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no mail, they have just reversed as ingeniously 
and completely as possible the known facts of 
the two cases. The mail on the China line is 
not, and cannot for along period to come bean 
ciement of any consideration. I think t shall 
be speaking within 
three months after 


tralia and the United States will be ten times 
as large as the China mail iş to-day; and I 
think L speak within bounds when 
times. 

I regret that there should be so much oppo- 
sition from an influential committee and influ- 


bounds when I say that in | 
ou have opened thisinter- |) 
course with Australia, the mail between Aus- |, 


ential members of this body to considering = 


this bill in its proper place, as it seems to me. | 


When gentlemen say that because itis substan- 
tially a measure going to increase commerce it 
should go to the Committee on Commerce why 
not, then, send all your railroad bills to the 
‘Committee on Commerce. Railroads are great 
instrumentsofcommer¢e. Thatistheirvalue ; 
commerce including not merely the transport- 
ation of passengers, hut the transportation of 
merchandise betweep States; and upon that 
theory that committee, which already has its 
table overloaded with business, as the chair- 
man has told you over and over, would appro- 
priate the very largest branch of business that 
comes before the Senate in one class, namely, 
the entire business of railroads, so far as they 
connect or form modes of communication. 

The VICEPRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California: will suspend. The morning hour 
has expired, and the joint resolution (8S. R. 
No. 121) authorizing the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company to issue its honds for the con- 
struction of its road, and to secure the same 
by mortgage, is before the Senate, and the 
pending question is on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Iowa, [Mr. Haray, ] to strike out a 
certain part. 

Mr. CASSERLY.. Ifthe Senate sill allow 
me, I desire to say that since no other gentle- 
man of the Senate has done it I give notice 
that I will offer a resolution for the appoint- 
ment of a special committee ọn this general 
subject for the purpose of avoiding the diffigul- 


ties which seem to beset this particular condi- |; Anderson Walker 


tion of the question, 

Mr. SHERMAN. [think that mightas well 
be adopted now. Itseemsto me this is a great 
subject and might be sent to a special com- 
mittee without further debate, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. f hopenot. I 
think the standing committees are sufficient. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is a special ques- 
tion, and I think it ought to be referred to a 
select committee. 


Mr. ANTHONY. With the assent of — 
Mr. HOWARD. I demand the order of 


the day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator 
from Michigan has called for the regular order 
ofthe day. Itis before the Senate. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I wish to make one more 
effort to get up the order I offered the other 
day to assign a certain time for.the consider- 
ation of such business on the Calendar as is 


not A are to, and I will move to ingext in 
o'clock.” 
Does the Senator 


the order ‘‘ Saturday at on 

The VICE PRESIDEN T. 
from Michigan yield until the Chair submits 
that question ? 

Mr. HOWARD. I cannot. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator will yield to 
take a vote on ay proposition I suppose? 

Mr. HOWARD. No, sir; I cannot yield 
for anything. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
atea report from the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, in answer toa resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 11th of March, 1870, calling for ‘‘a 
list of the distillers making deposits of money 
with the collectors of internal revenue for spirit- 
meters, the amounts and date of said deposits, 
and registered capacity of their distilleries ; 
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t 


the pumber of meters, their names and siz 

respectively, which have been actually attachec 
to distilleries, and date and period of said at- 
tachment; the names and registered capacity 


of distilleries to which attached; the names : 


of parties furnishing the same, and price paid 
therefor, and the time they were severally in 
successful operation. Also, the number of 
meters shipped to distillers, for which the con- 


‘tractors réceived pay, that have never been 
say ten ii hi 

li severally therefor, by whom, and the reason for 

| their non-use, the total number, names, and | 


used, the time when shipped, the amount paid 


size of meters delivered; by whom, at what 
price, and upon what conditions ;' the amount 
of money received by the contractor to this 
date, and the amounts claimed due;’’ which, 
on motion of Mr. McDoyaLp, was referred to 
the Committee on Finance, 4nd orgered to be 
printed. aa 
MESSAGE FROM TOE HOSH. . 


A message from the House of Representa- 


tives, by Mr. McPuErsoy, its Clerk, announced | 
that the House had passed a concurrent reso- |; 


lution for the printing of two thousand copies 
of the report of the Paris exposition, ordered 
March 3, 1868, for the use of the House of 
Representatives. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message alsoapnounced that the Speaker | 


of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bills; and they were thereupon signed by the 
Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 226) to incorporate the Wash- 
ington Homeopathic Medical Society ; 

A bill (S. No. 414) declaring the constrne- 
tion of an act toincorporate the National Theo- 
logical Institute, approved May 10, 1866, and 
also an act to amend an act entitled ‘ An act 


i to incorporate the National Theological Insti- 


‘ordered 


tute, and to define and extend the powers of 
the same,’’ approve March 2, 1867; and 
A bill is. No. 589) for incorporating 3 hos: 
pital for foundlings jn the city of Washington. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
Mr. FOWLER. I offerthe following order: 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of Captain 


the Committee on Finance. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Has therg been : 


any adverse report? 

iir. FOWLER, I understand not. 

Mr. HOWE. | Has there not been an adverse 
report in the Templeton cage? 

Mr. FOWLER. I am not aware of it. I 


have received a ‘gtter from a member of the 


other House asking me to have the papers 
withdrawn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ifthere has been 
an adyerse report the withdrawal will not be 
made; but.if on investigation the result turns 
out otherwise, the order will be considered as 


agreed to. 
Mr. FOWLER. Very well. 
PARIS EXPOSITION REPORT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the | 


Senate the following concurrent resolution, 
received from the House of Representatives : 
Resolved, (the Senate coneprring.) That two thou- 
sand conics of the report of the Paris exposition, 
March 3, 1868, be printed for the use of the 
House. 
The resolution wae referred to the 
tee on Printing. 
\/. NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 121) authorizing the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company to issue its bonds 
for the construction of its road, and to secure 
the same by mortgage, the pending question 
being on the amendmentof Mr. HARLAN, which 
was to strike out the following words, from 
line seventeen to line thirty-one: 


And in the event of there not being in any State 
or Territory in which said main line er branch may 


Dr. John Templeton be with- | 
: drawn from the files of the Senate and referred to ` 


Commit- , 


bo located, at tho time of the final location thercof, 
the amount of lands per mile granted by Congress to 
said company within the limits prescribed by its 
charter, then said company shall bo entitled undcr 
the directions of the Secretary of the Interior to 
receive so many sections of Jand belonging to the 
:} United States and designated by odd numbers in 
| suoh State or Torritory within ten miles on each side 
of said road beyond the limits prescribed in said 
` charter as will make up such deficiency on said main 
line or branch to the amount of the lands that have 
been granted, sold, reserved, occupied byhomestead 
settlers, pre¢mpted, or ojhormise disposed of subse- 
quent to the passage of the act of July 2, 1864, 

Mr. POMEROY. That clause has been 
| amended. Does the Senator from Iowa pro- 


‘pose to strike out the amendment already 


i made? 

l r. HARLAN. The amendment that has 

been inserted on the motion of the Senator 

from Kansas would. be nugatory if that part 
of the text which I proposed originally to strike 
out should be stricken out. 

‘ Mr. POMEROY. Then the motion, if it 

should prevail, would also strike ont the amend- 

| ment which has been agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. Yes, sir; it carries that 
with it I suppose. 

Mr. POMEROY, 
| strike it out. 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope the motion will be 

| voted down. It will destroy the value of the 

joint resolution. 

` Mr. HARLAN. I do not desire to debate 

| this proposition, but I wish to record my own 

' vote in favor of it; and therefore I ask for the 

: yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. POMEROY. I call now for the read- 
ing of the amendment which was adopted on 
i the motion I made when the bill was before 
| the Senate the other day. 

The Carer CLERK. ‘I'he amendment which 

i was adopted was to insert after the word 

© “branch,’’ in the thirtieth line, the following 

' words: 

To'theamountof thelandsthat hayo beengranted, 
| gold, reserved, occupied by homestead settlers, pre- 
4+ empted, or otherwise disposed of subsequent to tho 
| passage of the act of July 2, 1864.” i 
Mr. POMEROY. IJ ask whether that amend- 
ii ment had been adopted? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It had been, but 
the Senator from Iowa moves to strike it out 
with other words, which is in order. 

i Mr. HARLAN. This part of the resolution 
is a proposition to enlarge the exterior bound- 
aries. F propose to strike it ont. The grant 

' being now cighty miles in breadth, with a mar- 
gin of ten miles under the existing statute, the 
proposition of this joint resolution is to further 
enlarge the exterior boundaries ten miles on 

` each side, giving an additional] strip of twenty 

i; miles. Jfit is uot to be stricken ont, then, of 

|! course, Í am in favor of retaining the words 

that haye been inserted on the motion of the 

Senator from Kansas; but if the text that I 

| propose to strike out should go out there would 

| benopertinency in the amendment, and it might 
| just as well come out with the other words. 

i| Mr. COLE. It seems to me this is a new 

proposition. I do not know of any case in 

which a railroad bill has embodied a proposi- 
tion of this sort. As I understood the amend- 
ment as read from the Clerk’s desk, it author- 
izes the company to go anywhere to get lands 
when a sufficient quantity, as provided by the 
bill, is not found in the State or Territory 
through which the road happens to run. That 

'-is the purport, as I understand. 

_. Mr. HOWARD. Notatall, The original 

., bill confined the selection within given limits, 

| and did not allow the company to range beyond 

| those limits; and that is the effect of the pres- 
ent measure. 

|| Mr. HARLAN. The Senator from Michigan 

|, is in error in that, I think. The original bill, 

that is, the law of 1864, does give a margin of 
|| ten miles on each side of the exterior bound- 
| ary of the grant, and this is a proposition to 

'i farther enlarge it so as to make it twenty miles. 

| Mr. HOWARD. The Senator will allow me 


i 
i 

h 
pi 


41 
i! 


Then we ought not to 
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to say thatI was not mistakenatall. I stated 
the sabstance of the charter. I know that 
there are exterior limits within which deticien- 
cies are to be made up, and the effect of the 
present measure before the Senate is to enlarge 


those limits somewhat, in order to give the | 
company a better opportunity to fill up the | 

|! twenty miles wide? Shall we never have any |: 
I think in the reading of the | 
resolution I heard that where the lands were | 


deficiencies that exist. 
Mr. COLE. 


not within any State or Territory through which | 
the road ran, in that case other lands might be ` 


taken up to supply deficiencies. 
Mr. HOWARD. Not at all. 
Mr. COLE. Let that part of it be reported. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


' build another railroad through all that region ; 
‘| of country, thus shutting us out from any 
` northern or southern route of communication 
The Secretary | 


will again read the part proposed to be stricken ` 


out by the Senator from Iowa. 
The Secretary read the words proposed to be 
stricken out. 


| yond anything in the experience of this coun- |, 
try? Itought to be, and it will be if passed, 


Mr. CORBETT. I wish to say, as many - 


of the Senators perhaps have not noticed this 
proposition, that it is simply extending the 
lines ten miles farther on each side of the grant 
within which the company may make selections 
to fill up any deficiencies occasioned by lands 
having been taken up by actual settlers alon 

the line through the valleys where the goo 

lands are. If the requisite amount of land 
shall not be found within the present limits of 
the grant, then the company have the right to 
go outside ten miles on each side of the road 
in order to make up that requisite amount of 
land. It was the original intention of Congress 
to give the entire strip across this country in 
order to aid this great work through a wilder- 
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ted States, thus to give it all to one company 
unnecessarily, thus to cut off the possibility 
of other railroads running either east or west, 
north or south, through that extensive region 
of country? Shall we be forever cut off inthe 
south from any communication with that region 
of country by this range of one hundred and | 


communication with the British possessions by , 
railroad, because this company has monopo- 
lized all the lands and all the rights and fran- 
chises which are necessary to enable us to 


by railroads, by means of their franchises and 
their grants, so enormous, so outrageous be- | 


the death-blow to railroad grants. The peo- 
ple will be aroused to see how irrational, how 


‘ outrageous is the greed of these railroad com- 


' panies and their advocates. 


I trust, there- . 
fore, that this measure will not be adopted, 
but that the amendment offered by my col- 


` league will be voted for and adopted by the 


i try. 


Senate. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Jowa tells us that the people will 
consider it an enormous outrage to give to the | 
Northern Pacific Railway Company this grant > 
of land through this extent of territory, unset- 
tled, an entire wilderness, in order to build 
this Northern Pacific railroad across the coun- | 
Why, sir, this proposition does not give 


i any more land to the company than was given 


ness, in order that it might be developed and ` 


built up. Emigrants following this line have 
taken up much of the best land along the val- 
leys. Now, the company simply ask that they 
may extend the lines further on each side of 
the road so as to get land which will be less 
valuable to them, as everybody must acknowl- 
edge; but they want to make up the requisite 
amount in order toaid them in this great work, 


| alternate sections for forty miles on each side 
` of the road, and allowed them ten miles on 


before. The Congress of the United States in 
1864 gave to this company a strip of land in 


‘ each side of that line in which to make up any |: 


having no Government bonds and nothing but `; 


these lands to depend upon to build this great 


line of road from the Atlantic to the Pacific. | 
That is simply the question, and I hope we | 


shall retain the clause. 

Mr. HOWELL. 
ject is simply this, to state it again in different 
words: the extension of a land grant which 


comprises already all the available land for | 
one hundred miles wide, to include all the | 
available land for one hundred and twenty |; 
| road for those lands which have been taken up '' 


miles wide. 

Mr. HARLAN. That is it. 

Mr. HOWELL. That is precisely the state- 
ment of the question. If the land is worth 
anything, at the price which has been fixed 
upon it it will build the railroad as it is, with- 


out any addition whatever. If itis worth noth- | 
ing there is no need to increase the amount, | 


in my judgment. 


Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President—— 
ator from Iowa yield to the Senator from Ore- 


gon? 

Mr. HOWELL. I donot yield. There is 
no propriety in extending this grant so as to 
include one hundred and twenty miles wide, 
for the reason that the effect of the road will 


not reach that distance to increase the value | 


of the land—over fifty miles from the railroad 
on either side. Therefore, there is no ground 
of. principle or of reason on which to found 
the extension of this grant. 

Farther, having given this company one hun- 
dred miles clear across that country already, 


this addition of twenty, making it one hundred | 


and twenty miles, prevents the granting of 
any more land in all that extensive country 
for the extension of any other railroad in the 
future, and the people there will be confined 
to this monopoly for all time to come. Is that 
right and proper? Is that a proper adminis- 
tration of the public lands, which constitute 
the public treasure of the people of the Uni- 


I understand that the ob- | 
' They believe now if they had the original | 
i, grant, if no settlers had gone there and taken 


t 


li to receive something. Certainly the Senator : 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- | 


of them. 


| they had no land? If land warrants have been 


, located on the lands along the line 
.they are to reap the advantage of the building |. 


deficiency. We simply desire now to extend 


' that limit to twenty miles on either side to | 
| make up those deficiencies. 
. find that a large amount of the lands all along © 


The company : 


the line nearest to the road have been taken | 
up by settlers. They have had six years in 

which to select those lands. The company - 
have been struggling to raise the means to 
build this road through a new country. They | 
have found it impossible to do so until lately. - 


up the best portions of the land, they could || 
build it. Now, they simply ask that you will |' 
give them lands twenty miles further from the ; 


neartheroad. Isnotthatright? Isnotthatfair? || 
As the settlers have the advantage of all the ` 
best lands that would otherwise naturally have 
gone to the railroad company nearest to the 
line of the railroad, are you not willing to give 
to this company lands further away, that will | 
be less affected by the building of the road and | 
be less valuable to them? They certainly ought `i 


from Iowa would not say that if all the lands '' 
were taken up now within this strip of eighty 
miles they should not have any others in lieu 


located along the line of the road, and the best |: 
lands have been taken up by land warrants and ! 
by settlers, where are the company to get the 
lands te build the road? If speculators have ‘ 
of course 


| 
How could the company build the road if | 
| 


of the road, and the company will not reap 
any advantage if thatshould be the case. They 
simply wish to provide against such a contin- 
gency. It seems to me they ask for nothing | 
but what is reasonable and right under the |; 
circumstances. This is a great public work. |' 
It is a work that is to cost the company |: 
$100,000,000. They have subscribed their |! 
money. They prone to risk their money, || 
their credit, and their honor in the building of 

this road. They have it at heart. They believe |i 


| are of no avail without a railroad. 


li 


it will develop a vast region of country, and 
ultimately the lands donated to them may he 
of value to them, and they are willing to wait 
for that time in order to be remunerated, 
They are willing to wait until they can place 
emigration along that line that shall develop 
that vast region of country, and bring money 
to their treasury and reimburse them for their 
outlay. 

If we desire to cripple a great public enter- 
prise, then we shall circumscribe them and 


-| confine them to just the amount of land that 


they may pick up within the limits prescribed 


' by their original charter; but it seems to me 
i, that would be unjust. 1 I 
road projected across this vast region. 


This was the first rail- 
Other 
parties have taken hold of and have built a 
central line of road across to California. Those 


© parties have had a large subsidy from the Gov- 


ernment in moncy to aid in that great work; 


they have also had a large subsidy in lands, 


The lands are less settled up perhaps along 
that route, but probably those companies get 


| more valuable lands, considering the vast coal 
. fields on their route; and now we hear of vast 


fields of iron ore that have been found on those 
lands. I have no doubt that along a great por- 


, tion of the Central and Union Pacific roads 


the lands are better—they certainly are along 
the eastern portion of the Union Pacific—than 


' they are along the line of the northern route 


on the average. 

Mr. President, here is a vast region of coun- 
try yet to be developed. In it will be found 
magnificent water- power, lofty hills, fertile val- 
leys, and extensive woodland; but all these 
Without 
a railroad, in order to take merchandise to the 
interior, and to transport products from the 


. interior to market, that country is not valuable 


except for mining purposes. We cannot afford 


, to pay from ten to fifteen cents a pound for 


taking goods from the sea-board to the interior. 
We cannot afford to pay for the transportation 
of wheat to the sea-board ten or fifteen cents 
apound. Every one who knows anything about 


: that country, or who has had any business con- 


nection with it, knows that the expense of the 
transportation of goods to the interior prevents, 
to a great extent, the settling upof that region 
except as a mining country. 

What we desire is to open this region to gen- 
eral immigration, to the farmers of the coun- 
try, to the foreign population who may come 
among us and settle up along the line of this 
road. I trust that we shall not now, just at 
this time, when this company have a prospect 
of raising a sufficient amount of money to carry 
on this work, cripple them, circumscribethem, 


: and say they shall not have the grant of land 


which was first contemplated. They only ask 
in justice to their enterprise that they may have 
as near that amonnt of land as they can get 
within a belt of one hundred and twenty miles 
in alternate sections, That would be within 
sixty miles on each side of the road. You do 
not expect any railroad to come within sixty 


. miles of this one for a great number of years, 
i and we are six or seven hundred miles now 
' from the Union Pacific railroad. Unless we 


can have a road by which we can have access 


_ to the interior of the country, our enterprise 


and our commerce will be crippled, and all the 


| business of the people who have gone there and 
settled with a view to the building up of that 


country and with the expectation that this rail- 


; road is to be built. Ihopethat the amendment 


will not be adopted. . 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, we all admit 


_ that this road is one of national importance, 
` and the grant of land originally made I am 
‘willing to make good. 


If settlers have gone 
upon itand have taken up any portion of it, I 
am willing to go beyond its limits and make up 
that deficiency; and I shall so vote. But, sir, 
I do not propose to vote for the bill unless the 
amendment 1 moved when it was up before 
shall be adopted. If that be adopted I shall 
vote for the bill. If not, I shall neither vote 
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for this bill, nor for any other railroad grant 
during this session. : 

I am one of those who believe that these 
railroad grants have largely contributed to the 
prosperity and growth and development of the 
country ; 
dreds of millionsof dollars on account of these 
grants ; that the Government has lost nothin 
whatever by thia policy. On the contrary, 
believe that the Government has sold millions 


that the country is worth to-day hun- ' 


of acres more under this policy than it would - 


have done ander the old policy if it had been 
continued ; and the reason is clear and plain 
to the comprehension of any man. Instead of 
taking these lands out of the world the railroad 
grants and the railroads bring the lands into 
the world. Instead of taking them from the 
landless men of the country they openthose 
lands and bring them within the reach of the 
landless men of the country. There are tens 
of thousands of farms in the country to-day 
that would not have existed if this policy had 
not been adopted. 

Now, sir, I am ready and willing to continue 
this policy for the interest of the whole coun- 
try, and especially the interest of the landless 


| the additional margin of ten miles outside of || 
u these exterior limits, making 
` and twenty miles within the T 
: ington. 


the application of the principle. This bill does 
contain a new grant, a grant to build a branch 
road “‘ from some convenient point on its main 
trunk line across the Cascade mountains.” I 
do not know where that is. 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator will allow 
me, I will say that I moved an amendment the 
other day to make the price $2 50 per acre for 
all the additional land granted by this bill, and 
it was voted down; but I intend to renew it 
when we come into the Senate. If that amend- 


ment should be adopted I intend to vote for | 
If it should not be adopted, I intend | 


the bill. 
to vote against the bill. 


Mr. HARLAN. I will say in addition that | 
` the provisions of this bill, if this amendment 


should not be carried, will not only grant de 
novo to this branch line, which may be any 
number of hundred miles long, the alternate 


from Portland to the sound, and it has got to 
go from Portland to the sound along this val- 
ley. They cannot run up into the mountains. 
There is no more than that strip of country 
there, and that is principally taken up by 
settlers. 

Mr. HARLAN. I am speaking of the main 
trunk line which will, it is supposed, be located 
in a general course from east to west. They 
may diverge a hundred or two hundred miles 
‘further north or further south, as they may find 
it their interest to do on account of more or 
_ less favorable grades or more or less favorable 
‘lands on each side of the road. As the road 
` has not been located, as no line has been estab- 


' lished, it is impossible for the honorable Sen- 


© State. 


sections of land within a strip of country fifty : 


miles wide on each side, but will also carry 


it one hundred 
erritory of Wash- 
It seems to me that itis a very ex- 


' travagant proposition. 


and toiling men of the country; but Iam . 
opposed to, and I mean continually to oppose : 


the granting of vast quantities of lands to be 
held by railroad corporations at a large 


rice | 


and in large amounts. Therefore I am in favor | 


of providing, when we make these grants, 


that the land shall be sold at $2 50 peracre, | 


at double the old price, to actual settlers; that 
the lands shall go into the hands of the men 
who are to own and cultivate them, and that 
millions of acres shall not be held by railway 
corporations year after year for large prices; 


- for that policy I deem to be against the per- . 
© in width of additional land given to this com- 


manent interest of the whole country, and 


especially against the interest of the landless | 


men of the country. 


Now, sir, if Senators wish simply to make | 


up for the lands originally granted to this com- 
pany by allowing them to go beyond the ori- 


ginal limits, I think that is a fair proposition ; 


and the amendment moved by the Senator from | 


Kansas [Mr. Pomeroy] and adopted by the 
Senate I deem to be a just one. This is agreat 
undertaking. lt opens a vast region of coun- 


try, large enough to make several States. Iam | 


told by those who have examined the subject 
that the country lying on the line of this road, 
extending away up in the British possessions to 
the sixty-first parallel, is a magnificent agricul- 
tural region. The opening of tbat region will 
lead at once to the cultivation of thousands and 
tens of thousands of farms; will build up a large 
agricultural section of the North American con- 
tinent. The building of this road will hasten 
the development of that region. The lands 
upon this road to-day are not worth a quarter 
of a dollar an acre, and would not sell for that. 
Build this road and the lands will be worth two, 
three, four, or five dollars an acre on each side 
of the road for forty, fifty, or perhaps sixty 
miles; and much of theland boidi 

price. It would add to the wealth of the country 
to build the road. I want to encourage it. But 
I put my foot down now, and I give notice 


Mr. CORBETT. Iwill state to the Senator 
that a portion of the branch would be on the 
Oregon side. 
Puget sound. The Columbia river separates 
the two, and it must be built along there. Con- 


i sequently it would be less in the State of Ore- 


gon than it would in Washington Territory. 
There is more land given in the Territories by 
the bill than in the States, is there not? 
Mr. HARLAN. Yes; just twice as much. 
Mr. RAMSEY. Surely the Senator from 
Iowa does not wish to create the impression 


on the minds of Senators that there is ten miles |’ 


pany? 

Mr. HARLAN. Certainly I do; one halfon 
each side. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Additional land given? 

Mr. HARLAN. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWARD. Not at all. 

Mr. HARLAN. Withio the meaning of all 
railroad land grants. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WIL- 
LIAMS in thechair.) The Senator trom Jowa 
will proceed without interruption, except with 
his consent. 

Mr. HARLAN. It is no interruption. 
desire to be right, and doubtless the honorable 


© Senator himself does. 


Mr. CORBETT. I desire to say that theland 
on the line of this road from Portland to Puget 


' sound is settled up. That valley was settled up 


by the early settlers of Oregon and Washington, 


' and the most of the lands that the company 
| will get there will run back well into the hilly 


or mountainous portion of the country. They 
will get but very few lands in the valley or the 


| prairie. They will receive overflowed lands, 
principally in the mountainous or hilly portion 
' of the country. 


bringahigher | 


to all the friends of railway grants, wherever | 
they may be, that I will vote for no railroad - l 
` Pacifie slope will be in the Territories. It will 
' be the interest of the company to locate it 


grant unless it is determined and settled, to 
begin with, that the land shall be sold to actual 
settlers at $2 50 per acre. 


I care not so much |: 


i 


Mr. HARLAN. The honorable Senator does 


` not know where the road will be located on the 


Pacific slope. He does not know whether any 


: considerable part of it will be in Oregon or 


as to the amount of land granted, for granting | 
lands, if they are to be brought into market at |; 
a low rate, does not take them away from the . 


poor people of the country, but helps the poor 
people of the country to get lands. 


Bat if! 


not, no location having been made, The prob- 
ability is that the larger part of the line on the 


within the Territories if they can. They prob- 
ably will diverge north for the very purpose of 
securing the largest possible part of their line 
within the Territory of Washington, for the 


: reason that so much of it as shall lie in the 


these grants are to be held by the million, |: 


either by private persons as speculators, or held 


by railroad companies, the policy is against , 


', be within the limits of his own State. 


the interests of this country, and it is time to 


stop itand put an end to it. I will vote for no | 
land grant in which this amendment is not in- | 


corporated, either now or at any fature time. 
Mr. HARLAN. 


| 


Territory will carry with it double the quantity 
of land. So the Senator cannot say now where 
the road will be located; whether one hundred 
miles, or fifty miles, or two handred miles will 
It has 
not been located. 

Mr. CORBETT. Iwill state to the Senator 


l that we know the width of the country between 


If that is the honorable || the Cascade mountains and the Columbia river. 


Senator’s purpose, this is a good place to begin ii The bill provides that this branch shall be built 


I; 


ator to know what proportion of the line will 

finally be located within the limits of his own 
The maps I have examined, on which 
: lines have been drawn as I suppose by par- 
| ties interested in this work, draw as line north 
| of the north line of Oregon as far as it is prac- 
| ticable to run north of that line, down to a 
' point a little northeast of the city of Portland ; 
and if the topography of the country will per- 
mit it, they doubtless will locate north of the 
State of Oregon nearly all of the trunk line, 


i! for the reason that they get double the quau- 


The branch is from Portland to | tity of land within the Territories that they 
l 


obtain on the portion that will lie within the 
limits of a State. 

But the point I was making was that nobody 
| knows now, or can know from the phraseology 
| of this bill, what the length of the branch road 
| will be, for the construction of which a new 
| grant is made in this bill, and itis to that point 

that I was calling the attention of the Senate. 
: The phraseology is: 

And also to locate and construct, under the pro- 
visions and with the privileges and duties provided 
for in its act of incorporation and the amendments 
thereto, its main road to some point on Pugetsound, 
‘ via the valley of the Columbia river, with the right 


to locate and construct its branch from some con- 


venient point on its main trunk line across the Cas- 


‘ cade mountains, to Puget sound. 

: Where the point of divergence from the main 
; trunk line will be nobody can tell. It is to be 
| from some convenient point on the main trunk 
i line, and they are to construct a branch road 
to Puget sound. What the length of the branch 
road will be nobody can tell. It may be one 
hundred, two hundred, five hundred, or a 
thousand miles. It is only to be ‘‘ from some 
convenient point on its main trunk line.” 

T'he grant made by the provisions of this bill 
| by its references is the grant contained in the 
| original charter, being forty sections of land 

for each mile of road, with the privilege of 

oing out ten miles on each side to make up 
deheisucian, Then the provisions of this bill 
come in, the phraseology which I propose to 
strike out, giving an additional margin on this 
branch road. hy, sir, the grant for the 
branch road is in itself a gigantic proposition. 
It proposes to give for the construction of the 
branch road all the available land, as my hon- 
orable colleague stated, te be found within a 
breadth of fifty miles on each side, and in ad- 
dition ali that can be found within an additional 
strip of twenty miles, so that this new grant is 
| of all the available land that can be found within 
a strip of one hundred and twenty miles for 
every mile of the branch road. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Will the Senator from 
Towa allow me to make a suggestion? 

Mr. HARLAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I suggest to the Senator 
from Iowa, what undoubtedly has not escaped 
his attention, although he has not referred to 
it this morning, that the present measure does, 
in the most effective feature, leave that very 
question which he has been mentioning as an 
objection to this road, namely, the extreme 
indefiniteness of the country through which the 
branch road is to run, in a much worse con- 
dition than the original act, because by the 
| first section of the original act the point of 
divergence of that branch line from the main 
trunk was fixed at not more than three hun- 
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dred miles east from the Pacific terminus. That 
has been taken out; that has been destroyed 
without a word said in this joint resolution, by 
the effective terms of it, and instead of the 
terms of the original charter, ‘‘three hundred 
miles east from the Pacific terminus,’’ the 
language, ‘‘some convenient point,” has been 
inserted, leaving it with the company to determ- 
ine where that ‘‘convenient point’’ shall be. 


As the Senator from Iowa has justly remarked, | 
it may be, not three hundred miles from the 
Pacific, but fifteen hundred miles, if the com- 
pany chooses to consider that as the most © 
convenient point. 

Mr. HARLAN. Iam much 


the point explicit. The original charter pro- 
vided that this branch road should diverge from - 
the main trunk at a point ‘‘ pot more than three 
hundred miles from its western terminus ;’’ so ` 
that the branch road could not very well have 
been more than four or five hundred miles long. 
But now that limitation is stricken out, and ip 
lieu of “three hundred miles’’ ‘‘ some con- 
venient point on its main trunk line ” is put in. 
Tt does seem to me that when we are to make 
anew grant for another railroad line, thus limit- 
less as to its length, it is hardly fair to give an | 
additional breadth over one hundred miles 
wide in which to select the lands. j 

Mr. CORBETT. I presume there will be’ 
no objection to fixing the point for the diver- 
gence of the branch line at the pojnt where it : 
was fixed in the original act. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Three hupdrad miles 
east of the Pacific terminus. 

Mr. CORBETT. About three hundred miles. . 

Mr. HARLAN. If that should be fixed it | 
would, of course, be better; it would make it |: 
more definite. li 

Mr. CORBETT. I so understood the bill. |; 
I did not suppose it changed that provision in ;; 
the charter. i! 

Mr. HARLAN. But if limited to a point | 
three hundred miles from the western term- | 
inus, as this road is to diverge off to the north- 
west and will become in a certain sense the 
hypotenuse of a triangle, it would be longer |: 
than three hundred miles; it might be four or |, 
five hundred miles by its meanderings. Then |; 
we are to give a grant of land on that new line i 
of three or four hundred miles in length. All | 
that is contemplated by the original bill is all | 
that can be found within a breadth of one hun- | 
dred miles, fifty miles on each side; but the | 
phraseology which I propose to strike out will | 
give them in addition all they can find in an | 
additional strip of twenty miles in width. It: 
scems to me that that is an extravagant prop- 
-osition. 

Bat, Mr. President, I called the attention of 
the Senate when this question was under dis- | 
cussion before to the peculiar phraseology of | 
this clause of the bill. Ido it again because | 


I do not know that the framers of the bill 
intend the effect that is doubtless given to it 
by the language : 

‘Then said company shall be entitled, under the | 
Sa EAT gections of lend belonging to the United | 
States, and designated by add numbers aaa 

This is the description of the land that is to .: 
be granted ; so much ‘‘ land belonging to the ` 
United States.’? Why, sir, what classes of 
land will that carry? If it means anything, | 
I suppose it will convey any land, the fee of | 
which or the right to the occupancy of which | 
is vested in the Government of the United || 
States—Indian reservations, military reserva- | 
tions, mineral lands, lands occupied by home- | 
stead and preimption settlers. There is no 
exception whatever. It is as broad and as. 
conti as the English language would enable | 
it to be made ; anyland belonging to the United : 
States may be taken by this company to make ` 
up the deficiency. 

Mr. HOWARD. Witi the honorable Sen- | 
ator allow me to say a word at this point? 


obliged to the ` 
honorable Senator for calling my attention to . 
the point and referring to the law, This makes _ 
` able this company to take up lands outside of . 


: the original 


Mr. HARLAN, Certainly. 

Mr. HOWARD. Would be not in constru- 
ing this amendatory enactment construe it with 
reference to the original charter? Is not that 


| a well-settled rule in the construction of stat- 
utes relating to the same subject-matter? And | 
if he construes it with reference to the matter, | 


that is to the matter of the charter, he knows 


of course that mineral lands are excepted, and `: 


exempted from the operations of the act in 
express terms. . : 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, there are 
several clauses in this bill, and there are sev- 


eral distinct purposes to be achieved. One is . 


to enable the company to mortgage its prop- 
erty; another is to make a new land grant to 
another railroad Jine; and the third 1s to en- 


the limit of its grant. Now, I apprehend that 
in construing this law each of these provisions 
will have to be construed according to its plain 
intendment. There is nothing in this clause 
which indicates that it is to be construed in 
conformity with the limitations contained in 
ant. That phraseology is put in 
in the preceding clause. It is stated there: ` 

And also to locate and, construct, under the pro- 
visions and with the privileges and duties provided 
for in its act of incorporation. 

There is a plain reference to the limitations 
and the privileges and the duties indicated in 
that act; but when you come to this distinct 


‘provision, separate and distinct in its intend- 


ment, there is no such reference. There is 
nothing mentioned on which you can hang the 
construction to which the honorable Senator 
refers; and I know of no reason why Con- 
gress may not grant away the lands, if it chooses 
to do so, on which homestead settlers have 
made improvements, on which preémptors 
have made their claims. I know it has been 
contended by members of this body and the 
other branch of Congress that a homestead 
or preémption settlement vestsin the occupant 
of the land some sort of inchoate title that 
may be defended ; but, sir, that construction 
has been wiped out by a recent decision of the 


Supreme Court of the United States, pro- 


nounced but a few days since in the case of 
Frisbie vs. Whitney, originating in the State 
of California, where the Supreme Court holds 


i that Congress may grant away lands occupied 


by preémptors. The highest judicial tribunal 


‘ of the country having thus decided, I inquire 
of the honorable Senator from Michigan if it |! 


is safe to trust the phraseology to be found in 


: this clause of the bill unless he intends to 


grant away these lands? This, however, may 
be amended if it is the purpose of the friends 
of the bill so to restriet it. 

F rose for the purpose of calling the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the gigantic character of 
the new grant contained in this bill, its almost 


| limitless extent, and that this clause which I |; 
propose to strike out enlarges that from fifty - 
li miles on each side to sixty miles, making the ` 
l! breadth of country one hundred and twenty | 
© miles in all on the new line as well as on the | 
old one. In lieu of the lands oceupied by pre- | 
emptors and homestead settlers, and that may , 
: have been occupied by the Government of the 
: United States for forts or otherwise, the com- 
‘ pany are to take lands outside of the fifty- 
' mile limit on each side of this new line for 
: such as have been occupied since the date of 


the passage of the original bill. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I wish to ask the Senator 


| from Iowa whether, if all the lands within the 
forty-mile limit are there, the company can | 


take one acre beyond that limit ? 
Mr. HARLAN. Surely not. 


Mr. RAMSEY. That is all I want to know. | 
Mr. HARLAN. Butthe honorable Senator ` 


knows very well that his question is perfectly 
pointless in practice. He knows that no rail- 
road grant absolutely conveys to the company 
every odd section within the limits of the grant. 

And that brings me to the very point to 


Senate. How would the Senate now treata 
| proposition, if I were to bring it in as an 
amendment to this bill, to this effect: “And 
ii provided also that there shall be hereby granted 
to the State of Iowa, in lieu of the land 
selected by preémptors and homestead set- 
tlers, and that may have otherwise been con- 
' veyed by the United States after the date of 
the passage of the bills making grants of lands 
- to aid in the construction of railroads from 
' Burlington, on the Mississippi river, to some 
' point on the Missouri river; from Rock Island, 
` on the Mississippi river, to some point on the 
Missouri river; from some point on the Mis- 
' sissippi river, beneath the forty-second par- 
‘allel, to some point on the Missouri river,” 
` and so describing every railroad line in lowa 

for which grants of land have been made? 

We did not receive the total quantity of land 
‘that would be indicated by an arithmetical 
_ computation of the acres within all of the odd 
‘sections embraced within the six-mile limit. 

Vast quantities of that land were entered with 

land warrants, with scrip, by preémptors after 
the date of the passage of the laws and before 

the companies located the lines of the roads. 
' Have we not the same right to como in here 
and claim igdemnity outsido of the land-grant 
limits? Have not Minnesota, Arkansas, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Florida, Missouri, Kansas, 

Nebraska, Caffornia, and Oregon the same 

right in equity? : 

Why, Mr. President, this never has been 
done in any other case; and every other rail- 
_road company has precisely the same equities 
! that this company has, and in addition the con- 
; sideratian that they have built their railroads, 
while this company has riot. The only differ- 
| ence between the equity of this company and ` 
‘| that of any other railroad company, even in 
n Minnesota, is that the other railroad companies 
| with less than half the land grant have been 
| building their roads, and this one has not. The 
| dilatory company, the one that has not been 
. building its road, the one that has not prac- 
"| tically accepted its franchise by constructing a 
‘ single rod of road, is the one that you pro- 
| pose to distinguish by giving to it extraordinary 
| grants, extraordinary privileges, when the ori- 
'| ginal grantto that companys more than double, | 
| is fourfold that given to any railroad company 
‘| until within a very recent period, and is double 
l 
| 


that given to any other existing railroad com- 
pany: The dilatory company, the one that has 
uilt no road, that has slept on its rights for 
‘| six long years, that has not even up to this date 
located the line of its road on the earth’s sur- 
' face, is to have extraordinary privileges! 
i Mr, President, how can we account for this 
+o me singular predisposition of the American 
| Senate if in fact this amendment which I pro- 
': pose isngtadopted and this clause stricken out? 
, Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I wish to 
say one word and I shall be very brief. I can- 
not hope to rival the Senator from Iowa in 
fervor and invective. I can only hope to lay 
a few plain facts before the Senate, and then 
: it will be for them to judge of the propriety of 
this measure. The language used by many 
Senators in discussing this question has given 
rise to an idea that we are extending and en- 
larging the grant to the Northern Pacific rail- 
rond in a most gigantic manner $ that we are 
_ granting much more land than they ever were 
entitled to under their charter; that we are, in 
short, squandering the public lands upon this 
company. Now, sir, let us see what the facts 
are in regard to this so-called additional grant. 
The sixth section of the charter, as the honor- 
able Senator from Iowa will well recollect, 
.. reads as follows: 
“That tho President of the United States shali 


forty miles in 
d road, 


1870. 
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the acts amendatory thereof, and ef the act entitled 
“An act to secure homesteads to actual settlers on 
the public doman,” approved May 20, 1862, shall be, 
and tho same arc hereby, extended to all other lands 
on tho line of said road when surveyed, excepting 
thoso hereby granted to said company.” 

Now, sir, what is the process, plainly, ander 
the charter? After the company has laid down 
ita line of road the President of the’ United 
States is required as the work proceeds to 
cause the public lands for forty miles on each 
side of the line to be surveyed. Then the act 
declares that the odd sections shall be given 
to this company as the work progresses from 
section to section. All the land, therefore, - 
that can be reserved from saleunder the char- | 
ter or under the amendatory joint resolution 
now before us, consists of the alternate sec- | 
tions within the forty miles on each side of the 
road. No other lands are to be reserved from 
sale or settlement by homestead owners, of by | 
preémptors. All the lands out of the range 
of these eighty miles may be taken up at any 
time and all times by preSmptors, homestead 
settlers, or parchasers. There is no testric- ` 
tion upon the sale of the public lands beyond -! 
this range, and within this range all that 13 re- :; 
served consists, as I have said before, of the |; 
alternate odd sections. If it shall turn out, |! 
however, in practice, and asthe work progresses |: 
from section to section, that thereare not suffi- |’ 
cient odd sections on each side of the line and |} 
within this range to make up the forty sections |} 
per mile, then, when that fact is discovered, ji 
the company have the right ander the direc- |; 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior to pto- : 
ceed beyond the range and select their odd ;: 
sections anywhere else within ten miles on: 
each side of the range. But until they do make 
this selection within the ten thiles on each side, i 
the lands which they might thus select are sub- ': 
ject to sale to purchasers, to a settlement, and i 
io the general land laws of the United States; ` 
and the same principle will hold good in że- ' 
gard to the additional twenty miles oh the 
two respective sides of this range of land. No ` 
part of this land is reserved for the ectapeny: l 
The President is not authorized toinstract the © 
Commissioner of the General Land Offiee or `! 
the Secretary of the Interior, to reservé a: 
single section, whether the section be odd or | 
even ; they are all, without exception, subject 
to entry in the regular course of the adminis- + 
tration of the Land Office. ii 

Now, sir, as I had occasion the other day to |, 
say, the original charter which I hold in my 1 

| 


hand promises to this company twenty seetions 

per mile of the public lands lying on each gide 

of its line of road. They were to recéive lands } 
“to thatamount.’’. There was fairly and plainly |! 
an undertaking on the part of the Government || 
that this company, ad they should build their |i 
line of road from seétion tó sëetioti, should be | 
endowed with that quantity of ahd, and in |! 
case it should Kappen that aty of the pablic fi 
lands should have been taligtt ap by settlers or || 
by preémptiot; then the charter provided that |! 
the company shoil have the right to go on 

either side of thé origitial belt of reserved sec- | 
tions of forty miles, and within an extent of | 
ten tiles ou each side of that belt to select | 
lands to make dp any deficiency which may 
have beén occasioned by séttlers, hothestead 
owners, or putchasérs, having taken up any of 
the odd séetions lying within the forty miles 
range. > À 

Me, POMEROY. Not tinkss they have 
taken them since the passage of the act. 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, of: course; if they 
have taken them since the passage of the act. 
All that this company, therefore, asks is in sub- 
stance this: that the Government shall. fulfill 
its undertaking with the compan and shall, so 
far as practicable, so far as réasonable, grant ! 
to them the lands which were originally stipu- | 
lated to be donated tothem. Some years have 
elapsed, and during those years many of the 
lands to which the company would otherwise 
have been entitled have been taken up by set- 
tlers and purchasers. The sisfortanes and |: 


; 


| to thake a remark on that subject, that I much 
|| which this Notthern Pacific railroad is met in 
| account for it, 


thetime had not yet come forthe completion of 


ethbarrassmhents of the company—and wè all 
know that these ate very common, almost uni- 
versal in the inception of tailroad enterprises— 
have had the effect to retard this work. It has 
not been within the power of thé company, it | 


‘has hardly been in the power of any human | 
' being, unless endowed with the wealth of | 
' Creesus, to proceed with this work and tocon- | 
struct the road to any considerable éxtent | 


within the last. six years. It has been their 
misfortune. Gentlemen in this Chamber call 
it their neglect. Sir, there has been ho act of 
omission on their part whieh can properly be 
denominated neglect. The war, the stringency 
of the money market, dud a thousatid other . 
causes have tended to embarrass and retard 
this work. 

Now, Mr. President, I wish to teply for a 
moment to the critivism made of this bill by: 
the honorable Senator from Iowa, [Mr. Han- 


LAN.} He seems to think that the language - 


used in it, ‘‘to receive so many sections of 


‘land belonging to thé United States,’ &c.; i 


would convey to the company ány thitieral 
lands, or perhaps any lands to which a settler 
had only Bis inchoate title. Mr. President, iti 
construing this statute we musi necessarily, 
and it is out daty, sid it will be the duty of : 
the Setretary of the Interior atid the Coinmis- 
sioner of thé General Land Office to construe 
it with direct referende to the chatter itself, ` 
of which it is an aniendment. F geed Nardly ` 
say to the honorable Senator froth lowa that 
one of the leading ruled of cowstriction ir the 
adminiatration of a law, whether in a judicial 
way or Otherwise, is that statutes passed iñ | 
pari materia are to be constraéd with reference ' 


-to each other, All the statates relating to one ' 


pattienlar subject-matter are to be constraed | 
together in ordér to elitiinate the intentioti of : 
the legislative bady passing them. 

Isit possible that æ Secretary of the Interior | 
administering this law would think of giving it: 
the construction insisted upoh by the Seti#ter 
from Iowa? Would he dudertake to say, in | 
the face of a charter whith forbids 4 ¢ompariy ' 
to take mineral lands, that dhdér this joiht 
resolution, a méfe amendthent to the ¢Harter, |, 
a statute td bë voristrned it référeice to atid 
with the charte?, the company could seizé upon 
mineral lands, take the gold and silver midés, 
and the lead mines, arid the copper mines, and 
all other mines that may chdneé tö Ks discév- 
ered on thé route-of this toad? . Sit, it is iri- 
possible that ary well-informed fanttionaty; 
judicial o administrative, could give tö the lan- 
guagé of this joint resolution dny such effect. I 

I think if my honorable friend who ohce £0 |: 
well filled the office of Secretary of the Irité- 
rior were there now, of should be hereafter; | 
and this company proposed to him fo take from i 
the Governinent mineral lands under this if 
amendatory get, hè would not hesitité to ily | 
to them that they wêre forbidden to dò ¥o by | 


i 
i 
! 
t 
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$ 
i 
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their charter, and he Wobld adopt the well- 
knowa and long-established žüle of law that 
the two statutes are to be constined fost set | 


constituting ih law really but one stitute, the 
meaning of whith is tö bë elicited by the appli- 
cation of the proper rolės of interpretation and 
construction. i t 

Mr. President, I tust take the liberty to say 
here, for it is the otily opportunity I hate had 


regrét tö witness the feeling atid tempet with 


this body by some Senators: I cati hardly 
The honorable Senator from 
Iowa the other day in his remarks urged that 


the Northern Pacific railroad, that the interests 
and wants of commerce did not yet demand 
the completion of this great enterprise. But 
in order that I may do him no injustice, he 
will pardon mefor reading from the Globe one 
or two extracts from his remarks. The hon- 
orable Senator said: 


. completion of this road. 


and with reference to each otle?, both of thet 
| 


which ¥iavitetheattentionoftheSenate. Although 
I am in favor of carrying out in good faith the con- 
tract wo have nade” — 
And I have no doubt about that— 
“it is far from certain to be the interest of tho United 
States as a Government to hasten tho complgtion 
of this road moro rapidly than the commercial in- 
terests of tho country require.” i 
That is an indirect manner of saying that 
the wants of commerce do not now require the 
i It is an argument 
against the necessity, the existence of the road 
atall; it is an argument against the completion 
of the road; an argumentin fivot of repealing 
its charter. 
“As Í before remarked, you have a second mort- 
gaze lien on tho great Pacifie line, known as tho 
nion Pacific railroad and the California Central 
Pacific railroad. . Zho valuc of yoursecond mortgage 
depénds on the value of the work. If you by unne- 
cessary subsidies stitiulate by æ botbëd growth tho 
construction of competing lines” 
Competing lines! competing lines! 
* you thereby diminish tho value of your own prop- 
erty; you thereby render it less probablo that you 
will ever receive either the interest or the principal 
on the bonds you have already issued.” 
_ Sit, whence is the inspiration of this objec- ` 
tion to the Northern Pacific railroad? Who 


' tells us that the United States have a great 


interest in the Union Pacific and in the Cen- 
tral Pacific, and that that interest is likely to 


i become daniaged by the construction and com- . 


pletion of the Notthern Patificrailroad? This 
is spoken itt this Chamber directly in the in- 
tetest of the Union Pacific railroad, and if I 
could be allowed the privilege of indulging in 


. a Yankee guess, I should guess that it arises 


from the dislike entertained by the Union Pa- 
cific Railroad Company to the construction of 
the Northern Pacific. 

Sit, is it possible that that great corporation, — 
now holding in its coffers $64,000,000, once 
the propérty of the United States, an amount 
of cash with which they have been so liberally 


' subsidized, a company whose securities are at 
avery high figure throughout the United States, 


a éompany wlio owe all that they are, all that 
they evet will.be, to the munifitence of the 
Government of the United States; a company 
possessing a road running from the Missouri 
river to the Pacific ocean, thé grandest enter- 
prise that has beeh completed in modern days; . 
a company to which the world points with ad- 


‘ miration for theit energy, enterprise, intelli- 


gence, and liberality—is it possible that that | 
company iè actuated by the mean spit of 
envy toward the Notthetn Pacific railroad? 
Do they stand in fear that fheir interests will 
be affected by what the honorable Senator from 
Iowa calls a ‘competing lire,’ lying at a dis- | 
tance of more than five hundred mites from ` 
their own route? | oT Re oy 
Í Hope that this cdot be ddsetted of the ` 
Union Pacific railfoad ; ‘but from the form in 
which the objection presents itself, and from its 
source, I entertain a fear that some members of 
that ebtipany atleast have inspired the remarks 
of the Hondrablé Senator from Towa.. Let me 
say, hbwéver, to the honorable Senator and to 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company, itsagents, ` 
friends, and advocates here and elsewhere, that 
no opposition which they can make here, no . 
infliencé whith they can bring to bear, upon” 
the Aretican people will result in securing to. 
them forever the great monopoly of which they ` 
are now in the enjoymetit. The American péo- 
pe demand three Pacific railroads—one at the 
orth, one through the center, and another at 
the southern párt of the United States; aud.. 
these railroads théy will have, whatever may 
be the feeling ofthe Utiion Pacific, howevet its . 
friends and servitors may be moved by envy in 
regard to what has beén called a competing 
line. Sir, the distance fróm New York to 
Shanghai in China, via the Northern Pacific 
railroad, as is well known to the country, is 
shorter by five hundred miles than the route 
from New York via San Francisco to the same 
piaca. It is known also that the route of the , 
orthetn Pacific passes over a country which . 


“But; Mr. President, therets one other thoutht to |! is nearer by three or four thougand feet, upon 
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an average, to the level of the sea than the 
route of the Union Pacific, or even the route 
of the contemplated Southern Pacific. It is 
known that on the northern route there are no 
extremely high mountains to cross—— 

Mr. THAYER. May I be allowed to inter- 
rupt the Senator for a moment? 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THAYER. I understand that the Sen- 
ator based his remarks which he has just made, 
in reference to any supposed opposition on the 


part of the Union Pacific, upon mere suppo- | 
sition, not upon any evidence that he had that 
Do I under- : 


they have any such disposition. 
stand him correctly, that his remarks were the 


result of a suspicion, and not of any evidence | 


. that the Union Pacific were opposed to it? 


Mr. HOWARD. I have not charged the | 


Union Pacific Railroad Company with the fault 
of obstructing the completion of the Northern 


Pacific railroad. What I say is that I regret | 
to see the form in which this objection presents || 


itself, and that I have a slight suspicion, con- 
sidering all the circumstances of the case, that 
the opposition to the finishing of this road, an 
opposition so strenuously made by the honor- 
able Senator from Iowa, arises from what is 
supposed to be the interest of the Union Pacific 


road. 
Mr. THAYER. The remarks of the Sena- 


tor from Michigan certainly justified the im- | 


pression I received, that the opposition mani- 
tested by the Senator from Iowa was inspired 
by the Union Pacific. That was the substance 
of his remark, and I simply rose to inquire 


whether he made that remark merely from i 


suspicion or from evidence. 

Mr. HOWARD. I read an extract from 
the speech of the Senator from Iowa, in which 
he said substantially that the time had not yet 
come for the completion of the Northern Pa- 
cific railroad; that the wants of commerce did 
not require it to be completed; that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States has a deep in- 
terest in keeping up the credit and prosperity 
of the Union Pacific, because that railroad 
company is a debtor to the United States to 
the amount of some $64,000,000 of the bonds 
of the United States, 

Mr. THAYER. I do not wish to interrupt 
the Senator, but I will only remark that what 
he has just read does not in my judgment jus- 
tify the intimation that that could have been 
promptgd by the Union Pacific. I only want 
to say now, that coming from a State through 
which the Union Pacific road runs, having its 
starting point where I reside, I have never 
received an intimation from anybody of any 
opposition on the ag of any officer or man- 
ager of the Union Pacific toward the northern 
or southernroute. Knowing them intimately, 
as I do, I have never discovered anything of 
the kind. Ideem it justice to the Union Pacific 
to say that. 

Mr. HOWARD. It affords me great gratifi- 
cation indeed to hear the honorable Senator 
from Nebraska make this honorable and manly 
disclaimer in behalf of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company. 

Mr. THAYER. I will add farther that I 
intend to vote for the bill under consideration. 

Mr. HOWARD. Iam still more happy to 
receive that assurance. 

Mr. THAYER. Iam very glad I have made 
my friend from Michigan so happy. ([Laugh- 


tr) 

r. HOWARD. That is an art which no 
man in this Chamber can exercise more skill- 
fully, f beg to assure him, than my honorable 
friend from Nebraska. ([Laughter. ] 

Another criticism has been made by the 
Senator from Iowa, and that is that the pres- 
ent bill changes the point from which the 
branch of the road, running by its charter to 
Puget sound, is to diverge from the main 
trunk. Thatistrue. By the original charter 
that divergence was to take place ata point 
not more than three hundred miles east of the 
western terminus of the road. Jt would be 


i 
1 


' dred miles of the western terminus of the road 


! likely injuriously to affect the interests of the 
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about three hundred miles west of the merid- 
ian of Portland, as I suppose. By an exam- 
ination, as Iam informed, by the proper agents 
of the company, it has been found that that 
point of divergence is impracticable, and if 
they are forced to commence within three hun- 


they will be obliged to go through a section of 
country in which the construction of the road 
will become enormously costly, and will be, | 
perhaps, entirely beyond any means which © 
they can raise, on account of the mountainous 
and impracticable nature of the ground. 

That is the reason why they wish a larger , 
discretion to be given them by this joint reso- .. 
lution in regard to the point of divergence, and 
I think it is a very reasonable request on their | 


! part, for certainly we ought to allow them to ; 
i that the honorable Senator from Michigan has 
' deemed it to be proper for him to make the 


select their own point of divergence if it ig not 


country. They will be the best judges of that į! 
point; they will be the best judges of the gen- | 
eral route of the road. They will not be likely |: 
to construct the road either from any point or | 
to any point which is not favorable to their 
pecuniary interests and the utility of the work ; 
and we must allow them in this vast undertak- + 
ing to be governed in large measure by their || 
interest. I see nothing unreasonable in that. 

One word further, and in reply to my hon- ;. 
orable friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. WIL- 
son,] who is also a member of the Committee 
on the Pacific Railroad. He says he will vote 
for this joint resolution provided the additional 
lands that are to be given the company are 
required to be sold to settlers at $2 50 an acre, 
but that unless he can secure that right to the 
settler he will vote against the measure. 

Mr. President, it seems to me this is rather : 
an inopportune occasion to undertake to launch ' 
another and a new policy in regard to the land . 
subsidies to railroads. Wẹ are endeavoring to 
have this immense line of road constructed and | 
finished. It is one of the great national works. 
It is one of the great enterprises undertaken || 
during the war, and by the Republican party, 
having in view the binding together of the vari- 
ous sections of the Union by bands of railroad | 
iron, keeping up ready and frequent commu- | 
nication between the distant points of the con- 
tinent. 

Sir, what this joint resolution asks in refer- | 
ence to the trunk itself is simply that the Gov- | 
ernment shall give to the company the lands 
which were promised itin the original charter, 
as nearly as it can; that the Government shall 
keep its faith to the company, shall perform its 
part of the bargain. Can the honorable Sena- 
tor well reconcile it with his views of commer- 
cial honesty and uprightness, inasmuch as these 
additional lands are only such as were promised 
originally to the company ; can he reconcile it 
to his sense of justice that we should now say 
that these lands shall be sold to settlers at an 
under-price, for $2 50 an acre, when perhaps 
many of them may in a few years, or even 
months, be worth five, eight, or ten dollars an 
acre? Is he willing, after this additional 
value has been imparted to these lands, many 
of which are now nearly or quite worthless, 
by the. employment of the company’s money 
and labor, to take from the company this in- 
creased value and give it as a mere bonus, a 
donation, to settlers, squatters, or purchasers 
and speculators—to take money out of the 
pockets of the company, substantially, and put 
it into the pockets of the land speculator? 

Sir, to my mind it is the grossest injustice. 
Take these lands as they now are in a state of 
nature, in that distant part of the country, in 
Dakota, in Montana, in Idaho, and in Wash- |; 
ington Territory; a vast proportion of them | 
if put into the market to-day would not sell 
for a cent an acre, and if this railroad shall |; 
not be constructed ‘that will be the case for |: 
generations to come. It is the railroad that 
gives value to them; it is the money of the 
company, the honest earnings of other men | 
who go there tg invest their money and to « 
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complete this great undertaking, that gives 
value to these wild lands. Would the honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts take the earn- 
ings of the company out of their coffers and 
place them in the hands of the squatter and 
the speculator, to enable him to go and buy 
lands of the United States? Of course he 
would not; but still, in point of principle, 
there is no difference between such a transac- 
tion as that and the amendment upon which 
he insists here. Let us do justice ; let us keep 
our faith; let us carry out our bargain with 


` this company, and not higgle with it upon the 


value of their lands and hand over that value 
as a douceur to speculators. 

Now, Mr. President, I hope we shall speedily 
come to a vote upon this joint resolution. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, I regret 


allusions he has. Ido not think it necessary 
in the discussion of this subject that he should 
have done so, and it is just, perhaps, to the 
company to which he has referred that 1 should 


gay here in my place that so far as I am con- 


cerned there is not the slightest foundation 
for this suspicion. No stockholder in that 
company and no officer, so far as I remember, 


i ever has said one word to me on the subject 


of the construction of the Northern Pacitic 


i railroad, and only one has ever said one word 
Í to me in relation to thediscussion of this bill, 


and that was since the close of the discussion 
which oceurred some days since. He is a 
member of the House of Representatives. He 
called my attention to what he regarded as an 
erroneous statement, which hesaid I had made 
in relation to the cost of the construction of 
the Union Pacific railroad, as reported in the 
Globe, to the effect that the amount of sub- 
sidy granted to the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company was larger than was necessary to 
secure the construction of the road. 

Ihave not looked at the report of my re- 
marks; but he said that I had remarked that 
either class of bonds would have been sufi- 
cient to secure the construction of the road, 
the company’s first mortgage bonds or the 
second mortgage bonds issued by the United 
States, and that on that point I was greatly in 
error, for that the company had used up both 
classes of bonds and much more in the com- 
pletion of the work, and that he did not like 
to have this statement go to the public to the 
prancis of the company. I responded that 

had not read the report of my remarks ; that 
I intended to say the Government had granted 
much more subsidy than was, in my opinion, 
necessary to secure the construction of the 
road. He explained that the cost of con- 
struction had been augmented by mismanage- 
ment of officers before his connection with the 
enterprise commenced. This is the substance 
of all that was ever said to me on the subject 
by anybody supposed by me to be connected 
with the Union Pacific Railroad Company, here 
or elsewhere, during this discussion or at any 
other time ; and I may be permitted to men- 
tion here, what perhaps as a personal friend 
will not augment the happiness of the honor- 
able Senator from Michigan, that I have no 
interest in the Union Pacitic railroad or in any 
other railroad ; that I have not now and never 
had the slightest interest in their land grants 
or in their stock or bonds; not that I deem 


| it improper for a member of Congress to invest 


his money in any of the public enterprises of 
the country calculated to augment the wealth 
and power of the nation, but! have never made 
such investments for two sufficient reasons. 
I have never desired to acquire an interest 
inthis kind of property, more especially in such 


| as may have been the subject of the legislative 


action of the body of which I have been a 


‘ member; but, in the second place, I had not 


been so fortunate as to have funds to invest in 
railroads or anything else. This is perhaps 
a sufficient if not a satisfactory reason for my 
absolute freedom from all sych connections, 
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on the friends of the road that I have said any- 
have been enough. {Laughter.] thing in disparagement of the enterprise? I 

Mr. HARLAN. Perhapsitwould. [Laugh- || was one of its authors in the outset. I have 
ter.] But, Mr. President, I have observed || been among its supporters from that time to 
that in the discussion of questions in this Cham- |; the present. ‘The most severe criticisms I have 
ber logic is not the only weapon brought into |i ever received in the public journals in the 
requisition by the ablest debaters in the support |; country have been on account of my friendship 
of favorite measures. Sometimes disputants ` for thisand kindredenterprises. Ifany one ever 
resort to sophistry. The honorable Senator takes the trouble to read the printed debates 
from Michigan would not stoop to this. He of the Senate he must know that I am and have 


Mr. DRAKE. The second reason would 


has too much self-respect; but he does, as I ' been the constant, unswerving friend of three ` 


think, sometimes resort to the expedient of _ lines of railroad from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
raising a little smoke under which to retire ` cific ocean—the great Central line, now hap- 
from the field on which he has been fairly vau- ` pily completed, the North Pacific, and a line on 
quished in argument. . or near the thirty-second parallel. On this sub- 

The simple question here is not who were _jectit is impossible that the Senator from Mich- 
the original friends of this railroad, and who igan, with whom I have served so long on the 
desire its construction; but, admitting itsim- Pacific Railroad Committee, could be in error. 
portance as a national enterprise, is not the No, sir, this attempt is but the expedient of a 
existing grant large enough to secure its com- : champion of a weak cause. There is not one 
pletion? Whatever throws light on this ques- word of mine on record in the Globe or else- 
tion is pertinent; all else is extraneous. where that can be quoted by any member of 

Why, sir, the attempt to make the impres- this body showing that I have ever opposed 
sion that I am now or ever was an opponent . the passage of any properly guarded bill to 
of the construction of the Northern Pacific ' aid in the construction of a needed railroad. 
railroad must be futile if anybody ever reads But, sir, as a friend of railroads, as a friend 
the records of the Senate of the United States. | of the development of the western country, as 
It must be known to the honorable Senator ` a friend of its rapid settlement, I do not think 
from Michigan that I was a member of the ‘! it wise to give more than is necessary to secure 
committee that reported the bill to aid in the il the construction of a road, The grant already 
construction of the Northern Pacific railroad. || held by this company, in my judgment, isample. 
1 was a member of the committee of conference | There is no necessity for enlarging it, and I 


of the two Houses that framed the SEisty i| 


would not waste the public property. I would 


charter, and probably—if I may be pardone 


‘not make profligate grants, more especially 


for saying so without egotism—I1did morethan | where such grants would necessarily impede 
any other member of this body to secure the ' the construction of other roads that will speed- 


passage of the bill. 
I made myself familiar with the subject; 


ence between the two branches of Congress, | 
and by the partiality of the Presiding Officer || 
of the Senate was appointed a member of the | 
committee of conference on the disagreeing |} 
votes of the two Houses on this subject. I re- 
mained a member of the committee; declined || 
the chairmanship because I was at the same | 
time made chairman of the committee of con- | 
ference on the Union Pacific railroad bill, and 
I preferred to shift a part of the necessary 
labor of preparing both bills, It was then im- | 
posed on an honorable Senator then here from 
the State of Wisconsin, (Mr. Doolittle.) The | 
honorable Senator from Michigan cannot suc- | 
ceed in making the impression, either on the 
Senate or on the country at large, that I am | 
an enemy of this enterprise, if anybody takes 
notice of what so humble an individual as I am ' 
does as a member of this body. 
Bat, sir,when the original charter was framed | 
and the existing grant made we all knew that | 
it was gigantic in its proportions. We agreed | 
to it, believing it to be amply sufficient to | 
secure the construction of this road. The | 
proposition now pending is to enlarge a grant. |; 
that is without a parallel in its extent and in , 
its value, as I have heretofore attempted to |: 
show. And, sir, allow me to predict here that | 
the friends of this very enterprise, when they | 
go into the money markets of the world, will | 
not quote more from the speeches made by the ‘| 
honorable Senator from Michigan than they | 
will from my imperfect remarks. They will | 
not blazon it to the world that the honorable 
Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Ramsey] in- | 
sisted on the floor of the Senate that these 
lands were not worth more than ten cents an 
acre; they will rather quote the remarks of 
those who say in debate that these lands are 
of vast value, as they are. They are valuable 
grass-growing and grain-producing lands, and 
bearing gigantic forests, now being brought 
rapidly into use by the commercial nations of 
the world in ship-building, and to which they 
must continue to resort for ship timber until 
these old primeval forests shall have been 
destroyed. 
_ Sir, why this futile attempt to make the 
impression on the Senate or on the country or 


| ily be required by a teeming population which 


vyself l ; j i, must soon spread over these plains and valleys. : 
made myself familiar with the points of differ- ;, I would not so enlarge a 


geant to a single com- 
any for one line of roads so as to render it 
impossible in the future to stimulate the con- 
struction of other needed thoroughfares in so 
vast a district of country. 

The honorable Senator from Michigan charges 
me with being the friend of a monopoly! Ia 
a friend of monopoly! Is not this Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company about to become, 
under his guidance, the greatest railroad mo- 
nopoly on the continent? A company that 
will be able to prevent the construction of any 
other road within sixty miles of its line, either 
parallel or transverse, from Lake Superior to 
the Pacific ocean! If I were disposed to make 


unfavorable criticism of motives, I would in- . 


quire whether it is the purpose of the honor- 
able Senator who has just taken his seat [Mr. 
Howazp] to give a monopoly tothis company, 
to provide that this shall be the only company 
that shall ever own and manage a railroad 
across the northern part of our continent. 

Mr. HOWARD. Will the Senator allow me 
a word? 

Mr. HARLAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I claim no 
such thing. Such a thing is absurd, to use 
the term without any disrespect to the Senator 
trom Iowa. The idea that because the North- 
ern Pacific Railroad Company holds alternate 
sections of land for forty miles on each side 
of its line it thereby prevents the construc- 
tion of any other railroad within those forty 
miles is a thing to me impossible to under- 


stand. Suppose it be in a State, cannot the | 


State charter a railroad to go right through 


| these lands, granting the right of way directly 


through these lands? The honorable Senator 
knows that a State Legislature may do this, or 


a Territorial Legislature may do this, and the | 
So that | 


Legislature of the nation may do this. 
the pretense that this grant of land prevents 


the construction of any other railroad within | 


the limits where their lands lie is an utter ab- 
surdity in my opinion. 


and can have no such effect. It is as compe- 


; tent for Congress or a State Legislature or a 


Territorial Legislature to charter a company to 


construct a road directly through these alter- | 


nate sections as to do anything else in the 


It has no such effect | 


world. Why, then, is this pretense set up that 
no other railroad can be built within these 
limits? 
|| Mr. HOWELL. ‘By the aid of the Gov- 
|| ernment’? is the proposition. , 
| Mr. HOWARD. ‘‘By the aid of the Gov- 
I ernment,’’ says the other Senator from Iowa. 
| Let me ask the honorable Senator who has 
made such an appeal to us on this floor whether 
the Government does not own the even sections, 
and whether the Government cannot grant the 
even sections if it sees fit for the construction 
' of other railroads? He knows that the Gov- 
ernment can do it, and if it should become 
necessary and proper to pass the legislation 
|, he knows that the Government would doit. It 

: would not be in the power of the company to 

i whom the land has already been granted to 

| prevent any such thing. 
Mr. HARLAN. Thisis another illustration 
of the necessity of raising a little dust. Now, 
let us look at this argument of the Senator in 

“all candor. This railroad company, as he in- 
forms us, with a grant of all the available land 

‘within a distance of fifty miles on either side 
of its line, cannot move a hair’s breadth with- 
out an additional land grant ; else why the ne- 

"= cessity of this additional legislation? Butwhen 

` I say that no other company can build a road 
in the same locality without any land grant at 
all, the honorable Senator says it is absurd. 

, His company with alternate sections in a strip 
of one hundred miles in width, if we are to 
credit his statements, cannot move a foot, and 

' he is here pleading with the Senate to grant 

‘them more. Then when I observe that a com- 

| pany cannot build within these limit without 
any land at all, he says it is absurd! 

I have hardly patience with such a discus- 
sion. The Senator is a practical man. He 
i knew that I referred to this subject in a gen- 
' eral practical sense, and not in relation to the 
i, constitutional power of Congress or of a State 

Legislature to condemn etter publ or private 
i! property for public use. Did I intimate that 
‘| Congress had not the power under the Consti- 
i tution to condemn private property for public 
' use, and if it was necessary in order to con- 
| struct a public road to take even the private 
ii property of the citizen; that it had not the 
‘| constitutional right to appropriate either lands 
| or money for such a purpose? No, sir; Iinti- 
| mated no such thing. I spoke of the practi- 

cability of building another railroad within 

' the limits of this railroad grant; that practi- 
'i cally it became a barrier to the construction 
| of other roads; that practically in the usual 
| mode of constructing railroads by means of 
i! land grants it became a monopoly; that prac- 
|| tically this company would become the only . 
‘| company that sould have the power to own a 
|i railroad line across this part of the continent ; 
| and the honorable Senator cannot gainsay it. 
i It is true, or else there is no necessity for the 
' enlargement of thisgrant. He musttake either 
| one or the other horn of the dilemma, Either 
| this company can build with the aid of its ex- 
: isting grant, or no other company can build in 
| the vicinity of its line without any aid. 

ii Mr. EDMUNDS. Ishould like, forinforma- 
tion, to be allowed to ask a question. 

Mr. HARLAN. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, I understood my friend 
from Iowa to suggest just now that this bill 
| calls for a grant of more than forty sections to 
the mile. Do I understand that this bill pro- 
| vides the conipany with more than forty sec- 
tions to the mile for the length of their road ? 

Mr. HARLAN, [have attempted to explain 
that several times; but the honorable Senator 
from Vermont was not present. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask to be informed. 

Mr. HARLAN. I take great pleasure in 
' answering the question. 1 only make this 
| statement for the purpose of apologizing to the 
Senate for repeating what I have before said. 
Perhaps no existing railroad land grant con- 
| veys to the grantee all the land, arithmetically 
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computed, that is described in the law making 
the grant. The laws run usually—take the Iowa 
grant for example—in this way: “There is 
hereby granted every alternative section of 
public land within a limit of six miles on each | 
side of the line of the road not granted, re- | 
served, or otherwise appropriated, and to which | 
neither preémption nor homestead rights have ' 
attached.’’ ‘This does not convey absolutely 
one half of the whole of the land within the ` 
six-miles limit, but it is as near one half as can 
be found within the exterior boundaries and 
embraced within the description. 

This Northern Pacific railroad grant is jast ' 
like all the othersin thisrespect, It grants every 
alternate section of public land designated by 
odd numbers within a limit of forty miles on 
each side, not six, as in the case of Iowa, but 
forty miles on each side, not previously sold, i 
granted, conveyed, reserved, or occupied by 
preémption or homestead settlements. It 
follows the principles and provisions of the old :; 
laws on that subject. They are alike in this? 
respect, or were intended to be. Some of the 
odd-numbered sections are excepted if they 
happen to have been otherwise disposed of 
before the date of the grant or of the location: 
of the line of the road on the earth’s surface. `i 
Bat this grant to the northern company is | 
different in this, as I attempted to point out | 
when this question was before the Senate :! 
heretofore: its charter provides for indemnity ‘ 
within a strip of land ten miles wide on the | 
exterior boundaries of the grant for lands pre- |: 
viously granted and reservations, as in other |' 
cases; and in addition—and in this respect! 
it is exceptional, different from other grants— || 
it provides also indemnity for mineral lands | 
found within the limits“ forty miles on each . 
side of the road. The quantity of land actually |: 
granted within the exterior limits is greater 
than usual, and the limits themselves vastly 
greater than in any other case. | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My question was not! 
whether this company was going to get more | 
land than some other railroad: company, be- | 
cause I presume it may—certainly more than 
six-mile railroads; but I merely wished to 
know as a matter of fact; whether if this joint 
resolution passes, the practical result will be | 
that this company will be authorized by law | 
to have more than the full sur of forty sections | 
to the mile? Nias 

Mr. HARLAN. Clearly not morethan fotty 
sections to the mile, measured geometrically 
or arithmetieally ; but that is merely an evasion 
of the practical question. And the conclusion 
the. Senator would deduce from this fact is only 
a high order of sophistry. The charter did not 

. grant, and was not intended to grant, abso- | 
lutely forty sections to the mile, but only so 
much of it as could be found within the ex- 
terior limits of fifty miles on each side of the 
road, of the character of land described in the 
grant. Had Congress intended to make an 
absolute grant of forty full sections to the mile 
the limitation of fifty miles on each side should 
have been omitted. In this respect this is pre- 
cisely like all other railroad land grants. 

The principle on which these gtahts have 
been made is, as stated by my honorable col- 
league, that they enhance the value of the even 
sections that the Government still retains and | 
will enable it within certain limits to sell those 
even sections for double what would otherwise 
have been the minimum price. But outside 
of reasonable limits no such incidental advan- 
tage can be hoped. Hence the propriety of 
the limit. For a distance of ten or fifteen 
miles from the line of a road this enhanced 

_ value of the remaining sections is manifest, 
and it may be felt for twenty or thirty miles; 
but in this case the original grant covers fifty 
miles on each side, and the pending bill pro- 
poses to extend it to sixty. 

But, Mr. President, I did not rise to refer to 
this feature of the case, but to respond to the 
personal allusions of the Senator from Michi- ! 


i pay from the Treasury of the United States ` 

: the whole amount of about sixty-four million 
dollars. Now, is this consideration unworthy 

' the attention of the American Senate ? 


|| proper to denounce me as an enemy of this | 
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gan. He says that I remarked that there was 
no necessity for stimulating the construction 
of this road by unugual provisions, that there 
was, in fact, a reverse reason, that it would tend 
to diminish the value of the property of the | 
United States. Can he gainsay the fact? The ` 
United States has issued and loaned $64,000,000 | 
of bonds toaid in the construction of an exist- |: 


: ing road, and to secure their payment hastaken | h 
‘on the investment, then your second mortgage 


a second mortgage lien. If you diminish the 


' value of this road you weaken your security. 
. If you redace its value to the aggregate amount © 
of the first mortgage bonds, you render your 


security worthless, and will be compelled to; 


I pat it to the honorable Senator and to the ` 
Senate and the country, is our interest in. 
$64,000,000 of property so trivial that it is to be ` 
scouted from consideration in this Chamber? 


; If the value of yout security for this large 

. sum of money, principal and interest, is to be 
'i destroyed by the construction of another line 
: of road, would it not be well for the Senate 
| and well for Congress to consider maturely 


whether the material interests of the country 
require its immediate construction by theappli- | 
cation of unusual and extraordinary stimulus. ` 
In the absence of any pressing necessity, why 
should the nation needlessly and heedlessly | 
throw away so vast a sum of money? If the 
existing grant is ample, as no one can truth- 
fully deny, to secure the construction of this - 
second line as rapidly as the commtercialinter- ` 
ests of thé country demand, why hasten its | 


| construction with unneeded speed when the 


necessary effect must be to destroy the value 
of the Government lien and thus tax a strug- | 
gling people for the ultimate payment of so l 
great a sum of money? 

I had supposedit to bovar diiy, asfáras prac- |i 
ticable, to guard and preserve the public prop- `. 
erty ahd the publie Treasury. Butit would seem | 
from the tone'and tempér.of the speech of the |; 
honorable Senstor from Mithigan that is no 
longeta virtue to guard the pablic Treasuty, to |; 
protect the people from needless taxation, batis || 
in his estimation an offense warranting per- | 
sonal denunciation, For drawisg attention to | 
this feature of the subject he las deemed it.: 


great enterprise. But, sit, why did he not 


quote me faitly? In the speech froth which He | 
read he knows that I said in this connection | 
that if there was a public necessity for the edn- | 
struction of this road with unusual rapidity that | 
the consideration of the loss of $64,000,000 |: 
ought not tò weigh to the amount of a feather. | 
Why did he not quote enough of what I said to : 
present my views fairly? Avas he unable to! 
meet the argument fairly deducible froma fall | 
statement of the facts? He knows that I did i 
not preseht that argument as conclusive against | 
the passage of his bill, but as collateral con- | 
sideration that enlightened Senators ought not |, 
to ignore; they ought not to close their eyes to | 
the fact that the construction of a competing 
line of foad probably will, iti the present con- 
dition of the country, under existing demands ' 
of commerce, wipe out the Government lien | 
on that road; and thus destroy Government | 
propetty to the amount of over sixty million | 
dollars. That may be regarded asa very trivial || 
suth of money now. The time hes been and the | 
time soon will be when the people of this coun- || 
try will consider it worth the careful, mature | 
reflection of their representatives in this Cham- | 
ber. Weretherea pressing necessity forthecon- : 
struction of this road rapidly, beyond the local ‘i 
wants of the people at each end of the line, | 
then I grant you that this consideration ought ! 
not to be weighed seriously, such a reason as ! 
existed during the war when we had no means | 
of communication between the people of | 
the great eae a valley and the people | 
occupying the-Pacifie States and Territories. |l 


: present yekr. 


That reason does not now exist. We have 
one line of railroad and a period of peace. 
There is nót à necessity, therefore, of granting 
subsidies in any form which shall tend to stim- 
ulate the construction of competing lines of 
road mote rapidly than the commercial inter- 
ests of the cotintry require. You haveone line. 
It is by no means certain that it will pay inter- 
est onthe investment. If it doesnot pay interest 


lien ig worthless. Why should you aid to 
make it worthless, unless those who champion 
this measure with such vigor and ability can 
assign satisfactory reasons? I say to this com- 
pany, ‘You have a gigantic grant; we made 


' that contract with you during the war; we were 


willing to give you large inducements to con- 


; Struct a road ;” for then it was by no means 


certain that the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany would build their line. I say to that com- 


: pany now, *‘ Keep your grant ; build the road ; 


we will keep faith with you; we will not deduct 
one acre of your land; we will not take from 


' you any of your rights; we will not diminish 


the value of your franchise; proceed under 


` your contract.” 


The honorable Senator from Michigan says 
“ No; they have been six years without build- 
ing any toad at all; they have been struggling 
and worrying.” Struggling and worrying at 


` what? I have mentioned heretofore in this 


digcussion that other companies were building 


- and had built railroads in the same neighbor- 
! hood, the line of this road or about where the 


line of this road is supposed to be. A road 
from St. Paul to the western point of Lake 
Superior will be completed during the present 
year. it had a grant of but five sections to the 
mile on each side, ten sections to the mile in 
all. That company has its road now nearly 
completed; and it will be completed during the 
This other company has not 
built a mile of toad, has not located its line, 
has not graded a single foot so far as the Sen- 
ate ig informed, At what, pray, has it been 
struggling? -What has been the occasion of 


i. this great worriment on the part of the com- 


any? If it eould not build the road across 

akota and Idaho, and eastern portions of 
Oregon and Washington Territory, pray why 
could it tot, and why did it not build it ih Min- 
nesota across those beantiful pane those rich 
prairies unsurpassed in excellence elsewhere, 
perhaps, on theedrth’s sutface? Why have they 
not built the eastern portion of their line? At 
what have they been wotrying? Whatate the 
insuperable obstacles that have risén across 
their pathway? Have they béen pointed out 
by any one in this Chamber? Not one has 
deigned to mention s fact or lo assign & reason 
in Support of the naked avermenf. ‘They chose 
to use their money in other enterprises; that is 
all. They chose to wait until the local enter- 
prisé of thé inhabitants of the country wonld 
enhance the value of their lands. They chose 
to avail themselves of the sweat and the toil 
of the ftontier settlers; those who are now 
occupying these prairie lands, arid by their 
labor are giving them value, They do not 
choose to be pioneers.’ They prefer to wait 
until other railroads should be built across 
this country, thus enhancing the value of their 
lands. They chose to wait and grow rich 
Prrougt the labor and toil of others; that is 
all. Did this oceasion great worriment? Why 
should they have been worried and aggrieved 
because they chose to wait until the toil of 
other men, until the sweat of other men’s faces, 
until the money out of other men’s pockets 
gave additional value to this grant? When- 
ever they choose to organize and go to work 
in earnest, they are certain of success, When 
others build roads with less than half the land 
grant they now hold, they cannot fail. But 
instead of rolling up their sleeves and going to 
work like others less favored by Congress, they 
come to this Chamber and ask for more lands. 
They have all that is available within a strip 


1870. 


of one hundred miles, and atill gay to you, ‘‘ We 
chose not yet to break ground until you give 
us all that is available within twenty by two 
thousand miles more.” I ask the American 
Senate if these gentlemen have made out acase 
either in equity or in law; have they made out 
a case of hardship? If I am competent to 
judge, there is no such case pending. They 
have a grant that is ample, an immense grant 
of land of immense agricultural importance 


largement of this strip of the public domain, 
from one hundred to one hundred and twenty 
miles in width? Had the company begun 
their work?” Notatall. They had not lifted 
a shovelful of dirt until this bill was before 


’ the Senate Committee on the Pacific Railroad, 


and great tracts bearing vast forests unsur- ` 


passed in value on the globe. They cau 
build the road whenever they choose to malte 
the effort. I referred when I last addressed 
the Senate on this subject to the report of their 
own officers. Their engineer, after a survey, 
and after a full reconnaisance in the field, stated 
to their banker that the lands already granted 
would build the road; that the Government. 


property already donated to these men would . 


build 
Has that statement of their engineer been gain- 
said? If he isright; if their own officers know 
the value of this property, how can the Senate 
justify an enlargement of the grant? 


Se ! 
May I make an appeal to my political asso- || in, 
: Minnesota?’ 


ciates on this floor? How will you justify it 
to the American people? Those of you who 


do not live in the land States may escape from | 
rebuke. Those of you who live in the land | 
I have : 
seen hundreds and thousands of men within | 


States and on the frontier will not. 


the last year searching for homes, searching for 
a spot of land on which to make a lodgment 


and then if the telegrams seen in the public 
press can be believed, they organized a com- 
pany and went up toward the eastern terminus 
of the road, in the midst of winter, and shoveled 


a little dirt and had it telegraphed allover the | 
country that they had ‘broken ground.’ | 
. They had not built a mile of road; they had | 


tion- house or a depot ; they had not- expended 


in the construction of the road a single dollar, 


the road without an additional dollar. ʻi 


i 
l 


1 


ii 


toil, by the use of their bone and muscle, bread ` 


for themselves and their families. 


They find : 


vacant land everywhere; vacant land not occu- , 


pied, not cultivated, but owned by railroad 
companies, 
forthem. Suppose one of these pioneers of 
the West comes to the margin of this fifty- 
mile grant along tbe line of this railroad within 
the belt of ten miles additional on each side, 
looking for a home. He finds the even-num- 
bered sections occupied by peaceable and pros- 


land enough and to spare, but not - 


a 


where they might dig out by their own hard | this extraordinary action?” 


and they had been holding the grant for six years. 
The pioneer might then well inquire, ** Why 
did our Senators aud Representatives: in Con- 
gress enlarge the grant, spread it out over 
twenty miles more of territory? Had not this 
souMess corporation already a grant large 
enough? If railroads in Iowa, Kansas, Mis- 


, souri, Arkansas, Wisconsin, and Michigan 
could be built with grants from six to ten miles. 


in width, why could they not be so built in 


could be so built in Minnesota with like. aid ; 


but a few miles away we have roads built by | 
He then `! 
i near sixty thousadd dollars a mile, 


the aid of six and ten-mile grants. 
inquires, “ Why the enlargement of this par- 


ticular grant already from two to fourfold © 
| larger than theothers? What reason did your 


Senators and members in Con: ess assign for 
Senators, will bring you face to face with these 
landless pioneers, who, being unable to pto- 
cure land for homes, must be hewers of wood 
and drawers of water for others, and come and 
go atthe beck and call of others more fortunate. 
How will you answerthem? When you come 
to meet your neighbors aud constituents face 


‘to face, how will you answer them? When 


rous inhabitants, surrounded by plenty. `: 


Reasonable toil under the dews and sunshine 
has filled his barns and store-houses. He sees 
the odd-numbered sections basking in the sun- 
light, laden with a native growth of grass, 
and forest stretching away for thousands of 


decides that he too will make a settlement, 
and by patient industry will also surround him- 


self with abundance—that for him and his de- ` 


pendent ones the horn of plecty shall be filled. 
ut he is informed that these broad acres are 
not Government lands; that years ago the 


American Congress granted them to a railroad | 
company to aid in building a road more than ` 
fifty miles away. What! all these lands ina | 


strip one hundred and twenty miles in breadth 
and more than two thousand miles in length? 
He demands a reason for such a grant, Per- 
haps he hails from Iowa. He knows that in 
lowa a grant of six sections to the 


that there a grant of three to five sections on 


wile built | 
aroad. He may hail from Kansas. He knows | 


each side of railroads secured their construc- ; 


tion. He may hail from Alabama or Missis- 


sippi or Louisiana or Arkansas. 


sections to the mile. But he is told that a 
munificent Governmentin this case first granted 
all the available odd-numbered sections for a 
space of fifty miles on each side of the line, and 
six years afterward enlarged it to sixty miles on 
each side. He inquires forthe reasons for this 


unaccountable disparity in the size of the grant. | 
He is told that the first grant was made during | 


the pendency of a great civil war, when the 


existence of the nation required railroad com- | 


munication between our eastern States and 
the Pacific, and that afterward an appeal was 
made to Congress for an enlargement of the 
grant, and the additional grant was made. 
He inquires, ‘‘ What were the circumstances 
under which the appeal was made for an en- 


I 


He knows || 
that the largest grant ever given there was six | 


you come to meet these men with hard handa, 
bronzed faces, and arms made sinewy with cou- 
tinuous toil, what reason will you render? 
Will it do to say that the original grant seemed 
to contemplate, by a loose interpretation of the 


| phraseology, that Congress intended that this 


company should obtain at least forty sections 


to the mile, and although they did not locate | 
| the line of the road for six years, and nobody 


miles, unoccupied, its bosom unstirred. He | now knows when or where it will be located, 


| yet it is thought possible that within the limits 
: of that grant some squatter, some preémptor, 


some homestead settler might have gone on 


he near future, 


; not built a bridge; they had not built.a sta- | 


His neighbors tell him they | 


‘s years. 


ahead of the railroad and taken his title to.a - 


few acres of the public domain, and this bill 


| was brought in to indemnify the company for 


‘quoted from his speeches, 


| the conveyance of land to the settler within this 


limit of the original grant of fifty miles? Will 


he not confound you with the inquiry, ‘‘ Was. 


any other railroad company?” 


the statute-books anywhere. wet 
This legislation is exceptional ; exceptional 

in the magnitade of the grant, exceptional in 

the fact that the company has slept on its 


rights and done no work, exceptional in this 


| claim to have indemnity for lands taken 


ap by 
settlers between the date of the passage of the 


law and the date of the location of the line of : 


the road. You cannot answer your constitu- 
ents. You cannot rendera satisfactory answer, 


as I humbly believe, to the people who have | 
indirectly given each of us our positions on | 


this foor. This measure is without a parallel ; 
and I beg Republican Senators to hesitate be- 
fore they put a club ofthis sort into the hands 
of our political opponents. f 
Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, I think 


there is no Senator on this floor who is better | 


able to befog us, perhaps not intentionally, or 
throw dust in our eyes, than the Senator from 
Towa. I have seen it stated in the papers, 
that this meastire 
gave astrip of country one hundred and twenty 


miles wide across the entire extent of this | 


any supplemental law ever enacted in favor of ; 
Not at all. | 
No such supplemental graut cati be found in || 
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i mks 
|| they can ever sell them: at that price. 
; company go on 
| motey and wait for the lands to be developed, 
` it seems to me they o 
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region. Of edurye the Senator qualifies that 
statement; but still, persons not listening 
closely would think that the company were 
getting one hundred and twenty miles of land 
across this ‘cutire region. He says it gives 
the lands within the limits of sixty miles on 
each side of the road. That, of course, if 
taken by itself, would convey the idea that they 
would rec@ive all that land; but he qualifies it. 

Then the Senatorsays that the Union Pacific 
Railrdad Company say they have expended 
not only their first mortgage bonds, but their 
sécond mortgage bonds, of which the average 
iè about thitty thousand dollars a mile for the 
first: mortgage on the entire line of the Union 
and Central Pacific, and $30,000 on the sec- 
ond mortgage, making $60,000 a mile which 
it has cost them to build that road. IF you 
acknowledge that it is going to cost this com- 
pany $60,000 a mile to build the road, as Ihave 
no doubt it will dnd more, asthe Union Pacific 
Company say it has cost them more, what does 
this laud grabt givé to the Northern Pacific 
road? It simply gives twenty-five thousand 
six hundred acrés pet mile, provided they get 


| the entire ainount, hills and valleys and timber 


lands, everything, of an average. They can- 
not possibly get more than that. Now, if you 
limit them to $2 50 un acre for all those lands 
on an average, it would give them something 
They 
have got to wait for the development of the 
lands, ‘They have got to build the road before 
tan sell the lands. They have got to 

the lands worth $2 60 an acre before 
If this. 
aud build the road with their 


nebt to have the advan: 
those lands: ‘hey Have got to wait 
We know that it is going to be a long 
before those lands can be settled up. 


tage of 


time 


' We know that it will be years before the lands 
_ on the line of the Union Pacific and the Cen- 
‘tral Pacifie are settled up, except through 
, Nebraska and Wyoming. There, perhaps, a 


| 


‘grant of land. If they could get 


' considerable quantity of the lands may be 


taken up within a few years} but the vast ex- 
tent of the land undoubtedly will be without 
any great sumber of inhabitants for many 
years to come. 
So it will be with the Northern Pacifié road. 
The company have got to wait a number of 
years before they can realize anything roe this 
the money 
fot this land all at once, if they were to receive 
S2 50 fot every acre of land they receive by 
this: grant, they could not possibly build the 


' road with the money. These men are willing 
| to- put their money iti to build this toad and 
' wit for the value of the lands to increase. 


-J eannot understand why the Senator from 
Iowa should insist so persistently that this is 
such an enormous ae of land and such an 
enormous favor to this company. , They have 
been assisted by the Government to but a very 
small extent compdred with the gratit to the 
Union and Central Pacifie roids. The Sen- 
ator says that this measure is going’to déstroy 


| the second mortgage bonds of the Central and 


Union Pacifie.. 
pore are willing to invest their dioney in the 

orthern Pacific railroad, will it not déstroy 
that at the same time? If these people are 
willing to risk their money in this ¢hterprise 
catnot the Government stand the corhpetition’ 
of private entetprise and priváte money? The 
Government has given not only money to the 
Central and Union Pacific roads, but it has 
given them lands. Now you desire to cripple 
this other company by withholding a portion 
of the lands that you originally gave them. 
They only ask you to make up the deficiency 
that may have occurred by reason of the land 
being taken up by actual settlers. It seemsto me 
that is very reasonable, very proper, very right, 
considering the magnitude of the enterprise 
aud the newness of the country through which 
this road is to pass. 


f that isthe cage, and if these 
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I will not detaia the Senate by a repetition 
of what I have heretofore said on this subject. 
The s hes both for and against this measure 
have been repeated over and over again. 
hope we may have a vote. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Stewart 
in the chair.) ‘The yeas and nays have been 
ordered on the ateodmout of the Senator from 
lowa, [Mr. HARLAN,} and the Secretary will 
call the roll. 

Mr. HOWELL. Ihave a few words to say 
on this subject before the roll is called, and 
but a few words. I do not propose to be mis- 
represented in regard to this matter. I do not 
propose to have improper imputations cast 
upun me in relation to it without repellin 
them, and I do not propose to be read out o 
the Republican party by any person in it on 
the ground that this is a Republican measure. 
‘These are someof the reasons why I feel called 
upon to make a few further remarks on this 
subject. 

I desire to say, in the first place, that the 
policy which has been indicated in the oppost 
tion to those railroad grants was one which I 
supported when I first came into the Senate, 
without any knowledge at that time that the 


I: 
‘| itation to $2 50 an acre and those who oppose E 
_ the extension of this enormous grant, comes | 


- 


chairman of the Committee on the Pacific Rail- ` 


road proposed to ask the Senate for this ad- 
ditional grant. He will understand, therefore, 
that I am not iafluenced by the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company in my opposition to the 
extension of the grant; that I am not influ- 
enced by anything that has been inspired 
through them, nor by any interest which I 
have or any favor that I have ever entertained 
toward the Union Pacific railroad. 

One other point to which I desire to refer is 
this question of speculation, and the inspira- 
tion of speculators, which was brought up here 
before by the chairman of the Committee on 
the Pacific Railroad. He repeats it again to- 
day, that we who seek to limit the lands to 
$2 60 an acre and to secure them to actual 
settlers do itin the interest of land speculators. 
I ask the Senator, how is it possible that Jand 
speculators can be actual settlers, and how can 
land speculators have rae interest in the project 
of keeping the price of the lands down to $2 50 
anacre? Thatis one of the arguments to which 
resort is had to cast odiam upon those who seek 
to limit the price of these lands for the ben- 
efit of the settlers and for the benefit of the 
country. 

As to this being a Republican measure, as to 
this being a policy which the Republican party 
must rally to the support of, as intimated by 
the chairman of the Pacific Railroad Commit- 
tee, I do not see it in that light at all. I see 
no party policy involved in it. 
greatest possible injury to the Republican party 
if we undertake to consider it or regard it at 


e 


‘| to the support of this measure. 


a 


. a railroad built, while at 
; their hands, and profit wit: 


us hold back some, even upon that principle, 
for other roads, and not give them all to one. 

This railroad company which comes here to |! 
denounce me and the other advocates of a lim- | 


with a very bad grace before the Senate of the 
United States to do this; and why? Because 
having received an enormous grant of lands 
six years ago, they have done nothing what- 
ever to forward the enterprise for which the 
lands were granted. As i understand, they 
divided out their original grant into twelve 
shares, and they have subdivided them into I : 
do not know how many since. Last winter | 
they went to Philadelphia and to Boston, and | 
they manipulated capitalists there and else- : 
where. They have sent theiragentsto Europe. | 
And now they come here to the Congress of 
the United States under a new inspiration and 
ask the Congress of the United States to give 
them an indefinite increase of land forthe con- 
struction of the Oregon branch and to extend 
their grant ten miles on each side, so as to 
render it one hundred and twenty miles wide 
from Lake Superior to Puget sound and down | 
to Portland. 

That is the kind of proposition for opposing 
which we are denounced here in every torm— . 
denounced as acting in the interest of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, denounced as act- 
ing in the interest of speculators, denounced as ` 
not sound Republicans—not in so many words, ` 
but thatistheimplication—which calls this one | 
of the enterprises of the Republican party and | 
seeks that the Republican party shall be rallied 
I repudiate 
the entire idea founded upon that presumption, | 
and every other idea which interferes with an 
honest, fair opposition to this measure as det- 
rimental to the interests of the country, as 
injurious to the settlers of the western country, 
as unjust to the landless people of the United 
States, and as a mere bribe to a great railroad 
company, the original corporators and the | 
original holders of the interest in which stand 
back and manipulate others, and seek to have | 
hold the capital in | 
out making any ex- 
nditure out of their own pockets, but seek- | 


' ing that it shall all be made by the Government . 


© bill I am 


I see it in the || Nebraska, [Mr. Tron. ] 


announcement made by the Senator from Mas- © 


sachusetts, [Mr. Witson,] of continual advo- 
cacy and support of a measure which shall 
limit the price of the lands granted in this wa 
to $2 50 an acre on the average, and whic 


monopoly by these railroad companies in these 
grants. 


It has been demonstrated—we have the offi- i Warner, sad Yate a. 


cial testimony of the engineer of the road—that 


the grant of twenty-five thousand acres of land | 
and upward to the mile is sufficient to build | 
this road. I believe that his testimony is sound, |, 


and that the grant already made is sufficient to 
build the road. I believe that the fifty million 


acres of land already held by this company are ` 


sufficient for one company. If the lands of 
the United States are to be dispensed to rail- 
road companies, I think fifty miilion acres 
is a sufficient amount for any one company, 
That is my judgment, in view of a fair division 
among the many railroad companies who are 


applying to Congress for grants of land. . Let |i the word * privileges” t 


of the United States for the promotion of their 
fortunes. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Iowa, [Mr. HagLax,] on which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered., 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. On this 
ired off with the Senator from 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


; Ited— $ : 
all as a party measure, as a measure in which | “wo e eas iy naya A; Aa follows 


the Republican party have any possible re- | 
spoiny. I repudiate the idea. I oppose | 
the idea and the policy utterly. I stand by the 


YEAS—Mezsrs. Buckingham, Casserly, Davis, Har- 
an, Howell, McCreery, Pratt, Saulsbury, Schurz, 
hurman, and Wiley—il. 

YS—Mesars. Ames,Anthony, Brownlow, Chand- 
ler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, 
Ferry, Flanagan, Gilbert, Uamiiton ot Texas, Ham- 
lin, Harris, Howard, Howe, Kellogg, McDonald, 
Morrillof Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Norton. Nye, 
Patterson, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Revels, Rice, Robert- 


i son, Ross, Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, Spencer, Stew- 
i art, Samner, Thayer, Trumbull, Williams, and Wil- : 


shall limit and prevent the perpetuation of a | #41 


| Hamilton of Maryland, 


ABSENT — Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Boreman, 
Cameron, Carpenter, Cattell, Conkling, Fowler, - 
Johnston, Lewis, Morton, | 


Osborn, Pool, Sprague, Stockton, Tipton, Vickers, 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HOWARD. If it be in order I wish to . 
move a few amendments. The first amend- | 
ment I wish to move is in line fourteen. Iam | 
not sure that the printed resolution which I : 
have is a copy of the one which is used by the , 
Clerk. The sentence is this: ji 

| 
| 
| 


Under the provisions and with the privileges and ` 
duties provided for in its act of incorporation. 


Mr. POMEROY. That is, you want to 
amend your own amendment ? ! 
Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir; by inserting after | 
he word ‘grante,’ BO i, 
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as to remove any ambiguity that might possibly 
arise. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD. In order to make it per- 
fectly certain that tbe grants made in this bill 
shall not include mineral lands, and to remove 
the objection of my friend from Iowa, 1 move 
to insert after the word ‘‘branch,’’ in the thir- 
tieth line of the bill that I have, these words: 
‘t except mineral lands as excepted in the char- 
ter of said company of 1864.” I take it that 
will answer the objection of the Senator from 
Iowa. 

Mr. HARLAN. I inquire of my honorable 
friend if he will not amend the phrascology of 
his amendment so as to read, ‘except mineral 


; and other excepted lands?” 


Mr. HOWARD. That is included in the 
amendment, ‘except mineral lands as ex- 
cepted by the charter.” 

Mr. HARLAN. Would not the words “as 
excepted in the charter’? apply merely to min- 
eral lands? 

Mr. HOWARD. Well, I have no objection 
to saying ‘‘except mineral and other lands, as 
past in the charter of said company of 
1864 ;"’ and I will move the amendment in that 
way. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will read that portion of the resolution as it 
will stand if amended. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Aswill make up such deficiency on said main lino 


or branch, except mineral and other lands as excepted 
in the charter of said company of 1864, to the amount 


` of the lands that have been granted, sold, reserved, 


occupied by homestead settlers, preempted, &c. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This amendment 
is intended to be in parentheses? 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. Agricultural sections are 
given by the original charter in lieu of mineral 
sections, and I do not, therefore, understand 
precisely for what purpose this exception is 
made. It looks to me to be in the right direc- 
tion; but I do not know that it is entirely con- 
sistent with the charter. The charter itself 
excludes certain mineral sections, that is, sec- 
tions having gold and silver, but it makes up 
for them by giving agricultural sections. Now, 
what is meant by this exception here? 

Mr. HOWARD. Iwill read the clause in 
the charter if the honorable Senator will allow 
me: 


“ That all mineral lands be, and the same are here- 
by, excluded from the operations of this act, and in 
lieu thereof a like quantity of unoccupied and un- 
appropriated agricultural lands, in odd-numbered 
sections, nearest to the line of said road, and within 
fifty miles thereof, may be selected as above pro- 
vided: And provided further, That the word ‘min- 
eral’ where it occurs in this act shall not be held 
to include iron or coal: And provided further, ‘That 
no money shall be drawn from the Treasury,” &c. 


Thisis reénacting the language of the charter. 

Mr. THURMAN. Is it the object of the 
Senator’s amendment to exclude the mineral 
lands from selection within the additional ten 
or twenty miles out of which deficiencies are 
to be made up? 

Mr. HOWARD. That is the object, andof 
course that is the sole object. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is a very proper 


' object, undoubtedly. Whether these words will 


have that effect or notI do not know. If the 
Senator has studied it of course I have no 


_ objection to the amendment, 


Mr. HOWARD. I think they will. I have 


no doubt about that. That is the purport of 


the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I offer the following amend- 
ment as an additional section to the bill : 


SEC. —. And be tt further enacted, That the lands 
granted by this act, excepting only such asaro neces- 
gary for the company to reserve for depots, stations, 


n side-tracks, wood-yards, standing ground, and other 


needful uses in operating tho road, and timber and 


' mineral land, shall be sold to actualsettlers only, and 
© In quantitics not more than one hundred and sixty 


acres to any one person, at such prices as will secure 
to said company, its successors or assigns as afore- 
said, an average price of not more than $2 60 peracre 


for the land actually certified by the Seeretary of the | 


Jnterior to said company for each completed section 
of ten miles of said railroad or branch thereof; and 
to insure an enforcement of th 


the lands granted in aid of the construction of the 


iz section it shall be |: 
the duty of the company receiving the certificates | 
from the Secretary of the Interior as aforesaid for 


first section of ten miles of said railroad ane branch | 


without delay to fix a price on each one hundred 


and sixty acre tract described in said certificates, in |, 


such manner and at such rates that the average price ' 
of the whole amount certified shall not exceed $2 W j 
ver acre, and report the same to the Secretary of the | 


nterior, exposing a copy of such report tothe public 
in the office of the secretary of such company, and 
the district land office; and any person actually set- 
tlingupon said land, or any Government subdivision 
thereof not greater than a qorrter section, shali have 
the right to purchase, at the price so fixed, any un- 
sold and yaclaimed parvel of said land upon payment 
of said price to the officer appointed to receive the 
money by said company : and on payment therefor 
it shall be the duty of the officer of such company to 
make out triplicate certifioatesof the sale under the 


seal of the company, send one to the Secretary of |. 


tho Tuterior, and deliver one to the purchaser, and 
retain the other for the use of the company; and it 


shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to |, 


issue to such purchaser a patent for the land de- 
scribed in bis certificate, as in cases of land sold by 
the United States. Y 


y the Secretary of the Interior on each succeeding 
completed section ‘of ten miles of the main line of 
said railroad, and the branch thereof: Provided, 
That no certiticate of lands to such company on any 
completed section after the first shall be made by the 
Secretary of the Interior until he shall have received 
a report, as aforesaid, of the price fixed on theland, 
certified for the next preceding completed section of 
said railroad or branch thereof: And provided further, 
That if any of the lands granted as aforesaid, and 
lying and being situated conterminons with any com- 
pleted section of ten miles of said road or branches, 
shall remain unsold and not paid for, according to 


the provisions of this act, for one year after the com- || 


pletion of said seciion, the certificates heretofore 
issued may be returned to the Secretary of the In- 
terior, whereupon patents to said lands shall beissued 
to the company. And the Secretary of the Interior 
shall prescribe all necessary rules and regulations to 
earry into effect this act. 


Mr. HARLAN. I did not understand the 


reading of the last clause in the amendment. | 


I should like to have it reported again. 
Mr. POMEROY. 


in ' 


And the same form of proceeding ;' 
shall be observed with respect to the lands certified : 


If the lands are not sold | 


within the year the certificates that have been | 


issued may be retarned, and patents issued 
really to tbe company. That is the last 
clanse. 

Mr. HARLAN. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the last proviso of the 
amendment. 

Mr. HARLAN. Iam almost sure the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts will not desire that 
clause retained. I think it would be much 
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i word, although the bill of which this amend- 
: ment is a transcript has been considered by the 
committee of the House and the Committee on 
Public Lands of the Senate and approved by 
them, that while it might be applied to some 


bills without injury, yet if you put it on this | 
bill it can only apply to lands that are fifty | 


miles away from the road, and $2 50 is too 
much to ask for them; they are not worth the 


money. 
Mr. HARLAN. It will apply to the whole 
of the grant on the branch road. ; 
Mr. POMEROY. Yes, on the whole of the 
branch road. ‘That is true. 
© Mr EDMUNDS. 
revent the construction of the branch. 
; The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator {rom lowa 
to the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. 
The amendment to the amendment was 
‘| rejected. 


d 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 


Massachusetts. 


, great Northern Pacific railroad. I believe it 

| railroads. 

| upon its line than upon the line of the Central 

| Pacific railroad. When the road is completed 
I have no doubt the lands will be worth three 

or four times more than the lands are worth on 

the Central Pacific road. I take it that the 


. lands granted on the line of that road are not | 


. worth to-day more than fifty cents an acre on 
the average. 

I do not wish to do anything to prevent the 
| building of this road. Perhaps the people in 
| my section of the country have a deeper inter- 
; est in the building of this road than in any 


We have made im- 


now, and adhering to it. 
We have made 


, mense land grants in the past. 


'| not only land grants, but we have granted the 


better to say that if not sold within one or two ` 


years it shall afterward be subject to sale at 
$1 25 an acre. 
for the company to obstruct the sales for one 


It would be a very easy thing, | nent of the country, and that dangerous policy 


year; and if at the expiration of one year a | 


deed is to be given to the company for the 


whole of the land not sold during the first | 
year I think the amendment will be practi- | 


cally worthless. 


Mr. POMEROY. Asettler, undertheamend- | 
ment, has the right for a year, without getting | 


the consent of the company even, to have his 


land at what shall be called an average price i| these lands be granted; let them be sold; let | 


of $2 50 an acre; but if at the end of the year 
there are lands not sold, then the company 
have the land; that is, the company get the 
money or the land at the end of a year from 
the time each section is built. Thatisthe mean- 
ing of it. 

Mr. HARLAN. In order to test the sense 
of the Senate I will move to strike out that 
clause, if that motion be-now in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in order. 
The Senator from Iowa moves to amend the 
amendment. The part proposed to be stricken 
out will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

And provided further, That if any of the lands 
granted as aforesaid, and lying and being situated 
conterminous with any completed section of ten miles 
of said road or branches, shall remain unsold and not 
paid for according to the provisions of this act, tor 
one year after the completion of said section, the 
certificates heretofore issued may be returned to the 

ecretary of the Interior, whereupon patents to said 
lands shall be issued to the company. And the Sec- 
retary of the Interior shall prescribe all necessary 
Tules and regulations to earry into effect this act, 


credit of the Government to build a Pacific : 
railroad; and one year ago we had proposi- || 


; tions here to pledge the faith of this Govern- 


| ment to redeem $250,000,000 of interest to aid | 


in building seven great railways. That was met. 
; It was opposed just as this is opposed. It was 
settled by Congress and settled by the judg- 


of granting the credit of the Government or 
guarantying interest is ended, and probably 
ended forever. 


cations here for land grants at this session. 
I am willing to continue this policy of land 


that shall prevent railroads from holding large 
| masses of lands for a rise in the market. Let 


| them be sold at reasonable rates; and let the 
money go into the treasuries of those com- 
panies to aid in building the roads. In the 
long run I believe it will be for the interest of 
the roads to adopt this policy. 

Sir, I am in favor of building a southern 
railway to the Pacific, and I hope it will be 
built. I would not hurry either the northern 
or the southern road; I would not hurry any 
of these railways beyond the demands of the 
country. The tendency in this country has been 
for the last eight or ten years, especially for 
the last five years, to push railroads, not beyond 
the wants of the country, but beyond the ability 
of the country to pay for their being built ; and 
we have borrowed millions in Europe, and are 
in the markets all the time keeping up the rates 
of interest and affecting all the business of the 
country bythe manner in which these railroad 
projects have been pushed. 


|| on a railroad in regard to which the people of 


Mr. POMEROY. I will say in a single 


That is to say, it will ' 


recurs on the amendment of the Senator from | 


| Mr. WILSON.-Mr. President, I wish to say |, 
| in the outset that I am in favor of building this | 


will be in the end the best of all the Pacific -| 
There is certainly more good land ` 


- other railroad. But, sir, I offer this amend- || 
' ment because I am in favor of the policy it- 
contains and in favor of inaugurating the policy » 


i| prevent it, I should like to know? 


Now, sir, we have a large number of appli- 


grants; but 1 wish to accompany it with a policy | 


Now. sir, I choose to commence right here | 


my State and my section of the country have 
a deeper interest than any other, and to apply 
j| this policy, as far as I am concerned, to this 
| road, and then continue it to all other roads 
that are here asking for the public lands. I 
believe it to be in the interest of the country 
as a whole, in the interest especially of the 
toiling men of the country, of the landless men 
of the country, the actual settlers on the public 
. lands; and it is not hostile to the real interests 
of the railways themselves, But, sir, that is 
| the last consideration with me in regard to all 
| these matters. The railroads have governed 
, legislative bodies quite too much. I hope the 
day is far distant when they will have any voice 
in the Congress of the United States to affect 
' our legislation or to direct the policy of this 
' Government. At any rate, if the attempt is 
© made, I choose for one to meet it. And if 
ii there are agents in this Chamber now or at 
' any other time, or about the Chamber, or in 
“ the galleries, or in the Capitol, or in the city, 
| interested in these matters, I choose for one 
| not to be dictated to by them, nor to have them 
| 


come here undertaking to influence or to direct 
; our action. 

I choose for one in this matter to exercise 
my own judgment. Ihave examined this ques» 
|| tion. Lama member of the Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad. Ihave seen something of 
the pressure to obtain these lands, as I saw 
last year something of the pressure to make a 
‘ combination of seven great railway schemes to 
‚i obtain a guarantee of $250,000,000 of interest 
| to railroads. I had something to do with defeat- 
‘ing that project. Sir, I hope to live to see the 
i; time when we will grant our lands to build 
' railways; when we will do it with care; when 
i we will so do it that railroads will not hold 
l: great masses of the public domain and control 
' them, or hold them for speculative purposes 
| againat settlers or against the interests of the 
, laboring men and the landless men of this coun- 
try. I believe that to be sound policy, which 
should be adhered to, whether railways asking 
assistance here like itor not. I care a vast 
deal more for the interests of the country and 
the interests of the toiling men of the country 
than I do for the interest orthe complaints of 
the men who are asking for public favors. 

Mr. HOWELL. The Senator from Ver- 
i| mont remarked in a dogmatic kindof way that 
this amendment would prevent the building of 
‘| the branch railroad that runs through Wash- 
i| ington Territory into Oregon. How will it 
We had 
the other day a grant of alternate sections for 
twenty miles ou each side for a railroad to be 
built in Oregon. I presume the character of 
the country over which that road runs is quite 
as difficult to build a railroad upon as the 
country through Washington Territory upon 
|| which this branch road is to run. 

Mr. SPENCER. Will the gentleman yield 
to me to make a motion to go into executive 
session ? 

Mr. HOWELL. Not now. I only have a 
word or two more to say. Now, what is the 
|| amount of this grant? The amendment pro- 
poses to limit the price of the land to $2 50 
an acre. The grant amounts to twenty-five 
thousand six hundred acres per mile. ‘That, 
at $2 50 an acre, would amount to $64,000 a 
mile—$64,000a mile for this branch as well as 
for the whole railroad! Butthis branch is over 
near the Pacific. If there is not any ‘‘aid’’ in 
$64,000 a mile, pray how much does it take to 
constitute “aid” in building a railroad? What 
is asked for here? “Aid” to construct a rail- 
road? That is not what they are seeking for. 
They are seeking the means to construct a rail- 
road, and give a fortune to the corporators over 
i| and above the construction of the railroad, by 
the lands granted by the United States Gov- 
ernment. That is the only object of this im- 
mense grant. It can have no other object. 
Sixty-four thousand dollars a mile, by the lim- 
itation of $2 50 an acre as the price of the 
land, ig provided in this grant, and yet they 
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scout that as limiting the amount below the 
necessities of the road. Consequently they 
mest bold on to the land interminably uutil 
they can sell it for a much higher price than 
that, and thus realize fortunes outofit. I trust 
that those who have any consideration for the 
interests of the people of this country, as in 
opposition to railroad companies, will come 
up and vote for this reasonable amendment 


that is offered, and not surrender themselves, `; 
body and soul, to be run by the railroad com- ': 


panies of the country here. 
Mr. SPENCER. 
roceed to the consideration of executive 
usiness. 
Mr. RAMSEY. Let us take the vote now. 
I think we can vote at once. 


t 
I move that the Senate | 


has preceded it. In that point of view the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts 
is evidently defective. 

It is also defective in that it proceeds upon 
the idea that the sections of the road are to be 
of ten miles only, whereas the original charter— 
the Senator from Michigan who has charge of 


: this resolution will correct me if I am wrong— 


each. 
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j: 
f 
provides that the sections of the road shall i 

e completed, in advance, of twenty-five miles .. 


which I desire to propose complies with the ` 


original charter of the road. I ask leave, there- 
fore, to offer this amendment in lieu, or by way 


In that respect also the amendment ' 
. striking out the 


- of amendment, which ever may be in order, to ` 


Mr. SPENCER. If there was any prob- : 
ability of taking a vote without further debate, ;: 


I would withdraw the motion; but I do not 
imagine there is any probability of that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 


ator yield until the Chair can test the question ` 


whether the vote can be taken? 


Mr. SPENCER. Forthe purpose of having `: 


a vote, I will yield. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Isthere objection ` 


to taking a vote at the present time? 
Mr. CASSERLY. 
what the pending amendment is. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
WIESON. | 


Mr. CASSERLY. I have had an amend- 


ment lying on the table of each Senator for | 
several days, which I desire to offer in place | 
of the ameridment of the Senator from Massa- ' 
chusetts, dnd upon that motion, if it be inorder; ; 


I wish to make a few remarks, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Alabama made a motion to go into èx- ` 


should like to: know, 


It is the amend- , 


ecutive session, but said he would yield to allow -' 


the vote to be taken on this amendment. The 
Senator from California is recognized. 
Senator from Alabama claims the floor he is 
entitled to it. 


be taken, and not forany other purpose. The 


If the ` 


He yielded to allow the vote to | 


Senator from California indicates his desire to |: ` otve 
: the president and s¢cretary of-said. company, or itg. 
suecessors or assigns, shal} file or cause to be filed : 
with the Secretary of the Interior maps designating ‘|, 
the route of said road and branch thereof it shall be.: 


debate the amendment. 

Mr. SPENCER. Then I insist où uty mo- 
tion. [' Nol’? “Nol’’] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us finish this bill 


first. 
The VICE PRESIDENT, The question is ; 


on the motion of the Senator from Alabama, 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 


The motion was not agreed to; there being, - 


on a division—ayes 13, noes 28. 

Mr. CASSERLY. The amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts contains in great 
part. the principle of the amendment which I 
propose now to offer ; that is to say, it provides 


ment by actual settlers, and it provides further 
that the title to these lands shall not be vested 
in the railroad company during a certain pe- 
riod of time, having reference to the construc- 
tion of the road; and for that purpose it pro- 
vides that on the completion of esth section 
of the road a cettain number of certificates, 
corresponding with thé number of acres acera- 


ing for each section of the road, shall be issued | 


to the company, and the company shall dis- 
pose of those certificates to persons desiring 
to become actual settlers and -to acquire title 
as such. In that respect the amendments are 


substantially the same. The difference is one | 


of detail: 
There is also this difference, that I think the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts 


is evidently a portion of a larger measure which | 


contains provisions that are assumed in the part 
which he has offered, and which yet require 
the preeeding part of the original measure to 
be inserted in order to make those assumptions 
intelligible ; that is to say, it refers to the ‘said 
certificates ;’’ it refers to proceedings for cer- 


tifying, evidently contemplating something that |! fied byt 


: Number, and so on, until said. road and | 
; completed, and the grants and powers héreby made . 
' to arid conferred upon said 
dition that said road and braneh shall be eompleted | 
within the time heretofore provided by law for the | 
| completion of spid road . 
it further rézolved, That as soon as ` 


| draw from market an 
: embraced within the provisions of this act. 


that these lands shall be kept open to settle- || 1%. Price on each 


‘| section of said railroad or brane 


the amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 


' setts. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in otder as 
a substitute. The Senator from California 


,: moves to amend the amendment of the Sen- 
: ator from Massachusetts by striking out all 


after the word ‘‘that’’ and inserting what will . 


be read. 


The Secretary read the miatter proposed to 


be inserted, as follows: 
The lands hereby granted to said company (except 
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may besold by said company at any price not excced- 
ing $2 50 per acre. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I ask leave to correct 
the amendment in two particulars. I propose 
to strike out in line thirteen, page 1, from the 
word ‘lands’? down to the word “lands” in 
the fifteenth line, on the second page, the object 
being to make it clear that it only applies to 
such lands as are granted by this resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from California modifies his amendment hy 
ortion indicated by him. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I ask leave also in line ` 
thirteen, on page 3, for the purpose of giving 
to the Secretary of the Interior the right to pre- 
scribe the system of averaging, to insert after 
the word ‘‘thereafter’’ in that line the words 


' “under instructions prescribed by the Secre- 
' tary of the Interior ;’’ so that it will read, ‘Sand 


within one year thereafter, under instructions 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, to 
fix a price on each one hundred and sixty acre 
tract deseribed in said certificates.’’ I suppose 


_ there will be no objection to these corrections, 


such portionsthercof asshall be used by said company 


for depots, ditches, water-stations, round-housos, . 


coal, wood, lumber, and cattie-yards, sites for work- 
shops and other buildings orstructures necessary for 


:: said road or branch road) shall be disposed of in the 


manner following, namély; whenever any section of 
twenty-five consecutive miles of said road or branch 
is completed in agood, substantial, and workman-like 


: manner, as a first-class railroad, as provided in the 
` act creating said company, then the Secretary of the 


Interior shall issue to said railroad company, its 
successors or assigns, certificates for all the lands, in 
alternate sections or parts of sections designated by 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator has 
a right to modify his own amendment. 

Mr. CASSEKLY. I should have said when 
I was last on my feet that there is nothing, or 


| very little, in this amendment of mine which 


is original with me. It is based substantially 
ori the elaborate and thorough amendment of 


i; the Senator from Iowa who last spoke, [Mr. 
’ HOWELL, 


as prepared and presented by him 


|| to the aa ae bill known as the Dakota bill. 


! 


hereby granted and being within said completed sec- | 

tion of twenty-five miles, for tho benefit of the said | 

road. Whenever another sectionof twenty-fivedon- |’ 

secutiye miles shall have heed somploveda as afore- : 
e 


said, then the Secretary of the Interior shall 
certificates to and deliver the sànte to said railroad 


all issue `. 


company, its successors or assigns, having or receiv- ` 
. ing the benofit of this grant, in like manner for alike 


company are upon con- 


antl its equipment. 
EC. —. And 


the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to with- 


Sen —, And be it further resolved, That the lands 
gran 
to make actual scttlements thereon, and improve- 
ment thereof, at such prices as will secure to stid 


company, its suceessors or assigns, as aforesaid, an 


average pripe of not.more than 92 50 per acre for the. 
ii land actually certified for cach completed section of 
‘| said railroad or branch thereof; and to insure an 


enforcement of this section it shall bothedaty of the | 


company receiving thecertificates from the Secretary 


of the Interior as aforesaid, for the lands granted in. 


aid of the construction of the first section of said rail- 
road and branch, and within one year thereafter, to 
ach one hundred and sixty acre tract 
said certificates, in such manner and at 


described i 
Hat the average price of the whole amount 


such ratest 


certified shall not oxceed $3 50 per aere, and report | 


the same to the Secretary of the Interior, exposing 
one copy of such report to the public in the otlice of 
the secretary of such company, and another in the 


actually settle upon and improve said land, or any 
government subdivision thereof, shall have theright 


EEN 


to purchase at the price so fixed any unsold parcel : 


of said 


land upon pay ment of said price; and on pay- ` 


ment therefor it shall be the duty of the secretaryof : 


such company to make out duplicato certificates of : 


the sale under the seal of the company, send one to` 


the Seeretary of the Interior, and deliver the other ‘| 


to the purchaser; and it shall be the duty of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to issue to such purchaser a 
patent for the land described in his certificate, as in 


same form of proceeding shall be observe 


Interior on each succeeding completed section of the 


Provided, That no certificate of lands to such com- 
pany on anycompleted section after the firstshall be 


made by the Secretary of the Interior until he shall | 
have received a report, as aforesaid, of the pricefixed | 


on theland,certified for thenext preceding completed 

2 thereof; And pro- 
vided further, That any land embraced within the 
grant made by this act, remaining unsold by the 
company consiructing said main line for the period 
of three years after the same shall have been certi- 


e Secretary of the Interior, as aforesaid, | 


ranch are ;' 


sale or entry the lands |: 


: cast on each side. 


I think probably the alterations which I have 


i judg entleman. 
odd numbers, situated within the limits of the lands | made will meet the judgment of that gentleman 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from California to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, 

The question being put, it was declared that 
the ‘‘noes’’ appeared to have it. 

Mr. CASSERLY,.. Nobody appears to have 
voted. I think there were only three votes 
J ask for a division. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Chair thinks 


i: wore than that voted. 


Mr. CASSERLY. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, if he did me the honor to listen to 
what I said, must agree that his amendment is 
defective, because it refers to matter previous 
which is not contained in it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Qn this ques- 


Dy thia cot shall be sold to porsona deen i tion the Senator from Califórnia demands a 


division. ; 

Mr. WILSON.. I will simply say in regard 
to my amendment that it has been agreed to, 
assented to, and approved by the Committees 
on Public Lands of both Houses.: I think it 
only applies to the additional land granted by 
this bill. . td of ce L 

Mr. CASSERLY,. If the Senator will allow 


‘me, and the Senate, before taking the vote, I 


did not suppose there could be any contest 
as to what 1 stated; but I will read now por- 
tions—they will be very short—of the amend- 
ment of tlieSenator from Massachusetts, which 


will show to. evarybody’s satisfaction who will. 
land office of the district; and any person desiring to |: 7 J sacho 


attend to what I read that I was right in my 
statement. In the first section of his amend- 
ment, on the first. page; lines nine and ten, 
you find the words: 

An averago pricé of Hot mero than $2 60 per acro 


for the land actually certified by-the Secretary of 
the Interior to said ies ane 


Now, there is evidently an implication that 


| ore is.a provision providing for the certifying 

cases of land sold by the United States. And tha f 

with | 
spect to the lands certified by the 8 the | ; i 

respect to tho lands certi y the Secretary of tho '' But that is not so strong as the next clause in 

main line of said railroad and the branch thereof: `i 


of the land by the Secretary of the Interior, 
and there is none, of course, in this, resolution. 


the same sentence, commencing in line thir- 
teen: 


And to insuré the enforeemént of this section it 
shall be the daty of the company receiving the cer- 


` tifieates from the Secretary of the Interior, as afore- 
: said, for the lands granted in aid of the construction 
: of tho first section of ten miles, &c. 


Senators will perceive it requires legislation 


to provide for the issuance of those certifi- 


cates by the Secretary of the Interior for the 
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lands called for by the preceding section, and 
there is nothing in the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts to supply that legis- 
lation. I have no doubt that the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts was based 
in the main in the House of Representatives, 
where it seems to have been agreed upon, on 
the amendment of the Senator from lowa to 
the Dakota bill; but the person who copied 
out this amendment as presented by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts—originally it was an 
amendment offered by the Senator from Kan- 


sas, the chairman of the Committee on Public . 


Jands—omitted the preceding part of the 
Dakota amendment; and hence it seems to 
me undoubtedly clear and certain that the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts would be inoperative if it should be 
adopted, for want of the preceding provisions, 
which do enact the system of certificates and 
the issuance thereof by the Secretary to these 
companies in lieu of patents. 

Mr. POMEROY. The principal difficulty 
with the amendment of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia is that it requires the lands to be witb- 
drawn from market before they are surveyed, 
which is an impossibility. As soon as the line 
of the road is located his amendment requires 


that the Secretary of the Interior shall with- : 


draw the lands, all of them that are granted by 


the act. It cannot bedone. He can only with- © 


draw them as fast as the surveys are made and 
reported to the office, and no faster. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I consent that that may ` 


be stricken out. That isa good criticism. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from California strikes out the second section 
of his amendment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I consent that that be 
stricken out. 

Mr. POMEROY. There is no essential dif- 
ference after that between the twoamendments. 
There is a difference in manner, but they both 
arrive at the same thing. 

Mr. CASSERLY. fask the Senator from 
Kansas, if he will allow me, where is the pro- 


vision of law to-day permitting the Secretary of . 


the Interior, on the completion of any twenty- 
five miles or any other section of a railroad, to 
issue certificates to these companies as their 
only muniment of title from the beginning to 
the end of the work ? 


Mr. POMEROY. Almost every land grant ` 
contains this phrase in it: that the land, as fast | 


as each section of ten or twenty miles is built, 


shall be certified to the company ; thatis, there ‘: 
shall be a certificate issued to the company. | 
In certify- ' 


That is what the Department do. 
ing to the company that so much land is due, 


they issue a land certificate, and that certificate | 
under the operation of this amendment will ; 


draw the patent, in whosesoever hands it may 
be found. 
Mr. CASSERLY. Very well. The 


i oint 
is, which seems to escape the notice of the | 
Senator from Kansas, that those provisions | 
he speaks of all contemplate and involve the ` 
issuance of a patent to the railroad companies ;; 


at some peri 


Now, the amendment which the Senator from ; 


Massachusetts offers contemplates and involves 
the negation of that practice by limiting the 
company as evidences of title merely to these 


certificates; and futhermore, his amendment | 


goes on to say that these certificates shall be 
for one hundred and sixty acres each. 

Mr. POMEROY. Exactly; theyalwaysissue 
them in that way. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Isupposed when I called 
the attention of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts to it he would be satisfied that his amend- 
ment was not operative for the reason which I 
have mentioned; but I do not wish to debate 
it any further, having read what the amend- 
ment states. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is | 


On agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from California as modified by him, leaving 
out the second section, to the amendment of 


during the progress of the work. ` 


the Senator from Massachusetts, upon which 
he demandsa division. Senators are requested 
: to vote in the affirmative or negative, so that a 
|} quorum may be found voting. 
O Mr. CASSERLY. I withdraw the call. 
‘ The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamendment 
to the amendment is not agreed to. 

The question recurring on Mr. Wivson’s 
amendment, it was rejected. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, we were 
up here until after two o'clock, I think, this 
morning, and I do not think there is tlie least 
possibility of getting through with this bill 
without sitting until two o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 
the consideration of executive business, 

Mr. HOWARD. That is not in order. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I move an adjourn- 
ment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of 
the Senator from Qhio is in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN, If my colleague will with- 


' ment is to prevent the settlement of. the coun- 
. try for three years after the road is built. 


It 
will tie up the land. 

Mr. HARLAN. This is au exact copy of 
the provision inthe Union Pacific railroad bill. 

Mr. HOWELL. I had the floor and was 
going to remark that I copied this clause pre- 
cisely in words from the Union Pacific railroad 
bill, which has been held up here as a model 
by those who advocate this measure, and they 


ought not, 1 submit to the Senator from Min- 


nesota, to go back on that, 
Mr. RAMSEY. Is the country on the line 


` of that road settled ? 


I move that the Senate proceed to ` 


Mr. HOWELL. That has nothing to do 
with the question. Iwas going to state the 
object which I had in offering this amendment. 
In the first place, I have striven to secure 
lands for the settlers on these fifty-odd million 
acres of public land that are given away toa 


© railroad company. Failing in that, I now wish 


draw his motion for a moment I wish to make , 


a suggestion to him. Perhaps both he and I 
will desire to be away to-morrow, and I should 
like to have a vote on this bill to-day. . I have 
nothing to say in regard to the merits of the 
bill. i think we had better go on unless my 
colleague wishes to make a speech upon it; 
but I believe he has already expressed his 
views. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ido not wish to make 
i aspeech on the general question of railroad 

nts. I have already said to the Senate all 
that I desired to say on that question, but there 
are amendments that I wish to offer to this 


bill, and I do not wish to sit here until mid- , 


night to see this bill passed to-night. 
Mr. STEWART. We shall get a vote soon. 
. Mr. THURMAN. We cannot possibly pass 
‘it to-day. I insist on my motion that the Sen- 
` ate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will the Senator 
allow me to make a suggestion? 
Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 


go on and finish this bill. I shall feel con- 
strained, if there is much delay about it, and 
I give notice to the Senate that to-morrow at 
one o'clock I shall ask its indulgence to con- 


~ gider the legislative, executive, and judicial ` 


appropriation bill. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The Senator is aware that 
' there is a special order for to-morrow, or as 
soon as this bill is through. 

Mr. THURMAN. This wili bethe unfinished 
business for to-morrow if we adjourn now. I 


the consideration of executive businéss. 
: Mr. HOWARD. [hope not. 
| Mr. THURMAN, I call for the yeas and 
nays. : 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 


ton of Maryland, Harris, Howell, McCreery, Pratt, 
Saulsbury, Sumner, and Thurman—ll. ae 

1 NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Brownlow, Bucking- 
i ham, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin. Edmunds 
|: Ferry, Flanagan, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamlin, Howard, 
‘| Howo, Kellogg, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Mor- 
rill of Vermont, Nye, Osborn, Pomeroy, Ramsey, 


! Seott, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Thayer, Willey, 
Williams and Wilson—37. 
: ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Bayard, Cam- 


| eron. Carpenter, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, Fenton, 


mn 
t ton, Norton, Patterson, Pool, Sprague, Stockton, 


i| Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, and Yates—24. 
l| So the motion for an executive session was 
! not agreed to. 


|| Mr. HOWELL. 1 offer this following amend- 
‘| ment, to come in at the end of the joint reso- 
;! lution: 

| Provided, That all the lands granted by this reso- 
‘| lution which shall not be sold or disposed of by said 
‘| company within three years after the road shall havo 
| been completed, shall be eubject to settlement and 
| preemption like other lands, at a price not exoeed- 


i ing $125 per acre to be paid to said company. 


ii Mr. RAMSEY. ‘The effect of that amend- 


il Revels, Rice, Robertson, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, ! 


Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Johnston, Lewis, Mor- ;; 


to prevent a perpetual monopoly of over fifty 
million acres of lands by an immense railroad 
company ; for let it be understood in the Senate 
and ie the country that this railroad company 
ig SO manipulated and so organized, and the 
stock is being so distributed, that it now pro- 
poses to make itself an immense stock com- 
pany, which, having the capital to build the 
road, will build it and hold on to these lands, 
that they may increase in value by the influences 
of the road, by the settlement of the country, 
by the labor which the settlers who buy the 
alternate sections shall put on those lands which 
they buy of the Government. 

This grant extends to sixty miles on each side 
of the road, and the amount of lands granted 
will be held in perpetuity by this company 
unless you have some such provision as this. 
Now, I insist that we shall not encourage und 
foster and provide by law for such an immense 
monopoly of lands across the continent of 
America; and, sir, I hope that the American 
Senate, and that those who are specially inter- 


- ested in advocating this road, who live in that 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Í hope we shall :, 


_in that region, in time to come. 


insist on my motion that the Senate proceedto | 


. taken, resulted—yeas 11, nays 37; as follows: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Boreman, Casserly, Davie, Hamil- Iowa to accept that modification. 


| set up here and advocated so frequently. 


region of country, will not by their action here 
to-day cause their posterity to curse their mem- 
ories for thus building up such an immense 
monopoly to the detriment of the country, to 
the oppression and injury of all who may settle 
This, sir, is 
all I have to say on this subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ax- 
TRONY in the chair.) The question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Iowa, [ Mr. 
Howe. ] 

Mr. CASSERLY. I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I ask the Senator from 
Towa to amend the amendment by extending 
the time from three to five years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 


7 Senator from California move to amend the 


amendment? 

Mr. CASSERLY. I ask the Senator from 

Mr. HOWELL. I have no objection to any 
limitation that amounts to anything. I waa 
only copying the model which gentlemen nae 
have no objection to changing the time to five 
years if anybody will be influenced by that to 
vote for the amendment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. My desire is to make it 
as indulgent as possible to the railroad com- 
panies in order that we may see whether any 
good can come ont of them. 

Mr. HOWELL. I will agree to that. 
modify the amendment. 

Mr. HOWARD. It is easy to see that this 
amendment would have a very injurious effect 
on the mortgage which it is proposed to exe- 


I so 


| cute on these lands. That isall I haveto say. 


Mr. HOWELL. The only interest that 


' seems to be regarded is the interest of the rail- 


road company and the mortgagees. I have an 
interest, and the United States and the people 
who are to settle there have an interest, and 
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it is their interest I advocate, not the interest 
of the railroad company and its mortgagees. 
That is all I have to say. i 
Mr. HOWE. I am interested inthe United | 
States and also in this railroad, and I think I 
shall vote for this amendment, for I have no 
belief that we shall ever find a company that | 
is plucky enough to hold on to these lands for 
five years after the road is built. As soon as 
eople goin there and commence laying taxes, 
[take 1t, the company, if it has judgment enough 
to build a railroad, will have judgment enough 
to get rid ofits lands as quickly as possible. 


; they are now taking in the form of public lands 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, |, 


resulted—yeas 13, nays 34; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Boreman, Casserly, Davis, Fowler, | 
Harlan, Harris, Howe, Howell, McCreery, Saulsbury, 
Thurman, Willey, and Wilson—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, 
Fenton, Ferry, Flanagan, Gilbert, Hamilton of 
Texas, Hamlin. Howard, Kellogg, McDonald, Mor- 
rill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Nye, Os- 
born, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Revels, Robertson, Ross, 
Bawyer, Scott, Sherman, Stewart, Thayer, and Wil- 

iams—34. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Cameron, Car- 

. penter, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, Hamilton of Mary- ! 
land,Johnston, Lewis, Morton, Patterson, Pool, Pratt, 


Rico, Schurz, Spencer, Sprague, Stockton, Sumner, ` 


Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, and Yates—25. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, we are | 
making progress. We have actually gotten : 
thirteen votes in this Senate for a proposition 
that consults the interests of the people of the 
country to a great extent. Now, inhopes that ' 
we may gain a little on the next vote and per- 
haps carry something, I propose to renew that 
amendment enlarging the period from five to |: 
ten years. That perhaps will dispose of an ' 
objection, which in my humble judgment had ;: 
nothing in it anyway. I mean that one pre- 
sented by the Senator from Michigan that the 
interests of the company in mortgaging these 
lands would be affected by that provision. 
cannot imagine any way in which its interests 
could be affected by that provision except on 
the ground that the time was too short. To . 
meet that objection I propose to renew the 
amend ment extending the time from five to ten 
years after the completion of the road. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
California, which will be reported, if desired. ` 

Mr. CASSERLY. I call the attention of 
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Senate. I therefore would suggest to the gen- 
tlemen that they should abate on the plunder 


at least fifty per cent. and let the future have 
some chance. 

Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President, I am per- 
fectly willing and desirous to give all necessary | 
aid for the construction of these great works | 
of internal improvement. I mean to say all ! 
necessary aid to enable capitalists, with the use ; 
of a portion of their own means, to construct ; 
them; and to give every necessary facility to ` 
enable private capital to construct these works - 
within a reasonable time, and to enable them 
to do so in such a way that the result shall be 
their own private emolument to a reasonable 
degree. But, sir, I cannot feel the influence 
of the appeal of Senators made to us here 


_ to-day. I cannot but think that the time has ` 


. behalf of the people of the nation, but to con- | 
© struct monopolies that ultimately will absorb 


1 


t 


; monopoly, a grand empire. 
| tified in our legislation which shall result, as it 


i out of the means of the nation and placing that | 


' without costing that company one cent, and, 
' as will be the result in my opinion, leaving an | 


` tuity, l ask if the Senate of the United States 
` we should be justified, in addition to this, in | 
_ working people of this country going upon | 


‘ and within a reasonable time? In God’s name 


gentlemen, some of whom may have misun- || 


derstood the meaning of this amendment, to 
the fact that it takes nothing away from the 
company, takes no land from the company, 
interferes not in any degree with their grant. 
It provides simply that whatever lands they 
shall not have disposed of at the end of ten | 
years from the completion of their work shall ' 
then be open to settlement in the ordinary | 
manner at $1 25 an acre. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER, The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from | 
California, 

Mr. CASSERLY. I ask for the yeas and | 
nays. 

The question on ordering the yeas and nays 
being put, six Senators rose to second the call. `; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There are | 
not a sufficient number of Senators rising to ` 
second the demand for the yeas and nays. i 

-Mr. CASSERLY. Very well; the Senate | 
can refuse to order the yeas and nays, The i 
country will know what construction to put 
on the refusal, 

Mr. DAVIS. I have one objection to the 
passage of this measure. This system of land | 
stealing has prevailed a good while, and I sup- |; 
pose it will prevail a little longer. The way | 
the gentlemen from Nevada are going on I | 
think they are pushing the scheme too rapidly; _ 
they are getting more than their share. They | 
ought to allow for the near future at least some | 
of these lands for other operations of the same | 
kind. [Laughter.] I think they will absorb | 
th whole of the lands by this measure and one | 
or two others that are on the Calendar of the ;' 


: people of the United States in going on the 
| lands we have given this company in a reason- | 
. able time and procuring them at reasonable 
: much longer, in my humble estimation. 


` amendment—— 


“ amendment pending, offered by the Senator | 


i, land from the company; it only prevents the | 
: perpetuity, or what is equivalent to perpetuity. | 


, It prevents it from playing the role of the Illi- || 
| war, and warlike stores of the Government free 


|, ability. Then this company is to have twenty |! 


come when we ought to halt in—I use the term ! 
in no offensive sense—recklessly squandering ` 
the grand patrimony of the nation, not in the | 


the power and control the destinies of this 
nation. 

Sir, we have already given an empire to this 
Shall we be jus- 


seems to me this legislation must result, in ' 
building a road across this continent, through 
some of the richest portions of this continent, 


1 


great road in the hands of a private monopoly ! 


immense section of the public domain as a gift | 
to that company besides the road constructed ;' 
to its hands without costing it a cent? 


And when we have done all this; when the 
done this; when the engineer of the road has |. 


engineer of the road has reported that we have 


I . said that, without the additional gratuity which | 


we are giving to it, the gift of the nation to : 
Hed ata monopoly is already sufficient to 
build the road withouta cent of additional gra- 
ought not to stop and pause? I ask whether ; 
throwing hinderances in the way of the hard- , 


these lands and purchasing them at a fair rate 


is it not sufficient to build this road for the | 
company and to give them a gratuity besides, 
and not to interpose additional obstacles to the 


| 
j 
rates? Sir, we shall not be justified by the | 
American people in any such legislation as this 


Mr. THURMAN. 


I move the following | 
{ 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There isan ` 


from California. j 

Mr. THURMAN. I will saya word on that ‘| 
amendment. What isthe amendment of the | 
Senator from California that any one can object 
to, even a friend of this bill? It takes no land | 
from the company ; it takes the proceeds of no 


company from holding this immense domain in 


nois Central over again, holding this land until 
it may be sold at fifty dollars an acre, perhaps. || 
That is all it provides. It is to prevent the || 
company holding this land in mortmain that it | 
is required that the lands which shall not be 
sold within ten years from the completion of 
the road shell then be subject to private entry |! 
at the maximum price that is named. Thatis 
the whole of it. 

When will the road be completed? Perhaps 
in ten years. Not sooner than that in all prob- 


years according to this amendment in which to |! 


April 20, 


— 


‘geli this land. I would not give it one half that 


time if I had the making of the law, that this 
amendment prdposes to give it; and yet on a 
proposition that enables this company to hold 
the land for twenty years and to hold it in mort- 
main, to keep all settlers off, unless they will 
pay any extortionate price that it may demand, 
there seems to be a solid majority of the Sen- 
ate to say that the company shall not even be 
compelled to sell it after holding it for twenty 
years, except at such prices, except at such ex- 
tortionate rates as it shall demand. 

I wish, sir, that this matter may be under- 
stood, for Ido not think Senators can have well 
appreciated it, or they would not sanction the 
principle that these enormous grants of land, 


i the grant to this company being as I have shown 
'| equal to three of the great States of the Union, 


shall be held in mortmain by this company 
waiting for a rise in price, just as long as the 


interest of the stockholders of the company or 


of “a ring’’ among the stockholders may dic- 
tate. I hope if we can get nothing better, that 
at least we may have the amendment of the 


' Senator from California. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


| tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 


California. 

Mr. THURMAN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Cameron, 
Casserly, Davis, Fowler, Hamlin, Harlan owe, 
Howell, McCreery, Saulsbury, Thurman, Warner, 
Willey, and Wilson—16. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Brownlow, Buckingham, 
Chandler, Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, Flanagan, 
Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Howard, Kellogg, Mc- 
Donald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Nor- 
ton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Ramsey, 
Rice, Robertson, Ross, Sawyer, Scott, Stewart, 
Tbayer, and Williams—29. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Carpenter, 
Cattell, Cole, Conkling, Drake, Fenton, Ferry, Ham- 
iiton of Maryland, Harris, Johnston, Lewis, Morton, 
Pool, Pratt, Revels, Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, 
Sprague, Stockton, Sumner, Tipton, Trumbull, 
Vickers, and Yates—27. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. THURMAN. I move this amendment, 
to come in at the end of the resolution: 

And the rights and privileges hereby conferred 
upon said company, and the grants of land hereby 
made to it, are conferred and made upon this condi- 
tion: that said company, its successors and assigns, 
shall forever transport over said road and its branches, 
free from any toll or charge, all the troops, produce, 
stores, and munitions of war that may belong to tho 
United States, 

The attention of the Senate has been called 
to the fact that the grants of land, of the right 
of way, of the right of taking material, depot 
stations, and the like, made to this company 
are sufficient in value to build and equip the 
road, and that in effect the Government does 
build and equip this road and give it to a pri- 
vate corporation; a free gift, out and out, toa 
private corporation, of this immense structure 
reaching from Lake Superior to the Pacific 
ocean. For that there is not one particle of 
consideration. In all the early grants of land 
for internal improvements made to the States, 
whether for the purpose of building wagon- 
roads or constructing canals, and in the earlier 
grants for the purpose of aiding in the con- 
struction of railroads, the provision, I believe, 
was uniformly inserted that the company or 
the State making the improvement should, in 
consideration of the grants made by the Gov- 
ernment, transport the troops, munitions of 


from any charge. 

There were a few hundred thousand acres 
given to the. State of Ohio to aid in the con- 
struction of her canals, and with that provis- 
ion that the State of Ohio should forever per- 
mit the troops and munitions of war and stores 
of all kinds belonging to the United States to 
pass over those canals without any toll or charge 
whatsoever. What was the effect of it? The 


| effect of it was that it saved your Government 


millions of dollars during the late war. Almost 
all the heavy freights of the Government, the 


1870. 
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hay, the corn, the flour, the meats and ammuni- 
tion, the clothing, almostall the heavy freights, 


instead of going over the railroads and paying | 
heavy tolls, went over the Ohio canal and paid | 
‘ have been required, as much as the State of 


no toll at all, so much so that you saved mil- 
lions by it. You saved almost as much as the 
value of the original grant of land in the four 
years that the war lasted, by passing free of toll 
over the canals of Ohio your troops and muni- 
tions of war. 

Now, how is it with this company? Will 
the Government want to send troops and mu- 
nitions of war over this road? The necessity 
for that will be to defend the very road itself 
against hostile Indians. That will be the rea- 
son why troops and munitions of war must be 
passed over the road. There is nobody else 
out there to fight. We have no foe out there 
that will require our troops or munitions of 
war there—none but the Indians; and for the 
very purpose of protecting this road, the prop- 
erty of this company, you will have to send 
troops and you will have to send munitions of 
war over the road ; and now, as this bill is, the 
Government isto pay, and to pay heavily, too, for 
the transportation of its troops and the trans- 


portation of its munitions of war sent over this |, 
road to defend the road itself, to defend the | 


property of the company. The-Government 
builds the road, gives the road to a private cor- 
poration, and then expends its money intrans- 
porting troops and munitions of war to defend 
this private property, and the corporation 
charges for every pound of flour, every pound 
of ammunition, every pound of beef, and every 
pound of bread that every man who goes over 
the road to defend the road eats. 

Sir, I wish to see whether the Senate will 
permit that. We give to this company, if this 
bill passes, great privileges in addition to those 
it had already possessed, great privileges in- 
deed. We enable it to obtain much more land 
than it would have obtained under the original 
law ; we give it the right to make its main road 
in a different place from that provided in the 
original bill; we give it the right to make a 
third road, in fact, west of the mountains, and 
in addition to that we give it this enormous 
privilege of mortgaging its road. Now, if these 
additional privileges are conferred upon the 


been chartered by Congress, I ask, will the Sen- 
ate refuse to require that this road shall trans- 
port the troops and munitions of war used in 
its own defense free of charge to the Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. HOWARD. In reply to the honorable 
Senator I beg only to read the eleventh sec- 
tion of the charter, which says: 

“ And be it further enacted, That said Northern Pa- 


cific railroad, or any part thereof, shall be a post || 


route and a military road, subject to the use of the 


United States for postal, military, naval, and all ; 


other Government service, and also subject to such || : 
ii continent; we have another one made more 


regulations as Congress may impose restricting the 
charges tor such Government transportation.” 

Ts not that reasonable and sufficient? 

Mr. THURMAN. Is that enough? I say 
that was not enough in the original bill. 


company should have a privilege that it ought 
notto have—that two wrongs are a sufficient 
argument in favor of the perpetration of an- 
other wrong! The Illinois Central ought to 


Ohio was required, to transport the troops and 
munitions of war of the United States free of 
charge. The grant to the Illinois Central was 
far greater than the grant made to the State 


` of Ohio to aid in the construction of the Ohio 


canal, than the grant made to the State of 


. Indiana to aid in the construction of her canal. 


Far greater was the grant to the Illinois Cen- 
tral, to say nothing about the grant to the 


’ Union Pacific and the like; and because these 


, reason in the world for perpetuating the same | 


companies have this privilege, which they 


_ ought not to have; because they have these 


great gifts without consideration, is that any 


| kind of injustice to the Government? 


| ifornia will give way for a moment 


Mr. HOWARD. Whether the law itself be 
right or wrong, such is the law in respect to the 


other railroads and I am unwilling to make | 


fish of one and flesh of another. 
tion!’ ‘* Question!’"] 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
who interrupt the serious calm which ought 
to prevail in this body by constant cries of 
“Question ’’ will restrain their juvenile ardor 
sufficiently to listen to a reasonable discussion 
of these questions as they arise. 

Mr. CAMERON. If the Senator from Cal- 


[‘* Ques- 


Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly; always to the 


' Senator from Pennsylvania. 


Mr. CAMERON. I ask that favor for the 
purpose of moving an adjournment. [“ Not? 
“No!’’] This isa grave question, one which I 
think the Senate can well reflect upon, and one 
which I am sure the country has not thought 
about. I at least would like to wait until to- 
morrow before I give a vote on this question. 


We are giving away now, as I understand, | 
‘about seventy millions of acres of land. 


It 


I hope those gentlemen | 


becomes a matter of business. Letusgohome | 


to-night and calculate how much this road will | 


: cost to build. I have had something to do with | 


railroads in my day, and I should like to know | 
: what sort of a bargain we are making in this | 


: case. 
most privileged of all companies that have ever ; 


We have an immense domain which belongs 


| to the whole Union, to every State in the Union, 
"4 to every individual in the Union, to every child 


now born and to many who are not yet born. 
That ought to be divided in some way for the 


| public good. To besure, the making of this 


railroad is going to do great service to that 
undeveloped country; and I have voted for all 
the railroad bills that have been passed since 
I have been in the Senate, and I am inclined 
to do so still; but it seems to me that we are 
going into this affair without sufficientreflection. 

We have one railroad now spanning the whole 


: than half way across; and we have one below 


The : 


very passage read by the Senator shows that | 


the company is to have the right to charge. I 
say that it ought never to be allowed to charge 
anything for this Government service. 

Mr. HOWARD. Sohasthe Illinois Central, 


still further down going a great way. I look 
upon this one nearer to our northern frontier 
as the most important of all, and I believe that 
the soil of the region which this road is going 


: to traverse will be the most productive and the 
' most valuable part of this continent. 


Millions 


| of people will find a living on that soil. It is 
: a region which will control perhaps the future 


and we paid that company five or eight million - 


dollars during the war for the transportation | l 
| destinies of this country to be wasted in a 
California Pacific road. We are paying them | 


of troops. So has the Union Pacific and the 


annually liberal charges for the transportation 


of all sorts of military supplies and troops. : 


So with the Eastern Division, through Kansas, ' 
and the same clause is in all our railroad chart- | 


ers I believe without exception, the Govern- : 
ment standing in no better relation in respect - 


to transportation than an individual stands, | 
with this exception, that Congress may regulate ` 


the rate of charges on all these roads. 
Mr. THORMAN. 
tor is this: that because those companies have 


privileges they ought not to have therefore this | 


of this country; it is a domain too rich, too 
fertile, and too great in its influences upon the 


moment. 

We were told when these gentlemen first 
came here that they were going to build this 
railroad without any compensation except that 
which the Government by the charter agreed 
to givethem. They have come here frequently 
since asking for supplements. They will go 
on asking for supplements as long as time lasts 
and until the railroad is finished, if you give 


|| way to them. We- have not reflected that 
The logic of the Sena- : 


there are two parties to the bargain, and that 
we are one side of the contract. Before we 


refert and take time to know whether it is 
right. 

ow, I am perfectly willing to give these 
men enough land to enable them to make their 
road. I do not look upon them as patriots 
coming here to save the country. They come 
here to make money out of us, and the whole 
thing is divided now among persons of influ- 
ence over this country. I dare say everybody 
that can command a vote here—not in the 
Senate, but outside—has got some share of 
the profit which is to be made out of this 
grand grant. Think ofit, seven million acres of 
land to-day worth at least $70,000,000. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Not that many cents. 

Mr. CAMERON. A dollar an acre-—— 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is not worth a cent 
an acre. 

Mr. CAMERON. So it was said of Michi- 
gan, so it was said of Illinois years ago. I was 
here when the Illinois bill passed, and I have 
seen all of them. I believe one of the best 
purposes to which you can give this land is to 
make railroads, bring in people, induce settlers 
to go there who will be valuable citizens and 
become tax-payers. I believe in that process, 
and Iam willing to vote for a grant of a reason- 
able number of acres to these parties, but I am 
not willing without any reflection at all to give 
them all they ask. We seem to have a belief 
that they are doing us a favor; when I say 
“us” I mean the country. They do not come 
here for that purpose ; they come to speculate 
upon the public domain; and after awhile, 
when they have made their road and have made 
their fortunes, they will not care a bit more 


| about the country than any other speculators. 


What do this sort of people care whether this 
country shall be prosperous or not prosperous 

Now I move that we adjourn. Let us think 
about it a little. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis moved 
that the Senate adjourn, (at five o’clock and ten 
minutes p. m.) 

Mr. CAMERON. I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 33; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesgsrs. Anthony, Boreman, Cameron, Cas- 
serly, Cole, Davis. Fowler, Howell, McCreery, Sauls- 
bury, Thurman, Warner, and Willey—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Buckingham, Chandler, 
Corbett. Cragin, Edmunds, Fenton, Flanagan, Gil- 
bert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin. Howard, Howe 
Kellogg, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Norton, Nye, Osborn, Pomeroy, Ramsey, 
Revels, Rice, Robertson, Ross, Sawyer. Scott, Stew- 
art, Sumner, Thayer, Williams, and Wilson—33. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, 
Carpenter,Cattell, Conkling, Drake, Ferry, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Harlan, Harris, Johnston, Lewis, Mor- 
ton, Patterson, Pool, Pratt, Schurz, Sherma Spen- 


n 
cer, Sprague, Stockton, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, 
and Yates—26. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


‘Mr. CASSERLY poren to address the 
Senate. Having spoken for fifteen minutes, 

Mr. HOWELL. Will the Senator give way 
for a motion to adjourn ? 

Several Senators. No; no. 

Mr. HOWELL. I have noticed that even 
Opposition Senators, when they wished to make 
a speech or wished to consider a subject that 
did not involve railroads, were granted that 
courtesy; and yet it is denied to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cameron, ]who wished 
time to examine this subject. Now, I hold 
that in all justiceand honor and courtesy, and 
I believe decency, the Senate might at this late 
hour, after an all-night session, adjourn for the 
purpose, if no other, of permitting the Senator 
from Pennsylvania to look into this questiona 
little. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Av- 
THONY.) The question is on the motion that 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CASSERLY resumed his speech. Hav- 


ing spoken for some minutes longer, 
Mr. CAMERON. May I ask the Senator 


, if they prosper themselves? 


throw away this great domain we ought to li from California to give way for a moment? 
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This is a very important bill and it ought to be 
disenssed when the Senate is full. I think 
more than half the Senators have gono out, 
and certainly we ought not to push it to a vote 
now. J move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope not. 


Mr. CAMERON called for the yeas and | 


nays. 
Five Senators rose to second the call for 
the yeas and 


and nays are not ordered. 
A division being called for, the ayes were 8, 
noes 30; so the Senate refused to adjourn. 
Mr. CASSERLY. it. 
unfortunate for the minority here that this bill 


concerns a railroad sompa because if it were 
ey would ask in an; i 


otherwise I doubt if t 
as they have to-day, for the small courtesy o 
an adjournment after a session last night which 
lasted until a quarter past two o'clock this 
morning, and which of course was particularly 
severe upon them by reason of their paucity in 
numbers. As the Senator from Iowa who last 
spoke properly said, he bad never known, and 
l have never known, such a courtesy to be 
refused under the circumstances. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should hike to ask my 
friend from Calitornia a question, if he will 
pardon me. k . 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 


Me. SUMNER. It is whether he now desires ` 


to address the Senate at length on this ques- 
tion. The Senator will pardon me, becauseif 
he has any such desire, I for one shall vote 
for an adjournment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I have intended to ad- 
dress the Senate, and have stated that very 
freely to several gentlemen on this side of the 
Chamber; and I prefer todo it to-morrow, but 
the persistent refusal of the Senate to adjourn 
at all forbade with me the expectation that 


my desires could have the slightest effect on . 


the course of the majority, and therefore I did 
not express them publicly. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator must be aware 
that this bill has been before the Senate one 
whole day, and it failed to get a vote for want 
of a quorum late in the evening, and every 
Senator who addresses the Senate must address 
it uader the rules of the Senate, and the fourth 
rule is explicit that no Senator shall address 
the Senate in one debate more than twice. 
That is the fourth rule of the Senate. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I claim the benefit of the 
constrnction which makes the Constitution a 
technicality, to say that that rule is a technic- 
ality. It has not been regarded in this Sen- 
ate that I ever heard of. 
the Senator from Kansas means by makin 
that suggestion. . The rule has been a dea 


letter here since I have come into the Senate. | 
Mr. POMEROY. We have frequently en- | 


forced it in the Senate—not perhaps recently ; 
but it has been done often. 
Mr. CASSERLY. Whenever eny Sena- 


tor-——~ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Kansas make a point of order? 

Mr. POMEROY. Against the Senator from 
California I will not. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Whenever any Senator 
so far forgets himself as to talk merely for the 
purpose of consuming time it may be a 


that case that rule shall be enforced; but I 


trust nobody has ever oy gee me of any =m | 
ave done in the Ben- |: 


purpose from anything I 
ate thus far. 1 do not precisely apprehend 
why the Senator from Kansas ‘mont have 
addressed his suggestion to me. 

Mr. HOWELL. I should like to know, 
since this question is ap and Iam a learner 
here, what is the actual import of this rule, 
that a Senator sbalil not speak more than twice 
on the same day? Is it on one question or on 
one phase of the question, or on all questions 
puttogether, all amendments? Does it restrict 
a Senator absolutely to two speeches a day? 


nays. k 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Tho yeas ' 


I think, perhaps, it is ` 


do not know what | 


er | 
thing for the Senate to consider whether in | 
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Mr. POMEROY. The language is that no 
Senator shall speak more than twice on the same 
day in any one debate. Of course no Sena- 

į tor would think of applying this rule unless, 
|: as the Senator from California says, a member 
i; was speaking against time merely to delay the 
action of the body. 
speaking to the question, of course no one 
would think of applying the rule. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Cali- 
fornia is not obnoxious to the rule at all. He 
ig not speaking in violation of the rule. He 
has not spoken twice before on the question 
which is now before the Senate. 


‘ 
$ 


debate,” not ‘‘on one question.” 

Mr. THURMAN. No; look at it—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
order. What is the pending question, if there 
is any pending question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pend- 
ing question is the amendment of the Senator 
from Ohio. i 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I object to debate 
on avy questions about rules. 

Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator from Cali- 
fornia will give way to me I will make a motion 
to adjourn. Under the circumstances I think 
; the Senator from California has a right to this 
< indulgence. 

. Mr. CAMERON. Certainly. 

Mr. SUMNER. We all know the ability 
which he brings to the discussion and his defer- 
ence to the rules of the Senate, and also the 
relations which he holds with his associates on 
' this floor; and I cannot myself hear his state- 

ment that he desires to-morrow to address the 

Senate on this question, and then look at the 

: clock and secthe late hour of the day, and then 

: consider how late we were detained here last 

; hight, without feelingthat we ought to adjourn. 
I sccordingly make that motion. 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope we shall not now 


adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts moves that the Senate 
do now adjoura. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being, 

: on a division—ayes 13, noes 24. 
Mr. CASSERLY. I thank the Senator from 
: Massachusetts for the consideration shown in 
his remarks, and in his motion. I regret that 
it was aot better responded to by his party on 


| this floor. [Mr. Casser.y then proceeded with . 
his remarks, which will be published in the ` 
: Appendix when his speech shall have been ` 


` concluded. Having poren some minutes, | 
i Mr. HOWARD. I wish to say a word if 


O 80. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWARD. If the Senate will agree 
to take a vote on this measure to-morrow, say 
' at two o'clock or three o'clock, if that can be 
the common naderstanding of the Senate with- 
out objection, so that members will feel them- 
‘selves bound by it, I will agree to an adjourn- 


ment. 
Mr. CAMERON. I will agree to dispense 
with my speech to-morrow. TLsiphter-} 

Mr. HOWARD. I would inquire if there 
is any objection to the arrangement I have 


sm mea 


agree to that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the arrangement be 
stated to the Senate by the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Michigan proposes that by unanimous 
consent the Senate agree to take the vote 


o'clock. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Its final determination. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Isthere any 


The Chair hears none. 


row the Senate will proceed to the final vote 
upon this joint resolution. [‘' Yes." ] 


As long as a Senator is | 


Mr. POMEROY. The rule is “twice in one .. 


I rise to a question of © 


the Senator from California will allow me to | 


suggested? . i 
l Ke POMEROY. I think we had better ` 


on this joint resolution to-morrow at three ` 


abjection to that understanding? [‘ None.’’] §| 
It is the common un- |! 
derstanding, then, that at three o’clock to-mor- | 


April 20, 


Mr. SUMNER, 

i| adjourn. 

| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


I move that the Senate 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, April 20, 1870. 

The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by Rev. James G. Voss, D. D., of Providence, 
Rhode Island. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

CHANGE OF VOTES. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
_ Irise to a privileged question. I see nothing 
| in the Journal in regard to the change of votes 
: yesterday. Whether designed or omitted by 
accident I do not know. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was of the im- 
pression that the correction of the proceedings 
of the day before yesterday was the proper 


course. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The changes 
were made yesterday. I do not know that I 
have any motion to make on the subject. I 
desire at least to make a record in the Con- 
gressional Globe that, in my judgment, these 
changes of votes are most dangerous and per- 
ilous, and that there ought to be some new rule 
of the House so as to regulate the mode and 
manner of making such changes. As it is now 
any two or three members of the House have 
the power to alter the entire previous action - 
of the House. 
! The SPEAKER. The Chair stated yester- 
‘day the ground upon which the changes were 
allowed. The portion of the Journal which 
gentlemen claimed the right to correct was 
that portion not generally read by the Clerk. 
The Chair commented on the very great im- 
`` portance of such changes, and the danger of 
allowingthem. Heappreciates all this as much 
as the gentleman from New York; and only 
under the most extraordinary circumstances, 
like those of yesterday, should they be permit- 
ted. Yesterday they were justified, not only by 
the personal veracity of the gentlemen asking 
to make the corrections, but their statements 
were fortified by the recollection of other mem- 
bers as well as by the inherent probability of 
the case that they would have voted as they 
: indicated. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move that 
this whole matter be referred to the Committee 
. on the Rules. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF CLAIMS. 


| Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, 
l: introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1826) for the 
, better establishment of certain claims; which 
: was read a first and second time, referred to 
| the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 


| printed. 


DUTY ON IMPORTS. 


Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
‘| duced a bill (H. R. No. 1827) to reduce the 
| duty on imports; which was read a first and 
‘| second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
AMENDMENT OF TARIFF. 
| Mr. PAINE aleo, by unanimous consent, sub- 
; mitted a proposed amendment to Honse bill 
No. 1068, to amend existing laws relating to 
the duty on imports, and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
| and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Lo Mr. BEAMAN, from the Committee on Ap: 
|| propriations, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1828) 
l 


i 

i 
Ri 
ji 


| making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1871; which was read a first 
i and second time, referred to the Committee 
|| of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 


ii ordered to be printed. 


1870. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. I give notice that I reserve 
all points of order. 

r. BEAMAN. I move that the bill be 
made a special order for Tuesday next after 
the morning hour. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I must objectto any special 
one that will interfere with the tax and tariff 
ills. 
The SPEAKER. This cannot by any pos- 
any Arete! with those special orders. 

r. 

the Whole on the state the Union ? 


The SPEAKER. It is, and will be, of | by which the concurrent resolution was agreed ` 


course, anterior to all present special orders. 
The motion was agreed to. 


NEW SILVER COIN. 


Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures be instructed to inguire into the expe- 
diency of directing the mints of the United States 
to make and issue a new silver coin of the current 
value of twenty cents, and to report by bill or other- 
wise. 


COURT-MARTIAL TRIAL. 


Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution ; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secre 
communicate to this House all the proceedings and 
papers in his office with reference to the trial and 
sentence of a soldier named Troan, an inmate of the 
National Asylum for Disabled Soldiers, by a court- 
martial, andalso whataction has been taken thereon. 


Subsequently, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, said: Mr. 
Speaker, I desire to enter a motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution of in- 
quiry as to the trial of Troan was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
will be entered on the Journal. 


SURVIVORS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. WILLARD, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and 
War of 1812, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
1829) granting pensions to certain soldiers and 
sailors of the war of 1812; which was recom- 
mitted to the same committee, and ordered to 
be printed. 

DE SOTO AND CRESCENT. 
Mr. PLATT, by unanimous consent, reported 


back from the Committee on Naval Affairs the |; 


joint resolution (H. R. No. 238) for the relief 
of the officers and crew of the United States 
vessels De Soto and Crescent, and moved that 
the committee be discharged from further con- 
sideration of the same, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PRINTING OF AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 


Mr. MUNGEN. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Printing to report the following 
resolation : 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the |' 
members admitted to seats on this floor since the last |: 


order for printing agricultural reports for the year 
, the number of seven thousand copies thereof 
for the use of said recently admitted members. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. MUNGEN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was agreed to ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REPORT ON THE PARIS EXPOSITION. 


Mr. MUNGEN. I am also instructed by 
the Committee on Printing to report the fol- 
lowing concurrent resolution : 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate 


concurring, 


on the Paris exposition, ordered 
for the use of the House. 


Mr. KELSEY. I object to that. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot 
object. It is a report from the Printing Com- 
mittee, and is before the House. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I desire to have the reso- 
lation put upon its passage. 


Alst Cona. 2p Szss.—No. 179. 


CHENCK. Isitin the Committee of | 


| 


t 


| 


F: 


i 
i 
t 


The question was put; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 61, noes 28; no quorum voting. 
The SPEAKER under the rule ordered tell- 
ers; and appointed Mr. KeLsey and Mr. 
MunGen. 
| The House again divided; and the tellers 
| reported—ayes 94, noes 22. 
r. KELSEY. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on agreeing to the resolution. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
So the concurrent resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. MUNGEN moved to reconsider the vote 


: to; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


i ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


‘ rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 
: examined and found truly enrolled bills of the 
| following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
' same: 


i| A bili (S. No. 414) declaring the construction 


of an act to incorporate the National Theo- 
i logical Institute, approved May 10, 1866, and 


| also an act to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act | 


| to incorporate the National Theological Insti- 


l! tate, and to define and extend the powers of 
of War be directed to | 


the same,’’ approved March 2, 1867; 


A bill (S. No. 589) for incorporating a | 
hospital for foundlings in the city of Washing- | 


ton; and 
A bill (S. No. 226) to incorporate the Wash- 


) That two thousand copies of the report 
arch 3, 1868, be 


ington Homeopathic Medical Society. 
Mr. FERRISS. I call forthe regular order. 


| REPORT OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
I} Mr. POLAND. I ask the gentleman to 
| withdraw his call for the regular order for a 
’ moment, to allow me to take a Senate concur- 
i rent resolution from the Speaker's table. 

Mr. FERRISS. I will hear what it is. 

Mr. POLAND. The concurrent resolution 


tution. I ask unanimous consent that it be 
taken from the Speaker's table. 

There was no objection; and the concurrent 
resolution having been taken from the Speak- 
er’s table, was read, as follows: 


In THE SENATE OF THE bal States, 


‘arch 31, 1870. 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Ropresenta- 


| 


copies of the report of the Smithsonian Institution 
| for the year 1883 be 

! use of the Senate, five thousand for the use of the 
| House, and five thousand for the use of the Smith- 
sonian Institution: Provided, That the aggregate 
number of pages of said report to be printed shall 
not exceed four hundred and fifty, and that thero 
shall be no illustrations except those furnished by the 
Smithsonian Institution. 


The SPEAKER. Unless there is unani- 
mous consent to agreeing to the resolution it 
| must go, under the rule, to the Committee on 
Printing. 


objection. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I object. 
The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
resolution will be referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 
GRANVILLE M. DODGE. 


Mr. LOGAN. I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Spesaker’s table, in order to 
have it referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, the letter from the Secretary of War, 
asking that an appropriation of $5,000 be made 
to enable the K reuny of War to satisfy a 
judgment obtained againstGranville M. Dodge, 

ate an officer of the United States,and others, 
for acts done by them in the line of their duty. 

There was no objection ; and the letter from 
the Secretary of War was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


LOUISIANA ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. FERRISS. I call for the regular order. 
TheSPEAKER. The regular order isthe busi- 


is for the printing of the usual number of | 
copies of the report of the Smithsonian Insti- ! 


| Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- | 


ness pending yesterday afternoon at the timethe 
House took a recess, being the report of the 
Committee of Elections upon the Louisiana 
election case of J. H. Sypher. Upon this 
question the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. STE- 
VENSON] is entitled to the floor for five min- 
utes remaining of his time. 

Mr. KERR. I understood the gentleman 
to say yesterday that he had concluded his 
i remarks upon this subject. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I have no disposition 
to occupy the attention of the House at this 


time. 
: The SPEAKER. Then the House will pro- 
' ceed to vote upon the resolution, which will be 
read by the Clerk. 
: The Clerk read as follows: 


| Resolved, That J, H. Sypher is entitled to a seat as 
| a Representative in the Forty-First Congress from 
: the first district of Louisiana. 

` Mr. FITCH. Iask the gentleman from Ohio 

! [Mr. Srevenson] to permit me to offer a sub- 

' stitute for this resolution, declaring that no 
valid election was held in this district, and that 
: no one is entitled to be admitted to a seat as. 


| Representative-elect. 


The SPEAKER. That would require unan- 


|| imous consent, as the previous question is 
i| Operating. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I object. 

The question was then taken upon the adop- 
tion of the resolution; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 45, noes 48; no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. KELSEY. Icall forthe yeas and nays. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Yes, let us have the 
yeas and nays; we may as well have them first 
as last. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 72, 


‘ not voting 76; as follows: 
|| YEAS—Mesars. Armstrong, Arnell, Atwood, Ben- 


tives concurring,) That thirteen thousand additional ; 
re eet tha report of the Sui Mnetitution | Tyner, Upson, Wheeler, Whitmore, Williams, and 


rinted—three thousand for the | 


i: Lawrence, 


Mr. POLAND. I think there will be no | 


| nett, Benton, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Bur- 
dett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, 
Cessna, Sidney Clarke, Amasa Cobb,Clinton L. Cobb, 
Covode, Degener, Dickey, Donley. Farnswort Fer- 
riss, Fisher, Gilfillan. awley, Hays, Heflin, Hill, 
Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Judd, | elley, Kelsey, Knapp, 

n, Loughridge, faynard McCar- 
thy, McCrary, McKee, Mercur, Eliakim H. Moore, 
| Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. Mor- 
| rell, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Orth, Packer, Paine, 
: Palmer, Phelps, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sanford, 
i Sawyer, anks, Lionel A. Sheldon, William J. 
Smith, William Smyth. Starkweather, Btevens, Ste- 
venson, Strong, Taffe, Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, 


itcher—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Asper, Axtell, Barnum, 
Beaman, Beck, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, Booker, 
James Brooks, Burchard, Calkin, Cleveland, Con- 

er, Conner, Cowles, Cox, Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, 

erry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Fox, Getz, Gibson, Gris- 
wold, Haight, Hambleton, Hamill, Harris, Hay, 
Holman, Jenckes, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Korr, 
Knott, Laflin, Marshall, McCormick, McKenzie, 
McNeely, Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Packard, 
Platt, Poland, Potter, Randall, Reeves, Rogers, 
Sargent, Schumaker, Sherrod, Joseph S. Smith, 
Worthington C. Smith, Stiles, Swann, Sweeney, 
Tanner, ‘Trimble, Van Trump, Voorhees, Cadwala- 
der ©. Washburn. Wells, Willard, Eugene M. Wil- 
son, Wood, and Woodward—72. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, 
Archer, A Beatty, Ben- 
jamin Blair. Boles, Bowen, Boyd, Buffinton, Burr, 
Churchill, William T. Clark, Coburn, Cook, Crebs, 
Culiom, Davis, Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, Duval,Dyer, 
Ela, Garfield, Haldeman, Hale, Hamilton, Hawkins, 
Heaton, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Alexander H. Jones, 
Julian, Kellogg, Ketcham, Lash, Lynch, Mayham, 
McGrew, Milnes, Morphis, Samuel P. Morrill, 
Morrissey, Perce, Peters, Porter, Rice, Ridgway, 
Schenck, Scofield, Porter Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, 
John A. Smith, Stokes, Stone, Stoughton, Strader, 
Strickland, Taylor, Van Auken, Van Horn, Van 
Wyck, «Ward, William B. Washburn, Welker, 
Wilkinson, John T. Wilson, Winans, and Win- 
chester—76. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. WINCHESTER said: On this ques- 
tion I am paired with Mr. Dyer, of Missouri; 
he would vote ‘‘ay’’ if present, and I would 
vote ‘no.”’ 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I was informed by the 
gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Burr, that he was 

aired with the gentleman from North Caro- 
ina, Mr. Coss. 


yer, Bailey, Banks, Barry, 
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Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. I. paired 
with Mr. Bure with the distinct understand- 
ing that election cases should not be included 
in the pair. a 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, I did not know whether 
the pair covered election eases or not. I merely 
wished to call the attention of the gentleman 
to the subject. . . 

The SPEAKER. The subject of pairing of 
members is exclusively a personal raatter, 


within the control of members, and not for the 


consideration of the House. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I merely wished to call 


the attention of the gentleman to the subject. | 


Mr. FARNSWORTH, when his name was 
called, said: I have not examined the report 
in this case. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman must not 


argue the question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
report of the committee and vote **ay.’’. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illi- 


I will follow the | 


nois [Mr. FarnswortH] must be aware, as an | 
old member of this House, that he is entirely 


_ out of order. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
to vote ‘‘ Dae 
The SPEAKER. It is entirely out of order 


the vote.by which the resolution was adopted. 
Has the gentleman any motion to offer? 

Mr. COX. I respectfully submit to the Chair 
that in matters of an extraordinary nature the 
custom of parliamentary bodies is to allow a 
protest to be entered on the Journal. This 
protest will be signed by a great body of the 
members, upon this side of the House at least. 
Task to have it read. . “ 2 

Mr. STEVENSON. At the proper time I 
shall not object. 


The SPEAKER. The protest can be enter- | 
tained at any time, as well a week hence as at |: 


this moment. 
tained now. , 
Mr. KELSEY. Itis objected to. 


If objected to it cannot be enter- 


The SPEAKER. Itis the duty of the Chair ‘| 


to carry out the order of the House. 

Mr. COX. Then I withdraw it for the pres- 
ent and will present it again when it shall have 
been signed by other members. l 

Mr. STILES. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I think this is an occa- | 
: ._. gion of sufficient solemnity to induce the House 
Itisnot out of order ` 


to adjourn. 


Mr. STILES. I demand the yeas and nays 


_ on my motion. 


for the gentleman to give any reason for his . 


vote upon the roll-call. 

The result of the vote was ainounced as 
above recorded. l 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the House adopted 
the resolution. 


The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote : 


with the majority? i 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I did not. 


no right to move a reconsideration. 


Mr. STEVENSON. Imove to reconsider the | 


vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
I also move that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. And on that 
question I call for the yeas and nays. . 

Mt. KELSEY. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr.Stevenson] will withdraw his motion 
-and permit Mr. Sypher to be sworn in. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I withdraw the motion 
to reconsider and table, and ask that the gentle- 
man from Louisiana be now sworn in. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I object to 
this person being sworn in. 

The SPEAKER.. The gentleman has no 
right to object, the House having just adopted 


a resolution declaring: him to be entitled to a , 


seat. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I object 


upon the ground that this man is not a resident | 
oO 


the State of Louisiana, but is a resident of 
the State of Pennsylvania. 
The SPEAKER. The examination and re- 


port of the Committee of Elections have pre- | 


‘cluded all further objection. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I also object 
on the ground that a bargain has been made 
with the iron interest of Pennsylvania to have 
his vote on that side. (Laughter on the Repub- 
lican side of the House, and cries of ‘Order!’ ] 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from 
Louisiana is present he is entitled, under the 
resolution just adopted, to be sworn in. 


Mr. COX. Irise to a question of privilege ; | 


at least I think it is one; the Chair can rule 
on it. I hold in my hand a protest which is 
being signed now by members upon this side 
of the House against the admission of this 
party. I ask to have it read. 

Mr. STEVENSON. [I object. 

Mr. COX. I ask simply to have it read. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I object; the gentle- 
men have ga their protests by their votes. 

The SPEAKER. The adoption of the reso- 
lution by the House precludes all further action 


except:upon a motion to reconsider. The Chair |; 


holds that nothing is in order between the 
adoption of the resolution and the swearing in 
of the member except a reconsideration of 


a 


: Buckley, 


|! Moore, 


i Sheldon, William 


! Ayer, Bailey, 


| Strader, Strickland, 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I hope we |; 
' shall have the yeas and nays. 


It is the only 
way in which we can argue. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was 


66; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Beck, Biggs, Bird, James i 
! Brooks, Calkin, Cleveland, Co i 
i Eldridge, Fox, 
The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman has '' 


x, Dickinson, Dox, 
Getz, Gibson, Griswold aight, 
‘Hambleton, Hamill, Holman, Johnson, Thomas L. 
ones, Kerr, Knott, Marshall, McCormick, McNeely, 
ungen, Niblack, Potter, Randall, Sherrod, Stiles, 
Sweeney, ‘Trimble, Van Trump ells, 
Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester, Wood, and Wood- 
ward—4l. ae 


NAYS—Messrs, Allison, Armstrong, Arnell, Asper, 
Atwood,Axtell, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, 
Benton, Bingham, Booker, George M. Brooks, Buck, 
Bufiinton, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. 
Butler, Cake, Cessna, Sidney Clarke, 
Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Conner, Covode, 
Cowles, Cullom, Degener, Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, 
Donley, Els, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkeln- 
burg, Fisher, Garfield, Gilfillan, Hamilton, 

Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, Hays, Heflin, Hill, H 


Swann, 


Jones, Judd, Kelley, Kello 
Lawrence, Loughrid e, Maynard, McCarthy, Me- 
Crary, McKee, McKenzie, Mercur, Eliakim H. 
Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. 
Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Myers, 


Amasa Cobb, i 


Harris, | 
oar, 
Hoge, Hooper,: Ingersoll, Jenckes, Alexander H. |: 
g, Kelsey. Knapp, Laflin, i' 


THH. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i decided ` 
i in the negative—yeas 41, nays 119, not voting 
: Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, 


| Blair, 
i Churchill, William 


April 20, 


in the negative—yeas 79, nays 83, not voting 
64; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Arnell, Atwood, Ben- 
nett, Benton, Buck, Buckley, Burdett, Benjamin F. 
Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Cessna, Sidney 
Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Covode, Cowles, Deg- 


| ener, Dickey, Dixon, Donley, Ela, Ferriss, Fisher, 


Hays, Heflin, Moar, 


Gilfillan, Hamilton, Hawley, 
H. Jones, Judd, Kelley, 


Hoge, Hooper, Alexander 


| Kelsey, Knapp, Lawrence, Loughridge, Maynard, 
:!: McCarthy, McKee, Mercur, 


Eliakim H. Moore, Wil- 
liam Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, 
Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Packer, Paine, Palmer, 
Phelps, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, 
Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, William J. Smith, Wil- 
liam Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, 
Strong, Taffe, Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, 
Upson, Van Horn, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, 
Williams, and Witcher—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Asper, Axtell, 
Barnum, Beaman, Beck, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, 
Booker, Boyd, James Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard, 
Calkin, Cleveland, Conger, Conner, Cox, Cullom, 
Dickinson, Dockery, Dox, Eldridge, . Farnsworth, 
Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Fox, Garfield, Getz, Gib- 
son, Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, Hambleton, 
Hamill, Harris, Hawkins, Hay, Hill, Holman, 
Jenckes, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, Knott, 
Laflin, Lynch, Marshall, McCormick McKenzie, 
McNeely, Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, Mungen, Nib- 
lack, Orth, Packard, Potter, Randall, Reeves, 
Rogers, Sargent, Schumaker, Sherrod, Joseph S. 
Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Stiles, Strader, Swann, 
Sweeney, Trimble, Tyner, Van Trump, Voorhees, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wells, Willard, Eugene 


| M. Wilson, Wood, and Woodward—83. 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, 
Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barry, Beatty, Benjamin, 
Boles, Bowen, George M. Brooks, Burr, 
T. Clarke, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Cook, Crebs, Davis, Dawes, Duval, Dyer, Hale, Hea- 
ton, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, J ulian, Kellogg, Ketcham, 
Lash, Logan, Mayham, McCrary, McGrew, Milnes, 
Morphis, Morrissey, Perce, Peters, Platt, Poland, 
Porter, Rice, Ridgway, Schenck, Scofield, Porter 
John A. Smith, Stokes,’ 

tone, Stoughton, Strickland, Tanner, Van Auken, 

an Wyck, Ward, William B. Washburn, Welker, 
John T. Wilson, Winans, and Winchester~64, 

So the motion to reconsider was not laid on 
the. table. a 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. WINCHESTER said: On this question 
I have paired with the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Dyer. ] 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on 
the demand for the previous question upon the 
motion to reconsider. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. GORHAM, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 


‘ passed the bill (H. R. No. 1835) to admit the 
© State of Georgia to representation in the Gon- 


O'Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Palmer, : 
Phelps, Platt, Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, Reeves, : 


Roots, Sanford, Sar; ent, Bewyer, Schenck, Lionel A. 
. Smith, 
William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Strong, Taffe, Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, 
Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Wiliam B. Washburn, 
Welker, Wheeler, Willard, Williams, John T., Wil- 
son, and Witcher—119, . 

NOT VOTING—Meassrs. Ambler,; Ames, Ascher, 

Banks, Barnum, Barry, Blair, Boles, 

Bowen, Boyd, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Churchill, 
William T. Clark, Cook; Crebs, Davis, Dawes, Duval, 
Dyer, Fitch, Haldeman, Hale, i 
Julian, Ketcham, Lash, Logan, Lynch, ham, 
McGrew. Milnes, Morgan, Morphis, Negley, ‘Perce, 
Peters, Porter, Rice, Ridgway, Rogers, Schumaker, 
Scofield, Shanks, Porter Shelc 
John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, Stone, Stoughton, 
aylor, Van Auken, Van Horn, 
Van Wyck, Voorhees, Ward, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burn, Whitmore, Wilkinson, and Winans—66. : 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. MOORE; of Illinois. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution admit- 
ting Mr. Sypher to his seat was adopted. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote 
with the majority? ` , 

Mr. MOORE, of IHinois. I did. 

The SPEAKER. Then the motion is in 
order. —. 

Mr. MOORE, of Illinois. 
vious question on my motion. 

Mr. STEVENSON. 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr.. COX. Icall for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

_ The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided 


JI move the pre- 


Heaton, Hotchkiss, || 


eldan, Shober, Slocum, | 


I move to lay the : 


orthington C. Smith, | 


gress of the United States, with amendments, 
in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested. fk 8 

he message also announced that the Senate 


: had passed joint resolution and bills of the 


following titles; in which the concurrenge of 
the House was requested : 
Joint resolution (S. R. No. 116) instructing 


. the President to negotiate with the Indians 
; upon the Umatilla reservation in Oregon ; 


An act (S. No. 138) for the relief of Abbott 


- Q. Ross; 


i 
|: 


An act (S. No. 492) to incorporate the trus: 
tees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and for 
other purposes ; ; 

An act (S. No. 689) granting appeals from, 


‘ and authorizing the issue of writs of error to, 
the supreme court of the District of Columbia 
"in certain cases therein mentioned ; and 


An act (S. No. 776) for the relief of Mary 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill (H. R. No. 
1835) to admit the State of Georgia to repre- 
sentation in the Congress of the United States, 


! K. Smith. 


: which has just been returned from the Senate 
' with amendments, be taken from the Spsaker’s 
table for reference to the select Committee on 


Reconstruction. 
Mr. BINGHAM, Mr. ELDRIDGE, and 
others objected. 
LOUISIANA ELECTION CONTEST. 
The SPEAKER. The question recurs on 
the motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


1870. 


THH CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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SE aaa 


MoorF] to reconsider the vote by which the 
Honse adopted the resolution declaring Mr. 


Sypher entitled to a seat. , 

Mr. STEVENSON. On that question I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 85, nays 80, not voting 
61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, 4 ; 
Axtell, Barnum, Beaman, Beck, Bigge, Bingham, 
Bird, Booker, Boyd, James Brooks, Buflinton, Bur- 
chard, Calkin, Cleveland, Cook, Conger, Conner, 
Cox, Cullom, Dickinson, Dockery, Dox, Eldridge, 
Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Fox, Gar- 
field, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, 
Hambleton, Hamill, Harris, H 
Holman, Jenckes, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, 


Niblack, Orth, Packard, Potter, Randall, Rogers, 
Sargent, Schumaker, Sherrod, John A. Smith, Jo- 
zeph S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Stiles, Strader, 
Swann, Sweeney, Tanner, Trimble, Van Trump, 
Voorhees. Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wells, Willard, 
Eugene M. Wilson, Wood, and Woodward—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Armstrong, Arnell, Atwood, Bar- 
ry, Bennett, Benton, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buck- 
ley, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. But- 
ler, Cake, Cessna, Sidney Clarke, Amasa Cobb, 
Covode, Degener, Dickey, Dixon, Donley, Ela, Fer- 
riss, Fisher, Gilfillan, Hamilton, Hawley Hays, 
Heflin, Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Judd, Kelley, Kelsey, 
Knapp, Lawrence, Loughridge, Maynard, McCar- 
thy, McKee, Mercur, Eliakim H. Moore, William 
Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, 
Negley, O’Neill, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Perce, 
Phelps, Pomeroy, Prosser, Reeves, Roots, Sanford, 
Sawyer, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, William J. 
Smith, William Smyth, Stevens, Stevenson, Taffe, 
Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, Upson, Van 
Horn, Ward, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Wil- 
liams, John T. Wilson, and Witcher—80. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Ayer, 
Bailey, Banks, Beatty, Benjamin, Blair, Boles, 
Bowen, Burr, Churchill, William T. Clark, Clinton 
L., Cobb, Coburn, Cowles, Crebbs, Davis, Dawes, 
Duval, Dyer, Hale, Heaton, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, 
Alexander H. Jones, Julian, Kellogg, Ketcham, 
Lash, Logan, Mayham, McCrary, McGrew, Milnes, 
Morphis, Morrissey, Peters, Platt, Poland, Porter, 
Rice, Ridgway, Schenck, Scofield, PorterSheldon, 
Shober,Slocum Starkweather, Stokes,Stone,Stough- 
ton, Strickland, Strong, Tyner, Van Auken, Van 
Wyck, William B. Washburn, Welker, Winans, and 
Winchester—61. 


So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. PORTER, 
one of his secretaries. 


LOUISIANA ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
move to recommit the resolution to the sub- 
Committee of Elections. 

Mr. FITCH. I rise to submit an amend- 


ment. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will be com- 
pelled to entertain the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Nevada. The action of the House 
deprives the gentleman who reported the res- 
olution from the Committee of Elections of 
the present control of the case. 

4 Mr. STEVENSON. I addressed the Chair 
rst. 

The SPEAKER. No sooner than the gen- 
tleman from Nevada. 
practice, the gentleman from Ilinois [Mr. 
Moore] who moved the successful motion to 
reconsider is entitled to the floor, but he has 
not claimed it. 

Mr. MOORE, of Illinois. I yield the floor 
to the gentleman from Nevada. 

Mr. CESSNA. I make the point of order 
that on the adoption of the resolution the pre- 
vious question had been seconded and the main 
question ordered, and that, therefore, on the 
reconsideration, the resolution so stands now 
before the House, and no motion to amend of 
any kind is in order. 

The SPEAKER. There is a distinct rule 
of the House that where a reconsideration 


takes place it divests the subject of the opera- || 


tion of the previous question. The resolution 
of the Committee of Elections now stands be- 
fore the House as before the previous question 
was called. Shall it be agreed to? 

Mr. FITCH. I offer a substitute for the 
pending resolution. 


Archer, Asper, | 


awkins, Hay, Hill, ! 


Kerr, |, 
Knott, Laflin, Lynch, Marshal, McCormick, McKen- | 
zie, McNeely, Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, Mungen, |i 


Under the rules and | 


j 
l 


i sox and Mr. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
pending resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That J. H. Sypher is entitled to a seat 
as a Representative in the Forty-First Congress from 
the first district of Louisiana. 


The SPEAKER. For that the gentleman 


i| from Nevada [Mr. F'rrcu] moves the following 
| substitute. 
i The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That there was no valid election held in | 
: the first congressional district of the State of Louis- 


jana on the 3d day of November, 1868, and that 


neither J. H. Sypher nor L. St. Martin is entitled to | 


a seat in the Forty-First Congress as Representative 


from the first congressional district of the State of |! 


Louisiana. 


Mr. FITCH. 


tion. 

Mr. SHANKS. I demand a division of the 
question on the substitute. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will indi- 
cate where he would have it divided. 

Mr. SHANKS. It first declares that there 
is no valid election, and next that neither 
Sypher nor St. Martinis elected. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can see no 
substantial difference in the two declarations. 
In order to secure a division the gentleman 
must show essentially distinct propositions. 

The resolution was again read. 

The SPEAKER. The second part of the 
resolution is merely an outgrowth and deduc- 
tion from the first part. The Chair rales the 
resolution is not divisible. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Suppose the resolution 
is divided, and the first part of the resolution 
is negatived, then the question will recur on 
the second part of the resolution, whether 


I demand the previous ques- 


| Sypher or St. Martin is elected. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that the 
substitute is not divisible. One part is depend- 
ent on the other. If the House declares-that 
there was no valid election, then, as a matter 
of course, neither was elected. The second 
part of the resolution isa mere repetition of 
the first part, and the Chair rules that it is not 
divisible. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Is it not divisible into 
three parts? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that it is 
not divisible at all. A resolution, in order to 
be divisible, must contain substantially differ- 
ent propositions. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I move to lay the res- 
olution on the table. x 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would inquire of the 
Chair what will be the effect of laying on the 


table? 

The SPEAKER. The effect of agreeing to 
the motion to lay on the table will be to carry 
there the two resolutions and the whole sub- 


ject. 

á Mr. STEVENSON. That will be just right. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I rise to make 

a parliamentary inquiry. I desire to inquire 

of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. KERR] 

whether in his opinion there was a valid elec- 


tion? 

The SPEAKER. That is nota parliament- 
ary inquiry, which must be addressed to the 
Chair, and not to a member on the floor. 

Mr. STEVENSON. [Icall for the yeas and 


! pays on my motion to lay on the table the res- 
-olution of the gentleman from Nevada, [Mr. 


Frrcu. ] 

On ordering the yeas and nays there were— 
ayes twenty-two, not a sufficient number voting 
affirmatively. 


= Mr. BENTON. I ask tellers on the yeas ʻi 
and nays. 


On ordering tellers there were—ayes twenty- 
three, noes not counted. 

So (one fifth of a quorum voting afirm- 
atively) tellers were ordered; and Mr. STEVEN- 
Horan were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes thirty-six, noes not counted. 

So (more than one fifth of the last vote voting 
affirmatively) the yeas and nays were ordered. 


i 


t 


: ham, Bird, Booker, Boyd, B 


. Hale, Hambleton, Hamill, Hamilton 


_ The.question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 74, nays 96, not voting 
56 ; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Atwood, Barry, Beat- 
ty, Bennett, Benton,Geor, on. Brooks, Buck, Buck- 
ley, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, 
Cake, Cessna, Coburn, Covode, Degener, Dickey, 
Dixon, Donley, Ela, Ferriss, Fisher, Gilfillan, Hale, 
Hamilton, Hawley, Hays, Heflin, Hoar, Hoge, Hoop- 
er, Judd, Kelley, ellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Lawrence, 
Maynard, McCarthy, McKee, Eliakim H. Moore, 
William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, 
O’Neill, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Perce, Platt, Pome- 
roy, Prosser, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Shanks, Lionel 
A. Sheldon, John A. Smith, William J. Smith, Wil- 
liam Smyth, Stevenson, Tanner, Taylor, Tillman, 
Townsend, Twichell, Upson, Van Horn, Ward, 
Wheeler, Whitmore, and Witcher—74. 

NA YS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Archer, Arnell, 
Asper, Axtell, Barnum, Beaman, Beck, Biggs, Bing- 
ham, Bird, Booker, Boyd, James Brooks, Buffinton, 
Burchard, Calkin, Cook, Conger, Conner, Cowles, 
Cox, Cullom, Dickinson, Dockery, Dox, Eldridge. 
Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Fox, Gar- 
field, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, 
Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hay, Hill, Holman, 
Ingersoll, Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, 
Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, Knott, Laflin, Logan, Lough- 
ridge, Lynch, Marshall, McCormick, McKenzie, Me- 
Neely, Mercur, Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, Mungen, 
Niblack, Orth, Packard, Peters, Poland, Potter, 
Randall, Reeves, Rogers, Sargent, Schumaker, Sco- 
field, Sherrod, Joseph S. Smith, Worthington C 
Smith, Stevens, Stiles, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, 
Trimble, Tyner. Van Trump, Voorhees, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Wells, Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, 
Eugene M. Wilson, Wood, and Woodward—%. 

OT VOTING—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Ayer, 
Bailey, Banks, Benjamin, Blair, Boles, Bowen, Burr, 
Churchill, William T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, Cleve- 
land, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Crebs, D 
Dawes, Duval, Dyer, Harris, Heaton, Hotehkiss, 
Julian, Ketcham, Lash, Mayham, McCrary, Mc- 
Grew, Milnes, Morphis, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, 
Phelps, Porter, Rice, Ridgway, Schenck, Porter Shel- 
don, Shober, Slocum, Starkweather, Stokes, Stone, 
Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Taffe, Van Auken, 
Van Wyck, William B, Washburn, Welker, John T. 
Wilson, Winans, and Winchester—56. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

The question recurred on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question on the substitute 
offered by Mr. Fireu. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I call for the yeas and 


avis, 


| nays on agreeing to the proposed substitute. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will again re- 
port the resolution reported from the commit- 
tee, and the substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Nevada, [Mr. Fitcu.] 

The Clerk read the resolution reported from 
the committee, as follows: 

Resolved, That J. H. Sypher is entitled to a seat as 


a Representative in the Forty-First Congress from 
the first district of Louisiana. 

The Clerk also read the substitate offered by 
Mr. Firca, as follows : 

Resolved, That there was no valid election held 
in the first congressional district of the State of Lou- 
isiana on the 3d day of November, 1868, and that 


neither J. H. Sypher nor L. St. Martin is entitled to 
a seat in the Forty-First Congress as Representative 


-from the first congressional district of the State of 


Louisiana. ; 

The SPEAKER. The question ison agree- 
ing to the substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Nevada. : 

Mr. KERR. I hope that under the cir- 
cumstances, as the best thing that can be done, 
the substitute will be adopted. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I object to debate. 

TheSPEAKER. As the previous question 
is operating debate is not in order. 

Mr. STEVENSON. The gentlemen on the 


: other side can stultify themselves if they will. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. It is very apparent that 


| you could not stultify yourself. 


The question was taken ; and it was decided 


| in the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 69, not vot- 
' ing 57; as follows: 


YEAS—Messra. Adams, Allison, Archer, Asper, 
Axtell, Barnum, Beaman, Beatty, Beck, Biggs, Bing- 
7 uffinton, Burchard, 
alkin, Cleveland, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Conner, 

owles, Cox, Cullom, Dickinson, Dockery, Donley, 
Eldridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, 
Fox, Garfield, Getz, Gibson, Haight, aldeman, 

Harris, Haw- 
To ersoll, Jenckes, John- 


Holman, 
Cone Jones, Kel- 


kins, Hay, Hill, 
son, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. 


. logg, Kerr, Knott, Laflin, Logan, Lynch, Marshall, 
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MoCormick, McCrary, McKenzie, MoNeely, Jesse H. 
Moore Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Orth, Packard, 
Platt, Poland, Potter, Randall, Reeves, Rogers, Sar- 
gont, Schenck, Schumaker, Scofield, Sherrod, John 
A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 
Starkweather, Stiles, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Tan- 
ner, Trimble. Tyner, Van Trump, Voorhces, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Wells, Willard, Eugene M. 
Wilson, Wood, and Woodward—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Armstrong, Arnell,Atwood, Barry, 
Bennett, Benton, Buck, Burdett, Benjamin F. But- 
ler, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Cessna, Sidney Clarke, 


Amasa Cobb, Covode, Degener, Ela, Ferriss, Fisher, | 


Gilfillan, Hawley,Hays, Heflin, Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, 
Jadd, Kelley, Kelsey, Knapp, Lawrence, Maynard, 


MoCurthy, MoKee, Mercur, Eliakim H. Moore, Wil- | 


liam Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, 
O’ Neill, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Perce, Phelps, Pom- 
eroy, Prosser, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Shanks, Lio- 


nel A. Sheldon, William J. Smith, William Smyth, | 
| Packer. 


Stevens, Stevenson, Taffe, Taylor, Tillman, Town- 


send, Twichell, Upson, Van Horn, Ward, Wheeler, ` 


Whitmore, Wilkinson, and Williams—69. 
NOT VOT 


ING— Messrs. Ambler. Ames, Ayer, . 
` Upson, Van Horn, Ward, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkin- ` 


Bailey, Banks, Benjamin, Blair, Boles, Bowen, 
George. M., Brooks, James Brooks, Buckley, Burr, 
Churchill, William T. Clark, Clinton L. Cobb, Crebs, 
Davis, Dawes, Dickey, Dixon, Dox, Duval, Dyer, 
Griswold, Heaton, Hotchkiss, Julian, Ketcham, 
Lash, Loughridge. Mayham, McGrew, Milnes, Mor- 
phis, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Peters, Por- 
ter, Rice, Ridgway, Porter Sheldon. Shober, Slo- 
cum, Stokes, Stone, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, 
Van Auken, Van Wyck, William B. Washburn, 


Welker, John T. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, and | 


Witch er—57, 
So the substitute was agreed to. 


Daring the roll-call, 


. Porter Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, Starkweather, . 


Mr. ELDRIDGE (when his name was : 


called) said: It is tough to take. [Laughter.] 
I vote ‘‘ay.’? 


nounced, the question recurred on agreeing 
to the resolution reported by the Committee 
of Elections, as amended. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I move to lay the res- | 


olation upon the table. 


The question was put; and there were—ayes | 


37, noes 84. 

r. STEVENSON. With the consent of 
the House I will not call for tellers on my 
motion, and will move to postpone the con- 
sideration of the subject until the first Mon- 
day in Decembernext. = itz. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot enter- 
tain that motion, as the previous question is 
operating. It would require unanimous con- 


sent.. . 3 ss ai l 
Mr. STEVENSON. I ask consent to make | 


the motion. sa nyt 
i ape KERR, Mr. STILES, and others, ob- 
jected. . 7 
. Mr. STEVENSON. Then I ask for tellers 
oa oy motion to lay the resolution upon the 
table. ` 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is disposed to 
gratify the gentleman if he himself thinks that 
‘a fair demand. The gentleman waived the call 
provided: a certain thing could be done. 


- Mr. STEVENSON. But that certain thing | 


wag not done, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertai 
the demand. al ag Pee TS 

Mr. PROSSER. I rise to make a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. Isitin order to move the 
reference of the resolution, as amended, to the 
Committee of Elections? ` 

‘The SPEAKER. Itis not, as the previous 
question is operating. 

Tellers were not ordered. 
` -Bo the House refused to lay the resolution 
on the table. 
` The question recurred on agreeing to the 
resolution as amended. 

-` Mr. STEVENSON. I demand the yeas and 
nays on the resolution as amended. ya TA 

Mr. RANDALL. We have had the yeas and 
nays on it once. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 68, not voting 
62; as follows: ` 

YEAS—Meesrs. Adams, Allison, Archer, Asper, 
Axtell, Barnum, Beaman, Beck, Biggs, Bingham, 
Bird,- Booker, Boyd, Bufünton, Burchard, Calkin, 
Cleveland, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Conner. Cowles, 
Cox, Cullom, Dickinson, Dockery; Dox, Eldridge, 


Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Fox, Gar- 
field, Getz, Gibson, Haight, Haldeman, Hale, Ham- 


' Poland, Potter, Randall, 
: Schenck, Schumaker, Scofield, Sherrod, 
| Smith, Jos 


` lard, Eugene M. 
N 


: Kelley, PAR 
: Carthy, MoXee, Mercur, Eliakim H. Moore, William 


: Washburn, Welker, Winans, and Winchester—62. 
i| by which the resolution, as amended, was | 


The result of the vote having been an: | 


|| of the House to make an explanation personal i 
i to'myself in connection wit 


i test through which we have j 
| was brought to me by my colleague, Mr. Rax- 


; gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. Sypher, in 
ji order to secure a vote or votes for the iron 
l interest of Pennsylvania. 


‘femark made by the -gentleman from 


| mark. 


: gant fact that every Republican member from |! 


i 


bleton, Hamill, Harris, Hawkins, Hay, Hill, Hol- 
man, Ingerso!l, Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander H. 
Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Kello Kerr, Knott. 
Laflin, Logan, Lynch, Marshail, MeCormick, Mce- 
Crary, McKenzie, McNeely, Jesse H. Moore, Mor- 
gan, Mungen, Niblack, Orth, Packard, Peters, Platt, 
Reeves, Rogers, Sargent, 
| John A. 
r eph S. Smith, Worthington C. Shith, 
Stiles, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Tyner, 
Van Tramp, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wells, Wil- 
Wilson, Wood, and Woodward—96. 

AYS—Messrs. Armstrong, Arnell, Atwood, Barry, 
Bennett, Benton, George M. Brooks, Buck, Burdett, 
Roderick R. Butler, Caka, Cessna, Sidney Clarke, 
Amasa Cobb, Ela, Ferriss, Fisher, Gilfillan, Ham- 
ilton, Hawley, Heflin, Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Judd, 
Kelsey, Knapp, Lawrence, Maynard, Mc- 


Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, 

Paine, Perce, Phelps, Pomoroy, Prosser, 
Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, 
William J. Smith, William Smyth, Stevens, Steven- , 
son, Taffe, Taylor, Tillman, ‘Townsend, Twichell, 


son, Williams, John T. Wilson, and Witcher—68. 
NOT VOTING — Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Ayer, 
Bailey, Banks, Beatty, Benjamin, Blair, Boles, 
Bowen, James Brooks, Buckley, Burr, Benjamin | 
F. Butler, Churchill, William T. Clark, Clinton L. 
Cobb, Covade, Crebs, Davis, Dawes, Degener, Dickey, 
Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Griswold, Hays, Hea- 
ton, Hotchkiss, Julian, Ketcham, Lash, Loughridge, 
Mayham, McGrew, Milnes, Morphis, Samuel P 
Morrill, Morrissey, Palmer, Porter, Rice, Ridgway, «: 


Stokes, Stone, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Tan- 
ner, Van Auken, Van Wyck, Voorhees, William B. 


So the resolution, as amended, was adopted. ; 
Mr. FITCH. moved to reconsider the vote | 


adopted ; and also moved. that the motion to | 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. . 

` PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. KELLEY. I ask unanimous consent | 


i 
tt 


the subject just | 
digpored of by the House. 
_ No objection was made; and leave was | 
accordingly granted. 

Mr. KELLEY. Doring the excitin 
just passed word 


DALL, that the honorable gentleman from Ark- | 
ansas [Mr. Rocers] had reported me as say- |; 


| 
ji 
| 
con- | 
| 
ing that I would support the admission of the i 


Mr. RANDALL. I told you so. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes; you told me go. I 
desire to say that I never uttered such a re- 
mark, nor words that could be fairly construed 
into such a remark. Iam incapable of palter- || 
ing either with my conscience or with a great 
cause in that manner. The gentlemen with 
whom I held conversations sit behind me, and 
are the honorable gentleman from Indiana | 

Mr. Ort] and the honorable gentleman from 

Ilinois, [Mr. Moorn.] - I stated to those gen- 
tlemen that, pressed.as I had been with affairs 
in the Committee of Ways and: Meahs and on 
the floor of this House, I had been unable to 
read any of the papers relating to this case, 
and that I should therefore act upon the rule, 
that had been an inflexible one with me-so far 
as I could remember, that where I could not 
examine a case I should follow the conclusions 
of the committee that reported it. 

Mr. RANDALL. In furtherance ne 

ew |! 
York, [Mr. Brooxs,] that an understanding | 
existed with Pennsylvania Republican mem- |; 
bers of this House to vote to sustain Mr. Sypher 
in his claim to a seat on this floor, with a view 
of getting his vote in favor of the iron interest, |, 
I went to my colleague, Mr. KELLEY, andasked j 
him whether that was true, and I gave him the |, 
authority from whence I obtained the inform- | 
ation. He denied having made any such re- |: 


| 
of the country and of this House to the signifi- | 


the State of Pennsylvania did exactly that | 
thing; that is, they voted to sustain the claim | 
of Mr. Sypher to a seat in this House. | 


‘| or words to that effect. 


I desire, however, to call the attention || 


Mr. O'NEILL. I am very much obliged to 
my colleague [Mr. RANDALL] for calling the 
attention of the country to the fact that Í, as 
one of the Republican members of this House 
from the State of Pennsylvania, did vote tor 
the admission of Mr. Sypher to a seat in this 
House. 

Mr. KELLEY. In view of what has been 


' said, I desire to state that I do not know the 
' views of Mr. Sypher on the tariff question 
| generally, or on the iron question in particular. 


But I rose for the purpose of giving a flat 
denial to the assertion that J had made any 


: such remark, or had uttered. words kindred to 


it, in the presence of the two gentlemen with 
whom I held conversation. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. Allow me to correct my 


i, colleague, [Mr. RANDALL, ] who has said that 


all the Republican members of this House from 
the State of Pennsylvania voted for the admis- 
sion of Mr. Sypher. I voted, as the record 
will show, against the admission of any one as 
a member from the district in question. 

Mr. RANDALL. I withdraw my remark, 


` or at least I except from its application my col- 
* ` league, [Mr. ScorieLp.] He and I, although 
' of different politics, always voted for the right 


in these cases in the State Legislature. 

Mr. KELLEY. I now yield to the gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. Rogers] for a few 
moments. 

Mr. ROGERS. I regret very much, Mr. 
Speaker, that this has occurred. After the 
first vote upon the case of Mr. Sypher had been 
taken this morning I was called over to the 
other side to talk with some gentlemen. Upon 
arriving there I heard it said that this was a 
move to procure another vote for the tariff 
interest. - I remarked that, sitting in my seat, 
Thad heard Judge KELLEY, the gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania, say in connection with this elec- 


tion case that he had not read the tenman 


‘| that.he knew nothing at all of the case; an 


in that connection I heard the utterance that 


i it would give them another vote for the tariff, 


That conversation oc- 
curred right there, right at that corner, [point- 
ing to where Mr. KELLEY was sitting.] Who 


ii were the gentlemen present and taking part in 
| the conversation I am not now able to say. But 


I will say that the gentleman from Indiana, 
now on my right, [Mr. Ort, ] was not in that 
conversation at the time to which I allude. 
Now, what the gentleman may have intended 
to say of course I cannot now undertake to 
determine. The impression wasas clear upon 
my mind as anything that ever fell upon my 


i| ear that the remark actually made was just 


as I have stated. I thought it remarkable, 
and ‘therefore observed it more particularly 
than I otherwise. should have done, that a gen? 
tleman of his standing, and of so many years’ 
service in this House, twelve or fifteen years 
I believe, should propose to vote upon such 
an important matter as the seating of a mem- 
ber in this House, when he had expressly dis- 
claimed having read any portion of the testi- 
mony, for the reason, as I understood at the 
time, that they would thereby gain another 
friend for their tariff operations. Now, I do 
not say that he made any such statement in 
that connection; but that was the impression 


| left upon my mind, and that is the impression 


now. But upon the assertion of the gentle- 
man that he did not intend to make use of such 


‘an expression in the connection I have indi- 


cated, as a matter of course I must take his 


word for it. I shall always believe, from the 


circumstances, that the statement was made, 
not perhaps in the shape in which I have given 
it, but in a shape similar, and that words sim- 
ilar to those which I have indicated were 


-uttered upon that occasion. 


Mr. KELLEY. I must resume the floor. 
Mr. Speaker, the only conversation about this 
matter was while I was seated in this chair 
with its back tarned to the corner to which the 
gentleman from Arkansas has pointed. The 
conversation was with these honorable gentle- 
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men to whom I have referred; and when I 
brought the matter to the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas he referred to my con- 
versation with these gentlemen. 
to state whether there was anything in the con- 
versation that related in any way to the tariff; 
whether I did not say that having been so much 
pressed by business as to have been unable to 
examine the papers in the case I should ad- 
here toa rule which has governed me not only 
in election cases, but on other questions where 
I have been unable to examine the papers, and 
would follow the report of the committee. I 
now ask the impressions of these gentlemen. 

Mr. ORTH. In response to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] | desire to 
suy that the conversation to which he alludes 
was as it has been stated by him. The word 
‘tariff’? was used; but his statement was that 
he had been so much engaged in connection 
with the tariff that he had not been able to 
examine the papers in this case. [Several 
MEMBERS : ‘‘Louder!’?} I say the gentleman 
remarked that he had been so much engrossed 


in examining the details of the tariff and in 


propane for its discussion in this House that 
e had not had time to examine this election 
case from Louisiana, but that he would follow 
the rate which he had usually adopted and act 
with the majority of the committee. 
stand, however, from my friend from Arkansas, 
that he did not allude to any conversation that 
took place between the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania and myself. 

Mr. ROGERS. Ido not now remember that 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. ORTH] was a 

arty to the conversation at the time to which 

have referred, though he may have been. 

Mr. ORTH. I heard no such remark as the 
gentleman states. 

Mr. KELLEY. I yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Moore] that he may state 
his recollection. 
the conversation was nota long-continued one, 
I having my face turned toward him and the 
gentleman from Illinois, and away from the 
corner at which the gentleman from Arkansas 
heard the conversation ? 

‘Mr. MOORE, of Ilinois. ‘Mr. Speaker, 
my recolleetion of this conversation is sub- 
stantially the same as that of my friend from 
Indiana. I remonstrated with the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] against the 
principle which he stated would govern his vote 
in this case. It does seem to me that if he had 
made any allusion to securing a vote for the 
tariff by voting for the admission of this gen- 
tleman I should have observed itas soon as any 


other man in the House. So far as I can recol- | 


lect there was not the most distant allusion to 
anything of that kind. 
made any such utterance, for I certainly should 
have seized upon it and noticed it at once. 
Mr. KELLEY. I simply desire to call atten- 
tion to the fact that the two gentlemen whom I 
have thus cited have not, so far as I can remem- 
ber, voted with me upon a single disputed 
question arising in connection with the tariff 
bill; and that I should have made to them or 
to my friend from Tennessee, [ Mr. TILLMAN, ] 
who reminds me that he, too, was a party to 


the conversation, any such remark with regard | 
to the tariff as has been alleged, will not, I | 


think, be believed by any one. 

Mr. ROGERS, Mr. Speaker, nobody can 
regret the occurrence of this matter more than 
myself; nevertheless, I repeat what I said be- 
fore—and I am borne ont in the assertion by 


the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Orta ]—that | 


the word “tariff? was used by the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania in connection with his vote | 


upon the admission of this claimant from 


Lonisiana; not, perhaps, in the way in which I | 


understood it; but putting the two together, 
the remark of the gentleman in reference to 
the tariff, together with his zeal upon this ques- 
tion, about which he confessed he knew noth- 
ing—I mean the question as to the seating of 


I cannot think that he | 


| 


: clusion. 


I under : 


` remarks about votes being, influenced on this | 
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a man who received 8,000 votes ont of 80,000— 
appeared to me a remarkable circumstance! 
Perhaps in coupling the remark about the 


I ask them || tariff with this election matter I have in my |; 


haste done the gentleman wrong in my con» | 


i Tf so, I certainly did not intend it; ` 
for, if I know myself, I would not intentionally © 
wrong any member of this House: > = > 
Mr. MAYNARD. .I would like-to inquité 
of the gentleman whether he reported to mem-,.: 
bers of the House that he had heard from the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania a statement to | 
the effect that he had voted for the admission ; 
of Mr. Sypher for the purpose of getting another j 
vote for the tariff? 
Mr. ROGERS. I did not make any such 


report. 
Mr. WARD. Ts thisin- order? ` 7 ; 
The SPEAKER. It proceeds by unanimous | 
consent. i ; 


Mr. ROGERS. Nothing of thé kind has 
been said on this floor by myself. I said that 
previous to taking the vote I was called on the 
other side of the House. where I did hear 


floor as has been suggested. 
is of it. , i 

Mr. WARD. Ihope we will have the règ- 
ular order of business. S a 

‘Mr. MYERS. Iwant to make a statément, . 
with the consent of the House. 

Mr. STILES. We want all this delay 
charged to the other side of the House.” 

Mr. CULLOM. I do not object, as Funder- ; 
stand the gentleman wahts but five minutes. — 

Mr. MYERS. Mr. Speaker, just before this ` 
election case is passed from I desire to say a 
few words which can be received with good 
feeling all over the House, and which seem to 
me to be quite proper to be made. Theyarise © 


That is all there ` 


‘partly from what occurred yesterday and 


Task him to state whether ` 
i the other side of the House just now, when he 
‘ called attention to the fact that the Repub- 


i iana. Now, in reference to that latter point I 


! wish to observe that my record on these ques- 
‘ tions of contested election cases is certainly as 
_ Clear and as defensible as his. I voted against 


artly from what fell from the lips of my col- į; 
eague from Philadelphia [Mr. RANDALL] on || 


lican members from Pennsylvania, afterward |, 
excepting one of them, [Mr. Scorrerp,] voted | 
in favor of the claim of Mr. Sypher to a seat | 
on this floor from the first district of Louis- |j 


| 


the admission of Mr. Delano on this floor. 
voted against the admission of Mr. Wash- 


burn of Indiana on this floor, My con- | 


, science is just a$ good as that of my colleague į; 


: or any other gentleman on this floor. Somuch 


i 


| were overtwo hundred. Headded that I should 


for that. My colleague and I are good friends Í 
and there is no ill-feeling in this statement. | 

Yesterday while the gentleman from Indiana , 
[Mr. Kerr] was occupying the floor I asked || 
him the question how many murders had oc- | 
curred in the district of Louisiana which Mr. | 
Sypher claimed to represent in this House, |, 
and he said there were several, when there i 


have been listening to his speech, and thought | 
it was offensive on my part because FE did not 
take his statement as a verity. Now, in con- 
clusion I send to the Clerk’s desk an extract 
from the Globe, in order’ to show how much ;; 
we are to believe in his statement and what 
his own belief is in the statements he made 
yesterday. I say, sir, that I ask in connection | 
with his vote just cast, that there was no valid ; 
election in the first congressional district of | 
Louisiana—- f i 

Mr. MARSHALL. I rise tò a point of | 
order. Is this in the nature of a personal 
explanation ? . i ; 

Mr. RANDALL. Iwantitto be understood | 
that I must be heard in reply. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. MYERS. I will read them as parts of 
my remarks: . i 


* Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have not, I am sorry ii 
to say, had the opportunity to hear all the remarks | 
of the gentleman on this question; and I wish to ask |: 


" heard on another. 


‘| rupted : 


' as much sincerity as if at tf ( 
; ing the very presence of God himself, that-in my 


| a man, and as a lawyer, there ,was-held, 
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him whether in his judgment thero was n.valid elec- 
tion in the district now under consideration? |. 
“Mr. Kerr. Mr. Spewker, I tako pleasuto’ in 


answering tho gentleman” — = 

Mr. MARSHALL. In'iy estimation the 
gentleman is not properly making a personal 
explanation; but is ‘abusing the privilege 
accorded him by the House. >>: ' 

Mr. MYERS. J am not tħrough'with my 
statement. se lee os, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman did not 
ask to make a petsonal explanation. oe 

Mr. RANDALL. I understood'him to ask 
to make'a statement in reference to something 
about me. Ifso, F want to have the privilege 
of answeting him. Sf yey 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the gentleman ‘from 
Pennsylvania did not rise to ‘make a personal 
ig re for what purpose did he rise?’ ` 
; The SPEAKER. The gentlemanfiém Penn- 
sylvania rose, and asked’ to make a statement 


‘to occupy not moré than five minutes,’ Thé 
| Chair was very careful to note that the words 
_‘* personal explanation” wére not used. ` The 


gentleman was granted by, unanimous consent 
five minttes in which to make a statement. 


_ The Chair repeats what he had occasion to say 


the other day that when 4 gentlemanis making 
a personal explanation, and he travels out of 
what may be justly included ina personalexplan- 
ation, and the point of order is raised, the 
Chair will not allow him to proceed; but the 
Chair did not understand the gentldman from 
Pennsylvania to rise to make a personal explan- 
ation, but merely for the purpose of making 
a statement in reference io what has o¢curred 
upon the floor of the House. ae eS Ges 

Mr. RANDALL. He rather gently insti: 


i tuted a comparison between’ his record and 
i mine in reference to these ‘contested-election 


cases. nee 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania obtained the floor to make a statement 
on the subject then pending before the House 


| which was in reference to votes being influenced 
‘in favor of the tariff. He isnow speaking to 


a subject foreign to that. 
The SPEAKER, The Chair did not under- 


‘| stand that such merely was to be the scope of 


the gentleman’s remaris.’: 

` Mr. HOLMAN. When the House gave the 
gentleman permission to spéak'on one subject 
I cannot understand that hë las a right to be 


Mr. MARSHALL. With -reférence to the 


: remark of the Chair that the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania did not state that he'rose to a 
personal explanation, and ‘that it was not so 


‘| understood on this side of the House, I beg to 


say that I for one did understand that the 
tleman rose to a pérsonal-explanation. — 

TheSPEAKIER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Myers] has two ‘minutes remain- 
ing. aa eee Vin & 

Ate. MYERS. I will restime reading the 
extract from the report of yesterday’ s'proceed- 
ings, which I had commenced when inter- 


gen: 


“Mr. Garrrenp; of Ohio. Ihave not; Tam sorry to 


' say, had the opportunity to hear.gilthe:remarks of 
i; the gentleman on this questions and I wish. 


to ask 
him whether in his judgment there was a valid elec- 
tion in the district now under consideration ? - 
Mr. Karr. Mr. Speaker; I take pleasure in an- 
swering the géntleman.; and-in, apawering him with 
ï were at this moment enter- 
deliberate judgment as a memher of this House, as 
in each and 


i every one of the parishes of' the first district of Lotis- 


jana a legal and a valid election, and that this House 


ii ought so to hold. It possesses the elements of a legal 
| and valid election,with irregularities here and there, 
i with violence here and there to some extent and 
| attimes. Still I say to the gentleman that it was a 
i legal and valid election; andit ought to be so held 


by Congress.” : 


I think, then, that it is well that I did not 


; take the gentleman’s statements yesterday as 


verity, when to-day we find him recording his 


_ vote in support of the prapasition that, there 
| was no valid election. : dogge" 3 


[Here the hammer fell.J 


Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to 


ay a word. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I object. | 
Mr. KERR. I hope I will be allowed to say |! 


word. i 
Mr. NEGLEY. I move that the House do , 
now adjourn. . 
Mr. KERR. I rise toa personal explanation. — 
Mr. STEVENSON. [rise to object. This 
shameful proceeding has gone far enough. 
[Cries of ‘Order!’ ‘* Order 1? from the |: 
Democratic side of the House. ] 

The question was put on Mr. NEGLEY’S mo- 
tion that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. COX. Irise toa point of order. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman cannot be | 
recognized for that purpose while the House is || 
dividing. 

Mr. COX. My point of order has.reference | 
to the fact of the House dividing. It is that 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] was | 
on the floor for a personal explanation when 


the question was pet. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 


| The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from 


York must be simply trifling with the. House. 
Mr. COX. I was not trifling in that regard. 
On the motion to adjourn there were, on a 

division—-ayes 17, noes 108. 

So the House refused to adjourn. .. 

Mr. KERR. I rise to a personal explan- 
ation. . 

Mr. STEVENSON. _I object. : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman requires 
unanimous consent to make a personal 
explanation. 

Mr. KERR. Can I not 
the House? 

The SPEAKER, That can only be done | 
under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I wish to state-—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot 
be heard if he objects to other gentlemen being 
heard. 

Mr. STEVENSON. If I cannot state my 
reason for rising, then I object. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I call for the regu- 
lar order. : 

Mr. COX. I riseto a point of order. It | 
is this: that the Chair should have stated to 
the House the request of the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Kerr] to be permitted to make | 
a personal explanation before any objection to | 
his doing so could be in order. 

The SPEAKER. ` The Chair did so state. 
But even if he had not done so, the point of 
order would be overruled, because the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio, {Mr. Srevenson,] or any 
other gentleman, had the right to object to any 
gentleman even being on the floor, except in 
pursuance of the regular order, or to make a | 
point of order. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to make a par- |! 
liamentary inquiry. Is it not in order for a 
gentleman to request civilly and politely of the 
House unanimous consent to be heard? 

. The SPEAKER, If another gentleman 

objects then he would not be in order. 

r. ELDRIDGE. Even before the gentle- 
man gets his OT out? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will always 
submit—as he did submit to-day—the request 
of a gentleman to be heard in personal explan- 
ation. The Chair will again submit the re- 
quest. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Kerr] desires unanimous consent to make an 
explanation in reply to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Myers.] Is 
there objection? 

Mr. STEVENSON. IfI also can be heard 
in a personal explanation I shall not object. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I hope 
there will be no objection to the gentleman 
from Indiana being heard. +. 

Mr. LOGAN. | hope so, too. 
: Mr. INGERSOLL. And sodo I. 


ask permission of | 


_in my previous remarks. 
|| the privileges of that law from time to time to `! 
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Ohio withdraws the objection to the gentleman 
from Indiana being heard he must do so un- 
conditionally. But the Chair will submit to 
the House the request of the gentleman from 
Ohio that he also be heard. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I cannot trust that 
mingled combination on the other side of the 
House, and I object. [Laughter.} ` 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 1 call forthe 
regular orden 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I suggest to the Chair 


that he put the two cases together, and ask con- | 
‘ gent for both gentlemen. 


i 
i 
| 


to: be offered which I understand gentlemen 
desire to submit; and I will yield frst to the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Perersj] to offer 
an amendment. 

Mr. PETERS. I move to add at the end 
of section eighty-six the following: 

And the Librarian of Congress shall receive a 
yearly compensation of $3,500, to commence when 
this act shali take effect. 

Mr. Speaker, those members of the House 
| who have read this bill will see that it imposes 
upon the Librarian of Congress very greatly in- 
creased labors. His salary now is but $2,509, 
and I propose by this amendment to test the 


The SPEAKER. How longa period does 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] re- 
quire? 

Mr. KERR. Five minutes will do. 

The SPBAKER. How long does the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Stevenson] wish? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I demand the regu- 
lar order of business. Let us have these things 
after the House gets cool. 


PATENT AND COPYRIGHT LAWS. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour now 
begins, at ten minutes past three o’clock, and 


' the House resumes the consideration of the 
© bill (H. R. No. 1714) to revise, 
© and amend the statutes relating to patents an 

» copyrights, reported from the Committee on 


Patents. The gentleman from Rhode Island 


' [Mr. Jencxes] has three minutes of his. hour 
: remaining. 

Mr. JENCKES. I have but a single point ` 
remaining in explanation of this bill reported © 
ii to the House during the last morning hour, | 


and I give notice to the House that at the close 
of my hour I shall yield the floor without call- 


` i| ing the previous question either upon the bill 


or the amendments, in order that the Chair 


in whose time the amendments proposed by the 
committee may. be considered. 

The propositions submitted by the commit- 
tee are few, clear, definite, and precise in their 


|| language, and if any gentlemen wish to move 


amendments to any of them I propose to afford 
them an opportunity to do so. An addition 
has been. made to the law of copyrights, to 
which I did not call the attention of the House 
We have extended 


other subjects than those originally embraced 
in it. 
four or five years ago they were extended to 


photographs and negatives thereof. We now | 


propose to extend them to paintings and works 


right to the exclusive reproduction of his own 


| works as an author or engraver. 

The committee have also considered the | 
| effect of the proposed revision upon all exist- | 
ing legal rights, and in the clause of repeal and | 
the schedule of acts repealed referred to in it | 
they have carefully preserved every existing || 
right, extending the remedial provisions of this || 


act to all proceedings and suits hereafter com- 
menced, so that where remedies are enlarged 
they will be available to all those who shall | 
seek those remedies upon existing rights here- 
after. 
mittee has been governed in offering amend- 


report of the commissioners of revision. ‘Their 
object has been, not to disturb any existing | 
rights or to take away any remedies, but to 
enlarge the remedies in every case where they 
could do so consistently with the principle o 
the law. ; ; 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 

- Mr. STEVENS. I do not propose, after the 
elaborate remarks of the gentleman from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Jenckes] upon the character and 


Sono iate i 


may assign the floor to some other gentleman | 


For instance, by a law passed some © 


of art, believing that an artist has as much į 


Thatisthe principle by which the com- |; 


ments to the bill and also. in considering the | 


sense of the House whether, in consideration 
of these additional services and for other con- 
i| siderations, the salary of the Librarian shall 
‘| not be increased from $2,500 to $3,500. 

I offer this amendment in behalf of the Com 
mittee on the Library, not from any official 
action, because they have not been able to get 
together since this bill was reported to the 
House, but from having learned their indi- 
vidual views expressed to me. They willprob- 
ably speak for themselves before the amend- 
ment shall be acted on. 

There has been a sentiment for some time 
among individual members of Congress that 
the compensation of the Librarian of Congress 
was insufficient. I have taken the trouble to 
|| make an analysis of the duties which he is 
| called upon to perform under the law as it now 

stands, and also a brief analysis of the duties 
` which he will be called upon to perform under 
this bill should it become a law. 

The duties of the Librarian of Congress, with 
his present salary of $2,500 a year, are, first, 
the constant oversight the year round of a 
library now numbering nearly two huudred 
thousand volumes, much the largest library in 
‘the United States; second, the care of from 
ten to twelve thousand new books added every 
year, all of which have to be collated, cata- 
logued, bound, and assigned to their proper 
| places, under one responsible eye ; third, the 
‘| careful reading of several thousand catalogues 
i! annually of auction sales and book stocks in 
| Europe and America, to secure eligible and 
|| economical purchases; fourth, the vigilant 
|| watching of all new issues of the pressand care- 
|, ful selection of books for purchase; fifth, the 
‘| preparation and printing of full catalogues of 
the Library, involving careful critical revision 
| of titles in most of the languages of Europe. 
: Ours is the only Government Library in the 
world which issues annual printed catalogues. 

Sixth, the receipt and care of copyright pub- 
' jieations to the number of from four to six 
thousand annually, and the issue of over one 
thousand requisitions to proprietors of delin- 
quent copyrights. The enforcement of this 
law requires much timeand incessant vigilance. 
Seventh, the care and oversight of an exchange 
of all public documents and publications of 
bureaus and departments with foreign Govern- 
ments for their publications; eighth, the fur- 
nishing of immediate information in all depart- 
menta to Congress and to the public at call. 
_. Under this bill, if it shall become a law, the 
danties of the Librarian of Congress will be 
increased by making him the responsible regis- 
ter of copyrights for the whole United States, 
besides transferring to his care the large library 
of copyright matter now accumulated at the 
Patent Office. This will require the issue of 
from four to six thousand copyright certificates 
per annum, and he is also required to give an 
additional bond in the sum of $5,000 for the 
payment of all fees. received into the Treasury. 

Considering the complex and responsible 
character of his other duties, and the fact that 
he is required by the steady exactions of busi- 
ness to be at his post of labor the year round, 
while the officers of the House and Senate are 


| 


i! 
i 
i 


merits of this bill, to occupy the time of the 


: Mr. STEVENSON. Iam willing to with- 
draw the objection on the understanding that 
I will be heard also. ` 


House by any remarks of my own. I propose, 
however, to permit such remarks to be made 
upon the bill by others and certain amendments | 


mostly relieved from labor during the recess of 
Congress, it would seem but fair that the Libra- 
rian’s compensation should be at least $3,500 
per annum. It is now but $2,592, which is 


1870. °° 


TE 
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| 


reduced by the income tax to about twenty-five 
hundred dollars. No advance, except the 
twenty per cent. increase common to all has 
been made in his salary in fifteen years past, 
though the contents of the Library have been || 
quadrupled and the labors of the Librarian ' 
multiplied in a still greater ratio. The salary 
of the principal librarian ofthe British Museum 
is £1,200, or $6,000. That of the superintend- 
ent of the Boston Public Library is $3,000. I- 
have n table which shows the salaries now paid ' 
to the principal and some of the subordinate 
officers of the Senate and House. 

Now, I wish to compare for a moment the 
rates of compensation paid to subordinate offi- 
cers of the Senate and the House with the 
compensation now paid to the Librarian of Con- 
gress. The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House 
received an annual compensation of $4,320 un- 
der the late appropriation bill; the Clerk of the 
House received $4,320; the Secretary of the 
Senate, $4,320; the Chief Clerk of the Senate, 
33,092; two other clerks in the Senate, each, 
$2,592; two stenographers of the committees 
of the House, each, $4,880; the clerk of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, $2,592; the 
clerk of the Committee on Appropriations, 
$2,592; clerk of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
House, $2,500; Doorkeeper of the House, 
$2,592; Chief Clerk and Journal Clerk of the 
House, each $3,000; and forthe arduous duties 
which the Librarian of Congress is called upon 
to perform he is to receive but about two thou: 
sand five hundred dollars. | 

As to the fitness of the Librarian of Congress | 
for the place he occupies nobody cau have a | 
doubt who is at all acquainted with him. Mr. 
Spofford could to-day leave the situation which ` 
he now holds and obtain a much larger com- 
pensation in some other place. But he hasso 
much love for the business, he has such an 
enthusiasm and desire to fill properly the place ` 
which he now occupies, that the additional sal- | 
ary to be obtained in other places has not been | 
aremptstion to him. And from an intimate ` 
knowledge of this officer, and with some knowl. ` 
edge of his private relations, I can say to the | 
House that he has hard work to eke out a sup- ` 
port of his family with the sum of $2,500 which 

e now receives. 

There is a provision in this bill which, if it i. 

shall become a law, will save to the Government | 


annually from four to six thousand dollars. The || 
Librarian is to collect one dollar upon each copy- | 
right. I guaranty that when this becomes his 
duty that vigilant officer will collect the fee in 
every case. About five thousand copyrights— || 
the average within two years has been trom four |; 
to six thousand—are issued annually. The 
fees paid upon the issue of those copyrights are 
now received by the clerks of the district courts | 
where the copyrights are taken out. Although 
by law the clerks of those courts are required 
to render an account to the Treasury of the 
United States, I believe that in all the districts 
the judges have allowed the clerks to retain 
the fecs collected in that way as payment for 
their services in that behalf. Now, the pro- 
vision of this bill is that all this business shall 
be under the supervision of the Librarian of | 
Congress. The provision in reference to these || 
fees is a stringent one. Ifthe Librarian is to | 
be subjected to this arduous duty, and to col- | 
lect for the benefit of the Treasury from four 
to six thousand dollars annually, of which the | 
‘Treasury does not now receive a single cent, I || 
ask that this officer, whose compensation is |, 
now so small, and who now discharges his duties |! 


with such great efficiency, shall be allowed for | p 


the labors already imposed on him, and those | 
additional labors to be imposed by this bill, the | 
sam of $1,000 additional, when he will save ‘i 
thousands of dollars to the Government annu- ; 
ally. It appears to me that no member of the | 
House ought to vote against this proposition. | 

Mr. STEVENS. Iam not authorized by the | 
committee to assent on their behalf to this | 
amendment; but I see no objection to a vote | 


$ 


of the House upon it, or to its incorporation 
as a part of the bill. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to make an in- | 


quiry. Is not the present salary of the Libra- 


rian $2,500? 
Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. This bill, while 


upon him, and will undoubtedly prove to be a 
measure of retrenchment and reform in the 


. interest of the Government. 


Mr. HOLMAN. It seemsto me that if any 


i 
{i 


country and in which it receives protection under 
the laws of any foreign country for a shorter period, 
in which oase it shall cease to have any force in this 
country by virtuo of this act, at the samo time that 
it becomes of no effect elsewhere; and during tho 


| period that it remains in force it shall entitle the 
. person, firm, or corporation registering the samo 


salary may properly be increased, that of the - 


Librarian is certainly such a one. 


Mr. STEVENS. “I now yield to the gentle- ` 


man from Iowa, [Mr. PALMER. ] 
Mr. PALMER. I cheerfally indorse the 


The duties of the Librarian’ 


day. He is custodian of the largest library in 
America, now nearly two hundred thousand 


| volumes, and must keep constantly catalogued, 
i collated, labeled, and arranged, additional ac- 
| cessionsto the number of ten to twelve thousand ; 


volumes annually. Beside this, he is required 
to prepare an annnal catalogue and general 
catalogues of the whole Library, both by sub- 
jects and authors, 
of most of the languages of Europe. He is 
also required to receipt for copyright books and 


statements of the House chairman of the Li- 
' brary Committee. 
. of Congresscompel him to be actively employed 
‘the year round from nine to twelve hours per ' 


involving critical knowledge ' 


other publications to the number of four tofive | 


thousand per year; to notify delinquent pub- 
lishers of every omission to seud their public- 
ations, involving constant vigilance, and to be 
ready to furnish information to any member 
| of either House, or to the public. His labors 
| are increased by this bill, which makes him the 
_ responsible register of copyrights for the whole 
` country, and places in his charge an additional 


_ library of copyright works, numbering thirty 
thousand volumes, all of which he must cata: ; 


logue and care for. His bondis also increased 

by the bill to $8,000. 
Considering the complex character of his 

office, the salary of $2,592 now paid the Libra- 


' gentleman from 
i cannot be enter 


oe —---———— 


5 3 K > ats i . to the exclusive use thereof so far as regards the 
increasing his salary, imposes additional duties D 


description of goods to which it is nppropriated in 
the statement filed under oath as aforesaid, and no 
other person shall lawfully uso the same trade-mark, 


‘ or substantially the same, or so nearly resembling it 


as to be calculated to deceive, upon substantially the 
same description of goods, &e. 


Mr. STEVENS. Iam willing to consider 


- that amendment as pending. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. Ihave anotheramend- 
ment to offer to the same section. Add the 
following proviso : 

Provided, That six months prior to the expiration 


. of said term of thirty years application may be made 
` for a renewal of such registration, under regulations 


., to be prescribed by the Commissioner of Patents; and 


the fee for such renewal shall be the same as for the 


' criginal registration, and such trade-mark shall re- 
: main in force for a further term of thirty years: | 


; mark was registered. 


| Provided further, That nothing in this section shall: 


be construed by any court as abridging or in any. 
manner affecting unfavorably the claim of any per- 
son, firm, corporation, or company to any trade-mark 


after the expiration of tho term for which said trade- 


Mr. STEVENS. Ido not object to the gen- 
tleman moving that amendment and having it 
peuding before the House. 

Mr. JENCKES. I hope the gentleman’s 


: amendment will be accepted. 


| 
| 
| 


i 


rian of Congress is inadequate, and far below ` 


_ the compensation received by officers of either | 
| House whose duties are, in the main, confined |; 


merely to the time of the sessions of Congress. 
His is the only considerable office which is 


, common to both Houses, and while the salaries 


of the House librarian, short-hand reporters, 
and clerks to committees have been increased 
by special resolution, he has neither.asked nor 
received any increase of salary in his nine 
years’ service, except the twenty per cent. 
voted in 1866 to all the officets of Congress 
without distinction. If the bill reporte 
the Committee on Patents, amended as pro- 

osed by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 

ETERS, | should pass, the increased salary to 


|| the Librarian would be no tax on the Federal 
i| Treasury, for the amount of copyright fees 


secured to the Treasury would exceed by about 


-four thousand dollars the amount of the pro- | uon nineteen, page 7, lineeight, I move to add 


posed increase. 
be adopted. y 
The question then recurred on the amend- 


I trust the amendment may 


ment of Mr. Peters; and being taken, it was | 


agreed to. 
Mr. STEVENS. I now yield to the gentle- 


man from New Jersey, who, I understand, has | 


some amendments to offer. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. Ihave certain amend- 
ments which I desire to-offer. $ 
Mr. STEVENS. I will yield for the pur- 
ose of hearing what the amendments are. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. 


nine, line three, I move to strike out the word 


In section seventy- | 


tí unless’? and insert ‘except in cases where | 


such trade-mark is claimed for and applied to 


articles not manufactured in this country, and :;; 


in which;’’ so that the section will then read: 


Src. 79. Such trade-mark shall remain in force for ffi 
thirty years Spon teat of such registration, ex- jj o 


ceptin cases where guch trade-mark is claimed for 
and applied to articles not manufactured in this 


Mr. CLEVELAND. I also desire to move 
to strike out section seventy, as follows: 


Sec. 70. On all patents hereafter granted there 
shail be paid the following additional fees, namely, 
at or before the expiration of the term ofsever years 
from the date of the patent the sum of twenty-five | 
dollars, and at or before the expiration of tho term ; 
of twelve years from the dato of the patent thie fur- | 
ther sum of fifty dollars; and in default of the pay- ; 
ment of either of the sums aforesaid, within the ' 
periods aforesaid, the said, patent shall be forfeited, 
and the invention so patented become public prop- 
erty. 


The SPEAKER. ` There are two amend- 


| ments now pending, and the last motion of the 


New Jersey, to strike out, 
tained at this time except by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. STEVENS. I cannot yield for the pur- 
pose of permitting the latter amendment to be 


| offered. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. Then I give notice that 
I shall make that motion at the proper time. 
I also give notice that at the proper time, in 


: section eight, which is as follows, I shall move 
_ to strike out the words, ‘including Patent 
| Office reports :” 


byi P 


-by mail, free of posta 


8. Tho Commissioner may send and receive 
e, letters, printed matter,and 
packages relating to the business of hisoffice,includ- 


Src. 


ing Patent Office reports. 
My amendment proposes to do away with this 

franking privilege on the part of the Com- 

missioner. 

“Mr, STEVENS. I yield now to the gentle- 

man from Massachusetts. ~ 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. In sec- 


the words, ‘‘ by such employésas are appointed 
by the Secretary on nomination of t e.Com- 
missioner.’ It will be observed, and I desire 
the attention of the House to it, that this sec- 
tion permits the Commissioner to rent.as many 
rooms ag he may deem necessary. 


Mr. JENCKES. That has been stricken out. 


‘The portion referred to by the gentleman from 


Massachusetts, and which has been stricken 
out by the Committee on Patents, is as follows: 


The Commissioner mag rent, under the direction 
of the Committees on atents of the Senate’ and 
House of Representatives, such rooms as may be 
necessary for the spsedy and eonvenienttrangaction 
of the business of his office. 


The section now reads as follows: 

The Commissioner, subject to the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior, may from time totime 
establish rules and regulations, not inconsistent with 


law, for the conduct of proceedings in the Patent 
nee, Pa 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Now, he 


Sien 
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nominated by the President and confirmed 
by the Senate, and who are quite his equals 
in every respect. I understand that the opin- 
ion of the Committee on Patents is that this 


provision as to establishing rules and regula- | 
tions for the proceedings does not apply to the : 
conduct of the employés of whatever class. But . 


the difficulty isthat the Commissioner has made 
a series of time-tables, and other rules and 
regulations covering the acts of the employés, 
which he has applied to the examiners, who are 
his equals and coirdinates, and who ought not 
to bein any way under him. Therefore I want 
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to put in this language to exclude the idea of - 


his having any such power. I am willing that 
he should govern his clerks and laborers and 
all who hold under him, but I am not willing 
that he shall have the power of annoying and 
disturbing, if he chooses, the men who are 
appointed by the same power as he is and 
with the same rank. 

Mr. JENCKES. I think I can show the 
gentleman from Massachusetts that his amend- 
mentis not needed. ‘This power to make rules 
and regulations is to apply to the proceedings 
in the Patent Office, and not at all to the per- 
sons empioyed there; and the rules and regu- 
lations to which the gentleman refers, and of 
which he complains, are made by the Com- 


missioner under the power in the existing law, . 


which is reprinted in this bill, at the end of 
section ten, in the following words: 


” They shall be governed in their actions by rules | 


prescribed by him.” 
That power we propose to take away. It is 
part of the recommendation of the committee 


that these words shall be stricken out from the ; 
existing law, and that the power which the | 


Commissioner shall have and ought to have 
shall be that of regulating the manner in which 
proceedings shall be conducted in his office; 
the rules of court, so to speak, not the rules of 
decision but of government. 
tleman will withdraw his amendment, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The ex- 
planation which the chairman of the Committee 
on Patents has put on record will obviate the 
necessity of the amendment I had proposed. 
I therefore withdraw my amendment. 
I desire to make another, in the ninth line of 
the tenth section. The section, as reported 
from the committee, reads thus: 

The examiners-in-chief shall be persons of compe- 
tent legal knowledge and scientific ability, whose 
duty it shall be, onthe written petition of the appel- 


lant, to revise and determine upon the validity of 
the adverse decisions of examiners upon applica- 


tions for patents, and for reissues of patents, and in 


interference cases; and when required by the Com- | 


missioner they shall hear and report upon claims for 
extensions, and perform such other duties as he may 
assign them. 

I want to strike out the words ‘‘ he may assign 
them,” and insert in their place the words 
“t may be assigned them by law.’’ The chair- 


I hope the gen- | 


But ! 


man of the committee will see that under the | 


words ‘‘and perform such other duties as he 
may assign them’’ the Commissioner might— 
though that would not be very likely—yet he 


might put them to sweeping out the office. | 


The duties shonld be assigned them by law, 
and not by-the will of the Commissioner. That 
is the point I desire to make. 

Mr. JENCKES. The language which the 
gentleman objects to is the language of the 
existing law. As there is no hardship under 
it we did not take the responsibility of recom- 
mending its alteration. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Ah! But | 


the difficulty is that under the old law the 
Commissioner bas shown a disposition to in- 
terfere, which the committee by this bill seek 
very properly to regulate. 

Mr. JENCKES. We thought we met that 
objection sufficiently by taking away the power 
to assign duties in the office. But there are 
many things in which the Commissioner might 
wish the services of the examiners-in-chief, but 
which it would be very difficult to prescribe 
definitely by law. 


Nr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then I 
will compromise by moving to substitute the 
word ‘like’? for the word ‘‘other,’’ so that 
it will read ‘such like duties as he may assign 
them.” 

Mr. JENCKES. Ihave no objection tothat, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then I 
withdraw my amendment, and substitute for it 
that which 1 have just indicated. 

The Clerk read the proposed amendment, 
as follows: 


In line nine, section ten, strike out the word 
“other” and insert the word “like ;” so that tho sec- 
tion will read: S 

The examiners-in-chief shall be persons of compe- 
tent legal knowledge and scientific ability, whose 
duty it shall be, on the written petition of the appel- 
lant, to revise and determine upon the validity of 
the adverse decisions of examiners upon applications 
for patents, and for reissues of patents, and in inter- 
ference cases; and when required by the Commis- 


sioner they shall hear and report upon claims for 


extensions, and perform such like duties as he may 
assign them. 


Mr. STEVENS. I do not understand that 


to have been the compromise offered and ac- ; 


cepted by the two gentlemenhere. The word 
‘ other’? should remain in the text. 

Mr. JENCKES. It will then read ‘‘ other 
like.” I have no objection to that. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. . I do not 
see that it alters it at all. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


man from New Jersey, [Mr. CLEVELAND. ] 
Mr. CLEVELAND. This is a very im- 


` portant bill and one greatly needed by the coun- 
| try. 
' amend the statutes relating to patents and copy- | 


It proposes to revise, consolidate, and 


rights. 
In regard to the first amendment, proceeding 


| in the order of the bill, which I propose, it isin 


section eight, lines three and four, to strike out 


the words ‘‘including Patent Office reports.” : 
p I do it because we decided by a vote of this 
| House almost unanimously that these reports 


should no longer be sent to the country through 
the mails free of poings: We abolished the 
franking privilege, and if we did it in good 
faith let us stick to it. I voted for that bill in 
good faith. When I voted to abolish the frank- 
ing privilege I intended, so far as I was con- 
cerned, to abolish it entirely and absolutely 


i| go far as the distribution of these public docu- 


ments is concerned; and yet it is revived in 
this section of this bill, and by this provision 
the Commissioner of Patents may be enabled 
to distribute all the copies of the Patent Office 


report that may be published. That is all I | 


desire to say upon that point. 


I pass now to sections sixty-eight and sev- || 


enty. By looking at page 36 of this bill it will 
be discovered that where there may be diffi- 
culty in the way of the procuring of a patent 
the fees will amount to $115, being as follows: 

On filing each original application fora patent, $15. 

On issuing each original patent, $20. 

On filing each caveat, $10. 

On every application forthe reissuc of a patent, $30. 

On filing each disclaimer, $10. 

On an appeal for the first time 
examiners to the examiners-in-chief, 

On every appeal from the examiners-in-chief to 
the Commissioner, $25. 


That makes in all $115. Now, I do not 
oppose those fees. They are the fees placed 
in the bill by the committee, and are possibly 
the same as existed before. But what I pro- 
pose to oppose is the imposition of additional 
fees; and I understand that the Committee on 
Patents are opposed to my amendment. I pro- 


por to strike out the seventieth section, which || 


ask the Clerk to read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec. 70. On all patents hereafter granted there 
shall be paid the following additional fees, namely, 
at or before the expiration of the term of seven years 
from the date of the paient the sum of twenty-five 
dollars, and at or before the expiration of the term 
of twelve years from the date of the patent the fur- 
ther sum of fifty dollars, and in default of the pay- 
ment of either of the sums aforesaid, within, the 
periods aforesaid, the said patent shall be forfeited, 
sod the invention so patented become public prop- 
erty. 


a 


Mr. STEVENS. I now yield to the gentle- ; 


from the primary | 


April 20, 


Mr. CLEVELAND. Now, Mr. Speaker 
this is a new provision introduced by the com. 
mittee imposing additional fees to the amount 
of $75 beyond the $115 for procuring a patent, 
It is within the experience of many of the mem- 
bers of this House, and it is within the expe- 
rience of thousands of poor inventors in the 
| country, who have been assisted by the liber- 
| ality of our patent laws, that it takes them 
half, three fourths, nearly the whole time their 
| patezt has to run during the first term before 

they can succeed in perfecting the operations 

necessary under it and in getting the article 
‘into the market or disposing of their patent. 
i Now, by this bill it is proposed that while the 
i| inventor is still struggling during the first seven 
| years of the existence of his patent he shall pay 
i| the Government an additional fee of twenty- 
. five dollars; and if he shall be so poor, as 
i hundreds and thousands of these inventors are, 
|| as to be unable to pay the twenty-five dollars, he 
l| must either raise the money by parting with an 
interest in his patent to some capitalist or else 
lose his patent. But if fortunately he is able 
to raise the twenty-five dollars necessary to pay 
that fee, then the bill proposes that five years 
after that, when perhaps he has just succeeded 
or is about to succeed in establishing his article 
in the market, in demonstrating its value, and 
in inducing capitalists to take hold of it, he 
shall be compelled to pay another fee of fifty 
© dollars; and if unfortunately he is unable to 
` pay that, then he loses his patent and the whole 
amount he has already paid to the Govern- 
ment—the $115 paid at the outset and the $25 
paid at the end of seven years; and all the 
labor, time, expense, and anxiety which he 
i] has bestowed upon his invention in trying to 
|| perfect it, all that is lost to him forever. 
‘|| Mr. WARD. I wish to understand—— 

Mr. CLEVELAND. It is generally the 
i poorer classes of people who desire these 
: patents. 
| Mr. WARD. I understood the gentleman 
'' to say that this bill provided for an increase 
|! of the fees to be paid by parties who apply for 
lj patents. 
(| Mr. CLEVELAND. Additional fees. 
Mr. WARD. To what extent? i 

| Mr. CLEVELAND. It is notan increase 
i| of the regular fees, as I willexplain. The fees 
i| to be paid when a patent is first issued, I un- 
| derstand, are to be the same precisely under 
this bill that they are now. 
| Mr. JENCKES, Thegentleman is correct. 
: Mr. CLEVELAND. Sol understand. I 
' am not opposed to those fees, but to the addi- 
tional fees. ; i 

Mr. WARD. What are the proposed addi- 
tional fees? I understood the gentleman to 
state that there were additional fees. It occurs 
to me that these inventors pay sufficiently high 
| fees now, and that the fees should rather be 
i! reduced than increased. r 
Mr. CLEVELAND. Ifthe gentleman had 
ii paid attention to what I said he would have 
‘ understood what additional fees are proposed. 
| At the end of seven years after a patent has 
| been issued an additional fee of twenty-five 
dollars is to be paid, and at the end of twelve 
| years an additional fee of fifty dollars more; 
' and in default of the payment of either of 
those additional fees the inventor will lose his 
patent entirely. ‘ 

Mr. WARD. What is the object of this 
increase? . Why impose those additional fees? 
| Mr.CLEVELAND. Isay there is no object 
i in doing so except to increase. the revenues 
of the Patent Office, which I think are large 
: enough already. Or, if there is any other ob- 
' ject in it, it is to discriminate against the poor 
“inventor whom the patent laws and the Patent 
|, Office were established to protect, and in favor 
| of the rich inventor, who is able to raise the 
| money and pay these fees, after going through 
| seven or twelve years’ labor and experiment in 

trying to perfect his invention up to that point. 
For that reason I am in favor of striking out 


1870. 
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en 


TIt is entirely new mat- 


this section altogetber. 
for the enforce- 


ter, and altogether unnecessary 
ment of the patent laws. Me 

Section seventy-nine of this bill is in rela- 
tion to trade-marks. The Committee on Pat- 
ents have very wisely, it seems to me, intro- 
duced new matter under the head of “‘trade- 
marks.” Trade-marksare butlittle understood 
in this or in any other country by other than 
the particular persons interested in the estab- 
lishment of trade-marks. Their value is really 
not generally appreciated by the community at 
large. It is only of late years that the courts 
have been inclined to construe liberally the 
common law, under which the right is now 
claimed to establish trade-marks upon manu- 
factured articles. It is not very many years 


back—— 

Mr. STEVENS. How long time does the 
gentleman desire upon this subject? 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Not many minutes 


more. 

Mr. STEVENS. I understood the gentle- 
man to say that he wanted but a few minutes 
inall. There are other gentlemen who desire 
to be heard, and I will have to claim the floor 
soon under the arrangement which has been 
agreed upon. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Let me have three 
minutes more. 

Mr. STEVENS. Very well. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Iwill have toleave the 
line of argument I had begun, and confine my- 
self to the amendment I have offered. 

Mr. MYERS. I hope the gentleman will be 
allowed ten minutes more. - 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not desire to restrict 
the gentleman unnecessarily. 

Mr. MYERS. There is no 
matter. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Iwill ask for ten min- 
ates more. 

Mr. STEVENS. Very well. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Itis only within a few 

ears that the courts of any country have been 
inclined to construe liberally the common law 
in regard to trade-marks. Only a few years 
since the highest court in England decided that 
the practice of establishing trade-marks was 
a practice promotive of monopolies in trade ; 
but of late years a. more liberal view has ob- 
tained in the courts both of England and of 
this country, and the courts are now inclined 
to construe the common law so as to protect 
irade-marks for the good of the public itself, 
as well asin behalf of manufacturers and those 
persons who are engaged in trado. 

It is claimed, and justly claimed, that in the 
protection of trade-marks the courts are pro- 
tecting the common people, people who are 
not expert in the purchase of the articles they 
need. A trade-mark is not necessarily a par- 
ticular mark placed upon the article manu- 
factured. It may be merely the maker’s name 
put upon the article, or a distinctive label, s0 
that those who want to purchase an article of 
a particular manufacture may be able to iden- 
tify it and get the genuine article. Without 
such protection, the purchaser is constantly 
liable to be misled, unless he is able to exam- 
ine as an expert every article that he may 
desire for personal or household use or for 
manufacturing purposes. But under the com. 
mon law of trade-marks, as now construed by 
the courts, the public is protected. When 
you purchase an article under a given name 
or with a particular mark, you may be certain 
that the article is what it purports to be, unless 
some one has ventured to put upon the market 
an imitation, the sale of which the courts will 
stop when the matter is brought to their atten- 

ion. 

Within the last few years the courts of Eng- 
land and of this country have gone still far- 
ther, and have so construed the law.as to pro- 
tect manufacturers as well as the public. This 
is a great advance upon the position occupied 
by the courts only afew yearsago. Following 


hurry about the 


the direction indicated by these liberal con- 
structions of the courts, this bill proposes to 
extend and enlarge the protection afforded to 
manufacturers. It provides a method by which 
a manufacturer may register his trade-mark 
for a given term. In section seventy-nine the 
committee have provided for the registration 
of trade-marks, which registration is to con- 
tinue in force for thirty years. I presume the 


term but for the provision of the Constitution 
that protection of this kind shall be granted 
only for a limited period. My amendment 


provides that at the expiration of the first term 


of thirty years the registratian may be renewed, 
so as to extend over a second term of thirty 
years; and it is further provided that the man- 
ufacturer shall not lose his protection under 
the common law in consequence of the expira- 
tion of those two terms of thirty years each. 

This bill contains other important provisions 
which I have not time to discuss at length. 
In section eighty there are some important 
provisions which I hope the House will exam- 
ine carefully before they are voted upon. It 
is well known that laws of this character, while 
intended to be liberal and to extend privileges, 
may be in fact restrictive, and may defeat by 
injudicious phraseology the very objects they 
seek to promote. I am afraid some of the 
provisions of this bill are not broad enough ; 
and as to some I think the bill would have been 
better if they had not been introduced ; but as 
the committee, after thorough examination of 
the subject, have deemed them necessary, I 
am willing to acquiesce in the judgment of the 
committee. . 

I shall move to insert after the word ‘‘ ob- 
tain,” in line nine of section seventy-eight, 
the word ‘‘special;’’ so that the phrase will 
read, ‘‘for exclusive use within the United 
States may obtain special protection for such 
lawful trade-marks.” This bill makes the 
Commissioner of Patents a judge. He is to 
determine very important questions. 
to decide what are and what are not trade- 
marks. After he has decided that a mark 
embraced in a particular application ‘‘is not 
and cannot become a lawful trade-mark ’’ ac- 
cording to the language of this bill, a shade 
may thereby be cast over it in the courts when 
the manufacturer afterward seeks to sustain 
his claim under the common law. This diffi- 
culty is perhaps unavoidable. I have sub- 
mitted to the committee a suggestion designed 
to obviate it; but the committee see no way 
out of the difficulty. The bill provides: 

The Commissioner of Patents shall not receive 
and record any proposed trade-mark which is. not 
and cannot become a lawful trade-mark, or which 
is merely the name of a person, firm, or corporation 
only, unaccompanied by a mark sufficient to distin- 
guish it from the same name when used by other 
persons, or which is identical with a trade-mark 
appropriate to the same class of merchandise and 
belonging to a different owner, and already regis- 
tered or received for registration, or which so nearly 
resembles such last-mentioned trade-mark as to be 
likely to deceive the public. 

Now, the names of persons and corporations 
are trade-marks, and the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents cannot by any decision of his prevent 
them from becoming trade-marks. They are 
acknowledged as trade-marks everywhere so 
far as I can ascertain. They have been recently 
acknowledged as trade-marks in France. They 
have also been acknowledged as trade-marks 
in England. But by this provision the Com- 
missioner of Patents may cast a shade upon 
trade-marks to which these people are legally 
entitled, and to which their claims have always 
been recognized. I do not think, however, 
that this provision will accomplish the purpose 
of the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. STEVENS. I now yield to the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island. 

Mr. JENCKES. The gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. CLevELanp] expresses his approval 
of the provisions reported by the Committee 
on Patents in favor of the recognition of trade- 


He is |! 


marks, and I am glad to have his support. 
To the amendments which he has proposed to 
the seventy-ninth section I see no objection, 
and if there be no objection from any other 
quarter, I trust by unanimous consent they 
may be considered as adopted. 

The SPEAKER, If there be no objection, 
the two amendments proposed by the gentle- 


| | man from New Jersey to the seventy-ninth 
committee would bave fixed a much longer |; 


section will be considered as adopted. 
There was no objection; andtheamendments 
were accordingly agreed to. 


Mr. JENCKES. Now, in regard to the sev- 
entieth section, which my friend from New 
Jersey proposes to strike out, providing for 
additional fees, I have only to say it is a fair 
subject for difference of opinion. The com- 
mittee recommended this section and ingrafted 
it into the bill, because from all the inform- 
ation before them they deemed it necessary. 
It was intended for the purpose of preventing 
the reissue of useless patents as they die out. 
There is no great hardship in any man who has 
a useful invention at the expiration of seven 
years being asked to pay into the Treasury a 
fee of twenty-five dollars, and at the end of 
twelve years a fee of fifty dollars. It will in- 
crease the revenue of the Patent Office, besides 
saving us from the reissue of useless patents. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Let me ask the gentle- 
man a question. 

Mr. JENCKES. Certainly. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Does the Patent Office 
need these fees? 

Mr. JENCKES. It does not now; but it 
may hereafter. The expenses of the Depart- 
ment increase as the business increases. It 
does not really impose any additional burden 
upon the poor inventor, as it will come upon 
the manufacturer who is working under the 
patent after the value of the invention has been 
developed. But I will submit to a vote of 
the House whether the amendment shall be 
adopted or not. 


Mr. GRISWOLD. I[understand the Patent 


| Office is now not only a self-sustaining institu- 


tion, but has a surplts of $100,000. This being 
so, Í ask whether it is not wrong on our part 
to impose additional burdens upon poor invent- 
ors in procuring their patents? 
Mr. JENCKES. That is another thing. If 
we were acting on that subject now the com- 
mittee would favor a reduction of the expenses 
in making the original application fora patent. 
That, however, is now pending before the Com- 
mittee on Patents, and it will be time enough 
to consider it when it comes before the House. 
Section eight, to which the gentleman from 
New Jersey has made objection, in reference to 
the franking privilege, is preserved in the bill 
because it is the existing law. If the bill that 
assed the House for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege becomes a law then this will have 
no effect; and I therefore suggest to the gen- 
tleman not to insist on his amendment to that 
section. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Under this provision 
cannot the Commissioner of Patents distribute 
the whole of the Patent Office reports? 

Mr. JENCKES. You may do so now under 
the existing law, and I hope he will do so 
before the franking privilege is abolished, so 
that they may be distributed and placed where 
they will be of advantage. 

Mr. STEVENS. As the morning hour has 


_nearly expired I do not propose to take any 


farther action now, but will let the bill go over 
until to-morrow. 
The morning hour having expired, the bill 
went over. ; 
E S SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that the 
House now proceed to the consideration of the 
business on the Speaker’s table, in order that 
we may take up and non-concur in the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the census bill. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I object to going to the 
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Speaker's table to take up any special billas- 
the gentleman proposes; but I am in favor of 
taking up the business on the Speaker’s table 
in regular order. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
76, noes 84, 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COX. 
adjourn. 

Lhe motion was disagreed to. 


MOBILE MARINE HOSPITAL. 


The SPEAKER laid before the Housea com- |. 

munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 

. In response to a resolution of the House, con-. 

cerning the condition and management of the | 

marine hospital at Mobile, Alabama; which i 

was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 


RENT PAID FOR HEADQUARTERS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House | 
a communication, from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting, in compliance with the request of 
the Committee on Military Affairs, statements | 
prepared by the Quartermaster General of the | 
amounts paid during the past year for rental ;' 
and other expenses connected with the Gen- 
eral, Lieutenant General, and major generals 
of the Army ; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be |; 
printed. ; 


I move that the House do now | 


TESTS OF SPIRITS METERS. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a letter from the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, in relation to certain spirits distilled 
under the direction of a committee appointed 
to make certain tests of spirits meters; which 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE E. COOPER. mi 


The next business on the Speaker's table | 
was aletter from the Secretary of War, in rela- | 
tion to the presentation of a gold watch and 
chain to Surgeon George E. Cooper, of the |; 
Army of the United States, by the Govern- | 


Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to ! 
be printed. 
SALES BY POST TRADERS. 


The next business on the Speaker's table 
was a letterfrom the Secretary of War, in rela- 
tion to sales to enlisted men by post traders; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. A 


ment of France; which was referred to the | 
| 
i 


LEVI C. GUPTILL. | 


The next business on the Speaker’s table || 
was a letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a copy of a deed executed by Levi C. 
Guptill, of the State of Iowa, conveying to the 
United States two certain lots of land situate 
in the village of Estherville, county of Em- 
mett, Iowa. 

On motion of Mr. WELKER, the communi- 
cation was referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


TICE METER. : 


‘The next business on the Speaker's table 
was a letter from the Treasury Department in 
reference to the Tice meter. 

On motion of Mr. ALLISON, the communi- 
cation was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


CENSUS. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was the amendment of the Senate to-the bill 
(H. R. No. 1595) to amend an act entitled 
“An act providing for the taking of the sev- 
enth and subsequent censuses of the United 
States, and to fix the number of the members 
of the House of Representatives and to pro- 
vide for their future apportionment among the 
several States,’’ approved May 23, 1850. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desireto move; 
with a view to saving the time of the House, 


er 


|. Mr. PAINE. 
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that the House non-concur in the amendment 
of the Senate, in order that the matter may go 
to a committee of conference. And I would 
just say that the Senate made this amendment 


-, with the express understanding that while they 
desired those changes a committee of confer- 
.. ence should be granted if asked for. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Iask thatthe amendment 


' by the Senate may be reported. 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: - 


Strike out all ofthe original bill afterthe enacting 


' clause of the House bill and insert in lieu thereof 


the following: g 
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is 
hereby, directed to include in the instructions tothe 


: United States marshals for taking the census the 


present year directions to obtain the following sta- 
tistics respecting the surviving officers, soldiers, and 
sailors of the war of 1812, and the surviving widows 
of deceased officers, soldiers, and sailors of said war, 
to wit: name and age of each surviving officer, sol- 
dier, and sailor; name of deceased otücer, soldier, 
and sailor whose widow survives; date of enlistment 


': and length of service, with name of company and 


regiment and vessel in which service was rendered, 


: as nearly as may be, of each officer, soldier, and 
: sailor, and of each deceased officer, soldier, and sailor 
-. whose widow survives; what pension, if any, thesur- 
: viving officer, soldier, and sailor, or widow, is recciv- 


ing. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the time 
allowed for transmitting the said copy of the returns 


|: of the assistant marshals to the Census Office is hereby 
; further limited so that thereturns of population and 


mortality upon schedules numbered, respectively, 


| one and six, in the act of May 23, 1850, shall be sent 
to that offico on or before the 15th day of August |! 
next, and thecomplete returns upon all the schedules |i 
to and made part of that act, excepting . 


annexed 


upon the schedule therein designated as No. 2, 


which schedulo is hercby revoked, canceled, and | 
declared to be no longer 2 part of said_act, shall be |! 


forwarded to the Census Office beforo the lst day of 
October following: Provided, That the Secretary of 
the Interior shali be authorized to extend the time 
allowed for returns on the schedules, other than 
those of population and mortality, in any case where 
it-shall appear to him to bo necessary: Provided fur~ 


ther, That whenever, from theloss or destruction of | 


returns, or from. causes beyond the control of the 


officers charged with the enumeration, it shall be '' 


shown to be impracticable to comply with the re- 
quirements of this section, the Secretary of the In- 
terior is authorized to extend thetime allowed for 
rendering returns of population and mortality, not 
beyond the lst day of October next. - 

KC. 3. Andbe it further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the Interior be, and he is hercby,authorized 


|| to inereaso the compensation allowed marshals or , 
agents and their assistants for taking the ninth cen- ; 
sus in California, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, New Mex- : 
i! ico, Montana, Idaho, Colorado, Wyoming, Arizona, ` 
| and Washington, but only so much as may be found | 
|| necessary to securo the prompt. and faithful execu- 


tion of the work. 


Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That each assist- ` 


ant marshal or agent shall be paid for making out 


i and returning complete copies of the original cen- : 


sus returns, as required in the cleventh section of 
the act to which this is a supplement, eight cents for 
each page of the two copies of the original census 


jj returns required by the said eleventh section. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask that the 
House non-concur in the amendment of. the 
Senate.. : 

TheSPEAKER. The question must be put 
in the form, ‘Shall the House concur in the 
amendment?’ __ 

I desire to move that the 
House concur in the amendment, with the 
exception of the first section. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the House 
will permit me, I will make a brief statement. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the 
floor, and is entitled to proceed. 

Mr. PAINE. Irise to a point oforder. It 
is that a motion to concur in an amendment 
must take precedence. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that : 
e; 
question is always put, ‘‘Shall the House con- | 


the motion to non-concur is never put. 


cur?” The gentleman from Ohio may indicate 
to the House his reasons for desiring non-con- 
currence, but the Chair can only put the ques- 
tion of concurrente. © >. 

Mr. PAINE. I move to concur in the 
amendment, with the exception of the first 
section. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Paine]. did not have the floor to 
make that motion. The gentleman in charge 
of the bill, as representing the Committee on 
the Census, was on the floor. And the Chair 


. 


| can only put the motion in the way in which 
| that gentleman desires. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will say a 
. word, and then yield to the gentleman to make 
‘any motion he desires. I simply wish to say 
. that we are now so near the Ist of May, at 
which time we must be sending out the blanks, 
in order that they may reach their points of 
_ destination, that the taking of the census may 
begin according to law on the Ist of June, that 
there ought to be no further delay if it can 
possibly be avoided. 1 feel that the only safe 
course in regard to this matter is to non-concur 
in the amendment of the Senate. They may 
ask a committee of conference if they choose, 
and let all the suggestions that anybody has to 
offer be laid before that committee of confer- 
ence, and then in the report, which may be 
' made very soon, the whole matter may be 
brought up. I hope that will be done and that 
the motion to concur will be voted down. 

Mr. PAINE. I move that the House con- 
cur in the amendment of the Senate, with an 
. amendment to strike out the first section. I 
agreed with the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
: GARFIELD, ] as he will bear me witness, on the 
main features of the bill which was reported 
by the Census Committee and carried through 
this House. I approved that measure most 

i heartily, and gave it my most cordial support. 
But I am entirely satistied, from the proceed- 
ings of the Senate upon that bill, that it is 
| utterly idle to hope that that measure will 
i receive the support of the Senate during the 
|, present session of Congress. It is manifest, 
| from what has already occurred, that the Sen- 
ate are resolved upon passing no,such bill, but 
|| upon making some few additions to the law 
i now in force, which are provided for in this 
| amendment. I have, therefore, abandoned 
all hope that any such bill as my friend and I 
' should be glad to see passed will become a 
law at this session. I am unwilling, then, that 
being so, to intrust this bill to a committee of 
_ conference. I do not know what the conclu- 
' sions of that committee might be. I have been 
compelled too often to vote in this House upon 
questions presented by conference committees 
when I have had no opportunity for examina- 
tion. 

Now, I do know what is in this bill. The 
Senate have ‘carefully considered and passed 
it, and if the first section, which seems to me 
to be a most improper: provision for taking 
statistics in regard to soldiers of the last war, 
shall be stricken out, I am willing to take it 
as a slight improvement upon the existing law, 
and to allow the next census to be taken 
under it. Iam free, at the same time, to say 
that if I had the remotest hope that the plan 
which the gentleman from Ohio presented to 
the House and so urgently advocated -here 
could receive the vote of the Senate, I would 

hot object to his proposition to non-concur 
| and reter the matter to a committee of confer- 
‘ence; but believing, as I do, that we must 
| either vote for this or incur the danger of 
' being compelled to vote for something worse 
| as the result of a conference committee, I ask 
| the House to concur in the amendment of the 
| 
l 


i Senate, with an amendment striking out the 
first section. l 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I would not say 
a word in reply to the remarks of my friend 
. from Wisconsin [Mr. Parxe] if he were not 
manifestly under a misapprehension as to the 
| purpose of my motion. I, too, like him, have 
: very regretfully been compelled long before 
: this to abandon all hope of securing the pas- 
: sage of the bill which the House passed early 
i; in the session andsent to the Senate. But since 
| that time—and the gentleman does not seem to 
= have observed it—on the 22d day of March, the 
|! House sent a short bill of six sections to the 
| Senate, abandoning their original plan alto- 
i gether, and merely remedying’ some of the 
| imperfections of the present law, without any 
ii purpose of getting a new system adopted. For 


1870. 


instance, we proposed to do away with one of 
the three copies required by the present law, 
effecting a saving, as has been shown at the | 
Interior Department, of $125,000 of expense. | 


Now, that has been stricken out by the amend- | 


| 


ment of the Senate—that matter of clear sav- 


ing. There is no more use of two copies in 
addition to the original than there is of a fifth 
wheel to a coach. We do not want that done. 
I do not intend to try, nobody proposes to try 
to have adopted the plan agreed upon in the , 
beginning by the House. But what we do want 
is that that shall be done which I have stated, 
and also that another section shall be retained 
empowering the Secretary of the Interior to _ 
make certain changes in the schedule required 
by the new feature of the Constitution in rela- 
tion to suffrage. That, we think, should be 


up. I will now offer it for him, with the under- 
standing that the Committee on Reconstruc- 
tion, whatever may be their opinions on the 
subject, will report the amendment back for 
action in the House. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 


ment to which I would call the attention of 


the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Burt- : 


LER.} ‘The gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Brve- 
HAM] is now absent from his seat. Before he 


_ left he told me that he wished me to state to 


, day, that it was the understanding on his part, |; 


the House, if this subject should come up to- 


had, I think, with the gentleman from Massa- 


` chusetts himself, that the motion to refer should 


` not be disposed of until to-morrow, when he || 


Oh, no; 


retained in the bill, and I do not despair of 


securing it. 
There is another thing which we think should ‘ 
be left in the bill: the power in the Secretary | 
of the Interior to make an increase of compen- | 
sation to the extent of twenty-five per cent. 
whenever in his judgment the remuneration | 
allowed is not sufficient. 
by the Senate, except in regard to the Terri- | 
tories. This may be a minor matter, but we 
think it is an important one. I have upon my 
desk here a communication from the marshal 
of the southern district of Ohio, in which he 
says that under the law as it now stands the 
assistant marshals will receive but little more 
than two dollars per day; and that it is abso- 
lutely necessary thatsome slight increase should 
be made in order to secure the proper taking 


That is thrown out || 


of this eensas. 


Mr. PAINE. My friend from Ohio [Mr. | 


GARFIELD] having disclaimed any purpose in 


forward for action again the former bill of the | 
House in substance, and which I supposed to | 
be his purpose, I will withdraw the motion I 


made. | 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I now ask that | 
the House non-concur in the amendment of | 


li 

the Senate. í 
| 
|] 


taken upon concurring. 


could be here. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


` only thathisamendmentshouldalso be referred. 


Mr. CESSNA. I ask leave to offer a sub- 


stitute for the Senate amendment, and have it | 


referred and printed with the other. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. IT also ask leave to offer 
a substitute, to be printed and referred. 

Mr. LOGAN. f ak that the substitute I 
have offered on behalf of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Biyenan] be now read. 

Mr. BECK. Will it be too late to raise any 
point of order after it is read? 

The SPEAKER. It will not. 

Mr. PAINE. In order to avoid all misunder- 
standing I would remind my friend from Iili- 
nois [Mr. Loca] that although the chairman 
of the Committee on Reconstruction may now 
consent to report back that amendment for the 
action of the House, perhaps the committee 
may disagree with him, and it might not be in 


1 i l : his power to do so. 
making the motion to non-concur in the amend: | 
ment of the Senate of undertaking to bring | 


The question was then taken upon concur- | 


ring in the amendment of the Senate; and it 

was not agreed to. i 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 

sider the vote by which the House refused to 

concur; and also moved that the motion to 

reconsider be laid on the table. > 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that 
the House request a committee of conference 


upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses |; 


upon this bill, 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPRESENTATION OF GEORGIA. 


The next business npon the Speaker's table 
was the amendment of the Senate to House 
bill No. 1335, to admit the State of Georgia 
to representation in the Congress of the United 
States. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 
that the amendment of the Senate be referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction. I wish 
to say that I have seen the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Brxena, | who is interested in this 
subject, and I told him that any amendment | 
which he chose to send to that committee would 
be, so far as I have anything to do with it, | 
reported back for the action of the House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would suggest to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to move that 
the Senate amendment be printed. ! 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainiy ; 
I include that in my motion. 

Mr. LOGAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Brana] is not now in hisseat. Heand 
Ī compared opinions upon this subject, and 
drew up an amendment which he intended to 
offer if he were here when the subject came 


Mr. COX. I hope this matter will be post- 
oned until the gentleman from Okio [Mr. 
Birana can be in his seat. 
Mr. BECK. [I rise to make a parliamentary 
inquiry. If these amendments in the nature 
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of substitutes are now presented, will they not | 


cut off such amendments or substitate as the 
committee or a minority of thé committee, on 


| iderati desire t t? 
The SPEAKER. The question will be | ° Mr. BUTLER. of Massachuset 


- Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. By no 
means. ; ; 
The SPEAKER. The House may refer to 


: the committee as many substitatesas it chooses, ` 
yet the ‘committee will report back the bill in | 


such form as they deem best, with or without |, 
| and my argument yesterday. 


amendments ; and when the bill is reported the 


parliamentary privilege of amendment will be | 
as widely open as though no substitute had ji 


been offered. 
Mr. BECK. Then I withdraw my objec- 
tion. 


Mr. LOGAN. On behalf of the gentleman 
| from Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] I offer, to be 


rinted and referred to the committee, the fol:. 
owing amendment» 


Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill, 


| and insert in lieu thereof the following: 


That an election shall be held in said State of 
Georgia in 1870 for members of the General Assembly 
of said State provided for in the constitution of said 
State, adopted by its convention on the 11th day of 
March, 1868, at which election all persons who by 


` said constitution are electors shall be ontitled to 


‘ote. ; 
‘i Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the State of 
Georgia is hereby déclared entitled to representation 
in Congress. =: , : : 
I desire to state that I offer this substitute 
for the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Bincaan, } 
who is absent.‘ He and I agreed on this prop- 


osition, and he was to offer it; but in his ab- | 


sence I offer itforhim. - 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection 
the bill, together with the substitutes pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
Logan,] the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


[Mr. Cesswa,] and the gentleman from Illi- | 


nois [Mr. Incersoit] will be referred to the 
Committee on Reconstruction, and the amend- 
ments will be printed in connection with the 
bill. 


There being no objection, it was so ordered. l; Mr. St. Martin was elected legally, 


| stances rendered it proper and justifiable. 
: did then believe, I do now believe, that the gen- 
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Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill and the 
several amendments were referred to the select 
Committee on Reconstruction ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


! table. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to make astate- || 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. COX. I wish to ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts at what time it is proposed to 


- bring this matter before the House ? 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
present. i 

Mr. COX. Not untilnext week, I suppose ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Not until 


Not at 


| next week. 


Mr. COX. All right. 
LOUISIANA ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. KERR. I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege and offer the following resolution : 
Resolved, That tho Speaker of the House be directed 


| to inform the Governor of the State of Louisiana 


that there is a vacancy in the representation from 
that State in the first congressional district thereof. 


Mr. CESSNA. Irise, not for the purpose 
of objecting to the gentleman’s resolution, but 
to suggest that possibly there may be some 
other cases in the same category in a few days, 
and pethaps we might as well dispose of them 
all at once. 

Mr. KERR. I desire to be heard for a few 
moments before calling the previous question 
upon this resolution. In the course of my 
argument yesterday in the case of Sypher vs. 
St. Martin I said to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Myxrs,] in answer to an inter- 
rogat8ry of his, that if he had listened to my 
argument in that case he would not have been at 
any loss to know how I would answer the ques- 
tion which he addressed to me. ` He seems to 
have taken offense at that answer. It is scarcely 
necessary for me to say that I made that answer 
in good faith, and that I thought the ae 


tleman had given no attention to the argument 
which Iwas then making. If he had given 


- attention to what I had said I am sure he would 


` not have asked the question he did. 


If he had 
not given attention then I am sure my answer 
was not uncalled for. Thegentleman thought 
to-day that he could make a point—to me it 
seemed an extremely small point—by suggest- 
ing that there is some inconsistency between 
my vote on the disposition of the case to-day 
I may concede, 
Mr. Speaker, that in the result which was at- 
tained to-day there is an apparentinconsistency 
between those two positions; but I beg leave 
to invite the attention of the House for a mo- 
ment to a few facts. 

It will not be forgotten that when this case 
came on this morning for final disposition, and 
the House had adopted the first resolution, by 


| which it was resolved by the House that John 
| H. Sypher was elected as a Representative 


in this House from the first congressional: dis- 


i trict of Louisiana, it had thus been solemnly 
determined by the House that Mr. Louis St. 
| Martin bad not been elected, my arguments to 
| the contrary notwithstanding. 
: about to suffer Mr. Sypher to approach the bar 
ii of the House to take the oath of office. Then 


The House was 


there arose a possibility, by combination of 
gentlemen on this side of the House and gen- 
tlemen on the other side who desired to do 
-justice and to prevent a great wrong being per- 
petrated by the House, of preventing the sest- 
ing of Mr. Sypher as a Representative from 
that district. {desired most earnestly to ac- 
complish that result, I considered it my imper- 
ative duty to do so if possible by any honorable 


| means. I knew he had not been elected and 


was not entitled to the seat. — 

Now, coming back to my argument, Mr. 
Speaker, I beg to say that I reaffirm to-day 
every word I uttered yesterday. I reaffirm it 
with as much sincerity and depth and earnest- 
ness of conviction as I did on yesterday, that 
regularly, 
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and in entire accordance with the laws of | category in which the gentleman from Tennes- 


| 


Louisiana, and he ought to have been admitted 
to his seat. But the case was presented to the 
House so that it was impossible to admit him. 
There was also presented an emergency by 


which two great wrongs were likely to result: | 
first, the denial of the seat to him, and sec- : 
ondly, the giving of the seat to another gentle- - 


man who was not elected. Idesired to avoid, 
if not both wrongs, at least one of them, and 
therefore I was willing to coUjperate with the 
fair-minded gentlemen on the other side of the 
House. I do not mean to say that those who 


| this, that I know of what I speak and the gen- | 
'| not from the body of the Republican party in 


see has placed himself. 
Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman’s views 


‘ and mine coincide precisely. He is of opinion 


that it was a valid election and so am I; only 
he was willing for partisan purposes to put 
himself on record the other way and I was not. 

Mr. KERR. The difference between us is 


tleman from Tennessee does not. I have been 
in Louisiana. I investigated the whole case. 
I listened to the testimony of all these wit- 


_ nesses, and I examined all the testimony since 


voted toadmit Mr. Sypher were not fair-minded; | 


but I say that I was willing to combine with the 
gentlemen on the other side of the House who 
agreed with me in the conviction, based on the 
evidence and law in this case, that Mr. Sypher 
ought not to be admitted to a seat, and to that 
end I was willing to vote for the resolution 
declaring the seat to be vacant. | 

In addition to these facts, Mr. Speaker, it is 
not improper for me to remark that the Com- 
mittee of Elections at an early period of this 
session had prejudged the question of eligibility 
against Mr. St. Martin to occupy this seat. 
The committee reported to the House, and the 
House made no additional order in pursuance 
of which that question could be reconsidered 
by the committee. Thus it followed if the 
House had decided that Mr. Sypher was not 
entitled to the seat, it would not have been 

ossible, without further legislation, to admit 
Mir. St. Martin; and it was in.the power of the 
majority to deny to him rehabilitation by re- 
moving his political disabilities under the four- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. BECK. One third would have had the 
power to deny it to him. 

Mr. KERR. Yes, sir, one third of the House. 
I submit to all candid gentlemen that the con- 


it was printed. And I submit to the House and 
the country that my opinion and my judgment, 


even if I be ranked as a partisan, are worthin : 


this case much more than those of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, who knows nothing about 
it, and talks only from a partisan stand-point. 

Mr. BECK. Willthe gentleman yield to me 
for a question ? 

Mr. KERR. Certainly. 

Mr. BECK. I wish to ask the gentleman is 
not this true: that even if the election was legal, 
the main proposition in the resolution is also 
truc, that Mr. St. Martin was not able to take 
his seat because of disabilities ? 

Mr. KERR. Certainly; and I so stated. 

Mr. COX. With the permission of my friend 
from Indiana, I beg leave to address a few words 
to the House. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I should 
like an opportunity to make a brief statement 
in this connection. Iam sure it will not be 
offensive to anybody. 

Mr. COX. Iam on the floor by thecourtesy 


of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Kerr,] . 


and will yield it in a few moments, and then 
the gentleman from Massachusetts may obtain 
it with the permission of the gentleman from 


Indiana. . 


duct of gentlemen on this side of the House, | 


and especially my own, with all my convictions 
on the subject, is not only free from the re- 
proach of inconsistency, but it is in the highest 
sense of the term eminently proper, entirely 
justified, if not made absolutely necessary by 
the facts by which we were surrounded. Out 
of these facts and upon these facts the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Myers] has un- 
dertaken to make his smail point, his small 
political quibble. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman from _ 


Indiana tell the House what is his opinion now 
as to whether there was or was not a valid 


election in the first congressional district of _ 


the State of Louisiana? 


Mr. KERR. My opinion is precisely the ` 


game that it was yesterday. It was only as 
the choice of evils as between these two altern- 
atives presented to us by gentlemen on the 
other side of the House that I did what I did, 
and gentlemen on this side of the House did 
what they did. 
no opinion to change. 
House, even by the result of this case, has per- 
petrated a very great wrong on the people of 
the first congressional district of Louisiana by 


I have nothing to take back; ; 


denying a seat to Mr. St. Martin, their repre- | 
sentative, who was elected by a triumphant | 
majority of 12,237 of the legal electors whose | 
votes were legally cast, and that outrage stands | 


as a great blot on the record and history of | 
© working along to that 


the majority of this House. I have nothing to 
take back upon that. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I am gratified to hear | 


the gentleman say so, because I stand on the 


record as having voted against this proposi- ; 


tion. I believe it is false, and the statement 


of my friend from Indiana confirms me in that |: 


belief. 


Mr. KERR. I have no doubt the gentle- | 


man may entertain that opinion. There are 
' gome minds in this country. particularly in this 
period of this country’s history, which are 
utterly incompetent fairly, frankly, and judi- 
cially to decide and determine any question 
or case which is in any way connected with 
partisan politics. And that, I am afraid, is the 


. 


I beg to say, in reference to this seeming 
inconsistency of the votes on this side of the 
House, that ‘I never knew in my experience 
here a case in which there was a more consci- 
entious desire to do what was perfectly right 
on the part of this side of the House, and on 
the part of gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, than there was in this very instance. 
I had occasion, while this discussion was going 


on, having examined the case somewhat mi- -| 


nutely, to draw up what 1 called to-day a pro- 
test against what | conceived to be the outrage 
of admitting this party to a seat in the House. 


: That protest may seem to be inconsistent with 


' earnest protest 


I say now that the ad 


my subsequent vote. 
by fifty members of the House, and ready for 
presentation, we said: 

“The undersigned, members of the Forty-First 
Congress, respectfully ask to enter their solemn and 

rotes against the admission of J. H. Sypher 

toa seat inthis T t 
iana. In their judgment this admission is an out- 
rage upon the rights of the electors of that district, 
who elected hiz competitor, | 
and ausurpation by this Congress, which has in effect 
ded to its own number by the admission of a 
person” — 


Mr. CESSNA. Irise to a question of order. 
I submit thåt the gentleman’s remarks are not 
in order on tbe motion now pending, which 
is to inform the Governor of i 
there is a vacancy in the representation of the 
first congressional district of Louisiana. 
Mr. COX. I am coming to that. I am 
cons and will reach 
it by and by if the gentleman will only allow 


me. 
Mr. CESSNA. I insist on my point of 
order. 
Mr. SPEAKER. It is one of the most dif- 
ficult things in the world to define the latitude 


of debate. ; 
Mr. COX. If the gentleman will allow me 


shall inform the Governor of Louisiana of the 


| vacancy. Now it is with regard to this matter 


of the creation of a vacancy that the consist- 
ency of our votes has been called in ques- 
tion. -And I wish to send to Louisiana, not 


In that protest, signed » 


ouse from the first district of Louis- . 


on. Louis St. Martin, | 


only the proposition which had been affirmed 
by the House, but whatever of moral force 
there may be in our votes in connection with it. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Where does 
the ‘‘ moral force’? come from? 

Mr. COX. The ‘moral force” will come 
from gentlemen on the other side of the House, 
like the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. GARFIELD, | 
and some others who voted with this side, and 


” 


this House, who were willing, as this protest 
saya, to bring into a seat in this House— 

“A person who was legally and overwhelmingly 
defeated by a majority of 12,237 voters out of 19,209 
votes cast at tho election,” 

Now, the gentleman will see the pertinency 
i of my remarks. ([Laughter.] But I wish to 
' say that gentlemen upon the other side of the 

House, Kepublican gentlemen, and Repub- 
licans of respectability, too, came over here 
and begged us to stand by them in this matter 
of declaring this election invalid. And we had 
the pluck, the nerve, and the honor to stand by 
those gentlemen because they had been defiant 
and courageous in standing by what was right 
in reference to this case. And we are not 
reluctant to tell it anywhere. We have done 
our duty in this matter and the House has 
responded to our views. 

I have only one thing more to add as to an 
apology to the Speaker for the remark I made 
to-day when the Speaker said I was trifling with 
the House in trying to get my friend from In- 
diana [Mr. Kerr] on the floor. I will apol- 
ogize to the Speaker for my remark as soon as 
he apologizes to me for his, [Laughter.] 

Mr. KERR. I now yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Myers.) 

Mr. MYERS. Mr. Speaker, I have only a 
few words to say by way of reply to the gentle- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. Kerr.] I had no idea 
when I made my remarks to-day, which were 
uttered I thought in exceedingly good temper, 
that they would sink so deep. 

Mr. KERR. Not at all. 

Mr. MYERS. Ifthe point I made was a smali 
one, it appears to have struck very sharply. 


. The gentleman has been sitting here all the time 
i gince conjuring up what he should say upon 


this matter. Now, let me say to him that with 
all his skill, with his judicial mind, with his 
; manner; Atlas-like, of bearing the world upon 
: his shoulders—— 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I rise to a question of 
orders. : 
Mr. KERR. I hope the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will not be interrupted. 
Mr. MYERS. I am confining myself to—— 
Mr. ELDRIDGE.. I know the. gentleman 
is confining himself. That is what I object to. 
Mr. MYERS. I want to confine you now. 
Mr. LOGAN. Irise to a question of order. 
Mr. MYERS. Allow me one moment. 
Mr. LOGAN. I desire to state it. It is that 
the Honse cannot extend its time of business to 
: undertake a thing that cannot be done. It is 


i an utter impossibility for any set of politicians 


ouisiana that | 


1 
i 
i 


‘ 


| 


i 
i 
t 
‘ 
| 


| 


` on earth to make their records consistent, and 
: they have no business to try it. [Laughter. ] 
Mr. MYERS. That is what I have been 
_ trying to prove in reference to the gentleman 
from Indiana. I wish-to say this, that the skillful 
i gentleman from Indiana omitted in his refer- 


|; ence to the Globe the latter part of what was 


| said yesterday. I said to him yesterday, when 
| he answered me rather curtly, and I suppose 
! he thought rather smartly, that I desired to 
` have his views on the question, but that I did 
| not necessarily take his statements, but must 
| be governed by the evidence. And I said to 
‘him very properly to-day that my judgment 


| of yesterday was good because those who took 


| I will state that I am really speaking directly | him at his statement of yesterday found. him 
to the proposition before the House, that we | voting the other way to-day. 


I am sorry this 
| has troubled the gentleman so much. When 
| questions come up here for consideration and 
| discussion I rely upon the facts and the law. 
| One further remark. A great deal has been 


| said here about partisanship. I mentioned 


1870. 


to-day what my record has been upon contested- 
election cases before this House. But I do 
not recollect—and I am willing to be corrected 


if I am wrong—a single instance where a Dem- ;' 


ocratic member upon this floor voted directly 
against a Democrat ina contested-election case. 

Mr. WOODWARD. The gentleman says 
that in election cases he always goes upon the 
law and the evidence. 

Mr. MYERS. I do, or try to do so. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I would like to ask 
the gentleman if he tried to do so when he 
turned John Moffat out of this House? 

Mr. MYERS. Yes, sir; I not only tried to 
do so, but I succeeded in doing so. 1 suppose 
that galled the gentleman, too. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Allow me to say—— 

Mr. MYERS. Ina moment. 

Mr. WOODWARD. The gentlemau had 
better take the whole question at the same 
time. 

Mr. MYERS. I prefer not to yield now. 

Mr. WOODWAR 
desire to say, which is that if there had been 
the slightest regard to the law and the evidence 
in that case the gentleman would not be here 


to-day. 

Mr. MYERS. I have listened to my col- 
league, [Mr. Woopwarp, ] and I see what it is 
that sinks deep into his soul. I know exactl 
how he has voted on all these questions. 
know he never voted against a Democratie 
claimant ofa seat on this floor in any contested- 
election ease. I was elected by over seventy ma- 


‘ 
i 
i 


| opinion of the distinguished 
Let me finish what I, 


jority of single votes; the Committee of Elec- - 


tions so reported. The House acted on this 
evidence, and the people of my district at the 
succeeding election sanctioned them by more 
than one thousand majority. The attempt made 
to contradict that report and evidence having 
failed seems still to burn in my colleague’s 
breast. And although some Democrats re- 
mained away rather than vote against the strong 
testimony in my favor, the gentleman cannot 
get over it. He is there upon the record vot- 
ing to sustain the claim of a man—— 
Mr. WOODWARD. Who was elected. 


to say that Sarig the last eight or ten years | 
they have not had many opportunities to vote | 
in such cases except to sustain minority re- 


orts of the Committee of Elections, and that 


` in the judgment of many gentlemen upon the 
other side of the House they have nearly » 


always been right. Even the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Myers,] who now says . 
that he voted against the admission of Mr. 
Washburn, of my State, and of Mr. Delano, 
of Ohio, to seats upon this floor, thereby im- 
aches the jaue fairness and integrity and 
onesty of his own political friends in this 
House who voted for their admission. He 
was right then and they were wrong. It gives 
me pleasure to say to the gentleman that he 
was right in those two cases, however wrong 
he undoubtedly was in many other cases. As 
to the motives which generally control the | 
decision of contested: elections by the majority 
in this House, I refer the gentleman to the 
entleman from 
assachusetts [Mr. Dawes] lately chairman 
of the Committee on Elections. I want also 
to say that I have both reported and voted 


| 


THR CONGRESSIONAL POBE. 
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WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. SCOFIELD obtained leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House the papers of R. C. 
Erwin for reference to the Committee on Naval 


ffairs. 

Mr. STOKES obtained leave to withdraw 
papiri in the case of Mrs. Eliza M. Scantland, 
of Tennessee. 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS. 


The SPEAKER announced the following 
appointments on committees: 

Committee on the Pacific Railroad—Law- 
RENCE S. TRIMBLE, of Kentucky, in place of 
PHILADELPH VAN TRuMP, who declines further 
service. _ 

Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads—PuitapeLpu Van Trump, of Ohio, in 
place of Lawrence S. TRIMBLE, who declines 


: further service. 


: about Dominica. 


against the admission of Democratic claimants : 


to seats here. 


: ; , _; read. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I rise to another point | Mr, ELDRIDGE. If the gentteman will say 


of order. ‘ith fe to Dominica I will with 
` The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state ee eens ecm oe ansege 


. his point of order. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. My point is that this 
debate is not in order on the resolution now 
before the House. 


insisted upon the Chair must sustain it. 
Chair has been indulgent in not ruling this dis- 
cussion out of order, desiring, so far as a per- 
sonal explanation was concerned, to give the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kenr] every 
Jatitude for that purpose; but the gentleman 
must himself see that the discussion is gomg 


. far beyond all proper limits of debate upon the 


resolution now before the House. 
Mr. KERR. [ would like to yield for a few 


; moments to one or two gentlemen. 


Mr. MYERS. Who came here by fraud, | 


and had added in his return a large number 


of votes that were shown to be illegal and | 
spurious, and the gentleman could not contra- | 


dict it upon this floor. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Has not this debate 
gone far enough? I make that point of order. 


Mr. MYERS. Mr. Speaker, havingdisposed | trict of that State. 


of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. | 


Me Kae] 
[Mr. KERR, 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. BurLeR.] 

Mr. KERR. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
He has not the floor to yield. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Kerr] is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. What has become of |. 


my point of order? 


The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from | 


Mlinois (Mr. INGERsoLL] insists upon his point 


of order the Chair will be compelled to sus- | 


tain it. 

Mr. KERR. 
press it now. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Iwill wait a little. 

Mr. KERR. I desire but a few moments 
longer. I wish to say in reply to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr, Myers,} who 
seems to be a great deal more hurt than I am, 
that the point which he undertakes to mag- 
nify so much was in my judgment so light that 


I hope the gentleman will not 


it has never come down or sunk anywhere. | 


It is entirely unsubstantial in every one of its 
characteristics and features, but is precisely in 
keeping with the points generally made by that 
gentleman on this floor. He is full of such 
oints, and evidently has the impression that 
e sometimes makes them very smartly, so that 
they will hurt somebody a great deal. 
In reference to what he has said of the con- 
duct of Democrats in this House, and their 
votes upon contested-election cases, I desire 


and the gentleman from Indiana, `' 
I will now yield to my friend | 


, the point. 
`. Mr. KERR. Then I demand the previous |, 
` question. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I wish to be heard on ' 


,, the House. 


| question there were—ayes 53, noes 52; no. 


The SPEAKER. If the gentleman yields 


it will be the duty of the Chair, should the geni- | 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. INGERSOLL] insist on ' 


his point of order, to confine remarks strictly 
to the pending resolution, which directs the 
Speaker of the House to notify the Governor 
of Louisiana that there is a vacancy in the | 
representation from the first congressional dis- ' 


Mr. KERR. The gentleman from Hlinois 
may be willing to waive his point of order in 
behalf of some other gentleman. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I shall not withdraw | 


The SPEAKER. 


l 
‘this resolution. I claim the right to be heard | 
; as a member of the Committee of Elections. |! 
It is a question for the '! 


House to determine. ij 


Mr. STEVENSON. I make my appeal 


not be sustained. 


to | 
I hope the previous question will | 
i 


On seconding the demand for the previous | 


quorum voting. . ; 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Kerr and | 
Mr. STEVENSON were appointed. 
Mr. SARGENT. I move that the House 
now adjourn. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. McKENZIE obtained leave of absence | 
for three days. 
Mr. BOOKER obtained leave of absence | 
for two days. | 
Mr. CLARK, of Texas, obtained leave of | 


absence for two days. 


Mr. PLATT obtained leave of absence for | 


five days. | 
Mr. BUER obtained indefinite leave of ab- | 
sence, on account of sickness in his family. 


ANNEXATION OF DOMINICA. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I ask 
unanimous consent to offer a resolution. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I object. I think it is 
(Laughter. } 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Hear it 


the objection. 
_ The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 


title. : 
The Clerk read as follows: 


! Joint resolution to annex the Republic of Domin- 
The SPEAKER. If the point of order is ica P 


The ` 


[Laughter. ] 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I object. 


ST. JAMES AND LITTLE ROCK RAILROAD. 
Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, by unani- 


` mous consent, reported from the Committee 


on the Public Lands a bill (H. R. No. 1830) 
granting lands to aid in the construction of the 
St. James and Little Rock railroad; which was 
read a first and second time, recommitted, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was recommitted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. Sarcent that the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at five o’clock and five minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. ; 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
ander the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. LOGAN: The petition of George 

. Gunn, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of B. P. McDaniel, for 
repayment of money expended in defending 
himself when tried by court-martial. 

Also, a petition of the Masons of Delevan, 
Illinois, asking the protection of American 
citizens in Cuba. 

Also, a petition of Masons of Flora, Illinois, 
praying for protection of Masons in Cuba. 

Also, a petition of Masons of Chicago, 
Illinois, asking for the same. 

Also, a petition of Masons, of Springfield, 
Illinois, asking for the same. 

Also, a petition of Minonk Lodge of Masons, 
praying for the same. l 

Also, a petition of Masons of Jerseyville, 
Illinois, in behalf of the protection of citizens 
and Masons in Cuba. 

Also, petitions of Masons of Nauvoo, Tli- 


| nois, of Chester Lodge of Masons, and 


o 
Washburn Lodge of Masons, Illinois, for the 
same fuepose: 

By Mr. PROSSER: The petition of Clay 
Carter, (coiored,) setting forth the loss of both 
legs from frost in the service of the United 


:| States, and asking a pension. 
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By Mr. SCHENCK: A petition of 98 clerks 
and employés of the Sixth Auditor's office, 
praying that the tax on salaries be continue 
no longer than that on incomes. 


IN SENATE. `. 4 
Tuerspay, April 21, 1870. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- ‘| 
man, D. D. i 
The Journal of yesterday was read and | 
approved. oH 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. POOL presented the petition of Charles 
Latham, Plymouth, North Carolina; of R. M. | 
Allison, Concord, North Carolina; of W. W. 
Peebles, Northampton county, North Caro- | 
lina; of Thomas Cochrane, jr., Chowan county, 
North Carolina; of S Hood, Johnston 
county, North Carolina; and of C. W. Murray, 
Duplin county, North Carolina, praying the 
removal of their political disabilities; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petition of B. Ran- 
sum, of North Carolina, in behalf of Bartlett ., 
Jones, jr., and John A. Pledgen, of that State, ` 
praying the removal of their political disabili- 
ties; which was referred to the select Commit- 
tee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of 
S. W. Cockrell, of Greene county, Alabama, : 
praying the removal of his political disabilities; © 
which was referred to the select Committee on | 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. ABBOTT presented the petitions of A. © 
C. McIntosh, Taylerville, Alexander county, || 
North Carolina, and of A. B. Jones, Asheville, : 
North Carolina, praying the removal of their | 
political disabilities; which were referred to 
the select Committee on the Removal of Polit- 
ical Disabilities. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, presented a 

tition of Foster Henshaw and others,of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia, representing that 
there is no legal grade established on Virginia | 
avenue and Third street east and praying Con: | 
gress to enact a law authorizing the grading of 
that part of the avenue; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petitions of 
Caroline Payne and Lydia A. McLaughlin, of 
Delaware, praying arrears of pension; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. THURMAN presented thé petition of |; 
Jotn W. Price, of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying 
the removal of his political disabilities ; which : 
was referred to the select Committee on the | 
Removal of Political Disabilities. | 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 510) to simplify and reduce the | 
expense of taking testimony in establishing 
claims for bounties and pensions, reported 
adversely thereon, and moved its indefinite | 
postponement ; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ABBOTT, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition | 
of Oliver Powers, praying tobe allowed pay as 
a private in company K, tenth. regiment Ten- 
negsee cavalry, up to the day that the company | 
was discharged, reported a bill (S. No. 825) | 
for the relief of Oliver Powers; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading.. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Asa Porter, pray- || 

- ing to be allowed arrears of pay and bounty 
on account of service rendered. by his son, 
Elias K. Porter, of company B, first Missouri 
heavy artillery, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. STEWART. I am directed by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution of the Senate of the 8th of 
December last, requesting that committee to 
inquire if any States are denying to any class || 


of persons withiu their jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws, in violation of treaty 
obligations with foreign nations and af section 
one of the fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution, and if so what legislation is neces- 
sary to enforce such treaty obligations and 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on 


`. Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
` No. 671) to promote commerce and to cheapen 


the transportation of the mails and military 


—:! such amendment, to report it back, and there || 

| having been a bill reported on that subject by 
the committee, I move that the resolution be | 
: indefinitely postponed. 


and naval stores between Cincinnati and Cbat- : 


tanooga, reported it without amendment. 


Mr. KELLOGG, from the Committee on | 
: Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (II. 
R. No. 1766) in relation to the Iowa river in ; 
the State of Iowa, reported it without amend- . 


reported it with an amendment. 


He also,from the same committee, to whom | 


was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1718) for the ; 


relief of A. A. Vance, postmaster at Morris- 


ment. 


| town, New Jersey, reported it without amend- . 


He also, from the same committee, to whom |: 


was referred the joint resolution (H. R. 


ported it without amendment. 

Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. 
R. No: 16) for the relief of Benjamin Cooley 
and James W. Boswell, reported it with an 
amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Henry Newell,pray- 
ing that the Secretary of the Treasury may be 


authorized to issue to him duplicate United | 
States bonds in lieu of United States bonds | 


Nos. 37785, 37786, 87788, and 34954, lost at 
seain October 1866, submitted a report, accom- 
anied by a bill (S. No. 828) for the relief of 
enry Newell. 
The bill was read, and passed to a second 


| reading, and. the report was ordered to be 


printed. . 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
wasreferred the petition of Benjamin D. Roper, 
of Charleston, South Carolina, praying for re- 
muneration for property destroyed by order of 
Colonel Beecher, 
spring of 1865, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration ; which was agreed to. ~ 


BILLS INTRODUCED... 


826) to amend an act to provide internal reve- 
nue to support the Government, pay interest 
on the public debt, and for other purposes, ap- 
proved June 30, 1864, as subsequently amended; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. THAYER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 827) to provide for the collection of debts 
due the United States from certain southern 
railroad corporations; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on. Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce.a joint resolution 
(S. R. No. 178) relative to the suits of the 
United States against certain southern railroad 


corporations; which was read twice by its | 
title, referred to the Committee on Military | 


Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, asked, and by 
unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 829) in relation to fraudu- 


lent trade-marks upon foreign watches; which || 


nited States Army, in the | 


No. |: 
‘| 128) for the relief of George W. Keyes, re- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


l; the Committee on Commerce. 
l! tee on Post Offices and Post Roads has already 
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was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 

mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there are no 

Senate resolutions the morning business is ex- 

hausted, and the Senate resumes the consider- 


; ation of the resolution reporten by the Com- 


mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads, refer- 
ring the bill (S. No. 736) to authorize the 
establishment of ocean mail steamship service 
between the United States and Australia to 
The Commit- 


been discharged from the consideration of the 
bill, and the question now is on the resolution 
of that committee that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 


ment. ` will report the next resolution which has been 
i Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on 
! Post Offices and Post Roads, to whom was re- 
' ferred the bill (H. R.. No. 520) for the relief | 
| of L. F. Larkin, of Weldon, North Carolina, | 


laid over. 

‘The Secretary read the following resolution 
submitted by Mr. ANTHONY on the 19th in- 
stant, as modified by him: 

Ordered, That on Friday and Saturday next, imme- 
diately after the privileged morning business shall 
have been concluded, the Calendarshall be taken up 
for the consideration of general orders not objected 
to, and no other business shal! be in order. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
CHANGE OF RULE. 
The next resolution on the Calendar was the 


” resolution of Mr. WILLIAMS, providing that the 
| rule last adopted in regard to the order of busi- 
‘ ness should be so construed as not to apply to 


o the mornin 


‘ the subject. 
Mr. SCOTT asked, and by unanimous con- |; 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No.. 


hour. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that that resolu- 
tion be passed over. 
Mr. EDMUNDS and Mr. POMEROY.: Oh, 
no; let it lie on the table. 
- Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not want it laid on 
the table.. I move that it be passed over. 
The motion was agreed to. 


STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. COLE. I was not giving attention at 
the time the vote was taken upon the motion 
to refer to the Committee on Commerce the 
bill (S. No. 786). relating to steam service 
between the United States and Australia. I 
move to reconsider the vote by which that bill 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California moves to reconsider the vote. by 
which the bill in regard to a subsidy for a line 
of steamers between California and Australia 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


' The question is on the motion to reconsider. 


in 


Mr. COLE. I only wish a distinct vote on 
If I had heard it announced I 
should have asked for a division at the time. 
If it is the sense of the Senate that the bill shall 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
of course I must abide by it; but I should like 


to have the judgment of the Senate given 


| distinctly. 


Mr. NYE. What does the Senator wish to 


i have done with the bill? 


Mr. COLE. I want it to go back to the 


| Post Office Committee, or else to be placed on 


the Calandar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state, as he did yesterday, that if this motion 
to refer to the Committee on Commerce should 


| be voted down, the bill will be placed on the 
i Calendar.. 


Mr. POMEROY, But a vote of the Senate 
could recommit it to the Committee on Post 


' Offices and Post. Roads. - 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Certainly. 

Mr: COLE. I move the reconsideration for 
the purpose of getting the sense of the Senate. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I inquire if the 
bill has been considered by the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads? a 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was consid- 
ered by that committee, and reported back 
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with a resolution asking that that committee 
be discharged from the consideration of the 
bill, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. The Committee on Post Offices 


and Post Roads were discharged from the | 


| 


further consideration of the bill at that time, ` 


and then the morning hour expired and the 
remainder of the resolution proposing to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Commerce was 
laid over. 

Mr. POMEROY. I ought to state that while 
the bill was before the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, yet it was not considered with 
a view to determining its merits. It was con- 
sidered far enough to find out that it related 
more to commerce than to postages, and there- 
fore the committee thought it had better go to 
the Committee on Commerce, simply because 
there was little or no question of postage 
about it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The object of 
my inquiry was to ascertain thatfact. It seems 
to me that if this bill has been considered by 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
and if it has found that the subject-matter does 
not belong to it but does belong to another 
standing committee of the body, that of itself 
is a reason why the bill should go in this direc- 
tion. 

Then I wish to make another observation in 
this connection, and that is that the general 
subject of commerce and its condition at the 
present time demands the special attention of 
the various departments of the Government. 
The attention of the country has been arrested 
by the general condition of the commerce of 
the nation. Now, as you have the judgment 
of one of the standing committees of the Sen- 


to a question of commerce, and involves that 


` reached that ali of us so much desire. 


on Commerce, because it will relieve it from a 
vast amount of labor. Itis in the hands of 
the Senate. Of course, I have no suggestion 
to make. 

Mr. NYE. Mr. President, I am afraid that 
by the course pursued here the end will not be 
I think 
there is great force in what the Senator from 
Michigan suggests, that all these. bills should 
go to one committee and have one general 
consideration, and some general conclusion be 
arrived at. The fact is, however, that for the 
last two or three years questions of a kindred | 
character have been referred to and received | 
the attention of the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. They have teported upon 
several bills, and the Senate have acted upon 
those reports. I can see no impropriety in that 
committee continuing its labors on this subject} 
for my friend from Maine will see at once that 
there can be no great amount of commerce with - 
any country where there is not a great amount 
of correspondence. The one follows the other 
as naturally as can be. If you are going to | 
open commerce with a nation you must first 


' open correspondence with it, and through that ` 


question and relates to that particular interest, | 


I submit it is of the utmost importance that 


it should be considered in harmony and in 
connection with the general interest now prev- 


i ' be changed. 
ate that this particular bill relates essentially © 


correspondence the commerce is created and | 
brought into successful action. I therefore can 
see no impropriety in the suggestion that the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, who 


| have acted on so many of these propositions, | 
| should continue to act on them. Their reports, 
: I believe, have been quite satisfactory. Some 

of those reports are pending now. ‘Some of | 


aud I believe all over the country, we are in 
the habit of regarding that country not merely 
as a colony now, but we look forward to aday 
not far distant when it shall havea flourishing 
independent government of its own. There- 
fore I hope the importance of this subject will 
not be lost sight of, at least in the handing of 
it from one committee to another. In either 
| aspect it is worthy of consideration, in view of 
| its importance ; and J donot care much which 
' committee it goes to.. I judge the Committee 


| on Post Offices and Post Roads have come to 


the conclusion that it is some work to investi- 
gate it, and they had better send it to my not 
more but equally industrious friend from 
Michigan, who is acquainted, as my friend 
from Maine knows, with all manner of com- 
merce, from that on the Detroit river, which 
he once so graphically described, to ships that 
carry the flag ground the world. . 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will my hon- 
orable friend allow me to ask him a question? 
I understand the Senator has a preference for 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post 

- Roads—— 

Mr. NYE. The honorable Serator will 
allow me to say, only from the fact of their 
having had kindred subjects under consider- 
ation. A 

` Mr. MORRILL, of Maine.. Now, I ask my 
honorable friend, when that committee report 


l' to the Senate that this subject-matter does not 


belong to the class of subjects falling under 
, their, jurisdiction, whether that, in his judg- 


the bills are pending and on the Calendar that |: ment, is not absolutely conclusive on this point; 


why at this 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


_the committee have reported. I do not see | 
present moment the policy should |i 

, say this is a commercial question, whether 
The Senator | 


and when that committee recommend it shall 
go to the Committee on Commerce, and they 


‘he does not think that of itself is sufficient to 


from Nevada does not seem to understand that |. send it to that committee? 


the committee to whom this bill has been re- . 


. ferred reports to the Senate that this is not a 
this bill should go to that committee, and that : 


alent inthe country, and which the executive ` 


department has manifested in the communi- 
cation of the President to Congress, and also 
in connection with the recommendations of the 


Treasury Department. I should hope, there- | 


fore, that the friends of this bill would find that 


their true interests lie in the direction of the :; 


general subject and of the general interest which ' 


is everywhere manifested in the country now to 
do something for the languishing condition of 


ecommerce. Iam sure the friends of thisbill,if | 
they desire only to promote what the standing | 


committee of the Senate has indicated, to pro- 


motean interest which lies in this direction, will | 


find more auxiliaries and more support if the 
bill is allowed to take this direction than they 
can find if it is made a specialty, in which they 
undertake to make the simple question of post- 
age the prominent question. I hope, therefore, 
that the vote will not be reconsidered; that the 
bill will go to the Committee on Commerce; 


consideration, and will consider it in connec- 


promote this great interest. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, it is 
proper that all of these bills should go to some 
one committee. Ihave taken no part in the 
debate thus far, because the Committee on Com- 
merce of course is in the hands of this body, 
and it is its duty to investigate any subject that 
the body sees fit to refer toit. But I will state 
that there is a sub-committee of the two Com- 
mittees on Commerce of the House and the 


Senate, who are now holding two or three meet- | 


ings a week and endeavoring to make a very 
thorough investigation into what the commer- 
cial interests require at this day at our hands. 
If the Senate should see fit to send all these 
bills to the Committee on Commerce, that com- 
mittee of course will accept the trust and to 
the best of its ability perform the duty. Should 
it see fit to send them to any other committee 
it will perhaps be gratifying to the Committee 


| 


a 
if 

i 
HH 
‘ 
it 
i 
i 


2 i | regarded as anything more than the expression 
that that committee will be charged with its . i 


€ onsic and upon that opinion I desire to take issue 
tion with the genéral desire in the country to |! 


i tee on Commerce it is worthy of the consider- 


|| on my left, [Mr. Hauxin,] I think is a conclu- 


|| Course. 


i| neous conclusion, from the fact that there is 


ow,why again send to that committee sucha 


bill? Why send to the Committee on Post : 


Offices and Post Roads a bill the character of 
which is essentially commercial ? 

Mr. NYE. Ido not understand—— ; 

Mr. COLE. As a member of that com- ' 
mittee I must state that the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, as I understand. | 
it, have not reported that this is not a postage | 
question. i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Iunderstood my | 
colleague to say so, and I so understood the | 
report from that committee. Certainly it-was 
stated that this bill was essentially commercial 
in its character. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, and if my colleague 
will allow me, the Senate Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads reported it back solely 
on that ground, and no other. ak . 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. So I understood 
that they had determined that question. | i 

Mr. NYE. Ido not know that that can be 


of an opinion on the part of that committee, 


with them. I insist upon it that if the subject 
is worthy of the consideration of the Commit- | 


ation of the Committee on Post Offices and | 
Post Roads, from the fact that you can have 
no commerce with any people unless .a large 
correspondence ensues; and therefore the con- | 
clusion to which the committee came, as sug- 
gested by the honorable Senator from Maine 


sion which can hardly be justified by the fact; 
for, the one thing existing, the other followsof 


Now, sir, in regard to this proposed line, I 
think the Post Office Committee, if they have 
come to that conclusion, have cometo an erro- 


no portion now of the commerce of the Pacific 
that is more looked after and looked to than 
postal and commercial relations with that fast- 
growing colony of Australia. On our coast, | 


i 


postage bill, that it is a matter of commerce.: i 


. Senate. 


i upon that hypothesis. 
| 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I have 
i already said a great deal more on this sub- 
, ject than I purposed doing; but I desire the in- 

dulgence of the Senate again for a brief period, 
i I think the fact which my colleague states is, 
' or ought to be, conclusive in the action of the 
He has stated that the general sub- 
| ject of commerce will necessarily come befor 
` this body. for its action, and nobody will say 

that that is not a question which should appro- 
: priately and rightfully go to the Committee, on 
: Commerce. It will go there. Now, in the 

examination which the Committee on Post 

Offices and Post Roads made of this subject 
‘the whole point submitted to them for their 
| consideration was in what way or manner will 
| the establishment of this line aid and revive 


' the commerce of the country? That was the 


| way in, which it was presented to us; that was 
' the way it was discussed, and facta-were. pre- 
| sented to the committee to support the bill 
Now, taking that state- 

ment, which is a little elaboration of the one 
i made, by my colleague, and taking then the 


| statement which the chairman of the Commit- 


| tee on Commerce has made this morning, that 


|.they should all go to one committee, the Sen- 
| ator there certainly is right, and if this bill 


|! goes to the Committee on Commerce it is the 


: purpose of the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads to let the other kindred bills. go 
; there that are commercial; it seems to me, tak- 
| ing those two statements together, there can 
be no doubt, or there ought to be no doubt, 
where this bill should go. Let the Senate vote. 
| upon it and do what they please with it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It seems to 
me if the friends of this measure desire any 
| action upon it at all—and I can see that it is an 
| important measure—they should consent to let 
it.be referred to some committee, and not kill 
it by debating it. If it isreferred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads, by the 
statement of the Senator from Maine it is 
evidently to be based upon a mere fiction. If 
it is referred to the Committee on Commerce 
their report will be based upon some facts. 
Now, the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads have manifested a disposition to be rid 
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of thesabject. The chairman of the Committee 


on Commerce manifests a willingness to accept. 


of the subject. Why not let it go there? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen: | 


ator from California insist on his motion to 
reconsider? 

Mr. COLE. My object in moving a recon- 
sideration was for the purpose of obtaining the 
sense of the Senate, and that more because 
one member of the Committee on Commerce, 


when the matter of reference was first brought | 


up here, opposed the reference of the bill to 
the Committee on Commerce; and farther, I 
desired that the matter might be kept before 


the Senate, might not be referred toa commit- | 
tee and rest- there, as it would necessarily, for | 
of time. | 


investigation some considerable len 
A farther consideration was that such measures 
had uniformly been considered, not only in our 
own country but in other countries, England 


and France, by the postal department of the ` 


Government. 


I farther considered the fact in this light: : 
that although the great advantage from the || 
i closing, with the suggestion of the chairman 


establishment of this line was to be commer- 
cial, yet that depended absolutely upon mail 
communication, upon mail or postal facilities 
between our own country and Australia; and 
mail communication increases commerce as 


well as does commerce increase mail communi- | 
The i 


cation. They operate with each other. 
very term ‘‘commerce”’ indicates that. It is 
communication, business relations ; and the one 


is facilitated by the other—postal service by | 


commerce, and vice versa. 


I am not tenacious at all as to what commit- || 
tee this bill shall go to. If it is the sense of |! 
the Senate that it shall go to the Committee on |! 


Commerce I am perfectly willing that that 
course shall be taken. 
of the body manifested a disposition to have it 
retained in the hands of the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, were perhaps 
more tenacious about it than myself. Ineed 
not refer tothem individually. Being a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads, and they wishing to get rid of the busi- 
ness or turn it over to the Committee on Com- 
merce, I of course was willing that that should 
be done, if such was the sense of the Senate ; 
to acquiesce even in the wish of the committee 
upon that head if there was no special opposi- 
tion. Now that the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, with whom this subject has 
received some consideration, is willing to take 
charge of it, and speaks of course for his com- 


mittee, if they are willing to take charge of it | 


I am willing to withdraw my motion to recon- 
sider and let it go to that committee, all the 
while, though, entertaining a strong hope that 
this great subject may receive favorable con- 
sideration from that committee and from this 
body and from Congress. + 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from California withdraws his motion. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Before that motion is 
withdrawn I should like to say a word. 


Mr. COLE. I do not withdraw the motion 


at present. 

Mr. CASSERLY. This is a measure which 
concerns California directly, although it con- 
cerns ultimately the interests of the whole 
United States. I cannot allow the’ matter to 
be disposed of as it is about to be disposed 
of, by a reference of the bill to the Committee 


on Commerce, without troubling the Senate | 


with some remarks upon what seems to me 
the inexplicable action of the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, and I shall speak 
of but a single feature of that action. 

That committee had before it three bills—I 
speak of no more than three; there may be 
others, but I speak of three. One was a bill 
for increasing the subsidy to the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company, for the purpose of an 
increased intercourse between China and Cali- 
fornia. Another bill was for a aubsidy in aid 
of the extension of the present mail service 
between California and the Sandwich Islands, 


But several members | 
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so as to extend that service as far as Australia. 
The third was the bill for a subsidy in aid of 
intercourse between California and Australia. 

There being no difference in principle or in 
substance between these three bills, the com- 
mittee reports one of them back: favorably, 


that for the China line, retains the Sandwich © bil 


Island bill for farther consideration, and singles 
out the Australia bill—not the least important 
of the three, I may beallowed to observe, and 
in its promise of immediate results as desirable 
as any ; singles out that measure—and reports 
that back, and asks to be discharged from it. 
There may be a reason for that action; but I 
can conceive of none. I have listened atten- 
tively to all the remarks that have been made 
by the members of the committee, and by Sen- 
ators who have taken their view, and | have 


| heard no reason for that discrimination. I 
trast that when the bill shall reach the Com- ;; 


mittee on Commerce that committee will con- 


' gider it in the enlarged and liberal spirit which ` 


I think is due to such a measure. 
I was greatly struck, allow me to observe in 


of that committee that if he were to have one 


| of these bills in his committee there seemed to ` 
him no good reason why he should not have | 
i allof them. There is no good reason, and there | 


is an abundance of unanswerable reasons why 


he should have all in order that some proper | 
| dietribution of the public aid may be made as _, 
| between the more meritorious of these enter- 


prises. That is all I desire to say. I have no 


objection now to the disposition of the matter. ` 


Mr. WILLIAMS. r. President-—— 


Mr. ANTHONY. Isthis motion withdrawn? | 
The |: 


| he VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Not yet. 
Senator from Oregon has risen. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If the Senator from Ore- 
gon does not wish to speak on the motion I 
will move to lay it on the table. It has taken 


the morning hour every day for several days.. ; 


I woe ht we had disposed of it once. 
Phe 
ator from California withdraw the motion? 


Mr. COLE. Notif the Senator from Ore- |; 


gon desires to speak. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Only a word or two. I 
have taken some interest in one of these bills, 
the bill that is now before the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, and I am quite 
indifferent as to which committee considers 


the question ; but I wish to have it understood | 


that one committee of the body is to take 
charge of this subject so that all the bills, the 


bill in which I take an interest as well as this | 
particular bill, shall go before the Committee | 


on Commerce if this bill goes to that commit- 


tee, so that they can consider all the bills in | 


their connection with each other. Ifthe Sen- 
ate Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads 


propose to take that course I shall be satis- | 


ed. ! 
Mr. COLE. Now I withdraw the motion | 


to reconsider. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
reconsider is withdrawn and the bill is referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. The Secre- 
tary will report the next resolution on the 


Calendar, which is one offered by the Senator || 


from Nevada, (Mr. Srewarr.] 


Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to make an in- | 


quiry of the chairman of the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- ` 


ator from Nevada yield for that purpose? 
Mr. STEWART. No, sir; I want this res- 
olution to come u 


"Me, KELLOGG, I simply wish to make an ` 


inquiry in regard to the matter just voted upon. 
Mr, STEWART. Very well. 
Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to inquire if the 
other bills of a like nature before the Com- 


mittee on Post Offices and Post Road are to | 


be retained by that committee, or if it is pro- 
posed that they shall take the same direction 
as the Australia bill, and go to the Committee 
on Commerce? 


ICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- | 


Mr. RAMSEY. That is the general pur- 
pose of the Post Office Committee, I believe. 

Mr. KELLOGG. This action of the Sen- 
ate, however, has reference only to one bill. 

Mr. RAMSEY. We shall follow the action 

| of the Senate in this matter upon the other 


ills. 

|, Mr. POMEROY. Only on those which 
| relate to commerce. 

| Mr. RAMSEY. Certainly ; where commerce 
ii is the chief item. 

i Mr. KELLOGG. Is it proposed by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Post Offices and 
| Post Roads to report the other bills? ` 

i Mr. RAMSEY. Yes; to report them back 
| and ask that they be referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Commerce. 

/ Mr. KELLOGG. 
' know. 


BUSINESS OF COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask my friend from 
. Nevada to allow me a moment. I desire to 
' ask unanimous consent to pass a resolution I 
' offered yesterday providing for taking a recess 
| and having an evening session to consider bills 
reported by the Committee on Commerce to 
which no objection is made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatis the third 
resolution on the Calendar. 

Mr. STEWART. I prefer to have this come 


up first. 
Mr. CHANDLER. That will lead to no 


debate. 

Mr. STEWART. I donot know about that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Michigan can ask unanimous consent to 
take up his resolution out of its order. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ido go. 


That is all I desire to 


' from Michigan asks unanimous consent that 
: the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
_ order offered by him yesterday, that the Senate 
| take a recess from five o'clock to half past 
' seven o'clock to consider at the evening ses- 
| sion bills reported by the Committee on Com- 
| merce to which objection shall not be made. 
| Mr. BAYARD. I object. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. I suppose that objec- 
ES simply lasts until we strike the resolu- 


tion, : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
remains on the Calendar of resolutions laid 
over, and has to wait until it shall be reached 

| in its order. 
| Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President-— 
Mr. STEWART. I cannot yield further. 


BIDS FOR MAIL CONTRACTS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
' will report the resolution of the Senator from 

Nevada, which is now reached in its regular 
order. a site 

The Secretary read the following resolution, 
submitted by Mr. Srewarr on the 15th instant: 

Resolved, That the joint resolution (S. R. No. 159 
authorizing the Postmaster General to prescribe an 
earlier time for the execution of contracts by accepted 
bidders, and for other purposes, be placed upon the 
Calendar of special orders. 

Mr. STEWART. Is that resolution before 
the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

Mr. STEWART. Then I now ask unani- 
|i mous consent to take up the joint resolution 
|; itself and have it passed. I propose to amend 
it so that it shall be entirely satisfactory. 

: Mr. POMEROY. If the Senator proposes 
to amend it according to the suggestions which 
© have been made to him I have no.objection. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
| being before the Senate, the Senator from 
‘| Nevada asks unanimous consent to proceed 
| to the consideration of the joint resolutian to - 
|| which it relates. 

Mr. SUMNER. I am very loth to make 
objection, but I do it in the interests of the 
public business. We all have bills on the Cal- 
endar that we are anxious to get up. I have 
a great many, and I might make the same 
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appeal with the Senator from Nevada. Why 
should we not all have our lot under the new 
rule of the Senate ? 

Mr. STEWART. 


case. 


cases. 

Mr. STEWART. This isa special case. I 
appeal to the Senator from Massachusetts to 
let us save three or four or five hundred tkou- 
sand dollars for the Post Office Department. 

Mr. SUMNER. Shall we not save it by 
taking up the measure in its order? 

Mr. STEWART. It cannot be saved unless 
we pass the joint resolution immediately. I 
do not know but that the money will be lost 
now, The time is passing away. 

Mr. FERRY. Wecan get at the joint reso- 
lation in ten minutes if we go on in regular 


order. 

Mr. STEWART. No; if it goes by now it 
will be three or four days betore it can be 
reached. Let me explain what it is, and then 
l shall relieve myself of all responsibility in 
the matter. By the advertisement for contracts 
with the Post Office Department the time when 
bids were to be opened and declared was about 
the 1st of March. ‘The time for entering into 
the contracts was fixed at the Ist of July. 

In the long, expensive routes west of the 
Rocky mountains, which are a great drain on 
the revenues of the Post Office Department, 
it is necessary to stock the route early in the 
season or it is impossible to do itat all. Hay 
is to be cut, barley is to be hauled, and other 
provisions made to get ready to execute the 
contract, and there must be a whole season in 
which to do it. This circumstance has been 
taken advantage of during two or three admin- 
istrations in this way: the party having the 
route stocked and having the existing contract 
putsin one high bid, higher than anybody else, 
up to the existing contract price, and then 
about half way between him and the bottom 
of the list there will be a batch of honest bid- 
ders, half a dozen or a dozen or fifteen or 
twenty, all ranging within a few thousand dol- 
lars of each other. And below all of them 
there is generally put in a bid which is so low 
that the mail cannot be carried for the price; 
it isa sham bid. Of course the contract is 
awarded to the lowest bidder; but time passes 
on and the 1st of July comes, at which period 
the contracts are to be entered into. Up to 
that time the sham bidder does nothing, and, 
of course, he is not ready to enter into a con- 
tract, with sureties, and the Post Office Depart- 
ment must make another arrangement. ‘The 
arrangement must be made at once. Then, 
of course, the other bidders who are between 


contractors at their high bid. 


a few years ago. A man named Spades put 
in a bid far below what the service could be 
done for. It was a sham bid. Still it had all 


the formalities of a bid, and the Postmaster ` 
| Mr. FERRY. That is the question, I under- 
, stand, now before the Senate. 


General regarded himself as bound to wait until 
the time arrived; he could do nothing. In 
that case the time arrived on the Ist of Sep- 
pier or October. Nobody else could putin 
a bid. 
New York and consulted Horace Greeley and 
several others in order to divide the responsi- 
bility. Then a contract was entered into with 
Wells Fargo, & Co., whereby a very large 
sanpo! of money was expended in pretend- 
ing to perform service. 

I do not want to see the Postmaster General 
placed in that situation at this letting. I wish 
the attention of the Senate called to this mat- 
ter because it is more serious than the frank- 
ing privilege. The complaint is that in the 
western country we are absorbing all the funds 
of the Post Office Department, and when we 
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The Postmaster General went over to | 


Because this is a special | 


go there and ask for mail service to accom- 
modate the people in localities where there are 
new communities growing up we are met with 


the statement, ‘Your section is absorbing all : 


i| the public money.’? That is the complaint. ` 
Mr. SUMNER. There are other special 


‘| Senator from Nevada that this 
i| be made a special order, which requires‘a two- 
the sham bidder and the existing contractors `i 
have no time to stock. the route, and conse- i 
quently are unable to perform the service, and | 
the result is that the Postmaster General is | 
forced to make a contract with the existing | 


) 


! 


I want to avoid that. The Postmaster Gen- 
' eral tells me that in one case now there is à 
possibility of saving $100,000, and there are 
several others where various amounts can be 
saved, if he is allowed to summon up the sham 


bidders and require them to enter into their- 


coutracts at once. 


Mr. POMEROY. I submit that the merits ` 


of the question should not be discussed on the 
motion to take up. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Kansas raises a question of order, which 


i 


is that the pending proposition to place this’ : 
joint resolution on the Calendar of special : 


orders is governed by the rule which applies 
toa motion to proceed to the consideration of 
certain business, and therefore discussion on 
the merits of the bill is not in order. The 
Senator from Kansas is right. The Senator 
from Nevada, however, asked unanimous con- 
sent, as the resolution to make this joint reso- 
lution a special order had been reached, that 


the Senate, instead of adopting that, would pro- © 


ceed to the consideration of the joint resolu- 
: tion. Now the Senator from Kansas objects —— 


be considered now. 


sideration to-day. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understand that the 
Senator from Nevada proposes to make some 
amendments to this joint resolution, in accord- 
ance with suggegtions of the Senator from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Epuunps.] If such amendments 
are made I should like to see what they are. 
I want to consider them. This matter interests 

my constituents, those people who have made 
ids— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Oregon that, under 
the point of order made by the Senator from 
Kansas, debate is not in order on the merits of 


the joint resolution. The Chair so ruled onthe ,. 


Senator from Nevada. 
Mr. CORBETT. 
made some remarks, and I wish simply to say 
‘ that these people cannot be summoned here 
` bythe Ist ot May. I should like to know what 
the amendments are. 
The VICE PRESIDENT, The Chair, on 
‘the point of order made by the Senator from 
: Kansas, must arrest debate and bring the Sen- 


Mr.SUMNER. Iwill not object to its con- ` 


, ate to the consideration of the resolution of the : 


joint resolution 


thirds vote. 


special order. I understood that the Senator 
from Nevada asked unanimous consent to pro- 
ceed now to the consideration of the joint res- 


r ‘i olution itself. 
There was the case of Wells, Fargo & Co. | 


Mr. FERRY. That not being granted, the 


Mr. STEWART. I made that request. 


question arises upon the resolution to make 
the joint resolution a special order. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It does. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the ques- 
tion before the Senate. 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, the first gen- 
eral order is one regarding which I have pre- 


thing taking precedence of that by way of 
unanimous consent, and should endeavor to 


i Tke first general order is the veto message of 
the President of the United States on the bill 
i for the relief of Rollin White. I do not wish 
this bill or any other bill to be made a special 
erder so as to get precedence of the first gen- 
oral order. 

Mr. STEWART. Will you not give me 
unanimous consent to dispose of it? 


viously given notice that I should object to any- | 


prevent any such precedence being acquired. | 


Mr. FERRY. I object to its being made a | 


Mr. POMEROY. No; Ipreferthatitshould ` 


The Senator from Nevada `; 


Mr. FERRY. I have no objection to con- 
sidering it now.. 

Mr. STEWART. Who will object? 

Mr. KELLOGG. No one will object if the 
Senator from Nevada will allow the question 
to be put and not make a speech. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state the question to the Senate. Is there 
objection to the joint resolution named by the 
Senator from Nevada being read by the Secre- 
tary, subject to objection and subject to demand 
for the regular order? 

Mr. CORBETT. I object until the amend- 
ments are printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
now is on the resolution of the Senator from 


i Nevada that this joint resolution be made a 


special order. 

Mr. FERRY. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 
ten Senators rising to second the call, not one 
fifth of those present. 

Mr. FERRY. Then I have some remarks to 
make on the propriety of making this bill a 


‘ special order. I object to these special orders 
‘except upon business of an extraordinarily 


important character——— 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator allow me 
to make another motion? I move to postpone 
all prior orders, and proceed to the consider- 
ation of the joint resolution. 

Mr. FERRY. That I have no objection to. 

Mr. STEWART. I move that the Senate 

roceed to the consideration of the joint reso- 
ution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
of the Senator. from Nevada being before the 
Senate, he moves to postpone the present and 


‘ all prior orders for the purpose of considering 


this joint resolution. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
the consideration of the joint resolution (S. R. 
No. 159) authorizing the Postmaster General 


. to prescribe an earlier time for the execution 


of contracts by accepted bidders, and for other 
purposes. f 
The preamble recites that in the instructions 
appended to an advertisement issued by the 
Postmaster General on the 30th day of Sep-. 
tember, 1869, inviting proposals for carrying 


: the mails of the United States for four years, 
i from the Ist July, 1870, in the States of Cali- 
. fornia, Oregon, and Nevada, and in the Terri- 
tories of Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyo- 
‘ming, Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New 


Mexico, it is stipulated that the contracts are 
to be executed by or before the Ist day of July, 
1870; and that in view of the importance of 
the service to be performed and the damage to 
the public interests which would result from 
failure to put it in operation at the proper time. 
it is desirable to fix an earlier period than the 


| 1st of July for the execution of the contracts. 


and to adopt such other precautions as may 
seem necessary to guard against the failure of 
bidders or contractors to fulfill their obliga- 


| tions. 


It is therefore provided in the first section of 
the joint resolution that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral may, in any case in which he may deem 


| it necessary, require accepted bidders under 


the advertisement of September 30, 1869, in- 
viting paroan for carrying the mails of the . 
United States in the States and Territories 
mentioned, to execute contracts and return 
them to the Department at an earlier period 
than the Ist day of July, and, at the discretion 
of the Postmaster General, as early as the 1st 
day of May, 1870. 

The second section provides that in any case 
arising under the advertisement mentioned, or 
which may arise at any, time hereafter, in which 
the Postmaster General shall have good reason 
to believe that any bid for carrying the mail on 
any route has not been made in good faith, he 
shall be authorized to summon the bidder or 


| bidders to appear before him and show cause 


why such bid should not be set aside; and the 
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failure of the bidder or bidders to appear in 
response to such a summons and satisfy the | 
Postmaster General that the bid has been made | 
in good faith, and that the guarantors thereof ; 
are duly responsible, shall be deemed to be 
sufficient cause for setting the bid aside and - 
entering into contract with some other person 
or persons for the performance of the service. | 

By the third section, in case of the failure - 
of any bidder or contractor for the transporta- 
tion of the mails to fulfill his obligations as a ` 
bidder or contractor, the Postmaster General 
is to be authorized to enter into contract with 
some other person or persons for the full con- : 
tract term, or for such portion thereof as may : 
remain at the time of the failure. 

Mr. STEWART. I move in the preamble 
to strike out ‘New Mexico.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amend- 
ment will be made if there be no objection. 

Mr. STEWART. 
section of the bill in the eleventh line by 
striking out the words ‘‘the 1st day of May,” 
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘ the 15th day of 
May.” ; 

Mr. CORBETT. I move to amend by 
making it read ‘‘ the Ist day of June.”’ 

Mr. STEWART. That will be too far of. | 

Mr. CORBETT. 
all bidders by the 15th of May. 

Mr. STEWART. Say the 20th of May. 
That will be suflicient time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Nevada moves to insert the 20th of May. |: 


Mr. CORBETT. Upon that amendment I 
wish to make some remarks. i 

Mr. STEWART. It is almost one o'clock. | 

Mr. CORBETT. I desire tostate that per- ` 
sons in Oregon and Washington and Idaho | 
have bid on these routes under the existing 
law, which provided that they were to file their . 
bonds by the 1st of July, and on the face of 


their bids they have until the Ist of July to j; 


i 
give their bonds. It may be a hardship to a | 
man to require him to come here before that : 
time. Suppose he is away from home expecting | 
to file his bonds between this and the Ist of 
July, can he come here ata moment’ssummons? 
It is evident that he cannot. 

Mr. STEWART. Now, let me call theatten- 
tion of the Senator to the fact that the sham | 
bidder on the Oregon route is a Utah man. 

Mr. CORBETT. I do not know who the | 
sham bidders are. 
about sham bids or who the sham bidders are. 
J believe men have bid for service lower than 
the mails can be carried for; but where the 
man who has made the lowest bid is respons- 
ible and can put up his bonds, I am in favor | 
of his carrying the mail. 

Mr. STEWART. SoamI. 


Mr. CORBETT. I do not want to leave it |; 
| Mr. HOWARD. If Senators will stop de- 
bating the question and vote on it I will not ! 
ii interfere. 

| Mr. SEEWART. I shall not debate it. 

i Mr. CASSERLY. Ihave no objection to 
I think this matter ought to be con- | 


discretionary with the Postmaster. General to 
give it to any one else if that man can carry it. | 

Mr. STEWART. Hear my other amend- 
ment and you will see what I propose. 

Mr. CORBETT. By the advertisement the 
accepted bidders have until the Ist of July to 
file their bonds and enter into contracts. Now, 
this joint resolution ought to apply hereafter, 
because, in the interval between this time and 
„the 20th of May it will be impossible for these | 
people to come here from Oregon, because it 
takes twelve or fifteen days to send a letter | 
there, and fifteen days to come back, provided 
they should receive it immediately, 
people in Washington Territory and Oregon 
who have bid. Now, it is impossible to do 
justice to them under this proposition unless 


you give them sufficient time. I am willing to `i 


make the provision as to sixty days after the 
awarding of the bids apply hereafter; but to 
apply it to these men now would cut off all | 
these bidders. 
bidders from Oregon and Washington; and to 
say that the Postmaster General can let these | 
to any man he chooses now in Washington —— 

Mr. STEWART. 
amendinent and name the Ist of June. 


J] move toamend the first ` 


I do not know anything 


| that. 
; sidered. 


ere are || 
| 


There were a dozen or fifteen |} 


Well, [ will accept the | 


. The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
‘is so modified. 

|! Mr. CORBETT. That satisfies me. 

| The amendment was agreed to. 


second and third sections. 


following: 
Sro. 2. And be it further resolved, That in any case 


| arising under the aforementioned advertisement, in 


which the Postmaster General shali have good reason 
: to believe that any bid for carrying the mail on any 
route has not been made in good faith, he shall be 
authorized to summon the bidder or bidders to appear 
before him and show cause why such bid should not 
be set aside or immediately exccuted by entering into 
contract, with sufficient sureties; and the failure of 
_ the bidder or bidders to appear in response to such 
a summons, and satisfy the Postmaster General that 
said bid bas been made in good faith, and that the 
guarantors thereof are duly resporisible, or to enter 


into such contract, shall be deemed to be sufficient ,, 
cause for setting such bid aside and entering into con- | 


tract with the lowest of the bidders who wiil do go for 
: the performanee of the service; and all the bidders 
shall be scagonably notified that such summons has 
been issued and that they may be required te enter 


- into such contract. 


Mr. CORBETT. 
“seasonubly notified.” 
what is meant by ‘‘seasonably.”’ 


Postmaster General or with any other man. 
If it is left diseretionary with the Postmaster 
General, my colleague and myself will have a 
‘ dozen men on our backs who will want to know 


| Postmaster General to give them the contract. 


- but you propose to make it discretionary with 
‘ the Postmaster General. If yom do that every 
| man who does not get a contract will be on the 
| back of his representative here. 


‘| Should it be left discretionary to the Post- 
master General? Should it not be confined by - 
law and determined particularly, as it is now? || 


It is defined by law now. If you want to make 
the time earlier fix the time, prescribe the 


i dates, and make the law apply to all bids here- 
The time now fixed is the Ist of July, < 


| after. 
. and they have till that time to make their con- 
tracts and file their bonds. Now every man 


i ig coming in to claim damages, provided you : 
do not give him the contract when he is the : 


lowest bidder. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Oregon will suspend. The morning bour 
: having expired, the Northern Pacific railroad 


, bill is before the Senate, and the Senator from |: 
California [Mr. Casserty] is entitled to the | 


fl 


oor. 
| Mr. STEWART. We shall get a vote in a 


minute or two on this joint resolution, and I 
hope we shall go on with it. 


d 
Mr. HOWARD. I shall interfere if much 
more time is spent in discussing the ques- 


tion. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The special 
order is passed over by unanimous consent, 


Senator from Oregon will proceed. 


Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, in making | 
: these remarks I do not desire to reflect on the | 


present Postmaster General. It may be very 


wel to leave this discretionary power with | 


him; but the question is whether any Post- 
master General who may be in office hereafter 
should have the discretion in any casein which 
he may think it advisable to let contracts to 


|| any parties that he may see fit. 


Mr. RAMSEY. The Senator must misunder- 
stand the proposition. It confines this matter 


entirely to the lettings that have recently taken || 


place on the Pacifie coast. 


A | 
Mr. STEWART. I offer asubstitute for the į 
I move to strike | 
out the second and third sections‘and insert the | 


‚are to havea reasonable time. 
: place, if the bidder whom the Postmaster Qen. 


: prived of it. 


That is very indefinite— :: 
Tshould like toknow |, 
I want this ; 
confined by law to some specified time, so ' 


It is impossible to notify © that it shall not be left discretionary with the 


Wve : to be able to attend. 
| As the law now stands it is confined by law; | 


: gsonably, 1 shall be content. 


should be “seasonable notice, 


subject to a call for the regular order, and the | 


Mr. CORBETT. No; itapplies to any routes 
hereafter. 

Mr. STEWART. No; that is stricken out. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend from Oregon 
will allow me a moment to explain to him, [ 
think he will be satisfied himself. I looked at 
this matter and framed this amendment myscif 
in order to protect us against the very evils 
that he speaks of. In the first place, if he will 


| look at the printed bill, he will see that the 
+ words ‘or which may arise at any time here- 
` after” are stricken out of the amendment, so 


that it is confined to the present bids. In the 
next place, going down to the bottom, where 
the summons is to be issued, he will find that 
it is to be issued to all the bidders, and they 
Tu the next 


eralthinks has not acted in good faith is willing 
to enter into the contract, he cannot be dc- 
It is not left to discretion; the 
amended section says in express terms that he 


' shall have it if he takes it, but he must give his 


sureties. 
Mr. CORBETT. The nexthighest bidder? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. No, the lowest one; then 
the next after him, the one nearest; and if he 


' fails the next one; and so on; so that no dis- 
i cretion is left to the Postmaster General, 


Mr. CORBETT. 
time? 
nite, 


Cannot the Senator fix a 
t Seasonable notice’? is rather indefi- 
Ts the time fixed within which notice is 


: j to be given? 
why we did not get this contract for them; and | 
they will come here and ask us to influence the © 


Mr. EDMUNDS. No; it is provided that 
the bidders shall be seasonably notified so as 
Tam sure that inasmuch 
as accusations of fraud are made in these bid- 
dings this is as safe and just a way of leaving 
the question and giving everybody his just 
rights as can be devised. 

Mr. CORBETT. If sufficient time is given, 
if these men can have fifteen days’ notice, so 
that they can come here, at least sufficient 
notice to give them time enough to arrive sea- 
Edo not know 
whether the language used is sufficiently ex- 
pressive on that point. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think it better that it 
” so that the 
remotest bidder may be sure to have a seasou- 


: able and reasonable time to appear ; and if the 
' Postmaster General does not treat him justly 
> Congress can interfere. 


If the Postmasier 
General were so disposed, as certainly he is not, 


‘he would not treat any of these men unjustly, 


because he could not make anything by it. 
Mr. CORBETT. I have not examined this 
amendment; I have not seen it before. I 


; have stated the evils I am trying to guard 
i against. 
' fied that the amendment covers these points I 


If the Senator from Vermont is satis- 


shall make no objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. They are precisely the 
evils that are covered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


| on the amendment. 


Mr. CORBETT. Does this amendment allow 
the Postmaster General to enter into a contract 
for the whole four years where the bidder does 
not comply ? 

Mr. STEWART. No; that is struck out. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The third section is out 
entirely, so that the measure is confined to 
these few bids which are said to be fraudulent. 

Mr. CORBETT. The third section is the 


| one I had objection to. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CORBETT. Now, as athird section, I 
offer the following: 

SEC. 3. And be it further resolved, That all bidders 


' upon every mail route for the transportation of mails 
: upon the samo shall hereafter accompany their bids, 
; where they exceed $3,000, with a certified check or 
: draft of some reliable banking house or institution ; 


which check or draft shall not be less than ten per 


; cent. on the annual amount they would receive in 


any one year under any such bid. In esse any bid- 


| ders shall fail to enter into good andsufficient bonds 
ii to faithfully carry out theircontracts such bidder or 


bidders shall forfeit the amount so deposited. 


Mr. STEWART, I beg the Senator from 
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en 


Oregon not to press that on this resolution. It 
is for a specific purpose ; and his amendment 
changes the whole system. I approve of itif it 
can be properly digested ; but let it be offered 
on some other bill and let it go to the Commit- 
tee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. CORBETT. If you want to protect the 


Treasury against the imposition of straw bid- | 


ders this is the very manner in which to do it; ! 


compel the parties to deposit money, the same 
as the Secretary of the Treasury does when 
parties bid on gold in New York. He com- 


pels those who bid for gold to deposit a check : the Committee on Indian Affairs relative to 
Yor a margin, so that in case gold falls the : the “ Black Bob” Indian lands in Kansas 


Government shall have some security. 
Mr. STEWART. The Senator will see—— 


Mr. SUMNER. I understood that that was 
agreed upon for to-morrow. 

Mr. CHANDLER. This is for to-night. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then I object to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itrequires unani- 
mous consent, and the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts objects. 

Mr. SUMNER. I understand that we are 
to consider that very business to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

t‘ BLACK BOB” INDIANS. 
Mr. THAYER. I move that the report of 


- be recommitted to the Committee on Indian 


Mr. CORBETT. I decline to be interrupted. | 


I think this proposition is a fair one. It pro- 
tects the Treasury. 
tect the Treasu 
from bidding. 

if my very zealous friend from Nevada desires 
to do that, I certainly think he cannot object 
to this proposition. It confines the bidding to 
responsible men. It prevents men of straw 
from biddi If they do bid they forfeit this 
ten percent. On a. contract of $50,000 they 


and to keep straw bidders 


can put up that amount of money without 
inconvenience ; others cannot. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think my friend from 
Oregon is right in the main; but I would sug- 
gest to him, as this joint resolution is now 
amended, it is merely to try a question of fraud 
in a special case that has occurred, and then 
the act will exhaust itself. 
otce appropriation bill comes up the proper 
place for his amendment will be on that bill, 


My sole desire is to pro- | 


ow, if Senators desire that, - 


When the post . 


and as it has ‘now been brought to the atten- | 


tion of the Senate everybody can a or 
e. 


it. I am in favor of the principle. 
details I do not understand at the moment. 

Mr. CORBETT. 
this joint resolution as it now stands; but I 


want some such provision as this in the law, | 
\: city to-day. Although tke pair was really on 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Sodol; but it oughtto : 


to prevent straw bidding. 


be in a general law. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- ;, 


ator from Oregon withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. CORBETT. I should like to have a 
vote taken upon it. I think it is as appro- 
priate on this as any other bill. I should like 
to test the sentiment of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 
on the amend ment of the Senator from Oregon. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate as amended, and the amendments made as 
in Committee of the Whole were concurred in. 


Mr. POMEROY. As there are two lines | 
of railroad now running to Colorado, one com- | 


l bave ne objection to: 


pleted and one nearly so, I move to strike Col- | 
orado outof the preamble of the jointresolution. | 


Mr. STEWART. 
that. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 


grossed for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed. 


PROPOSED RECESS. r 
Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President—— 
Mr. CHANDLER. I ask my colleague to 


give way until I can renew the motion, as the 
honorable Senator from Delaware has with- 


drawn his objection, for an evening session to | 


consider bills that are not objected to this 


arig. 
Mr. HOWARD. I have no objection to that 


motion being put if a vote can be taken with- || 


out debate. 

Tbe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Michigan asks that by unanimous con- 
sent an order be made that the Senate, at five 
o’clock to-day, take a recess until half past 
scven o'clock, for the purpose of considering 
in the evening bills to which there shall be no 
objection. 


—_ 


I have no objection to | 


: o'clock. 


Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


v NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


i The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 121) authorizing the Northern 


, the end of the resolution: 
And the rights and privileges hereby conferred 


made to it, are conferred and made upon this condi- 
tion: that said company, its successors and assigns, 
shall forever transport oversaid road and its branches, 
free from any toll or charge, all the troops, produce, 
stores, and munitions of war that may belong to the 
. United States. 

Mr. CASSERLY concluded the speech com- 
menced hy him yesterday. It willbe published 
in the Appendix. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President—— 

Mr. THURMAN. 
to make a statement before he proceeds? 

Mr. STEWART. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to say that Iam 

aired off on this joint resolution with my col- 
eague, [Mr. SHERMAN, ] who isabsent from the 


the passage of the joint resolution, I suppose 
in equity it ought to extend to other questions 
on which there may be a vote. I shall not, 
. therefore, be able to vote on any of the ques- 
: tions that may be taken. If he were here he 


|; would vote for the passage ofthe joint resolution, | 
| and I should vote against it. 
that my friend from Nevada may have time to | 


Now, in order 


‘make his reply, I move to extend the time 
fixed for taking the vote until half past three 
I do this at his suggestion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- 
| ROY in the chair.) The Senator from Ohio 
| asks unanimous consent that the time fixed 
for taking the final vote on the measure before 
the Senate be extended for half an hour. Is 
there any objection? The Cbair hears none. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I object to that, 
unless there is a special emergency. ' 


Mr. STEWART. I wish to make some 
i! remarks. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I must insist 


on carrying out the agreement that has been 
made. 
Several Senators. Oh! do not object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
understands the Senator from Maine to ob- 


ject. 

Mr. STEWART. Then I decline to make 
any remarks. i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
Senator wish? 

Mr. STEWART. I wish to make some re- 
| marks, and I want the time extended. . 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What is the rea- 
gon? I have heard no reason assigned. . 

Mr. STEWART. I wish to make some 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Well, I object. 
We have had it up several days, day after day. 
Mr. HOWARD. I beg the attention of the 
! Senator from Maine fora moment. The Sen- 
ator from California has consumed an hour and 


i| remarks on the bill. 


Pacific Railroad Company to issue its bonds ; FOWE; h : 
for the construction of its road, and to secure |, objecting to an extension of the time, 
the same by mortgage, the pending question | 
being on the amendment of Mr, THURMAN, | 


which to add the following, t in at ; 
will have to put up $5,000. Responsible men | bebe bor Ee See ete COO a 


upon said company, and the grants of land hereby i 


The Chair | 


What does the | 


three quarters, or nearly that, in the speech he 
has made to-day, and it was expected that 
some other Senators would address the Sen- 
ate on this subject; but unfortunately we are 
driven very near to three o'clock, the time 
fixed for taking the vote. Between now and 
three o'clock the Senator from Nevada will 


! have an opportunity to say but little. I there- 
| fore beg the Senator from Maine to withdraw 
; his objection. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I decline to 
withdraw it. - 

Mr. CASSERLY. I desire to correct the 
Senator from Michigan. I did not occupy so 
much time as he supposes, and probably not 
more than an hour and a half, because a good 
deal of my time was consumed by a discussion 
which went over the morning hour. I wish to 
say also-that I understood, not expressly, but 
impliedly, that there was no disposition on the 
other side to debate this question at all, but a 
desire without debate to bring it to a vote. 
However, I do not wish to be understood as 


Mr. STEWART. I just wish to call the 


' attention of the Senate to the fact that this 
‘ measure has been talked out on three different 


occasions when we were ready to take a vote. 


' Now, there have been statements made here 


Will my friend allow me |: 


which ought to be replied to. We have waited 


| and waited; and now I ask for a few minutes 
| time to be allowed to make that reply. 


I have 
not occupied on this bill more than fifteen 
or twenty minutes altogether, and now I am 
denied time enough to make the reply I desire 
to make. . ; 

Mr. THURMAN. My impression is that 
the objection of my friend from Maine came 
too late. The Chair had announced that the 
time was extended, and therefore the Senator 
could not object after that. I hope he will 
not insist on the objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Seuator 
from Maine had a right to object, and the Chair 


understands him to insist on his objection. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to say 


. that more than three days have been occupied 
| in the discussion of this subject; and when it 


is obvious that the sense of the Senate is en- 


|| tirely with the friends of the measure, for them 


_ solid, as durable as adamant. t 
‘ history, and be read by our posterity with pride 


now to insist upon occupying the time of the 
Senate on a question which has already occu- 
pied so much time, against other important 
bills that are waiting, is a proposition that I 


‘think ought not to be made, and certainly 
; ought not to be entertained if it is made, That 


ia my judgment. I think it is trifling with the 
business of the country. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. TheSenator 
from Nevada will proceed. 

Mr. STEWART. I wish to say that there 
have been some arguments and some state- 
ments made that ought to be replied to, as the 
Senator from Maine would know if he had 
been here and listened to them. There have 
been some attacks on the Republican party 
and its policy, and statements have gone out 
here which I think ought to be contradicted. 
I shall not, however, undertake to do it unless 
I have time enough allowed me for the parpose. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I could 
wish that the Senator from Nevada would pro- 
ceed if a longer period were allowed. If he 
declines to proceed, I have only a few words 
to say in reply to the extended and very earn- 


! est remarks of the Senator from California, 


remarks in which he has, in my opinion, done 
great injustice to the bill now before us and 


' great injustice to the Republican. party; but 


time will not allow me to go into this latter 
consideration at all. Ishall leave that party 
to stand upon its record, a record which is as 
It will go into 


| a thousand years hence, when that Senator 


i 


| and myself, like the present generation, have 


been gathered to our fathers. 
I rose merely to say that among the numer: 
ous erroneous statements of the honorable 
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Senator from California one particularly strack 
my attention. I do not know what the source 
may be of his statistical information in respect 
to the length of the Northern Pacific railroad. 
If I understood him 
not have understood 
of the noise in the Chamber and my distance 


properly pernepi I may | 
im properly on account | 


from him and the lowness of his voice—he 


would represent the length of this line of road 
with its branch to be twenty-five hundred miles. 
If I am wrong in this the Senator will correct 


me. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I gave the data. I said 
that the line, as extended into three roads by 
this resolution, would be about twenty-five 
hundred miles long, taking all the deflections. 

Mr. HOWARD. I am not able to state the 
length of the line from Portland to Puget sound, 
which runs along on the west side of the Cas- 
cade mountains. 

Mr. CORBETT. Abont one hundred and 
sixty miles. I suppose. 

Mr. HOWARD. ‘Then every Senator can 
make his calculation to suit himself from the 
data which I shall give. I hold in my hand the 
estimate of the length of the road under the 
original charter, made by Mr. Johnson, the 
chief engineer of the company, a gentleman 
whose scientific and practical talent is well 
known to the whole country, than whom an 
honester man does not live. 
from Lake Superior to the waters of the straits 
of San Juan de Fuca, on a direct line, is four- 
teen hundred and sixty-four miles. 

Mr. CASSERLY. ‘Ona direct line.” 

Mr. HOWARD. On a direct line; and he 


says, ‘add for deviations one hundred and :, 
Railroad engineers have |, 


eighty-three miles.”’ 
a certain rule by which they calculate devia- 
tions from a straight line. ‘he whole length 
of the line would therefore be only one thou- 
sand six hundred and forty-seven miles. That 
is the length of the line, with its proper devia- 
tions, across the entire continent from Puget 
sound. The length of the line from the place 


of the deflection, according to the charter, | 


He states that | 


down to Portland, it is impossible to calculate, | 


because it is impossible for us now to ascertain ' pressed. 


the point of deflection, but suppose that to be 
two hundred miles from Portland—it is prob- 
ably not further than that—that would make the 


entire distance, including the Portland branch, — . 


one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven 
miles. 


To that should be added the length of ` tained, 


the line from Portland to Puget sound, which | 


is stated to be about one hundred and sixty |. stood that these agreements bind the official ' 


: action of the Senate ; they only bind gentlemen | 


miles. It is hardly fair, I submit to the honor- 
able Senator from California, to make state- 


ments in this body as tothe length of this line |! 


which are not borne out by something like 
authentic and official facts. 
Now, sir, I hope, if my honorable friend from 


Nevada is not intending to address the Senate | 
on this subject, that we shall proceed to take | 


the vote. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I would like to state to 
the Senator from Michigan that I have the 
authority, if I can put my hand upon it, of the 
report of Commissioner Wilson, that the line 
from Puget sound to Lake Superior, counting 
deflections, would be two thousand and twenty- 
five miles long without reference to the Port- 
land branch. 


Mr. HOWARD. Manifestly Mr. Wilson is | 


mistaken in his estimate. The information 
farnished by Mr. Johnson, the engineer, is far 
more reliable than the almost conjectural dis- 
tance of Mr. Wilson. I have great respect for 
Mr. Wilson, but in that estimate he is entirely 
mistaken. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I wanted to show that I 
did not speak without authority. 

Mr. SCOTT. I rise to inquire whether the 
understanding as to taking the vote at three 


o'clock precludes the offering of any further | 


amendments after that time? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre- 
tary willread, as itis reported in the Globe, the 
understanding which was agreed to yesterday. 


Mr.SCOTT. If amendments até'to be cón- 
sidered as excluded I wish to give notice now, 
before three o’clock arrives, of an amendment 
that I propose to offer. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. | The agree- 
ment will be read from the Globe. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

“The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Senato agree to take the vote on this joint resolution 
to-morrow at three o’clock. f 

“Mr. Enmunps. Its final determination. 


“The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is thereany objection 
to that understanding? [‘None.’] The Chair hears 


‘none. It is the common understanding, then, that 


‘ and I object. 


at three o’clock to-morrow tho Senate will proceed. : 


to the final vote upon this joint resolution. [‘Yes.’]’”’ 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is 
the understanding and agreement which was 
arrived at yesterday. 

Mr. SCOTT. | Mr. President—— 

Mr. NYE. Will the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania allow me one word? 

Mr. SCOTT. I wish to understand whether 
the Chair rules that an amendment will not 
be in order after three: o'clock? [‘‘No.” 
“No! ] 

. The PRESIDING OFFICER. No debate 
will be in order after three o’clock, according 
to the agreement. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Only debate is prevented. 

Mr. SCOTT. Then an amendment will be 
in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be. 

Mr. SCOTT. Very well. 

Mr. NYE. I desire to appeal to the Sen- 
ate again. The honorable Senator from Cal- 
ifornia has made a two-hours speech upon the 
policy of this grant, which speech will be read 
of course all over the Pacific coast. I hesi- 
tate not to say, with the utmost respect to that 
honorable Senator, that his speech is not in 
accord with the public sentiment of the Pacific 
coast nor in accord with the public senti- 


ment of this country. It was understood that . 


my colleague should have half an hour to 
reply, and I appeal to the Senate to give him 
that half hour, that what I believe the true 


sentiment of the Pacific coast may be ex- 


I hope that will be done. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Letus vote now. 
being made, the suggestion cannot be enter- 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not wish it under- 


here on honor. 


‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour. 


. of three o’clock having artived, a vote is to be 


taken according to the agreemeut. The ques- | 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom <; 
| Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN. i 


` Mr. THURMAN. Fask for the yeas and 
nays on that amendment. . i 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. CASSERLY. .Let the amendment be 


| read. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. It willbe read. 


The Secretary read the amendment which '; 
was to add to the joint resolution the following | 


clause: 


And the rights and privileges hereby conferred |: 


upon said company, and 


stores, and munitions of war that may belong to the 
United States. : 

Mr. NYE. Mr. President-— > - 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Itis three o’clock. 

Mr. NYE. . Well, I will say nothing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will call the roll. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Onall the questionscon- 
nected with this joint resolution I am paired 
with the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. Howe 1, ] 
who, if present, I believe, would vote in favor 
of this amendmentand adverse tothe joint res: 


The Senator from | 
Michigan proposes that by unanimous consent the ; 


I am a friend of the bill, | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection } 


the grants of land hereby :: 
made to it, are conferred and made upon this condi- ; 
tion : that said company, its successors and assigns, | 
shall forever transport over said roadandits branches, `: 
free from any toll or charge, all the troops, produce, |! 


olution ‘as reported by the committee, and I 
should vote to sustain the joint resolution ag 
reported by the committee. 
Mr. DAVIS. Iam paired with the Senator 
from Kansas, [Mr. Ross.] Ifhe were present 
he would vote against this amendment, and I 
should vote for it. 
The calling of the roll was commenced and 
concluded. — 
' Mr. CASSERLY. I have been requested to 
| state that the Senator from New Jersey [Mr, 
‘| Srockton] is paired on this joint resolution 
with the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Aszort.] I did not observe until this moment 
that the Senator from North Carolina wag 
resent. . 
Mr. ABBOTT. That is true; but I supposed 
- the pair was only for yesterday. However, I 
withdraw my vote. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I thought the Senator 
was absent, and therefore no criticism was 
intended on him by me at all. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I saw the Senator from 
New Jersey here this morning, I think. 

Mr. CASSERLY. No. 

Mr. ABBOTT. | desire, then, to withdraw 


my vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
North Carolina withdraws his vote. 

Mr. CASSERLY. If the Senator from New 
Jersey were here he would vote for this amend- 
ment, 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. My cob 
league [Mr. Vickers] is paired off with tho 

- Senator from Florida [Mr. GILBERT] on this 
question, both being absent. My colleague 
would vote against the joint resolution, and 

i Mr. GILBERT for it. I may as well state also 
that I am paired with the Senator from Nes 

. braska [Mr. Tieton] upon this joint resolution 
andthe amendments. Ishould'vote against the 
joint resolution, and he would vote for it. 

The result was announced—yeas 12, nays 
35; as follows: i 


YEAS—Messrs, Ames, Bayard, Boreman, Cameron, 
Casserly, Harlan, McCreery, Morton, Pratt, Sauls- 
bury, Willey, and Yates—12. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Brownlow, Chandler, 

' Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Fenton, Flanagan, Fowler, 
Hamlin, Harris, Howard. Howe, Kellogg, McDonald, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Nye, 

i: Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Revels, Rice, 

. Robertson, Sawyer, Scott, Sponcer, Stewart, Sumner, 

\ Thayer, Trumbull, Williams, and Wilson—85. 

ABSENT—Messrs, Abbott.. Buckingham, Carpen- 

ter, Cattell,Conkling, Davis, Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, 

Gilbert, Hamilton of Maryland Hamilton, of Texas, 

: Howell, Johnston, Lewis, Pool, Ross, Schurz, Sher- 

i man, Sprague, Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, Vickers, 

and Warner—24. 


So the amendment was rejected. _ 


Mr. SCOTT. I offeran amendment, to add 
. the following proviso: 


Provided. That all lands hereby granted to said 
company which shall not be sold or disposed of, or 
remain subject to the mortgage by this aét author- 
' ized, at the expiration of five years after the comple- 
: tion of the entire road shall be subject to settlement 
! and preémption like other lands, ata price to be paid 
: to said company not exceeding $2 50 per acre. And 


| if the mortgage hereby authorized shall at anytime 
; be enforced by foreclosure or other legal proceeding, 
| or the Government lands hercby granted, or any or 
| them, be sold by the trustees to whom such mortgage 
may be executed, either at its maturity or for any 
failure or default of said company under the terms 
| thereof, such lands shall be sold at public sale at 
places within the States.and ‘erritories in which 
© they shall be situate, after not less than sixty days’ 
i. previous notice, in single sections or subdivisions 
i, thereof, to the highest and best bidders. 

Mr. NYE. I rise to inquire whether that 
amendment is debatable? N ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not, by the 
agreement of the Senate, but that is to be en- 
‘forced by members themselves. The agree- 
| ment was read by the Senator from Kansas, 
i: who occupied the chair temporarily, and isin 
| the Globe. All debate was to cease at three 
| o'clock. The Chair, however, does not attempt 
|| to enforce this agreement. ‘he Senator from 
|| Nevada must judge for himself as to the pro- 
priety of conforming to it. ; 
i Mr. HOWARD. I will take the liberty of 
| saying a few words, [‘‘No.’’: ‘‘No.’’]. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


i 


|! 
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from Michigan asks unanimous consent to make 
some remarks, >.. ET 

Mr. POMEROY. I object. —. ce 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Kansas objects. The question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania. 
The question being put, the amendment was 
decl not to be agreed to. ` 

Mr. SCOTT called for the 


yeas and nays; 
and they: were ordered. : 


The Secretary proceeded. to call the roll, and | 


Mr, Augs answered to his name. _ 
Mr. ANTHONY. I think there is a migap- 
prehension. I think we are all in favor of this 
amendment. I understand it meets the views 
of the committee, and if we can have the vote 
taken. viva voce again I have no doubt it will 
be adopted. - ot 
Mr. RAMSEY. : I presume the amendment 
will be passed without objection if the question 
is again put, without ealling the yeas and nays. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. 


objection the call for the yeas and nays will be 


withdrawn, 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I merely rise to inquire 


whether the committee are satisfied with thig | 


amendment? It is difficult to understand it on | 


ita reading, i 


Mr. HOWARD. As the chairman of the ` 


committee I am satisfied with it. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. Ifthe Sen- ` 
ator from Michigan accepts the amendment, I ` 


have no objection to it. 
Mr. CASSERLY. I insist on the roll-call. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


California insists on the roll being called. It: 
has been commenced and will be continued. | 


The Secretary resumed and concluded the 
call of thero, and the result was announced— 
yeas 38, nays 7; as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Boreman, Buck- 
iogbam, Cameron, Casserly, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, 
Cragin, Fenton, Ferry, Fowler, Harlan, Harris, 
Howard, Howe Kellogg, McOreery, McDonald, Mor- 
rill of Mai e, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Osborn, 
Patterson, Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, Baulabury, Scott, 
Spencer, Sumner, Thayer, Trumbull, Willey, Wil- 

Wilson, and Yates—38. : 

NAYS — Messrs. Ames, Brownlow, Flanagan, 
Hamilton of Texas, Nye, Robertson, and Stewart—7- 

ABSENT — Mesars, Abbott, Carpenter, Cattell, 
Conkling, Davis, Drake, Edmunds, Gilbert, Hamil- 
ton of Maryland, Hamlin, Howell, Johnston, Lewis, 
Norton, Pomeroy, Pool, Rice, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, 
Sherman, Sprague, Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, 
Vickers, and Warner—27, 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMERON. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in as a provigo after the 
one just adopted: ` 

Provided, That inthe construction of the said rail- 
toad American iron and steel only shall be used, 
the same to be manufactured from American orea 
exclusively. å ; 

Mr. POMEROY. In the 
vania .._ . i ae Be : 

Mr. CAMERON. No;-I do not say in the 
State of Pennsylvania, in Kansas if you like. 
I think the chairman of the committee will 
accept this amendment, . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. He cannot accept it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The chairman cannot 
bind the Senate by accepting that. I object 

Mr. RAMSEY, 
charter, . 

Mr. CAMERON. No; it is not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania. Those in favor of the amendment will 
aay ‘‘ay;’’ those opposed toit, “no.” [Putting 
the question. ] . The noes appear to have it; the 
noes have it; the amendment is not agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON. No, Mr. President; allow 
me a moment. This ig. not. exectly in the 
charter. 


The VICE PRESIDENT.. If the Senator 


State of Pennsyl- 


That is in the originsl 


from Pennsylvania desires the yeas and DAYS, | 
he must call for.them when the Chair an- | 


mounces doubtfully that the ayes or the noes 
@ppear to have it... - Hie Ae 
Mr. CAMERON. Then I willtry the amend- 


| Sire to say a word upon it, | 


ment again when the bill comes into the 
Senate. : T e pe 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be in 
order: . The amendment is not agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD. I move to amend the res- 
lution by adding the following aè an additional 
section : Phe an i ; . 

And be it farther resolved, That Congress may nt 
any time alter or amend this joint resolution, hay- 


ing duc regard to the rights of said company and any 
other parties. à 


The amendment was agreed ta. 


The, joint resolution wag reported to the 
Senate, as amended, and. tha ‘amendments, 
made as in Committee of the Whole, were con- 
curred in. 
ment that I offered-a moment ‘ago; and I do- 

request the 


attention of the Senate, for Ido not think any 


| man iu the Senate who is disposed to reflect 


If there be no || for a moment will object to it. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Do not argue it against 
the understanding. i 
Mr. CAMERON. I submitted the ame 
ment first to the chairman of the committee 
and he approved it. I wish simply to state 


and shipped to this country and rerolled at 


| price, fraudulently, and..against the menufac- 
| turers of this country... All I desire is thatthe 
road shall be made of: American rails, and 
those rails to be made out of the ores of the 
country. I cannot see how anybody who de- 


object to it. It may be that the same machin- 
ery, the same extra discipline by which the 
Joint resolution is sought to becarried through 
will prevent the ors ae of any amendment 
except one offered by the chairman ;. bnt I 
have submitted this amendment. to the -chair 
man of the committee and it meets his ap- 
proval, sda W feck es, 5 
a STEWART. Irise to a question of. 
order., = Cnn gprs nat eget us 
. The VICE PRESIDENT;: The Senator from 
Pennsylvania will suspend; the Senator from: 
Nevada rises. to a point of order, <0; > 
Mr. STEWART. I rise to a queation of 
order. I suppose the agreement mast. be en- 
forced by the Chair'or by the Senate. The 
agreement was that wo should vote without 
‘debate, at three o'clock. © = > RAD 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
stated that the Senate unanimonsly agreed to 
take the vote at three o'clock to-day without 
further debate ; but at the same time the Chair 
stated that it was not in the power of the Chair 
to arrest any Senator from proceeding, if he 
chose to do so, in violation of the agreement. 
Mr. STEWART.. Such. agreements have 
been enforced. 
. The VICE PRESIDENT, Never by the 
present occupant of the Chair. a, Peta 
Mr. STEWART. . Well, they have been 
enforced by the Senate, and I do not. feel any 
delicacy in enforcing this one. > 5 00000 
` The VICEPRESIDENT. The present oceu- 
pant of the Chair never attempted to enforce 
such an agreement; it is. for the Senate. to 


enforce it, tyke aan 
Mr. NYE. Ionly wish to say asingle word. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Do not viplate this under- 


standing. nea E 

` Mr. NYE. Tam not going to violate any. 
I am only going to say a single word. I wish 
to ask the Senator from Pennsylvania ‘if his 
amendment is the subject for the consideration 
of: which he wanted us to adjourn last night? 
[Laughter. ] ne shane Mes 
. : Mr. CAMERON. _I will say that the result 
of my reflections last night produced this 
| amendment. [Læughter.] - 


Mr. CAMĘRON. I now renew ihe amond: 


nd- | 


sires the prosperity of his own country can. 


small expense, and that is the cause of the | 
‘| difficulties we have had on the Peeific railroad. 
'i Bad iron has been brought in here at a law.: 


_ the reason for it. Inthe original charter there | 
was a Clause that the rails should be laid of | 
American iron; bat that was evaded in this | F 
way: bad rails were broken up.in England ` 


. ler, Harlan, 


eE 
. of Maryland, Howell, Johnston, 


Mr. NYE. 
prevail. 

Mr. CAMERON and Mr. MORTON called 
for the yeas and nays on the amendment; and 
they were ordered; and being taken, regulted— 
yeas 27, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, B i 
Buckingham, Catmsron, Candler, Cra 

n, Fowler, ot , is, - 
ard E owe, McDonald, Morton ya Ost How 


Nyo, Osborn, Pat- 
terson, Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, Scott, Stewart, 


Thayer, and Willey—2 

YS—Messre. Ames, Bayard, Casserly, Cole, Cor- 
bett, Ferry, Kellogg, Me reery, Pomeroy, Rice, Rob- 
ertson, Saulsbury, Spencer, Sumner, Trumbull, Wil- 
iams, Wilson, and Yates—i8. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Carpenter, Cattell, 
Conkling, Davis, Drake, Edmunds, Gilbert, Tamil- 
ton of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Howell, John- 
ston, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
Norton, Pool, Ross, Sawyer, _Schurz, Sherman, 
Sprague, Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, Vickers, and 
Warner—27. ' 


‘So the amendment was agreed to. 


The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
pred for a third reading, and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the joint resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 40, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Cameron, Chandler, Coie, Corbott, Cragin, 

enton, Ferry, Flanagan, Hamilton of Texas, Ham- 
lin, Harris, Howard, Howe, Kellogg. McDonald, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Nyo, 
Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Revela, Rice, 
Robertson, Sawyer, Scott, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, 
Thayer Trumbull Willig s, Wilson, and Yates—40. 
AYE Messrs, Bayar , Boreman, Casserly, Fow- 
oCreery, Morton, Pratt, Saulsbury, 

Schurz, and Willey—Il. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Carpenter, Cattell, 

Conkling, Davis, Drak munds, Gilbort, Hamilton 

Lewis, Bool, Rosa, 
Sherman, Sprague, Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, 
Vickers, and Warner—2i. 


. So the joint resolution was passed. 

::Mr. HOWARD: I move to amend the title 
of .the joint: resolution by adding the words 
‘‘and ‘for other purposes.’’ > 

The amendment was agreed to. 

r l OREGON INDIANS. 

Mr. CORBETT submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by: únanimous 
consent, and agreed to: wisi 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Foterior inform 
the Senate as to the condition of the Indians in 
southeastern Oregon, their location, and what pro- 


vision, if any, is necessary to bo made for their 
establishment and support. eons co osha 
'# ORDER OF BUSINESS. >O o, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The next and 
last special order is the bill (H.R. No. 986) to 
abolish the franking privilege. tetas 

Mr. RAMSEY. I hope the Senate will pro- 
ceed with the consideration of that bill now, 

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the Senator from 
Minnesota to pérmit me how to offer the reso- 
lution for a recess.and evening session. 

: Mr. STEWART, Let us pass this franking 
hill at onee. 03 et, el, 

The VICEPRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Michigan asks unanimous consent ta-submit ai 
resolution. ha cn ne Pe ee 8 
i Mr. EDMUNDS... I object. aee ae fb 2 a 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from. 
Vermont objects to the proposition of the Senn 
ator from Michigan. : See Te i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine.’ I move to pass 
over thisspecial order, with a view of proceed- 
ing to the consideration of House bill No. 974, 
being the legislative, executive, and- judicial 
appropriation bill. Se Oe S 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator 
from Maine moves to pass over the special 
order, leaving it in its place'on the Calendar, 
for the purpose-of then proceeding to the con~. 
sideration of the appropriation bill, = 

Mr. RAMSEY. ` This bill to abolish’ the 
franking privilege has been lying like a lion in 
the path for a month past, and I think we might 
as well take it up now and dispose of it; and 
then other business can be proceeded with, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
pass over is not debatable. — 


` I hope the amendment will 


_ Brownlow, 
in, Fenton, 
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Mr. STEWART. I call for the yeas and 
nays upon it. 

Mr. SPENCER. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That has pri- 
ority. The Senator from Maine moves to pass 
over the special order, leaving it on the Calen- 
dar, for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of the appropriation bill, pending 


which the Senator from Alabama moves that’ 


the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

The question being put, there were on a 
division—ayes 25, noes 20. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think we had better have 
the yeas and nays. Let us see who wants to 
dodge the franking question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Maine 
says that those who vote to go into executive 
session wish to dodge the bill for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. I am in favor of 
that bill, andintend to vote for it; but I am 
going to vote now to go into executive session. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anthony, 
Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Cor- 
bett, Davis, Fenton, Fowler, Hamilton of Maryland, 
Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Howard, Kellogg, Me- 
Creery, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Norton, Pratt, 


Revels, Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Spencer, Sum- 
ner, and Yates—28. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Chandler, Cole, Cragin, ' 


Edmunds, Ferry, Hamlin, Harris, Howe, Morrill of 
Maine, Nye, Patterson, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sawyer, 
Stewart, Thayer, Trumbull, Willey, Williams, and 
Wilson—21. i 

ABSENT — Messrs. Abbott, Carpenter, Cattell, 
Conkling, Drake, Flanagan, Gilbert, Howell, John- 
ston, Lewis, McDonald, Osborn, Pool, Rice, Ross, 
Seott, Sherman, Sprague, Stockton, Thurman, Tip- 
ton, Vickers, and Warner—23, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Sen- 
ate proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. 
session the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. * 
TuHurspayY, April 21, 1870. 


The House met attwelveo’clockm. Prayer 
by Rev. W. E. Parson. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. BUFFINTON. I desire to have the 
Journal of the House corrected. They have 
me recorded as not voting on the first vote taken 
yesterday on the election of Mr. Sypher. I 
voted ‘‘no.’? 

The SPEAKER. The correction will be 
made. | 
` The Journal, as corrected, was approved. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, I have received 
a note from the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means [Mr. Sonencg] stating that 
he is not well to-day, and will not be able to 
go on with the tariff bill. I propose, therefore, 
after the morning hour to-go into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of: the Union, and 
to take up and dispose of the Navy appropria- 
tion bill or the diplomatic appropriation bill, 
and perhaps both of them. 
sare JOHN WILSON. 

Mr. CAKE. I am directed by the Commit- 
tee on Accounts to report back the resolution 
referred to that committee in regard to the 
elaim of John Wilson, and to ask that it be 
- referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 

Mr. DAWES. | Let it be referred. to the 
Committee of Claims. 
. Mr. CAKE. Ithas already passed the Com- 
mittee of Claims. Their report being made, it 
was referred to the Committee on Accounts, 
We now ask that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

Mr. DAWES. I think the Committees on 
Accounts have declined very properly to have 


After two hours spent in executive | 


Bayard, Boreman, | 


it paid out of the contingent fand. The Com- 
mittee of Claims have charge of these matters, 
and let them report a bill to pay it in the 
ordinary way. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. I 
hope not. Ihave seen it every session I have 
been in Congress, for some eight or ten years, 
and I do not desire to see it again. 

Mr. DAWES. I move to amend the whole 
thing so as to pay the elaim out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
resolution before the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay to John 
Wilson, out of the contingent fund of the House, in 
full satisfaction for his services in superintending 
and preparing the maps of the public land States 
ordered by resolution of the House of May 4, 1848, 
the sum of $3,600, the said John Wilson having been 
employed in said duty from 4th of May, 1848, to 14th 
of January, 1852, _ ; 

The SPEAKER. This isa House resolu- 
tion, and the Chair cannot entertain the motion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


Mr. DAWES. Itshould not go to the Com: | 


mittee on Appropriations. 

Mr. CULLOM. Let it be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that it be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that it be recom- 
mitted to the Committee of Claims, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON movedtoreconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was referred to the 


; Committee of Claims; and also moved that 


the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


TENNESSEE LOYALISTS. 


Mr. STOKES. I ask unanimous consent to 
present a memorial signed by a large number 
of trae loyal men of Carroll county, Tennes- 
see, setting forth the condition of the country 
and asking for relief at the hands of Congress. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. That can be 
done under the rules, 

Mr. STOKES. I ask to present it in open 
House. It is the first time 1 have asked such 
a faver, : 

Mr. WOOD. Iobject. Letitcomein under 
the rules. 


IMPROVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 
Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I ask unan- 


imous consent to submit the following resolu- |! 


tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish this Honse with a copy of the report of 
Amos Stickney, captain of engineers United States 
Army, to Brigadier General t. Warren, dated 
July 2, 1869, on the improvement of the Mississippi 
river from Fort Snelling to the Falls of St. Anthony. 

Mr. STOKES. Unanimous consent was 
refused to me. I object, and call for the regu- 
lar order. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. That is a 
good idea. 

LOUISIANA ELECTION GASB. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the unfinished business of yesterday, 
being the resolution offered by the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Kerr,] on which tellers 
were ordered on seconding the demand for the 
previous question. The Clerk will again report 
the resolution. ; 
` The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House be directed 
to inform the Governor of the State of Louisiana 
that there is a vacancy in the representation from 
that State in the first congressional district thereof. 

Mr. KERR. I withdraw the resolution. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I renew it for the pur- 
pose of moving to refer it to the sub-Commit- 
tee of Elections which had the case in ebarge, 
and upon that mction I wish to be heard for a 
few minutes, I propoge to givg very briefly my 


reasons for making this motion, and then to 
call the previous question, not desiring to take 
up the time of the House unnecessarily, 

After the extraordinary, conflicting results 
reached in the two cases already reported from 
the State of Louisiana, it becomes this House to 
consider where we are and what we propose to 
do. It is not for me to reproach any member 
of the House for having differed from me. I 
claim to act in ali these matters impartially, 
without fear, favor, or affection. I hope all 
others do the same. Iam willing to believe 
they do, and I should be ashamed of myself 
and of my associate members of this House if 
I could believe otherwise. It has been charged 
on this floor that the case of Sypher was affected 
by the supposed opinion of that gentleman on 
the question of the tariff. I do not believe 
that, The only testimony elicited to sustain 
this charge came from one who overheard cer- 
tain talk and did not understand it. It is sel- 
dom that a man listening or looking through a 


: key-hole hears or sees all that passes within ; 
| but I do believe that if the result was affected 
i in any way at al) by the supposed status of the 
‘gentleman on that question it was affected 
` adversely to him. 


Mr. BOYD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point 
of order. The resolution, as I understand it, 


i instructs the Speaker to inform the Governor 


of Louisiana that there is a vacancy in the rep- 
resentation from that State. Ido not think that 


| the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio are 


pertinent to that matter, and I therefore submit 
that they are not in order. 

The SPEAKER, Great latitude was given 
to debate yesterday when the same resolution 


| was offered by the gentleman from Indiana, 


(Mr. Kerr.] The Chair, therefore, does not 
teel called upon, under the circumstances, to 
enforce the rule very strictly, especially as the 
gentleman has stated that he only proposes to 
occupy the floor for a very few moments. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I do not propose to 
énter at length into this matter or any collateral 
matter; but I wish this declaration to go forth 
from me against what I believe to be slanders 
against members on this floor. I have no P - 
tiality for the gentleman accused, whom I re- 
gard as a fanatic for protection. If I have any 
partiality in the matter as between the two sec- 
tions on my side of the House on that question 
I should be classed rather with the liberal men. 
If, Mr. Speaker, the trath is ever fully known 
about that case it will be found that if any 


| improper influences operated at all they 


oper- 
ated adversely to Mr. Sypher by caucus aan by 
combination. But I do not charge any improper 
influences. I want simply to caution the House 
as to.its fature action on cases like this. We 
are to report three more cases from the State 
of Louisiana, cases in principle precisely like 
this. We have acted already upon a case in 
principle identical with the Sypher case.. No 
man can draw the distinction of a hair in legal 
principle between the cases of Sheldon and 
Sypher. Not in one iota do they differ. 

The learned gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. GAR- 
FIELD] who was so active in both—in one in 
favor of Sheldon, and in the other against 
Sypher—would rack his brain and probe his 
conscience in vain to find a particle of distinc- 
tion. Neither would he find much comfort in 
the figures. According to the full returns, 
official and unofficial, there was a majority for 
Haunt against Sheldon of 10,615. And yet 
the gentleman from Ohio advocated and voted 
for the admission of Sheldon. The majority, 
according to the official returns, for St. Martin 
against Sypher was 9,614, less than the majority 
of Hunt over.Sheldon. And yet the same 
gentleman opposed by argument and vote the 
claim of Sypher. ; 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I think I must raise 
a point of order. A discussion as to the vote 
for Sypher or the vote for St. Martin has noth. 
ing to do with this resolution to instruct the 
Speaker to inform the Governor of Louisiana 
thata vacagey exists, J think it my duty to 
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insist upon the point of order, or else-we do 
not know where this discussion will end. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from 
Ilinois insists upon the point of order the Chair 
will be compelled to sustain it. The margin 
of discussion allowable on the resolution is 
necessarily very narrow; but the Chair was dis- 
posed to indulge the gentleman, inasmuch as 
great latitude was allowed on the other side in . 


the debate yesterday. . $ 
Mr. STEVENSON. I wish to show the |, 
impropriety of sending one of these cases back | 


lone. 
i The SPEAKER. The resoiution merely |; 
relates to a ministerial duty which the House || 
may choose to devolve upon the Speaker. | 
Mr. STEVENSON. My motion is to refer | 
the resolution to the sub-Committee of Elec- 


tions. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of reference ‘|: 
does not change the essential character of the |: 
resolution, and it does not widen the gentle- | 
man’s liberty of debate at all. It must be 
entirely confined within the scope of the reso- |: 
lution. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Is not the only question ` 
debatable the question of reference? 

TheSPEAKER. The motion to refer opens 
the question to all the debate it is susceptible 
of. Inthe case of abill, for instance, a motion | 
to refer opens the whole debate in all its lati- 
tude, but it does not, of course, widen it be- 
yond the merits. A motion to refer gives the 
gentleman the same liberty of debate that he 
would have if the motion were to agree to the 
resolution. 
propriety of directing the Speaker to perform | 
the ministerial duty of notifying the Governor 
of Louisiana of the vacancy. l 

Mr. STEVENSON. 
fact that gentlemen on the other side enjoyed | 
the utmost latitude in the debate yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already so 
stated, and asked the same latitude for the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio, the same liberty. 1 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I shall insist on the ;! 
point of order. : 


Mr. STEVENSON, I shall endeavor to |; 


keep within the line. | 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from | 
lilinois [Mr. Farnswortu] insists on it the 
gentleman from Ohio must confine himself 
withia the appropriate limits of debate. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Then I say that we 
ought not to notify the Governor of Louisiana 
of one vacancy until we have determined how | 
many vacancies there are. I say that the cases 
are substantially alike, and if this House ad- | 
heres to its vote in the Sypher case these seats | 
from Louisiana will all be vaeant. I say, there- | 
fore, this House ought to pause before it sends | 
votice of one vacancy until it sees how many | 
vacancies there are. Why? Because, Mr. | 
Speaker, we ought not to spot the State over | 
with elections to fill vacancies. We ought not | 
to send back one and hold one election in one `i 
month, and another in another month, and | 
another in another month, and another in |! 
another month. We ought not to make a | 
chronic state of excitement and murder in the | 
State of Louisiana. | 

I therefore propose, Mr. Speaker, that this | 
resolution shall go to the sub-Committee of | 
Elections, to be held there until the House shall ; 
have acted in its wisdom, in its infallible wis- | 
dom on all these cases, and then let us know | 
how much territory there is to be covered and : 
protected. How do we know what will be done | 
in any of the other cases? What warrant ` 
have we that the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. || 
Kerr] will not, as he did in this case, argue | 
first that there has been a legal election, and | 
call God to witness, and the next day, under : 
the sanction of his oath, vote that there was || 
no legal election, and then in the same breath || 
tell us there was a legal election? What war- | 
rant have we that the other gentleman from | 


Ohio (Mr. Bryawam] will not come roaring | 
aronnd this side of the House, smashing the i 


But this is a mere question of the || 


I call attention to the || 
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desks of members, with his head on fire, inter- || and thegentlemán from Ohio [Mr. Stevexson ] 


fering against the rights of the loyal black peo- 
ple of the South? What warrant have we that 
the gentleman from the wilderness of the far 
West [Mr. Fircu] will notcome in here, empty 
of all knowledge of the case as the idlest wind 
that blows around his mountain home, and 
decide the case against right and justice? What 
warrant have we in any of these cases? What 


‘| warrant have we that the ‘‘ moral element” of ' 


this side of this House will not make a corrupt | 


bargain with the immoral element of the other 


| side of the House against the right? What 


warrant have we, I say, anywhere here? It is | 
all a sea of uncertainty. Let us await results. | 


Let us wait until we see where we are; and 


again offered it. The Chair ruled, as he would 
rule again, that a resolution of this kind, relat- 
ing to the representation in this House, involves 
a question of privilege. Of course it must be 
disposed of under the rules, and the debate 
must be limited by the rules, and that involves 


: merely the propriety of adopting such a reso- 


lution. AN that relates to the propriety or 
impropriety of making this notification ig in 
order; but everything relating to elections 


: which have heretofore taken place in Louisi- 


' ana, or which may hereafter take place there, 


is certainly not in order. 
Mr. DAWES. I wish to put a single inter- 


' rogatory to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


' then let us do one more thing; let us, before . 
, we send another election to the South, provide - 


for the protection of our loyal friends there. © 


We have by our own laws—and I call the atten- 
tion of the country to the fact—we have by our 


laws forbidden the loyal people of the State of ' 


selves. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I riseto a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 
Mr. BINGHAM. 


ecutive of Louisiana that a vacancy has arisen 
in the representation from that State. That, 
I understand, is the pending resolution. 

Mr. STEVENSON. That is not the mo- 


tion. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What isit,then? I ask 
that the pending resolution be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


rected to inform the Guvernor of the State of Louis- 
iana that there is a vacancy in the representation 


i; from that State, in the first congressional district 
: thereof. 


i, Louisiana to organizea militia to defend them- ‘| 


Mr. BINGHAM. What is the pending 


motion? 

The SPEAKER. The pending motion is 
that the resolution be referred to the special 
Committee of Elections having in charge the 


' election cases from the State of Louisiana. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Then my point of order 
is that it is not in order, upon that resolution 


| and pending that motion, to pursue the line 


of argument which is being pursued by my 
colleague. 


The SPEAKER. That point of order has _ 


already been made by the gentleman from 
Hlinois, 


Mr. Farnsworrs,] and the Chair | 


ti 


I understand that the ;' 
| resolution pending before the House isa reso- | 
lution directing the Speaker to notify the Ex- ; 


STEVENSON. ] 

Mr. STEVENSON. Very well. 

Mr. DAWES. I suppose the gentleman 
from Ohio admits that in consequence of the 
vote of the House yesterday there is a vacancy 
in this district. Now, does it make any differ- 
ence in the constitutional obligations of the 
Governor of Louisiana whatever we may do? 
And if not, then why does he desire to have 


|: this resolution referred to the special Committee 


of Elections? 

Mr. STEVENSON. I willanswer that ques- 
tion. I suppose that the Governor of Louisiana 
has some discretion in the premises. I suppose 
he has the discretion not to call an election in 


' one district to-day, in another district to-mor- 


row, and inan adjoining district the day after 


i to-morrow, so that men may go from one tothe 


other and commit frauds and violence. I sup- 
pose the Governor has some discretion, and I 
propose to give him an opportunity to exercise 
it. [ propose to take advantage of the situa- 


Resolved, That the Speaker of the House be di- | ton here, to take time to repeal the law on our 


statute-book made against Andrew Johnson 


` and his southern allies, but which works against 
: ourselves and the loyal men of the South; that 
i law which prevents the loyal southern people 


' selves. 


from having a lawful militia to defend them- 
I propose to wait until we shall have 


| pyt the people of the South in such a position 
` that either we shall defend them or they may 
i defend themselves. I say thatitis an instance 


of inhuman outrage that this nation shall tie 
the hands of the aint people of the South, 
and yet not defend them. They have no means 
to defend themselves. We send no army to 


|, defend them. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Irise toa point of order. 
Mr. STEVENSON. May I not answer the 


| question of the gentleman from Massachuseits, 


has already admonished the gentleman from | 


Ohio [Mr. Stevenson] that he must confine 
himself within the rule. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I hope the point of order 
will not be insisted upon. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I do not want the time 
of the House taken up in this way. 

The SPEAKER. All matters outside of the 


question of notifying the Governor of Lonisiana | 


of the existence of a vacancy are out of order. 
Mr. STEVENSON. With all due respect, 


I would ask the Chair if it is not in order for |) 


me to discuss the condition of affairs in the 


State of Louisiana and the probable results of ; 


holding an election there now? 

The SPEAKER. 
in order. And the Chair would beg to state, 
moreover, that in his judgment there is no 
necessity whatever for the passage of this reso- 
lution. So far as its operation would go it 
would not affect the matter at all. It would 
be an extraordinary thing for the Speaker of 
the House to make this notification. The Gov- 
ernor of Louisiana would or would not act in 


the premises without any regard to a reso- | 


lution of this kind. Therefore the passage of 
the resolution does not at all involve the ques- 
tion of the discretion of the Governor. 


Mr. KERR. Then 1 desire to witudraw the 
resolution. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Ín- | 


diana [ Mr. Kerr] did withdraw the resolution, || 


It would clearly be not | 


[Mr. Dawes ?]} ; 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may an- 
swer it if it be in order to answer it. That is 
the point which the Chair will determine when 
the point of order has been stated. 

r. BINGHAM. My point of order is that 
the remarks of my colleague [ Mr. STEVENSON ] 
are not germane to the question pending before 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. The gentleman must confine 
himself to the resolution or take his seat. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I would be obliged if 
the Chair would indicate some line, though it 
be slender as a hair, in which I may speak. 

The SPEAKER. It would be very easy for 
the Chair to indicate the line in which the 
gentleman may not speak. He must himself 
indicate the line in which he will speak. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Then, Mr. Speaker, I 
say that this resolution ought to be referred to 


| the committee, because it is the proper com- 


; mittee to consider the resolution. 


It is com- 
osed of gentlemen well known to the House. 
t is composed of a gentleman from the State 

of Ohio, a gentleman from the State of Mis- 

souri, and a gentleman from the State of Indi- 
ana, [Mre Kerr.] I do not think, however, 
there is any danger that the committee will 
involve itself in the extraordinary self-contra- 
dictions which one member of it has com- 
mitted. I think it will do more wisely thar. 
that member did when, as I have said before, 
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he called on Heaven to witness that here was 
a lawful and peaceable election, and then under 
his oath voted that it was not a lawful election, 
and then assured the House that it was a law- 
ful election! I think this committee will hold 
this resolution until we see what this House 
ìn the infinitude of its wisdom and the immac- 
ulate perfection of its judgment shall do on 
the other cases. 
I now call the 
motion to refer. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the resolution 
e laid on the table. 
The motion was agreed to—ayes 88, noes 35. 
Mr. DAWES. I call for the regular order. 


PATENT AND COPYRIGHT LAWS. 


previous question on my 


3 


: one as a test. 
_ the salary of the librarian of the Patent Office. 
_I know no duty imposed on him additional to | 
that imposed on him for the last five years. | 
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bureau. ‘It was all hiswork. The compensa- 
tion there fixed was the compensation fixed by 
him in conformity to law. 

Unless I have some evidence that the effi- 
ciency of the service will suffer I cannot myself 
consent to this raising of salaries. I take this 
Here is a proposition to raise 


April 21, 


out- to stay there and be educated up to the 
standard of a principal examiner the etliciency 
of the office will be decreased. The effect of 
the amendment is to strengthen this Patent 
Office in this portion of its staff of officers. it 
only adds to the expense of the office $4,400 
a year. 

In regard to the examiner in charge of the 
interferences, it increases his salary $500. in 


` While I should like to see every officer paid as | 


well as he ought to be, and, if the condition of 


u the Treasury would permit, liberal salaries, if 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour now ` 


begins, and the House resumes the considera- 


tion of the bill (H. R. No. 1714) to revise, 
Consolidate, and amend the statutes relating - 


to patents and copyrights, reported from the 


Ommittee on Patents. The question is upon . 
the motion of the gentleman from New Jersey | 


(Mr. CreveLanp] to strike outsection seventy, 
which will be read by the Clerk. - 
The Clerk read as follows: 


On all patents hereafter granted there shall be 
paid the following additional fees, namely: at or 


efore the expiration of the term of seven years : 


from the date of the patent the sum of twenty-five 
glars, and at or before the expiration of the term 
of twelve years from the date of the patent the fur- 


ther sum of fifty dollars, and in default of the pay- ` ' 


1 


1 


Ment of either of the sams aforesaid, within the `: 
Periods aforesaid, the said patent shall be forfeited, ` 


and the invention so patented become public prop- |: 


erty. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman who 
8 charge of this bill desire the question shall 
now be put upon the amendment which has 
Just been read ? 


Mr. STEVENS. I propose that the vote | 


upon the amendments be reserved until after 


setts, (Mr. Dawss. } 

Mr. DAWES. I move to amend by striking 
Outin section four, lines eighteen and nineteen, 
the words “twenty-five hundred”? and inserting 

eighteen hundred,” so as to provide that the 
salary of the librarian of the Patent Office 
shall be $1,800, as now fixed by law, instead 
of $2,500, as. proposed in the bill... There 
are in this section several provisions inereas- 
ing salaries. to whieh I feel compelled: to call 
the attention of the. House. This bill, the 
main features of whieh I like very. much, pro- 
poses the same corps of cfficers provided for 
hn the legislative appropriation bill, which 

as already been passed by the House. In 
that bill we fixed t 
I Propose that the salaries. provided .for in 
present hill shall correspond with those 
already fixed in the appropriation bill. The 
Organization and compensation of this -corps 
of officers, as already sanctioned by the House, 
are in accordance with the: proposition made 
to the Committee on Appropriations by the 

Ommissioner himself. In other: words, the 
amendments I propose to offer to this bill will 
tuake this corps of officers and their compen- 
sation conform. to the recommendation of the 

Ommissioner of Patents, as submitted to our 


committee. ` 
When the legislative appropriation bill was 
efore the House I had occasion to remark that 
the Commissioner of Patents had codperated 
with the Committee on Appropriations in an 
effort to reduce the expenditures of this bureau 
‘0 the extent of $30,000. Notwithstanding the 
ureau is more than self-sustaining, in other 
words, receives and puts into the Treasury 
annually one or two hundred thousand dollars 
More than it takes out, the Commissioner of 
, tents informed the Committee on Appropria« 
tions that if he could be permitted to rearrange 
and reorganize his bureau himself he would 
Save the Government more than $30,000 in the 
-Aunual expenses; and would, in’ his opinion, 
*outribute very much te the efficiency of the 


the House of Representatives shall be induced 
to raise thesalary of the librarian of the Patent 
Office $700 there is an end to all effort to keep 
down the salaries of other officers. If this 
salary be raised, every other man willcome here 
and ask that his salary shall also be raised. 
As efficient officers in other bureaus who are 
as poorly paid will come here and ask that 
their salaries shall be increased alongside with 
the librarian. ‘There will be no end to it, and 
we will go down before the country because 


i we have gone into a general system of raising 


salaries. I hope the House will sustain the 
Commissioner of Patents, as well as the Com- 


mittee on Patents, to keep the salary where it | 


is, at $1,800. That is all I desire to say. 


Mr. JENCKES, Has the hour of the gen- ; 
- gress of inventions everywhere and the works 


tleman from New Hampshire expired? 
The SPEAKER. It has. 


floor in my own right. 


question; for unless he does, if he occupies 
the floor, the morning hour will expire before 


! his hour is up and the bill will go over until ' 


next week. 


Mr. JENCKES. If there be no other 


e $ dment to be offered I wi le for the `: 
e previous question has been seconded.. J | aiir ae a ay CORE 


now yield to the gentleman from Massaçhu- | 


previous question. 


The SPEAKER. The question will be first ' 
/on the amendment of the 


Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes. J. 


Mr. STEVE 


` Mr. DAWES. F think the House should 
pass separately on these amendments in refer- 
ence to salaries. I should like to have them 
disposed of as wego along. ` ; 
The question recurred on Mr. Dawks’s 


amendment, ahd there were—ayes 48, noes || 


22; no quorum voting. 
The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 


tellers; and appointed Mr. Dawgs and Mr. | 
| JENCKES. 
e salaries of those officers. || 


Mr. JENCKES. I désire to make some 


i remarks in reply to thé gentleman from Mas- |. 


sachusetts. 

Mr. DAWES. I retain the floor, and yield 
to the gentleman from Rhode Island. 

Mr. JENCKES. Mr. Speaker, I desire the 
House to understand distinctly this provision 
of the bill proposes to increase the salaries of 
one class of officers and an individual in the 
Patent Office.. The class of officers whose 
salaries are proposed to be increased are the 
first assistant examiners. The salaries are 
now as follows: principal examiners, $3,500; 
first assistant examiners, $1,800; and second 
assistant examiners, $1,600. It is proposed 
to increase the salary of the first assistant 
examiners to $2,000, so as to have a more 


- proportional gradation between these three 


officers. In consequence of the low salary of 
the first assistant examiner now, as soon as a 
man gets fit for the place, educated for it, he 
looks round to see what he can do better out- 
side of the office, and itis not long before he 
gets a better place. The effeet of the increase 
will be that he will look to be promoted to 
principal examiner in time. If he has a sal- 
ary of $2,000 he will: be more willing to stay 
there. From the grade of first assistant ex- 
aminers come those who are to be principal 
examiners, and unless an inducement is held | 


Mr. JENCKES. I wish now to have the | 
I rise to close debate. | 
' The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman rises to || 

close debate he had better call the previous 


entleman from | 


AR It was the understanding | 
that the amendments should be reserved, to be |. 
| voted on together. 


i! man’s argument is quite fair. 


|| the Committee on Appropriations. 


addition to the skill required for this position, 
he is also required to be versed in the law to 
decide these cases ; for these are almost all—I 
may say all, in fact—litigated cases; and his 
business is to collate and prepare the evidence, 
and present a report for the decision of the 
‘Commissioner. lt therefore seemed fair, in 
order to get the proper grade of talent in this 
office, to increase the salary to a point which 
would obtain the services of a competent law- 
yer as well as acompetent mechanician and 
chemist. 

As regards the librarian, his case seems 
to me more meritorious even than the other. 
| The gentleman asks if he has greater duties 
than in previous years. He has this great 
| additional duty which I wish the House to 
understand; he has to become acquainted 
with all the scientific works published in all 
'} parts of the world; he must be master of all 
modern languages; he must know the pro- 


which describe them, and be able to select from 
all the books published those most useful for 
the library. The Commissioner cannot do it. 
This is a matter in charge of the librarian, 
and of him alone; and I say that it requires 
' a man of great skill and judgment to discharge 
such a duty—such a man as it is not fair to 
class with a fourth-class clerk. The gentle- 
man now in charge of the library, which is 
'| the best scientific library in the world, has to 
eke out his subsistence by getting fees for trans- 
i: acting business in the office, looking up cases, 
and giving his services to individuals. We 
think that we ought to have his whole services 
i: for the public; and if he has this increase we 
can secure them. 

The whole amount of this increase of sala- 
|: ries of officers is but $5,600. ‘The proposition 
: does not interfere with the salaries of officers 
| of corresponding gradesin other Departments. 
i It will not disturb the harmony of any other 
| Department, and itadds to the harmony and 
symmetry of this Department. And ‘with 
increased efficiency in the Department there 
` will be increased fees, and I have no doubt the 
; Office will receive ten times as mach as will 
pay for this increase of salaries. - I trust that 
| the amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 
: chusetts [Mr. Dawes] will not prevail: 

i Mr. DAWES. Task the House to adopt a 
|; principle in reference to this matter. I know 
l: that with reference to any efficient officer it is 
, easy to argue forcibly before the House that 
| his ability and efficiency entitle him to higher 
i| pay. But I want the House to understand with 
| reference to this offieer—— ~ 

Mr. JENCKES. Ifthe gentleman will allow 
me to interrupt him, E would say that that is 
| not my argument. What I contend is that you 
: cannot get a competent man for this position 
: for a less salary than that proposed in the bill. 
i; Mr. DAWES. I want the House to under- 
i stand two things. The first is that my amend- 
‘ment brings the matter to where it is by law 
$ now. The otherthing whichI wish the House 
to understand is that the Commissioner of 
|| Patents came before the Committee on Appro- 
i| priations when they were making appropria- 
| tions for this office and fixed his-corps and 


| their compensation to suit himself; and he 


|: never indicated any necessity for what is now 
|, proposed. 


Under those circumstances—— 
| Mr. JENCKES. I do not think the gentle- 
The Commis- 
: sioner of Patents could not bring the question 
| of the reorganization of his Department before 
But before 


| the Committee on Patents, which had the sub- 


1870. 


‘ect in charge, he did state that he thought it | 
aee to have these salaries increased, and | 
he gave hisreasons, some of which I have stated | 
to the House. Aca 
Mr. DAWES. I think he might just as well 
have stated those reasons to the Committee on 
Appropriations. What the gentleman from 
Rhode Island has etated may be the explana- 
tion of it. But the statement of the Commis- 
sioner to the Committee on Appropriations 
was this: “ Let me reorganize my oltice myself, 
and I will save $30,000 a year.’’ Our answer 
was, “ Let us see you do it.” Accordingly he 
brought in his plan, and we incorporated it in 
totidem verbis into the bill, and it has received 
the approbation of this House. In respect to 
this particular officer, the salary is just what 
he has had for very many years—for aught I 
know, as long as the office has existed—and 
this is the first time I have ever heard a com- 
plaint in reference to it. Under these circum- 
stances, to add $700 to the compensation of 
this officer is to proclaim to every man in the 
public service that he has a right, if it can be 
stated that he has been faithful and efficient, 
to come here and ask to have his compensation 
made greater. I hope that on this amendment 
the decision wi!l not be such as to indicate to | 
the country that we are disposed to raise the 
salaries of public officers, and I ask a vote ‘| 
upon it, i 
Mr. PETERS. Does the gentleman from | 
Massachusetts [ Mr. Dawes] propose to have a | 


ii 


vote taken covering all his amendments to- 
gether? 

Mr. DAWES. I propose to ask a vote on 
this one separately. The argument for each 
of the amendments rests on its own merits. 

Mr. PETERS. I feel compelled, although I 
am very loth to ask an increase of any salary, 
to say a word in behalf of the librarian of the 
Patent Office, in response to the remark of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Dawes, ] 
that this is a new question. I was a member 
of the Committee on Patents in the last Con- 
gress, and there was a bill introduced to-in- 
crease the pay of thisofficer. The committee 
favored it, but they never had an opportunity ` 
to report it. There were other applications 
for increase of salaries in the same bureau, 
and from the Commissioner down they all | 
seemed to agree.that if no other party had an | 
increase of one dollar the librarian ought to | 
have it. There seemed to be a unity of senti- 
ment, that if there was a single person con- 
nected with the bareau who should have any 
additional compensation it was this party who | 
had to be a linguist, who had to understand 
the European languages, who had all the duties i 
to perform that he could discharge from morn- |) 
ing till night, and who was living upon this 
salary of $1,800. Now, with my impressions ; 
about this matter I should feel much more ` 
willing to increase the salary of this literary 
gentleman, who occupies this position, than [ . 
would to increase the salaries of the examiners; 
and perhaps the gentleman from Rhode Island 
(Mr. Jenckes] may be willing, if he can get no 
more, to take this pittance of increase in this 
case. I can assure the House, having been 
upon the Committee on Patents and having | 
had some associations with this bureau, that | 
there is, in my opinion, much more reason for | 
an increase of this salary than there is for an ; 
inerease of the others. 

Mr. DAWES. If I am ever at the head of | 
a bureau the first thing I will do will be to re- ' 
tain the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Perens. ] ' 
He can make just as good a speech for one as | 
for another, and I will employ him just as cer- | 
tainly as I ever get to be the head of a bureau | 
of any sort. Now, all I have to say in reply | 
te my friend's speech is that the Commissioner | 
of Patents who asked for this increase is the | 
present Commissioner. That is enough for | 
me, and the gentleman from Maine knows all | 
the difference between the present Commis- | 
sioner and the past. I have no doubt but what 
the past Commissioner thought that all the || 


salaries in hia bureau ought to be raised. He 
had an idea that he was a member of the Cab- 
inet; he had an idea that his salary ought to 
be the same as that of the President of the 


' United States, and so far as the administration 


of the office was concerned, as regarded its 
revenues, one might infer from the results that 


pretty much all of them had similar ideas, for !' 


a surplus fund of $450,000, which had been 
increasing for years, under the late adminis- 
tration sunk to almost nothing, and it was 
only saved by the last Congress by being cov- 
ered into the Treasury, and Congress proposed, 
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The SPEAKER. If no objection is made 
the amendment will be considered as pending. 

No objection was made, and the amendment 
was received. 


Mr. KERR. Idesire to move an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JENCKES. I will hear it read. 

Mr. KERR. T desire to move to add the 


` following to section thirty-four of this bill: 


And provided further, That no obligation of tho 
kind mentioned in the foregoing proviso shall bo 
refiled or revived forthe purpose of interfering with 
existing patents; and patents hereafter granted on 


: euch application shalt not be held in any event to 


instead of letting them receive it and pay it _ 
out without accounting to the Treasary, that 


they would take cognizance of it. 
T have only to say further that apon all prop- 


: Maine. Itis proposed to give this librarian 


the same salary as the Librarian of Congress 


| has had, with all his responsible duties and all 


his accomplishments ; as he has to-day and as 


impair or supersede any existing patent. 


Mr. JENCKES. I cannot permit thatamend- 
ment to be offered; itis contrary to the prin- 


1; A l _ ciple ofthe whole revision. 
ositions to raise salaries you can make justthe | 
same argument as that made by my friend from | 


he would have in future were it not for the | 


to take them all seriatim and urge an increase 
of their salaries with his accustomed ability 
and his winning words? 
Mr. PETERS. No, I stop here. 
Mr. DAWES. Ah, my friend has promised 


` to stop a great many times when he has been 


after the Committee on Appropriations, and I 
have no doubt he means it when he says it ; but 


. with all due respect to him, when a question of 


this kind comes up he has a faculty of forget- 
ting his promises. I trust the House will allow 
this salary to remain as it now is. 


House divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 
72, noes 43. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I now move to amend the 
clause in relation to the salary of first assist- 
ant examiners by striking out “$2,000” and 


; inserting ‘‘ $1,800.” 


The amendment was agreed tọ. 


Mr. DAWES. I also move to amend the 
clause in relation to the compensation of the 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 
of the gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. 
JENCKES| what is meant by ‘‘ purchasing 
clerk,” who is provided for by this bill? What 


i are the duties of the purchasing clerk? I 


believe there is no such officer under the pres: 
ent law. 

Mr. JENCKES. He is provided -for in the 
appropriation bill of this year. He is the clerk 
of the Commissioner. : . 

Mr. BENJAMIN. What duty does the gen- 
tleman propose to assign that officer uuder this 


bill? 
Mr. JENCKES. The duty assigned to him 
by the law creating the office. . : 
Mr. BENJAMIN. What does he purchase? 


Mr. JENCKES. The oppi for the office. |; 


Heruns about to this and that store and brings 
samples and things of thatkind. Itis an officer 
already known to the law; nothing new. 

Mr. POLAND. The eleventh section of 
this bill provides that ‘‘in case of the death, 
resignation, absence, or sickness of the Com- 
missioner, his duties shall devolve upon the 
assistant commissioner until a successor shall 
be appointed or such absence or sickness shall 
cease.’’ I desire to move to amend the sec- 
tion by adding to it the following: 


And while such assistant, commissioner shall 86 


perform the duties of Commissioner he shall receive 
the same compensation as the Commissioner. - 


Mr. JENCKES. I am willing that the 
amendment shall be voted on. 


I would like to inquire | 5 it the following : 


| 


: action of my eloquent friend from Maine yes- , 

terday in urging the raising of his salary m 
- and making jast the same speech in his behalf |; 
that he has made to-day in behalf of this libra- , 
1, Tian. Does the gentleman from Maine propose 


: examinerin charge of interferences by striking 
_ out ‘‘ $3,000’ and inserting ‘ $2,600." ... i 


|| ing law. o 
; . «Mr. SARGENT. The only effect of passing 
The tellers then resumed their places. The | 4 statute is to alter some predxisting law. If 


' the gentleman will allow me three minutes | 


Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
permit me to move an amendment, striking 
out the words “one assistant commissioner,’ 
in section two of this act. 

Mr. JENCKES. I çannot; that officer is 
provided for by the appropriation ‘bill of this 


year. 
Mr. SARGENT. Idesire to offer an amend- 


ent. 

Mr. JENCKES. Iwill hear it read. 

Mr. SARGENT. I desireto moveto amend 
section ten, prescribing the duties of the 
examiners-in-chief, by striking out the words, 
“when required by the Commissioner they 
shall hear and report upon claims for exten- 
sions, and perform ‘such other like duties as 
he may assign them,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: i 


In connection with the Commissioner they shall 
hear and determine upon claims for extensions, 
andshall perform such other like duties as may be 
assigned to them. 


Mr. JENCKES. That will change the exist- 


It 


will explain the amendment. E 
Mr. JENCKES. I am wiiling that it shall 
be congidered as pending. 
Mr. SARGENT. Let me have one minute 
to explain it. see . X 
Mr. JENCKES. After the, preyious ques- 
tion has been ordered. 
_ Mr. SARGENT. Very well. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
to offer an amendment. 
Mr. JENCKES. What is it? Let it be read, 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
to move to amend section thirty-four by adding 


I desire 


And mere lapse of time before renewing or filing 
anew appligation, where a former application has 
been improperly or erroneousty rejected, shall not 
be considered an abandonment in any application 
made before the passage of this act, 

Mr. JENCKES. -If I should admit that 
amendment I should be obliged in fairness to 
admit also the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Kerer. ] 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Let it be 


pending. 

Mr. JENCKES. If I admit one I must 
admit the other also. And the one is directly 
opposed ‘to the other. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Let it be 


offered. ` 

‘Mr. JENCKES. Very well; I will permit 
both amendments to be offered and consid- 
ered as pending: i 

Mr. HOLMAN. I was denied the oppor- 
tunity to offer an amendment. , 

Mr: JENCKES. Iwill permit the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Horman] to offer his 
amendment, as I do not desire to exclude 
amendments. : 

The SPEAKER. ‘Then the three amend- 
ments of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Burren] and the two gentlemen from 
Indiana [Mr. Kerr and Mr. Horman] will be 
considered as pending by unanimous consent. 

-No objection was made; and the amends 
ments were accordingly received. 
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Mr. JENCKES. I now submit. several 
amendments, which are mostly verbal and need 
not be read, except one, to insert in the bill 
the following provision: 

Authors may reserve the right to dramatize and 
translate their own works, 

Mr. MAYNARD. I ask the gentleman 
having charge of this bill whether he will per- 
mit me to offer an amendment prohibiting the 
importation of goods from abroad with coun- 
terfeit or simulated trade-marks? 

Mr. J ENCKES. Thatisa matter forthe Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. It does not relate 
to the jurisdiction of the courts, but to the 
duties of the collectors of customs. Such a 
provision could not appropriately be inserted 
in this bill. I call for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. JENCKES. I now yield three minutes 
to the gentleman from California, [Mr. Sar- 
GENT. 

M SARGENT. I rise for the purpose of 
explaining the amendment I have offered. 
The effect of that amendment will be to con- 
stitute a board composed of the examiners-in- 
chief and the Commissioner to decide upon;; 
that very important class of cases which are 
called “ extensions.” Iam unwilling, for one, | 
that these very important questions shall be |, 
subject to the decisions of a single individual, 
with the, as I think, rather inadequate means 
provided in the bill for appeals, affording, it 
seems to me, no effectual protection to the 
persons who may be injured by improvident 
extensions. Great pecuniary interests are in- 
volved very often in extension cases. 

With few of the forms of a court, with ready 
access of those who would not scruple to use 
political or worse influences to the single officer 
provided by this bill, the innovation that shuts || 
off other judgment than that of the Commis: | 
sioner is dangerous and ill-judged. By this 
change I think you would make the opportunity `! 
and temptation to wrong and corruption entirely | 
too great. This criticism will apply to the bill : 
generally. As drawn, it will have the effect— || 
I will not say that such is the design—to increase |i 
the power and importance of the Commissioner | 
of Patents, while decreasing that of the exam- | 

| 
| 
| 


iners-in-chief and other officers upon whom | 
heretofore delicate duties have been devolved, | 
and among whom responsibility has-been | 
shared. For instance, | find that on page 2 
of the bill it is provided that a very large num- | 
ber of officers shall be appointed by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior upon the nomination of the |; 
Commissioner himself. Suppose they are of 
different politics ; suppose they do not agree; | 
then i*^ seems to me the power is held in the 
hands of this Commissioner. Further on we 
find a provision for an assistant commissioner, 
to be appointed upon like nomination. This 
officer comes in between the Commissioner and 
the examiners-in-chief, who are to be men of 
legal knowledge and scientific ability : he takes 
the place of the oldest one of these, and may 
become the mere instrament of the Commis- 
sioner. a , | 
I suppose it is true that our Commissioners 
of Patents have always been fair, honest, and 
honorable men, without interest in patents com- 
ing before them, with hands unstained by bribes 
men above suspicion in every respect. I will 
assume that to betrue. Yet, I cannot ignore 
the fact, which I believe is generally known in 
the House and the country, that whispers of 
the opposite character have gone forth; that 
. there have been suspicions that some men who 
have arcuni that position have not been above 
availing themselves of the opportunity given 


| hold this vast interest in his hands. 
, way the bill is calculated to enlarge his power, | 


them by the great discretion and power lodged 
in their hands to increase their private fortunes 
at the expense of those who had applications 
pending before them. I am willing to believe 
that these were mere slanders, such slanders 
as attach almost inevitably to men who are 
placed in positions of trust under the Govern- 
ment. But Į am unwilling that we shall by 
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this bill extend the opportunity for such a state 
of things. Instead of having as proposed in 
the bill, a mere report made’ by these examin- 
ers-in-chief, I think their determination should 
have the effect of a judgment, from which there 
may be an appeal to the Commissioner. 


In this bill the word “determine” is struck ! 


out, and the word ‘‘report’’ inserted ; so that, 


| unless some such amendment as I propose be | 


adopted, these examiners-in-chief, persons of 


- competent legal knowledge and scientific abil- 
; ity, who have heretofore exercised independent 
jurisdiction in this matter, will be made mere 


clerks reporting to the Commissioner who will 
In this 


while decreasing that of those who have here- 
tofore shared it with him. 
Mr. JENCKES. I now yield three minutes 
to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Horman. ] 
Mr. HOLMAN. 


the attendance was very full, adopted without 
a division a resolution declaring against any 


| increase in the number of publicoftficers. This |, 
ii bill proposes to increase the corps of officers 


in the Patent Office by adding an assistant 


commissioner with a salary of $3,000. I sub- | 
mit in the first place to the House that being | 


true toitself, after having declared that this in- 


| crease shall not behad, I insist there shall be 


no mcrease in this office, and that this $3,000 
a year shall not be paid out of the Treasury. 
I submit to thesuperior information of the gen- 
tleman from Rhode Island and other members 


on this floor in relation to the Patent Office; | 


but I submit there is not an outsider in the 
country who can see the least necessity for this 
increase in the number of these officers. 


Mr. JENCKES. The gentleman is mistaken. | 


Tt does not increase the number of officers, but 
substitutes one for another. It is already 


| provided for in the appropriation bill, and to 


strike it out will be to repeal the adjustment 
provided for by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

ie BOLMAN, What officers are dispensed 
with ? i 

Mr. JENCKES. The superintendent of the 
annual report, and the assistant commissioner 
is created. That is all of it. It makes no 
change. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
officers dispensed with ? 


_ Mr. JENCKES. A little more than the | 
; Increase by this assistant commissioner. 


Mr. HOLMAN. More than $3,000 ? . 
Mr. JENCKES. That matter was fully dis- 
cussed on the appropriation bill, and was 
adopted because it was a saving in this office. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is the gentleman certain 
that with this increase made in the form of an 
assistant commissioner these other officers will 
not be restored ? i 
-< Mr. JENCKES. The provision of law cre- 
ating them is repealed by this biil. ' 

Mr. HOLMAN. 


appropriation bill. 

Mr. JENCKES. The gentleman from In- 
diana will do the Committee on Patents the 
justice of recognizing that they have done all 
they can to provide against reappointment, be- 
cause they have repealed the law authorizing 
their reappointment. a 

Mr. HOLMAN. linsist that this increase 
PED not occur, because there is no necessity 

or it. 

Mr. JENCKES. If the gentleman strikes 
out this provision and inserts the other officers 
that would be an increase. He is wrong in his 

remises. I now yield to the gentleman from 
assachusetts for five minutes. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, the amendment I have proposed is 
this—it comes in after section thirty-four, in 
these words: ‘that the mere lapse of time 


where.a patent has been erroneously and im- | 


properly refused by the Patent Office shall not 


I only wish to say that | 
during the present session this House, when | 


What is the salary of the |! 


I know; but they may |; 
be revived next year by appropriation in the |: 


| be deemed an abandonment.” Let me explain, 
An inventorinvents a new and useful machine, 
The Patent Office decides that machine is 
neither new nor useful. ; He yields to that 
decision as a law-abiding citizen and goes away. 
Years afterward it turns out to be useful, and 
another patents that machine. Now, the pat- 
ent should not be good in the hands of the man 
who thus patents it; and the man who has 
invented it should not be deprived ofit. Ibis 
| & grievous wrong to deprive him of it. i 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Irisa question for 
the decision of the courts. i 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. It is not 
a case of interference. They say it is neither 
new nor useful. He goes away and leaves it. 
Years afterward some person gets a patent for 
the same thing, the previous decision of the 
Commissioner being wrong. When the man 
himself goes for a patent they say he haa lost 
his right by lapse of time. I say that a man 
driven out of court does not abandon his case, 
| A man driven out of the Patent Office does not 
; abandon his case. I do not see any wrong in 
providing in this bill that mere lapse of time, 
|| where the party’s application has been erron- 
| eously rejected or improperly rejected, shall no 
operate as an abandonment. He can abandon 
it in other ways. Ifhe goes to work and puts 
it to public use, or does many things showing 
abandonment, I agree he can abandon it; but 
the mere fact of lapse of time because of an 
erroneous rejectment should not be considered 
|| as an abandonment. 

;| Mr. JENCKES. I now yield to the gentle- 
man from New Jersey. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Mr. Speaker, upon the 
proposition I made yesterday to strike out 
: Section seventy of this bill, it being a new 
proposition, a change in the patent laws, requir- 
ing the payment of additional fees, say of 
twenty-five dollars at the end of seven years 
and of fifty dollars at the end of twelve years, 
I desire to say in addition to what I said yester- 
day that the additional fees are unnecessary ; 
they are not called for upon any principle of 
public policy; they are not needed for any 
additional protection granted to the inventor— 
none is granted to him; they are not needed 
to sustain and pay the necessary expenses of 
the department, for that now receives a sur- 
plus of over two hundred thousand dollars per 
annum above the present expenses, and there 
ij ig now in the Patent Office fund a nei surplue 
: of over half a million dollars. It is proposed 
i! by section seventy of this bill to increase the 
revenues of the department, at the present rate 
of patent issues, after seven years, nearly four 
hundred thousand dollars, and after twelve 
years of more than half a million more, making 
after the twelve years an increase iu the reve- 
nue.of more than nine hundred thousand dol- 
lars as a tax upon the inventors of the country 
because they are inventors. 

Task the Clerk to read extracts from the last 
; report of the Commissioner of Patents. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“The Patent Office earns all the money which it 
expends or proposes to expend; and as the invent- 
; ors give, in the forin of useful invention, quite as 
i much as they receive by way of protection: as they 
are, moreover, taxed as citizens, as manufacturers, 
and as vendors of their patents and inventions, it 
would seem to be unjust to tax them again in the 
form of additional fees for the support of the Gov- 
ernment or the payment of the national debt. 

‘The patentce docs not pay these fees as a com- 
pensation for the exclusive privilege which he re- 
ceives. Lor that he makes a full disclosure of his 
invention for the future benefit of the nation. The 
foes are intended solely to pay the necessary expenses 
incurred in the examination of the invention and in 
the issue of the patent. In all other countries the 
fund derived from the patent fees is applied to the 
advancement of science. The fees which are paid in 
this country are less than in any other, but if they are 
more than is needed for the expenses of the Patent 
Office as at present organized, it is but fair either 
that the feo should be reduced or that the balance 
should be employed in such increase of the force of 
the office, or in providing such publications and 
appliances as may increase the ease, thoroughness, 


|| and efficiency of the work of examination.’ 
». Mr. CLEVELAND. Mr. Speaker, I pro- 
i test against making the inventive genius of the 


revenue under. the pre- 
We have no power to do 
that. That provision of the Constitution au- 
thorizing Congress to ‘promote the progress 
of science and useful arts” gives no power to 
Congress to impose a tax for revenue upon 
such persons as may desire the protection of 
Congress; on the comtrary, the provision is 
restrictive, and I am confident grants no power 
to demand fees in greater amount than may 
be absolutely necessary to pay the reasonable 
expenses of the Government 1n maintaining a 
department for that purpose. — : 

The Government has been ingenious and 
persevering in seeking out every possible source 
of revenue, in devising unheard-of taxes, and 
no article that has a tangible existence has 
escaped its penetration, and this bill now pro- 


country a source of: 
tense of protection. 


oses to tax the very thoughts that enter the 
mind of the poor inventor, if he shall have the | 


audacity to place them upon paper or in a 
model and claim them as his own. 
of that provision in the Constitution under 
which the patent laws have been enacted is 
plain; it is to promote and encourage arts and 


manufactures in this country ; but section sev- | 


enty of this bill proposes to stifle and smother 
the efforts of any uneasy genius who proposes 
to benefit himself and his country by produc- 
ing a new manufacture, or simplifying existing 

rocesses, or inventing labor-saving machines. 
Peach the suggestion here and elsewhere that 
a large portion of these people are but dream- 
ers and enthusiasts and their patents useless, 
and as well abandoned after the first seven 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, these poor dreamers are the 
real benefactors of mankind and the greatest 
promoters of civilization in the world, and this 
country especially owes them a debt of grati- 
tude it has not the power to pay; yet by sec- 
tion seventy of this bill the powerful hand of 
this great Government is made to seize hold 
of them at the end of seven years as it would 
seize a culprit, and it threatens to- crush out 
their ambition, to destroy their prospects, to 
put out the lamp of genius they have so. long 
been straggling to keep burning, to hide from 
them the path in which they have been encour- 
aged by the Government itself to pursue suc- 
cess till they have grown foot- sore and weary, 
to destroy the very land-marks by which they 
have traveled so far, and to cast the culprits 
aside in darkness, destitution, and despair, 
ruined in all their hopes of comfort and happi- 
ness, unlesssome doubting friend can be found, 
who has not yet loaned them more money than 
he ever expects to get back, who will come 
forward on the last day and pay the ransom 
demanded by the Government, before it will 
let go its hold. 

If apoor mechanic has been fortunate enough 
to secure funds to enable him to pay the original 
fees, amounting to $115, and secure his patent, 
and has pursued his labors during the first 
seven years of trial, anxiety, and disappoint- 
ment of every kind, living almost upon faith 
and hope and the charity of his friends, about 
to bring his labors to a close, he sees clearly 
the demonstration of his plans; that a little 
more time will enable him to make: manifest 
to capitalists, and that will turn the finger of 
scorn so long pointed at him as to one of these 
dreamers, and that will raise him to enjoy the 
comforts and luxuries of life possibly, and show 
himself as one of the advance guard in the 
rapid march of human progress. Just at this 
point the deep shadow of this Government 
enters his little workshop. He looks up and 
the demand is made upon him for money, more 
money; revenue is demanded, and the poor, 
bewildered mechanic, crying out that surely 
the seven years cannot have passed so soon, 
he fumbles over his well-worn tools, he moves 
about the models and pieces of machinery, he 
pulls ont the old worn drawer of his lathe—and 
it contains a little of everything, plans, draw- 
ings, the evidence of sleepless nights, of anx- 


The object | 


y 


ieties no man can teli, of family sufferings, of 
children’s want, of the jibes and sneers of 
| friends and neighbors—it contains all these ; 
| bat nowhere in his little workshop is there any 


the Government not to destroy his labors, to 


| 
| 


| money to be found, and he turns to plead with ; 


i 


` give him another year or another month; but ` 


` the Government, this benevolent Government. 
| the best Government on earth, by this section .; 
|| is impelled rudely and forcibly to grasp the | 
l! models, plans, drawings, and hopes of the poor 
mechanic in its mighty power and scatter them |; 


to the four quarters of the globe! 

I ask this House to save the Government 
from being compelled by this section of this 
i bill to become such a monster, save it from 
| such a humiliating position. 
to strike out of this bill the provision calling 
for additional fees, and not to tax a poor 
inventor for having dared to procure a patent 
for his invention, but rather to take him by 
the hand and assist him and encourage him in 
his thankless labor. 

In order that we may fully understand the 


| 
| 
i 


I ask this House ‘į 


financial condition of the Patent Office and 
how unnecessary it is to impose these addi- 
tional fees, I shall append to my remarks a 
statement showing the receipts and expend- 
itures of the Department since 1837, and its 


© actual condition on the Ist of Janaury last: 


Statement of money received during the year 1869. 
, Amount received for applications, cav- 


eats, &e....... EET E ETOS $632,700 65 

i Amount received for copies and for re- 
| Gording aSSiGAMeNts...........ccsreeccerceserees 60,445 16 
$693,145 8I 


! 
' Statement of expenditures from the Patent Office fund 
i for 1869. 

' Cash paid for salaries and for miscellaneous and con~ 
tingent EXpen8eS...sessse seereereesosesrersesesese $486,430 74 


, Amount to the credit of the patent fund January 
> 1889... ceecccsrereneeesesccesencessecncnts teneeases ene $324,330 57 


Excess of receipts over expenditures dur- 


essee $531,045 64 


| ing the year 1869...........--ss008 secseceseee 200,715 OF 
. Leaving # balance on the Ist of January, 

FS OF cc svvvnessasstacedaecascieadsdecnsidcduevasi 

| 


Statement showing the business of the Patent Office for thirty-three years, from 1837 to 1869, 


inclusive. 
Applica- | Caveats Patents Cash Cash | 
Years, tions filed. filed. issued. received. expended. į; 
| s 435 | $29,289 08 | $33,506 98 | 
- 520 | 4212354 | 37.402 10 
- 425 | 37,260 00 34.543 51 
473 38,056 51 39,020 67 | 
i 312 495 40,413 01 52,666 87 3 
l 301 517 36,505 6: 31,241 48 ; 
815 53h 35,315 81 | 380,776 9% | 
i 880 502 425090 26 ' 86.244 73 
i 452 502 51,076 14 39,895 65 
| 448 619 50,264.16 46,158 71 
: 53 572 63,111 19 41,878 35 
697 660 67,576 69 58,005 84 
505 i 1,070 80,752 78 77,716 44: 
: _ 602 995 86,927 05 80,100 95 
T69 869 95,738 61 86.910 63 | 
996 1,020 112,656 2 95.916 91 
901. 958 121,527 45 132,869 53 | 
868 1,902 j 163,789 84 167,146 32 ; 
906 2,024 | 216,459 35 179,540 32 | 
1,024 2502 | 192,588 02 499,982 02 | 
1,010 2.910 196,182 01 211,582 09 | 
~ 943 : 3,710 203,716 16 193,103 74 | 
1,097 4,538 245,942 15 210,278 J1 ; 
1,084 | 4819 256,352 59 ' 252,820 £0 1 
1o70 io 3,340 137,354 44 221491 91 
| 824 i 3,521 215,754 99 182,810 39 3 
787 4,170 + 195,598 29 189,414 14 
1,083 5,020 240.919 98 229,808 on} 
1,937 6,616 | 348,701 84 274,199 34 } 
2,723 9,450 | 495,665 38 361,724 25 | 
3,597 13,015 616,581 92 639,203 3: 
3,705 13,387 681,565 86 628,679 T7 ! 
3,624 13,986 693,145 81 | 486,430 T8 i 
4 


Mr. JENCKES. I now yield to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania for seven minutes. 

Mr. MYERS. Ihave listened attentively to 
my friend from New Jersey, and I agree with 
him in the general. Iam not in favor of this 
provision of the bill. What he said in favor 
of inventors ‘is true. 
House can do which is too much to compensate 


glory of this country, and of whose labors and 


argument may have some weight with his col- 
league on that side of the House from Indiana, 


various branches of art to discharge that duty, 


and the necessary examiners to aid the Com- 
missioner, and that these men shall be prop- 
erly paid, I hope the appeal will prove of 


that there shall be an assistant commissioner 


There is nothing this || 
the men whose inventive genius makes the | 


success we are proud at all times to boast. | 
And in that connection I hope the gentleman’s 


(Mr. Hotman.] We know these inventors pay |; 
$200,000 surplus yearly above expenses to the 
Patent Office fund. And when we come here | 
and ask that the products of their minds, the | 
results of their skill shall be properly exam- — 
ined, that there shall be men skilled in the 


some avail with the gentleman from Indiana, ' 
who is carping at the addition of some five 
thousand four hundred dollars of salaries to 
the bill, more especially that portion which . 


devotes $3,000 to an assistant commissioner. 
Let the House recollect these inventors are 
looking to us, demanding that when they are 
paying this enormous amount yearly there 
shall be expedition in the granting or in the re- 
fusal, if you please, of patents; that they shall 
have men of proper talent to discriminate as to 
novelty and utility and priority of invention, 
and that sufficient salaries shall be given to 
i secure such talent. I agree with the gentle- 

man that the provision of the bill which adds 
a tribute or an additional fee after so many 
| Years, possession of a patent might as well be 
t 


' dropped. No notice to the patentee is required 
except the law itself. Hispatent isto contain 
|; no reference to it. A valuable patent inven- 
tion might thus be sacrificed by ignorance of 
this provision, or mere omission to comply 
with its demands, or, what would be sadder stili, 
i through the poverty of genius, which might be 
nonn the less meritorious because unremuner- 
| ated. ; 

A word; now, to my friend from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. BUTLER, }] who objects to that sec- 
tion of the bill which limits the time, or creates 
a statute of limitations in regard to abandon- 
| ment of applications. Mr. Speaker, & man 
| may originate an invention and keep it within 
his own breast, and may apply for a patent 


| 
t 


when he pleases, and obtain it, unless he allows 
it to go into public use for two years, or dele ss 
till another appliea for and obtains a patent. 
‘The iaw is not altered in this respect. We 
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ita inventive genius. In every branch ef science 
and mechanism, in every department of art 


li and literature, too, the men who have thus 
` ennobled themselves have made us illustrious 


have no control over that which is not made | 


known. When the secret ia disclosed it may 
be as valuable as when the idea was first con- 
ceived and perfected, and we do not propose 
to interfere with the law in this respect; but 
after a man once applies for a patent and is 
rejected, or withdraws his application, or fails 
to prosecute it, there should be a limit of time 
in which he can keep his claim alive. This is 
in the interest of true invention and against 
the policy of litigation. As to applications 
rejected or withdrawn before the passage of 
this act we give two years to renew or file a 
new application. This is time and notice 
enough. If actually abandoned already noth- 
ing can revive the application, and this must 
be a question of proot. For the tutare we give 
two years after filing the petition to complete 
the application for examination, and two years 
after any action in the case, of which the 
applicant must have notice. There never was 
a fairer provision. If he abides by a rejec- 
tion or allows his application to slumber, the 
two years act as a limitation, and bar him, 
and they ought to bar him. If he chooses, 
however, he may make a new application, and 
when delay was unavoidable the Commissioner 
even now may do equity. 

The gentleman says, suppose some one 
comes in afterward and gets a patent for the 
seme thing. That cannot be done under the 
law, or if such a patent were got the court 
would declare it void. The gentleman knows 
very well that priority of invention and its 
perfection in connection with the public appli- 
cation would be a bur to another patent issuing 
for the same thing. It is simply a question 
whether some time or other there shall not be 
an end put to these fruitful causes of litigation. 
I look upon this section as being to the 
advantage of inventors. I may not agree with 
every section of the bill, or with every pro- 
vision that has been added to it. But in the 
main I regard it as in the interest of inventors. 

Recurring to their rights I consider if we 
do our duty we shall pay all these officers 
more than we do now. This morning the 
House cut out the amount proposed to be 
added to the salary of the librarian. I am 
very sorry for it. I hope the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. CLevetaxp] will use his 
influence with his friends on that side to 
reconsider that step. To be niggardly about 
these salaries is not the proper way to treat 
these men, or to treat the inventive minds of 
the country who contribute so large a surplus 


to the Patent Office fund, and are entitled to | 


have the most efficient men in that office. 
They expect that we shall provide the best 
talent there. We have it largely now, bat 
there is no way of getting or keeping it save 
by paying for it. And the inventors pay the 
money, contributing yearly, as has already 


been stated, fully $200,000 over all expenses. , 
Mr. CLEVELAND. I maystate to the gen- 
tleman that I voted to retain the salary as it is , 


in the bill. 


Mr. MYERS. Yes, I am aware of it In’ 


the United States I find that, despite the great | 


care and examination required before a patent 
can issue—a protection generally to the 


were granted, being more than the numbers 
in England, France, and Belgium put together, 
although in England almost every man can 
obtain a patent at his own risk, and that is 
the great objection to their law, which they are 
now trying to modify or amend so as to make 
it correspond with ours. 

In 1869 our Patent Office issued 18,986 
patents, including reissues and designs. Our 
country surpasses all others in the products of 


7 parties | 
as well as the public—by which 5.285 applica- ` 
tions for patents were rejected in 1869 alone— ‘: 
I find that in 1866 no fewer than 9,450 patents | 


also, adding comforts innumerable, riches 
untold, not only to this peoples already highly 
favored, but to all lands. Fulton and Morse, 
Whitney and Goodyear, Woodworthand Howe, 
are but a few of the names enshrined in the 
memories of a grateful people. Remember 
that each decade produces new wonders in the 
development of the mechanic arts, new atrides 
in the progress of American genius, and let 
our appreciation of the efforts and wants of 
inventors be shown more in practical action 
than in mere lip-service. 

Mr. JENCKKS. I propose now to consider 
those amend mentsthat are pending, and to give 
the House the views taken by the Committee 
on Patents on each of those subjects. I will 
first consider the amendment of the gentleman 
from California, [Mr.SarcEnt.] It relates to 
a single subject, the granting of extensions of 
patenta which were granted prior to the 2d of 
March, 1861. The whole business of granting 
extensions ceases in a little leas than five years, 
and it was not thought best to alter the consti- 
tution of the Patent Office or the mode of hear- 
ing and determining cases ina business which 
is so soon to expire. And besides that, this 
amendment would conflict seriously with other 
parts of the bill, and it would be impossible to 
execute it if the amendment should be adopted 
and the rest of the bill stand as it is. It alters 
the existing law and the constitution of the 
office as it has existed since the creation of 
the board of examiners-in-chief and the mode 
of doing business in that office during the whole 
period of its existence for a special purpose ; 
and for this reason, if for no other, I think the 


; amendment ought to be rejected, 


The amendment of the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Hota] is unnecessary, and is 
offered under a misapprehension of the facts, 
and I hope the gentleman will not insist on it, 
and if he does, that it will not be adopted. - 

The amendment of the gentleman from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Potaxp] I am willing to pass to a 
vote without further consideration. The princi- 
ple of it I will agree to be just. Whether the 
House will sanction it or not is another question. 

The amendments proposed by the gentieman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Burren] and the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] are pre- 
cisely opposite in their character and tend- 
ency. The one proposed by the gentleman 
from Indiana is foreign to the whole principle 
of this revision, and that is, to destroy or im- 
pair no existing rights, but to enlarge and 
make clear the remedies which have hereto- 
fore been given by law. 


_ rights of parties are to be altered on one sub: 
| ject, why not. alter them in all? Who knows 


. what class of cases you may reach by such an | 


‘amendment? It must reach a great many. 


There are some twenty thousand of these cases | 
pending, and the bill as reported simply fixes ` 
the time within which these claims shall be | 
i; prosecuted, and leaves the effect of the prose- | 


cution to be decided upon by the courts, where 
it ought to be. It is a question of private 


i rights, and it should not be affected by legis- 


lation, even if we have the power to do so. 

The amendment of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] proposes to establish 
a rule of evidence in this class of cases. 


lapse of time is not conclusive evidence of an 


; abandonment of the invention to the public or 


of an abandonment of the intention to prose- 
cute the application. I do not think the amend- 
ment will add to or take anything from the law. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then 
there can be no objection to it. 


I trust that amend- ` 
ment will not receive the favorable consider- | 


. ation of the House for that reason. If the: 


Iti 
seems to me to be entirely unnecessary. I |' 
| believe that it is now the law, and this section 
i! has been shaped in that belief, that a mere ` 


April 21, 


Mr. KELLOGG. I would ask the gentle- 
man if the present Commissioner does not hold 
that the lapse of timo is au abandonment of 

i the patent in some cases? 

Mr. JENCKES. Yes; but I believe the 

i Commissioner to be wrong, and I have so 
expressed myself; and this section has been 
drawn so that it shall not be so held hereafter 
either by the Commissioner or by the courts. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Allow mo 
to say that it having been so held by the Com. 
missioner, and as the gentleman agrecs held 
wrongly, | desire to remove all doubt by pro- 
viding that lapse of time in case of an erro- 
neous application hereafter shall not be held to 
be an abandonment. 

Mr. JENCKES. From the consideration I 
have given to the amendment, I do not see 
that it alters the law at all or can work either 
injury or benefit. But if the gentleman insists 
on a vote I shall not oppose it very seriously. 
It has not the mischief in it which, I believe 
unconsciously to the gentleman from Indiana, 
[ Mr. Keer, } is contained in his. I will tell the 
House to what olass of cases this may refer, 
and the gentleman from Massachusetts will 
see that even his amendment may do wrong. 
There are cases pending in the oflice where 
the rejection sought to be removed was made 
from twelve to twenty years ago; cases in which 
under the law as it was previous to 1861, not 
only the applications were withdrawn but a 
part of the money which the law authorized to 
be withdrawn was taken also. ‘That is an addi- 
tional circumstance which has its weight. It 
is true the gentleman does not propose to go 
so far. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Let us try 
it, at all events. 

Mr, JENCKES. The amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Kean] to 
allow these patents to be revived, might do 
injury to patents which have since been granted 
and gone into public use. 

Mr. KERR. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me a few minutes to explain my amendment. 
Mr. JENCKES. Certainly ; how long? 

Mr. KERR., Three minutes will be enough. 

Mr. JENCKES. I will yield for three min- 
utes. 

Mr. MYERS. In connection with what has 
been said by my colleague on the Committee 
on Patents (Mr. Jencxgs} I will state that I 
know of a patent, the application for which was 
rejected fiiteen years ago. After the machine 
had gone into public use a party was allowed 
to come in and obtain a patent for it, when 
he proceeded to sue parties who were ther 
using the machine. ‘i'hat is what we want 
to prevent, by designating some time within 
which a person must make a new application 
for a patent. ta os 

Mr. KERR. I will briefly explain my. rea- 
sons for proposing this amendment. I under- 
stand that by the provisions of the law as it now 
standg it is competent. for any person, either 
| the original inventor or his assignee, after the 
original application has been rejected; to come 
forward and refile that application, or revive 
it, and possibly have a patent issued. to him 
even after another patent has been issued for 
the same invention, on another application 
: covering precisely the same ground and reach- 
‘i ing just the same result. That has produced 
_ the singular resalt that the subsequent but bona 
| fide patentee, without any knowledge at all of 
| the previous application, will by this process 
be divested of his right, deprived of his inven- 
' tion, and as suggested by the gentleman from- 
| Pennsylvania, (Mr. Myers,].be harassed by 
| suits and injunctions. 
| Now, I desire by my amendment to make 
__ this provision of the law specific to the effect 
|| that no such revived application, and no patent 
| granted upon any such revived application, 
shall have the effect of superseding the patents 
which meanwhile may have been granted upon 
another bong fide application for precisely the 


1870. 


same thing, covering the same ground, and 
reaching the same result in every respect. 
That is the purpose 
my amendment, which appears to me to bea 
just one. To deny it, I 7 
cases work great hardship upon inventors, 
Mr. JENCKES. So far as it is just it 18 
met by the present language of the bill. 
Mr. KERR. What part of the bill? 
Mr. JENCKES. Section thirty-four. 
Mr. KERR. I do not so understand it. 
Mr. JENCKES. There is a great mass of 
rejected applications in the office of the Com- 
missioner of Patents. on F 
ents have heretofore acted upon the principle 


| 


t, I think, would in many `: ment 
' Tt seems to me that the effect of this section is | 


I desire to accomplish by | 


{ 


i 
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ee a 
| 


| to ask hima 


Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman allow me 
uestion ? 

Mr. JENCKES. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘The gentleman will permit me 
to preface my question by a brief statement. 


© to increase the price of every valid patent that 


i one hundred and ten dollars, although at the * 
- end of the first seven years the patentee may 


that the rights of the parties in these applica- ` 


tions should be preserved and not impaired by 
legislation. It may be that the person who 
first applied for a patent is rightfully entitled 
to it; and if so he should receive the patent. 
Bat there should be a limitation to the time 
within which he should be allowed to prosecute 
his claim. We have prescribed the limit of 
two years from the time of the passage of this 
act, and if his claim is not prosecuted within 
that time he shall be deemed to have aban- 
doned it. There may be some cases where 


the claims have been in fact abandoned ; if so, | 


then they ought not to be revived, and hence | 


the provision at the end of section thirty-four 
held of this act, that ‘‘ this provision shall not be 
to have revived any application heretofore in 
fact abandoned.” ‘That meets the gentleman’s 
ease. If the claim is abandoned in fact, then 
no patent can issue; or if issued no rights can 
be enforced upon sach patent. 

Mr. KERR. There may be different and 
inconsistent decisions. 

Mr. JENCKES. We provide for a remedy 
in the courts by a trial of the question there. 


lt cannot be settled satisfactorily by legislative | 


definition. 
Mr. KERR. 
gentleman. 


The Committee on Pat- °: 


On that point Lagree with the © 


may ran through its term from thirty-five to 


just have got his patent vindicated by law, may 
just have begun to realize any return from it. 
Now, would not the object contemplated be 
accomplished nearly as well, while avoiding 


this great additional burden on the inventor, | 


by a simple provision that within three months 
of the expiration of the period specified some 
person owning an interest in the patent shall 
make an application forits continuance, accom- 
panying it with a fee of five dollars? ‘That 
would require the solemn act of the inventor 
showing his estimate of the value of his patent, 
and it would require a payment of money, 
though not such an amount as to be burden- 


some. 

Mr. JENCKES. Some provision of that 
kind might be as effective as this, but it is the 
game thing in nature and principle. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘To the man who pays the 
money it is hardly “the same thing in nature 
and prineiple’’? whether he pays five or one 
hundred and ten dollars. 

Mr. JENCKES. The only difference is one 
of degree, not of kind. It is the principle of 
the thing that we have to decide upon. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman consent 


. that such a provision as I have indicated may 


be offered as an amendment? 


-e Mr. JENCKES. It cannot be offered under 
i the rules, because the previous question has 
,-been setonded. 


Mr. JENCKES. We have heard all these `: 
' vision which was not added by the committee 


parties upon the question, and we find that 
they agree upon no set phrase of words, nor 
even upon any definite idea. The question is 
one which must be left to the decision of the 
courts, like the question what is public use, and 
matters of that kind. We bave provided the 
most ample remedy in the courts to settle in 
what the fact of abandonmentshall consist. We 
have declined even to indicate an opinion on 
the subject, or to recommend any rule of evi- 
dence in regard to it. Hence my objection to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. I wish to see this question settled 
where it ought to be settled, in the courts of 
the United States. I think the gentleman 


should be satisfied with the language of the bill | 
as it is, and should not insist on incorporating | 
i ho objection to the proposition. 
I ask the gentleman to allow | 


a provision which must involve a great deal 


of conflict between private parties and lead to | 
| me to offer such an amendment. 
It can only be done by | 


injury and wrong. 


There is one other amendment pending, that || 


of the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. 
CLEVELAND.] The section which he proposes 


to strike out is one which I was very reluctant jj 


to see inserted in the bill. Such a provision 


has been incorporated in the patent laws of | 


almost every other country, and according to 
the reports made before us has been found to 
work well in every instance. Although the 
provision is foreign to the original principle of 
our patent laws, yet when we came to hear the 
patent solicitors, the parties transacting busi- 
ness with the Patent Office or trying patent 
cases in the courts, we found them unanimously 
recommending the adoption of this section; 
and we deferred to the general judgment of 
these men as those most interested. The pro- 
vision had thus the weighty indorsement of all 
these competent persons. I will frankly say 
that one reason which influenced me most de- 


cidedly in its favor was that it will tend to weed | 
out a number of useless patents before the | 


expiration of the full term for which they are 
originally granted. 


Mr. HOAR. There will be no objection if 
the gentleman does not object. 


“Mr. JENCKES. Ithink we had better take . 
It is a pro- | 


the vote squarely upon the section. 


| upon their own judgment of its efficiency, but 
upon the judgment of other persons. We have 
been convinced by the weight of testimony and 


argument presented to us on that subject, and 
hence we support it here. 

Mr. MYERS. 
mittee will permit me, [would like to offer, by 
way of compromise, an amendment to fix the 
salary of the librarian of the Patent: Office at 
$2,200, which is half way between the salary 
now allowed by law and the amount originally 
proposed in the bill. 


Mr. JENCKES. I presume there would be . 


' objection. 


Mr. MYERS. I think not. 


Mr. JENCKES. Of course I would have | 


Mr. MYERS. 


The SPEAKER. 
unanimous Consent. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I object. 

Mr. JENCKES. I do not agree with the 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. CLEVELAND] 
or the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Hoar] that the payment of this additional fee 
will be a very grievous burden upon the pat- 
entee. 


determined, and where it had been introduced 


into practical use this additional payment will | 
be made by the licensees or grantees of the | 


patentee, not by the inventor himself. The 


case would be the same at the end of twelve | 


years. 


I do not propose this amendment with a 


view of obtaining revenue from inventions. I : 
do not think this Patent Office, though self- : 
i sustaining, should be any more than self-sus- : 
taining; and if it be practicable with the proper 
transaction of that office to'reduce the fees, I i; 


propose to offer a bill for the purpose of such 
reduction, and to reduce them where the re- 


If my colleague on the com- | 


At the end of seven years from the | 
| issuing of a patent its value has generally been 


| duction is most needed in the first steps of 
| obtaining a patent. If reduced there they may 
y well be increased at some subsequent time, 
|. when the inventor is obtaining the benefits ot 
| his patent. 
Mr. Speaker, there are some general con- 
‘siderations upon the subject of the patent laws 
which I wish to present to the House before 
asking a vote upon the passage of this bill. 
The Patent Office was constituted not only 
_ for the purpose of granting patents for merito- 
rious inventions but for the protection of the 
public against spurious inventions—the unjust 
claims of speculators trading in inventions. 
Hence the employment of a corps of skilled 
= examiners and the careful investigation of the 
merits of each particular application for a 
patent. 
This constitution of the office has two results. 
It causes the rejection of the worthless and 
fraudulent claims, now about one out of four, 
five thousand out of twenty thousand in each 
year; and it also enhances the value of those 
that are allowed and granted, giving them 
weight as evidence in all courts and contro- 
versies. 
Recognizing the value of inventions to the 
State, and the want of technical knowledge 
and of skill in the use of language on the part 
_of inventors, our patent laws have provided 
| for the most tender and careful consideration 
| of the cases stated in the petitions of inventors. 
i| They are first referred and considered by a 
| primary examiner in the class to which the 
|| invention belongs. If he rejects the claim for 
| want of novelty he must give the references 
| to prior inventions upon which his decision is 
i| based, and the applicant is entitled toa second 
‘ hearing before this examiner, and to make any 
modification of his claim that he thinks right 
and proper. If he is again rejected he may 
appeal from the decision of the examiner to the 
board of examiners-in-chief, officers selected 
for their legal and scientific knowledge, ap- 
pointed by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate, and if their decision should be adverse 
he may again appeal to the Commissioner in per- 
son. There are in fact three appeals allowed 
within the Patent Office. But notwithstanding 
‘ all these hearings, original and appellate. the 
; adverse decision to the petition may still be 
wrong. ‘If so, how shall it be revised? ‘This 
has been one of the most serious questions pré- 
sented to the committee. The present law 
allows a proceeding in the nature of an appeal 
from the adverse decision of the Commissioner 
toeither of the judges of the supreme court of 
the District of Columbia. But the judge in such 
case does not aet asa court; heis merely asuper- 
visory commissioner pro hac vice, and it he 
reverses the decision of the Commissioner and 
allows the patent, his decision has no weight as 
| ajudicial authority, but the patent thus obtained 
has less weight in the courts than one granted by 
: the office, as it has the judgment of the several 
scientific tribunals within the office against it, 
© and merely the opinion of an unskilled person, 
` although a judge, in favorofit. This isa pro- 
ceeding without analogy in any other Depart- 
; ment of the Government, and is a wide depart- 
ure from the principles upon which the Execu- 
tive Departments and their bureaus were con- 
stituted, and the result has been to disturb and 
render inharmonious the decisions. of that 
bureau, which of all others should be most 
‘consistent and symmetrical. On the other 
hand, if the claim as asked for is passed by the 
primary examiner there is no provision for a 
review of his decision within the office, and the 
public may be made to suffer from his ignorance 
or indolence in allowing without proper seru- 
tiny the most broad and comprehensive claims. 
That there should be a supervision over the 
action of the office is conceded, and the real 
question is, when should that supervision cease 
to be executive merely and become judicial ; 
i when should the contested uestions pass out 
' of the executive power and come within the 
| judicial power of the United States? Sooner 
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or later they must all be reviewed and determ- 
ined by the judicial power. The committee 
hold and have recommended that the action 
of the Commissioner should be the final action 
of the executive power and of the incidental 
quasi judicial powers included within the exer- 


cise of his discretionary power by the head of- 


any Department, and shall be conclusive as 


to all matters within the executive power, and : 


that if his decision is sought to be reviewed, it 


' machinery for spinning. 


shall be by the courts charged with the exer- 


cise of the judicial power of the United States, 
and upon questions within that judicial power. 


These are the reasons for the amendments ` 
recommended by the committee, enlarging, . 


defining, and making clear the remedies in the 
courts. These amendments reject the so-called 


appeal from the Commissioner to a single : 


judge, acting as commissioner pro hae vice in 
each case, and provide for proceedings in the 


courts of the United States, by which the final - 


action of the Patent Office can be reviewed 
judicially and with effect, 

Into this forum every contested case must 
come sooner or later, and it is for the interest 
of every litigant thatthe proceedings should be 
without unnecessary delay or expense, and be 
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ular, the question is, is it likely that such 
improvement will be made sooner by protec- 
tion of the inventor, or will it be delayed indef- 
initely without such protection? The solution 


of this question does not rest in speculation. | 


The history of inventions determines it. The 
loom is as old as civilization, but the power- 
loom was perfected ander the stimulus and 
protection of the patent laws. So was the 
The philosophy of 
steam may have been aneient, but the steam- 
engine is a creature of the patent laws. 

These are but individual instances. They 


i might be increased till the mind and memory 


would be burdened by the catalogue. ‘The 
assurance that thought, skill, and inventive 
talent may gain fame, honor, and fortune, by 


an early solution of the problems in science | 


and art that are pressing upon us, brings into |. ) i : t } 
.. laws is thus directly in the interest of the pub- 


the enjoyments of this age improvements and 
discoveries that might not have been known 
for centuries later. ‘The theologians will not 


admit that‘any new developments or discov- ` 


eries can be made in religion; the politicians 
have not advanced much in their arts beyond 


those we read aboutin ancient history; in the | 


‘fine arts the greatest genius of the present 


as complete and conclusive as they can be made. | 


It may not strike the ear asa perfectly plain or 
self-evident proposition, but I can say from 
personal experience that it is nevertheless true 
that the remedies in equity in the courts of 
the United States, under the rules established 
by the Supreme Court, are the most speedy, 
the least expensive, and the most satisfactory of 
any known to the law. It is within this juris- 
diction that we recommend that all these con- 
troversies should be brought and determined. 
The questions that arise in these controversies 
are subtile, not easy to understand, and diffi- 
cult of determination. They arise out of the 


exercise of those powers of the mind which have : 


added and which are constantly adding to the 
development of the material prosperity of the 
human race. 


Patent laws are based upon the belief that the ` 
field of the useful arts may be extended, and | 
that many things which may add to the com- | 
fort, the well-being, and the prosperity of : 
These | 
laws give to every one who thus by his invent- | 


mankind yet remain to be discovered. 


ive genius adds to the sum of human kaowl- 


edge in either of the ways indicated, a protec- | 


tion for a few years to the exclusive use of his 
invention or discovery. They offer a premium 


upon the exercise of this talent for the benefit | 
of mankind. They recognize a man’s right to | 


the fruit of his own mind, upon the condition 
that he shall teach the public how to use his 
invention without price forever after the term- 
ination of the period for which his use is ex- 
clusive. Property in ideas, and protection to 
that property for a limited period, is the vital 
principle of these laws. If he who can teach 


us how to make two blades of grass grow where | 


but one grew before isa public benefactor, how 
much more go is he oh 

by the use of which one man can bring about a 
greater and more perfect result than a hundred 
men could do before? This is the domain of 
invention, and so far as it is genuine the law 


follows it with its protection for. seventeen | 


years. p ; 
But why protect it at all, say many. If an 
invention had not been perfected by this pat- 
entee to-day it would have been at some subse- 
quent time by some other inventor, Why not 
wait and let it be produced in course of time, 
according to the necessities of the artin which it 
is developed, and without expense to the public? 
This objection touches precisely the point of 
the whole matter, and affords the best argument 
for the patent laws. It admits that invention 
is a question of time, and that the results of in- 
vention are desirable and valuable. The patent 
laws offer a premium upon the earliest time. 
If it be known that any art or manufacture 
could be improved by invention in any partic- 


; : o constructs for us a | 
machine or explains to us a chemical: process | 


i 
i 
| 
| 


j 


day can hardly hope to excel ‘‘ the old mas- 
ters;’’ in architecture nothing has been pro- 


duced within the last five hundred years to; 
surpass that which has been known, admired, : 


and reproduced for twenty-five hundred. 

The sphere, therefore, in which original 
genius and inventive talent can best obtain 
recognition, honor, and reward is that of sci- 
ence and the useful arts. ‘Therein, under the 
protection and fostering care of laws like that 
which we now reproduce, has been the greatest 
progress of the world within the last century, 
and in many branches of these arts the pro- 
gress has been greater within the memory of 
living men than in the entire previous historic 
period. As the desires and necessities of man- 
kind are the same in all generations there must 


be some reason why this advancementis found | 
in the nineteenth century instead of in the ninth, | 


or the tenth, or in any of those centuries which 
are mere barren wastes in the history of civil- 
ization. Certainly one reason is because there 
is some incentive in this era for the develop- 
ment of improvements in this sphere. It cannot 
be found in the necessities and desires of the 
race alone, for those have been always the 
same; and those who have ministered to their 
wants and necessities, with the means known to 
previous generations, have been the most stren- 
uous opponents of the introduction of these new 
inventions. 

Tt is not true, as argued by one of the most 
illustrious of the opponents of the patent laws 
in our time, that manufacturers will welcome 
and adopt an invention which seems to be 
cailed for by the necessities of their particular 
manufactures. This has never been the case 
where the profits of capital and labor have 
been disturbed by a new invention which cre- 
ated a revolution in a particular art or manu- 
facture. ‘‘ It may seem a paradox,” says a dis- 
tinguished author discussing ‘‘ the rights and 
wrongs of inventors,” ‘‘ but it is no less true, 


that inventors’ patrons are among their most | 


inveterate opponents.’ The inventor of the 


machine for making paper, Fourdrinier, was 
driven out of France, and it took him ten years 
to introduce his machine into Eugland in oppo- 
sition to the methods of paper-making by hand. 
The inventor of the loom for weaving varie- 
gated patterns in fabrics, Jacquard, was iu 

anger of his life from his colaborers in Lyons, 
and the capitalists and artisans, whose money 
and labor were dependent upon the use of the 


old looms for their profits, fought for years | 


against the introduction of the revolutionary 
invention. 


our tariff laws. In-our own country we know 


of the opposition to the steamboats, the loco- | 


motives, the mowing and reaping machines, 
the sewing-machines, the revolutionary inven- 
tions in the manufacture of carpets, paper, 


The conflict is still recognized in | 


u he 
i! have been made at some time if not at the 
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irou, and steel. In no case does the capi- 
talist welcome an invention which reqnires 
him to reconstruct or lay aside the machinery 
used in the manufacture from which he derives 
a profit, nor is it looked upon with favor by 
the laborers, nine out of ten of whom it threat- 
ens to throw out of employ. 

The necessities of any art or manufacture 
do not prompt invention. The conservative 
tendencies both of capital and labor array them- 
selves against it. The inventor is more fre- 
quently than otherwise disconnected with the 
trade or manufacture to which his invention 


: applies and from which he seeks his reward. 


But the necessities of the public, the con- 


, sumers of the product of the art and manufac- 
: ture, all the time demand improvement and 


increased cheapness. ‘The premium to invent. 
ors by the limited protection of the patent 


When it is said that an invention would 


time when it was made, without the stimulus 
of the patent laws, who can tell at what time? 
When would any modern invention that might 
be named, the sewing-machine, for instance, 


' have been produced if the inventors had not 
'; expected a profit upon it? 


What invention can be named which this 
generation would willingly have parted with 
and consented to have postponed till the next 
century by reason of the extravagant price we 
have paid for it under the patent laws, whose 
stimulus and protection have caused it to be 
made in our time? Would we, then, part with 
the cotton-gin, the locomotive, the steamboat, 
the electric telegraph, the sewing-machine, the 
cast-iron plow, the reaper, the machines for 
gathering the hay crop, the planing machine, 
the improved steam-engine, the rotary priuting 


: press?’ I have mentioned only those inventions 


: which are embodied in wood and metal. 


But 


. for the small consideration which the inventors 


or those working the inventions have received 
would we have parted in our time with vnl- 
canized rubber and its thousand uses; with 


|| illaminating gas; with all the arts of dyeing 


and printing, which have extracted from waste 
weeds and the refuse of the gas factories 


| the colors which vie with the Tyrian purple; 


with the wonders of the lithographic and pho- 
tographic arts; and with all those wonderful 
substances, with almost magic properties, which 
are the products of chemistry as applied to 
the arts? 1 challenge.a reply from the most 
bigoted opponent of the patent laws. 

‘These inventors have been questioning na- 
ture, and her kind responses have been a ben- 
efit to themselves ag well as benefactions to 
mankind. But while the law has encouraged 
them, capital, from its conservative instincts, 
has always been opposed tothem. Those who 
have invested their means in the machinery 
and apparatus which is well known and in 
common use in any particular branch of man- 
ufacture do not like to be confronted with an 
inventor who can demonstrate that he can 


| produce the articles manufactured in a better 


and cheaper manner by a method which re- 
quires new investments of capital and makes 
the old apparatug comparatively worthless. 
The manufacturers of the old musket did not 


| welcome the inventors who brought them the 


breech-loader and the magazine rifle, requiring 
new tools for their construction and consigning 
the old to the scrap heap. ; 
Invested capital would never encourage or 
adopt new and revolutionary inventions.. It 
would be a benefit to all now engaged in manu- 
factures if no new improvement was made in 
their machinery for twenty years, or until it 
was worn oat. They would be saved the cost 
of making the changes required by the new 
invention. There isa historical anecdote which 
illustrates perfectly.the relativo position of the 
capitalist who believes that he has assured 
possession of the art in which. his capital is 
invested ‘and the inventor whose invention 
wouid render those investments of little value. 
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It is a remarkable incident in the history of | 


the lost arts, preserved in the curious gossip | 


of Petronius: 


“A certain skillful workman used to make crystal | 
vases as strong as vases of gold and silver. He pro- 
duced an incomparable masterpioea. It was achalice 

' astonishing beauty, which ougl 1 
Pae cule as he felt a pride in offering to 


Cesar only, and which he { j 
him. Tiberius highly praised the skill and the rich 
wishing to increase 


present of the artist. This man, 


siill more the admiration of the prince, and secure `i 


is tovors to a greater degree, begged of him to givo 
hee ie ae. eTo then threw it with all bis might 
on the marble parent of the apartment; the 

ardest metal cou : ple , 
hardest mea appeared moved, and was silent. The , 
artist, with «triumphant smile, picked up the vase, | 
which bad only a slight dent, and which by striking ; 
it with the hammer was soon brought to its original ; 
state. This being done, no doubt remained in his | 
mind that he had conquered the good graces of the | 
Ewperor and the esteem of an astonished court. - 
Tiberius asked him if he was the only one who knew 
how to work crystal in so remarkable a manner, 
The workman immediately answered that no one 
possessed the secret. ‘Very well,’ said Cæsar, * let 
bis head be struck off without loss of time; icr if 
this strange invention were known gold and silver 
would very soon have not the least value.’ i 

“Thus did the Emperor Tiberius encourage artists . 
and the arts.” i 


And in the same way do our manufacturing ` 


capitalists encourage inventions and invent- 
ors. They unconsciously imitate Tiberius, and 


the impertinent inventor’s head, they too often 
have turned him off to starve. But under our ` 


patent laws, as they were established in 1836, | 


the inventor, if he be prudent aud thrifty, is 
assured of a certain compensation. Under 
tbe existing constitution of the Patent Office, 
its seal is evidence that its possessor is enti- 
tled prima facie to a new and useful invention. 
The number of persons skilled in the useful 
arts, and the business to which they appertain, 
has largely increased. There are many skilled 
persons who can estimate with approximate 
correctness the value of every new invention. 
Under this American system of patents, in itself 
as great an invention as any that are protected | 
by it, inventions have become commodities of 

marketable value. No inventor now needs to | 
sacrifice his invention for subsistence. 
perbaps, have anticipated the period of their 


. . i 
preatest usefulness; but every genuine inven- |; 
tion now has its value, a great portion of which ` 
can, with ordinary care aud prudence, be real- | 


ized by the inventor. 

Without this protection we should return to. 
the era of ‘‘ secrets,” when every valuable dis- 
covery was carefully guarded by its possessor, 
or parted with only upon terms which required 
the purchaser to be equally silent and uncom- 
municative. The public obtained no useful 
knowledge of the art and but a limited advan- 
tage from the working of the discovery. The : 
evil consequences of that system were twofold. | 
The knowledge of many valuable inventions `“ 
and discoveries died with their possessors and , 
are now among the lost arts; ou the other hand, : 
empirical processes of fictitious value were im- 
posed upon manufacturers under the guise of | 


“t secrets” in the arts, and the whole subject of | 


invention and the character of inventors became | 


discredited and debased. The injury to the pro- ` 


gress ofthe useful arts by these pretended seercts 
has becn greater a thousandfold than any that 
has arisen from the abuse of even the most 


imperfect system of patent laws. ii 
Now every invention published through the | 
Patent Office adds something to our knowledge, ., 


und, if useful, increases the material wealth of | 
the world. And Ido not hesitate to say that | 
the sum ofthese values, the aggregate increase 
to the wealth of this country, from the invent- 


by the patent laws, has been greater than that 


derived from all the protective tariffs passed | 


since the Government was organized under the 
Constitution. A protective tariff deals only with 
the known elements of labor and skill; as with 
cottons produced in this country with the same 
machinery, labor, and skillas they are produced 
in England and France, and with iron as pro- 
duced in Scotland or Wales. 


he thought worthy of ` 


d never have resisted this terrible |: 


Some, " 


© by these laws. 


t i trial and useful arts. No 
ive genius ofthe people fostered and protected ¢ 


Bat invention ` 


takes a stride forward of the known mechanism 
and processes, and calls for a higher degree of 
skill, Who can estimate the effects of the in- 
| vention of the cotton gin upon this country? 
: Not its value in money merely, but its effects 
' socially, morally, and politically? Consider 


` the results from the leading inventions I have 
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! named, andsee how small are the results from ! 


, the manufacture of coarse cottons and pigiron 


inventions have created in the country. 
the patent laws has argued in favor ‘‘of put- 


invented anything had a right to a patent,” 
and that ‘‘the giving of patents was a matter 
of grace and favor in well-selected and dis- 
criminated cases, in the exercise of a discre- 
tion, by an authority intrusted with that dis- 
: cretion; and in his superlative wisdom he 
expressed the opinion that ‘‘at the period of 
progress in the history of the arts aud trade 
at which they had arrived they could do much 
better without these props. 


when compared with the great interests these ; 
The most distinguished of the opponents of ' 


tingan end to the notion that every person who | 


He called them |i 


props because they were meant to be so, but | 


he believed that at present they were nothing 


but obstructions and hinderances to trade and 


: i |i the arts.” 
although they cannot, like Cæsar, strike off | 


This was said of the patent laws 
of Great Britain, where there is no prelim- 
inary examination and investigation into the 
rightfulness of the inventor’s claim, but where 
any one can take a patent by paying the fees, 
if he claim to be either an inventor or the 
person who first introduced an iuvention into 
that country. 

Our American system of patent law defies 
such narrow, carping, illiberal, and unjust crit- 
: icism. It acknowledges and declares that the 
: first and original inventor of anything new aud 
useful has a vested right to its protection by a 
patent for a limited term, upon the compliance 


conditions. It provides for a discrimination 
which shall determine what the invention is, 
not as a matter of grace and favor, or in the 
exercise of an uncontrolled discretion, but as 
a matter of right as between the inventor and 
the public. It is not based upon the idea that 
invention has reached its highest flood, and 
must soon be subject to a returning ebb; or 
if the results of invention be likened to a struc- 


< ture, it does not consider that it is now com 


plete and perfect, finished and furnished, and 


ʻ thatthe ‘‘ props,” which the patent laws were, 


may now be knocked away; nor does it con- 
sider that these laws are obstructions and hin- 
derances to trade and the arts. 

Under the beneficent provisions of these 
laws the results of the inventive genius of our 
people have developed, and are now being 
developed, in almost geometrical progression. 
Never at any time in the history of the world 
have so many and so valuable inventions been 
made known through the Patent Office. The 
inventors of all nations seek this country for 
the protection of its laws. Every invention 
thus acquired, as well as any now produced at 
home, is the planting of a new industry which 
needs no other protection from legislation, to 
'-growand prosper than that which is afforded 
The rise of this inventive 
; genius is not like that of the tide which must 
reach its limitand recede, but like the increase 
and swelling of a river, which will not diminish 
while its course, which is that of time itself, 
shall continue. 


f There is nothing of which this nation may be 


: morejustly proud than its progress in the indus- 
reater and more 
bencficial results to mankind have been attained 


accomplished within the last three quarters of 
a century and in this country. If we look back 
over the whole history of invention we are sur- 
| prised to see how meager and barren it is, com- 


: in the whole history of the race than have been 
I 


i pared with what has been achieved almost !! 
The country acknowledges | 


< within otr time. t 
always this great glory which its citizens have 
acquired. The nation takes pride in the record 


by the inventor with certain mild and prudent | 
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of the results of that inventive genius which is 
preserved in one of the grandest temples ever 
dedicated to art and science by any nation or 
in any age; and it knows that great as is its 
renown in arms, in the spread of liberty, and in 
the success of free government, there is no 
brighter coronal that adorns the Republic than 
that whichis enwreathed from the contributions 
of its inventors to science and the useful arts. 

The question then recurred on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Hotman, in section two, page 2, 
to strike out the words ‘‘one assistant com- 
missioner.”’ 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
14, noes 53; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
| tellers; and appointed Mr. Jenckes and Mr. 
| HOLMAN. 
| The House again divided; and the tellers 
 reported—ayes 26, noes 89. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


| The question next recurred on the amend- 
: ment of Mr. SARGENT, page 5, section ten, line 
seven, to strike out all after the word “‘and”’ 
| to the end of the paragraph, as follows: ‘And 
when required by the Commissioner they shall 
| hear and report upon claims for extensions, 
and perform such other duties as he may 
assign them;’’ and in lieu thereof insert the 
following: 

In connection with the Commissioner they shall 
hear and determine upon claims for extensions, 
and shall perform such other like duties as may be 
assigned to them. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes . 
18, noes 59; no quorum voting. 

No further count was demanded, and the 
amendment was considered as rejected. 

The qaestida next recurred on the amend- 
ment o Mr. PoLaxn, to add to section eleven, 
which is as follows: 

Src. 11. In ease of the death, resignation, absence, 
or sickness of the Commissioner, his duties shall 
devolve upon the assistant commissioner until a 
successor shall be appointed, or such absence or 
sickness shall cease. 
| These words: 


And whilesuch assistant commissioner shall ro per- 
form the duties of Commissioner he shall recoive the 
same compensation as the Commissioner. 


| The House divided; and there were—ayes 
18, noes 44; no quorum voting. 

No further count was demanded, and the 

| amendment was considered as rejected. 

The question next recurred on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Burier, of Massachusetts, as 
follows: 

Amend, by adding to the end of section thirty-four 
at the end of line nineteen, as follows: 

And mere lapse of time before renewing or filing 
a pew application, where a former application has 
been improperly or erroneously rejected, shall not: 


be gonsidorod an abandonment in any application 
made before the passage of this aot. 


The House divided; and there were —ayes 
18, noes 46; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Jencxes, and Mr. 
Butver of Massachusetts. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 35, noes 70; no quorum voting. 

No further count was demanded, and the 
amendment was considered as rejected. , 

The question next recurred on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Kerr, as follows: 

Add to section thirty-four: 

And provided further, That no application. of the 
kind mentioned in the foregoing proviso shall be 
retiled or revived for the purpose of interfering with 
existing patents; and patents hereafter granted on 


such application shall not be held in any event to 
impair or supersede any existing patents. 


The motion was disagreed to. 


The question next recurred on the amend- 
| ment of Mr. CLeveLaxn, to strike out the fol- 
lowing section: 


Src. 70. On all patents hereafter granted there 
shall be paid the following additional fees, namely, 
at or before the expiration of the term of seven years 
from the date of the patent, the sum of twenty-five 
; dollars, and at or before the expiration of the term 
: of twelve years from thedate ofthe patent the further 
| sum of fifty dollars, and in default of the payment 
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of either of the sums aforesaid, within the periods 
aforesaid, the said patent shall be forfeited and the 
invention so patented become public property. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
26, noes 44; no quorum voting. .. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Roots and Mr. 
CLEVELAND. 


The House again divided; and the tellers 


reported—ayes 76, noes 47. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


The verbal amendments indicated by the ` 


committee were agreed to. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed . 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, | 
it was accordingly read the third time, and ; 


passed. 


Mr. JENCKES moved to reconsider the vote ': 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President, communi-. 


cated by Mr. Horace Porrer, his Private 
Secretary, informed the House that the Pres- 


er 


ł 


_ ther reading of the bill was dispensed with. 


ident had approved and signed bills of the | 


following titles: ; ‘ 

Anact (H. R. No. 1846) making appropri- 
ations to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 80, 1870, and for other 
purposes; 


An act (H. R. No. 1542) to' authorize the 


city of Buffalo, New York, to constract a tun- 


nel under Niagara river, and to erect and main- || 


tain an inlet pier therefrom; and 
An act (H. R. No. 1775) to relieve C. B. 


Sabin, of Harris county, Texas, from legal: | 


and political disabilities imposed by the four- ‘ 


teenth amendment to the Constitution of the 


United States. n 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to call the attention of the 
House to the fact that there are seven appro- 
přiation bills to be considered by the House. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, recognizing the importance of having 


these bills advanced, consented to-day to yield : 
his privilege in connection with the tariff bill | 
to allow me to move the House into Commit- . 
tee of the Whole to consider the naval appro- | 


priation bill. We cannot get through it to-day 
unless we havean evening session, as I under- 
stand that several gentlemen: desire to speak 
onthe bill. Pending, therefore, the motion that 


the House resolve itself into Committee of | 
the Whole on the naval appropriation bill, I) 


will move that at half past four the Commtt- 
tee of the Whole take a recess until half past 
seven. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Let me under- 
stand what the gentleman proposes. Does he 
intend to take a vote this evening? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. It is very 
desirable that the bill should bè disposed of 
to-day, if possible, because the tariff bill will 
again come up to-morrow. - 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I understand 
the gentleman to say that there are several 
gentlemen who desire to speak on the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 


who desire to speak before the bill is taken u 
by paragraphs. I desire that the bill should 
be considered by paragraphs this evening and 
passed if possible. 


‘The motion that the Committee of the Whole | 
should takea recess from half past four o'clock | 


until half past seven was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I now 
move that the rules be suspended, and the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union for the con- 
sideration of the naval appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Team | 
aware that there are three or four gentlemen | 


i| with, f 
The CHAIRMAN. That can only be done | 
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The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. ELDRIDGE in the chair, ) and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1583) making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year end- 
ing 80th June, 1871. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move 
that the first reading of the bill be dispensed | 


by unanimous consent. Is there objection? 
Mr. MYERS. I object. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. When 


it had been in part read, 
Mr. MYERS. I withdraw my objection to © 


' dispensing with the first reading of the bill. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Then I object. I 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill. 
Before he had concluded the reading, | 
Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw the objec- | 
tion. i; 
Objection having been withdrawn, the far- |, 
| 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Mr. | 
Chairman, the bill now under consideration |: 


H 


; law and the amount in spite of law. 


year appropriates the sum of $16,641,845 62. 
The estimate was for $24,598,277. The reduc- 
tion from the estimates is nearly eight million 
dollars, orto beentirely accurate $7,956,451 38, 
and the appropriation exceeds the appropria- 
tions of the present fiscal year by $1,821,597, I 
propose to point out wherein the reductions have 
been made on the estimates, and the reasons 
for such reductions,and also where an increase 
has been made on the appropriations for last 
year and the reasons for such increase. 

The first item in the bill appropriates the sum 
of $4,000,000 for the pay of officers &c., ora 
reduction of $1,000,000 from the estimates,and 
the second the sum of $2,500,000, or a reduc- 
tion of $1,100,000 from the estimates. These 
appropriations are less than those of last year 
by $500,000, and are more than sufficient to 
pay all the officers and men now in the Navy 
under existing law, but less than they would 
be allowed under the order of Mr. Welles 
made in 1866. The following table shows the 
number and class of officers in the Navy and 
the estimated amount of their pay under the 
The esti- 
mate it will be seen was made for the fiscal 


for the support of the Navy for the ensuing ‘' year ending June 30, 1870: 


, Estimate of appropriations required under the head ‘‘ Pay of the Navy” for the payment of 


commissioned and warrant officers at sea, on shore, on special service ; of those on the retired 
list and unemployed, and for the transportation of officers traveling under orders, for the 


Jiscal year ending 80th June, 1870. 


Estimated 
: allowances for 
Estimated | rent of quar- | Total pay | 
Rank. aggregate | ters, fuel, | and l 
pay. transport- j allowances. | 
| ation of bag- | | 
| gage, &e. | | 
1 Admiral $10,000 $3,333 33 ' $13,333 33 
i 7,000 2,383 33 9,333 83. 
10 Rear admirals, pay ranging from t ea 35,000 11,666 67 46,666 67 . 
25 commodores, pay ranging from $2,400 to $4,000 each.. 78,400 26,133 33 104,533 33° 
50 captains, pay ranging from $2,100 to $3,500 each.......... 147,000 | 49,000 00 196,000 00 
: .90 commanders, pay ranging from $1,680 to $2,800 each.............s0000) 01,600 | 67,200 00 268,800 00 
180 Lieutenant commanders, pay ranging from $1,500 to $2,343 each.. 879,620 ; 126,540 00 506,160 00 , 
180 lieutenants, pay ranging from $1,200 to $1,875 each...........scccsesee, 315,000 103,000°00 420,000 00 
160 masters, pay ranging from $960 to $1,500 each.......... 240,000 80,000 00 820,000 00 | 
, 160 ensigns, pay ranging from $768 to $1,200 each....... 92,000 | 64,000 00 : 256,000 00 | 
450 midshipmen, pay ranging from $500 to $800 each. 255,000 | 85,000 00 . 340,000 00 ; 
50 mates, pay ranging from $480 to $720 cach......,.0..... asi! 29,400 9,800 60 39,200 09 
80 surgeons, pay ranging from $1,600 to $3,300 each... .eseeessereee ` 228,000 | 76,000 00 304,000 09 
60 passed assistant surgeons, pay ranging from $1,100 to $1,500 each.. 80,000 26,666 67 106,666 67 
60 assistant surgeons, pay ranging from $800 to $1,250 each... as 62,000 20,666 66 . 82.606 66 
80 paymasters, pay ranging from $1,400 to $3,330 each... 230,850 76,950 09 | 307,800 00 
40 passed assistant paymasters, pay ranging from $1,200 ; | 
60,000 20,000 00 80,000 00 
35,500 12,166 67 ` 48,667 67 | 
130,500 | 43,500 00 174,000 00 
187,500 | 62,500 00 . 250,000 00 
142,500 ° 47,500 00 190,000 00 , 
1 29,625 9,875 00 | 39,500 00 , 
11 professors, pay ranging from $960 to $1,800 each...........peceseoene 19,800 6,600 00 ; 26,400 00 | 
9 constructors and assistants, pay ranging from $1,600 t $3,200 i 
ET O E E EEE EA, 500 | 7,833 31,333 33 . 
52 boatswains, pay ranging from $600 to $1,450 each.... 62,400 20,800 00 83,200 00 
52 gunners, pay ranging from to $1,450 each........ 62,400 20,800 00 83,200 00 
35 carpenters, pay ranging from $600 to $1,450 each..... 42,000 14,000 00 56,000 00 
30 sailmakers, pay ranging from $600 to $1,450 each..........sssssceeees 36,000 | 12,000 00 48,000 00 
| 
Retired list. ' 
20 Rear admirals, pay ranging from $2,000 to $4,000 each.. 50,000 16,666 67 66,666 67 
59 commodores, pay ranging from $1,000 to $3,200 each . 106,800 35,600 00 LH 
32 captains, pay ranging from $1,000 to $2,800 each........ 55,200 18,400 00 | 73,6 
16 commanders, pay ranging from $1,000 to $2,240 each.. 24,940 8,313 33 33,2 
3 lieutenant commanders, pay $1,300 cach... ucecsees 3,9 1,300 00 ‘ 
6 masters, pay ranging from $800 to $1,200 each... 5,600 1,866 67 | 
1 midshipman, pay $500.........sscsssssessscussecssssneesensers 500 | 168 67 
25 surgeons, pay ranging from $1,300 to $2,000 each.. 39,500 ; 13,166 66 | 52,6 
3 passed assistant surgeons, pay $1,000 each......... 3,000 : 1,000 00 ( 
4 assistant surgeons, pay $800 each.................. sedans daeou oa 3,200 | 1,066 67 26 
14 paymasters, pay ranging from $1,609 to $2,800 each... 26,000 | 8,666 66 34,666 66 
1 chief engineer, pay $1,600............ saseaserecesece PEREO | 1,600 | 533 34 13! 
6 first assistant engineers, pay ranging from $80) to $1,500 cach......! 7,600 2,533 33 10,153 
9 second assistant engineers, pay ranging from $800 to $1,200 each.. 5,200 1,733 33 ALSS 
8 chaplains, pay ranging from $1,000 to $1,500 each 9,500 3,168. 67 12,6 
2 professors, pay ranging from $960 to $1,800... 2,760 920 00 ` 3 
2 constructors, pay $1,600 each .......ecssseces 3,200 1,066 67 
6 boatswains, pay ranging from $1.000 to $1,200 cac 6,400 2,138 34 , 
6 gunners, pay ranging from $1,000 to $1,200 each... 6,200 2,066 67 
6 carpenters, pay ranging from $1,000 to $1,200 each... 6,600 2,200 00 
6 sailmakers, pay $1,000 Cach..........ccccssscssessscececsssessececsccareseesesssrere | 6,000 2,000 00 8,000 00 


83,697,295 $1,222,431 67 "$1,920,725 67 


Total pay and allowances of OffCerS.............csesessseccscare soccer sessenseessssressenseens $4,929,726 67 
‘Traveling expenses.......... eas sadencvenssdsn dssncvesceicasistiduassesiadassccaseessssenacesszerscaniss 80,000 
otal sscccnveviscss E KEEA E E ATINE PE $5,009,726 67 


1870. 


ee ee ee 


As this subject of payment without law was 
brought to the notice of the House by my hon- 
orable friend from Ohio [Mr. Morcaxj at an 
ear y day of the session, with severe animad- 
versions on the Navy, | desire to state the 
facts in regard to the matier, so far as 1 know 
the:m, and let the House and the country pass 
judgment upon them. i 3 
; Prior to ths year 1835 the pay of the Navy 
was arrived at very much as that of the Army 
now ia, namely, by the pay proper and certain 
ailowances; so that in truth it was dificult for 
any of the uninitiated to ascertain what pay 
an otlieer was really receiving. In 1830 there 
was a great clamor for an increase of the pay 
of the officers of the Navy, and a bill was 
introduced and passed, alter long discussion, 
increasing the psy about thirty-three per cent. 
from what it was then, allowances included, 
and establishing a fixed salary instead of pay 
and allowances. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ass him a question? 

Na WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I have 
no objection it it dues not come out of my 
ume. l yield for a question only. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ì desire to ask if the gen- 
tileman understands that the thirty-three and 
a third per cent. additional salary of naval 
officers is allowed by law; whether, in other 
words, the salaries of the naval officers have 
by act of Congress been increased thirty-three 
and a third per cent.? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will 
state to the gentleman—and I think I have 
already stated it—that the committee have 
made their estimates on the assumption that it 
is not authorized by law. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will not interrupt the gen- 
tleman further as to that, but may take an oppor- 
tunity hereafter to make some remarks on it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will 
endeavor to satisfy the gentleman upon that 
point. The gentleman brought this matter to 
the attention of the House at an early period 
of the session, and I desire to state what the 
facts are as I understand them. The sataries 
fixed in the bill of 1855 were as follows: 


Senior captain: K 
When in Servico me-...seesen .seorerooeeren. wresoreeecsoes 34,500 
On leave or Waiting O©Cers.......secccecceessceeesereee Oe UD 

Al! other captains: . 

On foreign Stations .e.enesereorsrororsse -o soocaca re erev ... 4.000 
Whenon other duty .....sesessoenensvse. sas se-ro.cameoeree 3,500 

Commanlers or master commanders: 

When attached to vessels for sea service....... 2,500 
When attached to navy-yards..................-00.- 2,100 


Waiting Orders... ...cosessecrsessemerecsceemassaseenee L, SUU 
Lieatenant«: 


On other duty... 

Waiting Orders... .....csscccccssessseessercees sesesorea ara soe 

To show how far this bill increased the pay of 
offcers I read the pay of a few officers, from a 
taule showing the pay aud allowances of all the 
oticers in the Navy in 1834, for which I refer 
to Executive Document, 236, Twenty-Fourth 
Congress, first session : 


peccas ee 


Rank. Pay and Allowances Aggre- 
Captains: rations. ofall kinds, gate. 
John Rodgers...... $3,500 00 $378 30 $3,878 30 
Canaries Stewart..... 1027 60 - 1,927 6 
W. EB. Shabrick...... 1,927 6) 174 09 2,101 6) 
Master commanders: 
Foxbali A. Parker. 1,173 8 721 06 1,894 91 
M ae KET iar Ll3 z bAs ari] 2,068 33 
.. W.Skinoner......... 1,175 $5 22 > 
Licatenants: f rioa 
D.ii. Farragut.. 1,045 35 47 00 1,092 35 
A. EL Foote. 0... 902 Ou - 472 00 


It wiil be seen from the document to which 
I have referred of what items the allowances 
are made up. 

Attached tothe act of 1835 was the foliowing 
proviso: 


* Provided, That no allowance shall hereafter be 


made to any ofticer in the naval service of the United 


States for drawing billa, for receiving or disbursing > 


money, or transacting any business for the Govern- 
ment of the United States; nor shall he be allowed 
servants, or pay for servants, or clothing or rations 
for therm, or pay forthe same: nor shall any allow- 
ance he made to him for rent of quarters, or to pay 
rent for furniture, or for lights or fuel, or transport- 
ing baggage. Itis hereby expressly declared that the 
yearly allowance provided in this act is all the pay, 
compensation, and allowance that shall be received, 


41st Coxa. 2p Sess.—No. 181. 


| under any ciroumstances whatever, by any such ofi- 


i cer or person, except for traveling expenses whon 


under orders, for w 
allowed.” 


creasing the pay of otlicers, it was deemed just 
and right that under no pretense should their 
pay be increased by allowances, and thus it 
remained until 1860, when the pay of the offi- 
cers of the Navy was again increased; and 
again in 1862, and thus remained until April 
17, 1866, when in the naval appropriation þin 
for the year ending June 30, 1807, the follow- 
ing section was enacted : 

“And be it further enacted, That sa much of the soc- 


ond section of an act entitled ‘An aot toregulatethe 
nay of the Navy of the United States,’ approved 


March 3, 1S, as prohibits any allowance to any of- 
cerin the naval servico for rent of quarters, or for 
furniture, or for lights, or fuel, or transporting bag- 
gage, and all acts and parts of acts authoriaing the 
appointment of Navy ageuts be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed.” 


Mr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to put a question there? 

Mr. WASHBU RN, of Wisconsin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORGAN. Does my honorable friend 
claim that the allowances which have been 
given to the officers of the Navy prior to 1805 
wero authorized by law, or does ha regard them 
as abuses which had grown up in the Navy 
Department? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I do not 
claim that they were authorized by law. 

Mr. MORGAN, Then I understand the gen- 
tleman to admit that those allowances were 
abuses which had grown up in violation of law. 

Mr. VASIIBURN, of Wisconsin. Certainly; 
I admit that they were abuses which had grown 
up priorto 1835. Therefore, there being no law 
prior to 1835, the total repeal of the act of 1866 
would not have given the additional thirty- 
three and a third per cent. 

I have looked over the Congressional Globe 
to find out how such an enactment was ever 
made, and I find it occurred in this wise: on 
the 16th of March, 1866, while the naval appro- 
priation bill was being considered in the Senate, 
occurred the following debate: 


_Mr.Garmes. Ioffer this amendment as an addi- 
tional section: 
`* Be it further enacted, £c., That the second section 
of an act entitled ' An aet to regulate the pay of the 
Navy of the United States,’ approved March 3, 1835, 
and all acts or parts of acts authorizing the appoint- 
ment of Navy agents be, and thesame aro hereby, 


repealed. 
at is the effect of that? It 


“Mr. TRUNBULL. gt! f 
seems to be a general provision of law which has 
Ido not 


nothing to do with an appropriation bill. 
understand it. Ltseemsto be n repeal of the law 
anthorizing the appointment of Navy agents, 

“Mr. Grimes. That is it. 

“ Mr. Fesssxpex. They have been dispensed with 


already. 
“Mr. TreurrLL. How? By law? 


“Mr. Coxness. By the action of tho Depart- 


tive amendment was agreed to.” 

And this is all the discussion that took place 
when this amendment was made, which has been 
the excuse for taking some four million dollars 
from the Treasury. The Senate amendments 
were disagreed to by the House and a commit- 
tee of conference appointed. The result of 
that conference was an amendment of the 
Senate amendment, so as to read as follows, 
namely: 


“ And be it further enacted, That so much of the sec- 
ond section of an act entitled ‘An act to regulate 
the pay of the Navy of the United States,’ approved 
March 3, 1835, as prohibits any allowance to any 
otficer in the naval service for rent of quarters or for 
furniture, or for lights, or fucl, or transporting bag- 
gage, and all acts and parts of acts authorizing the 
appointment of Navy agents be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed.” 


No explanation was made by the House 
committee in regard to this amendment and 
it was adopted by the House without debate. 
No word was said in either House to indicate 
that it was intended thereby to increase the 
pay of the Navy. On the contrary, Mr. Grimes 


stated that the object of the amendment was : 


only to Tepen! the law authorizing the appoint- 
ment of Navy agents. Had the amendment as 
offered in the Senate 


| 


ich ten conts per milo shall be i 
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have been entitled to the allowances they were 
entitled to before the act of 1835, if they were 
then by law entitled to any, as [ think they 


Congress having thus been so liberal in in- | were not; but it will be observed that the fol- 
gres 


‘lowing provision of the act of 1835 was not 


repealed, but stands to-day the law of the land, 
namely: 

“It is hereby expressly declared that tho yearly 
allowance provided in this act iy all tho pay, com- 
ponention, and allowaneo that shall bo received 
under any circumstances whatover by ruch oflicer 
or person, exoupt tur traveling oxpenses,’’ Xe. 

And this was retained by the action of the 
House in refusing to concur with the Senate 
in repealing that part of the section. So that 
l am forced to say the allowance of thirty- 
three per cent. since the passage of said act, 
made by virtue of the order of Secretary 
Welles, dated May 23, 1866, and paid out of 
the naval appropriations, was utterly in viola- 
tion of law. 

The order of Secretary Welles was as ful- 
lows :, 

[General Orders, No. 45.) 
Navy DEPARTMENT, May 23, 1866, 


Congress having, in view of tho call for inoreased 
compensation to oflicers of the Navy, repealed tho 
law which prohibited any allowance to them “for 
rent of quarters or to pay_rent for furniture, or 
for lights or fuel,” &o., the Department, in order to 
prevont a recurrence of the irregularities, abuses, 
and arbitrary allowances which occasioned tho pro- 
hibition, deems it proper to establish a fixed rate of 
compensation in lieu of the extra allowances which 
were prohibited by the law now repealed. Accord- 
ingly. from and after the lst day of June proximo, 
officers who are nat provided with quarters on shore 
stations will be allowed a sum equal to thirty-three 
and one third percent. of their pay, in lieu of all 
allowances, except for mileage ortraveling expeuses 
under orders; and those provided with such quar- 
ters, twonty per cent. of their pay in licu of said 
allowances. ‘ i 

Tho act of March 3, 1865, baving increased tho pay 
of midshipmen nnd mates, tho allowance hercby 
authorized will not be extended to them. 


GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy. 


It falsely assumes that Congress intended to 
give the Navy increased compensation, whereas 
the fact is that no such idea was advanced by 
any member of either House, but the very op- 
posite was the fact, as shown by retaining that 
part of section two I have named. 

It further falsely assumes that the prohibi- 
tion of the act of 1835 was made by the reason 
of arbitrary allowances before that time, and 
to prevent a recurrence he established a com- 
mutation of thirty-three per cent., whereas the 
reason for such prohibition was that the pay 
had been largely increased, and the allowances 
were cut off in consequence. 

As this question of increased pay concerns 
every officer of the Navy I say this: if the pay 
is not sufficient under the law let it be increased 
by the only power that can properly increase it. 


- That the stoppage of this thirty-three per cent. 
| will bea grevious disappointment tothe officers, 


I know, and particularly so to the low grade 
of officers. While the pay of the Navy has not 
been largely increased since 1860, it should be 
borne in mind that what amounts to the same 
thing has been done. We have created the 
rank of Admiral, Vice Admiral, and Rear Ad- 
miral, thus changing the relative rank and pay 
of the whole- Navy. A captain now is rela- 
tively three grades less than in 1860, and yet 
he gets the same pay. A comparison of the 
Navy pay with that of the Army, as provided 
for in the bill which lately passed the House, I 
find that the Navy pay is something less than 


: the proposed Army pay. 
Th 


e following table shows the pay proposed 


for the Army in the bill as it passed the House 
a few days ago: 

Per year. 

General of the ArmMy.........sscrsessssnesscccsens re eeeeree $12,000 

. Lieutenant General..... . 10,000 

Major general... sese.. . 7,500 


: Brigadier general.. 
' Colonel 


Lieutenant colonel .. 
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The pay of all the above below the rank of 
brigadier general is to be increased ten per 
cent. for every five years’ service, but the pay 
of colonel is not to exceed $4,500 in any case. 


The present pay of the Navy authorized by ' 


law is as follows: 


Admiral, ranking with General of the Army, $10,000 | 


Vice Admiral, ranking with Lieutenant 


Gen- 


eral....... 
Shore dut, sess 
Rear admirals, ranking 
Shore duty.. sesecsceeegergnnneenees penasenseaseenesenenss +000 
Commodores,ranking with brigadiergenerals, 4,000 
Shore duty......ssssecssrsssesscsssssercsorvessersssssosreess 3.200 
Captains, ranking with colonels... ... 3,500 
Shore CUty........seesseorsreessnreesesenecsesnnneasseeeesoes 2,500 
Commanders, ranking with lieutenant col- 
onels........ estase SE SKERD SEREEN 2,800 
Shore duty.. : . ee 2,240 
Lieutenant commanders, ranking with ma- 
J OTS E TE E EA 2,343 
Shore duty... sospese Sdsacbegiceese its Tue 1,875 
Lieutenants, ranking with captains... 1,875 
Shore duty ......seessesre srr eseresesresersssesesse 1,500 
Masters, ranking with first lieutenant: 1,500 
Shore duty... sesseseeeeeeneeara aasi 1,200 
Ensigns, ranking with second lieutenants. P 1,200 
Shore Wut yicccsvccvscscsveciesovccesessredvescsasecdeysevssses 9 


It will be readily seen that the Navy pay is 
less than that provided in the Army bill; and 
if the pay is to be equalized it should be done 
by law and not by an arbitrary order. How 
far the right to prize money goes to equalize 
the present pay 1 need not now consider. 

I regret that I can find nothing anywhere to 
relieve this transaction, except that it is but 


fair and reasonable to suppose that the present | 


Secretary regarded the matter as settled by his 

redecessor, and that he had no reason for 
baliesing that it was erroneously settled. But 
I am forced to admit that a large sum of money 


has been taken out of the Treasury under the ': 


order of Secretary Wells in violation of law. ' 


Mr. MORGAN. Does the gentleman mean 
to say that the pay fixed by the military bill as 
salaries of officers of the Army is greater than 
the pay fixed by law for the officers of the Navy 
with the increase of thirty-three and one third 
per cent.? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
I say nothing of the kind. I say that the pay 
now received under existing laws, without any 
regard to the thirty-three and one third per 
cent., is a trifle less than the pay of the officers 
of the Army as fixed in the bill passed by the 
House a short time ago. 
General of the Army receives a salary of 
$12,000, while the Admiral, holding like rank, 
receives $10,000. 

Mr. MORGAN. I trust my friend will ex- 
cuse me for putting another question and I will 
not interrupt him again. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 


to being interrupted. 
TheCHAIRMAN. It does come out of the 


gentleman’s time unless the committee shall | 


otherwise order. Does the gentleman from 
Wisconsin yield to the gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I yield 
to the gentleman. y 

Mr. MORGAN. I am sure that the object 
of the honorable gentleman who bas reported 
this bill and my own is the same, the benefit 
of the public service. Jtis important—for I 
have grave charges to make to this House—it 
is important that the House should distinctly 


understand what is the nature and condition ‘; 


of the bill on which it will soon be called to 
vote. When the gentleman refers to the sala- 


ries of these officers, which grade of officers || 
There are three grades. | 


does he refer to? 
Does he mean those on shore duty or those 
who have leave of absence? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I hope 
the gentleman will not interrupt me further. 
will endeavor to enlighten him on all these 


oints. 
si Mr. MORGAN. I thank the gentleman for 
the courtesy he has extended to me thus far, 
and will not interrupt him again. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I have 
no objection to the interruptions except that 
they use up my time, and I prefer to go on. I 


Ifitdoes | 
not come out of my time I have no objection || 


No, sir; ` 


| 


will state here that it was the understazding 
of the committee and the intention of the com- 
mittee that a clause should be reported which 
should define the pay of these officers, and I 
am instructed to offer an amendment for that | 
purpose. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Ido not want the gentle- | 
man from Wisconsin to labor under the mis- | 


` apprehension that there were no members of | 


the House who, when that law. passed, knew 
that the pay of officers of the Navy was raised 
by it. I knew it, and I think my colleague 
[Mr. KELLEY] was aware that we had raised 
the pay of naval officers. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I cannot 
yield for a speech. I simply say that there is ` 
nothing on the record to show that fact. I 
have looked over the Globe, and I see nothing 
there to indicate that that was the opinion of 
the House. 

Mr. O'NEILL. It was understood. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. That may 
have been the understanding of some gentle- 


‘men, but it certainly was not the understand- | 


. ing of the House generally. 


I proceed with 


: the bill. 


In the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting , 
the appropriation is reduced $500,000 from 
the estimates. This bill appropriates $1,500, - 


- 000 against $800,000 last year ; but last year’s | 


appropriation was made in view of the fact of 
an unexpended balance on hand of $1,541,- ' 
562. In view of the largely diminished con- | 
sumption of coal in consequence of the use of | 
sails on our war ships it is believed that the | 
sppropeaion proposed will be ample. 

The appropriation for the Bureau of Navi- ; 


gation is about the same as last year. l 


The appropriations for the Ordnance Bureau | 


eighty-six war vessels had been repaired and 
fitted for sea. 

It has come to the notice of the committee 
that notwithstanding the immense sums that 
have been expended on our Navy in the pasi 
nine years the country only possesses a class 
of naval ships that do us no credit either at 
home orabroad. High naval authority declares 
that we have not a single war ship that can be 
regarded with pride or satisfaction. Admiral 
Porter says that during our late war we had 
but a single war ship that could overhaul a 
blockade-runner in any fair race, and that ship 
was the Vanderbilt, a merchant ship altered 
into a war ship. It must be admitted that the 
position of our Navy is most humiliating, not 
only to the country but to the officers belonging 
to that branch of the service. With a personnel 


: of which, with few exceptions, the country is 


exceed those of last year by $123,000, and | 


this by the reason of the construction author- || 


ized of ten fifteen-inch guns to arm the case- | 


, mated ship Colossus, (formerly Kalamazoo, ) 
= now on the stocks, and $60,000 for the ex- 


al 


i the ocean, before which the stoutest iron-clads 


pense of experiments in torpedoes. I would 


remark that the Navy Department is engaged į; 
, in experimenting with torpedoes and torpedo | 
boats, and there is good reason for believing | 


that torpedoes will hereafter prove a sure an 


|: cheap means of coast defense, and, applied to 
For instance, the | 


boats built for the purpose, will prove very 
formidable means of offense in a warfare upon 


will be powerless. The amount appropriated | 
by this bill the committee think can be very | 
wisely expended in perfecting this mode of | 
warfare. 


The Bureau of Construction and Repair asks | 


for $7,975,000 for the following purposes: | 
For completing five war sloops now on the 


BLOCKS. svscccscssscsencnsseassensseiasessesdocccenssvesssssset $2,100,000 
For expense of receiving-ships...............0+ ; 
For preservation of iron-clads..........-. « 150,000 
For coast defense and practice vegsels........ _ 80,000 
For tools and machinery in navy-yards...... 140,000 | 
| For sheds over timber and over ships. 60,000 | 
For repairs of vessels abroad 50,000 


: For labor in navy-yards and on foreign sta 


For transportation by water 
For material by contract....... 
For material by purchase... 
For vessels in ordinary 


ede eenee rccecarescontes 


THOTS......ccerscereccerseeecors ariassan asisasssseasevasese ~ 2,210,000 
7,250,000 


Add for omissions ten per cent...............00 725,000 
Total ....sccccsscsseesesceres sae douse tossed teste esee... $7,975,000 | 


The committee have cut this down by strik- 
ing out the appropriation to finish the ships 
altogether, and have reduced the other items 
so as to make an aggregate of $3,580,000, 
being $1,030,000 more than last year. There 
was on hand in this bureau a balance on the 
30th of June last $1,767,888 10, and appro- 
priated for the current year $2,500,000 by last | 
Congress, and $1,500,000 the present session, 
making a total of $5,767,888 10 that will be | 
expended by this bureau the present year. 
That large sum has all been expended in the 
repair of ships, and the report of the Secretary | 
of the Navy states that up to December 1: 


i, army in time of peace. 


‘| Europe the case is different. 
‘| France have about kept pace in the last few 


justly proud, our war ships are the derision 
of the world. The last Army and Navy Regis- 
ter of the United Kingdom declares ‘‘ that they 
were entirely unprepared for the exhibit of the 
American Navy, as set forth in their recent 
naval report,” and confess that they arise from 
its perusal ‘‘ with feelings not only of contented 
but of delighted satisfaction.”’ 

With such results from the vast appropri- 
ations heretofore made the Committee on Ap- 
propriations are unanimously of the opinion 
that before appropriating any great sums of 
money to repair a class of vessels confessedly 
useless as cruisers or fighting ships, it is bet- 
ter to pause and consider the question of 
our future policy. Itis pretty evident that the 
day of wooden ships is ended, and to go on 
and expend millions to finish wooden ships on 
the stocks, when it is evident that when com- 
pleted they will prove as worthless as those we 
now have, would be the height of folly. We 
have now four new ships of the Wampanoag 
class, costing $1,500,000 each, that are pro- 
nounced worthless as war vessels. The Gov- 
ernment has offered to sell them, and the best 
intimation of an offer was $100,000 for the 
best one, and it is hardly probable that they 
could be sold for that. A very enterprising 
and responsible steamship man in New York 


: has submitted a proposition that he will receive 


them as a gift, and run them as a line of mer- 
chant ships between New York and Liverpool, 
and carry the United States mail, provided the 
Government in addition to the ships will also 
give him $25,000 a trip. The Government 
might save money by giving them away, but to 
give a man a large sum to take them can hardly 
be necessary. 

It has never been the policy of the United 
States to maintain a large navy or standing 
We have no balance 
of power on this continent tó maintain. In 
England and 


‘| years in putting afloat a class of monster iron- 
i elads, which will be very good to fight each 
‘| other, but which, by reason of their great draught 
‘| of water, can only enter one of our ports, and 
000 | there they would hardly venture in case of war, 

as in that event our monitors and torpedoes 


would soon send them to the bottom. In case 
of war with England or France their huge and 
expensive iron-clads would find little to do, 


t| unless we should be guilty of the folly of build- 


ing such ships and sending them out to fight 
like ships of our enemy. Such huge and ex- 
pensive ships would not be our want in case 
of war. 

If we are engaged in a war with England it 
will not be her iron-clads that will sweep our 
commerce from the ocean, but the swift subsi- 
dized iron merchant ships that will at once be 
converted into cruisers to prey upon our com- 
merce. It is pretty evident that any future 
war with the great Powers of the world will be 
a war upon the ocean. In such a war our 
great need will be swift cruisers to prey on the 
commerce of our enemy. It would not be our 
iron-clads, if we had them, that would strike 
the rapid and fatal blows, but those swift ships 
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that could overtake and capture the commer- 
cial vessels of our enemy. Great Britain, with 
the view of extending her power upon ‘the 
ocean and increasing her commercial suprem- 
acy, has adopted the policy of subsidizing most || 
of her long lines of steamers, and the result is, :} 
that at a trifling cost in proportion to’ the cost |; 
of maintaining her navy she has more than ) 
doubled the power and efficiency of her navy | 
in time of war; for all her subsidized-ships are |; 
at the absolute control of the Government, and | 
may at the shortest notice be converted ‘into l 
war ships. How formidable such ships would |; 
be in case of war may be judged from the fact ;; 
that one of them, the Bombay, lately ran down | 
the war ship Oneida, and, without injury to. 
herself, passed on just as though nothing had 
happened. P 

The United States has no such ships to rely 
upon in case of war or danger, but must rely 
upon such miserable hulks as we now have, 
unless a different policy is adopted. ‘The num- 
ber of our naval vessels, such as they are, is || 
much greater than before the war, and the size 
of our foreign squadrons has largely increased, 
while our commerce requiring protection has |; 
as largely diminished. As an instance, it has 
been stated by an American sea captain before 
a committee of this House that before the war 
he was in the harbor of Rio with his ship, and 
at the same time there were forty other Ameri- 
can ships loading with coffee at that port, and 
one United States war ship, the sainng ship 
Jobo Adams, which last wasall that was deemed 
necessary to support the dignity of our Govern- 
ment or protect our commerce on that coast. 
Four years ago the same captain was in the 
harbor of Rio, and his ship was the only mer- 
chant ship in port flying the American flag, 
while to protect him there were seven Amer- | 
ican war ships. Can any one doubt that the | 
power and resources of this country were better 
represented by the forty merchant ships than 
the seven war ships? And such ships! Great 
Britain, by the system she has adopted, can 
convert several hundred of the swiftest iron | 
ships into cruisers, before whom what little 
commerce we have would be swept from the 
ocean in thirty days, while we have no such 
ships. This is a most humiliating statement ; 
but as it is true it ought to be made, and ought 
not to be disregarded, and it may be well con- 
sidered whether Government could not wisely 
divert a portion of the money now expended on 
the Navy in aid of the building of a class of 
ships that may be useful in time of peace or 
war. 

The Secretary of the Navy in his late report 
calls attention to this subject in a manner so 
forcible and appropriate that I quote his rec- 
ommendations here: 


“ Ocean Steamers. 


"There is another element of defense against the 
time of danger, perhaps as effective as any other, 
available to wise and liberal statesmanship. Nations, 
like men, hesitate to attack those who are prepared 
to do them serious injury, and in the means of de- 
stractive aggression is often found thesurest defense 
against all who have anything to lose. Such means 
would be at hand if we had lines of ocean-going 
steamers established, running out of our ports in the 
peaceful pursuit of commercial enterprise, but car- 
rying our own flag and available to our Government 
in time of need, 

The attention of thoughtful men has been much 
directed to this subject, and all are looking to the 
national Government for encouragement. To pro- 
vide and protect the great means of commercial in- 
tercourse, both domestic and international, is one of 
the direct purposes of Government, for which it is 
established, and to which its resources may properly 
be directed. Enterprises of such magnitude are un- 
dertaken at great expense and risk of capital. Im- 
portant elements of the public wealth and prosperity, 
they are in their nature subject to the vicissitudes 
of public policy. They thus assume a national char- | 
acter, and are, I think, the proper subjects for Gov- 
ernment aid and direction. 

It will not become me to discuss in this report the 
many arguments of national prosperity and pride 
which press the subject upon us, but I may be per- 
mitted to urge it as an important element of national 
safety. In support of this view I call attention to the 
fact that there ure now running from the ports of New |! 
York, Boston, and Baltimore, for those of Europe, |! 
over sixty powerful ecrew steamers, averaging nearly |i 


| position and resources, weatthesametimerelinquish , 


! responding increase in the present means of rapid 


; day by the managers of two English lines (the 


| nota single merchant steamer bearing the Amer- 


: except upon such terms as they might dictate, 


| ig not creditable to the country that this state 


| munications by large subsidies of land and 
| money to railroads, and by appropriations for 
|| improving the navigation of our rivers, our com- 


| converted into swift cruisers, it is worthy of | 
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three thousand tons each. Thesé steamers, carrying 
the English and French and German flags, are most 
of them the results of wise liberality on the part of 
their respective Governments; and they now absorb 
a very large proportion of the carrying trade across 
the Atlantic. ` Their average time in crossing to and 
fro in all weathers is not more than eleven days. Any 
onc of them could be quickly converted into an cfi- 
cient and powerful ship of war, capablo of carrying | 
full-sail power and keeping the sea for any length | 
of time. Here, then, isa heavy tonnage of possible 
war vessels larger than that of our whole Navy on 
the Ist of January, 1868. . 

“ Had our mercantile marine possessed such lines 
at the breaking out of the late war we might, instead ` 
of permitting the rebels to introduce a vast amount 
of war material before we could collect the means to 
prevent it, have quickly closed every southern port. 

“ A comparatively small force of this kind, appro- | 
priately armed and let loose on the ocean under the 
command of bold and intelligent officers, would bea 
dangerous foe to the commerce of any country. Our | 
own was substantially driven from the seas by two 
or three roughly-equipped vessels, much inferior in 
power to thoseof which Ihave spoken. Thus it will 

e seen thatin giving up this field to the occupation : 
of other nations, and yielding to them the commer- | 
cial advantages which naturally belong to our own ; 


our own weapons and arm our possible enemies. 
_ Weare looking with confidence for n large increase 
in the commerce of the East, which will require acor- 


transportation on both oceans; and in the interest | 
simply of the naval establishment and of so much of 
the national defense as depends upon it, I earnestly 
urge that measures be taken at this juncture to 
induce our own merchants and ship-builders to 
enter into this field of enterprise. _ 

**Tnducementsshould be held out to those who are 
willing to undertake it to build steamers on plans 
approved by the Navy Department, subject in case 
of necessity to be taken by the Government at an 
appraised value. 7 

“Those on the route between California and Japan 
should be able at all times to protect themselves 
against pirates and privateers, and all should be of 
a class available in war. i 

“Ido not, of course, suggest any particular plan 
on this subject, and I speak of it only to show how 
much thenaval establishment, in common with every 
one national interest. will be affected by its proper 
solution. 


Mr. O’NEILL. Did the sea captain, from 
whom the gentleman quoted a moment ago, 
ever account for the fact that while there may 
be a hundred American merchantmen in the 
port of Liverpool, and more for aught I know, 
there is not one single American ship-of-war | 
there? Iwant to know what the testimony of 
this captain proves? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. The cap- | 
tain did not say anything upon thatsubject. That | 
is all the answer [ have to make. [ Laughter. } 

Mr. O'NEILL. I want to putthe gentleman 
right in this matter. The port of Rio Janeiro 
is a port of rendezvous for our squadrons, and 
there might be seven or eight men-of-warthere 
at one time—— 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I cannot 


yield for a speech. I made the statement I did 
for the purpose of indicating our declining com- 
merce, rather than for the purpose of saying 
anything derogatory of the Navy. 


The Government was reminded but the other 
Cunard and Inman) of the disgraceful fact that 


ican flag now crosses the Atlantic, and they 
refused longer to carry the United States mails 


and this Government is at this moment entirely 
dependent upon foreign ships for the transmis- 
sion of her mails, under temporary arrange- 
ments that maybe terminated at anytime. It 


of things should continue, certainly not if there 

is power in the Government to prevent it. 
While the Government has in the most lib- 

eral manner aided in opening up internal com- 


merce upon the ocean has been left almost 
entirely without protection of any kind. As 
the prosperity of the country in time of peace | 
is greatly dependent upon our commerce, and 
its security in time of war upon havidg a class 
of swift merchant ships that can be readily 


seriousconsideration whether Congress should | 


not directly enconrage the building of such 
ships. It was stated by: Admiral Porter before 
a committee of this House that if tlre country 
had possessed a few such swift ships on the 
breaking out of the war as the Cunard or In- 
man lines, which could have been converted 
speedily into war ships, an effectual blockade 
could have been at once established and the 
rebels never could have got out a pound of cot- 
ton or procured supplies or munitions of war, 
and the rebellion would ‘have been strangled 


! almost at its birth. 


Who can compnte the loss in lives and money 
consequent upon the want of a few such ships? 
One hundred and ten of such iron ships as I 
have named, embracing a tonnage of three 
hundred and six thousand tons, now compose 
European Jines visiting our ports and owned 
entirely by Europeans. Their annual earn- 
ings are $85,000,000, which is mostly drawn 
from the people of this country. The hun- 
dreds of thousands of Europeans coming yearly 
to our shores, nearly all of whom would pre- 


‘fer to come under the flag of the country 


whose citizens they are to become, not oneof 
them can do so in an American steamship. 
Great Britain has one hundred and sixty-four 
different lines of foreign steamers, some of the 
lines owning a great number of ships—the 
Cunard twenty-four, the Inman seventeen, and 
the Peninsular and the Oriental fifiy-seven 
ships. She has invaded every sea with her 
iron steamers; and the saying of Burke, that 
the sun never sets upon the possessions of 
England, afterward elaborated by Mr. Web- 
ster that ‘‘her morning drum- beat, following 
the sun and keeping company with the hours, 
encircles the earth daily with one continuous 
and unbroken strain of the martial airs of 
England,’’ is more true and forcible now than 
ever. 

Not to dwell longer on this point, I will only 
express the hope that Congress will profit by 
the experience of the past, and adopt a policy 
which the experience of other countries has 
demonstrated to be efficient, economical, and 
wise. 

The appropriation for the Bureau of Steam 
Engineering is $1,000,000, and is $350,000 
more than last year, and $750,000 less than 
the estimates ; but .it will be recollected that 
we have transferred to this bureau $500,000 
the present session, so that with the balance 
of $240,000 on hand at the beginning of the 
year, this bureau will have spent during the 
year about $1,400,000, but the committee think 
that $1,000,000 will be ample for next year. 

The appropriations for the Bureau of Pro- 
visions and Clothing are $781,050, against 
$1,500,000 last year, showing a large reduc- 
tion; and of Medicine and Surgery about the 
same. Theappropriations for the Naval Acad- 
emy are about the same as last year, while 
the Marine corps is increased $281,000, in 
consequence of their balances being exhausted. 

The question of extensionsand improvements 
in navy-yards will be considered in another bill, 
and I do not care to discuss that subject here. 
England is now having most of her work for 
her navy done in private yards, and finds great 
advantage in doing so. No doubt exists that 
the work doue in our navy-yards costs from 
twice to thrice as mach as similar work in 
private yards. 

I have said all I care to say about the appro- 
priations named in this bill; but I-have added 
to it a closing section, which is-as follows, and 
which I desire briefly to explain the reason 
and necessity for - 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him one question? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I suppose that the sam 
of $100is believed to be sufficient for one coal- 
ing of avessel. Doesthe gentleman think that 
ifa vessel is detained at a foreign port for vant 
of coal, or is obliged to stop to recoal there, it 
ought to be detained long enough to advertise 
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and get these sealed proposals? Isuppose the 
gentleman designed to put the amount large 
enough to cover a single coaling. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will 
state to the gentleman the reasons for this sec- 
tion, and I think he will concur with me that 
this or something similar is very proper. The 


matter was brought to the notice of the Com- | 


mittee on Appropriations that great irregulari- 
ties prevailed on foreign stations in supplying 
the Navy, by whieh the country was greatly 
scandalized and the Government imposed upon 
and defrauded, and the ease which I am about 
to state was cited as an instance of the abuses 


prevailing both at home and abroad. Similar | 


cases may exist, but I have no knowledge of 
them. The regulations of the Navy very prop- 
erly require that when a naval vessel arrivesin a 
foreign port, needing supplies, the commander 
shall call on the consul and learn from him who 
the reputable and responsible dealers are at 


a appreciation of his duty, I beg leave to 
read it. l 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Who was the Secretary 
of the Navy at that time ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
Welles, of course. 
gentleman need hardly have asked that ques- 
tion. 


Gideon 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I conjectured it was so. ` 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. He sup- 

osed himself to be Secretary of the Navy. 
Etanabtec.] It was during Mr. Johnson’s 
administration. 

The letter of Captain Jeffers is as follows: 


UNITED States STEAMER SwATARA, 
Lisson, April 25, 1867. 


|. Stg: I have received your letter of this morning, 
` As I do not visit grog-shops I know nothing of my 


own knowledge relativo to the so-called American 
saloon. I only know that it is situated in one of the 


| principal streets, and was the rendezvous of the 
: worst of the volunteer officers of the squadron. 


that port in the kind of supplies needed. This | 
regulation is sometimes observed, but oftener | 


disregarded. During the war the port of Lis- ' 


bon, in Portugal, was much visited by the 


American war ships, and since has been a place : 


of rendezvous of the American squadron, and 
to that port blockade-runners resorted’ greatly 
during the war. The confederates had their 
agents there, who kept on hand large supplies 
of coal. When the war ended they were left 
with a large amount of coal on hand. 

In 1867 two American ships went in there 


wanting coal. Instead of calling on the consul || 
for the names of the coal dealers, they made | 


a contract for their supplies with one Isaac 
Abeeassis, nota merchant, nota coal dealer, but 
the proprietor of a drinking-saloon in Lisbon. 
The first knowledge the consul had wasin see- 
ing the confederate coal being transported on 
board our empe Inquiry showed that the same 
was bought of Abecassis at considerably above 
the price in open market. Pursuing the inquiry 
it was found that: Abecassis, having met with 
such success in dispouns of confederate coal, 
had started for Washington, as it was sup- 
posed, to make other contracts for supplying 
the Navy. The facts being brought by our 
consul to the notice of Mr. Harvey, the Amer- 
ican minister, he addressed a note to the Sec- 
retary of State stating that this Abecassis, a 
low fellow, was on his way to the United States, 
as it was understood, in pursuit of naval con- 
tracts; that he was no merchant or coal dealer, 
but a mere adventurer and saloon-keeper ; not 
an American,buta Barbary Jew; and he thought 
that the Navy Department should be put onits 
guard against him. The letter to Mr. Seward 
was tranamitted to the Secretary of the Navy. 
Before it: was received, however, Abecassis 
had been there and contracted for the sale 
of twenty-five hundred tons of coal. 

When a responsible American citizen con- 
tracts for the delivery of coal to the Navy he 
is required to give bond, with ample security, 
for the performance of his contract. Not so 
Abecassis, for he obtains’ contracts vast in 
amount without knowledge of the market by 
the Department, without advertisement, or 

iving any secutity whatever. Well, when Mr. 

arvey’s letter was received, the Secretary 
turned it over to the bureau officer who made 
the contract, and he, instead of thanking Mr. 
Harvey for the interest he had taken to pro- 
tect the Government, wrote a letter to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, very insulting to Mr. Har- 
vey, and intimating that it was none of his 
business, and closing as follows : 

* It is evident that the merchants and their allies 
hare combined to prevent the waters from being 

iverted from their accustomed channel, and are in 
fear that in the troubling of the waters of the pool 
they will not be made whole.” 

Our minister was backed up by one of our 
naval officers, Captain Jeffers, who was also 
vebuked for having spoken disrespectfully of 
the bureau favorite. As the letter of Captain 
Jeffers is rather good, and shows that there 
is one officer at least in the Navy who has a 


: dealers. 


Attracted by the name, somo of my officers visited 
the place when I was last here, and finding it a dis- 
reputablo place ceased going there. 

our brother now keeps it, and you aro reported 
as a silent partner. K . 

I knew little or nothing of this when I saw you in 
Washington, but was both surprised and amused 
that.a common fellow like yourself should be seen 
in a gentleman’s hause, I attributed it to the easy 
credulity with which foreign impostors are received 
in our country. I havo yet to_learn that you had 
any introduction through the Portuguese legation, 
the only guarantee of respectability in a foreign 


country. Our public men, of course, receive every . : 


well-dressed person. Since, my officers have often 
laughed at your cheeking impudence. , 
Nevertheless, when Commodore Smith informed 
me that you had offered to furnish coal at thirty 
shillings per ton, and ‘that, on jnvestigation, that 
price was found to be less than ever before. paid, I 
advised him to accept it, provided that he had a suffi- 


cient guarantee of your responsibility, and that suit- | 
able orders weregiven relativeto inspection, quality, : 
and weight; that from my knowledge of the price of | 


coal in Europe, no person could supply good Cardiff 
steam coal at a less price. 


I recommended to the other bureau that they 


should have nothing to do with you; that you had | 
no place of business—was only a street broker, sell- | 
| ing for others on a commission; and that the object : 
of having a paymasteron board was to mako pur- . 


chases without the intervention of a middleman, 


You have, on shore and aboard, endeavored to rep- : .... 
resent yourself as an agent of the United StatesGov- ` 


ernment for general purchases, when you have no 
such appointment. P : 
Since [came in you have been very persistent in 
endeavoring to obtain orders, notwithstanding my 
statements to you that the regulations of the service 
required that purchases should be made direct of 
ou baye mistaken my habitual politeness 
of manner, and yesterday threatened. me with a 


reference to the Department becauselI reiterated my , 


intention to direct that nothing but coal should be 
ordered through you. f , 

Now, the officers of the American Navy are not 
accustomed to threats on the part of any one. Peo- 


ple have a right to do as to them may scem best, but — 


not to attempt to bully with threats. I therefor 
directed my orderly to see you over the side, an 
have given orders that you shall not be permitted to 
again como on board, except to receive payment of 
your bills. 

You furthermore took it upon yourself to accuse 
the officials of the United States Government here 
of misrepresenting you, although I informed you 


that my information relative to you came from my | 


own officers. I allow no vagabond foreigner to be 
disrespectful to the representatives of my country in 
my presence, i : ; 

ou are at liberty to mako what use you please of 


this letter. 
WILLIAM N. JEFFERS, 
Commander United States Navy. 
Mr. Isaac Azeoassis, [asbon, Portugal. 
The letter of the bureau officer was trans- 
mitted through the Seeretary of State to Mr. 


Harvey, who, of course, could not but feel | 


indignant at the treatment he had received at 


the Navy Department, and he again wrote to | 
the Secretary of State, in August, 1867, reaf- | 
firming all he had before said ; and in Novem- | 
ber, 1868, he wrote again, exposing the abuses |: 


existing in Lisbon in supplying the Navy, (for 


it appears that nothing could be done there in | 


the way of supplies or repairing vessels with- 


out going through the hands of Abecassis,) ` 


and he this time sends an affidavit to show that 


it was the habit of this fellow to require mer- -; 


chants to add to their bills twenty to twenty- 
five per cent. for his benefit, or they could not 
have the patronage. 

This letter was dated November 6, 1868, and 


I should have supposed the | 


on the 30th November Mr. Seward transmitted 
itto the Navy Department, but it had no weight 
there, for a few days after it was received, 
namely, on the 18th December, Abecassis 
again appeared at the Navy Department, and 
withqut advertisement or notice of any kind 
to the public that the Navy wanted coal, 
entered into another contract, without security 
of any kind, to furnish the Navy with six thou- 
sand tons of coal twenty-five per cent. above 
i the market price in Lisbon, as the proof shows, 
and the coal of avery inferior quality; and 
the Secretary is made to say that he ‘‘cannot 
but regard. the course of Mr. Harvey as an im- 
pertinent interference with the affairs of the 
squadron ;’’ and the. bureau officer intimates 
that so much zeal on the part of Mr. Harvey 
to protect the Government could only be ac- 
counted for on the supposition that he was inter- 
ested with some of the merchants who were 
deprived of the patronage of our Navy. 

To show how contracts are made in the De- 
partment, amounting to nearly fifty thousand 
dollars in gold, I give you here a copy of the 
Only papers pertaining to this contract. Though 
this party was wholly irresponsible and a resi- 
dent of a foreign country, he was able to do 
what the most responsible citizen could not do, 
obtain’ such a contract without giving ample 
security for its fulfillment: 


Mr. Abeccassis to Commodore Smith. 
` WASHINGTON, December 18, 1867. 
Commodore M. Surry, Chief Bureau Equipment and 
: Heeruiting, Washington, De O. s 
I respectfully propose to furnish to the United 
States Government, for the use of its vessels stoppin 
at the port of Lisbon, Portugal, six thousand tons o 
Cardiff coal, of 2,240 pounds to the ton, to be deliv- 
i: ered alongside of vessels, fragof Any charge for trans- 
portation, at twenty-eight shillings sterling per ton, 
and one shilling additional per ton to put the coal in 
the bunkers of tho vessels, to be paid for at the sta- 
tion after due inspection end measurement on hoard 
‘| the vessels. od 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: ISAAC ABECASSIS. 


. Commodore Smith to Mr. Abecaasia. 
Navy DEPARTMENT, À 

BUREAY or EQUIPMENT AND RECRUITING, 

WASHINGTON, December, 18, 1867. 

Sin: Your proposition of this date, to furnish six 
thousand tens of Cardiff coal to United States vessels 
stopping at the port of Lisbon, has been received, 
and is accepted. 

Admiral D. Q. Farragut, commanding tho Euro- 
pean squadron, has been instructed in tho premises, 
as per duplisate letter addressed to him, herewith 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; : . M. SMITH, Chief of Bureau. 
Isaac Asecassis, esq., Washington, D, O. 

So matters went on until a change of admin- 
istration. But the:zeal of Mr. Harvey did not 
. cease. He wrote directly to Secretary Borie, 

April 11, 1869, to put him on his guard, and 
. detailing the monstrous abuses prevailing at 
Lisbon; but Mr. Borie made no reply, and it 
is very doubtful whether they ever let him see 
the dispatch, for I must believe that had the 
i abuse been brought to the notice of that hon- 
|| orable gentleman it would have been corrected. 
| Within thirty days after the letter to Mr. Borie 
| wasreceived at the Department, again A becassis 
‘| appears there, and this time to sell olive oil; 
|| and, as if with the intent to further insult and 
i| show their contempt of our diplomatic repre- 
sentatives abroad, without notice or advertise- 
ment of any kind, another contract was entered 
inte with him, without requiring him to give 
security of any kind, to furnish the Navy fifty- 
six thousand gallons of olive oil, and that, too, 
at a price giving Abecassis a profit of $15,000 
in gold on the single transaction. 
|. Mr. WARD. I would like to know what 
officer of the Navy Department would make 
| any sueh contract. ` 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I am stat- 
, ing facts, and facts only. I have the corre- 
spondence here, which has been called for by 
‘the House but not yet ordered to be printed. 
, In that is found the only excuse I have heard 
i for making any such contract. The present 
 consulat Lisbon, appointed by President Grant, 


y 


i 

i! 
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writes to a member of the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, and to other gentlemen; stating 
that the price was twenty-five per cent. above 
the market, and sending certificates of dealers | 
tothat effect. For farther information in regard : 
to this subject I refer to Executive Document 
No: 48. g . ; 7 

Mr. Neal, our consul, in speaking of this 
fellow, Abecassis, in a letter to Secretary Robe- 
son, dated September 13, 1869, says: 


“for reasons of which I am ignorant our naval 
officers do not think it necessary to consult the Uni- 
ted States authorities at this port in the matter of 


> f i ing repairs made, &c., bu 
purchasing, sunni es He hi "Abecastis, Niece 
himeeif ‘the naval contractor of the United States.’ 
By what authority he assumes this title I am not 
informed. He is not a merchant, is not a butcher, 
baker, nor even ship-chandler. Ho has no supplies, 
aad his entire business, as tar as I can see, i3 lim- 
ited to his dealings with our fleet and Government.” 

In the letters from the bureaus through which 
the oil was purchased it is stated in justification 
that the price paid, $1 05 per gallon, was less 
than the last purchase made at Ville Franche, 
in France, where $1 30 was. paid per gallon. 
If this proves anything it is not that the Gov- 
ernment was not swindled at Lisbon, but that 
it was worse swindled at Ville Franche. Prob- | 
ably there is another and a worse Abecassis | 
at Ville Franche than at Lisbon, which renders 
it pretty certain than these abuses exist every- 
where, and that some legislation of the kind I 
propose is necessary to prevent it, 

In justice to the Navy I should perhaps say 
further, that the chief engineer in his letter says 
thatat the time this oil was purchased in Lisbon 
olive oil was worth in Boston $1 40 to $1 45 
per gallon currency. Butassuch oil had paid a 


duty of thirty cents a gallon, gold, it is per-. | 


fectly evident that the Boston oil dealer must 
have bought his oil abroad for eighty cents or 
less in gold, to be able to pay thirty cents gold 
duty per gallon and sell it here for the price 
named. But if it were not trae that the Gov- 
ernment had paid a penny more than a fair | 
price, the necessity of taking away a discretion. | 
whereby the Government may be swindled is. 

apparent. . Tafea E 

When the present Administration came into - 
power the condition of the Navy was most 
deplorable. Mr. Welles, in a letter to Senator 
Grimes, chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs in the Senate, bewailed the condition 
of the Navy and naval vessels, and attributed 
it all to the neglect of Congress in not giving 
him his estimated appropriations, and says | 
that “‘if those who succeed me are embarrassed — 
for the want of vessels or means, it shall beno | 
fault of mine.” Yet it should be borne in | 
mind that the means at his disposal were in | 
excess of those of the present Secretary. The | 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] some : 
time sin¢e made a speech in which hearraigned | 
the Navy Department, and made the statement | 
that there had been expended on the Navy in 
the last year $87,782,716 95. That he may 
have no farther excuse for mistepresentation 
I will furnish him and the House with off- 
cial figures showing the exact expenditures for | 
the past year and the preceding year; figures | 
that, in view of the amount of work done on 
our ships, are greatly to the credit of the pres- 
ent management as contrasted with the late | 
Administration. | 

lt will be seen that the amount expended | 

from March, 1868, to March, 1869, was $22,- 
760,359 90; from March, 1869, to March, 1870, 
$20,893,159 24; and I am assured that the 
expenses for the present fiscal year will not 
exceed $20,000,000. Before the debate is closed 
on this bill I propose to say something in re- 
gard to the cost of maintaining the Navy under 
the present and late Administrations, and I | 
will say here that the comparison will be highly | 
favorable to the present Administration. 

The present hend of the Department, I am 
sure, ig disposed to correct abuses and dis- 
countenance extravagance and inefficiency. 
How far he is harapered by influences that dis- 
regard law, and regard the Navy as the prop- 


| stand between him and the bureaus of the De- 


erty of a favored few, to be used for the glori- 
fication of themselves, friends, and flatterers, is 
not for me to say; but I can assure him that 
neither the Navy generally nor the public are 
satisfied that an irresponsible party should 


partment, the officers of the Navy and people 
of the United States. 


Expenses of last Administration from Mareh, 1868, to 


March, 1869, when it went out. i 
Amount Amount Amount 
1868. rawn. refunded, expended, - 
March... $3,501,123 59 $728,950 96 $2,772,172 63. 
April. we 2,345,217 46 719,500 56 1,625,716 90 
May.. 2,313,152 59 561,008 09 1,752,054 50 
June. 2,829,512 69 103,902 97 2,725,009 72 
July.. 2,675,586 T2 340,443 48 2,335,143 24 
Augus a 2,259,601 28 1,258,280 7O 1,001,320 58 
September. 3,068,695 07 799,809 99 2,263,885 03 | 
October...... 4,025,732 10 73,914 Jd 3,321,817 95 
November.. 1,972,193 88 311,8344 309 1,600,849 53 -| 
December.: 1,490,021 45 269,465 15 1,220,556 30 `: 
January... 2,612,589 98. 1,300,869 99 1,311,720 02 | 
February... 3,162,199 47 2,397,636 07 764,513 40 


Total.......932,255,626 28 $9,495,266 38 $22,760,359 90 


= 


` Expenses of the present Administration for the year 


_ just ended, from March, 1869, to March, 1870. 


Amount Amount Amount `. 
drawn. refunded, expended, . || 
.. $2,727,345 19 $1,093,112 91 $1,634,232 28 |} 
3,736 47 218,255 30 1,459,481 11 |! 
463,635 19 452,351 54 1,011,283 65 5; 
2,825,396 24 805,441 46 2,019,954 78 | 
sè 2,095,352 15 239,191 43 1,856,169 72 | 
August....... 2,294,016 59 670,545 95 1,634,470 GL | 
September, 2,525,268 32 292,983 72 2,302,999 60 
October...... 2,521,096 96 136,051 16 2,384,145 80 
November.. 1,846,366 96 187,348 25 1,659,018 71 
December.. 2,781,744 08 956,636 69 1,826,107 34 
January... 2,413,771 16 648,983 31 1,764,787 85 
| February... 2,188,848 88 823,332 12 1,360,516 76. 
Total.......$27,316,578 14 $6,453,418 90 $20,893,159 2+ | 
——_—— ———o a —ooOe—— iy 
Present Administration. | ‘| 
Amount Amount Amount ` 
- refunded. expended. | 
$239,191 43 $1,856,160 72 
670,545 95 1,623,470 64 
222,268 7A 2,302,999 6 
096 136,951 16 2,384,145 
November... 1,948,966 96 187,348 25 1,761,618 71 
‘ December... 2,781,744 03 955,636 69 1,826,107 34 
1870 i 1 
` January... 2,413,771 16 648,983 31 1,764,787 85 | 
i February... 2,188,848 88 823,332 12 1,360,516 76 i| 
Total....... $18,769,065 05 $3,889,257 63 $14,879,807 42 ‘i 


Orders are peremptory to bureaus to reduce I 
expenses for the remainder of the year, so as — 
to bring the whole expense under $20,000,000. : 


| resumed its session, (Mr, IDGE 
| chair,) atid proceeded with the consideration 


Welles’s administration. 
Amount Amount Amount 
drawn. refunded. expended, | 
July assess $2,675,586 72 $340,443 48 $2,335,143 24 | 
August........ 2,259,601 28 1,258,280 70 1,001,320 58 
September.. 3,068,695 07 799,809 99 2,268,855 08 
October....... 4,025,732 10 703,914 15 3,321,817 95 | 
November... 1,972,193 88 311,344 30 1,660,849 58 
mess ie 1,490,021 45 269,465 15 1,220,556 30 
January... 2,612,589 98 1,300,869 96 1,311,720 
February... 3,162,199 47 2,397,686 07 - 764,513 40 
Total....... $21,266,619 95 $7,381,813 80 $13,884,806 15 


Expenses from July, 1868, to March, 1869.— 
The expenses for these months are $1,000,000 
less than for the current year, but this is done | 
by the refunding of their last month, Febru- 
ary, and leaving us to settle in March, Their 
whole year from March to March will be seen 
to exceed ours from March to March of the 


it and it is almost certain’ that there wi 


current year by $2,000,000. 


Expenses for fiscal year 1868-69. 
Amount Amount Amount 
1868. drawn. refunded. expended. | 
Tuly......ss0. $2,675,586 72 $340,443 48 $2,385,143 24 
August...... 2,259.60 1,258,280 70 ~ 1,001,320 58 
September. 3,068,695 07 799,809 99. 2,268,885 09 
October...... 4,025,732 10 703,914 15 3,321,817 95 
November. 1,972,193 88 311,344 30 1,660,849 58 
pa 1,490,021 45 269,465 15 1,220,556 30 
January..... 2,612,589 98 1,300,869 96 1,311,720 02 
February... 3,162,199 47 2,397,686 07 ` _ 764,513 40 
Mareh........ 2,727,345 19 1,093,112 91 1,634,232 28 | 
April... „663,136 47 13,255.36 . 1,450,481 11 | 
BY eeeeeseesee 1,463,635 19 452,851 54 1,011,283 65 
June....... . 2,825,306 24 „441 46 2,019,954 78 
Total......$29,948,733 04 $9,945,975 07 $20,000,757 97 
De eg vo ae aE en ga 


Mr. COVODE. In addition to what the 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasapury ] 
has said, I desire to say that the fellow, Abe- 
cassis, to whom he has referred, was recog- 
nized as a gentleman here, while he was not 
recognized as such in Spain. 

Mr. LOGAN. Who recognized him 4s a 
gentleman here? 

Mr. COVODE. The officials of the Navy 
Department. He was in the habit of spend- 


‘ing a part of his time here, and succeeded in 
: securing the confidence of the ex-Secrctary 
‘ of the Navy; and then when he went abroad ' 
' he ignored entirely the American minister at 


Lisbon and made contracts, one of which was 


to sell coal collected at Lisbon for the rebel 
| navy to American steamers at a profit of $1 25 
; per ton, and a very inferior article at that, as 
| compared with English coal for sale in the 
: satne market. 


- Mr. ALLISON. Was it Pennsylvania coal? 
{Laughiter. } 

Mr. COVODE. No, it was not Pennsyl- 
vania coal. Mr. Harvey, our minister at Lis- 
bon, did his duty faithfully in reporting to the 
Government of the United States the trans- 
actions then going on at Lisbon, in which there 
was a speculation amounting to a very large 
sum of money for the benefit of this fellow 
Abecassis, a Jew andthe keeper of a doggery 
in Lisbon. Sir, it sickened me of the whole 
transactions of the Navy Department when I 
saw that the money of the United States was 
being squandered abroad for the benefit of a few 
individuals, and those not deserving the con- 
fidence of thea Government. Mr. Harvey did his 
duty faithfully, and reported the facts. The 
statement was sent to me, and I went to the 
Navy Department with it, but could not even get 
a hearing there, although I was prepared to show 
thatthousand6of dollars wete being squandered 
for the benefit of a man who had no reputa- 
tion at Lisbon or elsewhere, except in the 
Navy Department here. This, of course, was 
done under the Johnson administration 

Mr. HALE then addressed the Committee 


of the Whole, but béforé concluding his re- 


marks, - 
The hour of half past four o'clock % m. 
having arrived, the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the ‘Union, pursuant to order 
of the House, todk a ‘recess until half past 
seven o'clock. cae 


EVENING SESSION. 
Athalf past seven o’clock p. m. the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
Epripas in the 


of:the bill (H. R. No. 1633) making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the fiscal 
year ending 80th June, 1871. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Hate] is entitled to the floor, and 
has twenty-five minutes of his hour remaining. 

Mr. KELLEY. Thegentleman from Maine 
is not here yet. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman, inasmuch 
as the gentleman from Maine is not pe 

1l be but 
few members here this evening, as the pres-' 
ence of the Ohio Legislature in the city has 
drawn off many members of the House to 
extend to them the usual courtesies of thë 
capital, I would suggest that the committee 
rise, and that the House adjourn; and I make 
the motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. HALE] is now present. . __ 

Mr. HOLMAN. If. the gentleman from 
Maine desires to go on this evening, of course 
I will not insist on my motion. : 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection whatever. 
to the rising of the committee. 

Mr. KELLEY. I think we had perhaps 
better take a recess for ten minutes, to see if 
members will come in. ý ; 

a MORGAN. Isthe motion to rise debat- 
able 
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The CHAIRMAN. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. KELLEY. I hope we shall take a 
recess for fifteen minutes. | 
_Mr. MYERS. Oh, no; let the committee 


rise. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. The chairman of the Com- | 
mittee on Appropriations [Mr. Dawes] is | 
away; the member of the committee who has į 


It is not, except by 


charge of the bill [Mr. Wasunury, of Wiscon- ‘| 


sin, ] is away. I think there is no member of the | 
Commi:tee on Appropriations present except | 
the gentleman from Michigan, | Mr. Beaman, ] | 
and he, I believe, has nothing to do with this | 
bill; and I do not think it would be fair to | 
that committee to go on with the bill. i 
-~ Mr. MORGAN. I should feel great regret ; 
to be compelled to go on this evening. I be- 
lieve I am to follow the gentleman from Maine, | 
(Mr. HALE, ] and as I wish to discuss questions ' 
directly connected with the appropriation bill, | 
I should dislike to do it in the absence of the | 
Committee on Appropriations. 
Mr. KELLEY. I wish it understood that 


discussion of the bill under existing circum- | 
stances there being so few members present. I | 
thoughtthere might be a recess of ten or fifteen | 
minutes to see if members would come in. ; 
That was myidea. I did not wish to press on 
business or force gentlemen to speak to empty 
seats, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask for a vote on my 
motion. 

The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. SCOFIELD 
having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 
Mr. ELDRIDGE reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union had, 
according to order, had under consideration | 
the state of the Union generally, and particu- 
larly the special order, being the bill (H. R. 
No. 1533) making appropriations for the naval 
service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
now adjourn, 

Mr. JUDD. I desire to introduce a bill for 
reference. _ 

. Mr. HOLMAN. Inthe absence of aquorum 
I shall have to insist on my motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
(at seven o’clock and thirty-seven minutes p. 
m.) adjourned. 


I move that the House do | 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented, 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The petition 
of Messrs. Bowen & Co., bankers, of Broad- 
head, Green county, Wisconsin, against the 
passage of the funding bill. 


ai 


By Mr. JUDD: The petition of George 
Dunlap, and others, against the passage of the 
Senate funding bill. 

Also, the petition of A. G. Cooper & Co. 
and others, citizens of Chicago, Milwaukee, 
and Detroit, asking areduction of duty on flues 
and tubes. Catt, A 

By Mr. LOGAN: The petition of Mr. George 
W. Morrison, for increase of pension by spe- 
cial act. 

Also, a petition of clerks of the War Depart- 
ment, asking repeal of tax on salaries. 

By Mr. PACKARD: The petition of W. H. 
Ammons and others, citizens of Stark county, 
Indiana, asking for the abolition of the duties 
on tea and coffee, and the reduction of the 
duties on sugar and molasses. 

By Mr. PAINE: A memorial of the Legis- 


lature of Wisconsin to Congress, for an appro- 
priation to build a custom-house and post office 
in the city of Green Bay. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wis- 
consin, relating to bounties to honarably dis- 
charged soldiers. 


i 
\ 
i 
| 


i 
i 
l 
l 
| 
j! 
l 


| MAN, 


: of yesterday was dispensed with. 
I have no desire to press gentlemen to the | 


Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wis- 
consin, to refund to the city of Racine certain 
moneys advanced for the construction of the 
harbor at Racine. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wis- 
consin, asking the removal of stray bands of | 
Indians in that State. i 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wis- — 
consin, relative to a grant of land to the Wis- | 
consin railroad farm-mortgage lands. l 

By Mr. STOKES: A memorial, signed bya 
large number of truly loyal men of Carroll | 
county, Tennessee, setting forth the condition ' 
of the country and asking relief at the hands , 
of Congress. | 


Fripay, April 22, 1870. 
Tagor by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- | 


On motion of Mr. CHANDLER, and by | 
unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal ` 


| 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. | 

Mr. WILLEY presented a petition of citizens | 
of Virginia, and of trustees and friends of the 
Methodist Episcopal church in Leesburg, Vir- 
ginia, praying compensation for damagesto that | 
church by United States troops during the late | 
war; which was referred to the Committee on 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented the 
etition of William A. Fleming McIntosh, of | 
iberty county, Georgia, praying the removal 

of his political disabilities; which wasreferred : 


to the select Committee on the Removal of `: 


Political Disabilities. 
Mr. WILSON presented a petition of officers ! 


and members of asociety known as ‘‘ The Labor ` 


Reform Society No. 1, of Washington city, Dis- ` 
trict of Columbia,’’ praying a charter of incor- ' 
poration ; which was referred to the Commit- 


: tee on the District of Columbia. 


+ Mr. HARLAN presented a joint resolution | 


of the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, ‘! 
asking a grant of lands to indemnify settlers |: 


for lands taken from them by the grant for the 
Des Moines river improvement; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands. il 


and ordered to be printed. i 

He also presented a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Iowa, in rela- 
tion to the establishment of a mail route, with 
tri-weekly service, from Anita, in Cass county, 
via Hamlin’s Grove, Oakfield, Exira, Lucock’s 
Grove, Mack’s, and Carrollton, to Carroll Cen- 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citi- 
zensof Massachusetts, signed by Francis Bacon 
and others, praying for the preservation of the 
harbors of the United States against encroach- 
ment; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. THURMAN presented a joint resolution 
of the General Assembly of Ohio, requesting 


the Senators and Representatives of that State || 


in Congress to urge the passage of a law by 
which the State of Ohio will be authorized to 
surrender the national road to the several coun- 


may provide, and for the surrender to the State 
of all claims which the United States may have | 
upon any part of the national road, and the , 
repeal of all acts of Congress relating thereto; ' 
which was ordered to lie on the table, and be | 
printed. _ ; j 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I present the petition of 
William M. Springer, a citizen of Illinois, who 
alleges that he has invented a new and useful 


way for taking, recording, and counting the ;' 


yeas and nays in legislative bodies, and also a 
system of division of the House where the 
record of the vote is not required, for which 
he has obtained a patent; and he asks per- 
mission to put up his instrument at his own 
expense, that it may be tested in the Senate of 
the United States, { hardly know to what cam- 
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mittee to ask to refer this petition, whether it 

would more appropriately goto the Committee 

on Rules or to the Committee on Public Build- 

ings and Grounds. He accompanies the peti- 

tion with a copy of his patent, showing what 

his apparatus is, and asks that he may be per- 
: mitted to introduce it at his own expense, that 
‘it may be tried. Imove the reference of the 
' petition to—- 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
suggest that it will require an amendment of 
the rules if the proposition shall be agreed to, 
and therefore it would be appropriate to refer 
it to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move, then, to refer 


', it to the Committee on Rules. 
IN SENATE. i: 


The motion was agreed to. 
` Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of the Cher- 


. okee Indians, of North Carolina, praying an 
‘investigation into the acts of William H. 


; Thomas, James H. Terrell, and S. H. Swet- 

! land, and that such measures be taken ag will 
compel them to account for and pay over to 

‘ the Indians certain money improperly retained 
by them; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CARPENTER, presented a petition of 
members of the bar of Wisconain, praying an 
increase of the salaries of the judges of the 

. United States courts; which was ordered to lie 


: on the table. 

Claims. f 
| 
| 


| _ He also presenteda petition of J. O. Culvey, 
| H. M. Page, and others, citizens of Wiscon- 
i gin, for the abrogation of legacy and succes- 


'| gion taxes; which was referred to the Com- 


; mittee on Finance. S 
He also presented a petition of owners and 


: masters of vessels and material-men, praying 


the enactment of a law for the relief of ship- 
builders and material-men, and to provide a 
‘speedy remedy for the collection of claims 
: against domestic ships and vessels; which was 


., referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. FOWLER presented the petition of 
Gustavus A. Butler, of Giles county, Virginia, 
praying the removal of his political disabilities; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 
: the Removal of Political Disabilities. 


| REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM, from the Committee 
on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 800) to prohibit all but certain officers 
boarding or leaving vessels before entry at 
the custom-house, reported it without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. SUMNER. The Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom were referred resolutions 
| of the American Geographical and Statistical 
Society in favor of the Government fitting out 
an expedition for Arctic exploration and the 
discovery of the north pole, and also sundry 
petitions from citizens in different parts of the 
country praying for the same thing, have had 
the same under consideration, and report them 
' back to the Senate, and ask to be discharged 


| from the further consideration thereof, as there 


is a bill already reported by the committee on 
| that subject. 
The report was agreed to. 


|| . Mr. SUMNER. The same committee, to 
ties through which it is located, as the State | 


whom was referred the bill (S. No. 535) for 
: the relief of Kenneth Mackinzie, have had 
i the same under consideration and directed me 
| to-report it back to the Senate with a recom- 
mendation that it be indefinitely postponed. I 
! will state that this isa bill introduced by the 
| Senator from Vermont, [Mr. MorRILL, ] pro- 
| posing to pay Mr. Mackinzie, Canadian coun- 
' sel employed by the United States in the case 
: of the Fenians, the sum of $44,000 in addi- 
tion to the fee of $5,000 which he has received 
| from the Government. The committee do not 
i find any merit in the claim. Accompanying 
‘the bill is a report of the committee, which 
| ask to have printed. 
| The bill was indefinitely postponed, and tha 
"report was ordered to be printed. 
: e also, from the Commitee on Foreign 


1870. 


Relations, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill (S. No. 831) for the relief of Baron 
Creutz, of the Netherlands, The bill was read - 
and passed to a second reading, and the report 
was ordered to be printed. ; i 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on the ` 
District of Columbia, to whom were referred 
the following bills, reported them severally 
without amendment: : 

A bill (H. R. No. 983) to amend an act en- 
titled “ An act forthe enforcement of mechan- 
ies’ liens on buildings, &c., in the District of 
Columbia,” approved February 2, 1859 ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 120R to amend an act 
entitled “ An act to establish in the District 
of Columbia a house of correction for boys,” 

roved July 25, 1866; 
PPR hill (H. R. No. 1456) to abolish joint 
tenancy in the District of Columbia ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1635) to authorize the 
corporate authorities of the city of George- | 
town, in the District of Columbia, to pave and 
improve the streets thereof; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1594) to amend an act 
entitled ‘An act to incorporate the Freed- 
men’s Savings and Trast Company,’’ approved 
March 8, 1865; and 

A bill (S. No. 781) to amend an act entitled 
& An act fixing the compensation for the bail- 
iffs and criers of the courts of the District of 
Columbia,’’ approved February 22, 1867. 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No, 471) in relation to certain unsold lands 
in the counties of Porter and Lake, in ihe State 
of Indiana, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (H: R. No. 649) to incorporate the 
University for the Blind in the District of Co- 
lumbia, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor; which 
was agreed to. 


Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 489) to authorize 
the construction and maintenance of a bridge 
across the Niagara river, reported it with 
amendments. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
830) for relief of the Drew Theological Sem- 
inary of Madison, New Jersey; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. McDONALD asked, and by unanimous | 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 


resolution (S. R. No. 179) authorizing water- | 


gauges to be established and observations to 
be made on the Mississippi river and its prin- 
cipal tributaries with a view to obtaining in- 


formation required for the protection of the | 


alluvial lands against overflow, and for the 
improvement of navigation; which was read | 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on | 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill | 
(S. No. 832) authorizing United States com- 
missioners to use official seals and provide for 
the authentication thereof; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD. I present to the Senate, 
on behalf of the Committee on the Pacific Bail- 
road, a somewhat voluminous report, made to 
that committee by a sub-committee appointed 
by themselves ; and I am instructed by the com- 
mittee to ask that it may be printed, together , 
with the testimony accompanying it, for the | 
information of the committee and of the Senate, | 
in order to enable the committee to proceed | 
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Mr. HOWARD. In regard to what is known 
as the Southern Transcontinental Railroad 
Company. 

' The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 

- objection the report will be considered as 

` ordered to be printed, and reco mmitted to the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

Mr. HOWARD. That is what I desire. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. STEWART subsequently said: I wish 

' to state with regard to the report from the Com- 


: mittee on the Pacific Railroad, made by the | 
Senator from Michigan a few moments ago, : 


; that as one member of that committee I do 

. not know whether it contains my views or not. 

; Perhaps I agree to it, and perhaps I do not. 
I have not had achance to examineit. I have 
no objection to its being printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There was simply |. 


a motion to print and recommit, so that the 
' Senator is not bound by it. 
“ Mr. HOW 
response to the Senator from Nevada, that the 
; report to which he refers is made for the in- 
. formation of the Pacific Railroad Committee, 
| the committee. I ought also to say that the 
|! sub-committee before it was made to the com- 
mittee. I do not regard either him or my 


Rice, ] who is also on the sub-committee, as 


|| It remains for them to examine it carefully as 
|| they shall choose, and to derive their own con- 
| clusions from it. 
: Mr. STEWART. I have no objection to 
| that course. 
' Mr. FENTON. I suppose that no member 
| of the committee, except of the sub-committee, 
perhaps, can be regarded as bound by the 
report, whether he was present or not this 
morning. 

~Mr. HOWARD. Not at all. I wrote the 
report of the sub-committee myself, and I only 
am responsible for it. I take that responsi- 
bility cheerfully. 

JOHN YOUNG. 


Mr. FERRY. While I was home, about 
the Ist of April, the case of the application of 
John Young for the extension of a patent was 
reported adversely from the Patent Committee 
by the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. CARPEN- 
TER] who is on that committee. I learned at 
! home almost immediately of the adverse report 
|| and telegraphed to the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin, requesting that it might lie over until I got 
|| back. My telegram did not reach him, however, 
until he had made his report and had the bill 
|| indefinitely postponed. What I want now to 
ask is unanimous consent that the bill be taken 
|| up and placed on the Calendar with the adverse 
report, as would have been done, as a matter 
of course, had I been here at that time to ask 
to have it done. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It can only be 
done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Task if it can be done 


at all? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It can be by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. ANTHONY. After the bill has been 
indefinitely postponed ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We can reconsider it by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Can it be reconsidered 
| if the motion is made more than three days 
afterward ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It can be done 
by unanimous consent. The Senator from 
Connecticut states that he was absent when the 
bill was reported and indefinitely postponed. 


{ 


more intelligently in the investigation of the | 
subjects now before them. ! 
p a VICE PRESIDENT. In what case : 
is it i 

l 


- 


Mr. HAMLIN. It was competent for any 


vote within one or two days afterward. That 
| is the rule. This is simply suspending the rule 
by unanimous consent and allowing a motion 


ARD. I simply wish to say, in ; 
a J'he | sent of the Senate suspend a rule applying to 
| and itis to be printed with aview to reference to | 


|| report to which he has alluded was read to the | : t p 
i| and acted upon in their absence, it does not 


colleague, the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. | 


| being bound by and committed to that report. | 


Senator to make a motion to reconsider that | 


i 
Il 


to reconsider to be made and put it on the 
Calendar. That can be doneat any time during 
the session if the Senate consent to suspend 
the rule. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then anything that has 
been indefinitely postponed, and which every 
person interested in it thought was disposed 
of, can be taken up afterward as though it had 
not been indefinitely postponed ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, by the unanimous 
consent of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island object? 

Mr. ANTHONY. I do not think it is com- 
petent for the Senate todo it. I think that 
the vote that we passed here at the last ses- 
sion, in the McGarrahan case, that a bill which 


| had been indefinitely postponed might be called 
: up at a subsequent time, is contrary to all par- 


liamentary law. . 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We donot propose to do 


-it by a vote, but by unanimous consent. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Can the unanimous con- 


a case that has been disposed of? Take this 
very case. There were persons here interested 
against this patent. Theycame and stayed here 
until they thought it was disposed of, and then 
went home. Now, if it can be taken up again 


seem to me very fair. 

Mr. FERRY. Ido not propose to have it 
acted upon now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg to say one word to 
my friend from Rhode Island. The fifty-third 
rule, I believe, contains the limitation within 
which the motion may be made. Without the 
fifty-third rule it would be in the power of the 
body at any time during the session to recon- 
sider anything that had been done. Now, by 
suspending the fifty-third rule, as the Chair 
says, by unanimous consent, it is perfectly in 
order to move to reconsider ; but, of course, it 
cannot be done without unanimous consent. 
ts Reconsideration’’ applies to something that 
has been done and gone by, of course. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island object? The Chair 
cannot understand whether he does or not. 
The right accrues to every Senator to object 
when unanimous consent is asked to suspend 
any rule of the Senate. . 

Mr. POMEROY. What rule is it proposed 
to suspend? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The twentieth 
tule, which states that a motion to reconsider 
must be made within two days. But the fifty- 
third rule states that any rule can be suspended 
by unanimous consent, and the Senator from 


| Connecticut asks to suspend the twentieth rule 
| in this case in order to allow the bill to be 


placed on the Calendar with the adverse report 
of the committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that will be done. 
Nobody objects to it, I reckon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Chairunder- 
stands that no objection is made to the recon- 
sideration; and the bill, being House bill No. 
1492, will be placed on the Calendar. 


CHANGE OF RULE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate now 
resumes the consideration of resolations which 
have laid over, and the Secretary will report 
the first resolution. 

The Secretary. The first resolution on the 
Calendar is the resolution submitted by Mr. 
WILLIAMS on the 6th of April, to amend the 
rule of the Senate recently adopted respecting 
the order of business on the Calendar. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move that that rego- 
lution be passed over. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PROPOSED ANNEXATION OF WINNIPEG. 
The next resolution on the Calendar was the 


| following resolution, submitted by Mr. Cuanp- 


LER on the 19th instant: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he hereby is, directed toappoint two or more 


2888 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 22, 


commissioners, or other diplomatic agents, to open 
negotiations with the people of Winnipeg, with a 
view to the annexation of that district of country to 
the United States as a Territory or as a State. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wiil ` 


| 


i 


state to the Senator from Michigan that this ` 


resolution is mandatory. 
Executive, It would have to be a joint reso- 
lution if it was to direct a specific act to be per- 


is to “request.” ; 

Mr. CHANDLER. Letthe Secretary change 
the character of it and make it a joint resolu- 
tion if necessary. a 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
changes the language to ‘‘request’’ it will come 
within the purview of Senate resolations. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Let it remain as it is 
for the present. I suppose the change can be 
made afterward. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Certainly. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I offer this 
resolution in the interest of peaee, of good 
neighborhood, and of good-fellowship as be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States of 
America. It is rumored, I know not with 
what truth, that the Dominion of Canada is 
about to send an army to the Red River settle- 
ment to put down the government that now 
exists there. Whether that rumor be true or 


> them under any conceivable state of fact. 


not I cannot say; but I wish to show before I | 


move the reference of this resolution that it 
would be a very injudicious act on the part of 
the Dominion to attempt that thing. 

Now, Mr. President, why should we not 
open negotiations with the people of the Win- 
nipeg settlement? There is a government 
which has been established for more than six 
months, a ‘‘ government of the people, by the 
peoria and for the people.’ Two attempts 


i 
il 
t 


It ‘directs’? the - 


United States; and yet, sir, the moment the 
first gun was fired at Fort Sumter the British 
Government made haste to acknowledge the 
belligerent rights of our rebels. 


But my friend from Massachusetts will say, | 
You are | 
No, sir; ' 


ttHow about the Alabama claims? 
complicating the Alabama claims?”’ Ì 
I am doing no such thing, for I gave notice 


, -th . fi r that I would never 
formed of that character. The usual language A A ATN 


again call up the Alabama claims, or conde 
then put on record a mortgage against the 
dominion of Great Britain lying north of us of 
$2,200,000,000, and I simply propose now to 
levy execution in part. Thatis all. The time 
has not quite arrived to foreclose and take pos- 
session of the whole, but the time has arrived 
to open negotiations for a goodly portion. 


Mr. President, the Hudson bay territory, | 


which is now under the government of Winni- 


peg, contained in 1861 a population of seventy- | 
It comprises. the whole . 


one thousand souls. 
territory lying north of us where the waters 
empty into this Hudson bay. 
the coast of Labrador to British Columbia. 
All of this vast interior of the continent is now 
in the possession and under the government 
of the people of Winnipeg. It is for that ter- 
ritory [pointing it out on the map] that I pro- 
pose now to negotiate—as large almost as a 
continent. We paid $7,000,000 for this small 
strip you see on the map, ice-bound Alaska, 
three years ago; and now tle people of Win- 
nipeg come and offer us this whole vast terri- 
tory for the privilege of becoming citizens of 


' these United States. 


ave been made to overthrow that government | 


by the Dominion, and both of those attempts 
have ignominiously failed.. In one instance 


' to the United States. 


the attempt was made to organize the savages | 


of that region, offieered by a Dominion officer, 
to put down this government; but, sir, that as 


weil as the other attempt to put down this | 


people’s government was overthrown, and the 
government of Winnipeg hás remained unques- 
tioned since last November, except in those 
two instances.. ž i 


Now, Mr. President, why should we not 


open negotiations with these people? The | 


people of the United States have decreed that 
the land of this continent of North America 
belongs to the people inhabiting that land. 


The Government of the United States has said ` 


to the whole world, ‘‘ Here is your home, if 
you see fit. to come in and occupy this goodly 


land ;’’ and the Government of the United ' 
States simply. charges the citizen of the world ii 
the actual expense of putting up the boundary | 


stakes and lines and limits, to wit, ten dollars 
for each lot. We say to the whole world, 
t Come in and occupy this land ;”’ and they are 
‘coming by thousands and hundreds of thou- 


sandsannually, and by millionsin every decade. |: 


But, sir, in contradistinction’ to this decree 
that has gone forth to all the world, here is & 
Dominion which declares that this land belongs, 
to whom? To the Crown, not the people. To 
the Crown of Great Britain belongs this vast 
territory, says this Dominion established on 
our borders. These two systems are so dia- 
metrically P that they cannot exist 
side by side. One or the other must go down. 
Hither this continent of North America is for 
the people wha oceupy it or it is for the Crown, 

hen the southern rebellion broke out and 
Fort Sumter was fired upon the British Gov- 
ernment did not wait three days before it ac- 
knowledged the belligerent rights of the rebels. 
No, sir, they did not wait three hours; for they 
issued the proclamation of néutrality before 
they heard of the firing upon Sumter. But 
allow that they had heard of the firing upon 
Sumter; here were seventy men in a fort in 


Charleston harbor fired on; and there were | 


ihirty-odd million pedple belonging to these 


_ time hasarrived when these negotiationsshould | 


Sir, I call upon the Committee on Foreign 
Relations to give this subject: their earnest and 
immediate and favorable consideration. Here 
isa ‘‘Governmentof the people, by the people, 
and for the people,’’ that has remained unques- 
tioned for six months asking for annexstion 
Shall we turn a cold 
shoulder upon that people and upon that vast 
territory that they propose to proffer ua asa 
free gift? I trow not, sir. I believa that the 


be opened, and opened in earnest. My friend, 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 


, Relations, was slow to adopt my views upon . 
the Alabama claims and our difficulties with 
Great Britain. He opposed me year after year 


for four long years; but his mind is progressive, 


and at the end of four years, discovering his . 
error, he cathe up to my standard, and I how | 


entreat him to go a step further and come up 
to my standard now. 

Mr. DRAKE. Get a peg 
nipeg. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
this Hudson bay territory comprises nearly 
the whole of the British possessions. 
the Dominion, comprising Upper and Lower 


higher into Wii- 


| Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, &c.; but » 
it is a mere speck upon the map. Then, here ; 
is British Columbia, which is not included in / 


the Hudson bay settlement. But this is not 
all, for it is not only the people of Winnipeg 
who are suing for admission or for annexation 


to the United States, but British Columbia with | 
one loud voice sends up the desires of her peo- | 
pe to be admitted into this great nation, and | 


ere is Nova Scotia on the extreme east almost 
unanimous for annexation tothe United States. 


Now, Mr. President, what is the title of | 
Great Britain to this vast continent? I have ' 


said that she owes us, and I have put the mort- 


| page on record, $2,200,000,000, or one half the 
; whole expenses of the war. 


My friend from 
Massachusetts concurs with me that she is 
justly, honorably, and equitably bound to pay 
us one half the expenses of our war for her 
course during that war. She cannot pay it and 
we never expect her to payit incoin. We 
simply say to Great Britain,- ‘‘ Give us a quit- 


| claim deed to this continent and we will for- 


give you the debt, and nothing short of that.’’ 
Bat, sir, what does she giveus? Great Britain 
has not now and never had title to one single 


Itextendsfrom | 


It will be observed that ` 


Hereis | 


acre of land on this continent. She gives ug 
a quit-claim deed of what she never owned, 
4 Some of her explorers, many of them driven 
| out by the persecutions of the British Govern- 
ment, discovered headlands on this continent 
and raised the British flag; and upon that 
baseless foundation rests her entire title to this 
soil. : 
But my friend from Massachusetts will say, 
“ Has she not the right of conquest?’ Yes, 
: sir; and how much right did she get by that 
“conquest? She got the exact right possessed 
‘by the conquered and no more, not one iota 
more than the conquered possessed; and the 
conquered possessed no more right than she. 
But the Senator will say, ‘‘ Did you not ac- 
| knowledge the right in the purchase of Lou- 
isiana?’? Yes, sir; we purchased Louisiana 
for a small sum. But suppose France to- 
day held Louisiana and this northwest terri- 
tory, do you think we would pay her for it? 
We were then a weak nation, and it was cheaper 
and better for us to recognize a right that did 
not exist in fact than to go to war. But what 
should we do to-day, sir? Weshould not pay 
- France four millions nor forty millions nor any 
millions to evacuate the Louisiana purchase. 
We should say to France, ‘Your presence 
. here is an intolerable nuisance, and therefore 
' you tust leave.’ That is all we should say. 
How is it with this Dominion? That Domin- 
ion has become, an intolerable nuisance. It 
costs us to-day to protect our northern frontier 
from smuggling more than ten million dollars 
‘a year; but that is not all. It is estimated 
that our Treasury suffers to the extent of 
$40,000,000 a year by smuggling, notwith- 
. standing this vast expenditure to protect that 
i frontier. 
Mr. President, nations are like individuals. 
Because my friend from Massachusetts owns a 
i lot opposite mine he has no right to establish 
a soap-boiling establishment or other nuisance. 
_ I could appeal to the law and have that nui- 
‘ sance abated. Just so it is with nations. Ifa 
nation. is strong enough to abate a nuisance it 
abates it, Are we strong enough to abate this 
nuisance? 
But.again, sir, this Dominion is antagonistic 
to our institutions. Establish a dominion 
_there, connect this whole territory into one 
great Government, witha royal scion atits head, 
with its standing army, with its royal institu- 
tions, and the effect would be to compel us on 
our border to keep standing armies, to keep a 
force which we should not otherwise be required 
.tokeep. It would bea standing menace to this 
: Government, a menace that we ought not to 
. tolerate and will not tolerate. 
Now, Mr. President, notwithstanding Great 
| Britain has no title, notwithstanding she never 
: had a title to any portion of this continent, if 
' she will quietly leave it, quietly roll up her flag 
and carry it away, then we will say to Great 
Britain we are ready now to meet youin peace, 
in harmony, and in amity; but if you under- 
: take toestablish a dominion upon this continent, 
: with royal institutions, you must be prepared 
` to maintain that dominion by a force superior 
to any force that the United States can bring 
to bear against it. 
Mr. President, it is said that the Dominion 
'| proposes to send three or four or five or ten 
‘| thousand men up into the Winnipeg region to 
: overthrow that government. I hope that that 
lis not true. I hope that the Dominion will 
| undertake to do no such thing. But suppose 
I 


A 
' 
it 


; she does, there is a vast immigration going up 
into the Winnipeg region; I cannot tell how 

reat it is; but buffalo are abundant and game 
is abundant, and immigrants are going up there 
in great numbers; and as they are obliged to 
subsist by hunting they all go well armed; and 
| then there are between two and three hundred 
: thousand Fenians, who are, as I am informed, 
about to emigrate en masse to people that vast 
. territory, and for the Dominion to send five or 
| ten thousand men up there is simply to sacri- 
il fice them. Sir, it would be equal folly for them 
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to send twenty or thirty thousand men. Every 
single man that goes there will become a perma- 
nent occupant of the soil; not one will ever 
come back. They will all rest there when they 
getthere. I hope and trust, in the interest of 
humanity, taat they will not undertake to send 
any force there less than t 
regular British soldiery. Then they might have 
some hope of makinga stand in that vast region ; 
that is to say, if the people of the United States 
should not protest; and if they did one hundred 
thousand would be no bet 

Mr. President, what is the condition of the 
United States with regard to all other nations? 
I was conversing one afternoon with some 
Prussian officers, and among other things they 
said to me: “How large is your Army p 
t Well,” I said, “‘ forty thousand men.” ‘They 
inquired, ‘‘ How many reserve?’ Ianswered, 
«A million.’ “Ah,” said one of the officers, 
who spoke English very well, “I mean how 
many officers.” ‘‘ We have officers for two 
million.’’? ‘No; but I mean experienced off- 
cers.” ‘Yes, I mean experienced officers; 
every one has been in battle.” “Ah! but,” 
said he, ‘your troops are militia.’’ I replied, 


“ Certainly, they are militia; but they have all » 


seen four years’ service in actual war.” ‘‘ Ah, 
but militia cannot fight regular troops.” 
“ Why not?” I inquired. ‘Oh, they cannot 
fight them at all,’ said he; ‘‘it is no use; 
militia cannot fight regular troops.’’ Said I, 
“Sir, you were in the battle of Sadowa.” 
Yes.” ‘tHow many men did you lose in 
that battle?’ ‘Eleven thousand.” ‘ But,” 
said J, ‘‘that was the skirmish before the bat- 


tle; how many did you lose in the battle?” | 


He said, “ We did not fight but one day; the 
Austrians ran.’ ‘‘ Well,” said I, ‘my dear 
sir, I have bot any doubt that your men would 
fight if they had any experience. In the battle 
of Sadowa you lost exactly the same number 


of men that General Grant did in the first day’s |: 


battle of the Wilderness; on the second day, 


after sleeping on our arms, we lost fifleen thou- _ 


sand men; on the third day we lost about ten 


or twelve thousand men, and on the fourth we : 
It is the fourth day that testa the : 


had a fight. 
capacity of your troops for fighting.” I could 
not make him understand that our troops had 
fought four days in that desperate manner, nor 
could I make him understand the difference 
between a Prussian regular and an American 
volunteer. 

But, sir, I say to you here that the United 
States to-day have more men that have actually 
been in battle under fire than all the rest of 
the world put together, more experienced sol- 
diers and more experienced officers. We are 
to-day the strongest military Power on earth. 
Let us open negotiations with Winnipeg with 
a view to its annexation either as a Territory 
or a State, as the resolution which I offer sug- 


gests; and my word for it, you will have no | 
fighting. There is no desire on the part of | 
any nation on the earth to fight with us on the : 
The British © 


land. Not a soldier will be sent. 
are taking away their troops, and have taken 
them 2e allawaynow. They havestopped 
fortifying t 


claimed. Then, sir, when we once take pos- 
session of this continent we shall hold it, hold 
it for the people, hold it for the occupants, 
hold it against the world. 

Mr. President, the time has about arrived for 
us to proclaim to the world just what we mean. 
We have, as I before said, decreed that this 


people inhabiting it, and we have prodaimed 


to all the world, ‘‘Come in and take posses- | 


sion of this land, and all we charge you is the 
expense of setting up your metes and bounds.” 
ir. President, this continent is ours, and we 


may as well notify the world now as at any | 


future time that we will fight for our own if we 
must. We desire a peaceable solution of this 
and all other questions. We have been for- 


bearing toward Great Britain; we have been j 


one hundred thousand . 


ter than one hundred. : 


e Dominion. They admit that they || 
could not hold it thirty days after war was pro- | 


forbearing toward all the world; but the time 
has now arrived to assert the Monroe doctrine. 


‘| Lam glad that my friend, the chairman of the 


i Committee on Foreign Relations, concurs with 
‘ meonthispoint. Thetime hasarrived or nearly 
arrived when we shall say to all the world, 
‘Hands off from this continent; it is ours, 
and we intend to possess our own.” 
Mr. RAMSEY. I should like to in 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations whether any action is likely to be 
taken shortly on the resolution I introduced 
in the Senate, and had referred to that com- 
mittee about two or. three months ago, with 
regard to this region of British America. 


facts before them of an authentic characte? on 
_ which they can act. 
. Senator is still pending. 


quire of | 


ation leading him to suppose that the Brit- 
ish Government will ask the use of our canal 
for the transportation of troops to Winnipeg? 

Mr. RAMSEY. They propose to ran their 
boats through unobserved some early day of 
the season, I should like to have a letter 
which I have just received on this subject read 
at the desk. í 

The Seerctary read as follows: 


BUFFALO, April 18, 1870. 


_ SiR: if our Government would issue an order, 
and enforce it, that no British or Canadian armed 


: ship or transport for carrying men or military stores 


or arms should pass up the St. Marie canal, and sec 


. that no American vessel was chartered to those Qov- 
' ernments for such purposes, of transporting military 


Mr. SUMNER. The committee have no | 


‘mittee await the development of events and | 


` the communication of such information ds they 
can have officially. They have nothing now, 


body has in the newspapers. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I have understood there 


are communications in the State Department | 
showing a state of things that I thought the | 


| committee would agree with me required the 
interference of our Government, or some atten- 

| tion at least. 
Mr. SUMNER. Attention, certainly ; but 


| 
| 


condition to explain. 


this matter may be treated by'some now asa 
very light and trivial affair, it will get to be a 
very serious question which we cannot excuse 
| ourselves for not acting upon. The British 
authorities, as the Senator from Michigan has 
said, are now organizing a vast military expe- 


| 
l 
1 
tt 
i 
$ 


what action there can be I am not now in a | 


Mr. RAMSEY. Undoubtedly, sir, although | 


' subdue those people; and in addition to the; 


regular troops they are sending there, they are 
calling in the Indians from the west coast of 


organized militia of the Dominion, and the : 


stores or troops, it would follow there could be no Red 


i river expedition this year, and if not this year prob- 


` : ‘abl 
The resolution of the |): ably never, 


Of course the com- | 


' dition to take possession of that territory and | : 
3 A | chairman of the Post Office Committee inform 


, Lake Superior up to Red river; and I see it | 


Nations have been called oat. 


| Mr. HOWARD. Do I understand the hon- ' 


stated that some eight hundred of the Six : t 
ii take some action on the subject. 


1 


i: orable Senator from Minnesota to say that the | 
| Canadian Government are enlisting Indians for |, 


| the purpose of calling them into their military |: 


vt 


| service? 
Mr. RAMSEY. No doubt of it. 


if 
i! information on that subject? . 
i Mr. RAMSEY. Information of which there 
l can be no doubt. They probably would not 
| officially communicate the fact to any one, but 
| no doubt it is a fact. The newspapers are full 
| of it. Now, if these people are to get up into 
the Red river country by any water communi; 
' cation, this is the season of the year, and they 
must pass through the Sault Ste. Marie canal, 
å work of our own; and certainly we cannot 
sit idly by and allow that. An Indian war on 
`: the frontier of the British dominions will in- 
' volve the Indians on our frontier. I find ina 
i letter of an Ottawa newspaper correspondent 
this statement: 

“The avenging expedition will, it is currently 


i 
| 
| 
| 


| 

i! rumored, consist of three hundred regulars and seven 
t 
| 


I am, however, informed on very good authority.: 


‘| that it has been deemed advisable to make the expe- 


dition two thousand strong. Tho four companies of 


| sixty-ninth and rifle brigade, will be sent with a 


|: steel battery. The troops sont out from England will 
; 4 ; ‘| replace those sent hence to Assiniboin. Th 
continent of North America belongs to the | 


evolun- 
teers will probably number fourteen hundred, and 
i| will be picked men from the rural battalions. The 
various Indian tribes in Canada have yolunteere 

their services. The Six Nations alone offered to put 
eight hundred braves into the field. ‘Lhe scouts, 
batteau-men, 


Wolseley, late quartermaster general for Canada. 
Though a young man (only thirty-seven) he has seen 
hard service in India, the Kaffir wars, and the Cri- 
mea. 


as many medals.” 


Mr. SUMNER. HastheSenator any inform- 


hundred Canadian volunteers, with a steel battery; '' in our recollection the aggressive policy of 


the sixtieth rifles, now at Ottawa, and some of the | 


&c., will be selected from. the Indians. | 
and half-breeds in the vicinity of Fort William. The ; 
whole force will be under the command of Colonel || 


He has been wounded seven times, and carrics | 


Mr. HOWARD. HastheSenator authentic ' 


Our cana was built for our own military uses, and 
for peaceful purposes. Surely the British Govern- 
ent have no-claim to its use for military purposes. 
‘This is plain common sense. ‘There is not a Cana- 
dian vessel, it is said, on Lake Superior; so if they 
could not chatter American ones they could send 


as the Senator is aware, except what every- ‘| no men or stores to Fort William till they could build 


vessels or. haul them around the eanal, Nothing 
could bedonethisyear. We haveawar vessel which 
could poliec Lake Superior and kecb our people 
quiet. Many have looked anxiously for a movement 
in the direction indicated above. The Sault will be 
open within two wecks. Vessels will be hurried up 
by the Dominion, itis said. Soif anything is done 
a special agent (military) ought to be sent to the 
Sault at once. The defeat of this Dominion expedi- 
tion, will save us in all probability an Indian war 
on the Northwest, and give us the Red river country 
in the end. * RS E E E 


Hon. Mr. Ramsey. 


_ Mr. RAMSEY. In addition to this, I under- 
stand that the Canadian government are send- 
ing a large body of men, soldiers or enlisted 
men in civil attire, on to the frontier through 
the State of Minnesota, with a view of cutting 
off the retreat of Riel and his party in case 


| they should be forced to fly to American soil. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Will the 


' as whether he cannot introduce a bill for car- 


rying the mails and extending our commerce 


‘to Winnipeg? (Laughter. ] 


Mr. RAMSEY. That will be the next step 
if the Committee on Foreign Relations do not 
(Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOWARD.. I wish simply to say that 
the Sault Ste. Marie canal, through which it is 
contemplated these troops may pass, belongs 
to the State of Michigan, and is under the con- 


ii trol of the Legislature of that State, who have 


. appointed a superintendent to take charge of 


it, keep it in repair, collect tolls, &c. l am 
quite sure that the constituted authorities of 


| that State will never consciously, wittingly, 


knowingly suffer any British troops to pass 
through that canal with a view to attack Win- 
nipeg, or carry on any other military operation. 
The coun need not expect any assent to be 
given on€he part of that State to such an expe- 
dition; and 1 may go further and say, without 


| any impropriety perhaps, that I have it from a 


very high source that no permission will be 
given by the executive Government of the Uni- 
ted States to the British authorities to move 
troops through any portion of the United States 
with a view to suppress what is called the insur- 
rection at the Red river. I hope that no such 


‘license will be granted by our own country to 


|| the British authorities. 


dl 


We have too freshly 


Great Britain toward us during the war which 
has recently occurred in our own country. At 
all events, Great Britain has no right to ask 
any such privilege at our hands; and I trust, 
and indeed I predict, that she will never receive 
any such license from our Government. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Will they. not pass through 
without asking permission, unless our authori- 
ties are cautioned on the subject? 

Mr. HOWARD. Undoubtedly the rules 
might be evaded by persons going forward to- 
ward the Red river country in citizens’ dress, 
without arms and without uniforms ; but I take 
it if the authorities of Michigan are wise and 
vigilant, and that is their character, they wiii 
soon discover any such evasion of the law: and 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 22, 


every effort will be made to prevent the use 
of that invaluable public improvement, the 
Sault Ste. Marie canal, as the channel through 


which the British Government will undertake || give to- 
to suppress the movement now going on in i F 
ji adopted, and it will not be given to the Com- 
', mittee on Commerce, I hope we shall go on |: 


the Red river country, 
Mr. SUMNER. Iwill simply say that I have 
no reason to believe that the question to which 


my friend from Michigan has just spoken will 


ever arise. Ido not believe that any British 


l 


troops will ever go through the Ste. Marie canal, 


nor that there will be any application on the 
part of Great Britain for that privilege. I will 
inquire of the Senator what destination he pro- 
poses to give to this resolution ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; I was about to 
make that motion if the Senator did not. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
will modify the resolution so as to “request ” 
the President instead of directing him. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
fied accordingly. The Senator now moves the 
reference of the resolution to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. SCOTT. Iask leave to move that when 
the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is 
in order, 


Mr. CHANDLER. 


Before the reference I ` 


It will be modi- | 


i 
Í 


transact business from the Committee on Com. | 


merce. 


I ask the Senator to withdraw his | 


motion in order to give us to-morrow for that | 


purpose. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


' 


state that the Senate have already adopted a - 


resolution reading as follows: 


Ordered, That on Friday and Saturday next, imme- 
diately after the privileged morning business shall 


_me witness that I have not generally taken | 
i: more even than the time which he by a strict 


., day, as a general rule, in the Departments; 


; M ; ans ate | 
: make this motion at this time. i 
I desire to-morrow to | | 


have been conciuded, the Calendar shall be taken up | 


for the consideration of general orders not objected `i 


to, and no other business shall be in order. 


will not prevail. 
Mr. SUMNER. Oh, let us adjourn over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


ate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


anything by attempting to sit here as contin- 
uously as we do. 
individually concerned it is calculated to break 
every man down who does his duty and knows 
what is going on in the Senate. If we can 


shirk our duties here, perhaps we can bear up | 


under them. We come here every day at 


twelve o’clock and remain sometimes away | 


into the night, and every day to a very late 
hour for dinner—between five and six o’clock— 
besides having to attend the meetings of com- 
mittees in the mornings, and we cannot con- 


tinue that every day in the week. I hope the 


motion will prevail. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 
every member of this body that business is 
greatly behind. It is well known that there 
are a great number of bills that ought to be 
passed. I wish my friend from Illinois had been 
as careful of the health of the Senate when 
we had the Georgia bill before us and were 
sitting here night and day listening to speeches, 
I wish he had considered the health of the Sen- 
ate then. But now, inasmuch as his bill is out 
of the way, he is at once greatly distressed for 
fear somebody will get sick. I am sure they 


cannot get any sicker than I was of the Georgia 


debate. [Laughter. ] 


I hope that this motion will not prevail, and | 


that we shall be allowed two days for busi- 
ness. 
four and a half months. I do not remember 
that we have had more than one day for busi- 
ness during this session. Now, I hope that 


It is well known to | 


That is more than we have had yet in! 


I hope that motion will | 
be adopted. I do not think that we can gain | 


The Senator | 
from Pennsylvania mcves that when the Sen- | 


I am sure so far as we are | ; 
aside temporarily until we can dispose of this 


: formally passed over, subject to a demand for 
Mr. CHANDLER. ThenIhopethis motion | 


' mine is, I find when Saturday comes my duty | 


these two days which have been set aside for 
business will be devoted to the business of the 
Senate. I should be glad if the Senate would |! 
morrow to the Committee on Com- l 


merce. But as a previous order has been | 


with the Calendar according to the resolution | 
that has already been adopted, and shall not ' 
adjourn over till Monday. 

Mr. SCOTT. Having made this motion, I 
feel like expressing my desire, with the Sen: : 
ator from Michigan, that the Senate shall | 
occupy as much time as possible in the trans- | 
action of business; and lam sure he will bear | 


mathematical calculation has meted out to 
each member of the Senate in discussing the 
measures which are before it. But there is | 
some other business which requires the atten- 

tion of Senators outside of the Senate Cham- 

ber as well as inside. Ido not know how it | 
may be with other members of the Senate, but | 
representing a State as near the capital as | 


to my constituents requires the whole of that . 


j 
and unless we do get that day to attend to that | 
character of business it is utterly impossible | 
that it can be attended to at all if we discharge 
our duties as members of the committees and 
as members of the body. For that reason I 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning | 
hour has expired, and the unfinished business | 
pending at the adjournment yesterday is before | 
the Senate, being the bill (H. R. No. 986) to , 
abolish the franking privilege. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us take a vote on 
this motion. 

Mr. DRAKE. I hope we shall be allowed 
to decide this question of meeting to-morrow. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the unfinished business will be in- ` 


the regular order. i 

Mr. CHANDLER. I object. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then 1 move to postpone 
the regular order, in order to take up the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Pennsylvania. That 
can be done. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am sure my friend, 
the Senator from Minnesota, will not allow 
anything to interfere with the bill abolishing 
the franking privilege. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. This is only to lay it 


motion. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The Senate on yesterday 
resolved to proceed to other business to-day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 
Massachusetts moves to postpone the present 
and all other orders for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the consideration of the motion of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania in regard to the | 
adjournment over. Is there objection? The | 
Chair hears nbne. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the attention of the | 
Chair to the order under which the Senate is ' 
now acting ; whether that motion is in order; | 
whether it is in order to postpone that subject. ` 
The rule being specific that to-day and to- | 
morrow shall be assigned to these subjects, is 
it competent now without a change of that 
order to change that rule? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Maine that by the 
fifteenth rule the unfinished business pending 
at the adjournment on the previous day is first 
in order unless that rule shall be suspended by ' 
the unanimous consent of the Senate distinctly | 
declaring the suspension of the rule. This 
resolution was adopted on the motion of the 
Senator from Rhode Island, after lying over 
one or two days, by a majority vote of the Sen- 
ate in regard to the business of to-day. It is 
not yet before the Senate, and it can only be | 
reached by passing over the bill in regard to |j 


aE 


the franking privilege, which is now before the 
Senate. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Suppose the Senate pro- 
ceed now, under the resolution of the Senate 
yesterday, and devote to-day to the Calendar 
of unobjected bills, what then becomes of the 
bill to abolish the franking privilege? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It will be the 


first special order, and as soon as this order ig 


| executed in regard to the business of to-day 


and to-morrow, it will resume its place as a 
special order. a 

Mr. RAMSEY. Then it will come up on 
Monday ? : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will, unless the 
Senate should adjourn on some bill this after- 
noon or to-morrow afternoon, in case the Sen- 
ate should sit then, and then that bill would 
be the unfinished business, having priority. 
As soon as that should be disposed of, the 
bill in regard to the franking privilege would 
come up. z 

Mr. SUMNER. Now let us have the ques- 
tion on the adjournment over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ig 
on the motion of the Senator from Peunsylva- 
nia, that when the Senate adjourns to-day it be 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I should like to have 
the yeas and nays on that motion. I must 
have to-morrow to transact business, if pos- 
sible. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 35, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Boreman, Brown- 
low, Cameron, Carpenter, Casserly, Davis, Drake, Ed- 
munds, Fenton, Fowler, Hamilton of Maryland, 
Hamilton of Texas, Harris, Howell, Kellogg, Me- 
Creery, McDonald, Nye, Patterson, Pool, Rice, 
Robertson, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Spencer 
Sumner, Thayer, Thurman, Trumbull, Williams, an 

ales-—oo. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Buckingham, Chandler, 
Cole, Cragin, Ferry, Flanagan, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Howard, Howe, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Morton, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pratt. Revels, Sher- 
man, Svewart, Warner, Willey, and Wilson—23. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Cattell, Conkling, Cor- 
bett, Gilbert, Johnston, Lewis, Norton, Ramsey, 
Saulsbury, Sprague, Stockton, Tipton, and Vick- 
ers—]4, 


So the motion was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT TO APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, sub- 
mitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
to the bill (H. R. No. 974) making appropri- 
ations for the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending 80th June, 1871; which was referred to - 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PROPOSED RECESS. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I now move that the 
Senate take a recess to-day from five o’clock 
until half past seven o'clock, with a view of 
considering this evening bills reported from 
the Committee on Commerce that are unob- 
jected to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that in order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion can 
only be entertained by unanimous consent. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _I will not object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Michigan asks that by unanimous consent an 
order be entered that the Senate take a recess 
to-day from five o’clock until half past seven 
o’clock for the purpose of considering bills 


~ 


į unobjected to from the Committee on Com- 


merce. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
no objection. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Chair be 
authorized and requested to fillthe existing 
vacancies on the Committees on Revolution- 
ary Claims and Mines and Mining. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair ap- 


| points the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Jons- 


STON] to fill the vacancy on the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, and the Senator from 


1870: 
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Virginia [Mr. Lewis] to fpe vacaucy on the | Mr. TRUMBULL. J dọ not think it needs 
MI 


Committee on Mines and Mining. 


PROPOSED RECESS. 
Mr. THURMAN. What was the proposi- 
tion for a night session? I want to hear that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It was agreed 
by unanimous consent that the Senate should 
take a recess from five o’clock until half past 


seven o’clock this evening for the purpose of | 
considering bills reported from the Committee | 


on Commerce that were not objected to. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


Committee on Commerce only. 


i 
i 
1 
f 
| 


any order. 


` Mr. HAMLIN. Ido not ask for any order; 


‘| but I ask for that statement to be read, so that 
-we shall understand it and have no dispute 
: about it. 


I thought it was to-con- |: 
sider all bills unobjected to, not bills from the `; 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Michigan states that he’ hag one bill that will 
take two hours to read. 

Mr. THURMAN. { intended to object to 
that motion, and rose for that purpose. 


Ohio states that he rose in time to object,.and `! 
the Chair mast therefore entertain the objec- | 


tion. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw that objection. I simply propose to 
take up bills that are not objected to. I will 
not take up a single bill to which there is an 
objection. 1 have one bill which will take 
nearly two hours to read. 

Mr. THURMAN. There must be a great 
many things to object to in that bill, and there 
will not be more than half a dozen Senators 
here. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is quite enough. 

Mr. THURMAN. A half a dozen Senators 
ought not to pass bills. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 


Ohio states that he rose in time to make the 
objection. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I think he was a little 


too late. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has always 
been the usage in the Houseof Representatives 
and also in this body, when a member states a 
fact of that sort, to accept it as conclusive on 
the subject. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to make a sugges- 
tion to the Senate in relation to the rule under 
which we are acting. I came into the Senate 
just as the Senate last voted. I think there 
ought to be a unanimous understanding that 
each Senator who has reported or who has 
charge of any particular bill or joint resolution 


that shall come up for the action of the Senate | 


shall have five minutes to state the 

Mr. SUMNER. That is right. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If we do not do that we 
cannot tell by the text whether we want to 
object or not. If that can be done by unani- 
mous consent I have nothing further to say. 
If not, I shall certainly move to reconsider that 
resolution for the purpose of amending it in 
that way. We want to accomplish results, and 
we shall accomplish results if that can be done. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think the suggestion 
of the Senator from Maine is eminently proper, 
and I supposed when I offered the order that 
unanimous consent would be given for any Sen- 
ator to explain a bill or to answer any ques- 
tions in regard to it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us confine it to five 
minutes, 

Mr. ANTHONY. The spirit of the order is 
tbat we shall transact business which is not to 
be debated at length. 

Mr. SUMNER. Thatisit. 

Mr. ANTHONY. That is the idea; and I 
think we shall have no difficulty. 

Mr. SUMNER. But, then, the character of 
a bill cannot always be determined by its title. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Certainly not. 

_ The VICE PRESIDENT. 
like to understand the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Maine. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I send it to the Chair in 
writing, 


purportof it. 


The Chair would ; 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will report it. 
The Secretary. Itis: 


The Secretary 


But any Senator reporting or having chargeofthe ` 
, bill or joint resolution coming up for action shall be 


allowed five minutes to explain the same. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 


Senator says, ‘‘ Let the bill go over.” When 
a Senator objects to the further consideration 


i of a bill, then it goes over; but uptothattime ; 
there ought to be a little chance to make sug- - 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom . gestions about a bill, and five minutes’ discus- | 


sion might enlighten the Senate, and they might 
all be willing to hear it. Then some Senator 
might object to its further consideration. When 


objection is made the bill must go over; but | 


until it is made let explanations be heard. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 hope that will be the 
understanding. There ought certainly to be 
honor enough among the members of this body 
to come to an understanding, when we are going 


to take up bills to which there is no objection, `. 


that anybody can make a suggestion about 
them. What we want is to dispatch the busi- 
ness of the Senate; but we do not want to do 
that withont knowing what we do. If a Sen- 
ator did not wish to have a bill go over, but 
wanted to make a mere suggestion that some 
feature of the bill had better be changed, I am 
sure the whole Senate would like to bave that 
suggestion made. 
without any difficulty if we just go right on 
with that understanding. 

Mr. FOWLER. I wish to know whether the 
resolution just read is before the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 


Maine asked that that should be considered | 
the understanding of the Senate, that five min- || 


utes should be allowed to a Senator to explain 


a bill. 
Mr. FOWLER. I wanted to object to that. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom |; 


Tennessee objects to the proposition. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The practice we are about 
to enter upon comes from the House of Rep- 
resentatives. I believe it is now for the first 
time proposed in the Senate; and I think, 


therefore, we had better follow the practice of |i 


the House of Representatives in endeavoring 
to carry out this order. Whenever a Senator 
has made up his mind that a bill the title of 
which is stated or which is being read is objec- 


; tionable, he has a right to assert his objection ; 
but in the House it has always been usual to | 


allow the reading of a report accompanying 
a bill. The bill is read; the report accompa- 
nying it is read; and then, if no objection is 
made, the consideration of the bill is entered 
upon. 


over. 
House, and it ought to be observed here. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


without prejudicing the bill, when the body 
sees fit, to the person who reports the bill to 
explain it. 
objection. 
which, of course, waives any rule. ` 

Mr. SHERMAN, I think we had better 
pursue the practice of the House in this matter. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
objection it will be so ordered. 
ject to unanimous consent, and therefore any- 
body can object. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


Mr. SPENCER. I ask unanimous consent 
to allow to be taken from the files the papers 
in the case of William Pollard, late assistant 


I think it ought to be ' 
understood that when a bill is called up any- | 
body may explain it or discuss it until some ; 


I think we can get along | 


But whenever debate occurs that is | 
considered an objection, and the bill. passes | 
I believe that is the practice of the | 


The Chair will | 
state that by the recent rulings in the House |; P 
of Representatives unanimous consent is given | 


That is done where there is no | 
It requires unanimous consent, , 


If there be no | 
It will be sub- `: 
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| engineer in the Navy. The case has been acted 
| upon, and the party desires the papers. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
| objection leave will be granted to withdraw 
i; them. The Chair hears no objection. 

| BUILDINGS FOR MILITARY PURPOSES. 


Mr. WILSON. I ask unanimous consent 
: to reconsider the vote by which some time ago 
~ the joint resolution (H. R. No. 69) relating to 
buildings used for military purposes in the city 
‘ of New York wasindefinitely postponed, with a 
: view to having it recommitted to the Commit- 

tee on Military Affairs. The Secretary of War 
1 thinks he can save in a small expenditure 
i $14,000, and on his statement I desire to have 
' the joint resolution recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I shall not object to this, 
of course, in view of the statement just made; 
© but I give notice that I shall introduce an order 
or attempt to have the sense of the Senate ex- 
pressed upon a rule whereby a bill indefinitely 
postponed cannot be called up again orrecon- 
sidered. We are never safe on anything if 
` that practice is to prevail. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The safety con- 
. sists in the fact that any one Senator has the 
right to object, which would preclude any 
action. 

Mr. POMEROY. . But a Senator desiring to 
object may be absent. The committee makea 
report and have it acted upon when itis made. 
; There is no safety whatever. A Senator may 
| be absent. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. Here the Senator from 
| Massachusetts had the resolution postponed 
himself which he asks to have reconsidered. 
It came from the Military Committee. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
‘ stands that there is no objection to the propo- 
i sition of the Senator from Massachusetts, and 
i. the joint resolution will be recommitted to the 
| Committee on Military Affairs. 


ROLLIN WHITE—-VETO MESSAGE. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senate will 
now proceed to the execution of the order 
setting apart this day for the consideration of 
bills on the Calendar to which no objection 
shall be made. Wherever bills are objected 
, to they will remain on the Calendar of regular 

orders without prejudice, and bills unobjected 
' to will be considered by the Senate. The Sec- 
: retary will read the title of each bill on the 
i Calendar in its order as it is reached. 
The Secretary. The first bill on the Cal- 
i endar is the bill (S. No. 278) for the relief of 
Rollin White, returned bythe President, to the 
| Senate with his objections, January 11, 1870. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sup- 
poses this will be passed over, as it is a debat- 
able proposition, the President having returned 
the bill with his objections. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Are we not ready to 
vote upon it? 
Mr. FERRY. I have no objection to taking 
the vote on it. 
Mr. SPENCER. Let it go over. 
i The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Alabama objects. 

Mr. FERRY. In regard to that bill I sup- 
osed there would be objection made, and I 
desired to ask that it go on the Calendar of 
| special orders. It is now the first of general 
i orders. It isa President’s veto, and it ought 
i: to be where it can be speedily reached. I will 
therefore—— 

Mr. POMEROY. If itis passed over to-day 
it will come up again to-morrow. 

Mr. FERRY. Why not let it go on the Cal- 
endar of special orders? 

Mr. POMEROY. That requires a two-thirds 
vote, and it does not help it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ii would require 
unanimous consent to-day, under the order 
adopted. The bill will retain its place at the 
head of the Calendar of general orders. The 
E ey will report the next bill on the Cal- 
j; endar. 


HH 
i 


1 
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CIVILIZATION OF INDIANS. 


The Secretary. The next bill on the C::!- 
endar is the bill (S. No. 640) to promote the 
civilization of the Indians and to prepare them 
for the rights and duties of citizenship. 

Mr. STEWART, 
considered. 


I object to that being ` 


: of Matamoras, Mexico, or his legal representatives, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed ; 


over. 
WITHDRAWAL OF SPIRITS. 


Mr. BAYARD. I ask unanimous consent 
to proceed to the consideration of the joint 


resolution (H. R. No. 179) for extending the : 


time for the withdrawal of spirits from distillery 
warehouses. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that the order adopted for to-day states 
that no other business shall be in order except 
the consideration of bills on the Calendar as 


they are reached. Nothing can be taken up . 


out of its order except by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BAYARD. I ask unanimous consent. 
Tt is a matter that will not occupy time. 


Delaware asks unanimous consent to proceed 
tothe consideration of the bill indicated by him. 

Mi TRUMBULL. We shall reach it after 
awhile. 


Mr. BAYARD. It F a House resolution 


Leetham, of England, or their legalrepresentatives, 
owners of the British steamer Labuan, $131,221 30, 
with interest from June 2, 1862, to the time of pay- 
ment, and $5,000 without interest; also, to Messrs. 
De Jersey & Co., of England, or their legal repre- 


tothe time of payment; and to Francisco Armendaiz, 


part ownerof thecargo of thesame steamer, $2,067 17, 
with interest from June 6, 1862, to the time of 
ment; such sums being due under a decree o 
district court of the United States for the southern 
district of New York, pronounced March 25, 1868, on 
account of the illegal capture of the British steamer 
Labuan and her cargo by a cruiser of the United 
ates. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the 
: report in that case read. 
Mr. SUMNER. I will state to the Senate 


ay- 


| sentatives, part owners of the cargo of the same : 
steamer, $3,613 92, with interest from May 21, 1862, : 


the . 


that the report consists of a communication | 


from the Department of State, making a state- 
ment of the facts, and inclosing a copy of the 
decree of the district court. The bill is simply 
founded on that decree. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think we ought not to 


: pass abill involving so large an amount with- 


Tho VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom . 0¥t hearing the report read. 


Mr. SUMNER. Very well. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘This is to pay a judg: ` 
` ment of the district court, I understand. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


The decree went up to the | 


` Supreme Court of the United States, and was ; 


for extending the time for the withdrawal of . 


spirits from distillery warehouses. 


Mr. POMEROY. Isit not on the Calendar? `; 
Mr. BAYARD. It ison the Calendar, with, i` 


a report from the Finance Committee adverse 
in its character; but at the same time I will 
explain why I think it should be passed. 
. Mr. POMEROY. Wait until it is reached; 
.then we shall hear the Senator explain it. 
“The VICE PRESIDENT. It is objected to. 


It requires unanimous consent to take it up || 


out of order. 


- Mr. POMEROY. I shall not object when | 


we reach it. I want to reach it on the Calen- 
dar in its place. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This day has 
been reserved by order of the Senate for bills 
not objected to. The Secretary will report the 
next bill on the Calendar. 


BILLS OBJECTED TO. 


The Seorerary. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill (S. No. 77) for the preserva- 
tion of the harbors and navigable rivers of the 
United States against encroachments. 

Mr. BAYARD. Let that bill go over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 
next bill. 

The Secretary. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill (S. No. 114) to enforce the 
fourteenth article of amendment of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. - 

Mr. STEWART. I hope that will be taken 


up. , 
_ Mr, TRUMBULL. . I am ready to vote upon 
it without any discussion. 
. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I object. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will go 
over. The next will be reported. 
The Skorerary. The next bill on the Cal- 


endar is the bill (S. No. 84) to carry into effect | 
the decree of the district court of the United | 


States for the southern district of New York 
in the case of the British steamer Labuan. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Let it go over. 
Mr. SUMNER. No; do not object to that. 
Mr, BAYARD. I think this bill should go 
over. 


Mr. SUMNER. Is there objection to the | 


consideration of this bill ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Delaware asks that it shall be passed 
over. The eae will report the next bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. withdraw the objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let the bill be read. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That there be paid, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


affirmed. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I want to hear enough of 


: the report to ascertain the facts. 


Mr. SUMNER. Very well; here it is: 


“The judgment was, by decree of March 25, 1868, | 


confirmed in all respects, and final judgment ren-. 


', dered in favor of the claimants for the respective 
. sums awarded.” 


i 
{ 
i 
li 
| 


1 


The Secretary will report the j! 


Mr. SHERMAN. Now, let the Secretary ` 
` read the report. 


The Secretary read as follows :. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON, April 13, 1863. 
Sir: The British steamer Labuan, owned by Wil- 


liam Bailey and William Leetham, residents of | 


Kingston, England, and John Leetham, a resident 


Ferricks, John H. Ferricks, and Julius Knoop,com- 


|: posing the firm of De Jersey & Co., of Manchester, 


ngland, (all of the above parties being British sub- 


ii jects,) and in part by Francisco Armendaiz, a Span- 
|; ish subject resident in 


Matamoras, was captured on 
| the Ist day of February, 1862, by the United States 


|i sloop Portsmouth, about four miles off the coast of 


| Texas, near the smali town of Rocca Chica. i 

| The vessel and cargo wero taken to the port- of 
| New York, and March 29, 1862, libeled in the dis- 

| trict court of the United States for tho southern dis- 

| trict of New York as lawful prize. 


' of York, with her cargo, owned in patt by Andrew | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 22, 


vessel was seized. The commissioner reports 
that he finds a certain amount of damages due 
to the owners of the vessel, including interest, 
I think, therefore, the bill will pay interest 
twice if passed in its present form. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 think the Senator is mis- 
taken in that. There is a second letter from 
the Secretary of State. The Clerk will be good 
enough to read the next letter. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON, June 8, 1563, 


Sır: I havo the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of the 4th instant, requestingastatement 
of the particulars of the commissioner’s award in 
the case of the steamer Labuan. Linclose herewith 


- a copy of the commissioner’s report. 


The reasons why interest on the damages for deten- 
tion and for different portions of the cargo are com- 
puted from different dates are not expressly stated, 
but are apparent. Restitution was ordered by tue 
court on the 21st May, 1862, but the commissioner 
awarded $1,000 per diem for the detention of the ves- 
sel for twelve days after that date, during which it 
was detained for repairs. 

The portionof the cargo belonging to Mr.F. Armen- 
daiz would appear not to have been delivered to him 


i until June 6, 1862,and accordingly he computes the 
| interest on its value from February 5, 1802, the time 


it would have been received by the consignees in due 


* Course. 


It is obviously equitable that interest on tho 
respective sums allowed should run from the dates 
assigned by the commissioner, and not that it should 
be compounded by allowance of interest upon tho 
interest computed by him, which would involvea loss 
to the United States of the interest on over forty- 
eight thousand dollars from the 17th March last till 
thotime payment shall be made, __ 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Hon. CHARLES SUMNER, 


Senate Chamber, Washington, D. C. 


: Mr. SUMNER, The bill is founded on that 
etter. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I think not. This bill 
provides for paying $131,221 30, with interest 
from June 2, 1862, to the time of payment, 
whereas the commissioner reports the esti- 
mated amount of damages sustained by the 


` owners of this vessel, including interest from 


' 1862 up to 1868. 


Now, if we go back of that 


: report, and pay interest on this amount from 


The owners of the vessel and cargo interposed `: 


ji their respective claims denying tho legality of tho 


. capture, and alleging that at the timeof capture the 


; vessel was lying at the usual anchorage of vessels of . 
: following it, simply a claim of British subjects 
: against the Government of the United States. 


her character trading with Matamoras. 
Said district court by a decree of the 21st of May, 
1862, ordered thea immediate restitution of the ves- 


tions of costs and dumages for future consideration. 
It having been referred to a special commissioner 


illegal capturo of the vessel and cargo, his report, 
made March 17, 1868, awarded to the owners of the 
Labuan $181,820, including interest to the date of 


| report; to Messrs. De Jersey & Co., as part owners 


of cargo, $4,786 30, including interest to same date; 


ji and to Francisco Armendaiz, as part owner of cargo, 
i| $2,783 73, including interest to date of report. 


This judgment was, by decree of March 25, 1868, 
confirmed in all respects, and final judgment ren- 
dered in favor of the claimants for tho respective 
sums awarded. 

From this decree there has been no appeal, and 
this Department is not informed that any appeal is 
expected to be taken. ; 

Mr. Thornton, H. B. M., by note of April 4, pre- 
sented the case to this Department with a request. 
that it take the steps necessary to secure the pay- 
ment of the sums decreed. 


ject to the attention of Congress, with. the view to 
the appropriation of a sufficient sum to discharge the 
national obligations in the premises. 


I am, sir, your obedient servant, : : 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


Chairman of Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Senate Chamber, Washington, D. C. 
Mr. SHERMAN. That will do. 
Mr. WILLIAMS.. I observe that the bill 


| Hon. CHARLES SUMNER, 


amount of money from 1862. 
Mr. SUMNER. The date of the decree. 


to William Bailey, William Lectham, and John ii 


' of the court to ascertain and report the amount of : 
| damages sustained by the claimants by reason of tht `: 


provides for the payment of interest on this | 


sel and cargoto the claimants, and reserved all ques- ` 


1862, we pay interest twice on the same sum 
of money. 

Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator will look 
further at the decree of the court he will find 
this very item: ‘‘ interest on above from June 
2, 1862.’’ On the third page is the decree of 
the court. Then there is a counsel fee, being 
an item of $5,000, on which the committee did 
not allow interest. 

Mr. COLE. This seems to be like several 
other cases upon the Calendar immediately 


We have, as we all know, very large unsettled 


accounts between the citizens of these two 


Governments and the Governments of the 
United States and Great Britain. I do not 
know any good reason why we should com- 


` ménée paying off British subjects while there 


are large unpaid accounts existing on the part 
of our citizens against the British Government. 
I for one am opposed to commencing to pay 
off these accounts seriatim in this way, or even 
if they are in the form of judgments. Many 
of the claims of citizens of the United States 


i against the British Government are just as dis- 


. as these claims against our Government. 


I respectfully request that you will bring this sub- . 


tinct, as well defined, and as easily pee tona 
e 
have heard from the Senator from Michigan 
this morning—— 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ax- 


THONY in the chair.) Does the Senator from 


: California object to the consideration of this 


-i 


bill? 

Mr. COLE. Yes, sir; I object to it. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator will not 
object to it. 

Mr. COLE. I am opposed to the payment. 

Mr. SUMNER. But will the Senator con- 
sider that here is'a case of liquidated damages, 
a decree of our own courts both below and 


| above—the Supreme Court and the district 
Mr. WILLIAMS. No; the date when the . 


court—and we are simply making an appro: 


1870. 


priation to carry ont the decree of our own 
court. Should we have a commission to audit 
claims of English and American claimants this | 
would not be brought before that commission, | 
because it is already liquidated by a decree of 
our own courts, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from California withdraw his objee- 
tian? 

Mr. COLE. I do not yet. 

Mr. SUMNER. Why cannot the Senator 
let the vote be taken? ke 

Mr. COLE. This of course indicates very 
great magnanimity on the part of our Govern- 
ment, that we should permit these cases to be 
brought in our courts. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifthe Sen- 
ator from California objects debate will cease; : 
and the Secretary will read the title of the 
next bill. 

The SECRETARY. ‘The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill (S, No. 85) to carry into effect 
the two several decrees of the district courtof 
the United States for the district pf Louisiana 
in the cases of the British vessels Volant and 
Science. ; 

Me. COLE. I object to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The bill is 
objected to. The Secretary will read the next | 


bill. . d 
The next bill on the Cal- 


The SECRETARY, 


{ 


endar ia the bill (S. No. 88) to carry into effect i 


the decree of the district court of the United 


in the ease of the English schooner Sibyl and 
her cargo. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That is precisely like ` 


the others. 

Mr. COLE. I know it, and I object to these 
several claims. 

Mr. SUMNER. These bills are all to carry 
out decrees of our own courts. ; 

Mr. COLE. Iam aware of that fact; but I 
am not aware that the British Government has 
shown any such magnanimity toward citizens 
of the United States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Seere- . 
tary will read the next bill. on 

The Secretary. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill (S. No. 86) to carry into effect 
the decree of the district court of the United ; 
States for the district of Louisiana in the case | 


of the British schooner Flying Scud and her | 


cargo. 

Mr. COLE. ‘I object. 
same character. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will | 
be passed over, and the title of the next bill on | 
the Calendar wiil be read. | 

The Secretary. The next bill on the Cal- | 
endar is the bill (S. No. 87) to carry into effect | 
the decree of the district court of the United | 
States for the district of Louisiana in the case | 


That is one of the | 


of the British brig Dashing Wave and hercargo. | 
Mr. COLE. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be passed over, and the next bill will be re- 
ported. | 
The Secretary. The next business on the | 
Calendar is the joint resolution (S. R. No. 32) 
rescribing the manner of proceeding by State | 
egislatures upon amendments to the Consti- 
tution proposed to them for ratification. 
Mr. MORTON. Let that be passed over. 
„Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that it be indefi- 
nitely postponed. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Vermont. 
The motion was agreed to. - 


MARGARET RIDDLE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 81) for the benefit of Margaret Riddle, 
widow and executrix of George Read Riddle, 
deceased. 

_ There being no objection, the bill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to appropriate to Margaret Riddle, widow 
and executrix of George Read Riddle, de- 


States for the southern district of New York | as hereafter constructed westward from the 


| Mr. ABROTT. 


ceased, $2,000, in full satisfaction for supplies 
for the Army of the United States taken trom 


' George Read Riddle during the late rebellion. || 
I wish to hear the report in |i discuss it. 


Mr. FERRY. 
that case. 1 do not know on what facts this 
claim is based. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no 
report with the bill. : 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill states the facts. 

Mr. FERRY. ‘The bill only says that he 
furnished supplies. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I think the bill ought to 
be explained. It may involve a very dangerous 
principle to pass a bill here for property taken 
by somebody without knowing under what cir- 
cumstances, £ 

Mr. POMEROY. It is for the relief of the 
widow of the late Senator Riddle. I know all 
about the case, and I think it ought to pass. 

Mr. CAMERON. We all know about it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, It ought to pass. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It was reported by the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis,] who I 
see is just comingin. He can explain it, if 

: explanation is needed. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
i amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 


' third reading, read the third time, and passed. : 


BILLS OBJECTED TO. 
The next bill on the Calendar was stated to 
, be the bill (S. No. 22) to establish and declare 
the railroad and bridges of the New Orleans, 


i 
| 


city of New Orleans, a post road, and for 
other purposes. 
Mr. HARRIS. Let that go over. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will ` 


be passed over. 
The next bill on the Calendar was stated to 
be the bill (S. No. 74) to encourage and facil- 


itate telegraphic communication with Europe. | 


Mr. FOWLER. Let that go over. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 


be passed over. The Secretary will report the 


next, 


The Secretary. The next business on the | 


Calendar is the 


joint resolution (S. R. No. 38) 
. in relation to tak 


ing the ninth census. 


i nitely postponcd. 
| Mr. 
table: 

Mr. ABBOTT. 
i stricken from the Calendar. The subject-mat- 
, ter has been disposed of, It was to allow the 


| schedules. It is too late now to do that. 


| The joint resolution was indefinitely post- 
poned. 


ij lectors and assessors of internal revenue, act- 
ing as assessors, the pay of collectors and ; 
assessors, which had been reported adversely | 


by the Committee onFinance. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that that bill be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
business on the Calendar will be reported. 

The Secretary. The next is the joint res- 
olution (H. R. No. 40) granting the right of 
way to the Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific 
Railroad Company from El Paso to the Pacific 


ocean. . 

Mr. KELLOGG. I move that that joint 
resolation be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I object. 

Mr. HOWARD. Let it be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
being made to its consideration, the joint res- 
olution will be passed over. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 197) to enforce the fourteenth amend- 


ment to the Constitution and the laws of the |; 


United States, and to restore the State of 
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d 
! 
| 


| Mr. SUMNER. 


Mobile, and Chattanooga Railroad Company, | 


move that that be indefi- ;, 
OMEROY. I move that it lie on the | 


It may just as well be ` 


Superintendent of the Census to modify the ` 
Mr. POMEROY. I withdraw my motion, | 


The next bill on the Calendar was stated to 4 
| be the bill (S. No. 116) to allow deputy col- 
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| Georgia to the republican government elected 

| under its new constitution. 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us take that up and 

[ Laughter. ] 

: Mr. WILLIAMS. lt is a new question. 
(Laughter. ] 

I move that the bill be 

indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 171) to encourage the building of'steam- 
ships in the United States, and to provide for 
the transportation of the United States mails 
to Europe by steamships built in the United 
States. 

Mr. HOWE. Let that go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be passed over. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 26) to further define and amend an act 
forthe punishmentof crimesagainst the United 
States. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let that be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The bill will 
be passed over. ‘The next business on the 
Calerdar will be stated. 

The Secretary. ‘The next is the joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 44) granting the right of way 
for the construction of a railroad from a point 
at or near Portland, Oregon, to some point 
west of the Cascade mountains, in the Terri- 
tory of Washington. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS. That is unnecessary now 

since the passage of the Northern Pacific rail- 
road bill. 1 move that it be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

The motion was agreed to. 


_ The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 282) to refund to the States of Massa- 
chusetts and Maine interest paid by them on 
advances to the United States, and to provide 
for the defense of the northeastern frontier.. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg pardon; that bill 
ought to be considered. ‘There is a report. on 
it which I challenge gentlemen to answer. ` 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is 
made, and the bill will be passed over. 
i The next bill on tbe Calendar was the- bill 
: (S. No. 216) to establish the office of solicitor 
and naval judge advocate general. : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that will be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I 
passed over. 

Mr. DAVIS. T object to that bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it be indefinitely 
|, postponed and got off the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
r be passed over, objection to it being made. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Who objects to indefi- 
| nitely postponing it? 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
| will state that the chairman of the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs is not in his seat; and prob- 
|. ably he prefers that it should not be indefinitely 
{| postponed, 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. Very well; let it go over. 
| The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
‘| (S. No. 124) granting lands to the State of 
‘| Minnesota to aid in constructing a railroad 
J on Lake Superior to Vermilion Lake, in said 
|| State. 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. Thatisaland grant. I 
think it had better go by. : 
;; The PRESIDING OFFICER, The bill will 
be passed over, and the next will be reported. 

The Secretary. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar-—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. At the request of my 
friend from Minnesota, [Mr. Ramszy,] who 
thinks the Senate aré unanimous for Senate 
bill No. 124, about lands in the State of Min- 
| nesota, I withdraw the objection I made to its 
consideration. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
will be read again by its title. 


think it had better be 
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The Secretary. It is a bill (S. No. 124) 
granting lands to the State of Minnesota 
to aid in constructing a railroad from Lake 
Super to Vermilion Lake, in said State. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 


not it will be read. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 


{ 
t 
l 
H 


son shall, in lieu of said oath, before entering upon 
the duties of said office, take and subscribe the 
oath prescribed in an act of Congress entitled * An 


act prescribing an oath of office to be taken by per- | 


sons from whom legal disabilities shall have been 


|) removed,” approved July 11, 1868. 
objection to the consideration of the bill? If | : 
- Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


Mr. HOWELL. To save time I shall offer | 
an amendment to that bill, and it will be dis- - 


cussed. I ob 


ject. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill- 


will be passed over. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(S. No. 249) for the settlement of claims for : 
quartermaster’s and commissary stores fur- | 


nished to or taken by the United States within 
- the States in rebellion during the late war. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That will lead to a long 
debate. Let it go over. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
will be passed over. 

The Secretary. The next business on the 
Calendar is the joint resolution (S. R. No. 9) 
granting the right of way to the Memphis, El 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in 


the bill. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That bill ought to pass. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed forathird 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SERVICES IN INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill : 
(S. No. 21) authorizing payment to be made - 


for certain services rendered to the United 
States in the late insurrectionary States. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask if that is the © 
old question about paying persons who were ` 
employed in the South who could not take the . 


oath? 
Mr. SAWYER. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. SAWYER. 


That is it. 
It had better go by. 
I hope the Senator will 


- withdraw his objection. 


Paso, and Pacific Railroad Company from El ° 


Paso to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let that go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
resolution will be passed over. 


IMPORTATION OF PERSONS. 


(S. No. 251) to repeal an act entitled ‘‘An act : 


to prevent the importation of certain persons 
into certain States where by the laws thereof 
their admission is prohibited.” 

Mr. SUMNER. That bill has already passed 
the Senateonce. It isto repeal a statute which 
I have before me of February 28, 1803, which 
is the last surviving statute relating to slavery 
which can be found in our books. It is a stat- 
ute prohibiting the importation of persons of. 


color, and subjecting all parties who do it toa | 


fine of $1,000, &c. There is no occasion for 
the statute on our statute-books now, and I 
hope this bill will be passed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
that kind I hope this repealing bill will be 


passed. 

Mr. SUMNER. Itisthe last; thatis, I can 
find no other. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There is the word 
“white” in our naturalization law. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have a bill before the 
Committee on the Judiciary striking that out. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam in favor of it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Iam glad to hear it. I 
hope the Judiciary Committee will report that 
bill. Let us pass this now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be considered as before the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, no objection being made, 
and it will be read. 

The bill was read. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let the title be amended 
by pene the words, ‘approved February 28, 


The title was so amended. 
OATH OF OFFICE. 


(S. No. 218) prescribing an oath of office to be 
taken by persons who participated in the late 
rebellion, but who are not disqualified from 
holding office by the fourteenth amendment te 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let the bill be read at 
length. > : 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 

Beit enacted, &e., That when any person who is 


not rendered ineligible to office by the provisions |; 


of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution 
shall be elected or appointed to any office of honor 
or trust under the Government of the United States, 
and shall not be ableon account of his participation 
in the late rebellion to take the oath preseribed in 
the act cf Congress approved July 2, 1862, said per- 


i 
i 


li bill reported by the Committee on Foreign | 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I must object because I | 
intend to make at least half an hour’s speech : 


upon that bill. 
Mr. SUMNER. I think those parties ought 


| to call on Mr. McCulloch and Andrew John- 


‘| son. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill - Shee RES DING OREIGN Eha Wil 


be passed over. 
FOREIGN TRADE-MARKS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was stated to 


be the bill (S. No. 264) to execute the provis- | 
ions of a certain treaty between the United 


States and his Majesty the emperor of all the 
Russias, concluded on January 27, A. D. 1868. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Let that bill beread. I 
do not remember it. 
` The Secretary read the bill. . 
Mr. TRUMBULL. By some mistake or 


misapprehension it seems that subject has been | 
. before the Committee on Foreign Relations 
' and the Committee on the Judiciary both, and ,, 
| both committees have reported bills. Thenext | 


If it is the last act of | bill, No. 265, is reported by the Committee on 


Foreign Relations on the same subject, and the 
Senator from Massachusetts thinks that is a 
better bill. 
better pass one of them. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. This bill will |; 


be regarded as objected to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; let the next bill 
be read. 
subject. 

The Secretary read the bill (S. No. 265) to 
prevent the counterfeiting of foreign trade- 
marks protected by treaty stipulations. Ithas 


|a preamble reciting that treaties have been | 
, concluded between the United States and cer- 


tain foreign Powers, by which the contracting 


parties have mutually bound themselves to pre- | 


vent their citizens or subjects from counter- 


feiting trade-marks used by citizens or subjects ` 
| of the other, and that other similar treaties are 


proposed. In order to carry into effect the 


| stipulations which have been or may hereafter 


be made by the Government of the United 
States, it is proposed to enact that whenever 
any citizen or subject of a foreign Power uses 


: any trade-mark on merchandise to show its 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill n origin and quality, and has taken the steps pre- 


scribed by treaty to secure the right of prop- 


| erty in such trade-mark, no person anywhere 


within the United States shall counterfeit the 
same. Whoever violates this provision, or 
knowingly sells or exposes for sale any article 
having such counterfeited trade-mark, is to be 


; liable to the injured party in an action at law 
or equity, to be prosecuted in any court of the | 


United States having jurisdiction thereof. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am satisfied with the 
bill No. 265. It isa general bill and covers 
all treaties of this kind, whereas bill No. 264 
is confined to the treaty with Russia. If this 


I ask that that be read. Wehad ; 


These two bills are on the same |; 


an action of damages I shall prefer it. f move, 
therefore, to postpone indefinitely Senate bill 
| No. 264 with a view of passing bill No. 255, 
| Mr. CARPENTER. I wish to call the atten- 
i! tion of the chairman of the Committee onthe 
| Judiciary and also of the chairman of the Com. 
© mittee on Foreign Relations to the tact that the 
‘ bill reported by the Committee on Foreign 
' Relations seems to me to add nothing to the 
' existing law. It simply says that whoever 
<- shall violate a trade-mark: shall be liable to an 
: action of damages. He is so without any stat- 
© ute. Ifany action whatever is needed on the 
part of Congress it is to make the law more 
. stringent than is the common law. If any man 
` should use a trade-mark fraudulently that is a 
misdemeanor ; that is obtaining money under 
. false pretenses. It is not like the case of an 
‘infringement of a patent, which a man may 
_do without knowledge that a patent exists; 
» bat if a man violates the trade-mark of another 
. man and puts it on goods to sell for the pur- 
: pose of defrauding, that is a misdemeanor and 
should be so punished. ‘The bill reported by 
the Committee on the Judiciary adds to the ex- 
isting law, and I think the other bill does not. 
‘| Mr. WILLIAMS. I will inquire of the Sen- 
i ator if he is altogether certain whether a citi- 
zen of a foreign country can maintain his action 
at common law for damages for counterfeiting 
a foreign trade-mark in the United States? 
Mr. CARPENTER. Counterfeiting a trade- 
¿© mark of the United States? No. 
= Mr. WILLIAMS. A foreign trade-mark in 
‘| the United States? 
Mr. CARPENTER. Yes, undoubtedly. 
Mr. SUMNER. Couid he maintain it in the 
| courts of the United States? 
| Mr. FOWLER. [I object to this bill. 
i| ThePRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
i| from Tennessee objects to the further consid- 
i| eration of the bill, and it therefore lies over 
|| over under the objection. 
| 


| Relations will answer the purpose by giving 
| 
| 


Mr. SUMNER. We had better pass one 
' of these biils? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
| from Tennessee objected to bothbills. 

‘| Mr. FOWLER. 1 do not object if they can 
|| be passed without debate. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. There will be no con- 
siderable debate. This is merely an explana- 
tion. 

Mr. FOWLER. I withdraw the objection. 

‘| Mr. TRUMBULL. Some bill on this sub- 
| ject ought certainly to pass. 

Mr. SUMNER. There are already three 
i| treaties, I will say, on this subject. We have 
i| ratified one with Russia, one with Belgium, 
and another with France; and the object of 
|| this statute is simply to carry into execution 
those treaties by providing remedies for the 
| parties under them. The bill reported from 
i the Committee on Foreign Relations simply 
gave the right of action on the idea that some 
i| statute power of that kind was needed to give 
the parties a remedy in the courts of the Uni- 
' ted States. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Let mecail the atten- 
tion of the chairman of the committee.to this 
fact: there are two classes of cases which 
may be brought in the Federal courts—one is 
‘| brought there because it involves some right 
|| granted by Congress, and another is brought 
there on the citizenship or alienage of the 
party. A suit brought by the subject of any 
foreign nation is always capable of being 
brought in the Federalcourts. Atthecommon 
law, of course, every man can maintain his 
i| action for a violation of his trade-mark. He 
| may go into chancery and enjoin the party 
upon it. That has been settled law for a great 
many years. If he be thesubject of a foreign 
Power, he comes, in virtue of that fact, into 
the Federal courts, and there enforces all his 
i| common-law rights. 

Mr. SUMNER. But will the national court— 
I choose to call it national rather than Fed 
eral, with the Senator’s permission——— 
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Mr. CARPENTER. You have my permis- | cated in Ap 
| being equa 


sion. [Laughter.] 
Mr. SUMNER. Thank you for that. : 


[Laughter.] Will the national courts recog- 

nize the common law? | 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Oh, yes. 
Mr. CARPENTER. They cannothelpthem- 


selves. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Illinois 
says ‘Oh, yes.” That is a question which ` 
has been discussed greatly from the beginning 
of our Government. Now, a simple statute 
conferring this power on the courts supersedes 
that question. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to say a word — 

Mr. FERRY. It cannot do any harm. Let ` 
us pass it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from Massa- | 
chusetts is mistaken in supposing that there 
has ever been any difficulty in the national | 
courts, as he properly characterizes them, | 
about the power of the courts to enforce com- 
mon-law rights, which are rights of property 
everywhere. ‘The difficulty has been in pun- 
ishing misdemeanors, because there could be | 
no common-law misdemeanor against the Uni- 
ted States, as the courts have held. There- 
fore I assure my friend that there is not the 
slightest difficulty in the United States courts 
in enforcing all common-law rights of prop 
erty. 

Mr. CARPENTER. They do it every day 
in repeated suits. 

The bill (S. No. 265) was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole, and reported to the 


Senate without amendment. | 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Let me inquire of the 
Senator from Massachusetts whether he wants | 
the preamble to the bill retained ? 

Mr. SUMNER. No; I do uot. 


| 
i 
| 
| 
f 
i 


Mr. TRUMBULL. i move to strike it out. i 


The motion was agreed to. 


passed. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Havewe disposed of the | 
other bill of the same nature? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Senate bill No. | 


i 
i 
i 
| 
i 
1 


264 will be regarded as indefinitely postponed | 
if there be no objection, 


BILLS OBJECTED TO. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill ; 
(S. No. 256) in relation to bridges across the 
Ohio river. 

Mr. SPENCER. Let that go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be- 
passed over. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 270) for the relief of Mrs. Margaret A. 
Laurie. | 

Mr. HOWE. Thatwill be debated, I take it. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the | 
Senator object to it? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Wis- 
consin says it will be debated, and of course it | 
will have to go over. i 

The bill will f 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
be passed over. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(S. No. 272) to settle the claim of the heirs of 
the late Colonel William Gates, of the United | 
States Army. 

Mr. POMEROY. Let that be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the | 
Senator from Kansas object to the bill ? 

Mr. POMEROY. Let the bill be read, so 
that we may see what it is.. 

The Secretary read the bill. It authorizes 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay the som 
of $5,567 50 to Mrs. H. L. Gates, widow of ` 
the late Colonel William Gates, of the United |i 
States Army, who acted as collector of revenue | 
or military contributions during the late war | 
with Mexico under the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, it being the amount |: 
of his share of the proceeds of the sale of the 
schooner Oregon and cargo, seized and contis- | 


ril, 1847, at the port of Tampico, 
to the share of his deputy, Frank- 
lin Chase and others, his subordinates, who by 
special acts of Congress have been allowed and 


‘| paid their shares of the vessel and cargo. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I object to the consider- 
ation of the bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 


` being made, the bill will be passed over. 


The next measure on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 35) donating the 
Lincoln Hospital to the Columbia Hospital for 
Women and Lying-in Asylum. 

Mr. FERRY. “Let that go over. 

Mr. WILSON. I move its indefinite post- 
ponement. 

Mr. FERRY. Very well. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 


' that this joint resolution be indefinitely post- 


poned. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The next measure on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 73) relative to the 


and the late treaties respecting the same, re- 


. ported adversely from the Committee on Indian 


Affairs. 

Mr. ROSS. I move the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the joint resolution. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The next joint resolution on the Calendar 
was the joint resolution (H. R. No. 72) to reg- 
ulate the hours of labor of Government labor- 
ers, workmen, and mechanics. 

Mr. WILSON. Let that be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
being made, it will be passed over. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


, (S. No. 295) to amend the banking act and to 


promote the return to specie payments. 
Mr. POMEROY. I move that that bill be 


i indefinitel t d. ; 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a ': nr SUMNER. A 


third reading, was read the third time, and jj 


Mr. SUMNER. What bill is that? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill in- 
troduced by the Senator from Massachusetts 


entitled ‘‘A bill to amend the banking act and | 


to promote the return to specie payments.’’ 
Mr. SUMNER. Lhope we may return soon 

to specie payments, but I am willing that the 

bill shall be indefinitely postponed. : 
The motion was agreed to. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
a No. 280) in relation to the appellate juris- 
iction of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in certain cases. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That is a good bill, and 
I should like to have it passed now if there be 
no objection to it. 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I object. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 298) to relieve members of Congress from 
importunity and to preserve the independence 
ofthe different Departments of the Government. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we can have a 
vote on that. 

Mr. ABBOTT and Mr. SPENCER. I object. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us vote on it. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. HOWELL. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unless Sen- 
ators withdraw their objection the bill cannot 
be considered. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 


| be passed over. 


IMPORTATION OF IMMIGRANTS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 318) to regulate the importation of immi- 
grants under labor contracts. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. FERRY. I object to that bill. 


Mr. WILSON. I move its reference to the | 
i Committee on the Judiciary. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 


; any objection to putting the question on the 


reference? 
Mr. FERRY. I do not object to that. 


| 


i 


Mr. FENTON. It ought to go to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. WILSON. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Massachusetts assent to that 
direction? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on referring the bill to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Sec- 
retary, announced that the President had this 
| day approved and signed the following bills : 

1 A bill (S, No. 215) to amend the usury laws 
| of the District of Columbia ; 

A bill (S. No. 226) to incorporate the Wash- 
|] 

j 


ington Homeopathic Medical Society ; 
A bill (S. No. 414) declaring the construction 


‘+ of an act to incorporate the National Theo- 


i! logical Institute, approved May 10, 1866, and 
Cherokee neutral lands in the State of Kansas |; z Ph Ta PA 


also an act to amend an act entitled ‘“ An act 
to incorporate the National Theological Insti- 
tute, and to define and extend tbe powers of 
the same,’’ approved March 2, 1867; and 

A bill (S. No. 589) forincorporating a hos- 
pital for fourdlings in the city of Washington. 


WASHINGTON INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 291) to encourage and promote the 
International Industrial Exhibition to be held 
in Washington city in the year 1871, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Let that be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The chairman of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia is not 


here. 

Mr. MORTON. I object to the indefinite 
i: postponement. Let the bill be passed over. 
; The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
' be passed over. The next bill on the Calendar 
i will be reported. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD LAND. 


The Secretary. The next is the joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 71) in relation to lands with- 
i drawn for the benefit of the Southern Pacific 
; Railroad Company. 

Mr. WARNER. Let the resolution be read. 

Mr. HOWARD. Had it not better be post- 
poned indefinitely ? 

Mr. STEWART. The committee have re- 
ported another bill from the House on that 
subject. 

Mr. WARNER. Let it be read, that we may 
known what it is. 

TheSecretary read the jointresolution, which 
proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to suspend his orders of November 2 and 11, 
1869, restoring to private entry the lands here- 
tofore withdrawn, for the benefit of the South- 
| ern Pacific railroad of California, until the end 
of the present session of Congress, so that the 
i interests of the preémption and homestead set- 
tlers and the rights of the railroad company 
may be investigated. 

Mr. HOWARD. That resolution ought to 
be indefinitely postponed, and I make that 
motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JUDICIAL POWER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 841) providing that acts of the several 
departments shall not be called in question by 
other departments, and fixing the limits of the 
judicial power. . 

Mr. SUMNER. That is a very good bill, 
Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 
Deitenacted, £c., That the legislative, executive, and 
qusinst departments of the national Government are 

istinct, and each in its appropriate sphere only is 
authorized to pronounce officially the conclusions 
of the Government in the matters on which it is re- 
quired to act; and the conclusions of either depart- 
ment, when so pronounced, under the requirements, 
sanctions, and responsibilities of the Constitution, 
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cannot be held invalid or called in question hy the 
other departments, or cither of thom, but every such 
conclusion shall be respected and acted upon by all 
officers and people, as valid, and decisive in its place, 
until reéxamined in somo appropriate manner pro- 
vided by the Constitution, and either reversed by 

uthorized constitutional authority, or its responsi- 

le authors overruled or convicted of the wrongful 
exercise of power under calor of office. 3m 

Ssc. 2. And be tt further enacted, That the judicial 
power extends only to cases in law and equity be- 
tween party and party arising under the Consti- 
tation, laws, and treaties of the United States, and 
docs not include the President or Congress, being the 
other departments of the Government, or any oftheir 
acts, civil or political, performed in their official 
capacity, under the requirements, sanctions, and 
responsibilities of the Constitation; and allsuch acts 
are Valid and conclusive on the matters to which 
they apply: and all persons concerned, including all 
oflicers, civil, judicial, or military, are bound to re- 
spect and conform to the same, and no allegation or 
pretense of the invalidity thoreof shall be an excuse 
or defense for any neglect, refusal, failure, or omis- 
sion to perform any appropriate duty in regard to 
them, or any of them, by any officer of the Govern- 
ment, civil, judicial, or military, or by any person 
whatsoever, when legally called ta his responsibility 
for such misbehavior, by action, prosecution, im- 
penebment, or otherwise, before any tribunal duly 
authorized to examine, try, punish, or decide upon 
such responsibility. 


Mr. DAVIS. T object to that bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Is there any objection to 
its reterence to the Committee onthe Judiciary? 
It should be referred, 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope it will be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Kentucky object to that? ` 

Mr. DAVIS. I think it had better be indef- 
niteiy postponed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That cannot 
be done without general consent. a“ 
Mr. WILLIAMS. We shall get it off the 
Calendar by referring it. ec 

Mr. DAVIS. lam willing to agree to any 
course to get rid of it. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. | It is moved 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. , 

The motion was agreed to. 


SUPPRESSION OF POLYGAMY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 286) to provide for the execution of 
the law against the etime of polygamy in the 
Territory of Utah, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HARRIS. I object. ` i 

Mr. CRAGIN. Let the bill be passed over. 
ĮI want it to remain on the Calendar. 

Is will be 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
passed over. 


NEW YORK AND EUROPEAN STEAMSHIPS. 
The next business on the Calendar was the 
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therein may, on T 
showing to the satisfaction of such court that tho 
same has been lost or destroyed without fault or neg- 
lect of the party or person making such application, 
obtain an order from such court authorizing such 
defect to supplied by a duly certificd copy of such 
original record, whero the same can be obtained, 
which certified copy shall thereafter have the samo 


| effect as such original record would have had in all 


respects. 


| 


SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever | 


the loss or destruction of any such record shall have 
happened, or shall hereafter happen, and such defect 
cannot besupplied as provided in the next preceding 
section, any party or person intorested therein may 
make a written application to the court to which 
such record belonged, verified by aflidayit or affi- 
davits, showing the loss or destruction thereof, and 
that certified copies thereof cannot be obtained by 
the party or person making such application, and tho 
substance of the record so lost or destroyed, and that 
such loss or destruction occurred without tho fault 
or neglect of the party or person making such appli- 
cation, and that theloss ordestruction of such record 
unless supplied will or may result in damage to tho 
party or person making such application, said court 
shall cause said application to be entered of record 
in said court, and due notice thereof shall bo given 
by personal service of 2 copy thereof upon each and 
every person interested therein, otherthan the party 
or person making such application, together with 
written notice that on a day certain, not less than 
sixty days atter such service, said application willbo 
heard by said court; and if upon such hearing said 
court shall be satisfied that the statements contained 
in said written application are true, said court shall 
make an order reciting what was the substance and 
effect of sajd lost or destroyed record; which order 
shall bo entered of record in said court, and have 
the same effect which said original record would have 
had if the same had not been lost or destroyed, so far 
as concerns the party or person making such applica- 
tion and the persons who shali have been personally 
setved as provided for in this section. 

BrRC. 3. And be it further enacted, That in all causes 
which have been removed, or shal] hereafter be re- 
moved, to: the Supreme Court of the United States 
a duly certified copy of the record of such cause re- 
maining in the said Supreme Court may be filed in 
thecourt from-which ssid cause was removed on mo- 
tion of any party or person claiming to be interested 
therein; and the copy so filed shall have the same 


effect as the original record would have had if the | 


same had not been Jost or destroyed. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. [invite the attention of 
the Senator from Wisconsin to the provision 
in the bill: that these proceedings, where the 


application to euch court, and on | 


| 
| 


' cussion. 


April 22, 
the Women’s Christian Association of Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. WILSON. I move the indefinite post- 
ponement of that joint resolution, for the rea- 
son that the matter has been passed upon in 


' another form and is now a law. 


The motion was agreed to. 
OCEAN TELEGRAPLS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bil] 
(S. No. 115) relating to telegraphic comumuni- 
cation between the United States and foreign 
countries. 

Mr. SUMNER. That bill will create dis- 
Though Tam very anxious to have 
it acted upon I know it cannot be considered 
to-day, and therefore Task to have it passed 
over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
be passed over. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 851) to provide for the adjustment and 
satisfaction of claims of American citizens for 
spoliations committed by the French prior to 
the 31st day of July, 1801. 

Mr. SUMNER. That also will cause dis- 
cussion, and had better be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be passed over. 

DESCENTS IN UTAI. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 362) regulating descents in the Terri- 
tory of Utah. 

Mr. HARRIS. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
being made, the bill will be passed over. 


LAND DISTRICT IN COLORADO. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


The bill will 


! (S. No. 177) creating an additional land dis- 
' trict in the Territory of Colorado. 


| objection to that bill. 


Mr. POMEROY. I think there can be no 
It creates an additional 


: land district in Colorado, where they need one 


, record is lost, shall have the same effect asthe | 
original. 


Mr. CARPENTER. Upon the parties who 


: have notice of this proceeding. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. It strikes me that pos- ` 


sibly there may be an objection to that. Per- 
sons examining for a record may not be able 
to find one, and they may acquire rights in 


; view of the fact that there is no such record ; 
` and if this copy is to be supplied, and to take 


joint resolution (S. R. No. 81) declaratory and : 


amendatory of the act entitled ‘‘An act to pro- 


vide for an American line of mail and emi- |: 
grant passenger steamships between New York .| have a hearing, and the bill then only has eÈ 
and one or more European ports, passed July | fect as to those who have had notice; and as 


27, 1868. . 
Mr. HOWARD. Let that ba passed over. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection | 

being made, the bill will be passed over. 


LOSS OF JUDGMENT RECORDS. — 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 141) to provide a remedy for the loss 
or destruction of judgment records or decrees 
appertaining to proceedings in the United States 
courts. 

Mr. CARPENTER. It is important that 
that bill should be considered and passed. I 
hope the Senate will consider it now. = . | 
`- Mr. EDMUNDS. There is no objection to : 
it, I presume. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
the bill. = 

The Committee on the Judiciary reported the | 
bill with an amendment to strike out all after 
the enacting clause of the original bill and to 
insert the following in lieu thereof: 

That whenever the record of any judgment or 
decree of offer proceeding of any judicial court of 


the United States shali have been, or shall hereafter 
be, lost or destroyed, any party or person interested | 


:. effect from the date of the loss, it seems to me 


the rights of such persons might be prejudiced. ' 


Mr. CARPENTER. The bill provides that 
notice shall be served on all persons. supposed 
to have an interest in the matter, and then they 


effect from its date. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I move to add the words .. 


“í subject to intervening rights’’ after the word 


t effect,” at the end of line twenty-five, in sec- | 


tion two. 
The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to.. * 


1} to those, of course, unless they can show some | 
teason. to the contrary, the record should have | 


very much. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported 
the bill with an amendment, to strike out the 
description of the proposed land district in the 
first section, in the following words: 


Commencing onthe east line of said Territory at a 
point where the thirty-ninth parallel of north lati- 
tude crosses the same; thence west upon said paraliel 
of latitude until it intersects the range line between 
townships numbers seventy-five and seventy-six 
west; thence south on said range line until the 
same intersects the thirty-eighth parallel of north 
latitude; thence west on said parallel of latitude to 
the one hundred and seventh meridian of west longi- 
tude. 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 


Commencing at the eastern boundary of the Ter- 
ritory, attheintersection of thesecond correction line 
south, and running thence west on that line to the 
line dividing ranges numbered seventy-five and 
seventy-six west of the sixth principal meridian; 


: thence south with the range line to the third correc- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- ` 


tion now is on the amendment of the committee, ` 


as amended. f 
The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as, 


amended; and the amendment was concurred 
in. The bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 


itle was amended so as t DHAN A ; ; 
The title was'amended 20 as to rend | requires the Postmaster General, in settling 


bill relating to records of the courts of the 
United States.” _ 

_ STORE-HOUSES ON JUDICIARY SQUARE. 
< The next business en the-Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 87) granting the 
use of the store-houses in Judiciary square to 


| 


tion line south; thence west on said line to the west- 
ern boundary ofthe Territory. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. The 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


LEWIS D. SMITH. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 101) for the relief 
of Lewis D. Smith. : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What isthat? 
read. ei 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. It 


Let it be 


the accounts of Lewis D. Smith, the post- 
master at Ionia, Michigan, to allow him a 
credit of the amount of moneys and stamps 
belonging to the United States intrusted to his 
care, and stolen from his possession, not 
exceeding the sum of $1,861 28. 


1870. 
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Mr. RAMSEY. This joint resolution bas 
been considered by the Committee on Post 


| 
| 


Offices and Post Roads, and I hope it will be ` 


d. 
PONT. WILLIAMS. How did this loss occur ? 


Mr. RAMSEY. Buarglars entered the post ` 


office, broke open the safe, and robbed it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. e a 
accompanying the joint resolution ? 

Mr. RAMSEY. I think there is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thereis no 
written report. 

Mr. RAMSEY. L 
has passed the House of Representatives and 
probably the Senate once or twice before. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This is a Senate bill. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Itis a Senate bill now, but 
the same bill passed the House I think in the 
last Congress. : f 

The joint resolution was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN SOUTHERN STATES. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 73) for the dis- 


Is there any report 


Is it nota House bill? It. 


——»— 


from taking up its own lands within its own i States mentioned in this resolution to ba taken 


limits. 


| like the public lands in the other States, so 


Mr. POMEROY. If it will not prevent a | that the land laws shall havea uniform opera- 


! State from taking up its lands within its own 
' limits, then I have no objection to it; but I 
think it does. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 


owa. 
Mr. WARNER. I should like to have some 


n explanation as to the effect of this joint reso- 


lution; what it is intended to reach or to do. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. And how it affects the 
` present law. l 
` Mr. POMEROY. There wasa jointresolu- © 


tion passed three years ago putting all these ` (H. R. No. 781) making appropriations for 


: tion everywhere in the country. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Iowa. 
Mr. WARNER. I think this bill had better 
lie over until we can have an opportunity to 


. examine it. 


lands for two years in the hands of preémptors . 


or homestead settlers, and limiting them to 


eighty acres apiece. It was passed just after . 


the war with a view of allowing the colored : 


people to get eighty acres of the public lands.. 
The two years fixed for the operation of that 
joint resolution have expired, but the Depart- 


.. ments do not yet allow in those States lands 


posal of the public lands in the States of , 


Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
Arkansas. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This joint 
resolution has been considered Leretofore, 
read, and amended, and if there be no objec- 


tion it is now before the Senate ir Committee || 


of the Whole. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will hove to be read 
for information if it is to be acted upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICIER. 
read as it now stands amended. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Be ü resolved, dc. That from and after the passage | 


of this resolution all the public lands in the States 
of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
Arkansas shali besubject to disposal under the home- 


stead laws, by preémption or by l,cation, under tho || 
general lows as now govern tae public lands in ‘| 


same 


other States and Territories, excepting and reserv- 


ing only such reservations and grents as are by law || 


appropriated to public or private ases. 


Mr. OSBORN. 


_ committee. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 


is advised that the words proposed to be in- 
serted by the Senator from Florida have been 
stricken out by a vote of the Senate. 

Mr. OSBORN. They were stricken out by 
the report of the committee, tot by the action 
of the Senate. 

Mr. POMEROY. What ars the words? 

The Secrerary. ‘‘ By sale” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proper 
way will be to move the amendment when the 
joint resolution is reported to the Senate. 

Mr. OSBORN. Very well, 

Mr. SPENCER. I should like to have the 
resolution reported again. 

The Secretary again read the 
lution. 

Mr. HARLAN. I think the words ‘‘or by 


joint reso- 


location’’ ought to be stricken out, and I make 


_ that motion. 

Mr. POMEROY. The only objection to 
that is that it excepts the lands in these States 
from the location of agricultural college scrip, 
and I think the holders ought to be allowed to 
locate it in-these States as well as in other 
States. f 

Mr. HARLAN. Just at this time, in this 
transition period, when the colored people are 
struggling to acquire homes, I think we had 
better: not let. agricultural college scrip be 
located there in large quantities. They can 
just as well buy the land with money as with 
college serip.. 

Mr. POMEROY. But the law requires it 
to be located in the States where there are 
public lands.: >. i 

Mr. HARLAN. It will not prevent a State 
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It will be | 


I move to amend the reso- | 
lution by inserting after the word ‘‘ preémp- ; 
tion” the words that were stricken out by the | 


to be located under the preémption law to the 


extent of one hundred and sixty acres, but — 


only eighty acres. This resolution will allow 
į one hundred and sixty acres to be located 
: under.preémption or homestead in these States, 
| the same.as in the other States. I think thatis 
| the point. 
Mr. OSBORN. ‘That is.it; and in addition 


i! States 
Mr. 
~ located. 


Mr. OSBORN. Neither can college scrip. `; 


Mr. HARLAN. Yes, land warrants can be 
located by preémptors under the general law. 
© Mr, P MEROY. I think this resolution 
i; does not change the present law, but it will 
, have the effect, as I understand, of changing 
a a of the Department under the law. 
r. 
ruling. 
Mr. WARNER. If the only effect is that 
stated by the Senator from Kansas, there can 
' be no objection to the resolution; but if it is 
intended to allow these lands to be taken up 
by speculators or to be located upon by land 


certainly object to its passage. 

Mr. POMEROY. The committee struck 
out all that relates to the sale of the lands; 
and now there can be no scrip located. It is 
confined to actual settlers, and to allow them 
one hundred and sixty acres instead of eighty. 
That was the intention of the committee. | 


; will assure us that that is the only effect of the 
resolution I donot know that I shall object toit. 
ii Mr. WILLIAMS. I understand that since 
|| the war there has been some special legislation 


a view of benefiting the colored people, and the 


lands in these States precisely on the same foot- 
ing with the public lands in the other States, 


ments. 
Mr. CRAGIN. But not to sale. 


to homestead and preémption settlement, so 


aoe as under the law applicable to other 
tates. l 

Mr. OSBORN. That is the only effect of 
the joint resolution. 
-` Mr. WARNER. Will the Senator from 


people? : 
r@VvILLIAMS. According to my recol- 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Alabama objects, and the joint resolution 
will lie over. 

PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the year ending June 30, 
1871. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


~ sider the bill. 


The Committee on Appropriations reported 


| the bill with an amendment, to strike out the 


; last clause of the bill, in the following words : 


For Navy pensions of widows, children, mothers, 
fathers, brothers, and sisters of sailors and marines, 
as provided by the acts of August 11, 1848, July 14, 


'. 1862, July 25, 1866, and July 27, 1868, $334,475: Pro- 


|| land warrants cannot now be located in certain ` 


‘POMEROY. No land warrant ean be | 


EDMUNDS. I should like to see that . 


warrants instead of by actual settlers, I should ; 


Mr. WARNER. If theSenatorfrom Kansas ` 


vided, That the fund known_as the Navy pension 


fund shall becovered into the Treasury of the United 
States, and all Navy pensions shall hereafter be ap- 

; propriated from the general funds in the Treasury, 
in the same manner that Army pensions are. 


Mr. DRAKE. I should be glad if the chair- 
man ofthe Committee on Appropriations would 
explain to the Senate the nature and object 
' and necessity for this amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It is to preserve 
| what is known in the law as the Navy pension 
fund intact. It will be seen that the bill as it 
` came from the House covers that pension fand 
into the Treasury. The Committee on Appro- 
pasion of the Senate think that it is best to 
i keep that fund as it is, a fund for the officers 
and sailors of the Navy. 
Mr. DRAKE. I did not understand that the 


| proposition of the Committee on Appropria- 


one was to strike out a provisionin the 
ill. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir.. 
Mr. DRAKE. And that leaves the pension 
fund intact? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Wehave always stood by 
that trust on this side of the Capitol, and I hope 

we shall continue to do so. 

Mr. DRAKE. I misapprehended the lan- 
guage of the amendment. It is all right as 
explained. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


ouse 


I will say that 


| this subject was before the Senate last year, 


and the judgment of the Senate was very de- 


| cided upon it; andthe committee if they had had 


in reference to the lands in these States with ` 


object of this joint resolution now is to put the ° 
subject to preémption and homestead settle- ; 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Itexposesall these lands | 


? | and the bill read a third time. 
that any person can take one hundred and sixty t eae 


Oregon explain how it is to benefit the colored . 


lection there was a provision of law that per- | 
sons should not be allowed to take more than ;! 
eighty acres in any one body, so that there © 
should he a gradual distribution of the public ; 
lands among the poor people of the South. | 
But it has been thought advisable to abolish ; 
that restriction and allow those lands in the | 


: a contrary opinion would have felt instructed 
by that action of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is right; we are all 
satisfied. 

. The VICE PRESIDENT. The questionis 
on the amendment of the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. It 
was ordered that theamendment be engrossed 
The bill was 


read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM HENRY OTIS. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
oe No. 170) for the relief of William Henry 

tis. 

Mr. MORTON, ‘That may be passed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. 

Mr. HOWE. That bill has passed the Sen- 
ateonce. Doesthe Senator from Indiana object 


to it? 
Mr. MORTON. No, sir; I do not object 


to it. 
- Mr. WILLIAMS. Let us hear what it is. 
The Secretary read the substitute geported 
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by the Committee on Claims for the bill, as 
follows : 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is |; 


hereby, authorized and required to pay, or cause to 


be paid to William Henry Otis, of Indianapolis, in © 
the State of Indiana, the sum of $3,000, in full con- , 


sideration for growing crop, fencing, and fruit trees 
destroyed upon, and damages done by the United 
States troops, in and to forty-five and a half acres of 
land belonging to thesaid William Henry Otis, known 
as Camp Burnside, lying and being adjacent to the 
said city of Indianapolis, while said land was occu- 
piod by said troops, from the year 1801 to the year 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That will lead to debate. . 


Mr. WILLIAMS. It had better lie over. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. 

made, the bill will lie over. 
WILLIAM I. MURPHY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 327) for the relief of William H. Mur- 
phy, of Farmington, Missouri. 

The bill wasread. Itdirects the Postmaster 
General and the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury to settle the account of William 


H. Murphy for carrying the United States mails — 


twice a week on route No. 10686, in the State of 
Missouri, from July 1, 1862, to April 30, 1864, 
and to pay him for the same at the rate of 
$900 a year, for the whole length of route, 
deducting therefor pro rata compensation for 
any portion of the service not performed. 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘There is a written report 
accompanying the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear that report 
read. 

The Secretary read the following report, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Ramsey, from the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads on the 27th of 
January last: 

The Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred Senate bill No. 327, for the relief 
of William H. Murphy, of Farmington, Missouri, 
having had the same under consideration, beg leave 
to report that the petition of the said Murphy was 
acted upon by the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads of the second session of the Fortieth 
Congress, and a report made thereon, which report 


this committee adopts and herewith presents to the 
Senate: 


That William H. Murphy, of Farmington, Mis- ; 
souri, in answer to an invitation of the Postmaster | 


General to carry the mail on post route No. 10686 


trom Fredericktown court-house to De Soto, in the 


State of Missouri, a distance of fifty-five miles, pro- 
posed to carry the said mail once a week at the rate 
of $592 per annum. The following is a copy of the 
advertisement inviting said proposals : 

“10686. From Fredericktown, by Mine La Motte, 
Cross-Roads, Locust Ridge, Farmington, Big River 


Mills, Hazle Run Mills, and Avoca, to De Soto, fifty- , 
Leave Freder- : 


tive miles and back, twice a week. 
icktown Monday and Thursday at eight a. m., arrive 
at De Soto next days by twelve m. Leave De Soto 


Tuesday and Friday at one p. m., arrive at Freder- ` 


iektown next days by six p.m. Bids for one trip a 
week only invited.” f 
‘The elaimant was notified by the Post Office De- 


partment of the acceptance of his bid under date of ' 
April 24, 1862; and after being so notified proceeded `i 


to pérform the service in order to avoid tho stat~ 
utory penalties imposed upon bidders failing to 
make their bids good. 


Upon the receipt of the bond, subsequently, he |: 


discovered that he would be required to carry the 
mail twice a week; but after protesting against this 
requirement by letter to the Department he signed 


the said bond to avoid the legal penalties, and ex- , 
pecting from Government a just and proper com- . 


pensation for the additional services required. 

The claimant was naturally misled by the last 
clause of the advertisement, its want of punctuation 
giving it the meaning placed upon it by him, and 
leading fairly to the conclusion that the contractor 


would be required to carry the mail butoncea week. : 


Tn proof of such a construction being placed upon 
it by him he furnishes the depositions of Milton Se- 
bastian and Lewis J. Cundiff, who were present at the 


time of the making out of the bid, and one of whom | 


assisted him in making an estimate of the cost of 


carrying the said mail on the basis of its carriage | 


-but once a week, 


It appears from a letter of the Second Assistant || 
Postmaster General that the service was curtailed, | 
at the contractor’s request, to begin at Farmington, | 
twenty miles less distant, at a reduction of $241 per | 


annum, from September 30, 1863, and the service on 


the remainder of the route was discontinued April | 


30, 1864, and one month’s pay extra on $351 allowed, 
as usual in such cases. 

The distance traveled to carry the mail on the said 
route was, for round trip, about one hundred and ten 
miles. ; 

From the communication of the Assistant Post- 
master General it appears that the lowest bid for the 
twice a week service was $900 per annum, which sum 
the committee, in view of the Jong distanco traveled, 
and of the fact of the claimant’s being misled by the 


Objection being ` 
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'| note or last clause of the advertisement, would rec- 
|! ommend as the basis of calculation for the equitable 


claim. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill has 
been once considered by the Senate asin Com- 


compensation of the claimant, and for that object : 
‘| report the accompanying bill for the payment of this | 


mittee of the Whole, and reported to the Sen- : 
ate, and then the morning hour expired without | 


final action being taken upon it. 
- to be engrossed for a third reading. 
third reading, was read the third time, and 


passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora ` 


If there be ` 
no objection the question now is on ordering it © 


A message from the House of Representa. , 


tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
; that the House had passed the following bills 
and joint resolution; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate : 

A bill (H. R. No. 771) for the relief of 
Zachariah Pettijohn; 


city of Dubuque, Iowa, whatever title may 


remain in the United States to a certain lot ' 


of ground in Dubuque; and 
A joint resolution (H. R. No. 116) to con- 
strue an act entitled ‘t An act to amend an act 


A bill (H. R. No. 1521) relinquishing to the i 


entitled an act to confirm certain private land © 


claims in the Territory of New Mexico.” 
CHEROKEE TRUST LANDS. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 89) providing for 
the sale of certain lands in the State of f 
sas ceded to the United States in trust by the 

© Cherokee nation of Indians. 

Mr. POMEROY. That hasbeen up once or 


| twice, and I think should be passed. I thinkthe | 


, Senate can considerit to-day. It has been read 
|; through and some amendments are pending. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. It is the impres- 
| sion of the Secretary that this particular bill 
' has not yet been before the Senate. 

Mr. POMEROY. That is true; I had ref- 
erence to the Osage bill. ‘This has not been 
' before the Senate. 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


_ volves a long controversy. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it go over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will lie 
over. 
Mr. ROSS. I donot understand that objec- 
tion is made. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
: Vermont objects. 


‘SEIZURE OF SPIRITS IN CALIFORNIA: 


: fornia. 

' Mr. COLE. Let that go over. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS. Might it not go off the 
| Calendar? 

Go Mr. COLE. Not now. 

| Mr. SHERMAN. Had it not better be 
; referred to the Committee on Finance? 


' Mr. COLE. Not at present. Let it be passed - 


i over now. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint reso- 
lution will be passed over. 


JOHN SOMERS SMITH. 


l! city of San Domingo. a i 

Mr. SUMNER. Let the bill be read. - 
The Secretary read the bill. 
' payment to John Somers Smith, late commer- 
cial agent of the United States at the city of 
San Domingo, of $2,250, on account of diplo- 
matic services rendered at San Domingo, espe- 
| cially in the negotiation of the general conven- 


an- | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ; 
objection, the joint resolution will be consid- : 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill . 
| (S: No. 462) for the relief of John Somers | 
| Smith on account of diplomatic services at the . 


It directs the ' 


tion of amity, commerce, and navigation, and 
for the surrender of fugitive criminals between 


‘the United States of America and the Domini- 


can republic, signed at St. Domingo February 
8, 1867, which sum is in full for ali charges or 
expenses beyond his salary as commercial 
agent. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
panying the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the reading of 
the report called for? 

Mr. HOWE. Yes, sir; I should like to 
hear it. 

The Secretary read the following report, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Sumner, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, on the 31st of January 
last: 


The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom is 
referred the petition, with accompanying papers, of 
John Somers Smith, late commercial agent at the 
city of San Domingo, beg leave to report: 

From the papers before the committee it appears 
that John Somers Smith, in A. D. 1867, while com- 
mercial agent of the United States at tho city of San 
Domingo was employed inadiplomatic capacity, and 
that he negotiated a general convention of amity, 
commerce, and navigation, and for the surrendering 
fugitivecriminals between the United States of A mor- 
ica and the Dominican republic, which convention 
was signed at the city of San Domingo, February 8, 
1867, after advice and consent of the Senate, ratified 
by the President of the United States, July 31, 1867; 
and after exchange of ratifications at San Domingo, 
October 5, 1867, proclaimed by the President ef the 
United States, October 24, 1857. The petitioner also 
sets forth other services rendered under power from 
the President of the United States to purchase or 
obtain a lease of the peninsula and bay of Samana, 
under which he maintained adiplomatic correspond- 


There is a report accom- 


- ence with the Secretary of State, consisting of thirty- 


Mr. SHERMAN. I think that matter in- . 


two confidential letters, irrespective of his regular 


` correspondence, all of which are on file in the 


Department of State. 

The petitioner also sets forth expenses on account 
of political refugees at the consulate. 

The question of additional compensation to Mr. 
Smith, beyond his pay as commercial agent, has 
been referred to tho Department of Stato by the 
committee, in order to havesome competent opinion 
with regard to the reasonableness of his claim, By 
a letter dated December 21, 1868, Mr. Seward thus 
expresses himself: Í 

There is believed to have been no other instanco 
where business of such importance hasbeen intrusted 


| to and successfully accomplished by a mere com- 
: mercial agent. 


Wo were moved to employ Mr. 
Smith for the purpose referred to from a knowledge 
of his capacity for and experience in business, and 
of his familiarity with the Spanish language, shown 
during many years when he held an important con- 
sulatein Spain. Perhaps a sufficient precedent for 
such an appropriation may be found in tho act of 
Congress approved March 3, 1855, (Statutes, volume 
ten, page 659,) by which $20,000 were awarded to Com- 


: modore M.C. Perry for concluding the treaty with 


Japan.” 
The same question has been submitted again to the 
Secretary of State, the successor of Mr. Seward, who 


. was asked by the committee to express his opinion 


The next business on the Calendar was the ; 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 111) relating to | 
: the seizure of certain distilled spirits in Cali: ; 


.. conflict with repeated statutes. 
: an officer of the United States. 


on the value of these services, and the proper allow- 
ance, if any, to be made. Mr. Fish, in reply, under 
date of January 18, 1870, says: : . 
“It cannot be doubted that Mr. Smith’s services 
were valuable, and that he has an equitable claim 
to compensation for them.” i 
_ In another letter, of January 26, Mr, Fish says: 
“That the sum of $3,750, deducting therefrom 
$1,500, a year’s salary as commercial agent, would be 


i an adequate compensation.” 


The committee have accepted the estimate of Mr. 
Fish, which appears to be sufficiently moderate, and 
report a bill accordingly. 

There being no objeetion, the bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The bill-was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. HOWE. I shall not make any objection 
to taking a vote of the Senate on the passage 
of the bill; but I understand the bill is in direct 
This man.was 
This bill pro- 
pore to pay hima double salary. We have 

een trying to get rid of that practice fora good 
many years. I do not know that we shall ever 
succeed. . , 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator is mistaken. 


$ In the diplomatic service two salaries are often 
: paid, There isa special statute providing for it. 


al 
ii 
df 
i 
| 


iy 


Mr. HOWE. I did not know that any branch 
of the service was specially exempted. The 
statute provides that a man shall not be paid 
two salaries. oc 

Mr. SUMNER. This is for extra services 
outside of his duties as commercial agent. 


1870. 


Mr. HOWE. Undoubtedly it is for extra 
service. We never pay two salaries for one ser- 
vice; but the law is intended to prohibit the 


| 


| 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Committee 
on Claima were discharged from the further 
consideration of this bill on the 2d of February 


employing of men in two offices, giving them | last. | 


two salaries. i 

Mr. SUMNER. Our diplomatic statute rec- 
ognizes two salaries. There is a special pro- 
vision for it. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 


UNITED STATES POSTAL TELEGRAPH. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 422) to establish a postal telegraph 
system and to incorporate the United States 
Postal Telegraph Company. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator from New 
York now absent, [Mr. Coxx.ina, } I believe, 
wishes to be heard on that bill, and I move 
that it be passed over. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NATIONAL CEMETERIES. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 474) to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act 
to establish and protect national cemeteries.” 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 


second time, and considered asin Committee of | 


the Whole. It provides that from the time any 
State Legislature shall have given, or shall here- 


after give the consent of such State to the pur- ` 


chase by the United States of any national cem- 
etery mentioned in the act entitled ‘‘An act to 
establish and protect national cemeteries,’’ ap- 
proved February 22, 1867, the jurisdiction and 
power of legislation of the United States over 
such cemetery shall in all courts and places be 
held to be the same as is granted by section 
eight, article one, of the Constitution of the 
United States; and all the provisions of the act 


same. 


of the Secretary of War to cause copies of this | 


present act to be sent to the Governors of all 
such States wherein any of such national cem- 


eteries may be situated, to the end that the ` 


Legislatures of such States may give the con- 
sent herein mentioned. : . 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to ask the Senator 
from Michigan who reported this bill whether 
in the opinion of the Committee on Military 


we have been obliged to take in places where 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that it be post- 
poned indefinitely. 
The motion was agreed to. 


SUPPLIES TO CALIFORNIA INDIANS. 


The next on the Calendar was the joint reso- - 


lution (S. R. No. 115) to provide for the pay- 
ment of the claim of Martha A. Estill, admin- 
istratrix of the estate of James M. Estill, 
deceased, Redick McKee, and Pablo de la 
Toba. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. It 
authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to ex- 
amine the claim of Martha A. Estill, adminis- 
tratrix of the estate of James M. Estill, late of 
California, alleged to be due for supplies fur- 
nished in 1851 or 1852 for the use of the In- 
dians in the northern district of California, 
amounting to $3,000; also the claim of Pablo 
de la Toba, for supplies furnished to the In- 
diana on the Merced river, under alleged con- 
tract with an agent of the Indian commissioners 


` then in California, amounting to $8,040; and 


also that of Redick McKee, formerly commis- 
sioner and Indian agent in the State of Cali- 


: fornia, for an alleged balance of account for 


services and disbursements made for expenses 
and for extra compensation while acting as 
such commissioner and agent, from 1850 to 
1853, the balance amounting to $7,424 59; 


_ and if, on the examination, the Secretary is of 
opinion that the claims, or either of them, or | 


any parts or items thereof, are just and equi- | 


table, and that they were contracted in good 
faith and for the public service, he is to cause 


; them to be paid to the respective parties or 


: ir | ives; but 
of February 22, 1867, areto be applicable to the ʻi Mhoir legal representatives Dut no greater 


The second section makes it the duty ` 


amount than that specified as claimed by the 
respective parties is in any event to be paid; 


and the amount paid in either case is to be | 


accepted in full discharge of the entire claim. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should liketo hear the 
rt in that case. 

The Secretary read the following report, sub- 


re 


"= mitted by Mr. Scorr, from the Committee on 
' Claims, on the 2d of February last: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom were referred 
the petitions of Martha A. Estill, administratrix of 


| J. M. Fstill, deceased, praying payment for beef 


: farnished the United States 


Affairs the passage of such an act as this is | California in 1851-52; of Joseph Barton and General 


necessary to hold the title to cemeteries that ': 


war was carried on for the burial of oursoldiers? |! 
Mr. HOWARD. No, not to hold the title; | 


but the question of jurisdiction comes up, which || 
This bill pro- : 


is by far the most important. 
poses to give the Federal courts jurisdiction. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
passage of the bill. 
enter my construction of it as not in any way 


impairing what I believe to be the law, that we : 
have the right to hold these cemeteries and | 


manage them where we have been obliged to 


I do not object to the | 
I only wish for one to ` 


take them independent of the consent of any | 


State Legislature whatever. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and _ 


passed, 
J. E. CLARKE AND JOHN T. PEABODY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. PE. to authorize the payment of mon- 
eys due J. E. Clarke and John T. Peabody. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill bas been 


reported adversely from the Committee on ` 


Claima by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. | 


Davis. ] 

Mr. HOWE. It should be indefinitely post- 
poned. I make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HENRY A. MESSENGER, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(S. No. 198) for the relief of Henry A. Mes- 
senger. 


| had f 


| been exhausted, you will close negotiations and pro- 
ceed with the discharge of your duties as agentssim- | 


ndian commissions of 


H. S. Burton, asking for payment of the claim of 
Pablo de la Toba for cattle supplied to the same 
commissioners; and of Redick McKee, one of said 
commissioners, asking to berefunded certain moneys 
paid out by him as delivering agent for the Indian 
department, and also additional compensation as 
such agent, respectfully report as follows: 

On the 15th October, 1850, Redick McKee, G. W. 
Barbour, and O. M. Wozencraft were appointed 
commissioners to hold treaties with various Indian 
tribes in the State of California, as provided in tho 
act of Congress approved September 30, 1850. 

Redick McKee was also charged with the duties of 


i disbursing agent of the commission, and $25,000, the 


amount of the appropriation made by said act, was 
placed in his hands. 


On the 12th of April, 1851, the Commissioner of | 
: Indian Affairs wrote to these commissioners that the 


act approved 27th February, 1851, had terminated 
their functions as commissioners; that henceforth 
they were to act under their former instructions, as 
agents of the department. 


for such service.” 


Affairs (Lea) addressed a communication to the 
agents, informin i 


5,000 asked for had been reduced to $25.000; and 


were estimated and asked for the service in which 
you are engaged, Congress appropriated only $25,000, 
the amount remitted you on 25th instant, which, 
with the $25,000 heretofore placed in your hands, is 
all that is applicable to the negotiation of treaties 
in California, and when the funds referred to have 


ply, as the department could not feel itself justified 
in acknowledging anticipated expenditures beyond 
the amount of the appropriation made by Congress.” 

In a letter of 10th July, 1851, to T. Butler King, 
(Sen. Doc. 4, 1853, p. 119,) Mr. cKee showsthat he | 
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it 
it 
i 
‘ 


, ing 
` reie 


‘| commission o 


them that the appropriation of || . ; J 
: 00; and ; Mr. HARLAN. Idonot know whatnew light 
on 27th June following another communication, | 
saying, *' You will have perceived that though $75,000 | 


Was aware the appropriation was but $25,000, and 


2899 


on 29th July he acknowledged receipt of letter of 

22d May, 1851. , 

With these instructions, debts wero contracted by 
the commissioners or agents beyond the amount of 
the appropriations, which, up to 17th February, 1852, 
were reported as amounting to $32,069 79, among 

! which were the claims of J. M. Estill for $3,000, for. 
quantity of fresh beef, and a claim of Don Pablo do 
la Toba for two hundred and one head of cattle, 
$8.040. (See Sen. Doc. 4, 348.) 

Itis clear that under the instructions above quoted 
these debts were contracted without authority of 
law, although those of Estill and de la Toba it does 
appear were contracted by the agent in good faith 
before receipt of the instructions, and before ho was 
aware of the reduction of the appropriation. The 
Government has recognized the propriety of tho 
action of the agents under the circumstances by pay- 
the other claims; and these claims having been 
rred to the Department of the Interior for exam- 
ination, reports have several times been made placing 
them upon thesame ground as those which have been 
paid, leaving open, however, one question, namely, 
whether the supplies claimed for were actually issued, 
and stating that thero is no evidence in posseasion 
of this office of the issue of these supplies other than 
what is detailed by the commissioner in various 
treaty proceedingspublished. (Sen. doo. 4, spl, ses., 
1853, aed affidavit of General Burton, filed with the 
papers. 

_ This affidavit and the statement of the commis- 
sioner, Colonel McKee, show that these supplies were 
used for the Government, and it would seem just and 
equitable that they should be paid. 

edick McKee, agent.and disbursing officer, claims 

$7,424 59, $4,754 52 of that sum being for money 
alleged to have been paid by him for boarding bills, 
traveling and other expenses, &e., incurred in the 
execution of his duties, from January, 1851, to Octo- 
ber, 1853, and $2,670 27 commission for disbursement 
of the funds placed in his hands, . : 

In April, 1865, an examination of his accounts 
resulted ina balance in his favor of $2,224, which 

‘was paid to him; and in that settlement items 
amounting to the sum above mentioned ($7,424 59) 
were suspended or disallowed the commissions, 
because the Department had no authority to allow 
them ; tho act of 27th Fobruary, 1851, indeed 
hibiting such allowance, and the other claims for 
lack of vouchers, because the expenses charged 
were for personal expenses when not engaged inthe 
Indian service, and for reasons set forth ina ‘ set- 
tlement of differences,” made 4th August, 1865. For 
payment of the amounts thus disallowed, Colonel 

{cKee appealed to Congress by petition which has 
for some time been before the Committees on Indian 
Affairs and Claims. i BE 

Reports made successively by Commissioners of 
| Indian Affairs, W. P. Dole, in May, 1 
March, 1866, om missioner 


pro- 


, Cooley, in , and acting 
Mix, in June, 1608, all treat these claims as just and 
equitable, notwithstanding the reasons for which 
' they were suspended or disallowed, the last report 
. even going further and recommending that $1,500 be 
allowed to petitioner for his expenses in coming 
from and returning to California, in prosecution of 
this claim. This report, however, treats the claim 
for the disallowed and suspended items as one which 
should only be allowed on additional evidence. No 
: additiona) evidence has been submitted tothe oom- 
mittec, and it is but just to say that the nature of 
many of the items is such as to render it difficult to 
procure evidence, and that in adjusting them the 
: circumstances and practice of the Department in 
similar cases should be considered, and such allow- 
ance made as is just and equitable. 

The disbursemont of the money being a duty super- 
added to those of an agent before the passage of the 
act forbidding additional compensation, sod devoly- 

. ing responsibility for which bond and security wero 

; given, the commissioner’s claim does not seem un- 

reasonable, nad we recommend the payment of the 

i five per cent. on $53,405, disbursed by 

' him, less $4,525 70 of it, which appears to have been 
his own salary. j 


$53,505 


n 


48,880=$2,444, 
As it appears to have been the custom of the De- 
partment to allow expenses such as are claimed by 
olonel McKee, as he is admitted to havo discharged 
his duties satisfactorily and with fidelity, and as thosc 
associated with him have been paid similar expenses, 


4 ; i: the committee recommend that the Secretary of the 
That act provided that ‘‘no officer or agent so |: `: P + . 

employed shall receivo any additional compensation `| Interior be requested to reéxamine the account for 
An act of 25th September, 1850, |: 


xed the compensation of agents at $3,000 per |: 
annum. : ! 
On the 22d of May, 1851, the Commissioner of Indian | 


expenses, &c., and to allow whatever amount of the 
same, not exceeding the amount claimed in his peti- 
tion, shall under the circumstances appear to be just 
and equitable.* We herewith submit a joint resolu- 
tion i n accordance with the recommendations of this 
| report. 


the Committee on Claims may have obtained on 
this subject, but I think this is an old customer 


| that has been here year after year for the last 


i ten or fifteen years, and I remember exam- 


*The petitioner also claims interest, and now asks 
to add to his demand his traveling expenses, &c.. 
named in presenting the claim. ‘The Department 
having found enough in the accounts as at first pre- 
: sented to suspend or disallow them, we do not think 
| the Government should be held for interest; and we 
| are entirely unwilling toset the precedent of allowing 
| to any claimant his expenses inourred in prosecuting 
his claims before Congress. 
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ining it once in the Interior Department, and 
directing that it be readjusted and the parties 
permitted.to bringin additional proof. As it. 
struck me at that time, all had been paid that 
ought to be paid. I will mention one item 


that the report refers to: three percent. ofthe | 


amount of money disbursed, when all the par- 
ties connected with it were receiving salaries— 
the superintendent receiving $3,000 ayear and 
his expenses, and his clerks and all his employés 
receiving salaries—and yet they put in a claim 


here twenty years afterward for a percentage , evi c 
`. The claim was originally examined by Com- `: 


on the amount disbursed. I do not think there 
is any part of the claim which is just. 

The Vick PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
object to the consideration of the bill? 


Mr. HARLAN. Idonotobject tothe Senate ` 


takinga vote on it. . 
Mr. CORBETT. Ihave examined this claim. 


| 


'i little.: I remember that I instructed the Com- ; 


I remember very well that one of the parties , 


came through our country in early times when 
it was very expensive. traveling through that 
country. understand he has not been allowed 
the full amount of his expenses, from the fact 
that the Department thought the expenses were 
too much. In those days traveling in Califor- 
nia was very expensive indeed. [ think the 
claim is just. 
` Mr. EDMUNDS. 
It had better go over. 
Mr. SCOTT rose. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no objection to 
hearing my friend from Pennsylvania; but as 


Thisis a contested ease. 


it is a contested claim, and has been debated | 
here a good deal before, I suggest that it be | 


passed over. 
_Mr. SCOTT. Ishall oceupy buta very short 


time. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Well, I shall not object : 


| missioner might allow it. 


if it only occupies a few minutes. 

= Mr. SCOTT. Asthe Senator from Iowa has 
said, this is a very old case, and as it has been 
so long before Congress I took especial care 
„to investigate if closely when the papers were 
submitted to me as a member of the Commit- 
tee on Claims. The firat item, and the princi- 


pal item to which the Senator seems to object, || 


the commissions allowed to Redick McKee on 
disbursements, I think is perhapsas meritorious 
as any other part of the claim. If Senators 
have paid attention to the reading of the re- 
port they will have seen that there were three 
commissioners appointed, each one of whom 
had the same datiesto perform; but by a letter 
which I hold in my hand, written by Mr. Lea, 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs, it was sug- | 


gested that Colonel McKee should take charge 
of all the funds that were disbursed by all three 
of those commissioners, 
discharging that duty it became necessary for 
him at one time, in order to anticipate funds 
which were not furnished to him as soon as 
they should have been, to mortgage his own 
property in San Francisco. 

` He did mortgage his own property for money 
raised in San Francisco at that time, and out 
of. that money paid his cocommisgioners a 
part of their salaries, and paid the expenses 
that were incurred in the execution .of this 
trust. - Although it does not appear in any of 
the papers upon file, yet I am assured it is the 
fact, and I have every reason to believe it, that 


his property.was sold at a sacrifice under that | 


mortgage, and he thereby lost a larger amount 
than he will receive under this bill. | 

As to the other item, with regard to Colonel 
McKee, this is not a direct appropriation, but 
ia only an suthority to the Secretary of the 
Interior.to examine that part of Colonel Mc- 
Kee’s account which consists.of items such as 
his boarding bills, his traveling expenses, &c., 
and. to allow such of them as the additional 
evidence shall satisfy the Secretary of the 
Interior are just and equitable under tlie cir 
cumstances. a SES se 
_ As to the other two claims, those of Mr. Es- 
till’s administrateix, and of Pablo de la Toba, 
I believe there is no dispute whatever about 
theirjustice. “They have upon several different 


He did so, and in , 
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occasions been recognized in the reports of the 

Department. Therehas been great delay, and 

by that cause, perhaps, great injustice done to 
| some of these parties, and I am satisfied that 
nothing more than justice will be: done. by the 
| passage of this bill in its present form. 


Mr. HARLAN. Iwill remark to the hon- : 
' orable Senator from Pennsylvania that his _ 


i remarks freshen my recollection of the case a 


` missioner to permit Mr. McKee to bring in new 
evidence, or any evidence he could produce. 


‘missioner Greenwood, a-gentleman whom I 
‘never saw, but who administered the Indian 
: department, if the evidence in the department 
can be trusted, with great fidelity. 
: back personally at the old schedule of items, 
‘and the memoranda made on the margin by 
Commissioner Greenwood and the original 
vouchers; there was an immense pile of 
them, and I personally examined the whole 
-of them, every paper. in the case, and in- 
_ stricted the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


‘to permit this claimant, where the old Com- | 
missioner had not rejected the claim out- | 
‘right, to introduce new evidence if he could | 
He did: so, and some of the | 


produce. it. 


' items were allowed under this new evidence ; 


but he 


= items the witnesses were dead, or beyond his 


reach. I inquired then as to the character 
: of this gentleman, and learned from various 
sources that he was a man of integrity and 
honor, who would not probably swear falsely. 


| I then instructed the Commissioner of Indian 


i 


where he could swear himself that of his own 
knowledge the money had been-paid the Com- 
Every dollar of this 
claim that he could either prove or swear to 
himself, of his.own knowledge, has been al- 
lowed and paid. - 

These facts wete reported to the House of 
Representatives two or three years ago, when 
this claim was pending there, and on the report 
from the Department the claim was dismissed 
| in the House, asdoubtless gentiemen here now 
| who were then members of the House will re- 
member. 


during a period of twenty years this ought to 
| -Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the 


ance? 


was one dissenting member of the committee. 


read? eee: 

_ Mr. SCOTT. There are, I think, three 
teports from the Interior Dépariment among 
the papers. The papers. aré very voluminous, 
as the Senator from Iowa has said. . But in 
addition to them there is in a document referred 
to in the report, Senate Document No. 4, 
of the special session of 1853,.a statement ot 
claims which were referred to the Department, 
and among those claims are two of those em- 
braced in this. bill; not tbe one of. Colonel 
McKee, but one of Estill, and one of Pablo 
de la Toba; and there is no statement in that 
Senate document at all casting any imputation, 
according to my recollection, on the justice 
of these claims. . eens 
' Ihave endeavored to examine. every.paper 
‘connected with the case. ` I agree that its age 
is a circumstance likely fo create 3 presump- 


iration of it I came to the conclusion that that 


was in the case. against it, and that there had 


been injustice done to Colonel McKee by the 
| withholding of this claim. ` oe 


I looked . 


insisted that as. to some of the | 


Affairs to permit him to swear himself, and | 


If any claim at alf can ever be dis- |: 
|| posed of by an examinationand reéxamipation 


be disposed of and ought to be regarded as ` 
‘| settled. 


Senator reporting this bill whether the com- |; 
mittee were unanimous in favor of this allow- :; 


Mr. SCOTT.. My recollection is that there » 
Mr. EDMUNDS. May Tinquire of the Sen- | 
ator whether this report from the Interior De- | 


partment, referred to by the Senator from Iowa, |, 
is among the papers, so that we may hear it |! 


tion against it;-but after making a full-exam- | 


i was perhaps the strongest presumption there | 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam sure nobody ques- 
tions the fidelity of the examination of my 
friend from Pennsylvania; but I should be 
very glad to hear this last report from the 
Department of the Interior to the House of 
Representatives, if it is among the papers 
returned by the committee or if it is in the pos- 
' session of the committee, read for the informa- 
~ tion of the Senate. 
| Mr. SCOTT. It is among the papers re- 
! turned, I believe. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I ask that that 
paper, which is the last report of the Secre- 
- tary of the Interior to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, which is said to be among the 
: papers, be read. 

. Mr. COLE. I cannot discuss every item of 
the bill; but the largest item Iam sure must 
have escaped the aitention of the former Sec- 

_retary of the Interior. I do not think there 

was any pretense that the cattle which were 
furnished by Pablo de la Toba for the use of 
the Indians were ever paid for. I think that 
account has never been questioned atall. That, 
the largest account in the bill, has never been 
questioned by anybody according to my recol- 
lection. 

I will state in this connection that the owner 
` of that account has with great generosity 
assigned it over for the foundation of a young 
ladies’ school in a certain town in California ; 
; and that will be the use which will be made 
: of the money if it is appropriated. That of 
; course would not be a ground for appropriat- 
| ing it improperly; but I believe there is no 
question about the propriety of the account 
and about the justice of it. There may have 
! been some other accounts examined during the 
term of office of my friend from Iowa as Scc- 
retary of the Interior, but I am sure that could 
not have been among them; and I think such 
| accounts as have been examined and passed 
ii over or thrown over are not included in the 
' billnow before the Senate. I think thisincludes 
| only such accounts as are beyond question or 
| as have not really been a subject of investiga- 
' tion and settlement heretofore. I believe that 
certain other accounts of this description have 
been Cast out. 

„The Senator from Maine [Mr. Hamiin] 
i informs me that he will object to the bill unless 
; I quit talking immediately. That of course is 
a reason why I should stop. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, lask that the com- 
; munication from the Department be read. 

; The Secretary read as follows: 

4 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Wasarneron, D. C., March 22, 1866. 
Sir: I have the honor toacknowledge the receipt, 


| by reference from your Department, under date of 
i: thelst instant, ofthe petition of Redick McKee, late 


i| commissioner and Indian agent for California, to 
Coogress, praying to be indemnified for expenses 
incurred by him as he alleges while acting as dis- 
bursing agent of the board of commissioners to ar- 
i| range the diffculties between the whites and the 
i| Indians in California, in the years 1851, 1852, and 
1853, which was referred to your Department by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, United States Senate, 
for suggestions thereon, January 31, 1866. 

In reply I have the honor to state that on the 22d 
May, 1865, my predecessor made a report to you and 
inelosed the papers in relation to the condition of 
| the xecounts of Redick McKee, late commissioner 
| and Indian agent, a copy of which is herewith in- 
| closed marked “A,” wherein you were respectfully 
| requested to give direction in the matter referred to. 
' Subsequently, June 10, 1865, the papers then in- 
. closed relative to suspensions and. disallowances 
| were returned, with your direction concerning, the 
game, a copy of which is herewith marked * B.” 
i! This occurred under my predecessor. . 
| Under date of July 21, 1865, recurring to the claim 
in question and to your instructions of the 10th of 
June, 1905, the aceounts were again returned, together 
with your decision, a copy of which is herewith in- 
: closed, marked “C,” and a partiel settlement of the 
account was made in accordance therewith. 5 

A copy of the original exceptions, marked “D, 
together with n statement of his accounts as they 
now stand, marked “E,” are also transmitted, show- 
ing in detail about the same result that his petition 
to Congress sets forth. A a Rar S 

The disallowances in this office, in 1856 and 1857, 
of sundry payments made by the disbursing agent 
for board bills, &c., appears to have been based on 
a strict construction of the lawsrelating to traveling 
expenses of local agents, which Mr. McKee contends 
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was inapplicable to commissioners clothed with spe- 
cial powers, sent to adistant unexplored field topol 
lect information and mako report, and especially 
onerous on him as the disbursing agent of the com- 
mission, charged expressly to pay his associates thoir 
per diem ‘‘and all other expenses of the commis- 
sion.” (Vide Instructions, Senate Document No. 4, 
1853, page8.) 


| 
i 
i 
i 
1 
i 
I 


and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. : : 

The bill (H. R. No. 1521) relinquishing to 
the city of Dubuque, Iowa, whatever title may 
remain in the United States to a certain lot of = 


‘| ground in Dubuque was read twice by its title, 


Under these instructions he acted, reporting his ; 


payments regularly to 
eciving an intimation 0 
thereafter. 
I agree, therefore, 7 
that his claim for such payni 
able. It appears, moreover, 
settlement of the accoun n $ 
Dr. Wozencraft, under a resolution of Congress, his 
claims for similar expenses were allowed, . 
Tn relation to the item $864, payment to commis- 
saries or storekeepers, the agent refers to express 


ents is clearly equit- 
that in a subsequent 


the Department, without re- . 
f dissent until several years ` 


with myimmediate predecessor ` 


ts of one of his associates, | 


and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. ' 

The jomt resolution (H. R. No. 116) to con- 
strue an act entitled ‘‘ An act to amend an act 


. entitled ‘An act to confirm certain private land 


claims in the Territory of New Mexico’’’ was 


‘| read twice by its title. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu- 


‘tion will be referred to the Committee on Pri- 


directions of the hoard on the 2d of May, 1852. (Vide || 
| 


Journal, Senate Document No. 4, page 98.) 

‘As to item $2,670 27, for extra services, 
record oragreement on the part of the officer to allow 
compensation therefor, and although, as my prede- 
cessor reports, it may have been at that time and 


I find no | 


vate Land Claims. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. A proposition preeisely 
like that has been considered by the Commit- 


the courts of the United States—a salaried 
li 


| 
i 
i 
i 


ning of the appointment of an officer for all 


officer-to report the proceedings. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator will see that 
this officer is to be paid by the elerk of the 


court out of the fees. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Weall understand, and 


' nobody better than the Senator from Maine, 


that the second section of this bill takes just 
$2,500 a year out of the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States. If it was to be paid out of the 
taxes collected in the District of Columbia it 


: would be no more out of the Treasury than this 


is. The clerk of the court returns all his re- 


_ceipts beyond four or six thousand dollars a 


' tee on Private Land Claims, and they have | 


it commends itself to the discretion of Congress : 


rather than to that of this office. , : 
Mr. McKee submits that under rulings of differ- 


i; its 


ent Attorneys General, and by the decision of Judge | 
Taney in the case of White, officers discharging the |: 


duties of two officers are entitled to extra pay. | 

For item $560 25, the claimant says he is daily 
expecting vouchers and affidavits from California 
which will carry the same to his credit under your 
decision of July 21. x 

In the agent’s account current February 5, 1852, 
the Government is credited with $1,626 for sales of 
Indian goods, pack animals, camp farnitare, &e., 
which sum is charged to him by the Auditor in the 
partial settlement made in August, 1865; and though 
the error claimed, $685, was then pointed out, it could 
not be corrected in that account by that officer. For 
the omission claimed, $100, there appears to be a 
regular voucher filed. g 

From the regularity with which Mr. McKee ren- 
dered his accounts, and from the journal of the com- 
missioners, (vide Senate Document No. 4, page 88, et 
seq.,) it would seem that his duties, both as disburs- 
ing agent and as commissioner, were discharged with 
fidelity and zeal; that said services have remained 
for many years in part unrequited; and that his 
appeal to Congress for relief is entitled toa favorable 
consideration. The petition is herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 

D. N. COOLEY, Commissioner. 
Hon. James HARLAN, Secretary of the Interior. 

P, §.—Since the foregoing was written aletter and 
afidavit from Mr. John McKee, of San Francisco, 
the former Secretary of the commissioners ín Gali- 
fornia, dated 3d February, 1866, explanatory of some 
items in the.agent’s accounts, and sufficient, as I 
suppose, to remove the suspension on the, items, 
making $560 26, has been received. A copy of this 
letter is also sent herewith, marked “ F.” | 

D. N. COOLEY, Commissionenp. 

Mr. HOWARD. I move that this bill be 
passed over. 

The VICE PRESYDENT. It will be passed 
over; and the Secretary will read the title of 


the next bill on the Calendar. 
CONTEMPTS OF COURT. 


The Secretary. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill (S. No. 271) to punish con- 
tempts of the courts of the United States in 
certain cases. 
` Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to 
the bill being considered ; but I regard it as a 
bill about which there may be some question. 
It authorizes the issuing of a process to any 
„part of the United States by a judge of one of 
our courts to bring persons before him for con- 
tempt. I think it is going a great way. A 
judge in Maine, under this bill, may send to 
Oregon and bring a person from Oregon to 
Maine to answer for a contempt of his court. 
The Senator behind me [Mr. Howarp] in- 
quires ‘‘Why not?’ I question the propriety 
of it myself; I think it is going a good way. 
The bill was introduced by the Senator from 
Wisconsin, (Mr. Carrenter,] and it is re- 
ported by the Judiciary Committee, and a 
majority of that committee are in favor of it. 
I do not object to considering it; I merely 
wanted to state what it was. 

Mr. BAYARD. Let the bill go over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. | The bill will be 
passed over. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Is the bill objected to? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 771) for the relief of 
Zachariah Pettijohn was read twice by its title, 


. 


H 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
1 


| 


| over. | 


l . . . . * 2 
under the circumstances an equitable charge, still |: agreed to report in favor of it. This Joint res 


olution, therefore, may just as well be put upon 

assage now. | 

he VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 

not interfere with the order of the day by pro- 

posing to put it on its passage now. 

-Jet it lie on the table for the present. 
Mr. WILLIAMS.. Very well. 


BILLS OBJECTED TO. 


the Calendar will be reported. i 
The SECRETARY. The next bill is the bill | 
(S. No. 172) to establish the office of associate 
judge for the eastern district of Texas. i 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand events have 
occurred which will make that bill unnecessary. 
I suggest that it be passed over. ; 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(S. No. 365) to secure to all persons the equal 
protection of the laws.. 
Mr. DAVIS. Let that be 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


_passed over, 


passed over. 


SAMUEL W. PRICE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 271) for the relief of Colonel Sam- 
uel W. Price of the twenty-first Kentucky vol- 
unteers. ; 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 


‘Congmittee of the Whole,’ proceeded to con- 
sideg the bill. It- is a direction to the Sec- 
retafies of the War and Treasury Depart- 


mepts to cause to be certified and paid to 
Samuel W. Price, ‘for military service ren- 
dered as colonel of the twenty-first regiment 


The bill will be | 


` year into the Treasury of the United States. 
| When you take this money out of this surplus 
' it is just like any other appropriation; so that 


nobody is to be misled by that. . . 
The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Illinois object? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not object to the 


` consideration of this bill, but I question very 


‘much its 
He will .. 
'. of establishing the office of stenographer in the 
` courts of the United States throughout the 


propaely: I shall not vote for the 


bill, and I question very much the propriety 


country. If it is done here it will be done 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next bill on | Sewhero 


Mr. HOWARD. I suppose the object of 
the bill is the same in this District as in the 
various States of the Union where they have 
created asimilar office. It is established in 
the State of Michigan, and is very satisfactory. 
It expedites the business of trials in the courts 
of justice, and prevents the immense loss of 
time occasioned by attorneys and counsel paus- 
ing to take down the evidence with their own 


' hands. A witness put under examination under 
' guch a system as this proceeds to tell his story 
“at once; the stenographer takes it down in his 


‘short-hand writing, the witness simply an- 


swering the questions put on the examination 
and cross-examination, and when he is done 
he is dismissed, and the evidence, word for 
word, is then preserved, and if counsel desire 


, the use of the evidence thus taken down, they 


: have it written out at length and pay the sten- 


ographer for doing so. ‘That is a part of his 


ee. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The salary here is not 
to be paid out of the fees he gets from the 


' attorneys in the cases. 


Mr. HOWARD. I wish the Clerk would 


_have the goodness to read that section again. 


of Kentucky volunteer infantry, from the | 


25th of February to the 1st of August, 1865, 
not to exceed the sum of $1,081 50. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without :: 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read :; 


the third time, and passed. 


STENOGRAPHER TO DISTRICT SUPREME COURT. |; 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill ; 


(S. No. 481) for the appointment of a stenog- 
rapher to the supreme courtof the District of ` 
Columbia. i i , 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in ` 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. : 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
reported the bill with amendments. 


The Secretary read the second section of the 

bill, as follows: Ss at 
Src, 2. And be tt further enacted, That the said sten- 
500, 


' ographer shall receive an annual salary of 


the pay and emoluments of colonel of infantry, ' Payable quarterly, out of the fees collected Dy the 


Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘The clerk of said 
court,” i 

Mr. HOWARD. The payment isto be made 
by the clerk. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There is no provision 
that parties shall pay anything. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There is no provision 
that parties shall pay for copies they take, 


: go that the ordinary receipts ef the court will 


in section one, line six, after the words “shall ` 


be,” to strike out the words ‘‘ under the direc- 
tion of the court,’’.and before the word ‘‘re 


ports,” to strike out the word ‘‘full,’’ and | 


after “reports” to insert ‘‘ as, the court shall 
Geach so that if amended the section will 
read: 


That the justices of the supreme court af: the Dis- 
trict of Columbia shall have authority to appoint a 
stenographer, who shall be a sworn officer of the 
court, and whose duty it shall be to make reports as 
the court shall direct of the proceedings and evi- 
dence in the cases before said court. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. This is only the begin- ; 


have to bear the whole expense. 

Mr. HOWARD. I submit that it ought to 
be amended in that regard. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ihave no objection to 


` parties employing a stenographer and paying 
The first amendment of the committee was ` hi 


im. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I think the bill is just and 
proper, and ought to be passed as itis. There 


ig a surplus of funds now collected from liti- 


gants in this District, that goes into the Treas- 


` ury annually, more than enough to pay a ste- 


nographer. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not more than enough 
to pay the expenses of running the court. 

Mr. HAMLIN. More than enongh to pay 
all the officers of the court save the justices, 
and it is out of that fand that it is proposed to 
pay this stenographer. Thecomrt want it, all 
the parties interested in the court in this city 
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are in favor of it. I think no wiser bill was 


ever pope 

Mr. SAWYER. Iwill say one word in ref- 
erence to this, Recently in my own State a 
stenographer has been appointed in the several 
district courts. Ihave the testimony of one : 
of our most efficient judges that it saves a third - 
of the time which the court and the jury are | 
obliged to give to the public business, and that 
the treasury of the State is largely the gainer - 
by paying this salary. It has also the advan- `: 
tage of putting down exactly what the testi- 
mony is, and evables the judge to refer to what 
the witnesses havereally said rather than to his | 
own compendium of it, which he makes as he 
goes along; and the same with regard to the 
counsel. It has been found to work in prac- . 
tice admirably, and to save time to the jurors, ` 
to the court, and to the parties; and I believe . 
it would be good economy to have a stenog- . 
rapher in every United States court. 

he amendments were agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I now move to strike out /' 
the second section, and insert another for pre- |: 
cisely the same thing but a little more full. E 

The Secretary read the words proposed to be 
inserted : x 

And be st further enacted, That the said stenogra- :: 
pher shall receive an annual salary of $2,500, payable ` 
aarterly by the clerk of said supreme court of the 
District of Columbia aforesaid, out of the gross earn- , 

ings of the office of said clerk; and the salary of the 
stenographer as aforesaid shall be charged in the 
accounts of said clerk and allowed in the adjustment 
of said accounts in conformity with the provisions of 
an act entitled “An act to prescribe the modeof | 
settling the accounts of the clerk of the supreme |’ 
poart of the District of Columbia,” approved July 


. Mr. HAMLIN. The point here is that the ; 
original bill provides that the clerk shall pay | 
this amount; the clerk is obliged to settle his `! 
accounts with the Treasury Department, and | 
thisamend ment provides that it shall enterinto «| 
his accounts. ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. While the Senator from | 
Maine is regulating this matter I would in- | 
quire of bim if his attention has been called to | 
the pay which the criers and the bailiffs of the | 
court here receive? | 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir. | 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Would it not be advis- | 

| 
l 


į 


able to put a provision in relative to their pay? || 

Mr. HAMLIN. We have reported a bill this |í 
morning for that very purpose. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am very glad the Dis- ' 
trict Committee have acted on that subject.  ' 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask my friend from 
Maine whether this does not charge the whole | 
expense to the judiciary fund? 

r. HAMLIN. Nota dollar. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On the contrary, as it 
now stands, I assure him every dollar of this || 
money will be charged by the clerk against ‘ 
what is called the judiciary fund ; and we had 

‘better at once understand what we are about. 
We are making a new officer for this court at 
a salary of $2,500 a year, to be paid out of 
the money tac for the support of the | 
jadioiary of the United States.. T 
long and the short of it. Under these cir- 
cumstances, until I can look into it farther, I | 
shall object to the bill. | 

Mr. HAMLIN. No; let us vote. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What I desire is to have | 
these costs taxed in the bills of costs against : 
private parties. ; 
. Mr. HAMLIN. That is precisely what the | 
bill does. | 

Mr. SHERMAN. IT assure the Senator, with 
my knowledge of the mode of adjusting the | 
accounts, that it is not what he supposes. 
he will add the words “the proper proportion 
to be taxed as costs in the respective cases,” 
it will be right. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Ohio move to amend the amend- 

“ment? 


|| every year. 


| in all cases shall be taxed in the bill o 


hat. is the '|- 


-ought to be done. 


- Mr. SHERMAN. Yes; but I am not pre- 
red to submit the precise language. The 
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should be taxed as costs in the cases to the 
proper parties inthesuit. With that provision, 
I shall i 

I think it would be a great convenience to the 


: court; but the expense ought not to be taxed |: 
I submit that sugges- © 


to the United States. 
tion to my friend from Maine. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I assure the Senator that 


the bill does not tax one cent to the United . 
States. It provides that this shall be paid out © 


of the fees received by the clerk, and those fees 
are all specified by law, and there isa surplus 


. of those fees; and it is out of that surplus this 


payment is to be made. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest that a provise 


` like this be added: 


Provided, That nothing shall be paid out of any 
appropriation from the Treasury. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I haveno objection to that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That will satisfy me. 


. Mr. TRUMBULL. I had occasion once to © 
' look into this matter. The clerk of the supreme 


court of the District of Columbia, who is a most 
excellent gentleman and accounts for every 


dollar of fees that are collected, is allowed a : 


certain compensation, I think it is only $4,000 
a year; and he is required to account for all 
the fees that he collects to the Treasury of the 
United States. 
beyond his salary, and there is a considerable 
surplus; I cannot tell how much, though I 
once had the figures. Now, here is a proposi- 


_ tion to take that surplus and pay a stenogra- 


pher; and I say to the Senator from Maine 


| that it is precisely the same thing as if the bill . 
. provided that $2,500 should be paid to a stenog- | 
re ioe out of any money in the Treasury not | 
ot 


erwise apprporiated. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I will state that the 


joa 
ciary fand is first made up of a very 


arge 


appropriation, usually $1,500,000 a year. j 
Then it is made up by several balances col- | 


lected from various officers over and above 


their legal fees.> That is the judiciary fund, | 


and this money comes out of that fund unques- 
re A 
Mr. HAMLIN. I only .want to express it 


as a matter of opinion that a stenographer | 


would save tenfold the cost of his employment 


by the time that would be saved in the trial of | 


causes before this court. That is my judg- 


ment—ten times the salary would be saved © 


I will add to the Jast section: 


Provided, That none of this money shall be paid |: 
‘| out of any sums appropriated by Congress. i 


But I cannot conceive why Senators should ; 


wish that the litigants in this District should 
pay money into the Treasury to be appropri- 


ated to other purposes, particularly when that : 


money may be diverted to an office that will 
save ten dollars where they ask to take one 
from it. i 
Mr. SHERMAN. Iwill suggest an amend- 
ment that will meet my views and perhaps. the 
view of the Senate, that the cost of Popo ong 
costs 
under the order of the court. 
Mr. HAMLIN. For reporting the evi- 


‘dence? 


Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir; I think that 


proportion. 


cost of writing down the testimony in their | 
cases, and it ought not to be charged to the | 


United States. 


Mr. CASSERLY. There is a great deal : 
: more in this than Senators seem to suppose. 
In the State of California we have had a syatem | 
of short-hand reporters in our courts for a good | 
. many years. 


trouble there to get the system into a satisfac- 
tory condition, but nobody there even dreamed 
of making the expenses of the stenographer a 
charge upon the public. From the beginning 
hig expenses were arranged by statute at so 


much a day and so much a folio for any copy | 


of his notes written out for the use of any party 


idea is that the charges of this stenographer li to a controversy who might call for it. 


ave no objection to the bill; indeed, |; 


He turns over every dollar 


Then if the United States | 
|-have a cause and lose it they will pay their 
Private parties onght to pay the | 


It has given us a great deal of | 
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I suggest to Senators to consider also, before 
' they adopt this bill in its present shape, what 
kind of precedent they are establishing and what 
sort of asystem they are commencing. We have 
a large number of district courts in the United 
States. We havea large number, though not 
i; so large, of circuit courts in the United States. 
«There is no reason which makes this bill proper 
for the court in this District which does not 
' make it equally proper, to say the least, for every 
Federal court, district and circuit throughout 
' the United States. The result will be that you 
. will have a system of stevographers through- 
; out the country at the public expense, each one 
, having a salary, and perhaps after awhile a 
certain amount of incidental perquisites and 
expenses, all of which will eventually fall upon 
the public. In my judgment this bill cannot 
be put in a proper shape by any amendment 
‘| that any Senator is prepared to suggest. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Thenyou had better object 


it.” 
Mr. CASSERLY. I do not wish to object. 
: I would prefer that the bill should be recom- 
mitted io the committee with instructions to 
; report it back so classifying the charges of the 
i; stenographer for his services that they may be 
i; taxed against the parties litigant iu the causes, 
' I know of no reason why the Treasury should 
bear such an expense. I make that motion 
now, asthe most desirable mode of enabling 
: the committee to arrive at a satisfactory result. 
i At all events, that will givean opportunity for 
! gentlemen when the bill next appears here to 
ropose the proper amendments. Our State 
aw in California is an excellent law on this 
subject, and I commend it to the attention of 
the gentlemen of the Committee on the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that itis better 
to have a little more information about this 
subject. JI have the impression, from some- 
thing I have heard quite recently, that there is 
a person connected with the court now under 
i| a salary who does this sort of thing to a greater 
or less extent, and that this bill possibly may 
be, without the committee’s knowing it, pro- 
i| viding for a double compensation. Therefore 
I think, with the permission of my friend from 
Maine, that it had better either go over or go 
| tack to hiscommittee. Which does he prefer? 
I think it had better go over. 

Mr. SHERMAN, [think it would be well 
li to recommit this bill with a view to have an 


| 


' to 


i; amendment made that shall give the court 
power to authorizethe employment of a stenog- 
i| rapher, the costs to be taxed to the proper 
t pasties in the various causes. 

Mr EDMUNDS. For the purpose of a 
|| motion to recommit I withdraw the objection 
|| to the consideration of the bill. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


i 


', Ohio moves to recommit the bill to the Com- 
i| mittee on the District of Columbia. 

i. Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Cali- 
| fornia made that motion. 

! The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
i; on the motion to recommit. 

t The motion was agreed to. 


| 
t 
i GEORGE WRIGHT. 
| 


|i. The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
i! (S. No. 493) for the relief of George Wright. 
| There being no objection, the bill was read 
the second time, and considered as in Commit- 
| tee of the Whole. It provides for the payment 
‘| to George Wright of $1,500, in full consider- 
i! ation for the entire past and future use by the 
|, Government of the United States of his patent 
4 linch-pin ; bat he is first to execute and deposit 
| with the War Department a full, sufficient, and 
|| legal transfer and license to the Government 
' to use said linch-pin for Government purposes 
free of all charges or royalty. 

| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


RAILROADS IN KANSAS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bull 
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(S. No. 445) to amend an act for a grant of 
lands to the State of Kansas, in alternate sec- 
tions, to aid in the construction of certain rail- 
roads and telegraphs in said State. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That isa land grant. It 
had better go over. 

Mr. ROSS. It is no land grant. 


Mr. POMEROY. I think there can be no | 


objection to this bill. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I will hear the bill read : 


‘| ag aforesaid, situated opposite to and within alimit 
| of ten miles of the line of said section of road thus ' 


before I object. . 
The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, d&c., That section fourth of an aot 
for a grant of lands to the State of Kansas, in alter- 
nate sections, to aid in the construction of certain 
railroads and telegraphs in said State, approved 
March 3, 1863, be so amended as to read: **Thatwhen 
the Governor of said State shall certify, and the 
Sceretary of the Interior shall be satisfied, that a 
section of twenty consecutive miles in extent of 
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see that this is quite a change of the original 
section : 

‘That the lands hereby granted to said Stateshall 
be disposed of by said State only in the manner fol- 
lowing, that is to say, when the Governor of said 
State shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior 
that any twenty miles of either of said roads or 


workmanlike manner as a first-class railroad, and 


| 
‘| 
| 


‘| branches is completed in a good, substantial, and | 


the said Secretary shall be satisfied that said State | 


has complied in good faith with thisrequirement, the 
said State may cause to be sold all the lands granted 


be built anywhere. That does not meet the 
point at all. l 

Mr. POMEROY. Does the Senator sup- 
pose they would build twenty miles of road, 
and then skip twenty miles, and then build 
again? Idid not know he meant that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is exactly what the 
act of 1863 intended to provide against. 

Mr. POMEROY. I never knewa company 


' that built a road that would not make a con- 


‘' completed, extending along the whole length of said | 
completed section of twenty miles of road, and no ` 


u 
t 
ii 


farther.” 
That is one part of section four of the act of 


' then built twenty more? 


| 1868, which is in substance just like this bill, . 
except that by this bill the word ‘‘ ten ” ismade | 
‘| to read ‘‘twenty.’? Then all the rest of the sec- | 


either of said roads or branches referred to in said . 
act is completed in a good, substantial, and work- | 


manlike manner, as a first-class railroad, the said 
State may cause to be sold all the lands granted and 
selected for the purposes indicated in the*act to 
which this is an amendment, situated within the 
limits of twenty miles from the lino thereof, and 


situated oppositeto and conterminate with said com- | 


pleted section of road, and so on continually as fast 
as twenty consecutive miles of said road 


until the whole is completed.” 


are finished | 


Mr. POMEROY. I think I can explain | 


this in a moment. In the act of Congress of 
1863 making this grant of lands there were 
two other companies besides this one named, 
and it was provided that before any one of the 
companies should have the full benefit of the 
grant all the other roads and all the other 
branches must be built. The effect of this bill 
is to separate each company and allow each 
company to have its lands on the completion 
of its road. The only fault inthe old law was 
that it united the companies and made the one 


dependent on the other, so that if one company | 
failed and the other company did not fail the : 
company that did not fail could not get its | 
I refer now to the compensation lands, | 


lands. 
as they are called; the lands outside of the first 
ten-mile limit. This changes the old law £o 
that each company may get its land on the 
completion of its road. 


Mr. HARLAN. Does the Senator from | 


Kansas remember the quantity of land granted 
per mile? i 


with the right to go ten miles further to make 
up for deficiencies. _. f . 

Mr. HARLAN. If the Senator will permit 
one little amendment to come in I shall have 
no objection; if he will say ‘‘ not exceeding 
ten sections per mile.”’ 

Mr. POMEROY. Of course they cannot 
exceed that in any event. I shall have no 
objection to that. 


Iowa moves to amend by inserting ‘‘ not exceed- 
ing ten sections per mile” after the words ‘‘ and 
60 on.” 

Mr. ROSS. That does not mean anything. 
This bill simply gives the company possession 
E of the original grant made by the law of 

Mr. HARLAN. It will not hurt the bill to 
put in the amendment. If you are gure you 
cannot get more it will dono harm. I differ 
with you as to the construction of the law. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


_ Mr. EDMUNDS. As I followed the read- 
ing of the bill, one difference between the old 
section and this is that the present bill author- 
izes the disposition of a strip of land within 
twenty miles of the road, whereas the original 
section provides that it shall be within a limit 
of ten miles of the line. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
the law he will see that they make up for defi- 
ciencies by going twenty miles for lands defi- 
cient within the first ten miles. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very likely. I will read 
the whole section for the benefit of the Senate 
end of my friend from Kansas, and they will 


If the Senator will read | 


| its being a continuous line. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from || °f it #8 L understand. 


tion, by this substitute section, is stricken out. 
I will now read what this bill provides for 
striking out altogether: 


tinuous line as far as they could. As the Sen- 
ator from Maine [Mr. Hautin] suggests, what 
would a railroad be good for if the company 
built twenty miles, then skipped twenty, and 
People never build 
a railroad like that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I can illustrate to the 
Senator from Maine very readily what such a 
road would be good for, though it might not 
apply here. The Senator from Maine might 


‘know that a road might be very good from 


And when the Governor of said State shall certify ` 
"i to the Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary 
‘| shall be satisfied, that another section of said roads 
or branches, twenty consecutive miles in extent, © 
connecting with the preceding section, is compteted ' 


as aforesaid, the said State may cause to be sold all 
the lands granted and situated opposite to and within 


the limit of ten miles of the line of said completed . 


section of road, and extending the length of said 
section, and so, from time to time, until said roads 
and branches are completed. And when the Gov- 
ernor of said State shall so certity,and the Scoretary 
of the Interior shall be satisfied, that the whole of 
said roads and branches and telegraph arecompleted 


first-class railroads and telegraph, the said State 
may cause to be sold all the remaining lands granted 
and selected for the purposes indicated in this act, 
situated within the said limits of twenty miles from 
the line thereof throughout the entire length of said 
road and branches: Provided, That if any, part of 
said roads and branches is not completed within ten 
years from the passage of this act no further sale shali 
be made, and the lands unsold shall revert to the 
United States. 


Portland, in the direction of Boston, as far as 
Portsmouth, and very good from Augasta to 
Bangor, and he might get a charter for a whole 
length of road, and build twenty miles at any 
place he chose, and twenty miles at another 
place; and the intervening gap, being through 
a mountainous country, with no communication, 


' wherethe line would never pay, he might choose 


| in some of the northwestern States. 


in a good, substantial, and workmanliko manner, as i the act of 1863 intended to provide and did pro- 


to have bis road in two parts, ashas been shown 
So that 


vide, wisely or unwisely, against such a thing. 
I do not know that any such thing is to be ap- 


'| prehended here; but I was only pointing out 
i| to the Senate the difference that did exist þe- 


|| tween the law as it stands and the law as it is 


The effect of this then is—although I do not : 


know that it is my business, living so far off, 


wholesome restrictions of this act of 1863, lim- 
iting the selection of lands and the immediate 
sale of them by the State as fast as the road 


the State all the land without respect to con- 


terminous sections of road—— . 
Mr. POMEROY. No. 


gives the land without respect to the conterm- 
inous sections of the road. Just as fast as they 


may complete twenty miles in length they shall | 
|| They have built a continuous road, but they 


have twenty miles in width, without regard to 
That.is the effect 


Mr. HARLAN. With my amendment in 
they can only take ten sections a mile for the 
road as fast as it is built; and we are willing 


: that they shall take that much land if they can 
find it within the limit of twenty miles. 


| was built to ten miles, and holding back what- | 
! ever they might be entitled to in the shape of ` 


Mr. POMEROY. The old law granted five | compensatory lands outside, until the whole 


alternate sections on each side of the road, | line should be completed. Now this bill gives ` 


| 


proposed to be amended. 

Mr. ROSS. It may be sufficient to state 
that two of these roads are now nearly com- 
pleted; they are within twenty days of comple- 


` tion, while the other one is probably within 


to appreciate it much—to relieve the State _ one or two years; but none of the roads can 


of Kansas from what were thought to be the ` | 
' ‘are all completed. 


take lands without the ten-mile limit until they 
The purpose of this bill is 
to remove this restriction. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


: on the amendment of the Senator from Iowa 


to insert the words “not exceeding in all ten 
sections per mile of road actually built.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY. Iam willing to meet the 


: suggestion of the Senator from Vermont by 
os ; inserting a clause providing that the comple- 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg pardon. I sayit: 


t 


| 
} 


i 
i 


Mr. POMEROY. I propose to read, for the ` 


benefit of the Senator from Vermont, the lan- : 
| guage of this bill. He says it is without regard 
| to a conterminous completed section. Now, it 


says: ; 


Situated within the limits of twenty miles from | 


that. 
` Mr. POMEROY. The only criticism the 


the line thereof, and situated opposite to and con- 
terminate with said completed section of road. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator either does 


' the initial point fixed in the original act. 
i: jg true, as the Senator from Vermont says, that 


| 


tion of such consecutive sections shall be from 
It 


the company did not begin at the initial point. 


did not begin at the point fixed in the original 
act. That is the only criticism the Senator 


from Vermont makes which is a deviation from 


the original act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as 
amended, and the amendment made as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole was concurred in. 

Mr. POMEROY. Imove this amendment: 


Provided, That the completion of such consecutive 


` sections shall be from the initial point fixed in the 
' original act. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. There is no objection to 


: Senator can make is that they did not begin at 
: the point fixed in the act. 


not understand me, or I do not understand | 
p ': viso ought to be putin. They began at To- 
were permitted to take lands outside of the `: 


him. My proposition was not at all that they 


contermination of the twenty miles built. My 
proposition is that they are permitted by this 
bill to build twenty miles of road in one place, 
and then twenty miles in another place where 
the lands are the best, and obtain them at once 


Mr. HARLAN. I do not think that pro- 


pee instead of at another point east of that. 
think they ought to be permitted to build the 


: road out into the lands belonging to the Uni- 
, ted States. 


where it is most profitable to build it, and not ` 


| have any continuous line of road at all; and 


in answer to that my friend points me to a : 200 
© build it out into our lands if they are willing 
» to do so. ; , 


phrase which merely entitles them to twenty 
consecutive sections for every mile that may 


Mr. POMEROY. The only difference tə 


‘ this: they will be obliged to build that road, 


but not necessarily to build it first. 2 
Mr. HARLAN. They will have to do it 
ultimately, but I am willing that they should 
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The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading. was read the third time, and | 


FORT RIDGELY RESERVATION LANDS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the next bill. 

The Sscretary. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill (S. No. 351) for the protection 
of the settlers within the Fort Ridgely military 
reservation, Minnesota. 

There being no objection, the bill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported 
an amendment, to strike out all after the en- 
acting clause and insert the following ns a 
substitute: 


That the War Department having abandoned the 
Fort Ridgely reservation, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary ot War, immediately upon the passage of 
this act, to cause to be appraised tho Government 
improvements upon said reservation, and shall re- 
port the value thereof to tho Commissioner of tho 
¢rveneral Land Otice, designating the particular legal 
subdivision of land upon which the same exist, and 
the lands within sa:d reservation noc heretofore 
entered and patented shall be subject to disposal 
under the pre-moption laws of the United States, or 
at private entry after public offering and for cash 
oniy, and persons entering upon or purchasing said 
lands shall pay the appraised value of the Govern- 
ment improvements tict may appear to exist on 
their respective claims at the date of proving up or 
of parchase at private entry. i 

Sec. 2. .ind be tt further enacted, That all entries 
which have been made on lands within the limits of 
said reserve, and fer which the General Land Ofico 
way have issued patents in regular form, not having 
at the time knowledge of said reserve, be, and the 
same are hereby, confirmed: /'romded, That the 
valve of the Government improvements thereon 
have been or shall be paid ror by the persons making 
said entries or by theìr assigns: And provided fur- 
ther, That the same shall be paid tor within one year 
trom the passage of thisact; and it the same are not 
paid for within the timo designated the Secretary of 
the Interior is hereby authorized to and shalt im- 
mediately thereafter institate judicial proceedings 
against any and all of the raid parties or their assigns 
tailing to make said payment, with the view to vacate 
the patents which may have issued. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enncted, That all entries 
heretofore made on said lands and not yet patented 
are hereby declared, at the discretion of the Commis- 
sioner, null and void, and directed to be canceled by 
tue said Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
and the landa embraced therein shal! be disposed of 
under the provisions of this act. 


Mr. HOWARD. I ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Lands whether by this 
bill these lands are to be sold on a credit? 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes; there is a credit of 
one year to these settlers. 

Mr. HOWARD. 1 infer from the reading 
of the bill that patents can issue even before 
the purchase- money has been paid. 

Mr. RAMSEY. No, sir. 

Mr. HOWARD. Letit be read again. The 
Government did not make anything by the old 
practice of selling lands on credit. 

The Secretary again read the substitute. 

Mr. HOWARD. Certainly it contemplates 
a proceeding to vacate a patent. The patents 
are to be issued before the land is paid for. 

Mr. POMEROY. No. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I thiok I can explain to 
the Senator from Michigan in & moment. Pat- 
ents have been issued tor a small portion of 
this reservation in ignorance of the fact that 
there was a military reservation there and the 
improvements of the United States are upon 
the lands that were so patented. This pro- 
vision is that the persons holding those patents 
shall pay for those improvements within one 
year from the passage of this act, otherwise 
proceedings shsll be instituted to set aside 
their patents. The credit only applies to the 
improvements on the land. 

Very well; I do 


r. HOWARD. I see. 
not object. 

Mr. HOWE. As I understand this bill, it : 
provides for the sale of these lands absolutely : 
to anybody at the sum a: which they shail : 
have been appraised without any offering of | 
the lands ar pane sale. 

Mr. POMEROY. If they are actual settlers | 
they may have them at $1 25. 


j: 


Mr. POMEROY. Then they do not get 
them at all. 

Mr. HOWE. Not get them at all! 

Mr. POMEROY. No. They can be pre- 


ewpted, but there is no offering at public sale. ` i i 
States, subject to preémption on private entry, 


Mr. HOWE. Ought there not to be? 

Mr. RAMSEY. The lands are all occupied. 
Settlers have been on them for years. 

Mr. HOWE. The bill does not give us that 
information. It does not provide for those who 
are actual settlers on the lands, and have made 
improvements. 

Mr. RAMSEY. It docs provide for them. 

Mr. HOWE. They may be provided for, but 
it provides for everybody else as well. : 

Mir. POMEROY. It provides only for set- 
tlers. 

Mr. HOWE. I do not understand that to 
be so. 

Mr. POMEROY. Read it. 

Mr. HOWE, It says: 

The lands within aaid reservation not heretofore 
entered and patented shall be subject to disposal 
under the preemption laws of the United States, or 
p prvor entry after publio offoring and for cash 


Mr. RAMSEY. 
that? 

Mr. HOWE. The objection is that it does 
not seem to me to declare that there shall be 
an offering at public sale. 

Mr. RAMIS Y. It says so; ‘‘after public 
offering and for cash only.” 

Mr. HOWE. That is what I want to know. 
The chairman of the committee says it does 
not provide for a public eale. 

Mr. POMEROY. It does not compel a 
public sale; it allows it if the Department 


thinks proper. 

Mr. tA MSEY. The Senator from Wiscon- 
sin must be satisfied. Why persist in opposi- 
tion? 

Mr. HOWE. I should like to have a com- 
mittee of investigation, and have this bill re- 
ferred to it in order to ascertain whether it 
does provide for a public sale or not. 

Mr. HARLAN. This bill does not, but the 
general law does. 

Mr. HOWE. Will the general law control 
the disposal of these lands? 

Mr. POMEROY. There is no general Jaw 
tocompela public sale. It only allows it when- 
ever the Department chooses. These lands are 
by this bill declared public lands, and then the 


What is the objection to 


general law Appia 
` Mr. HOWARD. Does not the general law 


require a pablic sale? 
Mr. HARLAN. Certainly it does. 
Mr. HOWARD. That general law would 


. not apply to a military reservation. 


Mr. HARLAN. It would when itis declared 
to be public land, except as to those who claim 
under the preémption laws; their lands would 

‘ not be offered at public outery, but they would 
be notified to come in at a given period and 
buy the lands before the offer at public outcry. 

Mr. HOWE. I would like to have the 
opinion of the Senator from Iowa, then, on this 

oint: take such portion of this reservation as 
1s not now actually settled upon and occupied 
by settlers, and thas brought under the opera- 
tion of the preémption laws, could those lands 
be purchased at private entry at the appraised 
value without being offered at public sale to 
the highest bidder under this bill? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have not read this bill 
critically. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The language is: ‘‘and the 
lands within said reservation not heretofore 
entered and patented shall be subject to dis- 
posal under the preémption laws of the Uni- 
ted States.” What more do you want? The 
appraisement is of the improvement put upon 
the land. 

Mr. HOWE. And not of the land. 

Mr. RAMSEY. No. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. When this reservation is |! 


Mr. HOWB. Suppose they are not actual f surveyed as a part of the public domain of the 


settiers? 


: United States the lands are offered at public 
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sale like other public lands. If they are not 
urchased, then they nre subject to private entry 
ike other public lands. ‘his bill simply puts 
the lands in this reservation on the same foot- 
ing with the other public lands of the United 


but itis necessarv before the lands can be sub- 
ject to private entry that they should be exposed 
for public sale; and if they are not purchased 
at such public sale, then they ure subject to 
private entry. 

Mr. HOWE. That is the very point on 
which I have been trying to get a legal opin- 
ion. I understood the Senator from Kansas 
to deny that construction of it. 

Mr. POMEROY. _No, sir. 

Mr. HARLAN. The text of the amend. 
ment provides explicitly for the offering of the 
land at private sale: ‘shall be subject to dis- 
posal under the preémption laws of the United 
States, or at private entry after public offer- 
ing, aud for cash only.” So that they cannot 
be bought at private entry until they havo been 
offered at public sale. 

Mr. POMEROY. It only allows the offer- 
ing: it does not compel the offering. 

Mr. HARLAN. It says, ‘‘or at private entry 
after public offering.” That would require 
that the land should first be offered publicly, 
as other public lands are offered for sale, 
before they become subject to private entry. 

Mr. POMEROY. They must be offered, 
but there is no time fixed when they shall be 
offered. Itis left to the Department whether 
they shall be offered this year or next year, 
They cannot be entered, however, at private 
entry until they are offered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment reported by the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed; and the amendment made as in Committee 
of the Whole was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, aud 
passed. ; 

The title of the bill was amended so as to 
read: ‘A bill forthe disposal of the lands within 
the Fort Ridgely military reservation, Minne- 
sota.”’ 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. - 


Mr. MORTON. Imove that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. [“ No!” “Nor’] 

Mr. HOWE. That is not in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is re- 
minded that the order states no other business 
shall be in order except the consideration of 
the general orders on the Calendar. 


BLACK BOB INDIANS. 


Mr. ROSS. I move to reconsider the mo- 
tion which was made yesterday and passed by 
which the Black Bob resolution was referred 
back to the Committee on Indian Affairs. I 
make that motion for the purpose of enabling 
the joint resolution (S. R. No. 173) to retain 
its place on the Calendar... 

‘he VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
enters a motion to reconsider. The pendency 
of the motion to reconsider suspends the pre- 
vious order so as to have the effect the Sen- 
ator from Kansas desires. The Secretary will 
report the next bill on the Calendar. 


The Secretary. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is a bill (S. No. 164) to amend an act 
entitled “An act for the relief of Alexander J. 
Atocha,” approved February 14, 1865. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A House bill 
has passed of the same character. If there be 
no objection this will be indefinitely postponed. 
It is so ordered, 


BILLS OBJECTED TO. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(S. No. 401) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 
granting lands to aid in the construction of a 
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railroad and telegraph line from the States of || bill was up the Senator from North Carolina 
Missouri and Arkansas to the Pacific coast by || [Mr. Anzorr] had a written statement, but 


the southern route,” approved July 27, 1866. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That will lead to debate, | 
I suppose. l 

Mr. HOWARD. It is the Atlantic and 
Pacific railroad bill. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 438) granting lands to aid in the con- © 
struction of certain railroads in the State of 
Florida. 

Mr. OSBORN. Letthat be passed over. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill . 
(8. No. 80) to punish the collection of illegal 
taxes on passengers. 

Mr. McCREERY. Pass it over. I make 
this objection at the instance of the Senator 
from Maryland, not now in his seat. He 
marked thisbill and asked me to have it passed — 
over. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 117) to encourage and facilitate tele- 
graphic communication between the eastern | 
and western continents. 


Mr. WILSON. Let it be passed over. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 


(S. No. 338) to encourage the establishment 
of a line of steamships under the flag of the 


Union for the conveyance of the mails of the |! 


United States to European ports and ports of | 


India and China, by way of the Suez canal, |) P 


and for promoting immigration from Europe | 
to thé southern States of the Union, and reduc- 
ing the rates of ocean postages. 


: formerly a resident of Ohio. 


not in the nature of a formal report. It was 
then discussed. The papers in the case were 


` looked into by the Senator from Wisconsin, 
` and I supposed he was satisfied with the justice 


of this claim on examination. I introduced 
this bill, as Major Nichols of the Army was 
I examined the 
papers in the case, and they made out a state 
of facts about like this: a very large package 
of money was handed to him at the beginning 
of the war, during General McClellan’s cam- 


paign, I think something over two hundred © 


thousand dollars. He went down to the Army 
and paid out forty or fifty thousand dollars of 


| it; and it was very clearly shown from all the 

papers and the testimony that $4,500 was 
erroneously charged to him. As soon as he | 
| discovered that deficiency he reported it to the ` 
| proper officer, and the papers on file from the |. 
Paymaster General and quite a number of | 


other officers show very clearly and satisfac- 
torily, to my mind at least, that Major Nichols 


` was erroneously charged with $4,500 of this : 


money. ; 
` Mr. EDMUNDS. The money was not deliv- , 

; ered to him? “; 
Mr. SHERMAN. Thé money was delivered | 


to him in a package which he had not time or 
opportunity to open and count. 

Mr. EDMUNDS.. Did the cash account of 
the party paying it out show that he had a sur- 
lus of that much at night? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Department charged 


| Major Nichols with that much more than he 


: received. 


Mr. HOWE. That is ‘a pretty formidable | 


title. I guess the bill will lead to debate. 

Mr. COLE 
bill. I think it had better be passed. ae 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator | 
from Wisconsin‘ states that it will give rise to 
debate, which is equivalent to an objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. The next bill is a very 
short one. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the. bill 


(S. No. 511) to repeal the charter of the Med- |! 


ical Society of the District of Columbia. 
Mr. PATTERSON. Let that be passed over. - 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed | 


over. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 400) for the relief of Major J. W. 
Nichols, paymaster United States Army. 

Mr. HOWE. That will lead to debate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Then it will be | 


passed over. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Does the Senator object 
to it? 


Mr. HOWE. Ido not object to its consid- | 
! the payment to him before the deficiency was 
‘| ascertained ? 


eration, but I say it will lead to debate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator says he 
wants to debate it, that is enough. ` 
. Mr. THAYER. I do not hear anybody else 
say anything but the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. HOWE. Iam opposed to the passage 
of the bill. .... f 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is in the 
nature of an objection. 

Mr. THAYER. Ido not understand that 
anybody objects to its consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


mittee of the Whole, and will be read. 

`The Secretary read the bill, which directs 
‘the payment to Major J. W. Nichols, pay- 
master United States Army, of the sum of 
$4,500, erroneously charged to and paid by 
-him in the settlement of his accounts. 

Mr. HOWE. | Let the report be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
to he no written report. The bill was reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs by the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wuitson] 
without amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The other day when this | 


It is not a very formidable | 
i money. z Ea l ; 
Mr. SHERMAN. Delivered to him at the 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand that; but 


you say it was an error in the package deliv- |; 
ered to him; that itdid not contain that much _ 


Treasury of the United, States. 
Mr. EDMUN 


‘what it ought to be? Because if the error con- 


' the Senate; but those are the facts. . Upon an : 


uae ver li the rest the Paymaster General. 
objection it is before the Senate as in Com- || 


sisted in not handing out money that ought to 


have been handed out he would have had so : 


much too much money that night. 
Mr. SHERMAN. In all probability, from 
an examination of the papers, I should say 


MAJOR J. W: NICHOLS. | this $4,500 was paid over to some other pay- | 


master. Large sums of money were paid that 
day to different paymasters. The proof and 
all the papers generally made a very satisfac- 


i! tory showing that Major Nichols, an officer of 


the Army, a paymaster, did not receive by 
$4,500 as much as he was charged with, No 
doubt. the $4,500 went to some other pay- 
master, because several paymasters received 
money on that day. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. How long was it after 


Mr. SHERMAN. On that day or the next 


: day he went down tothe Army and paid some 
| $40,000 of this money. It was then ascer- ` 
tained, and the testimony of one or two per- | 


sons who were with him all the time the pay- 


ments were made shows that it was impossible ; 
l for him to have abstracted this money; and |. 
il the character of Major Nichols was shown by 


the testimony of a number of officers, among 
I am very 
sorry these facts are not stated in a report, 
which Í think would be more satisfactory to 


objection being made before the papers were 


handed to the Senator from Wisconsin to look i 


over. . zé 
Mr. HOWE. The papers were handed tọ 


. me, and I looked them over, and I went to the 
There appears ` 


Treasury Department about this case. My con- 


i clusion was that there was no human probabil- Qi 
| ity that this mistake was made at the Treasury 
‘| Department. The accounts of the Treasury 
:| Department for the day were brought out and 


shown to me; just how mach money was taken 


DS. Now I inquire whether i 
the cash account of the Treasurer of the Uni- | 
- ted States on that day showed $4,500 over |: 
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out of the vaults in the morning, how much 
was received during the day, and the different 
payments they made during the day. It is 
within the limits of possibility, to be sure, 
that $4,500 was abstracted from a payment. 
made to one man, and that precise amount 
added to the payments that were made to 
another 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I do not think there is 
| any evidence showing an abstraction by the 
| officers.. There probably was a mistake. I 
' was satisfied of that from an examination of 
the case. The money at that time was handed 
out in large packages. — 
Mr. HOWE. This is what Iwas about to 

: gay: that it is possible, to be sure, that the 
Treasury might have charged $4,500 to this 
man more than they paid him, and have 
charged exactly $4,500 less to another man 
: than they paid him; but I should consider that 
a very remarkable coincidence. This pay- 
master took this money and went down to the 
Army. I cannot repeat the facts now, because 
it is a long time since I looked over the papers. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ought to state also that 
these packages were all of $500, or $1,000, 
, or $5,000, or $10,000. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The bill had better go 
| over. We ought to have a written report from 
|, the committee on the subject. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. Ithink so. I think the 
i Committee on Military Affairs should have 
` made a written report to accompany the bill. 
Mr. SAWYER. I hope the Senator from 
i Vermont will withdraw his objection. . I have 
L a letter from the Paymaster General which 
| throws light on this subject. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We ought to have a 
' written report from the committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The bill is ob- 
jected to and will. go over. 


J. P. F. CAMP. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 513) remitting tax erroneously assessed 
upon one hundred and fifty gallons of whisky 
: belonging to J. P. F. Camp, of Spartanburg, 
'' South Carolina. ` 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will state 
‘in relation to that bill that there is a report, I 
believe, accompanying it, and it is recom- 
| mended by the officers of the internal revenue 
` department. In this case there was no fault 
‘on the part of this Mr. Camp, but the fault 
| was with one of the revenue officers, and the 
. money ought to be refunded. 

There being no objection, the bill was read 
the second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It proposes to remit the 
|! sum of $300, internal revenue tax erroneously 
i| assessed April, 1867, upon one hundred and 
i| fifty gallons of whisky owned by J. P. F. 
Camp, of Spartanburg, South Carolina. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. There is no re- 
port accompanying the bill, but there is a 
i; paper signed by various State officials of South 
i! Carolina ‘indorsing it. 

The bill was reported to the Sénate without 
| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
‘| reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


| A message from the House of Representa- 
ii tives, by Mr. MePuersoy, its Clerk, announced 
| that the House had passed the following bills, 
in which it requested the concurrence of the 
7 Senate: > . awe 

© A bill (H. R. No. 387) for the relief of 
‘| Charles Pitcher; an ; 
A bill (H. B. No, 1831) to confirm. the title 
‘to the Rancho del Rio Grande. in New Mex- 
l ico, to the heirs and legal representatives of 
, the original grantees thereof. 


POINT SAN JOSE RESERVATION. 


| Thenext bill on the Calendar was the bill 
' (S. No. 241) to- relinquish the interest of the 


. 


United States in certain lands to-the city and 
county of San Francisco: 
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Nr. SCHURZ. I presenteda written report 
on that bill, and I desire that it be acted upon, 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in || 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider '! 
the bill. ji 
The Committee on Military Affairs reported | 
the bill with an amendment to strike out all | 
after the enacting clause, and in lieu thereof ' 
to insert the following: 


That all the right and title of the United States to 
the military reservation in the city and county of 
San Francisco, in the State of Calitornia, known as 
the Point San José military reservation, be, and the 
same are hereby, relinquished and granted to the - 
said city and county, and its successors, for the ben- 
efit of the persons who, if the said land had not been 
reserved for puodlic use, would have been entitled 
thereto under the ordinances of the city of San 
Francisco, ratified by an act of the Legislature of 
the said State, approved on the llth day of March, 
1853, entitled “An act concerning the city of San | 
Francisco, and to ratify and confirm certain ordi- . 
nances of the common council of said city,” there 
being excepted from this relinquishment and grant 
all that certain picce or parcel of land, portion of 
said reservation, and which is bounded and described 
as follows, namely. commencing at a point in the 
mean low-water shore-line of the bayorentranceto | 
the bay of San Francisco, east of the promontory of | 
Point San José, where the same is intersected by the 
westerly line of Van Ness avenue; running thence 
southerly along the said westerly line of Van Ness 
avenue to its intersection with tho northern line of | 
Bay street; thence westerly along the north side of ° 
Bay street to its intersection with the eastern line | 
of Laguna street; thence northerly along the said 
eastern line of Laguna street to the westerly shore; 
thence in a northeasterly, easterly, southeasterly, 
and southerly direction, following the said shore- 
line, to the point or place of beginning. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all laws and 
parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this | 
act be, and thesameare hereby. declared inapplicable - 
to the lands hereinabove relinquished and granted. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment to the bill, and pom the Senator from 
Missouri who reported it will accept the amend- ` 
ment. I ask to have the amendment read. It- 
has been lying on the desk of each Senator for | 
some time. 

Mr. POMEROY. If it is to be amended ` 
and lead to debate I object to the further con- 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. SCHURZ. It will not lead to any debate. 
I have examined the amendment of the Senator |; 


from California and it is perfectly satisfactory | 
to me, and I suppose to the reat of the mem- : 
bers of the Military Committee. :| 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- i| 
ator from Kansas withdraw his objection? The | 
Senator from Missouri states that the amend- ` 


ment is satisfactory to the committee. ji 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Let the amendment be |; 
i: 


t 
some time so to the Senator from Missouri, | 
who reported this bill. | 

The Secretary read the amendment to the |: 
amendment, which was in line seven of the : 
amendment, after the word ‘‘successors,”’ to ; 
strike out the following words: 


For the benefit of the persens who, if the said |: 
land had not been reserved for public use, would | 
have been entitled thereto under the ordinances of | 
the city of San Francisco, ratified by an act of the 
Legislature of the said State, approved on the Hth 
day of March, 1858, entitled * An act concerning the 
city of San Francisco, and to ratify and confirm cer- 
tain ordinances of thecommon council of said city.” 


And to insert in lieu thereof the following: | 


For the uses and purposes as follows: First, to 
reserve and set apart, if the said city sball so provide 
by ordinanee, passed within six months after the date 
of the passage of this act, as many lots of land, not 
more than one hundred and thirty-seven and one- 
half feet square each, nor exceeding in the aggregate 
a quantity of land equivalent tothe area of tour such 
lots, as may be necessary for sites for school-houses, | 
police stations, fire-engine houses, or any other pub- 
lic establishments necessary and proper for municipal 
purposes; or the same, or any part thereof, may be 
appropriated for a public square; but the city shall 
not take, for the sites of said public square or estab- 
lishments, more than one fifth part of the land pos- 
sessed as hereinafter provided by any one person. 
Such lots ofland so reserved and set apart may bein 
addition to thos already reserved and set apart with- 
in said military reservation by said city, under the 
ordinance known as the Van Ness ordinance, and 
certain otherordinance confirmatory thereof, andthe 
act of the Legislature of the State of California passed 
March 11, 1858, confirming said ordinances, which 
lots so reserved and set apartare hereby granted and 
confirmed to said city. Second, to maintain al! 


| said military reservation; or were deprive 
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streets and alleys as now laid out upon the official 
map of the city of San Francisco, Third, and then 
in trust to grant and convoy the remainder of raid 
lands to the parties severally who are at the date of 
the passago of this act in the actual dona fide posses- 
sion thereof by themselves or their tenants, and in 


such parcels as the same are so held and possessed | 


by them; or who, if they have not such possession, 
were deprived thereof by the United States military 
authorities when they went into the occupancy ct 
thereof 
by intruders or trespassers against whom possession 
may be recovered by legal process. 


the use and benefit of said city. 


Mr. HOWARD. That is a very long amend- ; 


ment to the bill. 


eration in the Military Committee for a con- 
siderable time, and we gave it as thorough 
examination as we could, and the result of our 
labors is before the Senate in the bill reported. 


I know so little about the effect of this amend- . 
I, 


ment that I feel a reluctance to vote for it. 
shall therefore be obliged to ask that the bill 
be passed over. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it go over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
passed over. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I am very sorry that the 
Senator should press that objection. This 


amendment really makes no material difference ` 
' in the bill as reported by the committee. 


Mr. HOWARD. That may be. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 


Michigan, the Senator from Vermont, and © 


others say that they desire time to consider it. 
Mr. CASSERLY. 
to examine it, of course I have no objection 


The bill will be 


` to its being passed over. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
passed over. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS ON MONDAY. 


Mr. ANTHONY. It will be remembered 


': that the order under which we are now acting 


was made applicable to to-day and Saturday; 
but we have dispatched so much business under 


it that having consulted my friend from Maine, | 
(Mr. MORRILL, ] who has properly the disposal : 
' of Monday, I move that the order under which 


we are now acting be continued for Monday. 
Mr. SUMNER. That is right. 
Mr. HOWE. Let it be until we get through 


‘| the Calendar. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I should prefer to con- 


| tinue it until we get through the Calendar. 


Several Senators. That is right. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. What is the 


Mr. ANTHONY. The motion is tbat the 


read. |; I 
Mr. CASSERLY. I wish to state that as a | "tion f 


matter of course I submitted the amendment ‘| Seder under which we are now acting be con- 


tinued every day until we have gone through 


© with the Calendar. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Commencing on Monday 


i where we leave off to-day. 


The VICE PRESIDE 


to go into executive session? The Senator 
from Indiana made such a motion to-day, and 
the Chair doubted whether he could consider it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I objected to it on the 


‘ground that many Senators were away; but || 
this is asked to be done by unanimous consent. | 
Is there objec- | 


. The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tion to the proposition of the Senator from 
Rhode Island? The Chair hears none, and it 
is so ordered. 


Mr. HOWARD. What is the order? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That this order ʻi 


shall continue at one o’clock every day until 
the Calendar shall be gone through with. 

Mr. HOWARD. Then I move that the Sen- 
ate adjourn. _. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let usadopt this order first. 

Mr. HOWARD. It has been adopted by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. MORTON. 
adjourn. 

Mr. SPENCER. I ask the Senator to with- 
draw that motion for a moment. I ask unani- 
mous consent.to.have a short executive ses- 


I move that the Senate 


| sion. 


Fourth, to have | 
and to hold all the residue, if any, of said lands, for 


I do not comprehend it. I | 
know that this matter was held under consid- - 


The bill will be 


If Senators desire time ` 


T. Is the Chair to : 
understand that that would rule out a motion |: 


April 22, 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That is impossible now. 

Mr. SPENCER. For the purpose of refer- 
ring some nominations that ought to be re- 
ferred. 

Mr. HOWARD. I withdraw my motion to 
` adjourn in order to enable Senators to take up 
the next bill on the Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Indiana has made the motion to adjourn. 
Does he yield to the Senator from Alabama? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

- The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
‘from Alabama asks that by unanimous consent 
there be an executive session to refer nomina- 


- tions. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I object. _ 
Mr. HARLAN. I ask the Senator from 


` Alabama if he will not permit one other bill 

. to be taken up? 

Mr. SPENCER. Certainly. 

Mr. HARLAN. It is the next but one on 
the Calendar. 

» Mr. POMEROY. That is for the relief of 


two orphan children, and it ought to be acted 


upon. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
‘| will report the next bill on the Calendar. 
PRESERVATION OF HARBORS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


i (S. No. 424) for the preservation of the har- 
: bors of the United States against encroach- 


"ment. 
Mr. SUMNER. I hope that will be acted 


upon. 
i Pur. CHANDLER. That is a very import- 
ant bill, and as all the bills of the Committee 
on Commerce have been passed over thus far 
I hope there will be no objection to that. 

Mr. HARLAN. [I object. 

Mr. SUMNER. You do not object to that? 


That is a good bill. 
Mr. HARLAN. Iam anziousto get to the 
next bill. . 


HELEN AND HELOISE LINCOLN. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
; joint resolution (S. R. No. 25) for the relief 
of Helen Lincoln and Heloise Lincoln, and 
for the withholding of moneys from tribes of 
': Indians holding American captives. 
-© Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think that had 

better lie over. 

Several Senators. No; no. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sena- 
tor from Maine insist on his objection? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No, sir; as Sen- 
| ators seem so desirous to act upon it. 
‘| Mr. FOWLER. I object. 
. Mr. CORBETT. I will state that the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs have prepared a sub- 
`! stitute for a similar House joint resolution. 
; The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee object? 
' Several Senators. No; no. 
; Mr. HOWARD. This is a simple duty to 
. humanity. It is one of the cruelest cases on 


j! record. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. Nobody ought to object. 
H 


Mr. FOWLER. I do not know that I should 
object if I knew the facts. Is there any report 
| accompanying the joint resolution ? 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. There appear to 
. be amendments, but no written report. The 
joint resolution will be read, and it will be 
open to objection at any time previous to final 
action. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator will see by 
the amendments reported that it is guarded. 

Mr. FOWLER. I withdraw my objection. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution. 
| _ The Committee on Indian Affairs reported 
ii the joint resolution with amendments. Phe 
first amendment was in section one, line five, 
| to strike out '‘ $5,000” and insert ‘ $2,500 ;”’ 
: so as to make the section read: 


| Thatthe Secretary of the Interioris hereby directed 
to reserve from any moneys due or to become due to 


- 1870. 
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said Kiowa Indians the suma of $2,500 for each one |; 
of said children, and invest thesame in United States |: 
securities, and use from timeto time the incomefrom |; 
the said securities in such manner ashe mav deem | 


expedient for their maintenance, education, and sup- 
port, during their lifetime, until they attain the age 
of twenty-one years, when the principal shall be 

aid them; and the elder of said children shail be 
Rereafter known as Helen Lincoln, and the younger 
as Heloise Lincoln. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in section two, | 
lines three and four, to strike out the words 
“be paid to the survivor,” and to insert the | 
words ‘‘ revert to the United States ;’’ and in 
lines eight and nine to strike out the words 
‘Sor as survivor, or in both rights; so that 
the section will read: 


Sec. 2. And beit further resolved, Thatif eithersaid - 
Helen Lincoln or said Heloise Lincoln should die 
without issue, the entire amount due the decedent 
shall revert to the United States, and should both 
die without issue, the whole sum shall revert to the 
United States; but if either said Helen Lincoln or — 
said Heloise Lincoln, or both, have lawful issue, then 
at the death of either parcnt the amount due to her 
in her own right shall become the inheritanceof her | 
issue. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section three, 
lines four and five, after the words ‘‘ United 
States’? to insert the words “until said cap- 
tives shall be surrendered to the lawful au- | 
thorities of the United States ;’’ so that the | 
section will read ; 

Src. 3. And be it further resolved, That the Secre- 
tary of the Interior be authorized and required to 
withhold from any tribe of Indians who may hold 
American captives any moneys due them from the 
United States, until said captives shall be surren- , 
dered to theiawful authorities of the United States. 


Tbe amendment was agreed to. 


_ The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate as amended, and the amendments were 
concurred in. 

Mr. CORBETT. The Committee on Indian |; 
Affairs reported the House resolution for the || 
relief of these children with a substitute con- ; 
taining these very amendments. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is 
informed by the Senator from Oregon who |! 
reported this joint resolution that the House || 
of Representatives have passed a resolution on | 
this subject, and if there be no objection it will | 
be substituted for the Senate resolution. The ʻi 
Secretary will report the House resolution, |, 
subject to objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. Isit identical? i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair can- | 
not state. It has just been placed in his hands. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it be reported. f 

Mr. CORBETT. It is similar in its pro- | 
visions to the Senate resolution. | 

The Secretary read the title of the House | 
joint resolution, as follows: ‘‘A joint resolu- | 
tion (H. R. No. 85) for the relief of Helen | 
Lincoln and Heloise Lincoln, and for the with- | 
holding of moneys from tribes of Indians hold- :| 
ing American captives.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the joint resolution, as now amended || 
by the Senate, will be considered as agreed to 
as an amendment to the House joint resolu- 
tion, and the House joint resolution will be 
‘sent back to the House in that condition. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us see what the | 
House resolution is. j 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary | 
will report the original House resolution. The |; 
committee propose to strike it out and insert | 
the Senate resolution. | 

Mr. CORBETT. Iwill state that the Senate | 
committee agreed to strike out theentire House || 
resolution and substitute the Senate resolution. 
The copy that I have sent up is identical with 
the Senate resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
House resolution as it is? li 
i Mr. EDMUNDS. Becauseitisnotin proper || 
orm. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Istheamountthe same? $ 

Mr. CORBETT. Yes, sir. Itis proposed 
to take up the House resolution and make to | 


i tion on the Calendar by being 


: chusetts wants. 


it the amendments that we have made in the 


: Senate resolution. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Why do you wish to 
amend the House resolution? 

Mr. CORBETT. Because it provides for 
an appropriation of $5,000. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then the amount is not 
the same. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


i 


t 


| Mr. EDMUNDS. 


i 


explain to the Senator from Illinois that the | 


Committee on Indian Affairs reported a Senate 
resolution. 


The House subsequently passed a © 


resolution on the subject and sent it here, and | 


the Committee on Indian Affairs have reported 
it back, and propose to amend it by incorpor- 
ating what they had incorporated in the Senate 
resolution. They now propose to take the text, 
as agreed to and amended by the Senate, as 
an amendment to the House resolution, and 
send it back to the Housein that shape. The 


House joint resolution No. 85, for the relief ': 
of Helen Lincoln and Heloise Lincoln, and ;: 


for the withholding of moneys from tribes of 


Indians holding American captives, will be | 


' considered as amended, to conform with the 
! Senate resolution, and read the third time; and 
: the question is on its passage. 


The joint resolution was passed. 
OBJECTIONS WITHDRAWN. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask my friend from 
Towa [Mr. Haran] to withdraw his objection 


to the bill preceding the one just passed, being |; 
the bill (S. No. 424) for the preservation of the | 


harbors of the United States against encroach- 
ment. 


Mr. HARLAN. I will do so in order that 


‘it may keep its place on the Calendar. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 


| Towa withdraws his objection to Senate bill No. 


; 424, and it will stand the first bill the |: 
EOS Be Sale oon Ga Mn im Mr. ORTH, from the Committee on Private 


I ask the Senator from | 


Calendar to be acted upon on Monday. 
Mr. FENTON. 


California [Mr. CoE] to withdraw his objec- 


: tion to Senate bill No. 84 so that it may retain 


its place on the Calendar. 
Mr. COLE. 
the Senator, so far as that one bill is concerned, 
but not the others. 
Mr. FENTON. That is all I ask. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It does not lose its posi- 
passed over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The object, how- 
ever, of the Senator from New York is that his 


bill shall be called up on Monday, when the | 
| Calendar will be resumed at the place where it |. 
now leaves off. The Secretary will report the || 


title of the bill the objection to which is with- 
drawn by the Senator from California. 

The Secretary. ‘A bill (S. No. 84) 
to carry into effect the decree of the district 
court of the United States for the southern 


district of New York in the case of the British |; 


steamer Labuan.” 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We cannot go away back 


i to that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT3The Senator from |: 


from Vermont objects to going back. 


Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator will not | 
Iam sure the Senator will withdraw | 


object, 
the objection. : l 
.Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, I withdraw it. 


Mr. FOWLER. I move that the Senate i: 


adjourn. 


Mr. SPENCER. I ask the Senator from j; 


Tennessee to withdraw that motion a moment 
to allow a short executive session, for the pur- 
pose of referring some nominations. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Vermont 
withdraws his objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Doesthe Senator 


; ; from Vermont withdraw his objection to Sen- 
Why not just pass the || 


ate bill No. 84? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir I withdraw my 
objection to anything the Senator from Massa- 
How can I avoid it? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the bill will 
remain on the Calendar, and will bethe first bill 


Mr. SUMNER. Why not pass it now? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Because the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee has moved that the Senate 
! do now adjourn, and the Senator from Alabama 
: is appealing to him to allow, by unanimous 
; consent, an executive session to refer nomina- 
| tions, Is there objection ? 
If it is the unanimous 
: understanding that the executive session is to 
be only for the purpose of referring nomina- 
tions Í do not object. 
Mr. SPENCER. Thatis all we want it for. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to that understanding? The Chair hears 
none, and the Senate will proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The doors were thereupon closed ; and after 
some time spent in the consideration of execu- 


tive business the doors were reopened, and 
: the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, April 22, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 


:, by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 


‘| The Journal of yesterday was read and 


: approved. 
| Mr. JUDD. I ask unanimous consent to 


i, introduce a bill for reference. 


I will do so at the request of |; 


Mr. ORTH. I call for the regular order 
of business, ; 
DUBUQUE, IOWA. 


order of business, to call the committees for 


| 
| The SPEAKER proceeded, as the regular 
| 
| 
| 
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March 8, 1887. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
` read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
| accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

' Mr. ORTH moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
i that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
| table. : 

! The latter motion was agreed to. 

| CHARLES PITCHER. 


Mr. ORTH, from the same committee, also 
reported back, with a recommendation that 
the same do pass, House bill No. 887, for the 
i relief of Charles Pitcher. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
i; be engrossed and read a third time. 

The preamble of the bill, which was read, 
' declares that, as shown by a duplicate certifi- 
_ cate issued by T. A. Walker, as register of the 
land office at Fort Des Moines, lowa, dated 
i; August 12, 1857, Charles Pitcher, now of Mar- 
; geil es, La Salle county, Illinois, deposited 
: with. said register bounty land warrant No. 
26904, for 120 acres, issued in favor of Nancy 
. Bishop, under act of March 8, 1855, and as- 
|; signed to said Charles Pitcher for location in 
: his name on the west half of the northwest 
: quarter and northwest quarter of southwest 
. quarter of. section six, township seventy-nine 


Pre of range thirty-two west, containing 


to be taken up when the Calendar is resumed. ii 183,45 acres, and also did pay to the receiver 


2908 


of public money for that district’ the sum. of 
$16 25 as an excess due on said location; and 
that said location was not made by suid regis- 
ter and duly reported to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office for patenting, and the 
greater portion of the tract above described 
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April 22, 


equired by the aforesaid act, the Secretary of 

the Interior shall cause to be issued to the 
| said Zachariah Pettijohn a patent for the said 
| land as in other cases. 


‘| The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 


' read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 


was subsequently entered by, and patented to, ` 


another person. 


The first section of the bill provides that the | 


said Charles Pitcher, his heirs or legal repre- 


sentatives, be, and they are hereby, authorized ` 
to enter, free of cost, at any of the United ` 


States district land offices, in one body, 120 . 


acres of public land, subject to entry at 
vate sale at $1 25 per acre, in lieu of and in 
satisfaction for said bounty land warrant No. 
25904 5 


ri- i 


this act shall be in full satisfaction of said 


warrant, which warrant, if in existence, is 


hereby declared invalid, and any entry or loca- _ 


tion of the same is interdicted by this act. 
h 


The second section provides t 


cause to be paid to the said Charles Pitcher, . 


at the Com- ` 
missioner of the General Land Office shall :; 


his heirs or legal representatives, in the usual | 


form for repayment of money paid for land : 


erroneously sold, the sum of $16 25 paid by 
him for the excess as above stated. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and |; 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 

accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. ORTH moved to reconsider the vote 

by which the bill was passed; and also moved 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


by which the bill was passed ; and also moved : 
‘that the motion to reconsider be laid. on the ` 
‘| suits shall be by petition in the nature of a bill 
© in equity, and shall be conducted and determ- 
" ined in all respects except as herein otherwise 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
RANCH DEL RIO GRANDE. 
Mr. KNOTT, from the Committee on Private 


' Land Claims, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1831) - 


provided that the entry authorized by p to confirm the title tothe Ranch del Rio Grande, 


sentatives of the original grantee thereof; which 
was read a first and second time. f 
' The question was upon ordering the bill to 


be engrossed and read a third time. 


. del Rio Grande,” to José Mirabal, Antonio 
Fernandez, Concepcion Romero, Bentura 


: Antonio Fresqui, José Antonio Gonzales, Maria 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the | 


table. 
` he latter motion was agreed to. ` 


VIGIL AND ST. VRAIN, NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. ORTH, from the same committee, re- 
ported back with an amendment House joint 
resolution No. 116, to construe an act entitled 
“An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to 
confirm certain private land claims in the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico.’”” . f 

"he joint resolution, which was reád, pro- 
vides that so much of the act approved February 
25, 1869, as requires that derivative claimants 
from Vigil and St. Vrain shall establish their 
claims to the satisfaction of the register and 
receiver of the proper land district within one 
year from the passage of said act, shall be so 
construed as to authorize the presentation of 
said derivative claims within one year from 
the approval of subdivisional surveys contem- 
plated by said act of February 25, 1869. 

The amendment reported by the committee 
was to add a section providing that all settlers 
entitled by said act to the rights of preémption 
or homestead shall have the further time of 
thirty days after notice in their favor of their 
respective claims to file their declaratory state- 
ments as preémptors, or to make entry under 
homestead laws, as they may select. 

The amendment. was agreed to. l 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 


engrossed and read a third time; and being | 


engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. . 

Mr. ORTH moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. ` 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ZACHARIAH PETTIJOHN. 

Mr. SWANN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported back, witha recom- 
mendation that the same do pass, House bill 
No. 771, for the relief of Zachariah Pettijohn. 

The question was upon ordering-the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third-time.. . 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
claim of Zachariah Pettijohn, made under the 
homestead act of May 20, 1862, to the north- 
- west quarter of section thirty, in township one 
hundred and seventeen, of range twenty-eight, 
in the district of lands subject to sale at Green- 
leaf, Minnesota, shall be, and is hereby, con- 
firmed; and that upon the completion of such 
claim -by payment of the final commissions 


‘Romero, and Catarina Romero, in common; ; 
that on the 20th of April, 1887, the title was ` 


, confirmed and recognized by the legally con- 
stituted authorities of the Government of 


` Mexico, to whom the Territory of New Mex- 


| 
| 


| 


‘ico then belonged; and that under the treaty 
i between Mexico and the United States, by 
| which the Territory of New Mexico was ceded 
| to the latter Government, the United States 
stipulated to guaranty to the inhabitants of 
| said Territory the property held-by them un- 
der the laws of their former Governments. 
The first section provides that the United 
States hereby confirms to the heirs ‘and legal 
| representatives of the aforesaid original grant- 


“ Ranch del Rio Grande,” to hold the same 
to them and their heirs and assigns under and 


from Spain. 
The second section 
tary of the Interior 8 


rovides that the Secre- 


ascertain and fix by actual survey the bound- 


of land as soon as practicable, and upon such 


the preamble of this act. « : 
Mr. PAINE. I would like to inquire how 
large a tract of land is affected by the bill. 
Mr. KNOTT. I am told by the Delegate 
from New Mexfco, [Mr. Cnavzs,] who is 
familiar with the matter, that the tract em- 
| braces eleven square leagues. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. f : 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION, ARKANSAS. 


Mr. KNOTT reported back from the Com- 


95) in relation to the Hot Springs reservation 
in Arkansas, with a substitute. 


was read. It provides in the first section that 
any person claiming title, either legal or equit- 


constituting what is known as the Hot Springs 
reservation, in Hot Springs county, in the State 
of Arkansas, may institute in the Court of 


The bill was read, the preamble of which : 
ʻi declares that on the 4th of February, 1795, ` 
the Government of Spain granted a certain |: 
tract of land situated in what is now the Terri- . 
: tory of New Mexico, and known as the ‘‘ Ranch .; 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 


Claims and prosecute to final judgment or de- 
cree against the United States any suit that 
may be necessary to settle and establish the 
same. But no suach suit isto be broughtat any 
time after the expiration of ninety days from 
the passage of this act; and all claims to any 


| part of the reservation upon which suit shall 
Mr. SWANN moved to reconsider the vote — 


not be brought under the provisions of this act 
within that time shall be forever barred. 
The second section provides that all such 


` provided, as nearly as may be according to the 
: rules and principles of equity practice and 
' jurisprudence in the courts of the United States, 


‘in New Mexico, to the heirs and legal repre- i any exceptional rule of practice prescribed in 


` any statute of the United States to the contrary 
notwithstanding. For the purposes of this act 
the Court of Claims is invested with such juris- 


. diction and powers usually exercised by courts 


Romero, Julian Romero, Mariano Romero, ; 


of equity as may be necessary to give full relief 
| in any suit which may be instituted under the 
provisions of this act. 

The third section provides that process in 
every suit authorized by this act shall be exe- 
cuted by the delivery of a true copy thereof to 
' the Attorney General, whose duty it shall be 

for and in behalf of the United States to answer 
the petition therein within thirty days after the 
` service of such process upon him, unless the 


' court shall, for good cause, grant further time 
for filing the same. 

The fourth section provides that all docu- 
ments and testimony touching the right of any 
party to the lands herein mentioned, or any 
i part thereof, taken in pursuance of the laws 
of the United States, by any officer thereof, on 
file inany Department may be used as evidence 
in any suit authorized by this act byany party, 
subject to objection by the other party for 
irrelevancy. 

The fifth section provides that if two or more 
parties claiming the same land under different 
rights shall institute separate suits under the 


ors the title to the tract of land known as the i| provisions of this act such suits are to be con- 
ž 1 


solidated and tried together, and the court is 


all direct the surveyor | . jian rEg 
general of said Territory of New Mexico to | final hearing of any cause provided for in this 


aries of said ‘‘ Ranch del Rio Grande” tract ' 


survey being returned to the Commissioner of | 
the General E oTe the patent for the . 
said tract of land shall be issued, in conformity | y7_- Or ; 
to the provisions of this act, t 5 the heirs and | United States until Congress shall by law direct 


legal representatives of the parties named in "i. to execute a sufficient bond, to be approved 


‘| by the court; conditioned for the faithful per- 


mittee on Private Land Claims the bill (S. No. | 
The substitute proposed by the committee | 


able, to any part of the four sections of land | 


| to determine the question of title, and grant all 


according to the terms of the original grant || proper relief as between the respective claim- 


ants, as well as between each of them and the 
| United States. ~ 
The sixth section provides that if upon the 


act the court shall find the equitable as well as 
! the legal title to any-of the lands in contro- 
_ versy therein to be in the United States it shall 
` order such lands into the possession of a re- 
| ceiver to be appointed by the court, who shall 
take charge of and rent out the same for the 


how the same shall be disposed of. The receiver 


formance of his duties; is to render a strict 
| account of the manner in which he discharges 


|! those duties, and of all moneys received by 


himas receiver, which account isto be approved 
| or rejected by the court according to law, as it 
may be found correct or not. He is to pay 
into the Treasury of the United States the 
moneys received by him, and is to have such 
reasonable compensation for his services as 
the court may allow. Incase of a failure of 
the receiver to discharge any duty devolved 
upon him the court is empowered to enforce 
the performance of the same by rule and attach- 


|| ment. Ifthe court shall be of opinion that any 
‘| claimant has a paramount equitable title to 


the whole or any part of the land, both as 
against the United States and other claimants, 
|! itis to decree and proceed by proper process 
to put such successful claimant in possession 
of such portion thereof as he may be found 
| entitled to. Upon the filing of a certified 
copy of such decree with the Secretary of the 
Interior he is to cause a patent to be issued 
|| to the party in whose favor such decree shall 
| be rendered for the lands therein adjudged to 
|| him. But either party may within ninety days 


1870, - 


after the rendition of any. final jadgment or 

decree in any suit authorized by this act carry 

the case by appeal to the Supreme Court of the || 
United States, which is vested with full juris- f 
diction to hearand determine the same on such — 
appeal. If the judgment or decree of the , 
Court of Claims in any such suit shall be | 
adverse to the United States the Attorney | 
General is to prosecute such appeal within the . 
time above prescribed; and the taking of an _ 
appeal from any such judgment or decree is to 

operate as a supersideas thereof until the final — 
hearing and judgment of the Supreme Court | 


thereon. F 7 i 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the | 


Senate bill for which this substitute has been | 


roposed. 
7 The Clerk read as follows: 


Bett enacted, £c., That in order to settle the title 
to and recover the possession of “the Hot Springs 
reservation,” in Hot Springs county, in the State of 
Arkansas, consisting of the south half of sections 
twenty-eight and twenty-nino and. all of sections 
thirty-two and thirty-three of township two south, 
in rango nineteen west, and north half of sections 
four and five of township three south, in tho range 
aforesaid—being in all four sections—it shall bo the 
duty of the Attorney General of the United States to 
institute or cause to be instituted, without unneces- 
sary delay, in the circuit court of the United States 
in and for the eastern district of said State, such 
action or actions at law, or suit or suits in equity, in 
the name of tho United States, as to him shall seem 
necessary or propor, against all or any person or 
persons in possession of or claiming title to the said 
reservation or every part thereof, and to prosecute 
such action or actions, suit or suits, to final judgment 
or decree in said court; and in his discretion to carry 
the same or any of them by appcal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. And in any such action 
or actions at law it shall be lawfal for any defendant 
to set up and maintain any defense he may havo, 
whether the same be legal or equitable; such equit- 
able defenso to bo made by special plea, to which 
plea the United States may demur or reply generally . 
or specially 
EC. 2. 
lawful for the Attorney General to employ such 
counsel to bring and prosecute said actions or suits 
as he may deem necessary, and to pay for thoir ser- | 
vices out of his contingent fund. 


The SPEAKER. The pending 
on the substitute reported by the 


queson is | 
ommittee 


on Private Land Claims, on which the gentle- |! 
| this certificate, to be surveyed in a square 


man from Kentucky is entitled to the floor. | 

Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Speaker, in order that | 
the House may act intelligently upon the meas- 
ure now proposed it is perhaps necessary that | 
I should make a brief statement of the facts 
which, in the opinion of the committee, render 
the passage of this bill necessary, By an act 
approved April 20, 1832, Congress directed 
that the Hot Springs of Arkansas, with the four 
contiguous sections, should be reserved for the 
future disposal of the Government. Under this 
law the following lands were marked as re- 
served: the south half of section twenty-eight, 
south half of section twenty-nine, and sections 
thirty-two and thirty-three, in township two 
south of range nineteen west, and the north 
half of section four and the north half of sec- 
tion five, in township three south of range | 
nineteen west. 

It appears, however, that there are several 
claimants to the lands including these springs, | 
each of whom claims to have complied with 
every requirement of law necessary to invest 
him with a perfect title thereto. Of these the 
frst in point of time are the heirs of John Per- 
cifull, who, as they claim, acquired a preémp- 
tion right to the lands in question under the 
provisions of the preémption act, approved 
April 12, 1814. Against their claim it may be 
urged that the land was owned and occupied 
by the Quapaw Indians until they ceded it by 
treaty to the United States on the 24th of 
August, 1818, which was confirmed. January 5, 
1819, and could not, therefore, be taken up by 
John Percifull under the act of 1814; and fur- 
thermore, that by the act of April 20, 1832, 
reserving these lands for the future disposal of 
the Government of the United States, his pre- 
emption claim was invalidated if it ever had a 
legal existence. But on the other hand they 
may contend that the act approved March 1, 
1843, entitled “‘An act to perfect. the titles to 
lands south of the Arkansas river, held under 


New Madrid locations and preémption rights. 
under the act of 1814,’’ not only virtually re- 
peals the act of reservation of April 20, 1832, 
so far as it interferes with Percifull’s right to a 
preémption, but validates and makes effectual | 
his preémption right, the title and occupancy į 
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of the Quapaw Indians to the contrary not- |! 


4 


withstanding. | . 4 
Now, it is very probable that the heirs of | 


' Percifull may never be able to establish the’ 


facts upon which they predicate their claim, ' 


and the committee did not deem it necessary -to | 
y i prior to the passage of this act, who is now in pos- 


inquire whether they could or not.. But, sir, 
granting that they may be able to do so, it is 


1 


obvious that there at once arises between them |, 
and the United States: the legal questions I: 


© have already suggested, and without attempt- 
ing to decide these questions one way or the 
. other, the committee were of opinion that they: : 


. were of sufficient importance to be submitted 


` to the judicial department of the Government. 


But, sir, there is still another and perhaps a 


‘more important, or at least a more valid 
i claim preferred to these lands, known among 


. Rector claim. 


i and, under the provisions of that act the re- 


‘And be it further enacted, That it shall be |! 


i; location certificate No. 467, for two, hundred | 
arpens, or one hundred and seventy and fifteen '' 


| as near the center of the survey as practicable; 


| dering valid all locations of New Madrid cer- 


those who are familiar with the subject as the. 
The. facts upon which that 
claim seems to rest appear to be these: by 
an act entitled “An act for the relief of the 
inhabitants of the late county of New Mad- 


earthquakes,’ approved February 17, 1814, ' 
Congress provided that persons who had so, 
suffered might locate upon the public domain | 
of the United States a like amount of land as 
they had lost by reason of the earthquakes; 


corder of land titles at St. Louis, Missouri, ji 


issued to Frangois Langlois, New Madrid | 


hundredths acres of land, on. the 26th day of : 
November, 1818. On the 27th of January, | 


| 1819, Hammond and Elias Rector applied to 


the surveyor general of the public lands of 
lilinois and Missouri for the entry or dona- | 


of the claimants, but merely to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that there are 
grave questions between them and the United 
States as to the title to these lands, and to sug- 
gest that they ought to be investigated and 
determined hy the judiciary of the country. 

Again, sir, there is still a third claim fully as 
meritorious perhgps as either of those I have 
mentioned, and that is what is known as the 
Belden claim. This claim arises under the act 
of May 29, 1830, which provides— 

“That every settler or occupant of the public lands 


session and cultivated any part thereof in the year 
1829, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to cnter 
with the registor of the land oflice for the district in 
which such lands may lie, by legal subdivisions. 
any number of acres not more than one hundred and 


' sixty, or a quarter section, to include his improve- 


ments, upon paying to the United States the then 


- minimum price of said land.” 


Belden, it is claimed, proved cultivation in 
1829, and possession in 1830, but could not en- 


. ter because the lands had not been surveyed. 


On the 20th of April, 1832, as I have already 
stated, these lands were reserved for the future 
disposal of the United States; but on the 14th 


of the following July an act was approved pro- 


viding—. 
“That all the occupants and settlers upon the pub- 
lic lands of the United States who are entitled to a 


stg od $ : . : preemption according to the provisions of the act of 
rid, in the Missouri Territory, who suffered by || 


Congress approved the 29th May, 1820, and who have 
not been, or shall not be, enabled to make proof and 
enter the same within the time limited in said actin 
consequence of the. public surveys not_having been 
made and returoed, or whero the land was not at- 
tached to any land district, &c., that said occupants 
shall be permitted to enter the said lands on the same 
conditions in every respect as are prescribed in said 
act, within ono year after the surveys are made,” &c.° 


Now, it is claimed that Belden’s heirs made 
the proof and tendered the money within the 
time limited by this act, and were not allowed 
to enter the lands simply because of the act 
of the 20th of April. So, sir, it is manifest 
that here is a new question springing up 


; between the Government and a new party 


tion of two hundred. arpens of land to satisfy | 


tract, the lines to correspond with the cardinal | 


: points, and to include the Hot Springs, so- 


called, upon the waters of the Wachita river, 
south of the-river Arkansas; the springs to be 


at the same time requesting an order of survey. 
On the 28th of February, 1838, a return of | 
this survey was made by John C. Hale, deputy 
surveyor, which seems to have been approved 
by the surveyor general on the 30th of April, ; 
1838, and includes a portion of the lands em- | 
braced in this Hot Springs reservation. On! 


the 22d of June following the surveyor gen- || 
l} 


eral transmitted the survey and with it patent | 
certificate No. 435, dated June 16, 1838, in: 
favor of François Langois; but inasmuch as | 
the survey did not exhibit the connections | 
with the contiguous public surveys, and as the | 


widow and heirs of John Percifull, claiming || 


the same, or a part of the same lands under 
Percifull’s preémption had filed a caveat, the 
patent was not issued. 
_ Nowy, sir, against this claim the same objec- 
tion may be urged asagainst that of Percifull’s 
heirs, that the lands were not subject to entry 
under a New Madrid certificate, and moreover | 
that the reservation act of April 20, 1832, de- | 
stroyed any inchoate right that those claiming | 
under Langloris may have acquired; but they 
can reply with more force than even Percifull’s 
heirs could, that the act of March 1, 1848, 
made their claim under this New Madrid loca- 
tion valid and effectual ; for it:will be observed 
that the act of 1832 simply reserves the lands 
for the future disposal of the Government, and | 
it may be reasonably contended that by ren- | 


tificates made south of the Arkansas river, the 
Government thus disposed af so mach of these 
lands as was embraced in a location previously 
made. It is not my purpose, however, sir, to 
express an. opinion either for or against either 


upon which legal minds may well differ; the 

uestion whether this latter act, by implica- 
tion, repeals the former; or construing them 
both together, does the Government, by pass- 


: ing the latter act, dispose of the reserved lands 
. to the preémptor who has proven cultivation 


' and occupancy, as required by law? 


I re- 


‘ peat, sir, that the committee have not under- 


'! taken to pass upon any of these questions 


either the one way or the other; but finding 
them to exist, they concurred with the Senate 
in the opinion that they ought to be submitted 
to the judiciary department of the Government 
for adjudication; for, sir, if the facts claimed 
by either party to be true do really exist, if 
either party has.complied with all the require- 
ments of law which are necessary to invest him 
with a perfect title, the Government, holding 
the naked legal title in itself, stands simply 
in the attitude of a trustee for the party in 
whom the equitable interest vests; and every 
principle of equity and justice demands that 
such party shall have the opportunity of as- 


; serting his right, and to have the title, legal as 


well as equitable, perfected in himself. 

The committee, however, differed with the 
Senate in the manner in which this should be 
done, and hence instructed me to report the 
substitute which has just been read. Those who 
have paid attention to the reading of the Sen- 
ate biil will have observed that it requires the 
Attorney General to institute proceedings in 
the cirenit court of the eastern district of Ark- 
ansas for the purpose of settling the question 
of title to these lands, but the substitute re- 
ported from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, on the contrary, authorizes those who 
assert claims thereto to institate such pro- 
ceedings themselves. One object of this change 
is that those who assert a right to this land, 
and to whose ‘benefit the proceedings would 
inure, shall be at the expense of asserting it 
themselves, not only upon that ground, but 
because it is more in consonance with the pre- 
eedents. : 

The Senate bill requires the Attorney Gen- 
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eral of the United States to bring suit. The 
substitute reported by the committee requires 
the proceedings to be instituted by the claim- 
ants and in the Court of Claims here in Wash- 
ington city. The reasons for this change are 
obvious. In the first place, by having the suit 
instituted here in this city of Washington we 
have the benefit of the immediate attention of 
the law officers of the Government, and the 
Attorney General himself can give it his per- 
sonal attention. 


the documentary evidence touching the claims | 


of the respective parties. 
Mr. BECK. 
question. 


of Claims these parties themselves can testify. 


Ought there not to be a feature in the bill that 


they shall not be allowed to testify in this case? | 


Mr. KNOTT. 


Tf the suit were brought in . 


any court of the United States they would have : 


the same right to testify that they would in the 
Court of Claims. 


If the suit were instituted ` 


in the circuit court of the United States for the : 


eastern districtof Arkansas, as the Senate bill 
provides, the parties would have the same right 


Mr. BECK. 
case in which it ought not to be permitted. 
Mr. KNOTT. 
allowed in any case to testify for himself is a 


Again, it will be convenient ‘| 
both for the Government and for the claimants | 
that the case shall be tried here, because inthe |: 
archives of the different Departments here is | 


I desire to ask my colleague a |, 
If the suit is brought in the Court | 
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either of the claimants shall consider himself 
aggrieved by the decree of the court he is 
authorized to appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, which is clothed with full 
power in the case. 


obligatory upon the Attorney General to take 


the case to the Supreme Court, in order thatit . 


may be finally determined by the highest judicial 
tribunal in the land. The committee are of 
the opinion thatthe substitute will insure ample 


protection to all the interests of the Govern- ' 


ment in the premises, every action authorized 


by it being under the immediate supervision — 


of the Attorney General himself, with immedi- 
ate and direct access to all the archives and 
documents bearing upon the case, with a super- 
visory trial by the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States. 


I will now yield to the gentleman from Indi- - 


ana [Mr. Jurian] for five minutes. 

Mr. JULIAN. 
tucky (Mr. Knorr] says that several contro- 
verted points arise between the United States 


and the claimants to the land included in this 


Hot Springs reservation ; and he further says 


that the Committee on Private Land Claims 
j | have not made a very thorough examination of 
to testify that they would in the Courtof Claims. ii 


It seems to me that this isa : 


Whether a party ought to be || 


matter of very great doubt to me; but inas- i; 
much as it is now generally the rule, I cannot ; 


‘see the propriety of making an exception in 
this case. 
Mr. BECK. This bill proposes to allow the 


I think you ought to put in a limitation that | 


the parties shail not testify in their own behalf. 

Mr. KNOTT. Now, having provided that 
the suit shall be brought here in the Court of 
Claims, the substitute further provides that the 
court shall be invested with the full powers of 
a court of equity, and that its proceedings shall 
in all respects, as near as may be, be in ac- 
cordance with the rules that prevail in equity 
proceedings in the other courts of the United 
States. . 

Mr. JULIAN. Ido not wish to interrupt 
the gentleman, but I wish to be heard briefly 


on this proposition if the gentleman will | 


allow me. 

Mr. KNOTT. Iwill yield to the gentleman 
ina short time. Having given to the Court 
of Claims full jurisdiction to hear and determ- 
ine the case, the committee deemed it advis- 
able further to provide, and they have so pro- 
vided in the substitute, that in case the equit- 
able as well as the legal title to the land shall 
be found to be in the United States the court 


may appoint a receiver to take charge of the | 


land until Congress shall decide how it shall 
be disposed of. 

It furthermore is provided that if there is 
more than one suit under different rights all 
the suits shall be consolidated ard tried to- 
gether, in order that not only shall all ques- 
tions between the United States and each of 
the claimants be settled, but that all questions 
between the respective claimants themselves. 
shall also be settled. The necessity for that 
arises from this fact: the great value of this 
reservation arises from the real or supposed 
sanatory character of the water of these springs, 
which occasions the resort of crowdsof people 
tothem. The title being in dispute, not only. 
between the claimants and the United States, 
but between the claimants themselves, no ade- 
quate improvements will be made for the ac-. 
commodation of visitors until the question of 
title shall have been determined. it is there- 
fore of the highest importance that this set- 
tlement should be had as speedily as possible, 
not only between the United States and the 
claimants, but between the claimants them- 
selves. And the court is therefore vested with 
full and plenary jurisdiction in the case. If 


these controverted points, but that they have 
gone far enough to see that legal doubts exist, 
and that the matter ought, therefore, to be 
referred to the judicial department of the Gov- 
ernment. Now, I would suggest and respect- 
fally submit that a thorough examination of 
these controverted points was the duty of the 
committee, since such thorough examination 
might have relieved the question from all doubt 


| and this House from any duty of legislative 
United States to be sued by these parties, and ‘| 


interposition inthe matter. I desire to say that 
some time ago I myself examined some of these 
questions, not, however, with any great partic- 
ularity, for the reason that I found the title of 
the United States to these lands was clear and 
unquestionable, and tbat it had been so ruled 
by the Land Department under two or three 
Administrations of this Government, the decis- 
sions being clear and unhesitating as to the title 
of the United States. 

Now, my objection to this bill is that it 


opens up to protracted litigation and contro- | 
versy the question of title between the United : 
States and these settlers upon this land, when | 
the title is in the United States and there is ' 
I am not willing | 
that the United States shall be quite sogenerous © 
as that, friendly as I am always toward actual 


nothing whatever to litigate. 


settlers. I would not be willing myself, having 
a clear title in fee to my own estate, to open up 


that title to litigation in the interest of any | 


parcel of fellows who might see fit to set up a 
claim toit. Itis not incumbent upon the United 
States to dq so. 
the Committee on the Public Lands, in the last 


Congress, having this matter properly referred | 
to them, came to the conclusion that the policy | 
proposed by this bill was wrong. They there- | 
fore introduced a bill for the sale of this Hot | 


Springs reservation, the title being fairly in 


the Government. AndifI can obtain the floor |: 


at the proper time I will move that this bill 
be referred to the Committee on the Public 


Lands, which already has the subject properly ` 


before it. I think this bill would have been sent 


to that committee if I had been here at the time `: 
the motion was made to refer it to the Com- ; 
mittee on: Private Land Claims. It belongs to | 
thé Committee on the Public Lands, inasmuch | 


as it involves the title of the United States to a 


very large tract of valuable land; and I hope | 


Will the | 
gentleman allaw me to ask how valuable this | 


the House will make that reference. 
- Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


land is? 


Mr. JULIAN, Iam notable to state now ` 


the value of this land in dollars; but I know 
thatit is exceedingly valuable. 1 believe it is 
rightfully the property of the United States, 


and that the farce of a litigation to determine | 


the title ought not to be authorized. 


And if the case shall be ~ 
decided against the United States, itis made © 


The gentleman from Ken- | 


And it was for this reason that - 


April 22, 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I am 
informed by the gentleman from Arkansas 
| [Mr. Rocers] that the land together with the 
i Springs is worth $1,000,000. 

Mr. ORTH. The testimony before the 
committee was that these lands are worth 
. $1,000, 000. 
Mr. JULIAN. The statement is that these 
© lands are worth $1,000,000. But whether 
. they be worth much or little is not the ques- 
tion before this House. I state it as a fact that 
the Interior Department during two or three 
Administrations has, upon a full examination 
of the whole case, embracing every claim of 
` private ownership, come to the conclusion that 
. the title is in the United States. I can see no 
- imaginable reason why we should propose to 
‘ open the doors of litigation to any claims upon 
that land. This is all I have to say. 
Mr. KNOTT. Iyield tothe gentleman from 
|! Indiana, (Mr. Onta,}] my colleague on the 


H 
| 


© committee. 

Mr. ORTH. Ihave for many years enter- 
tained avery profound respect for my colleague, 
(My. Jurian, ] the chairman of the Committee 
on the Public Lands. I know the ability with 
which he has discharged the duties devolving 
: upon him as chairman of that committee. | 

know that he has done his whole duty. I know 

that he has brought to the discharge of that 
' duty all his time and all hig talents (and they 
are great) for the investigation of these ques- 
‘tions. To sach an extent, Mr. Speaker, has 
' he dwelt upon these matters that he has come 
© to the conclusion that everything which has 
‘the word ‘‘land’’ in it is included naturally 
! within the jurisdiction of his committee. If 
| go, I submit to you and to this House that the 
| Committeeon Private Land Claims had better 
l 
| 
i 
| 
t 
| 


be abolished. This bill was referred by this 
House to the committee of which I have the 
honor to be a member. It was so referred 
because it naturally and legitimately comes 
within our jurisdiction. The express language 
of the rule constituting our committee pro- 
vides that all matters in which there isa ques- 
tion between the United States and a private 
l; individual with reference to the title to land 
shall be investigated by the Committee on Pri- 
» vate Land Claims. I hope that my honorable 
colleague will give to our committee the same 
consideration that we have given to his, espe- 
cially when I state that this question has been 
most thoroughly examined by our committee 
during the last two months. 

In the course of this investigation we have 
ascertained, as I informed the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] a few moments 
ago,that the lands in controversy here are worth 
at least $1,000,000. But the question of the 
' value of the land does not enter properly into 
the consideration of this bill. What we are 
; called upon to decide here is whether the Gov- 
; ernment of the United States is willing that 


į 


| this matter shall be passed upon by a court of 
| its own selection, right here in the city of 
| Washington, under the direction and absolute 
‘ control, so far as the interests of the United 
; States are concerned, of the Attorney General 
‘himself. There are, as has been stated by my 
‘ colleague on the committee, the gentleman 

from Kawai [Mr. Knorr, ] two sets of claim- 
ants for this land, the one known as the Beld- 
‘ing heirs, and the other as the Rector heirs, 
‘| both parties claiming under the preémption 
laws of the United States. I regretted to hear 
my colleague [Mr. Jutian] use this morning 
: the word ‘squatters’? with regard to these 
men, especially ia view of the past record of 
this meritorious class of our citizens who have 
gone to the frontier and availed themselves of 
i the privileges of the bountiful acts of Congress 
. in regard to acquiring title to public lands. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired. 


ORDER OF BUSINKSS. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I move that the House 
| proceed to business on the Speaker’s table. 


1870. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Irise for the purpose of | 
moving that the roles be suspended, and that | 
the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the special order. 

The SPEAKER. 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. ScHENcx] takes pre- 
cedence of that of the gentleman from Ilinois, 
[ Mr. Ixerrsort. ] 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to make an 
inquiry concerning the order of disposing of 
business on the Speaker's table. There is a 
misanderstanding in the minds of some gentle- 
men with regard to the matters which take pre- 
cedence in disposing of that business. I desire 
the Chair to explain, for instance, why the cen- 
sus bill, which was on the Speaker's table, was 
taken up the other day apparently out of its 
order, when a motion had been adopted to go 
to business on the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will answer the 
gentleman's inquiry. When a motion to goto 
business on the Speaker's table prevails, the 
first business in order is the disposal of exec- 
utive communications; the next business is to 
take up House bills which have been returned 
from the Senate with amendments. The cen- 
sus bill comes under the latter class. Tho next 
business in order is Senate bills; and the last 
is that class of bills the reading of which in an 
engrossed form has been called for upon third 
reading. The bill in which the gentleman from 
Illinois is interested is among these, and is 
therefore included in the last order of business 
that is reached. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I wish the Chair to 
state, if he can do so approximately, when that 
bill will be reached? 


The motion of the gen- ` 


The SPEAKER. That is outside of the ` 


domain of parliamentary inquiry ; and in ref- 
erence to that the gentleman from Illinois can 
make a guess quite as well as the Chair. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. The House understand- 
ing the relation of the business upon the Speak- 
er's table, I desire and hope the motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio will be voted down and 
we shall proceed to the consideration of the 
‘ynsiness upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I cannot hear what is 
going on. 

The SPEAKER. The disorder and noise 
in the Hall are so great that unless they shall 
cease the Chair will be compelled to ask those . 
who are upon the floor by the courtesy of the 
House to withdraw. 

Mr. COX. I hope that will not be enforced. 
The admonition of the Chair is sufficient. 

The SPEAKER. The calls from the floor 
have been so frequent to restore order that 
the Chair felt it to be his duty to admonish 
those who are upon the floor by the courtesy 
of the House. It is a gross abuse of the privi- 


lege accorded to them to be constantly engaged |; 


in loud conversation in the rear of members’ 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. JUDD. I ask unanimous consent to — 
introduce a bill. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Is there not a motion 
pending to go to business upon the Speaker's _ 

table? 

TheSPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman object? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I give notice that after 
my colleague’s bill is introduced I shall call for 
the regular order of business. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I call for 
the regular order of business. I give notice 
that if the motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the tariff 
bill be voted down, I shall move to go into 
committee on the Navy appropriation bill, with 
a preceding motion that all general debate on 
that bill shall be closed iu two hours after its 
consideration shall be resumed. We can, I 
think, finish the bill to-day. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I hope the whole time will 
not be exhausted in two speeches of an hour 
each, but that the two hours will be divided up 
into fifteen-minute speeches. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. If the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio is voted 
down I desire to bring forward the bill for the 
removal of political disabilities. A great many 
men are pressing upon Congress that the busi- 
ness of the reconstructed States is seriously . 
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TARIFF BILL, 
The House resolved itself into Committee 


; of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
WHEELER in the chair,) and resumed the con- 


interfered with from the want of a general dis- |. 


ability bill. Iam anxious to get it ont of the 


Way. 
‘fr. SCHENCK. I wish, pending the motion ee withdeawn, 


to go into Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union on the tariff bill, to move that the ; 
committee take a recess from half past four till ; 


half past seven. And as other gentlemen have 
been permitted to speak to the order of business, 
I wish to set myselfright. By the reported pro- 
ceedings this morning Í observe I am announced 
as being absent yesterday fromillness. Ido not 
wish to ed eae to have gone away under a false 
pretense. | was called upon early in the morn- 
ing by some of my own delegation, it being 
known that the Ohio Legislature were in town 
on a visit, who urged me to take a day’s rest, 
and although not being well, still intending to - 
come to the House and go on with the tariff bill 


j 


in order at the same time that I mightenablethe | 


Ohio delegation, as many as desired, to make 
au excursion to Mount Vernon, I felt as if I 


- had earned a day’s rest and yielded to their 


i ill but I would have been 
'; circumstances. Being refreshed by that visit, 
: Iam now prepared to go on to-day with the 


I was not very well, but not so 
ere under other 


solicitation. 


tariff bill, especially as it was conditioned if 
the Navy appropriation bill was not disposed 


, of yesterday it shouid give place to-day to the 


| precisely as the gentleman’s note informed 


seats. 
Mr. WOOD. Ihope tho Speaker will en- ` 


force the rule. Itis a great nuisance to have 
outsiders coming here and occupying the seats 
of members. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Ifthe members of the 
House will themselves keep order, then we 
shall have order. 


NAVAL RANK. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I ask unanimous consent 
for leave to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to report a bill for reference. 

There was no objection. 


Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee on ` 


Naval Affairs, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1882) | 
to regulate rank in the Navy of the United : 


States, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time, ordered to be 
printed, and recommitted. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was recommitted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


: ninety, noes not counted. 


; from half past four till half past seven. 


tariff bill. 
Mr. DAWES. What I stated yesterday was 


me. 
The question was put on Mr. SCHENCK’S 
motion that the rules be suspended and the 


House resolve itself into Committee of the | 


Whole on the tariff bill. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 


So the motion was agreed to. 


Before the result was announced, 
The SPEAKER said: The Chuir, before 


announcing the result of the division, will put | 


the question on the other motion instructing 
the Committee of the Whole to take a recess 


The motion was agreed to. 
The result was then announced as above re- | 
corded of the division on the motion that the | 


rules be suspended and the House resolve © 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 


T tariff bill, 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


granted to Mr. AxTELL until Wednesday of | 
next week. 


: scarcity of timber. 


sideration of the special order, being the bill 
(H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing laws relat- 
ing to the duty on imports, and for other pur- 


poses. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk wiil report 
the pending paragraph, us amended., 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On cast sorap iron of every desoription, $5 per ton; 
on wrought scrap iron of every description, $6 per 
ton: Provided, That nothing shall be deemed scrap 
iron except waste or refuse iron that has been in 
actual use and is fit only to be remanufactured. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. BUTLER) had moved to 
amend the paragraph by inserting the word 
or’ after the words ‘‘ refuse iron,” in tho 
three hundred and twenty-third line. On this, 
at the last sitting of the committee, a division 
by rising had been taken, no quorum voting, 
and tellers had been ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I ask 
leave to withdraw the amendment and to re- 
new it, so that I may have an opportunity of 
again explaining the effect it will have, which 
gentlemen may not readily understand without 
an explanation. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
only be withdrawn by unanimous consent. 
there objection ? 

There was no objection; and the amendment 


The amendment can 
Ts 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
the committee to understand the position of 
this question. I now move to insert the word 
‘t or” in the three handred and twenty-third 
line, after the word ‘‘iron,’’ and the word 
“t which ’’ after the word ‘‘that;’’ so that the 
proviso, as amended, will read: 

Provided, That nothing shall be deemed scrap iron 
except waste or refuse iron, or that which has been 
in actual use and is fit only to be remanufactured. 

The amendment is precisely the same as 
that which I formerly submitted. The proviso, 
as it now stands, cuts off all importation into 
this country of every possible kind of iron 
which is refuse iron, except old iron—that 
which has been worn out by use. The pieces 
of waste iron remaining from the manufacture 
of boilers, of pieces thrown out in punching 
rivet-holes, clippings, turnings, &c., are all 
brought in now ata low rate of duty, being 


' regarded as raw material, and are reforged, 


rerolled, or rehammered, as the case may be, 
and being generally charcoal iron, come in 
very conveniently for making steel tools. I 
hold that this is as much a raw material as 
any possible raw material can be; and as such 
it is of very great importance—many are not 
aware of how much importance. There is 


‘ more scrap iron imported into this country 


than there is of pig iron, because it is wanted 
for these purposes which I have indicated, the 


: charcoal iron being that which is wanted for 


the purpose of making steel. Bessemer steet 
is made of pig iron, but steel is made from 


; carbonated iron, and this charcoal iron, which 
` is the refuse of the rolling-mills, boiler-fac- 
tories, &c., of Europe, should be allowed to 


come in here asa raw material. If gentle- 
men are anxious to have cheap tools for agri- 
cultural, mechanical, or manufacturing pur- 
poses they want to have this brought in as 


i a raw material. There was no difficulty about 
: this matter as long as there was sulticient char- 


coal made in this country. But our forests are 
becoming exhausted, our supply of charcoal 
is becoming limited, and charcoal iron is but 
little manufactured, and can only be manufac- 
tured now at a very high price, because of the 
That being so, it is now 


: necessary to have this raw material brought 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was | 


here from abroad. I do not desire to argue 
the question any further, but simply state it to 


: the committee. Every man who wants cheap 
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tools will vote for thisamendment. Every one 
who thinks that the tool-makers of Europe 
should be protected to the disadvantage of this | 
country will vote against it. i i 
Mr. SCHENCK. This isa question entirely © 
disconnected with therate of daty to be imposed || 
on scrap iron. Whatever that duty may bethe | 
House will perceive the importance of having 
some definition which shail indicate clearly. 
what constitutes scrap iron, and the gentle- 
man’s amendment is one which interferes with 
the definition as contained in the proviso re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means. . 
We have defined ‘‘scrapiron’’ to be nothing 
except ‘‘ waste.or refuse iron that hag been in | 
actual use and is fit only to be remanufac- | 
tured,” and of course we had án object-in that 
definition, A very large proportion of the old 
iron brought in as scrap iron is in the form of © 
rails that have been used on railwaysin foreign 
countries. Under our definition all that kind 
comes in beeause having actually been used for 
railway purposes. The iron could be rerolled 
and converted into rails again or into any other 
form, and would have the advantage of com- 
ing in under the low duty. But the gentleman 
from Massachusetts {Mr. Buties) proposes 
an amendment which opens the door, not for 
railway iron, which can come in under the pro- . 
vision of the committee, but foranotherelassof : 
what he would choose in that case to define as | 
refuse or scrap iron; that is, that instead of its 
being confined to refuse iron that has been in 
actual use it may be all kinds; waste or refuse 
iron, as one class, and all that has been in 
actual use as another, by disconnecting the two 
and putting the word ‘‘or’’ in, and making two 
classes. Now, then, if everything called refuse 
or scrap iron, which has not been used may . 
come in, what will be the consequence ? Pre- : 
cisely that which the committee have sought |! 
to guard against. Among other matters of | 
information brought to the attention of the : 
committee was this: that a practice has grown || 
up under this low duty placed upon serap iron |, 
ot bringing in pieces of new iron of the best | 
| 


kind for various purposes, either cut up to order | 
or else having been cut in the course of manu- || 
facture, and introduced in order to use it over |. 
ain in this: country for various fine purposes. | 
Mr. WOOD. Will the gentleman allow me : 
to ask him a question? . i: 
Mr. SCHENCK. Certainly. {I 
Mr. WOOD. I would ask him whether it |; 
is not competent for the custom-house officials || 
to reject as scrap iron the new article? Your || 
definition of scrap iron is iron that has been | 
used. Can there be any such evasions of law | 
if the custom-house officials do their duty in | 
rejecting the pew article? f 
Mr. SCHENCK. There will be no such | 
evasions of law unless we have dishonest cus- | 
tom-house officers, in case the provision of, |: 
the Committee of Ways and Means prevails; 
but in case the amendment of the gentleman | 
from Massachusetts (Mr. BurLER] shall pre- | 
vail, then the door will be wide open for intro- | 
ducing all forms and sorts of new iron, either | 
cut up purposely to be brought in in that way, 
or else found in that condition, but brought in |! 
under this low duty to be used over again in | 
this country. In order to guard against that | 
we have not only in this paragraph ‘provided | 
that that only shall be called sorap iron which./' 
is waste or refuse that has been in actual use, <: 
but we have taken care in the next paragraph |: 
to exclude the conclusion that these ends, | 
clippings, and punchings of new iron may be: 
brought in except at the rate charged for iron | 
in slabs and blooms. And the reason for that... 
is just this: if you throw open the door and let | 
in pieces of new iron, which the gentleman | 
himself admits may be converted into steel if 
very readily, and may be used for the manu- 
facture of tools and for other smaller and finer. 
purposes—if you do that, and among them | 
include clippings and punchings, you will have 
clippings and punchings. brought in in every 


' that has been recently imported into the city 


i to the matter. 


|! And I trust this committee will be cofisistent 
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form. It isnot merely.the punachings, in order 
to make rivets in boiler-plates that will be | 
brought in, but you will have punchings cut | 
into all sorts of shapes ready to be used. i 
[Here the hammer fell.] = * i 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to | 
amend by inserting the word “which” after 
the word “‘that.’? Mr. Chairman, the change : 
proposed by this amendment in the tariff on | 
iron, as reported bythe Committee of Ways and 
Means, is of a great deal more importance than 
the word ‘‘or’? would seem to indicate. The 
duty on iron ends, clippings, and punchings is 
now less than three eighths of a cent per pound. 


By the arrangement proposed by the Commit- _ 


tee of Ways and Means the duty is increased - 
to one cent per pound, by a new classification . 
merely, without any apparent change at all in 
the present law. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means [Mr. Scneycr] 
justifies this proposed increase of duty by the 
argument which gentlemen have heard. And 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cake] | 
the other day endeavored to maintain that posi- 
tion by a citation of the large amount of iron 


of Philadelphia. Pennsylvania, therefore, at- 

tacks us in two ways: first, by a new classifi- . 
cation, increasing the duty, and next by an i 
argument founded upon this increased import- 
ation of ironinto Philadelphia. And why was 
that increased importation of iron into Phila- | 
delphia? I call the attention of the Committee | 
The moment. a new classifi- ; 
cation was reported by the Committee of Ways | 
and Means it wastelegraphed to the other side, ° 
and orders went over from Pennsylvania for a 
large amount of iron, and especially for oldused- | 
up railroad iron, to be rerolled in the Cambria 
and other iron works of Pennsylvania. And the | 


used as an argument here by the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania to show that frauds are be- 


ing committed by the importation of extra rail- | 
‘| diversified as to bind her in interest to every 


road ironinto Philadelphia. Sir, the country | 
needs more railroad iron than Pennsylvania or | 
the rolling- mills of this country can now make. | 
The demand for it is greater than the power. to 
manufacture it. 


and not that which is proposed here.’ 4 
Mr. CAKE. Will the gentleman yield to ' 
me for a question? 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Not now. 
Mr. CAKE. Justa question. i 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Notnow, I_ 
say. 
frou Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] to insert 
the little word ‘‘ or”. will prevail. 
greatest importance to all the railroad-makers 
of the whole West; and it is of the greatest 
importance to .the iron-workers of the East 
and of the whole Atlantic slope. It isa word, 
full of meaning. It is one of the most import- 
ant amendments which have been proposed to 
this bill. B 
adopted, scrap cast iron will stand at $5 per: 
ton, and scrap wrought iron at $6 per ton, or ; 
a dollar more than the duty ‘upon pig iron, as | 
agreed to by this Committee of the Whole. | 


in its course and insert this word ‘‘or,’* as 
proposed by the gentleman from Massachu- : 
setts. E 

[Here the hammer fell. 


Mr. KELLEY. I desire to reiterate, as 


nearly as I can, what I said at the close of the 

debate on this subject the other evening, that ; 
there never was a monosyllable used in a way | 
to'dó more hart than’ this little one of two | 


letters which the gentleman from: Massachu- `: 


setts [Mr. BUTLER] has moved to insert in this `: 
paragraph. The gentleman from New York | 
[Mr. Brooxs] and a great many others seem | 


to have Pennsylvania on the brain; to be crazy || 


on the subject of Pennsylvania, Now, her in- | 
terests.are not specially involved in this mat- | 
ter. The gentleman from Massachusetts by | 


i! Union save, the cotton. States. 


I trust that the motion of the gentleman :: 


It is of the | 


By an amendment which has been .. 


his amendment, and the gentleman from New 

York by his advocacy of it, do not propose to 

touch the duty on rails; and yet the gentleman 
| from New York says itis a Pennsylvania move- 
| ment because the Cambria Iron Company reroll 
oldrails. ‘With or without thisamendment the 
: law touching rails will stand precisely as it does 

now. Sir, itis a question of revenue. If this 

amendment shall be adopted, then iron that 

would pay 1 cent, or 1} cent, or 1} cent per 
' pound in the bar will be punched into forms 
and cut into shapes, become more advanced 
than the bar iron; and yet it will come in at 
the same rate of duty as old scrap iron will 
come in. 

Now, how largely that will operate upon the 
revenue we have evidence from the returns of 
the last three years. In 1867 the Government 
derived a revenue of $585,000 from the duty 
on this article; in 1868 a revenue of $640,000, 
‘and in 1869 a revenue of $1,115,000. Why 

should bar iron be imported and pay its duty? 
Why should not more labor be expended upon 
it in punching and cutting it into forms when 
by so doing it comes in as scrap iron under 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 
: chusetts, [Mr. BorLer?] It is a fraud on the 
revenue to the amount of nearly a quarter of 
a million dollars annually, It is at the same 
time a blow at the industry of the country. I 
i say that in statesmanship no monosyllable of 
two leiters was ever made to play a more dan- 
gerous and damaging part than will this word 
“or” if the amendment of thegentleman from 
Massachusetts be adopted. 1 reiterate that 
Pennsylvania hag no special interest in this 
, question. As I have already suggested in gen- 
| eral debate, you cannot strike the industries 
| of Pennsylvania without inflicting, a blow at 
| 


C $ li the same time upon Maryland, Virginia, Ken- 
fact that these iron rails are thus imported is | 


tucky, Tennessee, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
| all the New England States—every State in the 
The indus- 
tries of, Pennsylvania are so developed and 


State in.the Union. When the gentleman 
howls at Pennsylvania he. does but curse West 


| Virginia and the other iron-producing States, 
Hence the necessity that the `: 
old classification should be allowed to stand, -: 

i Logan] does me the honor to listen to me; . 


including nearly every State in the Union. 
I see that the gentleman from Ilinois [Mr. 


_and I tell him that the three southernmost tiers 
' of counties in Illinois are richer in iron and 


C: coal and the fluxes for smelting them than any 


similar number of contiguous counties in. Penn- 
sylvania. When I ask that this fraud on the 
revenue and the industries of the country be 
, averted by adopting the report of the commit- 
tee I do but plead for southern Illinois, and for 
Clay and other coal-bearing and iron-bearing 
counties of the State of Indiana. We are ali 
interested in the development of iron. The 
gentleman from New York [ Mr. Brooxs] tells 
"us that we do not produce so much as we need. 


Can he tell us that we havenotthe material from 


which to produce it? It underlies all our land ; 
and the simple question is whether when we 
| are entering upon an age when iron and steel 


| are to be the materials tor the construction of 


our vessels of war, as well as the projectiles, 
-we shall develop our own resources or rely 


| upon our great maritime foe for the material 


for the construction of vessels of warand their 


< armament and projectiles. . 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I withdraw 
' the amendment. : 

Mr. JUDD. I move to amend by striking 
out the amendment of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachasetts [Mr. Burter| and inserting what 
| I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


| Ine three hundred and twenty-three, after the 
| word “that,” strike out the word * which” and 
| insert the following: 

That from and after the Ist 0 
duties levied upon the articles in this section named, 
imported from foreign countries, shall be reduce 
as follows: on syrup of cane juice or melada; on 
| molasses from sugar cane—— 


day of July next the 


1870. 


that this amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that this is offered asa substitute forthe pend- 
ing paragraph. 

Mr. JUDD. That is the object. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that 
the amendment is not germane. The pending 
paragraph relates to scrap iron. 


Mr. JUDD. My amendment embracesiron. - 


I hope the Chair will allow it to be read sothat o aaco. cleats, aid. EAMT banks and bankers, aco” | 


he can decide upon its relevancy. 
The CHAIRMA 


to the pending proposition. 


Mr. JUDD. The Chair will allow me to | 


i 
suggest, with all courtesy, that my amendment | reserved until the committee has finished the | 
covers the very subject now under discussion— '| consideration of the paragraphs in relation to | 


scrap iron. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must judge 
of the amendment as read. 

Mr. JUDD. If the entire amendment be 
read I think its relevancy will be apparent. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will inform 


the gentleman from Illinois that he may, if he |: 


pleases, offer this asa substitute for the entire 
bill, but not for the pending paragraph. If 
he should offer it as a substitute for the entire 
bill it will lie over till the bill has been gone 
through with, when the question will be taken 
upon substituting it. : 

Mr. JUDD. I suppose that a member 
offering an amendment is entitled to have it 


read. 
The CHAIRMAN. If the amendment is 
offered as a substitute for the pending para- 


graph, enough has been read to show that itis || 
f 


not germane, 
Mr. JUDD. Then I will offer it as a sub- 
stitute for the entire section. 
Mr. SCHENCK. It will be time enough to 
do that when we get through with the bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that | 
the amendment is not germane as a substitute |: 


for the pending section or paragraph. 


Mr. JUDD. The Chair will allow me to | 
suggest that this is the first instance within | 


my knowledge in which an amendment when 
offered has not been allowed to be read before 
the determination of the question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. So much of the amend- 
ment has been read as to show that it is not 
germane to the pending paragraph. 

Mr. JUDD. I propose to offer the amend- 
ment as a substitute for the entire bill. _ 

Mr. SCHENCK. I raise the question of 
order that a substitute for the bill cannot be 
offered at this stage when we are in the midst 
of the bill, but must be offered when the bill 
has been gone through with. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that || 


this substitute may be received now, but can- 
not be acted upon in any way until the consid- 
eration of the bill by paragraphs shall have 


been concluded. This the Chair understands |) 


to be in accordance with the rule of the House. 


Mr. RANDALL. I rise to another point || 


of order. That it is not in order to move to 
strike out what the committee have inserted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 
well taken. 
any such proposition. 
substitute pr osed by the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Jupp.] The Chair will hear no 
question of order until it has beén read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


That from and after the Ist day of July next, the. 


datieslevied upon the articles in this section named, 
imported from foreign countries, shail be reduced, 
as follows: po te 

On sirup of cane juice or melada, on molasses from 
sugar-cane and- on all sugars, on salt, on coal, and 
upon pig andscrap iron, 333 per cent., or a reduction 
of one third of existing duties. 

On coffee, on tea, and on all manufactures of iron 
except railroad iron, 20 per cent., or a reduction of 
one fifth the present rates: Provided, That no man- 
ufactures of iron shall pay a lessrate of duty than 35 
per cent. ad valorem, 

On all manufactures of wool, or manufactures of 
which woot is a component material of chief value, 
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N. The Chair holds that | 
the point of order is well taken. The amend- |; 
ment so far as it has been read is not germane |, 


The Chair is not aware there is |! 
The Clerk will read the: 


and off all manufactures of cotton, and on railroad 
iron, 10 per cent.: idel, That no manufactures 
of woolen or cotton shall pay a less rate of duty than 
35 per cent. ad valorem. 

ec. 2. Taxesimposed 


hereafter to be levied on incomes to 3 per cent. on 
| all incomes in excess of $2,500; all taxes on gross 


|: receipts, and all special taxes and taxes on sales, | 
+ except special: taxcs imposed upon distillers, recti- | 


fiers, compounders of liquors, wholesale and retail 
liquor dealers, brewers, manufacturers and dealersin 


: hereby repealed: Provided, That all assessments 
| made prior to the taking effect of this act shall bo 
collected and paid as now required by law. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I tise to another point of 
| order, that amendments to the internal revenue 
| taxes are not in order to a tariff bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The substitute will be 


‘| dutiable articles. 

‘| Mr. SCHENCK. I ask that my 
' order shall also be reserved. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The point of order will 
‘| be reserved until that time. 

iO Mr. CAKE. I wish tomove an amendment. 


! an amendment is now in order. 


viso in the three hundred and twenty-fourth 
line, after the word ‘‘remanufactured,’’ to add 
the following: ‘‘and in addition to the @uty 
imposed on all manner of scrap iron 10 per 
| cent. ad valorem. 
| ‘The CHAIRMAN. This amendmentis not 
| germane to the pending amendment. - — 
: The question then recurred on fhe amend- 
|: ment of Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


ayes 88, noes 62; no quorum voting. 


i| The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 


ıı tellers; and appointed Mr. Butter of Massa- 
| chusetts, and Mr. Cage. 

: The committee again divided; an 
|! reported—ayes 54, noes 68. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


' SCoFIELD having taken the chair as Speaker 


|! fying the House that that body had passed joint 
|; resolutions of the following titles ; in which he 
: was directed to request the concurrence of the 
ii House: i , , 
A joint resolution. (S. R. No. 121). author- 
izing the Northern Pacific Railroad Company 
to issue its bonds for the construction of its 


for other purposes; and 

' A joint resolution (S. R. No. 159) author- 
izing the Postmaster General to prescribe an 
earlier time for the execution of contracts by 
accepted bidders, and for other purposes. 


TARIFF. 


The committee then resumed its session. 
Mr. CAKE. 


valorem.” 


pay a little more duty than the true scrap iton 
of commerce. I cannot believe that Congress 
is willing to perpetuates fraud that has worked 
its way into our tariff laws andis growing into 


been so fully exposed. The gentleman from 


admitted as scrap, reaches Philadelphia. 
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| 
Mr. MAYNARD. [raise the point of order 


under existing internal rev- | 
enue laws are hereby modified and repealed, as fol- | 
lows: The laws now in force imposing taxes on in- | 
comes are hereby so amended as to reduce the rate | 


point of | 


The CHAIRMAN. Onlyan amendment to ; 
t 
| Mr. CAKE. I move at the end of the pro- |; z 


The committee divided; and there were— 
| 


d the tellers i 


The committee informally rose, and Mr. : 


| pro tempore, a message was received from the - 
! Senate by Mr. Hamuin, one of its clerks, noti- ; 


road and to secure the same by mortgages, and |: 


I move at the end of line three |, 
' hundred and twenty-four to add the following | 
‘words: ‘And in addition to'the duty imposed |, 
on all manner of scrap iron 10'per cent. ad |: 
Mr. Chairman, this amendment | 
| will compel that class of iron fraudulently’) 
designated as scrap, and which is worth in the || 
market nearly twice as much as pig iron, to . 


the most demoralizing proportions after it has 


Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] unfairly stated, !' 
when discussing this matter on Tuesday night, |: 
| that evidences of this fraud only came from a |: 
port in Pennsylvania, and would not yield at | 
the time to permit me to then state that but a ` 
small portion of the heavy arrivals of the best - 
quality of iron, invoiced as scrap and by law | 
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Now, the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Brooxs] has stated that when this new tariff 
schedule was reported to the country these 
Pennsylvanians hurried off their telegrams with 
more orders, that it might come into Phila- 
delphia while the duty remains at $8; thus 
|| paying more by $2 a toh than they may hope 
| to getitin at after the new bill passes. If true, 
this statement only goes to prove that these 
Pennsylvania gentlemen wish to pay the Gov- 
ernment something like a fair amount for the 
: importation of that class of iron. It can be 
' shown, and it. cannot be successfully denied, 
that paying a duty of only $8 a ton in gold, the 

importations of this kind of serap iron, fully as 
- valuable as blooms that pay 1 cent a pound, is 
rapidly increasing. The records of all your 
‘ custom-houses will show this. For the fiscal 
yearending June 30, 1869, with gold averaging 
over 40 per cent. premium, we imported over 
180,000 tons. During the next succeeding 
five months, ending November 30, 1869, we 
imported nearly 70,000 tons, and now it is 
` estimated that we are importing 1,000 tons a 
day of this iron. Instead of raising the rate to 
that of blooms, with which it ranks in point of 
real value, it is proposed to reduce the duty 


The kind of serap iron used in the factory in 
| the first district of Connecticut is still more val- 
| uable. [have been much instructed by the pro- 
| prietor, who wishes to have his stock duty free; 
' he uses nothing but scrap. Upon new iron of 
| the grades he works up the duty would be from 
| $25 to $30 per ton. Like everybody else the 
| longer a member of Congress lives the more he 
| finds ont; and my theory in relation to this fac- 
tory leads me to suggest that Secretaty Boutwell 
would do well to send one of his sharp-1osed 
young men to lookitup. It smells like wooden 
nutmegs. 

Sir, to work a ton of pig iron into the ad- 
vanced condition of blooms or wrought iron 
scrap, such as old rails or other plain forms of 
somewhat finer iron, costs about $14 a ton in 

.. this ¢ountry in favorable localities. Iam told 
. it costs from $4 to $5 only in England. The 
reason for this is to be found in the fact that 
to produce the coal to heat the iron the Amer- 
ican miner gets as much wages for one day’s 
work as the English miner does for five, and 
the American puddler gets as much wages for 
. one day’s work as the English puddler does for 
four. lt is thus apparent that to reduce the duty 
; on scrap, with gold’ at par, will start every far- 
nate‘and rolling-mill in England, and the most 
| profitable form for them to put their product 
|, inis the kind of scrap iron we are tatking about. 
They need not ‘be particular as to its quality, 
for, in order to‘ evade the proviso that it shall 
not be fit for use without reworking, a slight 
twist or bend'can‘be imparted while hot, when 
a little rusted’ it is just the article for the 
American’ markét, allowed td come into our 
fount, as it is now proposed, almost duty 
ree. 

The employment of labor in this country or 
in England is the problem. Here the laborer 
receives four or five times‘as mhuch for his day’s 
work ashe does over there. In this country 
he consumes only American wheat and Ameri- 
can meat. Our farmers have Him to feed with- 
out fear of competition from the European 
continent, and here he can and does eat wheat 
and meat three times a day, if steadily em- 
| ployed, besides taking sugar with his coffee and 
l! coffee with his sugar as often. Over there he 
|: cannot afford, though he be employed three 
_ hundred days in the year, to eat as good food 

or as much of it as he can here. Therefore, 
we had'better let him do the work here, even 
if we only esteem him as a market for our pro- 
duce. Here his wages warrant him in consum- 
ing more of everything than he dare hope to do 
over there, and here we have a monopoly of 
him as a consumer that we never did nor never 
will have over there. Here the money we pay 
him is kept among us; that which we pay him 
, over there is lost to the country forever. 


i 


i 


i 
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If members of Congress want to assist the 
workingman of our country, let them legislate 
so as to give him plenty of work at good wages. 
Give him employment, and cease talking about 
taxing him. He will cheerfully pay whatever 
taxes he may be called upon to pay if work is 
plenty. Yes, sir; the question is reduced to the 
simple one of the employment of labor at four 
or five times the wages in this country that are 
paid in England, the difference being covered 
by admitting a foreign article at a rate of duty 
preposterously out of proportion to its value 
as compared with other and competing manu- 
factures ; for, sir, ridiculous as it may appear, 


we are putting a premium upon the manufac- |: 


ture of scrap iron for our market, of which our 


kind English neighbors, availing themselves of | 


the low prices they pay their workmen as com- | 


pared with our rates, are not by any means 
slow to take advantage. And now, gentlemen 
of Massachusetts and Connecticut, I have done. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to oppose the 
amendment, but I shall not occupy time in 
addressing the committee. I call for a vote. 


The question being put on Mr. Caxs’s | 


amendment, it was not agreed to. 


division. 
that members may be brought in. 

The CHAIRMAN. A call of the House 
cannot be ordered by the Committee of the 
Whole. The question was put, and the amend- 
ment was declared to be rejected. 

The Clerk read the next paragraph, as fol- 
lows: 

On all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms, 
including ends, clippings, and punchings of new 
iron, less finished than bars and more advanced 
than pig iron, except castings, 1 cent per pound. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
strike out, in the three hundred and twenty- 
sixth line, the words ‘‘including ends, clip- 
pings, and punchings of new iron.” Mr. 


Chairman, I desire to call the attention of the | 


committee. to this~fact, that the duty on ends, 
clippings, and punchings of new iron is now 
less than three eighths of a cent per pound. 
This paragraph raises the duty to 1 cent per 
pound. Ifthe committee means to make this 
increase of duty on this class of iron it will 
vote against my amendment. If it does not, 
the committee will vote for it. 

‘Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, it is simply 
the old question over again. Ends, clippings, 
and punchings are the new iron prepared for 
use, sprinkled with salt, and brought in as old 
scrap iron ; bars cut to the precise length<for 
being tied together and rolled and punched out 
in the form in which they are to be used. 
They pay now three eighths of a cent per 
pound. They would pay 1 cent if they came 
in in the whole bar, less advanced than they 
are as ‘‘ends, clippings, and punchings.’’ We 
do not propose to put an additional duty on 
them, by reason of the fact that they are thus 
advanced, but to allow them to come in as if 
they were still bar iron, at the duty put upon 
bar iron. This is again an attempt, by strik- 
ing out these words, to do what the word ‘or’? 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Borer] would have done, namely, to enable 


those who want to defraud the Government to | 


do it under the cover of this law; to enable 
those who want to strike down the charcoal- . 
iron interests of this country to do it under the 
cover of law. 

Mr. LYNCH. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a question? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes; for a question. ; 

Mr. LYNCH. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania if this is not an actual ad- 


vance of duty on this particular quality of iron | 


of nearly 200 per cent. over and above the 
present tariff? 

Mr. KELLEY. I answer, it is not, on that 
quality of iron. It simply brings that quality 


of iron to the duty it should have paid. As I |, 


was explaining, they take a bar on the other 
side which would pay 1 cent and cut it to the 
size in which it is wanted for use, which would. 


i one, by reason of being more advanced, ends, 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I call for a ` 
I wish to have a call of the House, | 


` ting, and prepared for heating and rolling. 
;, They are also the bars punched into particular ` 
i: forms, and therefore advanced, while the bloom, 
i the slab, or loop, or other form may be less | 
‘advanced. The committee in order to protect 
: the revenue have inserted with them as under 


ji of the country, or honestly and fairly to collect 


| reported it. 


‘ clippings, and punchings. 


| the invoices, and it is in the invoices where the 
| frauds will be committed. 


: officers can see to that. 
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be done by American labor if the law stood as 
the bill now provides, and then get it admitted 
at a lower rate of duty. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I call the gentle- | 
man’s attention to the words ‘‘less finished j 
than bars.” i! 

Mr. KELLEY. Thewords ofthe paragraph .. 
are ‘fon all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or 
other forms, including ends, clippings, and 
punchings of new iron.” 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Read on. 

Mr. KELLEY. It simply restores the ends | 
and clippings and the punchings to their legit- ' 
imate rate of duty. I said they take a bar of 
iron which would pay 1 cent per pound and : 
cut it into lengths of eight or ten inches, and 
they call every part of it an end. ‘These are 
not ends. They are the bars advanced by cut- . 


the same duty, while they should beara higher |: 


1 And those who de- 
sire either to protect the charcoal-iron maker 


the revenue, and close the door against fraud, | 
will vote for the bill as the committee have 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on | 
the pending motion. 
Mr. LOGAN. I desire to offer an amend- | 
ment to the amendment. | 
The CHAIRMAN. There is no amend- ; 
ment pending. There is a motion to strike | 


out, and the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Lo- - 


| GAN] may offer, if he chooses, an: amendment ` 


to the paragraph. i 

Mr. LOGAN. I move, then, to amend the ` 
paragraph by inserting after the word ‘‘iron,”’ | 
in the thirty-sixth line, the words ‘‘ cut, clipped, 
or made for the purpose of being manufactured ` 
into any articles.’’ Now, if the Committee of | 
Ways and Means intended when they reported 
this section to prevent the frauds which they | 
charge, and which the gentleman from Penn- i 
sylvania [Mr. KELLEY] charges in every speech | 


he makes, why not insert such language as will | 
prevent fraud? The gentlemen assert here | 
that punchings and clippings are made for 
the purpose of manufacturing spades and dif. ʻi 
ferent kinds of tools and brought in as scrap |! 
iron. Do they desire to prevent frauds of that | 
character? It they do not mean the mere lit- | 
tle punchings and filings and clippings of iron || 
that are not intended for any particular pur- | 
pose whatever, but are mere refuse iron—if | 
they do not intend to include them in this par- | 
agraph, why not insert words that will explain | 
what the committee do intend? My amend- 
ment will make the paragraph provide that | 
any cuttings, clippings, or punchings for the |. 
purpose of being manufactured into any arti- 
cles shall be taxed so much. That will cover '! 
exactly what the gentlemen say they intend, | 
the fraud of importing iron punched in certain ' 
shapes or cut in certain shapes to be manu- © 
factured into tools of different kinds. 

Mr. O’NEILL. How can you get at the : 
evidence of that? 

Mr. LOGAN. Easily. 

Mr. O’NEILL. You can only get it from |, 


Mr. LOGAN. I presume the eustom-house 
Strange to say. when | 
gentlemen charge frauds, and an attempt is 

made to insert words that will protect the Gov- | 
ernment against those frauds, these gentlemen 
object to it. I say to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. KELLEY] again, as I said the 
other day, that whenever the people of south- 
ern Illinois desire him for their Representative 
I hope they will send for him and elect him. | 
He talks about that of which he knows noth- :: 
ing when he talks about different tiers of coun- li 


' within the confines of my State. 


' he pretends that it is a tariff for revenue. 


, it should not be above half a cent 


i in the iron business. 


' from 
:. priety of striking out the words he has indi- 
‘cated; but I want to add to the paragraph the 
"= words I have indicated: ‘and on ends, clip- 

, pings, and punchings of new iron, one half of 


ties in southern Illinois, and their productions, 
He is not read up. I was born and raised in 
that country, and I profess to know as much 
about it as he does; and whenever my constjt- 
uents desire thissort of tarf on iron I presume 
they will notify the country through me or my 
colleague, [Mr. Cress,] who has now gone 
home, and not through the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. And I say to him that hig 
assumption upon this floor of being the repre. 


. sentative of any part of the State that I repre- 


sent is an unwarranted assumption, and with- 
out any desire on the part of any living man 
They desire 
no such representation or representative as he 


isin reference to the tariff. If they do, they will 
` send him here. You can tind no man upon this 


floor from my State who will vote with the gen- 


i; tleman on these propositions. Hence I say that 


it is offensive for him to profess here to be the 
representative of and make appeals for the peo- 
ple of southern Illinois. Let him represent hig 
own constituents. I know he will do it well, 
as he ever has done, and as he is doing on this 
particular tariff bill. But while he is doing 


: that, he is not representing my constituents, 


nor is he representing their interests; nor do 


| they thank him for his pretended representa- 
+ tion of them. 


Now, sir, this proposition of the Committee 


| of Ways and Means increases the tariff on scrap 


iron, on cuttings and filings, from $8 a ton to 
$20 a ton. 

Mr. KERR. To $22 40. 

Mr. LOGAN. To $22 40. I did not make 
the calculation, but I will take the gentleman’s 
statement. It increasesit to that amount; and 
for what purpose? For purposes of revenue? 
Why, no, sir. Every man who knows any- 
thing kndws that this tariff on scrap and refuse 
iron, punchings, and filings, and things of that 
kind, is a prohibitory tariff and not a tariff 
for revenue. The gentleman is mistaken when 
It 
is no such thing. It is nota tariff to protect 
the Government against frauds, either. It is 


; no such thing as that. But it is a tariff in the 


interest of gentlemen who desire to exclude 
entirely this competition, and that is all that 
it is. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. RANDALL. With great respect, I 


|| think the Committee of Ways and Means have 


made a mistake in reference tothis paragraph. 
I think there should be a distinction, and a very 
wide one, between slabs, blooms, and loops, 


‘and other forms, and that ends, clippings, end 


punchings should be at about half the rate. 
The present duty upon ‘ends, clippings, and 
punchings”’ is $8 perton. This bill proposes 
to raise the duty to $22 40, which is entirely 
too high according to my judgment. I think 
er pound. 
I am confirmed in the correctness of this state- 
ment by practical iron men, by men who are 
The amendment of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] I 
believe is to strike out the words ‘including 
ends, clippings, and punchings of new iron.” 
I would move to amend that amendment so as 


:, to add to this paragraph the words ‘‘and on 


ends, cliprings, and punchings of new iron, 
one half of one cent per pound.” That would 


` increase the rate of duty to $11 20 per ton, 


which in my judgment will be sufficiently high. 


| I think the House would adopt such a propo- 
sition as that, whereas if gentlemen insist upon 


pressing the duty of $22 40 per ton it will be 
voted down in the House, and we shall revert 


: to $8 per ton in reference to these three kinds 


iron. I concur with the gentleman 


of scra 
Now York [Mr. Brooxs] in the pro- 


one cent per pound.” 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment must 
be an amendment to the pending amendment. 


- 1870. 


Mr. RANDALL. I would ask the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Brooks] to accept | 
my amendment, or to include it in his amend: . 


ment. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I cannot ac- 
cept that proposition for the reason that the 
duty now imposed upon ends, clippings, and 
punchings is $8 per ton. . 

Mr. RANDALL. I think that is too low. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
(Mr. Scnenck) proposed to reduce it to $6 
or $7 per ton. The proposition of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Raypat.,] to 
increase, it to $11 20 per ton fixes the duty 
too high. And the proposition of the bill to 
make it $22 40 perton is toohigh. I propose 
to go back to the rate established by the pres- 


ent law. : 

‘The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending 
awendment is now exhausted. 

Mr. LOGAN. [will withdraw my amend- 
ment if it can be renewed. 

Mr. COBURN. I renew the amendment. 
I thiok the proposition of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Ranpatu) is a fair one. In 
framing this law we want to provide against 
evasions and frauds. It is no advantage to the 
consumer to be able to buy an article that has 


been brought into the country by evasion, by | 


some process similar to smuggling. lt is 
always better for the consumer that there 


should be a fair and square duty, well denned ' 
e | 


and well understood all over the land. 
desire to bave a gain to the revenue; and we 
desire also, it seems to me, if we redace the 
rate of duty, to enable the consumer to obtain 
his article at a lower price. If we so arrange 
this tariff that there is a question or doubt 
as to whether these ends, clippings, and punch- 
ings can be admitted as scrap iron, or old iron, 
or anything of that kind; if by any possible 


construction a way can be found by which these : 


unchings and clippings and ends can be 
froaght in at a lower rate of duty, it is to be 
resumed that the consumer will not get any 
Fenefit from it, but the man who perpetrates 
the evasion or the fraud upon the Govern- 
ment will reap the benefit, if any. There- 
fore I say it is proper to make an explicit 
declaration in regard to every one of these 
items, if we can do so. I would say that 
this class of iroa upon which the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania (Mr. Raxpati] wishes to. 
impose a duty of one half of one cent per |: 


und should be designated in the law as hav- 
ing that specific duty placed upon it, and not 
allow it to slipin under the name of waste iron, 


or refuse iron, which under this paragraph is |; 


fixed at $6 per ton. I think that a duty of 1 


cent per pound is too much, and that on the ! 
other hand the rate for scrap, refuse, and waste ; 


is too low. The amendment of the gentleman 


from Illinois (Mr. Locan] which | have re- . 
newed, is also a proper one, for it designates | 


certain kinds of iron which may be cut ap or 
chopped up into shape for the purpose of being 


worked into tools, &c. Thatclass ofiron should 

also be specifically named so that the officers _ 
charged with collecting the revenue may at once | 
determine the duty upon it without trouble. | 
We should not staltify ourselves as to this mat- . 
ter, and while we fix a rate for pig and scrap |: 


iron at $5 and $6 a ton, put a much more valu- 


able class of wrought iron at the same rate, | 


unless we go to the opposite extreme from pro- 
tection and discriminate to destroy isted of 
to protect. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose 
the amendment. I oppose it because I Chink 
the duty upon the whole class of iron named 
in this paragraph is not only too high but is 
higher than that class of iron pays under the 


existing tariff. The paragraph provides that— | 


On all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other 
forms, including, ends, clippings, and punchings of 
new iron, less finished than bars and more advanced 


than pig iron, except castings, 1 cent per pound. 
This, I think, is an extravagant rate of duty. 
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to be a reduction of the tariff, a bill whereby, 


comes in atthat rate. 


article is to pay under this bill the same rate .. 


of duty that bar iron now pays. 

I desire to make one further remark. 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr. Ranpaut] imposing a duty of half a 
cent per pound on ends, clippings, and punch- 
ings should prevail, it will be made a reason 
for an advance of duty upon other classes of 
iron when we reach them, on the ground that 
the latter are more valuable. Thus we may be 
drawn into a general increase of duty on all 
classes of iron. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
, me to make a single remark ? 
‘| Mr. BECK. Certainly. 
! [ want to be corrected. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The present law, I read 
from it, provides that— 


“Alliron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms, |: 


less finished than iron in bars and moro advanced 


tban pig iron, except castings, shall be rated as iron |, 


in bars, and paya duty accordingly.” 

Nr. BECK. 

it not worth less? 

Mr. MAYNARD. That is not the point to 
| which I was directing the gentleinan’s atten- 
tion. He said that in this bill we are propos- 
ing to raise the present rate of duty. Iam 
trying to show him that in this respect this bill 
corresponds preoa with the present law. 

Mr. BECK. In looking over the table em- 
braced in thereportof the Special Commissioner 
of the Revenue I do not find specifically enumer- 
ated any such thing as iron less finished than 
bar iron, but find that bar iron rolled or bam- 
mered, not exceeding six inches in width and 
two inches in thickness, pays a duty of 1 cent 
per pound; and I say that the class of iron 
now under consideration must be less valuable. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Allow me to correct a 
|| remark which I just made. Iam reminded by 
| one of my colleagues on the committee that [ 
|i made my statement rather too broad. As the 
law now stands a portion of the bar iron comes 
in at a duty of 1 cent per pound, and another 
| portion at 1} cent per pound. Blooms, slabs, 
' &c., are rated as bariron withoutany distinction. 

Mr. BECK. But the class of iron provided 
for in this paragraph, which is less finished 
© than bar iron and more advanced than pig, 
must be of less value than bar iron. 


misapprehension. I hold in my hand the 
present law, not an abstract from it, to which 
the gentleman has been referring. By this law 
; bar iron is classed as of two kinds, accordin 

i to size, one kind coming in at 1 cent per poun 

, and the other at 1} cent. 

i. proviso: 


\ “ Provided, That all iron in slabs, blooms, loops 
or other forms less finished than iron in bars an 


li 
| 


i be rated as iron in bars, and pay a duty accordingly.” 


|| Thus, under the existing law, one class of 
|| bar iron pays 1 cent per pound and another 


| class 1} cent per pound, according to size. ` 
And we put it all down together, no matter ' 
e have selected - 
! the lowest class, which is 1 cent, and put all , 


| what the size is, at 1 cent. 
|| these at that; whereas under the present law, 
ii according to size, it may come in at 1 cent or 
| 14 cent. 

|  [Herethe hammer fell.) 


- up to the Clerk’s desk. 


Ifthe | 


Will the gentleman allow |! 


If I am mistaken |; 


If the iron is less finished, is : 


Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman is undera : 


Then there is this | 


more advanced than pig iron, except castings, shall , 


state the position of the question. From the 
confusion in the Hall he is unable to ascertain 
at the time the purport of amendments, and 
i can only examine them when they are brought 
Neither the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Illinois 
Mr. Locan] nor the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ranvat.] is 
germane to the amendment of the gentleman 
trom New York, [Mr. Brooxs,} which is to 
' strike out. ‘They are ruled out for the pres- 
` ent, and the question is consequently upon the 
` amendment of the gentleman trom New York. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move the following as a 
substitute for the entire paragraph. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Onalliron inslabs, blooms, loops, or other forms less 


` finished than bars and more advanced than pig iron, 


except castings, $15 per ton; and ou clippings and 


punchings of new iron, $10 per ton, 
The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will enter- 
tain no other question until action of the com- 
mittee has been had on the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Brooks] to 
strike out. ‘That is the pending question and 
must first be voted on. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 87, noes 52; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
‘tellers; and appointed Mr. Brooks of New 
York, and Mr. MAYNARD. 
| ‘The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
| reported—ayes 63, noes 59, 
j 
| 


H 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The question then recurred on Mr. LOGAN’ S 
amendment. 

Mr. LOGAN. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to offer a sub- 
stitute for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Hormay. ] 

Mr. ALLISON. 1 wish to move an amend- 
ment to the original paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will enter- 
tain the amendment of the gentleman from 


Iowa. ; , 

Mr. ALLISON. I move to strike outin line 
three hundred and twenty-eight “ 1 cent per 
pourd” and insert ‘‘$18 a ton.” Mr. Chair- 
man, I desire to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the three paragraphs on iron which 
follow, affecting the ordinary forms of iron: 

On all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms, 
jacluding ende, clippings, and punchings of new iron, 
less finished than bars, and more advanced than pig 
iron, except castings, 1 cent per pound. 

On iron bars, rolled or hammered, (comprising flat 
bars,) not less than one anda half nor more than four 
inches wide, nor less than half an inch, nor more than 
two inches thick, 1 cent per pound. = 

"On iron bars, rolled or hammered, comprising flat 
| barsless than one and a half inch, or morethan four 
i inches wide, and less than one half of an inch, and 
i not less than three eighthsof an inch thick ; and on 
| ed or hammered, more than two inches 
| 


is passed from, that I shall move to strike out 
' all of this paragraph and the two following 
| paragraphs, and in lieu thereof insert a sub- 
' stitute which I will send to the Clerk’s desk. 
What is comprised in these three paragraphs 
is in the existing law included in a single para- 
graph, and what was the object of putting into 
three paragraphs what was included in one? 
.. I desire to call the attention of the committee 
i to the real object in these three paragraphs. 
It is to increase the duty on one class of iron. 
; It is true, in the third paragraph they have 
i' reduced the duty one quarter of one cent per 
i pound ; butat the same timethey have reduced 
l the classification so as to bring within narrower 
: limita the iron which will pay 14 cents per 
' pound, and place in another class iron which 
will pay 1} and 1} cents per pound. What I 
want is to prevent confusion among Iron deal- 
ers and iron importers and iron consumers on 
. this subject, so that they will understand what 
| particular kind of iron pays a particular duty 
‘as they now understand it under the existing 
‘ law. fee 
| The present duty upon the class of iron 


| I desire to give notice, before this paragraph 
| 
| 
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incladed in this raph—slabs, blooms, 
loops, Èc., on which my amendment proposes 
to make the duty $18 per ton—is $22 40 perton. 
Now, the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Becr] 
made, I think, a reasonable suggestion when 
he stated that in the very nature of things iron 
in slabs, blooms, or loops must be of less value 
than rolled or hammered iron, and should there- 
fore bear a less rate of duty. It is true that 
under existing laws it is classified at the same 
rate. But this inferior iron should only, in my 
judgment, pay a duty of $18 per ton; and I 
would include at the same rate the class of iron 
included in the succeeding paragraph, namely: 

Tron bars, rolled or hammered, (comprising flat 
bars,) not less than one and a half nor more than 
four inches wide, nor less than half an inch nor more 
than two inches thick. 

Now, we have reduced in this Committee of 
the Whole the duty on pig iron from $9 a ton 
to $5. We have therefore reduced the cost of 
producing slabs, blooms, and loops, because 
they are produced from pig iron. And I sub- 
mit to the committee that having thus reduced 
the duty on the lower form, we should make 
some reduction on this form of iron. Thegen- 
tleman from Indiana [ Mr. Houtman] has offered 
a substitute by which he proposes to reduce 
the duty to $15 a ton. That was the exact 
rate of duty by the protective tariff of 1861. 


By the legislation of 1862 that was increased - 


to $17 a ton. Now I propose to give this in- 
terest $1 per ton more than the legislation of 


1862 gave it. I only propose to reduce the i duty on pig iron from $9 a ton to $5 a ton. 


i: Pigiron is a raw material to a certain class 


duty $4 40 per ton, and [ make the amend- 
ment in good faith, believing that this interest 
can bear this reduction, and believing that the 
consumers deserve this reasonable reduction, 
inasmuch as we have reduced the duty on pig 
and scrap iron. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, it will very 
much facilitate matters when we are legislat- 


ing upon any proposition of this kind, that the | 
whole facts should be presented to the com- ; 
mittee—many gentlemen probably who have : 


not had their attention especially attracted to 
the matter not being familiar with the rates 


of duty as they now exist. My colleague from | 


Jowa on the committee [Mr. ALLISON] says, 


LT 


second clessifieation, and therefore under the 
existing law pay only 1 cent a pound. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I apprehend that the gen- 
tleman is mistaken in saying that they are 
always large. That they generally are [ am 
ready to admit. We are speaking of the law 
as it is, as well as the practical application of 


' the law; and I say that the law as it is puts all 


these things at either $22 40 or $33 60, as the 
case may be, according to their size. There 


- is but little of this kind of article that comes 


in at $33 60, because there is little of it made. 


Yet the door is open under the law for bring- 
ing in either one or the other. The probabil- 
ity is that if that distinction were not made, 
and if the smaller forms might come in at the 
lower rate of duty, a great deal more would 
come.in in the smaller forms. They prefer the 
larger forms now because they only pay two 
thirds as much duty; but we propose to leave 
open no temptation to adopt only the larger 
forms, but to make all pay what the larger 
forms of wrought iron and bar iron pay, and 
all pay precisely the same rate of duty. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 

‘The question was on Mr. ALLISON’s amend- 
ment. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I propose 
a substitute for the amendment of the gentle- 
man to strike out in line three hundred and 
twenty-eight ‘‘1 cent per pound” and to in- 
gert ‘$12 50 per ton.” r. Chairman, the 


` committee has thought proper to reduce the 


` tion, that I 


: duty on pi 
ii Mr. Ri 


treating of this first class—and it will be time, :. 


I suppose, to consider the other paragraph | 
‘| surate with the reduction on pig iron as I > 
|, apprehend it will stand when the House shall 
If gentlemen predicate | 


when we come to it—treating of this first-class 
iron in “‘ slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms,’’ 
that the pau rate of duty is $22 40 perton, 
that is 1 cent per pound, exactly what the 
Committee of Waysand Means propose to con- 
tinue it at; and that it covers that extent and 
no more, the words ‘‘ends, clippings, and 
pees hinge being taken outof the paragraph. 


ow, the gentleman only states part of the | 


fact in regard to the matter. The present pro- 
vision of law is contained, as the gentleman 


says, all in one paragraph, but each portion of | 


the paragraph is entirely distinct from the other. 
That is a matter of the taste of the printer as 
much as anything else. Jt constitutes three 
classes—on bar iron over certain sizes 1 cent 
per pound, on bar iron under those sizes one 
quarter of a cent per pound, and then the iron 
in “slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms less 
finished than iron bars and more advanced than 
pig iron, exceptcastings,” is rated as iron bars 
and pays accordingly; that is these ‘slabs, 
blooms, loops, &c.,”’ shall pay just as bars; 


some of them pay $22 40 per ton, and others |: 


$33 60 per ton, the duty being rated on some 
at 1 cent per pound, and on others at 1} cents 
r pound ; and the Committee of Ways and 
eans, the gentleman will do us the credit 
to observe, have put them all at 1 per cent 


pound. - 

Mr. ALLISON. Will the gentleman 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLISON. Does the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means claim that 
‘slabs, loops, and blooms” ever come within 
the smaller sizes of the classification in the 
existing law? They are always larger than the 


permit 


| 


of our manufacturers ; so are loops, slabs, and 
blooms, which are nothing more nor less than 
an advance in the condition of the iron from 
pig iron. If we were correct in reducing the 
duty on pig iron from $9 to $5 per ton, then 
it is in the same ratio, in the same propor- 

ropose to reducethe duty on slabs, 
loops, and Ponta: which should not pay a 
higher duty than $12 50 per ton. That will 
make this correspond to the reduction of the 

iron. 

oppos both the amendment and the substitute. 
and Means is in itself a reduction upon a large 
part of this iron—a reduction quite commen- 


have voted upon it. 


, their votes upon the fact that with a hundred 
; members absent the duty on pig iron was placed 
' at $5 I think they will make a bill which the 


on pig iron below the reduced duty reported 
by the committee. This is a question of rev- 


j enue. During 1868 there were over 100,000,000 


pounds of bariron of one class and over 17,000,- 
000 


derived over $2,082,600. ‘There can be no ad- 
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LEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise to ' 


e bill as reported by the Committee of Ways | 


‘, interest to the discussion on this tariff 


|; House will materially revise. I have no doubt | 
| that it will reverse the vote reducing the duty | 


ounds of another—ahout 123,000,000 | 
: pounds altogether, imparted, from which we 


vantage to the revenue in making the reduction ` 


‘ of duty proposed by the gentleman from Iowa, 


[Mr. ALLISON ;] certainly none from reducing 
it one half, as proposed by the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. McCormicsr,] while it would 
be a detriment to our own industries. I may 
say, if the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Locan] 


: will permit me, that I am an American citizen. 


Mr. LOGAN. I have never questioned it, 
Mr. Chairman. 
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coal fields, and equaling her in her great iron 
resources in the southern section of the State. 
The great iron resources of Missouri are a part 
of the resources of my country of which ] am 
proud, and to which I have a right to refer, 
and I do not plead for Pennsylvania when I 
tell the gentlemen of Indiana and Missouri that 
in interchanging the coal of Clay county with 

; the ores of Missouri they are giving freight both 
ways to their railroad companies, reducing the 
cost of transportation, and developing the re- 
sources of the country. I havea right to do 
it, and to doit without reproach from any gen- 
tleman. The gentleman trom Illinois nor any 
other gentleman has a right to strike a State 
from the map of my country and say that upon 
this floor I must be dumb as to its great 
resources. , 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I withdraw 
the amendment. 

Mr. LOGAN. I renewit; and I do it merely 
for the purpose of saying to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Koari] that [ am 
sorry to see him so irritable this morning. 

Mr. KELLEY. I am not irritable; I am 

‘in perfect good humor. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have done nothing and 
said nothing to detract from his great ability, 
I only reminded him that I was a Represent- 
ative of Illinois and he a Representative of 
Pennsylvania. That was all. I have never 
said anything about the great State of Penn- 
sylvania except in eulogy of its great resources, 
nor do I desire to say anything abaut it now. 
Bat I will say this to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. KELLEY, ] ‘the great State of 
Pennsylvania,’’ the great keystone of the arch 
of the Union, as it has always been repre- 
sented; I will say to him that he ably representa 

| that State, and 1 am glad to see that she has so 
able a Representative. But I must again beg 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, when he 
is discussing questions upon this floor, that he 
should at least recollect that he is the Repre- 
sentative of only one district of one of the 
States of the United States of America, and 
of no more. Ho can talk about the resources 
of the various States; we all can do that. But 
I say to him now, as I said a while ago, he 
has no right to represent Illinois. 
Mr. KELLEY. I vote for Pennsylvania; 
' but I speak for my whole country. 
Mr. BENNETT. Ihave listened with great 
ues- 
tion. This is the first time I have ppened my 
_lips upon the subject. I ogcupy a position at 
the gate-way.of the commerce. of the West; I 
represent a commercial community. My busi- 


i| ness is that of transporting the cereals of the 


! great West to the manufacturing districts. J 
| rise now. for the purpose of bringing particy- 
larly to the attention of Representatives from the 
great West and Northwest one important fact 
. which I think has not been considered in this 
‘discussion. It is the question of a market for 

the great northwestern region of this country, 
: At the proper time I propose to bring up a 


. question which I regard as of vital importance ; 


Mr. KELLEY. Ihave a right to emigrate į 


i to Illinois, and without naturalization become 


a citizen of that State. 
Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 
Mr. KELLEY. I have had the honor of 


i living in several States, and I believe that I 


love every part of my country. The gentleman 
does not feel any hesitancy about speaking of 
Pennsylvania, and I do but advertise the great 
resources of my country when I speak of the 
magnificent iron resources of northern Ken- 
tucky, of southwestern Indiana, and of Illinois 
to an extent greater than Pennsylvania in her 


i manufacturing districts of this country. 


. that is, the question of the transportation of 
, the products of that vastregion to the markets 
of the world. ia P, 
I wish to say a word to. the West, to that 
great agricultural region, They must look for 
‘their markets among the manufacturing dis- 
. tricts of this country, and -not in Burope, And 
_ I wigh furthermore to state a fact well knowa 
to gentlemen if they know anything about the 
movements of the agricultural products of that 
region, that Milwaukee and Chicago during 
the active season ship in ten days more than 
all Europe takes in a year. Hence it is that I 
say they should look for their market a 
t 1s 
in the eastern States, along the south Atlantic 
| coast, and in the West Indies that our cereals 
i finda market. In the discussion of this ques- 
tion I wish it to be borne in mind that it is to 
manufacturing sections of this country that 


. 
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the West must look for its.market. And the 
more manufacturers we can induce to come to 
this country and engage in labor, the larger 
and better will be the market opened to the 
West. : 
This question is a vital one. As I said when 
I first took the floor, I have listened to this 
discussion with great interest and with patience. 
But Í confess that I have been listening to the 
discussion to-day with more or less a gra 
I want to see this question disposed of, and 
disposed of properly, so that some other busi- 
ness can, in due time, be considered by this 
House. : 

[Here the hammer fell. ] as 

Mr. LOGAN. I withdraw the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. MUNGEN. 
to the amendment. I am certainly very glad 
to find so able an advocate of the farmers of 


the West as in my distinguished friend from | 
[ire KeLLEY.] Last session, | 


Pennsylvania, 
and ever since | have had. the honor of being 
on this floor, that gentleman has boasted that 
he represented the largest manufacturing. dis- 
trict in the United States. But now he rep- 


resents not only Missouri and Illinois and Ohio, | 


but the entire grain-growing regions of this 
country. He covers, or tries to cover a great 
deal of territory, a great deal more, [ think, 
than he can ordinarily cover. He loves his 
country he says. Perhaps he likes some por- 
tions of it, Mobile for instance, at a distance 
far better than near by. 

Now, as to obtaining a market for our sur- 
plus grain in the manufacturing districts of 
this country, let me say that we can not only 
feed ali the manufacturing regions of Pennsyl- 
vania and New England, but we can send into 
the markets of the world an additional amount 
so large that the amount furnished to the manu: 
facturing regions would: hardly be noticed in 
comparison. The surplus of my own distzict 
alone would feed all those in this country 
engaged in manufacturing iron, cotton, and 
wool. And the surplus of the single State of 
Ohio would supply all the rest. of the United 
States. But the tariff system of this country 
has closed the doors of our western markets to 
foreign purchasers.. During the last winter 
wheat has been selling at 50 cents in Illinois, 
and only a little. pigher in Ohio. The tariff 

olicy of this Government has compelled 
Trancë and England to purchase their grains 
on the Black séa and the Baltic, and in the 
Danubian principalities, instead of getting 
them from this country. It is true that within 
the last few weeks there hds béen a slightly 
increased exportation of our great crop; but 
during the last year our export has been com- 
paratively nothing. Why? Because we have 
closed the doors of our markets against the 
manufacturers of England and France, who 
naturally trade with those who trade with them. 
Gentlemen talk about this being a revenue 
matter. This bill is not a revenue measure. 
It is a measure in the interest of capital. The 
State of Pennsylvania, represented in part by 
the gentleman who has spoken to-day, [Mr. 
KELLEY, ] has ceased to be the keystone of the 
arch in our republican system of government— 
I mean republicanism, not in the partisan 
sense, but in contradistinction from the mon- 
archical system of Europe—and is becoming 
the keystone of the arch in asystem that seeks 
exclusively the interests of capital. 

I tell you, Mr. Chairman, that the question 
now betore the American people is whether 
the money power represented by the manufac- 
turing interests and the banks shall subjugate 
the country, or whether the people shall speak 
for themselves and. assétt their rights against 
these immense monopolies. The representa- 
tives of the. Republican party boasted last fall 
that they had money enough to carry any elec- 
tion, and that is the boast now, The gentle- 
man from. Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY, ] who 
claims to be the friend of the farmer, has voted 


I renew the amendment | 


N 
i 


i 


| 
| 
1 
1 


in this House to exempt from taxation the 
manufacturing iiterests of Pennsylvania, as 
well as the bondholders of the country; he 
has voted to exempt from taxation the rum 
manufacturers of New England, that region so 
renowned for its devotion to temperance! I 
say that this whole tariff system is a swindle 
and a fraud, and I am opposed to it. If we 
cannot have free trade, let us have a tariff that 
ig reasonable and decent. Iam willing as a 
choice of evils to assent to that. But the prin- 
ciple that should guide us in these matters lies 
in a nutshell; when we have revenue to raise, 
we should raise it by taxing the capital, not 
the labor of the country. That is the princi- 
ple which this: bill directly violates. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. . Mr. Chairman, I shall 


vote for the substitute proposed by my col- ` 


league, [Mr. McCormick ;} and in doing so I 


! believe l represent the interests—— 


Mr. SCHENCK. I raise the. question of 


order whether we can have two speeches in | 
succession in favor of the same amendment? | 


Is the gentleman entitled to the floor unless 
he opposes this proposed reduction of duty? 
I make the point because I want to get 4 Vote 
as soon as possible. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the point of order is 
insisted upon the Chair must rule that it is well 


taken. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am exceedingly anxious 
for a vote. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Muncen] to withdraw his amend- 
ment that J may renew it. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I will do so. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I object to the withdrawal 
of the amendment. [ want a vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Bensamin} caï speak in oppo- 
sition to the pending amendment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Well, if the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Scuanox] will be any better 
paa I will oppose the substitute of my col- 


eague [Mr. McCor{icr] dnd advocate the ; 


amendment of the gentleman from Iowa, [ Mr. 
ALLISON. ]. L wish merely to say a word in cons 


nection with this subjeet.so far as it relates ta | 


the State of Missouri, and particularly the dis- 


trict I have the honor to represent. Now, sir, , 


I have no objection to:the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KeLLEY] or any.other gen- 
tleman speaking of the great résources of the 


State of Missouri. I have no objection'to their | 


parading her great iron. resources: before this 
House as a reason for adopting ne provisions 
of this bill. But when the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania undertakes to speak for the State 
of Missouri I do object to his direeting attention 
alone to the iron interests of that State: I can 
inform the gentleman and the House and the 
country that the wealth of Missouri in her iron 
mines is but a drop in the bucket compared 
with the great agricultural resources of that 
State. We have had a high protective tariff in 
force as the law of the land for nine years. The 
duty upon pig iron has been during that time 
$9 a ton, a higher rate of duty than even the 
Committee of Ways and Means propose in this 
bill. What is the effect? All the additional 
laborers employed in the iron works of Mis- 
souri can be fed from the proceeds of one of 
the farms of my district. 

The gentleman says that we must provide 
4 home market. A home market! Sir, all 
the iron manufacturers in the United States, 
together with their wives and children, could 
be fed with the surplus products of my con- 
gressional district. I might, Mr. Chairman, 
carry it still further, and say that they may pro- 
duce every ton of iron necessary for the wants 
of the United States, and the agricultural pro» 
ducts that can be raised in the district of my 
friend and colleague, [Mr. Aspen, | and in the 
congressional district which I represent, can 
farnish them all with food. The reason which 
is held out why we should in this bill put an 


increased duty on iron and other manufactures li Smit . Wilson, an 


I 


is betduse by so doing we will afford a home 
märket for our agricultural products. It is all 
nonsense tó talk in that way. We know that 
it has no perceptible effect and can have none 
on the large bulk of the agricultural products 
ofthe West. Let me tell gentlemen that wheat 
is to-day selling for a less price, considering the 
‘ value of money, in the city of St. Louis, right 
` under the shadow of these iron furnaces, than 
it hag sold for the last forty years. Pig iron is 
protected at the rate of $9 per ton. Weare told 
that the iron manufacturers cannot live unless 

, we do that. How then can the farmers live? If 
-it is necessary to compensate iron manufac- 
turers, let the farmers also be compensated for 
‘their labor aud the labor of their wives and 
‘children. Ifany should be compensated the 
` farmer shonld be. There is not a farm in the 
: West which to-day pays mote than 3 per cent. 
The producers of thesc agricultural products 
not only work themselves but their families 
work, and still théy make nothing. Yet gen- 
tlemen propose they shall still further be taxed 
| in order to compensate the manufacturers of 
' the country for their losses. Who is to com- 


i| pensate the farmer for his losses upon his 


wheat, now selling at 45 cents a bushel, which 
we all know he is selling ataloss? Whois will- 
ing to béar that loss of the farmer? There is 
not a single district in the United States which 
is willing to bear its share of that loss. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

The CHAIRMAN. There are now an 
amendment and an amendment to the amend- 
| ment pending, and no further amendment, 


therefore, is in order. 
Mr. SCHENCK. And I give notice that I 
| shall object to the withdrawal of the amend- 
ment, and insist on a vote. 
The question recurred on the amendment of 
| Mr. MeCoritrck, of Missouri, to the amend- 


'| ment. 


The committee divided ; and there were— 
ayes thirty-three, noés not counted, ; 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 
- Mr. BECK. I move to amend the amend- 
| ment: by striking out ‘‘$18 a ton” dnd insert- 
ing ‘‘three fourths of 1 cent per pound.” 
‘The amendment was disagreed to. — 
Mr. HOLMAN. I movetoamend by striking 
out “$18 a ton” and inserting ‘ $15 a ton.” 
The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 83, noes 64; no quorum voting. , 
The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Kenney and Mr, 
HOLMAN. . ; l 
The cothmittee again divided ; and the tellers 
feported=-ayes 47, noes 70. 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr, POTTER. Ï move to substitute ** $16 
a ton’’ instead of * $18 a ton.” . 
The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 12, noes 60; no quorum voting. ; 
The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Porrer and Mr. 
Dickey, = ; 
The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
réeported—ayes 17, noes 65 ; no quorum voting. 
Mr. BROOKS, of NewYork. Call the roll! 
The CHAIRMAN, Thecommittee finding 
itself without a quoram, itis the duty of the 
Chair to cause the roll to be called in order 
that the names of the absentées may be re- 
ported to the House... . ote ai 
. The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, and the 
following members failed to answer to their 
names : 


Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barry, Bennett, Biggs, Ring- 
ham, Boles, poops. Bowen, Bord Buck, Urr} 
Churchill Clinton $ Cobb, Cook, Covode, Crebs, 
Davis, fickinson; Dockery Duval, Dye: „Ël El- 
dridge, Fisher, Haldeman, Hale, Hatnbleton, Hea- 
ton, Hoge, otchkiss, Alexander H.. Jones, Julian, 

as il- 


ash, Mayham, McCrary McGrew, McKenzie, 
. Eliakim H. Moore, Mo 
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The committee then rose; and Mr. Cessna 
having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 
Mr. WHEELER reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union having, 
according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House 
bill No. 1068, to amend existing laws relating 
to the duty on imports, and for other purposes, 
and finding itself without a quorum, he had, 
under the rule, caused the roll to be called, 
and now reported the names of the absentees 
to the House in order that they may be entered 
upon the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A quorum 
having answered to their names, the only thing 


in order is for the committee to resume its ses- | 


sion. : 

Mr. RANDALL. A quorum having been 
obtained, I should like to know whether there 
is anything in the rules by which we can retain 
it in the Hall? 

The committee then resumed its session, 
Mr. WHEELER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The tellers will please 
resume their places. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Will it be in 
order to move that the list of absentees be 
printed? 

The CHAIRMAN. Such a motion would not 
be in order in Committee of the Whole. The 


gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Dickey] |! 


appointed as one of the tellers not being in 
the Hall, the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Ferriss] will please take his place as teller 
along with Mr. POTTER. 

The committee again divided on Mr. Por- 
TER’S amendment; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 62, noes 69. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on 
the amendment of the gentleman from Iowa, 
[Mr. Autison,] which the Clerk will again 


report. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In line three hundred and twenty-eight strike out 
the words “1 cent per pound,” and insert in lieu 
thereof the words “$18 per ton ;” so that the para- 
graph will read: 

On all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms, 
less finished than bars and. more advanced than pig 
iron, except castings, $18 per ton. 


Mr. GRISWOLD. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out ‘* $18” and insert- 
ing. $17 ;’’ and on that I demand tellers. 

ellers were ordered; and the Chairman 
Srp’ Mr. Griswop and Mr. ScorieLp. 
` The committee divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 64, noes 71. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. ALLISON’S 
amendment. - 

_ Mr. ALLISON. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Chairman 
appointed Mr. ALLIson and Mr. KELLEY. 

The committee divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 79, noes 59. . 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. RANDALL'S 
substitute for the substitute offered by Mr. 
Horman to the pending paragraph as amended. 

Mr. RANDALL. Task leave to amend the 
first proposition in the substitute I have offered 
by striking out 1 cent per pound and insert- 
ing $18 per ton, which will make it in accord- 
ance with the judgment already expressed by 
the House. 

There was no objection: 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
report the substitutes now pending. 

he Clerk read Mr. HoLman’s substitute, as 
follows: 


ice out the entire paragraph and insert the fol- 

wing: 

On all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other fi 

less finished than bars and more mi vanoel than pie 

iron, except castings, $15 per ton: and on all ends, 

clippings, and punchings of new iron, $10 per ton. 
The Clerk also read Mr. RANDALL'S substi- 

tute, as follows; 


` Strike out the substitute and insert the following: 
n all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, and other forms 


will again 


less finished than bars and more advanced than pig 
iron, except castings, $18 per ton; and all ends, clip- 
pings, and punchings of new iron, one half cent per 
pound. 

The question was on agreeing to the substi- 
tute offered by Mr. RANDALL. 

Mr. CONGER. Ifin order, I call for a 
division of the question. 

The CHAIR 
and insert is not divisible. 

The substitute offered by Mr. RANDALL was 
not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the substitute 
offered by Mr. HoLĮMaAN. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to say a word or 
two in behalf of the proposition I have sub- 


| taken. 
is substantially the same as the law of 1861 
with regard to this form of iron. Under the 
tariff of 1842, which was regarded at the time 
as a very high protective tariff, the duty on 
iron in this form was $17 per ton. By the 
i tariff of 1846, which was a revenue measure, 
: it was 80 per cent. Under the tariff of 1857 
i the duty was 24 per cent.; and by the tariff 
of 1861, apparently a protective tariff—not a 
tariff looking to revenue only, but announced 


i; to this House at the time it was considered, and 


i to the country, as a measure of protection to 
American industry—the duty on iron in this 
i form was put at $15 perton. Andas I under- 
stand the tariff act of 1861 the duty on ‘‘clip- 
pings’’ of new iron, on which it is proposed 
now by this substitute to impose a duty of $10 

er ton, was fixed at about the same rate. 

he effect of this proposition, then, taken as 
a whole, is to impose on.iron in these two 
forms the same duty that was imposed by the 
avowedly protective policy of 1861. 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that if public senti- 
ment has been clearly defined on any one sub- 
ject in connection with the tariff, it is so 
defined in regard to the proposition that the 
duty on iron shall be decreased, and a tariff as 
here proposed, of $5 per ton on simple pig iron, 
almost in the natural condition of the ore and 
of $15 on the class of iron advanced in the 
progress of its manufacture, is a tariff as high as 
thoseinterests not concerned in the manufacture 
of iron ought to be compelled to submit to. 
The agricultural interest of this country espe- 
| eially has been persistently demanding a reduc- 
| tion of the tariff at least tothe standard of what 
| it was under the protective policy of 1861, when 


the influences commenced which now toa large | 


extent control our legislation. 

If this measure is to receive the public ap- 
proval the redaction should be at least to this 
extent. The country does not certainly under- 
stand that we are proposing to increase the 
tariff, but the demand has been for a reduction 
ofthe tariff. The President of the United States, 
adopting the suggestion of the majority of the 
committee appointed by the House to inquire 
into the causes of the decline of our commerce, 
urges upon us a remission of duties to relieve 
certain branches of our industry connected 
with our commerce; and yet, in spite of the 
slight reduction upon pig iron, there is an 
increase proposed on other forms of iron. . 

Mr. WOODWARD. 
what authority the gentleman asserts that the 
agricultural interests of this country require a 
reduction of the duties on iron? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I judge su from several 
considerations. I know that the States of the 
Northwest are. demanding such a reduction. 
The demand for such a reduction is indicated 


the voice of their Representatives upon this 
floor, and by the tone of the public press. I 


journals of that section. The Chicago Trib- 
une, the St. Louis (Missouri) Democrat, the 


Cincinnati Commercial, and the Cincinnati |! 


Gazette, four papers which more than any 
others represent the public sentiment of the 


AN. A motion to strike out | 
:| upon this question, but only to call attention 


mitted to the committee before the vote is | 
The proposition now before the House |. 
' They are generally made up of charcoal blooms 


I want to know on | 


by every expression of public sentiment, by | 


refer not only to the Democratic papers of the i 
Northwest, but to the leading Republican | 
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Republicans of the Northwest, have persist- 
ently demanded a reduction of the tariff down 
to the revenue standard, and protested against 
the policy of protection. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania. 


I rise to 
oppose the amendment. 


I do not desire to 


i discuss the general policy of the Government 


to the articles enumerated in this section, which 


_ are blooms, slabs, and loops, and other forms 
of iron, including ends, clippings, and punch. 


ings. l presume, from the fact that most of 
the gentlemen who have discussed this ques- 
tion have not alluded to it, that gentlemen are 
not generally aware that these forms of iron are 

robably the most valuable that are imported. 


and slabs forged in Sweden and Norway, and 
brought here in a form convenient to be made 
into the most valuable descriptions of iron and 
steel, and as a general thing are more val- 
uable than bars and rods and those other 
classes of iron which are provided for in this 
bill at a higher rate. If iron of inferior qual- 
ity was likely to be imported in this shape it 
might be well to reduce the rate of duty; but 
considering the fact that these are the most 


; valuable forms of iron likely to be imported I 


think if the committee have any regard to the 
question of revenue or protection they will 
retain the rate reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means. That is all I desire to say. 

The question was put on Mr. Houman’s. 
amendment; and there were—ayes 38, noes 72; 
no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. HOLMAN, 
and Mr. Morrett of Pennsylvania, were 
appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 


| ported—ayes 41, noes 84. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I ask unanimous consent 
to close debate upon this paragraph. 

Mr. RANDALL. Before that is done I wish 
to offer an amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 
WHEELER reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, according to 
the order of the House, had had under consid- 
eration the state of the Union generally, and 
particularly the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend 
existing laws relating to the duty on imports, 
and for other purposes, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that when the 
House shall again resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union for 
the consideration of the special order all de- 
bate on the pending paragraph be closed in 
half a minute after the consideration of the 
same shall have been again resumed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I now move that the rules 


j be suspended, and the House resolve itself into 


Committee of the Whole upon the special 
order. ; 
The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, (Mr. WHEELER in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the cousideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist- 
ing laws relating to the duty on imports, and 
for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House 
all debate on the pending paragraph will close 
in half a minute. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I now move to strike out 
the entire paragraph as amended. I suppose 
there will no quarrel about that. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to move to amend 
this bill by striking out the pending paragraph 


1870. 
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and the two succeeding paragraphs, and to 
substitute therefor what I will send to the 
Clerk’s desk to be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. No motion to amend 
other paragraphs than the one under consid- 
eration can now be made. 


Mr. ALLISON. I desire to submit my sub- `` 


stitute so that it may be pending when the : $18 per ton. 


other paragraphs shall have been reached. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I desired to say a word 
or two on my motion to strike out; but I sup- 
pose the time allowed by the House for debate 
on this paragraph bas now expired. 
The CHAIRMAN. It has; and no further 
debate is in order on the pending paragraph. 
The question was then taken on the motion 


to strike out; and on a division it was not. 


agreed to—ayes eighteen, noes not counted. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to amend by in- 
serting immediately after the pending paragraph 
the following : 


And on ends, clippings, and punchings of new iron, 
one half of 1 cent per pound. 


The question was taken on the amendment, ; 


and on a division it was not agreed to—ayes 
five, noes not counted. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


about clippings and punchings, because—— 

Mr. CESSNA. Is debate in order? 

The CHAIRMAN, It is not. 

Mr. CESSNA. Then let the amendment be 
offered, but not debated. 

Nr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
not debated the amendment. 

Mr. CESSNA. The gentleman said he 
wanted to move an amendment, and taen said 
“ because,” going on to state his reasons for 
it. I object to debate as not being in order. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Very well; 
I move to amend the pending paragraph by 
adding to it the following : 


Provided, That on all ends, clippings, panchings, 
turnings, and borings of new iron, fit only to be re- 


I have 


manufactured into ingots and bars, a duty shall be |! 


paid of $10 per ton. 

The question was taken on the amendment ; 
and upon a division there were—ayes 60, 
noes 63. 

Before the result was announced, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, called for 
tellers. 

The question was taken upon ordering tell- 
ers; and there were twenty one in the affirm- 
ative. 

So (the affirmative not being one fifth of a 
quorum) tellers were not ordered. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. ALLISON. I rise toa parliamentary 
inquiry. At the proper time I wish to offer a 
substitute for the pending paragraph and the 
two succeeding paragraphs. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
to renew my amendment at $11 per ton. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 


lowa [Mr. Arısoy] has the floor on a parlia- | 


mentary inquiry. 


Mr. ALLISON. I wish to inquire when it , 
` will be in order for me to offer my substitute? | 


_ TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman can offer 
it now but will not be acted upon until all 
‘amendments to the paragraphs covered by it 
shall have been disposed of, 
Mr. ALLISON. Iwill offer it and let it be 
pending. 
The pending paragraph, as amended, was as 
follows: 


(Qn all iron inslabs, blooms, loops, or other forms 
less finished than bars, and more advanced than pig 
iron, except castings, $18 per ton. 


The two paragraphs immediately succeeding 
were as follows: 


On iron bars, rolled or hammered, (comprising flat 
bars, ) not less than one and a halfnor more than four 
inches wide, nor less than balf an inch nor more 
than two inches thick, 1 cent per pound. 

On iron bars, rolled or hammered, comprising flat 
barsless than one and a half inch, or more than four 
inches wide and less than one half of an inch, and 
not less than three eighths of an inch thick; and on 
iron bars rolled or hammered, more than two inches 
thick, 1} cents per pound. 


I desire | 
to offer an amendment to the pending paragraph : 
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The substitute proposed by Mr. ALLISON for 
the three paragraphs was as follows: 

On iron in bars, rolled or hammered, comprising 
flats, not less than one inch nor more than six inches 
wide, and not less than three eighths of an inch nor 
more than two inches thick; and rounds not less 


'‘ than three quarters of an inch nor more than two 


inches in diameter, and squares not less than three 
arters of an inch nor more than two inches square, 


On bar iron, rolled or hammered, comprising flats 
less than three eighths of an inch or moro than two 


ıı inches thick, and less than one inch or more thansix 


' inches wide; rounds less than three 


: squares less than three quarters of an inch or more | 


i h ‘ee quarters of an 
inch or more than two inches in diameter, and 


than two inches square, $25 per ton: Provided, That 
alliron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms less 
finished than bars and more advanced than pig iron, 


except castings, shall be rated as iron in bars and 


pay a duty accordingly: And provided further, That | 


none of the above iron shall pay a less rate of duty 


' than 35 per cent. ad valorem. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will make a 


` minute of the proposed substitute. 


i 


; other purpos 
ÎLES. I move that the committee | 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 
to amend the pending paragraph by adding to 
it the following: 


Provided, That on all ends, clippings, punchings, | 


turnings, and borings of new iron, fit only to be re- 


manufactured into ingots and bars, a duty shall be | 


paid of $11 per ton. 

The question was taken upon the amend- 
ment; and upon a division there were—ayes 
58, noes 88; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Burien, of 
Massachusetts, and Mr. MAYNARD were ap- 
pointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported that there were—ayes 76, noes 51. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. CONGER. I moveto amend by adding 
to the pending paragraph the following addi- 


| tional proviso: 


Provided further, That any such ends, clippings, or 
puncbingg, cut, stamped, or partially prepared for any 
article of manufacture so attempted to be entered 
shall be forfeited to the United States. 


Mr. KELLOGG. I beg leave to say that 
that is covered by the existing law. 


Mr. CONGER. The gentleman is mistaken. - 
The law does not embrace such cases as these. - 
On agreeing to the amendment, there were— `: 


ayes 81, noes 44; no quorum voting. 


Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Concer and | 


Mr. INGERSOLL were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 73, noes 4; no quorum voting. 
The hour of half past four o’clock p. m. 
having arrived, the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union, pursuant to order |, 


of the House, took a recess until half past seven 
o'clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 
At half past seven o'clock p. m. the Com- 


i| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


resumed its session, (Mr. WHEELER in the 
chair,) and proceeded with the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing 
laws relating to the duty on imports, and for 
oses, 

Mr. ST 
rise. The chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means is uot present. | 

Mr. CESSNA. L[bope the motion will not 
be agreed to. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 
is upon an amendment of the gentleman from 
Michigan, [Mr. Concer, ] which will be again 
reported by the Clerk. l ia 

Mr. CONGER. I send to the Clerk a copy 
of my amendment as I have modified it. It 
differs slightly from the form in which I offered 
it before the recess. i 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Add to the paragraph the following: nee 

Provided further, That any such ends, clippings, 
or punchings which shall have been cut, stamped, or 
partially prepared for any article of manufacture, 
and which shall be entered or attempted to be en- 
tered under this subdivision shall be forfeited to the 
United States. ; 2 


Mr. DAWES. I would like to suggest to 
the gentleman from Michigan—— 


The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order. 
Debate on this paragraph has been closed by 
order of the House. 

Mr. DAWES. I suppose it is in order to 
move an amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is. 

Mr. DAWES. The amendment which [ 
i| would propose is to insert after the word 
‘t entered,” in the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Michigan, the words ‘in violation 
i of this act.” ; 
| Mr. CONGER. I think the gentleman will 
| find that the amendment as I have now drawn 
it meets the difficulty which he suggests. 

Mr. DAWES. I am in favor of the object 
: which the gentleman seeks to accomplish. 
The only question is whether the language of 
the amendment will accomplish that object. 

Mr. CONGER. I believe, Mr. Chairman, 
the gentleman’s amendment is not in order at 
present. When the committee took its recess 
the House was dividing by tellers upon my 
amendment and the result of the vote had not 
been announced. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is cor- 
rect. The tellers will take their places. The 
gentleman from lilinois [Mr. Hawer] will 
act as teller in the place of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. INGERSOLL, ] who is absent. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported—ayes 75, noes 10; no quorum 
voting. 

TheCHAIRMAN. No quorum having voted, 
the rule requires that the roll shall be called 
and the absentees reported to the House. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The roll was called; when the following- 
named members failed to answer: 

Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Ames, Armstrong, Arnell, 
Axtell, Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Barry, 
| Benjamin, Biggs, Boles, Booker, Bowen, Buck, 
Burchard, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick 
‘ R. Butler, Churchill, William T. Clark, Sidney 

Clarke, Cleveland, Clinton L. Cobb, Conner, Covode, 
:..Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Davis, Degener, Dickinson, 

Dixon, Dockery, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Eldridge, Farns- 
‘worth, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, Fox, Garfield, Getz, 
Gibson, Griswold, Haldeman, Hale, Hambleton, 
Hamill, Hamilton, Harris, Hawkins, Hays, Heaton, 
Heflin, Hoge, Holman, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Jenckes, 
| Thomas L. Jones, Ketcham, Knott, Laflin, Lash, 
Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, Marshall, Mayham, 
McCrary, McGrew, McKenzie, McNeely, Milnes, 
' Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, 
Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, 
‘! Morrissey, Mungen, Negley, Paine, Palmer, Platt, 
|: Poland, Porter, Potter, Prosser, Reeves, Rice, Ridg- 
1! way, Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Schumaker, 
i! Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, 
Shober, Slocum, Jobn A. Smith, William J. Smith, 
Worthington C. Smith, William Smyth, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Strader, Strickland, Swann, Sweeney, Taffe, 
Taylor, Erimble, Tyner, Upson, Van Auken, Van 
Horn, Van Trump, Voorhees, Ward, Calwalader C. 
Washburn, Wilkinson, Williams, Eugene M. Wil- 
son, J obn T: Wilson, Winchester, Wood, and Wood- 
ward. . 

The committee then rose; and Mr. Dawes 
having taken the chair as Ton pro tempore, 
Mr. WHEELER reported that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union hav- 
ing, according to order, had the Union gen- 
|| erally under consideration,’ and particularly 
House bill No. 1068, to amend existing laws 
|| relating to the duty on imports, and for other 
purposes, and finding itself without a quorum, 
‘| he had, under the rule, caused the roll to be 
called, and now reported the names of the 
absentees to be entered upon the Journal of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No quorum 
having answered, no. motion is now in order 
except to adjourn or that there be a call of the 


House. 

Mr. DICKEY. I move that there be a call 

of the House. __ 
The motion was agreed to. 


- The Clerk proceeded to call the roll; and 
the following members failed to answer to their 
names: 


Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Ames, Arnell, Axtell, 
Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Barry. Biggs, Boles, 
Booker, Bowen, Burr, Penjamin F. Butler, Church- 
ill, William T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, 
| Clinton L, Cobb, Covode Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Davis, 
i! Dockery, Duval, Dyer, Bla, Eldridge, Farnsworth, 
i! Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, Fox, Garfield, Haldeman, Male, 
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Hawkins, Hays, Hez- 


Van 
Wil- 


The SPEAKER, pro tempore. 


ceedings under thè call be dispensed with. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the names of 
the absentees for excuses. 

Gronce M. Apams. No excuse offered. 

OAKES AMES. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. 
my colleague, Mr. AȚmEsS, is absent on leave. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I should like to have that 
verified by the Journal. 

Mr. 
He is absent from the city. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I object to excusing any 


one absent from the city except absent on | 


leave. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
informed that Mr. AMES is not excused by order 
of the House. 


Mr. CONGER. Is not Mr. Ames serving | 


on a committee which has leave to sit during 
the session of the House? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I hope somè reason will 
be assigned for excusing Mr. ANES ; some good 
and sufficient reason. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. The gentleman, from | 
‘Ohio ought to know that Mr. Anes would not | 


be absent from the House of Representatives 
without good and sufficient reason. - 
Mr, SCHENCK. Ido not know any such 


thing. E : 3 
Mr. BINGHAM: I desire to say that I kiow 
very well that Mr, Amts for some time—— 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is no 
motion pending. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I am going to makea | 


motion. I move that Mr. Amts be excused 
for the reason that I know that he Has been 
unwell for some time and under treatment of 
a physician, | AL ; 

Mr. O'NEILL. Where is the certificate? _ 

Mr. PETERS. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio{Mr. Brvcuan] allow me to ask whether 
it would not be better for Mr. Amts to make 
his own excuse at a subsequent period than to 
set arf example of disposing of the list of 
absentees in this way ?. f T 

Mr. SCHENCK. If my collëagie [Mr. 
Brnettam] states of his own knowledge that 
Mr. Amts is absent on account of illness, then 
I think wé.should excuse him, 


Mr. PETERS. He is out of the city on 


business. 


Mr. SCHENCK. if the gentlanian is weil | 


enough to be out of thé city on hig own busi- 
ness, and making money, he is well enough to 
be here. ea a : 

Mr. BINGHAM. f withdraw thé totioa 
for the present, 

Samugn B. AXTELL, , _ ar 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr.. AXTELL is absent on 
leave. i eee : 
Ricwarp S. AYER. VORTA 
Mr.. PETERS. I think, bat ata: Wét ‘súre, 


that Mr. AYER is absent on leave. 

ALEXANDER H. Barty, 0 

Mr. GRISWOLD: I understand that Mr. 
Barty has leave of dbsetios on account of 
sickness. 
| Mr. KELSEY.. He. has been confined, I 
believe; for several wéeks. . aa 
Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Battery has indefinite 
eave of absence. | 

Nartuanren P, Banks. Absent on leave. 


The Door- | 
keeper is directed to close the doors, and the | 
names of absentees will be called for excuses. ; 

Mr. STILES. I move that all further pro- ` 


I think . 


ALLISON. I move that he be excused. ` 


Heyry W. Barry. : 
Mr. PERCE. I begto state that Mr. Barry 
started from the hotel with me to come to the 


` to come. I move that Mr. Barry be excused. 
“The motion was agreed to. 

THomas Botes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 

has leave of absence by order of the House. 

' Gzorce W. Booxer. Absent on leave. . 
C. C. Bowex. Absent on leave. 
AsertG. Burr. Absent on leave. 
Bexsamin F. BUTLER. 


' leave. 

_ The SPEAKER pro tempore. I understand 
' that Mr. Burner is excused from and after 
i: to-morrow. , D 

Mr. SCHENCK. That is no excuse for 

» to-night. 
: Joun C. CuorcHItLL. Absent on leave. 
Wiuram T. Cark. Absent ot lèave. 
Sipvey CLARKE. No excuse offered. 
Orestes CLEVELAND. No excuse offered. 
Cuinxron L. Cons. No excuse offered. 
| Joun Covopr. 
Lo Mr. CESSNA, 


noes not counted. 
‘| So Mr. Covone was exéused. 


|i Georce W. CowLes. No excuse offered. 
Samven S. Cox. No excuse offeted. 
Joun M. Cress: 
Mr. McNEELY. Mr. OREBS is absent on 
leave. 
' Noan Davis: No excuse offered. 
Ottver H. Dockery. No excuse offered. 
-Isaac H. Duyar: - x 
Mr. WITCHER. Mr. Dovat is absent oh 
leave, 
, Dav P. Dyer. 
i Mr. BURDETT. 
i is absent on leave. . 
ji. Jacos H. ELA. 
| Mr. BENTON. Mt. Erais absent on ledve. 
The SPEAKER p tempore. 
informed that Mr. ia ig not absent on leave. 
Mr. BENTON. 


My colleague, Mr. DYER, 


| not able to. get away yesterday aid has gone 
to-night. He had leave of absence: - I heard 
it given. z 


Tuomas W. Ferry. Nö excuse offered. 
Joun FISHER. i 


| I desire to say that. I know of my own knowl- 
edge that he is sick. I move that He be ex- 
cused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

- Tuomas Frrott. No excuse offered. 

Joun Fox. No excase offered. . 

JAMES A. GARFIELD. Noexeuse offered: 

Ricuarp J. HALDEMAN. No excuse offered. 

Evcexe Hare. No excuse offered. 

Sastcen HamBreEton. ; 

Mr. ARCHER. My colleague, Mr: Haw- 
BLETON, was Called off suddenly this evening, 
He has had a member of his family sick for 
some weeks. I move that he be extused. ` 

The motion wis dgreed to. 

Cuakres M. Hamrrron, No excise öffered. 
` Grorce E. Harris. No excuse offered. 

Isaac R. Hawxins. - No excuse offered. 

CHARLES HAYS. . 2 

Mr. BUCK. I beliévé Mt. Hays is absent 
on leave. Y , 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
not informed by thé Clerk that he is abseñt on 
leave. -, .., DONS , i 
- Mr. BUCK. -Bome time since he obtained 
indefinite leave of absericé on account of sick: 
ness in his family, although he has been here 
a great portion of the time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
| so informed by the Clerk. - 


Mr. Bores | 


The Chair is ! 


: be excused. 


{ 
| 
ji 
ji 
| 
! 
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Mr. TWICHELL. Mr. Burer is absent on | 


April 22, 


- Davıp Heaton. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. Mr. Hgg 
TON is unwell and has been for some time, and 


House, but returned, saying he was too unwell || is not able to be out in the evening. I move 


that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Rosert S. Hernix. No excuse offered. 

Soromow L. Hoce. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I move that Mr. Hocy 
He has been sick for a number 
of days, and I know he is not able to be out. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Gites W. Horcugiss. 

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Hotcuxiss’s health 


: has been poor for a long time, and he is not 


I move that Mr. Covobe be |! l 
excused. He is absent on account of sickness. | ‘Saye. 


i ‘The motion was agreed to—ayes sixty-three, | 


I ascertained that he had f . HALBERT E. PAINE. 


leave of absence. from yesterddy, bút hë was || 


Cuanres A. Eivkibet. No extnsé offered. | 


Mr. BENNETT. In behalf of Mr. Fisper 


| 


j: 


|. [Laughter. } 


` able to attend night sessions. 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


l 
i 
t 


I move that he 
be excused. l 
The motion was agreed to. 


Tomas A. Jexckes. No excuse offered, 
Tuomas L. Jones. No excuse offered. 

J. Proctor Knorr. No excuse offered. 
IsrarL G. Lasu. No excuse offered. 
Wittram Lovcuripce. Noexense offered. 
Joun Lyncw. No excuse offered. 
STEPHEN L. MAYHAN. 


Mr. CALKIN. Mr. Mayuax is absent on 


Georce W. McCrary. No excuse offered. 

James C. McGrew. Absent on leave. 

J. L. Morris. Absent on leave. 

Lewis McKewziz. No excuse offered. 

Witu1am Minnes. No excuse offered. 

DANIEL J. MORRELL. 

Mr. DICKEY. My colleague, Mr. Mor- 
RELL, applied for and obtained leave of ab- 
gence on and after to-morrow. 

Mr. SCHENCK. That is not to-night. 

Mr. DICKEY. And he took advantage of 
the train to-niglit to go home in time toattend 
the wedding of his only daughter. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. That is a good excuse. 


Mr. DICKEY. I therefore move that my 
colleague be excused, 

The motion was agréed to. 

Jonn Morrissey. Absent on leave. 

Witiram Mouncen. No excuse offered. 

James S. Neciry. No excuse offered. 


Mr. LOGAN. 
éxcused. 
The motion was agreed to. ' 


James H. Prarr, No excuse offered. 

Luxe P. Potaxd. No excuse offered. 

CHARLES H. Porrer. Absent on leave. 

CLARKSON N. Porrer. Absent on leave. 

WILLIAM F. Prosser. 
. Mr. KELLOGG. I move that Mr. Prosser 
be excused. I know that he is not able to be 
out of his room to-night: . 

The motion wds agreed to, 

Heyry A. Reeves. =f 

Mr. CALKIN. My colleague, Mr. REEVES, 
informed me this afternoon that he had leave 
of absence. i 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. Does the . 
Journal show that Mr. Pörrer has leave to he 


I move that Mr. PAINE be 


| absent? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
informed that there is no recotd of leave of 
absence being granted to Mr. Reeves or to Mr, 
POTTER. i i 

Joun M. Rice. Absent on leave. 

Rosert Rincway. Absent on leave. 

Loean H. Roors. No excuse offered. 

Joun Q. Scxumaxek. No excuse offered. 

Lione, A. SHELDON. No excuse offered. 

Wittiam C. SHerrop. No excuse offered. 

Francis E. Suoper. No excuse offered. 

Hexry W. SLocum. .No excuse offered. . 

Joun A. Smirk. No excuse offered. 

Witttam J. Smirna, No excuse offered. 

Wortuincton C. Site. No excuse offered. 

Jos E. STEVENSON. 

Mr. BURDETT. Iwälked hotné with Mr. 
STEVENSON to-niglit, and he informed me that 
hè felt unwell, and would not be able to be 


1870. 
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here this evening. I move that he be ex- 
cused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Wur.1am B. Stoxes. No excuse offered. 

Prerer W. STRADER. No excuse offered. 

RANDOLPH STRICKLAND. 

Mr. CONGER. My colleague, Mr. STRICK- 
LAND, has had leave of absence. 
know whether it has yet expired or not. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chairis 


informed that the leave expired on yesterday. `; 


I do not © Zop is such that he has not been able for some 


I move that he be | 


Mr. CONGER. I move that my colleague © 


be excus 


ed 
Mr. PETERS. Mr. STRICKLAND was in the | 


House to-day. 

The motion to excuse Mr. STRICKLAND was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. WINANS. I move that my colleague, 
Mr. Jons A. SMITH, be excused. Ihave no 
doubt he is now engaged in entertaining our 
friends from Ohio, who are here upon a visit. 

The motion to excuse was not agreed to. 

Wirus M. Sweeney. No excuse offered. 

Jous Tarre. No excuse offered. 

LawRENcE S. TRIMBLE. 


now present? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


resent. 
3 Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I move that 
all further proceedings under this call be dis- 
pensed with. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Oh, no. 
The motion was not agreed to. , 
Rozert T. Van Horn. No excuse offered. 
PHILADELPH VAN TRUMP. 
Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman from Ohio, 


Mr. Van Trump, is absent this evening on a | 


inission of charity, lecturing for the benefit of 
the St. Joseph Orphan Asylum. I move that 
he be excused. m i 
The motion was agréed to. 
Daniet W. Voorness. No excuse offered. 
Hamitton Warp. „No excuse offered. 
Morton S. Witzinsox. No excuse offered. 
Joun T. Wiusow. | 
Mr. BENTON. I move that Mr. Witson 
be excused. I know that he was unwell to-day 
in Committee of the Whole. 
_ Mr. WITCHER. [see him outside the door 
now. [Laughter.] 

The motion to exeuse was not agreed to. 

Borp Wincuester. No excuse offered. 

Fernanpo Woop. No excuse offered. 

Georce W. Woopwarp. 

Mr. DOX. Mr. Woopwakp has been unwell 
for several days; so much go that lie is unable 
to attend the session of the House to-night. I 
move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

_ Mr. TWICHELL. I ask leave of absence 
for my colleague, Mr. Brooxs, of Massachu- 
setts, until next Monday. He wishes to leave 
the city in the train this evening. 

The motion was agreed to. . 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker; is the roll- 
_ call concluded. , | 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is. 

_ Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the Speaker 
issue his warrant to the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
directing him to bring in the absentees. 

. The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is moved 
by tlie gentleman from Ohio [Mi. Scnencx] 
that thë Sergeant-at-Arins be directed to take 
into custody and bring to the bar of the House 
such members as are now absent without leave 

“of the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON. I move that Mr. Witsox, 
of Ohio, be excepted from this order. The 
gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. Wircuer] 
when I made my statement a few moments 
ago, misunderstood the, supposing I referred 
to Mr. Wincnestrer. As Mr. WILSON serves 
on the same committee with me, I know that 
-he had been unwell for several days past. 

The motiom was agreed to: 


No excuse offered. | 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is there a quorum | 


i 
ti 


| 


-| themselves very well. 
i, hardship on them to bring them down, 
l; hope my motion will be agreed to. 


_ | suggest to me to withdraw the motion; and I 
A quorum is | 


| [Mr. McCrary] be excused. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move'that 
my colleague, Mr. Cox, be excepted from this 
order. I have received a note from him, say- 
ing, “Iam sick; gone to bed. Up all night 
with the Ohio people.” [Laughter.] 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GRISWOLD. Thehealthof Mr. Sneg- 


time to be ont at nights. 
excused. 


The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. CALKIN. My colleague, Mr. Gris- 
WOLD, informed me to-day that he had been 


. thrown from a carriage this morning, and , 


injured. I move that he be excused. 
The motion was not agreed to. - 
Mr. JOHNSON. I move to excuse Mr.. 
Trimpte, Mr. Apaws, and Mr. WINCHESTER. 
I see that they are in the gallery enjoying 
It would be a great 


Mr. PETERS. Will the ladies in the ‘gal- 
lery excuse the gentlemen? [Laughter.] 
Mr. JOHNSON. My friendsall around me | 


| 
i 


will do so. 


of the House he had in custody, and now pre- 
sented at the bar, Mr, CLARKE of Kansas, Mr. 
Firon, Mr. Ponanp, Mr. Harris, Mr. McCrary, 
and Mr. HAMILTON. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Fitcu, 
| you have been absent from the session of the 
| House without its leave. What excuse have 
ou to offer? 

Mr. FITCH. I have noticed within the last 


seemed to have lost that active interest in the 
tariff that they had a week ago; and when I 
came here to-night I presumed that in conse- 


1 Mr. FITCH. 


taken by the House. Such things frequently 
occur, as gentlemen are aware. 

. Mr. JUDD. Then the gentleman should be 
in favor of a new draw for seats. [Laughter. | 

Mr. HARRIS. Last Monday morning, 1 
believe it was, a motion was made to draw for 
new seats. 

Mr. BOYD. 
excused. 

Mr. FITCH. I move that he be fined ten 
dollars for ‘‘swinging round the circle.” 
[Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
cannot recognize the gentleman from Nevada 
until he has paid his fine. [Renewed laughter. ] 
I have settled with the Ser- 


I move that the gentleman be 


geant-at- Arms. 


Mr. SARGENT. It seenis to me that the 


' excuse offered by the gentleman from Missis- 


The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the bar, ji 
and announced that in pursuance of the order |; 


few days that the Pennsylvania delegation |; 


quence of their absence there might be no , 
quorum present; so I stepped below and took | 


Pennsylvania delegation. [Laughter. ] i 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
is on the motion of the gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania, that the gentleman from Nevada be 


fined ten dollars. 
The motion was agreed to. 


TheSPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. McCrary, 
you have been absent from the session of the 
House without its leave. What excuse have 
you to offer? 

Mr. McCRARY. I think, Mr. Speaker, the 
House ought to apologize to me. I came here 
last everting and the House had adjourned. I 
came again this evening and the doors, just a 
minate or two before my arrival, had been 
locked ; I was kept waiting a long time outside 
before being permitted to enter the House for 
the purpose of discharging my duties. I think 
the House has treated me badly. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that my colleague 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move to amend the 
motion so as to fine the gentleman ten dollars 
for being absent without leave. Ce 

The amendment of Mr. Scuexck was agreed 
to; and the motion of Mr. ALLISON as amended 
was adopted. : 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. HARRIS, 
House without its leave 
to offer? 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I occupy a 
seat oh the extretie outer circle of this House, 
and this morning when a vote was taken in 
reference to a night sessivh there was 80 thuch 
confusion, so much noise By the noisy gëntle- 
men who occtipy seats betweén me and the 
Speaker, that it was utterly impossible for me 
to hear what was going on or what action was 


; what excuse have you 


The question | 


you have been absent from this session of the || 


' be fined ten dollars. 


| forty-five per cent. ad valorem. 


| sion of the House without its leave: 
i excuse have you to offer? 


sippi is an evasion. I think unless he offers 
some excuse satisfactory to the good sense of 


I this House that he should be fined ten dollars, 


and I make that motion. 


_ The SPEAKER pro tempore. Unless the 


‘House shall order otherwise, the Chair will not 


‘recognize any gentleman who has been fined 
until evidence has been presented to his satis- 
faction of his having actually paid the fine. 
If the House orders otherwise the Chair will 
obey the order of the House. 

Mr. PERCE. I understood Mr. Harris was 
excused. 

Mr. SARGENT. I believe I moved an 
amendment to the motion excusing him, that 
he be fined ten dollars. 

Mr. CONGER. I movea substitute for that 
motion, that the further consideration of this 
case be postponed until the next drawing of 
seats in this House. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. ALLISON. That motion is not in 


order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Nothing is 
in order but to execute the order of the House, 
that there shall be a call of the House, and to 
liear the excuses of the members brought in 


i under arrest by the Sergeant-at-Arms.: 


a bath. us i 
Mr. KELLEY. I move that the gentleman | 
be fined ten dollars for misapprehending the |: 


The. question. recurred on Mr. SARGENT’ 
amendment, and it was agreed to. : 
The motion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr. Hamit- 
ron, of Florida, you have been absent from this 
session of the House without its leave. What 
excuse have you to offer? ; 

Mr. HAMILTON. A business engagement 
with otie of my constituents detained me for 
some time, and I have been waiting outside of 
the House to get in. I found the doors of the 
House closed, and have been unable to get in. 
, Mr.. ALLISON. Thatis.a good excuse; and 
I move that he be excused. ; i 

Mr. KELSEY. I movethat his constituent 
[Laughter. } 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move as an amend- 
ment to his being excused that he be fined ten 
dollars. {Laughter.] — 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The motion, as amended, was then agreed to, 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. POLAND, 


8 


, of Vermont, you have been absent from this 
session of the House without its leave. 
' excuse have you to offer? 


What 
Mr. POLAND. I was invited with my wife 


| to visit thy minister this evening, and I went 
| with her and ctt my visit as short as possible, 


for the purpose of being here to attend to busi- 


: ness, but unfortunately was a minute too late. 


Mr. STILES. I move the gentleman be 


éxecused., 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I move that he be fined 
(Laughter. ] 
Mr. RANDALL. I move that he be excused 
on the payment of the usual fees. 
The motion was agreed to. : 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. CLARKE, 
of Kantas; you have been absent from wi e 
hat 


Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
was laboring under the same misapprehension 
in reference to this matter that the gentleman 
from Nevada (Mr. Frrcu]} was. On retiring 
from the afternoon session of the House, as is 
my usual custom, I purchased a copy of the 


Evening Star near the main entrance to the | 
Cupitol, and read among the first articles that | 


the Pennsylvania delegation in the House, in 


consequence of the action taken on the iron | 
question, bad become dissatisfied with the tariff | 


bill and were about to make a motion to lay the 
bill upon the table. Inasmuch as I believe 
what read in the newspapers, and knowing the 
order of the House was that no other business 
should be presented this evening for consider- 
ation but the tariff bill, I very naturally fell 
into this mistake. 

Mr. RANDALL, I move the gentleman be 
fined ten dollars. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I have notclosed. 
As soon as I was aware that there was to be a 
session of the House I hurried with all possi- 
ble dispatch to the Capitol. 

Mr. DICKEY. As the gentleman has evi- 


dently attempted to dodge the tariff issue, I , 


move that he be fined ten dollars. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared and i 


announced that, pursuant to the order of the |! 
House, he had in custody at the bar of the House |: 


Mr. Hawxrns, Mr. Chevenanp, Mr. WINcHEs- 


TER, Mr. Apams, Mr. STRICKLAND, and Mr. | 


TRIMBLE. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Haw- 
KINS, you have been absent from the sessions 
of this House without its leave. What excuse 
have you to offer? 

Mr. HAWKINS. I have only to say this: 


that yesterday General Necury, of Pennsyl- |: have you to offer? 


vania, came to me and stated he had some 
business which made it necessary that he should 
be absent for a day or two, and he would feel 
obliged if I would pair with him, which I 
agreed to do. And supposing that we woùld 
have about as much discussion before anything 
would be done here as we have been-in the 
habit of having lately, I just happened not to 
hurry up very much, and when I arrived I 
found the door closed. 

Mr. KELSEY. I move that the gentleman 
be excused on the ground that he was paired. 
Being paired, I think he had aright to beabsent 
from the House. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I move, in amendment, | 8th. Then I have to say in relation to my 


| absence that I was paired with Mr. MAYHAM, 


that Mr. Hawkins be fined ten dollars, 
The amendment was adopted. 
The motion, as amended, was adopted. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. CLEVE- 
LAND, you have been absent from the sessions 
of this House without its leave. What excuse 
have you to offer? 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I have been absent for 
a very small part of a session of the House, 
Mr. Speaker. I was here very shortly after the 
session commenced, but the door was closed, 
and I was not permitted to enter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. What is the 
order of the House? 

Mr. HAIGHT. As my colleague from New 
Jersey [Mr. CLEVELAND] has a good general 
knowledge of the tariff question I think it is 
indispensable that he should be here when 


the tariff is under discussion. I therefore 
move that he be fined fifteen dollars and 


costs. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK. I would suggest that in 
consideration of the gentleman's good char- 
acter the fine be limited to five dollars. 

Mr. STILES. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [ihe Haieut] that 
he amend his motion so as to make the fine 
ten dollars without costs. 

Mr. HAIGHT. I accept the gentleman’s 
suggestion, and ask leave of the House to make 
that amendment. 

There was no objection. 
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Mr. CLEVELAND. Mr. Speaker, am I 
permitted to say anything? - 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man is not permitted to address the House 


while in contempt. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. The Chair asked me 


for reasons, and being prepared to give them | 


I will give them if permitted. 

Mr. Hatcut’s motion, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
CHESTER, you have been absent from the ses- 
sions of this House without its leave. What 
excuse have you to offer? 


Mr. WINCHESTER. On account of the 


state of my health I have been unwilling to | 


come out at night, 

Mr. STILES. 
be excused. It is known to the House that 
the gentleman has been very unwell for a 
month or two. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
you have been absent from the sessions of this 
House without its leave. 
you to offer? 


Mr. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I had no in- ` 


' tention whatever of absenting myself from the 


i 


! 


House this evening, and arrived here imme- | 
| diately after the call of the House had been | 


I endeavored to gain admittance at 
I was a little 


ordered. 
the door, but could not get in. 


tardy in coming to the session, but had no '' 


intention of being absent. 

Mr. ORTH. I move that the gentleman be 
fined ten dollars. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. STRICK- 


| LAND, you have been absent from the sessions || 


of this House without its leave. What excuse 


Mr. STRICKLAND. Iam not quite certain 


that I have been absent without leave. I think 
my time of leave has not expired. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is |; 


informed that the gentleman was excused for 


two weeks from the 7th instant, and that his | 


leave of absence expired yesterday. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. 
found that the leave of absence dates from the 
8th instant. That is my recollection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
informed that the record shows that the gen- 
tleman was excused on the 7th. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. Isapposed it was the 


of New York, so that I could not vote on the 
tariff bill, and therefore I remained at my 
room, understanding that no other business 
would be done, for some time in the evening, 


when I came here voluntarily. I will state |; 


further that I have been absent for two weeks, 
and my mail had accumulated very largely. 


My district is very large, and I was compelled | 


to attend to my correspondence. 

Mr. PETERS. I move that the gentleman 
be excused on his first reason and not on his 
second. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. KERR. I move as an amendment that 
he be fined ten dollars. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The motion, as amended, wasthen agreed to. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. TRIMBLE, | 


you haye been absent from the session of the 
House without its leave. What excuse have 
you to offer? 


Mr. TRIMBLE. I have leave of absence 


for three weeks, and have been expecting to go 
to Kentucky. I reached the House just at the 
time the doors were closed and could not get 
in, and I went into the gallery, the next nearest 


place. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is | 


informed that the record shows the gentleman 
to have leave of absence for three weeks. 

Mr. SHANKS. Then I 
(Laughter. ] i 


Mr. Wix- : 


I move that Mr. WINCHESTER 


Mr. ADAMS, ` 


What excuse have - 


I think it will be | 


move that he retire. i 


April 22, 


Mr. KERR. Irise to a question of order, 
It is this: that the return of a member after a 
leave of absence terminates the leave, whether 
it be within the time for which he had leave or 
after the time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is not 
a question of order, but a reason to be sub- 
mitted to the House upon the motion to excuse 
the gentleman. 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire to suggest that his 
return in custody does not close the leave, 
There must be evidence that he came volun- 
tarily. 
| Mr. TRIMBLE. 

(| Mr. WINANS. 

be fined ten dollars. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I ask a division on that 
question, and I ask that the House be informed 
that it appears by the Journal that the gentles 
/man from Kentucky was absent by leave of 
; the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
has already stated to the House that it appears 
by the Journal that the gentleman was excused 
on a given day for three weeks. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I ask a division of the 
question whether the Honse will fine a mem- 
ber for being absent by its leave. 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire to inquire whether 
the fact is that the gentleman has returned 

, since he got his leave and has been participat- 

i ing in the sessions of the House. 

i Mr. CLEVELAND. Mr. 

[Cries of *‘ Order l? “ Order !’’] 

Mr. BENTON. Iriseto a point of order. 
; The gentleman cannot address the House until 
; he has paid his fine. 
| The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
l overrules the point of order, the gentleman 
| having paid his fine. [Laughter.] 

' Mr. CLEVELAND. I move as an amend- 

| ment to the pending motion that none of the 

l 


I came voluntarily. 
I move that the gentleman 


Speaker— 


fines be remitted, but that they be applied to the 
[ Laughter. ] 
Lhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
i: decides that the amendment is not in order, as 
‘it is not germane to the pending motion, which 
: ig that Mr. TRIMBLE be fined ten dollars. 

The question was put; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I now move that the gen- 
| tleman be excused. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared, and 
announced that in pursuance of the order of 
the House he had in custody at the bar of the 
House Mr. SCHUMAKER. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Scuu- 
|| MAKER, you have been absent from the sessions 
of the House without its leave. What excuse 
: have you to offer? 

Mr. SCHUMAKER. I have no excuse at 
all, only that I was late at dinner. That is all. 

Mr. CALKIN. I move that the gentleman 
be fined ten dollars. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I move to reconsider 
_the several votes by which fines have been 
: imposed, and to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That motion 
is not now in order. 

Mr. STILES. I move that all further pro- 
; ceedings under this call be dispensed with. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I hope not. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I move to reconsider 
; the various votes of the House to-night im- 
|; posing fines on members for being absent with- 
| out leave; and I also movethat the motion to 
| reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


| Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I move 
, that the remaining absentees without leave be 
!| brought to the bar of the House to-morrow. 

Mr. KELSEY. Oh, no; let as get through 
ii with this to-night. 


payment of the national debt. 


l — ee 
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Mr. SCHENCK. 
any other business. 
Mr. KELSEY. 

with this to-night. 
The motion of Mr. Hoorer, of Massachu- . 
setts, was not agreed to. 


After the lapse of some minutes, 

Mr. SCHENCK said: I move that the war- 
rant of the Speaker be issued to compel the 
attendance of members who have not been ex- 
cused trom attendance by order of the House, 
and that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to 
bring them to the bar of the House to-mor- 
row at one o'clock, at which time their cases 
shall be disposed of; and that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call shall be dispensed with 


I hope we will get through | 


in the mean time, except for the disposition of |: 


the cases of those thus brought to the bar. 
Nr. PETERS. 


We cannot proceed to | Mr. NIBLACK. I would inquire of the 
|| Chair whether it would be coinpetent for us 


I would suggest to the gen- ': 


tleman to modify his motion, so as to avoid | 


the expense on the part of the Sergeant-at- 


Arms of going out of the city for absent mem- ` 


bers. Let his motion be confined to those 
members who are iu the city, and who are 
absent without leave. * 


Mr. ALLISON. The Sergeant-at-Arms can | 


exercise some discretion. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that all further 
proceedings under this call be dispensed with, 
except so far as relates to the disposition of the 
cases of those absent without excuse; and as 


to those I move that the warrant of the Speaker || 
be issued, and that those absentees be brought | 


to the bar of the House to-morrow at one 
o'clock. 

Mr. LOGAN. 
ceedings under this call be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
to dispense with all further proceedings under 
this call takes precedence. 

Mr. SARGENT. I would suggest that after 
those members who happened to be but a few 
moments late and who were found by tke Ser- 
geant-at-Arms at the doors of this Hall have 


I move that all further pro- . 


The motion | 


{ 


been fined ten dollars each we ought not now | 
to dispense with all farther proceedings under : 


this call, and thereby let off those who have 


not even left their residences to come here | 


to-night. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Does the gentleman ` J 


from California [Mr. SARGENT] suppose that 
these fines are not going to be all remitted? I: 


did not suppose any member could be green |; 


enough to suppose that. 
Mr. SARGENT. 


rule of the House enforced to-night by your- ‘| caught for seven years to come. 


| Mr. ELDRIDGE. Having paid my fine, I || 


self, Mr. Speaker, no one who has been fined 
will be recognized to address the House or to 
ae a motion, or vote, until his fine has been 
pai . 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. They will all be 
remitted to-morrow, every one of them. 

Mr. SCHENCK. No, sir. 

Mr. SARGENT. A motion to reconsider 
the votes imposing the fines has been laid on 
the table. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Very well; I can | 


move to-morrow to remit the fines; that would 
not be a reconsideration. | 

Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman could not ' 
do that without unanimous consent, and if I 
am present, as I intend to be, I will object. 
Further, these proceedings must not be turned 
into a farce. They should be seriously meant 
to enforce the right of the House to have the 
attendance of its members, and as far as I am 
concerned they shall be. 

Mr. BECK. I ask that my colleague, Mr. 
Tuomas L. Jones, be excused for not being 


in attendance here to-night, although prezent _ 


here during the day for the last two days. But 
he has been sick for the last two weeks, and 
is really not able to be out of his room at 
night, and hardly in the day-time. 

The motion to excuse was agreed to. 


The question recurred upon the motion of | 


1 


Mr. Logan, to dispense with all fa 


I rther pro- 
ceedings under this call. 


i 


' to proceed with any other businessin the mean 


v time if we dispense with further proceedings 


under the call? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
is of opinion that if either the motion of the 
gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. Logan] or the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 


Scuencx] shall be adopted, it will then be | 
competent to proceed to the consideration of . 


other business. 


The question was then taken upon the motion ` 
of Mr. Locay, that all further proceedings 


under this call be dispensed with ; and it was 
. not agreed to. 
` ‘The question recurred upon the motion of 
. Mr. SCHENCK. 
>. Mr. SCHENCK. I will withdraw the 
motion for the present, as I see two or three 
prisoners at the bar. [Laughter. ] 

The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared at the 
bar, and announced that in pursuance of the 
order of the House he had in custody and now 
i presented at the bar Mr. ELDRIDGE, Mr. HALE, 

and Mr. SHOBER. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Eup- 
RIDGE, you have been absent from the session 
. of the House without its leave. What excuse 
have you to offer? 


came here to-night and found the doors closed. 


‘and could not find any place where I could 
get in. 
A MemBer. You did get in. [Laughter. ] 


' that I might find the Sergeant-at-Arms. I found 
! him, and he conducted me into the House. I 


Davis, who is now dead and gone, I can only 
say ‘‘ pecccvi.” 

Mr. HAIGHT.. I move that the gentleman 
‘ be fined ten dollars. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Har, 


House without its leave. What excuse have 
ou to offer? 

i Mr. HALE. I have not, Mr. Speaker, as 
' the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. ELDRIDGE} 
| has, any extensive experience in this House 
to go back on. He says that this is the first 


I understand that by the ` time he has been caught in seven years. I can 


| only say that this is the last time I shall be 


suppose I have the right to speak. I wish 
to say that I hope the gentleman will not be 
here seven years from now, unless he changes 
his politics. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. PETERS. As my colleague [ Mr. Hate] 
, isyoung, I move that he be excused on the 
payment of five dollars. 

Mr. HALE. Oh, no; Ido not plead youth. 


i Mr. JUDD. I rise to a pointof order. The 
gentleman at the bar was interrupted before he | 


| had finished his statement. 


definite excuse to give than that I was some- 
| how or other a good deal longer in getting 
here than I expected to be when I started. 
(Laughter. ] 

Mr. GRISWOLD. I move to amend the 
motion of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Peters] so as to make the fine ten dollars. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the 
motion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Soper, 
you have been absent from the segsion of the 
House without its leave. What excuse have 
you to offer? 


about to start to come to the session of the 
House to-night I was met at my lodgings by 
an old friend, whom I had not seen for many 
years, and who wished to see me on some spe- 
cial business. We were in conversation for 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, this is the ` 
first time I have been caught in seven years. l- 


I went all around the House trying to get in | 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. At lastit occurred to me | 


am here, and, in the language of Henry Winter | 


i you have been absent from the session of the || 


Mr. HALE. Well, I have not any more |i 


Mr. SHOBER. Mr. Speaker, when I was | 


on time; and on coming to the House I 
found that the call had proceeded thus far. T 
, sought the Sergeant-at-Arms At once and came 
roan. 
ʻi Mr. STILES. 
i; be excused. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. CESSNA. I move that the gentleman 
be discharged on the payment of the cost. He 
has heen a member for a few days only. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to amend so as 
to provide that the gentleman be excused on 
the payment of ten dollars. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the 
motion as amended was agreed to. 


The Sergeant-at- Arms again appeared at the 
bar, and announced that, in pursuance of the 
order of the House, he had in custody, and 
now presented at the bar Mr. ARNELL. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. ARNELL, 
you have been absent from the session of the 
House without its leave. What excuse have 
‘you to offer? 

Mr. ARNELL. Mr. Speaker, I have two 
. excuses to offer. The first is that I was thor- 
oughly disgusted with the manner in which the 
tariff bill was being treated by the House. The 
second excuse I holdin my hand—a ten-dollar 
note. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. FITCH. I move that the gentleman be 
fined fifteen dollars for being ‘‘ disgusted ”’ with 
the tariff. {Laughter.] 

Mr. BENTON. I move to amend so as to 
ii provide that the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. ARNELL] be excused on the payment of 
; a fine of ten dollars. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the 
: motion as amended was agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Before renewing my mo- 
tion, I will inquire whether there are any other 
; prisoners that can be brought to the bar now? 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Sergeant- 
at-Arms informs the Chair that the messengers 
: are out for others; but none are now ready to 
be brought to the bar. Does the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] renew his motion? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I would prefer to sus- 
pend, so as to dispatch this whole business, if 
| possible, to-night. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that all the votes 
by which fines were imposed be reconsidered ; 
and that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latier motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STRICKLAND. I wish to ask the 
| gentleman from Ohio to modify his motion 
so as to name Monday instead of to-morrow. 
Iclaim that the gentlemen now absent and out 
of the city without leave of the House are more 
culpable than those who are inthe city. If 
any member has gone away without leave of 
the House, I want the Sergeant-at-Arms shall 
| have time to reach him. Those who were a 
| little tardy in coming to the House this evening 
and were kept out by the doors being closed, 
are Jess guilty than those who have gone away 
without leave. If permitted I will move Tues- 
| day instead of to-morrow. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am perfectly satisfied 
we ought to go as far with this matter as pos- 
| sible to-night. It will be the loss of a day 
| which may be devoted to business of the House 
if this matter be postponed until to-morrow. 
I therefore withdraw the motion, and move an 
intermission of twenty minutes, if agreeable 
i to gentlemen. 

Mr. LOGAN. Let us have general debate. . 

Mr. SCHENCK. At the request of gentle- 
men around me, and understanding that the 
|| Sergeant-at-Arms in the course of twenty min- 
utes can have a number of other absentees at 
the bar, I move, by unanimous consent, the 
next twenty minutes be devoted to general 
debate on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ARNELL. I object. l 

Mr. ALLISON. I move thatthe further 
|; consideration of this call be postponed for an 
i hour and that in the mean time we go into 


I move that the gentleman 
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the Committee of the Whole on the state of | It is distinotly laid down in the rules that it is | Merour, Eliakim Li. Moore, William Moore, Samuel 


the Union, on the tariff. lı not in order for the House to take a recess || B. Morrill, Ayora U'A Dgo i a Tacker, 
oh IIN f : i z \f ` alimer, Porco, A otors, 2h Ss Pomeroy, Randall, 

Mr. FERRISS. I rise to a parliameutury ` during a call of the House, No motion ex- || Rovers, Sargent, Schenck, Schumaker, Scoleld. 
question. opt to adjourn can be entertained during the `| Shanks, Lionel A. Sholdon, Shober, Joseph S, Smith, 
Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the next call. 1 Worthington C. Smith, William Pmyth, Stevens, 
thirty minutes be devoted to speeches on the Mr. BINGHAM. I move that the House eee necro T nate Wiens een 
state of the Union, to be limited to three do now adjourn; and upon that motion I call Auken, Van Wyck, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wil- 
minutes each, for the yeas and nays. liam B. Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, Whitinore, 


Mr. FERRIS. I rise to a parliamentary Mr. ELDRIDGE, I rise to n privileged ey ie ca pa 
question, Will not the effect of that motion motion. I move that when the Houso ad- Nut VOTLNG—Mevsrs. Adams, Ambler, Ames, 
be to terminate all further proceedings under journs to night it adjourn to meet onthe Gth Axtell, Ayer, Builey, Banks, Bany, Disgs, Boles, 
this call? day of December next Booker, Bowen, George M, Brooks, Burr, Beniamin 
` ~ - nf SA Leas fa 3 z F. Butler, Churchill, William P. Chirk, Sidney 
Mr. CULLOM. We should keep to the he SPEAKER. The Chair must decide Clarke, Cleveland, Clinton L, Cobb, Covode, Cowles, 
business of executing the order of the House. that the motion of the gentleman from Wis- Cox, grebs, Davis, Dizon, Dockery. Duval, Dyer 
Mr. SCHENCK. Itis only in order to fill consin [Mr. Ecpripeg] isnot in order. Pend- beton, Taye. Heaton. Hleilin, Hoze, ihatenkive 
up the time that I have made the proposition. ing a call of the House no motion isin order Jonokes, ‘Thomas I. Jonos, Judd, Julian, Knott, 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Tho gentle- except a motion to adjourn or a motion to Lash, Logan, Loughridge, yach, Mayham, May- 
fi Ohi k nt fi d furth di : f nard, MeGrew, MeKenzie, Milnes, Jesse I Moore, 

man from Ohio asks unanimous cousent for suspend further proceedings in pursuance of Morgan, Morphia, Daniel J. Morrell, Morrissey, 


the proposition he bas intimated. the call. Mungon, Negley, Paino, Platt, Porter, Potter, 
Mr. ARNELL. | I object. The yeas and nays were ordered on the  jrece atti sherrads Shen, doln Ay Siili, 
Mre. SCHENCK. I withdraw the motion motion to adjourn. William J. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, Strader’ 


for the present. I move that only to fill up The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk Sweenoy, Tallo, Van Lorn, Van ‘trump, Voorhees, 


: en ca $ R -ate ; ; ; Ward, Wilkinson, John T. Wilson, Wood, and 
the time until the arrival of the Sergeant-at- will proceed to call the roll, and in doing 80 Woodward). t 


Arms with other absentees in custody. will omit the names of those members who he H fused i 
Mr. STILES. Task unanimous consent to have been found absent to-night without ex- S0 the House refused to adjourn, 

offer the following resolution. cuse, if they have not been reported at the Mr. RANDALL. 1 move that when the 
Mr. ARNELL. I object. Clerk’s desk as having paid the fines imposed House adjourns this evening it adjourn to 
Mr. ARCHER. Let it be read. on them. meet to-morrow morning ut eleven o'clock, ; 
The Clerk read as follows: Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I will not The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 


Resolved, Until otherwiseontered, the House meet report at the Clerk’s desk whether 1 have paid decides that that is not in order. No motion 
at cleven o'clock a. m., instead of twelve o'clock m. my fine or not. Iam not required byanyrule 18 10 order except to adjourn or to suspend the 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is not of the House todo so. I have paid my fine; proceedings in the call. ne 
in order: bat I do not believe that I am under any obli- Mr. SCHENCK. I would inquire whether 
Mr. JUDD. I move the following reso- tion to go to the Clerk’s desk and report that the Sergeant-at-Arms is ready to report the 


inks ‘act. presence of any more of the delinquents : 
ion The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is it in order to 
eid adi That wo bavo a redraw of seats. [Laugh- nan has miaunderitcea aiid stated by the move that when the House adjourns it adjourn 


JA z : Chair. The Chair has not directed any gentle- to meet on Monday next? : . 
aes ae a , ae ee eee ae Lask tobe men to go to the Clerk’s desk and report; bat The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not in 

: : he has directed the Clerk in calling the roll to order. : . 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is it not always in 


heard. : 
4 . ; omit the names of those who have not been 
ae SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not in reported at the Clerk's desk a having paid order to move to fix the time to which the 


n; their fines. House will adjourn ? ; 
gaara es ae oe 3 in prier to go to Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to know if I am The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not pending 
The SPE AKER vo tempore. It isnot in tO Pe deprived of my right to vote becanse the 2 call of the House, ioe 
ISS : P pore. Sergeant-at-Arms has neglected to report that Mr. FARNSWORTH. It is in order to 


order, , > : eee 

eet d I paid the ten dollars. move to adjourn, and to fix to what time the 

Poe cates Is it in order by unanimous Fhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- Toe will adjourn before the voteis taken on 
rhe S] r : man from Wisconsin is not in order. adjourning. 

The SPTARER prp tenor ee: H 1s nek, Mr. ELDRIDGE. I rise, as a question of The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pending a 


_ Mr. JUDD. Irise to a personal explana- order, to demand that I shall be allowed my call of the House it is not in order to move to 


thon ` p A R ; 
z z right to vote. adjourn to any particular time other than that 

Rs O onal York. I hope the The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- fixed by the order of the House previous to 
£ Mr. BINGHAM I move that the House T% from Wisconsin will take his seat. the call of the House. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will take my seat at Mr. FARNSWORTH. Why, it is a motion 


do now adjourn. the demand of the Chair, but I claim that I pertaining to the adjournment. After a mo- 


The cae = disagreed sie have a right to state my point of order. tion to adjourn ig made, a motion that when 
Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I move that The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- the House adjourns, it shall adjourn to a par- 
the House take a recess for twenty minutes, man will state his point of order. ticular time takes precedence of it, dnd is a 


Mr. JUDD. Has not the House adopted a Mr. ELDRIDGE. My point of order is, privileged motion. 
reso‘ation that the next thirty minutes shall be that I shall not be deprived of my right to The SPEAKER pro tempore. Itis the deci- 
devoted to general debate on the state of the vote because the Sergeant-at-Arms may have sion of the Chair that pending a call of the 


Union? neglected to report that I have paid my fine. House nothing except in execution of that 

_ The SPEAKER pro tempore. The resolu- _ The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘That ques- order, or to giiouch. oe to suspend the call, is 

tion was not adopted. ; : : tion will not arise until the roil-call is con- in order. Those are the only motions that 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. That is a question of cluded. If the gentleman is then omittedfrom are in order. 

fact, and I demand a jury. [Laughter.] | - the roll-call, contrary to his right, he will then Mr. CULLOM. That isthe exact language 
Mr. CONGER,. Would not the effect of the have a right to raise his point of order. of the rule. 

adoption of such a resolution be to openthe = Byunanimousconsent, Mr. Jupp was excused Mr. FARNSWORTH. This is a motion in 

doors of the House? from further attendance this evening. regard to adjournment. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The doors of The question recurred on the motion to Mr. CULLOM. No; therul tion 
the House will not be opened except by order adjourn, on which the yeas and nayshad been to dodiga or sus} sad the cill, ATN E 


of the House. : ordered Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will i 
f E ; n . : 3, the Speaker inform 
ah W TON, of Minnesota. I-move that. The question was taken; and itwasdecided the [louse what the gending cisions? 
ne ga ey for that time. .. in the negative—yeas 23, nays 113, absent or = The SPEAKER pro tempore. The execu- 
will ae t f Te "eon empo AN The Chair not voting 90; as follows: tion of the order of the House that there be a 
Bu consicer. hy adoption oi such a motion a8 > YEAS — Messrs. Barnum, Beaman; Buffinton, call of the House. ; 
dispensing with all further proceedings under Burchard. Cake, Coburn, Cook, Callom. Dox, Farne- Mr. ELDRIDGE. Is that debatable? 
the call ; “rag. p getin Pigh, Gjon, Grangid, Hine Usa) Tho SPEAKER pro tempore. T4 iS not ie 
Mr, WILSON, of Minnesota. I withdraw ': Syickiand, Trimble, and Wells—23. i ' its present state. l 
tbat portion of it. |.” NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Archer, Armstrong, Ar- Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will it be ii its future 


Mr. y l nell, Asper, Atwood, Beatty, Beck, Benjamin, Ben- 
at ET yu conh meie ue ' nett, Benton, Bingham, Bird, Blair, 1 oyd, Jz mes state? miite], , . A 
pe e doors of the |) Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Burdett, Roderick R. But- The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 


ouse. ii ler, Calkin, Cessna, Amasa Cobb, Conger, Conner, A 3 i 
Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, I withdraw l Dawes, Degener, iekey, Dickinson, Donley, Eld- ai ees RRO eee R 
i 


A ridge, Ferriss, Finkelnburg, Getz Ifillan, Hale, 
that part of it. ; : ! Hamilton, Harris, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, Hill, | r. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. Would 
Mr. SCHENCK. I rise toa point of order. || Loar, Holman, Hooper, Ingersoll, Johnson, Alex- :| it be in order to ask unanimous consent that 


: : -eJ . Kelley, l { % A i EN s 
If we take a recess we dispense with all fur- | Ketcham: Konpn, Lain, Lawrenee, Marcial, Me: . thegentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. ErprIbet] 


ther proceedings nnder the call of the House. .. Carthy, McCormick, McCrary, McKee, McNeely, |. address the House at this time? 


be in order, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, 
how the Chair can judge whether my apeech 
woud be in order or not tll he hears it. I 
would endeavor to speak to the question, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared and 
aunounced that, pursuant to the order of the 
House, he now had in custody at the bar of the 
House Mr. Moore, of Ihinois. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Moors, of 
THinois, you have been absent from the session 
of the House without its leave. What excuse 
have you to offer? 

Mr. MOORE, of Illinois. l was quite un- 
weli this afternoon, and might readily have 
given my excuse to the person who came for 
me, and sent it to the House; but supposing 
probably it was indispensable if 1 could come 
atal! that I should do so, I am here. That 
is my excuse, 

Mr. CULLOM. I move that he be excused, 
ax he states that he is too unwell to be present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHANKS. I move that the gentleman 
be excused from further attendance this even- 
ing. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that all far- 
ther proceedings under the call be dispensed 
with. 

Mr. SCHENCK. [hope not. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I call for the yeas 
and nays. The object of this whole proceed- 
ing was to get a quorum. A quorum appeared 
upon the first call of the roll. The gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck. ] who was away last 
night,comes in to-night and consumes the whole 
evening. [Cries of ‘Order!’ ‘‘Order!?’]_ I 
protest against it, and demand the yers and 
pavs. 

‘The question was put on ordering the yeas 
and nays; and seventeen voted in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH called for tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Schexcx and 
Mr. Panxswortu were appointed. 

The Honse divided: and the tellers reported 
that there were thirty-nine in the aflirmative. 

So (the affirmative being more than one fifth 
of the last vote) the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken: and it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 36, nays 92, 
absent or not voting 98; as follows: 


YEAS—Messre. Asper, Atwood, Beaman, Benja- 
min, Bingham, Buffinton, Burchard, Cake, Sidney 
Clarke, Coburn, Cook, Conner, Degener, Farnsworth, 
(ison seems Hamill. Ingersoil, Alexander H. 
Jones, etcham, McKee, Eliakim JI. Moore,Samuel 
P. Morrill, Niblack, Packer, Perce, Poland, Pomeroy, 
Shober, Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, Ste- 
vens, Stoughton, Tanner, irimbic, and William B. 
Washbarn—36, . 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Armstrong, Arnell, 

Beatty, Beck, Bennett, Benton, Bird, Biair, Boyd, 
James Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Burdett, odorick R. 
Butler, Calkin, Cessna, Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, 
Hoge Farin Violence: neon 
ri erri rinkelnburg, Fisher, 
Haleh Hamilton, Harris. Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, 
Hoar, Holman Hooper, J obnson, Kelley, Kellogg, 
Kelsey, Kerr, Knapp, Lafiin, Lawrence, Marshall, 
MeCarthy McCrary, McNeely, Mercur, William 
Moore, Myers, O'Neill, Orth, Packard, Palmer, 
Phelps, Randall, Rogers, Sanford, Sargent, Schenck, 
Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A.Sheldon, Joseph 8. Smith, 
William Smyth, Stiles, Strickland, Strong, Swann, 
Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, 
Van Auken, Van Wyck, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
Welker, Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, Willard, Wil- 
liame, Winans, Winchester, and Witcher—92. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Ames, 
Archer, Axtell, Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Barry, 
Biggs, Boles, Booker, Bowen, George M. Brooks, 
Barr, Benjamin F. Butler, 


Cullom, Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Duval, Dyer, Ela, 
Ferry, Fitch, Fox, Garfield, Haldeman, Hale, Ham- 
bleton, Hays, Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hogo, Hotchkiss, 
Jenckes, Thomas L. Joncas, Judd, Julian, Knott, 
Lash, Logan, tonch dge, Lynch, Mayham, May- 
nard, McCormick, AcGrew, McKenzie, Milnes, Jesse 
H. Moore, Morgan, Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, Mor- 
Tissey, Mungen, Negley, Paine, Petera, Piatt, Porter, 
Potter, Prosser, Reeves, Rice, Ridgway, Roots, Saw- 


yer, Schumaker, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Slocum, 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, It would not | 
oe ` "3 i bar and announced that, pursuant to the order |: 


I would like to know © 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


[i 
The Sergeant-at-Arms then appeared at the | have left the District without leave, and who 


of the Houso, he had in custody at the bar Mr. ` 


WILLIAM N. Sweeney, of Kentucky. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Swes- 
NEY, you have been absent irom the session of 
thìs House without its leave. What excuse 
have you to offer for being thus absent? 

Mr. SWEENEY. Ido not know that Ihave 
any excuse that would be a valid one. 1 was 
not feeling very well, and remained at homeon 
that account; still l was not so unwell but I 
might have been here. 

Mr. BECK. I move that my colleague, Mr. 
SWEENEY, be excused for having been absent 
to-night. 1 know he is a modest man, and 
probably does not like to state the real reason 
for his absence. Hoe has been a married man 
for seventeen years, and received a dispatch to- 
day informing him that his wile has just become 
the mother of his first girl-baby. [ Laughter. ] 
He has been treating his friends very liberally 
since the receipt of that joyfal news, and there- 
fore is low in funds, 1 move that he be excused. 

The motion to excuse was agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I now offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That alt farther proceedings under this 
call be dispensed with, except to dispose of the cases 
of such absentees as have not yet been excused; and 
that the Speaker issue his warrant to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, Econ ine him to bring such absentecs as 
have not had their cases disposed of to the bar of the 
Housa for its action at one o'clock p. m. on Monday 
next. 

With the leave of the Hause, I will simply 
state that I have named Monday next, as that 
is usually a lost day in some respects, in con- 
sequence of motions to suspend the rules, é&c. 
It will also give an opportunity to the Sergeant- 
at-Arins to bring the whole thirty-four absent- 


‘ ees—I believe that is the number of cases of 


- absentees now undisposed of—at once to the 


inson, Donley, Dox, Eld- . 
Getz, Gilfillan, ; 


bar of the House at that time. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I move to amend the reso- | 


lution so as to confine its operations to such 
members as the Sergeant-at-Arms may find 
within the District of Columbia. I have no 
idea of requiring the Speaker to issue his writ 


who are absent from the District. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well; I do not know that 
I have any objection to that amendment. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I raise the point of order 
that this resolution is not in order under the 
rules. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It is expressly stated in 
the rules that such an order may be made. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
overrules the point of order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I understand that my 


do not return by the time specified. 

Mr. BINGHAM. It postpones that question. 

Mr. HOAR. No, sir; it exonerates all such 
persons. 

Mr. BINGHAM. As the gentleman makes 
an argument on the subject, 1 beg leave to say 
that the resolution in the form proposed does 
not exonerate anybody, because the power of 
the House will not be exhausted until the re- 
turn of the writ, and then it will be perfeetly 
competent for the House to renew the order as 
to other absentees if it sees fit todo so. My 
reason for making the proposition is twofold: 
first, to prevent by anticipation unnecessary 
expenditure by sending writs abroad for persons 
who are not within the District of Columbia; 
the second is to reserve the opportunity for 
stating to the House such reasons as may be 
within the knowledge of members for dis- 
pensing with further process against absentees. 

Mr. HOAR. 1 desire that the resolution 
be reported as it will read when modified. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That all farther procecdings under tho 
call be disponsed with, excopt to dispose of the enses 
of such absentecs who may be found within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and have not yet been excused; 
and that tho Speaker issuo his warrant tothe Ner- 
foant-at-arms, requiring him to bring such ab- 
sentees as bavo not had their cases disposed of to 
the bar of the House for its action at one o'clock 
p. m. on Monday next. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to mako a sug- 
gestion or two. ‘The gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Biyenam,] the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, states that a large 
expense will be incurred by bringing in gen- 
tlemen who have gone away from the District 
of Columbia without the leave of the House. 
‘That, it seems to me, is a consideration which 
ought not to engage the attention of the House 
for one moment. I was arrested to-night, I 
believe > but I was arrested within the House. 
I came here, and was unable to get in at the 
front door. I tried the next door unsuccess- 
fully; I then came to another door where I 
cameinand delivered myself tothe Sergeant-nt- 
Arms. The House fined me ten dollars, and 


1 ) ‘ L paid the money. Now, the gentleman from 
in such a case as this for the arrest of members 7 


Ohio objects that we shall incur expense if we 


: arrest gentlemen who have absented themselves 


colleague [Mr. Scuenck] accepts my amend- ' 


ment. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I have no objection to it, 
and will modify my resolution accordingly. 
Mr. FITCH. 1 move to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out ‘‘ Monday” and inserting 


© “Saturday.” 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tion will be first taken upon the amendment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I would suggest 
to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SCHENCK] 


ness, and it would be a very great hardship to 
that gentleman to bring him here on Monday 


next. 


Churehill, Willi Te 
Clark, Clinton L. Cobb, Covode, Cowles: Cox. Grabs: a 


John A.8Smith, William J.Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, | 


Stone, Strader, Sweeney, Taffe, Va 
Tramp, Voorhees, Ward Wil i 


kinson, Eugene M. Wil- 
son, John T. Wilson, Wood, 3 


and Woodward—98. 


Horn, Van : 


Mr. BENTON. Heis exempted. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I do not under- 
stand that he is exempted. 

Mr. FITCH. I move to amend the resolu- 


The ques- ' 


from the House without leave. I see no force 
in this objection. If there are any costs or 
charges let them be paid by the absentees. If 
any member has left the District of Columbia 


_ without the leave of the House let the expense 


of bringing him here fall upon him. One great 
wrong inflicted in this House upon the country 
consists in the neglect of members to attend 
the sessions of the House. 

Mr. SCHENCK. [ff the gontleman will 
give way a moment I wish to modify my res- 
olution. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I cannot give way. I 
shall conclude in a few moments. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I do not want to cut off 
the geutleman’s speech. I agree with him in 
what he is saying. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I was afraid the gentle- 
man was going to agree with me, [laughter ;] 


and that is the reason I did not want to yield 


| to him. 
that one of the absentees has obtained leave ' 
of absence, to take effect this evening or to- 
morrow. He is absent on very important busi- | 


Mr. SCHENCK. It is not generally very 
iia toagree withthe gentleman. [Laugh- 
ter. |- 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, there are 
members of this House who during an entire 
Congress have never been here one week con- 


` tinuously; yet they have drawn their full pay 


tion by striking out “ Monday,” and inserting | 


tí to-morrow.” 
Mr. SCHENCK. 
amendment be adopted we shall lose the whole 


, day to-morrow, 


Mr. HOAR. I wish to inquire whether the 
adoption of the resolution as modified will not 


I am afraid that if that ` 


| 


; than they have been in attendance. 


i 
| 


as members. There are those who have been 
absent many more days and many more bhi 
There 
are gentlemen upon both sides who have fre- 
quently been absent from the House without 
its leaves and some such, after being avay, 
have come back and insisted upon evening 
sessions because the business was delayed. 
Now I say that this House ought to estab- 


|| lish some rule by which members shall not be 


i have the effect to excuse all members who may || 


allowed to absent themselves without leave. 


When they are thus absent I see no reason 
why they should not be seut for and brought in ; 


and they should be made to pay any expenses | 


that may thas be incurred. It this system be 
enforced, we may have some hope of getting 
through with the business of Congress. 

The Sergeant at-Arms appeared at the bar 
of the House having in custody Mr. SHERROD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. SHERROD 

ou have been absent from this session of the 
Jouse without its leave. What excuse have 
you to offer? 

Mr. SHERROD, Mr. Speaker, I was not 
aware there was a session to-night. I was pres- 
eut in the Senate when the House adjourned. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I move 
that the gentleman be excused. 

Mr. FITCH. I move to amend, that he be 
fined ten dollars, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

‘The motion, as amended, was then agreed to. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to finish the re- 
marks | was making. Last evening we hada 
session on the Navy appropriation bill. 1 had 
the honor of being chairman of the Committee 
otthe Whole. Gentlemen insisted on a session 
of the House last night, but there were not six 
members present. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I rise toa point of order. 
I insist that it is not germane to the motion 
before the House to discuss the conduct of 
members touching the Navy appropriation bill. 

"bhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
unable to say that it is entrely out of order to 
discuss the conduct of members of the House 
in respect to their attendance ou the business 
of this House. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then, Mr. Speaker, since 
I am ruled to be in order, I wish to say that I 
appeared bere last evening and took the chair 
expecting the Navy appropriation bill was to 
be discussed; but there were not more than 
from six to ten members present. 

Mr. BINGHAM. | again rise to a point of 


order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man will state his point of order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I wiil submit it is not in 
order, pending the motion now before this 
House, forthe gentleman to discuss his conduct 


on yesterday. 

The SPEAKER, pro tempore. The Chair 
sustains the point of order to the extent of his 
own conduct. [{Laughter. ] 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. What is the point of order 
and what is the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. BINGHAM. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I was not going to say, 
Mr. Speaker, that the gentleman from Ohio, 
[ Mr. Bixeuam, } thechairman ofthe Committee 
on the Judiciary, was not here last night. [Re- 
newed laughter.) I did not intend to make any 
such remark, and I am sorry the gentleman 
thought I did. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I rise to a point of order 
again, that it is not in order for the gentleman, 


pending the motion now before the House, to . 


discuss whether I was here or not. 
The SPEAKER prot ee 
does not sustain the point of order. 


The Chair 
[Laugh- 


ter. 
ite BINGHAM. I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 


Mr. ORTH. I move that the appeal be laid - 


on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I call for a division. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
comes too late. [Laughter. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the bar 


of the House hating in custody Mr. VooRHEES. ` 


Mr. BINGHA I witbdraw my amend- 
ment to my colleague’s motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
pegs, yon have been absent from this session 
of the House withoat its leave. What excuse 
have you to offer? 

Mr. VOORHEES, Is this the House or the 
Committee of the Whole? 


I willtell the gentleman. ` 


The call 


Mr. Voor- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| The SPEAKER pro tempore. We are in | 


; the House. 
Mr. VOORHEES. I left the House this 
. afternoon early to attend to a professional en- 
gagement; not quite a case in court, but one 
tending that way, and for the purpose of try- 
ing to Keep it out of the court, I am simply 
stating tacts, which I think isthe best way to do. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is not the best 


way. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It is not the usual way 
with members of the House; but I am going 
to set theexample. I did not know there was 
a session this evening. 

Mr. SCHENCK. That was settled early 
this morning. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Ileft very early. [ Laugh- 
ter.) I left here before one o'clock. 1 did 
not know the House was in session to-night, 
and I went to hear Judge Van Trunp deliver 
his lecture. 

Mr. PETERS. Was it a good one? 

Mr. VOORHEES. 
delivered here to-night, i expect. [Laughter. 
I am here subject to the order of the House, 
and will cheerfully submit to whatever its order 
may be; for I have had a feast to-night none 
of the rest have had who have been here mis- 
erably famishing for intellectual food. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the gen- 
tleman be fined $20 a ton and 40 per cent. ad 
valorem. [lLaughter. ] 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
of Judge Van Trume’s lecture? 

Mr. VOORHEES. 
times;’’ and they were stormy times, sir. 

Mr. PETERS. ‘The gentleman says that he 
had no knowledge of the night session, and I 
move that he be excused. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I do not ask to be ex- 


' cused ; but that isthe fact, however. I left the ` 


House this afternoon on private professional 


business connected with the courts of this city. ` 


That is the fact about it. I thought that there 
was not much need of my being here. I thought 
my friend from New York tir. Brooks] and 
the other gentlemen associated with him would 
take care of the turiffon behalf of that side of 
the House. I am willing to submit to the order 
of the House. 

Mr. DICKEY. I move, in amendment to 
the motion of the gentleman from Maine, that 
Mr. Vooruwess be fined ten dollars. 

The question being put on Mr. Dicxey’s 
amendment, it was agreed to. 

The motion, as amended, was then agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I have concluded, on 
reflection, to modify my resolution by dropping 


| 
| 


Better than eao . 


What was the subject | 


“Cromwell and his | 


' out the portion with reference to the District | 


of Columbia. I move the previous question. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. What is the question? 
I had not finished my remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk 
will report the resolution proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. SCAEKGE | as now 
modified : 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That all farther proceedings under the | 


call be dispensed with except to dispose of the cases 
of such absentees as have not yet been excused; and 
that the Speaker izsue his warrant to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms requiring bi ’ 
have not yet had their cases disposed of to the bar 
ot the House for 1ts action at one o’clock p. m. on 
Monday next. 


: announced that he had Mr. Dockery in cus- 
! tody at the bar of the House. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Docx- 
: ERY, you have been found absent from the 
“| sessions of the House without its leave. What 
', excuse have you to offer? 
Mr. DOCKERY. Ihave none. I will sub- 
What is the 


| mit to the order of the House. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
i pleasure of the House? 

4 Mr. ALLISON. I move that Mr. Dockery 
! be fined ten dollars, the usual fee. 

'. The motion was agreed to. 


ı Mr. INGERSOLL. Idemand the previous 


Sy) 


ami nad g 
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uestion on the resolution offered by the gen- 
| onai from Ohio, [Mr. Sciexck.] 

, The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Wisconsin | Mr. ELpripct | is entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. [ desire the 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Enonrinas] 
to yield to me when he is ready to surrender 
the floor. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I rise to a point of 
order. Jt is this: the gentleman from Wis- 
consin had taken his seat 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. No, sir; I had not. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. J am not addressing 
the gentleman from Wisconsin. And further- 
more, some business had intervened. ‘The 
resolution of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Scuenck) had been modified, and he had 
moved the previous question upon it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
overrules the point of order. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin will proceed. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. I move to lay the 
appeal from the decision of the Chair on the 


table. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I desire to call attention, 
if permitted, to the fact that the gentleman 
from Wisconsin had yielded the floor, and [ 
had then modified my resolution. After T had 
modified it the Chair was about to put it, and 
then the interruption occurred of another 
member being reported by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms as in his custody. 

_ The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Wisconsin yielded at the suggestion 
of the Chair because the Sergeant-at-Arms had 
appeared at the bar with another member. 

: The Chair had overlooked this fact when about 

to put the question, and was reminded of it 

from the Clerk’s desk. 

The question being put on Mr. SrrickLanp’s 
motion to lay on the table the appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, .it was agreed to. 

So the appeal from the decision of the Chair 
was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle: 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. MWLpRIDGE] is enti- 
tled to the floor, and will proceed. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I should have been 
through long ago if I had not been interrupted 
so frequently. I did not wish to make any re- 
mark with reference to my friend from Ohio, 
(Mr. BincHaw, } the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, that could be offensive to 
him. I did not intend to state that he was not 
present last evening. But I wonder that heis 
80 sensitive on that subject. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I call the gentleman to 


order. 

MrsELDRIDGE. How amI out of order? 
I never saw one sgo uneasy as the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submit that it is not in 
order for the gentleman to discuss the ques- 


_ tion whether I was present last evening or not. 


him to bring such absentees as : 


The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared, and © 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ques- 
‘tion before the House is on the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Scuencx ] tonei the callof the House. The 
gentleman from Wisconsin is discussing that 
. resolution. Upon that resolution, it isthe opin- 
ion of the Chair, that within the rules it is 
proper for the gentleman from Wisconsin to 
. discuss the presence or absence of members 
of the House. 


| Mr, BINGHAM. Their presence or: ab- 


i 


i 


‘ sence last night? I appeal from the decision 
. of the Chair. 
Mr. LOGAN. An appeal has already been 
taken from a decision of the Chair substan- 
: tially identical, and that appeal was laid on 
i the table. 
| Mr. ARNELL. I move that the appeal from 
, the decision of the Chair be laid on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. : 
So the appeal from the decision of the Chair 
i was laid on the table. 
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long ago if l had not been interrupted by my 
friend trom Ohio. I wish again to say to that 
gentleman that I have not intended to make 
any remark that would be personally offensive 
tohim. I have the highest respect for him, 
and l did not intend to tell the House whether 
he was absent last night or not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, I would like to 
know whether anybody else was present or not. 
{ Laughter. } 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. T did not suppose that 
anybody would doubt that the gentleman was 
present last night. If he desires to explain his 
position last evening I will yield to him most 
cheertuliy to allow him to do so. I did not 
intend to make any remark on that subject. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman yield 
the tloor to me? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Well, I might about as 
well, but [think I will not. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ithonght the gentleman 
offered to do so. but I see I was mistaken. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman has occu- 
pied the floor about as much as I have during 
the few minutes | have been trying to address 
the House. 

I wanted to say this: that I do think that 
gentlemen of this House have subjected them- 
selves to the censure of the country by their 
absence from the House at the evening sessions 
of the House. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. And the day sessions, 


too. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Yes, and from the day 
sessions, too. I may add that with propriety. 
I believe the Speaker decided that I had a 
right to discuss myself on last evening, if I 
had not a right to discuss other members. 
(Laughter. ] 

Mr. CULLOM. No; he decided just the 
other way. [Langhter. } 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then, I am very glad 
that I misunderstood the Speaker. Last even- 
ing we were to assemble here for the purpose 
of considering the naval appropriation bill, and 
when the hour arrived for the committee to 
commence its business there were but six mem- 
bers of the House here. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I rise to a question of 


order. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will not say whether 
toe gentleman from Ohio was present or not. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Ohio will state his point of order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submit that it is not in 
order for the gentleman to discuss the business 
of the House last night on the naval appropri- 
ation bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
of opinion that it isin order to discuss the busi- 


ness of the House upon the question whether ` 


*ue farther proceedings under the call of the 
House shall be dispensed with ; for upon the 
condition of the business of the House, in the 


opinion of the Chair, depends the propriety of 


the call itself. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, that is not the ques- 
tion I raise, if the Chair pleases. My point of 
order is that it is not in order to discuss the 
business of the House on the naval appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The Chair must confine 
the gentleman from Ohio to his seat or I can- 
not proceed. He can out-talk me. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submit that the point 
of order I made to the Speaker has not been 
stated at all. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. He is more 
than I am, and I never expect to con 
him successfully for a hearing. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
cuss the action of the House—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. ELDRIDGE] is en- 
titled to the floor, and the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. BrxeHax] will oblige the Chair if 


ersistent 
d with 


ne 


Tt is not in order to dis- ' 


he will not interrupt the gentleman from Wis- - 
ii decision of the Chair been sustained. The 


consin. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I should have been through | Mr. ELDRIDGE. I atate further that the 


| gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. Wasnpurn] 
' who had charge of the bill was not here at the 
: time announced for the committee to eom- 
mence its business. The gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Hate) who was entitled to the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tloor was not here, and the seats of the House | 


were almost entirely vacant. 

Mr. PETERS. I deny that the gentleman 
who was entitled to the floor was not here. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, I say that he was not 
here at the hour for the meeting of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PETERS. I say he was. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, 1 say the gentleman was 
not here. Ido not blame him. He came in 
very soon afterward, but he will bear me wit- 
ness that I tell the truth in regard to it. He 
was two or three minutes behind time. 

Mr. HALE. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a moment? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will yield to the gen- 
tleman to state the facts upon that point. 

Mr. HALE. Iwas here in the Hall of the 
House before half past seven o'clock last even- 
ing. I had the floor when the committee took 
A recess. 
room of the Committee on Naval Affairs, of 
which I am a member, for my papers, the 
minutes that I had for the remarks I intended 
to finish. While I was gone after my papers, 
as the gentleman from Wisconsin has stated, 
he took the chair, and at that particular instant, 
at that point of time, I was not in the Hall. 

Mr. PETERS. You were constructively. 
[Langhter. ] 


Mr. HALE. I was here in the Capitol, but . 


came into the Hall just at the moment, or per- 
haps a few seconds after the gentleman took 
the chair. Technically he is correct in saying 
i that I was not here when he took the chair, 


I went for a minute or two into the , 


' tlemen will not orron! me any more. 
‘sorry I have been obli 
` feet so long. 


‘ bat I think he will bear me out in saying that |. 


I was here substantially at the time and ready 


to go on, that I did not ask that the committee i! 
rise, but was ready to go on, and that it was | 
at the suggestion of other members that the - 


_ committee rose. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I cannot undertake to 


measure time precisely, but I know I came | 
here and took the chair and announced that ` 


the hour had arrived for the Committee of the 
Whole to resume its session, and that the gen- 
tleman from Maine [ Mr. Hate] was entitled 
to the floor for twenty-five minutes remaining 
of his hour. I looked for the gentleman from 
' Maine, but he was not in his seat. Then the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HotMan] rose 
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Ohair would submit to the gentleman the pro- 
priety of not renewing the appeal now. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I was not aware that 
such was the case. I will therefore withdraw 
my appeal, although I think the Chair is incor- 
rect In so ruling. 

Mr, ELDRIDGE. Now, I hope that gen- 
lam 
ged to stand upon my 
Ihave been interrupted at every 
sentence I have attempted to utter. I wonder 
at the sensitivenessof gentlemen. Ihave made 
no personal remarks, and intend to make none, 
with the exception of one that I am about to 
make about a gentleman who I know is not so 
thin-skinned as to interrupt me in the utter- 
ance of the sentence I am about to utter. [I 
refer to the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, (Mr. Scuencx,] who [ un- 
derstand precipitated this call of the House 
upon us to-night, although we might with pro- 
priety have precipitated a call upon him last 


night. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I rise again toa point of 


order, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. There, now; did you 
ever see so thin-skinned a man? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. ELDRIDGE] will sus- 
pend until the point of order has been stated. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Certainly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My point of order is that 
it is not in order for the gentleman from Wis- 
consin to reflect upon the conduct of my col- 
league, [Mr. ScHencx. ] 

r. SCHENCK. If my colleague [Mr. 
BincHa] is as utterly indifferent as Iam to 
anything that gentleman can say he will not 
notice him. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Wisconsin {Mr. ELDRIDGE] is not in 
order in saying anything that may be construed 
to be personal. But he is in order in discuss: 
ing the habits of attendance of members. 

Ir. BINGHAM. That was not my point 


` to the House. 


; and said that as the gentleman from Maine ` 


; was not here he would move that the com- 
' mittee rise 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a pointof 


order. 
` The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man will state his point of order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. My point of order 


already ruled that upon the question of the 
propriety of a call of the House or of dispens- 


lng with a call it is proper to discuss the ques- |; 
. the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. ELpripGe] 
` has no right to reflect upon the conduct of my 


. tion whether gentlemen are in the habit or not 
of attending the sessions of the House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. DoT understand the 
Chair to decide that my point of order is not 
, well taken? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 


_ overrules the point of order, as he has already |, 


of order. I ask that my point may be stated 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
has ruled upon the point of order. 
Mr. BINGHAM. What isthe ruling of the 


Chair? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the gen- 
tleman is not satisfied with the ruling of the 
Chair he can take an appeal, which the Chair 
will submit to the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Idesireto hear the ruling 
of the Chair; I did not hear it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
has overruled the point of order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I ask that my point of 


i order may be stated to the House, sothat I can 


take an appeal from the ruling of the Chair 


upon it. 
i The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the 


is that it is not in order now to discuss what | 
took place here last night or on any other 
night. | of order stated. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has | 


_ overruled three or four times to-night similar ` 


points of order. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


The gentle- 


notice that an appeal has been repeatedly taken 
; from the ruling of the Chair to-night upon that 
very point of order, and as repeatedly has the 


man from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworte] will take | 


‘gentleman appeal from the decision of the 


Chair? 
Mr. BINGHAM. I do, and I want my point 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gen- 


' tleman from Ohio be kind enough to state his 


' 


1 
| 
| 
i 
i 


i 
i 


' point of order himself? 


Mr. BINGHAM. My point of order is that 


| colleague, [Mr. Scuencx,] the chairman of 


the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Ohio states a parliamentary prin- 
ciple which is too obvious for question ; and 
whenever the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 
ELDRIDGE] transgresses that rule, the Chair 
will endeavor to call him to order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I make the point of order 
that he has already transgressed it. I do not 
intend that this question shall be dodged. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
overrules that point. 

Mr. BINGHAM. ‘Then I take an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. (Laughter. ] 
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Mr. ARNELL. I move that the appeal be 
laid on the table. 

On the motion of Mr. ARNELL, theré were— 
ayes 78, noes 28; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SCHENCK and 
Mr. ELDRIDGE were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 104, noes 12. . 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I make the further point . i 


of order that the language of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin was unparliamentary in refer- 


ring to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Binc- - 


HAM] as being “thin-skinned.” [Laughter. ] 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. No farther 
appeal can be entertained upon the same sub- 
ject-matter. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I take the remark 
I will admit that the gentleman from Ohio is 
not “thin-skinned.” 
= The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared at 
the bar, and announced that in pursuance of 
the order of the House he had in custody and 
now presented at the bar Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr. Lovca- 
RIDGE, you have been absent from the session 
of the House without its leave. What excuse 
have you to offer? 


Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I desire to say that 


I have been here all day. Having this evening 


ery important mittee business which | 
some very important committee busines : | ashamed of these proceedings. 


source of mortification to myself, as they ought | 
' to be to every other member. ` 

| Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | 
| ecm now desires the floor, and J yield it | 
tt Maa 


I had to examine, I felt it to be my duty to stay 
at home and attend to it, I may have been 
wrong in doing so; but my committee work 


requires some time outside of the-Houge. That | 


iş my only excuse. |... ror 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I maro that the gentle: 
man be fined ten dollars. s 
The motion was agreed to. a 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. BLorynaE] is enti- 
tled to the floor. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will the gen- 


tleman from Wisconsin yield to me for a few | 
moments? I wish to present a request for leave | 


of absence till to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I cannot yield for any 
such purpose. I shall close my remarks ina 
minute or two. I do not wish to trespass upon 
the patience or the time of the House. By the 
suggestion of some gentlemen around me Í was 
led to make a remark in regard to the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways: and Means 
which was not justified.: I had been informed 


that he had taken an dctive part in bringing | 


about this call of the House. He informs me 
that such was not the case; that he came in 
after these procéedings were inangurated. I 
wish, therefore, to withdraw any remark which 
T made on that subject, for I have no desire 
to cast any unjust reflection upon any gentle- 
man of this House. I believe the gentleman 
has in general bees in-attendance here, as I 
have been myself. pe " 

I do not, however, withdraw the remarks I 
have made with regard to the attendance of 
members. Gentlemen of this House have 
been negligent in their attendance. They 
have failed to attend the sessions as they ought 
to have attended them. | ; nth Sans 

Mr. SHANKS. I wish to inquire whether 
the gentleman considers his late fine as an 
evidence of the absence of members from the 
House? [Laughter. } oo A i 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Yes, sir.. ¥ paid that 
fine. And let me say this is the first time I 
have ever been fined or brought before the 
House for non-attendance during my sevon 
years’ service in this House. Can the gentle- 
man from Indiana [ Mr. Suanxs] say as much ? 

Mr. SHANKS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. To-night I came ‘here 
just as the front door was closed. I saw it 
Close. Fwent to the next door and was unable 
to get in there. I finally came to one of the 
doors where I got in and surrendered myself 
to the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
to perform my official duty by attending upon 


I have endeavored. 


back. 
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the House and its committees as faithfully as 
circumstances. have permitted, though I do 
not undertake to boast of this. I felt morti- 


House adjourns to-night it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 


fied to-night to be arrested and brought before || thirty-nine, noes not counted. 
the House for non-attendance. Having this , 


evening n 
on this side—I have felt it proper to make 
these remarks. Gentlemen on the other side 


| have the majority and they can give us a quo- 
When, there- ; 


rum or not, just as they please. W 
fore, gentlemen insist upon evening sessions 


| they should themselves attend. If they would 


do so the business of this House would pro- 
ceed without difficulty, and there would be no 


: occasion for such proceedings as we have had 
| here to-night. 


- I beg pardon of the House for having occu- 


pied so much of its time. I should have fin. | of the United States against land monopolies, 


. ished long ago if I had not been interrupted at 


almost every word. I have scarcely been able 


to speak a single sentence without interruption 
from the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Bine- | 


yaM.] He has taken appeal after appeal, 
which the House has decided against him. 
wish to say in conclusion that I hope this scene 


| may not be repeated during this session or this 


Congress. I trust that this night’s proceed- 
ings may be an example, and that gentlemen 


! will hereafter attend more faithfully to their | 
; duties. 


The attention of the country has been 
called to this matter, and we may well be 


ò him., — 

Mr. SCHENCK. 1 think the gentleman has 
talked about ten dollare’ worth. [Laughter. } 
I now demand the previous question. 

The resolution was again read. 
Mr. FITCH. E have moved an amendment, 


which is pending, to strike out ‘‘Monday’’ and | 


insert ‘‘ Saturday.’’ 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I make the point of 
order that the previous question having been 
demanded the amendment of the gentleman 
from Nevada cannot be entertained. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Nevada moved his amendment pre- 
vious to the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I demand a division 


They are a | 


1. 


of the resolution, so that the vote may be first | 


taken on dispensing with all further proceed- 
ings under the call, 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chairis | 


of the opinion that the resolution is not divis- | 


ible. The first vote will be on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Nevada. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I wish to make a 
parliamentary inquiry, and it is this: the Ser- 


geant-at-Arms is now ordered to bring in the : 


absentees. The resolution proposes to adjourn 
the House until Monday next at one o’clock. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tion does not propose to adjourn. 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. [ mistook the reso- 
lution in that respect; but it requires the 
absentees to report at that time. The inquiry 
I have to make is this: suppose the Sergeant- 


The resolu- : 


obtained the floor—a rare thing for us ` 


So the motion was disagreed to. 
And then, on motion of Mr. SCHENCK, (at 


' eleven o'clock and twenty-five minutes p. m.,) 
. the House adjourned. 


| States. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees: 
By Mr. FINKELNBURG: The petition of 


' John W. Jennings, asking indemnity for prop- 


erty lost in the service of the Government. 
By Mr. KETCHAM: A petition of citizens 


By Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey: The peti- 
tion of Captain Daniel Waters and others, for 
the abolition of duties on tea and coffee, and 
a reduction on sugar and molasses. 

By Mr. MUNGEN: The remonstrance of 
W. R. Burt and others, citizens of Michigan, 
against changing the route of the Amboy, Lan- 


' ging, and Traverse Bay railroad. 


By Mr.O’ NEILL: A communication signed by 
W. G. Thomas, N. L. Gaw, W. Hilliott, Charles 


| Dutilk, Adam McCoy, John S. Huhn, John L. 


Lawson, and others, citizens of the second 
congressional district of Pennsylvania, urging 
Congress not to reénact the income tax. 

By Mr. ROGERS: The petitions of Charles 
W. Leake, of Wachita county, and William C. 
Langford, of Union county, Arkansas, for 
removal of their disabilities. 

By Mr. STOKES: A memorial signed by 
a large number of loyal citizens of Henderson 
county, Tennessee, asking Congress to relieve 
them from rebel rule and oppression. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Warren 


| Flint, of Hartford, Connecticut, for revival of 


letters-patent. 
By Mr. WELLS: The memorial of William 
Arnold, P. L. Dobbins, W. H. Platt, J. L. Mar- 
uis, J. R. Huston, and 28 others, citizens of 
Dayton Ohio, praying for a modification in the 
present revenue law in regard to the collection 
i the tax on spirits distilled within the United 
tates. 
Also, the memorial of Trumbo, McGuire & 
Co., James P. Moore, J. D. Sherman, J. T. 


| Cobb, and 118 others, citizens of Chillicothe, 
| Missouri, praying for a modification in the 


in regard to the collection 


present revenue law t 
distilled within the United 


of the tax on spirits 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, April 23, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER, 
The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal. 
Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, moved 


' that the further reading of the Journal be dis- 


at-Arms after the House adjourns to-night has . 
in custody a gentleman who is excused from | 
and after to-morrow, will not this resolution |: 


require the Sergeant-at-Arms to bring 
gentleman here on Monda 

The SPEAKER pro 
of the opinion that the inquiry is in the nature 
of debate. 7 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 


that |: 


y f _ ': tenth congressional district of 
tempore. The Chairis ` 5 


pensed with. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The Journal was then approved. 
HON. ERASMUS BD. PECK. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Irise to a question of 
rivilege. I present the credentials of Hon. 
rasmus D. Pecx, elected a oe from the 
hio. 

The credentials were read and laid on the 


| table. . 


Mr. Pecr was duly qualified, and took his 


| geat. 


The question then recurred on Mr. Fitcu’s : 


amendment; and it was disagreed to. 
The resolution was then adopted. 


vote by which the resolution was adopted ; 

and also moved that the motion to reconsider 

be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


` Mr. INGERSOLL. I move that 


INDEFINITE LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. DAWES. I submit the following reso- 


' lution: 
‘Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the . 


: extend beyond 


Resolved, That leave of absence heretofore granted 
for an indefinite length of time shall in no case 
Monday, the 2d day of May next, 


: unless otherwise ordered by the House. 


Gentlemen have been absent by the month 


ai | on indefinite leave of absence, and I think that 
when the ii 


such leave ought to be cut off. 


1870. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether | 


that is a question of privilege. — 
Mr. BENTON. Lobject to it. 
Mr. DAWES. I accept the ruling of the | 
Chair, but ask that the question be put to the — 
House. 


Mr. RANDALL. Who objects? $ 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. There is no 
objection on this side of the House. 

The SPEAKER. It involves a suspension 
of the rules. Indefinite leave of absence has 
been granted under the rules. A motion tò 
suspend the rules can only be made on Mon- 
day, unless by unanimous consent. ‘The Chair, 
however, will submit to the House whether 
this is a question of privilege. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Let the resolution be 
again reported. 

The Clerk again read the resolution. 

The question was whether the House re- 
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Mr. DAWES. Then I do not object. 

Mr. Bewron’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken; and also moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. 
rise to a 
with the call of thé House last evening. 
to call attention to the case of my colleague, 
[Mr. Butner.] I understand that there isa 


I also 


. memorandum from .my colleague’on the desk 


of the Speaker asking leave of absence, and 
that he left yesterday evening on the under- 


' standing that leave of absence would begranted. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state what 


_ are the facts with reference to the gentleman 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. Buruer.] The gen- 


! tleman left a memorandum with the Speaker’s 


gards the resolution as a question of privilege. |. 


The question was put; and on a division ' 
there were—ayes 75, noes 19; no quorum 
voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Dawes and Mr. ; 
INGERSOLL. 

‘The House again divided ; and the tellers 
reported—ayes eighty-six, noes not counted. 

The SPEAKER. 
garded as one of privilege. The question is 
now on agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was agreed to; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 


{ 

| 
Mr. BENTON. Irise to a question of priv- | 
ilege. My colleague [Mr. Era] left for New | 
Hampshire last evening under the expectation, 
as I understand, of being away a week, and 
believing that he had leave of absence for a 
week. i does not appear on the Journal that 
such leave of absence was granted, and I think 


in the matter. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to make '| 


a statement to the House in regard to the rights | 
of the gentleman from New Hampshire. [ Mr. | 
Eiia,] who under the orders of the House 
must be sent for to his home in New Hamp- 
shire if the House does not reverse its action. | 
The gentleman came to the Speaker's desk 
yesterday and addressed to the Chair the in- 
quiry whether the Committee of Claims was | 
likely to be called for public business next 
week, The Chair answered that it was not at 
all probable that it would be so called. The 
gentleman then stated that he desired to be | 
absent next week and wished to ask for leave 
of absence. 
was a leave of absence to be asked after that 
day, and accordingly did not submit the re- 
quest to the House yesterday. It appears 
from the statement of the gentleman’s col- 
league [Mr. Benron] that the gentleman from 
New Hampshire [ Mr. ELA] supposed the Chair 
had taken, as he usually does, a memorandum 
and submitted the request to the House; and 
he presumes he went off under the impression 
that he would have leave of absence for next 
week from the time he submitted his request. 
The Chair makes this statement asa matter of 
justice to the gentleman. 

Mr. BENTON. Imovethatall proceedings 
with reference to my colleague under the call 
of the House of last evening be suspended, and 
that he be considered as having leave of absence | 
from yesterday until the close of next week. | 

Mr. DAWES. Would it not be time enough | 
to settle the matter when the gentleman comes | 

l 


P ESNE 


back? 

The SPEAKER. It would not. The Ser- | 
geant-at-Arms is under an imperative obliga- 
tion, as the order of the House now stands, to 
send for him. 
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} 
The question will be re- | 


The Chair understood that it | 


clerk, stating that he desired leave of absence 
to date from to-day. Such memoranda, when 
the Speaker is absent during sessions of the 


House in Committee of the Whole, are left ;; 


with the Speaker’sclerk. The Speaker's clerk 


| states that the gentleman from Massachusetts 


especially requested that the leave of absence 
should date from to-day. The Chair will lay 


the precise facts in each case before the House, | 


and it will then be for the House to take such 
action as it sees fit. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I suppose 
that the reason why my colleague aske 
the leave of absence should date from to-day 
was that he did not expect that the House would 
be in session last evening. I therefore move 
that all the proceedings under the call of the 
House last evening be suspended with reference 
to my colleague, and that he be considered us 
having leave of absence from yesterday for 
eight days. 

Mr. ALLISON. On that motion I move 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered, 

The question was put on agreeing to the 
motion of Mr. Hoorsr, of Massachusetts; and 


Í ink || there were on a division—ayes 33, noes 84. 
there must have been some misapprehension |, 


Mr. ROOTS. I demand tellers.. 
Tellers were not ordered. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. MUNGEN. 


If I understand the resolution adopted by the 


House last night. it requires members who ' 


were then absent to be here on Monday at pne 
o'clock. 3 
TheSPEAKER. The Ghair will not enter- 


tain any parliamentary inquiry on that subject | 


on the part of a gentleman who is present, 


the House having last night suspended all i 


proceedings under the call till one o’clock on 
Monday. 

Mr. MUNGEN. The Chair will permit me 
further to state that Iam compelled, on account 
of sickness in my family, to leave my duties 
here, and that I cannot be 
I desire to have it understood that I was myself 


' sick last night, and on that account unable to 


be here. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
be excused. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Muncen] states that he is himself unwell, 
and was absent last evening on that account, 
and is compelled to leave the city on account 
of sickness in his family, and, as his case can- 
not be decided until one o’clock on Monday, 
he asks as a personal favor that the House will 
excuse him. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope he will be excused. 

Mr. SCHENCK. By unanimous consent. 

There was no objection; and Mr. MUNGEN was 
excused. i ; 

Mr. ORTH. 


business. 
HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION, ARKANSAS. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour com- 
mences, and the House resumes the consider- 


I hope the gentleman will 


I call for the regular order of 


that ; 


I desire to make a parlia- | 
mentary inquiry. I was sick at home last night.. 


here on Mon ay; and | 


uestion of privilege in connection | 
I wish | 


ation of the bill (S. No. 95) in relation to the 
Hot Springs reservation, in Arkansas, reported 
yesterday from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute. The gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Org] is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. ORTH. Mr. Speaker.in my remarks yes: 
terday, when I was arrested by the expiration 
of the morning hour, I was replying to the ob- 
jections urged by my colleague, [Mr. Juntay,] 
the chairman of the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to the passage of this bill. I shall in 
the course of the few remarks that I expect to 
submit this morning allude to the two remain- 
ing objections which that gentleman has urged. 
But before doing so, let me premise that 
there are now two propositions pending before 
Congress which are somewhat akin in their 
nature: one the proposition now pending in 
reference to the Hot Springs reservation in 
Arkansas, and the other a question relating to 
the squatter or preémption claimants in the 
Yo Semite valley, in California. So faras I 
have been able to learn there is very great sim- 
ilarity between those twocases. The one case 


: was by this House referred to the Committee 
: on Private Land Claims, and the other to the 


| public sale. 
| cases are parallel. 


| tending parties. 


| questions of conflicting rights, 


Committee on the Public Lands. I hold in 
my hand the report presented by the chairman 
of that committee in favor of the settlers upon 
the public lands inthe Yo Semite valley. From 
this document it appears that Hutchings and 
Lamon, two settlers, preémpted a homestead 
each in the Yo Semite valley prior to the sur- 
vey of the public lands in that valley ; that sub- 
sequent to that preémption and settlement 
Congress by a law donated the Yo Semite valley 
to the State of California, to be held in trust 
for the public as a place of national resort. In 
the case under consideration, as far back as 
1828 or 1829, Rector and Belding settled upon 
what is now known as the Hot Springs reser- 
vation. In 1832 Congress by law provided that 
four sections of land should be reserved from 
Thus far, Mr. Speaker, both these 


In the case of the Yo Semite valley there 
was no survey of the public lands. ‘There had 


i been likewise xo survey of the public lands at 


the Hot Springs, Arkansas, at the time Reetor 
and Belding settled there. 

Now, my colleague states that the Committee 
on Private Land Claims ought to have investi- 
gated the legal title, and reported to this House 
its jadgment between the conflicting claimants 
here. I beg leave to differ with hia. This is 
not the place for the settlement of judicial 
questions. ‘This is not a foram where there 
ean be that deliberation, that caution, that in- 
vestigation which is necessary to the permanent 
and final adjadication of rights between con- 
This Congress has heretofore 
acted wisely, and I trust will here act with 
similar wisdom in transferring to the courts 
of the country, where these matters can be 
solemnly investigated and adjudicated, these 
That is all that 
is proposed by the bill now under consideration. 
But in this case in the Yo Semite valley, in 
which my colleague, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, seems to have a 
peculiar interest, andin which he has presented 
to the House an elaborate report of a dozen 
pages, he does propose to settle, and settle as 
against the grant of Congress to the State of 
California, the right of Hutchings and Lamou 
to their preémption claims in the Yo Semite 
valley; that, too, when that preémption took 


i| place before the lands were surveyed; that, 


too, when they did not perfeet their preémption ; 
that, too, in the face of the act of Congress 


| which solemnly grants the whole of the Yo 


Semite valley tothe State of Calitornia for the 
purposes I have indicated. 

Mr. JULIAN. I wish to correct my col- 
league on a question of fact as well as a ques- 
tion of law. Mr. Hutchings settled in the 
Yo Semite valley as a preémptor on the unsur- 
veyed lands under an act of Congress allowing 
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preimption on such lands. That act of Con- 
gress allowing preémptions on unsurveyed 
ands was only enacted in 1864, and there was 
consequently no law allowing preëmption on 
such lands in the case of the Hot Springs: 
nor was the general preémption law of 1841 
enacted. The facts to which the gentleman 
refers transpired prior to the enactment of 
that law, and deprive the case of any analogy 
whatever to that of the Yo Semite valley case. 
The settlers on the Hot Springs reservation 
had no law to sheiter them, and were, strictly 
speaking, trespassers, and are liable for the 
use and occupation of the land. 

Mr. ORTH. I understand all that.- But 
my colleague will not pretend to say that there 
was acquired title to the land prior to the grant 
by Congress of the whole Yo Semite valley to 
the State of California. . 

Mr. JULIAN. These parties entered upon 
the land and made their settlement there prior 
to the grant by Congress, and that is the sole 
ground upon which they rest theirclaim. They 
did not take all the steps necessary to complete 
their title, because they could not do so prior 
to the survey; but they settled there before the 


act of Congress making the grant to the State | 


of California, as they had the right to do under 
the preémptiou laws, and as the settlers on the 
ao Springs reservation did not have the right 
. to do. 

Mr. ORTH. I have in my hand the report 
of the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. JULIAN. That is good authority. 

Mr. ORTH. I will read from that report to 


show that the opposition of my colleague to |; 


‘| able one. 
He told us , 


the passage of this bill is met by his own irre- 
sistible arguments in this report. 
yesterday that the title of the United States 


to the Hot Springs reservation was clear be- |: 


yond all controversy, and had so been settled 
by the land department of the Government. 
It was clear beyond all controversy to whom? 
To the branch of the Government that was 


called upon to settle the question—the land ; 
Now, does not the gentleman | 


department. 
show in this report that the land department 
has equally decided against the claimants in 
the Yo Semite valley? 


Mr. JULIAN. The land department never | 


made any ruling respecting the Yo Semite 
valley case. 
Mr. ORTH. They have ruled a principle 
which the gentleman combats in this report, a 
rinciple which ifadhered to would apply to the 
and claimed by the settlers in the Yo Semite 
valley. That my colleague will not deny. In 
this report he says: 
“The committee regret to say that this question 
has been treated of late as an open one.” 
What question? The question as to the rights 
of settlers and preémptors in good faith. 
“They regret still more that the execative depart- 


ment of the Government has decided it against our 
pioncer settlers.” 


When they settle in the Yo Semite valley they 
are ‘‘ pioneer settlers ;? when they settle upon 
the Hot Springs reservation in Arkansas they 
are, in the language of my colleague on yester- 
day, ‘‘ squatters and trespassers.” He goes on 
to say in this report: 


“And weshall, therefore, examine the position with 
more care than could otherwise have been deemed 
necessary. ‘The very point arose in a case which was 
submitted to the Interior Department under the last 
administration, Greatly to the surprise of lawyers, 
and to the serious disappointment of the settlers 
whose rights were involved, the Secretary of the 
Interior referred the question as a doubtful one to 
Attorney General Speed.” 


What question ? The question as to whether | 


parties who have entered in good faith upon 
the public lands of this Government and com- 
plied with the laws so far as it is in their power 
to comply with them, shall be considered as 
equatters or trespassers, or whether they shall 
be treated as having honestly acquired an 
equitable right which the Government of the 
United States is willing to have investigated. 
That is the whole question at issue on this Hot 
Springs case. 


| whether they asserted title or not, these parties . 


t 


What are the facts, and- what are the pro- 
visions of law which the committee with entire 
unanimity have submitted to this House for its 
approval, and which receive the unanimous 
concurrence of the entire delegation from the 
State of Arkansas? The facts are these: forty 
' years ago or more Mr. Rector and Mr, Belding 


entered into possession of certain lands em- | 


braced within what is now known as the Hot 
' Springs reservation, They have remained in 


. possession of those lands from that day to this 


` accord him credit for, that if the title of the ` 


hour. Now, I submit to my colleague, [Mr. 
JuLrax,] whose vigilance I am ever willing to 


United States Government to this vast tract of 
valuable land, worth at least $1,000,000, as 
appears conclusively from testimony before 
our committce—if the title of the United States 


intimated yesterday, why has not his commit- 


last ten years, brought that question to the 
notice of this House and authorized the Gov- 
ernment to take possession of this valuable 
property, the yearly rental of which is at least 


< $50,000? 


Mr. JULIAN. The Committee on the Public 


- Lands have not brought that question before 


this House because, until recently, no private 
claimants asserted any title to these lands; 
and therefore we had nothing to do with the 


question. 
Mr. ORTH. 


My colleague is aware that, 


i were in possession and have been for thirty 
years, and that the possession is a most valu- 


probably the most healing waters upon the face 
i of God’s earth. The place is one of public 


as testified before our committee, is worth at 
least $50,000a year. If, then, the gentleman, 


i| with his high regard for the interests of the 
United States in its public lands, has stood by | 


more than ten years and suffered these ‘‘ squat- 


of this valuable property of the Government, 
I submit it does not come with a very good 
grace from him nowto find fault with our com- 
mittee, when we present a bill providing that 


property may go into a court of our own selec- 
tion to assert their claim; and that if they fail 


take possession of the property. 


into possession. Three or four years there- 
after Congress passed a law reserving from 
public sale four sections of tbis land. Thus 
matters have stood up to the time of the intro- 
duction of this bill. The people of the State 
of Arkansas are indirectly interested in the 
adjustment of thistitle. My friend from Arkan- 


that his constituents are pressing for a settle- 
ment of this title. 

This bill does not declare that the title is in 
A, or B, or anybody else; it simply refers the 
whole matter to the Court of Claims foradjudi- 
cation. It provides further that within ninety 


shall file their petition in the Court of Claims 
at Washington. Why in the Court of Claims? 
Because the committee desire to bring this case 
for adjudication before a tribunal away from 
the immediate locality in which these springs 
aresituated. They desire to avoid the influence 
of any undue prejudice which may exist in that 


Hence we select the Court of Claims. 


in which all parties professing to have claims 
to this property may present those claims; if 


are to be forever debarred. When those claims 
have been filed, it is made the duty of the Attor- 
ney General, the law officer of the Government, 


had been so clear and unquestionable as he ` 


tee, of which he has been a member for the © 


Why, sir, these hot springs afford - 


resort. The possessory title to these hot springs, | 


ters’’ and trespassers to remain in possession || 


within ninety days all parties claiming this || 
to come forward within ninety days they shall : 
be forever barred, and the Government shall : 


Now, then, Mr. Speaker, these parties entered ' 


sas [Mr. Rogers] who represents the district : 
in which these lands are situated, has told me | 


days from the passage of the act the claimants | 


locality against the rights of the Government. 


We provide a limitation of ninety days with- | 


they fail to come forward within that time they | 


to attend to the interests of the United States: 
and if the judgment of the Court of Claims 
should be adverse to the interests of the Gov. 
ernment, it is made his duty, under the bill, to 
take an appeal to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. We provide further that if the 
title to this property should be finally adjudi- 
cated in favor of the United States, then the 
Government, through a receiver to beappointed 
by the court, is to take possession of the prop- 
erty and hold it subject to the future disposal 
of Congress. I deem it unnecessary to add 
© anything further in behalf of the passage of the 
bill, As I have already stated yesterday and 
to-day, we have had this matter under investi- 
gation for over two months. I doubt whether 
we have brought to its examination the ibility 
and research that the Committee on the Publie 
Lands could have broughtto it; but thatis our 
fault, notthe fault of the merits of this bill. Our 
committee was unanimous in its recommenda- 
tion; and in this recommendation we have 
the concurrence of every member on this floor 
from the State of Arkansas. 
Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire 
` to prolong the discussion of this measure; I 
simply wish to call the attention of the House 
to the question presented for decision. Iere 
are parties asserting an equitable title to cer- 
tain property the legal title of which is in the 
United States. The proposition presented by 
the committee in the bill now before the House 
is to have this question submitted to and adju- 
, dicated by the judiciary of the country. ‘This 
i ig the single question presented by the bill. It 
n is not proposed to award this land to either of 
these claimants, but simply to give them the 
privilege of asserting their rights, if they have 
i any, in the courts of the United States. If 
the courts, with the assistance of the Attorney 
i| General, shall find that either of these parties 
|! is entitled to this land, they ought to have it. 
If, on the contrary, the courts of the United 
States, after examination of the whole ques- 
'| tion, shall decide against the claimants, nobody 
is hurt but themselves, forthe proceeding must 
|| be at their own cost. The interests of the Gov- 
|| ernment are not jeopardized in the slightest 
| possible degree by this proceeding if the claim- 
ants have no right to the land. 

Sir, the highwayman who meets a man on the 
i| public road, and with pistol in hand demands 
his money or his life, may possibly be excused 
by some pressing necessity; but when the 
Government, standing in the attitude of a 
|| trustee to its citizens, denies to any of them 
the right to assert their claims in the tribunals 
of the Government itself, itisa wrong for which 
i there can scarcely be any excuse. If these 
: parties claim a title to this land they ought to 
; have the right to assert that title in the courts. 
` One of the very objects of the Government is 
' to protect private rights, and not to strip its 
i citizens of their rights of property. In the 
substitute reported by the committee every 
possible effort has been made to protect and 
guard the interests of the Government. The 
forum, the mode of procedure, in fact every- 
thing has been provided looking to the amplest 
protection of the rights of the Government. 
If the Government has the right to this land it 
is time it should be settled. It is time it 
should take possession of the property and 
dispose of it. If any of these claimants have 
aright to it, then it is time it should be settled 
and the property so improved as to meet the 
necessities and expectations of the public. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the gentleman let 
me ask him a question? 

Mr. KNOTT. Not now. I wish to yield 
to my colleague to make an explanation. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Speaker, in the form of 
a question, yesterday, to my colleague, [Mr. 
|| Knorr,]in charge of this bill, I suggested an 
| objection which I thought at the time was a 
valid one as against the proposed tribunal to 
i: try this case; thatis, that the parties bringing 
suits in the Court of Claims had the right to 
| testify in their own behalf. I was somewhat 
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prejudiced againat that court on that account, 
and as some other members of the House may 
also be prejudiced because of that fact, I desire | 
to make this explanation this morning. I was 
mistaken about the law. I believe that the 
majority of the House believed as I did. It 
was so understood in the discussions of the 
Committee on Appropriations and elsewhere. 
In the act making appropriations for sundry 
civil expenses of the Government, ap roved 
July 2, 1864, United States Statutes: at-Large, 
volume thirteen, page 351,section three, there 
is the following proviso: 

~ Provided, That inthe courts of the United States 
there shall be no exclusion of any witnesa on ac- 
count of color, nor in civil actions because he isa 
party to or interested in the issue tried.” 

Section two of the act making appropria- 
tions for the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial expenses of the Government for the year 
1868, approved March 2, 1867, provides— 

* That the proviso contained in tho third section 
of chapter two hundred and ten of-the act of July 
2, 184, shall be construed to embrace all suits to 
which the United States shall bea partyin the Court 
of Claims, either plaintiff or defendant.” 

I beheved that was the law now, and I be- 
lieve a majority of the House thought so. The 
gentleman from Wisconsin (. WASHBURN} 
called my attention to the law of June 25, 
1868, and on examination I find in the fourth 
section it provides as follows: 

“And be it furtker enacted, That no plaintiff or 


claimant, or any person from or through whom any 
such plaintiff or claimant derives his alleged title, 


2931 


mittee on the Public Lands yesterday, that the 
title of these lands was in the Government of 
the United States. But the question is a very 
grave and difficultone. It depends upon what 
is the effect of the two statutes passed by Con- 
gress in 1832—the statute of April of that 
year, which excepted these hot springs from 


entry, and the statute of the following July, ` 


, which is claimed to have perfected the pre- 


- court, what were the rights in the case. 


emption previously made. I understand that 
an analogous case not long ago came before 
the Supreme Court, and that the court was 
divided, four to four, as to the effect of the 
statute. 

Now, if the claimants in possession of that 
property have been in rightful possession for 


' thirty or forty years they have a right to have 


a patent issued to them, and it would be a 
wrong to keep it from them. If, on the other 
hand, they are wrongfully in possession of these 
lands, then the legal title to them is in the Uni- 
ted States. But if no action is taken they 
meanwhile remain in the hands of the parties 
in possession. In view, then, of the difficulty 
of the legal question, and in view of the fact 
that these parties have been so long in posses- 
sion, it seemed very proper that some legal 
proceeding should be set on foot which should 
determine, by the decision of a competent 
Ac- 


` cordingly the Senate passed a biil which pro- 


vided that the United States should bring an 


‘ action to eject the parties in possession. But, 


claim, or right against the United States, or any per- | 


son interested in any such title, claim, or right, shall 
be a competent witness in the Court of Claims in sup- 
porticg any such title, claim, or right, and no testi- 
mony given by such plaintiff. claimant, or person 
thali be used: Provided, That the United States shall, 
if they see cause, have the right to examine such 
plaintiff, claimant, or person as a witness, under the | 
regulations and with the privileges provided in sec- , 
tion eight of the act passed March 3, 1853, entitled 
‘An act to amend an act to establish » court for the | 
investigation of claims against the United States,’ 
approved February 24, 1853.” 


Therefore my objection falls to the ground, ' 
which was made because of my ignorance of 
this law. I desire to retract what I said yes- 
terday and withdraw any objection, believing 
the bill to be eminently proper after examina- 
tion of the report of the committee. Ido not 
wish any gentleman to be prejudiced by what 
I said yesterday in ignorance of the law I have 

uoted. 


q 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to ask the gen- 


when that bill came before our committee all . 


the various claimants said, ‘‘ We have been in 


litigation among ourselves for twenty-five years || 


in reference to this property in the courts of 
the State, and we desire that you should so 
modify your bill that we may atl come into one 
court, and that we may there have our titles 
tried, not merely as against the United States, 
but as against each other.”’ 


The Court of Claims was the selection of | 
the committee, aad in that selection I con- | 


curred. I thought it better that the case should 
be tried in that court than in the district court. 
I will only say further that I do think that the 


- bill as reported here is eminently just and 
` sufficiently well guarded, and such a bill as it 


tleman having charge of this bill, who, I pre- | 


zume, has jnvestigated the facts in the case, 
whether in his opinion any of these claimants . 
have any title to these lands? | 
Mr. KNOTT. As I remarked yesterday, the | 
committee deemed it unnecessary i0 give any | 
expression of opinion for or against any one of ' 
these claimants. I will say to the gentleman 
from Missouri that, in my opinion on the facts 
presented, some of these claimants have an 
equitable claim against the United States. The | 


‘ tion I was able to make when the matter was ` 
before the committee which has reported this | 


committee leave them to prove their claims |: 


before the court. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. [know nothing in regard 


to the facts in this case, but I gather from the | 


discussion that these parties make claim under 
the preémption law. That will involve exam- 
ination of facts. 


Government is always at great disadvantage. | 


Now, I have noticed in cases || 
before the Court of Claims involving facts the || 


. the General Government. 
occupancy a number of individuals who were © 


becomes a just Government to pass. 

Mr. JULIAN, Will the gentleman who has 
reported the bill yield to me for a question? 

Mr. KNOTT. I have arranged to yield to 
my colleague from Ohio [Mr. WELKER] for 
three minutes. 

Mr. WELKER. Mr. Speaker, this bill pro- 
poses two things. In the first place it pro- 
poses to settle the controversy between the 
Government and the occupants of these Hot 


Springs, and in the second place it proposes to | 
settle conflicting claims between the different |: 


occupants by authorizing an action to be brought 
in the Courtof Claims. From what investiga- 


bill back to the House I have become satisfied 
that the title to these Hot Springs belongs to 
Batwe find in their 


| claiming title under the preémption laws of 


, Congress, who have been in occupancy for . 
many years, and who claim title to the prop- ' 
We thought that under these circum- i 


The parties are enabled to trump up testimony `! 
in mary instances prejudicial to the Govern- || 


ment. The Government has no representative 
upon the ground to cross-examine witnesses 
and sift the testimony. The Government espe- | 
cially never takes it upon itself to go or to send | 
to the locality for testimony. j 

Mr. KNOTT. 1 now yield for three min- | 


utes to my colleague on the committee from `| 


New York. [Mr. Porrer.] | 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Speaker, I was one of | 
the members of the committee who, on an | 
examination of the facts presented to us as to | 
the rights of these claimants, came to the con- 


clusion expressed by the chairman of the Com- 


erty. 
stances there were equities enough to induce 


this Government to afford an opportunity to |. 
these occupants of the public lands to test their | 


right to these lands. 


‘The Senate, as has already been stated, ` 
pase a bill requiring the Government to - 


ting the suit against these parties. Wethought 


that that was conceding too much to these oc- | 


cupants of the public land. We thought that 


if we authorized these parties to bring their ' 
suits in the courts of the country to test their | 


title we were doing what was a matter of equity 
and justice, so far as they were concerned. 
And by the provisions of the bill we authorize 
the Court of Claims to investigate not only 
the legal question involved in relation to the title 


but also any equitable inierest that these peo- 
ple may have in reference tothatland. [think 
that the Government owes it to the men who 
|| have occupied lands so longas these occupants 
| have done to see that justice is done as between 
(| the Government and these occupants. We 
| have guarded this bill as much as we possibly 
could, so as to protect the Government; and, 
` as my colleague has already stated, the com- 
mittee themselves made the selection of the 
‘tribunal in which these questions should he 
‘decided, and we thought that it was better to 
try them in the Court of Claims rather than 
in the United States court in the State of 
Arkansas. 
Mr. KNOTT. 
question. ; 
The question was put on seconding the pre- 


I now move the previous 


vious question; and there were—ayes 59, 
noes 20, 
Mr. SCHENCK. I call for tellers. I want 


“an opportunity to send this bill to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Knorr and 
Mr. Jutran were appointed. 
The House divided ; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 80, noes 37. 
So the previous question was seconded. 
The main question was then ordered. 
The substitute was agreed to. 
i The bill, as amended, was then ordered to a 
: third reading, and it was accordingly read the 
‘| third time. 
| Mr. JULIAN. I call for the yeas and nays 
|| on the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken ; and it was decided 
l in the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 54, not voting 
77; a8 follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Archer, Arnell, 
Asper, Atwood, Barnum, Barry, Beatty, Beck, Ben- 
nett, Bird, Buck, Burchard, Roderick R. Butler, 
Calkin, William T. Clark, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, 
Cook, Conner, Covode, Cox, Cullom, Degener, Dixon, 
Dockery, Dox, Eldridge, Ferriss, Finkelnburg, Getz, 
Gibson, Griswold, Harris, Hawking, Hay, Hays, Hill, 
Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, 
Judd, Kelley, Kellogg, Kerr, Knott, Lafin, Mar- 
shall, Maynard, McCarthy, McCormick, McKee, Me- 
Necly, William Moore, Morgan, Morphis, Myers, 
Niblack, O'Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Perce, Po- 
land, Potter, Randall, Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Lio- 
nel A. Sheldon, Sherrod, Shober, Joseph S. Smith, 
Stiles, Stokes, Stone, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Tan- 
ner, tiliman, Trimble, Twichell, Upson, Van Auken, 
Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Welker, Wells, 
.. Wilkinson, Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester, Witcher, 

Wood, and Woodward—9v, 

NAYS—Messers. Armstrong, Beaman, Benjamin, 
Benjon, Bingham, Butfinton, Cake, Cessna, A masa 
Cobb, Conger, Cowles, Dickey, Donley, Ferry, Fisher, 
Fitch, Garfield, Gilfillan, Hamilton, Hawley, Heflin, 
l¥oar, Holman, Hotchkiss. Ingersoll, Julian, Knapp, 
Lawrence, Loughridge, McCrary, Mercur, Eliakim 
H. Moore, Samuel P. Morrill, Palmer, Peters, Pom- 

| eroy, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofigid, Shanks, 

| John A. Smith, William J. Smith, William Smyth, 

i! Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Townsend, Tyner, 
| 


‘| VanWyck, Ward, Willard, Williams,and W inans—54, 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. A J 
i: Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Biggs, Blair, Boles, Booker, 
Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, James Brooks, 
Buckley, Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Church- 
: ill, Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, Crebs, Davis, Dawes, 
: Dickinson, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Fox, 
© Haight, Haldeman, Hale, [ambieton, Hamill, Hea- 
' ton, Hoge, Hooper, Jenckes, Kelsey, Ketcham, Lash, 
Logan, Lynch, Mayham, McGrew, McKenzie, Milnes, 
Jesse H. Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Morrissey, Mun- 
gen, Negley, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Platt, Porter, Pros- 
ser, Reeves, Rice, Ridgway, Schumaker, Porter 
Sheldon, Slocum, Worthington C. Smith, Stark- 
weather, Stevens, Stevenson, Taffe, Taylor, Van 
Horn, Van Trump, William B. Washburn, Wheeler, 
Whitmore, and Jobn T. Wilson—77, ; 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. ` 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. GORHAM, 
| its Secretary, annonnced that the Senate had 
i passed, withont amendment, a bill (H. R. No. 
|; 271) for the relief of Colonel Samuel W. Price, 
|: of the twenty-first Kentucky volunteers. 

The message further announced that the 
|| Senate had passed joint resolution and bill of 


mbler, Ames, Axtell, 
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the following titles, with amendments, in which 
the concurrence of the House was requested: 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 85) for the relief 
of Helen Lincoln and Heloise Lincoln, and 
for the withholding of moneys from tribes of 
Indians holding American captives; and 

An act (H. R. No. 781) making appropria- 
tions for the payment of invalid and other 
pensions of the United States forthe year end- 
ing June 80, 1871. 


The message further announced that the | 


| 


Senate had passed joint resolution and bills - 
of the following titles, in which the concur- - 


rence of the House was requested: 
Joint resolution (S. No. 101) for the relief 
of Lewis D. Smith; 
Anact(S. No. 81) forthe benefit of Margaret 


Riddle, widow and executrix of George Read | 


Riddle, deceased ; 


An act (S. No. 141) relating to records of | 


the courts of the United States; ` 


for the aggregate of the areas of claims so estab- 
lished under the preémption or homestead aets, 
the heirs of said Nolan, or their legal repre- 
sentatives, shall be entitled to locate a like 
quantity of public lands not mineral according 
to the lines of the public surveys, and not to 


exceed one hundred and sixty acres in one | 


section. 


The third section makes it the duty of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to | 
cause the lines of the public surveys to be run | 
in the regions where a proper location would | 
place the said Nolan claim, and provides that | 


the expense of the same shall be paid out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 


` propriated ; but beforethe confirmation provided 
. for by this act shall become legally effective 
: the heirs of the said Gervacio Nolan, or their 


An act (S. No. 177) creating an additional :: 


land district in the Territory ot Colorado ; 
An act (S. No. 218) prescribing an oath of 


ii legal representatives, are to pay the cost of so 


much of said surveys as inures to their benefit 
respectively, and all actual settlers whose claims 


may be adjusted as valid shall have a right to | 
" enter their improvements bya strict compliance }' 


. with the preémption or homestead laws. 


office to be taken by persons who participated |: 


in the late rebellion, but who are not disquali- ii u c el r- į 
' vacio Nolan, according to the provisions of this 


fied from holding office by the fourteenth amend- | 
ment.to the Constitution of the United States; `. 

An act (S. No. 251) to repeal an act entitled |. 
“ An act to prevent the importation of certain ` a p 
© atives, which shall be evidence of title, the 


persons into certain States where by the laws 


thereof their admission ‘is prohibited,” ap- : 


proved February 28, 1803; 

An aet (S. No. 265) to prevent the counter- 
feiting of foreign trade-marks protected by 
treaty stipulations: E 

An act (S. No. 327) 
H. Murphy, of Farmington, Missouri ; 

An act (S. No. 851) for the: protection of 


the settlers within the Fort Ridgely military : 


reservation, Minnesota; 

An act (S. No. 462) for the relief of John 
Somers Smith, on account of diplomatic ser- 
vices at the city of San Domingo ; 


grant of lands to the State of Kansas, in alter- 

nate sections, to aid in the construction of cer- 

tain railroads and telegraphs in said State ; 
An act (S. No. 474) to amend an act enti- 

tled ‘‘An act to establish and protect national 

cemeteries ; 

. An act (S. No. 493) for the relief of George 

Wright; and ; . 

An act (S. No.. 513) remitting tax errone- 

ously assessed upon one hundred and fifty gal- 


lons of whisky belonging to J. P. F. Camp, of : 


Spartanburg, South Carolina. 
TIEIRS OF GERVACIO NOLAN.” 
Mr. O'NEILL, from the Committee on Pri- 


vate Land Claims, reported back with amend- 
ments and with the recommendation that it do 


pass, the bill (H. R. No. 314) to confirm the |! 


title of the heirs of Gervacio Nolan, deceased, 
to certain lands in the Territory of Colorado. 

Mr. O’NEILL. How much of the morning 
hour remains? A , 

The SPEAKER. Eight minutes. 

The bill was read. 
grant to Gervacio Nolan, late of the valley of 
‘Laos, deceased, approved by the surveyor gen- 
eral of New Mexico, October 8, 1861, and desig- 
nated as No. 48 in the transcript of private 
land claims in New Mexico, transmitted to 
Congress by the Secretary of the Interior on 
the 12th day of May, 1862, hut being now within 
the limits of the Territory of Colorado, is con- 
firmed to the extent of eleven square leagues. 

The second section provides that the exterior 
lines of said claim of eleven leagues as con- 
firmed by this act shall be adjusted according to 
lines of the public surveys as near as practica- 
ble, but iņ as compact a form as possible, and 
the claims of all actual settlers, falling within 
the limits of the located claim above referred 
to, shall be adjusted to the extent which will 
embrace their several settlements upon their 
several claims being established either as pre- 
emptions or homesteads according to law, and 


By the first section the | 


l 
{ 
I 


| 
j 


for the relief of William |! 


| 
| 


The fourth section provides that upon the 
adjustment of said claim of the heirs of Ger- 


act, it shall be the duty of the surveyor general | 


of the district to furnish properly approved 
plats to said claimants, or their legal represent- 


same to be done according to such instructions : 


as may be given by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. 


By the fifth and last section it is provided 


that immediately upon running the lines pro- 
vided for in the second section of this act the 


‘| surveyor general of the district shall notify the 


| said heirs.of Getvacio Nolan, or their legal rep- 


resentatives, of the fact of such survey being 
made, and that said claimants shall, within 
three months after notice of such survey, select 


| and locate their claims according to the pro- 
|| visions of this act, and shall, within said time, ` 
An act (S. No. 445) to amend an act for a |! j ner: í 
| of such location, specifying the lines of the | 


furnish the surveyor general with a description 


same, and the party failing to make such selec- 
tion and location in such manner and within 


such time shall be deemed and held to have | 
abandoned their claim, and their rights and |: 


equities under this act shall cease and term- 
inate. 
The amendments reported by the committee 


which were verbal in their character were 


agreed to. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Is there any report accom- ` 


panying this bill? 


Mr. O'NEILL. Iam very sorry the morn- :: 
ing hour is so near its close, for I should like ;; 
to explain this claim and this biil to the House. 


It has been fully considered, and there are 
precedents of the same kind. 
Mr. COOK. I desire to ask why this claim 


į was not presented to the Mexican land claims 


commission ? 
Mr. ORTH. That did not embrace claims 


| in the Territory of New Mexico. 
Mr. O'NEILL. This is one of a class of ` 


cases arising in what is now the Territory of 
New Mexico prior to annexation. 

Mr. COOK. 
ized to pass on all Mexican grants. 

Mr. ORTH. In California. 

Mr. NEILL. These claims were not pre- 


sentable to the commission referred to by the ` 


gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Coox.] There 
are numerous precedents tor the passage of bills 
of this character, from the time. of the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo down 


to the present day, merely carrying out the faith |! 


of this Government with the Government of 
Mexico. I think there has never been a claim 
of the kind rejected by Congress. [tis simply 
affirming the title of bona 

ublic lands in.the territory acquired by the 

nited States from the republic. of Mexico 
under that treaty. In the view of the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, of the courts of the 
United States, and.of several Secretaries of the 


The commission was author: | 


e settlers on the | 


April 23, 


Interior, we are bound in good faith to carry 
out the obligations we assumed in that regard 
by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Now, in 
order to save my time I will cali the previous 
question; and if it shall be sustained I will yield 
ample time to gentlemen who may desire to 
make inquiries concerning this bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I have a quite lengthy re. 
port of this case, prepared by my colleague on 
the committee, the gentleman from New York, 
| [Mr. Mayyam.] Iam sorry he is not here thig 
‘morning. He was with me on a sub-commit- 
tee to examine this claim. As the morning 
' hour will soon expire, and this bill will have 
' to go over until next week, he will doubtless 
return in time to make any explanations that 
may be desired by members. The Committee 
on Private Land Claims have given great care 
and attention to this case. The committee, I 
| can say, excepting myself, is composed of as 
! able lawyers as there are in this House. L 
i think we have looked into the case in every 
point of view. I shall therefore press the pas» 
sage of this bill when it shall again come up 
in the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is 
operating, and the bill must now be disposed of, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If the gentleman who 
_ has charge of this bill does not wish to press 
_ the bill to a vote this morning I will move to 

reconsider the vote by which the main question 
: was ordered, so that the bill may go over to 
another morning hour. 

TheSPEAKER. The previous question has 

been seconded and the main question ordered ; 
i! ard the question now is, “Shall this bill be 
|| engrossed and read a third time now?’ 
| Mr. DAWES. What would be the effect of 
| reconsidering the main question now? 
' The SPEAKER. Ifthe vote ordering the 
` main question shall be now reconsidered the 
effect will be to divest the bill of the operation 
. of the previous question, and it would then go 
‘ over to the morning hour of Friday next, the 
first private bill day after to-day. 

Mr. DAWES. So I supposed. I would there- 
' fore suggest to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
' vania [ Mr. O'NEILL} to allow that to be done. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Well, I do not know that 
I have much objection to that. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let it go over until Satur- 
day next. 

Mr. WELKER. Oh, no; next Friday is 
the first private bill day after to-day. — - 

Mr. LOGAN. I shall object to this bill 
going over. Weof the Committee on Military 
Affairs have been.waiting for some time to get 
an opportunity to report some matters we have 


before us. I hope this bill will be disposed 
© of now. 
Mr. ORTH. I suggest to my colleague on 


the committee [Mr. O'NEILL} to put this bill 
: On 1t8 passage now. 

‘Mr. HOLMAN. [ call for the reading of 
the report. T 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. O’Neitt] 
' to present it as a part of his remarks. Ifso, he 
. has the right to have it read, but no other mem- 
. ber has the right to call for its reading now. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I will move to reconsider 
| the vote ordering the main question, and then 
| the bill can go over until Friday next. 
| Mr. LOGAN. - I object to that. 
` disposed of now. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 
: day next. 
i- The SPEAKER. I+ ean go over to Satur- 
: day next only by unanimous consent. 
Mr. LOGAN, I object. 
| Mr. RANDALL. Il suppose the reportcan 
|| be printed in the mean time if this bill goes 
, over till Friday next. 
| The SPEAKER. It can be, if the House 
i Shall order its printing. 


Let it be 


Let it go over till Satar- 


1870. 
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Mr. O'NEILL. : I ask that the report be 
printed inthe Globe. . es 
No objection wad made; and it was ordered 


accordingly. - 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I trust the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. O’NerLy] will allow | 
the report to be read now. It is far more 
important for us to hear it read to-day, when 
we are called upon to act upon the bill, than 
to read it in the Globe to-morrow, after the | 
bill has been disposed of. ate l 

Mr. O NEILL. Very well; I will withdraw 
the motion ¢e reconsider the vote by which the 
main question was ordered, and call for the 
reading of the report. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Priyate Land Claims, to whom 
was referred House bill No. 314, relating to the pri- 
vate land claim of the heirs of Gervacio Nolan, in 
the Territcry of Colorado, have the honor to report: 

‘That on the lith of November, 1843, Gervacio Nolan, | 
residing in tho valley of Taos, then in the Territory of 
New Mexico, presented his petition to the Governor 
of New Mexico, representing among other, things ` 
that he was desirous of settling upon and cultivating 
the lands in the valley of San Carlos, in said Terri- 
tory of New Mexico, : ie 

‘That pursuant to the prayer of said petition Man- - 
uel Armego, then acting Governor of New Mexico, 
by his order dated December 1, 1843, directed the 
prefect to give his order to a justice of the peace of 
the first demarkagtion of Taos to grant the petitioner 
the lands referred to in the peti- 


the possession o: 
tion. i 

That on the 8th of December, 1843, Archuleta, the 
prefect to whom said order was addressed, directed 
Cornelio Vigil, the justice of the first demarkation 
of Taos, to comply with the order of the Governor 
of December 1, above referred to. . 

That on the 9th of December, 1843, Gervacio Nolan 
presented his application, dated on that day, to Cor- 
nelio Vigil, justice of the first demarkation of Taos, 
as aforesaid, asking for the title and possession of the 
lands described in his petition. 


by his order of that date, declared that he would pro- : 
ceed tothe place referred toin the petition and docu- ' 
ments aforesaid, and give the possession solicited 
by the petitioner. = : 

That on the 15th of December, 1843, the said Cor- | 
nelio Vigil made an order reciting that by virtue of 
the orders above reférred to he, as justice of the 
peace of that demarkation, with his assistants, pro- 
ceeded to the land referred to in the petition of Ger- 
vacio Nolan, and being upon it, proceeded to mark 
the boundaries according to the land described in 
the petition, which are set out in said order, and 
after so fixing said bqundaries, by certain, acta re- 
ferred to in said order in the name of the sovereignty | 
of the nation, gave the said Gervacio Nolan the 
possession of said lands. ; 

The documents above referred to ware recorded in 
Santa Fé on the 27th of January, 1847. , | 
It appears by the petition of the claimants, and 
also by the testimony of Ceran St. Vrain and Chris- 
topher Corson, and by the affidavits of R. L. Woot- 
ton and George 8. impson. verified by the certificate 
of Hon. A. A. Bradford, Delegate in Congress from 
Colorado—that Gervacio Nolan and his heirs and 
successors in interest have been in posgession of the 
lands mentioned in the petition from the date of the 
order of Cornelio Vigil to this time, except for brief 
intervals, when prevented by incursions of hostile 

Indians, © 

It also appears by the proofs that the present 
claimants are the only surviving children and heirs 
at law of thesaid Gervacio Nolan, deceased, and that 
he died on the 27th of January, 1857. DN 
. Lhe claim by the petitioners for a confirmation of 
their title to` these lands by Congress is predicated 
upon the Mexican colonization Jaws of August 18, 
1824, and the Mexican law of November 21, 1828, 

preseribing rules and regulations for the coloniza- 
tion of the territories of the republit.” 

By the treaty of Gaudalupe Hidalgo, as well as by 
the well-settled law of nations, the. property rights 


of the citizen or subject residing upon the territor 
acquired by the United States from Mexico was not to 
be affected or dovested, and the subject, while he 
transferred his allegiance, did not lose his property 
rights, and the United States became a sort of trustee 
to execute the trusts of the Mexican Government 
and protect the vested and inchoate rights of the 
inhabitants of the Territory. (U. S. vs. Reading, 18 
Howard R.,7,8.). To carry into effect the provisions 
of this treaty and the provisions of law Congress 
passed an act dirccting the surveyor general to in- 
guire into and report on allsuch land claims, (U.S. 
tatutes-at-Large, vol. 10, 9.08, And pursuant to 
the provisions of that law, Á. P. Walker, acting sur- 
yeyor general, on the 8th of October, 1861, reported 
that tho heirs of Gervacio Nolan, deceased, were 
entitled to the lands described in their petition, 
But as the duties of that officer were purely minis- 
terial the Government is not bound by his decision. 
Fee. report of committee in private land claim 


Under these lawsand regulations it isclaimed that 
ervacio Nolan was, as against the Mexican Govern- 
ment, by virtue of the proceedings above referred. 
to, entitled to the lands described in the order o 
ornelio Vigil. 


It is admitted by the claimants that the lands || 


granted in that order amounted te about one million 
acres, 

By section twelve of the Mexican law of August 
18, 1824, it is provided that ‘‘no one shall be per- 
mitted to select more than one league of arable land, 
from superficial ones of lands dependant on thé soa- 
sons; and six superficial ones for the purpose of graz- 
ing cattle.” ; 

This would limit the extent of a grant to any one 


: person to eleven square lcagues, or about forty-eight ` 


housand acres. 


This grant having been made under the regula- 
: tions of the Mexican Government of November 21, , 
: 1828, the ministerial officers charged with the execu- 
tion of that law could not transcend the power con- 


ferred upon them. ; g 

By section one of the last mentioned act it is pro- 
vided “that the governors of the territories are 
authorized, in compliance with the law of the genr 
eral Congress of 18th August, 1824, and under tho 


conditions hereinafter specified, to grant vacant : 


lands in their respective territories ta contractors, 
families, or private persons, whether Mexicans or 
foreigners, for the purpose of cultivating and inhab- 
iting them.” ; 

The third section of the act preseribes the manner 
in which the governors shall proceed, but requires a 
compliance with the laws of 18th of August, 1824, 
both as regards the lands and tho candidate. at 

Itis quite clear, therefore, that the governor of New 
Mexico, or any of his subordinate officers, could not 
make a valid grant of land for more than eleven 
square leagues, ? 

It is also quite apparent that in all rospoots, expept 
as to the quantity of land granted, the laws of Mex- 
ico were substantially if not technically complied 
with, and if this grant had been for eleven square 


leagues the applicants would, as between thom and | 


the Mexican Government, be entitled to the same. 

This brings us tothe consideration of the question 
of the offect of an excessive quantity upon theentire 
grant. Is the grant by reason of that excessive exer- 
cisc of power by the subordinate officer of the Gove 
ernment of Mexico rendered void in toto? 

This question seems to have been fully exantined 
by the Committee on Private Land Claims in the 
Thirty-Sixth Congress in the case of Cornelio Vigi 
and Ceran St. Vrain, (private land claim No. 17,) and 


‘| it was ruled in that case that as to the excess above 


That on the 10th of December, 1843, Cornelio Vigil, i; eleven square leagues the grant was void; but the 


committee recommended a confirmation to the ex- 


‘| tent of the quantity authorized by Jaw, and their 


decision was adopted by Coneress. 3 
This decision is quoted with approbation by See- 


retary Cox in the case of. the appeal of L. B. Max- . 


well from the decision of the surveyor general in 


the Beaubine and Miranda claims to lands in Colo- , 


rado, decided December 31, 1869. 


The following conclusions would seem to foliow i 
from the above statements of fact, law, and prece- |; 


dents: y 
First. That the heirs of:Gervacio Nolan aro efiti- 
tled under the Mexican colonization law to eleven 


i square leagues of land within the boundaries of the 


lands assigned to him by Cornelio Vigil. 

Second. That the United States having succeeded 
to the rights and liabilities of the Mexican Govern- 
ment under the treaty of Gaudalupe Hidalgo, aro 
bound to perform the obligations in relation to land 
grants which were due from the Mexican Govern- 
ment to the inhabitants of the acquired territory. _ 

Third, That within the precedents established in 
similar cases the title of the claimants to the extent 
of eleven 
by an act of Congress. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. I would like to ask the 
gentleman one question. The gentleman has 
intimated that this measure is in the interest 
of settlers in New Mexico. There are invalved 
in this bill eleven leagues of land, or some forty- 
four thousand acres. I wauld inquire how many 
settlers there are on this land? 

. Mr. ORTH. 
This is not a question arising under our home- 
stead or other laws relating to the settlement of 
our public lands. It is. a. question of good 
faith between this country and the republic 


| of Mexico, arising out of the treaty by sue | 
aa 


we acquired New Mexico and California. 
the eighth article of that treaty we stipulated 
that all the rights belonging to the people of 
New Mexico under the laws of the republic 
of Mexico should be guarantied by the United 
States. This bill simply proposes to carry out 
that stipulation. By the land law of New 
Mexico any person becoming a settler upon 
the frontier public lands was authorized to 
take up not exceeding eleven leagues; 8 large 
grant I admit—ahbout forty-four thousand acres. 
But it is not a question of the quantity of land 


whether one acre or forty-four thousand acresof | 


land. The question is whether, under the land 
laws of the republic of Mexico, these claimants 
were entitled to this land prior to the cession 
tothe United States under the treaty of Guad- 
alupe Hidalgo. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I am a 


| 


sgnaro leagues of land should beconfirmed || 
o ; 


I will answer the inquiry. | 


Claims, but was not present when this bill was 


| member of the Committee on Private Land 
| considered. 


Therefore, I wish to ask a few 
| questions. When did this party settle upon 
this land? Was it during the Mexican war? 
What is the evidence that this party settled 
i upon this land in 1847? 

Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Speaker, the report of 
the surveyor general shows that there was a 
complete settlement on the land by this party, 
as is stated in the report anbmitted awhile ago. 
. Me. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Who was 
_ the surveyor general? 

Mr.-O’NEILL. One Walker. The whole 
question of settlement was clearly proved before 
the committee. The proofs are allin the Land 
Office. The committee have no doubt on the 
questions, and have so reported. But, Mr. 
‘Speaker, as the chairman of the committee 
has well said, this is nota question of home- 

stead and settlement, but it is a question of 
‘good faith on the part of this Government with 
the Government of the Mexican republic. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. -What 
| about the other settlers? 
| Mr, O'NEILL. If the gentleman will look 
| at the bill he will see that the settlers are pro- 
‘tected. No man can be driven off his land 
who has settled there. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If there be no settlers 
upon the land, and it does not belong to these 
parties, thew it belongs to the United States. 
Was there any hearing before the committee, 
was there any appearance oni the part of any 
ane representing the United States before the 
committee, before they resolved to recommend 
(i that the title to forty-four thousand acres of 
|| lund be confirmed to these parties? 

Mr. O'NEILL. All {£ have to say is that 
` the same course of procedure was taken in this 
case as in all other cases, and the same eare 
;asig taken in matters before the other com- 
mittees of the House, ‘Phe bill has been before 
'! Congress for a year, and the proper Depart- 
ment of the Government has been consulted in 
' reference to all the facts and interests involved. 
|| I presume every one interested ‘against the 
: heirs of Gervacio Nolan has been heard by the 
| committee. Under the precedents of the Gen- 
i eral Land Office, under the precedents estab- 
lished by Congress, under previous decisions 
of Secretaries of-the Interior, this is as perfect 
l; a'claim as ever came before Congress. There 
never was a more perfectly made out claim 
' than this one of the heirs of Gervaeio Nolan. 
| «Mr. ORTH. The members of the committee 
| represented the United States.: 
| 


| 
{| 
|| 
f 
‘| 
| 


Mr. O’NEILL. The gentleman: from New 
| York [Mr. Mayuam] who wrote this report 
gave his entire attention tothis subject for two 
' or three weeks before the réport was sub mit- 
ted. I have never seen a more perfect chain 
of title in any private or public land claim than 
in this case. It was so cleara case that the 
committee ordered the report to be made unan~ 
imously. It is necessary for us to pags this 
bill in otder to:keep faith with the Govern- 
ment of Mexico. Of course some of this land 
iis: valuable; but I presume there are many 
acres of it-which are valueless. It is a ques- 
i| tion of -good faith with oursister republic, and 
Iam for carrying out the stipulations entered 
| into by the treaty-making power of this Gov- 
ernment. -We have gained nothing but the 
sovereignty of the land from the republic of 
Mexico as our purchase. We cannot interfere 
with ‘private rights, for we stipulated that we 
should not. I take it the Government of the 
United States, through Congress, is not going 
to violate its faith with a sister republic. 

Mr.. WASHBURN; of Wisconsin. I astt 

the gentleman whether, if this bill is passed, it 
willinure tothe benefit of the original grantees 
| or to the parties who now claim it? — 
Mr. O'NEILL. - As far as I know, and as 
| the matter has been presented to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims, this bill will inure 
to the benefit of Gervacio Nolan, if there are 
living heirs. 
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Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
stand the contrary is the fact. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I confess I did not look 
into that particularly, and I will ask the Dele- 
gate from Colorado as to that fact. 

Mr. ORTH. Let me ask the gentleman 
from Wisconsin what that has to do with the 
settlement of this question? 

` Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
merely for information. 


I under- 


a moment ago whether any one represented 
the interest of the Government before the 
committee. The chairman of the committee 
said that it was unnecessary, because the com- 
mittee represents the United States. I ask 
him now whether he does not know that in 
previous Congresses grants were passed which 
afterward turned out to be fraudulent. I ask 
him whether claims have not passed and lands 
confirmed to 
out that the claims were utterly worthless and 
fraudulent? 


all the inquiries of the gentleman from New 
York. I donot know what particular case he 
refers to, or to what particular frauds he has 
reference. I know that in this case the evi- 
dence was taken by the surveyor general under 
the act of Congress, and that the report made 
to the Secretary of the Interior was by him 


mended to Congress for approval ; and unless 


we can trust our own officers of the Govern- : 


ment, Ido not know whom we can trust. My 
rule in all these matters has been, being satis- 
fied that we cannot get angels to govern us, 


that we must be governed as we have been | 


heretofore, by the best men we can get to put 
in official positions. 

Mr. COOK. Iwish to say a word on this 
subject. Iam satisfied from the investigation 
I have given to such matters that in cases of 
this kind itis not safe torely on the represent- 
tations of private parties. I have myself in- 
vestigated many of these claims, which had 
been confirmed by Congress to an extent ten- 
fold that which the Mexican law authorized to 
be granted in the first instance, these claims 
also being confirmed on the report of the sur- 
veyor general of the United States. 

Mr. O'NEILL., I will state to the gentleman, 
in order to relieve his mind of the difficulty 
under which he labors—— 

Mr. COOK. I merely wish to say that I 
would like time to read the report and examine 
the evidence in order to be satisfied whether 
this claim is a good ‘one or not. I know that 
many of these claims have passed this House 
without being serutinized which were utterly 
and entirely wrong. 

Mr. ORTH. I desire to know whether the 
remarks of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Coox] apply to private land claims disposed 
of since I have been on the committee having 
charge of them? 

Mr. COOK. . Ldid not allude to that. com- 
mittee at all. 

Mr. ORTH. These wholesale charges or 
surmises as to supposed wrong-doing, I sab- 
mit, are not in order or respectful to the com- 
mittee over which I have the honor to preside. 

Mr. COOK. I have not said a word about 
the committee as now constituted. I meant 
to say that years ago the committee had rec- 
ommended and the House had passed claims 
which were fraudulent, and resting upon evi- 
dence precisely the same as is submitted in 
this case. 

Mr. O'NEILL. The gentleman may be cor- 
rect in his recollection of what may have been 

‘done in past Congresses. There may have 
been many wrong claims which eventually 
passed this House. Ido not wish to defend 
Committees on Private Land Claims of which 
Iwas nota member. But I will say in behalf 
of this committee that you cannot find in this 
House a gentleman more watchful of the in- 


| 
i 
ji 
i 


I ask ` 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I asked the gentleman |: 


the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Ortu,] or 
better lawyers than are on this committee. 

| say it is composed of gentlemen who have 
| sufficient ability to examine a case of this 
| kind, and who have sufficient regard for the 
mend to the House anything except what 
appears to be clearly just. 
been read to the House. 


think he would have been convinced of the 
entire goodness of the case, and its entire cor- 
rectness from beginning to end. The report 


traces this thing from the very day this man, | 
Gervacio Nolan, made his claim on the Mexi- | 


. can Government, under its colonization laws, 
down to the time of his settlement on the land, 
and down to the time of his death. The case 

` is now brought here, the committee after full 


| scrutiny of it asking the House to pass the 


arties when it afterward turned | 


| Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
Mr. ORTH. It would beimpossible toanswer 
i} mittee on Private Land Claims than I have, and 


|| tion whatever on that gentleman. 
| to state a case which occurred. 

‘| Ninth Congress a bill was reported and passed |. 
‘| the Senate which recomnized 

i land grant under the old Mexican law of about |: 
and the Commissioner of the Land Office recom- |; 
f by a distinguished Senator from the State of 


claim and to let the man’s heirs have the ben- 
, efit of his legal settlement. 

No man 
| has more respect for the chairman of the Com- 


| in anything I may say I desireto make no reflec- 
But I desire 
In the Thirty- 


the validity of a 


five hundred thousand acres. It was reported 
New York, who stated that he had examined 
the case very fully, and that the title was con- 
clusive. It came to this House and was ex- 
amined by the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. They came to the same conclasion, 
and the chairman of the committee on the last 
day of the session made a report, and the bill 
was passed. Having been the chairman of the 
Private Land Claims Committee before I had 
some acquaintance with the case, and when I 
came into the Fortieth Congress I offered a 
joint resolution which set forth that the claim 
was invalid. This House passed the joint reso- 
lution. It went back to the Senate, and the 
same committee which had pronounced the 
claim valid and good again examined it and 
pronounced it fraudulent, and the claim was 
defeated after the bill declaring it to be valid 
had passed and become a law. i 
Mr. O'NEILL. That might all have been, 
but all I have to say in reply to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. WasuBurn] is that heis 


Claims, and had an opportunity of examining 
this claim thoroughly as the other members of 
that committee have done. There is no reason 
why he should come in here at this time to 
complain of the committee or insinuate that 
perhaps the committee is endeavoring to force 
a baseless claim upon Congress. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
uate nothing of the kind, I wish the gentleman 
to understand. 


uation or suspicion that I do not like, and that 
I do not think should be made in this House 
against the members of the committee of which 
the gentleman making the insinuation is him- 
self a member. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iam surprised that the 
gentleman should take such a view of the ob- 
jections to this bill. I have not heard any 
reflections cast on the committee for their 


pounded upon what basis the committee acted 


j acres of land. Thatisall. Ifa case involving 
| $100 isbefore the Court of Claims you require 
the presence of an accredited officer of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to represent the 
Government. In the case of a claim for forty- 
four thousand acres of land before a commit- 
tee nothing of the kind is required; and I 
merely ask again, if the committee proceeded 
upon what has been established as a precedent 


terests of the Government than its chairman, |! that the inquiry shall be ex parte entirely or 


‘interests of the Government not to recom- | 


The report has | 
If the gentleman ' 
from Illinois [Mr. Coox] had listened to it I 


a member of the Committee on Private Land | 


I insin- |: 


Mr. O'NEILL. Well; it is a kind of insin- || 


action as such. The question was merely pro- | 


ir. confirming the title to forty-four thousand | 


almost so, because it amounts to that? Par- 
ties have come here with claims of this sort, 
and they have been passed upon in that way, 
and many have been afterward found to be 
fraudulent because the papers were forgeries, 
I do not suppose the committee are required 
|| to go into an examination and send for wit- 
nesses and investigate. The gentleman may 
remember that I said my objection was to the 
mode of proceeding in these cases, that we 
‘| Should here vote away immense tracts of land 
| without having that scrutiny which a man would 
|| have to undergo jn a case of trespass in a court 
i, of law. The objection is to the mode of pro- 
i| ceeding in settling and determining these cases. 
.| Now, the gentlemen concede that this mode 
' of examination and proceeding has led to in- 

justice in the past, by giving away lands under 

forged claims of thiskind. The statement of 

that fact does not reflect upon this commitice, 

or upon Congress which confirmed the titles, 

but it is a reason why we should require at 

least that some accredited officer of this Gov- 
| ernment shall investigate the matter of title, 
| so that we shall not be placed in the position 
` of voting away immense tracts of land merely 
` upon ex parte statements and ex parte repre- 
sentations before a committee of this House. 

Mr. O’NELLL. I yield to the chairman of 
the committee, [Mr. Ortu.] 

Mr. ORTH. Mr. Speaker, the discussion 
‘upon this bill has taken a most extraordinary 

range. I donot know that I am surprised at it 
-atall. Nota word is said against the bill itself. 
Even my colleague on the committee, [Mr. 
Wasusurn, of Wisconsin,] who attends our 
meetings as often as he can, has not said one 
word against this bill; but there is some old 
Louisiana grant that has been haunting him, 
like Banquo’s ghost, for years. Why, I recol- 
i| lect that at the commencement of the Fortieth 
Congress, almost before he had been in his seat 
five minutes, he had a joint resolution sprang 
on the House in regard tothe fraud in that case. 
| Laccord him great credit for his vigilance. But 
' because there was a ghost in that case, or a 
: skeleton, he must not suppose that there is a 
i skeleton in every case brought in here. Isub- 
mit to my colleague, in all kindness, whether 
it would not have been better to examine this 
matter when we were all examining it to see 
whether there was any fraud here or forgery 
either. Ido not see why the peculiar line of 
argument he has just seen fit to indulge in 
should have anything to do with the adoption 
or rejection of this bill. I would ask my col- 
league now if he intends to vote for this bill? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Before 
the gentleman gets through his speech I may 
make up my mind to vote for it. I have not 
done so yet. 

Mr. ORTH. Then it is apparent that the 
skeleton still haunts him. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will say 
|; to my friend that I have not attacked this bili 
'atall. I confess that I have been engaged so 
| much on other committees that I have had time 
| to attend but few meetings of the Committee 
| 


on Private Land Claims. I do not undertake 
| to say that the bill isnot right. I have not said 
it. I merely stated a fact which occurred here, 
‘that the House might see how easy it is for 
' gentlemen to be imposed upon where cases are 
': made up by interested parties and the Govern- 
; ment is not properly heard in regard to them. 
Mr. ORTH. I grant that it is very easy for 
a man to be imposed upon at times. I hope 
my colleague on the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
[Mr. WASHBURN, | will take some of this extra 
caution to himself when he comes to his naval 
appropriation bill. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I am 
extremely obliged. to the gentleman, ani will 
| certainly follow his advice. , 
|. Mr. ORTH. Let the gentleman be cautious 
|: lest-he involve this Government in a debt 
: of several million dollars. Let him exercise 
due cantian for fear somebody may some 
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has discovered some fraud that the keen sus- 
ceptibilities of my friend has not been able to 
discover. . 

Now, in regard to my good friend from New 
York, [Mr. Van Wvex,] let me say that he 
has baen in Congress fora long time, and must | 
know that this is not the first time when the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo has attracted the 
attention of both Housea of Congress. I have « 
no desire to point out to the gentleman the | 
course which he shall follow; but it strikes - 
me that if I had these miggivings which he 
expresses I would have tried before this to have 
had adopted some different mode of adjudicat- - 
ing these claims than that which has prevailed 
in Congress since 1855. Yet the gentleman | 
has sat by here and allowed various claims to ` 
be ratified by Congress, if he has not himself 
voted for them. It is well known, and the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Van Wycx] 
ought to know it, that prior to 1824, the time 
of the enactment of the land laws of Mexico, 
settlers upon the public lands in the republic 
of Mexico could obtain any quantity of land . 
they might desire; there was no limit as to the 
number of acres which settlers could take. 
The limit was first fixed by an act of the Mex- 
ican congress of 1824; and since I have had | 
any connection with the Committee on Private ' 
Land Claims of this House I have never re- | 
ported or favored—and I challenge an invest- 
_Agation of your law-books to prove the state- 
ment—lI have never reported in favor of asingle | 


time or other come forward and state that he 
| 
| 


case arising subsequently to the act of 1824 |: 


without limiting the grant. in each case to the | 
eleven leagues limited by the act of the Mexi- | 
can Congress of 1824. 


; this report. 


© three thousand acres. 


We had a case before the House yesterday | 


which involved a claim a hundred years old. 
To our shame be it said, as members of the ; 
Americau Congress, that claim has been kept | 
back ever since we acquired the territory in | 


1848; and yet to-day it is sought to alarm this | 


House because here is a bill for forty-four | 
thousand acres of land. I do not know that 
I have authority to speak for the heirs of these | 
persons, but I am inclined to think that they 
would be willing to dispose of this land for five 
cents per acre. They are entitled toit by the | 
land laws of Mexico; their title was perfected 
and completed before the United Statesacquired 
the Territory of New Mexico. By that treaty ' 
we took from them their title-papers, and are | 
now called upon to restore their titles to them 
in good faith. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Inowyield to my colleague : 
on the committee, [Mr. WELKER. ] i 
Mr. WELKER. The debate in relation to 
this bill has taken quite a wide range. 
am sorry that reflections have been cast back 


and forth, growing out of other things not con- || 


nected with this bill. Now, I do not arrogate 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims any 
more ability, or industry, or perseverance in 
the examination of cases before them than I : 
am willing to accord to any other committee. | 
But the nature of the cases brought before that | 
committee makes it necessary that we should | 
examine very thoroughly many legal questions | 
growing out of the class of business referred : 
to that committee. These old Mexican grants | 
involve a great deal of examination and re- ij 
search, in order to ascertain the foundation of © 
title in those who make claim to land. This | 


I regret very much that that report has not 
been printed. in such a way as to enable every 
member of this House to make a full investi- 
gation of the points of fact and of law involved 
in this case. Butitso happens that no opportu- 
nity of that kind occurred ; and asit is a ques- 
tion which in a general debate here might not 
be very well understood, I thought it better, so 
far as I am concerned, that after the reading 
of the report the bill should be put on its 
passage. : 

Mr. BINGHAM. I ask my colleague [Mr. 
WELKER] what objection there is to recommit- 


: ting the bill now, with an order that it be printed, 


and entering a motion to reconsider, so that, 


` members of the House can have an opportu- 


nity to read the report? 


Mr. WELKER. The objection is that it | 
` crowds back other committees that are clam- 
' orous to make reports; and the bill can per- . 


haps be as well understood by members after 
an hour’s discussion as it could be by delaying 


report by members. 

Mr. BINGHAM. It would not crowd back 
ought to have an opportunity to read the report. 

Mr. O'NEILL. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman is a very unusual one. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Such a request is not an 
unheard-of thing where a grant of sixty-three 
thousand acres of land is involved. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Only forty-eight thousand 


cres. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I believe that a square 
league is nine square miles, which would make 
the quantity of land embraced in this bill sixty- 
The gentleman says 
uantity is only forty-eight thousand 


that the 
acres. W 
fifteen thousand acres. 

Mr. ORTH. How many acres, according to 
the gentleman’s estimate, are embraced in a 
Mexican league? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iwill answer the gentle- 
man. I suppose a Mexican square league con- 
tains nine square miles Spanish. I take it for 
granted that such isthe fect. Does the gentle- 
man say I am rightor wrong? The Spanish 
square mile may be less than the English. 

Mr. ORTH. Eleven square leagues are less 


i than forty-five thousand acres. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I ask the gentleman 
whether it is true or not that a Mexican league 


| contains nine square miles, and he gives me 


; no answer. 


I; 


bill was referred to a sub-committee of the | 


Committee on Private Land Claims, who con- 
ferred with the officers of the Government to 
whom access could be had in the city of Wash- | 
ington. A full investigation was made of the ` 


treaty between the United States and the re- | 


public of Mexico, by which jurisdiction of this 
territory was acquired by the Government of 
the United States; and it required a great deal 
of examination, and a great deal of study in 


| answered my question by any means. 
question may not be material except in this | 


This House is asked to take this 
whole matter upon an oral statement. 


Mr. ORTH. Iwill answer the gentleman’s , 
question. Four thousand four hundred and forty | 


acres constitute a square league, according to 
Mexican measurement. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman has not 
The 


point of view: it is conceded by the commit- 
tee that by the Mexican law of 1824 any grant 


of land exceeding eleven square leagues is’ 


void; therefore, in settling this question it 


becomes.a matter of some moment to determ- | 
ine what is the exact extent of the grant we | 


propose to confirm by this bill. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Atal! events the bill limits 
the grant to eleven square leagues. This is 
the most that has ever been granted or will 
be under these Mexican claims. ` 

Mr. BINGHAM. I think we may as well 
have the report printed and the bill recom- 
mitted, with a motion entered to reconsider, 
so that members can read for themselves the 
views of the committee. In this suggestion I 
cast no reflection on the committee. 

Mr. O’NEILL. I call for a vote. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 


` third reading. 


order to investigate properly all the questions `i 


that are embodied in the very ableand coucise | 
report made by my colleague on the commit- . 
tee, (Mr, Maynas,] and which has been read. © 


Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the reading of | 


the engrossed bill. 


The SPEAKER. The bill is not engrossed. ii a 1 
‘| income tax accruing and to accrue, for and during, 
i; and up to the end of the year 1870; and that the 


If the demand be insisted on the bill will have 
to go to the Speaker’s table, 


. the matter and trusting to the reading of the . 


I only wish to say that I think we | 


ell, there is a little difference of only | 


i Bingham, Blair, Buffinton, Cake, A masa Cobb, 


Mr. ORTH. I hope my colleague will not 
insist on that demand. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Let the bill go to the 
Speaker’s table. That will give us an oppor- 
tunity to read it. 

Mr. ORTH. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

Mr. ORTH. Onthat motion I call the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 60, not voting 
89; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Armstrong, Arnell, Asper, 
Beatty, Beck, Benjamin, Bird, Buckley, Burchard, 
Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, Cessna, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Coburn, Cowles, Dixon, Dockery, Farnsworth, Gil fil- 
lan, Hamill, Hamilton, Hays, Hoar, Hooper, Hotch- 
kiss, Ingersoll, Johnson. Thomas L. Jones, Judd, 
Julian, Kelley. Kelsey, Kerr, K etcham,Knott, Laflin, 
McCarthy, McCrary, McNeely, Eliakim H. Moore, 
William Moore, Morgan, Myers, O’Neill, Orth, Pack- 
ard, Packer, Pomeroy, Potter, Prosser, Rogers, Roots, 
Sanford, Sargent, Schenck, Shanks, Joseph S.Smith, 
William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Stokes. Stra- 
der, Strong. Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Tyner, Upson, 
Voorhees, Wells, Wheelor, Willard, Williams, Eu- 
gene M. Wilson, Winchester, Witcher, and Wood—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Atwood, Barry, Beaman, 

on- 

er, Conner, Covode, Cox. Cullom, Degener, Dickey, 

onley, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fitch, - 
Getz, Gibson, Haight, Hawley, Heflin, Hill, Holman, 
Alexander H. Jones, Kellogg, Lawrence, Lough- 
ridge, Lynch, McCormick, McKee, Morphis,Samuel 
P. Morrill, Paine, Palmer, Perce, Phelps, Poland, 
Randall, Sawyer, Scofield, Sherrod, John A. Smith, 
Stiles, Stone, Stoughton. Strickland, Tanner, Till- 
man, Van Auken, Van Wyck, Ward, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, William B. Washburn, and Winans—60. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Ames, 
Axtell, Ayer, Bailey, Banks. Barnum, Bennett, 
Benton, Biggs, Boles, Booker, Bowen. Boyd. George 

. Brooks, James Brooks, Buck. Burdett, Burr, 
Benjamin F. Butler, Churchill, William T. Clark, 
Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, Cook,Crebs, Davis, Dawes, 
Dickinson, Dox, Duval, Dyer, Bla, Eldridge, Fox,Gar- 
field, Griswold, Haldeman, Hale, Hambleton, Harris, 
Hawkins, Hay, Heaton, Hoge, Jenckes, Knapp, Lash, 
Logan, Marshall, Mayham, Maynard, McGrew, Me- 
Kenzie, Mercur, Milnes, Jesse H. Moore, Daniel J. 
Morrell, Morrissey, Mungen, Negley, Niblack, Peck, 
Peters, Platt, Porter, Reeves, Rice, Ridgway, Sehu- 
maker, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Shober, 
Slocum, William J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 
Stevenson, Taffe, Taylor, ‘Townsend, Twichell, Van 
Horn, Van Trump, Welker, Whitmore, Wilkinson, 
John T. Wilson, and Woodward—89, 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. ORTH. We need a few minutes more; 
and [ therefore move that the House adjourn, 


i and on that motion ask the yeas and nays. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will not 
gain any point on that. The bill goes to the 


: Speaker’s table. 


Mr. ORTH. I appeal to my colleague to 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I cannot consent to with- 
draw my objection. This bill confirms the title 
to a vast tract of land, and I wish to have time, 
so that we may be enabled to read the report 
of the committee and examine the facts for 
ourselves. 

The SPEAKER. The bill goes to the 
Speaker’s table, and the morning hour has now 
expired. 

INCOME TAX. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Iam directed bythe Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report back a 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 120) declaratory 
of the meaning and intention of the law relat- 
ing to income tax, wiih the Senate amendment, 
and to move that the amendment of the Senate 
be non-concurred in. 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolatidh and 
the substitute of the Senate will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : i 
i The joint resolution of the House is as fol- 

ows: 

Be it resolved, d&c., That whereas doubts have 
arisen, and conflicting decisions been made in the 
different Departments of the Government in regard 
to the construction of the laws relating to tax on 
incomes, it is hereby declared to be the true intent 
and meaning of the acts relating to that subject, that 
all persons are liable to the payment of their proper 


assessment aud collection of any such tax accruing 
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in the year 1870, and remaining upald on the Ist 
day of January, 1871, may, under the existing pro- 
visions of law, bo made in the said last-mentioned 
year. 

The amendment of the Senate is to strike 
out all after the resolving clause of the resolu- 
tion and to insert the following: 

That sections one hundred and twenty, one hun- 
dred and twenty-one, ene hundred and twenty-two, 
andone hundred and twenty-three of the act of June 


30, 1864, entitled “An act to provideinternalrevenue | 


to support the Government, pay interest on the pub- 
lie debt, and for other purposes,” as amended by the 
act of July 13, 1866, and tho act of March 2, 1867, shal! 
-be construed to impose the taxes therein mentioned 


{ i i : 1 h ta; Se wens z : 4 
for and during the year 1870; and that all such taxes denatice to bring tn abil tovabolish the income: 


shall be collected in the manner vow or hereafter 
provided by law. 


Mr. RANDALL, I should 
‘chairman of the Committeeof Waysand Means 
a question. What will be the effect of a motion 
to lay the whole subject upon the table? How 
will it leave this question of the income tax? 

Mr. SCHENCK. It would leave it precisely 
as it stands now, in doubt and dispute as to 
what is the interpretation of the law. I pro- 
pose in a moment to explain the position of 
this matter as it is presented now to the House 
for consideration. Early in the session, two 
-or three mouths ago at least, the Committee 
of Ways and Means had their attention called 
to the condition of affairs in regard to the. in- 
come tax. There were various interpretations | 
of the law, some officers of the Government ` 
insisting on deductions from salaries, and others 
in the War Department claiming no deduction 
was to be made. These difficulties, so far as 
the salaries are concerned, have been recon- : 
‘ciled since, and they have been making the 
deduction. But in this state of facts; examin- 
ing the law, and the committet becoming satis- 
fied of the cloudy character of tho.legislation ` 
on the subject of the income tax, these two | 


ropositions seemed to be apparent: first, that . 


it was the intention of Congress in past legis- 
lation to continue the income tax for and during | 


the year 1870; and in the next piace, that there |; 


had been no continuance of the machinery to 
be put in operation in the spring of 1871 for the | 


collection of the tax for the year 1870. They |, 


therefore introduced a joint resolution to con- |; 


tinue the deduction of the income tax, and ; 
providing for its collection for the year 1870 in | 
the year 1871, the tax then to expire by limit- | 
ation, unless the subject should be taken up | 


and by future legislation the tax continued. | 


This went to the Senate.. ‘The Senate have 
sent back the original joint resolution as passed | 
by the House with an amendment in the nature i 
of a substitute. Their substitute provides for | 
the collection of the tax from dividends of rail- 
road and insurance companies and to keep up 
the taxon salaries, but tolet everything else go. 


Now, the Committee of Ways and Means are | 


of opinion that this patch-work will not anewer, 
and that the income tax ought to be either con- | 


tinued or to stand.or,fall.as an entirety; and | 


| 
that if Congress choose to continue it, it should 
be with such amendments ag Congress may | 


think proper hereafter to make to it, or else ‘| 
| else pays 


should be left justas it is, for the construction 
of the present law. They have recommended, 
therefore, non-concurrence in the amendment 
of the Senate. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. If the gentleman will | 
allow me I would ask him what would be the | 
effect if we passed no bill at all, but laid this 
on the table? 

Mr. SCHENCK. If we passed no bill zi alt 
the whole subject of the income tax would be 
left in its present eloudy and uncertain state. 
We sought to clearit up by the joint resolution 
which we sent to the Senate, by making a spe- 
cific designation of the time when it would 


expire, and of the manner of its collection for | 


the past year, which was in doubt. 

Mr. ARCHER. Has notthe Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue decided this question, and 
would not that decision stand in case we take | 
no action? 

Mr. SCHENCK. The Commissioner of In- 


ternal Revenue has decided to go on with the ij one if they want it. I propose simply to non- į; 


‘like to ask the ` 


collection upon the dividends under the monthly 
reports. Hehas decidedto go on with the col- 
lection upon salaries; and he will claim, I 
believe, that next spring, if there be any pro- 
cess for doing it, the income tax for 1870 will 
: be collected. But Ido not know any means 
by which he can accomplish that. 


| 


Mr. ARCHER. You consider that, there is 


: no machinery by which it can be collected ? 
Mr. SCHENCK. There is nonethat I know 
` of, under what appears to be the construction 
of the law. 

Mr. LYNCH. Would it not settle the whole 


tax? ; . 
` Mr. SCHENCK. In the amended internal 

tax bill, which is now a special order in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and which we expect to 


reach after we get through the tariff, whenever | 


the laws relating to the income tax, and the 
whole subject will be before the House. We 
prefer to leave it to general legislation in that 
bill, rather than interfere with it in this partial 
way in which the Senate have scught to deal 
with it. : ; 
Mr. WOOD. I think, Mr. Speaker, that 
- this is an appropriate time for the House to 


gether. 


` that may be, we shall propose amendments to | 


take some action looking to the entire, total, , 
and absolute. repeal of the income tax alto- : 
I think, sir, if we desire to carry out | 


; what is the universal public opinion of this ` 


‘ country, the sooner we get rid of this onerous 
' and unjust taxation the better. 


construction of the Jaw. 
_Mr. SARGENT. Will the gentleman 


yield 
to me for.amoment?. : : 


to dispose of one ata time. l.am not at all 
surprised that. the gentleman from New York 


| 
i tax, 
| papers, by letters,.and by various other means 
| Means, and perhaps upon Congress, there has 
! been an effort to make us believe that it is the 
most atrocious, infamous, unequal, and unfair 
law upon the statute-book. 
Mr. WOOD. As it is. 


some other respects. But the gentleman per- 
| haps will be surprised when I say to him that 


| he sees the question from one stand-point, as 


the tax affects one quarter of the country; and 
that notwithstanding all he has said about the 


‘ unanimity with whick it is condemned, I am 


satisfied that.it is one of the most popular laws 
throughout the country, which are onthe statutg 
baok. The income tax is paid by a little under 
two hundred and seventy-four thousand people, 
and everybody likes a tax which somebody 
We have discovered that, at any 
rate. I do not undertake to indicate what the 
in their general bill on the subject of taxation; 
existing law which will include several pro- 


income tax. But the question now before us 


ate proposes and let the thing rest there, leav- 
ing the Senate to take their own remedy? I 


but on the contrary am otherwise instructed 


for a committee of conference. 


| conference, but to leave it to the Senate to asl 


by the Committee of Ways and Means—to ask |. 


And therefore : 
I am in favor of any proposition that will tend ; 
to accomplish the entire repeal of the tax, and | 
there will then be ne doubt whatever as to the | 
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concur in this partial legislation. And while 
I am up I will state another objection to their 
legislation. They have, among other things, 
while letting the rest of the income tax go, 
been willing to continue the tax on salaries, 
Now, of all the inequalities and all the oppres- 
sions of an income tax, that which rebates to 
salaries is among the most odious and unfair, 
A poor clerk receiving $1,200, or $1,500, or 


: $1,800 a year, has $1,000 deducted, but five 


per cent. taken from the balance, and thus 
contributes his ten or twenty or forty dollars to 
the support of the Government without the 
benefit of any deduction for house rent, for bad 
debts, for losses, for taxes, or anything else he 


_may have to pay.- He may hold office only 
' two or three months, and he has deducted pro- 


[Mr. Woop] should use such wholesale and | 
; sweeping assertions in regard to the income ` 


Mr. SCHENCK. By and by. But I wish ` 


portionately for that time, though he may not 
have received one cent during all the rest of 
the year from any source. There are various 
ways in which it operates unequally, and if the 
income tax is to becontinued, instead of select- 
ing this to be continued while everything else 
is dropped, the committee have thought that 
salaries, if taken into account in future income 
taxes, ought to be returned like other incomes 
with the benefit of all the deductions that any 
other income has. 

Mr. SARGENT. I ask the gentleman to 
allow me to have a proposition read which f 
send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. SCHENCK. [have no objection. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Resolved, That the pending bill be referred back 
to the Committee of Waysand Means, witk instruc- 
tions to report a bill totally repealing the income 

ax. 


Mr. SCHENCK. 
that. 

Mr. SARGENT. In answer to the propo- 
sition of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that the gentleman from 


I do not give way for 


: New York [Mr. Woop] looks at this bill from 


the stand-point of one part of the country 
only, I ask to have read an artiele which [ 


. hold in my hand from the Sacramento Union 
All over the country, through the news- | A i i ti wedi, 


the leading Republican paper on the Pacitie 


/ , ; coast, on this subject. 
of operating upon.the Committee of Waysand ` ? ] 


Mr. SCHENCK. I did not mean to be so 
understood. I can show the gentleman five 
hundred articles like it; and more than that, 
I can show him in twenty different newspapers 


` atticles that look as if they came from the 


Mr. SCHENCK. My own impression is; 
that the law does need same amendment in ' 
regard to. the domiciliary visitations and in | 


visions in modification -of the law as to the | 


same hand. They are to be found in both 
Democratic and Republican papers all over 
the country. There has been an attempt to 
create the impression throughout the country 
that this is an odious, atrocious, unfair, and 
unequal tax. . 

Mr. SARGENT. There is no doubt that it 
is exactly of that character, and the whole 
country demands its répeal. 

Mr.SCHENCK. That may be; but I have 
not been led to that conclusion. ‘I cannot yield 
for any such proposition as that. ox. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I would ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means if the 


i law does not expressly provide, in regard to 
- the income tax, that no tax shali be collected 


but they will propose an amendment of the `i 


' after 1870? Is not that tl isiot 
Committee. of Ways and Means will propose || of th UH re ene peg mm 


of the law? 
Mr. SCHENCK. Yes. 
Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to have a propo- 


. sition read ; and if the gentleman will not con- 


: Sent to its adoption, I hope he will not insist 


: upon action on this question now. 
| is, whether what was done by the House at |, 5 = 


an early stage of the session shall stand, or | 
whether we shall aceept in place of it what |: 
the Senate proposes by way of a substitute, or | 
whether we shall non-concur in what the Sen- ` 


Mr. SCHENCK. 
read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this House that 
there should be a reduction of taxation as speedily 


I will yield to have it 


‘as possible; and the income tax for the year 1870 
: should be reduced tothree per cent., with an exemp- 


will only say further,that Iam notinstructed— © 


tion of not Jess iban $2,000 from each person’s in- 
come; and thatthe tax on salaries be also repealed ; 


. and no income tax be collected after theyear 1970. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Whenever the gentleman 


| can get the floor at the proper time I am per- 
Ido not propose te ask any committee of | 


fectly willing that he shall refer that proposi- 
tion to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
It shail have the most respectful considera- 


1870. 


tion. Itis one of a hundred plana that we have 
before us, F 

Mr. KELLOGG. If the gentleman will con- 
sent we will test the sense of the House on it 


Ow. 

j Mr. SCHENCK. No; Iam not going to 
yield for anything of thekind uatil this matter 
is disposed of, 

Mr. COX. Allow me one word, 

Mr. SCHENCK, l yield firat to the gentle- 
man from Illinois, [Mr. CULLON. } 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire to otľer the amend- 
ment which I send to the Clerk’a desk to be 


read, 

Mr. SCHENCK. Iwill hear what it is. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That from and after the lst day of May, 1870, 
there shall be collected a tax at the rate of fivo per 
cent. on incomes, and there shall be an exemption 
of $2,500 instead of $1,000, as by existing law. 

Mr. CULLOM. T hope the gentleman will 
allow that to be voted on. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio admit that amendment? 

Mr. SCHENCK. No, sir; I only wish to 
ecenpy the floor a little myself now to retarn 
thanks to the gentleman from Ilinois (Mr. 
Critom] also for his suggestion. 

Mr. SARGENT. I ask the gentleman to 
allow me to test the sense of the House on my 
proposition. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I cannot yield to any one ': 


just now. I wanta thread of argument myself 
to i all these onions naa a {Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. SARGENT. I only want to know if 
he will allow the sense of the House to be 
tested on my proposition. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Gentlemen may ail resolve 
themselves into points of interrogation before 
I am through if there is time; but I must have 
time now to complete my answer to one before 
I yield to another. 

Now, so far as the suggestion of my friend 
from illinois [Mr. CuLLou] is concerned, I 
wish to say that we have before us and have 
been considering propositions to reduce the 
percentage of tax on incomesto three per cent. ; 
propositions to raise the amount of exemp- 
tion both with and without any reduction of 
percentage, and propositions to abolish the 
income tax altogether, and in due time we 
shall report to this House the result of our 
conclusions in the shape of an amendment to 
the general bill in relation to internal taxes, 
to be considered after we shall have got through 
with the present special order, the tariff bill; 
but it is not a question now before the House. 


The gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. KEL- | 
LoGG] has said that the present law in relation < 
to the tax on incomes does not provide for col- : 


lecting the income tax after the year 1870. The 


gentleman might have gone further, and would , 


then have only been repeating what I have 


already said to the House, that while there | 
is no machinery for collecting the tax after 


1870, yet a fair construction of the law seems 


to imply that the law-making power intended . 
that the tax should be levied upon incomes of 


the year 1870. 


following, and does not operate until the spring 
following the year for which the tax is to be 
collected. And herein is the difficulty in the 
law. So far as you can gather from the obscur- 
ity of the law what is intended—and I beg 
leave to say that it was enacted before the 


present Committee of Ways and Means was | 


organized—it seems to have been the inten- 


tion that the income tax should be assessed |: 
and levied for the year 1870; but there is no | 
Tt was to i: 


machinery provided for doing it. 
meet that condition of things that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means reported and the 
House passed the joint resolution on the sub- 
ject which was sent to the Senate. As I have 
before explained, the Senate sent it back to us, 
having struck out the House proposition en- 
tirely and substituted for it a proposition in 


The trath is the machinery for ; 
collecting the income tax is applied to: the year | 


| relation to a tax on salaries and two or three 
| other things, but which is entirely silent as to 
| everything else. We think that partial legis- 
` lation of that kind is worse and more unjust 
than no legislation at all. 
Mr. WOOD. So itis. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Wetherefore reeommend 


a non-concurrence in the amendment of the | 


Senate, proposing to let the matter rest there, 
unless the Senate shall choose to take some 
further action. 

Mr. COX. I would ask the gentleman what 
would be the effect of a motion to lay this 

_ whole subject on the table, if it should be 

‘ agreed to? Would it not have this effect: to 
kill the income tax entirely? And would it 
not be best for the instruction of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, if they are not already 
sufficiently instructed about the public opinion 
upon this subject, to make that motion? And 
I would respectfully suggest to. the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, if he 
wants to ascertain the opinion of the House, 
to allow me to make that motion. 

Mr. SCHENCK. ‘The gentleman, with his 
parliamentary experience, ought to be able to 
answer that question himself, without inquiring 
of me about it. Such a motion, if carried, 
would not aifect the income tax in any way. 


It would leave the law just as it now is, with | 


- all its uncertainty, all its ambiguity, and every- 
| thing else that is now causing ditticulty and 
, trouble. 


. the law, or to pass declaratory legislation in 


regard to theincometax. Ofcoursein no other ., 
way could it affect the present existing law, | 


whatever it is. : 

Mr. COX. Well, I shall make that motion 
whatever may be the effect of it. 

Mr. SCHENCK. When the gentleman gets 
the floor he will have the right to make sucha 
motion. 

Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman allow m 
to ask a single question ? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BECK. Is the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means [ Mr. Sonexcx] at 
liberty to tell us now what his committee will 
probably propose with regard to this income 
tax? If he can tell us, and will do so, 1 shall 
then be better able to determine how to vote 
on this question. If he is not at liberty to tell, 
of course | will not ask him to do so. 

Mr. SCHENCK. .I do not think I ought to 
answer that inquiry. I will say that I think we 


| Tt would kill this joint resolution, it | 
|! would kill this attempt to amend or interpret : 


`. a popular tax. 


- are coming to a decision upon the subject. But , 


this particular subject. is but the part of the 
whole scheme of internal taxation. 
amended bill, which we shall urge upon the 
eonsideration of the House, we propose to bring 


that we shall propose to take off certain taxes 


By the | 
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continue as a part of the taxation of the coun- 
try that which is levied chiefly upon the accu- 
mulated capital of the country, and in a very 
small degree upon the body of the people or 
upon the poorer and humbler classes having 
‘less property. 

Mr. WOOD. Will the gentleman yield to me 
for one minute? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Iyield one minute to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woon. ] 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to say, by permission 
_of the gentleman from Ohio, that my chief 

objection to the income tax arises from its 
; inquisitorial character. In my view it is in 
conflict with the genins of our institutions. 
It is a tax which is entirely foreign to our sys- 
tem, and is inconsistent with the personal lib- 
erty of the citizen. It can only be justified on 
the ground upon which it was originally im- 
posed--as n war tax rendered necessary by 
-extraordinary contingenciesand circumstances. 
Now that the war has ceased, I contend that. 
this tax, and all taxes of similar character, 
should also cease. ldo not object to the pay- 
ment by the rich man of a large proportion of 
his income to ihe Government to extricate it 
from its embarrassments, but I do object to a 
tax which authorizes the assessor to intrude 
intothe household, the private business affairs, 
the domestic relations of every individual. I 
‘believe that from all parts of the country and 
i from ail classes of the peopié, not only upon 
the sea-board, but in the interior, as well as 
upon the Pacitic coast, there is a universal 
` demand that this income tax shall now cease, 
that Congress shall not by ita legislation con- 
tinue it any longer. o . 

Mr. MORGAN. Will my colleague [Mr. 
ScuexcK] yield to me for one minute? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORGAN.. Mr. Speaker, all systems 
of taxation are unpopular. I never heard of 
For my own part, I believe that 
the income tax as it now stands is a just tax. 
if there is any just tax in our whole system of 
internal taxation. It is a tax upon capital, 
and if I were to propose any change in the 
present law under which it is levied, it would 
be to make the exemption $2,000 instead of 
$1,000. I hope the House will refuse to con- 
cur in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It seems to be necessary 
for me to reply to some extent to the sugges- 
tions which have been made by various gentle- 
men, ‘he gentleman from New. York [ Mr. 
Woop} insists upon the inquisitorial character 
of the income tax as one of its objectionable 
features. ‘This criticism is in some respects 
well founded; and one part of the duty of the 
Committee of Ways and Means will be to 


modify the law in some particulars so that ‘its 


which we think affect injuriously the business . 


of the whole country, and which are oppressive 
in various ways, 
upara ing to state now the particulars. 

y 
shape we shall be compelled to retain and 
ought to retain the income tax. I do not think 
we can have sufficient revenue without it. As 
| to its odious character I am one who does not 
‘| believe in that, for the simple fact—this I ad- 


l which somebody else pays; and there are but 
1i two hundred and seventy-three or two hundred 


part of this income tax, even as the law now is; 
: and if the law were amended the number would 
be much smaller. Now, there is something to 
be said on the other side. The mass of the peo- 
ple, in the interior of the country at least—the 
‘| maas of the people who are not so much heard 
: here as others are, who do not-control news- 


| if they mnst keep np some taxation to meet the 


I can say this much, without . 


` down the taxes at least $30,000,000, and to do |: 


odious character shall he to some extent miti- 
gated in. the manner of ite administration. But 
so far as the tax itself is concerned—and now 


© I give my own opinion, for I am not prepared 


to disclose that of the Committee of Ways and 


© Meansin advance of our report—my own opin- 


| mit is not a fair reason—that people like a tax | 
. gentlemen who have expressed that opinion. 


own personal opinion is that in some |. 


and seventy-four thongand people who pay any | 


ion ig that the income tax cannot be dispensed 
with unless we continue some other taxes 
which are really more odious, nore annoying, 
and moré oppressive to the people than the 
income tax. : f 
Upon the general proposition that this is tho 
most odious of all taxes I beg to differ with the 


I say that this tax is most clamored about 
because those who raise the clamor have the 
i means to affect the publie mind. But with the 
` great mass of the people of the country it is 
‘not the most unpopular tax, but on the con: 


| trary is regarded by them as a fair and proper 
': tax, which falls generally upon those most able 


| to pay it. I believe there is no taxation, not 
! even that upon distilled spirits or tobacco, in 


pers, who do not make public opinion—are | regard to which there have been more attempts 
; Inclined if they must keep up some taxes, (they |, at evasion, or more frauds practiced. in order 
; would rather have none if it were possible, ) but |! to avoid taxation. Bat these frauds.and eva- 


' sions have not been committed by the mass 


| necessities of the revenue, they would rather | of the people of the country; they have not 
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been committed by the people of limited means. 
They have been, for the most part, committed 
by men who ought to pay a considerable con- 
tribution to the income tax, but who manage 
to stretch their consciences to get such deduc- 
tions as to bring themselves down either to 
no income tax at all or to a very small pro- 
portion of what they really ought to pay. 
Vhat is thought inquisitorial so far as assess- 
ing the tax is concerned must be kept up in 


order to prevent these frauds as far as possi- ` 


ble; but it need not, perhaps, be carried to the 
extent of interfering with men’s business by 
spreading it too much before the public. 

Mr. Speaker, I have some curious facts in 
regard to this, which I have sent for to the 
committee-room. Of those who pay the income 
tax in the first place there are one hundred and 
seven thousand nine hundred and ninety seven 
who pay twenty dollars or less. If you raise 
the exemption $1,000, that is from $1,000 to 
$2,000, you will cut them off. The second 


class consists of sixty-nine thousand one hun- ` 


dred and eighty-four, who pay between twenty 
end fifty dollara; the third class, of forty-one 
thousand one hundred and ninety-six, who pay 
between fifty and one hundred dollars income 
tax ; and the fourth class, of forty-five thousand 
and two, who pay between $100 and $500 
income tax. Those who pay over $500 of 
income tax altogether only amount to nine 
thousand four hundred and sixty-four in the 
United States, making the whole number of 

rsons who pay income tax in the United 

tates two hundred and seventy two thousand 
eight hundred and forty-three. I think, sir, 
as this is an interesting document, prepared 
at the Office of Internal Revenue, I will have the 
whole of it published in order fully to exhibit 
the condition of things in reference to the 
income tax. It is as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 


Orrick OFP [INTERNAL REVENUS, 
WASHINGTON, Mareh 9, 1870. 


Estimate of the probable amount of reduction in 


the income tax by raising the exemption to $2,000. ` 


The income tax assessed in 1869 will probably vary 
but little, when all returned, from $27,250,000. 


The following is a statement showing the number : 


of persons in each of five classes whose net income 
` tax on the annual list and subsequent monthly lists 


of 1869 was, first, $20 or less; second, over $20 and 
not over ; third, over £50 and not over $100; 
fourth, over $100 and not over $500; and fifth, over 

20, the number in the first class was............. 107.997 
$50, the number in the second class was.......... 69,184 
$100, the number in the third class wazs........... 41,196 
$500, the number in the fourth class was......... 45,002 


The number in the fitth class was.........cc000 9,464 


Say that the average tax of the first class was $15 |! 
and of the second class $40 per head, both of which |! 
classes would be exempted by the proposed change |, 


in the law, we have then— 


LOT DOT X Slj; ss secessseteesessessvevecvcessuccssoccssccoseceee $1,619,955 
69,184 40......0c008 seseresesccsvecconsenccoone eee 2,767. 
Total.......ssesseore EIE ERN EEN E E $4,387,315 


, Thetrx lost on thethroeremaining classes,amount- 
ing to 95,662 persons, would be $50 per head, or a total 
of $4,783,100. Thisadded to $4,387,315 gives $9,170,415, 
about one third of the whole income tax for 1869. 
The salary tax is not included in the above. This 
for the last fiscal year amounted to $561,962 52. As- 
suming that the loss on salaries would be propor- 
tionate to that on other incomes, it would amount 
to about $200,000. This added to $9,170,415 gives 
$9,570,415 as the total loss on incomes from individ- 
uals. 


I now yield to the gentleman from Connec- 
ticut [Mr. KeLLoGe] for a minute or two. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Mr. Speaker, I wish the 
House to take notice in reference to this in- 
come tax being collected for the year 1870, 
that the language of the law is that the tax on 
incomes shall be levied on the 1st day of March, 


and shail be due and payable on or before | 
the 30th day of April in each year until and |; 


including the year 1870, but no longer. There 
ig no income tax due and payable for the year 
1871. The income tax to be collected in 1870 
is the tax due for the profits and gains up to 
December 31, 1869, and: payable in April, 1870. 
The language of the law is that it shall be levied 
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at a certain time and payable at a certain time 
in 1870, when the tax is to cease ; butthe income 
tax then collected is to be for the preceding 
year. It is time, in my opinion, that there 
should be an end put to the collection of this 
| income tax. It ought to be abolished. And 
I will say to the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
ScuEnck] that those who pay from twenty to 
fifty dollars income tax are more injured and 
incommoded by itthantherich man. Itis not 
the rich men who find fault with this tax, so 
far as I know, in the district which I represent, 
or in the section from which I come. 

But, sir, it is a most unequal tax. Owners 
of real estate whose income in various wavs 
amounts to thousands of dollars annually do 
not pay a cent. Men engaged in speculations 
in real estate do not pay a single cent, though 
their gains may be thousands; while clerks, 
and those engaged in business, who receive 
only a salary, are taxed to the fullest extent, 
though their salaries will barely support their 
families, I have a resolution which I wish to 
offer as a subatitute, reducing the tax payable 
the present year to three per cent. and increas- 
ing the exemption to $2,000; and also abolish- 
ing the whole income tax and the tax on sala- 
ries for the future, so that no income tax shall 
be levied, after this year, and no tax upon 
salaries shall be collected after July 1, 1870. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
ther. 
If the gentleman from Connecticut will read 


should not wealthy men pay this tax? Is it 
inquisitorial to impose a tax upon iucames, 
which are better able to pay taxes than anything 
else? 

This is a complaint which I cannot compre- 


| hend, especially when the tax-gatherer goog 
into every household and lays his hungry hand 


on the person of every laborer, every farmer, 
every mechanic, and every member of a man’s 
family, visiting them with an inquisition which 
has no limit or restraint, in order to raise the 
revenue under our system of tariff taxation, 
And if I had the power, instead of removing 


_ the system of inquisition which executes the 


I cannot yield any fur- ` 
I wish to repeat what I said before. | 


the three or four sections in connection with ' 


this subject and then attempt to reconcile them, 
he will come to the conclusion the difficulty 
is that while the tax is to continue for 1870 the 
machinery for collecting it is not provided by 
law for the spring following. 
Mr. COBURN. I ask the gentleman from 
i Ohio to yield to me. 

i Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman must ex- 


income tax, I would make it still more binding, 
I would make those who execute the law fulfill 
their obligations more carefully and more fully 
than they do now. This much I desired to 
say, and I thank the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr.Scuexcx] for giving me an opportunity 
to say it. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I now yield for a few 
moments to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Cosury. ] 

Mr. COBURN. While I do not recognize 
the propriety of Congress legislating upon any 
subject in view of its popularity or unpopu- 
larity, while [ totally repudiate any idea of 
that kind as furnishing a proper motive or in- 
centive to action in our legislation here, yet, 
inasmuch as the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Woop] and the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Sarcent] have raised the ques- 


‘tion as to the popularity of this tax, I must be 


permitted to say as to that matter that I know 
of no tax in the whole list that is so univer- 
sally popular and approved by the whole peo- 
ple as thia very income tax; and the reason 
why it is thus popular and approved is that it 


: is derived from persons who, as a general rule, 


` cuse me,as I have promised to yield to his | 
: colleague for two or three minutes. 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
know that it is a matter of great importance to 
define our positions in regard to these matters ; 
but I listened with a great deal of interest to 
| the discussion of this peculiar tax. I represent 
| a large agricultmral district, populous and in 
| good circumstances. I think, however, I should 

be faithless to their wishes cn this subject if I 
| voted here to relieve that class of people who 
| are best able to pay tax upon their incomes. 
| This tax falls on that class of people who by 


are well able to pay it. Instances have been 
mentioned where clerks and others with fami- 
lies and small incomes, the amount of which 


i ean be readily arrived at, are oppressed by 


this tax, as compared with others better off, 
The amount of whose incomes is only known 
to themselves. But you can hardly turn to 


: anything in the whole list of taxation which 


does not operate with severity and hardship 
on some individual or other. But taking the 
tax in its entire operation, the wealthy men, 
the men of property, the men of substance— 


_ all embraced in the list of two hundred and 


‘| the very terms of it have an income to be as- | 


' Woop, ] with whom it always gives me pleasure 
i! to agree, says that this tax is inquisitorial in its 
nature. 
people is inquisitorial.. The tariff on the arti- 


|| cles which enter into the ordinary consump- 


tion of a household is still more inquisitorial 
in its character than this tax. There is noth- 
ing that goes upon a man’s person, nothing 


family, but is visited with the inquisition of 
taxation. 

According to my view of the situation of 
affairs, taxation is quite unequal enough now, 
; and should not be made more unequal by reliev- 
ing the wealthier and better able classes of the 
payment of this tax. Instead of this being an 
unpopular tax, I would say to this House that 
the most unpopular act it could commit would 
be, in my judgment, to repeal the income tax. 
On whom does this tax fall? On bondholders, 
although not half so heavily as I would make 
it fall on them if I had the power. 


wealthy manufacturers and merchants, and on 
aggregated capital in whatever hands it may 
be found. Instead of this being too inquisito- 
rial a tax, I would make it more so if I had the 
power; for under the law as it now is, men 
evade their taxes. It isa constant complaint 
in the various collection districts that men by 
false returns, by untrue accounts, evade pay- 
ing the proper tax on their incomes. And why 


hy, any tax that is laid upon the | 


that he lives upon, nothing that clothes his || 
. for his courtesy in allowing me three minutes 
' to express my own views, as well as what I 
| believe to be the public sentiment of the coun- 
'| try on this question. 
i where are we to look if not to the public press 
| for evidences of public opinion? I do not be- 


On bank- | 
ers, though not to the extentit ought. On the | 


; sessed. The gentleman from New York, [Mr. | 


seventy-five thousand persons who pay income 
tax—are better reached by this tax than they 
would be in any other way. I would, there- 
fore, regret to see it abolished or in any way 


: altered. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, how much 
of my hour remains? 

The SPEAKER. A little over twenty 
minutes. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I yield to the gentleman 
from California [Mr. SARGENT] for three 
minutes. 


Mr. SARGENT. I thank the gentleman 


I ask the gentleman 


lieve that those who ordinarily publish papers 
are the rich men of the country, rolling in 
wealth, as the gentleman asserts. Their pro- 
fession is not so profitable that this is likely to 


| be the case; and I do not think, therefore, 
| that these men can be supposed to speak espe- 


cially for those who are wealthy. They are 
the reflex of public opinion in all its forms. 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. VoorHEES] 
gave the best possible argument against this 
tax when he spoke about there being so few 
who return honestly their incomes for taxation. 
It has been a crying shame against the meas- 
ure, from its very outset, that it leads to per- 
jury; that rich men and speculators, without 
fixed salaries, can by cooked schedules evade 
their fair share of the tax, while poor clerks 


1870. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


2939 


and poor widows, whose incomes can be 
easily ascertained, have every dollar of excess 
taxed. ae 

Now, sir, the people of the United States 
have paid into the Treasury since 1865 $1,900,- 
000,000, within $600,000, 009 of the amount of 
the present debt, Was ever a people so heav- 
ily burdened before? We have paid since 
March of last year $87,000,000 of the public 
debt. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] 
says that if we take off this taxation, amount- 
ing to a little over thirty million dollars, we 
must have the same amount from some other 
source. Why, sir, is this generation, which | 
has fought the war, also to pay its debt? Will | 
it not be better to postpone the payment of | 
most of the debt to the future, when our re- | 
sources will have expanded and our popula- | 
tion become so much greater? With our rapid 
advauce in wealth and population the debt 
becomes lighter and lighter, even if not a dol- 
lar is taken from its sum. Our income from ' 
the tariff and internal taxation this year is | 
$120,000,000 over and above the expenditures 
of the Government, and if we carry out the | 


romises of economy made in this Hall, as we | 
fave done in some measures that have passed | 
this House, we will curtail the expenses of the 
Government some twenty or thirty millions. 
That added to the $120,000,000 of surplus rev- 
enue makes $150,000,000. We ought not to 
attempt to reduce the debt more than at the 
rate of twenty-five or thirty millions a year. 
That is an ample burden, in addition to the 
necessarily large expenses of the Government, 
for the present generation to bear. 


resulting from the struggle through which we 
have passed, in a higher degree than we do, on 
account of the higher liberty they will enjoy, 
ay the bulk of this debt. e should honestly 
ulfill our obligations to our creditors, paying 
them their interest now, and adjourn to the 
future, to those who will beable to bear it better 


than we can, the payment of the principal, | 


while providing for a small sinking fund. 

I warn gentlemen who think there is nothing 
in the attitude of the press that they make a 
feartul mistake. Public opinion is against this 
law. The people bore this tax with all its 
inquisitorial features during the war, because 
that and all our burdens, all the sacrifices of 
treasure and blood and tears, seemed the price 
of\.ational existence. But no party that adopts 
as a policy the continuance of the present and 
past heavy-handed exactions can maintain its 
hold of the country. Not only is economy de- 
manded, but reduced taxation ; and our places 
will be vacated here, and ought to be, if we give 
no relief. The relief most demanded and most 
easily afforded is to abolish this odious tax, so 
fruitful in perjuries, so demoralizing to the 
people, so unequal in its operation, and so 
inquisitorial. I have proposed a resolution 
that will go straight to that object, and I hope 
I shall be allowed to test the sense of the House 
on it. 

(Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentleman 
from Ohio yield to me for three minutes? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Not until I have redeemed 
three or four other promises. I yield now to 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] for 
three minutes. 

Mr. JUDD. Iconcur, Mr. Speaker, in the 
statement of the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, that the payment of taxes 
is disagreeable to every person, and that poor 
human nature is so constituted that almost 
everybody prefers that’ his neighbor should 
pay all the taxes; it is much easier and much 
more convenient to have them pay it than to 
pay it themselves; and the same feeling pre- 
vails as between the different kinds of prop- 
erty, business, and industry. The lesalatons 
when called upon to decide between these con- 
flicting elements, must take into consideration 
all the various conditions, so that justice may 
be done. While carrying out the principle of 


Let our | 
children, those who will enjoy the benefits | 
| 


the greatest good to the greatest number, with 
adeep feeling and desire to relieve the people 
from burdens, he cannot forget that the Gov- 
ernment must be supported, the interest on 
our debt must be paid, and the maimed sol- 
dier and the widow and orphan of those that 
died in saving this country must be ‘cared for. 
From what sources can the necessary revenue 
be most properly and fairly derived? I assume 
that this House, before this session closes, will 
do its duty in this matter of the reduction of | 
taxation. 
way shall it be reduced? 
The Commissioner of Internal Revenue ' 
shows that one hundred and sixty million dol- 


sources during the past fiscal year: 
hiiia -» $45,026,401 74 


Fermented liquo 


- $160,039,344 20 


The item of gross receipts, whichis an indirect | 


tax upon every bushel of grain and pound of 


merchandise carried between the producer and | 


consumer, ought certainly to be first consid- 
ered, and the interest of cheap transportation 
demands the repeal of this tax. The corpor- 
ations paying this tax make their customers 


The question then arises, in what : p ) 
(| part of loyal men to contribute of their sub- 


23,430,707 57 
6,990,879 54 | 


refund it to them in their mode of charging | 
for carrying grain and goodsand merchandise. | 


The merchant charges an additional price for |, ; 
i California, [Mr. SARGENT. ] 


his goods equal to the amount paid by him on 
his sales. This reaches every person who buys 
anything ; and if you would cheapen goods to 
the consumer this tax should be repealed. 
The item in the above list denominated special | 
taxes consists of the thousand and one licenses 
for doing business, and which enteralmost every 
place where any industry is prosecuted, is ex- 
ceedingly annoying, requiring a host of officers 
to watch the occupation of every citizen; and 
if the northern farmer cultivates a little sor- 
ghum for home use, and his millis large enough 
to crush a little for his neighbor, he must ob- 
tain a license, and this extends to almost every 
business. As to the question particularly in- 
volved in the subject now under consideration, 
my judgment wouid be that the entire income | 
tax should be repealed, if that can be done 
safely to the honor and interest of this great 
nation. Ihave assumed from the beginning 
that if the entire tax is not repealed this House 
certainly would extend the exemptions, so that 
the salaried men and those whose income does 


not exceed two or three thousand dollars per 
annum would be entirely freed from income 
tax. 

I assume from the tone of the House that 
the exemption will be increased so as to ex- 
clude all that class of men. 


The chairman of | 


the Committee of Ways and Means announces - 


the intention of that committee to so alter | 


and change the law that if allowed to remain 
it shall be shorn of the inquisitorial powers 
that are now so odious. I do not concur in 
the opinion that a proper income tax is 80 very 
unjust. Mr. Speaker, it is the only way in 
which property is directly assessed for the sup- 


port of the Government. This is the only | 


form in which a tax is levied upon property as 
such.. The amount derived from the income | 
tax is less than the amount paid by the Gov- | 
ernment for pensions as the result of the war | 
to preserve it. The pension list now consumes | 
about $35,000,000 per annum. 


Banks and bankers. 3,335,516 52 ; 
Gross receipts..... ... 6,300,993 82 

MSTA OB E E E E AA 8,206,839 03 
Special taxes not elsewhere enumer- 

BUCO A E sbecestorvestes 8,801,454 67 
Income . 34,791,855 84 
Legacies... 1,244,837 0 
Successions.............06+ 1,189,756 22 
Articles inschedule A 882,860 70 |: 
Passports...... 29,453 00 
AG D A sicense ssevis'conces 2,116,005 82 
Sources not elsewhere enumerated...... 1,284,978 98 : 
Penalties, &C......r.ersccessesscecessesore pessoas ase 877,088 79 ; 
SEAM DB sss cceccssnccesccsessvizessnsesesseverdtsacesscess 16,420,710 01 


li friend from Ohio, [Mr. ScHenck. ] 
The gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. KEL- ; 


I tell him that it is a war tax to-day. It is 
needed to pay these pensions; and ought the 
wealthy to refuse of their surplus theamount ne- 
cessary tocare for the maimed and forthe widows 
and orphans of those who gave their lives to 
save the Government? It is only in theevent 
that the finances of the Government absolutely 
demanded this tax that I would continue it. 
Upon a fair and full examination of these, the 
various sources of revenue, if the continuance 
of this tax shall be found necessary I do not 
believe there will be any grambling on the 


stance. 
Mr. MeNEELY. I would ask my colleague 


© in what other way we are levying a tax on the 
"| bondholders at present except by this internal 


revenue tax? 
Mr. SCHENCK. In no other way. 
Mr. JUDD. If my colleague has any bonds 


: and renders the proper account of his income 
; he pays a tax on his bonds, and I sappose that 


will be the case of all honest men. 

Mr. MceNEELY. I am not so fortunate 
as to belong to that class. I ask the gentleman 
in what other way are we now levying any tax 
upon the bonds of the Government? I hope 
that consideration will lead to the preservation 
of this tax. 

Mr. WELKER. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio how much income tax members 
of Congress pay every year on their salaries ? 

Mr. SCHENCK. That is a mere matter of 
arithmetic. 

Mr. WELKER. It is $200 each. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It is a little more than 
$200, for there is the five per cent. upon the 
mileage allowed to each member. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman yield to me 


! for a few minutes? 


Mr. SCHENCK. Iam afraid the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Cox] will go off into 
general debate, as did the gentleman from 


Mr. COX. No, I will not. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Well, I will yield to the 


j gentleman for two minutes. 


Mr. COX. So far as the present law is con- 
cerned I do not think it bears the construction 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] has 
put upon it. I think that without any sort of 
doubt the income tax will expire with the year 
1870. The law provides— 

“ That the taxes on incomes herein imposed shall 
be levied on the Ist day of March, and be due and 
payable on or before the 30th day of April, in each 
year, until and including the year 1870, and no 
longer.” 

Of course the law ends with the year 1870, 
unless resuscitated. And gentlemen will find 
by referring to sections one hundred and twenty- 
one and one hundred and twenty-two of the 
law in relation to the tax upon dividends of 
banks and railroad corporations, &c., that 
these taxes are not necessarily income taxes, 
and in my judgment are in force. The tax 
as enforced upon our merchants is the worst 
executed law that ever existed or was ever 
known. The officers go to the counting-reom 
of the merchant and seize his books and 
papers, or, if they are locked up in his safe, 
they take a cold-chisel and break open his safe, 
and oftentimes by the interruption of his busi- 
ness and the imputation thrown upon him 
force him into bankruptcy. It is the meanest 
law ever executed in the country. If taxes 
are to be taken off anything I would like to see 
it placed upon the bonds of the Government; 


| not upon the mere interest of the bonds, but 


upon the body of the bonds themselves, upon 
the full property in the bonds. Sir, we pay 
more taxes per capita, in comparison with 


! other countries, than any other nation in the 


world except perhaps Great Britain. I think 
we ought to cut down our taxes. I have a 
statement here about that matter, but I will 
not go into it now, after the admonition of my 
I would 
like to read the petition I presented the other 


LOGG] says that the income tax was a war tax. | day, of five hundred and eighty-two bank 
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clerks, with salaries ranging from fifteen to 
twenty-five hundred dollars, or thereabouis, 
but that would be going into the general sub- 
jeet. Still I think we should grant them some 
relief. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
said that— 


` No rogue e’er felt tho halter draw 
With good opinion of the law.” 


| 


It has been well | 1 
z ' tinued, or whether we shall continue these 


out, then none of the annoying little special 
taxes nor any of the other taxes that are really 
so vexatious, and perhaps odious beyond. all 
others, can be abolished. The alternative sub- 
mitted to the people is really whether this 
income tax, this tax upon capital, shall be con- 


' other taxes which in a thousand ways annoy 
_ the people and obstruct the business of the 


Many men in the United States never pay any | 


tax except upon their incomes. 
who carry their money in their pockets, who 
speculate and have no property upon which the 


assessor can levy a tax; they can be reached ` 


They are men : 


only by this more inquisitorial tax of which the © 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] speaks. : 


Ít is true that too many of them escape the 
payment of any tax. But some of them are 
reached and are compelled to pay. I suppose 
we can reduce quite largely the revenue from 
internal taxes. I do not myself have much 
confidence in the opinion that any bill for the 


country. 

I do not expect, while any of us live, a mil- 
lennium which shall have as one of its features 
that there shall be no taxes at all; but I do 
expect as well as hope fora time when our 
taxes shall be very much reduced. The fairest 
method of levying taxes would probably be to 
require that every man should contribute to 
the needs of the Government in exact propor- 
tion to the amount of his property in every 
shape. But-it is not practicable to arrive at 


any ad valorem taxation of that kind. Hence 
‘we are compelled to feel. around, as.it. were, 


revision of the tariff will pass Congress this . 


session. And if so, then we can reduce the 
- taxes by internal taxation more than is pro- 
posed. In view of that I shall not be opposed 


to increasing the amount of exemption so as to `: 
bring within the exempted class the clerks and ` . 
: and the artificial appetites of the country, and 
' upon its accumulated ¢apital. _ KF. 

We have not yet, in my opinion, reached the ; 


salaried men who work for fifteen hundred or 
two thousand dollars a year, who have families 


to support, and upon whom this tax bears | 
heavily. But after giving that relief, it seems | 


to me that the tax on incomes isthe fairest tax 
which we now levy. 


We can get a large rev- . 


enue from it, and we can collect it from men `: 


who will not feel it, and at the same time re- 


lieve the poor men, the laboring men, the `i 


industry of the country from taxation. 
the farmer, the agricultural man, the man with 
a local habitation and name, he pays his taxes; 


As to ` 


he is taxed for State purposes, for county and | 


town purposes ; his lands are taxed, his cattle 
are taxed, everything he has in his house is 
taxed, while the speculator, the bank man, 
and others of that. class can be reached only 
by this tax. 


Mr. SARGENT. That is the very class who ` 


escape the income tax. 
Mr. SCHENCK. ‘There are two or three 


appealing to me to yield to them. But as they 
are of my own family I can refuse them. 
[Laughter. ] 

I do not wish to be drawn, if I can avoid it, 
into a general diseussion of the propriety of 
theincometax. This was brought up asa sub- 
ject of consideration to some extent when thie 
joint resolution was originally passed by the 
House, which was intended to avoid ambiguity,. 
to remove obscurity from the law, and provide 
that the income tax should continue as a form 
of taxation during the present year, with the 


means and machinery for its collection, and | 
should then, in the absence of further action by | 
Congress, expire., That, I think, was the true ; 
position for Congresgtotake. The Senate have | 
not agreed with us. They have sent back-our | 


joint. resolution with an amendment striking 
out all after the enacting clause and substitut- 
ing a proposition to keep in force some four 
sections of the law, which it seems, according 
to their own construction, will be in force with- 
out any legislation. So that either their legis- 
lation is idle, or, if it is to have any force and 
effect at all, is partial. The Committee of 
Ways: and Means have directed me to report 
back the joint resolution and the Senate sub- 
stitute, with a recommendation that the House 
non-concur in the substitute; but, as I have: 


already said, they do not instruct me to ask for: 


a committee of conference. They are willing 


that the bill shall fail altogether rather than | 


consent to the partial legislation proposed by 
the Senate. 

In regard to the general subject of the income 
tax, I want gentlemen to bear in mind that 


this tax upon the accumulated capital of the 


country produces now an annual revenue of 


$35,000,000. Ifthe income tax is to be wiped || 


and by taxation upon various subjects and in > 


various forms distribute the burden as nearly. 
as we may fairly. In this distribution—-and [ 
am in favor of discrimination always—I prefer 
that, as far as practicable, the weight of our 
taxation shall fall chiefly upon the luxuries 


time when we can give up this income tax. 
admit, as did the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
Jupp, ] that it is a war tax. Although, so far 
as regards & mere conflict of arms, the war is 
over, yet in the debt which it has entailed 
upon us the wat is notover. Ta pay the pen- 
sions of our soldiers, to meet the. interest on 
the publie debt which we contraeted ii carry- 


Es 
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suspended and the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the tariff bill. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the Horse 


, do now adjourn. 


. Let us do something to-day. 


Mr. DAWES. I demand the yeasand nays, 
We have lost 
two days trying to do something. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I insist on my motion, 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
CENSUS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, an- 
nounced that he had appointed as the com- 
mittee of conference on the part of the House 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the census bill, Mr. GARFIELD of Ohio, Mr. 
Auuison, and Mr. Cox. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was 
granted to Mr. ARCHER until Wednesday next ; 
to Mr. CLevetanp until Tuesday next; to Mr. 


: Reeves for four days from Monday next; to 


Mr. Porrer for one week; to Mr. Scnumakern 
for three days; to Mr. Boyp, on account of 
sickness, for twelve days; to Mr. MunGey, on 
account of serious ‘illness in his family, for 
twenty days; and to Mr. Burier, of Massa- 
chusetts, for eight days from to-day, 
MEMBERS EXCUSED. 
Mr. DAWES. I wish to say in reference 


to my colleague [Mr. Butuer] that in conse- 
quence of sickness in his family he found it 


_uecessary to go home with them last night. 
| Under the circumstances I ask that he be re- 
. lieved from the necessity of attending here on 
i Monday next, upon the payment of the fine of 


ing on the war, to pay ultimately the principal. ' 
of that debt, we are compelled to keep up this © 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bur- 


and other burdens upon the people of the coun- 
try as War measures, not to catry on an exist- 


ing war, but to pay the cost of a war that we | 


have had. Hence it is idle to talk about re- 
mitting all our taxes and sweeping away all 
these burdens which it: has been found neces- 
sary to impose upon the people of the country 


‘| and their business ; for although no gon is now 
members of the Committee of Ways and Means | 


being fired, it is just as essential to keep our 
public faith, to pay our debt, to pay the interest 


| upon 1t—— 


: Mr. Speaker, I see the hammer is about to: 
fall, ahd I call the previous question. : 
The previous question was seconded, there 
being—ayes 112, noes 22. E 
Mr: SARGENT. I move that the 
laid on the table, and on that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. : Let this be a test question. 
The yeas and nays wert not ordered. 
Mr. SARGENT. I call for tellers. 
Tellers were not ordered: 
The motion of Mt. SARGENT was not agreed 


to 


upon concurring in the Senate‘antendment. ` 
The amendment was non-coneurred in. |<" 
Mr. SCHENCK moved to réconsider the 


bill be 


ten dollars for non-attendance at the session 
of last night. 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection 


LER] will be excused. 

‘There was no objection, and Mr. BUTLER, 
of Massachusetts, was excused. . 

Mr. SCHENCK. I now wish to make an 
appeal in behalf of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Porrar.] He was absent last 
night in consequence of being thrown from his 
carriage and injured. Hestill feels the effevts 
of his injury, and the House has granted him 
leave of absence. I ask that he be excused 
from his delinquency last night, so that he 


` may take advantage of the leave of absence 


granted to him. 
There was no objection, aud Mr. Portrr 
was excused. i 


L. RUSSELL AND JOSEPH W. BALLOU. 
On motion of Mr. KNOTT, by unanimous 


_ consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal 
‘from the files of the House of the papers in 


| the case of L. Russell, and also the papers in 


_ the case of Joseph W., Ballou. 


The main question was ordered ; which wag 


Mr. DAWES. I hope we will be allowed 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union and spend an hour on the 


i; tariff bill instead of wasting an hour in calling 


vote by which the Senate amendment was non: ` 


concurred in; and also moved thatthe motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


i the yeas and nays. : 
. ` The question was taken 


; and it was decided 


. in the affirmative—yeas 86, nays 67, not voting 


© 745 as follows: 


Mr. SCHENCK. . Although itisrathér late ` 


I should like to doa little work in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the tariff bill: 
Several Memprrs. No! No! : 


- Brooks, Buckley, 


. Hatailton, Harris, Hawkins, Heflin, 


Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman from ` 


Ohio will go on with his business. nee 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask my col- 
league to yield to me to make a report: from 
the Committee on Banking:and Qurtency in 


bank. It will not take 


more than two or thres 
minutes. ; ne g eS 


gS a a ere res ; se : 
Mr. DAWES. I demand the regular order. |} 


of business. - 


Mr. BCHENCK. -I move that the rules: be 


t 


Arnell, Barnum, Bes- 
ingham, Bird, James 
é urchard, Roderick R. Butler, 
Cake, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Cowles, Cox, Cullom, 
egener, Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, Dox, Lidridge, 
Fitch, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Haight, Hamill, 
olman, Inger- 

soll,J ohngon, Thomas L.J ones; Judd, Kellogg, Kerr, 
Knott, Logan, Marshall, McCormick, MoNeely, Blia- 
kim H. Moore, Morgan, Samuel P. Morrill, Niblack, 
Orth, Patker, Paine, Palmer, P 


YEAS—Mesers. Armstron 
man, Beatty, Benjamin, 


omeroy, Rogers, 


: Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Sherrod, Sho- 


: Sweeney, Taffe, Tillman, Trimble, 


regard to changing the location of a national | wiled 


ber, Joseph S. Smith, William J. Smith, Stokes, 
Stoughton, Strader, Strickland, trong, Swann: 
peson, Van 
Auken, Van Wyck, Voorhees, Welker. Wheeler, 
i ugene M. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, 
Witcher, Wood, and Woodward—86. , 
NAYS—Messrė. Allison, Asper, Atwood, Bennett, 
enton, Blair, Bufinton, Cessna, Amasa Cobb, 
oburn, Conger, Covode, Dawes, Donley, Farns- 
worth, Perriss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Garfield, 
Gilfillan, Hale, Hawley, Hil], Hoar, Hooper, Hotch- 


1870. 


kiss, Kelley, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, haflin, Law- 
pce. oughridge, Lynch, Maynard, McCarthy, 
McCrary. McKee, Mercur, William Moore, Morphis, 
Myers, O’Neill, Packard, Peck, Peters, Phelps, 
Potter, Randall, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, John 
A. Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, 
Stiles, Tanner, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, Ward, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B. Washburn, 
Wells, and Williams—67. 

NOT VOTING—Mesers, Adams, Ambler, Ames, 
Archer, Axtell, Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barry, Beck, 
Biggs, Boles, Booker, Bowen, Loyd, George M. 
Brooks, Buck, Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, 
Calkin, Churchill, William T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, 
Cleveland, Conner, Crebbs, 
Pyer, Ela, Fox, Haldeman, Hambleton, Way, Hays, 
Heaton. Hoge, Jenckes. Alexander H. Jones, Julian, 
Lash, Mayham, McGrew, Mckenzie, Milnes, Jesse 
If. Moore. Danicl J. Morrell, Morrissey, Mungen, 
Negley, Perce. Platt, Poland, Porter, Prosser, 
Reoves, Rice. Ridgway, Roots, Sanford, Schumaker, 
Porter Sheldon, Slocum, Worthington C. Smith, 
Stevenson, Stone, Taylor, Van Horn, Van Trump, 
Whitmore, Wilkinson, and Johu T. Wilson—74. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


Aud thereupon, (at four o’clock and five 
minutes p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. : 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


' district within one year from the passage of |} 


Davis, Dickinson, Duval, | 
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elaims in the Territory of New Mexico,’’” was 
read. It provides that so much of the act 
approved February 25, 1869, as requires that 
derivative claimants from Vigil and St. Vrain 
shall establish their claims to the satisfaction 
of the register and receiver of the proper land | 


the act, shall ke so construed as to authorize ;| 


the presentation of the derivative claims within 
one year from the appraval of subdivisional 


surveys contemplated by the act of February | 


25,1869. All settlers entitled by the actto the | 


tights of preémption or homestead are to have |, 


the further time of thirty days after notice in | 
their favor of their respective claims to file ` 
their declaratory statements as to preémptors, 
or to make entry under homestead laws, as they 
may select. i 


The joint resolution was considered as in | 


Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Iwill state that this joint ; 
resolution is in the interest of the settlers upon 


. these lands, and a similar bill has been care- 


fully considered by the Committee on Private 


` Land Claims of the Senate and reported back, 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees : 

By Mr, ARCHER: The petition of Nathaniel 
Leithiser, of Havre de Grace, Maryland, pray- 
ing relief. , . 

By Mr. BUCK: The petition of A. N. Jones 
and others, for,a post route to be established 
from Evergreen to Cokerville, Alabama. 

By Mr. DONLEY: The petition of J. J. 


and is now on the Calendar. This joint reso- 
lution passed the House on Friday last, and if 


_ there be no objection I hope it will be disposed | 


of-now. It simply provides that the settlers 
upan. these lands shall -have a year from the 


| time when the surveys are completed within 


u which to preémpt and purchase their lands, 
‘instead of a year from the passage of the act, ` 


1 


: because it is probable the surveys could notbe | 


Anderson, of Rochester, Pennsylvania, asking ` 


for a renewal of his patent for an improved 
cooking stove. 


By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The | 
petition of Charles Colburn for compensation | 


for services as a yeoman in the Navy. 
By Mr. McCARTHY: A petition of 175 busi- 


ness firms and individuals of Syracuse, New |: 


York, against the passage of the funding bill 
in its present form. Thatit would disturb and 
unsettle the condition of the national bank- 
ing system. Against any contraction of the 
legal-tender currency. Also, against any at- 


tling their condition and materially affecting 
the business of the country. 


By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Rev.. | 
li Intion of the Legislatare of 
|| an appropriation for the completion of the im- 
| provement of the Fox and Wiseonsin rivers; 


Jonathan L. Mann, of Knoxville, Tennessee, 
late chaplain ninth regiment Tennessee vol- 
unteer cavalry, praying compensation for his 
services as such officer. 

By Mr. SARGENT: The memorial of Isaiah 
Lees and Henry H. Ellis, of San Francisco, Cal- 


ifornia, praying for compensation for services | 


as detectives. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of John L. 
Bruce and others, citizens of Hartford, Con- 
necticat, for abrogation of legacy and succes- 
sion taxes. 


` By Mr. WILLARD: The petitions of Ruas- 
sell G. Sherman, Austin A. Rowell, and Henry, 


A Lincoln, praying for bills to return commu- 
tation money. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, April 26, 1870. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P, New- 
man, D. D 


The Journal of Friday last was read and 
approved. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN NEW MEXICO. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
submit a joint resolution from the House of 


Representatives, which wassubmitted on Friday | 
last, but the Senator from Oregon, thé chair- | 
man ofthe committee towhom it was proposed to | 
had examined | 


have it referred, stated that they 
it and desired the Senate to passit at once. It 
will be reported in full, subject to objection, 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 116) to con- 


strue an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act 
entitled ‘An act to confirm certain private land 


| 


tempt to force a loan upon the banks, unset-' referred to the Committee 


: Claims. 


i; merce, and ordered to be printed. 
, He also presented a resolution of the Legis- |: 
lature of Iowa, in favor of a grant of land to || 


‘tana; which was referred to the Committee on 


completed within.a year from the passage of 


the act, so as to enable the settlers to avail : 
' themselves of their claims. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


-HOUSE BILLS REFERRED, 


The bill (H. R: No. 387) for the relief of 
Charles Pitcher, and the bill (H. R. No. 1831) 
to confirm the title to the Rancho del Rio 


Grande, in New Mexico, to the heirsand legal | 


representatives of the original grantees thereof, 
were severally read twice by their titles, and’ 
on Private Land 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT peenei a reso- 


owa, in favor of 


which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


t 


aid in the construction of a railroad from some - 


point on the Missouri river between the paral- | 
lel of forty-two and a half degrees north-lati- |, 


tude and the mouth of the Niobrara river to 
the Pacific ocean, via the city of Helena, Mon- 


Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr, POOLpresented the petitionsof William ʻi 
| bor bill. 

of R. W. Allison, Cabarras county, North || 
Carolina; of James R. Duty, Granville county, | 

| North Carolina; of R. K. Speed, Pasquotank ji 
i| county, North Carolina; of R. W. 


R. Young, Buncombe county, North Carolina; 


Logan, | 
Rutherford county, Virginia; of William A. | 
Walker, John W. McCauley, James W. Lee, | 
and Andy Murray, jr., Alamance county, | 
North Carolina ; of Nathan Scoggin, Ruther- | 
ford county, North Carolina; of Thomas P. : 
Paschal], Warren county, North Carolina; of | 
Rufus H. Slater, Wake county, North Caro- : 
lina; of W. F. Drake, Jackson county, North | 
Carolina; of Edmund J. Barco, Elijohutcity, | 


North Carolina; of R. A. McLaughlin, Ire- || 


dell county, North Carolina, and of Nicholas 
Peebles, Jackson county, North Carolina, : 


praying the removal of their political disabil- `: 
ities; which were referred to the select Com- |: 


mittee on the Removal of Political Disabili- 
ties. 
He also presented the petition of C. A. Car- | 


’ 
i 
| 
H 


| 
| 


: canal. 


, site Louisville, Kentucky. 


: internal domestic affairs. C 
' for the completion of this work is probably as 


olton and others, of North Carolina, in behalf 
of James H. Stevenson, of that State, pray- 
ing the removal of his political disabilities ; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petitions 
of Robert Speer, Barlow county, Georgia; of 
George N. Forbes, Talbot county, Georgia; 
and of W. N. Pendergrast, Walton county, 
Georgia, praying the removal of their political 
disabilities; which were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities, 

Mr. ABBOTT presented the petition of John 
M. Freeman, of Franklin county, Georgia, 
praying the removal of his political disabilities ; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of 
Graham Hughes, of Daviesscounty, Kentucky, 
praying the removalof his political disabilities ; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He alao presented the petition of Peter W. 
Mayo, James Stuart, and W. S. McFarland, 
members of the Republican party of Daviess 
county, Kentucky, in behalf of Graham Hughes 
of that State, praying the removal of his polit- 
ical disabilities; which was referred to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 

Mr. COLE presented the memorial of Thomas 
H. Selby, of San Francisco, California, remon- 
strating against a reduction of the duty on pig 
lead ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. i 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to present the 
petition of the board of aldermen and the 
board of councilmen of the city of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, in regard to the Louisville and Portland 
They represent to Congress the incal- 
culable injury which their city and that whole 


| region is suffering in its commerce and manu- 


facturing by reason of the obstruction of a 
railroad bridge erected by authority of Con- 
gress across the Ohio river at the falls, oppo- 
They also set.out 
at great length the injury to the commerce of 


| that vast region of country by the slowness of 


the progress of the work on the enlargement 
of the Louisville and Portland canal. This is 
a subject that excites, perhaps, more interest itt 
that vast region, from the city of Wheeling to 
New Orleans, than any other subject of our 
I think the showing 


strong as it can be for the construction of any 
work of internal improvement. The whole 
work now belongs to the national Government 
and could be completed by an appropriation 
of $150,000. I trust, therefore, that the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, to whom I shall ask 
that this petition be referred, will consider it, 


i and comply with the prayer of the petitioners 


by giving the necessary appropriation in the 
general appropriation bill, without awaiting 
the action of Congress upon the river and har- 
I move the reference of the petition 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I have a communication 
from the Postmaster General, addressed to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
containing some very valuable statistics on the 
subject of mail communication between this 
country and China. I move that it be printed 
for the use of the Senate, and laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 


Ordered, That E. Lockwood, agent for Charles 
Rosefield, have leave to withdraw his petition and 


ii papers from the files of the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
_A message from the House of Representa: 
tives, by Mr. McPueErson, its Clerk’, announced 
that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
1714) to revise, consolidate, and amend the 


statutes relating to patents and copyrights, in 
which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
quested. 

The message further announced that the 
House had passed the bill (S. No. 95) in rela- 
tion to the Hot Springs reservation, in Ark- 
ansas, with an amendment, in which the con- 
currence of the Senate was requested. 

The message also announced that the House 
disagreed to the amendment of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. No. 1595) to amend an act en- 
titled “ An act providing for the taking of the 


seventh and subsequent censuses of the United ` 
States, and to fix the number of the members ; 


of the House of Representatives and to pro- 
vide for their future apportionment among the 


several States,” approved May 23, 1850, asked `; 


a conference upon the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. 
J. A. GarFreip of Ohio, Mr. W. B. ALLISON 


of Iowa, and Mr. S. S. Cox of New York, | 
managers at the conference on the part of the | 


House of Representatives. 

The message further announced that the 
House non-concurred in the amendment of 
the Senate to the joint resolution (H. R. No. 
120) declaratory of the meaning and intention 
of the law relating to income tax. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SUMNER. The Committee on Foreign |: which was agreed to. 
Relations, to whom was referred a message of | Mr. WILLEY, from the Committee on Pat: | 


the President of the United States, communi- | ents, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. | 


cating a report from the Secretary of State 
relating to the results of the proceedings of 
the joint commission at Lima, under the con- 


vention between the United States and Peru |: 
of the 4th of December, 1868, in relation to |! 
the claim of Esteban G. Montano, and recom: |; 


mending an appropriation to discharge the — No. 810) to enforce the fifteenth amendment 


obligation of the United States in said case, 


have had the same under consideration, and |; A : 
have directed me to report a bill. As the bill |)" the nature of a substitute for the bill. 


is simply to carry into execution a recom- | orders 
mendation of the President of the United | Mr. FERRY. I okee 
States in pursuance of an award just made by | yi. STEWART. I suppose I can make that 


the joint commission of the United States and 
Peru, I think it had better be acted upon at 
once. Promptitude on our part will tend to 
secure promptitude on the part of the Peru- 
vian Government; and as the claims of our 
citizens are much larger in amount than the 
claims of the Peruvians we shall be the gainers. 
I hope the Senate will act on this bill at once. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the request of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought it was under- 
stood that we were to go on regularly with the 
whole Calendar; and if this bill goes on the 
Calendar it will be reached in two or three 
days. 

Mr. SUMNER. Itis important that it should 
be acted on at once. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why acted on to-day 
rather than to-morrow? Two or three days 
will not make any difference. 
better go on the Calendar. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will ; 
receive its first reading and then be placed | 


upon the Calendar. 

The bill (S. No. 833) authorizing payment to 
Esteban G. Montano, a citizen of Peru, of the 
amount awarded to him under the claims con- 
vention between the United States and Peru 
of December 4, 1868, was read, and passed to 
a second reading. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 


Commerce, to whom was referred the joint | 


resolution (H. R. No. 131) granting an Amer- 
ican register to the British-built schooner W. 
D. B., reported it without amendment. - 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. | 


227) granting an American register to the Brit- 
ish-built schooner Venilia, reported it without 
amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a memorial of the National Board 


I think it had | 
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of Trade, in favor of the establishment by the 
General Government of a department of com- 
merce, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration ; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 


| 
| tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 


4 


'| R. No. 1596) for the relief of the Sisters of our | 


|: Lady of M f Charleston, South Carolina, | 
aad Eo m e i Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 


. reported it without amendment. 

i He also, from thesame committee, to whom 
‘was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 
Í 12) authorizing the sale of the Fort Leaven- 


cultural and Mechanical Association of Leav- 


; enworth county, in the State of Kansas, for ' 


: fair grounds, reported it without amendment. 


‘ worth military reservation to the Kansas Agri- | 


was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. | 


. monument at lairmount Cemetery, Newark, 


New Jersey, reported it without amendment. | 
He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of James McCullum, - 
i of Massachusetts, praying for remuneration | 
| for services performed during the late war in | 
erecting two monuments: one on the battle- | 


‘| field of Groveton, Virginia, and the other on | 
i. the battle-field of Bull Run, asked to be dis- | 
; charged from its further consideration, and , 


i. that it be referred to the Committee on Claims; 


: 1488) for the relief of Elizabeth N. Jackson, 
reported adversely, and moved its indefinite 
ostponement; which was agreed to. 
Mr. STEWART. The Committee on the 
: Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. 


to the Constitution of the United States, have 
instructed me to report it with an amendment 
move that it be put on the Calendar of special 


motion, notwithstanding the objection. 
i| The VICE PRESIDENT. It cannot be con- 
sidered this day ifthereis objection. The motion 
can be entered. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well. Let it be en- 
tered and I will call it up to-morrow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom were referred the bill (S. 


Constitution of the United States, the bill (S. 
No. 598) to enforcethe amendment of the Con- 
stitution declaring that the right to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude, and 


| amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, moved their indefinite postponement; 
which was agreed to. 


California, asked to be discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration ; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill (S. No. 834) to create a port of delivery 
at Vallejo, California; which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom were referred the petitions of 


be allowed arrears of pension, submitted ad- 
verse reports thereon; which were ordered to 
il be printed. 

HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION. 


On motion of Mr. RICE, the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 


No. 503) extending the provisions of the civil- | 
rights bill for the enforcement of the fifteenth . 
amendment of the Constitution, the bill (S. No. | 
538) to enforce the fifteenth amendment of the | 


the bill (S. No. 744) to enforce the fifteenth | 


Mr. CORBETT, from the Committee on | 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. : 
No. 702) to establish a port of entry at Vallejo, | 


Jobanna Roach and F. W. Bogan, praying to | 


i 


i 
i 


No. 95Yin relation to the Hot Springs reserva- ; 


He also, from the same committee, to whom |; 


tion in Arkansas was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILLEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
835) for the relief of Elijah M. Hart; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 


rinted. 

Mr. STOCKTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 836) for the relief of Jane Allen Birklead; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 

tinted. 

Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimons 


' consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


: 222) granting condemned guns for soldiers’ , No. 837) to amend an act supplemental to 
i the act approved Ist July, 1864, for the dis- 


' posal of coal lands and of town property in 


the public domain, approved March 8, 1865; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. POOL asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 838) 
for the relief of Allen Rutherford ; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRATT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
839) amending the act entitled ‘‘An act to 


| grant pensions,” apptoved July 14, 1862; which 


was twice read by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ABBOTT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 180) for the relief of William 
Donnelly and Patrick Egan; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


NINTH CENSUS. 


Mr. BAYARD. In the absence of the Sen- 
ator from New York, [Mr. Conxxiine, } chair- 
man of the Committee on the Revision of the 
Laws, and in his behalf, I ask that a committee 
of conference be appointed by the Chair, in 
response to the request of the House of ‘Rep- 
resentatives, on the census bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Delaware, on behalf of the chairman of the 
Committee on the Revision-of the Laws, who 
is absent, asks the Senate to insist upon its 
amendment to the bill (H. R. No. 1595) to 
amend an act entitled “An act providing for 
the taking of the seventh and subsequent cen- 
suses of the United States, and to fix the num- 
ber of the members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and to provide for their future 
apportionment among the several States,” 
approved May 23, 1850, disagreed to by the 

ouse of Representatives, and agree to the 
conference asked for by the House on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two branches. The ques- 
tion is on this motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


By unanimous consent, the Vice President 


| was authorized to appoint the conferees on the 


part of the Senate; and Messrs. CONKLING, 
Bayarp, and CARPENTER were appointed. 


INCOME TAX. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate 
insist on its amendment to the joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 120) declaratory of the meaning 
and intention of the law relating to income 
tax, and ask for a conference upon the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Vice 
President being authorized to appoint the com- 
mittee of conference on the part of the Senate, 
Mesars. SHERMAN, WILLIAMS, and MORRILL of 
Vermont were appointed. 


CALENDAR OF RESOLUTIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
resolutions of the Senate to be cffered the 
Calendar of resolutions laid over is now 10 
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order. The Secretary will report the first res- 
olution laid over, being one submitted by the 
Senator from Oregon, [Mr. W1L.1aws. } 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the rule last adopted in reference 


to the order of business be so coustrued as not to 
apply to the morning hour. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that that be passed 
over, 

The motion was agreed to. 

BUSINESS OF COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next and 
last resolution on the Calendar of resolutions 
laid over is one submitted by the Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. CHANDLER, ] for a recess from 
five o’clock to half past seven o'clock for the 
consideration in the evening of business re- 
ported by the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CHANDLER, I hope that resolation 
will be adopted. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think it had better not 
be adopted until we have gone through the 
Calendar and seen what the result is. [think 
the business of the Committee on Commerce 
had better, at least for the present, take its 
chance with the other business under the new 
system we have assumed. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the recess will | 
be taken in any event. Let us go through the ` 
Calendar. If the Senate decline to give me 


the evening for the Committee on Commerce, i 


then let us go on with the Calendar. We are 
so far behind that it must be evident to every 
member of this body that we shall require con- 
stant work. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Weare getting on nicely 
now. 

Mr. SUMNER. Doing very well. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let well enough alone. ; 

Mr. CHANDLER. 


Committee on Commerce. 
the Committee on Commerce, every bill of 
that committee that has been reached has been 
passed over under an objection. If the rest 
of the bills from that committee share the same | 


fate I do not see how that committee is espe- : P.da 


cially benefited by this objection rule. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


which we are now working shall be. 
instance, here is the rule proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, by which we are going 


through the Calendar and passing all bills not | 


objected to. 
well. Now there is the other rule, that as | 
soon as we get the special orders out of the | 
way, we take up the Calendar and go on with 
it regularly in order. Now let us see how that 
works. If that shall be found dilatory; in 
short, if it does not work, then I think there | 
will be occasion for the motion of my friend. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Well, Mr. President, | 
if any gentleman here present will look at the 


Thus far that has worked very . 


Massachusetts has about a dozen bills that will 
occupy at least four months, and the business ; 
of the Committee on Commerce will never be : 
reached while time lasts. I desire to have | 
this evening, aud I will ask a vote on the reso- 
lution that this evening be set apart for busi- | 
ness of the Committee on Commerce. i 
have important bills that ought to be passed | 


I bope that resolution will be adopted. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator | 
from Michigan desires a vote on the resolu- | 
tion. The Secretary will report it. | 
The Secretary read the resolution as fol- | 
{ 

j 

| 


lows: 


Resolved, That the Senate take a recess from five 
o'clock to half past seven o'clock p.m. to-day, for : 
the purpose of considering bills upon the Calendar 
reported from the Committee on Commerce. ! 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the Senate will | 
vote to give me this evening. l 

The question being put, there were, on a 


division—ayes 20, noes 11; no quorum voting. || and judicial expenses of the Government for | 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1871; which ii 


Mr. SUMNER. I call for the yeas and 


I hope the Senate will | 
give me this evening to consider bills from the |; 
Unfortunately for | 


I suggest to my friend that 4 
he see what the operation of the two rules under |; d 
For |: 


Calendar he will see that the Senator from i 


We | 


nays. I wish to know whether the system we 
are pursuing is to be broken up. 
Mr. CHANDLER. It does not interfere 


i; With the system at all. 


Mr. SUMNER. I think it does. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
votes in favor of it will be here to-night. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Tt is to have an evening session this evening, 


for the purpose of considering bills reported : 
= Born 5 5 - Railroad Company; which were ordered to lie 
© on the table, and be printed. 


by the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should like 
to inquire of the chairman whether it is in- 


tended to consider bills from the Committee | 


on Commerce which are not controverted. 


is to consider bills not controverted. I shall 
not take up any controverted bills at all. 


Mr. SUMNER. Those will be reached under ` 


the order we are now pursuing. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
will take two hours to read and occupy the 
whole day. 
that bill and to pass half a dozen others that 


are not controverted at all? Certainly there Lone of those bills, 


can be no objection to that on the part of any 


one. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator | the decree of the district court of the United 


has no objection, I should like to amend his 
resolution to make it conform to that. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ihave no objection to 
that atall 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom | 
: Maine moves to amend the resolution by pro- 
viding for the consideration of bills not ob- 


' jected to. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I accept that amend- ' 


‘ through the Calendar first, and then return 
; again. 


ment. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. By way of doing some 


business to-day, and not wasting it in determ- | 


ining whether we are to meet to-night or not— "Minnesota did not hear the Chair, 


, stated that the Calendar would commence to- 


and { hope we shall pass all the Senator’s un- 


objected bills before four o’clock—I move to ` 
pees over this resolation, in Order fate may | by unanimous consent the objections were with- 
go n withthe Calendar and passat of them |! drawn to this bill and the bill in regard to the 
‘|. protection of harbors, and they were ordered to 


be 
one. ' 
Mr. SHERMAN. Iwill agree after to-day | 
, or after to-morrow to give the Senator two or | 
: three nights, if he needs them, for this pur- || 
pose; but I think we had better try this rule | 


Mr. CHANDLER. I hope that will not be 


fairly first and go on with the Calendar, and I 


ii will then vote with him to give him to-morrow . 


night. 


over until to-morrow. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will be passed over. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. No. 1714) to revise, consoli- 
date, and amend the statutes relating to patents 
and copyrights was read twice by its title, and 


i referred to the Committee on Patents. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. ROSS, from she Committee on Indian | 


Affairs, submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed to the civil appropriation bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Ap- 


; : : ? f iations. 
and that will be passed if we sit to-night; and | Pe Op 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. By direction 


of the Committee on Public Buildings and | 
Grounds J desire to give notice to the Com- | 
mittee on Appropriations that the bill (S. No. | 


530) to enlarge the public grounds surrounding 


| the Capitol will be moved as an amendment | 
| to the bill (H. R. No. 974) making appropria- 


tions for the legislative, executive, and judi- 


‘| cial expenses of the Government for the year 


ending the 30th of June, 1871. 
Mr. ABBOTT submitted an amendment to 


|| be offered to the bill (H. R. No. 974) making | 


appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
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I hope everybody who | 2 
| ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 
If there be no | 
` objection the Chair will again state the ques- |; 


tion, and ask Senators on both. sides t te. || l 
tisto have an evening session this evening, ` to be offered by him to the bill (S. No. 469) 


: Friday last. 


I have one bill which | 


Why not give me to-night to pass `! acted upon. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Very well; let it go i! others to carry into execution decrees of courts 


|| that. 


was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 


tions. 

Mr. TRUMBULL submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to the bill (H. R. No. 
974) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 


1871; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ROSS submitted amendments intended 


relating to the Central Branch Union Pacific 


BRITISH STEAMER LABUAN. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate now 


Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir the intention ` TeS¥™e8 the consideration of the Calendar of 
aul, . ? ? 


bills and joint resolutions where it closed on 
By unanimous consent, on the 
motion of the Senator from Massachusetts 
Mr. Sumner] and the Senator from New 
ork, [Mr. Fenron,] two bills which had pre- 
viously been objected to were ordered to be 
placed at the head of the Calendar not yet 
The objections have been with- 
drawn, and the Secretary will report the first 


The Secretary read the title of the bill, as fol- 
lows: “A bill (S. No. 84) to carry into effect 


States for the southern district of New York 


‘| in the case of the British steamer Labuan.” 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill was 
read on Friday last, objected to, and the objec- 
tion withdrawn. It is now before the Senate 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I thought we were to go 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 
The Chair 


day on page 5, order of business No. 209, but 


laced at the head of the Calendar. 
he bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 


passed. 

Mr. SUMNER. There are three other bills 
in precisely the same situation. 

Mr. COLE. I think not. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is a fourth bill that 
is in a different situation ; but there are three 


at the request of the British minister here in 
Washington, made to the Department of State, 
and communicated to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, with the accompanying papers, 
and on that basis these bills have been drawn. 
They belong to one class, and there is no rea- 
son against one that is not against the others. 
They are to carry into execution decrees of the 
court below affirmed in the court above. 

Mr. STEWART. In the case of one of 
those bills some gentleman: suggested that 
there was an offset. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is another one, and 
I propose to make a distinction with regard to 
That is the case which concerns the 
Spaniard and the Frenchman. I think the 
Senate had better act on them at once. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I supposed we were to 
proceed in regular order. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts asks unanimous consent for the 
consideration of certain other bills. If the 
Senator from Ohio demands the regular order 
that will rule it out. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I shall have to ask unan- 
imous consent also in certain cases if this is 
to be done. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Let it go over. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection is 
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made, and’ the next bill to which objection 
was withdrawn will be read. 


oo “PRESERVATION OF HARBORS. 


The next bill to which objection was with- 
drawn was the bill (S. No, 424). for the pres- 
ervation of the harbors of the United States 
against encroachment. 


| 
i 
| 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill has - 


previously been before the Senate, and an 
amendment reported by the Committee on 
Commerce in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 


“Mr. SHERMAN. -I should like to hear jt 


again. 


“Fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The bill willbe . 


| act, and in like manner may mako new appoint- 
: : . > ments at the expiration of the term of the present 
he Secretary read the, bill, as amended, as 


reported as it now standa. 


ip 


follows; 


Thatthechief ofthe corps ofenginėers of the Army, 
the chiefofthe Bureauof Navigationofthe Navy,and 
the superintendent of the Coast Survey, are hereby 


| 
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April 25, 


and consolidating the statutes of the United | Mr. WILLEY moved to amend the amend- 


States. 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in 


Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 
The Committee on the Revision of the Laws 


ment, so as to make the section read: 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the justireg 
of the Supreme Court of the United Statesshall reside 


in their respective circuits: Provided, That the Chief 
Justice may preside in any circuit to which he inay 


! be allotted without a change of residence. 


, of the United States reported, with an amend- — 


? 


' ment, tostrike out all ofthe bill after the enact- ` 


ing clause in the following words: 


That the act passed June 27, 1866, providing for 
the revision and consolidation of the statutes of the 
United States, be extended for the term of three 
years beyond the time therein limited. And the 

resident is authorized, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint commissioners to 
fill any vacancy which may exist, or may happen in 
the board of commissioners appointed under said 


commissioners: Provided, That the commissioners 


`: appointed, or to be appointed, shall give their en- 


constituted a board of commissioners for the preser- ; 
vation of the harbors of the United States against | 


encroachments and obstructions; which board shall 
elect onc of their number to be president of the 
board, and shallin like manner elect a secretary, 
who shall keep a- full record of all the proceedings 


of the board. The board thus constituted shall be | 


attached to the War Department, and shall perform 


its duties under the direction of the Secretary of War, 


and shal! adoptsuch rules for its government as: may 
bo judged expedient. It shall be the duty. of the 


bors of the United States and to prescribe the limits 
beyond which no encroachments shall be mad 


oor ! 
structure erected, or obstruction created to any bar-: 4 


tire time and attention in carrying out the provisions 
of this act. 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 


: over. 


That the act approved June 27, 1866, entitled ‘An ` 
act to provide for the revision and consolidation of ;' 
: the statute laws of the United States,” be, and the 


same is hereby, revived, and the President is au- 


i thorized, by and with the advice and consent of the | 
: Senate, to appoint three commissioners to prosecute 


and complete the work prescribed by said act: Pro- 


_ vided, That the said commissioners shall devote 


their entire time and attention to their duties as 


i commissioners, and shall receive no compensation 


bor or the channel-way of any navigable river, ex- |: 


cept such as may beundertaken and carried on under ;; ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 


the authority or by permission of the United States. 
It shali be the duty of the board to recommend such 
measures as may be requisito to Congress, through 


the Secretary of War, for ‘the preservation of the - 


harbers of the United States, and for the removal of 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Ishall not object to the 
amendmenttotheamendment now, as there are 
no vacancies. 

Mr. SCOTT. I had prepared an amend- 
ment for the purpose of amending the third 
circuit as reported by the committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us act upon this 
amendment first. 
Mr. SCOTT. 

discussion, 

Mr. DAVIS. Tobject tothe bill. I regard 
that last section as flagrantly unconstitutional. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
The Secretary will report the next bill 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Tunderstand the Senator 
from Kentucky does not object to the bill if 
that last clause is stricken out aud this other 
one inserted. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I stated that I would 
not object to the amendment proposed by the 


Tt will probably give rise to 


' Senator from West Virginia. 


: after said work shall bo completed, nor for a longer ;: 
board to define the boundaries of the principal har- .’ Seriot tl p p : 


period then three years from the time when this act :' 


shall take effect. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- |: 


' was ordered that the amendment be engrossed 


all obstructions therefrom; and all persons on-notica -| 
froia the board that any work in progress or contem- | 
plation will, in the opinion of the board, be an ob- ; 


struction or encroachment to apsy harbor, shall im+ 
mediately cease all operations thereon, and the same 
shall not be further prosecuted without the assent 
of the Congress of the United States. 

DEO. 2. And beit further enacted, That it shall be the 
Guty ofthe board, having determined the boundaries 


of any harbor as afdresaid, to make a plan thereof, ; 
and to describe thesame in writing, a detailed report | 


of which shall be made to the Secretary of War, and 
all maps and charts defiuing the boundaries of har- 
bors shall be deposited in the office of the chief of the 
corps of engineers of the Army, and copies of the 
same for each harbor shall be deposited in the office 
of the collector of customs oÙ the district in which 
said harbor is situated, and the same shall be open 
tu inspection of the public. - 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That such neces- 
sary traveling and incidental expenses, when in the 
discharge of their duties away from the dity of Wash- 
ington, as the Secretary of War shall approve, and 
no other compensation, shall be paid to the members 
of said board; and such compensation, not exceeding 
$2,000 in any one year, as the Secretary of War shall 
approve, shall be paid to the secretary of said board. 

Mr. STOCKTON. My attention was called 
away fora moment; but I should like toinquire 
what condition this bill is in, and whether an 
objection throws it over? ; ; 

. The VICE PRESIDENT. An objection will 
throw it over. . . 

_ Mr. STOCKTON, I desire to speak upon 
it. Ido not wish to obstruct the passage of 
the bill, but I do not suppose the Senate want 
to hear me address them on the subject this 
morning. f 

Mr.POMEROY. Ithad better be passed over. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Ido not desire to make 
any objection to its passage, except that I wish, 
to speak upon it, 

The VICI PRESIDENT. It will resume its 
place upon the Calendar. 

Mr. POMEROY. I make the motion because 
JI understand the Senator wishes to address th 
Senate upon the bill. a 

Mr. STOCKTON. Yes, sir. i 7 

„Mr. POMEROY. I have no objestion to the 
bill myself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. The Secretary will now resume 
the Calendar, commencing on page 5, order 
of business No. 209. 


REVISION OF THE STATUTES. 


The first bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. B. No. 9) extending the time for revising 


and the bill be read a third time. 
read the third time, and passed. 


The bill was l 


It 


The title was amended so as to read, “A ` 


bill:to provide for the revision and consolida- | 


tion of the statutes of the United States. ”? 
JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No, 387) to change the judicial circuits, 
Mr, STEWART. 


quiring the judge to be appointed from the 
circuit. ‘There is now no importance in that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theimpression 
of the Chair is that when the Senate last acted 
upon this bill, some ofthe amendments reported 
were acted upon, but there is an amendment 
pending, offered by the Senator from West 
Virginia, [Mr. Wiuvey. ] 

Mr. DAVIS. I should like to have the bill 
read at length. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nevada suggests that it be passed over. 

Mr. STEWART. I withdraw that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the bill as it now stands amended, 
and then the amendment of the Senator from 
West Virginia. 

The Secretary read the bill as amended, as 
follows:. 


Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
and Connecticut shall constitute the first circuit ; 
the district of New York shall constitute the second 
circuit; the districts of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

elaware, Maryland, and Virginia shall constitute 
the third circuit; the districts of Mississippi, Louis- 
iana, Texas, and Arkansas shall constitute the fourth 
circuit: the districts of North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, and Tennesseo 


shall constitute the fifth circuit; the districts of ` 


Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky, and West Virginia shall 


Indiana, and Wisconsin shall constitute the seventh 
circuit; the districts of Minnesota, Iowa Nebraska, 
Kansas, and Missouri shall constitute the eighth 
circuit; and the districts of California, Oregon, and 
Nevada shall constitute the ninth circuit. 


The Committee on the Judiciary proposed 


ing additional section : 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the justices 


point 


Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The Senator from Ken- 
tucky says he does not object to the bill, but 
to that last section which raises a controversy 
about a constitutional question. 

Mr. POMEROY. Let us strike that out and 
then pass the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 


ator from Kentucky withdraw his objection? 


Mr. DAVIS. Ifthe last section is stricken 
out I have no objection to the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can 
renew the objection at any time betore final 
action. 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well, sir. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 


Let that be passed over. ` from Kentucky withdraws his objection. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Why not pass it? We | 
i can strike out the controverted part of it re- 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I will inquire of the 
Senator from Kentucky if he has any objec- 
tion to the amendment of the Senator from 
West Virginia, which changes it so as not to 
require the judge to be appointed from the cir- 
cuit, but requires him after he is appointed to 
reside in the circuit to which he is assigned? 
Does he object to that? 

Mr. DAVIS. I do. I do not think it is com- 
petent for Congress to impose any such con- 
dition. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Areyou willing we should 
vote upon it, or do you want to discuss that 


? 
Mr. DAVIS. Unless the whole section is 


© gtricken out I object to the present considera- 
_ tion of the bill. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Then it will have to go 
over, because with the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia, which agrees with 


' my opinion entirely, I insist upon that clause 


Be it enacted, œe., That the districts of Maine, New | S4y!08 10, 


It is the best part of the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the next bill on the Calendar. 
TROOPS IN MONTANA. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 519) to provide for the settlement and 


: payment of the expenses incurred by the ter- 


: ritorial authorities of Montana for troops dur- 


' ing the year 1867. 
constitute the sixth circuit; the districts of Illinois, : 


The Secretary read the bill. It authorizes 


' the Secretary of War to ascertain, or cause to 


. be ascertained, the amount of expense neces: 
' sarily incurred by the territorial authorities of 
. Montana for arms and supplies of the volan- 


of the Supreme Court of tho United States shall be : 
residents of their respective circuits, and vacancies , 


now or hereafter existing in said court shall in eve 

case be filled by a resident of the circuit: Provided, 

That the Chief Justice may preside in any circuit to 

which he may be allotted without a change of resi- 
ence. 


' teer fi lled out t Indian hos- 
to amend the bill further by adding the follow- . Se een e ntan ia 


tilities in the Territory of Montana in the year 
1867. If he approve the claims he is to pay 
the amounts therein specified to the person or 
persons legally authorized to receivethem ; and 
$300,000, or so much thercof as may be neces- 


: gary, is appropriated to enable the Secretary 


ml 


u 


of War to carry out the provisions of the act. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I object to that bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. . Objection being 
made, the bill will be passed over. 
LORENZO THOMAS, JR., AND HENRY E. THOMAS. i 

The next business on the Calendar was the : 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 122) for the relief 
of Lorenzo Thomas, jr., and Henry E. Thomas. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. That had better go over. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I thiak so. 

Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President-—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘Two Senators 
desire that the joint resolution be passed over ; 
and it will be passed over. 

C. E. ROGERS. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 123) for the relief of 
U. E. Rogers; which was read the second time, 
and considered as in.Committee of the Whole. 
It directs the Postmaster General in settling 
the accounts of C. E. Rogers, postmaster at 
Carver, Minnesota, to allow him a sum not 
exceeding $268 98, as indemnification for a 
like amount belonging to the post-office fund, 
and stolen from him on the 29th of October, 
1869, if it shall satisfactorily appear to the Post- 
master General that Rogers was guilty of no 
negligence: in the custody of the money and 
postage stamps stolen. - 

Mr. RAMSEY. This joint resolution was 
thoroug 
Offices and Post Roads, and I hope it will be 


Mr. EDMUNDS. What is it for? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. It is for money stolen. 
I should like to hear some explanation of it. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I think there is a report. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let the report be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Calendar. 


does not show that there is any report accom- ` 


panying it. There are papers, but no report. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I object to the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we shall have a 
statement, that we may know what it is. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The postmaster ofa small 
town on the Minnesota river, in the State of 
Minnesota, was robbed in the month of Octo- 
ber, I think it was, of last year. 
broke into his house. He had a box contain- 
ing the postage stamps and postal money to 
the amount of $260, and the box was stolen. | 
The case was examined by all the tests that |: 


sach questions, and was found to be correct, |; 
as we mauve and we so reported. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We have thirty or forty 
clerks here, and I thmk they ought to be pre- 
pared to write a report on a case of this kind. | 
One or two very meritorious claims have been 
passed over because there was no report accom- 
panying them. ara 

Mr. RAMSEY. Iwas under the impression 
that there was a report. The facts areas I | 
have stated them. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The application ‘| 


and affidavit of the person for whose relief this 
joint resolation is proposed, and a letter from 
the Post Office Department, appear to be the 
papers on file. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I have no doubt about the 
correctness of the amount. We examined it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the committee have 
examined the facta and are satisfied that the 
man wag actually robbed, I suppose the reso- 
lution might as well:paga. It is a mere ques- | 
tion of evidence.. 

Mr. RAMSEY. We had the statement of 
prominent citizens there who knew all the facts 
that the chest was stolen from the room where 
the postmaster. was sleeping with it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I askthe Senator whether 
any other property was stolen at the same time, 
or whether this was the only property ? 

Mr. RAMSEY. ‘This was the only prop- 
erty. It was contained in this little box, and 


I presume it was known to the parties who || 


stole it that the postmaster was in the habit of 
keeping the money he collected in this box. 
He had it near his bed. It was a windy night, 


41st Cona. 2p Szss.—No. 185. 


` the town. 


hly examined by the Committee on Post |: 


The robbers /. 


and the doors and windows were slamming, 
and he did not hear any one. The box was 
gone in the morning, and was subsequently | 
found under a bridge two or three miles from | 
His own affidavit and also the afli- 
davit of a clerk, will be found among the 


apers. . 
Me. EDMUNDS. Let us have the affidavit 


. responsibility for stamps or monoy whi 


of the postmaster read, so that we may. see 


what case he makes for himself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If not objected 
to, the joint resolution is before the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the affidavit of th 
postmaster himself be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There are sev- 
eral affidavits. ‘The first one will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

C. E. Rogers, postmaster at Carver, Minnesota, 
being duly sworn, deposes and says: that on the 
evening of October 28, 1869, ho took the money from 
the drawer belonging to the moncy-order business, 
and that there was $178 98, which he put into tho 


money box which was stolen from his room on the 
morning of October 29, 189, Ho also deposes and 
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ing totheclaim of C. E. Rogers, postmaster at Carver, 
innesota, for an allowanco for postage stamps and 
money stolen from him on October 29, 1869, and to 
inform you that no claim forcredit for postage stams 
has over been made to this office; if made it would 
not havo been allowed, for, under a decision of the 
Attorney General, a postmaster cannot got rid of his 
0 ch have been 
stolen, by showing a theft or accidental loss, 
The claim for money stolen was refused for same 
reason. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
É . W. H. H. TERRELL, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General, 
Ilon. ALEXANDER RAMSEY, Chairman Committee on 
Post Office and Post Roads, United States Senate. 


Mr. RAMSEY. There are papers certifying 


` to the fact of the robbery as being generally 


known in the town. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a let- 


` ter from the postmaster stating that the box 


has been recovered, and the large stamps, 
amounting to $46 48, found. 
Mr. HOWE. I should like to have that 


, letter read. . 


says that to the best of his belief there was nincty dol- | 


lars in postago stamps inthe box at the time it was 
stolen, $46 43 of which have been recovered. Ho fur- 


ther deposes and says that immediately after depos- 


iting said money in eaid box, he locked the box and 
pat the key in his pocket. Further proof of the box 
having been locked, it being badly broken in open- 
ing. 

fie also swears that he was at home during tho 
wate evening of Sevones 38, 1869, and that no one 

visi o room during that evoning. 

i - CE ROGERS, 


Postmaster at Carver, Minnesota. 
Sraty.or Minnssora, County of Carver, as.: . 


Be it known that on this 13th day of January, 1870, 


, C. E. Rogers, postmaster at Carver, to mo known to 
- be the person who made oath to the above affidavit, 


and states that it is truein every particular, agssworn : 


and subscribed to before me. : 

CHARLES JOHNSON, 
ee Justice of the Peace. 

Mr.. WILLIAMS. Is that all there is? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thereis another 

; affidavit. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read as follows : 


Minnesota, being duly sworn deposes and says: that 
as deputy postmaster he has had access to themoney 
and stamps belonging to the post oflice, and that on 
, the evening of October 28, he saw the postmaster, C. 
E. Rogers, take the money from the drawer belong- 


i: ing to the ‘‘ money-order business ” and put it into 


George Schildmeir, deputy postmaster at Carver, i 


| 


' No clue to the 


The Secretary read as follows: 


Carver, Minnesota, December 27, 1869. 

Sir: I havo had the good fortuno to recover the 
box stolen from this office on the morning of October 
99. It was found by little boys under a bridge between 
here and Casca., lt contained $46 43 in large stamps. 
uilty parties, nor is there any reason 
to suppose we shall bo abie to discover them. 

Hoping you will assist mo, if possible, I am, very 


respectfully, 
& C. E. ROGERS. 

Mr. HOWL. Isuggest that this case should 
go over and there should he an affidavit detail- 
ing all about the loss. , l 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ithink the measure ought 
to be recommitted. F 

Mr. RAMSEY. Very well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint res- 
olution does not appropriate the whole amount ; 


. it only appropriates whatever amount may be 


found to have been lost. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It ought to be recom- 
mitted and carefully investigated. I move that 
the joint resolution be recommitted to the 


` Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


the money box, lock the box, and take it to his room. | 


He further swears that there was a large amount 


: A Sse i of stamps, which he believes might amount to t 
we could bring to bear in the examination of |: d lark. Does . moc amonnt. He ales 


ollars. Does not know the exact amount. He also 
swears that it has always been the custom of the 
' postmaster to take the money from the drawer, put 
: it into the box. and take it to his room. 
| believe that valuables have ever been left in the post 
| office during the night. 

GEORGE SCHILDMETER, 
; Deputy Postmaster. 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me, this 13th 
day of January, 1870. 
CHARLES JOHNSON, 
Justice of the Peace. 


_ 


H. R. Denny, being duly sworn, deposes and says; 
that he is well acquainted with C. E. Rogers, post- 
master at Carver, Minnesota; and that said C. B. 
Rogers has on several occasions placed money be- 
longing to the **money-order business” in his safe 


! this has been 
the amount on hand was large, if it exceeded ‘two 
hundred and fifty or three hundred dollars; some- 
times.even smaller amounts. _: 

He also swears that ho believes that said C. E. 


in his hands in a secure place. caer 
ETEN H.R. DENNY. 
Sworn and subscribed to beforo me, this 13th day 
of January, 1867, i 
po . CHARLES JOHNSON, 
Justice of the Peace. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT: Theres also a 
| letter detailing the case more at length. - 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. Let me hear the letter 
| from the Postmaster General. 
the Postmaster General recommends it. 
The Secretary read as follows: 2, 
f Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE THIRD ASSISTANT 
POSTMASTER GENERAL, 
Wasnixaton, D. C., January B, 1870. 
Sir: B 
have tho 


Let me.see if | 


Does not - 


during the night for safe-keeping. He believes that i` 


his (the postmaster’s) practice when | Was not mustered within a period of not less 


direction of the Postmaster General I ;; 
onor to return herewith the papers relat- |. 


The motion was agreed to. 
`- THE ULLMAN BRIGADE. 

The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (8. R. No. 90) for the relief 
of certain officers of volunteers. 

: The joint resolution was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It provides that in 


every case in which a commissioned officer or 


enlisted man was detached from his regiment 
in pursuance of orders from the War Depart- 
ment, and directed to report to Brigadier Gen- 
éral Daniel Ullman, in New York city, with a 
view to being mustered as a commissioned offi- 
cer in the brigade which General Ullman was 


‘ authorized by the War Department to. raise, 


i and who actually reported in New York with- 


out neglect or delay on his part, and under 
orders from his superior officers entered on 
duty as a commissioned officer, and was after- 
ward actually mustered, but by reason of cap- 
ture by the enemy, or other canse beyond his 
control, and without fault or neglect of his own, 


‘than thirty days, the pay department shall 
‘ allow to him full pay and emoluments for the 
‚rank in which he served, from the date on 


Rogers has always been careful to keep the money ; 


which he received the orders of the War De- 


; partment, deducting therefrom all pay actually 
` received for such period; and in case of the 
death of any such commissioned officer or 
' enlisted man prior to or after muster, or after 
` honorable discharge, his heirs or legal repre- 
-sentatives are to be entitled to the pay and 


: allowances of the rank in which such commis- 


sioned officer or enlisted man actually served, 
deducting all pay and ailowances received by 
him or them for such period. — 

The Committee on Military Affairs reported 


: the joint resolution with an amendment, to 
i strike out from line twelve to line eighteen the 


following words: 


Capture by the enemy or other cause beyond his 
contro}, and without fault or neglect of his own was 
not mustered within a period of not less than thirty 
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days, the pay department shall allow to him full pa 
and emoluments for the rank in which he serve 
from the date on which he received the orders of the 
War Department— 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 


Thoro being no legal vacancy, or from other cause 
beyond his control and without his own fault or neg- 
lect was not mustered in as a commissioned officer of 


|: clause that the benefit shall inure to the heirs 
: of those deceased. : 


the date he reported at General Uliman’s headquar- ° 


ters; the War Department, after an examination of 


the facts in each case, shall allow him full pay and | 


emoluments for the rank to which he was assigned 
and in which he served from the date on whic 
reported at theaforesaid headquarters. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to inquire ifthe | the measure tobe one to provide for this case: ` 


effect of that will not be to pay an officer ac- 


ho 


cording to the rank in which he served; and | 
if it is, what will be the result upon hundreds 


and thousands of officers in the volunteer ser- 
vice who were mere colonels, aud served as 
brigadier generals and major generals and com- 
manders of divisions? If you are going to pay 
men for the rank in which they served that 
would have to be a general law. Will not that 
be the effect of it? 


General Ullman was authorized to go down on 
the Mississippi river to raise a brigade of col- 
ored troops. For the purpose of having proper 


officers tor them certain officers were dis- ` 
charged from the Army and ordered to report | 


to General Ullman at New York, and go to 
Louisiana to be officers of the troops to be 


there it was some time, several weeks, before 


some of them were enabled to be mustered in . 
the service in the places-to which they had 


been appointed, because it took some time to 
raise the brigade, and some of these officers 


for several weeks were without any pay what- |: 


ever. 


in. It is just in itself, and I trust it will pass 
without objection. ae 

Mr. WILLIAMS. They were practically in 
the service all the time? 

‘Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish to ask the chairman 
of the Military Committee if his joint resolu- 
tion does not go further than the accomplish- 
ment of the purpose which he explains? 

Mr. WILSON. No. 

Mr. HOWE. What is the use of this lan- 
guage then, which requires that from theamount 
to be paid to these officers there shall be de- 
dusted what has been paid them for this period 
of service? 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
with this matter, probably a good deal more 
so than the Senator who has reported this joint 
resolution. My famiiiarity with it arises from 
the fact that my son, now not living, com- 
manded one of the regiments and was the 
mustering officer. It was one of the charges 
which he gave to his father, and which that 
-father wiil endeavor to discharge to the best 
of his ability, to see that the officers whom he 
neglected to muster in at certain points, and 
which he could not do by reason of his being 
at other points, were dealt with justly by the 
Government. ; 

Now, if I may be pardoned, I would say 
that I bore the order for the raising of that 
brigade with my own hands from the President 
to the Secretary of War. 
gade of colored troops raised by law. -They 
were authorized to detail from the army of 
the Potomac certain officers, and to muster 
them. in, that they might have trained men as 
‘officers, and not have to take new men to off- 
cer these colored troops. They took sergeants, 
lieutenants, and captains. 


Now I come to the precise answer to the ii 


question which the Senator from Wisconsin 
put. I know there were men who went into 
these regiments as lieutenants and captains, 
and who did duty for six months before they 
could get mustered in. Some of them were 
sergeants and they got the pay of sergeants; 
some were privates, and they could only get the 
pay of privates for that period of time, because 


This is to pay: those men from the time | 
they reported and were ready to be mustered | 


It was the first bri- | 


I am somewhat familiar |: 
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they were not mastered‘in.: ‘That is the pre- | 
cise point made, and- I think I am right when | 
I say there were quite a-number of the officers | 
who went into that service who were killed in | 
battle and were never mustered in. Hence the © 


Mr. HOWE. Ihave to say that the purpose, 
as explained by the Senator from Maine, is 
entirely different from that explained by the 
Senator from Massachusetts. The Senator from 
Massachusetts, as I understood him, explained 


where officers were mustered out of the service 
for the purpose of being- mustered into the 
service at a different place and in a different 


- branch of the service and upon ‘a different 


‘ elevated rank, give it to them before the rank 


4 h th ; but th t oo 
raised. They did so, and when they arrived ` aro to nave tid pay s ouc ass Angina mos 


-they were engaged to take these positions. 


-word ought to be used instead of ‘‘assigned.”’ 


rank. The Senator from Maine says, on the 
contrary, that officers and soldiers not mus- 
tered out at all were detailed, while retaining 
the pay to which they were entitled; detailed 
to proceed to another point for the purpose of 


i i issi g i k d b- i 
Mr. WILSON. The effect is very simple. < being commissioned to a higher rank, and su 


sequently were commissioned; and this reso- 
lution is simply to` anticipate the pay of their . 
was assigned to them. I understand that is 
the proposition. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. While they were per- 
forming the service of the higher rank they . 


tered in until some time after they commenced 
performing this service. 

Mr. HOWE. Very well. Itis toanticipate | 
the pay which was due to that higher rank and | 
to. confer the pay upon them before the rank | 
was conferred. na 

Mr. HAMLIN. The rank was conferred, 
rat the technical mustering in had not taken 

ace, 33 we canst è 
Mr. HOWE. | How was the rank conferred? 

Mr. HAMLIN. It was conferred in this | 
way: a lieutenant was taken from a company 
here and made captain in the colored service. 

Mr. HOWE. How was he made captain? 

Mr. HAMLIN. By appointment and com: j, 


mission ; and he was not mustered in, owing to | ` 


an inability to be mustered in. That is all | 
there was of it. ii 

Mr. HOWE. Now; if you give him the pay | 
from the time his commission was issued—not | 
from the time of his being detailed from his 
former service—that will cover the case and | 
will be just right. = 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is all it does. i 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The point about it, and ` 
I do not think it has been answered, is this: : 
that a man is to have pay according to the ; 
rank to which he was assigned and in which |: 
he served. That was notthe rank that he had ` 
a commission for, very often. Many of these |; 
very persons who were captains may have been ` 
assigned to perform the duties of colonels, | 
and may have served as colonels. Now it. is | 
proposed to pay them as colonels from the 
time they were sent from the service in slau $ 
presume that is not what is meant. It seems | 
to me the word ‘‘ commissioned’’ or some other 


If it proposed to pay each one of these per- 
sons the amount due according to the grade | 
in which he was commissioned from the time i 
he ought to have been commissioned I cer- ` 
tainly should have no objection to it, and I |: 
think that is all that is intended; but the bill | 
certainly goes much further than that. 
Mr. HOWE. I think the Senator from | 
Massachusetts will agree to an amendment , 
striking out the words 
Mr. HAMLIN. I want to make this- state- |. 
ment: that the War Department prepared that | 
very section; and I think they know better : 
about it than we do here, and I think the direc- |: 
tion given at the Department will enable them |i 
better to know what equitably covers the case | 
than we do here. I think they have done it | 
just right as the bill stands. i 
Mr. a 


OWE. I have no doubt they have | 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_ he ought to be paid for it. r 
_ that have occurred where an oficer was en- 


: if the Senator will allow me. 
~ if you want to give the pay of the higher rank 
. from the time at which the higher rank was 
i conferred it would be better after the word 


i he,” in the twenty-fifth line, to insert ‘was 


| ment, although I think it is 


`i agreed to.. 


April 25, 


done it right fot some purpose. The question 
is, whether you want to pay these men from the 
time of their being detailed or from the time 
of their being commissioned. When I ob- 


jected that this gave them the pay of a higher 


© rank before the rank was conferred, you said 
` no, and you said the rank was conferred by 
_ the commission. 


Now I say letthe date come 
from the commission, and you say no again. 
Mr. HAMLIN. No. 
Mr. HOWE. Youdonot say ‘no;” then 
say ‘‘yes,’’ and we are agreed. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I object to that myself, 
Mr. SHERMAN. I think if the word 
“Sassigned ’’ was stricken out and ‘‘ commis- 


sioned ” inserted it would be right. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Ithink when a man was 
assigned to service and performed that service, 
I know of cases 


gaged in that sort of service fora considerable 


' time before he received his commission. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Does not the Senator 


: know that that would cost millions? 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not think it would 


“ cost millions. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. It would involve going 


. back through the whole Army. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Not necessarily. 
Mr. WILSON. Itis suggested to strike out 


' the word ‘assigned’? and insert ‘f commis- 
. sioned,’’ or to say ‘to which he was commis- 
© sioned and assigned,” and let it read in that 


way. Let the words ‘commissioned or’’ be 
inserted before ‘‘ assigned.’ 

Mr. HOWE. I will move an amendment, 
It seems to me 


commissioned andq’’ and then it will read, 
“from the date on which he was commissioned 


: and reported at the aforesaid headquarters.” 
. That will effect that purpose, if that is what 


it is. l 
Mr. WILSON. I will accept the amend- 
pcen so jow. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, The ques- 


i tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom 


Wisconsin to the amendment of the com- 


: mittee. 


The amendment to the amendment wás 


The amendment, as amended, was adopted. 
Mr. WILSON. I move another amend- 


‘ment; after the word ‘ pay,”’ in the twenty- 


sixth line, to insert ‘‘allowancea and emolu- 
ments’? .. 5 i e 

The amendment was agreed to. . 

‘The joint resolution. was. reported to. the 
Senate as amended, and the amendments were 
concurred in. 

Mr. BOREMAN. ` Ít seems to me that this 
is a dangerous precedent. This bill proposes, 
as I understand, to pay officers. who were ap- 
pointed to offices that were not vacant, and to 
pay them for services in the offices when they 


be found that during the war numerous officers 
served in positions much higher than their real 
rank, and if that is any good ground for the 
payment of the allowances of the higher rank 


i you will have innumerable officers here asking 


for additional pay of the same character. 

see no ground at all for this bill. — Simply be- 
cause these gentlemen were directed to report 
at a certain point, and failed to be mustered in 
at the precise time at which they expected to 
be mustered in, therefore it is said they should 
receive higher salaries than were allowed them. 
Many of them were officers already and under 
‘pay, others were private soldiers. When they 
came to be mustered in it was found that the 


pa to which they had been assigned, 83 


understand this case, were not vacant, an 


1870. 
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therefore they could not be mustered in as of 
that date. Such things occurred, to my own 
personal knowledge, very frequently during the 
war. Men were appointed to positions which 
turned out not to be vacant, and in those cases 
the officers were not paid back of the date of the 
appointment. There are innumerable cases ; 
and if this precedent is set, 
in my judgment you will have thousands and 
thousands of dollars to pay. ; 

Mr. WILSON. Without taking time, I wish 
simply to say to the Senator that the War 


and you follow it, ` 


Department endeavored to raise a brigade of l 


colored troops and to officer these men, not 
by the Governors of the States, but directly 
here; that General Ullman was selected to go 
down on the Mississippi river and raise and 
organize this brigade, and Army officers and 
soldiers were taken out of their regiments and 
sent down to the Mississippi river to officer it ; 
but when they arrived there they could not be 
mustered in because the troops were not raised, 
They had to goto work down there in astrange 
country to raise the troops before they could 
be mustered in, and this joint resolution pro- 
vides for their payment. There is no other 
case like it, none resembling it in the war. It 
is a just measure, and should have passed years 
ago. I¢ did pass the House of Representatives 
last winter. 


Maine troops such number of officers as shall 
be necessary for your son’s regiment.” They 
wanted officers of experience. It was atime, 
too, when there was some credit due to an offi- 
cer who was willing to go into that service. If | 
it should prove to be a failure it would be a r! 
failure for the men who took commands; and ., 
I insist that asa general rule they were a supe- | 
rior class of officers who were selected. The | 
Governor of my State designated the men who |, 
were to be taken, and a list was made of them, | 
and on that they were detailed into that service. 
They never had any commissions. They were 
nearly all mustered in, but a few were not, and 
those who were not mustered in went into ser- 
vice and did their duty side by side with the 
others. Now, I cannot see any reason in the | 
world why those who did precisely the same 
service in the brigade should not stand in rela- 
tion to their pay on the same footing. If apart ' 
of them had been commissioned, then I could , 
see how you might draw adistinction ; but none 
of them were. I cannot speak of the number 
with certainty, but I think itis less than twenty, | 
who from one cause or other could not get mus- - 
tered in at the precise time for the want of a 
mustering officer. This measure was sent to the 


; tion so that it will cover the exact case. There ` 


The joint resolution was ordered to be en- | 


grossed for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. HAMLIN subsequently said: I move 
to reconsider the vote by which the Senate 
passed the joint resolution (S. R. No. 90) for 


the relief of certain officers of volunteers, with | 


the amendment offered by the Senator from 


: Vision that it shall apply only to this brigade? | 


Wisconsin, [Mr. Hows.] I find on examination ;; 
that the amendment which be offered renders | 


the measare unjust, in my judgment. Task to | 


have it reconsidered, and then I will state in a `: 
moment the precise cause, and I think the | 
Senator from Wisconsin will concur with meas | 


to its justice. . 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


. ing the joint resolution to a third reading will 


Mr. HAMLIN. Now let the Secretary read .. 


the amendment which was adopted. 


that now as he has had the measure reconsid- 
ered it would be better perhaps to recommit 
it, and let the Committee on Military Affairs 


put it in a shape that will carry out the precise | 


object, and then I think no one will object toit. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I think it does carry out 


the precise object without the amendment | 


which has been made. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is very dangerous 
certainly to pay these persons—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. Will the Senator listen to 
me, and then see if there is any danger? Let 
the words whieh have been inserted be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will read the words. ; 

The Sgcretaky. The amendment which has 
been agreed to was to insert before the word 
‘treported,’’ in line twenty-five, the words ‘‘was 
commissioned, and.’’ 


Mr. HAMLIN. So that the effect is to pro- | 


vide that it shall not apply to the men unless 
they were commissioned. This resolution 


applies to the Ullman brigade, the first brigade ' 


ot colored troops that was mustered into the 


service of the United States, and it applies to | 


no other. Now, if you putin the word ‘*com- 
missioned’’ you make the resolution wholly 
nugatory; because I remember now, since I 
have examined the amendment, that no officer 
who entered that brigade was ever commis- 
- sioned during the whole service. Myson, who 


commanded one of these regiments as a col- | 


onel, never had a commission; but he was also 
& captain in the regular Army and officiated 
as mustering officer, and he mustered them in 
without commissions. 

This was the precise way in which these offi- 
cers were designated : I remember thatthe Sec- 
retary of War said to me, ‘t Mr. HAMLIN, confer 
with your Governor, and I will detail from the 


i the amendment. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I suggest to the Senator - 


| 
| 
| 
| 


: when so many Senators say it is just. 


r 


like it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Can you not putin a pro- | 
Mr. HAMLIN. § It is so now. 
the Ullman brigade expressly. The War De- : 
artment framed the resolution aright, as I: 
ave said. 1 move to reconsider the vote by | 
which the amendment was adopted. i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The vote order- | 


be regarded as reconsidered, and the question :; 
now is on reconsidering the vote agreeing to || 


Mr. HOWE. Iam not going to oppose that 
reconsideration. I think, as the Senator from 
Maine does, that this joint resolution applies 
only to the Ullman brigade; but I am very |' 
far from thinking with him and with other Sen- 
ators that there should be any distinction be- 
tween officers serving in the Ullman brigade |; 
and other officers, the name of whom is legion, 
not the whole of whom but many of whom have 
been before the Committee on Claims asking | 
that they shall be allowed pay for time when |; 
they were performing service to which their 
commissions did not designate them. We have 
felt compelled to reject many such cases; but 
I shall not stand here objecting to this claim 


The.motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. .. The question 
‘recurs on agreeing to the amendment. - 

The amendment was rejected: 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

BILLS PASSED OVER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
Ne No. 526) to promote commerce among the 

tates, and to cheapen transportation of the 
mails and of military and naval stores. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. TI object 
to the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. Is that objected to? 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Yes, sir; 
I object to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be | 
passed over. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 514) granting lands to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad and telegraph line from |, 
the Columbia river to. Puget sound. 

Mr. HOWARD. That can be passed over. 


i 


: bill acted on and passed at this time. 
‘ committee have stricken out everything that 
- relates to bonds, and I do not believe there is 
| any objection to the bill as it now stands. 


It apple to: 


: (S. No. 580) to enlarge the 
surrounding the Ca 


acted upon. 
' - Mr. SCHURZ. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I have no objection to 
that. If the bill that passed the Senate the 
other day passes the House we can then post- 
pone this bill indefinitely. Let it be passed 
over for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 469) relating to the Central Branch Union 
Pacific Railroad Company. 

Mr. HOWARD. Let that be passed over. 

Mr. POMEROY. I should liketo have the 
The 


Mr. HOWARD. I withdraw the objection. 
_ Mr. EDMUNDS. I renew the objection to 
the consideration of the bill, because it will 
occupy time. 

Mr. POMEROY. I do not think it will 
lead to remarks. It is nothing but a land 


` grant. 


Mr. SUMNER. Why not let it be read? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Av- 
THONY in the chair.) The bill is objected to 


_ Secretary of War, and he has drawn the resolu- i by the Senator from Vermont, 


DISTRICT CORPORATIONS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 461) providing for the formation of 
corporations, and regulating the- same in the 
District of Columbia. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. : The bill will 
| be read at length. 
Mr. HAMLIN. That bill was reported fro: 

! the Committee on the Distriet of Colambia; 
but subsequent to our report the House of 
Representatives passed a bill embracing the 
precise object of this bill. Now I wish to know 
if Í may move to substitute that for this. Ido 
not think there is any need of reading this bill, 
but let ustake the Housg.bill and substitute it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, We shall reach the 
House bill on the Calendar directly I suppose. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Very well ; I move to post- 
pone this bill indefinitely, so as to get it off the 
Calendar. . Sees vis 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILLS OBJECTED TO. 


The next. bill on the Calendar was the bill 
public grounds 


Cc pito P l 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that bill will be 
I objecte.. 0. 0 
Mr. SHERMAN. . It. bas passed the Senate 
twice. Pesca: sa ge ae 
. The PRESIDING OFFICER. An objection 
carries it over. The title of the next bill will 
be read. l EAST ne 
- The Secretary. . The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill (S. No. 262) to provide for the 
sale of certain lands and lots on the sea islands 
of Beaufort county, South Carolina, and for 


other purposes. ssi; ewes iter? 
- Mr. McCREERY.. I object to that. — 
Mr. POMEROY. It is very important that 
that bill should pass. It will save $20,000 a 
| year to the Government. 
Mr. SAWYER. I hope the objection will 
be withdrawn 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 


| be passed over. 


RAILROADS IN ALABAMA. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
| (8..No. 140) to renew certain grants of land 
to the State of Alabama; which was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to revive and renew the grant of lands made to 
the State of Alabama by the act of Congress 
approved June 3, 1856, entitled ‘‘ An act grant- 
ing public lands, in alternate sections, to the 
State of Alabama, to aid in the constraction 
of certain railroads in said State,’’ to assist in 
„the building of a railroad from the city of 
Montgomery, Alabama, to some point on the 
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Alabama atd Tennessee State ling; in the direc- 
tion of Nashville, for the use and benefit of the 
South and North Alabama Railroad Company, 
subject to all the conditions and. restrictions 
contained in the act referred to, and subject to 
the farther limitation that if the railroad is not 
completed within three years from the passage 
of this act no further sale shall be made for the 
benefit of the read and the lands unsold shall 
revert to the United States.. By this bill the 
right, power, and authority is given to the com- 


pany named to take from the public land adja- | 


cent to the lines of the railroad, earth, stone, 
and other materials for the construction thereof; 
and the right of way is granted to the extent 
of one hundred feet in width on each ‘side of 


the railroad where it may pass over the public - 
lands, including all necessary grounds for sta- ` 


tiong and structures connected therewith, not 
exceeding forty acres at any one station. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third’ time, and passed. 


i SALAREES ÒF JUDGES. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill ` 


(S. No. 806) to increase the salaries of the 
Chief Justice and associate justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 
-Mr. WILSON. Let that be passed over. 

- The. PRESIDING OFFIC 
„passed over.. -o 0 ow 
SUITS OF STATES. - 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(S. No. 339) giving priority to certain cases to | 
‘which a State is a party in the courts of the ` 
‘United States; which was considered as in © 


Committee of the Whole. The bill provides 
‘that in all: suits and: actions either at law or 
in chancery now pending, or that may here- 
‘after be brought in any of the courts of the 
‘United’ States (whether ‘ original suits in the 
courts òf the United States or brought into 
those courts by appeal, writ of error, or re- 


moval from any State court) wherein a State | 


is a party, or where the execution of the rev- 
“ente laws. of any State ‘may be enjoined or 
suspended, it shall be the duty of any court in 
which such cause may be pending to give such 
cause the preference and priority overall other 
civil çanges pending in such court; and the 
‘State or the party claiming under the laws of the 
‘State; the dxeeution of whose revenue laws is 
enjoined or suspended, shall have a right to 
‘have such canse heard at any time after such 
cause is docketed in such court, in preference 
to any other civil-cause pending in such court. 
“Mhe Committee on the Judiciary reported 
the bill with amendments. . Bae 
> “Phe first amendnient was ` 
‘gttike ont the word ‘‘ sispendéd” and insert 
“stayed by judicial order or process ;”’ ‘atid in 
ine ¢leven, to insert after the word ‘‘ pending”’ 
"on sufficient reason shown; ‘and in lire 


thirteen, ‘after the word ‘‘court’”’ ‘to insert | 


té betweeii private parties; s0 as to tend: ` 
Or where the execution of the revenud:laws of 
any State may he enjoined or stayad hy judicial order 
Lor process, it shall be the duty of,any eonrtin which 
‘such, canse may be parding, on sufficient reason 
“shown, to givesuch cande the preference and priority 
over all other civil causes pending ‘in such court 
‘ between private parties. Re a E 
The amendments were agreed.to...:..' 

The ‘next amendment was to insert“at the 
‘end of the bill the words ‘‘ between private 
parties.” . >is oo si Biss . 

i The amendment was agreed to. o, 
he bill was reported to the Senateasamend- 
ed, gnd the amendments were concurred in. 
_ The bill was ordered. to be engrossed for a 
third reading, .was read the third time, and 
passed.) ee es 
tay pf, BIES PASSED OVER. i pi oei; 
> The next bill on the Calendar was thebill 
. (S. No.: 290) to secure and protect the freedom 
‘of transit within the United States, reported 
‘adversely by te Committee on the Judiciary. 
- i Mp WILSON: «Let that be passed over. 
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Mr. SHERMAN... We had better postpone it. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I-would move to post- | 
pone it indefinitely; but I think the Senator | 
from Indiana, [Mr. Morton, ] who introduced | 
it, asked to have it go on the Calendar; andI | 


April 25, 


| bursing officers of the War and Navy Depart- 
| ments arising since the commencement of the 
rebellion, and prior to the 20th day of August, 
' 1866, to allow such credits for overpayments, 


and for losses of funds, vouchers, and property, 


R.. It will be 


in Hae nine, to |; 


| do not see him in his seat. Let it be passed 


' be passed over. oS 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to lay it on the 
table ; and then he can call it up if he desires 


left on the Calendar. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Very well; but.it only 
encumbers the Calendar. 

Mr. SUMNER. As the Senator from Indi- 


: the Calendar. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Very well; let it remain . 


: on the Calendar. 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Thebill will 
U be considered as objected to and passed over, 
and remain on the Calendar. 
' The next billon the Calendar was the bill 
:, (S. No. 385) to prevent the collection of taxes 
‘on property exempt from taxation, reported 
_ adversely by the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. TRUMBULL, I think that is another 
` bill of the Senator from Indiana. - 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. This bill was 


` i: introduced’ by the Senator from Michigan, 


: [Mr. Howarp.] - 
i Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that it be laid 
on the table. ` i 


The motion was agreed to. 


|. The next business on the Calendar was the 
| joint resolution (S. R. No. 93) declaring that 
‘no State has power to enforce any tax or duty 
upon any passenger traveling into, through, or 
from, to any. other State, Territory, or district 
-of the United States,.and has no power by 
contract with any corporation or individual 
|| engaged in the transportation of passengers, 
‘or as a condition in any charter, to reserve to 
itself. any portion or part of the gross receipts 
| from such passengers; and that it is the duty 


in 
ti 


vent the collection of such taxes or duties upon 
passengers} reported adversely by the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. ` i 

Mr. TRUMBULL.. That is another meas- 
| ure that was introduced by the Senator from 
| Indiana [Mr. Morton] declaratory. of certain 


! over, because the Senator from Indiana is not 


i ponement. ee ae ee a ; 
'” The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
resalution will be regarded as objected to, and 
| passed Over., 05 a a a D, 
HARPER'S FERRY CEMETERY.. po 
‘The next busihëss oi thé Calendar was the 
- joint-resolution. ($: R. No. %2) providing for 
| the repair of :the:dnclosure of the cemetery at 
Harper’s Ferty,>West: Virginia; which was 
- considered-as in Committee of the: Whole. It 
 proposès; out: of the--proceeds: of: the sale 
recently made by the Secretary. of War.of 
the public property.at Harper’s Ferry, West 
Virginia, to. appropriate $1,500, or so much 


inclosure of the cemetery at Harper’s Ferry, 

to be expended for that purpose under’ the 

direction of the Secretary of War. , .. | 
The joint resolution was reported to the 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ARMY AND NAVY OFFICERS’ ACCOUNTS. 

i’ The’ next bill on the: Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 459) to authorize the settlement of the 
accounts of the officers of the Army and Navy; 
which:was considered as in. Committee of. the 
‘Whole... The first section proposes to. author- 
ize the proper accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury, in the: settlement of the accoants of dis- 


over. fF l 
- The PRESIDING OFFICER. :. The bill will - 
to do so. 

-Mr. SUMNER. I think it had better be /' 


ana is absent, I think it had better be left on , 


| of Congress, by appropriate legislation, to pre- | 


i rights, and the Committee on the Judiciary : 
reported adversely. I move that it be passed - 


in; otherwise I should. move its indefinite post- .; 


thereof as shall be necessary, to repair the + 


Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a third ` 


© as they may deem just and reasonable when 
i recommended under authority of the Secreta- 
ries of War and Navy, by the heads of the 
military and naval bureaus to which such 
| accounts respectively pertain. The second 
section declares that the accounts (originating 
[ 


prior to August 20, 1866) of military and naval 
officers, whether of the line or staff, for Gov- 
` ernment property charged to them, may be 
closed by the proper accounting officers when- 
ever, in their judgment, it will be for the interest 
of the United States so to do. 

Mr. WILSON. I will simply say in regard 
_.to this bill that several of the officers of the 
_ Departments have been recommending for two 
or three years past the passage of a bill of this 

character. The Committee on Military Affairs 

have held it back with a view of having the 

Government settle all these accounts that it 
_was possible to settle, and save every dollar 

that could be saved to the Government. It is 

now represented that these accounts have been 

nearly all settled that can be settled in any 

way; and therefore the committee report this 
_ bill, which authorizes the Departments to ex- 
‘amine and settle these old accounts. Many 

of them are very small indeed; but the pro- 

vision is necessary to settle them. 

. Mr. SHERMAN. This is an extraordinary 
: pill. I.should be very glad to furnish some 
relief to these officers if it can be done safely. 
. Lask that the bill be read again. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Thesecond section makes 
every accounting officer an equity judge, and 
| gives him the most extraordinary powers that, 
| | suppose, were ever conferred upon any officer. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Letthe bill be passed over. 

Mr. SHBRMAN. It ought to be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, in my judg- 


ment. Eu 

Mr. WILSON. Ihave nọ objection to its 
| going to any committee, if. there is any doubt 
about the phraseology of the bill.: ít. has been 
examined by several officers connected with 
the Government, and- has been recommended 
for several years. It:hag got to be done some 
time. I hayaheld back against any bill of this 
kind until this session. . lt ought to have been 
passed, I suppose, three years ago, but I 
| thought it better to allow the Departments to 
` settle every dollar that could possibly be settled 
- without any interference of this kind. Iam 
| willing the bill should go to the Committee on 
| the Judiciary. Saye ae 
|: The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
i tọ refer the bill to the Committee on the Judi- 


 elarys o 

+ Mr. SHERMAN. Before that is done I 
wish: to say that my attention has. also been 
“called to the hardship of much of the action 
ofthe Departments in reference to officers’ ac- 
i; counts, and I should be. very.glad indeed to 
|, see s0me way provided by which a proper tri- 
‘ banal might pass in a preliminary way upon 
|: these various accounts; but tke second section 
‘of this bill authorizes an accounting, officer to 
' close auy-account at his discretion. 

Mr: WILSON. No; onthe recommendation 
of the War or Navy Department. . 

|- .Mr. SHERMAN. I ask that the second sec- 
| tion be. read again. The first section is better 
| guarded than the second section. 

-. The Secretary read as follows: 

‘+ Bue: 2. And beit further enacted, That the accounts 
4 of militar and naval officers, whether of the line ox 
': staff, for Government property charged to them, may 
i; be closed by the proper accounting officers whenever. 
| in theirjudgment, it will be for the interest of the 
|’ United Statessoto do: Provided, Thatsuch accounts 
_ originated prior to the 20th day of August, 1866. 
Mr. SHERMAN.. Some. of the Govern: 
i: ment officers have accbyats to the amount o 
‘| $100,000,000. -I happen to know of one. who 
|| has secounts.to that amount for, Government 


1870. ` 


property received and transferred from time 
to time. Now, this would be a very great 
power. In many cases I have no doubt the 
officers ought to be relieved, but I think the 
bill had better be referred to the Committee 


on the Judiciary orthe Committee on Finance., | 


Mr. EDMUNDS. It ought to go to the 
Committee on Finance. As it is a matter of 


accounts I suggest its reference to that com- . 


mittee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. To the first section I 
have no objection. If the bill were confined 
to that I should not object to it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be referred. It 


ought to be examined, as it relates to the set- :; 


tling of accounts. 


ts 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is now 


moved that the bill be referred to the Com- ` 


mittee on Finance. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Ihave no objection to ` 
referring the bill; but I think it is due to the `! 
officers who have these long-standing accounts | 


that there should be some way provided by 
which they can close them up. There area 


great many strictly honest gentlemen who ` 
served during the war as quartermasters, com- | 
missaries, and paymasters, and who by casual- | 
ties entirely beyond their control are unable to ` 
produce vouchers, as required by the regula- 


tions of the Department; and there should be 
some way to enable those persons to close up 
their accounts. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I agree entirely with the | 
Senator; but it seems to me it ought to be | 


done by a board of at least equal rank with 
the Court of Claims, because the claims that 
would be brought before this board would be 
larger in amount and greater in magnitude 


than any, probably, brought before the Court : 


of Claims. I only wish the proper guards and 
protection thrown around it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am willing it should 
be guarded. 

Mr. WILSON. I will say to the Senator 


from Ohio that while large amounts are involved | 


in these settlements there are very little bal- 
ances in the cases. Take, for instance, the 
pay department of the Army. During the war 
more than a thousand million dollars was paid 
out by the pay department to the hundreds of 
thousands of soldiers scattered all over this 
country, and there will be finally lost to the pay 


department not exceeding a quarter of a mil- ' 
Such a thing was never before | 
heard of in the history of the world. There | 


Kon dollars. 


has been nothing like it anywhere. In the 
war of 1812, in paying out the few milton 
dollars that we paid to soldiers then, we lost 
over two million dollars. In the Mexican war 
we lost several hundred thousand dollars. But 
in the late war, in the payment of more than a 


thousand million dollars, the Government is not, | 
the loser by a quarter of a million of dollars. | 
Where officers paid out perhaps twenty or | 


twenty-five or thirty million dollars on indi- 
vidaal accounts of perhaps thirty or forty or 
fifty or one hundred or two hundred dollars, 
their accounts cannot besettled. ‘The balances 
involved in this bill are very smalł indeed, but 
the accounts, of course, that are unsettled dre 
very large. It is now more than three years 
since the President by proclamation declared 
the war closed, and these officers have been 
compelled to remain in this position with their 
accounts unsettled. The Departments have 
gone just as far as they can go; and itisa 
simple question now what we shall do to re- 
lieve these officers. Their accounts are not 
difficult, not complicated in any way ; they are 
plain. I am willing that the bill shall be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. If they 
can devise a better plan than is now proposed 
L certainly shall have no objection to it; but I 
desire to have it understood here, for the credit 
of our -common country, that in no war has 
there been anything like the system, the regu- 
lation, the order, and the small percentage of 
losses on the amount expended, as in the war 
of the rebellion. 


` The. PRESIDING. OFFICER. The ques: 
tion is on referring the bill to the Committee 
on Claims. ek rae 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 

is reluctant to iaterpose; but debate is not in 
| order under the-rute. This bill has already 
| been debated longer than the rale allows. 
Mr. WARNER. I was only going to make 
i; a remark. Ido not see the danger that the 
|| chairman of the Committee on Finance sees 
in this bill, Se 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
.. thinks debate is not in order. 


' Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I submit the understand- 
ing was that debate might proceed upon a bill 
until some Senator insisted that the bill should 
go over. That was my understanding of the 


that such was the understanding. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. If that is 
the judgment of the Senate the Chair will so 


from Alabama is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. FHAYER. We could not hear the Sen- 


Mr. WILLIAMS, I say that my under- 
standing of the order was that discussion might 


discussion. 
Mr. WARNER. I was only 


cretion to the officers of the Departments. 
is only since I came into the Senate that I was 


ments here simply on account of technical dif- 
ficulties. For instance, the matter of clothing 
issued jointly to two officers.. They were obliged 
to take receipts jointly.. My accounts could not 
i| be settled because the Departments would not 
take joint receipts, although every article of 
property was accounted for, because there was 
nodiscretion under the law. In these cases there 
! is but a small balance, although there are many 
millions involved in some accounts; and they 
never can be settled except. by some discretion 
allowed to the accounting officers ; and I do not 
think there is-any danger in trusting them. It 
is a question of very great hardship to the 
officers. They feel uneasy and uncomfortable 
with these money and property respon sibilities 
resting upon them, and they ought to be dis- 
charged. ; n 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the motion to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


_ BILLS OBJECTED TO. l 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


ficial limbs to disabled soldiers. M 
i| Mr. EDMUNDS., Let that go over, 
Mr. WILSON. I hope not. M 8s 
The PRESIDING QFFICER. Objection 
being made, the bill will be passed ever. 


(S. No. 53) 
volunteers. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to this bill? The Chair hears no 
objection, aed it will be read: 

The Secretary read the bill. _ It proposes to 
extend the act of Congress enitled “An act to 
authorize the Secretary of War to settle and 
adjust the expenses of the Rogue river Indian 
war,” approved the 17th of July, 1854, to the 
Oregon volunteers, commanded by Captains 
Jesse Walker and Nathan Olney, called. into 
hbo to suppress Indian hostilities in Oregon 
in . 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That isa very old affair, 


to pay.two companies of Oregon 


ator from Oregon on this side of the Chamber. | greatest difficulty in the world will oceur if 


able to settle my own accounts with the Depart- | 


(H. R. No. 785) to provide for furnishing arti- | 


The next bill oa the Calendar was the bill: 
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lect there have been a great many of these 
Oregon claims. aoe 

Mr. WILLIAMS. There is a report from 
the Committee on . Military Affairs, and. there 
are plenty of documents to sustain -the claim. 
It is true it has been long before Congress, but 


|| there are a number of documents in support 


| Of it. 
t _ Mr. TRUMBULL. ` We Have paid a great 
i deal for Oregon troops. 


I think the bill had 
better go over. It will certainly lead to dis- 


cussion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 


: , : be passed over. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be referred to the ``: 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


' (S. No. 529) to provide. for the sale of the 

"i Great and Little Osage Indian reservation in 
' the State of Kansas, and for the settlement of 
: gaid Indians in the Indian territory... . 


proceed until some Senator objected to further , 


Government will be the loser by allowing 1e i 
an 


execute the rule ;. and in that case the Senator ` 


ii to pay volunteers called out in 1854. I recol- | 


arrangement, and I think the Globe will show _ 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that go over. : 
. Mr. POMEROY. I hope this bill will be 
considered. , p 

Mr. HARLAN. It ought to be acted upon. 

Mr. POMEROY. There.are from almost 
every State in the Union probably twenty 


. thousand men who have come into Kansas 
. this year and gone on those lands, and the 


they cannot have a title. ; 
Mr. HARLAN.. The War Department has 
been compelled to send troops there to keep 


ing to remark, | the peace. 
in support of what the Senator from Massachu- , 199,4 “08! ; An), 
setts says, that those of us who have been | objection is withdrawn the next bill onthe Cal 
through the ordeal of settling Army accounts `: 


at the Departments have not any fear that the | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unless the 


endar will be taken up. 
Mr. POMEROY. This bill simply provides 


' that the settlers may have the land at $1 25 


an acre. . ek 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I only object because it 


i will lead to infinite discussion, and I want to 
| reach the short bills which can be acted on 


and disposed of. in accordance with the spirit 

of the peer E. pa e 
Mr. HARLAN. Will it be in order to move 

to make this bill a special order? - 

. Mr. EDMUNDS. , I will not object ‘to its 

being considered with the mere view of making 


it a special order. =.. 
G OFFICER. It will be in 


‘The PRESIDI) 

order. a 

- Mr, HARLAN. I make that motion. The 

bill ought to be acted upon at'an early day. 
Mr. FERRY. I object to that. 

- The PRESIDING OFFICER.. The Chair 
is overruled by higher authority. ‘The motion 
is notin order. - oon oe 

Mr. POMEROY. : I presume I shall have an 
opportunity to make that motion to-morrow 


morning. “ -, a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. : The bill has 
been objected to, and it goes over. 

- The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 545) for the relief of William Chinn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER... Is there ob- 
jection to this bit? >: SAn i 

Mr. TRUMBULE. Let it be read, that we 
may know whatitis. ...... 

The Secretary read the bill. It proposes to 
appropriate $723, to-be paid. to William Chinn, 
a coloréd man, of Prince William county, in 
the State of Virginia, in his own right, and as 
the lawful assignee of Mrs, Frances B. Gibson, 
his late mistress, in full compensation of all 
losses sustained by him and her, severally and 


| jointly, on account of live stock, provisions, 


and. forage of every kind furnished to and 
taken by the troops of the United States from 
the farm of Mrs. Gibson, in that county, during 
the late civil war, and in full compensation 
for all losses sustained by either and by both 
for pasturage, damage to fences on the farmj, 
and fer any other losses not herein enumerated. 

- Mr. DRAKE. Let the report of the com- 
mittee be read. .. : 

- Mr. McCREERY. I am willing to support 
a general law to that effect, but L am not willing 
to take up a special case. , T object to the bill. 

Mr. PRATT. Ihopethe Senator will allow 
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this bill to pass. It isa very meritorious case. || in his power for the apprehension of the thief and 


There is a report accompanying it which is 
not very long. 


8 
Mr. McCREERY. There are a great many | 


similar cases that are very meritorious. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the ` 
Senator from Kentucky insist upon his objec- ` 


tion? 
Mr. McCREERY. Yes, sir. 


ThePRESIDING OFFICER. Thebill will ` 


be passed over. 
CAPTAIN JOHN A. WILCOX. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
S. No. 552) for the relief of Captain John A. 
Wilcox; which was read the second time, and 

considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
directa the proper accounting officers in set- 
tling and adjusting the aecounts of John A. 


Wilcox, captain fourth regiment of United : 


States cavalry, to credit him with the sum of 
$764 10, being the amount of Government 
funds which were stolen from him, without his 
default, at or near Fort Clark, Texas, on the 
14th of February, 1867. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to hear 
the report in that case. 

The Secretary read the following report, 
submitted by Mr. WILLEY, from the Commit- 
tee on Claims, on the 17th of February last: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of John A. Wilcox, captain fourth regi- 
ment United States cavalry, tor relief fromall liabil- 
ity on aceuunt of Government fundsstolen from him 
on the 14th day of February, 1867, submit the follow- 
DE report: 

j hile stationed at Fort Clark, Texas, the claimant 
had in his possession a package of money amounting 


to $775, of which $275 belonged to thequartermaster’s ` 


department, $489 10 belonged to the subsistence de- 
partment, and $10 90 belonged to himself. This 
money was kept in his tent, in his trunk, which was 
locked. e 
money excepti 
pany O, fourth United States cavalry, acting quar- 
termaster’s sergeant. On the lth of February, 1867, 
while the claimant was absent from his tent. said 
money was taken from his trunk; and the evidence 


is quite conclusive that it wasstolen by the said Fer- | 
na 


d. who opened said trunk by means of false keys, 
and who immediately deserted the service and fied. 
Diligent search by claimant himeelf and various 
other parties in different directions was made for 
said deserter and thief, but without success. Claim- 
nnt followed as far as San Antonio, where all trace 
of him was lost. He employed the police of San 
Antonio to assist in his detection, offering $100 re- 
wurd for his arrest. 

The claimant swears that “he placed the money 


FE ee as the eet multe hee” Dieus | The next bill on the Calendar was the bill , 


und that the loss thereof is no fault of his.” Lieu- 
tenant D. A. Irwin, of the said fourth United States 


cavalry, present at the time, and cognizant of the | 
circumstances, testifies that “in his opinion Captain | g 


‘| Mr. WILSON. I move the reference of that ` 


Wilcox is in no way blamable for the loss of the 
money or the escape of the thief, for he (Captain 


Wilcox) had the money in the most secure place | 


o in his possession.” It seems there was no 
safe at the post; and Lieutenant Irwin further states, 
in a letter addressed to Senator Camezox, that he 


that “the money referred to was stolen by one of his 


(Captain Wilcox’s)men soon after my arrival from the | 


North. It was taken from a trunk occupied by the 
captain and myself. 
remote on the frontiers, and there are no means 


provided by the Government for the safe keeping of | 
| extent the same principle. 
i| what particular point this bill is directed. I. 
| believe it is more general in its térms than the 

one which was referred to the Committee on : 


: I am directed by the general commanding ` 
the district to acknowledge the receipt of your letter | 


funds; he (Captain Wilcox) followed the deserter and 
thief for two weeks, but was unable to him.” 
he claimant also files the following: 
Heapquarrers District OF TEXAS, 
5 Gatvestox, Texas, March 7, 1867. 
IR: 


of the 28th ultimo, relative to your loss ot $775 Gov- 


ernment funds, stolen from you by Acting Quarter- . 


master Sergeant George J. Fernald. company C, 


fourth United States cavalry, and in reply toinform ` 
you that the said letter and its inclosures have been ` 
to department headquarters this date, | 


forwarded 
indorsed as follows, namely : : 
Heapquasgrers Disraict or TRIAS, 
QALVESTON, TEXAS, March 6, 1867. 
Respectfully forwarded to department headquar- 


ters; recommended thatthe within papers be mailed | 
Treasury Department | 
through the War Department as satisfactory evi- | 
dence upon which furtheraccountability of Captain | 


to the proper officer of the 


Jobn A. Wiicox, fourth United States cavalry, for 
ibs public fands stolen by Acting Qua aster 

ergeant George J. Fernald, private company C, 
fourth United States cavalry, and who deserted the 
service of the United States, carrying off the public 
fandsin question, may be released, or suitable legis- 
lation secured to this end; it being clear that every 

recaution was taken by this officer for the safe- 

eeping of the public funds with the disbursement 
of which he was charged, and that he has done all 


It 


No person knew that the claimant had this ` 
Private George J. Fernald, com- | 


The post is one of the moat | 


deserter. CHARLES GRIFFIN, 


Brev. Maj. Gen. U. S. A., Commanding. 
| tere the Monor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 
| obedient servant, H. M. TAYLOR. 


airy, commanding Fort Clark, Texas. 


testimonials of good moral character, an of his 
efficiency in the discharge of his dutics as an officer. 
Among them are the following: . : 
For the Secretary of War, introducing Captain 
Wilcox, well known to me as a young officer of high 
merit, and who has a most excellent record in the 


service. 
J. HOLT. 
War DEPARTMENT, 
PaYMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICR, 
Wasurneton, D. C., October 24, 1865. 
Captain John A. Wilcox, of the fourth United 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be read, subject to objection by any Senator, 
Mr. POMEROY. I move that the bill be 


passed over. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 


A. '| objected to, and it will be passed over. 
+ Second Lieut. Seventeenth U. S. infantry, A. A. A. G. | 
Captain Joux A, Wincox, Fourth United States Cnv- : 


MINNESOTA AND WINNIPEG RAILROAD. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bil] 


(8. No. 881) granting lands to aid the con- 
The claimant furnishes several very satisfactory . 


struction of a railroad from the western bound- 
ary of Minnesota, at the junction of the Sioux 


- Wood river with the Red River of the North, 


States cavalry, is an officer well known to me per- ° 


sonally, and I take pleasure in commending him for 
his intelligence, efficiency, and woll-established 
probity of character. 

Captain Wilcox is altogether competent and 
worthy any appointment in any disbursing depart- 
ment of the Army. 

B. W. BRICE, 
Paymaster General, 


WAR DEPARTNENT, 
Provost MARSHAL GENKRAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., October 23, 1865. 
Captain John A. Wilcox, fourth United States 
cavalry, has been performing the daty of mustering 
and disbursing officer for upward of three years; his 
accounts have been examined in this office and found 
correct, there being no exceptions to any of his dis- 
bursements. | . i 
Captain Wilcox has proven himself to be a faithful 


ure to bear testimony to the promptness and correct- 
ness with which he has discharge his duty: 
CHAUNCEY MoKEEVER, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

Concurring in the opinion that the evidence shows 
that the claimant was not guilty of any criminal 
default or negligence in the custody of the aforesaid 
funds, and that he used all the efforts which could 
have been reasonably demanded to arrest the thief 
_ and recover them, the committee think that the 
| claimant ought not to be held responsible therefor. 
| They therefore beg leave to report the accompany- 
| ing bill, and recommend its passage. 


: 
j] 
l reading, read the third time, and passed. 
' IMPORTATION OF IMMIGRANTS. 


' (S. No. 563) to make the importation of immi- 
rants under labor contracts unlawful. 


| bill to the Committee on Education and Labor. 
Mr. DRAKE. 


contracts unlawful should be referred to that 
committee. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS. £ F will state that there is 
a bill of a similar nature pending before the 
Committee on Commerce involving to some 


Commerce. 


and Labor. He cannot have a great deal of 
business to do in that capacity, and so I thought 
he would be just the Senator to deal with this 


`i the bill to the Committee on Commerce. 


mittee on the Judiciary. So I would propose 
that this bill be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary also. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Oh, no. i 

Mr. COLE. I hope the bill will be read, 


ought to be referred. . 


i I should like to have that : 
_ bill read, to know how it happens thata bill to | 


Pe netoraally acquninter withthe cirowtartanoes |i make the importation of immigrants under labor | 


I do not know to | 


Mr. WILSON. TheSenator from Missouri : 
is chairman of the Committee on Education ` 


matter; but it seems he does not wish to con- - 
sider it, and I therefore move the reference of : 


Mr. CORBETT. The Committee on Com- : 
merce have one bill on this subject: before: : 
them which it is very difficult for them to decide | 
upon, and they propose to refer it to the Com- -' 


| and then we shall know to what committee it | 
| ; 


to the Winnipeg district of British A merica. 

Mr. RAMSEY. It is very important that 
the bill should be passed now, and | hope it 
will be acted upon. 

Mr. POMEROY. This is a bill to facilitate 
communication with that region. We have a 
railroad partly built up there, and with this 
grant of land I think the railroad can be finished 
up into that rebel district. It will help the 
rebellion there. 

Mr. RAMSEY. They have already con- 
structed a large portion of the road. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is land to be granted 
to a railroad in a district of country out of the 


. United States? 


- States instead of through Canada. 
and efficient disbursing officer. and it gives me pleas- - 


Mr. POMEROY. No, sir; only up to the 
line of the United States. All the communi- 
cation with that district is now carried on by 
stages. The parties are pushing on the road 
with great rapidity. If the road were complete 
to-day all the communication with that district 
of country would be done through the Kieg 

t isa 
matter of some political importance. 

Mr. HOWELL. Let the bill be passed 


over. 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Senator 


i from Iowa objects, and the bill will be passed 
' over. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without - 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third — 


Mr. RAMSEY. Ihope the Senator from 
Towa will withdraw his objection. If he will 
consider the importance of this road in a 
national point of view, I am sare he will do so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
bill on the Calendar will be read. 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE SCRIP. 
The next bill on the Calendar wae the bill 


(S. No. 482) to provide for the location of 


agricultural college scrip by actual settlers. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 


` objection to this bill? The Chair hears none. 


Mr. POMEROY. There is an amendment 


: reported by the Committee on Public Lands 
| as a substitute for the bill. . 


Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be read. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 


, ment. 


Mr. STEWART. ‘There is no use in read- 
ing that any further. I object to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
is made. 

- Mr. WILLIAMS. Perhaps tke Senator will 
not object when he hears the whole of the bill 
read. It provides that the scrip shall only be 
located by actual settlers. 

- Mr. STEWART. If the bill can be changed 
so as to provide that the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown can have the proceeds of g0 
much land, I shall not object to it; but this is 
just the way that the military scrip was gotten 
out, and afterward it led to abuses. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
objected to, and it is not debatable. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator has not 
heard it read through. 

-Mr. STEWART. It is probably entirely 
unobjectionable as it now stands ; but after the 
passage of this bill Congress will keep amend- 
ing it, as they did in the case of the military 
scrip, and it will get into the hands of specu- 
lators. We have never yet authorized the issue 
of serip that it was not abused. 

Mr. POMEROY. This puts thescrip in the 
hands of settlers, and it cannot be located in 
any other way. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER, The bill has 
been objected to, and debate is not in order. 
SOLOMON E. BOWLES. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
S. No. 559) for the relief of Solomon E, 
owles ; which was read the second time, and 


sixty days, we have reported bills in favor of 
relief being granted. 


The Secretary read as follows: 
SRC. 2, And be it further enacted, That the power 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Iam not able to under- | conferred upon the supreme courtof tho District of 


stand the explanation of the Senator very | 
well. Ifthe book that the party had in his : 


: hands required him to file this notice in ninety 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It - 


authorizes the Commissioner of Patents to hear 
and determine the application of Solomon E., 
Bowles for an extension of his letters-patent, 
granted 10th of April, 1855, for a machine for 
raising and transporting stores, upon evidence 


in the same manner and with the same effect . 


as if the application had been made within the 
time prescribed by law; but in case the exten- 
sion shall be granted, no person is to be held 
liable for damages for infringements thereof 
between the date of the expiration of the ori- 
ginal patent and the date of the extension. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Let the re- 
port be read. 

The Secretary read the following report sub- 


mitted by Mr. Ferry, from the Committee on | 


Patents, on the 18th of February last: 


The Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 
the memorial of Solomon E, Bowles. praying for per- 
mission to be heard at the Patent Office on his appli- 
eation for the extension of his patent for raising and 
transporting stores, report as fellows: 

The petitioner is the original inventorof anew and 
valuable machine for raising and transporting stores, 
for when he obtained a patent on the 10th day of 
Marc 
1869; that more than ninety days prior to its expira- 


1855, which expired on the 10th day of April, : 


tion he placed his letters-patent in the hands of | 


one Seeley to make application to the Commissioner | i > 
eeley, b “i object 
ignorant of the change in the law requiring ninety . J 


of Patents for an extension; that said Seeley, being 


days instead of sixty days, as formerly, to intervene | 
between the making of such application and the ex- . 


piration of the patent, did not file his application 
till after said ninety days had began to run, and 
consequently, when the petitioner appeared at the 
Patent Office to prosecute his application, he found 
himself barred by reason of the facts aforesaid. 


days, why did he not do it? 

Mr. FERRY. He filed it before the sixty 
days, but the law now requires that it shall be 
filed ninety days. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ninety days before the 
patent expires? 

Mr. FERRY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I understand it now. 


olumbia to issue writs of attachment and replevin 
under existing laws, be extended to tho courts of 
justices of the peace in all cases—— 


Mr. TRUMBULL, Thatis sufficient. They 


` are to have the authority to issue attachment. 
‘and writs of replevin to the extent of $100. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a `: 


third reading, was read the third time, and | 
passed. 


DISTRICT JUSTICES OF TILE PEACE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 210) relating to judicial proceedings 


' in the District of Colambia; which was con- 
. sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. PATTERSON. TheCommittee on the 


` District of Columbia have instructed me to 


move an amendment in the form of a substi- 


` tute for the bill, which I send to the Chair. 


The VICEPRESIDENT. Theamendment 
will be read. 
Mr. FOWLER. Let that bill be passed 


` over. 


4 


permitted to proceed with his said application before | 


the Commissioner of Patents, and therefore recom- 
mend the passage of the accompanying bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without : 


amendment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The only fact stated in - 


the report is that the petitioner was ignorant of 
the law. Jf that is sufficient to authorize a 
man to get relief the bill ought to pass. That 
is the only faet stated. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
objected to. 


You have a great variety of justices here. I 
shall not object to the bill, but I doubt the pro- 
priety of it. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I will say to the Sen- 
ator from Illinois that this is desired by the 
members of the supreme court of the District 
of Columbia, and by almost everybody in the 


> District. 


Mr. NYE. They desire it, I suppose, because 


` they want to get rid of trying these cases. 


Mr. PATTERSON. They wish to get rid 


. of some of this immense amount of work. 


Mr. NYE. If I understood the reading of 


' the amendment, one part of it provides that 


where judgment is entered to the amount of 
twenty dollars it shall become a lien upon real 
estate. I do not think that is so in any State. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Oh, yes, it is. 
Mr. FOWLER. I presume there is no way 
of supporting the justices here, unless we in- 


‘: crease their business. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


, tion ison the amendment reported by thecom- 
` mittee. 


Mr. PATTERSON. Why doesthe Senator ` 


Mr. FOWLER. It will lead to debate. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Itis very short. 

Mr. HAMLIN. What is the objection? 

Mr. FOWLER. Let it be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- . 


The committee are of opinion that he ought to be ‘: tor from Tennessee withdraws his objection 


until the bill is read. 
The Secretary read the amendment offered 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as 


: amended, and the amendment was concurred 


$ in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for 


_a third reading, was read the third time, and 


passed. 
On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, the title 


' was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill relating to 
' judgments in justices’ courts in the District 


. of 


by Mr. PATTERSON, which was to strike outallof | 


the bill after the enacting clause and to insert : 
in lieu thereof the following: 


hereafter be rendered by any justice of the peace in 


; the District of Columbia, the party in whose favor 


Mr. FERRY. Ioughtto explain, perhaps, :. 


that prior to 1861 but sixty days’ notice of an `! 


application for an extension of a patent bythe | 


Commissioner of Patents was required by law. 
There was a little hand-book in the hands of 
patent agents and inventors generally through- 
out the country which set forth what the law 
was in respect to applications, and it con- 
tained this requisition of sixty days. No other 


hand-book has since been published, as I under- |; 


stand; and this is generally in the hands i 
: Columbia to issue writs of attachment and replevin ` 


of this class of men. 


The time is now fixed | 


at ninety days, but the book remains as it | 


formerly was, and these persons. are very fre- - 


quently misled. We have had a number of 
applications of this kind. 


r. WILLIAMS. You mean it was for- . 


i] said supreme court shall provide a book for such 


merly ninety days, and it is now sixty. 


Mr. FERRY. No, sir; it was formerly sixty | 


and is now ninety days. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Then I do not see how 
the man could make a mistake. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. He must apply ninety 
days before the expiration ofthe original patent. 

Mr. FERRY. In this case he did apply 
seventy days before, in accordance with the 
old law, and he found himself barred. 

Mr. HOWE. When did he apply? 

Mr. FERRY. Between sixty and ninety 
days in this particular case. 

Mr. HOWE. Does the proof show that? 

Mr. FERRY. The evidence shows it. It 
is not exactly stated in the report, but that is 
the fact. We have a number of such cases. 
Where that fact appeared clearly and definitely, 


that the petitioner was misled in this way by | 
the change in the law, where he had used due | 


diligence to present his application within the 


| date of filing transcript; part unsatisfied; when satis- 


the judgment has been rendered may, witbin three 
years from the rendition thereof, file a transcript of 
such judgment in the office of the clerk of the 
supreme court of the District of Columbia; and 
thereupon it shall be the duty of said clerk, on the 
day on which the transcript may be filed, to enter 
alphabetically in a judgment docket, to be kept by 
him for that purpose, the names of the parties, the 
amount of said judgment, the date of its rendition 
and of filing the transcript; whereupon such judg- 
ment shall become a lien upon the real estate of the 
judgment debtor, and execution may be issued 
thereon, and executed in the same manner as if the 
jadgment had been rendered in theSupreme Court of 
the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatthe power ' 
conferred upon the supreme court of the District of . 


, under existing laws be extended to the courts of | 
justices of the peace in all cases where the amount `! 


claimed by the plaintiff does not exceed $100; and 


that the supreme court of the District of Columbia |j; 


shall prescribe rules of practice before justices of | 
the peace in such cases. 
Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That the clerk of ` 


judgment docket alphabetically divided, and spaced 


olumbia, and for other purposes.’ - 
MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


, (S. No. 505) amendatory of the charter of the 
That in all cases in which a judgment, the amount | 
: of which exceeds twenty dollars has been or may 


: the bill. 


Mutual Fire Insurance Company of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
It proposes to amend the act to in- 


` corporate the Mutual Fire Insurance Company 


with perpendicular columns for the entry of the fol- . 
lowing data in their order, namely: name of judg- i; 


ment debtor; name of judgment creditor; amount !' 


of judgment; date of rendition; by whomrendered; ' 


fied 


Mr. FOWLER. This is not the bill I sup- || 
I withdraw my objection to it. j 


posed it was. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. It seems to me that. 
that is rather a dangerous bill. 
great many justices of the peace in the District ` 
of Columbia, and I have never known justices : 
of the peace to have jurisdiction of replevin | 
suits. They have not in my State. 
Mr. HAMLIN. They have in my State. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. They have in my State | 
up to seven dollars. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. This isto the extentof | 


$100 in replevin and one other class of suits. || 


Will the Clerk read the other kind of suits | 
that the justices are to have jurisdiction of? 


We havea | L 1 
Pa person supposed to have come to his death by vio- 


of the District of Columbia, approved Jan- 
uary 10, 1855, so as to authorize the interest 
on the premium notes held by the company to 
accumulate to the extent of $100,000; and 
also to authorize the company to acquire and 


i hold real estate not exceeding $50,000, cash 


value, at any one time. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CORONER OF THE DISTRICT. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 79) to further define the nature and 
extent of the duties and powers of the coroner 
of the District of Columbia, and prescribing 
his fees and the manner of collecting the same. 
_ There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
reported the bill with an amendment, to strike 
out all after the enacting clause, and to insert 
in lieu of the words stricken out the following : 


That the coroner of the District of Columbia, so 
soon as he shall be notified thatthe dead body of any 


lence or casualty, is within the District, shall visit 
the body of the person so dead, and if, in his judg- 
ment, the case demands it, shall make out his war- 
rant directed to any constable, sergeant of police, or 


;| patrolman, within said district, requiring him forth- 
‘| with to summon a jury of twelve good and lawful 


men of the District, to appear before said coroner at 
the time and place expressed in his warrant, and to 
inquire upon view of the body, (naming therein the 
person lying dead, if known,) how and in what man- 
ner, and by whom hecameto his death ; or in case of 
a female, how and in what manner, and by what 
means she came to herdeath. And every officer to 


li whom such warrant shall be delivered shall forth- 
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with execute the same and repair tothe place where 
the dead body is at the time named in t 


thereon, to the coroncr who granted the same. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the coroner - 


shall administer to tho jury when assembled tho 
following oath: “You do solemnly swear (or alfirmn, 
as the case may be) that you will diligently inquire, 
and true presentment make, in what manner and by 
whom the person who hers lies dead has come to his 
(or her) death, and that you will deliver to me, the 
coroner of this District, a true inquest thereof, accord- 
ing to such evidence as shall be laid before you, and 
according to the best of your knowledge. And you 
do further swear (or affirm) that you will well and 
truly examine and makereport to me, givinga minute 
and particular. description of the person of the de- 
ceased, together with his (or her) name, if the name 
can be ascertained, and the money, otber valuables, 
and papers found with or upon the dead body.” 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the jurors | 


being sworn, the coroner shall give them a charge 
upon their oaths to declare of the death of the per- 
son, how, and by whom it was caused, and all the 


circumstances attending the same, and whether any 


person, and who, is guilty of causing said death, and | 


the degree of guilt, and the names of the witnesses 
by whom the guilt is established. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That all persons 
desirous of being heard shall be examined as wit- 
nesses, and the coroner may causo witnesses to be 
summoned by subpenas, issued by him and served 
by one of the officers aforesaid, who shall answer all 
questions asked them by the coroner, by the medical 
experts, or by any member of the jury, on oath or 
affirmation, to be administered by thecoroner, touch- 


ing said death, and all the circumstances connected ; 
with the same, and touching the money, valuables, | 


and papers found on or near his person; and when, 
in the judgment of the coroner, the case demands it, 
ho may summon any physician, surgeon, or chemist 


vices as hereinafter stated. 


Src. 5. And beit further enacted, That the jury hav- i ; 
ing viewed the body, heard the evidence, and made : 


all inquiry within their power, shall draw up, sign, 
and deliver to the coroner their verdict upon the 
death under consideration, and upon all and singular 
the matters embraced in their said oath, and the 


charge of the coroner, which verdict shall be filed in ` 


the office of the coroner, and recorded in a book to 
be kept by’ him for that puppose, and shall be subject 


to inspection at all times by any person claiming an , 


interest therein. 


EC, 6. And be it further enacted, That the coroner | 


shall have power to cause the witnesses, or such of 
them as he deems necessary, to enter into recogni- 
zance with or without security, in his discretion, for 
their appearance at the next criminal court to be 
held in said District, to give evidence touching the 
death aforesaid. | , 

SEC. 7. And beit further enacted, That if the inquest 
shall find any person to beguilty of murder or man- 
slaughter, either as principal or accessory, the cor- 
oner shall cause such person or persons to be arrested 
on a warrant issued by him, and to commit him or 


them. to the District jail to await the action of the | 
criminal court of the Distriet; and thecoroner shall | 


attach to his commitment a certified copy of the 


finding of theinquest, which shall contain the names |: 


of ail the witnesses examined. 


Suc. 8 And be it further enacted, That the coroner | 


is hereby invested with authority to enforce his pre- 
cepts, and to secure the attendance of witnesses and 


jurors and the answer of recusant witmesses by | 


attachment. ; 
Src. 9. And be tt further enacted, That it shall be 


and tbe proceeds applied to the payment of such 
expenses, Any surplus then remaining shall bo de- 
livered to the heirs or legal representatives of the 


deceased: Provided, That at the expiration of each | 
quarter of the year any unclaimed effects remaining | 
in the possession of the coroner shall be delivered to | 
the treasurer of the levy court, or to the treasurers | 
of the cities of vashington and Georgetown, accord- - 

r ich the inauest shall be held, | 
and an inventory of the same shall accompany the ' 


ing to the locality in w 


coroner’s account, $ 


Src. 10. And be it further enacted, That the fee of 
the coroner for viewing the body shall be five dollars | 
in each and every case where he performs that ser- | 


vice, and for 211 other services he shall be entitled to 


the same fees as are now allowed by law to the clerk || 
of the courts of said District for similar services; : 


and where the inquest shall necessarily extend be- 


yond one day the coroner shall be allowed five dollars | 


for each additional day so employed. And the fees 


and mileages of the jurors, witnesses, and consta- |! 
bles, or other executive officer, shall be the same as | 
aro allowed by law for like services in the courts of | 
said District. All of said fees and expenses shall be | 

out of the effects of the person so dead, if any | 
there be, otherwise they shall be paid by the proper ` 
authorities of the locality where said dead body is `i 
found; if within the limits of Georgetown by the ` b 


paid 


corporate authorities of that city, if within the limits 


ashington by the corporate authorities of that ii 


x o warrant, | 
and make return of the same, with his proceedings | 


: and I find that it contains the proper guards 
‘and restrictions; and I therefore should like | 


| be read. : 


city, and if outside the limits of said eities to be paid 
by the levy court of said District... . 
Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the coroner to make up once in each 
quarter a true account for services and expenses in | 
all inquests held by him within said three jurisdic- 
tions respectively, itemizing said account and show- : 
ingtherein what moneys or other effects came into | 
his hands and the disposition made of the samo, and. 
the credits to which said account is entitled; and the 


i coroner shall take and subscribe am oath attached to 


said account to the effect that the same is just and 
true, that all and singular the services therein enum- 
crated were rendered and wero necessary, and the 
sameexhibitsatrueandfallaccount ofallthemoncys, 
valuables, and papers that have come to his hands 


' as such coroner, and the manner of the disposition 


of thesame; and it shall be the duty of tho corporate 


. authorities of the cities of Georgetown and Washing- 


ton, and of the lovy court, respectivaly, to audit said 
accounts accordingly as they occurred within said 


Cities respectively, or outsidethesame, and causethe . 
: same to be paid if they should be found legal and 


just. 
. Seo. 12. And be it further enacted, That the coroner ` 


shall be allowed for all necessary stationery and 
bianks, the account thereof to be itemized and sworn 
to as before stated, and to include any heretofore 
procured by him and for which he has not been paid; 


and also for any unsettled expenses of inquests here- `. 
: tofore held by him, to be equitably apportioned 
: between the jurisdictions aforesaid. ` 


The amendment was agreed to. l 
The bill was reported to the Senate as: 
amended, and the amendment was concurred 
in. The bill was ordered to be engrossed for - 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE SCRIP. 


Mr. STEWART. I objected to a bill a few 
moments ago, but I have since examined it, 


to withdraw my objection to it. . ` i 
Mr. POMEROY. It is Senate bill No. 482, 
relating to land serip, which. was ‘passed. over 
a few moments ago. rod 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. - If there be : 
no further objection the bill (S. No. 482) to | 
provide for the location of agricultural college | 
scrip by actual settlers will be regarded as ` 
before the Senate; and the amendment re- | 
ported by the Committee on Public Lands will | 


The amendment was to strike out all of the 
bill after the enacting clause. and insert the 
following in lieu of the words stricken out: 


That thore be granted to the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown and the county of Washington, in 
the District of Columbia, seven hundred and fifty 
thousand acres of the public lands of the United 
States, to be divided between the cities of Washing- 
ton and Georgetown and the county of Washington, 
according to the population thereof, as ascertained 
by the census of 1800, for the support of public schools, 

SEC, 2. And be it further enacted, That the city of 
Washington, and the city of Georgetown, and county 


{ | of Washington, shall not select, locate, nor hold the 
the duty of the coroner to take possession of all ' 
money and other effects found upon the body of any |: 
person upon whom inquest is held, and to make and | 
record in a book kept by him for that purposca true | 
inventory of the same, and after defraying the costs , 
of the inquest heshall deliver the residue to the heirs : 
or legal representatives of the deceased. Incase there i 
shall not be sufficient money to defray the expenses | 
of thé inquest, the other effects, if any there be, may 
be disposed of at public sale under the direction of || 
the coroner, or so much thereof as may be necessary, ` 


land granted in the first section of this act, nor any 
part thereof; but land scrip shali be issued for the 
same to the city of Washington, the city of George- 
town, and the county of Washington, corresponding 
in quantity and aggregate with the land granted in 
the first section of this act, and to be apportioned as 
in the first section is provided, said scrip to be sold | 
by said cities and county, and assigned by such offi- 
cers and in such manner asthe Secretary of the Inte- ; 
rior may order and prescribe; but mineral lands 
shall not be subject to location by any of said scrip. 
Src..3. And be it further enacted, Thatthe expenses 
of the sale and assignment of such scrip, and the 
investment and management of. the fund realized 
from the sale thereof, shall be paid by the said cities 
of Washington and Goorgetown, and county of Wash- 
ington, so that the entire proceeds shall be applied 
without any diminution whatever to the purposes 
herein mentioned. ; l 
Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That all moneys 
derived from the sale of the scrip hereinbefore pro- 
vided for shall be invested in the stooks of the United 
States yielding not less than five per cent, upon the 
par value thereof; that the moneys so invested shall 
constitutea perpetual fund, the capital of which shall 
remain forever undiminished, and the interest of : 
which shall be inviolably appropriated by said cities | 
and county to the support and maintenanco of pub- | 
lic schools in said cities and county for the education 
of the children in said cities and county between the 
ages of five and seventeen years, to be used in the 
support and maintenance of such schools without 
distinction of color or race of the children attending 
them. f 
SEC. 5. And beit further enacted, That if any portion 
of the fund invested as before provided, or any por- 
tion of the interest thereon, shall by any action or | 
contingency be diminished or lost, itshall be replaced 
y the city or county to which it belongs, so that the 
fund shall remain forever undiminishe 
portion of the fund or the interest shall be applied 


under another state of circumstances. 
are only a few of them out. We have issued 


' this bill with the 


:. We have an abundance of these guns. 
. Point is a very important place. 


April 25, 


toward the purchase of any site for the construction 
of any school-house or building. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That no agricul- 
tural college scrip, and no scrip issued under the pro- 
visions of this act, which shall be and remain in the 
possession of the parties authorized to receive the 
same from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, shall be sold by said parties for less than 


: seventy-five cents per acre for each and every acre, 


SEO. 7. And be tt further enacted, That any portion 


` of the scrip issued to any of the States under the act 

| of Congress approved July 2, 1862, entitled “An act 

: donating publie lands to the several States and Ter- 
h 


ritories which may provide colleges for tho benefit 


| of agricultural and mechanic arts,” may be located 
: by any actual settler upon the public land who may 


be entitled to enter a quarter section of one hundred 


' and sixty acres or any less legal subdivision and 
, received in payment at the proper land office where 
. the tract is situated, atthe rate of $1 25 per acre, 


Sec. 8. And le it further’ enacted, That any settler 
who may have settled under the pretmption laws 


: upon lands raised to $2 50 per acre, in consequence 


of their being included within the limits of any rail- 
road grant, or for any other reason the land is held 
by the Government at $250 per acre, may have the 
right to pay in said college scrip for eighty acres of 
said land by depositing one hundred and sixty acres 
of said scrip; and it shall hereafter be lawful for the 
officers of tho land districts of tho United States to 
receive the said scrip in payment for said land, at 
the hand of any person who by law is entitled to 
pretmption, at the price of $1 25 for each acre of 
scrip tendered in payment. 

Sec.9. And be it further enacted, That the rulesand 
regulations governing the location of military bounty 


: land warranta by pier pers shall apply to the loca- 
; . i . 3 i tion of agricultural college scrip, and to the same 
` a third reading, was read the third time, and | 


` passed. 


to attend such inquest and to assist himin making a | 
post mortem examination, and shall certify his ser- a 


extent, while used by actual settlers; and all fees 
due the land officers for this service shall be the same 
as for military bounty land warrants: Provided, 
That the aggregate amount due any officer of the 
land office shall nat thereby be increased. 

Src. 10, And be it further enacted, That any and 
all agricultural college scrip received from actual 


:; settlers shall be taken at $1 25 per acre for the num- 


ber of acres contained in each piece or parcel of 


: scrip; and if there be still a balance due to the Gov- 
: ernment from any settler for any tract of land, in 
' legal subdivisions, located and settled, that balance 
' may be paid 


in money. Butif the scrip shall over- 
pay for the land located no claim shall exist against 
the United States to pay in money for any such 

alance. l ; ; 

Sxc. 11, And be it further enacted, That all agricul- 
tural college scrip shall hereafter be located only 
under the provisions of this act, and thescrip hereby 
authorized shell be located only inthe same manner. 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall be in force from and after its passage. 

Mr. STEWART. I wish to suggest an 
amendment: that all agricultural college scrip 
and military bounty land warrants shall not be 
received except for payment of preémption. 

Mr. POMEROY. The military bounty land 
warrants are isgued under another law and 


There 


none for service in the last war. [tis only for the 
war of 1812 and the Mexican war that there are 
any out. I think we had better not incumber 
uestion of land warrants. 
` Mr. STEWART, Very well; I will not 
move the amendment. | rae ts of 
Mr. HARLAN. TI think the bill had better 
go over. a OE 
The VICE PRESIDENT.. The bill will be 
passed over. The Secretary will report the 


» next bill on the Calendar. , 


MONUMENT AT WEST POINT, 
The next business on the Calendar was the 


F joint resolution (H. R. No. 122) donating 


captured cannon for the purpose of construct- 
ing a monument at West Point, New York; 


' which was considered as in Committee of the 


Whole. It proposes to direct the Secretary 
of War to deliver to Professor A. E. Church, 
treasurer of the Battle Monument Committee, 
fifty bronze guns captured from the rebels, to 


, be used in the construction of a monument at 
: West Point, New York, in memory of the 


officers and soldiers of the regular Army who 
fell in the late war, and in the ornamentation of 
the grounds around the monument. 
Mr. POMEROY. This seems to be alarge 
number of guns to donate, fifty guns. 
Mr. WILSON. This is for West Point. We 
have already provided for several other pare 
est 


The joint resolution was reported to the 


Ae aud ao | Senate without amendment, ordered to a third 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 


1870. 
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~~ FREEDMEN’S BUREAU.. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 481) to abolish the Freedmen’s Bureau 
and provide for a bureau of education. 
Mr. PATTERSON. 


ver. l 
s The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 
NORTH CAROLINA VOLUNTEERS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(S. No. 520) to amend an act entitled ‘ An act 
to remove the charge of desertion from certain 


| 


Let that be passed | 


soldiers of the second North Carolina mounted | 


infantry,” approved March 26, 1869. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee ot the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill, It proposes to amend the act 
to remove the charge of desertion from certain 
soldiers of the second North Carolina mounted 
infantry, approved March 26, 1869, so as to 
include the following-named soldiers of the 
second North Carolina mounted infantry: com- 
pany A, George W. Biggs; company C, John 
Brooks, Hiram B. Riddle; company D, Henry 
R. Cook, William D. Sexton; company E, 
George W. Hensly, William Loomy, James 


Holland, George Norton, Armstrong Harris; - 


company F, John L. Swaynegame, James L. 
Sentell, John E. Sentell, Thomas M. Stewart, 


William P. Kilpatrick, James L. Evans, Wil- : 


liam W. Hamlin, Robert F. Orr, John Kelly; 
company H, Merritt R. Heatherly, Robert D. 
Walker, Lynch Young. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed forathird | 


reading, read the third time, and passed. ' 
SPRINGFIELD ARMORY LAND. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R, No, 156) authorizing 
‘the sale of certain land at Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts, and for other purposes. : 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joiat resolution. It ptoposes to authorize 
the Seeretary of War to seli to Horate Kibbe, 
of Springfield, Massachusetts, at its full value, 
to be determined by the superintendent and 


paymaster, jointly, of the national armory in : 
Springfield, a small detached piece of land | 


belonging to, but of no use or value to the 


public, lying at. the junction of Federal and | 
Armory streets in Springfield, and containing | 
about forty-three square rods, on the condi- | 
tion that Kibbe shall grant all that portion of | 
the lot lying to the south of the north line of | 
Grant street to the city of Springfield, for use | 
On full payment of ; 


as a public park forever. 
the appraised value and compliance with the 


condition before stated, the Secretary of War | 
is to execute all necessary deeds for the con- | 


veyance of the lot to the purchaser. Ryers 


street, heretofore opened on the public land ` 
at Springfield, Massachusetts, is declared to | 
be a public highway or thoroughfare for gen- | 


eral use. 
_Mr. WILSON. 1 move to amend in the 
sixth line, after the word ‘‘jointly,’’ by insert- 
in a with the approval of the Secretary of 
ar. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS. I move that the Senaté take 
a recess until the Chamber can be warmed. 


It is very cold here to-day. It has not been | 


well watmed this winter, from some cause or 
other. I think the committee that has cogniz- 
ance of the subject onght to look into the 
matter. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate is 
now engaged in the consideration of a bill, and 
the motion foř a recess can only be entertained 
by unanimous consent. 


Mr. POMEROY. I think the notice will || 


be sufficient to notify the officers to have the 
house warmed. 
Mr. DAVIS. 
motion. l : 
Mr. WILSON. I will simply say, without 


Very well; I withdraw the 


taking time, that this bill proposes to selt forty- 
three rods of detached land in the tity of 
Springfield, the Government fixing the price, | 
| with the approval of the Secretary of War. | 
! The gentleman who is to buy this land turns | 
over about two thirds of the forty-three rods 
fora public park. The whole value of the land, 
if sold 
The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate as amended, and the amendment was con- 
curred in. The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the joint resolution to be read 
a third time. The resolution was read the-third 


time, and passed. -- DN 
` GEORGE D. ROBERTS. 


| 
j 


at auction, would not probably be $500. ` 


ting into court now? 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill» 


(S. No. 525) to enable George D. Roberts, of 

. Alameda.county, California, to import certain- 
. machinery free of duty. 

There being no objeetion, the Senate, as.in 


Committee of the Whole, proceeded: to .con- . 


sider the bill. It confers on George 


D. Rob- » 


erts, of Alameda county, California, the right to © 


import, free of duty, one of R. E. Thompson’s 

steam-wagons or traction-engines, with Few- 

ler’s gang plow attached to the same. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


\ reading, read the third time, and passed. 
l BILLS PASSED OVER. 


‘| R. No. 886) forthe reliefof Lawrence L. Merry, 
! collector of internal revenue for the twentieth 
. district of New York. It proposes to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in adjusting the 


` accounts of Lawrence L. Merry, collector of | 
‘ internal revenue for the twentieth district of | 


New York, to credit him with the sum of 
$8,696 73, the amount of revenue stamps 
stolen from the American Express Company’s 
safe and from the post office at Ilion, Herki- 
mer county, New 
9th of October, 1866, and for which amount 


le 


the ‘collector is responsible tothe Treasury of 


. the United States, if it shall still appear that the 
theft of the stamps was without the collusion, 
. privity, or fault of the collector. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that go over. 
` The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The bill will be 
‘ passed over. 


The next bill on the Calendar was. the bill 
S. No. 356) to reform the civil service of the 
| United States. 

‘| Mr. POMEROY. Lobject to its consider- 
i! ation. ae ee 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill willbe 


|| passed over. 
j E. DIEKELMAN. 
{ 


The next business on the Calendar was'the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 144) to enable the 
‘| Court of Claims to hear and determine the 
claim of E. Diekelman, a subject of the king 
The resolution proposes that the 
i. claim of E. Diekelman, a subject of the king 
| of Prussia, for damages for an alleged deten- 
tion of the ship Essex by the military aathor- 
| ities of the United States at New Orleans, in 


| of Prussia. 


|| tothe Courtof Claims for its decision in accord- 

|| ance with the principles of equity and justice, 

|| and to award such damages as may be just in 

|| the premises, if he may be found to be entitled 
| to any damages. “~ : 

i Mr. ROBERTSON. § Tobject.- -> 

| Mr. SUMNER. [hope not. I appeal 


edge of the casc, not to object. . g i 
© Mr. ROBERTSON. - The reason I object is 
| this : I know a great many persons in my State 
who now claim to be subjects of foreign Powers 
‘who never so claimed heretofore, and they 
are now demanding damages for property 
destroyed during the war. o an na 
‘Mr. SUMNER. I would sdy that this is-a 
case which has already attracted a good deal 
of attention abroad, in which a friendly Gov- 
ernment is very much interested, and with 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third ;; 


Thenext billon the Calendar wasthe bill (H. | 


' the month of September, 1862, shall be referred | 


to ; 
|| toy friend, unless he has some particular khowl- | 


regard ‘to which ‘it has addressed: our own Gov- 
ernment especially. The case is recommended 
by the Department of State, has been consid- 
ered in the other House, and been considered 
by the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate ; and unless the Senator has some strong 


| reasons against it I hope he will let it pass. 


Mr. NYE. I would like to make an inquiry. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Iobjecton the ground 
that a great many men who were prominent 
rebels in my State are intending to demand 
pay for their losses. 
Mr. NYE. What prevents this party get- 
Mr. SUMNER. My friend from Nevada 
asks what prevents his getting into court now. 
Because he is a foreign subject, and the object 
of this bill is simply to give him a title to go 
into the Court of Claims. ` ; 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Is the bill objected to? 
‘The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis. 
Mr. ROBERTSON, I withdraw the objec- 
tion. 
Mr: SUMNER, 


ator. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the report be read. 
The Secretary read the following report, 
made by Mr. Suunen, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, on the 22d of February, 


Í am obliged to the Sen- 


1870: 


The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was 
referred the memorial of E. Diekelman, a Prussian 


| subjeet, asking that. he might receive indemnity, or 


ment of the United 


that his claim against the gvern onthe Unite 
e action of the mit- 


States for damages suffered by t 
itary authorities at New Orleans in the year 1862 
might be-referred tothe Court.ot Claims for adjudi- 
cation, beg leave to report: f 

_. That from the memorial and accompanying papers 
it appears that after the taking of New Orleans trom 
the rebels, in 1862, the Presidentof the United States,. 


on the 12th day of May of that year, by proclamation, 


declared that that port was open to commerce, and 


, the Secretary of the Treasury issued rules and regu- 


ii lations in relation to the trade, 
: eles contraband of war. 


ork, on the night of the | 


| 
| 


| 
j 
n 
ji 
i! 
i 

l 
1 
is 


| 


i 
7 
i 


i That the 


prohibiting only arti- 


That on the 29th day of August the Prussian ship 
Essex, owned by the memorialist, arrived at tho port 
of New Orlosna, discharged her carga, and on the 2d 
day of September commenced taking in a cargo of 
outward-bound freight; that her catgo was fully 
completed on the 16th of September; that among hor 
cargo were ten pagkages of bullion, silverplate, coin, 
&c.; that on that day the captain applied for a clear- 
ance, which was refused unless the captain’ woul 
land the ten packages above referred to. . — > 

The captain said he could not do so, as his bills of 
lading had been issued after the packages had been 
taken on board under the supervision of a custom- 
house official, and that without a surrender of the 
receipts he could not be discharged from liability.. 
That on the 2th of September a custom-house offi- 
cer came on board and produced to the captain the 
receipts and bills of lading for two of said packages, 
which were surrendered to him, That on the lst of 
October a sergeant and twa soldiers, accompanied by 
a custom-house officer, came on board and presented 


‘| an.order from the shipper for two other cades. . That 


the captain refused to deliver up. the cases without 
surrender of the billoflading. That the keys of the 
hatches werein possession of a custom-house officer, 
who opened the same, and the packages were taken’ 
out. That on the 6th day of October a custom-house 
offcer came on board and informed the captain that 
the ship would be cleared, and in accordance with 
such notification, on the 7th of October, a clearance 
was issued. That these proceedings were under the 
direction and control of the military authorities of 
the United States then in possession of New Orleans, 
general in command believed, and acted 
upon such belief, that the property contained in said 
ackages was the property of pérsons, citizens of the 
nited States, in open rébellion against the Govern- 
ment; that the articles were contraband of war or 
liable to confiscation. . Lid ote seh 
The ship was detained for nineteen days in the 
manner above stated, and subjected; as alleged, to 
very great lessea, No claim is made for the cases so 
taken, only forthe detention of the ship.. ech 
our committee has made this. brief synopsis of 
the main facts alleged, without any desire or inten- 
tion to express any opinion upon the merits of the - 
controversy or the justice of the claim. It has been 
rejected at the State Department. = ae “3 
The Government of Prussia hay roquested that 
the claim of the memorialist shall repeive a judi- 
cial investigation, claiming that treaty obligations 
between the two countries requite such areference. 
Your committee, believing that: the United States 
are bound in fulfillment, of its obligations to give 
the memorialists a hearing before our own tribunals, 
have unanimously directed me to present the accom- 
panying bill and recommend its passage. 


“Mr. SAWYER. ` I should: like to ask the 
honotable Senator from Massachusetts whether 
this claim is not barred by another consider- 
ation than the ¢itizenship of the claimant, and 
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that ie, the lapse of more 
the close ofthe war... : 

Mr. SUMNER. This is a claim, the Sen- 
ator will understand, of a Prussian subject, | 
piven (os by the Government of Prussia. I | 

now of no statute of limitations that would | 
go against such a claim. : ; 

Mr. SAWYER. That statute of limitations 
goes against our own citizens in the Court of 
Claims. - 


than two years since 


Mr. SUMNER. If it be so, then the Court | 


of Claims will recognize it. The object of this ° 
statute is simply to give the party a right to` 
appear in the Court of Claims. That is all. 
Mr. SAWYER. Precisely; but I should 
like to ask the Senator whether he thinks that . 
it is proper to give a Prussian subject the ben- | 


efitof an extension of the time which we would ;: 


not give to an American citizen. 


Mr. SUMNER. There is no extension what- | 


ever. The claim has never been considered 
there. : 
Mr. SAWYER. Precisely; but it is impos: 
sible for an American citizen to bring a claim 
like this, arising in a State in insurrection, at 
this time on account of more than two years ` 
having elapsed since the close of the war. 


Mr.SUMNER. Does the Senator think that ` 


is applicable to a foreign subject in a case like 
this? I do not think it is. ; 

Mr. SAWYER. I ask the question of the | 
honorable Senator whether he desires to give 
a foreigner a right which does not belong to an 
American citizen, and why we should not in the 
same spirit in which this bill is drawn extend 
the period for an American citizen to have the, 
right of going into the Court of Claims? | 

Mr. SUMNER. The Court of Claims is not | 
open to the Prussian without a special statate. | 

ow, as I had the honor of explaining some : 
days ago, there are but one or two Prussian | 
claims, not enough to justify a treaty on the | 


subject. It is therefore deemed advisable to ` 


authorize the claimants to enter our own Court | 
of Claims and there have them adjudicated ; : 
it is supposed it will be the most economical 
course. It will save a joint commission. 

Mr. SAWYER. I have in my posseséion a 
claim of a Prussian citizen to quite a large 
amount, for property taken by our military | 
authorities after the close of the war, so far asit , 
was flagrantin my State. I am told it cannot 
be heard in the Court of Claims, not because | 
the party is a Prussian citizen, but because of 
the lapse of time. 

Mr. SUMNER. Allow me to ask, has the ; 
case of the Senator ever been presented by the 
Prussian Government? EE 

Mr. SAWYER. Iwent myself to the Prus- , 
sian minister in reference to it, and he said he 
did not think it was of the slightest consequence 
to present it, for he had had no success in the 
State Department in any of these matters. - 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. Then I under- 
stand it is not presented by the Prussian Gov- | 


ernment. The point of the present case is || - 


that it has been presented by the Prussian Gov- 
erument; and the question is whether we will 
provide a remedy. There are two ways of 
doing it. One is by treaty, and the other by 
giving the party an opportunity of going into 
our courts. That is all there is. 

Mr. SAWYER. =I quite agree with the pur- 
pose of the bill, and | am anxious to see it 
pass because I desire to put in a claim in 
behalf of a gentleman in my State in the same 


way. 
Mr. WILLEY. I inquire of the Senator 
from Massachusetts whether this claim had 
not been presented and been pending for some 
time before the State Department before it 
was brought into Congress’? at 
Mr. SUMNER. It was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations by the State 
Department. : 
Mr. WILLEY. It had been pending before 
the State Department for some time-before? _ 
Mr. SUMNER. Itis aclaim that the Prus- 
sian Goyernment has urged for some time; but 


| Mr. CHANDLER. 
‘| our end. 
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the State Department. naturally did not feel 
authorized to decide it; and referred it to Con- 
gress. 
| Mr. WILLEY. 


i this ease; it was originally referred to the : 
; and Í trust the bill will | 
|: pass. I think it is due as a matter of courtesy |. 


, Committee on Claims 


; to a foreign Government. 
Mr. HOWE. I want to say to the Senator 


`: from South Carolina that there is this marked i 
difference between. the ¢ase before us and the ` 


case to which he calls attention: the case to 


which he calls attention arose under our statute : 
for disposing of abandoned cotton, and there 


two years were given by the act for claimants 
tosue. In those cases they have had two years 
in which to come into court. 
barred it is by their own laches. 


come into court. 
if at all, for the first time. 


difference exists. 


i piopi to which I refer was abandoned. 
Mr. HOWE. It was captured, then. 
. Mr. SAWYER. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to ask the 


tions if he is aware that there is a case before 
the Prussian Government where citizens of 
Massachusetts alleged that their trade-marks 
had been stolen and the Prussian Government 
has refused them access to her courts and re- 
fused to enter into treaty negotiations by which 
American trade-marks shall be protected ? 
Mr. SUMNER. 
There may be such a case, but it has not come 
to my attention. : 
Mr. CHANDLER. Such 


one, and it is from citizens of Massachusetts. 
Their trade-marks were stolen, and an inferior 


| article manufactured with the false trade-mark, 
i| and Our citizens were absolutely driven from 
| Some of the West India islands and other mar- ` 


| kets by these counterfeit trade-marks. 


i to the consideration of the joint resolution? 


| Mr. SUMNER. Do not object, but let us ` 


do justice in this case, and then— 
Mr. SUMNER. Letus begin. 


Mr. SUMNER. We have the best end 
when we do justiee ourselves. 

Mr. CHANDLER, . I will not object. 

Mr. STEWART. I want to show a differ- 
ence in treatment toward Prussia and Eng- 
land by my conduct. I hope the Senator will 
not object. x l 
Mr. CHANDLER. The Prussian Govern- 
ment has refused an act of justice to citizens 
of the United States. 


the Court of Claims in every casa where the 
country of the alien permitted our citizens to 
sue their Government in their cóõurts., - If this 
seizure was made, as I rather think it was from 
the report, under any of our statutes relating 
to intercourse with insurrectionary districts, or 
under the captured and-abandoned property 
statute, or any of those statutes connected with 
the carrying on of war, then we have gone just 
as far in favor of this claimant as we ought to 
go.. We have provided that he may sue in the 
Court of Claims just like anybody else, pro- 
vided that-his Government accords to citizens 
of the United States the right to prosecute 
claims. against. that Government in its courts. 
That was the limitation put upon suits by for- 
eigners in the Court of Claims, after a great 
deal of consideration, in the act of 1868. We 


I have some knowledge of | 


If they are now : 
In this case - 
i the claimant never has had an opportunity to ` 
He comes in under this bill, ` 


Mr. SAWYER. It may be possible thatthat ` 


The Senator is misinformed | 
or misunderstands me if he supposes that the | 


It is claimed to have been | 
‘| captured, but was not captured in any proper ': 
| sense of that term. 


chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- |: 


J am not aware of the case. | 
| amendment advisable, I shall make no oppo- 
| 

| 


a case has been ` 
brought’ to my attention, and a very flagrant | 


Mr. POMEROY. Does the Senator object | 


‘| Mr. CHANDLER. I should like ‘to do 
|| Justice. 


I want to take hold of : 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The act of 1868 on the ` 
subject of all seizures of property under the |; 
war statutes provided that aliens might go into |, 
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ought not to go beyond that, as it appears to 
me entirely outside of the Court of Claims, 
If this was an illegal seizure, the Prussian has 
a right to bring his suit, under the Constitu- 
tion, in the circuit court of the United States 
against the officer who made the seizure; and 
if he establishes that the seizure was unfounded, 
he recovers his damages, and the Government 
of course has to pay the officer, if the officer 
was acting under orders. 

I say, then, it does not appear to me that it 
„u is so very clear that this resolution ought to 
pass, even in the shape it is. ILowever, I will 
` move an amendment, in order to test the sense 
ofthe Senate on one question, as to what ‘‘equity 
i and justice’’ mean here, whichis a pretty broad 
rule to lay down for a court; that is, its mere 
discretion of what it thinks is right. I move 
to strike out the words “‘justice and equity,” 
or whatever they are which give discretion to 
- the court, and to insert the word ‘‘ law,’ go 
that it will read that he may sue in the Court 
of Claims and recover if he can make out a 
case which upon the principles of law entitles 
i: him to recover. 
 Mr.SUMNER. The objection to the amend- 
ment is that it will make it necessary for the 
bill to go back to the House of Representa- 
tives, and I doubt whether the result would be 
|! materially different. 
: Mr. EDMUNDS. They will concur in the 
: amendment at once, I presume. 


| 


| 
i Mr. SUMNER. The Prussian Government 
‘have pressed this particular measure very 


strongly, and they complain that we have not 
: shown a willingness to give a Prussian subject 
‘an opportunity of a hearing in our courts of 
justice. That is all they ask, a hearing in our 
courts of justice. If the Senator thinks his 


'| sition to it. I should prefer, however, that he 
would withdraw it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I would were it not for 
the fact that otherwise it leaves a mere discre- 
| tion to the court. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
| the amendment of the Senator from Vermont. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The joint resolution was reported to the 
i Senate as amended, and the amendment was 
; concurred in. 
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, 
i: and the resolution to be read a third time. 
The joint resolution was read the third time, 
i, and passed. 
ALASKA TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT, 


‘| The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
ii (S. No. 576) to establish a territorial govern- 
ment for the Territory of Alaska. 

Mr. WILSON and Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
Let that be passed over. 

Mr. HOWARD. ‘I hope there will be no 
objection to it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Let it be passed 


ver.. i ; 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
| passed over. 


NEBRASKA AND DAKOTA BOUNDARY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (H. 

, R. No. 779) to redefine a portion of the boundary 
|; line between the State of Nebraska and the 
' Territory of Dakota, which was considered as 
/ in Committee of the Whole. It provides that 
so soon as the State of Nebraska, through her 
!| Legislature, has given her consent thereto, the 
center of the main channel of the Missouri river 
|; shall be the boundary line between the State 
_of Nebraska and the Territory of Dakota, be- 
tween the following poiats: commencing at a 
point in the center of the main channel, north 
of the west line of section twenty-four in town- 
, Ship twenty-nine north, of range eight east of 
| thesixth principal meridian, and runningalong 
| the same to a point west of the most northerly 
| portion of fractional section seventeen, of town- 
| ship twenty-nine north, of range nine east of 
said meridian, in the State of Nebraska, asme- 
andered and shown by the plats and surveys 


O 
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ne 


of said sections originally made and now on 
file in the General Land Office. The respect- 
ive jurisdictions of the State and Territory 


named, and of the United States, shall extend | 


to and over all of the territory within their lim» 
its, according to the line herein designated, to 


all intents and purposes as fally and completely `: 
as if no change had taken place in the channel ; 


of the Missouri river. And the Secretary of 
the Interior is authorized and required to cause 


to be made all necessary surveysand meander- ;: 


ings, and to order the transfer of all plats, 
papers, and documents which may be neces- 
sary in the premises. : 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 
GEORGE F. WERBORN. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 139) to enable the 
Court of Claims to hear and determine the 
claim of George F. Werborn, a subject of the 
king of Prussia. . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That I must object to. 
I have no objection to action upon it; but the 
case comes within the precise terms of the act 
of 1868, which we passed applying to subjects 
of all foreign nations alike. if we seized his 
property, cotton in the warehouse at Mobile, 
illegally, he stands precisely on the same 
ground with subjects of other foreign Govern- 
ments, and we cannot go beyond that. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 1 think we ought to pro- 
‘ceed upon some principle in these cases. 

Mr. p 
I- shall object. - 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
gestion. I doubt very much the propriety of 
passing the other bill in relation to Diekleman, 


although at this time that is not debatable; but | 
we have passed a law which provides that the |; 


citizens of Prassia shall have the same rights 


in the United States that our citizens have in || 


the kingdom of Prussia; and if that is not 


satisfactory to foreigners then it seems to me | 


they ought to make some treaty by which their | to open the judgment and to be allowed to de- : 


fend. He put on file his answer of general | 
The court | 


rights will be protected. But I predict that | 
this action to-day in reference to these bills | 


* will open the door to innumerable applications 


on the part of foreigners for admission to the |' byt in the mean time his property had been 


Court of Claims on account of property taken, 
injured, or destroyed during the war. 
open the door to Prussians we must to English- 
men and all sabjects of foreign countries. It 
seems to me these matters ought to be arranged 
by treaty between the United States and Prus- 
sia, or in some other way. . 

“Mr. STEWART. I object. i 
_ Mr. SUMNER. This is clearly distinguish- 
able from the other case, I admit. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection is 

‘made, and the joint resolution will be laid 
over. 


ea 


-OSAGE INDIAN RESERVATION. | 


, The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 586) to provide for the sale and dispo- 
sition of the Great and Little Osage reserva- 
tion in the State of Kansas, to remove the 
Osage Indians to the Indian territory, and for 
other purposes. 
Mr. POMEROY. Thesame bill with another 
number has heen objected to. 
ported from a committee and this is not. 
move that this bill be indefinitely postponed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


COLORADO PROBATE COURTS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


I 


.(H..R. No. 840) amendatory of the organic | 


law of Colorado Territory, and for other pur- 
poses. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill, which had been reported by the 
Committee on Territories with an amendment 


to strike out all after the enacting clause and | 


insert: 
That the organic law of the Territory of Colorado 
be, and the same is hereby, so far amended that an 


OMEROY. If itis going to be debated | 


I wish to make a sug: | 


If we | 


That was re- ; 


appeal shall be allowed from any final order, Shan 
ment, or decree «f any probate court in said Terri- 
tory to the district court of the district within which 
such probate court is held, under such proper regu- 
lations as shall be prescribed by the law of said Ter- 
ritory, and hereafter no writ of error or apperl shall 
| Be allowed from any decision of a probate court di- 
rectly to the supreme court of said Territory. | 

Src. 2. And be tt further enacted, That the Legisla- 
i: tive Assembly of said Territory may, by general 
' incorporation laws, authorize persons to associate 
‘| themselves together as bodies-corporate for charita- 
i ble or educational purposes. 


- The amendment was agreed to. 

‘| “Phe bill was reported to the Senateas amend- 
' ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 
‘The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, 

' and the bill to be read a third time. ; 


| 
i GEORGE W. TARLETON. 
Í (S. No. 582) for the relief of George W. Tarle- 
ton; which was read the second time and 
, considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
‘| The bill is a direction to the Secretary of the 


" Treasury to pay to George W. Tarleton $414 45, | 
‘that being the sum paid under order of the | 
I! district court of the northern district of New | s , e 
! z Å ‘| to land: hich th 

i York to the United States depositary at Buf- | o lands upon which there may be rightful claims 


| falo, as the distributive share of the United 
'| States in the proceeds of the sale of Tarleton’s 
| property, made under a judgment of forfeiture 
pronounced by that court, which judgment was 

| subsequently vacated. X 
The bill was reported to the Senate withont 

| amendment. : 
(| Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the 
| Senator from Indiana who reported the bill 
| to explain in a word, whether this judgment 
_ was vacated by judicial proceedings or by mere 
i, favor. . 
| Mr. PRATT. There were due judicial pro- 
‘| ceedings had in the northern district of New 


|| I believe was in a rebel prison. 
|! there was no notice whatever conveyed ta him 
| ofthose judicial proceedings. As soot as he was 
able to get North he applied at once to the court 


denial to the charge of disloyalty. 
|; heard the proofs and set aside the judgment ; 


sold under the original judgment, and sold at a 
great, sacrifice. This $414 is the result of the 
| distribution ; it is the money in the Treasury 
of the United States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am satisfied in learning 
that the vacation of the judgment was upon 
regular judicial proceedings. 

Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir; 
were before me. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is enough. | 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 


both the records 


BILLS OBJECTED TO. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S.a: No. 560) to incorporate the National Pav- 
ing Company of Washington, District of Co- 
lumbia. - 

Mr. POMEROY. - I do not know. anythin 
about this. I think it had better be passe 
over. -> / a 
.Mr. HOWARD. Let it go over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. . 
` Mr. POMEROY. At the request of the 


i| derstands this bill, I withdraw my objection. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Doesthe Senator 
from Michigan, who also objected, withdraw 
his objection? ses 
Mr. HOWARD. No, sir. 
-The VICE. PRESIDENT. 
will report the next bill. 
| The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 447) to incorporate the Missouri, Kan- 
‘| gas, and Texas Railway Company. 
| Mr. POMEROY. I should like to have this 
iF bill considered, for the reason that parties who 


i - The bill was read the third time, and passed. | 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 


The Secretary | 


are building this road want to consolidate two 
companies. The laborers have got down to the 
State line, and the two companies want to-con- 
solidate. . 

Mr. DRAKE. Let the bill go over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 


CALIFORNIA COLLEGE LANDS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 825) amendatory of an act entitled 
‘¢ An act to further provide for giving effect to 
the various grants of public lands to the State 
of Nevada,” approved June 8, 1868. 

There pong no objeetion, the Senate, as in 


' Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


sider the bill, which proposes to amend the 
fourth section of the act of June 8, 1868, so as 
to read: 


And be tt further enacted, That the lands granted 
to the State of California for the establishment of an 
agricultural college by the act of July 2, 1862, and acts 
amendatory thereto, may be selected by said State 
from any lands within said State subject to preémp- 
tion or sale, in legal subdivisions adjoining by sides, 
in bodies of not less than one hundred and sixty 


| acres: Provided, That this privilege shall not extend 


under the preémption and homestead laws, nor to 
mineral lands: And provided further, That if lands 
be selected as aforesaid, the minimum price of which 
is $2 50 per acre, they shall be taken acre for acre in 
part satisfaction of the grant, and the State of Cali- 
fornia shall pay to the United States the sum of $1 25 
per acre for each acre zo selected, when the same 
shall be patented to the State by the United States: 
Provided further, That where lands sought to bo 
selected for the agricultural college are timbered 
lands and unsurveyed, the proper authorities of the 
State shall file a statement to that effect with the 
register of the United States land office, describing 
the land by township and range, and shall make 
application to the United States surveyor general 


| for a survey of the same, the expenses of tbe survey 


for field work to be paid by the State, provided there 
be no appropriation by Congress for that purpose. 
The United States surveyor general, as soon as pràc- 


pein A i ti le, shall h th id land d 
York, while Mr. Tarleton wasin the South, and |: ticable, shall have the said landg surveyed and the 


At all events | 


township plats returned to the United States land 


office, and lands so surveyed and returned shall for 


: thirty days after the filing of the plats in the United 
: States land office be held exclusively for location for 
‘| the agricultural college; and within said thirty days 
: the proper authorities of the State shall make appli- 

cation to the United States land office for the lands 


Senator from Maine, [Mr. Hamiin,] who.un- |. 


‘within the State of California. 


_ sought to be located by sections and parts of sections: 


Provided, That any rights under the preémption or 
homestead laws acquired prior to the filing of the 


| required statement with the United States register 


shall not be impaired or affected by this act: And 


ii provided further, That such selections shall be made 


in every other respect subject to the conditions, 
restrictions, and limitations contained in the acts 


1 hereby modifed.. ž 


The Committee. on: Publie Lands reported 
the bill with amendments. The first amend- 
ment was to strike out, after the word ‘‘pre- 
emption,’’ in line eleven, the following words: 
‘tor gale, in legal subdivisions adjoining by 
sides in bodies, of not less than one hundred 
and sixty acres,” and in lieu thereof to insert: 

Settlement, entry, sale, or location under any laws 
of the United States, Such selections may be made 
in any legal subdivisions, adjoinining by sides, so ag 
to constitute bodies of not less than one hundred and 
sixty acres; or they may be made in separate sub- 
divisions of forty, eighty, or one hundred and twenty 
acres, respectively. G 

Mr. NYE. I should like to inquire of the 
Senator from California why he puts in the 
provision that the State of California shall pay 
back? Why do you not let them take half the 
number of acres? It seems to me-——— 

Mr. COLE. I have an amendment that will 


: cover that case. 


Mr. CASSERLY. Suppose the Senator 
allows the Secretary to get through with the 
amendments of the committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
onthe amendment that has been read. 

. Mr. HARLAN. Tobject to that amendment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. ‘The Senator from Iowa 
perhaps is not aware that the only effect of the 
amendment is to permit the university to select 
its lands from ‘any lands of the United States 
It does not 
subject any lands to settlement, entry, sale, or 
location which are not now so subject. 

Mr. HARLAN. I may not have understood 


| correctly the reading of the amendment by the 
‘Clerk; but I understood him to read that thig 
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strip might be located on any subdivisions of 
sections, in forty acres or eighty acres. — 

Mr. STEWART. That is it. 

Mr. HARLAN. That is not usual in mak- | 
ing such grants, — > 

Mr. CASSERLY, I do not hear what the 
Senator from Iowa, says. a, 

Mr. HARLAN, The original law, I think, | 
provided for the location in quarter sections. | 

Mr. CASSERLY. Undoubtedly. 


the holder of the scrip to locate in subdivisions | 
of forty or eighty acres. 


| 
Mr. CASSERLY. In the first place I will ; 


remark to the Senator, which may be desirable | | 


information to the rest of the Senate, that we | 
have noagricultural college scrip issued to the ` 
State of California. The lands were granted : 
directly to the State; and the State, in fur- 
therance of its university, recently established, 
grauted the lands direct to the university. 
Now, the object of this bill.is to facilitate the 
location by the university of those lands and 
to further the disposition of them, so that by | 
the location and the disposition of those lands 


the funds of the university shall be increased. | 
properly guarded in that direction I shall not 


Mr. HARLAN. This bill willapply merely 
to the lands claimed by the State of California 
under the agricultural college grant? > 


Mr. COLE. That is all. r 


Mr. CASSERLY. It relates to no other : 
lands. It relates to the one'hundred and fifty | 
thousand acres of land.granted by the United | 
States to the State of California for agricul- 
tural colleges. be ak ge 

Mr. HARLAN. I withdraw my objéction 
tothe amendment. 

Mr. NYE. I desire ‘to inquire whether in | 
fact settlers and the State have not comé in 
collision on that very question, which you seek 
to avoid by allowing less than a quarter sec- 
tion to be entered ? nie onde E 

Mr. CASSERLY. I do not hear the Senator. 

“Mr. NYE. I ask whether the State has not 
located its scrip so as to come in contact with 
actual settlers where this very question is in- 
volved of whether they have a right to take 
less than a quarter section? I ask whether 
there are not cases now pending to that effect? 

Mr, CASSERLY. | There may be some con- 
troversies, but I do not. know of any.. The 
object of that: part of the bill is to put these 
argricultural college lands in the State of Cali- 
fornia upon the some footing as lands subject 
to preémption or homestead... Under one or 
other of these heads lands may be taken up in 
parcels so small as forty acres. That is abso- 
lutely necessary for the better disposition of 
these lands by reason of the peculiar condition 
of the public lands in that State. ‘That condi- 
tion arises: from two causes, one natural and 
theother accidental. The natural cause is that 
California is not a prairie country ; itis a coun- 
try of valleys and: of mountains. . The acci- 
dental cause springs out of the peculiar condi- 
tions of the surveys of that State. We have 
‘three or four, perhaps half-a dozen different 
classes of surveys. One class of surveys con- 
sists of surveys of private Spanish and Mexi- 
can land grants; another classis of school lands. 
A third class is of railroad grants. A fourth | 
class is of swamp and overflowed land grants. 
The result is that all over the State there are 
Tittle pieces, fractions of quarter sections, and 
little odds:and ends of land which are not ace- | 
cording to any of the ordinary divisions of our 
great system of land surveys. . Nevertheless 
these little: pieces are valuable; and it very 
often- happens, as tke memorial of the regents 
of the university which was printed and laid 
upon the desks of Senators shows, that these 
little pieces ean’ be disposed of to good advan- 
tage, provided they can be united with an ad- 
` joining piece so that they will form a parcel 
of forty, or eighty, or one hundred and twenty 
acres; in that way not disturbing the general 


“system Of surveys of the country. 
I sent a copy of the bill, I might state, and 
“the memorial of the regents of the university to 


} 
| 
{ 
i 


i 
j 


the Commissioñer of the General Land Office, 
and received from him a letter which I regret 
I have not at hand now, in which he approves 
of the object of this bill and the details of it. 

Mr. STEWART. I wish to suggest to the 


.| Senator from California that the difficulty I see 
' in the bill is of a.different character altogether. 


Ido not see any objection to their taking up 
land in smaller quantities than one. hundred 


and sixty acres; but the difficulty I see in the 
Mr. HARLAN. This amendment enables '' 


bill, and which I think they will find will occur 


in practice, which I tried to guard against in | 
P : oe 8 ‘| that effect. : 


the Nevada act, to which this is an amend- 


ment, is in requiring the sales to be made to |: 
This proposes to. locate scrip |: 
upon the land, whether it is surveyed or unsur- | 
veyed; and if it is unsurveyed it provides for | 
extending the surveys immediately to it and - 
locating the scrip. The objection I see to it, , 
and which I think might be guarded against, » 


actual settlers. 


is that it affords an opportunity to persons who 


will buy up a large amount of this scrip to ` 


locate it in a large body. For instance, they 


will go and monopolize a whole section of tim- . 
` ber land if they get hold of the scrip. If, how- © 


ever, the Senator from California thinks it is 


' interfere. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to have the 
attention of the honorable Senator from Cal- 


ifornia [Mr. CassERty] for a moment to the | 
reason he assigns for locating in small quan- | 


tities. It is on thatvery account that heretofore 


|in these grants in smaller quantities than Grate enjoys and no other corporation in the 
quartersections. It enables parties who havea | 


i} right to locate to intersperse their selections : 


of land so as to pick out the more valuable 
parts of the land and to render the residue 


undesirableto settlers. A purchaset or selector | 
under this provision might pick out four forty- |: 
acre tracts from a section and so locate them in 


that section as to leave the residue undesirable 
for farms. I know that is not the honorable 
Senator’s intention. He intends that they 
shall be permitted to select odd ‘forty and 
eighty acres that may have been passed around 
by other selectors or purchasers of land; but 
this bill would enable the corporation, or who- 
ever locates this land, to render large bodies 


of land almost worthless to settlers by taking . 


little scraps of forty acres and scattering them 
around all through the surface of desirable 
tracts. 
consent to have that provision stricken out, as 
J have no doubt there is enough land in Cal- 


ifornia to satisfy the requirements of the grant ‘: 


without violating the principle that has been 
observed heretofote on this subject. ` ` 


Mr. COLE.. There is just the difficulty; the 


; regents of the university find difficulty in ob- 


taining good land on which tolocate for the ben- 
efit of the university the scrip that is allowed 
in the apportionment to the university. This 
is for the purpose of allowing them to locate it 


on lands that are otherwise reserved, or lands | 


that are not even surveyed, so that they may 


get lands that aré of some value; and:will-not |; 


therefore be compelled to take lands which 


have been neglected or refused by everybody | 


else. 


the regents of the university to locate lands 
that are of value in order that the insti- 
tution might be properly endowed. If there is 
any advantage to be given to’any parties in the 


‘location of lands it certainly ought to be given 


to an institution like that which this bill is to 
benefit—the university of our State. I under- 
stand that to be the main object of it. 

Mr. HARLAN. Iwill not insist on opposi- 
tion to the amendment. It is a matter for the 


“Senators themselves. Theinjury will aecrne to 


their own citizens if any should grow out of it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on. agreeing to the amendment. 
Mr. CASSERLY. The whole grant is only 
one hundred and fifty thousand acres. The 
object of this bill is to enable the university to 


I think, on the whole, he had better ' 


I know there has been a great ‘deal of |! 
complaint of the want of ability on the part of | 


deal with it to the best advantage. I have no 
idea that the gentlemen who are at the head of 
that institution will permit any abuse to be 
made of this bill under any circumstances 
whatever. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line twenty- 

| nine, after the word ‘‘unsurveyed,”’ to strike 

out ‘‘timbered lands and;”’ so as to read: 
That where lands sought to bé selected for the 


agricultural college are unsurveyed the proper 
authorities of the State shall file a statement to 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line thirty-seven 
before the word ‘‘lands’’ to insert the word 
t said.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE. I move an amendment sug- 
gested by the Senator from Nevada, [Nr. Nyg,] 
to strike out after the word ‘‘granted,’’ in line 
twenty-four, all of that line and lines twenty- 
five, twenty-six, and twenty-seven, which will 
allow tke location of lands upon the even sec. 
tions of railroad grants, for example, acre for 
acre. It will be of some advantage to the uni- 
versity to have the bill passed in the shape it 


` will be if this amendment is allowed, and I 


hope no member will object to it. It will be 
of great advantage to the university. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I have no objection to 
the amendment if the Senate has none. 


Congress has objected to the location of lands | Mrs WIGITAMS. -T think shat ii giving the 


; State of California a privilege which no other 


| United States. I do not see any particular 
reason why California should have a privilege 
| which no other State has. 

Mr. COLE. Senators object, and I shall 
not press the amendment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, as 
: amended, and the amendments were concurred 


in. The bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
l! a third reading, was read the third time, and 
k passed. 


BILLS OBJECTED TO. 


' The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
; (S. No. 571) concerning notaries, public for the. 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. HOWE, That had better go over. 
| _The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill-will. be 
|| passed over. os 
| The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
ii (8. No. 819) to extend the time for presenting 
': claims for.additional bounties, | 
: Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that go over. 

i Mr. WILSON. I hope the Senator from 
Vermont will withdraw. the objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will not vote to extend 
time for any further bounties whatever under 
|. any possible. circumstances that I can now 
| understand. 
| The VICE. PRESIDENT. | The bill will be 
| passed over, — 7 
:.. The:next business on the Calendar was the 
, joint resolution (S. R.. No. 125) concerning 


| colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the 
mechanic arts, the pending question being on 
| the passage of the resolution. i. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Let it be 
| passed over. Asche oa WM tie. ode S 

|. The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint rešo- 
i: lution will be passed over, 
HARRIET: R. CLINTON. 


| _ The next'bill on the Calendar was the bill 

ce R. No. 887) for the relief of Harriet R. 
|| Clinton; which was considered as in Commit- 
, tee of the Whole. By itsterms the Paymaster 
General of the Army is to pay to Harriet R. 
Clinton, widow of Charles W. Clinton, late 
second lieutenant of the first regiment of Wis- 
|, consin cavalry, out of any money appropriated 
' for the use of the pay department, the sum of 
' $724 for military service of her husband from 
: the 1st of October, 1863, to the 29th of March, 
| 1864, he having died in the field without having 
H been mustered into the United States service. 


j 


1870. ee 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Letus hear the report in 
that case read. are 
The Secretary read the following report, 


made by Mr., ABROTT, from the Committee on | 


Military Affairs, on the Ist of March; 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom were 
referred the memorial and evidence of Harriet R. 
Clinton, widow of Charles W. (C 1 
of the first regiment Wisconsin cavalry, having con- 
sidered the same, made the following report: | - 

The claimant's late husband, Charles W, Clinton, 
was appointed and commissioned by the Goyernor 
of the 


pany K, in the first regiment of cavalry, on the lst 


them for traveling xpwises, suéh Californias and 
| Nevada, volunteers as were discharged in New Mex- 


i| ico, Arizona, or Utah, and at points distant from 


i places of enlistment, as haye been paid to the troops 
of other States similarly situated. ; 
„It seems that Congress has hitherto relieved men 


similarly situated to the petitioners; and it scems 


Clinton, late lieutenant | 


State of Wisconsin second lieutenant of com- ` 


of October, 1863, and was immediately ordered on . 


uiting service, first at Broadhead and afterward 
te Monroe, in said State, at which stations he enlisted 
forty recruits previous to the 25th of January,1864. His 
own company then numbered eighty-four men, and 
he was ordered to join it at Murfreesborough, in the 
State of Tennessee. He immediately started for Mur- 
treeshorough to join his regiment and to be mustered 
into the United States service, but on his route was 
taken sick with typhoid fever or typhus pneumonia. 
Hesuccoeded. however, in reaching Murfreesborough 
with but little delay, where he was taken to the 
Stanton Hospital for volunteers, and lingered until 
the 20th of March, 1864, when he died, without hav- 
ing been mustered into the United States service and 
without being paid for his services. 

The claimant asks an appropriation for the amount 
of pay of a second lieutenant of cavalry from the 
asto of her husband’s commission to the time of his 

eath. 

In the opinion of the committee this is a case of 
equity, although it does not come within the tech- 
nical provision of law. The evidence is that this 
offcer was faithful in the performance of duty and 
was only prevented from being mustered into the 
United States service in consequence of hig delay, 
under orders as recruiting officer and of-his sickness. 

The committee therefore recommend that his 
widow, Harriet: R. Clinton, be paid a sum equal to 
the pay and emoluments of the said Clinton for the 
time during which he actually performed service. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


BILLS PASSED OVER. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 145) for the relief 
of William R. Retherford and George Kains, 
of the first Michigan cavalry volunteers. 

Thejoint resolution, which was read, provides 
for the payment by the Secretary of War, out 
of any money appropriated for the pay of the 
Army, to William H. Retherford, of $325, de- 
ducting therefrom the amount paid to him for 
commutation for travel and subsistence when 
mustered out; and to George Kains- of the 


same sum, or so much thereof as the distance |! 


traveled from Denver City, Colorado, to the 
place of his enrollment bears to the distance 
trom Camp Douglas, Utah, to his place of 
enrollment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear ‘the report 
in that ease.. : 
-. The: Secretary read the following: report 
made by Mr. ABBOTT, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, on the Ist of March: > 

The Committee on Mili Affairs, to whom were 
referred the petitions of William H. Retherford and 
George Kains, for travel pay while in the military 


service, having considered the same, submit the fol- 
lowing report: 


It appears that George Kains was a private of i 


Captain George H. Kilborn’s company G, first Mich- 
igan cavalry volunteers, was enrolled on the 1st day 
of October; 1862, tò servé three years, and was mus- 
tered out at Denyer 
expiration of service. 7 o: ; 

t further appears that William H. Retherford 
was a sergeant in contpany L, first Michigan veteran 
cavalry volunteers, enlisted on the 2lst December, 
1865, and was discharged by reason of excess of con- 
solidation of regiment, at Camp Douglas, Utah Ter- 
ritory, near. Salt Lake City, and that he paid for 
transportation $337 16, for transportation home. 

The transportation of these men to their homes 
was very oppressive end burdensome. - ee 

, By the tenth section of the act of July 28, 1866, an 
act tomake appropriations for ‘civil expenses and 
other purposes forthe year 1866, money was appro- 
priated to pay $325 travel pay each to the members 
of the first Michigan cavalry discharged in Utah 
during the year 1866, deducting only such commnta- 
tion for travel pay and subsistence from the place 
of discharge to the place of enrollment as was paid 
‘them on their dischatge. The two soldiers afore- 
said were not paid this travel pay of $325, because 
they were discharged in 1865 and before the year 


On the 8d of March, 1867, by the seventh section 
of the set making appropriations for.the Army, the 
‘aymaster of the Army was authorized to pay, un- 
der such regulations as the Secretary of War shall 
prescribe, in addition to the amount received by 


City, Colorado, by reason of | 


i 


4 


to be but an act of justico to place these men upon 
: the same footing as the first Michigan cavalry dis- 
charged in 1866, and the volunteers of California and 
Nevada. Your committee therefore recommend 
- the adoption of the accompanying joint resolution. 


‘Mr. EDMUNDS. I-should like to ask my 
friend from North Catolina [Mr. Assorr] how 
it could have cost these ‘men $325 apiece to 


go from Salt Lake City to Michigan? Is that | 
. the usual price of transportation for passen- | 


gers? ; 

Mr. ABBOTT. I did not examine that mat- 
ter, but I suppose it is the regular rate of 
‘travel. This puts these men just where they 
' would be, as I understand it, if they had been 
' mustered out after the act of 1866 took effect. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The mien who were mus- ` 
tered out as they ought to have been would | 
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» Mz. RAMSEY. Certainly we can. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill has been 
objected to, and will be passed over. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 975) to dedicate the. public agri- 
cultural lands in the State.of California to home- 
stead and preémption purposes, 

Mr. POMEROY. | That will be debated. I 
think it had better be passed over. 

Mr, CASSERLY. Does the Senator from 


`. Kansas object to its-consideration ? 


` Mr. POMEROY. I do not object, but it 
will be debated. There are several amend- 
ments to be offered. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Of course if the Senator 


|| presses the objection, the bill will have to go 


have been furnished with transportation by | 
‘the Government; they would not have been | 


l given money to go home with. 


over. : 


Mr. COLE. Ithinkitean be amended with- 


, out much difficulty, and -passed. 


The thing | 


that staggers me is the idea that $325 wasthe | 
. necessary cost of transportation of a private | 


- soldier from Salt Lake City to Michigan. 
Mr. ABBOTT. If do not think it is 
| out of the way for that time. —- 
| Mr. NYE. 
applies to two persons. ~; 
Mr. EDMU DS. Three hundred and twen- 
ty-five dollars apiece. nee 
| Mr. NYE. I understand: that it is a fact 


| that transportation was quite high; but I want | 


| to inform the Senator from North Carolina 


;, who reported this bill that there is a fall regi- 
li ment of Californians and almost a regiment 


and a half of men from Nevada that were 


| Denver to Salt Lake City. I hope if there is 
, a bill to be passed at all it will be so framed 


i; as to cover those cases, as they, were fully as 
| flagrant as this, 


Mr. COLE. I observe that the report. sets 
forth facts which apply eqyally to quite a num- 
ber of persons who were discharged in New 
Mexico, in Texas, and in Colorada, all of whom 
| are equally entitled to compensation with the 


very much that the bill was not-made a. general 


| one to apply to all alike, because the merits of 


| one case are equal to those of another... .. 

|. Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, and:, Mr: 
POMEROY. _ Let the bill go overs. =. 
. The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill wiil be 
passed: over. The Secretary will report the 
next bill. 


| The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 

(H. R. No. 1258).to regulate the salaries of 
| chief justices and associate justices in the 
| ‘Territories. sor Say : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that go over. It is 
a House bill and we.can.take it up at another 
time. : . : 

Mr. STEWART. I think it ought to pass.: 

Mr. SUMNER. Why not act on it now? 


Mr. STEWART, - The aggregate amount is 
not any greater than at present. It equalizes 
salaries. . oe eee 

The VICEPRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Vermont persist in the objection? ` ` 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ` I persist iù it. Ch des 

> The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 124) granting lands in the State of 
Minnesota. to aid in constructing a railroad 
from‘ Lake Superior. to Vermilion. Lake, in 
said State. gk See to gaye cle 

The bill was read. Pia EN 
- : Mr. EDMUNDS, : This will lead to discus- 
.sion evidently.. I think it had better go over. 
| TheVICEPRESIDENT. The bill will be 
: passed over. l 
- Mr. THAYER. 
| out talking ? 


two persong mentioned in the bill; and I regret | 


N 
i 


` Mr. TRUMBULL. . Itequalizes the salaries. | 


Can we not vote on it with- | 


much i 
I understand this’ resolution | (H. R. No. 888) for the relief of Joseph Har- 


Mr. EDMUNDS. . Let it go over. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will not object if the 
Senate will not debate it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I object. 

Mr. POMEROY. I only object to debate 
upon it. ` 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. | Í 
' _ JOSEPH HARMON. 


The next bill on.the Calendar was the bill 


mon. 

There bejng ‘no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeđed tocon- 
sider the bill. It proposes to allow Joseph 
Harmon, late captain of the fifth regiment of 
Indiana volunteer cavalry, the pay of a captain 
of cavalry in the volunteer service from the 


: 20th day of July, 1864, to the 6th day of April, 
:; 1865, deducting the amount paid him as ser- 


t in th i A 
mustered out at Salt Lake City, and it cost i; genot Or covery in tiat regiment 


| them as much to get home as it did to get from |: 


Mr. EDMUNDS and Mr. FERRY called for 
the reading of the report; and the Secretary 
read the following report made by Mr. ABBOTT, 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, on 
the 3d of March, 1870: 

The Committee on_ Military. Affairs, to whom was 
referred bill H. R. No. 888, entitled an act for the 


reliefof Josepb Harmon, make the following report: 
The facts asserted in this case are, without excep- 


| tion, sustained by records.. affidavits, and vouchers. 


oseph Harmon was mustered into service in the 
fifth Indiana cavalry, August 30, 1862. He received 
a commission as captain of company F of said regi- 
ment from Governor Morton, then Governor of that 
State, July 20, 1864, and at once entered upon duty 
as such, and served until July 31, 1864, when he was 


|: Captured by the enemy and remained a prisoner until 


November 30, 1864, when he was paroled. He applied 
atonce for muster, but was refused on the ground 
that he could not be mustered until returned to duty. 
He was regularly exchanged April 5, 1865, the date 
of the muster commencing at the date of his return- 
ing to duty, being April 6, 1865. During all this 
period of eight months and thirteen days he had 

eld a commission as captain, and had acted as 
such, but not having been mustered, had been borne 
on the rolls of his company as sergeant. g 

The committee recommend that he be paid the 
difference between the pay of a first sergeant and a 
captain for the period in question. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


. WILLIAM A. SCOTT. 


The next bill on the Calendar was tlie ‘bill 
(H. R. No, 1100) for the relief of William A. 


| Scott, late first lieutenant, company F, four- 
|; teenth regiment Illinois volunteers. 


The Secretary read the bill, which directs 
the Paymaster General of the United States to 
pay to William A. Scott, late first lieutenant 
of company F, fourteenth regiment Ilinois 


| volunteers, full payas such first lieutenant dur- 


ing the time he shall prove to the satisfaction 
of the Department that he actually served in 
D apani and for which he has never 
received pay. 

Mr. FERRY. I think that had better go 
oyer. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I hope the Senator will not 
object. I call for the reading of the report in 
the case. me 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Sen- 
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ator from Connecticut allow the report to: be 


read? 
Mr. FERRY. 


3 L have no objection to the 
report being read. i 


The Secretary read the following report, sub- || 
mitted by Mr. ABBOTT, from the Committee | 


on Military Affairs, on the 3d of March:: - 

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the case of William A. Scott, make the fol- 
lowing report: 


commissioned first lieutenant of company F, four- 


| 


'! ined that case thoroughly, and if we 


IDE he ont i! man for having his revenue stamps stolen that | 
That the said Scott was, on the 26th of June, 1861, ‘| an hag made out a case: 


| 


teenth Illinois cavalry; that on the 24th of October | 


following be was detailed by Brigadier General J. M. 


staff, a period of a little more than nine monthsy 
that in the mean time another officer was promoted 
to first lieutenant of company F, and was afterward 
recognized by the War Department: and that finally 
on February 11, 1887, by order of the War Depart- 
ment, Lieutenant Scott was honorably discharged as 
first licutenant of company F in said regiment., He 
was paid to December 31, 1861, but he serveg until 
7 uly 8, 1862, as shown by the certificate of General 
almer. 


The committee recommend that the balance due ` 


him be paid. . 


Mr. ABBOTT. It is a perfectly plain ‘case. 
Mr. FERRY. F withdraw the objection. 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to » third reading, read | 


the third time, and passed. 
BILLS OBJECTED TO. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 


(S. No. 128) for the relief of Mrs. Jane North- 
ridge. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. From something that has 
been said to me I think I ought to object to | 


that bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed || 


over. : 
ALFRED E. BROOKS. 


“The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
H. R. No. 272) for the relief of Alfred E. 
rooks, postmaster at Ilion, New York. > 
Mr. RAMSEY. There is a report accom- 
panying that bill, a House report. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will read the bill if there be no objection. 
The Secretary read the bill. : 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That had better go over. 
Mr. FENTON. No; it is right. 
` Mr. COLE. It only confers discretion upon 


the Postmaster General to settle the account. | 


I do not think there can be any objection to 
it. Itis a small amount. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a re- 


from which this hill originated in the House, : 


and the report will be read. 


The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred | 


the memorial and evidence of Alfred E. Brooks, 
postmaster at Ilion, Herkimer county, New 
aving had the same under consideration, report: 


That on the 9thday of December, 1566, theclaimant , 


deposited for safety in the safe of the American Ex- 
press Company, in the town of Ilion, whose office 
was kept in the same building and in the room with 
the post office, the sum of fifty-five dollars, public 
money of the Post Office Department, and $1,121 17 
in postage stamps of the Post Office Department, the 


whole amount of which was lost the same night by | 


burglary and theft, Theclaimant being responsible 
in his accounts with theSixth Auditor of the Treasury 


for this sum, now asks to be indemnified for thesame | 


by special act of Congress. m 
The committee having thoroughly examined the 


subject of the loss in connection with that of the j; 


collector of internal revenue for the twentieth dis- 
trict of New York for loss of revenue stamps, are 
of opinion that there was neither negligence nor 
want of proper care in the conduct of his office or 
the preservation of the public property on the part 
of the claimant, and that he is therefore entitled to 
the relief prayed for. - 
pans committee therefore report the accompanyin 
ill. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg to inquire whether 
the bill No. 252 in the order of business was 
not passed over, involving the same question? 

The VICEPRESIDENT. The bill No. 252 
in the order of business is House bill No. 886, 
for the relief of Lawrence L. Merry, collectoc 


of internal revenue for the twentieth district 
ot New York. i 


ork, | 
‘| coupons attached from and including that of July » z ; ie Ca a 
in belonging to the United States; in which it 


: Mr. EDMUNDS. My inquiry was whether 
that bill was not passed over. ` i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. i 
over. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let this be passed over | 
also, so that we may settle the two together. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not think either of | 
them ought to be passed over. Ihave exam- : 


y any. 


That was passed 


Mr. FENTON. Lappeal tothe Senator from | 


Palmer as acting assistant adjutant general on his |: Vermont to withdraw his objection in both r 


cases, and let them pass. 


more than the money which is named in these | 
bills. I think itis the worst possible policy : 
for ua, except in cases of the utmost extremity, ` 
to grant relief in such cases at all. 


| theft, and all sorts of dishonesty. Postinasters » 
and internal revenue officers ought to be told . 


i ae ; ‘| that iti d l spon- 
There being no objection, the bill was con- || that they are positively and absolutely respon 


|| the ‘Treasury to issue new bonds, one for 


to the Government that they must pay and, 
take their chances of misfortunes. If they | 
do not like that they can retire from the public | 
service. | 
I only think it right, after having made this uni- ; 


It en- |. 
© courages negligence; it encourages fraud and © 
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ii $1,000 bond, and five of the $100 bonds of a M 


versal protest against this sort of thing, that | 


the two cases should be considered together: | 
so this bill had better go over with the other. ` 


This course.does not dispose of it adversely at | 


all. ; i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator.from | 
Vermont objects, and the bill will be passed 
over. a 
MARY A. COOLIDGE. . 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
3 No. 346) for the relief of Mary A. Cool- 
idge. ' ; j 

There béing no objection, the Senate, as in | 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to eon- 
sider the bill: It authorizes the Secretary -of 


$1,000, and nine for $100 each, with coupéns 
attached, from-and including that of-Jaly 1, 
1864, to Mary A. Coolidge, of Augusta; Maine, | 
in place of her coupon bonds of a like amount | 
destroyed by fire; but before issuing the new 
bonds the Secretary of the Treasury is to | 
require a sufficient bond of indemnity secur- 


port from the House Committee of Claims, i ing- the Government against the presentation | 


of the bonds alleged to be destroyed. 


The Committee on Claims reported the bill - : ig 
| wi nent: ; ; ~ tives, by Mr. CLıntoN Luovp, its Chief Clerk 
The Secretary read the report, as follows: || with an amendment, to strike out after the | ’ ’ ’ 


word ‘‘issue’’ in the 


: 


fourth line the following 


New bonds, one for $1,000, nine for $100 each, with i 


1, 1864, to Mary A. Coolidge, of Augusta, Maine, in | 
piace of her coupon bondsof a like amount destroyed 
y fire. : 
And to insert iti lien thereof: | 


Four new bonds, for. 1o each, with 
tached from and including the coupons of Jaly 1, 
1964, to: Mary A. Coolidge, of Augusta, Maine, in lieu 
of her five-twenty coupon bonds of.a like amount, 
‘of the second series, and numbered 45489, 45490, 45491, 
and 45492, respectively, destroyed by fire. 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 


_ Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report 
in this case. . - a Oi eS 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary | 
cannot at this moment find the report. ` 
“Mr. EDMUNDS. Then let the bill be 
passed over. © by Fal 
Mr. HOWE. I think the report must be 
with the papers. The amount involved is very | 
small, and the proofs before the committee | 


were ey plain. : i 
ICE PRESIDENT. If there be no | 


The 


-objection, the bill will be passed over, and when 
| 


the report shall be found, be again taken up. 

Mr. COLE. I see that the bill provides for | 
the issue of new bonds. It may be that the | 
plates of those bonds have been destroyed, and | 
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it may be impossible, without great expense, to 
supply the new bonds. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is not 
objected to, but it will be passed over until the 
report can be found. 

Mr. COLE. I think the better way would 
be to pay the money out and out. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
has now found the report and it will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report sub- 
mitted by Mr. Howe, from the Committee on 
Claims, on the 4th of March last: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 


i| bill S. No. 346, for the relief of Mary A. Coolidge, 
‘ Mr. EDMUNDS. No; my friend will ex- | 
` cuse me; and my reason isthis: thisisaques- ;; 
tion, in my opinion, involving a great deal | 


submit this their report: . n 

This claim is for the payment or reissue of five- 
twenty nonds to the amount of $1,900, which the 
claimant testifies were destroyed by fire on the 30th 
day of June, 1864 . 

She states in her affidavit. that she had nine bonds 


© of the denomination of $100 each, and one of the 


denomination of $1,000, with other securities, Jocked 
up in a small trunk, and deposited in the wardrobe 
of her room, also locked, at her boarding-huuse, 
where she had boarded several years, in the city of 
Augusta, Maine, and which was burned on that day 
with ita contents, . 

She shows when and how the bonds were pur- 


i ) p : | chased, but had no memoranda or personal kpowl- 
sible, just as a banker is, for the public funds | i 


_intrusted to them; and that they owe a debt 


edge of their numbers or series. She purchase the 
r. Dun- 
ning, of Bangor Maine, through Hon. S. P. Strick- 
land, who testify to the fact butcannot identify them. 

The other four of the $100 bonds were purchased of 


| Mr. William T. Johnson, of Augusta, in June, 1863, 


But I do not rise to discuss it now. | who describes them in his affid 


avit as of the second 
series, and numbered 45489, 45890, 45891, and 45892, 
respectively. . ; ot . 

The circumstances of the fire are given with much 
particularity by several witnesses, and the high char- 
acter of the claimant is well established. ` 

The corroborative testimony of the dostruction of 
tho bonds, added to the claimant’s afidavit, and the 
fact that no coupons from such as are identified have 
appeared at the Treasury Department singe the al- 
leged destruction, justify, in the opinion of your 
committee, the issue of bonds in lieu of those iden- 
tified, upon the claimant furnishing asufficient secur- 
ity against the reappearance of the originals. 

Thecommitteereport the bill back with an amend- 
ent and recommend that it be;sọ amended and 
passed... 


Mr. CORBETT. Did I understand from the 
reading of the report that there have been no 
abe ie of those bonds presented since the 

re? - M maa E U iI E chs 

Mr. HOWE. Yes, sir. Be © a 

Mr. CORBETT. And there is no way of 
ascertaining the numbers, to, know whether 
coupons were presented of those bonds or not? 

The bill was reported to the Senateasamend- 
ed, and the. amendment was concurred in.. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. <i e 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSK. | 


A message from the House of Re resenta- 


announced that the House had passed a joint 
words: resolution (H. R; No. 178) to enable the Sec- 
7 -retary of the Treasury to collect wrecked and 


abandoued property, derelict claims, and dues 


requested the concurrence of the Senate. 
. BNROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
The message. further announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled 


bill (H. R. No. 271) for the relief of Colonel 
Samuel W. Price, of the twenty-first Kentucky 


-volunteers ; and it was thereupon signed by the 
“Vice President. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED, 


The jointresolution (H. R. No. 173) to enable 
the Secretary of the Treasury to collect wrecked 


‘and abandoned property, derelict claims, an 


dues belonging to the United States was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 


| on Finance. ~ 


REPEAL OF TEST~OATH. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 801) for the repeal of certain laws 
therein named. 

The Secretary read the bill, which proposes 
to repeal an act entitled “An act to prescribe 
an oath of office, and for other purposes,” ap- 


proved July 2, 1862, and all parts of other acts 


1870. 


requiring the taking or administration of the 
oath prescribed in the act of July 2, 1862. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that go over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwill be passed 
over. 
EXEMPTION OF DISTRICT CHURCH PROPERTY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 617) to exempt certain church prop- 
erty in the District of Columbia from taxation. 

The Secretary read the bill, which provides 
that church property in the District of Colam- 
bia, which is owned and used by any church |; 


as a parsonage or residence for the minister i 
or pastor in charge of the same, shall be |! 
exempt from taxation, and shall be considered |i 
in the same light as houses of public worship. {| 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I think that had better |! 
ie over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


if 


] 
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make the salary $2,500 per annum with the 
fees and emoloments in addition apparently. 

Mr. SPENCER. [think not. So. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The collector of the dis- 
trict. of Vermont has his salary fixed at $1,000, 
and the customs that he receives amount to 
millions of dollars in the course of a year. I 
do not know why the salary at this particalar 
port should be increased in this way. > 

Mr. SPENCER. My recollection is that 
this fixes the salary positively at $2,500 per 
annum, and no more. There was a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury approving 
the resolation which ought to be with the 
papers, and if it is not it is in the committee- 


om. 

Mr. CORBETT. My understanding is that 
the law as it stands, as read by the Senator 
from Vermont, fixes the salary at $1,000 and 
fees; but with those fees it does not amount to 


Oregon objects, and the bill will be passed | $2,500, and the object of this resolution is to 


over. 


TREATY WITH CHEROKEE NATION. j: 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(5. No. 631) to provide for carrying into effect | 
provisions of a treaty concluded between the ; 


Jnited States and the Cherokee nation of ` 


Indians July 19, 1866. 
Mr. NYE. Let that bill go over. | 
The V ICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. 
CUSTOMS COLLECTOR AT WILMINGTON. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 133) concerning the 
pay of customs officers in North Carolina. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. It 
provides that the act of the 25th of February, 
1867, entitled ‘‘An act relative to collection 
districts in North Carolina,” shall not be con- 
strued as repealing the act of the 27th of 
March, 1804, entitled ‘‘An act relative to the 
compensation of certain officers of the cus- 
toms,” and so forth. 

Mr. POMEROY. I should like to have 
some Senator explain this resolution. 

Mr. CORBETT. AsIremember it, this res- 
vlution fixes the salary at $2,500. The sum 
now received does not amount to that. This. 
officer has a good deal of local business to 
attend to, and from the representation made 
in the case by the Senator from North Car- 
olina [Mr. ABBOTT] we concluded to fix the 
salary at $2,500. I believe that is what this 
resolution does. 

Mr. SPENCER. _Irecollect this resolution. 
It was introduced by the Senator from North 
Carolina, [Mr. ABBOTT, ] referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and by the Committee 
on Commerce submitted to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who recommended its passage. 
The object of it is to fix the salary of the col- 
lector of customs at Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina, at $2,500. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
receive now ? : 

Mr. SPENCER. Under a late ruling he 
can only receive about fourteen huadred dol- 
lars, if my memory serves me right. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not think the words 
“and so forth’’ ought to be-in a law of this 
kind. Ishould like to havethose words stricken 
out. They are rather peculiar. , 

Mr. SPENCER. Ihave already stated that 
this joint resolution was sent to the Secretary 
of the Treasury and met his approval. 

. Mr. CORBETT. I have no objection to 
striking out the words ‘‘and so forth.” ` 

The VICE PRESIDENT. They will be 
stricken out, if there be no objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The act of 1867 which 
readjusted the districts in North Carolina—I 
have it before me—contains this clause : 


“And the collector of said district shall reside at 
the ort of entry thereof, and shall be appointed by 
the President, by and with the consentof the Senate, 
and receive a salary at the rate of $1,000 per annum 
in addition to tho fees of office: Provided, That such 
compensation shall in no case exceed the sum of 

per annum.” 


Now, the result of this joint resolation is to 


How much does he 


tt 


| exceed $2,500. 


' fix the salary at $2,500. 


‘be $2,600, and then we shall know what it 
: means? 


i proviso providing that the salary shall not 


Mr. SHERMAN. Ishonuldlike to look into 
the law referred to before this resolution passes. 
Mr. POMEROY. I object to it. a 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Kansas objects, and the joint resolution 
will be passed over. 3 
WILLIAM H. OLIVER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
S: No. 624) granting a pension to William H, 
iver. 


the second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary of 
the Interior to place the name of William H. 
Oliver, late a private in company A, fifth regi- 
ment Tennessee volunteers, upon the pension- 
roll of the United States at the rate of eight 
dollars per month from the 9th of June, 1862. 

Mr. COLE. Is there a report in that case ? 
If there is I should like to hear it read. 

The. VICE PRESIDENT. There does not 
appear to be any record of a report on. the 
Calendar. 


case ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No written report. It.is 
the ordinary case of a pensioner whose case 
does notcome within the proof strictly required 
by the Pension Office. The committee looked 
at it and were satisfied that the Pension Office 
had made a mistake, and reported accordingly. 
As this gentleman, like all other pensioners, is 
not from Vermont—our people get their living 
in another way up there—if any Senator wishes 
to object to the bill, I shall agree to let it go 
over with great complacency. 

The bill was reported to the Senate. without 


third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ADRIAN S. LEE. ri 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
a No. 625) granting á pension to Adrian S. 

ee; which was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Adrian S. Lee, late captain’s 
orderly in the United States ship Potomac, 
upon the pension-roll of the United States at 
the rate of eight dòllars per month. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Let us hear the report 
in that case. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There is only an- oral 


the report in this case, or some statement 


of it. i ; 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will state with the great- 
est pleasure, as I remember the circumstances. 
This man was on board a ship and got injared, 
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and the Pension Office rejected his claim upon 
the ground that he could not furnish the tech- 
nical proof that they required from the records 
that the injury he received was while he was 
in the line of his duty. While he wason hoard 
the ship and letting down a cannon—I am very 
sure that was the case—his leg was crushed. 
The committee thought, as we think in all 
such cases, that ifa man gets injured while he 
is on the field of battle or on board ship in the 
regular service the burden of proof is not upon 
him affirmatively to prove that he could pos- 
sibly have avoided the bullet or the danger. 
That is all there is in this case. 

Mr. CHANDLER. | I think, according to 
the ruling of the committee, we might as well 
pass a genéral law that everybody who faila to 
furnish the proof required shall have a pension 
_ granted him. The committee furnish us no 
evidence that this man’s disability occurred in 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Why does it-not say that? , 
: Why not say that the salary of the officershall | 


Mr. CORBETT. I have no objection to a 


There being no objection, the bill was read | 


Mr. RAMSEY. Is there no report in the | 


amendment, ordered to be, engrossed. for a | 


gi : | 
Ir. FENTON. I should be glad to hear 


i: the line of his duty, but say that inasmuch as 
l: he could not find any proof it was better for 
the committee to recommend that he should 
have à pension. It is a very dangerous prece- 
dent. hope no such bill as this will pass 
‘| without a written report and good reason and 
good evidence given. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not know that it 
li ought to pass without a written report, or at 
i all. That is a matter of entire indifference to 
il me. My friend from Michigan has mistaken 
|, the facts entirely. We do not propose to give 
|| anybody a pension who fails to farnish proof ; 
|| but we do propose to assume that where a man 
| receives an injary when he is performing a 
| public service on board a ship of war or on 
| the field of battle it is proof, until it is dis- 
|} proved, that he is acting in the line of his duty, 
i and that he would not have received the in- 
jury if he had not been there. That is this 
case. If my friend wants the papers read, I 
have them here and they can be read. _ 

Mr. FENTON. I wish to inquire of the 
Senator how the facts that he states, except 
as they are recorded in the Congressional 
Globe, form a part of the public records, so 
that Congress hereafter may have the benefit 
of this intimation which he now kindly sug- 
gests, or a precedent, or a guide in the future? 
There should be some rule in granting special 
relief as well as in granting relief under gen- 
eral laws. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is in theory quite 
true; but the Committee on Pensions have 
had more than two hundred applications of 
this description for small pensions, small sums 
of money, with voluminous papers which we 
have beén obliged to wade through one by 
one. It may be that we have done injustice 
in rejecting about nineteen twentieths of them, 
| as we felt obliged to do. In the number we 
had to report, with the labor upon us, we felt 
justified, when all the papers and the written 
proofs were on file in the Pension Office show- 
ing whgt the case was, in reporting some of 
these cases that were small ones with an oral 
report. Perhaps it is the fault of the commit- 
tee. Ido not either justify or defend it. The 
i Senate can do as it likes. - ` 
|| Mr. NYE. I should like to ask the Senator 
| whether the business of the Committee on Pen- 
sions is not principally to determine upon cases 
which for want of technical proof the Depart- 
ment cannot allow? . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is, some of these 
cases. 3 D 

Mr. NYE. In such cases the applicants are 
generally deserving persons, and. { think the 
opinion of the committee ought to be taken as 
the guide of this body. 

Mr. CHANDLER. ‘But what F object to is 
| that they do not give us any information. 


Mr. NYE. Oh, you do not object at all. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Now, in granting Army 
pensions—— a 


Mr. NYE. There are-poor men and women 
suffering for the want of these pensions, and yet 
my friend is quibbling about a written report. 

Mr. CHANDLER. No; but how do we 
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know the facts? The committee furnish. us 
no evidence that this man may not have been 
diseased before he entered the Navy. There 
is no evidence that such a man ever lived; but 
we are told it is presumptive-evidence because 
he has brought in this cluim, and that it is for 
the Government to prove that he was not 
wounded in the line of his duty or injured in 


the line of his duty, As I am informed at the | 
Pension Office, the great trouble with Army ;. 


pensions ìs to ascertain whether the disease 


` mittee on 


was contracted or the wound was actually in: © 
flicted after enlistment or before the enlistment 


of the man. I should like the Committee on 
Pensions to inform us whether they have in- 


| Senate to appropriate a dollar to anybody 
ʻi unless we have 


vestigated that fact in this case, and are ready 


to state, that they know that this man received 
this injury, while he was in the service and not 


efore. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We are not ready to state 
that we know it, because we were not present. 

We are only ready to state that we examine 
with the utmost care the evidence, and felt 


: accuracy of which you have the responsibility 
‘of the committee. The number of. cases on 


constrained to believe thoroughly, all of us, ': 
' we onght to take the opinion of the committee 
= and that that should be a guide to the Senate, 
_ he certainly will not insist that that should be 


that the case did come fully up 
required, | z 

Mr. HOWE. What was the fact? Was he 
in the naval service? i 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


to the proof 


H Phe? est 
He was in the naval ser- 


| the rule with regard to every committee. 


vice, and nobody disputes it. We get.tke rec- i 
ords from the. Pension Office in every case. | 
We do not pass a single case without sending | 
to the Pension Office and the War Department, | 


and the Navy Department if it is. å. naval pen- 
sion, to get.all the papers—firat, to demonstrate 
that the man was in the service in the regular 
way ; second, that something happened to him, 
after he was in the service, inthe line of his duty. 


In this instance, as in all these. other cases | 
where we report favorably, it all appearg from | 


the evidence before us, record and otherwise, 
It may be that the committee have been remiss, 
and if go, it.is my fault (because most of these 
oral reports, and I do not know butall of them, 
are mine) in not making.a written statement 
of the facts we find; but as itis the conclusion 
upon a great mass of proof in most of the cases, 
it would only amount to saying, unless we set 
out all the proof which would be merely to copy 
the affidavits and records from the Department, 
what we say by reporting. the bill, that. the 
committee, on the whole, think the caseis made 
out, Iadmitin cases that contain large appro- 
pristions peshaps the committee ought not to 


e trusted that, far, and. perhaps it ought not || 


to'be trusted that far now ; but if there. be any 
fault.about it, it is my own: individual. fault, 
because an account.of the pressure on us, in 
order to give everybody a hearing, I had not 
the time to make written reports in these caseg, 
which the committee thought, on consideration, 
were satisfactory. Pe ean. weed iat 
Mr. COLE.. I should like to inguire of the 
chairman whether the injary in this case oc- 
curred. during, battle or while the. ship was on 
a peaceful cruisé? .. I know there js a discrim- 
ination in reference. to soldiers, . Those who 
are injured in battle receive pensions, while 
those To are injured, përhaps.on a march or 
in camp, do-not receiyg pensions...» . : 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That isan entire mistake. 
The law makes no such.distinction. ee. 
_- Mr. COLE. I understood the chairman of 
the committee to lay down as. arule, that. they 
granted pensions only for injuries in battle or 
in service. 
. Mr. EDMUNDS... I said ‘‘im the sprviee.’”’ 
_ Mr. COLE. Suppose it wasin camp... 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The law declares that any 
soldier or sailor who receives injury or dis- 
ability while in: the. line’ of his: duty shall be 
entitled to a ponen E a aS 
Mr. COLE. This is within the same rule 
then, I have no doubts © °°. 

r. I only wish to say that-I.do 
think a written report in these cases is neces- 
gary. The country should see upon what prin- 
ciplethese special pensions are granted, inorder 
that we may be. saved from. the discontent of 


: This rule will not do. | 
| facts-on wHi¢h each caké rests just -as-well in 


g 
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those whose claims are denied.. I take it for | that a report should be made in cases of thig 


granted that the Committee on Pensions do 
not give pensions to everybody who claims 
them. . Unless there is a written report all that 
our records show is that.one person getsa pen: | 
sion and that another does not.. There is no | 
reason assigned on, the record. why the one | 
receives a. special pension and the other is 

denied. l : a 
. Ido not pretend that the action of the Com- 
laims is a model for. everybody to 
follow; but.I can say for the Committee on 
Claims that I believe we have never asked the 


resented the facts on which | 
the claim rested in a written report, for the | 
the Calendar of that committee is almost three 
hundred at the present time. — 


I certainly shall not vate against this bill, 


|, because I believe the Committee on Pensions 


is a very careful committee; but when the 
Senator from Nevada, for instance, says that | 


He 
certainly will not take the opinion of the Com- 
mittee on Claims on the Sue Murphey case, as 
my friend from Rhode Island [Mr. Axtuoxx] 
reminds me. yes a 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Nor of the 
Post Office Committee on the frankimg priv- | 


ilege. ; o. ; 
Mr. HOWE. Nor on the franking privilege. || 


writing from one committee as another. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 
corroboration of what the Senator from Wis- | 
consin has just said. Ido think there should 
be a written report accompanying every case 5 
at least those reported upon affirmatively. I 
know long years ago I was a member. of the 
Committee on Pensions, and I am certain that 
no favorable report was ever made while I was | 
a member of that committee which was not | 
accompanied by a written report; and my im- | 
pression is that in a very large majority of the 
cases of adverse reports, those reports were 
in writing. 


determine the cases. 
Now, sir, I have not a doubt, that every 


| one of these pension cases on our Calendar js | 


jast and proper, from my knowledge of the | 
men whoconstitute the committee, and I should .; 
be almost willing to vote them blind.’ I do 
think therd is a want’ of respect for the doings | 


kind, ; 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
| third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


i SARAH E. STUBBS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


| (S. No. 626) granting a pension to Sarah E. 
. Stubbs; which was read the second time, and 
' considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
"i directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
| the name of Sarah I. Stubbs, mother of Mar- 
| tin D. Stubbs, late a private in company G, 

' eleventh regiment Iowa volunteers, upon the 


pension-roll of the United States, at the rate 


of eight dollars per month, commencing Jan- 
‘wary 10, 1870, subject to the limitations of the 
: pension laws. 


- The bill was reported to the Senate without 


' amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ABEL S. CHASE, 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


| (S. No- 627) granting a pension to Abel S. 
. Chase; which was read the second time, and 


We should have the |: 


> The next bill 
I wish to add one wordin i 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Abel S. Chase, late a private in 


the twenty-fourth battery, Indiana artillery, 


upon the pension-roll of the United States, at 


`. the rate of eight dollars per month, from the 
i 11th day of January, 1864, 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
CLARK HALL. : 


on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 628) granting a pension to Clark Hall ; 
which was-read the, second time, and consid- 
ered’ as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 


"| the Secretary of the Interior to place the name 
: of Clark Hall, late a member of Captain Wil- 
| liam Gregory’s company, attached to the fourth 


regiment Virginia volunteers in the war of 
1812, upon the pension-roll of the United States, 
at the rate ‘of eight dollars per month, from 
the date of the passage of the act. ` 


i Mr. WILLIAMS. I should'‘like to hear the 
| bill read again. Is it proposed. 
' Jt becomes necessary that you |; 
may get the point upon which the committee || 


to pension a 
soldier of thè war of 1812? . o 
The Secretary again read the bill. — 

‘Mr. WILLIAMS. I believe we have time 


i and again decided not to pay pensions to the 


of committees here,’ which we ‘do not quite | 
appreciate: among odrselves. A’ committee | 
which examines a subject carefully finds itself | 


too often vexed by meeting u‘meré technical 
objectron of some 
and who has got alittle fine rule that he’ has 
discovered with ‘4 political microscope, and 


who wants to turn over the whole fundamental |. 


principle upon which the case rests. 


I think | 


we owe it to ourselves, all of ns, to have alittle } 
less of that kind of feeling and action than we |: 


have had-here ;.and we shall respect our com: © 
mittees more, and respect each other a great | 
deal more, when we get rid of these superfine | 
technicalities that have neither justice nar com- | 
mon sense in them, in my judgment... si 


- Mr, FENTON. The Senator from. Maine . 
has touched the point which I.had in my mind, | 
but I shall be pardoned for ‘saying that I.was | 
connected with the Committee on Pensions in 
the House of Representatives for four years 
two, years at the head of that committee, and ` 
I have no recollection of a bill being reported : 
by that committee to the House—that may not |; 
bea rulato the Senate—without a report always | 
accompanying the bill setting forth upon what : 
ounds the bill was reported or the claim was |) 


founded, and I think this discussion has dis- | 
closed. the fact, if nothing else was wanted, |: 


soldiers of the war of 1812, i 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We have always paid 
pensions to the soldiers of the war of 1812 for 


| disabilities, bul-we have decided not to pay 


pénsions to those not disabled. ' 

“Mr. WILLIAMS. I know there have been 
bills pending and rejected time and again to 
pension those soldiers. If this is on account 


À apes | of some disability it may be within the rule. 
pa eman who jumps up, , 


‘Mr. EDMUNDS. This is on account of 
disabilities which the papers prove, and I can 


į explain it in five minutes if Senators wish. 


Mr. HOWE. Incurred in that service? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWE. . I should like to know. what 
the evidence of that is. 
' Mr. SHERMAN. The papers show it clearly 
enough. I remember that I presented the 
petition in this. case. The party was a soldier 
in the war of 1812. The disability is very 


| clearly proven. This very bill passed the Sen- 


ate once before, but did not pass the House of 
Representatives for want of time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ican explain to the Sen- 
ate, at any length if that is desired, the entire 


ase. . . 
Mr. POMEROY... It is not desired. 
Mr.' WILLIAMS. I do not care to object; 

but I wish that equal justice should be done to 

all the men who were soldiers in the war of 

1812. J know we have rejected bills to pay 

those soldiers pensions, and I did not know 

what the particular circumstances of this case 
were to take it out of the general rule. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator will pardon 
me, and I wish to apologize to the Senaté 


onco more. We adopted this course as to some © 


of these bills: on account of the great number 
of them they had either to be rejected and left 
over entirely, or I must be permitted, with the 
amount of work I had in hand, to make these 
reports and then apes the testimony if 
necessary. I shall take it to be the pleasure 
of the Senate hereafter that pension cases shall 
wait until we can have time to make a written 
report in each case. I will explain this case 
if it is desired. ; 

Mr. POMEROY. It is not desired, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Just state what the dis- 
ability was. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have all the papers 
from the Pension Otice, and can state the 
facts. 
faction. ‘‘ While doing guard duty on or near 
the Cross Roads in Virginia, on or about the 
lst of July, 1814, on account of the night 
being very dark, he stepped into a ditch which 
caused him to fali, the consequence of which 
was that he broke the bone of his right arm 
near the shoulder. Said broken arm has pre- 
vented him from the use of the same to a great 
extent ever since, and he was otherwise dis- 
abled while in the said service and in the line 
of duty aforesaid.” And then be goes on to 
describe how he got hurt again by slipping on 
the ground in the damp, lying on the picket 
line. This is proved by the papers from the 


The case was proved to our entire satis- _ 


a bill that we passed last winter, 
: been thoronghly examined. 


War Department, and from the Pension Office | 


I believe also where he applied, by the ecap- 
tain of his company, by his fellow-soldiers, and 
by his attending physician. The old gentle- 
man was proud, and as long as he couid live 
on his own exertions, notwithstanding this dis- 
ability, he did not call upon the Government. 


When he fell into want and distress, having . 
been clearly entitled all the time, he applied ` 


fora pension. We were satisfied that the proof 
showed that he was disabled in the service of 
his country, and that he therefore came within 
the very letter of the law which pays to sol- 
diers of the war of 1812 pensions for disabil- 
ities. The bills we have reported against have 
been bills to pay a general pension as a mere 


heard something in regard to it, and he desired | 
it to be passed over. | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iwill state to the Sena- | 
tor from New York that it is a matter I have | 
noconnection with; buta brother Senator, who 
was going out, informed me that there were 
objections to it and wished me to suggest that 
it be passed over. That having been stated to 
me, I felt it to be my duty to say so. 

Mr. FENTON. I supposed it came from 
the Committee on Pensions; but I find that it 
did not. 


NORTHERN FRONTIER COMMERCE. 


The next bill on the Caléndar was the bill 
(S. No. 618) to regulate the foreign and coast- 
ing trade on the northern, northeastern, and 
northwestern frontiers of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I shonld like to ask my 
friend from Michigan if there is a written re- 
port in that case? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 


read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will read the biil first. 

Mr. POMEROY. If this bill is going to give 
rise to debate—— 

Mr. SUMNER and others. No; it will not. 
Mr. CHANDLER. This is word for word 


and it has 


Mr. NYE. A bill of about sixty-nine sec- 
tions? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Oh, no; not that many. 
Mr. POMEROY. I will reserve my objec- 
tion. Unless it is debated I will not object. 
Mr. CHANDLER. It is identically the 
same bill that we passed at the last session. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider : 
the bill, which was read at length. 
Mr. NYE 


the whole subject of commerce on the frontier. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill has 
been reported in full. 


. that is the report. ' 
The bill was reported to the Senate without - 


act of bounty, of generosity, of gratitude to | 


people who came home from the war as well 
as they went in, and got their bounty land and 
their pay besides. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. When does this pension | 


commence ? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. It commences from the | 


passage of the bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without ; 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for athird i 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JOSEPH FIEDLER.” 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 


(8. No. 629) granting» a pension to Joseph 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Joseph Fiedler, late sergeant major 
of Thieleman's battalion of IHinois cavalry, 
upon the pension-roll of the United States, at 
the rate of eight dollars per month, from the 13th 
of November, 1865. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third |’ 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MRS. JANE NORTHRIDGE. 


Mr. FENTON. I ask my friend from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Epmunps] if he will not withdraw 


been read. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not a pension 


case. 

Mr. FENTON. It isa bill reported from 
the Committee on Military Affairs by the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina, [Mr. Ansorr. ] 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill was not : 


reported in full. The Senator from Vermont 
said, when he heard the title of it, that he had 
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: reading, read the third time, and passed. 


Fiedler ; which was read the second time, and | #PProved. 


; first business in order will be the call of the 


l 


his objection to the bill (S. No. 128) for tho l 1833) to protect homesteads in the District of | 


relief of Mrs. Jane Northridge. The bill has ` time, referred to the Committee for the District 


: the liability of ship-owners, and for other pur- | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that the Senate 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. TE hanna, in the county of Monroe, vis Dowlings 


Mownpay, April 25, 1870. 


The House metattwelveo’clock m. Prayer | 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and | 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 


States and Territories, beginning with the State | 
of Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint | 
resolutions for reference to their appropriate | 
committees, and not to be brought back by | 
motions to reconsider. Under this call memo- | 
rials and resolutions of State and territorial | 
Legislatures are in order. 


HOMESTEADS IN THE DISTRICT. 
Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


Columbia; which was read a first and second . 


of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
LIABILITY OF SHIP-OWNERS. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER introduced a bill | 
(H. R. No. 1834) in addition to an act limiting | 
poses; which was read a first and second time, | 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


The Chair supposes | 


I should like to hear it - 


MARY H. ALLING. 


Mr. KELLOGG introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1835) granting a pension to Mary H. 
Ailing; which was read a first and secord 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions., 

FAIRFIELD PORT OF ENTRY. 

Mr. BARNUM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1836) to change the port of entry of the district 
of Fairfield, State of Connecticut, and the com- 
pensation of the collector of said district ; which 


. was read a first and second time, and referred 


to the Committee on Commerce. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. WHEELER introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1837) granting land to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad and telegraph line from Co- 
lumbia river to Great Salt Lake; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered 
to be printed. 

J. L. LAY AND W. W. WOOD. 

Mr. BENNETT introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1838) for the relief of John L. Lay and 
William W. Wood; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

COMMISSIONERS IN BANKRUPTCY. 


Mr. O'NEILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1839) vesting the powers of commissioners ap- 


: pointed by courts of the United States in regis- 
: ters in bankruptcy ; which was read a first and 


I desire to know if there is a | 
‘ report in this case? Here is a bill changing 


| 
| 


second time, referred to the Committee om 
Revision of the Laws of the United States, and 


‘| ordered to be printed. 


SILVER COIN. 


Mr. MERCUR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1840) changing the standard weights of silver 


;, coins, limiting the amount to be issued, and 


for other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered 
to be printed. 


ENSIGN BENJAMIN 8. RICHARDS. — 


Mr. MERCUR also introduced a joint reso- 
lation (H. R. No. 259) to restore Ensign Ben- 
jamin S. Richards to his proper place in the 
United States Navy; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. . 


NEW POST ROUTE. 


Mr. VAN AUKEN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1841) to establish a post road from Toby- 


and Whitesells, to South Sterling, in the county 
of Wayne, State of Pennsylvania; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

MARY C. RENO. 


Mr. GILFELLAN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1842) to place the nameof Mary C. Reno, 
widow of Major General Jesse L. Reno, on the 
pension-list at the rate of fifty dollars per 


, Month; which was read a first and second 


time, and reterred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 


NEW POST ROUTE. 

Mr. STONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1843) to establish a post road in Calvert county 
Maryland ; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

HIRAM L. GRANT. A i 

Mr. HEATON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1844) relieving Hiram L. Grant; which was 
read afirst and secondtime, and referred tothe 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.. 

ALABAMA AND CHATTANOOGA RAILROAD. 

Mr. BUCK introduced abill (H. R. No. 1845) 
to grant the right of way to the Alabama and 
Chattanooga Railroad Company to the Pacific 
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coast; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road, and ordered to be printed. 

SELMA AND FERNANDINA RAILROAD. 

Mr. BUCKLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1846) granting public lands in alternate sec- 
tions to the State of Alabama to aid in the con- 
struction of the Selma and Fernandina rail- 
road; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee onthe Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. HEFLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1847) to remove the political disabilities of 
certain persons therein named in the States of 


Alabama and Georgia; which was read a first ` 


and second time, and referred to the select |; 


Committee on Reconstruction. 
CONTRACTS FOR SLAVES, ETC. 


Mr. HAYS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1848) to declare null and void all contracts for 
the hire or purchase of slaves ; which was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Com- | 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be | 


printed. 
MISSISSIPPI LAND GRANT. 


Mr. McKEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


1849) to revive and continue in force the pro- 


visions of an act granting public lands in alter- | 
nate sections to the State of Mississippi to aid | 
in the construction of railroads, and for other | 
purposes, approved August 11, 1856; which | 


was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
THE NATIONAL ROAD. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, presented reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of the State of Ohio 
asking for the passage of a law by Congress 
for the surrender of the national road to the 
counties in which it is located; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


POST ROUTE IN OHIO. 
Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill 


(H. R. No. 1850) to establish a post road in 


the State of Ohio; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


. ANNULMENT OF A LAW. 


, Mr. AMBLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1851) to annul a portion of a certain statute of 
the Territory of New Mexico; which was read 
a first and second time. 

Mr. AMBLER moved that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary.. 


Mr. CULLOM moved, as gn amendment, | 


that it be referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill 
wus referred ta the Committee on the Terri- 
tories. a ee 

PAYMASTERS’ ACCOUNTS. 


_ Mr. ADAMS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1852) amendatory of the act entitled “An act 
to facilitate the settlement of paymasters’ ac- 
counts,’’ approved March 16, 1868; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

RELIEF OF ARMY OFFICERS. 

_ Mr. ADAMS also introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 260) construing the joint res- 
olution of Congress approved July 26, 1866, 
for the relief of certain Army officers; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

POST ROUTE IN KENTUCKY. | 
Mr. SWEENEY introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1853) to establish a post route in Kentucky ; 
which was read a first and second: time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. ; 

; ACCOUNTS OF SOUTHERN RAILROADS. 

~ Mr. ARNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
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between southern railroad corporations and 
the United States Government, and the collec- 
tion of balances due from said corporations; 
which was read a firstand second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. HAWKINS introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1855) for the removal of the disabilities `; 


1854) to provide for the settlement of accounts 
| 
| 


which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the select Committee on Recon- |; 
struction. 

Mr. STOKES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1856) for the relief of certain citizens of the 
State of Tennessee from the political disabili- ' 
ties imposed by the provisions of the four- : 


' teenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
' United States; which was read a first and sec- 


-of the Mississippi river from the mouth of the 


ond time, and referred to the select Committee i 
on Reconstruction. | 
MARIA SHEPHERD. | 

Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
1857) for the relief of Maria Shepherd; which | 
was read a first and second time, and referred -| 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ' 

REDUCTION OF TAXATION. ; 

Mr. JUDD introduced a bill (H. R. No. ' 
1858) to reduce and lighten the burdens of | 
taxation; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be | 
printed. i! 

AMERICAN AND HOLLAND TELEGRAPH. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, stating that he did so || 
by request, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1859) 
to charter the American and Holland Ocean 
Cable Company; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

REVISION OF POSTAL LAWS. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1860) to revise, consolidate, and 
amend the statutes relating to the Post Office 
Department; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Rouds, and ordered to be 
printed. 


JAMES FUGATE: 


Mr. WELLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1861) granting a pension to James Fugate, a | 
soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a |; 
first and second time, and referred tathe Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions and War of 
1812. 


SURVEY OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Mr. WELLS also introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 261) providing for the survey 


Missouri to the mouth of the Maramec; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 2 


LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 


Mr. ROGERS introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
1862) to authorize the issue of patents for cer- 
tain lands in the State of Arkansas; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 


J. 8. JORDAN, . 


Mr. ROGERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1868) for the payment of the claim of J. 
S. Jordan for services rendered in the taking | 
of the eighth census; which was read a first | 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- |: 
tee of Claims. j 

APPLETON STEVENS. 

Mr. STRICKLAND introduced a joint res- || 
olution (H. R. No. 262) directing the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue 
a patent to Appleton Stevens; which was read 


| { 


a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 


April 25, 


J. R. HITCHCOCK AND B. F. BECKWITH. 


* Mr. STRICKLAND also introduced a joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 263) directing the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issne 
a patent to Joseph R. Hitchcock and Benjamin 
F. Beckwith; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 
ALBERT MILLER. 


Mr. STRICKLAND also introduced a joint 


‘imposed by the fourteenth amendment to the _ resolution (H. R. No. 264) directing the Com- 


: Constitution upon the persons therein named; ` missioner of the General Land Office to issue 


a patent to Albert Miller; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

A.C. AND D. B. RORISON. 

Mr. STRICKLAND also introduced a joint 
resolution (H. R.:No. 265) directing the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue 
a patent to Alexander C. Rorison and David 
B. Rorison ; which was read afirst and second 


` time, and referred to the Committee on the 


Public Lands. 
ONTONAGON AND WISCONSIN RAILROAD. 
Mr. STRICKLAND also introduced a bill 


(H. R. No. 1864) to revive a grant of land to 
the State of Michigan to aid in the construc- 


‘ tion of a railroad from Ontonagon to the Wis- 
i consin State line; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 


COMMERCE BETWEEN STATES. 


Mr. CONNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1865) to regulate the trade and commerce 


| between the several States and ‘Territories of 
' the United States; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. CLARK, of Texas, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1866) to relieve certain persons, 
citizens of Texas, therein named, from the 
legal and political disabilities imposed by the 
fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the select Committee on Reconstruc- 
tion, and ordered to be printed. 


SETTLERS IN IOWA. 


Mr. POMEROY introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1867) for the relief of certain settlers in 
the State of Iowa; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 


DES MOINES RIVER LANDS. 


Mr. POMEROY also presented a joint res- 
olution of the Legislature of lowa, concerning 
settlers upon the Des Moines river lands; 
which was referred to. the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

. Mr. POMEROY also presented the message 
of the Governor of Iowa to the Legislature of 

that State, concerning the settlers upon the 
Des Moines river lands ; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

: POST ROAD IN IOWA. 

Mr. POMEROY also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1868) to establish a certain post road 
in Iowa; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

PRINTING. 

Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1869) to repeal section seven of an act enti- 
tled “An act making appropriations for sundry 
civil expenses of the Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1868, approved March 2, 1867, 
and for other purposes;’’ which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

; MAIL ROUTES. IN IOWA, 

Mr. PALMER also presented a joint resolu- 


| tion of the Legislature of Iowa, in favor of the 
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establishment of certain mail routes; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be © 


printed. 
LAND-GRANT RAILROAD IN IOWA. 

Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa, presented a joint 
resolution of the Legislature of the State of 
Towa, praying for a grant of lands by Congress 
to aid in the construction of a railroad therein 
named; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS, 

Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa, also presented ajoint 
resolution of the Legislature of the State of 
lowa in reference to the Fox and Wisconain 
rivers; which was referred to the Committee 
ou Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


POST ROUTES IN WISCONSIN. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1870) to establish certain post 
routes in the State of Wisconsin; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

REDUCTION OF TAXATION, 


Mr. SARGENT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1871) for the relief of the people of the United 
States by reducing taxation therein ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 


LAND-GRANT RAILROAD IN MINNESOTA. 


;, and ordered to be printed. 


Niobrara river, to Fort Berthold, Dakota Ter- 
ritory ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 


OREGON BRANCH PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. FITCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1877) granting lands to aid in the construction 
of a railroad and telegraph line from Portland 
to Astoria and McMinnville, in the State of 
Oregon; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

POST ROUTES IN COLORADO TERRITORY. 


Mr. BRADFORD introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1878) to establish certain post routes in 
Colorado Territory; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Oflice and Post Roads. 

DAKOTA POST ROUTES. . 

Mr. SPINK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1879) to establish a post route from Le Mars, 
in the State of Iowa, to Yancton, in the Ter- 
ritory of Dakota; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT OF MONTANA, ETC. 


Mr. CAVANAUGH introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1880) to repeal section two of an act 


i entitled ‘‘ An act to establish the collection dis- 


_ trict of Port Huron, the collection district of 


i Michigan, thecollection district of Montana and 
‘| Idaho, and to change the name of the collection | 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, introduced a . 


bill (H. R. No. 1872) granting lands in the 
State of Minnesota for constructing a railroad 


from Lake Superior to Vermilion Lake; which . 


was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on the Public Lands,and ordered ` 


to be printed. 
CLAIMS OF LOYAL WEST VIRGINIANS. 


Mr. WITCHER introduced a joint resolution | 


H. R. No. 266) relative to claims of loyal West 


irginiana; which was read a first and second ` 


time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- ;; Territories for bills and resolutions having 


ciary, and ordered to be printed. 
INDIAN TREATIES. 


Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas, introduced a bill ' 


(B. R. No. 1873) to carry into effect the treaties | 
between the United States and the Choctaw ' 
and Chickasaw, Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee || 


nations of Indians, A.D. 1866, for the establish- | to submit the following resolution, already hav- . 


ment of an international council and general | 


government among said nations; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Territories, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I bave been requested to introduce this bill by 
the Cherokee delegation, and to ask its refer- 
ence to the Committee on the Territories. 


responsible for what the bill contains. 
OREGON BRANCI OF PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. FITCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. : 


i: the customs receipts of the Government for the next 
‘i fiscal year at $185,000,000, 


1874) granting lands to aid in the construction 


U 
desire to say that I do not wish to be held | 


of the Oregon Branch Pacific railroad, and to ` 


aid in the construction of a railroad and tele- ; 
h line from Portland to Astoria and | 
inoville, in the State of Oregon; which | 
was read a first and second time, referred to | 


fie 


the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 
BOUNDARIES OF LAND DISTRICTS. 


Mr. TAFFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1875) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 


to change the boundaries of land districts; || 
which was read a first and second time, and || 


referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
OMAHA AND NORTIIWESTERN RAILROAD. 
Mr. TAFFE algo introdaced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1876) to aid in’ the construction of the 
Omaha and Northwestern railroad and tele- 
graph line from Omaha, via the mouth of 


district of Penobscot ;’’ which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 
INDIAN TITLES. 
Mr. CAVANAUGH also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1881) to extinguish Indian titles 


i; to certain portions of the Territories of Mon- 
; tana and Idaho; which was read ao first and ` 


second time. and referred to the Committee | 
on Indian Affairs. 


CALL FOR RESOLUTIONS. i 
The SPEAKER. The call of States and | 


been concluded, the States will now be called | 
North Carolina, where the call rested on Mon- 


PAYMENT OF LOYAL CITIZENS. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I ask unanimous consent ` 


ing offered one under this call: 
Resolved, That the honor and good faith of the 


; Government are bound to the payment of Joyal 


citizens of the South for property of every deecrip- 
tion taken from them for the use of the Army, Navy, 
or Government. 


Mr. ALLISON. I object to the gentleman 
offering two resolutions under this call. 
TARIFF, 


Mr. AYER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, on which he demanded the previous ques- 


tion: 


Whereas the Secretary of the Treasury estimates 


, the internal revenue re- 


: ceipts at $175,000,000, and the excess of total receipts 


over expenditures at $102,000,000; and whereas the 
public welfare demands such prompt reduction of 
the burdens of taxation as shall be consistent with 
the maintenance of the public credit; and whereas 
it is both impracticable and inexpedient to make a 
general readjustment of the tariff during the present 
session of Congress: Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this House the 
tariff bill now pending in the Committee ofthe Whole 
ought to be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Is that resolution in order? 
The SPEAKER. If the resolution pro- 
een the indefinite postponement of the tariff 

ill it would not bein order. It isa well-known 
parliamentary principle that nothing can be 
postponed which is not under consideration. 

f adopted this resolution has no practical 
effect, as it is a mere expression of opinion. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is the resolution divisible? 
The SPEAKER. It is not. It embraces 
only one proposition. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. I ask fora separate vote 
on the preamble and resolution. 

The House divided; and thero were—ayes 
28, noes 110. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH rose to debate the 
resolution, and it went over. 


TRADE WITH BRITISIT NORTIT AMERICA. 


Mr. GIBSON submitted the following reso- 
lution, and demanded the previous question on 
its udoption: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury bo, 
and ho is hereby, directed to cause an inquiry to bo 
made for the information of Congress relative to tho 
state of trade botweon the United States and the sev- 
oral dependencies of Groat Britain in North Amor- 
ica, and that tho Secretary is hercby authorized to 
designate a suitable person to make such inquiry, 
who may be paid not more than ten dollars per day 
while omployed in such servico, with au allowance 
of ten cents per mile for defraying the oxponses of 
necessary travel. 


The House divided; and there were—ayes 
34, noes 86. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. PETERS rose to debate the resolution, 
and it went over. 


TAX SALES IN INSURRECTIONARY DISTRICTS. 


Mr. McKENZIE submitted the following 
resolution, on which he demanded the previous 
question: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
is requested to cause to be communicated to this 
House a statement of all moneys paid into tho Treas- 
roperty seized and sold for 


ury on_ account of all d 
States under and by virtuo 


taxes due to the Unite 


i of an act of Congress of June 7, 1862, entitled ** An 


act to collect taxes in insurrectionary districts, and 
for other purposes,” including also a statement of 
the title of cach case, the name of the owner of the 
property sold, the purchaser of the same at tho tax 


: gale, and the names of the officors by whom respect- 


‘| for resolutions, beginning with the State of . 
| were, on a division—ayes 36, noes 88. 
day last. 1 


ji 


iI 


ively tho proceeds of saloin each case may have been 
aid into the Treasury, and the amount actually paid 
in in each and every case. 


Mr. HOAR. I rise to make a parliamentary 
inquiry. If the demand for the previous ques- 
tion is not sustained will it be in order to move 
to refer the resolution to the Committee on 
Freedmen’s Affairs? 

The SPEAKER. Such a motion would be 
in order unless some gentleman gets the floor 
to debate it. 

On seconding the previous question there 


So the previous question was not seconded. 
Mr. ALLISON rising to debate the resolu- 
tion, it went over under the rule. 
PROPERTY TAKEN FOR USE OF GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. BOOKER submitted the following res- 


, olution, on which he demanded the previous 
: question: - 


Resolved, That the honor and good faith of this 
Government are bound tothe payment of loyal citi- 
zens of the South for property of every description 
taken from them for the use of the Army, Navy, or 
Government. 

On seconding the previous question there 
were, on a division—ayes 63, noes 65. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Booxer and 
Mr. ALLISON were appointed. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I askthe gentleman from 


| Virginia [Mr. Booxer] to modify his resolu- 
‘tion by striking out the word ‘loyal’? and 
: inserting the word ‘‘ patriotic ;’’ so that it will 
| provide for “ the payment of patriotic citizens 


of the South.” 

The SPEAKER. No debateisin order when 
the tellers have taken their places and the 
House is dividing. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 69, noes 90. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. KELSEY and Mr. BINGHAM rising to 
a the resolution, it went over under the 
rule, 

ADDITIONAL BATH-ROOMS. 


Mr. WOODWARD submitted the following 
resolution, on which he demanded the previous 
question : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds be, and they are hereby, instructed to 
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provide forthe crection offoar additional bath-rooms 
on the opposite side of the room now occupied as a 
bath-room under this Hall. and thatsaid rooms when 
erected, furnished, and ready for use be reserved 


i 
Í 
{ 


exclusively for members and clerks of the House of - 


Representatives. 

On seconding the previous question there 
were, on a division—ayes 72, noes 44. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
GU, noes d3. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 


1 


Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider the 


vote just taken; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


REVENUE DETECTIVES. 


Mr. WOODWARD. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to offer under this call the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to report to this House the names and resi- 


dences of informers or detectives under the internal 
revenue laws, and the amount of money paid to each 


of them during tho first quarter of the fiscal year 


of 1870. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I object. 
ROBERT K. ENBODY. 

Mr. COVODE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1882) for the relief 
of Robert K. Enbody; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812-- 


Mr. CESSNA submitted the following reso- 
lution; upou which he moved the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and War of 1812 be requested to report a bill 
providing pensions for all the surviving officers and 
soldiers of the war of 1812. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. CESSNA moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. ba 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WAR DEPARTMENT EMPLOYES. 


members who were absent without excuse from 
the session of Friday night. l 

Mr. SCHENCK. I offer a resolution upon 
that subject, upon which I move the previous 
question. . 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That each of the absentees on the call 
of Friday last who has not yct been excused be fined 
ten dollars, excepting any one of them who may 
believe he has a good excuse which he desires to 
present to the House for its consideration; and that 
except for the purpose of hearing such excuses offered 
in particular cases all further proceedings under the 


_ call be dispensed with. 


Mr. STRICKLAND. I desire to offer a 
substitute for the resolution. 
Mr. COX. Is the resolution divisible? I 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 25, 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I ask then that 
the names be read. 

Cries.of ‘Oh, nol’? “Oh, no!” 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Very well; I 
will withdraw the call for the reading. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I renew the call. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is it the right of any 


© member to call for the reading of the list of 
_absentees who have not been excused ? 


The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair will so rule, 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Can a member call 


. for the reading of a paper the subject of which 
` ig not before the House? 


want a vote on the latter part of the resolu- ` 


tion, dispensing with all proceedings under the 
call. 

TheSPEAKER. Theresolutionis divisible. 

Mr. COX. Then I call for a division. 

The SPEAKER. On what part of the res- 
olution does the gentleman wish a separate 
vote? 

Mr. COX. On the proposition that all pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER. It is not divisible in that 


. way. n 
Mr. STRICKLAND. I desire to offer a sub- 


Mr. STILES. I offer the following resolu- 
tion; upon which I demand the previous ques- . 


tion: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 


to furnish this House as soon as practicable with a - 


tabular exhibit of the name, rank, and brevet rank 
of each officer of the Army now on duty in the cit 

of Washington, showing the office or buréauin which 
they are employed, and stating specifically the duties 
in which they are respectively engaged, the monthly 


pay department, tho quartermaster’s department, $ 


the subsistence department, or by any other officer 
of the military or civil service of the Goverament; 


also with a tabular exhibit of the name, numinal ; 
occupation, specific employment, and presen; 20m- , 


ensation of all other persong employed in the War | near him, that his health is sach that he ought | 


epartment and in each of its bureaus, specifying 


the law by which their employment is authorized; | 
and if any sre employed without authority of law, ` 
by what aathority and how long they have been so | 


employed; and by what authority or upon what 


and out of what appropriation they have been paid. || 


The question was put on seconding the pre- 
vious question; and there were—ayes 42, 
noes 73. 

Mr. STILES called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. STILES and 
Mr. SCOFIELD were appointed. 

The House divided. ; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 52, noes 68. $ 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. CULLOM. Irise to debate the reso- 
lution. 

Debate arising thereon, the resolution went 
over. 

ABSENTEES. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired, and it is the duty of the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to present at the bar of the House the 


4 


| time in the day-time. 


stitute for the resolution. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I cannot yield for that. I 
called the previous question to save time. 

The SPEAKER. If the House shall not sus- 
tain the previous question a substitute can be 
offered. 

The previous question was seconded—ayes 
109, noes 22. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I make the point of order 
that gentlemen who have not 
have no right to vote. 


The SPEAKER. Thereis no record of their 


voting. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. It can be easily ascer- 


tained. l 
The SPEAKER. How? The yeas and nays |; 


have not been called. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. They are in the custody | 


of the Sergeant-at-Arms. : 


The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the | 


point of order. He has no knowledge whatever 
of any such thing being done. 


The main question was ordered; and under the | 
operation thereofthe resolution was adopted. | 
Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the vote | 


by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 


een excused 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid . 
: gentleman be excused for non-attendance on 


_ Thursday evening last, when an appropriation 


on the table. 8 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Any member, under the 
order just made, who desires to offeran excuse 


for his absence on Friday night will now be ' 
compensation of each, as paid by any office of the ` h . 


cuse for my neighbor here, [Mr. Ferry, ] of ` 


Michigan. It is within my own knowledge, and 
within the knowledge of those of us who sit 


The SPEAKER. Upon further reflection 
the Chair will sustain the point of order. The 
House has disposed of the subjéct, except in 
the case of those gentlemen who desire to pre- 
sent excuses for being absent. 

Mr. SCHENCK. If there be no one de- 
siring to be heard in excuse under the order 
of the House just now, I will move to suspend 
the rules and go into Committee of the Whole 
on the special order. 

Mr. DAWES. Before the gentleman makes 
that motion, I desire to ask the action of the 
House upon a joint resolution. 

Mr. FITCH. Irise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 

Mr. FITCH. When the House adjourned 
on Monday last there was pending a resolution 
offered by myself which should come up now 
as unfinished business immediately after the 
expiration of the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is correct. 

Mr. LYNCH. I rise to a parliamentary 
inui, . 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman willstate it. 

Mr. LYNCH. Would it be in order to move 
that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuexcr] 
be excused on account of his absence on Thurs- 
day upon his pleasure excursion, and that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, be excused. for his non-attendance on 
Thursday evening last, when the House was 
obliged to adjourn on account of the absence 
of members? If so, then I will make that 
motion. 

Mr. DAWES. Ifthe gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Lyneu]. has any criticism to make upon 
my course let him present it here promptly in 
the House, and I will respond to it. ? 

Mr. LYNCH. I was only asking if it would 
be proper and parliamentary to ask that the 


bill was under consideration, and the House 

was obliged to adjourn on account of the ab- 

sence of members. ; 
Mr. FITCH. Is not my resolution the first 


eard. ; l : $ 
Mr: SCHENCK: T desire toroler anene o aaee in nderi 


The SPEAKER. The first businessin order 
after the expiration of the morning hour to-day 


; is the. consideration of the resolution of the 


not to be here ‘in the evening, nor much of the |: 


I therefore ask that he 


| be excused. 
principle their rate of compensation has been fixed, © 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 


vote by which Mr. Feary was excused; and || 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GRISWOLD. I believe my colleague | 
(Mr. Reeves] is included among the list of | 
I think he left on Friday with the | 
understanding that he had been granted leave , 


absentees. 


of absence. ~ 
TheSPEAKER. TheJournal Clerk reports 
to the Chair that the leave of absence granted 


tothe gentleman from New York [ Mr. Reeves] | 


Would it be in | 


was for four days from to-day. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentacky. 
order to ask that the names be read of those 
absentees who have not been excused? 
The SPEAKER. It would be. 


| hour during the sitting of the House. E 
| day and every night when there was business 


i gentleman from Nevada [Mr. Firca] to sus- 


pend the rules, pending at the adjournment on 
Monday last. 
Mr. KNOTT. 
mentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. 
state it. 
‘Mr. KNOTT. Is it in order now to offer 


I rise to make a parlia- 


The gentleman will 


, excuses for being absent on Friday last? 


The SPEAKER. Thatisin order; and the 
Chair, after making the announcement to the 
House, waited until a considerable time had 
elapsed before entertaining any other question. 

Mr. KNOTT. Several gentleman, - myself 
among the number, desire to get the floor for 
that purpose. Pee T, i 

The SPEAKER. That will bein order. 

Mr. KNOTT. I desire to say, Mr. Speaker, 
that from the beginning of the present session 
of Congress until the House took a recess on 
last Friday afternoon I had not, to my recol- 
lection, been absent from my seat sg ee 
Eve 


1870. 
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before the House, during a term of nearly five 
months, I was here from the opening of the ses- 
sion till the fall of the hammer at the adjourn- 
ment. I desire furthermore to say, that serving 
upon two committees during the whole of that 
time, I have never been absent except on a 
single occasion from the meetings of either. 
Under these circumstances, on last Friday even- 
ing it occurred to me that possibly the House 
might excuse me from attendance for aa hour 
or two on that occasion. I accordingly took 
the liberty to stop on the avenue to purchase 
‘some books which I needed and which were 


offered for sale, and which, I was informed, I - 
would not have opportunity to procure after- - 
ward, Being detained longer than Iexpected, | 
and feeling somewhat fatigued, I returned after :' 


my purchase to my room. I make this state- 


ment not with the view of evading any just pen- © i 


alties which the House may see fit to impose, 


but in order, as this proceeding has been made - 
of more than ordinary importance, to let those | 


whom I have the honor to represent on this 


floor understand that I have on all occasions > 


endeavored to discharge my duties to them as 
faithfuily as has been in my power. . 

Mr. WELKER. Will the gentleman yield 
to me a moment? 

Mr. KNOTT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WELKER. I am glad to have an op- 
portunity to say, in behalf of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, Mr. Kort, | that he belongs 
to two committees upon which I serve, and 
that I know of no member who has been more 
punctual in attendance on both those commit- 
tees since I have been associated with him. I 
move that the gentleman be excused. 


Mr. ORTH. I desire to add my testimony |: 


.to that of my colleague [Mr. WELKER] as to 
the promptitude with which the’ gentleman 
from Kentacky [Mr. Kworr] has uniformly 
discharged: his duties on the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. l 

`The motion òf Mr. WELKER was 
and Mr. Knorr.was excused. 


‘Mr. KELLOGG. Tnow move that further 
proceedings under the call be dispensed with, 
and that all fines be remitted. If we excuse 
‘any gentleman on the ground upon'which the 
last two have been excused we certainly ought 
to remit the penaltiesin the cases of all others. 

` Fhe SPEAKER. The Chair rales that the 


agreed to; 


‘motion is tiot in order. The House has adopted || 


a resolution concluding this whole subject, and 
the motion to reconsider the resolution was 
‘laid on the table. >° 00 , ace 
Mr. BUCKLEY. I desire to say in behalf 
of my colleague [Mr. Herrin] that he leftthe 
Hall of the House on Friday about three 
o’clock with a sick headache, to which he is 


subject, and was unable to return here after |: 
the recess on that day.. For thisreason I move | 


‘that he be excused. I should have made such 
a motion on Friday night had I at that time 
known of his illness. a 

The motion was agreed ta: 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I rise to a 
point of order. I submit that the. resolution 
which was adopted and the motion to recon- 
sider which was laid on the table did not em- 
brace any proposition with reference to the 
payment and collection of fines. Therefore, I 
submit that-a motion to remit fines.is in order. 

The SPEAKER. A resolution of that kind 
would be in order under a suspension of the 
rules or under a call of the States for. resolu, 
tions, but itis not inorderat the present time. 

Mr. COX. I think nobody would object to 
such a proposition. es, 

Mr. KELLOGG. My purpose was ta remit 
all the fines.. s ` Pon? 

Mr. McCRARY. Mr. Speaker, I did not pro- 
pose to say anything more than I said the other 
evening with regard to my absence on that 
occasion. But since the’ remarks which have 
been made by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Kxort,} and. since the action of the 
House in his case, I deem. it proper to say that 


every word he has said with reference to him- 
self is true in my own case. I am not aware 
that I have been absent from the sessions of 
this House without leave for a single hour since 
I took my seat here. I was but a very few 
minutes late on Friday evening. I confess I 


li 
l! 
| 
| the reason that I had been here the even- 
ʻ ing before and found searcely any one here, 
| no business being transacted on that evening 
on account of absence of members generally. 


_ The chairman of the Committee of Ways and ` 
Means, [Mr. Scnencx,] the chairman of the - 


the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. WASHBURN | 
having in charge the bill then under consid- 
eration, and other gentlemen of the House, 


Committee on Appropriations, [Mr. Dawes, ] : 


i 
| 


i 
| 
| 


was somewhat careless on that occasion, for | 


: my Ohio friends, who were here on a visit. 


Mar: 


takes especial occasion to say the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means was absent 
the night before. It is true, and I was not 
absent on business. I was absent while the 
appropriation bill was under consideration with 
It 
is the only day for recreation I have taken 
during the whole session ; and if the gentieman 
or any other gentleman will stand up hereand 
work as hard as I do and be absent as seldom 


_as I am, then he will have followed a good 


example. 
Mr. COX. I call for the regular order of 
business. As some members may desire to ask 


_ hereafter to be excused, I wish to get the floor 


; many of them, were absent on Thursdayeven- - 


: ing. 
i ite, DAWES. Iask the gentleman to yield 
tome. Thegentleman from Maine [ Mr. Lyxcu] 
has seen fit to make that statement in refer- 
|: ence to myself. I desire to say the gentleman 
is entirely mistaken. I was not absent. 

|. Mr. LYNCH. i move that the gentleman 
‘| be excused. i 


‘| I hold myself responsible to the House and 
|; the rules of the House, and it is not necessary 
for the gentleman to get excused by making 
charges against another member which are not 
true in fact. 
the gentleman from Maine to. make charges 
i which he does not know to be true or not. 

i- Mr. LYNCH. It is reported in the Globe 
' the gentleman was not here. 


|| chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
| it was stated that the motion to adjourn was 
made. 

Mr. 
‘the gentleman from Massachusetts was here 
|! or not on Thursday evening. If he was I beg 
| his pardon for doing him injustice. 
|. Mr. DAWES. Thad not charge of the bill 
and was not: responsible in any respect for the 
Navy appropriation’bill thén pending. I was 
| opposed to.the bill. I opposed its being re- 
| ported to the House. Therefore, I am not to 


But I was not absent. 

I know that. the honor- 
' able gentleman on whose motion I was fined 
| ten dollars for being here five. minutes after 
| the doors were closed. was not here at-all on 


regard to that bill. 
1 Mr, MeCRARY, 


excuse fora younger member of the House 
-being absent on that occasion. 1 hadno reason 
to expect any business to be done on that 
1 evening. And now, Mr. Speaker, I do not 
wish to say more than that I have not: been 


sion, except on that particular occasion. 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I rise ta a question of 
| order. = 3 
The SPEAKER. State it.” 
: Mr. BINGHAM. Is there anything in order 
| just now except the statements of parties de- 
; siring to be exeused? — 
-- The SPEAKER. Nothing isin order except 
to hear excuses. . : 
„ Mr. MAYNARD.. I was proceeding to say 
| in regard to the chairman and members of the 
| Committee of Waya and Means that there is 


to sit PERK the sittings of the House. 

- Mr. LYNCH. Imovethat the chairman of 

the Committee of Ways and Means be excused. 
Mr. SCHENCK. [have heen so repeatedly 


| gentleman from Jowa desires to excuse himself 


be held responsible for any transaction in | 


to offer a resolution suspending all proceedings 
under the call and remitting all the fines which 
have been imposed. These fines never have 


- been collected before, and it operates in a way 


i! Mr. DAWES. Ido not ask the gentleman | 
from Maine to make that motion. [Laughter. | ° 


: regular order. 
I do not think it worth while for |. 


to discriminate against some of our most virtu- 
ous people. {Laughter.] Ihope I may be per- 
mitted to offer my resolution. 


Mr. MORGAN. I object. 
Mr. COX. I move the previous question 
on it. 


TheSPEAKER. It isnot before the House. 
Mr. CALKIN. I call for the regular order. 
Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I ask unanimous 
consent to address a few words to the House. 
Mr. CULLOM. We ought to go to work. 
Mr. CALKIN. I object, and insist on the 


Mr. MORGAN. | I desire to ask the Chair 


» whether it has not been determined by a res- 


|. olution of the House this morning that gentle- 


» men who have excuses to offer should now 
| have an opportunity to offer them? 


Mr. MORGAN.. In the absence of the ` 


McCRARY. I am not sure whether |. 


The SPEAKER. Excuses from gentlemen 
who were absent without leave are in order. 
. Mr. MORGAN. Then I rise to be heard 
by the House. 

The SPEAKER. . The gentleman is in order, 


‘under the resolution of the House, if he rises 
‘for that purpose. 


Mr. MORGAN. On Thursday night last I 


' appeared on this floor with an understanding 


i appropriation bill. 
| with that understanding. The gentleman from 


that after the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Harej 
had finished {-was'to be heard on the naval 
I appeared in accordance 


Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorre.p] rose in his place 


:-and objected to debate, and asked that the 


House should adjourn for the reason that the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
[Mr. Dawes] was not present. In consequence 


| of tle suggestion of the gentleman from Penn- 


j Thursday evening. [am notheretocomplain. `, 
I mention these facts to show there was some `i 


sylvania, not wishing to take advantage of the 


absence of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
' (Mr. Dawes, ] the chairman of the Committee 
.oa Appropriations, I consented to the adjourn- 


ment. Now, the fact is that there were not 
eighteen members present at the time the 


, adjournment took place on Thursday night. 


| absent, to my knowledge or recollection, when | 
| the House was called to order, once this ses- . 


Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to say a word ` 
in respect to the case of my friend, the chair- 


“Mr. DAWES. I beg to say to the gentle- 
man = 
Mr. MORGAN. I cannot yield to the gen- 


tileman just now; he may be heard afterward. 


Mr. JUDD. ‘There were just: seven mem- 
bers or the floor. 

Mr. MORGAN. And I was one ofthe seven. 
On Friday night at seven o’elock I was sick in 


. my:bed, and did not know of the call of the 


‘ standing order of the House authorizing them . 


referred to by gentlemen in stating their cases - 
that I desire to reply in a few minutes. The . 


Honse until Saturday morning. Ido not ask 
to be excused, but I want these facts to go 
before the country; and I will say here that 
certain gentlemen who have been most noisy 
on the subject of the call are those who have 
been most frequently absent from the House 
and most derelict in their duty. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not’ in 
order ifhe does not ask to be excused. [Laugh- 
ter.] Gentlemen who rise for the purpose of 
asking to be excused are alone to be heard. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the gentle- 
man from Ohio {Mr. Morcan] be excused. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker——~ 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman from 
Massachanetta rise to ask to be excused? 


because. of the bad example of others, and |, [Laughter.]- 
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Mr. DAWES. No, sir; I rose to speakon 
the motion just made. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the motion is debat- 
able I call for the previous question on it. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] was on the floor 


before the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 


ELDRIDGE] called the previous question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Are motions to ex- 
cuse debatable? 

The SPEAKER. Yes; motions to excuse 
are debatable. s ia 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I rise to a question of © 


order. I had not taken my seat, and if the 
question is debatable I had the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair did not under- 


stand the gentleman from Wisconsin to retain ; 


the floor. ; 

Mr. DAWES. If the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Morean] was sick on Friday night he 
ought to beexcused. But the gentleman from 


| 
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my colleague is that members of the House 
behaved so badly, and were so inattentive on 
Thursday evening, that therefore it would 
not be proper to hold those to account who 
'| were absent on Friday evening. : That is what 
| it amounts to, I think, in plain English. 

Mr. MORGAN. Idonotask to be excused. 
SCHENCK. I know my colleague 


‘|. Mr. 


; does not; but somebody has made the motion |; 
‘ which my colleague very properly has not . 


| asked. 
Mr. MORGAN. I will vote to excuse you. 


il members that we have. I say this in all good 
. faith. The gentleman is as seldom away from 

his post as any one oneither side of the House. 
. But still the rules are made for general arp 
; cation. If when I was away on Thursday 


‘t evening there had been a call of the House, and į! 
| I had been called upon for an excuse, Tadmit . 
Ohio, in justifying himself because of his sick- i; I should have had none to make. I went away ` 


ness on that night, has unnecessarily arraigned ` for the purpose of recreation. True, it was the 
others for being absent the night before. He | only day on which I have indulged myself in 


undertakes to say that he abandoned the busi- | that manner, and gentlemen know the peculiar | 


ness of the night before because I was not | circumstances, during the whole session. It so 
present. Now, in the first place, there was no |, happens that my colleague, ordinarily very at- 


more reason why I should be present than any i 
| Was one of those away on Friday evening, and | 
| 


other man. As I have already stated, I had 
not the charge of the bill pending. I was not 
in favor of the pending bill, but was opposed 
to it. I had no more to do with that bill than 
any other member. But, though not present 
in the Hall, I was present onthe ground. And 
why, Mr. Speaker, have we introduced these 
proceedings here? Whyhave we attempted to 
induce members to be present here? e tried 
on Thursday night to have a meeting for the 
transaction of business and failed. e tried 
it again on Friday night and failed. And, sir, 
when gentleman say—— 
Mr. NEGLEY. I rise to a question of 
order. I submit that it is not within the prov- 
-vince of the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
lecture this House. ` There has been a resolu- 
tion adopted imposing fines on those who were 
absent, and if they choose to submit to it I do 


not think it is proper for the gentleman to | 


remark further on their conduct. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. The gentleman from Massa- 
. chusetts will, of course, exercise proper discre- 
tion in the remarks he is making. 

Mr. DAWES. I am endeavoring to speak 
with discretion and propriety. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Irise to a question 
.of order. I think the debate should be con- 
fined to the motion to excuse the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Morcan.] 

The SPEAKER. That is the question 
: before the House. - 

Mr. DAWES. Itis upon that question that 
I propose to speak. Of course if I am not in 
order I will sit down, I will not trouble the 


House by forcing any remarks uponthem. But | 


I submit to the House whether anything unrea- 
sonable or improper has been done in attempt- 
ing to force the attendance of members upon 
the sessions of the House. That is the ques- 
tion, and- upon that I desire to address the 
. House. I hope the House will vote with that 
question before their eyes.. The attention of 
the country has been attracted to the manner 
in which we have been transacting business 
here, and it is proper for us—— 
yr STEVENSON. I rise to a point: of 
order. oo i 
.. The SPEAKER. General remarks on the 
attendance of members, of course, are not in 
_ order on the question of excusing an individ- 
ual member. 
. Mr. STEVENSON. That was 
I intended to raise. 5 : 
Mr. DAWES. I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck, } retaining the floor. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I propose to say simply 
that I shall vote against the motion to excuse 
:my colleague, [Mr. Morcay,] for the reason 
which he has given. The reason assigned by 


the point 


tentive, ordinarily very punctually in his place, 


that was the case with a good many of the most 


| attentive and diligent members of this House. |, 


| They happened to be caught. But, then, what 
i ig the reason of the thing involved in it all? 


| away when the rule of the House is enforced 


| because there have been carelessness and neg- : 


! ligence on former occasions? 


The fact is that the failure to get any meet- 


Thursday evening, the failure a number of times 
to get evening meetings, impressed the House 
finally with the idea that it was necessary to 


enforced I suppose that every excuse must stan 

upon its own merits, no matter who may hap- 
pen to be caught. So far from its being a rea- 
son why thereshould have been nocallon Friday 
night that everybody was absent on Thursday 
night, the fact that we were all so negligent 
on Thursday night was a good reason for the call 
on Friday night, and will continue to be a good 
reason for calls of the House until we all learn 


There must: be a 


attendance. in oar places. 
The beginning hap- 


beginning at some time. 
pened to be made when it was. 
some of the most industrious members of the 
| House and others not so industrious. Bvery- 


ing about it. The only question is, whether we 
shall ever enforce our rules or whether we will 
give up the attempt? i 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker-—— 

Mr. DAWES. I resume the floor. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. Will the gentle- 
man yield to me? 

Mr. DAWES. I feel as if I ought to yield 
to the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Lyncu. ] 

Mr. LYNCH. Ido not ask the gentleman 
to yield to me. 

Mr. DAWES. Then I yield to the gentle- 
man from Kansas. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
am opposed to the motion to exeuse the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Morcan} because I under- 
stand that he does not ask this action on the 
part of the House. Ihave had the honor ta 
occupy a seat upon this floor since the com- 
mencement of the first session of the Thirty- 


exception of a few days on one occasion when 
I was extremely unwell, I have never been 
absent from the House when in Washington, 
except in a few instances to transact business 


for my constituents with the Departments. I! 


have never during those five years of service 
upon this floor been absent from the Capitol 
but on two occasions, once to attend a meeting 


Mr. SCHENCK. Now, I know that mycol- `i 
, leagueis one of the most attentive and laborious | 


| Are weto excuse everybody that happens to be |; 


ing, the failure to have more than ten or fifteen | 
| members present, as was the case, I believe, on | 


begin to enforce our rules; and the rales pene 


to be more diligent and generally punctual in ; 
It caught : 


body knows that there can be no personal feel- : 


-Ninth Congress. Daring all thattime, with the | 


| 


of the Republican State central committee of 
my State, of which I was chairman. 

Mr. CALKIN. LIrise to a point of order, 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state 


his point of order. 

| Mr. CALKIN. My point of order is that 
: the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Clarke] hag 
already been brought before the House and 
fined for being absent. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is upon 
i the floor by leave of the gentleman from Mas- 
‘| sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] upon the motion of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. ELDRIDGE] 
to excuse the gentleman from Ohio[ Mr. Mor- 
can] for having been absent from the session 
of the House on Friday last. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. As I was saying, 
_I was absent to attend a meeting of the Repub- 
. lican State central committee—— 

Mr. WILLARD. Irise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 

r. WILLARD. My point of order is that 
the gentleman must confine himself to the sub- 
ject under consideration, which is the motion 
to excuse the gentleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
' point of order. 
| Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. If I am obliged 
: to confine myself strictly to the question before 
the House I will say that Iam opposed to 
excusing the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mor- 
GAN, ] not because itis not his custom to attend 
strictly to the business of the House, for I 
| believe there is no member, with the exception 
of myself, who more promptly attends the ses- 
'| sion of the House and attends to its business 
more diligently—— 

Mr. BENTON. Irise to a question of order. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman will state it. 
|| Mr. BENTON. My point is that it is not 
in order for the gentleman to stand up here 
and advertise how punctual he has been in 
attending the sessions of the House whensthe 
gueron under consideration is whether the 

ouse will or will not excuse a member for , 
non-attendance on a particular occasion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be com- 

elled to rule that the gentleman from Kansas 
{Mr. CLARKE] is out of order unless he shall 
confine his remarks to the pending question. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. The gentleman 
i| from Ohio, [Mr. Morcan,] as I was saying, 
does not desire to be excused ; he does not ask 
this favor of the House. Those of us. who the 
other evening were within a few minutes’ walk 
of the doors of this House when they were 
closed were called up before the House and 
publicly fined for being delinquent on account 
of the most extraordinary manner in which a 
most extraordinary diligence was exhibited by 
some gentlemen here to make it appear that a 
few of us are not in the habit of attending 
| regularly the sessions of the House. 

A MEMBER. A spasmodic effort. 
Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. Yes, spasmodic. 
i| This spasmodic effort—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is clearly 
not in order. l 

Mr. DAWES. Iwill resume the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be com- 

lled to hold the debate strictly to the reso- 

ution. ‘ 

Mr. DAWES. I will move to lay the reso- 
i| lution on the table. 

Mr: KELLEY. I desire to say a word on 
the resolution itself. 

Mr. DAWES. Then I will withdraw the 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, and 
yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. KELLEY. ; 
i| Mr. KELLEY. The argument for this mo- 
tion is based upon the fact that the gentleman 
was here on Thursday night. Now, I think it 
due to history that it should be said that no 

entleman is entitled to any particular credit 
or having been here on Thursday night. The 
moment the hour arrived when the House could 
be called to order on Thursday night it was 


it 
Ki 


| 


| 
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done, and a motion instantaneously made for 
the House toadjourn. I attempted to persuade 
the few gentlemen who were here to remain, say- 
ing that members were coming in; at any rate 


to waitten minutes. Butthe adjournment took | 


place at once, so that the credit to be given to 
any member, if any, should be a limited 
amount, 


Mr. DAWES. I now move to lay the reso- ) 
: thus escaping by only a few moments from bein 


lution on the table. 1 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts Fir. 


Dawes] that owing to a misapprehension of | i n it 0 i 
` these circumstances it is impossible for us to ` 
'. they came to depart, my colleague went to the 


the Chair the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 


ELpRIDGE] who offered the resolution was | 


deprived of saying anything upon it. 


ir, DAWES. I will withdraw my motion ` 


to lay on the table. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I was very much sur- || 
prised when the floor was assigned to the gen- || 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] || 
because I had intended to hold the floor for a | 
few remarks and then call the previous ques- | 
I think the reason given by the gentle- |; 
man from Ohio [Mr. Morcan] for his absence | 
Although he does not : 
ask to be excused, I suppose this House is not ; 
going to set the ridiculous precedent before | 
the country of fining for non-attendance a | 
member who was sick in his bed. Although | 


tion. 


is full and complete. 


the gentleman has too much pride, too much 
spirit, and too much feeling to ask this House 
to excuse him, Í for one do not wish to impose 
a fine upon him when he has announced to 
the House that he was sick in bed at home. 


Though he may feel some indignation that 


when he was here on Thursday night no quo- 


rum was in attendance, and although he may | 
feel that to have his name published as an |; 
absentee on Friday evening is an occasion for | 


indignation, there is no reason why we should 
stultify ourselves by imposing a fine upon him 
for absence at a time when he lay at home sick 
` abed. I hope, therefore, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] will not insist 
upon. his motion to lay the resolution on the 
table. I know that the gentleman from Ohio 
has been very constant in his attendance upon 
the sessions of the House, and I know also—. 
Mr. SCHENCK. -If the gentleman will allow 
me to interrupt him, I wish to ask whether my 
colleague [Mr. Morcan] stated that he was 
sick on Friday evening? 
r Mr. ELDRIDGE. He says he was sick in 


ed. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Then I think he ought to 
be excused. 

Mr. MORGAN. I was sick in bed at seven 
o'clock on that evening, but I am content to 
stand with other gentlemen. I do not ask to 
be excused. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The fact that the gen- 
tleman, in his pride or spirit, does not ask the 
House to excuse him is no reason why the 
House should inflict a fine upon him for ab- 
sence occasioned by the act of God in confin- 
ing him to his bed with sickness. 

I wish to say one word further, and then I 
will call the paeroun question. 

_Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentleman 
yield to me a moment before calling the pre- 
vious ee ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to move 
an amendment to the resolution so as to pro- 
vide that all fines be remitted, and that further 
Pierre under the call be dispensed with. 

think this matter has gone far enough; that 
the absentees are sufficiently punished by hav- 
ing their names published in the Globe. Itis 
an unheard-of proceeding during my experi- 
ence in Congress to collect any fines imposed 
in this way. We cannot act in this matter go 
as to do justice. 

Mr. DAWES. I call the gentleman to order. 
I thought I had the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. ELDRIDGE] holds the floor. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman from 


Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is out of order. 
I am on the floor by permission of the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 do not know how the 
gentleman from Wisconsin got the floor away 


from me. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Some members who 


were here on Friday night happened to get in |; 
to excuse Mr. STRADER. 


just upon the eve of the closing of the doors, 


counted as absentees, while others included 


: among the absentees were within perhaps ten 


feet of the door when it was closed. Under 


apply any rule which will operate justly. 

ite CLARKE, of Kansas. I rise to a point 
of order. 
discussing the pending resolution. 

The SPEA 
point of order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware 
of any amendment pending. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I had moved to 
amend the resolution so as to remit all fines 
which have been imposed, and to suspend fur- 
ther proceedings under the call. 

The SPEAKER. 
tained as an amendment to the pending res- 
olution. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


been saved the trouble of making these remarks. 
[ Laughter. } a 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. STRADER. ] 

Mr. STRADER. As I was one of the ab- 
sentees on Friday night, I wish to remark that 


I was at that time saying good bye to some of |: 
onr friends of the Ohio legislative delegation ; 
who had been enjoying themselves here in | 


Washington. 1 do not ask to be excused. 

Mr. COX. I think the gentleman ought to 
be excused. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. As I have promised, I 
will make but a single additional remark before 
calling the previous question. I know it isthe 
fact that among the gentlemen who were fined 
here on Friday night were some whose attend- 
ance has been as constant as that of the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Morgan] or any other 
gentleman on this floor, but I am not aware 
that they are asking to have their fines remitted, 
or that it is necessary to embrace their cases in 
this resolution. Hereis a clear case, in which 
a gentleman was confined to his room by ill- 
ness, and this House, I submit, would stultify 
itself if it should impose a fine on him. There 
are many gentlemen who like the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr] have been faithful 
in their attendance, and yet have had fines im- 


posed upon them. But Ido not ask to have | 


their cases embraced in the resolution, although 
I was one of the persons fined for non-attend- 
ance on Friday evening. I now demand the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the oper- 


ation thereof Mr. ELpRIDGE’S motion was | 
|| better served by the work I had in hand and 
| was then performing. A word in regard to the 
| gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] 


agreed to. 
Mr. STRICKLAND. 
McCrary be excused. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands 
the gentleman from Iowa has paid his fine. 
Mr. STRICKLAND. What has that to do 
with the question of excusing him? 


I move that Mr. 


(Mr. Stevenson] is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I move that Mr. Srra- 
DER be excused. 


Mr. HOAR. I rise to a question of order, | 


whether, under the resolution of the gentleman 


from Ohio, [Mr. Scuzncx,] it is competent to | 
make any motion to excuse a member unless it | 


is founded on some good excuse offered by the 
member himself? 

The SPEAKER. The literal reading of the 
resolution might bear such a construction, but 


I submit that the gentleman is not | 
` my colleague, the chairman of the Ways and 
ER. The Chair sustains the | 

. to Mount Vernon. 
Iam discussing my | 


_ excused as those gentlemen. 
That cannot be enter- : 


the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] who 
offered the resolution followed its adoption 


| immediately by moving to excuse a member 


who did not make any application himself to 


| be excused. 


Mr. LYNCH. Irise to a privileged question, 


' to move that I also be excused. 


The SPEAKER. A motion is now pending 


Mr.STEVENSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
say, as we all know, that the Legislature of 
Ohio was here on a visit to this city; they were 


; tendered admission to this Hall; they were re- 


ceived as guests of this city, and finally, when 


depot to see them off. In doing so I think he 
was in the performance of a public duty just as 


Means Committee, was the day before in going 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr’ Speaker, it was not my 
purpose to offer any excuse for my absence on 

riday evening, but the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, the gentleman from Ohio, and the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts having been excused, 
I think I have as good reason for asking to be 
The gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] says that he 
was in the House on Thursday evening at the 


', time the House adjourned. 
The Chair did not : 
inform me of that in time, or I might have : 


Mr. DAWES. I was not in the Hall, but I 
was in the Capitol. 

Mr. LYNC That was precisely my case 
on Friday evening, and the gentleman from 
Massachusetts and others having been excused 
by the House I have been encouraged to ask 
that I also shall be excused. 

Mr. DAWES. They have not excused me. 

Mr. LYNCH. The gentleman offered an 
excuse for not being here on Thursday even: 
ing. Now, Mr. Speaker, during the time I 
have been a member here I have never before 
been absent during a call of the House. I 
have very often been present when I would 
gladly have paid the fine to have been allowed 
to be absent. On the present occasion I was 
detained by the call of a constituent of mine, 
on my way to the House, intending to be here; 
but was delayed a half or three quarters of an 
hour. When I arrived here the doors were 
closed, and I could not gain admittance; but 
I understood the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Dawes, ] on account of whose ab- 


| sence the House adjourned the night previous, 
i was sitting as judge here, and the gentleman 


from Ohio, the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, who was absent on a pleasure 
excursion the day before, was acting as prose- 
cuting attorney in arraigning members. 

Mr. SCHENCK. That is not true. 

Mr. LYNCH. Seeing that I could not gain ad- 
mission here, I retired to the committee-room, 


j and went to work upon matters I had in hand, 


holding myself in readiness, at any time when 
there was a disposition to proceed to business, 
to come here and attend to it; but as the even- 
ing was given up as usual, when there is a call 
of the House, to amusement, I felt that my time 
could be better occupied, and my constituents 


the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 


| priations, who seems to be somewhat sensitive 
i because of my allusion to him. I know that if 
li the House had been for any length of time in 
The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Ohio | 


session on Thursday evening he would have 


i been present at his post, as he always is, urging 
; that business be proceeded with. 


Mr.SCHENCK. Will the gentleman allow 
me to interrupt him, as he again refers to me? 
I was absent, as I have said, on Thursday ; and 
had there been a call of the House that night 
Ishould have paid my fine, for I bad no sutli- 
cient excuse; and I would not have whined 
about it. That is my position, and I have never 
taken any other. 

Mr. LYNCH. I bave no doubt that the gen- 
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tleman would have shown all that pluck which 
is one of his characteristics. 

Mr. SCHENCK. You referred to me in 
order to justify yourself. 

Mr. LYNCH. I did not refer to the gentle- 
man to justify myself, but only alluded to the 


fact that the gentleman having been absent the . 


day before on a pleasure excursion took the 


lead in proceeding on Friday night against those ` 


-who were absent. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I did notmake the mation 
for the call on Friday night. When I came in 
I found it going on. ; 


Mr. DAWES. I beg to ask the gentleman 


from Maine [Mr. Lyncu] what reason he has | 


: the Globe of the next morning—and I .knew 


| 


for saying that I was here acting as judge on ` 


that occasion ? 
Mr. LYNCH. The gentleman was here as 
Speaker pro tempore, receiving the excuses of 


members who were absent from the call. And | 


this struck me as very ludicrous, considering | 


that the evening before the gentleman was |. 


absent, and that the : House adjourned on 
account of his absence. 

Mr. DAWES. After thegentleman has been 
informed over and over again that in that state- 


gentlemen whose special business it was to be 
here, the special order for consideration being 
a bill reported from their own committee, were 
absent, I had no reason to expect that there 
would bea business meeting of the House next 
evening. I knew that when an important bill 
like the naval appropriation bill was to be dis- 
cussed the chairman of the Committee on : 
Appropriations was absent—it so appeared in | 


that the Ohio delegation were still here, and 
that the chairman of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means might be absent with them as he | 
was before. And Isubmit that this was a good 
reason for my supposing that there might be ' 
no meeting of the House on Friday evening. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Do I understand the gen- 
tleman to say that if I should be in fault he 
would be weak- minded enough to follow a bad 
example? ; z 
Mr. LYNCH. Does the gentleman think I 
would be weak-minded in following an example 
set by the chairman of the Committee of Ways ` 


i and Means? I thought he was the safest man 
l 


ment he does not conform to the fact, and when ` 


he knows that I did not put myself in the posi- 
tion of a judge, I ask bas he, in repeating such 
statements, any respect for what belongs to a 
gentleman? [Cries of ‘Order i” ] 

. Mr. LYNCH. 


- desire the extract from the Globe which Í sent 


I have great respect for the 


gentleman himself, and in that regard have . 


respect for what belongs to a gentleman. 
Mr. DAWES. It seems to me that the gen- 


:: derelictions of one member at one time are 
` no excuse for those of another at some other 


tleman has not proper regard for what belongs ` 


to bis own position. ; 

Mr. LYNCH. I shall try to take care of 
my own position. 
he was not absent on. Thursday evening. 


Pennsylvania [ Mr. Scor1zLp } on that occasion. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I rise to a point of 


order. I:desire to know on what question the | 


gentleman from Maine is speaking. He has 


expressly stated that he does not ask to be | 


excused. 

Mr. LYNCH. The gentleman is mistaken. 
I stated that I would not have asked to be 
exensed if other gentlemen who are similarly 
situated to myself had not asked to beand had 
not been exeused. But I do not ask to be 
excused: I am only explaining why I was 


absent. ik 
: : My. VAN WYCK. : Then I raise the other 
point of order, which bas been decided time 


end again by the Chair, that. what took place | 


on Thursday evening is 
Giscussion to-day. x ie ; 
The SPEAKER. The .Chair sustains the 
po of order. The gentleman must confine 
imeelf to giving reasons for his requeat to be 
excused... ss Ai 
Mr. LYNECIL I offer what I have sent to 
the Clerk's desk as one of my reasons for being 
absent. ee: E A ei, nite at 
The Clerk proċeeded to read as follows: -> 
: “ Mr. SCOFIELD. The chaitman ef the Committes 


not proper matter for 


on Appropriatiops’—— -i o nE gi 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I again raise: the:point 
‘of order, that what took place on ‘Thursday 
evening 18 not-relevant-to the question before 
the: House. ~ pie , f `, 
- The’ PRAKER. The: Chair sustains. the 
point of order. ° > DEDEH 
- Mr. LYNCH. .Do-T:understand the ruling 
-of the Chair to be that I have nota right to offer 
to be read what is printed in the Globe? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that the 
gentleman has no right to have read from the 
“Globe what he would not be. in order to state 
from bis place. And the Chair rules thatany 
gentleman asking to be excused: must confine 
himself tothe reasons which he deems it proper 
to present to the House for being excused. 
: -Mr. LYNCH: . Precisely so; and one of my 
reasons is, that as there had been a regular 
‘meeting the previous evening, and as those 


' York does not withdraw his point of order, the 
: Chair could not 
The gentleman says nee $ 
send to the Clerk's desk to be read the Globe’s f 
report of the remarks of the gentleman from | 


‘and the public business ignored. 


: tleman from Maineisin.. I presume he intends 


in the House to follow except, perhaps, the | 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations. 
I thought that if I followed the example of 
those gentlemen I could not go wrong. I 


to the desk to be read. 
The SPEAKER. Whatever might beshown ` 

by what the gentleman desires to have read, ` 

the Chair would be compelled to rule that the 


time. Therefore, if the gentleman from New 
ermit the extract to be read. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I cannot withdraw the 
point of order. Ido not wish that our pro- 
ceedings here to day should be such as to be 
@ justification to gentlemen for withdrawing 
themselves at any time from their duties here | 
during the remainder of the session. 
become mere trifling. Time is being wasted | 


Mr. LYNCH. The gentleman from New 
York: (Mr. Van. Wycx]} does well to array | 
himselt alongside of these other gentlemen, a | 
gentleman who is not always present. 

- Mr, LOGAN. I see the difficulty the gen- 


to plead the dereliction of others.in mitigation 
of his own offense. 
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: business. 


` were at his house. 


‘ pertains to his constituents. 


This has | 


` Mr. LYNCH. I decline to yield. T prefer | 
to speak.for myself. 
Mr. LOGAN. I make the point of order ` 
that the gentleman has a right: to offer that in 
mitigation of damages, and I move:that he be 
fined only nine dollarsand a half. [Leughter. ] 
Mr. LYNCH. Ihave usually been attentive | 
on the sessions of the House. But Ido con- | 
fess that I was a little tardy in getting here on 
‘Friday evening for the reason that i did. not | 
expect the House was intending to prosecute | 
any business or. to do anything more’ than 
attend to speech-making; and this business 
has become somewhat stale. - But, to be serious | 
about this matter, I do not find: fault with the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | 
for being absent on Thursday taking some : 
recreation. “E think ke deserved it. Having | 
attended to his arduous duties here so con: | 
stantly day and night he was entitled to be 
excused for a day, and if there had been a call | 
of the House on Thursday I would have voted 
with great- pleasure to excuse him. I only 
wonder he has been able to perform the labor | 
which ‘has devolved upon him in the discharge | 
of his duties here. :I thought the Friday even- 
ing effort rather spasmodic, and what I have | 
said in regard to the gentleman’s absence I | 
hope will not be taken very seriously.. il 
Mr. MAYNARD, Willthe gentleman allow |; 
me to ask him a: question? = - ne 
Mr. LYNCH. Yes,sir, = > i 
Mr. MAYNARD. Allow me to ask him | 
whether he himself was here on Thursday | 
bight? oe : 


April 25, 


Mr. LYNCH. I did not get here. I was 
in the same predicament as the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes.] Iwas in 
the Capitol or the way here, but not in the 
Hall at the time of adjournment. 

Mr. ALLISON. I would like to ask the 
gentleman from Maine a question. 

Mr. LYNCH. No, sir; [ think I will not 
take up any more of the time of the House. F 
only desire to call attention to the consistency 
of gentlemen who are so anxious to press 
I willend this matter here. I with- 
draw my request to be excused and am willing 
to pay my fine. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I ask the House to excuse 


‘my colleague, Mr. GARFIELD, for non-attend- 
. ance on Friday evening for the reason that 
‘he was compelled on that evening to give 
‘attention to some eighteen of the members of 


the Legislature of Ohio and their wives, who 
I movethat he be excused, 
Mr. FITCH. I make the point of order 
that gentlemen have no right to vote upon 
this question unless they have paid their fines. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will have the 


: rule upon that subject read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
“Until a member bas paid the fees assessed against 


him he is not at liberty to address the Chair or make 


a question of order.” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that it 
does not deprive a member of the right to vote, 
which is a constitutional right, anda right that 
The right to the 
courtesies of the. floor, such as being recog- 
nized by the Chair and raising points of order, 
are the deprivations which the rule inflicts on 
members who have been fined and have not 


| paid their fines. But they do not attempt—as 


the rules could not do—to deprive the member 
of his right to vote. 
The question was put on Mr. Bincuam’s 
motion; and there were-~ayes 80, noes 36. 
So the motion was agreed to; and Mr. GAR- 
FIELD, of Ohio, was excused. 


Mr. CULLOM. I desire to state in behalf 
of the gentleman from Nebraska, [Mr. Tarrs, } 
who happened to be absent when the doors 
were closed on Friday evening, and who is 
laboring under such a severe cold that he can 
scarcely speak above a whisper, that’ he was 
not here at the time when the call of the 
Honse began, but did come in a few minutes 
afterward ; but suffering with a severe cold he 
left the House and went to his room. 1 desire 
to state further in his behalf, as he cannot speak 
for himself, that he tells. me, and there is no 
doubt abont the truth of it, that during the three 


: years he has been in Congress this is the first 
. time he has been absent from its sessions. The 


| noes 49. 


SSS 


gentleman does not himself ask to be excused, 


. but I move that he be excused, as he was too 
| unwell to be in his seat. The gentleman serves 


with me on the Committee on the Territories, 
and there is no man here more prompt in the 


| discharge of his duty than Mr. Tarre. 


. The question was put on Mr. CuLtom’s 
motion, and it was agreed ta; and Mr. Tarr 


| was excused. 


“Mr. HAMILTON. Imoye that Mr. Levon 


. be excused; and on that motion I demand the 


previous question.  - -> ae 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question orderéd ; and under the ópera- 
tion thereof the motion was. agreed to—ayes 71, 
So Mr. Lyncu was excused. __ 
_ Mr. CULLOM. I desire to offer a resolu. 


ion. 0 ; 
_ Mr.. HOOPER, of Massachusett I call 
for the regular order. 


Mr. GRISWOLD. I desire to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution, upon which I call the pre- 
vious question : io 

Resolved, That the fines impaged, upon members 
of this House for non-attendance on the 22d instant 
be remitted upon the payment of fees for their arrest 
respectively. - ; j 


Mr: DAWES. There are no fees. 


. 
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The SPEAKER: Theresolation will require 
unanimous consent. .. f | 

Mr. DAWES. _I object. 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire to move that the | 
rules be suspended in order that I may offer a | 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. That would not now be in 
order, as there is already pending a motion to 
suspend the rules. 


LAND-GRANT BILLS. 


Mr. DAWES. I call for the regular order 
of business. Se 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
resolution offered by the gentleman from Ne- 
vada, [Mr. Frtcu,] and which was pending at | 
the adjournment of the House on Monday last. 


The Clerk read as follows: D 
Resolved, That the rules be so suspended that on 


Thursday, April 28, at half past one o’clock p.m, `` 


all pending business and prior orders be suspended, 


and that the House then proceed to the considera- | 


tion of reports from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and continue the consideration of the same 
until adjournment on that day. 


Mr. FITCH. On that resolution I call the ` 


revious question. 


The SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the » 


rules is not debatable. 
Nr. DAWES. Will not that cut off the con- | 
sideration of appropriation bills? 
The SPEAKER. It cuts off everything. 
Mr. CULLOM. And gives away the pub- | 
lic lands by hundreds of thousands of acres. | 
The question wastaken ; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 52, noes 70. i 
So (the affirmative not being two thirds) the 
motion to suspend the rules was not agreed to. 


REMISSION OF FINES. 


. Mr. CULLOM. I move that the. rules be 
-80 suspended as to adopt the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That all fines imposed by this House npon 
members on account of their absence from itssession 
on Friday evening, the 22d instant, be, and the same 
are hereby, remitted. 

. _ The question was taken ; and upon a division 
there were—ayeg 82, noes 48, 


1 


i ings. 
ı have present a sufficient number to do business, 


Before the result of the vote was announced, © 
: plead in excuse of their absence the delinquen- 


Mr. CULLOM called for tellers. 

. Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. CuLLox and 
Mr. Scnexck were appointed. ieee 

The House again divided; and the ‘tellers | 
reported that there were—ayes 79, noes 38... _ 

Before tke result of this vote was announced, © 

Mr. DAWES called for the yeas and nays. | 

Mr. SCHENCK. Iwant to move an amend- 
ment to the resolution. ` s 

The SPEAKER. A motion to ee 

le. 


| 


rules is neither debatable nor amenda 

The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and there were forty in the 
affirmative, 


So (the affirmative being more than one fifth | 


of the last vote) the yeas and nays were or- 
dered. Soret fe 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Does the same‘ vote | 
that suspends the rules Pn the resolution? ` 

The SPEAKER. That isthe form of the 
motion; but one vote is required. =s 

The question was then taken; and it was | 
decided in the negative—yeas 86, nays 58, not | 
voting 88; as follows: ant 


YEAS—Messrs, Ambler, Armstrong, Ayer - 
num, Barry, Beaman, Beck, ennett, Le ed 
Bird, Booker, Buck Buckley. Buffinton, Burchard, 
Burdett, Cake, Calkin, William T. Clark, Clinton 
Ju. » Cook, Cox, Callóm, Dickinson, 
Farnsworth, Fisher, Garfield, Gibson, Gilfillan, 
Haight, Hamill, Hamilton. Heflin, Hill, Hoge, Hotch- 
. kiss, Jenckes, Alexander H.Jones, Thomas L.J. ones, | 
Judd, Kellogg, Knott, Lawrence, Logan, Lyneh, 
Mars all. McCormick, McKee, McK enz e, McNeely, | 
Mercur, Hiiakim H. Moore, Morphis, Samuel P. Moro | 
rill, Negley, Niblack, Palmer, Peters, Phelps, Pom- | 
“eros, Prosser, Randall, Rice, Sawyer, Lionel A. | 
Sheldon, William Sinyth, Stevenson, Stiles, Strader, 
Swann, Sweeney, Tafle, Tanner, Tillman, Trimble, 
y an Ailen, Van Trump; ype Wyck, Wheeler, Whit- 

. ard, Winans, in i 

Wendmard 6 , chester, Watcher, and ! 
a NAYS- Messrs. Arnell, Asper, Atwood, Beatty; | 
Benjamin, Benton, Blair, George M. roe Caa ; 
Sidney Clarke, ; 
Donley 
ley, H 


Dixon, 


Conger, Conner, Dawes, Degener. | 
kerri Finkelnburg Getz, Hate eat 


ay, Heaton, Hoar, Holman, on, | 


1 


` Lash, 


‘ cies of others. 
i “ing my mation to go into the Committee of the 
Whole, I am willing to yield to several gentle- 
men who wish to present matters which I únder- | 


ii the first 
“ Iskand; [ 


Kotley; Kelsey, Kerr, Lafin, Maynard, McCarthy, 
Wihan Mood, O'Neill Orth, Packard, Packer, 
Perce, Rogers, Schenck, Scofield, Starkweather, 


| Stovens, Stone, Strong, Taylor, Townsend, Twichell, 


‘Tyner, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B. Wash- 
burn, Welker, and Williams—a3. . 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Ames, 


. Archer, Axtell, Bailey, Banks, Biggs, Boles, Bowen, 
| Boyd, 
: Roderick R. Butler, Churchill, Cleveland, Amasa ‘ 


James Brooks, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, 
Cobb, Coburn, Covode, Cowlss, Crebs, Davis, Dickey, 
Dockery, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Eldridge, Ferry, Fitch, 
Fox, Griswold, Haldeman, Hambleton, Harris, Haw- 
kins, Hays, Ingersoll, Jutian, Ketcham, Knapp, 

Loughridge, Mayham, McCrary, McGrew, 
Milnes, Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, Danie! J. Morrell, 
Morrissey, Mungen, Myers, Paine, Peck, Platt, 
Poland, Porter, Potter, Reeves, Ridgway, Roots, San- 
ford, Sargent, Schumaker, Shanks, Porter Sheldon, 
Sherrod, Shobor, Slocum, John A. Smith, Joseph S. 
Smith, William J. Smith, Worthington C. 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Upson, Van Horn, 
Voorhces, Ward, Wells, Wilkinson, Eugene M. Wil- 
son, John T. Wilson, and W ood—83. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
motion to suspend the rules was not agreed to. 

During the roll-call, ; 

Mr, DAVIS said: I wish to inquire whether 
the effect of this resolution is to refund the 
fines to those who have paid them. 


Smith, . 


The SPEAKER. It would have that effect. 


Mr. DAVIS. Then I decline to vote. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. A case of conscience! 
[ Laughter. ] 


“  Theresult ofthe vote was announced as above 
“stated. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I have risen | 


for the purpose of submitting a motion to sus- 


| pend the. rules, in order that the House may 


resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on ! 
| the special order.. Before the question is taken | 
upon that motion I wish, with the permission | 


of the House, to. give notice that I shall begin 


to-morrow morning, and continue as long as it 


-may seem to be necessary, to ask for a eall of 
the House immediately after the reading of 


the: Journal every day. My-objeet is not toj 


-press the matter any further than to have the 
‘roll called, and then if there be a quorum pres- 
‘ent move to dispense with further proceed- 
This will show every day whether we 


and if so, who they are. I find that gentlemen 


Mr. Speaker, before press- 


stand will consume but little time. I yield in 
pan to the 
r: Drxon.] 


FUR-BEARING ANIMALS IN ALASKA. 


“Mr, DIXON. _For the purpose of bringing ` 
-before the House a-subjeqt to which the atten- | 


| 


' jn the trade, and the protection of the seal 


tion of Congress has been called hy the Presi- | 


i of the Treasury, and in order to secure actin 


i 


ooper, Johnson, ||- 


-bill, No. 32, tọ prevent the exterm 
|| far-bearing animals in Alaska. 


i; upon: tter which is of great interest to the || j 
pon e a h 8 os | all the laws and requirements of Congress and of the 


Government and.in relation to whichimmediate | 


legislation is necessary, J move.-a suspension 


reporting by the Committee on Commerce and 
the immediate passage by the House of a syb- 
stitute which I am directed to report for Senate 
ination of 


_ Mr. SCHENCK... If I yield for the 


Mr. DAWES. I hope.the previous question ` 
will not be called. I wish to offer a substitute | 
I agree that there ought to be | 


for that bill. 


‘| some legislation upoa the:subject; but E hope 


the gentleman will not cut off amendments: 
Mr: RANDALL.. Mr. Speaker, if the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Scnencx] yields, mast 
he not yield absolutely ? one? 
The SPEAKER. He doesyield absolutely; 
-but the Chair will inform the gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania [Mr. Ranpa] that it makes no 


difference, because after this question is dis- 


i| posed of the Chair will feel bound to réecagnize 
i| the gentleman from Ohio in preferende to any 


other member on the floor. Does the gentle- 


f oqnsidera- 
; tion of this bill it ig with the understanding that | 
the’ gentleman will call the previoug question. | 


‘| -of the rules, for the purpoae of authorizing the |, 


: upon -the islands of St. Paul and 


man from Rhode Island [Mr. Dixon] move to 
suspend the rules in order to pass the bill at 
once? 

Mr. DIXON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAWES. That will prevent the bill 
from being amended. 

The SPEAKER. The bill, as amended by 
the committee, will be reported in full. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
- Be ü enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 


bled, That it shall be unlawful to kill any fur seal 
St. George, or in 


: the waters adjacent thereto, except during tho 


. eaoh year; and it shall’ 


September, and October, in 


months of Juno, Jul ; 
be unlawful to kill such seals 


‘at any time by the use of firearms, or use other means 


: the privilege of killing such 


to drive the seals away froin said islands : 
That the natives of said islands shall have 
zone seals as may be 

necessary for their own food and clothing during 
other months, and also such old seals as may be re- 


tendin 
Provide 


_ quired for their own clothing and for. tho manufac- 


. ture of boats for their own. use 


' one year old 


‘be presorih 


, which killing shall 
h regulationsasshall 
ed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SRO. 2. And be tt Surther enacted, That it shull bo 
unlawfulto kill any female seal, or any seal jess than 
„at any season of the year, except as 
above provided; and it shall aiso be unlawful to kill 
any soal in the waters adjaoont to said islands, or on 
the beaches, cliffs, or rocks where they haul up from 
the sea to remain; and any person who shall violate 
either of the provisions of this, or the first section of 
this act, shall be punished, on conviction thereof, for 
each offense by a fine of not less than $200 nor more 


than $1,000, or by imprisonment not exceedin 


be limited and controlled by suc 


six 


: months, or, by such fine and imprisonment both, at 


the discretion of the court having jurisdiction and 
taking cognigance of the offense; and all vessols, 
their tackle, apparel, and furniture, whosecrew shall 
be found engaged in the violation of any of the pro- 
yieions of this act shall bo forfeited to. the United 
States, ; , : . 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That for the period 
-of twenty years from and after tho passage of this 


| aot the number of fur-seals which may ho killed for 


their skins upon tho island of Saint Paul is hereby 
limited and restricted ta seventy-five thousand per 


, annum; and the number of. fur-seals which may be 


killed for their skins uponthe island of Saint George 
„is hereby limited and restricted to twenty-five thou- 
sand per annum; Provided, That the Secretary of 
tho Treasury may restrict and limit the right of kill- 
ing, if it shall become necessary for the prescrvation 
of such seals, with sech proportionate roduction of 
the rents reserved to the Government as shall be 
right and proper; andif any. person shall knowingly 
violate either of the provisions of this soction ho 
shall, upou due conviction thereof, be punished in 
the same way as is provided herein for a violation 
pi the provisions of the first and second sections of 
is ac : 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That immediately 
after the passage of this, act the Secretary of tho 


- Treasury shall lease for the rental mentioned in sec- 


| tion six of this act, to proper and responsible parties 
' to the best advantage of the United States, having 


gentleman from Rhode q 


‘ native: inhabitants, the parties heretofore 


ue regard to the interests of the Government, the 
engaged 
fisheries, 


‘for a term of twenty years from the Ist day of May, 


1870, the right to engage in the: business of taking 
fur seals on the islands of St. Paul and St.. George, 
and tq send a vessel or vessels to said islands for the 


Sumi of sneh seals, giving to the loseg or ienes or 
i t ‘| Said islands a lease duly executed.in duplicate, no 
dent of the United States and by the Secretary | transferable, and taking from the lessee or lessees of 


| said islands a bond with sufficient sureties in a sum 


not less than $500,000, for tho faithful observance of 


‘regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury touching 


‘the subject-matter of taking fur seals, and disposing 


of the same, and for the payment of all taxes rnd 
dues aceruing to the United States connected therc- 
with. And in making said bease the Secretary of the 
. Treasury shall have due regard to the preservation 
of the seal-fur trade of said islands, and the comfort, 


: maintenance, and education of the natives thereof, 


, The said lessees shall furnish to the several masters 


' of vessels employed by them portifed 


: ed copies of the 
lease held by them respectively, which shall be pre- 
sented to the Government revenue officer fer: the 


. time being who may bo:in charge at the said. islands 
“as the authority of the party for Janding and taking 


skins, . 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That at the ex- 
piration of said term of twenty years, or on surrender 
or. forfeiture of any tease, other leases may-he made 


‘ik manner as aforesaid for other terms of twenty 
years: but vo persons, other than American eitizens 


| 
j 


shall be permitted, by lease or otherwise, to occupy 
said islands, or either of them, for the purpose of 


. takihg the sking of far seals therefrom, nor shall any 


foreign vessel be engaged in taking such skins; and 


ij- the Secretary of the ‘freasury shall vacate and de- 
; Clare any lease forfeited if the same be. held or 
|. operated for the use, benefit, or advantage, directly 


or indirectly, of any person or. persons other than 
American citizens. Every tease shall contain.a cov- 


. enant on the part of the lessee that he will not keep, 


sell, furnish, give, or dispose of any distilled spirits 
or spirituous Jiquors on either of said islands to any 
of the natives thercof, such person not being a-physi- 
cian and furnishing the same for use as medicine ; 
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and any person who shall kill any fur seal on either || 


of said islands or in the waters adjacent thereto with- |! Packard, Packer, Peck, Peters, 


out authority of the lessees thereof, and any per- | 


son who shall molest, disturb, or interfere with said | 


lessees, or either of them, ortheir agents or employés, 
in the lawful prosecution of their 


provisions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a . 


misdemeanor, and shall for each offense, on convic- 
tion thereof, be punisbed in the same way and by 


like penalties as prescribed in the second section of | 
apparel, ap- 


this act; and all vessels, their tackle, 
purtenances, and cargo, whose crew shall be found 
engaged in any violation of either of the provisions 
of this section, shall be forfeited to the United States; 
and if any person or company, under any lease herein 
authorized, shall knowingly kill or permit to be 
killed any number of seals exceeding the number 
for each island in this act prescribed, such person 


or company shall in addition to the penalties and . 


forfeitures aforesaid, also forfeit the whole number 
of the skins of seals killed in that year; or, in case 
the same have been disposed of, then said person or 
company shall forfeit the value of the same. And 
it shall be the duty of any revenue officer, officially 


acting as such on either of said islands, to seize and . 


destroy any distilled, spirits 
found thereon: ed, That such officer shall 
make detailed report of his doings to the collector 
of the port. E 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the annual 
rental to be reserved by said lease shall be not less 
than $50,000 per annum, to be secured by deposit 
of United States bonds to that amount, and in ad- 
dition hereto a revenue tax or duty of two dollars 
is hereby laid upon each fur-seal skin taken and 
shipped from said islands, during the continuance 
of auch lease, to be paid into the Treasury of the 
United States; and the Secretary of the Treasury is 


or spirituous liquors : 


| 
i 


Eliakim H. Moore, Morgan, Niblack, Orth, 
Poland, Pomeroy, 
Prosser, Randall, Rice, Sargent, Sawyor, Shanks, 
Sherrod, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, William 


Neely, 


: Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Stiles, Stokes, Stone, 


usiness under the © 


: Horn, Van Trump, Voorhees, Welker, Wells, Wheeler, f 
: Whitmore Winchester, Wood, and Woodward—110. © Ai $ ee 

F ’ tion should provide not only for procuring a 
Blair, Buffinton, Burchard, Roderick R, Butler,Cako, burial-place, but for the erection of a monv- 


- Covode, Cullom, 


' Bailey, Banks, Biggs, Boles, 


‘ way, Roots, Schumaker, 


Strickland, Strong, Swann, 


Stoughton, Strader, 
Twichell, Van Auken, Van 


Sweeney, Taffe, Trimble, 


‘AYS—Messrs. Allison Arnell, Beaman, Benton, 


Cessna, Sidney Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Davis, Dawes, Dockery, Donley, 
Farnsworth, Gilfillan, Hale, Harris, Hawkins, Haw- 
ley, Hay, Heaton, Hoar, Alexander H. Jones, Kelley, 
Kelsey, Knapp, Lafin, Loughridge, 
Carthy, McKee, Mercur, William Moore, 
Samuel P. Morrill, O'Neill, Paine, Palmer, Rogers, 
Sanford, Schenck, Scofield, William J. Smith, Tay- 
lor, Tillman. Tyner, son, Ward, Cadwalader C. 


Washburn, William B. Washburn, Wilkinson, Wil- , 


lard, Williams, and Witcher—60. 
NOT V 


OTING—Messrs. Ames, Archer, Axtell, | Sf the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox,] 


ey., „Bowen, Boyd, Burr, 
Benjamin F. Butler, Churchill, Cleveland, Cook, 
Crebs, Dickey, Duval, Dyer, Ela, 
Haldeman, Hill, Julian, Ketcham, Lash, 


Ferry, Griswold, | 
Logan, |: 


Mayham, McGrew, Milnes, Jesse H. Moore, Daniel : 


J. Morrell, Morrissey, Mungen, 
Perce, Phelps, Platt, Porter, Potter, Reeves, 


Myers, Negley, | 
Ridg- : 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter ‘: 


Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, Worthington C. Smith, | 


| Stevenson, 


‘| M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, and Winans—s7. 


So the rules were not suspended, two thirds | 


' not having voted in favor thereof. 


hereby empowered and authorized to make all need- | 


ful rules and regulations for the collection and pay- 
ment of the same, for the comfort, maintenance, 
education, and protection of the natives of said 
islands, and also for carrying into full effect all the 
provisions of this act: Provided further, That the 


ecretary of the Treasury may terminate any lease — 
given to any person, company, or corporation, on full | y 4 
Colonel Samuel W. Price, of the twenty-first 


and satisfactory proof of the violation of any of the 


provisions of this act or the rules and regulations 
established by him: Provided 


retary of tho Treasury is hereby authorized to deliver 


to the owners the fur-seal skins now stored on the 


islands, on the payment of one dollar for each of |; 
aken and shipped away by said owners. | 
cleat 


said skins t 

SEC. T. And be tt further enacted, That the 
visions of the seventh and eighth sections of an 
act to extend the laws of the United States relating 
to customs, commerce, and navigation over the ter- 
ritory ceded to the United States by Russia, to estab- 
lish a collection district therein, and for other pur- 
poses, approved July 27, 1868, shall be deemed to 
apply to this act; and all prosecutions for offenses 
committed against the provisicns of this act, and all 


other proceedings had because of the violations of | r : € í 
|! that it may be printed, a substitute for the bill 


the provisions of this act, and which are authorized 
by said act above mentioned, shall be in accordance 
with the provisions thereof; and all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 8. And be tt further enacted, That the Con- 
gress may at any time hereafter alter, amend, or 
repeal this act. 

Mr. DIXON. Iam willing to amend the 
motion so that the bill may be printed. ° 
Mr. DAWES. I desire to have some under- 
standing about the time the gentleman is to 
call it up. 
The question recurred on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules. ` 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 
76, noes 41. 
Mr. HOLMAN demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Dixon and 
Mr. Dawes were appointed. 
_ Mr. SCOFIELD. Is the motion to pass the 
job through now or to act on it afterward? 
The SPEAKER. The motion is to suspend 
the rules to bring the bill before the House for 
consideration. : 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I beg pardon; I ought to 
have said bill. : 
_ The House again divided; and the teller 
reported—ayes 94, noes 40. 
Mr. PAINE demaded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question wastaken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 110, nays 60, not voting 
57; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams,Ambler, Armstrong, T, 
Atwood, Ayer, Barnum, Barry, Beatty, Beck, en- || 
Bingham, Bird, Booker, George M. | 


jamin. Bennett. 
rooks, Ja 
kin, William T. Clark, Coburn, Conger, Conner, 
- Cowles, Cox, Degener, Dickinson, Dixon, Dox, Eld- 
ridge, Ferriss, Finkeinburg, Fisher, Fitch, Fox, Qar- 
field, Getz, Gibson, Haight, Hambleton, Hamill, 
Hamilton, Hays, Heflin, Hoge, Holman, Hooper, 
- Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Johnson, Thomas L. 
Jones, Judd, Kellogg, Kerr, Knott, Lawrence, Lynoh, 
. Marshall, McCormick, McCrary, McKenzie, Mce- 


James Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Burdett, Cal- ; 


further, That the Sec- || 


` ana, [Mr. 


ENROLLED BILL. 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 


rolled Bilis, reported that they had examined | 
and found truly enrolled the following bill ; | 


when the Speaker signed the same: 


An act (H. R. No. 271) for the relief of į 


Kentucky volunteers. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, I ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to yield to me. 

Mr. SCHENCK. If Lyield to anybody it 
will be to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Kerg.) I promised him before any one else. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I appeal to the gentle- 
man from Michigan to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. DAWES. I ask to present, in order 


in reference to fur-bearing seals. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I demand the regular order 
of business——— 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ihave given notice to all 
the gentlemen who have motions to submit 
that if the regular order is not insisted upon I 
would yield first to the gentleman from Indi- 
Kerr. | 
Mr. IN 


Laughter. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. 
and of the House a favor. 
joint resolution read at the desk, and when it 
is read I am sure there is not a man in the 
House who will object to it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot con- 
sent to that being done as long as the gentle- 


i man from Michigan [Mr. Beaman] insists on 
| the regular order. 


Mr. LOGAN. I ask the gentleman from 
Michigan to allow the joint resolution to be 


| read. Itis with reference to the burial of the 


late General John A. Rawlins. 
Mr. BEAMAN. I waive the demand for 
the regular order for that purpose. 


THE LATE GENERAL RAWLINS. 


GERSOLL. I desire to make a par- | 
liamentary inquiry. Is it not in order for the '| 
House to vote down the motion of the gentle- || 
| man from Ohio? 


Tanner, Townsend, Van Wyck, Eugeno | 


rise to ask of the Chair. 


I desire to have a '! i ae 
‘| game privilege is not given to me as 18 given 


Mr. LOGAN, by unanimous consent, in- | 


troduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 267) | 
in relation to a burial-place for the remains of | 
-General John A. Rawlins; which was read a 


first and second time. 
The question was on ordering the joint res- 


! olution to be engrossed and read a third time. 


The joint resolution was read. It 


t re . appoint 
as a commission, and as such directs General 


; Giles A. Smith, General John A. Smith, and 
-General Eli S. Parker to procure a proper 


 burial-place for the remains of General John 


Maynard, Mc- |: 
Morphis, ` 


i 
j 


A. Rawlins, late Secretary of War, and pro- 
vides that the cost of the same be paid out of 
any contingent fund of the War Department. 
Mr. LOGAN. I ask for the passage of the 
joint resolution. I have no desire to make 
any remarks upon it at all. 
Mr. COX. I would suggest that the resolu- 


ment. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I think it right that it 
should be stated that General Rawlins’s remains 
lie unburied in a public vault in a cemetery 
near this city. It isa shame to the city and 
to the Government that this should be the case. 

Mr. LOGAN. Itis for that reason that I 
offer this resolution. Iaccept the proposition 


and move to amend by adding after the words 
Secretary of War “and have erected a suit- 
able monument on the grave.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The joint resolution, as amended, was then 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time ; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 


| also moved that the motion to reconsider be 


laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


The title was amended by adding the words 
“and the erection of a monument over his 
remains.”’ 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent leave of absence was 

sven to Mr. Stocum for one week; to Mr. 
Tan Horn for fifteen days; to Mr. RANDALL 
for two days; to Mr. Davis for ten days; to 
Mr. Smita, of Vermont, for the remainder of 
this week, and to Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas, for 
Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. Iam sure the gentle- 
man from Michigan [Mr. Beaman] will not 
object to the resolution which I desire to offer 
when he hears it read. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I insist on the regular 


order. 

Mr. PETERS. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. MaynarD] will withdraw his 
demand for the sake of allowing me to ask 
unanimous consent to report a resolution of 
great public importance from the Committee 
on the Judiciary. . 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Does the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] make a gen- 


: eral withdrawal of his demand ? 


Mr. MAYNARD. Ido not. inte 
Mr. INGERSOLL. “Then I object. If the 
to others I sball insist on the regular order. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
that if the gentleman from Ohio is allowed to 
yield for a few motions which would pass by 
unanimous consent it would not consume much 
time.- There are several gentlemen who are 
pressing upon the Chair for permission to sub- 
mit motions, and of course the Chairis power- 
less in the matter. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK. JI will yield first to the 
gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Peters. | 


WRECKED AND ABANDONED PROPERTY. 


Mr. PETERS, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, with amendments, thejointresolution (H. 
R. No. 173) to enable the Secretary of War to 
collect wrecked and abandoned property, dere- 
lict claims, and dues belonging to the United 
States. 

T'he question was on ordering the joint reso- 
lution tv be engrossed and read a third time. 

The joint resolution, as amended by the com- 
mittee, authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury 


-to make such contracts and provisions as he 


may deem most advantageous for the interests 
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of the Government, for the preservation, sale, 
or collection of any property which may have 
been wrecked, abandoned, or become dere- 
lict, being within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, or which ought to come to the United 
States, or any moneys, dues, and other interests 
belonging to the United States which are now 
withheld or retained by any person, corpora- 
tion, or municipality whatever, and which ought 
to have come into the possession and custody 


of, or heen collected or received by the United | 


States; and in such contracts to allow such 
compensation to any person giving information 


thereof, and who shall actually preserve, col- || 
ii not consent fo it and does not wish it to pass. 
Mr. PETERS. I supposed that he did. I' 


! move that the rules be suspended and the joint | 


lect, surrender, or pay over the same, as the 


Secretary of the Treasury may deem just and |; 


reasonable; provided, that no cost or claim, 
of whatever name or nature, shall become 
chargeable to the United States in so obtain- 
ing, preserving, collecting, receiving, or making 
available property, debts, dues, or interests 
which shall not be paid from such moneys as 
ghall be realized and received from the prop- 
erty so collected under each specific agree- 


ment, 
Mr.. PETERS. [hope there will be unani- | 


mous consent to the passage of this joint reso- 
lution, and I desire to make a single remark 
with reference to it. There is a great amount 
of munitions of war which had been secreted 
at the close of the rebellion, and this is to 
authorize the Secretary of War to take meas- 
nres to reclaim property of that kind. If this 
does not become law soon this property will 
soon be out of our reach, as a good deal of it 
is out of our reach already. 

Mr. WOOD. I object. ; 

Mr. PETERS. I move to suspend the rules, 
in order that the bill may be put upon its 


passage. 
Mr. WOOD. If the gentieman will permit 
me to say a word or two I may withdraw my 
objection on hearing the explanations whick 
the gentleman may have to offer with regard 
to the joint resolution. My objection to it is 
that it is entirely too sweeping in its character ; 
that it authorizes an executive officer of the 
Government to do that which, in my judgment, 
the House should not authorize him to do, and 
that it is proposed to put through a measure 
of this character without an opportunity for 
debate. We have a large claim, for instance, 
in England. There are municipalities North 
and South which claim to have in their pos- 
session some articles which under this resolu- 
tion the Secretary of War might claim. Then, 
again, it authorizes the Secretary to expend any 
amount of money that he may see proper in 
an attempt to recover some property, whether 
it belonged to the Government or not. Now, 
if the gentleman can explain away the grounds 
of my objection I wil probably withdraw it. 
Mr. PETERS. Ifthe House will pardon me, 
I will say that the joint resolution as read was 
the printed one without the written amend- 
ments which were put in by the Judiciary 
Committee and which considerably soften the 
rigorous enactment to which the gentleman 
objects, and also that one of the amendments 
provides that it shall be property within the 
jurisdiction of the United States at this time. 
The amendments have been framed with a great 
deal of care and consideration by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and the joint resolu- 
tion is reported unanimously. 
The single object of the joint resolution is 
just this: there were large quantities of muni- 
tions of war and public property which at the 
close of the rebellion were secreted somewhere 
in the South. Perhaps it would not be advis- 
able to name the precise locality at this time. 
This property is being carried off piecemeal 
_ into Mexico, but it is of a character not to be 
easily moved at once, and the object of this 
joint resolution is to authorize the Secretary 
to make such bargains and provisions as he 
gees fit, under the circumstances of the case, to 
reclaim the property, but to make no bargain 


Government to any expense but what will be 
repaid out of the property. I thiuk that the 
friends of the gentleman from New York on 
the Judiciary Committee were perfectly satis- 
fied that the joint resolution ought to pass, 


after a great deal of consideration, and it- 
‘| o'clock I will not ask for an evening session. 


ought to pass now to be made available. 
Mr. WCOD. I would ask the gentleman 


| from Maine if the gentleman from Indiana, 


[Mr. KERR,] who is on that committee, as- 
sented to this resolution ? 

Mr. PETERS, I supposed he did. If he did 
not I am not aware of it. 

Mr. WOOD. I am informed that he did 


resolution passed. 
Mr. PAINE. Before that motion is put I 


; would like to have the gentleman inform the. 


House why it is desirable in this case to have 


the work done by contract instead of. through : 


the agency of officers of the Government as in 
ordinary cases. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| 


Mr. PETERS. Theresolution provides that 


the Secretary shall make contracts or provis- 
ions, It is left discretionary with the Secre- 


tary, and I know that nobody will have any | 


doubt that he will pursue the best course under || 


the circumstances in relation to it. 


Mr. WOOD. 1 would like to inquire if the | 


pending motion would preclude any further | 


discussion on this subject? Is. the motion to 


suspend the rules and pass the joint resolution? | 


Mr. PETERS. That is my motion. 


Mr. WOOD. Well, I hope the gentleman | 


will not force this measure through the House 
until. we have some more light on the subject. 

Mr. PETERS, I shall try it at all events. 

The question was put on Mr. Perers’s mo- 
tion; and there were—ayes 81, noes 41, 

Mr. PETERS called for tellers. - 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. PETERS and 
Mr. Woop were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 99, noes 47. 

So (two thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended; andthe joint resolution, 
as amended by the Judiciary Committee, was 
passed, 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gor- 
HAM, its Secretary, announced that the Senate 
had passed, without amendment, the joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 116) to construe an act 
entitled ‘‘ An act to amend an act entitled an 
‘Act to confirm certain land claims inthe Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico?” ` 

Also, that the Senate had passed the bill (H. 
R. No. 9) extending the time for revising and 
consolidating the statutes of the United States, 
with amendments, in which he was directed to 
ask the concurrence of the House. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate insisted on their amendment, disagreed 
to by the House, to the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 120) declaratory of the meaning and inten- 


tion of the law relating to income tax, asked 


a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. 
SHERMAN, Mr. WILLIAMS, and Mr. MORRILL of 
Vermont, conferees on the part of the Senate. 

The message farther announced that the 
Senate insisted on their amendment to the bill 
(H. R. No. 1595) to amend an act entitled 
“An act providing for the taking of the sev- 
enth and subsequent censuses of the United 
States, and to fix the number of the members 
of the House of Representatives, and to pro- 
vide for their fature apportionment among the 
several States,’’ approved May 23, 1850, asked 
a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. 
Conx.inc, Mr. BAYARD, and Mr, CARPENTER 
conferees on the part of the Senate. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask unanimous con- 


or condition whatever whereby he will put the || sent to offer a resolution. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I insist on the regular 
order of business. f 

Mr: SCHENCK. Then I will move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
special order; and if we can work until five 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I object to working until 
five o’clock unless I can get in my resolution. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I ask leave to report an 
appropriation bill, so that it may be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. MaynarpD] has called forthe reg- 
ular order, which is the motion of the gentle- 


"© man from Ohio [Mr. Scuexcr] to suspend the 


rules and resolve the House into Committee of 
the Whole on the special order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Let us vote that down 
and beat the Committee of Ways and Means 
once. 

The question was taken ; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 66, noes 50, 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. INGERSOLL called for tellers on the 
motion to suspend the rules and go into Com- 


| mittee of the Whole. 


The question ‘was taken upon ordering tell- 
ers; and there were—ayes fourteen. 
So (the affirmative not being one fifth of a 
quorum) tellers were not ordered. 
Accordingly, the motion of Mr. ScHENOK was 
agreed to. 
TARIFF BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. WHEELER in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist- 
ing laws relating to the duty on imports, and 
for other oa oses. f 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report 
the penuing paragraph as it has been amended 
by the Committee of the Whole. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On alliron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms, 
less finished than bars and more advanced than pig 
iron, except castings, $18 per ton: Provided, That on 
all ends, clippings, punchings, turnings, and borings 
of new iron, fit only to be remanufactured into ingots 
and bars, a duty shall be paid of $11 per.ton. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending amend- 
ment is one offered by the gentleman from 
Michigan, [Mr. Concer, ] and will be read by 
the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Add to the paragraph thefollowing: — 

Provided further, Toot any such ends, clippings, or 
punchings which shall have been cut, stamped, or 
partially prepared for any article of manufacture, 
and which shall be entered or attempted to be en- 
tered under this subdivision, shall be forfeited to the 
United States. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘When the Committee 
of the Whole was last in session upon this bill 
tellers were ordered upon the pending amend- 
ment. Upon a division the tellers reported 
that no quorum voted. The tellers, Mr. Con- 
GER and Mr. HawLey, will again resume their 
station, and the committee will again vote on 
this amendment. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported that there were—ayes 79, noes 36. 

So the amendment was adopted. 


While the committee was dividing, 

Mr. VOORHEES said: I desire to state that 
I am paired with Mr. MoRrRELL, of Pennay!l- 
vania, upon all questions relating to the tariff. 
J presume it is not necessary for me to explain 
how he would vote on this question if he were 
present, or how I would vote if I were not 
paired. 

The next paragraph was read, as follows: 


On iron bars, rolled or hammered, (comprising flat 
bars,) not less than oneand a half aor more than four 
inches wide, nor less than half an inch nor more than 
two inches thick, 1 cent per pound. i 

Mr. ALLISON. I move toamend the para- 
graph just read by striking out the words ‘(and 
a half;? also by striking out ‘‘four,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘ six; also by striking out ‘‘ half,” 
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and inserting ‘‘three eighths;’’ so’ that the | 


paragraph, if thus amended, will read : 


On iron bars, rolled or hammered, (comprising flat 
bars,) not less than one nor more than six inches 
wide, not less than three eighths of an inch nor more 
than two inches thick, 1 cent per pound. 


classification in the existing law. 


on any article. Members will see that by the 


classitication proposed by the Committee of | 


Ways and Means certain iron on which is now 
paid a duty of 1 cent per pound is brought 
within a classification which subjects it to a 
duty of more than 1 cent per pound. I do not 


desire to occupy the attention of this commit- .. 


tee further, nor do I deem it necessary to do so. 


~ consideration of the 


Mr. SCHENCK. If the gentleman desires | 
to go back to the present law he will follow ` 


up this amendment, I suppose, by correspond- | 


ing amendments to the other paragraphs, and 
change the rates of duty also. 

Mr. ALLISON. No, sir. 

Mr. SCHENCK. ‘The present classifica» 
tion, as the gentleman says, is of iron not less 
than one inch nor more. than six inches wide, 
and not less than one half of aninch nor more 
than two inches thick. . And in the paragraph 
following the one now under consideration a 
corresponding difference in classification is 
proposed. The gentleman omits to notice 
that we put a duty of 1} cents per pound oniron 
which now pays a duty of 14 cents per pound. 


I am advised by those who have made the | 


examination more closely than I have been 


able to do, with reference to the quantity of | 


each ofthese classes brought in, that upon the 


whole this will be, and must necessarily be to | 


some extent, a reduction. Although the class 
of bar iron brought in at } cent is, as I said, 
made larger than the corresponding class in 
the existing law, yet the difference is compen- 
sated by bringing down that which now pays 
14 cents to 1} cents, as gentlemen will see by 
casting their eyes along the next paragraph. 
On the larger class the present duty amounts, 
reduced to the ad valorem standard, to 443 
percent. The other class being brought down, 
this will probably run up to something like 50 
per: cent. ad valorem. The duty upon the 
class now paying the higher rate amounts to 
66} per cent. ad valorem, the rate being 14 
cents per pound, which is, however, reduced 
by this bill to 1}:cents. í 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire toask the chair 


‘man of the Committee of Ways and Means | 


whether the effect of thischange of classifica- 
tion is not to inerease the rate of duty upon 
certain importations of iron? I object to any 
increase of the rates, and I object especially 
to any increase’in this indirect way. If we 
increase the- rates at all, let it be done directly 
and not’by a change of classification. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Twil answer the gentle- 
man. This change ‘will tend to increase the 
rate on one class and to diminish the rate very 
considerably on the other. 

. Mr. ALLISON. Very well; when we reach 
that other class we can consider it, ; 

Mr. SCHENCK. Thegeneral effect will be 
practically adiminution. The gentleman knows 
very well it was nevet my purpose to increase 
the duty on iron. If we make any change I 
would rather. make a reduction of the prasent 
rates of duty. than an advance. . ‘The object ‘of 
the Committee of Ways and Means has beea 
to correct the classification so as to adapt it to 
the wants of the trade. “At the same time if 
by this classification there is an increase any- 
where, it is compensated. by bringing down 
other iron. in proportion in.one of the other 
classes. That has been done here. The present 
rates of duty are 1 cent per pound on oneclass 
` and 1$ cents per pound on the other. We 
propose to continue the two classes, making 
the duty 1 cent per pound on one of the classes, 
and 1} cents per pound upon the other. We 
do not propose to make any rate on bar iron 


t 


oris ; ti i i tall? What does it 
The. classification which I propose is the © tinkering Here apon iron al S aele 
hink we should und Oeste: 
think we should undertake in this bill to reduce | į the oj f classification which 
the classification and thereby increase the duty | ikony: mod toat BUCO DS E I bate 
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as high as 1} cents, which is the present law 
as to one of the classes. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move pro 
formato amend by striking out the pending 
paragraph. Mr. Chairman, what is the use of 


mean? I take it it must mean something. 
In my view it means a new classification of 


it is next to impossible for anybody but an | 


' expert to understand.- The classification em- |i 
‘braced in this bill has been made in the city 
i of Philadelphia by the iron-mongers convened 

' there. 


Their classification, which is given ina 
book which I hold in my hard, has been 
adopted, word for word, by the Committee of © 
Ways and Means, who are pressing it upon the 
House. 


The honorable chairman of the Committee | 
of Ways and Means is as intelligent as any- | 
' body and a great deal more intelligent than 


. almost everybody, but he is not intelligent | 


' enough to comprehend the effect of all these 


f right reserved tọ each member of the commit- 


various classes of iron, and he will not be until | 


he has graduated in some iron college in the |! 
i State of Pennsylvania. 


It requires an expert | 
to thoroughly understand all these ingenious | 
classifications of iron. | 

The honorable gentleman from Philadelphia | 
[Mr. KELLEY] will doubtless tell me again that | 
Í have Pennsylvania ‘‘on the brain.” I have.» 
She meets us here in every form, and pounds 
away, so that my constituents and the constit- . 
uents of other gentlemen cannot avoid bav- ; 
ing Pennsylvania ‘‘on the brain.’’ She has | 
knocked out of existence thirty or forty iron- 
founderies in the city which I in part represent, 
and thrown out of employ 20,000 people who are 
my constituents and- the constituents of other 
Representatives of the city of New York on 
this floor. Itis not to be wondered at then, 
that I, along with the whole couatry, have 
Pennsylvania “ upon the brain ;”’ for Pennsyl- 
vania in this matter of iron is hammering upon 
the brain of every consumer of iron in the 
country. 7 

I repeat the inquiry, why any tinkering at | 
all with iron if it does not mean something? | 
We would not see reported in this bill classi- 
fications which are copied from those furnished | 
by the Philadelphia iron organization if it did | 
not mean a great deal. The ingenious classi- 
fication in this and the succeeding paragraphs 
meansan increase of the duties oniron through- 


out. . | 
= Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I cannot: 
accept all‘the pleasant things which the gen- |, 
|) processes and by the additional labor involved 


tleman from New York says about Pennsyl- 


him on‘something. I shall be gratified if the | 
committee should strike out not only this par- ' 


vania; but I am glad for once to agree with |; 
| 


agraph from line three hundred and twenty- : tio i 
| tained as the fair point for dividing between 


nine to line three hundred and thirty-two, but | 
also the next paragraph. The committee sab- | 
mitted them, believing under the advice re- | 
ceived from the custom-houses and elsewhere 
that this classification was an improvement and | 
would simplify matters. These paragraphs 
involve a slight reduction of duty, taking into 
consideration the varieties of iron embraced 
in them. ae . 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. We are 
thankful for what Pennsylvania is willing to 
give us, however little. `. 3 pe 
.Mr. KELLEY. I shall not oppose any 
motion to. strike these two paragraphs out. I | 
wish. the committee to understand that in pre- | 
senting this classification we did not exactly | 
retain the present duty. We reduced it con- | 
siderably more than we raised it; so I shall | 
not resist the motion to strike out -these para- 
graphs, but on the contrary will exercise the | 


tee to vote independently on this question. 
Mr. SCHENOK. -I will remind the gentle- 
man from New York that those who came be- | 
fore the Committee of Ways and Means in the | 
iron-bar interest, while they asked to have a ; 
change of classification, did not ask to have 


the rate of duty lowered. They still wanted to 
retain 1 cent and 14 cents per pound; but we 
differed with them ; but since we were willing to 
change the classification we concluded we would 
bring the 14 down to 1} in making the change 
of classification. That is the history of the 
matter. ‘They never asked to have anything 
reduced to 1}; quite the reverse. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I hope we 
will follow the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania and strike out both of 
these paragraphs. . 

Mr. COX. I wish to say a word on this 


subject. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending 
amendment is exhausted. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 


I am willing 


| -to withdraw my amendment. 


- Mr. CONGER. I object to the withdrawal 
of any amendment. I want a vote. 

Mr. ALLISON. I wish to modify my amend- 
ment so as to strike out the second paragraph. 


‘| Strike out in lines three hundred and thirty 


and three hundred and thirty-one from the word 
‘than’? down to and including the word 
“thick,” being the words “‘ one and a half nor 
more than four inches wide, nor less than half 
an inch, nor more than two inches thick;’’ so 
the paragraph will then read: ‘f On iron bars, 
rolled or hammered (comprising flat bars) not 
less than three eighths of an inch thick, 1 cent 
per pound ;” and in addition to that I move to 
strike out the following paragraph, which is in 
these words: 


On iron bars, rolled or hammered, comprising flat 
barsless than one anda half inches or more than four 
inches wide, and less than one half of an inch and 
not less than three eighths of an inch thick; and on 
iron bars, rolled or hammered, more than two inches 
thick, 14 cents per pound. - 

Mr. MAYNARD. I do not suppure it will 
inform the committee much whether we have 
Pennsylvania onthe brain or not. Alithiscom- 
mittee want to know is whatis the principle on 
which this classification has been made. Itisa 
simple one which every one familiar with the 
making of iron will readily understand. They 
know the smaller iron is made as in the case 
of bar iron, the more processes it has to pass 


| through the more laboris involved in its wenu- 


| facture, and consequently the more the articles 
cost. Every time iron passes through the. pro- 
cess of rolling or hammering it loses a certain 
percentage of its weight, so that a ton of iron 
weighing 2,240 pounds after going through the 
various processes of rolling and hammering 
amounts only to 1,300 pounds of production. 
Itis because of the loss of iron by these repeated 


| that a higher duty is imposed on: the finer and 


| more elaborate classes of iron. The committee 
adopted this classification from the examina- 
| tion they made and the information they ob- 
the less expensive and more expensive clagses 
i ofiron. 'They made a reduction on the more 
| expensive classes from 1} to 14 cents per pound. 
I am satisfied if the committee understood the 
facts as they could get them by seeing the iron 
itself made and the processes passed through, 
together with the results, they would conclude 
the classification was just, and that one quarter 
of a cent per pound discrimination is not too 
much between the more elaborate and the less 
| elaborate kinds of iron; and therefore I think 
i the amendment ought not to prevail. - 


|| The question was on agreeing to Mr. ALLI- 


son’s amendment. : 

The question was put; and there. were on a 
division—ayes 45, noes 54; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and Mr. ALLISON and Mr. MAYNARD 
were appointed. — 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
| ers reported—ayes 55, noes 64.. ; 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

- Mr. COX. I move to amend the paragraph 
by striking out ‘ 1. cent per pound,’’ in the three 
| hundred and thirty-second line, and making 
| the duty half a cent per pound. I do so only 


1870. 
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for the purpose of making some remarks in 
reference to the peculiar classification of this 
kind of iron, When we voted on pig iron we 
always understood exactly what we were voting 


upon. j 
now. Outside of the members of the Commit- 


tee of Ways and Means and some other gen- `: 


tlemen of special experience few of us under- 
stand the classifications of this bill. 


almost defies analysis except by an expert, 
unless it be with regard to steel, to which we 
will come after awhile. 


The existing classification is all changed, and - 


changed in such a way that hardly any one can 


comprehend the classification as it now stands. |: 
` equivalent to an ad valorem rate of 112 per 


But one thing I know: that if we strike out 


these various paragraphs, as the gentleman | 


from the Philadelphia district [Mr. KeLLEY] 
would like us to do, leaving the present law in 
operation as regards the articles embraced by 
these paragraphs, there would be, according 
to my mode of computation, a large percent- 
age of duty running up to over 100 per cent. 
on these various kinds of iron. All those 
classes of iron known as bars, squares, flats, 
rounds, half-rounds, hoop, strap, scroll, sheet, 
&c., were taxed under the tariff of 1861 at an 
average rate of 78 cents per 100 pounds. This 
rate was raised by the tariff of 1862 to 89 cents; 
by the act of 1864 it stood at 89 cents; and by 
subsequent legislation it was increased to an 
average of $1 23 per 100 puunds. 
to say that the present bill, if I understand it 
rightly, proposes to raise the average of these 
rates to about $1 50 per 100 pounds. 


and the same increase is pro 
ered with textile fabrics, which is proposed to 
be maintained at5 cents per pound in addition 
to the rates on uncovered wire. This increased 
poe on wire will scarcely inure to the 

enefit of more than one single large manufac- 
turer in Massachusetts, as I am informed; 
while that on covered wire will merely force an 
additional tribute from the hoop-skirt manu- 
facturers in New York to this same monopoly 
in Massachusetts. The duties on halter and 
traae chains, both of which are reclassified, 
are proposed to be raised from the present 
rates of 2} and 3 cents per pound to 24, 3, and 
5 cents per pound. The rate on wrought-iron 
washers is proposed to be raised from 2 to 3 
cents per pound. And in the same manner 
are the rates on cast-iron vessels, stoves, and 
stove plates, and, in fact, nearly everything 
made of iron. On iron castings. the present 


rate is proposed to be raised from 30 to 35per | 


cent. As regards all these classes of iron I say 
there ought to be some scrutiny on the part o 


the House or the committee for the purpose of | 


having as nearly as possible a uniformity of 
daty on them. And this new classification I 
suspect just as my colleague from New York 
[Mr. Brooks] suspects it. It comes from Penn- 
sylvania, and it is-a suspicious circumstance 
when the gentlemen from Pennsylvania change 
the old classification and pretend to feel no 
interest in this bill all at once. Now, in my 
opinion, Mr. Chairman, this bill is about dead ; 
and I think the Pennsylvanians themselves, 
unless they can resurrect some feature of it 
when it is brought back to the House, will help 
us to kill it, and it will be interred, I believe, 
with universal acclamation. When this bill 
shall be buried scarcely any one will regret it. 
The present law, which has most of the sub- 
stantial features of this bill, will remain as the 
target for future political firing in the interests 
of trath and economy, and will be thoroughly 
riddled before the people.. When this bill 
shall have been cast aside as a mere~I was 
about to use a strong epithet, but I see the 
keen eye of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means upon me—I will say cast 
aside as a shrewd piece of political and eco- 
nomical trickery ; when the present bill is thus 
shoved aside by the House those who stand up 
for the interests of the people will have to go 


We could see then what we cannot see | 
: than one half the present tarif rates. 


I believe . 
that what follows in the bill after pig iron | 


I have only `i 


On wire : 
the rates are raised to half a cent per pound, |. 
sed on wire cov- | 


out before them and fight the present law with | 


all its enormities. There is where the fight 
will come when this bill will be shoved aside, 
unless the Committee of Ways and Means shall 
bring in another bill cutting down by more 


Under the present law, if I understand it 
rightly—and l speak, of course, with a good 


deal of reluctance on a matter which is so con- - 
fused by these new modes of classification— 


there is one kind of bar iron which pays a duty 


: of 1 cent a pound, and another which pays 
i. a duty of 1} cent per pound. I havea com- 


putation here based on the figures for 1868, by 
which it would appear that on the first class 
there would be under the present law a duty 


cent. on the original cost. The mode of com- 
putation is the same as I made use of the other 
day. I take the cost in England of what was 


‘imported from there at some $2,500,000; I 


take the exchange and premium on gold at 21 


|© per cent., equal to $525,000; the specific duty 


at 1 cent per pound, equal to 464 per cent., or 
$1,204,000; the freight or cost of importation 


i 20 per cent., or $500,000; importers’ profits, 

| &e., $600,000; making a total cost of $5,829,- 
: 000. Deducting the cost in the markets whence 
i imported, $2,500,000, there is left as the cost 
' of importation, freight, rate of duty, and all | 
| other charges, $2,800,000, or 112 per cent. on 
i the original cost of the first class of bar iron. 


{Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, I do not 


' know that it is necessary to attempt to set my 


friend over the way [Mr. Cox] right, because 
he began to instruct us by informing us that 
he has himself no information on the subject. 
I am glad to agree with him occasionally, and 
I give my hearty concurrence to that poros 
tion, and he has proved it by what he 

just now about the percentages when reduced 
to an ad valorem standard under the present 
tariff upon iron. Iholdin my hand the Treas- 
ury reports for last year, and I find the amount 
imported of this class of bar iron which is put 
at 1 cent per pound under the present tariff, 
and the amount imported of that class upon 


which we levied a rate of duty of 14 cents per | 
' pound. I find that the first clasa reduced to 


an average ad valorem, measured upon the 
invoices under which it was entered at the cus- 


| tom-house, hag been paying 443 per cent. ad 


valorem, and that the other class at 1} cente a 
pound has paid an average ad valorem of 603 
per cent. hoe a 

Now, what have we done? The iron man- 
ufacturers came to the Committee of Ways and 


Means and the custom-house people.came ta | 
ij the Committee of Ways and Means and repre- 


sented that the classilication by the size of the 


| bars, by the width of the bars, was not made | 
with due reference to the comparative value, 


and that all except the very smallest class of 


bars might be ranked: at 1 cent per pound. | 


They asked, therefore, a new classification, 
putting a portion in at 1 cent per pound, as 


was met by an agreement that their classifica- 
tion wag probably the better one, considering 
the relafive value of the large and small bars, 
but that we had no disposition to raise the 
duties on iron, which would be the effect of 
enlarging that which comes in at one rate and 
diminishing the other but keeping the same 
rate of duty; and so we proposed that while 


of duty upontheother. And thatis the reason 


graphs and go back to the present law. 


mittee of Ways and Means from the Philadel- 
phia district [Mr. KELLEY] to go back to the 
present law. And why? ‘Because our classi- 
fication, with the lowering of the rate of duty 
of 1} cents per pound to 1} cents per pound in 


as said || 


the outcome, makes some reduction in the 
general rate of duty on iron. ‘That is the whole 
of it. 


| Now, the Committee of Ways and Means 
|; have done no extraordinary thing in attempt- 
. ing to get to the best classification, having ref- 


erence to the sizes and the relative value of 
those sizes of bar iron. It has always been 
done heretofore: The only question is whether 
we may with propriety correct this classifica- 
' tion, and we have sought to correct it by 
changing the sizes. Butinasmuch as it would 
give benefit to the iron men, those interested 
in bar iron, if we at the same time retain the 


: higher rate of duty, 14 cents a pound on one 


class, we have reduced it to 1} cents per pound, 
and I do not care which the Committee of the 
Whole shall do. I have not the slightest inter- 
est in it, and care nothing about it. If they 
prefer to go back to the present rate of duties 
on iron, so be it. They will not offend me, 
. having arrived as nearly as I can at the best 
idea in this matter, and I believe they will not 
offend the iron men, for they rather preferthe 
| present tariff upon the subject to that which. 
' the Committee of Ways and Means propose. 
They would have preferred to have had the 
present rate of duties kept and the classifica- 
tion changed. . 
[Here the hammer fell. ] : 
Mr. COX. I am willing to withdraw my 
amendment. ; 
Mr. MAYNARD. Iobject. re: 
The question was put on Mr. Cox's amend- 
ment; and there were—ayes 40, noes 60; no 
' quorum voting, i 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Cox and Mr. 
MaYNarD were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 40, noes 77. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
strike out ‘‘1 cent per pound,”’ which is $22 40 
per ton, and to insert in lieu thereof ‘$18 per 
ton.” Mr. Chairman, let me ask this House 
and the iron consumers of the country also if 
$18 aton is not protection enough, is not bounty 
enough? Is it not enough for the iron lords 
| and iron-mongers of the country to have $18 
a ton upon iron bars, rolled or hammered, and 
all that species of iron which enters generally 
into the consumption of the country? Who 
| can go before the people of this country and 
| Say that a bounty of $18 per ton is not enough 
| to protect any interest whatever in this country? 
; If this sort of thing isto prevail throughout 


|, this bill I would rather give $6,000,000 right 
‘out of the Treasury to the iron-mongers of 


| Pennsylvania than to vote over and over, as 


ıı 18 proposed here, this system of duties; for 
|, by so doing we should gain at least $50,000,000 


. to the country. 

| __ The honorablegentleman from Pennsylvania 
| [Mr. Ketuey] says: “Oh! Iwill take this, and 
l will take the other also; for it is to our in- 
terest in Pennsylvania.” Now, whether or not 


£ i| the great arch-general of the tariff is to affect 
now, and another portion at 13 cents, but mak- j 
inga difference in the sizes. This proposition ` 


nonchalance and great indifference to this prop- 
osition, I hope the other side of the House— 
no, I do not mean the other side of the House 
poner y because we are beginning now to 

ave about half the gentlemen who are on that 
side, while we are losing no inconsiderable por- 
tion of the members on this side upon the 
question of iron—I hope gentlemen on both 
| sides of this House who are anti-bounty will 


of di v ‘| accept this proposition of the gentleman from 
we diminished the class that might come in at | 
one rate of duty we would bring down the rate | 


Pennsylvania [ Mr. KELLEY] an begin by strik- 
ing out this item, and then follow it up through- 


i ] |; out the bill, so far as iron and steel are con- 
why gentlemen representing the iron interest | 
are willing you should strike out both the pa 

nd | 


that it will not grieve my friend on the Com- || to which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 


cerned, for if it means 
inereased duty on iron. 
As to the very next paragraph, in reference 


anything it méans an 


SCHENCK] says it proposes no increase of duty 
| on iron, I will say that I hold in my hand -an 
authentic statement from one of the largest 
f iron houses in New York. Not an English 


i| importing house, nor a French importing 
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house, nor a Belgian importing house, but an 
old Dutch Knickerbocker importing house, 
which has a name of two hundred years’ stand- 
ing in this country; and the manager of that 
house certifies over his own name, and upon 
his own authority, that this proposes an in- 
crease from 1 cent to 1} cents per pound, or an 
increase of 25 per cent. of duty on this class 
of iron. Itisof no use to tell me, when the 


Committee of Ways and Means have copied : 
tn totidem verbis trom the book sent here from : 


Philadelphia, it is of no use to tell me that ` 


all this does not mean something. Philadel- 
pie never would have gone to the trouble of 
aving this book printed if it does not mean 


something. They are no fools, those iron- ' 


mongers; they know what they are about. 


They mean a great deal by their proposition. | 
This whole classification throughout is an ; 
ingenious classification, calculated, if not de- | 


signed, to throw dust in the eyes of the peo- 
ple, while itraises the duty upon all species of 
iron. I beg this Committee of the 
follow the lead of the honorable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Keviry,} who has 
pledged himself to go for striking out this 
paragraph and also for striking out the other 

ragraphs, and I hope that not only will that 
be done, but that we will strike out everything in 
this bill on iron and steel, particularly on steel. 
- {Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooks] isas gravely mistaken in his 
facts as that old Knickerbocker is. The reduc- 
tion from 14 cents to 1} cents per pound is not, 

‘andcannot be made by any arithmetic to appear, 
an increase of 25 per cent. Now, on a very 
small class there is an increase of duty from 
1 cent to 1} cents per pound. But on the great 
bulk of bar iron there is a reduction of duty 
from 14 cents to 1} cents per pound proposed 
by this bill. The Philadelphia book of which 
the gentleman complains is simply the tariff 
as it was passed by the Senate of the United 
States January 31, 1867, and reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means of this House 
February 18, 1867. The classification which 
gentlemen are now discussing, and which the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] says 
is following the lead of the iron-mongers of 
Philadelphia, was devised in the Senate of 
the United States and was adopted by the 
Senate of the United States, and reported to 
this House by our Committee of Ways and 
Means in January and February, 1867. The 
gentleman, therefore, is wrong in hie allegation 
that we propose an increase of duty by this 
bill; and he is equally wrong in his allegation 
that the Committee of Ways and Means, of 
which he is a member, have put themselves 
under the guidance of the business men of 
any city. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Will thegentleman yield 
to me fora aeation 

- Mr. KELLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Is the duty reduced on 
more than a single classification? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BURCHARD, Is not this the only 
reduction? : 

Mr. KELLEY. No, sir; the daty is reduced 
upon the great bulk of bar iron. 

Mr. BURCHARD. In the law of 1864 is a 
classification: ‘ . 

“On bar iron rolle isin 
flats less than three ei eps k peppa 
two inches thick, or less than one inch or more than 
six inches wide.” : 

is not that the only classification where there is 
a reduction from 1} cents to 14 cents per pound? 
And is not the duty raised one quarter of 1 cent 
per pound on every grade of iron, except that 
covered by. the paragraph we are now dis- 
cussing ? 

Mr. KELLEY. The paragraph which we 


are discuasing involves an increase of a quarter | 


of a cent upon a small quantity of iron, while 
on all that list embraced inthe next paragraph 
the bill makes a reduction of one quarter of a 


hole to ; 


| cents on every 100 pounds of iron. 
that with reference to a small class of iron : 
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cent per pound, or between $5 and $6 a ton. 
Hence, I say, that so far as concerns the pro- 
tection involved I am perfectly indifferent as 
to the adoption of these paragraphs. I believe, 
however, that the business of the custom-house 
will be simplified by the adoption of the recom- 
mendation of the committee. I believe that 


the revenue derived will be about the same as ! 
Bat if I represented |: 
© find in the Globe of the 30th of March. 
_ the Clerk to read the passage which I send to 


under the present law. 
Pennsylvania rolling-mills alone I should take 
an active interest in endeavoring to have both 
these paragraphs struck out. 

[Here the hammer fell. ]} 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon 
the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Brooks. ] 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I will with- 
draw the amendment if any gentleman who 
desires to continue the debate will renew it. 

Mr. CESSNA. I object to the withdrawal 
of the amendment. 


I want to come to avote. ; 


’ Tron Works, with a capital of $1, 


the amendment. The rate of duty reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means is only 
just to the manufacturers and all concerned 
and I hope it will receive the sanction of the 
House. 

Mr. Chairman, while I am on the floor I 


' desire to correct a statement made by the gen- 


tleman from Ohio, [Mr. StevENsoy,] in his 
remarks on the 28th of March last, which I 
I ask 


the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
“ The Lehigh Crane Iron Works and the Allentown 


y 3, i 000, each pro- 
duced in 1865 50,009 tons, which at a profit of $20 per 


_ ton would leavo to each of these corporations a net 
' gain of precisely the amount of the entire capital in 


a single year, I will not now pursue this inquiry; 
the people will one day demand the account in full, 
Enough isapparent to justifyjudgment against those 


‘| who would continue and increase exorbitant boun- 


: ties to those who can well do without them at the 


Mr. BURCHARD. I move to amend by | 


striking out * 18” in the pending 


paragraph 
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘ 174.’ s 


Ithasbeen 


stated that this bill does not propose an in- - 


creased duty upon iron. 
say that any gentleman who will look through 


Now, Tundertake tors letter which I send up. 


expense of those who can ill spare them. Equity 
must send these parties out of court with an admo- 


' nition to wash their hands of their enurmous gains 
. before they return to the temple of justice to claim 


the law of 1864, the law now in force, and . 
compare it paragraph by paragraph with the | 
provisions of this bill cannot but acknowl- | 
edge that there is a substantial increase of 25 |; 


It is true | 


embraced in the next paragtaph the bill pro- | 
poses a reduction of one quarter of a cent per `: 


ound, but nearly every other paragraph re- | 


ating to iron proposes a large advance upon 
the existing duty. 


country, I think, will not sustain us in the pas- 
sage of a bill which in fact advances the rates 
of duty. 

The present law makes a classification that 
i well understood. I read from the present 
aw: 

“On bar iron, rolled or hammered, comprising 
flats not less than one inch or more than six inches 
wide, nor less than three-eighths of an inch or more 
than two inches thick, 1 cent per pound.” 

Now it is proposed to amend this provision 
by reducing six inches to four inches and in- 
creasing one inch to one and a half, so that 
iron more than one inch thick and not exceed- 
ing one and a half inches thick, and more than 
four inches in width and not exceeding six 
inches will beincreased 25 cents on 100 pounds. 
That is the increase made by this paragraph. 

So, again, as to the latter part of the defini- 
tion. I had intended to move an amendment 
which would restore the old definition and 
make a corresponding reduction. It seems to 
me that $18 a ton, the amount named in the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
would be proportional to the duty we have 
imposed upon other grades of iron, and would 
correspond to the reduction which we have 
made in preceding paragraphs. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman pardon 
a suggestion? If he looks at the duty pro- 
posed by the bill on blooms and slabs, from 
which this bar iron is made, he will find the 
rate is $18 a ton. Here we have an article 
which is much more advanced, involving much 
more labor and the loss of mach iron in its 
preparation ; yet it is proposed to impose on 
it the same duty that you put on the material 
from which it is made. i 

Mr. BURCHARD. We tried that argu- 


ment on gentlemen when we were discussing | 


that item; and they insisted that as under the 
old law that class of iron paid 1 centa pound, 
this should also pay 1 cent a pound. The 


also a duty of 1 cent per pound on the class 
of iron embraced in this paragraph, we ask a 
corresponding reduction to $18 a ton. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose 


When we are professing to | 
make a reduction of the duties on iron the | 


more public bounty.” 


Mr. HILL. I now ask the Clerk to read a 


The Clerk read as tollows: 


OFFICE OF THE LEHIGH Crane IRON Company, 
5 WALNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, April 20, 1870, 

Dear Sir: I have before, me your speech delivered 
March 28, in which yousay the" Lehigh Crane [ron 
Works and the Allentown Iron Works, with a capi- 
tal of $1,000,000, each produced in 1865 50,000 tons, 
which, at a profit of $20 per ton, would leave to each 
of these corporations a net gain of precisely the 
amountof the entirecapital ina single year.’’ Before 
making such a statement it would have been better 
for you to have learned the facts in the case and then 
stated the truth, which you could easily have obtained 
from this office. The/factsare that the Lehigh Crane 
Iron Company produced in 1865 28,309} tons of iron, 
(not 50,000, as youstated,) at a costof $43 61, delivered 
at Elizabethport, the place of shipment, (not $30, as 
you say;) and the result of the year’s business for 1865 


: was an actual lose af $93,000 instead of $1,000,000 profit, 


} 
| 


as you made it, , AT 
Our books will verify my statement, and I invite 
vou to examine them and judge for yourself. 
We court inquiry and are satisfied to have the truth 


spoken. 

The Allentown Iron Company I shall not speak 
for. I will only say that their production is about 
28,000 tons, and not 50,000, as you say. 

Respectfully, yours, i 

. G. A. WOOD, President. 
Hon. Jos E. STEVENSON, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chairman, the letter jast 


a 
+. 


| read is a copy of a letter sent to Mr. STEVEN- 
: SON by the president of the Lehigh Crane Iron 
li Company, and the copy sent to me by the pres- 


ident of said company. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Has the gentleman my 
answer to that letter? 

Mr. HILL. I have not. It is to be regret- 
ted, sir, that any gertleman on this floor should 
so far forget himself in his desire to make out 
his case and argument as to make such state- 
ments a8 have been made in the above extract 
by the gentleman from Ohio, and so entirely 
unsustained by the facts. It shows how care- 
ful gentlemen should be in attempting to dis- 
cuss a subject of which they are so entirely 
ignorant. The gentleman seemed to have 
imagined himselfin a justice’s court and to have 
arraigned the Lehigh Crane Iron Works and 
the parties connected with them for trial. He 
remarks, ‘‘ equity must send these parties out 
of court with an admonition to wash their hands 
of their enormous gains before they return to 
the temple of justice to claim more public 
bounty.” Now, sir, I would say to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, ‘ equity calls on him to wash 
his hands of the great wrong, injustice, and 
tmisrepresentation he has made in regard to 
those parties connected with the Lehigh Crane 


! Iron Works.” 
Committee of Ways and Means reported-a | 
duty of 1 cent a pound on blooms, but we re- | 
duced it to $18 a ton. Now, as they reported || 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time 
has expired. 

Mr. HILL. I ask to have two minutes more, 
as it will not take more than that time to con- 
clude what I have to say. ; 

Mr. STEVENSON. [hope the gentleman 8 
time will be extended. 


1870. 
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The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection 
the gentleman’s time will be extended. 

There was no objection. : 

Mr. HILL. Itisa poorcause, Mr. Chairman, 
that has to be bolstered up by misrepresenta- 
tions, and as the gentleman has taken pains to 
send these statements by scattering his speech 
broadcast over the country, I call on him before 


on iron, coal, and oil, published at Pottsville, 
Pennsylvania. i 
Mr. HILL. The capacity of those furnaces 


i may be 50,000 tons a year; but that year 


they produced only 28,500 tons; and the gentle- 
man should have known that before he made 
the statement that they had realized over 


' $1,000,000 


this House to retract what he has said in the | 


above extract just read, or else stand before 
this House and the country as this letter, from 
a company and parties composed of some of 
the most honorable and patriotic citizens of 
the country, leaves him. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I must object to this, as 
the gentleman is now speaking far beyond his 


me. 
: The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has the 
consent of the committee, no objection having 
been made at the time. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chairman, many of my con- 
stituents are interested in this matter ; thiscom- 


i b f mi ! as it is. 
pany gives support to a lange hody of miners 8 Mfr. STEVENSON. I do not know how it 


. workingmen, and their families in my district. 
In justice to the company, in justice to many 
thousand workingmen in my own district and 
in Lehigh valley, whose daily bread depends 
upon the prosperity of these iron works, and 
in justice to the character and honor of this 
House, I ask that the L povlecsama hasten to re- 
tract his assertions and statements referred to, 
as read in the extract from his speech, which, 
according to the letter that has been read, can- 
not be sustained. 

I have here a letter from a gentleman living 
at the Lehigh Crane Iron Works, of high char- 
acter and position, who writes, under date. of 
19th instant: 


- calculation was an estimate. 
: estimate the cost. 


"STEVENSON. Mr. Chairman, my 
I proceeded to 
I assumed it cost them 
$30 a ton to makeiron. That was an estimate, 
I thought it liberal. They come herenow and 


Mr. 


` say it cost them $43 61 perton. Then I ask, 


in the name of reason, what tariff will they 


: want to protect them? If it costs $43 61 per 


“I know that to-day there are establishments in | 


the ‘Lehigh d 
that are making iron at a loss. The prices realized 
will not pay the cost of placing the iron in market.” 


It is becoming too common a practice for 


gentlemen on the floor of this House to take | 


advantage of their position and deliberately 
denounce and misrepresent individuals, cor- 


orations, and parties engaged in business. | 
his deliberate and uncalled-for attack on the | 


Lehigh Crane Iron Works, and those con- 
nected with them, so calculated to injure them 


and their business, and all employed by them, | 


ought not to pass by without some notice, and 


therefore I have taken this opportunity to bring | 
it to the notice and attention of the members | 


of this House. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- 
ment is exhausted. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I withdraw the amend- 


ment. 

Mr. CONGER. I object. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bug- 
CHARD’S amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I move to insert $16 50 
aton. Mr. Chairman, I do not propose just 
now to answer fully what the gentleman from 
New Jersey has said. I will take another 
occasion to lay before the House an exhibit 
of the table from the authority which I quoted. 
I have to complain, however, of the gentleman 
that in making an extract from my speech he 
omits the part which gives the authority from 
which I derived my statement. I quoted the 
book published at Pottsville by 
Bannan. It is good authority, I believe, in the 
State of Pennsylvania. I brought here the 
book published in Pottsville, and I got all my 
figures from it. It gives the capacity of this 
furnace in that year at 50,000 tons. 

Mr. HILL. Allow me to say that the gen- 
tleman should not quote books unless he knows 
those books are correct. 

Mr. STEVENSON. If a book published 
at Pottsville does not tell the truth about iron 
and coal I want to know where we can go for 
information ? 

Mr. WOODWARD. 
that is the book I lent th 
day? 

Mr. STEVENSON. No, sir; it is a book 


I wish to inquire if 
e gentleman the other 


addow & | 


up’ (as Mr. STEVENSON calls them) : 


| in manufacturing. A 
!| refused 


ton to make pig iron, how much protection do 
they need? 
Mr. HILL. All they ask is $9 a ton. 


Mr. STEVENSON. They would lose money | 


at that if they are losing money now. 
Mr. HILL. All they ask is to let it remain 


came that these iron works had to pay $48 61 
to make iron in 1865 when other mills made it 
at little over one half that sum. They say they 


| lost money. I do not know how that may be. 
But if they lost money in that year, and in the |: 


year 1864, and in the year 1866, and if they are 
losing money now, the best thing their friends 
can do is to close up their shops for them. If 
they did lose money in that year I do not know 
by what means it happened; and probably 
they lost it, if at all, by some outside specula- 
tion, or by some inside ring. 

Mr. HILL. They court inquiry in that let- 


ter. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Yes, they court in- 
quiry; but they do not send my answer to 
their letter. have no ill-will toward any 
fentleman connected with this business, and I 

ave said on this floor that I am willing at any 
time to vote for any reasonable protection; but 
I must now qualify what I have said on that 
subject, for if there be a furnace so ill-managed 
as to require a cost of $43 61 per ton to make 
pig iron when others in the same neighborhood 


| can make iron for half that cost we cannot 


give protection that will keep up such a busi- 
ness. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I rise to oppose the 
amendment. I do so because it places the 
duty too high. I think it should be lower. 

Now, sir, there is nothing so important, I 
think, to this country as to have iron in all its 
forms made as cheap as possible. It is the 
most important agent of modern civilization 
and progress, and if we expect to compete 
with the other nations of the world in enter- 
prise, in manufacturing, and in every mode of 
production, we must take such steps as will 
give us cheap iron. The fostering and build- 
ing up of no class or interest can possibly be 
of as much importance to the country as this, 

Mr. Chairman, I do not doubt that the man- 
ufactarers of iron are as honest as the average 
of mankind. They are engaged in a business in 
which thereis an immense amount of capital in- 
vested, and I do not doubt that they are con- 
trolled by the same feeling and purposes by 
which other men similarly situated, by which 
the average of mankind would be controlled ; 
but I do not believe that they are frank and 
candid in making the statement of their busi- 
ness. We have nowthe same experience that 
the Government had in 1845, when the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury attempted to get at the 
truth in regard to the pronis of those engaged 

l over the country they 
to answer, and when they did reply 
they gave too often evasive and false answers, 
as the evidence taken showed conclusively, to 
the Government, and the tariff was then 
changed, to the great advantage of the coun- 
try, regardless of their statements, and in 
defiance of their protests. 

I hold in my hand an exceedingly interesting 


article, just published on the 21st of this month || 


f 
i 


in the Republican Banner of Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, communicated by Colonel George T. 
Lewis, of Clarksville, Tennessee, who was for 
many years engaged in the manufacture ofiron, 
and a gentleman of the highest character, as 
many gentlemen on this floor who know him 
will be ready to testify. He is familiar with 
the whole subject in all its details. He shows 
in this article that pig iron can be produced in 
Alabama, Tennessee, and Georgia at $16 95 
per ton; that it can be delivered at Louisville 
at $22 per ton; that it can be delivered at 
Cincinnati at $23 per ton; and that it can be 
made in those States and delivered at Pitts- 
burg at $25 per ton. He gives also a detailed 
statement showing that No. 1 charcoal iron 
actually is produced in Cherokee county, Geor- 
gia, at $19 63 per ton, and which sold for $45 
per ton. He gives a detailed statement of 
three weeks’ operations, showing that the cost 
the first week was $1,111, and the value of 
i the production in the market $2,328, giving a 
: profit for that week of $1,217, or over 100 per 
: cent, The second week the profits were larger, 

being $1,334 20. The third week the profits 
were nearly the same, $1,216 50. In each of 
: those week’s operations the profit was over 100 
i percent. ; and itis shown that without any duty 
' or protection their profits would be at least 50 
; per cent. This is no mere estimate ; it is the 
i resultof actual business transactionsin October 
_ last—the results copied from the books of the 
‘company. During thesethree weeks the furnace 
i made 164} tons of No. 1 pig iron, at a total 
| cost, laid down at the rolling-mill in Rome, 
| of $3,675 75, or an average cost per ton of 
: $22 87. Deducting from the total cost $449 75 
| paid for hauling and freight to Rome, or $2 74 
| per ton, and we have the cost per ton at the 
' furnace only $19 68 for this No. 1 pig iron, 
| which sells for $45 per ton. It is stated in 
this communication by Colonel Lewis that if 
the duty on pig iron were abolished the profits 
at this furnace would still exceed 55 per cent. 
on the production. And yet, under the pres- 
sure of garbled, fictitious, or false statements 
that are published from day to day from other 
manufacturers, we are asked to tax ourselves 
beyonu all precedent, and keep up at an unrea- 
sonable price this important agent of civiliza- 
tion. If these manufacturers at Allentown, 
for whom the gentleman from New Jersey 
{Mr. HILL] speaks, cannot make pig iron for 
less that $40 per ton they had better sell out as 
soon as possible and go to some other part of 
the country, instead of taxing and burdening 
the entire people by making them pay for their 
| benefit an increased and unnecessarily exorbi- 
| tant price for this most indispensable article. 

It is more important that we should reduce 
the cost of iron than anything else that exists 
| in our country. It meets us at every turn in 
| life. It meets us everywhere—in our tools, in 
| our farming implements, in our machinery, in 
; our table cutlery, in our food, in our clothing. 
I say that we should have the most conclusive 
| evidence that protection of this kind is neces- 
| sary before it should be given, even upon the 
| principle of protection, the effect is so injuri- 
ous to every other interest in our country, dod 
even to our national prosperity, 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SCHENCK. I ask unanimous consent 
that all debate shall stop on this paragraph. 
| Mr. ALLISON. I object until it is more 
thoroughly understood. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
| Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 
WHEELER reported that the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, according to 
the order of the House, had had under consid- 
| eration the state of the Union generally, and 
particularly the bill (H. R. No. 1068) toamend 
existing laws relating to the duty on imports, 
and for other purposes, and had come to no 
resolation thereon. 
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MONUMENT ASSOCIATION OF PRORIA. -— 

Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 268) 
directing the Secretary of War to deliver cer- 
tain condemned cannon to the Ladies’ Monu- 


ment Association of Peoria, Ilinois; which | 


was read a first and second time. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask that the joint 
resolation be read, and I am sure no one will 
object to its passage. 

The joint resolution was read. It directs the 
Secretary of War to deliver to the Ladies’ Mon- 
ument Association of Peoria, Illinois, free of 
cost, four pieces of condemned cannon, to be 


which was referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing, under the law: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
House three thousand extra copies of the report and 


reuuimony in regard to the gold panic of September 
ast. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 
Mr. CALKIN, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed l 
een |: 


to inform this House how much money has 


expended by the Government for the improvement ` 
, of Boston and New York harbors, Delaware break- 


: water, and the mouth of Mississippi river, respect- 


placed upon the soldiers’ lot in Springdale | 


cemetery in the said city of Peoria. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Are the cannon not all 
gone? We havegiven away a great number. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. 
have information from the War Department . 
that there is a great abundance of them. i 
The joint resolution was ordered to be en- ` 
grossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third . 
time, and passed. 
Mr. INGERSOLL moved to reconsider the | 
‘vote by which the joint resolution was passed ; | 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider be `i 


laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
EVENING SESSIONS, ETC. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Before moving to adjourn 
I desire to state, in order that gentlemen may 
not say they had not sufficient warning, that L | 
mean to ask a night session to-morrow and the | 
next day and the next day, and [ shall ask for ` 
a calling of the roll immediately after the read- | 
ing of the Journal to-morrow. T 
APPOINTMENTS ON COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER, announced that he kad 
appointed Mr. RANDALL a member of the joint | 


Committee on Retrenchment, to fillthe vacancy | 


occasioned by the retirement of Mr. READING; | 


and Mr. Cuarg, of Texas, a member of the |; 


select Committee on the Reorganization of the 
Civil Service of the Government, in place of 
Mr. Horcukiss, who declined further service | 
on that committee. 


LOUISIANA ELECTION CONTEST. 


Mr. BURDETT, from the Committee of 
Elections, submitted a written report in the 
case of Newsham vs. Ryan, from the fourth 
district of Louisiana, concluding with the fol- 
lowing resolutions: . 

Resolved, That Michael Ryan is not entitled to a 
seat as a Representative inthe Forty-First Congress 
from the fourth. district of Louisiana. 

Resolved, That J. P. Newsham is entitled to a seat 
asa Representativein the Forty-First Congress from 
the fourth district of Louisiana. 

The report was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Don- 
LEY for eight days from to-day. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


- Qn motion of Mr. LOGAN, by unanimous 
consent, the Committee on Military Affairs 
was discharged from the further consideration 
of the memorial of Matthew Simpson, George 
G. Meade, Daniel M. Fox, George H. Stuart, 
Jay Cooke, and others, in behalf of the Na- 
tional Home at Gettysburg ; and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
ORSON R. WILLARD. - - Ki 
Mr. LOGAN, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


` Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
be required to examine thecase of Orson R. Willard, 
and report whether he should be allowed a pension, 
and that they request the papers in the case to be 
furnished by the Commissioner of Pensions, 
GOLD PANIC REPORT. 


_. Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimous 
consent, submitted the following resolution; 


ively. 
Mr. NEGLEY. I move that the House now 
adjourn. 
The motion w 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 


M. Ward, guardian of William F. Ward, minor 
of Nehemiah Ward, late private unassigned 
company, seventeenth Maine volunteers. 

By Mr. AYER: The petition of George 


i! Henry Selden and others, citizens of West- 

» moreland and Northumberland counties, Vir- , 
| ginia, to authorize the appointment of a land | 
procure lands for homesteads ' 


commission to 
for freedmen. 


| . Also, the petition of Emma F. Haslum-and 
others, citizens of Virginia, for the same-pur- 


pose. ee > . 
By Mr. BENTON : The petition of Gilman 


| Fellows, for increase of pension. 


Also, the petition of Mary Tobine, for an 
increase of pension. 


Also, the petition of Lovina Brown, for an 
increase of pension. 


Also, the petition of Aliza Plaisted, for an i! 


increase of pension. 
Mr. BRADFORD: The petition of L. 


B 
iW. Barry and 230 others, citizens of George- 
li ‘town, Colorado, in relation to the town site of 


said city. oP 
By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts :: The 
etition of Charles Colburn, for services in the 

Bnited States Navy. . ` ; 


By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The remon- 


strance of G. W. Ryland, J. C. Holloway, and | 
others, citizens of Lancaster, Wisconsin, against | 


the passage of the funding bill. : 


By Mr. DOX: A petition of sundry citizens | 
| of Jackson and De Kalb counties, Alabama, |, 
praying that the road from Scottsborough to | 


banon, in said State, be declared apost road. 


as agreed to; and accordingly . 


Taill-anewarthat T _ (at five o’clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 


son and 190 others, citizens of Maine, 
repeal of income tax. i 

By Mr. McKENZIE: The petition of R. A. 
Jackson, of Madison Court-House, asking to 
be refunded the amount of $231 25 for stamps 
destroyed by United States troops, and for 
which he paid the Post Office Department. 

Also, a petition of certain citizens of Fair- 
fax county, Virginia, asking for indemnity for 
t losses incurred during the war of rebellion, 

By Mr. PALMER: A memorial of the Cigar- 
Makers’ National Union for a modification of 
the revenue laws. 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition 
of John Eldridge and others, of Groton, Con- 
necticut, for compensation for property taken 
by the United States. 

Also, a petition of firearms manufacturers 


asking 


for increase of tariff on shot guns. 


Also, a petition for the abolition of duties 
on tea and coffee. 

By Mr. STILES: A petition of citizens of 
Horsham and Upper Dublin townships, Mont- 


i gomery county, Pennsylvania, praying that a 
By the SPEAKER: The petition of Abner | 


mail route be established from Edge Hiilstation, 
on the North Pennsylvania railroad, to Pros- 
peetville, in Horsham township, which is neces- 
sary and expedient. 

.By Mr. STONI: A petition of sundry citi- 
gens of Washington city, praying a removal of 
the: city jail from its present site. 

By Mr. STOUGHTON: The remonstrance of 

H. C. Lewis and others, citizens of Coldwater, 

: Michigan, against the provisions of section seven 
, of the funding bill, so called, as being unjust 
and calculated to interfere with the currency. 
By Mr. UPSON:. The remonstrance of 


; ness firms and companies of Cleveland, Ohio, 
|| against the aan of the funding bill. 
‘| _ By Mr. VAN ORN: The petition of John 
i W. Polk, of Missouri, for removal of political 
_, disabilities. 
| Also, a petition of liquor dealers, of Kansas 
|| City, Missouri, for a change in the mode of 
| collecting tax on spirits. 
i By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of J. Mor- 
|| rison and others, of Rutland, Vermont, for the 
‘abolition of the franking privilège. | 
‘Also, the petition o i acob Edgerton and 
others; of Rutland, Vermont, for the same. 
By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio; The petition of 
‘| John Alisson and others; of Patriot, Ohio, 
praying for pecuniary relief in the evening of 
life for services rendered in the war of 1812, 


i, George Worthington & Co., and 94 other busi- 
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By Mr. FISHER: The petition of. Hon. | D, D 


Bort Van Horn aad 15 others, for an increase 
of pension at present paid to the widow of the 
late Major Joseph Rashmore, of Lockport, 
New York. Sp iy 

By Mr. HAMILL: A; remonstrance of eiti- 
zens of the State of Maryland against the 
further continuance of the income tax.: 

By Mr. HAWLEY: The petition of Henry 
F. Parmlee, a soldier of the war of 1812, pray- 


ing Congress to grant a pension to the soldiers 


of the war of 1812. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Rosevilte, Illi- 
nois, praying the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 


` Also, the petition of M. B: Osborn and 70 


others, citizens of Rock Island, Illinois, pray- 

ing Congress to reduce taxation and to abolish 

the duty upon tea and coffee. 
Also, a petition of 100 citizens of Adams 


‘county, Illinois, praying Congress to modify the 


internal revenue laws. 

By Mr. HOTCHKISS: A remonstrance of 
the citizens of Binghamton, New York, against 
increasing the burdens upon national banks. 

By Mr. LOUGHRIDGIE: A petition of citi- 
zens of Auburn, Iowa, asking for the abolition 
of the duties on tea and coffee. i 

By Mr. LYNCH : The petition of Hill Pay- 


The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal 
of yesterday.. ` , oa 
Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the further 
reading of the Journal be dispensed with. It 
i| is very long. 40 Bt Boks 

Mr. DAVIS. I object. Ilove to see busi- 
ness done in decorum and order. 

Mr. SHERMAN, The Journal is very long 
to-day, : 
| The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator from 
: Kentucky objects.. The Secretary will resume 

the reading. . : 

The Secretary resumed and eoncluded the 
reading of the Journal of yesterday’s proceed- 
ings. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BROWNLOW presented the petition 
of Alexander Kennedy, of Tennessee, praying 
| compensation for cotton taken and used by 
United States troops under the command of 
General A. E. Burnside, in November, 1863; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

_ Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of the 
Maysville and Lexington Railroad Company of 
the State of Kentucky, praying an appropri- 
ation of $1,140 12 as compensation for cer- 
-tain material farnished to the United States by 


1870. 


them for the purpose of building stockades in |; 


and about the town of Maysville; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented a petition of eitizens of 
Kentucky, praying an appropriation of $50,000 
for the education of the freedmen of the South, 
at the Wilberforce University, near the city of 
Xenia, Greenecounty, Ohio; which was referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of 
Joseph Ballow, praying compensation or rent 
for his farm, used as a camp or post, known 
as Camp Burnside, from November 12, 1868, 
to November 12, 1864; which was referred to ` 
the Comnfittee on Claims. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of 
Mary E. Carlisle, of South.Carolina, praying for 
compensation for property destroyed by United 
States troops during the rebellion; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Thomas 
Divine, of Charleston, South Carolina, praying 


for compensation for property taken by United _ 
States soldiers during the recent war; which : 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Healso presented a memorial of the Charles- 
ton Board of ‘Trade, praying an appropriation 
for the erection of a building at that place for 
the accommodation of the post office; which 
was referred to the Committee on Publice Build- 
ings and Grounds. __ . 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of I. 
I. Berrey, and A. K. Phillips, of Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia, praying the removal of their 
political disabilities; which were referred to 

the select Committee on the Removal of Polit- 
ieal Disabilities. 

Mr. HARRIS presented the petitions of I. 
P. Logan, of Atlanta, Georgia, and of A. W. 
0. Hicks, of Shreveport, Louisiana, praying 
the removal of their political disabilities ; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. WARNER presented the petition of B. 
N. Glover, of Choctaw county, Alabama, pray- 
ing the removal of his political disabilities; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented a petition of 
citizens of Jersey City, New Jersey, praying 
the enactment of a law allowing the importa- 
. tion of pig lead from foreign countries free of 
duty ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. SCOTT. I present two petitions of hon- 
orably discharged. soldiers of Pennsylvania, 
representing that by the act of July 4, 1864, 
they were entitled to receive $100 bounty— 
one third on muster-in, one third after six 
months’ service, and the balance upon muster- 
out; but that under a decision of the Attorney 
General they are deprived of aportion of that 
pay, and they ask that a supplementary act be 
passed to enable them to collect the balance 
of the’bounty due them under that act. I move 
that these petitions be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE presented a memorial of J. M. 
Hopkins, President of the California Insurance 
Company, and others, of San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, setting forth that a certain petition hav-. 
ing been forwarded to Congress, asking such | 
legislation in reference to the fur-seal fisheries 
of St. Paul and St. George Islands, Alaska ter- 
ritory, as will permit general competition and 
participation on the part of merchantsand ship- 
pers, and that upon a careful examination of 

“the subject they feel convinced that a malti- 
plicity of the traders would result in the demor- 
alization of the natives, and in the entire ex- 
termination of the seals in a very short time; 
and they therefore pray such legislation as will 
lease the islands to some responsible company 
for a term of years, believing that by so doing 
the interest of the Government and the future 
preservation of these valuable fisheries will be | 
equally protected. 

The memorial was referre 
tee on Commerce. 
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|. Mr. RAMSEY presented the petition of 
i Mrs. Jalia Whistler, widow of the late Colonel 
i William Whistler, United States Army, pray- 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FOWLER presented the petition of L. 
Russell and Martha Russell, his wife, praying 
for remuneration for property taken and used 
by the United States Army during the late re- 


bellion; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Claims. 


He also presented the petition of Thomas | 


M. Jones, of Pulaski county, Tennessee, pray- 
ing the removal of his political disabilities ; 
which was referred tothe select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. FLANAGAN presented the petitions of 
I. H. Barton, F. Brownson, M. L. McCormick, 
G. H. Maxey, and B. H. Davis, of Texas, 
praying the removal of their political disabili- 


ties ; which were referred to the select Commit: . 
tee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. -; 


CHINESE INDEMNITY FUND. 


olutions adopted at a meeting in the city of 
Chicago, reported by a committee of which 
the mayor of that city was chairman, and in 
: which some of the most prominent and influ- 
' ential citizens of the city of Chicago and of 


' the State of Illinois, in fact, took part, in re-.!' 
|, gard to what is.known as the Chinese indem- ; 
i| nity fund, a fund of some four or five hundred 

i! thousand dollars in possession of the Govern- : 


‘ment of the United Statés. It was: received 
_ from the Chinese Government in 1858 for the 
| purpose of indemnifying our citizens. After 
' paying all the claims of our citizens this amount 
i, was lett on hand, and Properly, in the opinion 
i| of the committee, would seem to belong to the 


| impression that the Chinese Government does 
| not wish to receive it back, although it having 
| been received by our Government tor the pur- 
| pose of indemnifying our citizens, and all our 
| citizens having been paid their claims, it would 


ij seem in equity that tĦat Government would: 


be entitled to it. 

This meeting adopted resolutions in which 
they concur in certain resolutions that were 
adopted inthe city of New York upon the same 
subject. They state that this fund belongs in 
in equity to the Government of China, as they 
understand it, though that Government seems 
disposed to waive its right to it; and they think 
it should be employed in some way for the com- 
mon advantage and honor of both nations; and 
probably no method could be devised at once 
80 profitable and honorable as the establish- 
ment of a university in which the science and 
art of both peoples can be taught to both 
Chinese and American students. 

They conclude their resolutions with a me- 
morial to Congress to have this money covered 


treasury or to be appropriated to the establish- 
ment of a proposed institution of learning at 
Pekin, as the Chinese Government may elect. 
I move the reference of these resolutions to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would make one remark. 
The subject is still pending before the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and they will 
probably make an early report upon it. 


mistake. At any rate, there is no evidence in 
accessible to the committee, showing that the 
Chinese Government have ever in any formal 
way made such a refusal; and among the plans 
proposed is the one suggested in the document 
now presented by the Senator from Illinois that 
the money should be returned to the Chinese 
Government as belonging to them in equity. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to ask a question 
if the Senator will allow me. 

“Mr. SUMNER, Certainly. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to inquire of the 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to present res- ` 


| Chinese Government; but they are under the | 


into the United States Treasury as a special | 
fand, to be either returned to the Chinese | 


The l 
idea that the Chinese Government have in any | 
| formal way declined to accept this fund is a) 


: the Department of State, nor in any document - 
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Senator from Massachusetts if he has not dur- 
ing the present session reported a bill which 
authorizes the payment of an existing out- 


i ing to be allowed a pension; which was referred | standing claim from this very fund ? 


| Mr. SUMNER. No, I have not. At a 
+ former session such a bill was reported refer- 
‘ring a claim to the decision of the Attorney 
General, and the money on that has been paid ; 
$ but within a few days another claim has been 
presented for a difference between currency 
and coin in that claim. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Is there any other fund 
than this that we have received from China? 

Mr. SUMNER. This is the only fund. 
There is also a Japanese fund, which is in a 
different predicament entirely. 

Mr. NY. Į wish to ask the Senator a 
question. When the late Attorney General 
: made an award from this fund, to be paid in 
gold, did not the Government pay in green- 
backs and refuse to pay in gold after they had 
received gold? 
| Mr. SUMNER. That is the fact; and the 

question whether the Government shall pay in 
gold is now pending before the Court of Claims. 
. I have merely made this explanation partly in 
i: reply to one or two of the suggestions in the 
- memorial presented. I am very glad that it 

is to go to the committee, though they have 
|, already given a.good deal of ‘attention to the 
i subject, and I would say that it is an old ac- 
_quaintance. The question of the disposition 
‘ of this fund was first presented to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations by Mr. Seward as 
, long ago as 1863, and in different forms it has 
been pending ever since. The committee hope 
to make a final report on thé subject at an 
| early day. It would have been made before 
| now except for the pendency of the claim in 
the Court of Claims, and also for another claim 
with reference to another ship called the Cal- 
dera, of which I have heard within a very few 


days. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope the Committee on 
Foreign Relations will find some way of using 
this money, both in regard to China arid Japan, 
so as to erect the necessary public buildings 
for the purpose of carrying on the business of 
the United States in those countries, if the 
fund can be diverted to that purpose. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senate is particularly 
interested in the Japanese fund. The com- 
mittee have not come to a conclusion in regard 
to that fund. The Japanesefund, as the Sen- 
ator is aware, is in entirely a different condi- 
tion from the Chinese fund. ‘There is no equity 
which affects the Japanese fund as there ig 
affecting the. Chinese fund. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis moved that 
the memorial be referred to, the Committée on 
Foreign Relations. ah 

The motion was agreed to. 

WITHDRAWAL OF. PAPERS. 


Mr. NYE. The papers in the case of Miss 
S. A. Wood were last: year referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture, 1 ask that: an 
order be entered: for the withdrawal of the 
papers, so that they may be presented before a 
committee of the House of Representatives 
which now has the subject under consideration. 
| There has been no report in‘the case. 

The VICE PRESIDENT: If there be no: 
objection that order will be made. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


1 A message from the House of Representa- 
i| tives by Mr. Ciinton Loyn, its Chief Clerk, : 
‘| announced thatthe Househad passed the follow- 
ing joint resolutions, in which the concurrence 
of the Senate was requested: 

A joint resolution (H.. R.. No. 267) in. rela- 
tion to the burial-place for the remains of Gen- 
eral John A. Rawlins; and _ 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 268) directing 
the Secretary of War to deliver certain con- 
demned cannon to the Ladies’ Monument As- 
sociation of Peoria, Illinois. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTERS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the 
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Committee on Finance, who were instructed 
by a resolution of the Senate to inquire into 
the expediency of imposing a tax of one dol- 
lar a gallon upon all distilled spirits, and also 
to inquire into the expediency of collecting 
the tax upon all distilled spirits by taxing the 
capacity of the stills, to report that they have 
considered the subject and are unanimously of 


opinion that no change ought to be made in ` 


the rate of taxation on distilled spirits. The 
matters pertaining to it will come up more 
properly hereafter, and the committee ask now 


to be discharged from the further considera- | 


tion of the subject. 

The motion to discharge the committee was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 


830) for the relief of the Drew Theological | 


Seminary of Madison, New Jersey, reported 
adversely thereon, and moved its indefinite 
ostponement; which was agreed to. 


Mr. HARLAN afterwards moved a recon- | 
sideration of this vote; which was agreed to, | 
and the bill was placed on the Calendar with `: 


the adverse report. 
Mr. COLE. 
first reported by the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance placed on the Calendar. 
remember the number of it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


vote, in order that it may be placed on the 


Calendar. ¥ 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is a resolution in the 


nature of instructions to the committee, and | 


we have complied with instructions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
reconsider, if agreed to, would carry no action 
with it, It is not a bill; it is simply a Senate 
resolution. 

"Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 987) to reduce the number of officers 
in the Army of the United States, and for other 
purposes, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Texas, from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred 
a memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of New Mexico in regard to the 
treaty of March 2, 1868, with the Utah Indians, 
asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to whom was recommitted 


the bill (S. No. 692) for the relief of J. Ross | 
Browne, late minister to China, reported it | 


with amendments, and submitted a report ; 
which was Ordered to be priated. : 
Mr. DRAKE. The Committee on Educa- 


tion and Labor, to whom were referred numer- | 


ous petitions praying Congress to appropriate 
$50,000 for the benefit of Wilberforce Univer- 
sity, in Ohios have::had the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed me to report a 
joint resolution for the benefit of Wilberforce 
University, accompanied by a written report, 
which I ask may be printed. gee Sule 
The joint resolution (8... No. 181) for the 
benefit of Wilberforce University was read, and- 
passed to the second reading, and the report 
was ordered to be printed. ae 
Mr. PRATT. The Committee on Pensions, 

to whom was referred the memorial of Hiram 
B. Ray, private in company G, third North 
Carolina mounted infantry, praying to be al- 
lowed a pension, have had the same under con- 
sideration and diretted me to make a written 
report adverse to the claim of the present peti- 
tion. 
neither signed nor sworn to, nor is the evidence 
satisfactory ; but the committee think there 
may be merits in the case, and they therefore 
recommend that the petitioner be allowed to 
withdraw his papers. ` 

- The VICE PRESIDENT. The report will 
be ordered to be printed, and the petitioner 
will have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Mr. PRATT. The same committee, to whom 


` the other. 


. _ | county, Tennessee, re 
I desire to have the resolution 


I do not | 
i || Printing, to whom was referred a resolution to 
The committee `; print the memorial of the Colored Philosoph- ;i 
was discharged from its further consideration. ‘| 


Mr. COLE. I will move to reconsider that :! ginia, asking that the name of ‘‘ United States 


The paper purporting to be a petition is: 


was referred the petition of Nancy S. Ledford, 
widow of Christopher M. Ledford, late private 
in company F, second North Carolina mounted 


infantry, praying to be allowed a pension, have | 
had the same under consideration, and have : 


directed me to place a written report on file 


adverse to the petition. Her case is similar to |: 
The paper purporting to be a peti-. 
‘tion is not sworn to, nor are the proofs satis- |: 
‘factory; but the committee, in view of the : 
facts stated in the proofs placed on file, think |: 
. there may possibly be merit in the case, and |; 
they therefore recommend that she be allowed |. 
‘to withdraw her memorial. 


report be printed. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The report will . 
the reference will be made. 


be ordered to be printed, and the petitioner 
will be allowed to withdraw her papers. 
Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on 


` Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. 


R. No. 1337) granting a pension to Thomas 


© Clair, reported it without amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1840) grant- 
ing a pension to Sarah Barry, of Johnson 


Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on 


ical and Historical Society of Richmond, Vir- 


of America’’ be changed to that of ‘‘ United 


States of Columbus, *’ asked to be discharged |, 
from its further consideration; which was. ;! 


agreed to. n 
Mr. ANTHONY. The same committee, to 
whom was referred the bill (S..No. 475) to 


further regulate the public printing, and to dis- | 
continue the publication of books by the Gen- |! 
eral Government for popular distribution, have | 


instructed me to report it back with amend- 


ments and ask that it be placed on the Calen- | 
dar. I do this in order to give it an early place | 
on the Calendar, although the bill has not | 


received that consideration in the committee 
which I desired it should have. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
placed on the Calendar. 


RAYMOND’S MINING REPORT. 


Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee oa Print-. 
ing, to whom was referred a concurrent reso- |! 
lution of the House of Representatives to print | 
additional copies of the report of Professor | 


Raymond, have instructed me to report it back 
without amendment and recommend its pas- 
sage; and I ask for its present consideration. 


There being no objection, the resolution was 


considered. It was read as follows: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Sen-. 
ate concurring,) That there be printed sixteen thou- 
sand copies of the report for 1869 
special commissioner of minin 
and mining in the States and 


the 


Senate, and.one thousand ies for the. Treasury 


Department, with the cuts illustrating the report: |! 
Provided, That the cost of said cuts shall not exceed. || : 
: _ Resolved, That the Committee on Education and 


the sum of $600. 
-The resolation was concurred in. 
_. ‘ARMY REGISTER. 3 
Mr. ANTHONY. The same committee, to 


whom was referred a resolution to print two. 
thousand copies of the Army Register, have . 
instructed me to report it back without amend- | 
passage; and I ask | 

f l! subject of this resolution before it is 


ment and recommend its 
for its present consideration. 


There being no objection, the resolution was ;' 
i S to hear me now, I am prepared to pro- 
: ceed. 


considered and agreed to, as follows : 


Resolved, That two thousand copies of the last offi- 
cial Army Register be printed 
Senate. i 

BILES INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Texus, asked, and by 
unanimousconsent obtained, leave to introduce 
a bill (S. No. 840) for the better protection of 
the frontiers of Texas; which was read twice 


I ask that the : 


rted adversely thereon, | 
and moved itsindefinite postponement; which | 
| was agreed to. 


i! the following dispatches of 


of R:W. Raymond, ` 

statistics, on mines - 
t erritories westof the.: 
Rocky mountains, ten thousand capies for the use of |- 
ouse, five thousand copies for the use of tho | 


:į of dividing the net proceeds of the sales of | 
‘| Jands among the several States for educational pur- 


or the use of the | ; 
i; one now, and I think the Senator had better. 
i go 


Mr. THAYER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 841) in addition to an act to promote the 
progress of the useful arts, approved July 4 
1836; which was read twice by its title, referred 
| to the Committee on Education and Labor, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DRAKE subsequently said: I desire to 
state that the bill introduced a few momentg 
ago by the Senator from Nebraska and referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor ig 
one which should go to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Mr. THAYER. Very well; let it be referred 
' to the Committee on Patents. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That change in 


Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous consent 


~ obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 842) 


to establish certain post routes in the State of 
Kansas; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THAYER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 843) to confirm the title of the heirs of 
Gervacio Nolan, deceased, to certain lands in 


' the Territory- of Colorado; which was read 


; twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
| Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


SAN DOMINGO. 


| 

Mr. FERRY submitted the following reso- 
; lution; which was considered by unanimous 
; consent: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed 
to transmit to the Senate full and entire copies of 
J. Somers Smith, esq., 
late commercial agent of the United States at San 
Domingo to the State Department, portions of which 
dispatches were transmitted to the Senate on the 
24th day of February, 1870, in compliance with ares- 
; olution of the Senate of February 21, 1870, namely : 
Dispatch dated San Domingo City, September 4, 


869; 
Dispatch dated San Domingo City, September 9, 


; an 
Dispatch dated San Domingo City, October 8, 1869. 
Mr. SUMNER. I would suggest that that 
resolation ought to be addressed to the Presi- 


|| dent, according to the invariable usage in such 


matters. 

Mr. FERRY. The last preceding resolu- 
tion was addressed to the Secretary of State 
and replied to by the Secretary. 

Mr. SUMNER. That was a mistake. I do 
not wish to interfere with the resolution; but 
that is the usage. 

Mr. FERRY. I have no objection to that 
| amendment, and then there should be another 


| amendment made inserting the words ‘‘if not 


: imcompatible with the public interests.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the resolution will be changed from 
a direction to a request to the President, and 
| the usual clanse ‘‘if not incompatible with the 
| public interest ’’ inserted. : 

The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


PROMOTION OF EDUCATION. 


Mr. WILLEY. I offer the following reso- 
lution: 


Labor be instructed to inquire into the gypodioney 
n 


e publie 


poses, and of otherwise so providing by law that all 
the people of the United States may have the oppor- 
tunity of acquiring a common-school education. - : 
Mr. President, at such time as it may suit 
the convenience of the Senate I should like 
to be heard for about twenty minutes on the 
referred 


to the committee. If it is the pleasure of the 


Mr. POMEROY. Itis twenty minutes before 


On. eal ; 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 


| objection the resolution will be considered as 
i beiore the Senate. . 
i tion, 


The Chair hears no objec- 
and the resolution is before the body... 


by its title, referred to the Committeeon Mili- || Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President, the results 


tary. Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


| of the late war of the rebellion have brought. 
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with them many new duties and responsi- 
bilities to the statesman. Among them not 
the least important is that of providing for the 
universal education of the people. fn vain 
shall we congratulate ourselves on the advance- 
ment of the great principles of civil and polit- 


seal liberty which this terrible war has wrought | te ab 
A J . them to make additional provisions for educa- `: 


unless we consolidate and secure them on the 
essential foundation of the popular intelligence. 
How this vital object can be best accomplished 
is a problem difficult to be solved ; but it must 
be solved, or the national liberties will be im- 


periled—perhaps perish. As a contribution, | 
or at least a suggestion toward such a solution, ` 
I some time since introduced a bill for the - 


division of the proceeds of the sales of the | follows: 
public lands among the several States fori aiahamasccssssssssssessssussessesen EA 497,770 
educational. purposes. As it is short I will) Arkansas... "111259 
venture to read it: ’ i California... eers 4,068 
g | ConneCtidut..ssssssssorssssssosscesssesisasrssssasocosssossis 8,627 
À bill to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the |. Y r T PO 21.626 
public lands of the United States for educational l; Florida... . 62.677 
purposes. i; Georgia... „ 465,6983 
Bett enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- |' Illinois... 7,628 | 
alivesofthe United States of America tn Congress assem- ' Indiana... we 11,428 
bled, That from and after December 31, 1870, the net | Iowa... . 1,069 
roceeds of ali the salesof all the publiclands ofthe ` Kansas....... “ 627 
Inited States, wherever situated, which shall besold |: Kentucky... w. 236,167 
subsequent to the said December 31, 1870, shall bo |; Louisiana... ». 390.373 
divided among the thirty-seven States of the Union , Maine......... 1,327 
according to their respective federal population, ns | Maryland...... 171.134 
the same shall be ascertained by the census of 1870, : Massachusetts 9,602 
to beapplied by the Legislatures of the said States to |: Michigan. 6,799 
such objects ofeducation as the said Legislatures may | Minnesot: 259 
severally designate and authorize: Provided, That || Mississipp 437.401 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to the j; Missouri. 118,503 
prejudice of future applications for a reduction of || Nebraska... 2 
the price of the public lands, or to the prejudice of | Nevada....cceccssee 45 
applications for a transfer of the public lands on |, New Humpshire 494 
reasonable terms to the States within which they lie, | New Jersey..... . 25,336 
nor to impair the power of Congress to make such || New York........ . 40,005 
future disposition of the public lands, or any part '| North Carolina. 361,522 
thereof, as it may see fit: And provided further, That || Obi... eee 36,673 
the power is here reserved of assigning bylawtoany |: Oregon.......... 128 
new State which shall be admitted into the Union |; Pennsylvania.. 56,949 
the proportion to which such State may be entitled, | Rhode Island...... 3,92 
upon the principles of this act. z ! South Carolina... . 412,320 
` Beo. 2. And be tt further enacted, That thesaid pro- || Tennessec........ 019 
ceeds of sale of said public landsshall be paid at the || Texays........ 182,921 
Treasury of the United States, half yearly, to such || Vermont..........sse-0 7 
person or persons as the respective Legislatures of || Virginia and West Virginia.. 548,907 
the said States may authorize and direct. Wisconsin... seese A E E Tl 


SRC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the division 
aforesaid of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands is made upon the express condition that in the 
application and use thereof by the said States no 
discrimination shall be made against any citizen of 
said States on account of his race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, but that every citizen of every 
such State, without distinction of race, colar, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude, shall be equally enti- 
tled to avail himself of the use and benetit of what- 
ever disposition of said proceeds of sale any such 
State shall make for educational purposes; and the 
Legislatures of said States, respectively, shall cause 
to be made, on the Slat day of December, 1871, and 

nnually thereafter, areport to the Conger. of the 

nited States of the application by said States, re- 
spectively, of said proceeds of sale received by said 
States, respectively, in such manner and form asshall 
be prescribed by the Commissioner of Education, or 
asshall be otherwiserequired by law. 


Mr. President, the number of acres of public 


lands sold last year was: 


Acres. 
For cash, with small amount of military 


and I 
By agrioulturat college scrip, under act of 

aay e 1862., eneses senresttsstenstserenenentessetes soosse , 
Certified for railways and wagon roads...... 746,769 
Approved to States as swamps, éo., and 

selected as indemnity... esses sse sessee 455,768 
Located with Indian scrip... sées sai e 24,259 
stanssesseseee 066,159 


` There remain yet unsurveyed 1,826,430,648 
acres. Allowing that only one fourth of these 
lands is of a character that would secure their 
purchase and settlement, it would still present 
the basis of an immense sum ultimately to come 
into the Treasury. 
_ _ The aggregate sales of the public lands for 
the fiscal year ending June 80, 1869, amounted 
to the sum of $4,472,886 28. The expenses 
were about $453,816 43, leaving a net balance 
of some $3,919,070. This divided among the 
States uccording to the principles of the bill 
which I have read would give to each congres- 
sional district (if the bill apportioning repre- 
sentation which recently passed the House of 
Representatives should become a law) the sum 
of about ten thousand six hundred dollars. 


2,787,365 


Agegregate....... aeedessceseneiae ESN 


Estimating the sales to average the same rate 
in the future, the passage of this bill would 
il secure to each State annually at least the sum 
| of $10,000 for every congressional district in it. 


li to accomplish any great result; but it would 
: greatly aid the States, and doubtless stimulate 


| tional purposes. 
|| Mr. President, we have just introduced into 
the body-politic a race more than four millions 


ceptions, from a condition of slavery, with all 
its consequent ignorance and moral debase- 
ment. This race in 1860 was distributed as- 


Making the aggregate of colored population 
in the United States in 1860, 4,427,067. The 
number is, doubtless, now increased. We may, 
I think, reasonably conclude that of this num- 
ber of colored people seven hundred thousand 
have been made voters by the fifteenth consti- 
tutional amendment, each oneof them wielding 


involved, as any other voter. And yet we must 


is the principal security of civil and political 


into our political system, should be remedied. 
This race mustbe educated. This mass of ignor- 
ance must be removed. The emergency rises 
above mere considerations of expediency or 
philanthropy. It assumes the imperative char- 
acter of an absolute political necessity. It is 
not a question of benevolence alone; it isa 
question of self-preservation. 

And then, sir, the edacation of this race so 
as to enable them properly to assume and to 
discharge the responsibilities and duties which 


have a right todemand it. Their ignorance is 


act. 


to meet the demands of the position in which 
we have placed them. And in this, as in all 
matters of justice and right, it will be found 
that duty and interest are in harmony. 

Sir, by the thirteenth amendment of the Con- 
stitution ‘we made the African race in this 
country freedmen. 
ment they were nominally made freemen; but 


are’ elevated above the ignorance and demor- 
alization of slavery, where enfranchisement 
foundthem. He only istruly enfranchised who 
|, votes intelligently as well as freely. Ignorance 
l; is not only *‘the mother of superstition ;’’ it is 


id 
i; 


Such a provision alone would seem inadequate |; 


in number; introduced them, with small ex- | 


as much political power, so far as the ballot is | 
recognize the maxim that popular intelligence | 


liberty. Our duty, therefore, demands that this | 
dangerous element, which we have introduced 


we have imposed upon them is a matter of the | T 
highest obligation due from us to them. They | 


no fault of theirs. Their emancipation wasour i M 
We are responsible for their ignorance; i 


we are responsible for their enfranchisement; : 
and therefore it is our duty to qualify them | 


By the fifteenth amend- |: 


| they can never be freemen in fact until they | 


the parent of vice, the toy ot demagogues, and 


the tool of tyrants. And there is great reason 
i] to fear that if the colored race is lett without 
'| the advantages of a better education than they 
can supply themselves their history wiil exem- 
plify the parable of the man in the Scriptures 
, outof whom the devils were cast, and whose last 
: condition was worse than the first. ‘Those of 
us who are now congratulating ourselves that 
the advancing column of liberty and progress 
- has been strengthened and reénforced by this 
new accession of suffrage may live to deplore 
our mistake unless speedy measures areadopted 
for the education and enlightenment of these 
recruits of freedom. Gratitude to their bene- 
factors, and the hatred of their enemies may 
bind them to us for a season; but the former 
will become weakened as the cause of it be- 
' comes more remote in the past, and when the 
` passions of the latter subside, policy will sug- 
gest that more can be accomplished by using 
them for party and sinister purposes than by 
persecuting them. 

If the friends of freedom and equality before 
the law would consolidate their triumph letthem 
educate the negro. Declaratory statutes and 
constitutional guarantees are not enough. He 
must be qualified to appreciate his rights and 

, to comprehend the means of vindicating them. 
| It has been so with the white man; it cannot 
| be different with the colored man. Practical 
equality among men consists largely in intel- 
lectual and educational equality, not only before 
the law, but in all the relationsof life. Ithas 
i| been suggested that the distribution of lands 
among the freedmen would remedy the diffi- 
i| culties of their situation. I should make no 
objection to sucha policy if it were practicable. 
Bat I would say, give them intelligence, give 
them education, and they will provide lands 
n for themselves. Without these qualifications 


09 || any such provision would be in a great degree 


futile. All provisions of law or of land will 
| be unavailing to secure them from oppression 
or from destitution while they remain in their 
present condition of ignorance and consequent 
imbecility and moral debasement. 

! But, Mr. President, this necessity of legis- 
lation to protect the nation against the perils 
| of popular ignorance does not arise alone from 
| the condition of the African race in our midst. 
A reference to the census of 1860 reveals the 
astounding fact that there were then in the 
United States and Territories 1,126,575 white 
|| persona over the age of twenty years who could 
ii neither read nor write: Of these, 467,023 
were males, and therefore voters. I presenta 
table showing how this mass of ignorance was 


distributed among the then several States and 
Territories: 

States. Males. Females. Total. 
Alabama. . 14,517 23,088 x 
Arkansas. . 9,379 14,263 
California.. ~ 11,835 7,154 
Connecticu 3,405 083 
Delaware... 2,838 3,823 
Florida... 2.378 2,963 

‘| Georgia. . 16,900 26,784 
‘; Minois... . 24,786. 33,251 
‘| Indiana.. .. 24,207 36,646 
owa .. 7,806 11,976 
Kansas...... » 1,28 1,776 
| Kentucky.. -» 28,742 38,835 
i Louisiana.. - 8051 9,757 
aine........ « 4,282 4,270 
; Maryland..... - 7,290 — 8,529 
, Massachusetts. . 16,969 29,293 
| Michigan......... . 8,596 8,845 
|| Minnesots.... . 2,382 2,369 
‘| Mississippi . 6,256 9,270 
; MiSSoUTi esenee isde 24,255 35,405 
| New Hampshire.. . 2,023 2,660 
| New Jersey...... 8,436 10,840 
|| New York......... . 47,703 68,262 
|) North Carolina... wee 26,024 42,104 
| "297 35,345 
il 762, 737 
27,560 44,596 
2.057 3,95 
: 5.811 8.981 
i 27,358 43,901 
8.514 9,900 
o Ve 4,467 4,402 
H Virginia..... wee OL,178 42.877 
| WIiSCOnSIN.........ccesseeseesenrsees 7,465 8,983 
ui Total States............00 e... 448,847 639,863 1,083,710 
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Moles. Females. Total. | sentiment of the country, we must recognize a 


Total States..........scc cesses 448,847 639,863 1,088,710 
Territories. i 

Colorado (no returns)... - - = 

Dakota 7 

3,506 

621 

143 

32,758 

323 

437 

18,176 19,689 37,865 


Total States.and Territories, 467,023 


659,552 1,126,575 


But this is not all. It is well known that in 
the States where there has been no system of 


free schools the educatian of a large propor: ` 
tion of those who may be.barely able to read ` 


and write is so limited and deficient as to amount 
to a very poor qualification for the duties of 
an American citizen, 


Is it not time that at- | 


tention.should be called to this appalling state ; 


of affairs? ; 
Mr. President, is not the policy of our states- 
men too exclusively materialistic in. its char- 
acter? Are not our Senates and academies 
and statesmen and scholars giving too great 


a preponderance to the development of the 


merely physical resources of the nation? Sir, 
wealth and physical power are not the only 
elements, nor, indeed, the principal elements 
of the national welfare. The true statesman, 
and even the wise political economist look 
more to the intellectual and the moral. 
they find the ouly safe principles which must 
underlie all abiding national. prosperity and 
glory. Moreover, looking only to the devel- 
opment and advancement of our material in- 
terests, it is demonstrable that. the general, 
education of the people would be the most 
efficient and reliable. basis of success. 
Sir, a calm and philosophic contemplation 
of the future of our country. must inspire the 
gravent apprehensions in the mind of every 
thoughtful patriot. Our territory, already im- 
mense, is constantly expanding, aud will con-. 
tinue to expand. 
voices exclaiming : aoa 
“No. pent up Utica confines our. powers ; 
The whole boundless continent is ours,” 
Already we include. every variety of climate, 
from the borders of the frigid zone almost to 
the tropic. 
admonish as of the effects of climate on the 
character, habits, passions, if not, indeed, on 
the opinions of mep., The diversities of eco-, 


nomical interests, embraced in this vast, ex- ' 


panse of territory, leading to antagoniams of. 


policy, will be no less numerous and hazardous : 
to the harmony of our internal relations. Dif-. | 


ference of race, difference of language, the dis: 
cord of heterogeneous civilizations introduced 
by the large and constant influx of foreign im; 
migration, will multiply and aggravate the dis- 
turbing influences which. are fk 


are here now, and Asia ‘is beginning to pour her 


herds upon our Pacific. coaats—all possessing 


if the masses of the southern. people had been 
as well instructed as the masses of the North ? 
. The time has come, Mr. President, when, 


ely. to. agitate: | 


Here ' 


Already we-hear ardent, | 


History, physiology, philosophy | 
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great factin our history; I mean the central- 


‘ization of power in the national Government, 


: We may regret it, but we cannot avoid it. 


. more and more. 


The emergencies of the late war hastened the 
development of this principle. The expand- 
ing proportions of our territory and the mul- 


tiplying antagonism incident to our national | 


progress will accelerate and develop it still 
Indeed, the history of all 
great nations would seem to imply that this 
tendency of centralization in the life and pro- 


gress of every great nation is inevitable. It 
seems to be a fundamental principle, insepar- ` 


able from national destiny. So testifies all 


human experience. 


+ Bat,’ says Mr. Draper in his late history - 


of our civil war, ‘‘ though the course of empire 
ig unvarying and resistless, its character may 


be determined by men. In an ignorant and : 


animalized nation the ‘central power will be 
profligate and tyrannical; on the contrary, an 


` intelligent people can fashion it as they please.’’ 


Let us, therefore, fashion ours aright by pro- 
viding the means of education and intelli- 
gence. 


What objection can there be to the applica- | 


tion of the people’s domain to the people’s | 
p 


education ? 


In what manner could it be more | 


beneficently used? And for a purpose so vital | 


to the public. welfare why may we not resort to 


other sources for means, if it be necessary, to | 
accomplish the object? - We do not hesitate to | 


grant millions of the public lands for the con- 
struction of railways across the western States 
and aeross the continent. Abatitig the extrav- 


agance which sometimes, as Í think, charac- , 


: terizes our liberality in this- respect, tending to 
i enrich pra Corporshions and pamper great 
‘ monopolies. far. a 

: build these great works, no man rejoices in | 


ove what is necessary to 


their construction more than Ido. Let them 


‘be made. Let them bind the nation from ocean 


to ocean in the strong bonds ef commercial 
interest and social intercourse.. Let them util- 
ize the immeasurable physical resources of the 


country,. and.. speed our progress in. all the | 
departments of the material power and pros- || 
‘|, perity of the nation. a : | 
Bat that- is not enongh. Therg remains a |. 
higher duty for us. and a 


A higher destiny for 
the people... -If we would fill up.the full meas- 
ure of the national welfare we must send the 


schoolmaster-along with the engineer ; we must | 


. ¢ueircle. the. continent with school-houses as | 


in. the intellect, of the people than in the quartz , 
mountains of California or the silver-bearing | 


lodes of the. Nevadas. The former must be 
developed as well. as the latter, else our-mate- 
riel wealth may become our. greatest. peril-and 
the truegrapdeur and glory of the Republic will 
remain, incomplete, And therefore I repeat 
the: inquiry, why: should.we not. set apart. the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands for the 


,, promotion of the people's education? ©. 


-If it be alleged that. the-burden-of the-public. 


debt would be ingreased by such an application | 


is the ignorance of so large a proportion of the 
people, involving so many disadvantages‘and sọ 
much detriment tothe public welfare. . Educa- 
tion ig the most, predugtive source of revenue, 


Intelligent industry: is the most remunerative | 
capital of any nation. Itigthe highest element 
Wherg do | 
we find the most fruitful fields: of our present | 


of a prosperous political economy. 


| of the land sales, let me answer that the- great- : 
est burden. which, the country. carries to-day : 


immense national revenues? I answer, on the 


barren goils and amid the inhospitable climate 
ef the New. England States.. The reason of 


| thig is found in the efficient school system and 


consequent general intelligence of the. people : 


of those States.: | _ 


whole people of the United States, and any 
use of them which should inure to the benefit 
of the whole people alike would be more war- 
rantable and far more equitable than the pre- 
vailing policy of surrendering them to private 
individuals and rich monopolies, oftentimes 
with little benefit to the public. I admit the 
necessity of providing means of access to our 
territories and making them available for gset- 
tlement and improvement; but the necessity 
of carrying light and development into the dark 
and dormant wastes of ignorance among our 
people is still more imperative. 

Besides, what are the police powers of the 
nation? May we not pass laws to preserve the 
peace, to maintain order, to enforce the laws, 
to prevent crime and immorality? And then, 
there is the supreme law, the public safety. 


- And is not universal education essential to 


these ends? Can liberty endure without it? 
Is it uot indispensable to the life and perpe- 
tuity of the nation? Does it not involve the 
supreme good of the nation? Sir, I think we 
may here find authority for going beyond the 
proceeds of the public lands. f should have 
no hesitation in adding a liberal per cent. of 
increase of the tax on whisky and tobacco, and 
of thus making these sources of vice and crime 
contribute $10,000,000 annually for the pur- 
poses of education. 

Mr. President, I conclude in the language 


: of Mr. Guizot, still more applicable to the 


| and secure its stability.’ 


If any question should be raised as. to the © 


power of Congress to dispose of the proceeds 


of sale of the public lands for the purposes | 
indigated, I suppose. it would be a sufficient | 
answer to say that these lands belong to the |; .The-next amendment, was in section forty- 


United States than to France: 


“ Universal education is henceforth one of the guar- 
antees of liberty and social stability. As every prin- 
ciple in our Government is founded on justice and 
reason, to diffuse education among the people, to 
develop their understandings, and enlighten their 


mind isto strengthen our constitutional Government 


I ask for the passage of the resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the resolution. It is a resolu- 
tion of inquiry. E 

The resolution was adopted. 

SHIPPING OF SEAMEN: 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate now 
resumes the consideration of the Calendar on 
page 11, order of business No. 298. The Sec- 
retary will report the first bill, =. 

The first bill- on the Calender was the bill 
(S. No. 532} to authorize the appointment. of 
shipping commissioners, by the judges of the 
several district courts of the United States to 
superintend the shipping and discharge of sea- 


: h $ ` ' men engaged in merchant ships belonging to 
well as railroads., .Sir, there are richer mines | £ hi pà gng 


the United States, and for the further. protec- 
tion of seamen; which was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. : 

The Secretary read the bill at length. 

The Committee on Commerce had reported 
the bill with amendments. ‘The first amend- 
ment was in section twelve, line three, to strike 
out the word.‘‘ fifty.’ and insert ‘‘ seventy-five ;”’ 
so that the section will read:  — — a! 
_ That the master of every ship bound from a port 
in the United States to any foreign port, or. of a 
ship of the burden of seventy-five tons or upward, 
bound froma port inone State to a port in any other 
than an adjoining State, shall, before he proceed on 
such voyage, make an agreement, in writing or 10 
print, with every seaman whom hecarries toseaag one 
of thecrew, in the manner hereinafter mentioned, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

_ The. next. amendment. was in. section thirty- 
nine, line twenty-five, after the word ‘‘quan- 
tities,’’ to insert. ‘‘or were unavoidably injured 
or lost;’’ and in line twenty-six of the same 
section, after the word ‘‘thereof,’’ to insert the 
words ‘tin a reasonable time;’’ so that the 
clause will read: ~. > ; 

But if it is shown to, the satisfaction of the court 
before which the case is tried that any provisions, 
the allowance of which has been reduced, could no 
be procured or supplied in sufficient quantities, or 
were unavoidably injured or lost, and that proper 
and equivalent substitutes were supplied in lieu 
thereof in a reasonable time, the court shall take 
such circumstances into consideration, and shall 
modify or refuse compensation as the justice of the 
case may require. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
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to strike out the word “one” 
; 


i . ry 
one, line 81x; 
and insert t five” before the word ‘ hundred 
so as to read: 


That if on any such ship, 
cines, medical stores, lime 
articles, sugar and yinegar, 
quired, are not provided and 
inbefore required, th 
penalty not exceeding $500, &o. 


. The amendment was agreed to. . 
The next amendment was in section fifty- 


as aforesaid, sach medi- 
or Jemon juice, or other 


| 


as aro hereinbefore re- |; 

kept on board as here- ; 

o master or owner shall incur a 
master 


of the chairman of the committee, the Senator 
from Michigan, whether it is intended by this 


bill to have every judge of every district court | 


in the United States appoint a shipping com- 
missioner, or whether itis intended to confine 


that right to the judges of those districts in | 


which there are ports ? 


Mr. CHANDLER. OF course it is confined | 


to those districts where there are ports and 


three, line eighteen, to strikeout ‘‘two months” | 


aud insert ‘one month ;”’ so that the clause — 


will read: 


Second. For negtecti 
fone cause, to join h 

is ship, or Q 
within twenty-four hours of the ship’s saing from 
any port, either at the commencement or during the 
progress of any voyage, } f 
out sufficient reason from his 
not amounting to desertion, 


ng and refusing, without ren- 


without leave and wi 

ship, or from his duty, 
or not treated as such by the master, à 
liable to imprisonment for any period not exceeding 
one month, and also, at the discretion of the court, 


is ship, or to proceed to sesin | 
for absen without leave at any time | 


| collector of customs.”’ 


he shall be ` 


or for absence at any time ` 


to forfeit out of his wages a sum not exceeding the | 


amount of two days’ pay, and in addition, for every 
twenty-four hours of absence, either a sum not ex- 
ceeding six days’ pay or any expenses which have 
been properly incurred in hiring a substitute. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


where there are seamen. 

Mr. CASSERLY. The first section is sus- 
ceptible of either interpretation perhaps. 

Mr. CHANDLER, It is intended to apply 


only to districts where there are ports, of . 


course. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Mr. CASSERLY. The first clause of the 
first section as far as line eight is general and 


unqualified. It gives the right to every judge ` 


‘In which there is a: 


Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will read 
a line further [ think he will see that the bill 
is sufficiently guarded. It reads: 

Each district judge shall appoint a commissioner 


orcommissioners for the sea-port or ports within their 
respective districts. 


Does not that cover the ground? 

Mr. CASSERLY. That clause did not es- 
! cape my attention. On the contrary, I referred 
to it just now, and I stated that in my opinion 
that is in direct conflict with the preceding 
eight lines. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Supposethe words ‘and 
no other” should be inserted after the words 
tin their respective districts; would that 
meet the Senator’s approval? 

Mr. CASSERLY. I will prepare an amend- 


' ment if there is any further discussion on the 


` of every district court to appoint a shipping 
: commissioner. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from 
California will examine the section he will see 
that it is confined to those districts *‘ in which 


' there is a collector of customs, or which is a 


‘ port of entry.” 


The next amendment was in section fifty- : 


three, line forty, to strike out the word ‘‘twelve’’ 
and insert “six; so that the clause will read: 


Sixth. For assaulting any master or mate he shall 
be liable to imprisonment for any period not exceed- 
ing six months. 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to strike out the 


fity-seventh section of the bill, in the follow- | bill is that the first eight lines give, without ; 


Bec. 57. And be dt farther enacted, That any court ` qualification or exception, the right to every 


ing words: 


having admiralty jurisdiction in any State or Terri- 


tory of the United States may, upon the application ; 


of the owner of any shi 


being within the jurisdic- ` 


tion of such court, or by the part owner, or consignee, . 


or by the agent of the owner, or by any mate, or b 
one third or mere of the crew of such ship, and upon 
proof on oath to the satisfaction of such court that 
the removal of the master of such ship is necessary, 
remove him accordingly; and may also, with the 


y` 


tricts that have no ports of entry. 
Nr. CHANDLER. I think the 
ciently guarded in that respect. 
Mr. CASSERLY. { do not think the Sen- 
ator from Illinois gets the point of my question. 
My own judgment is that this power of appoint- 
ment by distriet judges should be confined tọ 
those judges in whose districts there is a port. 
But the difficulty abont the first section ot this 


bill is sufi- 


| judge of a district court of the United States 


consent of the owner, or his agent, or the consignee ‘i 
of the ship, or if there is no owner, or agent of the : 


owner, or consignee of the ship within the jurisdic- 
tion of thecourt, then withoutsuch consent; and may 


also make such order, and may require sach secur- || 


ity in respect of costs in the matter as it thinks fit. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


_ The next amendment was to strike out the 
sixty-fourth section of the bill, in the following 
words: 

Brc. 64. And be it further enacted, That all entries 
made in any official log-book, as hereinbefore di- 
rected, shall be received in evidence in any pro- 
ecoding in any court of justice, subject to ail just 
exceptions, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. COLE. There is a mistake in the num- 
bering of the preceding section. It is printed 
‘t thirty-six.” It should be section ‘* sixty- 

ree. -> 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Av- 
THONY in the chair.) That correction will be 
made. : . 

_ The next amendment was in section sixty- 
six, line two, to strike out “‘five’’ before 


“ dollars” and ingert “‘ten;’’ so that the sec: | 


tion will read: 


Sec. 66. And be it further enacted, That no debt, 
exceeding in amount ten dollars, incurred by any 
seaman after he has engaged to serve shall be recov- 
erable until the service agreed for is concluded. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section seventy- 
one, line nineteen, to strike out ‘ten’ and 
insert ‘‘five;’’ so that the clause will tead; 

Fees payable by the master or owner for appren- 
ticing boys to the sea service: 


For each boy so bound, including the indenture 
five dollars. , 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That con- 
cludes the amendments reported by the Com- 
‘mittee on Commeree. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate as 
-amended. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I should like to inquire 


to.appoint a shipping commissioner: ‘‘ for every 
sea-port in the 


a collector of customs or which isa 


There are a great many dis- :| 


bill, and present it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. There. will be no dis 
cussion I presume. 

Mr. BAYARD. I suggest to the Senator 
from California and the Senator from Michi- 

an whether inserting in the fifth line, after 
the word ‘‘courts,’’ the words ‘‘ within their 
_ respective districts,” and striking out from the 
word ‘‘each”’ in the eighth line to the word 


n U districts” in the tenth line, would not meet 


‘the object which the Senator from California 


‘; has in view? ; 


| Mr. CHANDLER. I think that would cover 


| 


nited States in which there is `: 
ort of | 


entry ;’’ and then it goes on to say, in the next ; 
: three lines, ‘‘each distriet judge shall appoint a 
: commissioner or commissioners for the sea-port 
or ports within their respective districts.” ` 


Those two sentences of that section are in con- 


: flict with each other, as it seems to-me. . 


Mr. CHANDLER.. Does the Senator pro- 
ose an amendment? 


Mr. CASSERLY. I think it ought to be 


amended by the chairman of the committee so : 
that the appointment shail be confined to those : 


districts having ports. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I will accept that asan | 


amendment if the Senator will move it. The 
committee thought the ‘bill was guarded: with 
sufficient care in that respect; but if the Sen- 
ator thinks not, [ am willing tu agree to any 
amendment that he may suggest. 


| 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first | o; : f ; 
question will be on concurring in thè amend- |! ont the eighth and ninth lines? 


ments made as in Committee of the Whole. 
The amendments were coneurred in. - 


Mr. CASSERLY. Tt is not very easy. to || 


draw at once an amendment that would accom- 
plish the purpose. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will ask the Senator 
from California if it would not accomplish the 


urpose which he hasin view to make the sec- : 
“5 for which there is a collector of customs, or which 


ton read in this way: 

That each judge of a district court of the United 
States is hereby authorized and empowered to, and 
shall appoint, under the seal of his court, a commis- 
sioner or commissioners for every sea-port in the 
United States in which thereis acolleetor of customs 
or which is 4 port of entry. . : 

So that each judge shall appoint in his dis- 
trict a commissioner where there is 4 port of 
entry or g collector of éustoms in his district. 

Mr. CASSERLY. ‘That is undoubtedly the 
proper wording of such a law; but the trouble 
with the bill as it stands is that that is not the 
wording. A 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Suppose it were so 
changed, would that accomplish the object? 

Mr. CASSERLY. It should be changed so 
as to confine the power of appointment to such 
judges as are judges of districts in which there 
is a port of entry with a collector of-customs. 


I 


| The Secretary re 


l 


| the point. rae 

Mr. BAYARD. In that shape I think it 
| would meet the view of the Senator from Cali- 
| fornia. 
| Mr. CASSERLY. Iwill move an aimend- 
i ment, and, if the Senator from Michigan will 
allow me to state it to him I think he will ac- 
| cept it, I propose to strike out words from 
' the first section so as to make it read: 

That the judges ofthe several district courtsof the 
United States, in whose districts there is a sea-port 
for whith there 1s a collector of customs, or which is 
a port of entry, shall appoint a shipping commis- 


sioner or commissioners for the sea-port or ports 
within their respective districts. 


It seems to me that would cover the ground. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will aecept that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Willthe Sen- 
ator send his amendment to the Chair? — 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Clerk will so 
amend the bill it will be satisfactory. 

The SECRETARY. Itis proposed to amend the 
first section so that it shall read: 


That the judges of ‘the several district courts ofthe 
United States, in whose districts there is a sea-port, 


‘|! for which there is a collector of customs, or which 
1; ds a port of entry, shall appoint a shipping commis- 
| sioner or commissioners for the sea-port or ports 


within their respective districts. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Then you wanttostrike 


Mr. CASSERLY.«. Certainly; I struck out 
' what should be stricken out in the amendment 
as I sent it up to the desk. l i 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask the Secretary to 
| read the section down to the eleventh line as 
‘itis now amended. -- se 
ad as follows: 


That the judges of the several district courts of the 
United States, in whose distriets there is a sea-port, 


i is a port of entry, shall appoint a shipping commis- 
: sioner or. commissioners for the sea-port or ports 
i within their respective districts; such commission- 
; ers to be termed “shipping commissioners.” 

`. Mr. CHANDLER and Mr. TRUMBULL. 
| That.is.right. 

i Mr. CASSERLY. The word “shipping” 
i where it first occurs should come out. : 

! The PRESIDING OFFICER. . The amend- 


4 
; ment will be so corrected. he hes 

| Mr. BAYARD. Section four of this bill 
| provides: bee 
| Thatevery shipping commigsioner shall Lease, rent, 
| or procure suitable premises, for the transaction of 
` business, and for the preservation of the books and 
other documents connected therewith, &c. 

|. I move to ametid the section by inserting in 
: the second line, after the word * procure,’’ the 
words “ at his own cost.” oo 
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Mr. CHANDLER, If the Senator will par- 
don me 

Mr. BAYARD. I willexplain to the honor- 
able Senator my reason for this amendment. 

Mr. CHANDLER, There is no compensa- 
tion allowed except the fees received from 
sailors and shippers. 


Mr. BAYARD. But I prefer that these | 


words should be inserted. It seems to me that 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 26, 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Ithink I must object. I 
have no objection to any law that will declare 
expressly what the salary of this officer shall 
be; I will vote to give him a reasonable com- 


pensation for his services in view of what others | 


receive for like services ; but to provide by this 


` indirection that a certain act shall not be con- 


the section without the addition of these words ` 
would leave it to the shipping commissioners, ` 


under the mandatory language of this act, to 


rent just what places they please, and the ex- » 


pense would be infinite to the Government. 


Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will read ` 


the bill through he will see that the commis- 
sioner is to pay it from his fees. There is no 
cost to the Government in any event. 


strued to repeal a certain other act is legislat- 
It may -: 


ing, to a great extent, in the dark. 
affect others besides this officer. 
Mr. ABBOTT. If the Senator will listen a 


, moment-—— 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


; understood the Senator from Oregon to object 


Mr. BAYARD. If the Senator’s interpreta- ` 
tion be true there can be no objection to affirm- | 
ing the proposition more strongly in the words | 


I propose. 


the amendment. 
Mr. BAYARD. I move to amend the bill 


line two, section four, after the word “ pro- 
cure,” the words ‘‘at his own cost;’’ so as to 
read: 


That every shipping commissionershal]l lease, rent, 
or procure, at his own cost, suitable premises for the 
transaction of business, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. BAYARD. There is a verbal amend- 
ment necessary in order to put section seventy- 
one in the ordinary sbape of such legislation : 

That all acts or parts of acta contrary to or con- 


flicting with the provisions of this act are hereby 
repealed. 


The customary phrase is: 


“AN acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed.” 


Mr. CHANDLER. Let that change be 
made. 


Mr. BAYARD. Strike out the words ‘‘ con- 


trary to or conflicting” and insert the word 
“inconsistent,” 

Mr. COLE. There is no necessity for the 
section at all. 

Mr. BAYARD. We all know that there is 
a repeal of acts worked simply by passing an 
act contrary in its effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This cor- 
rection will be made by general consent if 
there be no objection. The Chair hears none. 

The bill was passed. 


CUSTOMS COLLECTOR AT WILMINGTON. 


Mr. ABBOTT. I desire to call up Senate 
joint resolution No. 133, that was passed over 
yesterday, having been objected to by the 
Senator from Kansas, [Mr. Pomeroy. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It requires 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I suppose there will be no 
objection. ` 

Mr. POMEROY. What bill is it? 

Mr. ABBOTT. Itis Senate joint resolution 
‘No. 183. 

Mr. CORBETT. It is in regard to the 
salary of a collector in North Carolina. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I will explain, if necessary, 
s0 that the Senate will understand what it is. 
The former compensation of the collector at 
“Wilmington was simply derived from commis- 
sions, two and a half per cent. on certain items. 
That was by an act passed in 1804. Afterward 
Congress gave him a salary, and intended also 
to give him the commissions up as high as 
$2,500 ; butinstead ofthe act reading ‘‘commis- 
sions” it read “‘ fees,” so that he gets but about 
fourteen hundred dollars a year, which is not 
enough. This resolution, which I introduced, 
provides that the act of the 27th of March, 1867, 
entitled ‘‘ An act relative to the compensation 
of certain officers of the customs,” shall not be 
construed as repealing the act of 1804. There 
was evidently a mistake in the act of 1867. 


to the consideration of the bill. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I will not object to its ` 


consideration. 

Mr. ABBOTT. The law of 1867 reads as 
follows: 

“And the collector of each of said districts shall 


reside at the port of entry thereof, and shall be ap- ` 


pointed by the President, by and with the advice and 


` consent of the Senate, and receive a salary at the rate 


Mr. CHANDLER. I have no objection to | 


of $1,000 per annum in addition to the fees of office: 


ii Provided, That such compensation shall in no case 


five distinct stinks. 


exceed the sum of $2,500 per annum in the aggre- 


i h : » n gato? 
by inserting the words I have mentioned, in ©" 


He has the fees now, but they and the salary 
only amount to about fourteen hundred dollars. 


In this act of 1867 the word ‘‘commissions”’ | 


was left out. It should have said ‘fees and 
commissions.” 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


as he is not in his seat I suggest to the Senator 


from North Carolina to postpone this matter 


until some time when the Senator from Ohio 
shall be present. 


Mr. POMEROY. Let us proceed with the : 


Calendar. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understood that it was 
pan over that the Senator from North Caro- 
i 


na might be in his seat when it was consid- | 


ered. ; 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I know of 
no objection to it; but I noticed that the Sen- 
ator from Ohio took some interest in it yester- 
day, and he is not present. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will not object to it 
when the Senator from Ohio is in his seat. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
will be passed over. 


WASHINGTON MARKET COMPANY. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


the Senate to take up a bill that will not be 
reached to-day, merely to concur in some 


amendments proposed by the Committee on | 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 


incorporating the Washington Market-house 
Company. I think every Senator will be in 
favor of the passage of that bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. We can reach it to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I do not know 
ae It will take but a few moments to con- 
sider it. 


Mr. SUMNER. I think that bill had better ` 


be put on its passage. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It is import- | 


ant to get at the work early in the season. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 

from Vermont asks unanimous consent to pro- 

ceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 


No. 1084) to incorporate the Washington Mar- ; 


ket Company. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I have two or three import- 
ant bills that I should like to have considered. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will not press 
it now if a single Senator objects; but it is 
really important that the men here in the city 


should have an opportunity to get to work ` 


upon this business and to clear out the street 
from at least seventy-two smells and four or 
(Laughter. ] - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
any objection to the consideration of the bill 
asked for by the Senator from Vermont? The 
Chair hears ‘no objection. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


Undoubtedly it was a mistake. ; 
I think the | 
; chairman of the Committee on Finance gave | 
| some attention to this subject yesterday, and 


I appeal to | 


It is the bill |: 


proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 1084) 
to incorporate the Washington Market Com- 


pany. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Isuggest that 
only the amendments be read. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. This is a House bill, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Itis a House 
bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamend- 
ments will be read. 

The Committee on Public Buildings and 
. Grounds reported the bill with amendments, 

The first amendment was in section two, line 
. forty-seven, after the word ‘* thereof,” to strike 
out the words— 

For the term for which tho sale has beon madeand 
the rents are promptly paid; and the rentsshal] only 
be raised by consent of the mayor and the common 
council. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

So long as ho chooses to occupy the same for hig 
own business and pay the rent therefor; and the 
rent shall only beraised on application to the mayor 
and common council, who, after hearing the parties, 
may change and determine the same. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section two, 
. line sixty-one, to strike out the word ‘ police” 
before ‘‘regulations;’’ in line sixty-two, after 
the words ‘‘ thereof as,” to insert ‘in their 
judgment,” and in line sixty-three to strike 
out the word ‘‘interest’’ before “ conven- 
ience ;’’ so as to make the clause read : 


t 

| And the municipal government of said city shall 
|| at all times have power to make and enforce such 

| reguiations with regard to said market and the man- 

| agement thereof as in their judgment the conven- 

: ience, health, and safety of the community may 
H require. 

| The amendment was agreed to. 

| The next amendment was in section three 
n line five, to strike out the words “office of 
'| said company ” and insert ‘‘ National Hotel,” 
and in line six, before the word ‘* Monday,” 
; insert ‘* second ;’’ so as to make the clause 
i read: 


The stock may be subscribed for upon the books 
|; of the company, which shall be open at the National 
| Hotel, in the city of Washington, on the second Mon- 
| day following 
| o’clock, noon. 


| The amendment was agreed to. - 


| Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to 
ii correct the phraseology of the next amend- 
‘ ment; in line nineteen to strike out the word 
: first ;’? in line twenty-one to insert the word 
“‘and”’ after ‘‘practicable,’’ and strike out the 
| word ‘‘ second ;*’ and after the word ‘ deduc- 
| tions” to insert the words ‘‘ necessary in con- 
sequence of any excess of subscriptions,” so 
: as ese it one entire paragraph without a 
period. 

The Cuter Cierx. The next amendment of 
the committee, as modified, is after the word 
‘t same,” in line fourteen, to insert: 

By the said corporators. After the books, as afore- 
said, shall have been kept open for the space of two 
days, if a larger amount than the capital stock of 


(| said company shall have been subscribed the books 
' shall be closed, and the said corporators shall forth- 


the final passage of this act, at twelve 


» With apportion said capital stock among the sub- 
|; scribers in such manner that citizens of the city of 
|| Washington shall have the fall amount individually 
|| subscribed for, so far as may be practicable, and that 
|| any deductions necessary in consequence of any excess 
|| of subscriptions shall be made from subscriptions of 
i| the largest amount, so that no bona fide subscription 
shall be diminished while any larger subscription 
i shall be maintained. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was 
| in line twenty-five of the same section, after the 
word ‘‘subscribed,’’ to insert ‘‘and appor- 
tioned.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert at the 
end of section twelve the following: 


Provided, That if the corporation of the city of 
Washington shall, aftera period of thirty years from 
' the approval of this act, by a vote of the councils 
thereof, express a desire to possess itself of the sai 

market buildingsand grounds, Congress may author- 
ize the corporate authorities to take possession of tho 
same upon payment to the said market-house com- 
pany of a sum of money equal to a fair and just yalo 
_ation of tho buildings and improvements then stand- 


1870. 


and manner of 


ingoa said groands; and the mode determined by 


ascertaining such valuation shall be 
Congress. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in section four- 
teen, line five, to strike out “sixteen?” before 
t thousand,” and to insert “twenty-five ;’’ so 
as to read: 


That in consideration of the 
this act to the Washington MN 
said company shall pay, yearly, 
the said term of ninety-nine years, 
Washington the sum of $25,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in section four- 
teen, line eight, to insert after the words ‘‘said 
city for the’? the words ‘‘establishment and 
maintenance of schools and the ;’’ 
read: 


rivileges granted by 
arket Company, the 
every year during 
unto the city of 


so as to 


George E. Grisham, of Tennessee; which was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
The Committee on Claims reported the bill 


| with an amendment, to strike out all after the 


“enacting clause and in licu of the matter 


Which sum shall bo received by said city, and set © 


apart and expended by and under the direction of 
thecity government of saidcity forthe establishment 
and maintenance of schools and tho bog eh and 
relief-of the poor of said city and of the District of 
Columbia. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in section seven- 
teen, to strike out the proviso, in the following 
words: 


Provided, That nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to prevent the erection of market-houses in 


the city of Washington or city of Georgetown, when | 


erected by private or individual subscription. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 


The amendments were ordered to be en- :: 


grossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 


BILLS OBJECTED TO. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
will resume the consideration of bills on the 
Calendar in their order. The next in’order 
will be read. 

The next bill was the bill (S. No. 491) relat- 
ing to the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. DAVIS. I wish farther time to look 
into that bill. I object to its consideration 


now. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
objected to, and goes over. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 368) making it a misdemeanor to fit 
out or equip ships of war, or to sell or furnish 
arms or munitions of war, with intent that 
they shall be employed in the service of any 
foreign prince or State to commit hostilities 
against the people of any province, district, or 
colony who are in a state of armed insurrec- 
tion against sach foreign prince or State, and 


vessel, 

Mr. MORTON. I should be glad to have 
that bill put on its passage if there be no ob- 
jection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection, and the bill will be read 
at length. , 

The bill was read. 


Mr. HOWE. I believe my colleague wishes | 


to debate that bill when it comes up for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I think itis too much of 
a bill to be passed without discussion, at any 
rate. It involves important principles. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish that it may lie over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will lie 


over. 
Mr. SUMNER. Well, the Senator's col- 


league can discuss some other proposition. 
[ Laughter. ] a 


_ Mr. HOWE. I am obliged for the sugges- 
tion. That did not occur to me. 


be passed over. 
GEORGE E. GRISHAM. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 268) for the relief of Captain 


Laughter. ] | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ie bill r ; 


stricken out to insert “‘ that the Paymaster 
General be, and he is hereby, required to pay 
George E. Grisham, late captain of company 
I, of the eighth Tennessee volunteer cavalry, 
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the sum due as captain of cavalry, for the- 


period of six months’ services as such imme- | 


diately preceding the 21st day of April, 1864.’ 
Mr. WARNER. I move to amend by add- 
ing at the proper place the words ‘‘and allow- 
ances,’’ so as to cover pay and allowances. 
Mr. PRATT. I reported that bill, and I 
accept the amendment. 
The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like a word of 
explanation of the bill. 

Mr. PRATT. The report is there. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Let the report 
be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report 
submitted by Mr. Prarr, from the Committee 
on Claims, on the 9th ultimo: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom wasreferred tho 


` bill (H. R. No. 268) for the relief of Captain George 


i E. Grisham, of Teanessce, having had the same, with 


the accompanying evidence, under consideration, 
report: 

That it appears from the evidence on filo, that on 
the 5th day of September, 1863, Captain Grisham 
commenced recruiting a company of cavalry for the 
tenth Tennessce cavalry, under verbal orders from 
Colonel S. K.N. Patton, in the town of Jonesborough ; 


ii that soon afterward the Union forces, then holding 


` B Mirr ii that » bei lled to fail back to G: - 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. : that Fince iorad bis recraits to rendezvous there 


ville, he ordered his recruits to rendezvous there, 


: where the regiment was organized and received arms, 


i. but was not mustered. 


rom that place the regi- 


i, ment was ordered to fall back to Mossy Creek, where 


the regiment was mustered by Licutenant Pettit, of 


| the United States Army. Owing to many of the new 
' recruits falling sick, Captain Grisham’s company fell 


short of the number necessary to entitle him to be 
mustered.as its captain, though he had on his roll at 
that time as high as one hundred and twenty-six 
men. Under orders received the regiment then fell 
back across the mountainsto Camp Nelson,Kentucky. 


This march, conducted in the winter, over a rough ` 


and mountainous country, was attended by great 
hardships and sufferings. 
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plete the number necessary to bo mustered as offi- 
cers, General Gillem issued orders to myself, Captain 
McLaughlin, Captain Hartman, Lientenant Maho- 
ney, and other officers, to proceed to Hast Tennessee 
and recruit men for the regiment, which was done.” 

Tho committee, therefore, adopt the conclusion at 
| which a former committee of this body arrived, that 
‘Captain Grisham bo allowed pay as captain for six 
months only prior to April 21, 1864, the dato of his 
muster-in as captain of company I, and accordingly 
report.the bill for his relief, withan amendment, and 
recommend its passage. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
‘tion is on the amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
‘ed, and the amendment was concurred in. It 
| was ordered thatthe amendment be engrossed 
and the bill read a third time. The bill was 


‘read the third time, and passed. 
WITHDRAWAL OF SPIRITS. 


| The next business on the Calendar was the 
' joint resolution (H. R. No. 179) for extending 
‘time for the withdrawal of spirits from distill- 
ery warehouses, reported adversely from the 
Committee on Finance. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. It 
proposes to amend section twenty-three of the 
act imposing taxes on distilled spirjts and to- 
' bacco, and for other purposes, approved July 
| 20, 1868, so that the time for the payment of 


| the tax on distilled spirits may be extended to 


| three years from the date of the entry for de- 
| posit in a distillery warehouse; and the bond 
| prescribed to be given in that section is to be 
| hereafter conditioned for such payment before 
|! removal of the spirits from distillery ware- 
house, and within three years from the date of 


At that post General A. C. Gillem, adjutant gen- | 


eral of the State of Tennessee, assumed command 
of the Tennessee troops. Several companies of this 


; regiment, lacking therequisite number of men neces- 
sary to the mustering in of officers, Captain Grisham ‘i 
and several other officers proceeded, under the orders ` 


| 


of General Gillem, to East Tennessee to recruit more | 


men for the regiment. o 9 
the order for recruiting, having expir 
Grisham rejoined his regiment, whic had been re- 
moved in the mean time from Camp Nelson to Nash- 
ville. 

In the mean time the tenth regiment had been 
consolidated with an older one, known as the eighth 
Tennessee volunteer cavalry, and when Captain 
Grisham came to be mustered in as captain of the 


sore : | h ised tl i 
providing for the forfeiture of such ship or | company he had raised the mastering officer refused 


to muster him asof the date hehad enlisted the com- 
pany, or as of the time when the company received 
their arms. He was therefore mustered as captain 
of company I, eighth Tennessee volunteer cavalry, 
on the żist of April, 1864, and his commission bears 
the same date. ve 

_ Hisstatement, of which the foregoing isan abstract, 
is sworn to by him; and three officers of the regiment 


| certify under oath that they know the facts as set 


forth to be true, they having served with him during 
the whole period of his service inthe Army. | 
General Gillem certifies that from the period he 
met Captain Grisham at Camp N elson, which was in 
December, 1863, he is personally cognizant that he 
is entitled to pay. Hoe expresses the opinion that he 
should be paid from September 5, 1863, to April 21, 


1864. He pays a high eompliment.to his qualities as | 


a soldier and man. 
Thomas F. Buckingham testifies that he was en- 


| listed by Captain Grisham on the 5th of September, 


1863, and adds: 
**T further certify that he, said George E. Grisham, 


had and did enlist upon that occasion a company of | 


cavalry for what was then called and known as the 
tenth ‘Tennessee volunteer cavalry, which company 
was afterward consolidated with the eighth Tennes- 


i; see volunteer cavalry.” 


Several soldiers of company I, of the latter regi- 


On the 20th of March, 1864, | 
ed, Captain | 


ment, prove, in a certificate, that they were enlisted | 


by Captain Grisham on the 5th day of September, 
1863; but it does not clearly appear from the evi- 
dence at what particular date the company was fall. 


Nor does it appear from the evidence whether Cap- | 


tain Grisham employed his whole time in recruiting 
in East Tennesse until he rejoined his men in March, 
1864, at Nashville. His own statement on that point 
is ns follows: 


‘| of one half cent 


such entry. This extension of time for three 
|| years from the date of entry is to be allowed 
on any distilled spirits now in genien ware- 

house upon the giving of a new and additional 

bond, in form and conditioned as prescribed 
„in that section, for the time remaining until 
i the end of such period of three years. But in 
' all cases there is to be included in the tax to 
be paid on distilled spirits, in addition to the 
_ tax now assessed by law, a further amount of 
: one cent on each proof gallon of such spirits 
so deposited for each month after one year - 
from the time of deposit, and until the spirits 
are withdrawn; and any fraction of a month 
at the time of removal is to be counted as a 
full month. Any distilled spirits remaining in 
a distillery warehouse for more than three years 
from the time of entry are to be forfeited to 
i the United States. 

Mr. BAYARD. That joint resolution, on 
which an adverse report is made by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, is susceptible ofamendment 
which I think will recommend it to the favor- 
able consideration of the Senate, as it does, I 
believe, to that of a majority of the committee, 
and I say this after some consultation with the 
committee. I propose to amend the joint res- 
olution in lines eleven, twelve, sixteen, and 
twenty-three by striking out the word “‘ three’ 
‘and inserting ‘‘two,’’ and in the eighteenth 
i line by inserting after the word ‘‘one”’ and be- 
! forethe word ‘‘cent’’ the words ‘‘ half of one.’’ 
The object of these amendments is to make the 
joint resolution satisfactory to the majority of 
| the committee and, I think, of the Senate. The 
i| resolution relates to an exceedingly important 
' and valuable source of revenue to the United 
States, and I think itis both just and expedient 
i that the resolution, as amended in the manner 
I have suggested, should receive the concur- 
rence of the Senate. The effectof the amend- 
ment is to change the time to two years within 
which distilled spirits can remain in the ware- 
i house. Underthe present law the time allowed 

istwelve months. The resolution, as I propose 

to amend it, will extend that for twelve months 
longer. The consideration to the Government 
for that extension of time isan increase of tax 
ts gallon per month upon the 

spirits so entered. {Í think it will give to the 
Government an increased revenue, and at the 


" Qur companies still Jacking afew men to com- j| same time be an act of some degree of accom- 
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modation to a very large and important sogrce 
from which that revenue is drawn. I ask that 
these amendments be made. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I will simply state that 
there was a division of opinion in the commit- 
teď as to this joint resolution, a majority in- 
structingme to make an adverse report upon it. 
I do not suppose the resolution can possibly 


pass without an extended discussion, because it | 
involves questions of considerable magnitude, ` 


and the report of the committee is in accord- 
ance with the views and wishes of the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue, who does not 
think it advisable under existing circumstances 
to extend this time; and of course the Senate 
would not be willing to overrule his decision 


on the subject without considerable discus- ` 


sion. 


Vermont.. Let it go over. . 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Teupbose it bad better 
go over on that account. 


large. portion of the day to dispose of the res- 
olution ; and therefore it had better go over. 
Mr. BAYARD. I am not aware that the 


Mr. POMEROY and Mr. MORRILL, of . The difficulty with the committee was that they . 


should be very glad . 
to have action taken upon it, because I know | 
that many persons are interested in this ques- į 
tion and desire to have it settled one way or | 
the other ; but I am confident it would take a | 


line five, after the word ‘‘appraisers,’’ to strike 
out the following words: i 


-And the amount of the debts contracted by the 
sachem and councilors for the benefit of said tribes, 
amounting to thesumof A 


missioner of Indian Affairs. 
So that the section will read: 


That from the first proceeds of the sale of lands, ` 


as provided in the second section of this act, shall 
be paid the expenses of appraisal and sale of said 


lands, the amounts due to individuals for improve- ` 


ments as returned by the appraisers. 


Mr. HOWE. Before the question is taken 


: on striking out I move to fill that blank with 
"$6 $11,000." 


‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. That amendment being 
agreed to, the amendment proposed by the 
committee probably ought not to be adopted. 


‘ were not aware of the amount of indebtedness 


: that ought to be paid. Since the bill was 
: reported, however, the Senator from Wiscon- 


sin has looked into the matter and satisfied 


; himself that this amount ought to be paid, and 
` on his statement the committee will agree that 
:, that amendment be rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


‘tion is on the amendment reported by the 


Senator from Oregon desires to discussit ; but , 


I am aware it has occupied his attention in | 
committee, and his opinion is probably made | 
If other Senators desire to | 


up on the subject. 
discuss it of course it will have to go over. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Iam advised that other | 


Senators do desire to discuss it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
resolution. is. objected to; -and the next bill on 
the Oalendar will be stated. - 


CAPTURED CUBAN INSURGENTS. 


` The next business on the Calendar was the ` 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 152) in relation to 


the conduct of the Spanish Government in its 
treatment of captured Cuban insurgents. 

Mr. POMEROY. I move that that joint 
resolution be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. . 


JAMES M. ELLISON, 


e The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(S. No. 648) for the relief of James M. Ellison. | 
It proposes , 
to refer the claim of James M. Ellison against | 
the United ‘States for his property, which he | 
alldges was seized by the troops and military | 


. The Secretary read the bill. 


authorities of the United States, at or near the 
town of Williamsburg, in the county of James 
City, in the State of Virginia, in the years 1862, 
1868, and 1864, and used by the troops and 


military authorities, (consisting of houses of | 
various descriptions, lumber, fencing, fire-wood | 


ent-and corded, horses, mules, wagon, harness, 
and portable steam saw-mill,) to the Court of 
Claime, which is vested with jurisdiction in the 
premises, and whose daty it is to be to invest- 
igate and determine what amount of property 
belonging to: James M. Ellison was actually 
taken and used by the troops and military au- 
thorities, and the value ‘thereof, and whether 
the United States are liable to make compen- 
sation therefor, and if so, the amount of the 
compensation, on the principles of justice and 
equity. : ; 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. That. bill 
evidently involvea too important a principle 
to be disposed of without discussion. Let it 
go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
being made, the next bill will be reported. 


‘STOCKBRIDGE AND MUNSEE INDIANS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 610) for the relief of the Stockbridge 
and. Munsee. tribe of. Indians in the State of 
Wisconsin ;. which was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, - : 

The. Committee on Indian Affairs reported. 
the bill with amendments. 

The first amendment was in section three, 


committee. 
The amendment was rejected. 


interest thereof,’’ and to insert the words 


t placed to their credit on the books of the | 
| Treasurer of the United States, and bear in- | 


terest at the rate of five per cent. per annum, 


paratie semi-annually ; and said interest shali !! 
i be;” and in lines twenty-five and twenty-six, || 


to strike out the words “funded for their ben- `; 
ii to exigad Liberty street southerly, on the line of the 


efit ;” so that the section will read: 
That the sum of money thus found due to the said 


; tribes shall be divided between the citizen and In- 
: dian parties of said tribes in proportion to the num- 
' ber of each respectively, according to rolls thereof, 
. madeand returned in conformity with the provisions 


of this act to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
That portion of said sum belonging to the citizen 
party shall be equally divided among them per capita 
and paid to the beadsof families and adult members 


i| of said party. That portion of said sum belonging 


to the Indian party shall be placed to their credit on 
the books of the Treasurer of the United States and 
bear interest at the rate of five per cent. per an- 


num, payable semi-annually; and said interest shall |! 
be applied to the support of schools, the purchase - 


of agricultural implements, or paid in such other 
manner as the President may direct: Provided, how- 


ever, That a part of said sum duc the Indian party, ' 
not exceeding $30.000, may, on the request of the ,; 


sachem and councilors of said tribe, be expended in 


securing a new location for said tribe, and inremov- | 
ing and aiding them to establish themselves in their : 


new home; and in case of their procuring and re- 
moval to such new location atany time thesaid eight- 


een sections of land reserved tor their use by the | 
freon section of this ackehall ve nold in tho mannor 1 

ereit provided, and the proceeds thereof be placed | ; : 
p || thatproperty as a site for a school-house. There 


to their credit ns aforesaid. 
The amendment was agreed to, 


The next- amendment was in section seven, į and is entirely abandoned except where there 


lines seven and eight, to strike out the words 
“ a descendant of some one of said tribe,” and 
insert the words '‘ of Indian descent;’’ and in 
line nine, after the word “ void,” to strike out 
the words ‘‘except with the approval of the 
Commissioner of [undian Affairs ;’’ so that the 
section will read: 


That after the said rolls shall have been made and 
returned the said Indian party shall thenceforth be 
known as the “Stockbridge tribe of Indians,” and 
may be located upon lands reserved by the second 


section of this act, or such other reservation as may | 


be procured for them with the assent of the council 


of said tribe, and their adoption among them of any || 
‘| I do this because these military reservations 
|| ought not to be opened to homestead settlers, 
| but they should be sold at $1 25 an acre under 


individual not of Indian descent shali be null and 


i| void. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HARLAN. There is a small amend- 
ment on page 6, section six, line twenty, which 
was omitted in the reading of the amendments. 
It is to insert the word ‘‘of’’ before the words 
“ said rolls.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is a 
verbal amendment, and will be made if there 
be no objection. 


according to a sched- |! 
ule to be certified by them, and returned to the Com- ! 


The next amendment was in section five, ' 
lines ten and eleven, to strike out the words | 
: “funded for their benefit, and the annual 


. far a nominal sum. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

DISPOSITION OF MILITARY RESERVATIONS, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 569) to provide for the disposition of 
useless military reservations ; which was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to empower the Secretary of War to 
transfer to the custody and control of the Sec- 
; retary of the Interior, for disposition accord- 
; ing to the existing laws of the United States 
relating to the public lands, the United States 
military reservations at Forts Lane and Walla 
Walla, in the State of Oregon; Fort Zarah, in 
the State of Kansas; Camp McGarry, in the 
: State of Nevada; Fort Sumner, in the Terri- 
i tory of New Mexico; and such portions of the 
reservation at Fort Bridger, in the Territory 
; of Wyoming, as may no longer be required for 
| sae 
| military purposes. 

: The Committee on Military Affairs had re- 
i ported the bill, with an amendment, to insert 
i in line ten, after ‘‘ New Mexico,” the follow- 
| ing: ‘* Forts Jessup and Sabine, in the State of 
‘| Louisiana; Fort Wayne, in the State of Ark- 
i| ansas; Fort Collins, in the Territory of Col- 
| orado.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


| 

| Mr. WILLIAMS. I propose the following 
| amendment: 

| 

i 

H 

| 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the right is 
hereby granted to Dalles City to have and use the 
waters of Mill creek, flowing through the military 
reservation of Fort Dalles, Oregon, and the right of 
way to convey the same through said reservation for 
the purpose of supplying Dalles City with water and 
for manufacturing purposes, g 

Sxc. 3, And be it further enacted, That permission is 
granted to the corporated authorities of Dalles City 


. same, through said reservation, and the land lying 
east thereof be, and the same is, granted to said 
Dailes City, in tee, upon the payment to the United 
States therefor of the sum of five dollars per acre. 

SEC. 4. And be ü further enacted, That the land 

: hereby granted to said city shall be surveyed under 

; the direction of the surveyor general for the State 
of Oregon, upon application to him made by the 

' mayor of said city; and the expenses of such survey 

, Shall be paid by said Dalles City. 


| Mr. WILLIAMS. I will state, forthe inform- 
: ation of the Senate, that this proposition has 
| been before the Committee on Military Affairs 
: and reported. It relates to a military reserva- 
i{ tion at Dalles City, in the State of Oregon, and 
simply provides that the right of way tor water 
i| purposes may be granted to the city. They 
‘| now have the right of way by permission of the 
military authorities, and the city is supplied with 
i| water from a ditch or creek crossing this reser- 
j vation. Besides that there is a small part of the 
reservation that lies east of a certain street if 
extended, Liberty street, and the city wants 


are no improvements on it. The reservation 


| 
i 
| altogether is of no value to the United States, 
j 


are improvements on it; and this is simply to 
; give to the city a small portion of the reserva- 
tion, which is of no value to the United States, 
I had the facts all here 
and a.map when the bill was reported. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY. Before the word ‘‘laws,”’ 

'in line six of the bill, I move to insert the 

word ‘‘ preémption ;” so that it will read: 
For disposition according to the existing preémp- 


tion laws of the United States relating to public 
ands, 


|| the preémption laws. They are worth $1 25 
| an acre, and they should only be administered 
| upon under the preémption laws of the United 
. States. That is the reason I move the amend- 
:| ment. . 
| Mr. CORBETT. I ask the Senator if his 
|| amendment will not confine it to the price of 
il $1 25 per acre? 


1870. 
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Mr. POMEROY. Under the preémption 
laws of the United States it will. - 
Mr. CORBETT. Is it not probable that 
these lands are worth much more than $1 25 
er acre? 


abandoned reservations are not. Without this 
amendment they will be open to homestead 
settlers, so that the Government will get noth- 
ing. I understand they are worth at least 

1 25 an acre. i 

Mr. CORBETT. I should say the probabil- 
ity was that many of them might be worth much 
more than that. Especially if a settlement has 
grown up around a reservation the land ought 
to be fixed at a higher price, and it ought to be 
sold to the highest bidder. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
ervations that have been occupied during the 


last forty years it might be so; but some of .. 


these have been abandoned for a long while. 
Mr. WILSON. Some of these military res- 
ervations have been occupied at a more recent 
date. 
mended specially by the War Department to be 
turned over to the Interior Department. 


Mr. CORBETT. I shoald like to have the ` 


bill amended so as to require that the sales 


shall be advertised and the lands sold to the :| 
quantities not exceeding 


highest bidder in 
eighty acres. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have an amendment 
which covers the ground that I think the Sen- 


ator has in his mind. It is that the buildings | 
and improvements shall be appraised, and no | 


patents for the real estate shall be issued until 


the appraised value of the improvements has |i 


been paid to the Government. 
Mr. CORBETT. 
these military reservations quite a little town 


has grown up, and there the reservations have | 


become considerably more valuable than $1 25 
an acre. I know at Walla Walla, where a 
fort has been established, there is some pine 
land that ought to be 
sold to the highest bidder. I think probably 
‘it will fetch as high as five, ten, or twenty 
-dollarg an acre. $ 


Mr. POMEROY. Bat the Senator must . 


know, as he is acquainted with the West, that 
when you put up land for sale to the highest 


bidder they have a way of not bidding at all, | 


and you will pot get anything in that way. 
Mr. CORBETT. 
not less than $1 25 an acre.” 
Mr. SHERMAN. Ifthe amendment now is 


to insert the word ‘ preémption’’ I am decid- || 


edly opposed to it. Ifthe bill stands as it was 
framed originally the land has first to be offered 
at public sale before it is open to private entry 
aud disposed of by the United States. 


lands. . 

Mr. SHERMAN. I know that; it is so of 
this land like others; but if this amendment is 
inserted this land must be taken by preémp- 


tion, and it cannot be disposed of in any other | 
way. It is really to enable-a man who hap- , 


pens to live near a reservation to seize upon 
the land. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator has not read 

the bill, evidently. : 

Mr. SHERMAN. I read it just this mo- 

ment, ; 
Mr. POMEROY. I willreadittosee whether 
that is so. ‘The bill is— 

That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and empowered to transfer to the custody 
and control of the Secretary of the Interior, for dis- 
position according to the existing laws of the United 

States relating to the public lands, the United States 
military reservations. 

Now, what are the present laws in relation 
to the public lands? . 

Mr. SHERMAN. That all lands sball first 


be offered at public sale and then at private || 


sale. : 
Mr. POMEROY. There is no sach law. 
Mr. SHERMAN. ‘Then it ought to. be at 
onee amended so. as to provide thatthe lands 


If they were military res- | 


All that are in the bill have been recom- |: 


We know around mostof | 


ut up at auction and | 


I would say, then, ‘at ; 


shall be first offered at public sale before they 
are open to predmption. 

Mr. POMEROY. Preémptors always have 
their lands: at $1 25 an acre, and they take 


i} precedence of any public sale. 
Mr. POMEROY. I understand that these ; 


Mr. SHERMAN. If this land is worth 


: gelling at all it is worth distinguishing it and 
“selling it apart from other publiclands; and it 


ought to be sold to the highest bidder. Some 
of it unquestionably is of great value; and if 
there isany doubt about the existing law requir- 
ing it to be first offered at public outcry in the 
mode that public land is offered it ought to be 
made clear; but-I think under the bill as it 
stands reported by the committee it is clear 
that it must first be offered at public outcry. 
The Senator from Iowa [ Mr. Haran] is more 


familiar with the land laws, and I ask his opin- * 


ion on the subject. 

Mr. POMEROY. This bill was not reported 
by my committee. I never saw it before. I 
only tried to perfect it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It came from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. HARLAN. The Senator from Ohio is ` 


right as to the requirement of the law. There 


‘is a general law requiring that all lands shall 
: be offered at public outcry to the highest bid- 
der, and that they shall not be sold for less than ` 


$1 25 an acre unless they dre taken up under 
the preémption laws or homestead laws. 
. Mr. POMEROY. That is it. 

Mr. HARLAN. If taken up under the pre- 
emption laws the occupant of the land has 


notice to come in before the public sale and 


‘claim his land and pay for it, 


| Mr.SHERMAN. Iam aware of that; but | 
; mo-land reserved for military purposes can be . 
‘| disposed of under the preémption jaws; and 


the purpose of this amendment is to allow it 


to be done, as I understand it. The reserva- | 
tions cannot be disposed of under the preémp- i; 3 

DERS | but many of our reservations, both military 
i and Indian, on the-frontier are as free from 


tion laws how. . 
Mr. HARLAN. But there is doubt whether 


a preémptor after going on to the land, and | 
subsequent to the surveys, could not come in || 
: under a law recently passed and commute it | 
The hon- | 
‘ orable chairman of the Committee on Public 
: Lands will liave noticed, doubtless, that there | 
is doubt whether every preémptor cannot do || 8t all. 
|| that at his own option; and if so, preémptors | 
will go on to this land after the survey, or be || 
i! on at the time of the survey, file a statement 

, of their intention to enter it at $1 25, and 

afterward go to the land office, relinquish their | 


and take it as a homestead settler. 


right as preémptor, and claim as homestead 
settlers; and that is the point doubtless the 
chairman intended to cover. I have an amend- 


; ment which I think will cover the whole case. |' 
Mr. POMEROY. That is true of all public || 


-of line six, after the word ‘‘lands,’’ to insert 


$1 25 an acre.” 
‘views of both the honorable Senators, 


t laws” in. line six. 
‘Mr. POMEROY. 


Iowa meets the case. . 
-: The VICK PRESIDENT. . The question, 


then, is on the amendment of the Senator from | 


Iowa, which will be read. : 


The Secretary. The amendment ie in line || 
five, after the word t“ disposition,’ to insert | 
t for casb;” and at the end of the sixth line || 
to insert ‘after appraisement to the highest || 


‘bidder at not less than the appraised value, nor + additional amendment, to come in at the close 


'-of the first section of the bill as a proviso : 
That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, | 
aathorizedand empowered to transfer to the custody |: 
and control of the Secretary of the Interior, for dis- | 
position for cash, aceording to the existing laws of | 
he United States relating to the publie lands, after jj 
appraisement to the highest bidder at not less than | 


at less than $125 per acre ;’’ so as to read: 


; sion of the Military Committee, and 


the appraised value, nor at less than $1 25 per acre, 
the United States military reservations at Forts 
Lane and Walla Walla, in the State of Oregon, &c. 


Mr. HOWE. That amendment is aimed at 


la right purpose. I think with a moment's 


reflection the Senator can draw a provision 
which will more adequately express that pur- 


: pose than this does, ‘though I do not know but 


that this is really sufficient. But I think one 
other purpose should be accomplished, and 
that is that the Secretary of the Interior should 


, be authorized to subdivide these reservations 
: into smaller quantities than the surveying laws 
` now authorize. 


The smallest subdivision now 
is forty acres. I make this suggestion because 
a few years since I myself drew an act for the 
disposition of a reservation in the neighbor- 
hood of the town I live in, and in that law it 
was provided that portions of it might be sub- 
divided into acre lots, and such subdivisions 
were made, and they were offered at public 


' auction not to be soldat less than the appraised 
‘value. 


The single acres were appraised at 
forty dollars an acre and sold for more than 
twice that, so that the reservation brought a 
great many thousand dollars, I do not now re- 


. member the total sum; butunder existing laws 


this land could only besubdivided into forty-acre 
tracts which would not enable the Government 
to sell it to the best advantage.. But few pur- 


‘chasers would be able to buy forty acres of 


land as valuable as some of these reservations 
are, whereas almost anybody could buy an 


! acre; and in the vicinity of a town acres are 
: as large a quantity as people want to buy. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
suggests that as a proviso, it will be in order 
after acting on this amendment. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I desire to suggest to the 


` Senator from Wisconsin that his rule in regard 
; to the subdivision of these military reserva- 


tions would be very correct as applied to res- 
ervations in the midst of a dense population, 


settlement as the naked prairie. 


Mr. HOWE. This would not compel the Sec- 
retary to subdivide, but it would be optional 


i with him. 


Mr. RAMSEY. Many of these military 
reservations have no settlements around them 
Hence. it would be superflucusto make 
them less than forty acres. ESMEE 

-Mr. HOWE. .I hope the chairman. will 


allow this- bill to be laid aside for a moment 
' while the. Senator from Iowa is drawing this 


amendment, and in the mean time I can pro- 
cure the papers on which I wish to move 
another amendment. ‘Ihey are in the posses- 
wish to 


add another reservation, I do. not recollect 


It is in line five, after the word ‘disposition,’ | the name of i 
|| to insert the words ‘‘for cash,” and at the end 'i , i J! 
: from Wisconsin suggests that this bill be passed 
“after appraisement to the highest bidder at | Over for the present. ‘Ihe Chair. hears no 
not less than the appraised value, nor less than || Objection. 
E think that will meet the | 
i! the Senate will now go on with. the bill in re- 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is | 
on the amendment of the Senator from Kan- | 


‘a8, to insert the: word ‘‘ preémption” before | 


Phe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


Mr. ‘WILSON subsequently: said: I -hope 


gard to the disposition of military reserva- 
tions which was laid aside a few minutes ago. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


| resumed the consideration. of the bill (S. No. 
I withdraw the amend- | 
‘ment, as the amendment of the Senator from 


569) to provide for the disposition of useless 
military reservations. ' 

‘The VICK PRESIDENT. The -question 
pending is on the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Iowa, [Mr. HARLAN. } - 

Mr, HARLAN.. I think that had better be 
adopted, and then the other proposition can 
be put in the shape of a proviso. E 

Tlie amendment was agreed to. 


` Mr. HARLAN: Now I offer the following 


Provided, That the Secretary of the Interiorshall, 
whenever in his opinion the public interests may 
require it, cause any of the foregoing reservations, or 
parts thereof, to be subdivided into tracts less than 
forty acres each, or into town lots: And providet 
also, That each subdivision shall be appraised and 
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offered separately at public outcry to the highest 
bidder, as hereinbefore provided; after which any 
unsold land or lot shall be subject to sale at private 
any for the appraised value at the proper land 
office. 


Mr. POMEROY. Has the Senator included 
the improvements, if there should be any, in 
this appraisement? 

Mr. HARLAN. No; I understood the hon- 
orable Senator would offer an amendment cov- 
ering that point. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have prepared such an 
amendment; but I did not know but that it 
was covered by the Senator’s amendment, 

Mr. HARLAN. No, sir. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOWE. I move to amend the bill in | 
the thirteenth line of the first section by insert- | 


ing after the word ‘‘ Colorado ” the words ‘‘and 
Fort Dakota, in the Territory of Dakota.’’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. POMEROY. I move to amend the bill 
by inserting at the end of the first section the 
following proviso: 


Provided, That should there be improvements of 
buildings or of building materials or other valuable 


property, the Secretary of tho Interior shall have | 
them appraised; and no patent shall issue for the | 


real estate until the improvements are paid for at 


the appraised value thereof, under such regulations | 


as may be preseribed by the Secretary of the Interior. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 


ed, and the amendments were concurred in. |! ,: : : : 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a || tion to a statement being made in which there 


third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 
RAILROAD IN WYOMING. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 609) granting wild lands in the Terri- 
tory of Wyoming to aid in the construction of 
a railroad from a point on the Union Pacific 
railroad, at or near Church Buttes station, in 
said Territory, to the headwaters of Smith's 
Fork, in the Uinta mountains, and to secure 
to the Government free transit for postal mat- 
ter, troops, &c., over the same. 

Mr. POMEROY. This bill was introduced 
by the Senator from New York, who is not in 
his seat, [Mr. Conxtrva.] It is simply a bill 
granting lands in a wild country to enable some 
parties to make a branch of the Union Pacific 
railroad into the Uinta mountains, about 
seventy miles long. The Senator from New 
York felt quite an interest in the matter and 
introduced the bill, and it is reported by the 
Committee on Public Lands substantially ac- 
cording to our system of reporting land grants 
for railroads. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the present consideration of the bill? 

Mr. KELLOGG. I suggest that it be passed 
over until the Senator from New York returns. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from New 
York is for it. He does not want it passed 
over in his absence for the sake of having it 
defeated. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. This is a 
very carefully-drawn bill, I presume. 

Mr. POMEROY. It is a bill drawn with 
great care, and I hope the Senator from Louisi- 
ana will allow it to pass, 

Mr. KELLOGG. Very well. 
my objection. 

Mr. HOWELL. Iask whether there isany 
limitation as to the prices at which, or the 
‘time within which, the land is to be disposed of? 

Mr. POMEROY. In this bill there is not. 

Mr. HOWELL. It is not, as some may 
think, my delight, fresh as I am in the Senate, 
to rise here and object to bills in which my 
friends have a very deep interest; but I con- 
-ceive it my duty to doso, and therefore I object 
to this bill at the present time. 

It will be remembered that at the last session 
of Congress, which lasted but a month, two 
hundred and twenty-four million acres of land 

:were granted by this Congress for the construc- 
‘tion of railroads. Many fortunes were made 
out of these two hundred and twenty-four mil- 


I withdraw 


Million acres? 


| twenty-six working days no less than twenty- 
: three bills were introduced into the Senate’’— | 
’ perhaps they did not pass. i 


sioner of the General Land Office, and he drew 


lion acres and are yet to be made out of them ; 
and it is for that reason that we are flooded at 
the present session with a large number of bills 
granting I do not know how many more times 
that number of acres. - ° 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator must be mis- 
taken in regard to the fact. Iask him, what 
was it that got two hundred and twenty-four 


Mr. HOWELL. I have just now got the 
North American Review for January out of 
the Library. 

Mr. POMEROY. All I have to say is that 
there is nothing in the statement. 

Mr. HOWELL. It is contained in an article ; 


Mr. POMEROY. I do not care who signs it. 
Mr. HOWELL. He says: “During those | 


Mr. POMEROY. That is another thing. 

Mr. HOWELL. ‘Providing for the con- | 
struction of fourteen thousand aad fifty miles 
of railway, which unaided private capital could | 
not be induced to build, and appropriating to | 
the furtherance of the work 225,245,520 acres 
of the national domain, or nearly one half of 
the whole amount of territory now remaining 
unoccupied.’’ I object to the bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. IJ have no objection to the 
Senator’s objecting to the bill, but [ have objec- 


is not a word of truth. 

Mr. HOWELL. Perhaps I was incorrect in 
saying that bills had passed to the full extent. 
My eye had just caught this article the moment 


rose, 

Mr: POMEROY. There has not been as 
much land as that appropriated for railroads 
since the foundation of the Government. 

Mr. HOWELL. I think the Senator is mis- 
taken in that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection is 
made to the consideration of the bill, and it 
will-be passed over. 


PECOS AND PLACER DITCH COMPANY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 55) granting the right of way and lands 
to the Pecos and Placer Mining and Ditch Com- 
pany of New Mexico. 

Mr.POMEROY. That is a very important 
matter to the people of the Territory of New 
Mexico, and I hope the bill will be passed. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. BAYARD. I think that bill had better 
be passed over. 

Mr. NYE. I ask the Senator from Dela- 
ware if he desires to object to this bill? - This 
is a very arid country there, and it very much | 
needs irrigation. This canal is to go by one 
of the richest of the newly-discovered mining 
regions, and it has really become a necessity. 
I presume the honorable Senator if he under- 
stood it would not object. 

Mr. POMEROY. The late Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. Hendricks) when he was upon 
the Committee on Public Lands prepared this 
bill with great care. He took a great interest 
in the subject, and reported the bill at a former 
Congress, but it did not pass then. This bill 
is precisely, except one or two slight amend- 
ments, in the language of the bill that Mr. 
Hendricks reported. He had been Commis- 


it with great care. This bill introduces a new 
feature in oursystem. Itis a provision for the 
irrigation of an abandoned country whieh can- 
not he occupied until it is watered artificially. 
This is the first bill of the kind we have ever 
tried to pass in Congress, and it was on that 
account that the committee, through Mr: Hend- 
ricks, reported it at the former session. 

Mr. BAYARD. If it is the first bill of the 
Bind I think it had better be considered care- 

ully. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be | 

passed over, and the next will be read. 


BILLS PASSED OVER. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 86) in regard to 
the suspension of the sale of certain lands in 
California. 

Mr. STEWART. Thatmay be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint reso- 
lution will be passed over. The next bill on 
the Calendar will be read. 

The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 155) to exempt 
from succession tax property in the city of 
Baltimore intended to be conveyed by Mrs. 
Isabella Brown to the Presbyterian church in 


which has the signature of Mr. Adams. i that city connected with the general assembly 


of the Presbyterian church in the United States, 

Mr. SCOTT. That may be passed over. A 
general bill has been reported. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Let this be postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr. SCOTT. No; the general bill has not 


i! been passed by the House of Representatives. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This joint reso- 


li lution will be passed over. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 974) making appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 
of the Government for the year ending 30th 
June, 1871. 

Mr. THAYER. Let that be passed over. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think, by an under- 
standing with the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
MORRILL] who has charge of that bill, we can 
agree to take it up on Thursday or Friday, as 
soon as we get through the Calendar. Let 
that be the general understanding, and it will 
be satisfactory I have no doubt. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I protest against any such 
nnderganding: 

Mr. SUMNER. Theappropriation bill ought 
to come up soon. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. This appropri- 
ation bill will necessarily occupy a day or two 
of the time of the Senate; and if the Senate 
are satisfied with the progress they are making 
I shall have no objection to allow it to be post- 
poned until the end of the present order, which 
i should hope would not be later than Thurs- 


ay. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 

passed over, and the next one will be read. 
WILLIAM H. HARMAN. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 665) for the relief of William H. Har- 
man; which was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. By its 


| terms the Secretary of the Treasury is to remit 


and release to William H. Harman the inter- 
nal revenue tax assessed on five hundred and 
six gallons of whisky of his manufacture which 
were destroyed by fire before removal from 
the distillery and before a sale of the same. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


J. MILTON BEST. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 667) for the relief of Dr. J. Milton 
“Best; which was read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to appropriate $25,000 to Dr. J. 
Milton Best, of Paducah, Kentucky, in com- 
poueren for the destruction of his dwelling- 

ouse and its contents by order of Colonel 5. 
J. Hicks, commanding the United States troops 
at Paducah, Kentucky, on the 26th day of 
March, 1864. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. That had better go over, 
I think. 

Mr. HOWE. [hope the Senator, unless he 
has good reason for it, will not object to this 
bill. Of course the public is not concerned 
in the immediate passage of the bill, but the 
claimant is, and he has suffered a long while 
and suffered very severely. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Limagine that this brings 
up in some shape the question as to how far 
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Government ought to’ go in the indemnification 
of persons who have suffered in consequence 
of the war, as I understand that this property 


was destroyed by the military operations of 
the Government. I presume that question ' 


cannot be decided without some discussion. 


Mr. HOWE. This was in Kentucky, on the | 


Ohio river, notin any insurrectionary State. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iam willing to have the 
report read. I will not object to the consider- 
ation of the bill at present. 

Mr. HOWE. Let the report be read. 

The Secretary read the report submitted by 
Mr. Howe on the 15th of March: 


itt Claims, to whom was referred : ALE 
To aa of Dred. Mil | tle the property of a loyal citizen was destroyed 


P |, the Government ought to pay that loyal citizen 
This claim is for the value of a dwelling-house | 


the petition of Dr. J. Milton Best, submit this their 
report: 


and its contents destroyed by order of Colonel S. G. 


Hicks, of the fortieth regiment of [illinois volunteers, il 
commanding the Union forces in defenso of the city | 


Paducah, Kentucky, in March, 1864. 
Oa tie “oth of Mareh, General N. B. Forrest at- 


tacked the city in force, Colonel Hicks, with a com- | 
mand of about seven hundred men, withdrew into || 
The sharp-shooters of the enemy i` 


Fort Anderson. I 
soon took possession of claimant’shouse and grounds 
in large numbers, about one hundred and fifty yards 


from the fort, and from that position did great ex- | 


ecution in picking off men at the guns within tho 


defenses. They were driven from the house by shells . 


from the fortand gun-boats, and the cnemy’s whole | 


force retired from the assault at eleven o’clock that 
night without success. They appeared r 
morning with reënforcements, and Colonel Hicks, 
regarding his command in great peril, having ex- 
hausted, or nearly exhausted, his ammunition the 
preceding night, gave orders for the destruction of 
all houses within musket-range of the fort. The 
order was executed at once, and claimant’s house 
za burned, with its contents. The enemy then with- 
ew. 

Fort Anderson was planned in 1861, and located 
within one hundred and fifty yards of claimant’s 
house, which had been completed early that year. 
When General C. F. Smith located the fort in the 
fall of 1861 he decided, in consultation with officers 
of his command, to have the claimant’s house, to- 


gether with other houses in the immediate vicinity, °: 


cond er and removed, and to that end ordered a 
om 
board never reported, and according to testimony 
of General E. A. Paine failed to report, because of 
the movements of troops to which officers compos- 
ing the board belonged, and thus the condemnation 
babes never Consnmma . i hizh-posted 

omplainant’s house, a very large, high-posted, 
three-story brick one, of solid walls, overlooked the 
fort, and proved in this battle a great fortress for 
the enemy, and Colonel Hicks regarded its destruc- 
tion essential to the safety of his command. 

The claimant’s loyalty is unquestioned, and the 
officers in command at that post from time to time 
during the war testify to his reliability and the 
effective aid he rendered the Union cause. , 

In October of that year the post commander, in 


anticipation of another attack, ordered the standing | 
walls of the house to be pulled down, and during the | 


ensuing winter the soldiers used the bricks in makin 
walls and chimneys for their winter quarters, an 
thus the entire dwelling-house, its contents, and 
materials were lost to claimant. 

The value of claimant’s property so destroyed is 
proved with particularity, and satisfactorily to the 
committee, amounting to $27,633 

The case presents the simple question of who shall 
pay for the destruction of a loyal citizen’s property, 
destroyed by the order of acommanding officer to save 
his imperiled army, at the ciaimant’s home, a place 
never in possession of the enemy and in a non- 
seceding tale. Paducah was garrisoned by Union 
troops from the beginning to the close of the war; 


was often threatened by the enemy, and more than | 
once attacked. Itis a city whose inhabitants were | 


mostly disloyalin sentiment during the rebellion. 
The fort was built, as it were, under the shadow of 
the claimant’s house, rendering the destruction of 
the house necessary, as the event proved, 

It appears to your committee that the facts estab- 
lish a just claim against the Government for private 
property taken and destroyed to prevent a greater 
destruction of its own property and the massacre of 
its troops, a 
. But it is the opinion of the committee that the 
injuries to the claimant’s house by shelling out the 
rebels in the battle of the 25th of March may be re- 
garded as a casualty by the general ravages of war, 
which might properly be deducted from the amount 
of loss proved by claimant. And as no proof is found 
of the injury during the battle, and as the burning 
of the property followed 80 soon after the battle as 
to aimost preclude the possibility of proof upon that 
point, the committee have reported a bill for the 
payment of $25,000, instead of the full amount of 
damages, proved at $27,653 93. 


_ The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the consideration of the bill ? The Chair 
hears none ; and it is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iam not quite satisfied 
with this bill, I must confess. I think that itis 


again next | 


of officers to assess the value, &c., but that | 


that building for the property. 
; much whether such a bill as this ought to pass 
I do not know . 
| but that the Senate will conclude upon a discus- 
; sion of the merits of the question to determine ` 


i their guns on the oppivaching foe. 
o 


| bara, where Sue Murphey’s house was. Ken- 


t 


a precedent that is fraught with important con- 
sequences to the Treasury ofthe United States. 
Here was a building that was occupied by the 
enemy, which they used, and from which they 
assailed the troops of the United States; and 
ourtroopsin condueng the battle that occurred 
found it necessary to destroy this building in | 


they were independent of the sovereignty of 
the United States, and a State which the Pres- 
ident, under the authority of law, declared to 
be in a state of insurrection. That is all I 
mean. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


order to save the army; and now it is claimed | from Massachusetts object to this bill? 


that the Government ought to pay the owner of | 


without some consideration. 


that in all cases where by the casualties ofbat- - 


for such property, because it will be impossible ` 
to make any nice distinctions between one kind | 
of property and another kind of property. If i 


Mr. POMEROY. I understand the Senator 
objects to it. He cannot debate it and object, 


too. 
i Mr. WILLIAMS. Ido not know whether I | 
| can or not. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can ` 


object at any time before final action under the | 


order. - 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I am not objecting to the | 
consideration of the bill-—— | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed | 


over. 
Mr. WILSON. I move now to take up the | 
bill laid aside for a moment to prepare an | 
| 


amendment. : 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I stated that I did not ` 


object to the consideration of this bill. | 
Mr. HOWE. There is no objection. 
Mr. PATTERSON. I wish the Senator from 


I doubt very ` 


| 


j 
| 
l 


| 


Fletcher, J. E. Hatch, W. L. 


Wisconsin would state wherein this bill differs |: 
in principle from the case of Sue Murphey that ;; 


was discussed and rejected by the Senate. 
Mr. HOWE. Ido notknowthat I can state 


the Sue Murphey case. 
- Mr. SUMNER. Then I think this had bet- | 
ter go over. 

Mr. HOWE. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts I guess jumped a little before he got to 
the stile. Ican explain how he could state 
the difference between the principle in this | 


bill and the principle involved in the bill for | 
The only objection | 


the relief of Sue Murphey. 
that was urged by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, and those who voted with him, to the Sue 
Murphey bill was, first, that they were not quite 
satisfied of. ber loyalty, and second, that she | 
lived in a rebel State. Neither of those alle- | 
gations can be urged against this claim. This | 
man was so loyal that he stood on the top of 

his own house, signaling with his own hand, 

to our troops within the garrison how to train 


pretty good evidence 
made. Astothe locality: this wasin Kentucky 
on one bank of the Ohio river, and not in Ala- 


tucky never did secede, never was declared to 
bein rebellion. I do not think that makes | 
any difference in law between Kentucky and 
Alabama; but the Senator from Massachusetts 
did think so a year ago. I hope he has got 
over that notion. ! 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, know- | 


ing the Senator from Wisconsin to be one of || 


the ablest lawyers in this body, I wish to pro- 
pound a question tohim. I know nothing about 


use of the expression ‘‘rebel State.’’? Will the 
honorable Senator tell us what he means by a 
rebel State? In any constitutional sense, I 
should like to know what he means by the use 
of the words ‘‘rebel State.’’: Individuals may | 


: i | 
the circumstances of this case; but he made | 
i 


rebel, but I want to know whether a State can ` 


rebel. 


Mr. HOWE. I simply mean by a rebel ed 


State a State whose authority declared that | 


| 
any difference in principle between this and l 


| 
That is | 
loyalty, as this world is 


| with the usual powers of a corporation. 


Mr. SUMNER. I do. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Then it will be 


` passed over, and itis not before the Senate for 


its consideration. 
SOUTHERN MARYLAND RAILROAD BONDS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 597) to authorize the authorities of the 


| city of Washington, District of Columbia, to 


indorse the bonds of the Southern Maryland 
Railroad Company. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill is re- 


| this bill passes the precedent will be estab- potted by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 


: lished—— 


EWIS] from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, with an amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Virginia 
ig not present to-day, and I ask that the bill 
be passed over, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwill be passed 
over. 
ISLAND INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 584) incorporating the Island Institute 


|| of Washington, District of Columbia; which was 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
roposes to incorporate J. W. Parker, S. S. 
isher, F. S. Delan, A. K. Browne, J. H. 
Patrick, Z. Richards, W. S. Huntington, Dan- 
iel Smith, S. F. Sykes, S. S. Hardy, D. G. 
Foster, W. B. Wedgwood, G. F. McLellan, 
P. H. Branson, G. M. P. King, William 
orcester, 
Charles Gaylord, George Bancroft, Harr 
Crook, Alice L. Hall, M. E. McLellan, E. J. 
Baker, Fannie E. Hall, S. Emma Gray, Em- 


ii ma J. Sykes, and their successors in office by 


the name of “The Island Institute of the city 
of Washington, in the District of Selanne 
The 
object of this corporation is declared to be the 
establishment and maintenance of an indus- 
trial evening and Sunday school for the ben- 


| efit of persons who. have no other means of 
` instruction. 


| ask for a day school when they want it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Committee 
on the District of Columbia have reported this 
bill with various amendments, correcting the 
spelling of names, as the Secretary states, and 


| if there be no objection they will be regarded 
` as agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY. ‘I do not wish to inter- 
fere with the passage of the bill, but I submit 
that we ought not to compel these parties to 
make their schoo] an evening school. I should 
ltke to know why it is that they are obliged to 
have an evening school? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Because it is just what they 


ask. 
Mr. POMEROY. They may want that 


; to-day and want a day school hereafter. 


Mr. HAMLIN, en let them come ane 
Ve 
give them now just what they ask and no 


more. 
Mr. POMEROY. Why notsay ‘‘a school,” 
and then they can have it a day or evening 
school. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Because they want an even- 
ing school to educate poor children who can 
go in the evenings and cannot go in the day- 
time. That is just what they ask. 
Mr. POMEROY. Suppose we say ‘‘ school ;”’ 
can they not have it-in the evenings then? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 


: ator from Kansas move to amend the bill? 


$ 
f 
| 


Mr. POMEROY. Ishall not move to amend 
it if the Senator from Maine does not want it 
amended. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
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third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 
ALFRED B. WINSLOW. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H.R. No. 52) for the relief 


of Alfred B. Winslow, of Portland, Maine; : 
- which was considered as in Committee of the |: 


Whole. It authorizes the Secretary of the 
Treasury to reissue aud deliver to Alfred B. 


Winslow, of Portland, Maine, notes and secur- | 
ities of the United States to the amount of | 
$1,250 in place of the following, which were ` 


lost and destroyed by fire on the 4th of July, 
1866, namely: one five-twenty, No.. 30572, 


dated May 1, 1864, for $100; one five-twenty, ` 
No. 9689, dated May 1, 1864, for fifty dollars; © 


one five-twenty, No. 30569, dated May 1, 1564, 


for $100; one five-twenty, No. 8538, dated Senator from Pennsylvania that there is a 


May 1, 1864, for $500; and one of 1881, No. 


11884, dated November 16, 1861, for $500. ` seems thata portion of the bonds were capable . 


And the Secretary of the Treasury is to take | 


such bond and security to indemnify the Gov- 


ernment against the presentation of the same ii 


for redemption as he may deem necessary and : 


sufficient. 

Mr. CORBETT. Is there a report in that 
case? . 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ishould like to hear the 
report. ; 

The VÎCE PRESIDENT. There is no 
written Senate report, but there may be. a 
House report. 

Mr. SCOTT. There is a written report 
accompanying ‘the bill, a report. made in the 
Honse of Representatives. 
` The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 


will read the teport made by the Committee || 


of Claims of the House of Representatives. 
The Secretary read the report, as follows: 


“The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred 
the memorial and evidence of Alfred B. Winslow, 
of Portland, Maine, praying to bereimbursed for the 
oss by fire of certain Government securities, having 
ad the same under consideration, report: - 
That on the 4th of July, 1866, when there occurred 
an extensive loss of buildings and property by fire 
in Portiand, Maine, the claimant and Ebon M. Tib- 
betts had assigned to them, for their own use, a com- 
artment and drawer in the safe of the counting- 
ouse of James N. Winslow, merchant, of the city 
of Portland, and in which they had deposited. the 


following United States securities, the -property of | 


claimant: ; Í 
Two five-twenty bonds of May 1,1864, 8100 each.. $200 
One five-twenty bond of May 1, 186t . §00 
One five-iwenty bond 6f May 1, 1664.... 
One 1881 bond of November 16, 1861........ 


Total... icici cocccscsccserdeccestosscncsens roscneccescceseces K 
1 ` — 
And also the following, the proporty of Eben M. 
Tibbetts: j 
Seventeen seven-thirty bonds of $100 each.......$1,700 
Two seven-thirty bonds of $500 each... sen 1,0 
Total......2...-.0. PE EAA EE an 100 


— 


All of which, it is alleged, and so believed, were 
burned and destroyed by fire in the safe, and at the 
said counting-house of James N. Winsjow, merchant, 
of Portiaad, on the edid 4th of July, 1866. 

Evidence is submitted that after the fire the safe 
was opened and the charred remains of the bonds 
carefully inspected by. parties who identified the 
numbers and denominations ofa portion of them, but 
whe could not distinguish sufficiently to identify all 
that was claimed to have been lost. es . 

Woodbury Davis, esq., the postmaster of Portland, 
one of the parties who made the examination, in- 
closed the remains in a sealed box, marked and 
identified, for further examination at the Treasury 
Department. Affidavits of claimant and Tibbetts 
stating the number, date, and denomination of each 
note or bond were submitted to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who caused the remains: to be further 
tested, when it was found that a part only of the 
seven-thirty notes of. Tibbetts could be identified, 
fosepher with the. $500 and fifty dollar. fivo-twent 

onds of claimant. The remains of the $500 of 188 
and of the two $100 five-twenty could not be satis- 
factorily identified. 

The. Treasury Department, after sufficient delay 
to insure against the return of the notes af ‘Tibbetts 
after maturity, and none of them having been re- 
turned or known to oxist, settled with him forthe 
full amount, taking security to indemnify the Gov- 
coment according totheregulations of that Depart- 
hent. 

Thereremain, therefore, ofthe contents of thé said 
box only the losses of the claimant to be indemnified 
by the Government, amounting to $1,250. Of this 

was identified, leaving $700 only not capable of 


distinguished as to the denominations, nam- || 


bers, and dates, though there does not appearto have 
been avy doubt, in fact, of the claim and representa- 
tion of these parties. : 

Undoubied evidence has been brought to the com- 
mittee by honorable members of this House as to the 
jntegrity of the claimant, and the evidence corrob- 
crating so large a portion of the material parts of 
: the claim is so satisfactory that the committce have 
' decided, after a full discussion of the merits, to rec- 
ommend that the claimant be granted the relief for 
: which he asks. 


It is therefore recommended that the Secretary of | 


the Treasury be authorized_to reissue to the claim- 
ant, Alfred B. Winslow, of Portland, Maine, securi- 
: ties of tho United States, at the rato of six per cent. 
to the amount of $1,250, in place of that class and 


recommend its passage, 


meritorious, but I suggest to the honorable 
radical defect in this case in one point. It 


of identification in the charred remains which 
: were found in the safe, 


I suggest to the honorable Senator from Penn- 


; dates and numbers specified in the joint res- 
i olution. 


and place bought bonds of that. description, 


but. if I heard the report correctiy, no such 
evidence: is given in thia case, and for that 


| presented in the report. 


Mr. SCOTT. The report does not detail in 


full all the evidence given to support the claim 


in this case. If the honorable Senator from 
Missouri followed the evidence in the case he 
will remember that a safe in. the store of the 
brother of this claimant was. appropriated to 
the use of this claimant and another man 
named Tibbetts.. While in the charred remains 
of a great, many of the bonds there was suffi- 
cient to enable them to identify them by num- 
ber, there. were, it -is true, other charred re- 
mains which were so far destroyed as to ren- 
der it impossible to identify them. But a list 
of all the bonds. deposited in the safe both by 


|| Tibbetts and Winslow had been kept by them- 


selves .and by parties who were present when 
| the bonds were deposited in that safe; and 
upon inquiry atthe Treasury Department, made 


| upon the numbers. incapable of identification 


Portland. It has been the practice of the Com- 
mittee on Claims, after the lapse of a consid- 


presented, to presume their destruction. There 
1s sufficient evidence in thia case, I think, to 
prove to any one who examines the whole evi- 
dence that the bonds incapable of identifica- 
tion were with those that have been identified, 
and ,that the claim is.a perfectly honest one 
and sustained by the testimony. : 
The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. - 


SAMUEL. MILLER.. i 


The next bill on the Calendar was th 
(8S. No: 678) for the relief of Nicholas M. 


county, Virginia. 


$41,809 40 in satisfaction of the elaim of 
Nicholas M. Page, executor of Samuel Miller, 


cent. bonds of the State, and $10,900 cash, 
| being two years’ interest on the bonds belong- 
ing to Samuel Milter; which decree was after- 


amaqunt lost and destroyed as aforesaid, and for this | 
purpose report the following joint resolution, and ; 


i reason I think there is a defect in the case as | 
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ward reversed and setaside by the circuit court 
of the United States; but before such pay- 
ment is to be made to the executor the State 
bonds which were the subject of such decree 
of confiscation are to be deposited with the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, 
: subject to such disposition as the Legislature 
: of the State of Indiana may see fit to make of 
! the same; which State bonds are described ay 
follows, namely: No. 512, amount $12,000; 
No. 699, amount $4,000; No. 715, amount 
$4,000; No. 1828, amount $9,000; No. 1519, 
amount $2,000; No. 1540, amount $3,000; 
No. 1604, amount $5,000; No. 1663, amount 


j! : 4 a t 3,000; ; 
Mr. DRAKE. I do not wish to embarrass : $4,000; No. 1708, amount 3,000; No. 2007, 


the passage of any bill of this kind which is | 


amount $4,000; No. 53, amount $16,000; 
‘No. 277, amount $22,000; No. 354, amount 
i $18,000; No. 419, amount $3,000; No. 1015, 


| amount $5,000. 


It seems that other | 
l bonds were not capable of such identification. 


|! gylvania that there is a defect in the facts of | 
this case in this particular, that the party does | _ Mr. PRATT. The Senator from Pennsyl- 


| not show that he had acquired bonds of the | 


If he had shown that fact, if he had | 
offered evidence that he had at such a time |. 


then I think the case would have been full; |. 


for the purpose, it is found that the coupons |: 


have never been presented since the fire at ; 


erable time and on sufficient evidence, to show |: 
that bonds of a certain number have been lost | 
or destroyed and the coupons have: not been | 


l 
} 
| 
l 


e bill | 
Page, executor of Samuel Miller; of Campbell | 


r j we a li 
The Secretary read thebill. It appropriates | The streets are one hundred and twenty-eight feet 
i: wide. 


of Campbell county, Virgin ia, for reimburse- || J 

t. ` sa ii > 2 i e- 
men t of that sum paid into the Trea sury of the i oped aree aeaf rete Sy pees panes tawn: 
United States, - tt having been paid under a i 


decree.of the district court of the district of | 
Indiana, confiscating $109,000 fn the five per ` 


' Mr. MORTON. 


‘| only procure title to the last-named area o 
|i being less than one half the actual area covert 


I was not aware of the 
' pendency of this bill on the Calendar, and I 
will, for this evening at least, ask that it be 
passed over. Perhaps I may consent to-mor- 
row that it may be resumed. Does my col- 
league understand it? 


vania [Mr. Scorr] reported this bill, and is 
| more familiar with the facts than I am. 

Mr. MORTON. Iaskthat it be passed over 
for the present. 

Mr. SCOTT. Does the Senator object to 
the bill? 

Mr. MORTON. Iwill ask to have it passed 
over this evening. Perhaps I may consent that 
it shall be called up to-morrow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. 


LANDS IN SALT LAKE CITY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 509) for the relief of the inhabitants 
of Salt Lake City, in the Territory of Utah; 
which was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides that the words ‘‘not ex- 
ceeding five thousand in all,” contained in an 
! act entitled “An act for the relief of the inhab- 
itants of cities and towns upon the public lands,” 
AW bts March 2, 1867, shall not apply to 
Salt Lake City, in the Territory of Utah; but 
the act is to be so amended ‘and construed in 
its application to that city, that lands may be 
entered as provided in it for: the full number 
of inhabitants contaified.in the ¢ity not exceed- 
ing fifteen thousand; and as the city covers 
school section No. 86 in township No. 1 north 
of range No. 1 west, it may be embraced in 
such entry, and indemnity is to be given there- 
for when a grant shall be made by Congress 
of sections sixteen and thirty-six in the Terri- 
‘tory of Utah for school purposes, . 

Mr. WILLIAMS. T should like to have a 
little explanation of the bill. It seems to 
relate.to land matters. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. There isa report 
accompanying the bill, and as the Senator from 
Oregon desires information in regard to it the 
report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, 
submitted by Mr. McDonarp, from the Com- 
| miaa on Territories, on the 16th of March 
: last: ; 

| The Committee on Territories, to whom was re- 
: ferred Senate bill No: 409, being a billfor the relicf 
; of the inhabitants of Salt Lake City, in the Territory 


. of Utah, beg leave to report: 
That, as appears by the plat on file in the office of 


:| the Commissioner of the General Land Office, Salt 


: Lake City covers an area of nine square niles, or five 
thousand seven hundred. and sixty acres, laid out 
into blocks of ten acres cach, which are again divided 
into lots containing one and one fourth acres each. 


i. The lands in question, being covered by municipal 
improvements and within the limits of an incorpor- 


site law, as at present enacted, no more than two 
thousand two hundred and forty acres can be entered, 
so that without relief of the character contemplat 


i by this bill the settlers and residents of the Oty con 

by 
the city and.occupied and. improved by the. settlers 
: for more than twenty years. 
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The schoo] ection referred to in said bil is within 
the corporate limits of Salt Lake City, and was oov- 
cred with town site improvements before the Govern- 
ment survey was made. The occupants having thus 
made their improvements bororo it was school land, 
itled to be protected. . 
“The Hes site bw of 1867 would allow the same 
amount of land to be entered by a city of five thou- 
gand people as by one with three or four times that 
number; a manifest injustice to the people of larger 
towns, and a provision tending to discourage rather 
than encourage the development of the country and 
` the increase of our frontier cities and towns. Ass 
precedent, we would refer to the act of May 28, 1864, 
for the relief of the citizens of Denver, Colorado, 
where existing statutes did not allow the entry as a 
town site of an area so large as that actually covered 
by the improvements of the town. 
The committee further report that, under the ex- | 
isting law, application has been. made to enter two | 


thousand two hundred and forty acres, which includes '. the bill was amended so as to read : ‘A bill for 


| 
the relief of the heirs or legal representatives | 
f 
| 
t 


that portion of the city most densel 
occupied by the more wealthy settle 


tered, and thus the settlers more especially requir- | 
ine protection in their titles are to be aided by this | 
ill. 
bihe committee would therefore recommend the | 
passage of the bill. | 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM B. CAMPBELL. 


The next business on. the Calendar was the | 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 157) conferring 
upon the Court of Claims jurisdiction to hear 
and determine the claim of William B. Camp- 
bell; which was read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to give jurisdiction to the Court of 
Claims to hear and determine the claim of 
William B. Campbell -for the loss of .an unfin- 
ished steamer, alleged to have been seized in 
the fall of 1861, by order of General Grant, 
while in command at Cairo, to prevent the 
same from falling into the hands of the rebels 
and being. used by them to cross the river from 
the Kentucky to the Illinois shore, and .which 
vessel is alleged to have been lost in conse- 
quence of that seizure. And the court is author- 
ized to hear and determine the validity of the 
claim and the amount of Campbell's loss, 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 


ate without amendment, ordered to be en- | 


grossed for. a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


GEORGE T. WIGGINS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 674) for the relief of George T. Wig- 
gins, of Keokuk, in the State of Iowa; which 
was read the second time,and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It directs the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to pay to George T. 
Wiggins $300 in full for all damages sustained 
by him in consequence of the seizure of the 
Leighton House, in Keokuk, Iowa, by the mil- 
itary authorities of the United States for hos- 
pital purposes, in the year 1862. 

Mr. HARLAN. It will be necessary to 
change the phraseology of the bill now, as the 
claimant isdead. I move, therefore, to insert 
the words “heirs or legal representatives of” 
before the name. of George T. Wiggins. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. I move another amend- 
ment to strikeout ‘$300 and insert ‘‘ $1,000.” 
I will not occupy the time of the Senate in dis- 
cussing it; but I will state the. case in. two or 
three sentences, Mr. Wiggins had rented a hotel 
in Keokuk, Towa, about the time of the begin- 
ning of the war. Immediately after the battle 
of Pittsburg Landing a number of sick soldiers 
were sent up to Keokuk for hospital treatment, 
and there being no proper buildings there the 
. military authorities.took possession of the hotel 
and tumbled the occupant out with all his furni- 
ture and everything he had in it, and left him 
without any shelter or gny place to put his farni- 
ture; and he thereby, as every one must know, 
suffered a great loss. Various parties estimate 
the amount of damage he sustained, as I find 
in the report. of the committee. The lowest 
estimate that any one places it at is $1,000; 
and I find among those who put it at. $1,000 | 


populated and {/ 
ettlers, while those | 
portions occupied by the more indigent cannot be |! 


| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


the name of R. P. Lowe, recently Governor of 
lowa, and who served for a long time as chief 
justice of our Supreme Court, and I am quite 
sure his estimate would be reliable. The claim- 
ant has since died and left a widow and chil- 
dren in poverty, and I think they ought to have 
at least the lowest amount that anybody on 
honor could say was the loss that they had 
sustained. . | 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate ‘ag 'i 


amended, and the amendments concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the title of | 


of George 
of Iowa.” 
SEAMEN FOR THE NAVY. . 


'T. Wiggins, of Keokuk, in the State | > 
TEENE, OD ana T SAS DTAS li any one astray who was looking for the act of 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 


i! (S. No. 653) to promote the securing of effi- 


cient seamen for the Navy of the United States. , 
Mr. DRAKE. I move that that bill be re- | 
committed to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 
The motion was agreed to. l 
- -> 2 UNITED AID ASSOCIATION. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the: bill 
(S: No.. 583) to. incorporate: the United Aid 
Association of Washington, District of Colum- 


bia; which was considered as in Committee | 


of the Whole. 
H. Wheeler, John S. Butler, John W. Smith, 


Burrell, John N. Doster, David Warner, Isaiah 


It proposes to incorporate W. | 


| 

, | 

William H. Wilson, George W. Barnes, Henry | 
! 


Bolden, John H. Digges, Thomas H. Evans, 
Charles Herbert, Jobn T. Mathews, William 
H. Cole, Ambrose Queen, and their associates 


and successors, under the name and style of | 


United Aid Association of the District of Co- |: 


lumbia, with the powers of a corporation. The | 


object for which this corporation is created is 
declared to be the establishment of a benevo- 


lent institution for the relief of ‘the, sick and | 
' burial of its deceased members. ` 


Mr. POMEROY. I do not know that I 
exactly understood the reading of the bill. 
Does it say that the object of this association 
is to attend to the. burial of its deceased mem- 
bers ? 

Mr. HAMLIN.. And. te take care. of them | 
when sick. 


The SECRETARY: The.second section of the | 
bill:reads as follows: EA ERAAN E ES 4 


SEC. 2 And be it furthar_enacted, That the object ' 
for whith this corporation is created is declared to be 
the establishment of a benevolentinstitution forthe 
relief of the sick and burial of its deceased members. 


Mr. POMEROY. I did not understand ib 
fully. I thought it was rather singular if they 
were only to attend to the burial of deceased 
members. ; 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

BRIDGES OVER ALABAMA BIVER: 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 

No. 263). to.establish certain post roads in the 


Committee of the. Whole.’ : It proposes to give 
the consestof Congress tothe erection of adraw: 
bridge over the Alabama. river, near the sa Beas 
Selma, by the Western Railroad Company of the 
State of Alabama, in accordance with an act of 
the Legislature of the State incorporating the | 
company. Italso gives the consent of Congress 
to the erection of a.draw-bridge over the Ala- | 
bama ziven above the city of Montgomery, by 
the- South and North Alabama Railroad Com- | 
pany, in accordance with the act of the Legigla- 
ture incorporating the company. . These draw- 
bridges are to be respectively constructed ia | 
such @ manner ag not materially or substan- | 
tially to obstructthe free navigation of the river. 
Congress reserves the right to withdraw the 


stantially obstructed by either or both of the 
bridges. The bridges, when completed in the 
manner specified in the acts of incorporation, 
ure to be deemed and taken to be legal struc- 
tures, and are, with the railroads of which they 
are parts, to be post roads for the transmission 
of the mails of the United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. POMEROY. When the proper time 
comes I think the title of the bill ought to be 
amended. The title now is to establish cer- 
tain post roads in the State of Alabama. The 
object is to authorize the bridging of the Ala- 
bama river. 

Mr. WARNER. It makes the bridges post 
roads in the last section. 

Mr. POMEROY. But the title wonld lead 


Congress. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Kansas move to amend the title? 
Mr. POMEROY. Ithink the words ‘‘and 
for other purposes’’ ought to be inserted at 


© least, or it should be amended so as to read, 
| A bill to authorize the bridging of the Ala- 


bama river.’’ Fhe Senator from Alabama 


' probably can suggest a proper title. 
i Mr WARNBGR. I think this is. the usual 


assent hereby given, as to either or both:of the | 
companies, in case the free navigation of the 
river shall be-at any time materially or sub- | 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEMS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 676) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An 
act to regulate tbe diplomatic and consular 
systems of the United States,’’ passed August 
18, 1856, and for other purposes. 

Mr. POMEROY. Funderstgnd that bill will 


| create considerable discussion in the Senate. 


` Mr. CHANDLER. No; Ido not think it 

will lead to any debate. ` 

‘Mr. SUMNER. It is a very important bill. 
Mr. POMEROY. I will not object if it is 

not: to be debated; if it is:to be debated, I 

enter my objection. € A 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 


L ator a now? 


- Mr. POMEROY. I do not, unless some- 
body wants to make a speech upon it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be sub- 
ject.to objection atany time before final action. 
` The Secretary. proceeded to read the bill; 


| but before concluding, 


Mr. PATTERSON. That is a very import- 
ant bill, and E for one should like time to look 
into it more than I have had hitherto. I ask 
that.it be passed over, . 

‘Mr. CHANDLER. Tt bas been on the Sen- 
ator’s table for a month of more. 
‘Mr. PATTERSON. That may be, but I 


State of Alabama; which was considered as. in || bave not had time. to consider it, 


Mr. SUMNER. On March 17 it came from 
the committee. — i i 
Mr. CHANDLER. It was printed before 
that, and was. three months in eommittee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


|, from New Hampshire objects, and. the bill will 
i; be passed over. The Secretary will reportthe 


next bill on the Calendar. 
an _ DARIEN SHIP-CANAL., 
_ The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 160) for a survey 
of a ship railway or ship-canal across the Isth- 
mus of Darien. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think that ought to be 
referred to some committee. It has never been 


; to any committee yet. 


“Mr. WILLIAMS. "Let it be read. 
The Secretary read the joint resolution. 
Mr. SPENCER. I object to it. 


2990 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 26, 


Mr. POMEROY. I move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will put 
the queation on the motion to refer, if there be 
no objection. It is moved that the joint reso- 
lution be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BUTCHERS’ BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 455) to incorporate the Washington 
Butchers’ Benevolent Association of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. POMEROY. If the Committee on the 
District of Columbia would report a general 
incorporation act, so that all these societies 
could incorporate under it, it would avoid the 
necessity of our passing separate incorporation 


laws. 
Mr. SUMNER. That general act has not 
yet passed. 


Mr. POMEROY. It will not take longer to | 


pass a general act than these various special 


acts. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


POOR IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(S. No. 460) to incorporate the Washington « 
Association for the Improvement of the Poor | 
of the District of Columbia; which was con- || 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF LIBERTY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 652) to incorporate the association 
called ‘ The Sons and Daughters of Liberty ;”’ 
which was read. 

Mr. HOWARD. I think this bill had better 
be passed over. If I understand it rightly it 
is substantially the same as the one we have 
just passed for the improvement of the con- 
dition of the poor of the District of Columbia. 
I cannotsee the necessity ofspending time upon 
such a bill. À 

Mr. MORTON. There was an organization 
called the Sons of Liberty in Indiana during 
the war organized for a very different purpose 
from that which is stated in this bül; but I 
got a proca against the name from the char- 
acter and purposes of the organization we had 
in Indiana. 1 do notintend, however, to urge 
any objection to the passage of this bill. 

` The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
Michigan has objected, and it will be passed 


over... : 

Mr. HOWARD. I think it had better be 
passed over for the present. 

Mr. FENTON. I wish to make one remark, 
with the permission of the Senator from Mich- 
igan. This would seem to be a favorable op- 
portunity to indulge in a suggestion to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, whether it 
may not he that some general law can be passed 
which will permit the organization of associa- 
tions by filing articles of association, instead of 
passing so many of these acts of incorporation. 
It seems to me it can be accomplished: in that 


way. o inn - ; 
_ Mr. HAMLIN. I will say to the Senator 
that there is a bill already reported, and on the 
Calendar, for the purpose of allowing associa- 
tions to be incorporated ; but we do not know 
that that bill will pass. Now, I want to say to 
my friend from Michigan tbat this is a little 
bill which really amounts to not much. It is. 
an association of colored people upon the 
Island, and they say that. if they can bring 
their means together they can exert them a 
little better in taking care of their poor; and 
that is all they want it for;. and I think he will 
not object to it. It is true we have passed one 
bill for an incorporation which is made up of 


| 


i poor of this District, so far as I can do 80. 


| as if going to withdraw the objection. 
|, persists in it the bill is not before the Senate. 
I insist on it. j 
| the river to make their connection with the 
| passed over. i 


another class of men for the same object; but 
this, I believe, is exclusively of colored people. 
I hope the Senator will let it pass. 

Mr. HOWARD. I must insist on my ob- 
jection. I do not see the propriety of shin- 
gling over the District of Columbia with so 
many special charters of incorporation for | 
every sort of subject that can be imagined. 
It seems to me that we could spend our time 
more profitably by devoting our attention to 
otherand more important matters. 
I would do anything in my power to aid the ` 


Mr. SUMNER. May I make a remark to | 


my friend? My friend understands perfectly | 
: that if there was a general incorporation law 


these people could organize under it. 

Mr. HOWARD. As a matter of course 
there would be no necessity for a special 
charter. 


Of course, `| 


The VICE PRESIDENT put the question 
and declared that the noes appeared to prevail. 

Mr. NORTON. Iask fora division. This 
amendment I understand to be reported by 
the committee upon information they had as 
to what was the desire of persons interested 
in this company and in the construction of a 
road from Green Bay to the Mississippi river ; 
and that that interest might not be confined 


| or restricted to a single point the limits were 


extended between townships eighteen and 
twenty-seven within which they might select 
their point of connection with the Mississippi 


river. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I understand, I think, the 


| purpose of the amendment, but at the same 


: time I have been written to by a number of 
` persons who have long taken an interest in this 


Mr. SUMNER. Very well. In the absence | 


of a general incorporation law, why should we ' 
not give them the opportunity they ask? 
Mr. HOWARD. Why not make—— 
Mr. SHERMAN. As objection is made, | 
should debate go on? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Michigan objected, but rose apparantly | 
ne 


Mr. HOWARD. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 


GREEN BAY AND LAKE PEPIN RAILWAY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 72) granting lands to the State of Wis- | 
consin to aid in the construction of the Green 
Bay and Lake Pepin railway ; which was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported 
the bill with amendments. 

The first amendment was to strike outin | 
lines six and seven of the first section the 
words ‘‘in a westerly direction to a point 
on the Mississippi river opposite the city of 
Wabashaw, Minnesota,”’ a in lieu thereof to 
insert: 

Thence on the most feasible route to some point 
on the Mississippi river between township eighteen, 
range ten west, and township twenty-seven, range 
twenty west. 

So asto make the section read : 


That for the purpose of aiding the Green Bay and | 
Lake Pepin Railway Company in the construction | 
of a railroad from a point on Fox river, at or near | 


the city of Green Bay, Wisconsin, running thence || 
on the most feasible route to some point on the Mis- || 
sissippi river between township eighteen, range ten |: 


west, and township twenty-seven, range twenty 
west, as the directors may detérmine, thereis hereby 
granted to the State of Wisconsin every alternate 


section of public lands designated by odd numbers : 
for ten sections in width on each side of said road, &c. ' 


Mr. RAMSEY. I hope the Committee on 
Public Lands will not insist on this amend- 


ment. The people of Wabashaw have already |! 


gone to considerable expense in making sur- | 
veys, and are very friendly to this enterprise. | 
There is no necessity for this amendment. | 

Mr. HOWE. Itis right. f 

Mr. RAMSEY. Where are these lines North | 
and South? : | 
“Mr. HOWE. The south line is opposite | 


Wabashaw. This amendment was introduced, || 
. I will say, in obedience to solicitations from 


different parts of Minnesota to accommodate a 

Minnesota interest. 
Mr. RAMSEY. Wabashaw is a Minnesota 

interest. = 


-.Mr. HOWE. Certainly. — 4 


Mr. RAMSEY. 
with this road, and gave a great deal of time and | 
money. They cannot well stand the loss‘ of | 
the. money, and they: should not’ be disap- | 
pointed in their reasonable expectations. 

Mr. HOWE. Dol understand that Waba- | 
shaw objects to the amendment? 


It was in early sympathy © 


Mr. RAMSEY. I have that information | 


from there. I hope the Senator will not in- 
sist on the amendment. i 


Mr. HOWE. Well, let us vote on it. i 


| and insert ‘*twenty.’’? That puts it 


"© matter, from the city of Wabashaw, desiring 


that this amendment should be deteated. 
Mr. NORTON. ‘There are persons in other 
arts of Minnesota, within these limits, equally 


` interested who have spent as much time and 


money as the people of the city of Wabashaw, 
and if this amendment is rejected and this com- 
pany is compelled to run to Wabashaw or any- 


| where else on the Mississippi river it may prove 


to be that this is the least desirable and most 
expensive connection. What the men inter- 


'! ested in the construction of the road desire is 


that they may have a limit between points on 


Mississippi river, thus accommodating interests 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin and on the lake 


as well. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I should regret very much 
if the rejection of the amendment defeated this 
enterprise. At the same time I know from 
parties who have written to me, and who desire 
the defeat of the amendment, that they have 
long been deeply interested in this work, and 


i| have been led to suppose, indeed, that the road 


was coming totheirtown. They have no other 
improvement than this to look to, as the Sen- 
ator knows. I am willing to submit the matter 
to the Senate and let the Senate do as they 


please. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iwill simply state that 
the committee depended for information upon 
the Senators representing the States of Minne- 
sota and Wisconsin ; and it appears to me that 
this amendment is right for the reason that it 


| gives the company an opportunity to terminate 


their road at an eligible point on the river. To 
require the railroad company to go to a point 
opposite some particular town simply to accom- 
modate the people of the town might subject 
the company to very great: expense and loss. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The amendment is cer- 
tainly right. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I think so. p 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ithink it is und erstood 
by the Senate, 

Mr. RAMSEY. Let it be voted on. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Minnesota [Mr. Norton] has demanded 
a division. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes twenty- 
seven, noes not counted. 
- The next amendment of the- Committee on 
Public Lands was to insert at the end of the 
first section ‘‘said land to be selected within 


| fifteen miles from the road.” 


Mr. HOWE. I move to strike out *‘ fifteen” 
on s level 
with other grants. : 

‘Mr. POMEROY. We have given this com- 
pany five miles beyond the original grant to 
make up deficiencies. There are some bills 
that grant ten, I know; but the: committee: 
thought that five would make up for such rea- 
sonable deficiencies as there might be. The 


| Senator from Wisconsin may be better informed 


than the committee, but the committee thought 
five miles enough in addition to the ten already 
allowed. . Ae te 
Mr. HOWE. I can only say that if the com- 
pany are allowed to go twenty miles they will 
not get one hundred thousand acres of land. 
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They will not get an acre of land, any way, that 
has not been in market at ten shillings an acre 
for more than twenty years, and unless this 
road is built it will be in the market for twenty 
years to come. 


The amendment to the amendment was 


agreed to. 


The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. | 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Public Lands was in section four, lines two 
and three, to strike out the words ‘section 
three of;’’ so as to read: 


vi in this ac 
patented. Mate Green Bay and L 
Company. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 


e Pepin Railway 


third reading, was read the third time, and | 


passed. : 
CUSTOMS COLLECTOR AT WILMINGTON. - 


Mr. ABBOTT. I desire now to take up Sen- 
ate joint resolution No. 133. 


The VICEPRESIDENT. Itrequires unan- | 


imons consent. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the joint resolution (S. R. No. 183) 
concerning the pay of customs officers in North 
Carolina. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I move to strike out all 
after the resolving clause, and insert the follow- 
ing as a substitute: 

That the act of the 25th of February, 1867, entitled 
* An act relative to collection districts in North Caro- 


lina,” in the first section and the last clause before 
the proviso, shall be, and hereby is, so amended as to 


include the words ‘and commissions ” after the word | 
si fees.” 


Mr. WILLIAMS. That £s right. 


Mr. ABBOTT. Iwill explain again why I | 


offer this amendment. Under the law of 1804 


the collector of the port of Wilmington pod ' 
e i 


commissions—two and a half per cent. 
law of 1867 was intended to give him $1,000 
salary and commissions up to $2,500. Evi- 
dently by an inadvertence in the act the word 
“ commissions” was left out and it simply said 
‘*fees,’’ so that it cut his pay down to $1,400, 
and he has not been abie to collect more since 
that act. ; 

Mr. CHANDLER. There is no objection 
to the amendment. It makes it all right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate as amended, and the amendment was 
concufred in. The joint resolution was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed. 


BILL PASSED OVER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 467) to facilitate the adjustment of 
controversies between parties interested in 
maritime adventures and contracts in the port 
of New York, and to establish a board of port- 
wardens. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is a question some- 
what complicated, and the Senator from New 
York [Mr. Conve] is absent. 
had better be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over, 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


_A message from the House of Representa 
tives, by Mr. Crinton Luoyn, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had passed a bill 
(H. R. No. 902) limiting the appointment of 
certain officers in the Treasury Department ; 
in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. 


. The message also announced that the House | 


insisted on its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate to the joint resolation (H. R. 
No. 120) declaratory of the meaning and in- 
tention of the law relating to the income tax, 
asked a conference on the disagreeing votes of 


| captured cannon for the purpose of construct- 
ing a monument at West Point, New York; and | 


| claims in the Territory of New Mexico. 


the two Houses thereon, and had appointed 
Mr. Rosert C. Scuenck of Ohio, Mr. HENRY 
L. Dawes of Massachusetts, and Mr. DANIEL 
W. Vooruees of Indiana, managers at the 
same on its part. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


' The message also announced that the Speaker 
' of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bills and joint resolutions; which were there- 


-< upon signed by the Vice President : 
; A bill (H. R. No. 887) for the relief of | 
+ Harriet R. Clinton; 


That the said lands hereby granted shall, when ` 


be subject to the | Joseph Harmon ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 888) for the relief of 


A bill (H. R. No. 1100) for the relief of 


© William A. Scott, late first lieutenant com- 


pany F, fourteenth regiment Illinois volunteers; 
` A joint resolution (H. R. No. 122) donating 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 116) to con- 
` strue an act entitled ‘An act to amend an act 


: entitled ‘An act to confirm certain private land 
m9) 


BILLS PASSED OVER, 


postpone indefinitely was reconsidered. There 
are two bills of the same title. 

Mr. SHERMAN. One of them I hope will 
be passed without objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The indefinite 
postponement was reconsidered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Committee 
on Commerce reported adversely. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask that one of them, 
the first one, be taken up and considered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 


I think it | 


will report the first. 

The Secrerary. The first is the bill (S. 
No. 872) to regulate the appraisement and in- 
spection of imports in certain cuses, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. SPENCER. I object to the consider- 
ation of that bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Alabama objects. It will be kept on the 
Anau There is another bill of the same 
title. 

Mr. SPENCER. I object to both. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. They will both 
be passed over. 

r. CHANDLER. I move that they be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. An objection has 
priority of a motion. 


SAMUEL MILLER. 


Mr. MORTON. I made objection to the 
consideration of Senate bill No. 678, for the 
relief of Nicholas M. Page, executor of Sam- 
uel Miller, of Campbell county, Virginia. I 
desire to withdraw that objection, in order that 
it may be restored tothe Calendar. _- 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Indiana asks leave to withdraw the objec- 
tion. The Chair hears no objection, and the 
bill is again before the Senate. os 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. RAMSEY.. We have now been faith- 
fully at work since twelve o'clock. There is 
some business in executive session which we 
ought to dispose of. 

Mr. SCOTT. Let this bill take its place at 
the head of the Calendar to-morrow. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be putat the head 
of the Calendar for to-morrow. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
objection it will be so ordered. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That will require 


If there be no 


unanimous consent. Is there objection? ‘The 
Chair hears no objection, The Sergeant-at- 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next bill : : 
| was indefinitely postponed, and the motion to | right to protest against what the House has 


Arms will clear the galleries and close the 
doors. 

After some time spent in the consideration 
of executive business, the doors were reopened, 
and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, April 26, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 


! by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, 


when 

Mr. ALLISON moved that the further read- 
ing of the Journal be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ALLISON. I call forthe regular order 
of business. 
CALL OF THE ROLL. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the roll of 
members be culled. 

The question was taken viva voce, and the 
Speaker declared that it was carried. 

Mr. ROOTS. ITprotest against this outrage 
as a foolish waste of time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has no 


ordered. 

Mr. ROOTS. I call for a division. 

The House divided upon the motion of Mr. 
SCHENCK; and it was agreed to—ayes 85, 
noes 28. 

The roll was then called, and the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 


Mr. STRICKLAND. I would state that 
Mr. Lasu is confined to his room by illness. 

The SPEAKER. Upon the call of the roll 
one hundred and seventy-six members have 
answered to their names. we 

Mr. SCHENCK. I now move—— 

Mr. ROOTS. I rise to a privileged motion. 
As the call of the roll seems to be such a pleas- 
ant sound to some people, I move that the 
House now adjourn, and upon that motion I 


i| call for the yeas and nays. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ark- 
ansas [Mr. Roots] is not entitled to. the floor. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scneycx] is 
upon the floor to make a motion. , 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that all further 


, proceedings under the call be dispensed with. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa 
[Mr. ALutson] has called forthe regular order, 

Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw that call forthe 
present. a - 

.FORTIFICATION APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. NIBLACK, by unanimous consent, ra- 
ported from the Committee on Appropriations 
a bill (H. R. No. 1883) making appropriations 


| for the construction, preservation, and repairs 
| of certain fortifications and other works of de- 
| fense for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871; 


which was read a first and second time, ordere 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
made the special order for Wednesday, May 4, 
after the morning hour, and from day to day 
until disposed of. 

PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. — 


Mr. KELSEY. I ask unanimous consent te 


| have taken from the Speaker’s table the Sen- 
‘ate amendments to the bill making appropri- 
| ations for the payment of. invalid and other 


pensions, and that those amendments be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. If it was anything else 
than a pension appropriation bill I would 
object. 
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No objection was made; and accordingly the 
amendments of the Senate to House bill No. 
781, making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United 
States for the year ending Jane 30, 1871, were 
taken from the Speaker’s table, and referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, 

RECONSTRUCTION EXPENSES. 
_ Mr. DAWES. I ask unanimous consent to 
report ftom the Committee on Appropriations 
a joint resolution for consideration at this 
time. l 
. Mr. INGERSOLL. I reserve my right to 
object. . l 7 i 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will 
be read, after which it will bein order to object 
to its introduction at this time. 

The title of the joint resolution was “A joint 
resolution to amend the actof April 20, 1870.” 

The jaint resolation, which was read, pro- 
vides that the first proviso in the actapproved 
April 20, 1870, (which prescribes the conditions 
‘under which the disbursement of the appropria- 


incurred in carrying into effect theact to provide 


| 
| 
i 
l 
i 
t 


ions of the twenty-first section of an act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage, approved March 2, 1799, and to be 
employed generally under.the direction of said 
Secretary in the prevention and detection of 
| frauds on the customs revenue; and the ex- 


required to be made pursuant to the provis- 


= pense thereof is to be charged to the “ appro- 


for the wore efficient government of the rebel 


States shall be made,) shall not be held to apply || per day. 


authorized to make such rules:and regulations, . 


to accounts for services rendered or for sup- 
plies furnished under regulations or orders 
igsued by the respective commanders of the 
several. military districts, under the authority 


of the seventh section of the act of March 28, | 


1867, and which accounts bave heen daly. cer- 
tified and audited, and have been approved, 
and. the payment-ordered by said commanders. 
. Mr. BENJAMIN. {I object. : 


FUR-BEARING ANIMALS IN ALASKA. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced'a bill (H; 1& No. 1884) to prevent the 
extermination of fus-bearmg animals in Alaska 
and to regulate the fur-seal-trade at. the islands 
of St. George and St. Paul, in the territory of 
Alaska; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. SAT 

Mr. DAWES. I move that the substitute 
reported by the gentleman from Rhode Fsland 
{Mr. Drxon] for the bill (S. No. 32) to. pre- 
vent the extermination of fur-bearing animals 
in Alaska be printed. a 

The motio was agreed to. miri gts 


Mr. JOHNSON: Task unanimous consent | 


to offer a petition on this subject from -citizens 
of San Francisco, © `- 
` The SPEAKER. A petition can be pre- 
sented, under the rules, at the Clerk’s desk. 
_ Mr. JOHNSON. I would like to have this 
read in open House as explaining the position 
of my colleagues and myself on this question. 
The SPEAKER. That would be in the nature 
of debate, and would be proper when the bill 
shall come-before the House. l 
':Mr. JOHNSON: I would like to have it 
read at this time. i 
The SPEAKER: It can be done 
imous consent, -` DSa 
Several members objected:: . 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT SPECIAL AGENTS. 


Mr. ALLISON., Icallfortheregular order. 
. The SPEAKER. The regular order bein 
called for, the, morning hour now begins, an 
the first business in order is reports of. a. pubs 
lic nature from:the Committee.on Public Build- 


ings and Grounds. |... 

Several committees having been called with- 
out presenting any reports, oe 

Mr. WELKER, from the Committee on 
Retrenchment, reported back, with a sub- 
stitute, a bill (H. R. No. 902) limiting - the 
appointment of certain officersin the Treasury 
Department. 

The first section of:the substitute authorizes 
the Secretary of the Treasury to appoint special 
agerits, not exceeding fifty-three in number at 
any one time, for the purpose of making the 
examinations of the books, papers, and accounts 


by unan- 


xe 


_ priation to defray the expense of collecting the 
revenue from customs.” 
| _ The second section. provides that these spe- 


| cial agents shall be divided into three classes. ` 


| The first class is to consist of nineteen agents, 
; two of whom shall each receive in addition to 


' the expenses necessarily and actually incurred |: 


Committee on Revision of the Laws, have 
thought there ought to be some limit fixed by 
law as to the appointment of these Treasury 
agents. Under the practice of the Government 
heretofore the Secretary of the Treasury hag 
appointed as many of them as he thought 
proper to appoint. And under that practice 
at many times this power under that old law 


: has been very much abused by the Secretaries 


_ of the Treasury in appointing more agents than 


"| were really necessary for that purpose. 


' by them a compensation of ten dollars per ` 


` day, and seventeen of whom are to receive in 
‘ addition to expenses necessarily and actually 
incurred by them a compensation of eight dol- 
lars per day. ‘The second class is to consist 


i een agents, each of whom shall ‘receive in 
i addition to expenses necessarily and actually 
incurred by him a compensation of five dollars 
The Secretary of the Treasury is 


not inconsistent with law, for the government 
of these special agents as he may deem expe- 
dient and necessary. But:no sum is to be paid 
to.any such agents as. mileage. . 

T'he third section provides that.no special 
agent in addition to the: number authorized: by 


i| this act shall be hereafter appointed or em- 
i| ployed upon any busiuess. relating to the eus 


toms revenue. : . 

Mr. CULLOM. I did not understand dis: 
| tinctly. the reading of this bill. ¥ wish toin- 
quire of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. WELKER] 
whether the bill bas reference entirely to the 
customs revenue, or whether it refers also to 
the internal revenue? 

Mr. WELKER. In answer to the gentle- 
man’s inquiry I will-state that it applies, only 
to the customs revenue. It does not interfere 
at all with the internal-revenie service. 

Mr. CULLOM. ' I wish to inqnire further 
whether the bill proposes to ereate new or 
additional offices, or whether it simply regu- 
lates the appointment af such officers in the 
customs revenue service as we have already ? 

Mr. WELKER. Mr. Speaker, perhaps it 


‘| may be well for me to make a brief explana- 


tion of the bill, and if afterward gentlemen 
have any suggestions to make or amendments 
to offer I.shall be very glad to hear them; or 
if not, I shall demand the previous question. 


This bill has reference entirely to agents || 


appointed by the Treasury Department in con- 
nection, with the euatoms revenue... The-snb- 
stitute is puer the same- as that which. wag 
reported by the Comurittes on Revision: of the 
Laws a week or two ago and referred: to the 
Committee on Retrenchment.. : 


of this kind} for under the present practice 
in the. Treasury Department there is no lim, 
itation. by any. existing law to the: namber of 
special agents that may. be employed in the 
revenue service connected with the customs. 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Fer- 
niss,] in his remarks the other day, stated to 
the House the condition of the faw on this 
sabject. I beg leave to read a paragraph from 
his remarks: . i 

"Inthe law of 1799, which organizes the customs 

department. and provides for the appointment of eel- 
lectors, naval officers, and surveyors, there is a clause 
which requires that the books, papers, and accounts 
of these officers shall be at all times open-to the in- 
spection of some person appointed for that purpose. 
Itis under that clause, and the implied authority 
there given, that all of these officers now known 
as special agents of the Treasury Department are 
appointed.” _ 

This general provision of the law of 1799 is 
the only authority. under which these Treasury 
agents have heretofore been appointed. The 


of collectors and other officers of the customs || Committee on Retrenchment, as- well as the 


Mr. Speaker, there is a necessity fore bill j 


Mr. CULLOM. Does the law allow the 
Secretary to appoint as many as he pleases? 

Mr. WELKER. Not this one. 

Mr. CULLOM. The old law? 

Mr. WELKER. The old law allowed him 
to appoint as many as he pleased. The law 
itself never contemplated the appointment of 


: agents for general purposes outside of the in- 


$ vestigation of the books and papers of the 


of sixteen agents, each of whom shall receive | 
in addition to expenses necessarily and actually | 
incurred by him a compensation of six dollars | 


Gone iharein contained fos delraying expenses | per day. The third class is to consist of eighit- 


‘| of the country. 


i of 


|| of each grade. 


custom-houses of the country; but under that 
authority the Secretaries have adopted a prac- 
tice of appointing general agents to look into 
the.collection of customs in the different ports 
It-was stated by the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Frexriss,] on the 


: Committee on Revision of the Laws, that under 
` the practice of the Government at one time 


that appointing power had been so far abused 
asthat one single Senator had as many as seven- 
teen of these revenue agents. 

On the 4th of March, 1869, there had been 


| appointed, and were then in office under this 
| general power, seventy-nine of these agents. 


We propose to limit their number in this bill 
to fifty-three, On-the ist of last February 
there were appointed ¿nd in office of this class 
agents fifty-four iw all. This bill limits 
them tofifty-three ; and we have been informed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury that the num- 
ber specified.ia thig bill is the lowest number 
with which, with safety to'tlie iateiests of the 
Government, he can get along in the adminis- 
tration of his Department iú connection with 
the customs. This bill provides a compensa- 
tion for thesé different agents. It grades them 
into three classes and fixes the compensation 
The old law under which these 
agents have heretofore been appointed left the 
compensation entirely at the discretion. of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. So that under that 
discretion the compensation of those agents 
hag ranged from $5,000 a. year down to four 
dollars a day and expenses. If this’ bill is 


' passed there will be three classes’ of agents: 


i first class, two at ten dollars a day and seven- 


teen ‘at eight dollars a day; second’ class, six- 


‘teen at six dollars a day; and the third class, 
' eighteen at five dollars a day, with expenses. 


: penses of these agents ran w 


On the 4th of March, 1869, the compensa: 


' tion per day of these seventy-nine agents of 


the Treasury amounted to: $447, and the ex- 
t to. $160: per 
day, making $600 per day in all. - Under the 
present. bill the daily compensation of these 
agents: will he $342, and. adding expenses, 
$150, will make $492 in all. The Secretary 
of the Treasury has, in the time he has been 
in power, reduced the expenses of these Treas- 
ury agents to about five hundred dollars a day. 
The bill does not increase the expenses of the 
Government, for the number of agents pro- 

oged. ta -be anthorized:are those nowin office. 

t rather diminishes the expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. The Secretary tells usin his report: 


“Special agents of the Treasury Department have 


i been employed and recognized by law almost from 


the organization of the.Government. The: exten- 


i sion of the territory of the United States, the increase 


of its commerce, and the high rate of duties furnish- 
ing a temptation to smugglers, have rendered: the 
services of special agents or inspectors of customs 
indispensable to. the collection of the revenues. 
There can be ño doubt, I think, that in the aggre- 
gate the result of their services is a saving, directly 
and indirectly, to the Treasury of many million 
dollars annually.” : 


In the aetual practice of the collection of 
the customs revenue of the country it has been 
found by all administrations indispensable that 
this class of agents should be employed. The 
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object of this bill ia to limit the number, and 
in the second place to limit the compensation, 
first, so as to know exactly how many may be 


to be paid. 

I presume, Mr. Speaker, I need not say 
anything in addition in reference to the neces- 
sity of the appointment of these agents who 
we are told are indispensable in the language 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. The pur- 

ose of this bill is to furnish as many as may 
be necessary for the execution of the revenue 
laws of the country. 4 yield to my colleague 
on the committee, [Mr. Bextoy.] 

Me. BENTON. Mr. Speaker, it seems to 
me that this bill is in the interest of economy, 
Both committees which have had charge of it 
have been unanimous, as l understand, in the 
opinion that it would not only operate favor- 
ably upon the efficiency of the service, but that 
it would be in the interest of economy, as has 
just been shown by the gentleman who has 
reported the bill. It is apparent from his 
statewent that the expenses would be largely 
reduced; the number of officers also being 
reduced to fifty-three, which is some twenty or 
thirty less than the number of officers under 
the existing system, It is anticipated also that 
a class of officers will be appointed who will be 
wore capable and efficient, and who will better 
serve the interests of the Government. It is 
important, as has been shown to the commit- 
tee, that a higher class of officers should be 
selected especially to look after the interests 
of the Government ia foreign countries, where 
large frauds have been perpetrated against the 
Treasury by the introduction of goodsin various 
ways under false valuations. We want acertain 
number of officers to be sent to the places of 


cers to be stationed at places where goods are 
imported into this. country, to look after the 
invoices and see that no frauds are committed 
on the revenue. And it is expected that under 
the provisions of this bill men of high character 
and first-class ability shall be selected to fill 
the most important of these offices. The com- 
pensation is sufficient to secure that class of 
officers; and althaugh the compensation has 
been in the main reduced, it has been increased 
for a certain class of officers for the purpose 


of securing men of a higher order of capacity. ; 
doubt - 
whether there 1s a sufficient number provided. | 


For my own part I am somewhat in 


The committee, however, have thought that the 


service; and if it is found necessary after trial 


to havea larger number sent abroad an addition | 
can be made. I have no doubt that the House | 
will concur with the committee in their views | 


on this subject. I think this is a bill which 
ought to be adopted. Bag eee 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
this isa very important bill. In some respects 
it is an amendment upon existing practice, 
whether it be an amendment upon the existing 
law or not. It seems to reduce the number 
of officers who were appointed as detectives, 
and in that respect I think it is certainly valu- 
able. And if officers of the right character be 
appointed the bill may be of service to the 
public. I would suggest, however, an amend- 
ment for the consideration of the gentleman 
who has charge of the bill. In the fifth line, 


after the words ‘‘at any time,’’ I would insert | 


the words ‘‘for the United States only, or for 
Mexico and the British dominions bordering 
on the United States.’’ The practice exists 
now of selecting certain individuals who desire 


to go abroad and travel in all parts of the world . 


at the public expense and giving them situa- 
tions as detectives and inspectors of revenne. 
They go abroad on very small salaries; and 
having small salaries, the temptations to which 
they ure exposed are sometimes irresistible ; 
and, so far as my judgment and experience 
have extended, they do a great deal more harm 
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to the commerce af the. eauntry than they do 
good. I think, therefore, under existing cir- 


; cumstances it would be wise to limit the ap: 
appointed, and at what compensation they are © 


pointment of these detectives to the United 


` States, or to Mexico, which borders on the 


United States, and that portion of the British 
dominions which borders on the United States, 

Mr. WELKER, In reply to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Brooxs] I desire to say 
that that subject was thought of and discussed 
by the Committee on Retrenchment, and I 
believe also by the Commitiee.on Revision of 
the Laws. But we are informed by the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury that it. is indispensably 
negessary that he should send two of. these 


' rely solely upon them. 


agents to Europe. . He says that by having ~ 
such agents in Europe he can prevent a large . 


amount of frauds upon the Government. 


Or 


course the Secretary must be vested with a ; 
good deal of discretion in the selection of these : 


agents, as to the kind of men selected and the 
nature of the services to which he may direct 
their: attention. 
of the Treasury the country has been divided 


_ into sixteen districts, in each of which author- 
ity is given by this bill for the appointment | 


of a superiatendent, with others to assist and 
aid him in the detection of frauds. . But the 
Secretary says that it is important to the inter: 
ests of the country that two or three of these 

gents should be sent abroad, and in fact.the 


In the present organization . 


Naples to the sea of Okhotsk, while the con- 
sular authorities give little or no attention to 
the matter. The true and proper way to watch 
the course of commerce abroad is to vest the 
consular officers with that authority, and to 
I have no doabt that 
in that way, under proper instructions from 
tlre Secretary ofthe Treasury, and without any 
of these detectives traveling all over Europe 
subject to all sorts of temptations, the Treas- 
ury would be far better served than it is now 
by two or three traveling detectives. 

Mr. WELKER. One word in reply to the 
suggestion made by the gentleman from New 
York. A mere statement of the duties which 
will be required of these special agents travel- 
ing in Europe will show the necessity of their 
being employed. by the Government. : Under 
our law the duties to be imposed at the castom- 
houses of our country very much depend upon 
the market value of the articles that are ex- 
ported abroad to this country, and it would be 
perfectly impossible for our consular agents, 


- who are not supposed to be experts in relation 


Secretary was very anxious that the committee |, 


should authorize the employment of two addi- | 


tional agents for the purpose of sendiag them 
abroad. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Under what 
authority of law ere these agents sent abroad? 
Mr. WELKER, Under a section of the law 


of of ; of 1799. 
importation in foreign countries aswell as offi- | 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. What author- 
ity is given by that law? 

Mr. WELKER. 
1799 requires the books, papers, and accounts 


some person appointed for that purpose, and 
under that clause these appointments have all 
been made. It is a question for serious con- 
sideration whether that law authorizes the .ap- 
poinément of this class of agents at.all; but it 
is a practice that hag grown up in the Govern: 


. ment, and perhaps it is now too late to say that 


| 
! 


| | 
| 


there was no authority for the appoiatment of 
these agents.. This bill proposes to. legalize 
their 


the amendment indicated by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Brooxs] should not.be 
adopted, but to allow this discretion still to 
rest in the control and-power of the person 
administering the Treasary Department. - 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. . I nandertake 
to say that there is no authority on the part of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. under the act 


to which the gentleman refers to send these | 


agents abroad, nor is it necessary to send them 
abroad, because we have. our. ministers pleni 
potentiary or.;we have our diplomatic agents 


pr ought to be responsible mep, who are con- 


firmed. by the Senate of the United States, | 


aud upon them the Secretary of the. Treasury 
ought to rely for the detection.of frauds, and 
not upon irresponsible men appointed as 
agents. Now, the facts are these; these agents 
who are: sent to Europe, and who have small 
salaries, spend double and treble their salaries, 
and sometimes four, five, and six times the 
amount. The temptations to which they are 


| exposed are. irresistible. unless they are won- 


derfully honest men, and so far as my observa- 
tion goes, so far from doing any goad they 
lead to frauds. The consular authorities of 
the United States, relying upon these. detect- 
ives who are stationed throughout, all Kurope, 
pay little or no attention to the invoices of 
goods that are made abroad, and the conse- 
quence is that these two or three agents are 


supposed to guard Europe from the bay of | 


A section of the law.of | 


to the prices of any of these articles, or scarcely 
any althea, to be able to furnish that class of 
information to the custom:-houses in order to 
detect frauds as to.the market value of articles 
imported into this country. Now, the agents 
who are selected by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury are men familiar with that class of duties; 
they are experts in the market value of articles 
in Europe. They are men trained for that pur- 
pose. Ín a.recent investigation of affairs in 
the custom-house in New York I ascertained 
the great importance of having men connected 


: with this branch of the service who were edu- 
i cated to the duties and experts in the duties 


| assigned them. 


pointment, to limit their number, and , 
| fix their compensation, and I would prefer that | 
number is sufficient, and we may try the ex- | 
periment and see whether we cannot get along : 
with that number in this branch of the public : 


i ia all the commercial towns of importance | 
| throughout Europe who are responsible men, 


These. agents will be neces- 


: sarily selected by the Secretary of the Treasury 


with a view to their capacity, in order to have 
correct information at the custom-houses; and 


_ if wewere to depend entirely upon our consular 
of these officera to be open to inspection by | 
' sarily be practiced on the Government. 


force for that duty great frauds would neces- 


Mr. WOODWARD. I would inquire of the 
gentleman what was the number of these agents 
connected with the Treasury Department dur- 
ing the last. quarter of the fiscal year? 

Mr. WELKER. I cannot give the number 
by fractions of a year; but on the lat of Feb- 


: ruary last there were fifty-four of these agents 


i cannot be trusted. 


employed. : Eca 
Mr. WOODWARD. Inal? > > n: 
Mr. WELKER.: Altogether, in the whole 
service of the Government. ee: ree 
Mr. WOODWARD. I offered yesterday a 
resolution of inquiry on this subject, which I 
believe the House would have agreed to if the 
gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. Maynarp] had 


| not objected. It was a resolution calling upon 


the Secretary of the Treasury for the names of 
those persons. a nee 

. Mr. WELKER. I.wonld suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Woopwarp] 
that a resolution of that kind was passed by the 
House. some time aga, and a letter sent to this 
House in reply by the Secretary of the Treas- 


| ury, in which he declined to give the names of 


these special agents, for the reason that they 
were discharging a class of duties in reference 
to which. it.was better that they should ‘not be 


|| known by the persons with whom they asso- 


ciated where they were located; but he: gave 


(| other particulars in-regard to them. 


. Mr, WOODWARD, That shows the import- 
ance of Lig A cate by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Brooks] as to the author- 


| ity of the Secretary of the Treasury to appoint 
| these agents at all. I am quite disposed. to 


concur in that.doubt.ag:to the meaning of the 
act of 1799. The argement is that these agents 
are necessary because of their-capacity and 


| skill to’ deteet fraud... Consular agents abroad 


cannot be trusted; ordinary officers at home 
We must have adepts in 
order to detect fraud... Now, let us know who 
these adepts are. We want to take the measure 
of thesé detectives and see who they are and 
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to see whether they are qualified above all other 
men for this. special duty. The answer to all 
that is, ‘We cannot uncover; we may do so 
confidentially.’ I would suppose that before we 
pass legislation on this subject we should know 
the character and qualifications of the men in 
respect to whom we are legislating. 

Mr. WELKER. If this bill should become 
law, of course these appointments would have 
to be made under its provisions; and the ques- 


tion as to whether, under the law of 1799, the . 


Secretary of the Treasury had authority to do 


“in this bill is made upon the same principle. 


it or not is not a matter that should be stated — 


against the appointments to be made under 
this bill. The very purpose of this bill is to 
get rid of this doubt and to make a certainty. 

Mr. WOODWARD. 


should not be made known. . 

Mr. WELKER. 
the making public of the names of those gen- 
tlemen who have been heretofore serving the 


' enough. You provide two at ten dollars a day, 


‘| sixteen at six dollars a day, and eighteen at 


E would also suggest that ` 


country in these places would not make much | 


difference in reference to the passage of this 
bill, because we suppose that the Secretary 
would appoint competent men under this bill. 
It may be that in many places the best men in 
the country have not been appointed. 

Mr. FERRISS. 
Ohio [Mr. Werker] yield to me for a few 
moments? 

Mr. WELKER. Twill. 

Mr. FERRISS. This billis a substitute for 
a bill which I myself prepared upon certain 


facts which came to my knowledge during the | 


recess of the holidays. 
all of these special agents, with the exception 


I then ascertained that | 


of two or three, were appointed without anthor- | 


ity of law, in my judgment. They were ap- 
pointed in pursuance of the provisions con- 
tained in the twenty-second section of the law 
of 1799, establishing the customs department. 
Those provisions have been read, giving only 
an implied authority for agents, and really did 
not contemplate their appointment as they are 
now appointed. I became satisfied that those 
agents are indispensable to the thorough and 
complete administration of the Treasury De- 
partment. But they are now appointed with- 
out authority of law. The attention of the 
Secretary having been called tothe matter, he 


prepared this bill, or caused it to be prepared, | 
and it was introduced and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Revision of the Laws, which had 
under consideration the bill whieh I had intro- 
duced, and which proposed to abolish all these 
agents. 3 

The question to be determined by the House 
at this time is simply this: whether this prac- 
tice shall continue, whether these special agents 
shall be appointed and continue to be appointed 
without number, ad libitum, by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, with salaries fixed by him at 
just such rates as he may see fit to give them ; 


or whether they shall be limited, and the ex-. 


penses of the Government cat down, as they 
will be by this bill, over a hundred dollars per 


day? ‘That isthe only question to be determ-. 


ined by the House; whether this practice shall 
continue without authority of law or whether 
it shall continne in pursuance of law. 

“Mr. CULLOM. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for an inquiry? a p 

Mr. FERRISS. Certainly. 

Mr. CULLOM. I notice that this bill pro- 
vides that these men shall act as special agents 
to.examine the books, papers, and accounts 
of collectors and other officers ; to act as a sort 
of detectives. Yet there seem to be three or 
four grades of officers or detectives provided 


for in this bill with three or four grades of - 


salaries. Now, if the duty of all these officers 
is the same it strikes me there is no reason 
why the salaries should be different. I would 
like to have this matter explained, if there is 
any good reason for it. ` i 

Mr. FERRISS. - As 
chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment, 
[Mr. Werxer,] the Secretary of the Treasury 


has been stated by the 


Will the gentleman from : 


Then there is no force | 
in the reason now rendered that their names |: 
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has divided the country into sixteen customs dis- 
tricts, and in each of these districts one of the 
officers provided for in this billis to be ap- 
pointed and employed for that territory. In 
every Department of the Government the same 
distinction is made as to the salaries paid to | 
employés as is contemplated by this bill. There | 
are subordinates to the chief detective em- | 
ployed in this district. The head of a bureau | 
receives greater compensation than the subor- i 
dinate clerks of that bureau. The distinction | 


Mr. CULLOM. That, I think, will be right 


and then seventeen at eight dollars a day, and 


five dollars a day. I do not say the heads of 
bureaus should not get higher pay, but if all | 
these special agents of these different classes 

perform the same duties in the different por- : 
tions of the country it seems to me that their ` 
pay ought to be the same. 


Mr. FERRISS. - think, Mr.. Speaker, this © 
phrase borrowed from the act of 1799, entitled |; 
‘s An act to regulate the collection of the daties ;; 
on imports and tonnage,’’ imperfectly defines ` 
Their duties are || 
«| much broader than those ‘contemplated by | 


the daties of these officers. 


that act to. which reference is here made. [ 
was about to state another thing. I found on ; 


examination of the statates that there was a | 
| law passed in 1862 or 1863 authorizing the ap- 
pointment of two or three ofthesespecialagents ‘i 


togo abroad. J believe three were authorized at ` 


the fixed salary of $2,000 a year and expenses. `' 


That is the only act which directly provides for 
the appointment of agents performing such ser- 
vices as are performed by this large number | 
of agents under the law of 1799. 
passes the agents employed under that special 
act with determinate duties will cease, and no 
more agents will be appointed under that law. 
The third section of this bill repeals that law. 
It declares that no special agents of the Treas- 
ury Department shall be appointed in addition 
to the number specified by this bill in relation | 
to the collection of the customs revenue. If 
this’ bill passes it will take: the place of that 
special act. These agents ‘also will take the 
place of those appointed under the act of 1799. 
So then, sir, the question to be determined is, 
whether this number of agents shall be ap- 
pointed at the salary herefixed, or whether the 
number shall continue without authority of law 


and at the will and discretion of the Secretary <! 


of the Treasury. 
Mr. WHLKER. Inowyieldto the gentleman | 
from Vermont, [Mr. Potanp,] chairman of the | 


[f this bill | purpose of having that amendment offered. I 


the frontier of this great country where there 
are importations. 

A word in relation to the objection of my 
friend from New York, [Mr. Brooxs.] He 
says there is no necessity for any of these 
agents abroad where we have consuls. What 
do consuls do? The law demands that every 
importer shall bring a consular certificate. He 
carries his bill as he himself makes it to the 
consul and gets the consular certificate. The 
invoices are never examined by the consuls, 
It is made by law no part of their duty to 
examine these bills of the importers, who carry 
them to the consuls, make oath to them, and 
receive their certificates. The consul’s duties 
are merely ministerial. These special agents 
of the Treasury Department are experts and 
are well acquainted with the market values of 
the products imported from abroad, and will 
be able to furnish the collectors at our various 
ports with information, so as to guard against 
fraudulent invoices and save the Government 
from Joss of revenue. I hope the bill will pass, 

Mr. WELKER. I now move the previous 
question. 

Mr. CULLOM. TI ask the gentleman to 
allow me to offer an amendment, which FE send 
to the Clerk's desk to be read. 

Mr. WELKER. I will hear it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all of section two after tho enacting 
clause and insert the following: 

That said special agents shall each reccivo a per 
diem of six dollars per day in addition to expenses 


necessarily and actually incurred; and tho Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized to make such 


, rules and regulations, not inconsistent with Jaw, for 
, the government of said special agents as he may 


Committee on Revision ofthe Laws, 

Mr. POLAND. Mr. Speaker, this bill ori- 
ginated in the Committee on Revision of the ; 
Laws. I quite agree with -my friend from New, 
York [Mr. Fegriss] that it isa greàt perver- 


that act; but it has grown up by a half cen-' 
tury’s practice that such a, large number has | 
been-employed. If the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has power to make any appointment at all 
his power is perfectly unlimited in point of 
number and in point of compensation. ‘We 
felt the number should be limited, and that | 
there should also be a limitation by law of the’ 
compensation they should receive. For the ' 
purpose of being informed on the subject we 
not only-had the Fetter of the Secretary of the 
Treasury before us, but we called the. Secre- 
tary of the Treasury before the committee, and 
had a fall conference on the subject. This bill, 
as drawn and presented by the Committee on | 
Revision of the Laws, was with the full con- 
currence of the Secretary of the Treasury, and ‘ 
metthe approval ofthe committee. It was estab- 
lished that at least this number is necessary. 
The service they are to perform is detective 
service. They are not only to examine the 
books anid papers of collectors of customs, but 
they are to act as detective officers all along 


i 


i 
| 
i 


deem expedient and necessary. 


Mr. WELKER. I decline to yield for the 
do so because I consider the graduation pro- 
posed in the bill of great importance.in the- 
administration of the affairs of the Depart- 
ment. By those having control of the Depart- 
ment this is deemed indispensable for the pur- 
pose of preventing frauds on the Government. 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I ask the 
gentleman to yield to me to offer an amend- 
ment. Aa ae i 
Mr. WELKER, Iwill hear it. 
The Clerk tead as follows: 


In section one, line eleven, after the word “ Sec- 
retary,” insert the following words: “within ‘the 
United States or its immediate borders.” 


Mr. WELKER. I do not yield to have that 
amendment offered, for the reason which I have 
already stated. I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

On seconding the previous question there 
were—ayes sixty-three, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be 


; | engrossed and réad a third time; and being 
sion of the old law of 1799, so large a number |: 
of these officers should have been appointed. |: 
Such a number was never contemplated by | 


engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. ; 
Mr. WELKER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WELKER. I now yield to my colleague 
on the committee, [Mr. Jencxzs. ] 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 


Mr. JENCKES. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Retrenchment to report back, 
with the recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
(H. R. No. 1828) to establish a department of 
Justice... 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was read. In its first section it pro- 
poses to establish an executive department 0 
the Government of the United States, to be 


! called the department of justice, of which the 


Attorney General shall be the head. His duties, 


! sajary, and tenure of office shall remain as 


now fixed by law, except so far as they may be 
modified by this act. 


1870. 


` The second section provides that there shall 
be in said department an officer Jearned in the 
law, to assist the Attorney General in the per- 
formance of his duties, to be called’ the soli- 
citor general, and who, S r i 
the office of Attorney „Genaral, or ae big 
absence or disability, 8 ave power to-exér- 
cise all the duties of thdt office. There shall 


in case of a vacancy if 


| 
i 


. 
H 
i! 
| 
i 
$ 


also be continued in said department the two | 


other officers, learned in the law, called the |, 


it 


assistants of the Attorney General, whose duty. `: 
it shall be to assist the Attorney General and : 


solicitor general in the performance of their 
duties, as now required by law. . 

The third section provides that from and 
after the time when his act takes effect the 


i! management and distribution of its business. || 
The ninth séction provides that the several ; 


Solicitor of the Treasury and his assistants, | 


the Solicitor of Internal Revenue, the Naval 


Solicitor and Judge Advocate General, and the : 


clerks, messengers, and laborers employed in | 
the office of the Attorney General, and in the j’ 


offices of the Solicitor of the Treasury, Naval | 


Solicitor, and Solicitor of Internal Kevenue, 
and the law office in the Department of State, 


now designated as the examiner of claims in | 
said Department, shall be transferred from the | 


Departments with which they are now associ- 
ated to the department of” justice ; and: said 
officers shal? exercise their functions under the 
supervision and control of the head of the 
department of justice. = ` 

The. fourth section provides that questions 
of law submitted to the Attorney General for 
his opinion, except questions involving a con- 
struction ef the Constitution of the United 
States, may be by him referred to such of his 
subordinates ashe may deem appropriate, and 
he may require the written opinion thereon of 
the officer to whom the same may be referred ; 
and if the opinion given by such officer shall 
be approved by the Attorney General, such 


approval so indorsed thereon shall give the! 
opinion the same force and effect as belong to | 


the opinions of the Attorney General. 

The fifth section provides that whenever the 
Attorney General deems it necessary, he may 
require the solicitor general to argue any case 
in which the Government ig interested before 
the Court of Claims; and as to cases coming 
by appeal fiom the Court of Claims to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, it shall 
be the duty of the Attorney General and soli- 
citor general to conduct and argue them before 
that court as in other cases in which the Uni- 
ted States is interested. And the Attorney 
General may, whenever he deems it for the 
interest of the United States, conduct and 
argue any case in any court of the United 
States, or may require the solicitor general or 
any officer of his department todo so. And 
the solisitor general, or ‘any officer of the de- 
partment of justice, may be sent by the Attor- 
ney General to any.State or district. in the 
United States to attend to the interests of the 
United States in any suit pending in auy of. 
the courts of the United States, or in the:courts 
of any State, or to attend to aay other inter- 


est of the United States; for which service | 


they shall receive, in addition to their salaries, 
their actual and necessary expenses while so 
absent from the seat of Government, the ac- 
count thereof to be verified by affidavit. 

The sixth section provides that whenever a 
question of law arises in the administration 
either of the War or Navy Department, the 
cognizance of which is not given by statute to 
some other officer from whom the head of 
either of these Departments may require ad- 
vice, the same shall be sent to the Attorney 
General, to be by him referred to the proper 
officer in his department provided for in this 
act, or otherwise disposed of as he may deem 
proper. And each head of any Department 
of the Government may require the opinion 
of the Attorney General on all questions of 
law arising in the administration of their 
respective Departments. 

The seventh section provides that the duties 
enjoined upon the Auditor of the Post Office 


i. necessary rules and regulations for the govern-: 


| pointed and be removable -by the Attorney 


' of the internal revenue, $5,000; and to the 


‘by law; and the Attorney General shall be 


‘ salary of $2,000, and ‘he may appoint three 


Départment bythe fourteenth section of the 
act entitled ‘f An act to change the organiza- 
tion of the Post Office Department, and to | 
provide more effectually for the settlement of | 
the accounts thereof,” passed July 2, 1836, | 
shall hereafter be performed by some officer | 
of the department of justice, to be specially 
designated, under the direction of the Attorney ` 
General, who shall also have the care of prose- 
cutions for mail depredations and penal offenses - 
against the postal laws. ' 

The eighth section provides that the Attor-. 
ney General is hereby empowered to make all 


ment of said department of justice, and for the : 


officers hereinbefore transferred from the other | 


Departments to the department of justice shall | 
hold their respective offices until their suc- © 


cessors are duly qualified; and: the solicitor | 
general, and, whenever vacancies occur, the 


in this act, shall be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and: consent of 
the Senate. : All the other officers; clerks, and 
employés in the said department shall be ap- 


General. 

The tenth section provides that the following 
annual salaries shall be paid to the officers 
hereinbefore mentioned: to the solicitor gen- 
eral, $7,500; to each of the assistants of the 
Attorney General, $5,000 each ; to the solicitor 


other officers the salaries and fees now allowed 
allowed a stenographic clerk, with an annual 
additional clerks. of the fourth class. 


The eleventh section provides that all moneys ‘| 
hereafter drawn out.of the Treasury upon the 


| requisition of the Attorney General shall be 


: disbursed by such one of the clerks herein pro- 


| Attorney General may require eny solicitor or 


| shall, for and on behalf of the United States, 


the act making appropriations, passed March 


| 8, 1859, as provides that moneys drawn out of 


the Treasury upor the requisition of the Attor- | 
ney General shall be disbursed by such dis- | 
bursing officer as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may designate is hereby repealed. 

. The twelfth section provides that it shall be 


year, of the business of the said department of 
justice, and any other matters appertaining 
thereto that he may deem proper, including 
the statistics of crime under the laws of the 
United States, and, as far as practicable, under 
the laws of the several States.. — 

The thirteenth section provides that 
superintendent of the Treasury building shall 
provide such suitable rooms in the Treasury 
building as may be necessary to accommodate 
the officers and clerks of the said department, .-! 
or, to the extent that that may.be found itn- 
practicable, to provide such rooms in some 
other building in the vicinity of said Treasury 
building. 

The fourteenth section 


provides that the | 


officers of the department of justice to per- 


form any duty required of said department or || 


any officer thereof; and the officers of the law `: 
department, under the direction of the Attor- ; 
ney General, shall give all opinions and render ' 
all services requiring the skill of persons | 
learned in the law necessary to enable the: 
President and heads of the Executive Depart- | 
ments to discharge their respective duties; and | 


procure the proper evidence for, and cdnduct, | 


rosecute, or defend all suits and proceedings | 
in the Supreme Court of the United States, |: 
and in the Court of Claims, in which the Uni- |: 


i 


‘a 
\ 
| 
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allowed or ‘paid to any other attorney or coun- 
selor at law for any service herein required 
of the officers of. the department of justice. 

The fifteenth section provides that the super- 
visory powers now exercised by the Secretary 
of the Interior over the accounts of the dis- 
trict attorneys, marshals, clerks, and other 
officers of the courts of the United States 
shall be exercised by the Attorney General, 


ml 
| 
© Executive Departments to employ attorneys or 
‘| counsel at the expense of the United States ; 


| vided for the Attorney General as he may ` 
; designate; and so much of the first section of 


{ 
i 


i} 


' authorized to be 
the || 


who shall sign all requisitions for the advance 


| or payment of moneys out of the Treasury, on 
‘| estimates or accounts, subject to the same 
‘ control now exercised on like estimates or 
': accounts by the First Auditor or First Comp- 


troller of the Treasury. 

The sixteenth section provides thatthe Attor- 
ney General shal! have supervision of the con- 
duct and proceedings of the various attorneys 
for the United States in the respective judicial 
districts, who shall make report to him of their 
proceedings, and also of all other attorneys 


i and counselors employed in any cases or busi- 
| assistants of the Attorney General and all the | 
` solicitors and assistant solicitors mentioned 


ness in which the United States may be con- 


l! cerned. 


‘The seventeenth section provides that it shall 
not be lawful for the Secretary of either of the 


but such Departments, when in need of coun- 
sel or. advice, shall call upon the department 


of justice, the officers of which shall attend 


to the same; and. no counsel or attorney fees 
,Shall hereafter be allowed to any person or 
persons, besides the respective district attor- 
neys and assistant district: attorneys, for ser- 
vices in such capacity to the United States, or 
any branch or department of the Government 
thereof, unless authorized by law, and then 
only on the certificate of the Attorney General 
| that such services were actually rendered, and 
that the same could not be performed by the 
Attorney General or: solicitor general, or the 


i: officers of the department of justice, or by the 


' district attorney. And every attorney and 
‘counselor who shall be specially retained 
under the authority of the department of jus- 


', tice to assist in the trial of any case in which 
the Government is interested shall receive a 


commission from the head of said department 
as a special assistant to the Attorney General, 
or to some one of the district attorneys, as the 
nature of the appointment may require, and 


| shall take the oath required by law to be taken 
_ by the district attorney, and shall be subject 
the duty of the Attorney General to make an: 
annual report te Congress, in January each |; 


to all the liabilities imposed upon such officers 
by Jaw. : 

The eighteenth section provides that the 
Attorney Genefal shall from time to time cause 
to be edited aud printed an edition of one thou- 
sand copies at the Government Printing Office 
of such of the opinions of the law officers herein 
iven as he may deem valu- 
able for preservation, in volumes which shall 
be as to the size, quality of paper, printing and 
binding, of uniform style and appearance, as 


| nearly as practicable, with the eighth volume 


of said opinions, published by Robert Farnham 
in the year 1868, which volume shall contain 


| proper head-notes, a co 
' and such foot-notes as 


t 


ee and full index, 
e Attorney General 


may approve. Such volumes shall be distrib- 


! uted in such manner as the Attorney General 


|, may from time to time prescribe. ` 


| 
1 
1 
i 


ted States, or any officer thereof, is a party |! a majority of the House. 


or may be interested. And no fees shall be | 


The nineteenth and last section provides that 
this act shall take effect and be in force from 
and after the 1st day of July, 1870. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour 
expired. 


has 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Before moving that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the special order I wish to ask that 
there be unanimous consent that the Commit-, 
tee of the Whole take a recess from half past 
four to half past seven o'clock: 

The SPEAKER. That can be o 


rdered by 


Mc. INGERSOLL. Before the geatleman 
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from .Ohio makes his motion I desire to make 
suggestion to him with regard to the business 
of the House. As we are to have a night ses- 
sion, I submit that it would facilitate the busi- 
ness of the House and satisfy many of the. 


members to have the House devote its atten- | 
tion to business on the Speaker’ s table, say for f 


one hour, and then go into Committee of the | 
Whole on. the tariff, bill till five o’clock, and || 
take a reċess until half past.seven, 

ihe SO ENCK. I think it will better facili- , 
tate business to. have the tariff bill disposed of.. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I only ask that there. i 
shall be an hour each day devoted to. disposing. 
ole i sorge amount of busigess on the Speaker’ s, 


ee SCHENCK. If that were ‘agreed to it 
would be ver y late in the day before we could 
reach the tariff, 

Mr. INGERSOLL. If the gentleman will 
yield to me I will make. a motion with that 
object.in view. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
purpose. : 

Mr. VAN. WYCK.. I ask unanimous: con- 
sent to introduce a joint resolution for reference | 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DOX. I object. i 
` Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire the attention 
of ‘the House for one minute on this question 
as to the order of business. The gentleman’; 
from Ohio [Mr. ScuencK] wishes the House 
to resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the tariff bill; and I suggest to the House: 
that itis desirable to vote that motion down 
and then go to business on the Speaker’s table 
for on¢ hour.’ I do not propose ‘this simply || 
because I have a bill ov the ‘Speaker's ‘table’ 
which I ‘desire to reach; for I know that that: 
bill wilt not bë réached iti an hour. Butt 
desire that we shall devote ‘one hour to the: 
business on the Speaker’ stable; and I am satis- 
fied that by this course we would greatly advance’ 
the public business. 


I deals to "yield for that, 


tariff bill during the rest of the day. If it ig | 
the sense of the House to adopt the cburse ig 
have suggested it cai be readily accomplished 
by voting down the motion to go {nto Com: | 
mittee of the Whole. : | 

Mr. SCHENCK. I object to further debate. | 


"On the motion that the Committee of the 
Whole take a recess from half past four until | 
half past seven, there were—ayes 93, noes 28. , 

- So the motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr, Gornam, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had | 
concurred in the resolution of the House rela- 
tive to printing the report of R. W. Raymond, 
special commissioner of mining statistics, on 
mines and mining in the States and Territories 
west of the Rocky mountains. 

The message further announced that’. the 
Senate had passed without amendment House 
irae resolution and hills of the, following: 
titles: 

` Joint resolution (H: R. No. 122) donating 
captured cannon for thé purpose of construct- 
ing a monument at West Point, New ‘York; 

‘An act (H. R. No. 779) to redefine à portion. 
of the boundary line between the State. of | | 
Nebraska and the Territory of Dakota; 

‘An act (H. R. No. 1100) for the relief of | 
William A. Scott, late first lieutenant company 
F, fourteenth regiment Illinois volunteers ; 

"An act (H. R. No. 888) for the relief of 
Joseph Harmon ; and 

An act (E R, No.. 887) for -the relief of 
Harriét R. Clinton, .. — 

. The message. further announced ‘that the 
Senate had passed House joint resolutions and 
bill of the following titles, with amendments, 
in which the concurrerige of the. House was 


| the State of Nevada,”’ 


After that we could go‘! 
into Committee of the Whole and work on the’! 


requested : 
Joint resolution (H. RÀN. 144) to enable 
the Court of Claims to heat\and determine the 


\ 


4 
is 


claim of E. Dickelman, œ subject of the ag 
of Prussia ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 156) author:. 
izing the sale of certain land at Springfield, 
Massachusetts, and ip other purposes ; and 

Aa act (H. R. No. 840). amendatory , of - | 
the organic law of Colorado Territory, and for ! 
other purposes, =... 

‘The message also ainoanoed that the ‘Bene 
ate had passed joint resolations and bills of 
| the following titles, in which the concurrence: 
of the House was requested : ` 

: Joint: resolution (S. R. No. 90) for the ; 
! relief: of certain officers of volunteers; °° mH 

-Joint resolution. (8. R. No. 72). ‘providing: 
for the repair of the melosure ‘of the cemetery 
at Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia; `- 

An-act (B: No. 613) to: regulate the foreign 
and coasting trade on the northern, northeast- 
ern, and northwestern frontiers:‘of the United: 
| States, and for other purposes; - ‘| 

An act (S. No. 825) amendatory of an act 
entitled ‘‘An act to farther: provide for giving 
effect to the various grants of ‘public lands to 
approved June 8, 1868; 
An act (S.:No. 79) to further define. the: 


i nature and extent of the duties and powers of © 
` || the coroner of the District of Columbia, and ` 
|| prescribing his fees and the manner of collect- il; 
i ing the same; 


- An aet (S. No. 505) amendatory of the chár- ' 
ter of the Mutual Fire. Insurance Company of 
the Distriot of Columbia; : 

An act (S. No. 339) giving priority to eertains!: 
cases. to which a State is a party in the courts. 
of the United States; = 

An act (S: -No.: 525):to enable George: D. 
Roberts, of Alameda: county, California, to 
import: certain machinery free of duty ; 

An/act (8. No. 520}'to amend an act enti- ' 
tled ‘‘An act to remove the charge of deser- | 


tion from certain soldiers of the seeond North ` be suspended, and the 


„polna mounted infantry,” ‘Sprreved March’ 
26, 1869; 
ae act (8. No. 210) relating to judgments. 
in justices’ courts ‘in the: ‘District of: ‘Columbia, 
and for other purposes; |: 

: Aniact (8. No. 140) to renew certain grante: 
of land to the State of Alabama; | 

An act (S; No. 582) for the relief of George | 
W. Tarleton; ~ 

An act (S. No. 846) for the relief of. Mary | 
A. Coolidge; 

- An-aet (S. No. 559) for the relief of Solo- 
mon E. Bowles; 

An act (8. No. 552): for the rolief of Captain 
John A. Wilcox; 

An act (S. No. 624) ‘granting a pension to 
William H. er i 

‘An act (S. No. 625) raong a nsion 
Aom 5. kees” ) z ae 

n act (S. No.. 626 ting e ension 

Sarah E. ‘Stubbe;. am a = 

-An act (S. No. 627) geniting a pension 
Abel 5. Chase; sa 

An act (S. No. 628) granticig a pension 
Clark Hall; and 

-Ån ‘act (B: No. 629) granting’ a pension 
Joseph Fiedler.” 

ORDER oF BUSINESS: 


The SPEAKER. The Chair asks unanimous 
consent to lay before the House. a lettep.fronm 
the Secretary of the Interior, in answer .to a 
resolution of the House. of March 20, 1870, in 
relation to the efforts that have been made "by, 
the Government to educate and. civilize the 
Indian tribes. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Galas the Speaker! has 


| information that these exeeutive-communica- | 


tions which he proposes to. lay before tbe. 
House relate to some matters of special publi¢ 


importance,with greatdeference tothe Speak ery | 


I must object. ..: 
The SPEAKER. | It is to be presumed that 
they are be tor publici importance; or they would || 


not beh iI 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I donot wish toantag- 
onize the Speaker... j 


| 


i 


The SPEAKER, The gentleman has a per- 
fect right to object. 
“Mr. INGERSOLL. I object. The House 
can at any time go to business on the Speaker's 
oe asked 
LBAVE OF ABSENCE. 


“Leave of absence was granted to Mr, Jutzay 


'| for ten days, he being detained i in New York 


by sickness. 

‘Mr. LOUGHRIDGE obtained leave of ab- 
sence for one week, commencing to-morrow. 

“Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, ob- 
tained leave of dbsence for ten days on account 
of sickness in his family. 

Mr.: GIBSON obtained leave of absence 
until Friday next. 

Mr. STOKES obtained leave of absence for 
one day. - 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Bar- 
NUM for ten days from the 27th instant. 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 
“The SPEAKER announced that he had 
appointed Mr. SCHENCK, Mr. Dawes, and Mr. 
Voord#EEs conferees on the part of the House 


~an the disagreeing yotes of the two Houses on 


tha amendment of the Senate, disagreed to PY 
the House, to the joint. resolution (H. R. N 
120) declaratory of the meaning and satenlion 
of. the law relating ta income. tax. 
TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move that when ic 
i House shall. again resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of ‘the Whole on the state of the Union for 
the consideratian of the special order all de- 
bate on the pending paragraph i in ‘relation to 
l par iron’ be closed in fifteen minutes after the 


; consideration of the same Shall have been 
i: again resumed. 


The tiotion was agreed’ to., 


Mr, SCHENCK. I now move that the rules 
House resqlv¢ itself into 
Committee | of the Whole vee the ney 
order, `. 

“The motion was. reed to. 

The House. accordingly resolved ‘sel int 
Committee. of the Whole on the state of the 
: Union, (Mr, WHEgLER in the chair,) and, re- 

sumed, the gonsidgration of the special order, 

i being the bill (H. i. ‘No. 1068) fo, amend exist- 
ing Jaws relating to the duty on. imports, and 
for other purposes.. 


The C AIRMAN. When the committee 


| was Jast in session it had under consideration 
| the following paragraph of the bill: . ; 


Qn iron bars, rolled or hammered, (comprising flat 


‘| bars,) not less than oneand a half nor more than four 


inches wide, nor less than half an ance aOr mor ethan 
two inẹęhgs thiek, I cent per poung, 


The gentleman fram New Yorle{ Mri. Brooxs} 
moved to strike’ out: ‘1. cent per pound” and 
insertin lien thereof the words: “‘ $18-per ton.” 
The gentleman from. Ohio [Mri GenrEnaon 


: moved to strike out “$18! and insert ‘$16 50.” 
| Upon this paragraph and amendments thereto 
‘| all debate will close, by order of the House, i in 


fifteen minutes. . : 

Mr. STEVENSON. | withdraw the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

- The . question: recurred- on Mr. 
amendment. 3 

Mr. ALLISON. Jorreto amend ikèamend- 
ment by striking out “$18” and inserting 
“$18 -50."" 

- Mr. SCHENCK. DS thought there was an 
amendment to. the amendment pending. 

‘The CHAIRMAN, It has been Sibirin: 

.Mr. SCHENCK. - L- -object :hereaftes to the 
withdrawal of any amendment. a want to vote 
on everything offered to-day. 

Mr. ALLISON. I offer thie ‘gmendment 
for the purpose.of calling attention for a mo- 
ment to this paragraph... It was stated yester- 


Broos’ 3 


| day by the gentleman from: Pennsylvania [Mr. 


KELLEY) that inasmuch as we had fixed the 
duty on slabs, blooms, loops, &c., at $18 a 
ton, we should increase the daty upon bar 
iron, I want to call the attention of the 
committee tothe fact that slabs and blooms 
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are in the existing law fixed at the same rate 
as this class of bar iron, and they are fixed at 
the same rate because they are substantially | 
the same thing. I understand that no slabsor 
blooms are imported into this country, with 
the exception, perhaps, of a few classes of 
Swedish iron that are imported in the form of 
blooms as a matter of convenience. But the 
object of putting blooms and slabs at the same 
rate of duty as bar iron is really to prevent the 
importation of slabs and blooms, so that what- 
ever iron is imported shall come in in the form 
of bar iron. Now, having fixed the duty on 
pig iron at $5 per ton, it seems to me perfectly 
clear thatthe manufactarers of bar iron can 
stand a reduction of the duty upon this article. 
The proposition of the gentleman from New 
York {Mr. Brooxs] proposes a reduction of 
only $4 40 per ton, or 20 per cent. upon the 
existingrate, and that is nearly 20 per cent: 
less than the reduction which we have already 
made in the duty upon pig iron. 

I therefore have moved to make the daty 
$18 50 per ton, or an increase of 50 cents 
per ton upon the proposition of the gentle- 
man trom New York. I give notice that if my 
amendment is voted down [ shall support the 
proposition of the gentleman from New York 
of $18 per ton, because I believe this elass of 
iron can afford the reduction proposed by him | 
without detriment to any interest in this coun- 
try, especially so when we have in this bill | 
changed the classification of iron by bringing | 
within the next paragraph a class of iron that | 
is included in this paragraph in the present 
law; a class of iron, too, that is most com- 
monly used in every portion of the country. 
You cannot go into a blacksmith’s shop, or into 
a machine shop, or any other shop ia the coun- 
try working iron and not find the very kind of 
iron that we now have under consideration. 
It therefore affects every interest that works 
in iron, every man that consumes iron, whethet 
in the form of a plow, an anvil, a hammer, or 
a wagon. And in the interest of consumers, | 
without detriment to the mannfacturing inter- 
ests in this country, I assume here now that we 
should make at least the reduction proposed 
by the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It seemsto me that I have 
heard something like that, about the plow and 
the anvil and the hammer, about this House 
before. Now, it so happens that those’ of us 
who oppose the views of the gentleman from 
Towa (Mr. ALLISON] believe that we are just 
as much in favor of the plow and hammer and 
anvil as he is; so that if he is agreed, Fam, | 
that all of that shall go for what it is, sound: “ 
ing brass and tinkling cymbals. It hás practi- 
cally nothing whatever to do with the question 
before the committee. Everybody professes 
to be particularly friendly to the people, and 
especially that class of people who make up 
the great mass and have the most votes. 

Now, suppose we talk a little abeut this par- 
agraph. ‘The present ad valorem duty is 44} 
per cent., in spite of the gentleman from New 

ork [Mr. Cox] to the contrary, and it is | 
that which the gentleman proposes to reduce. | 
Now, those gentlemen are exceedingly ingen: ' 
ious who fight inch by inch every one ofthe lines | 
and paragraphs of this bill. The other day we | 
had up the subject of iron in slabs, blooms, and | 
loops, &c. It was remarked that they were | 
charged with the samerate of duty as the lowest | 
class of bar iron. Some gentleman gets up and 
moves to reduce the duty to $18 perton. Why? 
tt Because,” he says, ‘although it is now 
classed with the lowest rate imposed upon bar 
iron, yet, inasmuch as it is less finished than | 
bar iron and more finished than cast iron, you ‘| 
must reduce the high rate.” And now the gen: | 
tleman sings exactly the other song, that as | 
it is exactly the same as bar iron therefore bar | 
iron must be reduced toit. One day they blow | 
hot in order to effect their purpose, and they |; 
next day blow cold to effect another purpose. | 
One day they move to reduce the duty in |! 
order to bring it down to bar iron; the next ; 


' amended by the adoption of the amendment 
there were—ayes 42, noes 68; no quorum 
| Mr. Brooxs of New York, were appointed. . 


‘| ported—ayes 68, noes 69. 
So the amendment, as amended, was hot | 


| ment by striking out ‘‘ $20” 
| lieu thereof ‘* $19.” 


4 graph to fifteen minutes. 


day they way that it is the same as bar fron, 
and therefore bar iron must: be brought down 
to it. I do not desire to repeat the argament 


© used yesterday in order to show that we have 


preserved the classification of the existing 


tariff, with the only difference that we have | 


put the daty of 1} cents per pound down to 
1} cents per pound. 

I will now yield the remainder of my time 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. | 
Annstrone. } 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Inreply totheremarks 
of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. ALLtson] I | 
desire to call the attention of theHouse to the 
fact that according tothe report of the Secretary | 
of the Treasury there was during the year 1869 | 
an importation of 350,541,370 pounds of pig 
iron, at a valuation of $2,517,160, making 
156,402 tons, at an average price of $16 90. | 
Now, sir, adding the freight, insurance, and 
every item of expense, we have $22 90 as the | 


The CHAIRMAN. The House ordered that 
debate should close in fifteen minutes after 
going into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BECK. But only ten minutes have 
actually been occupied in debate. 

On agreeing to the amendment of Mr. Hor- 
MAN there were—ayes 68, noes 72. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. HOLMAN and 
Mr. Maynarp were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 


. ported—ayes 68, noes 71. 


cost of English pig iron laid down by the for- |: 


eign manufacturer at the port of New York. 
T hold in my hand the memorial of thirty-seven 
of the largest pig-iron manafacturers in Penns 
aylvania, who certify to this House that pig iron 
cannot be produced in Pennsylvania for less 
than $29 63 per ton, and that the average cost 


of its production is not less than $80 per ton. |: 


Now, under this showing it requires a duty of | 
more than $7 per ton to put the pig iron of 
Pennsylvania upon a par with foreign iron 
when laid down at our American ports. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I wish to 
ask the gentleman a question. Does he not 
compute the cost of the English iron at gold 
rates, and the cost of American iron at cur 
rency rates? 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. No, sir; I make al- | 


lowance for the difference. Nothing short of | 
$7 a ton will put the American producer upon 
a par with the foreign producer; yet the gen- 
tleman from Iowa talks about a duty of $5 per 
ton. i 

[Here the hammer fell. ] : l 

‘The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 
The first question is upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. ALLISON, ] to 
strike out in the pending paragraph ‘‘ $18” 
and insert in lieu thereof ‘‘ $18 50.” 

On agreeing to the amendment there were— 


“ayes 57, noes 43; no quorum voting. _ 
Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. ALLISON and | Bs 

: proposition. - 
The committee divided; and the tellers: Mr. MAYNARD. The effect of the two 


| geported—ayes seventy-one, noes not counted, ; 


Mr. BLAIR were appointed. 


So the amendment to the amendment was | 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on agreting to the 
amendment of Mr. Brooxs, of New York, as | 


of Mr. ALLISON. 
On agreeing to the amendment, as amended, 


voting. 
Tellers were ordered? and Mr. Neciey, and 


The committee divided; and the tellers re- 


agreed to. 
Mr. WILSON, of Mintiesota. I move to | 
amend'by striking ont “1 cent per pound’’ in | 
the pending paragraph and inserting in lieu 
thereof ‘$20 per ton.” 
Mr. HOLMAN. I moveto amend theamend- | 


Mr. BECK. I riseto a parliamentary inquiry. 
T believe the Honse limited debate on this para- 


he CHAIRMAN. And that time has long | 
since expired. ae | 
Mr. BECK. ls not the Chairman under 4 | 


| misapprehension? Five minutes were occupied i 


by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Autison] 
and five minutes by the chairman of the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means; and there debate 


ended. Do not five minutes remain for debate? |! 


and inserting in 


i iron bars, rolled or hammered, more 


So Mr. Hotman’s amendment to the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the amendment 
of Mr. Wivson, of Minnesota, 

Mr. HAY moved to amend the amendment 
by striking ont ‘' $20,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof ‘$19 50.” 

On agreeing to the amendment to the amend- 
ment there were—ayes 56, noes 65. 

Mr. BECK. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. n 

The committee divided; and thc tellers re- 
ported—ayes 65, noes 69. 

So Mr. Hay’s amendment to the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

The question being taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Wrtsoyn, of Minnesota, there were— 
ayes 71, noes 66. 

Mr. KELLEY, I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 75, noes 60. l 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BORCHARD. I move the following 
amendment designed to restore the classifica- 
tion of the existing law : 


Strike out all of the pending paragraph after the 
word ‘‘on,” in line three hundred and twenty-nine, 


‘| and insert in lieu thercof the following: 


Bar iron, rolled or hammered, comprising flat 
bars not lesa than one inch or more than six inches 
wide, nor less than three eighths of an inch or more 
than two inches thick, $20 per ton. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I risetoa point of order, 
that this is the same amendment which was 
offered by the gentleman. from Iowa, [Mr. 
ALLISON, ] and voted down. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The difference is that 
the amendment of the gentleman. from Iowa 
did not fix the rate per ton as does this amend- 
ment. In the opinion of the Chair the vari- 
ation is such that this may be considered a new 


propositions is precisely-the same. There isa 
change in the form, not in the sabstance. =" 
Mr. BURCHARD. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Iowa, according to my.recol- 
lection, was to strike out “‘ one half” and: in- 
sert ‘three eighths.’’ I modified my amend- 
ment so as to make them all of one class. 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘That isthe recollection 
of the Chair. - he o te 
Mr. BURCHARD. This is'a different prop- 
osition. . . E 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair regards it as 
a different proposition. The gentleman from 


|| Tennessee is aware that but a very slight dif- 


ference brings the amendment within the rale. 
The committee divided; and there were 
ayes 37, noes 81. `: : = 
Mr: BURCHARD demanded tellers. 
Tellers were not ordered. a eee 
So the amendment was rejected. = > ” 
_The question next recurred on the motion 
of Mr, Brooks, of New York, to strike out 
the paragraph. at 
-The committee’ divided ; and’ there were 
ayes 27, nots 82. a 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 
i The Clérk read the next paragraph, as fol- 
ows: ae ue 
On iron bars, rolled or hammered, comprising flat 
barsless than one and a half inches, órmore than four 
inches wide, and less than one half of an inch, and 


not less than three eightha pf an inch thick; and on 
than two inches 


thick, 1} cents per pound. ; 
Mr. COX. I move to add at the end of the 
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ragraph in line three handred and thirty- 
eight the following proviso : 
Provided, No more duty shall be imposed upon 
this class than 35 per cent. ad valorem. > - 
In making this amendment, Mr. Chairman, 
I recur to a statement made yesterday by the 
chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means 


l 


i 
' 


to the effect that I had. made an error in the 
calculation on bar iron under the preceding - 
clause. If he had observed a little more closely . 
he would have found my error consisted in put- | 


ting bar iron (which pays a specific duty of 1 


cent per pound) at 463, when he says it is only !: 
He | 


44}. his is under the previous clause. 
obtains his information from the report of the 


| 
| 
| 


Secretary of the Treasury, while I get my fig- ;, 


ures from invoices. 


I refer to my friend from Connecticut, [Mr. 
Barnum ]—that I am as near right on this kind 
of bar iron as the gentleman from Qhio. 


Mr. STEVENSON. Then you are both | 


wrong, I suppose. ot 

Mr. COX. It depends a good deal on in- 
voices. I am willing to. say the gentleman is 
right; but still my argument will stand. Now, 
as to bar iron, under this paragraph. Under 
the present tariff this bar iron is, I think, taxed 
1} cents per pound. 
for I have the tariff before me., This bar iron, 
paying a specific duty of 1} cents per pound, 
cost for the year 1868, in the market whence 
imported, $227,603. That was for the import- 
ation of that year. Iam still on my old hobby, 
and base my argument on the invoices, and 
from them I derive my stateménts, Taking 
exchange at 21 per- çent., and counting in the 


pemien on gold, would amount to $47,846. | 
uty 67 per cent. ad valorem in gold, 75 per | 
I make | 


cent. in paper, would be $170,884. 
the duty 67 per.cent. ad valorem; but I think 
the gentleman yesterday made it 663. No 
matter. I differ from him, therefore, only one 
quarter of a cent, a difference in a debate of 
this sort not at all appreciable. : Now, take 
the cost of importation at 20 per cent., and 
we bave $45,420. Add importer’s profits—10 
per cent., $49,185—and we have the. total of 
$541,738. Deduct cost in the market from 
whence imported, $227,603, and we have as the 
cost of importation, including exchangea, &c., 
$314,185, or 188 per tent. on the original cost. 
_ Gentlemen seem to-think I have béen arga. 
ing on. the ad valorem fixed. in our, present 
tariff. I bring the; artigle hore to the con- 


sumer, to show.what it costs him. I show what | 


it. costs the people. I. think we gain some- 
thing when the people understand what it costs 
them. I could. best illustrate it by an invoiee, 
-but I have no invoice of importations before me. 
But if gentlemen will look into their desks and 
examine the invoiges from tbeir own districts 
on any Importation of iron or otherwige, and 
-add up all the various charges, dud then, add 
the premium on gold, they will very soon find 
-what it costs the people when the article.from 
abroad comes into eompetition with the home 
-manufacture. All these high. protective duties 
proceed on the idea that it is a great mis: 
fortune to get cheap iron into this country. 
The further we get into this bill and the more 
we cut down this tariff on iron, the cheaper we 
‚make iron; and the cheaper we make it the 
‘more tears are shed by gentlemen on.one side 
of the House. In other words, the cheaper 
_you buy an. ax or a plow the poorer we are 
getting. Bringiniron for almost nothing, and 
we are ruined |. As we progress in these amend- 
ments my commiseration for the country grows. 
he farmers of my native West, how sid is 
their fate! Pig is falling and so is bar! Me- 
chanics of the East, you are also saddened ; 
for you may by one day’s wages purchase what 
-in other land“ it costs threeto make! You are 
‘on the way to ruin. Stop your commerce; do 
.not.get gp near Europe or Asia. i 


Indeed, I am sure it is, | 


I suppose there may be , 
some little mistake; but l am informed by a} 
gentleman who is an expert in this iron busi- | 
ness, and who hasas much information about it : 
as the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuznck ]— | 


: consideration and that kind o 
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Seriously, I believe it will be for the interest 
of the people of this country to get iron as cheap 
as possible. I believe that if cheap iron could 
be brought into this country, which had cost 
next to nothing in the making of it, we would 
gain instead of losing by it. I think it is no 


| harm, but much to our advantage, that by | 
means of greater facilities of transportation we 


are drawn nearer to Europe and its cheap labor, 


and nearer to Asia and its cheaper labor. | 


When we place impediments in the way of 


commerce we do just the same thing as if we || 


were to proceed to tear up our railroads, stop 
our transportation, and kill commerce. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. SCHENCK. Now that is what I calla ` 


fair argument. The:gentleman stands up so 
squarely that he exposes himself and cau be 
easily knocked down... 


from the districts in which we are concerned, 


In the first place wedo . 
not take our figures from invoices selected ; 


My district does not happen to have anything | 
to do with these manufactures, in any shape ` 


whatever. 
question. 


proceeded is the only report containing full 
returns -for an entire year which we yet.have, 
that for 1869 notyet being furnished. And what 
did I say-here, speaking of the paragraph under 

Phar iron which 


That, however, is an individual © 
Instead ofinvoices Itake the official 
reports, and the document on which I have | 


we had in question yesterday? I said thatthe | 


returns from the Treasury showed that the 


specific duty reduced to an ad valorem duty is © 


equivalent to 44} per cent.; and this duty is 


not put upon orbi charges, and various `| 
? 


things of that kind, but simply on what the 


invoices or manifests showed to-be the gold i 


price at the port where the dutyis paid. ‘he 
gentleman says that yesterday he stated that 
the duty was equivalent to an ad valorem rate 
of 46} per cent. and that there was not much 
difference between us after all. . Let us see 
what the gentleman said yesterday. 
is reported to have gaid: ooi 

`“ The. existing classification is all changed, and 
changed in such a way that hardly any one can com- 
prehend the classification as it now stands. But one 
thing 1: know’’— Beet CR 

` -Márk the gentleman’s knowledge! 

“thatif we strike out thesé various paragraphs, as the 
gentleman from the Philadelphia district (Mr. KEL- 


LEY] would like us to do, leaving the present Jaw in | 


operation as regards the articles embraced by these 
paragraphs, there would be, according to my mode 
of computation’’— 


‘-That‘is very well put-in— os 
“a large percentage of duty running up to over 100 
per cent. on these various kinds of.iron. All those 
classes Of iron known as bars, squares, flats, rounds, 


half-roynds, hoop, scrap, scroll, sheet, &c., were | 
! taxed under the tariff of 1861 at an average rate of 
| 78 cents. per:100. pounds. This rate was rnised by 


the tayiff of .1862.to 89 conts; by the «ct of 1864. it 
stood at 89 cents; and by subsequent legislation it 
was increased to an average of $1 23 per 100 pounds. 
I have only to say thatthe present bill, if I unger- 
stand it rightly, proposesto raise the average of these 


rates to-about $1 50 per 100 pounds,” ee 
The. gentleman then; says yesterday, if you 
strike out this paragraph, which he admits 
that the high tariff.men wanted to do, but 
which the Committee of Ways and Means did 
not want to do, because we were lawering the 
rate, you would go back to the present law, 
and by his computation: that would give over 
100: per cent. ad valorem. Now, I am. glad 
the gentleman has dropped from 100 to 46} 
this morning; and he has now but a little way 
to come.to reach the position whieh} occupy, 
and on which I place myself, relying on the 
authority of the Treasury reports. - ; A 
Mr. COX. The gentleman does not. giv 


| me justice. He should read more of my 


speech. That is not the whole of it. | 
. Mr. SCHENCK, . The ad valorem duty re- 
duced from the specific may amonnt to a little 
more for the year 1869; but itis 444} per cent., 
according to. the Treasury reports for. 1868. 
We have not yet got the full returns for 1869 
collated in this manner. `. Ae 
Mr, COX. The gentleman ought to under- 


| stand that in that speech yesterday I stated 


Mr. Cox | 


correctly that as regarded the tariff the duty 
was 464 per cent. But when | spoke of the 
amount added to the price of the iron brought 
into this country I stated that adding up all the 
charges it was increased over 100 per cent, 
The gentleman will see that at the end of my 
speech I. made a computation as to this matter 
and put it at 46} per cent. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ido not understand the 
gentleman yet. The higher you put the price 
of the iron, then the duty remaining the same, 
the percentage on. that high-priced iron must 
be less. That would be my arithmetic. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. I move to strike out in the last 
line ‘*1} cents per pound ”’ and insert ‘$22 40 
, perton.’? That will conform to theamendment 
. already adopted to the other paragraph, putting 
that at $20 a ton, and will make it 1 cent per 
pound on this classification of bar or hain- 
' mered iron. I cannot conceive why it is that 
they are so classified. They are so classified 
that the duty is raised on some and reduced on 
others, but in the general classitication, in my 
judgment, it is an increase in the tariff on iron 
of this quality and this character. If we so 
: classify it by putting all bar and hammered 
` iron at 1 cent a pound there will be no increase 

then on any. classification, but we will bring it 
to the standard which has-been fixed of 1 cent 
' per pound, which would be $22 40 per ton. 

‘hat is all [ desire to say in reference to it, and 
that is the reason for the amendment. I desire 
that in any. classification of this quality of iron 
i the House shall not be drawn into an increase 
of the tariff. on any of these articles beyond 


', that which it is at present. 


Mr, SCHENCK. JI call the attention of the 
gentleman to the fact-that most of the iron 
embraced in this paragraph is now at 14 cents 
| per pound, which. is $33 60 per ton. The 
Committee of. Ways and Means propose to 
reduce it to $28 per ton, that is I1} cents per 
' pound.. The gentleman’s amendment would 
put it down to $22 40 per ton, which is taking 
away one third of the whole duty.. | 
. Mr. LOGAN. Some of that embraced in 
this classification is raised, however, and my 
object is to prevent that. : 

Mr. MAYNARD. Let me explain why the 
classification has been changed. | o 

Mr. LOGAN. The gentleman might make 

an explanation satisfactory to himself, but I 
| am so hard to be satisfied with reference to: 
i that he need not be troubled so far as I am 
| concerned. in ee 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman allow 
me to give the explanation that operated upon 
the committee? .: ... nal ean 
_ Mr. LOGAN., Í donot think the geutleman 
| could explain what aperated upon the commit- 
tee; for | find diversified action on the part of 
memberg of the. committee, some voting, to 
strike out what. they have themselves done, aud 
some voting to keep itin. It would be an,im- 
possibility to. explain what operated upon them, 
and I liape the gentleman. will not even take 
the trouble to try. I think the best way to 
get ont of the. difficulty.is for the committee 
to join me in this proposition, and make it 
$22 40a ton. I will not. trouble the, gentle- 


man for any explanation: - | ee 
_ Mr. BECK, «1 rise to: oppose the amend: 
ment for the purpose of offering another here- 
after to; make, it lower, and 1 doit for this 
reason.. The chairman.of the Committee of 
Ways and. Means announced that. we were 
blowing hot and cold by. sometimes claiming 
that.a certain class ef iron of less value. ought 
to.be lower.than athers, and then claiming 
that others .ought to, come down as being of 
no more value... That is not the reason why -I 
want this reduction, , The Committee of Ways 
and, Means have seen fit fo divide thig article 
of bar iron into;three paragraphs; the first 
being iron in slabs, blooms, &c.; then bars, 
rolled or hammered, not less than one and a 
half nor more than four inches wide, nor less 
| tban half an inch nor more -than two inches 
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thick; and then iron bars, comprising flat bars 
not less than one and a half inches nor more 
than four inches wide and less than half of an 
inch and not less than three eighths of an inch 
thick. Under the law, as it now stands, all 
bar iron, rolled or hammered, not less than 
one inch wide nor less than three eighths of 


I 
H 
| teous himself that of course I cannot refuse 
- anything he asks. 


an inch thick is subject to the duty of 1 cent . ; ; ‘ 
- the House whether there is not imported into «. 


per pound. Now, by the ways and means the 


committee have pdople they have devised , 


means of increasing the tariff on all that class 
of iron which comes within the description of 


being between one inch and one and a half ` 
inches wide, and between three eighths of an. 
inch and half an inch thick, a quarter of acent | 


per pound, 

Mr. LOGAN. The articles they have re- 
duced the duty on are articles that are brought 
in in very small quantities; while the duties 


are increased on those articles of which much | 


more are imported. 

Mr. BECK. 
it, and that was the object of it. When you 
compare the three paragraphs here with the 
present law it will be found that there is an 
aggregate increase of 25 per cent. When I 
said the other day that such was the case not 
amemberof the Committee of Ways and Means 
on that side would admit that fact. Now the 
argument is coming, just as I said it would, 
that they raise the duty on the most valuable 
kinds of iron and reduce it on the kinds not 
so valuable. They have struck out the class 
that came in heretofore at 1 cent per pound 
and made it subject to a duty of 1} cents per 
pound, for the purpose of increasing the tariff 
over what it is now; and that embraces the 
most valuable class of iron, and of which the 
largest amount is imported. Read the present 
law and then read the three paragraphs re- 
ported in this bill from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and vou will find that theré is an 
increase of one quarter of a cent per pound in 
the duty upon the most valuable class of bar 
iron, and that class of which the most is used, 
as the amount of tariff received on the different 
classes shows. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire simply to call 
the attention of the gentleman from Illinois 
pir Locax] and of the Committee of the 
Whole to what is the principal difference in 
the change of classification. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I would inquire 
of the Chair to what amendment the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] is 
speaking? _. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] is to add 
a proviso to the pending paragraph. The 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Logan] moves 
to strike out certain words of the paragraph. 
An amendment to the portion proposed to be 
stricken out is in order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Then I will move to 
make the duty 14 cents per pound instead of 


$22 40 per ton, as the gentleman from Illinois | 


[Mr. Locan] proposes. The principal differ- 
ence in classification between this bill and the 
present law will be found in the width of the flat 
bars. In the present law six inches wide is the 
dividing point; in this bill it is fourinches wide. 
Now, I need not say to one so well acquainted 
with the subject of working iron as is my friend 
from Illinois [Mr. Loca] that by working 
iron in bars six inches in width you develop a 
great many defects in the metal that are not 
discovered in narrower iron. The wider you 


make it and the finer you make it the more ‘ 


defects you develop in the metal, and of course 
the greater waste and loss. The object of the 
division is to make a discrimination between 
that class of iron and that which requires the 
less labor and which is attended with less waste 


and loss of material. The principal difference, | 


as I have already remarked—and I call the 
attention of the gentleman from Kentucky 


of, as ‘the law vow is, six inches. 


Mr. LOGAN.. Inasmuch as it is for my ben- 
efit that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Marnarp] is talking, I would like to ask him 
to explain one thing for me. 


Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman is só cour- 


Mr. LOGAN. Will the gentleman state to 


this country a greater proportion of the class- 


; ification of iron upon which the tariff is raised 
' than ofthe class upon which the tariffis reduced? . 


Mr. MAYNARD. My recollection is that 
there is not one half the amount. 
Mr. LOGAN. What? f 


Mr. MAYNARD. That there is not one |, 
‘ half the amount; that is my recollection. 


Mr. LOGAN. . I merely wanted to know 
what the opinion of the gentleman was, and I 
have it. And I must say to him that it is 


| entirely unsatisfactory. 


t 


No doubt that is the effect of | 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
t 


i that the gentleman from 


Mr. MAYNARD. The question propounded | 
© bythe gentleman, as I understand it, is whether | 
there is not more iron imported of the sizes | 


upon which itis here proposed to raise the duty 
from 1 cent per pound to 1} cents per pound 


than of the sizes the duty upon which it is pro- | 


posed to reduce from 1} cents per pound to 1} 
cents per pound. My answer is that according 
to my recollection there is more than twice as 
much imported of that which is reduced as of 
that which is raised. And my associate on the 
Committee of Ways and Means, the gentleman 
from Massachasetts, [Mr. Hoorer,] himself 
an importer, tells me that I am entirely correct 
in my recollection. , 

Mr. LOGAN. Does the gentleman say that 
his informant is an importer of iron? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I understand so. 


Mr. LOGAN. I would like to be satisfied | 
If the gentleman from Massa- |, 


on that point. 
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gave me a little more. I 


‘hunted up some other authorities, some which 


the committee ought to have had. 

_ Mr. BLAIR. Mr. Chairman, I shall not 
indulge at all in any personal suggestions upon 
this subject, though if it were necessary it 


‘would be very easy to say, and I think the 


‘ Committee of the Whole would sustain. the 


statement, that the gentlemen who are so very 
anxious about the clauses of this bill are not 
attempting to perfect the bill, but to destroy it. 
Everybody here knows that well enough. 

Mr. LOGAN. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will call his attention to the fact that a 
member of the committee proposed awhile 
ago to strike out one of the committee’s own 
paragraphs. 

Mr. BLAIR. That was after the paragraph 


| had been amended in such a way that some of 
|| us thought it was not so good as the provis- 
' ion of the present law. The gentleman is very 


uncandid when he says that we moved to atrike 
out our own section. Prior to the motion to 
strike out the paragraph had been materially 
changed by amendments. As I have remarked, 


: I would prefer the provision of the existing 


: by the Committee of the Whole. 


chusetts [Mr. Hooper] is an importer of iron |, 


I would accept his opinion. 
{Here the hammer fell.} 
Mr. BLAIR. 


law to the paragraph of this bill as afended 
l ( So far as I 
am concerned I believe it to be true that the 
Committee of Ways. and Means has endeav- 
ored to deal with the House in entire fairness, 


| and that when it proposed this change it did 


so under the supposition that there was a con- 
siderable reduction in the duties upon bar iron, 
and gentlemen have not shown the contrary. 
This is the fact, as the evidence before us 
shows and as an examination by any intel- 
ligent man will prove. 

Here the hammer fell. ] M 
‘he CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw my amend- 

ment to the amendment. | 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 


I move to 


' amend the amendment by striking out ‘40 


Mr. Chairman, I desire to say ` cents 


a single word with reference to what seems to ` 


me the rather unfair treatment of this question. 


- The gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. Beck] and , 


the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Logan] have |: 
said that there had been a change in both the ; 


classification and the rates of duty with the | 


view of raising the tariff. As I understand, © 
they intend to charge the committee with an ‘ 


attempt to Honos upon the House. 
Mr. LOGAN. o, Mr. Chairman; if the 
gentleman will allow me 


” 


nts. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a point of order. 
As I understand, the gentleman from New 
York moved to add a proviso to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. He did. 

Mr. SCHENCK. And upon that no vote 
has as yet been taken. I am of the opinion 
that the motion of the gentleman from Illinois 
was not then in order, because it was not per- 
fecting a paragraph proposed to be stricken 
out, but perfecting a paragraph to which it 


: {proposes to append something else. 


Mr. BLAIR. I suppose we shall have to | 
| gentleman from Illinois to move to strike out 


allow the gentleman to do almost anything. 

Mr. LOGAN, There's no necessity for that. 
Twill say to the gentleman that nobody charges 
the committee with attempting to impose upon 
the House. I never thought of such a thing. 
If I were to make any charge at all I would 
charge thatthe committee themselves had been 
imposed upon. I know that they are not capa- 
ble of imposing upon the House. ~ 

Mr. BLAIR. ‘The committee have no par- 


ticular pride about this matter; but it is cer- | 
tainly true that they have given this subject ‘ 


some little consideration, and I venture to say 
‘Tlinois has not given 
itmuch. I venture to say further that the state- 
ment he has made that the class of iron on 
which this paragraph proposes a small increase 
of duty is much greater than the class on 
which the duty is reduced is wholly without 
foundation. 


Mr. LOGAN. If the gentleman will allow ` 


me I will state my authority. The statement - 


which I made came first from a member of the 


: Committee of Ways and Means, and was made 


` not disputed at the time. 


publicly in a speech on this floor; and it was 
s If gentlemen of the 
committee give us improper information they 


' ought not to complain when we cite their state- 
) atle € `. ments. ; i 

[Mr. Beck] to that—is in the width of the flat © 
bars, making the distinction four inches instead | 
al 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. Is that 
all the authority the gentleman had ? 
Mr. LOGAN. No, sir; it is not all. My 


The CHAIRMAN. It is im order for the 


i the whole or any portion of the paragraph ; 
‘but before the question can be taken on that 
‘motion amendments for the perfection of the 
paregeiph must be disposed of. 

r 


CHENCK. What becomes in the 
mean time of the motion to amend the para- 


graph ? , 

The CHAIRMAN. The vote must be first 
taken on amendments perfecting the para- 
graphs hefore the vote can be taken on the 
motion to strike out. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York is not to strike out 


| anything, but to add a proviso to this para- 


graph. 
, The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
| New York [Mr. Brooxs] is entitled to the 


floor. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, the Committee of Ways and Means 
disagree as to the effect of this provision in this 


: new tariff reported. by them to the House. 


. Why do they disagree? With all due respect 
` to the Committee of Ways and Means, I will 


' say that we did not know much about it. 


We 
did not know’as much about it as others who 


- are experts in reference to iron manufacture 


and the importation of iron. We therefore 


-resorted to various sources for information. 


Now, if I know anything in the world, and if 
I am fortified in anything by the best authority 


8000 
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in the world, Iam authotized it ‘saying this 
roposition of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in this paragraph isan increase of 25 per 
cent., or inthe neighborhood of that amount. I 
am fortified by three authorities. First, as I said 
yesterday, by the old iron-house of Oothout & 
‘Co. Over their own name and signature they 
stand vouchers of the fact that it is an increase 
of 26 percent. In thesecond place, I am for- 
tified by the authority of another house of equal 
authority, Sampson & Brother, who not only 
say that it is an increase of 24 or 25 per cent., 
but itis an advance of 211 per cent. gold, or 
278 per cent. cutrency, beyond what was the 
tariff on iron when the war began. If that is 
not enough I have the benefit of the authority 
of the custom-house of New York, and they 
authorized me to say that this paragraph would 


be construed by thermas an increase upon the | 


present raté of duty, These, sir, are facts 
which cannot be gainsaid. 
' Mr: BLAIR. Is that authority from the 
custom-house at New York in writing, so that 
it may be read to the House? = 
Mr. BROOKS, ‘of New York. T have it on 
consultation. J have the'same authority which 
influenced the Committed of Ways and Means 


in the three hundred and sixtieth line, where | 
they have inserted an increase of duty on rail- ` 


toad iton,; to agree to dn amendment which 
will be moved by the gentleman from Ohio 
wheh we reach that’ part of the bill, as it was 
understood that the custom-house authorities 


‘of duty on this railroad iron. This méans a 
rise, and if it did tot mean a rise it would not 
be in the bill. IE this new classification did 
not mean something it would not be‘tesorted 


to, and the old duty on iron would have been | 
allowed tö remain. The iron-house of Oothout | 
‘& Brothers, äs I- have already said, tell us | 


that this is an increase of duty on this kind 
‘of iron of 25 per cent., and Sampsdn & Brother 
say that the increase is bétween 24 and 25 per 
cent., almost 25 per cent. 


It is therefore no use, when we havé-aithor- | 


ity like this, that is those of-us who are not 
iron-mongers, to say that this is not an’ in- 
crease. There are ten or twelve men upon this 
floor whb ‘are interested in the manufacture 
of iroti, ‘who may know exactly what this bill 
méans, büt gentlemen‘not interested: in the 


mantfacture of iron cannot ‘coniprehend this | 
I have asked over: and over | 


classification 
‘again why, if this. be not an increase of duty, 
should we not permit the old faw to stand’? 
“Why this hesitation, why this waste of time, 
‘why this debate. ovet and over again, if it be 
not to éffect an increased’ bounty and fn- 
creased protection? Why does Pennsylvania 
vote almost in solid column but forthe pur- 
pose of obtaining incredsed bounty on’ ‘the 
article of iron to the end they may havé its 
exclusive production ? Pure: 
[Here the hammer felL] ©. J 0 
Mr. SCHENCK.’ Mr.’Chairman, there’ are 
some things which I' think even those so stupid 
as the gentleman from New York and myself 
can understand, Bar.iron is of various sizes, 
and the largest Sizes are the ‘feast vahiable, 
‘and in, tariffs heretofore, as now, the classifica- 
tion has been made by size on that: account; 
so the least duty is put on the largest size. It 
‘was represented to, the Committee of Ways and 
Means that the line was not well drawn; that 
there was a larger proportion of the higher ¢lass 
put in the lower than there onght to be. 
gentlemen will refer to the reports of the Treas- 
ury Department they will find confirmation of 
‘that. ' As it is now, there is a large quantity 
Introduced at a rate of, 1 cent- per pound, 
another and a less quantity at. 4 cents per 
pound. | The calculations made upon the. in- 
voices would show different ad. valorem pet- 
centages when the specifics are reduced to ad 
valorems, the percentages being 44} in one 
case and 66 in the other. But yet, taking the 
average of theinvoices, so much of that which 
eomes in under the higher class is of a low 
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quality that the average of the invoices for the 
two classes is the same, the average dutiable 
value being 2} cents for both classes. 


the average of the higher class down so low 
‘that the average invoice 
classes are the same. | 
_. Now, the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Brooxs] talks about getting information from 
the custom-house. He says.the custom-house 
has told him so and so.’ Iam not acquainted 
- with the custom-house. 
1 deputy collectors, and appraisers. The gen- 
‘tleman may have got his information from 
them. I prestime it was not from the building 
itself. But I have here compiled, analyzed, 
: and arranged the reports from the custom- 
` house department; not the New York cus- 
tom-hotse alone, where the largest amount of 
‘Imports is received, but from all the custom- 
. houses; and hère arë the results in figures, when 


‘the whole came to be digested and published 


‘by the Treasury Department. And I put it to 


: gentlemen who desire to consider the weight i 
of testimony, which is the best, the loose state- 


ments by ‘‘thé custom-House’’ to the gentle- 
i: man, which'are not produced or presented in 
` any tangible’shape,, òr the authorized and au- 
| thentie reports of the: Treasury Department, 


ii made up froth the custdtns returns? 
in New York would construe it to bë ari increase | 


Now, what did the Committee of Ways and 


I Means do? We changed, on these representa: ‘. 
tions to which I have referred, the, classifica- . ` 
so we necessarily brought | 


tion, and in doing s 
some of that‘itén which had been paying only 
1 cent duty up to thd higher class. The iron 
people wished us to retain the whole’ at 1 
cents duty. We said, ‘No, no; if the classi- 
| ficatidn is changed, and the change lifts up a 
| portion of the 1 cett per pound irdn, we can- 


cents.) 


iron by this classification to 1} cents than we 


of iron, can understand that. I think I can. 


all at 1} centa, and if you bring moré of the 1} 
cènt articles down to 14 cents than you raise of 
the I cent articles to 1} cents, there has been 
upon the whole a reduction. I all that arith- 


houses as well as in attorney’s offices and 


is a matter of figures which, belongs to the 
‘severest sciehces, and is not.to’be disputed. 

` Now, sir, thé gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Becr] complding that I have alluded to.gentle- 
men as blowing hot and blowing cold.: I will 
explain ‘what pi meant by that, I have the 
record before me. It was proposed this morn- 
ing to bring bar iron down to the same rate as 
we put on slabs and blooms because in the 
present tariff the rates are the same. n Fri- 
day thé gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Becx,] 
discussing this matter, sdid; _ a 
_- “Tron less finished: than bar iron, but moro ad- 
„vanced than pig iron, is to bày å duty of 1 cont per 
pound, or £22 40 per ton: while under the existing 


Thos the less advanced article is 


iron now pays, But tho class of iron provided forin 
| this paragraph, which is less finished than bar iron 


This is | 

because the line of demarkation has not been | 
|| drawn in the right place, and there has been | 
i| so much of the coarser and poorer kind of iron `! 
‘| included in the higher class that it has drawn ' 
‘say that he misapprehended the proposition 
‘prices of the two | ris 
i | thinking that it was a proposition to strike out 
< only. 


Thete are collectors, 


j not retain the 1} cents upon thé whole, but | 
i wilt bring down the 13’cent iron to meet the | 
other, and put the whole at te average of 1} 


” My colleague on the corhmittee was correct, 
décording to the information béfore wg, in , 
| Stating that we put down mote of the 14 cent 


raisé of the.1 cent irot up to Ii cents. And | 
‘I believe, as I said before, that even the gèn- | 
tleman froni New York [Mr. Brooks] and | 
myself, though notimporters dór manufacturers | 


I may be mistaken, but it seems to me 4 còm- | 
prehensible proposition that if .some things | 
‘pay a duty of 1 cent per pound and some 1} | 
cents, and you strike 4 medium and put them ! 


metic, such as I believe prevails in custom- || 

| from Michigan, [Mr. BLAIR, ] who say that the 
editorial sanctums. It is good anywhere. It | 
ithe duties. - 
t 


down, that it was of less value; to-day it is an 
argument the other way, that it is the same. 
[Here the hammer fell. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
draw my formal amendment, 
Mr. CESSNA. I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to 


IT will with- 


of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Logan, ] 


He finds that itis a proposition to strike 
out and insert. There ere consequently now 
three amendments pending—one more than is 
in order. It arises from the misapprehension 
of the Chair. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then two amendments 
are now pending on which debate has been 
exhausted, and the first question is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Hlinois, 
. (Mr. Loaaw.} 

Mr. ALLISON. Lask the gentleman from 
‘New York [Mr. Cox} to withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. COX. J wauta vote onit, but I will with- 
draw it to enable the gentleman to renew it. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘That is not in order, 

Mr. ALLISON. Jsitnotin order for the 
gentleman from New York to withdraw his 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not, until it is 
reached for consideration. The amendment 
now under consideration is that of the gentle- 
‘man from Hlinois, [Mr. Logan. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. ‘I will withdraw my amend- 
tient to allow the gentleman from Iowa to 
renew it. 

Mr. CESSNA. With malice against nobody, 
_I must object. , 
© Mr, ALLISON.. Very well, gentlemen ; if 
‘you mean to occupy time you can doit. I 
‘demand tellers on the amendment of the gen- 

tleman from Illinois, 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Logan and 
“Mr. MAYNARD were appointed. | - 
i: ‘The question wason Mr. Loeax’s amend 
‘mënt, to strike out '* 1$} cénts per pound’? and 
insert $22 40° perton.? | E 
; ‘he committee divided; and the tellers re- 
| ported—ayes 70, nges 620° oo. 

So the amendment was agreed to. | i; 

The question recurred upon Mr. Coxs 
amendment, to add to the paragraph the fol- 
lowing: , 

Provided That the duty shall not: exceed 35 per 
cent. ad valorem. : i , 

Mr. ALLISON. J. move tọ amend the 
‘dmendment by striking’ out, ‘85.’ and insert- 
ing ‘40.’ Ido it for the purpose of saying a 
‘word which I desired to say before the amend- 
ment of the gentleman, from Ilinois [Mr. 
LoGan] was voted on, and I want to say it 
chiefly in reply to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means and the gentleman 


I withdraw 


Pores 


object of these two classifications was to reduce 


Now, l want to call attention to the Treasury 


i: report, which shows that of the class of iron 
that is now imported under the existing law 
at 1 cent per pound the value imported lust 
ii year was $2,868,000; and of the class. that is 
‘Imported at 1} cents per pound under the 
| existing law the valuation was $345,000. 
i The Committee of Ways.and Means by, their 
| Classification, bring one third of the iron from 


| the class bearing 1 cents per pound into a class 
| . A 
_ bearing 1} cents per pound. I ask the chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means if 
.. [make a misstatement in reference to this? 
boy TAR 

| law all bar iron rolled or hammiered, not'exceeding ‘i: Mr, SCHENCK. 
six inches in,width and two inchesin thickness comes `: 
in at that rate. TI 1 
it to pay under this bill the-same rate of duty that bar 


: } No; that is right. | 
Mr. ALLISON. The classification in the 


:; first paragraph is, bars more than four inches 


wide; the existing law is, bars more than six 


|| inches wide. Bars not less than an inch anda 
and more advanced than pig, must be of less value | 
A than bar iron.” ' 


1 Yesterday it was an argument for putting it 


‘half thick is the existing law, and that is re- 


i duced to one inch ; so that all bar irou between 
"an inch and an inch anda half thick and a. 


1870. 
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between four and six inches wide that now 
comes in at 1 cent per pound is increased by | 
this paragraph to 1} cents per pound, i 
Now, Í defy the chairman of the Committee | 
of Ways and Means, orany gentleman upon this | 
floor, whether he be engaged in the iron busi- 
ness or not, to tell us exactly how much iron 
came in between an inch and an inch and a 
half thick and between four and six inches _ 
wide. We may all make approximate esti- 
mates with regard toit. The chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means may say more 
of that class came in, and the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] may say less did. 
But itis all an estimate. Now, what I have 
stated in my remarks heretofore is that you 
have changed the classification by throwing up 
into the higher class a large lot of iron that 
now comes in at 1 cent per pound. Thatisall 
there is in it. Although we may not any of 
us understand the details, yet the wayfaring 
man cannot err with reference to the classifica- 
tion and the object of the classification made 
by gentlemen who are engaged in manufactur- 
ing iron. W o 
I know that we do reduce the rate of duty .,, 
on iron that now bears a duty of 1} to 1} cents; | 
but of all the iron imported last year there 
was only $345,000 worth of that class, while 
of the iron that bears a duty of 1 cent a pound 
there was imported last year nearly $3,000,000 
worth, and that is the effect of this change of 
classification. But now, since the Committee 
of the Whole have reduced the duty to $22 40 
per ton, I think the gentleman from New York | 
[Mr. Cox] is mistaken in his amendment. 
There has been a general reduction of the 
duties on rolled and hammered iron without | 
reference to classifications. The Committee of 
the Whole having adopted the amendment of | 
‘the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Loaay, ] the | 
classification with reference to rolled or ham- 
mered iron makes practically no difference, 
except that we have reduced a portion of it | 


to $20 per ton.and a portion to $22 40 per ton. | 

[Here the hammer fell. ] li 

Mr. SCHENCK. It is pretty hard, I see, : 
to come to an agreement even in regard to that : 
which involves figures, which one would gup- | 
pose we could arrive at much more nearly than !| 
we seem to do. . In the first place, what has | 
been done? This paragraph proposes to impose '; 
a duty of 1} cents per pound, or $28 per ton, || 
upon a certain class of iron which is described. | 
What is the present duty upon that class of | 
iron? My colleague on the committee. [Mr. |! 
ALLIson] will inform the gentlemen of the | 
Committee of the Whole if I am wrong. The 
duty on a part is $22 40 per ton, and ona part 
it is $33 60 per ton. 

Mr. ALLISON. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. SCHENCK. On a part the duty is 
1 cent per pound, or $22 40 per ton; and ona, 
part it is 14 cents per pound or $33 60 per ton. 
‘The Committee of Ways and Means proposed | 
to put it all at $28 per ton. The Committee , 
of the Whole have decided to put it all dow 
to $22 40 per ton. tie Final tO, 

Mr. ALLISON, Reducing the whole of it. |; 

Mr. SCHENC Not the whole of it; the |). 
gentleman is mistaken there. It leaves at 
$22 40 that which was $22 40 before, and brings 
down to $22 40 that which was $83 60 before, 
a very great tumble indeed. The gentleman 
also calls attention to the fact that at this time 
there is a large importation of the 1 cent per 
pound iron, and much less of the 14 cent per 
pound. Well, sir, it has been so for a number 
of years; probably it always wasso. Why? 
For two or three reasons. In the first place, || 
wherever you have classes there isan endeavor 
to put the article to be imported in such shape 
where it is a specific duty, as it is in this case, 
or at less price if it be an ad valorem duty, as 
to bring the higher classes in under the lower | 
class duty. Now, although we have not yetthe 
full retarns carried out for the year 1869,.we 
have enough to indicate a large increase over 
the amount, $1,071,000, introduced in the fiscal ! 


-line if you mean 
| correct... ` i 


‘ moved by Mr. ‘Cox, 


„bill we declare that the duty excee: 
cent., the custom-house. officers will.be bound ` 
they. wauld s0 |, 
The effect. would be that while . 

the gentleman is seeking to reduce: the duty : 


| year ending June 30, 1868. What does this 


show? That under this high rate of duty, as 
gentlemen claim that it is, iron has been pour- 
ing into the country. eg = 

Mr. ALLISON. I know the ¢hairmay. of 
the Committee of Ways and Means does, not 
mean to make that statement... 

Mr. SCHENCK. Why not? 

Mr. ALLISON... The.amount imported in 
1868 was $2,192,000; in 1869 it was $2,862,000. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Of whatis the gentleman 
speaking? 0 2 ce 

Mr. ALLISON.’ Lam speaking of the values 
of the iron imported... BP Ree ea 

Mr..SCHENCK.. And I was speaking of 
the duties on the iron imported: -The gentle- 
man defies anybody to tell how much of this 


iron has the duty raised from 1 cent per pound ; 


to 1} cents per. pound: and on how much 
the duty is reduced from ‘1} cents per pound 


. to 1} cents per pound. I admit that nobody 


has the figares or the returns to show that; 
there is no sach account kept. But there 
is one thing certain, that-in.the Treasury re- 
ports—upon which, with due: submission to 
gentlemen, I still think we ought to‘rely, as 
they are made up of these returns—you. will 
find given the quantity of importation, the value, 
the duty. upon it, and afong other things you 
have the average dutiable value per unit of 
quantity, as wall asthe ad valorem duty... And 
what do youfind? That with referunce to these 
-two classes, atthe present classification, somuch 
of the larger sized iron falls under the bighest 
rate of 14 cents per pound that it brings the 


| whole down, so that there is no appreciable 
: difference in the unit of quantity as to value, 


and both are put at 2}. And what does that 
show? It eeems to me it shows that the line 
of demarkation is:not in the right place; that 


you have not effected your object by your ¢lass- © 


ification, and that you must: adopt. some other 
nto have your: classification 


{Here the hammer foll. jt e : 
Mr. ALLISON, I withdraw myomes 
The question recurred upon the amendment 
to add to the paragraph 
the following : ee Sen 


Provided, That the duty shall not exceed 35 per , 


cent. ad valorem. es 
Upon a division there were—ayes twenty- 


| One, noes not counted. ` 


So the amendment was ndt dgreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York.. Í am going 
to make a very good offer to the iron people. 
I move to amend the pending paragraph hy 
adding thereto the following: oa 

Provided, Thatthere shall be no increase 


to over 100 per cent. ad valorem. — eer, 
Mr. LAWRENCE. : I move to amend. the 
amendment of the gentleman from: New. York 
[Mr.. Brooxs] by striking out. the, words 
‘amounting. to over 100 per cent. ad valo- 


|| rem:” Upon this amendment I desire to.make 
|| a single remark,. It. seems to me that the gen- 


tleman. from New, York, in putting a stump 

speech in. this bill,. may possibly giye jt an 

effect. which he ;does.not design....ff an 
ag 


so to construe the Jaw; and 
construe it. 


he would not at all. reduce it. .Hence I sub- | 


mit that the clause which I. 
‘should he struck out. 


-Mr. BROOKS, of New York. My. ‘amend: 


have meptioned 


| ment simply provides that there shall ba:no 


inerease beyond 100 per cent. upon. the tariff 
‘on iron which culated: prior to 1860+hbefore 
the war. Iam willing to.give an increase of 
100 per cent., but not more.. =: an 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I think the words which 
I propose to strike out are not necessary. - 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 


everybody ought to be satisfied if we give an 


ament. | 


: “ot 
f at th y of duty 
beyond the tarif.ia force prior to 1860, amounting 


this | 
100. per : 


IL think. 
4 i 


increase of 100 per cent. upon the tariff in 
force in 1860. - 
| Mr, LAWRENCE. I do not know bat I 
|| shall vote for the gentleman’s amendment if 
|| my amendment be adopted. 
| Mr. Lawkencez’s amendment to the amend- 
' ment was-not agreed to. 
© -The.question being taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Brooks, of New York, ‘there were— 
© ayes twenty-one, noes not counted. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG. I offer the following 
_dmendment: ; 
': After the Word “pounil”’ in lino three hundred 
| aod thirty-cight, insert the following: 
i>  Prouided, * hat all iron bars, rolled or hammered, 
` made wholly or ih part from the use of charcoal as 
| afuel,shall pay an additional duty of half a cont 
'! per pound, 


| Mr. Chairman, I desire to call the attention 
‘of the committee to the fact that. under the 
i bill as it stands. the better grades of foreign 
iiron, made pvincipally in Norway, Sweden, 
and ‘Russia, will come in under the same du- 
ties as the cheap: Welsh and English bars. 
‘Fhe bill makes no proyisioa for the. protec- 
tion of the higher. grades of iron made from 
charcoal as a fuel, and which are intermediate 
| between ordinary. bars of steel. Yet there is 
| great difference in the cost of production. In 
my district, the production is chiefly charcoal 
iron, and its necessary costis so great that it 
cannot live in.competition. if the market is to 
-be stocked with foreign charcoal iron, paying 
ua higher duties than those imposed upon irons 
made fram mineral.coal.; |: o oa 0... 

J have now. before me the circular of prices for 
March and statements. from the 3d of January 
last to the 16th of April of two of the promi- 
nent iron dealers of New York. Swedish and 

| Norway jron is quoted in March, and, it may be 
taken as a fair average standard at the present 
: time, at T Pe Eu pound or $156 80 per ton, 
i and English and Welsh bars of the same size 
are quoted at $80 per ton, Yet all theseiroys 
come in under this bill at the same rate of 
|| duties, or, in gther words, iron made in Norway, 
i| Sweden, and Russia, and other places, with 
. charcoal'as a fuel, pays only the same duty as 
„that. made in, England and Wales, with mine- 
-ral.coal as @ fuel, the former worth in the mar 
ket above $150 per ton, while the latter is 
', worth about $80 per ton, The bill leaps at 
‚once from the cheapest make of iron to. steel, 
«, Whilecharcoal iron comes in between. : 
'. The. great difference in the cost and value 
| between, the two kinds of iron.is partly in the 
i; use of charcoal as a fuel and partly in the differ- 
ent, modes of manufacture. The Welsh and 
|| English, as well. as a large proportion of the 
Jiron pow made in. our own country, is made 
i| with the use of mineral coal as a fuel in.the 
| blast furnace, and afterward puddled or boiled 
| with use of the same kind of fuel, and makes 
the common.or cheap irons, while the Russia, 
| Norway, and ‘Swedes .jron, as well ag our char- 
coal iron, is made with the use of. charcoal as a 
li fuel in the blast furnace, and afterward refined 
_ and made jato blooms with the uge af the same 
“kind of fuel, and. makes the finer qualities of 
,.iron,. used. for drawing into fine wire, plating 
into.shovels,, scythes &c., and for the best riy- 
-eta, boltg, horgeshoe nails, &c., and largely.for 
smakipg boilers and imitation Russia sheet-iron. 
The greet difference, as stated before, in the 
cost.and value of the,twa is, first, in the fuel 
used... The charcoal, necessary for making a 
ton.of this iron costs now from $16. to $20. per 
i ton, made up of wood lease, cutting, hauling, 
© coaling, transportation, &c., while the cost of 
‘mineral coal per. ton of metal will vary from 
. $6 m the best, locations to about $14 in. those 
not. sò favorably situated. For refining with 
charqoal the fuel will cost. not less than $8 per 
ton,,while for the puddling or boiling process 
- the fuel will cost not aver $2 per ton in favor- 
‘able locations... The labor in refining charcoal 
~ iron eosis at, present. about $9 per ton, while 
that of puddling or boiling the anthracite 13 
: about $6 per ton. 
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Nor is this all; in the refining with charcoal 
there is used from 3,200 to 8,360 pounds of 
pig metal to make a ton of blooms, a loss of 
about 30 per cent., while in puddling or boil- 
ing the loss is not more than 10 per cent. of 
the weight of metal. In refining 1} tons, or 
3,360 pounds of metal, will give 2,460 pounds 
of blooms. In puddling or boiling 2,240 pounds 


of metal will yield about 2,000 pounds of rough `; 


bar iron, and in some instances, by the use of 
cinder, it is claimed that as much rough bar 
mee produced as the weight of pig metal 
used. 

Norway, Russia, and Swedes iron is nearly 
all imported in large bars, the flats in bars 
from twenty-seven and a half up to four by one 
inch; the rounds and square from three fourths 
up to two inches. Inspection of this bill shows 
that the Norway, Russia, and Swedes iron 
comes in under the lowest rates, paying just 
the same duty as iron of the same sizes from 
England and Wales, worth very little over half. 
Protection to this class of iron is rendered 
more necessary from the fact that the railroad 


bars made in Russia and laid upon their roads © 


have been found to be too soft to endure the 
wear of high speed and the heavy engines and 
trains now in use. 
taking them up and relaying their roads with 
either steel or the hard rails of England. The 
Russian rails, being mostly charcoal iron, reach 
this country in large quantities, and are ad- 
mitted as old iron. They are here cut into 
short lengths and are readily rolled into mer- 
chantable bars from a single heat, and come 
into direct and ruinous competition with the 
charcoal iron of the United States. 

I hope the committee will agree to this slight 
protection which I ask for the large interests 
‘of my district and of the State of Pennsylvania 
generally. 
$11 25 per ton against a competition which 
bids fair to ruin, many of the establishments 
of our State, and has already obliged some 
charcoal furnaces to go out of blast. 

Mr. HOAR. It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, 
that the very interesting statement made by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Arm- 
STRONG] makes it proper that the Committee 
of Ways and Means should inform us whether 
there is any reason why the request of the gen- 
tleman should not be granted. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I think that when the 
Committee of the Whole have struck down 
the tariff per ton from $33 60 to $22 40, with 
no more reason than has been shown for it, 
it is hardly probable that they intend to save 
these most important interests. It seems to 
me the proposition of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is most reasonable, if there is 
intended to be any distinction made between 
the better classes of iron and the lower. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I wish to call attention 
to the fact that the gentleman from Illinois 
{Mr. Logan] fell into an error of miscalcula- 
tion in stating that in the second paragraph he 
proposed to reduce the rate of duty to the same 
as that in the first paragraph. 

Mr. LOGAN. Paid not say that. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. The gentleman from 
Tilinois stated that in the first paragraph a 
reduction from $22 40 to $20 had been made, 
which would be a reduction of 10 per cent. ; 
and he also stated that in the next paragraph 
the duty of $28 should be reduced to $22 40, 
to make it correspond with the previous reduc- 
tion. Theerror of the gentleman’s statement 
consists in this: that a reduction of 10 percent. 
on $28 per ton would make the duty $25 20, 
not $22 40. ? 

Mr. ALLISON. I only desire to say that 
the amendment of the gentleman from Penn. 
sylvania [Mr. ARMSTRONG] proposes a distinc- 
tion which has never been incorporated in any 
law heretofore. The difficulty which the amend- 
ment proposes to reach is, I imagine, merely 
temporary; it cannot exist for a great length 
of time. I am not aware that any very large 
amount of steel rails are being imported. The 


As a consequence they are | 
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distinction which the amendment proposes 

would be very difficult of enforcement at the 

custom-house. The custom-house officers could 

not readily determine whether a particular lot 

of iron had been made with charcoal or with 

coke or withanthracite coal. Hence theamend- 
i ment would introduce a dangerous principle 
‘| into our legislation. 


Mr. BURCHARD. — 


I move to strike out 


‘i the last word. Jt seems to me if there is any . 
‘|. substantial increase of duty on this article it 


should have been known to the Committee of 


ıı Ways and Means, who have been examining . 


l: this question all winter. Now, Swedish iron 
‘and Russia iron are absolutely indispensable 


‘in this country. It is an article of iron which | 


ii the American charcoal iron has not displaced 
: and cannot displace. 

1, Mr. NEGLEY rose. 
| Mr. BURCHARD. I am willing to yield 
:: to the gentleman to ask a question. 


judge to be best on the facts presented for our 
consideration. 

I ask the attention of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY], contessedly the 
most learned man on the subject of iron, and 
so considered by everyman in that State—I 
ask him to tell the House to-day why it is that 
the Committee of Ways and Means did not 
make this discrimination when they brought 
the bill before the House? Has a new light 
come upon their minds, illuminating their 
understandings, so that they have now inform- 
ation which they did not have on the subject 
beforein the committee? What wasthe reason? 

Mr. SCHENCK. If the gentleman wants 
an answer I will tell him. They did not an- 
ticipate so foolish a vote as that made on his 


‘ motion, by which the highest priced iron was 
‘brought down, all of them together in one 
‘tumble, from 1} to 1 cent per pound. 


| The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will pro- j 


i: ceed with his speech, or he will be considered 
i! to have yielded the floor altogether. 


| 


Mr. BURCHARD. I have not yielded the | 


i; floor altogether, but have merely yielded to . 


i: the gentleman from Pennsylvania to ask me a 


uestion. 
: The CHAIRMAN. The Chair states to the 


i! gentleman that unless he proceeds he will lose 


| Mr. BENJAMIN. 


I propose a protection of only | 


i the floor. 
Mr. BURCHARD. 


I will withdraw my 
i amendment. 


| drawal of any amendment. 


ie cent a pound”’ andadd ‘‘ five eighths;”’ and1 | 
do that for the purpose of inviting the attention | 


of the committee to what I-regard as.the ab- 
surdity of putting the duty on fine bar iron at 


York proposes to give 35 per cent., and yet we 
find, by referring to the Iron Age of April 21, 
the best price list of metalsin this country, that 
bar iron is.quoted at $82 50.and $85, and Nor- 
way. from $90 to $95, so thatthe proposition 
is to reduce the duty on these articles from 20 
to 25 per cent. It is a blow, Mr. Chairman, 


rolling-mill can make fiue bar iron and 
anything like the present rate of wages. 
of two things is inevitable. 


Öne 


Your rolling-mills, 


workmen to accept lower wages. 
l cannot be: made and put upon the market in 


and the higher forms of Prussian and English 
iron, without a reduction of wages ranging from 
20 to 23 per cent. I say, sir, as & citizen of 
the United ‘States, Ido not wish to see Con- 
“gress forcing down the wages of our laborers 
in competition with those of Europe. I say, as 
‘a member of the Republican party, which has 
enfranchised the laborers of the South, that it 
‘is making a fatal record for itself in thus com- 
pelling a reduction of wages in these fields of 
industry. I offer the amendment for the pur- 
pose of making my protest both as a citizen 
and as a party man against this action, hoping 
the amendment of my colleague, to which I 
have submitted a pro forma amendment, may 
be adopted by the committee. - 

Mr. LOGAN. Irise to oppose the amend- 
ment, and I beg to say that I hopethat opposi- 
tion to the policy of the Committee of: Ways 
and Means does not decitizenizea man or read 
him out of the Republican party. Therefore, 
when the gentleman from Pennsylvania says 
that as an American citizen he shall do so and 
so, and that as a Republican he shall do so and 
so, I hope that a member who may do differ- 
ently neither disfranchises himself as a citizen 
nor reads himself out of the Republican party. 


Every man here must judge for himself what | 
Each one of us must do what we | 


he shall do. 


I object to the with- | 


agreed to. . r 
| Mr. KELLEY. I propose to amend the: 
| amendment. I move to strike out ‘‘half a 


1 cent per pound. The gentleman from New ! 


at the wages of American workingmen. No 


especially in the districts of charcoal iron, must | 
| either close permanently or must force their |! 
The- iron : 


competition with Swedish and Norway iron, | 


Mr. STEVENSON. 
from Ohio to order. 
mentary language. 

Mr. LOGAN. 
man from Ohio. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Ihave risen toa point 
of order, that itis notin order for the chair- 


I call the gentleman 
Ie is using unparlia- 


I do not yield to the gentle- 


_man of the Committee of Ways and Means to 


j 


| this House. 
The amendment to the amendment was dis- `: 


i speak of this House having given a foolish 


vote. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LOGAN. I hope the gentleman will 
not insist on his point of order, for this reason : 
that we are always glad to hear from the Ways 
and MeansCommittee. They always enlighten 
And, as a matter of course, the 
chairman of the committee means no offense 
-by his remark. I certainly took none; because, 
according to his statement, the fools have got 
the majority to-day in this House. There is 
no question about that. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I object to that too. 
I mean of course that that 
is so, according to the statement of my friend, 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. But I will take it back, because I do 
not think he was in earnest. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Very wise men may do 
very foolish things. 

Mr. LOGAN. We have an exemplification 
of that every day in the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Why did not this wise commit- 
tes make this discrimination when they brought 
‘in their bill, instead of undertaking now to 
‘charge the majority of this House as foolish 
because they do not agree with them? When 
‘the gentleman from Pennsylvania { Mr. ARM- 
STRONG] moved his amendment and withdrew 


vit it is renewed by the other gentleman from 


Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY, ] the coal and iron 
duke of that great mountainous State, and he 


. gets up and tells as that we ought to adopt this 
amendment because it makes a proper dis- 


crimination. ‘The learnéd chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means then gets up 
and notifies us, as if we were so many chil- 
dren, that we are very foolish boys for not 
agreeing with the Committee of Ways and 
Means on every proposition: Well, the school- 
master has a right, as a matter of course, at 


i all times to correct his children; that is, if 


‘we are to be considered the school children of 


‘the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
|-Means, for I presume he so considers us. Bat 


I will notify these gentlemen that most of us 
are of age; that we represent constituencies, 
and that when we voted as we have done we 
did it upon our own responsibility. These gen- 
tlemen are not responsible for our votes in 
this House. They are only responsible for 
their own. And I would dislike very much to 
have on my head so great a responsibility os 
rests on the members of the Committee of 


| Ways and Means onaccount of the action they 


have taken on this tariff. 
[Here the hammer fell, ] 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on 
the formal amendment, and itis withdrawn. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I renew it. The gentle- 
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man from Illinois, [Mr. Loeax,] I am bound 
to presume, wants information, and God hel 
him, for I do not know anybody that needs it 
more. [Laughter.] But the difficulty is that 
the gentleman appeals from time to time to the 
Committee of Ways and Means for informa- 
tion, which, it is to be presumed, having tried 
to understand these subjects, may know a little 
about them, and set when he gets the inform- 
ation he dves uot seem to profit by it. The 
gentleman seems to be mystitied because the 
Committee of Ways and Means, not having 
succeeded in maintaiding the paragraph in the 
bil? as they reported it, have then voted, or at 
least some of its members have voted, for a 
different classification. Sir, I do not believe 
that the gentleman is at all so dull as not to 
be able to comprehend the proposition now 
before us. 

Mr. LOGAN. T cannot comprehend the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Nr. SCHENCK. I have burden enough to 
bear without finding comprehension for the 
gentleman. The difficulty is that ordinarily 
and continually up to this time there has been 
a distinction made by reference to the sizes of 
iron, which did not correspond with the dis- 
tinctions as s quality. The Committee 
of Ways and Means proposed such amend- 
ments in their revision of the tariff bill with 
regard to these items as they have 
to the House. The Committee of 
thought proper, as they certainly have the right 
todo, not to follow this classification, and by 
the changes which they have made have reduced 
ali the high-priced iron to the rate of 1 cent 

er pound. Finding that the classification 
fersiafore adhered to does not prevail with the 
Committee of the Whole, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania then says that this will operate 
with peculiar hardship at least upon one class 
of iron, namely, charcoal iron, and he proposes 
a different sort of classification. 


| 


i 


- of $2 40 per ton. 


resented | 
e Whole |; 


After the Committee of the Whole have de- ' 
cided as they have done, and thus absolved the - 


members of the Committee of Ways and Means 
and others upon this floor who think as I do 
upon this subject, after they have brought this 


duty down below even what those who started | 
it intended originally, and I speak advisedly ` 
about it, that classification having failed, it may ` 


be well enough to turn to see whether some 


other classification proposed may not answer | 


the purpose of making a distinction in favor 
of the finer and better classes of iron. That 
is the whole of it. It is a matter so simple 
that I should think any one wanting to com- 
prehend it could comprehend it. 

Before I close permit me to make this one 
farther remark. I do not intend to be moved 
at all by these continual flings at the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. Whether some of 
us are called ‘‘iron dukes’’—I believe that is 
the term—and whether some of us are treated 
either ironically or seriously as being defective 
in any other respect, does not move me in the 
least. The Committee of Ways and Means 
are as good and honest and true to the people 
of this country and to their duty upon this 
floor, I apprehend, as any other gentlemen 
composing any other committee. 

Mr. LOGAN. No one doubts that; but 
they are no better. l 

Mr. SCHENCK. Oh, no; we do not affect 
superiority. We do think that some things, 
that take a long time to study and understand, 
we do nnderstand better than gentlemen who 
gather facts around them as they go along, or, 
lacking facts, coin them and then predicate 
arguments upon them. 

Here the hammer fell. J 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. Chairman, I desire 
to call the attention of the committee to the 
statement made by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. KELLEY} that the little redac- 
tion that we have made on iron will have the 
effect to reduce the wages of labor. Now, 
I want to call his attention for one moment 
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to the. importations of bar iron, becauae that 


is the subject under consideration. We have 
to-day two classes of bar iron, and there are | 
two classes of bar iron in this bill. Of rolled || 


or hammered iron bearing a duty of 1 cent per 
pound there was imported nearly $3,000,000 - 
worth last year, and of that bearing a duty 
of 14 cents per pound there was imported 
$345,000 worth. Then we have still another 
classification of bar iron, round and square 
and hammered iron, which is 35 per cent. 
ad valorem. Only $1,345 worth of that was 
imported last year; so that the total import- 
ations of iron under the existing law were 
last year only a little over $3,000,000 in value. 
Now, we have only reduced upou one classifi- 
cation half a cent per pound, and that is the 
class of which only $345,000 worth was im- 
ported last year, Will it be claimed by any 
penrieman upon this floor that a reduction of 
alf a cent per pound on an importation of 
the value of $345,000 will materially interfere 
with the production of iron in this country ? 

Mr. KELLEY. A large quantity has been 
reduced from $22 40 to $20 a ton. 

Mr. ALLISON. Undoubtedly ; a reduction 
Will any gentleman claim 
that the mechanics engaged in manufacturing 
iron in this country are going to have their 
wages reduced because we have reduced the 
duty $2 40 a ton, when we have reduced the 
duty on pig iron, the raw material on which 
those mechanics work, from to $9 to $5 per 


ton? 
' Mr. KELLEY. Is pig iron a natural pro- . 


duct, ‘or does it involve labor and wages? 

Mr. ALLISON. The gentleman knows per- 
fectly well what pig iron is. A word now in ` 
reference to the proposition of the other gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Arustronc] 
in reference to charcoal iron. Itis claimed as 
a reason why the duty on charcoal iron should 
be reduced that we are now importing it largely 
from Russia in the shape of old rails. I have 
not examined carefully the statistics on this 
subject, but I will venture the assertion here 
that four fifths of all the old rails that come 
into this country come from England, and are 
English rails and not Russian rails. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman 
explain the importation at 35 per cent. ad . 
valorem? 

Mr. ALLISON. Certainly, with pleasure ; 
because all the bar iron that comes in comes 
in under the two classifications which we have 
already fixed in the present law, and which we 


" propose to change in the bill before the com- 


|. mittee. That is all there is in that question. | 


: I do not believe gentlemen can be serious when | 
: they propose to make a new classification of | 


| iron, of which charcoal iron shall pay one half ;' 


. of one cent per pound more than other classes, | 


` for I do not believe there are many instances 
_ where you ean distinguish charcoal iron from | 
: iron made with coke or with anthracite coal; 


' and therefore the efféct of the amendmert of | 
| the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ARM- 
: STRONG] will be to make confusion worse con- ' 


i 
} 
‘ 


i 
i 


| ad valorem. That is a point which ; 
committee to understand in commection with | 


founded and to inaugurate a system of frauds | 
in the custom-houses which are now unknown. | 
Here the hammer fell. ] i 
r. SCHENCK. I withdraw the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I renew the amendment |. 


to the amendment simply for the purpose of |, 
saying to the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. ALLI- | 


SoN, ] my colleague on the Committee of Ways ' 
and Means, that by a proviso in the present | 
law it is ‘provided that none of the above \ 
| items’’—that is, bar iron—‘‘shall pay a less | 
rate of duty than 35 per cent. ad valorem.” |: 
| The most of the 35 per cent. bar iron intro- ` 


duced was so valuable that a duty of 1} cents 
per pound does not amount to 85 pe cent. 
beg this ; 


the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Ar{stroNG, ] that the duty of 1$ 


cents per jonna be retained on the charcoal 
iron; which every one knows is the most valu- 
able. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 


I ask unanimous consent 


that all debate on the pending paragraph be 


considered as now closed. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope not; I want to say 
a word, 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, in one minute. 

Mr. CULLOM. Give me five minutes. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, I will say five min- 
utes. 

No objection was made ; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. CULLOM. I believe I have not said 
anything upon this iron question since we have 
been considering this bill. Ido vot now pro- 
pose to confine the few remarks I intend to 
make to the particular amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Arm- 
STRONG, ] but I shall speak upon the question 
of slab iron and pig and railroad iron and irou 
in bars and some other articles mentioned iu 
this bill. 

1 desire simply to call the attention of this 
Committee of the Whole to the history of the 
tariff laws upon this question of iron and these 
other items which I shall refer to. I find, by 
reference to the tariff laws, that in 1861 the duty 
upon this slab iron, or bar iron, was $15 per 
ton. In 1862 Congress increased the duty to 
$2 more. In 1864 it was changed from $17 

er ton to 1 cent per pound, or $22 40 per ton. 
Vhen that increase was made in 1864 it was 
upon the express allegation, as I could show 


| bya reference to the debates in Congress during 
: that time in reference to nearly all those items ; 


it was made upon the ground, I say, that at 
that time we Were placing adirect internal tax 
upon the different articles of iron asupon every- 
thing else, and an increased duty was necessary 
on that account. I find, by reference to the 
internal tax law, that there was an internal tax 
of $3 per ton placed upon these same classes 
of iron that we are discussing here to-day, and 
the tariff was then raised to 1 cent per pound 
because of this internal tax which was placed 
upon these classes of iron. 

Now, the proposition is after that internal 
tax is taken off by the repeal of the law, which 
was placed upon iron to meet the then necessi- 


- ties of the Government, and after the Congress 


of the United States at that time were satisfied 
with a protective duty of 1 cent per pound, the 
proposition put forward by gentlemen upon 
this floor to-day is that they are not satisiied 
with a protective duty of 1 cent per pound, 
with no internal tax to pay of $3 per ton; but 
they want to increase the duty by the bill now 
before this committee to a higher rate than 1 
cent per pound. Now, sir, as a tariff man 1 


. protest against the disposition on the part of 


members of this House to insist upon an in- 
crease of duty upon allthose articles, when we 


have repealed the internal tax laws, so far as 


they relate to iron, and the neeessities which 

existed at that time for an increase of tariff 

duties have now passed away. That is what I 

wanted to.say on this question; and I desire 

to state that it applies to nearly all the arti- 

car that are attempted to be protected by this 
ill. 

Mr.SCHENCK. Doesthe gentleman mean 
to say that because the internal taxes on man- 
ufactures have been taken off we should now 
bring back the duties to what they were before 
the war? 

Mr. CULLOM. Iam not going back be- 
yond 1861. In that year a law was passed 
Increasing the duties. Again in 1862 the duties 
were increased, and again in 1864. Nobody 
pretended that the manufacturing interests 
were not prospering in 1864 when the existing 
tariff law was passed. The only claim for 
additional protection at that time was based 
on the ground that internal taxation to a con- 


siderable amount had been imposed on the 


articles manufactured. I have been struck 
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with amazement in looking at the actual pasi- 
tion of things here. Look at it fora mome:it. 
In the first place, the Committee of Ways and 
Means come in with a bill after six months’ 
ora year’s labor on it and announce to the 
House and the country that it is a bill reducing 
the tariff duties upon the articles contained or | 
named in it, and call on the House and the : 
people to suppart it on theground that it does | 
so reduce the tariff rates below what they are 
‘under the present law, and thereby lighten the 
burdens of the people. 

Now, look at the strange anomaly. Every 


free-trade man and.nearly every man who is | 


not in favor of a high protective tariff, or who 
is not himself interested in manufactures, or 
whose constituents are not a manufacturing ; 
people, we find opposing the bill, while those 
who are interested in manufactures, or whose 


constituents are, seem to be dreadfully anxious | 
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together there is an actual increase of tariff 
protection. If this is 30, and there seems no 
doubt of it, it is certainly unreasonable and 
should not be allowed by the House. Pig 
iron is the raw material out of which the vari- 
ous manufactures of iron are made} and it is 
the iron manufactured into its various forms 
for use that the people are interested in, and 


a reduction of the duty on pig iron gives no . 


certain assurance that the shovel and wagon- 


' tire and horseshoe or any other article of thé 


any cheaper. 


Tf the manufacturer works up the pig iron 


_ and puts the price of his article down, as he may 


to pass the bill as it came from the com- .' 


mittee. And yet this last class insist that 
‘it is a great reduction of the tariff and will 
lighten the burdens of the consumers. Tt is 
true, Mr. Chairman, there aresomereductions, 
‘some articles. also are placed upon the free list; 
yet, sir, my conclusion is that while there are 
these reductions and these free lists enlarged, 
yet, asa whole, this bill affords more protec- 
tion than the present law and will more beavily 
burden the consumers of the country. I can- 
not in justice to my people sit still and allow 
one advantage after another to be taken of the 
great mass of the population of the country, | 


The people whom I have the honor to repre- < 


sent are agricultural people, and are consumers 


' any special internal taxation... Six dollars pér | 


of the articles which get this protection. They |: 


believe and I believe the tariff ig too high now | 


on very many of the articles of consuthption |; 


and use in this c§untry. i A i 
And, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that I | 
am no freé-trade man. I believe it is an ab- 
surdity to talk about absolute free trade in the 
present condition of the country, or indeed 
under any circumstances. I am for a tariff. 
We are compelled to have a tariff for revenue 
or inaugurate a system of taxation which the 
people would not stand, and so far as I am 
concerned I havé no desire to put out the fires 
in the iron-furnace or foundery, or to close the 
doors of the factory, or hinder the proper devel- 
opment of the great natural resources of our 
country in any valuable department of industry. 
I believe a nation should always be in 4 con- 
‘dition of self-dependence and ready to pro- 
tect itself by a reliance upon its own resources 
if all the world, should turn against it. No | 
nation is wise that takes a course calculated to 
smother its own development in all that makes 
a nation great. The encouraging hand of the 
Governinent should be given when necessary 
to protect American industry and American 
labor against the pauper labor of other nations. 
But, sir, under this beguiling pretext of home 
protection of work and labor and American 
industry we should not be led into extravagant 
legislation in favor of one class of people and 
against the rest. The greedy manufacturer who 
has grown rich under a high tariff and great 
demand for his goods during. the war must 
not be allowed to take possession of the legis- 
lation of this country at the expense of the 
strtiggling millions who are never seen lobby- | 
ing about these Halls, . A , 
Now, Mr. Chairman, táke the question of 


pig iron and railroad iron. The present duty || 


on pig iron, as has been said here a thousand 

timés, is $9 per ton, and upon iron bars for | 
‘railway purposes 70 cents per 100 pounds. 
The Committee of Ways and Means have pro- 
posed to reduce the duty on pig iron to $7 per 
ton ; the Committee of the Whole have reduced 
itto $5. In this bill they say nothing about 
railroad iron, leaving the duty on that as at 
present. So far as the reduction on pig iron 
goes, it is very well; but while in this article 


there is a little reduction proposed, yet taking 
the whole list of iron in its different shapes i 


' ning of the late war. 


on account of the reduced tariff on pig iron, 


the consumer would get the benefit of it fo that |; 
: extent; but that is not likely to ‘occur. 


If the 
duty on pig iron be fixed at $5 or $6 a ton I 
should believe that so far as that item is con- 


| 


| 


| 


ton on pig iron and $3 on railroad iron, as well 
as on a gteat variety of other manufactures; 
and since then there has been no direct inter- 
nal tax imposed on those articles. They have 
been relieved, and yet the high duty imposed 
l'as a protection, which was only demanded 


because of the internal taxation, remains; and 


| when we talk of reducing we are answered by 


the charge that we are in the interest of for- 
| eign labor, the importers, and generally want 


'i to destroy our home industry and ruin the 
< kind which the farmer uses will come to him ;' 


country. 

~ Now, sir, I protest against such a course. 
And, sir, I think it would be as well for these 
gentlemen, representing constituencies inter- 
: ested in these manufactures, to gracefully sub- 
mit to a reasonable reduction before the great 


: body of the people rise up in their might and 


cerned it would be about fair, and. then if the - 


tariff on railroad iron and allthe other articles | 


of iron were reduced in the same ratio there 


| would still, in my judgment, be sufficient pro- 
| tection, and the consumer would feel that at 
; least a show of justice was meted out to him. : 


Let us look at the history of the external | 


protection and internal taxation of pigiron and 
railroad iron fora moment. I do not desire 


to go back very far, no further thanthe begin- © 
What is the fact? By ' 


' the law of 1861 the tariff on pig iron’was $6 


‘and $12 for railroad iron. 


‘tax, stamp tax, direct tax, a 


per ton, and upon bar iron for railway pur- 
TOH $12 per ton, Up to this time and for a 
ittle while after there arose no, necessity for 


ton was thought to be a fair protection then, 
; In 1862 protection 
to railroad iron was increased $1 50 per ton, 


| making it $13. 50 tariff protection to that arti- 


cle. In 1864 another law was passed in which 


compel a proper, if not an extravagant, change 
to the opposite extreme. ‘The attention of the 
eople is now directed to this subject, and they 
will understand it, and under the pressure of 
hard times in the West, and in fact all the 
agricultural portions of the country, they will 
demand that their interests, as well as the 
interests of the people of the iron regions of 
Pennsylvania, be protected. 
There is no feature of the tariff Jaws more 
‘ important to the people of Hlinois than the por- 
tion of the law in relation to iron. Railroad 
iron especially is an important matter with us. 
Nearly all the States West are to-day more 
largely engaged in building railroads than ever 
before. Take my district. There is to-day a 
new railroad or two being built in every county 
init. There are at least two hundred miles of 


| railroad being built in the district I represent 


the duty on pig iron was increased to $9 per | 


ton, and the duty on railroad iron to 60 cents 


each article. A law was then passed providing 
for internal taxation, in which a tax of $2 per 
ton was placed upon pig iron and $3 on rail- 
road iron. Thé iron men called for more pro- 


tection on the ground that they could not stand | 
an internal tax such as Congress imposed upon . 
them and live in competition with importers | 


who were bringing the same material into the 
country. Upon the assumption that they had 


only reasonable protection before the internal i 


tax was placéd upon them their appeal. was 
just, and Congress gave them the increased 
protection from $6 to $9, and a corresponding 
increase on railroad iron... 


During the. progress of the war, and for: 


some little time afterward, we taxed every- 
thing. All manufactures, everything that was 


i bought and sold, was taxed to raise money to 


gave the country, and finally to pay the spl- 


diers and get the country fairly on its feet, The ` 


people were content; they did not complain ; 
they were willing to give up all if need bo for 
the one great object. When a high tariff was 
needed they said, ‘‘Putit.on,’’ When income 

sort of a tax, 
no matter what, was demanded, they, said, 


‘‘ Levy it, and we will pay it-and save the life of | 
the nation.’’ But all that has gone by. The | 


nation has been, saved, and what has been 
done since? Let us see. 


so, we began to get rid of internal, taxation ; 


| and we have been, modifying the internal:tax 


jaws and reducing internal taxation step., by 
step. What have we done? -By,the act o 

July 18, 1866, we reduced internal taxation 
$65,000,000, By the act of March 2, 1867, it 
was reduced $40,000,000. By the act.of Feb- 
ruary 8, 1868, internal taxation was reduced 


we repealed the sections, of the law of June 30, 


1864, which imposed an internal tax of $2`a i. discover, after all their labors, 


Just so soon asthe | 
emergency passed by and we could afford to do | 


to-day. It requires millions of dollars to pur- 
chase the iron to carry out such enterprises in 
which they are engaged; every county, city, 
and town is being mortgaged all over, and in 
‘some cases more than once, to subscribe stock 


ii to build these: roads, which they regard as 
per 100 pounds, largely increasing the duty. on | 


necessary to their present and future prosper- 
ity. Itis a matter of no. little consequence to 
them whether they-pay a high price or a low 
one for the materials to build these roads, and 
they are unwilling to fold their arms and be 
silent, and.allow high protection to be contin- 
ued. These subscriptions to railroads are made 
by counties, cities, and towns, and the people 
of the localities are taxed to pay them, and the 
local taxes of our western States are becoming 
enormous. And, sir, they are beginning to be 
| more sensitive than heretofore upon all these 
' questions of taxation, whether direct or by tariff 
laws. They are told and we are told here that 
‘ the people engaged in manufacture.of iron in 
its varioys forms, and dress goods. and cotton 
` goods, ang all the other manufactures of the 
country, are not making money now. It may 


` be so, though I doubt whether it is half so bad 


WaS, 1 | up American in 
$23,000,000. By the acts of March 8,. 1868 es 
and July 20, 1868, it was reduced the gum.of ; 
$45,000,000... By the act of March 31, 1868, i 


: as we are told 


1 hut, if itis true, it is equally 
true of all the 


Peman al the country. just now. 


it They are, not only hot making money but, they 
o 


: are losing money; they are. pporer to-day than 


. they werelgst year, and much poorer than two 


| years ago. . The price of their stock has fallen; 
` they find thnt-the price of their grain is below 

what it was before the war, and still, they are 
working away, hoping for a reduction of taxa- 
tion and a better day. Theyare,.taxed in their 
purchases of lumber. . While the West is only 
favored here aud there with woodland, having 
broad pause and little timber, and the farmer 
strugg es to.make his farm and. build his house, 
and the complaint is a scarcity of timber, still, 
to gratify and prosper a few people -on th 
, border, near the Canada line, the farmer o 
| Illinois must pay tribute to somebody in the 
| shape of a tax on lamber, > ae 
|.. Mr, Chairman, this is not the way to build 

dustry.and prosper the Amer- 

, ican people.as a whole, 

Again, there must be retained in the pres- 
ent law a high protective duty on salt. ‘The 
: Committee of. Ways and Means have failed to 
that the tariff 
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ov salt wastoo high, and they propose to allow 
the tariff on saltto remain as ìt is. Ar. Ghar- 
man. it would seem that in this great, broad 
country of ours, fall of almost everything © 
that makes a nation great, we certainly ought .! 
to be allowed to buy salt as cheaply as we can, 
whether at home or abroad. Itis one of the 
necessities of life. It is truly a saver of life; 
and vet we propose to continue a high protect- 
ive duty upon it of 18 and 24 cents per 100 
ponnds, What is the history of the legislation 
of Congress on this salt question? Let us see. 
By the tariff of 1861 the tariff ou salt was fixed 
atd cents per bushel of 56 pounds, provided 
that salt in bags or not in balk shall pay a duty 
of 8 cents per bushel. Then by the law of 1862 
the tariff was fixed at 6 cents per 100 pounds ; 
then by the law of June 80, 1864, the tariff 
duty was raised to 24 cents per 100 pounds in | 
sacks aud barrels, and in bulk 18 cents per 100 ` 
pounds, which is the present tariff, On the- 
very sume day, and in the samelaw and section 
of the law in relation to interval taxation in 
which the specific tax was placed on pig iron 
and railroad iron and slab iron, I find a spe- 
cific tax also of 6 cents per 100 pounds.. Upon 
that tax being placed on salt the demand was 
made for protection as a necessity produced. 
by the imposition of the internal tax. 
That tax is taken off, and still itis insisted | 
that the tariff tax ‘shall remain unchanged. | 
The people of this country aré expected to 
quietly acquiesce in this extravagant tariff tax 
on salt to accommodate two or three establish- 
ments in this country that have been doing 
well in the salt business, and of course do not | 
desire to be disturbed in their prosperity. The 
salt men want to be let alone. Itis not strang 
that they take that position and manage by 
persuasive arguments to keep the question of 
salt ont.of the present bill entirely. { am sur- 
prised, however, ¿bat the Committee of Ways 
and Means allowed themselves to be overcome 
by them. aeai ; . 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Score] gaid in a speech a few days ago on 
this bill that all that the iron men in his State 
wanted was to be Jet alone. “Nobody wanders 
at that; such a disposition is not strange. | 
When they have got a high protective tariff 
on all they manufacture, and there is a disposi- | 
tion manifested by Representatives of the con- 
sumers of the country to reduce the tariff and 
thereby reduce the profits of the iron men in 
Pennsylvania, it is not strange that he should 
announce that the people, the monopolists, of 
his State, are willing to be let alone, | 
The people of this country do not propose 
to accept his offer; they are for scaling down 
the tariff rates as we have and will scale down 
internal taxation. Reduced taxation is the 
demand of the people now, and their demand | 
or command will be carried out, either by this - 
Congress or the next one, They are in earn- | 
est about it; they do not mean to be taxed by | 
tariff laws and taxed by internal revenue laws 
until they are driven to almost absolute help- 
lessness and poverty and kiss the hand that | 
did it. We are taxing too much,. We can re- | 
duce taxation from seventy-five to a hundred | 
millionsand still collect enough revenue to meet | 
the demands upon the Government. f 
TheCHAIRMAN. By unanimous consent | 
debate on this paragraph has terminated. ` 
The question being taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Anmstroxc, there were—ayes 43, noes 
65; no quorum voting. ene , 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Arustkonc 
and Mr. ALLIsoy were appointed. a 
The committee divided ; and the tellers -re- 
ported—ayes 57, noes 62. ay 
_ So the amendment was not agreed to. 


a T Os 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS. | 
je committee rose informally, when 

, BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had | 
examined and found truly enrolled bills and. 


| thirty-eight, 


joint resolptions of the following titles ; when 
the Speaker signed the sama: ; 

An act (H. R. No. 887) for the relief of 
Harriet R. Clinton ; 


_ Anact (H. R. No. 888) for the relief of | 


Joseph Harmon ; 

An act (H. R. No. 1100) for the relief of’ 
William A. Scott, late first lieutenant of com»: 
pany F, fourteenth regiment Ilinois volun- 
teers ; : s . 

Joint resolution (H. R. Na. 116) ta construe 
an act entitled ‘* An act to amend an act enti- 
tled ‘An act to confirm certain private land 
claims in the Territory of New Mexico ;’"' and 
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Joint resolntion (H. R. No. 122) donating ` 


captured cannon for the purpose of constructing 
a monument at West Point, New York. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message, in writing, from the President was 


communicated to the House by Mr. Horacz | 


Colonel Samuel W. Price, of the twenty-firs 
Connecticut volunteers. 


TARIFF BILL. 


` The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union resumed its session, Sots 

Mr: ARMSTRONG, I. now propose th 
following amendment, which is the same asthat 
I offered before, except that the rate of duty is 
fixed at one quarter cent per pound instead of 
one half cent per pound: .. 

‘After tho word *‘ pound,” inline throehundred and 
insert the following : 

Provided, That all iron bars rolled. or hammered, 
mate wholly or in part from the use of charcoal asa 
fuel, shall pay an additional duty of one quarter cent 
per pound. : : 


On agreeing to the amendment there were— 


‘Fellevs were ordered; avd Mr. ARMSTRONG 


and Mr.: ALLISON wete appointed. . 


. The committee divided ; and the tellers re 
ported—ayes 61, noes.f2.. ` ` afl 
., So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the motion 
of: Mr. -ALLIsox; to strike out the pending 
paragraph and the two preceding paragraphs 
and insert inheu thereof the following: ~». 

On iron in bars, rolled or hammered, comprising 
fiata, not less than:one inch nor more iHansix inches 


i 


wide, and not less than three eighths Qf an inch nor, | 


more than two inches thick; and ropnds not less 


i| than three quarters of an inch nor more than two 
` ineves ia diameter, and squares not bess than three 
! quactors of an inch nor more than two.inchessquare, 


18 per ton. 


On bar iron, rolled or hammered, comprising flats 


less than three eighths.of an inch or more than two |: 


inches thick, and Jess than one inch or more than six 
inches wide; rounds less than three quarters of an 
inch or more than tivo inches in diameter, and 


squares less than three quarters of an inch or mora |! ; ae ro Doe d D 
i inches square, $35 per ton: Prov:ded, That | 10 assuming the paragraph to which the gen- 
|! tleman has been referring leaves the duty pre- 


than two 


alliron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms less 
finished than bars and more advanced than pig iron, 


except castings, shall be rated ag iron in bars, and | 


pay a duty accordingly: And provided further, That 
none of the above iron shall pay a less rate of duty 
than 35 per-cent. ad valorem. 


- Mr. ALLISON. As we have amended these 
provisions so that they are now in pretty good 
shape I withdraw the amendment. . 

The Clerk read as follows: 


On rods and wire rods, less than five sixteenths of 
an inch diameter or square, 1} cents per pound. 


Mr. SCHENCK. On behalf ofthe Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means I move to amend the 
paragraph just read by inserting after the 
words ‘‘ wire rods” the words ‘“‘and oval, half: 
oval, and half-round iron.’ 

Mr. KERR. I would like to: hear the rea- 
son for offering this amendment. = 

Mr. SCHENCK. ‘The simple reason is this: 
as now provided the duty is fixed upon rods 
and wire rods; but there are of higher value 
than squarés other rods which are only par- 
tially round, which are either halfoval, or half 
round, or else are entirely oval; and these be- 
long to the same class as wire and wire rods. 
In order to correct what, from the testimony 


. Porter, his Private Secretary, who also an- | 
nounced that the: President had approved and . 
signed a bill (H. R. No.. 271) fot the relief of ` 


3008 


before 
mittee 
ment, so that whatever: protection is given to 


pss appeared to be a wrong, the com: 
198 been induced to propose this amend- 


rods and wire rods shall extend to oval 
oval, and half-round iron. . . 
.. Mr. ALLISON. Does the gentleman pro- 
pose to unite the two paragraphs ? 

Mr. KERR. That is the effect of it. 


Mr. SCHENCK. ‘That is not what we pro- 


, half. 


pose. L have an amendment which Í intend to 
. offer to the. next paragraph when we reach it. 


Mr. ALLISON. [understand that the prop- 


| gsition of the ehairman of the committee is to 


charge upon oval, half-oval, and halfround 
iron a duty of 1} cents per pound? po 

Mr. SCHENCK. Yes, sir; and then to 
amend the next paragraph, when we reach it, 
so as to read as follows: ; 

On -rods and wire rods; oval, half-oval, and halt- 
round iron more than five sixteenths of an inch 
diameter or square, 1¢ cents per pound. 

Mr, KERR. Sofar as we can judge from the 
face of this bill, the proposition of the chair- 
nan of the Committee of Ways. and Means is 
to incorporate the body of the next paragraph 
into the paragraph, now under consideration. 
I am informed that the rate of duty on the 
articlés named in, the next paragraph is pre- 
cisely the same under the existing law as that 
proposed in this bill, But the amendment pro- 
nosed by the chairman to incorporate the fol- 
owing paragraph with the one now under con- 
sideration is a proposition to increase the duty 
on the items named in this paragraph 163 per 
cent. I wish to know whether I am right in 
that, and I will yield to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to give me an answer. ... o, 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. , The gen: 
tleman is nof correct. . aes 


Mr. SCHENCK. ‘he two. paragraphs as 


| originally framed, based on all the informa- 


ayes.61, noes 42; no quorum voting. >` -> | {ion we'were able to,ascartain on „the subject, 


were présented to the House ‘as they are 
3 ‘ J 


` printed in the bill. On rods and wire rods less 


than five sixteenths of an inch’ ‘diameter, pr, 


: square, we imposed a duty of 1} cents per 


` cents per pound. 
| put oval, half-oval, and half-round ‘iron, tess 


j! Increase. 


i to be included in the 


pound, and then on all sizes of oval, half-oval, 
and half-round iron, wa impose ‘a duty of 1} 
What we propose now is to 


than -five sixteenths of an inch diameter or 
square, with the other paragraph, so` that ‘on 
rods and wire rods, oval, half-oval, and half- 
round iron, less than five sixteenths of an inch 


|, diameter or square, the duty shall be 1$ eents per 
|; pound, and then to amend the folldwing para- 
© graph so that rods and wire ‘rods:more than 


tive sixteenths of an inch shall be, with oval, 
half-oval, and half-round iron, liable to a:daty 
of 1} cents per pound. ` eS a ae 

Mr. KERR. 


I desire to know if fam tight 


cisely what it is now under existing law? 

Mr. SCHENCK. ‘It both raises and de- 
presses. ` ni a ' 

Mr. KERR. Is not the language precisely 
the same? __.. eee ae l 
Mr. ALLISON. Ït is 1} when made of 
wire over twenty wire gauge. . |. 

Mr. KERR. It is 1} cents per pound on 
oval, half-oval, snd halt-round iron under the 
present law, and this bill makes it precisely 
the same. So the reénactment of this proyis- 
ion makes no change in the law., Therefore 
I am troubled to know why the committee re- 
enactsit. ‘The original purpose was to increase 
the duty, and now it is proposed by the incor- 
poration of this with the other to make that, 


Mr. SCHENCK. What we propose now b 
way of amendment is not to change the tariff. 
It leaves the rate open for gentlemen to make 
any rate they may please. We were satisfied 
that oval, half-oval, and half-round iron, on 
account of the expense of manufacture ought 
pending paragraph with 


rods and wire rods. ‘hey are far more diffi- 
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cult to manufacture. We do not touch the 
question of duty at all. We leave that open. 
Tbe only question is whether the gentleman is 
opposed to this classification. The rate of 
duty will be settled hereafter. 

Mr. KERR. I do oppose this classifica- 
tion because it will embarrass the commit- 
tee. To embrace in this first paragraph items 
included in the following 
it more difficult to levy t 
is to make a reduction and not an increase. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. 
this oval, half-oval, and half-round iron is 
included in the present law? 

Mr. ALLISON. 


square. 


Mr. LOGAN. I move to strike out the last | at Baltimore, and he has gone to see her. 


word, and I do it for the purpose of getting . 


some information on the subject. IfIcan get 


paragraph will make ` 
e duty. My object : 


: McKenzie, Mercur, Milnes, Danicl J. Morrell, Mor- 


land, Amassa Cobb,Cook,Conner.Covode,Cowles,Cox, | 
Crebs, Cullom, Davis, Dickey, Donley, Duval, Dyer, | 
Bla, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Gibson, Halde- | 
man, Hale, Hamilton, Hawkins, Hays, Heaton, Hef- | 
lin, Hoge, Johnson, Julian, Laflin, Lash, Loughridge, 
Lynch, Marshall, Mayham., McCarthy, McGrew, 


rissey, Mungen, Negiey, Niblack, Orth, Porter, Pot- 


ter, Prosser, Randall, Reeves, Ridgway, Roots, San- 


ford, Schumaker, Lionel A Sheldon, Shober, Rlocum; ! 
William Smyth, Stokes, | out the amendment on the ground that it is 


Worthington. C. Smith, l 
Stone, Stoughton, Swann, Tanner, Taylor, Trimble, 
Van Auken, Van Horn, Van Wyck, Voorhees, Cad- . 


. walader C.Washbburn, William B.W ashburn, Welker, 
: Whitmore, Wilkinson, Eugene M. Wilson, John T. : 


It is named as round or |; 


` Wilson, Winchester, and Wood. 
Task the gentleman whether | 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. HAY. I desire to say that Mr. Loven- , 
RIDGE is sick and confined to bed. 

Mr. MORPHIS. Mr. Perce desired me to 


: ask that he should be excused. His wife is sick 


: confined to bed. 


it from the chairman of the Committee of Ways . 


and Means I think I shall be able to under- i! SHALI, is too unwell to be present, and has ` 


(Laughter.} Iwish to know how ; 
this oval and half-oval iron is classified in the ` 


stand it. 


present law? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I believe it comes in under 
the unenumerated forms of iron or under the 
circular forms of iron. But there was also at 
the same time put in proof before the commit- 
tee that the manufacture of wire rods, giving 
value to iron in that shape, was not so expen- 
sive as the manufacture of oval, half-oval, or 
half-round iron, circular on one side and a sec- 
tion across the other; and whatever the rate 
of duty was we thought they ought to go to- 
gether. What the committee propose does not 


affect the rate of duty; that is open to gentle- | 
men, if they consider we have put it too high. | 


That is all the question the committee have | 


submitted. 

The hour of half past four o’clock $ m. 
having arrived, the Conia of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, pursuant to order 
of the House, took a recess until half past seven 
o'clock. 


f EVENING SESSION. 

At half past seven o'clock p. m. the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
resumed its session, (Mr. WHEELER in the 
chair,) and proceeded with the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing 
laws relating to the duty on imports, and for 
other purposes. $ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the 
pending paragraph. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


On rods and wire rods, less than five sixteenths of 
an inch diameter or square, 1? cents per pound. 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘To this an amendment | 
had been moved by the gentleman from Ohio, | 


[Mr. Scuenck,] which: the Clerk will report, 
The Clerk read as follows: 


After the words “wire rods” ingert the words 
“and oval, half-oval, and half-round iron.” 


The CHAIRMAN. On this amendment | 


debate had been exhausted. 

The question was put on Mr. ScHENCK’S 
amendment; and there were on a division— 
ayes 25, noes 27; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the a Of ordered 
tellers; and Mr. Brooxs, of New York, and 
Mr. KELSEY were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported—ayes 37, noes 27; no quorum 


voting. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee finding 
itself without a quorum, it is the duty of the 
Chair to cause the roll to be called, in order 
that the names of the absentees may be re- 
ported to the House. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, and the 
following members failed to answer to their 
names: 

Messrs.Adams, Ames, Archer, Asper, Axtell, Ayer, 
Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Barry, Benjamin, Biggs, 

oles, Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Baok, Burr, 
enjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, 
hurchill, William T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, Cleve- 


. havin 
: Mr. W 


Mr. ROGERS. Mr. ‘TRtMBLeE is sick and 


Mr. McNEELY. My colleague, Mr. Mar- 


been absent. all day on account of sickness. 
Mr. O’NEILL. My colleague [Mr. Don- 
LEY] is absent on leave. i 
The committee then rose; and Mr. SCOFIELD 
taken the chairas Speaker pro tempore, : 
HEELER reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union having, 


‘ according to order, bad the Union generally | 
' under consideration, and particularly House | 
: bill No. 1068, to amend existing laws relating 


i| again resolve itself into Committee of the | 


ram. w : 
'| The CHAIRMAN. I find on the Speaker’s 


to the duty on imports, and for other purposes, 


| 


` paragraph, 


and domestic trade of the United States shall bo 
exempt from duty, under such rules and regulations 
as the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a question of 
order, that this is not germane to the para- 


‘graph, and that it is new and independent 


legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair cannot rule 
new legislation. The entire bill is new legis- 
lation. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


I mean new legislation 


independent of this bill, and not germane to 


the bill now before us and not germane to this 
The paragraph relates to rods and 


wire rods. If this proposition can come in at 


' all in this bill it would be as a separate and 


‘independent section. 


and finding itself without a quorum, he had, ` 


under the rule, caused the roll to be called, 
and now reported the names of the absentees ` 
tothe House; in order that they may be entered 
upon the Journal. - 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The chair- 
man of the Committee of the Whole reports 
that he foundthe committee without a quorum, | 
and caused the roll to be called. The roll | 
having been called, ove handred and fourteen 
members, being a quorum, have answered to 
their names. Under the rule the House will 


Whole. 4 

The committee then resumed its session, Mr. 
WHEELER in the chuir. 

The Clerk again reported the pending amend- 


ment. . ; 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Irise to a question of 
order, I understand that one hundred and 
fifleen members:are a quorum; and if that be | 
so, the call of the roll showed that the House ' 
was without a quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Speaker pro tem- | 
pore decided that one hundred and fourteen 
members being present there was a quorum. | 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I understood the Chair 


} 
H] 
i 


to decide this afternoon that one hundred and 
fifteen members are necessary to make a quo- 


list one hundred and fourteen put down as.a | 


quorum. When the Speaker is counted that | 
makes one hundred and fifteen.. The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. ScoFIELD] acting | 
as Speaker pro tempore was governed in his 
ruling by the decision of the Speaker of the | 


on the roll, he is not counted in order to con- 
stitute a quorum. : 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The Constitution of the 
United States decides what constitutes a quo- 
rum. Ido not think that a decision of the 
Speaker can overrule the Constitution. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thetellers, Mr. BROOKS, | 
of New York, and Mr. KELSEY, will again take 
their places. 

The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 69, noes 63. 

. So Mr. SCHENCK’ S amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend the par- | 
agraph by adding at the end of it the following: | 


Provided, That iron and the manufactures of iron 
used in the construction, equipment, and repair of 
ships and other vessels for navigation in the forcign 


It has no reference 
whatever to this class of iron. 

The CHAIRMAN, If any iron of the kind 
specified in this paragraph is used for such 
purposes the amendment is germane. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It is a general proposi- 
tion in regard to all iron used inship-building. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis connected with the 
general subject. If iron of this kind is used 
in any manner in the construction of ships it 
ig in order. | 

Mr. MAYNARD. It is not limited to the 
subject of this paragraph, and is not germane, 
under the rulings of the Chair on several occa- 
sions. If it is germane to the bill at all it 
must come in as an independent section. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is necessarily confined 
to the. subject-matter which is before the com- 
mittee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that 
the amendment is admissible, relating to the 
general subject-matter. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I have been 


‘induced to submit this proviso from the fact 


that by the amendment just adopted by the 
committee we have increased the duty on iron, 


| which enters largely into the construction of 


ships, to the extent of halfacent a pound. It 
is quite manifest that if this nation does not 
intend to be entirely left out of the commer- 
cial brotherhood of nations we have got to do 
one of two things, either greatly reduce the 
general duties on iron, or exempt from duty 
iron entering into the construction of ships. 
It is manifest that with the duties proposed to 
be imposed upon all classes of iron, and espe- 
cially upon the class of iron now under con- 
sideration, which enters largely into the con- 


' struction of ships, the construction of iron 


ships, such as are now appropriating the com- 
merce of the world, is absolutely impossible. 
The people of the United States are com- 


| eee to meet the mortifying fact that one 


undred and seventeen iron ships are plying 
between London, and Liverpool, and Bremen, 
and Hamburg and the ports of the United 
States, carrying our commerce and appro- 
priating that commerce which naturally be- 
longs to the American people, and realizing 
from this source a revenue of over $40,000,000 
per annum, and not a single American ship 
crosses the Atlantic flying the American flag. 
The exemption from duty of the iron entering 


House, Mr. BLAINE, that his name not being | into the construction of ghips is clearly the 


only mode of enabling ship-builders to con- 


|| struct ships in America, or else the labor of the 


whole country is to be made tributary to the 


'| iron interest, by the payment of bounties for 
| ship-building, and that latter proposition the 


labor of the country will not bear. 

The question is simply this: whether we shall 
leave our ancient rival, England, and France 
and North Germany and the rising power of 
Italy, to appropriate the commerce ofthe world, 
or shall the people of the United States, as 
their fathers have done before them, reserve 
the right to control, to some extentat least, the 
commerce of the nation? Shall we do it by the 
payment of bounties direct for ship-building, oF 
by relieving the material which enters into the 


-construction of ships from the burden of the 


Sa Ee ee en gee ge 


with Italy in 
ing to be a commercial ido 3 
of any more appropriate occasion for the dis- 
cussion of this question than in connection with 
this subject of the duty on iron. , If we resume 
our commerce again it must be in iron ships. 
The days of wooden ships have gone by. Tron 
ships cannot be built with the protection which 
the iron interest now enjoys. The alternative 
is manifest: either labor must be borne down 
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" therefore, as I have been insisting in reference 


still more seriously by the payment of bounties, | 


which 1 believe the people of this country will 
not bear and ought not to bear, or else the iron 


interest of the United States, the iron manu- 


facturerg, have got to bring into the market the 
materials used in the construction of ships on 
such terms as to enable our ship-builders to 
compete with other nations in the construction 
of ships. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. LYNCH. Will the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Hormax] withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I object 
to the withdrawal of the amendment. 
be voted upon. 


Mr. LYNCH. Ido not want to speak against `` 
the amendment; but if it shall be withdrawn, : 
then I would move another amendment. I; 


hope my friend from Massachusetts will with- 
draw his objection. 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. Very well. ` 
Mr. HOLMAN. I will withdraw my amend- ` 


ment. 


Mr. LYNCH. I move to amend the pend- » 
ing paragraph by striking out « +3 cents per . 


pound’? and inserting ‘14 cents per poun Bae 
Í do not propose to speak upon my amendment, 
but ask a vote upon ìt. 

Mr. KERR. 1 desire.to offera further amend- 


ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. It must be an amend- 
ment to the amendment. , 

Mr. KERR. So I understand. I move to 
amend the amendment by making it read “ 1} 
cents per pound.” My reason for offering 
that amendment now is that awhile ago when 
I objected to this change, the chairman of 


the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. © 
Scuenck] suggested that after bis amendment | 
should be incorporated into this paragraph , 
there would then be time for an amendment to ` 


reduce the rate of duty. : 

Under the present law the duty on some of 
these forms of iron is 1} cents per pound, and 
the duty on other forms is 1} cents per pound. 


I find by reference to the present Iaw the duty | 
to be ‘ĉon rods and wire rods, less than five ` 


sixteenths of an inch diameter or square, 1} 
cents per pound ;’? while the daty on oval, 
half oval, and balf-round iron is 1} cents per 
pound. In my judgment both of those rates 
are high, far too high, and ought to be reduced ; 
and ought to be reduced not only below the 
proposition contained in this bill, bat below the 
existing law. These forms of iron forthe com- 


mon use of all the people of the country are | 


extremely important. They enter into thou- 


sands of the common purposes, domestic and | 
general, of the people of the country ; they | 
pertain to those industries and those interests 
which above all others ought to be relieved to © 


the utmost extent that itis in the power of Con- 
gress to relieve them from the weight of this 
taxation. f ; 

I invite the attention of the committee to the 


fact that these forms of iron are what are gen- |! 


erally denominated braziers’ rods. There is 
svarcely a cooking-stove or range, a furnace 
or a heater, in use in any part‘of this country 
in which they are not used. There is. scarcely 
a wooden pail or a bucket in use, the handles 
of which are not made of one or another of 
these sizes, From those kinds of iron are also 
formed vast numbers of bolts for wagons and 
carriages, and nrany other things. I insist, 


k 


Let it . 


to this entire subject of a revision of the tariff, 
that the duty imposed upon these articles 
ought to be brought down to the very lowest 
point of revenue duty, Not one of them ought 
to be suffered to beara duty of one penny above 
the clearest limit of a revenue standard. It is 
not right toward the people of this country, it 
is unjust toward the consumers of these arti- 
cles, it is dishonest in itself to impose upon 


try, upon the farmers, and women and chil- 


dren, upon everybody who keeps house or who |; 


works in the field, this enormous and unjust 
tax. I think, therefore, this duty should be 
reduced to the lowest point which will benefit 
the revenue. 

Mr. STEVENSON, Idonot know whether 
the iron manufacturers could stand it if that 
amendment should be adopted. I propose 
therefore, to inquire of my very wise and 
learned friend from New Jersey (Mr. Hit} 
whether he thinks they could stand this amend- 
ment? 

Mr. HILL. What amendment is that? 


pending. . 

Mr. HILL: My attention has been called 
off from the matter under consideration. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I ask that the amend- 
ment may be read for the information of the 
gentleman. 

ii The amendment was again read. 

| Mr. HILL. I think they might be able. to 
stand it; but I think it would be very much 
better to leave it as it has been reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Yes; the gentleman 
thinks they conld stand it to have the duty 
reduced from 1% cents per pound to 1} cents 
per pound. That is liberal, and I hope the 


| 
1 
i 


i 


Committee of Ways and Means will attend to `: 
' Ohio will proceed, and the Chair will check him 


it. The gentleman from New Jersey, Mr. 
Hit1,] the representative of the highest pro- 
tective principle in the House, the only pro- 
` hibitory-tariff man I may say in the House, says 
that they can standit. Iam, therefore, inclined 


to take him at his word and to goforthisamend- |: 


ment. Ido not know, however, that he cor- 
rectly represents his particular interest. 


not know whether the Lehigh Crane Iron Works 


i the amendment that the gentleman from Illi- 
i| nois [Mr. Logan] may renew it. 
| Mr. LOGAN. i 
merely for the purpose of debate, for I am in 
| favor of a greater reduction than the amend- 
|| ment proposes. Now, I want to call the atten- 
| tion of the committee, and I do it in all good 
| faith, to one fact which is very obvious to any 
| one who will examine the bill. To-day I had 


‘by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
i| and Means that my intellect was so obtuse that 
Lcould not understand this thing; and inas- 


Ido: 


I renew the amendment | 


| thehonor (for I consider it an honor) to be told ` 


like to hear from him further upon that ques- 
tion, And this brings me, Mr. Chairmati, to 
the attack which was made upon me through 
the gentleman from New Jersey on yesterday. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I must rise to a question . 
of order. E attempted to cut off the gentleman 
on the other side, but I found that unanimous 
consent had somehow been given. I must. 
insist that the gentleman be confined to the 


| discussion of the pending paragraph. 
these goods and upon the people of this coun- | 


Mr. STEVENSON. I suppose the gentle- 
man has no right to argue this question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Ohio is doubtless aware of the rule that every 
member must speak directly to the pending 
proposition. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Chairman, I pro- 

ose to discuss the cost of making iron iu all 


its forms. I think that is pertinent to this 
question. If it is not pertinent, I beg to be 
informed. In the remarks which I had the 


honor to submit some days ago I quoted from 
a book on ‘‘ Coal, Iron and Oil,” by Daddow & 
Bannan. In the commentary written by the 


| gentleman who is president of the Lehigh 
Mr. STEVENSON. The amendment now | 


Crane Iron Works my speech is garbled by 
the omission of the terms showing the author- 
ity from which I took my statements. I sball 
therefore submit the table given on page 685 
of that book, which was published in 1866, and 
from which it appears that the Lehigh Crane 
Iron Works actually produced —— 

Mr. KELLEY. Irise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlemen will state 


his point. 

Mr. KELLEY. I believe that the cost of 
the production of pig iron is not involved in 
the paragraph now under discussion. i 

Mr. STEVENSON. I propose to discuss 
the cost of making iron, and I submit that that 
is Later 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 


if his remarks are not in order. 

Mr. STEVENSON. The table which I 
submit gives as the capacity of the Lehigh 
Crane Iron Works in 1865, 60,000 tons. I sup-' 
posed that column gave an estimate of the 


| probable production in 1865, the authors not 


having the figures to show the quantity actually 
produced. If I committed any error it wasin 


could stand it. After Iam through I would . that particolar. 


The Lehigh group of anthracite furnaces. 


gog A 
; i Capacity—tons of 2,000 pounds. g E g e" 
|! Name of works, beginning: with the i es z7 a ae 
i most easterly. B28 29 
ti ces ale 
Law. a 
A D 
bes ee E E E EAS f 
Allentown Jes Works WERA AOPE EN = Ane 5040 | 
entown Iron Works.... vee! i . \ 
Allentown Iron Works.... - j 7,840 | 30,000 26,162 _ 600,000 
Allentown Iron Works... - : 7,840. | 
Lehigh Crane Iron Works Pion 5,824 i 
Lehigh Crane Iron Works. 600 | 6,720 i f 
Lehigh Crane Iron Works... 8,064 8960 i 50,000 °! 41,774 ; 41,000,000 
Lehigh Crane Iron Work8.........000 soe 8,960 | 10,610 | 
Lehigh Crane Iron Works... 8,960 | 10.640 13,492 i j 
Thomas Iron Works..... a - | 10,640 9,134 1,000,000 
: Thomas Iron Works.. éi - ioo 10,640 | 50,000 13,963 i te 
Thomas Iron Works.. =. 7 i , 18,226 i 
Thomas Iron Works....... - S | i | 
j | | : 
mr a SSS 
| Here the hammer fell. ] much as I cannot, I want it to be explained by 
i Mr. KERR. I withdraw my amendment to somebody who can understand it. The Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means profess to under- 
stand this proposition. They report in this 
bill these two paragraphs : : 

On rods dnd wire rods, tess than five sixteenths of 
an inch diameter or square, 1? cents per pound, 

On all sizes of oval, haif-oval, and half-round 
iron, 14 cents per pound. 

Now, the chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means moves to amend the first. 
paragraph by inserting the words “oval, half- 
oval, and half-round iron,” which puts the two 
paragraphs together and makes the tariff on all 
1}cents per pound. Iasked the chairman of the 
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Committee of Ways and Moansin whet classifi» 
cation of the present law thisoval, half-eval, and 
half-round iron is to be found. He pretended 
to tell me, but he could not do it. Itis not 
classified in the old law at all, but is embraced 
in iron not enumerated, and pays a- duty of 
85 per cent. ad valorem. Thechairman o the 
Committee of Ways and Means proposes that 
in this bill it shall pay a duty of 1Ẹ centsa 
pound, and yet says that it is not increasing the 
rates. 3 

These are the facts. Now, if gentlemen of 
the Committee of Ways and Means have so 
much experience and so much information, 
and are so ready to impart knowledge to the 
Committee of the Whole and the House at all 
times, E want them to.explain to me upon 
‘what information they reported. these para- 
graphs proposing a daty of 1} cents per pound 
on rods and; wire rods and a duty of 1} cents 
per pound on oval, half-oval, and half-round 
iron, and upon what information they now pro- 
pose to put the two together under the duty 1} 
‘eents. . When they were asked to tell the class- 
ification: of these articles in the existing law 
‘they could not: tell anything about it. They 
were not classified together before. They were 
‘separate and distinct. -They were classified 
before and ought to be now among iron: not 
enumerated elsewhere as at 35. per cent. ad 


‘valorem. Now it is proposed to put 1} cents | 


per pound on-it. I think. myself -1 cent per 


pound is sufficient on this kind of iron.. It is | 


:plenty. If you will take the classification of 
oval and half-oval iron as heretofore, and on 


‘rods and wire tods heretofore of this size and | 
the tariff as now reported. to: the House, you | 
will find.» material: increase in the rates of | 


duty. I think a-fair division would be ł cent 
per pound. It would be plenty. I will vote 
for the amendment reducing the two sections 
:to one and to make the’rate at 1} cents per 
pounds: rat D Beara 5 ete 

Mr. SCHENCK. : Mr. Chairman, I am very 
“willing. to play the part of schoolmaster to my 
friend from Illinois, yet Fdo not-get mach em- 
couragement from the brightness of my: pupil. 


-I wil do-the best :I can, and one of. the diff- 


cultiesthosewho arge others up the steép which 
-Jeads:to the 'top.of the hill ef science have. to 
‘encounteris they have to repeat againand again 
the lesson. So in this case..: I will repeat 
what I said before in the committee. There 


has been no proposition to condense these two 
We have offered an, 

amendment to the first paragraph, and I took } 

the pains when I first proposed it to explain | 


paragraphs together. 


that the committee will propose when we teach’ 
the second paragraph to make a correspond- 
ing ‘amendment there. Rods and wire rods 
now pay 14 cents per pound. There are ovals, | 
half ovals, and half round which ought to be | 
classified, in the opinion of the committee, 
from information we have, with rods and wire | 
rods which are left to fall among the non- | 
soumereee articles at an ad valorem rate of | 
uty, _ . 
r. LOGAN. At what rate? 
. SCHENCK. - Thirty-five per cent. 
Mr. LOGAN. ‘That is what I said. 
- Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman talked of 
the condensation of these two paragraphs into 
one, which has never been proposed. In order : 
that the gentleman may understand I will read 


the first paragraph as it isiin the bill: 


On rods and wire tods, léss than five sixteenths of 
an ineh diameter or-square, 1¢ cents per pound. 

‘We have proposed af amendment, to insert 
after the word ‘‘rods’’ the words ‘oval, half | 


soval,.and half round ;’’ so it will then read: 


On rods and wire rods, oval, half-oval, and half- 
less than five sixteenths of an inch diam- 


eter or square, 1? cents per pound. 
=: Then I: advised the committee if that pre- | 


-vailed I was instructed by the Committee of | 
-Ways and Means, when we came to the next 


paragraph, to strike out the words ‘‘all sizes 


{ 


insert ‘‘rods and wire rods;’’ and 
after the word ‘‘iron’’ the words ‘‘ more than 


fivo-sixteenths of an inch diameter or square ;”” 
so it will then read: 


On rods and wire rods, oval, half-oval, and half- 
round iron, more than five sixteenths of an inch 
diameter or square, l4 cents per pound. ; 


Thus it will be perceived we put one part 


! at 14 cents. per pound and the other at 1} 


cents per:pound. -We make a distinction be- 
tween that over five sixteenths of an inch 
diameter or square and that less than five six- 
teenths of an inch diameter or square. There 
is no distinction now.. If the gentleman will 


listen I will read the two paragraphs as they | 


will stand if our amendments are adopted : 


-On rods and-wire rods, oval, half oval, and half 
round, less than five sixtepnths of an inch diameter 
or square, 1} cents per pound. 

On rods and wire rods, oval, half-oval, and half- 
round iron, more than five sixteenths of an inch 
diameter‘or square, 1} cents per pound. , 

We put éneat 1} eénts per pound andthe other 
‘at 14 cents per pound. I have taken great pains 
now to read it all over in connection, thus re- 
peating the lessor, line upon line and: precept 
upon precept; and I submit to the committee 


if when I thus elaborately attemptto explainthe | 
matter it is proper to insist that dhe Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means do not know what they 


are about. We think we have some glimmer- | 
ing acquaintance with the subject, and we have | 
pe, and in this | 
shape present them; and it is not our fault | 
that a vote upon only one amendment can be - 


-reduced the articles to this s 


taken at atime. The:amendmentto one para- 


graph bas already been adopted, and while we | 
‘are waiting- to conform to it the other para- | 


graph, by providing for that which is more 
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than five sixteenths of an inch in diameter, as - 


we have ‘provided for that which is less than 
‘five sixteenths of an inch, there comes.in an- 
other amendment from a:source outside of the 
-gommittee to reduce the rate of daty from: 14 
cents to 1} cents, and then thera is an amend- 
ment to that améndment to make it:14 cents. 
-After the committee sball have voted upon 
these amendments we will come to the next 
paragraph, and I shall then propose anamend- 
ment to make the two paragraphs:consistent 
with eaeh other. i es | : 
- The question was on.agreeing to Mr. Kunn’s 
‘amendment to the amendment, to make the 
-duty 1} cents per pound.» — = 
- The committee divided; and there were 
ayes 56, noes 67. 
‘Mr. KERR ealted for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SCOFIELD 
and Mr. Kerr were appointed. 
The committee again divided; and the tell- 


| ers reported—ayes 56, noes 69. . 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 
The question recurred on agreein 
Lywxcu’s. amendment, to strike out ‘ 4 

and insert ‘‘ 14 cents.” 


Mr. STEVENSON. I move to amend the | 
cents’ and :; 
fe | hundred and thirty-nine and three hundred 
jand fo 


amendment. by striking out “ił 
inserting ‘‘2 eents.”” - 
There was only oné word further which I 


| wanted to say about that table. In quoting it 
I should have said the Thomas Iron Works : 


instead of the Allentown Iron Works. Now, 
I have admitted all the mistakes that I made. 
When I made them I- quoted the authority. 
I laid it béforé the House. 


calculation and estimation. And now I want 
to:ask the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
Hii] whether he meant to charge or to insin- 
uate that in what I laid before the House I wa: 
guilty of any want of candor?. > ; 
Mr. MAYNARD. 

being: entered into. 
order that there should be a discussion between 
the gentleman from Qhio and the gentleman 
from New Jersey as to what the latter gentle- 
man meant to insinuate. 

- Mr. NEGLEY. Ifthe gentleman from Ohio 
is bringing forth fruits meet for repentance I 
think the House should hear him. i 


to Mr. | 
cents” i! 
‘| recall, if possible, this discussion to the mat- 
.ter appropriate to the consideration of. the 


My speech was : 
tinted, and I sent it to every member of the | 
ouse. I have dealt candidly with the House. | 
If I have made any errors they were errors in | 


I object to this matter 
I do not think it is in | 


April 26, 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Srevenson] has the floor. He 
must proceed in order, 

Mr. STEVENSON. The gentleman from 
New Jersey may answer the question or not as 
he pleases. 

Mr. HILL. Iattempted to answer the ques- 
tion, but was called to order. I will state, Mr. 
Chairman, that this quotation from the gentle- 
man’s speech which he made on the 28th of 
March—— 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is this in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis notin order. The 
gentleman from New Jersey is not speaking 
under the rules. 

Mr. HILL. Well, sir, the quotation I will 
again repeat—— Tays 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair again calls 
the gentleman to order. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I mustsay that the gen- 
tlemen on this side of the tariff question are very 
generous. Mr. Chairman, I say that I have 
dealt fairlyand candidly with this House. I say 
that the extract from my speech was garbled, 
not by the gentleman from New Jersey, though 
he says in his speech that he got it from the 
Globe; but he admits to me that he took it as 
it was sent to him by the iron- masters. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Chairman, is this in 
order? 

The CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I am discussing the 
cost of pig iron. [Laughter.] The piggiest- 
headed pig knows that all iron is made of pig 


It is not in order. 


iron.. - . 
i. Mr. HILL. The extract which I read was 


taken from the gentleman’s speech. He stated 


‘i distinctly —— 


.Mr. STEVENSON. I call the gentleman to 
order. : He cannot speak in. my time unless he 
answers my question. 

Mr. COVODE. To end this I move that 
the committee rise. Ls 

Mr. STEVENSON. The gentleman has not 
the floor for that purpose. lwant to talk about 
the cost of pig iron. This Lehigh Iron Manu- 
facturing Company—— ; . 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to. a: question of 
order. {insist that the gentleman shall not 
enter upon a discussion of pig iron in debating 
this question. 2 
- Mr. STEVENSON. Does the Chair rule 
that I cannot discuss the cost of pig iron in 


‘connection with the cost of the class of iron 


embraced in the pending paragraph ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so rales. And 
‘the Chair begs tostate in addition that the gen- 
tleman’s time has expired. The: gentleman 


from Pennsylvania [ ir. KELLEY } is recognized 


by the Chair. -. a 
Mr. KELLEY.. Mr. Chairman, I desire to 


committee. I believe we are at. lines three 


rty. - x < 
Mr. STEVENSON. What isthe motion? 
Mr: KELLEY. And the gentleman from 


(Ohio, [Mr. Srevenson,} who inquires what is 
-the motion, has moved 
-from 1} cents to 2 cents a pound. I rise to op- 


to increase the duty 


pose that. amendment, and to suggest that if 
the committee will consider what the Commit- 
teeof Ways and Means have reported I believe 


-they will adopt it as it stands inthe bill. And 


for once Iam happy to be able to say that Penn- 
sylvania is a disinterested party. J rise to-plead 
the cause of New England: ial 
Mr. STEVENSON. Irise to a question of 
order. ae 
Mr. KELLEY. I am not out of order. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I want to make my 


: point of order to the Chair, not to the gentle- 


' man. 


My point of orderis that the gentleman 


` is not discussing the pending motion. 


Pa] 
5i 


‘| well taken. 


A: 
| 


ii hear the next sentence you will agree with 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘The point of order is 
[ Langhter. } 
Mr. KELLEY. I think not, and if you will 


me, 


1870. 
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Mr, STEVENSON. The gentleman is not 
discussing the question now. 

Mr. KÉ 
tion of wire rods five sixteenths of an inchdiam- 
eter or square, as they are designated in the bill, 
and wire rods of any other dimensions, and 
they are named in the paragraph under discus- 
sion to which the gentleman offered his amend- 
ment, and if that is not in order, I ask the 
Chair or the gentleman from Ohio to tell me 
what would be. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is entirely in order. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
Age—which I have had occasion to cite more 
than once—the issue of April 21, 1870, with the 


I hold in my hand the Iron | 


prices-current for iron, and I find that the price - 


of wire rods five sixteenths of au inch was 3105 
per ton, and iron rods three sixteentks of an 
inch was $120 per ton, and I rose for the pur- 
pose of calling the attention of the committee 
to the fact that if they will take their pencils 
in hand and calculate the rate proposed by the 
committee in the paragraph under discussion 
and the next paragraph they will find that it 
proposes a duty of precisely 35 per cent., which 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] to- 
day proposed as a fair duty upon such articles. 

Mr. COX. No; Idid not propose it as a 
fair duty. 


Mr. KELLEY. A duty on rods and wire rods . 
less than five sixteenths of an inch diameter ; 


or square of 1} cents per pound gives you, as 
calculated by the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Stevens, ] a little over 85 per cent. 
The duty in the next paragraph on all sizes of 
oval, half-oval, and half-round iron, 1} cents 
per pound, is.a little under 35 per cent. 
that the average duty is precisely 35 per cent. 
on these advanced articles of iron; and I op- 
pose the amendment of the gentleman from 
the Cincinnati district of Ohio to raise them 
to 2 cents a pound. I ask the committee to 
stand by the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means and fix them at 35 per cent., and 
not raise them. I conclude by remarking that 
I think the eloquence, the fervid and burning 
eloquence of the gentleman from Ohio misled 

‘the Chair when he ruled that I waa not in order 
in speaking of wire rods. À 


r. STEVENSON, I call the gentleman | 
to order. He has no right to discuss the ruling | 


of the Chair. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desireg tọ 
inform the gentleman from Pennsylvania that | 
he did not so rule. His ruling had reference to ! 


the remarks of the gentleman in relation to 
Pennsylvania-and New England. f 

Mr. KELLEY. I beg the Chair’s pardon. 

Mr. STEVENSON. That was all he had 
said when he was called to order. | | 

Mr. COX. I renew the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has not been with- 
drawn. 

Mr. STEVENSON. If the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania objects to my amendment I will 
withdraw it. i ; 

Mr. SCHENCK. No, I object; let us vote 
on it. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I was not. serious in 
my motion. It was merely pro forma. But 
if the gentleman insists on it let a vote be 
taken. D 
. The question was taken on Mr. STEVENSON’ S 
amendment, and it was rejected. l 

Mr. LOGAN. I now move to amend the 

amendment by striking out *1} cents per 
pound,” and inserting ‘‘35 per cent. ad valo- 
rem.” Thatis the amount the Committee of 
Ways and Means seem to think it should come 
in at. Now, Ido not intend to detain the com- 
mittee long, because I am tired of this diseus- 
sion ; but I want to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to-one thing, and that is the mistake 
that the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means charged upon me when he made 
his remarks on the other paragraph. He said 
that I had made a mistake when I said that 
this oval iron of all these sizes was before 
among the unenumerated articles at 35 per 
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cent. ad valorem. Iu paragraph five hundred 
and twenty of the law as it now stands I find 


LLEY. Iam discussing the ques- | the words, “ round, less than three fourths of 
' an inch or more than two inches in diameter, 


- 1} cents per pound.” And unless it isincluded 


i; ing to the definition of it given by the chairman 


So 


in the word ‘“‘ round,” and it cannot be accord- 


of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. 
ScHeEnck,] it is included in paragraph num- : 
bered five hundred and eizh 
reads, “On all manufactures of iron not- 
otherwise provided for, 35 per cent. ad valo- | 
rem.’ That is the clause under which these : 
ovals and half ovals and half rounds are enu- | 
merated in the present law. The gentleman | 
attempted to set me right, as he said, like į 
8 schoolmaster correcting a pupil. I accept | 
his correction, and itis all right, I suppose. 
Now, my proposition is to put this exactly | 
where it is under the present law, at 35 per 
cent. ad valorem. Ihave here the report of 
the Special Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
which sustains what I have stated: “On all sizes 
of oval, half-oval, and half-round iron, 35 per 
cent. ad valorem.’’ That is the tariff under | 


ty-four, which |: 


` ton.” 


that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] 
has no right, in the debate upon this amend- 
ment, to discuss the gentleman from Pennsyi- 
vania, [Mr. KELLEY. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
gentleman from New York is wandering a 
little. . 

Mr. COX. I feel as if I were wandering in 
forbidden paths, and Iwillsitdown. [Laugh- 
ter. ] -> 

The question being taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Loan, it was not agreed to; there 
being—ayes 56, noes 68. 

The question recurred on the amendnient of 
Mr. Lyncn. ` 

Mr. BURCHARD. I move to amend the 
amendment so as to strike out all the pending 


' paragraph which specifies the rate of duty and 


to insert in lieu thereof the words ‘‘$80 per 
This amendment corresponds with the 


amendment adopted in the paragraph relating 
| to bar iron, the duty on which was changed 


: from 1 cent a pound to $20a ton. 


the present law. _ The change proposed by the :: 


Committee of Ways and Means is a change 


, which puts this iron in a classification where 


it is not in the present law. The gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania [ Mr. KELLEY] says the duty 
as they propose it now is 35 per cent. ad valo- 
rem. Then, as that is the old standard, I pro- 
pose that we shall adopt it here. 
Mr. COX. Irise to oppose the amendment, 
and will say only a gerd oF two upon it. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Kenney] 


states that to-day, when I proposed an amend- :' 


‘| ment in regard to bar iron, that the duty upon 


i that 35 per cent. ad valorem, when you add | 
i to it cost of transportation, difference of ex- | 


: come into the hands of the consumers, is a | 
| tax upon the people of the. United States which | 


| Change, difference in premium and importers’ | 


| of the Committee of 
| Scnencx] gets up here, and in his peculiar style 


‘tleman from Tennessee [Mr. MAYNARD 


it should not be more than 85 per cent. ad 
valorem. I said that I thought it was a fair 
duty. Now, I never expressed myself in that 
manner ; I never had any such intention. I 


ton to $30 per ton, 


i The 
: mended a reduction of $2 per ton. 


The present 
duty upon this class of rods is 14 cents per 
pound, If thisamendmentbe adopted wo make 
a corresponding reduction from $33 60 per 
The Committee of the 
Whole have reduced the duty on pig iron to $5 
a ton, areduction of $4 upon the existing rate. 

Committee of Wa s and Means recom- 
Then, in- 
stead of making in this paragraph an advance 


- of 25 cents per hundred pounds, as proposed by 
: the bill in its present form, we ought to make 


a reduction corresponding to that which has 
been made on pig iron. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Trise to a point of 
order. It was ruled as against myself that we 


_ could not discuss pig iron ; and I object to any- 


made that motion because I could make no i 


other motionhere. Iama free-trader. I believe | 
thatunder the Constitution all tariffs except for 
revenue should be abolished; and. because I 


, cannot get what I want in. this bill, by having 
i! it brought down to a fair, decent tariff, I am 
: willing to join hands with any gentleman here 


for the purpase.of bringing it down at least to 
within respectable stealing rates.. In the old 


' tariff 35 per cent. ad valorem was the limit as 


to all other kinds of iron ; that is that it should 
uot be lessthan that.. Now,I proposed that it 
should not be more than 35 per cent. ad valo- 
rem; that is as to the bar iron to which I 
proposed my amendment. I do not wish to 
be reported here by the gentleman. as saying j 
that I thought it was a fair duty... I thin 


i 


profits, down to the point where these articles | 


makes iron. dearer than it ought to be, I | 
cannot for the life of me understand that a | 
dear commodity can be a. blessing or that a | 
cheap commodity can, be a misfortune. And | 
yet every. once, in a while we are lectured | 
by. gentlemen upon that: subject. When we 
cipher this. matter down, ard show how. much 
these things cost our people, the chairman 
aysand Means [Mr. 


and manner, tells‘us that we are all wrong. 
When we in a modest, way have shown that 
two and two make four-he gets up and-swears 
that they make only three ; the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] gets up and as- 
serts that two and two make five ; and the gen- 
is 

ositive that two and two really make six. 
‘Laughter. ] : 

Mr. STEVENSON. I rise to a point of 
order, 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 


body else discussing it. te 
Mr. BURCHARD.: I am not discussing pig 
iron. Jam discussing rods and wire rods. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point. of order. holes ; 
Mr. STEVENSON. Iam very glad of it. 
Mr. BURCHARD. - I presume the gentle- 
man has made his point as a matter of sport. 
Mr. STEVENSON, Oh! no, sir; I am in 


' earnest; but I am very glad to hear the ruling 


which the Chair has just made. I think it is 


right. : iid ' 
| Siir. BURCHARD. ‘I have said all that I 


| desire to say in regard to my proposition. 


It 
seems to me it mast commend itself to the 


: approval of the Committee of the Whole. It 


; is in accord with the amendments already 


i 


state his point of order. — . TE 
Mr. STEVENSON. . My .point of order is 


adopted which have taken the ton as the 
standard. We have not in any case adopted 
as arate of duty so much per poand on any 


t kind of iron. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I do not appreciate the 
force of the argument made by the gentleman 
who has just taken his seat, that because the 
duty is fixed per ‘pound upon.the larger and 
‘coarser kinds of iron we must follow out that 
standard to the end upon all articles made of 
iron. By and by we shall come to screws and 
various other things. .— 

: Mr. BURCHARD. Th 
the ton, while rods are. . . . . 

Mr. SCHENCK. Not often, Ithink. I wags 
jast going to remark that rods and wire rods, 
oval, half-oval, and halfround iron, are sold 
more often by the pound than bythe ton. We 
but follow the rule of the trade in patting the 
tariff on them according tothe denomination 
of weight used in the trade. Now, sir, in re- 
gard to the paragraph itself, while Í think this 
amendment fixing the duty at $80 per ton 
should not be adopted, I am. not at all sure 
that the-amendment to fix the duty at 14 cents 

er pound ought not to prevail. Now that we 
have adjusted the classification and substituted — 
specific duties for ad valorem, so as to afford 
a greater security against fraud, it strikes me 
the duty may very well be 1} cents per pound 
instead: of 13 cents. _ I trust the amendment 
of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. BURCHARD] 
will be voted down; but I confess that I for 


ey are never sold by 
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one shall not be: disappointed if the proposi- 
tion to reduce the rate from 1} to 1} cents 
should prevail. I thought 1} cents was not 
enough, but I do not think 14 will be too low, 
with this amended classification. 


Mr. BECK. I desire to ask the gentleman a. 


question. What is the present cost perton in 
England or the United States, in gold, on this 
class of iron? I have not the means of ascer- 
taining it here. 


Mr. SCHENCK. One hundred and five | 


dollars and one hundred and twenty dollars ; 
so they are quoted upon their arrival here. 

Mr. BECK. The table I have says $75. I 
think the gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. KELLEY. I quoted the market price. 

Mr. BECK. I want the facts from better 
authority than that cited by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 
from the gentleman who has the floor. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. There is na 
classification which shows it under the present 


tariff. 

Mr. SCHENCK. If the gentleman multi- 
plies 2,240 by 2}, he will get the price of one 
class. The difference, I am.told, depends 
upon whether the iron is puddled or not, or 
whether it is Swedish iron or not. The aver- 
age is not so high as quoted by my friend from 
Pennsylvania. As I understand he quotes the 


market price in this country, and the market | 


price in currency and not in gold. 
Mr. 


heard I suppose I must move an amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment 
is in order, and debate is exhausted. on the 
pending amendments. ` i 
Mr. B 
amendment. 7 
Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I object. 
The question then recurred on Mr. Bur- 
ouaRD’s amendment to the amendment. 


The committee diyided; and there were—. 


ayes 55, noes 58. ae 

Mr. STEVENSON demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Burcuarp and 
Mr. NEGLEY were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 67, noes 72, : 

‘So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I propose an 
amendment to make it $31 a ton. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, let us look at this amendment. Let 
us understand it. -The bill starts with propos- 
ing—— : 


Mr. HOAR. I rise to a question of order. : 


‘ The form in which this amendment is proposed 


does not ntakeit in order until the paragraph has | 


been perfected. 


The CHAIRMAN. There is no motion, 


pending to perfect the paragraph. `. 
Mr. HOAR. Yes, sir; to make it 1} cents 
per pound. Now, the paragraph fixes the duty 


I want to hear what itis | 


BROOKS, of New York. I wish to` 
understand this question, but in order to be | 


URCHARD. I will withdraw my | 


by the pound, and the amendment now pend- 
ing, in, order to perfect the paragraph, pro-. 


poses to strike out 1} cents per pound and to | 


insert 1} cents per pound; but the gentleman 
from New York moves to strike out 14 cents 
per pound and insert $81 per toù. My point 
of order is that the yoain cannot be put on 


that amendment until the other has been nega-. 


tived. ; on eS 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 


the point is well taken. | 


The question then recurred on Mr. LYNOR’ $ 


and to insert ‘‘ 1} cents per pound.” 
The amendment was agreed to., 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York.. That is too 
high, and y propone to make it $31 per ton. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a point of order, 
that the gentleman cannot move to strike out 
what the committee have inserted. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York, 


I will not 


insist upon the amendment, merely stating that į 
the gentleman from Ohio has backed out from | 


his own proposition. 
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The Clerk read as follows : 


On all sizesof oval, half-oval, and 
1} cents per pound. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move an amendment to 
make it correspond with the preceding para- 
graph. In line three hundred and forty-one 
eke out the words ‘‘all sizes of” and insert 
é‘ rods and wire rods,” and in the same line, 
after the word ‘‘iron,” insert ‘‘ not less than 
five sixteenths of an inch diameter or square ;”” 
so it will read: l l 


On rods and wire rods, oval, half-oval, and ‘half- 
round iron, not less than five-sixteenths of an inch 
diameter or square, 1 cents per pound. : 


The amendment was agreed to. 
‘The Clerk read as follows: ` 


On all sizes of flat, hoop, band, strip, scalp, tube, 
and scroll iron, thinner than n 
than No. 14. wire gauge, l+ cents per pound ; thin- 
ner than No. 14 wire gauge, 1? cents per pound. 


half-round iron, 


Mr. ALLISON. I move to strike that par- |) 


agraph out. The effect, whatever the object 
may have been, of this paragraph is to make 
a new classification between No. 5.and No. 14 
wire gauge, and from No. 14 to No. 20 wire 
gauge, and to increase the duty on each class. 
T trust there will be no increase of duty.on 
this iron. If the paragraph is stricken. out 
the law will remain as it now is, without any 
increase or any reduction. I trust no increase 
will be made. I do not myself propose any 
reduction on this class of iron. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I rise to oppose the 
amendment. I hope there will be no hole left 
in.the bill when it is passed. I hope it willbe 


in such a state that a man on reading it can. 


understand what ig meant without having to 
turn back to some other law. It is sufficiently 
difficult and complicated as itis. I think the 
gentleman from lowa ought to move an amend- 
ment declaring 
desires to have it, instead of leaving a hole in 
the bill, as he proposes, for people to fall into. 

Mr. ALLISON. Iam afraid there will be 
a great many holes left after we pass this bill. 
This only ‘provides for particular -classes of 
iron, 
tures of iron. I desire to leave this ‘‘flat, 
hoop, band, strip, scalp, tube, and scroll iron” 
just ag it is in the law now. . 

Mr. STEVENSON. -I do not think that that 
is a good answer. If already there are many 
holes in-the bill we should not make another, 
go as to render it still more holy or unholy 
than it is, I now yield to the gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. HILL] the balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL. I wish to answer the question 
addressed to me a few minutes ago by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Srevenson.] I did 
not desire to charge the gentleman from Obio 


with intentionally misrepresenting the Lehigh ` 


Crane Iron Works, neither did I garble his 
speech, but took the extract, just as found in 
the Globe, and'as my attention was directed. to. 
it by the enmpany, and whi 
incortect. This.was what. 

short time ago when I was interrupted. 


The CHAIRMAN. | Debate is exhausted on, 


the pending motion. | OAE 
r (. 1 renew it. © 


Mr. CONGER. I risetoa point of order. 


I understand the rule to be that two gentlemen ` 


can speak on an amendment. I submit that 


two gentlemen have not as yet spoken on this. 


uestion. : Patt Ns Fen A 
“The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 


q 


Towa [Mr, ALLISon] moved to strike out, The 


amendment to strike out ‘‘ IẸ cents per pound’’ || gentleman frorn Ohio [Mr. Srereueor |. op- 


posed the motion. Gentlemen have spoken on 
the two sides of the question. 

Mr. CONGER. I submit 
two gentlemen who were last on the floor has 
spoken on tho qacaon, a 
na ÇHAIR AN. That 
ate. “7 i 

.Mr, COX. I move to amend so as to makè 
the rate 1 cent per pound, for the purpose of 


distinctly the rate of duty as he. 


and does not comprehend all manufac-. 


p they stated was. 
desired to saya. 


that neither of the. 


No. 5and not thinner |; 


point is made too | 


inquiring of the gentleman from. Iowa what | 


would be the ad valorem duty on this species ` 


of iroy if this paragraph were struck out. 


| Mr.. ALLISON. I cannot give the gentle- 


i the Committee of Ways and Means. 


| as this will in this case. 


i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 


! manufacture of this species of iron, 


man precisely the ad valorem duty. I will 
only say, in reply to his question, that I know 
of no manufactured iron which under the 
existing law pays less than 57 per cent. A 
few of the higher classes may pay less, but I 
speak now of the mass of the imports. 

Mr. COX. I would inquire, then, of the gen- 
tleman how much this paragraph will raise the 
existing tariff, or does it increase the tariff? 

Mr. ALLISON. Under the existing law 
this class of iron, not less than No. 20 wire 


| gauge, pays 1} cents per pound. In this bill ` 


there is introduced a new classification, above 
and below No. 14 wire gauge; so that by this 
bill all between No. 14 and No. 20 wire gauge 
pay an additional duty of one quarter cent per 
pound, At presentall under No. 20 wire gauge 
pay 1} cents, and all above No. 20 pay 1} 
cents. 

Mr. COX. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man another question, as I am rot very famil- 
iar with this subject, not being a member of 
This par- 
agraph refers to ‘‘all sizes of flat, hoop, band, 
strip, scalp, tube, and scroll iron.” Is itin- 
tended to include in this the wire which enters 
into the hoop-skirt business? Is thatthe kind’ 
of t‘ hoop” which is here referred to? i 

Mr. ALLISON. I should think that hoop- 
skirts would not come in as below No. 14 wire: 
gauge. They might, perhaps, come in below 
No. 20, or between No. 20 and No. 25, and ` 
would certainly under this bill have to pay 1} 
cents per pound. Under the existing law they 
would pay 1} cents or 14 cents. 

Mr. COX. Well, I think the gentleman 
from Iowa can sustain my amendment, then, 
It cuts it down to 1 cent... . 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not suppose they use. 
iron at all for that purpose, but rather steel. | 
I am not familiar with that subject. 

The question was put on Mr. Cox's amend- 
ment; and there were—ayes forty-one, noes 
not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
strike out “three fourths’’ and insert ‘‘ five 
eighths.”’ Mr. Chairman, I believe it is gen- 
erally admitted now upon all sides that the 
majority in this House do not intend to increase | 
the duties on iron. Here is an increase, and. 
an increase on an article of iran the consump- 
tion of which is most widely diffused. And the: 
principle being settled that we want to raise 


„revenue by the tariff, it should also be settled 


that we will not impose those rates of. duty 
which. will -practically amount to prohibition, 
Now, let me call the 
attention of the committee to the class of iron 
on which it is proposed to increase the duty 
here. It is that class of hoop iron which enters 
into the hooping of wooden pails, wash-tubs,, 
firkins, whisky and oil barrels, paint kegs, an 
all: that class af widely-diffused manufactures. 
The proposition here is to raise the duty.on 
that class of iron from 1} cents per pound to 
1} cents per pound. l ; 
The duty on this species of iron is now 
enormous. The increase from 1860. is very 
great. The present duty in gold on half inc 
is 136 per cent., on three fourths inch is 196. 
per cent., on seven eighths inch is 212 per 
cent., and on one to two inches 230 per cent. 
The Committee of Ways and Means propose 
to increase it so. that it shall be on half inch 
171 per cent., on three fourths inch 315 per 
cent., on seven eighths inch 387 per cent., and 
on one to two inches 362 per cent. That is 
the advance proposed in -this bill, calculating 
the premium on gold at 20 per cent. Now, 
this is prohibition. It is not. revenue; 1t 18 
prohibition. This is creating a hot-bed for the 
reducing 
the revenue and giving somebody enormous 
bounties to produce this classofiron. I coul 
not say more if Í spoke an hour on the subject 
than submit these facts to the Hoase, and I 


ii give notice now that I intend if it is proposed 


1870. : 


to this paragraph to beve.e close and 
ere divmion of the House, end I hope the 
reporters will note who between the tell- | 
ers. My proposition is 
graph there shall be no duty above 
cent. ad valoren. i 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, the prop- 
osition here is to introduce two classes instead 
of three upon this hoopiron. There are three 
rates of duty now—1} cents per po cent 
and 1} cents. The gentleman is wrong 10 his 
first statement, that it i . 
cents to 1} cents. There is such arate now at 
1! cents per pound. But the gentleman par- 
ticalarly insista upon it that the present rate of | 
duty runs up into the hundreds per cent, This 
is a part of those loose statemeuts to which this 
House is continually treated. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I have bet- 
ter authority than the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, I have nothing in 
the world except the returns from the Treasury 
Department, made up from the returns and 
invoices in the custom-houses. Somebody or 
other farnishes free-trade docaments which are 
considered a better and higher authority. We 
aretold in grandiloquent words how much higher 


the authority is; but somehow or other the au- 


thority is not produced. Here isa report made 
at Mr. Wells’s office, the Statistical Bureau, by 
his assistant, Mr. Walker, and made u 
the returns from the custom- houses, and these 
three rates are 65 and a fraction per cent., 71 
and a fraction per cent., and 57 and a fraction 


per cent., redaced to the ad valorem standard | 


from the custom-house returas. Sir, I am 


tired of hearing of this higher and better au- | 
' and classifications are so confused and so con- ; 


thority that somebody has in his pocket or in 
his desk, obtained from somebody that imports 


iron, sent on from New York to serve a pur- | 
, some free-trade document. Heaven .: 
There is the return ; 


oaly knows what it is! 
from the cnstom-houses digested, analyzed, 
reduced to shape, and reported to us as a pub- 
lic document, and I hold that it is somewhat 
of an authority to be relied upon. That is the 
authority that is continually met by these broad 
S opiki assertions that there is some other 
and bigger authority behind which gentlemen 
place themselves. A while ago the gentleman 
said it was the custom-bouse that told him 
80. 
custom-house talking. [Laughter.} It may be 
that he meant that the collector told him so; 
but he did not say that; or it may be that 
he meant that the appraiser or depaty collec- 
tor told him so; but that was not what he 


said; or it may be that he meant that the in- | 
spectors told him so; but he did not say that | 


even. 

Sir, I hold here in my hand what the custom- | 
house has really told, in the only way in which ` 
a custom-house can tell anything, by the regu- | 
ay, and month by | 
month, classified and arranged and digested | 
and prepared, and then reported to us from the | 
Treasury Department, And instead of run- | 
ning the duty up into the hundreds of per cent., | 


lar returns made day by 


as the gentleman says, they reach very little 
above the half of one hundred. 

The change made here by this bill is to leave 
out of this paragraph all iron wire larger than 
No. 5 wire-gauge standard, and it remains, I 
suppose, under the duty of 1} cents per pound. 
That which is thinner than No. 5 wire-gauge 
standard, and not thinner than No. 14, is put 
at 1} cents per pound; and all that which is 
thinner than No. 14 wire-gange standard iş 
put at 1} cents per pound. I do not myself 

now what are these measurements by num- 
hers of wire-gange standard when reduced to 
inches and fractions of inches. Wire of No. 
1 wire-gange standard, as exhibited to us in 
the room of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
I should say was about as large as a common 
wooden lead pencil. From that it rans down 
to No. 24, the highest number being for the 
smallest wire. The thickest wire is at the low- 


that under this para- |; 
100 per | m 


und, 14 cents — 


s a change from l} 


from |! 


That is the first time I ever heard of a ' 


t 


eat and the-thianess wire at the highest 
rate of duty. 

Here the hammer fell.) 
The question was upon the amendment 
oved by Mr. Brooxs of New York. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
draw my amendment, if there be no objection. 


No objection was made ; and the amendment . 


was accordingly withdrawn. 

The question recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. ALLIson, t6 strike out the paragraph. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. move to 
amend the paragraph before the question is 
taken upon the motion to strike out, by adding 
to it the following: 


Provided, Tha under this paragraph no rate of 
duty shalt be collected over 100 per cent. ad valorem. 


I will with- 


i 


Now, I will. ask the chairman of the Com- ` 


<: mittee of Ways and Means {Mr. Scnencx] if 


he will accept that proposition ? 


Mr. SCHENCK. No; there is no such duty :' 


imposed or intended to be. This proposition 


of the gentleman’sis merely intended asa sort | 


ofslur upon the Committee of Ways and Means, 
for nobody ever thought of imposing a daty of 


over 100 per cent. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Then why 


' derstand the trick. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. It is intend- 
‘| ed in good faith, There is a question of vera- 


| city between the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
ScuEnck] and myself. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Not atall; it is between 
i the gentleman and the Treasury Department. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. These returns 


| founded that [bringing his hand down heavily 
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on the desk] the devil himself could not. un- 
derstand them. [Laughter. i 

Nr. STEVENSON. I call the gentleman 
to order. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York, I tell the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scueycx] that he 
may talk of slurs and free-traders, and yet he 
is willing euough to gather information from 
the iron-mongers of the country. But when I 
present him with the equally good authority of 
‘importers of the highest elasses of iron, not of 

one only but of twenty of them who have made 
out these tables, he talks about slurs and about 
free-traders and free-trade Democracy. 
Now, I have put him to the test in.good faith. 
; There is no harm in my proposition to restrict 
the duty to 100 per cent. ad valorem. If he 
believes itisnot more than that he will not get off 
' by saying that it is aslur. But he should accept 
the proposition and put it in the law, and thus 
put me and my indorsers to the blush if it is 
not true. I do not make propositions like 
this as slurs. I make them because I aver, 
not upon my own authority, but upon the au- 
thority of experts, that in this classification of 
iron the duty is over and over again more than 
. 100 per cent. ad valorem. [ challenge the 


not say s0? E. _ gentleman to go on the record and assent to 
Mr. SCHENCK. Itis a mere trick; I un- 


this amendment, 
Mr. SCHENCK. Will the gentleman allow 
me a single moment? l 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Certainly. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I submit a few statistics 
from the official report of the Deputy Special 
i Commissioner of the Revenue in charge of the 
' Bureau of Statistics, Treasury Department. If 
these figures do not demolish the gentleman's 
pre rendei “authority” I do not know what 
i will. 


5 2s 
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Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Those official 
reports—I have studied them—do not throw 
any light on this subject; for in this bill we have 
an ingenious classification made for the pur- 
pose of throwing dust in the eyes of those who 
are not conversant with these subjects. No 
returns have been made to the Treasury Depart- 


ment under this classification. The gentleman. 


proposes in this bill a new classification, and 


then offers me, as bearing on the subject, an- 


official document embracing returns made 
under an entirely different classification. We 
have had that sort of argument very often in 
this debate. 

Mr. SCHENCK. And the argument from 
official figures will be very often repeated. The 
gentleman from New York having concluded, 

hope there will now be unanimous consent, 
that debate on this paragraph shall termi- 
nate. 

Mr. BUCK. I object. nee 

Mr. HOLMAN. I movetoamend theamend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York by 
striking out ‘100 and inserting ‘‘50,”’ so as 


to provide that the duty shall not exceed 50 
per cent. ak ; 


H 
` 87,978 59; 57% | 
l 4 


On the amendment there were—ayes 44, 
noes 67; no quorum voting. — 

Tellers, were ordered ; and Mr. HOLMAN and 
Mr. Beaman were appointed. Gee. ne 
The committee divided;-and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 51, noes 71. l 

So the amendment to 
not agreed to. 0 0 o a 

Mr. KERR. I moye to amend the amend-- 
ment so as to insert “75 instead of ‘‘ 160.” 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to; there being—ayes forty-three, noes 
not counted. ; act 

Mr. ALLISON. I moveto amend the amend- 
ment by striking out ‘*100” and inserting ‘‘ 60.” 
I make this motion for the purpose of calling 
attention again to the fact that this paragraph 
ought to be struck out, because. the only effect 
of it is to increase the duty. It does not reduce 
the duty upon any class of iron, but introduces 
| a new classification, and also increases the rate. 
| Ido not know whether the gentleman from New 


the amendment was 


| York [Mr. Brooxs] is correct when he says that 
| under this bill certain classes of iron will pay a 


j 
i 


duty of over 100 per cent. Ionlyknow that iron’ 


al which now pays 14 cents per pound will pay 
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under this classification 1$ cents per pound 
an increase of one quarter of a cent. K 

Mr. SCHENOK. I wish the gentlethan 
would show that. Pen u 

Mr. ALLISON. I will show it by stating 
that now all iron under No. 20 wire gauge 
pays 1} cents per pound. If this paragraph 
be scores all iron above No. 14 wire gauge 
wi 
the daty on all iron between No. 14 and No. 
20 wite gauge is increase one quarter of à 
cent pet pound, making an in¢rease on sever 
numbérs. 


pays 1} cents a pound. Under this bill all 
iron between No. 8 and No. 14 will pay 14 
cents per pound. ` 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the gentlemen 
will allow me, I will say I nrade an effort once 
while on the Committee of Ways and Means to | 


ascertain what ‘wire gatge’ means, whether |, 
it had relation to the number of diameters in || 


an inch, or what it did mean į but I found that 


no member of the Committee of Ways and |! 


Means and nobody who appearéd before that | 
committee knew. I ĝo not ‘suppose it iy easy’, 
to find out. Lam told from the best fatelli- 
gence I have that it ig utterly arbitrary. No: 
9 wire gauge is about telegraph’ wite Wize: 
Therefore when we duplicate this cldssifita- 
tion we are working pretty fitith'in' thé dark. 
To simplify the classification: is; itr, my judg- 
ment, the best thing we can dé. H is diffiealt. 
to tell whether the new séttiol incteasds or 
decreases the rate of duty. I think al? the 
numbets ihtervening between No. 14 and No. 
20, natnely, six numbers, arè advanced by this 
from 1} cènts to I$ cents. 0o 05t 0 Et 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. MAYNARD. In reply te the sugges: 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio I will say that 
I understand No. 5 wire gauge—— 

Mr. STEVENSON. [ rise to a point of 
order. Is not debate exhausted? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. 

Mr. MAYNARD. No. 5 wire gatige is one 
sixteenth part of an inch, and iron in the bill, 
thin iron, thinner than No. 14, is not raised in 
the present law. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am told that No. 11 is 
about the one eighth of an inch. Between No. 
Sand No. 11 there san increase of one quarter 
of a cent per pound. OaE AN de 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: No. 9 wire gauge 


is about one eighth of an ineh; but the number | 


wire gauge has no relation to the number of 
diameters itt an inch, -- 
Mr. MAYNARD. 
iron men. ‘ii o 
Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw my amendment. 
Objection was made. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I move. 


; that (He cbm- 
mittee rige. ON Sg bares 


"The committee divided; aid there Wweye—, 


ayes Senge 64 eaa Sa A 
Mr. STEVENSON demanded tëllëts. 

Tellers were not ordered. >: 0 0, 

' So the cdtnmittee refused tö rise.) 
The question recurred on the ateddmprit of 


Mr. Brors, of New York. to be. relieved, from political, disabilities im-.|; 
„The committee divided; and there were— || p aed by section three of, the fourteenth article | 
ayes 55, noes 64.. eee a ae fers | of: amendments to the Coastitution. =... 
Mr. Brooks, of New York, deuanded tellets. I| By Mr. STRICKLAND: The memorial of", 
_ Tellers apr. gulered 5 edo Chaitman |) A. $. Witherber and 78 others, citizens of `; 
Sppoiiied r, Books, 9 New York, and, Flint, Michigan, opposing the severith section ; 
r, KELLEY, |e gig cua of the funding bil. ea ae 
The committee again divided; andthe telléts | Also, the memoriat of J.-E. fngalls and | 
reported—ayeés 53, noes 67...  ; |) George $. Wheeler, of Menomonee, Nfichigan, | 
So the amendment was rejected. . "| asking.a grant of land to aid in the construc: | 
Mr. BUCK.. In-line. three, hundred gnd, tion of fhe Deer Creek and Marble Quarry i 
forty-seven I move to add the words ‘‘and on |, railroad. a 


iron hoops,and on cotton ties made of hoop 
iron, 1} cents per pound.” © 0 e > 

Mr. STEVENS. . I rise to.a point of order, 
that the amendment is not germane to this 
paragraph, but belongs to a subsequent para- 
gtaph. 


y 12 cents pet pound. In other words, i| 


All iron between one eighth of ati 
inch in thickness and No. 20 wite gauge now - 


Mr. BUCK. I recégnine that fact; but it is 


in the old law. - 
The CHAIRMAN. - The Chair‘sustains the 


oint of order. : 
The question rectirted on Mr. Atuison’s 
motion to’strike ont the paragraph. . 
Thé committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 64, noes 66. —: l es 
Mr. ALLISON demanded’ tellers: 
Tellers were ordered; snd the’ 
appointed Mr. Atisow avd Mr. ARMSTRONG. 
: “The committes again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 72, noes 59. YG 
So the amendment was‘agreed tó. 


i The Clerk read as follows: 
| Qn all sizes of she 
: po ished and not thinner than 


|| 
| 
li 
j 


wiré gauge, 


not including tagger’s iron, L cents per pound. 


Chairman | 


Mr. ALLISON. 1 moveto strike out that || 


patagraph. 


"Me SOHENCK. I move that the commit: ` 
||! tde rise. ` - pe! a. 


was agreed to. 


. The motion 


So the committee ‘rose; and Mr. SCOFIELD 


having taken the chair as the Speaker pro 


Ib is well undérdtodd by |! 


| ing fors 
‘by Mr, 


| tempore, Mr. WHEELER reported that the Com- 
i mittee of : 
_ had, actording to order; had ‘under consider- 


! existing laws relating to the duty on imports, 
‘| and for other purposes; and had come to no 
| resolution thereon. AR EE Bee eS 
| have OR ARSENCE. | 0 
| "eave of absence was granted, by uneninious 
! consent, to. Mr. HAWLEY for to-morrow. 

' „And then, om motion of Mr., HOOPER, of 
| Massachusetts, {ai ten o'clock p. m.,) the 
House adjourned. 


[3 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &e:, were tresented 
-under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 
By Mr. COX: The petition of Rosannah 
Allison, for a pension. 
By Mr. HOAR: Tho- petition of. Nathan T. 
Revere, for bounties. OE 
Ji. By Mr., HOLMAN: The petition of Lot 
North, fór relief on account.of the robbery of 
the post office at Patriot, Indiana. 
By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Mrs. 
‘Sarah Armstrong, of Benton, Tennessee, widow 


by a band of guerrillas on the 29th. of Novem: 
| Ber, 1864, while in the discharge of his duty, 
praying for a pension. 


villes: Tennessee, a blind. -beggar who lost his 


war, and who fost, 


franklin, Tennesseé, December 18, 1864, pray- 
pénsion. i 
RICH: 


Rogers, af Hancock county, Georgia, asking 


J| Also, the memorial, 
|| opposing any repeal of the duties on lumber, - 

_ Also, the memorial of, W, Q. Taylor and 
others, of Tawas City, Michigan, opposing any, 
repeal of the duties on lumber. 


the Whole on the state of the Union 


Also, the petition of Thomas Smith, of Knox- | 


sight while in the wagon service during the, 
his senigr, unmarried son, 
private company, K, tenth regiment ‘Tennessee. 
cayale volunteers, who was slain, in battle at. 


est of plåto iton not tated dr. || 
No. 24 
sents per poutids thinner tlian No. 24 wire gauge, | 


ation the state of the Union generally, and par- || 
ticularly the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend | 


of Captaia Baker Armstrong, tenth regiment | 
“Tennessee. cavalry volunteers, who was killed : 


Whe petitigit of James H. | 3 
| which was referred to the Committee on Ine 
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Also, the memorial of A. Gould and others, 
of the city of Owasso, Michigan, opposing the 
passage of the seventh section of the funding 
bill. ‘ i 

Also, the memorial of J. C. Goodale and 25 
others, citizens of Chessaning, Michigan, op- 
posing a change of the line of the Jackson, 


| Lansing, and Saginaw railroad. 


By Mr. SWANN: The petition of G. W. 
Ward, W. R. Riddle, Tabott Denmead, Alex- 
ander Brown, and 200 others, citizens and firms 


| of the city of Baltimore, against the coercive 
i feature of the funding bill in relation to the 


national banks. __ 

By Mr. WELKER: The petition of John 
F. Hudson and 69 others, citizens of Holmes 
county, Ohio, asking that the duty on tea and 
coffee be abolished and the duty on sugar and 
molasses greatly reduced. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepxespay, April 27, 1870. 


Prayer, by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 


| MAN, 


The Journal. of yesterday was read and 
approved. ... a s , 
, . . NOUSẸ BILLS REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. No: 902) limiting the appoint- 
ment of certain officers in the Treasury Depart- 


|. hert was read twice by’ its title, and referred 
| to the Committee on Retrenchment. ` 


"The following joint resolutions were sever- 
ally read twice by their tities, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affaire : 

A joint resolution (Hi R. Nö: 267) in rela- 
tion: to the burial-place. for the remains of 
General John’ A. Rawliwejand (°° 0O 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 268): direct: 
ing the Secretary of War td' deliver certain’ 
condemned éaniitn to the Ladies’ Monument 

Association of Peoria, Tlnois. aren 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. — 


. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
lay before the Senate the report: of:the Second 
Auditor of the Treasury, communicating, in 
obedience to lew, copies of all accounts which 
have been received at that.office from persons 


' charged or intrasted with the disbursement 


| or application of moneys, goods, or effects of 
‘any kind for the benefit of :the Indians; from 
| July 1, 1868 to Jane 80, 1869; whieh will be 


' referred to the: Committee on Indian Affairs. 


© charged oh, 


The document is so- bulky that thé Chair will 

not propose its printing unless the committee 

desire ite 0e oa oe HAYS TO 
' > PETITIONS: AND MBMORIALS. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of V. 
J. Tobias, of Charleston, Sonth Carolina pray- 
iig the removal of his political disabilities; 
whieh was referred tb the select Committee on 
the Removal of. Political Disabilities. 

Mr. ROSS presented a petition of citizens 
of Cherokee county, Kansas, ravibe for such 
action as will protect cattle-dealers from the 
payment of tax levied upon them by the ya“ 


se y É 


rious Indian tribes in the Indian territory; 


dian Affairs. 0 0 ede tates, 
Mr. SCOTT présente the Late of Ed- 
mind Blanchard, executor of the estate ‘of 
‘Captain Evan M. Buchanan, deceased, pray- 
ing that the estate may be released from the 
payment of.a certain amount’ now ‘standing 
oh the books of the Treasury Depart: 
ment against Evan M, Buchavan ás commis: 
sary -of subsistence; Which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. rs Ae 
“Mr. BOREMAN presented the. petitivns of 


ted Clon! eat Charles A, Tackett, Stafford county, Virginia ; 
of ©. H, Whittemore |: 


and 31 others, citizens of Tawas, Michigan, | 


j! 
i 
| 


of John H. Austin, Rockingham county, Vir- 
ginia, and’of John E. Roller, Rockingham 
county, Vitginia, praying the removal of their 
political disabilities; which was referred to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. a ; 


1870. 


i `. REPORTS OF: COMMITTED. |- > > 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instricted by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re- 
ferred a joint resolution (S. R. No. 48) to refer 
the claim of the administrator of the estate of | 
Captain John Davis, deceased, to the Court of | 


Clai ort it adversely. The committee ; 
raan apc 4 . O. M. Mitchel, deceased, praying for a pen- 


are of opinion that there are no special circum- 
stances in the case which would warrant remit- 
ting the statute of limitations, whichis the point . 
of the joint resolution. I move that it be 
indefinitely postponed. l 
The motion was agreed tò. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instructed by the 
game committee, to whom were referred various 
papers, petitions, and documents respecting 
the remoral of canses in certain cases from the 
State courts to the United States courts, to 
report a bill on that subject. ` 
The bill (8. No. 844) for the rémoval of . 
causes in certain cases from the State courts to | 
the United States courts, and for other pur- | 
poses, was read and passed to asecond reading. - 
Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the memorial of Joseph 
Curry, representing that he was disabled while 
employed as an armorer in the Government 
armory at Harper's Ferry, during the war of | 
1812, asked to be discharged from its further , 
consideration, and that it be referrdd to the | 
Committee on Pensions ; which was agreed to. | 
He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of William Watson, | 
praying for compensation for services as a gol- | 
dier from August 30, 1864, to March 18, 1865, ` 
a period after his term of service had expired, | 
and in the Army and during which he was in 
hospital sick, reported adversely thereon, and . 
asked to be discharged from its farther con- ` 
sideration ; which was agreed to. -> A 
He also, from the same committee, to whom . 
Was referréd the pétition of Peyton 3, Alert- | 
ander, for himself and other heits of Robert | 


R. Minton, deceased, praying compensation | ` 


for forage taken and used by United States 
troops in 1865, reported adversely thereon, | 
and moved that the petitioner have leave to | 
withdraw his petition and papers; which was | 
agreed to. as 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of J. M. Johnson and | 
E. Ann Johnson, executors of H. and W. Elli- 
son, executors of William Ellison, prayi 
be reimbursed for property destroyed by 
ted States troops on April 19, 1865, reported 
adversely thereon and asked to be discharged 


from its further consideration; which was |: 


agreed to. 
He also, 
were referred two petitions of Mary W. D. 


Orme, of Washington, praying for compensa: |: 


tion for property destroyed by Federal soldiers 


during the late war, asked to be discharged |i 
from its further consideration; which was | 


agreed to... 

Mr. RICE. The Committee on the Jutti- | 
ciary, to whom was réferred the amendment | 
of the House of Representatives to the bill 
(S. No. 95) for the sale of the Hot Springs’, 
reservation, in Arkansas, have instructed me 
to report it back with a recommendation that 
the Senate do not concur in the amendment of 
the House, and ask Sor a committee of confer- 
ence. I therefore move that the Senate non- 
concur in the amendment of the House. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator frofa 
Arkansas reports ftom the Committee on the 
Judiciary adversely on the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the Senate bill in 
regard to the sale of the Hot Springs reser- 
vation, in Arkansas, and asks for the appoint- 
ment of a committee of conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of thé two Houses. Is there 
objection? ‘The Chair hears none, and it is so 
ordered. eres 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘Let the Chair appoint 
the committee pf. conference. 


` was referred the 


Gar 


from the sane committee, to whom |. 


The VICH- PRESIDENT ae bite ap- 


pointed Mr. Rice, Mr. EpyoNDs, ahd Mr. Haw- 
1uren of Maryland, as the committee ori the 
‘partof the Sentte. °° * 

Mr. HOWELL, ftom the Comittee on Per- 
sions, to whom was referréd the petition of 
Harriet De Witt Mitchell, datghtet of General 


‘sion, reported a bill (S. No. 845) granting a 


| 
| 


FAR 'CONGRESSION AT, ' GLOBE. 


other bills will be reached to-day raising that 
question. Whenever it suits the convenience 
of the Senate I shall be glad to address some 
remarks to this body upon tho general. propo- 
-eition involved in those bills, and if it will sait 


|| the convenience of the Senate this morning I 
:: Bhould be glad if they would take up the bill 
‘| (S. No. 249) for the settlement of claima. for 


pension to Harriet De Witt Mitchell; which 


was read, and pasvéd to a second reading, 

He alo, from the: same committee, to whom 
tition of Rebecca Shoe- 
maker, widow of Absalom Shoemaker; $ pri- 
vate in company I, twenty-first regiment Ohjo 
volunteers, who died of disease contracted ‘ih 
thé service, reported a Will (3. No, 846) grant- 
ing a pension to Rebetea Shoemaker; which 
was read, and passdd'to the second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 


reports, 0 00 
` Thé VICE PRESIDEN 


was referred thé petition of Peter Toole, pray- 


ing for a pension, asked to be discharged from 
its farther considetation ; whieh was agreed to. 
Mr. SCOTT, from the Oothinitte on Claims 
to whom was referred the dilt (H. R. No. 698 
for the reHef of Dantel K. Wunderlich, of Cham- 
bersburg, Pennsylvania, reported : adversely 
thereon, ahd moved that the bill ‘be indefinitely 
papers! which was a to f 
i t.: MeDONALD. Fhe Committes ‘ob 
Territories, to whom“ was referred the bill 
(8. No. 679) to organive the Territory of Ohls- 
| homa, eonsolidate the Indian tribes under a 
' territorial’ government, and Carry out the pro- 
‘visions of the treaties of 1686 “with certain 
Indian tribes, have directed mé tò report the 
Dill back with sundry amendments attd a report, 
and to ask that the report be printed mtd the 
bill vereferred to the committee. 0 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The eer i 
be ordered ‘to: bë pard ane the bill will be 
recbin mitted to the committee, if ‘there be nt 
objection. “50 P Sbe ioi 15o 0o SFN 
Mr SAWYER; from the Commitee ön PH- 
vate Land Clatins, to whoth was ‘referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 40) to confirm the title of Wit- 
liam M. Garvey to a certain’ tract of Moi, 
reported it without amendment. 7) 
e also, from the 'sam# ‘committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Thomas A. Cook, 
of Alabama, praying the res 


, was agreed to. — PE TEESE 
He also, froù thë sarme committee, to Whom 
i was referréd the pétition of John B. Chapman, 
praying the confirmation of his title to certain 
‘land in Washington Territory, asked to be dis- 


' was agreed to. ` Si 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, from the 
Committee on Patents, tó whom was referred 
‘the petition of Richard M. Hoe, submitted a 
report, accompanied by à bill (8. No. 847) to 
extend the term of letters-patent issued to Rich- 
: ard M. Hoe. T 


zeatio, and the report was ordered to be 
rinte eae eae 


| 
_to whom was referred the joint resolution (Hf. 
: P. Robinson, of Kentucky, and also the peti- 


| order of the Senate on the 3d of February, 
| 1870, have had the same under consideration, 
and have directed me to submit a written 
| report, and to recommend the passagb of the 
| House ‘joint resolution. X wish to say in this 
| connection that the committee Have had under 


eharacter to this, raising the question how far 
_ Congress will compensate loyal owners of prop- 
; erty in the South destroyed during the war or 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘That order will 
be made if there be no objection. — 


| consideration a great many claims of akindred | 


| 


J 


i| the United Statea, and also a bill 


| 


u re 
o VIC 


= Representatives and 


quartermaster’s ‘and commissary stores fur- 
nished to or taken by the United States within 
the Statesin rebellion during the late war, that 
I may address some remarks to the merits of 
‘that bilh: = => 
. Mr. WARNER., I. move that the Senate 
take'up Senate bill No. 249.to allow the Sen- 
ator to submit his remarks. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Before proceeding with 
that T should like to be allowed to make some 


7 If there be no 
‘objection the proposition of the Senator from 
‘Alabama will be regarded as concurred in. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Is it merely for the pur- 
pose of allowing the Senator front Indiana to 
express his views? 

“Mr. PRATT. That is all. 

. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair un- 
derstatids that consent is given to the Senator 
from Indiana to address the Senate upon the 
bill referred tò. by him; but in the mean time 
he yields for niofning business. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee on the 
udiciary,.to whom were referred two Senate 
bills to fix the time for the election of Repre- 
sentatives and Delegates in the Congress of 

rom the 


House of Representatives for the same pur- 

nose, baye instructed me to. report back the 

bill (H. R. No, 1705) to fix the time for the 

eleetion of Representatives and Delegates in 

‘the Congress of the United States, with a 
datjon that it: pass: ——.; 

E PRESIDENT. Jt will be placed 
on the Calenta es l —_ 
Mr. TRUMBULL... I move that the bill(S. 
No. 727).t0 fix, the time for the election. of 
elegates in the Congress 


` of the United States, and the hilt. (S. No. 308) 


restoration to him of ; 
certain propérty sold by the’ United States for | 
direct taxes, sabmitted a report, which was | 
ordered to be printed, ‘and asked to be dis- `- 
_charged‘from its farther consideration ; which | 


charged from its further consideration ; which 


| The bill was tead, and passed to'a #edond |: 


' tion of that lady, refetred to the committee by . 


printed. i The VICE PRESIDENT, Repo 
"Mr. PRATT.: ‘The Comitnittee on Claims, 


i R. No. 224) for the retief of Mrs. Margaret © 
resolution (S; R. 


appropriated and used by the Government. |: 
|. Several bills have been reported, some of them . 
u have been passed over on the Calendar, and |. 


to establish a uniform time for holding elee- 
tions for electors of ,President,and Vice Pres- 
identof the United Statesand Ri presentatives 
in Congress in ‘all the States iy the Union, be 
‘indefinitely postponed.” 0 > 
The motion was agreed to. 9 0O. 

’ Mr. STEWART., I am very anxious that the 
bill (S, No. 810),to enforce the fifteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution; of the Vantaa States 
shall be made a special order. L offered a res- 
olution for that purpose, and J hope the vote 
will be allowed to be taken on that regolution. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator 


| from Nevida.asks unanimous consent to allow 


the proposition submitted by him, to place the 
bill to enforce the fifteenth amendment on the 
Calendar of specjal orders, to be. now acted 


upon, Le 

Mr. FERRY. Let ug go on with the regu- 
lar order. That resolution is on the Calendar 
of resolutions, I suppose. ga, 
rts of com- 
mittees are still in order. eee a 

Mr, WILSON, from the Gemmittee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to whom was referred the joint 
. 172) directing the survey 
of a route for a railroad on the west bank of the 
Potomac river from a point opposite George- 
town to, Harper’s Ferry, reported it without 
amendment. .. gaan S A. 
_ Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, from the Com- 
miitee on Appropriations, to whom wasreferred 
a letter of the Secretary of the Interior com- 
municating papers in relation to the claim of 
T. Bruguier and, Goewey for subsistence. fur- 
nished for the protection of Fort Union in 1866 
and 1867, asked to be discharged from its far- 
ther consideration, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs; which was 
agreed to. 


3014 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 27, 
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BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. CAMERON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 848) to incorporate the Connecting Rail- 
way Company of Washington, District of Co- 
lumbia; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


849) to authorize the sale of certain lands re- 
served for the use of the Menomonee tribe of ; 
Indians, in the State of Wisconsin ; which was | 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be : 


printed. 
RNFORCEMENT OF FIFTERNTH AMENDMENT. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Indiana is now entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STEWART. 
vote on the question of making Senate bill No. 
810 a special order. 

Mr. FERRY. I object. 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Whatis it? |, 
It is a bill to enforce the - 


Mr. STEWART. 
fifteenth amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate, by 
unanimous consent, agreed to allow the Sen- 
ator from Indiana to call up a bill for the pur- 
pose of consuming the remainder of the morn- 
ing hour in discussing its merits, not for action 
on the bill. : 

Mr. STEWART. Heis willing to give way 
to allow a vote to be taken on my resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Indiana give way for that purpose? 

Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolation 
referred to is the third on the Calendar.’ 

Mr. STEWART. We shall reach it in a 


moment. $ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolutions 
on the Calendar of resolutions laid over will be 
stated in their order. The first resolution is 
one offered by the Senator from Oregon [Mr 
WiıLLiams] to amend the recent rule of the 


over. 


The motion was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The second reso- |: through under the present order I shall desire 


| the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
i the legislative, executive, and judicial appro- - 


lution on the Calendar is one offered by the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. CHANDLER] for 
a recess from five to half past seven o'clock, 


for the consideration in the evening of bills | 


reported from the Committee on Commerce. 


lj 
pc STEW AHI: move that that be passed. ‘that there is no necessity for placing the bill 


' upon the Calendar of special orders. It is ob- | 


over. 
The motion was agreed to. i 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next reso- | 
lution is the resolution of the Senator from | 


Nevada that the bill (S. No. 810) to enforce 
the fifteenth amendment be made a special 


order. : 
Mr. POMEROY. Is that on the Calendar? 
Mr. STEWART. Itis on the Calendar. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Notonthe printed 
Calendar. 


Mr. POMEROY. Task the Chair, is it on | 


the printed Calendar of regolations for the 
morning hour? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair holds 
that it is on the Calendar, and for this reason : 
when a committee report a bill, any motion 
naturally growing out of that bill is in order, 
because the bill is then before the Senate ; but 
it is subject to the rules of the Senate. The 
Committee on the Judiciary reported by the 
Senator from Nevada this bill, and acted: that 
it be made a special order, introducing a reg- 
olution to that effect. The resolution was 
objected to, and therefore, like other regola- 
tions, went over one day for consideration. - 

Mr. POMEROY. Hf the Senator from Ne- 
vada introduced a resolution to that effect I 
bave nothing to say. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Jt was not necessary that 


Senate. 
Mr. STEWART. I move that it be passed - 


it should be in writing unless that was required 


by some Senator. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair re- 


garded it as a resolution, as in the case of the 


i bill with regard to mail-steamship service with 
| Australia, which was discussed several days in 
the morning hour on a resolation of the Com- | 
| mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads to refer ; 
‘it to some other committee. 
‘to make this bill a special order is before the ` 
' Senate, and it requires a two-thirds vote. 
What will be | 
. the effect of thus assigning it as a special 


. order? 
= The VICE PRESIDENT. It will make it ` 


The resolution 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


the next special order after the bill for the 


l 


abolition of the franking privilege, which is | r 
© been reached. This bill will not be reached 


now the only special order on the Calendar. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to have 


and judicial appropriation bill very soon. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


` state that special orders when reached can be 


. the Senate consider the legislative, executive, | 


I should like to have a ` " general orders, 


of and shall vote for. But I do certainly insist 
that it shall not push other business equally 
pressing out of the way when there is no im. 
mediate necessity for itspassage. I call for the 
yeas and nays on the motion. It requires a 
two-thirds vote. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have been so anxious 


to proceed with the Calendar of general orders 


that I feel reluctant to vote for any special 
orders atall. Now, if the Senator from Nevada 
will move to put this bill at the head of the 


' Calendar of general orders, we can, when we 


roceed to the Calendar again, take itup. If 
it is made a special order, it only comes up 
after the franking bill, which has already been 
a special order for a month and has not yet 


any quicker by making it a special order than 
by putting it at the head of the Calendar of 
Then, under our rule, when 


- wecan return to the Calendar of general orders, 


passed over by a majority vote, as any bill on $ 


the Calendar can be passed over. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not exactly 
see why this bill should be made a special order 
at the present time. If there is any obstacle 
to considering a special order when it is made 
it seems to me we should not make it; and if 


itis the intention to consider it to the exclu- | 
sion of the legislative, executive, and judicial | 
appropriation bill, I think I ought to object. ' 
I wish, therefore, to have a distinct under- | 


standing whether it is the intention of the Sen- | 
` ate, after having gone through the regular call 


of the Calendar according to the present order, 
to make any order whatever which shall fur- 
ther postpone the consideration of that appro- 
priation bill, 

Mr. STEWART. There will be no dispo- 
sition to antagonize this bill against the appro- 
priation bills; but I should like to have it in 
such a condition thatit can be reached as soon 
as any ordinary business is transacted. It is 


quite important that it should be passed on | 


H 


account of several State elections that are to 


| take place 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine.. Ido not. wish 
to interpose any objection to any desire of the 
Senate, except that I wish it distinctly under- 
stood that when the Calendar has been gone 


priation bill. 


Mr. STEWART. We all understand that. ` 


Mr. FERRY. It certainly appears to me 


jectionable at any time to place a bill upon 
that Calendar unless there be immediate, press- 
ing necessity for its passage. It breaks in on 
the general order of business; and there are 
orders here, as to which we have been waitin 
an indefinite period of time for them to reac 
the attention of the Senate, which stand now 
at the very head of the list of general orders, 
and by this action of the Senate they will again 
be, as it were, postponed indefinitely. 

Now, what is the necessity? This is a bill 


. to.enforce the fifteenth amendment, of course 


relating to elections in the States; and its 
practical operation cannot be called for until 
after the adjournment of the present session of 


| Congress. There may. possibly be one of the 


Pacific States in which there is to be an election 
before the adjournment of Congress; but I 
know of no other. So that if the bill is passed 
at any time during the present session it will 
meet the evils which it is intended to meet 


| precisely as well as if it were placed on the 
| Calendar of special orders and were passed 
; to-morrow. 


It is a bill which must inevitably 
involve considerable debate. The third section 
of the bill—I think that is the section—unin- 
tentionally doubtless, in effect repeals every 


registry law in the United States in my judg- | 
ment, though the bill itself asa whole Iapprove !' there are. 


ii 


l| appropriation 
ii Senator to move 


|| measures in order to proceed with this bill, and 


bi 
i 
i 


| that no bill ought to be made 


| it. 
: measures, 


with it. 


it will be the first bill to be considered. Will 
not that suit the Senator ? 

Mr. STEWART. We may as well take a 
vote on the resolution as it stands. I do not 
wish to make any remarks about it, as I do 
not desire to interfere with the Senator from 


Indiana. 

Mr. POMEROY. A majority of the Senate 
can put it at the head of the Calendar of gen- 
eral orders, but it requires a two-thirds vote to 
make it a special order. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well; I want to take 
the sense of the Senate upon it. Ishall not 
occupy any time upon it, as I do not wish to 
interfere with the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘Lhe bill which the Senator 
from Nevada has in charge is certainly very 
important, and no one can take a greater inter- 
est than I do in it; but I suggest to the Senator 


| whether it would not be better to let it stay on 
| the Calendar and then take his chance of movila 


it some time after one o'clock, which he cou 


' do against any pending business, unless we 


were in the execution of an order, as we are 
to-day. But I suppose at any time, when we 
have up, if you please, the franking bill or the 
ion bill, it would be in order for the 
to postpone either of those 


that could be done by a majority vote. 
Mr. STEWART. I would prefer to accept 


| the suggestion of the Senator from Kansas. 


Let the bill by unanimous consent be placed 


| at the head of the Calendar of general orders. 


Mr. FERRY. I object. That is the same 
thing precisely. . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will not oçcupy any 
time; but the-rules provide for special orders. 
In special and exceptional cases of transcend- 
ent public importance the rules foresaw that 
the body should havea right to act upon them 
in preference to everything else without the 
fear of any member putting it off, short of a 
majority, or embarrassing it. Now, I admit 
a special order 
unless it is a matter of general public pressing 
importance. If it is it ought to be put at the 
head of the Calendar, which is merely a spe- 
cial order, and other things ought to wait for 
It seems to me that this is one of those 
I am generally opposed to special 


orders; but this is a measure that affects the 


| rights and interests of the people in all the 


States respecting their internal affairs growing 
out of the fifteenth amendment, in respect to 
which, although they may not have elections 


| until next fall, it is necessary that they shoul 


know in advance what the machinery of the 
law is to be, so that their executive and other 
officers can adjust their action and put their 
State machinery into an order of conformity 

Therefore, although I cannot discuss 
the merits of the bill on this motion, and do 
not wish to do so, it is a matter of great publio 
importance to be acted upon and disposed a 
There may be faults in the bill; undoubtedly 
They can he gorregted; but we 
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certainly ought to dispose of it immediately. 
I hope, therefore, that the Senate will make it 
a special order. fe eee 

Mr. CORBETT. Ihope that this bilt will 
be made a special order. The election comes 
off in our State on the second Monday in June, 
and it is absolutely necessary that this bill 
should be disposed of before that time. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 39, nays 12; as follows: 

—Me Abbott, Ames, Anthony, Boreman, 
r a, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, 
Edmunds, Fenton, Flanagan, Harlan, Harris, How- 
ard, Howell, Kellogg, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Revels, Rice, 
Robertson, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Soott, Sherman, 
Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, Trumbull, Warner, Wil- 
ley, Wilson, and Yates—39. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buckingham, Casserly, 
Davis, Ferry, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, 
Creery, McDonald, Norton, Pomeroy, and Stook- 


ton—13, 
*ABSENT—Mesere, Carpenter, Cattell, Chandler, 


Conkling, Fowler.Gilbert. Hamilton of Texas,Howe, | 
J ohaston.Lewis, Morton, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Sauls- ;. 


bury, Sprague, Thayer. Thurman, Tipton, Vickers, 
and Williams—21. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 'Two thirds hav- 
ing voted in the affirmative the bill is made a 
special order, and will go upon the Calendar 
as a special order for to-morrow, to come in 
after the bill for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

MILITARY SUPPLIES IN REBEL STATES. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate now 
resumes the consideration, by unanimous con- 
sent, of the bill (S. No. 249) for the settlement 
of claims for quartermaster and commissary 
stores furnished to or taken by the United States 
within the States in rebellion during the late 
war, upon which the Senator from Indiana [ Mr. 
Pratt] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PRATT. Before proceeding to discuss 
the merits of this bill I wish to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the act of Congress of 
February 21, 1867, which this bill in part re- 
peals. [ will read the act. Itis nota long 
one: 

** Be it enacted, dc., That the provisions of chapter 
two hundred and forty of the acts of the Thirty- 


Eighth Congress, first session, approved July 4, 1 
shall not be construed to authorize the settlement o 


for the use of or used by the armies of the United 


States, nor for the occupation of or injury to real 
estate, nor for the consumption, appropriation, or 
destruction of or damage to personal property by the 
military authorities or troops of the United States, 
where such claim originated during the war for the 
suppression of the southern rebellion, in aState or 
art of aState declared in insurrection by the - 
amation of the President of the United States, dated 
July 1, 1862, or in a State which by an ordinance of 
secession attempted to withdraw from the United 
States Government: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shail repeal or modify the effect of any 
act or joint resolution extending the provisions of 
the said act of July 4, 1864, to the loyal citizens of the 
State of Tennessee, or of the State of West Virginia 
or any county therein. 
Mr. President, we have spent much time this 
session in maturing measures to preserve the 
national credit. We arelooking hopefally for- 
ward to the extinguishment of the national 
debt. All have concurred in the necessity of 
preserving the nation’s faith toward its credit- 
ors. We feel a just pride that: our public ge- 
curities command such confidence in the money 
markets of the world. We even hope to nego- 
tiate new bonds to take the place of the exist- 
ing ones at a leas rate of interest than any other 
nation pays. This hope comes from the con- 
fidence we have inspired in the country’s re- 
sources and in its justice and honor. These 
are the important elements of a nation’ scredit, 
as they are of that of individuals. The fact is 
patent, that after a devastating civil war of four 
years’ duration, within a period of less than 
five years of peace, such is our recuperative 
energy, 80 great and multiplied our resources, 
so spotless our integrity, that our public secur- 
ities have risen to nearly the par of gold; and 
this, too, although our debt is the largest of any 
nation save one. 
_ But beyond our reeognized debt expressed 
in our bonds and legal-teuder issue there is a 


Me- . 
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vast outlying indebtednesy; having no form of 
recognition, from which we persistently tern 
away our eyes. We refuse to take its meas- 
ure, to calculate its height and depth. We 
would fain reason ourselves into the belief that 

' we may intrench ourselves with quotations from 
blicists, with apt extracts from Grotius, 


the pu t 
Bynkershoek, and Vattel, and avoid meeting |! 


this indebtedness face to face. Day by day the 
: claimants throng these corridors an 
for justiee. Day by day the justice of the Gov- 
ernmentisimpeached and its honor questioned. 
Sooner or later, sir, we must pass definitely 
upon the legal and moral questions which under- 
lie all these claims. Why occupy the time of 
the committees with their laborious investiga- 
tion if they are not to be paid? Why subject 
the tlaimants to the expense of preparing their 
proofs, and coming here year after year, if after 
all it be our determination to make no recom- 
pense for their losses? 
The claims of which I speak are those which 
‘ grew out of the operations of the land and naval 
' forces during the war, in the seizure, appropria- 
' tion, or destruction of the property of loyal men. 
A part only are covered by the bill under con- 
` sideration. 
We are dealing with these questions not as 
a court of admiralty charged with the condem- 
nation of property seized or captured in war, 
but as the political department of the Govern- 
ment. The property of loyal men, entitled to its 
protection; and innocent of crime, has been lost 
to them, and their only redress is through Con- 
gress. Ifdenied here there is no forum to which 
| they may resort. In disposing of these ques- 
| tions Congress is circumscribed by no narrow, 
‘technical rales. It were derogatory to its high 
! character to allow itself for a moment to be 
| trammeled by them. As spree the moral 
| sense of the nation, it is bound to do what is 
| just, what is equitab 


i dians of the national treasure we are likewise 
| guardians of the national honor. 


dreds of worthy men and women and orphan 
| children in withholding from them their just 


unrecognized creditors of the Government 
| whose claims, in my j 
| and sacred as those of the bondholders, it will 
| facilitate my purpose to classify them so far as 
I am able. : 
Their losses have arisen, then, either— 


men of food, forage, fuel, live stock, and farm 


t 


{ 
4 


: and commissary stores,and which took the place 
! of just so much property or supplies necessary 
been parchased. 

Secondly, in the seizure of like property to 


© Thirdly, in the seizare of vessels in southern 

waters belonging to loyal owners, or recaptur- 
| ing such vessels from the enemy after seizure 
: by them. - 

Fourthly, inthe occupation and use ofhouses, 
buildings, and lands of men friendly to the 
Government for the use of the Army, and for 
injuries done them, the fences, and crops. 

There is a fifth class, whose merit I do not 
! discuss, consisting in wanton or accidental 
destruction of property: belonging to loyal 
owners during the. operations of the Army, 
| which would not have occurred had the Army 
j not been there; or being there, would not in 
| many cases have happened had proper dis- 
! cipline been maintained. There may be and 
: doubtless are cases not falling within this classi- 
' fication ; but this will suffice for my purpose. 
; In order to bring home to the Senate the real 
| merits of these claims, let me present a few ex- 
amples from cases nay lying upon your table 


clamor | 


le, what is becoming our ; 
|| Christian civilization. While weare the custo- | 


Assigned to daty on the Committee on Claims | 
| inthis body, it has been my opportunity to know | 
l: how much cruel injustice is being done to hun- | 
any claim for supplies or stores taken or furnished | 
| dues. In presenting in a collective body these ` 


judgment, are as valid © 


First, in the seizure by our troops from loyal 
products generally for use, ranging mostly un- » 
i der the head of what are termed quartermaster `i 


for the Army, and which otherwise must have |, 


prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy. | 
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awaiting your action. Bear in mind in every 
‘case the property was lost to the loyal man, 
not in consequence of any crime or fault of 
-his, but because it was on the theater of war 
or in the pathway of the Army. It was lost 
in consequence of the war and as an incident 
of the war. 

When General Burnside was in.command 
‘of Knoxville, with his ill-provided army, and 
the rapid approach of Longstreet was known, 
| obeying that necessity which admits of no delay 
and knows no law, he seized two hundred and 
| fifty-six bales of cotton belonging toa loyal mer- 
cantile firm of the city and used them to com- 
| plete his works of defense. They were used 
for making parapets and traverses. At Fort 
Saunders, where the assault of the enemy was 
| made with the greatest vigor, and where they 
were repulsed with greatest slaughter and with 
little loss to us, every traverse and bomb-proof 
was of cotton. That memorable siege has 
: passed into history, and is one of the bright 
; spots of the war. That hastily constructed 
. fortification of cotton bales probably saved 

Knoxville and the army. In the hurry of 
| military operations no vouchers were given to 

the patriotic merchants who readily threw open 
; their store-houses upon the general’s demand. 
| This cotton, or a great part of it, was wasted 
and destroyed by fire while under the control 
of the military authorities. Well, sir, ina case 
so seemingly plain as this, the owners of this 
cotton have been seeking justice of this Gov- 
ernment since 1864 through every avenue of 
approach. Their papers, soiled with much 
handling, show the marks of a dozen different 
officials. But all has been to no purpose, and 
i| they have at last brought their case before 
Congress. General Burnside and the officers 
‘under his command bear the most generous 

testimony to the loyalty of these claimants, and 

show how freely they yielded their property to 
the necessities of the army, and how merit- 
© orious is their claim for recompense; and yet 
we hesitate. 

And here is a case of another kind, belong- 
ing to a numerous class. A colored man, with 
a large family, freed by his aged mistress, had 
i accumulated upon her plantation in Virginia, 
! within the military district of Washington, up- 
ward of two thousand dollars in live stock and 
farm products. And I will say to my friend 
from ientueks [Mr. McCreery] that this isthe 
case to the consideration of which he objected 
‘ the other day when it was called on the Calendar. 
His mistress had a safeguard which extended 
to person, house, and property. This section 
of the country was often visited by detach- 
‘ ments of troops. They encamped on 4nd near 
the plantation. They needed food and forage, 
and it was furnished unstintedly so long as it 
|; lasted. His farm was well stocked with horses, 
cattle, sheep, and hogs. In a few months every 
hoof was gone; all his corn, oats, hay, and 
‘i-meal were appropriated. Sometimes vouchers 
1 were given, oftener not. Those given were not 
i; in proper form. He was always told, when he 
parted with his property, that the Government 
| would reimburse him. He was stripped of 
‘ everything ; but he never complained. He was 
| a friend of the soldiers. He knew their mission 
i and generously trusted to their assurances that 
: the Government would make him whole. This 
| colored man, fit type of his race in his simple 
. trust and loyal devotion, is here with his peti- 
| tion for relief. But what, sir, should be said 
© ofthe large body of loyal men in Virginia im 
' habiting the Shenandoah and connecting val- 
' leys whose property was so ruthlessly driven 
' away and consumed by fire in the fall of 1864? 
| You remember the letter of instructions of 
|, General Grant to General Hunter under which 
, this devastation occurred. J% ran thus: 
| “In pushing up the Shen?ndoah valley, where it 
| is expected you will havete, go first or last, it is desir- 
: able that nothing should ‘be left to invite the enemy 
‘i to return. Tako all >,rovisions, forage, and stock 


wanted for the use +7 your command; such as can- 
' not be consumed, destroy. It is not desirable that 


j 
i 
| 
t 
1 
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should ‘be destroyed ;. they, 


the buildings uld 
rather be protected; but the people shou -bo jn- 
formed that so long ds an dimy cah subsist among 
them recurrences of these raids must be expected; 
and we are determined to stop them at all hazards. 


Says the historian: 


“This order Sheridan, ih returning down the valley, 
executed to the letter. Whatever of grain and for- 
age had escaped appropriatian or destruction by one 
or another of the armies which had só frequently 
chased each other up and down this narrow but fer- 
tile and productive vale was now given to the torch. 
Some of it was the property of men who net only 
adhered to the Union, but were fighting to uphold 
it; more belonged to Quakers, Yunkers, &c., who 
abborred bloodshed and had taken no part in the 
strife unless under absolute constraint.” 


General Sheridan, ia writing from Wood- 
stock, Virginia, on the 7th of Oct ober, 1864, 
to General Grant, thus tells the story of the 
devastation : 


“On moving b 
from the Blue Ridge to t ( 
been made untenable for a rebol army. 


k to this point the whole country 
e North mountain has 


I havo de- | 


atroyed over two thousand barns filled with wheat : 


avd hay and farming implements; 
mills fitted with ftour. and wheat; h 
front of the army over four thousand head of stook, 
and have killed and issued to the troopa piot less 
than three thousand sheep. his dgstructiqn em- 
braces tho Luray valley and ittle Fort valley, as 
well asthe main valley. A large number of horses 
have been obtained, a proper ‘estimate of which I 
cannot now make.’ . 


over seventy 


ave driven in ' 


Still later than this, on Sith November, : 


1864, General Sheridan issyed his orders to 


General Merritt, commanding first cavalry , 
‘ enemy. .I will give some illustrations of this 
j elass of loasea to loyal owners. > 


division, to. proceed next morning, with two 
brigades of his division, to a certain section 
at’ the valley, 
and to consume 
subsistence, 
contents, and d 
by way of emphasis « 'Fhis order must 
obeyed literally.” 


and destroy all forage and 


rive off all.the stock. He are 


Such, Mr. President, is war, . Its mission is | 
to kill, capture, and destroy. iy aims to inflict 


upon the enemy the greatest amount of mis- 
chief consistent with rules of civilized warfare. 
Between independent nationsit is the straggle 
of giants for mastery, often for national, lite. 
War represents the collective forog: of, one 
nation dealiag powerful blows, upon its adver- 
‘gary. It means. the concentration of, all: its 
energies in the work of destruction. ‘It seeks 
to anni 
segg or destroy the resources of the enemy. 
Considered ia this light, there can be no. jagt 
eriticism upon this harsh. war measure, it 


was not in retaliation for the recent burning | 


ef Chambersburg nor. the arson and butchery 
at Lawrenes. Its true scope and purpose were 
to destroy the resources upon which the rebel 
armies aubsisted in that valley of plenty. 
_ Well, sir, from this diversion I comeback te the 
illustration | was about to give. . In thig single 
county of Loudon were two hundred and thirty- 
two sufferers 
to the Government at the time their property 
was captured and destroyed.is beyond dispute, 
‘ust such men asthe historian describes; men 
-who not only adhered to the Union, but were 
in. many cases fighting to uphold ite What 
shall be done with their cases? ‘They present 
theis bills, with appraisements certified to. be 
fair, for property burned, $199,228 24; for live 
stock driven away, $61,821 13. The livestock 


taken was all appropriated by the Government. | 


A. part thus gathered. up from the valleys was 
sold by a special agent of the Treasury, and 
brought $83,588 59, which hag gone into the 
Treasury.. But the most valuable pari of the 
eattle seized were culled out and slaughtered 
for the use of the Army, while a large number 
of the best cows were kept. back for the use of 
-hospitals and. the quarters of officers and sel- 
diers. — 
Lask againy 
them, what sh 


onthe plain facts as I have atated 
all be dene with these bills? 
These two hundred and thirty-two loyal men 
are at the bar of the Senate demanding justice. 
Their property, what was not 
„come into the possession 


ernment, and has never been paid for. 


burn all barns and mills and their | 


hilate or captare the armies and to pos- 


from these. orcerg whose loyalty | 


consumed, has | 
end use of the Gov- | 


which ineludes Loudon county, ‘| 


to apoak of another: ‘class of 
leases: : pO POET eh ree a a a Sega 

In time of war capturé of the enemy’s 
vessela is one of the legitimate methods of 
reducing his resources and overcoming his. re- 
sistance. The captured vessel becomes a prise 
of wat. It is the duty of the captors to take 
it within the jurisdiction of a prize court and 
have it libeled and condemned. ‘The lawful 


I come: now 


eourse in such cases is to give public noties of | 


| the proceedings in admiralty, so as to allow all 


| claimants of the vessel. to come forward and 
‘ assert, their claims. 
` þelonged in fact to a friend of the Government 
‘who was not responsible forits predicament at | 


If the vessel captured 


the time of capture, upon making this fact 
known to the court he is entitled to its restora- 
tion upon payztent of salvage. But if there be 
noappearance, judgment df condemnation goes 
by default. If 


lines it was scarcely possible that notice of the 


‘proceedings sgainst his property should reach || 
' tron 
steamer shall be paid him, And yet this mod- 


bim, ‘Lt was of frequent oceurrence that the yes- 
sel waa needed by the Navy or land forces, and 
was not thus sent into port for condemnation, 
and in the vicissitudes. of war was lost.er de- 


. stroyed. Most commonly it was condemned 
i and goid, and the proceeds divided, one half 


going to the eaptors and the remainder intothe 
Treasury.. Vessels were. in some eases seized 
ta prevent their falling into the hands of the 


While Genéral Grant was in command at 
Cairo, apprehending an advance of the rebels, 
he issued ar order for the beizure of all. steam- 


| @9 and water: craft, in order ‘to prevent their 
| falling into the hands.of the enemy and being 


used by them to -transport:ihdir torees:acrdas 
the. river. .:Qme steamer. belonging to'e citizen 
of Hlinois, iù an -unfidiabed condition, was 


-gunk while in procdss of being towed to Cairo 


noder-this erder.: The owner.was-a loyal man. 
All his means had: been invested in:the build- 
ing of this bost. .And here let me siy. that 


yesterday the Senate passed a joint resolution j 


refetring this. geatleman’a claim to the Goust 
ef Claims. General Grant proposed. to -him 
te rebuild hig vessel, but in the hurry-of military 
events at that stireng period of the. war it was 
negleeted. This occurred in the fall of 1861; 
but to thia day this loyal owner has never been 
reimbursed by hia Government, thaugh all the 
faeta as 1 lave stated them are certified to be 
true: by General Graat. This man, tod, is 
before Congress for relief. i i 


Another loyal. man who- lived ia my own | 


the owner lived within the rebel | 


i 
{ 
1 
j 


State owned a valuable steambpat-whieh was | 


employed in navigating the Mississippi ond its | 


lower tributaries. Barly in the war he was 
engaged in the transpertation of passengers 


and freight from Memphis up White. river. His | 
boat waa seized by the rebel military- authori- | 


ties and pressed into theit service.. The owner, 
glad to escape with his life, came North and 


afterward entered the Union servie, and died 


before the elose of the war, He, too, bad in- 
vested. all hia means im this. boat., After its 
aciaure by the zebels he sever saw it again. 
He was redueed to poverty. In the course 


' of the war this steamer was recaptured by 


the gun boat flotilia under Commodore Foote, 
at the fall of Island. No. 10. -Jt was a clear 
case of poathiminy. The owner had done noth- 
ing ta forfeit hig rights. The rebels had ‘no 
prize court, and of course the host, had never 
been. condemned.: By the clearest principles 
of international: law he was entitled ta bis 
boat upoh payment of aalvege... Congress had 
afirmed thig nght. -C 
at the same time belenging to rebels were taken 
into port and regularly condemned in a. prize 
eourt. But tbis man’a beat being useful as a 


in the service of the United States, it-was acci- 
dentally destroyed. A clearer case of a valid 
demand upon the Government could not well 
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beientgined, And yet hig widow, who supports 


April 27, 


her family by her needle, has been for years 
a suppliant at the bar of Congress, iveffect- 
ually appealing to ita justice. 

And here js still another case ranging under 
the same head, A northern firm doing busi- 
ness ot Mobile.at-the outbreak of the war had 


' their steamers seized by the rebel authorities 


` and pressed into their service. When our fleet 


senior of 


its condemnation 


entered. the bay of Mobile.one of these vessels 


| was sunk, another captured; proceedings for 


+ 


were instituted in a distant 
northern court ; but the owners had no notice 
of them.. The vessel was condemned, sold, 


i and .the money divided between the capturing 
` vessels and the Government. 


That which was 
the Treasury is there to-day. The 


paid into ; 
the firm, a gray-haired old man whose 


loyalty was the admiration of rebels even, 


‘enlisted in the Army of the Union. 


and whọ lost the great bulk of his fortune in 
eonsequence of his loyalty, demands of the 
justice of Congress that the money in the na- 
ion’s Treasury received from the sale of his 


est demand has not yet been heeded. 

-[ will state one more case of peculiar hard- 
ship belonging to this class. A devoted friend 
of the Government, not able to make his escapo 
northward, was thrown into a southern prison. 
He owned valuable property in a northern 
State. His agent who was looking after it 
A base 


i informer falsely charged him with disloyalty. 
| His property was- seized under the stringent 


: timber, au 


languishing in a 


‘informer had 


laws enacted in. 1861 and. 1862, condemned as 
enemy property, and sold. Of course there 
was a defanit. low. was it possible that he, 
southern prison, should have 
notice of what. wag transpiring? When the 
war ‘was over and-he could make his way 
North he found his property conliscated and 
others in possession of it. When he made his 
application to court to be allowed to detend 


| and repel:the base charge of disloyalty upon 
' which his property had been swept away the 


court did not hesitate on the proofs to set aside 
the judgment. The stain upon his honor was 
removed, but the court could not restore him 
hia property. ‘The officers of the law.and the 
-æ good part of the money realized 
ald.. The vemainder, siy, is in the 


from its s 
f the. United States; and Congress 


Treasury o 


thus far has failéd to do him the poor justice 


of giving back to him this remnant, not more 


| than one sixth part of the value of his prop- 


erty. i ‘ i 
Time would fail me, Mr. President, to com- 


-ment upon that untouched class of losses where 


buildings, o and private, fences, standing 


other property savoring of realty, 


‘belonging to men wholly loyal, suffered the 


Other vessels captured | 


|| transport was turned over to the land forces, |! 
and used by them for months, until, while | 


| 
| 
| 
l 
i 
i 
| 
i 


| the officer in command for the 
| men. 


| to illustrate the character of 


ravages of war. You know, sir, how large 
was the demand of the Army for buildings as 
storehouses, for bespitala, and for quarters 
for oficers-and troops. You know how forests 
were felled, and tho-timber and fences used for 
fuel, fortifications, ane bridges. 1 need not 
pauae to do more than allude to this familiar 
class of losses. 

“In some cages the necessities of war required 
the destruction of buildings. in the Shenan- 


| doah valley. only barns and mills were burned, 
-and then only because they stored forage, grain, 


and food... But sometimes it happened, as In 
Paducah, for instance, that the position of a 
fort required the destruction of buildings m the 


| neighborhood which sheltered sharp-shooters. 


A gentleman in that city who had built a costly 
residence before the war had to submit to the 
hard necessity of seeing it burned by order of 
safety of his 
Is it matter of surprise that he is here 
ake him whole. 
I will not weary the Sen- 
I have said enough 
the losses for whic 


asking Congress to m 
But, Mr. President, 
ate by multiplying instances. 


relief is sought. 
I come now to the point where we encounter 


1870. 


the objections urged against their. payment. 
But before considering these let me allude to 
familiar facts. When a loyal man residing in 
the South, or living North batowning property 
in the South, joined the Union Army and served 


the country he was paid his bounty and drew : 


his regular pay as a soldier; if he died or was 
disabled in he line of his duty a pension was 
awarded. Inthe northern States the necessary 
supplies for the Army, 
ei were generally purchased. When under 
pressing emergency they were appropriated 
they were paid for. In those parts of the 
country where the laws were in operation the 
constitutional prohibition against taking private 
property for publie ase without jast compensa- 


tion was serapulously observed. Nor, in the ‘ 


purchase of those supplies, was any account 
taken of the political sentiments of those who 
farnished them. They might be enemies of 
the Government. Still they were paid; paid 
in the promises of the Government which now 
constitute a part of the national debt. Thus 
it might happen, and did happen in hundreds 
of cases, that 
needed supplies from rebels or those who 
sympathized with rebels. Between a purchase 


and appropriation without purehase there is . 


not either in law or inorals any distinction in 
the obligation of payment. If the appropris- 
tion be a tort there is an implied assumpsit 
to pay the value of the thing taken. That is 
the common law as to individanla, and the 
Constitation makes it law against the Govern- 
ment. , sn 0 : 

And now, sir, I wilt consider the objections 
urged in this Chamber against the payment of 
the losses I have déscribed.- Generally it is said 
that our late civil wer attained the magnitude 
of a public war, and isto be governed, so far 

‘as this question of losses.is concéetned, by the 
rules of international law. It is said that the 
' yebels werea belligerent power, organized firat 
-as hostile States and then into s hostile con- 


federate government, with appropriate political | 


‘machinery, complete in all its departments, 
claiming independence of the parent Govern- 
ment and recognition as an independent power; 
and that they were recognized by several com- 
mercial nations as belligerents de jure, and by 
the Government as belligerents de facto. ‘itis 
further urged that they exercised all the powers 
of government in raising armies.and navies, 


in compelling allegiance from allin the revolted ° 


States, in punishing disloyalty, in compelling 
military service, and in levying and collect- 
ing taxes wherever their. legislation aad power 
could operate upon persons and property. That 
consequehtly all persons within the rebel juris- 
-diction who thus against their will might be 
“made to contribute aid to carry on the war 
waged by the insurgents against the United 
States are to be regarded as constructive ene- 
mies, let their sentiments have been evor so 
: loyal, and that their property is to be regarded 
as enemy property from the predicament of 
that property, from its condition to be useful 
in aiding the rebellion. ‘Therefore, says the 
argument, wherever property was captured or 
“taken within the limits of the rebellion before 


the supremacy of the law had been reéatab- | 


lished it was liable to be treated as fair prize 
of war, atid whethér consumed by thë Army, or 
sold and the proceeds paid into the Treasury, 
or destroyell outright, no liability rests upon 
` the Government té-make compensation. This, 
` Mr. President, is the argament as I ander- 
stand it. 

The advocates of this theory, however, can- 
not alter settled definitions. They cannot de- 
stroy the essential distinctions: between what 
publicists call a perfect war and a civil war, 
which was ours. A perfect war is defined to 
be where one whole nation is at war with an- 
other nation, and all the members of both 


nations are authorized to commit hostilities | 


- against all the members of the other in every 
case and under every circumstance permitted 
by the general laws of war. On the other 


ineluding munitions of | 


the: Government purchased its | 


i} ‘Phougl treated as 
|| traitors. E at ail 
- I pause héte to inquire if for policy’s sake : 


hand, a civil war, which isd war between the 
members of the same society, is what Grotins 
calls a mixed war, and it ie, according to‘him, 
| public on the side of the established Govern- 
i ment and private on thé part of the people 
resisting its authority. Mark the distin¢tion; 
sir, between the two kinds of war. In that 
: which is public all the members of both na- 
tions are enemies to each other and author- 
ized to commit hostilities against each other. 
But in a civil war those only who resist the 
Government are enemies. Itisa pines war, 
says the definition ‘‘on the part of the people 


resisting its authority.’ That means the it _ 


sargents and excludes the friends of the Gov- 
ernment. : ves Sees ot 

It is due to eaador, howéver, Mr, President, 
to admit that the rebellion assamed tlié pro» 
: portions and magnitude of 4 public war; ` Ido 


i: nues of 


: not forget, sir—who can? that on the 13th of : 


- May, 1861, the queen of Great Britain made 
‘| haste to issue her proclamation; that she was 
i| followed by France and-other commetcial-na- | 
the existeiice | 


“tions, all of them reeognizing 
of war between the United States and the so: 
called confederate States, and the rights of 
i each to: exercise belligerent powers on the 
ocean. 
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cases, ànd what: after’ all do- they establish a3 
rutes'for-our guidance? We must not ‘forget 
that'these. opinions relied on are expositions 
of the law of nations as applicable to a state 
of existing flagrant war; that they were’ pro- 
nounced ata time wher'no mortal mind could 
predict the result; when if the revolt were suc- 
cessful all persons living in the revolted States 
would be citizens of another nationality and 
owe allegiance to it. Still, with all this allow- 
ance; expressidng dropped from the lips of the 
judge who ‘inthe prize eases pronounced the 
opinion of the majority of the court open to 
grave ¢riticismn. He says: - _ 
* All persons residing within this territory”— 


| "Phat of thé States in-rebellion— =” 


“whose property may be used to inorease tha reve- 
ile 


he hos powet, are in this contest liable 


to be treated as enemies, though not foreigners. 


instituted a blockade ; that they exercised the | 
right of stopping and searching neutral ves- | 


sels on the high seas; that they septa’ ves | 
e 


sels as prizes of war; also vessels carrying 
contraband of war or attempting to break the 
blockade, I do not forget that we dealt with 
all such captures as prizes of war, and. that 
| the records of our courts are fall of adjudica- 
|| tions made, all proceeding upon the ruleg of 
" international war. 
. respects and in others, such as eartels, ex- 
: changes of prisoners, flags of truce, and in the 
treatment of prisoners, we ourselves. regog- 
nized the robels as belligerents de facto and 
i exercised the courtesies and humanities dgmi- 
mon in public, international wars, ey 
Yet; sir, while all this is trae, the course of 


_ of humanity and policy to prevent retaliation 
and mitigate the severities of wor. ‘Though 
thas treated practieally as ‘belligerents they 


And itis true that in. these | 


| 


I: 


They have cast, off their‘alldgiance and made war 
on theiy Government, and are none:the less enemies 
because they are traitors.” soni 
Now, it is notorious that thousands of men 
whose home was in the insurgent territoty 
were, at the vety time ‘this cruel charge was 


made, in the ranks of the.Union Army, exiles 


fiom home because 6f their loyalty, fighting 


I da not forget that the United States | agaist rebels to uphold that Government of 


which they are pronounced enetnies.. Thou- 
sands, yes, tehg of thousands, shut up ih the 


ptison-house of the South and not able to setve 


theit Goveruitiient except by théir prayers, werc 
at thig very moment patting up their supplica- 
tions morning and evening for the success’ of 
the Union erms.. Judge Grieradds: — 

_: “The produce of the soil of the hostile territory 
as well as other property etigaged tn the commerce 
of the hostile power as the source of its wealth and 


strength. ls he regarded aa legitimate prizo with- 
b o 


out regàrd to the domicile of tho owner, and much 
more ag if ha reside atid třáđe within their. terri- 
ory? o a: eT tH PA CARE a ; 


“If thie be true, then # Union soldienliving in 


, thë North who chanted to have property within 
‘the lines of thé rebellion ‘wae lable to have it 
confiscated by his own Government ifthe rebels 
‘spared it. I havé ‘said before, this decision was 


were. never recognized as such de jure: : Fo : 


have done that would: have been to recognize 
their nationality and the war would have-ceased 


.to:be.a civil ons. No, sir; werecognized them ` 
as belligerents de facto, buat not de jure. ‘The 


i. distinction may seem hice, but we made it. It 


was the theory apon which the war was waged 


ij on our part-all through the protracted'struggle. 
If we reeognized them as rightful belligerents 
they were no longer-traitors.. It beeante a oon- 
i| test between nations. We could no: longer 
ij punish treason or claim jurisdiction over the 
|| territory they held and defended, ‘This theory 
' was illustrated in the ease of one Smith, who 
had entered-the naval service of the rebels. 

' He was taken, tried, and. convicted as 4 pirate, 


| though he prodaced a commission from ‘the 


i rebel president.; Though sentenced to death 
| by thé court, Mr. -Lincoln suspended the sen- 
tence and held him a prisoner of war. . So with 


the lives of rebely and ‘pirates wére spared 
taken in the very act of waging war against 


be done with friends of the Government fight- 
ing these enémies to aphold it when stripped 


of their property, not by theenemy, butby their 
|| own Government?) © © > : pT 


| to the payment of these losses to the decisions 
i of our courts, to the ptize cases, and the cotton 
- case of Mra, Alexander. f : 


il Grant all that is said in these and similar 


their Government, what for poliey’ssake should ` 


the Government wasdictated by considerations `` 


“gave thë life of the nation. 


the Governtient, if-it ¢ 


made ata time when the: war was raging. The 
court was passing wpoa'ind pronouncing what 
were the powers of the pone departmetrt of 

ose to exerdise them, 
in the trethendouws: struggle it was: making ‘to 
It wag beld that 


ifor the’ time: being the whole terrible erginery 
‘of war mightlawfully be brought to bear against 


the insurgents and the territory they held to 


` siippres’ the insurrection: ‘The court held that 


the crew of :the rebel privateer Savannah. — 
In both oases the prisoners wére guilty as orim- | 
i} inals of treason; but were treated by the ‘polit- 
 jeal department as belligerents, not of right, ‘| 
‘| but im fact; and this was done for policy’s sake. | 
enemies they were held tobe | 


Ser ee eee 


Bat we are cited by those Senators unfriendly 


of warfare dr defense. ` 


‘existed ‘it was still for the political 


-thè Govertimeat ‘was tot: bound to pange ‘to 


inqüire who were its friends‘ and -who its: ene- 
mies; that tle rebel govermment was a hostile 
organization, ang controlled the action df ‘all 
within the limits of- its power, and might con- 
vert them and their property into instrathents 
herefore it was that all 
were ¢lagsified for the time beittg as enemies. 


- Therefore it wag that all the property situate 


within: the limits of ‘the de facto rebel govern- 
mert was stanipdd as enemy property and held 
liable to séizere. ‘Fhe court was announcing 
‘the law of: nations in case of: war. The qués- 


|| tion was vot what a parent Government like 
-oursshould do in the way of discrimination be- 


tween its friends and enemies, but whatit might 


'|-do by the sanction of the laws of war. 


But it was conceded on the argument of this 
caxeé, by the very able counsel representing the 
United States, that though the right of capture 
ower to 
say whether it would forego its exercise. He 
was speaking of a vessel captured às prize of 
‘war belonging to ote living in the rebel terri- 
tory; añd says: 9% ono t 

“You may captnre it und refusëto réstote it to the 


i; Claimant while he so resides and the war lasts, even 


i you compensate gr remunerate him afterward. 
at that is a political question.: The courts can only 
condemn if the political power asks for its condem- 


nation,” i ` 
© Mark, sir, the terms of the proposition. It 
may be captured and held while he resides in 


'* enemy territory and while the war lasts. But 
|; how is it when it cedses to be enémy’s terri- 
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tory? How ia it when the war ceases? Sup- 
pose the capture remains on hand undisposed 
of when the war ends, who gets it, the Gov- 
ernment or loyal owner? Suppose it to have 
been sold in the mean time by order of a court 
or bya Treasury agent, and the proceeds of the 
sale bave been paid into the Treasury, whose 
is the money? Shall the Government with- 
hold it from the owner? 
These decisions, therefore, do not touch the 
uestion of the duty of the political power at 


clause by which the property eituate in. a loyal 
State, of any person assisting the rebellion 
should be seized and applied, or its proceeds, to 
the support of tha Army of the United States. 
In none of the provisions of this law or any 
other on the statute-book was it ever contem- 


` plated that the property of one friendly to the 


this time or anytime. They simply assert what | 
were the war powers of the Government if it- 


saw fit to exert them while the war lasted. 

Now, sir, if I grant these powers to exist as 
claimed, it does not affect the main question 
here. That question is, what was the correla- 
tive duty ofthe Government when wore pons 
were exerted? If private property be taken for 
the public use, and taken from a friend, and 
taken under the war powers, what is the duty 
of compensation? Can you maintain the cruel 
fiction that he was aconstructive enemy, when 

eace returns and he seeks compensation? 
‘hat is the practical question. 

But on this question of a man being at the 
same moment 
fiction of law I want to say something. 

I desire to call the attention of the Senate to 
the distinction preserved all through the war, 
in the legislation of Congress and in the proc- 
lamations of the President, between the loyal 
and disloyal inhabitants of the States and 
parts of States in rebellion. They were never 
fora moment confounded. Never at any time 
were they regarded or treatedas alltraitors, It ` 
is a historical fact that some of the rebel States 
were divided phically upon the question 
of secession. It wasso in Virginia and Tennes- 
see. Wherever in those States and in the mount- 
ainous portions of North Carolina, Alabama, 
and Georgia few slaves were held the great 
majority of the people resisted secession. All 
through the war the Government had no firmer | 
friends than those non-slaveholding people of 


the southern States who flocked from their |: 


mountain homes to our standards, 


In many cases by the sheerest fraud on the . 


part of those controlling the political machinery 
of a State she was precipitated against the pro- 
tests of her best citizens into the rebellion. 


My friend [Mr. Warner] says that was the | 


case with Alabama. The ordinances of seces- 
sion in many of those States never received 
the popular sanction. They were either not 
submitted to the people, or submitted under 
such circumstances that a fair expression of | 


Opinion was not obtained. All this was known | 


to the country and constantly recognized by 


It would have been monstrous injustice and | 
wicked stupidity, under the circumstances, to 
to have confounded patriots with traitors. It; 
was never done, nor intended to be done. | 
When the Government put on its armor, and | 
prepared for the great struggle, it directed its , 
energies, not against States, bat against such | 
of the inhabitants as were in a state of insur- 
rection resisting the laws. It struck at hos- 
tile organizations with arms in their hands, 
not against peaceable men. The penalties de- | 
nounced by Congress were not against the | 
law-abiding, but against those assisting in re- | 
bellion. Where property was directed to be. 
seized and confiscated it was notthat of friendly | 
citizens of the South. Take for illustration the | 
acts of Congress of August 6, 1861, and July 17, 
1862. The first subjects all property employed | 
. or used in promoting the rebellion with ihe con- 
sent of the owner to lawful capture wherever | 
found, to be condemned and confiscated. 
What is the inference if the consent were 
wanting? That of 1862 is more comprehen- 
sive in its scope. Whose property by this famous | 
act was directed to be seized,and confiscated ? | 
Not that of men friendly to the Government, : 
but that of men holding offices and appoint- 
ments under the rebel government or in their 
army or navy, 


Government, wherever situate, should be sub- 


- ject to confiscation. There is, on the contrary, 
the strongest implication that it was to be pro- | 


tected. 

Mr. Lincoln,in his proclamation of the 15th 
April, 1861, appealed to all loyal citizens, 
wherever situated, to lend their aid in main- 
taining the honor, integrity, and existence of 
tho national Union. He declared that in the 


. effort to repossess the forts, places, and prop- 


erty which had been seized from the Union 
the utmost care would be observed to avoid 


‘ any devastation, any destruction of or inter- 
' ference with property, or any disturbance of 


oyal in fact and an enemy by . 


; ozpenses of transporting and de 
and munitions of war as in his judgment may be ex- | 


pacoste citizens in any part of the country. 
Was there not here, sir, ample promise to 
loyal men everywhere against interruption or 


disturbance? What pledge of protection to 


their property could be more explicit ? 

Need I pause to say how this appeal of the 
President was responded to by patriotic men 
of the South? But to show in a more striking 
manner the policy of Congress toward loyal 
men in the seceding States, I read the act of 
July 31, 1861: 

“ Bett enacted, &e., That the sum of $2,000,000 be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of an 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriate é 
to be expended, under the direction of the President 
of the United States, in supplying and defraying the 
ivering such arms 


pedient and proper, to place in the hands of any of 
the loyal citizens residing in any of the States of 
which the inhabitants are in rebellion against the 
Government of the United States, or in which rebel- 


lion is or may be threatened, and likewise for defray- _.- 


ing such expenses as may be properly incurred in 
organizing and sustaining while so organizcd any of 
said citizens intocompanies, battalions, regiments, or 
otherwise, for their own protection against domestic 
violenoe, insurrection, invasion, or rebellion.” 


Here, sir, $2,000,000 are appropriated from . 


the national Treasury for the benefit of this 
loyal clasa of citizens in the seceding States. 


. It is to be expended in furnishing them with 


arms and munitions of war for their protection 


: against the very insurrection which the Goy- 


ernment was striving to suppress. 


: though living in enemies’ country? No, sir; 
; this aid is extended to them as friends, and to 


| enable them to codperate withthe Government : 


in restoring the supremacy of law. 
At a still later day Congress enacted that 


; escaped slaves should not be delivered up to 
the President and Congress, as I will show. |; 


such owners as had borne arms against the 
United States, clearly implying that where the 
owner was loyal this species of property, even 
upon the theater of war and amid the clash of 
arms, should be restored to him. 

There is still another law where this distinc- 


tion is clearly marked. I refer tothe act of | 
June 7, 1862, for the collection of direct taxes , 


in insurrectionary districts. Ordinarily when 
land should be sold by the tax commissioners 
the redemption by the owner must be made 


within sixty days after the sale or his title is . 


gone. Bat should the owner be a loyal man, 
the provision is that he may make his applica- 
tion to redeem at any time within one year from 
the sale, and the tax commissioners may then, 
because of his loyalty, extend the period of 
redemption one year more, or two years in all. 
In other words, the rebel must redeem in sixty 
days ; the loyal man may ia two years. 

There is another feature in this law which so 


forcibly illustrates the policy of Congress to- | 


ward the friends of the Government in. the 
disloyal States that the argument would fail in 
its completeness without noticing it. Congress 
undertook to deal with the lands of those own- 
ers who abandoned them to join the rebel forces 
or otherwise aid the rebellion. It did deal 
with them by providing for their lease or sale. 


Then there was a sweeping !| It was contemplated that a large fund would 


Does this , 
., look as if Congress regarded them as enemies, 


be accgmulated in every seceding State from 
this source. 

How, sir, was this fund to be disposed of? 
You will find the answer in the twelfth section 
of the act of July 7, 1862. I have not time to 
read it, One-fourth of this accumulated fund 
: is to be paid from the Treasury of the United 
| States after the insurrection is put down for the 
; purpose of reimbursing the loyal citizens of the 

Rtas Could a stronger case be put to illus- 

trate the policy of the law-making power, thut 
in waging war against the rebellion tha distinc- 
tion between loyal men and rebels in the insur- 
rectionary States was ever present in the mind 
of Congress. Notonly this, butthe principle of 
compensation to loyal men is here recognized. 
And still again, in the act of March 8, 1863, 
for the collection of abandoned property in 
insurrectionary districts, special provision ig 
made in casethe abandoned or captured prop- 
erty of loyal men is sold that they may enter 
the Courtof Claimsat any time within two years 
after the suppression of the rebellion and re- 
_ claim the proceeds. 
One more reference to this illustrative legis- 
i lation and I leave this branch of the argument. 
On the 4th of February, 1862, Congress directed 
that the name of every rebel in arms and every 
sympathizing rebel be struck from the pension- 
roll. ‘The loyal pensioner, though living amid 
the flames of the rebellion, was excepted. 

Moreover, sir, we invited these constructive 
enemies to enter our Army and Navy, and they 
did so by thousands, and hundreds of themand 
their widows and children are now borne upon 
the pension-roll of the nation. 

Why, sir, how many of these constructive 
enemies to whom we turn the cold shoulder do 
: you imagine were recruited in the revolted 
States during the rebellion? I hold in my 
hand a statement prepared by the Adjutant 
General. Here it is: ere 


‘Statement af number af men recruited in the revolted 
_ States for the United States service during the rebel- 


lion, 
5 . ber of `- 

States in which Approximate Num 
. ` number of white colored en- Total. 

recruited. enlistmente, liaty 
Virginia ...ccccccccccrene 830 5,723 6,603 
North Carolina........ 3,200 ` 5,085 8,235 
- 5,462 462 
60 38,486 3,046 
1,044 3,004 
4,969 7,265 
17,869 18,853 
24,052. 29,540 
l; 47 2,179 
re 5,526 11,468 
Tennessee. oo... 24, 20,133 45,073 
AGTOZALE «0....5..006 48,072 93,346 141,418 
=—_— 


Every one of these eleven. seceding States is 
here represented. Of white enlistments there 
were 48,072; of colored enlistments there were 
93,346. The grand total of men denounced on 

; this floor as constructive enemies, for whose 
: losses we are to make no compensation, who 
entered the Union service, is 141,418. Thou- 
sands of others who would gladly have entered 
it were prevented. ee: 
Is not this summary complete? Are we 

- not concluded by our own legislation against 
this monstrous doctrine? Can we with this 
discriminating legislation before us refuse to 

< treat these men now as we have treated all 
other loyal men who were sufferers by the 
war? What case of civil war. has been pro- 

|, duced where such pledges were given to loyal 
i: men in the insurgent territory? In all the 
| authorities that have been cited in this dis- 
, cussion and in the Sue Murphey case I do not 
© recall one where the Government had thus 
< committed itself by pledges of protection and 
reimbursement to those styled, by reason of the 
. domicile, constructive enemies. And herein 
| those authorities are fallacious guides. But 
_ let the law of nations be what it may on the 
- question, is not Congress a law unto itself? Is 
, there anything written down in the Constitu; 
. tion which prohibits it from doing justice? 
And let us not forget, sir, that the real ques- 
. tion before ps is not what by international law 
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may s nation do to save itself from destruction; 
but what does its honor, what does justice re- 
quire it to do afterward by way of reparation, 
and particularly what does honor require ws to 
do in the face of the proclamation of the Pres: ' 
ident and the acts of Congress I have recited. | 

Mr. President, when a life went out in this | 
war in upholding the Government, we were , 
wont to say, of such a one that his death was | 
glorious. We pointed to hig example to excite | 
emulation. We cherished his memory. His | 
vacant chair by the home fireside was evermore | 
sacred, ` We raised monuments to such. We | 
pensioned their widows, their young children, 
and dependent mothers. We gathered their | 
dear remains from every battle-field, and laid | 
them tenderly away in rustic graveyards and | 
great national cemeteries. Thither every spring 
when the grass is green and the birds are 
among the trees the nation repairs with uncov- 
ered heads and strews the graves of the fallen 
patriots with flowers and moistens them with 
tears. How just we have been to the dead! | 
The nation pays $80,000,000 a year to the 
families of those who died in her service and 
to the disabled survivors. Who challenges 
this debt or gainsays its justice? Not one. 
All political parties hold it sacred. We have 
written it down in the national Constitution 
in perpetual memory thet this portion of the 
national debt shall never be questioned. 

Now, how stands the case of the Union man 

of the South who held fast to his loyalty daring 
the storm of secession; who for his country’s 
sake, for his love of her flag, for the sake of 
the Union and the Constitution, braved inao- 
lence, outrage, and persecution; who endured 
confiscation, conflagration, exile, and. often, 
too often, death? How stands his case, sir, . 
when he or his heirs come to the bar of this 
Council Chamber of the nation, where its in- 
tellect, moral sense, and conscience are rep- 
resented, and demands, not reparation for the || 
spoliations of the enemy, not even compensa- 
tion for losses incident to war, but indemnifi- 
cation simply for what his own loved Govern- 
ment has appropriated or destroyed—his own | 
‘Government, for which he has. endured, and | 
proudly endured, so much—what answer do we | 
make him? I can fancy him, while hunted by | 
blood-kounds, taking refuge in the swamps or 
in the wooded steep, or looking out. from his 
cave in the mountains upon his home in con- 
flagration, his property swept away, sustained 
and upheld by the thonght, ‘‘ This sacrifice is 
for my country. All this I can endure that 
constitutional liberty may live, that my eoun- 
try may be preserved from disintegration, and 
that the blessed institutions of freedom may | 
be preserved.” arr: 
_ Sir, the records of patriotism during the 
world’s history do not show sublimet exam- 
ples of fortitude than were furnished by south- | 
ern loyaliste during this devastating war. The 
raging fires consumed every loyal thing. Life, 
liberty, property, all went down before the 
storm. Ties of kindred, social, domestic, reli- 
gious ties, were snapped asunder.. Every mani- 
ment of title by which man-holds rights. of the 
State perished like flax in the flames. 

At length the deliverer came, with plumes 
and banners, with marching columns and the 
sweet music of cannon, The poor, hunted loy- 
alista went forth to meet him with tears of 
joy. What a spectacle of sorrow they pre- 
sented in their rags, with their hollow cheeks 
and sunken eyes. . 

But this advancing army, multitudinous, its 
wings widely stretched out, must be fed. It 
has many wants, and they must be supplied, 
No time then to discriminate and inquire who 
have been true, who false. This conquering 
host must fulfill its mission. Individual rights 
must give way to the imperative demands for 
subsistence, supplies, and quarters to make it | 
effectual to accomplish its grand errand. The | 
laws are silent amid the clash of arms. Calti- | 
vated fields are desolated, fences destroyed, | 


| try and contented with. their lot. 


property seized. No Jaw of peace survives. , 


‘Phe law of war reigns:supreme.. Noman cat 
dispute or resist it. It were worth his life to 
hold back what is demanded. The bayonet 
extorts and expels. Where treason so much 
abounds the.conquerors regard with suspicion 


every profession of loyalty. Such, again, Mr. ; 


President, is war.’ Primarily, carnage, mutila- 
tion, and every form of physical suffering are 


its incidents; secondarily, the destruction of ` 


values, the impoverishment of the country, the 
laying waste of cultivated fields, the conflagra- 


tion of homes, the interruption of industrial . 


pursuits. And then, in the background, who 
can take account of the flowing tears, the 
bruised hearts, and blasted hopes which war 
entails? The deadly missile that made a gap 
in the advancing line sped its way toa northern 
home and buried itself in.a wife, a mother, 
or sister’s heart. 

But, sir, the war is over ; its ravages are no 
longer visible. The bloody stains have been 
washed from the face ofthe earth ; the bleaching 
bones have been gathered into national ceme» 
teries; industry has resumed its pursuits; the 
country has regained its prosperity; we have 
measured our resources and determined we are 
able to pay every dollar of indebtedness. We 
have now time to look into these bills which 
I have described. Shall we do it? Sir, no 
nation can afford to be unjust, least of all ours. 
So much blood and treasure were not poured 
out to preserve a Government false to the prin- 
ciples of common honesty. It is the poorest 
policy in the world for a State to deny justice 
to its creditors. 

The question has a domestic and foreign 
aspect. Itis well for a proud nation to desire 
its credit abroad to be above question. Buta 
Government wants the respect and good will 
of its own citizens much more. It wants its laws 
and institutions respected. It wants to attract 
immigration and prevent migration. 
to attach as with hoops of steel all. within its 
borders, and make them proud of their coun- 
How can 
this he done so effectually as in the practice of 
good faith? Consider what repudiation has 
done -for certain States. The swift-rushing 
years have. borne along the stain. Govern- 


ments may refuse to recognize honest demands ; 
‘upon their justice year by year; but they do | 


not, therefore, die out. No, sir; there is no 
statute of limitations that a State may plead 
until she has first opened her courts or depart- 
ments to claimants. The claims which exist 
now and demand recognition will exist fifty 
years hence. . The evidence will be collected 
and laid away. They will descend from father 
to child. They will become the subject of 
barter, and pass into the hands of the specu- 
lator, who will compensate himself for his risk 
and trouble. These Halls will be besieged 
year after year by these claimants, their repre- 


| sentatives and assigns. Our consciences will 
We can give no honest | 
answer—no answer satisfactory to ourselves |: 
| joined the rebels; but he kept the faith, and 


be pricked every year. 


why. these claims should not be recognized. 
Every prayer we listen to here in the morning 
hour will remind us of a duty undone: We 
cannot open our Bibles without being con- 
victed of injustice. How shall we excuseour- 
selves from doing justice with this taxing power 
we hold? Ay; sir, with this sovereign taxing 


power we wield over forty million people, to |; 
be swelled within a generation to one hundred `: 


millions ; this taxing power which now gathers 
into our Treasury in a single year near four 
hundred million dollars; and for. what pur- 
pose, sir, L pray, unless it be, in the language 
of the Constitution, to pay the debts of the 
United. States, as well as to provide for the 
common defense and general welfare? I say, 


sources of the nation at our command to 


: 
! 


i 
| 
t 


i 


It wants | 


our default: >- We collect in gold $180,000,000 
by taxes in a single year to maintain scrupulous 
faith with our bondholders. We do well; we 
| could not do otherwise by those who trusted 
! the Government in its hour of peril and ex- 
treme need. But, sir, every dollar of the 
‘ claims that now lie upon your table is just as 
sacred as our bonded debt when it represents 
the property of a loyal owner taken and appro- 
priated by those representing the Government 
i or destroyed from military necessity. 
‘But, sir, the question recurs, when shall we 
: begin the work of recognizing the claims of 
these loyal sufferers? It is only a question of 
time. Nonation which recognizes the Christian 
: Bible as its rule of action can refuse always to 
| open either its courts or departments to their 
_investigation and payment. It must begin 
| gome time. Why not begin now, and in the 
: form of the bill under consideration, amended 
- go as to clothe the Court of Claims with ampler 


: jurisdiction to hear and determine what is now 


; upon ex parte evidence heard and determined 
: by Congress? 
: . Sir, when the objection to the cllowance of 
these claims comes to- be analyzed it will be 
found to consist, if we will make honest con- 
_ fession, not.so much in our doubt of their jus- 
: tice as in their magnitude. It is that which 
‘appalsus. Itis said if we allow one we must 
‘allow all others of the same class; that we 
open a floodgate and the Treasury will be bank- 
rupted. That is the conclusive argument. It 
| isthe insglvent’s plea. We refuse to look into 
| our affairs. We who had the courage to fight 
| and put down our enemies, to tax our people, 
| in order to carry ‘on the war, as no people were 
| ever taxed before; we, with this unlimited tax- 
i ing power to liquidate every honest demand ; 
i we afraid to look into our liabilities! That, 
‘ gir, were to turn pale at sight of the mouse 
when we have confronted the lion. 

‘These liabilities, whatif they are large; have 
iwe not large resources:to meet them? Is nota 
great and glorious future spread out before us? 

They will never grow less till we pay them. 
But if we cannot pay them now or pay them at 
all, let us at least give the claimant a certificate 
that we owe him. Let it, if you please, read 
something as follows: ‘‘This certifies that the 
United States forces went into Georgia to put 
down the rebellion, to restore the supremacy 
of the law, and compel every knee to bow to 
the authority of the Government. The bearer 
of this was a citizen of Georgia. He remained 
faithfal to his Government. He never took 
up arms against it, nor willingly lent aid or 
` comfort to the rebellion. For his loyalty he 
suffered greatly at the hands of his rebel neigh- 
| bors and the rebel authorities. He was spoiled 


i of his goods, persecuted, outraged, hunted 


down, imprisoned. What the rebels spared 
the United States forces appropriated when 
the delivering army reached Georgia. Between 
enemies and friends he lost everything. It 
would have been more profitable for him to have 


in perpetual memory of such transcendent 
| virtue this certificate is given him. ‘The Uni- 


| ted States would owe him $100 for that much 


_ of his property actually appropriated and used 
‘by its needy Army if they dare acknowledge 
‘that to take and use his property created any 
liability.” ; . 
Now, sir, why not give him this certificate ? 
: It expresses the truth, does it not? It might 
: create some astonishment in the Treasury 
. Department; the opening of a novel set of 
books. Doubtless there would be mysterious 


| ghakings of the head of venerable ‘Treasury 
© clerks. 


No doubt the thing would be pro- 


f ; © nounced. quite out of the beaten track, anom- 
how shall we excuse ourselves if, with this 
taxing power in our hands and the ample re- | 


| cate expresses. 


answer every demand upon its justice, we. 


neglect our duty ? : 
For that portion of our debt expressed in our 


bonds we never allow the sun to go down upon |, 


alous, unprecedented. But it is the truth, is 
it not? Now, look again at what this certifi- 
Why, sir, it concedes, nay, it 
stands out as the prominent dominating fact, 


' that the Government has got and used and 
. never paid for the property of one of its citi- 


zens, and he a friend, who committed no crime, 
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whose loyalty, on the contrary, was ag bright 
and pore as gold in the refiner’s pot. What 
does the Government plead? No, sir, not the 
Government, but its advocates in this Chamber. 
Simply this, that his property chanced to be in 


enemies’ country; within lines of jurisdiction - 


that shifted with everybattle,always contracting. 
lt was kia misfortune, says the argument, to be 
there, although it was his birth-place; although 
it was partof the national domain; although the 
Constitution was always the supreme law of the 
land there, and he entitled to its protection ; 
although we sent our armies there to reéstab- 
lish and vitalize the doctrine that no than should 
be deprived of his property without due pro- 
cess of law, nor private property be taken for 
public use without just compensation. . 

To all this it is answered, during the time it 
was thus enemies’ country did not his duty 
to the Government remain unchanged? Was 
there ever a time when he was absolved from 
his allegiance; when he was not liable to bear 
arms, to pay taxes, and perform all other duties 
of the citizen? Was there ever a moment when 
the Constitution and laws of the United States 
were not the supreme law of the land there, 
affecting him in common with allothers? Was 
it not the whole theory of the war that seces- 
sion ordinances were void and the governments 
instituted by traitors usurpations, and every 
form of aid to them treason? And why trea- 
son, if the national law was not always there? 

Sir, Government owes protection where it 
exacts allegiance. Its function is. to protect. 
If government be a compact, then the people 
in their collective capacity undoubtedly agree 
with the individual to take care of him in the 
three grand divisions of his rights—life, liberty, 
and property. They covenant to guard these 
rights against invasion and to give him the 
benefit of every necessary preventive and reme 
dial law. pet 

What, in turn, do the people in their collect- 
ive capacity exact of the citisen? That he 
shali disarm himself and trust to his Govern- 
ment to protect him. For this protection he 
agrees to fight for it in war, to maintain its 


cause against all its enemies, to forego eomfort, | 


endure tatigae, expose health and tife, to pay 
taxes on his capital and earnings in order to 
maintain it in decency, and to respond to all 
its calis for money as well as its calls to arms. 
Yes, sir, protection; that is all the eitizen 


asks from Government in exchange for its un: | 


limited drafts upon his services and substance; 
protection against violence, riots, tumults; 


protection against private wrongs through the © 


instrumentality of courts. If he does. not get 


this ‘thing protection, pray what does he get? | 


What fruit or recompense does Government 
yield in exchange for what it exacts? 
Let me sappose this citizen obeying both his 


duty and his instinct of loyalty by serving in | 
the ranks of the Army while insurgents are ` 


ravaging his property, burning his dwelling, his 
barns and stacks. He is consoled in thinking 
his Government is doing all in its power to put 
down the insurrection. But suppose while be 
was fighting at Gettysburg another branch of 


the Army on a distant field, in Mississippi, was |. 


driving off his focks and herds for its support 
in ‘‘ enemies’ country ;’’ is there no liability 
here? Shall he, clothed in the national uni- 


form, drawing pay as a soldier, fighting at this | 
very moment for his country, be denounced a ;' 


constructive enemy and stripped of his prop- 
erty as if he were a traitor? Does not the case 
I put scatter to the winds the dogma upon which 
compensation is denied him? 

Sir, if it be trae that the few whose cause I 
plead must endure their losses, why not strike 
all the pensioners off the rolls? Nay, why 
pension at all? To what end are these many 
millions of pension money drawn from the 
industry and capital of the country every year? 
Do you say it is to compensate those whom the 
fortunes of war have crippled and made less 


substance contributed, in eonjunction with the 
soldier's valor, to briag about the result? Why 
and upon what principle are you guilty of the 


|! inconsistency of compensating and pensioning 
l! a man as a Union soldier, and robbing him of 
his property as a constructive enemy? - : 
Sir, when I consider the results which have 
followed the war I feel that no amount of 


money we can expend in doing justice can © 


measure the benefits to liberty, humanity, and 
freedom we have acquired. The imagination 
cannot take in the grand future in store for 
this nation if it be true to the principles upon 
which it is founded. That cause of shipwreck 
which the fathersfeared has disappeared. That 
rock to which all political prophecy pointed as 
the one against which theship of Stateshould be 
dashed to pieces has sunk forever in the ocenn. 
She floats upon a calm sea with no cloud visi- 
ble in all the horizon. There are no more 
bond and free. The sun which looks dowa 
upon forty million peoplesees nota tingleslave 
in the whole of this Republic. We have ini 
grafted upon the Constitution that freedom and 
on political equality henceforth belong 
to all. ' 
Shali we in whose keeping is now the goo 
name of the nation; shall we who are writing 
its history, blot the page whieh records the 
complete restoration of the Union by an act 
of signal injustice to these suffering loyal men? 
No, sir; let us rather so administer our trust, 
while the: honor of. this great nation is in our 
keeping, that men shall ever ‘say its greatness 
was excelled by its virtue. Let us de nothing 
that shall cause this good loyal soul for whom 
I plead to heave a sigh, so gentle, it may be, 
as to fallonly upon the all-listening Kar; a sigh 
bubbling up from this wounded: heart, scarce 
confessed, that thie unjust Government was 
. not worth the sacrifices made to save it. No, 


sir; in disposing of this question let us: do | 


' nothing to make him danbt the justice of God 
or mourn. the ingratitude of his country. 
{During Mr. Paarr’s. remarks the mosning 
' bour expired; but by unanimous consent he 
was allowed to finish his speech. | nee 
Mr: McCREERY. Mr. President»-— - 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ax- 
THONY in the chair.) ‘This bill having been 
taken up by general consent, the regular order 
of business must be taken up, which. is.the 
Calendar. : ; SERE a 
‘Mr. McOREERY. I suppose that what little 
I have to say will not be objected to on the 
part of any Senator present. ee 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Souator 
from Kentucky asks unanimous consent to con: 
tinue this discussion. -Is there any objection? 
The Chair hears none, and the Senator from 
: Kentucky will proceed. A RA 
Mr. MeCREBRY: The distinguished Son- 
ator from Indiana [ Mr. Paarr] in the opening 
of his remarks took occasion to..allade to the 
. fact that I objected to a bill which he intro- 


' duced the other day in behalf of a colored eiti» |: 


i zen of the State of Virginia. The Senator 


‘ omitted, inadvertently no doubt, to state the : 


|: reasons. 


' me to supply that deficiency: 
‘| the: proposition on the ‘ground 
l! posed to singling out a solitary individual and 


relief, while a.class,:and a very large ‘class, 
'' according to the gentleman’s own showing, 
|| oecupied the same position: :. The gentleman 

has spoken. earnestly and ably, as he always 
| does; but he failed, as I remarked before, to 
| give the reasons which induced me to inter 
| pose the objection which I did yesterday. > - 
O Eam in favor of going much furtherthan'the 
|i gentleman himself goes. He seems to me to 
| occupy a sort of half-way position. I move to 


| This, instead of impairing its force, will make 


If he had given the reasons of my | 
objection it would have been unnecessary for | 
I objected to | 
that l was op- | 


giving him the benefit of a law for his special | 


| strike out the word “loyalty” wherever it i 
|i occurs in the bill upon which he has spoken, | 


able to support themselves? Why, bythesame | it more extended and more beneficent in its | 


rule, should you not indemnify those whose 


t 


i, operation. I hope that neither this motion nor 


the reasons adduced in its support will fall 
harshly upon.the.ears of the Senate. 

It is time, in-my judgment, that the states- 
men of this country were engaged in devising 
measures to promote the welfare and prosper- 
ity of the whole people. That great object can- 
not be attained by the enactment of discrim- 
inating laws. If you regard party success as 
paramount to all other considerations, sound 
' policy would dictate the necessity of adopting 

milder measures toward the southern people, 

Conciliation follows kindness os naturally ag 
- alienation follows revenge. On the field of Ap- 

omattox the sword was returned to its scab. 
ard, where: I hope it will rust forever. Inthe 
friendiy embrace of the commanders, and in 
the eordial greetings of their followers, the 
horrors of the bloody strifa were forgotten, 

The articles of capitulation were such as a gen- 

erous conqueror could extend to a fallen foe. 

By the fortunes of war they stood upon that 

field in the attitude of victor and prisoner; and 

the victor, instead of aseking to add humilia- 
‘ tion to defeat, adopted the wiser policy of 
` guarantying his peaceful intentions in the gen- 
| erosity.of his terms. 

From the moment of that capitulation mil 
itary operations ceased ;:but a legislative cam- 
paign soon opened which promises to be in- 
terminable in its duration. The pen, and not 
the sword, is the inatrument, and degradation 
' and ruin are the ends.: Prominent among 

these are a system of measures known under 

the general name of reconstruction, from which 
: it may be lesened that a State is a State for 

‘| the. purpose of ratifying s Radical constitu- 
| tional amendment, but that in other respects 
|| a State is not a State until:it has subscribed 
ii and sworn to a string of ftndamental condi- 
'| tions which, when stripped of their pompous 
|| phraseology, mean simply ‘* you are in as long 

as you vote the Radical ticket.’’ The negroes 
of the South are in the enjoyment of suffrage, 
' while the white people: are disfranchised, ex- 
cept so: far as their disabilities are graciously 

_removed by act of Congress. - Wty, Wa ee 

Confiscation, too, has done its wori.: Mrs. 
Lee has been excluded from. Arlington, the 
home which she and her children. inherited 
from their: revolutionary: ancestors. Aged, 
infirm, and feeble as she is; she bas been 
forced to. seek: a shelter between the mount- 
ains of Virginia. What was the crime of this 
prostrate and ‘helpless woman? Her. only 
crime is that she married the man of her 
choice; and for that she has -been despoiled, 
not: only of her houses and lands, but of the 

. yolics, the gifta, and the mementees that were 
‘ left to ber: family by the Father of his Coun- 
try. A bill has passed the lower: House to 
restore this onal property to its owner ; 
and. I hope before the'-adjournment of this 

: Congress some Radical member. of generous 
| impulses will introduce a measure to restore 
i: to ler ber houses and lands.. 5 pale a 
The word ‘loyalty,’ whatever may have 
been its primary signification, now means an 
unfaitering devotion to the fortunes of the Rad- 
ical patty, and has no. connection whatever 
with efforts made to preserve or destroy ‘the 
life of the ration.” “General Morgan, whose 
perilous retreat from Cumberland Gap in -the 
face of superior force has given him high rank 
among ‘the heroes of the war, was not. loyal 
enaugk to hold a seat in the last Congress, 
| although a large majority of the qualified elect- 
ora of his district had voted for him ; but-Gen- 
eral Longstreet; whose: advancing columns 
carried defeat and dismay to-Uniun hearts on 
| more than one ‘occasion; is ‘precisply loyal 
| enough to hold thé surveyorship of the port of 

New Orleans. General Morgan isa Democrat 
and General Longstreet may be a Radical ! 

- The leading objection to this system of mess- 
ure- has been that frauds will ensue, by which 
it is meant, I suppose, that persons who were 
really inimical to the Government might by 
| competent proof establish the contrary and 
draw the money. Still another embarrassment 
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might arise which has not been foreseen. 
very recent convert to Radicalism, with the 
lines of penitential grief deeply marked upon | 
his countenance, might present his claim with 
an assurance that, like Saul of Tarsus, the 
scales had fallen from his eyes. He demands 
pardon for his crime, fellowship in your ranks, 
and compensation for his corn. Under the 
rule in the Longstreet case I ask you if you 
would not he bound to pay this man the mar- 
ket value of his provender? 

The adoption of my amendment will remove 
all inducement to imposition and fraud, and 
will extend an act of impartial justice to all the 
citizens of the country. Iu the progress of 
civilization the cruelties of wars have been 
greatly ameliorated. In the beginning they 
were waged to extermination; but each suc- 
cessive age has rendered them less sanguinary. 
In civilized warfare a hostile commander will 
settle with a citizen for any necessary inva- 
sion of his rights. General Scott, in his march 
upon the Mexican capital, was scrupulous upon 
that point; and can we not mete out the same 
measure of justice to our own fellow-citizens 
that we accorded to the alien enemies of the 
Republic? Hostilities, as the gentleman has 
remarked, have ceased; five years of peace 
have intervened; and it is time that some 
attention was paid to the rights of a common 


A | mas 


at 


|| property of the United States, and may be disposed 


citizenship, Ifthe Army were reduced to ten . 


thousand men, which is amply sufficient for a 
peace establishment, enough could be saved in 
a single year to pay for all the dwelling-houses 
the destruction of which we have had such an 
eloquent description of. If such a course as 
this could be adopted it would do more to 
restore sentiments of fraternity among the 
people than all the reconstruction acts and 
fundamental conditions which ever can be 
enacted. We would move on in harmony, if not 
in prosperity, under the operation of equal 


has giren aid or comfort thereto, the same shall be 
emned as enemies’ property, and become the 


of as the court shall decree, and tho proceeds thereof 
paid into the Treasury of the United States for the 
purposes aforesaid.” 


Section eight provides that the several courts i; 
ower to make such orders, `` 


aforesaid shall have 
establish such forms of decree and gale, and direct | 
such deeds and conveyances to be executed and de- 


u livered by the marshals thereof, where real estate 


shall be the subject of sale, asshall fitly and officiontly 


: effect the purposes of this act, and vest in the pur- 


laws and bound together in the destinies of a- 


common Union. 
te EDMUNDS. Let us have the regular 
order. 


SAMUEL MILLER. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Calen- 


dar is now in order. The first bill to be con- 
sidered to-day is one which was placed at the 
head of the Calendar yesterday, being the bill 
(S. No. 673) for the relief of Nicholas M. Page, 
executorofSamuel Miller, of Campbeli county, 
Virginia. 

The bill was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr: EDMUNDS. [ask that the report be 
read. 

The Secretary read the following report, 
made by Mr. Scotr on the 16th of March: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the claim of Samuel Miller, of Campbell county, Vir- 
ginia, asking reimbursement of certain moneys in 
the Treasury, proceeds of certain bonds of the State 
of Indiana, make the following report: : 

In the examination of this claim the committee 
have been aided by a certified copy of the legal 
proceedings referred to, from which they have de- 
rived all the material facts of the case. 
one confiscation act of June 17, 1862, provided 

at— 


the 


chasers ofsuch property good and valid titles thereto. 
And the said courts shall have power to allow such 
fees and charges of their officers as shall be reason- 
able and proper in the premises. 

In the caso of Samuel Miller, the present claim- 
ant, the following facts are weil established: 

During the rebellion he resided at or near Lynch- 
burg, Virginia, of which State he was a citizen; that 
he gave no aid or comfort to the rebellion beyond 
the payment of taxes imposed upon his property by 
the rebel laws; that he was the owner and possessor 
of five per cent. State bonds of the State of Indiana, 
amounting to $100,000, and $12,000 cash; that a per- 
son of the name of Thatcher, some time in the year 
1853, passed throngh the Union lines and visited Mil- 
ler at his house in Virginia, Thatcher having full 
knowledge of the fact that Mr. Miller had those 
bonds, and having with him a description thereof. 
Thatcher urged Mr, Miller to intrust the bonds to 
him, with a view of placing them in hands where 
they would be seeure at the North; Mr. Miller per- 
emptorily refused to part with the bonds. 

Upon these facts being made known to the United 
States district attorney of the district of Indiana the 
latter, on the 20th of February, 1864, filed in the dis- 
trict court an information or libel aguinst Mr. Mil- 
ler and said bonds, : 

_ One Browning became the informer. A monition 
in the usual form was issued by the court, ordering 
the marsha! to “attach the certificates of said stock 
and said money, and to detain the sume in his cus- 
tody,” &e., and to give notice by publication for all | 
persons to appear in the court on the 16th of March, | 
and make their allegations. 

To this process the marshal, by his deputy, made 
folowing return: ed 

In obedience to the within warrant I have ar- 
rested the property within mentioned, and have . 
cited all persons having or pretending to have any 
right, title, or interest therein, as by said warrant I 
am commanded to do.” ' 

If by the expression “arrested the property ” the 
marshal intended to be understood that he had 
seized and taken into his custody the bonds in ques- 
tion, the return was manifestly false, for on the bill 
of review, shortly to be noticed, the deputy who 
made it expressly swears that— l 

**So far as tho material papers representing the 
stocks thcy were not. Edid not sce the certificates 
or bonds of the State. [did not have them in actual 
custody at any time, nor did any deputy of the mar- 
shal, or the marshal himseif, to my knowledge,” 
` But notwithstanding this singular and suspicious 
return of the marshal, Mr. Miller was, on the return 
day, called and defaulted, and a decree was ren- 
dered by the district judge on the sole testimony of 
Thatcher, and an order made for the sale of the 
bonds, the interest upon them being duc from tho 
Ist. of January, 1862; that the bonds and interest 
were condemned by the court as encmies’ property 
and declared forfeited to the United States. The 
auditor and treasurer of Indiana wero directed to , 
pay to the marshal the interest on the bonds, to the 
amount of $10,900, and the latter ordered to sell the 
bonds at public auction on a venditions exrponaa, and 
give the purchaser a certificato. And it was furfser 


_ ordered that the agent of the State, auditor, and 


: void.” . 


i mado return that he had sold said bonds to two pur- `. 
' chasers (William H. English and EdwinG. Whitney) 


“To insure the speedy termination of the present — 


rebellion it shall be the duty of the President of the 


: forthe sam of $82, 


treasurer of Indiana— 


this jadicial sale. It will be seen that by theseventh 
section above quoted the proceedings aro tn rem. 
The statute did not contemplatethe trial oftheowner 
of rebel property for treason; that could only be upon 
a formal indictment for the crime and trial by jury ; 
but the whole proceeding is directed against the res, 
tho property itself, and is to ** conform, as nearly as 
may be, to proceedings in admiralty or revenue 
cases,” and is to be had inthe distriot ‘within which 
the property above described, or any part thereof, 
may be tound, or into which the same. if movabie, 
may first be brought.” The property in this case con- 
sisted of the State bonds, which were payable to Mr, 
Miller or his assigns, being, as they read upon their 
face, “stock issued: for principal under the acts of 
January 19, 1846, and the act supplementary thereto 
of January 27, 1847, to provide tor the funded debt of 
the State and the completion of the Wabash and Erio 
canal to Evansville.’ They aro in the nature of 
commercial paper nnd assignable at law; not mere 
certificates of “credit” granted to Mr. Miller. They 
are articles snbject tosale and transfer, by which tho 
purcbaser becomes vested with a legal title to receive 
the money, principal and interest, promised to be 
paid. It is not oasy to sce how their legal character 
differs from an ordinary bank note, promissory note 
or bill of exchange payable to bearer or toorder and 
properly indorsed. In popular understanding these 
bonds represented money, and were as much prop- 
erty in the popular sense, and we think in the legal 
sense, as such negotiable paper. 

It need hardly be added that where tho judicial 
proceeding is tn rem the law requires that the court 
or its proper officer sball have actual possession of 
the property which is the subject of it, before such 

roperty can be affected by its judgment or decreo. 
The principle is analogous to the rule of law and of 
universal justice that no judgment is valid as agninat 
the person of the defendant where he has received 
no notice to appear in court and answer the suit. In 
the present case thereis, indeed, no pretense that the 
bonds were during the proceeding out of the posses- 
sion of Mr. Miller, who resided and kept them in 
Virginia; and we cannot conceive, therefore, how 
the district judge could have come to the conclusion 
which hescems to have entertained thathehad juris- 


‘| diction over the bonds and could order their sale. 


: The return to the warrant does not conform to its 


n erty,” but not that he has it in his possession. 


command, which was to attach the certificates of 
stock, and to detain them in hiseustody until further 
order ofthecourt. Instead of thisthe marshal merely 
says in his return that he has * arrested said props 
n 
wo are equally at a loss tosee by whatlaw or author- 
ity the court could adjudge, as it did adjudge, the 
bonds to be null and void. Surely, the alleged cir- 
cumstance that they were owned and held by a rebel 
could not affect their validity as commercial paper 
as agninst the State of Indiana, whose obligation to 


-pay them was not affected by the fact of their being 


so owned and poseeesod. And if they were null an 
void they surely could farnish no basis or considera- 
tion upon which valid duplicates could issue. Neither 
can we sce by what authority the judge ordered the 
issue of such duplicates. Itis true section eight of 
the act empowers the court to make such orders and 
establish such forms of decree and sale as shall fitly 
and efficiently effect the purposes of the act; but 
surely this clause gives the court no power either to 
assume jurisdiction of the rea not in its actual pos- 
session and contro}, and muoh less to compel a State 
officer to issue an obligation binding upon his State 
without explicit authority to be found in the statutes 
of the State. It is believed that none such exists, 
and your committee refer on this point tothe letters 
of the attorney general and auditor of State here- 
unto annexed, at 

We are therefore of opinion that the whole pro- 
ceedings, so far as the original bonds and duplicates 


' issued in lieu thereof were concerned, was in fact 


“Should execute and deliver to the purchaser | 
' lous aspect. On the 29th of May, 1866, the case hav- 
; ing been transferred from the district to the circuit 


new certificates of stock in lieu of the outstanding 
original certificates, and that the original outstand- 
ing certificates (bonds) should be forever null and 


‘At the May term of the court, 1965, the marshal 


286 25, and that he had also re- 


' ceived two years’ interest thereon, amounting to 
: $10,900, making a total of $93,186 25; that ont of this 


United States to cause the seizure of all the estate — 


and property, money, stocks, credits, and effecta of 
the os hereinafter named in this section, [s. e., 
section fiveof theact] and toapply and Bao the same, 
an e proceeds thereof, for the support ofthe Arm 

of the United States.” Pp 7 

Among the persons named is, ‘‘ any person who, 
owning property in any loyal State, orin the District 
of Columbia, shali hereafter assist and give aid and 
comfort to such rebellion.” 

Section seven of the act provides— 

“ That to secure the condemnation and sale of an 
such property after the same shall have been seized, 
so that it may be made available for the purpose 
aforesaid, proceedings in rem shall be instituted, in 
the name of the United States, in any district court 
thereof, or in any territorial court, or in the United 
States district court for the District of Columbia, 
within which the property above described, or any 
part thereof, may be found, or into which the same, 

f movable, may first be brought, which proceeding 
shali conform as nearly as may be to proceedings in 
admiralty or revenue cases; snd if said property, 
whether real or personal, shall be found to have 
belonged to a person engaged in rebellion, or who 


| 


. the other half retained for the informer. 


amount he had retained $4,410 03, and paid into the 
court the sum of $88,776 22. | 

The court ordered to be psid to the attorneys of 
the United States $5,000, and that of the balance, 
after paying clerk’s fees and other costs, one half 
should be paid into the United States Treasury and 
This was 
done. 


At this sale,on the venditioni exponas, the bonds 


: were not present; and the deputy who made the sale 


~ BWES 


Y8: } 

“I had the writ of venditioni exponas, described in 
the question, issued for the sale of said stocks in my 
hands from the date of its test, and was employed in 
its execution as the deputy marshal under Colonel 
Rose. I was present at the sale described in said 
return indorsed on the writ now before me. arshal 


! Rose cried the sale; I took down the bids and made 


j 


the return, which is subscribed in my own hand- 
writing, and delivered the writ, with the return 
thereon, into the office of the clerk of said court. 

saw nothing of said stocks or certificates ; so far as I 


: know they were not, nor was any part of them, actu- | 


ally present at said sale; nor, so far as I know, had | 
they or any part of them ever been in the actual | 
custody of said marshal or any of his deputies.” 

The committee cannot recognize the validity of 


': void for want of jurisdiction. 


But the case now ossumes another and an anoma- 


court, in consequence of the death of the former dis- 
trict judge and the disability of his suecessor to sit 
in the case, Mr. Miller filed a bill of review, alleging 
various errors and irregularities under the former 
libel, and asking for a rehearing on the merits. — 
Qne object of this bill of review was to prevent 
the remainder of the fund boing paid over to the 
informers, of whom there weretwo, John C. Brown- 
ing and Oliver Ludiow: ‘Each filed his answer claim- 


‘ing a moiety of the fund, reasserting the matters 


' tions of the 


charged in the original libel, and denying the allega- 
bill of review. The issues were made 
up on the loth of June, 1867, and the court appointed 
J. D. Howland, its clerk, as special commissioner to 
take the testimony in the case. On the 2th of No- 


-vember Mr. Howland filed the depositions he had 
, taken. 


k This evidence, proceeding from Mr. Miller’s 
neighbors and intimate acquaintances, taken on the 
spot in Virginia and upon due notice to the inform- 


' ers, is entirely conclusive upon the question of his 


loyalty, and negates overwholmingly the charge in 


: the original libel that he had given aid and assist- 
‘anecetotherebellion. The witnesses were numerous, 
_ and their testimony left no doubt upon the mind of 
` the court of the falsity of that allegation. A perusal 


of the depositions leads your committee to the be- 
lief that the charge against Mr. Miller was trumped 


' up by a band of conspirators who sought to rob him 


' of his property by fraud and perj 


li 


ary. l o, 
On the 28th of February, 1868, the circuit judge 
passed an order setting aside the decree of tho dis- 
trict court by which the stock and money were 
declared forfeited to the United States as enémy’s 
property, so far as respected the net proceeds of the 
sale then on special deposit, as erroneous and irreg-. 


3022 


ular; and that the cause, so far as respected that fund,. 
should stand for review and new trial as prayed for 
by Mr, Miller’s petition, 

On the lith of May, 1868, after final hearing upon 
the allegations and proofs, the circuit court passed a 
final decree that the original libelin thedistrict court 
be dismissed, and that Mr. Miller “go henco thereof 
without delay.” And the same final decree con- 
tains the following clause: 


And it is furtber adjudged and ordered as follows, `` 


to wit, that the said Samuel Miller is well entitled to 
have paid over to him, and that the clerk do pay over 
to him or his attorney forthwith, the said net pro- 
ceeds of the said stocks and monoys now on special 
deposit under the ordersof this court, freed and dis- 
charged from any and all claims of either the said 
Browning or the said Ludlow, the informers who 
have heretofore interposed a claim, each of them, for 
a moiety of the proceeds of tho sale of said stocks by 
the marshal, as shown in the previous proccedings in 
this cause; and freed and discharged also trom the 
claim or claims of the United States of all persons 
whomsoever; the clerk of this court to retain from 


such proceeds the following sums for the services . 


particularly specified, to wit: 

** For costs in this cause to the clerk, $2610; to John 
D. Howland, as commissioner in managing said fund 
for three years, at the rate of $250 per annum, amount- 
ing to $750; for costs in case No. 889, in which the new 
trial was allowed of this cause; to the clerk, $56 7; 
to the marshal, $41 30; to Jc $ 
missioner in taking depositions, $500, The said sev- 
eral sums amounting in all to $1,374 15, which are 
hereby allowed and ordered to be paid.” | 

The following is adescription of the original bonds 


Issued to Mr, Miller, and the subject of such judi- 
cial salo, and now, asis supposed, in his possession, 
namely: 


4,000 


Epot nE NSD 


SSESEEESE 


= 


tb anncacoves ov coece: 
419.00. 


gig 
288 


| 


Total....usscccrccscerersscssessossserseescsnsansecees 


In Hen of these bonds the State officers of Indiana 
have issued duplicates to the pretended purchasers, 
English and Whitney. The committee cannot per- 
guade themselves that these duplicates are pro 
and legal substitutes forthe originals. They can find 
no statute of Indiana which authorizes their issue, 
and they cannot admit the principle on which the 
district judge seems to 
tion act of 1862 authorizes the court to compel a State 
officer without the warrant of a State statute thus to 
metamorphose the securities of the State; and we 
ey! that in thin e a pad nat peon 

a proper proceeding passed upon by the highes 
tribunal of the land. , : 

If these duplicate bonds are not valid as against 
the State, and if the pretended sale of the originals 
was, as we think it was, void for want of jurisdiction 
in the district court who ordered it, then the ori- 
ginals are still good and valid against the State. 

But Mr. Miller, by accepting that part of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale set apart for the informers, seems 
to have recognized and ratified the sale, and cannot 


while he hasin hand the money thus derived insist : 


that the sale was void. And by now asking Congress 


to pay over to him the other moiety of the proceeds | 


which was paid into the United States Treasury he 


further confirms the sale and evinces his Willingness i 
is- | 
charged, or at least as no longer available securities . 


to have the originals treated as canceled and 


in bis bands. We think, therefore, that if Congress 
shall see fit to pay over to him the moiety in the 
Treasury he ought to deliver up to some officer of 
the Government the original bonds for safe-keeping,. 
to await the action of the Legislature of Indiana as 
to the final disposition as well of them as of the 
duplicates. i 

The reasons of the judgment of the circuit court 
awarding to him the other moiety of the proceeds we 
cannot but regard as embracing the money now 
claimed. The evidence before the court applied to 
each moiety alike, and there is no equitable or legal 
view which does not apply with equal force to each. 
The sale was made by the district court, the whole 
amognt of proceeds paid into court, and the moiety 
supposed to belong to the United States paid over 
into the Treasury before the bill of review was filed, 
and while, in point of law, the proceedings were un- 
finished and tbe fund still subject to the final action 
ofthe court. Hadthe Government portion of it been 


still in the control of the court there cannot. be the | 


Joust doubt that it would also have been awarded to 
Mr. Miller; ‘but ‘being at that time in the United 
States Treasury, it was of course beyond the reach 
of the court, and can be reclaimed only by an act of 
Congress. Thecase is one of peculiar hardship, and 
raizes a strong suspicion of a criminal combination 
to defraud an innocent man. |, _. ` 

Mr. Miller having died since his petition was pre- 
sented, we think bis executor, on surrendering up 
the original bonds and making them subject to the 
action of the Legislature of Indiana, is fairly and 


have acted, that the confisca- ' 


John D. Howland, ascom- || 


I 


| 
} 
i 


| 
I 


| j 


; proper officer of the court, 
: in cash, $1 l 
From the totter of the solicitor of tho Treasury ef |: 

: the 18th of February, 
: that on the 6th of July, 
the United States in | t 

: which was embraced in the certificate of de 


equitably entitled to os, 
the remaining proceeds of the sale, and report à bill 
accordingly. 
Tt appears from the record that the bonds were 
sold under the order of tho district court, at the Ma 
term, 1865, for $82,286 25, to which should bo added, 
for two years’ interest collected on the same by the 
as shown by the record, 
0,900; whole amount proceeds, $93,186 25. 


1869, hereto annexed, it appears 
1865, the clerk received for 
the case the sum of $41,309 40, 
osit of 
tho First National Bank of Indiana, inclosed in his 
letter to the solicitor of the Treasury of the 10th of 
tho same month, copies of both of which are hereto 
annexed. 

A considerable portion of the fund, the exact 
amount your committee have not the means of stat- 
ing, was paid over for costs and fees by order of the 
district judge. But as Mr. Miller, as shown by his 
receipt of May 15, 1868, hereto annexed, has seen fit 
to treat the saleas valid by accepting a benefit under 
it in the shape of a part of the proceeds, your com- 
mittee do not deem him in equity entitled to a re- 


eseive from the United States | 


| 


imbursement of those costs and fees, but only to the | 


sum now remaining in the hands of the Government, | 


which is $41,309 10, as is further shown by n letter 
from the solicitor of the Treasury of February 23, 
1869, hereto attached. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
SOLICITOR’S Orricr, February 18, 1869. 


Sir: I have the honor to return herewith the letter . 


of Hon. J. M. Howarp, of the United States Senate, 
referred by Mr. Assistant Secretary Hartley to this 
ofice on the 16th instant, asking information as to 
whether the sum of $41,309 40, being half the amount 
of proceeds of the sale of $109,000 of Indiana State 


stocks, sold under the decree of the district court of ` 


Indiana in 1864, under the confiscation act, had been 
paid into the United States Treasury as the moiety of 
the United States. Inreply Ihave tosay that, under 
date of July 6, 186, J. D, 
the United States courts for the district of Indiana, 
reported that in the case of the United States vs. 
**$109,000 Indiana State Bonds, &c., and Samuel 
Miller,” he had received for the United States in the 
circuit court the sum of $41,309 40. No certificate of 
deposit was sent to this office by the clerk for said 
amount, but I find upon examination of the books in’ 
the office of the Secretary of the Treasury that the 
First National Bank of Indianapolis, in its lists of 
deposits to the credit of the Treasury of the United 
States for the week ending July, 1865, reported a de- 


posit by J. D. Howland, clerk United States courts, 
! of the sum of $41,411 73 on account of confiscation. 


per ' 


‘| 


The clerk had received about the same time the sum 
of $102 33 for the United States in another confisca- 
tion case, which, added to the amount received in the 
cage in question, $41,309 40, would make up the exact 


i amountdeposited by him to the credit of the Treas- 


‘ ury on the 8th of 


July, 1865, namely, $41,411 73. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
EDWARD JORDAN, 

Solicitor of the Treasury. 


' Hon. Il. MceCu.ocn, Secretary of the Treasury. 


ease the question had not been i 


[Copy of certificate inclosed.] 


INDIANAPOLIS, July 6, 1865. 
$41,411 73. 
I certify that John D. Howland, clerk of the United 
States circuit court, has this day deposited to the 


credit of the Treasury of the United States $11,411 73 


on account of money realized from confiscation cases, 
for which I have signed triplicate certificates. > 


No. 424. 
JOHN C. NEW, Cashier. 


CLERK’S OFFICE, UNITED STATES COURT, 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, July 10, 1865. 


Str: Inclosed please find statements of moneys : 
| received by me as clerk of the United States circuit | 
and district court for the district of Indiana, amount-. ; 


ing to $42,896 85, and for which amount I have this 


| day mailed certificates of deposit to the Treasurer 


of the United States. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. D. HOWLAND, Clerk, 
Hon. EDWARD JORDAN, 


Solicitor of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 


In the Circuit Court of the United States, district of 
Indiana. E i 


Unirep States vs. $109,000 INDIANA Stocks, ko 


Confiscation. No. 759. Transfer from district to cir- 


| cuit court. 


Copy af receipt for moiety retained in registry of court, 
sulject to the decision of the court as te who was the 
informer; and finally on review awarded to Samuel 


tiller. 
. May 15, 1868. 
I have this day received of J , D. Howland, clerk, 
in bonds, of the fund in the registry of the court in 
this case, $46,400, and, in cash, $1,006 02, making in 
all $47,406 02, being the amount this day ordered by 
the court to be paid to Samuel Miller, less the costs 
and allowances, . J. MORRI ; 
3 z Attorney for Samuel Miller. 


_ 


A true copy. nA 
oer f HOWLAND, Clerk. 


[L. sS. 
Fbracty 18, 1869, 


Howland, esq., clerk of ,: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


t stock created pursuant to t 


' with an indorsement thereof on the 


April 27, 


OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
February 19, 1869. , 

Drar Sir: I have the honor to, acknowledge the 
receipt of your note of the 15th instant, asking in- 
formation as to whether there is any law or statute 
of Indiana authorizing any officer of the State to 
issue duplicate State bonds. 

Under the arrangement of the State debt, by the 
acts of 1846-47, (Acts 1846, p; 5, sec, 4; and Acts 1847, 
p. 26, amendment K, sec. Jit is provided that “tho 
is act shall be transfer- 
able only in the city of New York, in books to be 
provided for that purpose by the State, by the holder 
or holders thereof, or his, her, or their assignees, or 
duly constituted attorney, in pursuance of such 
rules as may be adopted by the agent of State, or 
may be prescribed by law; but no transfer shall at 
any time be permitted except in the surrender and 
cancelinent of the outstanding certificate; provided, 
however, that possession of a certificate of stock, 
back to the 


: possessor, purporting to be by the holder under his 


and, attested by two witnesses, shall be deemed a 
sufficient power of attorney, in all cases, to author- 
ize and warrant the agent of State to trausfer on the 
book, in the namo of such holder, such stock to such 
possessori and tho agent of State shall at all times 

e deemed the agent of the parties for making the 


: transfers undér suchcircumstances; and no rule of 
‘ transfer shall be adopted by the agent of State or 


prescribed by law incompatible herewith; provided, 
however, that the State shall in no case be held re- 
sponsible for the gonuineness of such indorsement 
or attestation. But the fact that an indorsement 
is mado on such certificate, attested as aforesaid, 
accompanied with actual possession of such certifi- 


` cate, shall be sufficient evidence of right, and shall 


| under whic 


be a sufficient warrant to said agent of State, for 
and in the name of the holder of such stock, to 
transfer the same to the possessor of such certificate 
on tho surrender and cancellation of the same.” 
The above section of the act of 1847 is all and the 
only law I have been able to find on the subject. 
Hoping that it may sid you in arriving at a con- 
clusion, I remain your most obedient servant, 
D. E. WILLIAMSON, 
Attorney General of the State. 
Senator Howanrp, Washington, District af Columbia. 


STATE oF INDIANA, 
OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF STATH, 
INDIANAPOLIS, February 18, 1869. 
_ Dran SIr: In response to your note of the 15th 
instant I have to state that the duplicate certi ates 
of Indiana five per cent. stocks, amounting to $109,- 
000, which were confiscated as tho property of one 
Miller, of Virginia, were issued under a decree of 
mandate from the United States district court. 
There was and is no statute of the State of Indiana 
such proceedings could be had. 
Very respectfully, , 
JOHN D EYANS, Auditor of State. 
y 


. G. PALMER, Deputy. 
Hon. T. A. HENDRICKS. f 


— 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
SoLrcITOR’S Orrick, February 23, 1869. 
Sır: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
on the 22d instant of your letter of 19th instant, in- 


|! closing a copy of a certificate of deposit of the First- 
First NATIONAL BANK pF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, ‘ 


National Bank of Indianapolis, for the sum of 
$41,411, 73, issued to J. D. Howland, clerk United 
States court, on account of money realized from 


| confiscation cages, &c., and to say in reply that the 
‘ amount mentioned in said certificate was covered 


into the Treasury by warrant, No. 553, first quarter 


| 1867, as appears from the records of the office of 


| the Treasury of the United States, 


United States Treasurer. . . 
The sum of $41,309 40, included in said certificate,- 


; is stated by the clerk of the court to havo been re- 
| ceived by him for the United States in the daso of 
; “The United States va. $109,000 Indiana State bonds 


ond Samuel air . 

ery respectfully : ee 
*. EDWARD JORDAN; . 

Solscttor of the Treasury. 


Hon. J. M. Howarn, United States Senate. °° 


Before the reading of the report was can» 
cluded, Pn 

Mr. POMEROY. I -think there are objec- 
tions to the bill of such a nature that it cannot 
pass unanimously, and therefore there is no 
need of spending any further time in reading 
the repert. : oe 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
being made, the bill goes over. 

Mr. SCOTT... I do not understand the Sem 
ator from Kansas to objecte — ; 

Mr. HOWARD. Itis avery just bill, — 

Mr. SCOTT. The Senator from Indiana 
not now. in his seat [Mr. Morron] objected 
yesterday when this: bill, was called up, but 
after reading the report he called on me aod 
stated that the facts were recalled to his recol 
lection and that it was a case in whieh Mr. 
Miller, whose executor is now secking relief, 
had been made the victim ofa most unjust and, 
nefarious conspiracy. .This money is dor a 
aud 1 18, 


1870. 


but an act of justice that this bill should be 
to refund it to his executor. 
state in a few moments the result of the recent 
obviate all objections to the bill. 
Me. POMERO 
of the matter is this—— 
Mr. SCOTT. With the consent of the Sen- 
ator from Kansas I will state in a very few 
words the result of the recent decision in the 


‘Ir, POMEROY. I have no objection to 


t 
ba SCOTT. After the first decree was 
made, as the clerk was about reading, a bill 
of review was filed, and upon an examination 
of the testimony in full the former decree was 
vacated. The money raised from the sale of 
the State bonds of Indiana had been divided 
by the decree of the court, adjudging one half 
to the United States and one half to the in- 
formers, after the payment of expenses. The 
one half adjudged to the United States had 
been paid into the Treasury. The one half 
adjudged to the informers had not yet been 
paid to them. After a full hearing upon the 
bill of review the former decree was vacated, 
and the one half which had been adjudged to 
the informers was paid over, under that subse- 
quent decree, to Mr. Miller. 


he might have made to receiving that amount 
of money, $41,000, when really he ought to 
have received over $50,000, he accepted it. 
Now, then, the otber half, which is in the 
Treasury of the United States, being $41,000 
more, is what is here claimed, and that money 
is by the decree of the circuit court of Indiana 
adjudged to be the property of Mr. Miller, he 
having been shown to be the victim of a con- 
spiracy gotten up by persons in Indiana to rob 
him of his money. 

Mr. HOWARD, And in New York. 

Mr. SCOTT. And in New York. It is nat 


necessary to detail the circumstances which ! 


led to that conviction. The honorable Sen: 
ator from Indiana himself yesterday, after 
having mede the objection, stated, on looking 


I could | 


thie :. those bonds were confiscated ; they were 
not taken or sold, because they could not be; 


| Miller held them allthe time. Ata subsequent 


decision in the case, and I think that would | 


Y. The view which I take | 


' executors of Mr. Miller to depositin the Treas- | 


He came into: A ( 
court, and waiving, perbaps, objections which ‘| quires him to 
| the money at t 


i] 
under the decree of the court, and that will 
leave the question to be settled by the State 


session of the court that judgment was pro- 
nounced a nullity. That made those bonds 
good in his own hands. That ia oue view of 
the case. Another is that if you now pay him 
the parties who bought the bonds will have a | 
claim on us. 
true, and this bill ought not to 
stand it—I have not investigate 
one can make that point clear. : 

Mr. SCOTT. If the Senator from Kansas ' 
will permit an explanation, I think I can sat- | 
isfy him on that point. The decree of the court ' 
directed new bonds to be issued by the State | 
of Indiana in lieu of those which were adjudged 
to be void in the hands of Mr. Miller. Those 
new bonds were issued. This bill directs the 


pass as I under- 
it—until some 


ury the old bonds which were in his possession, | 
and leaves the question, if there be one arising, | 
fora contest between the owner of the old bonds | 


and the new bonds, to be decided by the State | 


of Indiana. Mr. Miller cannot claim the bonds, | 
because he is required to deposit them in the | 
Treasury when he receives the money. ! 
Mr. POMEROY. Do l understand the . 
Senator to say that he gave up the old bonds? | 
Mr. SCOTTY. The bill, if now passed, re- 
pr them up when he receives 
e Treasury Department, 
Mr. POMEROY. Whataboutthe new bonds? 
Mr. SCOTT. Tho new bonds were issued 


of Indiana, whether they will take the new 
bonds or the old ones. There will be no holder 


{ 
i 


One theory or the other must be | 


i 


of the old bonds. 

Mr. POMEROY. What becomes of the j 
man who bought these bonds and paid his 
money for them? Supposing they are all pro- 


' nounced a nullity, what becomes of that pur- . 


into the report, that he knew it to be a most - 


nefarious conspiracy upon the part of certain 
persons in Indiana and New York. Mr. Miller 
was an undoubted adherent of the Government. 
He had these bonds in his posseasion in Vir- 
ginia, He refused to deliver them up to this 


man, who by some means got through the rebel | 
lines for the very purpose of getting them out |’ question. 


of his hands and defrauding him of them; and, 
failing in getting them ont of Mr. Miller’s hands 
by false pretenses, he then came back, and hav- 
ing gota memorandum of the number of them, 


the judicial proceedings in the State of Indiana 


+ 
i 
i 


|| the State of Indiana get the old bonds depos- 
it ited in the United States Treasury. 

entered into this conspiracy, which resulted in | 
‘ito 
il 


chaser? 

Mr. SCOTT. He hasall the bonds in his pos- | 
session issued by the State of Indiana. 
bonds will be deposited in the Treasury of the 


` United States. They will not claim them, and 


\ 
| 


| 
4 


in the absence of Mr. Miller, and in a decree `; 


against him. It is simply a case in which the 
Government is now asked to refund to the estate 
of Mr. Miller the money which came into the 


either. 
:: bonds were sold, if somebody did not: buy 
= them? 


Treasury asthe result of this conspiracy against `; 


Mr. Mitler. 

The reading of the report was concluded. 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish simply to say one 
word. During the last session, I think it was, 
while I was a member of the Committee on 
Claims, this matter was referred to me for ex- 
amination, and I went through all the proceed” 
ings. I had a copy of the proceedings of the 
court in Indiana before me, and I investigated 
the case very carefully; and I think the report 
which has just been read was written by myself. 

Mr. SCOTT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWARD. I came to the conclusion 
that Mr. Miller was the victim of a most scan- 


_dalous conspiracy, and that the Government | 


was justly indebted to him in the sum which 


had been placed in the Treasury under a formal | 
I think the 


judicial sale ordered in Indiana. 
claim is a very just one, and the bill ought to 


be passed. } 
Mr. POMEROY. The theory of the case, as 


it struck me on hearing the report, was like ii Senator from Vermont object? 


| 


1 
1 


H 
1 


t 
1 


|! them, as I understand it, eighty-odd thousand 


i 


t 


| go over for further consideration. I should like 
| to look into it. 


of course the State of Indiana cannot be called 
upon to pay any more than one set of bonds. 
Mr. POMEROY. Let meask the Senator; 


t 


l 


These | 


i 


if the decree was void under which these new | 


bonds were issued, what were the bonds good . 
for?. The bonds were void. 
Mr. HOWARD. Let Indiana settle that 


Mr. SCOTT. Then the owner of the new | 
bonds can come here and with the assent of 


Mr. POMEROY. I donotasceit clear enough 
vote for the bill, I confess. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not understand it 
I should like to know, when these 


Mr. SCOTT. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That somebody paid for | 


dollars? ; 

Mr. SCOTT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What has he got? 

Mr. SCOTT. He has the new bonds which 
the court directed to be issued. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. They are in the hands 
of the purchaser? } 

Mr. SCOTT. They are in the hands of the 
urchater. TheState of Indiana issued them, 
in obedience to the decree of the court, and | 
now, in order to protect the State of Indiana, 
before the claimant is paid, his executor is 
required to give up the old bonds, so that there 
can be but one obligation against the State of 

Indiana. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I think this bill had better 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 


| 
{ 
i 
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Mr. EDMUNDS, Yes, sir. ` Aan 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, The bill wili 
be passed over. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. Isaac StrowM, one of its clerks, 
announced that the House had passed a bill 
(H. R. No. 1866) to relieve certain persons 
therein named from the legal and political 
disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States, 
and for other purposes, in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


DISTRICT TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Cal- 
endar will now be proceeded with at the point 
where its consideration was left off yesterday. 

The first bill was the bill (S. No. 594) to 
prende a government for the District of Co- 

mbia 


u x 
Mr. CRAGIN. Ido not think it will be of 
any advantage to read that bill. We cannot 
pass it now. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is very important. 
Mr. CRAGIN. I object to it. ; 
Mr. SUMNER. Letit be read. a 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in 
order if objected to. 
Mr. CRAGIN. Iam willing that it shall be 


read. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That will not be any 
good. It will be a waste of time. - 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iam very much in favor 
of the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Nine tenths of theSenate are. 

Mr. SUMNER. Why not allow a vote to 
be taken on it? 

Mr. CRAGIN. I understand the order 
we are acting under is to go on with bills not 


objected to. 
T The PRESIDING OFFICER. Such is the 


The next bill will be read. 
KANSAS PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
S. No. 458) to authorize and aid the Kansas 
acific Railway Company to extend and con- 

struct its railroad and telegraph line to El 
Paso, in New Mexico. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I object to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

will be passed over. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 
Mr. FLANAGAN. I should be very much 


rule. 


The bill 


| gratified if I could get unanimous consent to 


take up House bill No. 1866, for the removal 
of the disabilities of some Texans recently 
elected to the Legislature and to other offices 
in the State. The Legislature was to meet 
yesterday, and it would be a great favor to pass 


it now. _. ee 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-. 
ator from Texas asks unanimous consent to 
take up the bill indicated by him. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Iam appealed to very strongly 
to withdraw the objection tothe territorial bill. 
I do not care about it personally. If the Sen- 
ate chooses to take up time to read it and 
consider it, let it go on. 4 

' The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Texas asks unanimous consent to con- 
sider a bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let this go on first. 

DISTRICT TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT, , 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill 

S. No. 594) to provide a government for the 

istrict of Columbia. f 

Before the reading was completed, 

Mr. SCHURZ. This is a very important bill, 
and I think it likely that it is a very good one. 
I may vote for it; but it ought to be consid- 
ered, and so I object to its present consider: 


ation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will bepassed. 
over, and the next bill will be read. : 

Mr. SUMNER. Why not let the reading be 
finished? 
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Mr. SCHURZ.: I have no ébjettion to the 
reading of the bill. > ae 

Mr. WILLIAMS. If it is not to be consid- 
ered to-day there is no use in reading it. It | 
will have to be read when taken up again. 


REMOVAL OF BISABILITIES. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next bill oh 
the Calendar will be stated. , 

Mr. FLANAGAN. I had asked unanimous 
consent to take up House bill No. 1866, for 
the removal of political disabilities. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The present occu- 
pant was out of the chair at the time. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1866) to relieve certain 
persons therein named from the legal and polit- 
ical disabilities imposed by the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States was read the first time by its title. 

Mr. POMEROY. How. many persons are 
named ? 

Mr. FLANAGAN, Eleven. They are prom- 
inent members of the Legislature, and other 
elected olficers. The Legislature convened 
pesterants and it is important to get this bill 
through. . 

"Mr. POMEROY. Where a single person 
was appointed or elected to office we have 
sometimes removed his disabilities without a 
reference of the bill to a committee ;. but we 
have always referred the cases to a committee 
where there are more than owe or two em- 

taced in a bill. . , “i 

Mr. FLANAGAN. I know these gentle- 
men, and can iridorse them beyond question. 

Mr. POMEROY. Does the Senator know 
them personally? __. f 6 Bing de nee, 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Yes, sir; Í know them. 
personally, and have known them fer many 

eats. | Fac oe ye hee 
ye The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The bill will be 
read the second time in full; and will then be | 
open to objection, | 7 

The bill was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 1t pro- 
poses to remove all legal and political disabil- 
ities imposed by the fourteenth amendment of 
the Constitationof the United States by reason 
af participation in the Inte rebellion from the 
following persons, namely: Charles I. Stock- 
bridge. Washington county, Texas; Charles 

- Bolles, Harrison coanty, Texas; Hugh C. 
McIntyre, Washington county, Téxaa; George” 
T. Haswell, Robertson county, Texas ; Camil- 
Ins Jones, Colorado county, Texas; A. J. 
Vanghn, Colorado county, Texas; James G. 
Seawell, Galveston, Texas; John S. Jones, 
Galveston, Texas; L. W. Cooper, Houston 
county, Texas; John G. Scott, Anderson 
county, Texas; H. B. Simonds, Hunt county, 
‘Texas, and Richatd Jordan, of Texas, formerly 
of Maine. , 

The bill wag reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a'third’ reading, read ; 
the third time, dnd passed.. _ f 

CITIZENS OF LOUDON COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the; bill 
(S. No. 685) for the relief of loyal citizens. af 
Loudon county, Virginia, therein: Ax 

Mr. HOWARD. That, bill: will lead‘ to. a | 


desires to lave- the bill passed grar. ee 
Mr. WILLEY. I wish to make a suggestion 
to the Senator before he objécts. at, ao 
"Mr: HOWARD. I will hearthe'dapiestion, 
‘Mri WILLEY. f will merely state that this 
bill does not involve any question of the det’: 
struction of property, But only paynient ‘for | 
property which lias been sold, and the pro- | 
ceeds of which ate now in the Treasuty of thé” 
United States, for the larger proportion; 
least, of the amount named in this bill, ana | 
the residue of the property for which this‘ bill | 
ides payment, wás slatightered and‘ased | 
in the Army under the ordér of General Sher: 


to à prent deal of diseuastons ft may bea vety 


: militia, and they servéd through three years. 
_ They stand precisely on the same footing as 


years? 


years tei 


ates 
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l 
mefitorious bill, but I think we had better go | 
on with the Calendar. l! 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The biil will be i 


passed over. 


The next bill où the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 686) for the relief of loyal citizens of 
Loudon county, Virginia, therein named. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is a bill of the same 
title as the otber. It will go over, of coutse, 


with it. ; l 
Mr. HOWARD. Thésathe objection applies. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. | ‘This bill will be 
passed over. 


MASSACHUSETTS HEAVY ARTILLERY. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 145) for the relief 
of the first battalion heavy artillery of Massa- 
husetts volunteers. It proposes to place the 
first battalion heavy artillery of Massachusetts 
volinteers on an equal footing with volanteers 
as to bounties, and provides that all laws rélat- 
ing to bounties be applicable to them, as to the 
other troops of a similar character referred to 
in joint resolution No. 54, approved July 18, 


1863. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear that 
explained by the comtnittee réporting it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The joint réso- 
lation was reported by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts not tow in His séat, (Mr: WILSON, } 
from the Committee on Military Afairs. 

Mr. SUMNER. It comes trom the Com- 
mittee on Miltary Affairs; and I hope it will 
be acted tpon. i 

My. SHERMAN. Fs there a report accom- 
P 


anying'it? j 

The VICE PRESIDENT, There appears’ 
to be no writtén report. - 
Mr. SHERMAN. Then let it go over. ` 
The VICK PRESIDENT. It will be passed’ 


over. 
Mr. SUMNER. I hope not. It ought to be | 
acted upon. Here is my colleague now. - 

‘The VIOD PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
Massaclidsetts [Mr. WrisoN] is now in the 
Chamber. Does thé Senator from Ohio insist 
upon his objection? d 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ewant to know something 
about it. Iam perfectly willing to hear an 
explanation from the Senator. I think a bill 
of this inrportaned ought to be a¢companied by 
a written report ; but $ will hear a statement. 

‘Pie VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio withdraws the objection. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘Iwill simply say that this 
battalion ‘of heavy’ artillery was assigned by 
the Government of the United States to Fort’ 
Warren, held.that fort, guarded the prisoners 
who were sent there; and did all the other duties 
required of them, and wete ready to be sent to 
any portion of the country; in obedience to the 
orders of the Govertinient, and were com: : 


| pletely under the control of the Government. 


hey were in no sense of the word a State : 


the’ troops raised in Missouti: 
Mr. SHERMAN. Did they serve: three 


Mr. WILSON: “Yes, sir; they served three | 


larly E 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Under what dathority of 
Congress was thts battalion raised? 

Mr. WILSON. It was raise@-and accepted’ 
wid rHasteted into’ the sérvite of the United 
Stites uidet gereral law. x 

Mr. EDMUNDS.  By're#ular ctillstment? 

Mr WILSON. Certainly, = 

Mi. EDMUNDS: ‘Then why it the world’ ` 
até they rot ertitled td bounty under the gen- 
eral faw? 

Mr. WILSON. They were raised precisely : 
litte other troops: One battalion of this regi- |. 
ment wis retained by the Government in Bos- | 


‘| ton harbor, and remained there throughout | payment ta the United 
idam ` a a| the wal i A 
Mr. HOWARD. Undoubtedly it will lea@’\/. 


It was in no sense of the word a | 
State militia; but it'was under the orders of | 


othet portions of the country, to whom we 
have allowed bounty by special act. Wo 
allowed these persons to come in; but by a 
mistake and overlooking of the matter this 
battalion of about four hundred men have never 
received any bounty whatever. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why ate they not enti. 
tled to it under the general law, if they enlisted 
in the regular Wady? 

Mr. WILSON. In the first place, these 
troops wete not raised in the general way, 
They were accepted under the laws of Congress 
and put under the control of the Government. 
They were, in the fitst place, raised by an order 
of Governor Andrew, and the Government of 
the United States ordered them to Fort Warren 
and kept them there, and they could have been 
removed to any other place at any time, and 
weré just as mùch under the control of the 
United States as any troops in the service. 

Mr. SHERMAN. $ Ithink we ought to haye 
a written report in guch a case as this. ‘The 
claim seems to bë so clear as the Senator states 
it that Edo not see why it has not beet paid 
under the genéral law; but I think the Senator 
ought to presént a written report. 

“Mr. WILSON. These troops arè on pre- 
cisely the same footing as the troops that were’ 
raisedin Missouri whom we paid bounty by an 
act of Congress. 

Mr. POMEROY. They were paid for their’ 
sérvices, not bounty. 
Mr. WILSON. 
paid bounty, (ates 
Mr. SHERMAN. I think that we ought to 
have a written report in 4 caše likè this, which 

involves a great many thousand dollars. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the joint resolution will be passed over. ` 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest to the Senator 
from Massachusetts whether it would not be, 
better to recommit the joint resolution, so that. 
we may have a written report. . pears 

_Mr. WILSON. _ I have no objection to that. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘fhe joint réso- 
lntion will be recommitted to, the ommittes 
on Military Affairs. 


REVISION OF ARMY REGULATIONS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 668) to enable the Secretary of War to’ 
revisé the patieral regulations for the govern- 
ment of the Army. f 

‘Mr. EDMUNDS. F think that had better 
go over, because it invdlves a new principle 
and will lead to debate, authorizing the Secre- 
tary of War to make laws for the Army. 

‘he VICE PRESIDENT. It willbe passed 


over. 


es, sir; those troops were 


wits. MARY DUNN. 34 

_The next bill on the Calendar was the bili: 
(S, No. 687) for the relief of Mrs. Mary Dunn, - 
of South Carolina. fa ead 
Mr. HOWE. I guess that will be objected’ 
to, and I. do not think. it is worth while to 


read. it. . E tans Eory re 
; The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 


passed over. | i 
e CHARGES P. REDMOND: 


` The next Billon the Galéndar was thë bill’ 


(S. No. 688) for the relief of Charles P.. Red, 


mond. : , agent e ASA 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. This as well as 


the last bill was reported from the game coni- 
mittee, the Committee on Claints, by the Sen- 


. tor from Rhode Island, [Mr. Srracvs.] Is it 


desired that.this bill shall be passed over? | 
Mr. RICE. . No, sit; there is no objection 


' to that. 


There being no objection, the bill was read 
a second time, aud considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It provides that on 
States of any money 
received and all rights acquired by John 
Zebrell, or his legal representatives, to an 
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undivided half interest in half lot in block A, 

E, 2 L, city of Little Rock, Arkansas, as- 

sessed in the name of Scraggs & Brother, and 

the other half lot and interest, tax, and costs | 
paid by W. C. Scraggs at a tax commissioner’s | 
-sale, held May 4, 1865, pursuant to act April | 
7, 1862, the Commissioner of Internal Revenue | 
shall pay to Charles P. Redmond, of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, $625, he being the legal 
representative of Zebrell, and unable to.acquire 
possession of the property from defective 
description or otherwise. > `. Ae E 

Mr. POMEROY. This is the first time that | 
T have ever heard of the Commissioner of Ia- || 
ternal Revenue being authorized to pay money. |: 
He has no money to pay.. , i :| 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator | 
from Kansas move to amend by inserting the || 
Secretary ofthe Treasury? . ae ; 

Mr. POMEROY. No, sir.  - -i 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to hear the |: 
bill explained. E onana, 

Mr. RICE. Iwill explain the bill. ©. j! 

Mr. TRUMBULL... Is there a report? | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There appears | 
to be no written report. 

Mr. RICE. At the direct 
ansas in 1864 these-lots were sold and bid for 
by Mr. Zebrell, I believe.. Mr. Redmond be- 
came the assignee of Zebrell and paid over the 
money for him. The lots sold did not corre- 
spond in description to the lots assessed. The 
Government received the money, but is unable 


tax sale in Ark- || 


to make title or deliver possession because of 
the defect in description. This bill provides 


that Redmond shall release to the Government | 


all claim to the property aud receive his money 
ack. À 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to know 
ifthe doctrine of caveat emptor does not.applv 
there? Isthe Government of the United States 
going to pay back the money where lands are 
gold for taxes-and the party does not get a good 
title? o Spe hh Be tall : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois object to the’ bill? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; Ido not-object 

‘to its consideration, but 1 shall vote against 
its passage as I understand it. 

Mr. RICE, The fault was in the deserip- 
tion of the property. The Government could 
not convey the land which was sold, and can- 
not convey it; and the purchaser has got. no 
title and has acquired no land. | 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator means the 
Government could not give even a tax title. ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. But a tax title is as 
good as any if it is all perfect. : Most of the 
tax titles in my State have been failures. There 
is generally some. defect in the proceeding; 
acres of land sell for cents, and people take | 

their chances ; but they never expect to get the 
money back that they bid out of the State 
treasury in case they do not get a good title to 
the land. , Pe E : 

Mr. RICE. I wish to make a further state- 
ment. -This tax sale is: different: from the 
ordinary tax sale, Here the- property sold for 
pretty near its value, and all the money went 
to the Government. It was not like atax sale 
where the property sells for a mere nominal 
price, but the property sold for approximately 
its value. The Government sold a piece of 
-property different from that which was assessed; 4 
a piece of property that was not forfeited to 
the Government; a piece of property that was 
not taxed in one sense of the word, or in any 
sense, so far as that sale was concerned. This 
was a direct tax sale. The taxes were paid 
on the property as described, so far as it ap- 
pears; but they sold another piece of property 
entirely. 

Mr. POMEROY. I moveto amend the bill 
by striking out the words ‘‘ Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue” and inserting “‘ Secretary 
of the Treasury.” 

he amendment was agreed to. T 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 

ed, and the amendment was concurred in. | 
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Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not wish:to object 
to the bill ; but I do not see on what principle 
the Government can refund this money. As 
I understand, the law is general that a man who 
bids off property at a sale for taxes bids at his 
peril. There is no warranty of title on the part 
of the Government. _ It is his business to know 


‘before he bids whether the description of the 


land is correct or not. He ought to have ex- 


amined the assessment rolland the proceedings | 
| to ascertain whether or not they were regular. 
‘Tf he went to a tax sale and bid off property 


blindly and inconsiderately, I cannot see upon 


what principle he can ask the Government to | 


refund the money that he paid. If these titles 


| Should fail in any case for any irregularity on 


the part of the Government, the principle would 


require the Government to refund the money. 


An irregularity in describing the property is no 
more fatal than any other irregularity in a tax 


proceeding for the sale of property. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
common. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes, sir; andifyou affirm 
the doctrine that where a title fails in cases 


It is one of the most 


|| where property is sold for taxes the Govern- 


ment must refund the money we shall have to 


| pay back about all:the money the Government 
| has received.on account of tax sales in the 


southern States. It is a very dangerous pre- 
cedent to establish. I should be very glad to 
see this man get his money; but I consider this 
bill as objectionable on’ account of the pre- 
cedent, and it seems to me the Senator from 


| 


Arkansas will see that it is objectionable in ; 


that respect., 


. Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Illinois | 
and the Senator from Oregon fail to make a | 
distinction between an ordinary tax sale and a li 
sale by a commissioner under the direct tax 


law of 1862. There is a very striking differ- 
ence made by the law, and it was made pur- 
posely. In the sale under the direct tax law 
the whole property is sold, not a portion of it. 
-Under the tax laws of the various States a por- 
tion of the land is sold. Under the law of 
Ohio, I know, the purchaser bids how mach 
of the property he will-take and pay the taxes: 
That: I believe is the usual law in the different 
‘States; and the law prescribes which portion 
of the land to be sold for taxes the purchaser 
shall bid for. I believe it is the northwestern 
corner, &c. He takes so much of the land and 
pays the taxes. But a sale under the direct 
tax law by a commissioner is a very different 
thing. There the land is sold,and a patent, or 
something in the nature of a patent, is issued 
to the purchaser; and in many cases, especially 
in South Carolina, the land is sold for several 
times, perhaps a hundred times the amount of 
the taxes. it seems to me in this case, if the 
United States have really got the money for 
land to which they had no title, and their offi- 
cers so conducted the sale as not to convey any- 


thing to the purchaser, the United States can- | 


not do less than refund the money received. 
It seems to me there is a sufficient distinction 
between this case and the ordinary case of a 
tax sale, under the laws of the States, to justify 
us in refunding the money that we have got 
without consideration, and the consideration 
for which failed by the fault of our own ofi- 
cers. I therefore shall vote for the bill. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
must be misunderstood, or there could be no 
question about it. As I understand from the 


Senator from Arkansas, there was a piece of | 


property knocked off at a tax sale on which 
there were no taxes due; and this is a bill to 
refund to the bidder the amount of money he 
paid in as taxes on property on -which there 


was no tax due, and for which no deed or cer- | 


tifieate has been given. Money is refunded in 
my State every day under such circumstances, 
If the auctioneer puts up to sale and knocks 
off to a bidder a piece of property on which 
there is no tax due, and for which the authori- 
ties give no title whatever, it refunds the money 
to the bidder as a matter of course. 


It seems to me this case || 


| Augustus R. M 


| and other like walls, so as to render t 


| no person shall be held 


The bill was. ord 


ered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, 


read the third time, and passed. 
SOPHIA A. MOEN, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1418) for the relief of Sophia A. 
Moen. 7 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill was re- 
ported from the Committee on Patents, was 
considered by the Senate in Committee of the 
Whole on a previous occasion, and the morn- 
ing hour expired before final action was had 
upon it. The Secretary will report the bill as 
amended. The amendments were previously 
agreed to in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WILLEY. To meet the objection made 
by the Senator from Illinois, which I think wag 
perhaps well taken, I offeranother amendmeut 
to the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the bill as it was amended pre- 
viously in Committee of the Whole and then 
the amendment of the Senator from West 

irginia. 

The Secretary 
follows: 

An act for the relief of Sophia A. Moen. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents be, and he is ‘hereby, authorized to hear and 
determine the application of Sophia A. Moen, ad- 
ministratrix, and Philip L. Moen, administrator of 
oen, for an extension ofletters-patent, 
granted on the 26th day of February, 1856, and reis 
sued to the said Augustus R. Moen on the 8th day 
of April, 1856, for a new and useful improvoment in 
the construction of basement, cellar, vault, conduit, 
hemimpervious 
to water, upon evidence in the same manner and 
with the samo effect as if the said application had 
been made within the time prescribed by law: Pro- 
vided, That in case said extension shall be grantod 

liable for damages for in- 
en the date of the expira- 
ent and the date of such 


read the bill, as amended, as 


fringement thereof betwe 
tion of the original. pat 
extension. , 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 

est Virginia now. moves to further amend the 
bill. The amendment will be reported. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to add as an additional proviso the fol- 
lowing: nd a 

And provided further, That any persons or persons 
who shall have engaged in the manufactura of the 
said invention singe the expiration of the letters- 
patent aforesaid, and prior to any renewal thereof 
by virtue of this act, may continue the manufacture 
thereof and sell said manufacture without any lia- 
bility therefor to the said Moen, his heirs or assigns. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senateas amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 

It was ordered that the amendments be en- 
grossed, and the bill read the third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
Its title was amended so as to read, ‘‘ A bill for 
the relief of Sophia A. Moen, administratrix, 
and Philip L. Moen, administrator of Augustus 
R. Moen.” 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Represent- 
atives, by Mr. Cuinton Luioyp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolution, in which it 
requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A_bill (H. R. No. 228) to enlarge the jurise 
diction of the probate courts in Idaho Terri- 


tory; . 

A bill. (H. R. No. 230) to require the hold- 
ing of additional district and circuit courts of 
the United States in the district of Indiana, and 
for other purposes; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 
the act of April 20, 1870. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled 
bill (H. R. No. 779) to redefine a portion of 
the boundary line between the State of Ne- 
braska and the Territory of Dakota; and it was 


269) to amend 


|| thereupon signed by the Vice President. 


RESTORATION OF ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS. 
The next business on the Calendar was the 


joint resolution (S. R. No. 127) to authorize 
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the President ofthe United States to restore to 
the active list certain officers of the medical 
department ; which was read. lt proposes to 
authorize the President to restore to the active 
list of the Army Chief Medical Purveyor Rich- 
ard S. Saterleeand Assistant Medical 
Charles McDougall, who were retired by order 
of the President on the 23d day of February, 
1869, and whose places have not been filled, if 
he is of opinion that these officers are capable 
of performing the duties of their offices, and 
that the public interest will be promoted by 
their restoration to the active list. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that that joint 
resolution be indefinitely postponed. I know 
something about the circumstances under which 
it originated; and I think the object is not 
entirely to provide for these two venerable gen- 
tlemen who have been retired, one of whom is 
seventy and the other nearly eighty years old. 
I believe the committee are pretty well satis- 
fied of the propriety of the motion. 

Mr. WILSON. 
better be passed over. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 


passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This joint res- 
olution will be passed over. The next bill 
will be reported. 


FORT GRATIOT RESERVATION. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(EL R. No. 945) to provide for the survey of 
the Fort Gratiot military reservation, in the 
State of Michigan; which was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
appropriate $3,000 to complete the survey and 
subdivision of the Fort Gratiot military reser- 


Let it be 


i 
l 
j 
1 


mitteo that Dr. Read was tho firat to discover and to 
demonstrate the feasibility of using hard metals, as 
wrought iron, copper, and brass, for the expanding 


| sabots of rifle projectiles; a system upon which the 


- suecess of rifled ordnance of large caliber is evidently 
1, dependent. 


urveyor ` 


‘Besides this he has matured improved forms of 
projectiles, from whioh there is good reason toexpect 
still greater efficiency and safoty in the service of the 


heavy rifled guns, now indispensable for iron-clad | 


, warfare. 


: and ex 


These improvements gavo such promise of useful- 
nesg as to induce a written agreement with the Secre- 
tary of War in 1856, placing them at the disposal of 
the Government upon its own terms as to remunera- 
tion. A copy of this agreement is heroto annoxed. 

‘As nothing has yet been paid the inventor under 
this contract, and as the agreement itsolf has proba- 


Michigan if the Committee on Military Affairs 
had any evidence before them as to the part 
he took in "‘ the late onpleasantness’ between 
the two portions of the Union? 

Mr. HOWARD. I am not aware of any 
| particular showing having been made to the 
, committee as to his taking a part in the recent 

unpleasantness. The committee, however, 
‘considering this matter, looked upon Dr, 
Read, whatever he may have been politically, 
` as a mere scholar, as an inventor of somewhat 


| remarkable genius in that line. That he made 


bly saved the Governmont a large amount of money, | 
andas the present development of our rifled ordnance ': 


by the use of onst iron for guns, a cheaper material 


than is available with the rifle-sheli systems of Eu- ; 
: rope, omanated directly from the carly improvements 


periments of Dr. Road, the committoe recom- 
mend that the sum of $17,000 be appropriated in vin- 
dication of the good faith of the Governmont and as 
remuneration for tho use of his improvements and as 
an indemnity for his actual expenses in perfecting 


_ them, as well as for the time and attention devoted 


I think the resolution had , 


vation in pursuance of law, and the money is : 


to be returned to the Treasury from the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of any part of the reservation. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without ` 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


J. B. READ. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. _ 


which was read the second time, and consid- :' awarded 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 


ar n fal p eiai AE £ goba = i after accrue to the United States in the development 
? Hij 


to them. 


Mr. FOWLER. I should like to know of 


there was any contract on the part of the Gov- 
ernment? 


Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir; a contract entered | 
into between the Secretary of War, then Jeffer- | 


son Davis, and Doctor Read. The Clerk will 
find it on the next page of the document con- 
taining the report. 

The Secretary read as follows : 


Copy of papers from War Department in relation to Dr. 
Reaa’s shetls for rifled ordnance. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Wasainaton, April 19, 1856. 
Sie: Before incurring tho heavy expense incident 
to the further experiments with the elongated, iron, 
expanding projectiles from rifled cannon proposed 
by you it will be necessary to enter into some ar- 
rangement to secure to tho United States on reason- 
able terms the use of your suggestions should the 
result of the trials make it advisable for the Depart- 
mentto adopt them. I have therefore to propose 


that you assign to the United States the right to | 


make further trials of, and afterward forever, freely 
use for all Government purposes the improvements, 
inventions, and suggestions covered by your patent, 


: should they be deemed worthy of adoption, in con- 


No. 691) for the relief of Dr. John B. Read; |: sideration of which use forever, should it be adopted, 


‘ you will receive such 


by the Secretary of War upon the report || committee regarded as simply a not illiberal, 


compensation as may be 


‘| of a board of Army officers to be designated by him. 


the use by the United States of his inventions i 


and improvements in projectiles for rifle can- | 
non, his acceptance of which sum shall be | 
deemed a full satisfaction of all his claims aris- ; 


ing under his agreement with the War Depart- 
ment, entered into in the year 1856. 

Mr. HOWARD. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out in line seven all after the word ‘‘can- 


” . $ $6 z | 
non’ and inserting “up to the time of the ‘| ditional assent to the terms on which this Depart- 


|: ment, with your sanction, proposed to prosecute 
That the sum of $17,000 be, and the same is hereby, |: 
appropriated out of any moneys not otherwise ap- | 


approval of this act;’’ so as to read: 


propriated, to Dr. John B. Read, in full satisfaction 
of all his claims for the use by the United States of 
his inventions and improvements in projectiles for 
rifle cannon up to the time of the approval of this act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the 
report in that case. Thatis quite a large sum 
of money. 

The Secretary read the following report sub- 


mitted by Mr. Howarp, from the Committee ` 


on Military Affairs, on the 22d of March: 
. The Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia 


having bad under consideration and examined the | 
memorial of Dr.John B. Read, asking compensation | 
for improvements and discoveries made by bim in | 
(| 


the form and material of projectiles for rifled ord- 
nance, submit the following report thereon: 

The original patent and the public experiments of 
Dr. Read date from the year 1856, at which time rifled 
ordnance of large caliber practically did not exist in 


any country, as shown by the fact that the United i: 
States Government then only possessed one absolute | 


rifled gun, and the text-books of the Military Acad- 
emy at West Point contained no allusion to the now 
important subject of rifled ordnance. 

‘The public experimentsof Dr. Read wereconducted 
during three years, and chiefly at his own expense; 
but before the close of 1859 his system of projectiles 

ad been proved to be practicable, from field-pieces 
ug toten-inch columbiads. A 
it has been shown to the satisfaction of the com- 


| terms of 
ernment should further trials be directed by you. I : 


The cost which has already accrued and will here- 
and trial of your suggestions and inventions to bea 
a matter of consideration in fixing the measure of 
compensation. . 
Respectfully, your obedient serrant, 
H. K. CRAIG, 
. Colonel of Ordnance. 

Dr. J. B. Reap, Washington City. 


ORDNANCE OFFICK, _ 
WASHINGTON, May 1, 1 


Alabama, dated April 29, 1856, conveys his uncon- 


| great improvements in tho matters of project- 
iles for rifled guns there can be no doubt; 
and he took out a patent, which is still in ex- 
istence, I believe, to protect his inventions. 
The Government of the United States availed 
itself of his inventions, under the agreement 
. made between himself and Mr. Davis, while 
‘the latter was Secretary of War. Dr. Read 

has never been paid a farthing by the United 

States or any other persons for the use of hig 
_ inventions. 


7 ‘Mr, SUMNER. Anterior to the war? 
the Senator who has this bill in charge whether , 


`- been any such report to my knowledge. 


farther experiments with his compound iron pro- | 


jectiles. 
r. Read secures the interest of the Gov- 
inclose a copy of the terms proposed to Dr. Read, 
(A,) copy of his letter of conditional acceptance, 
(B,) copy of letter from this office requiring uncon- 
ditional accoptance, (C) and letter from Dr. Read 
giving unconditional assent, marked ( D.) 
Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 
H. K. CRAIG, 
Colonel of Ordnance. 

Hon. Jerverson Davis, Secretary of War. 


(Indorsement.} 


The arrangement is approved, with the understand- 
ing that the board of officers in fixin 
of compensation shall report their decison as to 
what part of the plan presented is an invention of 
Dr. Read, and also what part of his invention is 
considered worthy of adoption in the United States 
service; and remuneration shall be limited to the 
part so found to be new and useful. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS, Seeretary of War. 

July 28, 1856. 


Mr. HOWE. [see that this arrangement 


1860 to 1865? : 
Mr. HOWARD. I suppose he resided in 
Alabama. 
Mr. HOWE. -I inquire of the Senator from 


the measure | 


| was made between a former Secretary of War |; 
aud a citizen of Alabama, Dr. Read. I should | 
like to know where Dr. Lead resided from ` 


tis believed that this acceptance of the |: to. 


|! the war he came up to Richmond to give in- 


| Mr. HOWARD. Anterior to the war or 
| since the war; he has never been compensated 
' at all; never has received a cent. The com- 
mittee thought, therefore—— 
| Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask the Senator if any 
' report has been made by a board of officers as 
to the value of the invention? 
Mr. HOWARD. No, sir; there has never 
No 
board has ever been constituted with a view to 
` perform the function referred to in the indorse- 
ment of Mr. Davis. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Then how did the com- 
mittee arrive at the conclusion that this inven- 
tion was worth $17,000 to the Government? 

Mr. HOWARD. They arrived at the con- 
clusion from an examination of a vast amount 
of papers in manuscript, and from talking with 
other persons who had knowledge on the sub- 
ject. If a claim could be made in behalf of 

r. Read for the use of his invention by the 
United States during the war he would recover 
| a very large amount under his patent. The sum 
' mentioned in the bill now before the Senate the 


| but very low compensation for his time, his ex- 
| penses, the use of his talentsas an inventor, &c. 
| Mr. SUMNER. Was he loyal during the 
war? 
Mr. HOWARD. Iam notable to say whether 
' he was loyal during the war. All I can say is 
what he said to me himself, and that I will 
state with perfect frankness-—— 
Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to ask the Senator 


Sre: The within letter from Dr. John B. Read, of f whether he did not really superintend the 


` making of these same guns for the rebels dur- 
ing the war? 
‘ Mr. HOWARD. That is what I was coming 
He told me that at the breaking oat o 


structions to the ordnance officers of the 
rebel government in the use of his invention, 
but tbat he never took any other part in the 
war at all; never held a commission, and took 
no other step. 

Mr. SUMNER. What more could he do? 
53 Mr. HOWARD, This undoubtedly is against 

im. 

Mr. HOWE. Slightly! [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to state the whole 
case. : 

Mr. CHANDLER. Let the bill go over. 

Mr. SPENCER. I hope it will not go over. 
It is a very just bill, and ought to pass. 

Mr. HOWARD. Let me be’ understood, 
Mr. President. Even admitting that Dr. Read 
was a rebel and participated in the war against 
| the United States, it remains nevertheless true 
that our own country availed itself of his 1n- 
ventions and discoveries to a very great extent. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That was prize of war. 

Mr, HOWARD. No; not exaetly prize of 
war, because Read had a contract with the 
| Government, which has just been read, forthe 
| use of his invention. Now, I have nothing, 
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more to say. If the Sevate think that a man 
eo situated is not deserving of any compensa- 
tion at all for the use of his invention so be 
it. 
aa inventor, as a man of genius, as a scholar, 
devoting his whole life to inquiry, the fruits 
of which have been availed of by the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

Mr. HOWELL. I ask the Senator if he had 
a contract with the rebel government during 
the war? 

Nr. HOWARD. I never heard that he had. 
I suppose he had not. 

Mr. SUMNER. He taught the rebels. 

Nr. HOWELL. I understand the rebels 
used the same gun. 

Mr. SUMNER. He taught them how to 


use it. 

Mr. HOWELL. They had the benefit of it 
as well asthe national forces. 1 think the bill 
had better go over. 

Mr. SUMNER. 


Mr. President—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; let us vote on it, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Iowa withdraw his objection? 

Mr. SUMNER. Allow me one minute. 

Mr. HOWELL. I do not object to the con- : 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like to ask my 
friend whether ia his judgment, independent 
of positive law, the Government from which | 
the patent right proceeds ought to pay for the | 
use of the patent? My own judgment is to the | 
contrary; and I propose at an early day to . 


to interfere with the rights which were granted 
to Mr. Sutro? 
Mr. STEWART. Not the slightest. There 


It seema to me that he is to be treated as | is nothing in the bill which will possibly touch 


> him. 


: bedeemed to impair any lien which may 


| 


} 


shall be entitled to use, without compensation, 


any patent issued by this Government. The 
Senator is aware that the highest courts in 


! applies to quartz lodes. 


duces ' appli l ines. They do not apply t 
England have recently asserted that principle, -' ote p acer mines D led A aoa 


l 


merely in the interpretation of the patent laws. © 


As I understand it, in England now the Gov- 
ernment may use any patent without paying for 
it. It seems to me that is an equitable rule; 
and as our courts in the face of our statutes - 
may not be able to declare it I hope Congress 
will enact it. Now, to apply that propres ' 
this case, it seems to me that unless we are | 
positively obliged to pay this patentee we ought | 
on general grounds to refuse. 

Mr. HOWARD. Ishall not enter into a | 
discussion of the legislative policy to which | 
the honorable Senator refers. It does not | 
arise here at all. We know that under our 
present patent laws if the United States see fit 
to use a nt they must pay for it. 

Mr. SUMNER. They ought not to do so. 

Mr. HOWARD. I do not know about that. 
Tam not by any means certain about it; but 
such at present is the law. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As this bill is objected 
to, we are wasting time in debating it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio renews the objection, and the bill will be 


passed over. 
MINING CLAIMS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. B. No. 562) to amend an act granting 
the right of way to ditch and canal owners, 
over the public lands, and for other purposes; | 
which was read. 


t 
| 
' 
[i 
{ 
i 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The amend- || 


ments reported by the Committee on Mines 
and Ming will be read. 

Mr. STEWART. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Mines and Mining to withdraw 
theamendments. After having consulted with 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
I think they are unnecessary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 
Nevada, on behalf of the Committee on M ines 
and Mining, proposes to withdraw the amend- 
ments reported by the committee to this bill. 
The Chair bears no objection to that course, 
and the amendments will be regarded as with- 
drawn. 

Mr. TROMBULL. I inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Nevada whether there is anything in 
this bill, or whether it is intended in any way 


' of land in Illinois by Congress have effect upon 


i 
i 
| 
| 
' 
' 


i 
t 


Mr. TRUMBULL. My attention wascalled 
to it by Mr. Sutro. 
the thirteenth section might interfere with some 
rights granted in the former act to him. If 
the Senator has no objection I will send to the 
Chair a proviso that this shall not interfere 
with that act. 

Mr. STEWART. I do uot know why the 
Senator should want to send this bill back to 
the House of Representatives for a matter of 
that kind, i 
does interfere with Mr. Sutro’s rights. It was 
suggested that the amendment might be con- 
strued in that way, but it will not have that 
effect. 


[ 


that it will require the concurrence of the 
other House. : 

Mr. STEWART. I have objection to send- 
ing this important bill back to the other Elouse 
in the state of business there. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There is no trouble in 


He was apprehensive that !; the House in concurring in the amendment. 


| I will send my amendment to the Chair, and E 


; hope it will be adopted. 


It certainly contains uothing that ` 


Sutro’s a@ was a special act granting : 
p g 


to him certain special rights on the Comstock ' 


lode. A general act would not interfere with 
it anyhow. 
ervation in this very section in these words: 

Provided, however, That nothing in this aot shall 

avo at- 
tached in any way whatever to any mining claim or 
property thereto attached prior to tho issuance of 3 
patent. 


That was a special act giving him.the grant 


of certain privileges; and a general act would |; 


not abrogate it. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. A general act might 
interfere with the grants of a special act. The 


| section is rather broad, and I am not prepared 


bring in a bill declaring that the United States  ¢ say what may be its precise effect. 


Mr. STEWART. Another thiog. His act 


This section only 


the same subject-matter at all. Ithas no more 
effect on Sutro than would the grant of a piece 


him. They are different subjects-matter. These 


placer claims. ‘he language is: 


That the act granting the right of way to ditch 
and canal owners over the public lands, and for other 

arposes, approved July 26, 1866, 

ereby, amended by adding thereto the followin 
additional sections, Nos. 12, 13, 14, 15,16, and 17, re- 


| spectively, which shall hereafter constitute and form 


j 


{ 


a part of the aforesaid act. 


And farther: 


That claims usually called “placers,” including : 
deposit, excepting veins of quartz or | 

other rock in place, shall be subject to entry and , 
| patent under this act under like circumstances and | 


all forms of 


conditions, and upon sifnilar proceedings as are pro- 
vided for vein or lodo claims. 
This bill docs not apply to quartz claims at 
all. Why, then, send the bill back to the House? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Lapprehend that there 
will be no difficulty in the House concurring 
in an amendment of this kind. The bill is not 


intended, as I understand by the Senator from | 


Nevada, to affect any rights under the act to 
which he has referred; but he will see that 
this thirteenth section is very broad: 

That where said person, corporation, or associa- 
tion, they and their grantors, shal! have held and 
worked any claim authorized to be patented by this 
act or the act to which it is amendatory’’— 

“ Any claims ’’— 

Mr. STEWART. Any placer claims. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Where a person has 
worked any claims authorized to be patented— 
“fora period equal to the time prescribed by the 
statute of limitations for mining claims of the State 


or Territory where the same may be situated, evi- 
dence of such possession and working of the claims 


for such period shall be sufficient to establish a right ; 


to a patent thereto under this act, in the absence of 
any adverse claim.” 


I am not sufficiently advised as to the fact 


whether there may not be placer claims that , 


might interfere with these rights in this way. 
Mr. STEWART. I am, perfectly. 

_ Mr. TRUMBULL. As it is not intended to 
interfere with it, and the parties interested in 
that claim suppose it may interfere, I cannot 
see what objection the Senator can have to 
accepting the proviso which I propose to offer. 
There can be no objection certainly, except 


Then again there is a special res- | 


i! 
i the time in the papers. 
| are mere advertisements of it. 
| ment has nothing to do with the bill. 


i 
ji 


jl 
f oi 
'! advertising Sutro’s scheme. 


i 


‘| this matter. 


are sections extending the preémption laws to |: 


i: That it bas effect on the claim of 
| am not prepared to say as a lawyer. 


I think the Senator 
will agree to it when he hears it. I move to 
amend the thirteenth section by adding to the 
proviso it contains the words which I send to 
the Chair. 

The words proposed to be added were read, 
as follows : 

Nor to repeal, impair, or in any way affect the 
provisions of the act granting to A. Sutro tho right 
of way and other privileges, to aid in the construc- 
tion of a draining and exploring tunnel to tho Com- 
stock tode in the State of Nevada, approved July 

Mr. STEWART. Iam most certainly op- 
osed to that. I am opposed to any more 

PARA about Sutro; for him or against 
him, L am opposed to any more of that hum- 
bug one way or the other. It is a mere adver- 
tisement for Sutro. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator is op- 
osed to any legislation for or against Sutro, 
et this amendment go on the bili, and that will 

be the end of it. 

Mr. STEWART. No; itis simply an ad- 
vertisement of Sutro’s tunnel. You find it all 
All these propositions 
his amend- 
It does 
not apply to the same subject-matter; and I do 
not propose to make every particle of our legis- 
lation in regard to mines the machinery for 
That is all it is. 
This section of the bill simply applies to placer 
claims ; and there is a reservation that is com- 
plete and perfect, so that it cannot possibly 
affect him. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Ne- 
vada speaks with some warmth with regard to 
I certainly do not wish to impair 


be, and the same is ,, the effect of the bill at all; but it is suggested 
g. 
l; 


to me that apprehensions are entertained that 
this bill would interfere with rights under the 
law specified in the proviso which I have 
offered. The Senator from Nevada does not 
intend it that way. The Senate does not in- 
tend to pass a bill indirectly to effect an object 
in this way. It does relate to the same sab- 
ject-matter. The subject of this section is 
mining, obtaining title to miog property. 
Ír. Sutro I 
I bave 
not sufficiently examined to decide that point; 
but those who have examined it think it might 
be construed to affect his claim. 
Mr. STEWART. Any respectable lawyer 
in the world who has examined it knows it will 


| not affect it. - 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Then the amendment will 
do no harm ; let it go. 

Mr. STEWART. No; I do not propose to 
have this bill advertise Sutro. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You are advertising him 


now. 
i Mr. STEWART. Our tables have been filled 
|, for the last two or three years with all soris 


1 


of publications about Sutro and his tunnel. He 
seems to have been tunneling Congress and 
not the mines. He never will make his tunnel. 

Mr. FOWLER. In the Committee on Mines 
and Mining I gave my consent to the bill with 
the understanding that it should not touch the 
rights of any person. Not being thoroughly 
acquainted with the subject, I was not pre- 
pared to judge of the mining interests it would 
affect. Our attention was brought to this very 


| matter, however, and the Senator from Kansas 
: [Mr. Ross] and myself addressed a letter to 


the Commissioner of the General Land Oftice, 


i to which he replies that it may affect the rights 


of this party. He says: ‘The design and 
scope, therefore, of section thirteen are not 
entirely clear to my apprehension.”’ I of 
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course do not understand the rights and inter: 
ests of these parties in the mining sections of 
the country, because I have not had mach 
opportunity to look into the subject-matter. 

Mr. STEWART. Wil the Senator hand me 
that letter? 

Mr. FOWLER. Certainly. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the statement just 
made is correct the amendment certainly had 
better be adopted. 

Mr. COLE. I have some amendments that 
T should like to offer to this bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let this one be acted on 
now, as we have been talking about it. 

Mr. HARLAN. As objection is made to the 
amendment I think the bill had better go over. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be |; 


passed over. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope the Senator from 
Towa will not object. Let us take the vote on 
it. [appeal to him to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. HARLAN. No; I think the bill had 
better go over. ; 

Mr. THAYER. If we can come to a vote, 
why not let us vote? If there is to be no more 
discussion, why postpone the bill? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair un- 
derstands the Senator from Iowa to persist in 
his objection. The Secretary will report the 
next bill on the Calendar. | 


MATILDA VICTOR. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


|. the word “to” after “ bogp 
| ** shall,” and by striking ou 
| * Navy” in the ninth line and inserting ‘‘ who 


(S. No. 699) for the relief of Mathilda Victor. | 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that go over. 


-- NAVAL PROMOTIONS. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 163) for the relief 
of certain officers of the Navy ; which was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
organize a board of three officers, not below the 
grade of rear admiral, who shall examine into 
the cases of such officers as may deem them- 


| selves unjustly passed over by promotions made 
| in conformity with the act of Congress approve 
! July 25, 


1866. This board are to report their 
conclusions to the Secretary of the Navy for 


| such action by the Executive and Congress as 


to them may seem proper. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I propose to amend the joint 
resolution slightly, by striking out the word 
t this” before “‘board’’ in the eighth line, and 
1” and inserting 
all after the word 


shall report the same to Congress;’’ so as to 
read, “ which board shall report their conclu- 
sions to the Secretary of the Navy, who shall 
report the same to Congress.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DRAKE. I move to amend by adding 
the following additional section : 


And be it further resolved, That officers who have 
been promoted in pursuance of the ninth section of 
the act to amend certain acts in relation to the 


Navy, passed March 2, 1867, shall be entitled tore- || 
ceive, from the date of such promotion, the same pay | 
when not on active duty that they were, at the time ; 


:. of being £0 promoted, entitled to when not on such 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be ` 


passed over. l 
JAMES L, RIDGELY. 


The next business on the Calendar was 
joint resolution (H: 
of James L. Ridgely, collector of internal 
revenue for the second district of Maryland ; 
which was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 1t proposes to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury and the accounting officers 
‘thereof, in the settlement of the accounts of 
James L. Ridgely, collector of internal revenue 


for the second district of Maryland, to credit 


him with the sum of $1,617 75, internal rev- 
enue stamps stolen from his office, if it shall 
appear the loss was without fault or negligence 
on his part. ts 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered. to'a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MINERVA LEWIS. 

`” The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 700) for the relief of Minerva Lewis, 
‘as administratrix of Ezekiel Lewis, deceased. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. HOWARD. Let that bill go over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. 


Mr. PRATT. Ts that bill objected to? — 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection is | 


made by the Senator from Michigan. 
CHINA STEAMSHIP LINE. 

The next bill on the Calendar. was. the bill 
(S. No. 331) to increase mail steamship ser- 
vice between the United States and China and 
Japan. 

Mr. MeCREERY. I object to that. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I hope :the Senator will 
withdraw his objection. There is no bill of as 
much national importance now pending in 
either House of Congress. We ought not to 
hesitate one minute to pass the bill. We ought 
really to pass it. l 

Mr. MeCREERY. It isa matter of consider- 
able importance, and I insist on my objection. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I hope the Senator will not 
persist in 1t, : 

Mr. COLE. I trust the Senator from Ken- 
tucky will withdraw his objection and allow 
this bill to pass. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. .The bill is not 
before the Senate, objection being made to its 
consideration. 


: repealed. ` 


the | 
‘R. No. 125) for the relief | 


duty. under the laws then in force regulating the pay 
of officers of the retired and reserved lists of the 
Navy, and the eaid ninth section of said act is hereby 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Whatis the effect of that? 
Mr. DRAKE. Iwill explain, in response 


‘to the inquiry of the Senator from Vermont, 


that this is a section of a bill heretofore passed 
by the Senate more than a year ago. There 
was a report made on the subject to the Senate 
by the Committee on Naval Affairs, and a bill 


‘introduced which was afterward incorporated 
into a bill containing other provisiotis, and that 


bill hag never been acted upon in the other 
House. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SPENCER. I object to the consider- 
ation of the joint resolution. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
tation will be passed over. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Then I move that the Senate 
adjourn. f . 

Mr. DRAKE. Itis perfectly evident that 
the Senate is in no condition to do business 


The joint reso- 


i this afternoon if bills are to be thrown over 
inthis way by a single objection. 
Senate will adjourn. 


I hope the 
. The VICE PRESIDENT. The. Senator 


! from New Hampshire moves that the Senate 
.do now adjourn. 


Mr. CRAGIN. Iwithdraw the motion; but 


I wish to state— 


Mr. WILSON. Any Senator has a right to 
object to a bill. 


Mr. CRAGIN. ` Certainly, I reserve that | 


right myself. ‘his little-bill is of no earthly 
consequence to anybody except a few naval 
officers. It does not involve one cent of ex- 
pense. It is a mere provision for furnishing 


_to the President and the Committees on Naval 
. Affairs the reasons why a man should be ad- 


vanced in his grade. The law authorizes it 
now, and there are constant appeals made to 


-us, and there are several nominations pending 
! which we decline to act upon until we know the 
‘reasons. 


We propose that this board of high 
naval officers take the whole-subject into con- 
sideration so as to be able to tell us why partic- 
ular men should be advanced for meritorious 
services. That is all there is of it. 

Mr. SPENCER. The reason why I object 
to this bill is because I-am opposed to some 
features of it, and I wish to speak upon it at 


|| some future time in connection with other bills 


‘lin regard to the Navy. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint reso- 
lution is objected to, and the next bill will be 
read. 

BERGEN HEIGHTS ARSENAL, 


The Secretary. The next business on the 
Calendar is the joint resolution (S. R. No. 10) 
directing the Secretary of War to sell Bergen 
Heights arsenal. | 

The joint resolution was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It is a direction to 
the Secretary to sell at. public auction, to the 
highest bidder, the lands and tenements belong- 
ing to the United States, situate in the county 
of Hudson and State of New Jersey, and known 
as the Bergen Heights arsenal. The sale is 
to be made on the ground, after thirty days’ 
notice in the Newark Daily Advertiser and 
Newark Evening Courier, papers published in 
the city of Newark, and inthe Daily Times and 
Evening Journal, papers published in Jersey 
City, New Jersey. ‘The proceeds arising from 
the sale are to be paid into the Treasury of the 
United States. 

Mr. WILSON. J will simply say that it is 
believed that this land will bring into the 
Treasury from seventy-five to one hundred 
thousand dollars, and the War Department is 
in favor of selling it. ua 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move toamend by add- 
ing to the list of newspapers in which this pub- 
lication isto be made the New York Times 
and the New York Tribune. I think there 
ought to bea publication in New York city 
papers. The papers named in the bill may 
not circulate among the parties who may want 
to buy the property. 

Mr. WILSON. Ihave no objection to the 
amendment. . i 

The amendment was agreed to. 


. The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate as amended, and the amendment con- 
curred in. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be'en- 
grossed fora third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

GEORGE S. ATKINSON. ` 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 197) for the relief 
of George S. Atkinson, late assistant quarter- 
master of volunteers; which was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It is a direction 
to the proper accounting officers of the Treas- 
ary Department, in adjusting the accounts of 
George S. Atkinson, late assistant ‘quarter- 
master of volunteers, to credit and allow him 
$2,043 01, the proper vouchers for which sum 
were lost and destroyed: at Mobile, Alabama, 


| in May, 1865, by the burning and destruction 


of the Government vessel Kate Dale. > 
Mr. WILSON. 1 will simply say that this 


i| resolution came from the House, was referred 


to out committee, and reported by the Senator 


| from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cameron, ]@ member 


of the committee. : It simply provides for pay- 
ing this officer this small sum of money. - The 
vouchers were in a safe on board a vessel, 
which was blown up in the harbor of Mobile. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. And this simply provides 
for a credit in his accounts? a 

Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. as 

The joint regolution. was reported to the 
Senate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING IN ALBANY. - 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 708) to provide for a building for the use 
of the post office, castom-house, United States 
circuit and district courts, and internal revenue 


: offices at Albany, New York; which was read 
ithe second time, and considered as in Com- 


mittee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary 
of the Treasury to cause to be constructed 8 
suitable building, fire-proof, at Albany, New 
York, for the accommodation of the custom- 


-house, post office, United States circuit ang 
„district courts, and internal revenue offices; 


and appropriates for this purpose $300,000, to 


1870. < 


be.expended.under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, who shall cause proper 
plans and estimates to be made, so that no 
expenditure shall be made or authorized for c re, > 
the fall completion of the building and-pay- || build a similar structure in Albany. 
ment for the site thereof beyond the amount | Mr. RAMSEY. I have no doubt that the 
herein appropriated; but no money hereby | Government is now paying more for the rent 
appropriated is to be used or applied for the ‘ of public buildings there than the interest on 
urposes mentioned until a valid title to the © this sam amounts to, and if a building is to 
and for the site of such building shall be vested : be erected by the Government of the United 
in the United States, nor until the State shall > States there it certainly should not be a mean 
also duly release and relinquish to the United : building. : x 
States the right to tax or in any way assess the © Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
site or the property of the United States that ` to the Senator from. Michigan that we had 
may be thereon during the timethat the United various delegations from the city of Albany 
States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


merce, to say :the ‘least, than Albany; and I 
think that neither of those buildings cost more 
than $110,000. It seems to me the Albany 
people are asking a pretty large amount to 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan to reduce the amount to 
$200,000. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. STOCKTON. I move to amend the 
bill by striking out “three” and inserting 
‘four, so as to make the appropriation 
$400,000. 

The amendment was rejecied. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 


reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


: before us representing all the faets in the case, © 
It is sug- ; and it will cost something considerable even | 


gested to me that the title should be approved i to obtain the proper site for the building. We ` 


‘by the Attorney General. Ihaveno objection : have left it in a way that will probably force - 
: the citizens of Albany to contribute at least — 


to that amendment. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Thatis always done. ` < one half of the cost of the site in order to 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Itis always | have a proper building for the city as the eap- | 


done as a matter of course, I suppose. 


, ital of the largest State in the Union. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 


The Departments never | 


Mr. RAMSEY. And a building erected by ` 


take a title until it is approved by the Attorney ; the Federal Government you certainly do not ‘a 


General. i want to be a mean one. -> 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont.; -I will not |.. Mr. HOWARD. I should like to have a 
insist on the amendment. - ' vote of the Senate on my amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I will state that that is ` 
the invariable rale of the Departments. Ihave | tion was made lower than it otherwise would 


JAMES C. SLOO. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 144) for the relief 
of James C. Sloo. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. It 
requires the Postmaster General to allow James 
C. Sloo, late postmaster at Cairo, Illinois, an 
additional credit of $2,000 as services as such 
postmaster from July 1, 1864, to July 1, 1866. 

The Committee on Post Offices and Post 


i Roads reported the joint resolution with an 


amendment, to strike out ‘* $2,000” and in- 


': sert $1,400. 


Mr. COLE,- The amount of the appropria- : 


had business of that kind with the Departments || have been on account of a suggestion made ` 


on several occasions, and they never accept a || by acommittee of citizens there that the city of , 


title except it is approved by the Attorney | Albany itself would in all probability furnish a - 


General, ‘| site for the building, so that the entire appro- 


Mr. FENTON. I have no objection to the | priation might be expended in the erection of : 


amendment which is suggested. : the building. There is a hope that that may 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator , be the case, and it is supposed if that is the 
from New York states that he has no objection |; case that $800,000 would only make an ade- 


regarded as agreed to. if. 

Mr. HOWL. I wish to suggest to the Sen- || 000 would be quite sufficient. If the good 
ator from Vermont.if there ought not to be a i people of Albany intend to furnish the site for 
poon in the bill limiting the cost of the || the building, that will lessen the cost somewhat 


uilding. | of the entire strueture. I insist on my amend- 


_ Mr. FENTON. Itislimited, 9 __ l ment. 
“ Mr. HOWE. _I did not hear it. i. Mr. COLE. : The Senator certainly did not 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Itis provided |; understand my remark. I stated that it was 
supposed that $300,000 would be only adequate 


as stringently as possible that nothing is to be | 
‘done until previous estimates have been made, '! to put up the building even if a site should be 
| procured. The estimates were considerably 


and the contracts have been made, so. as not | 
to exeeed the amount appropriated. __ | more than that, for the building and the. site 
Mr. SUMNER. I am ready to take any- || would-cost we do not know exactly how much ; 
thing on this: subject that the Senator from | 
Vermont reports. SE A fat. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont... We propose 
to-report but three or four bills of this char- 
acter, and they will be for buildings in the 
capitals of States. , ; 
Mr. HOWE, The very gracious state of | 
mind in which I find the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts rather mortifies me, [laugh- 


Mr. HOWARD. The honorable Senator 


$8,000,000. It seems to. me that $200,000 is 
sufficient. : 

Mr. RAMSEY. When we consider the char- 
acter of the city, the amount of its population, 
‘ter;] but nevertheless I should like to hear the || and the character and resources of the nation 
bill reported-once more. : that is to erect this building, without any dis- 

The Secretary read the bill. . ; 

Mr. HOWARD. I move to strike out the | 
word *‘ three’ and insert ‘‘two,’? so as to 
-make the appropriation $200,000. - 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I suggest to 
‘the Senator from Michigan that this is to be a 
building in a very considerable city, where the 
‘postages amount to nearly one hundred thou- 
‘sand dollars a year, and they have no Gov- 
ernment buildings there whatever. This build- 
‘Ing 18 to accommodate the district and cir- | 
-cuit courts, the custom-house, internal revenue 
offices, marshal’s office, and the post office, and 
‘we have put the sum, down. $200,000 below 
what the petition and the various reporta on 
the subject demanded. Believing that $300,- 
000 would answer the purpose, and that noth- 
-ing less would, we reported tbat amount, 

_ Mr. HOWARD. The Government erected a 
similar building at Cleveland, Ohio, a similar 
one at Detroit, Michigan, another one of the 
same kind at Milwaukee, all of those cities, I 
‘think, being larger than Albany-— `.. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. . Oh, no.‘ 

Mr. HOWARD. _ Possessing a larger com- 
Merce, more important in the, scale of com- 


we shall vote down the amendment. 
Mr. MORRILL, of: Vermont. I will- atate 
that the other bills we have reported for smaller 


cirtuit. and district court, the custom-house, 
the. internal revenue offices, the post office, 


at the. very lowest possible sum that would 
erect the building and make it a respectable 
public edifice for the State of New York. 

. Mr. FENTON. I do not- wish to discuss 
this bill; I am gare itis not necessary. ‘The 
committee have carefully considered the mat- 
ter and came to the conclusion -that $300,000 


small, but the liberality of the Albanians i 
an assurance that any deficit important.in the 
eonstruetion of a first-elass building will be 
made up.. I hope the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan will be voted down and the 
bill passed as it is now reported. = -> © 


cannot be unmindful of the fact that it will | 
|| depend very much on the kind of building that ; 
is put up. whether it will cost $300,000 or |! 


respect to the Senator from Michigan, T hope i tributing office for our southwestern army, and that 


cities are limited to $100,000; but in consid- | 
eration of-the vast amount of business of .the ||’ 
l: duces letters from Hon. A. W 
ii General, and from Hon. St. John B. L, Skinner, First 
A | Assistant Postmaster General. 

and various other departments. to be acgom- |: 


modated in this building at Albany, we put.it | 


was a good and sufficient sum for the proposed |. 
Pecrorement: Looking tothe business, wealth, |. 
and population of Albany, I thought the sum |: ` 


‘| made by the late Postmaster General I am satisfied 
. they are as therein st forth. 


| 
| 


i for the relief of James C. Sloo, h 


' Illinois, at a salary fixed at $3,000 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Thereisa report 
accompanying this joint resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Letit be read. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Probably the Senator 
reporting it can state the substance of it to 
save time. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. No; let us have the report 


i read. 


The Secretary read the following report, 


) ODJE li i? l : submitted by Mr. Ramsey, trom the Committee 
to the proposed amendment, and it will be | quate building to supply the needs of the city. ` 


Mr. HOWARD. If that be the case $200,- ` 


on Post Offices and: Post. Roads, on the 29th 
of: March: 


The Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the joiat resolution (S, No. 144) 
J aving had the samo 
under consideration, beg leave to make the following 


report: 

That from the Ist day of July, 1864, to the Ist day 
of July, 1866, James C. Bloo was postmaster ut Cairo, 
i , in pursuance of 
the law of July 1, 1864, which provides that * when- 
ever the compensation of pastmasters of the several 
offices for the two consogutive years preceding the 
Ist day of July, 1864, shall have amounted to: an 
average annual sum not less than $3,000, such offices 
shall be assigned to the first class;” and the pay of 
postmasters of this classcannot exceed $4,000, nor be 


‘probably fifty or one hundred thougand dollars. | lesg than $3,009. i 


. The basis of estimate of the salaries of the various 
classes named in said act was the average Cow pensa- 
tion of tho postmasters of the respective otlices tor 


: the two years next preceding tho istof July, 1864, 


according to the former method of compensation, 
The claimant represents that under the former 
system, namely, that of commissions and box rents, 


_ his salary would have been more than $3,700 a ycar 
' instead of $3,090, and that in consequence of the sal- 
` ary being improperly fixed at $3,000, on account of 


the Post Oce Department not being in possession 


|: of accurate information at that time of the amount 


i. of revenue derived from box rents, he should now 
i: be allowed the $1,400 difference, é 


It appears that the ofice at that time was the dig- 


the service wasaf an extent and character to demand 
morethan the ordinary care and labor appertaining 
to an offiee of that class: in fact, was second in that 
respect to no other oflice in the West except that of 
Chicago. : 

In support of this application the claimant pro- 
. Randall, Postmaster 


’ Mr. Randall, in reply to a letter addressed to him 
by Mr. Ferry, of the House of Representatives, 
states that there is no doubt but that the postmaster 
at Cairo received less salary for the two years men- 


` tioned than he would haye under the old commission 
: system, as under that his pay would have been $3,700 


a year instead of $3,000, making adifference of $1,400 


in his favor. He adds: " But the salary having been 


fixed as required by law, I did not feel justitied in 
reviewing the matter without further legislation. 
The claim seems to be equitable.” Mr. Randall’s 
letter contains the following indersement by the 
present Postmaster General: 


Post Orrics DEPARTMENT, March 5, 1870, 
On.e careful examination of the within statements 


NO. A. J. CRESWELL, 

`; ; . . Postmaster General, 
The letter of Mr. Skinner is corroborative of the 

figures of Mr. Randall’s letter, and of tho statement 

of the claimant that the labor at this office was very 

arduous. : 


3030 


Mr. Skinner’s Ictter is as follows: 


_ Post OFFICR DEPARTMENT, 
Wasinxcorton, D. 0., April 22, 1883. 

Sır: In accordance with your request, made rome | 
days since, the papers in the case of the Cairo, IHi- | 
nois, post ofico have been again examined, ‘ 

lu fixing tho salary from the lst of July, 1564, as 
required by the postal act of that date, the actual 
amount derived from box rents could not be ascer- , 
tained, because no fullreturn had been made thereof. . 
Tene, in fixing the salary, $2,000 of tho amount 
was put down as arising from the commissions, and 
the other, $1,000, estimated as the receipts from box . 
rents, fixing the salary at $3,000a year; but the actual 
returns from box rents for thosubsequent two years | 
ending June 50, 186, showed that the box rents | 
amounted to $1,700 a year instead of $1,000, as esti- | 
mated. Thereforo, had tho postmaster been paid 
under the former system of box, rents and commis- 
sions his salary would have been $3,700 a year instead - 
ot $3,000, In other words, the box rents were under- 
estimated, 

The tabor at this office was very arduous, and 
should an allowance be mado under tho circum- | 


stances itshould not be taken as a precedent forother | 


eases, 
Tho papers left by you are herewith returned. ; 
I have the bonor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 
moet obedient servant, . 
ST. JOHN B. L. SKINNER, 
Acting Postmaster General. 
Hov. ALEXANDER Ramsey, Chairman Committee Post | 
Opices and Poet Loads, United States Senate. 


James N. Tyner, a special agent of the Post Office | 
Department, states that he had charge of the office 


i 
I 
+ 


€ which was under consideration a few moments | 
since, and in which the Senator from Nevada | 


"tion to the bill reported. by the Committee on : 


for sixty days prior to the appointment of Mr. Sloo, | 


and that be frequently visited the offsce on official 
business between the fall of 1863 and the summer of 


1846. He says that ` the postmaster performed more ; 


labor and assumed greater obligations than any sim- 
ilar officer in the West for the same compensation.” 
He says, also, that injustice was done Mr. Sloo, the 
claimant, in the adjustment of his salary. 

A resolution granting the desired relief passed the 
House of Representatives during the second session 
of the Fortieth Congress, bat failed on account of a 
want of time to obtain any action from the Senate. 

The committee, therefore, are of the opinion that 
the salary of the claimant for the timo mentioned 


inad th i dored, and that he | N 
was inadequate to the servicesrendored, ane tual O® | ator from Massachusetts if he will not be good | 


is entitled to an allowance based upon the entire 
receipts of the office for the years 1862 and 1863, and , 
do, therefore, recommend the passage of the accom- 
panying joint resolution. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
is on the amendment reported by the com- 
~ mittee. | 

Mr. POMEROY. I have never been able 
to understand this case pinin and could | 
notin committee. Iask that it be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed | 


over. 

Mr. RAMSEY. It is as plain a case as ever 
was presented. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have no objection to | 
the chairman explaining it. I tried in com- | 
mittee to understand it, but could not. I will | 
withdraw my objection if the chairman desires | 
to explain it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom | 
Kansas withdraws his objection. 

Mr. POMEROY. I understand it will give 
rise to debate, and I think it had better go 


over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 


-over. 
OVSE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. Curxtow Loy, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled bill (H. R. No. 1866) to | 
relieve certain persons therein named from the | 
legal and political disabilities imposed by the 
fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States; and it was thereupon signed 
by the Vice President. 


OBJECTIONS WITHDRAWN. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 716) to provide for the better security | 
of life on board of vessels propelled in whole 
or in part by steam, and for other purposes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no | 
objection the Secretary will report the bill. 

Mr. WILSON. It has been read, I think. 

Mr. STEWART. Before that bill is read I 
should like to appeal to the Senator from Towa 
to withdraw the objection that he made to House 
bill No. 562, so that it can come up to-morrow 

‘morning when the Calendar is called again. 

Mr. SUMNER. Howmany pages are there 

of the bill we have now reached? 


territorial government in the District of 


| 
' placed at the head of the Calendar for to-mor- | 
| 
l 
{ 


| 687) for the relief of Mrs. Mary Dann, of | 
| Jet it be placed at the head of the Calendar? 


! only said that it would be debated by others. |; 


; steamship bill. 
i terprise, and I hope he will not persist in his 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. There appear to 
be only fifty-four pages. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Tt will not take long. 

Mr. HARLAN. I do not desire by my single | 
voice to prevent the consideration of the bill | 


feels a deep personal interest. I am willing © 
to withdraw my objection with a view of its | 
remaining on the Calendar, and during the | 
evening or to-morrow morning | can look at | 
the bill. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- | 


Mines and Mining, and on which there was || 
some discussion as to an amendment proposed : 
by the Senator from Illinois, being placed at | 
the head of the Calendar for to-morrow? The | 
Senator from Iowa withdraws his objection, 
and the Senator from Nevada asks that it be 


row. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 desire to ask the Senator 
from Alabama if he will not withdraw his || 
objection to Senate joint resolution No. 163, 
constituting a naval board, so that it may be |, 

laced at the head of the Calendar, and he can | 
ook at it during the evening, and be ready for : 
its consideration in the morning. Aci) 

Mr. SPENCER. I withdraw the objection : 
for that purpose. 

Mr. SUMNER. Would not the Senator from | 
Missouri (Mr. Scnurz] be good enough to 
withdraw his objection, and in the course of 
this evening look at the bill providing fora ' 


Columbia? | 
Mr. HOWE. Irise to inquire of the Sen- 


enough to look at the bill for the relief of J. 
Milton Best? pLanghter.] 

Mr. SCHURZ. l was just going to ask the 
Senator from Massachusetts why his objection 
should not be withdrawn to a bill of mine. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By unanimous 
consent these two bills are to be placed atthe 
head of the Calendar. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Which bills? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Not the bill to 
which the Senator refers, but the bill reported 
from the Committee on Mines and Mining, to 
which the Senator from Iowa [Mr. Haran] 
objected; and the joint resolution reported 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which 
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Spencer] 
objected. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator from 
Wisconsin who objected to the bill (S. No. 


South Carolina, withdraw his objection and |; 


Mr. HOWE. I did not object to that. I |) 
I had heard it intimated that it would be. I 
have no objection to it. ‘ 

Mr. ANTHONY. If itis to be debated, 
then there is no usein placing it at the head 
of the Calendar. 

Mr. POMEROY. Letit go over. 

- Mr. RAMSEY. -I shonld like to appeal to || 
my honorable friend, the Senator from Ken- 
tacky, to withgraw his opposition to the China 
That is a great national en- 


objection. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Kentucky [Mri McCnzxry] is appealed 
to by the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. RAMSEY. - I appeal to the honorable 
Senator to withdraw his objection tothe China 
steamship bill. It ie a great national enter- 
prise, and I hope he will not persist in his 
objection. 5 

Mr. McCREERY. That bill deserves the 
serious consideration of the Senate before itis || 
passed, and it should not be passed in this way. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kentucky declines to withdraw his objection. | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 


|| Committee on 


Stiles, 


April 27, 


adjourn. 
business. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Vermonthas risen toa privileged motion, which 
is that the Senate do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


It seems that we cannot do any 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, April 27, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m, Prayer 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien. 


The Journal of yesterday was read. 
FUR-BEARING ANIMALS IN ALASKA. 
Mr. DAWES. Irise to a question of privi» 


» lege. I desire to correct the Journal. [asked 


yesterday to have a bill which I introduced to 
prevent the extermination of fur-bearing ani- 
mals in Alaska printed, and referred to the 
‘ommerce. The gentleman 
from Rhode Island [Mr. Dixon] asked to have 


i pronen with it his substitute for a bill from the 


enate on the same subject. I observe that the 
Journal states that he reported back his bill to 
the House, and asked to have it printed and 
recommitted. That was not the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so 
understand the motion. It was merely that 


‘| the bill should be in possession of the com- 
| mittee and printed. 


Mr. DAWES. That was the understand- 


ing. 

The SPEAKER. The Journal of yesterday 
need not be interfered with if to-day it be 
ordered that the motion by which the bill was 
recommitted be reconsidered and that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

The Journal of yesterday was then approved. 


CALL OF THE ROLL. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the roll of 
members be called. 
The question was put; and there were, ona 


division—ayes 69, noes 50. 
Mr. BEAMAN. I call for the yeas and 


nays. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays will 
be a call of the roll, 

Mr. BEAMAN. I want the yeas and nays. 

On ordering the yeas and nays there were— 
ayes forty; more than one fifth of those present 
voting affirmatively. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
if the vote is in the affirmative the roll under 
this call will be called twice. 

Mr. BEAMAN. That will be just right. If 

ntlemen want to spend time in calling the 


| roll, let them do so. 


The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 54, nays 116, not voting 
57; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames,’ Arnell, Asper, 
Beatty, Beck, Bird, Blair, Burdett, Cessna, Clinton 
L. Cobb, Cook, Conger, Cowles, Eldridge, Ferriss, 
Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Getz, Hambleton, Hay, 
eflin, Holman, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Knapp, 
Lawrence, McNeely, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. 
Moore, Morphia, Negley, O’Noeill, Orth, Rice, 
Rogers, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Starkweather, 
Swann, Upson, Van Auken, Van Trump, 
Ward, Wheeler, Whitmore. Willard, John T. Wilson, 
Winchester, Wood, and Woodward—54. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Armstrong, Atwood, Ax- 
tell, Beaman, Benjamin, Bennett, Biggs, Bingham, 
Booker, Georga . Brooks, James Brooks, Buek, 
Buckley, Bufünton, Burchard, Roderick R. Butler, 
Cake, Calkin, William T. Clark, Cleveland, Amasa 
Cobb, Coburn, Conner, Cox, Cullom, Dawes, Dickin- 
son, Dixon, Dox, Farnsworth, Fisher, Fox, Garfield, 
Gilfillan, Naight, Hale, Hamill, Hamilton, Harris, 
Hawkins, Hays, Hill, Hoar, Hoo er, Hotchkiss In- 
gersoll, Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Kelley, Kel- 
logg, Kelsey, Kerr, Ketcham, Knott, Laflin, Lough- 
ridge, Lynch, Mayham, Maynard, McCarthy, Me- 
Cormick, McCrary, McGrew, McKee, McKenzie, 
Mercur, William Moore, Morgan, Samnel P. Mor- 
rili, Myors, Niblack, Packard, Paino, Palmer, Peck, 
Perce, Peters, Phelps, Platt, Poland, Pomeroy, 
Prosser, Roots, Sargent, Sawyer, Lionel A. Sheldon, 
Sherrod, Shober, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, 
William J.Smith, William Smyth, Stevens, Stokes, 
Stone, Stoughton, Strader, Strickland, Strong, 
Sweeney, Taife, Tanner, Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, 
Twichell, Tyner, Van Wyck, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
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barn, Welker, Welle, Williams, Eugene M. Wilson, 
Winans and Witoher—H6. 

NOT VOTLNG—Mesers. Adams, Archer, Ayer, 
Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Barry, Benton, r 
Bowen, Boyd, Burr, Benjamin I’. Batler, Charchill, 
Siducy Ciarke, Covode, Crebs, Davis, Degener, 
Dickey, Dockery, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Gib- 
son, Griswold, Haldeman. Hawley, Heaton, Hoge, 
Judd, Julian. Lash, Logan, Marshall, Milnes, Dan- 
ic} J. Morrell, Morrissey, Mungon, Packer, Porter, 
Potter, Randall, Reeves, Ridgway, Sanford, Sehu- 
maker, Porter Sheldon, Slocum, W orthington C. 
smith, Stevenson, Trimble, Van Hora, Voorhees, 
Witham B. Washburn, and Wilkinson—07. 


So the House refused to order the roll to be 
called. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. WHEELER said: I beg to state that 
my colleague [Mr. Cuvrenti.] is absent on 
account of the train having failed to connect at 
Harrisburg last night. 

The result of the vote was then announced 
as above recorded. 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN INDIANA. 


Mr. KERR. Iaskthe consentof the House, 


Boles, : 


as a matter of importance of a local character ; 


entirely, that I may be permitted to report a 


bill from the Judiciary Committee, which is 


approved by the whole delegation from my 
State, and approved unanimously by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

There was no objection. 


Mr. KERR accordingly reported back from | 


the Committee on the Judiciary, with a substi- 
tute, the bill (H. R. No. 230) to regulate the 
times and places for holding the courts of the 
United States in the district of Indiana, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. KERR. I desire the substitute to be 
puton its è 

The substitute was agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be | 


engrossed and read a third timẹ; and bein 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the thir 
time, and passed. 

Mr. KERR moved to reccnsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


daties on imports; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. SFILES. I call for the regular order 
of business. 
REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES, 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise toa privileged 
question. I desire to report from the Committee 


| 
| 


ou Reconstruction a bill (H. R. No. 1886) to : 


relieve certain persons therein named from the 

i legal and political disabilities imposed by the 
fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States, and for other purposes. 

The SPEAKER, What does h 

ropose to have done with the bill? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to have it 
passed. It contains only the names of a few 
citizens of Texas. 

Mr. WOOD. I do not understand that this 
bill has ever been betore the Committee on 
Reconstruction. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The names of the 
members of the committee consenting to itare 

- on the back of the bill. 
Mr. WOOD. It is an informal proceeding, 
‘ and not the action of the committee. I protest 


i against its being presented as a report of the 


! committee. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman raise 
the question that this is not the report of the 
committee? 

Mr. WOOD. Ido. 

Mr. WOODWARD. My friend has misun- 
‘| derstood the matter. It was necessarily done 
‘a little irregularly because of the absence of 
' the chairman of the committee. This report 
| was submitted to eve 
| mittee who was in the 
` cated his assent to it. 
' Mr. WOOD. There was a meeting of that 
; committee yesterday morning, and this subject 


i 


ouse, and he has indi- 


egentleman . 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I raise the 
point of order that the bill has not been en- 
rossed. 
The SPEAKER. The point of order does 
not apply at this stage. The question now is 


| whether the House will order the bill to be 
engrossed. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I know that; 
but the Chair the other day found me not in 
time, and | intended to be in time now. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman was too 
late then, and he is too early now. [Laughter. } 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I hope the bill will 
be engrossed while I yield to one or two gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Idonot want 
to be factious, but I want to ask a question, 
and that is when, if ever, does the Committee 
on Reconstruction intend to make a general 
amnesty report? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. So far as Iam con- 
cerned Í am in favor of doing it to-day—any 
day; but I am not the chairman of the Recon- 
struction Committee; I am only acting as such 
in the absence of the chairman. The chair- 
man of the Committee on Reconstruction has 
been authorized to report a bill which, with 
some substitutes, has been ordered tobe printed. 
Whenever it shall be the pleasure of the House 
to take up that bill I have no doubt it will be 


i! acted upon. 


member of the com- || to office in Texas but who cannot qualify be- 


i! cause of disabilities. 


|. was not presented to the committee, nor has it . 
| been referred to the committee by the House; ; 


and I raise the question of order that until it 


‘shall be it cannot be considered. 


On motion of Mr. KERR, the title was . 


amended so as to read: “An act.to require the | 


holding of additional district and circuit courts : 


of the United States in the district of Indiana, 
and for other purposes.”’ 


RECONSTRUCTION EXPENSES. 


Mr. DAWES, from the Committee on Appro- 
riations, reported a joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 269) to amend the act of April 20, 1870; 
which was read a first and second time. 
The question was on ordering the joint reso- 
lution to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The joint resolution, which was read, pro- 
vides that the first proviso in the act approved 
April 20, 1870, (which prescribes the conditions 
under which the disbursement of the appropria- 
tions therein contained fordefraying expenses 
incurred in carrying into effect the act to provide 
for the more efficient government of the rebel 
States shall be made, ) shall not be held toapply 
to accounts for services rendered or for sup- 


plies furnished under regulations or orders | 


issued by the respective commanders of the 
several military districts, under the authority 
of the seventh section of the act of March 23, 
1867, and which accounts have been daly cer- 
tified and audited, and have been approved, 
and the payment ordered by said commanders. 

The gene resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed forathird reading. Being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
daced a bill (H. R. No. 1885) to reduce the 


to the House. 
to consider this as the report of the Committee 
on Reconstruction? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask that the in- 
i dorsement on the bill be read. 
| The Clerk read as follows: 
We consent that this bill be reported: 

JAMES F. FARNSWORTH, 
| OLIVER H. DOCKERY, 
WILLIAM LAWRENCE, 

HALBERT E. PAINE, 
GEORGE C. McK EE, 


Wi U 
FERNANDO C. BEAMAN. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Irise to a 


|! point of order, and it is that the very certifi- 


| cate there shows that there was no meeting of 
the committee. 

The SPEAKER. That is not a point on 
which, under the rales, the Chair can rule. It 
is the duty of the Chair whenever the point is 
raised to submit it to the House. Is it the 
pleasure of the House to regard this bill as the 
a of the Committee on Reconstruction? 

he question was put; and there were—ayes 
65, noes 42; no quorum voting. 

Mr. WOOD. {call for the yeas and nays. 
It involves a great principle under the rules of 
the House. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 
seventeen members voting therefor. 


were Appouitea. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes eighty-two, noes not counted. 

So the bill was received as the report of the 
Committee on Reconstruction, and was read a 


| first and second time. 
The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 


No quorum having voted, tellers were or- | 
dered; and Mr. Woop and Mr. FARNSWORTH | 


“| few of th 

The SPEAKER. It is the duty of the Chair: Me. WOO 
: when a member raises that point to submit it 
Is it the pleasure of the House ' 
| Mr. WOOD. By 


| Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I would in- 


|| quire if this bill includes any names except of 
| some ten or a dozen men from Texas? If not, 
il why not? 

| Mr. FARNSWORTH. This bill includes 


i the names of persons who have been elected 


To the removal of their 
i disabilities there is no sort of objection from 
any poiat. The members from the State of 
Texas desire very much that these men shall 
have their disabilities removed in order that 
they may qualify and enter upon the offices to 
which they have been elected. There are very 
ersons named in this bill. 

Mr. WOOD. Will the gentleman yield to 
/ me for a few moments? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly. 
Ar of the gen- 


i tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworrs, ] I de- 


‘| eire to explain in a very few words the grounds 


| of my opposition to this mode of transacting 
' the business of this House. I take no excep- 
| tion to the persons whom it is proposed to 


|. relieve by this bill; but I do take exception to 


the practice which overrules and overpowers 
the minorities in this House and on the stand- 
ing committees of this House. Under the 
precedent just established any two or three or 
. four members of any committee of this House 


|| can get together in the cloak-room, in the ab- 


sence of every one of the minority members of 
the committee, and sign a paper and come here 
and present it as a report of the committee. 
Now, I take exception to this mode of trans- 
acting business in the dark. It is improper, 
it is irregular, it is unparliamentary, and in 
contravention of the rules of this House. I 
| object and protest against any members of any 
| committee producing a paper here and callin 
it a report of a committee in the absence o 
the chairman of the committee and in the ab- 
sence of a majority of the members of the com- 
mittee. That is the ground of my opposition 
to this measure. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The Committee on 
Reconstruction consists of fifteen members. It 
therefore requires eight members to constitute 
a quorum of that committee. At the last reg- 
ular meeting of the committee no quorum ap- 
peared, and of course the committee could not, 
as a committee, act upon matters of this kind. 
The Representatives on this floor from the 
State of Texas, desiring that the persons who 
are named in this bill should have their polit- 
ical disabilities removed, obtained the individ- 
ual consent of a majority of the members of 
the committee to have this bill reported to the 


House. Itis true that action was a little in- 
formal; but the question has been submitted 
to the House, and the House has determined to 
receive this as the report of the committee. I 
can see no objection, therefore, to the bill on 
that score. 

I now yield to the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky, [Mr. Becx,] a member of the Commit- 
tee on Reconstruction, who has signed this 
report, and who is of the minority of this 
House. 

Mr. BECK. I would not trouble the House 
at this time except for the objection which 
bas been made by my colleague on the com- 
mittee, the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Woop.] Ihold that we have done the only 
thing under the circumstances that we could 
do to give this House an opportunity to act 
upon this bill. There was a meeting of the 
Committee on Reconstruction yesterday, upon 
the regular day of meeting of the committee. 
My colleague on that committee, the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Mor@an,) and myself, 
with some others, were there present. But we 
did not have a quorum present and could 
not get a quorum. The gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Woop] saw fit to absent himself 
from the regular meeting of the committee, 
and thereby, in part, he prevented us from 
having a quorum. 

Mr. WOOD. Lask the gentleman to allow 
me to interrupt him a moment. 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. WOOD. Iwas in the adjoining com- 
mittee-room attending to the Howard investiga- 


tion. The gentleman trom North Carolina [ Mr, 


Dockery] wastold by me to send if they wanted 
me. I was not sent for, though I could have 
been there had my presence been desired. 

Mr. BECK. All I can say is that the gen- 
tleman was not there, for reasons satisfactory 
to himself no doubt; bat as he was not there, 
and as we were advised by the members from 
Texas in this House that there were some five 


or seven men—I forget how many exactly—who ‘| 


have been elected to offices in Texas and must 


be sworn in by the end of this week, if they are » 
to hold those offices at all, and as the chairman | 
of the committee [Mr. BUTLER, of Massachu- 


setts] was absent and would not be back before 
Tuesday next, I saw no reason why this bill 
ehould not be presented to the House for such 
action as they should see fit to take upon it. 
Now, whether this House should pass this 
bill or not is another question. . But when a 
meeting of the committee is held and members 
choose to absent themselves, whether right or 
wrong, and the minority of the committee who 
are there cannot have a quorum for business 
on account of the absence of those members, 
then, I say, the minority of the committee have 


a right to agree thata bill shall be reported to - 


the House which would have been reported 
if those whe absented themselves had been 
there and had taken part in the action of the 
committee. - 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Doesthe gentieman mean 
to assert that a minority of this House may 


come in here and legislate for the country with- . 


out the presence ofa quoram? Does he mean 
to assert that a minority may exercise control- 


ling power either in a cOmmittee or in the. 
| been from the first in favor of a general. bill ` 


House? : 
Mr. BECK. No, sir; bat I mean to assert 
that when a majority of a committee, fully and 
fairly representing the committee, get together 
‘and agree on a report, as this bill was agreed 
‘to by a majority of the Committee on Recon- 


struction, the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mor- | 
CAN, ] the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. |. 
| Cons, ] who. wishes to move-the insertion of an | 


Woopwarb, ] and myself, three out of the four 
Democratie members, concurring in the report, 
no member of the minority has the right: to 
reflect upon his colleagues and charge that 
they have done wrong in regi to the pre- 
sentation of 4 report Which would at any rate 
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have been agreed to if he had been present and 
aiding to make a quorum. 
| Mr, ELDRIDGE. I utterly deny the right 
|| of a minority to act as the committee in the 
| absence of a quorum. 
$ Mr. BECK. I deny that a minority of this 
: committee have so acted. A majority of the 
members of the Committee on Reconstruction 
have signed this report. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I am in the same posi- 
tion with reference to this matter as the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Woop.] lam 
one of the minority of the Committee on Re- 
construction, and I was not present at the 
meeting of the committee yesterday. In this 
respect I stand in part delicto with him. I do 
not think, however, that these circumstances 
constitute any reason for refusing to pass this 
bill. The gentleman from New York (Mr. 


Woop] admits that the bill is right in itself. | 


What does it propose? It simply proposes the 
removal of the disabilities of nine men in 
Texas, who, having been elected to public 
office, cannot quality unless a bill of this kind 
be passed. That is the whole scope of this 
legislation. The bill was submitted to me 
here in my seat, and I was asked to assent to 
it. I saw what it was,and I did assent. ‘The 
question whether the report of a minority of a 
committee shall be accepted as the report of 
the committee is not presented in this case, 
because the majority of the committee concur 
iu this report. True, it was an informal con- 
currence, bat an intelligent and honest con- 
currence, and ought to be regarded by the 


House just as valid as if it had been more | 


formal. 
Mr. COX. Will the gentleman from Illinois 
yield to me for one word? ` 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have agreed to 
; yield to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mor- 


than I can express in-words the course which 
my honorable friend from New York [ Mr. 
Woop] has seen fit to pursue on this occasion. 
Yesterday was the day for the regular meet- 
ing of the Committee on Reconstruction. My 
friend from New York, who, I believe, is upon 


the Committee on Reconstruction, and a quo- 
. rum was not present. A majority of the com- 
: mittee afterward consented to report this bill, 
‘ which proposes the removal of the disabilities 


. of some persons in Texas. Certain gentlemen 'i 


on this floor, professing extreme sympathy for 
: the people of the South, have been peculiarly 
_ sensitive upon all. questions connected with 


the removal of political disabilities, and have | 


sought upon every technical ground to prevent 
the passage of bills for that purpose. The gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] is one 
: of those. 
+ other gentleman from New York, [Mr Woop. ] 
. This is the first time I have heard from him 


; any objection to a measure of this kind, and I. 
greatly regret that he interposes un objection © 
now. For my own part, 1 heredeciare that Fam :; 
; ready now, as I have always been, to vote for © 


| the removal of political disabilities of any citi- 


removing from the southern people all politica! 
disabilities. Until such a bill. can be passed 
| I stand here ready to act with any gentleman 
| in endeavoring to remove'such disabilities in 
| individual cases as they may be presented. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have: agreed to 
yield to the gentleman: from Wiseonsin, [Mr. 


| additional name. on 

| Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I move to amend 
4 by inserting the name of H. B. Simonds, of 
+ of Hunt county, Texas. This is thefirst motion 
|| this charadter that I ever made, dnd I am pretty 


Gan.] 
Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Speaker, I regret more | 


| two committees meeting on Tuesday, was not ‘| 
present at the time for the regular meeting of | 


I do not include in this categorythe ` 


zen of the South, whether such relief :be pro- | 
| posed by the Committee on Reconstruction or 

i by an individual member of the House.on his 
own responsibility. More than this, I have ` 
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sure it will be the last. This gentleman was 
clerk in a court of his county during the rebel- 
lion. He was formerly a citizen of Wisconsin, 
residing in my own district. 1 knew him well. 
| Since the practice of relieving disabilities by 
|| Congress commenced he has written to me at 
' least half a dozen times soliciting the removal 
į of his disabilities, and each time | have handed 
’ his letter to the chairman or some member 
of the Committee on Reconstruction. While 
J everybody’s name has turned up in some of 
| these -bills, this gentleman’s name has not. 
| He is now overlooked. He has been retlected, 
i under the late election, clerk of the circnit 
‘ court of that county. I desire his name in- 
` serted for that purpose. 
Mr. COX. Iaskthegentleman to yieldto me. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have agreed to 
yield to the gentleman from Maine. 
Mr. PETERS. Imove to amend the bill 
, by inserting the name of Richard Jordan, of 
| Texas, formerly of Maine. I put in the qual- 
‘ ification of former residence because I think 
i he may have a middle name which I do not 
now recollect. He isa very repentaut rebel, 
and has written a letter which Í have not at 


hand. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Has he agreed to vote 
the Republican ticket ? 

Mr. BEAMAN. Has he made application? 

Mr. PETERS. [le has written a letter ask- 
ing to have his political disabilities removed. 
I have not the letter just now at hand. 
a BEAMAN. Has heany application on 

e? 

Mr. PETERS. He has no application on 
': file. Iean get his letter and file it. He wasa 
| supporter of the gentleman who was recently 
|| elected Governor of Texas. He was formerly 
‘| from Maine. He is a cousin of mine, very 
| repentant, and I hope God will forgive him 
|| for the part he took in rebellion. [Baughter. } 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I demand the pre- 
|, vious question. . 
| Mr. COX.» I ask the gentleman to yield to 
i| me for a moment. I think he is partial in his 
| favors as well as in his amnesty... 
| 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Illinois to yield to me. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I decline to yield. 
This is a small bill. I did not think it would 
i| occupy so much time or I would not have 
brought it in. : 

Mr. COX. Report a general bill and stop 
i all this special legislation. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
78, noes 43. 

Mr. COX demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered. 

The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Coss, of Wisconsin; and it was agreed to. 

The question next recurred on the amend- 
' ment ot Mr. Perers; and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred on ordering the bill, 
as amended, to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. COX. I call for the reading of the 
engrossed bill. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

` Mr. COX. I rise toa question of order. The 
' two names added to the bill have not been 
engrossed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 

oint of order. aR 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to recon- 
. sider the vote by which the bill was ordered to 

be engrossed; and I yield to my friend from 
| New York for a few minutes. Bean ok 
Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say this 


| generally on the bill, in behalf of myself and 
' my colleague, [Mr. Brooxs,] who represent 
|| metropolitan districts, that we have many con- 
' stituents there who are connected with the 
| péople of the South, as all know. We are in 
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favor, as is the great body of the Hoase, ‘of a: 
general system of amnesty. We believe, and | 
experience illustrates our belief, that so long 
as you pass bills for partial amnesty legiela- ; 
tion for general amnesty will be postponed. I- 
know that the majority of the House, and many - 
members of the Republican party represent : 
ing districts in the South, representing negro 
votes, and representing traly the negro vote, are 
ready to vote for a system of general amnesty.. 
The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Farnsworta | 
himself is in favor of it. These bills are got- - 
ten up, and the country will.take notice, to 
enable men to take office, old office- holders 
who are seeking to be revamped into public 
favor and rehabilitated, for the purpose of tak- | 
ing office. Such bills as this, Mr. Speaker, ` 
are nothing more nor less than premiums 
iven to certain parties for their profligacyand 
or their desertion of what they once conceived 
to be theright doctrine and the right politics. I 
wish to say, on behalf of the great body of the 
people, whom I believe to be in favor of gen- 
eral amnesty, that they are not represented in | 
the postponement of ageneral bill from week |: 
to week and from year to year. i 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ido not know that : 


I can yield further. i 
‘| a few moments. 


Mr. COX. The negroes of the South are 
far more generous toward their white brethren 
than are their white Representatives. I would | 
rather trust them to-day in this matter. I 
would rather trust their kindness of heart and 
generosity of disposition toward their old mas- 
ters to do what was right than I would trust the | 
white Representatives who are postponing the | 
issue of a general amnesty, and I believe would 
wish to postpone it until the day of judgment. 


Cox,] and: now yield two minutes to the gen: | 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Moreay. ] 
Mr. MORGAN. [ have asked two minutes, 
bat I do not know that I will occupy one.” I 


of the whole southern people.’ I have corre- | 
sponded with hundreds of them, and in my 
action in this matter I have known no party, 
and will know none. I say, sir, that: in deal- 
ing with this question the members of this 
House should rise to the dignity and responsi- 
bility of feeling themselves to be Represent- 


regard to party. Jam willing to grant amnesty | 
to the man who comes here asking amnesty, I | 
care not who he is or what his name may be. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman allow 
meto make a remark? - . 

Mr. MORGAN. I have only two minutes, 
and cannot yield. I want this fact to be known 
to the country, that the gentlemen on this side 
.of the House, except two or three who have | 
objected, have always been in favor of remov- 
ing the: political disabilities of the people of 
the South. eats . J 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I have not 
objected. BE A ct 

Mr. MORGAN. The gentleman may be in 
favor of a. general amnesty, but he has con- 
stautly and persistently objected to the removal 
of the political disabilities of individuals. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now yield two 
minutes ta the. gentleman from New York, 

[Mr. Brooxs. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. It is well 
known to those who’ have been ‘members of 
‘this House that I have been in the front rank 
of those who have objeeted to the removal of 
‘individaal disabilities, I found that what was 
‘proposed was in the main a: party Temoval, a 
removal of the disabilities of those who were 

“opposed to me in‘ polities; ‘while the removal 
of their disabilities are refused to those who 
‘weré'in favor of the. party to which I belong. 
I have repeated again and again that I was in | 
favor of pardoning anybody and everybody. I | 
believe the day is now come for a universal | 
amnesty, and so ‘far as I am in-a position to 


. for their. vote. 


|. disabilities. | 


‘| it, and I have always insisted upon- that before 
beg to say that the remarks of. the gentleman | 
from:New York misrepresent: the:sentiments || 


; Governor will be inaugurated to-morrow.. It 


l 7 | if you do not to-day remove their disabilities. 
atives of the whole American people, without | 


ities of all these men I was reflecting uponthe 
spoligy and the fate’ of Ahab. 


judge the state of public opinion I reiterate 
the assertion of my colleague [ Mr. Cox] on that 
subject. No man has been more opposed to | 
negro suffrage in this House than I have been. 
But at this hour and at this moment, from | 
what I hear and see of the action of southern | 
negro Legislatures, I would trast niyself aad | 


i 


my friends sooner for amnesty to the Afrieans || 


of the South than I would to the. majority of | 
this House for a general,.universal amnesty || 
bill, so far as I can form a judgment from the | 
reports. of the Reconstruction Committee to 
this House. . gr 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Thatisa good bid 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I am for the 
pardon of every person who was engaged in |. 
the southern rebellion. I think that the hour | 


_ is now come for a measure which will secure |: 


that object. The whole course of my action ` 
and of my policy in opposing individual bills | 


_ has been to awaken and arouse the attention |, 
: of the House to the injustice of this mode of \; 


procedure, and by arousing that attention to |! 
get more early action for the removat of all ' 
Mr. COVODE. I ask the gentleman from |. 
Illinois [Mr. Farnsworty] to yield to me for :: 
{ 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I must, in the first |: 
place, yield for two minutes to my friend from `: 
‘Texas, [Mr. Decenenr. } é T 
Mr. DEGENER. Mr. Speaker, it is a very | 
common practice with gentlemen on the Dem- | 
ocratic side of the House to reproach our party |: 
with vindictiveness. I beg to say that I have |! 


| never yet refused to indorse the petition for || 
; pardon of any man who chose to ask for iti 
.. Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot yield fur- |; 
ther to.the gentleman from New York, [ Mr, |: 


over his own signature. That is the extent: 
to which our vindictiveness goes. Certainly | 
the boon of franchise is.sufficiently valuable ; 
to make it worth while for a man to sign a 
document with his own name in order to obtain 


I would agree to propose a man’s name for 
pardon. This is a peculiar case ; and we would 
not be so urgent if it was not ‘so peculiar. 
To-day the Legislature of Texas. meet. The 


is necessary to officer our State. ‘These gèn- 
tlemen have been elected to office, but labor 
under disabilities. They cannot take the oath 


A similar. bill is being pressed on the Senate | 
for this reason, and f ask the House to pass |i 
this bill-atid not to’ delay it with any further |: 
amendments. : Some-of the men whose names || 
are included in this bill are Democrats. They |; 
have condescended ‘to ‘ask: for pardon .over |i 


j their own signatures; and we:Radicals of Texas | 


have indorsed their 
to say. : welt nine ee ts 
‘Mr. FARNSWORTH. | I now yield fortwo | 
minutes to the gentleman:from’ Pennsylvania, i 
{Mr. COYODE:} © © oaa o 
> Mr. BENJAMIN. irise to a:point.of order. ; 
I believe the motion of the gentleman irom | 
Illinois is to reconsider the vote by which the | 
main question was ordered. = = > oe 
The SPEAKER. Thatis not the mation. |) 
The motion is to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was ordered tobe engrossed.. 
Mr. COVODE. Mr. Speaker, Í do not know ., 
how many children the gentleman from New ‘| 
York [Mr. Brooxs] has, but while he was so | 
eloquently insisting upon removing the disabil- | 


claims... bat is all I have | 


i 
pi 


[Laughter.] ; 
The gentleman from New York should go back |. 


‘and read the Bible and reflect upon the doings | 


of Ahab, who was so very merciful as to par- 
don Benhadad. ..f recollect that. in- conse- 

quence of that act he not only lost his own life | 
for the mercy he showed to that rebel, but he | 
lost the: lives of allhis sous, and. they were | 
numerous—I think more go than the family of |; 
the gentleman from New York. » [Laughter.] | 
He does not, therefore, run so much risk in || 
disobeying the commands of Heaven as Ahab l 


did. [Laughter.] I want gentlemen on the 
other side of the House to. read the Bible, 
[laughter,] and reflect upon what the policy 
of God was in dealing with the enemies of the 
country, the enemies of His people. The gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Woop,] upon a 
former occasion, insisted on my repeating this 
little.story, but after it was done he declared 
to me that he did not know whether J was 
quoting from the Bible or from Josephus. 
[Great laughter.] If he will look in the sec- 


, ond book of Kings he will find that it is from 


the Bible, and that-it was the policy of the 
Lord to punish the..men that attempted to 
destroy His people. ~ [Langhter. } 

-Mr. MORGAN. 1 greatly fear that the 
policy of the people will not be advanced by 
the devil quoting scripture. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. - I will detain the 
House but a moment.. I know nothing, nor did 
the Committeeon Reconstruction, ofthe politics 
of the mén who names are in this bill, bat I am 
informed by the members from Texas that two. 
of them are Democrats: I have never stopped 
to inquire what ‘the political opinions of any 
man were who has asked for the clemency of 
this Government in this direction. The facts 
contradict the statement of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Brooks} in reference to this 
being a partisan proceeding. During the last 
Congress we relieved from disabilities gentle- 
men in order that they might take their seats 
upon this floorand voteagainst the Republican 
party here... We have relieved Democrats as 
well as Republicans, and I believe thatit has not 
been the practice of the Committee on Recon- 
struction to inquire into the political opinions 
of any one except so far as toinquire whether 
they accepted the situation in good faith, re- 
pented of their rebellion;.and’ were now for 
maintaining the Governament... I am willing 


|, myself to strike hands with the colored Senator 
: from Mississippi, who has presented to the Sen- 
| ate the memorial of thd Legislature of that State 


asking amnesty: for ali the citizens ofthat State ; 
I am willing; to extend this elemency. to every 
citizen of the United States. I do not- believe 
that it either makes the Government stronger 
or the Republican party stronger..to refuse to 
relieve from their disabilities any of the. people 
of the country. . So long as rebels yote, so long 
as all the white men in the,south vute, which is 
the case now in nearly every State, it makes 
but little difference whether they can hold office 
or not. In fact, they would have less gause for 
irritation and, offense, less cause to hate the 
Republican party aad the Government, if we 
would allow ‘them to hold office as. well ag vote, 
than if we do ag we gre now doing—allow them 
to vote and exelade them from the right to hold 
office. I believe. that it is: the policy of the 


, Republican. party.as well aa the true policy of 


the Government, to wipe out these disabilities, 
to repeal the test- oath, and to place the citizens 
of the United States upon an equality in that 
regard. Mr, Speaker, l am appealed to by the 
gentleman from Indjana [Mr. VoorurEs] to 
yield him five minutes. I will do so with the 
promise that I will yield no farther, but will 
then. withdraw the motion to reconsider. 

-iMr, VOORHEES.. Mr. Speaker, I would 


| not seek to: participate in this debate were it 


not-for some difference of- opinion tbat prevails 
on.this sidé of the Hpnse.. I regard political 
proseription..as wrong entirely. ‘There is no 
part of it right.in.principle. I .would disfran- 
ehise-no citizen of this country, on account of 
what occurred during the rebellion, nor, indeed, 
on anyother account. T : f 

Looking at this sebject in that light, I can- 


ii not sympathize with these of. my own friends 


on this side of-the House who object to this 
bill beeause it is partisan in ita character... lt 
muy be so; the bill may be brought here with 


persons named in it who-are expected to vote 


a certain ticket: Butieven admitting that. to 
be the case, is it supposed that I woald vote 
against relieving those persons from their polit- 
ical disabilities because they do not vote for 
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my party? That would make me as much a 
artisan and as wrong in principle as those 
who refuse to relieve my political friends who | 
would vote as I vote. Such an example I | 
cannot follow. | 
I cannot recognize a man’s political opin- | 
ions at all in discussing the right to vote and | 
hold office in this country. While men obey ; 
the laws and pay their taxes I shall make no 
further inquiry as to their partisan views. It 
matters not to me if every onenamedinthis | 
bill shall vote with the Republican party. It | 
is a higher question than that. It is the ques- 
tion of constitutional government. Itis by the 
right that I stand, whatever may be the polit- 
ical bias or sentiment of these persons. Hav- 
ing said this as a matter for present consider- 
ation, let me respectfully express to the House | 
my profound regret that mercy does not flow 
faster and freer; that it should come in that 
strained and stinted measure, which is con- | 
demned by the philosophy and the religion of |: 
civilized mankind ; that it should be so slow : 
in these Halls, and that universal amnesty has |, 
not been pia Indeed, it is one of the 
wonderful features of the times which should 
rebuke the minds of men here, that even the 
colored race of the South is asking for an | 
amnesty which shall wipe away all the bitter- 
ness and the acrimony left by the lamentable 
war through which we have passed. In their 
simplicity they speak but the voice of untutored 
nature. 

I have some reason to complain; and if my 
rivate disappointment governed my conduct 
ere I might vote against this bill. 1 have this 

session tried hard to get just one man, an ex- 
cellent, quiet gentleman, relieved from polit- 
ical disabilities. It was at one time agreed 
that his name should be put in the bill which 
passed the House this winter; but in some way 
or other unknown to me the name was dropped 
out at the last moment. It was done possibly 
because I recommended him. The bill was in 
the hands of a Representative from South Car- 
olina who is here no longer. Possibly the 
fact that my name was upon the application 
weighed with him, if not with other members 
of that committee. 

I have to-day been to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. Farnsworta] and asked him for 
the privilege of putting in this bill the name 
of the gentleman. The opportunity was re- 
fused me. But what matters that? Am Ito. 
stand here in a spirit of spite? Am I to say 
that because this man cannot have his political 
disabilities removed, therefore I will range 
myself upon the side of proscription, hate, 
malevolence, and malignancy? Sir, I cannot 
do that. I have received many letters from 
gentlemen in the South on this subject. Some 
of them have written that inasmuch as they : 
could not have their own disabilities removed 
therefore they desired that none should be 
removed. I cannot concur in that sentiment. 
It is wrong. I expect to vote for every meas. 
ure of relief, whether it is for one person, for 
two, for three, for six, or for a dozen—the 
more the better, of course. I shall vote for 
every one until this relic of despotism, this 
wrong, this blot and blemish unon the legisla- 
tion of the times, this crime against the true 

rinciple of government, shall be wiped out. 
t may come slowly and it may be done slowly, 

but it will be done at last. This vestige of | 
the dark ages and instrament of monarchiés in 
their oppressions will at last pass away, and 
then all will wonder why ‘it remained so long 
to camber this progressive Christian era. 

It will be a bright day when the last bill of 
this kind shall be offered here and passed. It | 
will be a brighter day still when this Congress 
shall rise up and honor itself by saying, once 
for all, that the end has come and a universal 
amnesty, like the love of God, shall fill all the 
borders of the land. Bat until I can hail that 
blessed day I will take what I can get and be 
glad. As amemberof the minority 1 will grate- 
fully accept whatever may be offered in favor 


| on its 


of the general principle which I indorse, the 
entire relief of all from political proscription. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 
‘Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
tion to reconsider. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will finish the 
reading of the engrossed bill. 
The bill having been read, the question was 
passage. 
Mr. FERRISS. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 
‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The bill was passed. 
Mr. FARNSW 
the vote by which the bill was passed ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


LOUISIANA ELECTION CONTEST. 


I withdraw the mo- 


Mr. STEVENSON presented, from the | 


Committee of Elections, a report in the con- 
tested-election case of Morey vs. McCranie, 


i from the fifth congressional district of the 


State of Louisiana. 


The following resolution, accompanying the | 


report, was read: 


Resolved, That there was no legal election in the | 


fifth congressional district of the Stato of Louisiana 
for Representative in the Forty-Frst Congress, and 
that neither George W. McCranie, nor Frank Morey, 
nor P. J. Kennedy is entitled to a seat as Represent- 
ative in the Forty-First Congress from the fifth con- 
gressional district of the State of Louisiana. 


ORTH moved to reconsider | 


The report was laid on the table, and ordered 


to be printe 


d. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I give notice that I | 


intend to call up this case to-morrow after the 


: morning hour. 


CLAIMS OF LOYAL CITIZENS. 


Mr. BUCK, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 270) to 
extend the provisions of the act of July 4, 1864, 
limiting the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims 
to the loyal citizens of the States lately in 
rebellion ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 

PROTECTION OF POLITICAL RIGHTS. 

Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1887) to protectthe 
political rights of persons in places purchased 
within the States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

PROBATE COURTS IN IDAHO. 
Mr. KELLOGG. I ask unanimous consent 


to reporta bill of local interest which has been | 


unanimously agreed upon by the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and upon which I propose to 
call the previous question. It simply provides 


for probate courts with a jurisdiction to the | 


extent of $500 for the Territory of Idaho, corre- 
sponding pee with a bill which has been 
passed with reference to the Territory of Mon- 
tana. In some counties of Idaho the people 
are from two to four hundred miles fou a 
United States court; and it is impossible to 
obtain the administration of justice in small 
cases. I am directed to npon an amendment 
pronti that the bill shali not affect aay suit 
now pending in the district courts of the Ter- 


ritory. ; 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Is the bill a copy of the 
Montana bill? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Itis precisely similar. It 
is a measure important for the convenience o 
the people of Idaho. I have been trying for 
two months to report it. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope there will be no 
objection. 

There being no objection, 

Mr. KELLOGG, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back, with an amendment, 
a bill (H. R. No. 228) to enlarge the jurisdiction 
of the probate courts in Idaho Territory. 

The bill, which was read, provides in the 


-first section that the probate courts of the Ter- 
.ritory of Idaho, in their respective counties, in 


> Mr. JENCKES. Mr. Speaker, 


addition to their present jurisdiction, shall be 
authorized to hear and determine all civil causes 
wherein the damage or debt claimed does not 
exceed the sum of $500, exclusive of interest, 
and such-criminal cases arising under the laws 
of the Territory as do not require the inter- 
vention of a grand jury. These probate courts 
are not to have jurisdiction in any matter where 
the title, boundary, or right to the peaceable 
possession of land may be in dispute, or in 
chancery or divorce causes. It is further pro- 
vided that in all cases an appeal may be taken 
from any order, judgment, or decree of the 
probate courts to the district court, Thesecond 
section repeals all acts or parts of acts incon- 
sistent with the provisions in this bill. 

‘The amendment reported by the committee 
was read, as follows: 


Add to section two the following : k : 

Provided, That this act shall not affect any suit 
pending in the district courts of said Territory at the 
timo of its passage. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed, and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. KELLOGG moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 


! moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Mr. PERCE, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 
examined and found truly enrolled a bill of 
the following title; when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 779) to redefine a por- 
tion of the boundary line between the State 
of Nebraska and the Territory of Dakota. 


WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 


Mr. COOK, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia testimony taken by the committee in rela- 
tion to the construction of the Washington 
aqueduct; which was ordered to be printed, 
and recommitted. 

LAND DISTRICT IN COLORADO. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Let me appeal to the 
gentleman who has called for the regular order 
of business to yield for a moment to the gen- 
tleman from Iowa. 

Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa. I ask unanimous 
consent to take from the Speaker's table Sen- 
ate bill No. 177, to create an additional land 
district in the Territory of Colorado. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Perhaps this is right, 
but I wish the aid of the gentleman to go to 
the Speaker's table, and I must object. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. This bill has been unan- 
imously approved by the committee of the 
House. The gentleman knows that Delegates 
have little opportunity to get their business 
before the House, and as the Delegate from 
Colorado is desirous to have this bill taken up 
and passed I hope the gentleman will not 


object. : 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Iwillhelp the gentleman 
to go to the business upon the Speaker's table. 
Mr. STILES. I call for the regular order 
of business. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
called, the morning hour has now begun, and 
the pending question is House bill No. 1328, 
to establish a department of justice, reported 
yesterday from the Committee on Retrench- 
ment by the gentleman from Rhode Island, ` 
(Mr. JENcKEs. ] 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. . 

I. wish to 


explain to the House as briefly as may be the 
scope and purpose of this bill. It does not 
propose to create a new department in this 
Government, but simply to transfer to an exist- 
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ing Department some things properly beloùg- 
cae to it but which are now scattered through 
other Departments. It proposes to make one 
symmetrical whole of the law department of | 
this Government; and in order to understand | 
its application to the existing state of things I 
will review the history and origin of these law : 
officers. f : 
Under the judiciary act of 1789 it was pro- | 
vided that a law officer should be appointed in | 
each district of the United States, to be called | 
the district attorney, and that a person learned ' 
in the lawshould be appointe Í 
General of the United States; one chief law | 
officer at the seat of the Government, with 
subordinate law officers in each district of the | 
United States. That continued to be the law 
force, if I may use the phrase, of this Gov- 
ernment from 1789 down to 1830. In that year 
an act was passed to establish the office of soli- 
citor of the Treasury. The tradition concern- | 
ing the passage of that law, as I have heard | 
it, is that it was passed to create an office | 
for a particular person, in the expectation of 
reconciling the hostility breaking out between 
the then President and Vice President of the 
United States. ‘The office was created, but the 
hoped-for result was not obtained. In many 


L 
| 
an Attorney |; 


respects that statute-was anomalous. It created 
a law officer in one Department of the Govern- 
ment for certain purposes, placing him to a cer- 
tain extent under the authority of the Attorney 
General, but to a greater extent making him 
independent. These continued to be the prin- 
cipal law officers until the establishment of the 
Court of Claims, in 1855, when it became neces- 
sary inorder to have the Government properly 
represented before that court to have a soli- 
citor to manage its cases. . Subsequently an 
assistant solicitor was created: The law busi- 
ness of the Government increased, and in 1859 
an act was passed authorizing the appointment 
of an assistant attorney general. 

Atthe commencement of the rebellion, there- 
fore, the law officers of the Government were 
the Attorney General, the sclicitor of the Treas- 
ury, the solicitor of the Court of Claims, and 
the assistant attorney general. In 1861, there 
being a pressure upon the law department, the 
Attorney General was authorized to employ 
assistants to the district attorneys, and under 
this power eminent lawyers were employed in 
different parts of the United States to conduct 
special cases in each of the districts. At this 
time the law business of the Government greatly 
outgrew the capacity of the persons authorized 
to transact it, and the number of outside coun- 
sel, if I may use the phrase, appointed subse- 
quent to 1861 was greater than ail the commis- 
sioned law officers of the Government in every 
partofthecountry. Theattention of the Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment, soon after its organ- 
ization in the Thirty- Ninth Congress, wascalled 
to the great expense the Government was put 
to by the employment of these extra counsel. 
They required reports from the different De- 
partments by order of the House, and they 
obtained some knowledge of the extent to which 
this power was used, if notin some cases abused. 

Karly in the Fortieth Congress a- bill was 
prepared to remedy this evil, and referred to 
the Committee on Retrenchment; and a sim- 
ilar bill with the same design was offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Lawrence, | 

and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. These bills had the same purpose and 
the same scope. They were referred to sub- 
committees of these committees, which consol- 
idated them into one bill. And if the Judi- 
ciary Committee had been called for reports 
in the last Congress the bill-of the gentleman 
from Ohio would have been reported. But 
neither of those committees was called after 
the bill was perfected during the Fortieth Con- 
gress. ‘ This bill was again introduced during 
the present Congress, and early referred to the 
Committee on Ketrenchment, who now report 
it. The special reason why they have reported 
it earlier than any other relating to the organ- 


ization of the Departments is the great expense 
the Government have been put to in the con- 
duct of the numerous litigations involving titles 
to property worth millions of dollars, rights 
to personal liberty, and all the numerous lit- 


‘| igations which can arise under the law of war. 


lt has been impossible, with the force created 
by law, to.attend to these matters properly in 
the various courts of the United States. 

To give the House some idea of the magni- 
tude of this business I will state the results 
obtained from the reports communicated to 


the House and tothe committee by the officers | 


of the Treasury. . These have been presented | 


at two different times, one terminating at the | 
close of the year 1867 and the other embracing | 


the years 1868 and 1869. From a report made 
to the House by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in answer to a resolution passed Febraary 11, 
1868, it appears that there had been allowed or 


paid for extra legal services, through the First | 


Comptroller’s Office, from January 2, 1864, | 
to February 19, 1868, the sum of $64,986 86; | 


| that there was paid through the Commissioner : 


of Customs, between May 4, 1860, and January | 
16, 1867, the sum of $55,400 26; that there | 
was pen through the same channel for cap- | 
tured and abandoned property, from Septem- | 


ber 4, 1865, to December 28, 1867, the sum 
of $112,841 15. There were paid under the 
authority of the Attorney General the follow- 
ing sums: for assistance to the Attorney Gen- 
eral in 1866-67, $14,645; for special counsel 
to assist the district attorneys between the -years 
1861 and 1867, $57,789 60; for assistant dis- 
trict attorneys between the years 1861 and 
1867, $91,928 99; for special counsel, $6,500. 
There was paid through the State Department, 
between the years 1861 and 1867, $71,148 66. 
These various sums make a total of extra law 
expenses, principally for three or four years, 
of $475,190 42. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask a question? 

Mr. JENCKES. Certainly. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Is there any provision 
in this bill to prevent the recurrence of charges 
of the same nature? 

Mr. JENCKKS. This bill is shaped for that 
purpose, to cut off all this outside work. In 
the years 1868 and 1869 these sums were pro- 

ortionally increased instead of being dimin- 
ished. In 1868-69 there were paid through 
the office of the Commissioner of Customs, out 
of the appropriation for the collection of the 
revenue, $43,290; for services in 1868 in the 
cases relating to captured and abandoned prop- 
erty, $19,462, and in the cases relating to the 
cotton laws, $11,868 28 ; in 1869, for captured 
and abandoned property, $39,447 56; from 
April 10, 1868, to February 5, 1869, recovery 
of confederate property in foreign countries, 
$21,913 01. There were expended during 
1868-69 by the War Department, for the ser- 
vices of counsel, the -sum of $21,409 87; by 
the internal revenue department, $58,197 24; 
for miscellaneous services, Treasury Depart- 
ment, $13,168.65; for the United States dis- 
trict attorneys employed by the Treasury in 
1868-69, $22,709.60; for additional counsel 
in 1868, $2,550. In connection with the 
Post Office Department there were expended 
$5,002 83. 

In these two yéars, the sum expended for 
this extra counsel was $258,018, 44, equal to 
the sum of $129,000 per annum, in addition 
to the salaries of the regular law officers of 
the Government. The whole amount thus 
expended from 1864 to 1869, principally in 
that period, although some small sums were 
expended previously, was $738,208 86. This 
is the amount, so far as we have been able to 
obtain it from the Treasury Department. 
There were a large number of outstanding 
contracts with counsel for fees at the time of 
making these reports, large amounts for fees 
in what are called the sugar cases in Louisiana 
and the champagne and sherry cases in New 
York, and other revenue cases of the same 


character. The officers of the Treasury in- 
formed the committee that it would be impossi- 
ble to state the amount of 4heir actual liabil- 
ities at the present time; but judging from the 
returns which we have, we estimate that these 
additional outstanding claims are at least 
$100,000, and perhaps nearer $200,000. 

Mr. ARNELL. T desire to ask the gentle- 
man to tell us the amount paid by the quarter- 
masters’s department for looking after aban- 
doned property, particularly after the southern 
railroads? i 

Mr. JENCKES. We have no returns of 
that expenditure. We have only got the fees 
of counsel as they have been paid at the Treas- 
ury Department. We have not been able to 
get the sams expended in the manner indicated 
by the gentleman because no return has come 
to the officers of the Treasury in that specific 
form which shows what has been paid for 
counsel ’s fees. 

One of the objects of this bill is to estab- 
lish a staff of law officers sufficiently numerous 
and of sufficient ability to transact this law busi- 
ness of the Governmentin all parts of the Uni- 
ted States. We have now in the Attorney 
General’s department the Attorney General 
himself and two assistants. We propose to 
create in that department a new officer, to be 
| called the solicitor general of the United 
States, part of whose duty it shall be to try 
these cases in whatever courts they may arise. 
We propose to have a man of suficient learn- 
ing, ability, and experience that he can be sent 
to New Orleans or to New York, or into any 
court wherever the Government has any inter- 
est in litigation, and there present the case of 
the United States as it should be presented. 
Wedo not complain that the officers of the 


|, Government have heretofore employed these 


leading counsel, nor of the amount of fees 
paid to them in some cases. It seemed im- 
possible to transact the business of the Gov- 
ernment properly without having their assist- 
ance; me if they employed eminent counsel, 
taking them out of their regular business, for 
the Government service, it was only reason- 
able to pay them what seem at firstsight to have 
been large fees. 

But the evil was in the fact that the necessity 
existed for going outside of the proper law force 
of the Government, that the Government could 
not always command the services of men of 
sufficient ability and learning to transact its 
law business. We believe that the addition of 
this officer would be sufficient to keep well in 
hand the business of the United States in ‘its 
own courts. Of course he cannot perform 
all the duties himself. In some cases extra 
counsel may be required, but the district attor- 
neys with his assistance can generally perform 
these duties; and we provide that if the At- 
torney General, under the authority given him 
by existing law, shall employ assistant coun- 
sel in any district he shall designate those 
counsel as assistant district attorneys or assist- 
ants. to the Attorney General, and give them 
commissions as such in the special business 
with which they are charged, in order that they 
may be responsible to him and to the Gov- 
ernment for the performance of their duties. 
The committee have been convinced most thor- 
oughly by our investigations that no person 
should be charged with the conduct of litiga- 
tion in behalf of the United States unless he 
holds a commission under the United States 
and is responsible to the law and the proper 
authorities. By this scheme we hope to have 
a law department equal to the present emer- 
gencies of the law business of the country. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to ask the gentleman 
a question. I see from his argument that he 
has investigated this matter most thoroughly, 
and I see by the bill that the Judge Advocate 
General and the naval solicitor are included. 
Now, I would ask the gentleman if in organ- 
izing a department of justice to be called the 
department of law they include the Judge Advo- 
cate General and the naval solicitor, why not 
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inclade all officers of that class who are neces- 


sary? 

Mr. JENCKES, If the gentleman will hear 
my explanation of that partof the bill I think | 
he will be satisfied; if not, I will hear any | 
amendment he may desire to offer, and allow | 
him to submit it to the House. i 


Mr. LOGAN. I beg your pardon. I thought i! 


you were treating the subject generally.. 

Mr. JENCKES. I am giving generally the 
reasons why the Committee on Retrenchment 
thought that this evil which I have already 
explained should be corrected as soon as prac- 


ticable and in as.eflicient a manner as possible. |: 


Upon looking into the question further they 


found the other difficulty indicated by the | 


question of the gentleman from Illinois, { Mr. 
Loan ;] that is, that we have gone on creating 
law officers ia the different Departments of this 
Government who are entirely independent of 
the head of the law department and of the Attor- 
ney General of the United States. Following 
the precedent set ia the creation of the soli- 
citor of the Treasury by the act of 1830, we have 
authorized tHe appointment of an assistant 
solieitorof the Treasury, and also a solicitor of 
the Internal Revenue Bureau ; and. during the 
war we had a solicitor of the War Department 
and an assistant solicitor of the War Depart- 
ment. la both of these last named cases the 
Gavernment was fortunate in securing without 
great expense the services of accomplished 
lawyers, egaal to the performance of any duties 
required of the law officers of the Government. 
We also created a law officer for the Navy 
Department, and in the course af time a law 
officer has heen created for the Post Office 
Department, charged with special duties. . 

. T need not dwell upon the manner in which 
these officers have performed their duties. I 
have no doubt. they have performed , them to 
the: best of their ability and honestly in every 
case. But we have found that there has been 
a most-aafertanate result from this separation 
of law: powers. -- We find-oue interpretation of 
the laws of the United States in one Depart-: 
ment and another interpretation..in another 
Department. + In fact, we had brought to our 
notice here early in the session an instance of 
different opinious upor the same subject, where 
the Paymaster General of the Army obtained 
one opinion from one law officer and another 
officer of the Government obtained from another 
law officer a different opigien upon the same 
subject, neither obtaining. the opinion of the 
Attorney General, who ought. to have been 
eonsulted. The consequence isa difference of 
opinion and a difference of advice in each case 
upon the same statute. era 
.,. We have. found, too, that these law officers, 
being subject to the control: of the heads of 


the Departments, in some instances give ad: | 


vice which seems ta have. been instigated by 
the heads of the Department, or at leastadvice 
which seems designed to strengthen. the reso- 
lution to which the head of the Department may 
have come ia a particular instance.. We found 
one most remarkable case, or the chairman of. 
the committee [Mr. Werger} did, whea he 


went to California, in the case of a lease of | 


land ia San I'ranciseo, which was said to have 


beea done upon the advice of a former soli- | 
eitorof the Treasury. Upon producing the letter 


of the solicitor it was found that it did not eon- 
tain any such advice, although it had evideatly 
‘been so worded as to seem.to sanction this act 
of his chief, and the committee, upon: looking 
further, found that there wag no authority in any 
law for the Secretary to. act in the manner he 
did; and it would have been strange if he had 
go acted ander the advice of any law officer. 

. Mr, MAYNARD. Doesthegentleman think 
it peculiar to this country for a Jaw oflicer to 
‘give an‘ opinion to. sustain the attitude of his 
superior? ... 
ence.in the office of the Attorney General of 
the United States? _. C 

. Mr. JENCKES. [have not-made any charge 
against any of these officers. It-is a misfortune 


Has it nes been done more than | 


that such should be the case, whether with legal 
or with other officers. It isa misfortune that 
there should be different constructions of the 
lawsof the United States by different law offi- 
cers of the United States. Whether the opinion | 
of the Attorney General be right or wrong, it | 
is an opinion which ought to be followed by 
all the officers of the. Government until it is ‘ 


l 
i 
{ 
i 


|| reversed by the decision of some competent | 


court., It isfor the purpose of having a unity 


' of decision, a unity of jurisprudence, if I may | 


| use that expression, in the executive law of 
' the United States, that this bill proposes that 
all the law officers therein provided for shall 
i be subordinate to one head. ~; 

The question the gentleman asked has deeper 
significance, however, and the idea should be 
understood and borne in mind in considering 
every part of this bill. . The head of a Depart- 


with or without the advice of his solicitor, and 
| contrary to the advice of the Attorney Gen- 
| eral. 1f he does, he is responsible tothe Presi- 
| dent of the United States for what he does as 
| the head of a Department, and to nobody else. 
'i But we propose that if he takes advice at all, 
ii law officers, then he shall go to the fountain- 
: head and receive the opinion of the chief law 
'; officer of the Government, and then act upon it 
| or not, upon his own responsibility. ‘This bill, 
ui 
| which we deem will be highly beneficial. 


| stand the idea I had in my mind, when I remind 
‘| him of the anecdote of a former President who 
'! sent word to. his Attorney Generai that if. he 
| could not find law for a particular policy he 


li (the Pregident) would find an Attorney General | 


‘| who could find law for ite . 
f Mr, JENCKES. I have heard such anec- 
otes. 


citor. This bill proposes to transfer these sev- 
eral solicitors from the Departments ia which 
they are now located and to place them under 
the control of the Attorney General, aş the 
head of the department of justice; that any 
advice or legal opinion which may be sought 
by any officer of the Government shall be sought 
at the Attorney General’s Office; that he shall 
i| refer these questions to such officers as may be 
appropriate ; questions relating to the Treas- 
i ury to the solicitor of the Treasury; questions 
‘relating to internal revenue to the solicitor 
| of the internal. revenue department. When 
l| the opinions come back to the Attorney General 
li they: are to be recorded in his office, and:when 
‘i approved, they are to.be the execative law for 
| all thẹ inferior officers of the Government. — 

>. We have-now.this great anomaly: the At- 


| until the printed ‘record is in. his: hands, and 
| there.is no place in Washington. to which he 
; Under the law as it stands the solicitor of the 
‘Treasury. may advise the district:attorneys in 
certain cases. The Attorney General has a 
: general supervision and eeatyol-over the dis- 


|i ney. General. Hence the district attorneys 
have a divided responsibility. . They have also 


‘ to the Interior Department to have them set- 
tked there... In every case they look for their 
guidance and for the settlement of their ac- 
counts: to the. Attorney Genergl’s Office, the 
office of the solicitor-of the Treasury, and the 
|! Department of the Interior. -This bill pro- 


|| ment and have the law business of elerks, dis- 
il teict-attorneys, and marshals of all the courts 


of the United States settled in the office of the 
Attorney General, or rather in the department 
of justice, subject, of course, to the same con- 
trol in every respect that the accounting ofhi- 
cers of the Treasury now have over these 
expenditures. 

We have found instances in which not oniy 
direct supervision, but direct responsibility to 
the head of the Department is absolutely neces- 


ment may act according to his own judgment, | 


il if he wishes to be fortified by the opinion of ` 


f it shall become a law, will have that effect, | 


Mr. MAYNARD. Thegentleman willunders ` 


t is true that the head of a Depart- | i 
ment or the President may act on his owni) Mr. JENCKES. No; but 
responsibility, but he cannot in such a case’, 
shelter himself behind the opinion of a soli- | 


i| torney General is bound. ta conduct all the | - 
cases of the United. States in the Supreme | 
| Court of the United. States; yetin the major- |: 
| ity of instances he never hears. of the cases | 


can go to ascertain the: history of the case. i 
|| trict attorneys in all cases ;: but this general, | 


i! gupervision and control have never been defined '; 
| by law. or nsage or in any opinion of the Attor-- 


ii a third responsibility—to send their accounts ` 


‘| poses to uniteall these functions in one depart- | 


| gary for the protection of the Government. . 
|| Ever since I have been making investigations 
' upon the Committee on Retrenchment i have 
: been inquiring why certain bonds to the United 
| States which have been forfeited for several 
| years have not been put in suit, and I have 
never obtained any satisfactory answer. Be- 
ing in court not long since, I found a district 
attorney. of the United States attempting to sus- 
tain suit upon distillery and warehouse bonds, 
where the language of the condition, as framed 
| by some solicitor of the internal revenue de- 
` partment, or assistant solicitor of the Treasury, 

departed from the language of the statute re- 
: quiring the bond; and this, too, though the 
bonds are in their nature compulsory, and 
| should, as every lawyer of education knows, 
be in strict conformity to the statute. In con- 
; sequence of that blunder or carelessness on the 

part of some solicitor or solicitor’s clerk the 
; Government failed to enforce payment on those 
| forfeited bonds, and the money can never be 
recovered. This is only one instance ; similar 
; instances may be found in a great many cases. 

. Mr. WARD. I desire to ask the gentleman 
` whether this bill creates any new offices? 
i Mr. JENCKES. Only one. 

Mr. WARD. Does it do 
existing offices? 
Mr. JENCKES. , No, sir; but it does away 

|| with the employment of outside counsel. 
| Mr. WARD, It does not do away with any 
| of the solicitors ? 


e 


i 
i away with any 


it transfers the 
solicitors to the Attorney General’s depart- 
ment, and avoids the expense of employin 
outside counsel, which expense has amounte 
in some instances to $100,000 a year. The 
only additional expense involved by this bill 
is-about thirteen thousand dollars per annum. 
l| The annual expenditure now is $130,000, so 
that the increase is about one tenth of what 
is sought to be saved. There will of course 
have to be employed some special assistants 
for. the district attorneys; but, as I have said, 
they will be appointed by special commissions, 
| receiving a fee to be-agreed upon or determined 
© by the Attorney General, and by him alone, and 
` which in no case will exceed the compensation 
. properly allowable for the service rendered. 
' Me. MAYNARD. Doesthe gentleman think 
it practicable for us to organize by this bill 
` a force adequate to all the emergencies and 
» pxigencies of the Government? - 
Mr. JENCKES. We cannot, of course, 
foretell with precise certainty how the system 
will operate; but we anticipate that the force 
organized by this bill will-be able to transact 
the present law business of the Government. 
' Cases in which the Government is concerned 
are constantly arising in different courts in 
various parts of the country. If a sugar case 
| is to be tried to-day, the Attorney General can 
J send his solicitor to attend to the trial... The 
champagne cases and the whisky cases and 
other revenue in New York could be postponed 
until the solicitor general can.go there and try 
them. In the course of 4 year one competent 
lawyer could try ail these important cases, and 
' tbus dispense with these numerous counsel. 
In order to show how much this expense has 
been, I will refer, without intending to be in- 
vidious to anybody, to the cotton-cases in New 
Orleans... A retainer of $10,000 was sent to 
an eminent lawyer there, but we cannot find 
: that he ever did anything... In the sugar cases 
a retainer of $10,000 was sent to another dis- 
tinguished lawyer. He bas tried them and 
$ gueceeded, and has received additional fees. 
|! Retainers: of -$3,000 and $7,500 have been 
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sent to counsel in other parts of the United 
States. Some have rendered service,and some 
we cannot find rendered any at all. Neverthe- 
less the money has been paid. ; 

But, sir, this money has not been paid under 
any authority of law, but out of the gross sum ' 
appropriated forthe collection of the revenue, 


which, as gentlemen know, is contained in the | 


‘general appropriation bill, to the amount of | 
Sieht or Aa million dollars. Into that fund ` 


they put theirhandsto pay these extra expenses. | 


If these extra services are needed I wish to have 
officers to attend to them. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Can the law prevent it’! 


if these officers of the Government take the” 
responsibility? . 
Mr. JENCKES. We pranoi to make it : 
illegal for the Secretary of the Treasury to do | 
so. If he wishes to engage counsel in any case | 
he must send to the Attorney General. Ifthe | 
Attorney General cannot try the case and the | 
emergency requires assistant counsel, he can 
employ them. It is then done bythe head of . 
the law department, and not bythe head of the | 
Interior Department or the head of the Treas- | 
ury Department. He is responsible as the | 
chief law officer of the Government. 
error is committed we shall know who ischarge- ` 


able with it. We have then the assurance, if |, 


he be the proper person, that the office will be 
administered economically. These are the prin- 
cipal provisions of the bill. They may not 
provide a perfect system, but they are certainly 


adequate to the present law business of the | 


country. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. With the gen- 
tleman’s permission I wish to ask a question. 
Before doing so I wish to say that I have list- 
ened with great interest to the remarks of the 
gentleman from Rhode Island, and I think the 
whole House ought to be indebted to the gen- 
tleman for this move in the right direction. 

‘It is valuable substantive legislation to take up 
‘the scattered and fragmentary work now being ` 
done in the nameof the lawand to pnt it under : 
one organizationandonehead. While I entirely 
approve of the bill so far as I have examined | 
it, and feel myself greatly indebted to the ` 


gentleman from Rhode Island for the labor i; cates from the ran 


he has performed, I wish to know. what will | 
become of the Judge Advocate General with | 
eight assistant judge.advocates. Are they to | 
be transferred ? i 

Mr. JENCKES. He is not transferred. | 
“Judge Advocate General” is the title of an | 
officer of the Navy Department. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It reads here 
Judge Advocate General. 

Mr. JENCKES, That is the naval Judge 
Advocate General. We do not touch in this 
bill the Bureau of Military Justice of the Army 


nor the Judge Advocate General of the Army. |: 


They are out of the scope of this civil law 


business. | 
” Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. |I wish to ask 


the gentleman from Rhode Island the reason 
for not adding the Judge Advocate General 
to this department. OFf course there is great ` 
dissimilarity between military and civil law; ' 
but it seems to me that this department of 
military justice should be in some-4ppropriate 
way subordinated to the civil law.) The gen- 
tleman has examined this subject sufficiently 
to say whether the two are incompatible. If | 
they are, I will not press the matter. 

Mr. JENCKES. | We have examined it. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I wish to say in answer 
to the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio 
that I understand there is no guch civil officer 
as Judge Advocate General.- It is a mon- 
strosity which has grown up, and in my opinion 
it ought to be thrown overboard. (It is a mil- 
itary office and does not belong to the civil 
service at all. | Instead of being transferred to 
the Attorney General’s department it should 
be abolished. I would not disfigure our civil 
system by retaining or transferring this to it. 
_ Mr. JENCKES, It is an entirely different 


If any | 


j! too many of th 


branch of law, and ought to be under a military 
chief and not a civil law officer. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Why, then, in- 
| clude the naval Judge Advocate General? Are 
| not the duties similar to those of the Judge 
` Advocate General of the Army? 

Mr. JENCKES. The duties of thenaval Judge 
Advocate General are, as we learned on inquiry, 
purelycivil. Hehas nothing to do with courts- 


| 


martial. His duties are similar to those formerly : 


performed by the solicitorof the War Depart- 
ment. He gives advice when the Department 
comes into conflict-with the civil Departments. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do not agree 
that the office of Judge Advocate General of 
‘the Army should be thrown overboard. It 
` has been of very great service in subordinating 
courts-martial in the Army to some general 
review. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Does the gentleman 


from Rhode Island propose to legislate in ref: .' 


erence to the Judge Advocate General as a 
civil officer? 


Mr. JENCKES. Not atall. That’ is ont | 
of the scope of this bill altogether, and belongs l! 
1 sense of the House upon it. 


‘to the Military Committee. 
' Mr. LOGAN. Ishould like to say a word 
' in reference to that point. 


ii time have I left? 


| Mr. JENCKES. I yield to the gentleman 
|: for a few moments. i 


¿ two in consequence of the remark made by 
i the chairman of the Committee on Retrench- 
|: ment that he thought this was purely a mili- 
| tary office, and that it therefore belonged to 


i| the Committee on Military Affairs. Hereto- |: 


, fore the system in the Army with regard to 
i; courts-martial was the same as that which pre- 
i vails in the Navy now. Detail was made, it 
|. being always understood that any intelligent 
; officer in the Army was sufficiently competent 

to be a judge advocate on a court-martial. 


judgeships in civil courts, getting pay in that 
capacity, and who as judge advocates are of 
no advantage to the Army or the country. 
Mr. BECK. With the permission of the gen- 
| tleman from Rhode Island, I desire to make a 
| suggestion in connection with the remarks just 
' made by the gentleman from Minois, [Mr. 
' Locan.} An important case came before the 
Committee on Reconstruction the other day. 
‘Governor Senter, of Tennessee, sent a message 
' to the President of the United States asking 
‘for troops and authority to use them. That 
communication was referred to the Judge Ad- 
vocate General, and his opinion was laid before 
‘the Reconstruction Committee of this House 
to govern theirs. I think it is clear that the 


‘ opinion which should have been given in such 


t 


Mr. JENCKES. Mr. Speaker, how much | 
i which F think is a proper suggestion. 
The SPEAKER. Twelve and ahalf minutes. | 


l} 


; & case was that of the Attorney General. 

Mr. JENCKES: ‘he committee have pre- 
ferred to confine the bill entirely to the officers 
who belong to civil Departments, and not to 
transfer to the department of justice any mil- 
| itary office. Butif the gentleman from Illinois 
has any amendment to offer to the bill on this 
subject I am willing that he should take the 


Mr. LOGAN. Ido not desire to act in oppo- 
, Sition to the Committee on Retrenchment. I 
merely made a suggestion to the committee 
The 
Judge Advocate General is not properly a mil- 
itary officer. He has military rank, but not 


: military command. He holds merely a military 


Mr. LOGAN. I desire to say a word or ` 


' Lieutenants were generally detailed for the ; 


purpose. During the war this system sprung 
‘up. Since the war we have had judge advo- 
k of brigadier general down- 


: ward, any number of them, thus doing away | 


; entirely with the old system. Some of these 
; men, however, are judges of civil courts in 
, Virginia, while at the same time judge advo- 


i for both offices. From the facts which have 


i to the Judge Advocate General to be decided 
i by tim. 
i 


Attorney General. 


tion, civil as well as military, to the Judge 
Advoeate General. I think that the decision 
of all these questions should be in one depart- 
ment, so as to subordinate the military to the 
civil, which is the theory of our Government. 
I would prefer to have it in that way. And 
when the gentleman says that he leaves that 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, I will 
make this suggestion to him. The gentleman 
proposes to organize a bureau of justice. This 
belongs to his committee. IfI were to come 
before the House to propose a bill of that 
kind from our committee we would be attacked 
as we have been heretofore, and charged with 
a desire to act to the prejudice of the Army. 


will succeed with his measure, and that he will 


committee may consider to be necessary, after 


hope the gentleman from Rhode Island | 


inclade in it the Judge Advocate General, 
leaving him as many judge advocates as the | 


examination, doing away with the rest, because | 
there are some of them down here who hold ii two years and a half I have 


| cates of the Army, drawing pay, I presume, | 


| come within my knowledge I think there are : 
em. I believe, too, that: many : 
| questions relating to civil matters are referred ` 


For instance, a question as to the :| 
|; assessment of the taxes on salaries was re- f 
ferred by the Adjutant General to the Judge 
|| Advocate General of thé Army, a question | 
| which ought, of course, to have gone to the | 
In the Army they have | 
got into the habit of referring every legal ques- : 


: title, but is a law officer and not a military offi- 
cer. I think what belongs to the legal aspect 
| of the War Department will be transferred to 
. the department of justice. But I will trespass 
: no further on the gentleman’s time. 
Mr. JENCKES. ‘The committee had this 
“matter fully under consideration, and went 
into it very carefully. They found two sys- 
tems existing entirely distinct; They did not 
wish to mingle the military law:and the civil. 
They wished to keep the offices distinct, as far 
as practicable, and to hold the War Depart- 
ment, as well as all others, to their responsibil- 
ity, so that in asking legal advice they should 
go to the proper office, the Attorney General's. 
But these cqurts-martial are not composed of 
lawyers, but of officers. The military law 
which is enforced in those courts has very little 
analogy to the common law or the civil law. 
The modes of proceeding are entirely different, 
and as the gentleman has said, almost any 
well-informed officer, either of the Army or 
the Navy, can act as judge advocate. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I wish the gentleman 
would provide in his bill for doing away with 
the office of Judge Advocate General of the 
Army, and clear away this whole excrescence 
which grew up during the war. 

Mr. JENCKES. That is a question belong- 
ing to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

r. GARFIBLD, of Ohio. I think the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Woopwarp] 
ought not to let it goon the record that this 
office is an excrescence. We have in the whole 
range of the Army judicial questions atising in 
‘relation to military men, and their examination 


‘| and trial, and there ought to be some general 


‘supervising power. 
Mr. JENCKES. The committee have care- 
‘fully considered this whole subject; yet I do 
not propose to call the previous question upon 
the bill this morning. If gentlemen wish to 
offer any amendments in regard to the adminis- 
tration of military law they will have time to do 
so. The opinion of the committee was clear 
that those questions should not be intermingled 
with the objects provided for in this bill. If 
the House thinks otherwise it can be easily 
done by an amendment. I will now yield the 
floor, trusting that the gentleman to whom the 
floor may be awarded will allow me to take 
the floor and move the previous question after 
he shall have concladed his remarks. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. p for nearly 
een urging upon 
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the attention of the House the necessity of || bonds were indorsed by the Governor, and by 


passing @ bill substantially in the form of the 
one now under consideration. I trust that after 
it shall have received the attention it deserves 
it will receive the sanction of the House and 
will speedily become a law. 

.. The general purpose of the bill now before 
the House (H. R. No. 1328) will be readily 
understood from its provisions and from the 


explanations given of them. The necessity for | 


its passage will be apparent from a consider- , 
| ease in which an opinion was given to the Sec- 


ation of the statutes providing law officers for 
the Government,and the evils which have grown 


and are likely to grow out of the present sys- 
tem. These laws are all, or nearly all, referred _ 
to in a speech which I had the privilege of | 


making in this House on the 19th of February, 
1868, and they are 
stood that I need not repeat any reference to 
them now. 
They provide 
partment, the 
Office Department, 
eral for the Treasury Department, for the Court 
of Claims, and an Attorney General, who is a 
mere officer, not the head of a Department. 
There is no law department. These. various 


Navy Department, the Post 


officers have no common head or superior. | 
and they are the guide | 


Each gives his opinions, 
for officers, bureaus, or Departments. 
only these, but the Comptroller of 
ury, and the Auditors and other officers, de- 


Not 


generally so well under- | 
© bill that it shall be the duty of the law officers 


a law officer for the War De- | 


the State Department, sev- ° 


the Treas- 


cide the gravest questions of law and fre- 


quently give opinions. This host of officers, 
giving opinions or deciding questions, are nat 


coatrolled by any common head to secure uni- ; 
formity, and the result is that no citizen, no ` 
lawyer, can ever learn what has been decided, | 


what are the rules governing any Department, 
bureau, or, officer; orif these could be learned, 
so great is the confusion and conflict that we 
might as well attempt to read the whirlwind. 
© lt may be proper to allude to an example 


or two. 
On the 17th of January the Comptroller of | 


the Treasury gave an opinion on section one 
hundred and nineteen of the internal revenue 
act of June 30, 1864, as amended by section 
thirteen of the act of March 2, 1867, and directed 
the Assistant Treasurer at New York to retain 
the income tax from salaries paid by him. 

= Buta week prior to that time the Judge 
Advocate General of the Army had advised 
the Paymaster General that the income tax 
could not be deducted, and a circular was issued 
accordingly by the Paymaster General to the 
paymasters of the Army. These conflicting 
opinions may be found in the speech of my 
colleague (Mr. Scuencx] made in this House 
on the 19th of January. The bill now under 
consideration proposes to remedy this by pro- 
viding that— 

The officers of the law department, under the 
direction of the Attorney General, shall give all opin- 
jons requiring the skill of persons learned in the 
law necessary to enable the President and heads 
of the Executive Departments to discharge their 
respective duties, &c. 

No opinion will be authority to a Depart- 
ment unless approved by the Attorney General. 
This will secure uniformity. 

I will cite another case showing the necessity 
of this bill. On the lithof August, 1865, the 
Comptroller of the Currency, a most able and 
faithful officer, in an elaborate and very learned 
opinion of twenty-six printed pages, advised 

_the Secretary of the Treasury that a bona fide 

holder of ‘Texas indemnity bonds,’’ issued 
under the act of September 9, 1850, but not 
indorsed by the Governor of Texas, as required 
by the act of the Legislature of that State of 
December 16, 1851, was entitled to payment. 
Since that opinion, one hundred and seventy- 
five of these bonds, not indorsed by the Gov- 
ernor, have been paid at the Treasury, some 
of them previously sold in England by rebel 
agents of Texas to aid the rebellion. 

The Supreme Coart has recently decided 
that no holder could claim payment unless the 


n Governor, too, not in rebellion. (Texas vs. 
White & Chiles, 25 Texas Rep., Supplement 
by Paschal. ) 

Mr. MAYNARD. The heads of Departments 
and of bureaus are charged withthe execution 
of the law, and of course they must execute it 
as they understand it. If they have to inter- 
pret the lawand execute it accordingly, how 
are we to prevent it? What remedy have we? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I have referred to a 


retary of the ‘Treasury by a subordinate officer 
of the Treasury Department. 
of the Treasury seems to have called upon the 
' Comptroller of the Treasury for a legal opinion, 
i and here it is ina printed pamphlet of twenty- 
six pages. Now, we propose to say by this 


of the Government to give all the opinions 
necessary to enable the President, heads of 
Departments, heads of bureaus,and all officers, 
to perform their respective duties. We will 
make the law, and if these officers do not obey 
it the fault will be theirs. If this bill passes no 
such opinion can again be given. And it will 
clearly be the daty of officers executing the 
laws to ask for opinions of the proper law 


' struction. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I suggest to the gentle- 
man that the Secretary of the Treasury is the 


head of these several chiefs of bureaus, and yet | 


' each one is independent. It is the duty of the 

First Comptroller to pass upon certain cases, 
and so with the other comptrollers and the 
several auditors. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has personally about as little to do with the 
matter as the gentleman has or I have. 

Y Mr. LAWRENCE. One great object of this 
bill is to provide a law officer whose opinion 
shall be asked upon all questions admitting of 
doubt, and whose opinions shall become the 
rule of action for the Departments and for the 
several heads of bureauss That will be the effect 
of this bill. And if this bill had been the law 
when this opinion of the Comptroller of the 
Treasury was asked we would have had the 
opinion of the Attorney General instead of the 
opinion given, and it is not probable that the 
Attorney General would have given such an 
opinion as this. 

Mr. COX. The opinion of the Attorney 
General was asked and given, and it confirmed 
the opinion of Comptroller ‘Tayler, and many 
payments were made under it. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I have read the manu- 
script opinion of the Attoraey General, (Mr. 
Stanbery,) and his opinion was not given upon 


opinion of Comptroller Tayler or in the opinion 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
His attention was not called to the act of the 
Legislature of Texas upon which the decision 
of the Supreme Court turned. If the opinion 
of the Attorney General had been asked upon 
all those questions it is not probable that he 
would have given the same opinion as that 


stand me ag objecting to the bill at all. I be- 
lieve some such law is necessary. I approve 
of the bill, so far as I understand it. 


is to carry out precisely the purpose which the 
gentleman indorses, and which I and others 
also indorse. 

.. And now I proceed to show further the 
necessity of passing this bill. The Auditor of 
the Post Office Department, in. charge of the 
prosecution of mail depredations—immense 


controlling them throughout the country, is 
merely a fourth-class clerk. He gives opin- 
ions and directions, and has compiled and 
published the Post Office laws without the aid 
of or the accuracy to be secured by the pro- 
founder attainments and riper skill of the 


officers in all cases admitting of doubt or con- | 


Mr. LAWRENCE. The object of this bill | 


The Secretary |; 


the facts and questions presented either in the gle attorney for a series of years has largely 


upon which the Treasury Department acted. |; 
Mr. COX. The gentleman must not under- || 


i 


{ 


| 
i 
1 


Attorney General. The law officers of the 
Treasury Department and Internal Revenue 
Bureau decide questions involving millions 
annually wholly independent of the Attor- 
ney General, who may frequently give dif- 
ferent and conflicting opinions, Examples 


| might be multiplied without number, but these 
„are sufficient for illustration. 


The fault is not 
in the officers who have been called upon to 
discharge these legal duties, but in the system 
itself. This bill is necessary, then, to secure 
uniformity in the legal advice given to the 
President, heads of departments, bureaus, and 
oflicers. 

This bill is also a measure of economy. It 
will reduce expenditures for legal services to 
the Government and put an end to a system 
which might be perverted to purposes of favor- 
itism, 

Under various laws, and sometimes, per- 


| haps, without any very definite law, a practice 


has grown up largely since 1860 of giving 
employment to counsel for the Government in 
almost every conceivable capacity and under 
a great variety of circumstances—to counsel 
who are not officers of the Government, nor 
amenable assuch. Under appropriations for 
collecting the revenues, and other general pur- 
poses, very large fees have been paid for ser- 


‘vices which could have been performed by 


proper law officers at much less expense. As 


' an example I may say, that in one year—1867— 


over one hundred thousand dollars were paid 

for fees and expenses for counsel employed by 

Departments and officers of Government, in 

addition to salaries paid district attorneys and 

other regular law officers of the Government. 
I submit a statement, as follows: 


Statement of allowances for legal services during the 
year 1867. 


By the Treasury Department..........s1-+++ se $67,311 16 
By the Attorney General’s department in i 
Supreme Court of the United States...... 6,050 00 
By the special counsel to assist district u 
BLLOTDOYS.....000.,csorreresseerene cneeserssscorsare essere . 2s 
By tho assistant district attorneys.............. 6,092 95 
Special counsel employed....scoeerreereeere 6,500 00 
By the State Department, (about)... - 5,500 09 
Total for one year .......... eccneseaase sense ssenees $99,404 12 


Besides this, the fees in the Surratt case 
were paid. (See House Executive Documents, 
Fortieth Congress, second session, Nos. 198, 
221, 289, [298,] 338; also, Senate Executive 
Document, second session Forty-First Con- 
gress, No. 4.) 

I have not deemed it necessary to compile 
the expenditures for other years, but they are 


' guch as to demonstrate the necessity for speedy 


ʻi retrenchment and reform. 


In some instances the amount paid one sin- 


: exceeded the whole salary of the Attorney Gen- 
eral. As an example of this I submit the fol- 


: Year, 
; 1861 


lowing statement of fees and expenses paid: 


To whom. Employed by— Amount, 
... W. M. Evarts...Attorney General...... $1,250 00 
.. W. M. Evarts...Attorney General... 2,500 

.. W. M. Evarts..State Department...... 11,845 86 
“ W. M. Evarts...freasury Department, 7,500 00 
| W.M. Evarts...Treasury Department, 8,500 00 
. W. M. Evarts...Treasury Department, 10,500 09 
Z. W. M. Evarts...Attorney General... 5,450 0) 


Of this sum for the years 1864, 1865, 1867, 
the amount paid was $43,795 86, or an average 
of $14,598 62 each year; and this does not in- 
clude fees paid by the State Department in the 
case of the United States vs. John H. Surratt, 
tried in Washington in 1867 for the assassin- 


ation of the President. 


The contingent funds of the Departments 


I D || are now sometimes used to employ counsel. 
in number and importance as they are—and 


And in all the forms and under whatever 
authority counsel are employed there is now 
no limit on the fees that may be paid, and none 
of the sanctions of official authority. 

For some time there has been in the Treas- 
ury Department a most excellent lawyer in 
chargeof what are called the “ cotton-claims ” 


1870. 
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cases, and cases relating to captured and aban- 
doned property in the rebel States. Ho is not 
an officer of the Government. No law fixes 
or limits his salary or fees. But he is there: 


The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous 
consent. 
| Mr. ELDRIDGE. I object. 
Mr. WOOD. Permit me to say that I have 


enjoying all the advantages of a law officer of; |; not participated at all in the discussion upon 


with none of the official sane’: this 
ie Geel own behalf. But I do think ample opportunity | 
ouse to ' 


tions or responsibilities of an officer. He is 
emplo: under general appropriation Jaws. 
I do not allude to this to complain of him or 
of any officer of the Government, but to point 


out defects in our system of securing law ser- ` 


vices for the Government. No one more faith- 


ful, honest or competent could be found to per- : 


form the duties he is so faithfully rendering ; 
but all legal services should be performed by 
regularl authorized law officers. 

‘his bill proposes to prohibit the employ= 
ment of counscl unless specifically authorized 
by law in terms, and not by vague generalities. 
It devolves all legal duties on the proper law 


ill, and therefore I do not speak on my 


should be given to members of this 
_ discuss every one of the duties proposed in this 


bill. 
The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous 
consent, as it proposes a suspension of the 


‘| hopes no one would object. However, I shall 
|, be driven only the more frequently to move 
it that the committee rise for the purpose of clos- 
. ing debate. 

' Mr. ELDRIDGE. There are other para- 


officers of the Government, and will thus securey: ered, and they should be debated. 


efficiency in legal services, economy in the | 


expenditures therefor, and prevent the danger 


of favoritiam and the lavish expenditure of i 


` money. I hope this long-delayed measure may 
pass and speedily become a law. For more 
than two years it has been before committees 


of Tongres, 

On the 12th December, 1867, this House 
adopted a resolution, which it was my privilege 
to offer, instructing the Judiciary Committee 
to consider the propriety of reporting a bill to 
consolidate all the w officers of the Govern- 
ment at Washington into one law department. 

On the 19th February, 1868, I had the privi- 


rem 


R. No. 765) to establish a law department, 


which was referred to the Judiciary Committee, | 


though an error in the print on the bill makes 
it read ‘‘to the Committee on Retrenchment.’’ 

On the 15th of May, 1868, I reported this 
bill back from the Jadiciary Committee, with an 
amendment, in the natare of a substitute, sub- 
stantially in the form of the original bill, and 
it was recommitted to the Judiciary Committee. 


This committee subsequently agreed to the bill, |: 


and I was directed to report it to the House 
and recommend its passage ; but in the order 
of business it could not be reached in the House 
for want of time. 

On the 3d of February, 1868, the gentleman 
from Rhode Island [Mr. Jencxes] introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 610) “to establish a depart- 
ment of justice,” which was referred to the 
Committee on Retrenchment, but no action 
was had in the House. 

Soon after the commencement of the Forty- 
First Congress, on the 5th of April, 1869, I 
again introduced a bill (H. R. No. 379) “to 
establish a law department,” substantially in 
the form I had previously reported it from the 
Judiciary Committee. This was referred to 
the Committee on Retrenchment. 

On the 24th of Febraary, 1870, the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1328) to establish a department of jus- 
tce; which was referred to the same committee. 

The bill now before the House contains sub- 


stantially the provisions of all these bills, and |i 


in good part in the same words. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired, and this bill will go over until to-mor- 
row. 


DEBATE IN COMMITTEE. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Before I move to go into 
Committee of the Wholeupon the special order 
I ask, as relating to that subject, the nani- 


mous consent of the House for the adoption || 


of the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk to be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That when the House shall be again in |; 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the special order, the bill to amend existing laws 
relating to the duty on imports, and for other pur- 
poses, in case debate should arise on any ono of 
the paragraphs relating to the duty on any form 
of iron, such debate shail not be allowed to extend 
beyond twenty minutes on such paragraph. 


of reporting on leave of the House a bill |: 


ORDER FOR A NIGHT SESSION. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the Commit- 
i: tee of the Whole be directed to take a recess 
:, this afternoon from half past four to half past 
.į seven o'clock. 

| The question was taken; and upon a divis- 
| ion, there were—ayes 53, noes 61; no quorum 
voting. 


|| and Mr. ELDRIDOE were appointed 


| New Yorkers have a sociable to-night. 
Mr. HOTCHKISS. Yes; and their last one. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Then I think we should 
|i not have a session to-night. 
The House again divided; and the tellers 
orted that there were—ayes 64, noes 68. 
ore the result of the vote was announced, 


|| re 


||- The question was taken. upon ordering the 
|! yeas and nays; and there were twenty-seven in 
|| the affirmative. 

So pn afirmative being more than one 
y had the last vote) the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 


: not voting 61; as follows: 


lark, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, 
Covode, Cowles, Callom, Dawes 


ay, 


ooper, 
| Lawrence, La 


ge. Loughbridge, Maynard, 
McCormick oray, Metirew, Mercur, 
Eliakim H. Moore, illiam Moore, Samuel P. Mor- 
rill, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Packard, Packer, 
Palmer, Peck, Phelps, Poland, Pomeroy, Roots, 
Sanford, Sargent, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel 
A.Sheldon, John A. Smith, William Smyth, Stevens, 
Stevenson, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Taylor, 
Fillman, Townsend, Tyner. Upson, Van Auken, Van 
Wyck, Ward, Welker. Wheeler, 
Williams, Eugene M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, 
Winans, and Witcher—100. 
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So the order for a recess was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I move thatthe 
ew York delegation be excused from attend- 


rules. | 
Mr. SCHENCK. I know that, and was in 


phs as important as any we have consid- 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Scuexcx | 


Mr. INGERSOLL. understand that the 


Mr. CONGER called for the yeas and nays. |; 


The question was then taken; and it was 
decided in the affrmative—yeas 100, nays 66, | 


Whitmore, Willard, | 


or- : 
. Sawyer, i: 

Schumaker, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Shober. slo- 
i Strader, | 


ance at the session of to-night in consequence 
of their arrangements for a social gathering 
this evening. 

Mr. FERRISS. I hope that motion will 
prevail. 

Pending the motion, 

J. 1I. ESTES, 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, asked and 

obtained leave to have withdrawn from the files 


| o the House the papers in the case of J. H. 
| Estes. 
| 


D. D. T. FARNSWORTII. 


-_ Mr. MeGREW asked and obtained leave to 
have withdrawn from the files of the House the 
etition and papers in the case of D. D. T. 
! Ractiew oaths for the payment of a claim for 
$1,000. 
| : LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. HOGE was granted leave of absence for 

|| thirty days. 

1 Mr. HILL was granted leave of absence for 

one day. 

Mr. ROGERS was granted leave of absence 

' for one day. 

| Mr. CALKIN was granted leave of absence 

for one or 
Mr. DIXON was granted leave of absence 

' for one day, 

Mr. HAWKINS was granted leave of absence 

i; for two weeks from to-morrow. 


WALLIS PATTER. 


‘i Mr. SCOFIELD asked and obtained unan- 
| imous consent for discharging the Committee 
. on Naval A ffairs from the further consideration 
: of the claim of Wallis Pattee, and referring 
the same to the Committee of Claims. 


CHARLES FIERER. 


On motion of Mr. LOGAN, by unanimous 
i| consent, the Committee of Claims was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of papers 
in the case of Charles Fierer, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

LOCATION OF A NATIONAL BANK. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask unanimous 
consent that Senate bill No. 746, providing 
for the change of the location of a national 
bank, be taken from the Speaker's table and 

ut upon its passage. It is necessary it should 
be passed at once. There will be no debate 
i on the question, or if there should be, I will 
: not press the matter. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I object. I want the 
House to go to business on the Speaker's table 
, and dispose of it regularly. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE: 


Mr. PROSSER obtained leave of absence 
from the evening sessions of the House on 
account of sickness. 

i Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


I renew my 
motion that the New York delegation be ex- 
cused from attendance during the session this 
i evening. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make 
| the motion at the request of the New York 
| delegation ? 
ij _ Mr. VAN WYCK. None of the New York 


. j delegation are asking this. 


|| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I have made 
i| the motion by request of a New York member. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
! gentleman from New York [Mr. Van Wyck] 
has objected. 

| Mr. ELDRIDGE. I ask that the whole 
;, Pennsylvania delegation be excused from at- 
tendance while the tariff bill is under consid- 


i 
|| eration. Laughter. ] 

i Mr. SCHENCK. I decline to yield for that 
i; motion. 


Hi MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. GORHAM, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
disagreed to the amendment of the House to 
li the bill (S. No. 95) in relation to the Hot 
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Springs reservation in Arkansas, asked a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses, and had appointed Mr. Rics, Mr. 
Epmunrns, and Mr. Hamitton of Maryland, 
the conferees on the part of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the Senate 
had passed without amendment joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 52) for the relief of Albert. B. 
Winslow, of Portland, Maine. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed House bills of the following 
titles, with amendments, in which the concur- 
rence of the House was requested: 

An act (H. R. No. 268) forthe relief of Cap- 
tain George E. Grisham, of Tennessee; and 

An act (H. R. No. 1084) to incorporate the 
Washington Market Company. 


is on the motion of the. gentleman from Iowa, 
[Mr. ALuison,] to strike out the paragraph 
which just has been read. : 

Mr. SCHENCK. This paragraph preserves 
the rates of duty precisely as they are under 


' the existing law, making only a slight change 


in the classification. But as the proposition 
will probably elicit a debate of the same char- 


` acter as that we had yesterday in regard to class- 


ification, the Committee of Ways and Means 
have instructed me to say that they have no 


objection to striking out the paragraph. 


The message further aunounced that the . 


Senate had passed joint resolutions and bills 
of the following titles, in which the concur- 
rence of the House was requested : 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 133) concerning 


Joint resolution (S. R. No. 157) conferring ` 


‘upon the CourtofClaimsj urisdiction to hearand 


determine the claim of William B. Campbell; : 


An act (S. No. 72) granting lands to the 
State of Wisconsin to aid in the consiruction 
of the Green Bay and Lake Pepin railway ; 

An act (S. No. 84) to carry into effect the 
decree of the district court of the United 
States for the southern district of New York 
in the case of the British steamer Labuan ; 

An act (S. No. 263) to establish certain 
post roads in the State of Alabama, and for 
other purposes ; i 

Anact (S. No. 455) to incorporate the Wash- 
ington Butchers’ Benevolent Association of the 
District of Columbia ; 


Mr. HAY. I move to strike out the pend- 
ing paragraph, and in lieu thereof to insert the 
following: 

On boiler or other plate iron not less than three 


sixteenths of aninch in thickness, li cents per pound. | 
Mr. Chairman, the bill increases the rate of | 


duty from 1} cents to 1} cents per pound. Asthe 


' proposition is to strike out, aud the committee 


agree that shall be done, I propose there shall | 


the pay of customs officers in North Carolina; ls 


be a proportionate reduction on the articles 
specified, as has been agreed to upon pigiron and 
upon other manufactured iron. My amend- 


one quarter of a cent, which will be a propor- 


tionate reduction as on other forms of manu- — 


factured iron. 

The committee divided; and there were 
ayes 37, noes 6£; no quorum voting. - 

No further count being demanded, the 


' amendment was disagreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
On iron hoops, and on cotton ties made of hoop 


- iron, cut to lengths, all siaes and descriptions, 2} 


Anact (S. No. 460) to incorporate the Wash- | 
ington Association for the improvement of | 


the Condition of the Poor of the District of 


Columbia ; a 
An act (S. No. 509) for the relief of the 


inhabitants of Salt Lake City, in the Territory | 


of Utah; 
An act (S. No. 532) to authorize the appoint- 
ment of shipping commissioners by the judges 


‘of the several district courts of the United | 


‘States, to superintend the shipping and dis- 
charging of seamen engaged in merchant ships 
belonging to the United States, and for the 
farther protection of seamen ; 
An act (S. No. 569) to provide for the dis- 
position of useless military reservations ; 
Anact (S. No. 583) to incorporate the United 


of Columbia; 


An act (S. No. 584) to incorporate the © 


Island Institute, of Washington, District of 
Columbia ; 
An act (S. No. 610) forthe reliefof the Stock- 


‘| When bound up with rope, when the rope is 


cents per pound. i 

Mr. BUCKLEY. I mave to strike out ‘‘ 28” 
and insert ‘*1,’' so the duty will be 1 cent per 
pound. Mr. Chairman, this is an entirely new 


classification of this material. Cotton ties have | 
been introduced heretofore under the class of | 
manufactured iron, as enumerated in the par- - 


agraph- preceding under the head of hoop iran. 
Now, from the 1st of September, 1868, to the 
1st of September, 1869, there were introduced 


‘into this country 15,000 tons of cotton ties, 


used expressly in the southern States for the 
purpose of putting up cotton bales. . The great 


advantage in getting these cotton ties as cheap 


as possible is in the fact that they are so. much- 
When ex- , 
| posed to fire the cotton bale bound with iron | 
-ties will not burn, bat the fire will pass over it. 


superior to rope in -baling cotton. 


The center of the cotton will not take fire. 


| burned the whole bale will burst open and the 

States Aid Association of Washington, District | 
` It is owing to this fact that the jnsurance on 

cotton in transit has been decreased. I ask, - 


cotton will of course be entirely consumed. 


Mr. Chairman, in view of these facts, and in 


- view of the reduction of duty on pig iron, that 


‘bridge and Munsee tribe of Indians, in the :- 


State of Wisconsin ; 

An act (S. No. 665) for the relief of William 
H. Harman; and 

An act (S. No. 674) for the relief of the heirs 
or legal representatives of George T. Wiggins, 
of Keokuk, in the State of Iowa. 


TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I now move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the special order. i , 

The motion was agreed to; there being— 
ayes eighty-eight, noes not counted. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, (Mr. WHEELER in the chair,) and re- | 


sumed the consideration of the special order, 
` being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist- 
ing laws relating to the duty on imports, and 
tor other purposes. 
The pending paragraph was read, as fol- 
ows: 
On all sizes of sheet or plate iron, not glazed or 
“polished, and not thinner than No. 24 wire gauge, 
ł cents per pound; thinnerthan No. 24 wire gauge, 
not including taggers’ iron, 13 cents per pound. 


The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 


the reduction I propose in this paragraph may © 


be agreed to. _ 

Mr. STEVENS. What is the present duty 
on this article? 

Mr. BUCKLEY. Thirty-five per cent. ad 
valorem even. 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to say that when the 
Committee of Ways and Means introduced 
this bill I was, for one, very glad. The pres- 
ent tariff was made when the Sonth had no 
representation upon this floor, and I thought 


i| when the committee introduced this bill that 
! some of the industries of the South would be 
' protected. But what do we find? We find in 
reference to everything produced in the South | 
there has been an effort to bring it in at a lower ; 


rate of duty, while upon articles we do not 
produce the duty has been very largely in- 
creased. What has been the case with sugar, 
which needs protection if any production of 


this country needs it? The tariff has been : 
reduced on sugar 334 percent. And when we | 
come to the cotton interest we find that the | 
same effort has been made to depressit. When | 


we came to cotton bagging, in which cotton is 
put up, we found the tariff, the enormous duty 
of 8 cents put on that artiele. This is the 
tariff which was levied when the South was 


not represented in Congress, and when cotton 
was at such a price that. we could pay almost 
any rate for bagging. When we come to rice 
produced at the South we find that the tariff 
has been reduced. We have no objection to 
lowering the tariff; but I do say that on the 
articles not produced in the South we should 
have a corresponding redaction. Therefore I 
have moved this amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, this pres- 
ent rate of duty proposed in the bill for this, 
which is in one sense a new article, the com- 


| mittee have long since concluded was too high, 


and came to the conclusion that about 2 cents 
would be a fair rate of duty. I was instructed 
to offer the amendment which I hold in my 
hand, to strike out “one half,’ which would 
reduce it from 2} to 2 cents. Iwas applied to 
by a gentleman trom the South representing a 
cotton State who desired to move the same 
amendment, and I promised to give him tha 
opportunity to offer it. I did not intend to” 
yield to the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 


k ! | Bucxiey] who has just spoken, but to another 
ment is to reduce the duty in the present law | } J P 4 


gentleman from the South; and it was under 


: a misapprehension that he in this way got 
, ahead of the committee. The other gentleman, 


` also representing n cotton State, was willing to 


go for 2 cents. But I suppose he will now, 
like all the other gentlemen, go for the lowest 
rate of duty that may be proposed. 

I wish to give a brief explanation in regard 
to these ties. They are a comparatively recent 


, but admirable invention, and are used instead 


of cording for baling cotton; that is, iron is 


| used instead of ropes. They are made of hoop 


iron. The hoop iron of which these are made 
pays, according to the classification, 1} or 13 
cents perpound. These cotton-ties, asa manu- 
facture from hoop iron, were not known in com- 
merce and were just being introduced into the 
country at the time of the passage of the last 


: tariff. By taking hoop iron of a certain class 
' and cutting it up into lengths, and preparing it 


with what is called the ‘arrow tie,” a sort of 
buckle to draw it around a eotton bale, it ceases 
to be hoop iron. It was not described in the 
tariff, and it fell under the general rate of 85 
per cent. on manufactured iron unenumera- 
ted. The consequence was that a thing which 
was really manufactured, but which had been 
lately introduced, came in ata less rate of duty 
than the kind of iron out of which it was manu- 
factured. 

Well, then, what the committee propose is, 
that as the class of hoop iron from which these 
ties are made, as gentlemen themselves de- 
scribe it, is a valuable and good class, not made 
to the same extent in this country, as they say 


' there is a demand for it, though there is some 


| 
| 


doubt as to that—this article shall come in not 


, at 14 cents, at which hoop iron comes in, but 

that one quarter cent shall be added on it as 
‘manufactured iron. 
‘posed. The committee, therefore, have to de- 


That is all that is pro- 


cide between leaving these cotton-ties to come 
in at a lowe rrate of duty as an unenumerated 
article, amuch lower rate of duty than the hoop 
iron from which they are made, or else, treating 
them as they are, as a new manufacture which 
has been introduced, charging upon them as a 
manufactured article. But all that is proposed 
is that one quarter cent shall be added to the 
rate of duty above what is laid on what may 
be called the raw material, the hoop iron 


itself. Therefore we have thought that -while 


arate of 2} cents was too high, a rate of 2 
cents, being one quarter cent more than the 


‘duty on hoop iron itself, should be the rate of 


duty on this article. 
CALAMITY AT RICHMOND. 


Mr. PLATT. I desire to make a most pain- 
ful announcement to the House. The court 
of appeals of Virginia was this morning to have- 
given their decision in the case brought to test 
the constitutionality of the enabling act re- 
cently passed by the Legislatare. It was a 
case in which great interest was taken, and a 


1870. 


=e 


large concourse of citizens was attracted to 
the court-room. During the proceedings the 
floor of the court-room gave way, precipitating | 
its occupants into the room below, where the » 
Legislature was in session, and the result was, 
I deeply regret to say, that a large number of 
persons were killed or wounded. 

Mr. McKENZIE. I do not suppose that 
the Legislature could be in session, as they do 
not meet till twelve, while this occurred at 
eleven. The number of killed would have 
been very much greater had tho Legislature 
been in session. ; 

Mr. PLATT. I send to the desk to be read 
a telegram I have received with reference to 
this most deplorable occurrence. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

[Received at Washington, 3 p. m.] 
Ricwxonp, VIRGINIA, April 27, 1870. 
To Hon. J. H. PLATT: 

Nearly forty killed. Among them Patrick Henry 
Aylett, Dr. James B. Brock, Enquirer; Samuel 
Eaton. clerk to Chahoon; Bland, senator; N. H. How- 
ard, lawyer: A. Charters, chief fire department ; 
E. M. Schotield, brother of general; Governor Wells 
fatally wounded, sinee reported dead. Number 
wounded very large. Amongthem Judge Meredith, 
L. H. Chandler, Lawyer Neeson, George Chahoon, 
and many other prominent citizens. 


Mr. COX. I would suggest that, in view of 
this calamity, the committee rise. Afte 
ceiving such tidings I hardly think the House ' 


Mr. SCHENCK. Though the announce- 
ment which has been made is exceedingly 


| cotton is ba 
hay interest, as well asthe whole cotton interest, - 


ested in this artield. Gentlemen will remember 
that there is a large hay interest in the west- 
ern country, and perhaps all over the country, 
and the people are genting to bale their hay as 

fea, with iron hoops. The whole 


of the country is-interested in this particular 
article, and I eannot see why there should be, 
a desire to put the tariff upon it at so high a 
rate when it comes in competition with no 


. manufacture in this country. 


- clerks, announced that the Senate 


without amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 1886) | protected by a patent upon the tie itself? 


T Te- |: 


distressing, I think we had better go on with | 


the public business. 
to be of any service the case would be differ- 
ent. But we are not in a position to be of 
any service whatever. 

Mr. COX. . In deference to the view of the 
chairman of the committee, and of my friends 
near me, I withdraw the suggestion which I 
ventured to make. 

TARIFF BILL. 


The committee then resumed the consider- 
ation of the tariff bill, f 

Mr. SCHENCK. I had di single remark to 
make when I gave way. I meant to conclude 
by saying that if this proposition to put ìt at 1 


If we were near enough : 


isin a ft condition to go on with business, ;; articles of that kind. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee rose informally, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 
from the Senate, by Mr. Haury, one of its 
had passed, 


to relieve certain persons therein named from 


the legal and political disabilities imposed by =. ris x : 
the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution | is patented in this country, That shows still 


ofthe United States, and for other purposes. 
TARIFF BILL. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union then resumed its session. - 

Mr. LOGAN. This article with this catch 
or buckle, or whatever it is, is manufactured 
nowhere in this country, but is imported for 
this particular purpose of baling cotton, baling 
hay, baling rags, baling sacks, and various 


why the tariff should be raised to what Í would 
consider an exorbitant rate on this particular 
article;which comes in competition with noth- 
ing manufactured in this country. My own 


_ view is that 1} cents per pound would bea 


sufficient daty, but I am willing to vote for 14 


cents; but I think the proposition of thechair- ; 


man. of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
put it at 2 cents is an exorbitant rate. This 
article now comes in at 35 per cent. ad valorem, 


: costing, I believe, 7 cents per pound. Itcomes 
: in under the present law as oneof thearticles not 


cent per pound, which is less than the duty on | 


the hoop iron of which it is made, shall be 
voted down, I will then move to reduce it to 2 
cents, which is only a quarter of a cent more 
than the duty on hoop iron. Iam instructed by 
the Committée of Ways and Means to make 
that motion. f i 

Mr. BUCK. I move to make it 1} cents per , 
pound. The chairman of the Committee of Ways , 
and Means says this is a new article of manufac: : 
ture. That isvery true, but the labor of manu- . 
facturing it is very small. It is not substan- | 
tially different from the article of flat hoop | 
bands in the second paragraph preceding this . 
one. We have pat the daty on that down to 1} | 
cents, and I see.no reason why this should not | 
come down to the same figure, being substan- | 


tially the same article. It will be seen by the || 


report of last year’s importations that this arti- 
cle only costs 2 cents a poand in the foreign: 
market. There were 15,657,761 poundsbrought 
into the country at a cost of $315,522, being 
about 2 cents per pound. It cost in this coun- . 
try, with the present tariff of 85 per cent. dd | 
7 cents a pound, and when you raise | 
the duty to 2 cents a poutid you raise it from 
35 to 100 per cent, and you will make the cost 
of the article in this country much more. I | 
think from the facts already presented by my 
colleague [Mr. Buckter] that a duty of 13 
cents per pound is sufficiently large to answer 
the purposes of protection as well as of reve- 
nue. I withdraw the amendment. 
Mr. LOGAN. Irenewthe amendment, and 


Ido it for the purpose of saying to the com- | 
mittee that if I understand aright there is none | 


of this article manufactured in this country. It 
comes in antagonism with no mannfacture in ; 


` because it is manufactured. It is merely cut, ` 


this country. But there is another interest 
besides that of cotton which is largely inter- 
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enumerated, and hence it comes in at 35 per | 


cent. ad valorem. If itcomes in under the class- 
ification of band and hoop iron it would come 
in at 1} cents per pound or 1} cents or 1} cents 
perpound. The highest rate on band and hoop 
iron under the old Jaw is 1f cents per pound. 
Gentlemen say it ought to. bear s higher rate 


and it may be fastened with this buckle or with 
mererivets. Itisnotsuch 4 manufactured sarti- 


cle ás shoald bear a high tariff. ope the 
proposition of the gentleman wilt be agreed 


to, although I think myself itis one quarter of a | 


cent higher than it ought to be. : 

Mr. MAYNARD. [think if the Committee: 
of the Whole shall come to understand this 
matter properly they will find very litte diffi- 


culty in disposing df it in the right manner, | 


The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Logan] says 
there are no cotton ties mada in this country. 
The régeon for that is very obvious. Weman- 
ufacture the hoop iron out of which cotton ties 
are made, but the duty on hoop iron is higher 
than the duty on cotton ties, for & reason which 
I will state. When the present tariif on hoop 
ifon was established there were. no hoop-iron 
cotton ties in use in this country, at least not 
to any great extent. Cotton ties were an 
article not generally known; and were not 
mentioned in the tariff law. - There is 4 gen: 
eral provision in the law that unenamerated 
manufactures of iron shall be subject to a duty 
of 35 per cent. ad valorem. The hoop iron of 
which cotton ties are made is taxed 14, 14, 
and 1Ẹ cents per pound, according to thick- 
ness, which duty is higher than that on cotton 
ties under the head of ‘‘anenumerated manu- 


i| factures of iron,” and thus operates as a dis- 


crimination against the cotton-tie manafacture 
in this country. a: 
_ Mr. LOGAN. Is there any difficulty at all 
in the way of our manufacturers making these 
cotton ties? Bes 

Mr. MAYNARD. None in the world, ex- 
cept that the duty is less on the cotton tie after 


I cannot understand |, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB. 


3041 


its manufacture than upon the hoop iron before 
it is 80 manufactured. A discrimination is 
made against the manufacture of cotton ties in 
this country. The price of cotton ties along 
the sea-board is Scents per pound. But when 
they get into the interior, as my friend from 
the northwestern portion of Alabama [Mr. 
Dox] tells me, they dre sold for 14 cents per 


pound. i 
‘Mr. BUCKLEY. 


In my own city of Mont- 


| gomery they are sold for 7 cents per pound. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Thirty-five per cent. of 
7 cents is 24 cents. But they are under- 
valued upon the importer’s irivoices, as every- 
thing else is that is imported under an ad 
valorem duty. 

Mr. PERCE. Is not the cotton tie further 

Mr. MAYNARD. One kind of cotton ties 
more the enormity of this whole thing. An 
American has a patent-right for making what 
is called the ‘‘arrow tie,’’? patented in 1861. 
Instead of manufacturing it in this country he 


' goes abroad and has it manufactured in Eng- 


| & new invention. 


land; and it is then brought into this country 
at a duty of 85 per cent. ad valorem, ond at 
an undervaluation, thus operating against the 


: American manufacturer, which in my judgment 


ought not tobedone. We have thought there 
should bea duty of 1} cents per pound put upon 
the hoop iron of which these ties are made, and 
also that the manufactured ties made of this 
hoop iron ought at least to pay a little higher 
duty than that charged upon the raw material 
out of which they are manufactured. There 
is nö injustice in this, because when these ties 
are put upon the bale they are sold as cotton. 
They ‘are bought as iron at 7 cents per pound 
and sold as cotton at 25 cents per pound. 

Mr. LOGAN. How is it with hay, which is 


, cheaper than iron? No profit is made upon 


the hoop-iron ties used in baling hay. 


Mr. MAYNARD. That is true. But the 


‘ amount of hay baled with these iron ties I 
|| undertake to say is very inconsiderable. 
; every hale of cotton requires some seven ties, 
|! and each tie weighs from two to three pounds, 
| for there is an interest in having the ties as 


Bat 


heavy as possible; and as there are some two 
or three million. bales of cotton put up every 


n ith | year, at immense amount of iron is required 
; arivet.. Much of itis fastened together with | 


for tied, a gentlemen can very readily cal- 
culate. 

The question was then taken upon the ameénd- 
ment to make the duty 14 cents per pound; 
and upon a division there were~-ayes 38; noces 


| 68; no quoram voting. 


' Tellers were ordered ; and Mr, Locaw and 
Mr. ScoFrELD were appointed 
The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported that there were—ayes 58, noes 60. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
« Mr. ROGERS. I move to amend so as to 
make the duty 1} cents per pound: I do this 
for the purpose of making a few remarks upon 
the tariff. generally, and updn thisspecitic item 
of hoop iron or cotton ties in particular. It 
has been stated by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means that this iron tie is 
I wish to say that within 
my own knowledge it was in use very exten- 
sively priot to the recent war, as far back aa 
twelve years ago. It has been said also that 
this article is not manufactured in the United 
States. From this assertion I also dissent. 
It is manufactured here now and has been for 
years past. Itis an article -used very exten- 
sively not only in the southern States for the 
baling of cotton, but in the West for baling 
wool, and in our principal cities for the baling 
of rags, and various other purposes. 
. Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman tell 
us where in this country these cotton ties are 
manufactured? a 
` Mr. ROGERS. I cannot; but I will state 
upon my veracity as a gentleman of business 
that they are manufactured in this country, 
that they were used previous to the war, that 
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I have bought and sold cotton baled in them 
prior to the war and since the war. So much 
for the judgment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means upon this subject. Now, what is 
this article? Itis simply hoop iron with a curl | 
insit so that the ends of two pieces catch one | 
into the other, and the iron is thus secured ` 
around the cotton. There are, I believe, sbme | 
three or four patents in connection with these 
cotton ties. Some of them are fastened with © 
a little button and screw, so as to secure the 
bale of cotton very compactly. Now, in view | 
of the usefulness of this article, I submit to the 
House whether it is proper that it should be- 
taxed 2} cents or even 2 cents a pound simply 
because it is used for the purpose of packmg 
cotton in the South. Ido not mean to say that : 
the committee propose to impose this addi- . 
tional tax because of the utility of the article |. 
in the South, but I believe they have been led: 
into an error. The atility of this article is not 
confined to the people of the South, but ex- 
tends to those of the West, and [ may say to 
the whole country. This article, as I have 
remarked, is nothing more nor less than hoop |. 
iron. Why should three quarters of a cent 
additional be imposed upon it simply because | 
it undergoes this manufacturing process which | 
curls the ends so that the iron can be used 
more readily for the purposes intended? 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to know the thick- ; 
ness of this iron, because that will control my 
vote. Is it less than No. 20 wire gauge or 
above that? 

Mr. ROGERS. It is about that. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then the present duty is ` 
1} cents. If itis above No. 20 wire gauge, 
then the duty ie 1} cents. 

Mr. ROGERS. I never measured it; but | 
it is quitea thin iron., Now, I ask whyshoald | 
this article be taxed 2 cents a pound when | 
hoop iron is taxed only 1} cents a pound? 

r. SCHENCK. I desire to say a word, 
that the facts in connection with this matter 
may be fully understood, and then I have not 
much doubt what the vote will be. The gen- 
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. Rogsrs] says 
that these cotton ties have, within his knowl- 
edge, been made for the last ten or twelve 
years. That is certainly extraordinary, inas- 
much as I hold in my hand a communication | 
from the importers in which they tell me that |, 
the patent first issued for the making of these | 
ties was in 1857; but that the invention then 
made was goon cast aside, the present patent | 
for fastenings being adopted in 1861. 

Hoop iron was used for this purpose ten or 
twelve years ago, it being imported, and pay- | 
ing whatever was the ordinary duty ; but at 
that time rivets were not used. The improve- 
ment by the application of rivets was, as I: 
have remarked, made in 1857. The*eontriv- 
ance is a sort of buckle. But that not being 
found to work satisfactorily, another invention 
was introduced in 1861, which is now used. 
Now, what is the state of the facts? Hoop | 
iron comes in at 1}, 1}, and 1} cents. 

Mr. ROGERS. As far back as 1858 a tie 
was used with a catch for holding the ends of 
the iron. aan 

Mr. SCHENCK: Yes, sir; but it was made 
by those who used the. hoop iron for baling; 
and on the importation of the iron the regular 
åuty was paid. That is what I am talking 
about. After the invention of what is called 
the arrow tie they began to send abroad and 
to have the hoop iron cut up into lengths fit 
for use with this patented invention of arrow 
tie. When they came to be presented at the 
custom-house it was asked what is this; ig it 
hoop iron? It is not described in the tariff; 
what is it, then? It falls under the general 
catch-all provision of 35 per cent. ad talorem 
upon all non-enumerated articles. Thus they 
got the manufactured article of hoop iron, eut 
into lengths fit for use, at the rate of 35 per 
cent. ad valorem. They are bringing it in at 
14 cents per pound. 

I say that it isl} cents per pound. Why? 


| valorem. - The amendment of the gentleman 
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Because that is the tariff on the thinnest kind. | 
Gentlemen from Texas who deal in cotton, and: 
all gentlemen who deal in cotton, know that 
they use the thinnest. Why? Because there 
is no tare on cotton bales, and the purchasers | 
of cotton would complain if you were to use . 
the thicker and clumsier iron. i : 

Mr. CONNER. The gentleman says there 
is no tare on cotton. There is none in the 
American market. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CONNER. Does not the gentleman 
i know that there is a tare in the Liverpool | 


market, which controls the cotton market of 


here, the duty upon them is a tax laid upon 
the industry, the labor, the toiling millions of 
the South, who proses your cotton, and upon 
the farmers in the West, who raise your hay. 
But it has been suggested that these articles 
are produced in this country. If that be true, 


| there cannot be more than three or four estab. 


' lishments engaged in their manufacture. Hence 


you see the contest is between the producers 


- of 3,000,000 bales of cotton and three or four 


` Pennsylvania manufacturers. 


the world? In that market on which our trade k 


depends there is a tare. ' 
r. SCHENCK. That is an evasion of the | 
question. This does not affect that foreign 
market at all. Now, since the gentleman pro- 
poses it, Í challenge any dealer in cotton on. 
this floor to deny this fact, that while he pays 
7 cents per pound now for his cotton ties—that 
is the average, I think, as the gentleman from 
Alabama can say—he gets, as he sells without | 
tare, when cotton is 25 cents per pound, 25 cents: 
er pownd for the iron he bought at 7 cents. - 
e gets 18 cents profit. 


Mr. CONNER. ‘There is a tare in Liver- 


man, who was an officer iu the Army, and nota 
cotton-dealer, to the gentleman from Texas 
(utr. CLARKE] and other gentlemen who are 
ealers in cotton. I say that there is no tare 
in the United States.. 
Mr. BUCKLEY. -I beg the pardon of the 
gentleman from Ohio. He is wrong if he says 


_that the price of cotton in Liverpool does not 


control the price of cotton in this country.. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I am talking about the- 
planter and the man who buys and trades with | 
the planter. The outcry is that this is against. 


the treedmen and those who raise the cotton. 


.I tell you, sir, that those who sell cotton in this 


country get the: price of cotton per pound for 
every 
interest that the thickest kind of iron should | 
be used; but it is objected to because there is | 
no tare here, and the consequence is that the | 
thinnest is used; and:the thinnest being used 
it comes in now at the duty of 1} cents per | 
pound. What we propos is that, being cut : 
into lengths to avoid the duty, it shall pay one 
quarter.of a cent more. - l 
Mr. SHERROD. There is atare on cotton 


sold in Liverpool taken off. . The price in the 


United States is controlled by the pricein Liy- | 


erpool. We approximate that price. Conse-., 


quently, while we bhaye no tare here, in so many || 
words, yet there being tare in Liverpool, the | ment. a 
i| The CHAIRMAN, It is the gentleman’s 


effect is in reality to make a tare here. 
Mr. SCHENCK. This is only taking up my: ' 

time without altering the facts... > -~ 

- [Here the hammer fell,] - f eTa 

- The question recurred on Mr. RoGERS’S 

amendment, ; i 
Mr. ROGERS, by unanimous consent, with- į 

drew his amendment. e EA 
Mr. CONNER. I- renew the amendment., 

Mr. Chairman, I believe the disposition of the | 

House is to reduce. this rate of duty. As I; 

understand, the present tariff on cotton ties is | 

about 14 cents per pound, or 35 per cent. ad 


from Arkansas, [Mr.-Rogers, ] which. I have 
renewed, should commend itself tothe favor- 
able consideration of the House, because it | 
implies a reduction which corresponds . with 
that already made by.the House on other arti- 
cles of trades == = oah o s - 
. It has been suggested: by the gentleman fiom | 
Illinois that there were none of these cotton | 
ties made in this country. If so, why. then 


pound of this iron, and it would be to their’ | 


i 


wish to put any duty on them at all? As I'i 


understand, in levying a tariff for revenue the | 
object is to make it fall as heavily as possible | 
on luxuries that are consumed by the non- 
producing wealth ofthe country. Bat in this | 
instance -these ties, not being manufactured 


i 


In all such con- 
tests you will find me advocating the cause of 
my people and fighting the battles of labor 
when arrayed against capital. I have been 
very much astonished at the action taken by the. 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. MAYNARD.] 
Had I been a spectator in the gallery L would 


` have taken him for a lawyer admitted to the 


floor of the House to plead the cause of the 
iron-men of Pennsylvania, rather than a mem- 
ber sent here to represent the interests of Ten» 
nessee. 5 

The question of tare has been referred to by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


_ Means, and that gentleman seems to lay great 


stress upon the fact that in the markets of New 
York and of this country generally there is no 
tare upon cotton. He seems to forget that the 


pool. wey , cotton market of the world is controlled by 
Mr. SCHENCK. [I appeal from the gentle- ' 


Liverpool and Manchester. There there is a 
tare. And asthe markets of our country depend 


` upon the prices there, anything that affects the 


article in those markets affects it correspond- 
ingly here. For instance, a decline ot one 
penny in Liverpool implies a corresponding 
decline in New York, and vice versa. Hence 
I am constrained to believe that this effort on 
the part of some gentlemen to convince this 


` House and the country that we sell iron ties 


for 20, 25, or 30 cents per pound, while we 
purchase them for 6 or 7 cents, is a contempt- 
ible and unworthy subterfuge. 
[Here the hanmer fell. ] 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
- Here the committee rose informally; and. 
the Speaker having taken the chair, 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 


| rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 
| examined and found truly enrolled a bill (H. 
| R. No. 1866) to relieve certain persons therein 


named from the legal and political disabilities 


' imposed by the fourteenth amendment of the 


Constitution of the United States, and for other’ 
purposes ; when the Speaker signed the same., 
TARIFF BILL. ; 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union resumed its’ session. . : 
Mr. ROGERS. Irise to oppose the amend- 


own amendment. [Laughter.] , 
Mr. MAYNARD. Before the gentlemani 


| proceeds I would like to answer myself a ques: 


tion which I propounded to him on the subject 


i, of the manufacture of cotton ties in this coun- 


try. Iwas aware that they had been manu- 
factured, several years ago, both at Pittsburg 
and in Boston; but that the parties engaged in 
the business were obliged to suspend the man- 
ufacture for reasons which I mentioned. But 
I am informed by our friends from northern 
Alabama that they are. now manufacturing 
these ties to some extent in every part of the 
State. I was not aware of this, but I consider 
it an additional reason why we should discrim- 
inate so as to protect. them. . 

Mr. ROGERS. Mr, Chairman, I did not 
rise for the purpose of saying anything in oppo- 


; sition to the amendment, but for the purpose 


of calling the attention of the committee to 
one or two points in connection with this sub- 
ject. I am not in favor of making a tariff 
which shall be for the benefit merely of this 
or that particular locality. I desire to have a 
tariff which shall be for the interest of our 
common country, and which shall keepall the 
interests of the country in view so far as it is 
possible to group them together in a bill of this 


1870, 


a 


ind. Nor, sir, is it with a view of making a 
hile capital at home that I get up here and 
make remaras on a question of this sort. It 
was stated a little while ago that these iron ties 
get the same price as the cotton at home; in 
other words, that when the cotton Is sold at | 
20 or 30 cents per pound, the same price 18 got 
for the iron ties used in packing the cotton. 
That may be true; but sappose they could bay N 
the ties at 6 cents instead of 8 cents, should | 
they not have the difference between the two ` 
amounts? I say that they ean be bought for 6 ' 
cents, any quantity of them. I have purchased 
them no longer ago than last fallat 6 cents per- 
pound. ; i: , 

l opposed this item because this article was 
made to bear an unequal burden as compared 
with other articles of iron, and because the 

roposition was therefore unjust, more espe- 
cially to the section of country which I repre- 
sent. And not only so, but I say it is an 
injustice to the whole country to tax oue sec- ` 
tion for the benefit of another section. The 
tariff ought to be constracted with a view to 
revenue, and it would at the same time give 
that protection whieh such a tariff must neces- 
sarily afford, without, however, being con- 
structed in the interest of any particular class _ 
of men in any particular section of the country. , 

[Here the hammer fell. ] | 

Mr. CONNER. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I renew it. I do so 
for the purpose of calling the attention of the | 
committee to a single fact. These hoops are | 
made of the best iron and rolled very thin— ' 
7 feet to the pound. A ton of 2,240 pounds, 
at 7 feet to the pound, will prodace 15,680 feet, 
or hoop enough for putting around 224 bales 
of cotton. Taking these hoops at 70 feet to 
the bale it would cost 70 cents to wrap one 
bale of cotton, and yet they sell it at the same 
rate as cotton, which is 28 cents a pound. It 
would cost them for a bale 70 cents for hoops, | 
and they would get upon the sale $2 80 for the | 
same h selling them at the rate at which | 
cotton sells, making 228 per cent. profit upon | 
the hoops. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. LOGAN. I move to make the duty 1} 
cents per pound. I have heard a great many 
gentlemen speak here in reference to cotton 


they have all had more experience than I bave, 
but what little I have had I hope it will not be 
offensive to the House for me to state. Shortly _ 
after the war closed I happened to have some- 


thing to do with purchasing and selling cotton |; 
myself. I had something to do with raising | 


cotton. I raised fifty bales of cotton close to : 


where I live in Illinois, baled it, and shipped ‘' 


it to New York, and sold it. I was also inter- | 
ested in the purchase of cotton and in shipping | 
and selling it in New York. And when gen- 
tlemen tell me that these iron bands for baling : 
cotton and hay and rags and things of that | 
kind are a manufactured article any more than | 
being cut in two with a cold-chisel, I teil them | 
they know nothing about it and I do know 

something about it. They are merely cut to ; 
certain lengths, and these buckles that are 

talked about here are manufactured in this | 


country. | 
Mr. SCHENCK. I did not say otherwise. | 


good because it does not come from the Com:: 


. 
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| 
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respective lengths. It is for that reason tho 


mittee of Ways and Means. But I have, per- | Committee of Ways and Means thought that 


haps, had as much experience in the hooping | hoop iron cut into lengths, as well as cotton 
an 


aling of cotton as the gentleman from 
Tennessee, and I expect a good deal more. 
Now, these are the facts in reference to this 
article, and I ask the House not to impose an 
exorbitant duty on this iron because it happens 
to be cut in certain lengths, so as to make the 
hay balers and the cotton balers and the rag 
balers pay a duty over and above that which 
other men pay on mere hoop iron; for that is 
all there is of it. The committee have voted 
down the proposition to make the duty 1} cents 


per pound, which I renewed when the gentle- !. 


man from Alabama [Mr. Beck] withdrew it. 
I did it because I thought I knew something 
about this thing, although I am not a member 


of the Committee of Ways and Means. I move | 


now to make it 1} cents per pound, making it 
equal to the duty on hoop iron. 
When gentlemen talk about this being the 


thinnest iron hoop they do not know what they - 


are talking about, because it is not. There is 
a thinner hoop iron than the iron used for bal- 


ing cotton and hay and rags. There isthe hoop — 


iron used for hooping buckets and articles of 
that kind, which isa thinner class than theiron 


‘ used for baling hay and cotton. Every gentle- 


| man who has had any experience in the matter 
: knows this fact to be true. 
| If any gentlemen will read the old law they 
| will see that on hoop iron of a certain thick- 
| ness the duty is 1} cents per pound, on the next 
thickness and acertain width 14 cents, and then 
on the thinnest iron 1} cents. 
iron has the highest duty on it under the old 
law. It is not the thinnest hoop iron. It is the 
iron that pays 1} cents per pound under the old 
law; that is what itis. But inasmuch as the 
_ Committee of the Whole has voted down the 
proposition of 1} cents per pound, I ask that 
it shall be placed at 1} cents per pound, which 
under the old law is the rate of 
upon a more valuable kind of iron than that 
used in the manufacture of these cotton ties. 
/ {Here the hammer fell. ] 
| Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Chairman, I do not 
arrogate to myself any superior amount of 


I feel my want of it probably as painfally as 
any other gentleman in this House. But what- 
ever views I entertain upon any subject I feel 
it my duty to express them, and I always en- 
deavor to do so in language respectfal and 


am not aware that I have said anything that 
would justify the remarks that have just fallen 
from the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. Loeay. ] 
i Mr. LOGAN. If I have said anything in 
i the world offensive to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Maynarp] Í am totally- uncon- 
scious of it. I may have talked earnestly, but 
I certainly meant no offense. Because I said 


mittee of Ways and Means, that is not offens- 
ive, I hope. 


I have heard of persons who were not always 

mad when they looked ugly. [Laughter. ] 
Mr. LOGAN. Thegentleman is an illustra- 

tion of that himself. 


Mr. LOGAN. You did not say otherwise, 
but the impression was left on the House that | 
the buckle is connected with the manafactare 
of the hoops, and it is no such thing, The : 
hoop is a separate thing. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. May- 
Narp] who is so very learned on the sabject of 
iron bands, and hoops, and skirts, and wire, and 
twisted rope, and everything on earth, knows, 
if he knows anything about cotton—and he 
ought to, being a southern man—that this hoop 
iron which he talks of as a manufactured 
article can be manufactared in a blacksmith’s 
shop as easily as anywhere with a cold-chisel 
andahammer. I want the House to under- 
stand this matter, because I know what hoops 


ot | 


are. You may think my explanation is not 


Mr. MAYNARD. To. come back to the 
subject of this paragraph.. It reads, ‘‘ on iron 


cut to lengths, all sizes and descriptions.’’ 
will be seen that this includes not merely cot- 
ton ties, but all iron hoopscut to lengths. The 
reason why the committee thought that article 
should bear a heavier rate of duty is this: in 
cutting hoopiron into lengths there is an amount 


comes from the rolling-mill. 


purposes of manufacture. Take for example 
ordinary hoop iron and cut it up into cotton 
i ties, or into anything else that requires specific 
lengths, and the waste will be from 15 to 25 
| per cent., as I understand, according to the 


The thinnest ; 


hoops and on cotton ties made of hoop eas 
t 


< there is in this matter, 


‘ties, ought to pay a higher rate of duty than 
: hoop iron not cut into lengths. That is all 
I think itis very easily 
understood, even by one having a very limited 
amount of information on the subject. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. Cannot 
the hoop iron be drawn out into distinct and 
specitic lengths? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Itcannot, because when 
you come to pass your iron between the rollers 
it is not easy to fix the exact amount each time. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Misgpuri. I should 
! think it might be drawn out into such lengths 
. as to make a specific number of cotton ties, 
for instance. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It is invariably made 
longer or shorter, as the case may be, owing 
_ to the different amounts of iron placed between 

the rollers, and owing to defects in the iron, &c. 

[Here the hammer fell. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. I hope the amendment 


to the amendment will be withdrawn. 


uty imposed - 


:, knowledge upon this or upon any other subject. ` 


hoops and all that sort of thing, and I dare say ` 


deferential to other members of the House. I. 


| I did not get my information from the Com- ': 


favor of a h 


Mr. LOGAN. I will withdraw it if the 
gentleman will renew it. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. Iwill renew it. I wish 
; merely to call attention to the principal argu- 
i ment used here by the chairman of the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means [ Mr. Scuenck] in 
igh duty on this article. That 
argument, as I understand it, is that the iron 
with which cotton is hooped is sold at the rate 
of 25 cents per pound, at the same price at 
which the cotton is sold. It seems to me 
that argument is not entitled to a great deal 
of weight. I suppose every man when he buys 
cotton pays for the cotton, and does not mean 
to buyiron. He pays what he thinks the cot- 
ton is worth. ‘The iron does not enter into the 
estimate at all. He does not pay a farthing 
for the iron, but pays for the cotton, and the 
iron is taken off and thrown away as utterly 
worthless. 
Mr. MAYNARD. It weighs, nevertheless. 
Mr.GRISWOLD. Suppose it does; when the 
cotton is sold in England the tare deducted on 
each bale is eighteen pounds, and when it is 
aold in this country it is sold with reference 
to the tare deducted abroad. The purchaser 
here knows that each bale will be rated at just 
eighteen pounds less in England. ‘hat is 
. always taken into calculation, so that the seller 
` of the cotton really never gets a cent for the 
iron with which the bale is hooped. It seems 
to me it ought not to enter into the account at 
all. Yet the principal argument used here in 
| favor of raising the duty is that the producer 
i of cotton sells the iron with the cotton for 25 
cents a. pound. - In point of fact he does not 
do anything of the kind. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I think we are making a 
reat ado about a matter which is not very 
arge. All that the Committee of Ways and 


'! Means want is that hoop iron when cut into 


` lengths abroad for use in this country, in order 
Mr. MAYNARD. All I have to say is that | 


to evade the duty on hoop iron, shall not come 
in at a less rate-than hoop iron. That is the 
wholestory. Iadmit that this is not much of 
a manufactare.. I never said that this tie 
which I have exhibited to the House was man- 
ufactared abroad. It is the invention, doubt- 
less, of some ingenious Yankee. By means 
of it hoop iron when cut into pieces is fastened 
in very much the same manner as you would 


| fasten a strap round a trunk, this tie serving 


‘i in place of a buckle. 


of waste material, beyond that of the iron as it |, 
1 Ends are cutoff, į 
which are lost, and are valueless except for . 


As to the price at which 


i 


| the iron is sold with the cotton, all I meant to 


say was that the planter has not much ground 
| for complaint when he buys the iron at 7 cents 
a pound and sells it at 25 cents a pound. 
Mr.GRISWOLD. He does not sell it at all. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Well, I think the gentle- 
‘man is mistaken. I simply wish to read from 
. a document which ought to have some weight, 
| for it comes from the agent of the arrow tie, 
' at Memphis, who imports two thirds of all the 
: iron that is used for this purpose in the coun: 
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, and who does not want any tariff beyond’ 
the 85 per cent.: 


“ Tho first attempt at fastening the ends of bands 
without tho aid of rivets was invented, patented, 
and tried in 1857. And notwithstanding the palpa- | 
ble and apparent advantages of a metallic non-clas-, 
tiv binding for so inflammable an article as cotton, to 
say nothing of the increased security of iron over’ | 
rope as a protection against expansion, fire, and 
waste, the capital invested in the manufacture of 
rope fought desperately against the introduction 
and use of iron, and successfully until 1861, when 
the palpable superiority and advantage of iron be- 
camo so apparent that transporters and insurance 
companies discriminated in favor of iron, and tho 
popular prejudice gavo way. i 

“The consumption of iron bands and ties has 
the present de- 


steadily increased since 1801, and 
mand is only limited by the cotton crop,as iron takes 
preevdence over rope whorever it can be had. The 
clamand for (ROV was equal to 12,000 tons, and the 
prospective demand for the current year is equal to 
14,000 tons, ; 3 

Pho attempts to manufacture stock in this coun- 
try have been very perseveringly tried, with this oon- 
stant difficulty, that to obtain the necessary strength 
the bands had to be made too heavy to eseape throat- 
vonod tare on cotton for the weight of both bagging 
and banda, while with proper iron, giving the neces- 
sary toughness and strength, with required light- 
ness, no complaint exists or tare is exacted unless an 
excess of over six bands is nsed. 

“The arrow tie we represent has hitherto been 
found the most available and practical device.” 

Here is a man engaged in importing, whose 
interests are in favor of the lowest possible 
duty, or no duty at all; and he says that they 
are obliged to usethe thinnest iron which will 
answer the purpose, because if they use thick , 
iron tare would be charged. Now, I do not i 
care much if the amendment of the gentle- i 
man from Ilinois Mr. Logan] be adopted; . 
bus I think the duty upon this iron, whea cat 
in lengths, ought to be atleast as high as the 
duty on the hoop iron out of which the lengths 
are eat. I think, perhaps, it ought to be a 
little more, because, although there is not much 
of a manufacture involved, yet the iron isin | 
fact cut and punched, and prepared ready for 
strapping round the bele. 

The question being taken on Mr. Logan’s 

. amendment to the amendment of Mr. Bucx- 

LEY, it was agreed to. 

The question then recorred on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Buckter, asamended ; which was : 
read, as follows: 


In line three hundred and fifty-four, strike out || 


“9% conta,” and insert,’ lécents.’’ 
The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. ` 
Mr. CONNER. I move to strike out the 


paragraph. The duty under the existing law, |! 


which is 35 per cent. ad valorem, is equivalent 
to about 14 cents per pound. I do not under- 
stand why this House should undertake to in- 
crease the present rate of duty: If we strike 
out this paragraph the duty will be left as fixed | 
in the existing law and as it has stood for some ;; 
time past. Why should we vote an additional , 
bounty to these manufacturing monopolies? 

They should be satisfied to be left undisturbed. : 
They have been prospering under the bounty 

which has been granted them by Congress. 

This legislation is sectional. It affects but two 

interests, the hay-raisers of the West and the : 
cotton-producers of the South. An increase | 
of the tariff will be a blow at one séction of the | 
country alone. The agrieultéral interests of 

the great West have an interest in this ques- | 
tion; but the southern people, who produce | 
cotton and who use the greater portión of these | 
ties, will suffer more pecially: We have : 
but recently passed through a most terrible ; 
civil war, and the hand of the maddened de- | 
stroyer fell heavily upon otit people. The in- 
terests of that séction, as a consequence, have 
been for a long time langnishing; but the peo- 
ple there are putting their shoulders to the 
wheel and endeavoringto resurrect thentéelves. : 
The effort on the part of the chairthan of the 

Committee of Ways and Means, and some | 
other gentlemen on this floor, to oppress the ` 
industrial interests of that section is nót in my 
jodgment sound statesmanship or good policy. | 


The blow is one which falls entirely upon the |! ` 


laboring interests. It will be felt by the negroes 
who work upon the plantation for one fourth 


- gentleman from Alabama, because it does not | 


‘| reduction of duty to the fact that 35 per |; 
: the duty higher, then I am opposed to their 
: amendments, because I am fh favor of lower- 


| word " descriptions” the words. ‘‘ or twisted 


‘| the. state of the Union, pursuant to order of 


; eat to lengths, all sizes and destriptions, 2} eonts || 


the trop. These "wards of the tration” will 
suffer from this increased duty: ` I hope, there- 
fore, that my patriotic friends who are the guard- 
ians of these wards will ponder well and hesi-. 
tate long before deciding to increase this duty. 
[Here the hammer fell. ; 
I rise to 
8 wish of 


Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chaitman 
the gentlerien from the cotton States to strike | 


oppose the amendment. If it be th 


out this paragraph [ forone have no objection. |; 
T have no objection to anything my friends 
from the cotton States may wish to reduce. | 
The time will come when we can act in refer- 
ence to duty on sugar. F will aid them and j' 
will be happy to join them in any teductionof © 
the tariff. 

Nr. ELDRIDGE. Irise to a question of | 
order. The gentleman says that he kas no | 
objection to the amendment. If he has no 
objection to it, then I insist he has no right to ` 
the floor to oppose it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the 
point of order to be well taken. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin is mistaken in his assertion; but I for- 
give him as he is so frequently mistaken in his 
assertions. I said that I had no objections to 
strike ont certain portions of the bill. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I understood the gentle- 
man to say that he had no objection to the 
proposition of the gentlemen from the cotton 

tates. ` ` 


Mr. CONGER. Ido not mean to say but 
what the gentleman is occasionally right, and 
to his credit I say it; but the regret of his 
friends is that he is more frequently wrong. 

Laughter.] I said in regard to striking out 
the paragraph that I am. willing to go with the 


uty.. I am opposed to the amendment of the | 

| 

reduce the duty as much as the people of the | 
North require. And as to the duty on sugar, 
I hope when we return to it we shall also be | 
able to reduce the duty there. 
Í am opposed to the amendment of the gen: ,, 
tleman from Texas { Mr. Conner, J which leaves | 
the rate of duty as it is under the present tariff 
which would be $2 45 per hundred. I wish | 
to call the attention of gentlemen who desire | 
cent. ad valorem is equal to .2;%% cents per l 
pound, I am iùn favor of reduction, If my | 
friends from Texas and Alabama wish to make | 


ing the rate of duty. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I move to insert after the | 


ties made of wire.” . Ka 
.The hour of half past four o'clock p. m. hav- | 
ing arrived, the Committee of the Whole on 


the House, took a recess until half past seven ` 
o’ clock. ; | 
| 


z - EVENING SESSION: ' | 
- At half past seven o'clock p. m: the Coin- 

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union || 
resumed its session, (Mr. WHEELER inthe chair, ) |i 
and proceeded with the consideration of the ` 
bill (i. R. No. 1068) to amend existing laws | 


_felating'to the duty oh imports, and for other |. 


purposes. | 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report | 

the pending paragraph. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

` On iron hoops and on cotton ties made of hoop iron 


li 
per pound. $ 
TheCHAIRMAN. To this an amendment || 
has been moved by the gentleman from Indi- || 
ana, [Mr. Hotman,] which the Clerk will re- | 
ort. ee EA ise 
į The Clerk read as follows : i 
Aftér the word “descriptione” insert “or vwistéd 


i 
1 
| 


il 


r | 


ties made of wire.” i f 


The CHAIRMAN: There is also -á motion | 


` 16 wire gauge. 
l be included under that heading, . . 


' or these wire bands; has been 35 per eent. 


- Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. 


ending, made by the gentleman from Texas, 
Mr. Conver] to strike out the paragraph. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the following 
statement may be read, as it explains the duty 
now imposed on this particular form of iron. 
The Clerk tead as follows: 


“ T take the Hborty of directing your attention to 
the article of ‘twisted ties’ in the tariff bill lately 


! reported by the Committee df Ways and Means, 
$ For the last two years theso have been imported ag 


iron hay bands, at a duty of 35 per cont., under the 
head of *manufactures of iron not otherwise cnum- 
erated.’ Farmers havo been supplied with them at 
about the cost of wooden hoops, and wherever intro- 
duced they consequently have gone into goncral use, 
The proposed duty of 5 conts per pound is equal to 
135 per cent. ad valorem, and amounts to a probibi- 
tion, to the manifest injury of the farmer, loss of 
revenue, and without benefit to ány except to oneor 
two wire-drawers of Now England, through whose 
cunning manipulations wire hay bands are mystified 
into.‘ twisted ties.’ . > 

“Tron cotton ties are fixed by this bill at 2} cents 
per pound, A like rate on hay bands would bo 68 

er cent. ad valorem, Tho southern planter pays for 

isiron tie about 6 cents por pound, w hich is returned 
to him fourfold in tho salo of his cotton, on which no 
tate is allowod; but owing to tho small value of hay 
the hay farmer gets back comparatively nothing.” 


Mr. HOLMAN. I trust that the real point 
here will not be misapprehended. There 
appeats to have been some confusion in the 
debate on this paragraph in representing that 


; the hoops used for baling cotton are also used 


for baling hay. This is not the case. The 
material used for baling hay, and extensively 
introduced in the West for that purpose, is 
what is called the ‘' twisted tie,’’ the duty to be 
imposed upon which is putin this bill at 5 cents 
er pound. n 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. If the 
gentleman can show where there is any such 
chargé as 5 cents per pound imposed upon this 


gentle en who are in favor of reducing the |: article I should like him to point out the para- 


graph which imposes that rate of duty. 
Mr. HOLMAN. The article.of which I am 


| speaking I understand to be covered by this 


language in the three hundred and seventy- 
sixth line: ‘‘all iron, or steel-wire rope, or 


| twisted ties made of wire not less than No. 16 


wire gauge, 5 cents pet pound.’ And it is 
this twisted tie or wire, as I understand the 


` matter, which is made use of iu baling hay. 


That is my understanding of the subject. If 
the gentleman from Massachusetts can give 
any other explanation I trust he will do so. 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I think 
the gentleman is entirely mistaken in repre- 


ıı senting that the article he refers to is embraced 
‘in the description in the three hundred and 


seventy-sixth line as wire, not less than No. 
The wire he refers to. cannot 


Mr. HOLMAN. I think the gentleman from 


` Massachusetts must be laboring ubder & mis- 
t: ypprehension. 


I am satisfied that the article 


' yeférred.to in line three hundred and seventy- 
' six is that whieh is used in‘baling hay. 
: - Mr. GRISWOLD. 


I wish to say a word 
upon this subject. [understand that this twisted 
tie ig what is used by the farmers in baling their 
hay. Formerly wooden hoops were used for 
baling hay; but now, and for some years back, 
you will see in the city of New York the bay 
baled about, not with wooden hoops, but with 
this wire. The duty hitherto upon this pees 
a 

valorem. And now the article ia taken and put 
into this section at adutyof 5 cents per pound. 
I believe that no gentleman of the committee 
would have known what the ‘‘twisted ties!’ in 


i: the bill meant if they had not been told by some 


gentleman familiar with the subject. .: [am sure 
that nogentleman on this floor would have sap- 
posed that this language had reference to hay- 
bands. «Twisted ties” might mean abything 
with which you tied things up, whether made 
of rope, or wood, or iron. It-looks very much 
‘as if it had been intended by some party inter- 
ested in the manufacture of this article that 
this language should be surreptitiously intro- 
duced. ee 
I rise to 
a question of order. I submit that theamend- 
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ment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hou; 
MAN] does not properly come in a8 pa amend- 
ment to the paragraph now pending, which 
refers eutirely to iron hoops and cotton ties 
made of hoop iron. The article to which the 
gentleman refers is not made of hoop iron, 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Massachusetts inform the committee what class ; 
of iron is intended to bhè indicated by the de- 
scription “ twisted ties?” 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, If those 


words in the three hundred and ‘seventy-sixth | 


line inclyde the article to which the gentleman 
tow Ta iana refers T think they should be 
stricken out. 


Mr, GRISWOLD. Idesire to make another |, 


remark, It may be that hay is sometimes | 
banded with hoops, but the article of wire is | 
an article thatis in very common use with hay | 
producers for binding up bay after it is pressed, 
and I think it must be intended to be covered 
by the words ‘“‘twisted ties.” 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. Then | 
those words may be struck out in the other | 
paragraph, | 

Mr. GRISWOLD: Of course wire used in | 
banding hay could not come in under the 


heading of hoop iron. . 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. And itis 
for that resson. I think the amendment is out of 
order as moved to the pending paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- 
ment is exhausted. i f i 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I understand 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Hoorsr, | on behalf of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, assente to the amendment to the 
extent that ‘‘twisted ties’? for banding hay 
shall be put on the same footing as cotton ties. 
. The question was put on -Mr..HoLman’s 
amendment; and. there. were on a division— 
ayes 87, noes 57; no. quorum voting, 

The CHAIRMAN, underthe rule, appointed 
. tellers; and appointed Mr. Honmay, and Mr. 
Hooper of Massachusetts. ©: 0 o 

The committee again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 88, noes 83. a 

So the amendinent of Mr, Horman was not 
agreed to. ; z ara a 

The question recurred on Mr, ÇONNBR'S 
motion, to strike out the paragraph. =) 

The question was put; ‘and the motion was 
not agreed to. BRE Or E A 
` The Clerk read as 'foHows: 0 0 O L 

On all iron rolled or hammered in ‘shapes, and on. 
fron known as angle iron, whether in forms of T, L; 


and H, or any other forms than round, square, or 
flat, not otherwise specified, 1: cents per pound. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I.movye to amend that 
paragraph by striking out the word ‘‘specified”’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words ‘' pro~ 
vided for, but not including iron rails for rail- 
roads? te 

Mr, McCORMICK, of Missouri... I. would 
ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means what quality of iron the letters T; 
L, and H apply. to. if ‘not to railroad iron? 

Mr. SCHENCK, It is.used in :the con- 
struction of buildings and bridges, as girders, 
and in various ways; but inasmuch as there is 
a doubt whether that might not raise the price 
of railroad iron, the committee thought jt. best 
to put in a provision that it shall not. apply to 
railroadiroy...  -- EaR orn ET 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I would gay ta 
the gentleman from Misgquri that the tubules 
bridge at Montrealis made almost exclusively 
of this kind of iron. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK. It is to prevent its raising 
the price of railroad iron and to eanfine it to 
these girders for bridges and things of that 
kind that the amendment is offered. 

The amendment was agreed to, . 


Mr. BURCHARD. I move to amend the 
paragraph by striking out “14 -cents per 
pound” and inserting ‘$20 per ton.” The 
present duty is 14 cents per pound. Hereto- 
fore, whéré the duty was 1} cents per pound, 
as in the paragraph on page 15, commencing 


with; ‘iron. bags,” the Committes.of the Whole 
has fixed. the duty at $22 40 per ton. To 
correspond with the amendments heretofore 
adopted the rate op this class of iron should 
be $22 40 per ton, or $20 a ton, ag some mem- 
bers of the Committee of the Whole have pro: 
posed. I think that $20 a ton would be a fair 
duty proportioned to the duty imposed on the 
classes of iron we. have passed, I-.therefore 

Mr. TOWNSEND. I hope the amendment 
will not be adopted. This iron known qs “angle 
iron” in forms of T, L, and H, is principally 
manufactured in..Pennsylvanig, and is ysed 


| move the amendment. 


for the purpose of makiag bridges for railroads |; 
and for common roads, . It is also used for ' 


girders and beams in fireproof. bnildings, for 
t 


e fronts of warehouses and egtablishments || 
The rate. of fy. proposed in | 


of that: kind. 
this bill isthe same rate of duty under which 
it has been for the last four or five years. It 
is a manufacture of. jron that.is comparatively 
new.. It requires that it should be carefully 
protected bya judicious tariff. In conversation 
with men who are engaged in making it I have 
learned that there is very little profit on it at 
the rate at which it is sold now in the Ameri- 
can market. Of so little profitis it to the man- 
ufacturers, that the superintendent of one of 
the most extensive manufactories in Pennsyl- 
vania tole me that during the lag} yegr the 
profits uf the manufacture of their establish: 
ment did not exceed 6 per cent., and they puly 
kept up the manufacture of it for the purpose 
of taking care of their workmen, providing 
them aliving, and Keeping them together, That 
manufactory. has, I think, in its employment 
about 1,500 persons making this kind of map- 
ufacture.. There are others in my district em 
ploying three or four times as many as that, 
think there are.6,000 persons at leagt at work 
at itnow in my district, and upon whom depend 
some four or five times as many persons. for 
their living. . Twenty-five thonsand 
that single congressional district in Pennsyl- 
vania, depend upon. this manufacture. If thig 
duty ig changed from $28 a ton, that is, 14 
cents per pound, down to $20 a ton, it will put 
it down so -low that it will promote an inundg- 
tion of this-kind of iron from abroad, and will 
throw out of employment all that number of 
individuals of whom. | have-spaken. 
ow, I do know as a matter of fact, from 
my awn experience that this manufactory has 
not only given employment to that number of 
men,. but that it, has afforded a market to a 
large number of farmers within tep, fifteen, 
and twenty miles arqund it; gndthe-price of 
land around that manufactory has,within a very 
short time, risen from’ sqmething like $60 an 
acre to $120 an acre, for agricultyral purppses. 
Itis therefore a kind of manufacture that ought 
to he encouraged ;. and.if .we. permit this duty 
as it stands to-day, and as it has stood during 
the infancy of this manufacture, to. he stricken 
down, the result will inevitably þe ta close up 
these manufactories and turn gut of amploy- 
ment something Jike six thoygand people in 
the county.of Chester alone, and probably one 
hundred thousand or more.in the State of 
Pennaylvanig. y ; M E ot 
, [Here the hammer fell, ] 

“he question was taken on Mr. BURCHARD’ S 
amendment; and it was rejected—ayes twenty- 
four, noes not counted. ake 

Mr. BURCHARD. . I now move to make it 
$22 40 perton. Thisiron is imported, what- 
ever there is of itimported, as ‘ unenumerated 
iron’? at 1} oentsper pound. Its average. value 
is 2 cents per pound. The present duty is 66 
pe cent. The duty that I now propose would 

e 50 per cent. Į want to know of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania ifa duty of 60 per cent, 
on iron is not sufficient? J find that very little 
of this unepumerated iron has been imported 
for the last two or threg-years; very few tons 
comparatively, and of very little yalue. And 
the duty I have proposed will correspond, ag 
I have said, with the duty which the Commit- 


peaple in | 


tee of the Whole has already fixed, which was 
reported by the Committee of Ways and Means 
at 1} cents per pound; the Committee of the 
Whole reduced that to 1 cent per pound, or 
$22 40 per ton. It seems to me that there is 
no necessity for keeping up this rate of duty 
when we. have reduced the duty upon the raw 
material, pig iran, and when the Committee 
of Ways and Means reported a duty upon pig 


| iron $2 less than the present duty. If the duty 
i on this iron shall be kept up the consumer will, 


getno benefit whatever from the reductionupon i: 
pig iron, but it will be solely for the benefit of : 
the manufacturers of iron. 

Mr. CESSNA. We will put the duty back 
on pig iron. — `, 

Mr. BURCHARD. You cannot get it up to 
$9 per ton, and perhaps not up to $7 per ton. 
We do not propose that the manufacturers of 
iron shall get ail the benefit of this reduction 


| on the raw material, but want that the con- 
| sumers of the country, who are interested in 
| cheap 


| and in. the cheap forms of iron consumed in 


transportation and in cheap railroads 


this country, shall get the benefit of it, aud not 
the manufactarers of iron. À > 
Mr. TOWNSEND. As the gentleman from 
Illinojs [Mr. Burcuarp] has appealed to me 
in regard to this matter, I wish to say that he 
is mistaken ip reference to the price of this 
kind of iron. If I remember aright the price 
of this iron ranges from $75 to $85 per ton. 
' Mr. BURCHAR . In this country ?: 
Mr. TOWNSEND. Yes, in thig country. 
The amount of iron imported under the head 
of unennmerated articles, which includes. this 
kind of iron, wag over $5,000,000 during the 
last year, and a greater part of it, I believe, 
was of this kind of iron. In order to keep it 
out, 89, as to give us a fair share of the mar- 
ket, we want this duty kept precisely where it 
is to-da 
The 


ari, I move to 
amend the amendment by striking ont ‘440 
cents,’ so as to make the duty $22 per. ton. 


- Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. -Ygs if.we 
can get it cheaper there, 2 hai 
r. KERR. Of course we dO. figs > 
Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. There is 


Mr. Hooppe, 
BURCHABD . were 
apponi. , i re 

The committee again divided ; and the tell, 
ers reported that there were--ayes 58, noes 72, 

Sa the amendment was not agreed ta, 

Mr. ASPER. I move.to amend this par- 
agraph by striking gut ‘‘ 1} cents per pound’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words ‘‘ $24 
per ton.” fhe argument in support of this 
amendment, it seems to me, has been made 
very pointedly by the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Burcsarp.] I do not know that it is 
necessary for me to add another word in that 
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direction. It seems to me that having reduced 
the duty upon pig iron we should also reduce 
it upon all the other classifications of iron in 
the same proportion. 

Mr. BLAIR. 
to put up the duty on pig iron. 


gan (Mr. BLAIR] says it would be wiser to put 
up again the duty upon pig iron. But the gen- 
tleman must remember that the committee of 
Ways and Means did report a reduction of $2 
T ton on pig iron, and the Committee of the 
Vhole made a further reduction of $2 per 
ton, or a total reduction of $4 per ton. The 
articles comprised within this paragraph enter 
largely into the building of bridges and into 
various other uses, and it seems to me this 
duty ought not to be kept up. 


TowxrseEnD) argues that if this duty is reduced, 
then this establishment and that establishment 
aud the other establishment within his district 
will stop, and some two or three thousand of 
his constituents will be turned out of employ- 
ment. Now, I do not believe it to be true that 
those men will be turned out of employment 
if a reduction be made in the amount of this 
daty. Is it possible that in order to keep those 
men at work, in order to continue those estab- 
lishments in operation in manufacturing iron 
and sending it over the country, they must have 
a bounty paid to them by the consumers? For 


| 


the best, the most tenacious, an 
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cents. Hence this classof iron has not been 
recognized as of that high quality which the 
remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


would imply. Ifit had been it would have been 

It would be better and wiser |! specified as other irons of high 
i} particular rate of duty impose 

Mr. ASPER. The gentleman from Michi- ` p 


analy are, anda 
. But admitting 
that the gentleman from Pennsylvania is right, 
my proposition to make a reduction of $2 a 
ton is simply in accord with the reductions 


?, 


‘which have been made on other classes of 


manufactured iron. We have reduced the 
duties in about this ratio, sometimes a little 


` more, sometimes a little less, on manufactured 


iron; while on pig iron a greater reduction, 
$4 on the ton, has been made. Hence, I say, 
if the committee are acting in good faith, if 


` they are in earnest in reducing this tariff, then 
` it is their duty to vote for this proposition. If 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. | 


this high duty implies necessarily an increased ` 


price of the article. They call it ‘‘ protection 
to the manufacturing interests,” which implies 
an increase of price. Now, it seems to me that 
no such extreme protection is needed; that 
$24 a ton ought to be a sufficient protection to 
enable these gentlemen to carry on their busi- 
ness at a fair profit. The amendment which I 


offer will bring this paragraph into harmony ' 


with the redactions which have already been 
made in the bill, and which I believe will be 


', this iron which may be easily reached. 
most important it should be of home manufac: , 


; and store-houses. 
bridges over which heavy trains are to be borne | 


hereafter sustained by the vote of the House. `- 


Mr. SCHENCK. Iriseto opposethe amend- | 
|i 


ment, and ask for a vote. 

The question being taken on the amendment 
of Mr. ASPER, there were—ayes 48, noes 79. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. AsPer and 
Mr. ScorteLD were appointed. 
The committee divided ; 

reported—ayes 54, noes 67. 

8o the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. LOGAN. I move to amend the para: 
graph by adage out ‘°1} cents per pound’’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘$26 per ton.” 
I offer this amendment in good faith. By the 


amendments already adopted the duty on ‘‘iron | 


bars, rolled or hammered, comprising flat bars 
Jess than one and a half inches, or more than 
four inches wide, and less than one half of an 


inch and not less than three eighths of aninch | 


thick, and on iron bars, rolled or hammered, 


more than two inches thick” has been fixed at | 


$22 40 per ton. That was the vote of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole yesterday. When we come 
to examine this angle iron which is spoken of 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 


OWNSEND, Jand which is used for the purpose | 


of bridge-building, it will be found, I think, (I 
do not profess to be conversant with the difer- 
ent kinds of jron,) that though it is a superior 
quality of iron, yet so far as regards the labor 
involved the difference is not material. Ifthe 
committee has acted in good faith heretofore 
in making the reduction on the other classes 
of iron, $2 a ton is certainly not too great a 
reduction on this. The duty named in the bill, 
14 cents per pound, is equivalent to $28 per ton. 
My motion Popo eare nears of $2. In our 
previous tariff bills this kind of iron, strange 
to say, (and I call the attention of the commit- 
tee to the fact,) has not been recognized as a 
distinct class, but bas been included in iron 
**not otherwise provided for.” 

Mr. BURCHARD. ‘Rolled and ham- 
mered iron, not otherwise provided for.” 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, and the rate has been 1} 


if 
{ 
t 
i 


i 


they are not, but intend when they go into the 
House to restore the duties where the Commit- 
tee of the Whole have reduced them, then 
they had better say so now. If they are hon- 
est and do not intend to cheat the country we 
ought to make a corresponding reduction on 
all these kinds of iron. I think this proposi- 
tion is a fair one, and I hope the proposition 
will be adopted. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, the guality 
of iron now under discussion is re aired to be 
the most 
erfectly wrought of any class of iron. It is 
‘or the purpose of girders for large buildings 
It is for the purpose of 


rapidly. It should be as accurately tested as 


iron can be. It is rolled or hammered iron. 
There should be a responsibility attached to 


ture, and that the character of the firm or 


establishment that makes it should be respons- : 


ible to the people if an accident happens by 
reason of the inferiority of the pay of iron 
or its imperfect manufacture. The proposition 


now under consideration proposes no advance `` 
in the rate of duty. It proposes to maintain it, | 
, and is only brought before the Committee of 
|; the Whole because it was suggested to the 
i! Committee of Ways and Means that under this | 
| description it might be alleged we had intended 
and ‘the tellers | 


toembrace T and N rail, and therefore a clause 
was inserted excluding them from its operation 


and keeping them where they stand, at 70 cents | 


a hundred pounds. 


Now, there is no sense in running a muck ' 
There is no `; 
propriety in trying to derange the industries of `` 
the country on small questions such as are |. 


at every branch of manufacture. 


raised by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Loean.] Weare not engaged in a party con- 
test; we are not engaged in any matter of 


politi¢al strife; we are legislating for the rev- : 


enues of the country, and as far as we can, 
having due regard to the revenues of the coun- 
try and the interests of consumers, for the 
industries of the country. 

Mr. Chairman, this is comparatively a new 
branch of business. In the course of his re- 
marks in the general debate my colleague on 


the committee from Iowa, [Mr. ALLrson, } or |: 


rather I believe it was in the course of my 


| remarks, stated there were only three or four 
1 Their num- | 
ber is growing; they are using the best iron | 


establishments making this iron. 


from the Marquette region, and the best iron | 
| from the Champlain region; and the establish- 
ind in the district of my col- | 
| league from West Chester [Mr. TownsEnD] are | 
giving employment to every railroad between | 
the Marquetteregion and the heartof Pennsyl- | 


ments of this 


vania, and every railroad from the Champlain 
region southward to the same district. They 
have established their character. They are, like 
other establishments competing with them, 
responsible. The bridges built all over the 
country, and the large store-houses bailt in 
Boston, New York, Chicago, and other. large 


Itis ` 


‘| Biggs, 
aos : a ey i Co o, ; 
cities, are guarantied by their character, which l: Eldridge, Finkelnbyrg, Fox, Getz, Griswold, } 


would not be the case if this heavy iron were 
imported under low rates of duty. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP rose. 

Mr. KELLEY. In the last minute of my 
five minutes I cannot yield, although I should 
| be glad to yield to the gentleman irom Ohio. 
| The blow can only be at the laborers. One 
‘year ago 40 per cent. were added to the duty 
i existing by law under the price of gold. One 
‘| year ago gold was selling at 143, and it is now 
| selling at 113. There has been a reduction of 
: 80 per cent., which the manufacturers of this 

article feel. Gentlemen refer to the repeal of 

the internal revenue tax. We are collecting 
$170,000,000 of internal revenue tax. With 
this tax still existing you cannot make a reduc- 
tion in the tariff at the cost of any other people 
than the laborers of the country. 

aa the hammer fell. ] 

The question recurred on Mr. Logan's 
amendment. 

' The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 57, noes 70. 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. WOODWARD stated that he was paired 
with Mr. FARNSWORTH. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I think we have had enough 
talk about this angle iron. I ask unanimous 
consent that the debate on this paragraph may 
now cease, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope we may be allowed 

. five minutes more. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Since I cannot have unan- 
imous consent.to close the debate I move that 
' the committee rise, and I will move in the 
_ House that the debate shall close in half a 
minute. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. 
GARFIELD, of Ohio, having taken the chair as 
Speaker pro tempore, Mr. WHEELER reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, according to the order of the . 
i House, had had under consideration the state 
of the Union generally, and particularly the 
: bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing laws 
' relating to the duty on imports, and for other 
purposes, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. SCHENCK. . I move that when the 
House shall again resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union for 
the consideration of the special order all debate 
on the pending paragraph be closed in half a 
minute after the consideration of the same 
shall have been resumed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend by lim- 
iting the time to fifteen minutes. i 

The question was put on Mr. HOLMAN’S 
amendment; and there were, on a division— 
i ayes 41, noes 75. : 
| Mr. HOLMAN demanded tellers. 


Onorderingtellers there were—ayes eighteen. 
So (one fifth of a quorum not having voted 
' in the affirmative) ellere were not ordered. -- 
| Mr. HOLMAN. | I call for the yeas and nays 
|! on my amendment. 
: . On ordering the yeas and nays there were— 
|| ayes thirty-three. ; ' 
n So (more than one fifth of those present 
|; voting in the affirmative) the yeas and nays 
were ordered.. > - . j 

Mr. SCHENCK. I ask the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Horman] if he will be satisfied 
| with ten minutes, and not insist on ealling the 


oll. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. We will not be satisfied 
with the gentleman’s proposition. The gen- 


|| tleman’s compromise is offered too late. 


The question recurred on Mr. Hoiman’s 
| amendment, on which the yeas and nays had 
been ordered. - : 

| The question was taken; and it was decided 
| in the negative—yeas 48, nays 114, not voting 


| 65; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesars. Adams, Archer, Axtell, Beck, 
Bird, James Brooks, Burchard, Clinton L. 
Cook Dockery, Dox, 


Conger, Cox, Degener, aight, 
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bleton, Hamill, Hay, Hays, Holman, Johnson, 
Jaan, a, ann, Metre Moke te 
Neer eres wichell, Van Auken, Van Trump, 


Swann, Sweeney, Twic 1 r 
Whitmore, Wilkinson, Eugeno M. Wilson, Winans, 


ang Y igohegtor Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arm- 


“Amell, Asper, Atwood, Barry, Beaman, 
Heats, Benjani, i ennet, Benton, Blair, George 
+ Buckley, D On, 

M. Broaka, Book. 5a Churchill, Wiliam T, Clark, 
Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Covode, 


Cowles, Cullom, Dawes, Ferrisz, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, .. 


Garfield, Gilfillan, Hale, Hamilton, Harris, Haw- 


kins, Hawley, r 
perol, Jenckes, Kelley, Kellogg. 
Knapp, e 

Crary. Metrew, McKensio, Mercur, 
H. Moore, Jesse H. 
Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, 


Negley, O’Neill, 
Packard, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Peck, 


Perce, 


ent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Portor 


J. Smith, William Smyth, Stevens, Stokes, Stough- |: 


ton, Strader, Strickland, Strong, Tafa, Tanner, T 
Jor, Tillman, Townsend, Tynor, Upson, Van W 
Ward, Welker, Wheeler, Willard, Williams, 
T. Wilson, and Witcher—114. 


NOTVOTLNG—Messrs. Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Bar- | 


num, Bingham, Boles, Booker, Bowen, Boyd, Bur- 
dett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Calkin, Sidney 
Clarke, Crebs, Davis, Dickey, Diekinson, Dixon, 
Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela. Farnsworth, Gibson, Hal- 
deman, Heaton, Til, Hoge, Alexander H. Jones, 
Thomas L. Jones, Julian, Kerr, Knott, Lash, Logan, 
Joughridge, Marshall, Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, 
Morrissey, Mungen, Platt, Porter, Putter, Prosser, 
Randall, Reeves, Rice, Ridgway, Rogers, Schuma- 
ker, Lionel A. Sheldon, Slocum, Worthington C. 
Smith, Starkweather, Stone, Trimble, Van Horn, 
Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B. 
Washburn, Wells, Wood, and Woodward—65, 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. WOODWARD. I am paired with Gen- 
eral Farnsworts. If I were at liberty to vote 
I would vote ‘‘no.”’ 

Mr. VOORHEES. I am paired with Mr. 
Morne xt, of Pennsylvania, who has been called 
home. If I had been at liberty to vote, I 
would have voted ‘‘ay.”’ 

Mr. McNEELY. I desire to state that my 
colleague, Mr. MARSHALL, is confined to his 
room by sickness. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I beg to state that on 
all questions relating to the tariff I am paired 
with Mr. Dontey, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I beg to state that my col- 
league, Mr. Dickey, is paired on all votes 
relating to the tariff. I do not remember with 
whom he is paired. oe 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am requested by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, Mr. Rics, to state 
that he is paired with Mr. SHELDON, of Louisi- 
ana. 

The result of the vote was then announced 
as above recorded. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move the previous ques- 
tion on my motion. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the motion to close debate in half 
a minute was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Inow move that the rules 
be suspended, and the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole apon the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. WHEELER in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist- 
ing laws relating to the duty on imports, and 
for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House 
all debate npon the pending paragraph will 
terminate in half a minute. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I pS se to occupy the 
half minute by asking the House to vote down 
first the amendment of the gentleman from 
IHinois, [Mr. Locan, ] and after that the amend- 
ment to strike out the paragraph offered by 
that interesting young gentleman from Texas, 
[Mr. Conner.) [Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no motion 
pending to strike out the paragraph. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not know what the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Ta 
John | 


t 


Hetlin, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, In- - 
Kelsey. K otobam; ii 

i ence, Maynard, McCarthy, Me- :: 
Lafin, tent Milnes, Eliakim :: 
Moore, William Moore, Morgan, : 
Orth, ` 
Pe- | 
ters, Phelps, Poland, Pomeroy, Roots, Sanford, Sar- `! 


beldon, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, William |: 


Bufnton, Roderick R. | 


Means intends: by his. remark: My amenda- 
ment was voted on long ago and voted down. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman. from 
Ohio [Mr. Scmexcr] is entirely mistaken. 
The amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Logan] has been rejected, 
and the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Conner] 
has made no motion to strike out the para- 
graph. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I was mistaken, and 
I take it all back. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I offer the following amend- 


ment, to come in at the end of the paragraph : || 


Provided, however, That the duty imposed by this 
paragraph shall not exceed 50 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move to amend the | 
_ amendment by striking out ‘‘ 50” and insert- 


ing t‘ 85.” 
The question was put on the amendment to 


` the amendment, and there were—ayes 28, noés i 


` @ point of order. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. ELDRIDGE, ` p 


| and Mr. Hooper, of Massachusetts were ap- 


80; no quorum voting. 


i pointed. 


i 
| 


The committee divided; and the tellers re- i 


ported—ayes 33, noes 86. 


So the amendment to the amendment was | 


rejected. 

The question recurred on 
amendment; and being put, there were—ayes 
34, noes 94. e485 . 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I offer the following, to 
come in as a new paragraph immediately after 
the pending paragraph : . 

On railroad iron made to pattern and fitted to bo 
laid down, 60 cents per 100 pounds. 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I offer that as an addi- | 
tional paragraph, and I desire to say a word. | 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman cannot ; 


debate it. er a : 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iam not attempting to 
debate it; but I rise to a question of order. I 
offer this as a separate paragraph, and not as 
ap amendment to the paragraph on ‘which 
debate has been.closed.. se 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order until 
this paragraph is disposed of. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I understand that the 
paragraph is disposed of.. , . 

The CHAIRMAN, Are there any further 
amendments to the pending paragraph? None 
being offered, the gentleman now offers his 
amendment as a separate paragraph. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to'a question of 
order. Every such amendment proposed as 
an independent paragraph is held to attach to 
the paragraph preceding, unless it comes in at 
the close of the section in relation to dutiable 
articles. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The point. of order is 
well taken. E 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Bat my amendment will 
be held not to be germane to tbat portion of 
the bill. ; g 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that 
this proposition will be in order after the-next 

aragraph which relates to railroad iron shall 
hate been reached. The Clerk will read the 
next paragraph. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On railway splice bars, side bars, fish plates, and 
finger-bars, punched or unpunched, 14 cents per 
pound; on railway chairs, frogs, frog points, of iron, 
2 cents per pound. . aca 

Mr. BENJAMIN. - Now I propose an 
amendment. : ; ; 

Mr. SCHENCK: I have an amendment to 
move on behalf of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. l 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
Committée of Ways and Means will be first 
entertained. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move to amend the 
pending paragraph. by inserting the words 
“wrought iron” before the words ‘railway 
chairs, frogs, frog points;’’ and also by strik- 


Mr. Houmay’s | 


fog out the words ‘‘of iron” after the words 
“frog points.’? 

The amendment was agreed to. 
_ Mr. BENJAMIN. I movetoamend the pend- 
ing paragraph by adding to it the following: 

n rail i 

ida eoe a 

Mr. INGERSOLL. ` Is that amendment in 
order until the Committee of the Whole have 
perfected the paragraph in the bill? The 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. Bexsamın] might not be analogous to this 
| paragraph after it shall have been amended. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that the 
' amendment is germane,and in order.. It does 
not preclude amendments to perfect the para- 
graph. È 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Railroad iron'is not 
included — 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. 


| 
| 
j . 

i I rise to 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state 
, his point of order. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. My point 
_ of order is that what the gentleman has pro- 
' posed is in the nature of an independent para- 


raph. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is 
offered as an addition tothe pending paragraph. 

Mr. BENJAMIN.. As I was about to say, 
railroad iron is not included in any of the 
items-of this bill. I suppose the intention of 
the Committee of Ways and Means in so re- 
porting, was to permit railroad iron to remain 
at its present rate of duty of 70 cents per hun- 
dred pounds. In my. judgment the duty ought 
rather to be reduced to 50 cents per hundred 
pounds. Bat I am willing that the duty should 
be made 60 cents per hundred pounds, the 
rate at which it was placed by the tariff of 
1865. Now, there is no iron which is manu- 
factured that the country feels the want of to 
a greater extent than railroad iron. Every 
farmer if the country, and especially in the 
western country, is interested in the building 
and extension of railroads. In many portions 
of the West the farms of the people are almost 
entirely worthless to their owners, because of 
the want of facilities to transport their pro- 
ducts to market. Not only in the West, but 
in the South, and, indeed, in every portion 
| of the country, the people are struggling to 

extend these railroad facilities, to penetrate 
the interior with roads, in order that their farms 
may be made valuable and their products taken 
to market. Not only each State, but each 
‘county, and nearly every town, is to-day put- 
ting forth every energy and exerting every 
nerve to build railroads for that purpose. 

I find, by reference to a table which I have 
before me, that the present duty: on railroad 
iron amounts to about 65 per cent. ad valorem, 
avery large percentage of duty upon an article 
of that character, which is so much needed in 
the country and the want of which is so much 
felt. By reference to the laws it will be found 
that from 1847 to 1857 inclasive the duty.wpon 
railroad iron was only 80 per cent., and in 1857 
it was reduced to 24 per cent. Under that rate 
of duty the older States have laid down their 
rails and built their roads. They now propose 
to require us in thenewer States to pay a duty 
of 55 per cent. upon all the tailegad iron im- 
ported for our use. `- ` i ` 
` Now, it seems to methat the rate of duty 
which I have proposed is not a very great re- 
duction; still it is something, and will assist 
very materially the people of the new States 
in laying down rails for the benefit of the coun- 
try the resources Of which they are now trying 
80 energetically to develop. I find farther, by 
reference to this table, that in 1865, when we 
had a heavy internal revenue tax on this iron, 
the duty upon railroad iron was about the same 
as I propose by my amendment. There was 
no complaint then that I know of that the rail- 
road iron makers were not makings fair profit ; 


! but they asked that the duty might be increased 
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because of the internal revenue tax. Now 
that internal revenue tax has been abolished, 
and we ask that the duty on railroad iron may 
be reduced to what it was before the internal 
revenue tax was levied. I trust my amend- 
ment will prevail. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, no advan- 


poset by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
ENJAMIN.} By no possibility can benefit 
result from any action that would increase the 
importation of British rails. I hold in my 
haud a circalar of the leading railroad house 
of Great Britain, dated February 28, 1870, 
being a statement of the export of rails from 
Great Britain, compiled from official returns 
and published by authority of the Hopse of 
Commons. While, during the month ef De- 
cember, 1867, we imported but 7,880 tons, we 
imported during the corresponding month in 
1868 22,681 tons. During the year ending 
December 31, 1867, we imported 165,086 tons, 
and in the year ending December 31, 1869, we 
imported 300,446 tans. Weimport nearly one 
half of all’that England exports to the world. 
We import three tons for every one that the 


a 


| 
j 
t 


abroad and more than that number left. Turn 
to the report of Mr. Commissioner Wells, and 
you will find that in two suceessive years, under 
the rate of duty which has been mentioned, the 
immigration into this country was reduced to 
between 91,000 and 92,000.. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I move to amend the 


‘| amendment by striking out ‘‘60’? and insert- 
tage can come to the country or the railroad 
companies from such a reduction as is pro-. 


ing ‘*50,’’ so as to make the rate of duty 50 : 


cents per100 pounds. Mr. Chairman, I degire 
to ask this committee whether it intends to be 


consistent with itself? Was the committee | 


_jesting when it declared that the tariff on pig 
iran should be $5 per ton? 
Mr. KE 


- was a practical joke. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, Į imagine the gentle- 
man has answered most truthfully. Pennsyl- 
vanians and those interested in the high price 
of jron have treated the sphject and this com- 
mittee since the vote reducing the duty on pig 


` iron as though that vote was a jest. 


British dependencies import—India, British | 


America, Australia, and all the other depend- 
encies of Great Britain. Under the tariff 
existing on pig iran and railroad iron we have 
become great manufacturers; and if by. such 
reductions as are proposed here we should 
close our furnaces and our rolling-mills the 
demand on England for iron ig so great that 
te pane will go up and not dowo, Proclaim 
e 


forges, even by a lpug strike againat a reduc 
tion of wages, and the price of railroad iron 
will go ap lesen of going down. 

Mr. WELKER. The gentleman will allow 
me to suggest that Congress in ita legislation 
with reference to the Pacific railroads required 
that the roads should he constructed of A meri- 
can railway iron. at 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir; J am aware of 
that fact. 


Mr. COX. Will the gentleman from Penn- | 
aylvania allow me to ask him how, if the price | 


goes up, it will gt Pennsylvania? 
Mr, KELLEY. 
the establishments of Pennaylyanig are closed 
and her skilled workingmen have settled on 
homesteads upon gur public lands to. become 
farmersand compete with western agriqulturiste 
in raising grain it will hort Pennsylvania, for 
it will be years before she can regain her skilled 
laborers and reorganize her great industries, 
What Pennsylvania wants is a steady market 
with moderate profits secured by the general 
prosperity of the country. What she wants is 


not grain with no market and farmers who are | 


no longer consumerg for her producta, but the 
industries of the country go-balanged that while 


the manufacturing districts ghall furnish a mar- | 


‘ket for grain and prayisions the agricultural 
districts ghall afford 9 market far the products 
of the forge the furnace, and the mill. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. For whom is the gentle- 
man speaking; for Pennsylvania iron-mongers 
.or for the farmers of the West? - 

Mr. BENJAMIN. | If the theory of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KeLixy] is 
correct, I would like to know how it is that in 
1860, under a duty of 24 per cent., the price 
of railroad irop was but a little more than one 
half what it is to-day? 

_Mr. KELLEY, In 1860 the tide of emigra- 
tion was settling from the United States to 
England; [Several members. ‘Ob, no;’’} and 
when in my own city 300 men were wanted to 
lay a street railroad, 5,000 skilled mechanics 
offered themselves at 60 cents a day. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. One huadred and fifty- 
three thousand aix hundred and forty people 
came to this country from foreign countries 
during the year 1860. 

Nr. KELLEY. No, sir; 91,000 came from 


If the price goes up efter | 


i 


act that we have closed our furnaces and ` 


ir, STEVENSON.. I rise to a point of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state it. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Jt was ruled last even- 


ing that it was out of order to discuss the State 
of Penngylvania and pig iron. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. NEGLEY. “that wag only in reference 
to the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. STEVENSON. The rule was applied 
to me, and I want it applied to others. 

Mr. NEGLEY. ` It was because the pentle- 
man knows nothing about the subject. 


Mr. STEVENSON.. [think I can tell the — 


gentleman more than he knows. 
Mr. INGERSOLL...’ Now, let us-see what 
the committee has done and'what they propose 


‘todo. J insist thata duty of 70 cents on the 100 


_been entirely abrogated. 


| 


| pounds upon railroad iron isaltogether out of 


tion to $5 a ton duty on pig iron. 


propor 5 
r. STEVENSON. I again insist upon my 


i| point of order, and demand the dacision of the 


hair. pe . sede 
-The CHAIRMAN. The Ohair thinks the 
gentleman from Minois is in order. . = 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I-am obliged to the 
Chairman. . ; 

Mr. STEVENSON. J am glad to have the 
decision of the Chair that it is jn order to dis- 
cuss pig iron. 
My. 
order; I haye the floor, 

Mr, STEVENSON. 
pig iron? . a ai a ee 
- The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already 
decided, Does the pe; 
Mr, STEVENSON, Idonot, Jfthe Chair 
decides that it is in order ta discuss pig iron I 
am satisfied 

Mr. 
duty of 70 cents on the -100 pounds pn rail- 
road iron is out of proportion to a duty of 
$5 a ton on pig iron. In 
the year 1860, the duty was 60 cents, and prer 
vious to that year the duty was 24 per eent ad 
valorem. In the year 1864 the iron interest 


Is it in order to discuss 


|| complained of the byrdgn of the internal rev- 


enue tax, In that year Congress impased a 
duty-of $3 a ton on railroad iron, and in order 


to compensate the iron interest far that tax of | 
$3 a ton they win <n the duty ta 70 cents on |i 


the 100 pounds. Now be it remembered that 


in.the ipterest of the irqn manufacturers of | 


this country that internal revenue: tax has 
2 f _ That and other iron 
industries, directly or indiréctly, have been 


relieved from this tax, and now when we pra: | 


pose ta reduce. the duty on railroad iron the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania informs us that 


the railroad iron manufacturers of Pennsylva- |. 


nia will have to close their establishments and 


consequently England will acquireamonopoly | 
in furnishing railroad iron to this country. | 


Penusylyania is not sincere in that declara- 
tion. The gentleman does not belieye the rall- 
ing-mills of Pennsylvania will atop. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ido. 


d 
LLEY. Yes; of courseitwas. That | 1 


n . i ire oS 
NGERSOLL, I gall the geptipmap to | 


entleman take.an appeal? | 
ea t PR 


INGERSOLL. I have stated that-the | 


In- 1864, and back to |: 


Mr. INGERSOLL. He does not believe 
the yolling-mills of the country are going to 
close if you reduce the duty to 60 cents per 

| 100 pounds. i 
| Mr. KELLEY. I believe it, because it will 
|| necessitate a great reduction of the wages of 


abor. 

Mr. INGERSQLL. The gentleman knows 
that the iron ponder in this country do 
"not pay the wages tọ labor they did in 1864 
' and 1865. You have reduced the price of 
commodities entering into the manufacture 
of iron; the price of beef and pork and corn 
and flour has been materially reduced since 


864. 
Mr. KELLEY. There has been no reduc- 
tion in the price of beef or pork. - 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I say there has been a 
reduction in the price of both heef and pork. 
Corn is no more to-day than one half what it 
was in 1865. I wish this House to tell the 

: country that we are not trifling with them. We 
believe that the iron manufacturers will be pro- 
tected in making pig iron at a duty of $5a ton, 
We believe our manufacturers can make rail- 
road iron and be protected with a duty of 50 

‘cents the 100 pounds. And I want the coun- 
try to know that we of the western States, where 
new railroads are being rapidly built, are to- 
day paying from $1,200 to $1,600 for the priv- 
ilege of putting down American iron. At 70 
cents per 100 pounds, and 100 tons being re- 
quired for each mile of railroad, it will be seen 
that some $1,500 bounty is paid to the State 
of Pennsylvania on each mile of railroad built 
in the West. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. ASPER. I think no question has yet 

come up in relation to this tariff as. important 
|; as the one now pending. The entire produc- 

‘| ing interest of this country, all the industries 

ii of the West, are interested in bringing down 

ithe cost of transportation, and that cost of 
i| transportation depends upon the price of the 

i iron rails over which the locomotive moves. 
|The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Ket- 
i LEY] says that if you reduce the duty to 60 

li cents the 100 pounds every rolling-mill in the 

|, United States manufacturing iron rails will 
| stop; Now let us see in the light of that asser- 

i: tion what the figures are as to the mannfacture 

i: of iron in this country. i ; 

| Mr: SCHENCK. Irise to a point of order. 

' ‘Fhe gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Incersouu]) 

|| moves to amend the amendment and makes a 

i} speech. The gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. 

| ASPER] gets up to oppose it, and speaks on 

_ the same side as the gentleman from Illinois. 

i| There:may-be too much even of a good thing. 
| Mr. ELDRIDGE. Surely that is not pos- 

sible on this tariff bill. |: , 

The CHAIRMAN. : The gentleman from 

Missouri under the- rule must speak against the 

| amendment. The gentleman will proceed in 


— 


i 
i 


order. f fish ; 
|- .Mr. ASPER. I am speaking against the 
': adoption of the amendment of the gentleman 
i from Illinois and in favor of the amendment 
: of my colleague, [Mr. Bensamiy.] Mr. Ohair- 
| man, I desire to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the amount of railroad iron manu- 
factured in this country. I hold in my hands 
a letter dated the 16th of April instant, from 
Mr. MeAllister, who is secretary of the Amer- 
ican Iron and Steel Association.. He says 
that in 1866 there were 430,766 tons of rail- 
road iran rolled in this country, in 1867 there 
were 462,108 tons, in 1868 there were 616,000 
tons, and in 1869 there were 580,000 tons, 
‘on which the duty of 70 cents will make an 
‘ aggregate of $8,127,000 as the bonus which - 
the railroad interest of the country takes from 
| the producing interest of the West and of the 
South. ‘hat is the sum which the producing 
-| interest, wherever railroads are to be extended, 
: is compelled to pay to these few men who are 
manufacturing thisiron. Are we to be told 
with these facts before us, in view of the im- 
mense profits which the manufacturing estab- 


1870. 
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ishments are making upon these rails; are 
= to be told that they are to be shut up if we 
reduee the duty by the pitiful amount of 10 | 
cents on the 100 pounds? Why, sir, it seems 
to me that we should reduce the rate even 
below this in order to cheapen the rates of 
transportation to the producing interests, to 
the farmers, to the men who send their pro- 
duce, their wheat, their grain to the East to 
feed these establishments, and in order that 
they may be the better able to send their sar 
plus produce to the markets of Europe, where 
there is a demand for it. 
Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate has been ex- 
hausted on the two pending amendments. 

The question was put on Mr. IxGERsOLL’s 
amendment to the amendment of Mr. Bensa- 
wiy, and there were, on a division—ayes 52, 
noes 60 ; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. INGERSOLL and Mr. 
KELLEY. 

The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 51, noos 66. 

So Mr. INGERSOLL’s amendment was not 


agreed to. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I think that everybody 


fore ask unanimous consent that debate on this k is 


aragraph may now be closed. 
i Met KERR. _I hope not. 


offer an amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I appeal to the commit- 
tee to stop debate. I ask unanimous consent 
that debate on the pending paragraph shall 
close in ten minutes. 

Mr. COX. I object. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I move that the 
committee rise, for the purpose of making that 
motion in the House. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I give the | 


i 


j 


cannot now entertain the appeal, while the 
House is dividing. 

The question was on Mr. Schencx’s motion 
that debate onthe pending paragraph beclosed | 
in ten minutes after its consideration should | 
be resumed in Committee of the Whole. | 

The House divided; and there were—ayes | 
58, noes 5. ' 

The SPEAKER 


ro tempore. No quorum 
has voted, and the Chair will order tellers. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. F move that the House 
do now adjourn, and I demand the yeas and 
nays on that motion. 

he SPEAKER pro tempore. While the 
House is dividing that motion is not in order. 
The Chair appoints Mr. ScoFre.p and Mr. 
Ixcrrso1t tellers. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I rise to a point of order. 
The Chair had counted the House and found 
that no quorum voted, and thereupon [ moved 
that the House adjourn, and I insist that that 
motion is in order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. While the 
House is dividing the motion is not in order. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The House was found 
without a quorum, and it was in order ta move 


, to adjourn. I made the motion after the divis 


Li over. 
knows everything about railroadiron. Ithere- . 100 MRE OF 


gentleman notice that if he insists on this he . 
will loseinatead of gaining time. This is the ` 


most important proposition in the whole bal. 
The question was put on the motion that the . 

committee rise; an 

ion—ayes 66, noes 37. 
So the motion was to 


The committee accordingly ‘rose; and Mr. | 


GarrrELD, of Ohio, having taken the chair as |’ 


Speaker 
that the 


House, had had under consideration the state | 
of the Union generally, and particularly the | 


bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing laws ' 


relating to the duty on imports, and for other 
parposes, and had come to 
thereon. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose. 


Mr. COX. I move that the House do now |! 
| the yegs and nays. 


adjourn. h 

Tbe SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- |: 
man from Ohio [Mr ScurNcK] is recognized | 
by the Chair. í | 


Mr. SCHENCK. Before moving that the || 


House resolve itself again into the Committee | 
of the Whole, I move that all further debate 
on the pending paragraph and amendments be | 
closed in ten minutes after its consideration | 
shall be resumed. And on that motion I call 
the previous question. SE 
, The SPEAKER pro tempore put the ques- 
tion on seconding the demand for tbe previous , 
question. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I rise to a privileged 
motion. 

Mr. COX. I rise to a point of order. I 
made a motion to adjourn. | 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
cannot recognize either the gentleman from : 


Wisconsin or the gentleman from New York || 


while a division is being taken on seconding | 
the demand for the previous question. 
_ Mr. ELDRIDGE. Iappeal from the decis- 
ton of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair | 


o tempore, Mr. WHEELER reported |; 
ommittee of the Whole on the state |' 
of the Union, according to the order of the | 


no resolution | 
il 


. the appeal until it is performed. | p the H 
'| taken, upon a division there were—ayes 67, 


I 


there were, on a divis- | 


| tum or not until there has been a count by 


s Chai d ki 
Mr, WILSON, of Minnesota. I desire to | tellers. The Chair has ordered tellers 


| i 


-man from Wisconsin [Mr. ELDRIDGE] j 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
unable to tell whether we are without a quo- 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. I insist that the motion to : 
adjourn is in order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair ; 


has a duty to perform, and will not recognize i 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. It will be too late then 
to recognize the appeal. The time when the 
House has a right to decide it is when the | 
question arises. I say that this is the most ' 
arbitrary proceeding that was ever heard of. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
man will take his seat. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I insist that wy appeal | ™ the affirmative. 


be entertained. The Chair is outoforder, | 
The tellers having taken their places, the | 


: House divided on seconding the previons queg- -| ` 


tion, and the tellers reported-—ayes 81, noes 
18; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House 
now finds itself without a quorum. The Chair 
has not recognized any motion to adjourn 
while the House was dividing. “i 

Mr, ELDRIDGE. The Chair -has-not enter- 
tained an appeal when it was taken, ‘either. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is no | 
quorum present. l ` ; | 

Mr. COX. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Qn that motion f d 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that when the | 
House adjourns to-night it adjqurn to meet on | 

riday next; and on that motion I demand | 
the yeas and nays. AA 

Mr. CESSNA. 
on the table. [ Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That Bick an 
is not in order, but the. motion of the gentle- | 
s'in 


order. 
On ordering the yeas and nays on Mr. ELD- | 
RIDGE’S motion, there were—ayes 25, noe 
102; not one fifth in favor thereof. = 
Mr. ELDRIDGE called for tellers: 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. E 
and Mr, ScorieLp were appointed. . 
The House divided ; and the tellers réported | 
thirty-two in the affirmative. : 
A further count not being insisted on, the 
yeas and nays were ordered. oer: 
The question was taken ; and it was decided in ` 
the negative—yeas 5, nays 142, not voting 80; : 
as follows: i f 


YEAS—Messrs. A 
and Winchester—5. 


LDRIDGE | 


dams, Cox, Eldridge, McNeely, i 
i 


H 


i Jenckes, Johnson, Kelley, Kellogg, Kerr, Knapp, 


: Smith, Joseph S. Smith 


` Wheeler, y 


|; on the motion. tg adjourn. 
The gentle- ji 


emand || | 
3 | under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


T move ta lay that motipn | 


: NAYS—Mousra, Allison, Ambler, Ames, Aroher, 
; tmatrong. Arnall, Aspor, Atwood, Barry, Beaman, 

eatty, Beck, Bonjamin, Bennett, Benton, Biggs, 
Bird, Blair, Booker, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buck- 
ley. Buffinton, Burchard, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, 
W illiam E. Clark, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Coburn, Cook, Conger, Conner, Covode, Cowles, 
Dawes, Dickinson, Dockery, Dox, Ferriss, Ferry, 
Finkelnburg, Fişher, Fitch, Fox, Garfield, Gotz, Gil- 
fillan, Griswold, Haight, Hale, Hambleton, Ilamill, 
amilton. Heras Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, Hays, 
eflin, Ioar, Holman, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, 


Latin, Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, May- 
pard, McCormick, McCrary, MoGrew, McKenzie, 
forcur, Eliakim If. Moore Jesse Il. Moore, William 
Moore, Myers, Negley, Niblack, O’ Neill, Orth, Pack- 
ard, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Peek, Peters, Phelps, 
Poland, Pomeroy, Roots, Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, 
Schenck, Scotield, Shanks, Sherrod, Shober, John A, 
Willigm J. Smith, William 
slaves Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, Stiles, 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strader, Strong, Swann, Sweco- 
“ney, Patto, ‘Fanner, Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, 
Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van Trump, Ward, Welker, 
bitmora, Willard, Williams Eugene M. 
ilson, John ‘I. Wilson, Winans, and Witebor-142, 
NOT VOTING — Messrs. Axtell, Ayer, Bailey, 
‘Banks, Barnum. Bingham, Boles, Bowon,. Boyd, 
James Brooks, Burdett, Burr, Bonjamin F, Butler, 
Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, Sidney Clarke, Clove- 
land, Crebs,Cullom, Davis, Vegener, Dickey, Dixon, 
Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Gibson, Hal- 
doman, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, Alexander H. Jones, 
Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Julian, Kelsey, Ketcham, 
Knott, Lash, Marshall, Mayham, McCarthy, McKee, 
Milnes, Morgan, Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, Sam- 
uci P. Morrill, Morrissey, Mungon, Perco, Platt, 
Porter, Potter, Prosser, Randa I, Reeves, Rice, 
Ridgway, Rogers, Schumaker, Lionel A. Sheldon, 
Porter Sheldon, Socum, Worthington C. Smith, 
i Stone. Strickland, Trimble, Van Aa en, Van Horn, 
|: Van Wyck, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
' William B. Washburn, Wells, Wilkingon, Wood, and 
Woodward—s0. . ae 
So the motion of Mr. Eppripcge was not 
agreed to. 
The question recurred upon the motipn of 
Mr. Cox, that the House adjourn; and being 


| 
| 
| 
i 
l 
| 
| 


noes 60. 
. Before the regult af the vote was announced, 
' Mr.. LYNCH called for the. yeas and nays 


The question was taxen upon ordering the 


| there were twenty-three 


yeas and nays; and 


‘Before the result was announced, 

Mr. LYNCH called for: teilera on ardering 
the yeas and nays; > ee a 
The question was taken on ordering tellers ; 
and there were eighteen.in the affirmative. 
-Bo (the affirmative not being one fifth of a 
quorum) tellers were not ordered. 

The yeag and uayg were not ordered, the 
affirmative not being one fifth of the previous 


| vote. 


‘The motionto adjourn wag accordingly agreed 
to; and (at ten o'clock p. m.) the House ad- 
journed, 


: | PRIFEIONS, BTO. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


committees ; ; À 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of Margaret Coggin, widow of Philip 
Coggin, late a private in company A, cleventh 
regiment Massachusetts volunteers, for a pen- 


‘| gon. SP eats ; 

‘ls: Also, the ‘petition of James MeMorrow, late 

sprm in company G, nineteenth regiment 
Má 


ssachusetts volunteers, for a pension. 


|. By Mr. FINKELNBURG: À petition of 


grand-and petit jurors of the western judicial 


'| district of Missouri, asking fox increase of jury 


fees.. o 5 1 , . 
__ Alsa,:a petition of the People's Savings 
Institution, of St. Louis, Missouri, askiug pay- 
mènt of certain quartermaster vouchers. : 

- By Mr. MeKENZIE: Petitions of the trust- 


|| ees and faculty-of Randolph Macon College, 


Mecklenbarg county, Virginia, asking for. an 


|| appropriation to repair damages done to the 


college by United States troops in 1865. 
By Mr. PROSSER: The petition of John 


: 0. Burch, of Nashville, Tennessee, praying 


for the removal of his political and legal dis- 


i, abilities. 
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By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of Egbert 
B. Steele, of Lafayette county, Arkansas, for 
the removal of disabilities. 

By Mr. TANNER: The petition of Henry 
Smalley, for compensation for setting buoys in 
the Hudson river. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


The following notice of leave for the with- 
drawal of papers was given under the rules: 
By Mr. O'NEILL: Papers, &c., in the 


the Committee of Claims. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, April 28, 1870. 


F rager by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
xax, D. D. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal 
of yesterday. 

Mr. CHANDLER, I move that the further 
reading of the Journal be dispensed with. 

Mr. SUMNER. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts objects. The reading will 
be resumed. 

The Secretary resamed and concluded the 
reading of the Journal. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice 
by their titles, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

A bill (H. R. No. 228) to enlarge the juris- 
diction of probate courts in Idaho Territory ; 


and 

A bill (H. R. No. 280) to require the hold- 
ing of additional district and circuit courts of 
the United States in the district of Indiana, ` 
and for other purposes. 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 269) to 
amend the act of April 20, 1870, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

WASHINGTON SAVINGS BANK. A 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid. before the 
Senate a letter of the treasurer of the Wash- 
ington City Savings Bank, of Washington city, 
District of Columbia, commnnicating, in obe- 
dience to law, the annual statement. of the 
bank; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. - 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Miss Jennie Stacy, of Vermont, the daughter 
of the late consul of the United States at Reval, 
in Russia, setting forth that her father died in the 


to the indigence of the family they have been 
unable, without assistance from the Govern- j 
meat, to bring his body back to America, and 
praying that proper provision may be made 
for that purpose. I move the reference of the 
petition to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SPENCER presented a petition of James | 
Hopkins and others, ship-masters and ship- || 
owners of New Orleans and Mobile, in favor |; 
of an amendment to the act to establish and || 
declare the railroad and bridges of the New 
Orleans, Mobile, and Chattanooga Railroad || 
Company as hereafter constituted a post road, '; 
and for other purposes, approved March 2, ;| 
1868; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of 
Olive Coombs, of Castine, county of Han- 
cock, Maine, step-mother of Isaac G. Shep- | 
herd, late a soldier in the Army of the United : 
States, praying to be allowed a pegsion ; which : 


* sex. 
' institutions should be opened equally to males 
' and femalesalike, and thatthe distinction which © 
: has operated hitherto as a bar against the ad- | 
`. mission of females in those colleges should be | 


|| referred. 


© an 
i| 


I pesat the petition of | 

i; reported 
i; his committee, but we being somewhat more | 
l: slow, are hard at work at it still, and we hope 
performance of his duties in Russia, and owing |) 
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the State on which any bona fide settler was 
settled before the passage of the act; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public 


nds. 

Mr. POMEROY. I am charged with a 
memorial, very numerously signed, represent- 
ing that there are institutions of learning in the 
; District of Columbia and in some of the States 


| of the Union which have been endowed by acts 


; of Congress and by State Legislatures in which 


sons entering those seminaries on account of 
The memorialists represent that such 


removed. This memorialis very ably drawn, 
and is very numerously signed, and [ ask its 
- reference to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, because, so far as it relates to this 
District, we have the right to legislate on that 
subject. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
referred. 


Mr. SUMNER. I present the petition of 
the national executive committee of the col- 
ored people of the United States, signed by 
their president, George T. Downing, and their 
secretary, F. G. Barbadoes, in which they ask 
that the word ‘white’ be struck from the 
naturalization laws. 


It will be so 


Congress I introduced a bill to strike the word 
' white” out of our naturalization laws, which 


' failed to pass; and again at the beginning of 
:| the present Congress I introduced another bill 
with that object, and it has slept a long sleep . 


in the room of the Judiciary Committee. 1 
hope that they will report on it very soon. 
i Meanwhile, I ask the reference of this petition 
i to that committee. 
i The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I desire to say a word in 
| regard to the reference of that petition. The 
| word *‘ white” ought be struck out of all laws 
undoubtedly; but it covers in this matter a 
| great many other questions than African ones ; 
d the Judiciary Committee has been charged 
with bills revising the whole naturalization 
' laws, which include that subject as well as 
‘others. Our friend fram Massachusetts un- 
: doubtedly would have perfected a bill of that 
complication and difficulty long ago, and have 
one, as he always does, promptly from 


to report in a very short time. 


for Mrs. Lincoln. 


that we are aking testimony on the subject of 
the pension for Mrs. Lincoln, and we have not 


sachusetts. 

The petition was referred to the Committee 
on the Scaiciary, 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
Edmund Pendieton, of Richmond, Virginia; 


‘| of M. T. Fristor, of Warren county, Virginia; 


of David Jessee, D. W. Horton, and William 
Broadwater, of Scott county, Virginia; of Rob- 


|.ert H. Henley, of Henrico county, Virginia; | 


of E. H. Sanders, of Marion, Smyth county, 
Virginia; of C. C. 


Virginia; of Melville P. Shelton, of Nelson 
county, Virginia; of William H. Clopton, of 
Charles City, Virginia; of Licinius T. Logan, 
of Washington county, Virginia; of William 


was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a pefition of citi- |, 
zens of Iowa, residents of Des Moines valley, 
praying that the grant of lands of July 12, | 
1862, shall not include any tyáct between the |; 


Racoon Fork and the northern boundary of ;: 


P. Windrick and James Q. Windrick, of Rich- 
lands, Virginia; of James Fulcher, of Wash- 


, ington county, Virginia; of William Sellers, 
of Rockingham county, Virginia; of M. H.: 


Buchanan, of Washington county, Virginia; 
of A. C. Maxwell, of Abingdon, Virginia; of 


R : : there is an unjust discrimination against per- |, 
case of Thomas H. Dickson, for reference to | 2 E P 


In presenting this peti- | 
. tion I take occasion to say that in the last 


Mr. SUMNER. [hope the Senator will not `' 
take as much time as he has about the pension ;' 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The trouble with that-is | 


yet been able to examine my friend from Mas- | 


J. Aston, of Jonesville, | 
i Virginia; of Arthur F. Clift, of Stafford county, 
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George W. Alderson, of Washington county, 
Virginia; of William P. Milnor, of Washing- 
ton county, Virginia; of James L. Campbell, 
of Washington county, Virginia; of Jacob H. 
Johnson, of Washington county, Virginia; of 
‘| Walter Johnson, of Washington county, Vir- 
i} ginia; of John H. Allen, of Lee county, Vir- 
|: ginia; of Hamilton S. Neale, of Kastville, 
‘| Northampton county, Virginia; of Thomag 
i I. Boyd, of Newbern, Pulaski county, Vir. 
ginia; of R. C. Heywood, of Gloucester 
' county, Virginia; of Joshua Duncan, of Car- 
| roll county, Virginia; of William W. Brand, 
` of Roanoke county, Virginia; of Joseph H. 
: Holston, of Wytheville, Virginia; of W. B. 
Reed, of Richmond, Virginia; of Henry S. 
Hathaway, of Lancaster county, Virginia; 
© of Isaac Webb, of Carroll county, Virginia; 
' of Esau Worrell, of Carroll county, Virginia ; 
| of Andrew J. Litton, of Lee county, Virginia; 

of Riah Billups, Jonathan Smith, and William 

T. Moore, of Tazewell county, Virginia; of 

William E. Roberts, of Bradford, Smyth 
: county, Virginia; of Addison Hall, of Lan- 

caster county, Virginia; of S. R. Johnson, of 

Mecklenburg county, Virginia; of Baker P, 

Lee, jr., of Elizabeth City county, Virginia; 
of Daniel Lindamood, of Smyth county, Vir- 
ginia; of Charles R. Forsee, of Powhatan 
county, Virginia; of Joseph J. Palmer, of 
Halifax county, Virginia; of Thomas W. 
Darst, of Pulaski county, Virginia; of James 
P. Carter, of Scott county, Virginia; of John 
Jett, of Scott county, Virginia; of Jesse A. 
Parker, of Isle of Wight county, Virginia; of 
E. 8. Eley, of Isle of Wight county, Virginia; 
of William G. Russell, sen., of Winchester 
i Virginia; of Roderick Bland, of King and 
i Queen county, Virginia; of R. T. Gordon, 
‘ of Orange Court-House, Virginia; of John 
| A. Sanders, of Speedwell, Wythe county, Vir- 
| ginia; of W. W. Parsons, of Spring Grove, 
Surry county, Virginia; of E. C. Cundiff, of 
Bedford county, Virginia; of W. Wade Wood- 
| gon, of Wythe county, Virginia; of T. I. 
Hughes, of Gloucester Court-House, Virginia; 
of Samuel. A. -Ferguson, of. Nelson county, 
Virginia; of A. C. Williams, of Marion, 
Smyth county, Virginia ; of Garland S. Bruce, 
of Lebanon, Russell county, Virginia; of 
James Gallemore, of Carroll county, Virginia ; 
of William H. Hubbard, of Charles City coun- 
ty, Virginia; of J. E. Roe, of Washington 
county, Virginia; of John L. Johnson, of 
Wythe county, Virginia ; of Andrew J. Rahey, 
| of Nansemond county, Virginia ; of James Hub- 
bard, of Charles City county, Virginia; of Rob- 
ert S. Bruce, of Halifax county, Virginia; of 
| John J. Clarke, of Charles City county, Vir- 
! ginia; of Henry P.. Barrow, of..Charles City 


į county, Virginia; of J. C. Killinger, of Marion, 
Smyth county, Virginia; of I. T. S. Young, 
i of Dinwiddie, Virginia;. of George Walker, 
| of Charles City county, Virginia; of Jobn L. 
i| Walker, of Charles City county, Virginia; 
of Samuel Waddill, of Charles City. county, 
Virginia; of Robert J. Vaiden, of Charles 
City county, Virginia; of John H. Crawford, 
|: of Washington county, Virginia ; of S. N. Will- 
i son, of Rockbridge county, Virginia; of W. B. 
ii- Davidson, of Richmond, Virginia; of William 
| F. Melone, of Greene county, Virginia; of R. 
L. Cooper, of Stafford county, Virginia, pray- 
ing to be relieved from the legal and political 
disabilities imposed upon them by the four- 
teenth amendment to the Conatitution of the 
United States ; which were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented additional 
‘| papers in relation to the claim of John Haley 
| for a pension; which, with his petition and 
papers, already on the files of the Senate, were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on 
| the Jadiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
=: (S, No. 818) fixing the time for holding the 


i 


1870. 


— 


terms of the circuit court in the district of 
West Virginia, reported it with amendments. 

Nr. EDMUNDS. Jam instracted by the 
Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred certain papers relating to the claim of 
Dr. John Templeton for services as surgeon 
in the tenth Tennessee cavalry, and for losses 
sustained by him during the war, to report them 
back, and ask to be discharged from their fur- 
ther consideration. ‘They do not relate to the 
subject of pensions at all. 1 imagine they 
should go to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HOWE. Oh, no; donot send them back 
to the Committee on Claims. I think that that 
committee has once or twice acted on this 


| 


e. 

“The VICE PRESIDENT. The Committee 
on Pensions will be discharged from the further 
consideration of the papers, and they will lie 
on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very good. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 829) in relation to fraudulent trade- 
marks upon foreign watches, reported it with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I am also 
directed by the same committee, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 891) for the relief 
of Charles E. Dole, to report it with an amend- 
ment, and as the amendment merely changes 
the title I ask to have the bill considered now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS and Mr. FERRY. No; 
let it go on the Calendar. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Very well. 
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| STENOGRAPHER FOR DISTRICT SUPREME COURT. 
HI 


` Mr. HAMLIN. I believe that I have been 
in my seat every day of the session of Con- 
ress from its commencement until now, and 
f believe I have been absent no consecutive | 
hour of the session in any one day ; and I now | 
wish to ask a little reward of merit. A few 
days since a bill reported by the Committee on 
the District of Columbia came up for action, 
authorizing the supreme court of this District 
to appoint a stenographer. I think there was 
no objection to the bill save that certain Sen- | 
ators thought there ought to be a provision | 
imposing certain fees from which to pay that 
stenographer, and the bill was recommitted. 
I think there was no other objection urged to 
it. Ihave prepared, and the committee have 
now authorized me to report back the bill with 
that amendment to pay the stenographer from 
fees imposed, to wit, two dollars upon each 


1 
| 
1 
` 


` case; and as F desire to be absent to-morrow 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on | 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. | 


823) for the relief of Macoudray & Co., Dupuy, 


Foulkes & Co., Thomas S. & F. S. Hathaway, | 
i e & Co., Fox & O’Connor, : 
ickson, De Wolf & Co., and ::; 


Pioche, Bayergn 
P: Maury, wD 


Compton & Davidson, reported adversely ʻi 


thereon, and moved its indefinite postpone- : 


ment; which was agreed to. 


Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on ` 
Retrenchment, to whom was referred the bill : 


(H. R. No. 902) limiting the appointment of 


` direct of the proceedings and evidence in the cases | 


certain officers in the Treasury Department, . 


reported it without amendment. 


r. WILLEY, from the Committee on Pat- ` 


ents, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. :: 


790) for the relief of John ‘Tyler, reported it ' 
with an amendment. 


Mr. WARNER, from the Committee on | 


Finance, to whom was referred the joint reso- 
lation (H. R. No. 178) to enable the Secretary 
of the Treasury to collect wrecked and aban- 
doned property, derelict claims, and dues 
belonging to the United States, reported it 
without amend mest. 

Mr. DRAKE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
George Henry Preble, submitted a report ac- 
cou panied by a bill (S. No. 850) for the relief 
of Captain George Henry Preble, of the Navy 
of the United States. The bill was read and | 
passed to the second reading, and the report | 
was ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 572) to amend an act 
incorporating the National Junction Railway 
Company, reported it without amendment. 

_ Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Sophia Holmes, widow of Malachi Holmes, 
praying to be allowed a pension, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration, and 
that the petitioner have leave to withdraw her 
petition and papers; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, to whom was referred the petition of 
Eben N. Horsford, praying an extension of 
letters-patent issued to him on the 10th day 
of October, 1854, for certain compounds for 


[i 


neutralizing chlorine, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to, 


i: able quarterly by the clerk of said court, out of the 


: accordance with the provisions of an act entitled 


with my family I ask the Senate to consider the 
bill at this time. . 
Mr. CAMERON. Ihave no objection to the 


| bill, but it seems to me wrong that we should 


encourage the breaking up of good habits. 
Everybody begins his bad habits at some par- 
ticular time, after having been good. ow, 


I am afraid if we let the Senator from Maine | 


go off after having so long continued here | 


without ever absenting himself he may want || 


to go away next week again. [Laughter.] I 
will make no objection. 

By unanimous consent, the bik (S. No. 481) 
to pond for the appointment of a stenog- 
rapher to the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia was considered as in Committee of 


i. the Whole. 
The amendment was to strike out all of the 
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He also asked, and by unanimous consent 

obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 858) 

| to restore Benicia, in the State of California, 

‘as a port of entry ; which was read twice by its 

title, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimons.con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
854) to incorporate the National Academy of 
Letters and Arts; which was read twice by its 
title, and ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. ROBERTSON asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 855) to relieve all persons engaged 
in rebellion from the disability imposed by 
the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution, 

' with certain exceptions; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities, aud 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. AMES asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
856) granting lands to the Memphis and New 
Orleans Levee Railroad Company; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

'- Mr. FENTON. Ihave been requested by 
i a gentleman well known to me to ask leave 
i to introduce a bill of which no previous notice 
has been given. I have not examined it, and 
do not know that it has my approval; but I 
am assured that it. asks no lands, no money, 
no bonds, and that it is well prepared to carry 
out the object which it declares. I ask that it 
may be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
| Relations, and printed. 

There being no objection, leave was given to 


bill after the enacting clause and to insert: 


That the justices of the supreme court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia shall have authority to appoint a 
stenographer at a salary of $2,500 per annum, pay- 


fund and in the manner hereinafter provided for, 
who shall be a sworn officer of the court, and whose 
duty it shall be to make reports as the court shall | 


before said court. | 
Sec. 2. And best further enacted, Thatin all actions 
or suits commenced or entered in said supreme court, 


by declaration, bill, or otherwise, the party or par- |; 
i- ‘i 


ties commencing or entering thesame shall, in add 
tion to the fee or fees already prescribed, pay to the . 


clerk of said court, at or before the commencement i 
l: of such action or entering of such suit, the sum of | 


two dollars in each and every action or suit so com- | 


menced or entered; and that said sum of two dollars, | 
in each and every case aforesaid, shall be applied by |: 


said clerk to the payment of the salary of said sten- 
ographer, as hereinbefore provided; and in case the 
fund thus created for the payment of the salary of 
said stenographer shail be inadequate for that pur- 
pose, the clerk of said court is hereby authorized and 
directed to charge and collect two dollars in each 
suit in which the United States shall be a party, in 
addition to the fees now allowed by law, which shall 
be paid to said stenographer; but he is not to receive 
more than $2,500. And the said fees authorized in 
this act shall be charged in the accounts of said clerk 
and allowed in the adjustment of said accounts in 


“An act to provide the modes of settli 
of the clerk of the supreme court of 


Columbia,” approved July 25, 1866. 
- The amendment was agreed to. 
_ The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third feading, was read the third time, and 
passed. - 


ng tho accounta 
the District of 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


. Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 851) granting a pension to Olive Coombs ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. . . 

Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 852) for the sale of certain lands in the 
States of California and Oregon and Washing- 
ton Territory ; which was read twice by its title, 


| introducea biil (S. No. 857) to incorporate the 
Washington Transatlantic Telegraph Company, 
and to facilitate telegraphic communication 
between America and Europe; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. THAYER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


| No. 858) to make uniform the pensions of 


widows of staff officers of the Navy; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 
' Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

| Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 859) revising the laws relative to the mints, 
assay Offices, and coinage of the United States; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. ` : 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present a letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury to the Finance 
Committee, and also a report by John J. 
Knox in regard to the bill just introduced; and 
I move that they be printed with the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I also move that five 
| hundred extra copies be printed for the use of 
the Department. 

The motion was referred to the Committee 
, on Printing. 
Mr. POMEROY submitted an amendment 
' intended to be proposed by him to the bill (S. 
No. 770) to incorporate the El Paso Railroad 
Company; which was ordered to be printed. 


- PERSONAL EXPLANATION——SUTRO TUNNEL. 


Mr. STEWART, I rise to a question of 
privilege. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nevada states that he rises to a question 
of privilege. He will state it. 

Mr. STEWART. I find in the Globe of the 
24th of March a speech of Mr. Fenniss, in the 
House of Representatives, in which, speaking 
| of the bill to repeal a clause in the act grant- 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to he printed. 


| ing certain rights to Sutro, he says: 
| “I shall, before closing my argument, refer to the 
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contract and show how unfounded is the position of 
those gentlemen who propose here to repeal the bird 
soction of this Sutro tunnel act. Tsay that Mr, £: 9 
has not violated any of the fundamental conditions | 
of the contract. If he had done so, if time were of 
the essence of the contract, a sufficient answer upon 
that point has already been given upon this floor, : 
It has been satisfactorily shown why he did not 
conform to the provisions of the contract which re- 
quired him to procure subscriptions to the amount 
of $3,000,000 by the Ist of August, with $300,000 paid 
in to commence the work. The vory men who pro- 
cured the extension of that contract, long before the 
time had expired, exerted themselves to defeat its 
execution by Mr, Sutro. The telegram which has 
been read hero, directed to Hon, WILLIAM M. Strw- 
ART and Hon. Jawes W, Nye, demonstrates the good 
faith with which these men act and their assurance, 
and charging that Mr. Sutro did not fulfill the con- 
tract in accordance with its terms and ought not to 
have the benetit of it. ene . 

‘Now, I do not know but I would be justified in 
calling attention to the fact that some men who have 
the privileges of this floor are presenting themselves 
under most unbecoming circumstances, endeavoring 
to induce this body to undo what they induced it to 
do four years ago. J think I am not violating tho 
proprietics of this House in calling attention to that 
tact. I do not suppose that any man on this floor is 
verdant enough to believe that the men who wero 
instrumental in framing that act did not understand 
its provisions. The ides that this man Sutro, who is 
no lawyer, perpetrated a fraud, in the framing of the 
act, upon members of this House, lawyers of distin- 
guished ability and legal acumen, is so absurd that 
it can, I think, meet with no favor in the opinion of 
this body.” 


Mr. POMEROY. I make the point that 
replying to a speech made in the House of 
Representatives is not a question of privilege 
in this body. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does 
not yet understand what the question of privi- 
lege raised by the Senator from Nevada is. 

fr. STEWART. The question of privilege 
is that a member of the House made remarks 
reflecting upon a member of the Senate—that 


he acted in bad faith in his coarse on this if places of excavation going on from the time that all . 


‘| of the shafts shall reach the requisite level, all the 
i: time until the tunnel is completed, unless connec- 


subject, and was guilty of unbecoming con- 


duct. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Novada that if he 
desires to discuss that question his temarks 
will be in the nature of a personal explanation. 


If he desires to introduce a resolution that the |: 
interruption occurring, the cause thereof shall be | 
| 
| 


privileges of the Senate have been infringed, 
that is a question of privilege. 

Mr. STEWART. 
the question of that charge against me. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If it is disens: 
sion without some action it is not 9 question 
of privilege. 

Mr. POMEROY. That is the 


I simply wish to discuss | 


ing the tunnel would perhaps be useful—and I 
think if it had been prosecuted it would have 
been a useful work, though subsequent devel- 
opments have shown that it was not as neces- 
sary as we then supposed it was—I consented 
to become the president of the company. After 


. I was elected to the Senate Mr. Sutro desired 


legislation by Congress giving him the right of 
way and certain privileges in connection with 


that whatever the owners of the mines desired 
to be done I would try to carry out; that I 


-. the construction of the tunnel. Itold Mr. Sutro | 


bound by the contracts they-had made. It was 
important, if he was to raise money, that he 
should have the sanction of Congress in some 
way and such legislation as would bind the 
successors of these mining companies, after 
they should get a patent from the United 
States; in other words, to make the contracts 
| of these mining companies covenants running 
| with the land. I was acting with the intention 
of carrying out the wishes of the mining com. 


'i panies who owned the property. Mr. Sutro did 


wished to carry out the wishes of those who | 


owned the property, and J advised him to con- 


sult them. He did so, and a contract was the , n ng 
| last ten years from ten to eighteen million dol- 


result, in which he undertook to do certain 


things. The first article of that contract was in ` 


these words: 


“ARTICLE 1. The parties of tho first part, in cone | 


sideration of the premises, and in consideration o 
the covenants and agreements hereinafter mentione: 
to be kept and performed by the party of tho secon 
part, covenantand agree to and with the party ofthe 
second part, that the parties of the first part will, on 
or before the lst day of August, 1807, commence and 
with reasonable energy nnd vigor, and at their own 
exponeo, run, excavate, and complete the tunnel and 
ater 

same in condition for use, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of tho said act of the Legislature of the State 
of Nevada, and with the covenants in this agreement 
contained, for the purpose of draining the mines on 
the said Comstock lode, and furnishing other con- 
veniences for working the same,”’ 


Again, it was provided: 


“Arr. 3. The parties of the first part covenant 
and agree that the work shall be commenced at the 
time specified, by running the tunnel from the foot 
hills of Carson valley; and also by simultaneously 
sinking at least three shaits of sufficient capacity on 
the line of thè tunnel; and when the shafts have 
reached the depthsrequired for the level of the tun- 
nel, then to drift in both directions from the bettom 
of each shaft so that there shall be at least soven 


tions between some of the shafts are sooner made 
i and the said work at all times shall be prosceut 
' continuously and without any interruption, except 
; from unavoidable accident, until the completion of 
, the tunnel and of the works whicb, under this agree- 
: ment, are to be considered as draining the mine o 
the party of the second part; and in case of any such 
| removed 
delay.” 


“And the parties of the first part covenant and 


i! agree that on or before thesaid Ist day of August, 
i: 1867, there shall have been subscribed in good faith, 


point I wanted | 


the Chair to decide, whether this was a ques: | 


tion of privilege or not. 
Mr. STEWART. I wish to state what the 
facts are in connection with that transaction, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Benator from 
Nevada asks unanimonps consent to make a per- 
sonal explanation in regard to a statement | 
made in the House of Representatives. 


Mr. POMEROY. A personal explanation | 


is one thing, and a question of privilege is 
another. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Isthere objection | 
to the Senator from Nevada making a personal 
explanation in regard to the statement just 
read by him from the Globe? The Chair hears 
none; and the Senator from Nevada will pro- 


Mr. STEWART. I think it is due that J 
should make a statement so that it may be 
understood what this great Sutro tunnel is, | 
how it came into existence, wheat it is for, and 
all about it. I shall state it in 9 very few words. 
About the year 1864 there was a large amount 
of water near the surface in the Comstock lode, 
and there were various projects for draining 
this water and working the mines. It was 
thought when they got down deeper the water 
would not continue. Mr. Sutro proposed the 
tunnel project. . He called oti me and desired 
me to assist him in the project by giving him 
the use of my name to act as president of the 


|| 1867, there shall be expended f $400,000, and 
an the sum o AAJ, and 


: and by apparently responsible persons, at least the 

sum of $3,000,000 for the purpose of oarrying on and 
completing the: said tunnel snd the lateral drifts 
hereinafter mentioned; that of said sum atleast ten 
per cont, shall have been actually paid in cash ; that 

uring the first year in which the work shall be 
prosecuted, commencing on said lst day of August, 
upon or on account 


of the work not less t 
during each succeeding year thereafter, until the 
work shall be completed so as to drain the mine of 
the party of the second part within the meaning of 
this agreement, not less than the sum of $200,000." 


Article four provides: 


“Ifthe work shall not be commenced on 
the said day, and with said sum of $3, 
scribed and ten per cent. thereof actu 
cash, as hereinbefore provided, or if, after so com- 
mencing, the parties of the first partshall duringany 
year fail to expend on account of the work the sum 
of money hereinbefore agreed to be expended dur- 
ing such year, this agreement shall, at the option of 
the party of the second part, cease and determine, 
and thereafter be of no effect.’ 3 


After this agreement was made Mr. Sutro 
came to Washington and desired to have an 
act passed giving him the right of way, a place 
for his dumping pile, &c., so that he might 
induce capitalists to invest in his enterprise. 
I followed it out, and did as I had told him I 
would. I had told him I would assist him to 


company. Desiring to encourage him in any- 
thing he might undertake in that line, and think- 


the extent of my ability in accordance with 
the wishes of the miners. On the 25th of July, 
1866, an act was passed at my instance grant- 
ing him the right of way and certain privileges. 
¿In the third segtion of that act there is a pro- 


vision which has been very unfairly construed ; 


by Mr. Sutro. In drafting the bill, the pat- 
ents not having been at that time issued for 
the mine, the qnestion arose whether or not 
the successors of these companies would be 


or before | 
heat i 
ly paid in ; 


drifta hereinafter mentiqned, and put the | 


or remedied and the work resumed without : 
+ Ld * + * * + 


not own any of the property. Vast amounts of 
money had been expended on the property. It 
was one of the most productive properties in the 
United States. It has been producing for the 


lars a year. Much of it was worked at great 
. loss, it is true; many have lost fortunes, but 
' some have made a great deal of money. It 
has been the most productive mine discovered 
, inthe United States. It had then been worked 
‘for many.years. At the time these contracts 
: were entered into the stock in these mining 
, companies was held all over the United States, 
distributed everywhere. It was held in Bos- 
ton and New York and elsewhere. ‘The vari- 
ous mining companies on the Comstock lode 
had their stock on the market everywhere, and 
I was very careful to have the contract pro- 
cured in the first instance, and I intended to 
carry out the views of these parties. The 
third section of the act reads as follows: 
` “§x0..3. Andbe ttfurther enacted, That all persons, 
companies, or corporations owning claims pr mineg 
on said Comstock. lode, or any other lode, drained, 
` benefited, or developed by said tnonel, shall hold 
' their olaina subjeot to tas gondition wes sual be 
xpressed in any grant they may hercafter obtain 
from the United States) that they sh If contribute 
and pay to the owners of snid tunnel the same rate 
of charges fordrainage, or other benefits derived from 
said tunnel or its branches, as have been or may here- 
ter bo named in agreements between such owners 
and tho companies representing a majority of the 
estimated value of gaid Comstock lode at the time 
of the pasgago of thig act.” 
lt bound the successors to pay the rate named 
in the agreement; but there was no intention 


f | to exonerate Mr. Sutro from his part of the 


' obligation to construct the tunnel within tha 
' time preseribed, Suchan actas that would have 
been an act of -bad faith on my part. I had 
no right to extend theiz contracts, and I did 


wag put upon this‘act patil quite recently. The 
construction that he could. hold this forever, 


‘| and build the tunuel when he pleased, and have 


‘| to the date. 


| 
| not undertake to do-it.: . No such construction 
| 
I 
| 
| 


. the twa dollars’ royalty named in the contract 
i for each ton hag.been sprang recently. for 
speculative _purpases, as. Į- shall hereafter 


show. ake ; i : ; 

| ‘Lhe dispatch that Mr. FErRIs8S refers to was 
also read in the House, and J call attention 
The date ig vary important, It 
will, be seen by the contracts that he was to 
commence on the Ist of August, 1867. Ha 
did not commence then. He did nothing. 
Instead of boring the hillg he commenced to 
bore Congreas far a subsidy. of money to run 
a tunnel which everybody knew was absurd. 
I could not ask for that. I ahould have been 
laughed ont of the Senate if I had. He asked 
from Congress fivemilliong of money torun it. 
Instead of going to private capitalists he cama 
to Congress to ask them for. money. - Things 
passed gn; 1867 came, no tunnel was con- 
mencead, and by the winter of 1868 these com- 
panies had sunk down below the five-hundred 

foot level and below where the water was. - 
They found it. practicable to work without a 
tunnel, andthey went ta work spending large 
sums of money, getting additional engines and 
stronger ones, and started a project of building 
a railroad. Jt was found that large amounts 
of the ore are near the surface, and the project 
of a railroad was started. Mr. Sutro was in 
Washington boring Congress for an appropri 
ation of $5,000,000 to enable him to build this 
tunnel and gat this royalty out of the owners 
of the Comstock lode without putting any of 
{his own money in. In January, 1968, after 


1870. 


aeea 


the time had expired, this dispatch came to the 
Senators from Nevada: 
Virgisia, Nevaps, Jarwery 15, 1868. 
Reccived at Willard’s Hotel. Washington, D.C, 
January Iv, 1 . 
To Hon. WiıLLIau M. Stewart and Janes Ww. Nye: 
We are opposed, to the Salo tnanel project, and 
desire it defeated if PO Oe TAN SHARON, 
CHARLES BONNER, 
Superintendent Savage Compeny. 
B. F. SHERWOOD 
President Central Company. 
JOHN B. WINTERS 
President Yellow Jacket Company. 
JOHN P. JONES, 
Superintendent Kentuck Company. 
J. W. MACKEY, 
Superintendent Lullion Company. 
anitsi a TONAS TATY LOR: 
President 2 Superintendent Crown 
ve Poi at and Beat and Belcher Companies, 


F. A. TRITLE, 
President Belcher Company. 


ISAAC L. REQUA, 
Superintendent U' holier- Patosi Company. 
This dispatch came on after he had failed to/ 
comply with the law, and of course the repre- 
sentatives of that State here could not continue 
to aid Mr. Sutro in the way he desired. I in- 
troduced a bill in the Senate to rectify that 
third section so as to make it comply with the 


contracta, and let Mr. Satro stand on his con- ` 


tracts. 
I may be asked why it is important for me to | p P 
ti peaasi 80 largely for developing these mines. | 


make these statements and what the object is. 


Sutro’s tunnel is a proposition to ran four miles ` 


in hard rock. It will take a large number of 
years. You will see in the contracts they have 
made provision that there shall be at least seveh 
places they should work on. They were to 
sink thrée shafts and run from those and from 
the face, and should commence in 1867, All 


-this has been neglected. Now after they have - 


expended their money, after they have built 
their twenty-three miles of railroad, after the 
parties who own the mines have made every 
improvement and are doing something for the 
country, Mr. Sutro contends that if he ever 
gets the tunnel built he ean have his two dol- 
lars a ton royalty. The working on the Com- 
stock lode has got so that ore is got from the : 
top rock, which is not benefited by the tunnel, 
and it would not be profitable to work it and 
pay the royalty, so that he would have the whole 
thingin his control. | 

It must necessarily take a very long time to 
run this tunnel, working only from one end. : 
Consequently he has made a stock-jobbing 
operation of it. I make these statements so 
that nobody shall be fooled by my once having | 
been president of this company. 


years to run four miles of tunnel, working from 
one end only. He commenced last fall, and 
you see a dispatch almost every day in the 
papers that there are so many feetrun. He 
as Just sixty 

then he has a dirt drift without timber running | 
some hundreds of feet.: When he comes to the | 
rock he has got to make a regular tunnel. 
Sutro can get two dollars a ton on ail this vast 
amount of ore it will be a big thing. 
time the progress of the tunnel is telegraphed 


across the continent every poor fellow who has | 
a little stock in any of the companies on the | 


Comstock lode thinks that Sutro is going to. 
be in there and get his property. 
here is no necessity for modifying this law ` 
at all, except to prevent those who own shares ' 
in the companies on the Comstock lode in good | 
faith from being alarmed. You can imagine | 
how long it will taketo ran sucha tunnel. Take | 
the Hoosac tunnel in Massachusetts, working | 
from both ends, for eighteen or twenty years 
past, I suppose, and there is very little of it 
done. There area large number of stockhold: | 
ers in the mining companies on the Comstock |: 


D 


lode, the Gould and Curry Company, the Sav- |: 
age Company, the Yellow Jacket Company and || 
others, and I wish all their stockholders to see 


Everybody | 
must see that it is going to take a great many | 


feet of the tunnel proper, and ` 


If x 
| -vened in Florida M 


Every teen elected for twa 


that there is no danger in this business of Sutro. 
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He is not go 


there is some other interest to be looked to 


besides that of Sutro. He never producedany | 


bullion there. A great many miners there have 
-produced it and have made the country richer ; 
at he has not. It oecurred to me that it was 
time to make these statements when I saw 
-that a bill relating to another subject could 
not-come up yesterday without a proviso 
being offered declaring that it should not in- 
jure Sutro. 
to be made that Congress has recognized 
Sutro’s title and it will be telegraphed over 
the country, and poor people who own the 
stock in these mining companies will think 
Sutro is going to be in there soon and get 
their ground. 

Tn the first place, I do not believe as a mat- 
jter of law that if he should build his tunnel 
į now that section is capable of the construc- 

tion he puts upon it. I believe he has for- 
feited all his rights. I do not believe that he 
‘can compel them to pay the royalty of two 
dollars a ton under that act of Congress unless 
he complies with his part of the contract, and 
if he did, nobody would complain. If he had 
done that, there would have been no railroad 
- built, and there would not have been the 
money spent which has been recently ex- 


e has not done it, and I do not believe he 
‘can. [ make this statement more that people 
shall not be deceived about this project than 
anything else; and having done that, I do not 
tare if you put on every bill that comes up 
here a proviso that it shall not injure Sutro. 


SENATOR FROM FLORIDA. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. A week or two ago, 
perhaps, I reported from the Committee on 
- the Judiciary a resolution in reference to the 
claim of Mr. Hart to the seat in the Senate 
now occupied by Mr. Gilbert. That report 
has been lying on the table. 


Hart is here in attendance. 


be read; and unless it leads to debate—I do 
not know that it will at all; the facts are stated 
in the report—let it be disposed of so as not 
to be pending. It is a privileged question. 

The PRESIDING FFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection to taking up the case re- 
ferred to. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, 
submitted by Mr. TRUMBULL from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary on the 13th instant : 


The Committee on the Judiciary 
teferred the petition of Ossian B. fart, of Fiorida, 
claiming a seat in the Senate from the State of Flor- 
ida, for the term which commenced March 4, 186), 
report as follows: 

_ In consequence of the rebellion the State of Flor- 
ida was without representation in the Senate of the 
United States from 1861 till 1868. In pursuance of e 
` constitution framed and adopted under what are 
nown as the reconstruction acts a Legislature con- 
y, June 8, 1868, the mem- 
bers of the assembly and half. of the senate having 

years, and the other half of the 
; senate for four years, - : 

This Legislature, on the 16th day of June, 1868, 
being the second Tuesday after its meeting and 
ganization, procee ed, in accordance with the 
| of Congress of July 25, 

' and manner of holding elections for Senators in 
Congress,” te take action for the. election of two 
United States Senators to fill the then existing 
vacancies for the terms expiring on the 3d of March, 


day following that on which esch house had 


tor to 
adjourned till the next day, when they again assem- 


March 3, 1873, and adjourned without date. 


The resolution ; 
declares that Mr. Gilbert is entitled to the |! 
seat. I think it ought to be disposed of. Mr. :! 
I would ask that | 
it be tdken up, and let the report and resolution | 


1869, and the 3d of March, 1873.. On Wednesday, the | 


bled and elected a Senator for the term expiring - 


The next day (Friday) the members of the two : 


: houses, each house having previously concurred ina : 


resolution to that effect, assembled again in joint | 


convention for the election of a Senator to suecceed 
the one whose term would expireon the3d of March, 
1869, when Abijah Gilbert, the present sitting mem- 
ber, was elected. : 


to whom was | THONY in the chair.) 


| adopting the resolution reported by the Com- 


Į 
ing to get in his tunnel while they 
‘tive, and if the: mines continue to pay divi- inan 
: dends while they live they ought to be satisfied. | 


I have said this to show the Senate that | c 
i passage of the act of Juno 25, 1808, which declarod 
‘| 


The effect is to cause statements ` 


The petitioner was chosen by the samo Legislature 

in January, 1570, to reprosent the Stata in the Senato 
r the pons commencing March 4, 1869, and now 

claims the scat occupied by Mr. Gilbert. 

The elections in 1868 all took place before the 


lorida entitled to representation in Congress. 
_Two objections are taken to the election of the 
sitting member: 

1. That bo was chosen by tho Legislature of aStato 
not at the timo recognized as entitled to represcnta- 
tion in Congress; 

2. That ho was not elected in conformity with tho 
act of July 25, 1806. | 

The first objection is anawered by the fact that the 
subsequent recognition of tho State, as entitled to 
represoutation uuder the Constitution, in pursuance 
ot which the Legislature was elected and organized, 
related back to and made valid its acts from the 
time of its organization. Senators and Representa- 
tives from soveral of the reconstructed States have 
been chosen before tho States wore declared cutithed 
to representation, and no one has ever questioned 
their right to seats when Congress subsequently 
recognized the government undor which they were 
chosen as entitled to representation. . 

Tho only ground for the other objection arises from 
the fret that the Legislature failed to takeaction on 
tho “second Tuesday after its organization’ in ro- 
gard to the third Senator who was to bo elected; but 
it took action on thosubjeect of electing Senators, and 
actually voted, though unsuccessfully, on thatday for 
persons to fill tho two cxisting vacancies, 

The abject of the act of Congress was ta insure tho 
election of Senators by the proper Legislature, und 
tofixa time when proceedings for that purpose should 
be commenced and continued till the clections were 
effected. 

Tho Legislature by which the sitting member was 
elected was the one chosen next preceding the term 
which would commence on thedth of March, 1809, 
and was therefore the proper Legislature to eleet. 


‘The second Lucsday after the meeting aud organ- 


ization of the Legislature” was tho time prescribed 
‘by the act of Congress for initiating the election of 


' Senators, and that was the time when tho Legisla- 


ture proceeded to that business. ‘Chere being threo 


'. Senators to elect, it took action on that day only in 
reference to two of them, 
! action on that day and the two subsequent 


Did its failuro to tako 
aysam 
which wero occupied in electing the first twp Sin- 
ators—in reference to tho third Senator render his 
election, in all other respects, regular, invalid? 
Thecommittee think not. | 

The language of the law is; ‘In caso no person 
shall receive auch majority on the first day the joint 


: assembly shall meet at twolve o'clock, meridian, of 


| lature, and take at loast one vote till aSenator 
! be elected.” 


each succeeding day during tho session of the Legis 
Bu. 
day to 


No formal adjournment from 


| day by vote of the joint assembly wag necessary, but 


it was the duty of the members of each House to 
meet in joint assembly at noon of each day, and yote 
at least once till ull tho Senators whom the Legisla- 
ture had the right to elect were chosen. This is 
exactly what the Legislature did. 4 A 

In no view which the committee can tako would 


| the petitioner be entitled to a seat in the Senate, for, 


. of the committee be adopted. 


if the election of the sitting Senator was irregular, 
that of the petitioner, by the same Legislature at a 
subsequent session, was equa ly 80. 
,. Thecommittee recommend for adoption the follow- 
ing resolution : - , 

esolved, That Abijah Gilbert was duly elected a 
Sonator from the State of Florida for tho term om- 
menacing March 4, 1869, and is entitled to hold his 


seat as such. i 


Mr. ROBERTSON. I move thatthe report 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Av- 
The question is on 


' mittee. 


+ 


69, the time of the Senate more than 
rei 

act |: 
1866, “regulating the times ` 


' wishes to debate it at len 


sep- -| 
arately but without result voted for Senators to Fn , at length. 


the two existing vacancies, the members of the two | 
houses convened in joint assembly, elected a Bena- : 
fill the vacancy expiring March 3, 1869, and ` 


‘Mc. HOWE. Mr. President, my attention 
has been called to this report—— ; 
The PHESIDING OFFICER. The hour 
of one o'clock having arrived; it becomes the 
duty of the Chair to call up the regular order, 
whith is the Calendar. ; 
Mr. HOWE. Ido not propose to occupy 
i a very few 
tiinates, x 
Mr, TRUMBULL. I think we had better 
dispose of this question, unless somebody 
gth. Ifso, of course 
it had better go over, ` 
Mr. HOWE. I do not wish to debate it 


. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Wisconsin may proceed by unanimous 
cousent, subject to the objection of any Senator. 
Mr. SCOTT. If the Senator does not desire 
to debate it at length I will not make a-state- 
ment which I was requested to make by the 
Senator from Florida, (Mr. GILBERT; ] not now 
in his seat, in case it did give rise to debate. 
Mr. HOWE. I do not rise for the purpose 
of taking any exception to the report of the 
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committee. My own conclusion is that the 
report is correct; but I have been requested 
by the claimant to present and to have read a 
very brief statement of his upon the questions 
involved in this controversy, and I think it is 
perfectly right to have that read. I will send 
it to the desk. 


; Calendar by unanimous consent yesterday. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Let that be read, and I ` 


presume we can then vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The paper 
will be read if there be no objection. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Last argument of O. B. Hart, April 20, 1870. 

When inthe Legislature of a State it is proposed 
to hold an election for Senator in Congress the first 
proceeding should be to ascertain what are the re- 
quirements of the law upon the subject. When the 
senatorial clections now in question wero held there 
was and still ia but ono law governing them, to wit, 
the act of Congress *' to regulate the times and man- 
ner of holding elections of Senators in Congress,” 
approved July 25, 1806. 

tho election is to be hold for the purpose of fill- 

` ing a vacancy the authority is to be found in the 
second section of the law, which directs, among other 
things, that the manner 
tion for theelection of a 
be pursued. | ie 

Ifthe election is to be fora full term the inquiry 
should be whether it is the proper Legislature or not, 
for that is the first requirement of the law. It must 
be “tho Legislature chosen next preceding the ex- 
piration of the time for which any person had_been 
clected to represent said State in Congress,” If it is 
not such a Legislature, it has no authority of law to 
elect a Senator for a full term. ‘ 

In all those glorious States where secessionists had 
no control and could not precipitate the loyal people 
into rebellion, where regular sessions of their Legis- 
Jatures have not been interrupted, it has all thetime, 
since the enactment of said law, happened that when 
there was to be an election of a Senator for full 
term the Legislatures were such as had been ** chosen 
next preceeding the expiration of the times for which 

ersons bad been elected to represent said States in 
Congrese,” and there no question like this has arisen. 
The peculiar position into which Florida had been 
dragged by the secessionists placed her precisely in 
that condition, to wit, that when the Legislature of 
1868 was chosen there was no senatorial term ‘for 
which any person had been elected to represent said 
State in cael and hence that Legislature did 
not and could not possess the authority given by said 
law to elect a Senator for a fall term, but could act 
only under the authority given in the second section 
of said law, to elect to fill vacancies, ; 

It is beyond reasonable question that when onsaid 
second Tuesday it undertook to elect the said two 
Senators for the vacancies it had no belief that it 
could elect one fora full term. Theattempt on Fri- 
day to do so was the result wholly of an understand- 
ing perfected after the said Tuesday, as can be seen 
by a careful reading of the journals. (See the reso- 
lutions of June 19, 1868, which show the formation of 
a new joint Assembly, not determined on until that 


enator fora full term shall 


day.) And yet, moved and instigated by influences . 


then deemed satisfactory, it concluded at last to take 
thestep; hastily formed another and newjoint Assem- 
bly without even on that day voting in either house 
for a Senator for the full term, bat only in the joint 
Assembly, and thus gave Mr. Gilbert a majority of the 
votes; who, upon the certificate of the Governor, 
there being no one here to then object, was admitted. 

At the next session an effort was made, under very 
inflaential representations in writing, to hold another 
election, and it was defeated by an extraordinary 
measure in one of the Houses, 

Atthe last session the Legislature was more suc- 
cessful in electing a Senator according to law, as is 
geen in my petition and the certificates of the Gov- 


Mr. HOWE. I simply rise to say that while 
my own judgment is in accordance with that 
to which the Committee on the Judiciary have 
given expression, I wish to suggest tothe chair- 


man of that committee if there be not an ` 
| very beneficial. 


ambiguity in the existing law which might 
rofitably be corrected. It seems that the 


gislature of one State has been betrayed into i 


a mistake, betrayed into an attempt to elect a 


Senator where there was no vacancy, and it | 
law | 


suggests the possibility that the existin 
might be more accurately stated thanitis. I 
only wake the suggestion for the consideration 
of the committee. 

Mr, TRUMBULL. Perhaps that may be so. 
Practice often shows that laws are not perfect. 

Mr. POMEROY. That question is not 
involved in this case. 5 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the adoption of the resolution re- 
ported by the committee, declaring Mr. GIL- 
Beat duly elected. 

. The resolution was adopted. 


. is amendatory was passed, and that allowed . 


i 


rescribed in the first sec- . 


` mountains. 
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MINING OLAIMS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Calen- 
dar is now in order. The first bill to be con- 
sidered to-day is House bill No. 562, which 
was ordered to be placed at the head of the 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
No. 562) to amend ‘‘ An act granting the right 
of way to ditch and canal owners over the 
public lands, and for other purposes.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There.is an 


amendment pending, offered by the Senator | 


from Illinois, [Mr. TRUMBULL. } 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be read. 
The Secretary read the amendment; which 


was to insert at the end of the thirteenth sec- . 


tion the following: 


Nor to repeal, impair, or in any way affect the pro- 


visions of the act granting to A. Sutro the right of way 
and other privileges, to aid in the construction of a 
draining and exploring tunne! to the Comstock lodo 
in the State of Nevada, approved July 25, 1868. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Ithink that amendment 
which I offered, instead of coming in at the end 
of the thirteenth section, should.come in at the 
end of the bill, and be changed so as to read: 
“That nothing in this act contained shall be 
construed to repeal,’’ &c. Let the Secretary 
alter the wording of it in that way. 

Mr. STEWART. I wish simply to make a 
remark. Ihave told the Senate what the Sutro 
tunnel is, and I give notice that it is going to 
take, with rapid progress, fifteen years; with 
ordinary progress thirty.years; and with Su- 
tro’s. progress, one hundred and fifty years; 
that is if the law should be held valid on his 
construction, that he is not compelled to com- 
ply on his part, but others must comply with 
their contract and Congress will not rectify it. 
I think I have given notice to those who own 


stock in New York, Boston, or elsewhere in | 
` these great mines, th 


at they need not appre- 
hend any danger from Sutro; that his boring 
is in Congress, and not inthe rock. He bores 


Congress, and there is where he tunnels. They i 


need not be afraid of his tunneling rocks or 
I am entirely satisfied that his 
boring is all here. He has bored me for the 
last five years. I tried to be a friend of his 
as long as he acted with any sort of respect 
to the rights of others. But in justification of 
myself, after what has been stated, I wish to 
make a further remark. This is a House bill. 
It is a very beneficial bill, a very good bill, 


and it does not relate to the same subject-matter |, 


as the Sutro tunnel. The Sutro act gave him 
the right of way and the right to a royalty in 
certain mines on the Comstock lode, and was 
passed on the 25th day of July, 1866. Onthe 
following day, the general act to which this 


owners of quartz veins to obtain a patent. We 


extended the preémption system to quartz : 
ernor accompanying it,and by the legislativejournals. | veins. 


| extended history of the way these titles had 


At that time I undertook to give an 


grownup. The act proposed to extend the prin- 
ciple of the preémption laws to quartz veins. 


| I wish to say to the Senate that that act has 
' been in operation now four years, and so far 


4 
j: 


as quartz veins are concerned it has proved 


extend it to placer mines, There was a diffi- 
calty at that time in extending it to placer 
mines, so as to give homes to those who have 
worked att the diggings of the foot hills of 
California and elsewhere where there were 
placer mines. 
cannot prosper for that reason. . They have 
got little orchards and little homes, and we 
want them to get title to their property. They 
have a placer mine where they can work a 
little in the winter, perhaps get a few dollars 
to keep along, and then they have a little 
orchard and they want one hundred and sixty 
acres of this land. Now, for the purpose of 
allowing them to get these homes the bill 
extends the principle of preémption to these 
worn out placer diggings. That is the object 
of the bill, 


The purpose of this bill is to | 


They got no title, and they |: 


April 28, 


The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The question 
ig on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Illinois. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. COLE. I wish to move an amendment 

i to the second section of the bill, or section 

| twelve of the amended act, as it is numbered, 

| by striking out in line seventeen ‘‘one hun- 

i dred and sixty” and inserting ‘‘ten;’’ and 

' then at the commencement of line eighteen 

i inserting “at that rate for any ;’’ so that the 
proviso will read: 

And provided further, That no location of a placer 

|, claim hereattor made shall exceed ten acres for any 


one person, or at that rate for any association of 
persons. 


Mr. STEWART. I hope that amendment 
į will not prevail, because then the bill would be 
no relief at all. Many of the little gardens 
that they want to takein connection with mineg 
` are more than that. There is no reason why 
it should not be one handred and sixty acres, 

the same as is given to other people. I hope 
_the Senator will not press that amendment. 

The bill will be useless if it is adopted. 

. Mr. COLE. This bill isan amendment to a 
- bill which was passed —— 
` Mr. POMEROY. If the Senator desires to 
discuss the bill I think it had better go over. I 
consented to its being taken up with the under- 
standing that it should not be discussed. 
Mr. COLE. I should like to explain my 
amendment, 
Mr. POMEROY. Does the Senator desire 
to pass the bill? 
Mr. COLE. 
passage. 
amended. 
Mr. POMEROY. And not without? 
Mr. COLE. And not without. 
Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from Nevada 
i does not want it with the amendment. I think 
i it had better be passed over. 
| Mr.. STEWART. We can vote on these 
amendments, IE 
© Mr. POMEROY. But we are. proceeding 
by unanimous consent with the Calendar now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Kansas object to the farther con- 
+ sideration of the bill? 
| Mr. POMEROY. I will not object to voting, 
. but we cannot stop to discuss a bill at length. 
| Mr. THAYER. I suggest that the Senator 

from California be allowed a few moments to 
| explain his amendments. 

Mr. POMEROY. Very well. 

Mr. COLE. - This is a bill purporting to be 
_an amendment or rather an addition to a bill 
that was passed in 1866 of the same title as 
the one described in the one now before the 
Senate. That bill related mainly to quartz 
. lodes in the mines of the different States and 
Territories, not only lodes of gold and silver, 
` but also of copper and cinnabar, and was iu- 
i tended to enable persons who had possession 
i of such mines to obtain titles for their pos- 
| sessions. That bill restricted the operation of 
' the law for all time. to follow its passage in 
, the amount that might be taken up by anyone 
|: person or by an association of persons. As 
i| will be seen by a reference tothe law, it re- 
| stricted the amount upon any lode or vein that 
|, could be taken by any one person to two hun- 
:| dred feet; and with an additional two hundred 
| feet to the discoverer of the mine, and it re- 
stricted associations, no-matter how numer- 
ous the members of them might be, to three 
thousand feet. That amount is small com- 
pared with the amount that is covered by my 
amendment. I propose to restrict the amount 
|| that may.be taken in any placer mine ta ten 
| acres, which in my judgment. is a very large 
amount to award to any one person in the 
mining regions, of mining ground, for we are 
| speaking and legislating about mines, and not 
| about agricultural lands. ere 

The bill as it now stands, and without the 
amendment, allows one person to take one 
hundred and sixty acres of mining ground at 


I have no objection to its 
I am for it if it can be properly 


i 
| 
i 


it 


1870. 
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$2 50 per acre. The result of it will be to 


throw the mining lands of California into the 


hands of moneyed men and speculators to the |! 


xclusion of what may be termed, as they often 
te termed, honest miners. That will be the 
operation of it unquestionably. This of course 
is a thing to be avoided. It is desirable, to be 
sure, that persons shall obtain title to their 
mines. I concede that the object of the bill so 
far is good; but to allow a single person to 
take such a large scope of mining territory as 
one hundred and sixty acres is certainly a thing 
not contemplated by those who are engaged in 
mining in my State at present. 

Mr. POMEROY. [agree with the Senator 
in his amendment. I can see reasons for it, 
Iam sure; but as this discussion is likely to 
last for some time. I think I shall object to the 
further consideration of the bill. I do not 
object to the Senator’s amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kansas objects to the further considera- 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes, sir, on account of 
the discussion to which it is giving rise. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
bil in order is the bill No. 630 in the order 
of business, which was placed at the head of 
the Calendar yesterday by unanimous consent. 

Mr. STEWART. i hope the Senator from 
Kansas will allow this mining bill to be pro- 
ceeded with. It is simply extending the prin- 
ciple of preémption to a region of country that 
is rendered desolate for want of title. The 
bill has certainly been thoroughly matured. 

Mr. POMEROY. Does the Senator from 
Nevada object to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from California? 

Mr. STEWART. Certainly Ido. The bill 


would not be of any benefit with that amend- - 


ment. 

Mr. POMEROY. I presume the Senator 
wants to reply, and it will take all day to dis- 
cuss it. 

Mr. STEWART. No, I do not wish to reply. 

Mr. COLE. If the bill is objected to, of 
course it must go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
objected to. 

NAVAL PROMOTIONS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


resumed the consideration of the joint reso- 
lation (S. R. No. 163) for the relief of certain 
officers of the Navy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
resolution will be read as amended: yester- 


y. 
The Secretary read the joint resolution, as 
amended, as follows: 


_ Beit resolved, &c., That the Secretary of the Navy 
is hereby authorized to organize a board of three 
officers, not below the grado of rear admiral, who 
shall examine into the eases of such officers as may 
deem themselves unjustly passed over by promotions 
made in conformity with the act of Congress ap- 
proved July 25, 1866; which board shall report their 
conclusions to the Secretary of the Navy, who shall 
report the same to Congress. 


Src. 2. And be it further resolved, Thatofficers who || 
have been promoted in pursuance of the ninth sec- 
tion of the act to amend certain acts in relation to | 


the Navy, passed March 2, 1367, shall be entitled to 


receive, from the date of such promotion, the same | 


pay when not on active duty that they were, at the 
time of being so promoted, entitled to when not on 
such daty, under the laws then in force regulating 
the pay of officers of the retired and reserved lists 
of the Navy, and the said ninth section of said act is 
hereby repealed. : 


Mr. SPENCER. I objected to this joint res- |: 
olution last night, but on investigation I find I | 
have no objection to it provided an amendment | 


be adopted which I send to the Chair. 
The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to add at the end of the second section the 
_ following proviso: 


Provided, That no claim for arrears of pay shall 
be allowed by this resolution. i cts 


Mr. HAMLIN. That is right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CRAGIN. I expect to be absent from 
the Senate to-day and to-morrow, and I am 
* quite anxious to pass a bill for the relief of — 


Several SENATORS. Let us dispose of this 
resolution first. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I think there is one. other 


ation of the committee. I ask the Secretary to 
read the firet two or three lines of the resolu- 
tion. 

The Secretary read as follows : 


That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby author- 
ized to organize a board of three officers, not below 
the grade of rear admiral—— 


in their own action.’ ‘This should be a board 
who in their position shall not act on their own 
cases. ‘That is the point I want to make. 


amendment which ought to. be adopted in this | 
resolution, and I shall submit it to the consider- © 


| Mr. POMEROY. I am willing to take a 
| vote on the amendment. 
| Mr. DRAKE. But how can the Senator 
! understand why the Senate should reject an 
amendment in the Senate which was adopted 
. in Committee of the Whole, unless I can have 
three minutes to explain it? 

Mr. POMEROY. Yon can have five. 

Mr. DRAKE. On the 2d of March, 1867, 
Congress passed an.act for the reorganization 


. of the Navy, by the ninth section of which it 
' was provided— 

Mr. HAMLIN. That willdo. I suggest to 
insert there ‘‘ who shall in no way be interested | 


Mr. NYE. The scope of the joint resolu- . 


tion itself would reach that. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Are the officers who are to 
appear before this board all below that grade? . 


fr. NYE. Yes, sir. , 


Mr. HAMLIN. Very well. Thentheamend- | 


ment is unnecessary. : 

The joint resolution was 
Senate as amended. 

Mr. DRAKE. I was out of the Chamber 
at the moment this joint resolution was called 

:, up. I hope the Senate will not concur in the 
i| amendment to the second section which was 
‘| inserted in committee. 

i| The PRESIDING OFFICER. With the 
|i consent of the Senator from Missouri the Chair 
|| will put the question on concurring in the 
i; amendments not excepted to, omitting the one 

to which the Senator objects. 

The amendments not excepted to were 
curred in. 

Mr. DRAKE. The proviso which has been 
attached to the second section of this joint res- 
olution is one of the most manifestly unjust 
character that the Senate could under any cir- 
cumstances be induced to make itself a party 
to. I should be very glad, indeed, if in a mat- 
ter of this kind, which is a mere matter of jus- 
tice, I could get the attention of Senators suffi- 

: ciently to enable them to understand the point 
that is in it upon a very brief statement of 
: facts. 

In the Fortieth Congress Commodore Oscar 
Bullus, of the Navy, a veteran officer of the 
retired list, sent a petition to Congress asking 

` for relief from a most unjust aud oppressive aet 
l! of Congress operating in his case. 
` mittee on Naval Affairs examined the matter 
i! with the. utmost care, and finding that his re- 
|: quest was meritorious, and that several other 
|! officers in the Navy on the retired list were in 


reported ta the 


con- 


i! exactly the same position that he was, they - 


' reported a bill of the substance of the second sec- 
‘ tion of this resolution ; but afterward, instead 
|| of presenting that bill separately by itself, they 
" put the bill as a provision in another bill which 
‘| was subsequently reported, and in which it 
| passed the Senate. 


Now, sir, I wish to state in a very few words 


rovision is one of most manifest injustice, then 

et the provisio be adopted. 

Mr. POMEROY. Does the proviso relate 
to all the cases? 

Mr. DRAKE. The proviso cuts off all the 
cases that would come under the second section. 

Mr. POMEROY. If it is to be debated I 
, desire to object to the bill. l 
|, Mr. DRAKE. Well, Mr. President, let gen- 
, tlemen object if they please, and throw a mer- 
‘ itorious and righteous bill overboard when it is 
in the very act of its passage ; if they choose 
| to do so. 


The Com- ': 


That bill went over to the | 


the facts with regard to this class of officers, of. : 
| whom there are some four or five; and if [ « 
cannot make it appear to the Senate that this | 


{ 


:* That officers on the retired and resorved lists of 
the Navy shall be entitled to promotion as their 
soveral dates on the activo Jist are promoted; but 
such promotion shall notentitlethem to any pay be- 
yond that towhich they were entitlod when retired, 
unless upon active duty, when they shall receive the 
full pay of their respective grades.” 


They shall not be entitled to any pay ‘‘ be- 
yond that to which they were entitled when 
retired.” Mark that point in the case. Per- 
haps I can explain the matter better and in 
shorter time by reading the report of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs on the petition of 
Commodore Bullus: 


The case of the petitioner is one of several similar 
in kind existing in the Navy, growing dut of the 
terms of the ninth section of the act to amend cer- 
tain acts in relation to the Navy, passed March 2, 

. 1867, hereinafter set forth. The facts of his case, in 
a connection with the legislation of Congress, are as 
|| follows: ; c 
ii On the 28th of February, 1855, the act to promote 
i: the efficiency of the Navy was passed, authorizing 
i the placing upon the reserved list of such officers as 
might, by the board required under that act to be 
‘= constituted, be “found incapable of performing the 
l! duties of their respective offices, ranks, or grades.”’ 

i Among the officers placed on the reserved list by 
|| the action of that board was the petitioner, the cause 

ii being a lameness resulting from an accident which 
!i befelt him when on duty at sea in the year 1821; 
which, howover, had not before the passage of the 
act last mentioned been deemed sufficient to prevent 
his performing active service in all the grades of the 
Navy, up to that of commander, in which he was at 
the time of the passage of that act. The date of his 
retirement from the active list was September 13, 


By the second section of the act of February, 1855, 
it was provided that officers placed on tho reserve 
: list should reccive the leave of absenco pay, or the 
' furlough pay, to which they might be entitled when 

so placed. At the time the petitioner was placed on 

the reserved list the leave of absence pay of a com- 
: mander was $1,800 per annum, and so remained until 
, the passage of the act to establish and equalize the 
grade of line officers of the United States Navy, July 
16, 1862, by which it was fixed at $1,400. 

Previous to the passage of this act, namely, on the 
11th of July, 1862, Commander Bullus was promoted 
to captain on the reserved list, his pay still remain- 
ing at $1,800 until it was reduced to $1,600 by that act. 
’ At this last-named figure it would still be but, for 
, the ninth section of the act of March 2, 1867, which 
' provides as follows: * That officers on the retired 

and reserved lists of the Navy shall be entitled to 
` promotion as their several dates upon the active list 
; are promoted; but such promotion shall not entitle 
' them to any pay beyond that to which they were 

entitled when retired, unless upon active duty, when 
they shall receive the full pay of their respective 
grades. 

Under this section Captain Bullus was promoted to 
‘the rank of commodore on the reserved list, but, 

singular enough, not only with no increase, but with 
| a reduction of his pay. | 
Were that section strictly construed he would be 
' entitled to the pay of a commander, as it stood when 
he was retired, in 1855, which, as before stated, was 
$1,800. Bat it is held by the Navy Department that 
the several acts referred to are to be so construed as 
p give him only the pay of a commander, as fixed 
by the act of July 16, 1862, to wit, $1,400. The result 
is, that though he has received for nearly five years 
` the pay of a captain, $1,600, and was promoted from 
that to the next higher grade, the effect of that pro- 
motion, under the rule laid down by the Navy De- 
partment, is to cut him down to the pay of a com- 
mander, $1,400. We are unable to see any justice or 
propriety in this, but,on the contrary, great injus- 
tice to a veteran and worthy officer. 
This singular state of things is owing to the lan- 
H guago of the above-quoted section of the act of 
| March 2, 1867, which limited the pay of these officers 
| tothat which they were allowed ‘’ when retired,” re- 
| pardless of the fact that they had, in the mean time, 
; been promoted to and received the pay of a higher 
|l 


grade. . 
The committee are of the opinion that this should 
i not be continued. Mere justice to Commodore 


li Bullus, and other officers in the same position in 


| regard to this matter, seems to us to demand that 
| their pay should remain at least as it was when 


|| they were promoted under the act of March 2, 1867, 


: and not be reduced to what it was when they were 
i retired, in a lower grade than that from which they 


: Were promoted under that act. ; ; 

| To carry out that view, the committee herewith 
report a bill applicable to all such cases, and respect- 

i fully recommend its passage, 
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It will be seen from the report that the pro- 
motion of Commodore Bullus to the rank of 
commodore on the retired list costs him $200 
a year, docks his pay $200 a year. This sec- 
ond section is only intended to allow him to. 
retain the same pay that he had when he was 
promoted. It does not adda dollar to his pay, 
but only lets him keep on at the pay he was 


receiving when he was promoted instead of by — 


his promotion cutting him off $200 a year. 
Now, the amendment of the Senator from Ala- 
bama provides that he shall not receive any 
back pay for two, or three, or four years. You 


have cut down his pay $200 by making him a’ 


commodore, and now the Senator from Ala- 
bama wishes that we shall not give him that 
money. We are to give it to him hereafter, 
but are not to give him his back pay. A more 
manifest injastice could not possibly be done 


by the Government to a meritorious and brave | 


officer. 

Mr. SPENCER. The amendment offered 
by the Senator from Missouri, which was 
adopted, and to which my amendment was 
made, repeals section nine of the act of March 
2, 1867. Section nine of the act of March 2, 
1867, reads as follows: 

“And be it farther enaeted, That officers on the 
retired and reserved lists of the Navy shall be enti- 
ted to promotion as their several dates upon tho 
active listare promoted; butsuch promotion shall not 
entitle them to any pay beyond that to which they 
wero entitled when retired, uuless upon active duty, 
when they shall receive the full pay of their respect- 
ive grades: Provideri, That no promotion shail be 
made to the grado of rear admiral upon the retired 
list while there shalt be in that grado the full num- 
ber allowed by law.” a 

The amendment of the Senator froni Mis- 
souri repeals that section, and I am informed, 
I may say officially; from officers of the Navy 
Department, that that amendment will cost 
the Government about fifty thousand dollars. | 
If it only affects four or five officers, as the | 
Senator from Missouri says, I am not opposed 


to it. 
Mr. DRAKE. I investigated the matter 
before the report was made in the Fortieth 


Congress, and every word I have stated to the | 


Senate I found out upon examination, atd the 

Naval Committee so reported. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

question will be on concarring in the amend- 


ment of the Senator from Alabama to the | 


amendment of the Senator from Missouri. 
The amendment to the amendment was norni- 
concurred in. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- | 


tion now is on concurring in the original 
amendment. 

Mr. BOREMAN. 
I should like to hear it read. 

The Secretary read the amend 


ment, as fol- 
lows: cs 


And beit further resoleed, That officers who have 
been promoted in pursuance of the ninth section of | 
the act to amend certain acts in relation tothe Navy, | 


rom the date of such promotion, thesame pay when 
not on active duty that they were, at the time of be- i 
ing so promoted, entitled to when not on such duty 
under the laws then in force regulating the pay of 
officers of the retired and reserved lists of the Navy; 
and the said ninth section of said act is. hereby 
repealed. . 


assed March 2, 1867, shall be entitled to receive, j 
| 


The first H 


What is that amendment? | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


cake must go over. If every Senator will feel 
disposed to stop short after explaining ‘his 
amendment, he can get a vote oni his bill. 
Mr. POMEROY. I desire to say, as Ihave 
objected to several bills, that I do-not object 
i to a vote being taken ; but if any speeches are 
‘hereafter to be made I shall object to every 
. one during the day. 
Mr. THAYER. I agree with the Senator. 


I do not object to a vote being taken; but if | 


Senators will take up so much time in talking 
I shall object to the bills. 
Mr. DRAKE. I beg leave-to say in regard 


than was absolutely necessary to explain the 
pfoposition, and no gentleman has a right to 
timate that I have done any otherwise. If 
ntlemen choose to object to bills because of 
t, let them do so. 
‘he title of the bill (S. No. 716) to provide 
or the better security of life on board of ves- 
sels propelled in whole or in part by steam, 
and for other purposes, was announced. 
Mr. POMEROY. ‘That is'a very long bill. 
Mr. CHANDLER. It is all right. There 
will be no debate upon it. . 


The Seorrvary read the bill; and it was - 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. McDONALD. 
to insert in section eleven, line seventy-seven, 
after the word ‘‘steam:" —— ' 

Steam and water resisters that will correctly 
record. each excess of steam carried abova.tho pre- 
scribed limit and tho highest point attaincd, and 
each deficiency of water below tho prescribed limit 
and the lowest point reactied, which shall be taken 
wholly from the control of all persons engaged in 
navigating said vessel and secured by the inspectors. 


“Mr. CHANDLER. I have no objection. 
The amendment was. agreed to. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I wish to submit an amend- | 


ment to which I think. the chairman of the 


i committee having the bill in charge will con- ` 


| sent, to insert before the word ‘‘ provided,” in 
section ten, line seveh, in the regulations with 
regard to river steamers, ‘‘and shall be pro- 
vided with commodious stairways, in addition 
to the others, from the saloon deck to the main 
deck at or near the stern of the vessel.’’ 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ihave no objection. 


| of passengers in case of fire. 
` Mr. COLE: I suppose that amendment will 
|, apply to vessels hereafter built, and not to those 
`: in existence now? . 

i| «Mr. RAMSEY. Ofcourse. ; 
_ Mr. CHANDLER. You may put in “ ves- 
' gels hereafter built.’’ 
_ to river navigation. 

Mr. RAMSEY. 

with the bill; but there is really no reason why 
it should be confined to those hereafter built. 
The protection should commence immediately. 


apply to those boats hereafter constructed. 
Mr. RAMSEY. The thairman consents to 


to that matter that I have taken no more time ` 


I offer an amendment , 


Mr. RAMSEY. It isto provide for the exit || 


It is intended to apply | 


I do not wish to interfere : 


Mr. COLE. I-am not particular abont it, | 
of course, but I supposed it was intended to | 


| the amendment as it is, and I hope the Senator | 
| from California will-withdraw his opposition. |, 


The amendment was coneurred in. s 4 


The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third readi 
time, and passed, 

GENERAL BTEAMBOAT LAW. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first bill : 
on the Calendar after the point where the call , 
of the Calendar ceased yesterday is Senate bill .. 


No. 716. 
Mr. THAYER. With the indulgence of the 


‘Senate, I desire to remark at this point that if | 


Senators will cireumseribe their remarks within 
very brief limits Í am willing that any Senator 
‘shail have an opportunity to explain any athend- 
ment he may offer; but if so much time is to 
be occupied on one amendment as has been 
taken up on, three tills thig morning by three 
Senators I shall feel bound to object, and the 


The amendment was agreed, to. ; 


Mr. THAYER. Isubmitthe followitig pro- 
viko, to come in after line thirty-six of section 


pf 


| 
| 


April 28, 


| Mr. THAYER. I will so modify it. 
| Nr. CHANDLER. I have no objection to 
it, then. 
| "Mr. WILLIAMS. Ihave not examined this 
|; bill, but have relied upon the examination given 
; toit by the Committeeon Commerce. Iam will- 
ing to tako the bill as it comes from the com- 
mittee, but I think it is very unsafe to thrust 
intoa billof this description these amendments 
that have not been considered by any commit- 
tee or by-any persons who understand the con- 
struction of ships and the mode of managing 
them. If the bill can be passed as it came 
from the committee I shall be content; but 
unless these amendments have been considered 
: I should be very reluctant to see them attached 
‘to the bill. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I should prefer to pass 
the bill as it came from the committee; yet 
the amendments that have been offered thus 
tar are not objectionable in themselves, nor 
is this one offered by the Senator from Ne- 
braska, if it applies to vessels of five hundred 
tons, so as not to compel little ships that never 
go to sea to be provided with these pumps. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Has it been considered 
by the committee? 

Mr. CHANDLER. All these propositions 
have been before the committee. 

Mr. THAYER, This is an additional pro- 
tection for the lives of passengers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion ison the amendment of the Senator irom 
Nebraska as modified. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know upon 
|. what principe exactly the compensation of the 
l| officers of the local boards of inspectors is reg- 
ulated; but it seems to me that it is not cor- 
i! rect as it is. Itis provided that ‘each local 
inspector of the several districts respectively, 
‘| shall be paid annually, under the direction of 
i, the Secretary of the Treasury, the following 
, compensation, to wit: one inspector of hulls 
i and one inspector of boilers for the district of 
| New York and New Orleans, $2,200 each.” 
| That may be correct. I have nothing to say 
about the sums paid, except that I do not like 
{| the proportions— 
For the districts of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Buf- 
' falo, St. Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, and 
i San Francisco, $2,000 each; forthe districts of Boston, 
| Detroit, Chicago, and Galena, $1,800 each. s 
I am quite sure there must be as much busi- 
| ness for these officers to do at Chicago as there 
; is at Pittsburg, or Louisville, or Cincinnati, or 
' Buffalo; and it seems to me if the salary is 
: to be put at $2,000 at Pittsburg and Louis- 
ville, it should be $2,000 at Chicago; or rather 
if $1,800 is enough for Chicago, I think $1,800 
is enough for Pittsburg, and I will make my 
; Motion in that way to amend the bill by strik- 
ing out the words ‘$2,000 each,” and the 
words ‘‘for the districts of,’’ in lines sixteen 
and seventeen of section sixty-two; and then 
“| it will read: 

For the districts of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Baf- 
falo, St. Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, San 
Francisco, Boston, Detroit, Chicago, and Galena, 
$1,800 each. 

I am sure if $1,800 is enough at Chicago, 
Detroit, and Boston, it is enough at Pittsburg, 
Louisville, and Cincinnati. - 


la 
li 
1 


ng; was read the third ` 


. three: 
Provided, That evety sea-going steam-vessel of 
| óver two hundred tons, engaged or employed in 
' garrying Lr or freight, shall. be provided in 
its equipment for the purpose of exhausting water 
from the hold of such vessel in-case of leak or other- 
wise, with double-acting pumps, centrifugal pumps, 
or double-suction stedm-siphons, in either case to 
be operated by steam and independent of the ma- 
chinety of the vessel in case said machinery should 
become disabled. Said pumps of siphons shall be 
constructed. of suitable material and properly at- 
tached to the vessel, and shall be of sufficient capa- 
city to etiploy atloast one fourth of the steam-power 
:, pf the boilers of such steam-vessel. 


| Mr. CHANDLER.: I would suggest to the 
|; Senator from Nebraska that he say ‘‘ five hun- 
|; dred tons’!. instead of ‘two hundred tons.”’ 
| There are no vessels navigating the Atlantic 

of less than five hundred tons. [do notobject 
Íl to the amendment. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I would say to the Senator 
` from Illinois that Pittsburg is the place where 
most of the smaller class of river steamers are 
` fitted out or repaired. They are either taken 
'. there for repair or built there in the first in- 
.. stance. Probably most steamboats are fitted 
: out and repaired there ; and it is more import: 
, ant inthis view than any other point on the west- 
: ern rivers. I think he is mistaken in suppos- 
| ing there is less business at Pittsburg than at 
i: Chicago in that line. . 
-~ Mr. TRUMBULL. How is it at Louisville 
‘and Buffalo? ‘There is certainty not much 
ii there. , 

Mr. RAMSEY. Notsomuch building there 
as in Pittsburg. Pittsburg is a place of great 
importance: 


it 
! 


i 


1870. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. Eighteen hundred dol- 
lars is enough for any of them, ink, 

Mr. CHANDLER. There is a great dealin 
what the Senator from Illinois says, and I will 

is amendment. i 

sorte CAMERON, I do not think $1,800 is 
enough. We had better make it $2,000 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then the others had 
better be $2,000, for there is no propriety in | 


putting Bufalo at $2,000 and Chicago at 


inquiry of the chairman of the Committee on 
Commerce. Can state how many new 
officers are created by this bill? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir; not one. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands the Senator from Tennessee to ask 
for a division on his amendment. 


yo 


a third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
ves, by Mr. Cuinton Luovp, its Chief Clerk, 


! annoaneed that the House had passed the fol- 


Mr. FOWLER. I object to the further con- l 


, sideration of this bill. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the Senator from 


Sae CAMERON. Make them all $2,000. | Tennessee will not do that if the Senate wants 


Mr. TRUMBULL. My motion was to make | to act upon it, 
|: to this matter, the striking out of Nashville, 
CHANDLER. Boston is put in at | 
| advised about, the committee have thought 
|| there is no necessity for continuing these of- 
i; cers at Nashville. The steamers which go 
' there, I suppose, are inspected at some other 
| point; and the Secretary of the Treasury has 
| recommended that the office at Nashville be |, 
i| discontinued. Now, why cause the bill to go ` 
| over because of that recommendation? I sup- 


them all $1,800. 
Mr. ; 
$1,800, and I think Pittsburg cught not to be 


above Boston. I will accept $1,800. I think 
it is a fair compensation. 

Mr. CAMERON, I do not think it is com- 
pensation enough if you expect to get good 
men to do the daty. It is a very important 
daty that is to be performed by these inspeet- 
ors. The life of every passenger is dependent 
in some measure upon the proper performance 
ofthis duty. Give them a good compensation 
and make them feel it to be their interest as 
well as their duty to attend to this business 


properly. F 
` The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Iili- 
nois. . 
The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FOWLER. I do not know on what 
principle Nashville is stricken out of the list 
of places having a local board of inspectors. 


The commerce of Nashville is important, and | 


quite as large as that of many other places 
mentioned here, and much greater. I there- 
fore move that the following words in lines 
seven and eight of seetion sixty-two be stricken 
out: “and the local board at Nashville, Ten- 
‘nessee, shall be discontinued.’’ 

Mr. CHANDLER. Itis the opinion of the 
Department that it is not requisite to have a 
local board at Nashville. itis on the recom- 
mendation of the Treasury Department that 
those words are inserted. The amount of busi- 
ness there is comparatively small. 

Mr. FOWLER. It is certainly much greater 
than.at Evanavilleor New Albany. The amount 
of commerce at Nashville is mueh greater than 
it is at Evansville or New Albany, or such 
points as those. I think it would be very in- 
convenient for shippers at Nashville to subject 
them to the necessity of going to a local board 
so far from Nashville as they would have to go 
under thecircumstances. There has been such 
a board there for a long time; and certainly a 
port that ships as much as the city of Nash- 
ville does, and requiresas much transportation, 
ought to have a local board. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Tennessee. 

Mr. FOWLER. I certainly shall object to 
the consideration of the bill at the present time 
if this clause is retained, it is so great an injury 
to the people of my State. They will have no 
local inspectors under this bill ; and consider- 
ing the amount of commerce and the amount 
of shipping done from that State, I think it 
astonishing that sucha clause should have been 
proposed in any bill. That the people of any 
State should be denied such a commercial ad- 
vantage when they have so large a shipping 
interest seems to me astonishing. l cannot 
understand upon what principle such a clause 
was introduced. There is no board within 
several hundred miles, 

Mr. CHANDLER. I again say that it was 
recommended by the Treasury Department. 
It was the opinion of the board of inspectors 
that aboard at Nashville was not necessary. 
All the steamers from ‘Nashville pass by an- 
other district, and it is not deemed any partic- 
ular hardship to require them to be inspected 

elsewhere, At any rate, the Treasury Depart- 
ment recommended the clause. 


| Senator from Tennessee insists upon it we ean | 
i have the yeas and nays; there is a quorum ; 
| here. I have no more to say, except to appeal 
ji to the Senator from Tennessee not to defeat a 
| bill upon which we have now spent an hour 
| just because of the striking out of these officers 


Mr. SPRAGUE. I should like to make an | 
41sr Cone. 2p Siss.—No. 192. 


| places where they are built. 


It seems that with reference 


which of course the Senate cannot be very well 


‘pose the Senate is ready to vote; and if the 


at Nashville. 


The question being nutstha ayes were eek lowing bill and joint resolution ; in which it 


requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1328) to establish the 
department of justice; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 271) making 
an appropriation for the purpose of making 
experiments in the ventilation of the Halls of 
the Capitol. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed the bill (S. No. 684) to change the 


. time for holding the circuit and district courts 


for the district of Wisconsin, with an amend- 


' ment; in which it requested the concurrence 


of the Senate. 
The message further announced that the 


: House had passed the joint resolution (S. R. 


Mr. FOWLER. But is it not a very great ` 


injustice to the people of that State, when they 
furnish their own steamboats and have so large 


an amount of commerce, to force them to go | 


off so far from their own ports for the purpose 
of obtaining local inspectors ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I confess I am not ad- 
vised. I would ask the Senator from Tennessee 


No. 169) for the transfer of an unexpended 


; balance of appropriation to the book fund of 
` the Library of Congress. 


The message also announced that the House 
had passed a concurrent resolution relating to 
a portraitof Major General George H. Thomas; 
in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED, 
The message likewise announced that the 


Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 52) for the relief 


; of Alfred B. Winslow, of Portland, Maing; 


; and it was thereupon signed by the Vice Pres- 


i ident. 


for information are vessels built to any extent ` 


at Nashville? 

Mr. FOWLER. They are built to some 
extent at Nashville; but not to so great an 
extent are they built there as they are owned 


there. : 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The fact of their being 
owned there does not make any difference. 

suppose the vessels would be inspected at the 
The fact that 
they are owned at Nashville does not make it 
necessary that these officers should be at Nash- 
ville, as I understand. However, the Senator 
from Michigan can explain it better than I 


can, 

Mr, FOWLER. Does not a vessel have to 
be inspected more than once? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Not at the place where 
she is owned, 

Mr. FOWLER, She has to be frequently 
inspected. One inspection is not enough. 

Mr. CHANDLER. All the vessels that 
trade with Nashville pass either Evansville or 
Louisville, and they can be inspected at either 
one of these points, or at Memphis, in Ten- 
nessee. There is already an inspection district 


in Tennessee, at Memphis, and every boat | 


there passes either Louisville or Evansville or 
Cincinnati. 

Mr. FOWLER. I regard it as a very great 
injustice to the shippers of Nashville that this 
measure should be incorporated into the bill; 
but as it is the wish of the Senate to take that 
action I shall withdraw the objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Tennessee withdraws his objection. 


Mr. CORBETT. These local inspectors go | 


from one port to another, and I presume in- 
spectors can go to Nashville and inspect the 
hulls of those boats. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamend- 
ment is rejected. 

Mr. McDONALD. In section forty-nine, 
line seven, after the words ‘‘ steam-gauges,’’ 
I move to insert “steam and water registers,” 
80 as to correspond to the former amendment. 

he amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for 


{i 


‘| 


if 
iq 


HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I ask the Sen- 
ate to take up the joint resolution (H. R. No. 
245) making an appropriation to defray the 
expenses of the Committee on Education and 
Labor incurred in pursuance of investigations 
ordered by the House of Representatives. 
is important that it should be passed. It will 
take but amoment, It is a very small matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It requires 
unanimous consent to take it up out of its 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


| sider the joint resolution, which makes an ap- 
.propriation of $3,000, or as much thereof as 


may be necessary, to defray the expenses to be 
incurred by the Committee on Education and 


|, Labor in conducting the investigation ordered 


by the House of Representatives by resolution 


| of April 6, 1870. 


The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, ‘and passed. 

LANDS IN 8AN FRANCISCO. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The con- 

sideration of bills on the Calendar in their 


order will be resumed. 
The next bill in order was the bill (S. No. 


į 588) to relinquish the interest of the United 


States in certain lands to the city and county 
of San Francisco, State of California. 
Mr. COLE. That had better go over. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
go over. 
HARMON E. WENTWORTH. 


The next bili on the Calendar was the bill 


(S. No. 717) for the relief of Harmon E. Went- 
| worth, late second lieutenant fourteenth New 
| York heavy artillery, which was read the sec- 
|: ond time, and considered as in Committee 
i; of the Whole. It is a direction to the Pay- 


master General of the Army to pay to Harmon 


: E. Wentworth, late second lieutenant company 
| D, fourteenth regiment New York heavy artil- 
|| lery, the full pay and emoluments of a sec- 
i ond lieutenant of heavy artillery from the 7th 


day of June, 1864, to the 16th day of April, 


|| 1865, and also to allow him what he may have 


It 
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refunded of the ‘‘three months’ pay proper ”’ 
paid to him under the act of March 8, 1865, 
deducting therefrom all pay he may have re- 
ceived from the Government as an enlisted man 
for that period. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there any report in 
that case? 

Mr. POMEROY. Perhaps the Senator from 
North Carolina who reported it [Mr. Apsortt] 
can explain itina moment. I do not under- 
stand it. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Let the report be read. 


Mr. POMEROY. Thereis no written report. 
What are the facts? 

Mr. ABBOTY. The factsare just like those 
of many other cases I have reported, where a 
man received a commission and failed to get 
mustered in, but actually performed the duties. 
I thought it was not necessary to prepare re- 
ports in those cases. They are exactly alike. 

Mr. POMEROY. Whatis the amount he 
will receive? . 

Mr. ABBOTT. I forget the exact amount. 

Mr. POMEROY. It is not stated in the 


bill. 

Mr. ABBOTT. Let the bill be read again. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. ABBOTT. It is to allow the difference 
between the pay ofa private and ofa lieutenant. 

Mr. FENTON. Idonotremember distinctly 
the facts of the case, but I know yours Went- 
worth very well, and know that he is a most 
deserving young man, and I suppose the claim 
is well founded. I recollect his relating to me 
something of the case, and I thought remark- 
ably well of it. I did not think there was any- 
thing unusual, and especially nothing unjust, in 
the claim. 

Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator from New 
York or the Senator from North Carolina state 
why he was not mustered into the service? 

Mr. ABBOTT. I do not recollect exactly. 
I simply recollect that I examined the case and 
made up my mind as to the facts, and then 
made the report. There are various reasons 


why a man was not mustered in. I suppose by ‘| 


looking over those papers [ could ascertain at 


once and inform the Senator why he was not ` 


mustered in. 


Mr. HOWE. TI asked the question because ` 
a great many ofthese cases have been before the | 


Committee on Claims, and we have repeatedly, 


if not usually, found that the reason why par- |: 


ties were not mustered in was because there 
was no place to muster them in. They weré 
supernumeraries, lieutenants commissioned in 
companies which were fall. 

Mr. ABBOTT. That did sometimes occur. 
In one single case that I have examined, that 


occurred ; I believe that is the only case where © 
In theothers the com- . 
panies were down below the minimum. That: 


there was no vacancy. 


case I reported favorably and it has passed 


the Senate, because the man did actually per- | 


form the duties and ought to be paid. 


Mr. HOWE. How could he perform the | 


duties, when there was no such place the duties 
of which were to be performed ? 
Mr. ABBOTT. The other man was on de- 


tached duty, or something of that kind, and he -: 
I wish to say | 


actually performed the duties. 


in regard to these cases that I have examined - 


every one of them with care and made up my 
own mind in regard to them, or else I should 
not have reported them. I think if any Senator 
will give the same examination to them that I 
have he will be likely to arrive at the same 
conclusion, if he adopts the principle that when 
aman actually received his commission, al- 


though he was not mustered in, if he performed ‘| 


the duties he ought to have tho pay. If you 
adopt that principle I think you will arrive at 
exactly the same conclusion in regard to the 
facts that I did. i 

Mr. HOWE. The Senator will see that in 
that way it wonld be very easy to pay a whole 
regiment of privates the pay of lieutenants, 
if not of colonels, because it is very easy to 
detach or detail men to extraduty; and the mo- 
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ment your Governor gives a private acommis- 
| sion, then the superior officer has only to detail 
i him onsomeother duty and the Governor issues 
' another commission, so that if he is pleased to 
‘= furnish a basket full of blank commissions they 
can all be distributed with the regiment, and 
then if Congress will pass special bills for the 

of each man the thing is complete. 

Mr. ABBOTT. But in point of fact no such 
thing as that ever Bacul, 

Mr. HOWE. I guess not. 

Mr. ABBOTT. 
get commissions, as I recollect. Ido not think 
there were any commissions sent out by the 
bushel- basket to any privates in regiments. 

Mr. HOWE. Iam satisfied not. 

Mr. ABBOTT. ‘This is what I say: if you 
adopt the principle that when a commission 
has been issued to a man, and the man has 
actually performed the duties of that ollice, he 
should be paid. The reports in these cases are 
all equitable and just and correct; because they 
are all exactly cases of that kind. 

Mr. HOWE. Yes, Mr. President; but I 
say, on the contrary, thatthe law provided but 
one captain for a company, and we have no 


right to pay any more than one captain fora . 


company. Ifthe commanding officer of a regi- 
ment thinks he can employ that captain on 
some service more advantageously to the coun- 
try than tu let him lead his company, he can 
detail him to that extra servite; but while he 
holds the commission of captain nobody else 
` ought to receive that pay. 
Mr. ABBOTT. That is not the case. 
Mr. HOWE. But it is this very case which 


the Senatur says they provide for paying; only | 


itis the case of a lieutenant instead of a captain. 
Mr. ABBOTT. No; I did not say this was 
a case of that kind. I said I did so report in 
jj One case; and I will state it again. 
|, Mr. HOWE. Thatis unnecessary, perhaps, 
ji 
|: this man was not mustered. 
li Mr. ABBOTT. Isay I do not recollect why 
this man was not mustered. I can ascertain 
‘very speedily by looking at the papers. 
Mr. HOWE. Perhaps the bill had better be 
., daid aside until the Senator ascertains. 
Mr. ABBOTT. I have no objection. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
i be laid over for the present. 

Mr. FENTON. isit objected to? 

Mr. HOWE. It is just laid over for the 
present until the Senator from North Carolina 
can examineit. - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
objected to and laid over for examination. 

WILLIAM A. RUCKER. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1101) for the relief of William A. 
Rucker. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand that is a 
precisely similar bill to the last one. Let 


| North Carolina has an opportunity to look into 
them. 

| Mr. ANTHONY. Is there a report ? 

€" Mr. ABBOTT. I made no written report 
in the case. 
In some of these cases, where there 


. cases. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The bill had better be 


passed over until the Senator has an oppor- | 


: tunity to examine it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be : 


passed over. . 
CAPTAIN J. M. KEELER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


:, tee of the Whole. 
ter General to adjust and allow the claim of 


| Captain J. M. Keeler, late provost marshal for ; 
|i the State of Oregon, for expenses incurred for , 


| transportation from New York city to Salem, 
Oregon, in the summer of 1863, while in the 


It was difficult enough to | 


if I canonly ascertain what was the reason why | 


them both lie over until the Senator from : 


The facts are the same in both ` 


, was any doubt as to the facts, I made a report. ` 


(S. No. 355) for the relief of Captain J. M. , 
| Keeler, late provost marshal for the State of | 
© Oregon; which was considered as in Commit- | 
It directs the Quartermas- ` 


April 28, 


performance of hisduties; but the sum allowed 
is not- to exceed $500. 
Mr. ABBOTT. Icall for the reading of the 


report. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS. I have personal knowl- 
| edge of the facts in this case. I will simply 
| state that Captain Keeler was on duty in Vir- 
' ginia, and was ordered to go to Oregon and 
take command there as provost marshal, and 
the Department refused to pay him transport- 
ation. He was compelled to pay his own 
expenses in going to Oregon for the perform. 
ance of official duty. I have made persoual 
application on behalf of Captain Keeler to the 
Department for this transportation, and they 
. declined to pay it for some reason or other, 
‘ Mr TRUMBULL. Was he in the military 
service? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
the military service. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And ordered to go to 
Oregon, and they refused to pay him trans- 
portation ? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Those are the facts. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘There must be some 
explanation, I imagine, about that, 

Mr. HOWARD. ‘There is a report in the 
case, which had better be read. 5 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Icannot see upon what 
principle the Department would send one of 
its officers from one part of the country to 
another and not pay his transportation. 

Mr. ABBOTT. Let the report be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, sub- 
mitted by Mr. ABBOTT, on the 29th of March 
last, from the Committee on Military Affairs : 

It appears that J. M, Keeler was, on the 22d of 
` May, 1863, serving as first lieutenant, fifth New York 
cavalry; that on that date he was appointed provost 
' marshal for the State of Oregon; that on the next 
! day, May 23, ho resigned his commission, and pro- 
i ceeded to Oregon, under orders dated “ War Depart- 
‘ment, May 22, 1863,” and signed by “Edwin M. 
'' Stanton, Secretary of War;’’ that he left New York 
June 13, 1863, and arrived at Salem, Oregon, August 
i 1, 1863, where he entered upon and performed his 
|| duties as provost marshal. That on making appli- 
|, cation for transportation to Oregon he was informed 
|: by the officer authorized to issue transportation that 
|| no provision had as yet been mado for such cases, 
i! and that he consequently paid the transportation of 
| himself, servant, and equipage, amounting to $500. 
© Tho facts of his (Keeler) holding the commission in 
| the fifth New York cavalry, of his resigning, and of 


Yes, sir; a. captain in 


his appointment as provost marshal of Oregon, are 
sustained by official documents. The statement in 
| regard to transportation and its expense is only sup- 
| ported by Keeler’s statement. 
| In consequence of the apparent good character of 
the claimant, removing doubtas to the truth of his 
statement, the committee report the bill back with 
the recommendation that it pass. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That is a very different 
case from what I understood. As it now turns 
: out, this is the case of a lieutenant in the mili- 
tary service in the State of Virginia who resigns 
his office as a lieutenant and is appointed— 
or before he resigns he is appointed, I do not 
know which—provost marshal of Oregon. He 
leaves the military service in order to accept 
. another office in a distant State. Then the 
question is whether the Government of the 
United States is to pay his transportation. 
That involves a very different principle from 
' paying the transportation of an officer. He 
did not go in the capacity of an officer, nor 
was he in the military service when he went 
‘from Virginia to Oregon. Not being in the 
military service, upon what principle can he 
: be paid? ` 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I never understood that 
, he had resigaed his commission. I under- 
` stood that he was appointed provost marshal, 
, and ordered to go to Oregon and discharge the 
duties of that office. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The report says that he 
resigned his commission in the Army. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I see the report states 
that to be the fact. 
Mr. TRUMBULL.” That changes the case 
entirely. 
Mr. POMEROY. The officers who were 
appointed in the military service were require! 
` to obey their first order without pay. After 
| they arrived at the place at which they were to 


1870. 


and entered on the discharge 
of their duties, if they received any order re- 
moving them they were paid transportation ; 
but every person had to obey his first order 
without transportation. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. This man was not in 


the servies; 


discharge duty, 


Mr. POMEROY. He had to report to the" 


lace where he was to discharge duty first. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. According to this report, 


“Tt appears that J. 
May, 1863, serving as fi 
cavalry; that on that dato he was 
marshal for the State of Oregon; that, 
day, May 23, he resigned his commission and pro- 
ceeded to Oregon, under orders dated War Depart- 
ment, May 22, 1863,’ and signed by * Edwin M. Stan- 
ton, Secretary of War.” 


Mr. HOWARD. What is the date of the 
resignation ? ° 


rst lieutenant, fifth New York 
appointed provost 


appoint provost marshal. 
r. 
him to accept the other office. 


ular day, and proceeded to Oregon. 


at on the next . 


M. Keeler was, on the 2d of | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
objects the bil! will be passed over. 

r. HOWE. I shall not object to voting 
on the bill, and I do not want to debate it. 
But there is no more reason why we should | 
pay this man for going to Oregon to accept ! 
this office of provost marshal than we should | 


pay him for going there to accept the office of |; 
- secretary of a Territory or collector of interval 
| revenue, or any other office. 


mission in the Army which entitled him to 


_ certain pay. He would rather have this office. 
| It paid better. It was an act of grace to relieve 
. him from his service inthe Army and to confer . 


upon him this office which gave him better 
pay. He could well afford to travel at his own 
expense. It seems to me it would be a demor- ' 


_ alizing precedent for us to set to undertake to 


Mr. WILLIAMS. He was appointed pro- © 


vost marshal on the 22d day of May, 1868, and 
on the 23d he resigned his commission and 
eded to Oregon, under orders dated War 


roce 
Department May 22, 1863, and signed by Ed- | 


win M. Stanton, Secretary of War. It seems 
that when he received his orders he resigned 
atthe same time; the two acts were simultane- 
gus; and he entered upon and performed the 
duties of provost marshal. Upon that state of 
facts the question will be as to whether or not, 
when he was appointed provost marshal forthe 


State of Oregon, and went there under orders, į 


he ought to pay hisown transportation in going 
from Washington to Oregon it that capacity. 
It certainly was a very expensive trip to make ; 
and I submit, if he was appointed provost mar- 
shal while he was a lieutenant in the Army, 
and ordered to go to Oregon, whether he was 
not bound to go in obedience to those orders? 
Could he refuse? It appears that the order 
was made upon him. He was appointed while 
he was lieutenant, and he was ordered to go 
while he was lieutenant, at the same time that 
he resigned his commission. 

Mr. HOWE. Ordered on the 26th? 
. Mr. WILLIAMS. No, sir; the report states 

that ‘‘on the next day, May 23, he resigned his 
commission and proceeded to Oregon, under 
- orders dated ‘War Department, May 22, 
1863,’ *? 
sane HOWE. I understood it was on the 

to. 

_Mr. WILLIAMS. So that the order was 
given before his resignation. Ido not under- 
atand the military regulations. 
necessary that he should resign his position as 
lieutenant in order to go there and obey that 
order. But certainly he was acting in a mili- 
tary capacity, and acting under orders of the 

Var Department, and acting in conformity to 
his duty as an officer of the Army in going 


there. It seems to me the Government ought | 


to pay his expenses. ; 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. The provost marshal 
was not necessarily an Army offcer; and it 
was his choice to accept the appointment or 
not. A lieutenant in the Army appointed pro- 
vost marshal of any district might resign his 
office of lieutenant. When he so resigned, and 
was ordered to a different post, he was like a 
man who was commissioned in the Army and 

-ordered to join a regiment which was stationed 
in Virginia or in Mississippi. Under the prac- 
tice of the Army such an officer was not paid 
until he reached his regiment and was mus- 
tered into the service. 
him before that time. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


‘amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading. and was read the third time. 


Mr. HOWE. I certainly do not think we | 


ought to pass this bill. There is no reason why 
e Goverament—— 


Perhaps it was | 


No pay was allowed | 


iy 


h claims. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Heresigned after he was |: pA at ae 


| why it is thrown out here that this gentleman 
| resigned in order to secure him pay for trans- 


H Oregon, resign his position in the Army. We 


do it and to follow the precedent and treat . 


: everybody alike, I have no more right to com- 


POMEROY. He resigned to enable || plain than any one else ; but I know the Sen- 


: ate will not treat bod that principle. . 
Mr. HOWARD. He resigned on a partic- |: etal) DOE treet Gren vous Om TOAT prop 


Mr. BOREMAN. Ido not understand this 
bill and the explanation given by the report. | 
I had some experience with regard to these 


‘ matters during the war, and it certainly was | 
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He held a com- |: 
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Captain Keeler came ont to Oregon in his mil- 
itary capacity, and when he was through with 
his duties as provost marshal he returned, end 
is now in New York city. He is not in Ore- 
gon. I think the Senator from Pennsylvania 
is mistaken in supposing that it was his desire 
to emigrate to a new country. I do not know 
what bis motives were, however, and I do not 
suppose they are at all material so far as tiis 
matter is concerned. If he had been ordered 


: while acting as lieutenant to go to Oregon as 


provost marshal he was bound to go, I sup- 
ose. 
Mr. CAMERON. Not at all. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Could not the War De- 
artment order an officer upon such duty? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Undoubtedly; but that 


` was not this case. 


If the Senate is content to . 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Very well; that is another 
question. I say that when an ollicer was in 
the discharge of his duty as an officer in the 


: Army, aud was ordered by the War Depart- 


not necessary for an officer of the Army to |: 


resign in order to accept the office of provost 


marshal. That was part ofthe duty of officers ;; 


ofthe Army. In my State we had four or five | 
different officers of the Army succeeding each 
other as provost marshals. They still retained 
their commissions in the Army. They were 
not required to resign. Ido not understand 


portation. If he resigned, that would be a 
reason to my mind why he should not be paid. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I will say to the Senator | 
that I did not argue in the report the question 
whether he could still have retained his com- 
mission or not. I simply stated the fact that 
he did, on being appointed provost marshal of 


all know that he might have got leave of ab- 
sence from his command, but that would not 
have left a vacancy in the regiment; and no 
colonel commanding a regiment would allow 
an officer leave of absence in that way if he 
were good for anything, and that was un- 
doubtedly the cause of this man’s resigning: 
He was appointed provost marshal of Oregon, 
and most likely his colonel said to him, “If 
you accept this office I want you to resign your 
commission in the regiment.’’ It seemsto me 
there can be no question about paying an offi- 
cer for traveling that distance. I do not recol- 
lect myself what the pay of a provost marshal 
would have been. 

Mr. POMEROY. The same as a captain 
of cavalry. 

Mr. ABBOTT. My idea is that it will be 
found on examination that the custom was 
uniform during the war to pay provost marshals 
when they were traveling in that way. Per- 
haps the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
CaMERON] recollects what the custom of the 
Department was at that time. 


Mr. CAMERON. I recollect that it was | 
entirely against the impression of the Senator. | 


I take it for granted from the statement here | 
that this captain was desirous of going into a | 
new country and starting his fortunes there, | 
and asked to be appointed provost marshal, | 
and in consequence had to resign his position | 
in the Army. If the Secretary of War had 
thought proper to order him from his duty in 


the line, and send him to Oregon as provost |, 


marshal, his pay would have been given to him, | 
as a matter of course. 


on this service he would have got pay; but 
the moment he resigned he lost all right to | 
compensation. He was then. as I understand | 
it, upon the footing of any other citizen in the 
East who receives an office, the duties of which 
are to be performed beyond the mountains. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. will simply say that 


matter If he had kept his |; 
commission in the Army and been ordered |; 


saphin of cavalry. 


ment to a certain place to perform the duties 
of a provost marshal, he was bound to obey 
that order as much as any other order issuing 
from the War Department, If he had gone 
out there as a lieutenant holding his commis- 
sion in the Army, and had performed these 
duties, he would have received his pay as pro- 
vost marshal, and also received his transport- 
ation, if he had acted in conformity to that 


order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido not know that he 
would have received pay as provost marshal; 
I presume not. If a lieutenant had been de- 
tailed to perform provost marshal duty he would 
only get the pay of a lieutenant. 

Mr. CAMERON. That is all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The very reason why 
he resigned was to get the additional pay of a 


r. BOREMAN. It seems to me very sin- 
gular that a gentleman holding a commission 
in the Army and about to be assigned to a duty 
which was in consonance with his office should 
resign that office in order to perform the duties, 
and then come here and claim pay for trans- 
portation to a far distant part of the country. 
If he had remained in the Army as a lieuten- 
ant he would certainly have received trans- 
portation in the usual form as an Army officer. 
There must have been some cause which does 
not appear here to induce him to resign. He 
certainly is not entitled to this pay, according 
to my understanding, unless there is some- 
thing else which does not appear on the facts 
of the case. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. This case is pre- 
cisely like ten thousand others. A lieutenant 
in one regiment or one company is promoted to 
the colonelcy of another regiment. That regi- 


| ment may be in another army corps athousand 


miles distant. He is not obliged to accept the 
coloneley, but before he does it he must resign 
his lieutenancy. When he resigns his lieu- 
tenancy his pay ceases. He is ordered to 
report to the proper place for muster, and to 
take his position and perform his duties as col- 
onel. He must reach that place without trans- 
portation at the cost of the Government; nor 
does his pay as a lieutenant continue, nor does 
it commence as colonel, until he takes his place 
and is mustered in. This is a parallel case, in 
my judgment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, Let it go over. 

= TRUMBULL. I move to Jay it on the 
table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I would sooner take a 
vote on the passage of the bill than do that. 
I should like to examine the fact as to his 
resignation. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us lay it on the 
table, and then the Senator can examine it, 
and if he thinks it is a good case he can bring 
it up afterward. I move that the bill lie on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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VOTE OF THANKS TO NAVAL OFFICERS. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 184) to regulate 
the effect of a vote of thanks of Congress upon 
promotion in the Navy; which was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides 


that a vote of thanks by Congress to any officer ` 


of the Navy shall be held to affect such officer 
only; and when as an incident thereof an offi- 
cer who would otherwise be retired has been 
or is retained on the active list such retention 
is not to interfere with the regular promotion 
of his juniors, to which they would otherwise 
have been entitled by law; and where any offi- 
cer has already been retired to a grade lower 
than he would have been had the provisions of 
this law been in force he is to be considered 
in all things as if they had been in force at the 
time of his retirement; but no promotion is 
to be made to fill a vacancy occasioned by 
the final retirement, death, resignation, or dis- 
missal of an officer who has received a vote of 
thanks unless the number of officers left in the 
grade where the vacancy occurs shall be less 
than the number authorized by law. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs reported 
the joint resolution with amendments, to strike 
out in line seven the words ‘his juniors to 
which they” and to insert the words ‘ others 
who’? and in line eight, after the word ‘“‘ law,” 
to insert the words *‘ to promotion ;’’ and in 
line eleven to strike out the words ‘‘ considered 
in all things’’ and to insert the words ‘‘ entitled 
to the same position ;” so that it will read : 

That a vote of thanks by Congress to any officer of 


the Navy shall bo held to affect such officer only; 
and when as an incident thereot an otlicer who would 


7 otherwise be retired has been oris retained on the 


active list such retention shall not interfere with 
the regular promotion of others who would otherwise 
have been entitled by law to promotion; and where 


any officer has already been retired to a grade lower | 


than he would bave been had the provisions of this 
law been in force be shall be entitled to the same 
sition as if they had been im force at the time of 

is retirement, Kc. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Those are merely verbal 


The Chair will | 
put the question on these amend ments together ' 


amend ments. 
The VICE PRESIDENT, 


if there be no objection. 
‘The amendments were agreed to. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 
joint resolation is, that when an officer is 
retained upon the active list ten years longer 
than he otherwise would be in consequence of 
his having received a vote of thanks of Con- 
grees, such being the provision of law, the con- 
tinued rank and continued pay given him shall 
be paid out of the Treasury, and not, as it now 
is, practically assessed upon his janiors. That 
is the present effect of the law. 

he joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate as amended, and the amendments were 
concurred in. 

Mr. CORBETT. Does not this raise the 
pay of all the other officers under him? 

Mr. ANTHONY. it enables the other off- 


cers to be Í ake when the time comes that | 


they would have been promoted but for the 
longerity on the active list of the officer above 
them. 
given to only six admirals and seven other 
officers. 

Mr. CORBETT. The effect of this resolu- 
tion is to raise the pay just one grade of all the 
officers below? 

Mr. ANTHONY. For every rear admiral 


retained on theactive list ten years it provides . 


that the officers below him, one in each grade, © person to the land. 


shall be raised at the time when they would |“ The pill was reported to the Senate without - 


have been raised if this vote of thanks had not ;' 


It makes the pay ` reading, read the third time, and passed. 


intervened against them. 
come out of the Treasury, instead of being 
assessed upon the officers below him. 


Mr. CORBETT. In other words, instead of 


their not being promoted, it promotes them? 
Mr. ANTHONY. Certainly. 
Mr. CORBETT. With the increased pay? 
Mr. ANTHONY. Certainly. Whenanaval 
engagement is fought and is successful, as it 


The only effect of this ` 


The thanks of Congress have been | 


generally is with our Navy, the commanding 
officeris sometimes thanked by Congress. The 
effect of that is to allow him to remain a rear 
admiral ten years longer than he otherwise 


i| would ; but as the law is construed, the way it 
l| must be construed, it keeps every man who 


fought under him down ten years longer than 
he would otherwise have been. 
given to him is taken from those below him. 


The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading, was read the third _ 


time, and passed. 
JAMES M. TROTTER AND WILLIAM H. DUPREE, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 724) for the relief of James M. Trot- 
ter and William H. Dupree; which was read 
the second time and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It directs the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury to pay to 
James M. Trotter, sergeant major of the fifty- 
fifth regiment Massachusetts volunteers, the 
pay and allowances of a second lieutenant 
of infantry, from the 10th of April, 1864, to 
the 7th ot June, 1865, being the time during 
which he acted as a second lieutenant in the 


regiment. It also directs the proper account- | 


ing officers of the Treasury to pay to William 
H. Dupree, sergeant in the fifty-fifth regiment 
of Massachusetts volunteers, the pay and allow- 
ances of a second lieutenant of infantry, from 


.the 80th of May, 1864, to the 21st ot June, 


1865, being the time during which he performed 
the duties of a second lieutenant in the regi- 
ment, 


Mr. WILSON. Iwillsimply say that among | 


the papers which accompany the bill is the peti- 
tion of these men, certified to by the colonel 
and lieutenant colonel of their regiment, the 


fifty-fifth Massachusetts regiment, which was a | 


colored regiment. Itwas sent to South Caro- 


| lina, and these officers were commissioned by | 


Governor Andrew. One of them was a ser- 
geant in the Togiment and the other was ser- 
geant major. When they presented their com- 
missions the mustering-in officer said there 
was no law of the United States authorizing 


the commissioning of persons of African de- | 


scent. The matter was held up for several 
months, and finally they were mustered in. 
This bill proposes to pay them for the time for 
-which they acted as commissioned officers be- 
fore being mustered in, and for which they ought 
to-have been paid. ‘The mustering officer had 
no right whatever to reject them. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for athird 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THOMAS HENDERSON. 
The next bill’ on the Calendar was the bill 


_ (S. No. 725) for the relief of Thomas Hender- 
‘son; which was read the second time, an i 
te 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
proposes to entitle Thomas Henderson, of 


| Wayne county, Michigan, his heirs or assigns, . 


to enter at the proper land office where the 


‘same lies the back concession of front conces- : 
sion No. 259, in the township of Ecorce, Wayne | 


county, containing eighty acres, more or less, 
at the sum of $2 50 per.acre, embracing the 
improvements made upon the back concession 
by Henderson under a claim of preémption, 
the same to be surveyed and laid off by the 


` surveyor general at the expense of the claim- | 
ant, and to be patented to him, his heirs or 
assigns, on full payment being made ; but this ` 
. act is not to affect the valid claim of any other 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for athird 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN NEW MEXICO. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 86) to construe an 
act entitled ‘‘ An act to amend an act entitled 


‘| * An act to confirm certain private land claims 


in the Territory of New Mexico.’”’ 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 


All that is- 


that a House bill on this subject, reported by 
the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. Winuiams, } 
has already passed. 

1 Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes, sir; it has passed 
| both branches of Congress and become a law. 
T move, therefore, the indefinite postponement 
11 of this joint resolution. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JAMES F. JOY. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
© joint resolution (S. R. No. 180) for the relief 
of James F. Joy; which was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It directs the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to pay to James F, Joy 
interest from September 1, 1866, at the rate of 
six per cent. per annum, upon $132,000, being . 
the amount paid by Joy to the United States 
for the premises in Chicago known as the ma- 
rine hospital, of which premises delivery has 
not yet been made, and such interest is to be 
so paid until delivery of the premises shall be 


made. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There is a report I think 
aeoompanying the resolution. I can state the 
acts. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thereisno report 
apparently. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Government never 
pays interest. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. l presume the Senator 
from Kansas will think it right that interest 
should be paid in this case when he under- 
stands it. 1 can state the facts of the case. I 
` thought there was a report accompanying the 
resolution; and I think there was a report 
ii made at a former session by the Senator from 
New York not now in his seat, [Mr. Conx- 
|| LING.] The case is this: an act of Congress 
was passed in 1864 directing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to sell the marine hospital in the 
city of Chicago, and out of the proceeds of 
: that sale to build another hospital. The law 
|| provided that the Government should retain 
possession of the hospital sold until the new 
| one was ready to be occupied. That was in 
1864; and it was to be sold for cash. Mr. Joy 
was the purchaser, at the sum stated, $132,000. 
I think Mr. Fessenden was Secretary of the 
Treasury when the sale was made ; but directly 
after Mr. McCulloch succeeded him, and he 
was opposed to building any marine hospitals, . 
and he refused to carry out the law, and would 
not take any steps toward building it. So the 
| matter went on from year to year. Mr. Joy: 

was anxious to get possession of the property. 
. He thought the Government was bound to 
' take steps within some reasonable time to 

build a new hospital. Undoubtedly the Gov- 

ernment ought to have done so; but it has run 

on until 1870. Mr. Joy has been out of his 
, money now six years, and the new hospital 
is not done yet. We have made an appro- 
priation this winter to finish it, and I suppose 
it will be done probably the coming season. 
The Committee on the Judiciary came to the 
conclusion that two years was a reasonable time 
within which the Government ought to have 
given him possession of this property, and 
that he is entitled to interest on it after two 
‘ years from the time he paid over his money. 
' That is the whole case. 

Mr. CORBETT. Did not Mr. Joy buy it 
with the understanding that he would not get 
; possession of it until the new building was 
. completed? 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly he did. That 
|| was the positive law. He was not to have 
possession until the new hospital was built; 
: but the Senator from Oregon would not sup- 
| pose that the Government could refuse to build 
l; at all and keep his money. They must act 


within a reasonable time. The committee 
thought two years was a reasonable time. The 
difficulty arises out of the objection of the then 
Secretary of the Treasury to constructing an- 
: other hospital. He took no steps toward con- 
'; structing it for several years. 
i| Mr. CORBETT. It depends on how cheap 


1870. 
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Mr. Joy bought this property. If he bought 
the property at much below its value—— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It was sold at public 
sale, and I suppose he gave what it was worth. |: 
There is no pretense that he bought it below 
its value, that I ever heard. — 

Mr. HOWE. I should like to have the 
opinion of the Senator as to what the present 
value of that property ts. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am not able to say. 
J am not aware that it has appreciated at all. 
The old hospital is near.the mouth of the Chi- 
cago river, and that was thought to be an im- 
proper place by the city of Chicago. The city 
petitioned to have that marine hospital sold, 
and it was sold. Whether that property has 
appreciated any since I do not know. It may 
or it may not. Property upon Water street in 
that neighborhood has not appreciated at all in 
several years, and I do not know that this has. 

Mr. HOWE. Would not the Senator be 
willing to change this into a bill to refund the 
money and take the property back? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The money and the : 
interest ? 

Mr. HOWE. Yea. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That would require a 
consultation with Mr. Joy. I do not know, 
but I think it very likely he would accept that; 
Iam not authorized to say. 

Mr. HOWE. No; I supposenot. Idanot 
remember these dates. 

tr. TRUMBULL. In 1864, I think, it was ' 
80. i j 

Mr. HOWE. Was the sale made in 1864? 


t 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The sale was made in | 


1864, and this bill allows interest, I think, after 
two years. The date is given in the bill when 
interest commences. i 

Mr. HOWE. 


When was the first appropri- : 
ation made for the new marine hospital ? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. There was never any > the bill with an amendment, to strike out all 


made until this winter. 

Mr. HOWE, That is a mistake. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we have never 
made any appropriation before this winter. 
‘There has only been about one hundred and 
forty thousand dollars expended. 

Mr. HOWE. There was an appropristion 
make a year ago, and the Senator and I had a 
dispute about it. There was an appropriation 
made two years ago which I did not know any- 
thing about, or we should have had a dispute : 


a. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Wis- 
consin is mistaken. There has not been ex- 
pended op to this time more than $150,000 on 
the new building, and the old property sold 
for $132,000. i 
Mr. CAMERON, Did we get the money? | 
Mr. TRUMBULL. We got the money. It | 
was paid in 1864. 
Mr. CAMERON. Did it not belong to us |: 
before? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The old hospital be- |; 
longed to us, and was sold at public sale in || 
1864 to Mr. Joy, and he paid for it; but he |! 
has never had possession. 
Mr. CORBETT. I suppose that Mr. Joy | 
with others bid upon this property, taking his | 
chances with the Government, as every other 
person does who deals with the Government, 
not expecting interest for his money, and that 
Others were deterred from bidding upon this 
property, and giving, perhaps, its true value, | 
from the fact that they could not obtain pos- | 
‘session of the property for an indefinite time. 
Mr. Joy was willing to take the chance of 
getting possession of it. He bid a certain 
amount of money, perhaps a very low price, 
and he took his chance of getting possession 
of the property. I do not see that Mr. Joy 
has any just claim upon the Government. I 
know we have had claims in our State of ten 
years’ standing that are not settled yet—yes, 
of fifteen years—and we are not allowed a cent 
of interest spon them. The Government has 
established the principle that it will not pay 
‘interest. I do not see why this should be made 


ʻi 
1 
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© Missouri; which was considered as in Com- 


. law. 


|! I have a word to say. 


an exception. Ho purchased this property at 
a low price and will get possession whenever 
the Government shall have finished the new 
building. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish the Senator from Illi- 
nois would allow this to lie over informally for 
a few minutes. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it be passed over | 
informally. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint res- | 
olution will be passed over for the present. | 


NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT COURTS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 677) to change the place of bolding 
the courts of the United States for the Albe- 
marle district of North Carolina; which was . 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
provides that the district court of the United 
States for the Albemarle district of Nortb Caro- 
lina, now required to be held in the town of 
Edenton, shall hereafter be held in the town 
of Elizabeth City, in that State. 

The Committee on the Judiciary reported 
the bill with an amendment, to add the follow- 
ing words: 

And no recognizanco, writ, process, order, or notice 


now returnable in said court at Edenton shall be 
affected by said change, but shall be deemed return- 


| able at Elizabeth City. 


| 
i 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate asamend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a i; 
| third reading, read the third time, and passed. ; 


CIRCUIT COURTS. ! 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill : 
(S. No. 723) in relation to the circuit court | 
of the United States in and for the district of 


> mittee of the Whole. 


The Committee on the Judiciary reported 


after the enacting clause and in lieu thereof to 
insert: = 


That nothing jn the act to amend the judicial ; 
system of the United States, approved April 10, 1869, 
shall be construed to require a circuit court to be 
held in any judicial district in which a circuit court 
was not required to be held hy previously existing 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate asamenq- 


ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 


' third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill 
in relation to circuit courts.” 
IOWA DISTRICT COURT. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(H. R..No. 249) concerning the district court 
of the United States for the district of Iowa, 


|| which was reported adversely by the Judiciary `; 
Committee. |: 
Mr. POMEROY. I move that the bill be ` 


indefinitely postponed. 
Mr. HOWELL. 
and if the Senator will withdraw the motion 


Mr. POMEROY. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HOWELL. I prefer that the bill should 
be put on its passage. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
allow it to be read first. 

The Secretary read the bill. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like, on behalf |; 


of the Judiciary Committee, if we could have 


the instructions of the Senate in regard to this į; 
i 


class of bills. This isa bill of very considerable 
importance; and there are now pending in the 
Judiciary Committee, I think I may safely say, 
as many as ten applications for a division of | 
judicial districts in the. United States, and 
making new judicial districts; and there are | 
more than that number of applications to in- | 
crease the places for holding courts. At the | 


present time the United States courts are held |: 


at three places in the State of Towa—at Du- 
buque, Des Moines, and Keokuk; and this is 
a bill to have a district court heid on the west |; 


ii the docket. 
i acted upon -the general principle of resisting 


i: the respective States. 
i| thinks, **Well, we have got no court on the 


This is in my bailiwick; |. 


side of the State, at Council Bluffs. The same 
applications are made for holding courts in 
Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, and other States. 
I will state the question which I wish tosub- 
mit to the Senate. The Judiciary Committee 
. have acted upon the principle that it is injudi- 
cious to multiply the places of holding United 
States courts, because by multiplying the places 
you will directly multiply the districts, and that 
will increase the number of judges and district 
attorneys and marshals, and it will increase the 
business in the United States courts; and as 
you increase the business in the lower courts, 
of course the business that comes to the 
Supreme Court of the United States will be 
increased. A lawyer living at Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, if there is a term of the United States 
court which has jurisdiction of collection cases 
from abroad to be held in April, and the State 
court does not meet until May or June, wiil 
bring his cases in the United States court, be- 
cause it is most convenient and he will get judg- 
ment sooner. That will be his reason tor going 
into the United States court. In this way you 
will multiply the business of all the United 
- States courts, and that will multiply the cases 
that come here to the Supreme Court; and you 
will finally break down our judicial system. ‘The 
Supreme Court is not up to its business within 

i two years. 

Mr. SUMNER. Two years! 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Two years. It takes 
two years to reach a case in the Supreme Court 
of the United States. We have recently ap- 
pointed nine circuit judges. and it is hoped that 


ii the Supreme Court will be able to sit here 


| longer than it has heretofore, so as to bring up 
The Judiciary Committee have 


‘these applications to multiply the places ot 
‘holding courts and to multiply the districts. 
: It is very unpleasant to assume that position. 
! We are pressed by members and Senators from 
The Senator from Iowa 


i west side of the State; and our people want a 
| court over at Council Bluffs as well as at Du- 
| buque and Keokuk and Des Moines.” Itis very 
| hard to resist this; but the committee have 
| taken the position that they would not recom- 
| mend the increase of judicial districts until 
i they saw bow the circuit system operates, and 


ii we have resisted the multiplication of the 


: places of holding the court unless it has been 
under some very peculiar circumstances. If 
the Senate think proper to decide differently, 


. if it is the opinion of the Senate that we should 
: multiply the places of holding the United 


: States courts, there is no objection to this 
‘ ease in Iowa any more than there would be to 
cases in the other States; and the committee, 
of course, will follow the direction of the Sen- 
ate in reference to the matter. Upon public 
grounds it seems to me that we ought not to 
: multiply these places. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask the Senator if it 
: adds to the expense? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. It certainly adds to the 
; expense somewhat to hold a court at a different 
place. It leads directly, I will say to the Sen- 
‘ ator from Oregon, to the creation of anew dis- 
i trict. That hasbeen the experience heretofore. 
i The more you multiply these places of holding 
| courts the greater is the expense. Directly 
; there ig an application for a court-house to be 
| built, You have to havea place for holding 
the court. When the court is first located 
. there is no expense; the people of the place 
. will tell you, ‘We will furnish a court-room,’’ 
_ and that is done; but it presently leads to ex- 
‘pense. Itincreases the expenses and tends to 
bring business into the United States courts. 
: But, sir, I have said all I desire to say in 
: regard to it. 
i- Mr. HOWELL. Mr. President—. 
Mr. POMEROY. We cannot settle this 
- to-night, 

Mr. HOWELL. I think we can in a few 
minutes. I appreciate most of what the Sen- 
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ator from Illinois has said in regard to this 
matter. [agree to the general policy that the 
courts of the United States ought not to be 
beld at a large variety of places, or the dis- 
triets subdivided. As a general rule that is 
probably very correct policy ; but I think that 
in this case the Senate might make an excep- 
tion, as the House of Representatives has 
already done. the members of the House from 
lowa concurring in the expression of their 
desire that it should be done, and that it would 
be to the interest of the peoplo of the State 
of Iowa to have a term of the district court of 
the United States held at Council Bluffs here- 
alter. 

As has been said by the Senator from Ii- 
nois, there are now three places of holding the 
district court of the United States in Iowa, all 
on the eastern side of the State. Our people 
want one place on the western side; and as we 
have the policy of a division in the State of 
Iowa, it is but right and proper that the divis- 
ion should be made to meet the wants and the 
wishes of the peopleof the State. If hereafter 
it be decided to concentrate the district court 
of the United States for the State of Iowa at 
one point and hold all the courts there, there 
would be no ground of complaint on the part 
of those in that portion of the State, and they 
might be concentrated at the capital; but I beg 
of Senators 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to ask the Senator 
from Iowa how many judicial districts there 
are in the State? More than one? 

Mr. HOWELL. I spoke of the district 
court of the United States being held at three 
different places in the State. 

Mr. HOWARD. Is it the same court? 

Mr. HOWELL. I understand it to be the 
same court and the same jadge. 

Mr. HOWARD. Then there is but one 
district ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The State is divided by 


_, boundaries into districts, certain counties em- ` 


bracing each district ; but the same judge holds 
the courts. 

Mr. HOWARD. How many districts are 
there? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Three. 

Mr. HOWELL. They are sub-districts. 

Mr. POMEROY. It is evident that this 
matter cannot be settled to-night, and there- 
Pe I object to the further consideration of the 

ill. 

Mr. HOWELL. One word further, if the 
Senator from Kansas pleases. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator can hardly 
hope by unanimous consent to reverse the re- 
port of thecommittee. However, I am willing 
to hear the Senator’s remarks. 

Mr. HOWELL. AllI have to say further 
is that at present the railroad system of Iowa 
ig not sufficiently perfected to admit of parties 


and witnesses and jurors traveling with facility | 


and convenienceand at moderate ex pours from 
the different points of the State to other points; 
bat that portion of the State to be included in 


‘these boundaries will be easily accessible and | 


convenient to Council Bluffs. I think that in 


view of the fact that the bill has passed the | 


House of Representatives with the unanimous | 


concurrence of the members of the House from ` #24 thecircuitand district courts of the United States | 


Iowa, the Senate here need not press a partic- 
ular policy to such a degree as to rule this bill 
out and reject it, now that it has passed the 
other House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kansas desires that the bill be passed 
over; and the next bill will be reported. 


PROCEEDINGS IN FEDERAL COURTS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 151) to further the administration of 
justice. 

Mr. POMEROY. Let that be passed over. 
The Senator from Wisconsin who reported it 
[Mr. Carpenter] is not here to-day, and I 
understand he desires to address the Senate 


upon it. 


Mr. STEWART afterward said: I should 
i| like to inquire if Senate bill No. 151, to further 
‘| the administration of justice, was objected to? 
* The VICK PRESIDENT. It was passed 
over, it being stated that the Senator from 
Wisconsin [Mr. Carpenter] desired to speak 
upon it when it came up. 

Mr. STEWART. = Thisis a bill that I do not 
think he cares to speak about, [t wos the bill 
to increase the judge’s salaries he wanted to 
speak about. 

Mr. POMEROY. If the Senator knows that 
l have no objection. . 

Mr. STEWART. Hespoketo me in regard 
to the bill increasing salaries. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thebill will be 
stated again, subject to objection. 

The Secretary, It is a bill (S. No. 151) to 
further the administration of justice. 


The Committee on the Judiciary reported : 


an amendment, to strike out all after the eu- 
acting clause of the bill, and in lieu thereof to 
insert the following: 


That from and after tho ist day of July, in tho 
year of our Lord 1870, the several district judges of 
the United States shail bo relieved from all duty of 
holding thecircuit court in their respective districts, 
and from sitting in the circuit court held therein, 
except in tho absence of the circuit judge and the 
justice of the Supreme Court allotted to the circuit; 
but the district judges shall havo the same power as 
circuit judges at chambers to grant writs and orders 


in cases pending in the circuit court of their respect- | 


ive districts, which aro usually granted in the first 


instance upon an ex parte application, and may, in | 
their discretion, also hear and determine applications | 
to vacate or modify such writs or orders by them ‘ 


granted; but no injunction granted by a district 
judge atter this act shall take effect, in any cuuse 
pending in said circuit court, shali continue beyond 
the third day of the next torm of the circuit court, 
after the same shall have been granted, unless con- 
tinued by order of said circuit court; and any writ 
granted or order made by said district judge in any 
cause pending in the circuit court may be modified or 
vacated by said circuit court. g 

SEC. 2. And beit further enacted, That no judgment, 
decree, or order of a circuit or district court of the 
United States in any civil action at law orin equity, 
rendered after this act shall take effect, shall be 
reviewed by the Supreme Court of the United States 
on writ of error or appeal, unless the writ of error 
be sued out or the appeal be taken within two years 
afterthe entry ofsuch judgment, decree, ororder; and 
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facta upon which the complainantclaims relief; and 
every fact stated in said bill aud not denied by tho 
answer thereto, cither expressly or upon the inform- 
ation and belief of tho defendant, shall, on the hear- 
ing ofsaid cause, be deemed and taken to be truc. 
Src. 7. And be it further enacted, ‘Thatin common- 


| law causes in the cireuit and district courts of tho 
; United States the plaintiff shall he entitled to sim- 


ilar remedies, by attachment or other process against 
the proper- y of tho defendant, which aro provided 
for by the laws of the State applicable to State courts 
at the time such causo is commonced; and the party 
recovering judgment shall bo entitled to similar 
remedies upon the same, by execution or otherwise, 
to reach the property of thoJudgmatt debtor, asaro 
provided by the laws of the State within which such 


: district or cireuit courts are held in like cases: Pro. 
i vided, That similar preliminary aflidavits or proofs, 


and similar security as required by such laws, shall he 
first furnished by the party seeking such attachment 
or other remedy. 

Sec. 8. And be tt further enacted, That whenever 
notice is given of a motion for aninjunction out ofa 
circuit or district court of the United States, tho 
court or tho judge thereof may, if there appear to 
bo danger of irreparable injury from delay, grant an 
order restraining tho act sought to be enjoined until 
the decision upon the motion. Such order may, be 
granted with or without security, in the discretion 
of the court or judge: Provided, That no justice of 
the Supremo Court shall hear or allow any applica- 
tion for un injunction or restraining order cxcept 
within tho circuit to which he is allotted, or at such 
place outside of the circuit as the parties may in 
writing stipulate. 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That no indict- 

ment found and presented by a grand jury in any 
district or circuit court of tho United States shall 
be deemed insufficient, nor shall the trial, judgment, 
or other procecding thercon be affected by reason 
of any defect or imperfection in matter of form 
only, which shall not tend to the prejudice of tho 
defendant. 
_ Src. 10. And be tt further enacted, That in all crim- 
inal causes tho defendant may be found guilty of any 
offense, the commission of which is necessarily in- 
cluded in that with which he is charged in the indict- 
ment, or may bo found guilty of anattemptto commit 
the offense so charged; Provided, That such attempt 
be itself a separate offense. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That on an indict- 
ment against several, if the jury cannot agree upon 
a vordiot as to all, they may render a verdict as to 
those in regard to whom they do agree, on which a 
judgment shall be entered accordingly; and the 


' cause as to the other defendants may be tried by 


another jury. 1 

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That any party 
or person desiring to have any judgment, decree, or 
order of any district or circuit court reviewed on 


. writ of error or appeal, and to stay proceedings 


no judgment, decree, or order of a district court, ren- |: 
dered after thisact shali take effect, shali be reviewed ' 
by a circuit court of the United States upon like | 
process or appeal, unless the process be sued out or | 
the appeal be taken within one year after theentry of | 
thejudgment, decree, or order sought to be reviewed: | 
Provided, That where a party entitled to prosecute ; 


a writ of error or to take an appeal is an infant, or ; 


non compos mentis, or imprisoned, such writ of error 
may be prosecuted, or such appeal may be taken, 
within the periods above designated after the entry 


of the judgment, decree, or order, exclusive of the |: 


: term of such disability. d 
affirm, modify, or reverse the judgment, decree, or 


, order brought before it for review, or may direct ;! ` 
‘| (8. No. 726) for the relief of Joseph Lanman. 


: such judgment, decree, or order to be rendered, or 
such further proceedings to be had by the inferior 
court as the justice of the case may require. 
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Supreme 
' Court may at any timo in its discretion, and upon 
such terms as it may deem just, and where thedefect 
_ has not injured and the amendment will not preju- 
dice the defendant in error, allow ûn amendment of 
a writ of error, when there is a mistake in the teste 
’ of the writ, or a seal to the writ is wanting, or when 
the writ is made returnable on a day other than the 
day of the commencement of the term next ensuing 


| the issue of the writ, or when the statement of the 
| 
| 
} 


title of the action or parties thereto in the writ is 
| defective, if the defect can beremedied by reference 
to the accompanying record, and in other particulars 
of form where the defect has not prejudiced, and the 
amendment will not injure the defendant in error; 
:) Shall possess the like power of amendment of all pro- 
: cess returnable to or before them. 
| Sre. 4. And be it further enacted, That a bill of ex- 
| ceptions hereafter allowed in any cause shall be 
: deemed sufficiently authenticated if signed by the 
: judge of the court in which the cause was tried, or 
| by the presiding judge thereof, if more than one judge 
gat on the trialof the cause, without any seal of court 
"ov judge being annexed thereto; and all process 
` issued from tho courts of the United States shall bear 
:: teste from the day of such issue. 
© BEC, 5, And be it further enacted, That the practice, 
i: pleadings, and forms and modes of proceeding in 
‘| common-law causesin the circuit and district courts 
t: of the United States shall conform, as near as may 
| be, to the practice, pleadings, and forms and modes 
‘| of proceeding existing at the time in like causes in 
i| the courts of record of thé State within which such 
| circuit or district courts are held, any rule of said 
|| court to the contrary notwithstanding: i Uon 
| Sec. 6. And beit further enacted, Lhat in suits in 
1 equity inthe circuit and district courts of the United 
States the bill of complaint shall concisely state the 


i there 


The appellate court may `: 


‘ admiral in the United States 
‘ ence between the pay of a commodore and that 


thereon during the pendency of such writ of error 
or appeal, may give the security required by law 
} or within sixty daysafter the rendition of such 
judgment, decree, or order, or afterward with the 
permission of a justice or judge of the said appellate 
court. 


Mr. BOREMAN. 
should be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. 


I prefer that that bill 


JOSEPH LANMAN. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


It provides for paying to Joseph Lanman, rear 
avy, the differ- 


of a rear admiral of the United States Navy, 
from December 7, 1867, to April 14, 1868, 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Let the report be 
read in that case. 

The Secretary read the report submitted by 
Mr. Stocxron, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, on the 30th of March, as follows: 


The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the petition of Rear Admiral Joseph Lan- 
man, praying the difference of pay between commo- 
dore and rear admiral from December 7, 1867, to 
April 14, 1868, have considered the same, and report 
as follows: 

, That on the 18th of December, 1867, the nomina- 
tion ofthe petitioner to be resradmiral was madeout 
at the Navy Department, to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of Rear Admiral James S. Palmer, 
December 7, 1867. ants 

That on the same day the nomination so made out 
was taken by the Secretary of the Navy in person 
to the President for his signature; that through tho 
mistake or inadvertence of the President’s secre- 


! tary thenomination was mislaid, and did not reach 


the Senate till April, 1868. i 

That his commission gives the petitioner rank as 
rear admiral from December 8, 1868, but that he has 
been allowed the pay due to that rank only from 
April 14, 1868, the date of his commission, having 
been allowed only the pay of commodore from 
December 8, 1867, to April 14, 1863. 

The foregoing statement of facts shows that the 
petitioner failed to secure his commission as rear 
admiral, at or about the time, of his nomination, 
only through the mistake or inadvertence of an- 
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ther, which ought not, in justice, to affect injuri- | 

ously his position in ihosereice, or prevent him from : 
btaining his just pay. M 

¢ Thecommitioe therefore report the accompanying 


bill, and ask its passage. 

Before the reading was concluded, 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator who re- 
ported this bill is not in his seat. He might 
explain it if he were here, perhaps. Task that 
it be over, 

Mr. ANTHONY. The report explains itself. 
It is a perfectly clear case. I think the report 
explains it very fully. There can be bat one 
opinion about it. : 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I hope there will be 
no objection. 

Mr. POMEROY, I will hearthe report read 
through. 1 did not think it was very clear. 

The Secretary resumed and concladed the 
reading of the report. 

Mr. FENTON. I am not certain that I 
object to this bill ; but I wish to submit whether 
it will not form a precedent that will inyolve 
a great many cases of a similar character in 
the Army as well as inthe Navy. I have one 
in my mind now. A colonel in the one hun- 
dred and fifty-seeond regiment of New York, 
after the battle at Atlanta, was assigned to the 
command of a brigade, and upon the recom- 
mendation of General Sherman he was com- 
missioned as a brigadier general. In the capa- 
city of a brigadier general he continued until 
he reached Washington at the grand review in 
the last of May, 1865, bat his commission did 
not reach him till a few days before; and he 
was only mustered into the service and had 
rank from a few weeks before he was mustered 


out. This is only one of a number of cases | 
that [have in my mind, and I think the passage ` 


of this bill will lead to special legislation of 
this character, which we had better pretty well 
consider before we enter upon it. I venture to 
ask that the bill be passed over forthe present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. The next bill will be stated. 

Mr. FENTON. The Senator from Connec- 
ticut (Mr. SEE a appeals to me to with- 


draw my objection until he can make a state- 1 
ment. l 
Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Until we take the . 
vote. 
Mr. FENTON. I prefer that it should be | 


over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from ` 
New York insists on the objection, and the bill , 


will be passed over. 
EMMOR WARE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 


(H. R. No. 702) for the relief of Emmor Ware. 
It provides for paying to Emmor Ware, late 
postmaster at Buttersville, Indiana, $115 in 


fall for postage stamps of which he was robbed | 


while postmaster, on the night of the 23d day 
of January, 1868, and for which he has ac- 
counted to the Post Office Department. 

Mr. CORBETT. That is for refunding 
money for stolen postage stamps. I think the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Epucwps] objects 


to all these bills. Let it go over until he is | 


present. 
Mr. RAMSEY. There is a report in that 
cage. It is a House bill with a House report. 
Mr. CORBETT. I ask that the bill go over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 


over. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Thatisvery singular. Wh 
should this bill be objected to? Da for ne 
small sam, and had better be taken off the 
Calendar. The Senator from Vermont ob- 
jected in another case because the proof was 
not clear to his mind. Here there can be no 
doubt. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understand the Senator 
from Vermont to object to all these cases. 

Mr. RAMSEY. id the Senator from Ver- 
mont desire the Senator from Oregon to object 
in his absence? 

Mr. CORBETT. I object in his absence. 


HENRY N. GALPIN. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 207) for the relief 

| of Henry N. Galpin, postmaster at Berlin, Con: 
necticut. The bill is a direction to the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury, in settling 


the accounts of Henry N. Galpin, as postmas- | 


ter at Berlin, Connecticut, to credit and allow x! 


to him $150 for postage stamps of which he | 


was robbed by burglars on the night of October 
16, 1868, without fault or negligence on his 


art, 
3 Mr. TRUMBULL. Isthere a reportin that 


case ? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Does not that come under 
the rule? 


: judge. 


Mr. RAMSEY. UnderMr. Epuunns’s rule? | 


I appeal to the Senator from Oregon [Mr. 
Consett] whether it does or not. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary || the two essential differences between the two 


will read the report of the House committee. 
Mr. RAMSEY. Does this fall under the 


rule? 
Mr. CORBETT. This falls under the rule 
of the Senator from Vermont. I object. 


Mr. HARLAN. I have been requested to 
examine that bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. But unless my friend has 
some objection to it I hope he will let us pro- 
ceed with it. The chairman of the committee 
ia absent, and he asked me to look after the 
bill, It has been carefully considered in com- 
mittee, and I have an amendment to move in 
the nature of a substitute, to strike out all after 
the enacting clause and insert the proposition 
which comes from the committee. It is re- 
garded as important that it should pass. 

Mr. POMEROY.  Whatis the amendment? 

Mr. SUMNER. The bill has already passed 
the House of Representatives creating one 
The Senate committee propoge two 
judges instead of one. The House bill also 
proposes to make their term of holding office 


:, during good behavior, practically for lite. The 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from ` 


Oregon objects, and it will be passed over. 
-© Mr. SHERMAN. We have passed several 
j bills allowing such claims in the case of rev- 
| enue officers who have lost revenue stamps 
where there was clearly no fault on their part. 
I do not see why the rule should not apply to 
ostmasters. 
i Mr. CORBETT. The Senator from Vermont, 
| I believe, desires to be heard on these bills. I 
i object to the consideration of this bill. 


THOMAS E. SCOTT. 
The next business on the Calender was the 


` joint resolution (H. R. No. 210) for the relief | 


` of Thomas E. Scott, late postmaster at Cerro 
Gordo, Illinois. 
Mr. CORBETT. Let that be passed over. 


amendment limits it to six years. These are 
bills. Besides, the Senate bill, if I may say 
so, is taken into a new draft. It is a more 
accurate bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. Iam in favor of the Sen- 
ate bill and not of the House. 

Mr. SUMNER. Ihope. therefore, the Sen- 
ate will proceed with the bill. 

Mr. HARLAN, I will withdraw my objec- 
tion until [ hear the bill read. 

Mr. SUMNER. Has the Seerctary the 
amendment of the committee? I will send it 
to the Chair. It isto strike out all after the 
enacting clause and to insert a substitute. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the substi- 
tute, but before concluding, 

Mr. BOREMAN. Is that substitute offered 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, or reported 
by the Committee on the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. SUMNER. This is the substitute of 


the Senate committee. 


| I think the postmaster can stand that loss; it | 


| is only sixty-nine dollars. 
R. L. D. BURCHFIELD. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
|! (H. R. No. 28) for the relief of Robert L, D. 
Burchfield. By its terms the Paymaster Gen- 


‘| thi 


of infantry, for the time during which he shall 
make satisfactory proof that he actually served 
in that capacity without pay. 


case? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no re- 


ort. 
p Mr. TRUMBULL. We ought to know what 
| itis. Let it be laid aside until the Senator 
from North Carolina [Mr. AsBorrt] is here to 
explain it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
|| passed over. 


JOHN SHELTON. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 788) for the relief of Lieutenant John 
Shelton. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I object to it tempora- 
rily, until the Senator from North Carolina 
comes in. It is of the same character as the 
last bill. 

ISAAC H. ALLEN. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 784) for the relief of Isaac H. Allen. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That comes from the 
same committee, is reported by the same Sen- 
ator, and is the same kind of a bill. 


over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over. 
_ DISTRICT POLICE COURT. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(H. R. No. 88) to establish a police court for 
the District of Columbia. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there a report inthat | 


Let it lie | 


i 


Mr. BOREMAN. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts proposes to offer as a substitute, as 
I understand, a whole bill—— 


Mr. SUMNER. That is wbat is reading 


‘now. The substitute from the Senate Commit- 


tee on the District of Columbia is now reading. 
Mr. BOREMAN. My inquiry was whether 


| this was a substitute offered by the Senator or 


| eral is directed to pay to Robert L. D. Burch- ; By tne: committee, 


field, late second lieutenant of company D, `| 
rd North Carolina mounted infantry, the | 
full pay and allowances of a second lieutenant . 


Mr. SUMNER. The Clerk is now reading 
the reportof the Senate Committee onthe Dis- 
trict of Columbia made by the Senator from 
Maine [Mr. Hamuin] whois now absent, being 
a substitute for the House bill. 

Mr. BOREMAN. Reported by the Senator 
from Massachusetts? 

Mr. SUMNER. No; I am acting in a very 
humble capacity for my friend, the Senator 
from Maine, whois absent. I am a member 
of the committee. 

Mr. BOREMAN. I was not furnished with 
what was being read. I find it does not corre- 
spond with the printed bill before me. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator has the House 
bill. What the Clerk is now reading is the 
report of the Senate Committee. 

Mr. DAVIS. I object to the further con- 
sideration of this bill. í 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 


over. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator will 
allow the reading to be finished. 

Mr. DAVIS. It will have to be read again 
when taken up. 

. Mr. SUMNER. It need not be read again 
if itis read now. 

Mr. DAVIS. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Kentucky objects, and the bill will be 
passed over. 

AMERICAN UNION ACADEMY. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 694) to incorporate the American Union 
Araian? of Literature, Science, and Art. 

Mr. WILSON. Let that be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 
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Mr. DRAKE. I withdraw the motion 
the present. 


PATENT DEVICE FOR SHEBRING BOOMS. 
The next billon the Calendar was the bill 
(8. No. 743) confirming and extending a pat- 
ent right to Levi W. Pond and the Eau Claire 
Lumber Company. 
The bill, which was read, provides that the | 


about it, and because I am thoroughly opposed 
as a general rule to the extension of patents. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be Mr. CAMERON. This amendment of the 
passed over. | charter of this company T objected to some 

| BENJAMIN 8. RICHARDS. | time ago. I think it will in the end probably 


The next business on the Calendar was the | destroy the institution; but the people con- 


for 


l 


rights described in the letters-patent granted 
on the 4th of August, 1868, to Levi W. Pond 
aud the Eau Claire Lumber Company, of the 
county of Eau Claire and State of Wisconsin, 
citizens of the United States, to an invention 
therein described and referred to, shall be 
canted, confirmed, and extended to Levi W. 

ond and the Eau Claire Lumber Company, 
their heirs and assigns, for the full term of 
seventeen years from the Ist day of June, 
1370, notwithstanding that the invention may 
have been to some extent possessed and en- 
joyed by the public prior to the date of the 
application for the patent, which was filed on 
the 23d day of January, 1868, the invention so 
granted and confirmed being described in the 
letters and application as an ‘‘ improved de- 
vice for sheering booms.” All rights and 
privileges heretofore sold and granted by the 
satentees to make, construct, use, or vend the 
ivention, and not forfeited by the purchasers 
or grantees, are to inure to and be enjoyed 
by such purchasers or grantees respectively, 
a3 fully and upon the same conditions during 
tae period hereby granted, as for the term that 
did exist when such sale or grant was made. 
Any person who had, more than two years 
prior to the date of the application for the 


patent, bona fide erected or constructed any ` 


such machine or structure for the purpose of 
putting the invention into use in any of its 
modifications is to have and enjoy the right 
of using the invention in any such specific 
machine or structure so actually erected more 
than two years prior to the date of the applica- 
tion for a patent in all respects as though this 
act had not been passed ; but no person, with- 
out grant or license from the patentees, or 
their assigns, is to have or enjoy by virtue of 
this act any other or greater privileges or 
rights than he would have or enjoy if it had 
not been passed. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That, it strikes me, is objection I should like to take up House bill , 


a very extraordinary bill, extending a patent 
y act of Congress for seventeen years. I 
have never known such a case. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. The invention has been | 


used by the public, it seems. 

_ Mr. WILLEY. This is a bill reported by 
the Senator from Wisconsin, [ Mr. CARPENTER. ] 
The Senate has taken notice that the patent 


has just been issued, and this is to correspond ` 
with the present law. The object of the bill is ` 


to validate a patent already issued, there being 
some doubts about whether it has not been for- 
feited by the article having been in use more 


than two years prior to the issue of the patent. 


The object of this bill is to validate the patent, 
notwithstanding that. that may have been the 
case. The Senate will perceive that it is a 
tent for an invention which can be very 
{mited in its use and in its operation, and the 
monopoly of whieh would not operate very 
extensively anywhere. It is for the creation 
of a boom, and the inveation itself is of such 


‘a character that it must necessarily have been | 


exposed to the public in the process of its con- 
struction; and the whole obj 
simply to validate a patent which issued, I 
believe, in 1868, and to give it the length of 
term for which patents issue now and for which 
that patent- issued. It did issue for seventeen 
years, and this bill is only to validate the patent 
in point of fact for this term, making it seven- 
teen years. It does not increase the term of 
the patent at all. Itis not for the extension 
of a patent; it isto validate one which has just 
been issued, in respect to which there is some 
doubt whether at the time it was issued the 
patentee had a right to his patent. 

Mr. HOWELL. I object to the bill simply 
on the ground that I do not know anything 


ject of this bill is | 
| 


£ 


` joint resolution (S. R. No. 118) to place the 
. name of Benjamin S. Richards on the Navy 
Register; which was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs reported 
an amendment, to strike out all after the 
resolving clause and to insert the following: 


That the President of the United States be, and he 
is, authorised, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to appoint Ensign Benjamin S. Rich- 
ards a master on tho active list of the Navy, to date 
from the 26th day of March, 1869, with tho pay of 
that grade from thatdate. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to hear that 


` explained. 


Mr. DRAKE. I will explain it. This young 
man was an ensign in the Navy and was re- 
quired to be examined with reference to pro- 
motion to the grade of master. At the time 


that he was examined he was just recovering © 


from a very severe illness, and was infirm 
both in body and in mind. He failed to pass 
his examination, and they placed him on the 
retired list. Afterward, when recovered his 
health, he was reéxamined and passed an excel- 
lent examination; but he cannot get back to 
his place on the active list without the author- 
‘ity of Congress. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate as amended, and the amendment was con- 
curred in. The joint resolution was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed. Its title was 
amended so as to read: “A joint resolution 
to authorize the restoration of Benjamin S. 

Richards to the active list of the Navy.” 


FREEDMEN’S SAVINGS COMPANY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill ` 


(S. No. 782) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An 

act to incorporate the Freedmen’s Savings and 

Trust Company,’’ approved March 8, 1865. 
Mr. PATTERSON, If the Senate has no 


No. 1594, which covers the same subject, and 

has passed the House; while if we pass the 

Senate bill it will have to go to the House. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


the Senate bill the House bill of the same title. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 1594) 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to incorpor- 


i ate the Freedmen’s Savings and Trust Com- 


pany,” approved March 3, 1865. It proposes 


: to add to the fifth section of the act approved 


March 8, 1865, the words following: 


And to the extent of ono half in bonds or notes, , 
; securcd by mortgage on real estate in-double the 


value of the loan: and the corporation is also author- 
ized hereby to hold and improve the real estate now 
owned hy it in the city of Washington, to wit: the 


: west half of lot No. 3, all of lots 4,5,6, and 7, and the 


soutb half of lot No. 8, in square No. 221, as laid out 


| and recorded in the original plats or plan of said 


city: Provided, That said corporation shall not use 


: the principal of any deposits made with it for the 


purpose of such improvement. 


Mr. DRAKE. Ithink the Senate should 


| transact to-day some executive business. 


Mr. SUMNER. Let us finish this bill, 


Itis four o’clock now, 


Mr. PATTERSON. It is avery short bill. 


| The VICH PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
i 


state to the Senator from Missouri that the 


| order of the Senate is that no other business 


shall be in order until the Calendar has been 
concluded, and it requires, therefore, unani- 
i mous consent to go into executive session. 


4 
t 
4 
į 


If there be no . 


$ . : h te . id . ` 
pO On e wae raaro pieeo on the Calendar is the bill (H. R. No. 1427) 


: to provide for the creation of corporations in 


cerned in its management and those most inter- 


: ested, the colored people, have written to me 


remonstrating against my course; and if they 
want to be cheated I do not know that it is 
worth while for me to make much trouble about 
it. It is a principle which ought not to go into 
any banking institution at all. It is endanger- 
ing the depositors of the funds, the small de- 
positors especially. They are in the hands 
of persons entirely irresponsible, except the 
responsibility given by their character. They 
will be led probably into speculations; and if 
this money is once invested in real estate it 
will be very difficult to get it back. My experi- 
ence has been that whenever institutions of 
this kind have invested their money in real 
estate they have gone to destruction. I shall 
vote against the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. CORBETT. Is that clause contained 
in the bill giving the right to improve real 
estate? 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
read. 


Mr. CAMERON. I think the bill had better 


<; lie over. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Tt will lie over. 


If there be no objection the Senate bill of the 
' same title will be indefinitely postponed. The 


Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. PATTERSON. What is the objection 
to the House bill? 

Mr. CAMERON. I object with the intention 
of preparing an amendment to-morrow which 


I think will make it less objectionable. 


DISTRICT CORPORATION LAW. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We seem to be making 
very little progress. The Senate is evidently 
wearied, and there is some executive business 
that ought to be attended to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senate will pass 
the next bill we shall be relieved of about one 
ae of the bills on the Calendar, hereafter, I 

ope. : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to 


that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The next bill 


the District of Columbia by general law. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. While I am up I wish 
to say that I desire to ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate for a short executive ses- 


sion. 
. Mr. SHERMAN. After this bill is passed 


I shall have no objection. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Very well. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


: proceeded to consider House bill No. 1427. 


oe VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
read. 

Mr. HOWELL. I know that this bill isa 
sound bill, and if it be within the rules of order 
by general consent to pass it at once I should 
like to see it done. It has passed the Honse, 
and been thoroughly examined by the Com- 


" mittee on the District of Columbia. 
Mr. DRAKE. This bill, I fear, will take | 
:: gome time to consider. 
, and there is important executive business to be ` 
:: transacted. I move, therefore, that the Senate 
: proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, and that will leave this bill the first on 
the Calendar for to-morrow. 


Mr. POMEROY. The reading can be dis- 
pensed with by unanimous consent. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there any 
prcnes to dispensing withthe reading of the 
ill? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam as much fatigued 


‘and impatient as anybody, but I dislike to 


bare a bill pass the Senate that has never been 
read, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Illinois objects. The Secretary will read 
the bill? a 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill, and 


| having read to the end of the eleventh section, 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. As that bill will take 
some considerable time we shall hardly be 
able to get through with it thisevening. Task 


unanimous consent that we proceed to the con- 


sideration of executive business. 


Mr. SUMNER. It being understood that |' 


this isthe pending business. . 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Illinois asks unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of execa- . 


tive business. 


Mc. SUMNER. The Secretary will con- ʻi 
tinue the reading of this bill to-morrow where | 


he leaves off. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, on page 
86, the reading being about two thirds through. 


The Chair hears no objection to the proposi- |. 


tion of the Senator from Illinois. The Ser- : 


geant-at-Arms willclear the galleries and close ` 
‘man from Rhode Island, [Mr. Jenckes,] who | 
morning hourclosed yesterday | had not quite 


the doors. i : , 
After some time spent in the consideration of 


executive business the doors were reopened, — 


and thé Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, April 28, 1870. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 


ending quéstion at the adjournment of the 
House yesterday will come up immediately after 
the morning hour of to-day. | 
CORRECTION OF TIIE JOURNAL. 
Mr. WOODWARD. I am recorded on the 
Journal as having been absent at the beginning 


| of the session yesterday, when the motion was 
! made for a call of the House. I was present, 
| and voted in the affirmative. I ask that the ` 


Journal may be corrected accordingly. 
The SPEAKER. The correction will be 
made. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 


The Honse then resumed the consideration 
of a bill (H. R. No. 1328) to establish a depart- 
ment of justice. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio , 
* manfrom Ohio, [Mr. Lawrence, ] that he may 


[Mr. Lawrence] is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I yield to the gentle- 


desires to move.some amendments to the bill. 


. Mr. JENCKES, I move to amend section | 
` three by inserting the word ‘‘ naval” before 
the words ‘“‘ Judge Advocate General.’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I move to amend sec- 


; tion fourteen by inserting after the words ‘‘ne- 


cessary to enable the President and heads ot 


Executive Departments” the words ‘and the | 


heads of bureaus and other officers in such 


yesterday. The heads of Departments may act 
on their own discretion; but when they take 
advicé we want to know what that advice is, 80 
that the law department of the Government 
shall not be giving different advice to different 
heads of Departments or different bureaus. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. The bill only takes care, 


i| then, that these officers shall be well informed 


on legal questions; and if afterward they 
choose to go wrong they are responsible. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. And the decis- 
ions of the law officers are to be recorded ina 


_ single office. 


Mr. JENCKES. Yes, sir. I now insist on 
the demand for the prévious question. 
The previous question was seconded and the 


' main question ordered. 


Mr. JENCKES. I now yield to the gentle- 


finish his remarks. . 
Mr. LAWRENCE | Mr. Speaker, when the 


finished the remarks which I designed to sub- 
mit to the House on this bill. ’ I had endeav- 
ored to establish two propositions: first, that 


: this bill is necessary to secure uniformity in 


the legal opinions given to the President, the 
heads of Dopartments, the heads of bureaus, 


‘and other officers of the Government for the 
; guidance of their official action ; and secondly, 
ii that the bill is important in order to save the 


approved. Departments.” || unnecessary expenditure of more than one 
partments. | 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. P nt i hundred thousand dollars annually for extra- 
Mr. ALLISON. Icallfor the regular order. Pc JENCEBS, I have no objection to that |! official fees to counsel. J think the facts sub- 
| 


| mitted to the House by the gentleman from 
|| Rhode Island, [Mr. Jexcxes,] and those 
|| which I had the honor also to present, suffi- 


Mr. PORTER. Task unanimous consent to 
introduce for action at this time a bill for the |: 
removal of political disabilities from Isaac H. |; 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. I would suggest the 


Christian, of Charles City county, Virginia. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Has Mr. Christian made 
application for the removal of his political dis- 
abilities? 
Mr. PORTER. He has; and if the House 
will give me a few moments of time I will 


explain the necessity for the passage of this jj 


bill at this time. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I object. 


DARRELL VS. BAILEY—~LOUISIANA. 


Mr. STEVENSON, from the Committee of 
Elections, submitted a report upon the con- 
tested-election case of C. B. Darrell vs. Adolph 
Bailey, from the third congressional district.of 
the State of Louisiana, accompanied by the 
following resolutions: ` : 

Resolved, That Adolph Bailey is. not entitled to a 
geat as Representative in the Forty+First Congress 

rom the third district of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That C. B. Darrall is entitled to a seat as 
Representative in the Forty-First Congress from tho 
third district of Louisiana. 7 

The report and resolutions were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. STEVENSON. 1 will call up this case 
-as soon as the condition of the public business 
will justify it. ; 

Mr. KERR. Task permission to submit a 
minority report in this case. . 

No objection was made; and leave was 
accordingly granted. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Task unanimous consent 
to introduce a bill for reference. 

Mr. McGREW. I insist upon the regular 
order. If leave is refused to one member to 
introduce business out of the general order it 
should be refused to all. : 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
-called for, the morning hour will now begin, 
at seventeen minutes past twelve o'clock. 

Mr. PAINE. When the House adjourned 
yesterday the pending question was upon sec- 
onding the previous question upon a motion to 
limit debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
tariff bill. | 

The SPEAKER. The mere fact of calling | 
the previous question gives a question nohigher | 
rank, until the previous question is seconded | 
and the main question ordered. 


In regard to jj 


the tariff bill, that bill having been made a 
special order after the morning hour, the 


i 
at 


propriety of amending the third section of this ii 


bill by inserting after the words ‘‘the naval 


Mr. JENCKES. I have no objection tothat 
amendment. ` o 
- The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr: ALLISON. I understand the gentle- 
man to. say that by this bill the law officers now 
in the Treasury Department are transferred to 
the new department. Are they under the con- 
trol of the Secretary of the Treasury in any 


way, or are they under the control of the head | 
| of the new department ? 


Mr. JENCKES. ‘They are stbordinate to 
the Attorney General. = 
Mr. ALLISON. 
in some way to be responsible to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for they are constantly re- 
quired to be in communication with that officer. 
Mr. JENCKES. Under this bill they have 


the Treasury. 


would like to ask a question. 


an officer for such a purpose, or cani he directly, 
as he now does call upon an officer, as he now 
calls upon the solicitor of the ‘l'reasury, to take 
up the specific business ? . 

Mr. JENCKES.. He can call upon the offi- 
cerdirectly. Thatmatter has been considered ; 
and this bill does not disturb the existing rela- 
tions in that particular. 


- Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Iam glad that 


“puch is the fact. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I wish to pat an in quiry 
to the gentleman having this bill in charge. 
If one of the heads of Departments propounds 
‘an interrogatory to these law officers through 
the Attorney General: and gets an answer, is 
he bound by the answer, or may he afterward 
go on and do as he pleases? 


Nt. JENCKES, That was folly explained 


ciently prove these propositions. Upon the 


solicitor‘and naval Judge Advocate General” : fret point, however—the necessity of Securing 


| the words:'‘ who shall hereafter be known as 
| naval solicitor.’ ; 


uniformity in the advice given to the officers of 


ii the Government—I propose to submit a few 
t additional remarks. 


We all understand that it is the duty of the 


| President to advise Congress by message as to 
i the measures which he deems necessary tor 


the public good. We also understand that by 
‘usage there are certain officers of the Govern- 


| ment, heads of Departments, who are members 


of what is called by common usage ‘the Cab- 
inet.” Jam well aware that there is no law 
which organizes the Cabinet; bat almost from 


i! the foundation of the Government the Presi- 
i dent has been in the habit of calling a council 
i; of the heads of Departments and taking their ` 
It séems to me they ought | 


advice upon all important public matters; and 


: these officers acting in that capacity are in ` 
' common parlance called ‘the Cabinet.” Now, 
l| the Attorney General is one of the officers who, 
in accordance with this usage, has been con- 
no necessary connection with the Secretary of : 


sulted by the President. The President takes 


i: the opinion of these heads of Departments; yet, 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. On that point I | 
When there | 
arises a question as to a payment out of the ; 
Treasury, or the settlement of an account or ` 
claim, the Secretary of the Treasury may need | 
at once a responsible law officer to come at his ` 
-order and examine a question of that kind. 

Now, I want to know whether undér this bill ` 
the Secretary of the Treasury will be ¢om- |. 
pelled to rely on the Attorney General to detail `- 


as the law now stands, it is perfectly apparent 
that the law officers of the several Departments 


“may advise the heads of the Departments in 


one way upon subjects of public importance 
affecting their Departments, and the Attorney 
General may advise the President and the Cab- 
inet, when they are assembled, in a totally dif- 
ferent way upon the same subject. 

Now, I submit to the House that it is utterly 
impossible that the President can intelligently 


"advise Congress or act without embarrassment 


on affairs relating to our international rights, 


`; obligations, and duties when there is a law 
“officer in the State Department, as now, advis- 


ing the head of that Department in one way 


‘while the Attorney General may be advising 


the President in a different way. And thus 


‘our rights in relation to foreign nations, our 


duties to them, are controlled, or are liable to 


pe contzolled, by different and conflicting conn- 
“sels, 
‘ of claims, the law officer of the State Depart- 


We have an officer called an examiner 


ment, advising the Secretary of State in mat- 
ters affecting our foreign relations, our daties 


i and obligations, while the President and Cab- 
: inet are receiving advice from the Attorney 
f General. . 


‘Then theaamedifficulty, asthe law now stands, 
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arises in almost every other Department of the 
Government. Inthe Treasury Department the 
Secretary of the Treasury is the head of the 
Department, including the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue. The Bureau of Internal Revenue ! 
has ita solicitor, and there is also a solicitor of | 
the Treasury, and these different officers are | 
advising, one the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue and the other the Secretary of the | 
Treasury and some of the bureaus, on matters | 
affecting the public interest and involving | 
millions of dollars annually, questions of the : 
gravestimportanceaffectingourrevenues, while | 


the Attorney General may be advising the | 
President, who is charged with the duty of | 


executing the laws in a different manner. It- 
will be impossible for the President to advise ` 
Congress intelligently or properly execute the | 


laws while this conflict of legal opinions exists, |; 
with the conflicting modes of administration || 


resulting from it. 

Here, then, are questions of an international: 
character which may affect the peace of our | 
Government and the peace of the world. Here | 
are questions relating to our revenues, affect- | 
ing the interests of the States, the citizens, and 
the nation. Here are questions affecting the 
power of Congress over the States, the duties 


and obligations of the States to the national | 
As the |: 


Government and their claims on it. 
law now stands there are or may be different | 
and conflicting opinions given by the different | 
law officers of the Government affecting all 
these questions. One case was alluded to by | 
the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. Beck] yes: | 
terday. 
Tennessee, applied to the President to furnish | 
„troops to aid him in the execution of the laws 
of that State. That application was very prop- | 
erly referred by the President to the Secretary 
of War, and he referred it to the Judge Advo- 
cate General of the Army. The Judge Advo- 
_cate gave a written opinion, deciding that troops 
could not, under the Constitution and laws, 
given to the Governor to aid him as he desired. 
t so happened in that particular case his opin- 
ion was correct; but he might have given a 
different opinion. This case is one of many 
which may arise when the Judge Advocate 
.General may give one opinion and the Attor- 
- ney General may give another; and thus the 
peace of these States would be imperiled by 
these conflicting, contradictory, irreconcilable 
law opinions, given either under the authority 
of law or without the authority of law. 

If, then, we would preserve uniformity in 
the legal opinions which are to guide us in our 

_ international obligations, inour interstate obli- 
gations, in relation to our revenue upon which 
the State. and the nation may be called to act 
this bill ig a necessity, and one which cannot 
be properly dispensed with. If the present 
system be continued the result will be that we 
will continue to have, as we now have, ‘‘con- 
fusion worse confounded.” , 

But I think I need not pursue this branch 
of the subject further. Certainly enough has 
been said to demonstrate the necessity of this 
bill to secure uniformity of legal opinions given 
by the various law officers of the Government 
on the various subjects on which they are called 
to act. 

So far I have said nothing of the details of 

- the bill, and I wish to say but a few words in 
relation to these. This bill proposes to estab- 

. lish “the department of justice.” I should 

_have preferred to call it the law department, 
because more in analogy to that which prevails 
in England, from which we have derived many 
of our institutions, but I do not regard it very 
essential whether we call itthe department, of 
jastice or the law department. Its purpose is 
the same whether you call it by one name or 
another. The bill which I had the honor to 
introduce on the 19th of February, 1868, in 
section three provided— 


“That the following bureaus shall be established in 
this department: a bureau of international law; a 


Not long since Governor Senter, of | 


ij 
| 
ij 


i 


| 


bureau Of revenue law; a bureau of military and 
naval law; a bureau of postal law; a bureau of land 


| it is within the 


law; a bureau of patent law; and a bureau of the 
Court of Claims; and there shall bea principal officer 
in each of said bureaus to be called a solicitor.” 

I believe that the present Attorney General 
prefers that the department of justice should 
not be thus subdivided into bureaus. But 
all these subjects are covered by the bill, and 
poner of the Attorney General 


to assign the duties which would belong to 


these several bureaus to one or more of the | 


officers authorized by the bill. The bill which : 


I had the honor to introduce and the bill now 
before the House agree in transferring to the 


department of justice all the present law officers | 
of the Government at Washington and in con- | 


solidating them all into one department, giving 
the Attorney General a supervisory power over 
them all, and intrysting to the department 
all the subjects properly cognizable by such 
a department, whether they are assigned to 


various bureaus, as contemplated by my bill, :: 
or generally to the department provided for by ` 


the bill now under consideration. 


one to which allusion was made by several 


marked, that the whole Judge Advocate’s office 
should have been transferred to this depart- 
ment of justice. There are now in the War 
Department a Judge Advocate General and 
eight assistant judge advocates. Every duty 
now performed by these officers would be per- 
formed under this bill much better than they 
i will be in the War Department. I hope that 
the Committee on Military Affairs will take up 
that subject so as to abolish the offices of the 
Judge Advocate General and his assistants, 
with a view to having their duties transferred 
to the department of justice. If this is done, 
it will bein the interest of retrenchment, econ- 
omy, and of the efficiency of the public service 
! of the country. It will tend to unify the con- 
' struction and administration of the laws of the 
United States, and to make the administration 
` of this department and of all the law services 


" of the Government symmetrical. 


But I will state to the House why, in my 
judgment, no transfer of the Judge Advocate 


ow unde! _ . » General or of his duties to the department of 
There is this difference, however, and it is ; 


| gentlemen who spoke on this bill yesterday. : 


The present bill does not interfere with the : 
present Judge Advocate General of the Army, . 


but leaves him and his eight assistant judge 


advocates to continue as law officers in the | 


War Department. 
the Judge Advocate General of the Army and 
so many of his assistants as were necessary 


I would have preferred that ` 


should have been transferred to the depart- ; 


ment of justice, and that the duties now de- 
volving upon the Judge Advocate General of 
the Army, and the solicitor and naval judge 
advocate, should all have been devolved upon 
one officer; and it would not be material 
whether that were done under the general 
provisions of this bill, or by the establishment. 
of a separate bureau in this department, to be 
denominated, as my bill originally proposed, a 
bureau of military and naval law. oes 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to ask whether 
the bill is so changed as not to subject the 
Judge Advocate General of the Army to its 
provisions? . 

Mr. LAWRENCE. That is changed as my 
colleague desired. I beg to say, as I have 
already stated to the House, and my colleague 
would have been aware of it if he had been 
listening, that{this bill does not interfere with 
the Judge Advocate General of the Army or 
his assistants so far as their official existence 
isconcerned. This bill, however, does transfer 


to the law department, or the department of | 


justice as it is now called, the cognizance of 


i all subjects of martial law, and the cognizance 
of all subjects of military and naval law, except |, m 
that portion of the administration of military |; 


justice which relates to military courts-martial, 
their proceedings, and the supervision of their 
records. Ifa question of martial law is to be 


-determined by the law officers of the Govern- 


mentit will now belong to the Attorney General 
orto this department ofjustice. It will notbelong 
to the Judge Advocate General of the Army. 
He will not be called upon for any opinion re- 
lating to martial law or military law, except as 
to that portion of the ad ministration of military 
law which relates to military justice. In other 
words, the Judge Advocate General, instead of 
giving legal opinions to the Secretary of War re- 
lating to the status of States of this Union, their 
right to call upon the Government for military 
protection or military aid, and other grave con- 


_stitutional questions, will be limited, as the 
law under which he was appointed designed 


he should be, to the mere supervision of the 
records and proceedings of military courts- 
martial; and as to these it will be the duty of 


important or doubtful questions. The Judge 
Kdrocale General will perform duties admin- 
istrative in their character and almost exclu- 
sively so. 

I would have preferred, as I have already re- 


justice has been proposed in this bill. ` If this 
had been done the bill would have encountered 
the opposition of some of the officers of the 
Bureau of Military Justice and their friends, 
and so great is the power of men in office, so 
difficult is it to abolish an office, that we were 
compelled in the consideration of this subject 
to leave tbe officers of this bureau untouched 
in their official tenure in order that this bill 
‘might get through Congress. But so far as the 
: solicitor and naval Judge Advocate General is 
concerned, he is transferred with all his super- 
. visory power over naval courts-martial, and the 
‘records and proceedings of such courts; so 
that to that extent this bill accomplishes the 
great purpose which it has in view of bringin 
into one department the whole legal service of 
the Government. Now, Mr. Speaker, I think 
enough has been said to show that this bill 
ought to become a law. I cannot conceive of 
any objection to it, and none has been pre- 


sented. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Willthe gentleman allow 
me to make an inguiry? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would like to know if 
this is the same bill, or substantially the same 
bill, as he introduced and which was before 
the Judiciary Committee during the last Con- 
gress? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. “Yes; it is much of it 
in the same words, and I think I am correct in 
saying that it had the consideration and in- 
dorsement of the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
[Mr. ELDRIDGE, ]} and I think of every member 
_ or almost every member of the Judiciary Com- 


ittee. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. No; the gentleman isa 
i little mistaken about that. I did not quite 
‘ agree to that bill. I thought it would add an- 
other department to the Government, and ulti- 
i mately another Cabinet minister, and I think 
now that will be the result of this bill. I think 
that is the purpose which the gentleman has in 


view. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. The gentleman from 

! Wisconsin understands very well that by law 
there is no such thing as a Cabinet officer. 
| There is no law creating a Cabinet in this 
| country. 
| Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman take 
: notice that there is such a thing in the Consti- 
tution as the heads of Departments? 

Neck ELDRIDGE. I was about to remark 
that. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I have taken notice of 
the Constitution some time ago. 38, 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, take notice of it in 


: ii your bill. 
the President and Secretary of War to ask | 


the opinion of the Attorney General on all ; 


Mr. LAWRENCE. The Departments have 
béen organized under the laws of the United 
States, which authorize the President to call 
upon the heads of Departments for their writ- 
| ten opinions; but there is no law which pro- 
»vides for their assemblage in Cabinet council, 
or which organizes or recognizes a Cabinet. 


1870. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3067 


—————— 


The Cabinet is the creature of usage anly. 
Bat since the establishment of the office of 


Attorney General the Attorney General has | 


been a member of the Cabinet by usage just 


as much as any head of a Department. He | 
ought to be in the Cabinet. There ought not : 
to be a Cabinet without a law officer; and this » 
while it creates a department, or converts | 


bill, e Í 
what is now the office of Attorney General into 


a department. 
It areal to create a department, 


and by | 


does not createa Cabinet officer, © 


I 


the usage the Attorney General will continue | 


to be a member of the Cabinet, as he has been |. 


since the foundation of the Government. The 
bill proposes to put the Attorney General pre- 


of Departments of the Government; and to 


Mr. JENCKES. I have no objection to that 
amendment, and I hope it will be agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. As the previous question 
is operating, it. will require unanimous con- 
sent. 

No objection was made; aud the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Is it.too late to offer 
amendments to this bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is, except by unani- 
mous consent, as the main question has been 
ordered. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to move to amend this bill by adding to it 


: i; the following : 
cisely upon the same footing as the other heads | 


that I think there ought not to be any objec» | 


tion. : 
"Nic. ELDRIDGE. I hear with profound | 


satisfaction the announcement of the gentle- 
man that he looked at the Constitution some 
time ago. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Yes; some time ago. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
another observation, and I think then he will 


come to theconclusion implied in the query of || 
ion there were—ayes 84, noes 73; no quorum 


his colleague from Ohio, { Mr. Brnewan, | that 


the Constitution does recognize the heads of |; 


Departments, and whatever by law, usage, or 
otherwise, we all know the fact that the Pres- 
ident of the United States has a Cabinet. We 
also know the fact that the number of which it 
is composed has been increased since the first 


I hope that he will take . 


organization of the Government. We know | 


that the tendency is in that direction. 
this bill to increase the number. 


selors, but there is expense in all this thing. 


The moment this new department is estab- | 


I be- | 
lieve that it is one of the ultimate purposes of |, 
It is said . 
that there is wisdom in a multitude of coun- | 
© time. 


lished the pay of its head will be raised to that | 
of a Cabinet minister, and this is one of the . 


steps that we are taking all the while in the’: 
direction of augmented expenditures of the |; 


Government. . I should. have thought the gen: | 
tleman’s love of economy would have led him | 


in the other direction. I suggested that idea 
to him when the bill similar to this was before 
the Judiciary Committee in the last Congress, 
and I supposed that he would have been in 
favor of and advocating propositions which 
reduced expenditures, and not of those that 
are constantly increasing them. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. If the gentleman had 


heard the remarks made yesterday and the || 


figures given he would have seen that this is 
a measure of retrenchment. But I have said 
enough to the House on this subject. I hope 
the vote will now be taken and that the bil 
will pass. 

Mr. JENCKES resumed the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I desire to ask 
the gentleman one question. I understood the 
gentleman to say that this bill ought to have 
included the Judge Advocate General of the 
Army, and is defective in that respect, and 
that the reason why a provision in reference to 
him was omitted was from the fear that that 
officer would defeat the passage of this bili. I 
wish to know if it is true that that motive 
operated upon the committee ? 

Mr. JENCKES. That matter is not within 
the domain of our committee, but belongs to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WELKER. I ask unanimous consent to 
move an amendment to section seventeen of 
this bill, by inserting the word ‘‘hereafter”’ 
before the words ‘‘authorized by law ;'” so 
that that portion of the section will read: 

And no counsel or attorney fees shall hereafter be 
allowed to any person or persons, besides the respect- 
ive district attorneys and assistant district attorneys, 
for services in such capacity to the United States, or 
any branch or department of the Government thereof, 
unless hereafter authorized by law, and then only on 
the tertificate of the Attorney General that such ser- 


Vices were actually rendered, and thatthe same could 
not be performed by the Attorney General or solicitor 


oan or the officers of the department of justice, 


the district attorney. 


| the title will read: 


Src. —. And be it further enacted, That the offices 
of Judge Advocate General and of all his assistants 
be, and the same are hereby, abolished. 

Mr. ARNELL. I object to that amendment. 

Mr. ARCHER. Is it in order now to move 
that this bill be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary? 


The SPEAKER. It is not, pending the 


; operation of the previous question. 


Mr. NIBLACK. I move that this bill be 


: laid upon the table. 


The question was taker ; and upon a divis- 


voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. JENCKES and 
Mr. NipLack were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported that there were—ayes twenty, noes not 
counted. 

So the motion to lay the bill on the table 
was not agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time; and bein 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 


` The question 
bill. 

Mr. WARD. 
on the passage of the bill. 


The question was taken upon ordering the ‘: 
yeas and nays; and upon a division there | 


were—ayes 20, noes 87. 

So (one fifth not voting in the affirmative) 
the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. JENCKES. I move to amend the title 
by changing the word ‘‘a’’ to ‘‘the,’’ so that 
“A bill to establish the 
department of justice.” 

The amendment to the title was agreed to, 


vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


LIBRARY APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. PETERS. I have been instructed by 
the joint Committee on the Library to ask 
unanimous consent of the House to have taken 
from the Speaker’s table Senate joint resolu- 
tion No. 169, forthe transfer of an unexpended 
balance of appropriation to the book fund of 
the Library of Congress. 

The joint resolution, which was read, pro- 
vides for transferring to the fund for the pur- 


| chase of books forthe Library of Congress the |: 


sum of $2,500, appropriated by acts approved 
July 30, 1868, and March 3, 1869, ‘‘for the 
expenses of exchanging public documents for 
the publications of foreign Governments,’’ the 
same being an unexpended balance not re- 
quired for that purpose. 

No objection was made; and the joint reso- 
lation was taken from the Speaker’s table, read 
three times, and passed. | 

Mr. PETERS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PORTRAIT OF MAJOR GENERAL THOMAS. 
Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on the 


w on the f the | © s ) 
ORRON O uae i tion of the joint committee of the two Houses 


I call for the yeas and nays | 


Library, reported the following concurrent 
resolution: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Sen- 
ate concurring therein,) That the joint Committee 
on the Library be suthorized and directed to pro- 
cure a portrait of the late Major General George H. 
Thomas, to be placed in a conspicuous position in 
the Capitol, as amemorial of his great services to his 
country and his distinguished worth as asoldier and 
citizen; and that tho cost of such portrait, not cx- 
ceeding $2,000, be paid in equal proportions out of the 
contingent funds of the two Houses of Congress. 


The question was upon the adoption of the 


' resolution. 


Mr, PETERS. I propose to call the pre- 
vious question, and then I will yield for debate 


| if desired. 


Mr. NIBLACK. I think there will be no 


| opposition to this resolution, I hope it will 
i be adopted unanimously. 


The resolution was then adopted unani- 
mously. 

Mr. PETERS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


VENTILATION OF THE HALLS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. JENCKES, from the joint Committee 
on Ventilation, reported a joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 271) in relation to the ventilation of the 
Halls of Congress; which was read a first and 
second time. 

The question was upon ordering the joint 
resolution to be engrossed and read athird time. 
- The joint resolution, which was read, pro- 
vides that the sum of $3,000 shall be appropri- 
ated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of 
making experiments in the ventilation of the 
Halls of the Capitol, to be drawn by the Clerk 
of the House, and expended under the direc- 


on that subject. 

Mr. CULLOM. Does the gentleman wish 
to ventilate this subject by any remarks? 

Mr. JENCKES. One of the objects of re- 


| porting this joint resolution is for the purpose 


of ventilating the subjectof ventilation. Within 
the past few years there have been several 
special committees of the House appointed on 
this subject. It is one in which every member 
of this body is personally interested. The re- 


i sult of the appointment of these committees 
i has been the printing of a considerable body 
i! of literature, amounting now to quite a large 
| octavo volume, but without, hitherto, any bene- 


Mr. JENCKES moved to reconsider the |! gaia) or practical result. We have any number 


of theories upon this subject of ventilation, any 
number of speculations; and the committee now 


! have before them a number of propositions 


from different individuals, each of whom thinks 
himself competent to afford us perfect ventila- 
tion and to improve the lighting and heating 
facilities. 

_ Now, Mr. Speaker, I suppose that when this 
committee was appointed it was expected to 
do something; the House did not intend that 
the committee should waste its efforts in mak- 
ing reports of the conjectures of the members 
or other persons upon this subject, but desired 
some practical result. 

In order to arrive at any useful conclusion 
whatever we find it necessary to ascertain the 
precise state of facts to which all the science 
that is being poured out upon us is to be ap- 
plied, We find there is as great a difference in 
the opinions of these scientific experts as to 
the evils which they are expected to remedy as 
there is in the remedies which they offer. They 
all agree that at some time the air of this Hall 
is in what may be called an unnatural condition, 
not conducive to health or to work, and that it 
is necessary to provide some means toimprove 
it. But as to the precise cause of that con- 
dition hardly two persons agree. This may 
seem surprising, but so it is. I think that if 
members will confer with each other they will 
find as many conflicting opinions as there are 
members. The reason for this every one will 
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see if he reflects a moment. The subject itself 
is a very complicated one. The science of 
ventilation is of very modern date. Experi- 
ments in it have seldom been carried on upon 
a large scale or over any very extensive period 
of time. 

Those who apply scientific theories to this 
Hall find themselves met at once by the most 
formidable problem, in regard to the size of the 
Hall, that could be found anywhere in the 
world. This ia probably the largest Hall de- 
voted to public uses to which the science of 
ventilation is to be applied. That is one stum- 
bling-block at the outset. Then the committee 
find upon further inquiry that there are per- 
haps more disturbing elements in the atmos- 
pe of this Hall than in any ather that can 

named. In the first place, the plan of 
forcing air into the Hail, contrary to the pro- 
cesses of nature, is one of the disturbing ele- 
meats. The opening and shutting of so many 
doors above and below is also a disturbing 


| 
l 


element; and another is the ingress and egress - 


n 


of great numbers of people. The lighting of 


the large number of gas jets above usin the 


evening is a very great disturbing element, as 
each one of these gas jets requires more air to 
keep ıt burning than is required for the breath- 
ing of five adult persons. There are disturb- 
ing elements also in the state of the air out- 
side, aot only as to heat and cold, but as to 
moisture or dryness, clouds or sunshine, winds 
or calm, and many other minor matters that 
might be named. 


Now, in wading thtoagh this mass of litera- 


tare it has seemed to me that those who 
designed the ventilation of this Hall in the 


outset omitted the consideration of agreat many | 


of the disturbing elements te which I have 


` the heat which pours down into this close oven. 


| 


referred. Upon their theory as to the usual | 


and common use of the Hall, with about as 
many persons in it as there are now—that is, 
the average number of members in attendance 
and some two or three hundred persons in the 


galleries—the system of ventilation is perhaps | 
practically correct, as nearly so as any that | 


can be devised by the use of the means now 
employed. But all the other disturbing ele- 


ments [ have named were left out of consider- | 
ation by the architect of the Capitol, or those . 


who devised the ventilating arrangements. It 
is whea we come to the consideration of these 
other disturbing elements that we find difficulty 
in deeiding upon the plans now submitted to 
us. No one of those submitting plans appears 
to have weighed and measured the extent of 
these distarbing elements. Some have made 


1 


Hall ofthe House; that'is, who is to supervise 
these experiments? 

Mr. JENCKES. The experiments are to be 
conducted under the direction of the commit- 
tee, and are to be such as they may order. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Iwish to ask 
the gentleman from Rhode Island whether the 
duty with which, it is proposed to charge the . 
committee will extend beyond the mere ques» | 
tion of ventilation, and whether it will consider 
also the lighting and the location of this Hall? 
I wish to say in this connection that it seems 
to me we shall neverhave a Hall fit to be used © 
for the transaction of the public business until 
we get out next to the outside world, until we 
take away the lobbies and clerks’ rooms on two 
sides of this Hall, and get some pure air direct 
from the outside world. I do not think it is ; 
possible to devise a worse system than that we | 
now have. I call attention of gentlemen to the - 
thermometers fastened to the sides of the Hall. 
Such was the extreme confidence of the archi- 
tect that he ordered thermometers made which 
would not indicate higher than ninety-five de- 
grees Fahrenheit, in the full confidence that : 
no higher degree would ever be reached in this 
Hall. Gentlemen who sat here in the month 
of July, 1867, when the heat was far above 
ninety degrees, will recollect we had to send 
out into the city to procure the common ther- | 
mometers to record the fierceness of the heat 
in which we were roasting and sweltering in 
the dead artificial air forced up here from the 
basement. Still further, I hope the investiga- 
tions of the committee will extend to the sky- 
lights over our heads. Any man sitting here 
during the evening can feel his skull and brain 
going through the slow process of roasting from 


A Memser. Not very slow. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Yes; not very | 
slow. If any one wishes to subject his enemy 
to the cannibal process of roasting alive, put | 
him here on a July night with a thousand gas- | 
burners shooting their fiery rays down upon 
him. What a contrast is this when compared 
with a church-building in this city! If any 
gentleman will go into the Methodist Episco- ` 
pal church on the corner of M and Ninth street 
north, of this city, the church of Rev. Mr. 


i Tudor, he will see a specimen of ventilation as 
' perfect as any 1 have ever known. 


i ple and not expensive device the most delight- | 


ful coolness pervades that building, and the 


; temperature is completely under control. But 
here we sit in the worst ventilated modern , 


experiments upon the atmosphere on the bor- _ 


ders of the Hall, near the injection pipes ia 
the galleries, where more heated air ascends. 


But no experiments, so far as I am aware, | 
i: put us next to the outside world and give us 


have been made with any accuracy or extend- 


ing over any length of time concerning the | 
condition of the atmosphere in the center of | 
the Hall, where the air becomes ‘foul soonest, 
remains so longest, and where its effects become 
the most oppressive. Noone has taken obser- : 


vations to ascertain the changes in the condi- 


tion of the atmosphere as to temperature, | 


moisture, &c., growing out of the ingress and 
egress of the hundreds of people that some- 
times fill these galleries. | , , 

Mr. Speaker, before we proceed one step in 


j; 


i; selves for three quarters of an hour and be 


: to the House because of their inability to make 
: themselves heard. Both Houses of Congress 


this matter we desire to have the advice of the ` 
‘House: whether we shall proceed at ail; for : 


unless we can by some well-condacted experi- 
‘ments tegt the scientific opinions and tacts 


‘brought to our attention, it would be worse ` 


than useless for us to waste our time on this 
subject. Nothing can come of it bat barren 
resulta if we areto depend upon the mere sug- 
gestions of scientific mea who are interested 


resolution to get the sense of the House, and 


i! members, aad yet they occupy a much smaller 
: hall than this. But a gentle voice can be heard 


public building known to civilization. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope we shall give this com- 
mittee ample authority. I trust the scope of 
the resolution will embrace the question of 
removing the lobbies and other rooms sgo as to 


air from the sides as-well as from above, and 
that it also embrace the question whether we 
shall. get rid of these enormous galleries. Not 
more than twenty men inthis House are blessed 
with sufficient voice so they can sustain them- 


heard by those who ordinarily sit here and in 


of many of our best members are mainly lost 


are sacrificed to the galleries. The British 
House of Commons consists of over six hundred 


everywhere in their hall. They have no gallery 


' except a little apartment separated from the 


: hall of the House by a lattice-work, large 


; ; : result is that the house is its own audience, 
in thie subject. We ask the adoption of the | 


enough to hold about twenty people. The 


and members address the house and not the 
spectators. This gives the House of Com- 


to the end that we may know whether any || mons business like habits which we would do | 


practical result shall come from the committee. || well to emulate. No man can rise to speak in 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. 
tleman who is proposed shall be the judge of 
the most acceptable mode of ventilating the 


| 


| 


are from one to three thousand people sitting © 
ab auditors in the galleries, and unconscioasly |; 


By a sim- | 


to himself he begins to address his whole 
audience. Hence so little real debate and so 
many orations in this Hall. A smaller, better 
ventilated hall will add to the health and com- 
fort of the members, and greatly improve the 
efficiency and increase the value of their delib- 
erations. 

I hope the amplest authority will be given 
to this committee to investigate the whole 
subject, and that they will speedily propose a 
thorough reform. 

Mr. JENCKES. The pending resolution 
covers all those subjects. We wish to reach 
the best results. I demand the previous ques- 
tion, and will yield the floor a few minutes 


. after it is seconded. 


| that score. 1 
: necessary to expend $8,000 or $1,000 in the 


: ventilation of this Hall. 
I ask the gen- | this hall and be oblivious of the fact that there .; 


Mr. INGERSOLL. Before we second the 
demand for the previous question I wish to 
know how much time further the gentleman 
proposes to consume on this subject. If he is 
to consume another hour I hope the previous 
question will not be seconded, but that the 
morning hour will be allowed to expire. 

Mr. JENCKES. I now move the previous 
question, and I shall then yield for twenty 
minutes to several gentlemen who wish to be 
heard. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. JENCKES. I yield two minutes to the 


' gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Morr.it. ] 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. Speaker, I 
desire to say a few words with reference to the 
disturbing elements in the ventilation of this 


. House, which have been very plainly and 


distinctly alluded to by the chairman of the 
committee. I want to speak of one of the 


` greatest disturbing elements in the ventilation 
‘of this. House—and that is tobacco smoke. 
l (aaghtar] It is thick enough from day to 


ay to cut with a knife; and I believe there is 
no possibility of ventilating this House prop- 
erly so long as we have guch a cloud of tobacco 
smoke. As long as members smoke here in 
their seats, all around this Hall, and in the 


| cloak-room, this is a perfect smoke-house; so 
i that in fact, Mr. Speaker, if you wanted to 


make bacon I do not know of & more appro- 
pan place in this whole country than this very 

all. I presume it would taste considerably 
of tobacco, but nevertheless it would be bacon. 
I feel impelled, sir, to put in my protest against 
the use of tobacco in this Hall. It is one of 
the most outrageous abuses with which I am 
acquainted, and it is most detrimental to the 
ventilation of this House. If the practice is 
going to be kept up, I propose that with a 
view of improving the ventilation of the House 


; there shall be a funnel constructed, to connect 
` directly with God’s pure. air, so as to let out 


the smoke of this House. 

Mr. JENCKES. After this counterblast 
against tobacco I now yield three minutes to 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woop.] 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, L suppose there 


< can be no difference of opinion in this House 
as to the fact that ventilation is absolytely 
: necessary to enable members to transact the 
; business here devolving upon them with any- 
|. the galleries. Henee the wisdom and ability | 
` health. The gentleman, who has just spoken 
' attributes the difficulty to smoking cigars. 


thing like comfort or anything like continued 


should be very happy, indeed, to see his views 


' carried out in this House. so that we should 
` have nothing of that kind. It would undoubt- 
_ edly have a tendency to promote the salubrity 
‘of the atmosphere. 
: difficulty. The difficulty is that we shut out 


But that is not the main 


the air of heaven. In the old Hall, before 
this wing was built, there was free access of 
pure air from the south, the ventilation was 
always good, and we had no complaints on 
Now, sir, in-my view it is not 


accomplishment of all that is required for the 
I do not think that 
it is necessary to enter upon any scientific 
experiments in this matter. In my judgment 
there dre two simple modes by which the im- 
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rovement we all desire may be accomplished, 
ind it can be accomplished for an expenditure 
inside of $2,000. 
Mor odo they ventilate the hold of a 
ship? Bytheintroductionof wind-sails. They 
have win 


-sails carried up above the surface of | 


deck, through which the fresh air passesdown | 
ane lowest en of the hold, and thus secur- | 


ing excellent ventilation—certainly very much |, 


better than we have in this Hall. That is one | 
mode which I would adopt with reference to - 
the ventilation of this Hall, and it would be | 
available in winter as well as in summer. Then 


there is a second mode. 


gallery. 


the seats, but I would remove all that part of 


I would remove the ` 
It would not be necessary to disturb 


it which obstructs the entrance of air from ` 


the south. I would remove all those rooms, |: 


the Speaker's rooms, the Sergeant-at-Arma’s | 


rooms, &c.; so that by lifting windows we could | 


let in the air directly from the outside. This 


can be done without disturbing the Speaker’s | 
chair and without disturbing the reporter's gal- 
lery, or the adjoining portion of the gallery for | 


the public, so far as the seats are concerned. 
All this could be done at little expense with- 
out going into scientific experiments, which 
may cost a great deal of money and prove fruit- 
less. If we do this we will remedy the diff- 
culty, and will at all times have pure air inthis 
Hall, whether we have pare politics in it or not. 

Mr. JENCKES. I now yield three min- 
ates to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. 
CovopE. ] 


Mr. COVODE. Mr. Speaker, I have hada | 


good deal to do with trying experiments in re- 
gard to the ventilation of this Hall. Ihave 
selected some of the best scientific men of the 
country, and got them to come and: make a 


thorough examination as to the density and || 
purity of the atmosphere here by day and by | 


night. I am: satisfied now that until there is 


purpose, with a flue ten times as large as the 


present one, you will never get a sufficient | 


amount of fresh air from that quarter. The 


Hall was constructed wrongly at first. We | 


should have had at least two outside fronts, so 


as to have pure air. The Hall is 30 constructed | 


that you cannot get pure air except by arti- 
ficial means, and then the quantity is entirely 
insufficient. To carry out the experiments 
that I have had tried would cost from two hun- 
dred thousand to one million dollars, a sum 
that would build a new Hail with fresh air 
coming into it. 

Mr. Speaker, there is another trouble con- 
nected with this matter. When the galleries 
are full we breathe the foul air from the gal- 
leries. It descends in currents from the gal- 
leries, and the current sets in from the other 
side of the House and carries the foul air from 
the other side of the House to this side. The 
experiments that I have tried have demon- 
strated that the foulest air in the House is that 
immediately around where I stand. {Great 
laughter.j It is carried here by the current 
from the west side of the building. The manner 
in which the House is lighted is another cause. 
The thick glass of the ceiling with the gas above 
it acquires sufficient heat to drive two or three 
engines, and with that barning at nights over 

` our heads it is enough to destroy the health of 
any person who sits here at night sessions. 

Mr. JENCKES. I think the House must 
now be satisfied that there are different opin- 
ions on the subject of ventilation, and that the 
committee need light in order to make a satis- 
factory report. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. JENCKES moved toreconsider the vote || H 


by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. A 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN WISCONSIN. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported 
| back, with an amendment in the nature of a 
: substitute, the bill (S. No. 684) to change the 


time for holding the circuit and district courts | 
of the United States for the district of Wis- || € 
consin. ; |, Ing a monument at West Point, New York; 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Iam authorized and in- | 


structed by the Judiciary Committee to report 
this substitute for the Senate bill. The bill 


relates exclusively to the circuit and district | 


courts of the State of Wisconsin. There was 
some little difference of opinion with reference 
to the time the several terms should be held. 
_ It was conceded on all hands that a change of 
the time for commencing the terms was de- 
sired. I introduced a bill in the House, andit 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Senator CARPENTER introduced and procured 
| to be passed by the Senate a bill which came 
here, and was also referred to the Judiciary 
- Committee. The only difference, the only dif- 
ference of any materiality, was with reference 


i to the time for holding the terms. Since the , 


‘| reference to the committee I have had an in- 


, terview with Senator CARPENTER, and also with 
Senator Hows, and with most of the members 
of the House from our State, and I believe the 


substitute is satisfactory to all, and also satis- | 
I feel certain there is | 
no objection to the bill as it is now proposed | 


factory to our people. 


to the House; and I will demand the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The substitute was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third 
i| reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ELECTION CONTEST—MOREY VS. M’CRANIE. 


| privilege. 
tee of Elections in the case of Morey vs. Me- 
i Cranie, from the fifth district of Louisiana. 
Mr. SCHENCK. _I object to its considera- 
tion, and ask a vote of the House.. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I want to say, if the 
House will hear me, that my colleague on the 


this week to attend his court. These parties 
from the State of Louisiana have been attend- 


very important, at least to them, that the case 
should be disposed of. We shall not detain 
the House more than one hour upon it. Both 
parties have-agreed upon that. . 
` Mr. SCHENCK. I want the House to de- 
cide whether they will consider this case or the 
tariff bill. ` 


43, noes 53; no quorum voting. 


Mr. STEVENSON were appointed, 


ed—ayes 73, noes 45. ` 
_ So the House determined to consider the 
contested-election case. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT... 
A message from the President, by Mr. Hor- 
ace Porter, his Private Secretary, announced 


bills and joint resolutions of the following 
titles: ` 
riet R. Clinton ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 888) for the relief of Joseph 
armon ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1100) for the relief of 
William A. Scott, late first lieutenant of com- 
pany F, fourteenth regiment Illinois volan- 
teers; 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. ScaeNcK and : 


that the President had approved and signed | 


A bill (H. R. No. 887) for the relief of Har- | 


Mr. ELDRIDGE moved to reconsider the || 


: i| vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
ten times as much—-yes, twenty times as. much | 


fresh air forced in from the apparatus for that | 


Mr. STEVENSON, Irise to a question of || 
I call up the report of the Commit- `| 


A bill (H. R. No. 1886) to relieve certain 
persons therein named from the legal and 
political disabilities imposed by the fourteenth 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, and for other purposes ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 122) donating 
captured cannon for the purpose of construct- 


t 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 116) to con- 
strue an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act 
to confirm certaia private land claims in the 
Territory of New Mexico; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 779) to redefine a portion 
' of the boundary line between the State of 
' Nebraska and the Territory of Dakota. 


| ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION. 


| Mr. FOX, from the Committee on En- 
: rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found trully enrolled a joint resolution (H. 
' R. No. 52) for the relief of Alfred P. Winslow 
: of Portland, Maine ; when the Speaker signed 
the same. 
LOUISIANA ELECTION CASE, 


The House then proceeded to the consider- 
ation of the report of the Committee of Elec- 
tions upon the contested-election case from 
the fifth congressional district of the State of 
Lonisiana. 

The resolution reported by the committee 
was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That there was no lawfal election in the 
fifth congressional district of the State of Louisiana 
“for Representatives in the Forty-First Congress, and 
neither G, W. McCranie nor Frank Morey nor P.J. 
Kennedy is entitled to a seat as Representative in the 
Forty-First Congress from the fifth congressional 
district of the State of Louisiana, 
Mr. KERR, I move to substitute for the 
resolution of the committee the following: 
Resolved, That George W. McCranie was duly 
i elected Representative tothe Forty-First Congress 
; for the fifth congressional district of Louisiana ata 
regular election held November 3, 1868. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I now call the previous 
| question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
‘ main question ordered. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I do not intend to 
| detain the Honse:jong' in the opening of this 
ease. The committee reported as they did in 
deference to the action of the House in the 
ease of Sypher, decided the other day. The 


committee, [Mr. Kerr, ] who dissents from the | 
report of the committee, is obliged to go home | 


ing on Congress for more than a year, and it is | and parishes of a district have been carried by 


ii violence and. intimidation the returns thereof 


The House divided; and the tellers report- ; in a substantial peaceable part of the district. 


PORTE SERA BE ‘| ation on the Sheldon case. 
The question was put; ànd there were—ayes || the Honse to mean that. the rule adopted in 


committee have endeavored to reconcile the 
action of the House in the two cases of Shel- 
don and Sypher; and in doing so they accept 
the judgment in the Sypher case and defer to 
it, not as a reversal of but as a limitation upon 
the rule adopted in the Sheldon case. 

Inthe Sheldon case this principle wassettled : 
‘that where it appears that certain precincts 


shall be rejected, and the result derived from 
the returns of the peaceable precincts and par- 
ishes.’’ In the Sypher case the House refused 
to apply that rule. The committee, therefore, 
accept the result in the Sypher case:as a limit- 
They understand 


.the Sheldon case shall not be applied unless 
the person claiming the seat shall have a sub- 
stantial following—a substantial. constituency 


«We do not undertake to fix the number of votes 


i; he should have; but we understand the House 


to have said that such a vote as Mr. Sypher 
received, being about 8,000 votes in about one 
third of the:district, cannot sustain a claim to 
a seat in this House. 

The fifth congressional district of-Louisiana 
comprises thirteen. parishes in the northeast- 
ern corner of the State. It is a vast region of 
| territory, bounded on the east by the Missis- 


i! sippi river, on the north by the State of Ark- 
| ansas, and extending westward to the Red 
"i river, 


It is charged by Mr. Morey, and denied by 
Mr. McCranie, that in eight of these thirteen 


parishes there was a prevalence of violence 
and disorder which prevented a fair and law- 
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fal election. Your committee find from the 
evidence that this charge is true. They find 
that in six of those parishes Mr. Morey and 


Mr. Kennedy, the Republican candidates con- | 
testing this seat, received only 5 votes; 5. 
votes in six parishes; and that the Repub- |: 
licans were prevented by violence and intimida- | 


tion from voting their sentiments. It is clear, 
therefore, that the returns from those six 

rishes cannot be counted. 
ishes are disputed, and we find that the elec- 
tions there were not peaceable. In one of 
them the testimony shows clearly that the 
election was controlled by violence and blood- 
shed. In the other, though there was less vio- 
lence, there was no free election. That makes 


eight parishes out of the thirteen in the dis- 


trict, containing about two thirds of the ter- 
ritory, a large majority of the population of 
the district, and casting a large majority of 
the votes cast at that election. 

There were three candidates running in this 
district for Congress, two Republicans and one 
Democrat. The two Republicans divided the 
Republican vote about equally. The total vote 
cast in the five peaceable parishes was 9,057, 
of which Mr. McCranie received 2,571, Mr. 
Morey 3,486, and Mr. Kennedy 8,050. Mr. 
Morey had a plurality over each of the two 
other candidates, but a minority of over 2,000 
of the entire vote cast. The committee can- 
not see how the case of Mr. Morey can be sus- 
tained by the House consistently with its last, 
judgment on these cases. 

Asto Mr. McCranie’s claim, in the first place 
he is disqualified, by reason of having served 
in the rebel army, and he could not take his 
seat here, even if he had been elected, without 
further action by Congress. But if he were 


que he has in this peaceable part of the |, 
f you con- . 
cede him two more parishes—the only parishes | 


istrict only a minority of votes. 


about which there can possibly be any doubt— 
then he receives in the peaceable part of the 
district only 4,009 votes, which is a minority of 


trict, and a vast minority of the votes in the 
whole district. Mr. Kennedy, the other Re- 
publican candidate, appeared before the com- 


mittee and claimed the seat; but his vote falls | 
below.that of either of the other candidates. | 
Therefore the committee have reported the | 
resolution declaring that there has been no 7 


valid election in this district. 
Mr. Morey, one of the contestants. 


the committee. 
Mr. MOREY. 


speaking, L would prefer that I should have 
that privilege after the other side of the case 
has been presented. 

Mr. STEVENSON. 
fers that, I will yield to him at a later stage in 
the debate. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will put the | 


question now whether there is any objection 


Unanimous consent is necessary. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I now yield thirty 


minutes to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. ; 
‘| civil affairs of the community. All the dis- 


Kerer. ] 

Mr. KERR. Mr. Speaker, I may not occupy 
all the time the gentleman has granted me; 
intend to present, as briefly as possible, the facts 


determination of this ease. I believe, Mr. 


Speaker, that the committee is a unit in its | 


Opinion on several of the material points in 
this case. 


supposing him to bave been elected. 
not by possibility have been elected in that 


district. We allagree that Mr. Kennedy was 
not elected, and coald not have been elected 


Two other par |, 


If the House intends, as I |; 
presume it does, to give me the privilege of | 


|i of that canvass. 
every trouble which took place in that parish, : 
except possibly in a half dozen instances, and | 
they were by persons not at all connected with - 
the management of local politics. There were | 


In the first place all agree that Mr. |: 
McCranie is not now qualified to take the oath | 
prescribed by law and to be admitted toa seat, i: 
We all ` 
agree that Mr. Morey is not elected, and could ji 


under any state of circumstances that can be 
supposed to have prevailed. And now {come 
to another point on which possibly wo do not 
agree. Task fora moment the attention of m 
colleague on the committee, [Mr. STEVENSON. 


I believe we do agree that Mr. McCranie is not |, 
disqualified by the fourteenth amendment, but © 
| disregard of the law of this case and of the rights 
| of Mr. McCranieand this constituency, that full 
| three fourths of this district shall be rejected. 
| Rejected for what? Rejected for alleged intimi- 


is only disqualified by reason of service rendered 
in the confederate army as a captain. 

Mr. STEVENSON. There is no evidence 
before the committee that Mr. McCranie is 


disqualified under the fourteenth amendment. i! 
: made here that there was fraud at any of the 
li polls. There is no allegation that by the direct 
“interposition of any unlawful power or influ- 
“ence any voter was prevented from voting as 


He was only twenty-two years of age when 
the war began, and had never held any office 
requiring him to take an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States. 


Mr. KERR. On those points, then, we agree. i 


Now, do we not agree that Mr. McCranie is 


elected? And it is to this point that I desire | 
mainly to address myself fora short time. I. 


hope that gentlemen on both sides of the House 


` will favor me with their attention while I pre- 


sent briefly the facts which are material to the 
determination of this part of the case. 
First, then, I state—and in this I agree with 


' my colleague on the committee—that the entire 


registered vote of the district prior to that elec- 


tion, according to the regiairation made in ` 


pursuance of law by Republican officials, con- 
trolled by Republican superior officers of the 
State, was 23,113. We also agree that there 
were cast at that election 20,216 votes, leaving 
only 2,160 votes out of the entire registration 
that were not cast. I beg leave to say at this 
point that 2,160 votes not cast out of 23,113 
registered voters do not afford any evidence of 
the alleged intimidation, force, or violence. 
So fall a vote surely could not have been cast 
in the midst of so much turmoil, disorder, and 
bloodshed as is alleged to have existed or oc- 
curred. I believe we do not disagree as to the 
further fact that of the 20,216 votes that were 
cast Mr. McCranie received 18,716, being a 
clear majority over both his competitors of 


‘| 7,216 votes; and, as I have stated, a clear 
the votes cast in the peaceable part of the dis- 


majority upon the entire registration of 2,160. 
Out of thirteen parishes Mr. McCranie carried 
nine, Mr. Morey and Mr. Kennedy each two 
only. Mr. McCranie catried fully three fourths 
of the district, measured by territory, and was 
supported by nearly all the tax-payers of the 
entire district. 

I desire now to remark that this district, as 


| has been stated by my colleague, is a country 
I now propose to yield for ten minutes to | 
I may | 
here remark that he differs with both sides of |: 


district, composed of agricultural, planting 
parishes. In most of the parishes the white 
population exceeds the colored; but in a few 


i| the colored population exceeds the white. I 
say with emphasis, and I desire to challenge : 


the attention of members to the statement, 


that this was the most peaceable, orderly, law- | 
| abiding district, taken altogether, in the whole 
' State of Louisiana. 
If the gentleman pre- | 
| or western States. 


It would compare very 
creditably with ordinary districts in northern 


Its white population are 


accustomed to andengaged in actual, personal 


administration of the law, or in the common 


turbance which transpired during the canvass, 


I || or for three or four months before the election, 
„tog |! or at the polls, was distinctly and always per- 
and principles necessary in my view for the just | 


sonal in its character, and not political. It 


It had but little to do with the conduct 
This, I believe, is true of 


hour. 


a few murders in this parish, almost all of 


ji which were for causes arising out of personal 
i and not political relations, having tbeir roots 
| in personal difficulties dating back in many |. the claim of the contestant ? 


i| Campaign. 


_the House. 


It has no large, idle, or |: 
' disorderly population, such as may be found | 
' in some large cities. 
| nearly all farmers, planters, or business men, 
to allowing Mr. Morey to speak in this case. | 
| labor. There was no riot in that district. There 
,; was no public and general disturbance, no | 
i interruption in the course of justice and in the 


| question. 
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instances years before the election, and havin 

no material connection withany event which had 
immediately preceded it, and were not con- 
nected with this question or the conduct of this 
Yet, notwithstanding this, it is 
proposed bythe majority of the committee, as I 
believe with the most manifest and impressive 


dation, for alleged violence. No allegation is 


he pleased and precisely according to the dic- 
tates of his judgment, his conscience, or his 
feelings. ‘There is no allegation that any of 
these returns except from one single precinct 
in the parish of Washita were tampered with, 
corrupted in any way, or that we have not 
to-day before this House the precise condition 


of the polls at the close of the election in the 


fifth congressional district of Louisiana on No- 
vember 3, 1868. These general charges are 
loose, vague, and reckless ; unsustained by any 
specific and legal evidence that should control 
In truth the House owes it to its 
own character and honor to rebuke the grow- 
ing and most dangerous habit of political 
adventurers to bring such stuff here to impose 
upon the judgment or partisan feelings of the 
ouse. 

As tothe one precinctof that parish in which 
there was some bad conduct, | will not waste 
time to talk about it. It cannot affect the re- 
sult in the interest of the gentleman who seeks 
this seat, or in the estimation of the gentlemen 
who declare this seat shall be vacant and that 
no one was elected. 

I also beg gentlemen to remember, and I 
state now what I believe my colleague on the 
committee will not contradict, that of these 
thirteen parishes which constitute the fifth 
congressional district of Louisana eight were 
always Democratic parishes, Democratic in the 
spring at the April election, when the present 
State government of Louisiana was elected, 
and when the present constitution of the State 
was ratified. ‘They elected then, with few ex- 
ceptions, a full corps of civil officers who were 
in fall harmony with the Democratic party. 
They were elected as Conservatives, asthe party 
organization wasthen styled. I want here also 
to call attention to the fact that my colleague, 


! the chairman of the sub-committee, in a spirit 


of candor and frankness I much admire, uses 
this language in his report : : 
“Another objection to the claim of the contestant 
is that if there had been a peaceable clection in every 
parish and precinct of the district the contestant 
could not have received a majority or even a plural- 


‘-ity of the votes oast, because the rejected parishes 


wore Democratic at best.” 
Yet it is proposed to reject these parishes, 
Democratic by night, Democratic in their organ- 


‘zation before the election, at the election, 


and all the time. It is seriously proposed to 
reject those parishes and declare that in them 
there was no election, because otherwise this 
House must hold that McCranie, the Demo- 


: cratic candidate, was duly and legally elected. 
| My colleague further states that these parishes 


gave a small Democratic majority at the spring 
election in 1868, and would have increased it 


| considerably at a peaceful election in the fall. 


Those statements are eminently justified by the 


|| evidence, by the condition of things which pre- 
l had no connection with the politics of the | 


vailed in all of these parishes, and by the ordi- 
nary relations which previous sympathies and 
political associations would have brought about. 
Besides,the old relations of kindnessand friend- 
ship between the races would naturally attract 
to the Democratic party many colored voters, 
whose suffrages were cultivated in-all honor- 


i able ways. 


Mr. PAINE. I wish to ask the gentleman a 
Would not that argue in favor of 
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Mr. KERR. What statement? 

Mr. PAINE. The statement the gentleman 
has just read. , 

Mr. KERR. Yes, sir; 
Mr. McCranie. 

Mr. PAINE. Ido not und 
guage of the report when it says ‘‘another 
objection to the claim of the contestee.”’ 

Mr. KERR. Thstis a misprint. I want to 
call the attention of the House to another re- 


markable fact in connection with the election. | 


The parish of Washita is one of the largest in 
the district. I believe it may be said to be the 
metropolitan parish of the district. 


it argues in favor of 


not in the interest of the other parties to pur- 
sue that branch of the testimony. 

Mr. KERR. I hope the House also will 
remember that in this case the Governor, act- 


‘| ing upon the returns made to him, certifies that 


erstand the lan- || Mr. McCranie, who now claims the seat, and 


` in whose favor I report, was legally elected to 


It is the |; 


one in which the representative men, to a great ` 


extent, reside. The Republican party had some 


of its ablest representatives in that parish, and . 
the colored electors in it were to the white | 


electors as two to one. 


In teat parish there : 


was conducted a fair, open campaign on the | 


part of both parties. 


of this alleged intimidation and violence, the 
Democratic party carried the parish by a clear 
and honest majority of 244. 

No allegation of violence is made against it 
by Mr. Morey himself, or even of fraud in any 
of its retarns, and the only fraud committed 
there is believed to have been in his interest. 
He does not contest Mr. McCranie’s right to 
that parish. He does not deny that the elec- 
tion there was legally held and conducted to 
its close in all respects. Yet here might most 
justly have been expected trouble if in any 
part of the district. 

Mr. STEVENSON. We differ about that. 

Mr. KERR. How? 


Mr. STEVENSON. The fact is this, that | 


according to the evidence there were disorders 
there, but it was not the interest either of Mr. 
McCranie or Mr. Morey to have that parish 
thrown out, for if this had been done Mr. Ken- 
nedy would have come in. 

Mr. KERR. Does the gentleman mean to 
suggest that in making his report he has acted 
on that view of the case? 

Mr. STEVENSON. No, sir; I acted on 
the testimony. There was testimony, but not 
enough to satisfy the committee as to these 
disorders. The motive is clear enough. If 
Washita had been thrown out then Mr. Ken- 
nedy, who was running as an independent, 
would have come in ahead of both the others. 
But Mr. Kennedy was not contesting the seat 
with any zeal before the committee, and con- 
sequently the testimony was not brought be- 
fore the committee. 

Mr. KERR. I beg the gentleman’s par- 
don. That parish gave Mr. McCranie 1,066 
votes, Mr. Morey 822, and Mr. Kennedy 27; 
sgo that its rejection could only have affected 
Mr. Morey injuriously, not Mr. McCranie at 
all, for his majority would still have been 
triumphant. Besides, Mr. Kennedy did prose- 
cute his claim. 

Hr STEVENSON. I said not with any 
zeal. 

Mr. KERR. Mr. Morey did not deny that 
the election in that parish was a fair, legal, 
and orderly election. 
nedy. Neither does the testimony show in 
any part or paragraph of it that the election in 
this parish was not orderly. Yet both parties 
produced witnesses before the committee; and 
if any other condition of things had existed in 
that parish, why was it that it was not brought 
to the knowledge of the committee in some 
way? - 

_1 believe, Mr. Speaker, that in one par- 
ticular I am at fault. I believe Mr. Kennedy 
does charge, in reference to this parish, that 
Mr. Morey, who now claims a seat here, did 
get up some sort of intimidation and violence 
in order to control the suffrages of colored 
men as against both Mr. Kennedy and Mr. 
McCranie. But the evidence does not sustain 
his charge, . 

Mr. STEVENSON. That is what I say. 
Mr. Kennedy abandoned his case. And it was 


Yet in Washita, under - 
all these circumstances, where there were none | 


| 


Neither did Mr. Ken- | 


| 


t 


>that legal certificate to-day. 


represent the fifth congressional district of 
Louisiana in this House. Mr. McCranie bears 
He bears the 
legal evidence of title to a seat in this House. 
And if it had been in the power or author- 
ity of Governor Warmoth or of the board of 
State canvassers upon the returns which were 


made to them to have brought about a different : 


result, it is entirely justifable on my part to 
assume, and to ask this House to assume, that 
Governor Warmoth would have done so, and 


would have denied this certificate to Mr. Mc- . 


Cranie. It is also true that before this cer- 


| heard by the Governor, and to enter his pro- 


test against its being issued, and to make such 


a case as he could in order to prevent the ! 
' Governor from acting as he did. 


4 


There is some objection made to the returns | 


from two of the parishes—I mean the parishes 
of Jackson and Franklin. 


returns, not alone from those parishes, but from 
all parts of the State, that inasmuch as the 
parties to these contests in this and in the 
other districts have in almost all cases failed 
to charge fraud or irregularity in the making 
up of the returns, or dishonesty or corruption 
as to any of the poll-lists, we have not felt 
called upon with any care or strictness to look 
into or examine all those returns in detail, 
because the parties themselves have conceded 
that they were generally regular and trathful ; 
that they were fair and honest, that they do 
in fact show the precise resalt which was at- 
tained by that election as regards the number 
of votes that were cast. In all these parishes 
it is sought to set aside the returns, for the 
general reason of intimidation, violence, out- 
rage, murder, and vague charges of that kind. 
So it is in reference to these two parishes of 
Jackson and Franklin. 

There were some little irregularities in mak- 
ing the returns from those parishes which, 
under all the rules that have been established 
by this House and by the highest judicial tri- 


statutes, which are only directory in their 


idate or annul or justify the rejection of any 
returns that are so made. 


them in precise accordance with the forms of 
law has never been held to operate to inval- 
idate the returns or to justify their rejection, 
but it is always held, both by legislative bodies 
and by the courts of the country, that the 
supreme object and the highest duty of every 
tribunal of this kind is and always should be 
to determine for whom in the particular case 
the majority of the legal electors did in fact 


reference to these parishes, in reference to.all 
the parishes in this district, and in reference 
to the district. generally, I say that Mr. Mc- 
Cranie was elected by a triumphant majority 
of the registration, of the votes cast, of the 


virtue of the district, and itis impossible, with- 
out the most direct and palpable violation of 
those principles of law so well and repeatedly 
established in this country, to give Mr. Morey 
this seat or to deny it to Mr. McCranie. 

_ Mr. Speaker, the testimony in reference to 
intimidation and violence in this district, or 
In any part of it, is such as I have heretofore 


other cases from this State, and I do not de- 


sire now to go at length into any examination 


Now, I want, Mr. | 
Speaker, to say generally in reference to the | 


bunals of the country, were merely neglects | 
strictly to observe requirements of the local | 


character and have. never been held to inval- | 


wealth, the tax-payers, the intelligence and | 


i 
1 


mony which bears upon these charges of intim- 
idation and violence is of the most shadowy, 
uncertain, unreliable, and vague character that 
was ever suffered to be produced before any 
jfdicial or quasi-judicial body, and that most 
of it is utterly unworthy either of credit or 
respect. One of the most respectable witnesses 
produced to prove intimidation in this par- 
ticular parish was Mr. W. Jasper Blackburn, a 
Republican ex-member of this House ; a man 
to whose testimony I once before referred, and 
who was convicted by the facts, if not by the 
finding of this House, of being engaged in the 
business of selling cadetships. I read ashort 
paragraph from his paper in the trial of one 
of the other cases before the House, and I 
now desire, in addition to what I have already 
said in reference to him, and by way of indi- 
cating his true character and the real value 


' of his evidence, to invite attention to another 
tificate was issued by the Governor, Mr. Morey, |. 
who now claims the seat, was allowed to be | 


extract from his paper, an issue of it pub- 
lished since that from which I read betore, 


: speaking of the same little peccadillo on his 


part, the sale of cadetships— 

** All this is true’”’— 

Referring to general charges against Con- 
gress— 


tay, ten times true,’ but it matters not; let Con- 


gress pay what is justly and equitably and accord- 
ing to all former custom and precedent our duo, and 
the ‘$1,400’ of cadet ‘smart-money’ shall bo forth- 
coming with interest; and with proof, if wanted, 
that this‘ cadet business’ amounts to about the 
smallest ‘irregularity ’—or swindle, if you please— 
ever indulged or perpetratedi in the way of govern- 
mental and departmental peccadillos, at the very 
pious and exceedingly incorruptible city of Wash- 
ington.” 

I do notread that because it has any especial 
value in itself, but merely as fitly character- 
izing the moral standard and tone of the wit- 
nesses who are relied upon to establish these 
general, reckless, and sweeping charges of 


: intimidation, violence, and wrong against the 


| good people, the respectable and honorable 


constituency of this district. To subject them 
to such indiscriminate condemnation is alike 
unjust to them and discreditable to the judi- 
cial character of this House. They are suf- 
fering many of the evils and misfortunes of 
war, many of the retributive punishments which 
wait upon civil strife and are transmitted by 
it as a cruel legacy to after years. ‘They are 
also suffering the disturbing influences of dis- 
rupted institutions and changed social and 
political relations. 

Itis not in the power of humanity to rise 
instantly above and superior to ali such cir- 
cumstances and events. The good people, 
the great mass of the white population, which 


i iÍ forms the Democratie party in Louisiana, sin- 
The failure of the |! 
officer who had to make the returns to make | 


cerely deplore all the evils, confusion, and 
wrongs which grow as inevitable incidents out 


| of the late events in our history. But they are 


not guilty of any willful aggravation of those 
evils. They have struggled in good faith to 
mitigate and allay them, and to effect the 
easiest and earliest practicable. adjustment of 
society ta its new conditions. In those hon- 
orable efforts they have been constantly inter- 
fered with and thwarted by the malign influ- 


c ; ct i| ences and selfish machinations of political 
cast their suffrages. Acting upon that rule in | 


adventurers, who have gone among them to 
beget strife and use the ignorant and eredu- 
lous negroes to aid them in getting offices and 
power. They have sought these results for 
mean and sordid ends generally, and when 
attained they have used them for plunder and 
oppression. They have not in a single south- 
ern State rewarded the people for their ill- 
placed confidence by giving them good laws, 
good government, or civil protection, but gen- 
erally by bad laws, mean and corrupt rulers, 
oppressive taxes and exactions, and extrava- 
gant and reckless administration. ‘The people 
of Mr. McCranie’s district gave ample evidence 


: ; etofore || during the political canvass in question that 
had occasion to characterize when considering | 


they desired to avoid and prevent any occur- 
rences which could be used even as pretexts 
for denying them representation here accord- 


-of it; butI will say briefly that all of the testi- || ing to their legal choice. They could not— 
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nobody could-—prevent individual violations 
of law. Some sych occurred, committed by 
bad men, by common criminals of both par- 
ties, or of no party, and for them no party 
should be held responsible here. ? 


I hope that gentlemen will not forget that in : 
this case Mr. McCranie has a majority of 2,160 | 


votes of the entire registration, not of the votes 


cast, but of the entire registration; and that in , 


every one of those parishes the election was, in 
ageneral in a just sense, legal, orderly, and 
peaceable; that the returns were legally and 


fairly made ; that they show the precise result . 


of the count of the votes that were cast, and 
that Mr. McCranie, although he was in the 
common parlance of the day a rebel, was only 
a rebel so far as to have taken his stand and 


fortune with his misguided and unfortunate | 


people. 


And here let me say, in behalf of Mr. Mc- . 


Crenie, that at the time this war came on he 
was but a young man, just entering upon life, 
just marking out his future course. i 
ceded, and | trust it will not be denied by any 


one, that at the inception of our late civil war : 


he was an outspoken, independent, courageous 


Union man, and that he stoutly and bravely | 


resisted secession to the last hour, until actual 
and general war was flagrant, and that to this 
moment he has constantly and faithfully denied 
the right of secession, and only succumbed and 
yielded to the all-pervading and all-engulfing 


ower of actual subsisting war, and then took . 
Bis sword in hand and determined to share the | 
common fate of his people, of his neighbors, ` 


and friends. After he had done all he could 
do, had exercised all the influence he could 
exercise to keep off this calamity, to prevent 
secession and war, then, as a last resort and 
as a duty that he owed to his neighbors and 
friends, he determined that he would follow 
their fortanes. This may heve been wrong and 
criminal; but if so, still it illustrated a manly 
and generous fidelity to the nearer relations 
of life. Since the restoration of peace no man 
can truthfully say that Mr. McCranie bas not 
desired and in good faith endeavored to main- 
tain actual peace. He even became a candi- 
, date for the seat now in question against his 
own judgment and in deference to the wishes 
of his people. 

Now I ask the House to remember that in 
_this particular Mr. McCranie sustains the same 
relations to the House, to that district, and to 


the Constitution and laws ofthe country, that | 


several gentlemen have sustained who have 
been admitted to seats in Congress, and one of 
whom was admitted buta few days since upon 
the recommendation of the Committee of Elec- 


tions. I refer to the gentleman from South Car- | 


olina [Mr. Saoser, | whoserelationsto the coun- 
- try, to the war, and to the fourteenth amend- 
ment, I believe are precisely the same in legal 
, effect as those now sustained by Mr. McCranie. 
In many other cases where gentlemen have 
been elected who were disqualified from hold- 
ing a seat byreasonof this kiud of ineligibility, 


their disabilitieshave been removed. Sach was || 


done in behalf of General P. M. B. Young, of 
Georgia, who was himself a major general in 
the confederate army, and who wasalso a gradu- 
ate at West Point. The same thing was dane 
in favor of Colonel Clift, of Georgia, who 
had been a colonel ia the confederate service. 


The same thing was done, I believe, for one | 


of the gentlemen who are now in this Honse 
from the State of Mississippi on the Repub- 
lican side. Other members of this House have 
been relieved in like manner in deference to 
the wishes of their constituents and in aid of 
the sacred right of representation. No case of 
clearer merit was ever presented to Congress 


than this one; and why not be just toward Mr. | 


McCranie? 

In view of all these facts and circumstances 
I beg the House to remember that it onght not 
to act upon partisan prejudices, purposes, or 
feelings, or yield to the temptation to exercise 
the irresistible power of the majority to reject 


It is con- | 


a Democrat who has been fairly elected. The 
majority here ought to remember tbat 
“Tt is excellent 


To have a giant’s strength; but itis tyrannous 
To use it like a giant.” 


‘| [Here the hammer fell.] 
| to Mr. Morey for ten minutes. Before doing 
so I will ask that leave be granted to him to 
' have printed in the Globe additional remarks 
to those he may make in ten minutes. 
The SPEAKER. That will require unan- 
‘{mous consent. 
No objection was made, and leave was ac- 
cordingly granted. 


Mr. STEVENSON. Inow propose to yield i 


Mr. MOREY. Mr. Speaker, the majority ` 


their report, refer to the law and state that— 


“The House has heretofore, in the case of Hunt 
ve. Sheldon, adopted the rule that where it. appears 
that certain precincts and parishes (or counties) of a 
district have been carried by violence orintimidation, 
the returnstherefrom shal! be rejected, and the result 
derived from the returns from the peaceable pre- 
cincts and parishes (or counties.’’) 


That is the priaciple which I hold should 
govern in this case. 


peaceable 
counted. 

and then I claim it as the only principle which 
will teach the lawless element of our popula- 


of the Committee of Elections, in presenting ` 


I have claimed in my ; 
brief, as I claim now, that the votes of the | 
ecm of this district should be | 

claim that first, because itis right; ` 


|| residents in the district. 


spectable in every way, men who have not the 
taint of ‘‘carpet-baggery’’ upon them. They 
testify that during their lifetime, embracing 
forty or fifty years, they have never seen such 
astate of things as prevailed at this election. 
They had to leave their homes at night under 
the guard of a party of their friends, a portion 
of them their political opponents, who stated 
that they could not control the violent elements 
in the parish, even as against those life-long 
Where such was the 
case with regard to white men, what must it 
have been in regard to the colored men, who 
were taken out at night by armed bands of 
men in disguise, the leaders whipped, and the 
rest compelled to join the Democratic club and 
take ‘protection tickets,” which would pro- 
tect them from what? Which would protect 
them from the Kuklux organization within the 
Democratic party. That was the game that 


: was played there ; to murder or intimidate the 


leading white Republicans, and so frighten and 


. intimidate the balance of the colored voters, 
u who were not so ignorant as not to know where 


their interests lay in this election. 

Those five parishes where intimidation ex- 
isted, cast in the spring some 6,000 votes, the 
Republican majority being 103, while in the 
fall 29 votes only were cast for Grant and Col- 


, fax, and for myself, as the Republican candi- 


‘ tion that their efforts at lawlessness and mur- | 


der and intimidation will be brought to naught. 
The moment the principle is established by this 
Congress that the votes of peaceable parishes 


alone shall be counted, then the only incentive || 


_to such a course on their part will be removed, |: 
and the practice will be discontinued. The | 


report says that the House decided differently 
, in the Sypher case. 


i} Now, Mr. gon we. find that the legal 
from this district comprise the | 


returns receive 
returns from eleven parishes. In my brieficlaim 
that there was fraud, violence, and intimida- 
tion in six parishes outof theeleven. Theclaim 
in one parish, that of Catahoula, was not in 
the judgment of the committee sustained. That 
left six parishes, in one of which the charge of 
intimidation and violence was not sustained 
by the evidence, and in five of which the legal- 
ity of the election was not questioned, and five 
|| parishes in which intimidation and violence did 
i| prevail. In those parishes the vote in the 
|| spring stood 8,004 Republican votes and 2,901 
Democratic, there being, not, as the gentleman 
| on the other side stated, a majority of Demo- 
| cratic votes, but a majority of 103 Republican 


| in the spring the same intimidation and vio- 
lence that prevailed in the fall. Upon the 
investigation by the State Legislature a large 
portion of the votes of those two parishes were 
thrown out as having been influenced by vio- 
lence and intimidation; and the Republican 
members, having received a majority of the 
| votes cast in the peaceable precincts of those 
| two parishes, were seated. Hence the Repub- 
lican majority in the spring in those lawless 
parishes is swelled to the extent of 1,100 or 


| these five parishes cast 29 votes in the aggre- 
gate for Grant and Colfax and for the contest- 
ant. 

Now, those six parishes, in which the con- 


have I attacked its validity, which attack was 


fully one half of the area of the whole district, 
whieh is the largest in the State, and one of 
the largest inthe country. . Those six parishes 
| contain a majority of the registered voters of 
the whole district. 


: the testimony is not so conclusive. . I admit 
that the testimony is not conclusive as to the 
i parish of Catahoula; but as to the parish of 
Caldwell we have the testimony of two judges, 
who are two old citizens, responsible and re- 


testee does not attack the validity of the elec- | 
tion, and in only one of which, Catahoula, ` 


The committee state that : 
as to the parishes of Catahoula and Caldwell | 


i| votes. Intwoof those parishes there prevailed | 


1,200 votes, while at the election in the fall ; 


H 
| 
i 


t 


i| with that of those 


date for Congress. In one of those parishes, 
which polls about 3,000 votes, 2 Republican 
votes were cast by two white men, one of 
whom was taken out a night or two afterward 
and beaten almost to death; and when he 
appeared before the committee he was still 
suffering from the effects of that beating. 

In regard to the ineligibility of Mr. McCra- 
nie, I wish to state that the case is not parallel 
eatlemen who have here- 
tofore been relieved from disabilities and ad- 
mitted to seats on this floor. In the latter 
cases there were recommendations from promi- 
nent Republicans of their States, setting forth 
that they had accepted the situation and were 
in favor of the reconstruction policy of Con- 

ress. . 

This gentleman petitioned to have his disa- 
bilities removed last.year, and his application 
was presented by. a Senator who, when he 
heard all the facts in the case, withdrew the 
application for relief which he had presented. 
There is no Republican from Louisiana on 
this floor or in the other House who will in- 
dorse his application. And why? Because 
this gentleman hasbeen one of the strongest 
opponents of the reconstruction policy of the 
Government ever since its inception. I know 


| it. He publishes a paper in my town, and I 


‘publish another. I am familiar with his record. 


i Í placed a file of his newspaper before the 


Committee on Political Disabilities of the 
Senate, and one glance through those sheets 
was sufficient to satisfy them that his applica- 
tion should be denied. Therefore his case was 
not reported last year. When it was believed 
that his political disabilities would be removed 
this year, I received letters from prominent 
Union menand Republicans protesting against 
sueh action. I understand that if anybody’s 
disabilities are to be removed it is the man 
who accepts the situation, the man who accepts 
the reconstruction policy in good faith. We 
do not object to the removal of all political 
disabilities; but, when the cases are made 
exceptional, we do protest against the removal 


i| of disabilities in the case of a man who all 
not fully sustained by the evidence, constitate |; 


along has opposed reconstruction. Any one 
who will refer tothe Washita Telegraph, edited 
and published by the contestee, will see that 
he is not a man whose disabilities ought to be 
removed. 

Take the six parishes which we class as 


! peaceable, and the majority of the registered 
| voters are in those six parishes; they are at 
| least one half of the district in area. 


The 
rinciple which was adopted in the case of 
untvs. Sheldon, of throwing out the parishes 

where there were intimidation and personal 


= 1870. 
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nnn in 


iolence. 
fve parishes, leaving the result as follows: 


Carroll.. ° 394 
Concordi g 1,552 ; 7 
Madison 9 3 35 
omnes Se easels ‘438 1,014 187. 
Catahoula. ..cesescesserecesee 194 150 1 
Total, c.cccccccecscesescses 3,448 3,578 8,065 
Morey’s plurality over McCramic...sscssessssesees 130 
Morey’s plurality over Kenn 51 


Total Republican vote...... 
Total Democratic vote 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I believe 1 have shown 
conclusively that there was a large Republican 


majority in the peaceable parishes of this dis- `| 


trict. Ín fact the vote cast shows more thana 
two-thirds vote for Grant and Colfax, which it 
is true was unfortunately divided between my- 


self and avother candidate; technically, how- 
ever, that is of no consequence in considering | 
this case, for it has always been held by this . 
House that a plurality vote elects the recipient 
thereof. I hold, sir, that if the principle laid `| 
down in the case of Hunt vs. Sheldon is worth ` 
anything as a precedent, and if it is applied to | 
this case, I am entitled to the seat irom the | 
fifth Louisiana district. Tho logic is conclu- | 
sive to that result, and cannot be escaped. | 

Now, sir, as my time is short—and had Ithe 
opportunity I could speak all day on this sub- 
ject, for I have studied it closely—I wigh to 
refer briefly to the effect of the application of | 
the principle which I hold should govern ia | 
this and all other cases from our section of `; 
the country, namely, that the votes of parishes , 
and precincts where law and order prevailed || 
should alone be counted in ascertaining results. 
When you establish this principle you say to | 
the Kuklux Democracy, ‘* You can accomplish |; 
nothing but your own defeat by this policy, for || 
we refuse to recognize lawlessness, ruffianism, || 
assassination, and intimidation.” If you do | 
not now and in futare adhere to this principle | 
you then encourage this lawless element, in | 
case they are in the minority, to commit just ` 
such excesses as they did in 1868, and by. hav- ' 
ing the election declared null and void defeat ' 
the will of the peaceable, law-abiding majority 
of the people, and deprive them of representa- 
tion. 

If the report of the committee in this case is 
sustained, and the case referred back ‘to the || 
people, I earnestly hope that the principle for 
which I contend may maintain In the cases 
from the third and fifth districts of my State. 
The establishment of this principle is of more 
importance to me and to every lover of peace 
and good government than any result which is 
merely personal to myself. I make this appeal, 
Mr. Speaker, in the name of an outraged and 
a long-suffering constituency, in the name and | 
on behalf of 15,000 voters, with as loyal hearts 
as ever beat; and although moat of them have 
dark skins, Í would to God that. the hearts of 
their white brethren were as loyal and as true 
to the principles of a republican Government! 
I make this appeal’ on behalf of free citizens 
entitled to the protection of this.great Govern- 
ment, for without its protection the exercise of 
the ballot, that priceless privilege of a free 
man, one who is free indeed, will only fegd to 
their destruction or maltreatmentin some cases, 
and in other cases to their moral and political 
degradation, by being forced to succumb to this 
hellish system of intimidation and coercien in- 
augurated by the Kuklux and the Knights of 
the White Camelia, both of which, as the évi- 
dence taken in these cases conclusively proves, 
are organizations within the Democratic party. 
Without protevtion in its exercise you could 
not give to the loyal colored men of the South 
a greater curse than the ballot, for under the 
reign of terror which existed in 1868, and which 
I predict will exist in 1870, these loyal colored 
men will be forced, ay forced, to vote against 
the party which they love and to which party 
the most ignorant voter in the State of Louisiana 
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| 


knews he owes his freedam, his manhood, aad 
bis right to make for himself a name; for his 
family a home, and for his children an inher- 
itance of an eduegtion, which wili enable them 
ina greater degree than himself to appraciate 


l| the blessings of liberty. The party L refer to 
'| is the one which conquered the rebellion 
‘|| which has established manhood suffrage, an 


whose greatest enemies are ignorance, bigotry, 
© and the intolerance and hate which are the 
legacy left by the rebellion to its disappointed 
: and unrepentant followers. , 
| Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Chairman, I rè- 
. gret exceedingly the gentleman from Indiana 
: [Mr. KERR] and myself cannot agree about 
| anything in these cases, à 
| gentieman from Ohio if it be true, as I figure 
it, that Mr, MeCranie has a majority of 2,160 
‘of all the votes registered in that district? 
| Did he receive 2,160 votes more than one half. 
of all the registered votes in that district? 

Mr. STEVENSON. [believe that is so. I ' 
was saying how I regret that the gentleman 
from Indiana and myself, after liying together 


Mr. MAYHAM, I should like to ask the || 


able patishes.. You see that the lawless region 
is twice as large as the peaceable. The Mis- 
siasippi river bounds the peaceable parishes. 
In that planting region the blacks were in a 
majority of nearly two to one, and were able 
to assert their rights———. . ; 
.. Mr. MOORE, of Minois. Will the gentla- 
man allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. STEVENSON. Certainly, provided it 
be short. 
- Mr. MOORE, of Ilinois. As I understand, 


‘the total. number of registered voters in the 


district was 23,118; the total vote polled was 


, 20,216.. How do you account for such a large 


|; dation ? 


vote being polled if there was so much intimi- 


Mr. STEVENSON. ‘Because jn the eight 
contested parishes men were compelled to vote 


i the Democratic ticket; they were compelled 


so long in that hot climate last summer, cannot : 
the North learn to defend the colored men of 


agree about anything, It would seem that wa 
should have melted together. 
But he is determined not to agree with me; 
and if I were to ask him what he wanted and 
consent to that, he would hack qut or want more. 
He says this was a peaceable district, all the 
parishes were peaceable, Let me. give you 
some idea of what the gentleman calis peate- 
able. In every one of these eight contested 
parishes there were murders by the Kuklux 


| Klan and by Knights of the White Camelia. 


They would take a man out of his house at 
midnight, march him into the . woods, and 
there kill him, and then disappear in thedark- 
ness. There was no public riot. . They did 
not need it, Their quiet, silent, stealthy mur- 
ders were sufficient... - a 

The gentleman -says this was one of: the 
most peaceful districts in the. whole State. I | 
say that it. was ane of the most abandoned | 


regions in the Union. It lay. between the Mis- |: 


sissippi river on the qneside and the Red river | 


gutheother. As fer asourgun-beatecould throw i! 
| @ shell during the war we held it, The rest was | 
neutral territory, and the desperately wicked | 
men from bpth gides settled in it and pos- || 


sessed it yntil Phil. Sheridan ran someof them | 
out. Many remained, and some are there yet 


for cultivating a plantation he had. leased. 
They sept him a Kuklux warning to leave, 
and because he did not obey they killed him.- 
The testimony shows that in this district, within 
sixty days before the election, two hundred 
and nine men ‘were killed and wounded by 
gun-shots, and otherwise injured; one buv- 


dred and fourteen of them killed. Yetthegen- | 


tleman from. Indiana ‘has the effrontery to 
stand up in the face of. this House and. talk 
Mr. KERR, . L deny the truth 
tleman’s,statement.,.. ... Aes ee 
Mr. STEV RNSON, Qh, yes; the. entle- 
man seems ready to, deny any trath which. may 
Mr. Speaker, in six of these parishes only 
5 Republican votes were cast. Five votes in 
gentleman accoent for that in his peaceable 
district? Does he deny that also? One of 
another, an honest German gunsmith, was 
taken by the Kuklux the night after and 
been persuaded by Democrats, who promised 
him security, to vote the Republican ticket, 
their proceedings. Pe os 
This exhibits the results. These clippings 
orderly and the riotous parts of the district. 
That represents the eight, parishes which were 


about this as ẹ peaceable district. — 

of the gen- 
ent.: A 

be stated about these cases. 

six parishes and in two none. How does the 

those five men was killed the same day, and 

whipped almost to death, although he had 

in order to give'an appearance of fairness. to 

from the map (holding them up] represent the 

controlled by violence, and this the five peace- | 


(Laughter. ] |) 


to join Democratic clubs; they were mustered 
in; their registration papers were taken from 


| them; they were given protection papers, and 


told that if the} failed to vote the Democratic 
ticket they would be killed after the election 
as well as before. . 
- Mr. Speaker, when will the Republicans of 


the South? When will we begiu to stand by 


‘them? Lalmost despair. And my advice to 


|| loyal people of the South, 
| shall not deserve that they longer support us. 
| . I have to remark, in answer to. the attack of 
: the gentleman from Indiana on one of the wit- 
i nesses in this case, (Mr. Blackburn, ) that you 


| est sort of Radicalism. 


: them is to arm and defend themselyes. 


“Who would be free, themselves myst strike the 
‘plow? `. ` 


We do not, we cannot realize their sitagtion, 
and therefore it is that-we do not stand hy 
them, If we would they. would take conraga 
to meet their enemies. I trust we shall do 
better hereafter. If ever the struggle comes 
again the Republican party must maintain the 
If we do not we 


might throw aside his testimony aud the case 
would not be affected the weight of a hair. 
The extracts from his paper look as if he were 
turning Democrat. You can find such articles 
in every Democratic paper in the coantry, 
And it is notorious that whenever a Republican 
is caught in, anything wrong aud condemned 
by us, he bupdles up his political truck and 
goes over to-that side, where he finds ‘* hale 
fellows well met,” and is welcomed, honored, 


l ! and rewarded. 
unhanged, They killed a man the other day | 


Mr. KERR. The paper is full of the warm- 
` Mr. STEVENSON. Bat I fear heis falling 
from grace. And Iam inclined to say the 
yore he becomes the better you will esteem 
im. f es f 
Herg the hammer fell. ] 
fr, KERR. Í ask leave before the vote is 
taken to amend my resolution: I send it to the 
desk in the shape in which I desire to offer it, 
“The Clerk read as. follows; i 


. Resolved, ‘That George W. MeCravie was duly 
lected Reprerntatito to the Forty-First Congress 


r the fifth congressional district of Louisiana at 


the regular election:hald Novomber 3, 1868, and after 
his disabilitivs shall. haya been removed should be 
admitted to his seat on this floor. | l i 
Mr. STEVENSON. . J object ta:that. .- 
Mr. KERB. The resolution as. originally 
offered amounts to the same thing. . 

“The SPEAKER. Ags the previous ques- 
tigri is operating, the gentleman cannot be per- 
mitted to amend his resolution without unani; 
mousconsent. = | i 

The question was on agreeing to the reso- 
lution offered by Mr. Kenn as a substitute for 
the resolution offered by the. committee, as 
followas =. > oe E 

. Resolved, That Georgs W. Mi io was duly 
elected Representative to the Forty-Hirst Congress 
for the fifth congressional district of Louisiana at 
the regular election held November 3, 1868. 

’ The question was put; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 44, noes 78, 

Mr. KERR. I call for the yeas ahd nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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The question was taken; and it was decided: 
in the negative—yeas 58, nays 104, not voting 
70; as follows: i 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Beck, Biggs, Bird, 
Booker, James Brooks, Calkin, Cleveland, Clinton 
L. Cobb, Conner, Cox, Dickinson 
Eldridge, Farnsworth, Fox, Getz, Griswold, Haight, 
Hambleton, Hamill,_Holman, Johnson, Thomas L. 
Jones, Kerr, Knott, Mayham, McCormick, Me- 
Kenzie, McNeely, Milnes, Morgan, Niblack, Randall, 


Rice, Sherrod, Shober,JosephS. Smith, Stiles,Stone, ! 


Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Van Auken, 


Van Trump, Voorhees, Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, ; 


Wood, and Woodward—53. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arm- 
strong, Arneil, Asper, Atwood, Ayer, Barry, Beaman, 
Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, Blair, George M. Brooks, 
Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, Cake, Cessna, 
Churchill, William T. Clark, Amasa, 
Covode, Cowles, Culiom, Degener, Ferriss, Ferry, 
Finkelnburg, Fisher, Harris, Hawley, Heflin, Hili, 
Hoar, Hoge, Hoover, Ingersoll, Judd, Kelley, Kel- 
logg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, Lawrence, 
Lynch, Maynard, McCarthy, McCrary, McGrew, 
Kee, Mercur, Kiiakim H. rey 
Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, Samue! P. Morrill, 

yers, 
Peck, Perce, Peters, Platt, r 
Sanford, Sargent, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel 
A.Sheldon. Porter Sheldon, John A: Smith, William 


Me- 


Dockery, Dox, | 
s 


Cobb, Cook, : 
ogan, : 


Negley, O’Neill, Packard, Paine, Palmer, : 
Porter,. Prosser, Roots, . 


J. Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, : 
Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, Atrickland, Strong, ` 
Taffe, Tanner, Lillman, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, ; 


Upson, Ward, Wheeler, Williams, John T. 
Winans, and Witcher—104. 


Barnum, Benton, Bingham, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, 
Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. 
utler, Sidney Clarke, Coburn, Conger, Crebs, Davis, 
awes, Dickey, Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, 
Fitch, Garfield, Gibson, Gilfillan, Haldeman, Hale, 


Hamilton, Hawkins, Hay, Hays, Heaton, Hotchkiss, | 
Oken; Alexander Tones. Julian, Lafiin, Lash, i 


Jenckes, Alexander H. 


Loughridge, Marshall, Jesse H. Moore, Morrissey, | 


Mungen, Orth, Packer, Phelps, Poland, Pomeroy, 
Potter, Reeves, Ridgway, Rogers, Sawyer, Schu- 
maker, Slocum, Worthington C. Smith, Taylor, Van 
Horn, Van Wyck, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William 
B. Washburn, Welker, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Wil- 
lard, and Winchester—V0. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

During the roll-call, ; 

Mr. ROGERS announced that he had paired 
upon this question with Mr. BUTLER, of Ten- 
nessee. x 

Mr. McNEELY stated that Mr. MARSHALL 
was confined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. GETZ stated that Mr. HALDEMAN was 

aired on this question, with Mr, Dickey; Mr. 
B ioris would have voted ‘fay’ and Mr. 
Dickey ‘‘no.”’ es F 

Mr. WINCHESTER stated that he was 
paired with Mr. Dyer. He (Mr. WINCHESTER) 
would have voted '‘ ay” and Mr. Dyer ‘‘ no.” 

The result of the vote having been an- 
nounced 

Mr. STEVENSON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was rejected ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the 
following resolution, reported by the Commit- 
tee of Elections: 


, Resolved, That there was no lawful election in the 
fifth congressional district of the State of Louisiana 
for Representative in the Forty-First Congress, and 
neither G. W. MoCranie nor Frank Morey nor P. J. 
Kennedy is entitled to a seat as Representative in 
the Forty-First Congress from the fifth congressional 
district of the State of Louisiana. 


Mr. CESSNA moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. ere 

The motion was not agreed to, ` 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. STEVENSON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

_, The latter motion. was agreed to. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. = 


Leave of absence was granted to Mr. BEATTY 
for ten days; to Mr. Bineuam for four days; 
to Mr. WELKER for two days; to Mr. TWICHELL, 
on account of sickness jn his family, for one 
week from this afternoon; to Mr. WOODWARD 
for ten days; and to Mr. Coox until Saturday. 


ATCHISON, TOPEKA, AND SANTA FH RAILROAD. 


Mr. CHAVES, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1888) relative to the 


M » William Moo | 
C Samuel! P a | Telegraph Company; and the same was referred 


ison, :! $ A : 
Hson | olations of the House of the following titles: 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Axtell, Bailey, Banks, || 
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Atehison, Topeka, and Santa Fé Railroad 
Company ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred tothe'Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 


NAVIGATION AND COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. 


Mr. LYNCH, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1889) to revive the 
navigation and commercial interests of the | 
United States; which was read a first and , 
second time, referred to the select Committee 
on the Causes of the Reduction of American | 
Tonnage, and ordered to be printed. i 

WASHINGTON AND CINCINNATI RAILROAD. 

On motion of Mr. CONGER, by unanimous 
consent, the Committee on Commerce was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the © 
bill (H. R. No. 178) to incorporate the Wash- 
ington and Cincinnati National Railroad and 


to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. GORHAM, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had ; 
passed, withont amendment, a bill and joint res- 


-An act (H. R. No. 945) to provide for the 
survey of the Fort Gratiot military reservation 
in the State of Michigan ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 125) for the re- `' 
lief of James L. Ridgely, collector of internal 
revenue forthe second district of Maryland; and ;, 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 197) for the '| 
relief of George 8. Atkinson, late assistant :' 
quartermaster of volanteers. 

The message further announced that the Sen- 
ate had passed House bill (H. R. No. 1418) 
for the relief of Sophia A. Moen, with amend- | 
ments, in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested. 

The message farther announced that the Sen- | 
ate had passed bills and a joint. resolution of | 
their own, of the following titles, in which the | 
concurrence of the House was requested : 

An act (8. No. 708) to provide for a building ' 
for the use of the post office, custom-house, , 
United States circuit and: district courts, and ; 
internal revenue offices at Albany, New York; || 

An act (S. No. 688) for the relief of Charles | 
P. Redmond; and ` . 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 10) directing 
the Secretary of War to sell Bergen Heights 


arsenal. 
BEACON LIGHT—-NORWALK ISLAND. 


Mr. KELLOGG, by unanimous consent, | 
introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 272) | 
for an appropriation of $1,000 for a beacon 
or spindle light near Norwalk Island, Con- į 
necticut; which was read a first and second i 
time, and referred to the Committee on Appro- | 
priations. ; 


ISAAC H. CHRISTIAN. 


Mr. PORTER, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1890) to remove legal | 
and political disabilities from Isaac H. Chris- |; 
tian, of Charles City county, Virginia; which | 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the select Committee on Reconstruction. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr, BENJAMIN. I call for the regular 
order of business. - 

‘Mr. ALLISON. I move to reconsider the | 
votes by which bills and joint resolutions have | 
been referred or recommitted ; and I also move | 
= the motion to reconsider be laid on the | 
table. $ z i 
» The latter motion was agreed te. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I desire to move now that | 
the rules be suspended, and the House resolve ` 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
special order. , 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to move that the | 
House now proceed to theconsideration of busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. I wish to call the ` 
attention of gentlemen to the condition of the 
public business. I am sure the gentleman from | 
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Ohio [Mr. ScuencK] will allow me to do 80, 
or I shall have to appeal to the Speaker to 
state it. I understand that there are now on 


| the Speaker’s table more than one hundred 


and fifteen bills and joint resolutions. 
Mr. RANDALL. ls debate in order? 
The SPEAKER, Itis not, except by unan- 


` imous consent. 


Mr. RANDALL. Then I object. 

The SPEAKER. The question isupon the 
motion to proceed to the consideration of busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 hope that motion 
will be agreed to; for it must be evident to all 
that we must go to the Speaker’s table before 
we dispose of the tariff bill. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Or enlarge the table; 
one or the other. { Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Is itin order 


;, to move an amendment to the motion to pro- 
ceed to business on the Speaker’s table? 


The SPEAKER. 


Only by unanimous con- 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to 
amend the motion so that if the House shall 


‘, proceed to the consideration of business upon 


the Speaker’s table only those bills, &c., shall 


. be considered to which there shall be no ob- 


jection. 

The SPEAKER. 
mous consent, 

Objection was made. 

The question was then taken upon the 
motion of Mr. INGERSOLL to proceed to the 


That will require unani- 


‘i consideration of business upon the Speaker’s 
| table; and upon a division there were ayes— 
i 68, noes 69. 


Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. INGERSOLL called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. INGERSOLL 
and Mr. Cox were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported that there were ayes—65, noes 73. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE, ; 
Mr. KELLOGG was granted leave of ab- 
sence for one week. 


Mr. CALKIN obtained an additional leave 
of absence for two days. 


TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Before I renew my motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole I desire to 


:, say that I find a very general unwillingness to 


have night sessions. I will not ask one to-night 
if members will remain here until five o’clock. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. We will agree to that. 
Mr. NIBLACK. I would rather remain here 
until six o’clock than to have a night session. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I move that all debate on 


| the pending paragraph shall terminate in fifteen 
‘| minutes after the consideration of the special 
j| order shall have been again resumed in Com- 


mittee of the Whole. . 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move to amend s0 as to 
make it half an hour. I think that is little 
enough time to discuss so important a sub- 


ject. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, I will modify my 
motion so as to allow half an hour for further 
debate, and hope the gentleman will keep quiet 
on other paragraphs. [Laughter. ] 

The motion to terminate debate in half an 
hour was then agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the special 
order. - 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 


: Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, (Mr. WarerLeER in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist- 
ing laws relating to the duty on imports, and 


for other purposes. j 
The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report 


1870. 


the pending ragraph as it has been amorided 
b af aarin of the Whole. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


On raitway splice bars, side bars, fish plates, and | 


npunched, lè cents per 
ead a Eata railway chairs, frogs, roe 
ints, 2 cents per pound. . NAS 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question ìs 
npon an amendment moved by the gentleman 
from Missouri, (Mr. BexgaMix,} which the 
Clerk will read. 

‘The Clerk read as follows: 

3 x he following: j 

Addio the taratib hi re tetas and fitted to be 
laid down, @ cents per 100 pounds. 

he CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pend- 
ing amendment has been exhausted. 

MIr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I move to 
amend by striking out ‘ 60°’ and inserting °'55.”” 
Nr. Chairman, in thediscussion had upon this 
item, one of the most important in the bill, 
it has been assumed that the tariff upon rail- 
road iron is left the same as in the existing 
law. This isa mistake. While railroad iron 
is not named specifically in the bill, yet if gen- 
tlemen will turn to line three hundred and 
uivety-one, they will find a paragraph reading 
as follows: 

On iron of any size or description not included, 
embraced, or enumerated in this act, 1 cent per 
pound. 

Now, there is no doubt that railroad iron 
will be included in this paragraph, and, there- 
fore. the duty raised to 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Iam sorry to take away 
the foundation of the gentleman’s argument ; 
but I desire to say to him that in the paragraph 
which has just been read there was a mistake 
in the drafting of the bill, which the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means long ago decided to 
correct; and I am instructed to offer, at the 
proper time, an amendment, striking out the 
words “included, embraced, or enumerated in 
this act’? and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words ‘otherwise provided for. This will 
leave this class of iron to pay the duty pro- 
vided in the present law, 70 cents per hundred 


weight. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I am glad to 
hear the gentleman’s staternent; for we had 
reason to fear that two of the paragraphs in 
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may represent a- less capital, ‘and thus be | 


enabled to transport our cropa to market at a 


| lower rate. 


: iron alone. 


In some general remarks which I made here- 
tofore I stated that according to the estimate 
of one road the cost of transporting grain from 
the center of my State to Lake Michigan is 
increased 4 cents a bushel by the tariff upon 
It will be found all over the coun- 
try that nething operates more injuriously upon 
the interests of the agricultural population than 
the excessive cost of transportation, and the 


‘| the tariff of 70 cents per 100 pounds. 


3075 


of railroad iron were imported last year andar 
I 


i| that- be so, I ask what it proves? It certainly 


‘man from Pennsylvania. 


does not sustain the proposition of the gentle- 
On the contrary, it 


. proves incontestably that we are not able in 


the United States, with all our iron manufac- 


_ turing establishments, to furnish sufficient iron 


i engaged in the building of railroads. 


to meet the demands of our people who are 


: Hence 
you should afford every facility to those inter- 


- ested in the railroad system of this country to 


largest increase in this is occasioned by the | 


high duties on iron. 

(Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. LOGAN. If the gentleman from Min- 
nesota will withdraw his amendment I will 
renew it. 

Nr. WILSON, of Minnesota. Very well. 


The CHAIRMAN. There being no objec- 


tion, the amendment is withdrawn by the gen- 


tleman from Minnesota, and renewed by the © 
i gentlemen constantly ignore but never an- 


gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Loaay. } 
Mr. LOGAN. 


members of this House, in reference to this 
particular item of railroad iron. I hope that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. KEL- 


|; LEY] will not consider me as ‘‘running a muck’’ 
‘against everything that comes up because I 


this bill were intended to raise the present ' 


tariff upon railroad iron. 


As was stated the other day by the gentle- . 


man from Illinois, (Mr. Iyeerso.t,] there is 


| advocate that which I think is right. 
the gentleman notice that if I am ‘‘ranning | 
| a muck” by opposing every proposition which || 


I give 


bears oppressively upon my constituents I shall 


© ron a muck” as the people of the Hast Indies 


a propriety in a reduction on this article. | 


There is a propriety in maintaining the har- 
mony of this bill. We started with a reduction 
on pig iron, reducing the present duty 55 per 
cent. The committee proposed to reduce 22 
per cent. We have followed it up by corre- 
sponding reductions on various articles made 
from pig iron; and now when we come to rail- 
road iron, which is embraced in the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Bexsamin, } we should, I submit, make a reduc- 
tion, 
material from which it is made, and it is only 
fair to all parties interested that a correspond- 
ing reduction should be made in this manu- 
factured article. My amendment only pro- 
poses a reduction upon present duty of 19 per 
cent. 

This is a matter in which we of the Westare 
particularly interested. We are building rail- 
roads, and we have but very little capital. It 
is important that we should save money where 


We have reduced the tariff upon the | 
| bound hand and foot and covered all over with | 
gallinippers who are allowed to suck blood from | 
Such is the ; 
system at present, and it is a system justly | 


ever it may be possible, and especially upon | 


this article of vital necessity for extending our 
railroad system. I could not see the logic of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Woop- 
WakD,] when he claimed that the tariff upon 
iron would assist in extending and promoting 
the railroads of the West. I cannot by any 
process of reasoning perceive how increasing 
the cost of material can benefit our roads. The 
West all agree that we must make every possi 
ble redaction on all articles entering into the 
construction of railroads, both that we may 
build more of them, and that when built they 


|! higher tariff than otherwise. 


i test when we are taxed on every interest, | 
when blood is not only extracted from the : 


do, until death comes. Nor am I actuated by 
any disposition to antagonize any political party. 
In my section of the country this is not regard- 
edas a party question, and I desire that it shall 
not be so regarded in this House. When gen- 
tlemen intimate that 1 am antagonizing the 


Mr. Chairman, I feel a very | 
great interest, as do, I presume, most of the | 


procure the supply of railroad iron which they . 


“need. For that reason, if I cannot geta lower 


tariff I shail support the amendment of the 


gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. Wison] to 


reduce the rate of duty on railroad iron to 55 
cents per 100 pounds. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. BLAIR. Mr. Chairman, I do not know 
that it will be of any use to repeat the argu- 
ment, often enough made before, and which 


swer, that it is not the object of these duties 
by any means to increase prices; that they do 


' not always occasion that increase. 


In the discussion had here last night on this 
subject it appeared there were still large im- 
portations of railroad iron. ‘That importation 
has been rapidly and largely increasing ; and 


' I submit to the committee it is the very best 


evidence which could be given here that the 
tariff is right as it stands. If we wish to pro- 


l tect American industries and at the same time 


|| prevent the increase of price we need to bring 
‘ about just that state of things when the im- 


portations shall be considerable and the man- 
ufacture shall be large, so that the two claim- 


: ants for the American markets, the foreign 


party to which I belong by opposing these high : 
duties which are calculated to oppress my 


constituents, I repeat that in my section of the 
country there is scarcely any difference of 
opinion among political parties in reference to 
these questions. 

Now, sir, why do we desire a reduction on 
railroad iron? For the reason that we want 
the same reduction upon railroad iron that we 
desire upon every sort of iron. We want gen- 
erally a reduction of the tariff as it now exists. 
The people consider that the rate of dety at 
the present time on railroad iron is too high. 
I am willing—and I speak, I believe, the sen- 


l timents of my constituents—that the Commit- 
! tee of Ways and Means shall report a bill to | 


manufacturer and the home producer, shall ` 
be meeting constantly in this country; and 
when this is the case we may rely on it the 
article will be selling as low as possible ; that 
the article will be produced and sold as cheaply 
as it can be in our markets. This has been 
said often enough, and our experience proves 


` its truth, 


; Locan, ] which 


abolish the internal revenue tax on ali articles |; 


excepting some three or four, and on them to 
reduce the tax to such a degree that the peo- 
do. Then we can afford to agree to a little 
But we do pro- 


large veins of the body-politic, but when it is 


every vein, both large and smali. 


odious in the eyes of the people. 

This high tariff upon railroad iron is partien- 
larly offensive to the western people. They 
are largely engaged in the construction of rail- 
roads for the purpose of fully developing not 
only their fruitful soil, but their vast mineral 
resources. 
are fast settling down in their midst. 


and this great cost of transportation depends 
in av 
railroad iron. I speak in the interest of the 
agriculturists, the men who are the bone and 
sinew of the land; and in my judgment 50 cents 
per 100 pounds is a fair tariff on tbis rail- 
road iron. I think itis ample. It is plenty, 
and iron manufacturers should not ask for any 


greater protection. The gentleman from Penn- 


Immigrants from other countries | 
The 
great drawback is in the cost of tranaportation, | 


great measure on the high cost of | 


| ple can live in more comfort than they now | 


i 
i! 


sylvania (Mr. KELLEY] said that 300,000 tons {| man a question. : 


Bat, sir, I wish particularly to refer to the 
remark of the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
have heard him make before, 
that if we should take off the internal tax so as 
to relieve the people he is willing we shall have 
a satisfactory tariffand to raise revenue in that 
way. I wish to say to the gentleman that I 
oppose constantly any very great redaction of 
the tariff as it now stands, because I wish to 
preserve the revenue from the tariff so that 
when we come to the tax bill we shall be able 


| to take off the tax there. I tell gentlemen, and 
| they must see as they examine it, that every 


dollar they take from the revenue'to be raised 
by the tariff is a dollar they will be obliged to 
lay on the people in the internal revenue tax, 
and that every dollar they put on here. they 
will be able to take off when they come to the 
tax biil. 

That is my theory. I want to abolish. the 
internal revenue tax as rapidly as possible. 
And because I wish to do that I wish to pre- 
serve the revenue derived from the tariff. The 
tariff affords the easiest, the fairest, the most 
natural way of raising the revenue which is 
required for the public service of tha country, 
and that being the case, I endeavor to sustata 
it all the while. In the remarks which: I had 
occasion some time ago to submit to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole Í said that this was my 
object, that I wished to preserve the revenue 
from the tariff for the purpose of reducing the 
internal revenue... My object is still the same, 
and I ask the gentleman from Hlinois [Mr: 
Loaan} not to be in such hot haste,-but to leave 
the tariff in such a state that we shall mainly 
derive our revenue from it. And thea when 
I meet him on the internal revenue tax bill I 
will be willing to eat out every dollar that can 
possibly be spared. : n e 

Mr. LOGAN. .I desire to ask the gentle- 


A 
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Mr. BLAIR. I yield for a question. 


Mr. LOGAN. Ifthe gentleman is desirous 
of reducing the internal taxes and keeping the | 
tariff as it is I wish him to explain why the | 
Committee of Ways and Neans, of which he is | 
a member, reported any tariff bill at all. If 
they had not reported a bill the tariff would 
have been left as itis. I ask, if his intention 
was as he stated it, why the committee did not 
leave the tariff alone and report a bill reducing 
the internal taxes, ao that the country might 
know what they propose? 

Mr. BLAIR. I can answer that question 
easily. The committee was under instructions 
to report a tariff bill, Under those instruc- 
tions they gave their attention to the tariff and 
reported a ball, 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on 
the pending amendment to the amendment. 

Me. LOGAN. I withdraw it. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out ‘60°’ and insert- 
ing *¢ 75." 

Mr. Chairman, I would prefer to vote rather 
than talk, bat as little of the one and much of 
the other seems to prevail, I desire to say a 
very fow words on this iron-taritf subject. I 
believe most of the new members from the 
South are making a record for themselves for 
a reduction of the tariff generally, and espe- 
cially on iron. Mr. Chairman, | think those 
colleagues thus voting and speaking are going 
‘off into the dance,’ to use a southern phrase, 
*fon the.wrong foot.” They say they are 
moved and are actuated by a desire to protect 
and advance the agticultaral interests of the 
country—the cotton interest of the South and 
the grain interest of the West. They say those 
sections are laboring under great depression; 
especially is thia said for the South, and I make 
no issue with them as to the fact of depression, ' 
but the remedy proposed is what I object to. 
Poor, without much labor except agricul- 
tural, it will be perhaps easy to convince or 
satisty constituents of the South that to vote 
for a reduction of the tariff was for their in- 
terests, against the ‘‘monopolists of Pennsyl- 
vania;’’ that it opens the dvor to cheaper iron 
for building railroads that we are told are so 
greatly needed to develop our country. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, | believe it a greatand 
good thing to develop our country by building 
railroads. But how? Shall we, as pooras we 
are, insist on going in debt to a foreign coun- 
try for the iron, instead of insisting that capi- 
tal and labor come here and sit down by side 
of us in our povertyand make the iron to build 
those roads? If we were to strike the tariff 
entirely from iron we probably would have it 
offered cheaper to us fora while ; but we would 
not be made a present of it. In our poverty 
we cannot pay down and would have to take 
it on a credit. By the time we bad built our 
roads our notes would be dae for the iron, and 
what will we have been accumulating daring the | 
time to pay them? If we build the road-beds 
with cheap Chinese labor, while that work was 
going we should doubtless experience a brieker 
and better market for some of our agricultaral | 
poaae Bat when the work was done the 

borers would have reeeived cash for their | 
labor snd ready to be off for home or else- 
where for another job. Theroadsandrolling- | 
stock would be on band, but under mortgage `i 
to foreigners for the iron. : i 

Now, Mr. Chairman, this kind of operation 
might do for peoplealready with a sarplus, and 
who could afford to do a losing business for the ` 
style thas was in it, but for poor agricaltur- 
ista, of whom I am one, it does not appear to 
me to be their interest. My notion is, if we 
are to incar any debt or tax ourselves in any 
way to get railroads, we should exactly reverse 
the operation... : 

Instead of sending our credit abroad to bring ` 
in ready-made iron rails, send a free ticket to ; 
cash abroad to come here and make tbem out | 
of that everlasting mountain spoken of a few ! 


days ago as being located in Missouri. We || 


: ning of present ones, would not our mistake 


: There are 228 members on the roll. 
. in committee stood: for the amendment, 66; 
, againet it, 64; or 130 votes; and 98 not voting. 


1 ton. 


: iron should be imposed. This is a question 
, Of figures and facts. 
‘in Europe and the United States the same, 
, there would be nonecessity for protection, and 
i the question would resolve itself into one of 
: revenue only. 


are told by those in favor of reduction, that 
there will still be left protection enough to keep 
in blast all our present iron works. But this 
is questioned by some; and suppose we should 
not only stop building new works, but the ran- | 


be a sad one for the poor agriculturist? In 
debt for roads to start our wheat, corn, &c., on 
to pay England, provided England was haugry 
and could not get them elsewhere cheaper. 

To make so fatal a mistake on the other side 
in regard to iron, according to my notions, is 
almost impossible. Instead of reducing the 
duty on pig iron we had increased it and given 
assurance of stability ; we might not build rail- 
roads so fast for a few years, but we would 
bunld works to make the rails to lay on them 
as built, and if we did go slow we would go 
much surer. Right-minded agriculturists pre- 
fer to make improvements with their own labor 
as much as possible, and not to involve them- 
selves in debt for the mere sake of splendor 
and style; and to those colleagues from the 
South who are repeating and renewing the anti- 
war talk on the tariff and manufactories are, in 
my humble judgment, relaying the foundation 
of sectional alienations and jealousies. It wag 
to be hoped that the war had obliterated the 
great first canse of animosity between the North 
and South. slavery, with all itsattendant causes. 
Bat when I see and hear the new, regenerated 
South speaking through her Representatives the 
old Democratic doctrine of free trade, speak- 
ing calculated, but not intended, to awaken old 
sectionalism, [ fear that as heretofore she is 
to be misrepresented to her ultimate injury. 
if the sentiments I hear uttered from the South 
came from representative men of the ‘lost 
cause” it would not appear eo strange ; but for 
Republicans who contend that the nation, es- 
pecially the Soath, has had a new birth through 
painful vears of travail should yet be trying 
to pat the political gospel of universal an 
equal rights and privileges into the old bottles 
of local prejudices and interests, is quite unex- 
pected to me, and I gay again I do think they 
are going off on tue ‘‘ wrong foot.” 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Chairman, it has 
been repeatedly stated in this discussion—yes: | 
terday by the gentleman from Ilinois [Mr. | 


Locax] and his colleague (Mr. INGERSOLL) and |, 
by many others, and reiterated this morning— | 


that as the duty on pig iron has been reduced 
in committee-to $5 per ton, a reduction of $2 
from the bill as reported and $4 from the law 
as it stands, that other forms of iron more 
advanced should be reduced in like proportion. 
I ventaro to say that this reduction will not 
stand approved by the deliberate judgment of 
the House. The vote was taken on Monday, 


` when some who had left on the adjournment 
‘from Friday till Monday were detained by the 
. floods whieh interr 


ted travel and prevented 
their return. Nor does the vote give any reli- 
able indication of the judgment of the House. 
‘The vote 


Now, sir, 1 cannot believe that this irjustice 


: will be approved, and I venture to predict thet 


Sir, Pennsylvania asks nothing she is 
not willing toconeede. She urges and she sus- 
tains the protective policy, because she believes 
it to be a vital necessity not only to her but to 
all the interests of the country at large. The 
uecessity of protecting iron is conceded, and 


| the only question upon which the committee 


hesitates is what amount of daty upon foreign | 


Were the wages of labor | 


The intrinsic value of a ton of iron, apart 
from labor, whether in pig or bar, or any of its 
ultimate forms of highest value, even to needles, 
watch springs, or watch screws, worth thon- | 


sands of doMars by the pound, is only the valua 
of the unwrought ores in their native bed; and 
every dollar of superadded value is labor. 
Anthracite pig costs at the furnace, on a fair 
general average, about $80 per ton. Of ihis 
there enters into it of— 
Ore, 2} tona; worth in the ground say 40 cents per 
Limestone, it tone: “worth in the ground say 4 
cents per ton 
Coal, 2 tons; worth in the ground say JU cents 


DOP COW c.dsvccecsogovsdesovsestebeserarasoesercsessuessscntvedencs 660) 
Lumber, oil, tallow, waste, fuel, &c.; worthsay, 08 
Potalos eesse PEE A E $l 
Or, to cover all possible items which may be 
reckoned as intrinsic, say $2 per ton. 

Thus, in every ton of iron, at $80 per ton, 
there is not exceeding $2 of orignal value nnd 
$28 of labor, and every additional value which 
it takes to the highest uses of which it is sus- 
ceptible is but adding labor to labor. 

stimating that which enters into the pro- 
duction of pig iron at an average of $2 per 
day, there is $28 of labor or employment. for 
14 men, at $2 per day for every ton produced, 

Tt is too plain for argument that every ron 
of iron imported is therefore an importation 
of labor. Assuming ore lcave abroad to be 
equal to ore leave here, and that a day’s labor 
is equally effective there and here, every ton of 
pig imported is an importation of the labor of 
14 men, and just in the proportion of increased 
value in the higher forms of manufacture does 
the importation of labor increase, 

If this labor were of equal cost we could 
successfully compete with foreign production, 
But happily it is not so; our labor is not too 
dear, but theirs is much too cheap. 

Without detaining the committee with astate- 
ment in detail of the wages in England, Russia, 
Norway, and Sweden, the principal ccuntries 
whose iron competes with ours, it is within 
limits to say that their rate of labor is less than 
half that of ours for similar wages. If, then, 
to further pursue my illustration, and admit- 
ting, for the argument, their rate of wages to 
be half that of ours, a ton of iron costs in the 
United States, for— “oo 


Per ton. 
ORO Foun sass oesseaace dices ssnse saaa TEESE S AES aia $2 00 
Labor of 14 mep, 0f92...... ccc scssces ceccenssersneeseee 28 00 
Bo tall ac ccusetcas ve cantes Tes Ta 30 00 
It would cost in Europe, for— i 
Ores, at tho same rate . $200 : 
Labor of 14 mon, at $1 . 14 00 46% 


Or a difference per ton, art#ing solely from the 


diferenco in the cost of labor, Of........cscessese $14 00 


The foreign produeer thus starts with an 
advantage from low labor alene of $14 per ton. 
The freight, exchange, and. insuragee from 
ports in Europe to: New York vary consider- 
ably at differant timas. but may be taken at a 
fair average of $6 per ton, to which add the 
premium on gold at present rates, 13 percent., 
$2 14, making $8 14, which subtracted from 
the margin of $14, leaves him a net profit of 
35 86 per ton, by whieh amount, except for 


_ duties imposed, heeould underseil the Amer- 
i ican producer, inour own markets, on the first 
the duty on pig iron will be restored to $7 per ` 


cost of American iron at the furnace, and this 
without reckoning anything for the reasonavle 
profits of manufacture. As this. difference 


` arises solely from the difference of wages, itis 


necessary, in order to ascertain the market 
value of American iron, to add the coat of 


_ transportation from the furnace to the market. 


That this statement, which, for the conven- 
ience of illustration, I have stated in round 
numbers, is sufficiently accurate, is shown by 
the last report of the Secretary of the Treas- 


' yry. For the twelve months ending December 


81, 1868, the total importation of pig iron was 


| 241,150,777 pounds, making 107,656 tons. The 


i total vgluation was $1,740,294, or $16 16 per 


ton. For the twelve months ending December 


` 81, 1869, the total importation was 850,541,870 


1 


pounds, making 156,402 tons. The total valu- 
ation was $2,517,160; or $16 90 per ton, giv 


ing an average for thetwo yeara:of. $16 53:per 
a Now, taking the average value of a ton 
of American iron as before stated, namely: ..: 


1ton American pig iron and freights..n.s.--:-1000 
Deduct average cost of foreign iron. as 

reported in gold. e 
Add premium in gold eriin 
Freights, insurance, exchange, &eo 


Amount by whic 
market less 


an the cost of American k | 
iron t 
Add 12 per cent. profit on $30 00.....rcsoressreeerens š 


the foreign can be put ia. > |] 
i 
H 


. Lowestamount of tariff that will protect Ameri- i 
“CON prOÑUCCLS.sesseasseeeeseoerosre aer reeroenunseeasseeererose $8 93 | 


It is thus plain that the American furnaces | 
must go out without protection, or the wages i 
of our men come. down just in proportion as ; 
the duties are reduced. It requires a duty of | 
$5 33 per tonto place our iron on a level with | 
theirs, and at such rate there is not the least : 
margin of profit to our producers. To invite , 
capital there must be more than this, and at | 
$9 duty per ton there would remain a profit | 
of only $3 67 per ton to cover all the invest- 
meut and all the risks of a business uncertain ; 
at the best, and always subject to the uncer: | 
taintles of legislation, and tne sure and formid- 
able assaults of the free-trade league, and much 
too precarious to tempt the capital invested in 
importation from its much more remunerative 
employment. = 0 7 

Mr. INGERSOLL rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- 
ment to the amendment ia exhausted. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I withdraw it. 


Mr. McGREW. I object. 


The question was put on Mr. TILLMAN’S | 


amendment; aid it was diségteed to. _ 


= Mr, INGERSOLL. I move to amend the !! 


amendment by making the dnty $12 per ton.. 
Mr. Chairman, wé have the spectacle pre: 
sented to this committee of twe great interests 
antagonizing each othér, .Qn the one hand : 


ducers of iron; on the other hand, you have | 
89,000,000 interested as consumers of iron. ! 
Again, sir, you have the producers of. iron 
enlisted on the one side in. this contest, and 
those interested in the consiruction of railroads 
on the other. Both interests I admit to be | 
important. Both are entitled to fair consid- | 
eration. But if one is to be utterly neglected 
and ignored at the. expense of the other, I 
desire to protest against that, And I wish ta 
proceed to give my reasons for the amendment 

have offered. tes 

[Here the hammer fell. ] ; : 

The CHAIRMAN. The time allowed: by 
order of the House for debate on this para- | 
graph is exhausted. The question is first ‘on 


the amendmentaf the gentleman from Ilinois, | three hundred ‘and sixty-two to strike out ‘2 


[Mr. Ixcersout,] which the Clerk will again 
report. oe hyd : ; ee 
The Clerk read as follows: : - fy tat 
Strike out the words ‘60 cents por 100:pounds” 
and sail the words’ $12 perton,’’s0 that¢he amend- 
meut will read: : Ar 
On railroad iron made to pattern and fitted td be 
laid down, $12 per ton. ee a 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. TI ask the gentleman from 
Ilinois (Mr. Inc#k86LL) to withdraw his 
amendment and I will renew it. a 
The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House 
all debate on the pending paragraph and 
amendments is terminated.: : © > <> os. 
The question wag pùt on Mr. INGERSOLL’ S 


atnendment to the amendment ; add there were, 
on & divikion—-syes: 37, noes 60; no quoram 
voting, == *% : : n Hones 
The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordeted 
tellers; abd. appointed Mr. INGEgaoLtL and Mr. 
ARMSTRONG. ae : 
The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
reported—ayes thirty-two, noes not counted. 
So the améndment to the amendment was 


not agveed to. : 
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> The question reeurred: ọn Mr. BEFJANIN’ S 
amendment, as follows: = 
: Add to the para: h at the exd of line three 
Pairon aid a the ollowing: : f 

On railroad iron made to pattern and fitted to be 
laid down, 60 cents per 100 pounds. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I move to 
amend the amendinent by striking ont ‘60° 


| and inserting “55.” : 
| The amendment to the amendmetit was dis- | 
| agteed to. i i . 


Mr. COX. I move toamend the amendment 


| by striking out ‘60° and inserting “ 50.” 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I believe that was voted 
on last night. | r 

Mr. COX. Then 1 withdraw it and will 
vote for your amendment. 

The question recurred.on Mr. BENJAMIN'S 
amendment. 


The question was pùt ; and there Were, On a | wires? in the first lina of the paragraph. 


division—ayes 72, noes 64. Ay 
Mr. STILES. I demand tellers. — 
Tellers were dtdered; and Mr. 
and Mr. ScorirLp were appointed. 


reported—ayes 76, noes 69. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


the words '' frogs, frog points of iron.’ This 
proposes an enormous increase on thoge arti- 


cles. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 


| to the gentlémaa that the words “of iron” 


have already been struck out. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Then I move 


! to strike out the words '‘frogs, frog points.” ` 


The question was put; and there were—ayés 
88, noes 50; no quorum voting. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Nr. Brooxs, of 
New York, and M 


ed—ayes forty. noes not counted, | 
So the amandment Was rejected, 


Mr. INGERSOLL. TI movs-to strike outin | 


you have 1,000,000 people interested as pro-, f line three, handred and sixty-one: the words 


“and one baff;” go that. it will read ‘an rail- 
way splice bars, side bars, fish plates,. an 


finger bars, punched or unpunched, 1 cent per |: 
Y ; especially those from the West, who are inter: 


pound.” That will make it $22 40 per ton... , 

The amendment was disagreed to—ayes 
thirty-eight, noes nöt counted. . 
“Mr. BROOKS, of New. York. I‘ move to. 


| strike out ‘43 cents?’ and insert * 1} cents.” 


Mr. ELDRIDGE, I move ‘to strike ‘ont 
‘v14,)? go as to make it 2 cent, `‘ ee 

‘The CHAIRMAN. That motion has already 
been made and lost. 

‘The eega was put on the amendment 
roposed by Mr. Brooks, of New York; and 
t wad dishgreed to—ayes thirty-three, noes not 
counted. 


d 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I now move in line 


cents'’-and insert ‘+14 cents ;’’ so that’ it witl 
rgad, ‘fòn wrought iron railway chairs, frogs, 
frog points; 14 cents per pound.” I believe 


j that is the existing rate. 


The amendments was disagreed to—ayes 81, 
noes 90. . aa emu i 
Mn BROOKS, of New York. One vote 
more and I have dona, -In line three hundred 
and sixty-two I move to strike out ‘' 2 cents 
per pound’’ end insert ‘‘ $40 per ton.”’ 
The question was put, and there were—eyed 
40, noes 72; no quorum voting. gsi 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Brooks, of 
New York; and Mr. Mayvarp were appointed. 
_The committee divided ; and, the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 60, noes 70, 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk read the next paragraph of th 
bill, as follows: ` so i i z 


On all iron wire or wire of. whieh iron shall be s 
gomponent part of chief value, including annealed, 
bright. coppered, galvanized, tinned, or coated with 
zine or any other material, not Iss than No 16, wire 
gauge, 2 cents per pound, and, in addition thereto, 

5 per cent ad valorem, less than No. 16, and not 


i, stand this matter of twisted ties. 
|! the gentleman propose to insert the words ? 


Bensaury | 
li 


t. Mayyarp were appointed, | 
i| . Thecommittee divided ; andthetellergreport- |. 
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in ac 
No. 8, wire gange, 5 cents per pound, and, in addi- 
tion thereto, 15 percent. ad valorem; Provided, That 
ail iron wire covered with silk, cotton, or other tex- 
tile material shall pay 5 cents por pound in addi- 
tion to tho rates of duty imposed on iron wire not so 
eovered. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I am instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move to 
insert in line three hundred and sixty-three 
after the words “iron wire” the words ‘or 


%, 25, wir 


lesa than N: 
goa an A ereto, Ì 


Reance, 4 cepts per poand, and, 


per cent. ad valurem ; less than 


' twisted ties ;’? and I shall follow that up by 


moving to strike out ‘‘ twisted ties’’ in the next 
paragraph, where they are at a higher rate of 
duty, at 6 cents per pound. They ought to be 
in this paragraph. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Letusunder- 
Where does 


Mr. HOLMAN. After the words ‘iron 
Mr. SCHENCK. We had put twisted ties 


in the next paragraph. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Twisted ties 


m : a dvidod. ere || now come in at 85 per cent. advalorem. The 
The committee again divided; and the tallers i! original proposition of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means wasto put them at 5 cents per pound, 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I mova, in | and now they propose to put them at 24 cents 
Mr. j . yin | 


line three hundred and sixty-two, to strike out || srandthat they now come in at 85 per cent. ad 


per pound. I want the committee to under- 
valorem. ‘Twisted ties are what farmers use tor 
hay bands and for banding a great many articles 
of different kinds. Itis an article of far more 
importance to the farming interest of the coun: 
try than it is to the commercial interest. That 
is all I have to say. If gentlemen who rep- 
resent the. farmer ‘choose to vote the duty 
on twisted ties from 85 per cent. ad valorem 
to 24 cents per pound it is their interest, not 
mine. I would add that fences of farms on the 
prairies are also made of these twisted wires. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to add to the words 


' proposed to be inserted the words “ 1Ẹ cents 
: per pound ”’ 
| upon these ttristed ties. 
| hoop iron and cotton ties was before the com- 
; mittee with. a duty of 13 cents per pound I 


as the rate of duty to be imposed 
When the subject of 


insisted that these twisted ties should be placed 


|| upon the same footing. 


. I wish to oall the attentidu of gentlemen, 


ested in the production of hay, to the fadt that 
it is proposed by this patagraph, even as modi- 
fied by the amendment just moved by the chair 
man of the Committee of Waysand Means, [ Mr. 
SaHBNCK,} to impose upon twisted ties used for 
baling hay a daty of one quarter of a cent per 
pound more than is imposed upon the hoops 
iron ties used in baling cotton. in other words, 
a bale of cotton, worth from $100 to $125, is to 
be baled with‘a material subjected to a lower 
rate of duty than the material used for binding 
a bale of hay worth only $3 or $4. And! wil 
call attention to another fact. It appears that 
these twisted ties were placed originally in a 
classification in this bill: which subjected them 
to a duty of 6 cents per pound. . 1 understand 
there are but two eatablishments.in the United 
States that. manufacture this particular form 
of iron. Now, I would like to have the gen- 
uleman from. Massachusetts on the Committee 
of Ways and Means, [Mr. Hoorsr,] or some 
other member:of that committee, explain how. 


| it happened that this bill contained s proposi» 


tion to impose a duty of 5 cents per pound 
upon cheap article of iron wire used in 
baling hay. - TAE 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. The gen- 
tleman says there are but two establishments 
in thé United States that manufacture this 
article... My impression is that there ate fifty 
auch establishments. It is simply iron wire; 
and has always come in before as iron wife. ` 

Mr. HOLMAN. . Why is it classified as 
twisted ties: if it is eimply iron wire, and 
charged with:a duty of 6 cents per pound? 
How did that occur? : | rie 

Mr, HOOPER; of Massachusetts: I think 
it was entirely by accident. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. A singular feature is that, 
as asserted by some of my constituents, there 
are but two establishments in this country that 
manufacture this particular article of iron. 

Mr. HOOPER. of Massachusetts, Itissimply 
a rod of iron long enough to go around a bale 


of hay. 

Nr. HOLMAN, These cheap ties were put 
in a classification which imposed upon them a 
duty of 125 per cent. ad valorem, when they are 
now admitted into the country at a duty of 35 


per cent 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means propose now to put 
the duty upon this article at 2 cents per pound. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think this interest should 
be treated as fairly as the cotton interest is 
treated. The duty on this article should not 
be higher than the duty imposed upon the arti- 
cle used for baling cotton. Both should be put 
upon the same common footing, enormous as is 
the duty of 1} cents per pound upon cotton ties. 

{Here the hammer fell.) 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I rise te 
oppo the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Horman.} In doing so I wish 
tostate that l think be is under an atter mis- 
apprehension in regard to this article. A 
twisted tie ia simply a straight piece of roand 
iron, with oneend bent over and twisted around, 
80 as to form a loop through which to pass the 
other end, and madeof such length as is needed 
for baling bay orother articles. The only man- 
ufacturera of twisted ties are those manufac- 
turers that make iron wire. These twisted 
ties are merely pieces of wire cut into the requi- 
site leagths—simply iron wire. 

Mr. OLMAN, Will the gentleman teli us 
how it happened that these simple twisted ties 
over No. 16 were put under a rate of 5 cents 


per pound? . 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I fancy 
that it was owing, perhaps, to a mistake of the 
clerk in making up the bill. These twisted 
ties were intended to go in with iron wire, but 
accidentally got into other paragraphs. 


I said that it was a mistake. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Yet the gentleman op- 


poden puting them in at a duty of 1} cents a ` 
pound. i 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. Certainly 


I did, because they do not belong with hoops 
at all. - 


Mr. HOLMAN. Dees the gentleman think | 
that these ties used for baling hay should pay ;; 
a duty of 1 cent per poand higher than the ‘: 


used for baling cotton ? 
HOOPER, of Massachusetts. We have 


hi 
"Hr. 


always imposed a higher tariff upon wires, ` 
because they are more expensive articles than ; 


hoops. 


gentleman from Massachusetts { Mr. Hooper] 


a question. He says that this is a very simple - 


matter. It may be so to him; bat I wish to 


ask him whether, in his opinion, it is necessary | 


that there should be a protection of 2} cents 
per pound upon this article? 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. There . 


should be the same protection on this article 
as on iron wire, because it is simply iron wire 
eut into lengths. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I ask the gentleman 
whether this duty is a protection to the laborer 


or to the capitalist ; whether he is proposing to ‘| 


proteet the manufacturer or those who labor 
for him? 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I pro- | 


pos to protect the manufacturer and the 
borer employed in making iron wires. These 
articles are simply iron wire, and should bear 
the same daty as iron wire. 

Mr. LOGAN. 1 would like to make a single 
remark to the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Hooper.) I do not know how this arti- 
cle got into a different classification from that 
in which it ought to have been put. 


The . 
moment my attention was called to the matter | 


r. ELDRIDGE. I would like to ack the | 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. And I 

do not know either, 
Mr. LOGAN. I remember very well that I 
‘| called the attention of the gentleman from 
‘| Massachusetts to the fact yesterday. At first 
he did not understand that the daty as reported 
amounted to 135 per cent. ad valorem. Finally 
I showed him a printed circular in which the 


calculation had been made. and he admitted | 

the fact that 5 cents a pound amounts to 135 : 

er cent, ad valorem, and this open nothing 
i 


ut hoop iron twisted for the baling of hay. 
The committee now propose to make the duty 
2} cents per pound, which will amount to 684 


per cent. ad valorem, a higher duty than is 
imposed on any other article of corresponding ' 


description. What I have stated is the fact, 
and the committee did not know it until yes- 
terday, when [ called their attention to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Houman] to the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. ScHENcK.] 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a question of 
order. I submit that the proposition of the 
gentleman from Indiana is not in such a form 
as to be properly entertained as an amendment 
to the amendment. ‘The first question is 
whether twisted ties shall be put in. 

The CHAIRMAN, And if they be pnt in 
the gentleman from Indiana proposes to tix the 
duty upon them. 

Mr. SCHENCK. That will properly come 
afterward. It is not germane at present. 

Mr. HOLMAN. All that is necessary is a 
transposition of words, which I propose to 
accomplish by a further motion. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the | 


amendment is in order. 


On agreeing to the amendment there were— ` 


ng. ` 
Howie and 


ayes 51, noes 58; no quorum voti 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. 
Mr. Cessna were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 72, noes 72. - 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair votes in the 
negative, and the amendment to the amend- 
' ment is rejected. 


of Mr. ScHENcK, it was agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move furthertoamend by 
inserting after the word ‘‘ value,” in line three 
` hundred and sixty-four, the words ‘‘ whether 
i rolled or drawn.’’ I will state the object of 
:, this amendment. There has been introduced 
a new method of making wire by rolling it in 
: machinery instead of drawing it; and there has 
‘been a discussion in the custom-house as to 
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ment, to strike out in line three hundred and 
sixty-six the words. ‘‘and one half.’ The 
effect of this will be to make the duty 2 cents, 
, instead of 23. 


to not less than No. 16 wire gauge. I wish 


‘| of Ways and Means when wire begins and when 
:, it ends; that is, whether rolled bar iron or 


i round or square iron of this diameter would : 


i be wire? i 
Mr. SCHENCK. I believe I am now able 
|| to inform my colleagae—— 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I very much like to hear 
i the gentleman from Towa [Mr. ALLISON} and 
i! the gentleman from Ohio, { Mr. Scnenck, } but 
| Tam unable to hear them if they address each 

other and not the Chair. 

| Mr. SCHENCK. Thegentleman from Iowa 
| asked me a question, and I was about to an- 
| swer when the irrepressible gentleman from 
| Wisconsin intervened. 

|. Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman from 
li Wiseonsin is never irtepregsjble. What I 


The question recurring on the amendment ' 


Mr. ALLISON. I see that the bill refers | 


to know from the chairman of the Committee | 


wished was that the gentleman from Ohio 
should be impressive, 80 we should be able 
to hear him. 

Mr. SCHENCK. That will very much de. 
pend upon the hardness or the thickness or the 
softness of the subject upon which we undertake 
to makean impression. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
Iam able to give the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. ALLisox ] the information which he seeks, 
Wire, 1 tind, was divided originally into twenty. 
two gauges. No. 1 is 40% partofaninch. It 
runs up to No. 22, which 18 $8 part of an 
inch. Sincethen coarser wire has been added, 
and they have marked with a cipher before No. ` 
1 that which is next larger than No. 1, which 
is $y of an inch, and so on, until the coarsest 
wire 1s 745% of an inch. This embraces what 
is known in the trade as wire. 

Mr. ALLISON. If I understand the chair- 
man the definition of wire gauge fixes what is 
wire as distinguished from rods. If that be 
true, rolled iron of that diameter may be con- 
sidered ns wire. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It is not wire above a 
certain gauge. It is well known in the trade, 
and well known to the custom- houses. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I should like 
to ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means a question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman's time 
has expired. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted, 

Mr. MAYHAM. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment. In line three hun- 
dred and sixty-seven I move to strike out “2” 
and insert “1.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not 
germane to the pending amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio. For the purpose 
of saying what I desire, I will move a pro 
forma amendment. In the old law [ observe 
: we provide for flat iron, round iron, and square 
‘iron. They are distinctly and specifically de- 
scribed. Round iron of a certain diameter 
bears one rate of duty, while round iron of 
another diameter bears another rate of duty. 
{ do not see in this bill any distinct provision 
. for round or square iron. When you come to 
! epeak ofiron wire [understand my colleague to 
say, and I think he is correct, that iron wireis a 
technical term applying only to certain numbers 
of wire gauge, and the thickest and largest 
number of iron known to wire gauge is less 
than half of an inch in diameter, so that round 
. iron above 45, of an inch is not wire. I ask 
! my colleague whether in this bill there is any 
' provision for round iron above ‘hf ef an inch, 
i| and whether there is any provision for square 
| 


iron? 

Mr. SCHENCK. There is a number of 
classes of iron not in this bill; but which are 
provided for in the law as it is now. There is 
as much difference between rods and wire as 
there is between macaroni and vermicelli. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to propose an amend- 
ment which I think will remove the difficulty. 

The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment 
is in order. ; 

Mr.. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimous 
consent, withdrew hisamendment tothe amend- 
'| ment. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 


` Mr. SCHENCK. In. line three hundred 


I rise to oppose 


i! wire gauge, 84 cents per pound, and in. addi- 
| tion thereto 15 per cent. ad valorem.” 
i| The amendment was agreed to. 


ii 

| Mr. SCHENCK. I move in line three hun- 
| dred and seventy-one to strike out ‘‘6’’ and 
l. insert ‘4; go it will read, “less than No. 5 
. wire gauge, 4 cents per pound, and in addition 
' thereto 15 per cent. ad valorem:”' 

| Mr. CLEVELAND. I move iy line three 


id 


1870. 


hundred and sixty-four after the word ‘‘drawn”’ 
to insert the following: 


Provided, That rolled iron shall not be classified 
sswire when over one quarter of an inch in diameter. 


That would dispose of the difficulty raised by || 


the gentleman as to the difference between wire 
and iron rods. There isa difference—a differ- 
ence in cost and a difference in the process of 
manufacture. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the gentle- 
man will allow me to interrapt him, I will 
remark that I think he will find there is no 
difference. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Tam entirely familiar 
with the principle on which the wire gauge is 
rated, and I propose this amendment in good 
faith. There are common uses to which rolled 
iron over the size specified in my amendment 
is pat for which wire is not necessary. It is 
the cheaper article, and 1 claim that rolled iron 
over aquarter of aninch in diameter shall come 
in as iron rods and not as wire. i 

Mr. ALLISON. Under the present law 
round iron less than three quarters of an inch 
indiameteris rated at 1} cents per pound. Now, 
by the gentleman’s amendreent, if itis under 
one quarter of an inch it will be treated as 
wire, and as such will be rated at 2 cents, one 
half cent more than the present law. That is 
the objection I haveto the gentleman’s amend- 
ment. The chairman has stated that rolled 
iron is not classed as wire. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. But in this bill the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
has classed wire up to one half inch in diam- 
eter, whether rolled or drawn ; fj; of an inch 
amounts nearly to half an ineb. 

Mr. ALLISON. I wish to make an inquiry, 
and request the attention of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. Round 
iron now, less than three fourths of an inch in 
diameter, under the existing law which in this 
respect is not changed by this bill, pays 14 
cents per pound. This includes all round iron 
under three fourths of an inch in diameter, 
whether it be one eighth of an inch, or what- 
ever it may be. Now, we are providing that 
iron wire, rolled or drawn, shall pay so mach; 
an amount higher than that rate. 

Mr CLEVELAND. Before the gentleman 
proceeds further, I would like him to explain 
what he means by ‘‘wire.”’ - 

Mr. ALLISON. That is precisely what I 
wish some gentleman to inform me. I desire 
to know what is the distinction between rolled 
iron and wire. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. As the matter stands 
in the bill, it is a muddle for which I am not 
inclined to vote. If the paragraph 
its present shape, the two articles will come in 
conflict. 
custom-house who will be able to interpret this 
part of the bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am not a manufacturer 
of this article, and I have to depend upon the 
information brought to the Committee of Ways 
and Means with regard to it. According to 
that information it appears that they are mak- 
ing wire, and quite fine wire, by rolling instead 
of by drawing. 

nt CLEVELAND. Even piano wire is so 
made. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Yes; and it is none the 
less wire and none the more wire, that instead 

of the old process of drawing entirely—that is, 
cutting wire into lengths from ingots and pro- 
ducing it to the required fineness—they now 
make it by rolling. But whether it be wire, 
or whether it shall be called rod, depends upon 
its diameter; and there are known methods in 
the trade of determining when it ceases to be 
wire and begins to be rod, or when the rod is 
fine enough to be called wire. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Yes; and there is 
plenty of iron rolled down to a point finer than 
the highest point of the wire gauge, which is 
485, of an inch, nearly half an inch. 


roa SCHENCK. Precisely; and then it is 


asses in’ 


You will not find an examiner in the’ 


. Mr. CLEVELAND. By your classification 
rolled iron nearly half an inch ia diameter is 
classified as wire. . 5; 

Mr. SCHENCK. If those who make rods 
do not understand their own tables, or have 
made their tables inaccurately, that is no fault 
of mine. I was not engaged in establishing 
their rules as to the difference between rods 


and wire. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending 
amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from New Jersey if he will allow to be reported 


i for information the amendment I have drawn? 


The CHAIRMAN. It is not within the 
provinee of the gentleman from New Jersey to 
prevent it. 

Mr. HOAR. Then I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment, which I send to the 
desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Begin line three hundred and sixty-three with the 
following words, ‘On all iron not more than one 
fourth of an inch diameter or square, and,” so that 
the paragraph will read: 

On all iron not more than one fourth of an inch 
diameter or square, and on all iron wire or wire 
ofewhich iron shall be a component part of chief 
value, &c. š 

Mr. HOAR: The point which the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. CLEVELAND] makes is 
undoubtedly correct, and that is that the ques- 
tion whether an article is wire or rod does not 
depend upon its size, but upon whether it is 
drawn or rolled. A piece of iron rolled round 
is a rod, and apiece of iron drawn cold through 
a plate, round, is wire. That is the distinction. 
Now, the committee by their amendment have 
introduced the term ‘rolled wire,” and there 
is no such thing as rolled wire. It leaves it, 
therefore, to be a matter of custom-house 
construction. The amendment of the gentle- 
man from New Jersey, if I understand it, does 
not obviate the difficulty which he points ont 
in the amendment of the committee, because 
it provides that nothing shall be construed to 
be wire that is above a certain size. He does 
not say whether or not it shall be construed to 
be wire if it is rod below that size, and it still 
leaves a question of custom-house construction 
and not of legislative enactment. Now, the 


proposition which I ask him to substitute for 
his is simply that iron not more than a quarter 
of an inch in diameter or square shall be 
classified as wire, whether it be rolled or drawn. 
As I understand it, by a recent process invented 
in England, and now in the course of intro- 
duction into this country, iron rods are rolled 
to the size which I hold in my hand. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. And smaller. 

Mr. HOAR. And still smaller. This arti- 
cle comes into competition with all that class 
of wire where smoothness and perfect round- 
ness are not essential, and it is very important, 
therefore, that whatever protection you propose 
to give to that wire shall be so given as to afford 
it against the competing article, whatever the 
process by which it is made. That is the point. 
Allow me to add one word if my time has not 
expired. This is a matter which is interesting 
to a large portion of the country. They man- 
ufacture this wire not only in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut; there is a very large manu- 
factory established in Cincinnati, turning out 
five or six tons a day of this precise kind ; there 
is also a new establishment at St. Louis, and 
one at Cleveland. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts. . 

Mr. ALLISON. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a question? 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I would like toexplain 
this point first. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts proposes that alliron, whether square 
or round, above a quarter of an inch shall be 
classified not as wire. Now, there are sizes 
of wire above that size properly classified as 
wire, and which should come in 88 wire. I 
claim, therefore, that his amendment is not a | 
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proper amendment, and that mine isa proper 
amendment. It would allow all wire which is 
properly wire to come in classified as wire, 
which is right. But rolled iron, which would 
come in under the amendment of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means as wire, is not wire, 
but rolled iron. 

Mr. HOAR. Allowmeoneword. Itseems 
to me that this is a mere question of phrase- 
ology. We areall agreed as to the result to be 
accomplished. I think both amendments had 
better be withdrawn, and one can be drawn 
up to which we can both agree. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. While I am upon the 
floor I will explain this matter alittle further. 
These iron rods are used for manufacturing 
purposes, by stove makers to put together their 
stoves. There ia a great difference between 
wire and iron rods. But by the amendment 
introduced here by the Committee of Ways 
and Means they are mixed together, 80 mixed 
that an examiner in the custom-house, who 
will be the party making the decision, will not 
be able to separate them. By the present 
habit of manufacturers they might be able to 
distinguish them by the manner in which they 
are putup in coils and by the length of the 
rods. But rolled iron nearly half an inch in 
diameter under the arrangement of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would come in as 
wire when it ought to come in as rolled iron 
ata less duty. It is of leas value, and is used 
for different purposes. It is softer, unless it is 
annealed. It is an entirely different manufac- 
ture, and should come in at a different duty as 
it always has done. . 

[Here the hammer fell.] . , 

Mr. LOGAN. I move to strike out the 
entire paragraph. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to one very strange 
feature in this proposition. 

Mr. HOAR. Irise to a point of order. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 

Mr. HOAR. [Isit in order to move to strike 
out a paragraph to which amendments are 
pending? 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion to strike 
out is in order; but the question upon striking 
out will not be taken until all the amendments 
are disposed of. : 

Mr. LOGAN. Under the law as it now 
stands there is a duty imposed on wire of 14 
cents per pound. In the pending paragraph, 
which I have moved to strike out, no rate of 
duty on wire is mentioned less than 2 cents 
per pound. Another thing: these twisted ties 
which have been mentioned are rated in this 
bill, in another paragraph, at a duty of 5 cents 
per pound, or 125 per cent. ad valorem. The 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
{Mr. Scuencx] has moved to insert twisted 
ties in this paragraph at a duty of 24 cents per 

ound, which is over 60 per cent. ad valorem. 
Even according to this proposition of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means the duty of the 
present law is nearly doubled. 

Now, I wish to call the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. ScHENCK] to one fact. 
I do not know whether his constituents are 
interested in iron wire or not. But I do know 
that the prairie country is interested in it. The 
great portion of the fencing of our prairie 
country is made of iron wire. Our people, 
therefore, are deeply interested in this matter. 
Now, I ask where is the necessity for this 
increase of daty? The duty imposed by the 
present law was considered by our people to 
be high, and is still so considered: by them. 
And instead of leaving the duty on this article 
where it now is the Committee of Ways and 
Means proposed, first, to increase it from 85 
per cent. ad valorem to 125 per cent., and now 
they propose to- make it over 60 per cent. 
Where is the necessity for that increase, or for 
any increase? I have, therefore, move to 
strike out this entire paragraph, so as to let 
the duty on iron wire stand as it has exiated 
for some years past. We consider that that 
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law has borne very heavily upoa us; but [am 
willing to take it ia preference to what is pro- 
posed here, 

This whole thing is in sach a muddle that 
the gentlemen of the Committee of Ways and 


Means themselves do not understand it and | 
The House does not | 
One half the men here do not ` 
know anything about it; itia a bard matter to | 
I know I did not understand it. | 


cannot understand it. 
understand it. 


understand, 
I know some of the members of the Committee 
of Ways and Means did not understand it, be- 
cause the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Hoorsn] and I talked abaut the matter yester- 
day, and he certainly did not understand it, nor 
does he understand it much better to-day. 

(Here the hammer fell.) ; . 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I did 
understand it perfectly, but the gentleman did 
not understand it until I explained it to him. 
(Laughter. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. I explained it to you, and 
you went inte your committee and got this 
change made atter I had explained it to you. 
That is the tact about iù 

Mr. SCHENCK, If one who does not un- 
derstand anything about this matser at all 
may be permitted te reply to one who knows 
all about everything on the face of the earth, 
[iaughter]—— i 

Mr. LOGAN. If Idid I would learn you 
something, certain; for i am sure you do not 
know anything now. : 

Mr. SCHENCK. That may be true; but 
the differenee between the gentleman and mé 
is that I have never pretended to know a great 
deal. The gentleman is mistaken, or Í am, in 
regard to this article of twisted ties. They are 
not mentioned ‘as such in the present tariff 
law. In some cases they have been held to 
be iron wire, according to their sizes, in other 
cases as malleable iron, atid in other tases as 
non- enumerated articles; and the daty on them 
has been charged at different rates. 
have been held usually to rank as wire. -Now, 
what is the daty upon wire under the. pfesént 
tariff? 
existing law: : 

“ Tron trite, bright, éoppered,or tianed, dtawh sitä 
finished, pot more than one fourth iach in di 
nor less then No. 16 wire gauge, 2 cents per pound 
and 15 per cent. ad valorem. - ` 


*fron wire as above. over 16 and hot over % wire 
gange, 3} cenis per pound and 15 percent: ed salorem. 


“Tron wire over 25 wire gauge 4 cents per pound | K : 
| amendment I propose is to put rounds and | 


and 15 per cent. ad salorem,”” - 


Now we have struck out the ad valorem part 
of the daty and retained the specific. Instead 
of being an increase upon iron wire, this is a 
reduction. Then the question arises, what shall 
be done with. twisted ties? If they were to 
come in as iron wire, they would under the 
present law pay a duty, according to size, from 
2 cents per pound gad 
to 4 cents pet pound and 15 per cent. ad va- 
lorem. We do not think this a proper rate of 
duty; hence we have defined heen by name 
and have put them with the cheapest class of 
iron wire. They are classified in this bill with 


iron wire paying the lowest rate of duty, that |: 


duty being regulated by the size; but as they 
are made of a larger wire they would fall within 
the first class, and, under the billas amended, 
would pay a duty of 2 cents per pound. If 
they came in as wire the lowest rate at which 
they could be imported would be 2 cents 
per pound and 15 per cent. ad valorem, and 
the highest rate 4 cents per pound and 15 per 
cent. ad. valorem. I 
difficulty at the.custom-house, and they have 
been admitted.at different rates, because they 


were not specifically mentioned in the existing | 


tarif. In Si to thegentleman from lilinois, 


[Mr. Logan, ] all J desire to be understood ga | 
claiming is that when we are trying as best | 


we Can to inform ourselves,.aud then, so far 
as possible, to inform the House in regard to 
these matters, it is not pleasagt, whether we 
are right or wrong, to be continually taunted 
with the statement that the gentleman knows 


But they | 


I will read the classification of the ` 


5 percent. ad valorem, | 


mit there has. been |, 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I said I hoped | 
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all about everything, and that we do not Rnow 
anything and cannot answer questions whea 
we are asked. ; 7 
| Mr. LOGAN. I think it fair to myself to 
: say that I have never insinuated that I knew 
everything, or thatthe gentleman did not know 
anything. The gentleman takes occasion all 


occasionally offered amendments to the bill. 
I said in reference to this particular paragraph 
that as it stood yesterday the Committee of 
Ways and Means did not understand the effect 
of it, and I say so again, because they have told 
me so themselves. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I did not tell the gentle- 
man so 

Mr. LOGAN. The gentleman from Massa- 


chusetts [Mr. Hoover] andthe gentleman trom - 


Iowa [ Mr. ALLISON] did. 

Mr. HOAR. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I also withdraw my 
amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to amend 
by inserting at the begitining of the paragraph 
the following :. 

On round iron not less than three quarters of an 
inoh nor more than two inches in diameter, and*on 
squares not less than three fourths of an inch nor 


more than two inches square, $20 per ton; on round 
iron less than three quarters of ah inch or more 


than two inches in diameter, and squares less than | 


three quarters of an inch or more than two inches 
| square, $22 40 per ton; and, &c. 


i T have no doubt the chairman of the Com- 


' mittee of Ways and Means will admit that it | 
' was in consequence of an oversight that this | 
If: 
gentlemen of the committee will turn back to | 


was not inserted in fn former paragraph. 


pages 14 and 15, they will see that there. are 


_ two elasses of bar iron, on one of which the ; 
: Committee of Ways and Means reported a | 


: duty of 1 cent a pound, and on the other 1} 
‘cents. The Committee of the Whoie have 
| reduced ono to $20 per ton and the other to 
` $22 40 per ton. 
! in each there are three specifications: first, 
flat iron; second, round iron; third square 
‘irons Ia the bill before us, only one of these 
i classes is reported, namely, the flat. 


' two. classes reported here, they leave rounds 
| -and squares where they are ia the law and put 
and nearly one fourth on. the other. The 
squares into the same classification with flats, 
‘and put them at the same rate, so that they 
; will be in a parallel situation, as they are in 
i the law now. If we do not make this amend- 


|! leave round and square iron where they are. 


i I take it no one will think it proper te take 

one desctiption of this iroa and reduce the 
: duty without at the same time reducing the 
! duty onthe others. I do not know, but I hope 
i this was an oversight on the part of the com- 
; mittee, and I trust there will be no objection 
: to the amendment. 


i the duty on flats. é wishes to reduce the 
| 


| he claims that it ig an oversight he ig mis- 


it was, an oversight. 


© ification and to the present rate of duty, 
| I desire is this. matter shall be brought dis- 
| tinctly before the Committee of the Whole, so 


|! they may know what is proposed. The Com- i 


the time to “pitch into’’ me, because I have ` 


The existing law embraces 
these same two ¢lassifications of bar iron, but | 


mtor || Therefore; having put down the duty en the 


| down Hats one fourth of a cant on one class | 


ment wa will reduce the duty on flat iton and ; 


Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman has his : 
i own reason for moving this amendment which | 
! he has given at the close of his remarks. The | 
: Committee of the Whole having differed from ` 
: the Committee of Ways and Means, reduced , 


i duty on round and square iron to make it cor» į 
: respond. That is all proper enough, but when ; 


Mr. SCHENCK. Ido not. see any reason | 
for his hoping it was an oversight. We do not ; 
find any reason for changing the duty on round ; 
and square iron, but leave them in the law as | 
i they are. We leave them to their proper lass, 
Al 
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Taittee of Ways and Means think there is no 
reason for interfering with the present clasg- 
ification and arrangement of round and sqaure 
iron. The Committee of the Whole havin 
dealt with. flat iron by reduction beyond the 
‘rate we proposed and with tho classilication 
© presented by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, then there may be some reason for the 
gentleman’s proposition. 

In accordance with my promise, as it is now 
five o’clock, I move the committee rise, 

_ The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having takenthe chair, Mr. Wureter 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, according to the order 
of the House. had had under consideration the 
state of the Union generally, and particularly 
the bill (IH. R. No. 1068) to amend existing 
laws relating to the duty on imports, and for 
other purposes, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was 
. granted to Mr. Docxery for two weeks from 
and after to-morrow, and to Mr. Hatanr for 
to-morrow. 
RAILROAD IN ARKANSAS. 


Mr. ROOTS. I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker’s table a bill trom the 
Senate which was unanimously passed by the 
i proper committee of the Senate, was cousid- 
‘tered, and after discussion was unanimously 
|, passed by the Senate, has been considered by 
the Committeeon Public Lands, and after due 
and full consideration, eight of the nine mem» 
, bers of the committee being present, it has 
been wnanimously agreed to by the committee, 
who all urge its passage as an act of justice, 
It is simply a resolution explaining or extend» 
ing for a very short period the time limitations 
of a usual land grant to aid.in the construction 
of a railroad iu Arkansas. The entire dele 
gation from the State ask this; and although 
its legal force will be just as binding a week or 
a month henge, yet it ia very desirable that it 
be done this day. 

Objections were made... >. 

And then, on motion. of Mr, COX, (at five 
o'clock and ten winutes ps m.,) the Houso 
adjourned. ae - 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under therule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees; f a 
| By Mr. AMBLER: A memorial from the 
|| First National Bank of Mount Pleasant, Ohio, 
i| protesting against the provisions of the eigbth 
® section of the funding bill as it passed the Sen- 
|| ate, as likely, if it becomes s law, to compel a 
| large number of the national bunks to close, 
| and thus destroy the efficiency of the national 
| banking. system, to the injury of the business 
interests of the country. 
|  ByMr. CULLOM: A petition of citizens of 
| McLean county, Illinois, asking Congress to 
: repeal the national banking law and provide 
| that greenbacks shall take the place of the 
national bani currency. | 
By Mr. LOGAN: A petition of members of 
the Grand Army of the Republic for cannon fo 
© a soldiers’ monument in Delaware. ae 
By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of Mrs. 
Nancy Moore, widow of W. H. Moore, sergeant 
in Wayne’s army. 
By Mr. PORTER: The petition of Benson 
M. Wright, of Caroline county, Virginia, for 
, the removal of his disabilities under the four- 
teenth article of the constitutional amend- 


ment. ano : . ; : 
By Mr. STRICKLAND: Ths memorial of 
Hon. J. K. Lockwood, of Alpena, Michigan, 
and 190 others, opposing any,repeal of the 
duties on lumber. dee A 
| By Mr. SWANN: The memoria of William 
C Wilkins and Herman W. Grace, partners in 
the firm of W. Wilkins & Co., in the eity of 


-acted upon it. 
action of the committee, not that Jam less am- 


_of a concurrent resolution. 


1870. 


Baltimore, praying for an iacreake of tencents 
per pound of the ‘duty on French prepared 
bristles and bristles of similar kind in assorted 
sizes ready for ua i 
IN SENATE. 
Frpay, April 29, 1870. 

Prayer by Rev. J. G. BUTLER, Chaplain of 
the House of Representatives. ey 

The Journal of yesterday was read : nnd 
approved. 

PORTRAIT OF MAJOR GENHRAL THOMAS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sub- | 


mits a concurrent ‘resolution from the House 
of Representatives. This is a concurrent res- 
olution emanating from the joint Committee 
on the Library, reported to the House.and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence: It will be read. 

The Secretary read the concurrent resolu- 
tion, as follows: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Ben- | 


ate concurring therein,) That the joint Committee 


on the Library be authorized and directed to pro- 


cure a portrait of the late Major General George H. 
Thomas, to bo placed in a conspicuous position in 
the Capitol, as a memorial of his grêat services to his 


country and his distinguished worth as a soldier and 
citizen; and that the cost of such portrait, not ex- 
ceeding $2,000, be paidin equal roportions out of 
the contingent funds of the two Houses of Congress. 


Mr. SUMNER. Has that resolution been 
reported ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was reported 
from the joint Committee on the Library to 
the House of Representatives, concurred in 
by that body, and sent to this body for concur- 


rence. 
Mr. SUMNER. Should it not go to our 
committee now? Is it not in order to move 
its reference? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in order to 
move to refer or to concur. 
Mr. SUMNER. I think 
the committee. 
Mr. HOWE. 
sending the resolution back to the committee. 
The joint Committee on the Library has once 
I must say I rather regret. the 


ibhad better go to 


bitious of doing honor to the memory of Gen- 
eral Thomas than any other man, for among 
the public men who have been btdoght into 
notice during the late war I do not know of a 
singie one for whom I have a higher regard 
than for General Thomas. But it occurred to 
me that we were hardly in a situation.to com- 
mence now the purchase of these portraits. 1 
hardly know where we can take care of them. 
But it was the opinion of the committee that 
this purchase should be made. They have 
reported the resolution. The report was made 
to the other House, to be sure, but of course 
if the resolution were to be sent back to them 
they would make the same report here, and 80 
J think the Seuator from Massachusetts had 
better not press that motion. E 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts insist on his motion ? 


Mr. SUMNER. No, I will not, if the chair- i 


man of the committee is against it. - 

Mr. ANTHONY. Is not this a ¢oncarrent 
resoldtion ? i 

The VICE PRESIDENT, Itis. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Must not-the foim of it 
be changed, as it appropriates money ? 

‘Lue. ICE PRESIDENT. lt appropriates 


“money out of the contingent fund, of both 


Houses, acd therefore comes within the rule 
The money is to 
be paid out of the contingent fund of each 
House, The question is on the motion of the 


Senator from Massachusetts to refer the reso- | 


lation to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 withdraw that motion. I 
will not press it against the wishes of the chair- 
man of the committee. l 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not think this resolution 
ou to be passed. 


r. POMEROY. I think it had better be 


Ido not see any advantage in| 


I There was no commander in the late Army | 


‘services to the country. 


Thomas, furnish the slightest occasion to create 


eral were still alive and could speak to us he 


placed onthe Calendar, where itean be teathed 
in its order. z ES giens 

Mr. DAVIS. I believe I have the floor. 
whom I appreciated higher than thelate General | 
Thomas. It was my fortune to know him be- 
fore the war. I think he was-one of: the first 
military men, one of the most spotless patriots, 
and one of the noblest heroes that came: up 
during the whole conflicte But I object to this 
resolution because of the precedent. It will be 
introducing a line of precedents that will have 
noend. I think it ought not to pass, because 
it will give rise to the introduction in the course 
of time of hundreds of other applications ofthe 
same kind. With’ the purest reverence and 
respect for the virtues, for the noble military 
capacity and qualities, and forthe preémineut 
services of General George H. Thomas, 1 de- 
sire that this resolution. shall not pass;. and 
know if he were here himself he would coxcur 
in this sentiment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By.the twenty- 
sixth rule resolutions which grant money out 
of the contingent fund must be treated in the 
same manner with bills, This concurrent reso: 
lution will therefore be regarded as having 
been read the first and second time, and it is 
now before the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 2 

Mr. SHERMAN, Ihope it will be referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. HOWE. 1 suppose the Senator from 
Ohio did not understand what I said. Í stated 
that the committee had alréady acted upon it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then let it lie.on the 
table for the present. N 

Mr. HOWARD. I move that it lie on the 


table. | : 4s Me i 

“Mr. WARNER. I hope the Senator will ||: 
. Ithink every time a | 

‘aan like General Thomas dies we can afford ; 


withdraw that motion. 


to buy a portrait of him. 


the present as [ wish to say a word. There 


Mr. HOWARD. I withdraw my motion for i 


is no officer of the Army to whose memory I | 


would render this honor any svoner than to 
General Thomas. His military career was most | 
brilliant and of inestimable value to the coun- | 
try. and he is deserving of all the hgnor the | 
United States can confer upon him.. “The peo: 
ple of the United States will, not be slaty to 
render honor to so great a man, , They will not 
be slow to recognize his great and important 
o picture of him that 
Congress can, purchase and pay for will çon- 
tribute to the perpetuation of hig, great fame. 
Thomas wilt be known: in. his, achievements 
and recorded upon the page of history—the 
most important page the world-has ever seen. 
But while L say this in behalf of Thomas, I 
cannot forget, nor will other Senators forget, 
that there are other distinguished generals in 
the land who ‘have tendered important and 
inestimable service to the great cause which 
we have recently avhieved; and I would not 
by singling out one, by singling out even 


rivalries and envies between the gréeat-men to 


whom the country owes. so much; and I tod- | 


cur entirely with the Senator from Kentucky 
in his opinion that if that distinguished ged- | 


would be the firat to remonstrate against the 
step which is now proposed. T hopé the res- 
olution will be laid on the table. 
- Mr, MORRILL, of Maine. Evidently- this 
resolution is to challenge some dissent. I 
concur in the suggestion of the Séenatot from | 
Ohio that it had better go tò the Committes on 
the Library. I make that motion. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senstér 
from Maine moves that the fedolution be re- 
ferred to the joint Committed: on the Library. 
Mr. HOWARD. . Very well. `- i 


COURTS IN WISCONSIN. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL’ GLOBE: 


of Hugi Aikins. 
C: Thompson, and ee ener 
‘The motion was agreed to: © 00o | gounty, Georgia; of W. Loflin, 

sec che Raines ! Georgia, aud of C. F. Belt, Burkecounty, Geo 
| gia, praying the removal of their political dis- 
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Senata. she Amendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the bill (S. No. 684) to ehange 
the time for holding the circuit’ atid district 
courts of. the United States for the district of 
Wisconsin.: - “at ad 

The amendment was tead. 

Mr, HOWE, I do not gee the chairman of 
the Committee on the Judiciary in his seat, 
and I hope titat matter will lie on the table for 
the present. oa 
. The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill and 
amendment willdie on the table for the present. 


VENTILATION OF TIN HALLS. 


The joint resolution (H. R. No. 271) making 
‘an appropriation for the parpose of making 
experiments in the ventilation of the Halls of 
the Capitol, was read twice by its title. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think we had better 

pass that now, The chairman of the select 
Committee on Ventilation is not in his seat, 
but 1 ask that the resolution be acted upon. 
- The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint reso- 
Intion emanated from the joint seleet Commit- 
tee on: Ventilation. . It was reported to the 
House of Representatives by that committee 
and was passed by tliat body and sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. 

Mr; ANTHONY. I hope we shall concur. 
Mn SHERMAN, It appropriates money, 
and I think it ought to go to the Committee on 
Appropriations. Wa 

Me. ANTHONY. 1t is money for experi- 
-ments in ventilating the Capitol, to carry oat 
tha orders of the two Houses in appointing the 
select Committee on Ventilation. ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. It ought to be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I have no objection. 
The joint resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 


. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 


` The bili (H: R. No. 1328) to, establish the 
department of, justice was read twice by its 


title. sen fine aie ae 
Mr. PATTERSON,.. That bill originated 


| with the joint select Committee on Reirench- 


ment, and was long and thoroughly considered 
by that committee in the vary forta in which 


: jt. gomes from the Hause of . Representatives. 


‘Liheretore move theat it be put upon: the Cal- 


endar. 20. 2: : x ee : s 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill will be 

placed apon the Calendar as favorably reported 

by the joint Committee on Retrench ment, if 

there be no objection. The Chair beara no 

objection, and. it isso ordered. ` i i 
Ci PÉTIRIONS AND MEMORTALS. 


© Mr. SHERMAN presented resolutions af 
the Legislature ‘of hid, requesting the Sen- 
ators and Representatives in Congress from 
that State to use their influence to secure the 
immediate intervention of this Government iù 
behalf of American citizens now confined in 
‘British dungeons; which wére referred to the 
‘Committee on Foreign Relations, aud ordered 
to bé printed. |. 

He also presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Ohio, requesting the aid of Congress 


relative to the center water-line of the Chesa- 


peake. and Ohio canal; which were referred to 


the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. ` 


— Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Allen 
‘Wood aad others, praying the enactment of a 
law to.abolish the manufacture and sale of all 


„spirituous dnd malt liquora and stomach bit- 


terg, except for medicinal and mechanical par- 


‘poses; which was referred to the Committee 
‘on the Diatrict of Columbia. - 


Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petitions 
Minyard M. Sanders, Gieero 
Jackson 
‘Troup county, 
Geor- 


abilities; which were reéferréd to the seieet 
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Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. ABBOTT presented the petition of | 
Robert M. Douglas, of Washington, District 
of Columbia, in behalf of William Scott, of 
Rockingham county, North Carolina, praying 
the removal of his political disabilities; which 
was referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of D. 
J. Parks, of Lauderdale county, Alabama, 
praying the removal of his political disabil- 
ities; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabil- 
ities. 

Mr. FLANAGAN presented the petition of 
B. H. Apperson, of Red River county, Texas, 
praying the removal of his political disabil 
ities; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabil- 
ities. 

Mr. POOL presented the petitions of Joseph 
B. Todd, Watauga county, North Carolina; 
of Phineas Horton, Wilkes county, North Car 
olina; of R. W. Logan, Rutherford county, 
North Carolina; of Samuel Forkner, Surry 
county, North Carolina; of John A. Young, 
Charlotte, North Carolina; of E. H.Straughan, 
Chatham county, North Carolina; and of W. 
H. Thomas, Waynesville, North Carolina, 
praying the removal of their political disabili- 
ties; which were referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabili- 


ties. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Eliza- 
beth B. McCormick, widow of William J. Mc- 
Cormick, deceased, praying compensation for 
losses sustained in consequence of being ejected 
from certain houses which she occupied, by 
order of the Secretary of War, January 1, 1864; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Graot county, Winconsin, praying the enact- 
ment of a law that will entirely abolish the duty ` 


the duty now levied upon sugar and molas : 


ses; which was referred to the Committee on . 


Finance. 

Mr. FENTON presented the petition of 
Florence O’Brien, of company A, fourth New 
York infantry, praying to be allowed a pen- 


ished gentlemen. They set forth that in 
their judgment this fund, with the accumula- 
tion thereon, certainly does belong in equity 


| to the Chinese Government, as the President 
: of the United States has heretofore affirmed ; 


. nesota. 


apon tea and coffee and will also greatly redace 4 has already been reported by the Committee 


and they go on to say that in the event of the 


Chinese Government declining to receive it it |, 


is expedient that our Government should set it 
apart for some educational purpose in China, 
substantially in pursuance of a recommenda- 
tion made by the late Mr. Burlingame. I move 
the reference of this memorial and resolutions 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. à 

Mr. SUMNER. I also present the petition 
of the national executive committee of the 
colored people of the United States, signed 
by their chairman, George T. Downing, and 
by their secretary, Frederick G. Barbadves, 
asking for public instruction for colored per- 
sons in the District of Columbia without being 
proscribed on account of color. This petition 
sets forth very clearly and strongly what in 
the opinion of the petitioners are their equal 
rights in the common schools of the District. 
I move the reference of this petition to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
that it be printed. It seems to me that the 
subject is so important that the petition had 
better be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I present the petition of 
three hundred citizens of the counties of St. 
Louis and Carlton, in the State of Minnesota, 
asking Congress to make a liberal grant of the 
public lands of the United States within those 
counties for the improvement of the harbor 
and the construction of a breakwater at the 
port of Duluth, in that State. They represent 
that large amounts of freight are about to be 
thrown into that port, and no appropriation 
has ever yet been made by Congress for the 
improvement of a harbor in the State of Min- 
Inasmuch as a bill for this purpose 


on Public Lands, I move that the petition be 
laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. I present a letter of the 


|| Secretary of the Interior, communicating a 


‘ supplementary report of the Commissioner of 


sion ; which was referred to the Committee on ` 


Pensions. 
Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 


H. F. Givin, Edward Stewart, David V. Ruck- ` 


man, Adam Stephenson, William Hevener, 
and Andrew J. 
Virginia ; Charles Herndon, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia ; Wi 


der, of the county of King and Queen, Virginia; | 


Jacob L. Gilbert, of Rockingham county, Vir- |: 


gais, of Thomas S. Gibson, of Lee county 
irginia; of George Washington Kyle, of 
Buckingham county, Virginia; of Newton 
Keene, of Loudon county, Virginia ; of Wiley 
8. Young, of Grayson county, Virginia; of 
William L. Spencer, of James City county, 
Virginia ; of S. Grear and Robert Vaugh, of | 
Grayson county: Virginia; and of H. D. Vai- 

den, of New Kent county, Virginia, prayin 

the removal of their political disabilities ; whic 

were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. McDONALD presented the petition of 
Josiah T. Fisher, of Little Rock, Arkansas, 
praying the removal of his political disabili- 
ties; which was referred to the select Commit- 
tee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present a memorial of 
citizens of New York and resolutions adopted 
at a meeting held to consider what should be 
done with what is now known as the Chinese 
indemnity fand. Of this meeting Isaac Fer- 
riss, chancellor of the University of New York, | 
was chairman; and I notice among the names, | 
William E, Dodge; our late associate in this | 


illiam Stoakes and Baldwin Foster, |: . ` 
of Matthews county, Virginia; James A. Goal. | oF extra copies will 


ones, of Highland county, ` 


! Foulkes & Co., Thomas S. & 
' Pioche, Bayergne.& Co., Fox & O’Connor, P. , 


Chamber, E. D. Morgan, and other distin- 


Indian Affairs containing a detailed statement 
of the numbers and condition of all the Indian 
tribes within the boundaries of the United 
States. I move that it be printed, and that 
five hundred extra copies be printed for the 
use of the Interior Department. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The document 
will be ordered to be printed, and the motion 


mittee on Printing, under the law. 
BILLS RECOMMITTED. 


better go to the Committee on Claims if there 
are any special facts in regard to it. ‘The 
Committee on Finance never regard these 
claims unless they involve some question grow- 
ing out of the revenue laws, and there is a 
general law forbidding the payment. of these’ 
claims. If there is a special ground for thig 
claim it ought to go to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I moved that reference 
when I first introduced the bill, but the Sena- 
tor from Vermont [Mr. MorRILL] who is not 
here this morning suggested that the Commit. 


- tee on Finance was the proper reference, and 


e referred to the Com: : 


I assented to that at once. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is usually the com- 
mittee to which these claims are referred; but 
as this claim is barred by the general statute, 
unless there is some special reason it ought to 

o to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CASSERLY. If have no objection to 
that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California assents to that reference, and the bill 
will be referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. PRATT. I move that the bill (S. No, 
623) to grant a pension to Celia Tweed be 
recommitted to the Committee on Peusions, 
The attorney of the petitioner thinks the com- 
mittee has done his client injustice, and I am 
willing she should have the benefit of another 
trial. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill has been 
postponed indefinitely, as the Chair under- 
stands, and the Senator from Indiana now 
asks unanimous consent that the vote may be 
reconsidered and the bill recommitted to the 
Committee on Pensions. The Chair hears no 
objection, and it is so ordered. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. |. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, transmitting, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 11th of 
January, a statement in tabular form of the 


- number of foreign-built vessels under enroll- 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. CASSERLY. I discover from the Globe I of Jobn E. Onin; of company E, second 


this morning that yesterday the bill (S. No. 
823) for the relief of Macoudray & Co., Dupuy, 
. S. Hathaway, 


| ment orregister now employedin the commerce 


of the Unired States, with the names of such 
vessels, whether steamer or sailing vessels, the 
tonnage of each when built, and the date of 
the law of Congress, which in each case author- 
ized the registration or enrollment of such for- 
eign-built vessels; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


On motion of Mr. FENTON, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day it 
be to meet on Monday next. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ABBOTT, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 


North Carolina mounted infantry, submitted a 


|. report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 860) for 


Maury, jr., Dickson, De Wolf & Co., and ` 
Compton & Davidson was reported back from | 
the Committee on Finance by the Senator from ; 


'| Oregon, [Mr. Wittrams,] with the recom- : 
l| mendation that it be indefinitely postponed, 


and it was indefinitely postponed. Thatbillis . 


| a bill for the relief of a large numberof mer- | 


chants in San Francisco on account of goods ` 


destroyed by the falling down of a bonded 


! warehouse. I have conferred with the Sen- 


ator who reported it back, and with his con- 
sent I ask that the bill be recommitted to the 


committee in order that the parties interested ` 
may bave an opportunity to present the facts : 


on which they rely. f 


eii 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ` 


objection the indefinite 


postponement will be 
regarded as reconsidered, and the bill will be 
recommitted. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to the 
reconsideration ; but I think the bill itself had 


the relief of John E. Griffin. The bill was 
read and passed to the second reading, and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. OSBORN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 592) granting lands to aid in the construc- 


' tion of certain railroads in the State of Florida, 


reported it with amendments. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 


' (S. No. 112) to aid in the construction of the 
: Oregon Branch Pacific railroad, reported it 
: with amendments. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 824) authorizing 
the Southern Minnesota Railroad Company to 
connect its line with the Northern Pacific rail- 
road, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on 
Publie Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 718) ior the relief of preémption set- 


i. tlers in the land district of West Poiut, in the 


1870. 
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State of Nebraska, reported it with amend- 


ments. : 

Mr. HOWARD. The Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad, to whom was referred the 
pill (S. No. 601) to incorporate the Kansas, 
Indian Territory, and Gulf Railway Company, 


and to enable the Missouri River, Fort Scott, |: 


and Gulf, and the Leavenworth, Lawrence, and 
Galveston Railroad Companies to unite upon 


and construct a single track through the Indian | 


territory and to reach 
me to report it back, L 
from its farther consideration. 
Mr. POMEROY. 
the Senator from Michigan, from which he 
asked that the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road be discharged, was reported from that 
committee some time ago, and the committee 
was then discharged from its consideration, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. It is now before that committee. 
Mr. HOWARD. But it was recommitted 
to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 
Mr. POMEROY. No; the bill bas been 
before the Committee on Public. Lands for 
some weeks, and was considered this morning 
by that committee. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. [have the bill in my hand. 
Mr. HOWARD. Then J withdraw my re- 
port. I understood it had been recommitted 
to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
861) providing a mode for the selection of 
cadets to the Military and Naval Academies; 
which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. McDONALD asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 862) to provide for the settlement of ac- 
counts between southern railroad corporations 
and the United States Government, and col- 
lection of balances due from said corporations ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 863) 
to allow the school trustees in the State of 
Arkansas to enter land for school purposes 
under the homestead law; which was read twice 


by its title, referred to the Committee on Edu- |: 


cation and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 864) 
to authorize the settlement of the claims of the 
State of Kansas for services of the troops called 
out by the Governor of that State, upon the 
requisition of Major General Curtis, to repel 
the invasion of General Price; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MORRILL, of. Maine, asked, and by 
unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 182) in rela- 
tion to Indian reservations selected by the 
eace commissioners; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. THAYER asked, and by unanimon 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 183) for the relief of 
Edward B. Woodbury, Lucius K. Woodbury, 
and Sylvia M. McIntyre; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. NYE asked, and by unanimous consent 
. obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 
(S. R. No. 185) placing the name of Com- 
mander James H. Ward, United States Navy, 
as captain on the retired list, June 27, 1861; 
which was read twice by its. title, referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 
Mr. WARNER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave tointroduge ẹ joint resolu- 


the Gulf, have instructed `: 


and ask to be discharged i tho commissioners appointed by the President, under 


: sent; 


The bill just reported by | 


tion (S. R. No. 186) in áid of the manufacture 
of American cotton into yarn forexport ; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to b&printed. 


CLAIM OF POTTAWATOMIE INDIANS. 


Mr. PRATT submitted the following resolu- 


tion ; which was considered by unanimous con- 


Resolved, That the Committeo 
requested to report to the Senate what action. ifany, 
has been taken upon the report made on the 18th day 
of January, 1869, to the Secretary of the Interior by 


the Senate amendment to the tenth articlo of the 
treaty with the Pottawatomic Indians of August A 
1868, which report ascertains the principal sum duo 


those Indians from the United States to have been in | 
the year 1862 $178,953 43; and what action. if any, has | 
` been taken upon the supplementary report of snid ` 


; commissioners, made on the 22d day of January, 1869, 


ascertaining the interestdne on said princ‘ pal sum at. 


the latter date to be $18,897 95; and that said com- : 


mittee report whether, in their opinion. the results 


: at which said commissioners arrived are correct, and 


i That committee has agreed to report adversely, ` 


what reasons exist, if any, why the sum so found due 
said Indians shall not be paid. 


Mr. HARLAN. [have no objection to the 
consideration of the resolution now, or to its 
reference to the Committee on Indian Affairs; 
but I would state for the information of the 
honorable Senator from Indiana that this is 


an old claim which has been examined by the ; 


indian Committee and rejected by the Senate 
several times, and the committee at this ses- 
sion have agreed to report it back adversely 
again; but this resolution probably will require 
a written report, and perhaps a written report 
will be desirable. I have no objection to the 
adoption of the resolution. 


Mr. PRATT. I inquire of the Senator from | 
| Towa whether any action has ever been taken 


on the reports of these commissioners, made 


: on the 18th and 22d days of January, 1869. 


Mr. HARLAN. I think no action has been 


taken on the subject in that specific form; but : 
during the last Congress the same claim was 


before the committee and reported adversely. 
It has been submitted to the Senate again and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


but the report has not yet been made. I have 
no objection to the adoption of the resolution, 


and the committee will of course, in compli- | 


ance with its terms, report in writing this time. 

Mr. PRATT. Very well. 

Mr. POMEROY. The matter to which the 
Senator from Indiana refers has been called 
to my attention by letters from my State. These 
Indians live in the State of Kansas, and they 
are very anxious to have the claim considered. 
They think it is very just. Ithas been reported 
upon by a commission appointed by the Presi- 
dent, and the payment of a certain sum has 
been recommended; and yet itis so old a claim, 
and it is made up of so many parts, that the 
Committee on Indian Affairs have never yet 
regarded it favorably. I hope they will now, 


because the intelligent, educated Indians who | 
are living in my State, members of the Potta- | 


watomie tribe, think it is just, and they feel 


very anxious, as I know from letters I receive | 


from them, that it should be acted on favor- 


ably. 

Mr. PRATT. My introduction of this reso- 
lution is in consequence of being called upon 
by acitizen of my own State who is largely 


interested in this claim. I have before me the : 


tenth article of the treaty with the Pottawato- 


mies of August 7, 1868, or rather the Senate | 


amendment to the tenth article of the treaty, 
which reads as follows: 
“Tt is further agreed that the claims of the Potta- 


watomies, heretotore reported on by the Secretary 
of the Interior, under the act of Congress of March 


2, 1861, shall be submitted to two commissioners. to 


be named by the President of the United States, sor | 


examination; and‘said commissioners, after being 


sworn impartially to decide on said claims, shall | 
make report of their judgment in the premises, with | 
the evidence taken, to the Secretary of the Interior, |; 


and the same shail be communicated to Congress at 
its next session.” 


These commissioners made a very elaborate 


on Indian A ffairs be | 


n 


| directly in point. 


' United States. 


States, and found them contained in nineteen 
different treaties, from 1795 down to the year 
1846. In their recapitulation they find that 
under eleven of these treaties the balances 
due to these Indians amount to $178,953 43; 
and in their supplementary report they find 


I| that interest upon these balances is due to the 


Indians to the amount of $48,897 95. These 
commissioners were appointed, it seems, in 
pursuance of the Senate amendment to this 


| treaty, appointed under the provisions of the 
' treaty, and they made a laborious and elabor- 


ate examination, and have ascertained these 
balances to be due to the Indians from the 
I should hope the Committee 
on Indian Affairs would be furnished with some 
very good reasons, after this report, why the 


' sum so found due should not be paid. 


Mr. HARLAN. [Iwill only make this ad- 
ditional remark. I know of no way of dispos- 
ing definitely and finally of any claim against 
the Government but to pay it. This is a case 
It has been examined over 


i and over again, and always reported adversely ; 


but of course the claimants think it just and 
they continue to present it, and I suppose the 
only way finally to get rid of it is to pay ìt. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH COMMITTEE, 


Mr. COLE submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,That there be appointed a standing com- 
mittee of the Senate, to be designated the Committee 
on Foreign Postal and Telegraphic Communication. 


Mr. SUMNER. I object to that. 

Mr. COLE. Let it go on the Calendar of 
resolutions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will go on the Calendar of resolutions. 


MILITARY BUILDINGS AT NEW YORK. 
Mr. WILSON. I ask unanimous consent 


' to call up a little joint resolution of the House 


which it is important should be passed to-day, 


_ because it ought to go into operation by the 


ist of May. It is a joint resolution in relation 


to buildings used in the city of New York for 
military purposes. The Secretary of War says 


: he thinks he can save $14,000 in a small ex- 


' penditure if the joint resolution can be passed 


í 
i 


p 
| 


i 


report. They examined the treaty stipulations | 


i| between this tribe of Indians and the United ii 


| quarters and oR 


so that he can have it in operation by the Ist 
of May. It will take but a moment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint res. 
olution (H. R. No. 69) relating to buildings 
used for military purposes in the city of New 
York will be read, subject to objection. 

The resolution was read. It authorizes the 
Secretary of War to contract for the purchase 
or lease of a suitable building or buildings in 
the city of New York, for the use of the sev- 
eral staff departments of the Army, as offices 
and store-rooms, if by so doing he can effect 
a saving of expense to the Government. 

Mr. FOWLER. I object, unless I know 
something about that. lt is very indefinite. 
I do not know what the cost to the Govern- 
ment at the present time is in New York for 
this purpose. I do not know what it will cost 
under this joint resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. We are expending thirty- 
five or forty thousand dollars a year for head- 
for military purpose 
in New York city. The House passed this 
resolution some weeks ago. The Committee 
on Military Affairs had doubts whether we 
should save anything by it, although the reso- 
lution provides that it shall be done if ex- 
penses can be saved. The Secretary of War 
now says that he can save in this expenditure 
of less than forty thousand dollars a year, if 
this resolution passes, $14,000. It is necessary 
to be acted upon before the 1st day of May, 
as the Ist day of May is renting time. 

Mr. FOWLER. What is the reason he can- 
not make the same arrangement at the present 
time without this joint resolation? In other 
words, I do not see any power this gives him 
over what he has at the present time. It seems 
he has power to make arrangements for these 
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same baildings now. What additional power 
does this give him ? | 

Mr. WILSON. Lettheresolution beread, und | 
the Senator will see precisely what it provides. ` 

Mr. FOWLER, 1 heard it. 

Mr. DRAKE. Let it be read again. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. 

Mr. SHERMAN, lIt authorizes the pur- 
chase of buildings. 

Mr. WILSON. This gives him power to 
purchase if’ he can save by it, instead of rent- 
ing wholly and entirely. The Secretary of War 
stated a day or two ago to the committee his 
desire to have it passed, and he believed he 
could gave nearly fourteen thousand dollars a 
year, which is nearly one half what we now 
pay. more than a third, by having power to 
make the purchase. 

Mr. FOWLER. I understand it costs the 
Government now thirty-five or forty thousand 
dollars, and is it understood that the purchase 
of the buildings will not cost more than thirty- 
five or forty thousand dollars ? 

Mr. WILSON. It may cost more; but the 
simple question is whether the Government will 
gave money. 

Mr. POMEROY. They mean the interest 
of the purehase will be that much less. 

Mr. FOWLER. Ishall not object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think I shall have to 
object to giving power to purchase buildings 
in the city af New York. Itis very indefinite. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, Objection being 
made, the joint resolution cannot be now con- 
sidered. 


COMMERCS WITU BRITISI[ AMERICA. 


Mr. FENTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 184) respecting commerce 
between the United States and British North 
America; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. FENTON. If there be no objection, as 
I presume there will be none, I should be glad 
to have the resolution put on its passage. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 should like to hear it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read, 
sulject to objection. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution, 
which proposes to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to cause an inquiry to be made 
for the information of Congress relative to the 
extent and state of trade between the United 
States and the several dependencies of Great 
Britain in North America, and for this pur- 
pose to designate a suitable person to make 
such inquiry. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
` the joint resolution. 

Mr. POMEROY. Why is it necessary to ' 
have a joint resolution to do that? Why would 
not a single resolution do that? 

Mr. FENTON. I think a joint resolution is 
better, so as to get the sanction of both Houses. 
I believe it was under the administration of 
the Treasury Department by Mr. Chase that 
authority equivalent to that conferred by this 
resolution was given; and a gentleman every 
way well qualified was appointed. Iam not cer- ` 
tain but that the authority still exists. I know 
that the information was important and val- 
uable which was then elicited. I believe itis of 
great public interest now to have the inquiry 


made. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would remind the Senator 
that there is no appropriation in the resolution : 
for the expense of the inquiry. Such a person 
as the Senator has in view woyld not labor for , 
nothing. 

Mr. FENTON. There is no requirement in | 
the resolution. It is simply authority con- 
ferred; and the Secretary, I suppose, will 
exercise his discretion in the matter. 

Mr. SUMNER. How can he find his man? 
That is the point. 

Mr. FENTON, 


for him. 


That is a matter entirely 


| the authority contained in this resolution was | 
conferred npon the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 


not be advisable to add words of appropriation: 
‘And a sufficient sum is hereby appropriate 
to defray the expense thereof.” 

Mr. FRNTON. As I have already remarked, 


in 1862 or 1863. It has been a continuing 
authority, and a Mr. Hatch, of New York, was 
designated to make the inquiry ; but for some 
reason he has been discontinued. I am not 


i at the ot f the Treasury | 5 : ws 
certain but that the Secretary o `; 4 i lution making an appropriation for the purpose 


now has the authority under existing laws to 
appoint an agent. I do not know out of what 
fund he could be paid. I have not cared to 
raise that question. I desired simply to renew 
the authority to the Secretary of the Treasury, 


if necessary, to designate an agent in his dis- | 


cretion. If it shall be found necessary here- 
after that a sum of money be appropriated, the 
Secretary will advise Congress of that fact, 
and I shall then ask Congress to act upon that 
matter. 

Mr. HOWE. 


Will the Senator from New | 


York explain what powers he proposes to. 


clothe this agent with that the Secretary of the | 


Treasury is not already clothed with, or what 


information that agent will be able to lay before ' 


the country that the Treasury Department 
cannot lay before the country at any time? 
Mr. FENTON. Iam not certain, as I re- 


marked, that this resolution will give to the |; 
moment, I presume. 


Secretary of the Treasury any additional au- 
thority. Under the authority of law a gentle- 
man was designated to perform the duty indi- 
cated in this resolution some years ago, and 


was continued for several years, making his | 


reports to the Secretary from year to year. 
I desire simply to renew the investigation. It 


could be done without this resolution by some |. 


agent of the Treasury Department. It could 


be done by calling on the various collectors ; 


of customs along the northern frontier. 


as that is not so direct and certain a method | 


of collecting this information, I have thought it 


was better to renew the authority to the Secre- | 


tary of the Treasury, if need be, to designate 
some suitable person to collect this informa- 
tion which is referred to in the resolution. 

Mr. HOWE. If the Senator thinks it im- 
portant that there should be such an office 
created I shall not oppose it; but I must unite 
with the Senator from Massachusetts in urging 
the expediency of making an appropriation 
and limiting the cost to be incurred. 
limited authority to spend money in this invest- 
igation ] should hardly be willing to authorize. 

Mr. FENTON. If there is any doubt in 
the minds of Senators in regard to the pro- 


' priety of passing this resolution I am entirely 
willing tbat it shall be referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Finance. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


STENOGRAPHENR FOR DISTRICT SUPREME COURT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
business is exhausted, and the morning hour 
has nearly expired. The Chair will regard 


the morning hour as expired, unless there be | 


objection, and the Senate will resume the con- 
sideration of the Calendar, and the Secretary 
will resume the reading of the bill (H. R. No. 
1427) to provide for the creation of corpora- 
tions in the District of Columbia. 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of exec- 
utive business yesterday the Secretary had read 
thirty-six pages of the bill. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Before the Calendar of 
business iscommen¢ed I wish to enter a motion 
to reconsider the vote on the passage of the 
bill (S. No. 481) to provide for the appoint- 


= ment of a stenographer to the supreme court 


' of the District of Columbia. I do it with some 


reluctance; but Í feel as if it were worth my 
while to make one effort to save the country 
from what seems to me the inauguration of a 


_ very wasteful and improper system. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The motion to 


Mr. SUMNER. I submit whether it would || reconsider will be entered. 


Anun- | 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Let the bill be recon. 
sidered and put on the Calendar. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I move that the bill be 
reconsidered and placed on the Calendar, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the motion to reconsider will be 
regarded as agreed to, and the bill will be. 
placed on the Calendar. 

VENTILATION OF THE MALLS. 


Mr. NYE. Ll understand that a joint rego. 


of making some experiments in ventilation, 


` upon which committee I have the honor to be, 


has come over from the House and has been 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
If that committee have no objection I should 
like to have it acted upou now, as we are very 
anxious to proceed with some experiments, 
The House resolution appropriates $3,000 for 
the purpose of making those experiments, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I made the motion to 
refer; but if the appropriation is only for the 
amount of $3,000 for the purpose of making 
some experiments I have no objection to the 


' passage of the resolution. 1 thought it would 


require a large appropriation. 
Mr. NYE. Notat all. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The joint res- 


| qlution has gone to the Secretary’s office. 


But | 


Mr. NYE. It can be brought back in a 
I should like to pass it 
now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
reconsider the reference of the resolution will 
be regarded as agreed to, and the Senator can 
call it up hereafter. 

Mr. NYE. The Secretary now has the joint 
resolution, and E ask that it may be consid- 
ered at the present time. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution (H. R. No. 271) 


‘ making an appropriation for the purpose of 


‘ Halls of the Capitol. 


making experiments in the ventilation of the 
It appropriates $3,000 


‘ for the purpose of making experiments in the 
i; ventilation of the Halls of the Capitol, to be 


drawn by the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and to be expended by the joint 
committee of the two Houses on the subject 
of ventilation. : 

Mr. TRUMBULL, Ihave no objection to 
the joint resolution, but we have been experi- 
menting ever since | have been in the Senate 
to improve the ventilation of these Halls. We 


! have had various committees on that subject. 
recollect that when Mr. Buckalew represented 


the State of Pennsylvania here he paid agreat 
deal of attention to this subject. In my judg- 
ment we never can have proper ventilation in 
these Halls until we can get to the exterior of 


: the building. I think this will be money thrown 


| the way it ought to be. 


away. Ihave been ready myself for the last 
ten years, ever since we found out the condi- 


; tion of thesé Halls, to make the nedéssary ap- 
; ptopriation and give the direction to have the 


, Halls opened in some way to the exterior. 


It 
is the only way it ever can be done, and that is 
These grounds around 


' the Capitol, these beautiful parks—and I hope 


‘| they are to be improved some time on the 


‘north and south enda of the Capitol as well 


When. the :: 


as on the east and west—are shat ont from 


: us. Members come here and are shut up in 


| the interior of this great. building without an 
| opportunity of looking out upon the parks that 
: will surround the Capitol, and of having the 


benefit of them or having the benefit of tresh 
air or any air except that which is forced into 


‘the room. The ventilation of these Halls, in 


my judgment, isa perfect failure. Although I 


| do not object to this appropriation of $8,000; 


I have no expectation that any good wiil comé 
of it. I should be glad to unite in a propost 
tion to have the Hulls rearranged in some way 
so that they can be extended to the exterior 
of the building. 


Mr. POMEROY. I have noticed that there 


1870. 


has been eonsiderable improvement in the 
ventilation since | have been here, and espe- 
cially this year. I have never known the Hall 
of the Senate to be anything like as well ven- 
tilated as it has beenthis year. Ido not know 
what the improvement that was made last year 
was, and [ do not know who made it, but it 
was a great improvement. | ‘ 

Mr. NYE. The committee to whom this 
subject was referred have been atte teuntaly 
at work. We have upon it a distinguishe 
member of the other House. who is quite sci- 
entific on the subject of ventilation, and itis for 
the very purpose of ascertaining whether ven- 
tilation can be obtained without the large ex- 
penditure proposed to be voted at once by the 
Senator from IHinois that this appropriation 
is asked for. The committee thought it would 
be better to make some experiments, which 
would he certain, than to recommend a larger 
expenditure as an experiment. That is the 
object for which thia resolution is asked. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not abject to the 
resolution, but 1 have very little hope of good 
coming from it. 

The joint resolution was reported to ‘the 
Senate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

DISTRICT CORPORATION LAW. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. | 
No. 1427) to provide for the creation of cor- : 


porations in the District of Columbia. 

The. Secretary resumed and concluded the 
reading of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrassed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. . 
STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 


The next bill on the Calendar waa the bill 
(H. I. No. 897) to incorporate the Washington 
and Boston Steamship Company. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would ask whether it is 
advisable for us to proceed with these special 
acts of incorporation now that we have passed 
a general act? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Iwill say that I under- 
stand this company have a boat ready to put 
on this line, and it will be a great convenience 
to them to have the bill passed at once. - 

Mr. HARLAN. I inquire if the bill which 
has jast been passed making a general eorpor- 
ation law for the Districtis a House bill? 

Mr. SUMNER. it is a Houee bill. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
and all similar cases. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Aw 


‘ become neeeesary for any officer or enlisted man of 


THONY in the chair.) It is a Houee bill, and 
it was passed without amendment. 


Mr. PATTERSON. Bat it will cause delay © 
to this company if we do not pass this bill now. | 


They have a beat already built ready to put on 
the line. This is a House bill also. 


Mr. SUMNER. : I think we had better stop | 


with this. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the | 
Senator from Massachusetts object to the con- | 


sideration of the bill? 
Mr. SUMNER. No, Ido not. © 


and will be read. 
The bill was read. By its provisions James 
S. Gnonell, Wendell T. Davis, Horatio Brown- 


drew Potts, A. Gaddis, jr., Edward Hartley, 


Wright, William H. Morrison, George P. Goff, 
George W. Potter, H. F. Zimmerman, an 

Henry Mayo, and J. W. Seaver, and J. J. New- 
comb, and Jobn W. Boteler, Samuel Cross, 


George Waters, George Rogers, and their asso- |: 


Ciates and successors, or a majority of them, 


ton Steamship Company. The capital stock 
of the company is to be not less than $50,000 
aor more than $500,000, to be divided into 
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shares of $100each. The company is to estab- 
lish and run a line or lines of vessels propelled 


" by steam or other power between the cities of | 
Washington, Georgetown, Alexandria, Nor- |! 


folk, and other ports iu the State of Virginia, 


on the Potomac river, Chesapeake bay, or the | 
tributaries of the same, and Boston, in the 


State of Massachusetts. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordored 
to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed, 

ARMS FOR COLLEGES. 

The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 215) authorizing 
the supply of arms for instraction and practice 
to certain collegea and universities; which was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
grants authority to the Secretary of War to 
issue, at his discretion and under proper regu- 
lations to be prescribed by him, out of any 
small-arms or pieces of field artillery helonging 
to the Government and which can be ‘spared 
for that purpose, such number of the same as 
may appear to be required for military iastrac- 
tion and practice by the students of any col- 
lege or university, under the provisions of 
section twenty-six of the act to increase and 
fix the military peace establishment of the 
United States; the Secretary to require a bond 
in each case, in double the value of the prop- 
erty, for its care and safe-keeping thereof, and 
for its return when required, 

. The Jot resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate, ordered to a third reading, read the third 
time; and passed. 


RETURN OF DISCHARGE PAPERS. 


The next business on the Calendar was the | 


joint resolution (H. R. No. 146) for the return 
of evidence of honorable discharge to officers; 
which was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. | 

The Committee on Military Affairs reported 
the joint resolution with amendments, which 
were in line four to insert after the word ‘‘offi- 
cer’? the words ‘‘or enlisted man;’’ and in 
line eight, after the word ‘officer, ’’ to insert 
“ or enlisted man;” and in lines ten and eleven 
to strike out the words ‘‘and this provision 
shall also extend to the djscharges of enlisted 


; men” and to insert in lieu thereof “and ` 
provided that the fact, date, and amount of | 


such settlement. shall first be clearly written 
across the faee of such evidence of honorable 


: discharge, and attested by the signature of the 
it surely will cover this | 


accounting officer ;’’ s0 as to make the egolu- 
tion read: 
Be it vesolved, &o., Thatin all cases where it has 


the Army to file bisevidence of honorable discharge 
from the military service of the United States, to 
secure the settlement of his accounts, the account- 
ing ofeer with whom it bas been filed shall, upon 
application by said officeror enlisted man, deliver to 


him such evidence ef honorable discharge, providing . 


bis aconunts shal! have been duly settled: And pro 
vide, That the fact, date, and amount of such settle- 
ment shall first be clearly written across the face of 
sach evidence of honorable discharge, and attested 
by the signature of the accounting officer. 


The amendments were agreed to. 


The joint'resolation was reported to the Sen- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is | i [nd Mei Amendments were concurred in 


before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, ` 


- It was ordered that the amendments be en- 
grossed, and the resolution read a third time. 


The joint resolution was read the third time, ; 
. Wagley made awrittencontraet with Jobn G. Klinck, 
' gssisfant quartermaster, for the picking, ginning, 
‘and baling of cotton thon growing on the finds about 


and passed, Its title was amended so as to 


: read, Aa fe resolation for the return of 


ing, Alpheus Middleton, W. Albert King, An- l: evidence o 


honorable discharge to officers and 


` ” 
Edwin A. 'Ryther, William L. Wall, G. M  “™usted men. 


i AIR-MOTOR COMPANY. i 
| The next billon the Calendar was the bill 


; (8. No. 697) to incorporate Spear’s Air Motor | y 


, National Company. 


The bill was indefinitely postponed. 


| . The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


1 (S. No. 81) to amend and consolidate the sev- | 


Mr. PATTERSON. I think that had better | 
|i be struck from the Calendar, since the general | 


are constituted a body politic and corporate hy i act bas been passed. 


the name and style of the Washington and Bos. ` 
| METROPOLITAN POLICE. 
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eral acts establishing and relating toa Metropol- 
itan police of the District of Columbia, 
Mr. COLE. Let that go over. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, ‘The bill will 
be passed over. 
REFINING OF BULLION. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No, 17) relative to the refining of gold and 
silver bullion at the Mint of the United States 
and branches. 

The bill, which was read, proposes to author- 
ize the Secretary of the Treasury, whenever iv 
his judgment and in the judgment of the Di- 
rector of the Mint it is for the interest. of’ the 


United States ta do go, ta receive on deposit 
atthe Mint of the United States and the sov- 
eral branches thereof, rufiued gold and silver 


bullion suitable for coinage, and in payment 
thereof to deliver to the parties making such 
deposits upparted bara, at such rates and upon 
such terms and regulations as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Director of the Mint, sabject to 
tho approval of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. COLE. I move to add this proviso to 
the bill: 


rovided, That any depositor may have his bullion 
refined in the Mint or branches if ho shall so elect. 


Mr. WILLEY. I donot see any member 
of the Committee on I*inance present. 

Mr, STEWART. The Senator from Oregon 
[Mr. Wittrams] has the bill in charge and he 
is not here now. I suggest that it be passed 
over until he returns. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be passed over temporarily, 


0. N. CUTLER. ` 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1666) for the relief of Otis N. 
Cutler, of Missouri; which was considered a8 
in Committee of the Whole, The bill appro- 
priates to Otis N. Cutler the sum of $50,000, 
in full compensation for two hundred and sixty- 
eight bales of cotton seized by order of Gen- 
eral Grant, at Lake Providence, Louisiana, 
the property of Cutler, used: fur military par- 
pose in equipping the steamer Tigress for run- 
ning the blockade: of the Kienio ‘river at 
Vickburg, on the night of April 24, 1863; ‘and 
destroyed. `: Ti l 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is a pretty large 
sum. -Js there a report? ; 

Mr. DRAKE. The bill is reported from the 
Committee on Claims of both Houses. it has 
passed both Houses already. it passed the 
Senate during the last Congress, and has now 
passed the House of Representatives. - 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘Thatcis a barge sum of 
money. I should like tọ bear the report. 

Mr. DRAKE. lit has passed the Senate on 
a former occasion, and now has. passed the 
House. There is a report ia favor of it from 
the Committee on Claims in both Houses. _ 

Mr. TRUMBULL, Was the report read 
before? 

Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWARD. I want to hedr the report. 

The Secretary read the following report of 
the Committee on Claims, submitted by Mr. 
Howe on the 6th of July, 1868: 

The Commi on Claims, “Wwe 3 
dhe claim AT dea iie nants 
and submit the following as their report: 

On the Sth day of March, 1863, one Willinm C. 


Lake Providence, ia the State of Louisiana, whieh 


` had been abandoned by the rebel owners and occu- 


ants, and then lately brought within permanent 
nion lines by the advance and occupuney of the 


| Federal forges. 


This contract was approved by Major General 
ePherson, commanding that district. 
By the terms of the contract Wagley was to gather, 


i gin, bale, and deliver at a gertain point af shipment 


certain unpicked and abandoned cotton,iu and about 
Lake Providence, at his own expense. ‘his cotion, 


: when so picked, ginned, and baled and delivered, 
‘| was to be 


ually divided, and the Government to 
have ane half and Wagley the other half, and Wag- 


| loy to have the privilege of shipping bis cotton to 
| Me 


mphis, Tcunessce, ou Government transports, he 


| paying fraight therefor, 


On the 3d day of April, the same year, after having 
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icked, ginned, and baled a considerable quanti 
Pi cotton under the contract, Mr. Vagley quantity 
his interest in the contract to Mr. O. N. Cutler, the 
claimant in this case, then a citizen of Hannibal, 
Missouri, who thereatter prosecuted the work, and 
a large amount of cotton was delivered under the 
contract at Lake Providence and there divided, an 
officer of the Government taking charge of the one 
half belonging to the Government and assigning to 
said Catler the other half. 


While this cotton was lying at Lake Providence `: 
awaiting transportation to Memphis General Grant `’ 


required transportation for his army across the Mis- 
sissippi river, below Vicksburg. 


To furnish this it | 


was necessary to run steamboats through the block- | 


ade at Vicksburg. 
cessary to so furnish the boats as to protect, as far as 
possible, their machinery from destruction by the 
enemy’s fire; and by General Grant’s order his quar- 
termaster took Cutler’s cotton and with it equipped 
the steamer Tigress to run the blockade. The Tigress 


To run this blockade it was ne- ; 


and her equipment of cotton were lost on the voyage. |. 
The amount of claimant’s cotton so taken and used ' 


is shown by Captain B. F. Reno, assistant quarter- 
master, the officer who seized it under General 
Grant’s order, to have been two hundred and sixty- 
eight bales, 


The weight of the bales is not clearly proven. The 
claimant states his account astwo hundred and sixty- `` 


eight bales, weighing one hundred and thirteen thou- | 


gand and nine hundred pounds, being four hundred 
and twenty-five pounds to the bale, and he puts it at 
twenty-five cents per pound, amounting to $62,645. 

The original contractor, Wagley, was a citizen of 
Illinois, employed in this enterprise under the in- 
. ducement held out by our authorities, and the cotton 
was the price paid for his labor and risks. Theclaim- 
ant and assignee was then a loyal citizen of Hannibal, 
Missouri, took the contract off Wagley’s hands, and 
completed the work. 

The Government employed them to do. the work, 
paid them for it, and before they could remove the 
proceeds of their labor and convertit it was seized 

y the Govornment for military purposes and de- 
stroyed. 


property taken for public use, freed from the com- 
plications and questions ordinarily attending claims 
for the use and destruction of property in an enemy’s 
country in time of war, and should be paid for., 

Your committee have had some difficulty in fixing 
the value of the cotton, but have agreed to report 
the accompanying bill appropriating $50,000, and to 
recommend its passage. . 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


WYOMING TERRITORIAL ACTS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 616) to repeal certain acts passed by 
the territorial Legislature of Wyoming. 

Mr. HARLAN. I should like to know what 
the laws are that are to be repealed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill was 
reported by the Senator from Michigan, [ Mr. 
Howarp. } 

Mr. HARLAN. He is not in his seat just 
now. I ask, therefore, that it be passed over 
informally. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be passed over informally. 


JOSEPH ORMSBY. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(S. No. 762) for the relief of Joseph Ormsby; | 


which was read the second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


the rate of eight dollars per month from the 
19th day of June, 1862, the date of the death 
of his son, Edward J. Ormsby, to the 5th day 
of March, 1869, the date of the death of his 
wife, that being the period during which the 
mother of the deceased was entitled to a pen- 
sion, but which she failed to make application 
for under a misapprehension of the law. 

Mr. HOWE. If there is a report in that 
case I think it had better be read. 

Mr. PRATT. 
am glad the Senate’s attention is called to the 
report, because the circumstances are peculiar, 
and I am not certain that the committee came 
to a correct conclusion. I should be glad to 
have the Senate’s opinion after the report shall 
have been read. 

The Secretary read the following report sub- 
mitted by Mr. Pratt, from the Committee on 

` Pensions, on the 6th of April: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the petition of Joseph Ormsby, praying for arrears 
of pension from the date of his son’s death, on June 
19, 1862, to March 6, 1869, submit the following report: 

The petitioner wasthe father of Edward J. Ormsby, 


It pro- | 
poses to allow Joseph Ormsby a pension at | 


I made the report myself. I | 


` advised by his attorney, that although his wife was 


' This may constitute a title to relief if the law, upon 
: examination, shall seem so ambiguous as to mislead i; 


-attorney to have been. 


! amended this fourth section so as to extend the 
| sister or sisters, under sixteen. years of age, an 
: i ‘| father as well as mother of a deceased officer or otber 
It seems to your committee to be a caso of private | 


‘| whole or in part. 


: to give precedence to the relatives of the deceased 


‘| sion, and the uncertainty of the law which led him 
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$ privato in company I, sixty-ninth regiment of 
ennsylvania volunteers, who was mustered on 19th 
of August, 1861, and who died at Fair Oaks ‚Virginia, 
June19, 1862, of wounds received in action theday pre- | | 
vious. He left surviving him his father and mother, |) 
Susan Ormsby, and the testimony shows he was their |! 
only support. The petitioner is old, in feeble health, `; 
poor, and his eyesight and hearing are impaired. 7 
He applied for a pension in 1866, but failed, for the || 
reason that his wife was living. On the death of his 
wife, on March 5, 1869, he renewed his application, |; 
and f- pension wasawarded him, to commence March |; 
His first application, which failed, was made under | 
the twelfth section of the act of June 6, 1866, which || 
provides that the father as well as the mother of an |; 
officer or soldier shall be entitled to pension under || 


certain circumstances, and he believed, and was £0 ; 


living at the time he was the proper person to make 
the application under the wording of the law. 

Tne case he presents for special relief isgrounded, | 
therefore, upon his misapprehension of the law. 


a well-informed person, as we must presume his | 


By the third section of the pension law of July 14, | 
1862, Edward J. Ormsby having died, leaving neither |! 
widow nor legitimate child, but having left a mother |! 
dependent upon him for support, she was entitled to © 
receive the same pension as her son would have been 
entitled to had he been wholly disabled, the pension 
to commence at his death and to terminate on her | 
remarriage. 5 
The fourth section of this act gave a pension to the ` 
orphan sister or sisters of the deceased under sixteen 
years of age, where they were dependent upon him | 
for support, and where he left surviving him neither 


| widow, nor child, nor mother. 


The twelfth section of the act of June 6, 1866, | 

ro- 

visions to the orphan brother or brothers, as ve gs 
e 


person namel in section one of the act of July 14, 
1862, who were dependent upon him for support in 


The act of July 27, 1868, construed these laws so as 


soldier in the following order: first, mothers; sec- 
ond, fathers; third, orphan brothers and sisters 
under sixteen years of age; with a proviso that if 
in any case the deceased soldier left both father and 
mother dependent upon him for support, then on 
the death of the mother the father became entitled 
to a pension, commencing from and after the death ! 
of the mother, 

Thus it appears that young Ormsby’s mother was 
alone entitled to a pension during her life. : 

Had the petitioner’s application been made within 
five years after his son’s eath, as his original appli- 
cation was, it must have failed under this legislative 
construction of the law; his title toa pension was 
contingent upon his surviving his wife, and the pon- 
sion could then date only from her death. 

The mother was undoubtedly entitled to one on 
the facts proved, had she applied. The law of 1862 
was explicit as to her rights; but the law of 1866 did 
undoubtedly breed uncertainty. This isevident from | 
the report of the Secretary of the Interior made to 
Congress November 18, 1867, who invcked explan- 
atory legislation. ‘The following is a quotation from 


| take. 


his report: 

“Former Jaws made no provision for relatives in 
the ascending or collateral lines. The act of 1862 
first gave a pension to the dependent mother of the 
deceased soldier or officer, or if there were none, to 
his orphan sisters under the age of sixteen years. 
The act of June 6, 1866, so amends the fourth seotion `' 
of the act of 1862 as to make its provisions apply ° 
to and include the orphan brother as well as sister, ` 
and the father as well as the mother. That section, in | 
its original shape, made no mention of the mother, 
and it is very questionable, when the father and the . 
orphan sisters are the only surviving relatives, | 
whether the former or latter would be entitled to a : 
pension, or whether they would not have a joint . 
claim, The mother is regarded as having the exclu- 
sive right when the father is also living; but I sug- 
gest that the order in which the relatives should be 
entitled to take precedence bo more clearly defined . 
by declaratory legislation,” | 

The declaratory legislation was had in 1968, i 

Up to the period of his wife’s death the petitioner, 
except incidentally as her husband, would have de- ` 
rived no benefit under the pension laws. But as he ` 
was bound to support her, he would have been re- 
lieved tu the extent of her pension had she obtained |: 
one. He would also have succeeded as her only heir, |. 
upon her death, to any money in hand or arrearages | 
of pension due to her. is 

In view of the evident right of his wife to a pen- © 


instead of her to apply for one, the committee are 
of opinion that the relief prayed for ought to be || 
pipen and accordingly report the accompanying ; 
ill, and recommend its passage. I 
Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator from Indiana | 
tell us upon what state of case or upon what con- 
dition it was that the mother was entitled toa | 


: pension under the law of 1862? Wasitinany | 
| other case than that of her dependence upon him '' 


for support? ; 
Mr. PRATT. That was the condition upon į. 
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which she was entitled to a pension. The 
evidence shows that she was in very needy 
circumstances and dependent upon him for 
support. The construction, however, which 


| these old people put upon the law was thatthe 
' application must be made in the name of the 


father; but in this it seems there was a mis- 
It should have been made in the name 
of the mother. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish to suggest this inquiry 
tothe Senator: supposethe mother had applied, 
with a husband then living, how could it have 
been made to appear that she depended upon 


her son for support rather than upon her hus- 


band? 

Mr. PRATT. I can only say that the evi- 
dence is very full upon that head. If the 
Senator listened to the report, it is shown that 
the present petitioner, the husband, is old 


-and in feeble health, and poor, and his eye- 


sight and hearing impaired, and as my friend on 
my right [Mr. WaRNER] says ‘‘ of no account 


' at any rate.” (Laughter.] He was not ina 


condition, I suppose, to support his wife. 

Mr. HOWE. But is it not manifest that he 
did support his wife, since she lived ? 

Mr. PRATT. Undoubtedly she didlive; but 
she died in 1869. 

Mr. HOWE. And the son did not support 
her? 

Mr. PRATT. The son did not support her. 
I cannot tell the Senator how she lived. The 
evidence is very clear and conclusive 

Mr. HARLAN. I desire to make one inquiry. 
The mere fact of the father or mother being 
poor, as I understand the pension laws, will 
not lay a foundation for a pension on account 
of the services of the son. It must appear in 
some form that the soldier had in some way 
contributed to the support of the mother or 
father who applies for a pension for the decease 
of the son. Now, in this case does it appear . 
by the testimony in any way that the father 
was supported, to any extent, by the son pre- 
vious to his enlistment or after his enlistment 
in the Army? 

Mr. PRATT. Without recollecting the par- 
ticulars of the evidence, as it is impossible to 
carry in one’s memory theevidence in so many 
cases that we are called to pass upon, I can 
only say the Commissioner of Pensions has 
found that this father was dependent upon his 
son for support, and has granted the mother a 
certificate of pension. Heis drawing a pen- 
sion now, but it dates only from March 5, 
1869. Undoubtedly upon that evidence, the 
evidence upon which the present pension was 


: granted, the application of the mother would 


have been granted upon the facts shown to the 


' Commissioner had the application been made 


in her name; but it was made in the name of 
the father, on account of a misapprehension of 
the law by the attorney whe made the applica- 
tion. That was the sole reason why it failed. 
Undoubtedly the mother would have been enti- 
tled to the pension had the application been 
made in her name. 

Mr, HARLAN. Then this- bill is merely to 
cover the intermediate period ? 

Mr. PRATT. That is the whole purpose 


' of it. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 


: third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


REFINING OF BULLION. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask the Senate to take 
up for consideration Senate bill No. 17, rela- 


; tive to the refining of gold and silver bullion 
i at the Mint of the 
| which was laid over temporarily on account of 


nited States and branches, 


my absence. 

Mr. SUMNER. There can be no objection 
to that. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I reported it from the 
Committee on Finance. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection. The bill has been read; 
it is before the Senate as in Committee of the 
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Whole; and the pending question is on the 


amendment of the Senator from Cali 
Mr. Coie. 

l Mr. NYE That bill will lead to a good deal 

of discussion. I propose to discuss it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I will simply state that 
the bill has once passed the Senate, and is 
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury and 
by all the agents of the Government who have 
examined the subject. At the same time if 
the Senator objects to its present consideration 
of course I shall not insist upon it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Being ob- 
jected to, the bill goes over. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. With the permission of 
the Chair and of the Senate I wish io give 
notice to the Committee ou Appropriations of 
the Senate that I shall move this bill as an 
amendment to the appropriation bill, on the 
ground that it tends to reduce the expenses of 
the Government in connection with the coinage 
of money. It isa legitimate subject to go upon 
that bill. I move the reference of the bill to 
the Committee on Appropriations with that 
view, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ence will be made. 


WYOMING TERRITORIAL LAWS. 
Mr. THAYER. I ask the Senate now to 


consider the bill (S. No. 616) to repeal certain 
acts passed by the territorial Legislature of 


That refer- 


Wyoming, which was passed over a few moments |! 
ago on account of the absence of the Senator `; 


from Michigan, (Mr. Howarp. } 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be 
no objection, the consideration of the bill will 
be resumed. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to 
disapprove, repeal, and declare nuil and void 
the following acts passed by the Legislature 
of the Territory of Wyoming, to wit: an act 
entitled * An act to protect railroad employés 
who are injured while performing their duties ;”’ 
also, an act entitled “An act providing for the 
collection of taxes heretofore assessed and 


lation, itseemstome. Theother acts referred 


fornia, || to in the bill before us are too long to be read 
‘| to the Senate. 


The Committee on Territories 
have had them under consideration, and think 


` they ought to be repealed. 


by 
ii 
pi 


| 


` employés to recover. 


levied in this Territory ;’’ also, an act entitled — 


“An act to create and regolate corporations.”’ 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed forathird ; 


reading, and was read the third time. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. What are those acts? 
Mr. POMEROY. I want to hear what those 
statutes are. Do they relate to voting out 
there? 


r 


Mr. RAMSEY. I imagine they relate to ;; 


female suffrage. [Laughter.] 
Mr. HOWARD. They are acts of the Ter- 
ritory of Wyoming, which were passed mani- 


festly with a view of obstructing the operations | 


of the Union Pacific Railroad Company in that 
Territory, by imposing onerous taxes upon the 
company and furnishing very unusual remedies 


for their collection; and also án act which I | 


will read in order to show the tone and temper 
of the legislation of that Territory. 


Ir is very short: 


“ Be it enacted by the Council and Honse of Represent- 
atives of the Territory af Wyoming, That any person 


in the employment of any railroad company in this | 
Territory who may be killed by any locomotive, car, | 


or other rolling stock or property of said company, 


whether in the performance of his duty or otherwise, | 


his widow or heirs may have the same right of action 
for damages against such company as if said person 


Any agreement he made, whether verbal or written, 
to hold such company harmless or free from an action 
for damages in the event of such killingshall be null 
and void, and shall not be admitted as testimony in 
behalf of said company in any action for damages 
which may be brought against them; and any person 
in the employ of said company who may be injured 
„by any locomotive, car, or other rolling stock of said 
Y company, or by other property of said company, 
shall have his action for damages against said com- 
pany the same asif he were not in the employ of 
said company; and no agreement to the contrary 
shall be admitted as testimony in behalf of said 
company, 
.,| Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from and after 
its passage.” 


That is a most extraordinary piece of legis- 


per |; person ro killed was not in the employ o 
I desire : 
the attention of Senators to it while I read it. | 


| of it again? 


: Chamber. 


J act provides that— 
20 killed was not in the employ of said company. |. p E 


| said com 


| ploy of said company who may , 
‘ locomotive, car, or other rolling stock of said com- 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I am not quite clear | 
that that act of the territorial Legislature of | 
Wyoming is not a proper one. There has been | 
a great conflict of decisions, as I understand, ` 
in the courts as to the right of the employé of 
a railroad company to recover damages for 
injuries that he sustains while in the employ | 
of the company, upon this principle, that he - 
being himself engaged in the business of the 


company, in running the machinery, ought not '; 


to be allowed to recover damages for any in- 
jary he sustains, because if he could it would . 
induce carelessness, and the public good re- 
quires that the employés of the company should 
run the hazard of any injury they may sus- 
tain in order to superinduce vigilance on their 
part. That is the principle, as I understand 
it, which some of the courts have held. But, 
on the other hand, why ought not the employé 
of u railroad company to recover where the 
injury does not result at all from his fault, just 
as much as anybody else? Suppose that the 
machinery is bad; that in consequence of the 
defect of a wheel to which he in no way çon- 
tributed, a brakeman is injured, why should 
he not recover just as well as a passenger on 


Mr. SUMNER. The old law was otherwise. 


the train? | 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Bat there is a conflict | 


of decisions en that subject. Now, the terzi- 


torial Legislature of Wyoming, as I under- 
stand, have passed a law. authorizing these | 
Of course they cannot | 


recover in a case where they themselves are 
gailty of negligence. 

Mr. NYE. 
lature says the company shall not put that fact . 
in evidence. That is the trouble. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; the law does not 
provide that if the injury arises from. theirown ; 
negligence they shall recover. | 

Mr. NYE. lt says thatshall not be pleaded. | 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Where the injury arises | 
from their own neglect. 

Mr. HOWARD. [read the act. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not so understand 
it. If that is so, of course itis wrong. Will | 
the Senator be good enough to read that part | 


Mr. HOWARD. It reads as follows: 

“That any person in the employment of any rail- 
road company in this Territory who may be killed 
by any locomotive, car, or other rolling stock or 
property of said company, whether in the perform- 
ance of his duty or otherwise” — 

It is plainly intended to cover every case 
where injury is done to him by the’ machinery 
of the company, whether in the performance of 
bis daty or otherwise— 

“ his widow or heirs may have the same right of 
ection for damages against such company as if said 

said com- 
pany. Any agreement he made, whether verbal or 
written, to hold such company harmless or free from 
an action for damages in the event of such killing 
shall be null and void” —— 


Mr. WARNER. I ask the Senator from 
Michigan to speak a little louder. We cannot 
hear a word he says on this side of the 


his act of the territorial Legis- |, 


Mr. HOWARD. The second clause of this 


“Any agreement he’’— 
That is, the employé— 


* made, whether verbal or written, to hold such 
company harmless or free from an action for dam- 
ages in the event ofsuch killing shall be nuil and void, 
and shail not be admitted as testimony in behalf of 
pany in any action for damages which may 

t against them; and any person in the om- 
e injured by any 


be broug 


that the employé of the company is to be put 
a the same footing as any other person. 

OW, are we prepared to say that that is not 
right? Some of the courts in this country have 
held that an employé of a company is upon the 
same footing as any other person; and I think 
the Supreme Court of the United States were 
equally divided in opinion as to whether the 
employé ofa company could recover damages 
for an injury that he sustained which did not 
arise out of any negligence of his. 

Mr. NYE. That is not this case. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, that is exactly this 
law. Now, if the territorial Legislature of 
Wyoming thinks proper to pass a law placing 
the employés upon the same footing as any 
other persons, | am not prepared to say that 
that is wrong ; and that is all I understand that 
law todo. It does not go any further than 
that. It isa question of some very consider- 
' able importance. 
| Mr. SCOTT. If the Senator from Illinois 
| will permit me, it strikes me the law, as I heard 
` it read, makes a difference between the cases 
i he refers to and the case provided for in it. 
! The question presented in the cases referred to 
was whether one employé could recover from 
a railroad company when his injury was caused 
; by the negligence of another employé, and in 
| those cases it was held that he was at the risk; 
but the Legislature here, if I understand it, 
gives the employé the right to recover notwith- 
standing his injuries may have been the result 
of bis own negligence. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No. If it did, itwould 
be wrong; but I do not understand it so. 

Mr. HOWARD. Willthe Senator hear the 
language of the first clause of the law again? 
| I think he will see occasion to review his 
opinion : 

“That any person in the employment of any rail- 
road company in this Territory who may be killed 
by any locomotive, car, or other rolling stock or 
property of any railroad company, whether in the 

erformance of his duty or otherwise, his widow or 

eirs may have the same right of action for damages 
against such company as if said porson so killed was 
not in the employ of said company.” 
i It gives a right of action in every case where 
| death takes place, where the person killed is 
| in the employment of the company, no matter 
whether he is negligent or not; that is utterly 
immaterial under this first clause of the law. 
In every such case the right is given to the 
widow or to the heirs to bring suit against the 
company and to collect damages for the death 
of the decedent. It does not matter whether 
he was negligent or not. The case would grow 
out of the statute exclusively, for the common 
law in sucha case affords no remedy whatever, 
as the Senator very well knows, and the stat- 
ute must be carried out according to its letter 
and plain intention. The statute does not 
require, in order to sustain an action in such a 
case, that the party himself should have been 
guilty of no negligence. It is sufficient under 
the statute if he is killed by any of the machin- 
ery of the company, and any agreement he 
may make with the company exonerating them 
from that liability is held by the statute to be 
void, and the company cannot plead it or pre- 
sent it in evidence. 

Mr. THAYER. Let me submit this ques- 
sion to the Senator from Illinois: if the party 
voluntarily relinquishes all claim for damages 
in such a case ought the Legislature to interlere 
and set aside that agreement which he makes? 
It is part of the contract. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think that would not 
make any difference. It is against public pol- 
icy. The public policy of the country requires 
that caution should be observed and great pru- 
dence upon these great thoroughfares, and to 
allow a party to enter into a contract of that 


any, or by other property of said company, shall 
ave his action for damages against said company 
the same as if he were not inthe employ of said com- 
pany, and no agreement to the contrary shall be 


| admitted as testimony in behalf of said company.” 


Mr. TRUMBULL. It only amounts to this, 


sort, s0 as to excuse the company and take 
away the inducement to great care and caution 
j on these lines of communication, would be 
detrimental to the public interest; and it is 
doubtful, at least, whether such a contract as 
| that ought to be permitted to be made. 
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Mr. DAVIS. I think that law of Wyoming 
is just about right, or very nearly so. I have 
known two or three brakesmen to be killed 
from the breaking of a chain connected with | 
their brake. It would certainly be wrong to | 
say that a brakesman who met his death from 
the breaking of a chain upon which his safety 
depended should not have canse of action: ‘| 
Suppose that in that case death ensues, not 
only to that brakesman, but to another em- , 
ployé upon the train; he certainly ought to 
ave a remedy against the company for the 
defect in that chain or any other part of the 
mechinery. It might be that that criminal’ 
defect of the machinery might produce the 
death of several employés upon the train. 
‘That onghe not to deprive them of a remedy 
against the company. I admit—and I do not: 
think the law could receive such a construc- 
tion—that where the accident resulted from 
the negligence of the employé he should not 
have a right of action and be indemnified for 
the consequences of his own neglect. I gug- 
gest that an amendment be made to the law, 80 
as to make an exception where the occurrence 
results from the negligence of the employé. 
In every other case certainly every employé . 
who is injured upon a railroad train ought to: 
have a remedy against the company. ‘There- 
fore, this bill ought not to pasa except simply 
to repeal the law so far as it may be supposed 
to have application to giving to persons in the 
employment of a railroad company a cause of 
action for occurrences that have been the re- 
sult of their own neglect. There everybody 
will say that they ought not to have the right 
to sue. But the idea of aman being bound by 
his own contract not to sue for damages is pre- 
pesterous. How many-tens of thousands of 
times do common carriers advertise that they 
will nat be responsible for damage to property 
er life; but it would be against public policy 
and it would be against humanity to allow atch | 


contracts to be made, There is nothing that | 


would be more against publio policy than that. | 
If the honorable Senator from Michigan will 
restrict the repéal of this law simply to cases in | 
which the employé had been gailty of neglect, | 
and restrict him in his right to sue in such 
cases, I suppose everybody would agree to it. | 


Beyond that. I believe the law as enacted by ` 


the Territory of Wyoming is exactly right. 


Mr. HOWARD. Of coarse at common law ` 


in certain cases an: employé may bring a suit 
against the company for damages done te his 
person; but we all know very well that if he 
has been guilty ot any negligence in the per- 
formance of his duty; especially if that negleet 
has brought upon him the accident, he has no | 
tight to reeovery; Bo that we have a law suffi: | 
cient for that purpose already.’ The common | 
law itself, the nursing mother, as it is éalled | 
in reference to statutes, provides a sufficient | 
remedy. i | 
Mr. DAVIS: The honorable Senator will | 
permit me to suggest that I understood him as 
giving a construction to this act of the terri: 


torial Legislature inconsistent with that prin: || 


ciple of the comnion law. ; a 

Mr. HOWARD. Undoubtedly the act itself, 
in my jadgment, is utterly inconsigtent with 
the rules of the common law. Bt 

Mr. DAVIS. 
gives the right of action to an employé where 
he has been guilty of neglect. 
admit it would be erroneous; but so soon as 
that erroneous feature of it was expunged by 
an amendment I should think tue law would 
be exactly right. f 

Mr. BAYARD. 
scarcely prepared to vote upon thie matter of 
the repeal of a statute of the Territory of. 
Wyoming until we have that statute more dis: | 
tinctly before us. The bill is reported here to | 
repeul certain laws, giving their titles only. 
The sabstance of them has uot been before 
the Senate, although I understood the honor. | 
able Senator from Michigan—-— 


Ido not think it is untess it $ 


| 
i 
t 
i 


it Miscellaneous Document No. 67 of this 
session. . 

Mr. BAYARD. I am aware that the hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan is reading from 
a copy of it; but I have not seen any myself, 


nor do I know where it can be procured. But 


I will say this much: it is no objection per se 
that a statute should work a modification of 
the common law. There are few States in 
the Union in which the common law bas not 
been modified with great advantage to the ex- 
isting state of affairs. The most customary 
one is a modification of that rule of the com- 
mon law which forbids the survivancy of on 
action for personal injuries. We all know that 
almost all the States now have statutory pro- 
visions by which a person who is killed by one 
of these railroad companies—I do not mean an 
employé; I mean a passenger or any other 
person not being a. trespasser on their works— 
ias a right of action surviving to his legal 
representatives, which could not be done at 
common law. Who shall doubt that a widow 


is entitled, most properly, to compensatian : 
where her husband, who is her sole means of - 
support, has been swept out of existence by | 
the criminal negligence of one of these rail- ` 


read corporations? It is a very frequent 
method-ef amending the common law and per- 
fecting the common law by statute. 

. Now, a word in regard to thie proposition, 
All that I gather in regard to it is from hearing 
the’ statite of Wyoming read by the Senator 
from Micbigan,. I have not had the oppor- 
tunity of examining it, but I thiulk it ought to 
be examined hy. the Senate before they pro- 
pose to repeal a law without knowing precisely 
what they are repealing. . 1 am not prepared 


to say that there ought not to be an additional 
! modification of that rule of the common law 


which’ prohibits an employé from recovering 
for damages received by him iu his incidental 


employment. The cases which touch that prin- : 


ciple have been subjected to a great deal of 
refined reasoning both in England gud in this 
country, and the difference between the rules 
ot whidh those cases have been decided is not 
always very tangible or distinct. The matter 
is open for very general and very serious dis- 
cussion as to whether a man, by entering the 
service of one of these great corporations and 


| contributing by his own negligence nothing to 


the injury he receives, should thereby be de- 
prived of every right, either for himself, if he 


survives, or of his representatives at law should * 
he die, to receive ‘compensation from the cor- ,, 


foe the negligence of whose agents has 
ost him his health and perhaps life itself. I 
say that the principle is a very serious and a 
very grave one ;,and I am not disposed lightly 


ta take from a.Territory..the power to pass 


legislation affecting the corporations within itg 


own limits which shall give to the employé the | 


same right of action that any other person 
would have for negligence from which he had 
suffered. : 

Mr.D 
Delaware has just stated is- the whole efect of 
this law. i ; 


.. Mr. BAYARD. My honorable friend from , 
Keatucky was-referring to the nullity of releases - 


in advance for injuries. That is upon a very 
plain rule, that_you cannot release a possibil- 


' ity of actigp, -You-cannot retegse the action, 
Hf it does, 1 


because it has notcome. That is.a very com- 


' mon principle; andit is upon that ground that 


| the 


| all these attempts of railroad corporations in 
| the country to impress upon their free tickets, 
eo | or to impress upon their various certificates 
I suggest that we are | 


of travel, a contract between themselves aud 
passenger or between themselves and the 

ods which they undertake to carry, whieh 
shall release them from their obligatian as 
common carriers, have been overruled under 
the high policy of the country to carry safely 
where they undertake to carry at all. It will 
be an evil day fur our country when those cor- 
porations shall be able to absolve themselves 


Mr. HOWARD. The statute itself is found l! from that obligation. 


AVIS. The position the Senator from | 


This act of the Territory of Wyoming hag 
just been placed upon my desk. My oppor- 
i| tunity to examine it has been very slight. As 
| I think, this ia a very grave subject, touching 
: the fortunes and the comfort and the happi- 

ness of a very large body of men who have not 
` too many advocates in this Chamber—1 mean 

the employés of railroad corporations—and I 

am disposed to ask that this bill be passed over 

until a proper examination of it can be had. 
' he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
' from Delaware objects, aud the bill will go 
over, under the rule. 

Mr. HARLAN. Iwill inquire of the hon- 
orable Senator if he will not be willing to let 
it pass over informally until he can look at the 


law? 
Mr. BAYARD. I only mean that it be 
passed over for the purpose of justifying my- 
' gelf in voting upon it, for 1 think itis a serious 
' question. 

Mr. HARLAN. The Senator would be 
willing to have it taken up to-morrow? 

Mr. BAYARD. Ido not mean to obstruct 
the passage of the bill; but it shouid be con- 
sidered before its passage. 

Mr. STEWART. I will suggest to the Sen- 
ator that there are some other acts proposed 
to be repealed by this bill, and he would con- 
i cur in their repeal. The bill ought to pass so 
` as to repeal some of those acts beyond doubt. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [ think that is so. I 
understand from the Senator from Michigan 
that there are other statutes which provide for 

“appointing a receiver under certain circum- 
© stances to take control of this great road by 
| the courts of Wyoming. I think those statutes 
ought to be repealed. 

Rite. BAYARD. Iam perfectly aware of the 
| ample discretionary power of Congress to re- 
; vise the legislation of a Territory; but I think 
| ina matter of this sort, affecting the private 
rights of a class of men who have so little 
| power of making themselves heard here, it 
should be acted upon with deliberation and 


care. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER.. The Chair 
understands the Seaator from Delaware to 
|| object to the further consideration of this bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. For the present. 

Mr. HARLAN. I understood the Senator 
to say that he was willing it might be passed 
over informally to give him on opportunity of 
looking at the statutes. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. THAYER. Say until Monday. 

Mr. HOWE. I was about to ask whether 
there was any serious objection to recommit- 
ting this bill to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Oh, no; not to the 
It belongs to the Ter- 
They have had charge 


; Judiciaty Committee. 
ritorial Committee. 

+ of it. 

» Mr. HOWE. If that is objected to I shall 
|; not press it. 

| Mr: TRUMBULL. There is no need of 
| pecommitting it. I think we have discussed 
| this question sufficiently. The Committee on 
; Territories has examined it. 

_ Mr. HOWE. The pointis this: the Senator 
| from Michigan, who is a good lawyer, as every: 
| body knows, differs as to the construction of 
this Wyoming act with the Senator from Illi- 
| nois, who everybody knows is a good lawyer. 
| Now, upon that point 1 am bound to say I agree 
with the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. HOWARD. Then there are two lawyers 
against one. 

Mr. HOWE. Yes, there are two, lawyers 
against one. I cannot think that the Wyom- 
| ing act has any other object in view but this, 
| to place the employés of the railroad com- 
| pauy upon the same. footing precisely that 
|| strangers are placed when injured by the oper- 

ations of the company. When a stranger to 
| the company sues the company for damages 
|| sustained the question is whether the injury 
i| is the result of his carelessness or of the care- 


1870. 
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lessness of the defendant. That precise.ques- 
tion is raised, or ought to be raised, when an 
employé sues the company. But when an 
employé sues the company, they have some- 
times defended, and defended successfully, | 
upon the ground that being „employed by the 
company about its business he was bound to | 
work at his peril; that public policy required |, 
that he should be held to work at his peril | 
and that the company should not be respons- | 
ibleto him, no matter whose the fault might | 
be, for the injury; that the company should | 
not be responsible to the employé. Now, ii 
that is as unjust to my mind as any rule of law | 


ean be. If it bethe fault of the company that | 
the employé is injured, the company should 
respond to the employé just as much as to 
another individual. : 

Another defense which these companies have ` 
sometimes attempted to provide for themselves 
is to stipulate with the employé that he shall ': 
work at hisperil,and that if aninjury happens | 
to him he shall not sue the company.: These | 
two defenses the Wyoming act undertakes to | 
set aside, and only these two, ag I read it. It 
ig true the first clause of the act says: 

“That any person in the employment of any rail- 
road company in this Territory wha may be killed 
by any locomotive, car, or other rolling stock of said 
company, whether in the performance of his duty 
or otherwise, his widow or ben may have the same 
right of action,” &¢. 

What does that mean? Not whether he is 
careless or not, but whether he is. actually on 
duty at the time; if, for instance; he is a con- 
ductor, whether he is tunning on the train or 
not; whether he is on ot off the train; not the 


question whether he.ia the guilty party or not | 


whether it is his careleasnegs or not; but sim- |! 


i! court for the district of California; but such 
‘shall not operate as astay of proceedings unless the : 
| minister shall certify that there is probable causeto | 


“ ply whether he is in actual service at the time 

the injury happens or.not. ; ; 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from Dela- 
ware has objected to the further consideration of 
this bill: It is therefora not before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thisdebate 
is not in order. The Senator from Delaware 
at firat objected to the further consideration of 
the bill, but subsequently consented that it be 

_ laid aside informally. In either case; debate | 

is not ia order. eae 

Mr. HOWE. Debate will not be in order 
but a moment longer. J was about to con- 
clude. - It is because this difference of opinion |, 
‘arises here between these authorities as to the 
meaning of the Wyoming act that it ocenrred 
to me it might be proper to have the judgment 
of the Judiciary Committee upon it. l 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That would not settle 
it.. The same difference would arise. 

Mr. HOWE. Ishall not make the motion. 
I shall allow it to go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
bill will be read. - i ; 


POWERS OF MINISTERS AND CONSULS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 632). to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An 
act to carry into effect provisions of the treaties 
between the United States, China, Japan, Siam, 
Persia, and: other countries, giving certain 
judicial powers to ministers and consuls and 
other functionaries of the United Statesin those 
countries, and for other purposes,” approved 
June 22, 1860; which was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations re- 
ported the bill with an amendment, to strike 
out all of the original bill after the enacting 
clause and to insert in lieu thereof the follow- 
ing: 

, That the act of Congress entitled “An act to. 

into effect provisions of the treaties between. the 
United States, China, Japan, Siam, Persia, and other 
countries, giving certain judicial powers to ministers 
and consuls, or other functionaries of the United 
States in those countries, and for other purposes,” 
approved June 22, 1860, so far as the same is in con- 
formity with the stipulations of the treaty with Mad- 
agasear, is hereby extended to.that country, and it 
shall be executed in conformity with the provisions 


Le 
o 


-not to exoe 


of the treaty and the usages of Christian nations in 
guch cases; and the act shall, in the game manner, 
extend to any country of like character with which ; 


4ist Cona. 2p Suss.—No. 194. 


the United States may -hereafter enter into treaty 


lations. , 
rake. p And be i further enacted, That the superior 


‘judicial authority conferred on the consul general or 
-eonsul residing at the capital of any country men- 


tioned in such act, or herein provided for. including 
the power to make decrees and regulations, is hereby 
vested in the Secretary of State for the time being. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That when any - 


final judgment of the minister to China, or to Japan, 


is givenin the exercise of original or ofappellatecrim- . 


inal n 
or offense, if he considers the judgment erroneous in 


appeal 


urisdiction, the person charged with the crime `: 


grant the same, where the stay shall be such as the : 


interests of justice may require. 


Suc. 4. And be i further enacted, That on any final : 


judgment in a consular court of China or Japan 


whero the matter in dispute exceeds $500, and docs |! 


not exceed $2,500, exclusive of costs, an appeal shall 
be allowed to the minister in such country, as the 
case may be: Provided, That the appellant complies 
with the conditions established by general regula- 


© tions; and the ministers aro hereby authorized and ` 


required to receive, hear, and determine such appeals, 
Ske. 5. And be it further enacted, ‘hat where the 


matter in dispute, exclusive of costs, exceeds thesum . 
of $2,500, an appeal shall be allowed to the circuit , 


court for the district of California; and upon such 


appeal a transcript of the libel, bill, answer, deposi- © 


tions, and all other proceedings in the cause shall be | 


dence shall be received on the hearing of the appeal ; 
aud the appeals shail be subject to the rules, regula- 
tions, and restrictions prescribed in law for writs of 
error from district courts of the United States. 

, SEC: 6. And be it further enacted, That on any final 
judgment of the minister tq China or to Japan, given 
in the exercise of original jurisdiction, where tho 
matter in dispute, exclusive of costs, exceeds $2,500, 
an appeal shall be allowed to the circuit court as 
provided in the last section. A A A 

SEC. 7. And be it furiher enacted, That the circuit 
court of California is hereby authorized and required 
to receive, hear, and determine the appeals provided 
for Ps thig act, and the decisions of. such court shall 

e final. . 

SEC, 8, And be i further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent is hereby authorized to allow in the adjust- 
ment of the accounts of the consul general at Shang- 
hae the actual expense of the rent of a suitable 


'-building, to be used as 2 prison for American con- 


victs in China, not te exceed $1,500 a year; and 
also the wages of the keepers of the same, and for 
the care of offenders, not to excéed $5,000 a year; 
and to allow in the adjustment of the accounts of 
the consuls at other ports in China the actual 
$5,000 a year. 


enders, not to exceed in all 


Sze, 9. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- | 


dent is hereby authorized to allow in the adjust- 
ment of the accounts of the consul at Kanagawa the 
actual expense of the rent ofa suitabja building, to 
‘be used as a prison for American conv 


ed $750 


not to excced $2,500 a year; and to allo 
justment of tho consuls at other ports in Japan the 


‘actual. expense of the hireof constables and the care 


of offenders, not to exceed in all, $2,500 a year. 

The amendment was agreed to. . - 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 
i? : HARBIET E. PARKER. 

- The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1669) for the relief of Harriet E. 
Parker; which was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It declares Harriet E. 
Parker to be entitled to all the rights which her 


‘husband, William H. Parker, deceased, may 


have had as discoverer to two small islands in 
the South Pacific ocean, called Johngon’s and 
Agnes’s Islands, situated in latitude 16° 46” 
north, and longitude 169° 20’ west. It also 
allows twelve months from its passage to her 


‘to perfect title to the islands, and provide for 


and secure her interests therein, as if it had 
been done by William H. Parker, deceased, 
within twelve months after his death. 


bill with an amendment, to insert in section 
two, line three, after the word ‘'game,’’ the 


words ‘‘by possession and occupation; #0 | - 


that the section will read: 


That twelve months from the passage of this act 


are hereby allowed to the said Harriet B. Parker to | 


perfect title tothe same by possession and occupa- 

tion, and provide for and secure her interests therein 

as if the same had 

g Farker, deceased, within twelve months after his 
eath. . 


The amendment was agreed to. 


zpense of the hire of constables and the care of : 


cts in Japan, | 
a year; and also the wages of the | 
keepers of the same, and for the cano of offenders, | 

allow in the ad- | 


|; transmitted to the circuit court; and no new evi- | 


1 Mr. POMEROY. 


-- ‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 

It was ordered that the amendment be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time. 
- The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. POMEROY. Thope the Senator who 
reported this bill will state in a few words what 
vitis.. [do not understand it. 


Mr. SPENCER. ‘The bill explains itself 


point of law, may appeal therefrom to the circuit $ fally. It appears that in 1852 Mr. Parker dis- 


: covered some small islands of guano in the 
South Pacific ocean. .In 1857 he regularly 
and peaceably ‘‘ possessed’? them under the 
| act of Congress. On repairing to Washington 
to file the required bond he died suddenly 
| pending the application. The present law does 
| not convey to Mrs. Parker property laft in this 
i condition. The loss of an only son Ge whom 
i she depended) in the war of the Union, a 
| minor at his father’s death, has delayed her 
| till now, as also the lack of means. It further 
` appears that no other parties possess or claim 
these islands. The simple reason for the intro- 
duction of this bill is that the time had expired 
within which application should be made. 
Owing to the death of her. husband and ignor- 
. ance of the law on her part the application was 
not made within the proper time. 
The rights that he ac- 
quired under that act of Congress are good to 
i his legal representatives. < 
Mr. SPENCER. She thinks not, and her 
attorney thinks not, and hence the necessity for 
the passage of this bill. The Committee on 
Commerce unanimously reported the bill. 
“Mr. POMEROY. I cannot understand how 
he had rights that did not descend to his repre- 
sentatives. 


Mr. SPENCER. Mrs. Parker thinks not, 


|| and we ought to settle that question. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not underdtand how 
two islands in the South Pacific ocean can be 


i! in latitude 16° 46’ ‘north. The South Pacific 


ocean is not north ofthe equator, is it? 
‘Mr. SPENCER. No; the South Pacific: 

ocean is not north of the equator, certainly. 
Mr: TRUMBULL. | This bill speaks of two 

i islands in the South Pacific ocean, * situated 

in latitude 16° 46’ north, and longitude 169° 

20/ west.’’ It strikes me that is inconsistent. 
Mr. COLE. That is easily remedied by 

striking out the word ‘South’ before ‘‘ Pa- 


lay n 


Cc. 
|i Mr. TRUMBULL. That is easily corrected ; 


but this, it seems to me, may bea bill of some 
importance. _ 

Mr. DRAKE. Oughtnotthe word ‘north’’ 
to come out of the other place— latitude 16° 
46’ north ?”’ ; 

Mr. COLE. Oh, no; I suppose the islands 
are really north of the equator. 

__ Mr. CORBETT. I presume they are north 
of the equator. 

Mr. COLE. I do not know anything about 
it myself, ` 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. There ia a misdeserip- 


| 
- The Committee on Commerce reported the | 


i tion, evidently. 
Mr. COLE. Strike out the word ‘' South.’’ 


ii Mr. SPENCER. This bill has already 
:| passed the House. : 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. It would seem to me 


' thatthe Committee on Foreign Relations ought 
: to look at this bill. 
| Mr. SUMNER. What is it? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. A bill which declares 
Harriet E. Parker entitied to all the rights her 
husband may have as discoverer of two small 
i islands “in the South Pacific ocean, latitude 


i; 16° 46’ north,’’ which must be a mistake. 


Mr: SUMNER. _I should say so. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘And longitude 169° 207 
i west;’’? and ‘‘that twelve months from the 
passage of this act are hereby allowed to the 


' said Harriet E. Parker. to perfect title to the 


been done by the said Wiliam | 8406, by possession and occupation, and pro- 


, Vide for and secure her interest therein,” &c. 
|. Mr. SUMNER. That is all new to me, and 
i it seems very important. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. The bill evidently needs 
amendment. 
Mr. SUMNER. I think it ought to be 
looked into. It had better go over. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, The bill is 
objected to, and will be passed over. 
COWAN AND DICKINSON. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


i 


p 


| | 


tee about the facts, namely, that this much cot- 
ton was appropriated and used in the defense 
‘of Knoxville; that it has been really lost to 
i the owners; that the owners were men of un- 
queevonsble loyalty; that they never have 
erived a single penny from all this cotton; 


| that it was taken in the fall of 1868, and they 
` have been diligently prosecuting their claim 


{S. No. 764) for the relief of Cowan & Dick- | 


inson, of Knoxville, Tennessee. 

The bill was read. 
priate $64,128 to the firm of Cowan & Dickin- 
son, of Knoxville, Tennessee, in full compen- 
sation for two hundred and fifty-six bales of 


It proposes to appro- ` 


cotton belonging to them, seized and taken by - 


order of General Burnside, on the 17th and 
18th days of November, 1863, and used in the 
fortifications for the defense of Knoxville and 


the army, at the time of the assault by the | 
forces under General Longstreet and the sub- — 


sequent seizure of that city, and of which cot- 
ton said firm have been wholly deprived. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What became of the cot- 
ton? Is there a report? 


which is misprinted. Itis printed ‘‘ seizure,” 
when it should be ‘siege,’ in the phrase 
‘s siege of that city.’? The report is rather a 
long one, but as the amount appropriated in 
the bill is large, I dare say the Senate would 
like to hear the facts. I do not call for the 
reading of the report unless some Senator de- 
Bires it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I call for the reading. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the report 
submitted by Mr. Pratt, from the Committee 
on Claims, on the 7th of April; but when a few 
paragraphs had been read, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That case involves a | 
very considerable amount. I wish to inquire | 


of the Senator from Indiana why it should not 
go to the Court of Claims, which has jurisdic- 
tion of the most of the cotton cases? That 
court has been investigating a great many of 


them, not perhaps exactly like this ; but if the | 


Court of Ciaims has not jurisdiction of this par- 
ticular case, why not giveit jurisdictionand send 
it there? This testimony is ex parte ; it is the 
statement of the parties themselves. I know 
nothing of the claim; it may be entirely just 
and proper, but it seems to me that a claim of 
this character ought to go before the Court of 


about it. i 

Mr. SUMNER. I would add one further 
remark to what the Senator from Illinois has 
gaid. Itseems to me that it is imprudent in 
us to undertake to deal with these cases one 


against the Government through the Depart- 
ments and before Congress ever since. 

. After the exhausting examination of the evi- 
dence in the case by the committee I do not 
myself see anything to be gained by referring 
this case to the Court of Claims. We have 


` evidence of the very highest nature from the | 


War Department of the appropriation of this 
cotton, and of its value dof its loss, and that 
the claimants in this case have never received 
a dollar. : 
Mr. SHERMAN. How was it lost? 
Mr. PRATT. I will proceed to state. 
was 
forti 


It 


< to the depot, there were some ninety bales that, 


|| a pound. 


by one. They ought to be dealt with in some | 


general way, on some peneral principle, either 


through the Court of Claims or through acom- | 


mission, Let the Court of Claims reportupon ` 


them or a commission report uponthem. Then 
we shall see them all together; we shall see 
-what they amount to and what is their charac- 
ter, and we can act accordingly. ButI confess 
‘myself very much at fault in undertaking to 
act upon a case like this presented singly. Of 
course if we act favorably it will be.a pre- 
. cedent, and we must act in the same way on 
the next case and the next case. 
Mr. POMEROY. Let us pass it over. 
Mr. SUMNER. Very well. 
throwing out whatseemed to me a general idea 
- applicable to this class of cases, and I doubt 
seriously whether itis advisable for us to 
: undertake to deal with them singly. We ought 
to act on them on some general principle. 


i through the inattenti d carelessness of the 
Mr. PRATT. There isoneword in that bill a Cmec's in charze of the fortificatio 


officers in charge of the fortifications, were 
‘stolen or taken away during the night time. 


pat into the fortifications, and while in the | 
cations, before it was gathered and taken |; 
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relief to the Committee on Claims, and I be- 
lieve a great relief to claimants themselves; 
but I wish if this case goes there that the Senate 
will be prepared to send other cases in the 
same direction. ` 

Mr. SUMNER. I would not now undertake 
to prejudge this case at all; but I fall back upon 
a remark I made a moment ago, that it seems 
to me not advisable to act on this alone; and 
on that account, and, as I say, without intend- 
ing to express any definitive opinion on the 
case, I object now to its further consideration, 
and I doit in the hope that some system may 
be matured by which adequate justice shall be 
done in all these cases, not to any one, not 
particularly to any one who may succeed in 
obtaining the favor of one of our committees 
and the potential support of the Senator from 


| Indiana, but that all of them may be treated 


alike by being considered before the Court of 
I am not so 
distrustful as my friend from Wisconsin is, I 
think that we may get through Congress a 
general measure that shall deal with all these 
Let the Senator bring his ability to it 


and his knowledge, and I am sure he will be 
: successful. 


At all events, they can furnish no other theory .: : 
‘ draw his objection for one moment. 


upon which it was lost. At any rate, the cotton 


bales were minus ninety when they came to. 


gather themand take them to the depot. When 
the remainder were taken to the depot they 
were put in an exposed situation, left uncov- 
ered, exposed to the elements without any 
protection or guard whatever, and through the 
carelessness of some boys the remainder of the 
cotton was burned, the greater part of it. The 
Government did send forward some twenty 
bales, I think, to Louisville, which were sold 
and the proceeds have gone into the Treasury, 
and it appropriated and used several bales. 
| The report, if the Senate will listen to it, will 

show the disposition of all the cotton. Itisa 
| case of very great merit, in my judgment. The 
committee placed the very lowest estimate they 
could upon the value of this cotton, fifty cents 
That is the basis of the bill reported 
in favor of the claimants. I am satisfied that 
if the Senate have the patience to listen to this 
| report and to the evidence there will not remain 


| a doubt upon any one’s mind that these claim- 
‘| ants ought to be paid every dollar awarded 
i them by this bill. 

Claims, that has been investigating. the ques- : 
‘tion of loyalty and ownership of cotton and all | 


I ought to add, in favor of this claim, that the 
committee were not approached by an agent. 
If there is any agent representing this claim in 
the city I have failed to discover him. 

' Mr. HOWE. As an individual I have no 
: gort of objection, if it is thought best by the 
: Senate, that this case should go to the Court 
of Claims. 
the Senator from Massachusetts [ Mr. Sumner] 


I want to say that my own judgment is, after | 


several years’ experiment, that the idea of 
getting a general law for the settlement of such 
: claims as this is utterly impracticable. There 


i is a bill pending here, and has been some two 
, months, which proposes to authorize the Com- 


i missary 


General and the Quartermaster Gen- 


| eral tosettle for such stores as they have taken 


i been passed yet, and I do not expect to live |! 


I was merely © 


Mr. PRATT. I can say tothe Senators from ` 


Illinois and Massachusetts that if they would 
Jisten to the report and to the evidence which 


this report contains it would leave, I think, ` 


‘no doubt on their minds of the equitable claim 
of this firm of Cowan & Dickinson upon the 


Government for payment for their two hun- ii 


, dred and fifty-six bales of cotton that were lost. 


respectively. That question has been debated 
: here at considerable length. The bill has not 


to see it passed; and if such a law cannot be 
_passed, certainly you cannot establish a general 
‘ rule for the settlement of such claims as this. 


In reference to the suggestion of | 
 ator’s attention to the words he used. 


Mr. HOWE. [I hope the Senator will with- 

Mr. SUMNER. I do. 

Mr. HOWE. I feel called upon to say on 
behalf of the Committee on Claims that I think 
one remark that dropped from the mouth of 
the Senator was dropped inadvertently, and 


ii upon the whole he will not care to stand upon 


| ite 


I think the Senate will insist that they shall be | 


. tried severally, and tried by some tribunal. 


Hitherto Congress have insisted upon exclud- ` 
» ing the jurisdiction of the Quartermaster Gen- : 


eral, the Commissary General, the Auditors, 
the Court of Claims, and everybody but them- 
selves, and have been very distrusttul of them- 
selves in the settlement of these matters. 
-my judgment has been from the beginning that 


the Court of Claims was the fittest tribunal | ; 
| are to be remitted to any relief that is to come 


to determine such cases as this, and if the Sen- 
i ate will adopt that conclusion and act upon it 


There is no doubtin the minds of the commit- || it will be a great relief to the Senate, a great 


But : 


ie 
i 
i 
i 


il 


It is the suggestion that bills are brought 
forward here only from time to time as indi- 
vidual claimants can secure the favor of com- 
mittees. I do not know but that the Senator’s 
observation of the bills reported here from the 
Committee on Claims has led him to the con- 
clusion that claimants are indebted to the favor 
of that committee when they get a report in 
their favor. Thatis not my judgment of the 
matter. I have really supposed that the Com- 
mittee on Claims considered these matters 
somewhat conscientiously. 

Mr. SUMNER. I know they do. 

Mr. HOWE. The Senator says aside that he 
knows they do. 

Mr. SUMNER. I say it openly; and now 
allow me to interrupt my friend to say that he 
has entirely misinterpreted the language that 
I employed. I certainly had no such idea as 
he attributes to me. No one in this Chamber 
knows better than I do the fidelity and con- 
science and ability that my friend brings to his 
duties. I feel that always, and. I defer very 
much tohis judgment. If Iused an accidental 


| phrase I hope the Senator will overlook it. 


Mr. HOWE. I only wanted to call the ae 
I di 

not want to put any idea in his mouth. I 
thought the words were inadvertently used, and 


| I am sare they did the Committee on Claims 


injustice. I do not speak, of course, of myself; 
but I think the committee is a very laborious 
one, and I think I am authorized to say it is a 
conscientious one. 

Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President——- 

Mr. POMEROY. This bill is objected to. 
I hope there will be no further discussion 
about it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


|; Kansas objects to further discussion. 


Mr. POMEROY. Ifthe Senator from West 
Virginia desires to explain I will withdraw the 


| objection. 


Mr. WILLEY. I simply wish to remind the 


Senate that there has not been a session since 
the end of the war when the friends of these 
claims and of justice and of the honor and 
' integrity of the nation have not been pressing 


upon the consideration of Congress the pro- 


priety of organizing a special commission for 


the examination of such claims; and if now we 


from that quarter it will never come at all. | 
But what I rose more especially to say 13 
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ig: half an hour or more ago we passed a 
hilar an almost identical character, for almost 
an identical amount of cotton, used pages | 
identical purpose, and lost in a manner vi ! 
A What is the difference? The claim- ;; 
ant in that case lives in Missouri, these claim- ` 
ants live in Tennessee; and that is the ouly 
difference. Are not these claimants as loyal 
as the claimant whose bill was passed half an 
hour ago? Is not the evidence in this case 
much more positive and clear? And simply : 
because a loyal man lives in Tennessee is he | 
not to have meted to him the same justice as 
a loyal man living in Missouri? Sir, we cau- 
not afford much longer to defer justice to these 
loyal men of the South. We may save a few 
paltry dollars, but we cannot save our credit 
or the honor and character of the nation. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1f we have passed a bill 
jn like this I think we ought to reconsider it. 
bill as this. 


was not aware that we had passed just such a 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Whatis it? Imoveto . 
reconsider the vote by which the bill in refer- - 
ence to the Missouri case was passed. I was 
not aware we had passed just such a bill. 

Nr. DRAKE. I object to the reconsider- . 


ation. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I enter the motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Is that in order? 

Mr. FOWLER. I wish to make a remark 
on this bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will require 
unaniaras consent. The Senator from Kansas 


i in a former Congress. 


l 


" sides. 
. But taking advantage of the suggestion, the 


mission may be appointed to.adjust it, I think 
is extremely hard and unjust, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the next bill on the Calendar. 


0. N. CUTLER. 


Mr. HOWE. Irise to a question of order. 
As I understand the rule we are acting under, 
no business is in order except the business on 


to. Now, a short time ago a bill was passed 
here which has once before passed the Senate 
In this Congress it has 
already passed the House. I refer to the claim 
of O. N. Cutler. It came up in its order on 
the Calendar. The report was read and the 
bill passed. Just now the claim of Cowan & 
Dickinson came up, and in the course of the 
discussion upon that it was remarked by some 


Senator, I do not know by whom, that it was |; 
I think that | 
, The facts are certainly | 
Nr. PRATT. Precisely such a bill as this. ' very different; but whether it involves differ- 

a ‘ ent principles or not is a question about which 


precisely the case of O. N. Cutler. 
Senator was mistaken. 


a good deal could be said, perhaps, on both 
I think it involves a different principle. 


| 


! . 
|| Representatives. 
‘| been made. 


| 
I 


s ‘| ander which the Senate is now acting. 
the Calendar, and that only when not objected |; od th 


pose iny motion to reconsider, and I will look 
at the case and the report, and if it does not 
involve this same principle, then I shall take 
great pleasure in withdrawing the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Illinois that he is 
informed by the Secretary of a matter which 
somewhat complicates this under the order 
This 
is a House bill, and when it passed the Senate 
the fact was commanicated to the House of 
That communication has 
The motion to reconsider, there- 


|! fore, can only be entertained by first agreeing 
| to a resolution calling the bill back from the 


i 
i 


House. 
Mr. SUMNER. I hope that will be done. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. But that cannot 


be done during the execution of this order, but 
may be done to-morrow or the next legislative 


ny. 
Mr. TRUMBULL But that would be a 


| privileged question. It was not intended cer- 


Senator from Illinois moves to reconsider the : 


‘ vote by which that bill passed. 
me that under the rule we are now acting upon 
he has not the right to interpose that motion. 
It is not in order, as it strikes me; but if he 
has that right, and if he insists upon it, it is 
just as fatal to the bill for a long. time, and 

| erhaps for this session, as anything could be. 

| I hope if the Senator has the right to make 


having objected, the bill is not before the 


Mr. FOWLER. I think the Senator from | 
Kansas will withdraw his objection for a mo- ; 


ment. i 
The VICE PRESIDENT.. The Senator 


from Tennessee asks unanimous consent to be | 


heard on the question of the bill for the relief | 
of Cowan & Dickinson. 


Mr. POMEROY. I withdraw the objection '! 


if the Senator wants to make an explanation. 

Mr. WILSON. This is a violation of the | 
understanding. 

Mr. FOWLER. Thisisa most singular trans- 
action, Mr. President. Allusion has already 
been made to the case from Missouri which | 
passed without any objection this morning. I 
suppose of all the cases that have been broaght 
before the Senate of the United States on the 


subject of claims, from any section whatever, || 


this is the most meritorious one. As far as 
the loyalty of the parties is concerned I know 
of no more illustrious instance that has ever 
come before the American people than that 
of this claimant, Mr. Dickinson. In the dark- 
est days of the rebellion under no circum- 
stances did he waver from his purpose. He 
was marched into the confederate court under 
a squad of soldiers with drawn bayonets and 
ordered to take the oath of allegiance to the 
confederacy, and he said to them: ‘'Gentle- 
men, my ancestors came to this country in the 
Mayflower. I have learned to love the Gov- 
erament of the United States down to this 
time; itis my Government. That which you 
represent is not mine, and you can under no 
circumstances compel me to take the oath 
of allegiance to your government.” And he 
walked out of the court without taking that 
oath, and never did take it, but used all his 
influence and all his efforts to restore the au- 
thority of the Government of the United States 
in that section of country; and of all the men 
-of East Tennessee he is by far the most distin- 
guished for the purity of his loyalty and for his 
political principles. And now, after having 
sustained this loss for so long atime; after 
having maintained himself under these cireum- 
stances; after having been denied justice from 
his Government this long period, at the pres- 
ent time to have his claim postponed, with the 
_bare hope that at some time or other a com- 


i from Wisconsin presents that as a 


i Illinois to withdraw 


‘ the motion—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
oint o 

| order to the Chair the Chair will decide it. If 
` he presents it as an appeal to the Senator from 


from Illinois will decide it. 

Mr. HOWE. Ididpresume upon the pecu- 
| liar character of the case to submit it to both 
of you at once. I do think it is not in order; 
and if it is in order I really hope the Senator 
from Illinois will not press it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
decide the point of order so far as it is sub- 
mitted to him. He holds that a motion to 
reconsider is in order ; but by the order adopted 
by the Senate it cannot be considered during 
the continuance of this order for the consider- 
ation of the bills on the Calendar which are 
not objected to. 

Mr. POMEROY. Themotion canbe entered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion can 
be entered, and that is all that can be done, 
except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. In answer to the appeal 
of my friend from Wisconsin I will say that I 
have not looked into the case of Cutler; but 
when the case of Cowan & Dickinson came 
up it seemed to me to involvea very important 
principle, whether we should pay for cotton 
that was used by our Army in erecting fortifi- 
cations; and if we pay for cotton I do not 


was used, for the timber that was used, and 


i for everything that was used by our Army in 


the South in erecting fortifications, and there- 
| fore I was not willing that the Dickinson case 
should pass in this way without an opportunity 
of examining it. I was then informed by 
the Senator from West Virginia that the 
Cutler case involved precisely the same prin- 
ciple. I was in the Senate when the case of 


aside, and by other matiers, at the moment, 
and did not understand fully the Cutler case. 
| Now, when informed that it involves the same 
principle, I am bound to say that I am unwill- 


favor of one party that I object to passing in 
favor of another party when the principle is 
the same, and therefore I feel bound to inter- 


is motion the Senator | 


know why we should not pay for the earth that | 


Cutler passed and asked to have the report | 
read, but I was interrupted by being called | 


ing to sit here and allow a claim to passin | 


It seems to | 


tainly to prevent motions to reconsider. I make 
the motion for the necessary order to be entered, 
if it requires an order. I did not suppose the 
fact of the passage of the bill had been commu- 
nicated so quickly to the other House. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is in- 
formed that it has been. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will make the motion, 
then, to recall the bill. 

Mr. HOWE. I ask the Senator to hold back 
his motion until to-morrow. He will lose no 
right by the lapse of time. In the mean time 
he can look at the report and see if he cares to 
make such a motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The bill seems to have 
gone very hastily to the other House, and very 


| likely it will be found to be beyond our reach 


if this motion is not made now. I think the 
motion had better be made at once. 

Mr. HOWE. I object. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not think the Sen- 
ator can object to a privileged motion of this 


_kind. It relates to the business that is trans- 
iring. 
E The VICE PRESIDENT. That istrue; but 


all resolutions by a positive rule of the Senate 
must lie over one day if objected to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does that apply to a 
resolution to reconsider? This isa part of the 
reconsidering resolution. Suppose this were 
the last day for a reconsideration; suppose this 
bill passed two days ago, and this were the last 
day that I could move a reconsideration, should 
I lose the right to make the motion? Is that 
the understanding? Is a Senator here to lose 
the right to move a reconsideration under the 
order the Senate is acting upon? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
answer the Senator frm Illinois that there is 
a way in which the majority of the Senate can- 
not be frustrated from entertaining a motion 
of this kind subject to the rules of the Senate. 
The Senator from Illinois can move to rescind 
the order which is now being executed. If it 
is rescinded, then all business is in order, and 
the Senator can then make the motion; but 
while this basiness is being transacted under 
the order of the Senate that no other business 
shall be transacted, if a Senator objects to 
the consideration of a motion for the recall of 
the bill, (which is necessary by the usage of 
the Senate precedent to entering a motion to 
reconsider, ) the Chair cannot of course com- 
mand the Senate to act upon it by any ruling 
from the Chair. This order, however, can be 
rescinded by a majority vote, and then the 
motion would be in order, but it still would be 
subject to the rule that a resolution must lie 
over one day if objected to. 

Mr. HOWE. I shall not take advantage of 
the question of order. The Senator seems to 
think the publie safety requires this disposition 
of the bill, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Wisconsin withdraws the objection. 
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Mr. DRAKE. Irenewit re 

Mr. SUMNER. The motion will be entered, 
of course. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By the rulesof | 
the Senate a motion to reconsider cannot be | 
entered unless the bill is in possession of the ' 
Senate. The usage of the Senate has been ` 
uniform, as the Chair is informed by the Bec- ` 
retary, that a resolution must first be. agreed 
to recalling the bill, so that it shall lie on the 
table of the Senate when it is reconsidered. 

Mr. POMEROY. That can be done to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; itcannot. Itshould ` 
be done now. 

Mr. POMEROY. It ean be done just as | 
well the next day we mect. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Isa motion to rescind | 
the rule under which we are acting in order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is in order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I movetorescind the rule 
ander which the Senate is acting, for the pur- 
pose, I will state to the Senate, of making this 
motion. ‘Chat is my only object. And then ' 
we can reénact it. 

Mr. DRAKE. I would inquire in reference 
to that motion whether it can be entertained 
now without unanimous consent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It can. 
any parliamentary body is in the execution of 
an order for the transaction of business, that 
order can be rescinded, especially a continu- 
ous order like this. It is often done in the 
House of Representatives, where the rules of 
course are more numerous and complex than 
they are here. When the House resolves to 
proceed to the consideration of business on 
the Speaker’s table Senate bills are first pro- 
ceeded with; and when the House desires to 
pass from that business it rescinds the order ; 
and proceeds to‘ the consideration of other 
business. 

Mr. DRAKE. Then I would further in- 

uire——- 

3 The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that unless this could be done, if this call | 
of the Calendar should be continued to the 
end of the session it could not be rescinded | 
except by unanimous consent, and that would | 
destroy forever the power of the majority of 
the Senate to proceed to other business. l 

Mr. DRAKE. Then inquire whether, ifthe 
rule be rescinded for the present purpose, it 
can be reéstablished again without unanimous | 
consent. I was not in the Senate when this 
arrangement was made last week, but I under- 
stand it was done by unanimous consent. Am 
-I rightin that, Mr. President? ` ea 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was not, The 
order was adopted by a majority vote of the 
Senate upon a resolution which. lay over under '! 
objection. a oe : 

Mr. WILSON. I hope that, by unanimous | 
consent, an order will be made to bring this bill | 
back, so that a Senator ean exercise his right 
to enter a motion to reconsider. Certainly I :! 
hope no Senator will object to that; because | 
otherwise the right of a Senator is lost in this | 
body on these measures: 7 

Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator from | 
Missouri allow me to appeal to him? - Iam in || 
favor of the bill making the appropriation in ; 
the Missouri case, and I am in-favor of the | 
Tennessee case. I agree precisely with what || 
my friend from West Virginia [Mr. WItLey] || 
has said upon those cases. Bat we do. oar | 
‘business here by general consent. A Senator |i 
has a right within two legislative days to move | 
a reconsideration of any bill that has passed, | 
and when the bill goes out of the possession of || 
the Senate within the two days I think that | 
that courtesy which no one possesses more 
than my friend from Missouri would lead us | 
all to give a Senator his privilege to allow him | 
to do that which he would havea rightto doif | 
the bill had not gone out of the possession of |. 
‘the Senate. Otherwise, we shall be obliged to | 
adopt a rule not to send a bill to the House of | 


‘to be acted upon. 


. of the Missouri case. 
. for a particular day and the whole matter be 
. debated, and let the Senate come to a deliber- 


` discussed upon the passage of it. 
' was read. 


Representatives: until the time has expired 
within which a Senator can make a motion to 
reconsider. I think that is better for us all 
around. . 

Mr. DAVIS. I ask the Senator to permit 
me to make a suggestion. These claims ought 
They ought either to be 


passed or rejected. I propose to the Senate 


that by general consent they agree to make a | 


test case of the one under consideration or 
Let the subject be set 


ate jadgment what it will do, and then mem- 
bers of the Senate will know what rule to con- 
form to. 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, I should prob- 
ably be the last one on this floor who would 
undertake by a single objection to prevent the 
accomplishment of a purpose such as the Sen- 


; ator from Illinois has in moving to recall this 
‘ bill; and if there is one point understood about 


it I shall not have the smallest hesitation in 
withdrawing my objection. This bill was not 
The report 
I said in the hearing of the 
ator from Illinois that there was a report in 


y 


en- |; 


each House, that the bill had once passed each : 


House, passed the Senate in the Fortieth Con- 
gress, and now passed the House of Represent- 
atives. The report of the Committee on Claims 
of the Senate was read from the Secretary’s 


` desk, and ‘the bill passed without a word of 


objection on the part of any Senator, when a 


` single objection would have taken it over. 


Now, if we are to have the bill come back 
here and have a motion to reconsider made, if 
it is understood that the bill cannot when it 


comes back be thrown over by a single objec: | 


tion, thrown off from before the Senate entirely 
by a single objection, but that the matter can 
be discussed, that the Senators can individually 
learn all the facts of the case and then act upon 
it with a full knowledge of all the facts, I have 
not the smallest objection to its eoming back. 
Bat if it:is to be brought back here, and the 
moment a reconsideration takes place a single 
objection is to throw it over, and we are never 
to see or hear of the bill at this session of 
Congress again, then I feel justified in object- 
ing tothe motion and in placing every obstacle 
in the way of it that I can, because I believe 
the bill to be a most just and righteous one, 
and because after attention has been challenged 


: to it, as it was this morning, and the statement 


publicly made as to the reports in favor of it 


- by the Claims Committees of the two Houses, 


and the passage of it by the two Houses, I do 


` not think we ought to turn around and snatch 


the bill from its consummation and snatch at 
the same time the compensation of this citizen 


for his property taken by the Government. | 
i li from Dinois and to every other Senator the 


Now, sir, if it be understood that when it 
comes back here upon the motion to recon- 
sider we can go into-a discussion of the bill, 
and examine it in-all its bearings, I have no 
objection to its coming; but unless that under- 


' standing can be had I shall interpose every | 


obstacle I can to its coming back here. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Illinois. 


the motion of the Senator from Illinois at this 
t ` 


the Senator from Illinois, now -before the Sen- 
ate, is not that referred to by the Senator from 
Missouri. 
Illinois which the Chair has recognized is to 
rescind the order under which the Senate is 
now acti 

Mr. 


motion to suspend any rule here is in order 
without unanimous consent. 
- The VICE PRESIDENT. 


ime. ` i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of ; 


The motion of the Senator from | 


i 


i 
Li 
i 


© favor of it from the Committee on Claims of |! 
When . 


: regarded as a precedent. 


/ 
7 


i 
į 


rule of the Senate; it isan order with regard ` 


to the order of business of the Senate; and the 
Chair thinks it can be suspended for the pur- 


pose of transacting any business by a majority - 


vote. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I know nothing of Mr, 
Cutler’s claim. Iam not opposed tohis claim, 


because I do not know whether I ought to be | 
opposed to it or in favor of it. The Senator 


I| from Missouri will understand that I am ag 


much in favor of paying claims that ought to 


| be paid as he is, and I think a person who sits 
_in the Senate and objects to every claim with- 


out knowing whether it is good or bad, and 


ji Opposes a justand honest claim, acts as wrongly 


as one who advocates an unjust claim. The 


i| reason I'desired to make the motion the Sen- 
| ator fully understands. 


principle to be involved in this claim, and the 
Senator from Missouri, I am sure, would be 


` just as unwilling as I am to pass a claim in 
| favor of one person and deny a claim in favor 


of another person, both involving the same 
principle. J know he would not do that any 
sooner than I would. 

Mr. DRAKE. ‘Then let us pass the Cowan 
& Diekinson claim. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator may think 
it right, but we are not prepared to allow it 


‘yet; and we may be complicated by the pas- 


sage of this bill before that, which may be 
I certainly should 
not interpose an individual objection of mine 
to prevent action on a case that would other- 
wise be acted upon; but I cannot enter into 
any arrangement. D 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Illinois, if he may 
be excused for the suggestion, that if the res- 
olution should be entertained and agreed to, 
and when the bill comes back a motion made 
by the Senator from Illinois to reconsider its 
passage should be entered, if the Senate should 
decide to treat it the same as- an amendment 
from the House to a Senate bill, they could 
proceed to consider it on Monday morning 
when presented by the Chair. ~ It has been the 
usage of the Senate to consider House amend- 
ments to Senate bills when they ste: presented 
by the Chair. If it is the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate to eonsider this bill on'the question of its 
passage, in the same way it can be reached 
immediately after the reading of the Journal 
on Monday. : Dr apa 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, let me be 


| understood. I do not- wish that this bill, now 


that it has passed both Houses and ‘passed the 


' Senate a second time, shall be in a position 
' where it can by the single objection of any 
: Senator be thrown overboard; but I wish it 


to be placed in a position where, if it ‘comes 


back: here, we can have the opportunity ‘of 


investigating it snd showing to the Benator 


entire justice and righteousness of the claim. 
If the President or if any Senator can suggest 
any possible way in which this can be done 
will at once withdraw all objection to the 
motion of the Senator from Illinois, and will 
agree to have the bill sent for. ; 

Mr. THAYER. Does not the report em- 


|! body all that need be said in regard to it? 
Mr. DRAKE. I object to the reception of | 


Does not that give the whole facts ? - 

Mr. DRAKE. The reports of the two com- 
mittees of the two Houses give all the faets 
with the utmost particularity; but then, aside 
from those facts; there is a question raised now 


| by the Senator from Illinois whether under 


any circumstances the Government shall pay 
for anything that it took for fortification or for 
defense during the war; whether it shall pay 


ting. `- ' for anything, for, said the Senator, you might 
RUMBULL. I move to suspend the | 

order. . + for the earth that it took to make earth- works, 
- Mr. DRAKE. I do not understand that a ; l 

|, houses or for that it cut down to make abattis. 


I 
| 
i! 


just as well call upon the Government to pay 
or for the timber that it took to build block- 


Now, sir, if we are to have this matter be- 


This is not a | fore-us at all, I concur with the Senator from 


I understand the same | 
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entucky, that we ought at once to proceed 
r s the lapse of more than five years 
since the rebellién was crushed, to consider 
and decide upon what principle we shall act in 
the matter of settling these claims. If you 
will give the chance upon the Cutler bill, or 
upon the Cowan & Dickinson bill either, to 
discuss that matter and to come to a definite 
conelusion, I am ready to have the Catler bill 


come back here; but if it is to be brought back | 
to be slaughtered by a single objec- | 
tion, after all the time that the party has been | 


merely 


trying to get his money and is now just within 
an inch of fruition, I shall interpose every 
difficulty that I can in the way of getting it 
back here. ; 

Mr. THAYER. I shall object to any further 
discussion. If we can vote I am willing to 
let the vote be taken; bat if not, I think we 
should go to the next bill on the Calendar. : 

Mr. DRAKE.” What right has the Senator 
to object to any farther discussion? — - 

Mr. THAYER. I have that right under the 
rule of the Senate under which we are pro- 


ceeding. 

. The VICE. PRESIDENT.: The Senator 
from Illinois has moved to saspend that order 
of business. ; 


Mr. WILSON. 'I desire to make a sugges- Ta 


tion to the Senator from Missouri. I suggest 
that he withdraw his objection to calling the 
Lill back and trust this, body to do justice to 
him and hear his case. I will say to the Sen- 
ator that in fifteen years’ experience in this 
body his opposition is the first instance of the 
kind I ever knew in such a case. We often 
send bills to the other House where a motion 
is afterward made to recall them, and J never 
before heard sach a motion objected to. Until 
a recent rule onthe subject we often sent nom- 
inations to the President and had motions to 
recall them, and I never heard anybody.object 
to such a motion. Itisthe clear right of a Sen- 
ator to enter a motion te reconsider æ vote 
either on the confirmation of a nomination or 
on the passage. of a bill, and when the nom- 
ination ov bill has gone out of the possession 
of the Senate, and‘a Senator desires to make 
such a motion, I never knew any opposition 
to sending to the President or to the House 
for the return of the nomination or bill. If 
the Senator from Missouri persiste in taking 
this position, of course the right of any Sen- 
ator to enter a motion to reconsider is œ lost 
right in this case. This is the first time I ever 
heard that position taken, and I think if the 
Senator will consider the subject he will not 
be the first man to do such a thing in the Sen- 
ate of the United States. 

Mr. DRAKE. One word more by way of 
inquiry of the Chair. Suppose, now, that the 
proposition of the Senator from Illinois is 
earried, and: the, bill is sent for and brought 
back from the House of Representatives, and 
a motion is made to reconsider its passage, I 
ask the Chair for information, can we discuss 
the bill on that motion to reconsider ? Š 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Certainty, when 
the motion to reconsider comes up for action, 
the merits of the billare involved in the motion 
to reconsider. The Chair will state that if 
the bill comes back, on Monday morning the 
Chair will submit it, of course, like other bills 
from the House of Representatives. If, how- 
ever, Senators should then insist on the morning 
business being continued, the bill could not be 
proceedea with, unless by unanimous consent. 

ut after the morning business was concluded 
the Chair supposes the motion to reeonsider 
might be proceeded with by a majority voting 
to proceed to its consideration. a 

Mr. DRAKE. That is the point. When 
will the motion to reconsider ever be heard? 
When shall we ever get a chance to consider it? 

The VICE. PRESIDENT. By a majority 
of the Senate voting to proceed to its consider- 
ation, unless by unanimous cousent they should 
consider this bill as in the same position as an 
amendment of the House to a Senate bill when 


I| unanimous consent. ) 
| sider should come up at any other time it would 
i be debatable. 


| 


the. Chair lays it before the Senate on Monday 
morning. . 

Mr. DRAKE. One other question I wish 
to ask the Chair. When it comes back here 
and a motion to reconsider is attached to it, 
does that entitle any single Senator to throw 
the bill over under the rule we are now acting 


upon? 

- The VICE PRESIDENT. It does not when 
the motion to reconsider can be proceeded ' 
with. It could not be proceeded with, how- 

ever, during the continuance of this order, 

because the Senate have decided that during 

the call of the Calendar under this order no 

other business shall be in order, not even a 

motion to go into executive session, except by 

If tke motion to recon- 


- Mr. DRAKE. Then if the bill comes back 
hére there will be an opportunity for discuss- 


Senate? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Certainly. — 
- Mr. DRAKE. Then I withdraw my opposi- 


; ten report accompanying them. 


lieutenant colonel in the serviee, and the bill 
provides for the ordinary pension for his rank. 

Mr. WILSON. Wasthis officer a lieutenant 
colonel ? 

Mr. HOWELL. He was. 

- Mr. WILSON. Then it is all right. 

Mr. POMEROY. I did not know that fact. 

Mr. HOWELL. I think itis stated in the 
bill that he was a lieutenant colonel. 

Mr. POMEROY. I did not hear it. 

Mr. FENTON. Ihave no doubt this isa 
very meritorious case, but I find on looking 
over the Calendar that this and several other 
bills from the Pension Committee have no writ- 
I think here- 
after it would be the better practice for the 
Committeė on Pensions to accompany each 


: case with a report setting forth specifically the 


ground for relief. 
Mr. HARLAN. There isa memorial of the 


, Iowa Legislature on the table that sets forth 


ing the merits of it upon the motion to recon- | all the facts. 


sider, when we can get that motion before the `; J 
t . ‘ amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


tion to the request of the Senator from Hli- 


i8. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I ask that the ` 
usual order be made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection an order will be entered directing 
the Secretary to request thé House of Repre- 
sentatives to return the bill for the relief of 
O. N. Cutler to the Senate, when a motion to 
reconsider the vote on -its passage ean be 
entered. 

A message was afterwatd received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. LLOYD, its | 


Chief Clerk, returning to the Senate, in com- | 

pliance with 

1666) for the relief of Otis N. Cutler, of Mis- 

souri. ; ; 
JOHN C. ABERCROMBIE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(S. No. 759) granting a pension to John C. 
Abercrombie; which was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. Ft provides for placing 
the name of Jobn C. Abercrombie, late Henu: 
tenant colonel ofthe eleventh regiment of Iowa | 
infantry volunteers, on the pension-roll at the | 


rate of thirty dollars per month, from and after ; 


the date of its passage. ° 


its request, the bill (H. R. No. || 


Mr. POMEROY. There seems to be no | 
: missioner of Pensions, as I believe, but 1 have 


report in that case, aud the pensior is thirty 


dollars a month. i 


but the Iowa Legislature passed a joint resota- | 


| 

Mr. POMEROY. I want to know whatthe | 
ground is Or raain thirty dollars a month. 
‘Mr. HOWELL. F hn . Abercrombie en- | 
tered the service at the breaking out of the war. 
He wasin the three months’ serviee; hé fought | 


if 
i 


at the battle of Wilson’ s creek, rebnlisted, and `i 


continued in the service until the elose of the . 
war. By the universal consent of his com- 
panions:in arms îm Iowa he was the very first 
on the list of the brave and gallant officers of 
that State. He endured a great deal of hard- 
ship in the service, and he finally left it witha 
broken constitution and a shattered nervous 
system, and with an affection of partial paraly- 
sis, which finally fell upon bis eyes and caused 
entire blindness. With a family on his hands 
to support, with no means for their support, 
he being dependent upon his own exertions for 
his own and their living, he appeals to the 
generosity and the liberality of the Government 
for a pension under the circumstances. i 

Mr. POMEROY. | I called attention to it 
because the bills we have heretofore passed on 
this Calendar were to place privates on the | 
pension-roll at eight dollars a month. — | 

Mr. HOWELL. This is- the case of 4 | 


JAMES H. BUNCE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 587) for the relief of James H. Bunce ; 
which was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides for placing the name of 
James H. Bunce, late captain of the United 
States tow-boat Nick: W. Hughes, who lost his 
left leg in the United States service on the 16th 
of April, 1865, upon the pension-roll, at the 
rate of seventeen dollars per month from the 
16th of April, 1865. SEN 

Mr. HOWELL. I will state that the Pen- 
sion Committee were not in the habit of mak- 


|, ing out written reports at the time this bill was 


reported. I reported it, as was customary, with- 
out filing a written report; but there were some 
peculiar circumstances in the case. James H. 
Bunce, the applicant, was ordered by a military 


‘| officer, who had the right to give such orders, 


to take command of a boat on the Tennessee 
river, and while in command of that boat and 
in the execution -of orders, either by ambush 
or by a sally of the enemy, the boat was attacked 
and he was shot, and lost his leg in conse- 
quence of it. 

Mr. POMEROY. Why is he not entitled 
under existing laws to a pension ? 

Mr. HOWELL. There was some defect in 
the character of the evidence before the Com- 


forgotten the circumstances now, 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘There could not be any 
mistake about his losing a limb. 

Mr. HOWELL. This case was beforo the 


defect of proof E do not remember what cir- 
cumstance of defect caused the rejection of the 
application at the Pension Office. 

Mr: HOWARD. It is rather an unfavor- 
able cireumstance, it seems to me, that there 
was a defect of proof before the Commissioner 
of Pensions and that the honorable Senator is 


i not able to state what the defect was. 


Mr. POMEROY. If the man losta limb that 
would be evidence enough, it seems to me. 
_ Mr. HOWELL. onot see anything aston» 
ishing in this matter. If the whole case was 
so completely made out that the Commissioner 
of Pensions was bound to grant the party a 
pension there would have been no occasion 
for his coming to the Committee on Pensions. 
Itis not a very singular circumstance that I 
have at this time forgotten the identical fact 
upon which a doubt rested in the mind of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, or upon what par- 
ticular fact this man’s failure to get a pension 
was based. The facts that I have stated are 
suffieient. If there could have been full tech- 
nical proof to the satisfaction of the Commis- 
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sioner. of Pensions he would have obtained 
his pension at the Pension Office; but there 
was a defect on account of a technicality in 
some way. I presume the Senator from Kea- 
tacky, [Mr. McCreery,] who had charge of 
this case originally, will remember what the 
defect of proof was. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Michigan object to the consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. HOWARD. No, sir. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for athird | 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 


ness. Senators who were present yesterday at 
the executive session, when I was not here, 
may know why I make that motion. 
matter of importance, and I think it is due to 


the executive business of the Senate that the | 
Senate should now have an executive session. | 


Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator from 
New Jersey allow me to say that if we do not 
sit to-morrow we had better postpone the exec- 
utive session for halfan hour oran hour longer? 
We shall go into executive session after awhile. 

Mr. SUMNER. Half an hour later. 

Mr. STOCKTON. It is not a matter of my 
own; it is a matter of public business. It is 
my duty to moveitand to move itnow. I make 
that motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itrequires unan- 
imous consent under the present order. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Iwill not object. I will 
vote against it, but I am willing that the Sen- 
ator shall take the sense of the Senate on the 
subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the Chair will entertain the motion. 

Mr. STOCKTON. If the understanding is 

_. that the Senate will have an executive session 
this afternoon [ will not press it now. 

Several Senators. Yes; it is. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I withdraw the motion. 


GEORGETOWN IMPROVEMENTS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 755) to authorize the corporate author- 
ities of the city of Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia, to pave and improve the streets 
thereof. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I move to bring for- 
ward from the twenty-third page of the Cal- 
endar House bill No. 1635, which is a tran- 
script of this bill. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Weshall reach that soon. 
This was not done in the other cases. 

Mr. PATTERSON. In one case we brought 


forward a House bill to take the place of a 


Senate bill. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In two cases 
under this order the Senate have substituted 
House bills of the same title, and indefinitely 
postponed the Senate bills. 

Mr. POMEROY. That is right. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the Senate bill in this. case will be 
regarded as indefinitely postponed, and. the 
House bill will be taken up. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1635) to authorize the 
corporate authorities of the city of George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, to pave and 
improve the streets thereof, was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It provides that 
the corporation of the city of Georgetown shall 
have full power and authority to lay taxes on 
particular wards, parts, or sections of the city, 
for their particular local improvements, and to 
cause the curbstones to be set, the foot and car- 
riage-ways, or so much thereofas they may deem 
best, to be graded, paved, graveled, or other- 
wise improved ; to introduce the necessary sew- 
erage and drainage facilities under and upon the 
whole or any portion of any avenue, street, or 
alley; to cause the same to be suitably graded, 

paved, graveled, or otherwise improved and re- 


It is a) 


paired, and at all times properly cleaned and 
watered; to cause lamps to be erected therein, 
andtolightthesame. To pay the cost thereof 
the corporation of Georgetown isauthorized, for 
the purposes of grading, paving, graveling, or 
otherwise improving or repairing any street, 


| avenue, or alley, or any part thereof, to lay and 


collecta general tax for the same or any part of 
the cost thercot upon all the property of the city, 
or upon all property bordering upon such ave- 
nue, street, or alley, or any part thereof that 
may be 
improved or repaired; and for the purpose of 
sewerage, the corporation is to have power to 


i lay and oalet a tax equal to the expend; or 
‘| any part thereof, upon all property bordering |; 

Mr. STOCKTON. I move that the Senate | ae a ire aller E 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- || be so sewered, or any t property benefited there- 


| by, and also to be lai 


upon such avenue, street, or alley that may 


or cause to be laid sim- 
ultaneously with the grading, graveling, paving, 


raded, graveled, paved, or otherwise ; 


| 


obstructions from Bayou Teche, in the State 
of Louisiana. 

The message further announced that the 
House had agreed to the amendments of the 
Senate to the following bills and joint resolu- 
tions: 

A bill (H. R. No. 9) extending the time for 


| 
W osising and consolidating the statutes of the 
|! United States; 


A bill (H. R. No. 268) for the relief of Cap- 
tain George E. Grisham, of Tennessee; 

A bill (H. R. No. 840) amendatory of the 
organic law of Colorado Territory, and for 
other purposes ; 

A bill (H. B. No. 1418) for the relief of 
Sophia A. Moen; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 85) for the 


ʻi relief of Helen Lincoln and Heloise Lincoln, 
; and for the withholding of moneys from tribes 


‘| of Indians holding American captives; 


or otherwise improving any avenue, street, or 


alley, or at any other time.in which a main 


water-pipe, main gas-pipe, or main sewer may ~ 


have been or shali be laid, water or gas ser- 
vice-pipes or lateral house-drains from such 
water or gas main, or main sewer, to one foot 
within the curb line in front of every lot, or 
gubdivisional part of a lot, which may bound 


_ A joint resolution (H. R. Nò. 144) to enable 
the Court of Claims to hear and determine the 
claim of E. Diekelman, a subject of the king 
of Prussia; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 156) author- 


| izing the sale of certain lands at Springfield, 
; Massachusetts, and for other purposes. 


on such avenue, street, or alley, and to which | 
a gas or water service-pipe or house-drain may ; 


not have.been already laid ; and to pay the cost 
thereof shall have full power and authority to 
lay and collect a special tax on every such lot 
or part of lot. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 


to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. ` 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. CLINTON Liovp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolutions, in which it 
requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R.:No. 784) to authorize the set- 
tlement of the accounts of officers of the Army; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1891) for the relief of 
George C. Haynie; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1892) making an appro- 
priation to satisfy a judgment obtained against 
Grenville M. Dodge, late an officer of the Uni- 
ted States, and others, for acts done by them 
in the line of their duty; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1898) for the relief of the 
heirs of John W. Duff, Andrew Kensinger, 
Jesse Fry, Peter Hart, Edward Bray, Pleas- 
ant Trent, and Clinton Luster; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1895) for the relief of 
Major John W. Todd; 

‘A bill (H. R. No. 1896) for the relief of 
William A. Howard; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1897) for the relief of Lot 
S. Bayless, administrator of Lieutenant Mar- 
cus W. Bayless, deceased ; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No, 278) donating 


condemned cannon to the McPherson Monu- | 


ment Association. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed the following bills and joint resolu- 
tions without amendment: 


A bill (9. No. 93) legalizing certain locations | 
of agricultural college scrip therein designated; | 


A bill (S. No. 488) to authorize the officers 
of the Treasury Department to enter a credit 


upon the account of Henry Etting, paymaster | 


in the Navy; 
A bill (S. No. 527) for the relief of William 
F. Scott, late adjutant fourth Iowa cavalry vol- 
unteers ; 
A joint resolution (S. R. No. 84) authorizing 
the President to strike from the rolls of the 
Army the names of certain officers; 


A joint resolution (S. R. No. 90) for the | 


relief of certain officers of volunteers ; 


A juint resolution (S. R. No. 128) authorizing | 


the issue of clothing to certain enlisted men 
of the fourteenth regiment of infantry; and 


A joint resolution (S. R. No. 141) to provide | 
for survey and estimates of cost of removing || Potomac river. 


j 
i 
i 
| 
l 
i 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message likewise announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 169) for the trans- 
fer of an unexpended balance of appropria- 
tion to the book fund of the Library of Con- 
gress; and it was thereupon signed by the 
Vice President. 

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 754) to incorporate a zoological society 
in the city of Washington, District of Colum- 
bia; which was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. ANTHONY. That comes under the 
general law we passed, I suppose. 

Mr. PATTERSON. There is a single sec- 
tion, the second section, which will take this 
out of the category of those associations pro- 
vided for in the general act. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Very well. 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
reported the bill, with an amendment, to strike 
out the third and sixth sections of the bill, as 
follows: i 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
society be, and is hereby, authorized to occupy the 
easterly part of tho Smithsonian grounds along Sev- 
enth street, not sxceoding eight acres, as may be 
designated and set apart by General N. Michler, at 
present in charge of the public grounds; and the 
sum of money sufficient to erect a substantial iron 
fence around the same is hereby appropriated out 


of any funds not otherwise appropriated ; said fence 
to be constructed under the supervision of the Sec- 


retary of the Interior, and the said money to be paid 
on his warrant. | 

Sxc.6, And be it further enacted, That the authority 
or permit to occupy said public grounds may be with- 
drawn at any time on giving tho said society twelve 
months’ notice thereof. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I see that this bill gives 
the right to import certain articles free of duty. 
What are those? 

Mr. PATTERSON. The articles the bill 
speaks of are ‘‘all birds and animals, and all 
wire material necessary for the establishment 
of said garden.”’ 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think that is a pretty 
general and indefinite provision. It may do 
to let animals come in free; but under that 

rovision they can bring in wire enough for 
alf the country. I move to strike out that 
part in regard to wire. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Ihave no objection. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY. I notice another very 

enerous provision, that they may use the 

‘otomac water free. There is no limit to that. 
They. may use the whole of it. 

Mr. PATTERSON. It would take a very 
large garden to use up all the water of the 


1870. 


Mr. POMEROY. I mean to the detriment 

thecity; they might pu : 
vibe eae mane from other portions of the 
city. There is no limit to it. 
that they should have what water they want ; 
but there ought to be some limit. We ought 
not to give them indefinitely the 
the water. 


Mr. ANTHO 


aqueduct ? : 

Mr. PATTERSON. I suppose there is. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Let it be under the direc- 
tion of that board. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Rhode Island moves to add, in regard to the 


right to use | 


NY. Is there not some board . 
here charged with the control of the Potomac ; 


Tam willing |! 
: is willing to withdraw 


Minnesota to. aid:ini the improvement of the 


t in pipes that would || harbor of Duluth, Lake Superior, in said State. 


Mr. PRATT. - I object. 
Mr. THAYER. The Senator from Louisiana 
his objection to the bill 
No. 168... -> oer 
Mr. KELLOGG. I withdraw my objection. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there further 
objection? The Chair hears none. The bill 
will be reported. 


The Secretary proceeded to read the bill | y 0 1 I 
‘| in connection therewith establish such agencies as 


> (S. No. 168) granting lands to aid in the con- 


struction of a railroad from Lincoln, in the 


i. State of Nebraska, to Denver, Colorado Ter- 
_ ritory. 


use ofthe Potomac water, ‘‘ under the direction - 


of the water registrar.” 


Mr. PATTERSON. The only object of 


taking out this water is to supply certain pumps _ 
in these gardens and for the use of the animals | 


that may be there. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Certainly itis a perfectly 
proper provision. The society ought to have 
the water free, but it ought to be under the 


same regulations that everybody else is under | 


We do not want them to | FREEHOLD LAND AND EMIGRATION COMPANY. : 


in regard to water. 
have a power over the water superior to those 
who have control of the aqueduct. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

INSTITUTE OF APPLIED SCIENCES. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 735) to establish a national institute 
of applied sciences. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is a very large name 
for what I am afraid is not a very large thing. 
I object to it. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I agree with my friend 
that it is a large name, but there can be no 
objection to blotting out the word ‘‘national”’ 
and establishing an institute of applied sci- 


ences. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Does not this come under 
the general law we have passed ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What is the object of 
the general bill we passed if no bill comes 
under it? 

Mr. PATTERSON. The fourteenth section 
of this bill reads in this way : 


That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to 
allow, for the use and benefit of said institute, the 
building on Armory square, in this city, known as 
the city armory building, to be occupied by said in- 
stitute until same shall be required by the War De- 
partment: Provided, That the Government shall not 
resume the use of same without giving to said cor- 
poration not less than one year’s notice previous to 
resumption. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. [think it would be much 
better to pass a joint resolution or bill giving 
that privilege to the association after it is in- 
corporated, and not specially incorporate the 
association because of that. 

„Mr. SUMNER. Had not this bill better be 
dismissed or indefinitely postponed, and let 
ie parties then come in under the general 
aw? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Very well. 

The bill was postponed indefinitely. 


LAND GRANTS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 168) granting lands to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Lincoln, in the 
ciate of Nebraska, to Denver, Colorado Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I think we had better 
pass that over. 

- The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. - 

Mr. HOWE. I understand that is an ordi- 
my bill—— - 

r. THAYER. I hope the objection will 
be withdrawn. : 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(8. No. 768) granting lands to the State of 


Mr. PRATT. I object to the present con- 
sideration of that bill. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretury 


' will report the next bill. 


The Secretary. The next bill on the Cal- 
endar is the bill (S. No. 428) to grant the right 


' of way through the public lands tothe Junction 


City, Solomon Valley, and Denver railway, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. PRATI. I object to the consideration 
of that bill. 


] 
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to construct the same over and upon such of the pub- 
lic lands of the United States as are not otherwise ap- 
propriated ; and such corporation shall also possessall 
tho rights. privileges, and powers that are authorized 
to be exercised by corporations organized under the 
provisions of chapter eighteen ofthe Revised Statutes 
of Colorado and of all amendments thereto. 


And in lieu thereof to insert: 


That the general objects of such corporation are, 
and aro hereby, declared to be as follows: to pro- 
mote and encourage immigration from foreign coun- 
tries, and to establish settlements on any lands 
which it now owns, or may hereafter acquire, and 


i; it may deem desirable; to purchase, hold, Icase, sell, 


and mortgage real estate in the Territories of Colo- 
rado and New Mexico; to survey, lay out, and im- 


: prove the same; and to establish, maintain, and 


operate wagon-roads and other means of transit to 


: and upon its property; to construct and maintain a 
' railroad and telegraph line from any point in the 


San Louis park, in which park the said company’s 


: land lies, to the nearest and most practicable point 


on either the Kansas Pacific railroad, the Union 
Pacific railroad, orthe Denver branch railroad; and 
the said company, for the purpose of building and 
operating such railroad, shall have the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States, from 
and between the points aforesaid, the said right of 


: way being to the extent of two hundred feet on each 


side of said railroad line; and there is hereby 
granted to said company, along the line of said rail- 
road, grounds for stations, buildings, workshops, 


: switches, side-tracks, turn-tables, and water-sta- 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill : 
(S. No. 644) to incorporate the United States | 


Freehold Land and Emigration Company, and 
to confirm certain legislation in Colorado Ter- 


ritory. i 

Mr. POMEROY. I ask that that bill be 
passed over. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. POMEROY. An amendment ought to 
be prepared. 

r. ANTHONY. The bill was recommitted 

to the Committee on Territories after the first 


report, was amended by that committee, and | 


reported, I believe, in accordance with the 
views of the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. POMEROY. I did not knew that. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The objectionable part 
was the fifth section, which the committee pro- 
pose to strike out. 

Mr. HOWELL. Does the honorable Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island expect a bill of this 
kind to pass without discussion ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope my friend from 
Towa will not object. There is no land grant 
in this bill. This company propose to build a 
railroad without a land grant. All they ask is 
the privilege of laying rails on the public lands, 
and I expect to have the support of the Sen- 
ator from Iowa, 

Mr. HOWELL. I will not object to that. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It was re- 
ported from the Committee on Territories 
with amendments. The first amendment was 
in section four, line four, to insert the word 
t directors” after ‘‘ elections of,” and in line 
five, after the word ‘‘nine,’’ to strike out ‘‘di- 
rectors” and to insert ‘‘in number ;’’ so as to 
read: 

And thereafter annual elections of direčtors, not 


less than five or more than nine in number, shall be | 


held by the stockholders, at meetings to be called 
for that purpose. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


tions, not exceeding forty acres of land at any one 
point; and such corporation shall possess all the 


. franchises necessary to enableit to build and opcrato 


such railroad for the transportation of freight and 
passengers, and to collect and receive compensation 
therefor; and the powers, privileges, and franchises 
conferred on said corporation by and under the pro- 
visions of chapter eighteen of the Revised Statutes 
of Colorado, or of any and all amendments thereto, 
are hereby confirmed. . 


Mr. POMEROY. I not going to object, but 
I wish to say that in the amendment of the 
committee which has been read there is rather 
a remarkable provision. We legalize by an 


‘act of Congress the entire franchises of a cor- 


The next amendment. was to. strike out sec- | 


tion five, in the following words: on 


That the general objects of such corporation, and 
carry out which it is formed, are, and are hereby, 
declared to be as follows: to promote and encourage 


immigration from foreign countries, and to establish | 


settlements on any lands which it now owns or may 
hereafter acquire, and in connection therewith estab- 
lish such agencies as it may deem desirable; to pur- 
chase, hold, lease, sell, and mortgage resl estate in 
the Territories of Colorado and New Mexico; tosur- 
vey, lay out, and improve the same; and to establish. 

maintain, and operate wagon-roads, railroads, an 


other means of transit to and upon its said property, |: 


and to connect the same with other lines of com- 
munication in said Territories now or hereafter to 
be established or operated; and for. those purposes 
such corporation shali possess allthe franchises neces- 
sary te enable it to build and operate such railroads 
and other means of transit, and shall be permitted 


i 


poration created by a territorial Legislature 
without those powers being defined and with- 


i| out our knowing anything aboutit. The amend- 


ment provides: 


And the powers, privileges, and franchises con- 
ferred on said corporation by and under the provis- 


ions of chapter eighteen of the Revised Statutes of 
Colorado, or of any and allamendments thereto, are 
hereby confirmed. 


I do not know what they are. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I have an amendment 
that I think will make that provision come 
within the views of the Senator from Kansas, 
I propose to amend it so as to read: 


* And the powers, privileges, and franchises con- 
ferred on corporations ’’— 


That is, by general law— 


' “by and under the provisions of chapter eighteen 
| of the Revised Statutes of Colorado, or of any andall 


amendments thereto, are hereby conformed to and 
invested in said corporation.” 

That is to say, that whatever powers, fran- 
chises, and privileges the Territory of Colo- 
rado gives to corporations in general shall 
apply to this corporation. 

Mr. POMEROY. With that amendment I 
do not object to it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I will explain the reason 
why that provision is put in. This company 


i is the possessor of a very large tract of land 


in the Territories of Colorado and New Mex- 
ico. The company has made arrangements to 
introduce into that country twenty thousand 
emigrants from Holland, emigrants of a very 
superior character; and they have made ar- 


i; rangements with a house in Amsterdam to 


furnish the money for this purpose; but this 
house will not furnish money to a corporation 


; that derives its power from a territorial Legis- 
! lature, because they do not know the territo- 


rial Legislature, and they do know Congress; 
and this Pee which confirms to this corpo- 
ration all the rights, franchises, and privileges 


| which the territorial Legislature of Colorado 


gives to all corporations does not add one par- 
ticle to its powers and franchises, but it satis- 
fies those people from whom alone the money 


| can come, and certainly the object is one 


which every Senator would desire to advance. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
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on the amendment of the Senator from Rhode 

Island to the amendment of the committee. 
The amendment to the amendment was 

agreed to. 
The amendment, as amended, was agreedto. |; 


_ The next amendment was in section six, ` 
line two, after the word ‘‘ obligations” to 
insert ‘in such amounts, at such rates, and 
on such terms as it may deem most for its 
interest ;’’ so as to read: 

,, That such corporation may make and dispose of 
its bonds or other obligations in such amounts, at 
such rates, and on such terms as it may deem most 
for its interest for the purposo of borrowing moncy 
for the purposes aforesaid, and may secure the sane 
by a mortzago upon all or any part of its property 
and all its franchises, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY. I have always been in 
the habit of examining these bills. I have not 
examined this before; but I find a provision 
in the first section which allows this company 
to be sued in the United States and not in the 
Territory of Colorado, where they are going 
to do their business. 

Mr. DRAKE. The expression is, ‘all 
courts of law and equity in the United States.” 

Mr. POMEROY. But not “in the Terri- 
tories,” and this is a corporation for a Terri- 
tory. 

Mr. DRAKE. The Territory is in the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. POMEROY. It may raise a question 
whether parties thinking they are offended will 
not have access to the courts in Colorado. I 
move, therefore, after the words ‘‘ United 
States,” in line twelve of the firat section, to 
insert ‘‘and the Territory of Colorado.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DRAKE. Iremember, Mr. President, 
that a year or two ago I was led to introduce 
a-bill here to establish a life insurance com- 
pany in the District of Columbia, and it hap- 
pened to come before the Senate when some 
ofthe Senators were in their critical mood, 
and I had the satisfaction of finding my bill 
in fifteen minutes smashed up completely. It 
was said to be out of the question for the Con- | 
gress of the United States to be passing char- | 
ters for everybody all over the country in that | 
way; and consequently my bill went ‘where ` 
the woodbine twineth.’’ [Laughter.] Now, 
Mr. President, this is rather the most extraor- 
dinary proposition that ever I have known to 
be introduced into the Congress of the United 
States to create a corporation. I think I am 
jastified in using this language, and I will just 
read here « few lines of this bill: 

That the general objects of such corporation are, 


and are hereby, deciared to be as follows: to pro- 
mote—— 


Mr. HARLAN. Tobject to the further con- 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. DRAKE. Can the Senator from Iowa 
smash my speech in that way? [Laughter. ] 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
he can, because the right to object accrues at 
any time before final action. i 

Mr. ANTHONY. Ibope the Senator from 
Missouri will withdraw his speech and the Sen- | 
ator from Iowa withdraw his objection, and let | 
us pass the bill. I think that is a fair com- | 

romise. 

Mr. HARLAN. It is impossible to pass 
this bill without discussion. 

Mr. DRAKE. If either the honorable Sen- ; 
ator from Rbode Island or the honorable | 
Senator from Iowa supposes I was trifling with | 
this bill and getting up here to make a speech | 
just for the sake of making a speech they are | 
toth very much mistaken. | 

Mr. HARLAN. I had no snch thought. | 
The Senator had succeeded in convincing me | 
that the bill ought not to pass, and therefore I | 
objected to it. i 
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Mr. ANTHONY subsequently said: I be- 
lieve the Senator from Iowa has examined 
Senate bill No. 644, and finds that the lion has 
been taken ont of it and the lamb put in its 
place. I hope he will either allow it to be taken 
up or else allow it to be passed overinformally, 
and not have it put down as objected to. 

Mr. HARLAN. Iam willing to adopt the 
latter suggestion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is it proposed 
to have this bill put in such a position that it 
shall come up as the first billin order on Mon- 
day morning? 

Mr. DRAKE. I ask leave to say one 
word. I do not know many things that would 
cause me more regret than to take a position 
of opposition to a measure which the Senator 


from Rhode Island seems to take an interest ` 


in; but this bill I cannot under any circum- 
stances do any otherwise, in accordance with 
my views of public policy, than to oppose. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Very well; but the Sen- 
ator has no objection to its being considered. 
I do not expect him to vote for it. 

Mr. DRAKE. 
the Calendar and take precedence of other bills. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Ido not ask that, but I 
merely ask that instead of being objected to 
the bill may be considered as passed over in- 
formally, and then it will come up again in its 
place, still being open to objection from any 
Senator. . 

Mr. DRAKE. Very well; I shall not object 
to that; but I shall oppose the bill whenever 
it does come up. 

Mr. ANTHONY. We have passed over sev- 
eral bilis informally. They are not considered 
as objected to, but can be called up at any time 
when there is no objection to them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands the Senator from Missouri not to object 
ee proposition of the Senator from Rhode 

sland. 

Mr. DRAKE. I do not abject to that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 


_ Open to objection again when reached in its 


order. 
Mr. DRAKE. Very well, sir. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT MONTGOMERY. 


The next hill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 731) to provide for a building suited to 
the-use of the post office, the land and revenue 
officers, and the judicial officers of the United 
States, in the city of Montgomery, Alabama; 
which was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. By its provisions the Secretary of the 
Treasury is directed to cause to be constructed 
a suitable building, fire-proof, at Montgomery, 
Alabama, for the accommodation of the cus- 
tom-house, post office, United States circuit 


` and district courts, land and internal revenue 
. offices; and for this purpose there is appropri- 


ated $100,000, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall 


` cause proper plans and estimates to be made 
, 60 that no expenditure shall be made or author- 


ized for the full completion of the building 


: beyond the amount herein appropriated. No 
' money appropriated by the bill shall be used .. 
or applied for the purposes mentioned until a . 
| valid title to the land for the site of the build- 
' ing shall be vested in the United States, and 
. until the State shall also duly release and rẹ- 


linquish to the United States the right to tax 
or in any way assess the site or the property 
of the United States that may bethereon during 


the time that the United States shall be or : 


remain the owner thereof. 
The Committee on Public Buildings and 


Grounds reported the bill with an amendment, © 
to strike out in line six the word *“ custom- 


house.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 


I do not wish it to stand on |: 


April 29, 


ROSINA LENZINGER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bil} 
(S. No. 777) granting arrears of pension to 
Rosina Lenzinger ; which was read the second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. Under its provisions the Secretary of 
the Interior is to pay Rosina Lenzinger, widow 
of Melchior Lenzinger, late a private in com- 
pany D of the fifty-sixth regiment of Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers, arrears of pension at the rate 
of eight dollars per month, from the 3d day of 
February, 1864, the date of her husband’s death, 
to the 9th day of February, 1869, the date of 
the commencement of her present pension. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
: amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills and joint resolution were 

;, severally read twice by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affiirs : 

| A bill (H. R. No. 784) to authorize the set- 

|i tlement of the accounts of officers of the Army; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1891) for the relief of 
George C. Haynie ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1892) making an appro- 
priation to satisfy a judgment obtained against 
Grenville M. Dodge, late an otlicer of the 
United States, and others, for acts done by 
them in the line of their duty ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1893) for the relief of the 
heirs of John W. Duff, Andrew Kensinger, 
Jesse Fry, Peter Hart, Edward Bray, Pleasant 
Trent, and Clinton Luster ; 

A bill (H. R., No. 1895) for the relief of 
Major John W. Todd; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1896) for the relief of 
William A. Howard ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1897) for the relief of 
Lot S. Bayless, administrator of lieutenant 
Marcus W. Bayless, deceased ; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 273) donating 
condemned cannon to the McPherson Monu- 
: ment Association. 

MARY HODGSON. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 778) granting a pension to Mary Hodg- 
son; which was read a second time, and con- 

‘ sidered as in Committee of the Whole. The 
Secretary of the Interior is to place on the 
pension-roll, subject to the provisions and lim- 
itations of the pension laws, the name of Mary 
Hodgson, widow of Thomas Hodgson, late a 
private in company F, first regiment Tennessee 
infantry volunteers, and to pay her a pension 
at the rate of eight dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the 12th day of April, 1863, and to 
continue during her widowhood. 

Mr. PRATT. This bill, and the two follow- 
ing it, are bills reported from the Committee 
on Pensions by the chairman of that commit- 
tee, [Mr. EpMunps,] who stated to me yester- 
day morning that he would be unavoidably 
absent for two or three days. He desired me 
to state, when these cases were called, that 
there would be a brief memorandum found 
among the papers in each-case. He reported 
them without a formal written report, and 
‘ desired me to state if any objection was made 
that a brief statement would be found in the 
: papers of the grounds upon which the bill was 
reported in each case. ; 

The bill was reported to the Senáte without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELIZA WHITING. 


: The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
i (S. No. 779) granting a pension to Eliza White 
ing; which was read a second time, and con- 
sidered asin Committee of the Whole. It pro: 
vides for placing on the pension-roll, subject 
to the provisions and limitations of the pen- 
sion laws, the name of Eliza Whiting, widow 


l: 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be | ed, and the amendment was concurred in. The '; of the late Brevet Brigadier General Henry 


passed over, and the title of the next bill on the |; 


Calendar will be read. ii reading, was read the thir 


rossed for a third 
time, and passed. 


bill was ordered to be e 


| Whiting, United States Army, at the rate of 
il thirty dollars per month from the 16th day 


1870. 
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of September, 1851, to continue daring ber 
i d. H 
vidom was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to beengrossed fora third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. | 
MICHAEL M’GINNISS. i 


The next bill.on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 780) granting arrears of pension to 
Michael McGinniss; which was read a second | 
time, and considered as in Committee of the | 
Whole. It provides for paying arrears of pen- _ 
sion to Michael McGinnias, late a musician in ` 
the twenty-eighth regiment of Massachusetts ` 
volunteers, from the 18th day of August, 1862, 
the date of his discharge from the regiment, to `| 
the 25th day of June, 1866, the date cf the | 
renewal of his pension. i i 

The bill was reported to the Senate withont :: 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for athird | 


and 1862, and moved that the committee be 
discharged from farther consideration of the 
same, and that it be referred to the Committee. 
of Claims. : : 

The motion was agreed to. 

MARY PETRIE. 

“Mr. LOGAN also, from the same committee, 
reported back the bill (H.R. No. 1692) for 
the relief of Mary Petrie, widow of George C. 


Petrie, late a private seventeenth Michigan ; 


infantry 
mittee 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
The motion wag agreed to. 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. LOGAN also, from the same committee, 
reported adversely on the following joint reso- 
lotion and petitions; andthe same were sever- 


reading, read the third time, and passed. !! ally laid on the table: 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. [i 


Mr. POOL. I ask that leave of absence be 
granted to my colleague [Mr. Assorr) until | 
the 10th of May. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That order will | 
be made if there be no objection. The Chair | 
hears none. 


BXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. STOCKTON. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness. 
. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection to the motion of the Senator from 
New Jersey, and the Sergeant-at-Arms will | 
clear the galleries and close the doors. 

After some time spent in executive session 
the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


i| Army and Navy officers who are on the 


| list to hold civil offices ; 


fifty citizens of New York and its vicinity, with 
| accompanying papers; and — 


commission. : 
* DROPPED FROM THE ROLLS. 

Mr. LOGAN also, from, the same committee, 
reported back, with the recommendation that 
it do pass, the joint resolution (S. R..No. 84) 
authorizing the President to drop froni the rolls 
of the Army the names of certain officers, 

- The question was on ordering the joint res- 
| olution to be read a third time. 


‘the President to drop from thè rolls of the 
Army, W, Barnhart, first lieutenant fourth cav- 


Fripay, April 29, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. ` Prayer | 


h 
ewman, D. D 
. ‘The Journal 
approved. i . | 
REPORTS OF A PRIVATE. NATURE. i 
Mr. SCHENCK. 
order of business. . ` 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour now | 


begins, and committees will be called for re- 

ports of 4 private nature, beginning with the 

Committee on Military Affairs, . f 
VALENTINE WEHRHBRIM., 


tary Affairs, reported back House bill No. 774, 
to amend ah act- for the telief of Valentine | 


Wehrheim, approved June 12, 1860; ‘and the | 


same was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. - eta fas ay 
¥. E. GARN®S?PT. >i 
Mr. LOGAN also, from the same committee, 
reported adversely upon the petition of F. E. 
Garnett for pay as lieutenant during the period 
for which he was commissioned but not mus- 
teredin; and the same was laid on the table, , |! 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN C. ADERCROMBIE. || 


Mr. LOGAN also, from the same committee, | 
reported back the joint resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Iowa, in favor of granting a pension 
to Lieutenant Colonel John C. Abercrombie, 
of that State, corresponding to his rank, and 
moved that the committee be discharged from |! 
further consideration of the same, and that it 
pe hii to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

ns. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ANDREW MALCOLM. 


Mr. LOGAN alzo, from the same committee, 
reported back the petition of Andrew. Mal- 
coim, of Rolla, Phelps county, Missouri, ask- 
ing for pay due him from the Government for 
‘depredations of Government troops in 1861 


the Chaplain of the Senate, Rev, J.. P. i} from the War Department with reference to | 


"of yesterday was read and | 


I demand the regular || War DEPARTMENT, 


|: alry, and W. J. Patterson, first lieutenant fifth 


artillery. 
Mr. LOGAN, There is a communication 


this bill which may be read if any gentleman 
desires it. 

Mr. KELSEY. Let it be read. 
i The Clerk read as followa: 


Wasnrearon, December 6, 1869. 


ation of Congress a list of officers of the United States 
Army who are absent 
out authority, and concerning the present address of 
whom no information ean be obtained. Under the 
act of Congressof July 13, 1866, section five, *‘ no off- 


in time of peace except upon and in pursuance of 
the sentence of a court-martial to that effect.” 

As the officers mentioned in this report cannot be 
apprehended and brought to trial for their offense, 
it is respectfully recommended that by a resolu- 
tion of Congress the Secretary of War be directed 


i! to drop them from the rolls of the Army. _The gen- 
|; eral resolution introduced at the first session of the 


Forty-First Congress, authorizing the President to 
‘drop officers of the Army from the rolls who. absented 
themselves from their Maras Tee without authority 


passed. : 
am, sir, very respeetfully, your obediant servant, 
oe WILLIAM W. BELKNAP 


Secretary of War. 


Hon. Henry Wiison, a 
-© Chai ila Committee, U. S. Senate. 


irman Military 


l 
i 
| 
| 


in lieu of and equal in value to that lost by 
those enlisted men of the fourteenth regiment 
of infantry whose quarters in Ash barracks, 
Nashville, Tennessee, were destroyed by fire on 
the night of the 4th of December, 1869. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. LOGAN moved toreconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed; and also 


; ' moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
volunteers, and moved that the com- ` on the table. 
e discharged from the further consid- |: 


eration of the same, and that it be referred to |i 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. LOGAN also, from the same committee, 
reported adversely on the following bills and 
petitions ; and the same were severally laid on 
the table: 

_ Petition of $. P. Storey, first lieutenant 


|| United States Army, for a joint resolution 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 97) permitting l 
retir 


authorizing 


pee by the President ; 
Bul (H. R. 


No. 735) to pay the national 


' guards in the State of Tennessee, called into 


Petition for the relief of Brevet Major Gen- service by Major General A. B. Burnside; 


: eral Robert Anderson from three hundred and ‘: guards, a company of Ohio volunteers, on the 


Bill (H. R. No. 1468) to place the Trumbull 


, same footing as other volunteer soldiers; and 


Petition of John Q. Adama for pay as sig- $ 
nal officer, he having served as such without a | 


| The joint resolution was read. It authorizes |; 


Petition of certain of the men of Captain 
Goldmon Benjamin’s company, asking for a 
proper construction of the act of March 1, 
1869. . 

GEORGS O. HAYNIE. | 


Mr. LOGAN also, fram the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1891) for the relief 
of George C. Haynie; which was. read a first 
and second time. 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was read. It directs the Paymaster 
General of the Army to pay. to George C. 


| Haynie, late captain of company A, second 
: regiment North Carolina mounted infantry, 
' out of any money appropriated for the pay of 
| the Army, the. fuk pay and allowances of a 


captain of: infantry for suck time as, he shall 
make satisfactory: proof that he actually served 
as a captain or: was a prisoner in the bands of 


i! the rebels after having been appointed and 


entered. upon his duty as such captain. - 
The bill. was. ordered to be: engrossed. and 


~ read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


rom their commands witb- , 


for more than three months, does not appear tohave | 


The joint resoletion was ordered to a third ` 


reading; and it was accordingly read the third `: 


time, and passed. 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
alzo moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
ee . CLOTHING TO, SOLDIERS, : 

. Mr. LOGAN also, from the same committse, 
reported. back, with the recommendation that 


enlisted men of the fourteenth regiment of 
| infantey. x t “i i 
The joint resolution was read. Itis an au- 


therity ta the Secretary of War to issue clothing 


. that the motion to. reconsider be 
: table. 
| cer of the military or naval service can be dismissed |i 


Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Mili- || 


Srn: Ihavethoe honor to forward for tbe inform- f aecordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. LOGAN moved tọ reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
laid.on the 


The latter motion was agreed to. oe 7 

. ) GRENVILLE M. DODGE AND OTHERS.. 

Mr. LOGAN, froti the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1892) making an 
appropriation to satisfy a' judgment obtained 
against Grenville M: Dodge, late an officer of 
the United States, and others, for acts done by 


| them in the line of their duty; which was read 


a first and second time. | 

The question was upon ordering the biil to 
be engrossed and read a third time.. 

The bill was read. It appropriates $5,000, 
or as much thereof as may be necessary, to 


'į enable the Secretary of War.to satisfy a judg- 


ment obtained against Grenville M. Dodge, 
late an officer of the United States, and others, 
for acts done by them in the line of their duty 
under orders from their superior officers, and 
to defray-the. costs of defending. the suits at 
law in which such judgments, were recovered. 

-Mr. DAWES. {would ask the gentleman 


' from Tiinois if he has considered the effect of 


the passage. of this bill in multiplying such 
suits? ee 
Mr, LOGAN. I will ask to have the letter 


it do pass, the joint resolation (S. R. No. 128) | of the Secretary of War read, 


authorizing the issue of: clothing to certain ` 


The Clerk read as follows: 
BA War DEPARTMENT, Apr 13, 1870. 
he Secretary, of War has the honor to report to 
ens eee of Representatives that in_the year 1865 
Major Gener: Grenville M. Dodge, United States 
volunteers, then in command of the United States 
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forces on the plains, was directed by this Depart- 
mont, at the instance of the Department of the Inte- 
rior, to seize certain horses, supposed to have been 
unlawfully taken from the Indian coungry, and turn 
them over to the United States superintendent of 
Indian affairs for the State of Kansas. The order | 
was duly executed, and the horses were eventually | 
turned over to the United States quartermaster's 
department, sold at auction to the highest bidder, | 
and the proceeds of the sale applied to the public ' 
sorvice, The claimants of the said horses instituted - 
proceedings at law in the courts of the State of . 
ansas against the officers concerned in the execu- 
tion of the orders of this Department, which pro- | 
ceedings, by direction of the War Department, were, `; 
under instructions from the Attorney General, ope 
posed by the law officers of the United States in the 
said State. Copies of the proceedings referred to are 
hereunto attached, and it will be seen from an exam- 
ination of the same that final judgment has been `i 
rendered against the defendants in the sum of $2,928 
and costs. This judgment isin immediate danger 
of being executed upon the personal estate of one | 
of the defendants, the aforesaid Grenville M. Dodge, | 
situate within the State of Iowa, and as it is.ascer- 
tained that the case can be no further contested in : 
the courts of law, it. is recommended that an imme- | 
diate appropriation of $5,000, or so much thereof as 
is necessary, be made to enable the Secretary of War || 
to satisfy a judgment obtained against Grenville M. | 
Dodge, late an officer of the United States, and others, | 
for acts done by them in the line of theirduty under | 
orders from their superior officers, and to defray the | 
costs of defending the suits at law in which such 
judgment was recovered. This recommendation is | 
concurred in by the Secretary of the Interior. | 
WILLIAM W. BELKNAP, | 
Secretary of War. | 
_ Mr. DAWES. I think that letter answers my 
inquiry where it states that it has been ascer- | 
tained that no further proceedings can be had. : 
It had occurred to me that if you paid a judg- | 
ment of an inferior court under these circum- | 
stances it would multiply suits all over the land, 
but if it ia such a judgment as cannot :be car- | 
ried further the defendants ought to be pro- 


tected. 
Mr. LOGAN. That is exactly the position 


| each case, shall allow him full pay and emolu- » 


‘| after these enlisted men reported to General 


of the case. 

. Mr. PAINE. When I heard the bill read I 
was under the impression that there were sev- 
eral of these judgments, but on reading the bill 
myself I find thatit refers to but a single judg- 
ment against General Dodge and others. The 
last two lines contain these words: ‘‘and de- 
fray the costs of defending the suits at law in 
which such judgments were recovered.” I 
suggest to the chairman of the committee that 
to remove all doubt he substitute for the word 
“ suits”? the word ‘suit,’ and for ‘‘ jadg- 
ments were” the words “judgment was.” 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no objection to that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and being engrossed, it was | 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. | 


RELIEF OF VOLUNTEER OFFICERS. 


Mr. LOGAN. The Committee on Military 
Affairs have instructed me to report a bill for 
the relief of certain volunteer officers. There 
is a joint resolution from the Senate of the 
same purport on the Speaker’s table. I ask 
unanimous consent that it be taken up and 
passed instead of the bill. 

There was no objection ; and the joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 90) for the relief of certain 
officers of volunteers was taken from the 
Speaker's table, and read a first and second 
time. 

The question was on ordering the joint reso- 
lution to be read a third time. 

The joint resolution was read. It provides 
that in every case in which a commissioned 
officer or enlisted man was detached from his 
regiment in pursuance of orders from the War 
Department, and directed to report to Briga- 
dier General Daniel Ullman, in New York 
city, with a view to being mustered as a com- 
missioned officer in the brigade which General 

‘Ullman was authorized by the War Depart- 


ing for an a 


ment to raise, and who actually reported in 


New York without neglect or delay on his part, |; 


and under orders from ‘his saperior officers: 
entered on duty as a commissioned officer, and 
was afterward actually mustered, but by reason ; 
of there being no legal vacancy, or from other 
cause beyond his control, and without his own 
fault or neglect, was not mustered in as a com- | 
missioned officer of the date he reported at 
General Ullman’s headquarters, the War De- 
partment, after an examination of the facts in 


ments for the rank to which he was assigned, 
and in which he served, from the date on which 


‘| he reported at the aforesaid headquarters, de- ` 


ducting therefrom all pay actually received 
for such period; and that in case of the death | 


i of any such commissioned officer or enlisted | 


man prior to or after muster or after honorable , 
discharge his heirs or legal representatives i 
shall be entitled to the pay and a 
the rank in which such commissioned officer | 
or enlisted man actually served, deducting all ` 
pay and allowances received by him or them © 
‘or such period. | 
Mr. PAINE. I would like to inquire of the . 
chairman of the committee how long it was | 


lowances of |: 


Ullman before the regiments were organized 
and they regularly entered upon their duties , 
as commissioned officers? 

Mr. LOGAN. These men entered upon their . 
duties at once, and some of them were in 
battle in Louisiana before being mustered in . 
service. 

Mr. PAINE. What I asked the gentleman . 
was, how long it was after these men reported 
before the regiments were organized in which | 
they served? `: 

Mr. LOGAN. The regiments were par- 
tially organized at the time these men reported. 

Mr. PAINE. I infer from the language of | 
the bill that these men reported in New York; ; 
the regiments in which tikoy served I believe 
were subsequently organized in Louisiana. 

Mr. LOGAN. They tepon in New York; 
and were sent at once to Louisiana. 

Mr. PAINE. How long was it before these 
men began to serve as officers in their regi- 


ments? | 
LOGAN. They reported as rapidly as 


Mr. 
they could. 

Mr. PAINE. The regiments were organ- 
ized after they got to Louisiana. 

Mr. LOGAN. These men were ordered to 
Louisiana, and they reported there as soon as | 
they could. 

The joint resolution was then read the third : 
time, and passed. 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and | 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DAVID’S ISLAND MARINE HOSPITAL. 


Mr. LOGAN. There was referred to the 
Committeeon Military Affairs some time since 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury ask- 
propriation to purchase the build- | 
ing on David’s Island, near New York city, for 
marine hospital purposes. Thesubject has been | 
investigated by the committee, and they find | 
no objection to grannog tree request. I move | 
that the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- ` 
charged from the further consideration of this © 
subject, and that the same -be referred to the ` 
Committee on Appropriations. 5 

The motion was agreed to; and it was ordered | 
accordingly. 

M’ PHERSON MONUMENT ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 273) donating condemned cannon to the : 
McPherson Monument Association ;.which was 
read a firat and second time. st 

The question was upon ordering the joint | 
resolution to be engrossed and read a third . 
time. 


The joint resolution, which was read, directs ‘| 


the Secretary of War to deliver to the McPher- 
son Monument Association such number of 
condemned bronze guns as may be required 
by said association to be used in the erection 
or ornamentation of a monument to the late 
Major General James B. McPherson. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and bein 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the thir 
time, and passed. 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MRS. MARGARET M. RANSOM. 


Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Mili- 


' tary Affairs, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1893) 
to increase the pension of Mrs. Margaret M. 


Ransom; which was read a first and second 
time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

` The bill, which was read, directs the Secre- 

tary of the Interior to increase the pension of 
Margaret M. Ransom, mother of the late Brevet 
Major General T. E. G. Ransom, to fifty dollars 
per month from October 29, 1864, the date of 
the death of General Ransom, and that the 
same shall be paid to her after deducting there- 
from all money she may have received for any 
portion of the time since said date as pension 
under the general law. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would like to know how 


` the Committee on Military Affairs got juris- 


diction of a matter of this kind. It seems to 
me it is a matter which very clearly belongs to 
another committee of this House. 

Mr. LOGAN. This subject was before the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and inasmuch 
as the House referred it to us we thought we 
would act upon it. I have no obiection, how- 
ever, to the bill being referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. I hope the gentle- 
man will reportthe same bill back to the House, 
as we have investigated the matter thoroughly, 
and know it is right. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
referred accordingly. 

JOHN W. DUFF AND OTHERS. 


Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1894) 


'| for the relief of the heirs of John W. Duff, 


Andrew Kenzinger, Jesse Fry, Peter Hard, 
Edward Bray, Pleasant Trent, and Clinton 
Luster; which was read a first and second time. 
The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 
The preamble of the bill states that it is 
alleged that the persons named in the title of 


‘ the bill, of the State of Tennessee, were duly 


enlisted as soldiers in the service of the United 
States during the late war, and were killed or 
captured by the enemy while in such service; 
but by reason of inadvertence or negligence on 
the part of their respective company or regi- 
mental commanders their names do not appear 
upon the records of the War Department. 
The bill provides that upon presentation of 
satisfactory evidence of the fact of the enlist- 
ment of either or all of said soldiers, and of 
their capture or death while in the service, it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of War to 
cause their names to be taken up on the rolls 


| of their respective companies and regiments, 
` and their military history to beentered thereon, 
. in accordance with such proof; and their heirs 


or legal representatives shall thereupon be 
entitled to the same pay, bounty, pensions, an 
other allowances to which such heirs or legal 
representatives would have been entitled ha 
said soldiers been regularily mustered into the 
service of the United States and their names 
been borne upon the rolls of their respective 
companies. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
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third time ; and being engrossed 
din ly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 

table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
MAJOR JOUN W. TODD. 


Mr. LOGAN reported, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, a bill (H. R. No. 1895) 
for the relief of Major Jobn W. Todd; which 
was read a first and second time. 

The bill authorizes and directs the proper 
officers of the Treasury Depart- 
e settlement of the accounts of 
Major John W. Todd, of the ordnance depart- 
ment of the United States Army, to credit him 
with the sam of $3,000, upon the prodaction 
of satisfactory proof that that amount was stolen 
from him by a clerk assigned to duty under 
him by competent authority, and that such loss 
occurred to him through no fault or negligence 
on the part of Todd. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
report in this case. 

The report was read. It states that the evi- 
dence submitted shows that Johan W. Todd is 
a major of ordnance; that in July, 1867, he 
was in command at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
and had in his service a soldier named Samuel 


accounti 
ment, In 


I would like to hear the 


- 


W. Kent, who had been detailed as clerk and . 


assigned to him for such duty by orders from | 


the district headquarters at New Orleans; that - 


being on court-martial duty, and uneble to 
leave Baton Rouge, he sent Kent to New Or- 
leans with a check on the Assistant Treasurer 
at that place for $3,000, which fands were re- 

uired to pay the employés at the arsenal ; 
that Kent drew the money and absconded with 
it; that Todd made great efforts to secare the 
apprehension of Kent, and subjected himself 
to considerable expense for that purpose, but 
that he has not yet been found. In view of 
the fact that Kent was not employed by Todd, 
but was detailed for duty with him as clerk by 
orders from the commanding officer of the dis- 
trict, the committee believe Todd ought not 
to be held responsible for the loss occasioned 
by the dishonesty of Kent. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I believe 


that this subject has been before the Commit- : 
tee of Claims. I am not certain but that the | 


very same case has been before that commit- 
tee. I submit to the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Locan] that it certainly does not appear 
clearly that it was proper for Major Todd to 


: ig nothing unusual in it. 


be passed. 
i Mr. HOLMAN. The reason why I wish 
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it was | appointment of the clerk was made without 


H 


the application of Major Todd, who was unac- 
uainted with Kent, and did not select him for 
detail This was one of our reasons for report- 
ing the bill. Although the bill may appear to | 
come from an inappropriate committee, yet I | 
am pretty well satisfied that if the Committee | 
of Claims should examine the case they would | 
be in favor of the bill. A reference, however, ` 
to the Committee of Claims would doubtless 
have the effect of throwing the bill over to 
another session. I prefer that it should be 
ed at once; but if the gentleman from 
ndiana insists, I will consent to its reference 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. HOLMAN. As the report is quite brief, 
I ask that it be again read, for I could nothear | 
it distinctly before in consequence of the con- 
fusion prevailing in the Hall. 

The report was again read. 

Mr. LOGAN. I presume the gentleman is ` 
now satisfied, from the reading of the report, 
that the claim ought to be paid. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I am not inclined to make 
the motion for reference. Perhaps the gen- 
tleman from Illinois will make it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido not wish to make the 
motion, because I am satisfied this man ought 
to be reimbursed. If the Committee of Claims | 
desire to investigate the case, as it properly | 
belongs to them, I do not object. Iam satis- | 
fied they will come to the same conclusion we 
have. I prefer, however, that the bill should 


| 


to have it referred to the Commitee of Claims 
is, that committee have the question under con- 
sideration. I do not know what conclusion has | 


been reached. The question is whether this ' 
major who intrusted so considerable an amount 
of money in the hands of a subordinate officer , 
could not have rendered the custody of the 
money more secure than he did. {tis important ' 
that a public officer having charge of public 
funds should be held to a severe accountability. 
Mr. LOGAN. Therewasnothingunusualin . 
this. The eal ree of the gentleman from | 
Wisconsin (Mr. Paine] shows that this officer | 
should not be held responsible. This man was ; 
detailed to him without his application. There : 
The detail being ` 
made to him he reposed confidence in this man. 
He did not ask that the man should be detailed 


‘to him. We thonght it was a case where reim- | 
: bursement should be made. 


. to some securer mode? 


intrast so large an amount of money, $3,000, ` 


to the hands of an entirely irresponsible party. 
Mr.LOGAN. This biil was assigned by the 
committee to the gentleman from New York, 


: I suppose he could have suggested a way by 


{Mr. Stocom, ] to be reported by him. [know — 


nothing more about the case than appears in 
the report. There is no doubt that the case 
presents a claim; but whether this or a similar 
case has been before the Committee of Claims 
Ido not know. I have no objection to the 
reference of the bill to that committee. I am 


satisfied, however, that the claim ought to be . 


But we have no desire to usurp the 
of any other committee. 


paid. 
authori 


' it makes no difference which committee has 
. charge of it. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman will . 


move the reference of the bill to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Oh, Ihope it will not be - 


referred. 

Mr. PAINE. I wish to inquire of the chair- 
man of the committee whether the detail of 
this clerk was make by the district commander 


| with him he would not have lost it. 
' the bill will be passed. 


_ words ‘without his application or request?” | 


in compliance with a request of the ordnance | 


officer, designating that particular person. That 
is usual in such cases. If the ordnance officer 
applied for the detail of this particular clerk, 

e case would be a very different one from 
that which would be presented if the detail was 
made without the officer’s application. If he 


| 


| 


| occasione 
| see any necessity for the amendment. 
. for the previous question. - 


selected the clerk, he ought to be held respons- | 


ible for his conduct. 
Mr. LOGAN. The papers show that the 


i 
i 


Mr. HOLMAN. Could be not have resorted 


Mr. LOGAN. After the money was stolen 


which its loss could have been prevented. 
When a man has had his pocket picked he 
could say that if he had not taken the money 
I hope 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


clusive? 
LOGAN. The evidence sustains the 


Mr. 
report in every particular. 


Is the evidence con- 


tot 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. It seems to me that 


Mr. LOGAN. The evidence is voluminous | 
and fally sustains the report. 
The bill was again read. , 
Mr. PAINE. The bill 


money was stolen by a clerk detailed to him. . 
Has the gentleman any objection to insert the | 


Mr. LOGAN. Ido not see any necessity | 
for the amendment. The bill provides that the | 
accounting officers of the Treasury shall not pay | 
unless he produces evidence that the loss was || 

by no neglect on his part. Ido not i 
I call : 
i 


ji 


The previous question was seconded and the : 


sets forth this credit i 
shall be allowed on satisfactory proof that this ʻ 


main question ordered; and under the opera- |; 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
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and reada third time ; and being engrossed, it 
wasaccordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


SETTLEMENT OF OFFICERS’ ACCOUNTS. 
Mr. LOGAN, from the same committee, 


, reported back House bill No. 784, to authorize 


the settlement of the accounts of officers of 
the Army, with the recommendation that it do 


pass. À 
. The bill, which was read, authorizes the 
`: proper accounting officers of the Treasury, in 


the settlement of the accounts of disbursing 


', officers of the War Department, arising since 
' the commencement of the rebellion and prior 
to the 20th of August, 1866, to allow such 


credits for overpayments and: for losses of 
fonds, vouchers, and property as they may 
deem just and reasonable, when recommended 
under authority of the Secretary of War by 
the head of the military bureau to which such 
accounts respectively pertain. The second sec- 
tion provides that the accounts of military offi- 
cers, whether of the line or staff, for Govern- 
ment property charged to them, may be closed 


| by the proper accounting officers whenever in 


their judgment it will be in the interest of the 
United States so to do, provided that such 
accounts originated prior to the 20th of August, 
1 


866. 
Mr. LOGAN. I move the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill, as amended, was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and 


| being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 


third time, and passed. 
Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 


_that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


table. 
‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM A. HOWARD. 


Mr. LOGAN also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1896) for the 
relief of William A. Howard; which was read 
a first and second time. 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Pay- 
master General of the Army to pay to William 


© A. Howard, late colonel of the regiment of 


marine artillery, outof any money appropriated 
for the pay of the Army, the full pay and allow- 
ances of a colonel of artillery from the 1st day 
of September, 1861, to the 29th day of May, 


oy HOLMAN. I ask that the report be 
read. 

The report was read. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. LOGAN. I now yield to my colleague 
on the committee from Indiana, [ Mr. PACKARD. ] 


A. STRINGER. 


Mr. PACKARD, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported adversely on the 
petition of A. Stringer, private, &c., (detailed 
as clerk,) for arrears of pay and remuneration 
for money actually expended for the United 
States Government while in the service; and 
the sume was laid on the table. 

JAMES LINDSAY. 

Mr. PACKARD also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with the recommenda- 
tion that it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 199) 
for the relief of James Lindsay. 
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The bill was read. 


‘It authorizes the proper 
accounting officers of the Government to settle 
and adjast the account of James Lindsay for a 
battery of three mounted howitzers, caissons, 
harness, &c., complete, by order of Brigadier | 


General Clinton B. Fisk, dated August 10, 


| General of the Army to allow and pay to Wil- 


1863, turned over tothe United States, and to 


y said Lindsay therefor, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
provided that such payment shall not exceed 
the sum of $874 35. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let the report be read. 

The report was read. It stated that the 


committee had had under consideration the . 


petition of James Lindsay for relief, and found 
the facts therein set forth to be true, the peti- 
tion being as follows: 

Wasaivarton, D. C., Marck 30, 1864. 
General Cunton B, Fisu, St. Louis, Missouri > 

I called on the Secretary of War the othor day 
and asked him fur an order to pay me for my cannons, 
but he declined doing anything, because there was 
mo previous order for them trom his Department. 

I now havo n bill pending before Congress to pay 
me, and the Military Committee tell me if I will 
produce a statement from you stating the circum- 
stance and necessity for taking the guns they will 
recommend it to pass. 

By way of refreshing your memory, you will recol- 
leet that Colonel Livingsten was feartul they might 
fall ia the hands of the enemy, and as they were 
light guns he needed them about that time (August 
30, 1863) to parsue the guerrillas that were then just 
below Patterson, and who were at Patterson on the 
1st day of August, and captured John Whytack and 
others. 

Your early attention will greatly oblige, very truly, 


yours, 
JAMES LINDSAY. 


The committee re 
that seid battery and equipment cost the peti- 
tioner the sem of $874 35, and were afterward 
taken: by order of Brigadier General C. B. Fisk 
for the ase of the United States Government. 
The committee, therefore, reeommended that 
the bill fer hia relief be A 

Mr. HOL I wish to inquire why this 
claim was not paid by the War Department. 
Ifthose pieces of artillery were taken and turned 
over to the eerviee of the Government why 
did not the War Department pay the claim ? 

Mr. PACKARD. 
claim has not been paid, but I cannot say why. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I can give 
some information as to this matter, as it oc- 
carred in my town, Colonel Lindsay being a 
eitizen of fronton, Missouri. During the war, 
as I understand, the citizens of that vicinity 
contribated money for the purehase of a small 
battery. I presame that Colonel Lindsay con- 
tributed some of his own funds in the same 
way. Thebattery wastaken charge of by order 
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taken from the Speaker’s table, and read a first 
and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill tos 
third reading. 

The bill was read. It directsthe Paymaster | 
liam F. Scott, late adjutant fourth lows volun: | 
teer cavalry, out of the appropriation for the 
pay of the Army, the difference between the 
pay and allowances of a sergeant major of cav- 
alry and that of adjutant of eavalry from the 
23d of March, 1865, to the 10th of June, 1865, - 
inclusive, he having actually acted in the capa- 
city of such adjutant during that time and 
having received therefor only the pay of ser- 
geant major, not having been actually mustered 
as such adjutant by reason of the non-receipt 


of his commission. 


rted that they had found | 


The bill was ordered to athird reading; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 


assed. 
Mr. PACKARD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ALBERT REVES, 


On motion of Mr. PACKARD, the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs was discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
747) for the relief of Albert Reves; and the 
same was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


LOT S. BAYLESS. 


Mr. PACKARD, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1897) 
for the relief of Lot S. Bayless, administrator 
of Marcus W. Bayless, deceased; which was 
read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 


' be engrossed and read a third time. 


The bill was read. It directs the proper 
accounting officers of the Government to pay 
to Lot S. Bayless, administrator of Marcus W. 
Bayless, deceased, late first lieutenant and 


` quartermaster forty-foorth Indiana volunteer 


I am only aware that the ` 


of General Fisk, whe believed that the battery | 
was exposed where it was in the city of Iron- © 


ton. 
ment is made it should be made to the persons 
who the ry, er who contributed 
the funds which bought it. In that way Col- 


My own opinion is that if reimburse- | 


onel Lindsay would get his share with the 


rest. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I would suggest that under 
that state of facts my eolleague [Mr. Paor- 
AnD) should move the reeommittal of the bill, 
with a view to calling on the War Department 
for information. 


Mr. PACKARD. I have no objection to l. three months’ pay proper of a captain of heavy 


that course. I therefore move that the bill be 
recommi to the Committee on Military |, 
Affairs. 


The motion was agreed to. 
. WILLIAM F. SCOPF. .. - 


“Me. PACKARD. I have been instructed by 
the Committee. on Military Affairs to report | 


back the bill (H. R. No. 1522) for the relief 
of William F. Scott, late adjutant fourth Iowa 


woluateer cavalry. I will state that there isa ; 
bill from the Senate identically the same as the | 
', eer comes within either the letter or the spirit 


House bill now on the Speaker’s table. I ask 


that it be 


House bill. 


627) for the relief of William F. Scott, late 
adjutant fourth Iowa cavalry. volunteers, was 


taken up and passed instead of the | 
' of March, 1865; but on the 19th of March, - 
There was no objeetion, and the bill (S. No. | 


| 


infantry, at the rate of the regular pay and 
allowances of officers of that rank in the Army 
from 15th January, 1862, to 22d August, 1862, 
inclusive. ; 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PACKARD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


A. F. M’MILLAN. 


Mr. PACKARD, from the same committee, 
reported back, with the recommendation that 
it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 1881) for the 
relief of A. F. McMillan. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was read. Jt directs the Paymas- 
ter General of the Army to pay to A. F. Me- 
Millan, late captain company F, first United 
States colored artillery, heavy, out of any 
money appropriated for the pay of the Army, 


K 


artillery. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Let the. report be read. | 
The report was read. ; ‘ 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I suppose this bill ex- ` 
tends the provisions of the act of March 3, : 
1865, granting three months’ pay proper to 
certain officers. That act, it will be recollected, 


: provides that all officers who were then in the 


service and remained in the service up ta the 
close of the. war shouid be entitled: to three 
months’ pay proper.: I do net see that this ofi- ` 
of that law. He was in the service on the 2d 
1865, an attempt was made upon. his part to get 


out of the service, which was successful shortly _ 
after that. He was neither in the service tech- ii 


April 29, 


nically nor within the spirit of the law at the 
close of the war. ‘The war had not closed at 
the date when his resignation was actually 
received. I understand that he claims that 
though he resigned in March his resignation 


i| was not received until April, and therefore he 


is entitled to the benefit of the act of March 3. 


i Now, at the date his resignation was actually 
' received and he retired from the service the 


war had not yet closed. If his resignation had 
not been sent in until the day it was received 
he would not be within the letter of the law, 
Now, there are a great many officers who are 
similarly situated who come nearer to the 
spirit of the law than does this gentleman. 
This is onty an attempt to extend the provis- 
ions of the law to suit this special case; at 
least I so understand it, and it strikes me 
that the bill ought not to pass. 

Mr, PACKARD. I do not understand that 
this is an attempt to extend the law. The 
officer himself does not so understand it, but 
claims that such is his case that ho comes within 
the law. The law provides that officers in 
service on the 9th of April shall receive the 
benefit of that act. This officer was in actual 
service at that time, not having received notice 
of the acceptance of his resignation until the 
10th of April. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Had the war closed at 
the time this officer received notice of the 
acceptance of his resignation? 

Mr. PACKARD. The warhad closed before 


: he left the service. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not so understand 
it. If the war had closed absolutely at the 
time he received notice of the acceptance of his 
resignation he would need no additional legis- 
lation for his relief. He is one of those offi- 
cers who were in service at the date of the 
passage of the law, but he did pot remain in 
service until the end of the war. 

Mr. PACKARD. I havenothing further to 
say except that this bill has received the unan- 
imous approval of the Committee on Military 


ffairs. : 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired, and this bill will go over to the morn- 
ing hour of the next private bill day. 

PUBLIC PROPERTY IN WASHINGTON. 
Mr. COBURN, by unanimous. consent, re- 
orted from the Committee on Public Expend- 
itures a bill (H. R. No. 1898) to provide for 
inventories and accounts of the property of 
the United States in the public buildings and 
grounds thereof in the District of Columbia ; 
which was read a first and second time, or- 
dered to be printed,.and recommitted to the 


` Committee on Public Expenditures, 


_ ACCOUNTS OF SENATE AND HOUSE. 

Mr. COBURN, by unanimous consent, re- 

rted from the Committee on Publie Expend- 
itures a bill (H. R. No. 1800) to provide for 
the accounts and reports thereof of the Sec- 
retary of the Senate and Clerk of the House 
of Representatives of the United States, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to be 
ee and recommitted to the Committee on 

blic Expenditures. pe 
. ADJOURNMENT TILL MONDAY. 

Mr. STILES. I rise to make a privileged 
motion. I movethat when the House adjourns 
to-day it be to meet on Monday next. w 

. The motion was not agreed to, upon & divis- 
ion—ayes 33, noes 91. 
CAPTAIN DAVID BEATY’S SCOUTS. 

Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1899) for the relief 
of Captain David Beaty’s command of inde- 


‘pendent scouts ; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, and with the accompanying papers, 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


LOUISIANA ELECTION CASE. 
. Mr, STEVENSON. Irise to a qnestion of 
privilege, and ask that the House now progee 
to the consideration of the coatested:eleetion 


1870. 


eS 


o of Bailey vs.Darrall, from the third con- 
semional disrict of the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I raise the question of 
consideration as to eee the House will at 

is time go on with this election case. 
ne SPEAKER. That question will be sab- 

i to the House. . l 
pa FARNSWORTH. I give notice that 
if the House shall refuse to go on with the con- 
sideration of thia election case I shall move to 

roceed to the consideration of business upon 
the Speaker's table. a 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Is not that a privileged 
motion now at the close of the morning hour, 
and will it not take any member off the floor? 

The SPEAKER. ‘That motion could be 
made, but as soonas made another privileged 
motion could be made, which would be first 
acted upon. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I desire to say to the 
House that if this case shall be taken up I 
propose to call’ the previous question, and 
devote but one hour to the consideration of 
the case. 


The question was taken ; and upon a division, | 


there were—ayes 42, noes 81. 
Before the result of the vote was announced, 
Mr. STEVENSON called for tellers. 
The question was taken upon ordering tell- 
ers; and there were eight in the affirmative. 


quorum) tellers were not ordered. 
Mr. STEVENSON, 
nays. 
The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and there were seventeen in 
the affirmative. 


THE ‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I rise to a question of 
order. Is this motion debatable? 

The SPEAKER. Which motion? 

Mr. STEVENSON. The question whether |; 
the House shall go to business on the Speaker's || 
table or not. li 

The SPEAKER. Itis always customary to | 
hear the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means and the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations upon questions with refer- 
ence to the order of business. 

Mr. SCHENCK, I desire to say that I will 
waive for one hour the motion to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the tariff bill. I know 
there is a necessity for doing what we can to- 
ward clearing the Speaker’s table; but at the 
end of one hour I shall makethe motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole, and I hope the 
House will sustain it. While on the floor I 
wish tostate anotherthing. Afteraconference 
with the officers of the House, the chairmen 
of the several committees, and the Speaker in 
reference to the time when the carpets shall 
be taken up and the Hall prepared for occu- 
panor during the warm weather, I wish to say, 

nowing that gentlemen prefer to have some 
notice in advance, that it has been suggested 


: I shall on next Thursday make the motion to 


adjourn over till the following Monday for the 


' purpose I bave indicated. This notification 
So (the affirmative not being one fifth of a | 


I ask for the yeasand || 


i: jne in the meanwhile w 


i 


So (the affirmative not being one fifth of the | 


last full vote) the yeas and nays were not 
ordered. 
The House accordingly refused to proceed 


with the consideration of the contested-election ; 


case of Bailey vs. Darrall. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I wasabout to move to go | 


into Committee of the Whole upon the special 
,. order, 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope not; let us go. 


to business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I recognize the propriety 
of doing something occasionally, at least, to- 
ward clearing the Speaker’s table. There is 
a great deal of business there, I am aware. I 
would suggest that unanimous consent be given 
to proceed to the consideration of business 
upon the Speaker’s table, with the understand- 
ing that if any bill or joint resolution shall 
create discussion more than five minutes in 
duration it shall be passed over informally. 

Mr. STEVENSON . I object to that. 

TheSPEAKER. [It will be within the power 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. ScHEeNcK] at 
any time to put a limit to the consideration 
of business upon the Speaker’s table by moving 
to suspend the rules and go into Committee 
of the Whole on the special order, for the Chair 


at any time to make that motion. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I was aware of that. 
I wanted to have some limit placed upon the 


debate upon each bill, for otherwise we might ` 


, nications which can be disposed of by unani- 


: cannot be reached in that way. 


will give gentlemen an opportunity to determ- 
BA they will do with 

that interval from Thursday to Monday. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Isit in order to move 
that an evening session be ordered by the 
House for the purpose of considering business 


' on the Spesker’s table? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot put the 
motion in that form. Should the House go to 
business on the Speaker's table a recess could 
be taken till the evening, and after the recess 


more highly privileged matter. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I move that the House 
now proceed to business on the Speaker's table. | 
The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair, if there be no | 
objection, will pass over the executive commu- i 


mous consent, @n order to take up bills which |: 


HELEN AND HELOISE. LINCOLN. 
The first business on the Speaker’s table was 


‘the amendment of the Senate to joint resolu- 


tion (H. R. No. 85) forthe relief of Helen Lin- 
coln and Heloise Lincoln, and for the with- 


' holding of moneys from tribes of Indians hold- 


ing American captives. 
The amendment of the Senate was read, as 


follows; 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and inser 


: -the following: 


That the Secretary ofthe Interior is hereby directed 


| to reserve from any moneys due or to become due to 


said Kiowa Indians the sum of .$2.500 for each one of 


, said children, and invest the same in United States 


would be obliged to recognize the gentleman ' securities, and use from time to time the income from 


the said securities in such manner as he may deem 


n expedient fortheir maintenance, education,and sup- 


But |: 


at once upon going to business upon the Speak- | 


er's table get into a debate which would use |` 


up time that ought not to be devoted to sucha ` 


purpose now, 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will again sub- 
mit the question. The chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means proposes that the | 
proceed to business on the Speaker's issue. . 

SEC, 3. And be it further resolved, That the Secre- 
: tary of the Interior be authorized and required to 


House 
table, with the understanding, by unanimous 
consent, that any bill which shall involve more 
than five minutes’ discussion shall be passed 


over informally without losing its place and | 
y g P ;. to the lawful authorities of the United States. 


relative rank on the Speaker's table. 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I object. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Well, Mr. Speaker, I de- 
the tariff bill is in the way of the | 


‘aire to say this: 


funding bill, the tax bill, and everything else-— 


port, during their life time, until they attain the age 
of twenty-one years, when the principal shall be 
aid them; and the elder of said children shall be . 
ereafter known as Helen Lincoln, and the younger . 
as Heloise Lineoln. _- 
Sxc.2, And be it further resoleed, The.tif either said | 
Helen Lincoln or said Heloise Lincoln should dio 
without issue the entire amount due the deeendent 


: shall revert to the United States, and should both 


: die without issue, the whole sum shall revert to the 


United States; but if either said Helen Lincoln or 
said Heloise Lincoln,or both, have lawful issue,then 
at the death of either parent the amount due to her 
in her own right shall become the inheritanee of her 


: withhold from any tribe of Indians who may hold . 


| House concar. 


i 


' American captives any moneys due them from the 


United States until said captives shall be surrendered 


Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I move that the è 
The amendment was concurred in. |. 
Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas, moved to recon- || 


' sameis hereby, 


the business on the Speaker’s table would be ;' 


; again prosecuted until interrupted by some eed oon 


‘i their entire time and attention 
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sider the vote by which the amendment was 
concurred in; ead. also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ARKANSAS IIOT SPRINGS RESERVATION. 


The next business on the Speaker's table 
was Senate bill No. 95, in relation to the Hot 
Springs reservation in Arkansas, with House 
amendment, in which the Senate non-concurred 
and asked fora committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes between the two Houses, 

Mr. KNOTT. I move that the conference 
asked for be agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the motion for a conference was 
agreed to; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REVISION OF THE STATUTES. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was the following amendment to the bill (H. 
R. No. 9) extending the time for revising and 
consolidating the statutes of the United States: 


, Strike out all of the bill after the onacting clause, 
in the following words: K 

That tho act passed June 27, 1866, providing for 
the revision and consolidation of tho statutes of tho 
United States, be extended for the term of threc 
years beyond the time therein limited. And tho 

resident is authorized, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senato, to appoint commissioners to 
fill any vacancy which may exist, or may happen in 
the board of commissioners appointed under guid 
act, and in liko manner may make new appoint- 
ments at tho expiration of the term of the prosent 
commissioners: Provided, That the commissioners 
appointed, or to be appointed, shall give their en- 
tire time and attention in carrying out the provisions 
of this act. yy : 

And to insert in lieu thereof: 

‘That the act approved Junc 27, 1866, entitled “An 
act to provide for the revision and consolidation of 
the statuto laws of the United States,” be, and the 

revived, and the President is author- 
ized, by and with the advieo and consent of the Sen- 
ate, to appoint three commissioners to prosecuto 
plete the work prescribed by said act: Pro- 
ded, ‘hat the: said commissioners shall devote 
to their duties as 


vi 


commissioners, and shall receive no compensation 


|| after said work shall be completed, nor for a longer 
|: period than three 


years from the time when this act 
shali take effect. . 


Mr. POLAND. I move that amendment be 
concurred in. It is only a variation from the 
bill of the House made necessary by the lapse 


: of time. 


The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was concurred in; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SPRINGFIELD ARMORY LAND, 


The next business on the Speaker's table 
was the following amendment of the Senate 
to the joint resolution (H. R. No. 156) author- 
izing the sale of certain land at Springfield, 
Massachusetts, and for other purposes: 

Amend in the sixth line, after the word " jointly,” 


by inserting "with the approval of the Seeretary of 
ar. 


Mr. HOLMAN. | I ask that the bill be read 
so that we may understand the effect of the 
amendment. 

The bill was read. It proposes to authorize 
the Secretary of War to sell to Horace Kibbe, 
of Springfield, Massachusetts, at its full value, 
to be determined by the superintendent and 
paymaster, jointly, of the national armory in 
Springfield, a small detached piece of land 
belonging to, but of no use or value to the ` 


' public, lying at the junction of, Federal and 


Armory streets, in Springfield, and containing 
about forty-three square rods, on the condi- 
tion that Kibbe shall grant all that portion of 
the lot lying to the south of the north line of 
Grant street to the city of Springfield, for use 
as a public park forever, On full payment of 
the appraised value and compliance with the 
condition before stated the Secretary of War 
is to execute all necessary deeds for the ¢on- 
veyance of the lot to the purchaser. Ryers 
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atreet, heretofore opened on the public land 
at Springfield, Massachusetts, is declared to 
be a public highway or thoroughfare for gen- 
eral use. 

Mr. DAWES moved that the Senate amend- 
ment be concurred in. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was concurred in; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


E. DIEKELMAN. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was the following amendment oF the Senate to 
the joint resolution (H. R. No. 144) to enable 
the Court of Claims to hear and determine the 
claim of E. Diekelman, a subject of the king 
of Prussia: 


Strike out the words 
justice” and insert the word 


The joint resolution, which was read, proposes 


‘principles of equity and 
“law.” 


that the claim of E. Diekelman, a subject of ` 
the king of Prussia, for damages for an alleged © 
detention of the ship Essex by the military | 


authorities of the United States at New Orleans, 
in the month of September, 1862, shall be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims for its decision, 
in accordance with the principles of equity and 
justice, and to award such damages as may be 
just in the premises, if he may be found to be 
entitled to any damages. 

Mr. JUDD moved that the amendment be 
concurred in. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. JUDD moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the amendment was concurred in; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

.The latter motion was agreed to. 


COLORADO PROBATE COURT. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was the followin 
the bill (H. R. No. 840) amendatory of the 
organic law of Colorado Territory, and for 
other purposes : 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert: 

That the organic law of the Territory of Colorado 
be, and the same is hereby, so far amended that an 
appeal shall be allowed from any final order, face: 
ment, or decree of any probate court in said Terri- 
tory to the district court of the district within which 


such probate court is held, under such proper regu- | 


lations as shall be prescribed by the law of said Ter- 
ritory, and h: 


rectly to the supreme court of said Territory. 
Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That the Legis- 


lative Assembly of said Territory may, by general | 


incorporation laws, authorize persons to associate 


themselves together as bodies-corporate for charita- | 


bie or educational purposes, 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. CULLOM moved to reconsider the vote || 


by which the amendment was non-concurred 
in; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
‘sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


GEORGE E. GRESHAM, OF TENNESSEE. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Washington Market Company, with Senate 
amendments. 

Mr. TANNER. I desire that the House 
non-concur in the Senate amendments and ask 
|; for a committee of conference. 

‘ Mr. VAN WYCK. Are amendments to the 
' bill now in order? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Tanner] yield to his col- 
league? 

Mr. TANNER. I would rather not. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. I know that there isa y 


, great deal of pressing business; but I would 
like to have a little discussion on this bill, or 
at least an opportunity of moving some amend- 
ments to it. 

Mr. TANNER. I should dislike to have the 
business of the House interrupted by a discus- 
sion of this bill. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I conceive that it is the 


business of the House to discuss such meas- | 


ures. As I understand it, the proposition was 
to give away property worth $1,000,000 on 
the payment of the pitiful pittance of $16,000 
annually. The Senate increased this to $25,000. 
I suppose it is the business of the House to 
consider this proposition, and to determine 
whether it be right or wrong. There was no 
attempt to amend the bill when it passed the 
House, and I ask to have the opportunity 


now. 
Mr. TANNER. I do not yield the floor for 
that purpose. I demand the previous question. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. Is it in order to move to 


! lay the bill on the table? 


amendment of the Senate to | 


r no writ of error or appeal shall | 
be allowed from any decision of a probate court di- | 


The next business on the Speaker’s table | 


was the amendment of the Senate to a bill (H. 


R. No. 268) for the relief of Captain George '' 


E. Gresham, of Tennessee: 
_ Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in lieu 
thereof insert: 

That the Paymaster General be, and is hereby, 
required to allow and pay George E. Gresham, late 
captain company I, eighth Tennessse volunteer cav- 
alry, the sum due ascaptain of cavalry for the period 
of six months’seryice as such immediately preceding 
the Zist of April, 1864. 


On motion of Mr. STOKES, the amend- 
ment of the Senate was concurred in. 


Mr. STOKES moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the amendment of the Senate was | 


|. P. Morrill, Packard, Packer, 


i nett, Biggs, Blair. 


The SPEAKER. It is. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. Then I make that motion. 


The question was put on Mr. Scorietn’s |; 


motion to lay the bill on the table; and there 
, were—ayes 57, noes 58; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers ; and appointed Mr. Scored and Mr. 
TANNER. 


reported—ayes 74, noes 59. 
Before the result of the vote was announced, 
Mr. GETZ called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 
The question was taken ; and it wasdecided 
in the negative—yeas 75, nays 84, not voting 
68; as follows : 3 


I| YEAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Arnell, Beaman, Ben- 
li ton, Bird, George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, 
|i Burchard, Cessna, Churchill, Sidney Clarke, A masa 
I| Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Conner, Cowles, Cullom, 
| Ferry, Finkelnburg, Gilfillan, 
oy, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, 
Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Kelley, Kel- 
| Bey, Knapp, Knott, Lawrence, McCarthy, Mc 
‘| mick, McCrary, McGrew, McNeely. Mercur, Milnes, 
Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, 
Paine, Palmer, 
roy, Prosser, Randall, Rogers, Sanford, Sawyer, 8co- 
field, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, 
| Joho A. Smith, William Smyth, Stevens, Stoaghton, 
| Strickland, Sweeney, Taylor, Townsend, Tyner, 
| Wyck, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Winans, 
' and Witcher—75. 
| 


Dockery, Farnsworth 
Hamilton, Hawley, H 


, Beatty, Beck, Benjamin, Ben- 
Booker, James Brooks, Roderick 
| R. Butler. Cake, William T. Clark, Cieveland,Conger, 
| Covode, Dawes, Degener, Dickinson, Dox, Ferriss, 
| Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Hale, 
| Hambleton, Hamill, Harris, Holman, Hotchkiss, In- 
gergoll, Jenckes Johnson, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketcham, 


' Asper, Axtell, Ba: 


afiin, Logan, 


i J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, Niblack, O’Neill, Orth, 


Peck, Peters, Phelps, P 
:: rod, 


ii Boyd, 
ii Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Eldridge, 


concurred in; and also moved that the motion : 


to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


WASHINGTON MARKET COMPANY. 


- The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was the bill (H. R. No. 1084) to incorporate 


|. Ridgway, Schenek, Schumaker, 


oland, Roots, Sargen 
Shober, Joseph S. Smith, William J. Smith, 
: Starkweather, Stiles, Stokes, Stone, Strader, Strong, 
| Tanner, Tillman, Upson. an Tromp, Voorhees, 
! Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, 


‘| Eugene M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, and Winches- 


, ter—S4. 
| NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Atwood, Ayer, 
! Bailey, Banks, Barnum. Bingham, Boles, Bowen, 
Buck, Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, 
: Galkin, Coburn, Cook, Cox, Crebs, Davis, Dickey, 
‘OX, 
' Haight, Haldeman, Hawkins,Hays, Heaton, Hooper, 
Jadd, Julian, Lash, Lougbridge Lynch, Marshall, 
McKee, Eliakim lH. Moore, Morgan, Morrissey, 
Mungen, Perce, Platt, Porter, Potter, Reeves, Rice, 
Slocum, Worthing- 
‘ton C. Smith, Stevenson, Swann Taffo, Trimble, 
! Twichell, Van Auken, Van Horn, William B. Wash- 
burn, Welker. Wells, Wood, and Woodward—68. 


| So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
| table. ' ; 


The House again divided; and the tellers | 


Hoge, | 
McCor- || 


Morphis, Samuel |: 
Pome- | 


Van . 


NAYS—Messrs. Allison Ambler, Ames, Archer, | 


Mayham, Maynar „McKenzie, Daniel `: 
t, Sher- $ 
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The question recurred on concurring in the 
Senate amendments. 

The question was put; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 50, noes 73. 

So the House refused to concur in the Senate 
amendments. 

Mr. TANNER. I move that a committee 
of conference be appointed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TANNER moved to reconsider the vote 
© just taken; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

j ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Mr. BEATTY, from the.Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 
examined and found truly enrolled a joint res- 
l olution of the following title ; when the Speaker 
i signed the same: 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 169) for the trans- 
fer of an unexpended balance of appropriation 
to the book fund of the Library of Congress. 


l 
| SOPHIA A. MOEN. 
| 
| 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was 
the bill (H. R. No. 1418) for the relief of 
eps A. Moen, with Senate amendments. 

The amendments of the Senate were read, 


as follows: 


In line three, after the word “Moen,” insert the 
i gpd Philip L. Moon, admin- 
oen,’ 


words “administratrix, 
istrator of Augustus R. į 4 

At the end of the bill add tho following: 

And provided further, That any person or persons 
who shall have engaged in the manufacture of tho 
said invention since the expiration of the letters- 
patent aforesaid, and prior to, any ronewal thereof 

virtue of this act, may continue the manufacture 

i thereof and sell said manufacture without any lia- 

bility therefor to the said Moen, his heirs or assigns, 

Amend the title soas to read: “A bill for the relief 

of Sophia A. Moen, administratrix, and Philip L. 
Moen, administrator of Augustus R. Moen.” 


| The amendments of the Senate were con- 
| curred in. 


ANNA E. FREI. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a bill (S. No. 176) granting a pension to 
Anna E. Frei; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. . 


RACHEL H. MILLIKEN. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a bill (S. No. 634) granting a pension to 
Rachel H. Milliken; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


NEW ERA PRINTING COMPANY. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a bill (S. No. 540) to incorporate the New 
Era Printing Company of Washington, District 
of Columbia; which was read a first and 
:, second time, and, on motion of Mr. Knott, 
referred to the Committee for the District of 
: Columbia. 


CHILDREN OF SYLVESTER DREYER. 


inor children. of Sylvester Dreyer; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
‘| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


i BAILIFF OF COURT OF CLAIMS, 


‘| The next business on the Speaker’ s table 
| was a bill (S. No. 97) to fix the salary of the 
bailiff of the Court of Claims; which was read 
© a first and second time, and, on motion of 
|| Mr. INGERSOLL, referred to the Committee on 
|, the Judiciary. 
DAUGHTERS OF GENERAL O. F. SMITH. 


| The next business on the Speaker's table 
| was a bill (S. No. 102) for the relief of the 
| daughters of General Charles F. Smith, ae 
on 


i 
i 
: 


VICTOR BEAUBOUCHER. 


| The next business on the Speaker's table 
was a bill (S. No. 463) for the relief of Victor 


Beauboucher, late consul of the United States 
at Jerusalem; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. WILKINSON, 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


NATIONAL CEMETERIES. 


The next business on the Speaker's table ` 


was a joint resolution (S. R. No. 40) author- 
izing the Secretary of War to take charge of 
the Gettysburg and Antietam national ceme- 
teries; which was read 
and, on motion of Mr. LOGAN, referred to the 


Committee on Military Affairs, 
NATIONAL ASYLUM FOR DISABLED SOLDIERS. 
The next business on the Speaker’s table 


was a joint resolution (S. R. No. 140) appoint- ` 
ing managers of the National Asylum for Dis- | 


abled Soldiers; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

HENRY ETTING. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a bill (S. No. 488) to authorize the officers 
of the Treasury Department to enter a credit 
upon the account of Henry Etting, paymaster 


in the Navy; which was read a first and second | 


time. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I am instructed by the 


Commies on Nayak Afairs toiak tas that | referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. | 


Mr.SAWYER. I hope not; I trust the bill '' 


bill be put upon its 

The bill was read. 
the accounting officers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment to credit Henry Etting, paymaster in the 
United States Navy, with the sam of $1,098 51 
paid by him to Lieutenant J. C. Rich in 1843, 
1844, and 1845 for services as judge advocate 
of courts-martial ordered by Commodore Perry, 
commanding the United States naval forces 
on the west coast of Africe. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 


it was accordingly read the third time, and | 
Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider the | 


vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
BAYOU TECHE. 
The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a joint resolution (S. R. No. 141) to pro- 


vide for survey and estimates of cost of remov- | 


ing obstructions from Bayou Teche, in the 
State of Louisiana; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana. I would like 
to have that joint resolution put upon its pas- 
sage. It is necessary that it should be passed 
at once. 

The joint resolution was read. It instructs 


the Secretary of War to cause a survey and | 
estimate to be made of the cost of removing | 


obstructions from and improving the naviga- 


tion of Bayou Teche, in the State of Louisiana, - 


provided that the expense of said survey and 
estimate shall not exceed the sum of $500, and 
the joint resolution appropriates that sum of 


money. 
Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana. The sub- 


committee of the Committee on Commerce : 
have agreed to report a similar provision, and | 


the officers are on the ground ready to make 
the survey. 


Mr. DAWES. I think this bill should go, - 
with other matters in reference to rivers and | 


harbors, to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana. Irepeatthat | 


the sub-committee of the Committee on Com- 
merce have considered this joint resolution 
and agreed to report it. The engineer depart- 


ment say that the officers are on the ground | 
now and can make the survey at much less ' 
expense perhaps now than at some future i 


time. 
Mr. DAWES. Have the Committee on 
ommerce considered the matter? 
Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana. The sub- 
committee for this purpose have considered it. 
The joint resolution was ordered to a third 


a first and second time, - 


It authorizes and directs |! 
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reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the joint resolu- 
| tion was passed; and also moved that the 
l: motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 

POST ROADS. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 


_ time, and, on motion of Mr. FARNSWORTH, re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Post Offce and | 


' Post Roads. 
: JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN FLORIDA. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a bill (S. No. 630) to consolidate the north- 
ern and southern judicial districts in the State 
of Florida; which was read a first and second 
: time, and referred to the Committee on the 
: Judiciary. 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE SCRIP. 
The next business on the Speaker's table 
was a bill (S. No. 98) legalizing certain loca- 


| nated; which was taken up, and read a first and 


|! second time. 
Lo Mr. SARGENT. I think this bil should be 


will be passed now. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. IfI can 
have a few moments to explain the bill I think 
: there will be no objection to passing it now. - 
|) The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
! House, in order that there may be no mis- 
| understanding, that in considering business on 
li the Speaker’s table the Chair will recognize 
| the geot man who desires to ask the sense of 
| the House upon the passage of each bill or 
' resolation as it may be taken up. The bil 

be read 
' made, the Chair will submit to the House the 
‘| question upon its third reading and passage. 
|! The billwasread. It provides for legalizin 

| the location of agricultural college scrip allowe 
i: prior to December 1, 1867, at the several land 
: Offices in the State of Wisconsin, in excess of 
: thè maximum qaantity authorized by the act 
li entitled “ An act donating public lands to the 
several States and Territories which may pro- 
| vide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and 
|| the mechanic arts,” approved July 2, 1862, and 
|| authorizing the Commissioner of the General 
il Land Office to issue patents upon such loca- 
tions, provided the same shall be legal and valid 
in all other respects. 


will 


| be read a third time. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
which authorized the issue of this land scrip 
|! restricted the amount to be located in any one 
|| State to one million acres. Before the books 


i located in the State of Wisconsin. 
i Mr. SAWYER. An excess of seventy-nine 
{| thousand acres. 

Mr. W ASHBURN, of Wisconsin. TheCom- 
missioner of the General Land Office asks that 
i| the land so located in excess may be confirmed 

! and patented. 
Mr. ALLISON. That is all right. 


Mr. SAWYER moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the bill was passed ; and also moved ` 


. that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
‘| table. | of 

‘| The latter motion was agreed to. 

LAND DISTRICT IN KANSAS, 


‘| The next business on the Speaker's table 
u was a bill (S. No. 369) to establish. an addi- 
|| tional land district in the. State of Kansas. 
|- Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I ask that that 
' bill be passed over informally, and allowed to 
i retain its place upon the Speaker’s table.. 


i 


was a bill (S. No. 506) establishing certain | 
: post roads; which was read a first and second `' 


tions of agricultural college scrip therein desig- ` 


point 


in full, after which, if no motion be | 


The question was upon ordering the bill to | 
The law 


| could be posted, as it was afterward found, an ` 
i excess of some thousands of acres had been ` 


ahs bill was then read the third time, and ` 
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_ The SPEAKER. That will require unan- 
imous consent. 
No objection was made ; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 
RELIEF OF ENLISTED MEN. 
The next business on the Speaker’s table 
, was a bill (S. No. 476) to fix the status of cer- 
' tain Federal soldiers enlisting in the Union 
Army from the States of Alabama and Flor- 
ida; which was taken up, read a first and sec- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. LOGAN, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
J. R. CLARK. 

The next business on the Speaker's table 
was a joint resolution (S. R. No. 94) for the 
relief of J. R. Clark; which was taken up, 
read a first and second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. SARGENT, referred tothe Committee of 
Claims. 

BOLIVIAN NAVIGATION COMPANY. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a bill (S. No. 558) to incorporate the Na- 
tional Bolivian Navigation Company ; which 
was taken up, read a firstand second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. INGERSOLL, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


LAND ENTRIES IN ALABAMA. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 

was a bill {8 No. 495) to confirm entries of 

; public land in certain cases in the State of 

Alabama; which was taken up, read a first 

and second time, and, on motion of Mr. Dox, 

referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
PUBLIC CHARITIES. 


|| The next business on the Speaker's table 
'; was a bill (S. No. 637) to relieve public chari- 
ties from taxation ; which was taken up, read 
’ a first and second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Ranpatt, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. l 

METROPOLITAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 

was a bill (S. No. 603) to incorporate the 
Metropolitan Presbyterian church of the city 
of Washington ; which was taken up, read a 
first and second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Knorr, referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 
| ARMS DISTRIBUTED TO STATES. 
il The next business on the Speaker's table 
| was a bill (S. No. 669) providing for the dis- 
tribution of arms to certain States; whieh was 
' taken up, read a first and second time, and, on 
i motion of Mr. Loaay, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gor- 
HAM, its Secretary, informed the House that 
: the Senate had passed, without amendment, 
bills and joint resolutions of the House of the 
following titles : 

A bill (H. R. No. 897) to incorporate the 
Washington and Boston Steamship Company ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1427) to provide for the 
; creation of corporations in the District of Co- 
: lambia by general law; 

_ A bill (H. R. No. 1666) for the relief of Otis 
: N. Cutler, of Missouri; 
| A joint resolution (H. R. No. 215) author- 
l; izing the supply of arms for instruction and 
pee to certain colleges. and universities ; 
j an . yt 
| A joint resolution (H. R. No. 245) making 
an appropriation to defray the expenses of the 
; Committee on Education and Tabor incurred 
in pursuance of investigations ordered by the 
House of Representatives, 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed, with an amendment, in 
'. which the concurrence of the House was re- 
7 eted; a joint resolation of the following 
; title: 
| A joint resolution (H. R. No. 146) for the 
| return of evidence of honorable discharge to 
ii officers. 


i 
{. 
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The message further annoanced that the 
Senate had passed bills and joint resolations, 
in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested, of the following titles: 

A bill (S. No. 677) to change the place of 
holding the courts of the United States for the 
Albemarle district of North Carolina; ` 

A bill (S. No. 716) to provide for 
security of life on board of vessels propelled 


the better | 


in whole or in part by ateam, and for other | 


purposes; — . 425 

A bill (S. No..723) in relation to circuit 
courts 5 

A bill (S. 
M. Trotter and William H. Dupree; 

A bill (S. No. 725) for the relief of James 
Henderson ; i 

A joint resolution (8. R. No. 118) to author- 
ize the restoration of Benjamin 8. Richards to 
the active list of the Navy; 

A joint resolution (S. B. No. 184) to regu- 
late the effect of the vote of the thanks of 
Congress upon promotion in the Navy; and 

A joint resolution (S, R. No. 163) for the 
relief of certain officers of the Navy. 


RAILROAD LAND GRANT IN OREGON. 


The consideration of business upon the 
Speaker’s table was then resumed, the next 
business being a bill (S. No. 396) granting 
lands to aid in the construction of a railroad 
and telegraph line from Portland to Astoria 
and McMinnville, in the State of Oregon; 
which was taken up, and read a first and sec- 


ond time. 
The SPEAKER. This bill was taken up 


i that if he will permit the discussion 
| ceed, then we can have a test vote, 


thing else, and therefore I feel it to be my 
duty to press it. 
Mr. FITCH. I suggest to the gentleman 
to pro- 
and can 
determine whether the House means ‘to grant 
lands to aid internal improvements or mot. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Idoubtvery much whether 


: that can be done to-da 


day. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair desires that 
pentane shall understand the prao con- 
ition of the question. The gentleman from 


: Ohio [Mr. Scuencs] has been properly recog- 


No. 724) for the relief of James 


nized by the Chair to test the question on going 


` into the Committee of the Whole on the state 


once before, and then the gentleman from ' 


Indiana [Mr. Hormax] had the floor upon, a 
motion that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Mr: HOLMAN. 
motion at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize 
the gentleman for that purpose. 
- Mr. HOLMAN then addressed the House. 
[See Appendix. } 

Mr. SCHENCK. Is not the hoar of the 

ntleman from Indiana up? ' 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has two 
“minutes remaining. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. - It would of course 
be impossible for me to attempt in that time 


to make the remarks which I desire to offer. | 
I trast that after the members of the commit- | 
tee have spoken I will be permitted to have the | 
i : gentlemen 


floor in my own right. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ishall not object to that. 
I had intended to yield the gentleman half of 
my time, and regret that he did not remind 


me . 
Mr. SARGENT. We have twice heard the 
same speech which we have now listened to 


from the same gentleman, and I think an oppor- ; 


tunity shoald be given to answer it. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to call the pre- | 


vious question on my motion to refer this bill. 

Mr. FITCH. How much of the gentleman’s 
time remains? 

The SPEAKER. One minate. — 

Mr. FITCH. I will occupy that one minute 
by saying that I trust the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means will permit the 
speech of the gentleman from Indiana, {Mr. 


Hormax, ] which has twice been made, to be | 
replied to by western men here upon this floor, i 


that they may give to the country an expres- 
sion of their views with respect to this policy 
of granting lands, a policy now seriously at- 


tacked for the first time in ten years upon the : 


floor of the House by either party. 

Mr. HAYS. I hope the same privilege will 
be allowed to gentlemen from the South. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 


` are voting to go on with the fanding bill, with 
the internal tax bill, with the appropriation 
bills. It stands first and in the way of every- 


I desire gentlemen tobear | 
jn mind that it is not merely the special order, | 
the tariff bill, that I am struggling for, but in | 

voting to go on with the tariff bill gentlemen n 


of the Union on the special order. Should 


that motion prevail this bill will necessarily 


on its third reading. 


` tied : ‘Hl 
Tce ioe wene tak tied to one hour to discuss the bill? 


go to the bottom of all the bills upon the 
Speaker’s table. It will be an engrossed bill 
It will not come up as 
unfinished business, because the law of un- 
finished business applies only to that on which 


| the House is engaged at the time of adjourn- 


ment. : 
Mr. HOLMAN. Will not the bill go over 


' on. the motion to recommit? 


The SPEAKER. ‘The motion pending is a 
motion to refer, but the bill itself is on its 
third reading. Being a Senate bill, it occupies 
precisely the same position as a bill to be en- 


grossed. : 
Mr. FITCH. Then I hope the House will : 


vote down the motion to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. . 

Mr. INGERSOLL. If the House shall vote 
down the motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and second 
the demand for the previoug question, I desire 
to know if the friends of the bill will be enti- 


The SPEAKER. There would be nobody 
entitled to one hour if the previous question 
should be seconded. The rule allowing one 


| hour after the seconding of the previous ques- 


tion applies only to measures reported from 
committees. This beings bill fromtheSpeaker’s 
table, when the previous ques seconded 
it will bring the House directly to a vote on 
the bill. ms l 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. On the mo- 


tion to refer? 


The SPEAKER. The previous question 


‘will operate until the bill is disposed of. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I have no disposition to 
cut off a. matter of so much interest to 80 many 
here. If I can get unanimous con- 
sent that the House shall meet in Committee 


_ of the Whole on the state of the Union at half 
| pagt seven o'clock this evening, to go on with 


|| ing at half 


| motion now. 


the special order, I am willing to withdraw my 


Mr. SHANKS. I object. 

The SPEAKER. 
majority vote of the House. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Imove,then,that the House 
meet this evening at half past seven o’cloc 


| in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. i 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 


| the gentleman from Ohio that that motion can 


only be made at the time when the House 
desires to take a recess. It cannot be made 
in advance. The gentleman can make the 
motion at the hour when he desires the House 
to take a recess. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK. Perhaps I can get unan- 


Í imous consent to make the motion now. 


Mr. STILES. I object. i 

The SPEAKER. ‘The proposition of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means is that the House shall meet this even- 
past seven o'clock in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union for 
the consideration of the tariff bill. An arrange- 
ment of that kind at this stage of the proceed- 
ings would require unanimous consent, and the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Suanxs] and 


‘the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. STILES] 


object. The gentleman can at any given time, 


improvements built up by 
grants of public lands as the gentleman now 


when. he desires the House to take a recess, 
make the motion, the motion applying eo in- 
stanti. i 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then Iwill rely on the 
friends of the bill to give me the floor for that 
purpose, and I withdraw my motion. 


BANKING FACILITIES. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimous 
consent, from the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1900) to 
increase banking facilities, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, 
recommitted to the committee, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. | 


RAILROAD LAND GRANT IN OREGON. 


Mr. ROOTS. I insist upon the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
calied for the House will now resume the con- 
sideration of the bill of the Senate No. 396, 
granting lands to aid in the construction of a 
railroad and telegraph line from Portland to 
Astoria and McMinnville, in the State of Ore- 
gon. Thegentleman from Nevada [Mr. Fircu} 
is entitled to the floor for one hour. 

Mr. FITCH. I yield five minutes of my 
time to the gentleman from California, (Mr. 
Sareant. } i 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. Speaker, knowing as 
I do that the gentleman from Nevada, [Mr. 


‘Frrcn, } in whose time I am speaking, will ably 


discuss the questions raised by the gentleman 
from Indiana, (Mr. Hotwax,] E do not wish 
to go at large into the consideration of this 
question. But I want to say, however, emphat- 
ically that the proposition to cease giving any 
aid by the donation of waste public lands to 
construct railroads through the portions of the 
country which are now sparsely inhabited 
should not come from a gentleman who rep- 
resents here one of what were once properly 
called the ‘‘western: States.’ Those States 
have already had their great system of internal 
means of. just such 


condemns sostrongly. Those States have had 
their cake and eaten it. ` 

Mr. HOLMAN. What States, I would ask? 

Mr. SARGENT. The State’ of Indiana, 
among others. One of the very first grants of 
land for public improvements ever made by 
the Congress of the United States was that to 
the Erie and Wabash canal, a solid belt for 


' five miles along its entire line of hundreds of 


| gentleman, 


| of the State. 


. public 


miles. Without that grant of land that great 


. 


That can.be settled bya | improvement would not have been built. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Lamnotaware—— . 

Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman isnotaware! 
Well, I will tell him, but I will not yield to 
him. Ihave but five minutes in all, and the 
with an hour of time, réfused to 
yield to me, Let us: see -what Congress has 
done for the gentleman’s State. The State of 
Indiana has an area of 21,637,760 acres. Con- 
gress has granted to it forits public and local 
improvements the following lands, as appears 
from the Land Office reports of 1867: 


- Acres. 


Wabash canal......seeeeeseee 
Military and other purpos 


Swamp pen 1 2B Et 
nternal improvements. 1,609, 
For schools. DANE 650,317 
For university........... 46,080 
Seats of government. pene 2060 
Individuals, companies, and private claims.. 479,825 
Total ........sscccsscesssssseseseresessere ETE 6,803,531 


Thus Congress has granted to the State of 
Indiana almost one third of the’ entire lands 
In addition to this there was:4 
grant to the State of the proceeds of certain 
lands for aid in the Cumberland road ; 


and by the act for the benefit of agricultural col- 


1870. + 
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three hyndred and ninety thonsahd acces 
more, lying in other States, some of which has 
been selected in my own State. After this hb- 
eral supply from the public lands to hia State 
the attitude of the gentleman from Indiana is 
refreshingly modest. Butthisis not all. The 
State of Tadias for a part of which the gen- 
tleman speaks upon this floor, has been bene- 
fited by this system of land grants not merely 
for the construction of its great camel and | 
otherwise, as I have named, but on account of || 
the intimate connection of its business interests || 
with Illinois it has also received vast.benefits `i 
from the immense land grants which have been 
made by Congress to that State. — i 
Does the gentleman from Indiana propose 
that his State shall give back to the United © 
States the land which it has received and used 
to bring its farmers to marketa and build up | 
its prosperous cities? Perhaps he intends to | 
y the Government for that land. The grants | 
bis State has received were considered by In- 
diana a good thing when it was building up | 
the improvements within its. borders—when it |i 
was then the almost wilderness that the State . 
of Oregon is to-day. Indiana was then in need ` 
of these public improvements, which could be. | 
built only by means of these grants. There ; 
are now Indianas still farther west that await | 
development. The influences that shall arrest 
that development ought not to come from ‘the. 
gentleman’s State. = lt 
One word in regard to the. policy of land 
grants for railroads in the future. If they.can 
be carefally guarded, as this bill is, sothat while 


they construct roads the lands sball dlso go to" | 
the settlers in limited quantitiesat small prices, 
then I am in favor of them. No settler wants | 


lands so distant from a market and so inacces: || 
sible that he cannot. dispose of his ‘crop: and |) 
t the necessaries of life in exehange::: The 
ult of ‘the system heretofore has been that 
the grants have been made without restrictions 
to the companies, which could hold them indefi- 
nitely for a rise in value. By this means mo- |i 
nopolies have been created and the settlers kept |! 
from the lands except on the even sections. i 
But we propose to change all that, and do sò |; 
by this bill. Wecompel the companies to sell | 
the lands only to actual settlers at not moré |: 
than $2 50 per acre, and in lots of not more 
than one hundred and sixty acres. : 
The only‘ difference it makes to the settler || 
is that he pays double minimum for:his land; 
but the proximity of a railroad is certainly: an 
advantage that counterbalances the price. This 
system will bless the region that enjoys it.: 
The gentleman’s blind rage does not discrim- 
inate between this system and that which was 
unrestricted, and :would leave: the vast West 
that needs: development a wilderness for the 
long fatare.: ta Pt RIE aS a 
The gentleman from Indiana { Mr. Horman] | 
also says that the lands slong the Union Pacific 
pow sell for ten dollars per acre. The lands: 
that bring that price. mast be of s very: limited || 
quantity ; but if any are. worth that it is the | 
road that has given. the valee; for without: it 
they would be worthiess.: - Under this biik tbe | 
lands can never realize ‘but. $2.50 por acre ta | 
the company, even if the road makes them 
worth $100 per aere.: > en oos e e 
_ The gentleman from New York [Mr: Woor} 
n opposing the: policy of land: grants has 
given a reason that well eateblishes their pro! 
priety, and shows that: they are: houestly ubed 
for the purpose of raising the capital for the 
construction of the reads, if they are theonly: 
security that can be furnished to ran roads ia 
our thinly-settldd regions, and do secure: that 
capital, then their propriety cannot be: ques- 
tioned if they are properly guarded. We must 
draw this capital from: Earope, and -employ 
intelligent means for that purpose.’ In the far 
West we have limited capital. «The: eastern | 
States cannot farnish all we need, and we must 


i 
I 
i 

li 


look to Kusope.' Unless railroads are a eurse 
any means to seeure them-that does not cripple 
our resources or oppress our people shoald be 


4lst Cone, 2p Suss.—No. 195. 


, public: land shall be reserved 


': The farmer. who. has. erected ‘his household 


| which to:strengthen their rival cockle-shelis. 


| tions against farther grants of public. land 


| imdnt in manofactaring factitioes public.senti- 


employed. -| Sofar -frodi : beihg a curas: they: 
are apa instrumentality tor the :develop~ 
ment of the. country, -and are becoming the: 
pioneers of; far-reaching civilization. < >- : 
- Mr. FIFCH. Mn Speaker, the. policy:of 
granting lands te sid in the constroction ef rail-: 
roads has heen:favored for many years by the 
représentatives of both political parties. -It is: 
a policy which has been fruitfat of most benefi-. 
cent -resuits, and which has:been ‘accompanied: 
by but few abuses. .: If continued it: promises 
to: create more States and contribute yet inore 
largely to the wealth aud population.of the 
country, : Bat it is: demanded. now: that thie 
policy aball cease, aad that: hereaftes all the: 
for hdmestead: | 
and: preémption settlers.. : par tont 


. Sin, it is not the homestead-seeker nor the |, 
man who proposes in good faith to :heeome:'a || 


preémption. settler who helps:to swell. this 
new-born clamor against railroad land grants.: 


gods in the-wilderness. will never complain if 
we give the adjacent land to a.company which 
constructs a road to his door. The man who 
urposes to-aecquire a homestead will: never 
itd his cabin outside the limits of a railroad: 
graotif he can find land. within: those- limits. 
The voice that now. makes jitseif. heard..upon 
this floor, crying aloud against the: develop- 


ment of the country by mesas of railroad land | 


grants; is not the voice of the pioneer, but of. 
political partisans, who see signs of tempest on 
the horizon and:cast about. for planks with 


I beg of them not to:tear those planks from 
the sides of our good ship of peony and Í 
call upon gentlemen on both sidesof the House 
to reflect, and: they will readily see that no sab- 
stantial:partizan advantage can be gained- by 
assisting :in :the proposed destruction. «In 
thickly-settled States where théreia no publio 
land to give for public improvementsit 3s:easy 
enough to mislead the: unthinking by.ddneun-: 
cing all donations of the: public:domain, :- But: 
who can be benéfited by such denunciation? 
If a Democratic county or State convention 
PEN e ipoe O hie a 8 resolution 
against land grants the: Republican: convention 
iv the same locality. will be apt todo the same 
thing... If Republicanclubs pass frothy declara- 


Democratic clubs will serely. pass longer and 
strooger and more frothy declarations upon the 
sme salject; said while:partisans thua exper- 


ment to méet supposititions party exigencies, 
they will strike down the atms of their party 
friends everywhere, and smite with paralyzing 
pover: the: grawth of the West and South... 
: Sir, if the Democrats upon ‘this: floor shall 
concur with the Democrataat-the other end of: 
the Capitol, and following the lead of the:dis- 
Gegented gentleman from Jediana, [ Mr. Hots 
way, J shall vote against farther: land grants to 
railroads, they will furnish the Republicans of: 
ths Soutiveid the, West and the Pacifie coast 
with a powerful electioneering document. I 
dare say they may:do ít.. It wibe in accord- 
ance with their policy for ten years past.. Ido 
nob menn.: thair land-grant policy, but theiz 
politieal pokiey.. The leaders of the-Demo- 
cratic’ party seem to have :a genius for. doing 
a wrong oe get adie time. . They are 
gi in: the line of presenting. as party prin- 
Ciples the weakest side of the weakest. prop- 
ositions. -If it were: not. for. their limitless 
one in this direction and their untiring 
industry in furnishing us weapons. with which 
to strike them, we might not have so-large a 
majority upon this floor to-day... -- 
o But, sir; L am not: here to-offer advice to the 
gentlemen on-my left.: I am.here asa western 
keptblitan; to entreat my. party friends from 
the country east of the Mississippi pot to yield 
to the artificial clamor against pai Jand 
grante; created by a few men wbo do not kwow 
or who:do nót care hdw mach the land-grant 
system has developed the western: countzy. 


| Whest:J-: 


: that this system may be continued 
and extended I advocate no interest of monop- 
oliat or apeculetor.. -I d tha cause of the 
settler against desolation; of the poor against 
poverty; of the landleds against the monopoly 
of the Indian savage; of civilization against 
stagnation; ofa. debt:burdened country against 
a policy. which would delay solveney by ob- 
atrueting development. —— : 

::- The States east of tha Mississippi river con- 
tain thirty-five million people and 42,719,982.20 
acres of public land. -Fhe States and Territo- 
ries. west of the. Mississippi, excluding Alaska, 
contain five million people and 984,036,581,74 
acres of public land.: > = > 


+"To-state the ease is to argue its Is it not to 


| the interest of the nation that- all the Territo- 


ries should become States, and that the States 
west of the Mississippi river should be as 
densely populated as those east of that river? 
Is it not to the interest of the nation that the 


|| land should: be cultivated; that its resources 
i should be. developed ; that its tax-paying capa- 


cities: should be increased? Sir, there is no 
part of the country but has a direct local inter- 
éat:as well-as a national interest in such devel- 


| opment. [tis your boys and girls, the adven- 


turous aud energetic of your people, the pride 
of yonr houaeholds, who turn their faces every 
year toward the. getting sun, and. who do not 
forget you, although as_age crbeps on your 
visions sometimes: contract and: your minds 
do not always expand, and the needs and the 
hopes of your children in the great West are not 
always elear to. you.: But. we ean appeal to 
your interests not less than ta.jobr magnan- 
imity, .Would Now England obtain.a larger 
market for the creations of her looms?) Would 


| New York seek other and. wides .affuents to 


enrich the stream: of her cémmerce?. Would 


| Pennaylvania::reeeive: wore extended orders 


for: the product of her: furnacas,?, Would the 
South gain: new customers for her. peculiar 
productions? . Would Ohio and Indiana and 
lUlinois procure more purchasets for the fruits 


| of their varied and growing industries? .. All 
| these: may be found in the settlement. and. do- 


velopment of that vast.conntry which stretthes 
in almost unoccupied désolation from the Mis- 
souri to the Pasifie. © iro o Me S i ad 
. :The'great. army of oecnpation has stopped 
on.the banks of. the: Missouri: and the Sacra: 
ménte. Between: these: two rivers civilization 
has: pisketed some settlements, but they are 
fewend far between.’ Fhe fiches.of this land 
arg: very great. : The foresta: of Oregon, and 
Washington, and eastern Califarnia ; tha pas- 
tures of Nevada, and Utah, and Colorados and 
Wyonting ;: the ‘prairies of Kansas, and, Ne: 
braska, and Dakota, and New Mexico, and Ari- 
zona. the ‘mineral wealth of the Sierras aad 
the Rocky monuthins—all these are spread oùt 
i» unclaimed ahd unavailable affiuenes. There 
are-beds of salt and soda, and lakes of borax 
and sulphur, and mountaios veined with silver 
and gold'and ¢opper and lead. There is op: 
portunity. for altaost indefinite expansion of all 
the industrial:.purawits of mahi, Virgin fields 
and home merkets. await thg. hushandman. 
Unused powers and equable elimate invite the 
manufacturer... The Indies. and the northern 
seas open untried: véntures td the merchant. 
New combinations of metals demand the assay- 
er's crucible, The application of new remedies 
to old dideases and. old principles. to new con- 
ditions: challenge physician and lawyer... Yor 
semite defies the artist's pencil, Shasta woos 
the poet’s lyre. : The.ruins of. empires: puzzle 
the antiquarian’ s research, 4nd, the promise of 
empires fires the philospher’s thought. ‘The 
very elements dre rich id .xesoasces. From 
interval fires whieh project. through the earth 
a: perpetual: supply of steam fit for motive 
power; past alkaline laltes, whose waves could 
be tranatormed-into refined saleratus, down tó 
the red rocks of San: Franciseo: bay, which are 
ground into paint, there is wealth in fire and 
water and arth. And yet thisland, with all its 
richea, stretches.away from aretic to tropic seas 
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in all the majesty of its desolateness, practically 
unclaimed and unpopulated because it is ute 
terly devoid of either natural or artificial chan- 
nels of intercommunication. 

Unlike Illinois and Indiana and Ohio, and 
the entire valley of the Mississippi, it is almost 


destitute of navigable waters. Unlike New: 


England and the middle States, itis measurably 
without created means of communication with 
commercial and manufacturing centers. You 
chide Nevada sometimes because of her sparse 
population; and you make the Pacific coast 
feel very often how powerless its Representa- 
tives are to protect the interests ef their con- 
stituents in this thronged Chamber. But if 
we have lagged behind in the race of empire 
it is because our path has been the path of the 
pioneer, and not that broad highway which 
steam has hewed and paved for you. If you 


will give us equal opportanities we will emu- | 


late you in the generous strife for growth. 
What could be expected ofa land without rivers 


or railroads except that it should furnish pas- : 


ture for the buffalo and hunting-grounds for 
the Indian? 

In such portionsof this vast country as abound 
in precious metala adventurous miners have 
located and built towns ; and there the neces- 
saries and comforts of life, the tools and ma- 
chinery with which to extract the precious 
metals from the rock, often, indeed, the very 
lamber and shingles of their houses, are trans- 

orted from the Pacific at a cost of one to five 
hundred dollars in gold per ton. So long as 
*his condition of things shall continue it is in 
vain to look for a large permanent settlement 
of this country. It will be occupied only bya 
race of sojourners, by men who do not intend 
to remain, who will not take their families with 
them, and who will not seek to build ap homes. 


This vast area, capable of so much growth, ` 


will continue to contain, as now, a few hundred 
thousand nomadic people and hundreds of 
millions of acres of public land, worthless for 
settlement and valueless for revenue; land 


upon which no settler will ever go, and over | 
“wards of the nation ’’ are ofa race so sacred 
|, that they alone deserve exemption from the 
| operations of the primal curse; if the labor | 
of the land must be burdened. with their sap- |, 


which only the yell of the Indian and the cry 
of the wolf will be heard. 

If we would settle this country and make it 
productive and populous we must have rail- 


roads; short lines of railroads from mines to ' 


timber and water; long lines of railroads from 
the Colambia to the Colorado, and from the 
Yellowstone to the Rio Grande; great trank 
railroads upon which mighty steeds, with steam- 
flecked flanks, shall bring the Orient to our feet 
through gates that face the sunset. If we would 
have settlers we must furnish them with cheap 
and rapid means of communication with tide- 
water. If we would sell the public lands we 
must create a market for them by making 
them accessible. If we would have railroads 
either the Government must build them, or 
we must offer inducements to private capital 


to build them; and if by giving up half the _ 


land we can sell the other half, and settle s 


tax-paying community upon all of it, it seems ` 


to me we would benefit the Treasury, benefit 
the people, and benefit the settler. 
Sir, the genie who is to lift the ‘barden of 
taxation from this nation is sleeping in the 
great West. 


posom stretch along her valleys. He wants 
ut the lamp-rub of the con 


musical with the lowing of herds and the hum 


of industry. He waits but the magic word to' ` 
smite the hills and oause silver streams to gush | 
forth, streams as life-giving to progress as | 
were those of Horeb to the fainting Israelites. 


But the exponent of this new policy of stagna- 
tion says, ‘ 
this new doctrine of decay demands that the 
hand of the magician shall be stayed, and that 


we shall wait for the demands of commerce | 


and the exigencies of posterity. P 
Sir, it is idle to talk about ‘‘ waiting for the 
demands of commerce.’ Our western settle- 


‘ make the blood ran cold. 


. forests of the 


His head is pillowed upon her | 
treasure-veined mountains, and his vast pro- | 


ional Aladdin | 
to spring to a toil that shall make the air | 


Do not wake him.” The apostle of | 
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| meats have never been the bandmaidens of cam: 


merce, but commerce has rather followed upon: 
theirtrack. There is no similarity even between: 
the conditions of their growth and the condi- 
tions which encompass the country which we 
now seek to develop. Those who settled the 
Mississippi valley settled within a day’s journey 


by team of some water-course, upon which, how- 
‘ever rudely or tediously, their produce could | 


be transported to market. But those who settle 
west of the Missouri have no such advantage. 
Let them go one hundred miles from the great 
overland road and their farm products are 


. worthless for the want of cheap means of trans- 


portation. Will it not be wise, then, to provide 


an inlet fot settlement and a channel for com- | 
' merce in the land so neglected by nature, and . 
left for. its-growth so utterly dependent upon | 


the enterprise of man?  : 

The construction of railroads will also afford 
a thorough and economical adjustment of the. 
Indian question. We have on the one hand 
a misguided philanthropy which degenerates 


- iuto sickly sentimentality and finds its sequence 


in deeds of savage pertidy and outrage that 
We have on the 
other hand a spirit of retributive justice and 
relentless hatred of the offending. race, which 
does not always, perhaps, discriminate in its 
action, and which shocks the ears of unin- 
formed civilization with the expression of its 
belief that the good Indians are the dead 
Indians. Sir, if we throw an iron lariat about 
this vicious beast who demands nothing less 
than that civilization shall stop her march in 
order that the solitude of his hunting grounds 
may not be invaded, we shall thereby speedily 
solve the problem of “what to do with the 
Indian.’ The Shoshone and the buffalo will 
be domesticated, the Apache and the panther 
will be destroyed. Indian traders and Army 
contractors will lose their present profitable 
vocations; but the Treasury will be relieved 
from their assaults, and the public lightened of 


‘ the burden of their support. 


If the swarthy, slothful, filthy, murderous 


port, we can at least: lessen the infliction and 
the risk by giving them that support in locali- 


: ties nearer to jails and markets. We- could 


farnish every Indian in the vountry with a suite 
of rooms at first-class: New York hotels with 


l la expense to the nation than is involved in 
: the 


present mode of dealing with them. We 
had better bring them in from the plains and 
est,. and scatter them through 
the Atlantic States, there to be maintained in 


_ idleness, than to exclude the settler from those 
: plains and forests in order that the Indian may 


receive his winter supply of provisions at fifty 


cents a pound freight, and enjoy his summer | 


paos of hunting buffaloes and emigrant 
scalps. 

If it is. the experience of centuries that the 
Indian cannot be domesticated, then it is time 


' for us to domesticate the. idea that the con- 
| tinued existence of the Indian is by no means 
` necessary for any wise or beneficent purpose 


whatever. Let the noble red man who exists 


only in Fenimore Cooper’s novels and Vin- . 


cent Colyer’s fancy, and the dirty, degraded, 
treacherous, cowardly, worthless, wicked, wild. 
human beast who exists, in fact, be banished 
from our eastern literature and our western 


frontier; and let us have order and peace and | 
! ments, for additional lines to the Pacific and 
| branch lines running north and south, because 
I have no sympathy with that policy which | 
| would hold these lands for posterity. - I have 


poren and a land of homes and harvests in 
is place. : 2 


no fears for those who may come after us. I 
believe in the possibilities of science ; I betieve 


in the growth of invention; I believe in the | 


resources of discovery. If the time shall ever 


| come when the population of this continent: 
shall be so vast that there will be only one | 


April 29; 
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chemical scierice will have developed processeg 
by which one square rod of land will support 
every human being. 

It has been urged that by continuing thig 
course of granting lands we will build up rail. 
road land monopolies. If this be true, is not 
the monopoly of the railroad better than the 
monopoly of the Pi- Ute and the coyote? ‘There 
is no great gain without some small loss; and 
I am no convert to the wisdom of that theory 
which would exclude civilization from the 
wilderness because vices and evils, as well ag 
virtues and benefits, accompany their progress, 

Isolated effort and individual wealth are 
unwilling to undertake and unable to accom- 


plish great public works. The inevitable ten- 
dency of both capital and labor is, therefore, to 
centralization. Wherever capital is central. 
‘iged by incorporations or associations there 
monopoly is fostered. Wherever labor is cen- 
tralized by trade-unions and coUperative man- 
ufactories and stores there monopoly is fos- 
tered. Whether in social or political life, it ig 
true that ‘‘in union there is strength.’’ There 
seems to be no adequate way of centralizing 
human power so as to effect development or 
aceon plist great results without more or lesa 
of monopoly. If this be the disease of an ad- 
vanced civilization, there should be some bet- 
ter and more philosophical remedy than to kilt 
the patient in order to get rid of the complaint, 
Sir, I receive every day lettersfrom my peo- 
ple calling my attention to exactions made of 
them by the Central Pacific Railroad Company. 
They complain of high rates of fare and freight, 
and ask that Congress shall interfere in their 
behalf. I can only give them the answer that 
Congress has not reserved to itself the right to 
interfere ; and perhaps I might add, if Congress 

' had reserved such right there might have been 
` no railroad to overcharge them. It would be 
easy enough to build a railroad or obtain the 
capital to build a railroad now with less than 
one half the help which was given by Congress 
to the Union and Central Pacific; but there 


‘| was a time when the Central Pacific was fight- 


ing its way inch by inch up the steep sides of 
| the Sierras; when, with all its munificent en- 
dowments of land and money and credit, itd 
directors could scarcely borrow the money to 
continue the work; when they begged the cap- 
| italists of San Francisco and New York to sub- 
| scribe to their stock and share the risk and 


| the profits of building the road, and begged in 


` vain; when corporate and individual bank- 
ruptcy stared them in the face, and those who 
now court their favor went by upon the other 
side, then perhaps the reservation in their 
franchise of a right to control their rate of 
charges might have turned against them that 
scale which trembled in the balance in Wall 
street, and Nevada might still be blessed with 
the presence of the overland stage route. 

But these Sacramento gentlemen succeeded ; 
they surmounted their day of difficulty; their 
faith and perseverance were munificently re- 
warded; they are millionaires; they own the 
only highway between. the Pacific and Salt 
| Lake; they. are a monopoly; their manage- 
mentisaclose corporation. It is well no doubt 

‘to denounce them for exacting a higher price 
: for freight and passage on their road than gen- 
erosity or even sound business judgment would 
commend, but it will be better to favor the 


' constraction of two otber railroads tothe Pacific 


‘ and so help break down their monopoly. Itis 
_ certainly not logical or sensible to oppose any 
grant:of lands for further railroad improve- 


a may be other and farther railroad monop- 

: olies. seo? 

! Ttis better at last to have a railroad monopoly 
than to have no railroad at all. Sir, it is not 

quite four years since I formed one of a party 

| of four gentlemen who journeyed on a political 


| pilgrimage into the Humboldt country in my 


State. We were three weary. days toiling over 


square rod of land for every human being, then ,, the desert to make a trip of less than one hun: 


1870.. 


es; We’ alept at: night:in 
One of the party—-a State 
nd as brave a genial sud anselfish 
leman as ever fa storm.or savage to 
ae or avenge a friend—contracted on the 
trip 8 disease which carried his indomitable | 
heart to an untimely grave. ‘Another isa prom- | 
inent editor, who thunders loudly now against 
land grants and railroad monopolies.. On that 
trip we jogged along for. days within sight of 
mountain ranges containing vast deposits of 
argentiferous galena ore, practically worthless 
then, because when smelted there was’ no 
means of separating the silver from the lead, 
and the cost of transporting the lead to separ- 
ating works was grea 
lead and silver when there. And I remember 
how each. predicted the future of that land 
when the railroad, whose progress. wa watched 
go impatiently, should break through the snows 
of the Sierras, and the iron evangelist of em- 
ire should sound his shrill note of triumph in | 
the full face of the morning. ane 
Sir, when I retara to. my.people this sammer 


dred and fifty ‘mil 
cabins and corrals, 


officer, & 


Į will traverse that three days’ journey of 1866 |, 


in eight hours in a luxurious car, I will over: 
take trains. loaded with lead. bars which will | 
sell in San Francisco. for sufficient to pay the 
expenses: of mining, smelting, and transporta- 
tion, leaving the silver contained in them as a 
clear profit to the miner. I will see furnace 
fires illuminating those frowning hills. I will 
visit towns growing up all along the line of the 
road and in the new mining regions developed 
by the road. I will observe how new. sources 
of industry have opened; how thousands of 
men procure profitable employment where once 
the stillness of desolation brooded ; how the 
State finds newly created wealth to:respond to 
the demands of her. tax-gatherers; how. the | 
citizen obtains new opportunities for the invest- 


of miles south to the Colorado, and hundreds 
of miles north to the Columbia, stretches are- 
gion richer.in. natural resources and ready to 
yield braver harvests in response to similar 
culture. I shall realize how— `- 
$ “Progress, the queen, in each mountain gorge, 
.._ ` With robes of silver and plumes of snow, . 
Waits while the Vulcans et empire forge 
The swarthy lace tor her beautiful brow.” 
_.And knowing ag I do that railroads will | 
never be constructed through that country 
‘without special inducements to capitalists in 
the form of special. grants and special privi- 
leges, I shall feel fully satisfied with every vote 
I may have given.to confer such grants and 
privileges, and I shall not be at all frightened 
at the shadow of those settlers of a future gen- 
eration in whose behalf I am entreated to aid 
in reserving the public domain from present 
settlement and absorption. ‘ 

Why is this specter of the unborn homestead | 
settler of the next century—this specter con- 
jured up from the heated fancy of a Democratic 
Legislature in Ohio and draped in ghastly bor- 
rors by an ambitious and timid. Republican 
club in New York—perpetually paraded be- 
fore our eyes? Isitin the hope-of successfully 
pandering to some small-sized local prejudice? 
Are wechildren to be frightened by such spooks; 
or knaves to be moved by such petty influences ? 
A settler who objects to railroads! Sir, there 
is no such settler in reality. 

“Hence, horrible shadow! unreal mockery, hence!” | 

Sir, there are millions upon millions of acres 
of rich land all over the-United States, from 
‘Alaska to Florida, now subject to homestead 
and preémption entry ; land which has been | 
uaclaimed for the last generation, and which 
will, doubtless, remain unclaimed for a century 
tocome; land throagh which no railroad passes 
or is projected. . If there be those in Ohio or | 
New York or New England or Indiana who | 
contemplate immigration to some place where 

they cannot market the fruits of their industry ; 
if-there be those who prefer to toil over the 


ter than the value of both |; 


. Sandy desert or the muddy prairie in stage or | 


i 


wagon rather‘than be whisled along by a- mo- 


nopoly on-an iron road; if there be those who 
like the toll:gate man better than the railroad 
conductor, they can obtain the amplest oppor- 
tunity for the gratification of their faneies. I 
do not believe there are one hundred such men 
in the country. I do not think there are five. 
. With reference to the policy.of limiting the 
prices and prescribing the conditions of sale of. 


the lands granted in aid’ of the construction | 
| of railroads I am in great doubt... Isis a mat- 
ter which should, in my opinion, be determ- | 
ined to a very great extent by circumstances. | 


Where the addition. of such a, condition will 


obstruct negotiations for the sale of bonds, or | 
throw obstacles in the way of procuring money | 
to build the road, I would not annex it. Itis 


of questionable wisdom in any case. We have 
a better secarity than legislation can give that 
the companies. will sell their lands to actual 
settlers at low prices rather than hold them 
or sell them at high prices to speculators. If 


i the land remains in the-hands of the com. - 


pany, or is.in the hands of speculators, it will 
roduce nothing to thecompany. On the other 
load) if it is occupied -and improved, then its 


products must be carried.upon the railroad toa ` 
market, and the freight and:passenger business | 
created thereby will, in most cases, fully equal | 


every year the price received for the land, 
Anacre of land will produce twenty bushels of 
wheat; the freight on that wheat will amount 
to au average of three dollars. The company 
will therefore receive more money in five years 
by selling the land on credit at: $2 50 per acre 
to an actual settler than by selling it to a spec- 
ulator for five or ten dollars: per acre in cash, 


| or by retaining it five yeaps. and then selling it 
| for fifteen dollars an acre. : 


Mr. LAWRENCE. . Does this bill contain 


| any provision that.the lands granted shall be 
ment of.enterprise and Jabor-and wealth. And |, 
then, gir, Í shall remember that for hundreds | 


sold to actual settlers only? 
Mr. FITCH. 


land for speculative purposes. The Illinois 
Central now holds such land as it has left at 


| from five to twenty-five dollars per acre, bat | 
the Illinois Central sold most of its land at less ! 
| tban five dollars per.acre; and I am informed 


that on the line of. the Union and.Central Pa: 
cific railroads. land can be bought from the 


| companies at lower prices and on more. favor- 
i able terms than it can be purchased from the 


Government; that as a matter of fact the rail- 
road land is being purchased and settled upon 
every day, while the Gavernment land remains 
unclaimed and unpurchased; indeed, theNorth- 
ern Pacific railroad proposes not only to sell 
its land at low prices and on long ‘credit, but 
to:erect. a house for the settler and sell it.to 
him also on credit. | SS ay ai 

It is said, however, as an objection to these 
grants, that professional franchise hunters are 


| interested in-them, ahd:that great profits have 
| been and will be made by operators in cons 


gressional railroad jobs. Sir, it is not improb- 
able that somebody will make money out of 


every railroad that shall be constructed by the | 


aid of a land 
that it may be 


£ 


omebody who will not invest 


.any money in it. . There are beasts of burden 
| and beasts of prey. 
_enterprise is supported by different elements, 


Every great. railroad 


There are those who invest money and those 
who invest labor—either of mind or muscle— 
and those who invest neither money nor labor, 
but only impudence and a capacity for asking 
equal to the daughters of the harse-leech. But 
it would be very small-minded statesmanship 
which should refuse beneficent legislation be- 
cause some daring Dugald Dalgetty of the 
lobby might thereby realize a few ducats. 

I suppose. that bills. pasg here every week, 
not merely bills of a private. character, bat 


; revenae bills and appropriation bills, which 


are made in some way to render tribute unto 
the seedy Casara who clamor about their ‘‘in- 
fluence’’. in the -presenge...of. claimants and 


Yes, sir; the bill is carefully | 
guarded in that respect. .I believe there has | 
| been no instance of a company retaining its 


rant, and it is very probable | 
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contractors, and watch about; the lobbies for 
the. dissatisfied inventor and the way-faring 
maoufecturer and the guileless Indian trader. 
But we: cannot, therefore, refuse to provide 
ways and means for collecting and disbursing 
the public revenues. We cannot neglect to 
pay a just claim because some brazen rascal 
may swindle the anxious claimant out of a por- 
tion of the money, and we ought not to deny 
grantsof land to aid necessary public improve- 
ments because it may be suspected that some 
person may have an interest in some franchise 
who designs to sell that. interest in place of 
paying his stock subscription. ; 

Sir, let us disregard all these small, captious 
objections to a great, wise, beneficent policy. 
Let us guard these grants as carefully as we 
can, but let us continue to make them, and 
continue to build up the western country. I 
would not give an acre of the public land to aid 
in the construction of a railroad which would 
be. built without such aid, and on the other 
hand I would give in order to cause. a railroad 


| to be built enongh public land in alternate 
, sections to achieve that result, whether it should 
! be six or forty sections per mile. 


I believe this to be the true policy. I believe 
that those who inangurated and those who con- 
tinued such a. policy. acted with wisdom and 
liberality. It is this policy which has made 
Illinois opulent and powerful, which has pushed 
Wisconsin into the front yank of States, which 
has turned Iowa into a beautiful garden, which 
has brought the far Pacific to your doors. If 
it has been a wise policy for these communities, 
.80 benefited, and advanced, why is it not a 
wise policy for those who have yet to receive 
its benefits und feel its generous power? 

Sir, we stand here as guardians of a vast 
landed estate which we hold in trust for the 
benefit of the people. Shall we administer 
that trust intelligently and prudently, or shall 
we bow to the wind of a passing prejudice, and 
so neglect our duty, and refuse to gain increased 
value to the property of our ward? We do 
not need to wait for posterity. There are mil- 
lions of landless and starving poor flocking the 
streets of our great cities. Of what use is it 
to point to rich aud unclaimed lands in the 
great West and say, ‘‘ Go there and obtain your 
heritage??? They have no means with which 
to go; or if perchance they could get there, they 
would have no employment by which to sup- 

ort life while their crops were growing; and 
ast of all,,they would have no way by which 
to transport their harvests to a market. 

Sir, this land-grant policy, if continued, will 
provide these landless laborers with land acces- 
sible- to a market; it will give them well-paid 
work in the. vicinity of those lands, by which 
they can obtain the means of improving them ; 
it will afford them in many instances an oppor- 
tunity. for transportation to their future homes; 
it will build up-a ‘‘free, well-ordered pro- 
gessive civilization ’’ in the wilderness ; it will 
take. nine weak, dependent children of the 
Republic. out of . their territorial swaddling- 
clothes and make them vigorous and stalwart 
sovereignties; it will infuse new. life and the 
elements of mighty growth into the stagnant 
States of the Southwest ; it will invigorate. the 
-decaying commerce of the South, and make 
Virginia and Alabama and the Carolinas mu- 
sical with the whir of spindles and the clatter 


1 


of factory wheels ; it will make the air of Penn- 


|| sylvania resonant with the roar of new furnaces; 
; it will fill the engine-shops and car factories 


of New York and New Jersey aad New Eng- 
land with the busy tramp of well-paid and con- 
tented labor. Continue this policy, and the 
pioneer will harry out to erect his cabin and 
construct his fences. .There civilization will 
advagee in force; desolation will be conquered, ` 
-the Indian will vanish, property will be created, 


| the wilderness will blossom, towns will spring 
up, cities will arise, agriculture, manufactures, 


and commerce shall thrive. Ss 
- But if we assume the. other course, if we 
refuse to grant lands for these purposes, if, 
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like the ‘sfothfal ‘servant; we wrap our talent 


fa d napkin, if we adopt a policy of inertia and 
retrogression, if we build & breakwater against 
the tide of progress, what then? ‘Ah! sir, we | 
shall-build it in vain; for'that tide will not’ be | 
stayed. The people nre intelligent; they can: 
not be permanently misted by: artificial cries 
andsophistical catch-words. © They will vacate | 
bur seats and fill them with others who will 
have wisdom ‘enottgh to ‘comprehend the true 
policy of devélopment and courage enough to ' 
follow their conseientious conviétions. © 07. 
I now yield for a few moments to the ger- 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. McCormrcg.}° © 
“(UF MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. — b 
A message from the. Senate, by Mr. Haun, 
oug of its clerks, requested that .the House 
return to, the Senate the hill (H. R,.No. 1666) 
for the. relief,of Otis N..Cutler, of Missouri, 


which had been, passed hy the Senate andre: | 


turned, to the House... m aai d 
The SPEAKER, . If there be no objection 
the hill will.ba returned in accordance with the | 


request of the Senate... 0... 
‘There was na objection... © oj... =, 
vo! RATLROAD LAND GRANT IN OREGON. © 
`- Mr: McCORMIOK, of Missouri.: I do not; | 
My. Speaker, propose to occupy more than a- 
very few minutes.  [ wish to call the attention | 
of the House to thé land poliey of the country | 
and the policy whith is now‘ péverning the | 
Committee on the Pabli¢e Lands’in this House. | 
There seems to:mé no reason for that fear of | 
landed monopolies whith the‘péntletnan from | 
Indiana [Mr. Homa] Bbeems to ‘entertain..; 
This dill secures to the use of ctial settlers | 
all the lands granted to the road, and the price - 
ia’ Timited to'$2"80 per acre, the’ lands to be | 
adld ia quiintities not exceeding one hundred 
and: ‘sixty aerés‘to any of individual. It is 
impossible for any monopoly to grow up ander 
such 'wsystem 8 Ee 
> It was my lot, Mr: Speaker, to'be born and 
ràised beyond the Mississippi river. I have 
seéh the effects of railroads in thé’development 
of the western States: No system which has | 
ever been ‘devised has'tehded to people the 
country s6 rapidly'and to iticrease so largely 
the wealth of the States as does this ‘system 
of building rhilroads. It is no robbery: of the | 
settlers of the West to donate lands for ‘the 
construction of railroads. = Trt Almost ‘every 
western Stute the people, by their Legislatures, | 
have aided in the construction of railroads to 
the amount of many million’ dollars. - The - 
Legislature of my own State has extended such 
aid to the amount of $27,000,000. = In almost 
every county through Which rnilteads in the 
West have passed the pedple have voluntarily 
imposed upon themsélves a: large taxation in 
orderto facilitate the construction of railroads. 
Not only that, but iddividual towns ‘have vol- 
unterily taxed themselves for thé same put 
pose. ‘In some instances farmers have offered 
trom one fourth to one half of their lands in 
order to ‘securé à railroad through the county 
which they inhabited. ae ee ke 
’. Take the richest land that’ can hé found ‘ip 
the West, and if oné hundred’ miles’ distant 
from navigable water or from a railroad, what 
js that land worth to ‘the’ settler? If: fifty 
bushels per dcre were given to him at tha end 
of each harvest, how would hë be benefited? 
He could not transport it to market, and it 
‘would be no advantage to him ‘even if:it cost 
him not. one cent to raisé it. “The railroad 
affords the only access to a market.’ Tn addi- 
tion to this; we’ have ‘all through the West 
large forests which ean never be made bub- 
‘servient to commerce or useful to the vountry | 
in any way except by a systém of railroads. ` 
« Mr. Bpeaker, as the gentlemsn from; Grégon 
-FMr. Surra] wishés to occupy a few minutes 
ih the time of the gentleman from Nevada, | 
(Mr. ay give way for that parpose. ` 
Mr. FITCH. I yield the remainder of my 


‘hour to the gentleman’ from Oregon, ‘fMr. 


i 


| right to speak.’ 


li ing the bilt 
l.. Mr. FITCH. - 
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-- Mr; SMITH) of Oregin:' ‘Ac'flie time of the 
gentleman from Nevada ts so nearly out, I 
would prefer to be ‘recognized-in niy own 
Coe pg EE ES ra (eres ay E ae oy 


right. i 

The SPEAKER. * There ate teh minutes | 
of thé. hour of the gentlemani from Nevada | 
remaining. The gentleman from‘Illinois [Mr. | 
Hawter] claime thd right to'be heard as a 
memberofthe Oommittee on the Public Lands; 


| and thé Ohair would be compelled to recdgnize 


him iti préferertce to the gentleman ftom Ore- 
gon, unless the latter 
- Mr; HAWLEY. Ido not, 0° 0°) 0 0** 
` Mr. SARGENT. Thope the previous dues- 
tion will be maved on the bil I ‘have no 
doubt the House is disposed to pass the bill at 


once. a 

The SPEAKER: It-is thé tight of the gen- 
tleman ‘occupying thé floor to cal! the previous 
question, __ : S 4 
` Mr. HOLMAN. 
order. The gentleman from Nevada [Mr. 


Firen} promised, I believe, to eall the pre: _ 


ey nestion at the conclusion of his hour. 
‘The 
the gentlemen concerned. It doeg not involve 
any question of order. ` a 

Mr. FITCH. At théeconclusion of his hont 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hormax] 
proposed to call the’ previous question, when 

suggested to him that I would yield to him 
for that purpose just before the expiration of 
my hour. ||| Zs 
© Mr. INGERSOLL. - 
amendment? = - 

The SPEAKER. It {s hot’ 
eney of the previous question.. | 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The. gentleman from 


‘Is the bill opén to 


i| Oregöf is called to speak under embarrassing 
dred rastahces, ás only ten minutes are allotted | 


to him. I hope the House, by unanimous con- 
sent, will allow him to occupy whatever time 
he may desire, so that he may be untrammeled 
in apeoking in reference to thts ‘matter ‘affect- 
ing his constituents. = ` >; a 
‘Mr. WAN WYCK. I hope that will bedone. 
Two hours ate not enough on a bill of 80 much 
importance as this oie is. | ; 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. We all know ander wliat 
embarrassment a gentleman speaks who starts 


out with fhe knowledge that he is limited to | 


tën minittes.' ae 
_ Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. ‘I do hot need 


maeh time; not more ‘than twenty minutes; | 


but ‘agit is the desiré of ‘friends around-me I 
will'only óttapy ten minutes, and then, ‘yield 
the floor bo thatthe sense of this Housé may 

be tested. ` A e he 
‘Mr. SCHENCK. Before the gentleman goes 
on I hope we will havé some ‘understanding 
about the evening session. ves ` 
T Ho 


~“ Mr SMITH, of 'Orégow. 
-Phe SPEAKER. It:does niot: It'is“ pro- 


pe 'this does 
not come out of tny time. o 


posed to éall the previous question at the close `` 


of the’ remarks of the gentlenian from Oregon, 
and if thé previous quéstion bé seconded the 
bill will soon be disposed of. ae 

‘Mr. HAWLEY. ‘fdesire to offer ah amend- 


ment. $ ee 
‘ The SPEAKER: The motion to refer to 


the Committee on the Pablie Lands cuts off >t 


amendments: The Chair will state the par- 
liamentary condition of the question. If the 
previous question be called and seconded and 
the main question ordered the first question 
‘will be on the motion of the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Horman,} to refer the bill to the 
‘Committeéon the Public Lands. Ifthat motion 
be negativdd, the next vote will be on order- 
to be engtossed and read a third 
time. © ec Marae See So a í 
` Ff the motion to refer bë voted 
down; will amendment then be in order? ` 
: Phe SPEAKER. Fe will not; for the pre- 
‘vious question will still operate. 2 
-= Ms, FETCH. ‘Will amendments be in order 
‘before the previous question is called? > ` 


gentleman waives hig | 


I tise to'a question of | 


PEAKER. That isa matter between , 


during the pend- 


April 29; | 


“The SPEAKER. The pendency of the 
motion’ to recommit will cut off amendments, 
: Mr, INGERSOLL. ‘Is there any parlia- 
mentary process which will enable us to move 
amendments to this bill?” - ` : 

The SPEAKER. ifthe House shall refuse 
! to order the previous question, ‘and the gen- 
| tleman from Indiana {Mr. Hormax] shall with: 
i draw his motion to refer, it will then be in 
order to offer amendments; bat so long as the 


:, motion to refer is pending amendments cannot 


be entertained. | 


Mr. FITCH. I wish to say that the Com- 


' ii mittee on the Public Lands have considered 


this bill. There are some amendments which 
the committee have agreed to, and to which 
the friends of the bill cossent. We want an 
opportunity to ‘offer them, and Y hope the gen- 
tleman from Indiana will withdraw his motion 
to refer, 80 that opportunity may be afforded 
| to‘us to offer those amendments. F will tell the 
: gentleman that the amendments are restrictive 
in their character. ae ; 
Mr. BECK. Irise toa parliamentary inquiry, 
l: not being familiar'with the rales, and it is this: 
if the previous question ia ‘seconded and the 
: motion ‘to refer ïs voted’ down will there be 
another ‘hour for debate? ae 
The SPEAKER. This is not a bill reported 
from a committee; and the hour for debate 
after the previous question has been seconded 
applies only to reports coming from commit- 
tees of the House. ‘ f 
Mr. BECK. There were some remarks by 
the gentleman from Indiana to which Ẹ 6o 
| thoroughly dissent that I wish to have an op- 
| portunity to be heard in opposition to them. 
i Mr. FERRY. If the previous question is 
hot seconded ‘and the motion to refer is voted 
dowi will not amendments be then in order? 
The SPEAKER. Certainly. 
Mr. HAWLEY. I have amendments which 
I desire to offer to this bill, and I hope no 
action will be taken which will prevent my 
offering them. | Paes oe 
The SPEAKER. ‘The matter is entirely 
i| within the control of:the House. =~ : 
Mr. STEVENSON. I understand the mo- 
tion is pending to refer to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. Suppose that is voted down, 
may not the bill then be amended? ic 
Tho SPEAKER. It would be if the pre- 
vious question were not pending. Metnbers 
: having parliamentary experience in this body 
know that it has been acustom for many years 
past when reporting a bill to enter the motion 
to recommit, so as to cut off amendments. 
‘Amendments dre not in ordér during the pend- 
ency of the motion to refer. . o 
_. Mr, HAWLEY. I ask the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Horas] to withdraw his motion 
` tò refer, in order to enable me to offer amend- 
‚ments to the bill. ` es. 
` Mr. HOLMAN. Thope I will not be pressed 
todoso. Ido notwish to withdraw the motion, 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, have 
Ï the floor? N a 
° The SPEAKER, “Does the gentleman now 
desire to proceed? eee es 
“Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. Ido. _ 
`” The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
Oregon is entitled to ten minutes from this 


ime. : : 
Mr: SMITH, of Oregon.. It will not be ex- 
pected by the House that I can make, in the 
space of ten minutes, anything like a satisfac- 
tory statement of the local reasons for the pas- 
sage of this bill. I will not attempt it; nor yet 
will I accept of the extension of time which the 
‘House has tendered me. F want to pass this 
bill to-day, and do not care tó make a speech. 
But I trust I shall have the ‘attention of the 
House while I make a very brief statement. I 
wish, however, to say just this in reference to 
the matter: that this bill is in the interest of 
settlers or prospective settlers’ on the public 
lands through which this road fs designed to 
pass. “The road will be about one hundred and 

(thirty miles long. For fifty miles‘ of that dis- 
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e country is settled; for the remaiader 
iane oe it is not settled, and is not 
susceptible of settlement unless means of com- 
munication through it euch as are proposed by 
by this bill shall be provided. The road ought 
to extend further up the Willamette valley. 
The bill introduced by me provided for one 
ihe whole length of the valley, and I had hoped 
to have it passed inthat form. The committee 
failed to reportin favor of an extegsion of the 
pranch southerly, and I accept of what they 
have reported. A short road is better than 
none. The Willamette valley, which contains 
two thirds of. the population of the State of 
Oregon, has no outlet to the sea but by the 
Columbia river. That river flows across the 
north end of this Willamette valley. On the 
west, between that valley and the sea, a mount- 
ain range extends along ita whole length. 
Through this range of mountains to the mouth 
of the river we have no road of any kind. - 

During the winter the river is often frozgn, 
and we are then entirely cut off.from all com- 
munication with the outside world. Two years 
ago we lost half a million dollars by being 
unable to get our grain to market when it was 
in emina at good prices. Wae have not a 


| ana, and Iam happy to be ableto say that dis- 
i tinguished Democrats from that State, who are 
‘as well acquainted with the public sentiment 


tof the people of Indiana as that gentleman him- | 


his very remarkable speech that. there was flo 
Democrat on the floor of this House who would 
“dare to support land grants. I claim to be as 
good a Democrat as the gentleman from Indi- 


gelf, will vote in favor of this bill, and they will | 


-| me to make a statement? 


wagon-road ; we have not a foot-path; we | 
have not any. means by which we can. com- | 


municate with the sea when this. Columbia 
river is frozen over. We want this road, to 
give us an outlet to the sea at all seasons ; and 
we want itto open up the pass wo have found 
through these mountains to the settlement. It | 
is nota question whether by the passage of | 
this bill this land shall be withdrawn from set- 
tlement; but the question is whether by the | 
passage of this bill you will open up to settle- | 
mentaregion of country which otherwise never | 
would be settled. Itis & question whether it 
shall be occupied by settlers under the provis- 
ions of this bill, or whether it shall remain a | 
wilderness in the future agin the ‘past ; whether 
it shall be the home of ‘a busy. thriving popu- 
lation, or continue to be: the home of ‘the elk; 
and the bear. - : 
For twenty-five years, Mr. Speaker, this land 
has been open to settlement, first, under a 
donation law, and now under the homestead. 
law, and yet no man has.gone there to set 
tle. No white men ever went there until they 
went to find this pass fora railroad to the 
sea. The red man never lived there.. Itis a 
forest, an: Oregon forest, ‘such as is found 
nowhere else perhaps iti the world, Aud no 
settler will ever go there unless there is.a rail- 
road through the connecting this Willa- 
mette valley with the sea. . In that event dome 
of the smaller valleys will be opened to settle-. 
ment. The lands are rich. The timber ig 
abundant. It is valuable. But the land and 
the timber will remain in the condition they 
now are for.a hundred 
road is not built. by ek te, 
T have a letter iù my hand from one’ of my 
constituents settled in one of the valleys in the 
same mountain range further south, who has 
lived on his land for eleven years, and has had’ 
a family grow up around him on it. His land 
is still unsurveyed; he eanrot have schools ; 
he cannot perfect his'title ; he is living there | 
under the homestead law; is unwilling to re- 
main, and does trot dare to go away for fear of 
losing his land. No man witha knowledge 
of the condition of the country and its future: 
prospects would ever settle there, in the ab- 
sence of this railroad, Now, this grant is a 
limited one. It is barely sufficient to. secure 
the objects ‘in view; and I will state this, that. 
every man in Oregon, of both parties, whether, 
along the ling of this road or elsewhere, is in’ 
favor of this particular bill, and the man who. 
Votes against it here will do that people an 
Injustice and a wrong. | ae 
„Mr. VAN WYCK. ‘Will. the gentleman | 
allow me to ask a question? | y 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. Y cannot yield to 
the gentleman, as my timeis so limited, out of 
e ten minutes allowed me. . Mr. Speaker,.| 


i) when: the: Northern Pacifi¢ Railroad Company 
'i had forfeited its charter by the lapse of time 


years to come if this || 


receive the approbation of their constituents | 
-for so doing. This is not a party question, and | 


‘it cannot be made such. This policy really || 


originated with the Democratic party. The | 
first land grant of any magnitude ever made in | 
aid of internal improvements was made for the | 
beaefit of the State of Indiana, represented in ' 
pat by.the gentleman who moves to refer this 


ill.. The Wabash and Erie. Canal was con | 


structed under just such a.grant as is-asked for 
this railroad in the State of Oregon. The firat 
railroad grant was.to the State of Illinois, and | 


_ the bill was introduced by l A. Douglas 


and supported by a majority of both parties in 

the House and in the Senate. = = 
Mr. VOORHEES. Willthegentlemanallow | 

Mr: SMITH, of Oregon. ' Yes, sir. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Two or three years ago, | 


H 


and consequently the entire grant of lands that. 


|! the Government had made to it, the chartet 


was revived and the land grant insured to 
them by an act that passed the Houge, with bat 
six Democrats voting against it. 0 =o 
Mr. BECK.::-On the Ist day of July, 1868: 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. | Tam very glad to 
hear of that. ‘I wish to sdy'one other thing in 
this regard; At least one; and I think mote 
than one Democratic national pravena ineor- 
porated in its platform's plaik in favor of gach 
grants. And yet the gentleman says that nó 
Democrat tan vote for a land grantl © =: 
Mr. Speaker, I am informed that my time 
bat nan P capir a E eats 
Mr. INGERSOLL, Give me one minute, ' ' 
: Mr. SMITH, of Oregon.: Very well. > 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to state fot the 
especial benefit'of the: gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Hotman] something in the nature of a 
historical reminiscericé, which perhaps he may 
have forgotten. In 1859, when the Democratic 
patty was supreme in ‘both' branches of Oon- 
gress, they framed what was called, thé ** Le: 
compton: constitution,’ dnd that éohstitution 
was tendered to the people of Katsgas for adop- 
tion. In that constitution it'wds provided that 
from seven to nine million acres of the public’ 
doinain should be pranted-to the State of Kan- 
sus upon the adoption of that constitution: Let 
us not forget that. : Sree et SRG 
Mr. COX. That was in dvery éuabling act. 
' Mr. INGERSOLL.. : Idoes not matter what 
| it was.in, and what it was.net in; : It was put 
in that. constitution by the Democratic party. 
in both Honses of Congress, .. n 


Mr, COX.. It was not to go: to.:railroad, 
companies. : Bio AG laa Ghent a a me 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I will yield one į 
minute to the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Becx.] . 
The SPEAKER. The 
minute left to yield: © : 7 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon.. Then I ‘move the 
previots question. ya et : 
“Mr. INGERSOLL. TI desire that the Chair 
shall state the effect of this vote. _ moa 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ore- 
gon [Mr. Surra] demands ‘the previous ques- 


gentleman has nota 


onds the demand, the first.vote will be on the- 
motion to refer; if the House shall negative: 


tion on the motion to refer. If the House sec- | 


that motion, it will then be brought to a direct 
vote upon ordering the bill: to a third reading. 
. On seconding the previous -question:: there - 
were—ayas 72, noes 35; no quorum voting. 
Tellers were ordered;. and Mr. Suita, of 
Oregon, and Mr, Cuntom were appointed. 


THE: CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
SS eee 
the gentleman from, Indiana has remarked in ||: 


the Speaker signed the same:, . 
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Phe House divided ; and the tellers report- 

ed—ayes one hundred and four} noes nòt 

counted. . a 

. Bo the previous question was seconded. - 
The main question was then ordered. 


|| ENROLLED BILLS. AND RESOLUTIONS SIGNED. 


Mr. NEGLEY, from the Committee on En- 


tolled Bills, reported that the committee had 
examined and found truly enrolled bills and 


joint resolutions of the following titles ; when 
- An act (H. R. No. 9) to provide for the re- 
vision and consolidation of the statutes of the 
United States; 0. 6 agn 

An act (H. R. No. 945) to provide for the 
survey of the Kart Gratiot Military reserva- 


': tion, in,the State of Michigan: ;' 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 125) for the 
relief of James L. Ridgely, collector of internal 
revenue for.the second district of Maryland ; 
. Joint resolution (H. R. No. 144) to enable 
the Court of Claims to hear and determine the 


i claim of E. Diekelman, a subject of the king 


of Prussia; and : n 
. „Joint resolution (H. R. No. 197) for the 
relief of George S. Atkinson, late. assistant 
quartermaster of volunteers. ' 

_ RAILROAD LAND GRANT IN OREGON. 
~The House then resumed the gonsideration 
of Senate bill No. 896, granting lands to aid in 
the construction of a railroad and telegraph line 
from Portland to Astoria and MeMinnville, in 
the State of Oregon. oe te ee Aol 

The SPEAKER. The first question is upon 
the. motion of the gentleman from: Indiana 
[Mr. Horman] to refer ‘the bill to the Com: 
mitteé onthe Public Lands. . ... | 

„Mr. HOLMAN. Upon: that motion I call 
for the yeas and nays. hat en 

The yeas and nays were ordered, . 

, The question was.taken; and it wasdecided 
in the negative—yeas 74, nays 96, not voting 
57; as follows: As 
Bird, Buffinton, Berens Ona ries 
wles, Cox, Cullom, Dawet,” jig tn 
nkéinbatg, Fox, Getz, ‘Gi fll 


Smith,’ th, Stevens, Stiles, Strong, 
Swann, Sweeney, Taylor, Tyner, Upson, Van Aukon; 
tison, Anges, : 
eon 
Bigg M: 
rooks, Buck, elen Burdett, Roderick ] t- 
ii iân k 
oburn, Con 3 i, 

er, Fitch, Gibson, | 
oar, Hooper, 

logg, Knapp, aynard, McCarthy, 
ines, 
Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, 


Van. Trump, Van, Wyek, Ward; Willgrdi: Williams, 
Joyi ilgon, een Witcher, and Wond tt 
Atwood, Axtell, Ayer, Barry, : Beaman): Beck, 
y 
Jer, Cake; Churchill, William T.Çlark rko, 
leveisnd, Cot ener Dox, Eldridge, 
Farnsworth, Fordas, Mi 
ton, Hamilton, Harris, Hays, Heflin, - Į 
el- 
r Mokee Mekenzio Mersun Milnes, 
mick, McCrar cKee, MeKenzic,.Mercur,M 
Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, , Negley, Palmer, 


T noel C ;i 
AYB—Méssrs. All tnistrene,Aspér, 
jamin, Bennett, Bi Blair, Booker, | Gop 
Cleveland, Cob r, Deégener,: 
amble-, 
Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Johnson. Kelley, 
MeCor~ 
Myers, 
Peck, Perce, Peters, Poland Pomeroy. Prossér, 


Schumaker, Lionel A, Sheldon, Sherrod, Joseph: S. 
Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strader, Strickland, Fanner, 
Tillman, Townsend, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. W ash-: 
burn, ,Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, and 
Eugene M. Wilson~ ae i i : 
‘NOT VOTING—Messrs. Baile 
Beatty Bingham, Boles,Bowen, Boyd, Jamies Brooks, 
Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Calkin, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Cook, Gavode, Crebs, Davis, Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, 
Donley, Duval, Dyer, Hla, Garfield, Haight, Halde- 
man, amill, Hawkins, Heaton, Hoge, Alexander. 
H. Jones, Julian, Kelsey, ‘ash, Lynch, Marshall, 
Eliakim H. Moore, Samuel, P.. Morrill, Morrigey, 
Mungen, Orth, Paine, Platt, Potter, Ridgway, Por~ 
ter Sheldon, Slocum, Worthington C, Smith, Stone,’ 
Taffe, Trimble, Twichell,. Van Horh, William’ B. 
Washburn, W elkor, Winchester, and Woodward—57, 


: So the mation to refer was not agreed to.. 
‘Daring the-call of the. roll, 
Mr. MeNEE 


r Banks, Barnum, 


WY said: My. colleagué;, Mr.: 
MARSHALL, is confined to'hig'room by ‘sik: 
ness. = : hey ee es 
The SPEAKER. The question now'is upon 
ordering the bill to be tead'a third time.’ 
Mr. HAWLEY. _ I ask pnanimons consent 
to offer some amendments to this bill, whieh 
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have been agreed upon by the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. STILES. LT object. 

The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. HAWLEY. [understand that, and ask 
that unanimous consent be given for that 


urpose. 

Mr. SARGENT. The bill, as now framed, 
is intended to answer the same purpose that it 
would ifamended asthe gentleman from Illinois 
Mr. Haw ey] desires to have it amended. 
The amendments propose simply a change of 
phraseology. 

Mr. FITCH. 
amendments. 

Mr. STILES. Ie debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. lt is not, without unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. STILES. Then I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Penn- 
aylvania [Mr. SrıLes] objects to amendment 
and to debate. 

Mr. FITCH. As the amendments propose 
merely some changes in the phraseology of the 
bill, | hope the gentleman will withdraw his 
objection. 

Mr. STILES. Very well; I will withdraw 
my objection to the amendments. 

Mr. VAN AUKEN. I renew the objection. 

TheSPEAKER. The objection having been 
renewed, no amendments can be received, as 
the previous question is operating. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
move to reconsider the vote ordering the main 

aestion ? 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not now 
in order, because the House is engaged in 
executing the order for the main question. 


We have no objections to the 


Mr. INGERSOLL. When will the previous | 


: pan .. family. 
question be exhausted, so that it will be in | Mr. HAMILL obtained leave of absence till 


order to move the reconsideration? - 


The SPEAKER. The previous question |; 
will be exbausted with the third reading of the |: 


| 

| one week. 

hs Mr. STEVENS obtained leave of absence 
| 

| 

| 

| 


bill. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Then let it be read the 
third time. 

The bill was then read the third time. 


The SPEAKER. The bill having been | 
read the third time, the question now is: | 


t Shali this bill pass ?’’ 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire now to move | 


to reconsider the vote by which the main ques- 
tion was ordered. 


The SPEAKER. In accordance with par- 


recognize the gentleman from Oregon, (Mr. | 


Sir, ] who has charge of this bill, if he de- 
sires to submit any motion in regard to it. 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I call the previous 


question upon the passage of this bill. 
The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered. 


Mr. STILES. I call for the yeas and nays 
i i| TheSPEAKER announced the a pornimenk i 
r. VAN. 


| Wyck as the committee of conference on the | o'clock, to meet in-Committee of the Whole on 


I af the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 1081) | 1o Pacal order. 


to incorporate the Washington Market Com- | ` Mr. STILES called for tellers. 


on the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken; and it was 


decided in the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 69, | 


not voting 61; as follows: 


YEAS—Meszrs. Allison, Ames, Armstrong, Asper, || tO 
i| pany. 
Bennett, Blair, Booker, George M. Brooks, Buck, |, pany 

. Butier, Cake, Church- | 
Clarke, Coburn, Con- | 
ae Conner, Callom, Dawes, Degener, Dox, Eldridge, | 


Atwood, Axtell, Ayer, Barry, Beaman, Benjamin, 


Buckley, Burdett, Roderick R 
ill, William T. Clark, Sidne 
arnsworth, Ferriss, Fisher, Fitch, Gibson, Hamil- 
ton, Harris, Hays, H 
Ingersoll,Jenckes, Johnson, Kelley, Kellogg, Knapp, 
Loran, Ma nard, McCarthy, MeCormick, McCrary, 

cKee. Me 
Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, O'Neill, Peek, 
Perce, Peters, Poland, Pomeroy, Porter, Prosser, 
Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Sherrod, Joseph S. Smith, Wil- 
liam J.Smith, William Smyth, Sark weather, Stokes, 
Stoughton. Strader, Strickland, Strong, Tanner, Till- 
man, Townsend, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
barn, Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Eugene 
M. Wilson, and Witeher—%. | 

N AYs—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Archer, Arnell, 
Benton, Biggs, Bird, Buffinton, Burchard, Cessna, 
Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Cowles, Cox, Dickinson, 
Finkeldburg, Fox, Getz, Gilfillan, Griswold, Hale, 
Hambleton, Hawley, Hay, Hill, Holman, Thomas L. 
Jones, Judd, Kelsey, Kerr, Ketcham, Knott, Law- 


D, 


THE CONGRESSION 


Is it in order now to | 


i ten days. 
i A | 
listentary dice, the Chait ia bonad frat to'i Mr. CLEVELAND obtained leave ofabsence 


eflin, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, | 


AL GLOBE. 


April 29, 


| 


ronco, Loughridge, Mayham, MoGrew, MoNecly, 
Mereur, Willifm Moore, Morgan, Niblack, Paokard, 
Packer, Phelps, Randall, Reeves, Rice, Scofield, 
|! Shanks, Shober, John A. Smith, Stevens, Stevenson, 
i! Stiles, Swann, Sweeney, Taylor, Tyner, Upson, Van 
i, Auken, Van Trump, Van Wyck, Ward, Willard, 
Williams, John T. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, and 
Wood—69 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Bailey, Banks, Barnum, ft 
demand for the yeas and nays and call for 


Beatty, Beck, Bingham, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, James 
Brooks, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Calkin, Clinton 
L. Cobb, Cook, Covode, Crebs, Davis, Dickey, Dixon, 
Dockery, Doniey, Duval. Dyer, Ela, Ferry, Garfield, 
Haight, Haldeman, Hamill, Hawkins, Heaton, Hoge, 
Alexander If, Jones, Julian, Laflin, Lash, Lynch, 


, Marshall, Eliakim H. Moore, Samuel P, Morrill, , 


: Morrisey, Mungen, Orth, Paine, Palmer, Platt, Pot- 


ter, Ridgway, Schumaker, Porter Sheldon, Slocum, | 


Worthington C. Smith, Stone, Taffo, Trimble, Twich- 
ell, Van Horn, William B. Washburn, Wolker, and 
Woodward—41. 


So the bill was passed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCK. 

Mr. KNOTT and Mr. HALE obtained leave 

of absence for the remainder of to-day’s ses- 


sion, 

Mr. MOORE, of Qhio, obtained leave of 
absence for four days. ; 
_ Mr, STILES obtained leave of absence tiil 
next Tuesday. 

Mr. DOX obtained leave of absence for six 


days. 
Mr. KERR obtained leave of absence till 


ay 16. 
Mr. MAYHAM obtained leave of absence 
for five days from the lat of May. 


Mr. TOWNSEND obtained leave of absence . 


from the adjournment to-day until next Tues: 


day morning, on account of sickness in his | 


Wednesday next. 
Mr. DAWES obtained leave of absence for 


. till next Thursday. 


Mr. WOOD obtained leave of absence for 
, three days. 
i Mr. HILL obtained leave of absence for one 


| week, 
|| Mr. PLATT obtained leave of absence for 
| one week. 
i, . Mr. ATWOOD obtained leave of absence for 
|| till Tuesday next. 


i for this evening’s session, 


i| The SPEAKER asked leave of absence for 
| Mr. Hawitton and Mr. ArcHeEr for the session | 
|| of this evening. 


Objection was made. 
WASHINGTON MARKET COMPANY. 


of Mr. Taxyer, Mr. Loaay, an 


part of the House upon the disagreeing votes 


HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION, ARKANSAS. 


: the House upon the disagreeing votes of the 


ORDERING AN EVENING SESSION. 
take a recess till half past seven o'clock p. m., 


special order. 


: The SPEAKER. The question must first 
| be taken on the motion to adjourn.: : 


‘|; George 
i ehard, Burdett, Cake, Cessna, C 


: burg, Fisher, Fitch, Getz, Gilfillan, 
i Hawley, Hay, Hetin, H 


| 


| Cormick, McCrary, McGrew, 
| nes, William Moore, 
'| Negley, O'Neill, 
| Phelps, Pomeroy, Randall, Roots 
j; Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Lionel A. Shetdon, 
| A. Smith, Joseph N. Smith, Starkweather, Stevens, 
, Strickland, Strong, Tanner, Taylor, Tillman, Town- 


Mr. ELDRIDGE obtained leave of absence _ 


ii Jesse H. 


f 


The SPEAKER also announced the appoint- | (at five o'clock and thirty minutes p. m.) took 
mentof Mr. Kxorr, Mr. ORTE, and Mr. ROGERS '; 


as the committee of conference on the part of | 


enaie, Milnes, Jease H, Moore, Morphis, | two Houses on the bill (S. No. 95) in relation | 


+ to the Hot Springs reservation in Arkansas. 


to meet in Committee of the Whole upon the | 


Mr. SCHENCK. I call for the yeas and 
nays. Let as see who will keep faith. ‘There 
was an understanding we should have an even- 
ing session for the tariff bill. 

Mr RANDALL. Let the vote first be taken 


| by tellers. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Very well; I withdraw the 


tellers. ; 
Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Scmenck and 
Mr. INGERSOLL were appointed. 
- Mr. INGERSOLL. As the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. ScHenck] intimates that it is bad 
faith to attempt to dispense with an evening 
session, I will withdraw the motion to adjourn, 
although I was not a party to. any agreement, 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will not 
facilitate business at all by withdrawing the 
motion to adjourn, for it would be immediately 
renewed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reporte 
. ed—ayes 59, noes 69. a 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 51, nays 94, not voting 82; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Arnell, Ayer, Beck, Biggs, 
Bird, Booker, James Brooks, Cleveland, Cox, Dege- 
ner, Dickinson, Eldridge, Ferriss, Fox, Gibson, Gria- 
wold, Hambleton, Holman, Hotchkiss, Knott, May- 
ham, McKenzie, McNeely, Morphis, Niblack, Perce, 
Peters, Porter, Prosser, Reeves, Rice, Shanks, Sher- 
rod, Shober William J. Smith, William Smyth, Ste- 
venson, Stile Stoughton, Strader, Swann, Upson, 
Van Auken, Vun Trump, Van Wyck, Whitmore, 


I call for the yeas and 


: Wilkinson, Williams, Winans, and Witcher—5l. 


AYS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arm- 
strong, Asper, Atwood, Axtell, Barry, Bennett, Blair, 
M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Bur- 

urobill, William 
Clarke, Amasa Cobb, 


Sidney ) 
ovode, Cowles, Cullom, 


lark Coburn, 
Conger, Conner, 


,» Finkeln- 
Hamill, Harris, 
oar, Hooper, Ingersell, 
enckes, Johnson, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, 
napp, Lawrence, Logan, Maynard, McCarthy, Mo- 

, McKee, Mercur, Mil- 
Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, 
Packard, Packer, Palmer, Peck, 
Sanford, Sar, ent, 
ohn 


| send, Tyner, Watd, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
Wheeler, Willard, Bugene M. Wilson, and John T. 


Wilson—94. $ : i 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Banka, 

Barnum, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Benton. Bing- 

ham, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, Burr, Benjamin F. Butter, 


Crebs, Davis, Dawes, 
ley, Dox, 


| Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, 


Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, Dog- 


Duval, Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferry, Gar- 


|: field, Haight, Haldeman, Hale, Hamilton, Hawkins, 


‘ Hays, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, Alexander H. Jones, 
Thomas L. Jones, Judd, ulian, Korr, Laflin, Lash, 
Loughbridge, Lynch, Marshall, Eliakim H. Moore. 

Moore, Morgan, Samuel P. Morrill, Mor- 
issey, Mungen, Orth, Paine, Platt, Poland, Potter, 

idgway, Rogers, Schumaker, Porter Sheldon, Slo- 
cum, Worthington C. Smith, Stokes, Stone, Sweéney, 

Tatře, ‘Trimble, Twichell, Van Horn, Voorhees, 

William B. Washburn, Welker, Wells, Winchester, 


|, Wood, and Woodward—82, 


So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 1 modify my motion, and 


' move that the House take a recess till eight 


On the motion there were—ayes 88, noes 32. 


Tellers were not ordered. Dos 
' So the motion was agreed to; and the House 


a recess till eight o'clock p. m. 


_ EVENING BESSION. © 
At eight o’clock p. m. the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union, in accord- 


| ; . ; 
7 th the order of the H 7 d its 

| Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the House © See a (Me Warccne ia the chaise j add. 

| 

| 


session, (Mr. WHEELER in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded with the consideration of the bill (H. 
R. No. 1068) to amend existing laws relating 


|! to the dut i t d for oth oses. 
Me INGERSOLL... Linovethatihe House || me oe o te The Clee oll Fi 


| adjourn. I believe this motion take precedence. | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report. 
the pending paragraph. ` 

The Clerk read as follows : 

On all iron wiro or wire of which iron shall be a 


i On the motion there were—ayes 76, nóes 71. | component part of chief value, including annealed, 
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ition thereto 
and not less 
in 


nd, and 
Par ES less than No. 


ered. 

The CHAIRMAN. To this an amendment 
has been moved by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. GarFIELD,] which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Insert after the word ‘‘on,” at the beginning of |, 


the paragraph, the following: 

Round iron notless than th 
normore than two inches in diameter, and 
not less than three fourths of an inch nor more than 
two inches square, $20 per ton; on round iron less 
than three quarters ofan inch or morethan twoinches 
jn diameter, and squares less than three quarters of 
an inch or more than two inches square, $22 40 per 
ton; and, ac. 

Mr. GETZ. Mr. Chairman, there is no 
quorum present. 

The CHAIRMAN. That can only be de- 
termined by a division of the committee. The 
question is on the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD,] on which 
debate has been exbausted. BE . 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. , I wish to 
move an amendment to the amendment. I 
move to strike out. ‘‘three fourths,’ and in 
lieu thereof insert “one half;’’. so thas all 
sizes over half an inch shall be subject to the 
tarif of $20 a ton. ; i < 

Mr. LOGAN. Ithink the gentleman is mis- 
taken in his amendment. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I wish to call the | 


attention of the committee to the pending 


amendment for one moment. If the gentle- |, 


man from Missouri will look back to pages 14 
and 15 he will see there are twoclasses of iron 
bars, one described in the last four lines on page 
14, and the otherin the first six lines on page 15. 
The rate has been fixed on those classes of $20 
and $22 40 respectively. In the law these same 
two classes include not only flats, but rounds 
and squares. The paragraphs as they appear 
here have reduced the duties on flats, and 
rounds and squares are left standing in the law 
higher than flats. In other words, rounds and 
squares are now left standingin the lawat 1 cent 
per pound, whereas we have put flats down to 
$20 a ton, and the second class of rounds and 
squares and flats, in the law, is fixed at 1} cents 
per pound ; but flats have been put down here 
to 1 cent per pound, or $22 40 per ton. My 
amendment is simply that rounds and squares 
shall come in with flats and partake of the 
same reduction. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. The gen- 
tleman misunderstands my amendment. I have 
no reference to the amount of the tariff, but to 
the diameter of the iron. He provides for all 
iron over three quarters of an inch, and my 
amendment is to make it one half of an inch, 
go as to agree with the iron on page 14, to 
which the gentleman has referred. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I follow the 
classification of the law, and do not change it. 
My amendment is precisely in the language of 
the law, except as to the rate. : 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I 
my amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. MeNEELY. I object to the gentleman 
withdrawing the amendment. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 10, noes 60; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. McCormick, of 
Missouri, and Mr. CESSNA. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported—ayes 20, noes 102. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ASPER stated that he was paired with 

r, STILES. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, stated that 
he was paired with Mr. TOWNSEND. 


withdraw 


than three quarters of an inch | 
on squares | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


-- The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. GarFfIELD, of Ohio. ; 

The committee divided; and upon a divis- 
ion there were—ayes 25, noes 50; no quorum 


voting. 
The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 


i| tellers; and appointed Mr. GarFIELD, of Ohio, 


|and Mr. SCOFIELD. ; 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
‘ers reported—ayes 53, noes 69. : 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


| Mr. HOAR. I move to'amend by adding at 
| the end of the paragraph the following words: 

Provided further, That rolled iron, not more than 
three sixteenths of an inch diameter or square, shall 
| be subject to the same duty as wire. 

Mr. Chairman, it will be recollected that yes- 
terday afternoon there arose a question as to 
| the correctness of the phraseology used in the 
description of this class of wire. It was stated 
: that there was 4 certain product which com- 
peted with it, which was rolled to a size of less 
than three sixteenths of an inch, a specimen 
of which I showed to the House yesterday. 
| An amendment was offered by the gentleman 


| amendment was offered by myself.. Those 
amendments were both withdrawn. On con- 
-suitation with the gentleman from New Jersey, 
aud with several members of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, I now propose this amend- 
ment, which is merely to make the phraseology 
of the section correct, the description of ‘‘ rolled 
iron three sixteenths of an inch”? being used 
instead of ‘‘wire.’? I presume there will be 
no objection to- this amendment... `’ Ss, 
|. Mr. BURCHARD.. Mr. Chairman, I desire 
i that the committee shall understand‘what they 
| are voting upon. There is a class of rods 
| known as brasier’s rods that -are in common 
: use in the various tin-shops of the country for 


i various purposes. This limitation of size of 
three -sixteenths of an inch would include 


them. E i ; g 
Mr. HOAR. To meet the gentleman's 
objection I will add after the words ‘rolled 


iron,” the words ‘‘in coils.” 
Mr: Hoar’s amendment, a8 thas modified, 

was agreed to. - 
i The Clerk read the next paragtaph, as fol- 
OWS: es 

‘On all iron of steel wire rope, or twisted ties, made 
of wire not less than No. 16 wire gauge, 5 cents per 
pound: made of wire less than No. 16 and not less 


than No. 25 wire gauge, 6 cents per pound; made of 
wire less than No. 25 wire gauge, 7 cents per pound. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move toamend by strik- 
ing out the words ‘‘twisted ties’’ in the three 
hundred and seventy-sixth line.. .These have 
been already provided foratalower rate of duty. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRISWOLD. I move to amend by 
striking out ‘5’ and inserting ‘‘2™ in the three 
hundred and seventy- seventh line; so that that 
part of the paragraph will read, ‘‘On all iron 
or steel wire rope made of wire not less than 
No. 16 wire gauge, 2 cents per pound.” Mr. 
Chairman, I move this amendment in part for 
| tbe purpose of making an inquiry of some gen- 
tlemen of the committee. - I am informed that 
‘these ‘‘twisted ties” are- really three wires 

twisted together. ede os ; 

Mr. KELLEY. Twisted ties are struck out. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. . I am aware of that. I 
i understand also that this wire rope is also 


strands of this same twisted wire; that it is 
used in the rigging of vessels and for some other 
purposes, and that it really ought not be put 
in here at a higher rate than ‘twisted ties.’’ 
It is but little more expensive than the wire. 
It is merely twisted, and this duty, I believe, 
is much too large. 1 want to ascertain whether 
there has not been the same mistake made with 
| regard to twisted rope as was made with regard 
i to ‘twisted ties.’’ fan informed that the pres- 
i ent duty upon this article by the existing law is 
| precisely the same as the duty on ‘‘twisted 


from New Jersey, [Mr. CLEVELAND, ] and an | 


twisted wire, but composed of several different - 
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ties.’ Now, itseems that gentlemen some 
with this subject, who have framed this bill, 
have assented to making the duty on “twisted 
ties’’ 2 cents. I suppose that for the same 
reason this wire rope should also be put nt the 
! same duty. I am open to correction, but what 
I have stated I am informed is the fact. 

Mr. KELLEY. Wire rope is made of many 
strands of twisted wire or. spun wire, each strand 
having init more labor than the twisted tie has, 
which is but a single wire. These are three, 
five, or more strands of wire spun into cord 
of iron or steel, and then by the ordinary rope- 
making process made into wire rope. It in- 
volves as much labor as almost any form in 
which you get iron or steel wire. It requires 
the best forms and characters of iron, for the 
‘reason that it is used in hoisting great weights. 
-You find it attached to elevators in hotels; 
you find it in large warehouses where heavy 
‘weights are to be hoisted; you find it on in- 
clined planes where heavy ores and metals are 
‘shot from the hillside down for transportation. 

‘Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. What is 
| the commercial value of this wire? 

Mr. KELLEY. The commercial value varies 
` according to its quality, asthe wires vary. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. The ap- 
proximate value? . 

Mr. KELLEY. I have not my Iron Age 
with me, orany other price current, and there- 
fore I cannot tell the gentleman. But.there is 
‘avery wide range of prices, as there is a wide 
‘range of descriptions. This paragraph contem- 
plates rope made of wire not less than No. 16 
wire gauge, that made of wire less than that 
number; and wire less than No. 25 wire gauge. 
‘Each strand of the ropeinvo!ves, as I have before 
said, a large number of strands of wire. It is 
expensive in its manufacture, involving a great 
deal of labor and increasing in value as the 
strands.are finer. a 

- [Here the hammer fell. 

- Mr. LOGAN. Imove to strike out the par- 
agraph, and I do it for the purpose of getting 
an explanation and not of raising the ire of 
any gentleman. I want to be informed, and I 
presume everybedy does who does not under- 
‘stand this matter, and I confess Ido not. The 
only duty that I can find on wire of this size in 
the old law is as follows: 

“Tron wire, bright, coppered, or tinned, drawn and 
finished, not more than one fourth inch in diameter 
nor less than No. 16 wire gauge, 2 cents per pound 
and 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

“Tron wire as above, over 16 and not over 25 wire 
gauge, 3} cents per pound and.15 percent. ad valorem. 
"Tron wire over 25 wire gauge, 4 cents per pound 
and 15 per cent. ad valorem.” nt 

I find in- the old law these rates: on wire 
not more than one quarter of an inch in diam- 
eter not less than No. 16 wire gauge, 13 cents 
per pound and 15 per. cent. ad valorem; on 
wire over No. 16 and not over No. 25, 3 cents 
per pound and 15 per cent. ad valorem; and 
on wire over No. 25, 4cents per pound and 15 
per cent. ad valorem. Now, this paragraph, 
as I understand it, doubles the duty under the 
old law, and I want somebody to explain to 
me why it is, or if that is so. 

: Mr: KELLEY. _I will try and explain it to 
| the gentleman from Illinois in. the same good 
temper. that he is exhibiting to-night. 
|. Mr. LOGAN. It is not necessary to men- 
i tion that. It is not for you to insinuate that 
Iam not in.a good temper. at other. times. 
[Laughter.} > . ; A 

Mr. KELLEY. I take it back. [Laughter. ] 
| The paragraph that the gentleman. proposes 
to strike out does not relate ‘to:wire in its sim- 
ple condition, but. wire rope. The duty on 
wire under the old law was 34 cents per pound, 
or about the same as we have inserted in this 
bill. . I know the duty on this wire rope is 35 
per cent. ad valorem. It is not mentioned in 

the present tariff, and the committee believed 
| it ought to be. The rate they have reported is 
_ rather lesa than the present rate, but it makes 
: it specific instead of leaving it ad valorem. 


8112 


We endeavor. to elose the door against fraad 
and that without really increasing the rate o 


duty. . . 

Mr. LOGAN. It ia not necessary to talk 
about frauds. That has been in every speech I 
have heard from the gentleman yet. 
gentleman whether or not this class of iron 
wire or iron rope was not heretofore taxed 35 
per cent. ad valoros And now it isproposed 
to tax it5 cents per pound. I tell the gentle- 
man that that is a correct statement, and 5 
cents per pound is 135 per cent. ad valorem. 
That is the difference. It is just an increase 
of 100 per cent. If the duty ia placed at 6 
cents per pound the inerease is more; and at 
7 cents per pound it is still more of an increase. 
That is just the fact about it, and I want to 
understand it. Now, if there is any necessity 
for an increase of 100 per cent. I would like to 
know it. . : y : 

Mr. KELLEY. There is no increase of 
duty of 100 per cent. The duty on wire of 
25 wire gauge is 3} cents per pound and 15 per 
cent. ad valorem ; the duty on wire over 25 
wire gauge is 4 cents per pound and 15 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is on wire? 

Mr. KELLEY. That is on wire. 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, that ison wire; but we 
aré talking about wire rope. 

Mr. KELLEY. When the last tariff was 
adopted this. article of wire rope was not 
brought to the attention of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, or to the attention.of the | 
House. The article was admitted as an un- 
enumerated article at 35 per cent. ad valorem. 
The manufactured article of wire rope ia a fie 
ished material, bat comes in at a rate of duty 
lower than the wire from which the finished 
article ia made. 

Here the hammer. fell. } ; : : 

Mr. GRISWOLD. Before the question aball 
be taken upon the motion to strike out this 
paragraph, I move to amend it so a8 to make | 
the duty on iron or steel wire rope, made of 
wire not less than No. 16 wire gauge, 3 cents 
per pound. i . 

I wish to call the attention of the Committee 
of the Whole to the fact that the other, day 


ne ee 


when our attention was called to twisted.ties |, 


there probably was not a gentleman present 
who would have known what ‘‘ twisted ties” 
meant if it had not been for a circular issued 
by some one in the city of New York, or some- | 
where else, who knew what the article was. | 
After a long contest the Committee. of Ways ` 
and Means finally conceded that a mistake had 

been made in putting twisted ties in this par- 

agraph at a duty of 5 cents per pound. 


I askthe | 


now proposed 
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is important that the duty upon it should be 
reduced. i e ; 
. Mr. LOGAN. I would suggest also that 
wire rope is used in the construction -of rail: 
road bridges, and extensively used, too. ; 

Mr. GRISWOLD. . Yes, sir; and ‘I under- 
stand that heretofore it has been admitted ata 
duty of 35 per cent. ad valorem. ° But it is 
now proposed to increase the duty on it to 
125 per cent. as was conceded in regard to 
twisted ties. ; : 

Here the hammer fell. } 

r. CONGER. Ido not know whether the 
Committee of Ways and Means have alassified 
this wire rope properly or not in applying the 
same rate of duty on iron wire rope that is 
proposed on ateel wire rope. The amendment 
is to strike down the duty on 
steel wire rope to 3 cents per pound, although 
this paragraph proposes to lay a duty upon 
steel wire of one description of 5.cents per 
pound, and upon steel wire of another descrip- 
tion G cents per pound. Now, it seems to me 
that it might be proper to make a distination 
between the duty imposed on iron wire rope - 
and the duty on ateel wire rope, and that the 
duty on steel wire rope should, not ba reduced 
below the duty ou steel wire. = - i 

By reference tọ:linea four huadred and thirty- 
nine and four hundred and forty. the commit- 
tee will see thatthe duty on ateel wire less than 
No. 13 is 5 centa per pound; on wire finer 
than No, 13 6 cents per pounds . Jt seems to 
me it would be improper to make the duty.on 
manufactures of iron rape which may be made 
in this country lesa than the daty on wire 
itself. - L-think this. must. be apparent to any 


ontieman ponosna with the process of man 
t 


ufectyre aad machinery necessary to carry 
it on.. In thefirst pars it is necessary to braid 
carefally.the strand, then to combine the three 
into @ larger strand, then three stranda into a 
rope, and then three: ropes into acable. If 
the strands be not twisted evenly, if one be 
butan inch shorter in oué hundred: feet. than 


i gnother, the strain -upon' it breaks first one 
strand and then another; -The report of all | 


i' quires pran careand moreaccurate machinery 


Tt has |, 


been conceded, then, by those who desired to || 


keep up this daty that those twisted ties ought © 
to he at a daty much less than 5 cents per | 
poond. I think they ought really to be admit. | 


ted at 35 per cent. ad valorem. 


cents per pound; and instead of that‘article 
having been inserted in this paragraph by mis- | 
take it seems to me thatit was not by mistake, 
but that twisted ties were intentionally put in | 
with wire rope, upon which the duty ought to 
be precisely the same as twisted ties. I un- 
derstand that wire rope is made by machinery | 
in the same way:as twisted ties are made, and |. 
at a trifling cost.: It would seem, from all we | 
can gather here, that some person interested |! 
in the manufacture of this article—of course | 


without-the knowledge of the Committee of | correspond with the reductions which 


Ways and Means; but some person interested | 
in thig particular article, has got. it put in this | 
paragraph at 6 cents, or 6 cents, or 7 cents per | 
pound, according to the size of the wire of ` 
which it is made. Now itis perfectly apparent, | 
I think, that the duty on wire rope should be ' 
precisely the. same as the duty upon twisted 

ties, because it is made in the same:way by 

machinery at a trifling additional cost. This | 


wire rope is frequently used in shipping, and it |: [Mr. Conegr] even more minutely than I 


Snginears ia that the failure of irop wire rope 

or steel wire rope which has occurred: in sus | 
pension bridges or in raising great weights has 
resulted from the improper twisting or com- 
bining of the strands. This manufactyre re- 


than the manufacture of. any species :of rope 
made: from hemp, or cotton, or anything of 
that kind ; for, as I have remarked, if there is ' 
a difference of an inch-in one hundred feet, so 
as to shorten or lengthen one of the strands 
and bring the strain upon it, the iron or steel 
xire does not give‘as-would a textile material, 
so that one strand after another breaks, caus- 
ing disaster to any work in which this iron rope 
may be used. - ered Mente ISR ae oe 


: +: Mr. GRISWOLD.. I-withdraw my amend: 
As I said, after quite a long contest, we suc- | mei i 
ceeded in getting the duty redueed to Zor 2} . 

the section by strikingont in line three hundred ‘` 


ente : OE ot ios i : 
Mr. JONES, of Kentacky. I movetoamend . 


and seventy-seven, ‘6’! and inserting ‘‘3;7’ by ` 


ing out ‘‘7'’ in line three hundred and eighty: 

one, and inserting ‘‘5.’’ Ido not profess to 

know much about this matter ; but it seems to | 
me that a duty of 5,6, and 7 cents is very high ; | 
that this would be an immense tariff upon a | 
single coil of wire, and that to cut down the | 
rate as I propose in my amendment would bat ` 
we have | 


made in other instances... > 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘The proposition is not to 
impose these rates on a single: strand or coil 
of wire. The rate of duty is upon iron rope | 
or steel rope in three different grades. The | 
rates proposed by the gentleman for the rope | 
are less than those imposed on the wire. . The |: 
mode,of manufacturing these ropes bas been |. 
described by the gentleman from Michigan 


Or our shi 


.. ad valorem p nd § 
l nine to strike out *6” and insert *3};” in line three 


i cents per pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
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attempted to do it. The wires are first spun 
into thread; three of those are spun together, 
making again a thread; these threads are 
again spun into three, and then finally into the 
rope. ‘They are tarred and painted, requiring 
a great deal of labor and a large amount of 
machinery. Yet, in spite of this additional 
labor and this additional capital required, itis 
proposed to admit them at lower rates than 
those imposed on the raw material or wire 
from which they are made. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Let me remind 
the gentleman that the Committee of Ways 
and Means makes a difference. 

Mr. KELLEY. The committee makes in 
the grades of wire a difference proportionate 
to the daty on the grades of wire. That wire 
which comes in at a lower duty is placed at a 
lower duty when spun into rope. That wire 
which pays a higher duty, as wire, pays a 
higher duty when spun into rope. Hence the - 
three grades of duty on wire rope, to accommo- 
date the duty on this species of rope to the 
duties on the wire. To adopt either of the 
pending amendments will be to declare that 
wire rope, 80 important for suspension bridges, 
for the works at mines, and for the stunding 
rigging of ships, shall not be made in this 
country; that we may import wire or manu- 
facture it, but we must not manufacture it into 
rope; we must dependupon foreign nations for 
the standing rigging of our ships, for the wire 
required for our suspension bridges, and for 
all other purposes. If the duty on wire be 
higher than the duty on the rope, of course the 
rope will not be manufactured out of wire in 
this country, but the rope will be imported 
ready made. 

Mr. LOGAN. Willthe gentleman answer 


! me this question: ig there in this country an 
manufactory of this quality of iron rope whic 


is asking for this increase of duty ? 

Mr. KELLEY. I believe there is; and there 
are among the files of the Committee of Ways 
and Means elaborate statements of the rela- 
tions of wire to the rope. l 

Mr. LOGAN; . I should like to know what 


‘establishment asks it. 


Mr. KELLEY. I cannot give the gentle- 


/ man information that my memory does not 


retain, ` Ido remember the committee, made 
an elaborate examination of the facts, and that 
thé papers are in writing among the files of the 


: committee. 


Mr. LOGAN. Does the gentleman remem- 
ber that there is any wire rope manufactured 
in this country? = 4 
Mr. KELLEY, I do not remember the 
street or number. Jae ae 
_ Mr. LOGAN, .. Will the gentleman give me 
the information? . E oy 
_ Mr. KELLEY. If it is not made here it 
ought to be, for if we get into war it will not 
do to depend on England either for our rigging 

s. REER) ae 
[Here the hammer fell.) iy 
Mr. ALLISON. -I ask the gentleman from 


` atriking out “6,” in line three hundred and ` Kentucky to withdraw his amendment. . 


seventy-nirle, and inserting ‘‘4;?’ and by strik- : ; 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I; will if the 
gentleman will renew it. 
Mr. ALLISON. -I will renew it in effect. 
_Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, I withdraw my 
amendment. .. 
Mr. ALLISON. 
ment: ; 
In line three hundred and seventy-seven I move 
to strike out 5” and insert ‘‘24;” in linethree hun- 


dred and seventy-eight to insert “ and 15 per cent. 
’? in line three hundred and seventy- 


Imovethe followingamend- 


hundred and eighty te insert “and 20 per cent. a 
valorem ;” in line three hundred and eighty-one to 
strike out “7” and insert * 4;” and also “and 15 per 
cent. ad valorem ;” soit will read: | , 

On all iron or steel wire rope or twisted ties, made 


: of wire not less than No. 16 wire gauge, 2) cents per 


pound and 15 per cent.ad valorem ; made of wire loss 
than No. 16 and not less than No. 25, wire gauge, fe 
ma 
of wire lessthan No. 25 wire gauge, 4 cents per pound 
and 15 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. Chairman; the geitleren: from 
[Mr. Keuiey] states that iron 
of 2 centa per pound end 15 
34 cents.a-pouad and 16 
and-4 cents a pound and 
while iron wire rope 

pulorem.. I believe 


Now, Mr. 
Pennsylvania 
wire pays è duty 
cent. ad valorem, 
r cent, ad valorem, 
5 per cent. 

comes in at 35 per cent. ad 
that statement to be a 
jg to say, iron rope not being an enumerate 
article comes in under an ad valorem d 
It is also true that steel wire rope comes in at 
45 per cent. ad valorem. 
in at 35 per cent. ad valor 
rope at 45 per cent. ad r r 
man says that the reason for thia specific class- 
ification is because those articles come:-in: at & 
less rate of duty than the wire of which they 
are manufac 


tured. wt : 
Mr. KELLEY. The rates proposed by the | 


amendment will make them lower. . 

‘Mr. ALLISON. Very well; now, I under- 
stand the gentleman from Pennsylvania to say 
that the object is to get a specific rate of tet 
Ido not understand him to claim that we should 
increase the rate of duty. os 

Mr. KELLEY. On wire rope; yes. ‘| 

Mr. ALLISON. Now, what I propose 18 
we will give an increase ‘on iron wire rope an 
leave the steel wire rope to come in as steel 
wire. E should be willing to give one half cent 
a pound increase ; but the proposition that we 
shall pay double rates is not, I think, a fair 
proposition. = : i 

Mr. LOGAN. It would add 100 per cent. 
> Mr. ALLISON, I donot think it is so: much. 

” Mr. LOGAN. : 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the gentleman from 
Minois to listen. to me for a moment. Steel 
wire how pays 8 cents a pound and 20 per 
cent: ad valorem. ‘The proposition is tomake 
it when changed into rope pay 7 cents & pound. 


I think that is too much for the simple process | 


ad valorem. ‘The gentle- | 


| which the Chair 


THE 


an: the floor, and T beliaya thers is: + rule which 
excludes them. a Sy: dete he 

‘The CHAIRMAN. That is a paint of order 
‘cannot entertain. . Such a 


| point of order can only be madé in the:House. 


i If the *‘lobbyista’’ are 
| the committee the 
‘| fact. 


Thave made the calculation. | 


disturbing'the order of 
Chair will take netice of the 


Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman from Teti- 
nessee yield to me for.a remark? ©. -~ 
Mr. MAYNARD. Yes, sir; in a moment 
or two. I was about to givé thè. rèàson why, 
in the last Congress, we introduced: the: pra- 
vision] have read, with-respect to iron:and steel 
wire rope: : It was this—and I may say thatthe 
aubject waa very. fully. investigated, andthe 
documents relating to:it:t presume are ion file 
in the committee-room, and still accessible; 
it was this: that establishments that had. been 
attempting to manufacture this article had 
found it was perfectly impracticable to do.so, 
since the duty on the ropes was less than the 
duty on the wire, whether of iron or steel, of 
which they, were made; and. thet every estab- 
lishment in the country, af which quita a nyum- 
ber had been-started, had been closed except 
one in the State of New Jersey. The. com- 
mittee therefore were satisfied that the exist- 
ing law was defective, the defect being one of 
those which would be.discovered in the opera- 
tions of trade and business. , And we songht 
in the last Congress to remedy that defect.by 
a duty still higher. than that which we propose 
in the present bill. This year we have reduced 
the duty on the several grades 1 cent’ a poond 
below the point proposed by the committee in 
the last Congress, foes 
_ Mr.. BECK rose, - 2 AD DE Vag tes 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending 
amendment is exhausted. =. > 
o Mr BECK. I understood. that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee yielded to -me a portion 


of twisting wire ; that is, the difference between |i of hiş timg.. 0 bss oa tt fag 

7 cents per pound and 3 cents per pound’ I | _ The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman.. fram 
am ‘willing to give one half cent merease on | Tennessee-had no time left to yield... o 
this; but I wish to preserve that same classifi- Mr. BECK. Then I move to.strike out +‘? 


cation. I wish to call attention to the fact 
that wherever we make a change to specific 


‘duties we always manage to increase the rate 


of duty. 
Mr. ROGERS. I wish-to ask the gentleman 
from Lowa if this rate of duty does not amount 
to a prohibition upon the importation of this 
‘article? `. fens, eee 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not know whether it 
amounts to a prohibition or not. T only know 
it is too high a rate as compared with the exist- 
ing law, if the only object of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is to correct an error in the 
classification. ` i 

[Here the hammer fell.) 
~ Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of my colleague on the committee from 
Iowa, [Mr. ALtisox,] and of the gentleman 
from Illinois, (Mr. Lo¢an,] who was my col- 
league on the committee in the last Congress, 
to the fact that we had this subject of iron and 
‘steel wire under consideration in the last Con- 
gress, and that in a short bill 
‘articles, which was reported from the cominit- 
tee purposely and professedly to cure what 
were admitted to be defects in the existing law, 
the subject of iron and steel wire was dealt 
with. ‘fhe rates provided in that bill were as 
follows: ee 
‘On iron or stegl wire rope, made of wire over 
No. 16 wire gauge in size, 6 cents per pound; made 
of wire leas in sizé than No. 16, but not less than 

0. 25, 7 cents per pound; made of wire less in size 
than No, 25 wire gauge, 8 cents per pound: Pro- 
vided, That iron wire rod galvanized shall pay one 
quarter of one cent per pound in addition to the 

oregoing rates,” w 

~. Mr. ROGERS. 
‘ilege, Le X : : 
The CHAIRMAN. -A question of privilege 
cannot be entertained in Committee of the 


Whole. : 
. Mr. ROGERS. Irise, then, toa question of 
order. I understand that there are lobbyists 


I rise to a question of priv- 


embracing afew | 


cents” and insert ‘3 cents.” I do not wish 
to occupy more than g moment, and that: for 
the purpose, of making a single remark. In 
my opinion the length of time consumed in the 
debate upon these, two.paragraphs has, cast 
‘mach more in.the.way of gagtolight this Hall, 
independently of all that. hag been: sent. forth 
npoa this floor, than, all the.revequa derived 
from this article. -In 1869, the amonnt of duty 
received on. iron, wire above. No, 25, rated. at 
4 cents per pound and 15 per cont. , was $5; 61. 
The amount received on iron wire covered with 
cotton, silk, and other material, not less than 
_No. 16, rated at 7 cents per pound and 15 per 
cent., was $7295; on No.: 16 to No. 25, it was 
$58 36; above No. 25, it was $73 98.. At pres- 
„ent, therefore, the duties on.all these articles 
are prohibitory. The revenue received. from 


|. them, notwithstanding all that has been.said 


about them, would hardly pay the galary.of.p 


l single collector’s clerk in asingle custom-house 
' for two months. ; 


And yet we are asked to.put 
the duty on some of these articles above what 
-it was before. - = Psst 
Mr; MAYNARD. I would -observe ‘to the 
gentleman that. we manufacture the greater 
portion of the wire that we use in-the country. 
The wire rope, however, comes. in, not asa 
specific article, but as an unenumerated many- 
facture ; so that the tables do not show what 
value of that article is imported... c. 


Mr. BECK. They show. that the. tariff on 


iron wire is prohibitory now; and yet you are 
increasing it to'a still higher rate. — 

. Mr. SCHENCK. I think this whole matter 
is to be thus explained :: we have. at present 
certain duties upon the three or four grades of 
iron and steel wire. Wire rod is comparatively 
a modern production. Lately we have been 
making wire rope for tiller ropes and standing 
‘rigging of vessels, and ‘for various purposes 
for which the best hemp cordage was formerly 
used, and we have been brought into this sin- 
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‘man. from Ohio a qnestion.. : 


„cient number to make a.cab 


SLt3 


gular condition of things, that: while we have 
a: tari@ imposing a certain rate of duty. upon 
different grades of: iron and steel wire, the rope 
which is:made out of iron and steel wire has 
been introduced as a non-enumerated article, 
at.86 per cent: ad valorem ; and thus the rope 
‘made -ont of wire has been brought in at a 
Jower rate of duty than the-wire itself, which 
is the raw. material out of which it is made. 
- Now, the object of this amendment of the 
tariff is: to make iron and steel wire rope by 
specific: designation a: dutiable article, instead 
of :leavitig it. among the non-enumerated arti- 
cles. . We make pretty much all our own wire 
in all-ite different grades; but while rope made 
out of wire can come in at far less than the 
wire itself, then as a matter of course the rope 
is -brought:in although the wire is not. The 
only question then is; having-settled the rates 
of daty apon different: grades of iron and steel 
wire, what you:shall do with the iron and steel 
wite rope: And:the committee have thought 
that this rope ought to pay.as much as the wire 
out of, which it is made, and a little more, be- 
cause of the labor which enters into it in order 
to convert the iron or steel wire into. rope. 
Mr. RANDALL. Let me correct the gen- 
tleman upon. one point. ae 
. Mr, SCHENCK, Certainly. 

Mr. RANDALL. | It is as to the use of wire 
rope being a modern thing. : There is in Phil- 
-adelphiaa suspension bridge of wire rope. which 
has been built for twenty years, -- ; 

Mr. SCHENCK.. That is a different class 
of rope or twist from:that now in constant nss 
and ‘regent;use.a8 & substitute for; hemp cord- 
age in standing rigging and tiller.xapes, and 
various purposes of that kind for our shipping, 
and whith hag,in fact gone into use at a com- 
paratively recent date for hoisting in mining 
„and various. other ways... They have now made 
a flexible, valuable rope which is & substitute 
for the finest.and best and. strongest hemp 
cordage; ifad oe wots rod wie 
. ‘Now, the question opened to. tha committee 
is what ought to be the duty upon, cordage of 
‘thig..kind, for it may. be called wire cordage. 
‘It ought to be something. more than, that on 
the: wire. itself... I am inclined. ta ‘think "that 
‘whet the gentleman, from lowe-{ Mr. ALLISON] 
‘proposes to reduce it. to from what ‘the :com- 
mittee have reported in the bill is nearer, right 
than the bill itself; but certainly it ought ta be 
something more, than, the wire out of which it 


18 gee Fos x gig 
BEA YHAM, I desire to 


ask the gentle- 
na) I understand him 
to say that the wire, which is the, raw material 
out of which this rope is mann wgtured, is 
‘charged with as high a duty, as the rope itself. 
Now, in my examination of .this bill I am 
‘unable to find any iron wire that is charged at 
the rate of .7 cents. per pound: specific duty, 
while’ this rope by this bill is charged 7 cents 
per pound, The question which I desire to 
ask is whether there is, any iron wire charged 
at. the rate of 7 centg per pound specific duty? 

Mr. SCHENCK. In the preceding pafa 
graph. we have. put. all iron wire at. different 


‘rates of duty—at 2 cents a. pound and 15 per 


cent. ad valorem, at 3} cents and 15 per cent- 
ad valarem, and at 4 centsand 16 per cent: ad 
valorem, and steel wire isat present eta seme- 
‘what higher rate. ae pale Bi, 
Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. BECK.’ I withdraw 
the amendment... oer 2 
Mr. GRISWOLD. I renew it. I simply 
wish to call the attention of the committee to 
‘one fact.. The twisted wire that we had the 
contest about yesterday is nothing. but this 
twisted rope. It is composed of three wires 
which make three strands. All wire rope is 
composed of’ à certain number of strands. It 
may be of six strands or of fifteen, or ol asutti- 
le strong enongh 
to holà ship. Now, the point, to. which I 
wish to call attention is this: that thesetwisted 
ties which we put in here -yesterday at 2 cents 


the amendment tp 
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a pound and at 34 cents and 4 cents, accordin 


-to the size of the wire, are wire ropė; an 
nothing else, composed of only a few strands. 
Now, I would like to understand if there is 
any such great variation in the expense be- 
tween these twisted ties and wire rope, because 
ifthe rope is composed of nine or fifteen strands 
itseems to be charged with the same duty as the 
rope which is composed of one hundred strands, 
large enough and strong enough to make a 
cable to hold a ship. Yet it is apparent that 
by this bill no distinction is made between rope 
of different sizes and twisted ties, which is put 
down here at 5 cents per pound, which was 
‘conceived by the Committee of Ways and 
Means to be too high. And I desire to call 
attention to another point. Wire is put down 
at 2 cents per pound. It is said that we get 
these twisted ties and these wire ropes ata 
lower duty than we do thewire of which those 
articles are made. . There is galvanized . wire 
covered with zine and copper, which I think is 
a higher-priced wire than the wire of which 
these wire ropes are made. Now, I think these 
twisted ties were put in the same paragraph 
with wire rope where they should be; and 
according to the concession of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, I think that wire rope 
should be put at precisely the same duty with 
twisted ties. I now withdraw my amendment 
to the amendment. 


Mr. HOAR. I desire simply to state to the || 


com mittee—— 

The. CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pend- 
ing amendment is exhausted. 

‘Mr. HOAR. ‘I move to amend pro forma 
by striking out the last word. This wire rope, 
used for suspension bridges, and the larger 
kinds of wire rope, is ordinarily made of the 
very finest kind of charcoal wire, the strongest 
and most expensive wire made—substantially 
the same quality of iron that is-used: for horse- 
shoe nails. I understand, moreover, that this 
wire rope is made in several places in this.coun- 
try. : The principal place where it is manufac- 
tured is in the works of John: A. Robling’s 
Sons, of Trenton, New Jersey, where was made 
the wire ropes for the Niagara: suspension 
bridge. -Wire rope is also manufactured by 
Tucker, Carter-& Co., of Brooklyn, New York, 
by Mr. Hazard, of Mauch Chunk, Pennsyiva- 
nia, and by William Bromwell & Co., of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. LOGAN. I knew it was made in this 
country; and that is the reason I asked Mr. 
KELLEY to say if he knew who made it, as he 
knew so much always. I knew it was made 
at Trenton, for [had a letter from there. 

Mr. KELLEY. Of coarse, if I should ever 
come to know as much as the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Locan] I would be one of the 
wisest men in the world. 

Mr. HOAR. I withdraw my pro forma 
amendment. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. ALLISON; and it was agreed to, 
upon a division—ayes fifty-eight, noes not 
counted. ; : 

- The question then recurred upon the motion 
of Mr. Loca to strike out the paragraph as 
amended. : 8 i 

Mr. LOGAN. I withdraw tbat: motion. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I renew 
the motion. D l 

The question was taken upon the motion to 
strike out the paragraph as amended; and it 
was not agreed to—ayes eighteen, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I ask the 
Clerk to read the paragraph as it is now 
amended. l 

The Clerk read as follows: l , 

On all iron or steel wire rope made of wire not less 
than No. 16 wire gauge, 2} cents per pound, and in 
addition thereto er cent. od valorem; made of 
wire less than No. 1È and not less than No. 25 wire 
gauge, 3} cents per pound, and in addition thereto 
20 per cent. ad valorem; made of wire less than 


25 wire gauge, 4 cents per pound, and in addition 
thereto 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


No. i 


li 


rise to a question of order. 
considering the duty upon wire, but the duty ` 


| upon wire 
il 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to | gentleman will save time by letting this table 


amend the paragraph by striking out the words 
‘sand in addition thereto 20 ‘per cent. ad 
valorem,” for the purpose of saying 

Mr. CONGER.. I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state his point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. The Committee of the 
‘Whole having refused to agree to the motion 
to strike out the paragraph, is it in order now 
to move to amend the paragraph? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
House it is in order to amend a paragraph after 
the question has been taken upon the motion 
to strike it out. But that is contrary to the 
practice in State Legislatures, and.is also con- 
pay to the ordinary rules of parliamentary 
aw. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to another point 


i of order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. . The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooxs] has moved to strike out 


words which the Committee of the Whole have .' 


just inserted, which is not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chuir sustains the 


| point of order. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. ThenI move 
to strike out ‘24 cents per pound.” ` 


By the rules of this 


be read. . 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. The para- 
graph under consideration relates to wire rope. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. If the point 
| of order is to be argued, I wish to say that I 
! am showing that it is but just to increase the 
i rates on wire rope after we have increased 
those on wire ; and by this table I wish to show 
how the duties on wire have been increased. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk willread the 
table. 
The reading of the table was resumed and 
concluded. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows : 


On iron wire cloth 2cents per square foot and 
35 per cent. ad valorem ; if painted or printed with 
figures, 4 cents per square foot, and 35 per cent. ad 
valorem. ; f 

Mr. COX. I moveto strike out the para- 
‘graph just read. I wish to explain to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, who I am happy to say has just been 
: voting with us, precisely what the amount of 
This 


I withdraw 


this duty will be upon iron wire cloth. 


. iron wire cloth is now taxed, and if this para- 


Mr. SCHENCK. Upon that I raise the ; 


same point of order. 


The CHAIRMAN.. The Chair sustains the j addition to the 35 per cent. ad valorem. [ can- 


point of order. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Then I move ` 


to strike out ‘25 wire gauge” and insert ‘' 28 
wire gauge.’’ Is that in order? 


. The CHAIRMAN. That motion isin order. | 
Chair- | 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. 
man, thig paragraph proposes a considerable 
increase of the existing rate. The ad valorem 
rate is an increase of 5 per cent. l 

Mr. MAYNARD. I call the gentleman to 

order. I insist that be shall confine his remarks 
to the question of a reduction from No. 25 to 
No. 28 wire gauge. saua . 
' The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 
well taken; but the Chair will remark that if 
the gentleman from Tennessee can hear the 
‘gentleman from New York heis more fortunate 
than the Chair. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Well, I will 
-speak to the question of the reduction from No. 
25 to No. 23 wire gauge. I submit that these 
wire gauges should be so arranged as not to in- 
crease the existing duty. But the arrangement 
of the wire gauge in this bill is an increase of 
the duty to the extent of 5 per cent. ad valorem 


‘throughout the rates. I wish that fact to be |. 


mede a matter of record. Now, as I am com- 


pélled to-speak strictly in order, let me say that |; 


the argument in favor of increasing the duty 
on this wire rope is that we have enormously 
increased in the preceding paragraph the duty 
on wire. To show how the duty on wire has 
been fixed, I ask the- Clerk to read a table 
which I send to the desk. 

- The Clerk read as follows: 


Table of the price of English wire, and a calculation of |: 


what the combined specific duty of 2} cents per pound 


and 15 per cent. ad valorem will amount to, as a sim- 
ple ad valorem duty. 


Sterling Ameri- Per cent. 
price. can gold. ad valorem. 


£11 5s. $54 68 117 
1200 5852 ll 
61 97 105 

64 40 102 

69 25 95 

71 68 90 

74 10 90 


To give a single 


works, the English wire-workers buy their wire of 
the manufacturers at 3 cents (not3 pence) per pound; 
the American wire-worker pays 10 cents for the same 
article. 
During the reading of the table, 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusettts, said: I 


We are not now 


rope. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I think the 


graph be strack out, will be taxed hereafter 
35 per cent. ad valorem. The. Committee of 
Ways and Means have seen proper to add on 
iron cloth 2 cents per square foot, and on 
painted wire cloth 4 cents per square foot in 


not understand this exactly. A gentleman 
doing business in New York has come here 
fully indorsed by a letter of ex-Governor Sal- 
omon, of Wisconsin, to the gentleman from 
that State, [Mr. Parxe.] The letter of this 
gentleman says that the rate proposed in this 
bill will operate as an increase upon the pres- 
ent rates of 185 per cent. ad valorem, which 
is equivalent to 170 per cent. on the painted 
wire cloth, while as to the other wire cloth, 
that which is not painted, none is imported 
from abroad, and hence the provision is mean- 
ingless—a tub to the whale. _ 

This painted wire cloth can be bought in 
Germany, where it is made, for 3} cents, gold ; 
that is the invoice price; freight and other 
charges being added, it sells wholesale in New 
York from 6}to7 cents incurrency. The whole- 
galer sells it again at 9 cents. The result of 
the proposition of the Committee of Ways 
and Means willbe to increase for the benefit of 
a few manufacturers the price of this painted 
: wire cloth which goes into all our houses as 


l screens for windows, which is used in our 


i grocery shops for covering cheese, meat, &c., 
i which is used for one purpose or another by 
i almost everybody, which is now no longer an 
' article of luxury, but almost a matter of neces- 
‘sity. I hope the chairman of the Committee 
' of Ways and Means is giving me his serious 
‘ attention, for I want him to vote with me on 
| this question. I do not call this duty ‘‘ rob- 
i bery,’ as some others of these duties have 
` been designated, but now in the night season 
it looks more like burglary. [Laughter.] One 
hundred and twenty-five per cent. and you 
‘add 85 per cent. ad valorem! What is the 
‘object of it? Is it for the purpose of helping 
‘any iron-works here? Do you know why it is 


| proposed? What costs 34 cents abroad costs 


9 or 10 cents to the consumer here. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. T wish to say 


` that while my friend from Ohio seems to be 


addressing entirely the other side of the House 
he is turning his back upon his friends here. 
Mr. COX. I never turn my back upon my 
friends except when I am fighting my enemies. 
, [Laughter. ] 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I wish to hear 


' the remarks of my friend from Ohio, and 


hope he will address himself to this as well as 
to the other side of the House. 

Mr. COX. I will speak so I can be heard 
on both sides. I will not call gentlemen on 
the other side my enemies, I wish to agree 


1870. 
with them on reducing the daty u 
peautiful articles which are woven 
wish to vote with the chairman of the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means (Mr. Scuexcr] to || 
strike down this insidious tariff of 125 per cent. | 
1 do this for the benefit of the consumer. Is 
this high tariff here for the benefit of some- 
body, which I think my friend must know from 
the smile which plays about his face? . 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time 

s expired. 
a TOX. I will hand to the gentleman . 
ul fabrics 


these 
‘wire. I 


from Obio samples of the beauti 
woven from wire. ` f 
Nr. SCHENCK. I am not acquainted with 
anybody in this trade at all. Wire comes in 
at a certain rate of duty. It eo happens that 
wire cloth comes in at less duty than the wire 
of which it is made. The proposition af the 
Committee of Ways and Means is to add a 
little somethiog to cover the labor of convert- ` 
ing the wire into wire cloth, and give it the 
benefit of the same duty as wire. This wire 
cloth is used for the purpose of keeping out 
fiee—‘ shoo fly!’’ you know, [Lau ter. ] 
Mr. COX. There is some nice little dicker 
about this thing, and I want to get at the bot- 
tom of it. 
Mr. SCHENCK. The only object is to put 
a duty on these beautiful things manafactared | 
out of iron wire which shall be equal to the | 
duty on iron wire, and te add some little duty | 
for the purpose of protecting the manufacture | 
ia our own country. Ace gt 
Mr. HOAR. For the purpose of statinga | 
few facts in reference to this manufacture J 
will move to strike out “35” and insert ‘36.’ 
Mr. Chairman, I believe, if there is a single | 
manufacture which gentlemen on this side of 
the House should be willing to protect amply 
it is the particular manufacture ander consid-- | 
eration. It isnot made in large establishments, | 
as the drawing of wire ie. It is made very | 
largely on hand-looms by laboréts who direct 
their individual skill to the prodaction of these ‘| 
wire cloths. They make screens and sieves and || 
wire cloth for all the purposes for which wire |' 
cloth is made. This was originally a German || 
manufacture, and Germans akilled in it have | 
come to this country and established itall over | 
the Northwest. They make it in Missouri, they ` 
make it in Milwaukee, and they make it where | 
ever a population of skilled German workmen | 
are to be found. We propose to say to them by : 
this tariff, to this intelligent, skilled German | 
labor, that if they wish to. make wire cloth for | 
the people of this country they can come over | 
here and do it, and we will protect them in 30 | 
doing. This is not one of those things which | 
rotects the large manufacturing corporations. | 
t protects the skill and handicraft of the work- | 
ing man who lives with his family. It protects | 
this skill of the German workman which he | 
has brought over here, and which he exercises. ! 
for the purpose of securing for himself and | 
family a decent livelihood. It ig in favor of | 
these individual working men that this protec- | 
tion is afforded, and not ia favor of the great | 
manufacturing corporations. 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I riseto |, 
oppose the amendment of wy colleague, for | 
the purpose of saying a word in reply tothe | 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.]} 
understand my friend from New York to say 
that he gets his information from a German | 
friend who had made a large importation which 
cost only 3} cents. j 
Mr. COX. That was the invoice price in 
gold abroad. 4 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. He did 
not state the name of the gentleman. 
Mr. COX. I will give it, and read his letter. 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. Ido not | 
know that I should recognize the name. There 
wasa gentleman who camc to me and said that 
his whole importation had been seized for 
undervaluation, and asked me to go to the 
rire Department and say a word in his 
favor. He said his goods were not undervalued ; 


: Lam of the opinion that the article cannot be 


: they want to get rid of they can bring in at a 


' this country. 


i to me for a word or two. 


request that the goods should be relieved? - 
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they were the ‘refude.of the matufictortes: at: 
the end of the season when the best articles had 
been culled out, and that these were the imper- 
feor articles which had been sent to this country. | 
He believed it was very unjust to expect that j 
they showd be valued at the rate at which the 
fresh genuine article would be sold in the 
markets of Germany. I om afraid that my 
friend who came to ask me to assist him is the 
very gentleman to whom the gentleman from 
New York refers. I know myself that wire.|: 
cloth cannot be sold at 3} cents in gold, 
unless it be the rejected articles that have been l; 
culled over and are. imperfect, the class of | 
articles which European manufacturers gen- | 
erallyat the end of the season send over to this li 
country to get out of their way.. And I am: 
inclined to think that the importation referred | 
to by the gentleman from New York, invoiced 
at 3} cents, if not the importation of the gen- 
tleman who came to me, is another similar one.. ` 


i 
H 


imported at anything like that price—I mean — 
the genuine articleof good quality. That is the 
way in which our manufacturers are interferred 
with by European manufacturers, sending over 
the rejected, the injured, I may say the spu-: 
rious articles that are left on their hands at 
the end of the season. Their old stock which | 


very trifling rate of duty, as it is subject to.an 
advaloremduty. Therefore the committe pro- 

sed to puta specific duty upon this article 
in order that there may be no inducement to: 
bring those worthless goods into the country 
to compete with the regular manufactures of 


Mr. KELLEY rose. . E 
Mr. COX. I hope the gentleman will yield | 


. The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose does 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania rise? 


Mr. KELLEY. I rose to renew the amend- 


; ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


[Mr. Hoar,] which was withdrawn by that 
gentleman. But I will yield the floor to the 
ntleman from New York, [ Mr. Cox, ] expect- 
ing to be able to obtain it at some future time. 
. Mr. COX. I thank the gentleman for his 
courtesy. Mr. Chairman, there is no reason in 
the world why the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Hoorer] should get up a supposi- 
titious case with reference to the gentleman I 
referred to. aa s 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I speak | 
of an actual case. : 
Mr. COX. But he applies it without any 
reason to this gentleman, who comes here 
recommended .in g letter from Governor Sal- 
oman to General Paine as an industrious. gnd 
enterprising merchant, who formerly resided 
in Wisconsin, but now resides in New York, 
and who imports goods of this character from. 
Westphalia.. . T 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. The party. 
I refer to said the goods were consigned to him. ;; 
Mr. COX: Your man is notthis man. Your | 
man is a man of straw most likely. ef 
Mr... HOOPER, of Massachusetts. He 
bronght letters recommending him on quite as | 
high authority as your man. ADE 
Mr. COX. be, but I have nothing 


That may 


directly and largely interested in this. business, - 
and I show to the House that he is a respect- 
able man by his bearing testimonials from the | 


former Republican Governor of. a ‘western i 


State. 1 | 
_ Mr. CONGER. , Did the letter you refer to | 


| 


: waukee. 


| captandum talk about it. 


l 


. Mr. COX. Notat all; it: had nothing to do.) 
with that. But it requested the gentleman: |; 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Patna] to assist in pre- | 
venting the prohibitory tariff of an sdditional — 
125 per cent. being put upon this wire cloth. 
I should like to have the whole letter read, in 
order to free this gentleman from the reproach | 
which has been heaped upon him in the debate 
this evening. peng Ty By teers T 


! gay, than in a ton of pig iron. 
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“Mr. HOOPER, of Maasachusetts. I did not 
mean to assert that the gentleman I referred 
to was the same gentleman referred to by my 
friend from New York. But I stated that he 
brought a letter to me from very high authority. 

Mr. PAINE. I may perhaps be expected 
tò say a word, as reference has been made by 
the gentleman from New York to a letter 
addressed to me by a former citizen of Mil- 
‘That letter was presented to me a 
day or two ago by a Mr. Marké, who formerly 


‘ lived in Milwaukee, and who said he knew me 


there, although I did not happen to remember 
him. The letter came from ex-Governor 
Saloreon, whom I have known intimately for 
many years, and I assure the committee that 
any statement he may make as to Mr. Marké, 
or any other man, may be received with the 
fullest confidence. 

Mr. COX. I have only a word ortwo more 
to say. Ido notwish to make any mere ad 
This proposition of 
the Committee of Ways and Means raises the 
duty from 35 per cent. to 160 per cent., 80 as 
to be in fact prohibitory. This may be for the 


' benefit of some manufactarers in some parts 


of the country. But I ask the committee to 


` allow our shopkeepers a chance to buy this 


beautiful article, manufactured in Germany, 
which can be brought to this country so much 
cheaper than it can be manufactured here. 
Mr. KELLEY. I renew, pro forma, the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. The specimens produced hy the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Cox,] I may eay, 
are not very fine specimens of wire cloth. The 
Committee of Ways and Means had some be- 
fore them much more closely woven, and on 
which was painted with exquisite skill scenes 


| from our own mountains and lakes and those 


of foreign countries, and scenes of the chase. 
And while I indorse all that the gentleman 
from Massaebusetts [Mr. Hoan] has said as to 
the weaving of this cloth giving employment 


_ to skilled and ingenious people who have im- 


migrated from abroad, it is also giving employ- 
ment on works of art which are valuable to the 
people, and are furnished at a low rate, on 


screens for windows against insects, and fire 


screens, and in an infinite variety of ways. 


| And when a duty is imposed upon this painted 


cloth it is not merely on this kind which is 


| penne by print, but on these works of art. 


o leave it at anything like the present duty 
would be to reduce the wages or depress them, 


| of a class of highly-skilled people and hightly- 


skilled artists who are making beautiful works 
of art familiar to us all by Introducing them 
into the common affairs of life. No part of 
the bill was better considered by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means than this, and in 
reference to none were more specimens brouglit- 
to its attention to show the demand for such a 
duty ‘aa that fixed by the committee upon this 
wire cloth. 
Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Chairman, I ap- 
rehend that here where we reach fine manu- 


| factures, I shall be obliged to part company 


with my gallant friends who advocate reduc- 
tion. Iam in favor of reduction on all articles 


| of necessity and of raw material; but when it 
i g | comes to an article of fine manufacture there 
I || to do with him. The gentleman I speak of is | 


is where, in my judgment, protection comes 
in, if ever. 

Mr. 'McCORMICK, of Missouri. Do you 
call this an article of luxury? | 

Mr. STEVENSON. Yes; an article of 


luxury. . 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. Itis needed 
in every home in the land. ia 

Mr. STEVENSON.. It is an article requiring 
skill and labor. What we wantin this coun- 
try is to. bring the raw material in cheap, and 
then work it up ourselves. ‘I'here is more labor 
in 100 pounds of this material, I undertake to 
There is prob- 
ably more in 10 poondg of this material than 
in a ton of pig iron. ‘There is where the labor 
comes in. It is the interest of this country to 
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let the raw material come in free, or as lọw 
as possible, and then work it up among oar- 


selves. 

Mr. LOGAN, I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Cincinnati a question, 

Mr. STEVENSON. Well, sir. ` 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam a good deal bothered 
on this question of wire cloth, I would like to 
know the amount of labor bestowed on the 
wire and in weaving and manufacturing it into 
cloth, the amount of labor on the wire and then 
iu weaving into cloth, and the amount of labor 
expended in painting pictures onit. Itis neces- 
sary to understand that to know exactly 
what the tariff on this article ought to be. 

Mr. STEVENSON, I do not know myself, 
but if the gentleman wil! hold the article ver 
close to his eyes he may be able to see throug 
it. [Laughter.] I think, however, tb& he 
would be as old as Methuselah and as blind as 
Bartimeus before he would make a square foot 
of it. (Laughter. 

Mr. LOGAN. I 
is a complete answer. 


hive no doubt of that. That 
Now, I understand it 


exactly. : : 

Mr. STEVENSON. Iam glad I have been 
able to enlighten the gentleman. 

‘The formal amendments to the amendment 
being withdrawn, the question was put on Mr. | 
Cox’s motion to strike out the paragraph ; and ` 
there were—ayes 21, noes 80 ; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cox and Mr. 


The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 38, noes 79. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. I move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. I think it is about time. | 


KELLEY were appointed. l 
{ 
{ 
| 
| 


Mr. SCHENCK. Oh, no; we did not begin |: 


till 8 o’clock. : 
The question was put; and there were—ayes 
40, noes 76. ; 
So the committee refased to rise. 


Mr. COX. I desire to move one other amend- 
ment. I move to reduce the duty on painted | 
or printed iron wire cloth to 2 cents per square | 


oot. : 

Mr. PETERS. Well, do not debate it, and 
do not call for tellers. 

Mr. I will not argue it. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


The next paragraph was read as follows: 

On iron wire spiral furniture springs, 3 cents per , 
pound. i 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move to amend the 
paragraph just read hy striking out the word 
‘*wire’’ as being entirely unnecessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ALLISON. I move to farther amend | 
this paragraph by striking out ‘8 cents per | 
pound” and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘2 cents | 
per pound, and in addition thereto 15 per cent. 
ad valorem.” That will make the duty on this 
article correspond with the daty imposed 
the existing law. Iam told that the object of , 
the change proposed in this bill is to make the 
duty specific. That is all the defense I have | 
heard for the proposed change. I believe itia 
claimed that there is no increase of duty, Now, | 
that argument might have more force with me | 
if the same course was generally adopted in 
this bill. Bat I find that the Committee of Ways | 
and Means in several instances have adhered ` 
to the ad valorem duty, as in one of the para- 
graphs which we have considered to-night, the 
paragraph relating to iron wire, where they | 
propose a duty of so much per pound ‘‘and 16 | 


ok. 


er cent. ad valorem.’ I think, therefore, we | 


ad better leave the duty on these spiral springs ` 
where it is under the existing law, at 2 cents ; 
per pound and 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The existing duty is 65 
per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well. 
can ascertain from the table of prices before | 
me, a duty of 3 cents per pound would be an | 
increase over the present rate of duty. | 

Mr. SCHENC The fight which the gen- | 


‘ 


As near as I 


i Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. 


tleman from Iowa [ Mr. ALLISON] is now making 
is to increase the duty upon this article exactly 
one tenth of 1 cent per pound. The present 
duty is 24 cents per pound and 15 per cent. ad 
valorem. The l'reasury returns show that the 
average invoice price of this article is 4 cents 
per pound, of which 15 per cent. would be six 
tenths of 1 cent; which, added to 2} cents, 
would make 8, cents. 
Ways and Means propose a specific duty of 8 
cents perpound. Therefore, if the amendment 
of the gentleman from lowa should prevail, it. 
. would increase the proposes duty just one 
tenth of a cent per pound. 
Now, the object of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was neither to raise the duty nor to- 
lower it materially, but to take away all ques- 
tion about the ad valorem rate of duty, and in 

. this, as in most other cases, as far as possible 
reduce the duty to a apeaific duty, although it 

: haa not seemed best to do so in all cases. In 
this case, while making the duty a specific duty, 
we have man lowered it one tenth of 1 cent 
per pound. l did not know until examining 
the subject now that we had done that much. 


. But if the gentleman succeeds in restoring the 


- | old duty he will get that- much duty back again; 


that is the whole of it. It istrue that we have 
. notin all cases reduced ad valorem duties to 
specific duties; but we have sought to do it 
in & great many instances, and I wish we could 


have done it in more. 


bill, ; 
|! Mr, HOOPER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
| gentleman permit me: to- interrupt him a 
| moment? i aita Oe 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts.: I -waat to 
show the gentleman the.immense 
of his ameadment. . i : 
Mr. ALLISON. [understand all about that: 


was imported during last year of this article the 
invoice value of $483, the duty upon which 


‘| amounted to the enormous sum of $813. .- i 
Mr. ALLISON. I am very much aa x 
r. 


, to the gentleman from Massachusetts [ 
Hoopsa] for calling my attention to that point. 
It only shows that this datyof 67} per cent. is 
so prohibitive that this article cannot:be im: 
rted at all. Every-one. knows that in every: 
ousehold in:this land these spiral springs for 
farniture are used; and with the protection: 
afforded by this duty of 67} per cent. ad valo- 


by. || rem, the manufacturers of this country are en- 


abled.to produce all the springs used, except 
| about four hundred dollars’ worth imported. 
Mr. McCOKMICK, of Missouri. I move, 


in this country. - be oot 

Mr. KELLEY. There is no such duty as 
the gentleman has just named. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. Three cents 
per pound will amount to a little more than 
$67 per ton. 
levied upon this commodity, which enters into 
the structure of a great deal of the furniture 
and bedding of the country. It is too much, 


‘and should be reduced to certainly not more 


i than 2 cents per.pound. ; 
Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Chairman, I have been 
| willing to vote for a tariff such as I thought 

necessary to raise revenue to carry on the 
| Government; but this measure has assumed a 
shape which to me is offensive, and I-believe 


per ton on spiral springs is simply enormous. | 
i It affects the whole manufacture of furniture `: 


That is the amount of the tariff | 


it to be offensive to the people of the country. | 


The Committee of : 


importance - 


| 


; :, lain upon. 
Mr. ALLISON. I find that the existing ` 
As |: out the paragraph. I do not make this motion 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts.. There ' cents per pound a 


3 
| 
i 
| 
| 


{ 


It does seem to me that the tariff men in thig 
House have not acted with reference to reve. 
nue at all, but with a paramount view to devis- 
ing a daty upon iron and manufactures of iron 
which shall be practically prohibitory, thug 
defeating the very object for which, as I un. 


i| derstand, a revision of the tariff should now 


be undertaken. I am therefore opposed to 
this enormous taxation in the shape of duty 


on iron. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I mustrise to a point of 
order. The gentleman is not discussing the 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must 
confine his remarks to the pending amendment. 

Mr. ROGERS. I propose to do s0; but I 
have been making a little circumlocutory turn 
in order to get attheamendment. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. NEGLEY. I hope there will be no 
objection to the gentleman marching and 
countermarching as much as he pleases. 

Mr. ROGERS. I say that the tax upon 
these spiral springs is too much; but it is in 
keeping with the whole bill. The duties are 
all too high.: On this article in particular the 
duty is too high. As has been stated by the 
gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. ALLISON, } this ar- 
ticle is one of general use; it enters into almost 
every household in the country, or if it doeg 
not it ought to, for the beds in which these 
springs are used are the best beds I have ever 
f{ Laughter. } 

‘Mr. LOGAN. {Í moveto amend by striking 


for the purpose of detaining the committee at 
this late hour, for I know that I can give no 
information; but I do it for the purpose of 
yielding to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Ketter] that he may explain to the 
committee how much labor there is connected 
with spiral springs. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I rise to oppose the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois. 
` Mr. LOGAN. I yielded my time to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. 

The CHAIRMAN. He did not avail him- 
self of it. i 
‘ Mr. BURCHARD. I wish simply to cor: 
rect an error whieh has beeh made as to the 
present rate of duty on this article, which, as 
was stated by the gentleman from Iowa, is 2 
d 15. per cent. ad valorem.’ 
Gentlemen will see this by looking at the law.: 
I presume the chairnran of the Committee of- 

ays and Means misread the figures. The’ 
proposition of the gentleman from Iowa would 


' leave the present law exactly as it is; and the’ 


duty now is 67 per cent. ‘It seems to me that’ 
is high enough. >- ' 
- The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. - Sete © oe a: 

Mr. BROOKS, ‘of New York.: I move to 
strike out “ad valorem.” F want to state, in’ 
order to make it a matter of record, that the 


| existing duty is practically prohibitory. The 


importations of this ‘article in 1869, ag'stated 


, by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr, 
i; Hooper, ] yielded only $318, while in 1868 the 
pro forma, to amend by striking outthe words `' 
“ad valorem.’ The tariff of $67 and upward |: 


amount was $758 65, showing a decrease from 
year to year of the revenue from this source. 
Farther on in this bill it is proposed to make 
an enormous: increase of the duty on hair 
cloth, which covers these spiral springs and 
makes furniture: Years ago we were large 
exporters of furniture made in Boston, New 
York, and elsewhere, which was shipped to 
Central and South America, the West Indies, 
and other foreign countries, including even 
China; but by the duty ọn spiral springs, the 
the duty on hair cloth, the duty on timber, and 
a variety of other duties, this great and im- 
portant trade has been nearly lost to us. 

Mr. SCHENCK. One would imagine there 
was a conspiracy to disturb the domestic peace 
of some gentlemen by levying a tariff on these. 
spiral springs for beds. I do not care whether’ 
it is 8 cents or 2} cents; but I think we are 
oceupying too much time on it. I believe the 
Committee of Ways and Means is about right. 


1870. 


tlemen think otherwise let them lower the 
duty. Gentlemen propose to restore it to what 
itis now; that is, toa mixed & 
ralorem duty. Th t € 
have already settled that question by refusing 
to strike out the paragraph and to leave the 
duty as it is. The gentleman’s amendment 


If gen 


only repeats the same proposition to restore 
the duty. 5 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I withdraw 


my amendment. 

The question then recurred on the first 
branch of Mr. ALLISONS’S amendment. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 80, noes 57; no quorum voting, 
Mr. HOLMAN. I do not insist on a farther 
count if the question can be n on the entire 
proposition of the gentlemen from Iowa, (Mr. 
Autisox. | i f 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will 
be considered as rejected, and the question will 
be now taken on the entire proposition of the 
gentleman from lowa. 

The committee divided; and there were— 


ayes 36, noes 58. 
Nafurther count being demanded the amend- 
ment was rejected. f 
The Clerk read as follows: 
On all insulated telegraphic or electric wires 
er cables for submarine purposes, 40 per cent. ad 


rem, 
_Mr. BENJ AMIN moved that the committee 


e. i 
The motion was agreed to 
The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. 

ScorwLDd having taken the chair as Speaker pro 

tempore, Mr. WHEELER reported that the Com- 

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
according to the order of the House, had had 
under consideration the state of. the Union 
generally, and particularly the bill (H. R~ No. 

1068) to amend existing. laws relating to the 

duty on imports, and for other purposes, and 

had come to no resolution thereon. - 

- And then, on motion of Mr. SCHENCK, (at 

ten o'clock and ten minutes, p. m.,) the House 

adjourned. ` 


PETITIONS, ETC.. ow 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the ‘appropriate 
committees : 4 a 
By Me. AMES: A petition of citizens of 
Attleborough, Massachusetts, for a pension to 
Mr. Vernal Stanley. 
By Mr. ARCHER: The 
P. Lawbdin, praying for relief. 
By Mr. CHURCHILL: The peti 


O. Titos and 81 others, citizens of Fulton, ` 


i York, againet the passage.of the funding 
ahi. an p : i 


_ By Mr. FERRISS: Seven petitions of cit- 
izens of the district of Champlain and others 
interested in the commerce of Lake Cham- 
pis as importers, shippers; &c., praying such 
egislation as will allow vessels entering’ and 


leaving Lake Champlain by the Richelieu river . 


to enter, clear, and pay duties at the port of 
Rouse’s point. 
By Mr. INGERSO 
coal dealers of Washington, District of Colum- 
bia, asking for the appointment of an inspector 
and weigher of coal, &c. f j 
By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of An- 
drew Anderson, of Knoxville, Tennessee, a 
loyal citizen, whose dwelling was burned by. 
military orders from the general in command 
of the United States troops, and as a military 
necessity, praying compensation for the same. 
By Mr. ERS: The petition and letter of 
Christian Pore, of Philadelphia, a soldier of 
the war of 1812, stating that seventy-one mem- 
bers of the Pennsylvania Association of the 
Soldiers of the War of 1812 had died in the 
past year, and urging Congress to do justice to 
the sarvivors of this war and their families, by 
granting pensions to them. 
By Mr. ORTH: Resolutions of a meeting 


itic and ad: 
e Sais oF the Whole 


tition of Robert | 


tion of C. 


LL: A memorial of the | 


of citizens in New York, in’ reference to the 
' Chinese indemnity fund. ` 
By Mr. PORTER: The petition of George 
K. Taylor, of Hanover‘county, Virginin, pray- 
ing the removal of legal and political disabili- 
ties under the fourteenth article of amendments 
to the Constitution. 
By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Lewis 
D. Campbell and others, of Butler coun ys 
Ohio, asking Congress to authorize George H. 
Dick to import free of duty one of Thompson’s 
patent nad steamers. 
- Also, a remonetrance of certain importers 
and growers of seeds, plants, and trees, agains} 
free importation of auch articles by private 
individuals, B o ee: 
~ Also, the petition of Marahall Brown, of the 
District of Columbia, praying Congress for 
compensation for grain, grass, and fences taken 
and used by United States troops in 1865. _ . 
By Mr. SWANN.: The memorial of Mrs. M. 
S. Morse, administratrix and widow of Hon. 
J. E. Morge, claiming a ce due him as a 
commissioner to New Granada. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| . SATURDAY, April 80, 1870. 
|| ‘The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
! by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. : 
| The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. a 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


| A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Gorwam, its Seoretary, notifying the House 
that that body had passed bills of the following 
titles, in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested : . 
An act (S. No. 537) for the relief of James 
H. Bunce; 


Anact (S. No. 632) to amend an act entitled | 
peorigions of the | 


t An act to carry into effect 
treaties between the United States, China, 
Japan, Siam, Persia, and other countries, giv- 
_ ing ceftain judicial powers to ministers and 
consuls and other functionaries of the United 
: States in those countries, and for other pur- 
; poses,’ approved June 22, 1860; ar 
An act (S. No. 781) to provide for a build- 
ing suited to the use of the post office, theland 
and revenue officers, and the judicial officers 
of the United States in the city of Montgomery, 
Alabama; - ge Tae ay 
An act (S. No, 754) to incorporate a Zalo- 
ical Society in the city of Washington, Dis- 
rict of Columbia; i ; 
An act (S. No, 758) granting a pension to 
‘ John C. Abercrombie ; = 
` An act (S. No. 762) for the relief of Joseph 
Ormsby; 
Aua 
sion to Rosina Lenzinger ; 
An act (S. No. 778) granti 
Mary Hodgson; . 
_ An act (5. No 
Eliza Whiting; and Sis 
An act (S, No. 780) granting arrears-of pen- 
sion to Michael McGinniss. © l 
The message further announced that it had 
sed a bill and a joint resolution of the fol- 
lowing titles, without amendment: > ©” 
An act (H. R. No. 1635) to authorize the 
corporate authority of the city of Georgetown, 
in the District of Columbia, to pave and im- 
prove the streets thereof; and 
, A joint resolution (H. R. No. 271) making 
an appropriation for the purpose of making 
| experiments in the ventilation of the Halls of 
' the Capitol. . ane ME CRR ii 
f . - ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
| Mr. ALLI 
$ 


ng & pension to 


' of business. 


gentleman to yield to me fora personal explan- 

ation. ; 

- Mr. ALLISON. I decline to yield for any 
|: purpose whatever. 


TEE CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 
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- The SPEAKER. The regulat order of busi- 
ness is the call of committees for reports ofa 
private nature.’ me Ee es 
| Mr. ROOTS. T move that the Houso dò 
: now adjourn, with the view of yielding to the 
i penilompi from Vetmont, [Mr. Porann,] who 
desires to- go to business: on the Speaker's 


table. Then’! - 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has no 
ph to move an adjournment for the purpose 
‘of yielding to anybody. ne 
i ADJOURNMENT OVER, | 


Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a-privileged ques: 
‘tion, Atter consultation with the officers of 
! the House, I desire naw to move, in accord- 
| ance with the notice which ‘I gave the other 
day as to the periodical house-cleaning: here, 
the taking up of carpets, ‘putting down the 
| matting, &c., that, to allow time for that pur- 
i pose, when the House adjourns on Thursday 
' next it be to meeton the Monday following. 
Mr, GARFIELD, of Ohio. 1.-ahould like to 
make a suggestion to my colleague. ‘The tak: 
ing up ofthe carpets and cleaning of the Hall 
i and lobbies nlways takes more than two days; 
! and though we cannot adjourn over longer than 
i till Monday, 1 guggest that the understanding 
be among ourselves, that we will not have any 
business on Monday, a0 as to-allow the work 
to be finished thoroughly and completely. We 


t 


: |) have suggested ? 
SON. I demand the regular order | 


Mr. JONES, of North Carolina. I ask the | 


might have that understanding although the 
adjournment was formally till Monday.: - 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman trom Qhio, 
[Mr. ScuENcK] moves: that when the House 
adjourns on Thursday it be. to meet on the 
Monday following. ‘That is within the prov: 
ince of a majority of the House to determine. 
The gentleman’s colleague (Mr. GARFIELD] 
desires that it be understood that no business 
shall be done.onthat Monday. That requires 
unanimous consent. = a 
Mr. BUFFINTON. _I object to that, 
` Mr. VAN TRUMP. Will the gentleman from 
Obio [Mr. ScueENcE] agree to an amendment 
to have the adjournment from Friday until the 
` following Tuesday? This arrangement I think 
would better suit the convenience.of members 
than that whieh he proposes. =.) i: 
_ Mr. SCHENCK. I have endeavored to in- 
form myself by inquiry alt around the Hall as 
| to views of members. - I was inclined myself. 
| to prefer the arrangement proposed by my col; 
|: league, (Mr. Van. Trump, } but most gentlemen 
| with whom I have conversed prefer that the 
' adjournment should be from Thursday till Man- 
, day.. L-believe, however, it is -little doubtful 


| 


ii whether we will have a quorum on „Monday or 


not. f . ay 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I.am informed by; the 
Doorkeeper that, unless a longer time is given 
he will have to work his men here on the Sab- 


et (S. No. 777) granting arrears of pen: |! bath 


| The SPEAKER. Gentlemen areaware that 
|i under the Constitution it is impossible for the 


Ph sass É - | House to adjourn longer than three days. 
. 179) granting a pension to ; 


| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio... I wove that 
|! when the House adjourns on Thursday next it 
' be to meet on the Monday following at seven 
. o'clock in the afternoon. ann nace’ 
| o. The SPEAKER,. The Chair cannot enter: 
|i tain that motion. It would suspend thestand- 
|, ingrole of the House, which requires the House 
i! to meet daily at twelve o’clock m. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 1 think that what shall be 
done on Monday had better be left. to those 
| who are ‘here on that day. We can only do 
| what the Constitution permits—adjourn over 
‘three days. ` ib oe 

| Mr. VAN TRUMP, I would inquire of 
‘the Chair if I can make the motion which I 


{ 
i 
| 


The SPEAKER. | The resolution of the gen- 
_tleman from Ohio [Mr. Vax Tromp] can only 
be reached by voting down thatof his colleagues 
(Mr. 8cuencx.] It cannot be received as à 
: substitate of amendment. ` If the proposition 
‘of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means is voted down, the Chair would then 
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submit the proposition of his colleague, [Mr. 
Van Trump. : 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I did not understand that 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means objected to the proposition of his col- 
league, [Mr. Van Trump. ] 
' The SPEAKER. Nor did.the Chair so un- 
derstand. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG rose. —. 
The SPEAKER. The motion isnot debat- 


able. . Aaa cnt = a 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. With the consent | 


of the House I desire to ask a question of the 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
whether he considers it absolutely necessary , 


that this recess should be taken at all; whether | 
we cannot work right along until the final ad: | 


journment?. : 

Mr. ROOTS. J am willing for that. I hopé 
the motion of the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means wilt be voted down. - : 

Mr. PAINE. I would ask the chairman of 


the Committee of Ways and Means how long ! 


he supposes the session will last? [Laughter. 
Mr. ALLISON. I ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means whether he 
will not consent to modify his motion so as to 
have the adjournment from Friday till Tuesday? 


The SPEAKER. It is competent for the || 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | ing Office. 


so to modify his motion if he thinks proper. 
Mr. SCHENCK. My only object: in this 
matter is to accommodate the House. “I desire 


to answera question put to me by the gentleman . 


from Missouri [Mr. FINKELNBURG] as to the i 


necessity atall for this motion: This has always 
been done during the long session running into 
the hot weather. 


he will find that it is absolutely essential to 
health and cleanliness that at sometime; usually 
early in May, we shall have the House cleaned, 
the carpets which have been for winter use 
taken up, and matting laid down, &c. I must, 


therefore, persist in the motion to adjourn over | 


three days. I would myself individually pre- 
fer to adjourn over from Friday till ‘Tuesday. 
A great number of members have, however, 


remonstrated with me and said they preferred | 


to adjourn from Thursday till Monday. Isug- 
gest that a vote be first taken’on my motion to 
adjourn from Thursday till Monday, with the 
understanding that if that fails a motion will 
be made to adjourn from Friday till Tuesday. 

The question was taken on Mr. SCHENCK’ S 


motion ; and it was agreed to—asyes 85, noes 32. | 
So it was ordered that when the House ad- | 


journs on Thursday next it adjourn to meet on 
the following Monday. E 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the motion was agreed to; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed’ to. 


TRIBUTES TO. ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


Mr. LAFLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported back, with an amendment, a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 77) authorizing the dis- 
tribution of the copies remaining in the De- 

rtment of State of the Tributes. of the 

ations to Abraham Lincoln. os 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Is that a privileged re- 
port? Itdoes not relate to printing, but to the 
distribution of donations to members. Is the 
committee authorized to reportat any time any- 
thing except bills and resolutions for printing ? 

The SPEAKER. -This resolution was re- 
ferred to the committee, and the rule states 
that the Committee on Printing is authorized 
to report at any-time. It is for the House to 
say what they will do with the report, but the 
Chair is unable under the rules to prescrib 
what they shall report.. . à. r: 

The joint resolution provides that the copies 
of the Tributes of the Nations to Abraham 
Lincoln remaining in the.Department of State 
shall be distributed as follows, to wit: one copy 
to each Senator and member of the House.of 


And when the gentleman | 
has had experience of one of these long sessions | 


| exception of somewhere about thirty-five, 


` i| by which the bill. was passed ; and also moved | 
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Representatives of usta ok iar Congress 
who has not already received a copy, and the 
remainder to be distributed by the Secretary 
of State to the public. libraries in the United 
States, and to such persons as in the judgment 
of the Secretary it shall seem proper. .. 

The amendment reported from the Commit- 
tee on Printing was to strike out all after the 
words ‘to wit” and insert in lieu thereof the 


following:. .. iS sh", eB, Pee 
Three copies.to each Senator and member of the 
House of Representatives of the Forty-First Con- 


gress, and the remainder to be distributed by the 
Secretary of State to such persona as he shall indi- : 
cate, the Secretary of State having the authority to -: 
have refinished at the Government Printing Office : 
such copies as may need the same. a 14 
Mr. LAFLIN. This resolution demands but 
a mhoment’s explanation. There are in the 
possession of the Secretary of State, and have 
been for some time. a number of copies of | 


‘ the Tributes of the Nations to Abraham Lin- 


coln, somewhere about a thousand, ‘and this | 
resolution provides that all of them, with the 


shall be distributed proportionately between 
Senators and members, giving three to each. 


A portion of those books have beenhadly dam- ' ` 
: read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


aged by improper storage, and this resolution 
provides that the Secretary of State may have 
such books refinished at the Government Print- | 
I now move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- `| 
tion thereof the amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution, as amended, was or- | 
dered to a third reading; and it was accord- i 
ingly read the third time, and passed." - 

Mr: LAFLIN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to’ reconsider be 
laid on the table. °° 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


A. F. WMILUAN. 


Mr., ALLISON. I demand the regular 
order of business. Be se wll 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour com- | 
mences at twenty five: minutes to one o'clock, | 
the call of committees for. reports of a private | 
nature being in order, and the House resumes | 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1831) : 
for the relief of A. F. McMillan, reported yes- 
terday from the Committee on Military Affairs | 
by ne gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Pack: | 
ARD. 

The bill, was read. It directs the Paymas.- 
ter General of the Army to pay to A. F. Me- | 
Millan, late captain company F, first United .| 
States colored artillery, heavy, out of any 
money appropriated for the pay of the Army, | 
three months’ pay proper of acaptain of heavy | 
artillery. i 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time’; and being engrossed, it was | 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. PACKARD moved to reconsider the vote 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. | SE A ' 
The latter motion was agreed to. `’ 
oi. irt. SOHN GRIFFIN. aa 
: Mr. PACKARD, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back the petition of 
John Griffin, of Milford, Massachusetts, for 
special relief, and moved. that the committee | 
be discharged from its further consideration 
and that the same be laid on the.table. -` 
The motion was agreed to; and itwas ordered | 


, that the motion 


| does not 


| be engrossed and read a third time. 


accordingly.. 
x ' PETER M. JONTE. . | 
Mr. PACKARD, from the same committee, _ 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1901) for the relief 
of Peter M. Jonte; which was. read a first an 
second time. ot EN u Tail 
. The question was upon ordering the bill to © 
be. engrossed and.read a third time, . 
The bill, which was read, directs the proper =: 
accounting officers of.the Treasury to pay Peter `; 
M. Jonte, late second lieutenant of company i 


E, one hundred. and seventeenth regiment 
United. States colored troops, at the rate of the 
regular pay and allowances of officers of that 
rank in the Army from June 9, 1865, to July 
22, 1865, inclusive. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it wag 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PACKARD moved to reconsider the vote 


I| hy which the bill was passed ; and also moved 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


‘ table. 


The latter metion was agreed to. 
FRANCIS A. CONWELL. 


Mr. PACKARD, from the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1902) for the relief 
of Francis A. Conwell; which was read a first 
and seeond time. j 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. . 

- The bitt, which was read, directs the Secre- 


tary of War to cause to be paid to F. E. Con- 
. well the full pay and emoluments of chaplain 


of thè first regiment of Minnesota volunteers 


: from May 6, 1864, to July 27, 1865. 


The bill was’ ordered to be engrossed and 


Mr. PACKARD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
n to reconsider be laid on the 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOHN POWERS. 


Mr. PACKARD. I have a resolution here 
which I would like to have adopted, though it 
come from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. a a 

The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous 
consent. : , i 

No objection was made; and the following 
resolution was received and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
be instructed to anquire into the propriety of grant- 
ing a pension to John Powers, of Fulton county, 
Indiana, a soldier of the war of 1812. yr 


ANN MCCARTHY. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill (H. 
Re No.:1908).-to authorize the: payment of 
bounty to Ann McCarthy; which was read a 
first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the 


bill to 


The bill, which was read, directs the Second 
Auditor of the Treasury to issue a certificate 
for a bounty of $100, payable to Ann McCar- 
thy, of: Boston, Massachusetts, in lieu of Treas- 
ury certificate No. 309159, payable to Jobn 
McCarthy, father of said Ann McCarthy; upou 
the surrender of said Treasury certificate. ~ 

The: bill was ordered to be engrossed: and 


| read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to recon: 
sider. the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved thatthe motion’ to reconsider 
be laid-‘on.the tables. . TA 
The latter motion was agreed tos = 
` JAMES O. STRONG. 
‘Mr. CQBB, of Wisconsin, also reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs a bill 
(H. R. No. 1904) for the relief of James C. 


| Strong; which wasread a first and second time. 


The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. .. ; > 
... The bill, which was read, authorizes the Sec- 
retary of War to recognize James C. Strong 


as colonel of the thirty-eighth consolidated 
`: regiment of New York volunteers, from Novem: 
. ber 16, 1862, to June 22, 1863, and directs the 
i! Paymaster General to pay to said James C. 


Strong the full pay and allowances of colonel 
for said period. .. = kari zat 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. and 


' read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


accordingly read.the third time, and, passed, 


1870. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the „bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. | 

The latter motion was agreed to. i 

HOWELL If, TRASK. i: 


` Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, from the same 
Raye reported a bill (H. R. No. 1905) | 
for the relief of Howell H. Trask; which was | 
read a first and second time. 

‘The question was upon ordering the 
be engrossed and read a third time. | 

The bill, which was read, directs the Par: ji 
master General of the Army to pay Howell H. | 
Trask, late lieutenant in thirteenth regiment | 
of Michigan infantry, out of any money appro- |i 
priated for the pay of the Army, the sum of 

585 6l. . | 
Sir. HOLMAN. I ask that the report be 'i 
read. i 

The report was read. It states that Howell | 
H. Trask was second lieutenant of the thir- 
teenth regiment of Michigan infantry, and was 
honorably mustered out May 25, 1865, and after 
his discharge authorized Wolff & Hunt, attor- ; 
neys, Washington city, to collect the back pay | 
due him. The attorneys received a check on |, 
the Merchants’ National Bank of Washing || 
ton, and upon presenting it for payment they | 
were given by the cashier of said bank a draft | 
on the Ocean National Bank of New York, 
which draft they forwarded to said Trask, who 
then resided in the State of Michigan; that | 
Trask sold the draft to a mercantile firm who | 
sent it to New York for collection ; that in the | 
mean time the Merchants’ National Bank of ' 
Washington failed, and the draft was returned 
protested, Trask being obliged to return to 
the merchants the money he had received for 
it. The committee are of opinion that while 
the Government is not legally responsible to 
the amount thus lost, it ought in justice to make 
it good to the soldier, inasmuch as the loss was 
occasioned by the vicious system of permitting 
paymasters to draw large amounts from the 
Treasury and deposit the same in banks. Had 
the funds been kept in the Treasury instead 
of deposited with that irresponsible and dis- 
honest banking institution no loss: would have 
occurred. The committee believe the Govern: | 
ment should be held responsible for the results | 
of that vicious system, and that the soldier: | 
ought not to suffer. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin whether the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs have considered the | 
propriety of reporting a general bill covering I 
all cases like this? There are nota large num- | 
ber, bat still a good many similar cases within 'l 
my knowledge, arising in different parts of the j! 
country, and particularly in this city. It will į 
be remembered that two or three years ago a - 
bank in this city, called, I believe, the Mer- . 
chants’ National Bank, failed. One of our 
paymasters charged with the duty of paying to 
a certain class of soldiers their arrears of pay 
and bounty had a deposit in the bank, and at 
the time of its failure his checks were in many .. 
instances outstanding. Consequently some : 
$8,000 in the aggregate, in cases that have ' 
cometomy knowledge, have been lost to various | 
soldiers who held checks of that sort. I sub- 
mit that Congress ought in honor to provide 
for the payment of all such claims if it author- : 
izes the payment of any; and I am prepared . 
to vote for a general bill for this purpose. 
trust the Committee on Military Affairs will at © 
a proper time report such a measure. 

__Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. This case is one 
identical in character with those alluded to by 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Nipiack.] ` 
I will say io reply to his inquiry that this is © 
the only case of the kind, so far as I know, | 
that has come before the Committee on Mili- i 
tary Affairs; hence they have not considered i 
the propriety of a general bill. I think, how- |. 
ever, that any claim based on similar facts f 
would receive the favorable action of that com- || 


il 
i 


bill to | 


i 
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mittee, or I doubt not of any other appropriate 
committee to which it might be referred. ` 
Mr. NIBLACK. I have no disposition to 
oppose the passage of this particular bill; I 
think we ought to psy such claims as this; but 
I suggest to 
allowing this 


measure covering all sach cases. The number 


of these cases is not large, but they are.suffi-. 
| ciently numerous to demand the attention of 


the House. 


Ar. COBB, of Wisconsin. “Sufficient unto 


the day ia the evil thereof.’ The committee. 
‘| has received no official knowledge of any other, 


cases, and hencs I cannot accede to the sug- 


gestion of the gentleman from. Indiana thas, 


the bill be recommitted. . 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 


| and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
, be laid on the table. | 


The latter motion was agreed to. `` 
FIRST NEW YORK MOUNTED RIFLES. 
Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, also reported from 


the Committee on Military Affairs a bill (H: 


R. No. 1906) providing for the payment of 


veteran bounty to certain enlisted. men of the. 


first regiment of New York mounted rifles; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The bill directs the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury to pay to such enlisted. men of 
the first regiment of 
as reënlisted as veterans the bounty provided 
by law and 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
a point of order on this bill, which appropri- 


ates money out of the Treasury, I ask that the 


|| proper accounting 


report be read. .. i = 
The report was read. The committee state 


. o 


tbat in their. opinion 


unteers are equitably entitled to receive the 
bounty paid :to other veterans. For a state- 
ment of the facts of the:case they refer to a 


the gentleman the. propriety of : 
bill to be recommitted, with in» - 
structions to the committee to reporta general . 


ew York mounted rifles. 


id to other veteran volunteers... 
Reserving my right to raise. 


the. members of the | 
regiment who were reënlisted as veteran vol- | 


27, 1870, states that as the-soldiers referred to | 
were undoubtedly veterans, and were reën- | 


listed in the same manner as veteran volun- 
teers, though at a subsequent date, there bein, 


: at the time a misunderstanding of the law an 
‘ regulations on the subject, and as no prece- 


dent injurious to the United States would be 


| established by extending to their case the favor- 
' able action it appears to merit, no objection is 


perceived to the enactment of a special act for 
their relief. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


B. RAFF. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, from the same 
committee, also reported a bill (H. R. No. 


` 1907) for the relief of B. Raff; which was read 


a first and second time. 
The bill, which was read, directs that the 


I | Commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau re- 


turn to the Secretary of the Treasury Treas- 


_ ury certificate No. 411010, issued for the pay- 


ment of $300 bounty to John H. Henderson, a 
soldier of company E, twenty-third regiment 
of United States colored troops, which soldier 
died since his discharge, leaving no heirs, and 
on receipt of the same the Secretary of the 
Treasury is directed to pay said certificate in 
the following manner, namely, $60 50 to B. 
Raff, of Washington, District of Columbia, and 
the remainder thereof intothe Treasury of the 
United States. Sete 


Mr. HOLMAN. -I ask that the report be 


read. 
- Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. Thereisno written 
report in this case. ~ ; 

Mr. HOLMAN. What is the payment of 
this money for? 

Mr. COBB; of Wisconsin. The facts are 
about as follows: this colored soldier was mus- 
tered out, but there was nothing due him. He 
was i a destitute condition, without clothing 
and without any means to return to his home. 
Mr. Raff furnished him with the means of 
clothing himself and to return home. After his 
return he sickened and died. He left no heirs. 
The committee think thatthe money advanced 
by Mr. Raff should be pan out of the bounty- 
money due this colored soldier. Mr. Raff had 
no connection with soldiers’ discharges, &c., 
as a broker, and he should be reimbursed what 
he advanced. I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MRS. RUHANY BROWN. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, also, from the same 
committee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1908) 
for the relief of Mrs. Ruhany Brown; which 
was read a first and second time. 

_ The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Secretary of War shall be directed to place the 
name of Henry. Brown upon the rolls of com- 
pany H, tenth regiment of Tennessee cavalry, 
as having enlisted on the 1st day of September, 
1863, and as having died at Richmond on the 
31st day of January, 1864; and thereupon the 
officers of the Government 
shall pay to Mrs. Ruhany Brown, widow of said 
Henry Brown, the pay, bounty, and allow- 
ance for commutation of rations due him, and 
to which she would have been entitled had his 


letter of the Secretary of War accompanying „| name not been erroneously omitted from the 


the report. The letter, which is dated January | 


rolls of his company. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I call for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. Being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PAYMENT OF BOUNTIES. , 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, also, from the same 
committee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1909) 
to provide for payment of bounties to certain 
officers of volunteers; which was read a first 
and second time. : 
_ The bill, which was read, provides that each 
and every commissioned officer who entered 
the Army of the United States as an enlisted 
man after the 19th of April, 1861, for a period 
of not less than three years, and was promoted 
from a private or non commissioned officer to 
the rank of a commissioned officer, and was 
afterward, while holding the same rank to 
which he was promoted, honorably discharged 
on account of wounds received in the line of 
duty, and whose pay and allowances for thé 

eriod he served as a commissioned officer were 
ess than the amount he would have received 
as pay and bounty for the same period had he 
continued to serve as a private or non-com- 
missioned officer, shall be entitled to receive 
such sum as bounty as will, together with the 
amount he received as pay and allowances as 
a commissioned officer, equal the amount he 
would have received as pay and bounty had he 
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Gontinned' to detva as’ 
missioned officer as aforesaid. ou 
«Mr. COBB, of: Wieconsin. - T'méve' the pre- 
vious question. Se Mee a EEG CaS 

‘The previous question was seconfdd ahd the 
main question ordered. povat ot 


» The bill was ordered- to be engrossed and ii 


| 
t 
i 


read-a third time;: and being engrossed, it was. 
aero nel read the third time; and passed... 
+ Mr; 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be. laid on the table...) 00 co a7 pee 
. The latter motion wasiagreed to... . 


` EQUALIZING BOUNSIEs:.'' 


pede 


; Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, also, fromthésame 
(H, R, No. 1910) to‘! 
i 


committee, reported a. bill 


equalize the bounties of soldiers who served in. 


the late war; which was read a first and second ,, 


time, ordered to be printed, and reeommitted. 

Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider’ the 
vate by which the bill was recommitted;, and 
also moved that the motion to reconsidér be. 
laid-on the table. 0 o a 

The latter motion was agreed to.. O 
oy 7» OHARLES TRICKUER. n,o | 


4 


: Mr. 

reported back, with the recommendation that 
it do pass, the ibitl (H. R.: No, 1140)..for the 
relief of Charies..Trickler, .of the county of 
Adams, Ohio, 

réfunded to Charles Trickler, of the county óf” 
Adams, Ohio, out of any money in the Treas- 


ury of the United States not otherwise appro- || 


MORGAN, ‘from: the: game committee, i 


privatd. br'fibd-com- || of local-bounty paid: bubstitute ini fifty-firat: 
a j o e vee infantry; and 


ill (HR. No. 875) for the relief of John 


cLain. - : : . 
| Mr: STOUGHTON, from thé same commit- 


; BB, of Wisconsin, moved ‘to recon». | 
sider the vote. by: which the bill was. passed }..;, 


The bill was read;: ‘It directs that there be H 


priated, the sum of $300, the same having been | 


improperly paid, tò the United’ States by ‘the’ 
said Charles Trickler as commutation money 
on'the 17th day of June, 1864. paineen 
~ The bill was ordered to be 
read a third time 
acvordin if read the third time, and passed. 
. Mr. MO: GAN moved to reconsider the voté' 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved. 
niat the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table 0. ees oon: 
_ The latter motion, was agreed to., 
FORT SNELLING MILITARY RESERVATION, - 


a:Mr, MORGAN. also, from: the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with the recommenda- 
tion that itido.pess,:the joint resolution; (S. R. 


engrossed and 


No. 23) far setting apart a portion of the Fort | 


Snelling military reservation fora permaneat 
military: post, aad the settlement of all claims 
in relation thereto; © or oo Decr, u 
- The joint resolution was réad. . Itempowèrs 
the. Secretary of War to' select and set apart 
for a. permanent military post so much df the 
military reservation of Fort Snelling, not .less 
than one thousand acres; as: the public inter- 
ests may require far that, parpase, and to quiet 
the title to the’ reservation, and to settle all 
claims in ‘rélation thereto, and for thé'usé and 
occupation thereof, upon priticiples: of equity.’ 
: -The joint resolution was ordered to be read 
a third time. It was &ecordingly read the third 
time, and passed. ie a eres 
Mr. MORGAN ‘moved to reconaider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that thé motion, to reconsider be 
laid on the table. © ~- a? eas 
The latter motion was agreed to. © 
n ADVERSE: BEPORTȘ. | ee 
Mr. MORGAN also; from the samé commit- 
tee; reported adversely on: the following peti 
tions and bills; and the: same were severally 


laid on the table: © :: t: we 
. Claim of Charles Hudson, of Grant county; 
Wisconsin, for pay for military services; `: 
Petition of Charles H. Sylvester, of North 


forthe rèlief Jacob F. 


Pownal, Maine; : 
2-Bil (H. R. No. 615) 
Contryman; 0 o oe : 
“Petition of E. M. Dudley, for relief; 

“Petition of A. P. Seeley; for relief; -= © ~ 
~ ‘Betition of Henty J. Stockstilt, for refunding 


; and being engrossed, it was. . 


| tee, reported adversely on the following bitls.| 
and the same were severally laid: 
: ott the table: f ; l Ki 
" Memorial of W. J. Keays, for arrears of pay’ 


and petitions; 


7 


as an officer of the United States Army; ‘` 
Bill (H.:R. No. 89) for the relief 
Lucien J. Barnes ; oF : 
‘Petition of Mrs. Blizabeth Umplirey, widow 


of Jéseph Umphrey, deceased, private com>’. 


pany F, third Tennessee volunteers; and 
Petition of B. P. McDaniel, for payment of 
money ‘expended in defending 
tried by court-martial. - 

GN “MILITARY ROAD. | 


“Mr. STOUGHTON also, from the. same. 


committee, reported back, with a recommend- 


ation that it.do pasa, the bill (H. R. No. 486) | 
to,extend, the time. for. the completion of the. 
'|| military road from Fort Wilkins, at. Copper | 
“|, Harbor, in the State of Michigan, to Fort 


ow- 
ard, at Green Bay, in the State of Wisconsin. 


The bill was read. It provides that the time | 


for the constraction and completion of the mil- 
itary road from Fort Wilkins, at Copper Har- 
bor, in the State of Michigan, to Fort Howard, 
at Green Bay, in the State of Wisconsin, be 
extended until the Ist day of January, 1872. 
It further provides that all the ‘grants, rights, 
gnd privileges contained in the original grant 
be'cotitinued in fall force and virtue for said 


time, ys À 
Thé bill was ‘ordered to be engrossed: and 


i read a third'time; and being engrossed, it was 
| accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. STOUGHTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also’ 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laidon 
the table. = ~ : KARE i 
"The latter motion wag agreed to. 
os oo , ADVERSE REPORTS. | 

Mr. STOU 
tee, made adverse reparts on the petitions of 


Jacob.Sandergon and Henry Erret; which were | 


on thé table.» 
zt |. MILITARY Roan. 
. Mr.. HOLMAN, . I rise,to a privileged mo- 


severally laid. 


tion, , L,move to recgnsider the vote by which | 
| House bill Na. 486,.in relation to a military | 


road, was passed.. . oe 
The SPEAKER. A motion to reconsider the 


| vote by which that bill was passed. has: been |; 


laid on the table. . 


_ Mr, HOLMAN. No one.supposed that on | 
the call for private bills the committee .was | 


reporting bills to extend land grants. . 
, The SPEAKER, The Journal clerk informs 
the Chair that the record shows that a motion 
ta reconsider the vote. by which the bill was 
passed . was, laid on the table. It is usual, 
as the gentleman is, aware, when private bills 
are reported on which no discussion arises 
to run them through all.the stages until the 
action to reconsider is laid on the table. 

Mr. HOLM 
does not extend the land grant. - 
Mr. STOUGHTON. It merely extends the 
time for the cémpletion of the rdad. ` 

Mr. HOLMA Then: it prevents the for- 
feiture df the grant: I trust the. motion to 
reeonsider will ‘be allowed to be entered. 


Pat 


“The SPEAKER. It is notin the power of | 


the Chair to entertain the metion. If the gen- 


tleman from Michigan { Mr. Sroucwron } is will: | 


itig that it shall be-entertained on the ground 


that the bill was not fully understood by the | 


House it may be done. 

© Mre HOLMAN: I hope the gentleman will 
allow the motion to be entertained. 

- The SPEAKER. The’ gentleman is very 
well aware that when a bill is reported. which 
gives: rise to no controversy it passes through 
the several motions until it is passed and the 


of Major: 


himself when 


GHTQN)from the sane commit- i 


AN. I understand that the bill ` 


motion to reconsider laid on the table. The 
Journal clerk informs the Chair that that has 
been done in every case this morning. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This bill is really a public 
bill, and not a private bill. 

The SPEAKER. It is quite too late to raise 
that point of order now. 

' Mr. HOLMAN. When a gentleman is mak. 
ibg reports of a private nature members take it 
for granted that he will not reporta public bill. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The bill was read in the 
hearing of the House. It was not for the 
Chair to make objection unless a point of order 
was raised. Is the gentleman from Michigan 
{Mr. Sroventoy] willing thatthe matter shall 
be reopened? ` f n 

` Mr. STOUGHTON. I am not willing to 
yield further. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It has been the uniform 
practice when a gentleman desires to report a 
public bill on private-bill day for him to say 
: s0 to the House. 

‘Mr. RANDALL. I think it was due to the 
Bouse that the gentleman should have stated 
|. that it was a public bill. 
| ‘The SPEAKER. Thatis a question of pro- 
|| priety for the gentleman from Michigan, and 

not for the Chair to role upon. The bill was 
| read in the hearing of the House; and if gen- 
' tlemen do not give attention to what is read 

it is not for the Chair to reverse the action of 

the House or alter the Journal. * 

Mr: HOLMAN. Then the Chair holds that 
the motion to reconsider cannot be made ? 

‘The SPEAKER. A motion to reconsider 
- was ‘made and laid on the table. ` The Chair 

has no more power over the bill now than any 

member on the floor. >` - 

' Mr. HOLMAN. I should ‘suppose the 
ʻi gentleman himself would see the propriety of 

allowing the motion to be entertained, as he 
| did not state the fact that it was a public bill. 

i The SPEAKER. That {3 a question for 
. the gentleman having'charge of the bill, and 
i; hot for the Chair. : 2 
ii _ WILLIAM P, EMEREY. | 
| „Mr, STOUGHTON, from the Committee 
| on' Military Affairs, reported back, with the. 
i| recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H.. 
IR. No. 1218) for the relief of William P, 
Emerey, late captain fifty-eighth United States 
|; colored infantry. ow f f 

The question was on ordering the bill tọ be 
engrossed and read a third time» . . 

‘he bill wag read. It directs the Secretary 
' of the Treasury to allow to Captain William 
| P. Emerey, late of the fifty-eighth United States 
colored infantry, the full pay and allowances 
of a captain of infantry from March 1, 1865, 
: to September 12, 1865, in full payment of pay 
and allowances for the gaid time. hae 
. The bill wag ordered. to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
. accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
; Mr, STOUGHTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by-which the bill was passed ; and also 
moved that the motion ta reconsider be laid 
on the table. | ; = 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Z GEORGE W. STEELE. 
` Mr. STOUGHTON algo, from the same com: 
: mittee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1911) for 
' the relief of George W. Steele, late first lieu- 
tenant second New York veteran cavalry; which 
was read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, direets the Pay- 
master General of the Army to pay, out of any 
money appropriated for the pay of the Army, 

to. George. W. Steele, fate first lieutenant in 
| second regiment New York veteran cavalry, 
the pay and allowances of first lieutenant of 
cavalry for such period as he shall make satis- 
factory proof that: he actually served in the 
capacity of first lieutenant under proper orders 
and assignment, for which service he received 
no pay. 


\ 
hi 


Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the report be 
ree report was read. Tt states that on or | 
about the Sist July, 1864, this officer was cap- 
tured by the enemy and was dismissed from the 
service: that npon a statement of his case after 
hisexchange the order of dismissal was revoked 
and he was discharged ; that an application was 
wade to restore him to his command, and that 
General Canby, in the expectation that the 
application would be granted, assigned him to 
duty, and the officer actually performed duty 
from February 26, 1865, to November 8, 1865, 
during which period he participated in several 
engagements. The committee believe he ought 


to be paid for the time he was actually on active 
ty. 
wie bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, ìt was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
Me. STOUGHTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHARGES OF DESERTION. 


Mr. STOUGHTON, Ihave been instructed 
by the Committee on Military Affairs to report 
for consideration at thia time a joint resolution 
in regard to charges of desertiou in cases of 
soldiers honorably discharged. 

Mr. RANDALL. Is that a private bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion ' 
that it is not a private bill. “i 

Mr. RANDALL. Fdo not know that I am 
opposed to the bill, but I object to public bills 
being considered during the time set apart for 
private bills. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

ALONZO B. RICHARDS. 


Mr. STOUGHTON also, from the Commit- 
‘tee on Military Affairs, reported back adversely 
a bill (H. R. No. 743) for the relief of Lieuten- 
ant Alonzo B. Richards, and moved that the 
committee be discharged from its further con- 
aileron; and that the same be laid on the 

` table. 

The motion was agreed to; and ib was 
ordered accordingly. 


FORT CRAIG MILITARY RESERVATION. 


Mr. STOUGHTON also, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 274) relating to Fort Craig military 
reservation ; which was read a first and second 
time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The joint resolution, which was read, directs ` 
the Secretary of War to retain possession of | 
Fort Craig military reservation, in the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico, if in his judgment the | 


same is required for the use of the Govern- it 


ment, and directs the Secretary of the Treas- ` 
ury to withhold any payment of rent for said : 
reservation to the heirs of Pedro Armendariz — 
for or upon a pretended lease of the same, 
unless the payment of such rent shall be 
adjudged and deereed by a court having com- 
petent jurisdiction thereof. 

Mr. RANDALL, Is this a private bill? 

Mr. STOUGHTON. Itis a private bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would hold . 
that it is a private bill. 


Mr. RANDALL. I would like to hear some 
explanation of it. - 

Mr. STOUGHTON. This subject came be- 
fore the Committee on Military Affairs on the 
petition of the heirs of Don Pedro Armenda- 
riz for relief. An aet of Congress was passed | 
in 1860 confirming a certain grant of land, on i 
the Rio Grande river, to the heirs of Armen- | 
dariz. Long before that time Fort Craig had | 
been established upon this very graut of land, |! 
but there was nothing in the papers before Con- | 
gress at the time the act was passed confirming | 
the grant to show that Fort Craig was upon this l 


4isT Coxe, 2p Sess.—No. 196. 


i) yeferred the petition of the heirs of Pedro Armer- 
© daris, for the use and occupation of Fort Craig mil- 


: the remarkable provision forthe surrender of all the 


' to over $50,000, was never approved by the Quarter- 


; mend such payment. 


reservation. After that act waa passed certain 
parties applied to the officers in charge of that 
fortand demanded reut for the land upon which 
it was located. A lease was made, providing 
that there should be paid by the Government 
an annual rental of $2,000 ia gold, and that 
at the expiration of the lease the Government 
should surrender to the parties claiming to be 
entitled to the land the fort, with all the im- 
provements connected therewith, amounting in 
value to over fifty thousand dollars. The Com- , 
mittee on Military Affairs are of opinion, in the 

first place, that the lease was defective and in- 

suflicient, and, in the next place, that there is 


is located upor the land really belonging to 
the heirs of Armendaris. 

The committee, therefore, have instructed 
me to report a joint resolution requiring the 
War Department to retain possession of this 
fort, and directing the Treasury Department 
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Craig reservation. On tho contrary, the description 
ia manifestly too vaguo and uncertain. By supply- 
ing the words “which is to serve as a center” after 
the word “hills,” the first boundary mentioned, it 
might, perhaps, be different; but these words, if in 
the original Spanish, are notin the certified copies 
upon whieh Congress acted in making the confirm- 
ation, and which must control. 

Fort Craig wasovcupied as a military post for years 


: before any proceedings were taken to contirm the 


: Armendarisz grant. 


Substantial Government build- 
ings had been erected at the costofover fifty thousand 
dollars. Yet in the procecdings to confirm the grant 
no reference is found to the fact thatthe Government 
occupy any part of the land. A land mark of such 
an important character could not have esenped the 
attention of the claimants or the surveyor general. 
The omission is convincing if not conclusive proof 


. . ithe laimants nor Congres: Ors 
no evidence whatever to show that Fort Craig that neither the claimants nor Congress understood 


that Fort Craig was within the limits of this grant. 


: Ig it probable that Congross would absolutely relin- 
| quish the right of the Goverumenttoa military reser- 
; vation upon which improvements to the amount of 


to pay no money upon this pretended lease - 


until it shall be adjudged proper by some court 
of competent jurisdiction. As a portion of 
my remarks I ask that the report accompany- 
ing this resolution be published in the Globe. 
o objection was made, and it was ordered 
accordingly. 
Mr. CHAVES called for the reading of the 
report; which is as follows: 
The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 


itary reservation, respectfally submit tho following ` 


report: 


The claim in this case is made by M. Armendaris, 
administrator and heir of Don Pedro Armendariz, ' 


deceased, for himself and other heirs of the deceden 
for rent arising out of a pretended leasc of the lan 
on which Fort Craig is located. : 

‘The lease upon which this rent is claimed was made 
the 2th day of January, 1865, between Manuel Ar- 
mendaris, as above stated, and Colonel Mc} crran, 
quartermaster United States Army, by order of Gen- 
eral Cullen, commanding at Fort Craig, for the period 
of five years, with an annual rent of $2,000, gold coin, 
that being the amount of a commission of arbitra- 
tors; and containing a farther agreement that the 
lessee, or his succezsor in office, should deliver, after 
the expiration of the five years, quiet and peaceable 
possession, together with all the rights, uses, and 
improvements which now exist or may hereafter be 
made by the Government, | 

There had been three prior Jeases, one dated Feb- 
ruary 15, 1854, one dated May 22, 1858, and one dated 
May 25, 1859, each providing for an annual rental of 
one dollar per year. These leases contained similar 
provisions in regard to improvements, and the only 
one which was submitted to the Quartermaster Gen - 
eral, that of May 2, 1858, was declared to be inad- 
migsible, as a combination of a lease and contract 
unauthorized by law, and not in accordance with | 
the act of April 21, 1808. 2 : ' 

‘The lease of January 27, 1865, upon which $2,000 
per year in gold coin is claimed, and which contains 


rights and improvements at Fort Craig, amounting 
master General or War Department, and it does not 
appear that it was ever submitted for considération 
untilit was presented for payment, when it was vir- 
tually.disapproved by a rofusal to authorize or recom- 

There are two valid objections to the form of this ; 


ense: 
First. It stipulates to grant, bargain, or give away 


$50,000 bad been placed? ‘This will hardly be pro- 
tended. In tho most favorable light in which this 
claim can be viewed tho Armendaris heirs mako 
their own concealment of a material fuot tho ground 
of their application for relief. . 

Tho military oficers who took this lease wero 
doubtless led into an error by the claim of title on 
tho part of the heirs of Armendariz, but their action 
does not strengthen their title nor impair that of the 
Government. 

The committee recommend the adoption of the 
following joint resolution. 


When the report had been partly read, 
Mr. CHAVES said: I will withdraw my call 


| for the reading of the report if the gentleman 


from Michigan [Mr. Sroucaton] will yield to 
me for a few moments, that I may make a 
statement of the facts in this case. 

Mr. STOUGHTON. Certainly, I will yield 
to the gentleman. 

Mr. CHAVES. Idonotknow exactly what 
there is in that report; but from the conversa- 
tions I have had with the gentleman from Mich- 
igan [Mr. Sroucurox] in reference to this 
matter, I am satisfied that the committee have 


i come to a wrong conclusion in stating that the 


Fort Craig military reservation is not upon the 
property which was granted to Don Pedro Ar- 
mendariz. Now, here is the book containing 
the papers in the case. Here are the original 
documents in Spanish, with their translations 
in English, Every gentleman on this floor 
knows, for no intelligent man can be ignorant 
of the fact, that the Territory of New Mexico 
was originally a province of the kingdom of 
Spain, and eventually of the republic of Mex- 
ico. When a man made a petition for a grant 


of lands, in what language was he obliged to 


the property of the United States ia violation of | 


aw 
Second. It is imperfectly executed. The heirs of 
Pedro Armendariz, deceased, fivein number, aro rep- - 
resented as his executors, but the lease is executed 
by one only, representing himself as administrator. 
There is a saving clause running through all these 
leases evincing a doubt and uncertainty about the 


they shall be void if there is a better outstanding 
itle. 
tended “Spanish grant” in 1820, which it is alleged 
is proteeted by the treaty of Gaudalupe Hidalgo in 
1848. Under this treaty the United States succeeded 


i: to the rights and liabilities of Mexico in the ceded 
‘| territory, and no more. ‘Ihe provisionin this treaty 


for the protection of property owned in New Mexico 


: is merely declaratory of the recognized law in case 


of a conquered territory. 
In 1859 proeeedings were instituted under the act 
of July 22, 1854,to procure a confirmation of this 


grant. On the 2lst of June, 1860, an act of Congress 


was passed confirming this with a number of other 
grants, but providing that such confirmation shall 
only operate as aquit claim on the part of the United 


States, and shall not affect any adverse right. But | 


this act neither settles the boundaries, location, or 
identity of the land. It only relinquishes the right 
of the Government as the sovereign to that grant, 
wherever it might be. There is nothing in the de- ; 
scription of land in the grant conferred by Congress | 
which shows or tends to show that it covers the Fort } 


make known his wishes to the proper author- 
ities? Most certainly in the Spanish languag.. 
As I understand, the report of the committee 
assumes that these parties have not a proper 
claim against the Government from the thot 
that in the English translation of the petition 
on which the title rests the language is as fol- 
lows: 

“T appear before your excellency with all proper 


i} respect, and state that being the owner of Valverde, 


which is tillable land, and keeping thereon a certain 
number of horses and cattle, which animals increase, 
I pray your excellency to havethe kindness to grant 
ine, where I can place my sheep and enable them to 


il bring forth their young, the following unoccupied 


land, to wit: opposite the bend (ancon) of Valverde, 
on the opposite side of the river, the first boundar: 
being opposite to the Mesilla del Contadero, which 
said bend (ancon) joins the hills,” &o. 


Now, the gentlemen of the committee say 


title of Armendariz to this land, and providing that : that in this description there is no initial oint; 


' but let us turn to the Spanish, in which lan- 
The title of theelaimantsis based upon apre- — 


guage it was that the petition was made upon 
which the Congress of the United States in 
1860, I believe, confirmed this land to Don 
Pedro Armendariz and his heirs. The Spanish 
version, literally translated, reads as follows: 

“Opposite the bend of Valverde, on the other side 


. of the river, there is a little ancon or bottom, the 


which shall serve as a center ’’— 
That is an initial point— 
being the first boundary line opposite the Mesilla 


ael ontadero, where the said little bend strikes the 
ills. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I submit most respect- 


fully to this House that the report of the com- 
| mittee is entirely without proper foundation, 


| 


and I trust the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
SroucHTon] will permit me.to make a motion 


that the whole subject be recommitted to the 
committee, in order that they my reéxamine 
the question. Tam acquainted with this prop- |! 


j 
al 
| 


erty; I have been all over the land. I know 
the heirs who claim it; Iknewthe man to whom 
it was granted. I know that the title of these 
parties is as good as the title of the Govern- 
ment to the site on which this Capitol is built. 
l] make the motion to recommit the bill and 
accompanying papers to the Committee on 
Military Affaire. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
Mexico, [Mr. Cuaves,] according to the un- 
derstanding of the Chair, is occupying the floor 
by the courtesy of the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, (Nr. Sroventoy,] and cannot make the 
motion without that gentleman’s consent. If 
the House should refuse to sustain the previous 
question the Chair would recognize the gentle- 
man trom New Mexico to make the motion. 

Mr. STOUGHTON. I would like to say a 
word on this subject. The Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs have considered this question. 
There is no doubt in the world that this pre- 
tended lease is utterly void. No lease can be 
made providing for the surrender or giving 
away of Government property. The improve- 
ments upon the Fort Craig military reservation 
are worth to-day $50,000; and if the relief 
asked for in this case were granted, and the 
property surrendered to the heirs of Pedro 
Armendariz, all those improvements would be 
sacrificed to these parties. The lease is void 
to start with. No quartermaster has any right 
to make such acontract. In the next place 
we say that the grant is imperfect. I wih take 
the admission of the gentleman himself, and 
show, according to his own statement, it is 
clearly so. In the old Spanish grant in the 
Spanish language there is a point fixed which 
was to serve as a center. It is the same as ia 
our surveys, which begin at a certain point and 
run thence in a certain direction, and so round 
to the place of beginning. The point desig- 
nated as the center here, and from which the 
other lines are to radiate, is left out. There 
is no starting point. 

I wish to call attention to another point. At | 
the time this grant was confirmed it was sedu- '| 
lously concealed from Congress that Fort Craig 
reservation was upon it. If it was on the grant 
it could not have escaped the surveyor. Isit 
possible that such a landmark as a United 
States fort should not have been known to be 
upon this grant? No, sir. If this fort were 
upon the grant, then the confirmation of the 
grant was obtained by fraud. We say the 
survey made by the surveyor general and the 
copies of the papers filed before Congress must 
control, not some language in the old Spanish 
law. If not, what would be theresult? Parties 
coming here from New Mexico and asking for 
confirmation of their grants for what would 
appear only to be one league, after those con- 
firmations were obtained, could go back to some 


language in the old Spanish law and claim : 
thousands of leagues of land, and thus every | 
acre of the public property be swept away | 
without a single member of Congress know- |, 
ing anything about it I propose for one this: 
kind of thing shall not receive the sanction | 
of Congress. 
_ Mr. WELKER. I suggest to the gentle- ` 
man. that the authorities connected with the 
Genera! Land Office have decided in several 
instances that the Government has the entire | 
right to the Fort Craig reservation. i 
Mr. STOUGHTON. Iam aware of that. | 
Mr. CHAVES. I do not know, and cannot || 
say, whether at the time this grant was con- | 
firmed by Congress it was stated that Fort | 
Craig was on that land or not. I was not here 
in Washington, and did not know anything | 
about it in Now Mexico; but I do know this 
fact: that the present Fort Craig is upon the | 
Armendariz grant, which the committee say is 
no valid grant. The history of this matter is | 
ag follows: Don Pedro Armendariz employed | 
a lawyer by the name of Hugh U. Smith to ii 


, the contract. 
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prosecute and confirm this self-same grant be- 
fore this Government, and Mr. Smith was to 
receive in part payment a portion of this grant. 
After its confirmation, Mr. Smith chose his por- 


‘tion in the northern part of the grant, upon 
: which, at that time, Fort Conrad was situated. || 
Mr. Smith demanded rent from the commander | 


of the department, which was refused as often 
as it was made; and in order to avoid any 
further difficulties, it was determined by the 
military authorities to remove the post from 
Smith’sland. Armendariz, hearing of this, and 


considering it advantageous to have a military | 


post upon his land, offered the military author- 
ities any site upon his part of this same grant, 
fora post for a term of years, the consideration 
being one dollar a year and the post and other 
improvements, should they not need it that 
lorg. The Government accepted these pro- 
posals, and they entered into asolemn contract 
with Armendariz, or his agents, to that effect. 
At the expiration of that lease Mr. Armen- 
dariz’s heirs (he having died in the interval) 
called upon the chief quartermaster of the 
department of New Mexico, and entered into 
a solemn contract with him, as agent for the 
Government, to lease their property to the 
Government for a term of years, for $2,000 in 
gold. So far there was no trouble. But the 
Quartermaster General, finding that the Gov- 
ernment had already had possession for merely 
a nominal rental for a term of years, and that 
it had stripped the property of its timber, which 
was all that made it valuable, and considering 
that might made right, refused to approve of 
the contract. This is all there is in this mat- 
ter. There is no question about Fort Craig 
not being upon Armendariz’s grant. Ninety- 
nine men oat of every hundred who know 
anything about it will tell you so. If you re- 
fuse to pay this rent you place yourselves in 


: the position of acknowledging a man’s title 


when he loaned it, his property, gratis, and 


: calling it a fraudulent claim when he makesa | 
` demand upon you to comply with your partof 
The present [l'ort Craig is about | 
: eleven miles south of old Fort Conrad. These 


as I recollect them. 


are the facts as peany 
. Idemand the previous 


Mr. STOUGHTO 
question. 

Mr. CHAVES. I understand from the gen- 
tleman that the matter is to be settled by the 
courts. If that be so, I do not object. 

Mr. COX. Has the Land Office taken posses- 
sion of this? 


Mr. CHAVES.. Itis as stated by the gen- 


tleman from Ohio [Mr. WELKER] that underthe © 


laws of Spain the Government had the right 


‘ to establish a fort even in your house without 
i giving you due consideration therefor. 


Mr. COX. I suggest the word ‘‘ pretended” 
be stricken out and ‘‘alleged’’ inserted. 

Mr. STOUGHTON. 1 do not object. 

The amendment was made by unanimous 


u! consent, 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. It seems to me this res- 
olution is determining this question: that we 
are taking away the rights of parties by act of 


Congress, giving them no day in court and no | 


opportunity to try the question. 
Mr. STOUGHTON. I move the previous 


| question. 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 


; tion thereof the joint resolution was ordered to 
i a third reading; and it was accordingly read 


the third time, and passed. 


Mr. STOUGHTON moved to reconsider the ` 
vote by which the joint resolution was passed ; ‘i 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table.. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


The morning hour then expired. 
SPEAKERS TABLE. 


Mr. INGERSOLL moved that the House | 
proceed to the consideration of the business | 


on the Speaker’s table. _ 
The motion was agreed to. 


RETURN OF DISCHARGR PAPERS, 


The first business on the Speaker's table 
|| were the following amendments of the Senate 
ii to a joint resolution (H. R. No. 146) for the 
| return of evidence of honorable discharge to 
officers: 


In line four insert after the word “officer” the 
' words “or enlisted man,” and in linceight, aftor the 
word * officer,” insert ‘‘or enlisted man,” and in 
lines ten and eleven strike out tho words "and this 
provision shall also extend to tho discharges of en- 
listed men” and insert in lieu thereof“ and provided 
that the fact, date, and amount of such settlement 
shall first bo sleaily written across the face of such 
evidence of honorable discharge, and attested by the 
` signature of the accounting o 
the resolution read : i 
Be it resolved, dc., That in all cases where it has 
become necessary for any officer or enlisted man of 
the Army to file his evidence of honorable discharge 
from the military service of the United States, to 
: securo the scttlement of his accounts, the account- 
ing oflicer with whom it has been filed shall, upon 
application by said officer or enlisted man, deliver to 
him such avionics of honorable discharge, providing 
his accounts shalt havo been duly settled: And pro- 
vided, That the fact, dato, and amount of such settle- 
ment shall first be clearly written across tho face of 
such evidence of honorable discharge, and attested 
by the signature of the accounting officer, 


On motion of Mr. HOLMAN, the Senate 
amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the Senate amendments were con- 
curred in; and also moved that the motion to 

_ reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHOPTANK LIGUT-STATION, 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was 

a joint resolution (S. R. No. 78) relative to the 

establishment of a light-station on the Chop- 

tank river, in Maryland ; which was read a first 

and second time. 

The joint resolution proposes to authorize 

. the Light-House Board to establish a light- 

station to mark the obstruction to navigation 

; in the Choptank river, Maryland, in the vicin- 
ity of Castle Haven Point. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask thatthe joint resolu- 

: tion be put on its passage; and I desire to 

have read a letter from the chairman of the 
Light-House Board. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no 


cer;” soas to make 


objec- 
‘| tion to the joint resolution being passed. 
| Mr. HOLMAN. Then I will only say that 
| it is recommended by the chairman of the 
| Light-House Board, and requires no appropri- 
ation. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be read 
| a third time. It was accordingly read the third 
: time, and passed. f 
Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. . 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


COLUMBIA RAILWAY COMPANY. 


. The next business on the Speaker's table was 
a bill (S. No. 227) to incorporate the Columbia 
: Railway Company of the District of Columbia; 
| which was read a first and second time. 
Mr. KNOTT moved that the bill be referred 
to the Committee for the District of Colambia. 
. The motion was agreed to. 


LAND DISTRICTS IN DAKOTA. 


| The next business on the Speaker’s table was 
` abill (S. No. 579) tocreate additional land dis- 
| tricts in the Territory of Dakota, to be called 
the Springfield and Pembina districts ; which 
| was read a first and second time, 

i Mr. SPINK. I ask that the bill be put 
upon‘its passage. . 

i Mr. HAWLEY. On behalf of the Com- 
i: mittee on the Public Lands I make the same 
|, request. ; 

i: Thebill was ordered to be read a third time; 
| and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
|| passed. 

| Mr. SPINK moved to reconsider the vote by 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
i table. 

[| The latter motion was agreed to. 
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JUNCTION OF PACIFIO RAILROADS. 

The next business on the Speaker's table was 
a bill (S. No. 580) to fix the point of junction 
ofthe Union Pacific Rai 
Central Ponte Iailroan SORPI i 
first nnd second time. . E 
an question was on ordering the bill to be.: 
third time. j: 
rete bill was read. It provides that the |, 
common terminus and point ofjunction of the | 
Union Pacific Railrgad Company and the Cen- | 
tral Pacific Railroad Company shall be defin- 
itely fixed and established on the line of rail- 
road as now located and constructed northwest 
of the station of Ogder, and within the limits 
of section thirty-six of township seven, of rauge 
two, situate north and west ot the principal 
meridian and base line in the Territory of Utah, | 
and it authorizes the said companies to enter 
upon, Use, and possess said section and sections 
twenty-five, twenty-six, and thirty-five of town- 
ship seven, of range two, and section six of 
township six, 
one of township seven, 
north and west o 
base line, with the same rights, privileges, and 
_ obligations uow by law provided with reference | 
to other lands granted to said railroads; pro- | 
vided, however,that the Secretary of the I nterior 
shall designate a section of land in said town- 
ship belonging to said companies, and reserve 
the same for the benefit of schools in said Ter- 
ritory, in accordance with the act of February 
21, 1855, establishing the office of surveyor 
general of Utah and to grant land for school 
and university purposes; provided, also, that 
said companies shall pay for any additional lands 
acquired by this act at the regular Government | 
price; and provided further, that no rights of 

private persons shall be affected by this act. 

Mr. COX and Mr. INGERSOLL rose. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to inquire of 
the gentleman who has charge of this bill, the | 
chairman of the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road, whether the committee have examined 
this bill? 

Mr. COX. - I was about to make a motion 
to refer this bill to that committee. 

Mr. WHEELER. I hold in my hand, with 
instructions from the Committee on the Bacific 
Railroad, a counterpart of this bill. It simply 
fixes the point of junction of these railroads in 
accordance with the act passed during the last 
Congress. It also authorizes the companies to 
take and enter upon a section of school lands, 
but with directions to the Secretary of the In- 
terior to substitute for it a section of theirown 
lands. In addition it permits the companies 
to take several sections of the Government 
lands on payment of the Government price 
therefor.: The obtaining of these lands is 
rendered necessary by reason of the fact that 
at this junction extensive shops will be erected 
and hundreds of workmen will be employed, 
and necessarily must have homes in the imme- 
diate vicinity. We have now an opportunity 
without expense to the Government to intro- 
duce a little of the Gentile element into the 
Mormon kingdom. The establishment of a 
Gentile city under the very shadow of the walls 
of great Salt Lake City will, in my judgment, 
be more effectual in destroying polygamy than 
any thunderbolis of war which we may forge 
here. As both the railroads are agreed upon 
it, as nothing is required from the Government, 
‘and as all private interests are protected, I 
can see no just objection to the bill. I-demand 
the previous question upon it. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the oper- 
ation thereof the bill was ordered toathird read- 
ing; and it was accordingly read the third time. 

‘The question was on the pessage of the bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to inquire of 
the gentieman from New York [Mr. WHEELER] | 
whether the passage of this bill fixing the junc- | 
tion of the two roads will in any manner com- 
plicate affairs so us to require the Government 
‘to pay.a double subsidy for any part of the road? | 


which was | 


of range one; all situate 


and sections thirty and thirty- |) 


Iroad Company and the | p 
i 


Mr. WHEELER. It will not donate any- 
thing at all. Every section of land that these 
companies take they pay the Government 
rice for. f 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then the Govern- 


l ment will not incur any additional obligations. 
Mr. WHEELER. No additional obligation | 
| whatever. I demand the previous question on 


the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. WHEELER moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was. passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. : a 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

NATIONAL UNION SAVINGS-BANK. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was 
a hill (S. No. 550) to incorporate the National 
Union Savings- Bank of the District of Colum- 
bia; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee for the District 


ra: at | of Columbia. 
f said principal meridian and || of Columbia 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT LITTLE ROCK. 
The next business on the Speaker's table was 


| abill (S. No. 834) to provide fora building suited 


to the use of the post office, the revenue officers, 
and the judicial officers of the United States in 
the city of Little Rock, Arkansas; which was 
read a first and second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Beamax, referred tothe Committee on 
Appropriations. 
ALEXANDER C. TWINING. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was 
a bill (S. No. 704) for the relief of Alexander 
C. Twining; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

SHAWNEE AND QUAPAW TREATY. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was 
a joint resolution (S. R. No. 168) explanatory 
of the provisions of the fourth article of the 
treaty of February 3, 1867, with the Shawnee, 


: Quapaw, and other Indians ; which was read 


a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


CAIRO AND FULTON RAILROAD. 


The next business on the Speaker's table was 
a joint resolution (S. R. No. 165) extending the 
time for the completion of the first section of 
twenty miles of the Cairo and Fulton railroad; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I ask that that joint reso- 
lution be put upon its passage. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask my colleague to 
yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. HAWLEY. For what purpose? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Iwishtomakea motion 
to refer. 

Mr. HAWLEY. No; I cannot yield for that 


bans ie 

r. INGERSOLL. Then I want to saya 

word with regard to it. 
TheSPEAKER. The Chair has recognized 

the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HawLey] who 

represents the Committee on the Public Lands. 


Cairo and Fulton Railroad Company shall com- 

lete the first section of twenty miles of said 
road by the 20th day of December, 1870, and 
the Secretary of the Interior shall be satisfied 


| of such completion, that then the said company 


shall be entitled to its lands in all respects and 
to the same extent as it would have been had 
it been completed by the 28th of April, 1870, as 
provided by the law relating to said railroad 


reading of the resolution, its only object is to 
extend the time so as to enable the company 
to complete the first aection of twenty miles of 
the road. The act making the appropriation 
of lands was passed in 1866, and it was provided 
| that this first section of twenty miles should be 
completed by the 28th day of July last. At the 
last session of this Congress the Committee 


company. 
Mr. HAWLEY. As will be seen from the | 
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The joint resolution provides that in case the || section ten of an act entitled “An act granting 
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passed a resolution extending the time nine 
months. That time expired the day before yes- 
terday. In anticipation of the expiration of 
the time, the company not having completed 
the twenty miles and the people of the section 
of the country through which it passes being 
anxious that the road shall be built, this bill 
was presented to the Senate and passed the 
Senate, and a bill exactly similar has been ex- 
amined by the Committee on the Public Lauds 
of the Houseand unanimously agreed upon, and 
the only object of this resolution is to give this 
railroad company until December next to com- 
lete this section of twenty miles. 

Mr. KELSEY. Has the company com- 
menced the construction of the road? 

Mr. HAWLEY. I do not know that it has; 
but I will explain before I sit down its exact 
condition as it is represented to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. It is now in the hands 
of a company of men who have capital, and we 
have every assurance that they will go onat an 
early day and complete this section of twenty 
miles before the time mentioned in December 
I wish to state also that the counties and 
cities perhaps through which this road is to 
pass have subscribed liberally for the purpose 


; of its construction. The grant is of the small- 


est limit which Congress ever makes, I believe, 
of ten sections to the mile. The law which 
appropriates this land to this railroad also pro- 
vides that this railroad company shall in all 
future time transport free of expense to the 
Government all troops and supplies of the 
Government; which is a very unusual pro- 
vision to be placed in any bill. Now, as the 
object of this joint resolution is well under- 


i stood, I call for the previous question. 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to a third 
reading, and read a third time. 

j The question was upon the passage of the 


ill. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Upon that question I call 


i for the yeas and nays. 


The question was taken upon ordering the 


i yeas and nays; and upon a division there 


were—ayes 17, noes 79; not one fifth voting 
in the affirmative. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. HOLMAN called for tellers on ordering 
the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering tell- 
ers; and there were sixteen in the affirmative. 

So (the affirmative not being one fifth of a 
quorum) tellers were uot ordered. 

The yeas and nays were accordingly not 
ordered. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. HAWLEY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. f 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


UNION PACIFIO RAILWAY. 


The next business on the Speaker's table waa 
a joint resolution (S. R. No. 129) to amend 


lands to the State of Kansas to aid in the con- 
struction of a southern branch of the Union 
Pacific railway and telegraph from Fort Riley, 
Kansas, to Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I ask that that 
joint resolution be laid aside without losing 
its place upon the Speaker’s table. 

he SPEAKER. ‘That will require unan- 
imous consent. . 

No objection was made; and it was ordered 

accordingly. 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF DELEI. 
The next business on the Speaker’s table 


! was a bill (S. No. 746) authorizing the First 
: National Bank of Delhi, New York, to change 


its location; which was taken up, and read a 
first and second time. f 
The question was upon ordering the bill to 


on the Public Lands reported and the House li be read a third time. 
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Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask that this | a bill (S. No. 774) to authorize the Burling- | the President to negotiate with the Indians upon 


bill be now put upon its passage, 


The bill was read. The first section pro- || its assigns, to change the established line of |! 


vides that the First National Bank. of Dethi, 


ton and Missouri River Railroad Company, or 


= said road in the State of Nebraska; which was 


now located in Delhi, Delaware county, State | 


of New York, is thereby authorized to change 
its location to the village of Port Jervis, Orange 
county, State of New York, and that whenever 
the stockholders representing three fourths of 
the capital of said bank, at a meeting called 
for that purpose. determine to make such 
change the president and cashier shall exe- 
cute a certificate under the corporate seal of 
the bank specifying such determination, and 
shall cause the same to be recorded in the office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency, and there- 
upon such change of location shall be effected, 
aud the operations of discount and deposit of 
gaid bank shall be carried on in the village of 
Port Jervis, Orange county, State of New York. 
The second section provides that nothing in 
this act contained shall be so construed as in 
any manner to release the said bank from any 
liability or affect any action or proceeding in 
law in which the said bank may be a party or 
interested ; and that when such change shall 
have been determined upon as aforesaid notice 
thereof and of such change shall be published 
in at least two weekly newspapers in each of 
the counties of Delaware and Orange, in the 
State of New York, for not less than four suc- 
cessive weeks. The third section provides that 
this act shall take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I would inquire of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Garripip,] the 
chairman of the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, what-objection there is to passing a 
general law on this subject, so that any yational 


taken up and read a first and second time. 


‘The question was upon ordering the bill to | 


be read a third time. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask that this bill be now 
put upon its passage. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Com- 
pany, or its assigns, in the State of Nebraska, 
may so far change the location of that portion 
of its line that lies west of the city of Lincoln, 
in said State, as shown by the map thereof now 
on file in the General Land Office of the Uni- 


‘ted States, so as to secure a better and more 


practicable route, and to connect with the 

nion Pacific Railroad at or near the Fort 
Kearny reservation, said new line to be located 
within the limits of the land grant made by the 
United States to aid in its construction ; pro- 
vided, however, that said line shall not be 
located further south than the southern bound- 
ary line of township No. 7, in said State; and 
said change shalt not impair the rights to nor 
change the location of the said land grant, and 
the said company, or its assigns, shall receive 


` no different as other or greater quantity of land 


bank may change its location on the: same . 


terms? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
tion which has been considered. I have here 
in my desk a letter from the Comptroller of 
the Currency upon that subject, ia which he ex- 

resses the opinion that such a measure would 

too sweeping, and that it would be better to 

allow each specific case to atand upon its own 
merits. : 


Mr. MAYNARD. What are the reasons ` 


applicable to this particular case ? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio. It was expected 
that the business requirements of Delbi and 
the sarrounding section of country would call 
for two national banks; but it has resulted that 
the busiress has turned off to the region of 
Port Jervis, where itis proposed to transfer 
this bank. The committee of the Senate, the 
committee of the House, and the Comptroller 
of the Currency are agreed that it would be 
proper to pass this bill. I would also call 
attention to the statement of the two Repre- 


sentatives from the portion of the State of New `: 


York interested in this subject. 
The statement was as follows: — 


Statement of case of: Fire gation Bank of Delhi, 


ew York. 
: There are now two national banks at Delhi; the 
business wants of that 


That is'a ques a bill (S. No. 167) amendatory of an act to pro- 


seetion require but one; | 


whereas at Port Jervis, Orange county, only one ' 


bank is located, and the wants of that section require 
two. The stockholders of the said bank there nego- 
tiated tor a transfer of the said bank to Port Jervis, 
and for that pur 


‘the same asa bin, to change a bank from Brooklyn 
or Williamsburg to New York city, passed in 1868. 
We agree ps to the facts and propriety of the change 
desired. ., CHARLES KNAPP 
Representative of the nineteenth district New York, 
in which Delhi is located. 
€. H, VAN WYCK, 
Representative of the eleventh district New York; . 
Rag ty ete Doe -» ta which Port Jervis is located. 
The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and pagsed.. _ 
_Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. » : 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


BULLINGTON: AND. MISSOURI RAILROAD. 
The next business on the Speaker's table was 


ose have presented a bill in form : 


than if this act had not passed and no change 
had been made in the located line of said rail- 
road. 

-Fhe hill was then ordered toa third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ALLISON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

_ The latter motion was agreed to. 
ENTRIES OF AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE SCRIP. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was 


tect the rights of actual settlers upon the pub- 
lic lands of the United States, approved July 
27, 1868, aud for other purposes; which was 
read. a first.and second time. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I hope this bill will be l 


considered now. 

Mr. MAYNARD. T hope not. 
will be referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. It proposes a change 
in our land system and involves questions of 
great importance. 
` The SP 
in full. a 

The bill was read. It proposes to amend the 
act entitled ‘f An act to protect the rights of 
actual settlers upon the public lands of the 
United States,” approved July 27, 1868, by 
adding thereto the following proyiso,: 


` Provided, That all such agricultural collego scrip 
shall be received from actual settlers in payment of 


| preémption claims in the samé manner aad tothe | 


same extent as is now authorized by law in case of 
military bounty-land warrants: And provided fur- 
ther, That all locations of such scrip made within 


thirty daya niter tbe date of approval of gaid act of | 
J 27, 1868, if otherwise in conformity with law, ; 


al k 
are hereby legalized and made valid. 


Mr. FITCH. I think this bill had better be 


: referred to a committee. 


Mr. ALLISON. So do I. , E 
Mr. INGERSOLL. This is the second bill 


I have noticed that proposes to increase the | 
i value of this agricu 


tural college scrip, the 
greater part of which has been sold by the 
States and is now in the hands of speculators. 

The SPEAKER. ` If there be no objection, 


the bill will be referred to the Committee on | 
' the Public Lands.. as 


There. was no objection. 


Mr. ALLISON moved to reconsider the 


‘ yote by which the bill was referred ; and also 
: move 
i the table. 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
INDIANS ON UMATILLA RESERVATION. 


‘The next business on the Speaker's table was 
a joint resolation (S. R. No. 116) instructing 


I trust it 


EAKER. The bill will be reported ` 


|| the Umatilla reservation in Oregon; which was 
i! read a first and second time. 
i Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I ask that thig 
|! joint resolution may be laid aside. 
The SPEAKER, If there be no objection, 
: the joint resolution will be laid aside, without 
losing its placeand relative rank on the Speak- 
er's table. 
There was no objection. 


ABBOTT Q. ROSS. 


The next business on the Speaker's table was 
a bill (S. No. 138) for the relief of Abbott Q. 
Ross; which was read a first and second time, 

Mr. HAYS. I desire that this bill may be 
put on its passage. 

The bill was read. It provides for paying 
to Abbott Q. Ross, of Cleves, Ohio, $5,000, as 
compensation for the past and future use in the 
United States Navy of his invention for using 
hot water and steam as a weapon in naval war- 
fare, for extinguishing fires, and other pur- 


ases. 
p Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I think this bill 
ought to be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HAYS. I hope the bill will ke put on 
its passage. 

TheSPEAKBER. The Chair will state to the 

_ gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hays] that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs will be the next 
committee called for private bills. 

Mr. ARCHER. The Committee on Naval 
Affairs has considered this bill aud unani- 
mously recommends its passage. ` 

| Mr. HAYS. A bill precisely similar has 

` been considered by the committee; and Í xm 
authorized to request that this bill be substi- 
tuted for the House bill, on which the. com- 
mittee are prepared to report favorably. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. If the consider 
ation of the bill at the present time be insisted 
on I shall raise the point of order that the bill 

| must go to the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would be com- 
pelled to sustain that point. =<" i 

Mr. SCOFIELD. ‘The Committee on Naval 

| Affairs have authorized the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Hays] to report a House bill 
similar to this; and hence I suppose he felt 
|| warranted in asking that this Senate bill be put 
' on its passage. Butif the point of order be 
raised the bill will go to the Committee of the 
Whole ; and the gentleman had better consent 
to the reference to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. : 
Mr. HAYS. Very 
bill be so referred. 
The motion was agreed to. 


. CORCORAN GALLERY. OF ART, © 
. The next business on the Speaker's table was 


. @ bill (S. No. 492) to incorporate the trustees 
i: of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and for other 


well; I move that the 


i: purposes; which was read a first. and second 
‘time, and, on motion of Mr. WELKER, referred 
` 4o the Committee for the District-of Columbia. 


APPEALS TO THE SUPREME COURT. | 


|| .., The next business on the Speaker's table was 
| a bill (S. No. 689) granting appeals from aad 
|, authorizing the iasue of writs of error to the 
| Supreme court of the District of Columbia ia 
certain cases therein mentioned ; which was 
i read a first, and second time. . ` Peroa 
| Mr. INGERSOLL. -Lmove that this bill be 
' referred:to the Committee for the District of 
' Columbia; and on this motion I wish to say @ 
‘few words. From the title of the bill no one 
| would understand its import. Itisreally a bill 
framed in the interest. of the Baltimore and 
: Ohio Railroad Company. It proposes that 
: the company—not by name, but under a gem- 
; eral description as a corporatiou—shall, have 
| the right to appeal or prosecute a writ of error 
| to the Supreme Court of the United States in 
| criminal cases, a thing which has never been 


| 


1870. — 


allowed during ae aero years that: the 
tablished. 

ar tN CHAM. I think the bill, after what 

has been said on the subject, ought to be 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 1 intend when I get 
through to withdraw the motion to refer, and 
to move that the bill be laid on the table. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to saya few words about 
this matter. The criminal court of the District 
of Colambia is presided over by one judge. 
Appeals are allowed in all criminal cases from 
that court to the court in banc, presided over 
by the four judges, and their decision is final. 
Now, it is proposed by the Baltimore and Ohio 

‘lroad Company, alter-—— l 
BOSTON B. Is this debatable? 


The SPEAKER. The whole question is | 


debatable on the motion to refer. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Now, Mr. S 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company has 
been convicted as a nuisance before this court 
it has failed, as Í understand, to appeal to the 
court in banc, but proposes to have the legisla- 
tion of Congress in its favor to the exclusion of 
every other cause before: the criminal court. 
The court in banc has final jurisdiction in „all 
criminal cases, of all cases involving the life, 
liberty, and property of every person brought 
before it, awd no appeal or writ of errar has 
been allowed by law from that court for sixty- 
nine years; aod now the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad, with an effrontery unequaled, asks 
Congtess to allow that corporation, which has 
been convicted as anuigance, to takean appeal 
tothe Sapreme Court. Why? In order that 
it may be supreme in this District, defying the 
courts and people here, as well as the corporate 


week and month after month, may be deprived 
of their liberties and even their. lives without 
‘being permitted to take a like appeal. The 
object and purpose.of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company is to 
Supreme Court, where by. 
and money it may defeat this vase by the ‘“‘law’s 
delay.’ if this bill is allowed to pass this 
company can delay- the question inthe Supreme 
Court year after-year, and it will become the 
virtual master of this people.’ I ask-that the 
bill-be read, go that the House may understand 
exactly what itis. |. , - : 

The Clerk. read as follows: 

That where. by the final jadgment, sentence, or 
decree of the supreme court of the District of Colum- 
bia any person, body politic orcorporate, is deprived 
of any right, property, or franchise, or the use of 
any right, property, or franchise, exceeding in value 
$1000, such judgment, sentence, or decree may be 
reviewed upon appeal or writ of error to the Su- 
prome Court of the United States in like manner ag 
js now provided by law ia reference. to other final 
judgments or decrees of said court. 


Mr. INGERSOLL.. I now withdraw the 
anotion to refer, and move to lay the bill upon 
the table. . eee ae Bete 

Mr. BINGHAM. I hope the. House will not 
do that without allowing me to.be heard. | 

The House divided ; and there. were--ayes 
94, noes 32, oes . . 

_ So the bill was laid on the table |; aoo 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the. bill was laid on the table ; 
and ou that I desire to be heard. baie et 
_ The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
is not debatable. - z 

The motion to reconsider was disagreed to. 


MARY K. SMITH. - 


The next business on the Speaker's table 
was abill (8. No. 776) for the relief of Mary K. 


Smith; which was read a first and second time, || potions of bidders for carrying the:mails. The 


‘and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
pions, aA f l 
Y NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a joint resolution (S. R. No. 121) author- 
izing the N orthern Pacific Railroad Company 
to issue its bonds for the construction of its 
toad, and secure the same by mortgage, and 
dor other purposes; which, on motion of Mr, 


aker, after | 


| 
|! 


i 
i 


i 


| 
| 


4 


' 


j 


i 
| 


| 


| 
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WHEELER, was laid aside, retaining its relative 
-place on the Speaker's table. 


CONTRACTS FOR CARRYING THE MAIL. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table 
was a joint resolution (S. R. No. 159) author- 


izing the Postmaster General to prescribe an 
earlier time for the execution of contracts by 


‘accepted bidders, and for other purposes ; J 


which was read a first and second time. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask to have the 
joint resolution put upon its passage. 
Mr. JOHNSON. L[hopeit wiil be referred 
to the Committee on the 


Roads. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 


i, joint resolution, 

The joint resolution was read. The pream- | 
ble recites that in the instructions appended | 
to an advertisement issued by the Postmaster | 


‘General on the 80th day of September, 1869, 
inviting proposals for carrying the mails of 


the United States for four years from the 1st |! 
July, 1870, in the States of California, Ore- : 


gon, and Nevada, and in the Territories of 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, 


are to be executed by or before the 1st day of 
July, 1870 ; and that in view of the importance 


of the service to. be performed, and the damage | 


to the public interests which.would result from 
failure to put said service in operation at the 
proper time, it is desirable to fix an earlier 
period than the 1st of July for the execution 
of the contracts, and to adapt such other pro- 
cautionsas may seem necessary to guard ngainst 


| the failure of bidders or contractors to fulfill 


‘| their, obligations. 
authorities, notwithstanding persons, week after p 


| General, in any case in which he may deem it | 
| necessary, to requine accepted bidders under | 
| the advertisement of September 30, 1869, in | 


get the case into the | 


the aid of counsel | 


{ 
| 


t 


{ 


{ 
{ 
ì 


{ 
1 


i to hold on te bis contract; 


The first section anthorizes the Postmaster 


f: 


have made proposals in good faith. Under 
the law this straw bid is accepted, being the 
lowest; and under these advertisements he 
will have till the 1st of July next to qualify aud 
convince the Postmaster General that his bid 


: was in good faith. 


:“eontract is to commence. 


-the Pacifie railroad. 
not qualify, and did not qualify. The middle 


Now, the Ist of July is the date when the 
When that day 
arrives the straw man of course cannot be 


‘found. He does not respond; he does not 
; appear to qualify. 


‘The middle men, the men 
who have tendered in good faith, and who 


i would undertake the contract if seasonably 
ost Office and Post | 


notified to get ready, have’ made no prepara- 
tions. They have purchased no stock, and 


| cannot undertake to carry the mail, simply 
| because theyate notready. Whatis the result? 


The Postmaster General is obliged to contract 
with the man now carrying the mail at hisown 
terms. Many gentlemen will remember that 
during last Congress a case of this kind oc- 
cutred with reference to the carrying of the 
mails across the plains before the opening of 
The lowest bidder would 


. men, who had tendered in good faith, not being 
and Arizona, it is stipulated that the contracts | 


viting proposals for carrying the mails of the © 
‘objections to ity which must strike any fair- 


United S:ates. in. the Siates and Territories 
above mentioned, . to execute. contracts and 
return them to the Department at. an-earlier 


period than the 1st day of July, and, at the dis- ` 


cretion of the Postmaster General, as early as 
‘the lst day of June, 1870, - . 

The second, section, prowides that in any case 
arising ander the aforementioned advertise- 


| ment, in which the Postmaster General shall 


have good -reason to. believe that auy bid for 
carrying the mail on any.route has not been 


made in good faith, he shall be authorized to | 
summon the bidder or bidders to appear Detore 
bi 


‘him and show cause why such should not 
be set aside or immediately executed hy enter- 
ing into contract with, sulficient sureties; and 


| the failure of the bidder.or bidders to appear 
| in response to such asummons and satisfy the | 
Postmaster General that said. bid. has been | 
! made in good faith, aud that the guarantors 
thereof are duly responsible, shall be deemed | 
to be sufficient cause for setting such. bid aside |j 
and entering into contract with the. lowest.of | 


the bidders who will do. so for the pror 
ance of theservice. , And all the bidders shall 


be. seasonably notified-that such summons has — 


been issued and that they maybe required to 
enter into such contract. .. 
_ The question was on ordering the jo 
‘olution to be read a third time. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. . With reference to 
the suggestion of the gentleman from New 
York [ Mr. Cox] I desire to say that it is neces- 
sary that this resolution shoald be passed now, 


int res- 


if it is to bepssseđat all, Its-object is to cor- | 


‘reet an abuse which has arisen from combi- 


Postmaster General finds it necessary to be 


| clothed with some such authority:as is here 


_provided in. order to protect the public.iater- 


‘are invited for 


‘ing the mails. 


notified, had made no preparations, and it was 
impossible for them to enter upon the work; 


‘and the Postmaster General accordingly was 


obliged ‘to make the best contract he could 
with Wells, Fargo & Co., who had been carry- 
it ig to prevent the recurrence 
-of this abuse that this measure is presented to 
the House, and I desire the House to pass it 
‘now. will only state further'that the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads have 
formally: considered the subject and Lact upon 
theit request. - I promised to yield a minute or 
two to the gentleman from California, [Mr. 
Jounson,] and I will then call the previous 


question. l 
Mr. JOHNSON. I do not think that this 
resolution ought to pass. ‘here are very many 


minded gentleman as forcible whenever they 


| are pointed out: In the first place, under the 


law the bids are put in, and the parties. putting 


! them in have a right, atter the award has been 


: made, to.complete their contracts by filing their 


: bonds :befové the ist day of July, 


| upon Hnes iu those Territories. 


] That is a 
vested legut right conferred by act of Congress, 


-aud isay that itis aright equal to a right of 


properiyjiand'one that cannot be ‘taken away 


‘froma msn:who patsin a bid without a viola- 


tion of the constitutional rights vested in him. 


-It:is-a vested privilege; if not a right of prop- 


erty, und it is a violation of our eonstitutional 


‘authority to take it away from him, 


Buti have other objections to this measure. 
As it originally came: before the Senate it was 
a general measure, relating to all the States and 
"Yerritories, but the nanies.of States and Ter- 
ritories were stricken outy antil it comes tousthe 
skeleton itnowis. The Territories of Arizona 
and New Mexico were named in the preamble, 
and the resolution would have effected the bids 
They were 
stricken out at the instance of interested parties, 
Why? Because; I say here;-and L can prove 


| it, there are- more straw bids from those Ter- 


et: 
H 
i 
i] 
ii 
Vy 


i 


! ests.. I will explain the nature of the evilto | 
-be corrected. - When pr 


ii 


ritories than from allthe balance of tbe United 
States. To avoid investigation tle names of 
those Territories were stricken out and Oregon 
nd California. were allowed to. remain in. 
Why? Because there are two or three import- 
ant routes running froin California into Oregons 
and through the State of California, upon which 
a great many bids have been made, and there 
are persons in Washingtonand New York who 


“want to crowd those persons who have put in 


bids off the-ttack,.so- that they cannot com- 
plete their contracts. Iknow whereof speak, 
and Ido not exaggerate when I say that I know 
this is the object of this resolution. Now, sir, 
if it is passed at all it should be made general, 


carrying the mails the contractor; who desires || so as to apply te everybody who has put in straw 


-will-procere what ` bids before the Department. 
is called a straw man to make a straw tit, |- Mr, FARNSWORTH. I must 
Laway down lower than the! bide of aay Who jj floor. ` i oa ET 


resume the 
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Mr. JOHNSON. Let me say one word | NAYS--Mesers. Adams, Archer, Axtell, Biggs, 


about the routes I have mentioned in Arizona. || Bird, Blair, James Brooks, 


J can furnish the Post Office Committee of this 
House in twelve hours, if they will give me 
time, with written authority to show that there 
are fraudulent bidsand fraudulent awards made 
upon those Arizona routes. I have the au- 
thority of a gentleman of high standing for 
stating that he has information of that charac- 
ter in his pocket, and the name of that Terri- 
tory was stricken out in the Senate. If there 
is any necessity for this legislation now, there 
will be the same necessity next year, when the 
bids are opened at the Department. By law 
now everybody has until the Ist of July to 
complete his contract, and it is proposed to 
make contractors in Oregon and California, 
. the most remote portion of the country from 


this capital, complete their bids by the Ist of . 


June, one month earlier. I have no objection 


to the second section of the bill, which author- ' 


izes the Postmaster General to investigate 
straw bids. I hope that will be passed; but 


I hope the gentleman will allow me to make a , 
motion to strike outthe first section of the bill, ` 


or else to make a motion to include the other 
States and Territories, so as to make the bill 


neral, 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Iwill state the reason 


why I am not willing to allow that motion to | 


be made. This is a Senate joint resolution, 


which comes here for action, and it happens to ` 


hit precisely those States and Territories where 
the Postmaster General is satisfied there are 
straw bids; and that is the reason why I ask 
that it shall be passed. ‘There is a bill before 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads which will make the law general here- ' 


after; but the Postmaster General is satisfied 
that in these particular States and Territories, 
or a portion of them—TI will not now mention 
them—there are these straw bids, and that the 


Government will be fleeced to the tune of sev- | 


_ eral hundred thousand dollars, in all human 
‘probability, unless he is clothed with authority 
to require them to enter into their contracts 
earlier. 


Now, one word about vested rights. A straw | 


man has no vested rights; not a bit. A man 
who has made a fraudulent bid has no vested 
rights, that I know of, which we cannot inter- 


fere with. This joint resolution does not de- | 


-prive any man of the benefits of his bid, but 
simply requires him to show his good faith by 
his works. I now call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 


tion thereof the joint resolution was ordered to | 


a third reading, and read the third time. 


The question was upon the passage of the | 


joint resolution. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Upon that question I call : 


for the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and there were—twenty-seven 
in the affirmative. 

So (the affirmative being more than one fifth 
of the last vote) the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 112, nays 34, not voting 
81; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arm- | 
Bea- |: 


strong, Arnell, Asper, Atwood, Ayer, Barry, 
man, Bennett, Benton, Booker, George M. Brooks, 
Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick 


R. Butler, Cessna, Churchill, William T. Clerk, | 
Cook, Conger, ' 
i uyal, Farns- | 
Fisher, Garfield, Gilfillan, | 
oar, | 


Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Cobur: 
Covode, Cowles, Cullom, Degener, 
worth, Ferriss, Ferry, . 
Hale, Hamilton, Harris, Hawley, Heflin, H 
jlooper, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Alexander H., Jones, 
Judd, Kelley, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, 


Lawrence, Loughridge. Lynch, Maynard, McCarthy, |' 
McCrary, McGrew, Mckee, MeKenzie, Mercur, || 
e, Morphis, Daniel J. : 
Morrell, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Packard, Packer, | 
1 Prosser, ' 
Santord, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, | 
Porter Sheldon, William J. Smith, Worthington | 
William Smyth, Starkweather, Stokes, | 


Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, 


Painc, Palmer, Peters, Phelps, Pomeroy, 


‘€. Smith, 
Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Taffe, Tanner, Tay- 
lor, Tillman, Tyner, Upson, Van Wyck, Ward, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, Whitmore, 
Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, John T. Wilson, 
Winans, and Witcher—112, 


onner, Cox, Dickinson, 

‘| Eldridge, Finkelnburg, Getz, Griswold, Holman, 

‘| Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Mayham, McCormick, 

'| MeNeety, Niblack, Reeves. Rice, Sherrod, Joseph 

, S. Smith, Stevenson, Stone, Strader, Sweeney, Van 
Aukin, Van Trump, Voorhees, Wells, and Winches- 
te—3i. : 

NOY VOTING—Messrs. Bailoy, Banks, Barnum, 
Beatty, Beck, Benjamin, Bingham, Boles, Bowen, 
Boyd, Buck, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Cako, Calkin, 
Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, Crebs, Davis, Dawes, 
Dickey, Dixon, Dockery Penley, Dox, Dyer, Bla, 
Fitch, Fox, Gibson, Haight, Halde 
Hamill, Hawkins, Hay, Hays, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, 
Hotchkiss, Lash, 


Julian Kellogg, Korr, Knott, 


man, Uambleton, | 
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Logan, Marshall, Milnos, Eliakim H. Moore, Mor- 
an, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Mungen, Orth, ' 
Peck, Perce, Platt, Poland, Porter, Potter, Randall, | 


Ridgway, Rogers, Roots, Schumaker, Lionel A 


Sheldon, Slocum, Shober, John A. Smith, Stevens, | 
Stiles, Swann, Townsend, Trimble, Twichell, Van : 
diorn, William B. Washburn, Eugene M. Wilson, i 


Wood, and Woodward—8l. 

So the joint resolution was passed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the joint resolution was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


STATE OFFICERS OF TEXAS. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Before moving to go into 
Committee of the Whole upon the special order 


. I have been requested by the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. CLARK] to ask unanimous consent 


quires immediate attention. 
A bill was passed by this Congress, and 


of the House to act upon a subject which re- .. 


approved March 30, 1870, requiring persons | 


elected to office in the State of Texas to take |: 


i an oath prescribed in that act within thirty 
` days from the date of its passage. A telegram 


has been received stating that on account of . 


the distance at which some of those persons 


reside from the places where they must qualify -: 


| for office it has been utterly impossible for 


. take the oath prescribed within the limit of 
‘| thirty days. I therefore ask unanimous consent 


them to appear before the proper judges and : 


: of the House to introduce for consideration at , 


i this time a bill to extend the time for thirty 
i; days longer. 
No objection was made; and accordingly a 


|i bill (H. R. No. 1912) to extend the time within `| 


i! which persons elected to office may take the 
|| oath prescribed in the act entitled ‘An act to 
i| admit the State of Texas to representation in 


| the Congress of the United States,” approved | 


March 30, 1870, was received and read a first 


f and second time. 
| 


i| be engrossed and read a third time. 


election, shall have thirty days from April 30, 
1870, within which to take, subscribe, and file 
i the oath of office prescribed in the act of Con- 
|| gress, approved March 30, 1870, for the admis- 


the Congress of the United States. 


read athird time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved thatthe motion to reconsider be laid on 
| the table. 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 
TAE) ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 


into Committee of the Whole upon the special 
order. I have no design to ask for an evening 


can work on the terif bill till five o'clock. 


\|-ScHencK] did not insist upon. going into Com- 
l| mittee of the Whole to-day before proceeding 
|; to the consideration of business on the Speak- 
| er's table. 


Mr. JUDD. I move to amend the motion | 


The bill, which was read, provides that all | 
; persons duly elected to office in the State of | 
Texas, and holding the proper certificate ofsuch | 


` i | 
Thie Diil ano ordered to) ba-ongroied and before the House and the position of the bill 


i| which it is the object of this motion to reach. 
Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the | 


session, as to-day is Saturday, but I hope we | 
.. |; except on distillers, brewers, compounders, 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope the House will |; 
agree to that, as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | 


The question was upon ordering the bill to . 


sion of the State of Texas to representation in |. 


i 


April 30, 


——— 


of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. SCHENCK] s0 
as to order that all special orders in Committee 
of the Whole shall be postponed until after the 
consideration of the general Calendar therein, 

Mr. SCHENCK. Is that motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is in 
order. ‘The Clerk will read from the Digest 
the paragraph relating to that subject. 

The Clerk read as tollows: 


“A special order may be postponed by a majority 
vote. And according to the usage, whenever tho time 
arrives for the consideration of a special order in 
Committee of the Whole, the same may be postponed 
by a vote in the House.” 


The SPEAKER. The motion is to be de- 
cided by a majority of the House. Jt is analo- 
ous to raising the question of consideration, 
Mr. SCHENCK. [I raise the further point 
of order that this is a proposition to postpone 
in general terms all the special orders, [ 
believe the practice has been to postpone bills 
as we reach then. 
The SPEAKER, It is in the power of the 


i! on the 


i 


House to postpone all special orders. The 
gentleman from Illinois moves that all special 
orders in Committee of tbe Whole shall be 
postponed to enable the committee to take up 
the general Calendar. 

Mr. JUDD. I desire to explain my reason 
for making the motion. 

The SPEAKWR. The margin of debate 
upon the motion is very narrow. 

Mr. JUDD. I will try to confine myself 
within the rule. 

Mr.SCHENCK. [raise the question whether 
the House will consider the motion. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion is in order. 

Mr. JUDD. Mr. Speaker, I suppose that 
the proposition 

Mr. SCHENCK. I object to any debate 
unless I can have an opportunity to state what 
: will be the effect of this motion. 
| Mr. JUDD. I will try to confine myself 
| within the limits prescribed by the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The only line of debate 
which can be entertained is simply with refer- 
: ence to the convenience of the business of the 
‘| House. 
| Mr. JUDD. That is precisely the line of dis- 
| cussion which I propose to pursue. 

‘The SPEAKER, The gentleman is not at 
| liberty to debate any special order, ‘or any bill 
; eneral Calendar. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I rise to a parliamentary 
inquiry. Will not this motion postpone also 
the appropriation bills ? 

The SPEAKER. It would postpone all 
special orders until the House should take up 
the general Calendar. 

Mr. JUDD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call 
the attention of the House to the condition of 
the business now before it. I wish to get from 
the House an indication whether it is its inten- 
tion in the conduct of its business to reach that 
point in legislation during the present session 
which shall reduce the taxation upon the peo- 
ple. To that end, Mr. Speaker, | propose to 
direct attention to the position of the business 


I have no disguises in stating to the House 
that my purpose in offering this motion is to 
postpone all special orders, including the tariff 
bill, to reach a bill introduced by myself, com- 


|; posed of three sections, which reduces the 


; tariff on sugar, molasses, salt, pig and scrap 
‘iron; on tea, coffee, and manufactures of iron 
` and railroad iron, all comprised in a section of 
fourteen lines; and in another section of four- 
teen lines, reducing the internal tax by repeal- 
ing taxes on sales, on gross receipts on domes- 
tic articles of household use, all special taxes 


banks and bankers; and the third section con- 
taining articles admitted free of duty, being in 
this respect the same as the one reported by 
the Committee of Ways and Means, except 
that I have added to it cual and hides. Toget 
that bill before the House for its consideration 
| is my purpose in asking to postpone all the 


1870. 
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{ 
cial orders, #0 that the House may judge of 
the propriely and expediency of considering 
that shart bill which upon its face by percent: 
are and repeal reduces the heavy burden of 
taxation, Jn that bill every body can see that 
there is a reduction of taxation. | Itrequires no 
expert to ascertain by computation that fact. 

Mr. Speaker, this House has been iu session 
since the first Monday of December. Itis now 
the Ist of May. No bill reducing the burdens 
of the people has yet been passed upon; one 
only reported to the House, the tariff bill, con- 
sisting of filty printed pages, being a revision 
of the duties on imports, creating anew classifi- 
cation of the various articles, before unkaown 


: to say something on it myself. 


to our laws, and so arranged that in some in- : 


stances itis impossible, by comparison with old 
laws, to determine how much the duties are 
increased or reduced. With such bills in con- 
trast, I desire to get the opinion of the House 
as to which will most probably effect that which 
the people demand, a reduction of taxation 
before wo adjourn. 

Mr. COX. I rise to a point of order. I 
think the gentleman from Illinois is attacking 
the Administration for its dereliction of duty io 
not reducing taxation. He must confine him- 
self to the question before the House. 

Nr. JUDD. I hope my friend from New 
York [Mr. Cox] will restrain his propensity for 
jokes while we are engaged in what I believe 
io be a serious business. Ido not make this 


motion with any disposition to find faalt with | 
mittee; I propose | 


any individual or any com 
it with a firm conviction that unless some mode 
of this kind be adopted, this House will not, 
daring its present session, dispose of the ques- 
tion of the tariff satisfactorily to the people, nor 
shall we reach the question of the redaction of 
internal revenue taxes. 

Let us see what we have been doing. On 
the 3d of Mawch the discussion on the tariff 
bill commenced ; and that general discussion 
continued, with such interruptions as the chair- 
man of the committee allowed to take place, 
till the 3d day of April, when the considera- 


: listened he would have seen that it involves no || 
| que 
| of the opinion that no tariff bill will pass in | 
- this session, 
; have uttered on this floor. 
‘length of time this bill has been pending and 


the alarm of the trade is unnecessary, and the effect 
upon the market may be considered discounted 
already.” | 
Mr. COX. I rise toa point of order. If | 
the gentleman undertakes to have extracts i! 
read from the Iron Ago in reference to this | 
tariff bill and the possibility of its passing he 
will be going into the merits of the tariff ques- | 
tion, and there will be no end of it, Besides || 
that, we of this side of the House will have no i 
| 


chance to reply. 
The SPEAKER, The Chair sustains the 
oint of order. 
Mr. COX. If itis to continue I should like | 


Nr. JUDD. If my friend from Ohio had | 


stion of the tariff bill, It is an expression 


and is in corroboration of what I |; 
I have stated the : 


the interest which the public have in having a |, 
law passed this session. Let us look a little ; 
further into the probabilities of reducing tax- 


‘ation this session if businesa continues as it 


4 
$ 


has been going ou to this time. There is on 
our table a bill reported by the Committee of 
Vays and Means revising aud codifying the | 
internal revenue system, rearranging the mode | 
of procedure. Dothe gentlemen of this House 
know that bill contains three hundred and sev- | 
enty-eight pages of printed matter, all of which | 
| 


is to be passed upon section by section, for it 
will not do to pass such a bill by its title? The | 
mistaken use of a word might make great 
trouble among the honorable members’ con- | 
| 
| 


it 
if 


stituents in this delicate business of taxation. 
On Saturday last in debate the chairman of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means stated that a | 
reduction of the internal revenue tax was to ` 
be made through that bill by amendments to ` 
be offered by the committee. I ask this House, 

if that bill is to be acted on when will we get 


` through with it if any comparison can be made 
with the time which bas been expended in the 


tion of the bill by clauses began. Now, onthe | 


30th day of April, only seventeen of the fifty 
pages of the bill have been passed over ia 
Committee of the Whole. I ask members to 


think of this. I ask that gentlemen who desire ` 
to redace taxation will think of it in the light | 


of the summer that is coming and the termina- | 


tion of this session. Sap this bill should 
be passed; if we are to judge of the fature by . 


the past, it will then be too late for any favor- ; 


able action by the Senate during the present | 


cession of Congress. Suppose it be defeated, | their care, excepting the committees privileged 


it will be too late to reach in another and more | 


mittee of Ways and Means, and | think by 
nearly every gentleman u 
some reduction ought to be made, it is more 
than probable that the continuance of the con- 
sideration of the present bill will leave the 
present rate of duties in force until the next 
session of Congress. ; 

Mr. Speaker, I do not believe that bill will 
become a law. 
ion of a majority of the members of the House 
that that bill will not passthis body. To show 


what is the feeling of its prompters, and what | 


are their convictions, I hold in my hand an 
extract which I shall ask to be read. I pro- 
pose to have read an extract from the corre- 
spondence of the Iron Age, in order to show 
gentlemen what condition we would be left in 
if this bill be left under discussion for thirty 
days or more. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Of course it would be idle todeny that a reduction 
of the duty on pigiron to five dollars would seriously 
affect the productiveinterestsof Pennsylvania. That 
it would be permanently destructive of the home 
trade ia not probable. Labor would suffer most, and 
both first and Jast; capital only at first. But as there 
en great fear of the proposed reduction being 

opted, or even of any bill passing at this session, 


n this floor, that | 


I believe it is to-day the opin- | 


i 


il 


ti 
i 
i 


} 


fl 


i 


H 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
f 
i 
i 
| 


| 
i 


| entertained by its friends in the extract read 
l| by the Clerk from the Iron Age, let me refer to |: 


| still another thing. A ms majority of the | 


effectual form the question of the reduction of | of Waya and Means, the Committee on Ap- 


the tariff. Although it is admitted by the Com- 


i bill and the internal revenue law, are to be 
| indicated by the chairman of the Committee 


| not probably be called this session. 


consideration of the tariff bill? If this is to 
be waited for the tax-payer will be compelled 
to pull out his purse to pay the tax-gatherer 
more than once whilo Congress is debating the 
form of relieving his burdens.. The Speaker s 
table has been partially cleared within a few | 
days. Stillthereare a number of Senate bills ; 
still waiting that have received no attention, 
not even been referred. The leading com- ij 
mitteea of the House have had no opportu- 
nity to report on the subjects committed to 


to report at any time, such as the Committee 


propristions, and the Committee on Recon- 
struction. The leading committees of the 
House have had noopportunity to report upon 
all the various interests committed to them ; 
and, Mr. Speaker, if these two bills, the tariff 


continued under consideration in the manuer 


of Ways and Means, those commiliecs ml 
8 a 
this mass of public business to be given the |: 
go-by for this session? 

The next committee to be called in regular | 
order is the select Committee on. the Decline 
of American Commerce. That. committee 
has bills ready to report involving some of the 
most important interests of the country, and 
if it gets into the morning hour for debate, gen- 
tlemen will see the morning hour taken up 
with this business day after day for many days. 
All these things are to be taken into consider- 
ation in passing on the question how long this 
billshall remain before the House. Consid- 
ering the impression of its futare which is 


; vision of the tariff at the present time. 


appropriations which are absolutely necessary 


to sustain the Government have not yet received 
any consideration iu this House, many of them 
noteven reported, because everything is blocked 
up by this tariff. Iam informed that they are 
ready to be laid before the House for its con- 


|| sideration, but are kept out by this special- order 
. tariff bill. 


: The bill making appropriations 
for the Army, the Navy appropriation bill, 
the Post Ollice appropriation bill, the consular 
and diplomatic bill, the bill for fortifications, 


_ and the bill for riverand harbor improvements, 
' and the miscellaneous appropriations for the 
' civil service, are all behind, and have not yet 


been acted on by this House. I would ask 
gentlemen to tell us when and how soon these 
appropriation bills are to be acted upon. 
ow, sir, | donot claim, nor do I insist upon 
it, that a tariff bill should not beacted uponas 
a part of our duty here. But Ido say that 
there are modes and methods of reaching that 
question without undertaking a complcls re- 
say 
that to undertake to revise the whole tariff 
system, under the circumstances, will not fulfill 
the expectations of the people or be in the 
interests of the public. 
Mr. WARD. Idesire to inquire of the gen- 


` tleman from Illinois whether the bill he has 


proposed makes any reduction in the duties 
upon iron greater than the House has already 
made? 

Mr. JUDD. In reply to the gentleman from 
New York I would say that in the bill which I 


! have prepared — 


Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, are we to 
go into a consideration of the merits of the 
different bills? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled twice 
that the gentleman cannot discuss the merits 
of any bill that is in the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. JUDD. I will say then to my friend 
from New York, [Mr. Warp,] that the bill is 
on his file and he can examine it. I have 
stated that the committees of this House, if 
the business proceed in the manner in which it 
has gone on hitherto, will not be able to report 
on publio measures during this session. If 
that be so it is a matter for the consideration 
of this House at the present time whether its 


_ business shall be so arranged and ordered that 


the various committees can have an opportu- 
nity to present to the consideration of the 


| House the various matters committed to them. 


My conviction is that they will not have that 
opportunity if this bill is allowed to drag its 
slow length along, followed by the three hun- 
dred and seventy-eight pages of internal rev- 
enue law. 

Why, to-day there are over twenty contested- 
election cases not yet considered by the House. 
And I ask, shall we give the balance of this 
session, I do not say to the reduction, but to 
the revision of the tariff, or shall we reach a 
bill which reduces the tariff within reasonable 
and proper limits, and thus leave an opportunity 
for other branches of the public business to be 
attended to? My own conviction and feeling 


| ia relation to it is that we ought to take this 


course. I shall not attempt to go into the 
merits of the bill, but should like exceeding] 
if the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SCHENCK 
would not object to my saying just half a dozen 
words as to the proposition which I have intro- 
duced, so that the House might understand 
from word of mouth, and without the necessity 
of reading the bill, that three simple sections 
dispose of this whole question of internal rev- 
enue reduction and tariff reduction for this 
session. 

~ Let me say one word as to the effect of the 
amendment which I have offered. My friend 


' from Michigan [Mr. Beaman] asked if that 
' would not set aside a special order for the co 
sideration of one of the appropriation bills. 


n- 
I 
to revenue regu- 


will say that we should look 
ations afterward. 


lations first and to appropri 


: That is the philosophy of legislation and should 
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be the principle that should regulate our con- 
duct on this floor. The effect of my motion 
will not be to defeat that appropriation, but its 
effect will be to pass over all the special orders 
that have had particular days assigned for them, 
including this tariff bill, and then when in 
Committee of the Whole anything that inter- 
venes before the consideration of the bill I 
have introduced can be passed by informally. 
Nothing is defeated or killed; it is only a 
question ofthe order of business. ' 

Mr. O NEILL. If the gentleman will allow 
me I desire to say a word here. In the gen- 
tleman’s great anxiety to defeat this tariff bill 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


is in conformity to what I understand to be 
the rule authorizing only the postponement of 
each special order as it is reached. However, 
that is not the motion of the gentleman from 
Hlinois, [Mr. Jupp.] It is to set aside all the 


' special orders of this House, the internal tax 
: bill, all the appropriation bills, and everything 


- bills and propositions upon that general Cal- : 


which I and many others consider very import- : ¢ asid 
_ in succession, I suppose, every other bill in 
order to reach what he avows he is after, his 


ant to the interests of this country, and when 
he is trying to impress upon the Hoase that we 
must relieve the people of taxation, why does he 
not put into the category of the important meas- 
ures yet to be considered by the House the 
repeal of the inquisitorial and now obnoxious 


income tax? I presume the gentleman is op- | 


posed to the repeal of that tax. Yet he wants 


it to go abroad to the country that we are not | 


inclined to relieve the people of taxation where 
ever we can. 

Mr. JUDD. [f always listen to my friend 
from Pennsylvania with extreme pleasure, and 
I shall try to answer any questions he may put 
tome. Inthe first place, I would answer him 
by saying that so far from avoiding the tariff 
question, my bill is a tariff bill and an internal 


revenue bill, and there is great propriety in 


having thetwo modes of reduction side by side, 


so that there may be no injustice done to the | 


tax-payer. 

Mr. O'NEILL, But not upon theprotection 
question; and there is where I differ with the 
gentleman in this movement. — 


© Mr. JUDD. The gentleman asks me why I | 


do not propose to repeal the odious income 
tax. Why, if he will do mie the honor to read 
the little bill that I have introduced, he will 
find that I 
$2,500, and réduce the tax to three per cent. 
T am afraid hé has not read the bill, although 
it has been on his file for days. ae 

Mr. O'NEILL. ` I will say to the gentleman 
that I have not réad his bill, but I-am with 
him if he proposes to relieve the people of the 
income tax entirely ; but I wantno compromise, 
raed inereasing the exemption or reducing 
the tax.: : ` 


Mr. JUDD, <I will say to the gentleman 


: tariff bill. 


else that has been referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and made a special order, with 
a view to get, as he says, to the general Cal- 
endar, but, as he further admits, not to get 
at the general Calendar for the sake of what- 
ever business may be contained in the various 


endar, but when he has reached it, to lay aside 


In other words, the gentleman pro- 
poses to supersede the Committee of Ways 


: and Means of this House and its work in order 


to substitute himself.in its stead. ‘he prop- 
osition which he makes has that extent, no 
more and no less. And the reason assigned 


by him for thus setting aside the tariff bill and ` 


the internal tax bill, which comes next, and all 
the appropriation bills, which are also made 


special orders, is that theimportance of that bill, ` 


and its peculiar merit and superiority to every- 


: thing else that has been proposed to this House, 
; require that it should have immediate attention. 


In order to sustain his proposition, he gave 
a history of legislation in regard to this tariff 
bill. He has omitted a great deal of that his- 


| tory. Every tariff bill, every bill to amend or 


propos to taisa the exemption to : 


from Pennsylvania that if he will join me in | 


getting that bill before'the House for consid- 


eration, all these motions and saggestions as | 


to the repeal of the income tax and every other 


change that he desires will be considered atid | 


acted upon’ by the House. . It is a mere ques- 
tiot whether a majority of the House will allow 
some bill to come before it for consideration 
that there is a probability that the House can 
discuss and pass at the present session. 
o Myr. SCHENCK, Mr. Speaker, as this iè 
a very extraordinary and tinugual proceeding, 
I propose first, if I can, to understand precisely 
to what extént H poesi I had thought that 
when you reached & special order that partic- 
ular order might be laid ‘aside with a view to 
take up other business. But I was not aware 
that it was within the rules of the House to 
make a general motion to set aside all special 
ofders in order to get at the general Calendar; 
nor did T understand that any question of pti- 
ority of business was a debatable question. I 
thought that was forbidden by the rules. I 


yield, however, to the decision of the Chait | 


‘upon that point. - : ; 
The SPEAKER. The Chair did not rule 
‘on thelutter point; but he did rule thatit is 
competent, according to matiy procedents, to 
“postpone the special orders. ‘The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Scuencr] Has‘ allowed the 
debate to run on, and the Chair supposes he 
desires himself to participate init. — <- ' 
< Mr: SCHENCK. “I ċertainly do, sir: I 
‘only speak of the practice of the House which 


i were strong 


revise the tariff must necessarily be a proposi- : 
i tion consisting of a great number ‘of details. | 


All those details, in order to be properly under- 


stood and acted on, must be considered and `- 
disposed of as they arise. Now, when this » 
tariff bill was introduced, with a liberality to- | 
ward those who are either free traders or op- . 
posed to any protective system unexampled, ; 


they were permitted’ to‘Kave the fullest indul- 


gence in general: debate; and it was thought | 


then and said around the House by gentlemen 
on both sides that the effect of such indulgence 
in the expression of their views upon one side 
or thé other of the main question would result 
in haviag thé matter so fully considered that 
when we came to the details, each one of them, 


with some suggestions on the one side and the | 


Other ofthe arguments pro and con, would be 
speedily disposed of. But is that the history 
of the prodeedings? Notatall. That gentle- 
man and others in this Housé from the begin- 
ning to the end of this discussion have made 
themselves responsible for ‘the delay in the 
progress ‘of business. - - 
Mr. JUDD. Allow me to corect the gen- 
tleman. a à eo 
Mr. SCHENCK.. No; I did not interrupt 
the gentleman and‘I do not mean to be inter- 
ropted by him. Ifthis bill should fail to become 
alaw, asthe gentleman so.confidently predicts, 
but which I do not believe, its epitaph may be 
easily written: ‘‘ Nibbted to death by pismires:’’ 
{Loud and continued laughter. } ae 
` Throughout the whole distussion upon every 
little item; amendment after amendment has 
been offered, very frequently in’ good’ faith, 
very frequently with some result more or less 
satisfactory to the embers of the House; but 
still more frequently amendment after amend- 
thent has beén proposed, insisted upon, with- 
‘drawn; tehewed, and all the time debated, until 
the patiéncé of all was exhausted, in order 
that mere delay and dilatory proceedings might 
¥eSult in the defeat of that which gentlemen did 
‘not seem at the time or even now to ‘feel they 
g enough to méét fairly, openly, and 
Wquarely wpon-its merits, a 
“It may be said that this perniission ‘to cor- 
tinue debate was the fault of the Committee of 
"Ways ‘arid Means, and especially of myself as 


| the chairman ‘of the Committee of Ways and 


‘Méans. ‘Sir, this House will bear me witness 
‘that While I have with the most complete liber- 
tility nHlowed great latitude of debate onthe de- 
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tails ag well as upon the general merits of the 
bill, and the various propositions it contains, 
again and again in Committee of tbe Whole 
| have I appealed in vain to obtain general con- 
sent to stop debate, and unwillingness to grant 
|! that consent has almost always been manifested, 
| And during evening sessions, and on other oe- 
| casions when I have moved that the committee 
| rise for the purpose of closing debate, the gen- 
' tleman from lllinois [Mr. Jupp] and others 
: have opposed me, in order that when we again 
went into Committee of the Whole opportunity 
might be still afforded to delay progress upon 
the bill. 
But I suppose the gentleman has not acted 
: without his cue. I had not expected, before 
< his motion was made, that anything of the 
kind was to be sprang upon the House. But 
since the gentleman commenced to speak [ 
have found that his motion was to order. F 
hold in my hand a copy of the New York 
Evening Post, a paper which, to say the least, 
has a very strong tendency to free trade. By 
reference to a leading article in its issue of 
last evening it will be seen thatitis there given 
out that this movement was to be made for 
the reason, as that paper states, that— 

“Tt takes the conduct of legislation out of the 
hands of Messrs. Screnck, Hooper, KELLEY, May- 
NARD, and McCarrtuy, who have distinctly espoused 
the monopoly and bounty principle, which the 
House bas as distinctly rejected. It gives the con- 
duct of the legislation on this subject into the hand: 
of the revenue reformers, who, under the lead of 
L Messrs. LOGAN, ALLISON, WILSON, BENJAMIN, and 
others, yesterday carried the House in favor of a 
real remission of indirect taxes on transportation, 
and of giving the people cheaper railways.” 

Mr. ALLISON. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 

Mr. ALLISON. My point of order is, that 
the course of remark. indulged in by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. ScuexcK] is not legit- 
' imate debate upon the question now pending 
before the House. 

i Mr. JUDD. I hope. the gentleman from 

Ohio [Mr. Scnencr] will be allowed to pro- 

ceed. I will say that I never in the world saw 
| the paper referred to by him, Ihave had this 
[proponon in consideration for the last ten 

ays. Ex e ue 

Mr. SCHENCK. May Inotbe permitted to 

| Bay what the next movement willbe? Accord- 
| ing to this paper— 23 
' “The next step is obvious. Let the Souenck 
bill, which represents no principle and no party, be 
; dropped at once.” 


| Mr. LOGAN. Allow me to make a remark 
“ right here, as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 

SCHENCK} has read my name in this connec- 
| tion. [state here inthe presence of this House 
| that I have never read the bill which my col- 
i league (Mr. Jupp] has introduced ; and I-will 
| state furt&er that 1 have never entered into any 
| coalition with any man or set of men; that I 
| had no knowledge that this. motion was to be 
: made, and:that‘the whole paragraph the gen- 
! tleman has read is false from beginning to end, 
and it is very ungenerous- in its introduction 


| here. E i 
|.: Mr. SCHENCK. Oh, no sir; not at all 
| ungenerous in its introduction. The publica- 
| tion is so entirely coexistent with this motion, 
having been published last evening, and the 
i motion. pressed to-day at the first opportunity 
afterward, that E must be pardoned if 1 thought 
: there was some connection between the two. 
| I have never for a moment intimated that these 
| gentlemen have authorized any such publica- 
© tion, or that they have entered into any com- 
bination other than what may appear.upon the 
face of affairs in this House. But if the gen- 
|; tlemen had heard me to the close they would 
l! have learned what this editor says, that better 
| things are expected under the lead of these 
| gentlemen who are named; and I submit to 
| thé House whether I have not been justified in 
_ reading from the article in this eonueetion. 
i Now, sir, the gentleman puts himself for- 


1870. 


as one of these reformers; 
as not being so much in 
as himself. 

No, sir; I never have done so. - 
} do not know what the 

regard to the tariff are, 

whether they relate to revenue, protection, or 


ward, I suppose, 

stigmatizing others 

favor of reform 
Mr JUDD. Ne 
Mr. SCHENCK. 
ntleman’s views 1m 


consumption, except as they have been devel- 
oped in his opposition to everything done or 
pro osed upon this floor in connection with 
the bill which is now the special order in Com- 
mittee of the Whole; but however the case 


may be with him, I know that such has been 


the habit of the gentlemen opposing this bill 
to vote against every proposition that the other 
evening when I offered in succession three dif- 
ferent amendments reducing the daty upon a 
certain form of iron manufactare I found many 
of these advocates of low daties voting against 
this reduction. What does that mean ? Does 


it mean anything except that, no matter what . 


is in the bill, no matter what is proposed in 
reference to the bill, no matter what comes 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, there 
are those who feel that the committee and its 


work are in some manner in their way, and | 


who desire to clear the way in order that some 
more potent genius may with a touch of his 
rod make all the interests of the country spring 
up into prosperity and the whole land bloom 
and blossom as the rose? 

Sappose this motion prevails ; you set aside 
notmerely this special order, but you set aside, 


as the gentleman says it is his purpose to do, | 


the internal tax bid. Why? Because he says 
itis a long bill and can never be acted upon. 
This is not the first time that just soch an effort 
has been made. You will remember, Mr. 
Speaker, that more ‘than a year ago, in 1868, 
when the House had under consideration sub- 


stantially this same general tax bill, condens- ` 


ing and codifying all the contradictory and 
ambiguous matter contained in your present 
internal tax laws, the House was pressed just 
toward the close of its consideration, and when 
we were nearly through the bill, to lay it aside 
in order that there might be brought in a bill 


in relation to gpirits and tobacco alone. That | 
was done. The latter bill was passed in as: 


good form as coutd be given to it when wrested 
from its connection with the various adminis- 
‘trative matters contained in the bill; and ifany 
gentleman will go to the office of the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue, or will consult with 
any one informed on this subject, he will find 
that while the bill in relation to tobacco arid 
spirits has resultéd in a vast inerease of the 


revenue of the country, yet millions more of | 


benefit would have followed if that by-blew had 
not been given to the general bill at that time. 
No man who- understands the subjeet and will 
examine in detail the matter of that general 
bill will venture to deny that had its provisions 


become’ jaw there would have been a large | 


accession to the revenue, which we have lost 
by reagon of the kind of warfare then adopted. 
_ Bat along with the tariff bill this bill in rela- 
tion to internal taxes is to be set aside. The 


gentleman cites what I said in debate on this | 


subject, and speaks of the length of time it 


will require to consider the internal tax bill. ; 


Let me tell the gentleman what the Committee 


of Ways and Means propose in regard to it. | 


It is now bill No. 1 on your Calendar. It has 
been made a special order. We shall reach it 
whenever we get through with the special order 
now under consideration; and when we do 
reach it the Committee of Ways and Means 
will have a substitate prepared proposing what 


we believe, from our conférences with ‘many | 


members of the House, will commend itself to 
general acceptability ; and the moreso, because 
the substitute will have the effect of remitting 
about thirty million dollars annially of the 
tazes now imposed ‘upon the people of the 
country. But it does not suit the gentleman, 
1 suppose, to have taxes reduced, to have any 
Jegislation in regard to either our intetnal rev- 
enue or out reventie derived from imports, 
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unless it be according to his pattem, and done 
l| ander his guidance in some way. It looks 
i! very much like that. 

T do not know it is necessary for me to pro- 
tract thisargument. ‘Thestrength of the House, 
if it be a full House, will be shown on the ques- 
tion. I come back just to that point from 

. which I started, that Í cannot understand this, 
‘especially from the givings out which we have 
‘had on the subject, which seem to be whether 
' gentlemen were parties to the publication or 
not, (they say they were not, and I believe 
them,) a premonition of what was to be done 
or attempted—I cannot regard it as in any 
other light than a proposition to set aside your 
present Committee of Ways and Means, and 
: give the management of these matters to some 
other gentlemen who volunteer forthe purpose 
of taking charge of the interest of the country 
in this behalf. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire, sir, if I am per- 
i mitted—— - 

Mr. SCHENCK. How long does the gen: 

tleman want, for I do not wish this thing to go 
on much longer? 

Mr. LOGAN. I want certainly to have an 
` opportunity at least to reply to the attack of 
, the gentleman. I wish to know whether the 
gentleman yields to me or not? 


| ° Mr. SCHENCK. I was asked hy the gen- | 


'| tleman from New York (Mr. Cox] to yield to 
‘| him and declined to yield to anybody, so that 
i! if I yield to anybody í mast first yield to bim. 
Mr. JUDD. I tise to a quéstion of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state 

‘ his question of order. 
Mr. JUDD. I suppose, as the debate is on 
oy amendment, that Í have the control of the 

r? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not’so | 


recognize the gentleman. He sabmitted his 


motion, made his speech, and took his seat. . 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bcrexck] then | 


took the floor in opposition to the amendment. 


Mr. JUDD. If the gentleman from Ohio - 


has closed his renvarks 1 wit! resume the floor. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I will close my remarks 
at my own good pleasure. I am‘how hesitat- 
ing whether Í shall yield to anybody or call the 
revious question. , Care: , 
< Mr. JUDD. Before the gentleman calls the 
: previous gnestion F hope he will yield to me, 
i” Mr. SCHENCK. Inrow yield to the gentle 
' man from Néw York, (Mr. J l 


| Mr. HOAR.: Is this question debatable? ` | 


Mr. SCHENCK. I objected to the debate, 
, but the Chair overrated me. sais ` 

i The SPEAKER. - 
'i line of debate touching the birsiness of the 
|| House could only be allowed within very nar- 
i! row limits. The gentleman from Ohio did not 


 nois make his speech without farther interrup- 
: tion. i K 
i Mr. SCHENCK. I undetstóod the Chair 
|| to decide that it was debatable. Pa a 


li 
li 


mits. i 
Mr. SCHENCK. Ikept within very Hatrow 


mits, j 
The SPEAKER. The Chair did hot feel 
Pith upon to interrupt the gentleman from 

io. : 
Mr. SCHENCK. I hope gentlemen will 
keep within the same narrow limits. ° = < 
The SPEAKER. Hf the point be madè thè 
Chair will be compelled to decide that the 
debate has transcended the rale of ttre Honse. 
| Mr. COX. With thepermission of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio I desire to say a few words. 
I wish to get away from here ás Soon as possi- 
ble, in June or July. I should like fo see the 


the people or of the public welfare. 


largest discussion possible. I do not believe 
we will shorten the discussion one jota by 
| adopting this proposition of my friend from 


The Chair stated that the | 


ji farther object, but let the gentleman from IHi- | 


The SPEAKER, Only withip very narrow 


pusiness forwarded, but not at the expense of | 
I think | 
when it concerns the collection of $180,000,000 ' 
by the tariff we ought to have the fullest and ' 
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Minos, [Mr. Jupp.] Hisbill, as I have it before 
me, and I have read it carefully, isa bill which 
brings upagain fordebate many matters already 
debated, and which will increase debate here- 
after on matters connected with therevenue, but 
| not connected with the tariff. I do not speak of 
| the merits of the bill, but it goes back again to 
the question of sugar and tea, to pig iron and 
scrap iron. + Whenever we come to the free list, 
that will involve the largest discussion con- 
nected with the tariff. Edo not believe you 
will gain a single moment by taking out of the 
hands of the Committee of Ways and Means 
this tariff bill and putting it into the hands of 
these revenue reformers. ` 
Now, so faras I am concerned—I speak only 
for myself, and not for other gentlemen in this 
Honse—! have no quarrel with gentlemen onthe 
other side of the House as regards their liber- 
ality or illiberality. Ido not care whether my 
friend from Ohio, { Mr. ScuEnck, } belonging to 
the old red sandstone formation of a hundred 
thousand years ago, or those gentlemen who 
are coming up now, as I hope they are, to the 
|| Democratic idea of political science and polit- 
|| eat economy, shall have charge of this matter. 
| Thatis none of my business, But I want to 
see: business forwarded in this House. When 
the gentleman from Ohio says there are a lot 
of insects here nibbling at this bill and killing 
it in detail | know he has reference entirely 
to his own side ofthe House. I know that he 
sometimes likes to aim a blow at our side, but 
| that bidw, I understood, was especially intended 
for géntlemen on his own side. I fancy there 
was nd mistake about that. f 
H But if the bill is sò vulnerable that even the 
| Bittle insects the gentleman spoke of—which T 
shall not name—can pick it to pieces, item by 
item, or atom by atom, and almost consume it 
in the face of the country, I think it must be 
á very poor measure, not based upon reason, 
economy, justice, or equality. I am happy to 
see, Mr. Speaker, that the Republican party in 
this House is being divided. It is one of the 
happiest events in my life to stand here and 
_ see that in that party there are some great- 
| hearted and generous men who are fighting 
, these oli fossils, sach as my old and vénerable 
| ftiend from Obio, [Mr. Sexence.] And Iwant 
the Housé and the country to understand that 
-‘even‘a small minority can gnaw tbe net of the 
lion; that even the little insect can sometimes 
l; @o work which those large bull-dogs cannot 
| possibly undo. a 4 
‘The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuexcr] 
thought proper last evening to niake some little 
référence tome. It was a second-hand joke 
taken from a very bad source, and did nocredit 
| tothe gentleman. But I desire to say here before 
the country that this matter of correcting the 
inequalities of the tariff does not belong alto- 
gether to thé gentlemen on the Republican 
side of the House. The Democratic party has 
something to say about it. We desire, with the 
| aid of good and true men of whatever party, the 
‘then representing sound principles of science 
‘| ad economy; we desire, by combining with 
‘| any class of men from any quarter, regardless 
of party politics, so to reform this tariff, which 
i takes out of the pockets of the people nearly 
|, $800,000;000 that never sees the Treasury, as 
_ inthe end to do justice to all classes of the 
| peoplé and break down the present enormous 
| system of monopoly. 
|| ” So far as the conduct of the business of the 
"| House is concerned, I agrée with the gentle- 
i man from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] in the view he 
| ‘takes: of the motion of the gentleman from 
| Ilinois, [Mr. Jupp.] Tt sets aside all the 
| special orders, the naval appropriation bill, 
ij ‘and the ‘other bills which we have to consider 
soon and promptly, with a view to advancing 
the public Budaa The people. want reduc- 
tion of taxation, andifthey do not get itthe Re- 
| publican party is responsible. General Grant 
4 in his message said he did not Wantns to reduce 
the tariff or the internal revenue tax during 
this session. The whole administration of the 
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revenue by the Republican party has been a 
signal failure. It was to-day confessed to be 
so by the gentleman from Illinois, and it will 
be so confessed before this discussion is over 
by every candid-minded gentleman here. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to. know if the 
gentleman is in order. 

Mr. COX 


say. : 

Yir. MAYNARD, Igivenoticethat I shall 
insist on the Chair keeping gentlemen within 
the rules of order, 
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then all I have to say is this: that whether I 
am denounced by the gentleman or not, whether 
I am denounced by the Committee of Ways 
and Means or not, I do not care. I do not 
claim to know very much; Ido not claim or 


i desire to dictate to the House, or to the gentle- 
| man, or to anybody else. I never have assumed 
I have finished all I wished to ` 


any prerogative in this House more than that 


‘ which belongs to me under the rules, nor do I 


Mr. LOGAN. I desire to occupy the time | y 
‘tion from the chairman of the Committee of 


of the House but for a very few moments. 


In doing so I do not wish to enter into contro: ` 


veray with any gentleman, and cenninly not 
with the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. But I must say that I was ver 

much astonished at some of the language use 

by that gentleman. I was very much surprised 
that he, the leader of the House, the chairman 
of the principal and leading committee, a court- 
eous gentleman, or who at least, from his posi- 
tion, ought to be courteous, that he should get 
up in this House and call his colleagues—men 
that have served with him in this House, men 
that have served with him on the same com- 
mittee, men as honest as himself, men as gen- 
tle and kind as he is, men who by no act or 
vote of theirs have given any one the right to 
use such language with reference to them—that 
because his bill has been opposed fairly, not 
ungenerously, by the promptings of honest 
hearts and fair judgments, in order to procure 
a reduction of the taxes pressing upon the 
people of the country—that merely 
they desire to represent their constituents hon- 
estly and fairly and properly, under the Con- 
stitution of our glorious country, which guar- 


I say I am very much surprised 
exercise of their jadgmen 


in toto the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means should feel himself warranted 
to apply to them the appellation or the epithet 
of nibblers and pismires. I ask, was there 
ever so unkind, was there ever so ungener- 
ous, was there ever so uncalled for an attack 


ecause ' 
' watched the progress of the tariff bill through : 


' lam acting here for my constituents. 
Pppased the bill of the Committee of Ways and 


desire to do so; but so long as the Supreme 
Ruler of all things gives me a heart and mind 
to reflect and feel and think for myself I will 
think and act for myself, without any dicta- 


Waysand Means, or anybody else in this House. 
I have 


eans, 80 far as it relates to iron, in connection 
with others, paragraph by paragraph, because 
I believe the bill is a monstrosity. I believe 
it is an atrocity, not intentionally so far as the 
committee is concerned; but I believe they have 
been deceived by men who understand the 


: machinery of wire-making and all these things 


. better perhaps than they do themselves. 


I be- 
lieve that they have been deceived, and that in- 
atead of a reduction of $20,000,000 in the bur- 


` dens of the people the effect of this bill, if it 


shall pass, will be to prohibit the importation 


of many of these articles, and to increase in- 


stead of reduce the taxes upon the people. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, if there has 
not been a mountain made out of a mole-hill, 
there certainly has out of an ant-hill. [Laugh- 
ter.] There is nobody in this House upon 
either side, there is nobody anywhere that has 


‘ the Committee of the Whole, who does not 
| know that peculiarly and beyond, perhaps, the 
anties to every man the right to jndge for him- |: 
self, and to every Representative to determine | 
how he shall best represent his constituents— | 


that if gen- |! 
tlemen, in the discharge of their duty and the | 
think it right to || 
oppose any section of this bill or to oppose it | 


emanating from an honest brain and an honest : 


heart in any deliberative body on the top of | 


God's earth as this unseemly and improper 
attack made here by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means? : 


Now, so far as he has taken pains to read | 


from a journal that I never read, and call my 


name in connection with others as intending | 


to destroy this bill and introduce another bill, 
to do what is now being done, as he seems to 
claim, I say to him here in my place, as I 
said a moment ago, that I have never read the 
bill of my colleague from Chicago, [Mr. Jupp. ] 
He asked me no longer ago than yesterday to 
read it, but I have not yet done it, I had no 
knowledge that he was going to make the mo- 
tion that he has made. I never had any con- 
sultation with him, or with the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. Autison] who is mentioned, or 
with any other of the gentlemen mentioned in 
that journal, in reference to our action in this 
House on the subject of this bill or any other 
bill. But when I had told him that the para- 
graph was untrue, he still persisted in attempt- 
ing to read it before the House, in order to try 
to call down the indignation of the House and 
of his own party, to which I also belong, upon 
those of us who have had the independence 
here to. oppose that which we believe to be 
oppressive upon our constituents and upon the 
people of this country. . 
_Now, sir, let me say this: if attacks of this 
kind are to be made upon men inside of your 
own party because they attempt to legislate so 
as to secure the greatest benefit to their con- 
stituents; if we are to be denounced as ob- 
‘structing measures beneficial to the country, 


manifestation of hostility and attack upon any , 
other measure in thisor almost any former 
Congress, it has been fought inch by inch, step . 


by step, line by line, word by word, persist- 


ently, with heavy attacks and light attacks— | 


and most frequently light, {lau gl rele a 
view apparently to make all this defeat the 
bill by dilatory practices. Now, sir, I defy a 
denial of that. I do not undertake to say what 
gentlemen’s purposes were. But I say thatis 
the way in which the bill has been dealt with, 
and dealt with all the way through. 

Well, sir, in the course of a description of that 
there happened to occur to my mind, while I 
was talking, an exemplification of it. In say- 
ing what I did, that if its epitaph were written 
it might be said to have been mibbled to death 
by pismires, I did not mean to call these gen- 
tlemen pismires, [laughter,] or suppose that 
their residence was an ant-hill; but I meant 
by what was, perhaps, a coarse and unbe- 
coming figare—the gentleman from Illinois 


|; says it was—to describe the character of the 


warfare to which we who are supporting the 
bill, and the bill itself, have been subjected. 
I might have made use of another western 
phrase, which perhaps would have better 


pleased the gentleman; I might have said || 
[Great | 


1: 


& kicked to death by grasshoppers. 
laughter.] ‘I have often heard that phrase 
employed in the West in order to exemplify 
and describe a slow death by persistent attacks. 


But I would not have intended in that case, | 
any more than in the other case, to make such |! | 


insects of any of the gentlemen. Much of the 
argument upon this bill has been fair, open 
clear, intelligent. Much of it has been, as 
believe, not so much for the sake of. arguing 
the particular question under consideration, as 
with the view, by dilatory proceedings and 
continual annoyance, to delay action upon the 
bill, and thus to wear out the patience of its 
supporters, of this House, and of the country. 
That I have believed; that I believe now, 
whether I am right or wrong in the convic- 
tion. Tbe gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Locan] 
complains that I referred to a paper which was 
put into my hands for the first time after this 
discussion commenced. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will state the reason why 


April 30, 


I asked the gentleman the question, and I am 
sure he will allow me to do so. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Oh, I suppose go. 

Mr, LOGAN. If it was Mr. Hoorgr, of 
Massachusetts, who handed him the paper, I 
will only say that Mr. Hoorer brought that 
paper to Mr. ALLISON and myself this morn- 
ing, and showed us the article which has been 

i} referred to. And we both assured him most 
positively that it was false from beginning to 


end. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman cries out 
before he is hurt, either by the paper or by me, 

Mr. LOGAN. Oh, yes. 

Mr. SCHENCK. TI'inding this movement 
made, and seeing what seemed to be a pre- 
monition of the movement, 8 prefiguration of 
it, a preparation for it, it was but natural I 
should put the two together, as I did the mo- 
ment I cast my eye upon the paper. I heard 
no remark made about the paper. I did not 
know it had been shown to anybody else, and 
I had never seen it before. When [ was inter- 
rupted in reading an extract from that paper I 
was not saying that there was any combination 
on the part of the gentlemen there named. 
They are not charged with anything of the kind 
in the paper. ‘Therefore I say the gentleman 

. from Illinois [Mr. Locan] cries out before he is 
hurt. The paper apraka of the propriety of a 
movement of this kind, in order to take the 
business of the House out of tho hands of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, or of certain 

_ members of that committee who are named by 
the editor, in order to do what? Not to give 
it to a combination of members of this House, 
but to put it in the hands of other gentlemen, 
whom the editor names as tariff reformers, and 

.. whom it would seem the editor desires to have 

charge of it rather than some of the rest of us. 

Mr. LOGAN. Allow me to-correct a state- 
ment I made. Upon talking with Mr. Hooper, 
| I understand that Mr. ALLISON was not pres- 
ent when he showed the paper to me; 80 that, 

: so far as that is concerned, I will correct my 

|| statement. I was sitting here when.the paper 
| was shown to me, and some gentleman was 
|, present, 

| Mr. JUDD. I ask the gentleman from 

|; Ohio to allow me, before 
| Mr. SCHENCK. I will finish my own re- 
i| marks first. I would have gladly said, if those 
| gentlemen had permitted me, something about 
|| my own position in regard to the tariff. I ant 
i| not of those: who are called high protective 
| tariff men. I have my own views in regard to 

a reduction of the present tariff, and this bill 

|; if fairly considered shows what those views 
are. As it was first introduced this bill abates 

i $23,000,000 of the present duties. 

Mr. ALLISON. I raise the point that the 

gentleman is not in order. 

_Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman from Iili- 

, nois [Mr. Jupp] was permitted to express his 

views of the tariff, and I am not to be allowed 
to state mine. Very well; I will let it go then. 

Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman yield to me 
fora minute?  .- 

Mr. SCHENCK. How much time have I 
remaining? ; 

The SPEAKER. There are two minutes of 
the hour remaining. 

Mr. BECK. I do not want but a minute 


or two. . 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will yield to the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. BECK. While I am opposed to the 
| tariff bill now before the House paragraph by 
| paragraph, with very few exceptions, I am 
very much opposed to the motion of the gen- 
tleman from illinois, pes Jupp, ] because if 
' it should be adopted Í believe it would bes 
i confession by the members of this House, and 
the country would so regard it, that we have 
not capacity enough to understand this bill by 
detail, if we give it up aa now proposed. 
we take the bill out of the hands of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means we shall be de- 
prived of the opportunity which we now enjoy 


F ; ; the 
king from them information upon, 
Beat Hews as they arise relating to subjects 
ou which they t labo 
As the bill is now proceeding, we can Inquire 
ag each paragraph is reached what will be its 
effect as compared with the existing law, 
whether i 3 a re 
a change of classification 5, 
formation we ma} c 
amend the provision. according to our own 
judgment. ‘These facilities, for acting intelli- 
gently on the various questions as they arise 
would be denied us if the matter were taken 
out of the 


Means. 
motion would be a reflection upon the 
capacity of the House ; from it the country 
would understand that we had abandoned in 
utter despair the effort to revise the tariff, con- 
fessing our inability to understand the propo- 
sitions invo ved. , 

Mr. SCHENCK. I now demand the pre- 
vious question. ` 

Mr. JUDD. 
from Obio to 

Mr. BROO 
to say a few words. i i 

Mc. SCHENCK. If Iyield to one I must 
yield to all; therefore I feel compelled to insist 
on the demand for the previous question. 

Mr.JUDD. [think it is unfair for the gen- 
tileman from Ohio to impugn my. motives and 
then refuse me the floor for the purpose of a 
reply. Iask that the House will not sustain 
the demand for the previous question till I can 
be heard. 

On seconding the demand for the previous 
question there were——ayes 96, noes 24, 

Mr. JUDD. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was ordered ; which was 
upon the motion of Mr. Jupp that all special 
orders in Committee of the Whole be post- 
poned in order to take up the general Calendar. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recars 
on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Scuencx,] that the House resolve itself 
mto the Committee of the Whole on the special 
order. 

Several Members. Let us adjourn. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I hope we may sit for 
about an bour. > 

Mr. RANDALL. With the permission of 
the gentleman from Ohio, 1 will move that the 
House adjourn. The gentleman has had his 
victory ; he ought now to let us have a little 


rest. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
House adjourn. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave of absence for one week. 

Mr. POLAND, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave of absence for one week. 

Mr. WELKER, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave of absence for one week, com- 
mencing next Monday. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. WINANS, by unanimous consent ob- 
tained leave to withdraw from the files of the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions the papers of 
ee W. Henry, Phoebe J. Tracy, and Mary 
isher. : 


and upon the in- 


I appeal to the gentleman 


I move that the 


COINAGE. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting to 
the House the draft of a bill revising the laws 
relative to mints, assay offices, and coinage of 
the United States; which, with accompanying 
papers, was referred to the Committee on Coin- 
age, Weights, and Measures. ia 

ADJOURNMENT. ' 


Mr. SCHENCK. In compliance with what 
seems to bè the general wish of members, I 


t makes a reduction of the duty or | 


may oppose or advocate or | 


hands of the Committee of Ways | 
More than that, the adoption of | 


ield to me for a few moments, | 


S, of New York. I would like | 


have spent months of labor. | 


i 


i 


will withdraw my motion to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole thatthe motion for adjourn- 
ment may be adopted. : 

The question being taken on the motion of 
Mr. Farxswortn, that the House adjourn, it 
was agreed to. 

So the House (at four o'clock 
journed. a ee 


p. m.) ad- 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: . 

By Mr. ARCHER: The petition of William 
Billingslea and 43 others, citizens of Mary- 
land, praying a reduction of the tariff on tea, 
sugar, and coffee. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Robert 
Patterson, a soldier of the war of 1812, praying 
Congress to grant him a pension. 

By Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana: The peti- 
tion and documents of J. H. Estes, for addi- 


tional allowance for carrying mails in the State | 


of Louisiana. . 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of Francis 
M. Strong and ‘Thomas Ross, of Brandon, Ver- 
mont, for relief. E 

By Mr. WINCHESTER: The petition of 
Henry B. Miller, praying for back pensions. 


- IN-SENATE. 
` Moxpay, May 2, 1870. 


f Frager by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
wan, D. D. ' 
The Journal of Friday last was read and 
approved. , 
COURTS IN WISCONSIN. 


. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sub- 
mits an amendment of the House of Represent- 
atives to a Senate bill. This was submitted on 
Friday last, being in regard to circuit courts 
in the State of Wisconsin, and the Senator 
from Wisconsin in front of the Chair [Mr. 
Howe] asked that it should be laid over until 
his colleague [Mr. CARPENTER] appeared. 

The Senate proceeded to.consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the 


the circuit and district courts for the district 
of Wisconsin. The‘amendment was to strike 
out all of the original bill after the enacting 


clause and to insert the folowing in lieu thereof: | 


That tho cireuit and district courts of the United 
States in the district of Witeonsin shall commence 
at the city of Milwaukeeon the first Monday of April 
and on the second Monday of October in each year, 
and on the fourth Monday of June in each year in 
the city.of Madison. . 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That special terms 


of said courts may be ordered and held by the judges. 


of said courts respectively at either the city of Mil- 
waukee or the city of Madison, as business may re- 
quire, and that a venire may issue for a grand or petit 
jary toattend any such special term : Provided, That 
no special term of the circuit court shall be called 
without tho concurrence of the circuit judge. 

_ Seo. 3. And beit further enacted, That all recog- 
nizances, indictments, writs, process, and other pro- 
ceedings, civil and criminal, pow pending in either 
of said courts, shall be entered, heard, and tried at 
‘the times for holding said courts respectively, as 


| herein provided 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall take effect and be in force from and after the 
ist day of June, 1870; and all acts and parts of acts 
authorizing the holding of stated or s ecial terms 
of either of said courts be, and are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I move that the Senate 
concur in the amendment of the House. Itis 
satisfactory in every respect. 

The motion was agreed to. 

‘PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. ROBERTSON 
of James C. Tradewell, of Columbia, South 
Carolina; of Reuben Harman, of Lexington, 
South Carolina; of George W. Boswell, of 
‘Green county, Georgia; of W. S. Boyd, of 


Lincoln county, Virginia; of J. H. Brightly, : 
of Oglethorpe county, Georgia ; of A. M. Bar- — 


rett, of Dawson county, Georgia ; of Stephen 


Í 


i 
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Turner, of Colquitt county, Georgia ; of John 
T. Floyd, of Twiggs county, Georgia; of Wil- 


| liam W. Erwin, of Union county, Georgia; and 


i 


‘ of John W. Lee, of Port Republic, 
i ham county, Mas ta of R. M. Mooney, of 


| Virginia; 


of W. B. Gerry, of Bibb county, Georgia, pray- 


| ing the removal of their political disabilities ; 


ji 


which were referred to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
He also presented the petitions of Philip R. 


| Simmons, John E. Caldwell, and B. F. Haine, 
| Hall county, Georgia; of S. L. Hilton, of Haral- 


son county, Georgia, and of C. C. Hammock, of 
Fulton county, Georgia, praying the removal 
of their political disabilities ; which were re- 


i ferred to the select Committee on the Removal 


of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented the petition of 
Edward Higgins, of Norfolk, Virginia, pray- 
ing the removal of his political disabilities; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 


| the Removal of. Political Disabilities. 


‘Mr. STOCKTON. I also present a remon- 
strance of certain citizens of New Jersey against 


| the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 1492) for 


the relief of John Young. I move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. WILLEY. As the case of Young’s 
patent has been reported upon and is now on 
the Calendar, I think the petition had better 
be laid on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The committee 
having reported, the petition will be laid on the 


table. ; 

Mr. SPENCER presented the. petition of 
William Powers, of Lauderdale county, Ala- 
bama, praying the removal of his political dis- 
abilities; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. se 

Mr. LEWIS presented the petitions of John 
B. Cary, of Richmond, Virginia; of John H. 
Ralston, jr., of Rockingham county, Virginia ; 
Rocking- 


of A. H. Fulks, of Cootes’s Store, 
of Montilla Clark, of Palmyra, Flu- 
vanna county, Virginia; of B, W. Talley, of 
Hanover county, Virginia; of Richard Miller, 


Virginia; 


. | of Shenandoah county, Virginia; of R. W. 
` Crittenden, of Richmond, 


irginia; of P. P. 


| Frayser, of Richmond, Virginia, and of Wil- 
bill (S. No. 684) to change thetime of holding | 


resented the petitions || 


liam B. Hughes, of Mecklenburg county, Vir- 


| ginia, praying the removal of their political 


disabilities; which were referred to the select 
Committee on: the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities, i ; 
Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
F. J. Lundy, of Grayson county, Virginia ; of 
James C. Kasey, of Bedford county, Virginia ; 
of William H. Kelly, of Tazewell county, Vir- 
inia; of Marion Clingenpeel, of Floyd county, 
irginia ; of Arthur B. Hall _of Nansemond 
county, Virginia; of L. H. Bowell, of Frank- 
lin county, Virginia; of Lewis Dillion, of 


| Franklin county, Virginia; of Z. Montgomery, 


of Carroll county, Virginia; of Granville Jones 
and William J. Clark, of Tazewell county, 
Virginia ;. of Alexander Coke, of Princess 
Anne Court-House, Virginia; of John W. 
Myers, of Highland county, Virginia; of John 


| Orguin, jr., of Lunenburg county, Virginia ; 
| of John Cleek, of Bath county, Virginia; of 


Inman H. Payne, of Fauquier county, Vir- 
ginia; and of David G. Cleek and George 
W. Cleek, of Bath county, Virginia, praying 


| theremoval of their political disabilities ; which 


were referred to the select Committee on the 


! Removal of Political Disabilities. 


Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Peter 
P. Pitchlynn, delegate of the Choctaw nation 
of Indians, praying the énactment of a law 
authorizing the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to 
issue and deliver to that nation of Indians the 
bonds of the United States provided for in the 
act of March 2, 1861, making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian department and for fultilling treaty 
stipulations, &e.; which was referred to the 


i Committee on Indian Affairs. 


| Bawin, of Wilcox county, Georgia; of Amos ,. 


Mr. FENTON. I present a memorial of 
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citizens of New York, rembastrating ‘against | 
the extension of John Young's patent for wash- 
ing and wringing machines. i ask its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Patents. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The chairman 


i ing machines. ve m | 
| the Calender, I move that these petitions lie ; 


! on the table. 


of the committee states that the bill on that | 
subject has been reported upon and is now on | 


the Calendar ; and the petition, therefore, will 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of 
William A. Richardson and others, surviving 


Prive enmen of the war of 1812, residing at ` 


farblehead, Massachusetts, praying to be 
allowed pensions; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, remonstrating against a continu- 
ance of the income tax ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance.. 

He also presented the petitions of Jesse G. 
Sims, of Hardin county, Texas: of John Gran- 
berry, of Angelina county, Texas; of J. W. | 
Hamilton, of Sumter county, Texas; and of 
Jefferson Shook, of Cherokee county, Texas, 
praying the removal of their political disabili- 
ties; which were referred to the select Com- 
mittee on thè Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petition of Willis C. 
Hadley, late a musician of the twenty-seventh 
regiment New York State volunteers, praying 
to be relieved from an order of the Secretary 
of War of December 4, 1862, wherein he stands 
charged with desertion from the Army ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of 
Reuben Harmon, of Lexington, South Caro- 
lina, praying the removal of his political dis- 
abilities; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities, 

Mr. POOL presented the petitions of Alex- 
ander Conrad, of Davidson county, North Car- 
olina, and of J. C. 8. Harris, of Wake county, 
North Carolina, praying the removal of their 
political disabilities; which were referred to 
the select Committee on the Removal of Polit- 
ical Disabilities. 

Mr. CAMERON presented two memorials of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 1492) for 
the relief of John Young; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of Professor 
Antisell, urging Congress to provide for the 
cultivation of plantations o 
tree, to the ead that this country may secure 
a supply of. quinine, to provide against the 
destruction of these trees in the region which 
now produces the supply of this important 
artitle; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. ed : 

_ Mr. HAMLIN presented a memorial of 
one hundred and eleven citizens, property- 
owners of the District of Colambia, living 
near the Tiber creek, protesting 
ing the cost of arching that creek on property | 
immediately contiguous thereto; which was ` 
referred to the Committee on the District of - 
Columbia. i t : 

He also presented a memorial of Edward 
Neal, of Wiscassett, Maine, and a memorial | 
of Elijah Danbar, of New York, remonstrating 
against the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 
1492) for the relief of John Young, who prays 
for an extension of his patent for washingand 
wringing machinee; which were ordered to lie | 
on the table. O d 
_ Mr. SHERMAN. T present certain papers |; 
from the Treasury Department, tables, &c., |: 
‘to beeen al the report Í presented the other | 
day in regard to the bill (3. No. 859) revising ` 
‘the laws relative to the mints, assay offi¢es, and `, 
‘coinage of the United States. I move that | 
they be printed with that report and referred i 
to the Committee on Finance. H 
“ The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. 


in 


the cinchona ., 


: sidered and agreed to. `- ; 
ainst assess- ., . 


. Was agreed to. i 


{ present two petitions į tion will be placed on the Calendar. 
from corporations and citizens of Boston, pro- |; 


testing against the bill for tho extension of 
John Young’s patent for washing and wring- 
As that biil, I believe, is on 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented a petition of 
coal dealers in the District of Columbia, ask- 
ing protection against fraudulent Government 
contracts in the District; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of | 
Mrs. Isabella Fogg, of Quincy, Illinois, pray- 
ing an increase of her pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petition 
of David Foulk and others, citizens of Spar- 
tanburg and Laurens counties, South Carolina, 

raying that the old mail route from Spartan- 
bie to Laurensville, via Walnut Grove, Hill’s 
Factory, Mountain Shoals, and Seuffleton, be 
reéstablished ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. FLANAGAN presented the petitions 
of William Pelham, of Travis county, Texas, 
and of Jim Farr, of Greenville, Hunt county, 
Texas, praying the removal of their political 
disabilities; which were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 577) to provide for the sale of the dimin- 
ished reserve and trust lands of the Kansas or 
Kaw tribes of Indians in the State of Kansas, 
and for the settlement of said Indians in the 
Indian territory, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. HARLAN. The same committee have 
instructed me to report back to the Senate 
sundry letters of the Secretary of the Interior 
making special estimates for the Indian ser- 
vice, with propositions of amendment to the 
bill (H. R. No. 1169) making appropriations 
for the current and contingent. expenses of the 
Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations, so called, with variogs Indian | 
tribes for the year ending June 80, 871,:and 
for other purposes. I move that these amend- 
ments be referred tothe Oommittee-on Appro- | 
priations. Aas 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a motion to print 
five hundred extra copies of the letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to the chairman of 
the Committee: on Finance, communicating 


` the report of John Jay Knox in relation to a 


revision of the laws pertaining to the Mint and 


. coinage of the United States for the use of the 


Treasury Department, have instructed me to ` 
report it back and recommend its pasgage. 
‘he motion-was, by unanimous consent, con- <; 

: , _ |! 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil- » 
itary Affairs, to whom was referred the. biil 
(S. No. 840) for the better protection of the | 
rontiers of Texas, reported adversely thereon | 
and moved its indefinite postponement; which | 


He also, from the same committee, to whom li 


- was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. |” 
146) giving officers of the Army detailed at 
: literary institations the same. pay and allow- 


ances as those on active duty, reported ad- 
versely thereon and moved ite indefinite post- |: 
ponement; which was-agreed to. © 

He also, from the same committea, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H. R.. No. 
158) for pay of one year’s salary to the execu- 
tors of Generat John A. ‘Rawlins, for the ben- | 
efit of his fathily, reported it without amend- | 
ment, and asked for its présent consideration. ; 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We shall’retich it to-day | 
ón the Calendar. ’ ~ 3 i È | 
“The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu- | 


i f 
Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on |! 


Agriculture, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 20) to encourage the production of cotton 
inthe United States, reported adversely thereon 
and moved its indefinite postponement ; which 


i| was agreed to. 


Mr. EDMUNDS, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Mary F. Prindle, praying to be allowed nrrearg 
of pension, reported'a bill (S. No. 866) for the 
relief of Mary F. Prindle; which wag read, and 
passed to n second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Walter Harriman, 
praying that a pension be granted to the widow 
of Joshua F. Littlefield in accordance with the 
rank of lieutenant colonel of the eleventh New 
Hampshire volunteers, to which he had been 
appointed, submitted an adverse report; and 
the committee was discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The same committee, 
to whom was referred the petition of Mary 
Louise Garesché, with the bill (S. No. 618) 
increasing the pension of Mary Louise Gare- 
sché, widow of Colonel Garesché, have in- 
structed me to submit an adverse report. I 
may say in presenting the report that the com- 
mittee report adversely not trom any want of 
sympathy with this lady, and a great many 
others in the same situation, but as a matter 
of duty, which we feel compelled to do on the 
ground that there are hundreds and thousands 
of ladies occupying precisely the same position 
of necessity and of sympathy with respect to 
the duty of the Government ‘that she does, 
We. think that she and others like her will be 
obliged tò wait until we shall be able to make 
a general provision for them ail alike, when 
the country gets a little stronger, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. “If there be no 
objection the bill will be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. POMEROY. I. think that bili had 
better go on the Calendar. - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will 
be placed on the Calendar, with the adverse 
report. . E 

_Mr. EDMUNDS. The same committee, to 


: whom was referred the petition of Abigail Bar- 
_ ton, praying to be allowed a pension, have in- 


structed me to report adversely on the ground 


that she seems to be entitled to a pension under 
: the general law on the statements in her peti- 


tion. We ask to be discharged from its further 
consideration. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The same committee, to 
whom was referred the. petition. of Margaret 
C. Bell, praying for an increased pension, make 
an adverse report. This petition stands on 
precisely the same grounds that the bill in favpr 
of Mrs. Garesché does. She is the widow of 


i: Rear Admiral Bell, who very gallantly served 
| inthe war; she'gets thirty dollars a month and 


wants fifty dollars. Acting upon the same 
reasons, the committee have instructed me to 
report adversely on this and to ask.to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration. If it 
should be the will of the Senate to grant the 
increase in this case, there are a great’ many 
we shall desirte to act ón favorably. 

` The report. was agreed to. > 2 °° 7 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The same committes, to 


|| whom was referred the petition of William H. 
' Kahns and others, praying for the: payment 


of pensions from March 8, 1865, to June 6, 
1866, being the time they were disallowed 
pensions on account of being employed. in:the 


. civilservice of the United States, have instructed 
me to. report the same back, and ask to be 
diseharged from its. further consideration. 


We do not think it wise to enter on any legis- 
lation upon.that subject... . “Bea 3 


_, The report wag agreed to. ; 


Mr. EDMUNDS, fromthe same conmnittee, 
to whom was referred the.bill (H. R. No. 1467) 
to. construe certain acts therein cited in rela- 
tión to pensions, approved July 27, 1868, re- 
‘ported it with amendments. © > ` 
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He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Joseph Shelton; 
praying for bounty as a private in company A, 
thirteenth Kansas volunteers, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration ; 
was agreed to. on 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
wag referred the petition of John Coonan, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. | 
865) increasing the pension of John Coonan. | 
The bill was read and passed to a second read- 
ing, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

ie also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the petitions of Pantha Paxton, 


Ruth Yates, Adam Pence; and Hiram Pepples, |, 
praying to be allowed pensions, and that pen- | 
sions be granted to the surviving soldiers of the | 
war of 1812, asked to be discharged from their | 


which |; : 
|| Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 
i Clement Wetle, praying for damages for dep- || 


them the amount realized by the Government 
for the sale of the bark Ingomar, submitted 
an adverse report; which was ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. ROSS, from the Committee on Indian 


redations committed by the Sioux Indians, in 
i 1861, reported adversely thereon. ; 
Healso, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the petition of Antoinette Dar- 
‘ling, asking indemnity for damages sustained 
| by Indian depredations in Minnesota, reported 
' an amendment on that subject, to be offered to 
the.Indian appropriation bill; which, with the 
petition and papers, was referred to the Com- 
mittee-on Appropriations. 


farther consideration; which was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom : 


was referred a memorial of Elias Combs and 
` others, soldiers of the war of 1812, praying 
that pensions be granted to the surviving soldiers 
and to the widows of soldiers of that war, asked 


to be discharged from its farther consideration; | 


which was agreed to. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the Com- 


mittee on Finance, to whom was referred the | 


petition of Reuben Grindle, submitted a report, 


accompanied by -a bill (S. No. 868) for the | 


relief of Reuben Grindle. . 

The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading; and the report was ordered to be 
printed. - l 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, who were by a resolution of the 
Senate instructed to inquire into and report 
upon the expediency of abolishing the Military 


Academy at West Point, and of substituting in | 
lieu thereof an assignment of military officers } 


to duty at various colleges throughout the Union, 
to instruct the youth of the country in military 


that will relieve the Government of the expense | 
of educating and supporting young men for | 
Army service who never perform the same, and | 


desire it to secure a military education at their | 
own expense, asked to be discharged from the | 
further consideration of the subject; which was | 
-agreed to. ' ; . ; 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of members of the 
Universal Peace Union and Friends of Peace 
in America, remonstrating against any enlarge- 
ment of the Military Academy at West Point, 
asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration ; which was agreed to. - 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of retired officers of 
the Army, praying that they may be allowed 
their full salary as such retired officers, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration ; 
which was agreed to. i 

_ Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of 
‘Mary M. Batts, reported a bill (S. No. 867) 
granting a pension to Mary M. Butts; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 
_ He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1336) grant- 
ing a pension to Anna B. Snyder, reported it 
Without amendment. | ial 

Mr. McCREERY, from the Committee on 

ensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 1410) granting a pension to Sarah R. 
Dick, submitted an adverse report. __ 

Mr. McCREERY. The same committee, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1411) 
granting a pension to Robert H. Brown, of 

hampaign county, Illinois, have direeted me 
to report it back, and recommend its indefinite 
postponement, on the ground that if the case 
i ane represented it comes under the general 


The bill was postponed indefinitely. 


Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Claims, || 


to whom was referred the memorial of L. Mer- 
chant & Co., praying Congress to refund to 


‘| J. Richardson, praying that the Court of Claims 
l! be authorized to hear his claim for compensa: 
i| tion for the use of the steamer Niagara, char- 
' tered by the Government on the 27th day of 
November, 1862, asked to be discharged from 
l: its further consideration ; which was agreed to. 
| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
|| was referred the petition of William R. Mason, 
praying compensation for property taken, used, 
| and destroyed by United States troaps in.1861, 
asked to be discharged from ita further consid- 
eration; which was agreed tos © č -a 

i| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the petition of William H. Gould, 
|| administrator of James Gould, deceased, father 
|| of Charles M. V. Gould, deceased, late private 
‘ company A, third West Virginia volunteers, 
| praying the payment of $100 bounty due the 
‘father of deceased soldier, asked to be dis- 
charged from. its further consideration; which 
i was agreed to. ; 
it. He also, from the same committee, to whom 


: y ! 1 . was referred the petition of J, C. Lewis, pray- | 
science, or to inaugurate some other systema: ing compensation for property taken from him |. 


: 1868, asked to be discharged from its further 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
i was referred the petition of the United. States 


| of the Trani mag be authorized to issue to 
said company United States bonds and cou: 


notes destroyed by fire on the Erie railroad in 
1866, submitted a report accompanied bya bill 


xpress Company. 

The bill was read, 
reading, and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WILLEY,. from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
J. S. Golladay and John. W. Bowling, praying 
to be remunerated for fifty barrels of whisky 
| libeled and sold under act of July 18 
iby the district court for. the district of Ken- 
| tucky, reported adversely thereon, and asked to 

be discharged from its further cansideratipn ; 
which wag agreed tos >- epy 


| ing compensation for deepening the channel 
across the bar at the mouth of the southwest- 
ern pass of the mouth of the Mississippi river, 
submitted á report accompanied -by a bill (S. 
No. 869) for the relief of Horace Tyler.: The 
bill was read and passed to a second reading, 
and the report was rdered to be printed. 


Military Affairs, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Anna Ella Carroll, praying compensa- 
: tion for suggesting certain plans of operation 


late war, submitted an adverse report thereon, 
‘and asked to be discharged from its further 


' consideration; which was agreed to. 
l . SHAWNEE RESERVATION. 


ou Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the 


< Mr. SCOTT, from the Committee on Claims, | 
to whom was referred the petition of Andrew | 


joint resolution (S. R. No. 49) directing the 
Secretary of the Interior to issue a patent to 
the. Indiana Yearly Meeting of the Society 
of Friends for a certain tract of land in the 
Shawnee reservation, to report it back with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. MORTON. If there be no objection I 
should be glad to have that resolution put on 
its passage at once. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution. It directs the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to cause to be issued to 
the-Indiana Yearly Meeting of the religious 
Society of Friends a patent for a certain three 
hundred and twenty acre tract of land on which 
are located the Friends’ manual labor school 
buildings in Johnson county, Kansas, in pur- 
suance of ‘an agreement entered into on the 


' by the quartermaster’s department in 1862 and | 


£ } 0 ' consideration; which. was agreed to. Curt 
by which opportunity may be given to all who | 


. Express Company, praying that the Secretary ` 
i| Peter N. Jonte; 


pons and interest notes, in lieu of bonds and | 


S. No. 870) for the relief of the United States | 


‘and passed to.a second || JameatC. ou 


1861, | 


| He also, from the same-committee, to whom | 
_was referred the petition of Harace Tyler, pray- | 


‘ Mr. CAMERON, from the Committea on | 


for the armies of the United States during the | 


Mr. ROSS. Iam directed by the Committee | 


18th of September, 1858, between Simon D. 
| Marcy, superintendent, on the part of the 
7 Friends, and the agents and councilmen of the 
Shawnee tribe of Indians, and ratified in a full 
'; general council of the Indians, on the receipt 
of $500 by the Secretary to be paid into their 
tribal fund for general beneficent purposes. 
-` T'he joint resolation was reported to the Sen- 
ate withoutamendment, ordered to be engrossed 
|| for-a third reading, read the third time, and 
! passed, © OE is i 
oi iX MESSAGE TROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 

tives, by Mr. Ctinron Luoyp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the Houge had passed the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolution, in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was requested : 
. A bill (H. R. No. 486) to extend the time 
for the completion of the military road from 
Fort Wilkins, at. Copper Harbor, in the State 
: of Michigan, to Fort Howard, at Green Bay, 
in the State of Wisconsin ; 


A bill.(H. R. No. 1140) for the relief of 


| Charles Trichler, of the county of Adams, 


Obia; .. A fs . 

A bill (H. R. No. 1218) for the. relief of 
! William P. Emerey, late captain fifty-eighth 
: United States coloved infantry; ... 

A bill (H. R. No. 1831) for the relief of A. 
F. McMillan; Bho 
A bill (H. R. No. 1901) for the relief of 


A bill (H. R, No. 1902) for the relief of 
i| Francis A. Conwell; . i 
- A bil (H. R.. No. 1903) to authorize the pay- 
|| ment of hounty to Ann McCarthy; 

A bill (H. B..No. 1904) for the relief of 


rong; os 

A biil (H. R; No. 1905) for the relief of 
Howell H. ‘Trask ; CORREO i 

A bill (H. R. No. 1906) providing for the 
| payment of veteran bounty to certain enlisted 
‘men of the first regiment of New York'maunted 


‘rifles; i l 

‘en bill (H. R. No. 1907). for the relief of B. 
-A bill (H.R. No. 1908) for the relief of 
‘Mrs. ‘Ruhany Brown ; a sit 


| A bill (H. R. No. 1909) to provide for pay- 
ment of bounty to certain officers of volun- 


i| teers ; f 
H. R. No. 1911) for the relief of 


| _ A bill ( 
| George W. Steele; - i 
i| A bill (H. R. No. 1912) to extend the time 
|| within which persons elected to office may take 
‘the oath prescribed in the act entitled “An 
act to admit the State of Texas to representa- 
‘tion in the Congress of the United States,” 
i approved March 30, 1870 

i) A dill (H.R. No. 1950)" granting a pension 
to Mary Lincoln’; and i 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 274) relating 
to Fort Craig military reservation. 

The message also announced that the House 
had concurred in the amendment of the Sen- 
ate to the joint resolution (H. R. No. 146) for 
i the return of evidence of honorable discharge 
to officers. - 

The message algo announced that the House 


li 
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had passed the following bills and joint reso- 


lutions of the Senate without amendment: 
A bill (S. No. 396) granting lands to aid in 


the construction ofa railroad and telegraph line | 


from Portland to Astoria and McMinnville, in 
the State of Oregon; 

A bill (S. No. 579) to create additional land 
districts in the Territory of Dakota, to be 
called the Springfield and Pembina districts ; 

A bill (S. No. 580) to fix the point of junc- 
tion of the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
and the Central Pacific Railroad Company ; 

A bill (S. No. 746) authorizing the Firat 
National Bank of Delhi, New York, to change 
its location ; : 

A bill (S. No. 774) to authorize the Burling- 
ton and Missouri River Railroad Nike grid or 
its assigns, to change the established line of 
gaid road in the State of Nebraska; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 23) for setting 
apart a portion of the Fort Snelling military 
reservation for a permanent military post, and 
the settlement of all claims in relation thereto ; 

A joint resolation \s: R. No, 78) relative to 
the establishment of a light-station on the 
Choptank river, in Maryland ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 159) authoriz- 
ing the Postmaster General to prescribe an 
earlier time for the execution of contracts by 
accepted bidders, and for other purposes; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 165) extending 
the time for the completion of the tirst section 
of twenty miles of the Cairo and Fulton rail- 
road. 

The m e further announced that the 
House insisted on its amendment, disagreed 
to by the Senate, to the bill (S. No. 95) in rela- 
tion to the Hot Springs reservation in Arkan- 
gas, agreed to a conference asked by the Sen- 
‘ate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
thereon, and had appo 


Mr. A. C. 
the same on its part. 


The message algo announced that the House | 


non-concurred in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill (H. R. No. 1084) to incorporate 
the Washington Market Company, asked a con- 


ference on the disagreeing votes of the two | 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. A. H. ` 


Tarver of New York, Mr. Joux A. Logan 
of Illinois, and Mr. C. H. Van Wycx of New 
York, managers at the same on its part. 


The message also announced that the House | 
had passed the joint resolution (S. R. No. 77) | 


authorizing the distribution of the copies re- 


maining in the Department of State of the | - 
Tributes of the Nations to Abraham Lincoln, | and ordered to be printed. 


inted Mr. J. P. Knort | 


of Kentucky, Mr. G. S. Orra of Indiana, and || consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


ocers of Arkansas, managers at . No. 876) to create a port of delivery at Duluth, 


nish the means of their vindication; which was 

read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 

tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. SAWYER asked, and by unanimons | 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


: No. 872) to amend an act entitled 
amend an act to establish a court for the | 


invesiigation of claims against the United : 
States ;’’ which was read twice by its title. 
Mr. SAWYER. I wish to say in reference 


i 


to this bill that the act establishing the Court © 


of Claims, asamended, requires parties making 
claims against the United States to prove their 
loyalty in all cases, whether the cause of the 
claim arose during or before the rebellion or 
since. This bill is to enable parties who have 
causes of claim against the United States hav- 
ing no relation to or connection with the rebel- 
lion, having arisen in matters entirely indiffer- 
ent to the rebellion, to come into the court 
although they cannot aver their loyalty. I 
move its reference to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimons con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
873) granting the right of way and lands to the 
Sacramento Irrigation and Navigation Com- 
pany; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous consent 


. obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 874) 


. mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be | 


with an amendment, in which it requested the | 


concurrence of the Senate. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Speaker of the Honse had signed the following 
enrolled bills and joint resolutions; and they 


were thereupon signed by the Vice President: | 

A bill (H. R. No. 9) to provide for the revis- | 
jon and consolidation of the statutes of the `! 
by unanimous consent to appoint the commit- 
tee, Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, Mr. Hamuiy, | 


United States; 


A bill (H. R. No. 945)'to provide for the | 


sarvey of the Fort Gratiot military reservation, 
in the State of Michigan; 
A joint resolution (H. R. No. 125) for the 


reliet of James L. Ridgely, collector of internal | 


revenue for the second district of Maryland; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 144) to enable 
the Court of Claims to hear and determine the 
elaim of E. Diekelman, a subject of the king 
of Prussia; and 

A joint resolution (H. R: No. 197) for the 
relief of George S. Atkinson, late assistant 
quartermaster of volunteers. i 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. POOL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
871) to enforce the fourteenth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, and to 


secure and protect the rights, privileges, and | 


immanities of American citizenship and to fur- 


i 
bi 


' construct a railroad from the St. Croix river 
or lake to the west end of Lake Superior and | 
i: to Bayfield; which was read twice by its title, |: 


: ington Market company, 


‘of the Senate to take up Senate bill No. 597, 


: complete the Calendar, if possible, to-day. | 
This bill was reported some | the following: 
time ago from the Committee on the District | 


to reimburse the State of Kansas for moneys : 
expended for the United States in enrolling, ; 
equipping, and provisioning militia forces to 

aid in suppressing the rebellion; which was | 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- : 


printed. 
Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 


Minnesota; which was read twice by its title. 


subject, which I now present, to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion (S. R. No. 187) extending the time to 


GLOBE. 


© directed to 


_ asa bill. 


$ 
: on Contingent Expenses. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I move the reference of the || 
bill, together with the petition on the same , 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 


WASITINGTON MARKET COMPANY. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, | 
| it was 
The message further announced that the | 


Ordered, That the Senate insist on its amendments 
to the bill (H. R. No. 1804) to incorporate the Wash- . 
disagreed to by the House ; 


of Representatives, and agree to the conference 


The VICE PRESIDENT being authorized 


and Mr. STOCKTON were appointed the com- | 


mittee of conference on the part of the Senate. | 
| of a standing committee on foreign postal and 


SOUTHERN MARYLAND RAILROAD. 
Mr. LEWIS. I ask the unanimous consent 


to authorize the authorities of the city of Wash- 


ington, District of Columbia, to indorse the : 
bonds of the Southern Maryland Railroad Com- || ' 


pany, at the present time, and put it on its | 


passage. ss. l 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The introduction 


of bills and joint resolutions is still in order; | 
“but the Senator from Virginis asks unanimous 
consent to take up the bill indicated by him. | 
i! Tributes of the Nations to Abraham Lincoln. 


We want to ; 9 e ou 
|| the words ‘‘to wit” and insert in lien thereof 


Mr. POMEROY. I think we had better go 
on with the Calendar to-day. 


Mr. LEWIS, 


| ate in reference to the order of business 


i 
asked by the House on the disagreeing votes on the i 
same. 

| objection the resolution will be laid on the 


May 2, 


se SS 


of Columbia, and came up in its order on the 
Calendar in my absence and was laid over on 
account of my absence. I hope there will be 
no objection to taking up the bill now, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It can be called up when 


“ An act to || the Calendar is taken up. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators sug- 
gest that the Senator from Virginia wait until 
the Senate resumes the Calendar, which will 
. be in a few moments. 


USE OF PATENTS BY TIIE GOVERNMENT, 


1 Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, submitted the 


following resolution; which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be di- 


rected to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws relating to patents that the right to 
tho freo use of every patent hereafter issued shall 
bo retained by the United States in all its dopart- 
mouts. 


0. B. HART. 


Mr. HOWE. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its present consideration : 


Resolved, That tho Secretary of the Senato be 

p out of the contingont fund of the 

Senate to 0. B. Hart, claimant of a seatin tho Senate 

. from tho State of Florida, the usual mileage of n 

. Senator and the monthly pay from the date of pro- 

senting his credentials until tho passage of tho res- 
olution declaring him not entitled to a seat. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless objected 
to, the resolution is before the Senate. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from South Carolina objects. As this resolu- 
tion appropriates money from the contingent 

, fund, it will have to be considered the same 
Tt will be regarded as read the first 
and second time, and the Senator from South 
. Carolina objects to its consideration to-day. 
Mr. HOWE. I should like to inquire of 


'! the Senator from South Carolina if he desires 


| a reference of this resolution? 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HOWE. Let it go to the Committee 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the resolution will be referred to the 
Committee to Audit and Control the Contin- 
| gent Expenses of the Senate. 


CHANGE OF RULE. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
business is exhausted. The Secretary will 
report the first resolution on the Calendar of 
resolutions which was laid over under the rule. 

The Secretary read the resolution submitted 
by Mr. Witt1ams on the 6th of April last, as 
. follows: - 


Resolved, That the rule last adopted by the Sen- 
eso con- 
strued as not to apply to the morning hour. 


; Mr. WILLIAMS. Let that lie on the table. 
: Mr. ANTHONY. Let it be indefinitely post- 
, poned. 
i Mr. EDMUNDS. It is just as well on the 
table. That gets it off the Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


t 
li 
table. - 

-POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH COMMITTEE. 


The next resolution on the Calendar was one 
submitted by Mr. Core, for the appointment 


telegraphic communication. x 
e. EDMUN DS. I move that that resolu- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Rules. 
Mr. COLE. I have no objection. ` 
The motion was agreed to. 


TRIBUTES TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


i ‘The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


. ate the amendment of the House of Repre- 
| sentatives to the joint resolution (S. R. No. 77) 
i authorizing the distribution of the copies rè- 


| maining in the Department of State of the 


The amendment was to strike out all after 


Three copies to each Senator and member of the 


1870. 


— 
ar 


House of Representatives of the Forty-First Congress, 


remainder cues 
Snn to such persons as ho shall indicate, the 
À ave 


9 of S i authority to 
Stnished A a E at Brintine Office such 
copies as may need the same. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think that had better 
be referred to the Committee on Printing. | 

Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me we might 
as well dispose of the question at once. l do 
not care What plan is adopted, but the books 
ought to be disposed of. They are in the way 
and are uane up the Department. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I have no objection to 
the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. ANTHONY subsequently said: I move 
to reconsider the vote by which the Senate 

to the House amendment to the joint 

resolution in regard to the distribution of the 

Lincoln testimonial, I think the matter re- 
uires examination. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to ; 
and the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the joint resolution was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


BILLS ON THE CALENDAR, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will 

now proceed to consider the bills on the Cal- 
endar. 
Mr. LEWIS. I ask the unanimons consent 
of the Senate to consider at this time the bill 
(S. No. 597) to authorize the authorities of 
the city of Washington, District of Colambia, 
to indorse the bonds of the Southern Maryland 
Railroad Company, which was passed over in 
my absence last week. 

Mr. CONKLING., I dislike to interpose an 
objection, bat I think that bill should never 
pass, and therefore I am constrained to object 
to its being taken up now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will 
remain on the Calendar. 

WYOMING TERRITORIAL ACTS. 

Mr. NYE. On Friday a bill was called 
up providing for annulling certain laws of the 
Legislative Assembly of Wyoming Territory. 
Objection was made to the first pe: which 


was proposed to be annulled. In the absence of 
the Reastor from Michigan, [Mr. Howarp, ] 
who had charge of that bill, { take the liberty 


of saying that we will consent to let the first 
act mentioned be stricken out. I think we 
can then without much debate pass the rest of 
the bill. I ask the indulgence of the Senate 
for that parpose. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair is 
under the impression that the bill referred to 
was passed over informally. 

Mr. NYE. It was. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection it will be resamed, subject of course 
to objection. The question is on the passage 
of the bill (S. No. 616) to repeal certain acts 
passed by the territorial Legislature of Wyom- 
ing. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I made some objection 
to that bill the other day. I think the first act 
that it is proposed to repeal is not particularly 
objectionable. Ido not see why the Legisla- | 


ture of Wyoming should not pass that bill if - 


they desired to do so. A part of the second 
act, I think, is objectionable. The fourth sec- + 
tion of that act provides that no judge of any 
court shall restrain the collection of taxes, and 
the sixth section of that same act declares : 

‘i That the provisions of this act, as mear as may | 
» Shall apply to the collection of taxes heretofore 
assessed and levied on the property of any corpora- 
tion doing business within this Territory, excepting 
Corporations organized for mining or milling pur- 


Poses,” 
, [think it should apply to all corporations if 
it does at all. Ido not believe in singling out 
one. If this bill can be limited to declaring | 
nulland void the fourth and sixth sections of the | 
act regarding the collection of taxes, and also 
eclaring void all the sections of the other acts 
referred to here, I should have no objection to | 


‘it. Ithink that the 
to bo distributed by the Secretary | | 


rovisions in the other 
aw which authorize the territorial courts in 
Wyoming to appoint a receiver to take posses- 
sion of the Great Pacific railroad on a claim 
of damages or debt by some one very improper. 
A man who has a claim against the Union 


Pacific railroad is allowed to go into equity ex 


parte instead of establishing his claim in the 
first instance, and a receiver is to be appointed 
to take possession of that road. 
power that the territorial courts in Wyoming 
ought not to be vested with, and I am quite 
willing myself to vote for a bill that shall de- 
clare inoperative those provisions of the statute. 

Mr. NYE. I have no objection to the alter- 
ation proposed by the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My motion is to strike 
out the words in the fourth line ‘an act enti- 
tled ‘An act to protect railroad employés 
who are injured while performing their duties; 
also’ ”’ and insertin lieu thereof the words ‘‘ the 
foori and sixth sections of an act;’’ so as to 
read: 


That the folowing aots passed by tho Legislaturo 
of the Territory of Wyoming, to wit: the fourth and 
sixth sections of an act entitled “An act providin 
for the collection of taxes horetofore assessed an 
levied in this Territory;” also an act entitled “An 
act to creato and regulate corporations,” be, and 
the same are hereby, disapproved, repealed, and 
declared null and void. 


The title of this last act is not given in’ the 
laws we have before us. 


nine, fifty, fifty-one, and so on to the fifty-nint 


I should be unwilling to repeal the first forty- | 


eight sections of the act without knowing what 
they are. I have no objection to repealing 
these sections. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Repeal ‘sections forty- 
nine to fifty-nine inclusive.” 

Mr. TRUMBULL. After the word ‘‘also,’’ 
in line eight, I move to insert ‘‘sections forty- 
nine to fifty-nine inclusive of an act entitled.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The third line 
of the bill should read ‘the following sections 
of acts.” 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir. Let the Sec- 
retary read it now as he has it amended. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The vote order- 
ing the bill to a third reading will be regarded 
as reconsidered. 

The Secretary. The bill, if amended as 
proposed, will read: 

That the following sections of acts passed by the 


Legislature of the Territory of Wyoming, to wit, the 
fourth and sixth sections of an act entitled ** An act 


, providing for the collection of taxes heretofore 

„ assessed and levied in this Territory ;” also sections 
forty-nine to fifty-nine, both inclusive, of an act 

n act to create and regulate corpora- . 


entitled ‘A 
tions” be, and tho same are hereby, disapproved, 
repealed, and declared null and void. 


_ The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to. be engrossed for & ; 


third reading, was. read the third time, and 
passed. 
The title was amended so as to read: “A 


bill to repeal certain sections of acts passed by | 


the territorial Legislature of Wyoming.”’ 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The first bill on ; 


the Calendar in regular order is one reported 
by the Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. 


: PATTERSON, ] from the joint select Committee 


on Retrenchment, without amendment, being 


' the bill (H. R. No. 1486) amendatory of an act | 


establishing the Office of Education, discontinu- 
uing the Freedmen’s Bureau, and for other 
purposes. 
Mr. PATTERSON. Let that be passed over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The bill will be 
passed over. 
AMBROSE MORRISON. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(S. No. 638) for the relief of Ambrose Morri- |: 


‘gon. os t 
The Committee an Claimsreported an amend- 


This isa 


I inquire of the Sen- | 
ator who has charge of this bill what the title | 
of this act is? It purports to repeal the whole | 
of an act the title of which is not given, and | 
only a few sections of this act are given, tong. ' 
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ment, to strike ont after the words ‘sum of,” 
in line three, the following: 

Sixteen thousand three hundred and cighty-four 
dollars and ninety-six cents bo, and the samo hore- 
by is, appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to pay Ambrose 
i! Morrison for his property in the city of Nashville, 
Tennessee, which wns taken by tho military authori- 
ties of the United States for tho orection of perma- 
_ nent fortifications: Provided, That before tho said 

money hereby appropriated shall be paid as afore- 

said tho said Ambroso Morrison shall convey to tho 

United States a good title to said lot: And provided 


SJurther, That any moneys herctofore paid tho said 


Ambrose Morrison by the United States on account 
of tho said property shall be deducted from tho 
amount hereby appropriated. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

Four thousand nine hundred and seventy-ono 
dollars and forty-six cents be, and the samo is here- 
by. appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
of the United States not. otherwise appropriated, to 

ay Ambrose Morrison for his houses und fixtures, 
in the city of Nashville, seized and used by the mili- 
tary authorities of the United States during the lato 
war of tbe rebellion, for the erection of a fort on the 
lot of ground where said houses stood, and also to 
pay for the use and rental of said lot while in tho 

ossession of said authorities, the said sum to be in 
ull satisfaction of the entire claim of said Ambroso 
Morrison in that behalf. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think that bill ought to 
go with the others that are like it. Ido not 
mean to prejudge it now; but I think they 
ought all to be taken together. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over, : 


FREEHOLD LAND AND EMIGRATION COMPANY. 


_ Mr. DRAKE. I thought that a bill was laid 
over from last Friday, to be at the head of the 
Calendar to-day, No. 418 in the order of busi- 
ness, on page 12. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was passed 
. over informally ; but it has not been called up. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is the bill to incor- 

rate the vies States Freehold Land and 

migration Company. 

Me. DRAKE. ri ial to know—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There was no 
order that it should be placed at the head of 
the Calendar. It was passed over informally, 
subject to be called up by the Senator from 
Rhode Island. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I should be very glad to 
have it taken up. I did not ask to have it 
placed at the head of the Calendar, because I 
thought the Senator from Missouri objected 


to it. 

Mr. DRAKE. I do not wish to be consid- 
ered as making an objection to throw the bill 
over under the arrangement that one objection 
can throw it over. {í merely wish to signify 
that whenever the bill is taken up I shail state 

' my objections to its merits. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Does the Senater wish 
to state them at much length? 

; Mr. DRAKE. No, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill had better be 
‘passed over if it isto be debated. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I understand it is not 
` going to give rise to any considerable debate ; 
< the Senator can state his objections in a few 
. minutes; and if we can dispose of the bill it 
will be so much off the Calendar. I should 
like to have it done if the Senator from Mis- 
souri does not desire to debate it at such length 
as to call forth remarks from others. 
| Mr. DRAKE. I do not know to whatlength 
| debate might spring up in regard to the matter. 
: It is a bill sui generis, sach-a bill as the Con- 
i; gress of the United States has never passed, 
| and one to which T have very serious objec- 


| tions. I do not wish to put myself in the posi- 
| tion of throwing it over by a single objection, 
i! bat I wish to state, whenever it comes up, my 
objections to its passage. I can do that now 
|. just as well ag at any other time. 

© Mr. POMEROY. We had better proceed 
i. with the Calendar. ane 
: Mr. TRUMBULL, It will certainly lead to 
:: debate. f 

ṣo Fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The order under 
i -which the Senate is acting applies to bilis to 
il which objection is not made. The Senator 
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from Nissouri has indicated his objection to 
this bill. It will be passed over, and the next 
bill will be reported, 


BILLS PREVIOUSLY OBJECTED TO. 


in taking the eighth census in the year 1860; 
| bat no part of any such balance is to be paid 
: to ar on account of any claimant who partici- 


|! pated in the late rebellion or gave to it aid or 
| 


any a ' comfort. 
Mr. RAMSEY. On Friday last the Senator Mr. SUMNER. I observe in that bill no 


from Oregon [ Mr. Corsert] telt under an obli- 
gation. in the absence of the Senator from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Epuuwns, } to object to three very 
small bills reported by the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads for the relief of post- 
masters whose funds were lost by robbery. As 
the Senator from Vermont has now returned. 
and they were passed over informally, and 
ought not to incumber the Calendar, I trust 
the Senate will now consider them. They are 
numbered $84, 885, aud 386 in the order of 
business. The sums involved are small. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We had better go on 
regularly. + 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from Oregon 
objected to those bills. I think they had better 


go over. — 
Mr. RAMSEY. He objected in the absence 
of the Senator from Vermont. 
Mr. POMEROY. ‘The Senator from Ver- 
mont had nothing to do with it. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. He objected on the 
authority of the Senator from Vermont. 
Mr. RAMSEY. ‘The Senator from Vermont 
disclaims having given any such advice. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
To Oregon withdraw his objection to these 
ills? 
Mr. CORBETT. I--wish to explain my 
objections to them whenever they come up. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator still 
objects. The bills will remain on the Calendar. 


PRESIDIO RESERVATION, SAN FRANCISCO. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next bill on 
the Calendar is the biti (8. No. 370) granting 
the Presidio reservation ta the city of San 


Francisco for a public park, reported adversely | 


by the Committee on Military Affairs. The 
Secretary cannot lay his hand on the bill at this 
moment, and it will be passed over informally. 
ne COLE. Task that it be passed over for 
to-day. 
Mr. POMEROY. It is reported adversely. 
Mr. COLE, I should like to have the report 
that is with the bill printed for the use of the 
Senate. [believe tbere ia no written report 
trom the committee proper, but there is acom- 
munication from the War Department, which I 
wish to have printed. Ido not think the grounds 
taken by the War Department are well taken 
against the bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 


California moves thatthe communication of the | 


War Department relative to this billbe printed. 
The motion was ag 


reed to. i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be | 


‘passed over for the present. 
EXECUTION OF THE LAWS IN UTAH. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(H. R. No. 1089) in aid of the execution ofthe | 
laws in the Territory of Utah, and for other ` 


purposes. fe 
© Mr. SPENCER. That is‘an important bill, 
and it will give rise to debate. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. pog 
SERVICES IN TAKING, CENSUS OF 1860. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


i 


© in rememberin 


[j 


.(8. No. 99} to pay loyal citizens in the States | 


lately in rebellion for services in taking the 
United States census in 1860; which was cos- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
provides that the claims of loyal citizens in the 
States of Alabama,. Arkansas, Fiorida, Geor- 
gia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Texas, and Virginia, for ser- 
vices rendered as United States marsbals and 
their assistants in taking. the eighth census in 
the year 1860, may be paid out of any unex- 
_pended balance of any moneys hitherto appro- 
priated for the payment of United States mar- 
shals and their assistants for services rendered 


j 
| 


way of determining the question of loyalty. I 
think if the Senator from South Carolina who 
has charge of the bill would require that before 


payment claimants should take the iron-clad - 
It seems to | 


oath there would be no objection. 
me that ought to be done. 

Mr. SAWYER. Iwill state in explanation 
of the bill that the claims which it proposes to 
pay have all been adjusted and audited, and no 
one has been allowed at the Department of the 
Interior except iv cases where the loyalty has 
been proved. I have no objection to add a 

roper amendment, 

Mr. SUMNER. Would it not be better, by 
way of precaution, to require the iron-clad 
oath? There can be no objection to it, aud it 
would strengthen the bill of the Senator. 

Mr. SAWYER. I did not draw the bill my- 
self. 

artment. I have a communication from that 
Depacineat in reference to it, and I think there 
will be no objection to the bill. Neither do I 
see any objection to adding that the Depart- 
ment shall take the oath of the party. 

Mr. SUMNER. Provide that each party 
before payment shall take the oath prescribed 
by the statute of July 2, 1862. 

Mr. SAWYER. Thave no objection to that. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I ask the Senatora 
‘question? If the claimants whom he proposes 
‘shall receive their money can take the iron -clad 
oath, why are they not paid under the law now? 


Mr. SAWYER. Because there is no appro- | 


priation. 
Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator think 

' that is the only reason? ` 

Mr. SAWYER. That is what is stated m 

i the letter of the Secretary. 

| Mr. CONE 


| the admission that these men were appointed, 
‘| or rather designated, by the then authorities in 
| violation of the law.. 

| Mr. SAWYER. The Senator misunder- 
: stands the case. 
Mr. CONKLING. _I think not. l 

| Mr. SAWYER. This is to pay for services 
: in taking the census of 1860. ° 
Mr. CONKLING. Thatis the very case of 

=< which I am speaking. 
© Mr. SPENCER. The Senator from New 
, York is mistaken. 
Mr. CONKLING. I repeat, Mr. President, 
i that these claims, as has been stated heretofore, 
' were of men who were designated not accord- 
ing to law, and it has always been. admitted 
: that they were represented by those who could 


© not take the so-called iron-elad oath, though it 


’ was required, I know, after thia service had 
been performed. That I am aware of. 

Mr. WARNER. The Senator is entirely 
mistaken. ‘This is a bill to pay censas-takers 
. for taking the census of 1860. : “A 
i Mr. CONKLING. No doubt about that. 
' Iam not mistaken in that respect, because I 
: gee whatit is. Iam also not mistaken, I think, 
that it has been repeatedly 
i admitted here that these claimants, or a num- 


ber of them, were not appointed according to 


the Jaw as it stood at that time; and also that 


‘| they were men who could not take the oath 


which the Senator from Massachusetts proposes 


|, to require. 


Mr. SAWYER. Allow me to correct the 
| Senatorin a matterof fact. The Superintend- 
ent of the Census says there is no reason why 
these accounts have not been paid, but that an 
appropriation is wanting for that purpose. His 
letter is before me, and I can send it to the 
desk to be read. It seems to me a perfectly 
clear case. . 

Mr. CONKLING. Why is it not carried into 
the appropriate bill, the appropriation bill? 


It was sent here from the Interior De- | 


LING. This proposition has al- | 
| ways been introduced beforein connection with | 


Mr. SAWYER, I do not know any reason, 
‘The bill was sent to the Committee on Claims 
originally, I believe. 
Mr. SHERMAN. This case came before 
the Committee on Finance before the*Com- 
mittee on Appropriations was organized. The 
facts are very simple. A great number of per- 
sons were employed to take the census of 1860 
in the southern States, and the war came on 
before the settlement of their accounts. At 
that time there were ample appropriations to 
; pay them, As their claims and accounts were 
not settled before the war, as a matter of 
course the war cut off the settlement of these 
claims for the time being, and the appropria- 
tions lapsed and went into the general fund, 
After the war was over certain loyal claimants 
presented claims for services in taking tho 
census of 1860, but there was no dppropria- 
tion out of which to pay them, I remember 
that the committee at the time thought they 
ought to have their pay, especially if they 
could prove their loyalty. I doubt very much 
whether there are many cases of the kind. 
But that they are entitled to pay under the law 
of 1860 has not been questioned, and their 
' accounts were not settled and adjusted until 
after the rebellion broke out. 
These are the facts. ‘The Senator from New 
York, 1 think, mixes up this class of claims 
with the claims of assessors and assistant as- 
‘sessors appointed by Mr. McCulloch in 1865 
who could not take the. test-oath. In that 
class of cages also the Committee on Finance 
reported a bill giving pay for the actual service 
“© rendered, although the parties were nat ap- 
pointed according to law. . These men were 
appointed in pursuance of law, earned their 
money, and it was due to them, but was -not 
; paid for the reason that the war came an before 
l! their accounts were settled. Ican see no rea- 
ii son why this bill should not pass; nor can I 
see any reason why it should nat be attached 
to one of the general appropriation bills, except 
that it is to pay for services rendered some 

ears ago. I think no one ought ta object to this 
hin which is confined simply to loyal census- 
takers who earned their money before the war. 

Mr. CONKLING. If I have fallen into sn 
error in reference to this matter it is not the 

| error supposed by the Senator from Ohio. : I 
preserve entirely in my recollection the dis- 
tinction between these claims and the elaims 
: made by assistant assessors and assessors, and 
' J believe collectors also, who were appointed 
: by Mr. McCulloch in 1865 in violation of law. 
I think, however, I cannot be mistaken in my 
‘ recollection to.this extent: these men stand 

tabulated at the Interior Department as dis- 

loyal claimants for taking the census. It has 

been stated also in this Chamber, unless I am 
greatly: at fault,.that they were not appointed 
_ according to law. Of course I do not mean 
: now according to the law-of 1862, which: was 
| not enacted until after this service had been 
': performed. I hope Senators will not suppose 
i P fall into that error. I think the truth is that 
| they are in the main disloyal claimants, as they 
> have been called. If they are not, aud if they 
|, hold commissions from the marshals accord- 
|i ing to the aet of 1850, I. agree with the Sen- 
ator from Ohio there is. no reason why they 
‘| should not 'be paid. But it seems to me. that 
| the payment should be made by being included 
‘in the proper appropriation bill, the -legisla- 
' tive, executive, and judicial appropriation bill, 
: and then there should be some mode adopted 
of rigidly scrutinizing these claims and dis- 
; tinguishing between those which in fact aud 
|; in law are due and those which are not. That 
| ia the only sug estion I wish to make. 

Mr. SAW ER. The history of this bill 1s 
| this: it came from the Committee on Claims 
ito the Committee on Appropriations; the 
‘| chairman of the Committee on Claims ad- 
, dressed a note to the Secretary of the Interior 
, asking for information in reference to ik. The 
reply to that uote is in the letter which I have 
sent to the desk to be read. He states the 
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_of persons whose accounts have been 
i the amount which is due to them, 
which is absolutely fixed, and another small 
amount which may or may not be due to other 

ersons, the wholeamounting, I should say, to 
$225,000. These, claims, if they had been pre- 
sented before the money appropriated for them 
had been covered into the Treasury, would 
doubtless have been paid. It was thought bet- 
ter by the Committee on Appropriations to 
report this bill which came from the Committee 
on Claims in the form in which it came to 
them than to put it into one of the regular 
appropriation bills. That is the whole of it. 
If any of these persons have been. disloyal I 
have no idea that they will receive any pay ; 
but if it be thought wise to append to this bill 
a proviso that the persons who are to be paid 
shall take the oath of July 2, 1862, so far as it 
js applicable to this matter, the expurgatory 
part of it, I certainly have no objection. 
will not, in my opinion, alter the operation of 
the act one tittle; but if it is desired to add a 
proviso of that sort I have no objection, if any 
Senator sees fit to offer it. I hope, however, 


that the passage of the bill will not be delayed, <; 
because these claimants have been kept out of | 
is justly :: 


their money for many years, and it 
due to them. 


Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator accepts the 


proviso which I have proposed I shall make i 


no objection. 


Mr. SAWYER.. There is one part of the |; 


oath of July 2, 1862, which would not be ap- 
plicable. That is.the part requiring the. party 
to swear that he will perform the duties to 
which he has been appointed faithfully. 
expurgatory part. ef the oath.is proper enongh. 
T have no objection to aecepting that as an 
amendment. ok os 

Mr. POMEROY. I think we had. better 
pass over this bill until the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts can prepare his amendment. 

Mr. CONKLING. It will take but a mo- 
ment. He can suggest it verbally. 

Mr. SUMNER. I suggest this amendment: 


Provided, That no money shail be paid to any 
claimant until he has taken theoath required by the 


act of Congress of July 2, 1862, 80 far as the same is | 


applicable to the case. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If my friend from’ Mas- 
sachusetts will allow me, I will say that-in one 
of the bills we Nave passed, I think the bill 
in regard to cotton claims, there is phraseology 
used which I think is much better than requir- 
ing the test-Oath. Some men might commit 
perjury in order to get this money. ` The test- 
oath is not the best test in my judgment. There 
isa provision in the cotton-claim act -which 
requires them to- prove. affirmatively that. they 
have been loyal men during the war. . I think 
that is better.. It operates better in practice. 

_ Mr. SUMNER. Very well; Ihave no objec- 
tion to that. ae : : 

Mr. SHERMAN. We should require tliem 
to produce positive proof. of their loyalty. ; 

Mr. SUMNER. Then say: s - 

Provided, That each claimant shall prove to the 


satisfaction of th 
trousk aa ne the. Department that he was loyal 
i the: bill 


Mr. SAWYER. .. This proviso-in 
now covers that ground exactly: — - 
Provided, That ho part of any such balance shail 


be paid to oron account of any claimant who par- 
contre in the late rebellion, or gave to it aid or 


Is the Department going to take his word for 
that? Or the Department in the proper 
ae of its duties, going to demand proof 
of that fact? No officer under this proviso 
would pay any claim until that fact was proved. 

Mr. SUMNER.. I think the statute had 

eras contain a positive requirement. 
mane SAWYER, This is a positive require- 


Sit. SUMNER. Not positive, We should 
p pride that the Department shall require sat- 

s Mood proof of loyalty. l 
r, SA If the Senator will allow 


thi ti WYER. 
18 bill to go over for the time.being and not 
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lt; 


The |: 


object to its being called up again ‘we can pre- 
pare a proper amendment. 
Mr. SUMNER. I shall not object. 
Mr. POMEROY. Let it be passed over for 
|, the time being. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ax- 


| 


Í 
{ 


bury, widow of Major Howard Stansbury, de- 
ceased; which was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. The Secretary of the Inte- 
rior is directed by the bill to place on the pen- 
sion-roll, subject to the provisions and limita- 
tions of the pension laws, the name of Helen 


| THONY in the chair.) If there be no objection | M. Stansbury, widow of Major Howard Stans- 


| bill will be read. l 

j BLACK BOB INDIAN LANDS. 

i| The next business on the Calendar was the 
|: joint resolution (S. R. No. 173) in relation to 


| 
f 


|: the sale of the Black Bob Indian lands in ` 


© Kansas. 

| Mr. ROSS. Task that that be passed ger 
‘informally. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be 


| no dbjection the joint resolution will be so dis- 
i posed: of. 
Eoo FRIEND A. BRAINARD. 


this bill wiil lie over informally, and the next ` bury, and pay her a pension at the rate of 
; , twenty-five dollars per month from April 18, 
1868, deducting therefrom all payments made 

; upon the certificate she now holds. 


Mr. POMEROY. I do notunderstand how 
the widow of a major gets a pension of twenty- 
five dollars a month, . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The reason is that the law 
says the widow of a major shall have twenty- 


`; five dollars a month for a total disability. The 


i _ The next bill on the Calendar was the bill. 


© (H. R. No. 1611) for the relief of Friend A. 


| Brainard; which was considered as in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary . 


{ 
k 
i of the Treasury to pay to Friend A. Brainard, 
of Bridport, Vermont, the sum of $300, that 
sum having. been improperly exacted of him 
|: as commutation money in 1863, while he was 
l still suffering from wounds received in battle 
while a soldier in the Army of the United 
' States, l 


kE 


_ third time, and passed. 
j JANES, FOWLER, KIRTLAND AND COMPANY. 


í ler, Kirtland & Co. : : 
|| direct the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 
| Janes, Fowler, Kirtland & Co., of New-York, 
i| contractors for building the Dome of the Cap- 
_ itol at Washington, the sam of $60,000, in full 
| satisfaction of all claim for losses or damages 
|, arising from the action of the Government in 
| stopping, ordering, and directing the construc- 
| tion of the work. - 
|- Mr. SUMNER. Is-there a report in that 
case ? A ; 

The PRESIDING. OFFICER. There is a 
‘House report. - : an i 

Mr. SUMNER. Let it be read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the report ; 
'.but was interrupted by - ; ; 
Mr. POMEROY. That matter has been 


not to pass. 


{Mr. MORRILL] who is usually interested in 
that business is not in his seat. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
being made, the bill will be passed over. 
SCHOONERS ZENOS SNOW AND PATRIOT. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


Snow and Patriot are American-built vessels, 
and have become denationalized by a sale of 
a small fraction of each to a foreigner, who has 


by the United States the vessels have been, 


Treasury eee The bill therefore au- 


thorizes the 


schooners Zenos Snow and Patriot. _ 
` The bill was reported to the Senate without 


the third time, and passed. 
HELEN M. STANSBURY. 


The next bill on the Calendar wae the bill 
(S. No. 484) for the relief of Helen M. Stans- 


discussed here at great length, and Senators ; 
who interested themselves in thedebate are not 
present at this moment. I think the bill ought |, 


Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Vermont | 


R an ee) ay monan ho i EEPE se | moneys that may hereafter become due for odd sèc- 


schooners Zenos Snow and Patriot; which | 


The preamble recites that the schooners Zenos | gaid act, then it shall be lawful for said company to 


(| make up the deficiency from the ten odd sections out- 
i; Bido and nearest to the exterior limits of said grant. 


since become naturalized; and after seizure | 
‘under the laws, restored to the owners by the’ 


s ecretary of the Treasury to issue ! 
a certificate of registry or enrollment to the 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read i 


' 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


i 


widow of a captain gets twenty dollars. The 


| Pension Office allowed this lady twenty dollars 


on the ground that the Pension Office thought 
that the disability originated while her husband 
was a captain. On looking at the evidence 
the committee was satisfied that the disability 
originated while he was a major, and that she 


i is justly entitled to a major’s pension. 


Lhe bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

OREGON AND CALIFORNIA RAILROAD. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


: (8. No. 638) amendatory of an act granting 


The bill was reported to the Sonate without ` 
‘ amendment, ordered toa third reading, read the ` 


lands to aid in the construction of a railroad 
and telegraph line from the Central Pacific 
railroad, in California, to Portland, in Ore- 


i gon, approved July 25, 1866; which was con- 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | "dered as in Committee of the Whole. 


: (H. R. No. 1667) for the relief of Janes, Fow- i: the bill with an amendment, to strike out all 


The Secretary read the bill. It proposes B f of the original bill after the enacting clause, in 


The Committee on Public Lands reported 


the following words : 


That the company which may have been desig- 
nated by the Legislature of the State of Oregon to 
construct that part of the California and Oregon 
railroad lying and being in the State of Oregon be, 
‘and the same are hereby, authorized to file with the 
Secretary of the Interior, in advance of the map of 


actually surveyed route, a map designating as near 


as may be the line of route of said road in Oregon; 
and upon the filing of said map the Secretary of the 
Interior shall order the withdrawal, in. the usual 
manner, of the lands granted to said company, on 
each side of the line of route thus designated, as fast 
as the same may be surveyed and plats of survey 
filed with the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office: Provided, however, That when the line of 
road shall be actually surveyed and map filed with 
the Secretary of the Interior, showing said line in 
connection with the publie surveys, then the said 
Secretary shall order an adjustment of the limits of 
the grant to said line, and. the lands falling within 


j those limits and no othershall inure to thecompany, 


and the lands which may have been withdrawn but 
fall outside of said limits shall be restored to the 
public domain. : à 
And to insert in lied thereof: : 
That the Oregon and California Railroad Com- 
pany, now engaged in the eqnstruction of so much of 


; said road as is provided for in the act to which this 


is amendatory, as lies in the State of Oregon, be, and 
they are hereby, authorized and entitled, under such 
rules and regulations. as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Interior, to receive all moneys now 
unpaid for odd sections taken’ under the preémption 
Jaws or sold since the passage of said act, within the 
limits of said grant therein provided for, and also, 
under like rules and regulations, to receive all 


tions in, or found to be within said limits; and if 
inclusive of said receipts it shall be determined that 
the amount of ten sections per mile on each side of 
said road cannot be obtained under the provisions of 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 
__ The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HINTON ROWAN HELPER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(8. No. 789) to authorize the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury to settle and close the 
account of Hinton Rowan Helper; which was 
read the second time, and considered as in 
‘Committee of the Whole. It directs the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury to settle and 
close the accounts of Hinton Rowan Helper, 
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late consul of the United States at Buenos 
Ayres, set forth and referred to in his memo- 


rial to Congress, under date of January 17, |i fees. 
1870, upon the principles of justice and equity; | 
but no money is to be paid out of the Treasury | 


in effecting a final settlement. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us hear the report. 
Nr. POMEROY. There appears to be no 


PEE 
r. EDMUNDS. Then I hope we shall 
have an explanation of it. 

Mr. SPENCER. Thereis no written report. 
Mr. Helper’s memorial, which is long, explains 
the whole case. This bill is only for the pur- 

ose of enabling him to settle his accounts. 
t does not take any money out of the Treas- 
ury, and the Government will not lose anything 


by it. 

TM. TRUMBULL. Let the memorial be 
read. We ought to know what the case is I 
think. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the memo- 
rial, as follows: 


To the honorable Senators and . 
Representatives of the American Congrese : 

Several times within the last seven years through 
the Department of State, and once in a more direct 
manner, have I solicited at your hands what I feel 
to be not merely a measure of justice in my own 
behalf, but also an act of fairness in furtherance of 
the dignity and honor of the Government of the 
United States. I allude to the circumstances which 
grew out of my acceptance, tenure, and resignation 
of the office of United States consul at Bunos Ayres. 

In addressing you thus again I trust that I may 
be fortunate enough to secure more effectually your 
honorable attention; and in order that you may be 
enabled to arrive, without further delay, at an equit- 
able decision of the points involved, I respectfully 
present to you the following statement of facts, some 
of which, although they may at first appear rather 
irrelevant, will, I think, help to a more rightful and 
thorough understanding of the whole case. 

More than a dozen years ago, when lookingabroad 
over the southern 
of our whole country, I first became convinced of the 


retardative and pernicious influences of slavery, I at | 


once, without stopping to count contingent expenses, 
placed myself in an attitude of uncompromising 
opposition to that system of manifold and gigantic 
wrong, and was firmly resolved to share with all pos- 


tes and takinga general survey | 


sible calmness and content whatever consequences | 
might overtake me in the efforts, howeverhumbleor | 
which I felt called upon to make for its | 


unavailing, 
final overthrow. At that time I owed no man in the 
world a dollar and had something in reserve. Since 
then I have not seen a day that I was free from 

Mr. THAYER. I should like to inquire the 
length of that memorial ? : 

The Secretary. Nineteen pages. 

Mr. THAYER. I think the farther reading 
of it should be dispensed with. It does not 
„seem to bear on the question. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from Massa- 


chusetts [Mr. Sumner] can probably explain | 


the bill briefly. 

Mr. SUMNER. This bill is not reported 
from the Committee on Foreign Relations. It 
comes from the Committee on Commerce. But 
I do know something about the case. 


_ Mr. POMEROY. I hope the Senator will 
explain it. 


r. SUMNER. What I know is this: Mr. | 


Helper was our consul——~ 


r. THAYER. I do not object to the con- - 


sideration of the bill, but I object to the read- - 


ing of that report. 

_ Mr. SUMNER. The Senator is mistaken; 
1t 18 a petition, 

Mr. THAYER. I beg pardon; I should 
have said “memorial.” 

_ Mr. SUMNER. Mr. Helper was for some 
time the consul of the United States at Buenos 
Ayres, and while there he received considerable 
fees, which were paid into the Treasury of the 
United States; but his salary was notadequate 
to. his ropper He ran in debt, and is now 
very much embarrassed by the obligations which 


le incurred while in the discharge of hia duties | 
as consul of the United States; and he now | 


comes before us and asks relief. He would 
like the largest possible relief. The relief pro- 
posed by the committee, as I understand, is to 
authorize the Department toaudit his accounts, 


with it is ouly incidental; but I am bound to | 


: good and meritorious officer, and that he does . 
: deserve some addition to his compensation— | 
that he did not receive enough. And here | 
' allow me to add that during this session I | 

received a communication from our minister ` 
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and should any balance be found due him 
equitably to pay it, I presume out of the surplus 


Mr. SPENCER. To give him credit for it. 


Mr. SUMNER. To give him credit for it. || 


Now the fact is Mr. Helper was out of pocket 
there. I understand that he was an excellent 
consul. Many of us remember him in another 
relation of a political character. We all know 


a work of his that had at the time great celeb- |. 
But I believe he made an excellent ` 


rity. 
sonani; and I think he deserves, as he also 
needs, some additional allowance. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Ithink I can state 
the ground on which the Committee on Com- 
m@rce make the report in this case. Mr. 
Helper was our consul at Buenos Ayres. He 
reported to the State Department that he was 
unable to sustain himself in that position upon 
the salary he received. He sent his resignation 
to the Department, and requested them toac- 
cept it unless his salary could be raised. That 
resignation was not accepted. He did not 
desert his post; he maintained his position ; 
he discharged all the daties of his position, 
and then repeated the tender of his resigna- 
tion, which was not accepted. He still per- 
formed the duties of his office, and was not 
relieved, as the Committee on Commerce 
thought he ought to have been, at the time 
he tendered his resignation. They therefore 
thought he was entitled to some consideration, 
and this is the least that could be granted. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 
if this bill could not be made general? Ihave 
had several letters myself from consuls who 
have told me that their pay was inadequate. 
The chairman of the Committee on Commerce 
and the chairman of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, I presume, have also received 


' guch letters. 


Mr. SUMNER. I have received a great 
many. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. If we could make this 


: bill general, so as to pay all consuls and minis- 
‘ tera a sufficient sam to enable them to hold 
their positions, it might save this special legis- © 


lation. I move to amend this bill by adding 
“and that the accounts of all other consuls be 
settled upon the same principle.’’ 

Mr. B CKINGHAM. 


' upon the ground that a man is entitled to more 


i ing to the services of Mr. Helper, and that in ii 
; his judgment he was entitled to what I would | 
| call back pay; in short, he ought to receive an | 


salary because he spends more than his in- 
come, but simply upon the ground that this 
gentleman tendered his resignation as consul, 


„and after he had tendered his resignation, and 


a long time elapsed, he ought to have been 
relieved from duty. 

Mr. SUMNER. I desire to repeat the re- 
mark I made a moment ago, as the Senator 


from Illinois rather appealed to me, that tbis 
bill does not come from the: Committee on | 
Foreign Relations, and that my acquaintance : 


testify that in my judgment Mr. Helper was a 


at Buenos Ayres, Mr. Kirk, expressly testify- 


I laid 
ommittee on 


additional allowance from Congress. 
that communication before the 
action upon it. 


considered it. I hope it will not be embar- 


if raased by the proposition of the Senator from | 
Illinois, for in my judgment the case of Mr. | 


Helper is peculiar; to use a term which I have 
heard a good deal on the’floor lately, it is sui 
generis, I do not think there is any case pre- 
cisely like it. At any rate, I am sure it is a 
meritorious case, and therefore we cannot err 
if we. make an allowance. - 


This bill is notbased `| 


May 2, 


ee 


Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Con- 
necticut hag stated the case precisely as it 
stood before the committee. The bill was re. 

orted solely upon the ground that Mr. Helper 
faa tendered his resignation years before it 
: was accepted; that he remained at his post 
_ and performed the duties of the office, expect- 
v ing an advance in his salary or the acceptance 
of his resignation. If the amendment of the 
Senator from Illinois should be adopted there 
would be no end of that class of claims, for I 
think there is not a consul abroad who doeg 
not consider his salary inadequate. I have 
never heard of one who did not think he onght 
to have anincrease. Each consul believes that 
the whole dignity of this great Government is 
upon him, and it costs an immense amount of 
money to support so much dignity. [ Laughter. ] 
They are sil miserably paid according to their 
own ideas. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I happen to know alittle 
about this consulate at Buenos Ayres. I recol- 
lect that we had the subject up a year ago, and 
at that time I understood that the then consul 
was the only one who had ever returned a sur- 
' plus of fees, although it seems to be stated 

now that Mr. Helper returned a surplus. It 
was stated, I recollect, at that time that the 
then consul was the first consul who had re- 
turneda surplus; and the salary, I think, was 
slightly raised. I have been informed that at 
Buenos Ayres the compensation of the consul 
is inadequate, perhaps more so than at other 
places. I think thatthe bill ought to embrace 
at least the successor of Mr. Helper as well as 
Mr. Helper himself. Ido not know whether 
the gentleman to whom I refer was the imme- 
-diate successor of Mr. Helper or not; but the 
consal who has been there within the last two 
or three years was broken up by being there. 
|; He did not get as much compensation as his 
i; expenses amounted to. Why not let this bill, 
‘| if there is objection to including all consuls, 
; embrace Mr. Helper and his successors at that 
port? Is there any objection to that? 
| Me. CHANDLER. Jn the new consular bill 
that I have reported and expect to pass at this 
; session we increase the salary of the consul at 
i: Buenos Ayres. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That would not help 
ii Mr. Helper’s successor, who has already gone 
i out of office. -I know the consul at Buenos 
|| Ayres at onetime was Mr. Hollister, a geatle- 
man from Illinois, and it was stated here a year 
| ago, when there was some discussion of his 
|; case, that he had returned to the Government 
|. a large amount of fees. 
© Mr. SUMNER. Has he made any appli- 


cation for an addition ? pT 
Mr. TRUMBULL. He did make applica- . 
I do not know that there is . 


tion last year. 
: any pending application now. He did make 
‘| application last year, and it was in connection 
|-with that that the discussion arose. I would 
'| inquire of the Senator from Michigannif he 
has any objection to an amendment that will 
embrace Mr. Hollister’s case? 

Mr. CHANDLER, I think each case had 
better stand on its merits. If Mr. Helper’s 
‘successor hasa just claim, or a similar claim, 
he can present it, 
any general legislation which would bring the 
whole consular system on our shoulders. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. - Does the 
: Senator from Illinois propose an amendment? 


amendment if the Senator objects to it. 
| think it would be justin reference to Mr. Hollis- 
` ter, from what I know of the case, that he should 
i be put on the same footing with Mr. Helper ; 
: I will not offer an amendment if Senators ob- 
ject. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for'a 
- third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


li 
SERVICES IN TAKING CENSUS OF 1860. 


Mr. SAWYER. I have prepared an amend- 
ment to Senate bill No. 99 which | think will 


it 


i 
i 
Ri 


i 
i 


il 


I should dislike to see - 


| Mr. TRUMBULL. I will not persistin the ` 
Foreign Relations, but the subject had not ` g misno persis f 


‘| been referred to us, and therefore we took no 
This bill comes from the Com- ! 
‘| mittee on Commerce, who I doubt not have 


1870. 
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meet the approbation of the Senator from 
setts. 
Masa Op PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the Senate will resume the consider- 
ation of the bill (S. No. 99) to pay loyal citi- 
in the 
ai taking the United States census of 
1960, which was passed over informally, and 
the Senator from South Carolina. offers an 
amendment, which will be read. , 
The SECRETARY. The amendment is to strike 
out after the word ‘‘claimant,’’ in the thir- 
teenth line, the words ‘‘ who participated in the 
late rebellion or gave to it aid or comfort,” 
and to insert: o an 
: = 
Tarteka Aaro ar oe aa A orta itna) thas T 


ing oath: d luntarily borno arms against the Uni- 


ver VO Ari 
BaS ates since I have been a3 citizen thereof; that I 


bave volantarily given no aid, countenance, coun- 


r encouragement to persons engaged ia armed | 
gelo that I have neither sought nor | 


ility thereto; K 
hotii nor attempted to exercise, the functions 
of any office whatever under any authority or pre- 
tended authority in hostility to the United States: 
that [have not yielded a voluntary support to any 
pretended government, authority, power, or consti- 
tution within the United States hostile or inimical 
thereto. And I do further swear (or affirm) that to 
the best of my knowledge and ability I will support 
and defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemics, foreign and domestic; that I wilt 
pear true faith and allegiance to the samo; that I 
take this obligation freely, without any mental res- 
ervation or purpose of evasion. 


Mr. CONKLING. Who is to take that 


oath? E 
Mr. SAWYER. The claimant under this 
bill, before the claim is paid. 


Mr. CONKLING. By the claimant shall | 
we understand the man who performed the | 
service or some attorney who may represent | 
gest that | 
if the Senator wants to make this effective he | 


perhaps one hundred claims? Is 


ought to provide that this oath shall be taken 
by the original claimant, by the person who 
insists that he performed the service, and also 
by the present owner of the claim, if it has 
changed hands, , 

Mr. SAWYER. I ask the Senator from 
New York if he intends to insist upon it that the 
son of a claimant who may perhaps have suc- 
ceeded to and inherited-his right shall take the 
oath that his father was loyal, or where the 
father has died woald he cut off all right on 
the part of the son? : 

Mr. CONKLING. : I do not mean to say 
that. I only mean to‘cali attention to the fact 
that the provision now offered, as I understand 
it, would be so obviously the subject of evasion 
that it would be hardly worth adopting ; for all 
any man need do is to make me or some- 
body who could take the oath the claimant and 
the whole thing is solved, albeit he. was dis- 
loyal from his head to his feet. If it is worth 
while to do it at all I sabmit that it should be 
80 adjusted that the original party, if he claims, 
should take this oath; and if he does not claim 
some person who once represented or does 
now represent the claim should take the oath. 
Otherwise it need not be taken in a single 
instance, unless the claimant so chooses, and 
yet every claim be passed. G 

Mr. WARNER. The provision suggested 
bythe Senator from New York would not meet 
the difficnlty, because it is always possible to 


assign the claim to some one who was loyal. | 


Some loyal man might be found to whom the 
claim could be assigned. 
yat SAWYER. I beg the attention of the 
3 nator from New York to the remark of the 
enator from Alabama, who suggests that it 
will be always possible to assign a claim to 
bee one who: was loyal and who could take 
i e oath, I submit that while I have no objec- 
‘on to making the original claimant furnish 
proof that he was a loyal man, it does not seem 
7 S fitting to make everybody who may de- 
We trom him a right to this compensation to 
mot the same thing. 
te. CONKLING. Bat, if the honorable 
ator will allow me, I wish to suggest, as the 
uator from Alabama suggested, that every 


States lately in rebellion for ser- ;i 


claim may be put in the hands of a loyal elaim- 
ant, and then, under this provision, the loyal 
| claimant is to take the oath, and it would be 
entirely impotent as a provision that the ori- 
| ginal claimant should do any such thing. Tat 
is the point of my objection. 
| propose to the Senator that. if he means the 
, original claimant he should say ‘‘the person 
© alleged to have performed the service.’’ If 
i| he means the present claimant merely, any 
| assignee who may represent the claim, that,- 
i; as he puts it now, would really mean nobody 
i| upon whom it would necessarily take any effect. 
i Mr. SAWYER. Suppose we insert the word 
“ original.” , l 
- Mr. CONKLING. Why not say ‘the per- 
| son alleged to have performed the service ?”’ 
Mr. WARNER. I would suggest, to meet 
'| the view of the Senator from New York and 
also of the Senator from Massachusetts, that 
the bill be so amended as to provide that pay- 


i 
| 
i 


| 


loyalty of the person who performed the service. 
Mr. SAWYER. 
rovided for before the amendment was offered. 
Mr. WARNER. Without providing the 


could only be taken by the claimant in case he 
were living; and in the case of the death of 
the person who performed the service there 
must, of course, be some other method of proof; 
and I think that should be left to the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I should like to ask the 
Senator from South Carolina a question. 


arose before the rebellion? Do I understand 
that the bill proposes to repudiate the debt of 
the United States to those who cannot take 
that oath? - 

Mr. SAWYER. apparently: 

Mr. STOCKTON. I object to it out of re- 
spect to the honor of this.country. Are we 
to take advantage of such a circumstance to 
repudiate an honest debt? os 

Mr. SAWYER. I do not understand that 
the bill repudiates the claim of anybody. It 
simply indorses the claim of somebody. 

r. STOCKTON. Cannot a loyal man go 
and buy- all of these claims at five per cent. 
and get them paid in full under the bill? 

Mr. SAWYER. Not. under the bill as 
originally drawn. The bill as originally drawn 
haa this proviso: 

Provided, That no part of any such balance shall 
be paid to or on account of any claimant who par- 
fior pated in the late rebellion, or gave it aid or com- 

That proviso seems to me yet, notwithstand- 
ing the demand to have it amended in some 
way, to completely fulfill the purpose of the 
bill and the purpose designed to be sought by 
the Senator from Massachusetts and the Sen- 
ator from New York; because I hold that the 
accounting officers would demand that there 
should be proof, proper proof, convincing 
proof of the loyalty of the original claimant 
under the bill as it stood originally. I doubt 
whether it can be put in better form. 

Mr. HOWE. I want to hear the amend- 
ment read. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I object to the further 
consideration of this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bili 
being objected to, goes over. 

PACIFIC AND GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY, 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 483) granting lands and the right of 
way in Missouri and Arkansas to aid in the 
construction of a railroad and telegraph line 
along or near the thirty-sixth parallel of north 


Arkansas river; which was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported 
the bill with amendments. 

The first amendment was in section one, line 
nine, after the word ‘‘ point,” to strike out ‘‘in 


the Indian territory on the line of the Atlantic 


| 
| 


i! ment should only be made upon proof of the |, 


That is just what the bill |: 


specific oath or method of proof, because that |; 


Do i 
I understand that this bill applies to claims that ‘' 


latitude, from the Mississippi river to the |; 


and Pacific railroad as hereafter to be located”? 

and in lieu thereof to insert ‘‘on the western 
boundary of said State on or near the Illinois 
| river;” 80 as to read: 


i hat to aid in the construction of a railroad and 
Therefore, I ' 


: telegraph line from a point on the west bank of ihe 
; Mississippi river, at or near the town of Cottonwood 
Point, in the county of Pemisecott, and State of Mis- 
souri, in a westerly direction along or near the 
thirty-sixth parallel of north latitude, by the most 
eligible railroad route as shall be determined by said 
company, through the State of Arkansas, to a point 
on the western boundary of said State, on or near 
the Illinois river, at or near which said line crosses, 
or shall cross the Arkansas river, there is hereby 
granted to the Pacific and Great Eastern Railway 
Company, a corporation organized under and by 
virtue of the laws of the State of Arkansas, the right 
of way through any public lands in the States of 
Missouri, Arkansas, and the Indian territory, for 
the construction of said railroad and telegraph lino; 
and the right, power, and authority is hereby given 
to the said company to take from public lands adja- 
cent to the line of said railroad carth, stone, and 
other materials for the construction thereof. Said 
rightof way is granted tosaid company tọ the extent 
of one hundred feet wide where it may pass over the 
public lands, including all necessary grounds for sta- 
tions, buildings, workshops, depots, machine-shops, 
switches, side-tracks, turn-tables, stock-yards, and 
water-stations, z 


Mr. POMEROY. 


i 
1 


| I move to amend the 
| amendment by adding ‘‘and to a junction with 
i the Kansas, Missouri, and Texas Railroad 
| Company.” There is a road now being built 
| on the line; it may be some little distance 
| from the line, and so I say ‘‘to a junction with 
‘the Kansas, Missouri, and Texas Railroad 
| Company.” 


i Mr. WARNER. Willthat go into the Indian 


territory? 

Mr. POMEROY. It will. 

Mr. WARNER. The policy of the commit- 
' tee was to strike out all relating to the Indian 
i territory. 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes; but this company 
should have a right to connect with a railroad 
that is very near the line if it is not on theline. 

Mr. HARRIS. I think this bill had better 


go over. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will withdraw my amend- 
ment if it is desired. I do not care anything 
about the amendment. 

Mr. FERRY. I shall object to any land in 
the Indian territory being granted. 

Mr. POMEROY. The bill does not give 
any. 

Mr. FERRY. The bill does. 

Mr. POMEROY.. We have struck out all 
the land grant. : There is nothing but the right 
of way in the Indian territory. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Louisiana objects to the further 
consideration of this bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will withdraw the amend- 
ment. I do not care anything about it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Louisiana object to the consid- 
eration of the bill? f 

Mr. HARRIS. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. POMEROY. If any one has any objec- 
tion to the amendment I withdraw it. 

Mr. FERRY. I prefer that it should -be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. WILSON. Does not this grant any 
land in the Indian territory ? 

Mr. POMEROY. Not an acre. It grants 
the right of way, provided: the Indians choose 
to sell it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment reported by the Commit- 
| tee on Public Lands. j 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the committee was 
| in section one, line seventeen, after the word 
| “Arkansas,” to strike out ‘‘ and the Indian ter- 
ritory.”” 
| The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert at the 
' end of the first section the words ‘‘not ex- 
: ceeding forty acres at any one place.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in section three, 
i line eight, to insert the word ‘‘or’’ between 
| the words ‘‘ Missouri” and ‘‘Arkansas;’’ and 
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to strike out after the word “Arkansas! the 
words “or the Indian territory;’’ and also 
to strike out the proviso at the end of the sec- | 
tion, in the following words: i 

Provided, That tho United States shall extinguish | 
as rapidly as may be consistent with public policy 
and the welfare of the Indians, and only by their 
vyolantary cession, the Indian titleto all lands falling 
under the operation of this act; Provided, That noth- 
ing in this act shall give to said company the right to 
any of the lands within the Indian territory until the 
extinguishment of the Indian title thercto, and only 
in accordance with the terms and stipulations then 
agreed upon between the United States, the Indians, 
andsaidcowpany: Provided, however, That said com- 
pany may arrange with the Indian tribe or tribes 
through whoso lands or reservations said lino of rail- 
way may pass for the right of way to the extent of 
one hundred feet in width through such lands or 
reservations, and for the necessary grounds for sta- 
tions, side-tracks, and workshops. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was 
in section four, line seven, after the word 
‘+nerscns,’’ to strike out the words ‘‘or by 
any Indian tribe or nation through whose lands 
or reservatiog the railway herein provided for 
may pass.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out the 
propa at the end of section four, in the fol; 
owing words: 

Provided, Taat any such grant or donation, 
power, aid, or assistance from any Indian tribe or 


nation shall be subject to the approval of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out sec- 
tion five, as follows: 

Seo. 5 And be it further enacted’, That the said 
alternatescctions of land granted by this act, except- 
ing only such as are necessary for the company to 
reserve for depots, stations, side-tracks, wood yards, 
stock yards, standing ground, and otber needtal 
uses in operating the road, shall be sold by the com- 
pany to actual settlers, in quantities not exceeding | 
‘one hundred ani sixty acres, or a quarter section, to 
any one settler, at prices not exceeding five dollars 
per acre; and to settlers having vabid preémption 
rights at the time of tho passage of this act, (pro- 
vided the same shall not thereafter be forfeited 
by non-compliance with the provisions of this act,) 
at $123 per acre: frovided, That all lands herein 
granted to said company, and remaining unsold at 
the expiration of three years after the completion of 
said road, may be sold to purchasers upon such terms 
us the said company may determine. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amend ment was ta section six, line 
five, after.the word ‘‘Arkansas’’ to'strike ont 
the words ‘‘or the Indian territory.” . ; 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section six, 
line eight, after the word ‘‘ manner’’ to insert 
tand when such certificate shall be supported 
by the certificate of the surveyor general of 
‘Missouri and Arkansas.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


.The next amendment was in section nine, 
to strike out the letter ‘‘s’’ at the end of the ` 
word ‘‘lines,’’ and insert after the word “line”? 
the words ‘‘its road;’’ and in line four to 
strike out the words ‘teach other” after ‘‘in- 
tersect;’’ so that the section will read: 

That it shall be the duty of said Pacific and Great 
Eastern Railway Company, and any other railroad 
company whose line its road may cross or intersect, 


to form running connections with each other on fair 
and equitable terms. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section ten, 
lin® six, to strike out, ‘two years” and insert 
t: oneyear;” in line eight to strike out *‘ fifty” 
‘and insert “‘ tweiity’’ before the word *‘ miles,’’ 
‘and to strike out the word ‘‘thitd’’ before 
t year” where it twice occurs and insert 
aes so that, as amended, the section will 
read: 


Ae 


That each and every grant, right and pfivilege | 


herein expressed are so made and given to and 
accepted by eaid Pacific and Great Eastern Railway | 
Company, upon and subject to the following condi- 
tions, namely: that the said company shall com- 
mence the work on said road within one year from 
_the approval of this act by the President, and shall 
complete not less than twenty miles per year after 
the first year, and shall construct, equip, furnish, 
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and complete the main Jino of the whote road by the 
4th day of July, A. D, 1878. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out the 
' previso at the end of the section, in the follow- 
ing words: 


Provided, That if the 
breach of the condition hercof, and allow the same 
to continue for upward of one year, then in such caso, 
at any time hereafter, the United States may do an 
and all acts and things which may be needful an 
Rese to insure a speedy completion of the said 
ro 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert ag an 
additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That the sections and 
part of sections of Jand which by such grants shall 
Tomain to the United States within ten miles on each 
side of said road shall not be sold tor less than double 
the minimum price of the public lands when sold; 
nor shall any of said lands become subject to salo at 
private entry until the same shall havo been first 
offered at public sale to the highest bidder ator above 
theincreascd minimum pricoas aforesaid: Provided, 


said company make any | 
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hands of another party, which stamps, pursn. 
ant to his duty, he had enrried in part to the 
bank, as far as he could do so, reserving only 
those he must have in use after bank hours, 
Those he deposited on the night in question, 
as he ought to have done, in the sate of the 
American Express Company, which safe wag 
blown up, as Í said, rifled of its contents, and 


' among other things of these stamps; he being 


That actual and dona fide settlers under the provis- . 
ions of the preémption and homestead laws of the . 


United States may, after due proof of settlement, 
improvement, cultivation, and occupation, as now 
provided by law, purchase tho same at the increased 
minimum price aforesaid ; Provided, also, That set- 
tlers on any reserved sections under the provisions 
of the homestead law who occupy, improve, and cul- 
tivate the same for a period of five years, and comply 
with the several conditions and requirements of said 
act, shall be entitled to an amount not exceeding 
eighty acres cach. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HARLAN. I move that this bill be 
sed over informally, and printedasamended. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, That order 
will be entered if there be no objection. The 
Chair hears no objection. 


OFFICERS-ELECT IN TEXAS. 


the Senate to take up House bill No. 1912, to | 


i extend the time of taking the oath by officers 


a sufferer in his own right, as Í understand, ag 
to his own property. These stamps having 
been taken, the facts being conceded, within 
the practice of the Government, which has been 
uniform, relief would be given. I have here 
a report, a very brief report, made by the Sens 
ator from Oregon, [Mr. Wiu.taMs, | from the 
Committee on Iinanee, which I beg to have 
read, thinking that some Senator may desire 
it, and then { hope there may be no objection 
to the consideration of this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New York asks unanimous consent to 

roceed to the consideration of the bill named 


y him. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I want to say one word. I 
think the bill ought to be considered and passed ; 


. but if it be, then I think there is another class 


of bills precisely of the same character that 
ought also to pass. They were both objected 
to the other day. I will interpose no objection 
now to this; but if this bill shall pass I shall 
ask that the other bills shall also be considered 
and the Senate certainly ought to consider both 
if either. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I shall object to all the 


others. 
` Mr. HAMLIN. The cases are precisely 
alike; they come out of the same safe, and are 


- connected with the same transaction, and you 
Mr. FLANAGAN. I ask the indalgence of | 


i elected in Texas thirty days from the 30th of | 
- April, 1870. It will explain itself. Itis avery 


important matter. I hope the Senate will in- 
_dulge me by taking it up. 


| There being no ‘objection, the bill (H. R. ¥ 


No. 1912) to extend the time within which 
: persons elected to office may take the oath of 
admit the State of Texas to representation in 
the Congress of the United States,’ approved 
‘March 80, 1870, was read three times and 
passed. It provides that all persons duly 
elected to Office in the State of Texas, and 
holding the proper certificate of such election, 
shall have thirty days from April 30, 1870, 
within which to take, subscribe, and file the 
oath of office prescribed bythe act of Congress 
approved March 30, 1870, for the admission 
of the State of Texas to representation in the 
Congress of the United States. 


L. Le MERRY. 


Mr. CONKLING. The other day, during 
my absence—the second absence only which 
has occurred from the city of Washington dur- 
ing the sessions of Congress in all the years I 
have served here—there was called up a bill 
relating to a transaction which occurred in the 
immediate locality in which I live, and which 


testimony as to the facts in the case. I refer to 
the bill to enable Laurence L. Merry, lately 
a collector of internal revenue, to adjust his 
accounts with the Treasury Department. The 


i Ilion. . There occurred some time ago, on the 
| date stated in the report, a burglary, which 
| produced a profound sensation there, being a 
' very extraordinary thing. Not only the post 
` office, but the bank in the place and the office 


robbery committed. Among the things stolen 
' were eertain stamps lodged in the hands of this 
| collector, and certain stamps lodged in the 


office prescribed in an act entitled ‘An act to 


difficulty grows out of an occurrence in the | 


cannot draw a distinction between them. If the 
Senator from Vermont objects against the post- 


' master I must object against this bill. 


Mr. CONKLING. I ask the Senator to hear 
me one moment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will. 

Mr. CONKLING. Can my honorable friend 
find nothing to distinguish this case in the cir- 
cumstance that on the occasion when it was 
ealled up the member of this body who alone 


: by reason ot locality could know the facts waa 


absent, and the supposition is that-the claim- 
ant suffered in consequence ‘of his absence? 
Now, L.beg.to say to the honorable Senator 


i that there is no other bill relating to. this 


transaction save one. There is a bill which 
I admit is the fellow of this precisely .in 
reference to the postmaster, there having been 
sent to. him from Philadelphia by the .order 
of the Government $1,100 worth of stamps, 


-iť that was the amount, which stamps were 


stolen from his office on the same night, 


‘as part: of the same burglary. It was really 
` one transaction; and I assume that one bill 


- do. 
i will allow the two bills, although they are 


|: some of my neighbors think would not have been ` 
` objected to had I been here to bear a word of | 


{ 
i 


ii 
{ 
ii 


little hamlet in which he lives, the village of ij- 


being considered, for convenience’ sake, no 
Senator would wish to reserve the other bill 
for a separate consideration. The facts are 
identical. One ought not to pass unless both 
I hope-my honorable friend from Maine 


technically two, to be considered, because one 
would necessarily follow the other. wt 

Mr. POMEROY. If both can be consid- 
ered I will not object. 1 am on the Commit- 
tee on Post Offices and Post Roads. If one 
is to be considered, and not the other, I do 
object. > ’ť : l 

Mr. CONKLING. That will not be, be- 
cause the facts are identical. Si 
Mr. THAYER. It will take but a few min- 


| utes to pass both bills. I hope they will be 
|, taken up. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


| hears no objection to the consideration of the 
» bill. 
: of the express company were entered, the safe i 
‘blown open by burglars, and a very extensive | 


The report will be read. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not think it need 
be read. I am safe in saying that the occur- 
rence waé so notorious and so near to: me that 
there can be no doubt that a gang of profes- 
sional burglars passed by there and succeede 
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in a very extraordiaary robbery. The honor- 
able Senator from Maine tells me that he in- 


vestigated it and was satisfied with it, and the |: 


Senator from Oregon [ LIA 
me of the same thing. One bill is on top of 
age 8 of the Calendar, being House bill No. 
S72, and the other is House bill No. 886, at 
the bottom of page 6. 
Mr. EDMUNDS, i bjer 
my friend from New York having this bill taken 
up, because he stated that he was absent when 
juwas reached, and if heremight have explained 
it in such a way that we should be willing to 
pass it by unanimous consent, Ţ Bat it seems 
to me that it involves the same principle, though 
the facts may differ, as the brood of bills on 
the Calendar providing for reimbursing public 
officers who say they have lost money, apa 
probably have in most instances, while in cha 
of it. Í have great doubt as to the propriety 
of passing a bill of that character in any case. 
J do not say : 
if it were to be considered; but inasmuch as 
the whole subject will involve some time in its 
consideration, and will determine what we are 
to do in the thousands of cases that will mul- 
tiply hereafter, it seems to me we ought to go 
ou with the Calendar under the understanding 
we have had, acting only on those cases to 
which there is no serious objection. I think 
we had better go on, because I perceive that I 


cannot distinguish and suffer this bill to pass | 


by unanimous consent without involving myself 


in the obligation to suffer the bills of the Sen- | 


ator from Minnesota for all the postmasters to 
by unanimous consent. 


Mr. CONKLING. I beg to make two sug- ` 
In the first place, this is not the ; 


gestions. a 
case of an officer who was the custodian of 


funds. On the contrary, itis thecase of aman | 


whowas the custodian of property, and in poiat 
of ethics and morals he was a bailee for hire, 
and nothing else ; and when he had acquitted 
himself of every duty that devolved upon him, 


I have not objected to - 


that I should not vote for this case . 


‘Porad the Senators. from Mississippi have 


, the 


and by unavoidable accident his safe wasrifled © 


of this property, he stands acquit, I submit, in 
every regard which can be considered as a 
moral question. 1e ho 
ble Senator from Vermont did not object ia the 


sober’? in that regard, and ask him to stand by 


Mr. WILLIAMS] assures |‘: 


: ness will be read. 


proofs shalt be the oath of the person alleged: to have 
performed said service, if stch person be living. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON. That had better be passed 


over. À 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 


The bill was reported to the Senateas amend- | be passed over. 


1 


ed, and theamendment was concurredin. The || 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


COURTS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


The next bill on the Calendar wag the bill 
(S. No. 890) to change the place of holding 
the courts of the United States for the northern 
district of Mississippi. The bill provides that 
the district courts of the United States for the 
northern district of Mississippi, now required 
to be held at Oxford, shall hereafter be held at 
the city of Corinth. 

The Committee on the Judiciary reported 
the bill with an amendment, to strike out the 
word ‘‘Corinth,’’ in line five, and to insert 
Pest Springs,” and to add at the end of | 
the bill: 


And no recognizance, writ, process, order, or notice 


- now returnable in said court at Oxford shall be 


affocted by said change, but shall be deemed return- 
able at Holly Springs. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Since that bill was re- 


esired to have it changed so as to consolidate 
two districts. There are two judicial districts 
now in the State of Mississippi, and they desire 
to consolidate them. ‘here is bat one judge. | 
I have not the amendment prepared, and I ask , 
that the bill be passed over ‘informally until I 
çan prepare an amendment. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will | 
be passed over informally, there being no | 
objection. The next bill in the order of busi- i 


; «+s POSTAGE, 
The. next -biH on the Calendar was the bill 


` (S. No. 793) ta.simplify and reduce the rate of © 
, postage, to abolish the franking system, to limit . 


the cost of carrying the mail, and to regulate 
ayment of postage. ` : 


r. SUMNER. I suppose the Senate is not 


` ready to proceed with that now, and it had 


In the next place, the honora- |. 


better be passed over. y 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 


! ‘| be passed over. 
first instance, and if he will allow me I should | 


like to appeal from ‘‘ Philip drank to Philip | 


his original good-natare, which prevented him - 
from objecting, on this occasion and let the | 


biil be considered. I submit tothe honorable `; pili as a substitute for this? 


Senator that it is not like bills touching post- 
masters and persons having charge of funds. 
Jt is not that case ; and Lhope he will find that 
distinction broad enough to quiet hiseonscience, 
if iudeed his conscience impels him to object 
to this, and let the question be considered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think the bill had bet- 
ter go over, as it involves the whole question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermont objects. aah Ss 


SERVICES IN TAKING CENSUS OF 1860. 
Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator from 


New Jersey be good enough to withdraw his , 


objection to Senate bill No. 99? I desire to 
withdraw the amendment which I offered and 
send a substitute to the Chair. : 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any |- 


objection to resuming the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 99) to pay loyal citizens in the 
States lately in rebellion for services in taking 
the United States census of 1860, which was 
passed over informally? The Chair hears none. 
The bill is before the Senate as in Committee 
of the Whole. ioe: fobs 

Mr. SAWYER. I move to amend the bill 
by striking out the proviso and in lieu thereof 
Inserting: 

Provided, That no money shall be paid on account 
of any such claim until proof satisfactory to the 
Seeretary of the Interior of the loyalty to the United 

ates throughout the late rebellion of the person 


y whom said service is alleged to have been per- 
formed shall have been furnished, among which 


i 


| imposed by the fourteenth amendment of the | 
|| Constitation of the United States, and for other | 


| be passed over. 


Mr. SUMNER. I propose to move thatbill 
as a substitute for the famous bill of my friend, 
the Senator from Minnesota. . 

Mr. CONKLING. Why not take it ap now 
and let the Senator from Minnesota move that 


_Mr. RAMSEY. The bill referred to is-a 
special order, and comes up as soon as the | 
Calendar is throagh. ` l | 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill |: 
(S-'No. 794) to relieve certain persons therein | 
named from the legal and political disabilities | 


pripone. . ' 
r. ROBERTSON. :I move that that bill | 
be recommitted to the select Committee on the : 
Removal of Political Disabilities for the pur- : 
pose of making some amendments. i 
The motion was agreed tos: 
RAILROAD LAND GRANTS. | 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(S. No. 275) granting lands to aid in the con- | 
struction of a railroad and telegraph line from 
Columbia river to Great Salt Lake. . 
Mr. COLE. That had better go over. ` 


The PRESIDING OFFICER.. |The bill will i f 


‘the Committee on Claims of the Senate, and 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(S. No. 477) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 
for a grant of. lands to the State of Iowa, in | 
alternate sections, to aid in the construction | 
of a railroad in said State,’ approved. May 12, :: 
1864; and to grant lands toaid in the construc: | 
tion of a railroad from O’Brien county, Iowa, | 
to the Missouri river. ; | 


v Pe 


i 
F 


-provisiona 


: 1866, declared the insurrection in 


LOUISIANA PROVISIONAL COURT. 
The next business on the Calendar was the 


, joint resolution (H. R. No. 196) for the relief 


of J. Edwards Clarke, and the heirs and legal 
representatives of John T. Peabody, deceased; 
which was considered as in Committee of tho 
Whole. 

The Committee on the Judiciary reported 
the joint resolution with an amendment: in 
line ‘seven to strike out ‘t $7,451” and insert 


$6 $6,101,” and in line eleven to strike out 


‘S086 64’ and to insert ‘$403 83;’’ so as to 
make the resolution read: 


That tho Secretary of the Treasury be, and ho is 
hereby, authorized and directed to pay, out of any 
monoy in the Treasury not otherwise a poeonniatnd: 
to J. Edwards Clarke, late marshal of the United 
States provisional court of tho State of Louisiana, 
thosum of $6,101 66; and to the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of John T. Penbody, deceased, lato clerk 
of said court, the sum of 33,403 33, in full satisfaction 
for all services, claims, and expenditures of said offi- 
cers, in behalf of the United States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


=- Mr, COLE. Let the report be read. 


The Secretary read the following report, 
submitted by Mr. Stewanrz, from the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary,. on the 18th of April: 


This claim is made by J. Edwards Clarke, and the 
legal representative of John ‘tf. Peabody, deceasod, 
for salary and office expenses while serving as mar- 


: shal: and clerk, respectively, of the United States 


provisional court of Louisiana. 


By order of the President of October 20, 1862, the 


| court was constituted andthe judge appointed. Tho 


same order authorized thejudge, among other things, 


| to appoint a marshal and olerk, and named the sal- 


ary, ofeach. l 
he judge resigned in December, 1865: and no suc- 
cessor was appointed, but the marshal and clerk 
continued in the discharge. of their duties, and in 
‘charge of the records and property. until November 
24, 1866, when it wouldscem, from arecei ptturnished, 
‘that everything was turned over to the United States 
district court of the eastern district of Louigiana, in 
pursuance of the third section of the apt of Congress 
approved July 28, 1866. i : 

.This section expressly recognizes the legality of the 

Y 1 court, by declaring that its judgments 
‘and decrees should be binding upon the district and 
circuit courts, g . i $ 

Up to tho time the judge resigned the expenses of 
the court were paid out of the contingent fund of the 
War Deporements on the certificate of the judge, in 
pursuance of the executive order establishing the 
court, ` 

The claim was filed in the War Department, and 
the board of claims, after causing an investigation 
to'be made by the officers of the War Department at 
New Orleans, held that the claim was just and should 
be allowed, but that there was no appropriation then 
under the control of the Department from which it 
could be paid. ; 

General Schofield, Secretary of War, approved this 


| report, and transmitted it to the House of Repre- 
i “pentatives, recommending that an appropriation be 


made. 

Recently, in the case of the bark Grapeshot, tho 
Supreme Court of the United States unanimously 
held that the provisional court of Louisiana was 
Tegafly established, and that its adjudications were 
valid. : wie 

Leceipisand affidavits are furnished, showing tha 
the expenses actually occurred. — | ; ` 

‘The fact that the judge resigned is no reason why 
the obher officers should be deprived of their pay 
while continuing in the discharge of their duties ; 
neither did that resignation abolish the court itself, 

But the proclamation of the President of April 2, 
Louisiana at an 


' end, and the.act of July 28, 1896, abolished the pro- 
: visional court of Louisiana an 


2 d rovided for a trans- 
fer of its records to the United States courts. : 
it is believed that ons month was euflicient time 
for a promulgation of the act abolishing the court 
and for effecting an actual transfer of the records 


| and closing the office. The salary of the claimants 
li should. therefore be computed only to August 31, 


1868, and it. is recommended that the House resolu- 


', tion No. 196 be amended accordingly. 


Mr. HOWE. . This claim was once before 


that committee reported adversely to it. Since 


, that time it seems to have passed the House 


of Representatives and been referred to our 


| Committee on the Judiciary, and that commit- 


tee made the report which has just been read. 
Another fact has transpired since the Commit- 
tee on Claims made their report, and that is, it 
ig said thet there has been a decision of the 
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Supreme Court of the United Statea affirming 
the legality of that provisional court in Louis- 
iana. [Í have not seen that decision. 

Mr. STEWART. That is the fact. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 

Mr. HOWE. I am not controverting the 
statement that there has been such a decision 
made. I have not seen it. 
upon what grounds it is based. But whether 
that court was valid or not seems to me to be 
an unimportant consideration in determining 
the validity of this claim. 


in Louisiana, as I understand, and he author- 
ized, or undertook to authorize, that judge to 
appoint certain officers, such as a marshal and 
‘a clerk, and to fix their salaries. ‘They under- 


The order of the | 


‘President appointed a provisional judge there | United States, shall hereafter be entitled to the 


took to pay these officers out of the incidental ` 


fund of the War Department. For a certain 
time that court, so constituted, continued to do 
business, pronounced judgments, I suppose, 
and perbaps executed those judgments; but 
the time came when the judge resigned. The 
only authority in the world who could confer 


and marshal resigned that authority. There 


We had the decision. Í 


I do not know : 


; | 
from Connecticut objects, and the bill will be | 
passed over. |! 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill : 
(S. No. 554) to regulate credits to prisoners 
for good bebavior; which was considered asin . 
Committee of the Whole. The bill provides 
that prisoners who are now or who may here- | 
after be confined in prisons of any of the States, 


-as punishment for crimes of which they have | 


| 


| 


or who did confer any authority on this clerk , 


| bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third . 


was then no longer a provisional court; but ; 
these officers seem to have thought they were | 
called upon to hold on to their offices, and they - 


did hold on to their offices, they say. What 
single duty there was for them to perform l 
cannot conceive. Nota writ could issue, and 


therefore I do not know what the marshal could : 


do; and if no writ could issue, or no term of | 


t 


the court could be held, I do not know what |. 


the clerk could do. 


heard assigned for their holding on to their | 


offices was to take care of their records. 
would suppose that the records of a provisional 
court could have been taken care of at less 
expense than that provided for in this bill. 
But the bill not only provides for paying these 
officers from the time the judge resigned up to 
the time the law passed transferring 
“records from their custody, but it provides for 
paying them for a month thereafter, I think. 
Mr. POMEROY. I guess you had better 
object to it, and stop the debate. 
Mr. HOWE. You can object if you wish. 
Mr. POMEROY. On your statement I shall 
feel bound to object. ; 
Mr. H 
it go over. 


à 


r. POMEROY. On the statement of the | 


Senator from Wisconsin this bill certainly ought 
not to pass. I know nothing about it except 
from his statement; but upon that statement 
of the case I should object to the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
‘Kansas desires the bill to be passed over. 

Mr. STEWART. - I think it had better be 
acted on and disposed of now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It will take no more 
time now than at any other period. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Doesthe Senator 
from Kansas withdraw his objection? 

Mr. POMEROY. If the statement of the 
Senator from Wisconsin is admitted to be a 
es statement of the facts, I object to the 

ill. 
_Mr. TRUMBULL. But we may as well 
dispose of it now one way or the other. 

Mr. FENTON. I hope my friend from 
Kansas will withdraw his objection and let 
us vote on the bill now. ' 


these | 


Mr. POMEROY. If there is to beno further | 


debate upon it, and Senators will agree to take 
a vote, I am willing that the vote shall be taken. 

Mr. FENTON. There will be no debate. 
Let us have a vote. 

The. VICE PRESIDENT. If no amend- 
ment be offered the bill will be reported to the 
Senate. 

Mr. HOWE. Do I understand that the Sen- 
ator from Kansas has withdrawn his objec- 


tion? 
Mr. FERRY. I object. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


The only reason I have |: 


One : 


i The next business on the Calendar was the | 
| joint resolation (S. R. No. 186) declaring the ` 


OWE. Very well; if you object, let || 


(5. No. 742) to authorize the Secretary of the 


-and we have been oblige 


been convicted and sentenced by courts of the : 


other prisoners confined in the same prison. 
The Committee on the Judiciary reported 

the bill with an amendment, to insert at the , 

end of the bill the following : 


And hereafter the act approved March 2, 1867, en- | 
titled “An actin relation to personsimprisoned under : 
sentence for offenses against the United States,’’shall ` 
only apply to such persons as are confined in prisons 
whore no credits for good behavior are allowed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. The 


reading, was read the third time, and passed. 
SUPREME AND CIRCUIT JUDGES. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 521) to increase the number of judges 
of the Supreme and circuit courts of the United | 
States, and to establish the boundaries of the | 
judicial circuits ; which was reported adversely 
from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. POMEROY. I move that the bill be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RATIFICATION OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 


ratification of the fifteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This joint reso- ` 
lution was referred to the Committee on the ` 
Judiciary, and the committee were discharged : 
from its fyrther consideration. | 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I think it had better go | 
over. I move that it be passed over. 
The motion was agreed to. | 


BOUNDARIES OF LAND DISTRICTS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


nterior to change the boundaries of land dis- | 


t according as circumstances required, 
CREDITS TO PRISONERS FOR GOOD BEHAVIOR, | 'nstance, when it becomes necessary to enlarge 
i the boundaries of a district, or modify them, 


© we consult the Commissioner of the General 


tricts. l 
The Secretary read the bill. It proposes to 


| empower the Secretary of thẹ Interior to change | 
| and reéstablish the boundaries of land districts | 
' whenever in his opinion the public interests |: 
| will be subserved thereby, without authority » 


to increase the number of land offices or 


land :: 


| districts. ji 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Ithink that bill had bet- | 
ter go over. It will involve discussion. 
Mr. THAYER. I hope there will be no ob- | 
jection to this bill. Ifthe Senator noticed the | 
reading of the bill I do not think he would | 
object to it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand from the | 
Senator from Kansas that. by the present law | 
land districts are established by act of Con- 
ress, and this bill proposes to put them all 
into the hands of the Secretary of the Interior, | 
to change the boundaries and reéstablish them ‘i 
at his mere discretion. If that is so, it is a | 
very questionable piece of legislation, in my | 
opinion. 
Mr. THAYER. JI will state, if I may be | 
permitted, in a very few words, the object of | 
this bill which I introduced. It very often . 
occurs as settlements extend that the bound- , 
aries of land districts are required to be changed, | 
to introduce a bill | 
for each particular case. On consultation with || 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office | 
he thought, or rather I suggested whether it 
would not be well to authorize the Secretary |! 


' friend must know. 


: resentative from that district. ‘ 
< this bill is to avoid coming here for a special 


òf the Interior or the President to change them 
For 


Land Office, and he of course is guided a great 
deal by the representatives from the locality, 
The result was that we came to the conclusion 
that it was better to let him have the power to 
enlarge the districts orto modify them according 
as the wants of the settlers required, instead 


| of being obliged to come to Congress in every 


A e | particular case to pass an act to cover it. 
‘same system of credits for good behavior as | P p 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the bill go over. Tt 


. may be that the Senator is right, but I should 


like to look into it. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I will state that in regard 


`: tæ the State of Oregon it is provided by special 


éenactinent that the President of the United 
States may change the boundaries of the land 


_ districts. There certainly can be no objection 
- to that provision. It is in the interest of econ- 
‘omy. It does not increase the number of disg- 


tricts. i 
Mr. THAYER. And it saves legislation. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I think it is a bill that 
ought to pass. I shall move to amend it by 


: inserting ** President of the United States” 
_ instead of ‘' Secretary of the Interior.” 


Mr. COLE. I remember that section seven 
of the law of 1866 concerning the mining re- 
gions, &c., authorized the Secretary of the 
Interior to establish at will new land districts, 
and I suppose that would include the power to 
change the boundaries of the districts. 

Mr. POMEROY. We have never allowed 
any Secretary of the Interior to increase the 


|, number of officers. We have sometimes allowed 


him to change the districts. ~- 
Mr. COLE. That certainly is changing the 


i boundaries of some. out of which others are 


carved. 

Mr. POMEROY. Under the bill he can 
change the boundaries if he does not establish 
new offices. He cannot increase the number. 

Mr. THAYER. One word farther—— | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does 
not yet know whether the bill is before the 


‘| Senate or not. 


Mr. THAYER. The Senator from 
does not object, I presume. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I thinkI ought to object, 
because as the bill stands I think it is con- 
ferring power on the Secretary of the Interior 
that ought not to be conferred upon him. I 
of course do not allude to the present gentle- 


Vermont 


! man who occupies that office, because I would 


trust him with any power that I would trust 
myself; but we are legislating for ali time, my 


Mr. THAYER. Im these cases you legis- 
late upon the report of the Commissioner and 
of the Seeretary of the Interior,:and they are 
guided by the representations of a Senator or 


i member from that State or district.. You have 


to be guided by those representations. My 
friend would have no knowledge in regard to 
a land district in the State ot Nebraska, its 


i! boundaries, or the necessity for a change. He 


would refer to the Secretary and the Commis- 
sioner, and they would consult with the Rep- 
The object of 


bill in every particular case. I 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand the object 


| of it; but I think it had better lie over until 


to-morrow, and perhaps I shall withdraw the 
objection then. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont desires that the bill be pra over. 

Mr. THAYER. If my friend from Vermont 
will consent to allow it to come up to-morrow, 
let it be passed over informally. ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS... I submit an amendment 
to go with the bill, to strike out ‘‘ Secretary of 
the Interior” and insert “President of the 
United States.” 

Mr. THAYER. I will accept that. 


1870. 


Mr. POMEROY.: That is the effect of the 
pill now. The Secretary of the Interior is 


l lerk of the President. : 
"he VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Oregon moves to amend the bill and the |! 
Senator from Vermont allows it to be passed - 


over informally, as the Chair understands. 

Mr. THAYER. Until he has had time to 
examine it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont objects, and the bill will be 
passed over. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
keeping its place on the Calendar, and when 
we get through with the, unobjected cases, 
if Senators wish to consider it, it can be 
called up again; and I may say the sanre of 
the Post Office bills which involve some dis- 
cussion. I do not wish to put them off in any 


adverse spirit; but we had better first go | 


through with the cases that do notinvolve any 


debate. : i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill will be 
regarded as passed over informally. 
MARINE HOSPITAL AT NATCHEZ. l 
The next bill on tho Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1602) donating the marine hospital 


at Natchez, in Mississippi, to the State of 
Mississippi for educational purposes. | 


I do not object to its | 


H 


Mr. SPENCER. I move that the bill be 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. It 
properly belongs there, and should have been 
referred there originally. 

Mr. DRAKE. I do not know that it specially 
belongs to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SPENCER. The subject of marine 
hospitals certainly does belong to that com- 
mittee. If the marine hospital at Natchez is 
to be donated to Mississippi for educational 
purposes we have one in Alabama that we 
should like to have donated to us, and the 
Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KeLLogc] has 
one in his State which he would like to have 
donated to Louisiana for educational purposes. 

Mr. DRAKE. Well, sir, if the passage of 
this bill so excites the cupidity of my friend 
from Alabatha and my friend from Louisiana 
as to the hospitals that are situated in their 
States, I think perhaps the bill had better go 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection to that course, and the bill will be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 785) to incorporate an association for 
the prevention of cruelty to animals in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr.POMEROY. Since this bill was reported 
we have passed a general incorporation act, 
and I presume these people cau organize under 
that act. 

Mr. DRAKE. If the Senator from Kansas 
will allow me a moment, I will state that this is 
a quasi police regulation, which cannot be 
brought under the general incorporation law. 

Mr. POMEROY. Iwill hearitread. Ido 
not know what it is. 

Mr. DRAKE, I should be glad to have 
acted upon. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let the bill be read. 

_ The Secretary read the bill, and it was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. ~ 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
teported the bill, with amendments. The first 
amendment was in section five, line two, after 
Ford ‘*shall’? to strike. out the followin 

rag: : 


As oceasion may require, aid the society, its mem- 
ers, or agents in che enforcement of the laws which 

are now or may be enacted for the protection of 
amb animals. 


And to insert in lieu thereof the following : 


„Upon application of any member of the associa- 
far arrest offending parties without a warrant, who 
: all be taken by such police officer before a justice 
: se peace for trial; and the proper evidence of 
ent membership to a police officer shall be the 
xhibition of a badge or certificate of membership. 


it 


Mr. WILLIAMS.: Let that be reported 
gain. 

The Secretary. Section five, if amended 
as proposed, will read as follows: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the police 
force of the District of Columbia shall, upon appli- 


a 


cation of any membor of the association, arrest ; 


offending parties without a warrant, who shall be 
taken by such police officer before a justice of the 
peace for trial; and the proper evidence of such 


membership toa police officer shall be the exhibition | 


of a badge or certificate of membership. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 
ferring rather an extraordinary power on an 
individual—to cause a man to be arrested sim- 
ply on application, without any warrant? I 
do not know but that this is the usual legisla- 
tion in reference to these organizations, and 
if it is of course I have nothing to say; but it 
strikes me that it is giving an individual a good 


deal of power to allow him to arrest a man || 


without a warrant or anything of that kind. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
will listen to me for a single moment, I will 
state to him precisely what is within the scope 
of this amendment. 
members of this society to call upon a police- 
man to take a man whom they find abusing an 
animal before a justice of the peace, and when 
they get him there a warrant is to be issued, 
precisely as policemen now arrest men and 
take them before a magistrate without a war- 
rant. The necessity for it arises from the fact 
that before you can go and get your warrant 
the individual who has committed the offense 
has got away. 

Mr. CONKLING. It seems to me that isa 
very reasonable’ and just statement; but I 
beg to ask the honorable Senator a question. 
Under the language as it stands might not a 
member of this society, without doing it on 
view at all, without: seeing himself any such 
cruelty as the Senator refers to, go and do the 
very thing here provided? If so, then it over- 
looks a great distinction which has lasted so 
long in the law, that distinction which provides 
that a magistrate or a peace officer should 
arrest either upon process or upon view. Now, 


E ask if that is not con- | 


If the Senator from Oregon | 


It does propose to allow | 


if this-is to be done upon view alone, the per- | 


son who does it being responsible for his act, 
I see no objection. But as I heard the lan- 
guage read, it struck me that any member of 
this society, if I went and informed him that 
somebody had abused an animal, or he heard 
it in any way, might then go without process 
and without his own view and cause this arrest 
to be made. 

` Mr. HOWELL. The words “upon view’? 
might be inserted in the amendment. . It was 
intended so. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let the words ‘‘ on view” 
be inserted. This society is made up of cler: 
gymen and men of the highest character, who 
really want to carry out a benevolent purpose. 
None of them design to cause an. arrest except 
upon view, and then they want the policeman 
to arrest the person. Letthewords ‘‘ on view” 
be inserted. : 

Mr. POMEROY. If this were a society to 
prevent the stealing of animals in the District 
it would be much more interesting to me. 
have had several stolen. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine moves to amend the amendment by 
adding the words ‘‘on view.” If there be no 
objection the amendment to the amendment 
will be made. ; E 

Mr: CONKLING. How does it read now? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let it be read as it now 
stands. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
from Maine will hear it read probably there 
will have to be more words added. The Sec- 
retary will read the section as it stands with- 
out the proposed amendment to the amend- 
ment. f 

The Secretary read as follows: 

That the police force of the District of Columbia 
shall, upon application of any member of the asso- 


ciation, arrest offending parties without a warrant, 
who shall be taken by such police officer before a 
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i of this act.” 


of all the fines. 
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qnstice of the peace for trial; and the proper evi- 
ence of such membership to a police officer shall be 
the exhibition of a badge or certificate of member- 


ship, . 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator from New 
York [Mr. CoxxLING] suggests to add after 
the word ‘“‘ association,” in the sixth line, the 
words ‘'who shall have viewed any violation 
Let those words be inserted. 
There is no objection to that. That is the 
intent of the bill. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I think “witnessed” is 
a better word. 

Mr. HAMLIN. ‘' Upon view” are the bet- 
ter words. - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
to theamendment will be regarded as agreed to. 

The amendment, as amended, was adopted. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Thenext amend- 
ment will be read. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The bill as originally intro- 
duced provided that one half of all the fines 
incurred should inure to the society for the 
purpose of prosecuting this work. The Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia propose 
to amend that and give the society the benefit 

That is the next amend- 
ment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the amendment. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was in section six, line one, to strike out the 
words ‘one half of’? and to insert the word 
‘all;’? so thatthe section will read: 


That all the fines collected through the instrument- 
ality of the society or its agents for violations of 
such laws shall accrue to the benefit of said society. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to add asan addi- 
tional section the following: 


Sec. 8. And be tt further enacted, That. Congress shall 
neve power to alter, amend, or repeal thisactat any 
ime. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed, 


CREW OF THE ONEIDA. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 788) for the relief of the widows and 
orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines 
of the United States vessel of war Oneida, 
and for other purposes; whieh was cqnsidered 
as in Committee of the Whole. The bill pro- 
vides that the widow or child or children, and 
in case there be no widow or child or children 
then the parent or parents, and if there be no 
parents the brothers and sisters of the ofi- 
cers, seamen, marines, and others in service 
who were lost in the United States vessel of 
war Oneida on the 24th of January, 1870, shall 
be entitled to and receive a sum equal to twelve 
months’ sea pay of their respective deceased 
relations, in addition to the pay due to the 
deceased at the date of the loss of the vessel; 
and the proper accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury Department are authorized to compute the 
pay up to and including the 24th of January, 
1870, the day upon which the vessel was sunk 
in Yokohama bay, Japan. A 
. The second section directs the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury to settle upon 
the principles of justice and equity the accounts 
of the officers, sailors, marines, and others, 
including captain’sclerk, on board the Oneida, 
and to assume the last quarterly return of the 
paymaster of the vessel as the basis of compu- 
tation of the subsequent credits to those on 
board, to the date of such loss, if there be no 
official evidence to the contrary. 

The third section directs the proper accoant- 
ing officers of the Treasury Department to 
settle the accounts of Thomas L. Tullock, janior, 
late paymaster in the Navy, who was lost in 
the asida, with all his accounts and vouchers 
for expenditures and payments made by him, 
and with all the money, stores, and supplies 
procured for the use of the vessel, and to allow 


3144 


him a credit for whatever sum apposte to be 
due from him on the books of the Depart- 
ment. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs reported 
the bill with an amendment, to insert at the 
end of the first section the following proviso : 

Provided, That Ensigns William E. Uhler, George 
K. Bower, George K. Adams, James C. Hull, and 
Charles A. Copp, who were lost in the said vessel, 
shali be considered as having been commissioned as 
ensigns, and entitled to pay as such from April 19, 
1869, the date from which they were entitled to rank 
as ensigns, according to their commissions, signed by 
the President, but not received by them. ` 

Mr. CRAGIN. Jf it is within my power to 
do so I propose to withdraw that amendment 
and offer another. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the Senator from New Hampshire 


withdrawa the amendment reported by himself | 


from the Committee on Naval Affairs. The 
Chair hears no objection. The Senator from 
New Hampshire now offera an amendment 


from the Committee on Naval Affairs, which | 


will be read. 


The Secretary read the amendment, which | 


was to add to the firat section the following 
words: 


And the said accounting officers are hereby su- 
thorized, in adjusting the aceounta of such uf the 
officers who were lost on board the Oneida as were 
entitled by law or regulation to examination for 
promotion, to allow them the increased pay from 
the date they became entitled to examination; and 
the Secretary of the Navy is authorised to issue the 
commissiois of those who were confirmed by the 

enate. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- : 


ed, and the amendment waa concurred in. 


Mr. CRAGIN. I will simply state that this 
bill is in accordance with several precedents ; 
for instance, the precedents in the cases of 
the Cumberland and the Congress, which were 


destroyed by the Merrimac, and some earlier | 
cases, only varying in accordance with the | 
circumstances. The amendment which I have 


offered simply proposes to allow certain officers 
who being absent were not examined when the 


rest of their class were examined, but who | 


have been confirmed by the Senate, this winter 
a portion of them, a few of them since their 
death, increased pay from the time they be- 


came entitled to examination; and it author- | 
izes the Secretary of the Navy to issue the | 


commissions in two or three cases. 


` The Wl was ordered to be engrossed for a ` 


third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 
ADOLPH KUEHN. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Some time since the me- | 


morial of Adolph Kuehn, praying for compen- 
sation as second lieutenant, less his pay as first 
sergeant, from January 18, 1865, to July 29, 
1865, was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. They considered it without the 
evidence which is in the War Department, and 
they asked te be discharged from its further 
consideration. I ask that the papers may be re- 
geferred to the committee, in order that the 
memorialist may be enabled to furnish the 
committee with the evidence that is inthe War 
Department. : 

' The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 
Maine asks that the papers in the case men- 
tioned by him be re-referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. The Chair hears no 
objection, and it is so ordered. 


JOSEPH SHELTON. 


The bill (S. No. 798) granting a pension to 
Joseph Shelton was read the second time, and 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. |: 


‘The Secretary of the Interior is directed by the 
bill to place the name of Joseph Shelton, late 
a private in company A of the thirteenth regi- 
‘ment of Kansas volunteers, upon the pension- 
roll of the United States, at the rate of four 


1862. i ! 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
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amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ANNA M. HOWARD. 
li 
|l: (S. No. 799) for the relief of Anna M. Howard; 
' which was read the second time, and considered 
asin Committee of the Whole. The bill directs 
the Secretary of the Interior to pay to Anna 
M. Howard, mother of George Wy" Howard, 
late a private in company E in the eleventh 
regiment of New Jersey volunteers, arrears of 
pension at the rate of eight dollars 
from the 22d of April, 1863, the date of her 
son's discharge, to the 12th of February, 1864, 
the date of his death. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
! amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ROSWELL M. SHURTLEFF. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 208) for the relief 
, of Roswell M. Shurtleff, of New York; which 


The joint resolution requires the proper ac- 
couuting officers of the Treasury to audit and 
pay to Roswell M. Shurtleff, of New York city, 
as first lieutenant and adjutant of the naval 
' brigade and Union coast guard, organized in 
May, 1861, by Colonel Washington A. Bart- 
lett, of New York, the pay and emoluments 
of first lieutenant and adjutant, for military 
‘ service rendered by him without having been 
mustered into the United States service, from 
May 15, 1861, to July 23, 1862, deducting there- 
from the amount received by him from the 


`. United States as a prisoner of war at Rich- 


mond, Virginia. 


. Thejoint resolation was reported to the Sen- `: 


ate without amendment, ordered to a third 
: reading, read the third time, and passed. 


J. R. CALLAHAN. 


' The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 

(S. No. 453) granting a pension to J. R. Çalla- 
, han, of Chariton, Iowa ; which was considered 
‘| as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
‘| direct the Secretary of the Interior to place 
‘| on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
|, and limitations of the pension laws, the name 
of J. R. Callahan, of Chantons 


pay him a pension at the rate of eight dollars 
. per month, to commence on the Ist of Janu- 


ary, 1869, and to continue daring his natural | 


ii life. 


; reading, read the third time, and passed. 
AMANDA M. RITCHEY. 

| - The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
| (S. No. 808) granting a pension to Amanda M. 


: Ritchey; which was read the second time, and 
. considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


|| United States Army, upon the peusion-roll, : 


i| and to pay her a pension at the rate of seven- 


j; teen dollars per month from the 12th of March, : 


|: 1864, 


' The bill wag reported to the Senate without ` 


ii amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
i reading, read the third time, and passed. 
i MARY A. FILLER. 
|| The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(8. No. 809) granting a pension to Mary A. 
Filler; which was read a second. time, and 


| The Secretary of the Interior is directed by the 


i! mother of Henry Drenning, late a private in 


sylvania volunteers, upon the pension-roll,; and 
i to pay her a pension at the rate of eight dollars 
| per month from the 4th of March, 1870. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill : 


par mouth, : 


was considered as in Committee of the Whole. . 


Towa, who was | 
a volunteer serving with the first regiment of | 
. Ohio volunteers in the war of 1812, and to: 


The bill was reported to the Senate without . 
amendment, ordered to.be engrossed for a third | 


It; 
|| directs the Secretary of the Interior to place : 
'! the name of Amanda M. Ritchey, widow of | 
i; Powers Ritchey, late a contract surgeon in the . 


ll considered as in Committee of the Whole. | 
l bill to place the name of Mary A. Filler, foster- |: 


| company K, of the fifty-fifth regiment of Penn- | 
dollars per month from the 22d of November, | 


May 2, 


| The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amend ment, ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, read the third time, and passed, 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bil] 
(H. R. No. 1169) making eppropriations for 
| the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
' dian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipu- 
lations, so called, with various Indian tribes, 
for the year ending June 80, 1871, and for 
other purposes. 
Mr. POMEROY, I suppose we cannot con- 
sider that bill to-day. I ask that it be passed 


over, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. 
VOYAGE TO THE ARCTIO REGIONS. 


` The next business on the Calendar was the 


i joint resolution (S. R. No. 166) relative toa 


voyage to the Arctic regions. 

The Committee on J*oreign Relations re- 
ported the joint resolation with an amend- 
ment, which was to strike out the preamble 
and all of the original resolution, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

Whereas Captain C. F. Hall is an enterprising ang 
exporienced explorer, who has made two successful 
voyages in the Arctic regions, and whereas he desires, 
in the interest of science and for the material adyan- 

` tage of his country, to make a voyage of exploration 
and discovery under the authority and for the bene- 
fit of the United States: Therefore, A 

Beit resolved, &e., Lhat the President be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to furnish a naval or other 
steamer, and, if necessary, a tonder, for a voyage into 
the Arctic regions under the control of Cuptain C, 

Tall. 

SEC. 2. And be it further resolved. That the sum of 
$100,000 be, and the snme is hereby, appropriated out 
of any funds in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 

` priated by law, which sum, or so much thereof as 
may be requisite, shall be paid out on the order and 

expended under the direction of the President in 

proper and necessary expenses of said voyage. 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 


Be itresolved, £c., That the President of the United 
States be authorized to organize and send out one or 
more expeditions for Arctic explorations toward the 
north pole, and to appoint such person or persons 
as he may deem most fitted to thecommand thereof; 
to detail any officer of the public service to take part 
in the same, and to use any public vessel that may 
be suitable for the purpose; the scientific operations 

: of the expeditions to be prescribed in accordance 
with the advice of the National Academy of Sciences, 
and that asum of $100,000, or such part thereof as 
may be necessary, be hereby appropriated out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
to be expended under the direction of the President. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. | I think that had better 


go over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will b 
i passed over. ; 


BALE OF INDIAN LANDS IN KANSAS. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 177) for the sale 
of certain Indian lands in Kansas; which was 
| read a second time, and considered asin Com- 
“mittee of the Whole. The joint resolution 
: authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to sell 
. and convey by patents, to be issued to the per- 
sons occupying the same, who have made set- 
tlement and improvement, as required by the 
| preémption laws of the United States, the lands 
:| which were allotted to certain New York In- 
'-dians who removed to Kansas, and for which 
| certificates for three hundred and twenty acres 
:: of land each were issued to the Indians on the 
lst of September, 1860, on the receipt of pay- 
: ment in lawful money of the United States at 
i the rate of $2 50 per acre for each tract, the 
; payment to be made into the Treasury of the 
i. United States within one year after the passage 
of this resolution, in trust for, and to be paid 
', to the Indian or Indians entitled thereto or 
i their heirs, upon satisfactory proof of their 
identity; but such claims are to be established 
‘| within three years after the date of the sales, 
and not afterward; and this resolution is not 
| to affect the rights of any of the Indians hold- 
ing certificates to any of the lands now actually 
| occupied and resided upon by them. 

i The joint resolution was reported to the 
ii Sénate without amendment, ordered to be 
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engrossed for a.third reading, read the third 
time, and 
ANNULLING OF NEW MEXICAN STATUTE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 782) to annul a portion of a certain 
statute of the Territory of } ew Mexico; which 
was considered as in Committee of te Whole. 
It proposes to declare null and void the fol- 
lowing recited portion of a statute of the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico, approved February 2, 
1805, namely : 

“And no writ of execution shall on any account 
be executed on the real estate of any person if there 
Pe NT Sone Sel ue menacee a aes 
i a s 
jog she eaid, proport: i the formalities requirod by 
law.” 


Mr. WILLIANS. T suppose that means 
that no exeention shall issue against real prop- 
erty unless the judgment is recovered upon the 
foreclosure of a mortgage, If thatis the under- 
standingof the bill, of course I am in favor of it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is manifestly it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I suppose that to be the 
meaning of it, and therefore I do not object 


Tt, i 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES ©. M’CREARY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 858) for the relief of Charles C. 
McCreary ; which was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It directs the Paymas- 
ter General of the Army to pay to Charles C. 
McCreary, of Indiana, the pay and emolu- 
ments of a second lieutenant of cavalry from 
the lst of October, 1864, to the 16th of June, 
1865, deducting therefrom the pay and emolu- 
ments received by him for that period as a 
sergeant of cavalry in the fourth regiment of 
Iodiana cavalry. 

The biil was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and P i 


OMANA AND NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 393) to aid in the construction of the 
Omaha and Northwestern railroad and tele- 
graph line from Omaha, via the mouth of Nio- 
brara river, to Fort Berthold, Dakota Terri- 
tory. 

Mr. WILSON. Let that be passed over. 

es VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 

over. ` 

Mr. THAYER. Ido not understand that 
the Senator from Massachusetts objects. 


Mr. WILSON. I withdraw the objection. © 


Tam willing to have the bill read. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. 


over. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. VICKERS. Iaskthat the bill be passed 
over. 

Mr. THAYER. I ask the Senator if he will 
consent to allow 
ally, so that it ean be called up again? - 

Mr. VICKERS. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over informally. 


KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY. 


The next Lill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No, 818) for the relief of the Kentucky 
niversity, ; 
The Secretary read the bill. -It authorizes 
e Treasorer of the United States to pay to 
the Kentucky University the sum of $25,000 in 
ull compensation for all claim which could be 
made by that university, or by Transylvania 
niversity, to whose rights it has succeeded, 
for the oceupation of their buildings at Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, as a general hospital for United 
tes soldiers, and for all damages aad injury 
caused to the buildings and the grounds adja- 
Cent, aud to the museums and personal prop- 
erty of the university; but before this. sum-shall 


t 


i 


The bill will be | 
teported, if no Senator desires it to be passed | 


_ restoration of these-buil 


it to be passed over inform- | 


| bo paid a release in full of all claims against the 
| Government of all rents and damages that might 
' or could be claimed by the Kentucky Univer- 
sity, or by Transylvania University, is to be 
executed. in due form by the proper officers 
of the university, and deposited with the Treas- 
urer along with the receipt for the sum hereby 
appropriated. > : 
Mr. SUMNBR. Is there a report acoom- 
panying the bill? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a report. 
Mr. SUMNER. Let us hear it. 
The Secretary read the following report sub- 
mitted by Mr. Scott, from the Committee on 
Claims, on the 20th of April last : 


The Committee on Claims, to whom were referred 
the petition and supplomental petition of the regent 
and curators of Kentucky University, asking com- 
pensation tor tho value ot the medical hall destroyed 

y tire while occupied by the Governmant as a gen- 
eral hospital; also, tor damages sustained by the 
removal of the museum and by the detailed injuries 
suffered by other property and grounds, and fur rent 
of thesame, havo had the samo underconsidcration, 
and submit the following report: 

By virtue of an order isaued in December, 1862, by 
Genoral Q. A. Gillmure, thea commanding the dis- 
trict of central Kentucky, the medical college situate 
at Lexington, Kentucky, the property of ‘T'ransylva- 
nia University, was oceupied by the. United States 
aathorities as a general hospital. ‘fhe medical col- 
lege was not at that time conducting its operations, 
but the building contained a medical library, museum 
of anatomy and natural history, chemical apparatus, 
and all the fixtures of amedicat school. ‘I'hera were 
large numbers of sick and wounded soldiers to be 
accommodated, and to mect the exigency the mu- 
seam, apparatus, &c., had to bo removed in great 
haste and deposited wherever temporary room could 
be procured for them. It is alleged that by this 
removal and consequent exposure great loss and de- 
struction were occasioned, ostimated at scveral thon- 
sand dollars. - aa : 

The interior of the building was entirely changed 
to accommodate it to hospital uses. ‘The seats, ros- 
trums, staging, lecture tables, &c., were removed: 
parutions and stairways were taken down; additional 

oors were put in; and, as rapidly and cheaply as it 
could be done, it was fitted for the reception of the 
soldiers. It was so occupied until May, 1863,-about 


the 22d, when it took firo and was entirely destroyed. ` 
discovered upon tho ` 


It is wieged thia fire was first 


roof, near to a chimney which communicated with a 


A short time before this fire occurred permission had | 
been granted to use wood. It isargued that tae prob- | 


abilities are soot bad accumulated in the flue and | 


chimney irom the use of wood; that the fire origin- 
ated from this, and that the use of this smali room as 
a kitchen for so large a building and so many men, 
taken in connection with the change from coal to 
wood as fuel, make acasc of negligence tor whieh the 
Government should be regponsebie. i 
alleged to have cost when erected about forty thou- 
gand doilars, geld prices, and an architect’sestimate, 
supported by athdavit, puts the cost of restoring it, 
at present prices, at $75,000. 

Tho petition asks “for a liberal compensation for 
the loss of this property.” 

‘The supplemental petition claims rent and dam- 
ages sustained by the occupation of Morrisen Col- 
lege, tho president’s house, ard their dormitories, 


before the medical hall, 
pied until the ciose of the war, Alterations were 
made in Morrigoa College muoh in thesame manner 
as those described in the medical hall. During its 
occupancy, and until it was again repaired, the 


curators of the university had to procure other nc- pe 


commodations for the academical department. The 

] dings to a condition for occu- 
paney by tac school has cost, as stated by the treas- 
urer under oath, over $9,000; “about $7,000 for the 
Morrison College 


aad $1,000 for the other buildings, including only 


such repairs as were absolutely necessary to make `; 
j the property comfortable and tenantable for educa- 
: tional purposes, and not ineluding anything for the | 


: repairs of tencing, grounds, ebrubbery, ' &e. 
hese petitions are now presente 
; tacky University, an act of the Legislature of Ken- 
: tucky approved 22d February, 1865, having recog- 


by the Ken- ` time for the completion of the military road 


which had also been taken for a general hospital | 
and continued to bo so occu- | 


? ? > , ities of the university admit they received 
flue leading from a small room used as a kitchen. Ini ` 
this kitchen coal had formerly been used for fuel. ` 


But, on the other hand, if in a lease there had been 

a covenant to pay rent without excepting as to fire 

the liability to pay during the term would seem to 

continue notwithstanding the destruction of the 

premises, (Woodtall, pages 485, 745.) 

It may fairly admit of question whether tho Gov- 
ernment, having exercised its power in taking this 
| property, is entitled at all to be viewed in the snine 
| favorable light as if it sustuined a contract relation 
to the owner of this property, in making which con- 
tract he might stipulate for his protection in such 
contingonoy. It was clearly private property taken 
for. public use, and while in the possession of the 
Government, after such taking, was destroyed by 
accidental fire. e incline to the opinion that no` 
rule of public policy or of justice toward individ- 
uals requiresa leas stringent rule as against the Gov- 
ernment taking property for its uso than would be 
applied between privato parties undercontract. We 
certainly think the Government should at least deal 
liberally with a verte whe bas suffered becausy uf 
the occupancy of his property for public use, and uot 
deny him the benofit of rules which would g}vecom- 
pensation as against a tenant. Especially should 
this be soin the case of a publie institution gueh as 
this one, devoted to edueational purposes; and largoly 
endowei by tho heneticence of city, State, and iudi- 
vidual contributions. Applying this rale, thon, tho 
university ought at least to be libpraļly compen- 
sated forthe damages that huve been dono to the 
building before its destruction, for rent during its 
occupancy, and for all losg sustained by the removal 
and injury to its anatomical and natural history 
museum, library, apparatus, &o. : 

Second, ag application was made for damages 
done to tho other property mentioned in the sup- 
plemental petition, confined, however, as would 
appear by the affidavit of Dr. Bowman, the treasurer 
ef the university, to the carpenter work negessary to 
refit the Morrison College building. An estimate 
wus made by a board, compoged of Lieutenant Colo- 
nei Thomas Leeper, Captain Charles W. Hyde, Cap- 
tain J. V, Brough, and Major T. Lewinski, who, on 
the lith June, 1865, met, and adopting an estimate in 
detail, submitted by tho committee representing the 
university, found that $2,165 would be necessary “ to 
restore tho buildings to the condition in which they 
were at the time they were received by the United 
States authorities.” This estimate is for “damages 
done to tho fenecs and buiidings of: ‘Transylvanian 
University. while in the possessioa of the United 
States, and being used as a hospital.” i 

On the 5th July, 1868, the suin of $2,166 was ordered 
to be paid to the university in full for ull claims 
against the Government arising out of the use and 
occupation of this property. 2 

Although the Government dees not farnish the 
evidence of the payment of this money, the author- 
it, 

It is evident, however, notwithstanding the gen- 
crality of the language in tho order for its payment, 
that the estimate made after the destraction of the 
medical ball does not embrace any claim for that 
building, for injuries to ‘it, for rent of any of the 
buildings, nor for the damage to the museum, &c. 


| tee, after considering the detai age the evidence, the 


i value of the property destroye 
| 4 ‘| moval, the proper rental, &c., recommend the pay- 
Tho building is -| 


| 
l 
i In view, therefore, of the whole case, the commit- 
i 
| 


and injury by re- 


ment to the university of the sum of $25,000 in full 
of all demands, and havereported a bill ucvordingly. 


Damages to hall before fire « $7,000 
D to museum, ée.... 2,000 
Rent of hal!, aay one year. - 6,000 
Kent of college. three years. 7,500 


Interest and additional repuirs over $2,166 
qeneresnsededeseanipes 3,500 


n DBIC,...sccesrecgqaroerspageonn seen see eeeee! 


Totali cssrccicoesd scsi casssseonsecsssincacsccesousesdees 


Mr. NYE. I think that bill had better lie 
over. i . : 

Mr. SUMNER, It seems to me that it ought 
to go with the rest. It is one of a large group 
' of bills, some of which have been before us, 


and they ought to be treated together. 


: nized the consolidation of Transylvania University | 


and Kentucky University, and all the funds and 
property of each, into one corporation, under the 
| Dameof the Kentucky University. (SeeSupplement 
| to Revised Statutes of Kentueky, page 1).)- ; 

e dispose, first, of the claim for compensation for 
i the medical hall destroyed by fire. 4 

i- Ifthe Goverament had leased the bufidiag in the 
; absence of ap. unconditional covenant to repair noh 


! deliver in good repair the facts do. not disclose suc 

| & case as would impose the legal liability to rebuild. 
| , A téwant is only liable when an injury happéns to 
; the premises through voluntary negligence, and not 
| for ibj uries arising from accidental fire, wear and 
| tedr of time, or the like. (Chitty on Contracts, page 
| 307 ;.1 Parsons on Contracts, page 505.) . 

i.. The statement of the surgeen in charge at thetime 


| of the fire is, that it was “purely accidental, and 
| ‘beyond the control of any person connected with the 


g 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
building, $1,000 for the dormitories, 


passed over. : l 
BOAD FROM FORT WILKINS TO FORT HOWARD. 


The next business on the Calendar was thè 
' joint resolution (S. R. No. 174) to extend the 


| from Fort Wilkins, Copper Harbor, Keweenaw 
county,‘ in the State of Michigan, to ort How- 
ard, Green Bay, in the State of Wisconsin. 


|. Me CHANDLER. I ask that the House 
i bill, which is precisely similar, may be substi- 
© tuted for this resolution. j ; 
» ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. A House bill 
i; with the same title is now lying on the table, 
, and if there be. no objection it will be substi- 
tated for this Senste joint resolution. == 


EN 
j 


Mr. HAMELIN. Ihope the Senator-will wai 


| until we reach the House bill in its order. - 


| Me. CHANDLER, 


It just came over a few 


| Minutes ago, and is now lying on the Secre- 


| tary’s table; ee 
‘The VICE PRESIDENT. It is a House 
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bill with the same title, which has just been 
received from the House. 

By unanimous consent, the bill (H. R. No. 
486) to extend the time for the completion of 
the military road from Fort Wilkins, at Copper 


Harbor, inthe State of Michigan, to Fort How- | 


ard, at Green Bay, in the State of Wisconsin, 
was read twice, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It extends the time for the 
construction and completion of the military 
road from Fort Wilkins, at Copper Harbor, in 
the State of Michigan, to Fort Howard, at 
Green Bay, in the State of Wisconsin, till the 
Ist of January, 1872. It also proposes to con- 
tinue all the grants, rights, and privileges con- 
tained in the original grant in full force and 
virtue till that time. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| has not been for twenty years, 
' Above Wapello, the point specified, there are 


Mr. HOWELL. I will state that this is a 
navigable river, probably, under the treaty for 
the purchase of Louisiana; but it is not, and 
navigable in fact. 


railroad bridges and other bridges and mills 
and dams ali along up the river; and to pre- 
vent any trouble arising it is desired that this 
bill should pass. I do not think there is any 
objection to it, and there is nobody that could 
bave any interest in it outside of that peculiar |; 
locality. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is quite clear on the 
statement of my friend, if that.is all; but I. 
should like to ask him, and I ask for informa: | 


` tion because I do not know, whether there have ` 
been any grants of land to Iowa for the im- 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read |. 


the third time, and passed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Senate joint res- 


olution No. 174, on this same subject, will be `. 


regarded as indefinitely postponed. 
OLIVER POWERS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. B6 tor the relief of Oliver Powers. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Is there a report in that 


case? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no 
report. The bill came from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported by the Senator from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Apport. ] l 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is there any limit to the 
amount? 

Mr. WILSON. The bill was reported by 
the Senator from North Carolina, who is not 
present. No report accompanies it ; but there 
are some papers in thecase. I have not exam- 


ined them. J think the matter had better lie 
over. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be | 


passed over informally. 
i L. F. LARKIN. 


- The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 


(H. R. No. 520) forthe relief of L. F. Larkin, 
of Weldon, North Carolina, which appropri- 
ates $198 88 to L. F. Larkin, postmaster at 
Weldon, North Carolina, to reimburse him for 
losses sustained by the robbery of his office of 
stamps, &c. 

The Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads proposed to add the following proviso : 


Prowided, That it shall be proven satisfactorily to 
the Postmaster General th 


ligence in the custody thereof. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That had better go over | 


with the other cases of postmasters. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 


GEORGE W. KEYES. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 128) for the relief 
of George W. Keyes. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand this and 
the next case are just like the other. Letthem 
go over without loss of time. 

- The VICE PRESIDENT. This joint reso- 
lution will be passed over. 
A. A. VANCE. . 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1718) for the relief of A. A. Vance, 
postmaster at Morristown, New Jersey. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My objection covers that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 

IOWA RIVER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1766) in relation to the Iowa river, 
in the State of Iowa; which was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It declares so 
much of the Iowa river, in the State of Iowa, 
as lies north of the town of Wapello not to be 
a navigable river or publie highway. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ishould like to have that 
explained. 


at stamps and fands be- | 
longing to the Post Office Department were stolen, || 
avd that the said L. F. Larkin was guilty of no aeg- | 


. thing. 


number of troops stationed at Poolesville and 


provement of that river? 

Mr. HOWELL. There have not been. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then there is certainly 
no objection to the bill. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I will state another 
It is in accordance with a resolution 
of the Legislature of [owa. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. x 


CINOINNATI AND CHATTANOOGA RAILROAD. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(S. No. 671) to promote commerce and to 
cheapen the transportation of the mails and 
military and naval stores between Cincinnati |, 
and Chattanooga. 

Mr. McCREERY. My colleague leaves 
Washington this evening for his home in Ken- 
tucky and he desires to be heard on that bill, 
or at least to be here when it is considered. I 
move, therefore, that it be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwill be passed 


over. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If thero is no objection 
I should like to have it read. 

Mr. McCREERY. Ido not object to the 


reading. 
. Mr. SHERMAN. I want to amend it in || 
one or two respects. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What good does the read- 
ing do, because it will have to be read again 
when it comes up hereafter? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; it need not be read 


again. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It will not doany good; 
it will have to be read over again. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 
MESSAGE FROM THE 


t 


| 
| 


HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Represent- | 
' atives, by Mr. Isaac Srroum, one of itsclerks, 
í announced that the House had passed a joint || 
‘resolution (H. R. No. 282) to establish the | 
, 80th day of May in each year a public holi- 
| day, in which it requested the concurrence of 


the Senate. 
BENJAMIN COOLEY AND J. W. BOSWELL. 


The next business on the Calendar wasthejoint 
resolution i R. No. 16) for the relief of Ben- 
jamin Cooley and James W. Boswell; which 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
The preamble recites that the amount of mail 
matter carried over routes Nos. 3293 and 3804, 
from Washington city, in the District of Co- 


lumbia, to Poolesville, in the State of Mary- |: 


land, during some portion of the time under 
the contracts for carrying the mails thereon 


from July 1, 1860, to June 30, 1864, greatly |; 


exceeded any anticipated quantity of mails to 
be carried over said routes at the time the 
contracts were made, on account of the large 


vicinity, and which could not have been fore- 
seen by the contractors. The resolution there- 
fore directs the Postmaster General to examine 
and adjust the claims of Benjamin Cooley and 
James W. Boswell, who were contractors, re- 
spectively, for carrying the mails upon the 
routes named during that period, andto award 


! them such compensation for carrying the in- 


:. from 


ii exceed from thirty to fifty 
' after the war commenee 


| 


on gaid ship, at 


creased bulk of mail matter, under those con- 
tracts, as may to him seem just and proper, 
not to exceed the sum of $1,200 to either of 
the contractors, 

The Committee on Claimsreportedan amend- 
ment to strike out the word ‘‘ twelve,” in line 
ten, and to insert ‘‘six,’’ so as to make the 
amount $600. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate as amended, and the amendment was 


' concurred in. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I see that there is a re- 
port in that case. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Hows on the 21st of April: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was reforred 


| Senate resolution No. 16, for the relief of Bonjamin 
. Cooley and 
: the to lowing 


James W. Boswell, ask leave to submit 
report: 

Benjamin Cooley was contractor to carry the mails 
N Washington, Distriot of Columbia, to Rock- 
ville, in tho State of Maryland, under contract for 
that servico for four years onding Juno 30, 1864, it 
being post route 3293, 

James W. Boswell was contractor for post route 
3304, which was a continuation of the line from Rock- 
ville to Poolesville, in the same State, so that the 
two routes (3293 and 3304) constituted the line from - 
Washington to Poolesville, a distance of thirty-two 
miles. 

A communication from George W. McLellan, 
Second Assistant Postmaster General, shows that 
the contracts on each route for carrying the mails 
was $300 per annum for tho term, and three trips per 


i week on route 3304, and six trips per week on route 


3293; that when the contracts were made, and there- 
tofore, the average amount of mail matter did not 
pounds per trip; that soon 
y a large number of troops 
were stationed at Poolesville and along the routes, 
which caused an inoreaso of the mails to tho weight 
of eight to nine hundred pounds, and which in- 
increase could not have been anticipated by the con- 
tractors when thoy took the contracts. By tho terms 
of the contract they were required to carry all the 
mail matter onthe route, and no mode of conveyance 
was specified. The great increase of the mails made 
it necessary for the contractors to employ a two- — 
horse wagon for a large portion of the time. 

One of the enone Petitioned the Postmaster 
General, in 1862, for additional pay on account of the 
great increase of the mails on his route, which could 
not be granted, as the laws prohibit increase of pay 
by the Department, except where additional tripsor 
extension of the route had been previously ordered, 
and in that case only pro rata. 

The Second Assistant Postmaster General shows 
that the mails were faithfully carried to the end of 


| the term. 


Your committee report tho joint resolution back to 
the Senate, with an amendment; and recommend 
that it be so amended and passed. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

HENRY NEWELL. i 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 828) for the relief of Henry Newell ; 
which was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. The bill 
propor to authorize tbe Secretary of the 

reasury to issue to Henry Newell, of Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, three ten-forty coupon 
bonds for $500 each, with coupons, from and 
including a coupon for March 1, 1867, in lieu 
of his ten-forty coupon bonds for $500 each, 
issued by virtue of an act of Congress, approved 
March 8, 1864, and numbered respectively 
34954, 37785, and 37786, the same having been 
lost and destroyed at sea in the month of Oc- 
tober, 1866. Newell is first to give good and 
ample security to the United States against the 
appearance and presentation of the original 


bonds. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Let the re- 


port be read in that case. 
The Secretary read the following report, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Hows on the 21st of April: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of Henry Nowell, ask leave to submit 
the following report: Cae 
The petitioner prays for the issue of three new ten- 
forty bonds to replace three United States ten-forty 
coupon bonds for $500 each, numbered. respectively 
34954, 37785, 37788, belonging to him, and which wero 

§66, by the sinking and destruc- 


lost ation October i 186 a 
r. 

ion of the steams 4 vening Sta lkp ia 

29th day of 


Itis shown that the petitioner’s wie) 
on 
September, 1866, for the city of New Orleans, having 
in her possession the above described bonds, the 
property of the petitioner, and that she and her 


New York cit: 


1870. 
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p eaa eee 


i all her baggage and personal effects taken |: 
eg tethicbedt down at sea, with the ship, on the 3d 


; of October following. 
os eee in evidence that the bonds wera pur- 


livered to claimant's wile, in 1885, b; 
Preta Tu bankers and brokers, of New York 
-i he records of the Trossury Department do not 
the payment of any coupon from gai D 

pl those. of September l, 1806, and the high char- 
acter of the claimant is well attested. . 

Your committee report the accompanying bill, 

roviding tor tho issue of now bonds, with the con- 

ition for ample security against the reappearance 
of the originals, and recommend its passage, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MECHANICS” LIENS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 983) to amend an act entitled “An 
act to enforce mechanics’ liens on buildings in 
the District of Columbia ;’’ which was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
vides that any sub-contractor, journeyman, or 
laborer employed in the construction or repair- 
ing of any building, or in furnishing any ma- 
terials or machinery for the same, may give at 
any time the owner thereof notiee in writing, 
particularly setting forth the amount of his 
claim and the servite rendered for which his 
employer is indebted to him, and that he holds 
the owner responsible for the same ; and the 
owner of the building is to be liable for such 
claim, but not to exceed the amount due from 
him to the employer at the time of notice, or 
subsequently, which may be recovered in an 
action. Whenever any sub-contractor, jour- 
neyman, or laborer shal! recover any such 
claim from the owner of the building the same 
may be set off by such owner in any action 
brought against him by the person who other- 
wise would be entitled to recover the same 
under the contract. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and 


FPREEDMEN’S SAVINGS COMPANY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1594) to amend an actentitled ‘‘An 
act to incorporate the Freedmen’s Savings and 
Trust Company approved March 3, 1865. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the passage of the bill. 

The bill was passed. 


DISTRICT REFORM SCHOOL. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 10254) toamend an act entitled ‘‘ An 
act to establish in the District of Colambia a 
house of correction for boys,” approved July 
25, 1866; which was conaideted as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It provides thatthe board | 
of trustees of the house of correction, which 
shall hereafter be known and designated as the 
Reform School of the District of Columbia, 
may, at theirdiseretion, receive, take, and keep 
in their exclusive care, control, and custody: 
first, any boys under the age of sixteen years 
who shall or may be liable to punishment by 
imprisonment under any existing law of the 
District of Columbia, or any law that may be 
enacted and in force in said District; second, | 
any boy under sixteen years of age, with the | 
consent ofhis parent or guardian, against whom | 
any charge of committing any crime or misde- ` 
meanor shall have been made, the punishment | 
of which, on conviction, would be confinement | 
ìn jail or prison; third, any boy under sixteen | 
years ofage, who isdestitute of a suitable home ` 
and adequate means of obtaining an honest 
living, or who is in danger ofbeing broughtup | 
oris brought up, to lead an idle or vicious life ; 
foarth, any boy under sixteen years of agewho | 
is incorrigible or habitually disregards the com- 
mands of his parents, father or mother, or guard- 
Jans, or who resortsto immoral places or prac- 
tices, or who neglects or refases at the request 
or command of his parents, father or mother, ` 
to perform labor suitable to his years andcon- | 

tion or to attend school. i 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


’ Mr. POMEROY. 


amend ment, ordered to a 
the third time, and passed 
JOINT TENANCY. 
` The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(H. R. No. 1456) to abolish joint tenancy in 
the District of Columbia. 


third reading, read 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator from Connecticut if this bill has 
been carefully considered? It is very sweep- 
ing in its provisions. 

ir. BUCKINGHAM. I will state the object 
of the bill. At times persons who arrive from 
foreign ports on board vessela leave the ves- 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that had better |! sels before a custom-house officer boards it, 


go over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURTS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 781) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 
fixing the compensation for the bailiffs and 
criers of the courts of the District of Colum- 
bia,” approved February 22, 1867; which was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to amend the act of February 22, 
1867, so as to read: 

That the bailiffs and oriors who are required by 
the marshal or courts of the Distriot of Columbia 
to attend upon the district, circuit, criminal, or or- 
phans’ courts of said District shali be paid by said 
marshal $3 50 per day for each day’s attendance, 


instead of two dollars, as uow provided by law, ` 


commencing with the lst of January, 1 


« Mr. WILLIAMS, Idesire to hear that bill 
read again. 
The Secretary read the bill. 
Is it proposed to pay 
men increased wages back to 1866? 


Mr. HAMLIN. The bill is a little awk- |: 


wardly expressed; but I can state what it is. 
The bailiffs in the courts now all receive that 
compensation except the bailiff of the orphans’ 
court ; and there was evidently a mistake in the 
law by which the orphans’ court was omitted. 
This simply puts the bailiff of one court on an 
uality with the bailiffs of the other courts. 
I have no doubt it was a simple omission in 
he, original law. That is all there is of it. 
r. 
approved in 1867, and they are to draw their 


pay from 1866, a year before the law was / 


passed. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I think this bill needs 


explanation. As I understand, it provides that : 


the pay of these officers shal! be increased $1 50 


per day, and that the increase shall be com- . 


menced in 1866, so that from 1866 up to this 
time there shall be added to the compensation 
of these officers $1 50 per day. That is the 
way the bill reads. 
other construction on the bill. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Let it lie over informally. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed aver. 


COMMUNICATION WITH VESSELS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill ; 
: (S. No. 800) to prohibit all but certain officers 
boarding or leaving vessels before entry at the | 


custom-house; which was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It is declared not to 


: be lawful for the master of any ship or vessel 
' arriving at any port in the United States from 


a foreign port, and having merchandise on 
board subject to duty, to permit any person to 
leave or to come on board of his ship or vessel 


_ after arriving within the waters of the United 


States, except in case of distress, save one or 
more pilots, until after a United States customs 
officer shall have boarded the ship or vessel, 
and only while such an officer is on board, and 
with his consent; bnt nothing contained in the 
bilishall prevent the health officer or the warden 
of the port coming on board such vessel in the 


. discharge of their respective duties. For every 
person leaving, or for the admission of each || 


person on board of any ship or vessel contrary 
to the provisions of the act, the master of such 
ship or vessel shall be subject to a fine of not 


: less than ten nor more than one thousand dol- 
lars ; and the person so admitted on board of 
_ or so leaving any ship or vessel, shall be subject 


to a fine of not less than ten nor more than two 
hundred dollars, to be recovered as other fines 
and penalties for--violations of the customs 
revenue laws. 


OMEROY. But it-is to amend a law ` 


It peels to put any ` 
1 K ; 


and they take with them merchandise which is 
subject to duty, Besides, persons sometimes 
board vessels as they arrive in the harbor and 
‘ leave, taking with them such property, before 
the vessels are boarded by custom-house offi- 
cers. In that way the revenue is defrauded. 
This bill is designed to prevent that fraud, and 
is approved by the Treasury Department. 
r. WILLIAMS. I think it is perhaps not 
subject to the objection I supposed it was. 
Mr. FENTON. There is only one objection 
I can see to it. lt may be very well to restrict 
baggage, but it seems to me hard that a ship 
arriving in port shall be obliged to retain every 
| passenger that is on board. Now, passengers 
: who are well known to the authorities have 
| permission to pass from the vessel arriving at 
port, without taking their baggage or articles 
subject to duty with them. In that respect, 
it seems to me, the bill is a little too sweeping. 
I shall, however, make no objection to it, as 
the Senator from Connecticut says it has been 
considered in committee and has the approval 
. of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr. CASSERLY. I should like to have the 
| bill passed over until to-morrow. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 


BARON CREUTZ. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
‘| (S. No. 881) for the relief of Baron Creutz, of 
the Netherlands; which was read the second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It is a direction to the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue to Edward Alexander Fer- 
dinand Baron Creutz, first lieutenant of artil- 
lery of the Netherlands, four new registered 
‘six per cent. United States bonds of $1,000 
each, redeemable in 1882, of the series and 
', numbers hereinafter specified, so soon as proof 
| shall be exhibited to the satisfaction of the 
' Secretary of the loss or destruction of four 
bonds of the loan and value mentioned num- 
bered 107 and 108, series 4; 41843, series 3; 
and 10943, series 4; and if Baron Creutz shall 
give bond with sufficient security to indemnify 
the United States against any otber claim on 
account of the bonds alleged to be so lost or 
destroyed. . rae 
|. The bill was reported to the Senate without 
i amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third 
. reading, read the third time, and passed. 


UNSOLD LANDS IN INDIANA. 


, The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
' (8. No. 471) in relation to certain unsold lands 
‘in the counties of Porter and Lake, in the 
: State of Indiana; which was considered as in 
i Committee of the Whole. 

| The preamble recites that there is lying along 
| the Little Calumet river, in the counties of Por- 
; ter and Lake, in the State of Indiana, a body 
| of lands supposed to contain about four thou- 
|' sand acres which has never been sold or sur- 

- veyed, and which was described in the original 
` Government surveys as impassable morass ; 

. that the Calumet Draining Company has been 
| organized under the laws of the said State for 
' the purpose of draining the valley of said river 
| including the morass. 

| The bill provides that these unsold lands 

| shall be subject to a lien under the laws of the 
State of Indiana for their proper proportion 
| of the cost of such drainage, and that such 
li lien may be enforced against the lands in the 
| same manner and to the same extent asif they 
| were owned by private persons. The second 

| section provides that the lands may be surveyed 
‘and sold tothe highest bidder, under the direc- 

tion of the Secretary of the Interior. 

i The Committee on Public Lands reported 


i 
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the bill with an amendment, to add to the first 
section: 

Provided, That no claim shall be hold to exist 
against the United States for such drainage. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PRATT. I move to amend the second 
section by adding the words ‘subject to said 
lien.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

BAILIFFS OF DISTRICT COURTS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I now ask to take up the 
bill (S. No. 781) to amend an act entitled “An 
act fixing the compensation for the bailiffs and 
ctiera of the courts of the District of Colum» 
bia,” approved February 22, 1867. Iwill 
explain it in a moment, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will 


resume the consideration of the bill if there be , 


no objection. The Chair bears none. It is 


befure the Senateasin Committee of the Whole. . 


Mr. WILLIAMS, Let the bill be read. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Now I will read the law to 
which that refers, which is precisely this bill, 
word for word, with the ‘orphans’ court’’ 
omitted, as | have said, by accident; 

“That the bailiffs and criers who are required by 
the marshal or courts of the District of Columbia to 
attend upon the district, circuit, or criminal court of 
gaid Distriet”— e 

Omitting the ‘orphans’ court ’— 
“shall be paid by said marshal $350 per day for 
wach day’s attendance, instead of two dollars, as now 
provided hy law, commencing with the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1966.” 

This bill amends that law, puts in the 
orphaus’ court, just as was designed to be 
put in. 

Mr. POMEROY. That is precisely what I 
said before; this gives $1 50 a day to the crie 
of the orphans’ court since 1866. s 

Mr. HAMLIN. Precisely; it does that. 


Mr. POMEROY. That is the very thing I . 


am opposed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The others have all had 
their Pay 

Mr. POMEROY. Ido not propose to go 


back. i 
Mr. HAMLIN. Then move to amend. 
Mr. POMEROY. If we give him more let 


back ward. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Say ‘* provided that the 
bailiff of the orphans’ court shall not receive 
any increased compensation prior to thistime.”’ 


Mr. POMEROY. This paying a man $1 50 ' 
a day more since 1866 is the reason I objected - 


to the bill before. . Ka 
Nr. DRAKE. I suggest to the honorable 


be a transcript of that section which he has 


just read, because upon its face it authorizes | 


the paying of these criers again. 
Mr. HAMLIN. No; they have all got their 


be put in again. Would it not be better to 
amend the bill and simply confine itg operation 
to the orphans’ court 


Mr. DRAKE 


cirenit, criminal, or ;’’ so as to read: 


That the bailiffs or sriers wh 
marshal or courts of the District of Columbia to at- 
tend upon the orhpans’ court of said District shall 


De paid by said marshal $3 50 per day for each day’s | 


, from and after the passage of this act... 
Mr. BAYARD. I would ask how many 


bailiffs are required for attendance on the j 


orphans’ court. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Only one. 


' tion to this amendment? 


none. a he 
us do it from the date of this law, bat not go | Mr. HAMLIN. | That makes it distinct. 


? : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is * 
on theamendmentof the Senator from Kansas. | 
Mr. POMEROY. Myamendmentistomake | 
the increased pay take effect from this time. ` 
. 1 move to amend in line |; 


t T n Eate ll 
gine by sirikiog oüt-the words “of Ihe disrict i: and maintenance of a bridge across the Niag- 


x ara river. ` 
s who aro required by the | AiG 


: over informally. 
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Mr. BAYARD.. Then it had: better be put 
in the singular and not the plural. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The amendment 
will be regarded as agreed to. 


The bill was reported tothe Senate asamend- | 


ed, and the amendments were concarred in. 

Nr. BAYARD. I ask that the bill, as 
amended, be reported. e 

The Secretary read as follows : 

Be tt enacted, de., That tho act entitled “An act 
fixing the compensation for the bailiffs and eriers 
ot the courts of the District of Columbia,” approve 
February 2, 1867; be, and the same is hereby, 
amended s0 as to read as follows: that the bailiff and 
orior who is required by the marshal or courts of the 
District of Columbia to attend upon the orphans’ 
court of said District shall be paid by said marshal 

50 per day for each day’s attendance, (instead of 
two dollars as now provided by law,) from and after 
the passage of this act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. FERRY. The bill as it now stands re- 

als the whole act of 1867, and makes a new 
aw applicable to the orphans’ court. . 

Mr. HAMLIN. Oh, no. I want the bill 
read again. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, It will again be 
reported. aS, 

The Secretary read the bill. ms 

Mr. FERRY. It strikes out the provision 
as to all the courts but the orphans’ court. 

Mr. POMEROY. There is no law to pay 
the rest of them. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I suggest that the bill be 
amended so as to provide that this officer shall 
be paid so much. È 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 
ohieoen on amendment will be incorporated. 

val E. 


Senate, although it will not meet my own. I 


: would take the bill precisely as it was. reported || 
by the committee, and then I would add at the | 
end of it, ‘‘ provided that the bailiff of the ; 

orphans’ court shall receive $3 50 per da 
from and after the passage of this act.” Al 

: the others have got their pay. 


The Secretary. The amendment isto add 
to the original bill. 


P. 
shall receive the compensation herein provided for 
only from the passage of tbis act. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
The Chair hears 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not know what effect 
that will have. I think we had better pass the 


bill over and fix it up hereafter; but if the Sen- . 


ator from Maine is perfectly clear about it I 
shall not interfere. irae 


Mr. HAMLIN. That amendment makes it | 


plain. >> sn i 
: - ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendmen: 
Baator kom Maina ther this bill ought notta | oe ee o 


The bill was passed; 
JOHN YOUNG. 


| The VICEPRESIDENT. The next bill on | 
‘the Calendar is the bill (H. R. No. 6102) for || 


pay. | the relief of John Young, which was indefi- 
Plie DRAKE. But this authorizes them to | E 


nitely postponed, and the motion to postpone 


Mr. FERRY. Let that bill go over. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The bill will be | for making a brief statement. 
l i ' already once voted on this claim and allowed 

‘some $30,000 on a report which. I had the 
i pone to make, and in making it I did not act 
x ° . : as t @ 

(H. R. No. 489) to authorize the eonstraction | information of others ; I acted on the evidence 
|: brought before the committee. The case went 
to the House of -Representativeg, and there it 
i failed. Meanwhile a commission was consti- 
: tuted, by a treaty between the United States 
‘and Peru, to.audit the claims ọf Peruvian citi- 
| zens against the United States and of citizens 
| of the United States against Peru, 
: commission has sat. í 
| commission. - It was communicated to the Sen- 


passed over. AN to 
; NIAGARA RIVER BRIDGE. 
Phe next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


Mr, RAMSEY. That bill may go over 
informally. ; ; oP 
The VICE PRESIDENT. [twill be passed 


ESTEBAN Ü. MONTANO. — : 
The next bill on the Calendar was he bill 


l (S. No. 833) authorizing payment .of -the 


‘and have had awards in their favor. 
treaty the provision for the payment on each 


. Vian, 


N.. I will propose an amend: , 
ment which I think will meet the views of the | 


May 2, 


amount awarded to Esteban G. Montano, a 
citizen of Peru, under the claims convention 
between the United States and Peru of Decem- 
ber 4, 1868. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That had better go over, 
Mr. SUMNER. Is the Senator aware that 


i this bill is to carry out the provision of a 
. treaty, on the recommendation of the Presi. 
: dent? ‘She President has communicated by 


message the result of this convention, by which 
a certain sum has been awarded to Ksteban 
G. Montano. He is the only Peruvian who 


has prevailed before the convention, while 


some twelve of our own people have prevailed 
By the 


side must be within four months from the 
date. Any delay in this case of course must 
have a tendency to postpone the payment of 
our own people in whose favor much larger 
allowances have been made than for this Peru- 
If the Senator has examined the. ques- 
tion, and if he sees any ground to go behind 
the positive stipulation of the treaty, followed 
by te decision of the commission, I should 
like to know it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am obliged to admit 
that any delay will, as my friend says, have a 
tendency to postpone the payment of these 
claims. Nobody can deny that. But I am not 
altogether ignorant, although I have not the 
honor to be a member of my friend’s commit- 
tee, of this case. I believe it to be an unadal- 
terated fraud, to express it flatly. This man 
has been paid four times already what he was 
justly entitled to, what he recovered in the 
courts of law under a previous convention, and 
he has come in again to get a further payment 


' from the Treasury of money that he ig no more 
' entitled to than my friend from Massachusetts 


or myself, as I believe. 
I know that here was a convention, and I 
know that here was an award; but we were 


`! taught by my friend the other day, and taught 
|, correctly, that we have a right to go behind a 


judgment, or a statute even, for any fraud or 
deceit or improper. practice, upon the general 


‘ales of equity. ‘He réad' to us from Aristotle 


‘ded, That the bailiff of the orphans’ pore and Bacon those quotations as to equity con 


trolling our conduct. If we are satisfied thet 


|, this claim is a fraud, and that this commission 


was either imposed upon or was a party to the 
fraud, it entitles us justly to protect the Treas- 


| ury of the people against the perpetration of 
|! sucha performance as this, Lam informed, really 


is; and if the consequence of our protecting 
our own people against.a fraud by a Peruvian 
is.to deny to our own citizens for a time just 
claims against the Peruvian Government, they 
must submit or we must make 3 good to them 
in some other way. $ 

IfI am rightly informed, and I am quite spre 
that I am, this is a claim that will not bear 
investigation at all. This commission has been 


i: imposed upon, egregiously imposed.upon. This 
' man has not a shadow of a claim.. On the con- 


trary, when the facts are displayed to you, as 
they can be from the documents, I am sure there 
is not a Senator within the sound of my voice, 


| not even excepting my friend from Masaachu- 
` setts, who would stand up and gay that. the 
l` indefinitely was, by unanimous consent, recon- |' 
_ sidered. | 


claim is at all just, or has any shadow of jus- 


i tice in it.. 


Mr. SUMNER. I hope I shall be pardoned 
The Senate has 


Senator admits that he doeg, upon the 


and that 
I. have the result, of the 
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ate by the President in a message dated April 
14, 1870, which is as follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: i 
I transmit to Congress areport from the Secretary 
of State relative to results of the proceedings of tha i 
joint commission at Lima under the convention be- | 
tween the United States und Pera of 4th December, 
1868, and recommend that an appropriation be made 
` te discharge the obligation of the United States in . 
the caso of the claim of Esteban G. Montano, to | 
which the report refers. j 


U. S. GRANT. 

Wasarneton, April 14, 1870. 

Then follows a communication from the 
minister of the United States at Lima, ad- | 
dressed to the Department of State, setting | 
forth the claims of American citizens, being | 
somewhat numerous and amounting in all to | 
$209,971, which have been recognized by the | 
commission. Then, in setting them forth, the | 
minister proceeds as follows: a n] 


“I have not been officially informed of the amount | 
awarded to Stephen G. Montano, the only Peruvian 
claimant, but understand it has been $57,040 gold, | 
bearing date of 25th February. Thisaward was made | 
by tho umpire.”  * * * 8 € FF | 

“As Peru will in all probability pay the aforesaid | 
amounts Banctuelly: on their becoming due, I re- | 
spectfully request that provision be made, according 
to law, to meet the award to Mr. Montano when the | 
same may be due.” : 


Then follows the award, which isas follows: 


To all whom it may concern: stews 
We, the undersigned, commissioners of the Amer- 
ican and Peruvian mixed commission, having failed 
to agree on our final decision upon the claim of Es- 
teban G. Montano, presented to this commission, that 
claim has been decided upon by the umpiro, Mr. F. 
‘A. Elmore, on the 25th of February, 1870. > 
According to that decision the Government of the 
United States of America has to pay to Mr. Esteban 
G. Montano the sum of fifty-seven thousand and i 
forty American gold dollars; said sum to be paid, } 
according to article four of the conyention of Decem- | 
ber. 4, 1868, between the United States of America | 
and Peru, within four months after the.date of this | 


i 


decision. . 
Luke February 25, 1870. 
[ue Sed. 4 


noe see M. VIDAL.. .., 

_ Commissioner on the part of the 

Poa -© United States.of America. 

i >o. MANUEL PINER, 
et Commisstonado pp. del Peru. 

. Then follows—and the whole case will be | 

completed—article four of the treaty: 

“All sums of money which may be awarded by the 
commissioners, or by the arbiter or umpire on account 
of any claim, shall be paid by the one Government 
‘to tho other, as the case may be, within four months 
after the date of the decision, and without interest, 
-and without any deduction save as specified in article 
six hereinafter.” : s ; 

These are the simple facts. The case has 
been before the Congress of the United States 
and its validity once recognized in this Cham- 
ber. It failed in the other House. It is then 
presented before the commission and there the 
case has prevailed, and a larger award has been 
made to the claimant than was made in this 
Chamber before. It would have been, there- 
‘fore, a saving to the United States had the 
other House seen fit to-follow the Senate in its 
original award. We should have saved ‘some 
twenty or thirty thousand dollars; but mean- 
while the case has gone before the commission 
in pursuance of treaty stipulations, and the 
award has been made. Now, shall we riot 
perform our part under the treaty, and espe- 
-cially as we look under that same treaty for a 
-much larger sum to be paid to citizens of the 

United States? I do not see how we can go 
behind it, especially on outside information 
not of a documentary character. . My friend, I 
think, will not say that he has looked into a 
paper in this case. He is: acting on sugges- 
tions which I understand perfectly, for they 
were made to me in. advance, but which I 
deemed it my duty to put aside, feeling that 
they did not now at this stage -belong to the 
case. Whatever they may be they.cannot now 
be introduced; but I should say that all those 
Suggestions and everything in the case was 
once carefully considered by the Committee 
on Foreign Relations some two or three years 
880; and you will find among your printed | 
reports a report made on the case. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I admit that it is very 
presumptuous in me—— í 


t 


Mr. SUMNER. Not at all. Now; I be 
the Senator not to treat me in that way. - 
argued with the Senator fairly, and I know 
that he is performing his duty. __. f 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I will withdraw the 
word ‘“‘ presumptuous.” I admit that it is very 


! unwise in me to act upon a suggestion which 


the Senator from Massachusetts declines to act 
upon; but still that is one of the rights that 
belong to Senators here, and he will pardon 
me for the exercise of it. Now, I wish to ask 


my friend in all good will, whether, this being | 


an arbitration, he does not recognize that rule 


of universal equity and justice in respect to i 


arbitrations which enables the losing party if || 
he can establish that the arbitration has come ` 


to a result éither through frand or gross mis- 


take—I believe I use technical terms when] 


say that—to defend against the award upon ` 


those grounds? f 
Mr. SUMNER. As a ‘general principle, 
undoubtedly. 5 i i 
Mr. EDMUNDS: Then wé are not abso- | 


lutely bound against all right to a rehearing : 
and review on’ thesé' two grounds? notwith- | 


standing that this mixed ¢ommission has. d 
i| decided iän favor of this gentleman. | - 


Mr. SUMNER. The Senator will pardon 
me. I do not admit that it would be applica- 


has, on a similar question, taken the opposite 
ground. Take our claims against Venezuela. 
That Government alleges frand in the commis- 
sion, and especially on the part of the Ameri: 
can commissioner, and on that account thus 
far has refused to ‘make payment; and our 
Governmént has declined to open the award 


saying that what has been decided is decided |; 


and cannot now be opened. I do not venture 
myself to affirm positively one way or the other. 


|| I merely call attention to the fact that our.own 


Administration ina kindred case rejected the 
position of the Senator. . oes eg 
Mr. EDMUNDS.. Does my friend mean to 
sdy that our Administration has, admitting the 
fraud, insisted upon the performance of the 
award? ' ae aie: . 
Mr. SUMNER. ‘Ido not say “admitting the 
fraud.’’ & say our Government has declared 
that the casë cannot now be opened. - ves 
Mr. EDMUNDS. . Yes. Then ‘the only 
ground on which it'could have declared ‘so 
was. that there were no circumstances whith 


would warrant the implication that fraud had | 


existed, hecause I hope there never has been 
an American Administration, as I am sure 
there is not now, whieh would take advantage 
of the fraudulent conduct of its commissioners 
to extort money from another-nation, let it be 
weak or strong; I think we should all agree 


.to that without respect. to party, race, creed, 


or color, bécause there are certain principles 


of decency, honor, and justice which prevail 


among nations that ought to affect even Admin- 
istrations. And let me say to my friend that 


i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the Senate of the United States in its legisla- | 
tive capacity ‘is not the Administration, and I- 
for one do not propose to be bound by any | 


conduct of ah Administration which seems to 
me to be contrary to the principles of justice 
and of law too. , 


We agree that if an award made between | 
nations (because it is nothing but an award | 
proceeding upon the principles of justice by 
mutual stipulation) ig tainted with fraud or is || 


affected with a gross mistake, which is equiv- 
alent to it, the party who loses by such an 


award has aright in justice and in law to refuse 


to-execute that award. We agree so far, I take 
it. In substance, then, the question is whether 


there are any circumstances which justify us in | 


assuming such a position here. I am informed— | 


and from the documents, my friend will pardon i 


me for saying—that this citizen of Peru began | 


by a claim in an action at law against the pilot 


association in that country for damages for the 


loss of his vessel in consequence of the miscon- 


i 
i 


l 


duct of the pilot, for which he reeovered the 
damages that he claimed to the extent of 
$24,000, the amount of his loss. He could 
not get satisfaction of his execution, for the 
reason that this pitot association had not the 
money to pay him theclaim. Then he applied 
to the State Department here; but the State - 
Department did not pay that attention to his 
case which perhaps its importance demanded, 
and the result was that finally we had a mixed 
commission for the determination of claims. 
Mr. SUMNER. : The Senator omits that the 
State Department referred it to the Congress 
of thé United States, and that it was carefully 
considered, I think, daring two sessions in this 
Chamber. -~ 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Did it pass? 
Mr. SUMNER. It passed this Chamber: 
There was a report on it, in which the Senator 


; will find ail the facts set forth, which I had the 
: honor of making to the Senate. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘Then my friend had not 
stated the facts entirely, for he omitted that 
before. : 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator's par- 


on o oy 
Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend will excuse 


, me for’saying that the approval of Congress 


! does not réside simply in this Chamber. 
ble to a case of this kind. The Senator is | 
perhaps aware that this very Administration ' 


| objection, 


"Mt EDMUNDS, I 


of 
course I agree with my friend. that it ought; 
but the Constitution has so adjusted things that 
no théasure becomes: a law without the assent 


| of the other Honse. 


‘Mr. ANTHONY. Allow me to suggest that 
I understood at the time this case was up bé- 
fore that the State_Department referred it to 


| the State of California, because if there was 


any claim at all it was against the State of 
California. I did not understand that the 


| State Department referred it to Congress. . 


‘Mr. SUMNER. I dare say the Senator from 
Rhode Island voted for the bill on a carefal 
report, not a hasty document, or a brief one, 
which the Senator will find on the files of the 


Senate. 
ONY. . Am correct? Did the 


Mr. ANTH 
State Department tefer that: case to Congress? 

Mr. SUMNER. I caithot speak ‘positively, 
but my impression— ` ae j 
Mr. HOWE: -I am afraid this will tead ‘to 
debate. [Laughter.]- 7° > 
have the floor. 
. Mr. DRAKE.” T object to the farther con- 
sideration ‘of this bill - —— > 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But I hayethe floor. The 
Senator cannot take the flodt from me. ~— 

Mr. DRAKE. I was taken off the floor Fast 
Friday by'an objection of that kind, ` 

The VICH PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
Missouri was taken off the floor by a similar 
The objection applies at any time 
before final action.. The bill will be passed 


over. Sy ctl eS 
. Mr. DRAKE. I move that the Senate do 


now adjourn. . Pe alae 

Several Senators. No, no; withdraw it. . 

. Mr. DRAKE. I withdraw the motion, — 
AMERICAN REGISTERS, 

The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 181) granting an 
American register to the British- built schooner 
W. D. B.; which was considered’ as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. ‘It authorizes the Sec- 
retary of. the Treasury to isgue.an American 
register to the British-built schooner W. D. B., 
wrecked and found abandoned at sea, that 
vessel being now owned by citizens of Portland, 
Maine. - - : 

The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate without amendment ; ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PORT OF DELIVERY AT VALLEJO. 


` The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
S: No. 834) to create a port of delivery at 
allejo, California ; which was read a second 
Tn and considered as ia Committee of the 
ole. 


8150 


Mr. CHANDLER. The Committee on Com» 
merce propose to amend the bill by adding the 
following as anew section: 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
appoint a surveyor for the port of Eastport, in the 
district of Passamaquoddy, M 
the same power and be subject to the same duties ag 
other surveyors of the customs. 

Mr. POMEROY. That does not belong on 
this bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir; it is germane 
to the bill. 


Mr. POMEROY. To a bill to create a port 


of delivery in California? 

Mr. CHAND 
of delivery, and is therefore germane. 1 was 
authorized to put it on the appropriation bill 
by the committee. 

Mr. POMEROY. This bill is to create a 
port of delivery in California. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The amendment restores 
a port of delivery in Maine. I was directed to 
put it in the general appropriation bill. 

Mr. COLE. I hope the Senator from Mich- 
igan will not put that on this bill. It does not 
seem exactly germane. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is precisely germane. 

Mr. COLE. Maine is very distant . from 
California. 

Mr. CHANDLER. This reéstablishes a 
port of delivery which was dropped by acci- 


ent. 
Mr. COLE. Ihave no objection; but the 


Senator from Maine disputes the fact. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I notice that the 
Senator from Oregon has presented a bill not 
unlike the one, but having reference to Beni- 
cia, which, if it shall pass, will render this 
altogether unnecessary. 
_- Mr. COLE. That bill will not pass; no 
‘one wants it passed, I apprehend, though it is 


Papers cee ee 
he VICE PRESIDENT. The quesiion is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Mich- 


igan. ! DAR 

E Mr CHANDLER. I withdraw it at the 
suggestion of Senators. 
:- The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I move to reconsider 


the vote on the passage of the bill. . 
ne VICE PRESIDENT. Themotion will 


entered, . 
Mr. COLE. I hope the Senator will present 


some reason why it should be reconsidered. I | 
do notthink it should be done without a reason. |! 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to | 


‘reconsider will be entered. 
f AMERICAN REGISTERS. 


' | The next business on the Calendar was the |: 


joint resolution (H. R. No. 227) granting an 
‘American register to the British-built schooner 
Venilia; which was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. ' > 


The Committee on Commerce reported an || 


amendment, to add to the bill the following: 


«. Provided, That the owners of the said schooner 
Venilia shall pay into the Treasury of the United 
States a tax or duty of twenty per cent., payable in 
coin, on the cost or purchase-money of the wreck of 
i OB. dnd be it further enacted, That the Secret 

. Sec, e ü further enacted, That the Secretary 
of tho Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
‘directed to issue certificates of registry or enrollment 
cand licenseto the following Canadian-built vessels, 
namely: to the bark Cambria, the bark Mary Jane, 
the bark Niagara, and the bark Cecilia, said vessels 
being owned by citizens of the United States, and 
having been employed upon thewaters of the lakes : 
Frovided, That there shall be paid upon each of said 
forcign-built vessels a tax or duty twenty per 


cvin, the value of said vessels to be ascertained in 
the same manner as upon importations of goods from 
forcign countries, according to rules and regulations 
to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. NYE. I object to that bill. Sr 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
sed over. ; 


Mr. RAMSEY. I suggest to the Senator from 


aine, who shall have | 
an 4 
' withdraw his amendment. 


LER. It is establishing a port present. , 
' O Mr. HAMLIN. Now I want to state ina 


i 
i 


Missouri to renew his wotion. .It is:time for 
it. The Senate is doing no business. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wantto appeal to the Sen- 
ator from Nevada to let us take a vote on this 
joint resolution. T want to make a statement. 

r. NYE. Here-are five others. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I want to state the facts, 
and to appeal to the Senator from Michigan to 
YE. 


Mr. N I have had a fight here over the 


| bark Cambria before, and I am not going to 


on a register to be issued to her if l can 
elp it. . 
Mr. HAMLIN. I am with you. 

Mr. NYE. I withdraw the objection for the 


~ very few minutes thiscase. The billisa House 
© pill, and it provides for granting a register to 
 aBritish-built schooner. It has been the prac- 


| 
| 


i 
i 
i 
i 


tice of our Government alwaysto grant a regis- 


i) tertoaforeign-builtvesselthat has been wrecked 


in our waters, when it has been repaired, and 
the repairs are equal to three fourths of the 
cost of the vessel. That is your law. The 
parties in this case purchased the vessel Venilia 
on the rock. When purchased she was sup- 
pene to be valueless, good for nothing; but 
ya streak of good fortune and a high tide 


she got off, and was repaired for a little less | 


than the three fourths of her cost; the papers 
say more than twothirds. The House of Rep- 


i resentatives, on a letter of the Secretary of 
.the Treasury, have passed a bill authorizing 


; the Secretary to give a register to that vessel ; 
‘and that vessel has been lying in dock for a 


, approved. 
i 


| motions to reconsider. 


| Legislatures are in order. 


year. Nowit has goneto our committee, and 
they have put on it an amendment which pro- 
vides for letting in foreign-built vessels, vio- 
lating all the law and all the custom of the 


country. I haveseen riders put on to bills by 


individuals—— 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow 
me a moment? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Certainly. 

Mr. CHANDLER: This was a rider put on 
by his colleague on this identical bill. We have 
returned the bill just as it passed the Senate 
last yearand is now before the House. There- 
fore, I object to the bill, and move that it be 
laid aside. On examination I find that the 
bill, justas itstands, asthe committee reported 
it, passed the Senate before, and this, the Ser- 


| ator’s vessel, was put on as a rider. 


Mr. DRAKE. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. : 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 2, 1870. 


The House metattwelveo’clockm. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and 


l ORDER OF BUSINESS. 4 ies a 
The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 
first business in order will be the call of the 


| States and Territories, beginning with the State 
| of Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint 
resolutions for reference to their appropriate 


committees, and not to be brought back by 
Under thiscall memo- 
rials and resolutions of State and territorial 


AMENDMENT TO THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. WILLARD introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1913) to amend the bankrapt law; which 


cent. on the present value of said vessels, payable in | was read a first and second time, and referred 


i to the Committee on Revision of the Laws of 
; the United States. 


ESTATE HELD BY LEWIS M. EDGE. 
Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts, introduced 


“a bill (H. R: No. 1914) to relieve the estate held 
i by Lewis M. Edge from legacy or succession 


tax and stamp tax; which was read a first and 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


l| ment;”’ i 
' time, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
i tary Affairs. 


ferred to the Committee on the 


May 2, 


ee eee 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

BOUNTY. 


Mr. WARD introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 275) giving to soldiers who enlisted 
under the call of July 22, 1861, the same 
bounty as those who enlisted under the call 
of May 4, 1861; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

ADDITIONAL BOUNTIES. 


` Mr. WARD also introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 276) applying the act of March 


| 8, 1869, giving additional bounties to the sol- 
| diers whose discharges show they have been 


discharged “by order of the War Depart. 
which was read a first and second 


SIMON D. HURD. 


= Mr.WARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1915) granting a pension to Simon D. Hard, a 
soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions and War of 
1812. 

LOAN AND TRUST COMPANY. 


Mr. WHEELER introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1916) to incorporate the Loan and Trust 
Company of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

LEONARD HARDING. 

Mr. BENNETT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1917) for the relief of Leonard Harding ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
- Mr. COX introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1918) 
to remove all legal and political disabilities ; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the select Committee on Reconstruc- 
tion, and ordered to be printed. 


‘SHIPPING COMMISSIONERS. 


Mr. O'NEILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1919) to authorize the appointment of ship- 
ping commissioners by the judges of the sev- 
eral circuit courts of the United States, to 
superintend the shipping and discharge of sea- 
men engaged in merchant ships belonging to 
the United States, and for the further protec- 
tion of seamen; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 


| Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


WRITS OF ERROR. l 
Mr. STONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


.1920) to regulate appeals or writs ọf error from 


the supreme court of the District of Columbia 
to the Supreme Court of the United States; 
which was read. a first and second time, re- 
Judiciary, and 


ordered to be printed. - 
WILLIAM R. HAUGHTON. 

Mr. COBB, of North Carolina, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1921) for the relief of William 
R. Haughton, of Chowan county, North Caro- 
lina; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
, RENEWAL OF LAND GRANTS. 

Mr. BUCKLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1922) to renew certain land grants to the State 
of ‘Alabama; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. HEFLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1923) to remove the political disabilities of 
certain persons therein named in the States 
of Alabama and Georgia; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the select 
Committee on Reconstruction. 


1870. ° 


Mr. MORPHIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1924) for the removal of political disabilities, 
and for other purposes; which wag read a first 
and second time, and referred to the select Com- 
mittee on Reconstruction. 


‘APPEALS AND WRITS OF ERROR. - 
Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, introduced a 


bill (H. R. No, 1925) to extend the provisions . 


of an act entitled ‘An act supplementary to 
an act to allow the United States to prosecute 
appeals and writs of error without giving 


security, and for other purposes,” approved | 


July 27, 1868; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, and referred to the Committee on | 


the Judiciary. 
“FOREIGN DIPLOMATIC SERVICE. 


Mr. STEVENSON introduced a joint reso- ' 
lution (H. R. No. 277) to authorize citizens of |) 


the United States to accept diplomatic service 
from foreign Governments; which was read a 
firstand second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 


AMERICAN UNION ACADEMY. 


Mr. LAWRENCE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1926) to incorporate the American Union 
Academy of Literature, Science, and Art ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. ae 

PACIFICO RAILROADS BONDS. 


Mr. VAN TRUMP introduced a joint res- 
olution (H. R. No, 278) in relation to the Pa- 
cific railroads interest paid by the United States 
on bonds, and directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to retain certain funds in his hands 
for indemnity; which was read a firat and 
second time. ei 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. I desire to have th 
joint resolution reported in full. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas by a late report of the Secretary of the 
ary, communicated to this House, it appears 
that the Pacific railroad companies have failed to 
pay tho interest heretofore accrued upon the bonds 
issued by the Government of the United States in 
aid of the construction and equipment of the roads 
of said companies, which interest said companies 
were by law bound to pay; . whereas, also, it 
further appears by said report that the Government 
of the United States, as the guarantor of said bonds, 
has been called upon and compelled, as such surety 
as aforesaid, to pay, and has paid, the interest due 
on said bonds in the sum of $4,887,590 35, which sum 
said railroad companies have wholly failed and 
refused to reimburse the Government of the United 
States; and whereas it also appears by said report 
that the Government of the United States has paid 
in cash, out of the Treasury, for freight and trans- 
poration of troops over said roads, the sum of 
1,994,074 61, under and by virtue of certain stipula- 
tions by which the Government of the United States 
was allowed to retain one half of the amount due for 
said freight and transportation as indemnity for said 
liability as guarantor of the ultimate payment of 
said bonds, and the half to be paid over to said com- 
panies; and whereas the Government of the United 
Btates as a surety, discharging the obligation of the 
principal debtor, is in law entitled to be subrogated 
to all the right and interest of said principal debtor 
in and to said fund: Therefore, í 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United Statee af America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, instructed and required hereafter 
to retain the whole of said fund so to become due and 
owing by the Government of the United States to 
said Pacific railroad companies for freight and trans- 
portation of troops over said roads as aforesaid, and 
that he apply the same, as it shall hereafter accrue, 
to the extinguishment of so much of the debt from 
said railroad companies to the Government of the 
United States for account of interest go paid on said 


bonds by the Government of the United States as 
aforesaid, d 


On motion of Mr. VAN TRUMP, the joint 
resolution was referred to the Committee on 
the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 

ISAAC H. LYNN. : 

Mr. SMITH, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. 

ù. No. 1927) granting a pension to Isaac H. 


ynn; which was read a first and second time, | 


and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
engions, 


AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 


: Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a joint 
resolation (H, R. No. 279) to print extra 


copies of the report of the Commissioner of 
| Agriculture for the year 1869; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
| Committee on Printing. . 
| 
| 


APPLICATIONS FOR PENSIONS. 


Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1928) to repeal the proviso of the sixth section 
of the act. entitled “An act relating to pen- 
: sions,’’ approved July 27, 1868, which limits 
i. applications for pensions to. a period of five 
years from the origin of the cause for pension ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
i: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


JOHN W. ALVES. 


' No. 1929} for the relief of John W. Alves; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
| referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Hl REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 
| 
t 


| Mr. STOKES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
| 1980) to relieve certain citizens of the State of 


| by the fourteenth amendment to the Constitu- 


i| Committee on Reconstruction. 

Mr. PROSSER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1931) to relieve B. F. Cheatham and John C. 
Burch, of Nashville; W. B. Lowe, of Richard- 
son county, and W. H. S. Hill, of Williamson 
county, Tennessee, of their legal and political 
' disabilities; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the select Committee on 
i! Reconstruction. 
| JOHN SARTAIN. 


| Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1932) granting a pension to 
| John Sartain, of Tennessee; which was reada 
| first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

A MARY LINCOLN. 

Mr. JUDD introduced a bill. (H. .R. No. 
et granting a pension to Mary Lincoln; 
| which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. JUDD. . I ask action on the bill now. 

The SPEAKER. Thatis notin order under 

this call. ark 
` The bill was referred to the Committee on 
| Invalid Rensions. - a 

`.. REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES, ` 

Mr. ROGERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1984) to remove the disabilities from the peo- 

le latelyin rebellion against the Government, 
imposed by the fourteenth amendment to the 


read a first and second time; and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


JOHN C. LANES, 


1934) granting a pension to John C, Lanes; 

which was read a first and second time, and 

referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
FRANCIS-J. RITTER, | - 

Mr. ROOTS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1986) for the relief. of Francis J. Ritter; 
which was read a first and second time, and, 
with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. | 


- UNITED STATES COURTS IN MICHIGAN. 


Mr. STRICKLAND introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1937) to provide for the holding of 
| additional terms of the circuit. and district 
courts of the United States in the State of 
Michigan, and for other purposes; which was 
i read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MAIL STEAMSHIP SERVICE. 


Mr. HAMILTON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No..1938) authorizing mail steamship service 
between the ports of Cedar Keys, Florida, and 
| Havana, Cuba; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time. ; 


: Tennessee of all political disabilities imposed ` 


| tion of the United States; which was read a : 
| first and second time, and referred to the select || 


Constitution of the United States; which was | 


- Mr. ROOTS introduced a’ bill (H. R. No. | 


Mr. SWEENEY introduced a bill (H. R. |: 
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Mr. HAMILTON. I move that the bill be 


referred to the select Committee on the Causes 


of the Reduction of American Tonnage. ; 
„Mr. FARNSWORTH. If itis for mail ser- 

vice it ought to go to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. If it is for com- 
merce it might go to the select committee: 

Mr. HAMILTON. I would prefer that it 
should go to the select committee, but I have 
no objection to its reference to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, if the gen- 
tleman desires it. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


NEW ORLEANS, MOBILE, ETC., RAILROAD. 


Mr. CLARK, of Texas, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1989) toamend an act entitled ‘An 


i act to establish and declare the railroad and 
: bridges of the New Orleans, Mobile, and Chat- 


tanooga Railroad Company as hereafter con- 
structed, a post route, and for other purposes;"’ 
approved March 2, 1868; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


DUBUQUE AND SIOUX CITY RAILROAD. 


Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1940) amendatory of an act entitled 


| “An act extending the tjme for the completion 


of the Dubuque and Sioux City Railroad ;’’ 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
WISCONSIN AND LAKE SUPERIOR RAILROAD. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1941) making a grant of 
land to the State of Wisconsin, in alternate sec- 


jį tions, to aid in the construction of a railroad 


from Augusta, Wisconsin, via Chippewa Falls, 
to Superior City, on Lake Superior ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 


' Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
; to be printed. 


~. . REPRESENTATION OF GEORGIA. 

Mr. PAINE. I ask leave to introduce a 
bill to admit the State of Georgia to repre- 
sentation in Congress, and for other purposes, 
to be referred to the select Committee on Re- 
construction ; and I also ask, at the instance of 
the gentleman from Michigan, {Mr. Beaman, ] 
to introduce an amendment which he has pro- 
posed, and have it referred to the same com- 
mittee; and that.both be printed. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to intro- 
duce amendments to bills during, this call. 

Mr. PAINE. Cannot unanimous’ consent 
be given for that purpose? ©0740 00 > 

The SPEAKER. | It is not in order during 
the morning hour of Monday to ask’ unani- 
mous consent for any purpose. 

Mr. PAINE. Then I will withdraw the bill. 

BLACK POINT, SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mr. AXTELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1942) to relinquish the interest of the United 
States to certain lands in the city and county 


|| of San Francisco, in the State of California; 


which was read a first and second time, aud 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
J. ROSS BROWNE. ie 

Mr. AXTELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 

No. 1943) for the relief of J. Ross Browne, 

late commissioner to China; which was‘ read 

a first and second time,.and: referred to the 

Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

, LAND GRANTS.. oy ae. 

Mr. JOHNSON introduced ajoint resolution 

(No. 280) declaring the intention of Congress 

in making grants of land, and in allowing entry 


| of rejected Mexican land grants; which was 


read a first’ and second time, referred to the 

Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 

be printed. 
PACIFIC CABLE COMPANY. 


Mr. JOHNSON introduced a bill (H. R. 


i No. 1944) to incorporate the Pacific Cable 
; Company, and to facilitate and encourage tele- 


graphiccommunication between California and 


May 2, 


‘China ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. l i 


WASHINGTON TRANSATLANTIC TELEGRAPH. 


. Mr. WILKINSON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1945) to incorporate the Washington 
Transatlantic Telegraph Company, and to 


facilitate telegraphic communication between | 
America and Europe; which wes read. a first | 
and secord time, and referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Foreign Affairs. ? 
-RAILROAD LAND GRANTS TO KANSAS. _ 
Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas, introduced a bill 


(H. R. No. 1946) to amend an act entitled “An ` 


be engrossed and read a third time; and being || followiug resolution, on which he demanded 


the previous question; 


act for grant of lands to the State of Kansas, 


in alternate. sections, to aid in the construction 


cof certain railroads and telegraphs in said 
State; which was -read-a first and second 


‘Lands, and ordered to be printed. 5. - 
| SAMUEL BARNETT. 


Mr. McGREW introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1947) for the relief of Samuel Barnett ; which 
was read a first'and second time, and, with the 
accompanying papers, referred tothe Commit- 
‘tee on Invalid Pensions. rene 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF VIRGINIA. 


Mr. WITCHER introduced a bill (H. R.:No. 
1948) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
change and define the bou ndaries of the eastern 
and western districts of Virginia, and to alter 
-the names of said districts, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed June 11, 1864 ; which was read 


time, referred to the Committee on the Public | 


a first and second time, referred to the Cóm- |, 


‘mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered: te be 
“printed. pe? Sues ees 
Bre RG I Ý = We B. WILSON. i 
. Mr. FITCH. introduced a joint resolution 
ee R. No. 281) for the relief of W. B. Wilson, 
or carrying the United States mail in the State 
of Nevada ; which was read a first and second 
‘time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


POSTAL TELEGRAPH. = 


Mr. TAFFE: ‘presented the joint resolutions 


of the Legislature of:the State of Nebraska in 
relation to a postal telegraph; which were or- 


.dered to be printed,:and :referred to the select 


Committee on:Postal Telegraph Lines.. >: 
Jlo POST ROOTE IN DAKOTA. 
. Mr. SPINK introduced a bil (H. R. No. 


" 1949) to establish a post ronte in the Territory 


.of Dakota; which was read a first and second 
‘time, and referred to the Committee. .on. the 
_ Post Office and Post. Roads. peed oo 


` ORDER OF BUSINESS: ` 


The-SPEAKER. The call of States and 
_Territoties: far., tbe introduction of bills ‘and 
: joint resolutions. having been concluded, the 
next business during the. miorning hour is the 
- cali of States and Territories, for the introduc- 

tion of resolutions, bills, d&c,, for consideration 
„at this time, beginning with the State of Penn- 

sylvania, where the call rested at the expira- 

tion of the morning hour on Monday last.. 


_PENSION FOR MRS. MARY LINCOLN. 


Mr. DICKEY introduced a-bil (H. R. No. 
- 1950) granting a pension to Mary: Lincola ; 

which was read a first and second time::: 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the In- 
_terior to place the name of Mary Lineoln, 
‘widow of Abraham Lincoln, deceased, late 
` President of the United States, on the pension- 
_ roll, and allow and pay her a pension at the 
" rate of $8,000 per annum from and after the 
- passage of the act. : 

The question being on ordering the bill to 

be engrossed and read a third time, 

Mr. DICKEY called the previous question. 

' Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. Speaker, is this bill 
- introduced for passage at the present time? 
‘Tne SPEAKER. It is presented for con- 


| sideration; and the gentleman from Penhayl- | 


‘vania [Mr. Drexer] calls the previous ques- 


not second the demand for the previous ques- 
| tion. a 

| On seconding the demand for the previous 
“question, there were—ayes 58, noes 49; no 
|! quorum voting. 

l!l * Tellers were ordered; and Mr. BENJAMIN and 
Mr. Dickey were appointed. ef 

| The Housedivided; andthe tellers reported— 
| ayes 72, noes 51. 


So the previous question was seconded. 


© The main question was ordered; and under 
the operation thereof the bill was ordered to 


engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time. f 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
Mr. BENJAMIN called for the yeasand nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. , 
The question wastaken; and it was décided 
| in the affirmative—yeas 85, nays 65, not voting 
1773 as follows: i 
YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Armstrong, Arnell, Ayer, 
Banks, Bingham, Booker, Bowen, George M. Brooks, 
Buokloy, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R, Butler, 
ake, Calkin, Cessna, Churchill, William T. Clark, 
Sidney Clarke. Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Covode, Cul- 
Jom, Dickey, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Finkelnburg, 
_Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Hale. Hamilton, Harris, Haw- 
i loy, Hay, Hays, Hoar, Hooper, Ingersoll, 


Ketcham, Knapp, Lafin, Lash, Lynch, Maynard, 
MeCarthy, McKee, Milnes, Daniel J. Morreli, Mor- 
l! yissey, Myers, O’Neill, Perce, Peters, Porter, Potter, 
i} Prosser, Randall, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Schenck, 
‘| Scofield, Shanks, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smith, 
‘| William J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William 
: Smyth, Starkweather, Stev nson, Strader, Tanner, 
i| ‘Tillman, Upson, Wheeler, Wilkinson, Winans, and 
| Witeber—86.° Fete OM ` 3 
NAY§—Messrs. Ambler, Areh 
| Beaman. enjamin, Benton, Biggs, Bird, Blair, 
‘Buffinton, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Cowles, 
Cox, Degener, Dickinson Duval, Eldridge, Ferry, 
Getz,Gibson, Hambleton; Holman, Thomas L. Jones, 
Knott, Lawrence, Loughridge, McCormick, McGrew, 
McKenzie, McNeely, Mercur, Morgan, Niblack, 
Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Peck, Pomeroy, 
‘Reeves, Rice, Rogers. Shober, Stiles, Stone, Stough- 
ton., Strickland, Strong, Swann, Sweeney, Toffe, 
Trimble. Tyner, Van Au $ Von Tramp.. Van 
k, Ward, Cadwalader ~ Washbern, Wells, 
imore, Williams, Eugene M. Wilson,and John 


T.Wilon 68. neat 
WOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Atwood, 


r 
t 


er, As en, Axtell 


eaton, pill: Hoge, Hotchkiss, Johnson. Jplian, 
Kellogg, Kerr. Logan, Marshall, Mayham, MeCrary, 
-Eliakim H. Moore. Jesse H. Moore, Wiltiam Moore, 


| Morphis, Samuel P. M 
Palmer, 


So the bill was passed.. 

|- Mr. DICKEY moved. to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid:on the 
| table. po Latta: ar 
The latter motion was-agreed to. 


PAY OF J. H. SYPHBR. 


Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania. submit 
the following resolution, on which I demand 
the previous quéstion : A : 

Resolved, That the Clerk ofthe House of Represent- 


atives is hereby directed to pay to J. H. Sypher, out 
of the contingent fund of the House, the compensa- 


full of expenses in contesting a seat in Congress trom 
the first district of Louisiana. a 


_ Mr. RANDALL. .I-moye the reference of 
this regolution to the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in 
order pending the demand for the previous 
question. 


make that motion if the previous question be 
not sustained. : 


question, there were—ayes 
quorum voting. 
Tellers were 


48, noes 54; no 


tion. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope the House will 


efi j 
enckes, Alexander _ Jones, Judd, Kelley, Kelsey, | 


On seconding the demand for the previous i 


“tion of a Representative ih Congress for one year, in j 


ordered; and Mr.- MORRELL, ii 


‘was persuaded to engage wi 


(adopted. —. 
Mr. BIRD 


j Governament of Great: Britain for the Lage 
g ; ; i| vessels belonging to citizens of our Repubiio 
Mr. RANDALL. I give notice-that I shall | 


i character: Therefore 


of Pennsylvanias, and Mr. RANDALL were 
appointed. a 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 65, noes 67. — 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move the reference of 


' the resolution to the Committee of Elections, 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was referred ; and 


‘also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
taid on the table. | 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
PAY OF FRANK MOREY. 
Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey, submitted the 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives is hereby directed to pay to Frank Morey 
the sum of $4,000, in full of expenses incurred in 


contesting a seat in Congress from the fifth district 


of Louisiana. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 
nineteen, noes not counted. 
So thé previous question was not seconded. 
Mr. RANDALL moved that the resolution 
be referred to the Committee of Elections, 
The motion was agreed to. 
ae) JOUN GALLAGHER.. 


Mr. BIRD submitted the following preamble 
and resolution, on which he demanded the pre- 
vious question: | . 

Gallagher, a native of Hunterdon 


Whereas Jobn 


"county, in the State of New Jersey, volunteered in 


the Army of the Union in the year 1863, at the age 
of sixteen years, but was discharged upon the peti- 
tion 6f his mother, both on account of his extremo 
youth and her great need of his assistance for the 


‘gupport of herself and her two young children; and 


whereas afterward, in the year of 1866, when about 
the age of nineteen years, without consideration, ho 
> ith the Fenians in their 
expedition upan. the Canadian frontier,.where, with 
others, he was captured and sentenced to twent 
year’s imprisonment at Kingston, four years of whic 
period’ he has suffered, and which has so greatly 
affected his health that it has reeently been found 
necessary to remove him to a'hospiteh is motherin 
the mean time dying of grief and his younger sisters 
brought to great-distress by being deprived of his 
aid: Therefore, , oe en 
Resolved, That in visw of his youth and the length 
of time he has already been imprisoned, and the effect 
thereof upon his health, the President of the United 
States is hereby requested, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, to intercede. with the proper 
authorities of Canada or Great Britain in such.a 
manner ashe may deem expedient to secure the par- 
don. pnd discharge of the said John Gallagher m 
custody. pi i 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and ander the opera- 
tion thereof the preamble and resolution were 


moved to reeonsider the vote 
by which the preamble and resolution were 
adopted ; and also moved that the motion to 


i. reconsider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT SINB DIE. . 
Mr. STILES. I ask unanimous consent to 
submit the following resolution : 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That tho Presi- 
dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives declare their respective Houses 


adjourned eine die on Monday, the 4th of July next, 


at meridian. 


The SPEAKER. That is a privileged ues- 


‘tion, and can be offered at any time without 


interrupting the call of the States. 
‘ALABAMA CLAIMS. 


“Mr. CALKIN submitted the following pre- 


‘amble and resolution, on which he demanded 
the previous question : 


Whereas it is the sentiment ofthe American pers 
that immediate reparation should be made by the 
bythe 

f like 


President be requested to press 


piratical steamer Alabama and othersteamers 0 
Resolved, That the 


| the Alabama claims to an immediate settlement, 


that our citizens may be promptly remunerate for 


their losses and our nation’s honor maintained. 


The House divided; and there were-—ayes 
35, noes 80. . As T 


1870. 
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Mr. CALKIN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; ae Mr. Cankin and 

r. Baxks were appointed, 
ane House aia. divided; and the tellers | 
reported—ayes 40, noes 80. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, the preamble and 
resolution were referred to the Committee on 
Foreiga Affairs. . 

The morning hour then expired. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By nnanimors consent, leave of absence was 
granted to Mr. Pater for three weeks; to Mr. 
AXTELL, on account of sickness in his family, 
until Tuesday next ; to Mr. Jouxson for three 
days from to-day ; to Mr. Swawy for three days 
from to-morrow; and to Mr. Boues, on account 
of sickness in his family, for twenty days. 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY. 


Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 282) to 
establish the 30th day of May in each year 
a public holiday ; which was read a first and 
second time. 

The joint resolution provides that the 30th 
day of May, being the day appointed and accus- 
tomed to be used for the decoration of the 
graves of soldiers who died in war in defense 
of the Union against rebellion, be declared a 
public holiday, to be forever observed as suck 
by the people of the United States. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I now call the previous 
question. 


YW 


The previous question was seconded and the : 


main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read athird time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution was adopted ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CLOSING DEBATE. 


Mr. SCHENCK. 
lution: 

Resolved, That when the House shall be again in 
Committee of the Whole on the stare of the Union | 
on the special order, the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to 
amend existing laws relative to the duties on im- |. 
ports,and for other purposes, the committee shall ` 
hare power to stop debate on any portion of the bill | 
by a vote of the majority present without an order ` 
of the House, i 

I hope this resolution will commend itself |! 
to the judgment of the House. it 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to a question of | 
order. To adopt this resolution is not a sus- | 
pension of the rales required ? | 

The SPEAKER, it would necessarily re- 
quire that, ; 

The question was put; and there were, on a 
divisioa—ayes 118, noes 12. 

So (more than two thirds having voted in the : 
afirmative) the resolation was agreed to. 


BOUNTY UNDER CALL OF MAY 3, 1861. 


_ Mr. SCHENCK. I risetoa 
tron. 


„Mr. NIBLACK. TI ask the gentleman to 
yield to me for a moment to submit a resola- 
tion which I think will create no discassion. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I yield tothe gentleman. | 
Mr. NIBLACK. I submit the following 


preamble and resolution, on which I desire 
present action: 


whereas the President, by his proclamation, dated 
for . LS6L called for forty-two thousand and thirty- 
i A unteer troops for the defense of the Union || 
me © enorcement of thelaws of the United States; |; 
rhe ereas about one hundred and twenty thousand | 
HL ide accepted by the President and mustered |: 
ites € service u:.dersaid proclamation; and whereas i 
tat opreme Court of the United States have decided 
tion a persons who enlisted under said proelatna- 
entidet were honorably discharged from service are | 
feeat oes $100 bounty without reference to the time 
Comet yany such persons; and whereas the Second || 
siete of the Treasary has decided that not |! 
neve forty-two thousand and thirty-four per- 
acon entitled to bounty under said proclamation | 
emt rued by the Supreme Court: Therefore, 
olved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
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I offer the following reso: | 


it 


} 
i 
| 

$i 

H 

| 

1 


i 
{ 
J 
i! 
i 
L: 
pi 


privileged ques- 


bo instructed to report a bill providing for the pay- 
ment of the bounty promised by saitl proclamation 
to all persons who wete mustered into the military 


‘| service of the United States under it and have not 


already received said bounty. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. Will the gentle- 
man yield to me for a question? 

Mr. NIBLACK. Certainly. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. 
man not know that this House upward of six 
weeks ago passed a bill containing almost pre- 
cisely the provision contemplated by this res- 
olution, and that that bill is now pending in 
the Senate? 

Mr. NIBLACK. Iwas not aware of that 
fact. My attention was only called to this 


: matter a few days ago, and thinking it a matter 


of some urgency I prepared this resolution. 
It will do no harm to pass it. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. 
clude more than the seventy-five thousand? 
Mr. NIBLACK. Ht includes all who were 
mustered in under the proclamation. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution can only 
come in under a suspension of the rules. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the 


` resolution be referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs. 

Mr. NIBLACK. To save the time of the 
House, I am willing to accept the proposition 
that the resolution shall go to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


|i 


Does the gentis- | 


sumed the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist- 
ing laws relating to the duty on imports, and 
| for other purposes, 
The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
was last in session it had under consideration 
i the following paragraph of the bill: 


On all insulated telegraphic or eloctric wires 
or oables for submarine purposes, 40 per cent. ad 


| valorem, 


Does this in- 


It was so ordered; and the resolution was ` 
ı accordingly referred to the Commitee on Mil- | 


itary Affairs. : 
Mr. ALLISON. I demand the regular 
order. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I had risen to a privi- 
leged question. I now move that on Tuesday, 

ednesday, and Thursday of this week the 
hour of meeting be fixed at eleven o'clock a. m, 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Doyou propose to have 
an evening session besides? . 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ido. ae 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to.move an 


: amendment to the motion of the gentleman 


from Ohio toinsert ‘‘ ten ’’ instead of “‘ eleven.” 


: I wish also to inquire of the gentleman whether 


if the House agrees to meet at eleven o'clock 

he intends also to ask for evening sessious ? 
Mr. SCHENCK. Ido. 

much we can do in these three days. 


| 
t ad valorem. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Iam instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move to 
amend the paragraph by striking out the words 
t wires or” and insert in lieu thereof “ wire.” 
Those that are used for submarine purposes 
are all cables. 

The amendment was agrecd to. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move to insert after the 
word ‘‘purposes’’ the words ‘and all tele- 
graph wires,” so as to place all telegraph wires 
on the same footing. I suppose there will be 
no objection to the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


_ Qn hair-pins made of iron wire, 50 por cent. ad 
talorem. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
strike out ‘*50’’ and insert ‘‘ 35,” so as to 
make the duty 35 per cent. ad valorem. That 
is enough for hair-pins. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will state very briefly 
the reasons which have led to the proposition 
to fix the tariff upon hairpins at. 50 per cent. 
It seems that there isa very large 

amount invested in the manufacture of this 
article in this country, and it is a much more 
; important business than I had supposed until 
| the information was presented to the committee. 
i The claim for the propriety of advancing the 
tariff rests upon the fact that these hair-pins are 
made of the next to the finest class of wire, 
and as the tariff now stands there is a less duty 
on hair-pins when manufactured than there is 
upon the wire out of which they are made, and 
it is to amend that anomalous condition of 
things that this proposition is-made by the 
committee. i : 
' The question was taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Brooxa, of New York; and it was. dis- 


; agreed to—ayes thirty, noes not counted. 


Tintend to see how > 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I think it would better ` 


should meet at ten and sit till five, and. have 


i no evening session. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I am willing that there ' 


shall be a vote on the amendment of the gen- 


tleman from Illinois, to substitute ‘‘ten’”’ for |i made because of the high duty existing on wire. 


tí eleven.” 
The question was put on Mr. INGERSOLL’ S 


i amendment; and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. ScHENCK’s motion was agreed to. 
LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was 


l granted to Mr. Suekrop for fourteen days, | 
| on account of sickness in his family. 


_ Mr. STILES, I desire to take the opinion 

of the Hoase-on my motion as to the final 

adjournment. à 

` Mr. SCHENCK. I cannot yield for that. 
Mr. CULLOM. Idemand the regular order 


TARIFF BILL. ` ; 
Mr. SCHENCK. Before submitting the mo- 


tion to go into Committee of the Whote onthe | 


special order I move that the committee at 
half past four o’cloek p- m. take a recess till 
half past seven o’clock p. m. o ‘ 
The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I now move that the rules 


| be suspended, and the House resolve itself into 


Committee of the Whole upon the special 
order. vont 


The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| Union, (Mr. Waeever in the chair,) and re- 


: advance the business of the House that we , 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. J will offer 
another amendment, for the purpose of calling 
the attention of the committee to this subject. 
It is evident that nobody is interested in this 
tariff when we cannot keep a quorum to vote 
on it. I move to make the duty 86 per eent. 
ad valorem instead of 35 per cent., the existing 
duty. Theehairman of the Committee of Ways 

‘and Means says that this rise of 15 per eent. is 


. Thus one disease begets another; thus onc 
wrong creates the necessity of doing another ; 
thus one bounty imposes upon us the duty of 
creating an additional bounty; thus one bad 
movement at the start of a thing makes it 
necessary to follow it by a series of bad move- 
ments throughout. Now, 50 per cent. ad va- 
_ lorem is an enormous bounty on hair-pins. I 

wish some respect at least to be paid to the gar- 

ments and gear Of the women of the country in 
this bill, We. have. already imposed an addi- 
tional duty on corsets and allthe appurtenances 
thereto belonging, and it is now proposed to 
add 15 per cent. ad valorem on the hair pins 
which ladies use. I hope the duty will be put 
at 36 per cent, 

Mr. SCHENCK. I suppose I must explain 
again what operated upon the minds of the 
committee, . [t was simply this: hair-pins do 

not seem: to have entered into the minds of 

those who framed the existing tariff law. ‘They 
. fall, therefore, among the unenumerated arti- 
: cles, and are charged 36 per cent. ad valorem, 
or about 1} cents per pound. ‘They come in 
under one of two classes. There is some dis- 
i pòte as to which, and I believe the decisions 
: have varied. Either is less than 50 per cent. 
| ad valorem, as now proposed. Now, these 
| hair-pins are made of the next to the finest 
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class of wire, and that, after the reduction pro- 
posed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
in this bill, is still held at 4 cents per pound 
and 15 per cent. ad valorem. Therefore this 


anomalous condition of things exists, that from | 


inadvertence, from omission in the tariff law 
as it now stands, these articles are permitted 
to come in at a less cost than the material out 
of which they are made. We supposed that 


50 per cent. ad valorem would be a fair valu: | ! y 
` average paid to the workmen operating this | 


ation compared with that of the wire out of 
which they are made, and we have regulated 
it accordingly. They come in now either as 
iron manufactures non-enumerated, or as iron 
rolled or hammered, not otherwise provided 
for. The decision, I believe, has generally 
been that they shall come in at 35 per cent. ad 
ralorem under the present law. 

The 
of Mr. Brooks, of New York; and it was dis- 
agreed to—ayes seventeen, noes not counted. 


Mr. HOAR. 


guenon was taken on the amendment , 


I offer the following amend- | 


ment, to come in at the end of the paragraph, | 


after the words ‘“‘ad ralorem:” 


On machine-card clothing and hand cards, whether 
of iron, steel, or brass wire, stuck in leather, cloth, 
rubber, or paper, or however manufactured, 50 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG. I rise to a point ' 


of oren 

ending paragra 
yi Mr. HOAR. P 
and relates to the general subject now before 
the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairhardly thinks 
the amendment germane to the pending par- 
agraph. $ 

Mr. 
state what is the nature of the manufacture 


h? 


HOAR. The Chair will allow me to 


Is this amendment germane to the . 


This is a wire manufacture, | 


included in the amendment, so that the ruling ` 


of the Chair may be properly made. The 


pending order is a paragraph relating to duties | 


on a manufacture of iron wire. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
mane to the next paragraph. 

Mr. HOAR. The Chair will permit me to 
call attention to the fact that the Chair is rul- 
ing, not on a matter of parliamentary law, but 
on a question of fact, to wit, whether machines 
and cards come in under the head of wire or 
mannfactures of iron. 


my amendment relates, would see very clearly 
that it belongs to the former class. 
my amendment is to insert a new paragraph 
between the one relating to wire and the one 


relating to iron, it would be hardly a practical : 


question as to which it should be attached. 


It would be more ger: ; 


I think the Chair, if | 
he is acquainted with the manufacture to which - 


But as: 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not. 
think the proposed amendment germane to the | 


pending paragraph, which relates solely to hair- 

pins made of iron wire. 
The next paragraph was read, as follows: 
On iron of any size or description not included, 


embraced, or enumerated in this act, 1 cent per; 


pound: Provided, That iron in any form or of any 
description charged with a duty under this act shall 


not be changed from its classification because of any | 
partial or complete manufacture into any article not | 


designated, unless it shall be a part of some finished 
manufacture composed in chief part of other mate- 
rials than iron. 

Mr. HOAR. I move to amend this para- 
graph by inserting before the first line the 
‘following: 

On machine-card clothing and hand cards, whether 
of iron, steel, or brass wire, stuck in leather, cloth, 
rubber, or paper, or however manufactured, 50 per 
cent. ad rem. . 

The manufacture described by my amend- 
ment is one which is not provided for in the 
present bill and is only protected by the gen- 
eral sweeping clause of 35 per cent. ad valorem 
on manufactures not otherwise enumerated. 
It is a manufacture which requires the very 
highest degree of skill, The machine by which 
this card clothing is manufactured probabiy 
comes nearer to human intelligence than any 
otber machinery which is known in the me- 
chanic arts. The machine not only performs 
the delicate operation of placing the pieces of 


iron or steel wire in their proper places after 
cutting them off into proper lengths, but it con- 
ducts the operation for a larger number of wires 
at once; and it is so delicately adjusted that 
when a single wire gets out of place, or when 
any portion of the operation is out of order, the ; 
machine stops at once and rings a little bell as 
a sign of distress. In addition to the intelli- 
gence and ability of the machine, the working 
of it requires the highest degree of skill. The | 


‘machine, 1 am told, is four dollars a day; and | 


' it requires three or four years of practice to | 
` acquire the ! 


i 


roper degree of skill. 
Mr. JUDD. st 


: eign countries? l 


i 
t 


r. HOAR. Yes; I cannot say where the 
original machine was invented. 
Mr. BANKS. In this country. | 
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‘| run it. 
“ this purpose. 


Is that a machine used in for- | 


Mr. HOAR. My colleague [Mr. Bayxs] | 


from year to year. The original manufacture | 
was begun in the town of Leicester, adjoining | 
the city of Worcester, which I represent, and | 
it has spread to various parts of the country. | 
There is a manufactory in Worcester, one in 

New York, and several in Pennsylvania. Such | 


‚is the skill required of the workingmen en- | 


gaged in these mannfactories that nearly all 


‘ of these establishments can be traced to this | 


| statement. This manufacturing interest is now 


| the subject of the amendment to make any 


original Leicester manufactory as their origin. | 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. ALLISON. I will say but a few words. 
Mr. HOAR. Let me say one word more. 
Mr. ALLISON. Very well. 
Mr. HOAR. I desire to make one more 


represented in this country by twenty-six fac- 
tories, operating thirteen hundred of these 
costly machines, with a capital of over two 
million dollars. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. Chairman, I do not 
pretend to know to what extent these card 
machines are imported ; but it seems to me the | 
amendment proposes a very large increase of | 
duty, especially when we in the West are tryin 
to develop our manufactures. This duty would | 
impose an additional cost on our people who 
are buying these machines. Unless the duty | 
proposed is absolutely essential to the people 
interested in this machinery to enable them 


to live I trust that the amendment will not be | 


adopted. I am not sufficiently conversant with 


specific opposition to it. I only know that it 
will tend to increase the cost of manufacturing | 
in the West. I yield to the gentleman from 


Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] for any further '. 


explanation which he may be prepared to give. 


Mr. HOAR. Thiscard machinery now comes | 


in under the head of ‘non-enumerated arti- 
cles,’’ paying a duty of 35 percent. advalorem. 
But the English card machinery is competing 
with our manufactures to a large exteat; and 
those engaged in this branch of industry desire 
this additional protection, to which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and. Means assent; for it is 
reasonable. That which is protected by the 


| amendment is the machine card, the wire stuck 


in leather which revolves over the machine, and 
performs the province of carding wool, cot- | 


ton, &c. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman from 


Iowa [Mr. Attisox] yield to me for a few i 


minutes? | 

Mr. ALLISON. I will yield to any gentle- 
man who can give us light on this subject; and 
I know the gentleman from Tennessee can do | 
so if any one can. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Iam informed that a new 
establishment put in operation during the last 


year at, I think, Fall River, Massachusetts, ||. 


found it cheaper to import its card machinery | 
than to employ in making it any of the numer- 
ous well-appointed manafactories in that State. 
This is a condition of things which some of us 
thought ought to be provided against. I think 
the amendment is a proper one. 


i informs me that it was invented in this coun- ; 
i try. It isa mechanism that has been improved ; 


— 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon this amend- 
ment is exhausted. 

Mr. BANKS. I move to amend by striking 
out the last word. ‘I'he necessity for proteo- 
tion in cases of this kind arises from the deli- 
cacy of the machinery, which requires great 
skill on the part of the persons employed to 
There is no great supply of labor for 
Each manufacturing establish- 
ment has to educate and instruct its own work- 
men. If the establishments are stopped for 
everso short atime the hands become scattered 
throughthe community and cannot be regained, 


t! go that others have to beinstructed to perform 


the very delicate duty of running these ma- 
‘chines. Nowa duty of 35 per cent. is much 
less than the average protection given to the 
manufacturers of our country. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I think 
the gentleman is mistaken in supposing the 
duty to be 35 per cent. Ifthe machines were 
made of iron that would be the duty; but on 
unenumerated manufactures of steel and brass 
the duty is 45 per cent. 

Mr. BANKS. Ladopted on that point the 
statement of my colleague [Mr. Hoar] who 
introduced the amendment. But at any rate, 
if anything is protected it ought to be these 
manufactures which are just struggling for a 
foothold, and where the great point for the 
manufacturer is to secure skilled workmen. I 
am not conversant with this precise manufac- 
ture; but in cases to which I referred some 
time ago, and in others arising in connection 


|! with the bill, a consideration which ought to be 
i| kept in mind is that where there is but a lim- 


ited supply of a particular kind of skilled labor, 
if the hands, atter going through a course of 
instruction in the establishments where they 
are employed, are thrown out of employment 
by a suspension of business, they cannot be 
recalled at pleasure, but the establishments, 
when they resumed business, must educate new 
laborers to take their places. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would like to ask the 
gentleman a question: following out the theory 
uf the Committee of Ways and Means and the 
protectionists generally, would it not be well 
to have a high tariff upon skilled labor, so as 
to protect it? It seemsto me that would reach 
the gentleman's point more readily, 

Mr. BANKS. Iam sure I cannot answer 
the gentleman to his satisfaction ; but if there 
be anything that should be protected it is labor. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. There is no tariff upon 
skilled labor. 

Mr. BANKS. Manufactures which require 
' skilled labor and which are just struggling for 
existence are precisely and especially the pur- 
` guits which require the assistauce of the Gov- 
ernment at the present time. Afterthe manu- 
' facture is well established, and when many 


= persons have been educated in the business, 


i the duty may be reduced; but certainly the 
protection extended to these manufactures 
ought not to be less than the average rate of 
duty. Ican say to the gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. ELDRIDGE} that the great woolen 


their hands leave them, can immediately obtain 
others totake their places ; butin manufactures 
requiring skilled labor, such as the making of 
watches, cards, &c., if the hands leave the 
| establishments the establishments must stop 
until new men can be educated to follow the 
business. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I beg to say to 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
that I think the more pertinent and logical 
mode to get at this would be to establish a 
bureau or school of instruction. 

Mr. BANKS. Propose it. 

Mr. COX. Yes, sir; as thegentleman would 
have it, perhaps these laborers should be in- 
structed by the Government in this special line 
of business, and afterward be supported by 
all the other classes of laborers in the country, 
especially the farmers and agriculturists, with 
! a view to protect establishments cmploying 
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4, Sas. a T: 


1870. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3155 


‘only thirteen hundred’ hands, and’ in which 
$2,000,000 are invested. 7 

Mr. HOAR. I will inform the gentleman from 
New York that such aschool as he describes 
for the instraction of workmen in chemistry, 


mechanical engineering, and other things of | 


the kind, has been established in the town 
where this manufacture has gone on, at a cost 
of $500,000, and very largely by the contri- 


butions of the working men themselves who | 


are engaged inthis business. Thirty thousand 
dollars were raised in one shop. 
Mr. COX. According to the gentleman from 


Massachusetts, they want this protection on: 


this branch of manufacture for the purpose of 
instructing the workmen, when it seems that 
these manufacturers are making so much al- 
ready by the bounty of our tariff that they can 
give $500,000 for the purpose of instructing 
these skilled workmen. fs 


Mr. BANKS. I do not ask that they shall : 
be instructed by the Government, but I ask | 


that, being instructed, the Government shall | 


not take such a course as to suspend these 
works and discharge these-hands and impose 
on the manufacturers the necessity of organ- 
izing a new set-of hands. 

Mr. COX. Why does not the gentleman 
apply that to other subjects? 

Mr. BANKS. . I will. 

Mr. COX. When a man instructed in the 
law makes $1,000, why do you not give him 
ten dollars out of thepublic Treasury? So in 
regard to the construction of ships in Maine, 
where the art has almost gone out of exist- 
ence. Why did you not keep up the building 
of ships there for fear there would be a diver- 


sion of ship- building from that State? All these ; 
arguments come down at last to one proposi- | 


tion, that unless gentlemen from Massachusetts, || reported—ayes 64, noes 57. 


Penasylvania, or New Jersey, who have special 
interest, can live out of the public crib they 
will not live at all. With all their Yankee in- 


genuity, with all their boastful skill, while they | 


make machines that almost think, which work 


day after day with nice manipulation, and hav- | 


ing the property of easiness and refinement 
beyond almost human comprehension, these 
gentlemen come here and say to the Govern- 
ment, You must protect us against the foreign- 


ers who are coming here with a better article. | 


{Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. COOK. I wish to ask the gentleman | 


from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] a. question. 
Is the machine of which you speak now being 
manufactured under a patent, so that the pro- 
tection the amendment would give would inure 
to the benefit of @ patentee and not of the 
public? 

Mr. HOAR. I am unable to answer the 
gentleman’s question precisely, because the 
bringing of this machine to perfection has been 
the result of a number of distinct improve- 
ments. I do not understand the machine is 
poled, as there are some twenty-six manu- 
actories, 

Mr. COOK. When did this manufacture 
begin? 

Mr. HOAR. The origin of this manufacture 
was quite long ago. 

he committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 22, noes 31; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Cox and Mr. Hoar. 

e committee again divided ; and the tellers 
teported—ayes 44, noes 54; no quorum voting. 
_ The CHAIRMAN. The committee finding 
itself without a quorum, it is the duty of the 

hair to cause the roll to be called, in order 
that the names of the absentees may be re- 
Ported to the House. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll; and the 

Nee members failed to answer to their 


Messrs, Adams, Atwood, Axtell, Baile 
Ss l s : y., Barnum, 
Benue. Biggs, Bingham, Boles Bowen, Boyd, Burr, 
ceaain F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Sidney 
Davis Dacre ands Clinton L, Cobb, Conner, Geshe. 
~i Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Dox er, 
Eldridge, Farnsworth, Fitch, Fox, Haight, Halde: 


man, Hamill, Hamilton, Hawkins, Heaton. Hill, Hoge, 
Hotchkiss, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Julian, Kel- 
logg, Kerr, Lawrence, Logan, Marshall, Mayham, 
McNeely, Eliakim H. Moore, Morgan, Mungen, 
Palmer, Platt, Poland, Potter, Ridgway, Sargent, 
Schumaker, Sherrod,Slocum, Stevens, Tanner, Tay- 
lor, Townsend, Fwichell. Van Auken, Van Horn, 
Van Trump, Voorhees, William B. Washburn, Wel- 
ker, Winchester, Wood, and Woodward. 


The committee then rose ; and Mr. SCOFIELD | 
having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, ‘| 


Mr. WHEELER reported that the Committee of || sufficient to maintain their skilled labor against 


the Whoie on the state of the Union having, 
according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House 


bill No. 1068, to amend existing laws relating © 
to the duty on imports, and for other purposes, | 


and finding itself without a quorum, he had, 
under the rule, caused the roll to be. called, 


and now reported the names of the absentees |: 


to the House, in order that they may be entered 
upon the Journal. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. A quoram 


having answered to their names, the only thing |' 
i| in order is for the committee to resume its ses- | 


sion. 
The committee then resumed its: session, 


i} Mr. Waeecer in the chair. 
The tellers, Mr. Cox © 
and Mr. Hoar, will please resume their places. | 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The question is on the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Hoar, ] which the Clerk will again report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Before the word “on” in line three hundred and 
ninety-one insert the following: 

On machine-card clothing and hand cards, whether 
of iron, steel, or brass wire, stuck in leather, cloth, 
rubber, or paper, or however manufactured, 50 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


The committee again divided ; and the tellers 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Chair- | 


man I desire to amend that amendment. 
move to strike out ‘50 per cent,” and insert 
‘* 86 per cent.,”’ which is a rise of 1 per cent. 
on the existing duty. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inform 
the gentleman from New York that itis not in 
order to amend an amendment which has just 
been agreed to by the committee. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Then I move 
to strike it out. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman cannot 
move to strike out what has just been inserted. 

Mr. BROOKS, of ‘New York. Is it not 
amendable in any form? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is amendable by 
addition only. The entire paragraph is still 
under consideration. ` 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move, then, 
to add to the amendment the following words: 

Provided, That the patents under which these 
machine cards are manufactured shall be surrendered 
to the Government. : 

Now, Mr. Chairman, these gentlemen who 
have those machines in Worcester——— | 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I beg to 
inform the gentleman that there are no patents. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Then there will 
be nothing to be surrendered. 


and the gentleman from Massachusetts is better 
informed, the public can hereafter judge be- 
tween us. 
invention when adopted by our Yankee fellow- 
countrymen would be left unpatented. 

Mr. MAYNARD. What does the gentleman 
propose that the Government shall do? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I decline to 
yieldtofurtherinterruptions. Thisisan increase 


Tam informed | 
that there are patents, and if Iam misinformed | 


It ig not likely that an ingenious || 


of duty for the benefit of a particular manu- ; 
facturer, without the authority of the Commit- : 
tee of Ways and Means, and against the report | 


of the Committee of Ways and .Means, from 
35 to 50 per cent. ad valorem. It is a bounty 
to all intents and purposes for that special 
business, and if it is carried it is carried into 
the position in which the ayes and noes can be 
obtained upon itin this House. It isan enorm- 


and inserted in a strange and' very anomalous 
place. - 

The gentlemen from Massachusetts tell us 
that their skilled labor requires to be protected. 
| Why! our Yankee countrymen must have 
menig degenerated since tbe time when I left 
i New England, if the brain, ingenuity, capital, 
‘and education of New England are not amply 


ous bounty created with little or no discussion 
| 
i 


‘ all the skilled labor of the world. I have no 
doubt that. this machinery now in question is 
' the best kind and the best form of such ma- 
: chinery on earth, and that these people are 


| now profitably making these very cards at 35 
‘| per cent. ad valorem, though they are asking 
_for 50 per cent. This bounty for skilled labor 
is a mere pretext to cover what is against the 
interests of people who are as intellectual and 
: as cultivated as the people of New England 

are. Thisis:a mere device to obtain a higher, 
i, {will not say protection, but a higher bounty 
from the Government. That is what it means, 
| and all that it means. And I say that if we 

begin to yield to every little manufacturer that 
:; comes here and demands an additional bounty 
for a manufacture in which perhaps some 100 
people are engaged, and if we tax 40,000,000 
; consumers for the benefit of this manuiac- 
| turer, employing some hundred hands, we 
| might as well at once throw. this bill out of 
sight, out at the front door of the House of 
Representatives, and tell every lit‘le manufac- 
turer who is here, or who may come here, to 
write down what he wants, and we will bring 
| it into the House of Representatives and pass 
|| it. I cannot conceive a more indefensible 
proposition than that which has just been 
offered, and which, to my utter amazement, 
has passed by a majority of seven, although in 
a thin House. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. I wish to ask the gen- 


I i| tleman whether the duty is not already pro- 


: hibitory—whether any of these articles are now 
imported, as the duty stands? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I cannot 
answer the gentleman. Probably the fact is 
as he indicates. It may be that these gentle- 
men regulate the prices in such a manner as 
just to keep the foreigner out, and will put up 
| the prices when they have a monopoly of the 

market by the duty being put at a rate which 
is entirely prohibitory. 

‘Mr. HOAR. I am not surprised that the 
amendment just adopted by the committee 
seems to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Brooxs] peculiarly offensive. This is not a 
proposition to encourage the bringing over to 
this country or the establishment in this coun- 
i try of manufactories of fraudulent voters. 

Mr. RANDALL. I rise to a point of order, 


ijd submit that thé manufacture of votes has 
i nothing to do with the proposition now under 


consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 
well taken. 

Mr. HOAR. That is precisely what I was 
intending to say. This is a proposition which 
will enable the employers of the skilled: labor- 
ers of this country to continue to pay their 
skilled workmen, who spend four years in 
| Mastering the process, wages of $4 à day; 
| or $1,200 a year, and to prevent their being 
stricken down by & nation which pays its 


|, skilled laborers in the same business one third 


‘or one fourth part the same wages. It is not 


|, because the labor or. the inventive genius of 


this country cannot compete in skill or in pro- 
duction with that of any other. It is because 


|; in this country we have institutions which will 


not tolerate the keeping of men of skill and 
brain enough necessary for the manuiactures 
of this class to starvation wages; and the 
proposition of the gentleman from New York, 
‘if it succeeds in defeating the amendment 


- which bas just been adopted, will have the 


i 
i 
i 


' effect to do what has been done already within 
i the last year, compel a large number of these 
, Manufacturers to close their shops and dis- 
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charge their workmen, and render the time 
which the working man has spent in mastering 
this difficult and complicated process lost to 
him, and throw a large number of workmen 


out of employment where their wages are pro- | 


portioned to their skill, and bring them into a 
class of ordinary laborers who are merely paid 
for the muscular work which they perform. 


But, sir, of course this amendment is not | 
intended seriously. There are no patents that | 
anybody in this House knows of. The amend- | 
ment provides that the patents shall be sur- 
rendered to the Government. He does not _ 


undertake to say that American patents exist 
protecting this manufacture. If they are Eng- 


lish patents the proviso would not be very likely © 
to be effectual. What the Government is to do | 
with them, whether it is expected that the | 
manufacture of machine-card clothing will be | 
attached to the Printing Bureau, the gentleman ` 
from New York does not inform us. I suppose |: 


that after my amendment has been adopted it is 
unnecessary to take up further time in opposing 
a proposition like this. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move to amend the 
amendment by adding to it the words: 


Provided, That there shall be a record made of it — 


in the Patent Office. 


I offer that amendment for the purpose of . 


replying to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Hoar] in some things that he has said. 
‘The gentleman’s anxiety, as wauld appear from 
his speech, is to protect or to preserve and 
utilize the skilled labor of the country. Now, 
I would do anything that the gentleman would 
to advance the interests of skilled laborers. I 
am in favor of the laborer; but this method of 
reaching him, this method of providing for 
him, I am centainly opposed to. 
man would protect the employer in order that 
he may continue to employ his laborers. We 
ought to protect the Jaborers in a more direct 
manner. In general, the employer isthe robber 


of the laborer, and this, in my judgment, is li af chief valne;” so that the paragraph will 


i read: 


simply a bounty to the employer to oppress 
the laborer more and more. . 

Mr. SCHENCK. 1 rise to a question of: 
order. An amendment was offered by the 


gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Hoar, ] | 


which wasadopted. Thegentleman from New 
adding to what had been adopted a provision 
for the surrender of the patents to the Govern- 
ment; but he argued against the amendment 


already adopted. The gentleman from Mas: | 


sachusetts | Mr. Hoar] replied, and now the 


discussion is going on upon the merits of aa | 


amendment which has been adopted. I make 
the point of order that gentlemen must confine 


themselves to the reasons why the pending |! ; ) 
ui j 8i agraph now reads it is, ‘‘ unless it shall be a 


amendment should be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN... The gentleman from 
Wisconsin is aware of the rule and will proceed 
in order. poi 


patents are so valuable that you ought to give 
no bounty at all. I am told by gentlemen 


laborers whom. it is proposed to preserve in 


employment ought to have protection directly | 


instead of having it go through the bands of © else than metal, and confine it to those ma- 


' chines of which some metal shall be'a chief | 


the tyrants who would oppress them as well as 


oppress the people of the West. J insist that | 


if we would protect skilled labor we should do 


it directly. Let us make provision for skilled | 


laborers: and give them bounties, if you will, 


provide a school for them, as suggested by the : 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox;} add ` 


another department at West Point and sead 


them there at the public expense; but do not | 
put the money you would give to them into’. 


the hands of the employer, so that he may 
farther oppress them. ‘hat is all I desire to 


say. 
Mir. SCHENCK. Iriseto oppose the amend- 


ment, and haviag made all the speech I want, | 
|| The neat paragraph was read, as follows: 
The amendment of Mr. Expripes to the || 


I will take my seat. ; 


The gentle- 


ametidmeént of Mr. Brooks, of New York, was 
not agreed to, | 
The amendment of Mr. Brooks, of New 
| York, was not agreed to. 


| Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I now move, 


i in order to meet the argument of the gentle- 


man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar,] to add 
to his proposition the following : 


Provided, That the workmen in all these factories 
shall have $1 per day in addition to their existing 
pay. 


The object of my amendment is simply this; 


we give these manufactures an enormous | 


bounty—— 
Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a question of 


order. 


. The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state || The | y 
| York [Mr. Brooxs } inquires the object of this 


r. BROOKS, of New York. I mean to | cI ; 
‘| was made to itin committee ; perhaps there was. 
i The Committee-of Ways and Means find that 


his poiat of order. > 


be in order. 
: Mr. SCHENCK. My point of order is, that 


tariff bill; that it is not in order in a tariff bill 


; workmen in this country. 


The CHAIRMAN, ‘The point of arder is | 
well taken. : 


Mr. SCHENCK. I am instructed by the 
amend the pending paragraph by striking out 
the words ‘‘ included, embraced, or enumerate 
in this act,’ and inserting in lieu thereof 


t‘ otherwise provided for,’’so that that portion | 


of the paragraph will read, ‘‘On.iron of any 
size or description, not otherwise provided for, 
1 cent per pound,’ Èc. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK. 
Committee of Ways and Means to move to 
further amend this paragraph hy striking out 
the words ‘ materials than iron,” and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof the words ‘‘ metal, or of 
which other metal shall be a component part 


On, iron of any sige or description, not otherwise 
provided for, Leent per pound: Provided, That iron 
in any form or desoription, charged with a duty under 
| this act, shall not be changed from its classification 
i because of any partial or complete manufacture iato 


|i any article not designated, unless it shall be a part 


York [Mr. Brooxs] proposed to amend by | 


ofsome finished manufacture, composed in chief part 
of other metal, or of which other metal shall be a 


: component part of ciief value. 


I would like to have some |! be again read. 


Mr. ALLISON. 


explanation of this amendment. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I thought the gentleman | 


from Iowa [ Mr. ALiasoy] and myself and all 


| the rest of the members, of the Committee. of | 
| Ways and Means had agreed to this, amend- | 
| 


ment and understood. it perfectly. As the par- 


part of some finished manufacture, composer 


in chief part of other materials than: iron.” | 
| We propose to make it read: 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. ‘Chairman, these |: 


component part. ; 
Theamendment was agreed to. 


_ The next paragraph was read, as follows: 


less than No. 9 wire gauge, 5 cents per pound. 


Mr. SCHENCK. The Committee of Ways | 
‘and Means have instructed me to move to | 
: strike out this paragraph, leaving the tariff as |. 
i It is. 


The motion to strike out was agreed to. 


On wrought-iron washers, nuts, bolts, or rivets 


: know the object of this amendment. 


i the proposed, amendment is not germane to 4 


to undertake to regulate the wages of the . 


I am instructed by the | 


wholly or partially finished, of all. descriptions 
punched or unpunched, 3 cents. per pound. i 

Mr. SCHENCK, The Committee of Ways 
and Means have instructed me to move to 
amend this paragraph go as to make the duty 
24 cents per pound. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENOK. I have been instructed to 
move to insert after this paragraph the follow- 
ing: ; : 

On wrought-iron hinges, weighing not more than 


two pounds to the dozen pair, 25 per cent. ad valorem 
in addition to the present duty. 


‘Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I want to 
This ig 

the first I ever heard of it. 
Mr.SCHENCK. The gentleman from New 


amendment. I am not aware that any objection 


there are hinges made of which a dozen pairs 
very often will not weigh more than a pound, 
or two pounds, or three pounds. And they 
propose that in the case of those that weigh 
less than two pounds per dozen pairs, instead 


' of being subjected to a tariff of 2} cents per 
| pound, operating as hardly any duty upon 


Committee of Ways and Means to move to | them, that there shall be an ad valorem duty. 


Take the case of hinges a dozen patrs of which 


d . weigh only a pound, ‘a tariffof 23 cents on the 


whole dozen puirs'is in very inadequate pro- 
portion in any respect whatever to their value. 
There was no proposition made: to increase 
generally the tariff on hinges, but only to pro- 
vide for the case of those which are so small 
that the duty at so much per pound, without 
an ad valorem rate, amounts to no tariff at all. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Here is an 


| additional rise of 25 per cent. ad valorem on 


the smaller classes of hinges. : Whenever the 
protectionists or bounty meu desire it for their 
own purposes they ‘go for an ad valorem duty ; 
bat when that does not suit their purposes they 
denounce the system of ad valorem duties. In 
this case an ad valorem duty is put forward as 


SOAS 


g 


a part of necessary protection. Atother times ` 


we are told that specific duties are necessary. 
In this case a specific duty is changed into an 
ad valorem. I only wish to call attention to 
the fact that here is another increase of duty 
as we go along. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Task that the amendment 

lt is in itself a sufficient argu- 

ment in reply to the gentleman. è ; 

The amendment was again read.. ; 

On agreeing to the amendment, there were— 
ayes 45, noes 32; no quoram voting. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Hoover, of 
Massachusetts, and Mr. Brooks, of New York, 
were appointed. = > ; wan 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 


|| ers reported—ayes 69, noes 46. 
Unless it shall be a partef.pome finishe errr Se the amendment was-agreed to. 
: facture, composed in chief partaf other metal, or o 
Which other metalshall ba acomponent patt of chie 
‘value. - : a DEUE? 

who understand -this subject that they are the |. 


best.in the world, and | insist that the skilled | 


The Clerk read as follows: 
On wrought-iron washers, bolts, or rivets, wholly 


R i . rae . `} or partially finished, of all désdriptions, punched or 
The object’ of the amendment is; that this - 
_ paragraph shall-not apply to’ cases where there 
' may be a machine, a great deal of which may 
be composed of wood, leather, or something || i m 
: amend the paragraph last read by striking out 
| $3"! and inserting “‘ 2}, so as to make the 
© duty 2} cents per pound. A duty of 3 cents per 
. | pound onthese arti¢lesistoohigh. These tubes, 
: | the House wiibremom ber ore Maat eae ethes 
| .gas-pipes-and water- pipes are made of. ey 
On chains, trace chains, halter chains, and fence ; gas pipes and pp 
chains, made of wire or rods not less than three ; 
' eighths of an inch in diameter, 2} cents per pound; 
|; legs than three eighths of ap inch in diameter, and 
` not less than No, 9 wire gauge, 3 


unpunched, 3 cents per pound, 
.. On wrought-iron welded pines, tubas, and flucs, of 


| all descriptions, 3 cents per pound. 


Mr. BROOKS, of. New. York.. I move to 


are largely in use, and will continue to be, in 


_all parts of the United States. I submit a cal- 


' culation upon this subject: 
cents per pound; | 


Wrought-iron Flues. Total 


Ad valorem, protection. 
‘ Per cent. ° Per cent. 
Duty 2 cents per pound: Ni 
n 2-inc i 4 2-100 75 59-100 
: On 2i . 5231-100 $4 55-140 
© On 3-inch flues...... 1. 52.14-100 84 67-100 
On 3$-inch flucs..ic....--eee 53 71-109 85 35-100 


. Average ad valorem,.50 54-100 per cent. 
Average total protection, 82 54-100 per cent. 


1870. 
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2 und: . : - 
Daty 2i cents per pound: ss ogad 8661-100 
On 2h inch flues... 65 37-100 97 52-100 
On 3-inch thues...... se 65 32-100 338 13-100 k 
On Sh-iach Bues... -nsss DS 91-100 JUL G7-100 


63 65-100 per cent. 


i valorem, j 
Average ad ta 95 98-100 per cent. 


‘Average t tal protection, 
Duty 3 cents per pound: 


Dineh Hues... 66 3-100 97 61-100 
on Siuineh fues. TS 35-100 100 63-100 
On 3-inch flues... < 13 44-100 n 23-100 
Un 3}-inch flues. ... 82 72-100 115 40-100 


verege ad valorem, 76 38-100 per cent. 

Aene total protection, 108 23-100. 

‘Ali the above caleulations based on gold at 15 per 
cent. premium., 

Now, I put it to the House that upon an 
article entering so largely into human con- 
sumption as tubes and flues, a duty of 8 cents 
a pound is enormous. I hold in my hand a 
long remonstrance upon this subject from the 
boiler makers of the country, They say: 

“The action of your committee in fixing tho duty 
at 3cente per pound on tubes and flues is an increase 
of about 10 per cent. on the cost of tues on the other 
aide, the present duty being 2} cents per pound on 
flues, and 3} cents per pound on tubes, The appar- 
ent reduction of one half cent per pound on tubes 
still leaves the duty on this article ‘prehibitory’ 
while the advance of one half cent per pound on 
flues, in addition to the present excessive duty, we 
regard as very detrimental toour interests. Togive 

ou an idea of how important an item the flues are 
ine boiler, we annex a memorandum taken from our 
books of several land and marine boilers constructed 


by us, namely: 
One horizontal boiler: 
Cost of boiler irOM........scceeceecsccseresseeeceeesses $311 64 
Cost of lap-welded boiler flues.............000 585 65 
Two horizontal boilers: 
Cost of boiler iron............080 TE wanececveses 592 39 
Cost of lap- welded boiler flues....... jeans 744 00 
One horisontal boiler: $ 
Cost of boiler iTON..sssasgosseserset v 117 42 
Cost of lap-welded boiler flues 119 09 
Two hdrizontal boilers? 
Cost Of boilor PON ..i.cectsccssecteseeatssesseccaesieee 630 08 
, Cost of lap-welded boiler Mues....ccenes . 864 00 
Two marine boilers: 
Cost Of boiler iTON,...,. ese. reereees E 11,500 00 
Cost of lap- welded boiler flues.........-..000« 3,500 00 
One marine boiler: 
Cost of boiler irOry......0.ceccccerseeecee csaeeeere . 4,050 00 
Costof lap-welded boiler flues...........--...0+ 1,285 00 


“In six ‘stationary ’ boilers hore énumerated, em- 
ployed for manufacturing and mechanical Purposes, 
it will be seen that the cost of the lap-welded 
flues exceeds the cost of the iron by nearly 50 per 
cent., while in ‘marine boilers’ the proportionate cost 
is very much less; but it must be remembered that 


oiler | 


where one ‘marine’ boiler is built there are at least | 


one hundred ‘stationary’ or ‘land’ boilers con- 


structed. And when it is remembered that this is | 
the ‘age of steam,’ that no mechanical or manufac- | 


turing pursuit of any magnitude can be carried on || 
Without its aid; the tribate which the nation pays to | 


support the three manufacturers of tap-welded boiler , 
fluc: in Pennsylvania and the onein Massachusetts, | 


(the latter but just start 


|.) must appear toany one | 


who will take time to reflect upon it as excessive j 


beyond all reason or propriet, 


“It is true that lap-welded boiler flues are not used 


in all boilers; but the principal reason they are not | 


is their high cost, owing to the enormous duty levied 
upon them. They are, as every one atall conversant 
with the subject knows, much more economical in 
space and fuel and capable of sustaining = much 
greater pressure of steam by reason of the increased 
strength imparted by the flues acting as so many 
braces or stays.” 

Now, in behalf of the boiler-makers through- 
out all partsof the country, in behalf of those 
who use steam, gas, and water-pipes, I hope 
this daty will be reduced to 24 cents per pound. 
Three cents per pound is an enormous duty. 
There are but three establishments in the Uni- 
ted States that now manufacture these articles: 
two of them are in the State of Pennsylvania, 
and one in Boston. They so manage their 
business that whenever the foreign manufac- 
ture comes into competition with them they 
lower their prices, and when they have driven. 
out the foreign article they raise their price. 
Thus the monopoly is secured to these three 
manufacturing establishments. This dety is 
Wholly or mainly for their benefit, not for the 
Tevenue; it is largely prohibitory. It isaduty 
ate ought not to be sanctioned by the 

e. . . 
ou r. KELLEY. The gentleman from New 
k ork [Mr. Brooxs] hag been most egregiously 
deceived by his informant. He says there are 
In the country only three establishments manu- 
acturiug these pipes and tubes. There are two 
cael establishmentsin my district, and another 
mmediately on the berdersof it. There isan 


| 


immense establishment in the district of my 
colleague from Reading, [Mr. Gerz.] There 
are twenty such establishments in my State 


‘| York and all over New England. 


i 
i 


`: ers, and none of them could give us the means 


‘The law was originally 24 cents an both. It was 


| thousand dollars in gold decision was , ‘ ; 
j Miousand dolars sn: Cold the: Geciniou was ' turer and showed him the specimens now on 


i the desk of my colleague [Mr. Kguisy] he 


' flues and 3%} cents on tubes, I have before me 


The bill proposes a reduction in the duty. 


alone.. There are such establish ments in. New | 
| 
i 
At present the duty is 2} cents per pound on ' 


‘| 


‘whole nests of them. Thecommittee had before — 
~ them importers, manufacturers, and consum- 


of distinguishing between a tube and a flue. 


increased to 8} cents under the name of tubes 
only. After that weimported no tubes, although 
we imported more of the, same article which 
had come in as tubes. They eere shipped as 
flues. And this important thing has happened, 
that the representative of Krupp, the great 
German manufacturer of steel and iron, ap- 
pealed to the Committee of Ways and Means 
to make both bear the same duty, in order that 
his concern might deal with American con- 
sumers. He stated to the committee through 
its chairman that they could send their goods 
into London and sell them, but conid not sell 
them in the United States, by reason of the 
fact that the British houses shipped them all 
as flues and swore them through the custom- 
houses. Every article before me to-day is 
paying 34 cents per pound, and there aretwenty 
varieties. The Secretary of the Treasury was 
deceived into deciding that part of them were 
flues and part of them tubes; but after the 
Treasury had paid back nearly one hundred 


: reversed. 


The bill is not as the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooks] represents, a bill to in-.' 
crease the duty, but to decrease the duty from 


i 84 to 3 cents per pound: No living man can: 
' distinguish between those two articles as to.: 
‘| whether one is a tube and the other @ flue. | 
i They are made of the same kind of iron, made 


by the same process, and used for the same 
purpose. If imported from Germany, they are | 
tubes. - If made in New York, they are tubes. 
If imported from England, they are sworn to 
be flues, as partofthe English commercial sys- | 
tem.. So that to adopt the gentlemen’samend-: 'i 
ment is to give England a. monopoly of her | 
market against the American and continental | 
producer. I have heard a good deal about 

monopolies———_. is o ` 

A Memsenr. ` Is there no difference between 
tubes and fuas? . . 

Mr. KELLEY. There isno difference. We- 
had manufacturers, consumers, and importers 
before us; and no man of them could assign 
any difference between them. . At the custom: 
house the sole difference is as to whether they 
are made in England or elsewhere. If made 
in England they pay 2} cents per pound. If 
made in. Belgium or Prussia they pay 83 cents. 
The result is that the Belgium or Prussian 


' tubesatanother, T 


Senate, by Mr. Hakim, one of its clerks, noti- 
fying the House that that body agreed to the 
amendment of the House to a bill (S. No. 684) 
to change the time of holding the circuit and 
district courts of the United States for the 
district of Wisconsin. 


THE TARIFF. 


The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The difficulty began when 
we distinguished them into tubes and flues. 
Unfortunately one day, in legislating on this 
subject, flues were put at one rate of duty and 

he duty had been formerly, 
by the act of 1842, on tubes 5 cents per pound. 


` By subsequent legislation the rates went up and 


down, being sometimes specific and sometimes 
ad valorem. In 1865 the rate was 2} cents, 
but by the act of 8d March, 1865, the duty was 
raised to 34 cents on tubes, which were con- 
strued to mean flues also.. Finally, flues and 
tubes were distinguished from each. other, at 
the rates at which they stand in the existing 
law, flues being put at 24 cents per pound 
and tubes at 33 cents, because it was claimed 
that there was a distinction between them, 
one being for water pipes and purposes of 
that kind, and the other for lighter uses. As 
soon as the articles were distinguished as 
flues and tubes, the manufacturers discovered 
that they were all tubes and ought to pay 3} 
cents per pound, while the importers discov- 
ered that they were ali flues, and ought to pay 
only 24 cents. And this ridiculous difference 
went so far with reference to those articles, that 
on one occasion, when we called ina mannfac- 


‘ pronounced them tubes, and when immediately 
' afterward we called in an importer, he looked 


; ation that that was no rule. 
| the conclusion that we would take the duty on 


roducer is driven out of our markets. This 


mittee to close the door on massive frauds and | 


reduce the duty on aleading article from 3} to 
3 cents. : 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to say that I | 
hope the amendment will not prevail. i 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. | 

-Mr. SCHENCK. I propose to make it 3} . 

centa for the purpose of making an explanation. 
There was a time when this word flues was not 
used in reference to all these articles. They 
were all considered tubes, as they are really so 
in one sense as the generic term. They began 
to be made to a considerable extent in this 
country, and as the gentleman has represented, 
a better class of tubes, thicker, of welded iron,’ 
not riveted. i 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


`The committee informally rose; and Mr. 
ScorrELp having taken the chair as Speaker 
pro tempore, a message was received from the 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


| 


at them and pronounced them flues. Those 
who wanted them to come:in at 2} cents called 
them flues; those who wanted them to come in 
at 3} cents called them tubes 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Can the gentleman tell 
us what is the difference? i 

Mr. SCHENCK, We spent, some days in 
trying to discover where the difference lay. 
Some said it was in reference to the thickness 


: or weight; but we found that that was no rule. 
; Some said that it depended upon whether they 


were welded or not; but we found on examin- 
And .we came to 


flues at 24 cents and on tubes at 34 cents, and 


: would make one rate, as formerly was the case, 
i and put it at the average between them. That 


is the explanation of. thè 3 cents. per pound. 
The principle value is in the articles of the 
better kind. which are now universally called 
tubes, and not so much in the flues. But we 
have put tubes and flues together, because s0 
long as you permit them to be imported under 
different names at different rates of duty you 
will find that the higher class is sworn down 
into the lower and the invoices will be framed 


ie 
is simply an attempt on the part of the com- |: according'y. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to ask the chair- 
man.of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether he can give the House any information 


| which will enable them to judge which of these 


articles are tubes and which are flues? . oa 
Mr. SCHENCK. I have explained what 
our difficulties were in drawing..a distinction. 


' between them. We had an importer and a 
| manufacturer within one hour before the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means, and the one took 
up one of those articles and pronounced it & 
flue, while the other tonk up the sante article 
and pronounced it a tube. . : 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. And they could not tell 
you what was the difference? . > 7 

Mr. SCHENCK. No, sir. i 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Can the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means tell us? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I do not pretend to know. 


| I do not believe that there is any substantial 


difference. I believe the only difference to be 
that two rates of duty having been made, that 
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whieh will come in at the lowest: rate of duty 
will be called by the name which suits the im- 
orter, and that which is to come in at the 
bisher rate will bear the name which suits the 
manufacturer. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


[ Is. there any difference 
as regards their use? 


Mr. SCHENCK. The parties who came | 
before the committee pretended that there was : 


a distinction in that respect. They told us that 
tubes were for water and gas, and that flues 
were to convey smoke. They differed as to 


whether they were both used for steam or not. ; 


We resorted to the only possible solution of |; 


the difficulty by going back to the old law and `; 


putting them all at the same rate—not the rate ; 
of the old law, but the average of the rates | 


under the existing law, namely, 3 cents per 


pound—sothatthe country should notbe flooded ' 


with either tubes or flues by being brought in 
under the name of flues at the lower rate of 
duty, 2} cents. 

Mr. BROOKS of New York. I hope the 
House will not be confused by this discus- 
sion of the difference between tubes and flues. 
That is not the issue which I make. 
is this: ought or ought not the rate of duty to 


be 2} cents per pound on a heavy article like | 


that? Is not that sufficient protection for any- 
body or everybody? That is the issue I make, 
and not whether the article which I hold in my 
hand isa flue oratube. This article when com- 
pared with the other articles in the list has a 
sufficient protection when the duty is 2} cents 
per pound and not 3 cents, thatis over $67 per 
ton; fora water-pipe or a gas-pipe or any other 
heavy article of thatkind. Isaid that this was 
a bounty to three manufacturers; I was mis- 
taken, there are four; and for this statement 
I have the authority of a boiler-maker in a 
letter before me; and I have in addition to 
that the authority of an importer, who also, I 
think, is well infurmed. 
havethe monopoly of the manufacture of tubes 
and flues are Morrill, Tasker & Co., of Phil- 
adelphia; W. C. Allison, of Philadelphia ; 
the Reading Iron Works, Reading; and the 
National Tube Works, Boston. The three first 
named are the oldest, and succeeded in crushing 
outevery attempt that was made by others to 


engage in the same manufacture till the import- | 


ation of foreign goods commenced. Now, I 
beg the House to remember—and I repeat it 
because it is difficult to gain attention—that 
the question is, whether on heavy articles like 
these a bounty of 23 centsa pdund to four man- 
ufacturers, or twenty, or fifty, ora hundred 
manafacturers’ is not sufficient? ` 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Can the gentleman tell 
us what the ad valorem duty on this article is? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Ican. The 
ad valorem duty at 8 cents per pound on two- 
inch flues is 97,8; per cent.; on two anda 
half inch flues, 106,88, per cent. ; on three-inch 

. flues, 111,88; per cent., and on three and a 

half inch tues it is 11549, per cent. 

Mr. MAYNARD. What is the gentleman 
reading. from? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I should like to know the 
authority. ; 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. : The author- 
ity is the house of Secor & Co., boilerand iron | 
works; and the additional ‘authority is the 
house of Tyng & Co., New York. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Importers, 0 =- 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York.” Mr. Tyng is 
an importer, but not an English one, and nota 
Democrat; he is a son of Rev. Dr. Tyng, of 
New York, anda man whoalways votes against: 
me. I withdraw my amendment that the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] may. renewit. 

Mr. JUDD. I renew the amendment. I 
have listened to this debate in regard to flues 
and tubes in order to be enlightened some- 
what upon the subject. I find that the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
cannot tell me and acknowledges that his com- 
mittee do not understand the difference either 


that whenever a number of articles are coupled 
together in a new classification it always hap- 
pens that some one of the items in the classi- 
fication gets a very high raise in taxation. 
Now, I donot pretend to know anything about 
this matter except so far as it is represented 
to me by my constituents. I have letters and | 
petitions and temonstrances from the boiler- | 
makers in my district, a very large interest, as | 
well as from some of the importers, in which | 
they say, after having read this bill as reported 


i; by the Committee of Ways and Means, that it | 
is an increase in the tariffon these articles, and | 


they desire that that increase be resisted upon | 


this floor. They say it is interfering with avery ` 
`; ought to be cheap, to have an enormous tariff 


important branch of business by taxing it in 
addition to what-the law now imposes. I left 


them to judge how this bill would operate upon |: 


their business by sending them the work of the 
committee in the form of the bill, and their | 
response is that it is an increase of the duty 


on the material which they use in carrying on .. 


` their manufactures. And there is one remark- 


' able circumstance in connection with this thing. 


in use or in manufacture, But I do discover | 


| This is an additional tax upon an immense 


1; One of the earliest petitions that I received 
The issue | 


from my city recommended a support of this 


: billand was signed by a large number of manu- ` 


facturers. Within three days after that time, - 


and after I had sent them the bill, some of ;; 
those very same manufacturers sent me a spe- ' 


cial request in regard to flues and tubes and 
pipes, saying that they had not understood it 


when they signed the main petition, but that i 
the bill as framed did increase the duty. 7 


I concur with the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Brooxs] that if this rate of duty, as it 
stood before, at 2} cents per pound, was not 
high enough, then the rates of duties fixed upon 
other articles are certainly not high enough. | 


branch of business in the city that: I represent, 


; and I hope that this committee will adopt the |: 
These four who now | 


amendment of the gentleman from New York, 


tion that the people understand, and under | 
which the importers and users of tubes knew 
precisely what they were doing when they dealt 
in the article. ate 


Mr. MAYNARD. I would call the atten- |, 


tion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] 
and of my colleague on the committee from 
New York [Mr. Brooxs] to the reports from 
the Treasury Department. ‘These statistics 
come from the custom-houses. They are re-. 
corded facts that we must accept as the basis 
of our action. These reports that come to us 


from, I will not say Tom, Dick, and Harry, | 


but from. interested parties, importers, manu- 
facturers,:or others, who present ex parte state- 
ments here, must always be taken with a cer- 
tain amount of allowance; but statements of 
this character are entitled to a higher degree: 
of consideration. Now, what do we find in 
this Treasury report? The rate of duty on 
wrought steam, gas, and water tubes and flues 
is now 34 cents per pound; the average price 
per pound at which those articles are imported | 


is 6} cents per pound, making the duty 54} per; 


cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Permit mea: 


moment right here. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Notnow. We propose that | 
the duty shall be reduced from 3} cents per 
pound to 3 cents per pound, whieh will reduce 
the ad valorem duty to very nearly 48 per cent., ; 
between 47 and 48 per cent. if I am not mis- ; 
taken in my calculations. Now, with that state- ` 
ment, I submit whether it is right or fair on the | 
part of my colleague on the committee, [Mr. | 
Brooxs,] or whether it is intelligent on the | 
part of my friend from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] to | 
charge that we are increasing the present rate | 
of duty. Now, | submit that we are not doing : 
any such thing, but on the contrary we are pro- | 
posing to reduce the tariff. | 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
explain that Treasury statement. 
discrepancy between my statement and the 


I want to, 
There is no : 


are correct. Here are tubes and flues of al] 
sorts and sizes; I hold in my hand three differ- 
ent sizes of very different values. The state- 
ment of the Treasury is the average ad valorem 
duty. Onesize of these tubes costs a great deal 
morethan the others. Whatthe Treasury stateg 
is the average; what I state is exactly what | 
did state, and both are true. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Does the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Brooxs] think he is candid in 
making his argument here upon the very cheap- 
est tubes per pound, and then holding this 
paragraph forth as an increase of duty? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. So much the 
worse, then, for water and gas pipes, which 


imposed upon them. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is it not manifest 
that the relative duty upon this article would 
be more or less in proportion to thickness or 
weight? 

Mr. MAYNARD. The ad valorem duty 
would be greater or less according to the valua 
per pound or per foot. Of course that value 
will depend upon the quality of the iron and 
other elements that enter into the manufacture 
of the article. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Therefore the ad 
valorem is not a deciding affair. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It always operates in 
that way in case of specific duties. As has 


' been remarked by the chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means [Mr. Scuencx] in 
the course of this debate, if an ad valorem 


. duty can be fairly assessed and collected that 


` have stated. 


would be the more proper way to impose duties. 


But experience has taught that the ad valorem 
system of duty is open to the perpetration of 
great frauds, and therefore we have been forced 


‘| to adopt specific duties. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Would not 3 cents 
per pound be a very high rate of ad valorem 


: duty on thick, heavy tubes? 
leaving the tax where it is, under a classifica- | 


Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman can judge 
for himself. The average price of this article 
of tubes and flues is 6} cents per pound, as I 


[Here the hammer fell. J 

Mr. JUDD. Iwill withdraw my amend- 
ment to the amendment, and move another 
amendment to make the duty 2} cents per 
pound. The argumentof the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Maywarp], based upon the 
reports of the Treasury Department, 1t seems 


| to me has been sufficiently answered by the 


gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Brooks, } that 
itis a general average made by the Treasury 
upon all classes of tubes; but I desire to say 
to the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Mary- 
NARD] that the authority which I quoted as 
giving me the price, and the change that this 
tariff would make in their business, are as re- 
liable persons as any gentlemen in the country. 
The bill as reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means was laid before them; they took 
the language of the bill, and then wrote me in 
reply to it that it would increase the tariff upon 
the articles that they used in their business. 

Mr. MAYNARD. - Does not the gentleman 
see by the bill itself that we propose to reduce 
the duty from 3} cents per pound to 3 cents 
per pound? 

Mr. JUDD. It is sufficient for my purpose 
that here are gentlemen engaged in the use of 
an article, skilled in every direction, whose 
business calls upon them to know and act upon 
what they are doing. And they write to me, 
not a8 experts preparing laws, not as commit- 


| tees creating new classifications, but as men 


engaged in the actual use of the material, that 
the classification made by the committee an 
the words used in the bill would increase the 
tariff upon the articles used in their trade. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman let me 


‘| make a suggestion? Atthat time the old ruling 


of the Treasury Department was in force, and 
these articles were coming in, under the title 


| of flues, at 2} cents per pound. Since then that, 


4 
statement from the Treasury. Both statements | ruling hag been reversed, and they are now 
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ming in at 34 cents, While the first ralin 
a in force the rate proposed in the bill would 
have been an increase, but now itisa reduction. 

Mr. JUDD. Allow me to state that instead 
of its being a fact that the writers of these let- 
ters have been misled by the change of practice 
in the Treasury Department, they give the ex- 
act figures which the article costs them under 
the present tariff. They do not refer to any 
change in the action of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. Giving the cost of the article as they 


are using it under the existing law, they say — 


that the proposition of the committee operates 
upon them and upon all the consumers of this 
country as an increase. Now, we do not want 
any of the speculations or fancied arguments 
based upon combinations. 
ing us in the face; and I submit to the com- 
mittee that on an article of such general con- 
sumption as tubes and flues the percentage of 


duty now in force is a sufficient protection for |: 


all practical purposes. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, itis pretty 
hard to be held responsible, not merely for our 
own ignorance, but for that of others: The 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] says that 
we cannot give the information desired. Well, 
I gave at least this information: that the diffi- 


culty in determining whether these articles are | 
either flues or tubes, under a construction which- 


was formerly put upon the law, is a difficulty 
among the makers and importers themselves; 
and we are hardly to be expected to know 
more than they do. 

Let me give the history of this matter: 
Prior to 1865 there was a tariff upon tubes and 
flues which had been varying from 5 cents a 
pound until it came to be 24 cents per pound 
by the act of 1864. On the 3d day of March, 
1865, an act was passed, the second section of 


which provided that from and after its passage . 
an additional duty of 1 cent per pound should | 


be imposed on various articles mentioned, 


among which were ‘wrought-iron tubes.” , 
The law as it had previously existed did not, 


make any distinction between tubes and flues ; 


they all paid a duty of 2} cents per pound ; bat | 


when the aet of 1865 went into force imposing 
an additional daty of 1 cent per pound on 


wrought iron tubes, which term the law-makers | 


appear to have understood as embracing the 
whole class, it was claimed that as the word 
“flues” was omitted they remained at the old 
duty of 2} cents per pound; and after that 
nothing was imported but flues. ‘The very 
same things that had previously come in as 
flues or tubes indifferently were suddenly con- 
verted and came in only as flues. 

The committee in their examination of this 
subject had before them within the same hour 
a manufacturer and importer ; they both exam- 
ined the same article—that which is now upon 
the desk of my colleague on the committee, 
(Mr. KELLEY, } and one of them said it was a 
tube, while the other said it was a flue; and 
neither could give the committee any satisfac- 
tory explanation why it should be called either 
a tube ora flue. The fact is the whole diffi- 


culty arose from having taken away the uniform | 


duty upon tubes and flues, putting an increased 
duty on tubes alone. The Treasury Depart- 
ment has finally settled that difficulty by decid- 
ing that the word ‘‘tubes’’ in the law of 1865 
includes both tubes and flues; that it is a gen- 


eric term, so that now they all come in at 3$ | 


cents per pound ; which seems to have been the 
Intention of the law-makers. We now propose 
to sweep away all differences between tubes 
and flues, putting them all in, not at the pres- 
ent rate of 84 cents per pound, but at 3 cents, 
which is half way between what the duty is 


claimed to beon oneside and what itis claimed | 


to be on the other. If gentlemen leave the 
Present law in force they continue the duty 
of 34 cents per pound on all these articles, 
according to the latest construction of the 

reasury Department. 
adopted, it imposes a uniform duty of 3 cents 
Per ponud, half a cent lower than is now paid. 


Here is a fact star- . 


If the amendment be | 


ment is exhausted. 

The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Brooks, of New York. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 
88, noes 50; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rula,-erdered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Brooks, of New 
York, and Mr. KELLEY. 


, The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- 
| 
| 


The committee again divided; and the tell- | 
. granting lands to aid in the construction of a 


ers reported—ayes 54, noes 61. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


On tinned iron, known as tin plates, and on iron 
or tin plates galvanized, and on iron coated with 
sinc or any other metal, 2: cents per pound. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I moveinline fourhundred 
- and ten to strike out the words ‘‘ tinned iron, 


to the Indiana yearly meeting of the Society of 
Friends for a certain tract of land in the Shaw- 
nee reservation ; 

An act (S. No. 484) for the relief of Helen 
M. Stansbury, widow of Major Howard Stans- 
bury, deceased ; 

An act (S. No. 616) to repeal certain sections 
of acts passed by the territorial Legislature of 
Wyoming; 

An act (S. No. 638) amendatory of an act 


railroad and telegraph line from the Central 
Pacific railroad, in California, to Portland, in 


` Oregon, approved July 25, 1866; and 


An act (S. No. 789) to authorize the proper 


- accounting officers of the Treasury to settle and 
‘ elose the account of Hinton Rowan Helper. 


known as tin plates, and on,” so it will read | 


tton iron or tin plates galvanized,” &c. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Chairman, I am 
glad to see this returning sense of justice. I 
can, however, scarcely form an opinion as to 
how it is the gentleman himself should make 
this amendment. I suppose it is because of 
the clamor made in the country on this ques- 


i tion. I do not know precisely what the effect . 


of the gentleman’s amendment may be. But 
|| it is gratifying always to see the gentleman 


the Committee of Ways and Means itself will 


sometimes give heed to the voice that comes | 


up from among the people. 
Here is a proposition to tax an article which 
ii enters into the use of almost every family in 
' the land, and which the committee proposed 
‘| to tax at the rate of 2} cents per pound. Why 
i| did the Committee of Ways and Means report 
|i this tax and now ask that it be stricken out? 


i| Why did they seek to tax an article entering 
' so generally into use among the 
i| of the country as this? I wish the gentleman 
| from Ohio, when he proposes an amendment 
i| of this kind, to give us some idea of the prin- 
ciple on which it is founded. When the com- 
| mittee report a clause, and then come in after- 


have the reason for the change. We supposed 
il after the committee had traveled all over 


they had come to their conclusions upon jast 
and proper grounds. We could not believe 
that they had formed their opinions capri- 
ciously. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose, and Mr. 
ScorixLp having taken the chair as Speaker 
|| pro tempore, a message was received from the 
Senate, by Mr. Gorwaw, its Secretary, notify- 
ing the House that that body insisted upon 
its amendments, disagreed to by the House, 
to the bill (H. R. No. 1084) to incorporate 
the Washington Market Company, agreed to 
the conference asked by the House on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and 
had appointed Mr. Morriti, of Vermont, 
Mr. Hamuix, and Mr. STOCKTON as conferees 
on its part. 

The message further announced that the 


following titles, without amendment: 

An act (H. R. No. 869) to authorize the issu- 
ing of a certificate of registry or enrollment to 
the schooners Zenos Snow and Patriot; - 
i| An act (H. R. No. 1611) for the relief of 
Friend A. Brainard ; and 

An act (H. R. No. 1912) to extend the time 
within which persons elected to office may 
take the oath of office prescribed in an act en- 
titled ‘An act to admit the State of Texas 
to representation in the Congress of the United 
States,” approved March 80, 1870. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed a joint resolution and bills 
of the followingtitles; in which the concurrenge 
rence of the House was requested : 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 44) directing 


|| the Secretary of the Interior to issue a patent 


orer people ; 


ward and shang’ that clause, we ought to | 


|! Senate had passed bills of the House of the | 


|| yield somewhat to the public clamor, that even | 


the country, as they did during last summer, |; T 


it 


TARIFF. 


The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to have a letter 
read on this subject which I received from a 
merchant of Milwaukee, a Republican mer- 
chant of great influence in his party, and when 
a letter has been read I will surrender the 

oor. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


MILWAUKEE, February 8, 1870. 

Dzar Siz: I understand the tariff report by Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, among other things, 
makes the duty on tin platespecific at 2} cents, which 
nearly doubles the present duty. I can assure you 
this would be a very great mistake, Thisarticle en- 
ters into universal consumption, and is virtually a 
raw material. It is used for roofing purposes, cans 
for fruit, vegetables, oysters, blacking, and a thou- 
sand and one useful articles. The duty is too high 
now. I would rather see it reduced than advanced, 
and trust, if consistent with your views, you will use 
your influence and vote to have the duty remain as 


it is. 
Very truly, yours, JOHN NAZRO. 


Hon. CHARLES A. ELDRIDGE, Washington, D. C. 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate isexhausted ou 
the pending amendment. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I do not understand that 
debate is exhausted. Before my time was up 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, in his eager- 


' ness to get at this matter, took me off the floor. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I beg the gentleman’s 
pardon. J did not intend to do that. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I merely yielded for a 
uestion, as I understood. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wished to have an 
explanation of the action of the committee. 

r. SCHENCK. Ifthe committee will allow 
me, I will gratify the gentleman with the explan- 
ation he desires. The old description was 
‘Siron known as tin plates galvanized ;’’ that 
is, not iron, but tin galvanized. In making up 
this bill, having reference to the language o 
the old law and this together, the paragraph 
took the shape in which it now appears in the 
bill. But it was not more than two or three 


| days afterward when, in looking over the bill, 


jt was discovered that a mistake had been 
committed. Attention was directed to it, and 
the committee immediately agreed that it was 
not intended to charge the rate on common tin 


plates, and directed the correction to be made. 


‘The record of this action the gentleman, if he 
is curious, will find in the committee-room, 
and he will also see there that the correction 
was made a long time ago, before we knew 
whether it would meet the approval or the 
disapproval of the gentleman from Wisconsin. 
But the gentleman from: Wisconsin is so anx- 
ious to havea fling at the committee that even 
when he is in favor of an amendment of the 
committee he has to get up and insist that 
there is some wrong motive about it. He 
ought to be ashamed of himself. [Langhter. ] 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, I proceeded on the gen- 
eral presumption that the committee intended 
what they put in the bill, and that they must 
have had some motive for it. They so often 
act in that way that such a presumption, I 
think, was warrantable. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I donot know any gentle- 
man who has more presumption than the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin. ‘The truth is that as 
this was not intended it was a long time since 
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altered in the committee. Among the amend: 
ments long since prepared is this one, and I 
am glad it commends itself to the approbation 
of the gentleman from Wisconsin, who ought 
to have given us credit for being as desirous 
of doing what is right as himself. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. If I had had access to 
the committee’s records I would have known 
the fact, but the gentleman knows I had not 
such access. 

Mr. SCHENCK. But the gentleman had 
access to the record I presented this morning, 
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strike out the whole paragraph as the gentleman 
from lowa [Mr. ALLISON] proposes, and leave 
them at the Treasury Department to construe 
the law as it now stands reasonably. 

The formal amendments being withdrawn, 


' the question was taken on Mr. ALLisoy’s | 


.. motion to strike out the paragraph ; and it was 


when I stated that the committee desired to | 
correct the bill in that particular. If he thinks 


he has driven us to it he is welcome to glory in 
his success. But we happened to have agreed 
upon this amendment wihout thinking of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin and long before we 
knew of his approval or disapproval. I am 
afraid I must deduct that much from the gen- 
tleman’s satisfaction. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I presume the letter 
addressed to me by the gentleman in Milwau- 
kee was written without his having the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means in 
his mind. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Very probably. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move to strike out the 
paragraph, instead of only striking out the 
words included in the amendment of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
That amendment, I think, practically leaves 
the law as it is now, which, [ understand, is 
what is proposed by the chairman of the com- 
mittee. Therefore, as there is the same rea- 
son for strikingout the whole paragraph as for 
striking out those words, I move to strike it 


out, 

Mr. PAINE. I understood that it was the 
purpose of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to make an amendment here so that the duty 
on tin plates should remain as it is under the 
existing law, instead of being raised from 25 
per cent. ad valorem to 2} cents per pound, 
which is about 50 per cent. advalorem. Now, I 
wich to ask the gentleman from Ohio, the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, if 


Jam not correct in the statement I am about | 


to make? I understood it to be the purpose 
of the chairman of the committee, and of the 
committee, to reduce the duty on tin plates to 
25 per cent. ad valorem ; that is, to leave it as 
itis. Is that so? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Yes; it is our intention 
to leave the duty as it is. : 

Mr. PAINE. Then, as I understand, tin 
plates are iron coated with tin. 
make the amendment which has been suggested 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means and leave the next clause of the para. 
graph yoo will still have a duty of 24 cents per 

ound on tin plates. This will be the result of 
eaving the words ‘‘on iron coated with zine 
or any other metal, 2$ cents per pound.” Cer- 


And if you ; 


tainly that clause covers tin plates, though the ` 


chairman of the committee may not intend by 


those words to cover them; for tin plates are | 


certainly iron coated with tin. I suggest, then, 
that in order to make his amendment sufti- 
ciently extensive to cover what he proposes by 
striking out a portion of the paragraph he 
should either strike it out entirely or else 
modify it so as to leave tin plates exempt from 
this duty of 24 cents per pound. i 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, the lan- 
guage of the présent law is, ‘‘on tin plates; 
iron galvanized or coated with any metal by 


electric battery or otherwise, 24 cents per | 


pound.’ My own impression is that the lan- 


guage of this paragraph, without some further || 


amendment, might be subject to the objection 


which the gentleman from Wisconsin makes. | 
The difficulty is in the construction, in the dis- j| 


pute that has atisen whether tin plates that are 
galvanized—that. is, plates made of iron in the 
torin generally used for tinning—come in ander 
the general description of iron galvanized. I 
do not see why there should be that doabt. I 
believe myself the better way would be to 


ii is another one in Buffalo, another at Auburn, | 
another at Providence, and there are one or | 


agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows ; 

On horse and mule shoes, 2 comta per pound. 

Mr. COX. I move to reduce the duty to ł 
cent per pound. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
whole paragraph, 

Mr. COX. Well, I move to strike out the 
paragraph. I speak now in the interest of my 
constituents, a large body of whom arecarters 
and truckmen, and use horses, and of course 
horseshoes, and notso much in the interest of 
those who use mules and mule shoes, who are 
represented by some of my friends here, 

Mr. MAYNARD. ‘fhe duty on these shoes 
at present, I believe, is that on unenumerated 
manufactures of iron, 35 per cent. ad valorem, 

Mr. BURCHARD. They come in as rolled 
and hammered iron in shapes, at 1} cents per 


pound. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The manufacture of these 
shoes has come to be an important branch of 
industry. A great portion of them that used 
to be made at the cross-roads blacksmiths’ 
shops are now made by very ingenious machin- 
ery and ata much lower rate than formerly, 
The manufacturers of them are certainly enti- 
tled to be protected asagainst the foreign mau- 
ufacturer. There should bea higher duty upon 
them than that upon the iron out of which they 
are made, The Committee of Waysand Means 
thought that this duty of 2 cents per pound 
would fulfill those conditions, and hence they 
fixed the duty at this rate, This is a manu- 
facture which has been to the horse-using and 
horse-owning portion of the people an exceed- 
ingly valuable one, one to which the business 
of the country is under great obligations, and 


it is entitled, we thought, to this quantum of ; 


protection. | 

Mr. BURCHARD. I move to amend the 
paragraph by striking out ‘‘2.cents”’ and in- 
serting ‘‘1} cents.’ The present duty on 
horseshoes, as I understand the law, is 1} cents 


per pound. They come in as ‘‘rolled or ham- ` 


mered iron unenumerated.’’ It is true that 


manufactories have sprung up which by the | 


labor of these costly machines have taken 
away this business from the cross-roads black- 
smiths. Those crogs-roads blacksmiths that 


the gentleman from Tennessee speaks of never | 
‘had any protection and never asked for any | 


: protection. But by the introduction of these 


ingenious machines the making of horseshoes | 


‘hes been taken away from these men and is 
now carried on in some four or five places in 


‘the United States. The ree and the pioneer . 


establishment is in Troy, New York. ‘There 


| two in Pittsburg. 


; I dare say, do notask for any protection. They 


shape of horse-shoes; by another machine they 


iece and corks. That is the operation, and 
it is mach more simple than the making of 
nails, because a horse-shoe weighs about a 


be from 50 to 100 to the pound. The making 
of nails requires motions of the human hand 
to turn the apparatus, while here you simply 
put the iron in the machine and the horse- 


Move to strike out the | 


i Now, the gentlemen who own these factories, `- 


' have a monopoly of the business. They never ` 
| have asked for any protection, and they donot , 
ii veed any protection. A bar of iron that is pro- | 
: tected by this bill as it now stands at a cent; ` 

ound is cut off into lengths by one machinea ` 
by another machine these are bent into the | 


are creased and ptinched, and then they are | 
ready for the blacksmith to put on the toe- | 


pound, and the average weight of nails would |; 


shoes come out manufactured and almost ready - 
l for the blacksmith’s use. 
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Mr. SCHENCK. What ore they worth? 
Mr. BURCHARD. Well, they vary. The 
greatest demand for horseshoes is late in the 
year, in September and October, when the 
farmers who have had their horses out at pas- 
ture have to putthem upon the road to carry their 
‘| crops to market. it is then that horses need 
to be shod, and along in that month the black. 
smith provides himself with kegs of shoes. The 
retail dealer supplies himself a month or two 
earlier, and the wholesale dealer a month or 
two earlier than that. 

Now, if yon pass this provision it will simply 
have this effect, that by combinations those 
persons engaged in the wholesale trade of thig 
article can control the market, by buying or 
ordering to be made all that these establishments 
ean make, und then put up the price as they 
see fit, at least to the extent of duty here im- 
posed. But ifyou leave the duty on this article 
as it now is, such a combination could not be 
made to stand any length of time. If these 
shoes are made abroad, and I presume there 
are machines there for the purpose, an order 
could be sent across the ocean by telegraph, 
and in thirty days the shoes could be landed 
in this country, and in that way such a combin- 
ation could be prevented. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I wish to 
state, in connection with this subject, that it 
does seem to me that the amount of protection 
proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
is very remarkable. Letus look at this subject 
fora moment. ‘This bill, as it came from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, provided a 
protection of $7 in gold per ton on the produc- 
tion of pigiroa. ‘Then it provided a protec- 
tion of 14 cents per pound upon bar iron, the 
raw material of which horseshoes are manufac- 
tured. Now the manufacturer of horseshoes 
is to be protected by the provisions of this bill 
to the extent of 2 cents per pound in gold; or 
making an aggregate of about $80 in gold per 
ton on the raw material used by 250,000 biack- 
smitha in this country. Now, who is here to 
speak in behalf of the blacksmiths of this coun- 
'. try and of their interests? No one seems dis- 

posed todo so. Those men who toil at the 
anvil fora livelihood have no one here to speak 
in behalf of their interests when it is proposed 
to tax the raw material indispensable to their 
business at the enormous rates proposed by 
` this bill, If this burden is imposed upon them 
they will be compelled to charge the farmers 
and teamsters,; and all who use or employ 
horses in this country, a price for horseshoes 
even higher than when they were forged by the 
blacksmiths themselves at the-cross-roads. It 
is the fact that men who require to have their 
horses shod are compelled to pay more for it 
now than ten years ago. Ihope that this par- 
agraph will be stricken out, and that 35 per 
: cent. ad valorem will be deemed sufficient duty 
to be charged on the raw material used by 
` 250.000 blacksmiths of our country. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend the 
amendment so as to make the duty 2} cents 
per pound, for the purpose of saying that I do 
not understand how 2 cents per pound can be 
$80 per ton or upward. My figuring does not 
carry me that far into the mysteries of math- 
ematics. 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. 
explain. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I do not need any ex- 
planation, for 2 cents per pound on a ton 
of 2,240 pounds it seems to me is very easily 
calculated. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. Add to that 
1} cents per pound on bar iron and $7 per ton 
!, on pig iron and you will make out the figures I 
stated. . i 

Mr. MAYNARD. We have here an illustra- 
: tion of the effects of the tariff on this article of 
! horseshoes npon a very meritorious and wor- 
tby class of our citizens of whom | spoke 
i familiarly as the cross-roads’ blacksmiths. 
li Many of us ean recollect when in our boy’ 


I will 
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hood we took dur horses to the country black- 
smith’s shop and the blacksmith had to manu: 
facture the shoes himself that he used in his 
business. Jn order to do that he employed a |; 
striker or assistant to do the very heavy part of 
the vork; batnow, in consequenceoftheinven- ' 
tionsof Mr. Burden, of Troy.and several others, . 
because there are several inventionsof the kind 
in this country, the blacksmith is enabled to 
buy readymade the shoes that he needs forhis , 
business at a price perhaps a fraction .more ; 
than the iron itself would cost him, and all | 
that he has to do is to exercise his skill as a | 
farrier to fit them to and nail them upon the | 
horse’s feet. He is thus able to make his profit i 
upon his labor and skill without being obliged | 
to perform the very hard work formerly required |. 
of him. He can earn twice as much in a day | 
as he could by the old system, and at thesame | 
time dispense with the hire of an assistant or | 
striker. Now, this duty of 2 cents per pound, |. 
instead of being $£0 per ton, is but a little , 
more than half that sum. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missonri. 
tleman’s arithmetic is all wrong. 

Mr. MAYNARD. A ton contains 2,240 |, 

unds, and 2 cents a pound would be ‘$44 80. 


The gen- | 


Whatever may be the duty on pig iron or bar | 


iron or any other iron named in the bill that i 


does not affect this matter, which is a plain | 
question of ciphering. I submit that to fol- | 
low out the notion of some gentlemen here and 
import horseshoes from abroad, to be used in 
our blacksmith’s shopsand nailed upon the feet 
of our horses, would be to adopt a system the | 
propriety of which I cannot understand. I | 
cannot comprehend why a gentleman repre- | 
senting an interior district, as does my friend | 
from lilinois, [ Mr. BorcHarp, ] and whose con- | 
stituents are obliged to use such immense quan- | 
tities of these articles, should propose to make 
those constituents dependent in any degree or | 
in.any contingency upon sending abroad to ' 
England or Scotland.to bring horseshoes here | 
to be putupon our plow horses. Thatiga kind 
of political economy the philosophy of which | 
Iconfess I cannot understand. I hope that | 
amendment will not prevail. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SCHENCK. I cannot assent to the 
proposition made by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. MAYNARD, ] to raise this duty to | 
2} cents. Iam somewhat shaken in my opin: || 
ion as to whether we ouglit to retain the duty || 
at 2 cents. The committee had as gentlemen 
will readily understand, but two objects in || 
view. One wasto convert an ad valorem duty 
into a specific duty, which would be at legst || 
its equivalent, because specific duties are much 
simpler and are better calculated to prevent 
fraude. Another consideration operating upon | 
the mind of the committee was that whatever ` 
the tariff, the duty on the form of manufactured 
iron should be, if there were any difference, | 
a litle higher than the duty on the iron | 
itself. Otherwise there would be an induce- || 
ment to make horseshoes abroad and import 
them instead of the iron, if they could. come | 
in cheaper than the iron itself. I understand, | 
however, from the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr, Burcuanp] that so far as he.knowsthere 
are now none imported; and he hag been 
dealing in the article. If so that contingency | 
has not arisen. I would be inclined, with the 
information which we have, to leave the duty just 
Where it is in the present law, by striking out 
the paragraph. The committee labored under 
this difficulty, that as these horseshoes have 
Come in among unenumerated articles, there is 
no Treasury report upon the subject, and there- 

Ore we were obliged to rely upon other sources 

or our information as to whether 35 per cent. 
ad valorem is equivalent to the rate of duty on 
theiton of which the shoes are manufactured. 

yield the remainder of -my timeto the gen- 
tleman from Linois, [Mr. Jupp. ] 

Mr. JUDD. If the gentleman from Ten- | 
Hessee will gist ine his attention for a moment, 


I think I can makè him. understand why this 
change should be made. Assuming: as true 
what is the fact, that we can make in this conn: 
try all the horseshoes that we need, and that 


. there is no occasion to import them, thet when 


made they can, in consequence of our advan- 


tages with respect to. machinery be sold at a | 


fair profit yet more cheaply than they can be 
made abroad; in view of those two proposi- 
tions the question is asked why impuse any 
duty at all? Why reduce the duty? Why not 
make it higher or lower? I will answer the 
gentleman from Tennessee. The capacity of 
the machinery supplying our market with horse- 
shoes is known by the jobbera of this country. 
A combination ot large jobbers in New York, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, and St. Louis may give 
an order to the extent of the entire capacity 
of the manufacturers, and they get the entire 
product. If such an order has been given to 
an establishment in the county of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, or in my own county; a 


i monopoly of the stock there manufactured is 


thus secured. It anybody wants horseshoes 


» be must buy them of this combination or their 


agents; and they, knowing that they have con- . 


_ trol of the entire market, fix their own charges 


and demand a very exorbitant profit. ‘The 


only security for the other dealers consigts in |. 


enabling them to give an order abroad.. Other- ` 


wise the monopoly will be complete and these | 


| 


jobbers will fix their own prices. There is no 
occasion for giving an order abroad so long as 


those controlling the manufacture in this coun; |: 


try will sell at a fair profit; but when they 
undertake to extort, the smaller dealer ought 
to be able to protect himself by giving an 
order for foreign horseshoes. Í . 

Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment. . 

Mr. CONGER. I renew the amendment. 
Mr. Chairman, the horseshoes of this character 
used in this country are made by one ma- 
chine, or by the combination of other inven- 
tions with it, invented in 1857 by Mr. Berdan 
of Troy, New York. He patented his inven- 
tion in this country. The same machine 
which makes this kind of horseshoes in the 


i United States also makes them in England. 
| They are all made by the same patent.or some ! 
As I have said, it is the 


modification of it. 
patent of Mr. Berdan of Troy, New York, pat- 
ented in 1857, in this country. It was pat- 
ented in England at the same time, and at 
once put into operation there. This machine 
will take a bar of iron, put it into the machine, 


form o 


shoes every minute, and turn them out. By 


careful management that machine will turn | 
out 36,000 horseshoes ready for sale in a day ; 
of eleven hours. Jt will do that here and it | 


will do the same thing in England. The ma- 


chine that does it here is, the same machine | 


that does it there. It has been modified to 
give different forms, to make flatter shoes, or 


| thinner shoes, or to make them with more or 


less panch-holes in them. 


This machine, which will turn out 36,000 |. 
|; week. Inthe United, Sintes he works eleven hours 


horseshoes here or in England in a' day of 
eleven hours, will supply all the horseshoes 
needed there or iñ the United States; andthe 
only gtound I can see for imposing any tariff 
on this article at all is the -protection which 
will afford protection to labor in this country. 
It will protect the labor which makes: these 
horseshoes inthe United States against the 
labor in England, which is much cheaper and 
which makes these horseshoes with the same 
machine. The effect of the tariff upon this 
particular kind of horseshoes is merely w pro- 
tection of oar labor, and nothing else. Now, 
if my friends here on my. side: of the House, 
with whom I can sometimes yote; if they do 
really desire to protect the labor of our work- 
ingmen, if they, who have shed so many mnlti- 


tudinous tears over ‘the oppressions to which | ` 


Te 


the laboring men are subject, they. will support 


$ 
' 
} 


2 c it ìt int 21: The Clerk read as follows: _ 
|| turn it, stamp it, and bring it into the proper | 
f horseshoes, at the rate of sixty horse- | 


the proposition for imposing a tariff upon this 

article so as to protect the labor engaged in 

this production. nape 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. What does it cost a 
pound to manufacture these shoes? 

. Mr. CONGER. As I have said, the machine 

makes thirty-six thousand horseshoes a day. 

It takes five men to run the machine. Then 

there is the expense of coal to heat the machine. 

The iron is forced through and bent. by five 

men. Then there isthe expense of the machin- 

‘ery. I cannot tell exactly just now what it 
costs to make these horseshoes. 
~ Mr. ELDRIDGE. Is not the proposed tariff 
wholly disproportioned to the cost of this pro- 
duction? _ 

Mr. CONGER. . These horseshoes are made 
by a peculiar kind of machine, patented in this 
country. It is a machine which manufactures 

: them very rapidly. The same machine is used 
in England, although an American invention. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then, according to the 
geutleman’s remarks, the best thing we could 
do would be to prohibit the use of the machine 
and let the laborer do the work. 

Mr..CONGER. That is not the point Iam 
on. ‘The gentleman can make his own sugges- 
tions on that point, 

l was about to say that the iron of which 
these shoes are made, or ought to be made, is 
of a superior quality. It ought to be of a par- 

ticular hardness. Qar soft Lake Superior iron 

| is not fitted for the purpose. The iron which 
is used in the production of these shoes has 

j imposed upon it a duty of 13 cents per pound, 

idf a little duty Bé not allowed in favor of our 

| own labor, then my friend from Iowa and my 

i friend from: Wisconsin.and my other friends 

' on this side of the House hav 

in vaii: . i 

. Mr. BLDRIDGE. 

‘ tears for the machine. | 

| = Mt. ALLISON. I have not shed any tears 

| lately. 7 i 
. [Here the hammer fell]... 

Mr. COX. ‘The gentleman from Michigan 

[Mr. Coxeter] has boiled down his proposition 

to the difference between the wagesin this and 

other countries. The trouble with the gentle- 
man, as with others here atid heretofore, is that 
| they forget that there are fewer hours per day 
or week for the manufacturing operative in 

England than in the United States. I send to 

| be read a statement which J intended'to make 

| in answer-to another gentleman the other day. 


e shed theirtears 


The gentleman sheds hie 


` *'Some time since the gentleman froth Néw Jersey 
Mr Hit] thade an effort to show that Wages in the 

nited States are very much higher than in hug- 
i dand, Franca, and Belgium, I have not the means 
of making a comparison of the wages of labor in this 
country with those of France and Belgium; but I 
bave with England, -I take those of manufacturing 
operatives given by the gentleman from New Jersey, 
[Mr Hit.) Take carders, for. instance. Ife gives 
the wages of that class of operatives at'$4 37 in the 
United States and $3 85 in England, weekly-wages, I 
believe his table is copied from Commissioner Weils’s 
last report. From whatever source he obtains his 
: facts his statements ate not correct. He makes- uo 
| difference for the hours of labor per Week in the two 
: eountries. In England the manufacturing operative 
works bit nine hours perd 1y, or fifty-four hours each 


: each day, or sixty-six bours each week, making 
; twelve hours more of labor per. week in this country 
i than in England. Take the carder, and make the 
proportions thus: ~— . ; : 
: PERE ni : 54: 385::66 
: if 66 
de aces bo aes) 
= 2810. 
` 84)254106470 
' 216 ; 


381 
378 


In Èn; 


_ “Therefore, if the carder labored sixty-six hours 
ii per week in England, at the same rate of wages he 
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now receives, he would earn $4 70 per week, or 33 
cents more than the American carder earns. Ihave 
made the same calculations for all the operatives 
mentioned in the table of Mr. HILL, which follows: 
United States, England, England, 
66 hours per 54 houra 66 hours per 


week. per week, week. 
Card ers. aese neee SE 37 $3 85 $470 33 
Spinners, (men)...... 8 32 6 05 739 93 
Spinners, (wome 3 OL 273 334 57 
Drawers.. 5 80 413 606 T 
Weavers. 5ST 4 67 552 18 


_ “Thus yousee that the nominal wages of the Amer- 
ican operative is not so much in the case of the carder, 
and but little less in the case of the other operatives, 


the advantage of the American, in cheaper food, ` 
clothing, and nearly everything else which he con- | 
sumes. Taking the purchasing power of the wages | 


of that class of operatives in the two countries, and :; 


the English operative is much better paid than the 
American for the same number of hours of labor, 
“Ido not know how it is with the other classes of | 


artisans and laborers whose wages the gentleman |, 


from New Jersey {Mr. HILL] gives, not knowing how 
many hours per day they work in the two countries. 
But, I presume the difference would be about the 


The gentleman from New Jerscy{Mr. H1LL}is, there- 


fore, very much mistaken in the point which he | 


endeavors to maintain.” | 
Mr. COX. If, therefore, there is but little 


or no difference in manufacturing wages at |: 115 per cent.: 13 inches by 


home and abroad, I hope there will bea unan- | 
imous vote for my proposition. It seekstostrike 
out the paragraph, and has been seconded by 
the gentleman who is chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee. 


Mr. CONGER. I withdraw my admendment / teristic of the Yankees, if not of the people of 


| our whole country—and for myself I am proud | 


to the amendment. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

The question recurred on Mr. Cox’s motion, 
to strike out the paragraph; and it was agreed to. 

So the paragraph was struck out. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


On all screws of iron not otherwise provided for, 
and on screws of any other metal than iron, 40 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. ALLISON. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out “40” and inserting in lieu thereof 
635, 

Mr. SCHENCK. I may state that there is 
a very heavy duty on wood screws, perhaps 
quite as heavy as under any circumstances it 
ought to be. They have been made heretofore 
under patents. This paragraph, however, in- 
cludes not what are commonly called wood 
screws, but screws of iron not otherwise pro- 
vided for, and puts the duty at 40 percent. ad 
valorem, instead of the present duty of 35 per 
cent. On investigating the matter we were sat- 
isfied that we would better protect the labor of 
our own country without incurring any loss of 
revenue, and might probably get an increase 
of revenue by making this small addition to the 
present duty. In readjusting the tariff and 
making it a little fairer, though the general 
tendency may be to decrease the rates, still 
there may be cases like this in which a slight 
increase may be fair to the parties interested 
and an advantage to the revenue. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to |! 


amend the amendment by striking out *‘ 35 
per cent.” dnd inserting in lieu thereof ‘' 25 

er cent.” The history of this wood- screw 

usiness is somewhat amusing. At the opening 
of the war an honorable Senator from Rhode 
IJsland, disregardful of all the events about him, 
fixed upon the country the present wood-screw 
tariff, remarking atthe time that he rejoiced 
at the absence of the southern men from the 
Senate Chamber, becuuse it enabled him to 
carry a sufficiently high tariff on an article in 
which he was interested. I hold in my hand 
@ memorandum of the rates of duty on the 
leading sizes of iron wood-screws. Ít shows 
that the duty on one-inch screws runs from 50 
per cent. to 110 per cent. ad valorem ; that the 
duty on one and a quarter inch screws runs 
from 70 per cent. to 110 per cent. ad valorem } 
that the duty on one and a half inch screws 
runs from 85 per cent. to 115 per cent. ad 
valorem ; thatthe duty on oneand three quarter 


* More. t Less, 


; inch by 11, 1 y i 
12 inches by 7, 70 per cent.; 1} inches by 8, 80 per 


ie 


inch screws runs from 95 per cent. to 120 

er cent. ad valorem ; that the duty on two- 
inch screws runs from 80 per. cent. to 90 per 
cent. ad valorem. The present tariff imposes 


the following duties on iron wood-screws, | 
namely: 11 cents gold per pound on all sizes | 
up to one and three quarter inches; 8 cents ` 
| gold per pound on all sizes larger than one 
: and three quarter inches. 


The following is the table showing the ad 


valorem rates on the different sizes, as calcu- | 


d but little Less in the oase of her of F ‘ lated from the specific duties : 
asin England. eee eee nee eee ee aT ant gren T i Alemorandin of rates of duty on the following leading ` 


sizes of tron wood-screwe. 


linch by 5, 50 per cent.; 1inch by 6, 55 per cent.; 
1 inch by 7, 60 per cent.; 1 inch by 8, 70 per cent; 1 
inch by 9, 90 
per cent.; 1 inch by 12, 110 per cent. 


cont.; 13 inches by 9, 90 per cent.; 14 inches by 10, 100 


i; per cent.; 1} inches by 11, 105 per cent.; 14 inches by 
, 12, o ver cent.; l} inches by 13,115 per cent.; 1i 
i : inches 
samo as in the case of the manufacturing operative. |! 


y 14, 110 per cent. 


li inches by 8, 85 per cent.; 14 inches by 9, 95 per ` 


cent.; li inches by 10, 100 per cent.; 14 inches by 11, 
10 per cent.; 14 inches by 12,115 per cent.; 1} inches 


' by 13, 115 per cent.; 1} inches by 14, 115 per cent. 


13 inches by 9, 95 per cent.; 12 inches by 10, 100 per 


by 14, 120 per cent.; 1} inches by 16, 120 
2 inches by 10, 80 per eent.; 2 inches 
cent.; 2inches by 12, 90 per cent.; 2inches by 13, 90 
er cent.; 2inches by 14, 85 per cent.; 2 inches by. 16, 
per cent.; 2 inches by 18, 90 per cent. 


er cent. 


It is well known to be certainly the charac- 


of being a Yankee—that by their ingenuity and 


skill and power they are ableto turn everything © 
to their advantage; not only the water-falls, but | ,. ver 
the muscles and tninds of tha great body of | tion about that lust remark, because it is per- 
the people of this country. The whole ma- - 
chinery of the United States continues to be | 
turned in New England. There is but one |. 


screw manufacturing company of any sort in | 


this country; and this company have been 


| enabled so far, by the enormous tariff and by 
their great wealth, to prevent the importation ; 
of screws, and have bought off all competitors | 
Their prices are | 


as fast as they appeared. 
kept at a figure which will jast prevent import- 
ation. To muintain, therefore, that one estab- 
lishment our people have to pay for these arti- 
cles just 100 per cent. more than they ought 
todo. This 100 per cent. goes into the treasury 
of a single over-wealthy concern, the Provi- 
dence Screw Company. I desire the attention 
of the House and of the country to this very 


important fact, for there is no article more | again be in Committee of the Whole on the 


generally used than screws, wood-screws and 
screws ofall kinds. I shall say nothing further, 
for I might talk for an hour and not add any- 


thing to the weight of what I have already said. | 
The question was put on the amendment of | House 
: the entire bill. 


The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered | Motion to close debate on this paragraph, on 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Brooxs, of New i which a division is demanded. 


Mr. Brooxs of New York; and there were, on | 


adivision—ayes35, noes 50; no quorum voting. 


York, and Mr. Neciey. 


reported—ayes 46, noes 70. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. ROGERS. I moveto amend so as to 
make it 30 per cent. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 


no quorum voting. 


ported—ayes 65, noes 54. 
Sothe amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK. That being jast what the |! - 
tariff now is, I move to strike out the para- |: 
graph, and also move that all debate on this | 
paragraph cease, or we shall have along talk : 


about it. 


an amendment. 


y 11, 85 per | 


words ‘‘not otherwise provided for.” Ido it 
for the purpose of putting all classes of iron 
screws on the same footing. 

Mr. SCHENCK. What has become of my 
motion to close debate? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair supposed 
the gentleman yielded to his colleague. 

Mr. SCHENCK. No, sir; I was overrun, 
I do not yield. 

The CHAIRMAN proceeded to put the 
question on the motion to close debate; and 


| announced that it was agreed to. 


Mr. PAINE. I call for a division. 
Mr. CONGER. Ihave been trying to the 
extent of my voice to raise a point of order on 


‘| that motion, and I desire when I address t 
er cent; linch by 10, 90 per cent.; 1 | H he 


Chair to be heard.: 
The CHAIRMAN. 
state his point of order. 
Mr. CONGER. My point of order is, that 


The gentleman will 


: the resolution offered by the gentleman from 


Ohio [Mr. ScuEenck] in the House to-day wag 
to the effect that when the House should next 


` gointo Committee of the Whole the committee 

i should have power to stop debate by a majori 

' cent.; 13 inches by 11, 110 per cent.; 1? inches by 12, : ROn p p y a majority 
i 115 per cent.; 1? inches | 


vote. My point of order is that that has ex- 
hausted itself; that we have been in Committee 
of the Whole; have risen on a call of the roll, 


» and come back into committee; and that the 


resolution has exhausted itself. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair desires to 
make a point of order. The Chair desires to 
inform gentlemen that it is not their province 
to rise to make points of order while he is 
putting a question to the commiitee. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to make one sugges- 


sonal to me. I submit it to the Chair, and I 
submit it in the presence uf all these gentlemen 


; around me, that I addressed the Chair before 


the Chair attempted to put the question. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair had recog- 


| nized the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr, ScHEncx, | 


and be could not recognize the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Concer] while he was. putting 
the question. 

Mr. CONGER. I rose to a point of order 
on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. SCHENCK. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair now rules 
that the point of order taken by the gentleman 
from Michigan is not well taken. He calls the 
attention of the gentleman from Michigan to 
the resolution adopted by the House this morn- 
ing, which provides that when the House shall 


state of the Union on the special order, the 


i tariff bill, ‘the committee shall have power to 


stop debate on any portion of the bill by the 
vote of a majority,” without an order of the 
The order relates to any portion of 
The question now is on the 


The question was put; and there were—ayes 


The committee again divided ; and thetellers |i seventy, noes not counted. 


So the motion was agreed to. 
The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 


‘| GARFIELD, of Ohio, to strike out the words 
' t not otherwise provided for ;’’ and being put, 
|| there were—ayes 89, noes 40; no quoram 
i i! voting. 

The question recurred on Mr. ALLIson’s | 
motion, to strike out “40” and insert “85; | 
and being put, there were—ayes 54, noes 42; : 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. GARFIELD, of 


; Ohio, and Mr. Ke sry were appointed. 


The committee divided ; and the tellers re 


. i) ported—ayes 52, noes 64. 
Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. ALLISON and | p 4 
Mr. Cessya were appointed. 


it ivided ; i -ii : d i 
The committee divided ; and the tellers re ' motion to strike out the paragraph; and being 


i put, there were—ayes eighty, noes not counted, 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The question then recurred on Mr. ScHENCK’S 


So the motion was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


On vessels of cast iron not otherwise provided for, 
and on andirons, sadironsg, tailors’ and hatters’ irons, 
stoves, and stove plates of cast iron, 1? cents per 


|: pound. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to offer | 
I move to strike out the | paragraph. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move to strike out that 


DnA = 3 Stina WA ie ae, OS BG Ce a Rage, 


1870. 


Mr. GRISWOLD. Before the question is | 
taken on striking out the paragraph I move to |: 
amend it by striking out the words ‘and three .: 
fourths.” 1 offer that amendment for this rea- 
son: if you strike out the paragraph you leave 
the duty as it now is, and | understand that that 
duty is a great deal too high. By reference 
to the amount of importations as given by the 
Treasury returns it will be seen that of the arti- 
cles embraced in the pending paragraph, and 
also of the articles embraced in a following 

raph relating to cast-iron steam, gas, and 
water pipe, the whole amount imported during 
1867 was only about $87,000. This article is 
made in England of the very poorest kind of 
iron, the very poorest kiud of cast iron that 
stoves, £c., are made of, the present duty upon 
which I believe, is 1} cents per pound, and is 
the same with cast-iron steam, gas, and water 
pipe under another paragraph. 
` communication upon this subject of 
` ji hon ieam, gas, and water pipes which I 
‘ek ta fave read by the Clerk ; but before that - 
is done I wish first to call attention to the fact 
that by this bill the duty upon cast-iron steam, 
gas, and water pipe ia fixed at the same rate 
as the duty in the paragraph under considera- 
tion, and I suppose what is stated in the com- 
munication which I now ask to have read will 
apply to the pending paragraph as well as to 
the one to which it more directly relates. 
The Clerk began the reading of the com- : 
munication, when i 


Mr. SCHENCK said: I rise toa point of | 


order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state his point of order. i 
Mr. SCHENCK. My point of order is, that -' 
any discussion in relation to steam, gas, or || 
water pipes is not now in order, that para- ii 
graph not being under consideration. ii 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the `i 
point of order. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. The duty on the two | 
articles is the same, and the first cost is sub- : 
stantially the same. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am instructed by the ` 

Committee of Ways and Means to move to; 
strike out the paragraph in relation to cast-iron 
steam, gas, and water pipes when it shall have | 
been reached. Until then it is notin order for 
either the gentleman or myself to discuss it. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. The reason why I claim 
this communication to be pertinent is that the 
paragraph under consideration relates to “‘ ves- | 
sels of cast iron,’’ made of precisely the same | 
material ag the gag and water pipes referred to 
in the communication. The original cost is 
about $30 per ton, or a little over 1} cents per 
pound. ‘Therefore what is said in regard to 
the one is equally applicable to the other. 
However, I do not wish unnecessarily to take 
up the time of the committee. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It will save time if I in- | 
form the gentleman that I have been instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to move 
to strike ont all the paragraphs succeeding 
and including the one now under considera- 
tion until the paragraphs relating to steel are 
reached. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. Striking out this para- | 
graph will not answer the object I have in | 
view. The duty upon this article is now sub- || 
stantially prohibitory. Evefybody knows what 
a large amount is used in this country, yet only ` 
about $87,000 worth was imported daring the 
last year, 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move to close debate | 
on the pending paragraph and the three suc- 
ceeding paragraphs. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must | 
make the motion to tcp debate ou each para- 
graph as it is reached. 

a pa CES I mati then, to torma; 
ali debate on tbe pending paragraph. li 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. yi hope that will 
hot be done. 

Mr. CESSNA. T hope it will be. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Weil, the gen- 


| the question I shall insist on the regular order. | 
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tleman has expressed his hope, and I have 
expressed mine. 

The question was then taken upon the mo- | 
tion to close debate; and upon a division there | 
were—ayes 63, noes 80; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. MORRELL, | 
of Pennsylvania, and Mr. GriswoLp were 
appointed. 

he committee again divided; and the tellers 
reported that there were—aycs seventy-five, 
noes not counted. 

So the motion to close debate was agrecd to. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the committee will 
now rise, as it is already five o’clock. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I suppose I may as well 
move that the committee now rise. But I 
should like to inform the country that whether 
the motion is to insert a paragraph in this bill 
or to strike one out the same sort of opposi- 
tion is made. 

The motion that the committee rise was then 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. WarELER 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, according to the order 
of the House, had had under consideration the 
state of the Union generally, and partienlarly 
the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing 
laws relating to the duty on imports, and for 


; other purposes, and had come to no resolution 


thereon. 
LAWS OF WYOMING. : 


` Mr. CULLOM. I ask unanimous consent | 
to take from the Speaker's table for action at 


this time Senate bill No. 616, in relation to 
certain laws of the Territory of Wyoming. 
Mr. BIRD. I object. ; 
Mr. CULLOM. I move that the rules be 


: suspended for that purpose. 


The motion to suspend the rules was not 


; agreed to; two thirds not voting in the affirm- 


ative. 


would be no objection to taking up the bill. 


side can be heard. There are two sides to this 
question. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. If there are two sides to 


BRIDGE ACROSS MISSOURI RIVER. 


Mr. ALLISON. Task unanimous consent to 
have reported from the Committee on the Pub- | 
lic Lands for consideration at this time House ` 


bill No. 1227, to authorize the construction of |: 


a bridge across the Missouri river. The bill ' 

has been considered by the Committee on the 

Public Lands, and agreed to by that committee. ; 
Mr. FINKELNBORG. I object. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. |, tion of the Union Pacific Railroud Company 


' and the Central Pacific Railroad Coy:pany ; 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had |: 


Mr. PERCE, from the Committee on En- 


examined and found truly enrolled joint reso- 
lations and bills of the following titles; when | 
the Speaker signed the same: 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 85) for the relief 
of Helen Lincoln and Heloise Lincoln, and 
for the withholding of moneys from tribes of 
Indians holding American captives ; 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 146) for the retarn | 


, of evidence of honorable discharge to officers ; ` 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 156) authorizing | 


the sale of certain land at Springfield, Massa- | 


chusetts, and for other purposes ; | 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 215) authorizing 

the supply of arms for instruction and practice | 

to certain colleges and universities ; J 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 245) making an | 


! appropriation to defray the expenses of the ` 


Committee on Education and Labor incurred 
in pursuance of investigations ordered by the ` 
House of Representatives ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 271) making | 
an appropriation for the purpose of making |; 
experiments in the ventilation of the Halls of © 


4 the Capitol ; Li 


An act (H. R. No. 268) for the relief of 
Captain George E. Gresham, of Tennessee ; 

An act (H. R. No. 840) amendatory of the 
organic law of Colorado Territory, and for 
other purposes ; 

An act (H. R. No. 897) to incorporate the 
» Washington and Boston Steamship Company ; 
| An act (H. R. No. 1413) for the relief of 

Sophia A. Moen; 

An act (H. R. No. 1427) to provide for 
the creation of corporations in the District of 
Columbia by general law ; and 

An act (H. R. No. 1635) to authorize the 
corporate authorities of the city of George- 

| town, in the District of Columbia, to pave and 
improve the streets thereof, 

Mr. NEGLEY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 
examined and found truly enrolled joint res- 
olutions and bills of the following titles; when 
the Speaker signed the same: 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 23) for setting 
apart a portion of Fort Snelling military res- 
ervation for a permanent military post, and 

_ the settlement of all claims in relation thereto ; 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 78) relative to the 
establishment of a light station on the Chop- 
tank river, in Maryland; 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 84) authorizing 
the President to strike from the rolls of the 
Army the names of certain officers; 

: Joint resolution (S. R. No. 90) for the relief 
of certain officers of volunteers ; 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 128) authorizing 
the issue of clothing to certain enlisted men of 
: the fourteenth regiment of infantry ; 
| Joint resolution (S. R. No. 141) to provide 


. for survey and estimates of cost of removing 
‘| obstructions from the Bayou Teche, in the 


State of Louisiana; 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 159) authorizing 
the Paymaster General to prescribe an earlier 
time or the execution of contracts by accepted 


Mr, CULLOM. I think that if the House | Didders, and for other purposes 


| would consent to hear a brief statement there ' 


Joint resolution (S. R. No. 165) extending 
‘the time for the completion of the first sec- 


Mc WARD, -I ohall objeceanleas the orkes?! tion of twenty miles of the Cairo and Fultoa 


railroad ; 

An act (S. No. 93) legalizing certain dona- 
tions of agricultural college scrip therein des- 
ignated ; 

An act (S. No. 483) to authorize the officers 
of the Treasury Department to enter a credit 
upon the account of Henry Etting, pay master 
in the Navy; 

An act (S. No. 527) for the relief of William 
F. Scott, late adjutant fourth Iowa cavalry 
' volunteers ; 

An act (S. No. 579) to ereate additional 
land districts in the Territory of Dakota, to be 


,, called the Springfield and Pembina districts ; 


An act (S. No. 580) to fix the point of june: 


An act (3. No. 684) to change tl» time for 
holding the circuit and district courts of the 
United States for the district of Wisconsin ; 

An act (3. No. 746) authorizing the lirst 
National Bank of Delhi, New York, to change 
. its location; and 
An act (S. No. 774) to authorize the Bur- 


i lington and Missouri River Railroad Company 


or its assigns to change an established line of 
said road in the State of Nebraska. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. RICE obtained leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House papers in the case of 

John B. Bland, of Louisville, Kentucky. 

And then, on motion of Mr. RANDALL, 

' (at five o'clock and five minutes p. m.,) the 
. House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : xA ae 

By Mr. AYER: The petition of Edwin 
Eunis, for compensation tur transporting the 


’ 
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United States mail anterior to the 4th ‘of 
March, 1861. 

By Mr. BIGGS: The petition of E. & A. 
Betts and others, citizens of Wilmington, Del- 


i 
| 


aware, against the passage of the funding bill - 


in its present form. 

By Mr. BUCK: Petitions of merchants and 
the Board of Tradeof Mobile, Alabama, for the 
passage of an act providing for all revenue 
taxes on distilled spirits to be paid at distill- 
eries or distillery warehouses, &e. 

By. Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee: The me- 
morial of Lieutenant W. D. O’Brien, of Ten- 


nessee, praying for compensation for services | 
rendered ard property destroyed during the | 


rebellion. 

Also, the memorial of A. C. Fondren, of 
Tennessee, praying compensation for services 
rendered and money expended during the war 
for tl- benefit of the Union cause. 


Also, the memorial of Captain R. B. Coch- | 


ran, in his own behalf and on behalf of the 
officers and men of the Cochran rational 
guards. 


By Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas: The memo. | 
rial of Amos Sanford, J. S. Vincent, James : 
G. Dunlevy, Milton Douglas, John N. Ritter, ` 
Bruce Miller, J. F. McDowell, and C. C. Mce- | 
Dowell, county officers and ex-county officers - 


of Cherokee county, Kansas, in favor of annul- i 
ling the sale of the Cherokee neutral lands to `. 


James F. Joy. 


By Mr. LASH: The petition of W. R. Lind- ;: 


say, a citizen of Rockingham county, North 
Carolina, for removal of disabilities. 

Also, petitions of James T. Hunter and 
Thomas M. Holt, citizens of Alamance county, 
North Carolina, for removal of disabilities. 

Also, petitions of Green D. Sutterfield and 
John W. Hunt, citizens of Person county, 
North Carolina, for removal of disabilities. 

Algo, petitions of John F. Poindexter, Irwin 
J. Hine, and Calvin H. Hauser, citizens of 
Forsyth county, North Carolina, for removal 
of disabilities. 

Also, the petition of W. I. Henderson, for 
the removal of disabilities from John Michael, 
a citizen of Davidson county, North Carolina.. 

By Mr. MORPHIS: A petition of several 
hundred citizens of Monroe county, Mississippi, 


for removal of Federal court of northern dis- | 
trict of Mississippi from Oxford to Aberdeen. | 


ing of the United States steamer Oneida ; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. © 


The following bills and joint resolution were 
severally read twice by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1140) for the relief of. 
Gace Trich‘er, of the county of Adams, 

hio ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1218) for the relief of 
‘William P. Emery, late captain fifty-eighth 
United States colored infantry ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1331) for the relief of A. 
F. MeMillan ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1901) for the relief of 
Peter M. Jonte; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1902) for the relief of 
Francis A. Conwell ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1908) to authorize the pay- 
ment of bounty to Ann McCarthy ; y 

A bill (H. R. No. 1904) for the relief of 
James C. Strong ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1905) for the relief of 
Howell H. Trask ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1906) providing fot the : tion the resolution cannot be read the third 


payment of veteran bounty to certain enlisted 


men of the first regiment of New York mounted , 


rifles ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1907) for the relief of B. 


aff 
A bill (H. R. No. 1908) for the relief of 
. Mrs. Ruhany Brown ; 


‘| ment of bounties to certain officers of volun- 


Also, a petition of 794 citizens of Monroe, i 
Lee, and Itawamba counties, Mississippi, for | 


an appropriation to improve the navigation of | 


the ‘'ombigbee river. 
By Mr. PETERS: A petition of the Ban- 
gor, Maine, Board of Trade, in favor of aboli- 


tion of compulsory harbor, port, and pilot dues. |: 

Also, a petition of citizens of Bangor, Maine, | 
in behalf of the bills reported by the Commit- | 
tee on the Causes of the Decline of American | 


Commerce. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of R. B. 
Moon, of Albemarle county, Virginia, praying 
the removal of his legal and political disabil- 
ities imposed by the fourteenth article of 
amendments to the Constitution. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, May 8, 1870. 


Prayer by Rev. Francis A. ConwELL 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
The Journal of yesterday was read 
approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. - 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid beforé thë 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
.communicating,in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of April 21, 1870, information in 
relation tothe Indians of southeastern Oregon; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Aftfuirs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented a report of the Secretary 
of the Navy, communicating, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of March 9, 
1870, farther informa-ionin relation to thesink- 


, Of 


and 


teers; _- 
A bil (H. R. No. 1911) for the relief of 


George W. Steele, late first lieutenant second | 


. New York veteran cavalry; abd 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 274) relating | 


į to Fort Craig military reservation. 

| NATIONAL HOLIDAY. 

i The joint resolution (H. R. No. 282) to 
| establish the 30th day of May in each year a 
| public holiday was read by its titlé. 


Mr. DRAKE. I move that the Setiate pro- | 


ceed to the present consideration of the joint 
resolution. 

Mr. SUMNER. Ido not know what it is. 

Mr. DRAKE. Let.it be. read at length. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the joint resolution in full, subject 
to objection. a 

The joint resolutian was read. It provides 
that the 30th day of May, being the 
pointed, and. accustomed to be used for the 
decoration of the graves of soldiers who died 
in the war in defense of the Union against 
rebellion, be declared a public holiday, to be 
forever observed as such by the people of the 
United States. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


joint resolution at the present time. Is there 


resolution is. before the Senate as in Commit- 
i tee of the Whole. - get) Wey f 
` The joint resolution was reported :to the 
Senate without amendment. - i 


class of measures. TRE 

In the first place, it is not. meet and proper 
! that the same day should be fixed throughout 
the United States for a purpose of -this kind. 
It is for a floral decoratiod of graves, aid in 
many parts of the country the time fixed would 
not be suitable, while it might be in others. 
And it seems to me now: that this is taking 


upon our calendar as numerous as the holidays 


! upon the Catholic calendar, or the calender of | 


other religious denominations. . We have only |, 
one holiday, and that is the birthday of Amer: |; 


| 
; 
| 
| 
1 
| 


i 
n 


A bill (H. R. No. 1909) to provide for pay- | 


ican independence, and heretofore we have 
always refused to recognize any national holi. 
day except that one. 
it seems to me that among a practical peo- 
ple like ours, in a practical age like this, we 
ought not to interpose by law to prevent the 
| people from carrying on their ordinary avoca- 
| tions, and from paying their debts, thus inter- 
| posing a legal holiday which affects the obli- 
| gation of contracts and affects a variety of 
i business far more extensive than many per. 
: haps may suppose. A legal holiday affects 
the performance of contracts in various ways, 
: Now, I do not choose myself to be led by a 
/ sentiment of this kind, however strong, to 
| establish a precedent which has never been 
‘get heretofore. I think my feeling for the 
memory of the dead and the services of the 
dead is probably as strong as that of my hon- 
orable friend from Missouri; but I believe thig 
to be a precedent which may be hergafter fol- 
lowed on occasions much too numerous. I. 
shall content myself with voting against the 
' passage of the Joint resolution. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is objec- 


i time to-day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not object, but I 
shall vote against it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL and Mr. SUMNER. Let 
it be referred. 

Mr. DRAKE. Ibeg the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts to withhold his motion. 

Mr.SUMNER, Thatisdebatable, of course. 

Mr. DRAKE. Iknowthat. I have simply 


~ to say that, in my judgment, when the nation 


from Missouri asks unanimons consent that the : 
Senate. proceed tó the consideration of this |! 


Mr. SHERMAN. I would not interpose by | 
my objection against the passage of the resdlu- | 
tion, but I am opposed tothe adoption of this | 

: ~.. ii of this kind should be voluntary. I do not 
i| believe im requiring by Iaw petsons to do what 
|i a grateful people are glad to do. 


advantage of a strong sentiment, a feeling of | 
|| great kindness, 4 feeling of extreme deference 
indeed to those who perisbed in our eivil war, | 
|| to establish a precedentthat may adi holidays | 


day ap- | 


| shall repeal this act: 
objection? The Chair hears none.. The joint |: - 


i| soon disappear. 
|; tionary dead have nearly all disappeared. The 


has to decorate the graves of three hundred 
thousand patriots. slain for its preservation, it 
gan afford.to set apart one day of the three 
hundred and sixty-five as a holiday for the 
purpose, and let contracts and business engage- 
! ments take care of themselves. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is one other ob- 


i| servation which I wish to add to what I have 


already said. Asa matter of course the graves 
of our dead in a single generation will pass 
' away. In many cases they will be preserved, 
| but only in’ comparatively few places. Now, 
this resolution proposes to make the 30th of 
May a legal holiday in all time to come for 
this purpose. It perpetuates a transient thing, 
because thegraves of the ablest and the wisest 
The graves of the revolu- 


graves of many of the revolutionary heroes 
' whose names are certainly prized highly now 
| are entirely forgotten. Probably not a hun- 
' dred graves of the revolutionary heroes can 
: tow be pointed out. I have no doubt that 
these graves, like others, will:disappear. Why, 
therefore, select a duy for. all time to come 
for an event that must be trdnsient in its char- 
acter? un a 


-Mr. DRAKE. When they disappéar we 


Mr. SHERMAN. I think it would be well 
enough to refer this resolution, add think over 
it awhile. 1 will therefore move ‘that it be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Ohio moves the reference of this joint res- 
olution to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
' Mr. POMEROY. {'think floral decorations 


Hf that sen- 
timent of gratitude should ever be effaced from 


| the American people—and | hope it will never 


| be—to then: require them by law to doit would 


be a formal service that would have no merit 
in it, I like, myself, the sentinent to be eher- 
ished, dnd like the idea of these floral deeora- 
tions, but not to have them required by law. 
That takes away all the virtue of them. 

Mr.. THAYER. The Senator wholly mis- 
apprehends the resdlution in saying that it 
requires it to be done by law. 
a voluntary act of the American people ; but 
the resolution sets aside a day for this parpose. 


It is lett to be 


1870. 
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! 
Mr. POMEROY. Is not that set aside by | 


aw? : 

bac THAYER. But it does not require the 
people to decorate the graves. That is a vol- 
untary act of the American people. It recog- 
nizes the day as a holiday. It indicates that 
that will be the appropriate day for this purpose. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio moves the reference of the joint resolu- 
tion to the Committea on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DRAKE. Upon that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

Several Sexators. No; no. 

Mr. DRAKE. I insist on the call. 

Three Senators rose to second the demand 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DRAKE. I hope we shall have the 
veas and nays. 

' The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
again put the question. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, but 
three Senators rising to second the call. 

Mr. WARNER. J should like to have the 
resolution read. 

The Secretary again read the resolution. 

Mr. NYE. If I understand the object of the 
resolution it is simply to declare the 30th of 
May a holiday, notto make it obligatory at all, 
that the decoration of the graves shall be had 
on that day. I hope that the resolution will 
pass. I think if there is any one thing that 
this nation is deficient in it is in the number 
of holidays it has. 
events are commemorated in that way, and cer- 
tainly no greater event can be commemorated 
than that which is proposed to be commemor- 
ated on the 30th of May. I hope that the res- 
olution, if it should be referred, will soon be 
reported back and passed. It seems to me it 
ia dne to the occasion, due to the dead, and 
due to the living, that it should pass. 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question 
on the motion to refer the joint resolution, and 
declared that the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DRAKE. Teall for a division. ; 

The question being put, there were, on a 
division—ayes 36, noes 7. 

Mr. DRAKE. I again call for the yeas and 
nays upon the question. Let ussee whether the 
Senate will refuse the yeas and nays upon this 
question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, twelve Sen- 
ators seennding the call. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the reference of this joint resolution to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulte:—yeas 87, nays 12; as follows: 

YEAS~Messrs. Amez, Anthony, Bayard, Bore- | 
men, Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Chandler, | 
Cole, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, Flanagan, Fowler, ` 
Harlan, Harris, Joonston, Lewis, MecCreery, Mor- | 
rill of Termont, Patterson, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Rob- | 
ertson, Ross, Sculsbary, Sawyer, Sherman, Stewart, 
Stockton, Sumner, Tipton, Trambull, Vickers, Wil- 
ley. Williams, and Wilson—37. 

„N AYS—Messre. Carpenter, Conkling, Drake, Ham- : 
ilton ot Texas, Hamlin, Howell, Nye, Osborn, Pratt, | 
tt, paper, and Warner—12, i 

ABSENT — Messrs, Abbott, Brownlow, Cattell, | 
Cornett, Cragin, Davis, Gilbert, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Howard. Howe, Kellogg, McDonald, Morrill of | 


aine, Morton. Norton, Pool, Revels, Rioc, Schurs, 
Spencer, Sprague, Thurman, and Yates—23. 


4 | 
So the motion was agreed to. | 


PENSION TO MRS. LINCOLN. - 


The till (H. R. No. 1950) granting a pension | 
to Mary Lincoln was read tales rare Vide. | 

Mr. TRUMBULL. T trast that bill may be ; 
Put upon its passage. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope 80, too. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The subject is well | 
understood by every one, and there seems to 

e no necessity for referring it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us have a vote on it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I trast it may be passed 
Unanimously and graciously. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Of course it will be passed | 


ciously, if at all; bat the Committee on | 


i ensions has a bill before it already providing 
or a pension at a higher rate than this, npon 
Which it is just ready to report. The report 


In other countries great | 


lis being drafted, and will be perfected and 

| ready to be presented in the course of this 

week, with some facts and statistics which may 
justify Senators in voting for or against the 
bill, as they may be affected by those facts. 
Therefore 1 think this bill had better not pass 
now. I have no objection to its going cn the 
Calendar, because we have the subject before 
us and can report upon it just as well. 

Mr. SUMNER. But the bill for a pension 
to Mrs. Lincoln was introduced in the last 
Congress. It seemed at that time that a large 
part of the Senate was in its favor; but it was 
objected to—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not think this is the 
time to enter into a debate on this bil, ings- 
much as it is not before the Senate for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. SUMNER. I am not about to debate 
it. Iwas only going to reply to the remark 
of the Senator fom Vermont. I understood 
the Senator to assign certain reasons 

Mr. EDMUNDS. [said that the commit- 
tee was about to report, and therefore I ob- 
jected to the present consideration of this bill. 

Mr. SUMNER, The bill in the last Con- 
gress failed. During the first week of the 


present Congress, now more than a year ago, | 


{introduced another bill for the same object, 


and I tried to put it on its passage withouta , 


reference to a committee. On the motion of 


the Senator from Vermont, however, on the . 


yeas and nays, it was referred to the commit- 
tee of which he is chairman. It was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions at the very 
beginning of this Congress, now more: than a 
year ago. During all this time the bill has 
slumbered in the room of that committee, 
while the object of this kindness, this benefi- 
cence on the part of Congress, has been suffer- 
ing in poverty — 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I rise to a question of 
order. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator ` 
from Vermont rises to a question of order, | 


which he will state. © 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I had risen before and - 
objected to the present consideration of this ` 
bill, or intended to do so, under the rules of | 


the Senate, because I did not wish it to pass, 
as it must if at all now, by unanimous consent. 
My point of order, therefore, is that it is not 
in order to consider the bilt and debate it, it 
having been objected to, having just come in 
from the Honse. 

Mr. SUMNER. Will my friend allow me 
to plead with him to allow a vote to be taken? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
decide the point of order made by the Senator 
from Vermont if he insists upon it. It arrests 
the remarks of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts till it is decided. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let the bill go on the 
Calendar. 


Mr. FENTON. The bill will go on the Cal- - 


éndar, I suppose. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


! from Vermont suggests that it go on the Cat- 


endar. 
Mr. SUMNER. Very well. t 
‘Mr. EDMUNDS. 
` of order to be decided. 


. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is 


reluctant to decide points of order when they 


ean be avoided. The Chair understands that `: 


: by the usage of the Senate, when a bill is read 


the first and second times, the question then | 


, arises, what shall be done with the bill? A 


motion to refer is in order, but it cannot be 


; read the third time that day, under the rule of |: 
The Chair ! 


| the Senate, if any Senator objects. 
: supposes that the motion to refer would cer- 
; tainly be debatable. 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. Bat there is no motion 
: to refer. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no mo- 
! tion to refer; but the question then is, what shall 
ibe done with the bili? The bill is before sbe 


| Senate. 


I should like the point . 
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Mr. SUMNER. I move that it be read the 
third time. 
‘| Mr, EDMUNDS. I object. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unan- 
-, mons consent. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Then there is no question 
pending, and there can be no debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator from 
Vermont did debate the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg 
explained the grounds why 

resent consideration. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair does 
not know the difference in parliamentary law 
between an explanation and debate. An ex- 
planation is in the nature of debate. 

Mr. SUMNER. And I would add 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill cannot 
be read the third time to-day, objection being 
made. 

Mr. SUMNER. I merely replied categoric- 
ally to the remarks of the Senator from Ver- 
mont. | did not intend to debate it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That also is 
debate. A categorical reply is debate as well 
asan explanation, TheSenaior from Vermont 
moves that the bill be placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not make any motion. 
I object to its present consideration. 

Mr. FENTON. I move that it be placed on 
the Calendar. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
as a matter of course. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will if the 
Senate passes away from its consideration ; but. 
„itis still before the Senate, and the Senate must 
; decide what shall be done with it. The ques- 
‘tion is on placing it upon the Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM TILE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Represent- 
, atives, by Mr. Luoyn, Chief.Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a concurrent reso- 
: lation for the adjournment of the two Houses 
on the 4th of July next. : 


ENROLLED BILIB SIGNED. 


The message also annoanced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bills and joint teso hiilona. which were there- 
upon signed by the Vice President: ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 268) for the relief of Cap- 
tain George E. Gresham, of Tennessee; 

A bill (H. R. No. 840) amendatory of the 
organic law of Colorado Territory, and for 
other purposes ; 

A bill YH. R. No. 1418) for tho relief of 
Sophia A. Moen, administratrix, and Philip 
L. Moen, administrator of Augustus lt. Moen; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1685) to authorize the 
corporate authorities of the city of George- 
| town, in the District of Columbia, to pave and 

improve the streets thereof; 

A joint resoiution (H, it. No. 85) for the 
relief of Helen Lincoln and Heloise Lincoln, 
and for the withholding of moneys from tribes 
of Indians holding American captives; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 156) author- 

: izing the sale of certain lands at Springfield, 
. Massachusetts, and for other purposes; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 215) author- 
i izing the supply of arms for instruction and 
practice to certain colleges and universities; . 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 245) making 
an appropriation to defray the expenses of the 
! Committee on Education and Labor incurred 

in pursuance of investigations ordered by the 
. House of Representatives; 

' A joint resolution (H. R, No. 271) making 
l'an appropriation for the purpose of making 
: experiments in the ventilation of the Halls of 
= the Capitol ; 
‘| A bill (S. No. 93) legalizing certain loca- 
| tions of agricultural college scrip therein desig- 
| nated: 

|, A bill (S. No. 488) to authorize the officers 
i| of the Treasury Department to enter a credit 
‘j upon the account of Henry Etting, paymaster 
‘ in the Navy; 


ardon. I only 
objected tọ its 


It goes on the Calendar 
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A bill (S. No. 527) for the relief of William 
F. Svott, late adjutant fourth Iowa cavalry 


volunteers; | 

A joint resolution Ga R. No. 84) authorizing | 
the President to strike from the rolls of the 
Army the names of certain officers; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 90) for the 
reliet of certain officers of volunteers ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 128) authorizing 
the issue of clothing to certain enlisted men 
of the fourteenth regiment of infantry ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 141) to provide 
for survey and estimates of cost of removing 
obstructions from Bayou Teche, in the State 
of Louisiana ; 

A bill (S. No, 579) to create additional land 
districts in the Territory of Dakota, to be called 
the Springfield and Pembina districts ; 

A bill (S. No. 580) to fix the point of junc- 
tion of the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
and the Central Pacific Railroad Company ; 

A bill (S. No. 746) authorizing the First 
National Bank of Delhi, New York, to change 
its location; 

A bill (S. No. 774) to authorize the Burling- 
ton and Missouri River Railroad Company, 
or its assigns, to change the established line 
of said road in the State of Nebraska; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 23) for setting 
apart a portion of the Fort Sneiling military 
reservation for a permanent military post, and 
the settlement of all claims in relation thereto ; 

A joint resolution (3. R. No. 78) relative 
to the establishment of a light-station on the 
Choptauk river, in Maryland ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No, 159) author- 
izing the Postmaster General to prescribe an 
earlier time for the execution of contracts by 
accepted bidders, and for other purposes; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 165) extending 
the time for the completion of the first section 
of ron miles of the Cairo and Fulton rail- 
road ; . 

A bill (S. No. 684) to change the time for 
bolding the circuit and district courts of the 
United States for the district of Wisconsin ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 146) for the 
return of evidence of honorable discharge to 
officers and enlisted men; 

A bill (H. R. No. 869) to authorize the issu- | 
ing of a certificate of registry or enrollment to 
the schooners Zenas Snow and Patriot; 

A bill (H. R. No. 897) to incorporate the 
Washington and Boston Steamship Company ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1611) for the relief of 
Friend A. Brainard ; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1912) to extend the time 
within which persons elected to office may take 
the oath of office prescribed in an act entitled 
“An act to admit the State of Texas to repre- 
sentation in the Congress of the United States,”’ 
approved March 30, 1870. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of 
John Seys, minister resident and consul gen- | 
eral at Liberia, praying payment of four months’ 
salary withheld from a on account ofabsence 
from duty ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present sundry me- ` 
morials of sellers of bousehold wringers of | 
various manufactures of citizens of New York, 
representing that they have just learned that 
House bill No. 1492, for the extension of John © 
Young’s patent for washing and wringing ma- | 
chines, bas been placed upon the Senate Cal- `; 
endar with an adverse report from the com- 
mittee, and they desire, therefore, to remon- 
strate against the passage of the bill, and they ` 
state that the effect of the extension of the \| 
patent would be to increase the cost of these * 
necessary household articles already too heav- |; 
ily burdened with patent tariffs. A bill having ` 
been reported in this regard, I move that these ' 
memorials lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of | 


George K. Taylor, of Hanover county, Vir- | 
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ginia; of John F. Smith, of Staunton, Virginia; 
of Jobn G. Fulton, Augusta county, Virginia; 
of C. B. Hood, Culpepper county, Virginia; 


of Allen D. Reade, Gloucester county, Virginia; ` 


of William P. Jarman, Nelson county, Virginia; 
of O. C. Clark, Campbell county, V Eh of 
William M. Hanlon Camphellcounty; firginia; 
of William P. Jones, Norfolk county, Virginia ; 
of John B. Allen, Botetourt county, Virginia; 
of Richard I. Blythe, Southampton county, 


Virginia; of William Urquhart, Southampton | 


county, Virginia; of James W. Parker, South- 
ampton county, Virginia: of William S. Good 
wyn, Greenville county, Virginia; of G. W. 
Stainback, Petersburg, Virginia; of W. S. 
Thornton, Sussex county, Virginia; of Mills 
13. Powell, Isle of Wight county, Virginia; of 
A. M. Lenen, City Point, Virginia; of B. R. 
Lewis, Dinwiddie county, Virginia; of Peter- 
son Wells, Dinwiddie county, Virginia; of W. 
F. Barrar, Dinwiddie county, Virginia; of John 
W. Temple, Prince George county, Virginia; 
of William F. Temple, Prince George county, 
Virginia; of Henry E. Leath, Prince George 
county, Virginia; of W. S. Pond, Southamp- 
ton county, Virginia; of Thomas J. Brister, 
Southampton county, Virginia; of John Prince, 


Sussex county, Virginia; of William Briggs, | 


Sussex couuty, Virginia; of Carter R. Bishop, 
Petersburg, Virginia; of Lewis E. Mason, 
Greenville county, Virginia; of William Har- 
doway, Nottoway county, Virginia; of Robert 
H. Jones, Petersburg, Virginia; of J. M. 
Creekmore, Norfolk, Virginia; and of John 
T. Sutherland, Dinwiddie county, Virginia, 
praying the removal of their political disabil- 
ities; which were referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal cf Political Disabilities. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented the 


petition of Corbin Washington and others, ` 


praying that the crew of the United States 
frigate Missouri be compensated for the loss 
of their clothing by the burning of that vessel ; 


which was referred to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. 
Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of 


Thomas J. Hudgins, of Matthews county, Vir- | 


ginia, praying for the removal of his political | 


isabilities ; which was referred to the select 
Comunittee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM presented a memorial 


of George T. Goodwin & Co. and J. M. Smith, | 
of Connecticut, sellers of household wringers | 


of various manufactures, remonstrating against 
the passage of House bill No. 1492, for the 
extension of John Young’s patent for washing 
and wringing machines ; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. FOWLER presented the petition of 
Thomas R. Smith, of Memphis, Tennessee, in 


behalf of Robert H. Wood, of that State, pray- . 
ing for the removal of his political disabilities ; 
` which was referred to the select Committee on ` 


the Removal of Political Disabilities. 


He also presented the petition of R. H. | 


Wood, of Bolivar, Tennessee, praying for the 


removal of his political disabilities; wbich was - 


referred to the select Committee on the Removal 
of Political Disabilities. 
He also presented a memorial of the Governor 


i of the State of Tennessee, praying an appro- | 
priation to that State for materials belonging | 


to the Winchester and Alabama railroad used 
by the Government during the late war ; which 


’ waa referred to the Committee on Claims. 


He also presented the petition and papers of 
John W. Smith, of Memphis, Tennessee, pray- 


| ing to be remunerated for expenses incurred 
and losses sustained in the United States ser- |, 


vice as scout, spy, and partisan in the yoars 


+ 1861, 1862, and 1863; which was referred to 


the Committee on Military Afairs. _ 
Mr. SUMNER presented additional papers 


in the case of J. Ross Browne; which were |: 


ordered to lie on the table. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Iam directed by the Com- 


mittee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 459) to authorize the settlement 
‘of accounts of officers of the Army and Navy, 
to report it back without amendment and rec- 
“ommend its passage. It will be remembered 
‘that this bill was originally reported by the 

Committee on Military Affairs, and on m 

motion was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
i nance for examination, We have carefully 
l inquired of the Secretary of War, the Secretary 

of the Navy, and the Secretary of the Treasury, 
_who are unanimously of the opinion that this 
| bill ought to pass promptly; and as I interposed 
an objection to its passage when it was reached 
on the Calendar, I ask that it be now acted 
upon. 

"The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio asks for the present consideration of this 
bill reported back from the Committee on 
Finance, stating that he objected to it when it 
was reached on the Calendar and had it referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and the com- 
mittee now report favorably upon it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why not let it go on 
the Calendar? 

Mr. SHERMAN, I have no objection to 
that if Senators desire it. There are letters 
with the bill from the Secretary of War, the 
Secretary of the Navy, and the Treasury De- 
partment in favor of it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam for the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It will take bata moment 
to act upon it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has been once 
reached on the Calendar, read, objected to, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance for 
further investigation. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Tamin favor of the object 
ofthe biH. I will not object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will read the bill unless it is objected to. 

The Sceretary read the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That had better go on 
the Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont desires the bill to be placed on the 
Calendar. It will be placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I willinquire whether 
the Senate has not directed that all treaties 
with Indian tribes shall be considered in open 
session? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. If so I will make a 
report. The Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
'- whom was referred the treaty between the 
` United States and the New York Indians, con- 
cluded September 4, 1868, have had the same 
under consideration, and recommend that the 
treaty be not ratified. I move that the report 
be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The report will 
be printed, and the treaty, with the adverse 
report, placed on the Calendar. 

r. POMEROY. What treaty is it? 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. The treaty with the 
New York Indians. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am directed by the 
‘, Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 

referred the bill (S. No. 386) prescribing the 
; rules of evidence in certain cases, to report it 
U back adversely, with a recommendation that it 
; be indefinitely postponed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
i dissent the bill will be indefinitely postponed. 
' Mr, WILLIAMS. Iwill ask if that is a bill 
i; I introduced? 

|, Mr. TRUMBULL. 
| introduced it. 

| 


i 


T do not remember who 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill was 
introduced by the Senator from Vermont, [ Mr. 
|| Epmunps. J ; 
© Mr. TRUMBULL. The bill proposes to 

prevent parties from testifying in cases where 
| executors, administrators, next of kin, and 
| others are interested. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS. I think Iam able to show 
' very good reasons why such a bill as that 
i should pass. It is in conformity to the laws 
| of the States. 


1870. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. IF will state to the Sen- 
ator from Oregon, if he will allow me, that by 


act of Congress the United States courts con- | 


form as to the competency of testimony to the 
State law. We also have another general law 
by which in suits by executors, administrators, 
and persons suing in a fiduciary capacity of 
that character. where they are parties, the 
other party is net permitted to testify to any 
statements made by thera. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Made by the deceased? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Made by the deceased. 
This bill perhaps goes a step further in ex- 
tending it to the exclusion of vendors and 
assignors ; but we have a statute already adopt- 
ing the State laws upon this subject, and we 
thonght there was no necessity for this bill. 


| 
| 


i 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


from Oregon desire the bill to be placed on the 
Calendar, with the adverse report of the com- 


mittee? 

Mr. WILLTAMS. Yes, sir; letit go on the 
Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will go on the 
Calendar with the adverse report. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 386) to amend an act entitled “An 
act to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 


throughout the United States,’ approved March | 


2, 1867, reported it with an amendment. 

_ He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the bill (S. No. 581) to amend 
the bankrupt act so as to exempt from its pro- 
visions certain interests in life insurance pol- 
icies, and the bill (S. No. 6651) to amend an 
act entitled “An act to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States,” reported adversely, and moved their 
indefinite postponement ; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of James 
Kelley, captain of the thirty-fourth United 
States infantry, praying for pay and allowances 
of acaptain in the United States Army from 
Jaly 1, 1864, to September 16, 1867, submitted 
an adverse report thereon ; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WARNER, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
517) to define the intent of an act entitled “An 
act to allow deputy collectors of internal rev- 
enne acting as collectors the pay of collectors, 
and for other purposes,” approved March 1, 
1869, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of N. H. Fry, pray- 
ing that a special license tax illegally assessed 
upon him as a distiller of brandy from fruit in 
1868 be refunded, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration ; which was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. HOWELL. I should be very much 
gratified if that bill could be read a third time 
and put on its passage now. I shall be greatly 
obliged to Senators if they will consent to it. | 

-By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the |! 
bill. It appropriates the sum of $5,000, or as ` 
much thereof as may be necessary, to enable | 
the Secretary of War to satisfy a judgment ob- 
tained against Grenville M. Dodge, late an 
officer of the United States, and others, for 
acts done by them in the line of their duty, ;, 
under orders from their superior officers, and 
to defray the cost of defending the suits at law 
in which such judgment was recovered. 

Mr. HOWE. Is there any report accom- 
panying the bill? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no 
written report. 

Mr. HOWELL. The bill has passed the 
House of Representatives, and is reported 
favorably here by the Committee on Military 
Affairs. The circumstances are simply these: 
in the execution of orders during the war Gen- ` 
eral Dodge took possession of some cattle in 
Kansas which were replevied, and he not being 
able to be there to defend the suit judgment 
was obtained, and the suit was certified to 


., Iowa, and execution has issued in Pottawat- 
, omie county, the place of General Dodge’s 
| residence, and he is harassed by the issue of 


. The transcript of that judgment has been sent 


Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on For- | 


eign Relations, to whom was referred the peti- 


tion of Jennie Stacey. praying an appropriation — 


for the purpose of bringing the remains of her 
father, Henry B. Stacey, late United States 
consul at Reval, Russia, to this country for 
interment, reported adversely thereon, and 


agreed to. 


Mr. FENTON, from the Committee on Fi- 


thereon, and costs incurred in procuriog their 
reiease from seizure, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be 
indefinitely postponed; which was agreed to. 
GRENVILLE M. DODGE, 


Mr. WILSON. 
ferred the bill (H. R. No. 1892) making an 


appropriation to satisfy a jadgment obtained , 


against Grenville M. Dodge, late an officer of 
the United States, and others, for acts done by 
them in the line of their duty, to report it back 
Without amendment, 


: I am directed by the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs, to whom was re- | 


“ty t 1 ' the judgment ? | 
moved its indefinite postponement; which was | 


| dollars. 
bance, to whom was referred the petition of 

Anson W. Aldrich, praying compensation for || 
liqnors stolen while in possession of the Gov: ; 
erument under seizure, the return of duty paid ; 


execution and levy upon his property. It is 
a case in which there is no question whatever 
of the propriety of the action of Congress in 
the premises, I believe. 


Mr. HOWE. How came General Dodge to `; 


take the cattle? He was not in the commis- 
sary department, was he? 

Mr. HOWELL, It was daring the war, and 
he took them in some way. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Under orders? i 

Mr. HOWELL. They were taken under | 
orders for the military department at the time. ., 

Mr. SHERMAN. There was a general | 
order issued requiring Army officers to seize | 
all the supplies in certain regions of country. |i 
I presume that is this case. | 

Mr. POMEROY. But not in Kansas. | 

Mr. HARLAN. This order was issued to ': 
break up cattle-stealingin the Indian territory 
with a view of protecting the Indians. The: 
cattle that were taken by order of General . 
Dodge were herds of cattle driven out of the 
Indian country into Kansas for sale. Certain | 
parties replevied the cattle, and finally got | 
judgment in one case against General Dodge. ` 


to one of the courts in lowa and docketed, | 
and execution has issued upon it. j 
Mr. HOWE. What became of the cattle | 
that were seized ? ‘i 
Mr. HARLAN. Some of them were recov- || 
ered by the parties who replevied, and some of | 
them were used by the Army. 
Mr. CONKLING. What is the amount of 


Mr. HARLAN. I do not remember the | 
exact amount. It is less than five thousand 


a HOWELL. Five thousand dollars, I | 
think. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin object to the bill? 

Mr. HOWE. No, sir. I do not want to 
interpose an objection; but I think it is a little 
extraordinary that such a bill should be pre- 
sented about which we can have so few facts 
as to the amount of the judgment, or the party 
recovering it, or why he recovered it. 

Mr. HOWELL. The amount of the judg- 
ment is stated in the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. CAMERON asked, and by unanimous 


' to which objection shall not be made. 
‘| Chair will state that since he submitted to the 
| Senate this morning the House bills and joint 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 188) to furnish medals 
to certain Pennsylvania and Massachusetts 
soldiers; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DRAKE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
876) to promote the greater efficiency of the 
Navy; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimons consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 877) 


to regulate the pensions of the Navy and Ma- 


rine corps, and for other purposes; which was 


‘read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 


tee on Naval A ffairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 878) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
establish and declare the railroad and bridges 
of the New Orleans, Mobile, and Chattanooga 
Railroad Company, as hereafter constructed, a 
pon road, and for other purposes,’’ approved 

arch 2, 1868; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
879) for the relief of the inhabitants of the city 
of Black Hawk and Central City, in the Ter- 
ritory of Colorado; which was read twice by 


‘ its title, referred to the Committee on Public 
: Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 
Mr. STEWART. I move that the bill 


(S. No. 810) to enforce the fifteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States 


` be reprinted. 


The motion was agreed to. 
AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. FERRY submitted an amendment in- 
tended to be proposed to the bill (H. R. No. 
974) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending 30th June, 1871; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

Mr. ROSS submitted an amendment in- 


:i tended to be proposed to the bill (H. R. No. 
' 1169) making appropriations for the current 


and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 


‘| ment, and tor fulfilling treaty stipulations (so 


called) with various Indian tribes for the year 


; ending June 30, 1871, and for other purposes ; 
: which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
, priations. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The mornin 


: hour has expired, and the Senate will procve 


to the consideration of bills on the Calendar 
The 


resolutions lying on his table a concurrent reso- 
lation has been received from the other House 
providing for the final adjournment of Congress 
on the 4th of July. If it is the pleasure of the 
Senate the Chair will submit that concurrent 
resolution to-morrow morning. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that it lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie onthe 
table for the pam the morning hour having 
passed, and the Chair will present it to-morow. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I understand 
that the Calendar is now in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to make 
an observation to the Senate. We have been 
now eight days, I think, upon the Calendar, 
and all this time I have been, as the Senate 
knows, very anxious to take up the legislative 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill, an 
I think it very important that the Senate should 
proceed to its consideration; but upon the sup- 
position that the Senate desire to continue thig 
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order to-day I will not interpose now, but I 
rise to give notice that. to-morrow at one o'clock 
I shall ask the indulgence of the Senate to | 
proceed with the consideration of that appro- 
iation bill. I-give this timely notice in the 


ope that the Senate will be able to-day, as i | 
: lie over. 


am sure they can if there is not mudh speaking, 
to close up the residue of the Calendar. 


SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT AT NEWARK. 


' The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will state the first business on the Calendar, - 
where the call was left off yesterday evening. 

The Secretary read the title of the first busi- 
ness on the Calendar, which was the jaint res- 
olution (H. R. No. 222) granting condemned 
guns for soldiers’ monuments at Fairmount 
cemetery, Newark, New Jersey. i 

The joint resolution was considered as in 
Committeeof the Whole. It confers authority ; 
on the Secretary of War to turn over to. the 
managers af the Fairmount cemetery, at New-, 
ark, New Jersey, six pieces of condemned iron 
or bronze guna on hand, unfit for Army pur- 
poses, for ornamentation of the soldiers’ mon- 
uments therein. 

T'he joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HINTON ROWAN HELPER. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to’ 
enter a motion to reconsider the vote on the 
passage of the bill (S. No. 789) to authorize 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 
to settle and olose the accounts of Hinton Rowan 
Helper, which was. passed yesterday. As I 
understand, ip is to enable a party tọ settle. bis 
accounts where the fees of the Government 
were wrongfully and illegally used. 

Mr. SUMNER. Was the Senator present? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I was not; | 
but { understand there was no division on the 

Mi. : : E 7 ee i 

Mr, SUMNER, | The Senator cannot make | 
the motion to reconsider unless he was present, : 

Mr. FERRY. Iwil make the motion. I. 


was here. |; 


_ be paid. 


_ My MORRILL, of Vermont. Junderstand | 
it is a case where a party as cousul had used 
the fees of the office, and then comes here and 


' tion with others. 


asks Congress to make what appears on itsface | 


as a iraudulent transaction to bea fair and legal. 
transaction. I think the precedent is wrong. 
Mr. FERRY. lhope the motion to recon- 
sider will be acted on now. ; l 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ax- | 
THOXY in the chair.) le is; moved that .the | 
vote by which Senate biti No, 789 was passed. 
be reconsidered. ee 
The motion to reconsider. was agreed to. 
Mr. WILSON. Let the bill take its place 
on the Calendar.. j 2 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, ©: The ‘bill | 
will be placed on the Catesdak (0 o> oo, 
li having been ascertained that the bill had 
been transmitted to the House of Representa- 
fives, the House was, on motion ‘of Mr. MOR- .: 
RILL, of Vermont, reqaested to return it. 
_ SISTERS OF MERCY AT CHARLESTON. 
. The bill (H, R. No. 1696) for the relief of | 
the Sisters, of Our Lady of Mercy of Charles- | 
ton, South Carolina,.was reached in its order 
on the Calendar. . = 
Mr. FERRY. Let that bill go over. 

Mr. SUMNER, Thatisa charity.. - > 
Mr. SAWYER. I hope the Senator fro 
Connecticut will allow the bill to be consid- ` 
ered at this time. ne Me 1j 

Mr. FERRY. A Senator is absent who | 
shouid. þe present when that bill is considered. | 
He addregsed the Senate on the bill when it | 
was up. before, and I am very desirous that l 
he should be present again. ; a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. | The bill. 
will be passed over. ,. ee Teis 
; Lippe FORT: LEAVENWORTH ‘RESERVATION. ` 

‘Phe next business on the Calendar was the | 
joint resolution (8. R. No. 12) authorizing the | 


i 


'i| price established. I think the result of that Oe es : : 
‘| would. be that, there would be a combination ` awaiting instructions, and for certain, extra 


| 
i 


j | 
sale of a portion of the Fort Leavenworth mil- | 
itary reservation to the Kansas Agricultural ! 
and Mechanical Association of Leavenworth 


county, in the State of Kansas, for fair grounds; 


which was read. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CAMERON. I think that had better | 


Tt is a very important matter. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator 


` from Pennsylvania objects to the further con- ; D i 
“at not less than the appraisal I see no objec- 


sideration of this joint resolution. 
Mr. CAMERON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from Penn- 

sylvania is not aware that our State desires to 


by officers appointed by the Secretary of War, 
and whatever sum they. report is proper is to 


Mr. CAMBRON. I understand that. 


` hold a fair; and this property isto be appraised - 


Mr. POMEROY. There isnocharity about | 


it. Three Secretaries of War have recom- 

mended it. I hope the Senator will not object. | 
Mr. CAMERON. I think all the Secretaries | 

of War acted very wisely in ordering it to be. 


sold to the highest bidder. That is the most > 


Mr. POMEROY. But there are some six | 
to ten thonsand acres in the tract, and this is | 


` only authority to use one hundred and twenty- 


eight and thirty hundredths acres. 

“Mr. CAMERON. I know all about that. 
J have been there and seen it. ; 

Mr. POMEROY. The county of Leaven- 
worth has made an appropriation of money to 
bay this for a fair ground for the society. 

Mr. CAMERON. It would bring a very: 
large sum of money if put up to competition. ` 


I do net know a more improving section of the || 


whole western. country than that around Leav-. 
enworth. It is a large city already and im- | 
proying-constantly, .—- N 

Mr. OMEROY. Bat this cannot be used | 
for purposes of speculation by anybody. It 
cannot be sold, but can only be used for this | 
purpose. «sy: ei 

„Mr, CAMERON. . H they-can buy it it will | 
be a speculation for the society; and if they 
are willing ta give the full, price of it they | 
would not be unwilling to came into competi- | 


| 
t 


Mr. POMEROY. İf the Senator desires to 


: valuable tract of country in the whole State of | 
| Kansas. 


Mr. CAMERON. Say “at public auction | 


to the highest bidder.” 
«Mr. POMEROY.. - 
that. 


Mr. CA 


I have. no objection to | ) 
. resolution will be passed over informally. 


MERON. I move that amendment. 


© formal 


Mr. POMEROY. Letthe Senator withdraw © 


` his objection and. have an amendment put in 


that the land sball.be sold at public auction 
instead of appraised by officers appointed: by 
theSecretary of War. The joint resolution now ` 
provides that the Secretary of Warshall appoint 
three appraisers. j i ; 
Mr. TRUMBULL, I doubt the propriety of 
that amendment unless there isa minimum j 


and understanding by which the property would | 
be bid off at public sale at a very smali sum. | 
lt woeld be like the sale of public lands at , 


| publié auction, when an acre of land that is 
© worth. five hundred dollars will only sell for . 
: $125. That is the. experience at the land 
| gales. all over the western country. ; 
|| improyements have been made and the landa | 


have become valuable no third party is per- | 
mitted tocomein and run upthe land; it would 
he as much as his life was worth. 

Mr. POMEROY. It was to avoid that that 
we put the provision into the resolution that | 
the Secretary of War should appraise the land. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ł think if it isto be sold | 


May 3, 


ae 


to prepare an amendment of this substance, 
that after the board shall have determined the 
price the land ‘shall be offered at public sale 
and not sold for a less sum than that. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That would do. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understand the resolu- 


| tion provides for land being taken at the ap- 
' praisement; but if it can be amended so as to 


be sold at public auction to the highest bidder 


` tion. 
' Mr. POMEROY. I have no objection to 


that. 

Mr. CAMERON. Let the joint resolution 
lie over informally, until I prepare an ameud- 
ment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 


: resolution will be passed over informally. 


Mr. POMEROY. I understand that the 
Clerk has an amendment now providing that 
the land be sold at public auction for not less 
than the appraised value. 

Mr. SHERMAN. How much isto be sold? 

Mr. POMEROY. One hundred and twenty- 
eight aud thirty hundredths acres, for fair 


| grounds and agricultural purposes of the 


society. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is very beautiful and 
excellent land, and I think we ought not to 
sell it. 

Mr. POMEROY. This particular tract is 


- on the south corner; it is near the bluff, the 


Senator recollects, and only a part level ground. ` 
The Leavenworth County Agricultural Society 


. take a great interest in it. All my interest in 
itis in accommodating that society and in the 


publie interest. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is to be sold to a 
private society. I think the joint resolution 
ought to be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 
passed over. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If itis sold to a county, 
State, or municipal corporation, so that it 
cannot be alienated ——_ 

Mr. POMEROY. Itis to be sold to a cor- 
poration, and it is the county society. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It may be divided up 
into lots and sold. 

Mr. POMEROY. No; itis to be forever 


| used-for that purpose and no other. If the 
- amend.the resolution by providing for selling || Senator had read the bill he would have seen 


the land at public auction, very well. that was provided against. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Letit be laid aside in- 


ly. E 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 


` J. ROSS BROWNE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 692) for the relief ot J. Ross Browne, 
late minister to China; which was considered | 
as in Committee of the Whole. It directs the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay to J. ltoss 
Browne, late minister of the Umted States to 
China, the sum of $3,715 30, in full compen- 
sation for the period from the 11th of April to 
the 3d of June, both inclusive, occupied in 


' expenses incurred by him while discharging his 


duties as minister. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations re- 
ported the bill with an amendment, to strike 
out after the word ‘* China,” in line six, the 


: following words: 


Where :. 


at.public ‘auction the Senator from Pennsyl- 


vania ought to put in a minimum price below — 
which it should not be sold. 

Mr. CAMERON. Perhaps the measure bad . 
better lie over until to-morrow, to enable us | 


i 
i 


The sum of $3,715 30, in full compensation for the 

eriod from the llth day of April to tnedd day of 

‘ane, both inclusive, occupied in awaiting jnstrac- 
tions, and for certain extra expeuses incurred by him 
while discharging his duties a3 minister. 


‘And to insert in lieu thereof the following: 


The sum of 3.774 11, in fall compensation for tho 
period from the Ith day of April to the 4th day of 
August, both inclusive, 1868. at the rate of his salury 
while waiting for orders and in transit to China, 40 
the farther sum of $2,134 in full compensation tor 
certain extra expenses incurred by him while dis- 
charging his duties as minister. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Let the report 


be read. 


The Secretary read the following report, sub- 


1870. 
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itted by Mr. Sunwsr from the Committee on 
Toren Relations on the 26th of April last : 


he Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
S recommitted Senate bill No. 692, for tho relief 
of J. Ross Browne, late minister of the United States 
to China, have had the same under consideration, i 

heg leave to report: , 
and Ross Browne, late minister of the United States ; 
to China, in petition claims compensation for the | 
period between April 11 and August 4, 1868, both in- | 
elusive,during which time he held hiscommission and 
performed actual services for the Government, and } 
a farther sam for certain extra expenses incurred by | 
him in the discharge of his duties as minister. 

On reference to the Department of State a reply, 
under date of 12th of March, 1870, was received, 
recommending allowance of compensation to Mr, ! 
Browne at the rate of his salary for the period from /: 
the llth of April, 1863, to the 3d of June, 1868, both | 
inclusive, being $1,775 30, and for the following items 
presented in his petition, namely: i 
Office rent, nine months, $50 per month $450 © 
Clerk hire for same period, at $100 per mo 900 ;' 


Gate-keeper for same period, $5 per month. 45 
Keeping express horse for same period, $5 3: 
month : i 
Expenses incurred in visiting treaty po 509 ' 
Total vscsinccassscecsasdscsssecsvessveseveoncecassososecensnsvsn D 0 


$4 
Amitem of $1,000 for“ cost of passage to and from || 
Peking in excess of expense incurred by ministers i! 
to any other Power” was disallowed by the com- }| 
mittee, 


In accordance with the recommendation of the ae 


Department of State a bill was reported provid- || 
ing for the payment to Mr. Browne of the sum of || 
$1,775 30 salary as above, and the further sum of 
$1,940 for the other items specified, being in all the 


amount of $3,715 30. i 
The Department recognized Mr. Browne’s title to 


d 

galary from June 4 to A ueu 4, 1868, both inclusive, 
under the existing law. The Comptroller of the 
Treasury, in a communication to the Secretary of 
State, under date of April 23, 1870, stated that hedid 
not think himself authorized under the existing 
law to allow for this period, but adding that he | 
thought the allowance equitable. y 

The Department of State, under dato of April 23, 

1870, in a communication to the committee, has | 

- recommended that in addition to the provision for | 
Mr. Browne, suggested by the Department in its let- 
terof April 12, 1870, allowance be made for transit 
expenses at the rate of his salary from June 4, 1868, | 
to August 4, 1868, both inclusive, being the sum of 

” $1,998 81; thus covering the period for which, accord- 
ng to the Comptroller, an alluwance would be equi- 
table. 

The committee accordingly report an amendment 
to the above-mentioned bill, allowing Mr. Browne 
$3,774 11 as salary from April 11 to August 4, 1868, 
and 1,910 for the extra expenses set forth above, 
Fiti the addition of ten per cent., or $194, for ex- 
change. 


Mr. CAMERON. I believe I was not pres- 
ent ia the Committee on Foreign Relations 
when this bill was acted upon. 1f I had been 
I think I should have objected to these allow- 
ances. To my mind they are extraordinary 
andentirely unusual, and I think also improper. 
It is unusaal that a minister should be paid for 
the time between his appointment and the time 
he reaches his place of destination. I believe 
he is ordinarily allowed $1,000 and nothing 
more. This gentleman is allowed over seven- 
teen hundred dollars for that purpose. Again, 
he is to be paid office rent during the time he 
was here and before he entered on his duties, 
as I understand the bill. Besides that he is to 
be paid for his expenses while there. In my 
short service abroad I was not allowed any 
expenses of a persoual nature. I remember Í 
bought a copy of Webster's Dictionary for the 
use of the office, and the amount was disal- 
lowed in my bills, and I made a present of it 
toa gentleman who has charge of one of the 
offices there. I think that Mr. Browne should 
be allowed his salary for the time he was actu- 
ally employed and until he returned home, giv- 
ing him, say, $1,000 for his expenses in going 
out. That is all that has been usual in other 


Q 


at the nieeting of the committee? 

Mr. CAMERON, No, I was not present. 

Mr. SUMNER. The case was before the 
Committee more than once, and it was the 
subject of correspondence between the com- 
Mittee and the Department of State. Two 
letters were received from the Department on 
questions raised in the case, and the report 
of the committee is in conformity with what 
18 represented by the Department to be the 
Usage. The committee has not transcended 


41st Cone, 2p Suss.—No. 199. 


SUMNER. My friend was not pre 


‘did not feel authorized to allow. 


‘| tion of the Department of State. 
mittee and the Department both concurred. 
| Under the circumstances, therefore, I hope 


. is great necessity that he should have whatever 


| if Mr. Browne is to have any relief at all from 


that in any respect. One item of $1,000, 
which Mr. Browne claimed, the committee 
Indeed, I 
personally told Mr. Browne that I did not 
think it had the sanction of any usage. That 
was an item of $1,000. But the other items 
of expense, considering the place where he 
was, China, and its somewhat abnormal con- 
dition, the committee felt authorized to allow, 
especially as they acted on the recommenda- 
The com- 


my friend will not interpose his objection to 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I hope the Senator from | 
Pennsylvania will allow the Senate to take 
action on this bill in some form. Mr. Browne 


' became very much embarrassed in consequence 
. of his early removal from office in China, and 


in a pecuniary point of view has been ruined. 
His property has been mortgaged, and there | 


relief Congress is disposed to give him. If 
there are any particular features in this bill to 
which the Senator or the Senate cannot con- 
sent, let those objections be considered; but 


Congress, that relief ought to be granted at an 
early day; otherwise it will be of very little 
value to him. I am very sure that under all 
the circumstances this allowance is not a very 
liberal one to him. He was detained here by 
the request of the Secretary of State, in order 
to conter with Mr. Burlingame, who was ex- | 
pected, and all his business arrangements were 
deranged, in consequence of these orders or 
requests from the Secretary of State; other- 
wise he would have gone much earlier to his | 
Ost. ; 

Mr. CAMERON. After the explanation of 
the chairman of the committee and the state- | 
ment of the Senator from Oregon, that this gen- | 
tleman was detained here by the Department, , 
of course I shall make no further opposition. 
I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would add one thing far- 
ther, which appears in the report, that the 
largest item in this allowance has the consent 
of the Comptroller of the Treasuary. The State 
Department supposed it would be paid without 
an act of Congress ; but the Comptroller, while 
recognizing its intrinsic equity, said that he did 
not feel authorized to allow it without an act 
Congress. 

Mr. COLE. I do hope that the Senator from | 
Pennsylvania will not interpose any objection 


to the speedy consideration of this bill. ji 
I have withdrawn my | 


Mr. CAMERON, 
objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment proposed by the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

The amendment was agreed to. i 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a !: 4 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. i Gorpitalstaward are here 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill ` 
(8. No. 475) to further regulate the public 
printing, and to discontinue the publication 
of books by the General Government for pop- | 
ular distribution. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. An- | 


: military departments, and chiefs of the several staff 


THONY.) This bill will be passed over. 
REDUCTION OF TOE ARMY. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


(H. R. No. 987) to reduce the number of offi- ` 


-, each case the causeof such unfitness. 
: of War is hereb 


cers in the Army of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 
Mr. WILSON. I hope the bill will be read, 
and I should be very glad to have it acted on 
to-day. Atany rate, I hope it will be read, and 
one or two amendments made to it. ts 
Mr. SUMNER. Let it be read. 
Mr. THAYER. I hope it will be read and | 
passed. i 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs report the bill with 


| an amendment in the nature of a substitute. 


' be, and he is here l 
: place on the retired list of the Army, on their own 


The Secretary will read the amendment re- 
ported by the committee. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to insert in lieu of the original House bill 


: the following: 


That the President be, and heis hereby, authorized 
and directed, on or bef 


ore the Ist day of July, 1871, 
to reduce the number of enlisted men in the Army to 
twenty-five thousand, and therea(ter there shall ha 
no more than twenty-five thousand enlisted men in 
the Army at any one tims. unless otherwise author- 
ized by law. $ 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, at his discretion, 
honorably to discharge from theservice of the United 
States, officers of the Army who may apply therefor, 
on or before the lst of October; and such officers 
so discharged under the provisions of this act shall 
be entitled to receive, in addition to the pay and 
allowances due them at the date of their discharge, 
as follows: officers who have served more than ten 
years, two years’ pay and allowances; officers who 
have served more than five years and less than ten 
years, one and one-half year’s pay and allowances ; 
officers who. have served less than five years, one 
year’s pay and allowances. ` 

Suc. 3. And beit further enacted, That the President 

eby, authorized, at his discretion, to 


application, any commissioned officers who have 
been thirty years in tho service; and theofficers who 
may be retired by virtue of this section shal] be 
entitled to the samo pay and emoluments as are now 


: allowed or may hereafter bo allowed to officers retired 


from active service. 
Src. 4, And be it further enacted, That the proviso 


: of the sixteenth section of the act approved August 


| 
|. 
| 
\| 


3, 1861, limiting the number of officers on the retired 
list to seven per cent. of the whole number of exist- 
ing officers, be, and the same is hereby, repealed; and 
hereafter the number of officers who may be retired 
in accordance with existing laws shall be in the dis- 
cretion of the President: Provided, That the whole 
number on the retired list shall at no time exceed 
threo hundred. | 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the offices 


, of General and Lieutenant General of the Army shall 
continue until a vacancy shall occur in the same, and 


no longer; and when such vacancy shall occur in 


| either of said offices, immediately thereupon all laws 


and parts of laws creating said office shall become 
inoperative, and shall, by virtue of this act, from 
thenceforward be construed as repealed. , 
SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That no appoint- 
ment to the grade of major general shall be made 
until the number of officers of this grade is reduced 
to three ; after which appointments to this grade shall 
be made in the manner now provided for by law. 
Sc. 7. And be it further enacted, That no appoint- 
ment to the grade of brigadier general shall be made 


‘until tho number of officers of this grade is reduced 


to six; after which appointments to this grade shall 
be made in the manner now provided for by law. 
Suc. 8. And be it further enacted, That whenever a 
vacancy shall occur in the offices of Adjutant Gen- 
eral, Quartermaster General, Commissary General 
of Subsistence, Chief of Ordnance, Chief of Engineers, 
Paymaster General, Surgeon General, and Judge 
Advocate General, such vacancy shall be filled by 


i the appointment, according to existing laws, of an 


officer who shall have the rank and 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the grade of 
regimental commissary in the several cavalry regi- 
ments is hereby abolished; and the lieutenants now 
holding the appointments of regimental commissary 
may bo assigned for duty to companies of their regi- 
ments, and shall fillthe first vacancies that may occur 
in their respective grades of first or second lieutenant 
in the regiments to which they now belong; and 


ay of a colonel. 


: nothing herein contained shall affect their relative 


js 


; non-commissioned officers shall 


: commands deem 


‘| shall so elect, in preference to rem 


© brigadier 


rank with other lieutenants of their grade. 
Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the grades 
of regimental commissary sergeant and regimental 
A yabolished. Thenumber 
of corporals in each company of cavalry, artillery, 
and infantry, shall be reduced to four, and the said 
ave the privilege 
ge, with full pay 
e thereof, if they 
h aining in the ser- 
vice in guch other grades as may bo assigned to them 
by the Secretary of War. 
SEC. ll. And be it further enacted, That the General 
of the Army, commanding officers of the several 


of receiving an honorable dischar 
and allowances to the actual dat 


departmentsof the Army shall, assoon as practicable 
after the passage of this act, forward to the Secretary 
of War a list of officers serving in their respective 
ed by them unfit for the proper dis- 
duties, setting forth specifically in 
he Secretary 
y authorized and directed to consti- 
ard, to consist of one major general, one 
general, and three colonels, three of said 
officers to be selected from among those appointed to 
the regular Army on account of distinguished ser- 
vices in the volunteer force during the late war ; and 


charge of their 


tute a bo. 


;: on recommendation of such board the President ma 


wholly retire any of the said officers so reported wit 
one year’s pay. 

SEC. 12. And be tt further enacted, That all vacan- 
cles now existing, or which may hereafter occur, in 
the cavalry, artillery, or infantry, shall be filled by 
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the supernumerary officers of infantry, until the en- 

tire numbor of such officers shall be absorbed; and 

whenever vacancies exist in the grade of second | 
lieutenant in any company of cavalry, artillery, or | 
infantry an additional first lieutenant shall be as- | 
signed to such company, in lien of the appointment | 
of the sccond lieutenant, until the supernumerary : 
first icutenants of infantry shall be absorbed. : 


pernumerary officers shall remain atter the above 
provisions are carried into effect, they shall bo fur- 


i liver to 
Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, Thatif any su- |: 
i and provided that the fact, date, and amount of such | 
. settlemont shail first be clearly written across the | 


loughed, at half pay, until they are assigned to fill | 
; attested by the signature of the accounting officer. 


vacancies occurring in the cavalry, artillery, and 
infantry regiments; or they shail be discharged with 
one year’s pay and allowances. 

Src. 14. And be it further enacted, That tho profess- 
ors at the United States Military Acndemy may be 
retired frog activo service and placed on the retired 
list in the same mannor and for the same reasons as , 
is or may be provided by law for the retirement of 
officers of the Army; and any professor so retired 
shall be entitled to receive as retired pay seventy- 
five per cent. of the salary he was receiving at tho 
time of his retirement. 

Src. 15. And be tt further enacted, That the pay of 
the officersofthe Army shall be as follows: the pay of 


Sro. 23. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
where it has become necessary for any officer or en- 
listed man of the Arwy to file his evidence of honor- 
able discharge from the military service of the United 
States, to secure the settlement of his accounts, the 
accounting officer with whom it has been filed shall, 
upon application by said officer or enlisted man, de- 

im such evidence of honorable discharge; 
providing his accounts shall have been duly settled, 


facc of such evidenco of honorable discharge, ard 


SEC. 24. And be tt further enacted, That the system 
of regulations for the government of the armies of 


` the United States now in force shall be. recognized, , 
- so far as the same is applicable to the service; and 


that the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to make, with the approbation of the Pres- 


| ident, such revision and alteration of the samo as 


muy be expedient and proper, and not in conflict 


! with any law of the United States. 
Sec. 25. And be tt further enacted, That section | 


the General shall be $12,000a year; Lieutenant Gen- |: 


eral shall be $10,000 year; the pay of major general 
shall be $7,500; the pay of brigadier general shall be 
$5,000; the pay of colonel shali be $3,500; the pay of 


lieutenant colonel shat! be $3,000; the pay of major |. 


shali be $2,500; the pay of captain, mounted, shall 
be $2,000; the pay of captain, not mounted, shall be 
$1,800; the pay of adjutant shall be $1,800; the pay of | 
regimental quartermaster shall be $1,800; tho pay | 
of first lieutenant, mounted, shall be $1,600; the pay | 
of first lieutenant, not mounted, shall be $1,500; the 
pay of second lieutenant, mounted, shall bo $1,500; 
the pay of second lieutenant, not mounted, shail be 
€1,400: the pay of chaplain shall be $1,400; the pay 
of aide-de-camp to major general shall be $200 per 
annum in addition to pay of his rank; the pay of 
aide-de-camp to brigadier general shal! be $150 per 
annum in addition to pay of his rank; the pay of 
acting assistant commissary, and acting assistant 
quartermaster shall be $100 in addition to pay of : 
their rank; and there shall be allowed and paidto 
each and every commissioned officer below the rank : 
of brigadier genoral, including chaplains and others 
having assimilated rank or pay, ten per cent. of 
their current yearly pay for each and every term of | 
five years’ service: Provided, That the total amount 
of such increase for length of service shall in no 
case exceed forty percent. on the yearly pay of his 
grade as established by this act: And provided fur- 
ther, That the pay of a colonel shall in no case ex- 
ceed $4,000 per annum, nor the pay of a lieutenant 
colonel $3,600 per annum, nor the pay of a major | 
$3,000 per annum ; and these sumsshall be in full of 


ali commutation of quarters, fuel, forage, servants’ || 


wages and clothing, longevity rations, and all allow- 
ances of every nameand nature whatever: Provided, 
That fuel, quarters, and forage in kind, may be issued | 
to officers by the quartermaster’s department, asnow 
allowed by law and regulations: And provided fur- 
ther, That when any officer shall travel under orders, 
and shall not be furnished transportation by the | 
quartermaster’s department, or on a conveyance be- 
longing to or chartered by the United States, he shall 
be allowed ten cents per mile, and no more, for each 
mile actually by him traveled under such order, dis- 
tances to be calculated according to the nearest post | 
routes, and no payment shall be made to any officer | 
except by a paymaster of the Army. Officers retired | 


from active service shall receive seventy-five per ;; 


cent. of the pay of the rank upon which they retired. | 
Src. 16. And be it further enacted, That the pay and 
allowances of tho enlisted men of the Army shall re- 


and it shall be unlawful for any officer to use any 
enlisted man as a servant in any case whatever. 

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That section sec- 
ond of the act entitled “An act making appropria- | 
tions for the support of the Army for the year ending | 
June 30, 1868, and for other purposes,” approved 


| 
main as now fixed by law until the 30th of Jane, 1871; I 
| 


d 
| 
Sec. 18. And bet further enacted, That the President ' 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized | 
to drop from the rolls of the Army for desertion any | 
officer who is now or who may hereafter be absent | 
from duty three months without leave; and any offi- 
cer so dropped shall forfeit all pay and allowances | 
due or to beoome due, and shall not be eligible for | 
reappointment. | j 
SEC. 19. And beit further enacted, That no officer of | 
the artillery corps below the grade of field officer ! 
shall hereafter be promoted to ahigher grade before | 
having passed a satistactory examination before a : 
board of three artillery officers senior to him in rank, | 
to be appointed by the Secretary of War. : 
SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That the sixth | 
section of the act approved March 3, 1869, prohibit- : 


thirty-seven of the act entitled ‘* An act to increase 


and fix the military pence establishment of the Uni- , 
ted States,” approved July 28, 1860, be, and the same . 


is hereby, repealed. 
Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That the Scere- 


taries of War and the Navy bo, and they are hereby, :į 


authorized and directed so to arrange the course of 


studies and the order of recitations at the Military ` 


and Naval Academies that the students in said insti- |: 


‘ tutions will not be required to pursue their studies 


on Sunday; nor shall they be required to take part 
in drills or parades on that day. 

SEC. 27. And be tt further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of War be authorized to issue, at his discretion 


and under proper regulations to be prescribed by him, | 
out of any small-arms or pieces of field artillery i 


i belonging to the Government and which can bespared 
for that purpose, such number of the same as may | 


appear to be required for military instruction and 


practice by the students of any college or university, | 


under the provisions of section twenty-six of the 


act to increase and fix the military peaco establish- | 


ment of the United States; the Secretary to require © 
, a bond in each case in double the value of tho prop- | 


erty for the care and safe-keeping thoreofand forthe 


' return of the same when required. 


$ 


ing new appointments and promotions in certain ` 


staff corps and departments of the Army, be, and the || 


same is hereby, repealod, so far as the same applies , 
to the medical and quartermaster’s departmentsand , 
the corps of engineers. ! 
Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That it shall not | 
be lawful for any officer of the Army of the United | 
Stateson the active list to hold any civil office,whether | 
by election or appointment; and any such officer | 
aceepting or exercising the functions of a civil office | 
shall at once cease to be an officer of the Army, and 
hig commission shall be vacated thereby. i 
EC. 


to duty as additional second lieutenants or brevet | 


i 
second lieutenants of the graduates of the Military |: 
i 


Academy. 


22. And be it further enacted, That nothing in |: 
this act shall be construed to preventthe assignment || 


Src. 28, Aad be ü further enacted, That from and 
after the passage of this act the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to permit one trading 
establishment to be maintained at any military post 
on the frontier, not in the vicinity of any city or 
town, when in his judgment such establishment is 


| needed for the accommodation of emigrants, freight- 


ers, and other citizens; and the persons to maintain 
such trading establishments shall be appointed by 
him: Provided, That such traders shall be under pro- 
tection and military control as camp followers. The 
joint resolution approved March 30, 1864, to author- 
ize the commanding General of the Army to permit 
traders p romain at certain military posts is hereby 
repealed. 


Mr. WILSON. The Committee on Military 
Affairs propose to strike out the twenty-third 


| and twenty-fourth sections of the amendment 


as printed. We have enacted one of them 


into a law. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those sec- 
tions will be stricken out if there be no objec- 


tion. 
Mr. WILSON. I move to strike out the 


|| twenty-seventh section, now made section | 
twenty-five, as we have already enacted it into | 


a Jaw since this bill was reported. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
will be stricken out. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that amendment this 
whole printed bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All that has 
been read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I move to strike 
out section twenty-four of the amendment giv- 


ing the Secretary of War power to establish | 
' regulations for the government of the Arm 


Bir. WILSON. I have already stricken that 


out. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That sec- | 


tion has been stricken out by the committee 
reporting the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I move to amend the 
amendment by substituting for section fourteen 
the following: 


That the professors at the United States Military 
Academy whose service in the Army and at the 
Academy exceeds twenty-five years shall have the 
assimilated rank and pay of colonel of engineers ; 
and those whose like service is fess than twenty-five 
and exceeds fifteen years shall have the assimilated 
rank and pay of lieutenant colonel of engineers; and 
said profemors are hereby placed on the sume footing 
as all other officers of the Army as regards retirement 
froin active service. 


That section | 
The question is on agree- | 
l ing to the amendment proposed by the com- | 


March 2, 1867, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. | mittee as a substitute for the House bill. 


a 


| 
i 
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| of the Whole. 
i is directed by the bill to place on the pension- 


May 3, 


Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, this bill, in 
my judgment, is too important to be passed or 
to be acted upon while the Senate is engaged 
in the present order of business. It cannot be 
passed without a great deal of discussion, and 
therefore I feel constrained to object to its 


Mr. WILSON. L[hope the Senator will let 
us go on and perfect the bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


ation of the bill. 

Mr. DRAKE. I should be very glad to 
answer the appeal of the chairman of the Com- 
mitteeon Military Affairs, but I feel constrained 
to object to the consideration of the bill while 
this order of business is being acted upon, not 
a moment longer, of course. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre- 
tary will read the next bill. 

THOMAS CLAIR. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1337) granting a pension to Thomas 
Clair; which was considered as in Committee 
The Secretary of the Interior 


roll, subject to the provisions and limitations 
of the pension laws, the name of Thomas 
Clair, father of Robert Clair, late a private in 


| company D, twenty-seventh regiment United ` 
pany y 


States infantry, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, from and after its passage. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What is the amount of 
that pension ? 

Mr. SPENCER. Bight dollars a month. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


WILBERFORCE UNIVERSITY. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 181) for the benetit 
of Wilberforce University ; which was read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It isa direction to the Com- 
missioner of the Bureau of Refugees, Freed- 
men, and Abandoned Lands, out of the fund 
in the bureau for the education of freedmen, 
to pay to Wilberforce University, situated in 
Greene county, Ohio, the sum of $25,000, in 
aid of the objects of the institution. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to hear 
some explanation of this resolution. 

Mr.SHERMAN. There is areport accom- 
panyingit; let it be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, 
submitted by Mr. Drake from the Committee 
on Education and Labor on the 26th of April: 

The Committe on Education and Labor, to whom 
were referred numerous petitions praying Congress 
to appropriate $50,000 in aid of Wilberforce Univer- 
sity, in Ohio, bave had thesame under consideration, 


and beg leave to submit the following report: 
This institution is recommended to tho liberality 


‘of Congress by the joint resolutions of the Legisla- 


ture of the State of Ohio, in addition to which peti- 
tions are presented from citizens of the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, and 
Kentucky. The committee on federal relations of 
the house of representatives of Ohio visited the insti- 
tution, and made to that Legislature a report in re- 
gard to it, which, as containing authentic informa- 
tion, we beg leave herewith to present, as follows: 
*Î'he committee on federal relations, to whom was 
referred house joint resolution No. 12, asking for an 
appropriation by Congress for Wilberforce Univer- 
sity, having had the same under consideration, beg 
leave to submit the following report: ; 
“Wilberforce University issituated in Greene coun- 
ty, Ohio, about three miles {rom Xenia, at the place 
formerly knownas Tawawa springs. It wagorganize 
in 1863. Though designed for the special education 
of colored youth, its charter prohibits all distinctions 
on account of race or color among trustees, faculty, 
or students. The present faculty consists of five per- 
sons, two white and three colored, and all the atu- 
dents are colored. On the 1th day of April, 1865, 
the building was burned to the ground, whether by 
an incendiary or not will probably never be ascer- 
tained, although this is supposed to be the case. 
Tho trustees, among whom is Jobn Cousins, acolored 
iman of great energy and perseverance, are now 
laboring to finish the new building, which has been 
commenced and so far advanced that a part of it can 
be used for schuol purposes. The whole foundation 
of this new structure is of substantial white lime- 


1870. 
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coed. and the west wing about half finished. 


has contracted a debt of $6,000 in order to do this 


much. 
on tte nee t d dollars moro. 

‘ty-five thousand dol! 0 
oN members of your committce, Messrs, Ward, 
Van Vorhes, Sifford, Fitch, and Baber, on February 


To complete and furnish tho entire building . 
proposed will require from thirty-five 


13, 1870. visited the institution and found ittaboring ` 


under greatdifficuliy. The wallsareyet unplastere i, 


and the building, inside and out, looks cheerless and . 


dreary. The chapel is not in a condition to boused, 
and only two of the recitation rooms are fit for use. 
There are lifty-two acres of ground attached to it, 
which needs some improvement, and which could be 
made excecdingly pleasant by the expenditure of a 
email amount of money. Notwithstanding theso 
disadvantages with which both faculty and students 
have tu contend, there seems to bea very laudable 
desire on the part of both to make the institution a 
guccess; and it may be fairly anticipated that tho 
realisation of their desire will be assured by the 
adoption of the resolution and the favorable action 
of Congress in the premises. From what your com- 
mittee have learned from the Rev. Bishop Payne, 


president of tho university, and acolored man of — 


great research and ability, the present indebtedness 
and the amount necessary tó complete tho building 
will be more than they can raise unless they have 
aid from their friends. It is well known that the 
colored people of this State aro as a class in cir- 
cumstances which will not allow us to hope that any 
great pecuniary aid can be obtained from them. 
“While visiting the university classes in mathe- 
matics, Latin, and chemistry were reviewed by Pro- 
fessor Howard, a gentleman of considerable expe- 


rience in educational matters in Massachusetts, and | 


candor compels us to admit that the students in all 
of these, with bat few exceptions, acquitted them- 
selves very creditably to themselves and their in- 
structors. Four compositions were read by four of 
the female students, which, it is according but just 
praise to say, would compare favorably with like 
efforts by those who have had equal opportunities 
in the female seminaries of the State. 

“ The whole number of students, male and female, 
is ninety-two. A catalogue of the studies pursued 


and number in each class is appended to this re- ; 


port, 

“Whatever differonces of opinion may be enter- 
tained as to the propriety of extending the elective 
franchise to the colored race of the State, but one 
opinion can be entertained by these who have any 
claim to liberal views as to the wisdom, indeed, the 
absolute necessity, of encouraging that race in any 
and all attempts to improve their mental culture by 
the establishment not only of primary schools, but 
by fitting them to be teachers of their own race. The 
latter is one of the objects, if not the main object, 
of this university. ect : 
more if the duties of full citizenship shall ) 
ferred upon them. It cannot be denied that with 
our present habits of society it is much better that 
separate schools should be established for the educa- 
tion of the colored race.. Whether the social dis- 
tinctions which exist are owing to any actual supe- 
riority of the white race, or to mere prejudice of 
color, it is not necessary for us to decide. We must 
deal with the fact as we find it, and it is & notorious 
fact that the colored children have not the same 
facilities for acquiring cither the rudiments of an 
English education, or the higher scientific branches 
that the whites have. Letus then assist them. There 


is nothing so absolutely indispensable to the exist- |! 


ence of a republic as the intelligence of her people. 
The constitution of the State enjoins upon us the en- 


This necessity will be felt the | 
be con- : 


couragement of sebools. Let us, then, obey thespirit | 


of the constitution. b 
they are most needed. In view of these facts, we think 
this institution commends itself to our favorable 
consideration and activeencouragement. Informa- 
tion has been received by your committee thatthere 
is hope that the appropriation may be obtained if 
early action shall be taken. : 

è therefore recommend the adoption of the 
Preamble and resolutions as amended.’ 

This report was the basis of the action of the Ohio 

slatare in favor of this institution. 

After a careful examination of all the facts in the 
case this committee are of the opinion that it would 
e more for the benefit of the colored race in the 
i‘ nited States to appropriate a portion of the fund 
heretofore accumulated for the education of the 

reedmen to the gupport of such an institution as 

ilberforce Univerzity than to disseminate it in 
Small sums thro gh numerous schools in the Soath. 

n developing Wilberforce University the colored 
perle have exhibited great energy and fidelity. It 

2 evidently the confidence of ‘the colored citizens, 
Jet only in the northern States, butin the southern. 

fan a condition, with moderate help, to become 
‘established on a permanent basis, and to exert a 
t rece jofuence py, the Cuestion pe colored 

i e sent to la - 
ulation of the South. or among the colored pop 
th pon inquiry the committee find that the fund for 
` e education of freedmen, now under the control 
a e Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Aban- 
S ne Lands, is about one bundred and fifty thou- 
i i dollars; and they are of the opinion that it 
mou bea permanent benefit to the colored race to 
Wiopriate $25,000 of this tund for the benefit of 
tforce University ; and they accordingly report 


herewith a joint resolution to that effect. 


Mr. PATTERSON. 
Oppose the passage of this bill; but I rise to 
&x one or two questions of the chairman of 


encouraging schools where |i 


I am not disposed to | 


one hundred and sixty by forty-four feet is | the Committee on Education and Labor re- 
t | specting it. 


Before doing so I would say just 
a word. 


coats this Government nothing. It furthers the 
administration of a fund which the Government 


There are not, as stated in the report i created for the education of the freedmen; and 


just read, $150,000 now remaining of the educa- || I should hope that the Senate would not see 


tional fund of the Freedmen’s Bureau; there 
are only about one hundred thousand dollars. 


About the time the last report was made there | 


were $140,000, but that has heen very much 
lessened by subsequent expenditures. 
Mr. DRAKE. I got my information. from 
the bureau. 
' Mr. PATTERSON. 
_the bureau. I think itis a very fair question 


i} 
i! 


serious objection to allowing this much of the 
fund to take this course. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I would like to inquire 


| whetherthe Senator from Missouri would have 


| any objection to an amendment ‘that a like 


Ihave mine also from ` 


' to be considered whether the funds of this | 
: bureau should be expended in establishing | 


and maintaining these high institutions of 


. pose any such amendment. 


-tearning or not. I am rather of the opinion , 


that these funds should have been expended 


sum of $25,000 is hereby appropriated out of 
the Treasury in aid of each institution of learn- 
ing in the United States where no distinction 
is made on account of race or color?” 

Mr. DRAKE. Most manifestly the Senator 
from Illinois does not desire or intend to pro- 
Here is a fund 
appropriated by law for the education of this 


- particular class of people, and here is an insti- 


from the first in providing for the means of | 


educating the great mass of the colored chil- 
dren of the country, in providing for them 
common school edueation instead of collegiate 
education, either in the southern States or the 
_northern States. Iam inclined to think that 
these funds should be expended inthe southern 
States for the education of the common chil- 
dren in common schools rather than in the 
northern States. I shorld like to know from 


bureau or by private contributions. 

| Mr. DRAKE. Wilberforce University is an 
(| institution that has been in existence in the 
" State of Ohio fora number of years. As stated 
in the report, the reason why there is any appli- 
cation whateverto Congress in the matter is that 
i some part of their buildings was destroyed by 


ad as 


i. fire some years ago, and they have been so far | 
|| the young colored people from Kentucky and 


f 


ii with all their efforts unable to rebuild it. 
Now, I will state for the information of the 
| Senator from New Hampshire, and every other 
| Senator who wishes to have information about 
|i it, that as an original proposition to appro- 
|! priate $25,000 to this institution out of the 
. Treasury of the United States it is not at all 
probable that the Committee on Education and 
Labor would have regarded it favorably. But 
this is the position taken by the committee: 
| money has been heretofore appropriated out 
| of the Treasury for the education of the freed- 
: men and placed in the custody of the Freed- 


at the discretion of the Freedmen’s Bureau in 
the education of the colored people in the South. 
It is a fund which bas been devoted by the 
action of the nation, through its Congress, to 
the education of the people of the South. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to ask the 
Senator a question there. Does he say that 
| the Congress of the United States has ever 
appropriated money out of the Treasury for 
the education of the colored people? 

Mr. DRAKE. Perhaps it was not out of 
; the Treasury, but it took money that was on 
i the way to the Treasury. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It was money arising 
from the sale of abandoned lands that has 
been used in that region of country. 

Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is on a very dif- 
ferent principle. 

Mr. DRAKE. Very well, sir. Itis money 
that would have gone into the Treasury but 
for that law. Itis money which Congress has 
appropriated or directed to be applied to the 
| education of the freedmen. Now, when the 
freedmen themselves in large numbers came 
and petitioned us to help this institution in Ohio 
it was upon the principle that there were being 
educated year after year the very pick and 
choice of the colored boys and young mien of 
the South to go back into the South as teach- 
| ers of the colored children; and for that rea- 
son we considered that the probability wasthat 
we could do more good to the colored people 
of the South by helping this institution that was 
to supply them with teachers than we could do 
| by scattering this $25,000 in small amounts 
| over the South. There is the whole case. It 


the chairman of the committee if this institu- _ 
, tion was founded originally by the funds of this | 


| men’s Bureau ; that money has been expended | 


' to make a suggestion. 


il 
jt 
| 

ji 
Ei 
| 

| 
i 
! 


tution to educate teachers for that particular 
class, It is only a question with us whether that 
money shall go to the South for little schools, 


` or whether this much shall be devoted to pro- 


viding teachers for the little schools. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. As far as I can under- 
stand the principle upon which this billis based 
it has simply been the principle that no dis- 
tinction is made in the Wilberforce University 


‘| in the education of children on account of race _ 


or color. I believe the words ‘previous con- 
dition of servitude’’ are left out. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My friend will allow me 
This school was estab- 
lished for the education nearly exclusively of 
children from the southern States. I suppose 
the State of Ohio is not any more interested 
in it, nor has it many more scholars there, than 
some other States. It is in the southern part 
of our State, and ever since its organization 


‘Tennessee have been educated there ; and now, 
I am told, a very large majority of the young 
men that are being educated there are eman- 
cipated slaves from the southern States, and 
very few of them are from Ohio, although a 
great part of the gratuities thus far given to 
this very flourishing institution till it was par- 
tially destroyed by fire were given by the peo- 
ple of the immediate region in which the insti- 
tution exists. This is an institution for the 
education of the young men in the southern 
States of the very class of people for whom the 
money now set apart is appropriated. There 
is no doubt about that. 

As to the wisdom of the appropriation of 
money for this particuiar school, as against a 
variety of common schools in the South, that 
isa question upon which every Senator can 
judge. My own opinion is that this normal 
school—for that is the nature of it—for col- 
ored people is of more service to the race in 
the southern States than the establishment of 
twenty or thirty common schools, because it 
furnishes them teachers who are willing to 
teach that racein the South. The great trouble 
in the education of colored children in the South 
is to get teachers; the white people generally 
do not engage in the business, with the excep- 
tion of a considerable number of ladies who 
have gone South. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I thonght the recom- 
mendation of this institution, in the eyes at 
least of the Senator from Missouri, was that 
no distinction was made on account of race or 
color. TheSenator from Ohio tells us that this 
is an institution for the education of colored 
people—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. A committee of the Ohio 
Legislatare, composed of both parties, say that 
under their rules there is no distinction on 
account of color, but practically white people 
do not go there because there are other schools 
to which they can go. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it is very objec- 
tionable if practically there isa distinction there 
on account of race or color. That would cer- 
tainly command the attention of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner.] If any 
bill of that kind in passing here so that prac- 


tically—— 
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Mr. DRAKE. The practical difference, I 
would suggest to the Senator from Illinois, is 
that the white people do not choose to go there, 
but they are at liberty to go there if they please, 


just exactly as in the case of the Illinois col- | 
lege, with which the Senator is perfectly famil- , 


iar, the colored people do not choose to go, 
though they may have the liberty to go there. 

Now, Mr. President, as the Senator from 
Illinois has had his own sport out of this mat- 
a I hope the Senate will agree to pass the 

LUEEN 

Mr. SUMNER. As I have been referred 
to, | should like to ask the Senator from Illi- 
nois if there are any words of exclusion in the 
charter of this society or institution? Are any 
persons excluded on aceount of color? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand the Sen- 
ator from Ohio to say that practically in its 
workings it operates in that way. I thought 

robably the Senator from Massachusetts would 
te able to devise some amendment that would 
get rid of that practical operation. ‘They have 
an institution in this city, a medical society, 
that does not make apy distinction in its charter 
on account of color, but we know practically 
trom the Senator from Massachusetts that there 
has been difficulty in that respect, and he pro- 

oses to repeal the charter. I did not know 
Dat that he might suggest a repeal of the char- 
ter of the Wilberforce University, if practically 
it is operating to the exclusion of white men, 
although there is nothing in the charter that 
prohibits white persons from being received. 

But really, Mr. President, there is no prin- 
ciple upon which this bill can stand. Unless 
the Congress of the United States is prepared 
to appropriate money to all colleges and insti- 
tutions of Jearning throughout the country 
there is no basis on which this bill can be 
supported. The principle upon which we took 


charge of the colored people of the South at | 
the close of the war is a very different thing . 


from this. Then some three or four millions 
of persons who had been in slavery all their 


lives were made free in the midst of their mas- |. 


ters, who were hostile to their freedom, and it 
was necessary that the General Government 
at the close of the war, and as a part of the 
war policy of the country for securing the free- 
dom of those persons, should temporarily take 
charge of them in that locality; and where 


ing in the Senate which will make over all 
these funds, except that part which is to be 
| devoted to the subject of education, to the 
War Department, and the entire administra- 


tion of what has heretofore come under this | 


bureau will be by that bill made over to the 
War Department, and that part which is to be 
appropriated for education will be made over 
to the Bureau of Education. . 
Mr. DRAKE. I beg the Senator from Illi- 
nois, before he resumes the floor on this sub- 


ject, torememberthat if the fund betransferred — 


to the Bureau of Education, as stated by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, it is to go on 
with this same work down there in the South 
for that purpose, and now the question is sim- 
ply whether it is wise and expedient to take 
$25,000 of the money to help this institution 
that is to provide colored teachers for the 


South. 
Mr. PATTERSON. Iwill say that it is no 
part of the duty of the Bureau of Education, or 


will not be any part of their duty under that . 
bill, to make appropriations to colleges either : 


at the North or South. 
Mr. DRAKE. No. 
Mr. PATTERSON. But simply to assist in 


establishing common Schools for the education | 


of the common colored people. 
i Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
dent 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand several 
Senators are going to speak on the bill, and 
it had better go over. 

Mr. MORKILL, of Vermont. I am sur- 
prised that there should be any serious oppo- 
sition to this bill. Has the necessity for edu- 
cating a whole race been done away with by 
the expiration of three or four years? If it 

. was important in 1865 and 1866 that this race 
should be educated, is it any less important 
now? And here is a mere remnant of what 
has already been appropriated for the educa- 


i| tion of this race, which the Committee on Edu- ` 


i! cation propose to rescue and devote to a more 


important purpose. 


| sition, only asking twice as much as the com- 


‘| mittee propose to give. 


lands in the southern States had been aban- : 
doued by their rebel owners and reverted to ` 
the Government of the United States the Gov- . 
ernment made use of those lands for the pur- | 


pose of placing upon them, in many instances, 


this colored population, and they made use of . 


other tracts of land for the purpose of educat- 
ing and preparing them for freedom. 

Bat, sir, that was understood at the time to 
be a temporary policy. When we passed the 
Freedmen’s Bureau bill, which I was in favor 


of and took an active part in the passage of, : 


we passed it as a mere temporary measure. It 
was never intended to be permanent. We 
have prolonged it longer than was at first an- 


ticipated. But the principle upon which the ` 
I: 


lation was a great national question growing |. 


Government took charge of this colored popu- 


out of the war, and not upon the principle of 
educating the people of the country by appro- 

riations made by Congress. This fand which 
1s said to be on hand—I do not know where it 
is now—— 

Mr. DRAKE. In the hands of the Freed- 
men’s Bureau. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Has not the Freedmen’s 
Bureau expired? 

Mr. DRAKE. The educational branch of 
it was specifically reserved in the act of Con- 
gress which abolished the bureau. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Till when? 

Mr. DRAKE. Indefinitely ; until thismoney 
is exhausted, I suppose. ‘The money is inthe 
hands of the Commissioner of the Freedmen’s 
Boreau. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I will say to the Sena- 
tor from Illinois that there is a bill now pend- 


a free State in order to get an education, and 


they prefer thisin Ohio, which has been estab- | 
This : 


lished for years, to any and all others. 
measure makes no new appropriation, but it 
merely diverts an existing appropriation to 
what the committee deem to be a higher and 
a nobler purpose. And while gratified at the 
exhibition of humor here this morning, I must 
say that I am surprised at any hostility to the 
proposition presented. 


Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, I think this bill | 
ii wrong in principle, and that it ought not to 


pass, both for reasons applicable tothe proper 


, use of the public money and for reasons appli- |: 


cable to the proper treatment of the youth of 
the colored race. I think that the abstraction 
of $25,000 from the common schools of the 
southern States to be appropriated to a north- 
; ern college is a wrong never intended—— 


| Mr. SHERMAN. I hope my friend will 


| allow me to correct that misapprehension. || 
I assure | 


He says this is a northern college. 
i him that this institution was started for the 
| education mainly of young men from the south- 
| ern States. He calls it a northern college. It 
| was located in Ohio simply because the laws 
| of the slave States, when it was located, would 

not allow or tolerate its location in the south- 
| ern States. It is not, therefore, an Ohio col- 
: lege, or even a northern college ; it isa college 
; designed to educate young men as teachers in 
‘the South. That is its purpose now, and it 
' simply took refuge in Ohio because there the 
i laws protected it. These young men are just 
| as much residents of the South and educated 
ı for the South as if the college was located in 


Mr. Presi- | 


Is it not important that | 
i| we have colored teachers? Will they not be 

more efficient than any others in the South? |, 
And from every State in the South have come | 
here loads of petitions in favor of this propo- || 


They think it is im- |; 
portant for their colored young men to go into |! 
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Kentucky, where we know public opinion 
would not tolerate it at the time. 
Mr. FERRY. Mr. President 
Mr. HOWE. It is evident that this is going 
to lead to more debate, and the rule does not 
i| contemplate that. It had better go over, 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I would like to have a 
| vote, simply because Bishop Payne is here 
| taking great interest in it, and it ought to be 
' disposed of. 
: Several Senators. Let us vote. 
Mr. SUMNER. Does anybody object ? 
Mr. FERRY. Yes, sir. 
-~ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
` resolution will be passed over. 


SUCCESSION TAX, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 830) for the relief of the Drew The- 
ological Seminary of Madison, New Jersey, re- 
ported adversely by the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. POMEROY. That being an adverse 
report, I think the bill had better be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. HARLAN. No; I think the bill ought 
to be passed. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator can hardly 
expect to defeat an adverse report by unani- 
; mous consent. 

Mr. HARLAN. I do not think it is sus- 
| ceptible of discussion. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will hear the bill read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can state to the Senate 
in a few words the facts with regard to this 
matter. The Drew University paid $6,000 
tax under the laws of the United States, and 
now ask to have it refunded. Under the laws 
of the United States it was properly collected 
atthe time. The same tax was imposed on 
all other successions under similar circum- 
stances. We have reported a bill to repeal 
the law which levied the tax, but it takes effect 
: in the future. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Are you going to pay back 
all the taxes you have got? 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘This bill proposes to 
refund the $6,000 paid. The Committee on 
. Finance were of opinion that we ought not to 
go back and refund money, for if we commence 
i doing it we shall have to refund the whole suc- 
| cession tax, and we cannot attempt to draw nice 
il 


distinctions as between the charities that have 
paid this money. Of course we do not want 
| to stand in the way of Drew University orany 
other good college or institution of learning. 

Mr. HARLAN, I understand that there is 
probably no other just such caseasthis. This 
is a double tax, as [understand it. Whenthe 
lands were bought, on the deed for which the 
stamps amounted to five or six thousand dol- 
lars, the party making the deed put on the 
stamps covering the tax—-— 

Mr. SHERMAN, The purchase was $100,- 
000. The grantor undoubtedly attached the 
;; stamps, which would be $500—not what the 
|’ Senator states. 

Mr. HARLAN. That is part of it; but 
ii the deed was made to a trustee, because at 
the time the institution was not incorporated. 
‘| This is evidently a just thing to be done. That 
i| part at least ought to be refunded. 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. They paid like anybody 
i| else, the stamps. 

Mr. HARLAN. They paid twice. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How so? 

Mr. HARLAN. Because the deed was made 
to a trustee on account of the institution not at 
the time being incorporated, and after the act 
| of incorporation passed the trustee conveyed it 
| to the institution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is like all other 
|| eases of the transmission of trusts. 

Mr. HARLAN, Usually in making such a 
‘ donation there is but one conveyance, directly 
| from the donor to the institution. _There are 
' but very few such cases, I suppose, in the Uni- 
; ted States; and if it is just in futuro to remit 
-this tax, itis just to those on whom the tax 
u has previously been levied. : 


j 
i 
i 
l 
i 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 


d. 
Pe The Secretary read the bill. It proposes to 


remit the succession tax levied on the convey- | 


ce by Daniel Drew of one hundred acres of 
and, vith buildings thereon, in Madison town- 
ship, Morris county, New Jersey, to the trus- 
tees of the Drew Theological Seminary of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, assessed August 
1, 1808, by the assessor for internal revenue 
in the fourth division, foarth district, State of 
New Jersey, and to direct the proper officers 
of the Treasury to return the amount of the 
tax to the trustees or their authorized agent, 
if the tax shall have been paid before the 

of the act. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Mr. President, at an 
early day in the session I introduced a bill for 
the parpose of relieving the payment of suc- 
cession tax on public charities, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, reported 
favorably with someamendments, and has since 

ssed the Senate. The principle of that bill 
iseminently proper. The subjects of taxation 
sre property. The Government of the United 
States undertook, during the necessities of the 
war, not to tax property, but to tax widows 
and orphans, who, if not relieved by private 
charity, would be burdens upon the public, the 
community. They taxed the charity that kept 
those parties from being public burdens. ‘lhe 
principle is admitted to be wrong, and the Sen- 
ate has voted to repeal the law. The object, 
however, of my introducing that bill has en- 
tirely failed, for this reason: the case that I 
alluded to was that of the distinguished en- 
gineer, John A. Roebling, who died some six 
months ago and left to two of the best chari- 
ties in our State—th® Widows’ Home and the 
Children’s Orphan Asylam—$20,000 each. 
They are institutions which have no means 
whatever, but are dependent from day to day 
upon the charity of those among whom they 
are located. Upon these bequests the United 
States attempted to levy this tax, and did levy 
in Upon this question the Finance Commit- 
tee the Senate agreed with me; but ona 
recent visit home I found that the tax had been 
collected and levied since I introduced the bill, 
aod the money is in the hands of the Govern- 
ment, though my bill has passed the Senate, 
and the Senate has approved the principle of 
it That is a very strong case. 


Now I will offer some amendments to this | 


bill, which I will state to the gentleman who 


introduced the bill have no other effect, and . 


are intended to have no other effect, than to 


place the case of Mr. Roebling’s bequests | 


withia the terms of his bill. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


ation of the bill; and 1 will state the reason I 
do so. There are many cases of this kind ; I 
know there are half a dozen bills pending for 
the remission of these taxes. If we do it in 
one case we ought to do it in all. The House 
of Representatives have not yet passed our bill 
repealing the tax in the future. It is therefore 


useless to send them billsof this kind. I object 


to the consideration of this bitl. 


go over. 
Mr. STOCKTON. Will not the Senator from 
10 permit my amendments to be read? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to 
that. If any proposition passes on the subject 
it ought to be general in its character, remit- 
Ung all taxes of this kind. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
a of the Senator from New Jersey will be 


The Secretary. It is proposed in line nine 
to insert after the words ‘‘ New Jersey” the 
words: “And also the succession taxes 
Assessed and 
John A, Roebling, deceased, of New Jersey, 
r favor of certain publie charities in the city 
of Trenton.” And in line ten to strike out 

is” and to ingert “are.” 


I think I might as well ; 
put an end to this by objecting to the consider- |: 
‘| rected by the bill to place on the pension-roll | 
‘| the name of Harriett Dewitt Mitchell, invalid . Pp 
: daughter of Ormsby M. Mitchell; late major | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
now be passed over, under the objection of the 
© Senator from Ohio. 

COURTS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask the Senate to con- 
sider the bill (S. No. 890) to change the place 
of holding the courts of the United States for 
the northern district of Mississippi, which was 
passed over at my instance yesterday. It is 
merely to change the place of holding the court 
in the northern district of Mississippi. It was 
passed over in order that I might confer with 
the Senators from that State in regard to an 
amendment. I have since seen them, and the 
bill as reported is satisfactory, and I ask that 
it be put on its passage. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 390) to change the 
place of holding the courts of the United States 
for the northern district of Mississippi, the 
pending question being on the amendments of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, to strike out 
“Corinth” in line five and insert ‘ Holly 
Springs,’’ and to add to the bill the following 
words: 


And no recognizance, writ, process, order, or notice 
now returnable in said court at Oxford shall bo 
affected by said change, but shall be deemed return- 
ablo at Holly Springs. 


The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 

REMOVAL OF CAUSES. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
{S. No. 844) for the removal of causes in cer- 
tain cases from the State courts to the United 
States courts, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I do not rise to dis- 
cuss now the merits of the propositions con- 
tained in that bill. It is of too important a 
character to be passed summarily in this man- 
ner. lt is the first time I have heard it read. 
It takes away from the States, on the mere fil- 
ing of an affidavit by a party in a civil action, 
the right to administer their own laws, and 


: confers jurisdiction with the courts of the Uni- | 


, ted States. 
ation of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Being ob- 
: jected to the bill goes over. 
HARRIETT DEWITT MITCHELL. 
| The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 845) granting a pension to Harriett 
'; Dewitt Mitchell; which was read the second 
time, and considered asin Committee of the 
Whole. The Secretary of the Interior is di- 


; general of volunteers, who died at Beaufort, 


; South Carolina, on the 30th of October, 1862, — 
| of yellow fever, contracted while in the line | 


of his duty and in the service of the United 
i| commence on the 31st af October, 1862.. 


|i reading, and was read the third time. 


Mr. HOWE. Ie there any report accom- 
: panying that bill? aa 
; The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thereis no 
i report. 


Mr. HOWELL. I will state the facts in 


| of Major General O. M. Mitchell are familiar 
j to the country and are on record. The only 


i but no widow. They are all in moderate or 
straitened circumstances. Harriett Dewitt 
i| Mitchell has been afflicted with a spinal eom- 
plaint, and unable, although a lady of accom- 
| plishments and education, to do anything for 


I object to the present consider- | 


her own support. She has constantly in at- 
tendance upon hera physician and is in needy 
circumstances, and in every way an object 
which should excite the sympathy of the coun- 
try. She is now some thirty-six years of age, 
and there is no other claim upon the Govern- 


ment except in her behalf by the family of 


General Mitchell. 
The bill was passed. 


REBECCA SHOEMAKER, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 846) grauting a pension to Rebecca 
Shoemaker; which was read the second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Rebecca Shoemaker, 
widow of Absalom Shoemaker, late a private 
in company I, of the twenty-first regiment of 
Ohio voiunteers, upon the pension-roll of the 
United States, and to pay her a pension at the 
rate of cight dollars per month, commencing 
from the 7th of June, 1862. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for athird 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HOLK’S PATENT. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 847) to extend the term of the letters- 
patent issued to Richard M. Hoe. 

The Secretary read the bill, which proposes 
to extend the letters-patent granted to Richard 
M. Hoe, on the 24th of July, 1847, for improve- 
mentin printing- presses, for fourteen years from 
that date, (which letters-patent were extended 
by the Commissioner of Patents for the further 
term ofseven years from the 24th of July, 1861, ) 
for the further term of seven years, commenc- 
ing on the 24th of July, 1868, and ending on 
the 24th of July, 1875, for the benefit of Lich- 
ard M. Hoe, his heirs and legal representatives, 
upon the conditions set forth in the bill. ‘The 
Commissioner of Putents is directed, upon the 
presentation of the patent and the payment of 

? the fees and charges provided by law, to make 
a certificate of the extension thereon, and to 
‘cause the record of such extension to be per- 
. fected and entered on the records of the Patent 
|! Office. And the letters-patent so extended 
are to have the same effect as if originally 
granted for the term extending to the end of 


© the term to which it is extended by the act; 


States, and that she be paid a pension of thirty | 
|| dollars per month during her natural life; to : 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 

‘| The bill was reported to the Senate without `; 
:| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for athird |, 


|, regard to this case. The reputation and career || 


Í 


|| additional circumstance in this case is, that | 
| having died, he left a family of six children, 


paid on the bequests of the late | 


but the extended patent is to be open to legal 
inquiry and decision in the same manner as if 
issued under the general law relating to patents, 
and all persons enjoying the lawful use of the 
improvements described and secured by the 
letters-patent may continue in the use thereof 
without further payment therefor, and the pur- 
chaser of any machine so in use may continue 
‘to use the same as if the act had not been 
assed, 
Mr. EDMUNDS. How is that bill reported, 
favorably or without any opinion? 

The Secretary. Tavorably. 

mr FERRY. Withoutany recommendation 
at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a 
` Feport accompanying the bill. 

The Secretary. The report concludes as 
follows: 


The committee recommend the passage of the 
accompanying bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report. 
‘.: The Secretary read the following report, 
, submitted by Mr. Hamizron, of Maryland, 
from the Committee on Patents, on the 27th 
of April: 

The Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 
the petition of Richard M. Hoe, praying an exten- 
sion of his patent for an improvement in printing 
! machines, beg leave to submit the following report: 

During the second session of the Fortieth Congress 
this petition was before the committee, and after 
careful consideration the committee reached the con- 
clusion to report the facts in the caso to the Senate 


: without recommending action thereon. The com- 


i! mittee find no evidence in the case, and perecive no 


! reason to change thoir previous action. They there- 

| fore adopt their former report, which is 9s fo lows: 
Piss petitioner sets forth bis elaim in the following 
terms; EE EE A 
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“That he is original and first inventor of certain 
valuablo improvements in printing machines, which 
improvements have been secured to him by lotters- 
patent of the United States, bearing date the 24th day 
of July, 1847. 

“That in tho year 1661, before the expiration of the 
original term of the said letters-patent, he made 
application in due form of law, and on evidence then 
presented to the honorable Commissioner of Patents, 
who, after a full hearing, adjudged that your memo- 
rialist had failed, withoutfault or neglect on his part, 


| 


to realizo an adequate remuneration for the value : 
of the said invention to the public, and for the inge- . 


nuity,labor, and expense bestowed by your memorial- 


ist in the production and introduction of the said , 


invention into public use and thereupon extended ; 


the said letters-patent for the farther term of seven 
years, which said extended term will expire on the 
24th day of July of the present year, 1868. 

“And your memorialist further represents that 
prior to hissaid invention there was no printing-press 
eapableof printing within the required timo any daily 
newspaper of more than twenty-fivethousand copies, 
and whenever an edition exceeded that number of 
copies it was necessary, at great expense, to set up two 


or more forms of types to bo printed on separato : 
That the rapidly increasing circulation of ;: 
wany ofthe popularjournals demanded thcinvention | 
ofsome system of printing machinery radically differ- ` 


presses. 


ent from anything then known. That with the view 
to meet this pressing demand many attempts had 
been made to arrange the forms of type on rotary 
cylinders, with a view to avoid the waste of time con- 
sequent upon the reciprocating motion of flat forms 
of type, but all such attempts had utter] 
This apparently forlorn task was finally undertaken 


by your memorialist, who, after years of study and | 


experiment and at great expense, finally invented, 
perfected, and successfully reduced to practice the 


invention described in and secured by the said let- | 


ters-patent. That by means of the said invention 


ono machine will print and deliver eighteen thou- | 


sand impressions of the largest newspaper in circula- 
tion in one hour, so that but one form of types is now 
required to print the entire edition of a daily paper 
of the largest known circulation. 

“ And your memorialist further represents that the 
manufacture of printing machinery of such magni- 
tude unavoidably required a large expenditure in 
tho preparation of machinery for the construction 
thereof, and the number of such machines is very 
limited, as it is only required for tho printing of 
newspapers of large circulation. That theextended 
term of the said patent granted by the honorable 
Commissioner of Patents in the year 1861 unfortu- 
nately occurred in the early part of the rebellion, 
so that, by reason of the condition of the countr 
from that time to the present, the demand for suc 
printing machines has been very limited, and in 
consequence your memorialist has failed to realize 
the remuneration which in the year 1861 the honor- 
able Commissioner of Patents, after careful investi- 
gation on evidence produced, adjudged to be the just 
due of your memorialist for the production of an 
invention of so much value to the public.”’ 

On this statement of the case the memorialist asks 
an extension of his patent for another term of seven 


years. 

1. There can be no doubt that “the invention was 
‘new aud patentable when the patent was granted.” 

2. There can be no question that the invention 
“belongs toaclass of inventions requiring great skill 
and forethought, and worthy of high reward when 
successful.” w 7 

3. Has the memorialist received adequate remun- 
eration for suchan invention? The evidence before 
the committee in reference to this point shows that 
“the whole amount received for such machines in 
the United States is the sum of $1,237,845 58, and that 
the share of the memorialist in the profits is the sum 
of $208,833 74, being three sevenths of the profits. 
But the invention has also been patented in England, 
and the memorialist admits the total amount of tho 
share of the profits which he has received is about 


Considering this case in the light of the usual ap- 
plications for the extension of patents, the commit- 
tee would have to decide that the profits aforesaid 
should be regarded as a fair and reasonable compen- 
sation to the inventor, and would not feel authorized 
to recommend another extension; but it is claimed 
that this is not an ordinary case, but that the inven- 
tion is one of such value, and has conferred such 
great benefits on mankind, as to justify an extraor- 
dinary recognition of its merits, including something 

.of honorary distinction as well as pecuniary advan- 
tage to its author. . ; 

The memorialist has exhibited beforo the commit- 

teo letters from nearly all of the printers and pub- 
lisbers of the United States now using his invention, 
together with letters from a large number of other 
printers and publishers, some two hundred in all, 
commending hisinvention in the highest terms, and 
expressing a willingness that the extension asked 
for should be granted. Many of them strongly rec- 
ommend and urge the extension. These letters are 
printed in pamphlet form, a copy of which is here- 
with filed as a part of this report. | 

The committee, therefore, submit to the Senate the 
facts aforesaid, without any recommendation. If the 
Senate should consider that the prayer of the peti- 
tioner ought to be granted, then the committee rec- 
ommend the passage of the accompanying bill. 


Mr.CAMERON. Mr. President, being some- 
‘thing of a printer myself, I have paid a great 
-deal of attention to this subject. I know that 
all the principal printers in the country have 


failed. į 


' After my return home I found him here, still 
: acting in the same way. 


|e 


I| patent shall be extended. 


-the bill of the House and agree to the said House 
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ena 


recommended the renewal of this patent. Ido 
not think one printer in the whole United 
States has objected to it. Mr. Hoe himself | 
began life as amechanic. By his extraordi- 
| 
| 


nary intelligence he has made himself a char- 
acter which is known all over the world, prin- 
cipally through the value of this machine. I 
saw him in Europe in the beginning of the war. | 
He was traveling there in the pursuit of his busi- 

ness; but he devoted his time almost exclu- . 
sively to the interests of our country. He spent 
large sums of money in England and upon the 
Continent in getting societies and individuals , 
to-create public opinion in favor of the North. | 


He has now come 
here with this appeal to Congress askiug for a | 
renewal ofhispatent. To be sure, by our laws, 


he invention of every citizen becomes the |: f 
me cn y ': ant marshal or agent shall be paid for making out 


property. of the public unless he is protected | 
by law. This invention of his has perhaps | 


tow: read of intelligence | u ere 
done more toward the spread o es ' page of the two copies of the original census returns 


through the country than any other machine | 
that has ever been invented. At the time he 


‘| invented his press I believe not more than 
| eighteen or twenty thousand copies of a paper . 


could be worked in the twenty-four hours. 


3 
Now, many of our newspapers have one hun- | 
| dred thousand issues daily | believe, and some- | 


times more. They could not be issued at all | 
without some such machine as this. 
argument in favor of this application, however, | 
is that everybody, so far as I know, interested 

in the business of printing is desirous that this ; 
It can do no harm | 


to anybody, and it will be not only doing an , 


act of justice to a deserving man, but it will be || 


giving a reward for a most valuable invention. | 
I trust there will be no objection to the bill. 
Mr. HOWELL. Let it go over; I want to 
examine it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Being ob- 
jected to, the bill goes over. 


GEORGETOWN AND HARPER’S FERRY RAILROAD. 


The next business on the Calendar was the | 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 172) directing the 
survey of a route for a railroad on the west bank 
of the Potomac river, from.a point opposite 
Georgetown to Harper’s Ferry; which was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
authorizes the Secretary of War to detail a 
competent officer of the engineer corps, to- 
gether with such assistants as he may deem 
proper and necessary, to make a survey of the 
west bank of the Potomac river, from a point 
opposite Georgetown, in the District of Colum- 
bia, to Harper’s Ferry, in the State of West | 
Virginia, and report on the feasibility of run- 
ning a railroad along the bank of the river, 
to be used for military purposes, if required ; 
and the expenses of the survey and report are | 
to be paid out of any money appropriated for 
the engineer’s department. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to be engrossed 


passed. 
. NINTH. CENSUS. 


Mr. CONKLING. I wish to ask the atten- 
tion of the Senate to à privileged question. I 
submita report froma committee of conference. 

The report was read, as follows :. 


The committee of conference appointed by fhe | 
Senate and- House of Representatives upon the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. 

o. 1595) to amend an act entitled “An act providing ; 
forthe taking of the seventh and subsequent censuses | 
ofthe United States, and to fix thenumber ofthemem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, and to provide 
for their future apportionment among the seyeral 
States,” approved May 23, 1850, having met, after a 
fall and free conference have agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend, to their respective Houses as 

‘ollows: 
That the Senate recede from its amendment to 


bili, with the following amendment, namely : : 
Strike out gli after the enacting clause, and insert 
asfollows: | . 
That the time allowed for transmitting tho said 
copy. of the returns of the assistant marshals to the 
ensus Office is hereby further limited, so that the 
returns of population, upon schedule numbered one, i 


: 23, 1850, shall app 
i] 


— 


in the act of May 23, 1850, shall be sent to that office 
on or before the 10th day of September next, and the 
complete returns upon all the schedules annexed to 
and mado part of thatact, excepting upon the sched. 
ule therein designated as number two, which schedule 
is hereby revoked, canceled, and declared to ve no. 
longer apart of said act, shall be forwarded to the 
Census Office before the Ist day of October followine- 
Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior shall bo 
authorized to extend the time allowed for returns on 
the schedules, other than those of population, in any 
caso where it shall appear to him to be necessary: 
Provided, further, That whenever, from the loss ‘or 
destruction of returns, or from causes beyond the 
control of the officers chargod with the enumeration, 


-it shall be shown to be impracticable tocomply with 


the requirements of this section, the Secretary of the 
Interior is authorized to exiend the time allowed 


li for rendering returns of population, not beyond the 


Ist day of October next. 

Src. 2. And beit further enacted, That the penalty 
provided in the fifteenth section of said act of May 
ly to any refusal whatever to an- 
swer cither of the inquirics authorized by said act, 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, 'That each assist- 


and returning complete copies of the original census 
returns, as required in the eleventh section of the act 
to which this is a supplement, eight cents for each 


: required by the said eleventh section. 


gc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the oath to be 
taken by assistant marshals employed to take the 


' census shall be the oath required by the act of 1850, 


The great |: 


i: honorable Senator who 
| schedule is referred to as 


| 


of which this is an amendment. i 
And that the House of Representatives concur in 


the same. ‘ 7 
ROSCOE CONKLING, 
MATT. If. CARPENTER, 
T. F. BAYARD, 
Managers on the part of the Senate, 
JAMES A. GARFIELD, 
WILDIAM B. ALLISON, 


Managers on the part of the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on agreeing to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference. 

Mr. HARLAN. I E a like to ask the 

ade this report what 
No. 1? 
Mr. CONKLING. No. lis the schedule of 
opulation ; No. 2, the schedule to be dropped, 
is the slave schedule. 

Mr. HARLAN. If I understood the read- 
ing correctly, that return may be deferred until 
October. | 

Mr. CONKLING. Everything is by law ` 
now deferred until October except the popu- 
lation return. 

Mr. HARLAN. Does this report provide 
an amendment-—— 

Mr. CONKLING. This report, the honor- 
able Senator will allow me to say, has no ef- 
fect whatever in the particular now in his mind 
except to hasten as much as possible the return 
of population, to the end that should the two 
Houses concur in an apportionment bill, ren- 


i| dering it desirable to have the count of popu- 


lation earlier than we would have it by the law 
as it stands now, then the effect of this pro- 
vision is to bring to‘the earliest date possible 
the rendition of that return. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. How early does this 
report provide it shall be done? 
r. CONKLING. It provides that it shall 


i i ‘d ti | be done before, if possible, and if not before 
for a third reading, read the third time, and | by the 10th of September, ‘shat being the ear- 


| liest possible time which in the estimation of 


the managers of the conference of the two 
Houses is attainable. ; 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I believe tbat the ori- 
inal bill provided that the Secretary of the 
Taterior might allow additional compensation 
upon the Pacific coast. Is that provision re- 
tained in this bill? 
Mr. CONKLING. No, sir, it is not; and 

I think if the honorable Senator bad followed 
all the phases, as he has some of the phases 
of this history, he would be very glad that I 
can answer him that that provision has been 
stricken out, because the latest information 
which has been afforded to us from the Census 
Office, and which is not, as some other inform- 
ation has been, made up of supposition, but 
which is history from the actual accounts on 
file, shows that nowhere, in a population how- 
ever dense, is the pay so great as in the regions 
to which the Senator refers. It shows also 
that that pay not only should not be increased, 


1870. 


t that a change, if one were to be made, 
ald be a change of diminution ; and that 
even then it would be a very rich reward for 
service to be performed. 


et WILLIAMS. That may all be so, and 
J hope it is, but I am not able to see it. Take 


the case of one county in my State, like Uma- 
Lilla county, an immense county, sparsely pop- 
ulated. The census-taker is compelled to go 
from house to house, I suppose, taking the 
census, and he travels in that county ten times 


as much, perhaps a hundred times as much, to ~ 


take the census of the same number of inhab- 
itants thata man would in a county in the State 
of New York. 

Mr. CON 


Mr. SHERMAN, I doubt it very much. 
Mr. STEWART. I have not examined this 
subject at all; but if the compensation is fixed 


| for traveling at ten cents a mile it cannot be 
| done for that, unless there is some way of 


k 
KLING. And for every mile he | 


travels he receivesten cents; a pretty respect- | 


able mileage. I think. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Then the rate of com- - 


pensation is changed. 
Mr. CONKLING. Not at all. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Under the oldlaw he was | 
paid in proportion to the number of inhab- | 


tants. 
Mr. CONKLING. I beg the Senator’s par- 
don. Under the old law, as he calls it, the 
resent law, he is paid two cents per capita. 
e is paid in addition ten cents for every mile 
be travels, and the mode is provided, a very 
simple and certain mode of doubling together 


exactly how far he does travel, and not leave 
. him to the mercy of the Government in saying 
how far he traveled, and not leave the Govern- 
ment to his mercy in pretending the distance 


ical demonstration the number of steps he takes 
in the necessary performance of his duty. If 
the honorable Senator will read a communica- 
tion which has been very recently put in print, 
and in the public prints, by the clerk superin- 
tending the census, he will see that twenty- 
one dollars a day is not in excess of that sum 
which a census-taker may earn in the very 
county to which he refers. 

Mr. STEWART. I have recently received 
a long communication from the marshal of 
Nevada on this subject, in which he said that 
he had made an effort to find men to take the 
position of census-takers, and he could not 
find them. . He made an estimate of the actual 


expenses of travel, and also what he could find | 


was allowed in the law, and it did not any- 
where near cover the expenses. I think they 
are allowed a dollar a day for expenses. 

Mr. CONKLING. If my friend will allow 
me, his correspondent very probably wrote in 
the light ofa communication which preceded 
the one to which I have referred, a communi- 
cation now in the possession of the honorable 
Senator from Delaware, [ Mr. Bayarp, ] which 
communication was conclusive as showing the 
state of facts which this marshal has accepted, 
namely, that in these outlying regions the pay 
would be entirely inadequate. That was a 
matter of computation. It was supposititious, 
as some other things have been which relate to 
the census. Subsequently the author of that 
communication sat down with the accounts on 
file before him, and took, not what he thought 
the compensation would be, but what in truth 
and in fact it had been -on the two previous 
occasions, and then he found and he reported 
not only that the compensation was adequate, 
bat hat in truth in these regions it was too 
much, 

Mr. STEWART. My correspondent, the 
marshal of Nevada, will be very glad to hear 
that sufficient compensation is allowed. He 
was in great trouble about it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I doubt whether there is 
one marshal in ten who will be able to take 
the compound equation and make up the sum 
arithmetically to fix the pay. 

Mr. CONKLING. I hope the honorable 
Senator from Ohio speaks for Ohio in that 
regard. I have to say to him that in New York 
the men who are marshalscan very easily make 
the calculation, 


making it up. The census-taker there will 
have to travel on horseback, and it will be 
impossible for him to travel on horseback for 


less than four dollars a day to pay expenses. | Da : ; 
He could not get ordinary meals and travel on | out all of the original bill after the enacting 


horseback for less than four dollars a day. 


Mr. STEWART. That is only forty miles; 
but a man who can travel forty miles on horse- 
back in a day and do any other business must 


be avery active man, I will tell my friend from ;' fi 
If he had to hire a horse that would | 
_ be at least two dollars a day more; and thus | 


Vermont, 


his actual expenses for his horse and his ex- | h 


| penses in traveling would be about six dollars 
a day, and there would not be much margin 
left that the outside world understands any- 
thing of to compensate him. If there is some 


: way of fixing it up by construction this mar- 


shal said he would like to see it. He said he 
did not see how it could be done without steal- 
ing. Lhope there is some construction which 
: will allow sufficient pay for expenses. They 
| do not want to commence out there until some- 


ii body shows them how it can be done. 
the numbers and the area so as to determine |! 


Mr. CONKLING. The honorable Senator 


from Nevada, I think, will find, if he will take | 


the trouble to look into it, that possibly he, at 
any rate some of the rest of us, have proceeded 


‘| upon rather superficial information heretofore 
which he traveled, but to subject to mathemat- | 


in this regard. We have heard it stated pre- 
| viously in debate that $1 81 a day was all that 
` could be earned by a deputy marshal. Now, 
` any lawyer in this body who has tried a cause 
' for some time and endeavored for some days 

to prove a fact, and after the trial was over had 
i some man come to him and say, ‘‘ Why did 
you not callon me? I could have proven that 
if you had only told me you wanted to prove 
it,” will understand the feeling I had after the 
debate when two members of this body came 


every day that I attended to business.” 
; and in the case of another it was in a different 


State. 


populated regions was abandoned. Then there 
came this theory, which the Senator from Ne- 
vada suggests now, that in the outlying regions, 


| as they were called in one communication, in | 


the Territories and sparse States, as they were 
called in another, the compensation would 
be inadequate. Examination on that subject 
showed not only the error of the supposition, 
but, as I have stated before, that the compen- 
sation there was greater than anywhere else, 
and greater than it should be. I will show the 
Senator from Nevada acommunication coming 
from the Census Bureau which will prove to 
him that twenty dollars a day is not a greater 
sum than was in truth received under the ex- 
isting law in just such regions as those to which 
he refers. 

In addition to that, by the present bill, as 
the Senator from Delaware reminds me, pro- 
vision is made for 
returns, which goes also to the census enumer- 
ator. So that I think the Senator may rely 
upon it that the compensation is adequate as 
it stands in the bill. The managers on the part 
of the House were satisfied of that, and the 
managers on the part of the Senate also. 

Mr. STEWART. I am satisfied. I will send 
the Globe to-morrow to the marshal. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the report of the conference 
committee. f 

The report was concurred in. 


WILLIAM M. GARVEY. , 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The censidera- 


aying for copies of the | 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. That is only forty miles. | 


to me and said, each of them, ‘' I was a census | 
enumerator in 1860, and I earned nine dollars |: 
In 
the case of one it was in a New England State, | The next business on the Calendar was the 
After the debate had passed by and 
these facts came to be stated the theory that | 
| the compensation was inadequate in the densely 
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tion of bills on the Calendar will be resumed 
in their order. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
i (H. R. No. 40) to confirm the title of William 
M. Garvey toa certain tract of land; which 
was considered as in Committee ofthe Whole. 

The Committee on Private Land Claims 
|| reported the bill with an amendment, to strike 


| clause, in the following words: 


That the title of William M. Garvey, of Ohio, in 

, and to tho east half of the northeast quarter of sec- 
:| tion eighteen, in township sixty-nine, north of range 
twenty-six west, in the district of lands subject to 

| sale at Des Moines, Iowa, containing eighty acres, 
! be and is confirmed to him, his heirs and assigns, 


orever. 
And to insert in lieu thereof: 


i| That the title of William M. Garvey to the east 
alf of tho northeast quarter of section eightcen, 
' township sixty-nine north, range twenty-six west, 
in the district of lands subject to sale at Des Moines, 
in the State of Iowa, containing eighty acres, bo, 
` and is hereby, confirmed, and that the State of lowa’ 
is hereby authorized to select in lieu of said tract 
an equal amount of land from the unsold public 
lands within the limits of said Stato, subject to sale 
at $1 25 per acre: Provided, That the State of Iowa, 
through her constituted authorities, shall first relin- 
` quish to the United States all right, title, or interest 
acquired by said State by virtue of the act of Con- 
gress of March 3, 1857, entitled “An act to confirm to 
' the several States the swamp and overflowed lands 
selected under the act of September 28, 1850, and the 
act of the 2d March, 1849.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. It 
was ordered that the amendment be engrossed, 
and the bill read a third time. The bill was 
read the third time, and passed. 


| ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1705) to fix the time for the elec- 
tion of Representatives and Delegates in the 
Congress of the United States. 
| The Secretary read the bill. 

; Mr. MORTON. I believe I shall object to 
‘ the present consideration of that bill. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the bill will be passed over. 


MRS. MARGARET P. ROBINSON. 


joint resolution (H. R. No. 224) for the relief 
of Mrs. Margaret P. Robinson, of Kentucky. 
The Secretary read the joint resolution. It 
directs the Quartermaster General to pay to 
Mrs. Margaret P. Robinson, widow of Richard 
M. Robinson, in her own right, and in full 
satisfaction of all claims for the use of real and 
personal property of the premises known as 
Camp Dick Robinson, in Garrard county, Ken- 
tucky, for military purposes, by the military 
authority of the United States, $5,878 30, for 
the sole use and benefit of Margaret P. Rob- 
inson. 
. Mr. PRATT. I move that this joint resolu- 
tion be passed over informally until the report 
which accompanies it is laid upon the desks 
of Senators. It is now in the hands of the 
rinter and will be ready by to-morrow. It is 
ut proper that the report should be heard. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint reso- 
lution will be passed over informally. 


TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA. 


The next billon the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 679) to organize the Territory of Okla- 
homa, consolidate the Indian tribes under 4 
territorial government, and carry out the pro- 
visions of the treaties of 1866 with certain 
Indian tribes, i 

Mr. WILSON. I think we had better pass 
; that over. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 


WEST VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT TERMS. 


| The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
| (8. No. 813) fixing the time for holding the 


terms of the circuit court in thediatriet of West 
| Virginia. = 
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Mr. BOREMAN. Let that be passed over 
for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 

CAPTAIN GEORGE HENRY PREBLE. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 850) for the relief of Captain George 
Henry Preble, of the Navy of the United | 


States ; which was read a second time, and con- | 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. The bill : 
proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- | 


cers of the Treasury in settling the accounts of | 
George Henry Preble, a captain in the Navy 
of the United States, to allow him sea pay as 
a commander from the 5th of August to the 
12th of October, 1862, and leave pay as a com- | 
mander from the last-named date to the 21st 
of February, 1868, deducting therefrom any | 
pay he may have received for those periods. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 

_ amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 
TRADE-MARKS ON FOREIGN WATCHES. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 829) in relation to fraudulent trade- 
marks upon foreign watches; which was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. The 
bill provides that from and after the lst of 
August next no foreign watches of gold, silver, 
or other metal, or watch movements, shall be , 


admitted to entry at the custom-houses in the ii 


distinctly engraved or stamped upon the works 

or movements the maker’s name or distinguish- | 
ing trade-mark, and in connection therewith, | 
and as a part thereof, the name of the place | 
and country where manufactured; but exist- 
ing trade-marks of foreign manufacturers of 
watches need not be changed if they distinctly | 
show that the watch movements are of foreign 

production. 
ments of foreign manufacture shall be offered 

for entry at any custom-house in the United | 
‘States which shall copy or simalate the name 
or trade-mark of any domestic. manufacturer 
they are to be forfeited to the United States. 


United States unless there shall be legibly and | 
t 
| 


withamendments. The first amendment was in | 

section one, line four, after the word ‘‘ watches”? " 

to strike out the word 

other metal.” l 
The amendment was agreed to. 

. The next amendmient was in section one, line 

seven, after the words ‘stamped upon the,” | 


to insert the words ‘“‘exposed surfaces of the ||- 


plates or bridges of the.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
- Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. In section | 
two, line two, after the words “watch move: | 
ments,’ I move to add the words ‘‘or parts | 
of watch movemetts.”’ ae 

The amendment was agreed to. er 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- | 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in: 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third | 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN TYLER’S PATENT. 


_The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 790) for the relief of John Tyler; 
which was considéred as in Committee of the 
Whole. > 
| The Committee on Patents reported the bill 
with an amendment, to strike out all of the 
enacting clause and to insert the following in 
lieu thereof: Regn: E 

That the Commissioner of Patents, upon d Hi- 
cation made to him, is authorized to extend the tate 
eat of John Tyler, of West Lebanon, New Hamp- 
shire, for improvements in water-wheels, issued to 
him July 18, 1856, and reissued in 1868, and. which 
vill expire July 8, 1870; upon the samo evidence and 
principles as if application had been made to him by 
sid patentee in due time prior to said expiration of 
said patent. . : i : 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


| 


If any watches or watch move- `i 


- sideration of the bill (S. No. 488) granting lands ` 


- of north latitude, from the Mississippi river to 


‘day, amended, and ordered to be printed at ; 


i 
sath 
B. 


: to aid in the construction of a railroad and tele- - 


' over informally. 


: The Senator from Arkansas su 


8 “of gold, silver, or || after the word ‘‘other,’’ I move to insert the 

aa . word ‘‘public,’’ so as to make it read ‘‘ public 
| Jands;’’ and after the word ‘‘lands,’’ in the | 
l; same line, I move to insert the words ‘‘desig- : 


t 
f 


| think the Senator ought to use there is this: | 
i; ‘fas railroads of the first class when prepared | 
| for use.” That is the language we: usually | 
| imsert. There is no railroad a first-class rail- | 
| road when it is first opened, and there never was. || 
phrase- |; 
ology of the text of such bills. . p 


| when opened for service.” I donot care about | 


PACIFIC AND GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 


Mr. McDONALD. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to take up at this time 
Senate bill No. 483, which was passed over 
informally yesterdayat the request of the Sen- 
ator from lowa, [Mr. Haran. ] 

Mr. POMEROY. I hope the Senator will 
delay it a few minutes until I can look at the 
bill. 

Mr. McDONALD. The bill has been read. | 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in ` 
Committee of the Whole; resumed the con- ` 


and the right of way in Missouri and Arkansas ` 


graph line along or near the thirty-sixth parallel | 


the Arkansas river. 
Mr. HARLAN. This bill was read yester- 


my request. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It wasthen passed : 


Mr. HARLAN. I move further to amend . 
the bill in section one, lines ten and eleven, by |: 
striking out the words ‘‘ at or near which said | 
line crosses or shall cross the Arkansas river.” 

ggested this /' 
amendment himself. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. In section two, line seven- |: 
teen, after the word ‘‘such” and before the į 


| 
k 


; word ‘‘ acceptance,” I move toinsert the words j 
' 


‘map and.” 

ene McDONALD. I have no objection to 
that. l 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HARLAN. In section two, line nine- :, 
teen, after the word.‘ market,’’ I move to strike | 
out the rest of the second section in the fol- 
lowing words :: 


And all settlers upon said lands under the pre- ' 
emptioa laws of the United States who shall fail to 
ma 


i 

{| 
i} 
y 
ty 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HARLAN. In section three, line five, | 


nated by odd-numbered sections as aforesaid.’’ 
‘The amendment was agreed to. | 
-Mr. HARLAN. In section five, line eight, | 
after. the word “manner,” I move to insert 
words ‘‘as a first-class railroad.” 
The amendment was agreed to. | 
Mr. POMEROY. The language which I | 


Mr. HARLAN. This is the usual 


_ Mr. POMEROY. The phraseology we have | 
used latterly is: ‘“as roads of the first, class 


it, but the fact is there are no railroads that | 
can be called first-class roads when they are 
first opened. They have tobe improved; they | 
have to be ballasted ; and the depots are not | 
all perfect. There never has been a road | 
opened in the world that was a first-class road | 
when it was opened. x i 
Mr. CAMERON. Oh, yes; there was. | 
Mr. POMEROY. I never heard of it. You | 
may have had one in Pennsylvania. 4 
Mr. CAMERON. The Senatoris mistaken. || 
Therė isone road. in Pennsylvania, of which I | 
was the president myself, and it was all com» 
pleted and finished ten years ago, and we have 
had no repairs to make. 
Mr. POMEROY. Has notthe Senator been | 
improving it ever since? 


the | 
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i! runs, 


‘Mr. CAMERON. Nota bit of it. 


May 3, 


—— 


Mr. POMEROY. I never heard of such a 
case before. 

Mr. CAMERON. It was finished before it 
was used. I refer to the Reading railroad, 

Mr. POMEROY. And it has never been 
improved since? 

Mr. CAMERON. No, sir; ond all the 
bridging and all the ballasting and everything 


| was done permanently at first; and so all rail- 


roads ought to be constructed, There was not 
a wooden bridge upon it. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. Iask the Senator from 
Towa how much land is given to this railroad 
company? 

Mr. HARLAN. The bill provides for a 


' grant not exceeding ten sections on each side 
`of the line of the road; but this road lies in 


the States of Arkansas and Missouri, where, 


' perhaps, the most of the public lands have 
: been sold heretofore. 
-© able that the company will receive one half of 


I do not think it prob- 


the amount nominally granted. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. How much do yon 


' suppose they will get? 


Mr. HARLAN. I should think perhaps 
about one half the quantity named in the bill, 


' Tam informed by the honorable Senator from 


Arkansas that it is estimated at the Land 
Office, as I understand him, that the company 
will be able to receive probably about forty-six 
hundred acres to the mile. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. How long is the rail- 
road? f 

a McDONALD. About three hundred 
miles. 

Mr. HARLAN. Has the amendment sug- 
gested by me on page 4 been adopted? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. lt has been. 

Mr. McDONALD. I will state to the Sen- 
ator from Delaware that this land has been 


` under the graduation act graduated, and the 
; price had been only twelve and a half cents au 
. acre; but that law has been repealed and the 


e proof and payment for their claims within one l land is now in the market. 


; year from the date of said withdrawal shall forfeit |, 
: the lands zo settled upon, and the same shall revert 
: to the aforesaid railroad company in the manner 


The Committee on Finance reported the bill | Bereinbefore provided. 


Mr. HARLAN. There is no graduated land 


. now. That law has been repealed. There- 
: fore it cannot be entered now at less than 
| $1 25 per acre. 
" offered on page 4 has been adopted——— 


If the amendment that I 


The VICK PRESIDENT. 
agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. TI suggest an amendment 
on page 6, section ten, line three, after the 
word ‘*within’’ to strike out the words * ten 
miles on each side of said’ road” and to insert 
the words ‘‘the exterior limits of said grant.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY. I suggested yesterday 


Jt has been 


' when this bill was up and the Senator from 


Iowa objected to it an amendment that should 
allow thiscompany to-connect with a road that 
is now being built north and south very near 
the State line, but not on the State line. The 
State line is an imaginary line; and if you 
oblige a road to stop on an imaginary line and 
do not let it get a connection with a north and 
south railroad running from Kansas to the 
Gulf you restrain the road’ against the pablic 
interests. It_may be ten’ miles, it may be 


| twenty miles, I do not know how far, but very 


near the State line a road is now being con- 
structed through the Indian country under an 
act of Congress. ` 
` Mr. HARLAN, I may not have any ob- 
jection to such an amendment in a supple- 
mentary bill next winter, when we shall know 
where the road to which the Senator refers 
He is aware that a number of railroad 
companies are now straggling to obtain lands 
within the limits of the Indian’ territory, and 
I would prefer to stop them all at the boundary 
line for the present until we sée where theroads 
are to run. wae can 
Mr. POMEROY. I do not care‘about in- 
serting it in this bill, but I claim that it is 
against public policy to-stop a ‘railroad on a 
State line if it can make a cennection with 
another railroad by going ten miles farther, 
even if itis in an Indian country. 


1870. 


Mr. HARLAN. This other road has not yet 
been built nor even located across the Indian | 
territory, and supplementary legislation can | 
be had in ample time to answer the Senator’s | 
purpose. : 

Mr. POMEROY. That is true. = 

Mr. McDONALD. We shall not insist on , 
this amendment at the present time until the 
other road is provided for. A 

Mr. POMEROY. I have no objection to 
deferring it, but I will say that the other road 
is provided for. There is no other legislation 
necessary to enable the company to build 
through the Indian lands into the State of ; 
Arkansas; but it is a question of time; they , 
have not built it yet. If the Senator desires 
to have it wait another year I have no objec- 


n, 

HA, HARLAN. I prefer to defer it until 
we see where the road is to run. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as 
amended, and the amendments were concurred 
` io. The bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, was read the third time, and | 
passed. 

RETURN TO HOUSE OF AN ENROLLED BILL. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. CLINTON Lioyp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House requested the re- | 
tarn of the enrolled bili (H. R. No. 1427) to 

rovide for the creation of corporations in the 
District of Columbia by general law. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection this enrolled bill will be returned to 


the House of Representatives in accordance ` 


with its request. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion, and it is so ordered. 

The Chair will state that there is a misnomer | 
in one of the sections, referring to ‘the first ' 
section,’’ when it should refer to “the sixth | 
section.’’ 
tion of one word. 


| 
PATENT DEVICE FOR SHEERING BOOMS. . | 
1 
I 


Mr. CARPENTER. I ask the Senate to | 


proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. | 


| the Treasury Department hold, they have ap- 


743, which was passed over informally the 
other day on account of my absence. 


There being no objection, the bill (S. No. | 


743) confirming and extending a patent right 
to Levi W. Pond and Ean Claire Lumber Com- ! 


pany, was read the second time, and considered | 
asin Committee of the Whole. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a | 


third reading, read the third time, and passed. | 


Mr. THAYER. I ask the Senate to pro- 
a to the consideration of Senate bill No. 
Mr. PATTERSON. I do not like this way 
of going back. It seems to me that we had 
better take the bills in their order. We can 


take up the Senator’s bill after we have passed || 


through the Calendar. i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill alluded 
to by the Senator from Nebraska was passed 
over informally ; but itis still subject to the 
rule, If the Senator from New Hampshire 
insists on the Calendar being proceeded with 
regularly it will have to wait until the Calen- 
arisconcluded...- . 
Mr. PATTERSON. We only have to act | 
ona few bills more to finish the Calendar. 
Mr. THAYER, Ido not know why objec- 
tion is raised against me when two other cases 
have been allowed to be taken up. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
itom New Hampshire persists in his objection. 
The Secretary will read the next bill on the 
endar. 
TREASURY SPECIAL AGENTS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the ‘bill 
- R. No. 902) limiting the appointment of 
oe Officers in the Treasury Department. 
t proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
inp Ree appoint special agents, not exceed- 
i 8 fifty-three in number at any one time, for 
© Durpose of making the examinations of the 
coks, papers, and accounts of collectors, and 


It is necessary to make that correc- 
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made pursuant to the provisions of the twenty- 
| first section of an act to regulate the collection 


i: of duties on imports and tonnage, approved 
; March 2, 1799, and to be employed generally 


‘under the direction of the Secretary, in the 
‘prevention and detection of frauds on the 


customs revenue; and the expense thereof is | 


to be charged to the ‘‘ appropriation to defray 
the expense of collecting the revenue from eus- 
toms.” These special agents are to be divided 
into threeclasses. The first class is to consist of 
nineteen agents, two of whom shall each receive 
in addition to the expenses necessarily and 
actually incurred by him, a compensation of 
ten dollars per day, and seventeen of whom 
shall each receive, in addition to expenses ne- 
cessarily and actually incurred, a compensation 
of eight dollars per day. The second class is to 
consist of sixteen agents, each of whom shall 


receive, in addition to expenses necessarily. - 


and actually incurred by him, a compensation 
of six dollara per day. The third class is to 
consist of eighteen agents, each of whom shall 


i receive, in addition to expenses necessarily : 
; and actually incurred by him, a compensation 


of five dollars per day. And the Secretary of 
the Treasury is authorized to make such rules 


and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for : 


, the government of these special agents as he 


; may deem expedient and necessary; but no ` 


` gum is to be paid to any of thein for mileage. 
No special agent, in addition to the number 
authorized by the act, is to be hereafter ap- 
pointed or employed upon any business relating 
to the customs revenue. 
- Mr. FOWLER. I object to the passage of 
that bill now. 
. Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator from Ten- 
nessee will withdraw his objection a moment, 
I think if I make a statement in relation to 
this bill he will not interpose. 
; Mr. FOWLER. I should like to know 
. whether these are new officers. 
Mr. HAMLIN, That is what I want to state. 
Mr. FOWLER. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Under the existing law, as 


: pointed this class of officers. I think the bill 
provides for fifty-three. There are fifty-four in 
eommission to-day, and this bill limits the num- 


>: berand makes it one less than it nowis. There 


has been some controversy as to whether the 
Secretary had the power; but it has always 
been exercised. I have no doubt he has the 
i power; bat this bill systematizes it, and I will 
‘add that it diminishes the pay of those who 
: are at present in office. If you pass this bill 
| you cut down the number of these officers by 


: one; ‘you’ prescribe their duties, and you re: | 


| dace their compensation. That is all there is 
| in this bill, 


Mr. PATTERSON. Iwill say in addition, 


| ment for these special agents $86,000 a- year, 
and gives us a law by which they can properly 


| pointed, as was claimed, under the old act of 
| 1799; and-it:was the opinion of I believe every 
| member ‘of the Committee on Retrenchment 
that the eretary of the Treasury had no right 
| to appoint special agents under that act; but 
this bill gives us a law by which he is entitled 
to appoint these agents. I will say also, that 
i the Secretary of the Treasury has examined 
| the bill and it meets his entire approbation, 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I bave no doubt of it. 


the matter by law. Jt was not regulated at 


extraordinary practice, it seems to me, and 
one which, as far as I am ‘able to understand 
! the law, has no warrant in the law. Ido not 
| think that there is any authority, or that any 
; can be found in any act of 1799, or any other 
avt, that authorizes thia; but-it has been the 


other officers of the customs, required to be 


I withdraw the objection. | 


, that it decreases the expense of the Govern- || 


| be appointed. ‘They have heretofore been ap: |! 


Iam in favor of the bill because it regulates | 


all before, and the Secretaries were in the |; 
habit of appointing just. as many of these | 
agente as they pleased, and, as I understand, | 
| of paying them what they pleased—a most | 
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practice. One Secretary after another has 
followed it; and Secretaries of the Treasury 
have appointed these persons and allowed them 
| salaries of $5,000 a year, and Congress has 
|| never known anything about it. I understand 
|| some of these agents have been stationed in 
cities on a salary of $5,000and their incidental 
expenses paid, where they have rented rooms 
- and furnished them extravagantly; and all this 
` has been paid out of the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States, and Congress never had any account 
of itatall. I am very glad to have a law on 
the subject; but I àm sorry that the Commit- 
tee on Retrenchment has found it necessary 
to have fifty-three of these officers. It does 
seem to me that that is a very large number. 
I think they ought to be appointed by the Pres- 
ident and confirmed by the Senate. They are 
very important officers. The pay they will 
receive under this bill is to be ten dollars a 
day and their expenses. You will have rooms 
hired in the cities, furnished extravagantly, 
aad this will be a part of their expenses. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Let me say to the Sen- 
ator from Illinois that only two of these agents 
are to receive ten dollars a day and their ex- 

. penses. ‘The Secretary was rather desirous 

i; of our allowing extra agents to be employed, 

whom he might send abroad, at $2,000 a year; 

but the committee thought it was not necessary, 

and that two of the agents provided for in this 

biil at ten dollars a day could perform the 
, duties. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Are not all these agents 
, te have their expenses paid? 

i, . Mr. PATTERSON, Yes; but they are in 

|‘ three grades. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. I'am aware that they 

' are in three grades, one at six dollars, one at 
eight dollars, and the other at ten dollars a 

; day. That is not extravagant. 

' Mr. PATTERSON. No; two out of the first 
nineteen are to receive ten dollars, and the re- 

` maining seventeen eight dollars ; the next eight- 

‘i een. are to receive six dollars; another sixteen 
| five dollars.a day, each.grade with their ex- 
penses in addition to the per diem. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The per diem ig not ex- 
travagant, but under.this provision to pay their 
expenses you will find that a very. much larger 
sum than their per diem will be paid to them, 

| As they haveto travel, perhaps it may be neces- 
| sary in some instances to pay their expenses ; 
! but not only will those who travel have their 
‘expenses paid. It has been brought. to my 
|, notice during the present. session of Congress 
. that we have one of these officers of the cus- 
; toms established in one of our cities ona salary 
| of $5,000 a year who has rented ‘rooms and 
furnished them, I am sure from what I have 
|, heard, at not leas than $5,000 more. Whathe 
: does 1 do not know particularly. | I think there 
i was no authority originally. ney 
| . Mr. FOWLER. 1 wish to ask what the en- 
| tire aetual expense will be of these fifty-three 
|| officers, and what their duties will be? 
i 
| 
| 


-Mre TRUMBULL. -The entire cost it is im- 
possible to-atate, because we do not know how 
| much will-be allowdd them for expenses; but 
i; the per diem, the Senator from Tennessee will 
|! gee, is none toa large. ; Five, six, and eight 
|| dollars:a day is not more: than they ought to 
i have. . Their duties I eannot state so specific- 
|! aliy; Ihave only a general opinion of what 
| theyare; but:the particular officers I have been 
|: informed about perform very little service, as 
| Tunderstand, - y. Ai mia oos 
‘Tam in favor of regulating this. service’ by 
i: law,and-I am not going to complain now, and 
do not wish to cast any imputation upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury for appointing these 
officers. They have been appointed for years; 
eath Secretary followed the practice of his pre- 
decessor, and they have understood the law to 
be that they had authority to appoint these 
: agents.and: pay them what they pleased. I 
i; think. it was not a fair construction..of the 
| statute; but it is not strange that each Secre- 

tary should have followed the practice of the 


Hw 
i 
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Department. Itis avery convenient power to 
exercise. The Senator from New Hampshire 
tells us that the Secretary wants this number 
of agents fifty-three, he now having fifty-four. 
I am notable to inform the Senator from Ten- 
nessee what these fifty-three or fifty-four agents 
have to do. 
numbe 
it provided for the appointment of these offi- 


cers by the President and their confirmation | 
by the Senate, that we might know who they | 


were. ; 
Mr. PATTERSON. I will say that thenum:- | 


ber under the late Secretary of the Treasury 


It seems to me to be a very large ` 
r, and 1 should like this bill better if 


was as high as seventy-four or seventy-five. - 


The present Secretary has cut down the num- 
berto fifty-four. A delegation of the Commit- 


tee on Retrenchment went to see the Secretary | 
get along with a; 

e said he could | 
'! they never would have been instituted. 
Mr. HOWE. That is refreshing. I guess, ` 


to ascertain if he could not 
less number than fifty-three. 
not possibly ; that that number was necessary 


in order to examine the books and to detect ;; 


frauds which were being committed upon the ' 
Government by officers and others in the col- | 


lection of the revenue and in smuggling. 


believe that the whole expense, supposing that . 


the entire number, fifty-three, is appointed, | 


will be about one hundred dollars a day less 
than the amount now paid for this service. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I wish now to reply to 
another question which I heard the Senator 
from Tennessee propound to the Senator from 
Illinois. It was, who are these officers and 
what are their duties? They are detectives 
mainly, and they are placed all along around 


the Treasury, detected a great many frauds. I 
should like to inquire of him if he knows of 
an officer of the customs service who has ever 
been removed from office through the efforts 
of these special agents and detectives. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. They watch the smug- 
glers. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is what I meant. They 
the officers. 

Mr. HOWE. The Senator says they have 


not detected any frauds in the officers of the | i 
u that compensation. 
Gf the service is to go on at all the provision 


customs service, but frauds among the import- 
ers. Has he known any prosecution instituted 
by the efforts of these agents? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, hundreds. While I 
was collector at Boston they were as numerous 


almost as the stars. There was hardly a day | 
that a suit was not instituted through the in- | 


strumentality of these men, without which 


then, we had better increase the number. 

do not see the sense of striking down one of 
these faithful servants who are saving money 
to the Treasury. Besides that, I want to know 
what is the ground of the faith expressed by 


‘ the Senator from New Hampshire that striking 


off one of these agents will save thirty-five or 


© thirty-six thousand dollars a year. 


the border at distant points from each other; ` 


and my experience in the collection of the 


Mr. PATTERSON. I referred tothe num- | 


ber which had been in existence under the last 
Administration, which was seventy-nine. I 


said seventy-four before, but there were sev- |; 


enty-nine under the last Administration. The 
present Secretary has cut down the number to 
fifty-four, and this bill cats it down to fifty- 


revenue is such that I can say, without any | three 


doubt whatever, that I have known no single || i 
|; the 


agent who has not been instrumental in put- 


I would almost say tenfold the amount | 


ting, 
of Ris compensation into the Treasury by the 
detection of frauds upon the revenue that 
would never otherwise reach the collectors in 
the world. They do it on all occasions. 
know a very large number of cases. They are 
in the nature of detectives. When you place 
one of these men in connection with each of 
the principal collection districts of the coun- 
try you will not have very many others to dis- 
of. There is where they are; they aro 
with the principal collection districts, and they 
are along the frontier ; and they have been a 
most economical force in aid of the finances 
of the country. That I know. 
. Mr. FOWLER. I withdraw my objection, 
but I wish to make a remark. ‘Theentire ex- 


pense of this force will be $36,500 a year less | 


than what is now paid, as we are told. They 
may, of course, be necessary and useful for the 
parece of collecting the revenue. I do not 

now enough about that to understand pre- 
cisely of what benefit they may be; but I be- 
lieve what the committee have said in regard 
to it, and I have no doubt they bave tried to 
cut down the expenses of the Government in 
this way; but I hope still that this force will 
not be appointed. I do not know that the Gov- 
ernment can get along without them ; bat I am 
ready to believe, reasoning from my knowledge 
.of the people of the United States, that they 
could do without this kind of force. I think it 
a terrible force—fifty-three detectives. It is 
one class of the numerous swarms of spies and 
informers that infest the country and will sooner 
or later eat it up. Perhaps in this department 
of the service they are less objectionable than 
in any other, and I will grant that; but still I 
think the committee ought to have cut down 
this force at least one. half, and I shall vote 
for the bill only out of respect to their judg- 
ment. If I was to determine the question with 
regard to my own feelings and judgment I 
believe I should oppose the appointment of any 
force of this nature. 

Mr. HOWE. The Senator from Maine has 
expressed the belief that this is an economical 
measure, and that these agents are economical 


three. 
Mr. HOWE. This will not save much over 
resent expense. 
r. PATTERSON. No; but we do not 
want the Secretary to have power to appoint 
an indefinite number. 

Mr. HOWE. I do not want him to have 
that power. I do not know that I shall make 
any objection to the passage of the bill; but I 
think officers as important as these should be 
appointed by the President and confirmed by 
the Senate. Another question I should like 
to have explained is what the reason is for 
discriminating in the grades of these men. 
Why divide them into classes, and discriminate 
in the pay to be accorded to them? 

Mr. CONKLING. If nobody else is dis- 
pore to answer the honorable Senator from 

isconsin I beg to make a suggestion to him. 
First, if these men be nominated to the Senate 


and confirmed here a proclamation goes abroad | 
who they are; and then, as the good book says |; 


of their official service) it leaves them for their 
own maintenance and their own compensation 
$3,650 a year. That will not, I am sure, ob- 
tain the services of such men as I can remem- 
ber. Ido not refer at this moment to those 
who are in the service now, for I do not know 


| so well who they may be; but going back a 
|i few years, I am sure L can remember men who 


| detect frauds committed by importers, not by | 


I believe were honest, and who I think ren- 
| dered efficient service, such as the Senator 


| from Maine has spoken of, who would never 


bargain their time in such service as this for 
Therefore, it seems to me 


| should enable the Secretary, without proclaim- 


'; ing to the world whom he selects, to select his 


i 


to us, it is idle to ‘‘spread a net in the sight | 


of any bird.” If you are to notify all the smug- 
glers on the frontiers of New York who the 
particular man to set to watch them is they will 
take notice of him. 

The Senator asks, why grade them? .I con- 
fess the doubt the appeal suggests to me on 
that point is in the other direction. You grade 
them because you want men of different quali- 
ties and different values. A man-who is good 


to act for a certain purpose which the Secre- | 


tary may have is a wholly inadequate man to 
erform the functions of some of these officers, 
if in trath there is any use for them at all, 
because they require a good deal of compre- 
hension, a good deal of talent. In- short, they 
require a man whose time anywhere would be 
of considerable use to himself or to somebody 
else. Therefore, I assume, they are graded. 
Now, let me state one thing which strikes 
me about the bill. As I turn back and recall 
men whom I have known within the last ten 
years to occupy these positions in places of 
importance, 1 think of men who cannot be 
hired if they are to receive only $3,650—I 
believe that is it; ten dollars a day and neces- 
sary expenses. If necessary expenses mean 
expenses aside from personal expenses and 
family expenses (that is, those expenses only 


officers; that they have saved a great deal to || which they incur by reason of their travel and 


own agents; and then I am strongly inclined 
to think that in order to render the service 
efficient there ought to be discretionary power 
‘ with him, or lodged somewhere else, which 
: will enable him to pay, at least to exceptional 
men, more compensation than that established 
by these grades. 

Mr. MORTON. I know something about 
the character of the service performed by these 
special agents. It is essentially confidential 
in its character, at least to a very great extent. \ 
| It seems to me it would be entirely improper 
| to require nominations to be sent to the Senate 

for these appointments and have them con- 
firmed in the usual way by the Senate. These 
appoidtments are often temporary; they de- 
pend upon the exigencies of the service. The 
Secretary may want twenty next week for a 
short time, then to be discharged. I think he 
should not be limited in the number. If the 
service required him to appoint seventy-five 
instead of fifty-three he ought to have the 
power to do it. The service is of that particu- 
lar character that he should not be limited in 
the number. Entertaining these views, I think 
it my duty to object to the present considera- 
tion of the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Indiana objects, and the bill will be passed over. 


ABANDONED PROPERTY. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 178) to enablethe 
Secretary of the Treasury to collect wrecked 
and abandoned property, derelict claims, and 
dues belonging to the United States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That had better go over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. 


SOULE AND COMPANY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 891) for the relief of Charles E. 
Dole ; which was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. By its terms the Secretary of 
the Treasury is authorized to ascertain, in such 
manner as may be satisfactory to him, the facts 
| connected with the importation of certain 
pork, flour, fish, and other supplies, valued at 
$1,530 40, in 1868, by Soule & Co. at Moose 
river, in the-collection district of Bath, in the 
State of Maine, and if he shall be satisfied 
that these articles are as alleged of the pro- 
duce, growth, or manufacture of the United 
States, in the same conditionas when exported 
therefrom, the Secretary is authorized to remit 
or refund the duties accruing on the importa- 
tion of the same. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 


| the third time, and passed. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. An amend- 
ment to the title was the only amendment 
made by the Committee on Finance. After a 
full examination the bill was found to be cor- 
rect, but by a singular inadvertence the name 
of the party was wrongly inserted. This was 
the firm of ‘Soule & Co.” Charles E. Dole 
was “company,” and the bill was. entitled 
‘t For the relief of Charles E. Dole,” whereas 
it should have been ‘‘ For the relief of Soule 

? 


Co.” 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The title will be 
so amended.. : ; : 
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NATIONAL JUNCTION RAILWAY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 572) to amend an act incorporat- 
ing the National Junction Railway Company. 

Mr. SCOTT. I desire that that bill should 
go over for the present. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill willbe |! 


passed over. 
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF LETTERS AND ARTS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 854)-to incorporate the National Acad- 
emy of Letters and Arts. 
Mr. HAMLIN, Let that go over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 


passed over. 
OMAHA AND NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD. 


Mr. THAYER. I ask the Senate now to 


consider Senate bill No. 893, which was before | 


laid over informally. 


the bill (S. No. 393) to aid in the construction 
of the Omaha and Northwestern railroad and 
telegraph line, from Omaha, via the mouth of 
Niobrara, river to Fort Berthold, Dakota Ter- 
ritory. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported 
the bill with amendments. 

The first amendment of the committee was 
in section two, line six, to strike out the word 
“timber.”? . 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to add to the end 
of section two ‘‘not exceeding forty acres at 
any one place.” ; 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section five, 
line eight, to strike out ‘‘ 1885” and insert 
1880,” as the time required for the comple- 
tion of the road. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


_ The next amendment was in section seven, 
line four, to strike out the word “ Territories ”’ 
and inert ‘of the United States;’’ so as to 
Tread: 


That the said Omaha and Northwestern Railroad 
Company shall be governed by the provisions of the 
general railroad and telegraph laws ofthe respect- 
ive States, and of the United States, through which 
said railroad and telegraph lines shall pass. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


_ The next amendment was in section eight, 
line two, after the word ‘‘act,’’ to strike out 
the words—— 


Bat where the same shall contain timber, so much 
of the timber thereon as shall bo required to con- 
struct said road is hereby granted to said company. 


So that the section will read : 


That all mineral lands shall be excepted from 
the operations of this act: Provided, That the term 

mineral lands ” shall not include lands containing 
coal and iron, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


_Mr. WILSON. I move to add as an addi- 
tional section to the bill the following : 


Brc. —, And be it further enacted, That the lands 
granted by this act, excepting only such as are neces- 
sary for the company to reserve for depots, stations, 
nide-tracks, wood-yards, standing-ground, and other 
needful uses in operating the road, and timber and 
mineral land, shall be sold to actual settlers only, 
a u quantities not more than one hundred and 
sr y acres to any one person, at such prices as will 
aure to said company, its successors or assigns as 

loresai ; an average price of not more than 2 50 
a acre for the land actually certified by the Sec- 
H y of the Interior to said company for each 

ae ni section of ten miles of said railroad or 
jane thereof; and to insure an enforcement of this 
ra ‘th it shall be the duty of the company receiv- 
oi g ® certificates from the Secretary of the Inte- 
phe i aforesaid, for tho lands granted in aid of the 
rail Aen of the firstsection of ten miles of said 
vet a and branch without delay to fix a price 
ine id one hundred and sixty acre tract described 
rh certificates, in such manner and at such rates 
shall e average price of the whole amount certified 
te not exceed $250 per aore, and report the same 
heer etary of the Interior, exposing a copy of 
À mott tothe publicin the office of the secretary 
any ch company and in the district land office; and 
7- pereon actually settling upon said land, or any 

a ant subdivision thereof not greater than a 
er section, shall have the right to purchase, at 


| pany; an 
Interior to issue to such purchaser a patent for tho - 

i land described in his certificate, as in cases of land 

sold by the United States. And thesame form of pro- |, 


‘discussion several times in the Senate. 


the price so fixed, any unsold and unclaimed pareel of 
said land upon payment of said price to the officer ap- 
pointed to receive the money bysaid company; and 
on payment therefor it shall be the duty of the officer 
of such company to make out triplicate certificates of 
the sale, under the seal of the company, send one to 
the Sceretary of the Interior, and deliver one to the 
purchaser, and retain the other for the use of thecom- 
it shall be the duty of theSecretary of the 


ceeding shall be observed with respect to the lands 


certified by tho Secretary of the Interior on each suc- | 
ceeding completed section of ten miles of the main :! 
line of said railroad and the branch thereof: Pro- i 


; vided, That no certificate of lands to such company | 


on any completed section after the first shall be made 
by the Secretary of the Interior until he shall have 


received a report as aforesaid of tho price fixed on the - 


land certified for the next preceding completed sec- 


, tion of said railroad or branch thereof: And provided . 
i further, That if any of the lands granted as afore- | 
' said, and lying and being situated conterminous with | 


any completed section of ten miles of said road or 


branches, shal! remain unsold and not paid for accord- | 


ing to the provisions of this act for one year after the 


m 5 ae + | completion of said section, the certificates heretofore 
c lhea boing no nhjpctions Pin rue Sd he | issued may be returned to the Secretary of the Inte- 
ommi V hole, o consider | 


: tot 


rior, whereupon patents to said lands shall be issued 
he company. And the Secretary of the Interior 
shall prescribe all necessary rules and regulations to 


: earry into effect this act. 


Mr. STEWART: I hope that will not be | 
| adopted. ia 


Mr. POMEROY. This is an amendment 
which has been attached to some bills. This 


bill and the Arkansas bill it was not attached | 


to, because in the Arkansas case the lands had 
been in market a good many years, and under 
the graduation act they had been offered at a 
greatly reduced price from $1 25 an acre; and 
so we thought to now makethem average $2 50 
might be, if not impossible, injurious to the 
company. It was rot put on to this bill be- 
cause this road from Omaha northwest to a con- 
nection with the Northern Pacific railroad is 
through a sandy, hilly country west of Omaha 
where the lands are very light and very poor; 
and the committee thought, at least I thought, 
that to put an arbitrary price or any price that 
would look like $2 50 an acre would be put- 
ting a price that would be an injury to the 


company and to the settlers both. So far as ; 
the route follows the valleys, if these lands had | 


not been taken by settlers the amendment 
would be a very good one; but the valleys 
have been taken, and the grant is confined now 
to those bluffs and -hills which are not worth 
the money. 

Mr. STEWART. Does this amendment 
require that lands shall be sold to actual 
settlers ? 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes. 

Mr. STEWART. How can you have actaal 
settlers on that land till after the railroad is 
built? 

Mr. POMEROY. It requires that they shall 
be sold to actual settlers at an average of $2 50 
an acre. 

Mr. HOWE. .This subject has been under 
I have 
not said a word about it, and I am only going 
to say one or two words now; and the first 
is that I am opposed to this amendment be- 
cause it is not honest; it is not a fair proposi- 
tion, There is not a man living of good sound 
judgment who, if he owned the public domain, 
would not be very glad to give one half of any 
tract of it, twenty miles in width, to havea rail- 
road built through it. These lands now can- 
not be sold at $1 25anacre. Whoever builds 


‘the road adds value to, the whole, that which 


the Government retains and that which it grants 
to the company. What it adds to the value 
of one half of the land certainly the railroad 
ought to have. The fair thing would be, the 
honest thing would be, between the Govern- 
ment and the company, to let them have the 
excess of ail the lands over ten shillings an 
acre. That the Government never has done 


and never will do; but when they undertake | 


to improve, by the construction of a highway, 


the value of all the lands, can you do less than | 
to give them the increased value of one half? | 


If it be said that this enables great corpora- 


|| tions and large capitalists to keep the public 
| lands out of market I have only to say to those 
who fear that that they do not understand the 
ingenuity of frontier settlers. The capitalist 
i that can hold public lands within one of these 
| Municipalities a great while and pay taxes 
+ mast be a heavier man than we have been in 
: the habit of having invest in these lands. 

| Mr. THAYER. I hope we shall take a vote 
‘| and that the amendment will not be adopted. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
; on the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
| chusetts, 

| The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I offer the following 
amendment as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That two hundred thou- 
sand acres of tho public lands are hereby granted to 
' the Junction and Breakwater Railroad Company, in 
the State of Delaware, to aid said company in the 
construction of a pier at Lewes, Sussex county, Del- 
aware; said land to be located under the direction 
of tho Secretary of the Interior. 

I wish to appeal to the generosity of our 
western friends, and also to appeal to the 
© members from the Atlantic States, to aid in 

the passage of this amendment. You are 
. giving away the public lands to the western 
States, against which States I have no preju- 
dice, and to corporations in the western States, 
ii by hundreds of thousands and millions of acres. 
You have given away to one company as much 
land nearly as there was in the original States 
more land than there is in the New Englan 
States, New York, Ohio, and Indiana; and 
you have given to another company more land 
than it would take to make an empire as large 
as that of France. Since you have commenced 
this work of giving away the public lands, I 
i ask you, what have the old States, the States 
on the Atlantic border, received? Not one 
' acre. Now, I appeal to my eastern friends to 
aid me in the passage of this amendment, and 
i I appeal to the generosity of western members 
| to aid in its passage.: Are you not willing to 
| give to the whole Atlantic border two hundred 
; thousand acres, the smallest quantity asked for 
| in this bill? 

I am not opposing the bill of my friend from 
Nebraska, but I wish to improve his bill. I 
wish to know the reason why gentlemen here 
from the Atlantic States are not asking for 
some of this public domain, and I want to 
know what these States have done that in the 
distribution of this vast domain they cannot 
be allowed one single acre. 
| Bir, I am glad to see the development of the 
|, West and the improvement of the West; but 
| certainly in this land secured ‘by the common 
treasure of the country we bave some interest, 
and I ask the Senate to aid me in- the passage 
of my amendment. 

We have a railroad now running tothe town 
of Lewes. We need a pier; it is near your 
breakwater. We are unable to build that pier. 
| The country.is interested to the extent of hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in the navigation 
| of the Delaware river and bay. All yourship- 
| ping that goes out of the port of Philadelphia 
and all that goes into the port of Philadelphia, 
and all your shipping that goes to New York, 
in stress of weather has to put into that break- 
|.water; and I have known the time when ves- 
! sels and ships have been wrecked on that coast 
that could have been saved ‘if we had had a 
| pier of sufficient dimensions to enable persons 
i to go out far enough to aid in the saving of 
ıı property and life. ` l 

y friend from. Nebraska is very anxious 
that I should say no more, and I will yield to 
| him; but I shall expect his vote for my amend- 
ment. +8 : ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
_ on the amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
i; ware. : 

Mr. NYE. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
whether it is proper to add an amendment to 
the amendment? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
to the amendment is in order. 


lt 
| 


“An amendment 
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Mr. NYE. Then I move toamend by insert- 
ing ‘‘ lying within the boundaries of the State 
of Delaware.”’ i 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I must make a remar 
upon that amendment. Because Delaware has 
no public lands, because Virginia has no public 
lands, because New York bas no public lands, 
because Maine has no public lands, Massachu- 
setts no public lands, Maryland no public lands 
lying within their borders, but have a common 
interest in public lands lying within the Terri- 
toriesand, ifyou please, in the State of Nevada, 
is the State of Delaware and are the other 
States I have mentioned to be deprived of their 
rights? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


on the amendment of the Senator from Ne- | 
vada to the amendment of the Senator from |; , 
ii tion to that. 


Delaware. 


~- The amendment to the amendment was | 


rejected. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
reours on the ameudment of the Senator from 


Delaware. e 
Mr. DRAKE. I would inquire whether it 


has ever been the case that the United States | 


of America have granted lands in aid of a rail- 


road company for a road only a mile and a 
half long; for I guess that is about the full » 


length of this road in the State of Delaware? 


Nr. BAYARD. It would be very well, per- ` 
haps, for the Senator from: Missouri to get a 
little more information before he undertakes | 
to speak of subjects like this; and I might say | 
that the remark would not be confined to the |: 


pon instance. The matter of the Delaware 
reakwater is one which the merchants of New 
York have more interest in than the people of 
the State of Delaware. If there is a work of 
blie importance, one which is not confined 

y a matter of State lines, it is that which is a 
shelter for the whole shipping of the United 


Mr. DRAKE. I certainly did not suppose 
that I should disturb the equanimity of either 
Senator.from Delaware by the jocose remark 
that I made. Since he takes it so earnestly I 
beg to take it all back, and to admit that that 
railroad is probably s little more than a mile 
and ahalflong. [Laughter.] ze 
. The VICE PRESIDENT. The question i 
on the amendment of the Senator trom Dela- 
ware, (Mr. Sautssury.]  ; 

The amendment was rejected; there being, 
on a division—ayes 20, noes 28. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
insection one, line thirteen, by striking out the 
words ‘‘ their said junction with the said North- 
ern Pacific railroad’’ and inserting ‘‘ the north- 
ern bonndary of the State of Nebraska.’’ 
the bill now reads the grant.is for a road ex- 
tending from Omaha ina northwestern direction 
to the northern boundary of the State, and 
thence through what is now a reservation made 
for the Sioux Indians: E thiak it woald be 
well not to extend the grant into that territory 
at the present time, 9° 5 ioo To 

Mr. RAMSEY. The Land Office always put 
that construction on these grante,- - u 
. Mr. EDMUNDS... It is better to have it in 
the law. oa J ma eon a Sa 

Mr. THAYER. Would-not the object -be 
accomplished by striking out.the words “to 
their said junction with: the said ‘Northern 
-Pacific railroad,’ without inserting any other 


words? . — : vo Seles 
Mr. HARLAN. I think the amendment I 
have proposed will effect the preeise object I 
have in view; that is, to make a grant to the 
‘northern border of the State ‘and no further. 
Mr. THAYER, I do not object to that, 
-although there is really no reservation: north 
-of the State; none has been confirmed. : «= 
Mr. HARLAN. ‘There has been one made 
‘$n pursuance of law, and there are some fifteen 
or twenty thousand Indians now residing omit. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 
jon the amendment of the Senator from Iowa. 
The amendment was agreed to. i 


I ‘move to amend the bill | 


As | 


i 
i 
{ 


| 


i 
i 


\ 


| 


| 
| 


: 80, it may. enter this reservation. 


Mr. HARLAN. I move to amend further 
by adding the following proviso to section two: 

Provided, Thatsaid road shall not be located within 
any Indian reservation, except with the approval of 
the President of the United States, and on such terms 
and conditions as he may prescribe, which shall not 
be inconsistent with the laws regulating trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes. 

There is, I will observe, an Indian reserva- 
tion within the State of Nebraska, at the mouth 
of the Niobrara river, and it may be desirable 
that this company should tap the north line 
of the State at the mouth of the river, and if 
I desire 


` that the President may have power to exclude 
‘it from the reservation, or if he permits it to | 
: enter that the road shall go in with the limita- 


i 
i 
\ 


| the mouth of the 


i! eught to h 


: tions prescribed by him. 


Mr. POMEROY. There can be no objec- 


Mr. THAYER. 
amendment. ; 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. THAYER. I move to amend the first 


I do not object to the 


section, in the ninth line, by striking out the . 


words ‘‘at or near Fort Berthold ;’’ so as to 
read, *‘and effect a junction in the Territory of 
Dakota with the Northern Pacific railroad.” 

Mr. POMEROY. That is to make it in 
harmony with the other amendment. 

Mr. THAYER. Yes, sir. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. THAYER, the title was 


| amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill to aid in the 
‘| construction of the Omaha and Northwestern : 


railroad and telegraph line from Omaha, via 
iobrara river, to a point of 
junction with the Northern Pacéfic railroad 
in the Territory of Dakota.’’ 


ABANDONED PROPERTY. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I objected a few moments 
ago to the consideration of House joint reso- 
lution No. 173, respecting the collection of 
wrecked and abandoned property. I have 
looked at it with the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
SHERMAN, | who has suggested sundry amend- 
ments of phraseology, which, while the regola- 
tion still accomplishes his purpose, makes it 
satisfactory to me. I therefore withdraw the 
objection I made in order that it may be con- 
sidered. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Letitbe read as I propose 
to amend it. This is a bill by which nobody 
can be benefited except the United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 


eration of the joint resolution (H. R. No, 178) || 


to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to col- 
lect wrecked and abandoned property, dere- 
lict claims, and dues belonging to the United 


States, ws ; 
Mr. SHERMAN... I send my amendment 
to the desk... - 
The Secretary. It is proposed to amend 
the resolution by striking out all after the 
resolving clause and inserting: 


That the Secretary of the.Treasury is hereby au- 
thorized to make such contracts and provisionsashe 
may deem most advantageous forthe interests ofthe 
Government, for the preservation, sale, or collection 
of any property or the proceeds thereaf which may 
have been wrecked, abandoned, or become derelict, 
‘being within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
or which ought to cometo the United States, and 
which are now withheld or retained by any person, 
corporation, or municipality whatever, and which 
ave come into the possestkon or custody of 
or been collected or received by the United States; 
and in such contracts to allow sueh compensation to 
any pérson giving information thereof, or who shall 
actually preserve, collect, surrender, or pay over the 
same, ag the Secretary of the Treasury may deem 
just and reasonable: Provided, Thatnocostor claim, 
of whatever name or nature, shall become charge- 
able to the United States in’ so obtaining, preserv- 
ing, collecting, receiving, or making available prop- 
erty, debts, or interests which shall not be paid from 
such moneys as shall be realized and received from 
the money so collected, under each specific agree- 
ment. ots 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I would inquire of the 


Senator from Ohio if he purposes to strike out 


the ninth and tenth lines, which authorize the 
collection of moneys and dues? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Ver. 
mont [Mr. Epmunps] seemed to think that 
clause went too far. Ido not think so myself, 
He thought it might extend beyond the imme- 
diate purpose of this resolution, which is to 
reclaim property growing out of the war. I 
think it stood better as the House sent it to 
us; but it is important to pass itin some form, 
and I consent to the amendment rather than 
have delay about it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The attention of the 
Judiciary Committee has been called to an 
amendment which was proposed to make on 
one of the appropriation bills authorizing the 
payment of not exceeding two per cent. to the 
United States attorneys throughout the United 
States to prosecute bonds and other claims in 
favor of the Government, to be paid out of the 
amounts they collected. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is a different ques- 


tion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; this covers “any 
moneys, dues, or other interests belonging to 
the United States which are now withheld or 
retained by any person.” This bill would cover 
that class of cases where a bond has been for- 
feited. The district attorneys, I understand, 
are in the habit of obtaining a judgment against 
the securities, and there they leave it. They 


' do not consider it any part of their business to 


‘look after property, to see tbat executions are 
- issued and money collected upon them; and 


‘bama and my friend 


the consequence is that the Government very 
seldom collects anything upon these forfeited 
obligations. It was represented that it would 
be better to give some inducement to the dis- 
trict attorneys to prosecute that class of cases. 
Although this bill speaks of wrecked and aban- 
doned property, it will be seen that in its gen- 
eral language it embraces any case where there 
are dues to the Government of the United 
States which are withheld by any person. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is a House bill sent 
to us to accomplish a particular purpose, and 
I should dislike very much to have it embar- 
rassed with the question of the authority of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to employ attorneys 
to collect old judgments. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is allin this bill, un- 
less the Senator. proposes to strike out the 
words to which I have called attention. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Those words are stricken 
out, and this amendment simply provides for 
the collection of the proceeds of property 
wrecked and abandoned. l ' 

Mr. WARNER. I hope the Senator from 
Ohio will withdraw his amendment. I think 
the occasion of this bill is the fact that it is 
generally understood that there is throughout 
the lately rebellious States a good deal of prop- 
erty, ence the property of the confederate 
States, which ought to come to the United 
States. ` 
. Mr. SHERMAN. I will say to the Senator 
from Alabama that my amendment covers all 
kinds of property, but it does not include a 
claim against a private citizen, for instance, 
notgrowing outof the war. It covers all kinds 
of property or proceeds of property that have 
become derelict. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It includes everything 
except claims of the United States against its 
own officers. The language of the joint reso- 
lution as originally presented, without the 
amendment, would cover all balances in the 


i hands of all the officers of the United States. 


It cannot be the proper policy of the law to 
commit to the Secretary of the Treasury, or to 
anybody else, the power to compound and sell 


| out our rigkts against our own officers without 


the consent of Congress in each specific case; 
whereas the object which my friend from Ala- 
from Ohio have in view 
is a perfectly proper one, and the amendment 
as it now stands will cover that completely. 
Mr. WARNER. I do not know where 
this bill originated ; but the attention -of the 


1870. 


Finance Committee was called to it, and I saw 


1869, the compensation per day of the seventy- 


at once what it was intended to meet. I think |; nine agents of the Treasury amounted to $447, 
if the power given in this bill is wisely used, 
as | havenodoubt it will be by the Secretary of | 


the Treasury, the Government may be large] 

the gainer thereby. There is a good deal o 

property in the southern States which at one 
time or other belonged to the confederate 
States which has since passed into the hands 
of other parties claiming it. The Government 
officers have not held it to be their duty to 
hunt up, ferret out, and bring into the pos- 
session of the United States this property ; 


and it is alleged that other parties may, by ` 


iving them some interest, some compensation, 
Ko this; and if the amendment does not affect 
that I have no objection to it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The amendment covers 
all that perfectly. 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. The word 


‘abandoned’’ is a very sweeping word, in my | 


opinion. I object to the present consideration 
of the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The word ‘ abandoned” 
is limited by the subsequent words, which define 
it to mean property that ought to belong to the 
United States. The question mast first be de- 
termined by the courts. It is only property 
which is abandoned and under the law belongs 
to the United States. Certainly abandoned 
property may belong to the States, and this 
does not cover that case; it only covers cases 
where the title is in the United States. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Will this 
cover tax sales made by the United States of 
property in the southern States? 

r. SHERMAN. No, sir; only derelictand 
abandoned property—property that belonged 
to the confederate government. 

Mr. WARNER. I suggest to the Senator 
from Ohio whether the word ‘or’? ia the 
eighth line ought not to be changed to “‘ and,” 


80 as to cover the point raised by the Senator | 


from Maryland. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That part of the measure 
is stricken out entirely in the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


| wish to know of the committee, and that is | 


` a day certainly. 


. should certainly object to the consi 


and the expenses of these agents ran up to 
$160 per day, making over six hundred dollars 
a day inall. Under the present bill the daily 
compensation of the agents will be $842, and 
adding $150 for expenses will make $492 in all. 

Mr. FOWLER. Heretofore it has cost the 
Government $600 a day. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FOWLER. Last year? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FOWLER. This year how much? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Four hundred and 
ninety-two dollars. 

Mr. SHERMAN, This billsaves $100 a day. 

Mr. FOWLER. I believe the committee 
has endeavored to do its duty in regard to cut- 
ting down this enormous expense. Indeed it 
is perfectly frightful to think of expending 
$600 a day for such creatures as these must 
be. I have understood that some of them are 
honest and honorable men. I do not know 
exactly what kind of a man would undertake 
such a business as this, perhaps that kind of 
man could beinduced to do it, but to pay $600 
aday out of the Treasuryof the United States 
for such service as this is to me monstrons. I 
think if the committee would entertain this bill 
a little longer they could cut it down to $200 
am certain that the service 
of the Government would be a great deal bet- 
ter if it were reduced to that. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will now report that part of the bill as it will 
read if amended as proposed. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


_ That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury shall be, and 
is hereby, authorized to appoint special agents, not 
exceeding fifty-three in number, for the purpose of 
making the examinations of the books, papers, &c. 


The VICE PRESIDENT, ‘The Senator 


' from New Hampshire moves to amend by 
striking out the words ‘at any one time.” 


I do not intend to object to the bill, but still , 
I do not think the committee have brought it 


‘ anything like to the point to which they should 


bring it. Instead of reducing the number to 

fifty-three, I understand the bill is to be so 

amended as to enable the Secretary of the 

Treasury to increase it beyond sa fas I 
e 


the bill at that point. 


are certainly adequate. There is one thing I | 


_ whether these fifty-three officers are to receive 


i ered by them and reported by them to the | 


Mr. FOWLER. I should like to hear the ` 


amendment read. 

The Secretary read the amendment. 

Mr. FOWLER. I object to the consideration 
of that resolution new. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


be passed over. 
TREASURY SPECIAL AGENTS. 


Mr. PATTERSON. The Senator from Indi- © ous amount of money paid out to these men, - 


he withdraws his objection to House bill No. | my understanding i8 and always bas bees that 


902, It has been read, and I ask that it be i gal transactions they discover and reportto the | 


ana [Mr. Morton] authorizes me to say that 


considered further. 


y unanimous consent, the consideration of | 


the bill (H. R. No. 902) limiting the appoint- 

ment of certain officers in the Treasury De- 

periment was resumed as in Committee of the 
ole, 


Mr. PATTERSON. I move to amend in | 


the fifth line of the first section by striking out 

e words ‘‘at any one time ; ‘‘ so as to read: 
: Thst the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and 
is hereby, authorized to appoint special agents, not 
at fifty-three in number, for the purpose of 


making the examinations of the books, apers, and 
accounts of eollectora, &c. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Whatis the effect of that 
amendment? 
., Mr. PATTERSON. As the bill now stands 
it might be interpreted in this way: that he 
shali have the privilege of appointing fifty- 
three at one time, and perhaps at another time 
fty-three more; so that it would not limit the 
number, This will limit the number in service 
at any one time to fifty-three. 
i Mr. FOWLER. Ishonld like to know what 
ti me rric costs the Government at the present 


Mr. PATTERSON. On the 4th of March, 


l 


: precisely as it stands now. 
] P.. { m : down the number of special agents. 
Tennessee objects, and the joint resolution will | 


a certain portion of the goods that are discov- 


courts. Are they to receive a moiety? 

Mr. PATTERSON. There is no provision 
in this bill for their receiving it. 

Mr. FOWLER. But they will receive it, 

Mr. PATTERSON. There is nothing in 
this bill on that subject. It leaves that matter 


Mr. COLE. I think they do now receive 


something like it. 


This bill only cuts | 


Mr. FOWLER. In addition to this enorm- | 


they receive a certain moiety from all the ille- 


courts; at any rate, for all the convictions that 
are had. Here is another evil of the system. I 


i| think the bill ought to provide against that. It 


ought to provide for paying these officers a saf- 


| ficient salary to enable them to discharge their 


duties properly and serve the Government as ` 
they ought to serve it, and then deprive them © 
of the opportunity of abstracting a much larger | 
sum from the Treasury of the United States ` 


through this moiety system. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I suggest that that is 
not an objection to this bill. It may be an 
objection to some other law, but notto the bill 
that is now before the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it be reported. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be re- 


pores by the Secretary. The Secretary would ' 
l 


ke the Senator from New Hampshire to repeat 


it, and state the precise point where he wishes | 


the amendment made. 

Mr. PATTERSON, My amendment is to 
strike out in the fifth line after the word 
“ number” the words “at any one time.” 


| 


c ration of | how 
Fifty-three, to my mind, || x 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PATTERSON. I move to amend far- 
ther by inserting at the end of the second sec- 
tion the words ‘‘ or any other expenses except 
such as are actually incurred in the discharge 
of their official duties ;’’ so that the proviso 
will read: 


Provided, That no sum shall be paid to any such 
agents for mileage, or any other oOxpenses except 
such as aro actually incurred in the discharge of 
their official duties. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The purpose which this 
bill has in view is a very good one indeed. 
The construction of it now is probably what I 
propose, but to make it sure I move to amend 
the bill in section three, line one, afier the 
word “that,” by inserting the words “the 
present number of special agents shall be re- 
duced to fifty-three, and;’’ so that the section 
will read: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the present 
number of special agents shall be reduced to fifty- 
three, and no special agent in addition to the num- 
ber authorized by this actshall be hereafter appointed 
or employed upon any business relating to the cus- 
toms revenue. 


The amendment was agreed to. _ 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the bill is re- 
ported to the Senate I wish to hear read the 
provision touching compensation as it stands 


Mr. McCREERY. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 


Mr. PATTERSON. Let us finish this bill. 


i It will take but a few moments. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I hope the Senator from 
Kentucky will change his motion to a motion 
to go into executive session. 

The VICE PRESIDENT.  Doesthe Senator 
from Kentucky insist on his motion or yield? 

Mr. McCREERY. I yield to the Senator 
from New Hampshire. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 


+ New York asks that the portion of the bill in 
' regard to compensation be read. The Secre- 


i; some compensation in that form, moieties or | tary will read it, 


‘The Secretary read the second section of the 


i bill, as amended, as follows: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That said special 
agents shall be divided into three classes. The first 
classshall consist of nineteen agoats, two of whom 
shall each receive, in addition to the expenses neces- 
sarily and actually incurred by him, a compensation 
of ten dollars per day, and seventeen of whom shall 
each receive, in addition to expenses necessarily and 


i actually incurred by him, a compensation of eight dol- 


lars per day. The second class shall consist of six- 


; teen agents, each of whom shall receive, in addition 
: toexpenges necessarily and actually incurred by him, 


'& com 


nsation of six dollars per day. The thi 


: class shall consist of eighteen agents, each of whom 


shall receive, in addition to expenses necessarily 
and actually incurred by him, a compensation of 
five dollars perday. And the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is hereby authorized to make such rules and 


: regulations, not inconsistent with law, for the gov- 
; ernment of said special agents as he may deem expe- 


dient and necessary: Provided, That no sum shall 
be paid to any such agents for mileage or any other 
expenses exceptsuch as are actually incurred in the 
discharge of their official duties. 


Mr. CRAGIN. I do not rise to oppose this 
bill. Iam in favor of the general provisions 
of the bill; but it strikes me the compensation 
is rather high, especially that indefinite part of 
it, ‘expenses.’ It so happened that some 
seven or eight years ago I acted as special 
agent of the Treasury Department for two 
years, at a compensation of five dollars a day 
and five cents a mile for travel. If the pay 
was limited to a certain amount for travel 
there could be no mistake about it, and no 
indefiniteness ; but when you say ‘‘ expenses’ 
there is an indefinite quantity. 
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Mr. PATTERSON. Let me say to my col- 
league that the proviso strikes out all the 
expenses for mileage, aud provides that they 


shell receive compensation for no other ex- ' 


penses except such as are actually incurred in 
the discharge of their official duties. 

Mr. CRAGIN. But the actual expenses are 
not limited. I only make the suggestion. 

Mr. CONKLING. I donot wish, either, to 
oppose this bill. On the contrary, if I can be 
satisfied that it is an improvement. I wish to 
be active in its support, But I should like to 
know at this point, from the Senator having it 
in charge, if he can give me the information, 
or from any other Senator, whether the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury deems this provision now 
grading the officers and limiting their paya 
suitable one, or an adequate one, to enable him 
to do what the bill intends? I have not heard 
that stated at all. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I will reply to the gen- 
tleman now if he wishes it, I will state that I 


went with another member of the committee | 


to the Secretary of the Treasury and presented 
this bill to him, and it met with his entire 
ap provatten: 

Me. CONKLING. So that the Senator is 
able to assure us that the Secretary thinks that 
being permitted to pay only two men ten dol- 
lars a day and every 
he can obtain the services which are intended 
here, and which will be equal to those he has 
heretofore employed ? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONKLING. Now, Mr. President, I 
have this observation to make upon that: the 
best men who will be aiiployen will not be 
those who will avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity presented by the Senator from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Cracrx.] They will not be 
the men who will maltiply expenses and who 
by indirection and devious expedients will pos- 
sess themselves of any more than their salary. 
On the contrary, they will be those confining 


themselves honestly to the per diem here pro- : 
vided, ten dollars a day, and that is to extend | 


to only two. While I will not set up my asser- 
tion against that of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Parrerson,] or against any 
acquiescence which he thinks the Secretary of 
the Treasury has expressed, I venture to put 
on record the doubt at least which I entertain 
abont the Secretary’s being able, in the case of 
these two men even, to obtain such services as 
are here requisite. 


| Treasury or anybody els 
i. to the service in these c 


if only the required capacity 


majority of them, ) 
the pay will be 


and talent are sought after, 
gufficient—as to the majority I say ; 


e to find men adequate 
hiefer places for such 


© compensation asis here allowed. But, as I say, I 


dy else less than that - 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Whatis the present Pe | 


Mr. CONKLING. The present pay, 
lieve, is somewhat unregulated and un defined. 


be- | 


I am told by Senators that in certain cases it | 


extends to $5,000 a year. 
act knowledge of my own on that subject which 
authorizes me to undertake to instract the 
Senator, bat so I am told. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I always understood that 
the highest rate was six dollars a day and ex- 


penses. 
Mr. CONKLING. But now, Mr. President, 


this is the proposition: that of fifty-three men | 
two, and only two, may receive ten dollars a | 


day. If they are to be scheming men; if they 
are to be unconscientious men; if they are to 
help themselves under the 

nses,’’ as suggested by the Senator from 

ew Hampshire, {Mr. Cracin,] to more than 
their pay, then I grant you may command that 
grade of talent and efficiency adequate for 
these places. - If, on the contrary, they are to 
be honest men, circumspect and careful men, 
in denying to themselves everything except 
that which the law intends they shall receive, 
then it is untrue, it is economically untrue, 
that for these two chief places you can find 
men for ten dollars a day, because their time 
and their services anywhere else are worth a 
great deal more. 

Now, passing over thosetwo men, letus come 


to theremaining fifty-one. They are to receive, 
$f I understand it, eight dollars a day and five | 


dollars a day. I have no doubt that as to the 


retense of ‘‘ex- | 


I have not any ex- | 


do not mean upon my own motion and upon the 
very slight knowledge I have to interpose an 
objection to the bill. I doubt very much, how- 
ever, whether it is to be systematically 


and : 


thoroughly a cure for the evils which are com- 


plained of. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. 

_ was read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. EDMUNDS, 
do now adjourn. 
Mr. DRAKE. Let us have a brief execu- 
tive session. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. No; it is nearly five 
o'clock. I insist on the motion. 


I move that the Senate | 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | V. 
© C,. Washburn, Willard, Williams, and Eugene M. 


.: adjourned. 


' HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, May 8, 1870. 


The House met at eleven o'clock a. m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of 
yesterday. 

On motion of Mr. RANDALL, by unani- 
mous consent, the further reading of the Jour- 
nal was dispensed with. 


GEORGIA. 


i duced a bill (H. R. No. 1951) to admit the 


State of Georgia to representation in the Con- | 


nited States; which was read 


gress of the 
referred, together 


a first and second time, 


with an amendment offered by Mr. BEaMayN, to | 


the select Committee on Reconstruction, and 
ordered to be printed. 


KANSAS WAR CLAIMS. 


Mr. ASPER, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back the bill (H. R. No. 112) to authorize the 
settlement of the claims of the State of Kansas 
for services of the troops called out by the 
Governor of that State, upon the requisition of 
Major General Cartis, to repel the invasion of 


| do pass; which, with the accompanying report, 
was ordered to be printed, and recommitted. 


ARMY AND NAVY OFFICERS. 


troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1952) to equalize 
| the compensation of the officers of the Navy 


Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 
ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


Mr. STILES. I rise to a privileged question 


I demand the previous question : 


| _ Resolved, (the Senate concurring.) That the Presi- 
| dent of the Senate and the Speaker o 

| Representatives declare their respective Houses 
adjourned sine die on Monday, the 4thof July next, 
at meridian. 


54, noes 84; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Stitzs and Mr. 
KELSEY. : 
| The House again divided; and the tellers 
| reported—ayes 76, noes 40. 

So the previous question was seconded. 


| 


Wilson 


© Backley 


Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


General Price, with the recommendation that it ; 


fthe House of | 


The House divided; and there were—syes | 


| ‘The main question was ordered to be now ; 


The bill « 


The quostion was taken; and it was decided 
in the atlirmative—yeas 82, nays 65, not voting 


but I doubt !| 80; as follows: 
very much the ability of the Secretary of the | 


Y BAS—Messrs. Ambler, Archer, Armstrong, Bon- 
man, Benjamin, Bonnett, Biggs, Bird, Burdett, Rod- 
erick R. Butler, Calkin, William T. Clark, Cleveland 
Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Connor, Cowles, 
Cox, Dickinson, Dox, Duval, Ferry, Finkelnburg; 
Fisher, Garfiold, Getz, Gibson, Gilfillan, Hale, Ham- 
bleton, Harris, ILawiley, Hays, Heflin, ogo, Holman 
Hotehkiss, Thomas J). Jones, Judd, Lynch, MeCor- 
mick, MoCrary. Mckee, McKenzie, MeNecly, Mer- 
cur, William ‘Moore, Morgan, Samuel P. Morrill, 
Morrissey, Niblack, Pomeroy, Randall, Rogers, 
Roots, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter 
Sheldon, Slocun, Joseph S. Smith, Starkweather, 
Stiles, Stone, Stoughton, Strader, Strickland, Strong, 
Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Upson, Van Auken, Van 
Trump, Voorhees, Ward, Wells, Whitmore, John f. 
Wilson, Winans, and Winchester—82. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allison, Ames, Arnell, Asper, 
Beck, Benton, Bingham, Blair, Booker, Buck, Butin- 
ton, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, Covode, Farnsworth, 
Yerriss, Fitch, Hamilton, Hour, Hooper, Ingersoll, 


© Jenckes, Kolley, Kelsey, Kotuham, Knapp, Laflin, 


` Dyer, Ela, Eldridge, Fox, Griswold, Hai 


! Wood, and W oodwar 


Lawrence, Maynard, McCarthy, McGrew, Jesso H. 
Moore, Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, 
O'Neill, Packard, Paine, Peck, Perce, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prosser, Rice, Sargent, Sawyer, Schonck, John 
A. Smith, William J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 
William Smyth, Stevenson, Stokes, ‘Tanner, ‘Taylor, 
Tillman, 'lownsend, Tyner, Van Wyck, Cadwalader 


—65. 

NOT VOTING—Meossrs. Adams, Atwood, Axtell, 
Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Barry Beatty, Boles, 
Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, James Brooks, 
Burchard, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Sid- 
ney Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Cook,Crebs,Cullom, Davis, 
Dawes, Deogener, Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, 

: ; t, Halde- 
man, Hamill, Hawkins, Hay, Heaton, ilill, John- 
son, Alexander H. Jones, Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, 
Knott, Lash, Logan, Lougbridge, Marshall, May- 
ham, Milnes, Eliakim H. Moore, Mungen, Orth, 
Packer, Palmer, Peters, Platt, Poland, Potter, 
Reeves, Ridgway, Sanford, Schumaker, Shorrod, 
Shober, Stevens, Taaffe, Twichel], Van Horn, William 
B.W ashburn, Welker, W hecler, Wilkinson, Witcher, 
So the resolution was adopted. 


During the vote, 

Mr. ASPER stated that his colleague [Mr. 
Born] was absent on leave. 

Mr. BENTON stated that his colleague, [ Mr. 
STEVENS, ] who was absent on leave, he had no 
doubt if present would vote in the negative. 

The vote was then announced as above re- 
| corded. 

Mr. STILES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PENSACOLA NAVY-YARD. 
Mr. HAYS. Iask unanimous consent to 


submit the following resolution: 


‘| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 


rected to communicate to the House of Represent- 


` atives such information as he may possess as to the 


and Army of the United States; which was | 
read a first and second time, referred to the | 


and submit the following resolution, on which | 


necessity of repairing officers’ quarters at tho Pensa- 


Mr. ARCHER, by unanimous consent. in cola navy-yard, and also to state what appropriations 
. $ ? 


are necessary for that purpose, and also for other 
: essentials of the naval service at the said Pensacola 
navy-yard. 


Mr. KELSEY. I object, and demand the 
regular order of business. 


CIVIL SERVICE. 


The SPEAKER, The morning hour has 
began, and reports are in order from the se- 
lect Committee on the Reorganization of the 
Civil Service of the Government. 

Mr. JENCKES, from the committee just 
| named, reported back House bill No. 1854, to 
regulate the civil service of the United States, 
with a substitute. 

The substitute was read. It provides, in the 
first section, that hereafter all appointments 
` of civil officers in the several Departments of 
' the service of the United States, except post- 
masters and such officers as are by law require 
by and with 
shall be 
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se of carrying into effect the provisions 
re ihe reena section the President of the 
United States may appoint in the executive 
department, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, an officer, to be called the 
commissioner of the civil service, and two 
other officers to be called assistant commis- 
sioners of the civil service, who shall sever- 
ally hold their offices for the term of five years, 
aud who shall constitute the civil service com- 
mission, among whose duties shall be the fol- 
lowing: first, to prescribe, pees tn the ap- 
proral of the President of the vited States, 
the qualifications requisite for an appointment 
into each branch and grade of the civil service 
of the United States, having regard to the fit- 
ness of each candidate in respect to age, health, 
character, knowledge,and ability for the branch 
of service into which he seeks to enter; sec- 
ond, to provide, subject to the same approval, 
for the examinations and periods and condi- 
tionsof probation of all persons eligible under 
this act who may present themselves for admis- 
sion into the civil service ; third, to establish, 
subject to the same approval, rules governing 
the applications of such persons, the times and 
places of their examinations, the subjects upon 
which such examinations shall be had, with 
other incidents thereof, and the mode of con- 
dacting the same, und the manner of keeping 


petuating the evidence of such applications, 


qualifications, examinations, probations, and |; 


their result, as they shall think expedient. 


Sach rules shall be so framed as to keep the | 


branches of the civil service and the different 
grades of each branch, as also the records ap- 
plicable to each branch, distinct and separate. 
The said commission shall divide the country 


into territorial districts for the purpose of hold- ;; 


ing examinations of applicants resident therein 


ient and accessible place in each district where 
examinations shall be held; fourth, to exam- 
ine personally, or by persons by them specially 
designated, the applicants for appointment into 


of each session. 
The third section provides that all appoint- 
ments to the civil service provided for in this 


act shall be made from those who have passed | 


the required examinations and probations in 
the following order and manner: first, the 
applicants who stand highest in order of merit 
on the list of those who have passed the exam- 
inationand probation for any particular branch 
and grade of the civil service shall have the 
preference in appointment to that branch and 
grade, and so on, in the order of precedence 
in examinations and merit during probation, 
to the minimum degree of merit, fixed by the 
board for such grade ; second, whenever any 
vacancy shall occar in any grade of the civil 
service above the lowest in any branch, the 


senior in the next lower grade may be appointed | 


to fill the same, or a new examination for that 
particular vacancy may te ordered under the 
direction of the Department of those in the next 
ower grade, and the person found best quali- 
fied shall be entitled to the appointment to fill 
such vacancy, provided that no person now in 
office shall be promoted or transferred from a 
lower toa higher grade unless he shall have 
passed at least one examination under this 
act; third, the right of seniority shall be 


the commission upon the examinations, having 


tegard also to the seniority in service; but i 
it shall at all times be in the power of the 


ieads of Departments to order new examina- 


aon, upon due notice, and according to 
fxed rules, and which shall determine senior- 


iy with regard to the persons ordered to be | 


examined, or in the particular branch and 
grade of the service to which such examina- 


i tions shall apply; fourth, said commission 


shall have power to establish rules for such 
special examinations, and also rules by which 
any persons exhibiting particular merit in any 
branch of the civil service may be advanced 
one or more points in their respective grades; 
one fourth of the promotions may be made on 
account of merit, irrespective of seniority in 
service, such merit to be ascertained by special 
examinations, or by advancement for merito- 
rious services and special fitness for the par- 


ticular branch of service, according to rules to » 
i be established as aforesaid. 


The fourth section provides that said com- 
mission shall also have power to prescribe a 
fee, not exceeding five dollars, to be paid by 
each applicant for examination, and also a fee, 
not exceeding ten dollars, to be paid by each 
person who shall receive a certificate of rec- 
ommendation for appointment or for pro- 
motion, or of seniority, which fees shall be 
first paid to the collector of internal revenue 
in the district where the applicant or officer 
resides or may be examined, to be accounted 
for and paid into the Treasury of the United 


, States by such collector, and the certificates 
‘| of payment of fees to collectors shall be for- 
' warded quarterly by the commissioners to the 
and preserving the records thereof, and of per- | 


Treasury Department. 

The fifth section provides that said commis- 
sion shall have power to prescribe, by general 
rules, subject to the approval of the President 
of the United States, what misconduct or inef- 
ficiency shall be sufficient for the removal or 


|: suspension of all officers who come within the 


provisions of this act, and also to establish 
rales for the manner of preferring charges for 
such misconduct or inefficiency, and for the 


|, trial of the accused, and for determining his 
and others, and shall designate some conven- | 


position pending such trial. Each member of 


{| said commission shall have the power of ad- 
|, ministering oaths in all proceedings authorized 
i by this act, and testimony may be given orally 
|| by witnesses in any hearing before said com- 
the civil service of the United States; fifth, | 
to make report of all rules and regulations es- | 
tablished by them, and of a sammary of their | 
proceedings, including an abstract of their | 
examinations for the different branches of the |, 
service, annually, to Congress at the opening i 


mission or any member thereof, or by deposi- 


tion to be taken in the manner prescribed by . 
law, or upon such notice or in such manner as | 


said commission shall by general rule or special 
order direct. 
The sixth section provides that the commis- 


: sioner, or either of said assistant commission- 


ers, may conduct or superintend any examina- 


| tions, and they may call to their assistance in 
such examinations such men of learning and ` 
' high character as they may think fit, or, in 
| their discretion, such officers in the civil, mil- 
| itary, or naval service of the United States as 
: may be designated from time to time, on ap- 
|, plication of the commission, as assistants to 
' said commission, by the President or heads 
Hs ig artments, and in special cases, to be 
x 


y rules or by resolutions of the com- 
mission, they may delegate examinations to 


| such persons, to be attended and presided over 


by the commissioner, or by either of his as- 
sistants, or by some person specially desig- 
nated to preside. 

The seventh section provides that the said 
commission may also, upon reasonable notice 
to the person accused, hear and determine 
any case of alleged misconduct or inefficiency, 
under the general rules herein provided for, 
and in such case shall report to the head of 
the proper Department their finding in the mat- 
ter, and may recommend the suspension or 


dismissal from office of any person found guilty - 


of such misconduct or inetficiency, and such 


d ) | person shall be forthwith suspended or dis- 
etermined by the rank of merit assigned by || 


ommended by such report. 


pointed in pursuance of the provisions of this 
act ; provided, however, that said revocation 


‘and cancellation shall not take effect if said 
| officer demand a trial upon charges to be pre- 
| ferred against him in the manner prescribed 
‘in this act within thirty days from the time of 


being served with notice of such revocation 
and cancellation, unless he shall be found 
guilty upon histrial of the misconduct or in- 
efficiency alleged against him in such charges. 
The discontinuance of an office shall discharge 
the person holding it from the service. 

The ninth section provides that there shall 
be an inspection of ail the officers subject to 


` the provisions of this act at intervals of four 


years, and such inspection shall be conducted 
according to rules to be established by said 
commission and approved by the President ; 
and upon such inspection all such oflicers shall 
be subject to reéxamination in the discretion 
of the commission, and such officers as may not 
be found to possess the qualifications required 


_by the rules and regulations hereinbefore 
‘authorized to be established shall be rec- 


ommended for dismissal, and be dismissed 
accordingly. 

The tenth section provides that the salary 
of said commissioner shall be $6,000 a year, 
and of each of said assistants shall be $5,000 
a year, and the said commission may employ 
a clerk at a salary of $2,500a year, and a mes- 
senger ata salary of $900 a year; and these 
sums and the necessary traveling expenses of 
the commissioner and assistant commissioners, 
clerk, and messenger, to be accounted for in 
detail and verified by affidavit, shall be paid 
from any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. The necessary expenses of any 
person employed by said commission as assist- 
ants, to be accounted for and verified in like 
manner, and certified by the commission, shall 
also be paid in like manner. 

The eleventh section provides that any offi- 
cer in the civil service of the United States at 
the date of the passage of this act, other than 
those excepted in the first section of this act, 
may be required by the head of the Department 
in which he serves to appear before said com- 
mission, and if found not qualified for the place 
he occupies he shall be reported for dismissal, 


|: and be dismissed in the manner hereinbefore 
‘| provided, and the vacancy shall be filled in 
! manner aforesaid from those who may be found 


qualified for such grade of office after such 
examination and probation as is hereinbefore 
prescribed. 

The twelfth section provides that any person 
appointed and commissioned in pursuance of 
the provisions of this act may be required to 
serve in the branch and grade to which he may 
be appointed in any part of the United States 
where the head of the Department in which he 
serves may think proper; and in case of re- 
moval from one place of service to another, 
the necessary traveling expenses of such offi- 
cer, to be ascertained and allowed according 
to fixed rules, shall be paid out of the Treasury. 

The thirteenth section provides that the heads 
of the several Departments may, in their dis- 
cretion, designate the offices in the several 
branches of the civil service the duties of which 


: may be performed by females as well as males, 


and for all such offices females as well as males 


: shall be eligible, and may make application 
‘ therefor and be examined, recommended, ap- 


pointed, tried, suspended, and dismissed in 
manner aforesaid; and the names of those 
recommended by the examiners shall be placed 


"upon the lists for appointment and promotion 
. in the order of their merit and seniority, and 
missed by the head of such Department pursa- | 
i ant to such recommendation, and from the 
filing of such report shall receive no compen- | 
| Sation for official service except from and after 
i : i the expiration of any term of suspension rec- *, 
‘ons, which shall be conducted by the com- ij 


without distinction other than as aforesaid from 
those of male applicants or officers. 
The fourteenth section provides that the 


: President, and also the Senate, may require 


any person applying for or recommended for 


i any office which requires confirmation by the 


The eighth section provides that the Presi- | Senate to appear before said commission and 


| dent shall have power at any time to revoke | be examine 


as to his qualifications, either 


and cancel the commission of any officer ap- || before or after being commissioned; and the 
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result of such examination shall be reported to 
the President and to the Senate. 
Mr. JENCKES. Shall we attempt to im- 
rove the character of our civil service? That 
is the question which this bill proposes in: part 
to answer. Its present condition every one is 
aware of; and its inefficiency is not the fault, 


perhaps, of the persons who form. that civil | 
service, and of those who use it, but arises i 


from the defects in thesystem itself. We hear 
every day of defalcations, of irregularities, of 


inefficiencies, by which the Government loses `; 


large amounts of money. This has gone on 
for many years. At times the evil seems to 
be less than at others, 
out with great aggravations, showing that it 
constantly exists. Shall we attempt to reform 
these evils? The people have been waiting 
for many yeara to have some proposition of 


and occasionally it breaks | r : 
i | partments for political and. personal favor, yet it 
: were well to see that none are the subjects of 


this kind enacted into a law or carried out by | 


the executive department. None save this 
has been presented. This measure has now 
been substantialiy before Congress and the 
country for four years. It has met from time 
to time with objections in this House and else- 
where, but no one has presented any other 
plan. If we really intend to do anything to 
improve the character of our civil service some 
system should be adopted; and if none better 
is proposed, I still think we should make ex- 
periment with this. This measure has been 
discussed so often, and so much at length be- 
fore the House and country, that I shall not 
consume the time of the House this morning 
further than to explain the principles and 


ii tained and prevented. . It is no new problem. 


details of the bill in such a general way that - 


they may be understood. I shall not go into 
any discussion of the condition of the service, 
or into any of the reasons outside of what 
appears on the face of the bill for the proposed 
change. Ishall assume that there are evils to 
be corrected. If gentlemea say that there are 
not, I should like to hear them attempt to 
establish the proposition that the civil service 
as it now stands is of a perfect character. 
The scope of this fill. includes the minor 
offices of the Government, those which are 
called in the Constitution the inferior offices. 
It does not deal with those who are.ta be con- 
firmed by the Senate or with the postmasters. 
It deals with a lower grade entirely, those who 
are appointed by the heads of Departments. 
They are the eyes and ears and hands of the 
Government, through whom and by whom it 
collects all its revenue, through whom and by 
whom all the business of the Government is 
carried on, and if that portion of the service is 
healthy it is impossible the rest of it shall. be 
unsound. If those persons are employed for 
their qualifications and hold their offices by vir- 
tue of such qualifications they cannot become 
the tools of those who would rob or swindle the 
Government or would demoralize.the service 
for their own private benefit. For the purpose 
of securing a better quality of men in these 
offices this bill proposes that under the author- 
ity of the President of the United States three 
commissioners shall stand at the doorway of 
each Department to ascertain who shall enter 
the public service, and determine the. qualifi- 
cations of those persons, theterm of probation 
during which they shall serve before they re- 
ceive a regular appointment, what their duties 
shall be, what misconduct or offenses shall be 
sufficient to justify their removal and for which 
they shall be removed, thus securing a better 
quality of men at the outset and raising the tone 
of the service throughout. 
Now, I wish the House to understand, in the 
first place, that although three commissioners 
are to beappointed, yet in fact there is no crea- 
tion of new officers, as they are to take the 
place of some thirty officers now existing, and 
that the expense of. this commission, about 
thirty thousand dollars a year, will be less than 
one third—yes, less than one fifth of the money 
which is now paid for performing similar ser- 
vices without efficiency. There are now appoint- 
ment clerks in all the Departments and in all 


| ignorant and incapable men ; and if there were 
; no other benefit, if appointments 


| the duties to which they shall be assigned. For 
that alone, if for no other purpose, this commis- | 
upon him all the time. 


! been in force we seldom, if ever, hear of any 


- eight years, and where a system similar to this 


because. of the scrutiny which is applied to 
' officers when. admitted and the constant in- 


ment, this Gov-ernment now saves $100,000,000 


| branch of the public service we should raise at 
least $50,000,000 a year more than we do now. 


authorized to employ examiners in all parts of 


the great post offices and custom-houses whose 
united ealaries amount to five times ad’ much 
as the expenses of this commission, and all 
these will be dispensed with if this bill becomes 
a law. 

The first quality which these commissioners 
will exclude from the public service will be 
ignorance and incapacity, There are officers 
who are ignorant and incapable in the public 
service. here should not be and there need 
not be any. This examination and inquiry 
into character will necessarily exclude all these 


should still 
be made as they are now, by the heads of De- 


that favor who are thus disqualified to perform | 


sion would be worth more than it will cost. 
But there are in the service also persons 
who are dishonest, who have been kept in by 
favor, and who should not be there, who should 
be excladed ; and the second provision of this 
bill prescribing the duties of these commis: 
sioners is to see that no rogue or thief remains 
in the public service. This evil can be ascer- 


In other countries where a system like this has 


defalcationa or of any pilfering from the public 
treasury. In the little community of Belgium, 
which has had a separate existence for thirty- 


has been in foree, there has been but one in- 
stance of peculation during all that period, 


spection which is kept over them while they 
are in the service,, lt seems to me, therefore, 
to be so clear as to need no further explana- 
tion or argument that these two things can be 
attained: first, the admission of none but quali- 
fied persons into the service ; and second, the 
exclusion of all dishonest persons. I need 
not tell the House how many millions.of dol- 
Jars it would save this Government every year. 
They know it; they have read it in the reports 
from the.heads of Departments, and in the 
reports of committees of this House. They 
read of it every day in the public papers. 

I need not tell the House how much would 
be saved in another way by having efficient 
officers. When I stated to the House in the 
Forticth Congress that a system of this kind 
would secure an increase of revenue to this 
Government over expenditures of $100,000,- | 
000, I placed it at least $50,000,000 below the 
mark. By simply raising the tone of the public 
service, without altering the system of appoint- 


a year more thanit did under a former Admin- 


istration, and is enabled to pay its debt at the || 


rate of $100,000,000 annually, and still the 
same causes that caused the deficiency in those 
days remain in force now, I think I place it 
far within the mark when I assure this House 
that if we had fidelity and intelligence in every 


We should raise more than the Committee of 
Ways and Means propose to reduce from tax- 
ation by tariff and internal revenue. Is not 
this a consummation to be desired? Is it not, 
even if not accomplished in full but only in 
part, something that ought to be attempted? 
But it may beasked, what are your meansof 
doing this? This is a great country; it has 
a great army of public officers. How can you 
reach every one of these? I answer by asimple 
and, as it seems to me, most effective machinery 
that has been devised for this purpose. It 
is proposed to establish an independent com- 
mission, responsible to the President alone, 
reporting every year to Congress. They are 


the United States. They prescribe the quali- 
fications; they put down in writing the ques- | 
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tions to be submitted to every candidate for 
office. They are propounded to the candi- 
dates for office by these examiners, wherever the 
candidates may be. The answers are sent back 
here with the report of theseexaminers. Now, 
from that preliminary examination we will cer- 
tainly obtain one thing—a knowledge of the 
degree of intelligence and learning of each 
candidate. ‘hat is one great point that will 
be gained. 

Then, in the next place, through these ex- 
aminations in different parts of the country, 
we asccrtain the other essentials that are re- 
quired—health, profession, character, stand- 
ing, and business qualifications of each can- 
didate—and thus are enabled to form some 
idea of what he is before he enters the public 
service. But his place is not secure then. He 
is put into a great custom -house, post office, or 
Department, with a chief who will have his eye 
And if there are defi- 
ciencies in respects that were not discovered in 
the preliminary examinations they can then be 
detected. He is there on his good behavior. 
Those under whose eyes he renders service will 
see if there are deficiencies in his other quali- 
fications which may render him an unsuitable 
person to remain in the public service. 

Is not this done in every counting-room in 
the land, wherever men who attend to the 
management of their own businessemploy men 
to assist them to carry it on? Is there any 
place in this country or in the world where 
persons who are in the employment of another 
are not subject to scrutiny? And why should 
not those in the employment of the Govern- 
ment be subject to the same scrutiny? Why 
have not the people the right to obtain the 
best talent and most efficient services for the 
money they pay for that purpose? Who will 
deny that the people have the right, in the 
employment of these minor servants or offi- 
cers, to obtain the most suitable persons to 
perform those duties? That is a right which 
belongs to them, and which they should be 
provided with the means of exercising. 

In the second place, the people have the 
right to have all the ignorant and incapable, 
the thievish aud dishonest excluded from their 
employment. That is.all that is proposed by 
this bill, and itis secured without any addi- 
tional expenditure. I have compared the ex- 
penditures which will be required by this bill 
with that now almost wasted upon these ap- 

ointment clerks. There is a provision in this 
pall that a fee shall be paid by each applicant 
for examination, which will more than meet 
the expenses of the commission. We have 
thus devised a scheme by which, without addi- 
tional expense to the Government, we can 
obtain an approximation to these two bene- 
ficial results which I have stated. Now, in 
order that this system shall work harmoni- 
cusly, it is necessary that it shall be put into 
operation without any shock or sudden change. 
This bill, therefore, does not propose to alter 
the relations of the existing officers with the 
heads of their Departments; but it applies to 
such only as shall hereafter be appointed. This 
country will be divided into districts for the 
purpose of selecting candidates, and no pre- 
cedence or priority is to be given to one. dis- 
trict or one part of the country over another. 
The doors are to be equally open to all, anda 
certain number of persons are to be selected 
by this machinery from the whole peo ple. The 
pennie are to- be permitted to come forward 

reely. 

The result will be thatthe supply will be pro- 
portioned tothe demand. A Government, ike 
a corporation or an individual, should be at 
liberty to go into the open labor market of the 
country and select the bests not by favoritism, 
by political or personal favor, or by locality, but 
from the whole mass of the people. It may be 
said that this is tosome extent done now. We 
have endeavored to ascertain the truth in the 
matter by examinations of heads of Depart- 
ments, and examinations of leading officers 0 


1870. 


great 
lines fro fi 
New York custom-house, who gives us the 


character of these examinations, 80 that mem- 
bers may see what sort of chance there is now 
of securing fitness in the minor offices. ‘‘ The 
examination,” he says, “is not especially 
severe, nor can it be; for what can you say to 
a man who tells you, ‘Sir, I know nothing 
about the business at all” You cannot ask 
such a man whether he ever discharged a ves- 
sæl. Perhaps he never saw a vessel.” 

Such isa custom-house examination. We all 
know what these examinations are in the De- 
partments here under the act of 1853. Some- 
times they are very rigorous, for the purpose 


of excluding a person who happens not to be a > 


favorite; and sometimes they are as idle as a 
custom-house examination in New York. 
But I am met just here with another diff- 
culty existing in the mind of almost every one. 
When we speak of the civil service of the 
United States this body of persons employed 
here inthe Departments at once rises up before 
us They are around us all the time. We 
hear their grievances. They would have us 
legislateas if they are the only civil servants of 
this Government that needed looking out for. 
I care nothing at all for this body of persons. 
They do not handle the public money. They 
simply write for the heads of Departments ; 
they do the clerkly duty of the Government. 
The officers whom I wish to reach are those in 
the great custom-houses, in the revenue ser- 
vice of the Government all along the frontier 
and over the whole land, the officers through 
whom we collect and disburse $300,000,000 


' this bill include all] assessors, assistant assess- || tions. 


every year, and through whose inefficiency we. - 


lost at one time at least $150, 000,000 every year. 
And this results not so much from the dis- 
honesty of these men as from their ignorance 
and incapacity. What can you expect of an 
inspector of customs who never saw a vessel and 
is appointed to the duty of discharging a great 
steamer or even a vessel of the smallest size? 
He knows nothing about a vessel or a cargo. 
When a change ot officers is made, and such 


men are put in, the smugglers who have been ` 


lying in wait run their cargoes through in our 
great ports under the very eyes and noses of 
these incapables. I asked the very witness 
whose testimony I have been reading what it 
costs this Government to make an entire sweep 


of the revenue officers in the city of New York. ` 


He answered, ‘'At least $10,000,000 ;’’ and he 
accounted for it. He said that there is very 
little smuggling of the sort that we usually 


hear or read about, but that these persons who | 
wish to get in their goods clandestinely—all for- :: 
eigners, all enemies ofthe Government—watch | 


their chance, and while the change is being 
made the goods pile in. ‘The duties are appar- 
ently increased; but for the amount of goods 
that pay duties about one third of the cor- 
responding amount are brought in without the 
payment of duties. 


While these ignorant in- ;; 


spectors are looking out for dutiable goods, | 


those upor which the importers wish to pay | 


duties, the others are smuggled in. That is 


the way we lose from having such a class of : 


men to look after our revenues. 


One of the collectors of the city of New York, ` 
who held his office about two years, made four | 
hundred appointments in two hundred and 


forty offices, the inspectors and night-watch- 
men of that port. What chance had these men 
to learn their business, what chance even to 


ecome acquainted with men doing business ' 
at the enstom-house? Of course that was a | 


fad holiday for smugglers. Now, I beg gen- 
tlemen to exclude altogether from their minds 
this body of elerks in this city. We are not 
fing or striking at them. They already 
hold their offices. If this bill becomes a law 


liey will not be removed, unless on reëxamin- | 
ation they should be dismissed for want of || 


f 


efliciency, 
a of officers scattered through the country, 
Which there are some twenty thousand. 


4lst Cong. 2p Sess. —No. 200. 


< 


The bill refers mainly to this other || 


` the scope of this bill. 


` into this discussion these political elements. 


; with this power, these commissioners will use 
$ 


ors, and collectors of internal revenue? 

Mr. JENCKKS. It includes the assistants. 

Mr. PETERS. And all assistants in cus- 
tom-houses and all deputy marshals and clerks 
underthe judiciary system of the United States? 

Mr. JENCKES. AH officers whose appoint- 
ments do not require confirmation by the Sen- 
ate—the minor officers. 

Mr. PETERS. I wish to say that if this 
bill applied solely to the Departments here in 
Washington I should be glad to go for it; but 
I cannot reconcile myself to such a revolution 
as the gentleman seems ta propose, which 
might put a Democrat or perhaps a rebel in 
high office under a Republican administration. 

Mr. JENCKES. lt does not contemplate 
any such thing. Ifthe gentleman will look at 
it carefully he will see that it does not. 

Mr. PETERS. Cannotthe gentleman from 
Tennessee put a rebel into office as collector 
of the internal revenue under this bill? 

Mr. JENCKES. Of course not. 

Mr. PETERS. Why not? 

Mr. JENCKES. Because these commis- 
sioners are to prescribe the qualification of 
these officers, and every officer has to take the 
oath of office, which would cut out any such 
person as the gentleman refers to. 

Mr. PETERS. Political qualification? 

Mr. JENCKES. That is the prescription. 
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m the testimony of an officer in the || me to ask him a question atthis point? Does 
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this board and be examined as to his qualifica- 
Would not that cover this case, that the 


i| President could have ordered Judge Strong, of 


Pennsylvania, and Mr. Bradley, of New Jer- 
sey, before this board of examiners to undergo 
examination as to their fitness for the positions 
to which they have been appointed on the bench 
of the Supreme Court of the United States? 
Mr. JENOKES. I will answer that ques- 
tion by asking another. Is there anything in 


_ the law of the United States now to prevent the 


_ ities in office. 


There is no more possibility of appointing a ©: 


rebel than a Chinaman. 

Mr. PETERS. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him another question? 

Mr. JENCKES. Certainly. 

Mr. PETERS. Cannot a man with his 
hands dripping with the blood of the Union 
soldier, shed during the rebellion, go before 
this board of examiners, and if he passes the 
examination will he not under this bill be 
entitled to an office? 

Mr. JENCKES, Cannot the gontleman from 
Maine read the English language? li 

Mr. PETERS. I can. f 

Mr. JENCKES. There is nothing of the | 
kind in the bill. Does he suppose that the || 
President of the United States would appoint |; 
such a man, or that these commissioners would | 
allow this thing to be done? If any President ': 
should do sucha thing he should be impeached 


for it. : 

Mr. PETERS. I will go further. I would 
not only not have atebol, BEL would not have 
a Democrat in any high office in any custom- 
house, or in any collection district of internal 
or external revenue. | 

Mr. JENCKES. No high office is within | 

Mr. PETERS. They are all high offices. | 
Mr. BECK. The gentleman from Maine | 


would not care how many thieves are in office. | 
So they are Republicans he does not care. He | 
would net have a single Democrat. i 

Mr. PETERS. e have no such things in 
the Republican party. 


Mr. BECK. That certainly is a new dis | 
covery. : 
- Mr. JENCKES. 1 protest against bringing ; 


They do not belong here. I believe, if clothed 


it properly. I ask the gentleman from Maine | 
what is there now in the way of the President, || 
as he expresses it, appointing a rebel, whose — 
hands are dripping with the blood of Union i 
soldiers ? ‘ 

Mr. PETERS. 
vent it, 5 

Mr. JENCKES. Iehe going to lose his hon- . 


His honesty would pre- 


i esty because we clothe him with this power? | 


Mr. PETERS. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him another question ? f 
Mr. JENCKES. Certainly. i 
Mr. PETERS. I see the thirteenth section `. 


President of the United States from calling 
before him any person whom he chooses to 
appoint to office to examine him as to his 
qualifications? 

Mr. PETERS. That is a Yankee way of 
‘dodging’? the question. 

Mr. JENCKES. No, sir; it is a Yankee 
way of meeting it. The more gentlemen at- 
tempt to cover up the more they expose the 
nakedness of the present system. I do not 
suppose this measure will meet all the evils of 
the present system. The wit of man cannot 
devise a system that will. The most we can 
do is to take a step in the right direction. That 
is all we propose here. When the gentleman 
says that certain things may be done under this 
bill I say the same things are done in a more 
flagrant manner under the present system, or 
rather want of system. 

Mr. ELA. Gentlemen have talked of rascal- 
I ask whether the corruptions 
and rascalities in office have not been on the 


| part of those who have been long in office, and 
| whether the frauds have not been detected by 


` the recent appointments? 


Mr. JENCKES. Ithank the gentleman for 
the question. In the recent case in New York 
if the minor officers had felt secure in their 
places, and appointed on account of their quali- 
fications, the defaulting collector never would 
have had their signatures to his statements. 
They never would have made false entries in 
their books, or suffered omissions which con- 
cealed falsehoods. It would not be possible 
for any of these great thieves to take the 
money from the public Treasury in the way 
they have done without the knowledge of their 
subordinates. ‘There is no instance in which 
it has ever been done by one of these thieves 
alone and unaided. He cannot put his hand 
into the public chest, take the money, and go 
off; there must be an entry in the books. So 
long as he holds these minor officers in the hol- 
low of his hand, so long will these great pecu- 
lations continue possible. When thisis put an 
end to, then this thing can be done no łonger. 
The mode provided in the bill is the mode we 
propose for putting an end to all these stealing 


| practices. 


Mr. BENTON. Does the gentleman hold 
that the President of the United States should 
appoint to these minor offices? 

r. JENCKES. No; but we hold that he 
should cause inquiry to be made as to the quali- 


fications of the persons appointed, 


Mr. BENTON. I would ask the gentleman 
whether, if it is important to have an exam- 


` ination as to the qualifications of the minor 


officers, it is not much more important to have 


li such an examination with reference to the 
|| qualifications of the higher officers ? 

|| Mr. JENCKES, That is a matter within 
the discretion of the President. 


Mr. BENTON. Is there any argument ap- 
plicable to these officers which does not apply 
to ig pape officer in the United States ? 

Mr. JENCKES. The argument is as strong 
as the proportion of the numbers. There are 
twenty-three thousand of these officers, and 
four thousand ef the other class. Make the 
basis right, safe, and secure, and we will be 


: answerable for the superstructure. 
_» Mr, BENTON. Does not the gentleman’s 


argument apply equally well to every member 
of this House, and to every member of the 


provides that the President may require any || Government? 
| person applying for an office which requires <; 


Mr. JENCKES. The gentleman represents 
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a constituency whoare answerable for the kind 
of men they send here, and are able to judge 
of his qualifications without our providing for 
boards of examiners. I think he will admit 


that they give him a pretty severe questioning ; 


every two years. 
Mr. BENTON. My objection to this bill is 
that it takes power from the hands of the 
people to place it in the hands of a board or 
commission. And I hold that the more you 
remove power from the hands of the people the 
less democrati your Government becomes. 
Mr. JENCKES. I thankthe gentleman for 
his interruption ; for if ‘ever there was a more 
democratic measure presented to any Con- 
gress or any Legislature in the world than this 
is I would like to have it described. 


away power from the people, it gives it directly 
to the people, who will stand by and see that 
in these appointments justice is done to all. 
Now, when a person geis an appointment, 
who know the machinery by which it has been 
gained? What do the people know about it? 
They see the man in-office, but they know 
nothing whatever of the means by which he 
got there. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman from Rhode 
Island yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. JENCKES. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. Weare all interested in this dis- 
cussion, and desire to have a thorough under- 
standing of the matter. I have not yet heard 
any explanation from the gentleman as to the 
constitutional point which enters into this ques- 
tion. Itseems to me that a doubt arises under 
the second section of the second article of the 
Constitution. I need not read the clause, but 
I should like to hear what the gentleman from 
Rhode Island [Mr. Jenckes] has to say in 
regard to it, as there are many who doubt not 
merely the propriety but the constitutionality 
of passing a bill which places the appointments 
under the control of a commission, believing 
that the Constitution comprehends all appoint- 
ments under our Government, and places them 
in the hands of the President, with the confirm- 
ation of the Senate, andthe minor offices with 
the courts of law, the President alone, and 
heads of Departments. 

Mr. JENCKES. The gentleman will see 
that this does not conflict with the Constitu- 
tion. The appointments to these minor offices 
are made by heads of Departments. All that 
this bill says isthat the heads of Departments 
shall not appoint a person who has been ascer- 
tained to be incapable, or who is known to be 
vicious. The same rule is now applied to the 
‘Army and Navy, where every one isexamined 
before he can get a commission. The Presi- 
dent has no right to take a cadet from West 
Point and make him a major general. Ap- 
pointments must be made according to law. 
And in this case the commissioners must ex- 
ercise their powers according to law. If any 
appointing power were given to this commis- 
sion the gentleman’s point would be a good 
one. But the bill carefully guards against 
their exercising any appointing power. These 
regulations are to be applied to the Depart- 
ments, and appointments will be made as here- 
tofore, but only from the class of persons 
found to be competent. Nor do I suppose, 
Mr. Speaker, that all of those classes of per- 
sons who may be examined will receive com- 
missions. I do not suppose that one in ten 
will. But men will go before the commission 
for the purpose of getting certificates of char- 
acter and ability. It will raise the standard of 
education throughout the country. Here will 
be something to which everybody will strive 
to attain. It will be open to the children of 
the poor equally as to the children of the rich; 
to a person with a common-school education 
as well as to one who has passed through a 
university. Every one will have the same 
chance of entering the public service and of 
promotion as the nephew of a Senator. 


Why, | 
the door is open to all; exclusion is for inca- ' 
pacity and inefficiency alone. Instead of taking || 


‘ the recommendation of the assessors and col- | 


Mr. COX. If I understand the gentleman 
right, notwithstanding this commission, not- 
withstanding this competitive examination, 
notwithstanding this very bill, the heads of 
Departments can appoint as.they choose. 

Mr. JENCKES. Not at all. They can 


:| appoint from this class, just as the Secretary 


of the Navy appoints midshipmen from the 


‘| Academy at Annapolis from the class of those | 
It is precisely a |; 


who stand an examination. 
parallel case. 
Mr. SARGENT. Wiil the gentleman yield 


to me fora moment? I would like to offeran | 


amendment. 

Mr. JENCKES. I wish to explain a little 
further, and then I will yield. ` 

Mr. ELA. I dislike to interrupt the gentle- 
man, but I desire to ask him a question. 

Mr. JENCKES. It is no interruption. 

Mr. ELA. 


houses, do not hold their appointments from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and if they are 


not to that extent independent of the officers 


he speaks of? 
Mr. JENCKES. Some of them, as the 
gentleman well knows, are appointed on the 


| nomination of the assessors and collectors. 


Mr. ELA. But havingbeen appointed upon 


lectors, are they not entirely within the con- 


trol of the Secretary of the Treasury and | 


protected in all their efforts to ferret out frauds 
and save the Government? 

Mr. JENCKES. It is not so as a matter of 
fact, because if the chief officer, the collector or 
assessor, or collector of customs, recommends 
a subordinate for dismissal he is removed; he 
has no right to stand against his chief; and 
therein is the cause ofall this iniquity. When 
there is a chief in the custom-house who wishes 


to lay his hand on the public money, and he | 


has a clerk under him who will detect him and 
report him, that clerk is quietly removed upon 
the recommendation of the chief. What this 
bill intends is to save the honest deputy and 
expose and remove the dishonest collector. 


Mr. ELA. I think the great trouble with ; 


this bill would be that it would fill the Depart- 
ments with educated incompetency, while force 
and capacity for the real duties of office would 
be ignored. 

Mr. JENCKES, We should obtain intelli- 
gence and exclude ignorance. Is it not better 
to do that? The incompetency that the gen- 
tleman speaks of cannot exist, for the reason 
that no man can perform the duties of an office 


for a year without exposing his incompetency. ;; 
How can he serve out his period of probation ' 


without disclosing his fitness or unfitness ? 

Mr. BLA. How do incompetent men remain 
in the Army and Navy? 

Mr. JENCKES. A man totally incompetent 
cannot. Charges would be preferred against 
him, and he would be tried and removed. 
One of the vices of the present system is 
that we appoint a man first and educate him 
afterward, and without knowing whether he 
can ever be educated at all. We appoint him 
without any inquiry. An inspector in New 
York is assigned to the duty of dischargin 
a ship who has never seen a ship in bis life. 
examined one myself who told me he had 
never been on shipboard until he was brought 


down from the interior to be an inspector on |. 


the wharves of New York. The bill meets these 


-objections by another proposition, which gen- 


tlemen have not read the bill sufficiently care- 
fully to see. It provides for excluding incom- 
petent persons in the first instance, and then 
they-may be excluded by abolishing the offices 


-which they hold, or the President may revoke 


any commission, and oblige the officer to seek 
redress by demanding an iuvestigation. And in 
the third place, every one of these officers may 
be éomplained of for inefficiency and be tried 
and removed, and no really incompetent person 
against whom such a complaint ig made will 


I would ask the gentleman ifall ` 
this class of officers, the assistant collectors ` 
i and assessors and the inspectorsin the custom- | 


go to atrial; his resignation will be offered ag 
soon as the charge is made. With a view to 
farther security, the committee have proposed 
an additional section which requires an inspec- 
tion and reéxamination of all these officers 
once in four years, when the inefficient can be 
weeded ont and the good officers retained. 
; Gentlemen know very well that some of the 
officers in the large custom-houses are never 
turned out. There is an officer in the New 
| York custom-house who has been there for 
l! thirty years. There is a deputy surveyor who 
has been there for seventeen years. These are 
the men who do the business of the Govern- 
ment at that port; and it is for the purpose 
of getting that same class of men in greater 
numbers into the service, and of keeping them 
there, that this proposition is made to Congress 


l: for its action. 
Will the gen- 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. 
tleman allow me a moment? 

Mr. JENCKES. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. If I rightly 
|| apprehend the statement of the gentleman—a 
| portion of his exposition of this bill I have not 
| been able to hear—I understand this bill to 
l| provide for an examining commission, or a 
l bureau of examination, who are to examine 
|: allthe persons applying for office, to see if 
i they are competent to discharge the duties of 
the offices for which they apply, and also to 
: discover and report those persons in office now 
who are not competent to discharge those 
duties. 

Mr. JENCKES. Thatis the general scope 
of the bill. 

Mr. SARGENT. I desire to move an addi- 
tional section to this bill. 

Mr. JENCKES. I will hear it read. 

The proposed section was read, as follows: 

Src. 14. And be it further enacted, That hereafter it 
shall be unlawful for any member of either House 
of Congress or Delegate from a Territory, verbally or 
i! in writing, to solicit, recommend, or advise the Pres- 
i| ident of the United States, or any head of a Depart- 
ment, or of any bureau thereof, to appoint any per- 
son to ofliceor employment; and it shalt be unlawtul 
for the President or any head of a Department or 
bureau to make any appointment so solicited, rec- 
ommended, or advised on the privity of the appli- 
cant; and any person whoshall violatethis act shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on convic- 
tion thereof shall be fined not exceeding $1,000: Pro- 
vided, That this act shall not apply to the action of 
Senators upon nominations submitted by the Presi- 
dent to the Senate, 

Mr. PETERS. I would suggest to the 
gentleman to make the punishment hanging. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to explain 
| my amendment briefly. As it is entirely con- 
; sistent with the bill, does not injure it in any 
feature whatever, but effects a great reform, Í 
trust the gentleman from Rhode Island {Mr. 
_JENCKES] who has charge of the bill will 
|! allow it to be considered as pending. I appeal 
to members of the House if it is not one of 
the greatest curses of the position of a member 
of Congress that there are continual demands 
made on his time and patience by persons 
whom itis utterly impossible for him to sat- 
isfy, who demand that he shall secure office 
for them. The enemies we make are disap- 
| pointed office-seekers almost exclusively. Haif 
! a dozen men apply for the same place, and but 
| one can get it. If a member conscientiously 
selects one in his judgment the best fitted all 
the rest become his bitter enemies, and he 
|l makes a lukewarm friend of the one that he 
serves. Though a member may come here and 
| work diligently and faithfully during his whole 
il term in Congress, though he make himself 
‘illustrious by originating and securing the 
| passage of measures beneficial to his people 
i| and to the whole country, still the crowd of 
disappointed office-seekers in his district cast 
their grievances in the scale against his useful- 
ness, and by their clamors and slanders injure 
| his reputation more than all bis enlightened 
l: labors can redeem. Why should we not free 
ourselves from this bondage? Why not do a8 
|, we once did in the matter of contracts, put it 
|, out of the power of Congressmen to recom: 
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l 
dthem? We are here for higher duties 
unthanked messengers of quar- 
when, whatever the result 
of our exertions, we multiply enemies, and 
when those exertions aie precious time that 
longs to the whole people. ; 
r amendment goes further than this. 
It strikes at an abuse that has growh up in the 
United States Senate, or at any rate at an 
abuse of which some Senators have been guilty. 
There is a greed for controlling office in some 
few Senators that is porten amazing. All 
measures of practica legislation are subor- 
inated, neglected by such, that some unworthy 
henchman may have place, or that somebody 
may admire a Senator's power, or that ‘ mile- 
stunes way be set up here and there in a 
Site.” thas been gravely alleged by a Sen- 
ator that it is unconstitutional for the Presi- 
dent or the head of a Department to take any 
advice as to appointments except from a Sen- 
ator of the State in which the appointment is 
made, because the Constitution says “the 
President shall nominate, and by and with the 
advice of the Senate appoint.’’ Of course this 
is mere puerility, but it shows the tendency of 
the order of things that I wish to correct. 
When Senators assume that the President has 
no right to call upon a Representative for 
advice, and that Senators only shall have the 
executive ear, it is time to prescribe a rule 


men 
than to be the 
reling selfishness, 
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following titles; when the Speaker signed the || such as caldrons, boilers, kettles, cookin 


same: 

An act (H. R. No. 869) toauthorize the issu- | 
ing of a certificate of registry or enrollment to , 
the schooners Zenas Snow and Patriot; 

An act (H. R. No. 1611) for the relief of 
Friend A. Brainard ; and 

An act (H. R. No. 1912) to extend the time 
within which persons elected to office may take 
the oath of office prescribed in an act entitled 
“An act to admit the State of Texas to repre- 
sentation in the Congress of the United States,’’ 


approved March 30, 1870. 


LBAVES OF ABSENCE. 


Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Wir- 
Kryson and Mr. Loan for to-day, on account 
of illness. 

Mr. WARD obtained leave of absence for 
two weeks from next Thursday. 

Mr. VAN AUKEN obtained leave of absence 
for ten days. 

EVENING SESSION. 


Mr. SCHENCK. _ Irise for the purpose of 
moving that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to resume the consideration of the spe- 
cial order; but before making that motion I 
will move that the Committee of the Whole be 
directed to take a recess from half past four 


-i till half past seven o’clock this evening. 


that will lead the Senate back to its constita- | 


onal duty of advising and consenting to ap- 
pointments after nominations shall have been 


made. I know there is too much good sense ': 
inthe Senate for this absurd doctrine to prevail `: 
where the attention of the Senate is directed | 


to the assumption. Bat confirmations and 


' ed—ayes 68, noes 69. 


rejections are made in secret session, and I ° 


know of men of high fitness being rejected 
because a Senator did not recommend them, 


and men notoriously unfit being confirmed from |: 


the impossibility of getting the truth to the ear 
of the Senate where the Senators interested 
could intercept it. Under the present custom 


in the Senate it is almost impossible for a. 
united House delegation to get a good man | 


confirmed if the Senators from the State pre- 
fer a had one; in other words, Senators secure 


On agrecing tothe motion, there were—ayes 
78, noes 57. 

Mr. ORTH called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SCHENCK 
and Mr. ORTH were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and the House resolve itself into 


i Committee of the Whole upon the special 


` the rejection of those that the President has 
constitutionally nominated, not because they ` 
are not fiz for the place in question, but because | 


they did not themselves recommend them. 
Now, sir, such action on the part of Sen- 
ators I believe to be unconstitational. The 


oath of a Senator implies that he will act in , 


toch matters from higher motives, and such 
was the intention of the Constitution. I de- 
tire to do no injustice to the Senate. There 


are many Senators, nearly all of them, who | 


act from nobler motives than those I have 
named, and who have occasionally frowned 
down the practice in question ; but they are 
often entrapped into injustice under the pres- 
ent system, and do not always know bow un- 


worthy are the motives of those with whom | 
they associate. . I say, sir, that the motive is || 
unworthy of any Senator who uses his position | 
to defame a good man or disgrace him by a re- | 


it 


jection in a Senate of his party merely because 
that Senator did not recommend his appoint- 


ment. Now, it would be very much better to | 
take it out of the power of Senators to abuse | 
their position by seeking ta control these ap- | 


pointments ; and it would be infinitely better 


for members of this House if they could throw || 


off this influence and stand aloof from this 
scramble for office, and devote their time and 
aoe to the important duties of their posi- 
n. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 


The SPEAKER, The morning hour has 
expired, 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. NEGLEY, from the Committee on En- 


rolled Bills, reported that the committee bad 
examined and found truly enrolled bills of the 


order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Waemcer in the chair,) and re- 


sumed the consideration of the special order, |, 


being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist 
ing laws relating to the duty on imports, and 
for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. When. the committee 


_ was last in session it had under consideration 


| enameled ware, 4 cents per pound. 


' pipe, 1 cent per pound.” 


. pound. 


the following paragraph of the bill: 


On vessels of cast iron not otherwise provided for, | 
and on andirons, sadirons, tailors’ and hatters’ , 
irons, stoves and stove plates of cast iron, 14 cents 
per pound. 


On this paragraph debate has been closed. i 


The pending question is upon the motion of the 

gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. ScHENck, ] to strike 

out the paragraph. ; 
The question being taken, the motion was 


The Clerk read as follows: ! 
On glazed, tinned, or enameled wrought-iron hol- | 
low ware, and on all descriptions of wrought-iron 


Mr. SCHENCK. I movetoamend by strik- | 


ing out the paragraph just read. i} 


The motion was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: ; 
On cast-iron steam, gas, or water pipe, 1? cents per ' 


pound. i! 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move to strike out the 
paragraph just read. i 

Mr. GRISWOLD. Mr. Chairman, I move | 
to amend the paragraph by striking out the | 
words ‘‘and three fourths;’’ so that it shall | 
read, ‘‘on cast-iron steam, gas, and water 
The committee pro- 
pose to place the duty on these articles of | 
extensive and necessary use at 1} cents per | 
It will also be seen that in the par- 


i 
! pound. 


utensils, tailors’ and hatters’ irons, stoves an 

stove plates, all articles of necessary and com- 
mon use. ‘The present duty on the articles I 
have named in each paragraph is 1} cents per 
I now send to the Clerk's desk to be 


‘read a communication which I have received 


upon this subject, from which it will be seen 
that by the present law the duty is 1} cents per 
ound, which is over 112 per cent. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Duty on cast-iron water-pipea, 


57 Sears Buripinea, Boston, April 6, 1870, 
Drak Str: Some time ago we were requested to 


l procure estimates from Scotland for the supply of 


cast-iron water-pipes. We had no idca atthe time 
that the duty was higher on those things than on 


. ordinary castings, or we might have suved ourselves 


considerable troublo and expense. Upon receipt 
of the estimate (of which we give a copy on the 
other side) we made inquiry at the custom-house, 
and found there was a special duty on cast-iron water 
and gas pipes of 14 cents per pound, or over 112 per 
cent. upon the value of the pipes delivered at any 
port in the United States. A 

Several large cities are now contemplating to pro- 
cure a better supply of water, but the estimates show 
that the pipes constitute about one half of the entire 
outlay at the present rate, namely, from $63 to $63 
per ton, currency. Now, there is no reason why oast- 
iron pipe should be sold at a highor rato than the 
most ordinary plain castings, as they are made by 
machinery, and the cost of production is little more 
than that of pig iron. i 

We think for public works this duty should be re- 
mitted, or at least lowered tosuch a point that at all 


_ events some competition might be introduced, as at 


i 
i all their own way as regards price. 


present Government does not benefit one cent, as the 
duty is probibitory; andthe massesure heavily taxed 
to fill the pockets of a few pipe-makers, who have 


American shipping would also be benefited if a 
portion of these pipes were cast in Scotland; and 
many large cities would not hesitate about procuring 
a purer and more permanent supply of water, which 
at present, owing to the enormous cost, is impraoti- 
cable. 

Weare, your obedient servants, 

F. A. LEIGH & CO. 


Prices of cast-iron water-pipes, with turned and bored 
spigot and faucet jointe, coated with Dr. Angus Smith’s 
patent mixture for preventing corrosion, and proved to 
300 feet pressure, delivered free on board ship at Glas- 
gow, Scotland, per ton of 2,240 pounds. 


Big & 
a te E Weight, Price. 
3 v em 
Al Alz 

Inches.) Feet. | Inches.) Cwt. qra. lba.) £ » d. 
4 9 12 0 | 5 il 8 
5 9 | 13-3: 20 0 ; 570 
6 9 7-16 22 0: 5 70 
7 9 7-16 30 7 | 56 60 
8 9 16-32 | 82M : 536 
9 9 ` 15-32 | 4011 , 5 86 
10 9 ; 1-12 43 14 5 3 6 
12 ! 9 9-16 6 2 14 5 09 
14 9 5-9 8 0 ld 5 09 
15 9 4 8 2 i4 5 09 
16 9 i. 9114 5 09 
18 9 | $ 10 2 14 5 09 
20 =: 9 + 12 0 00 5 09 


| class of articles embraced in the other. — 
'| relate to articles made of the cheapest kind of 


agraph next but one above they also propose | 
to place the same duty on the same character | 


of articles, which includes vessels of cast iron, 


i | Average price per ton of 2240 pounds, free on board 
| agreed to. | 


in Glasgow ..enseseereereo svoren setorenoe-soeeneer-oeeepoee 
Freight -nd insurance to any port in the 
United States, 8ay...... cccoscccrervere PTE 


£5 3s. d. 
10 0 


Equal to $28 89, gold. R 
Mr. GRISWOLD. This statement shows 
that these articles of extensive use can be 
delivered here for $29 80 per ton. The dut 
by the present law, and as proposed to be left 
by the committee, as a great concession, is 1} 
cents per pound, which amounts on a ton— 
2,240 pounds—to $33 60; that is, the duty is 
$3 80 more than the original cost of the arti- 
cle delivered in the United States. This atate- 
ment refers particularly to the paragraph under 
consideration, but is equally applicable ane 
ot 


cast iron, sometimes called pot metal, which 
is substantially common pig iron. Tt should 


- be remembered by every one who uses these 


common and necessary articles that. they have 
to pay. considerably more than twice the sum 


‘ that if costs to manufacture the arti¢les in 
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England, and all expense of transporting the || legislation. The manufacturers understand all 


articles to this country; that they are taxed 
more than the original cost of the article, ex- 
clusively for the benefit of the iron manu- 
facturer and iron founderies. Not a dollar 


1 
| 


goes to the Government, for none is imported ` 
or ever can be under the present duty of 1} 


cents per pound. Iwas misunderstood by the 
reporter upon this subject when continually 
interrupted last evening. I said the entire 
value of all importations of castings, as shown 
hy the official statement from the Treasury 
Department for the year 1869, was but $27,707, 
which was less than in 1868. But these im- 
portations are not for articles embraced in 
these two paragraphs. They are for the arti- 
cles included in the third paragraph below, 
which come in at 85 per cent. ad valorem. 
Talk about a duty to support the Govern- 
ment! Can you get a duty upon an article 
where none is or can be imported? And yet 
the Committee of Ways and Means, after ma- 


ture deliberation, have proposed to raise the | 


tariff to 1} cents per pound. Shall debate be 
silenced, and the imposition of the present law 
be continued by the motions of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. 
Scuexck] to strike out the paragraphs, so as 
to leave the duty under the present law, which 
is now substantially prohibitory? The present 
law is not for revenue. It is robbery of the 
masses, under the forms of law, for the sole 
benefit of a few manufacturers, who or whose 
agentsare here log-rolling and by combinations 
to press through provisions of this bill in their 
interest. Again, sir, the whole quantity of 
castings of ail kinds, as shown by the Treas- 
ury Department, imported in 1860 was but 
1,201,456 pounds, or about 500 tons. Not & 
pound embraced in the paragraph under con- 


about these protective tariffs. If the people 
will not examine and understand it, they must 
auffer for their own want of attention. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman from New 
York talks about ‘log-rolling,’’ and says that 
nota pound of these articles has been imported 
and not a dollar of revenue has been derived 
from them. We have had that repeated four 
times at least. If the gentleman will look at 
the Treasury returns he will find that between 
$20,000 and $30,000 worth of duty was derived 
from these very articles. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. How much on each 
article ? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am dealing with the gen- 
tleman’s statements for the information of the 
House. Not asingle pound has been imported 


and not a dollar of revenue has-been derived. | 


That is the gentleman’s statement. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. I wish to call the gentle: 
man’s attention to a fact—— 
Mr. SCHENCK. Notnow. In 1868 on cast- 
iron pipes, vessels, stoves, ànd stove plates we 
received a duty of $22,935 90. That is all the 


: reply I have to make to such an assertion as 


sideration bas been imported or could be. The ' 
whole amount of castings imported of every | 


kind is trifling; and there are others, morevalu- |! 


able than those enumerated in these para- | 


graphs, which undoubtedly make up the amount 
imported, and which are not embraced in these 
two paragraphs. 

But assuming that the 500 tons of cast- 
ings imported were all of the articles named 
in the paragraphs under consideration, the duty 
which the Government received under the 


present law, at 1} cents per pound, amounts » 


to $33 60 per ton, and on 500 tons to $16,800. 
Suppose the amount required for use annually 
in the United States for stoves, &c., under the 
paragraph above to be 100,000 tons, which is 
less than 30 pounds to each family, supposing 
every five persons to compose a family in a 
population of 40,000,000, 500 tons of the 
100,000 tons used are imported, and the 
Government gets,.as we have seen, on that, 
$16,800. All the rest is domestic manufac- 
ture, which is raised by the tariff to the same 
p as that iaporied, and pon which the 

uty is paid. Thus the whole. amount used, 
domestic and imported, being 100,000 tons, 
is increased in value $33 60 per ton, which 
amounts on the 100,000 tons used to $3,360, - 
000. The people pay this latter amount on 
account of the tariff. Every dollar that has 


gone into the Treasury on account of the tariff : 


is on what is imported, which, as we have 
seen, is $16,800. In other words, according 


to this system, the people pay just $200 to |, 


get $1 into the Treasury. 

This estimate does not in¢lude the stéam, 
gas, and water pipe in the pending paragraph, 
which is used so extensively for gas and water 
pipe in all our villages and cities, and steam- 
pipe for all your steam-works and steamboats, 
‘as to which it is clear hone can be imported, 
and all the increased price occasioned by the 
tariff goes to the iron manufacturers. 


I oppose the principle of these high tariffs | 


egislation for a class at the expense of the 
many. I oppose it because of its tendency 
to combine wealth to influence and corrupt 


pee it is anti-Democratic, because it is 


| 


} 


I 
‘| 
t 
| 
| 
| 
t 


‘ vided for. 


that. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. How much on stove 
plates? : 

Mr. SCHENCK. I cannot tell about that 
any more than the gentleman can. They are 
all in the same item inthe present tarif. They 
are retained in the same classification in this 
bill. There is no distinction made between 
them in any returns which have come to the 


knowledge of the committee. I have answered | 


the gentleman so far as the figures are con- 
cerned. The present duty is 1}, and I think 
myself it is too high to raise it to 1} cents, 


aud therefore I propose to strike out the para- | 


graph and leave the duty undisturbed. So far 


as the receipts are concerned, let me say to the |; 


gentleman Í do not believe it matters whether 
there is a duty on that article. ‘he American 


: manufacturers can beat the world in cast-iron 


stoves. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. What, then, is the neces- | 


sity of having duty on them? 
Mr. SCHENCK. Itis not necessary in that 


i view of it, Ihave not interrupted the gentle- 


man. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. I wish to be perfectly 
informed if I am correct in my statement. 

Mr. SCHENCK. ‘The only reply I make to 


‘the gentleman ia the return from the custom- 


houses. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. Is not the entire im: 
portation of all kinds of cast iron only $27,000? 
Mr. SCHENCK. About that. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. if the gentleman will 


‘look at the subsequetit paragraph he will see : 
there is a duty of 85 per cent. ad valorem on | 


all other castings of iron not otherwise pro- 


i 
l 
| 


diatinguish between these articles which are 
classified together. The aggregate amount ig 
given in the reports of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and it is the aggregate amount of duty 
I have given. 

The question was put on Mr. Grisworp's 
amendment; and there were, on a division— 
ayes 28, noes 68; no quorum Voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Griswonp and Mr. 
KELLEY. 

The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 41, noes 74. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Scnenck, to strike out the paragraph. 

The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


On all castings of iron not otherwise provided for, 
35 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. SCHENCK. 
paragraph. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


On all cast iton, or other description of steel, in 
ingots, blooms, or billets, and on rolled ot-hammered 
stecl in bars, rods, sheets, slabs, plates, bands, coils, 
or strips, 3¢ cents per pound. 

Mr. ASPER. I move to amend the para- 
graph by striking out ‘'3} cents” and insert- 
ing ‘*2 cents.” Mr. Chairman, I desire to 
submit the following tabular statement, show- 
ing the quantity of steel imported into the 
United States in 1869, other than steel rails, 
| the classification of the same for duty, the value 
| of the same per pound, the duty on the same 
_ per pound, the gross amount of duty collected, 
and the ad valorem rate of duty on the several 


I move to strike out that 


| qualities: 
| Pounds Value 
i| imported. of same. 
| Steel paying 30 per cent. ad val., 5,570,028 $339,793 
: Steel paying 24 cents per pound, 25,626,988 1,200,921 
Steel paying 3 cents per pound, 12,907,492 1,277,521 
: Steel paying 3 cents per pound 
‘and 10 per cent. ad nal... 864,878 . 117,571 
| Value per Duty per 
pound pound. 
| cents, - cents. 
| Steel paying 30 per dent. ad val., 6.10 2.00 
| Steel paying 2} cents per pound, 4. 2.25 
Steel paying 3 cents per pound, 9.89 3.00 
Steel paying 3 cents per pound ; 
|! and 10 per cent. ad wal..........0 ` 18.68 4,86 
| Amount Ad valorem 
of duty rate of 
-coliected. duty. 


| 
| 
| 


Is not the whole amount imported ; 
‘in 1869 about 500 tons? There are 40,600,000 | 


people in the United States, and 8,000,000 fam- - 


stoves, cooking utensils, &¢., for each family 
will not amount to over $100,000. 


and on which the people pay this additional 


| a duty upon 500 tons. 

GHENCK. I would just say that if , 
. these articles are manufactured here in great _ 
‘quantities and not imported, and if the compe- 
. tition in the manufacture brings down the price, | 
| as I know it does, to a very low figure, the peo- : 
i plè are not taxed in the way the gentleman 


Mr. S 


' speaks of. 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate oh the aménd- 
ment is exhausted. 


` lies; and thirty pounds of this cast iron for | 


Now, sir, © 
you can see what proportion it is that is used, | 


| tariff for the purpose of giving the Government ` 


: Steel paying 30 per cent. ad val., $101,938 30 por ct. 
: Steel paying 2} cents per pound, 640,674 48.00 per ct. 
Steel paying 3 cents per pound, 387,224 30.30 per ct. 
Steel paying 3 cents per pound : 

and 10 per cont. ad val.......000 . 42,027 35.00 per ct. 

This table shows what the importation of 
atecl was in 1869.. It shows that the importa- 
tion of the class of steel paying under the exist- 
ing rates 2} cents per pound was 26,626,988 
pounds, against 10,342,398 pounds of all the 
Other descriptions of steel. That is a descrip- 
tion of steel which costs a little more than iron, 
. probably 1 cent more per pound. ` It costs in 
England $72 per ton. And if the rate of daty 
fixed by this paragraph is to prevail, then it will 
cost merely for duty in the neighborhood of 
$75 or $80, perhaps mote, toimportthearticle; 


, while with the present daty, 2} cents per pound, 


‘| busitidss of life. 


the expense of importation is $61. Now, Mr. 
Chaitman, this article enters largely into all the 
It makes the tool of the me- 
chanie. Thereis searcely an enterprise to which 


|| it is not essentially necessary. Under these cir- 


committee, I would ask the chairman of the | 


Committee of Ways and Means one question. 
I would ask him how much of the steam, gas, 
and water pipe has been imported? 

Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman cannot 


: cumstances it seems to me that the duty as 
now proposed is too high. Previous to: the 


| war, up to the year 1861, the duty upon this 
article was 12 per cent. ad valorem. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. With thetdnsent of the | 


Under 
that rate of duty the manufacturers of steel in 
this country flourished and were successful, as 
in their memorial to Congress in 1867 they 
| themselves expressly declared. In 1861 there 
| was a duty imposed which was said to be a 

compromise between the importer ‘and the 


1870. 
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maaufactarer of steel; it was, I believe, 13 cents 
per pound. In 1862 this wasinc ytocom- 

esate for the amount which the manufac- 
turer was required to pay under the internal 
revenue law; so that from 1862 up to the enact- 
ment of the present law in 1864 there wasonly 
about half a cent per pound poo upon 
the steel that was manutactured in this country. 
Yet ander this protection the manufacture of 
steel prospered, and, as the manufacturers of 
steel stated, ‘“‘ became an assured success.’* It 
seems to me, therefore, that there is no necessity 
for this heavy duty for the protection of the 
steel interest in this country. It does not re- 
quire any euch protection. I ought to state, 


Mr. Chairman, that in 1866 theinternal revenue | 


tax was removed from the manufacture of steel, 
and therefore the present duty of 2} cents per 
pound is entirely sufficient protection upon this 
article. l ask, then, are you prepared to ìn- 
crease the duty upon this cheaper class of steel? 

Recently a discovery has been made of what 
is called the excelsior process, by which steel 
can be manufactured at I cent per pound more 
than the expense of manufacturing iron. The 
following description of this process is given 
by the Iron Age: 


“Nee Proces af Malang Steel.—The Allentown 
Daily Newa states that amumber of gentlemen of that 
place have formed an association for manufacturing 
steel and iron by whatis known asthe ` exoslaior pro- 
cess,’ patented in 1808. ‘hey have commenced oper- 
ations and have already succeeded beyond their most 
sanguine expectations, The steel made by the pud- 
diing process has rolled into a light wagon tire 
tree cighths by seven cighths, handsomely finished, 
srongandhard. Alarge number of chisels and other 
tools have been made in which any desired temper 
can be secured; und some of the most experienced 
mechanics havo used and worked this steel, aad de- 
tiare it to be equal to the best cast steel for strength 
and retention of fine sharp edge under hard use. At 
the Allentown roiling-mill tuey rolled several steel 
top rails with such perfect success that when thefirst 
rail was ran out the puddlers and rollers cheered. 
The lower pari of the rail was made of wrought iron 
and we.ded so perfeotiy that by placing a short piece 
otthe rail under the powerful crusher at the mill it 
broke lengthwise in the iron below the weld. The 
manufacture of steel ander this process, it is claimed, 

costs but a trifle more than wrought iron.” 


When steel can be made thus cheaply, I ask, 
ig it necessary that this protection should be 
given to it? Is it necessary that this additional 
burden shall be placed upon the people, upon 
the farmer, upon the mechani; npon the whole 
business and industry of the country? It seems 
to me, Mr. Chairman, that we ought to reduce 
this duty to 2 cents per pound. Í think a duty 


of $44 80 per ton would be ample protection , 


for this particular interest. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I move to strike out the 
paragraph, I find that by the law as it now 
stands with reference to the lower grades of 
steel, those which are included in this para- 


graph which I propose to strike ont, the lowest | 


tarif is 2} cents per pound. I understand that 
the class of steel which pays a duty of 2} or 2} 
cents per pound is that class which is used for 
the purpose of making plows, hoes, and farm- 
ing implements of that character. Now, in the 
West particularly, as every gentleman upon 
this floor knows, the farming interest mast 
necessarily use a very great amount of this 
class of steel. In my own district alone I sup- 
pose there are more plows manufactured than 
m any district of country of the same size 
m the United States. There isa large num- 
r of plow-factories there, and of course a 
great many plowmen, a great many farmers 
who use these plows, and they are used all over 
the West, 
_ Now, this bill, as I understand it, proposes to 
increase the 
and 
{shall feel compelled to oppose it. I think that 
the higher pe 
rate of duty, 
a less duty. 


tarifon plow steel 1 cent per pound, | 
unless some good reason canbegivenforthis ` 


of steel should pay a higher ' 
while the lower grades should pay | 
But in the bill as it now stands - 


i 


the proposition of the Committee of Ways and | 
“eans 1s to make all these different classes of | 


a which were classified at different prices 
at diferent grades under the old law now 


psy 8} cents per pound, Now, I think that 
aome classification ought to be made something 
like that in the old law, or else that the whole j 
| paragraph ought to be stricken out, so as to let | 
it stand as it is now under the old law. Ihave | 
‘no objection to that. I have a very great 
objection to the proposed change in the law. 
: I believe that I ought to make that objection, 
, and that I ought to be sustained in the interest 
of that great class of consumers which I, in 
common with other en from the West, 
represent upon this floor. 
Mr. CONGER. I would ask the gentleman 
. whether it would not meet his views if the bill 
was amended so as to admit plows free of duty? 
Mr. HAWLEY. Idonos koe thatit would. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Mr, Chairman, I want 
the House to observe that this proposition of 
` the Committee of Ways and Means to amend 
_ the law in relation to the duty on steel is much 
‘more a question of revenue than it is of pro- 
tection. The gentleman who proposes the 
amendment is right in regard to the present 
rates of daty, but I think he is very far wrong 
in his proposition to restorethem. There are 
now three classes of steel recognized in the 
tariff—steel under 7 cents a pound which comes 
in at 2} cents a pound, steel between 7 and 11 
cents which comes in at 8 cents, and that above 
: 1l cents which comes in at 3} cents a pound 
and 10 per cent. ad valorem. Now, what is 
. this highest rate? The first two, 2} and 3 
cents, we can readily understand. Three and 
a half cents a pound and 10 per cent. ad val- 
orem on a certain class of steel shows this rate, 
on application to the Treasury returns, on steel 
' which has been valued in the invoices at the 
, gold price upon which the tariff is laid, at 123} 
cents; 10 per cent. on that is 15%; cents; you 
may call it 1} cents; it is a littie more than 
that; that makes 4} cents; so that the rates 
i of duty are 14, 3, and 43 cents. The commit- 
tee propose to reduce it all to one class, and 
they put it at 3} cents. 


in regard to the views of our consul at that 
great steel-producing point. And whether you 
fix the rates at 8, 3}, or 8} cents per pound, 
or any other sum, what I insist upon is that 
you shall not strike out the paragraph, and 
thus go back to the old system of habitual, 
constant, and infernal fraud. We have found 
fraud in all directions, but in none perhaps 
more than in regard to this very matter of 
steel. That arises in a great degree from the 
fact that there is a difficulty, because of the 
apparent resemblance of the article, in dis- 
criminating between that which should be 


- valued at a higher rate and that which ought 


justly to be valued at a lower rate. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire that the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
inform this committee what advance on the 
present rate is proposed by this bill according 
to the value of the article? What per cent. 
of advance do you ask us to give over the pres- 
ent duty as a protection to the steel manutac- 
turers of this country? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I say that we do not pro- 
pose any advance; other gentlemen differ from 
me. I say that the three present classes on 
which duty is respectively placed are at the 
rates of 2}, 3, and 42 cents per pound. We 
have proposed one rate of 3} cents per pound. 
Gentlemen will say that that is not a medium 
rate, because the bulk of the steel imported 
into this country comes in at 2} and 3 cents 
per pound, and that we have proposed a higher 
than the average rate of duty. Yet it is indis- 
putably true that a very large proportion of 
the higher value of steel which is imported 
into this country comes in at 8 cents per pound, 


' when it ought to pay a higher rate, and would 


pey it but for the false invoices which are 


' resorted to to bring it down within classes to 


: Avery large proportion of the steel is brought ` 


, in, however, now at 8 cents a pound, and it | 


| would seem that 8} cents is above the average. | 
| But the committee found testimony piled upon 
| testimony to show that a very large part of that | 


which comes in at 3 cents per pound ought to 

be charged at the higher rate of 8} cents a | 
pound and 10 per cent. ad valorem, In this | 
matter of steel we particularly run upon that | 
difficulty which arises always from classifica- 
tion. Wherever you classify, wherever you 
make grades of an article and that article is of 
such a kind that it is not easy to distinguish 
between the different grades, it is inevitable 
that importations will be made entirely under 
the lower grades. Steel which ought to have 
paid 3} cents per pound and 10 per cent. ad. 
valorem has been sworn down habitually by the . 
perjury of importers and foreign manufacturers 


| with false invoices; so that the Government has 
| been cheated hand over band. There seems 


to be no remedy for that except to go back to 


the old scheme of having but one class of steel 
and putting a like duty on all. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SCHENCK. No; Ihavenottime. We 
are going to adjourn on the 4th of July by the | 
gentleman’s vote. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. You do not expect to ` 
require all that time to explain steel, 

j Ír. SCHENCK. I willina moment. Here, 
for instance, is a report from the United States 
consul at Sheffield, the great steel-producing | 
town in England. Among other things, Mr. | 
Abbott reports: 


“There is no process practically in 
by which experts can determine wh 


appraisement- 
ethor steel be 


for is the only one which can do justice-both to the 


| Government and to the importers and the purchaser || 


of steel in our country.” 
That is the conclusion at which the Com- 


i 


mittee of Ways and Meang had.arrived before | 


i 
i 
i 
! 
t 


which it does not belong. 

[Here the hammer feil. } 

Mr. ALLISON. Imovetoamendtheamend- 
ment so as to make the duty 2} cents per pound. 
The object of this classification of steel, as pro- 

sed in the bill now under consideration, as 
T anderstand it, is to bring within one class 
what is now comprised within three classes. I 
have examined as carefully as I could the tes- 
timony with regard to frauds at Sheffield in the 
invoice rates of steel, and I am unable to dis- 
cover any great fraud in those invoices. I 
maintain that the testimony that is now before 
us in the shape of revenue reports proves con- 
clusively that those frauds are not very great 
in extent. Now, the fact is that of these three 
classes of steel imported into this country, the 
first, paying a duty of 2} cents per pound, 
amounts to $1,200,000 in value; of the second 
class, which pays a duty of 8 cents per pound, 
the total importation is $1,277,000 in value ; 
and of the third classification, paying 34 cents 
per ponnd and 10 per cent. ad valorem, the 
total importation in value was last year only 
$117,000. Therefore the returns show con- 
clusively that we have the control of the mar- 
ket for the class of steel that pays 8} cents per 

ound and 10 per cent. ad valorem, hecause 
ast year there was only $117,000 worth im- 
ported into the United States. Now is it pos- 
sible that the duty on that class of steel mate- 
rially affects the revenue? 

But the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means [Mr. Scuenox] sqys that the class 


-| of steel that ought to come in subject to a duty 


of 84 cents per pound and 10 per cent. ad valo- 
rem, really comes inat 8 cents per pound, by 
means of fraudulent invoices. Yet the total 
importation of steel at the rate of 3 cents per 


‘| pound is only $1,277,000 ont of the vast mass 


of steel which is consumed in this country. 


worth £20 or £50 par ton, end a specific duty there-. | Now admitting, for the sake of argument, that 


there may be some undervaluations of this steel, 
they must be inconsiderable. But what I ob- 


' ject to is that for the purpose of curing this 


they heard through the Treasury Department i. of steel which enters large 


ti supposed evil, the Committee of. Ways and 


upan.all that class 


Means have raised the a pan A 
y jnto the consump- 


y 
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tion of the country—I hope the chairman of 
the committee will pardon me for using that 
phrase—which enters not only into the con- 
sumption of particular localities and particular 
classes, but into general consumption. The 
daty on this class of steel is raised 1 cent per 
pound or $22 40 per ton. Ihave made a care- 
ful calculation of the effect of this increase. I 
find that a duty of 3} cents is absolutely an in- 
crease of duty upon these other classes, while 
it largely increases the duty upon the class of 
steel most needed. Now, if there is a neces- 


sity for-a uniform valuation upon steel, I sub- | 
mit that the duty should be 2} cents, and no 


higher. 


I saw only a few days ago a letter written by 


a large consumer of the cheapest class of steel, 
showing that under the existing law our own 


manufacturers at a duty of 2} centscan under- |: 
bid and undersell foreign manufacturers in this ` 


lower class of steel. Now, I submit that be- 


cause of the lack of a proper discharge of duty | 


upon the part of our consuls, or the want of 


proper official vigilance on the part of our cus- ; 
tom-hoase officers—difficulties which can easily ` 
be cured-——we should not undertake to increase || 
the duty on this lower class of steel by an addi- : 


tion of 884 percent. If this classification is to 


remain the duty ought certainly tobe nothigher |. 


than 2} cents, as I propose. i 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I ask the 
committee to note one fact. The gentleman 
from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] says that in the lower 
grade of steel we can compete successfully with 
England. 

Mr. ALLISON. And on the higher classes 


we absolutely drive the foreign manufacturers | 


out of the market. 
Mr. 


another fact. I have before me the report 


- of imports for the year 1868, as furnished by | 
During that year | 


the Treasury Department. 
we imported, according to this. report, about 
80,000,000 pounds of steel. 
worth less than 7 cents per pound was 2} 


cents per pound; on steel worth more than | 
| Sheffield and the United States rests under a cloud 


7 cents per pound, but less than 11 cents the 
duty was 3 cents; and on steel worth more 
than 11 cents per pound the duty was 3} cents 


per pound and 16 per cent. ad valorem. | 
ow, if we can drive the foreign manufac- | 


turer out of our market in the lower class of 
steel, then this whole importation was fraudu- 


lent and. upon undervaluation; for out of: 
80,000,000 pounds more than 19,500,000 were - 


imported as steel worth less than 7 cents per 
pound; 9,000,000 more were imported as steel 


worth less than 11 cents; and there was im-:' 
ported less than 1,000,000 of the :kind with | 


which we cannot compete—the kind paying 34 
cents per pound and 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
That. is, two thirds of the quantity which we 


import are of that kind which, according to the | 


gentleman from Iowa, we can drive out of our 


market; and one thirtieth is of the kind with . 


which we cannot fairly compete. 

Mr. ALLISON... The gentleman does not 
mean to misrepresent me? 

Mr. KELLEY. ` No, sir.. 


Mr. ALLISON. Isay that we can compete | 


with the English manufacturer in the produc- 
tion of these lower classes of steel, and that 
the reports show that of the. higher classes 
none is being imported; we have the control 
of the market. . 


Mr. KELLEY. On the contrary the repo it. 


shows, and the Sheffield manufacturers admit, 


that they have been defrauding us; and the | 


house of Thomas Firth & Sons has written 


to our Treasury Department asking that we. 


adopt a system of specific duties so that honest 
men in Sheffield may compete with their neigh- 
bors who resort to undervaluation. AsI stated 
yesterday, a Prussian house asks for specific 


men have recently yielded to the new system 


| turers and drive us from the market. 
i connection, Mr. Chairman, I ask to send to 
the ‘reporter a letter written by a New York | probable that the severe fall of prices in Sheffield 
agent, and which appears in the Sheffield Tele- | 


KELLEY. Now I ask attention to | 
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of appraisement and valuation. I hold in my 
band a copy of the Sheffield and Rotherham 
Independent of April 2, 1870, which states: 


“In pursuance of an arrangement come to for a : 


settlement of the controversy between our steel Dee ros aly been turned to overturning the tarif 


manufacturers” — 
. That is, the Sheffield manufacturers— 


“and the eustom-house authorities in America, the i 


ome `: r 
ees their special trouble the houses engaged in the im- 


shipment of steel has already been resumed, 
of our principal manufacturers have sent off large 


quantities during the week; and all the available |: 
freightage of vessels that sail from Liverpool for ‘: 
| some days to come has been taken up. The American | 
:, gentlemen who have been here for some weeks assist- 
ing to bring about a settlement of the dispute left | 
town yesterday, and will take their departure fron |: 
: Liverpool this morning.” f i 
Sir, the honest duty will be paid under this | 
| errangementon nearly 10,000,000 poundsannu- | 
i ally, instead of on but 1,000,000, and without | 
that duty they can compete with our manufac- |; 
In this |: 


graph of March 14, 1870, showing how the 


Sheffield steel manufacturers expect to break : 
up our steel manufacturein America. I append — 


the letter as a portion of my remarks: 


THE STEEL DIFFICULTY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


: To the Editor of the Sheffield Daily Telegraph: 


Sie: If the following extracts from a letter which 
I have received from a correspondent in New York 
are likely in your judgment to interest your readers 
they are at your service. I am not at liberty to dis- 


close the name of my correspondent, but he is agen- ,, 
tleman of great experience in the matters which he . 
. : pocket cutlery, purchased probably from a hundred 

different makers, and come within 5 or 7ł per cent. 

‘| of the actual invoice certificate (as has 
: case) it ig plain to any man who understands the 


treats of. i 
Yours, truly, W. SMITH. 
8 Cauro LANE; SHEFFIELD, 12th March, 1870. 


New York, February 15, 1870. 


; I manufacturers of Sheffield doing 
business with the United States were surrounded 
with more difficulties than at present. It is oniy 


|| right that therest of their fellow-traders, and throug 
them the town should know what these difficulties || 


are, and how wofully they are arresting the progress 
of the trade with America. Itis not too much to say 
that at the present time the whole commerce between 


of grave suspicion. Whether with or. without just 


cause, it cannot be denied that the Radical heads of |: 
the Departments in Washington have imbibed and |! 


are acting upon the belief that Democratic New 
York and Sheftield are in one grand “ring” to rob 
the Government of a portion of its dues. 


themselves of these suspicions, and restore the town 


to that high position which thus far she has most | 


justly deserved and maintained. 
The opinion has been very freely expressed, 


both here and in Sheffield, that these embarrass- ; 
i ments are caused by the instigations of American | 
It is very obviously the in- | 


manufacturers chiefly. 
terest of these gentlemen to load Sheffield houses 
with ali the duties and hinderances they can, espe- 


of them for destruction. 


atives between free trade and monopoly, in which 


i each man did not vote as a party man, a majority | 


of twelve only was found against free trade. The 


Democratic party, pledged to tree trade as their elec- . 
tion cry, boastthat they can quésh that majority in . 


the November elections, and all parties admit that 
what with the emphatic denunciation of monopolies 
out West, the access of the votes of reconstructed 
State Senators and Representatives, all anti-tariff 


hope of success, and 


With gold declining, their protection in danger, and 


| foreign manufacturers rich, skilled, and ready torush . 
in at the first opening, is it to be wondere 
the American manutacturers, with assets composed, ` 
in many cases, of plant and building, paid for when : 
it required $12 in paper instead of $6 to buy one in | 
i , I say, that thesegentlemenare | 

| not unhappy if Shetiielders notin trouble? 
If gold goes to par, and the tariff of 1860 is reën- || 


gold—isit surprising, I 


acted, there are very few manufacturing contorns in 
this country that could avoid practical breaking up. 


It might go under another name, but that is the real , 
one. And though part of the trouble may have come | 


from the American manufacturers, it has only been 


: K | part. As a rulethey have been too confident of the 
duties in order to give them a share of our : i 


market against British perjury and undervalu- || 
ation. _ As the gentleman knows, the Sheffield . 


popular tide on that point; too blind to the course 


| of gold, and too anxious, as Adam Smith said long 


ago, to eat each other up, to concoct any such 


i| petition, extravagant ex 


| field houses, Te. | 
i grades, und compete dnly indirectly. 


ii advanced sometimes 20 per cent. 
! has to call for reappraisement by competent mer- 
` chants, involving delay, expense, and a sad mauling 
, ef the goods. 


|| toward par it wil 
; native companies to make money, : l 
i; protection, depreciated currency, machinery, ingen- 


ow it not ; 
ii only behooves the traders of Sheffield to’ know this, || 
ut it is the solemn duty. of those implicated to clear | 


at that . 


May 3, 


have ended in the accumulation of no 
t has gone, when made, in new works, com- 
enses, and wild schemes, go 
that when the new day dawns Sheffield manufactur- 
ers will not have wealthy corporations to meet as 
once was feared. The efforts of manufacturers here 


monopol 
money, 


Here follow some forcible remarks on the “steel 
difficulty.” In the present state of circumstances it 
ig perhaps better to omit thems] i 

While the firms in the steel trade are having 


portation of table and pocket cutlery to their own 
stores in this city have since the first of the year 


' been in difliculty. The Treasury Department has 
' for some time past been inundated wiih warnings 


that goods were being sold so low here as to argue 
the evasion of just duties on the part of some if not 


‘ all importers. People here again were disposed to 


credit native manufacturers with being the first 
movers in the matter; but that is not very clear nor 

robable. Itistheirdirect interest doubtless to em- 

arrass all the operations of importers; but in this 
case it is not plain that the hinderance of business, 
or even the imposition of more duties, would cause 
the substitution of their goods for those of the Shef- 
The goods are of wholly different 
It is more 


was only partially known to the appraisers and 


! those who set them at work. It is not to be denied 
' either that there are a few, very few, people in the 


trade who need watching. The result, however, is 
temporarily a great hinderance to business at a erit- 


: ical part of the season, and it will affect orders most 
; materially. Eveybody’s goods, suspected or above 
[From the Shefileld Daily Telegraph, March 14, 1870.] : 


suspicion, are seized, opened out, appraised, and 
The owner then 


Thus far these reappraisements bave not sustained 
the appraisement, and the result has been a victory 
for the importer, When three or four competent 
merchants each for himself value a miscellaneous 
invoice of medium and common Sheffield table and 


een the 


business that the owner of the goods intended no 


, i fraud and that he proposed to pay all the duty dae 
Dear Str: There probably never wasa time when |, 
| the merchants and 


by law. The table and pocket cutlery now coming 


|| from Sheffield is outside of competition from Ameri- 
! gan makers to a great extent. The competition in 
| pocket cutlery, indeed, never was, even when gold 
‘| was at its highe: 


at, a formidable deduction from the 
trade of Sheffield, and now that gold is getting 

i be more and more difficult for 
It is enormous 


ious and effective, and national prejudice against 
abundance of highly skilled hand labor, established 
names and reputation, and completely organized 
establishments, backed by abundant means, 
Sheffield manufacturers, especially the smaller 
and more unknown sort, could be persuaded to adopt 
the machinery and methods in use here they might 
efy all the other conditions put together. Sober, 
thrifty men, working with Yankee machinery at 
homo, would distance any foreigner, Why come 
abroad to do, after infinite pains, what can be as well 
done in Sheffield? As regards table knives, the 
American makers monopolizeall but a very few lead- 
ing goods, and the trade can be recovered in noother 
way than by making the same goods in the same 
way in Sheffield as here. It is of no avail to hear it 
averred that the American manufacturers have been 


J 4 1 | losing money for three years and that many are in 
cially as the signs of the times haye marked so many ‘! 
f 8 The doom of the present |, 
monopolist tariff has been most authentically pro- ' 
nounced. On a test votein the House of Represent- ; 


hard straits. They go onand absolutely monopolize 
the trade. Itisof more use to know that with gold 
at or under 20 per cent. Sheffield goods are very, 
very much cheaper than American ; and that if tho 
Sheffield quality can be improved and the price of 
gold kept down the day has come in which the Shef- 
field makers have a chance, But the efforts are so- 
desultory, and the margin is so small, and the pro- 
duction so limited, that for the present the trade is 
lost. The American manufacturers do not attempt 


‘| any adyanog of duty on finished goods in the new 
; tarif. 
L X ‘| and other materials on the free list, thus getting ri 
men, and the bickering among monopolists them- : 
| selves, this session has seen the final effort of pro- | 
i tection in Congress with any 
| that in future sessions, bit by bit. or at one grand | 
ugly rush, the whole system will be swept away. | 


They aim at puiting all hard woods, ivory. 


ofa 10 per cent. duty on material. This wil! offset 
the fall in. gold somewhat, especially in table eut- 


| lery, and is another block to any advance in Shet- 


field. 

The Tast difficulty under which Sheffield houses 
now labor, and which I shall name, is one in the dis- 
sipation of which this letter may be useful. The table- 
knife manufacturing concern of Lawson & Good now 
claim to be the owners of the patent for making 
**shell-bolster” table knives and forks. acquired in 
1866, through one of their partners, William Gardi- 
ner. For some time this right has been contested by. 
the equally powerful concern in the same trade, J. 
Russes! & Co. Lt is wow said thatthe last-named firm, 
finding it impossible to impeach the patent, have 
compromised the suit with the Lawson & Good Man- 
afacturing Company,and have paid $25,000 as dam- 
ages for goods made on which no royaliy was paid. 


i During the past few weeks notices of applications 
` 0 1 |} for injunctions have oveen 
continuance of protection; too oblivious ofthe rising |: 
: $10,000 to J | 
‘gon & Good Manufacturing Company claim all bol- 
4 € i sters pinned on the blade, not apparently diseriin- 
. schemes, Ina vast number of cases eight yesrg of |: inating between those which dao and do not partly 


served on several >het- 
field houses, and damages have been laid nt from 
$50.000 each. Under this patent the Law- 


1870. 
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he wood or bone scale. If you are able to 

corer e samples and affidavits showing that bol- 
sters, in parts or whole, whether partly covering the 
scale or not, were made and sold prior to 1860, send 
them out st once. You are aware, doubtless, that 
if the Lawson & Good Manufacturing Company can 
exclude the table-knife manufacturers from making 
this class of goods until 1874, when the patent ex- 
ires, the table-knife trade, even if machinery is 
introduced, will be reduced to still smaller limits, If 
bolsters were ever “run” on the information would 


be useful. , 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate has been ex- 
hausted on the pending amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I renew it.. 
Mr. Chairman, I do say it is astonishing that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ket- 
LEY] should so often repeat the declaration 
that it is impossible for this country to compete 
with British labor ; but it is not necessary to 
dwell on that declaration, however often the 
gentleman may repeat it. I wish to call the 
attention of the committee to some facts on the 
pending question. Take our sewing-machine. 
Jtis a Yankee invention. Jt pays an enormous 
duty both on iron and steel. It has the com- 
mand ofall the markets in the world in France, 
England, Italy, Germany, and all other coun- 
tries. There are no axes which compete with 
ours. They are sent all over the world, not- 
withstanding the bigh price of our labor, and 
notwithstanding the enormous duty we pay on 
iron and steel. There, too, is the Amesshovel, 
made by a member of this House, a great 
patriot, who pays an enormous duty on iron 
and steel, because of his Massachusetts associa- 
tion. ‘The Ames shovels command the mar- 
kets throughout the world. They drive out in 
Australia and other British colonies all other 
shovels brought. there. ‘The edge tools of New 
England which pay these enormous duties, 
both on iron and steel, are the best edge tools 
in the world, and as the best, command favor- 
able notice in the markets of the world. If 
there was no high duty on iron and steel, not: 
withstanding the apparent greater price of our 
labor, those edge tools would command the 
` markets of the world. So with the cutlery of 
Connecticut. The cutlery of Connecticut com: 
mandsnow the markets, notonly ofthis country, 
but, notwithstanding the enormous duty on steel 
and iron, commands to a certain degree the 
markets everywhere. This denunciation of 


American skill aud ingenuity, this ‘“ humble- 
pie” confession by members of this House, that 
. We have not the machinery or the intellectual 
Romer to compete with the downtrodden Eng- 
lishman or tax-ridden Prussian or Frenchman, 
itis time were done away with. I do not object 
to the classification which the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] has made in this bill in 
reducing all to this class, -but that is not the 
question here. The question is, what shall be 
the rate of duty? He says 3}. I think 2 is 
enough, though I shall vote for 2}. But let us 
see the ingenuity of the classification, I will not 
say framed by the gentleman from Ohio, but 
Teported by him from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. For the lastyear the importation 
of steel paying 2} cents was 17,646,946 pounds. 
he importations at 8 cents per pound were 
8,500,000 pounds. Those at 34 cents per pound 
were only about 1,000,000 pounds. The ob- 
lection to this horizontal level, this universal 
cutting down, is that it does not cut down low 
enough. We ought to cut down to at least 2} 
cents per pound, the rate at which there is an 
Mmportation of over 17,000,000 pounds, the 
Importations of the higher qualities being very 
much smaller. 
[Here the hammer fell.] 
_ Mr. INGERSOLL. Mr. Chairman, the in- 
Justice of placing all classes and qualities of 
el upon thesame footing, for the purpose of 
nkon, must be apparent to the most casual 
Observer. How many kinds or classes of steel 
are there? Without undertaking to detail 
Minutely the differences in steel, it is sufficient 
th say that they may be divided into five kinds, 
tugh the present tariff divides them into but | 


three. The lowest class of steel is but one re- 
move from iron, which is capable of being eon- 
verted into steel by a very inexpensive process. 
This does not require the same protection as 
cast steel, for the making of which a very costly 
and laborious process of manufacture is neces- 
sary in order to secure the best resulta. Now, 
the Committee of Ways and Means propose 
that steel costing 22 cents per pound shall pay 
the same tax as steel costing 6 or 7 cents a 


pound. There is no justice in such a proposi- | 


tion, and the assertion that it is necessary for 


the protection of the revenue I think has not - 


been made good. I desire, in this connection, 


| as showing that this proposed duty is not re- 


quired for the protection of the home manufac- 
ture of steel, to eall the attention of the com- 
mittee to a most remarkable letter written by 
one of the members of this House, Hon. D. 
J. MORRELL. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Irise toa point of order. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


have been removed, they have under the ex- 
isting rates, by their own admission, a protec- 
tion of 23 cents per pound, and yat they cry 
out for more protection, when there is no need 
of any other protection beyond that which they 
already have. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I withdraw 


| my amendment, in order that the gentleman 


from Tennessee [ Mr. Maynarp] may renew it. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I renew the amendment 


; with the understanding that I do it as the con- 


dition on which I get the floor, and for the 
purpose of replying to the point made by the 


` gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. INGERSOLI,] a 


point which attracted the attention of the Com- 


; mittee of Ways and Means and gave them no 
. ttle anxiety and labor to settle to their satis- 
. faction. The gentleman inquires why the same 


i, 
1 


There is so much confusion that we cannot | 


hear the gentleman. 
just now in the center of the Hall. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen will please 
be seated. i 


duty on steel before the war was 12 per cent. 
ad valorem on all classes. At the commence- 
ment of the war we began to advance the duty 
on steel, and during the war, in the year 1864, 
the direct and indirect tax upon the production 
of iron.and upon the production of steel which 
the steel manufacturers of the United States 
showed Congress amounted to 2} cents: per 
pound. I have said that I desire the attention 
of the committee to the letter of Hon. D. J. 
MORRELL, one of the largest iron manufacturers 
of the country, in which he goes into an elab- 
orate statement to show that the indirect tax 
entering into the production of steel for every 
ton of pig iron used was $5 88. I will not stop 
to enumerate all the details of the tabular state- 
mentsubmitted by Mr. MoRRELL, but I will state 
that at least $2 out of that $5 83 have been en- 
tirely repealed by the reduction of tax entering 
into that production, and the direct tax upon 
the production has been entirely removed by 
the act of 1866. Consequently the profits of 
the manufucture have been augmented in the 
same ratio in which we have reduced the tax. 

Now further, in regard to the cost of the 
production of steel in this country, it was 
alleged that as the enhanced value of iron 


enhances the cost of steel it became necessary | 


to increase the tariff in order to put both on 
an equal footing. Hence the duty on imported 
steel was from time to time increased on ‘the 
showing of the steel manufacturers. They 


alleged that the tax on iron from which the | 
steel was made was $15 a ton.’ The tax per | 
tonof blooms used in making steel was alleged | 
to be $3 60; the tax per ton of bar iron used | 
in making steel, $3 60; the excise on cost, 


The lobby is very large , 


rate of duty is put upon all classes of steel, or 
rather upon all steel of all characters. Let 
me call the gentleman’s attention to some 
facts. It is well known to all those who are 
familiar with the subject that there is no cri- 
terion by which you can tell steel that is val- 


| uable from steel that is comparatively of small 
Mr. INGERSOLL. It is known that the | 


it 


value, unless you put it into a fire and work 
We had before us a great number of 


: instances illustrating this fact, and I recollect 


a ease like this. 


A large quantity of steel was 
imported into the United States several years 


‘ago a8 & very common and low grade of 


© German steel. 


of crucibles consumed, $3 more; the excise ; 
on 10 tons of coal, 60 cents more; the excise | 
on cast-iron molds, castings for repairs, &c., - 
used in making 1 ton of steel, 60 cents more; | 
cost of stamps on letters, &c., 60 cents; the : 


indirect tax on labor on the same basis as 
estimated by Hon. D. J. MORRELL, at the 
Cambria Iron Works, on the average value 


of cast steel, 6 per cent., inclusive of income ` 


tax, $23; making in all $50 a ton, or 2} cents 
a pound, as the tax paid by the manufacturer 


| of steel in this country to the Government of 


the United ‘States. . 
say: : 

__’ Thus it becomés manifest that in the competition 
in our own markets between the imported and the 
American cast steel the advantages are ull on the 
side of the foreign article, the difference of a quarter 
of a cent in tho duty being scarcely appreciable.” 


Now, the average duty at that time was 2,73 
cents per pound on imported steel, while they 
paid 24 cents in the way of diregt and indirect 
taxes to the Government of the United States. 
Consequently at that time they had protection 


The steel manufacturers 


| Of but a quarter of a cent per pound; and 
now that all those direct and indirect taxes . 


i apply such a test. 


Something about it attracted 
attention, and raised the suspicion of the col- 
lector or appraiser, and he called upon a 
practical blacksmith, who put the steel into a 
fire and tested it, and in that way found out 
that it was the most valuable kind of cast steel; 
and when the attention of the importer was 
called to the fact he very quietly paid the duty 
without any further trouble. But it would be 
impracticable in the great majority of cases to 
Hence the committee saw 
no better way in which to protect the Treas- 
ury than to put a fair, medium duty upon the 
article of steel without reference to the value 
of the particular kinds. 

Something has been said about the duties on 
steel before the war. German steel and spring 
steel we manufactured before the war and man- 
ufactured in competition with the world. We 
can do it now. Cast steel is a manufacture that 


' Sprung up and obtained success just about at 


the beginning of the war. The present duty 
of 2} cents on steel below 7 cents, and 8 cents 


: on that below 11 cents, and 3} cents and 10 per 


cent. ad valorem on steel worth more than 11 
cents a pound, has now stood for six years, and 
the result is that we manufacture very largely 
inthis country in competition with foreign steel. 
And another result most important to the gen- 
tleman’s constituents and to my constituents 


; is thut the price of steel has gone down, in gold, 
_ not less than from 2 to 23 cents per pound from 
; what it was before the war. 


The result of our 


, manufacturing it in this country and not depend- 


ing upon the Sheffield works to produce it 
under the present law is entirely satisfactory 
to the manufacturers of steel, if the law could 
be honestly and fairly enforced, and I believe 


| they would prefer the amendment of the gen- 


tfeman from Illinois, [Mr. Haw ey, ] to strike 
out the paragraph altogether, and leave the 
law as it is, and take their risk to have these 
undervaluations corrected by the machinery 
which the present Secretary of the Treasury 
has brought to bear with such efficiency upon 
the frauds of Sheffield manufacturers and im- 
porters, alluded to in the letter introdaced by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ker- 
LEY. ] But though the manufacturers might be 


. Satisfied, the Treasury would not be. We can- 


not afford to have frauds practiced systematic- 
ally upon the revenue of the country as they 
have been in this matter of steel. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to make a sug- 
gestion, wbich I think is a practical one. 
had not known, until the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. MAYNARD] stated it on this floor, 
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that there had been a practical test of the 
quality of the different kinds of steel by a 
blacksmith in the New York custom-house. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It was not in the New 
York custom-house. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. No matter; it might 
as well have been so tested in the New York 
custom-house as anywhere else. The test can 
be applied at any point where the steel is im- 
ported Ifthe collector or the inspector believes 
that the invoice is fraudulent, what is to pre- 

vent him at any time from bringing in his 
blacksmith and having the test applied in the 
way the gentleman has indicated ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. That suggestion, while 
it is not very practical, because of the immense 
quantity imported, would not be very accept- 
able to the importers of steel, who might not 
care about having their wares subjected to that 
sort of tariff test or process. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. JUDD. This question of steel and its 
cost to the consumer is one of very great im- 
portance, because that article enters into every 
place of industry, into every shop where tools 
are used, while the largest proportion of farm- 
ing and agricultural implements are made of 
steel. It becomes, then, an important ques- 
tion how much duty shall be levied upon it 
so far as the consumer is concerned. A new 
classification is proposed by the bill under con- 
sideration, and according to the statement of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, [Mr. Scuencx, ] and the reports which 
J have myself examined, it so happens that a 
low rate of duty is imposed upon the large 


amount of the article which is imported, while | 


a lower rate of duty is-imposed upon the 
smaller part of the amount imported. And 
we are told that the reason for this is because 
of the immense frauds upon the Treasury. 
Why did not the gentleman tell us at the same 


time that it is withia his knowledge that those | 


frauds have been corrected by the pregent Sec- 
retary of the Treasury? 

Mr. KELLEY. I read evidence of it from 
a Sheffield paper, so that I did not withhold 
that knowledge. 

Mr. JUDD. If the frauds of undervalu- 
ation, because of which this classification is 
pretended to be made, have been corrected, 
as stated by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. KELLEY, ] then what occasion is there to 


impose upon this low-priced steel this immense |: 


duty of 8} cants per pound? The reason given , 


by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Ker: 
LEY] and the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means [Mr. Scuzncx] is that this 
is neéessary in order, to avoid these frauds; 
that is the reason. given for placing the duty 
on steel at a uniform rate, as proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. Yet we are 
also told that under the energetic action of the 


prenu Secretary of the Treasury these frauds || 


ave been corrected, Then what proper pre- 
tense is there for imposing this enormous duty 
of 34 cents per pound upon all classes of steel? 
Mr. Chairman, this classification of steel is 
in the same line that a majority of these new 
classifications are made, unknown hitherto to 


any statute before this. We fiad in the present | 


tariff a classification which yields very little 
revenue, and upon that it is proposed toreduce 
the duty ; but upon the large mass of steel that 
enters into the consumption ofthe people of this 
country, and which yields a revenue tothe Gov- 
ernment, it so happens that this classification 
increases the rate of duty. Now, in reply to 
the argument of the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, [Mr. Scuencx, ] when he 
says that the committee have proposed a nni- 
form rate of duty of 34 cents per pound in order 
to avoid frauds, I refer him to the remark of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KEL- 


LEY, ] another member of the Committee of | 


Waya and Means, that the present officers of 
the Treasury have corrected those frauds, and 
that this now comes in at a proper valuation; 
at least so I am advised by the Secretary of 


the Treasury himself. Now if thatis true and 
these facts are so, then there is no occasion for 
this immense increase of duty upon an article 


| that enters into the consumption of every farm 
‘and every shop and every household in the 


country. And gentlemen understand this when 


they propose to raise the duty on this low-priced |; 
upon the common grades of steel. 


steel. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 
r. MAYNARD. I withdraw my amend- 


ment. 

Mr. ALLISON. I renew the amendment 
for the purpose of calling the attention of this 
Committee of the Whole for a few moments to 


one or two facts which escaped me when I was ' 


up before; that is, in reference to the char- 
acter of the steel manufacture in our own 
country. From the best information I can 
obtain, I believe that last year there was con- 
sumed in this country about 45,000 tons of 
steel; and it is admitted that twothirds of all 
the the steel consumed in this country is of 
home production. 

i Mr. KELLEY. About one half, I am in- 
o 


steel business have told me that two thirds of 
the whole amount of steel consumed in this 
country is manufactured in thiscountry. Now, 
more than one half of the entire production 
of this country is made in the single city of 
Pittsburg; 17,000 tons of steel were prodaced 
in that eity alone. Now, the manufacturer of 
steel in Pittsburg has the advantage of trans- 


` portation from Pittsburg to the sea-board, and 
virtually. has the control of the entire markets | 


of the. West. 
steel? They are not alone those persons who 
consume steel in the form of tools which they 


use; they are also the manufacturers of tools, 


| And for S208 i 
LEGS... esse Accceoperesrecsansoscssenescasooogecsseseseseaner LO¥O1 1,008 


‘as was stated by the gentleman from New | 


York. In other words, protection comes. in 
here to interfere with protection. It seems to 
me we should be especially desirous to adopt 
an equitable rule which, while it will build up 
one class of manufactures, will not tear down 
and destroy another large elass. 


I call attention to the following statement | 


of the number and locality of establishments 
using steel, with the capital of each, and their 
annual consumption of steel: 


Now, if it is necessary to have a uniform 


| rate upon steel, let us adopt a rate which will 


be reasonable to the consumers of these arti- 
cles manufactured from steel and reasonable 
to the manufacturers of the articles. 
have large exportations of these articles, as 
will be seen by the following official statement 
of the value of implements exported from the 
United States for the year ending June 30, 1869: 


Classed as hard ware.......s.-orve sesseessaseeses, $2,039,008 
Muskets, rifles, pistols, & 1,983,886 


Agricultural implements. 1,042,474 
ACDINETY ..ccccccececeseccecssccssssveseescossesseussseses 2,948,165 
Steel and cutlery, files, saws, &c.... 419,273 
Sewing-machines. 2,051,681 

Manufactares of iron and steel not spe- 
ecified . . 1,079,081 
Total $11,563,518 
—— 


the previous year, ending June, 


I believe that if we increase the duty mate- 
rially these exportations willbe cutoff. I sub- 


mit that in the interest of protection, and in || to 6 cents 
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cut off this exportation. Gentlemen may say 
thatdrawbacksare allowed upon steel imported, 
This is true to some extent; but we all know 
that. these drawbacks are not always secured or 
even sought for; and they are no protection, 
Two and one balf cents per pound will make 
an increase of one quarter of a cent per pound 
Of the clasg 


" of steel which, as the chairman of the Com- 


rmed. ; 
Mr. ALLISON. Gentlemen who are in the 


Con- A Tons of 
cerns: Men. Capital. peel. | 
“Maine..:..co0.0. 9 895 $410,000 405 
i New Hampshire.. 6 1,200 900, 1,235 
Vermont.............. 3 375 123,000 265 
‘| Massachusetts .....20 5,060 5,610,000 ‘2,559 
Rhode Island....., 3 750 450, 450 
Connecticut........ 17 3,135 2,420,000 1,625 
5 2,625 1,690,000 5 
3 150 120,000 
1 200 100,000 50 
1 50 25,000 25 
3 400 375,000 225 ` 
2 20 000 10 
4 14,860 $12,250,000 7,484 


Now, who are the consumers of |: 


mittee of Waysand Means says, pays now over 
4 cents a pound, we imported last year only 
$117,000 worth. Why was that? Was it be- 
cause we consumed only that amount in the 
tool manufactures of our country and in the 
higher forms of manufactured steel? No; it 
was because the American manufacturer has 
absolute control of the market for that class 
of steel. 

Mr. KELLEY. It is because it is so un- 
dervalued; it comes in at lower rates than it 


ought to. 

Mr. ALLISON. Not at all. The gentle- 
man assumes a fact, and upon it makes an ar- 
gument. It is not pretended that that class 
of steel, which ought to pay 4} cents a pound, 
now comes in at a duty equivalent to 3 centsa 
pound. But even admitting that it does, it 
only amounts to $1,000,000 in value, assum- 
ing itall to be fraudulent; so that the American 
manufacturer of steel has still the control of 
the market. 

We are called upon to raise the duty on the 
lower grades of steel 1 cent per pound, because 
it is said we cannot bring down the higher 
grades below 8} cents. Now, I assume that as 
we have the control of the market with refer- 
enceto the higher grades of steel, the rate which 
I propose, 24 cents per pound, will be a fair 
compromise with reference to all these three 
classes of steel. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I rise to oppose the 
amendment. The gentleman from Iowa claims 
that the duty named in this paragraph would 
increase the cost of steel in the market. He 
claims also thet the American manufacturers 
have the control of the market. But if his 
views were carried out, by the adoption of the 
amendment which he proposes, the control 
of the market, which he now acknowledges is 
held by the American manufacturers, would 
be taken from them, and instead of paying 
for the best class of steel 18 or 184 cents per 
pound, we should be obliged to pay 16 to 17 
cents, as we formerly did. ‘When the duty on 
steel was only 12 per cent. that quality of steel - 
brought in the market 16 cents a pound, and 
over, according to the quality. 


We now |; 


i; cents, 4 
:' per cent. off. By this statement it will be seen 


CORPORATIONS IN TILE DISTRICT, 


The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union rose informally, when , >- 

TheSPEAKER said: The Chair isinformed 
| that in the enrolling of the bill “to provide 
. for the creation of corporations in the District 
` of Columbia by general law’’ an error has oc- 
curred by a wrong enumeration of the sections. 
| In order that the.error may be corrected the 
' Senate will be requested to return the bill, if 
| there be no objection, l 
There was no objection; and it was so 
| ordered. 
TARIFF BILL—AGAIN. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state 
' of the Union resumed its session. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
what are the prices in New York? Up to 
1858-59, when the American steel- works began 
to attract attention, the price of English cast- 
steel was 16 cents per pound, and over, accord- 
ing to quality. Itis now at 13} cents, freely 
‘offered. Commonsteel or spring steel was 123 
It is now to be had at 8 cents and 10 


| that the best cast steel is sold in New York at 
' 24 to 8 cents less than when the duty was but 
| 12 percent. ad valorem, and common steel at 4 
less, when there’ were no American 


the interest of the manufacturers, we ought || steel-works of any account. 


not to raise the duty on thisraw material so as to |; 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman from New 


1870. 


tariff this article of 


tes that by the 
eh ei lona in value, that they 


steel 2 , 
liged to sell it at a less price. 

Ba EA CELAN D. There is no doubt 

about it. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Would it not be better 
for him if he were to take the tariff off and 
place it where it was? I assure him the con- 
sumera of steel would be better ot. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. The gentleman from 
Wisconsin, in his little speech, like a great 
many stump speeches, turns the facts inside 


h 
OH, ELDRIDGE. Thatiswhat I wish to do. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. He reverses his own 
statement by his own argument. If we went 
back to the old duty on steel it would wipe out 
all of the American steel-works. When you 
take off the weight trom one balance the other 
will godown, and by taking off the duty the price 
of steel will go up. The gentleman, with all 
his experience and ability, cannot reverse that 
orcer of things. Nature has provided it, and 
he cannot reverse it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Has the gentleman any 
interest in iron- works? 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Fortunately I have no 
interest in any iron or steel works anywhere, 
as there are none of them making any money 
at this time. 

Now, to resume my remarks at the point 
where Í was interrapted, no man could make 


eeel in this country at a profit for want of | 
: the manufacturers here as the only advocates . 


experience and skilled labor and the probable 
stability of the trade sufficient to make it a 
jair investment for capital. Ali who entered 
ihe trade to make the finer grades of steel 


failed, and the English makers had it all their . 


own way. The steel business demonstrated 
itself first in this country in my district, at the 
old Adirondack works in Jersey City, where it 
wes shown that we could make the best grades 
of cast steel from American iron ; but the en- 
tire control over the market held by the Eng- 
lish makers, with a duty only nominal, made 
it an unsafe investment for capital, and the 


. 


By the above it will be seen. 
paponeuepe for three years the average duty 
arrangement of the classes by values, opening | 
the door wide for undervaluations, aud the 
English makers have made tbe best use of 
their opportunity, 

[tere the hammer fell. ] 

‘The amendment was withdrawn. ; 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I renew it. Mr. Chair 
mau, I do not know that I understand any- 
thing about this question of tariff. I often 
think I do nat; but I suppose I stand in a 
position in common with the great mass of the 
people. I am tired of the argumenta of these 
earned gentlemen who advocate high duties 
and who so constantly assert that manufac- 
turers cannot live without additional duties or 
taxes being imposed upon the people; that 
they cannot go on with their business unless 
they have more protection, yet who are all the 
time telling us these high protective tariffs are 
reducing the price of manufactures to the con- 
sumers. Now, that is an enigma, a conun- 
drum which none of these gentlemen have 
endeavored to explain or answer. Why is it 
that these manufacturers come here and tell 
us constantly that they cannot manufacture 
this article or that article unless theyare more 
highly protected, and at the same time that 
the protective tariff already in existence bas 


ts 


‘ decreased the price of the article to the con- 


sumer? If that. be so, how is it that we find 


of an increased rate of duty? Why is it that 
the consumer does not come here and lobby 
with this House, and labor with the learned 
gentlemen of the Committee of Ways. and 
Means for the purpose of having the tariff 
increased? If the representations of these 


, gentlemen are honestly made, and if it is really 
. the fact that a high protective tariff decreases 


concern could not go into the manufacture ` 
will only increase this tariff the steel-makers 


on a scale sufficiently large to insure success, 
even if they had had the skilled labor, and it 
stopped. lt was undertaken in Pittsburg, in 
Philadelphia, in Massachusetts, in New York, 
bat ali failed except those who made special- 
ties in very low grades. ‘The peeuliar circum- 
stances at the beginning of and daring the war 
lifted the ateel trade ia this country from a 


positive success. That great calamity worked 
in the interest of and built up this trade, ag it 
did some others of great importance and of 
permanent benefit to the’ country. Jt was one 
of the very few redeeming features of that great 


the cultivation of its manufacturing interests. 


the price to the consumer, it is strange that 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


that on the |) any ong will. J do not suppose this steel busi- 


ness will ever grow to manhood; that it will 


been less than 2} cents per pound by the || ever get beyond the necessity of protection; 


that it will ever be self-sustaining. 

The fact is that the manufacturers and the 
protectionists desire to live upon the blood and 
the sweat of labor.. They desire to live, not by 
their own labor, but upon the work and labor 
of the people. When gentlemen demand this 
protection they demand it in the interest of 
capital and against the interest of labor. These 
lobbies are full of manufacturers and their paid 
agents urging higher and higher tariffs, higher 
aud higher protection; not that revenue may 
flow into the Treasury, but that the people's, 
the masses’ money may go into the pockets 
of theae already overgrown capitalists. And 
labor is depressed day by day, and capital is 
being centralized and combined iu the hands 
of the tew further to oppress it. 

[Here the hammer feil.] 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, somethings 
would be very amusing and refreshing if they 
were not deplorable. Among these I would 
class the tirade to which we have just listened 
against the manufacturers, by one who is actu- 
ally playing into their hands. The manufac- 
‘turers have not asked this change of classifica- 
tion. They have opposed it. We have forced 
it upon them, or are trying to doso. And when 
the gentleman set out by saying that he prob- 
ably did net know much about this matter he 


could not have said anything that would he 


we find no consumers here advocating the high ' 
, tariff which they propose to inflict on the people 


of this country. » ; 
Again, we are told here to-day that if we 


will in the course of ten or twelve years at most 
be able to compete with all the countries that 
mannpfacture steel, Mr. Chairman, we haye 
always heard that. plea on their behalf. We | 
-have been told that our manufactures are in 


, their infancy, that they need to be protected 


` during their tender years, and that when they 
state of uncertainty and doubt to a position of | 


come to their majority they will be able to get 


along without all the other avocationa of life 


` paying tribute to them. I have heard that song 


» sung long enough. 
, it to be untrue, 


business forward, till the tariff took it up and | 


assisted it permanently. The eonsequence was | 
a fall in the price of steel in the market, as 
above stated, brought about by the competi- 
tion between the English and American makers 
striving for the market. 

In 1867 there was imported, invoice value, 
$2,780,000; the duty paid was $1,093,000, or | 
a litle over 89 per cent. ad valorem, 


In 1868 imported, invoice value, $1,962,000; |i 


papel pee was $775,216, or 894 per cent. | 


In 1869 imported, invoice value, $2,596,000; | 


a ay paid was $1,080,000, or 414 per cent. | 
In 1867 
Yaue of steel brought in was 6f cents per | 


Pound, and the average duty was 2/7, cents | 
per pound, 


Iu 1868 the average was 6s, cents per pound; `: 


average duty was 2,47, cents per pound, 


Found; average duty 27,4, cents per pound. 


< if ever pay the expense of the raising? are | 


'| gays—for twelve years. 
» by undervaluations, the average |: 


pensive infant I ever knew; and we may well 
ask ourselves, when will it be taken from the 


; breast? When will it have been nursed and 
But the war carried the steel manufacturing '! 


supported long enough? When will it grow 
to its majority? When will it cease to be. an 
infant? What will it cost to raise. it, and will | 


questions we should like to have answered | 
before we nurse it longer. | ag i 
The last time the tariff was raised we were 
told the same story, that but g few years more | 
of protection were neceseary to give manufac- | 
tures all the strength they required. Yet now 
they come again asking for a tariff over the 
present rateg of from 44 to 225 per cept, on this 
article of steel. That is the tariff which they 
ask that the people of this country shall pay— | 
my friend from New Jersey [Mr, CLEVELAND] 
Do gentlemen heligve | 
at the end of that. time these manufacturers 
will not be just as clamorous as they are to-day ; 
that they will. not demand: even a higher duty 


voluntarily to acceptor advise lower rates? Vor 


i, i| my part I have no idea that any one branch of | 
u 1869 the average value was 6); cents per ` 


manufactures will ever outgrow its infancy. | 


4 No one. has during my day, and I never expect | 


I m sick of it, and believe ` 
As I once before remarked | 
, to the committee, it ig the heartiest, most ex- | 
struggle, and I hope the conntry will never again ' 
be indebted to any such state of things for | 

| 


more completely exemplified in all that talk 
atterward about a baby that needed fostering, 
and, unlike other babies, was going to live on 
‘blood and thunder. I do not care for my part 
whether it takes milk or blood. I repeat, how- 
ever, what. I said at the commencement of this 
debate, that this is a question of revenue much 
more than it is of protection. 

Jt is a question in which the Government 
and the consumers are interested very much 
more than it is a question for the manufac- 
turers. J hold in my hand, for instance, a let- 
ter addressed to the gentleman from Iowa, [ Mr. 
ALLISON,] a member of ‘the Committeo of 
Ways and Means, by these great steel mana- 
facturers in Pittaburg ia December last, in which 
they ask that the law shall be let-alone as it is. 
We were applied to continually by manufao- 


: turers not to interfere with this classification 


which gentlemen now who are so opposed to 
manufacturers are: endeavoring to maintain. 
By and by they found that the Committee of 
Waysand Means were determined to cut up by 


_ the roots all these frauds and protect the rev- 


; which, as will appears wero greatly i 
; ent invoice rates of 


than they do now? Have they ever been known |! -this latter circumstance, however, any farther con- 


-enues of the country, and then’ a‘ letter was 


received: by the gentleman from: Tennessee 
Mr. Maywarp] trom the same parties, the 
lack Diamond Steel Works of Pittsburg, 
stating that they had come to the conclusion 


' that the committee was right. in ignoring size 


and grades, &c. ; that the very best classifica- 
tion would. be on all steel, ingots, &c., 8} cents 
per pound. That isto say, if the committee 
is determined to bring it down to one class, if 
the committee look to the advantage of the 
Government and insist upon it that they will 
not leave open this door to frauds any longer, 
then give us 33 cents per pound and we can 
get along. 

Now, sir, what led to this? : We found that 
there were frauds being committed. I hold 
the proofs in my hand. Here are the reports 
of the revenne agents sent abroad upon this 


subject, from one of which I will quote : 


“Prior to July, 1846, stcel in bars and sheets paid 
a duty of 24 per eent.. By the act of July, 1846, the 
duty was changed to the ad valorem rate of 20 per 


cent. Upto the date of the passage of this act steel 


j had been shipped tothe United States by thoSheffield 


manufaeturerg at uniform rates in like qualities, 
qxcess of pres- 
ike grades. [do notclaim for 
sideration than that to which it may be entitled in 
so far as the ehange can be shown to be ip excess of 
the actual decline which has taken place during the 
intervening period in the market value of steel in 
Sheffield. I do claim, however, and L propose to 
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-demonstrate that from and after the adoption of the 
ad valorem system of levying duties on steel by Con- 


gress many of the Sheffield manufacturers mentioned | 
in my former report, who were at that timeand have i 


| 
i 


since been engaged in shipping steel to the United 
States, commenced and havesince carried on through 
a period of more than twenty years a deliberate and 
studied system of undervaluation in their mode and 


rates of invoicing their steel for the United States, . 
$ body in particular. But I do not think it is the 
Having said this | 


by which the Government has been defrauded out 


of a vast amount of its legitimate revenues and the `; 


law successfully and shamelessly evaded for the pro- 
tracted period that I have named.” 


T read now from another report: 


“It is proper that I should say at the outset that 
my attention was first directed to this particular 
article of commerce by Hon. George J. Abbot, the 
consul of the United Statesat Sheffield, who has long 
feared that the Government was being defrauded of 
a large percentage of its legitimate duties upon im- 
ports of steel, but who from the very nature of his 
official position, and the perfectly devised system 
of concealment of prices adopted by manufacturers 
andshippersin Sheffield, was wholly unable to obtain 
the necessary informatign upon the subject. to enable 
him to ascertain whether his conjectures were correct 
ornot. Every attemptthat was made by 
to obtain the real prices of rteel was met by studied 
isisrepresentation and deception, calculated to mis- 
lead him and to lull all his suspicions to rest.” 


Now, sir, what does this arise from? 
arises from our resorting to the ad valorem 
system of duties in reference to an article 
where valuation is no guide, because it can be 


the committee sought to remedy it by calling . 
: © country. 
turers of steel, and persons trading in steel in i 


before them importers of steel and manufac- 


this country, and atone time they thought that 
they had perhaps got at the matter by taking 
the sizes of steel, Why, I recollect that among 
other witnesses on this subject before the com- 


mittee. we had a gentleman who has been ` 
alluded to by the gentleman from New York, | 


[Mr. Brooxs, ] a member of this House, | Mr. 
Ames.] He came to us and showed to the 


satisfaction of the committee that the size of | 


bars and ignots is no criterion at all, that you 


might have thelargest combined with the finest, - 


and the smallest with the coarsest.. We tried 
other. tests of quality which might be described. 
We found that ad valorem would not answer, 
and we were driven to the conclusion that the 
way to remedy the matter was to put-all steel 
down in one single class and charge whatever 
might be right upon it. We refused to give 3} 
cents, which was what the Pittsburg manufac- 


turers thought they might get along with, or 34 | 


cents, or any other amount, but came down to 
8} cents. I have explained why we adopted 
3} cents. - n 

The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. ALLıson] 
and others insist that we haye 


abroad. ‘That is rather a deceptive view: of 
the subject.. We get a good deal of valuable 
steel from abroad yet, but it comes in at 3 
cents a pound, when it ought to pay 34 cents 
and 10 per cent. ad valorem. 


the shape of protection to: the manufacturer 


here, there is a vast amount of wrong done to | 


the Government in robbing it of its revenue. 


I said when I was first up that upon the face | 


of the matter it would seem as if a large pro- 
portion of the steel ceme in at these lower rates 
of duty, and therefore must be of an inferior 
class of steel. But I understand that although 
it comes in at a lower rate of duty it is not to 


the fullest extent nor in the largest proportion || 


the lowest-priced steel. Look at the operations 
of this system for the last two years. [Here 
the hammer fell.] I was about to show that 
from year to year this discrepancy appears to 
be greater; the amount of the lowest-priced 
_ steel is continually increasing, and it is because 


those interested in the importation become 
bolder and bolder in their efforts to shove it | 


down into the lower rates of duty. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I withdraw the amend- 
ment. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I renew it. I regret 
that the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


‘ble and so courteous, should at times display 
so much irritation, and lampoon those who may 
see proper to differ with him. I do not think 
itis in keeping with his general character; I 
| gay this to his credit. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Whom have I lampooned ? 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I am not-aware of any- 


‘ way to meet this question. 


: much by way of preliminary, Í will now pro- - 
- ceed to examine the position taken by the | 


i gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck.} He 
tells us that this is not a question of protection, 
but one of revenue. Now, how much revenue 


i; does he expect tocollect, even if this bill should 


Mr. Abbot | 


become a law? Not exceeding $1,000,000 per 
‘annum. Less than $1,000,000 has been col- 
‘tected heretofore, and not more than $1,000.000 
can be collected on this article under this bill 
: if it should become a law. 
Now, what are the facts? The gentleman 
. proposes, as a question of revenue, that the 
consumers of the British foreign production of 


i i! steel shall pay $1,000,000 into the Treasury 
t 


of the United States; and he also proposes 


i that the consumers of the domestic product 
“of steel in the United States shall take out of 
= their pockets $2,000,000 and give it to whom? 
so deceptive. Finding this condition of things - 


riven from the | 
market all high-priced steel imported from | 


Not to the Government of the United States, 
but to the domestic producers of steel in our 
You propose to take $1,000,000 
i from the British producer and $2,000,000 from 
| the American consumer. That is the propo- 
| sition; it has no wider and no less extent than 
| that. I now want to notice the proposition 
| assumed by another honorable gentleman of 


informs this committee that the manufacture 
| of steel had become.an assured success in the 
United States before the war and before the 


Be it remembered that the manufacture of'steel 


12 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. MAYNARD. A scientific success; not 
à pecuniary success. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Iwill accept it as the 
gentleman now expressesit. It became a sei- 
entific success. There had to be a practical 
inducement before capitalists would invest 
money iu it to make it a scientific success. 
i That was under a rate of duty of 12 per cent., 


l! while to-day there is a duty of 45 per cent. 
ad valorem. But let us examine whether it ‘| 


has not become a practical as well as a scien- 
tific success. In 1864 there were but 7,500 tons 
of steel manufactured in the United States. 
In 1868 there were manufactured not less than 
' 80,000 tons, or an increase of 400 per cent. 


a practical success. And I state here, with- 

out fear of contradiction by any intelligent 
ntleman, that there is no business in the 
nited States where the same amount of capi- 

tal is invested in the manufacture of any arti- 

cle that has paid better during the past five 
ears than the manufacture of steel. 


explain the fact that the price of steel is less 


ound in gold, than it was when the duty was 
Pat 12 per cent. ad valorem? Is it not because 
| of the competition in this country which the 
protection upon it has developed? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I will explain that. 
The scientific appliances which American 


in the manufacture of steel have enabled us to 
produce it at a less price than before. 
Mr. SCHENCK. And to use more of it. 


only about 30,000,000 pounds we manufacture 
in this country 60,000,000 pounds, and that, too, 


| ataprofit. Itisadmitted thatthe manufacturers 


have not petitioned the Committee of Ways and 
and Means, [Mr. ScHENoK,] usually so amia- |: Meanstoadvance this tariff for their protection, ! 


tariff upon it exceeded 12 percent, ad valorem. ; 


becamean assured success under a tariff of only | 


over the production of 1864. That shows that ` 
|| it is not only a scientific success, but it is also 
It comes in by . 
undervaluation, and while there is no good in | 


the Committee of Ways and Means, the gen- . 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp.] He. 


The committee have taken it upon themselves 
to advance it forthe purpose of revenue. While 
it is very well known that six eighths, or per. 
haps seven eighths of all the steel consumed in 
the United States is of the lower grades, yat 
it is proposed, for the purpose of revenue, and 
for the sake of the incidental protection whieh 


. it may afford to the small amount of capital 


‘he alludes. 


and the limited number of people engaged in 
the manufacture of steel in the United States, 
to take from the pockets of the consumers, 
including every man who uses a steel plow 
or an ax ora plane or a mining implement, 
$2,000,000, to be put into the pockets of the 
few men in the United States who manufacture 
steel. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. CLEVELAND. ‘The gentleman who 
has just taken his seat has made a very singular 
statement. It may be correct, but I do not 
believe it is. Ido not pretend to be one of 
the very intelligent men of the House to whom 
But I do know the fact that, not- 
withstanding the gentleman’s statement, it no 
business in this country, involving an equally 


. large amount of capital, skill, and experience, 


have so many years been spent in struggling 
to gain a foot-hold in order to establish an im- 
portant national industry as in the steel busi- 
ness. I undertake to say that during the last 
three years no business of the same extent in 
this country has produced less profit on the 
investment, considering the industry and tal- 
ent bestowed upon it, than the steel business, 
It prospered during the war. By fortuitous 
circumstances over which it had no control the 
interests of that branch of industry were pro- 
moted during the war. That was the result 
of such circumstances as I trust may never 
exist again in this country. I have not time 


| to reply to the various arguments presented on 


this question; but I desire to submit a few 
figures which I have prepared showing why 
the classification adopted by the Committce of 
Ways and Means should be sanctioned by this 


‘committee and enacted into law. 


The proportions of importations of the differ- 
ent classes show how the frauds were managed. 


: I speak against those who steal and profit by 
-their stealings, and on behalfof every man who 


uses steel for manufacturing purposes, of every 
farmer who uses an agricultural implement, of 
every plow manufacturer who uses steel mold- 
ing boards, of every blacksmith who makes a 
steel toe-calk, of every man whocarries a jaek- 


‘ knife, of every woman who buys a pair of scis- 


sors, of every family wanting cutlery, of the ` 
backwoods lumberman using steel saws; and 


as iron and steel are the great evidences of 
| and promoters of civilization, I speak on behalf , 


: steel. 


of civilization itself and against the English 
monopoly when I speak for the American steel 
interest. I advocate circumstances that have 


‘brought and would maintain a low price for 
` steel. 


The gentleman speaks on behalf of the 
old English monopoly and a high price for 
These gentlemen would break down 


‘| the American steel interest and cause the con- 
 sumers of steel in this country to pay $1,000,000 


Mr. SCHENCK. How does thegentleman | annually more than they now pay, in advanced 


now, with a duty of from 24 to 3 cents per | 


' prices for the steel they use. 


By the classification in the present tariff law 


| ordinary cast steel is invoiced down to bring 
‘it into the class that was intended for cheap 
blister steel, and the best cast steel is invoiced 
, down to bring itinto a class intended for a 
: low grade of cast steel; so that in the class 


‘really intended for the best cast steel there 
| genius has enabled our people to make use of | 


was imported only 2} per cent. last year of the 


< whole importation. 


Ia the old tariff there are three grades at 


; three different rates of duty, and the importa- 


Mr. INGERSOLL. But while we import ` 


tions in 1867 were: of the grade at 2} cents 
duty, 65 per cent. of the whole; of the grade 
at 3 cents duty, 30 per cent. of the whole; of 
the grade at 34 cents and 10 per cent. duty, 5 


-per cent. of the whole. 


For 1868 the proportions were ; of the grade 


1870. 
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2} cents duty, 65 per cent. of the whole; of 
ii at 3 cents duty, 32 per cent, of the 
whole; of the grade at 3} cents and 10 per 
cent. duty, 3 per cent. of the whole. 

For 1869 the proportions were: of the grade 


at 2} cents duty, 65 per cent. of the whole; of | 


the grade at3 cents duty, 824 percent. of the 


hole ; 
Sed valorem, 2} per cent. of the whole. 


importation consisted of the better class of 


steel shows how well thia system of bringing ` 


in steel at an undervaluation is understood. 
Now, to show the absurdity of this arrange- 
ment and the perfection to which the English 


of the grade at 3}cents and 10 per . 


up to remunerate them for the losses during 
| this struggle? 
| Mr. SCHENCK. I must now resume the 
floor, in order to stop this debate. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
gentleman from New Jersey whether the in- 
ternal revenue taxes have not been repealed ? 

Mr. COX. Ihope the gentleman from Ohio 


< will allow this new convert to protection on the 
The tact that only 24 percent. of the whole | 


makers have brought the system of valuing to . 


meet the classes in the tariff, let me state that 


a single edge-tool establishment in this coun- ; 
ur—1 hope my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. ` 


ELpaier} will listen to this—uses more steel 
of tbe best grade than the whole amount of the 


importations of last year of that kind, and yet | 


there was plenty of such English steel in the 
market stall times. Where did itcome from? 
ls was imported at a lower value than that 
intended by the last tariff act. The imports 
in 1867 were 43,054,449 pounds; in 1868, were 
30.077,025 pounds; in 1869, 39,399,358 pounds; 


and the average ad valorem rates were, as be- . 


fure shown, for 1867, 394 per cent.; for 1868, 
394 per cent.; for 1869, 41} per cent. 


I assume that imported steel, if honestly , 


invoiced, would come in in the following pro- 
portious, which, I am confident, are approxi- 


mately correct, namely: one fourth, or 25 per i 


tent., each of the lowest and the highest; and 


about one half, or 50 per cent., of the middle or | 


3 cent class. : 
Taking the imports of 1869 as a basis, let 
us see what the result would be at the present 


rates of duty, and what it would be as proposed | 


by the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Tne average value of the three classes of 


steel will be fonnd to be as nearly as possible 


4} ceuts per pound, 9 cents per pound, and | 


12} cents per pound, as the true invoice cost. 


Cost, Invoice Duty, Amount of ` 

Pounds. cents, ‘value. cents, duty. 
RHI at 4} $3242 Bat 2 $221,624 38 
WUT at Y L207 lat 3 590,991 u7 
Wat Pi 1,201,230 Wat yi* 468,867 40 
$3,447,443 87 $1,281,479 85 


Now, at 37} per eent. ad valorem on the 


51,283,972 86, or almost exactly the same | 


` amount, At the rate of 3} cents per pound 
duty, as proposed by this bill on all grades, it 


would amount to $1,280,479 08, or about 374 | 


per cent. ad valorem. ‘The estimate of the 
gentleman trom lowa [Mr. ALLISON] of a fair 
tariff is 40 per cent. average duty. The above 
shows that on steel the duty would be only 37} 
per cent. 

The trade bas struggled nobly through the 
last five years, until the manufacture of steel 
in Pittsburg alone, in 1869, equaled the whole 
importation of that year and exceeded the im- 
portations of 1808, leaving out of the account 


the enormous amount produced in my district || 


and other parts of New Jersey, in Philadel- 
phia, in Illinois, in New York, Connecticut, 
and Massachusetts. There are many millions 
of capital invested in this business in this coun- 
try, and many thousands of native and foreign 
skilled laborers employed. The struggle is now 
gomg on, and the next ten years wil] show 
whether American steel or Sheffield steel shall 
be supplied to those countries where they can- 
not produce it for themselves, and whether we 
shall bay our steel of England at a high price, 
or make it for ourselves at a low price. I 
now that thé proposition I make sounds 
strange; but who does not know that when 
this contest is over, if the American trade shall 
come crippled, and the English makers again 
Get possession of the market, the price will go 
i N EEEE pera 
* And 10 per cent. ad valorem, 


Democratic side to finish his remarks. It is 
somewhat remarkable fora man on this side 
of the House to speak of special interests. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I move that debate on 
this paragraph now cease. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The question first recurred on the amend- 
ment to the amendment of Mr. ALLISON. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 60, noes 62. 

Mr. ALLISON demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. ALLISON and 
Mr. CLEVELAND were appointed. 

The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 78, noes 67. 

So the amendment tothe amendment was 
agreed to. 


Mr. Asrrr’s amendment, as amended, was © 


` agreed to. 

The guestion next recurred on the motion 
of Mr. Haw ey, to strike out the whole para- 
graph. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 60, noes 70. 


| tellers. 


Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Buair and 
Mr. Cox were appointed. 
| Thecommittee again divided; and the tellers 


| reported—ayes 64, noes 75. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


of all shapes or forms cast, cut, rolled or hammered 
to pattern, not otherwise provided for, 4 cents per 
; pound. 


| MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


` The committee informally rose; and Mr. 
_ Scorigip having taken the chair as Speaker 


: pro tempore, a message was received from | 


< the Senate, by Mr. Hamu, one of its clerks, | 


|| retarn to the Senate a bill (S. No. 789) to au- | 


; requesting the House of Representatives to | 


< thorize the proper accounting officer of the 
rhole value, the amount of duty would be ' 


i 


| 


Hinton Rowan Helper. i 


;_ it was farther announced that the Senate | 


| had passed without amendment bills and joint 


resolutions of the House of the following titles: | 


An act (H. R. No. 486) to extend the time || 


for the completion of the military road from |; 


of Michigan, to Fort 


| Fort Wilkins, at Copper Harbor, in the State : 
| 


, the State of Wisconsin; 

' An act (H. R. No. 858) for the relief of 

, Charles C. McCreary; ms 

! An act (H. R. No. 983) to amend an act 
entitled an act to enforce mechanics’ liens on 

| buildings in the District of Columbia; 

An act (H. R. No. 10253) to amend an act 


entitled an act to establish in the District : 


of Columbia a house of correction for boys, 
approved July 28, 1866; | 

An. act (H. R. No. 1594) to amend an act | 
entitled an act to incorporate the Freedmen’s | 
Savings and Trust Company, approved. July | 
30,1865; 

An act (H. R. No. 1766) in relation 
Iowa river, in the State of Iowa; 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 181) grant- ` 


ing an American register to the British-built | 
schooner W. D. B.; and - E 

A joint resolution (H. R. No.-208) for the 
relief of Boswell M. Shurtleff. ' ' 


The message further announced that the ` 
i| Senate had passed bills and joint resolutions ` 


of the following titles; in which. the concur- 
rence of the Ho i 
i Anact (S. No, 99)to pay loyal citizens in the | 


I should like to ask the - 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, demanded | 


On steel of circular shapes or forms, and on steel ' 


-j, and to insert ‘‘2;’’ so that the 


Treasury to settle and close the accounts of | 


oward, at Green Bay, in - 


jj one. 
to the | 


use was. requested : i: 


States lately in rebellion for services in taking 

the United States census of 1860; 

An act (S. No. 453) granting a pension to J. 
Callahan of Chariton, lowa; 

An act (S. No. 471) in relation to certain 

unsold lands in the counties of Porter and 

` Lake, in the State of Indiana ; 

An act (S. No. 554) to regulate credits to 
prisoners for good behavior ; 

An act (S. No. 781) to amend an act enti- 
tled “An act fixing the compensation for the 
bailiffs and criers of the courts of the District 
of Columbia, approved February 22, 1867; 

An act (S. No. 782) to annul a portion of 
a certain statute of the Territory of New 
Mexico; 

An act (S. No. 785) to incorporate an asso- 
ciation for the prevention of cruelty to animals 
in the District of Columbia; 

An act (S. No. 788) for the relief of the 
. widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, 

and marines of the United States vessel of 
war Oneida, and for other purposes ; 

An act (S. No. 798) granting a pension to 
Joseph Shelton ; 

` An act (S. No. 799) for the relief of Anna 
: M. Howard; 

An act (S. No. 808) granting a pension to 

Amanda M. Ritchey; 

' An act (S. No. 809) granting a pension to 
' Mary M. Filler; 

Anact (S. No. 828) for the relief of Henry 
| Newell; 
An act (S. No. 831) for the relief of Baron 
! Creutz, of the Netherlands ; 
| A joint resolution (S. R. No. 16) for the 
'| relief of Benjamin Cooley and James H. Bos- 
l| well; and 
| A joint resolution (S. R. No. 177) for the 
n gale of certain Indian lands in Kansas. 


f TARIFF BILL-—AGAIN. 
$ 


The committee resumed its session, Mr. 
WHEELER in the chair. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. I move to strike out 
"i “4,” in the four hundred and thirty-third line, 
paragraph will 


! 
il 
ty 


OR. 


; read: i 
| On steel of circular: shapes or forms, and on steel 
| of all shapes or forms, east, cut, rolled or hammered 
to pattern, not otherwise provided for, 2 cents per 
! pound. 

I do not desire to raise a special discussion 
‘on this paragraph. I simply desire to call the 
i attention of the committee to the great im- 
portance of this article of stecl—raw steel. In 
` whatever shape or state it is found it is one 
| of the most important articles in this country. 


: And when we reduce its price we are acting 


in the interest of all the mechanics of the 
country, blacksmiths and others, from North 
to South and from Hast to West. We are act- 
ing in the interest of all the carpenters, of all 
the machinists, of all the farmers of the coun- 
I| try. Itis one of the most important articles 
in use by any civilized nation. In fact, with- 
out it we should almost cease to be a civilized 
| nation. When we oppose any increase of duty 
on this article we speak not only in the inter- 
est of the farmers and other industrial classes 
of the country, but we speak in the interest of 
‘| the manufacturers themselves; for the making 
| of steel into the various tools of the mechanic, 
|| the farmer, and the machinist, gives employ- 
| ment to manufacturers who outnumber the 
: domestic manufacturers of steel hundreds to 
I send to the desk to be read the state- 
ment of an intelligent gentleman of my district, 
which directs attention to the variety of uses 
to which this article is put, and which I think 
is well worthy of the consideration of the gen- 
tlemen of the committee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


, “Steel, in whatever form it comes from the maker, 
is raw material in its most essential sense. It ante- 
dates and precedes all other raw material. There is 
no other that is worked into so many useful and in- 
: dispensable articles; nor is there one that receives 
such an increase of value—often a thousandfold— 
` from labor. There is not one in the whole range of 
| Manufacturing that employs so many hands, or so 


t 
! 
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large a capital, in the innumerablohapes into which | a corresponding difference between the steel 


it is converted. 

“Steel, after it has passed from the hands of :!:0 
artisan and mechanic, and taken the form of touls 
and machinery, to which purposes itis almost wholly 
applied, ia still raw material, as much as it was in 
its primitive condition. It is always, whatever may 
be the form into which it is converted, an instru- 
ment—a means to a further end. Disconnected 
trom such end it isnothing. But fortools our forests 
could not be cut down or removed, so as to open the 
soil tothe hand of man. But for them, deposits of 
eoal,and of iron, lead, copper, silver, gold, and other 
ores, could not be uncovered, raised, and rendered 
the subjects of industry and use, But for them, 
neither commereo, nor wealth, nor civilization even, 
could havohad an existence. The presresiat a people 
is, in tact, always to be measured by the perfection 
of their tools and processes, which cither abridge 
labor or render it more elitcient and productive, 
With nothing but the scythe and sickle five times 
the men now employed could not gather the grain 
and grass crops of the country. Without tools the 
works which distribute thesecrops to the consumer— 
the ship and the railway—could never have been 
constructed. Tools lie at the basis of all production 
and distribution, and a nation is rich in the proper 
subjects of taxation—accumulated wealth—ust in 
proportion to the perfection, abundance, and cheap- 
ness with which they are supplied. 

“Tt has, consequently, forthe reasons stated, been 
the policy of all Governments, nnd none more than 
our own, to release raw material, tools, and processes 
of all kinds from taxation, thet that which wasoom- 
paratively valucless might become the subject of ìu- 
dustry and converted into forms fitted for thecomfort 
and support of man. Nuch werethe arguments which 
led to the recent repeal of all internal revenue laws 
imposed by the exigency of the late war upon most 
of tho manufacturing processes, and upon coal, cot- 
ton, ores, and other material that form the basis of 
our weehanical industries. 

“The excessive duties imposed on steel are among 
the causes of the decay threatening the destruction 
of many of our most important branches of industry, 
such as ship-building and the manufacture of tools 
and machinery fur exportation. All sach industries 
come into direct competition with those of other coun- 
tries where steel is subject to no other charges than 
cost. [n consequence of high duties our commerce 
is being rapidly transferred to ships of othernations. 
For the same reason our mechanies and artisans are 
being driven out of all fureign markets, for which 
they formerly competed on equal terms. With the 
continuance of the present rates we must soon ccase 
to be a commercial people, while our mechanical in- 
Jantripa must be wholly restricted to our domestic 
markets. 


Mr. COK. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
GRISWOLD } by substituting 3} cents for 2 cents, 
as proposed by that gentleman. I desire only 
to sey that I think 3} cents is an enormous tax 
on this article, but 1 make this proposition in 
order to secure the help of many liberal gen- 
tlemen on the other side who are in favor of 
reducing the tariff rather than of increasing it, 
and who have acted with us in reducing the 
rates in some previous paragraphs, 

Mr. COBURN. I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment to the amendment. As Í understand it, 


lk 
‘| 


there is not much difference in regard to grade ` 
or quality between the steel described here as. | 


t steel of all shapes or forms, cast, cut, rolled, 
or hammered to pattern, not otherwise pro- 
vided for,” and the steel described in the pre- 


, tinent of Europe. 


vious paragraph as ‘‘steel in ingots, blooms, ` 


or billets, and rolled or hammered steel in 
bars, rods, sheets, slabs, plates, bands, colls, 
or strips.’ This steel is cut up by machinery 
without involving any very great expense or 
the employment of skilled labor. And I do 


not see why any broad distinction should be : 
drawn between the steel deseribed in this par- ` 
agraph and that described in the preceding | 
The steel described here enters into all ` 


one. 


manner of tools, agricultural implements, me- | 


chanics’ tools, and machines. It is the steel 
used for mill saws and cross-cut. saws. 
what is used as steel for machinery, coach- 
spring steel, shovel steel, hoe steel, common 
cast steel, blister steel, file steel, horse-rasp 
steel. It includes these and other kinds of 


steel that are used in the ordinary implements || 


which laboring men are accustomed to handle 
daily all over the land. 

Now, inasmuch as we have cut down the 
duty to 2} cents per pound on plate steel and 
slab steel and sheet steel 
would be fair to reduce th 
level. 


is to about the same 


It is |: 


I 
j 


ij 
1! 
li 
l 
3] 
t 
qi 
al 


E 
j 


it strikes me that it | 


| to protect our own people so that we can edu- | 


mentioned here and that on which we have put 
the duty at 2%} cents. This amendment inti- 
mately concerns the whole working population 
of the country. Every laborer, every farmer, 
every mechanic who uses a tool or implement, 
as well as every man who makes or works a | 
mill or machine, ig taxed at an increased rate ` 
by the provisions of this 
from 44 per cent. on steel for hoes and plows 
up to 77 per cent. on cross-cut saw plates, 
and still higher up to steel fish-bars cut to: 
pattern, at the enormous increase of 225 per 
cent. Good and cheap tools are absolutely 
necessary to prosperous and profitable work. 
Compared with the protection of a few per- 
sons who cut steel to patterns the protection. 
of the thousands who work with the tools of 
the mechanic and farmer in the various walks ° 
of life is vastly more important. The men who 
use the implements and machines made from 
this class of steel are as a thousand to one 
when compared with those who manufacture 
it. In view of this fact alone a decision is. 
easily made. The duty under the present law 
affords ample protection; too much, in fact; 
and there can be no excuse for supporting the 
bill, but rather the converse proposition, to 
reduce the duty fixed by law. i 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. KELLEY. I rise to oppose the amend-'; 
ment offered by the gentleman from New York, ' 
[Mr. GriswoLp.] I desire to say that the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cosusy] is se- 
riously mistaken. in sapposing that the labor 
involved in the forms of steel embraced in this 
paragraph is done by machinery, or is not 
highly skilled labor. . I apprehend there is no 


aragraph, ranging | 


they come gladly to us while we keep a tariff 
that will protect our system of wages. But 
when, as in 1859 and 1860, we get the tariff 
down to free trade, and they have to come to a 
strange land to compete with the wages of home 
from which they have fled, they cease to come; 
they bear in-their own homes the ills they know 
rather than fly to: others among strangers of 
which they know not. Sir, in 1860 and 1861, 


: with a free-trade tariff, we saw, what we had 


seen in 1837-88 under a similar tariff, more 
men emigrating from the United States than 
there were coming into it-as immigrants, and 
a few votes such as the last given here will 
have an effect on wages in this country that will 


' check the immigration that is adding to the 


value of every acre of land in Wisconsin, that 
is peopling it, that is cheapening transportation 
from one end to the other of our country by 


; developing mines, building forges, furnaces, 
and steel-works, and giving to your railroad 


- companies local travel and local freight and 


. transportation both ways. 


branch of mechanics that requires a greater | 


degree of precision-of eye and hand, and more’ 
accurate judgment, than the making of many 


As I have had occasion to remark more 
than once, we now pay double transportation 
on our wheat. It is sent to the sea-board, and 
the cars are returned empty. We pay double 
transportation on our autumn shipments of 
goodstothe West, because the carsrun freighted 
only one way. Iam for welcoming the skilled 
and unskilled men of Europe. Give us free 
trade in stalwart men, men who were raised 
through puny infancy and childhood, through 


© boyhood, into stalwart manhood, and the con- 


dition of skilled workmen at the expense of 

other nations. Let them come to usand make 

ve rich and powerful. . 
[Here the hammer fell. ]. 

‘Mr. COX. I will modify my amendment 


. sœ as to make it 3 cents instead of 3} cents. 


of the articles embraced in this paragraph: I: 


have stood beside the trip-hammer with not 
only admiration but surprise at seeing the man- 
ner in which a heavy bar was handled, perhaps 
by two men, while a third guided the strike, or 
a small bar, turned readily by one man, and 
the perfection with whioh the work was done. 
The gentleman from Indiana probably does 
notknow that we are only nowimporting skilled 
workmen in that branch of business, that it | 
has been sgo recently introduced among us that | 
we have heen unable ‘to train any yet, and | 
that there sre men earning $25 a day at some 
of the very branches of work which he says 
are done by machinery, getting extraordinary 
wages for the privilege of introducing these: 
skilled branches of work into our midst, and 
giving to the yoang American workmen in steel 


highest experience and training from the con- 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentlemae allo 
me a question right there? 
Mr. KELLEY. Ifit bea pertinent one, yes. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will endeavor to make 
it pertinent. The gentleman says we are im- 
orting skilled workmen from the Old World; - 
f suppose from the ‘' pauper-labor’’ countries . 
of Europe. i ; 
Mr. KELLEY. Please put your question. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ought we not to put a 
tariff on that class of skilled laborers in order 


cate skilled workmen in this eountry? 

Mr. KELLEY. Iam thankful to the gen- : 
tleman for having asked that question. This; 
country:is the asylum for the oppressed and | 
downtrodden. Jt is an ample and adequate | 
asylum. Under all its acres lie vast:stores of ; 
mineral wealth, and. we bring the oppressed | 
laborer of Europe under the wages that I am | 
striving to maintain for him, and-we make him | 
and his children free and enlightened Amaris | 
can citizens. I am ready, sir, to keep our | 
doors as widely open. as they are to the skilled | 


Į will vote for a proposition to make |, men or unskilled men that come and add value | 


the duty on this class of steel 23 cents a pound. || to our acres and skill to our producing capacity. | 


A duty of 84 cents is too high, for there is not || The wages they get abroad are so: smail that i 


| 


i 


| 


I believe we can carry that. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Chairman, the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania{ Mr. KELLEY] makes 
substantially the same argument that my friend 
from New Jersey [ Mr. CLEVELAND] makes. He 
tells us that one of the objects of protection is 
to prevent the poor people, the laboring classes 
of America, from being obliged to compete 
with the pauper labor of Europe. And in the 
next breath he tells us that manufacturers are 
importing laboring men from Europe, skilled 
men, and that the object of the tariff is to 
enable them to bring in the skilled labor of 
foreign eountries to compete with the poor 
laborers of this country. And yet he goes to 


_the people, and tells them that all his efforts 


are in. the interest of the masses, in the inter- 


. est of the laboring men, and not in the interest 


: of the manufacturers. 
works the advantage of the example of the ` 
, for a question. 


Mr. KELLEY. I yielded to the gentleman 
- Will he now return the com- 
pliment? ; i ' 

Mre. ELDRIDGE. I will, if,as the gentle- 
man said to me, itis a pertinent question. | 

‘Mr. KELLEY. Are you not likely to in- 
crease the rate of wages on the. other side of 
the water by drawing their skilled workmen 
from them by the offer of higher wages here? 
And are you in favor of immigration? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will answer the last 
question of the gentleman first. fI am in 
favor of immigration.. Isay now that the only 
way in which: the. gentleman's. question is at 
all pertinent is :that his object in importing 
the skilled labor from Europe to this country is 
to increase the wages of labor in Europe. 

‘Mr. KELLEY. In the interest of mankind 
everywhere. ` > gt á 

:Mr. ELDRIDGE. Instead of working in 
the interest of the people in his own district, 
in hig own State, in his own country, he is 
working in the interest of the people-of foreign 
countries. : In thatthe gentleman is perfectly 
consistent, and the position ie charaeteristic of 
himself. . Instead of representing the manu- 
factures and the manufacturers of bis own dis- 
trict; he is constantly proclaiming upon this 
floor that he is laboring in the interest of the 
people of my.district, the fagmera of my State, 


1870. 


the agricultural population of the West. Now 
he has become cosmopolitan in his represent- 
ation, and is seeking to raise the wages of 
labor in Europe in the interest of ‘‘God and 
Lumanity.”’ 

The fact is the gentleman was unable to an- | 
swer the question I put to him. If his purpose ` 
were truly and honestly to work in the interest 
of the laboring population of this country, the |: 
masses, he would put a prohibitory tariff upon 
the pauper and labor immigration from other 
countries. He would seek to preventthe skilled 
workmen of Burope from coming here to ¢om- 
pete with dur own labor. He tells us that he 
is working in the interest of mankind every- 
where. Stillgreat in his conception, still grand | 
in his purpose, he is working to bring the la- 
boring population of Europe over to this coun- | 
try, to make them citizens of this country, to | 
give them thé advantages of a free country; | 
where they may work out a noble destiny, as 
he phrases it. If that is his purpose, then he || 
is certainly helping Europe; for so far as he 
helps European labor he must bring them in 
competition with the laborers of this country: | 
If his doctrine be right, if his positions are true, 
then the trie Way to protect the American 
laborer is to put a prohibitory tariff upon the 
immigration of any class of working people 
into this country from foreign countries. The 
gentleman cannot escape that conclusion of his 
premises. And this would be a much more 
direct way of accomplishing his object than by 
giving high protection to the manufacturer, 80 
as to enable him to import labor from Europe 
to compete with or deprive of work our own 
laborers. The factis the gentleman's premises 
are wrong, and his conclusion, or the natural 
conclusion therefrom, is wrong too. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] A 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do not desire 
to take up the time of this Committee of the 
Whole further than to present one point for its 
consideration. The classification proposed in 
this bill I am sure is better than the classifica- 
tion in the present law, so far as protecting us 
from frauds upon the revenue is concerned. 
This classification is not like the old, where one 
kind or one quality of steel is ptaced in one 
class and another quality in another, for blis- 
tered steel and the higher qualities of cast steel 
are equally in the two classes here proposed. 
These classes relate chiefly to the forms of the 
material of the same quality. 

Class No. 2 of this bill consists of steel which 
isimported cut into peculiar shapes, and fitted 
for peculiar kinds of manufactures. But I think 
the Committee of the Whole will agree with me 
that there should not be so great a difference 
between the rates of duty on the two classes as 
proposed in this bill. Without saying anything 
more as to the rate of duty which should have 
been fixed upon the first claas, except that I 
think the Committee of the Whole has made it 
too low, I will say that I think there should not 
be so great a relative difference as the com- 
mittee havereported, and forthis reason: these 

uliar forms which are imported from Eng: 
and are cut by machinery. mts Bs tyne = yh 

It makes but little-difference in the price of 
the steel whether it is eut into one shape or 


| gard to the second class: Ithink that one half 


another. For instance, s large amount of steel 
18 brought into this country cut into shapes for 
plowshares and plow-molds, and a large num- 
ber of agricultural implementsare thus blocked 
out in the rough. by machinery, and brought 
Over to this country, needing but little labor 
to finish them for use. I do not believe that 
there is a difference of three fourths of a cent 
per pound in the value of the articles embraced 
in these two classes; and I think that to make 
60 great a difference as is here proposed in the 
Tales isto discriminate against the agricultural 
Interests of the country. 
herefore, if the duty is to stand as now 
xed by the Committee of the Whole on the 
"st class, I think we ought to have some- 
hing like the proposition now pending in re- 
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a cent per pound, or $11 20 per ton, is a suffi- 
ciently great difference in the rates of duty on 
these two classes. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I would like to ask my 
colleague a question. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Very well. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman says that | 
half a cent difference, in his opinion, is enough. | 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. SCHENCK. But the gentleman also , 
says that a duty of 2} cents per pound upon ; 
the first class is toolow. Now, because wrong | 
has been done in that tespect is he going to 
follow it up by another wrong? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. When T see a 
vote of twelve or fifteen majority, as was the 


case on this clause, I think the power of a fact . 


accomplished has something to do with it. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I propose to vote for what 
T consider just and right in reference to each 
paragraph. 


[Here the hammer fell. ] l, 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the amend- | 


ment, and upon the amendment to the amend- ‘| 


ment is exhausted. | 
The question was then taken upon theamend: | 
ment to the amendment, to make the duty 3 
cents per pound; and upon a division, there 
were—ayes 61, noes 64. 
Before the result of the vote was announced, 
“Mr. COX called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cox and Mr. 
KELLEY were appointed. 
The committee again divided ; and the tell- 


ers reported that there were-ayes 78, noes 66. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 


Mr. CESSNA. I now move to amend the | 


amendment just adopted by inserting after the 

ord ‘‘three’’ and baire the word *‘cents” 
the words ‘‘and one half,” so that it will read, 
‘fon steel of circular shapes or forms, &c., 3} 
cents per pound.” 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a question 
of order. . 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. |. ; ; 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is it in order to 
amend what has just been adopted by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in order to amend 
by adding to it, in no other way. 

r: FARNSWORTH. I dislike to wrestle | 
with the Chair on. a question of order; but it | 
seems to me that if this amendment should be 
allowed it would be precisely as if the commit- 
tee had adopted a certain number of dollars, | 
say ten dollars, and a member should move to 
amend by adding ten dollars more. This | 


amendment proposes to add, it is true; but it |: 


is equivalent to votin 


the Whole. It can now be amended only by 
adding to it. The Clerk will read therule upon 
the subject. 
| The Clerk read ag follows: 
| "An amendment which hasbeen inserted may be 
dded to.” ; 

The amendment, as amended, was then 
agreed to. 


No further amendment was offered to the 
paragraph. A 

The next paragraph was read as follows: 

On steel railway bars, 2 cents per pound, andon 
all railway bars made in part of steel, 1} cents per 
pound: Provided, That metal converted, cast, or 
made from iron by the Bessemer or pneumatic pro- 
cess, of whatever form ordescription, shall be classed 
as steel. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I move to amend the 
paragraph just read by striking out the proviso 
and inserting in lieu thereof.the following : 

And on metal converted, cast, or made from iron 
by the Bessemer or pneumatic process, of whatever 
form of description, 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. Chairman, there is no paragraph in this 
bill of greater importance than the one under 
consideration, and to which I have offered this 
. Amendment. The production of steel rails by 
what is known as the Bessemer process is of 
recent origin, and bids fairto work a complete 
i revolution in the manufacture of railway bars. 


| The invention consists in part in bringing out 
l: the steel direct from the pig iron without its 


|; having to undergo the expensive intermediate 
process of puddling. The actual expense of 
manufacturing steel rails but little exceeds 
;, that of iron, while its actual value for railroad 
purposes is probably five times greater. It 
thay be made to greatly redace the cost of 
transportation and greatly increaseghe speed 
and safety of railway travel. Of course so im- 
; portant an invention has been patented. In 
this as in other countries the patentee and his 
assigns have exclusive privileges in its manu- 
facture. 

This privilege ia the United States is limited 
to three individuals. One is an honorable gen- 
tleman, a member of this House, who of course 
will vote against my amendment to reduce the 
tax. Another is a distinguished ex-member, 
who has been diligent in honodiay us with his 
presence on this floor during the whole discus- 
sion of these iron and steel items. Members 
are largely indebted to this gentleman for his 
valuable counsel and advice. With these two 
is associated a distinguished gentleman of 
Albany, in the State of New York, the three 
having a perfect monopoly of the whole busi- 
ness in manufactaring these Bessemer rails in 
the United States. Not one poand can be 
made without paying royalty to them. The 
present rate of duty on Bessemer steel is 45 
| per cent. ad valorem, which is about the rate 
contemplated by my amendment. This bill 


g out what the committee 
has just voted in. _— 


the committee has putin. The general par- 
liamentary rale is that an amendment which ` 
has been adopted can be added to. 

The question was upon the amendment of 
Mr. Cessna to the amendment of Mr. Gris- 
WOLD, as amended by the adoption of the 
amendment of Mr. Cox. - 

Mr. CESSNA. I call at once for tellers on 
my amendment. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. CESSNA and 
Mr. Fannsworra were appointed. 


The committee divided ; and the tellers re- | 


ported that there were—ayes 71, noes 69. 
So the amendment to 

adopted. 

- The question was upon the amendment of 


the amendment was , 


amendment so as to make the duty 8} cents | 
per pound. | 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatis taking from the | 
amendment as adopted by the Committee of 


l used. 


| abroad. 
Mr. GRISWOLD, as amended, to make the duty |: 
3} cents per pound. f 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move to amend the | 


proposes to double the present duty and to tax 


i| this article $44 80 per ton, or about $4,500 
The CHAIRMAN. Itisnot voting out what | 
| 


for every niile of road on which these rails are 
This is not laid for the purposes of rev- 
enue, for it will work a prohibition. To relay 
the toads.now in operation in Missouri and 
iron those in process of constraction and pro- 
jected would require an increased cost of more 


| than $18,000,000, 
|| The argument go often wsed that protection 


| is necessary to sustain infant manufactures, 
and that domestic competition will eventually 
| regulate prices, isnot available here. No do- 
 mestic. competition is permitted in this case, 
and in your acts incorporating the various 


|| Pacific railways you require the companies to 


use the home-manufactured rail, thus effect- 
ually closidg the door against competition from 
Thus for the next twelve years at 
least the monopoly in these three assignees of 
the patentee of the Bessemer rail is complete. 
- Mr. Chairman, the proposition to tax steel 
` rails $44 80 per ton, ifsuccesaful, will be a great 


|, outrage on the people of the West, and indeed 


i of the whole country.. Were it necessary in 


ll order to sustain the credit of the nation, or were 
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it required for its preservation or defense, it 
would be cheerfully borne. But such an ex- 
orbitant tax for the benefit of a few wealthy 
monopolista will awaken the most determined | 
opposition from one end of the land to the. 
other. I cannot believe this committee is pre- 


pared to double the present rate of duty on || 
! believe from this Hall, for he was here at the 


essemer steel rails merely to put money into 
the pockets of the few gentlemen who have the 
monopoly of the manufacture in this country. 
I hope the amendment will be adopted. i 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
order. 
the gentlemah from Missouri. The gentlemen 
to whom he has referred, although not both ' 
members of this House, yet, as I understand | 
him, both are upon the floor of the House 
advising members how to vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not a point of | 
order which the Chair can entertain. If the | 
gentleman makes the point of order that they 
are disturbing the House the Chair will enter- 


tain it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Under the rales of the | 
House they are not entitled to be here. | 

Mr. BENJAMIN. One is a member, and | 
one is privileged to the floor. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. No outsider is privileged 


to come upon this floor for the purpose of ad- |: 


‘vocating measures pending before the House. | 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must be 
aware that a question of privilege cannot be 
entertained in committee. : 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I recognize : 
the importance of the question now before the | 
eommittee and desire to say a few words on it 
in reply to the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Bexgami®.] And I begin by saying that the 
gentlemen who founded the new Bessemer 
steel-rail works which have been built up in 
this country have proven themselves to be bene- 
factors of the whole people of the country and | 
have added millions to the property of all the ' 
railroad companies in the country. I will | 
further say to the gentleman from Missouri ; 
that one of these companies under the existing | 
tariff, when the duty was at the rate of $67 50 | 
per ton instead of $44, which the gentleman | 
complains of; that under that duty one of the 
companies has failed, and its stock fully paid 
up can be bought for 40 cents in the dollar. I| 
allude to the Freedom Company of Pennsylva- 
nia. I desire to say that my colleague [Mr. 
MorrELL] is not a manufacturer of Bessemer | 
rails. The company of which he is an officer, i 
and in which I trust he is a stockholder, have 
Sa ladies works for their manufacture, 

ut——— 

Mr. BENJAMIN, Ididnotsay that a mem- 
ber of the House was a manufacturer. I said 
that he was one of the assignees of the paten- 
tees, which I think the gentleman will not deny, 

Mr. KELLEY. He or one of his company 
is one of the assignees. But with that advan- | 
tage and with Bessemer rail-works already built | 
they cannot make rails and sell them in the | 
market except at a loss. Therefore the effect | 
of reducing the duty below what the committee | 
propose will be to close every Bessemer rail- | 
mill in the country and make this country de- 
pendent upon the mills of Great Britain. And 
what will be the result of that? Before Amer- | 
ican competition began, in 1864, you could not 
buy a ton of these rails for less than $150, 
Two railroad companies, the Pennsylvania 
Central and the Baltimore and Ohio, sentagents 
to scour England for this article, and for less | 
than $150, gold, delivered on the American ; 
wharf, not a toncould bebought. The daty was 
then 45 percent., equalto$67 50perton. Gold 
was then at 100 or more premium, so that 
every ton imported in 1864 cost about $400 | 
currency when delivered. Close your Besse- 
mer mills in this country and the price of rails 
will go up again. ng 

I know, sir, the method by which it was in- 
tended to fight this proposition. I hold in my 


! condemned guns for soldiers’ monuments at | 
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hand the St. Louis Democrat of April 23, in 
which I find the following lie. I say ‘‘lie,’”’ 
because Colonel Grosvenor, the. editor of the 
paper, knows the statement to be false, having 
within a period of two months published my 


denial of ownership in any manufacturing stock. | 


He says, in his leading editorial, written as I 


time: 


“Then came Mr. KELLEY (Republican) of Pennsyl- 

' vania, a very large iron manufacturer, one of the 
‘| owners of the Bessemer steel process (not steal) and | 
d . : the great advocate of a protective tariff. ” 
I rise to a question of i 


I stated I make it on the assertion of || 


I desire to reiterate, in the face of this de- 
liberate lie, the assertion I have more than 
once made that I have not directly or indirectly, 
by myself or by. connection either by blood or 
marriage with any man living—for I stand 
almost isolated among the men of my coun- 
try—an interest in any manufacturing stock 
or establishment, or in any mine or mining 
stock. 

MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. 


Here the committee rose informally, and 
Mr. Scorrenp having taken the chair as 
Speaker pro tempore, a message was received 
from the Senate, by Mr. HaMity, one of its 


‘| clerks, which announced that the Senate had 
passed without amendment, a joint resolution | 
and bills of the House of the following titles: | 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 222) granting 


Fairmount cemetery, Newark, New Jersey ; 


Bill (H. R. No. 1337) granting a pension to | 


Thomas Clair; and - 

Bill (H. R. No. 1892) making an appropria- 
tion to satisfy a judgment obtained against 
Grenville M. Dodge, late an officer of the Uni- 
ted States, and others, for acts done. by them in 
the line of their duty. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1595) to amend 
an actentitled ‘‘ Anact providing for the taking 
of the seventh and subsequent censuses of the 
United States, and to fix the namber of the 
members of the House of Representatives, an 
to provide for their future apportionment 
Sone the several States,’ approved May 23, 
1850. ` 

The message farther announced that, agree- 
ably to the request of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the Senate returned to the House 
the enrolled bill (H. R. No. 1427) to 
for the creation of corporationsin the 
of Columbia by general law. 


THE TARIFF. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union resumed its session. 


istrict 


Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say further that | 
here is oneof the leading interests of the coun- | 


try, closely identified with the prosperity of our 


| great transportation interest, and it is unfair to 


thecountry, as it is to individuals, to attempt to 
settle it by prejudiced arguments against the 
interests of individuals, or by libels such as 
that-—— 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. BINGHAM. I move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri 


| [Mr. Bensamin] by striking out ‘30 and 
| inserting “36,” so as to make the duty $36 


per ton. I desire to say, Mr. Chairman, 
that England now demonstrates to the world 


that under the present tariff of the United | 


States it is utterly impossible for the American 
people to manufacture steel rails, because she 
is- offering it to-day in England at $40 a ton. 
Adding the duty which I propose of $36 a 
ton will enable the United Statea to manufac- 
ture steel raila for the world. 

Mr. BROOKS, of NewYork. Ninety percent. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes; the gentleman may 
call it 90 per-cent. Everybody knows that 
England herself cannot afford for any great 


rovide ; 


length of time to manufacture steel rails at 
$40 a ton. She can only do it for the time 
being, by reason of the condition of things in 
England so well understood—the unjust rela- 
tion of labor to capital. In England men must, 
cither labor at whatever price capitalists choose 
to give them or starve. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a sivgle moment? I want to make a 
single suggestion. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
ment. 

Mr. KELLEY. They are acting under the 


Well, make your state- 


i advice of Lord Brougham, given as early as 


1815, to expend any amount of money to 
strangle infant industries. developed in the 
United States by the exigencies of war, and 
when they have done that prices will go up. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, England 
notified the American people long ago of her 


| power for a time to reduce the cost of the pro- 


` in the American market. 


| ducts of iron below the power of the American 


people to produce them; and having put out 
our fires, disbanded our workmen, and com- 

elled us tolookto her foriron, she reimbursed 
ferself the loss thus incurred by charging two- 
fold the price that iron had theretofore paid 
Mr. Chairman, the 
same thing will happen with regard to steel 
rails unless we take care of our own interests 
by a reform of the present tariff. 

The point I desire to make, however, to the 
committee is this: I was stating when inter- 
rupted that England herself, with all her appli- 
ances, her sublime mechanics of human de- 
pravity, by which she coerces at will her toil- 
ing millions, cannot make steel rails at alower 
figure than $40 a ton. Add to that, if you 
please, the cost of transportation, say $8 per 
ton; add to that the duty of $36 per ton, which 
1 propose, and you put it at $84 per ton. 

That is not an extravagant price for steel 
rails, as compared with the ordinary prices 
paid under the most favorable circumstances 
for iron rails. They will last five times as long 
as iron rails, as I understand, when laid down, 
and add to the security of human life. Sir, 
foster this great interest and thus give the in- 
dustrial power of America an opportunity to 
enter into successful competition with the 
cheap labor of England and the cheap labor 
of continental Europe in this great branch of 
manufacture, now known to be so essential to 
the personal safety of the people who daily 
trust their lives to the railways now girdling 
our continent. I venture the prediction that 
under the operation of the proposed duty ina 
very few years America will be the foremost 
manufacturer of steel rails in the world, and 
furnish it, of course, by the force of competition, 
at as lowa rate as it ought to be sold for, 
leaving a reasonable profit for its production. 

The duty proposed in my amendment is 
greatly below the amount reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. I have satisfied 
myself, upon reflection, that the amount I pro- 
pose is all-sufficient to build up this great in- 
terest in this country. The committee propose 
a duty of 2 cents per pound, which is. $44 80 
per ton. The difference, therefore, between 
what I propose and what is reported by the 
commitee is $8 80 per ton. I think that a 
sufficient reduction. Mnongh has been said 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
KELLEY] to satisfy the committee that at pres- 
ent, under the existing duty, there is no hope 
of the manufacture of these rails, so essential 
to the interests of the people, in this country. 
Mr. Chairman, the other view which has been 
taken of this matter ought to have its weight 
with gentlemen in this House. Multiply the 
industries of the people of the United States, 
and you thereby promote the prosperity of the 
whole mass of the people. What market have 
you now for your agricultural products any- 
where in the world outside of this country 
save in case of foreign war or famine? None 
whatever, 
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of Andrew Jackson, the ‘‘noblest Roman” | 
of all the Democrats, who said that in pro- 
portion as you multiply the industries of the 
eople you promote the prosperity of all. I 
do not propose to do this by establishing any 
great monopolies. I have said enough to show 
that if you impose this rate of duty upon this 
interest you induce capitalists to enter upon 
it: and the timeis not far distant when, as the 
result of competition, the American product 
of steel rail will be brought as low as any 
reasonable man in America ought to demand, 
and at the same time the railroads of the 
country will be enabled to lay down this grong 
rail, so necessary for the security of life an 
limb all over this continent, in lieu of that 
rotten material which so often makes vacant 
places about the hearthstones of the people. 
[Here the hammer fell.) 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Chair- 
man, I feel it my duty, in deference to an old 
colleague in this House, to ask the reading of 
the letter which-I send to the desk. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Howsk or REPRESENTATIVES 
Wasutxutoy, April 19, isro. 
Drar Sig: It has becn intimated to me that it is 
the intention of some members of Congress opposed 


Mr. Chairman, I stand upon the philosophy | 


inclosing the circular, which I think tells the 
whole truth. I will read it. He says: 
“The inelosed effort to induce the railroad com- 


' panies to ask of Congress that we be permitted tp 


to the proposed tariff on steel to assail the parties | 


representing the powumatic or Bessemer process in 
this country as monopolists, and to claim that the 
protection asked foris to enable them to make large 
profits, not only as owners of the patents, but also as 
manufactarers thereunder, 

As a matter of justice, will you do me the favor to 
say that out of at least four hundred stockholders in 
this country interested in manufacturing under these 
patents only three individuals are interested in the 

atents, and these three only to a very small and 
immaterial extent ? 

These patents are in no sense a monopoly, any 
one who may wish being able to use them on pay- 
ment of the royalties charged. 


atents, and have always been fess than those paid | 


forei anutacturers. 
Very truly, yours, JOHN A. GRISWOLD. 


Hon. James Brooks. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Chair- 
man, l see nothing in that letter inconsistent 
with what was said by the gentleman from 
Missoari, [Mr. Bensamin,] but it is rather in 
confirmation of it. Let me now read another 
paper which comes from what I deem good 
authority, and states the following facts : 


i 
i 
i 
í 


pay HO per ton more for our steel rails for the ben- 


efit of a fow Pennsylvania gentlemen, who though | 
great celebrities in railroad circles are probably | 
more greatly interested in the manufacture of rails, | 


is about the coolest piece of impudence of these 
extraordinary times, when it seems one necd not be 


surprised at anything. . . 
“The very active and widespread effort and high- 
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sounding railroad names attached will doubtless gull . 


somebody. Isend it you as a curious specimen of 
political impertinence.” 

That is just what it is—a specimen of im- 
pertinence. There is not a man in this House 
who does not know that we are paying from 
$1,500 to $2,000 a mile on every railroad of 
the country for the purpose of protecting a 
few of these iron manufacturers, and we have 
now forty-five thousand miles of railroad in 
the country. In view of the magnitude of 
the interests involved, and the importance of 
getting the very best class of rails at the very 


lowest possible price in order to cheapen the ` 


transportation of the productions of the coun- 
try, it would be better that there should be no 
protection at all on this class of articles so 
that they may be obtained at the cheapest pos- 
sible rate. 

We have only to look at the condition of the 
country as it has grown up and is growing 
under our railroad system to realize the import- 
ance of cheap railroad transportation. heat 
cannot be transported two hundred miles by 


. any other mode of conveyance on land without 


absorbing the value of it in the cost of trans- 
portation. Of course the wheat of the West 
could not be taken to the sea-board but for the 
railroads. I call attention to the following fig- 
ures. From the first settlement of this country 


: till t rai 
The royalties are the same to all parties using the i till 1830, when the first railroad was opened, the 


national wealth which had accumulated was 


the following as the increase of the number of 
miles since constructed, increase of wealth, 


_ and increase of wealth per mile of road : 


“Mr. Jons A. GRISWOLD, of Troy, and his asso- | 


ciates purchased of Mr. Bessemer his patent for this 
country, and as it wag afterward found to conflict with 
a patentowned by E. B. Ward, of Detroit, Mr. Repre- 
sentative MORRELL, of Pennsylvania, and others, 
these two interests were merged, and they togcther 
now hvid the control fur the next eight years of the 
proces known az the Bessemer,and under which steel 
rails are made. The royalty charged is $5 to $10 


perton, consequently iftheduty on steel raileis raised - 


as proposed to 90 per cent. it will, we think, act pro- 


hibitively, and Mr. Ward, Mr. GRISWOLD, Mr. Mor- : 


RELL, and their associates will either havea monopoly 
of the business or will levy a tax on every ton made 
by others who may wish to enter the business.” 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 
mit metointerrupthim a moment? The letter 
which the gentleman has just read speaks of 
this patent continuing for eight years. The 


fact is that the patent will continue in force for i 


twelve years; it will not expire nntil the year 


1882. This I learn at the Patent Office. 
I withdraw my amend- |: 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


ment that the gentleman from Kentacky [Mr. | 


Beck] may renew it. 
Mr. BECK.. I renew. the amendment. 


a 


rise merely to add a word to what was said in 


the first instance by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Bexsamin] in regard to an effort 
on the part of persons purporting to be rail- 
toad men to obtain an increase of daty on 


steel rails. The paper which I hold in my | 
hand, and which has been referred to, isin the | 


hands of perhaps every member of the House. 


and a large namber of others. It has been 
cirenlated all over the West. The president 
of one of the most important roads in my State 
sent mea letter on this subject the other day 


_ believed, approximate to A 
total construction since and including the year 1865, | 


Increase. 
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mense products and our numerous population 
depends solely upon our railroad system ; and 
vur roads ought to be constructed of the very 
best quality, yet at the least possible cost. It 
is now proposed to increase the tariff so as to 
make us pay $44 80 per ton for rails for which 
we are now paying $27. This increase will be 
simply an additional tax upon the whole 
labor of the country, present and prospec- 


tive. It ought to be diminished rather than 
increased. 
foe the hammer fell. ] 
r. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, I have 


been very sorry to see the direction attempted 
to be given to this debate from the very start. 
I suppose that there is scarcely any article in 


i the country manufactured by anybody in the 


production of which some individual or some 
company is not interested. As a gentleman 
suggests, none of these articles produce them- 
selves. This fact has afforded occasion for 
striking at everybody by talking of ‘‘ monopo- 
lists,” as if there were no monopolies except 
among the manufacturers. It does seem as 
if some gentlemen could not see the matter 
in any other light. Here, for instance, is an 
editor in Chicago, the columns of whose paper 
teem day after day with attacks upon the 
‘‘ grasping monopolists,’’ meaning the manu- 
facturers of the country; yet when there is a 
little apprehension that something may be done 
to affect the interests of the banks of the coun- 
try that editor, deeply interested in the mat- 
ter, hurries on to the Committee of Ways and 
Means in order to implore that nothing shall 
be done in any way affecting the banking in- 
terest. j ; 

I take it that all the people of this country 
are endeavoring, in one way or another, to 
make something beyond subsistence. Some 


‘4 are building, some are engaged in manufac- 


: bak : ' tures, some in banking, some in farming oper- 
estimated at $2,653,000,000. Mr. Wells gives | ations; and in each of these diversified pursuits 


i every one is trying to do the best he can for 


i š Increase 
Time. Miles. lah, per mile. l 
From 1830 to 1840....... 2,818  $1,111,000,000 $390,000 | 
From 1840 to 1850 6,203 3,371,780,000 540, 
From 1850 to 1860...... 21,615  9,023,220,000 410,000 


In his last report he says: 


, "The number of miles of new railway constructed 
in the United States during the past year will, it is 
ve thousand; making a 


. the year of the termination of the war, of about thir- 


: area of 


teen thousand. If it is assumed that a line of rail- 
way gives access to fifteen square miles of country on 


each side of it, or thirty square miles altogether, then | 
, the thirteen thousand miles of railway, which it is ` 


estimated have been constracted during the five years 


from 1865 to 1870, will have opened up three hundred : 


and ninety thousand square miles of what, for the pur- 
poses of general production, may be considered new 
territory; a tract of country larger than the whole 
rance and nearly three and a half times 


; i] b hol itain.” 
Willthe gentleman per- . arger than the whole area of Great Britain 


In another table he shows our present and 
prospective accumulation of wealth and the 


. proportion it now bears and will hereafter bear 


to our national debt. I give it: 


Percentage 

Year. National wealth. . of debt to 
property. 

1860........scecsssssssereeesseeee $16,159,000,000 - 

1870. +. 32,318,000,000 7.84 
.-- _64,636,000,000 3.92 
++ 129,272,000,000 1.96 
258,514,000,000 98 


Hon. Joseph H. Wilson, Commissioner of 
the General Laud Office, perhaps the best in- 
formed officer connected with the Government, 
in his report just published, says, in speaking 
of the population of the country: 

“The total population of the United States in 1860 
was, in round numbers, 31,500,000. In 1865 it is esti- 


, 


mated that tlio poration was 35,500,000, including i 
: ns the inhabitants of the Terri'ories, cstimated at 
t13 signed by such men as J. Edgar Thomson, ° 360 


President ofthe Pennsylvania Central railroad, - 


,000 persons on January 1, 1865. At the present 


time, October 15, 1869, according to the most gatis- | 
i factory estimate, it is about 40,000,000. In 1870, ac- 


cording to existing ratios, the population of this 
eountry will be over 42,250,000. 
present century, 107,000,000.’ 


The transportation necessary for our im- 


. At theend of the: 


himself. I think that when we are discussing 


; a subject of this kind it would be well to see 
| whether we cannot rise above attacks upon 


individuals by calling them ‘‘ monopolies,” or 
by striking at them in any other way, and see 


_ whether the interests of the country at large 


are or not involved inthe question we are con- 


| sidering. Now, what is the fact in regard to 


these Bessemer rails? Being unknown in com- 


; merce at the time of the passage of the present 


i be about $75. 


: tariff law, they are not specifically provided for 


in any existing provision, but come in among 
unenumerated articles ata duty of 45 per cent, 
They were never manufactured in this country 
until 1867, having been introduced into Eng- 
land only a short time before. When our first 


; purchases were made we paid from $250 to 


$300 a ton to the English manufacturers for 
those rails. Gentlemen, public spirited, but of 


| course not without the desire to make money 


for themselves by building up this interest and 
this manufacture here, entered into the pro- 


| duction of Bessemer steel rails on this side of 


the water. What has been the consequence? 
The production here has brought down, 
brought down, brought down, the price of 
these rails until gentlemen talk about their 
being purchased at $40 or $45 in gold imported 
from England. Perhaps a fair estimate would 
I hold the present low rate is 
part of the game played by the English manu- 
facturer to break down the possibility of this 
struggling manufacture in this country being 
well established ; and if they succeed we will 


| go back to something like the old figures again, 


to something like the former high prices, as has 
always been the case when a game of this kind 
has been successfully played by them. Now, 
sir, one gentleman on this floor, a colleague 
of mine, (Mr. Winans, ] in debating this ques- 
tion of the tariff deprecates the idea of any- 
body having the benefit of any tariff law for 
the purpose of revenue. He says a tariff for 
revenue may give benefit to some one, and if 
so it is a thing pitiful, a thing to be deplored, 


I do not 80 regard it. [donot care how many 
men profit by that which is done for the public 
benetit at large. The more we profit incident- | 
ally in this way the better it is. I think that l 
is the fair way to regard this whole matter. 
‘This cry is made because the property in the 
patent, as I understand it, is in the hands of a 
few gentlemen who demand a royalty. Ibe- 
lieve Mr. GaiswoLD--who has been referred to 
with more or less of good taste—himeelf pays 
a royalty to the owners of this patent, that 
royalty being from $1 to $1 60 per ton on 
the rails produced—no great thing compar- 
atively, no matter who pays it or who receives 
it. But, Mr. Chairman, that is not the ques- 
tion before the committee. It is an inquiry 
whether the country at large will be benefited 
by building up, no matter in whose hands, in 
this country an interest which will hold the 
producers in England in check, so we shall get 
what we want for the benefit of the people at | 
large and for their various enterprises at lower 
rates. I hold in my hand testimony entirely 
different from that furnished by some one con- 
nected with the railroads in Kentucky, and pro- 
duced by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Becr) who has just taken bis seat. It is the 
petition of all the leading officers of railroads, 
representing in the aggregate some 22,000 miles 
of road. asking that Bessemer steel rails be put 
at 2 cents per pound, for the purpose of get- 
ting them at a cheap rate. It is true there is 
a letter from Vanderbilt; but everybody knows 
he is not a monopolist, but quite the other way. 

The amendment was withdrawn, 

Mr. COX. l renew the amendment. AsI 
understand it it fixes the duty at $36 per ton. 
I do not intend to vote for that rate of duty. 
l wish to have the whole paragraph stricken 
out, so as to have it at 1 cent per pound. 

As to the letter of Commodore Vanderbilt, 
referred to by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, I think it ably answers 
for itself: 


New Yor«, March 24. 
Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your letter inclosin 
a copy of a petition to Congress, asking that instea 
of thepresent ad valorem duty on steel rails aspecific | 
duty of 2 cents per pound be lovied, and requesting | 
ouroficialsignatnre thereto. L can readily conceive i 
the benefits which would accrue to American steel- ' 
makers in the event of an increase of duty as peti- 
tioned for; but in what manner the railroads ot the 
country are to be enriched I must eanfess I am ata 
loss to discover. Thirty-taree out of the thirty-six of 
the signatures to the petition are well-known repre- 
sentativesof leading railroads, s majority of tuem be- 
ing locatedin orrupmng through Pennsylvania, and 
were they given unollicialiy I would conclude their 
principal interest was centered in the steel works, 
and not in the railroads which they represent. You 
urge the advantage of sustaining the homo competi- 


tion as the only defense upon which dependence can . 


be placed to secure our railroad companies against ; b i 
every year? We have now in the United States 


about 60,000 miles of railroad, upon which 


the extortions of foreign manufacturers, 

_ We are decidedly in favor of sustainin, competi- 
tion; not hume competition alone, but oth home ' 
and foreign, and do not propose to advocate any 


measure which will prevent it or place usin thehands |: 


of home extortionists, who would undoubtedly be as 
inexorable in their demands as forcign manufactur- 


ers would be were the same protection given them. | 


A monopoly in the production of steel rails, the |! 


valueand importance of which to railroads have been ` 
thoroughly demonstrated, would often compel us to 

take an inferior article at any price tho monopolists | 
might choose to put upon it. We would not have | 
you believe that we are adverse to patronizing our | 
own manufactories. 


to purchase trom whom we can get tho best article | 
atthe lowest price, and in my judgment these im- | 


rtant eonsiderationscan only be attained by keep- 
ing up a vigorous competition. As an argument of 
the justice of the petition, it is claimed that the 
signers thereto represent railroads that have laid 
more than three fiftas of all the steel rails ased in this 
country. In order to correct any wrong impression . 
that might obtain on this point by reason of the posi- 
tion we take, we desire to say that we alone have 
used on the railroads rep 
York Central, Hudson River, and New. York and | 
Harlem) fully one fifth of all the steel rails imported | 
to this country. We were among the first in this : 
country to adept steel instead of iron rails, and in- 


tend continuing so to do as rapidly as the earnings |- 


and price will warrant. 
With respect, I am yours, truly, 
CORNELIUS VANDERBILT, : 
President. 


'8. M. FELTON, es., ; 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


I will come now to a matter which not onty | 
-coneerns New York State, but fifty thousand i 


We only desire to be atlowed |; 


miles of road in the several States, which are all 
more or less interested in this attempt to raise 
the tariff from 45 per cent. ad valorem to.some 
90 per cent. ad valorem. The present duty 


equals 1 cent per pound. It is to be made 


specific in this bill at 2 cents a pound. The 

resent cost of the manufacture of this steel 
is about $49 per ton, and that is a little more 
than 2 cents per pound. The duty, therefore, 


on these rails is very nearly equal to their first ! 


cost, and that is the amount of bounty we pay 
for the benefit of these few inventors or man- 
ufacturers. 


I say it could be proved, if time were allowed ; 


for the discussion, ae has been well sug- 


gested by the Evening 
has been so much abused here of late— 


“The railroads could well afford, first, to pay to 
the Government $1,000,000 per annum in place of 
the few thousand dollars now received from the 
duty on steel rails; second, to buy up all tho steel 
reil-mills now existing and bura thew: third, to 
pension the small force of possibly five hundred to 

` one thousand men now employed in steel rail-mills 

| at $1,000 each for the term of their natural lives, say 
ata cost of $1,000,000 per annum. ; 

- © All this being done, they would stil! save money 


‘ost newspaper, which : 
| that he never would make a corner if he could; 


i on the construction and repairs of roads to tho ox- | 
i tent of $5,000,W00—more than the expenses of such | 


commutation in tho first year, 
semer stcel rails at $60 per 
year, free of duty. 

** We would also suggest that the prosentsteel mak- 
ers, if pensioned at $1,000 per annum each, would 
be larger consumers of farm products than now ; and 
as they would bo scattered over the country and not 
concentrated in Pittsburg, thore would bo less loss 
of the mineral elements of tho soil, now wasted in 
tho sewers which discharge into the Ohio river.” 

Now, if I only had time to go into the caleu- 
lations which I have before me, I could show 
that these gentlemen who pretend to be bene- 
factors of this country are paid in a proper 
way under our patent laws for their bene- 
factions. There is a way by which men who 
invent and make machines, such as this Besse- 
mer machine for making steel out of raw iron 
at a minimum expense, and thereby calculated 
to reduce the price of what is now an import- 
ant necessary of life—I say there is a way by 
which they are repaid without making them 
leeches on the Government, and without mak- 
ing every man, woman, and child tributary to 
a tew men who are either inventors or man- 
| ufacturers. If, as inventors, or as assigns of 
the inventor, these gentlemen want a bounty, 
let the Government pension them in a proper 
way. But this proposition is merely a new 
mode of satisfying the greed of these parties. 


if they could get Bes- 
ton for only a single 


Do gentlemen in this House know exactly | 
what this steel-rail business is doing? It is | 


` driving out the old rails in making repairs on 
our railroads. 
And how much is wanted for this purpose 


there are 100 tons of rails per mile, or 5,000,000 | 


tons. 
. needed, for repairs is 7 per cent., and the com- 
i mon estimate is 10 per cent. At the latter 
rate, 500,000 tons of rails are annually required 
for repairs only. The old rails taken up furnish 
about one half the requisite material, leaving 
an annual requirement of 250,000 tons of abso- 
` lutely new rails for repairs. There were con- 


| structed in this country in the year 1869 over 
5,000 miles of new railroads, which at 100 tons 
' per mile, required 500,000 tons of rails. It 
is probable that in 1870 over 7,000 miles will 
be built, and 700,000 tons will be needed. In 
point of fact, one half of the total construction 


: of iron inthe United States is used in the con- 


ea a ty we Ge Now || sumption of ‘railroads; or about 50 pounds per | 


head of population. In the long run it would 
be cheaper to use steel rails in place of iron 
-for every mile of road and for all repairs, even 
at 50 per cent. higher cost. 
of nearly 1,000,000 tons. in 
50,000 tons of steel rails, of which the Amer- 
-ican steel makers, under a protection of 45 per 
cent. duty and 3,000 miles of distance, suc- 
ceeded in furnishing 15,000 tons, or 1} per 
cent. of the whole. 
[Here the hammer fell.} 


To meet this need | 
1869, we had only | 


The lowest estimate of the new rails | 
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Mr. SCHENCK. I shall continue the line 
of remark I was making when I had an oppor- 
tunity a short time ago of addressing the com- 
mittee. I believe I spoke of Commodore Van- 
derbilt as one of the two or three exceptions 
among railroad men—and I admit his large 


| interest in railroads—who oppose this proposi- 


tion of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
put a duty of 2 cents per pound on Bessemer 
steel rails. And I will say that I believe every. 
body knows that Commodore Vanderbilt is no 
monopolist at all. 

Mr. COX. Not in this business. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Andevery one knows that 


` he is content to get on in a quiet way ; that he 


does not believe in accumulations of capital; 


‘that he has never had anything to do with 
: attempting to break down or oppress anybody 


else. Everybody knows Commodore Vander- 
bilt. 

Now, it is fair to allude to the fact that the 
opposition comes almost exclusively from a 
source like that, in the face of the fact that a 


petition has come signed by ninety-five of the 


i presidents and representative officers of as 


many of the different railroads of the country; 
that the aggregate roads they represent are 
twenty-two thousand miles in length ; that they 
constitute half of all the railroads built in the 
entire United States, and that they are gentle- 
men from all parts of the country. I find, for 
instance, the following names: Samuel Tate, 
peer Southern Railroad Association, &.; 

. S. McComb, vice president Southern Rail- 
read Association, &c.; W. Wilson Byrne, pres- 
ident D. and D. Railroad Company; John W. 
Brooks, president Burlington and Missouri 
River ratroad, &c.; C. C. Trowbridge, presi- 
dent Detroit and Milwaukee railroad, &c.; Wil- 
liam L. Scott, president Erie and Pittsburg 
Railroad Company; W. W. Worthington, sec- 
retary and treasurer Cincinnati and Indianapolis 
Junction railroad ; Thomas Woods, president 
Danville, Hazleton, and Wilkesbarre Railroad 
Company; George W. Parker, vice president 
St. Louis, Alton, and Terra Haute railroad; 
Edwin Slade, vice president Sheboygan and 
Fond du Lac railroad; and Thomas W. Weak- 
ley, treasurer St. Louis and St. Joseph railroad. 

1 read those names particularly because 
some of them are representatives of western 
roads; but there are roads represented here in 
every part of the country, from the extremest 
North to the extremest West and South. I 
allude to this not for the reason that they have 
any right to dictate to us, but in order to show 


i| that in a matter of this kind those whose inter- 


est it would be to oppose protection, if there 
was any injury to be done by putting a proper 
protection upon these rails, are themselves 
advocates for the very duty which is proposed. 

Mr. RANDALL. Does not the gentleman 
know that many of those gentlemen are inter- 
ested in the manufacture of steel rails ? 

Mr. SCHENCK. No, sir. 

. Mr. RANDALL. Well, I knowit. . 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, I should liketo have 
the gentleman tell us how many. Here are 
ninety-five signers, and I cannot find anybody 
who suspects more than three. 

Mr. ARCHER. I would gay to the gentle- 


| man from Ohio that the president of the Bal- 


timore and Ohio railroad, one of the largest 
railroad men in this country, is opposed to 
this tax. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Precisely. When men 
like Commodore Vanderbilt and Joha W. Gar- 
rett—and everybody knows what his talent 
and ability are—build up and establish, as it 
were, monopolies of their own they begin to 
be against all other monopolies. That is just 
the way. English capital would frown downand 
destroy, if it could, any investment of. Amer- 
ican capital. Wherever there is a large ac- 
cumulated capital that has grown so enormous 
by its success and its advancement that it can 
bid defiance to others, then you find that while 
it could beg for protection in its early stages 


1870. - 


—— 


it becomes exceedingly independent, as Eng- 
ind does toward us, and talks about free trade | 
and nobody else being protected. The truth | 
is that protection is for those who are begin- 
ning; pretection is for those who have not the 
coutro! of these large amounts of capital 3} pro- 
tection is for the country that needs it, for the 
people that need it. 


i 
i 


Sir, se far as this matter of Bessemer steel | 


rails is concerned, and its effect upon the inde- 
endence of our country in relation to this 


interest, it falls directly within the argument | 


of General Jackson’s famous letter to Coleman, _ 
which has never been answered, and cannot be !! 


answered, that our doctrine of incidental pro- 
tection in levying our tariff is a doctrine of 
national independence ; and there never was 
any one particular in which it has been more | 
strikingly exemplified within a history running ` 


only a very few years than this thing of build- | 


ing up an interest in this particular production ` 
for the benefit of our transportation here at 


home. 
Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman ‘asks for | 


names. I know only a few. I give him the 

names of J. Edgar Thomson and Thomas A. | 
Scott, and I find the names of many others who | 
are entirely under their control. They have | 


to the contrary; Iam told by thase who pro- 
fess to know, that under the present tariff the 
manufacturers of these steel rails got along 
very well with the present rates of duty. At 
all events, they have experimented under this 


tariff; it has afforded stimulus enough to lead ! 
; them to experiment and continue this manu- | 
' facture of steel by what is called the Bessemer | 
process, which I am informed is a very cheap | 
‘method of manufacture. They are thereby ' 


enabled to make a rail of steel almost as 
cheaply as a rail of cast iron can be made. 
I net 

article is about $20 per ton. 


"of Ways and Means propose to raise it to 


' $44 80 per ton, thus prohibiting altogether 


forgotten that they are Pennsylvania railroad || 


directors and that there is an immense company | 
of stockholders. f | 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. There are thirteen | 
of these gentlemen interested in the manufac- 
ture of steel rails, and not three, as the gen- 
tleman stated. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Well, suppose there are 
thirteen out of ninety-five; that does not alter 
the fact at all. These gentlemen are just as 
desirous to advance their interests as the man- 
ufacturers are, and it is fair to presume that 
they want cheap rails; that they look ahead to 
continuing means of transportation by cheap 
means of construction. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
The amendment to the amendment was with- 


drawn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I renew it. If we 
were to decide this question upon the repre- 
sentations of railroad men—which we are not, 
thank God—it might be proper to discuss the 
representations of their “‘ representative men,” 
as theyare called. As it is, the gentleman from 
Ohio[ Mr. Scoencx] has not presented the pro- 
ceedings of any board of directors authorized 
to pass resolutions in favor of this tariff. He 
has not presented the resolutions of any set of 
directors of any railroad company in favor of 
this tariff. But he presents here—and to m 
mind it is a very strong argument against the 
scheme—along array of names; nowapresident 
of arailroad, then a treasurer, and then a secre- 
tary of a railroad, and then some other official 
of arailroad, showing that the men are picked 
and selected in order that their names upon 
thismemorial may have their effect upon Con- 
gress. There are the names of treasurers of 
railroad companies, who often own but little or 
no stoek of the road, which are presented here 
as the names of representatives of railroad 
companies in the United States, and to act as 
makeweights in favor of this tariff. 

I supposed that the theory of this bill was 
that it should lighten the burdens of taxation; 
that we could afford now to relieve the country 

irom a portion of the taxation imposed in this 
indirect maaner by a tariff. I never before 

wte understood the theory upon which the 

mmittee of Ways and Means seem to have 
acted in reference to this 
upon iron and steel. I 
pose to reduce the revenue of the Government 
rom duties ou imports, not by reducing the 


tates of d isi 
pen uty, but by raising them. B 


x. have been told—and if I have not been 
rectly informed I hope I may be informed 
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the importation of this article. Jn this way 
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other, it is that this superior quality of rail— 
the steel rail, so essential to the safety of the 
railway traveler, so essential to the econom- 
ical management of our railroads—is one of the 
greatest advantages that has been conferred 
upon the country by its manufacturing genius 
and industry during the last decade. It is 
shown that since 1864, during which year barely 
1,000 tons of this article were imported, the 
price of the article has, by means of our Amer- 
ican manufacture, been reduced almost two 


,, thirds. No man will venture to deny that this 


erstand that the present tariff upon this 
The Committee `` 


is the result of the enterprise of a few ener- 
getic, far-seeing men who, by devoting their 


| capital and their talents to this manufacture, 


` 


have established it in this country. The result 


: is precisely the same that has followed the 


the revenues of the Government are to be | 


reduced; but the burdens of taxation upon 
the people will not be reduced. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
KELLEY] talks about our railroads, and speaks 
about cars going to the sea-board loaded with 
wheat and returning empty. He then pro- 
poses to levy this additional tax upon railroads 


‘ which indirectly, ay, almost directly, reaches 


over to the people who patronize the railroads. 
Well may our cars return empty from the sea- 
board if the railroads, or rather the people, 


are to pay this enormous tax. The gentleman || 


from 


) hio [Mr. ScHENcK] says that people ‘| 
generally have some selfish interest in view; | 


establishment of every manufacturer in this 
country. ‘The foreign manufacturer, determ- 


: ined to crush out his American rival, throws 


that almost every manufacturer or business | 


is true. No doubt Congressmen are sometimes 
influenced by some such motives. 
ought to keep as free as possible from all these 
interests and all these combinations. When 
A, B, and C, when different combinations of 
men representing different interests, iron, lum- 
ber, salt, and various other things, combine, 
upon the principle of ‘‘tickle me, Billy, and 
I will tickle yon,” to make up a tariff bill for 
the people of the United States, I am very 
apt to mistrust the wisdom of following their 
advice and counsel. 
Here the hammer fell.] i , 

r. MAYNARD., Ifone should listen atten- 
tively to this debate, he might be led to infer 
that some members supposed that when any 
man manufactures or A siae any article of 
generalconsumption, the principle of the great- 
est good for the greatest number requires that 


he should produce it for nothing and give it | 


away. Some gentlemen seem to be made per- 
fectly furious ie the idea that some American 
citizens, some one of their own countrymen, 
may, by his peated anf ingenuity, be able to 
make a competency as he passes along through 
life. Ifa man lives in Shettield, or Manchester, 
or Glasgow, he may make as much as he 
chooses; he may riotand revel in the abundance 
of his earnings ; but if he beone of our citizens 
pursuing his industry in our own country, he is 
denounced in terms which it is not necessary 
for me to repeat, go often have they been reit- 
erated upon this floor. 


Now, who are the men that have made great | 


fortunes in this country? They are those who 
have been employed as merchants importing 
the manufactures and products of other lands 
and selling them to our people at a profit. It 
is men of this class who are to-day making 


enormous incomes. It is men of this class who | 


leave to their children great éstates. Their 
wealth is not accumulated by manufacturing 
pursuits. These are the men who should be 


stigmatized, if anybody is stigmatized—I stig- | 


matize no. one—as men of large estates, of 
‘overgrown wealth.” Such terms are not 
appropriately applied to the men who forge 
your iron bars, the men who dig your coal from 


the mountains, the men who extract the salt | 


from the saline materials below the surface of 
the earth. 

With reference to the subject now under 
consideration it would seem that if anything 
has been demonstrated more clearly than an- 


i 
i 


| man, no matter in what he may be engaged, is ` 
| actuated by selfish motives. That, undoubtedly, 


if 


But we; 


| 
il 
ii 
j 


in his fabric at prices which neither we nor he 
can honestly stand. Foreign manufacturers 
expect thus to do with regard to all our estab- 
lishments what they have already done with 
regard to a portion—compel them to close up. 
Then they will raise their prices to recover 
what for the time being they were compelled 
to lose. | f 
Now, while we are compelled, for the sup- 
ort of the Government, to raise money by 
evying import duties, the question is whether 
these duties shall be so levied as to interpose 
the protection of the law for the benefit of our 
enterprising citizens who have thus endeavored 


, to establish manufactures in thit Cons or 
‘| shall we stand here to denounce and decry 


and stigmatize them, as has been done in this 
House? 

Mr. POTTER. I would like to ask the 
gentleman a question. Can he tell me what 
has been the gross production of rails by Bes- 
semer steel-works in this country during the 
last twelve months? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I have the figures some- 
where amid this vast accumulation of papers 
upon my table, but I am not able to turn to 
them at this moment, and therefore I am not 
prepared to answer the question. 

r. POTTER. Can the gentleman say 
about how much? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Anything I might state 
without reference to the figures would be but 
a vague recollection, and I would prefer not 
to answer, because the question is one which, 
if answered at all, ought to be answered accu- 
rately. — 

Mr. POTTER. Can the gentleman state 
what has been the production of Bessemer 
steel by the establishments in Great Britain 
during the last twelve months? te 

Mr. MAYNARD. The capacity of those 


| establishments, as one of my colleagues re- 


minds me, is 50,000 tons a 
readily be doubled. 

Mr. POTTER. Can the g8ntleman tell what 
was the aggregate production of Bessemer 
steel-works in England during the last twelve 
months? ; ; 

Mr. MAYNARD. On that point also ‘my 
statistics are inaccessible at this moment. I 
did not rise for the purpose of presenting any 
views upon that subject. ; 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Chairman, I.shall thank 
apy gentleman who will furnish us those stä- 
tistics, for we want the figures before we can 
be made to believe that it is the works of this 
country that by their production have caused 
the reduction of price which has been exhibited 
within the last few months. 

Mr. MAYNARD. In the remarks which I 
had the honor of submitting to the House the 
other day I presented figures which would 
answer the gentleman’s inquiry. If he will 
take the trouble to run his eye over them he 
will find the information he desires. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on 


year; and that can 


ho penam amendment. , 
r. BINGHAM. I do not witbdraw my 
amendment, SE 
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Nr. INGERSOLL. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw his amendment and I will renew it. 

Mr. CESSNA. After this discussion I shall 
object to any further withdrawal of that amend- | 


ment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I renew it. Mr. Chair- | 


, 


industry so that the American production will 
within a few years equal the demand. 
Here the hammer fell. } | 
r. BENJAMIN. I desire to modify my 
| amendment so as to substitute $30 per ton for 


« 1 cent per pound. 


! The CHAIRMAN. It may be done by unan- 
| imous consent. Is there objection ? 


man, it is well to inquire, in order that the com- 
mittee may have some information iu regard to 
this question, what amount of supply of Besse- 
mer steel there is in the markets of the world, | 
and what isthe demand as well. Now, I under- 
take to say that the demand for iron rails, or 
rails of iron or steel, in the United States is 
not less than 900,000 tons per annum. I under- 


take to say, further, that the Bessemer steel» 


works in the United States have not to-day the 


capacity to supply over 100,000 tons per an- | 
| this paragraph to iron rails. 


num. Hence, if werely alone on American pro- 
duction, 


one ninth of the amount we renare for the 
construction of new roads and t 
old ones. 


Whatistheamountof production in Europe? |: 
The amount of production in all Europe will | 


not exceed 500.000 tons of Bessemer steel, | 
probably not more than 400,000 tons. I state 
the facts as I have them, that the aggregate 
roduction will not exceed. 590,000 tons in: 
Surope. Hence, if Bessemer steel be sub- 
stituted for iron rails in the construction of 
railroads we cannot look to the foreign mar- 
ket entirely and alone for an adequate supply, 
And the point I make on this state of faets is | 
this: as the Representatives of the American 
people, not of commerce alone, not of the 


interest of manufactures alone, not of agri- |, 


culturists alone, but as the representatives of 
all the interests of the American people, we 
must legislate so as not to destroy this great 
interest of the United States and leave us at | 
the mercy of the European manufacturers. 
Why? Because if we do so legislate we will ! 
leave to Europe the monopoly of the produc- 
tion; then the price would advance. Because 
our production is not equal to the demand for 
Bessemer steel, which is rapidly superseding 


the use of iron in the construction of rail- || to 


| upon to fix the rate of duty on steel rails. 
| desire to call attention, first, 


as regards Bessemer steel we have the |; 
capacity in the United States to produce only | 


i] 
: | 
e repair of || 
| about seven to eight. 
{t 
| 
| 
\ 
| 


Mr. DICKEY. I object. f 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
impressed with the difficulty of adjusting the 
relative rates on different articles in a bill as 
| comprehensive as this is. We are now called 
to the relation of 
steel rails to iron rails, and secondly, to the 
! relation of ordinary steel to Bessemer steel. 
And first, a word or two as to the relation of 


Iron rails now cost in the wholesale market 
of New York from $60 to $70 in gold per ton, 
i and Bessemer steel rails about $80 per ton; 
their relative cost being in the proportion of 
Now, on iron rails for 
railroads, the duty is at present 70 cents per 
100 pounds, or $15 68 per ton, The Commit- 


tee of the Whole have reduced it to 60 cents, 


` which would bring it to $13 44 perton, Well, | 
if a rail is worth $60 to $70 per ton and we tax | 


it $18 to $15 per ton, what ought we to taxa rail 
that costs about $80 a ton? ‘The tax asit now 


stands on Bessemer steel rails is equal to about | 
$22 per ton. Itis proposed in the amendment |; 
IxaHaM] to put it at $36 | 


of my colleague [Mr. 
per ton, while the proposition of the committee 
‘ to place it at 2 cents per pound would make it 
$44 80 per ton. Thisseems to mea very high 
rate of duty. The invoice price of the rails in 
the open market is far less than the $80 per ton 


merely to get ascale of vomparison between 
the prices of steel rails and iron rails, I believe 
at present rates the invoice price of these rails, 
as they come into market, is not, more than 
$49 per ton, and if we leave iron rails at $15 68 


between the value of the two articles to put the 
duty on the Bessemer rails up to $44 80 per 


n. 
I now call the attention of the committee 


roads, 


Let us pnderstand the history of this manu- || 


facture. In- 1864, when the first works were 
established in the United States, Bessemer 
steel in the city of New York was worth $150 
gold a ton.. The tariff of 45 per cent. ad 


‘valorem levied by Congress resulted in the , 


protection to the American manufacturer of 
$88 a ton in currency. 


Mr. KELLEY. The duty was paid in gold. |: 
I know that; but it, 


Mr. INGERSOLL. 
amounted to $88 a ton in currency. Now, | 
when Bessemer steel rails are reduced in value | 
to about $50 a tgm in Europe, 45 per cent. ad - 
valorem makes about $22 a ton instead of $88 | 
a ton, which was the rate when the American | 
interest was first established. In our action 
in reference to the American interest we must ; 
regard the market in Earope. : | 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lhopemycolleague | 
will now tell us what he is for. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Iwill tell you what I ; 
am for. As'the interest in the United States | 
advanced in its producing power we find the : 
price of Bessemer steel was reduced; whenthe | 
price was redueed from $150 to $130, yet there | 
was a protection of $67 to the American man- 
ufacturer. This reduction has been steadily ` 
going 
now it is down in Europe 
$80 or $85 in New York, which yields a pro- 
tection of about $22 a ton. Can we compete | 
with the European manufacture at that price? | 
The Committee of Ways and Means say we | 
cannot. Hence they propose to put the duty | 

‘at $44 80. Ithink itis too high, I think the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Binanam,] to make it $36, is also too high. 
I think $30 a ton will protect the American 


on in the price of Bessemer steel until ii 
to $50 per ton, or | 


for a moment to the material of Bessemer 
steel. I object to the clause we arè now de- 
! bating in this respect, that it puts this article 


` in the category of steel. The last time the | 


subject was before the House of Representa- 


‘Means was sent away to examine the Bessemer | 
rocess and ascertain all the facts concerning | 
4t. I was a member of the sub-committee | 


} 


| that made that examination. It was settled 
! bill at 44 and 5 cents per pound, we put Bes- 
| semer steel rails at 2} cents. In other words, 
| the Bessemer steel rails were put at about one 
half of the duty on steel of the omfinary kinds, 
or I might say that we found a midway point 
igi iron and steel, and put Bessemer stcel 
‘there. : 

Now; by the pending bill Bessemer steel is 
classed with ‘steel far above the highest and 
best kind of iron, and put up among shear 
steel, cast steel, blister steel, and all the other 
| forms of steel comprehended in this bill. It 
seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that whon a great 


| discoverer has brought out a most valuable 


‘article that will probably revolutionize the 
whole railroad interest of the world, and which 
js valuable not only in its reference to rail- 
roads, but for the mass of machinery in the 
i various forms in which it can be used, we 
| ought not to elevate it as if it were the highest 
| kind of the old article of steel. I appreciate the 
| facts that have been given us here to show haw 
' this interest is now languishing. Iam willing as 
| a compromisetogivethemsome help. [believe 
i it will be best to fix the duty at Toast below 
| what my colleague from Ohio [Mr. Bixcuam] 


Iam sure that every gentleman here must be | 


which I have spoken of. I have taken the $80 | 


tives for a full and thorough debate a sub- | 
‘committee of the Committee of Ways and | 


per ton it is asking us to makea great disparity | 


i 


by this House that while we put steel in our || 
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“Maynarp and Mr. RANDALL as te 


‘Speaker having resumed 


May 3, 


ee 


has proposed, at $36 a ton ; but I should not be 
content to go higher than that on this article, 
Here the hammer fell. ] 
r. SCHENCK. I movethat all debate on 
this paragraph be stopped. 
Mr. ALLISON. I hope not. 
The question was put; and there were—ayes 


|| eighty-five, noes not counted. 


So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move that 
the committee rise. This is too important a 
matter to be disposed of in this way. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Let us vote on this amend- 
ment first and then rise. 

The question was put on Mr. Brooxs’s 
motion; and there were—ayes 60, noes 80. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York, called for 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Brooks, of 
New York, and Mr. Hooper, of Massachusetts, 
were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 60, noes 78. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question was on Mr. Biyenan’ s amend- 
ment to the amendment offered by Mr. Ben- 
JAMIN, to strike out “ $36" and insert ‘' $30.” 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I desire to 
move an additional amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN, There are two amend- 
ments now pending. 

The questioa was put; and there were— 
ayes 71, noes 60. 

Mr. BENJAMIN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Bincuam and 
Mr. Brooxs of New York, were appointed. . 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 78, noes 63. 

Mr. COX. Irise to a point of order, and I 
make it with all respect toa member of this 
House. My point of order is that the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. MORRELL] has 
voted on this question, and it has been shown 
by the debate that he is directly interested. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot enter- 
tain that as a point of order, -. 
= Mr. COX. I move that the committee rise 
and report that fact to the House, with a view 


of having a decision of the House on.the sub- 


ject. ce 
“The CHAIRMAN. The Chairwillannounce - 


the vote. 
63. 


The tellers reported—ayes 78, noes 
So the amendment to the améndment is 


‘agreed to, and the question recurs on agreeing ` 


to the amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Bensamin,] as amended. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I demand the | 


reading of the rule. 
The CHAIRMAN. What rule? 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The rule in 
‘reference to members voting on questions in 


which they are interested. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 


‘rule. | 
. The Clerk read as follows:, 


‘u Nomember shall voteon any questionin the event 


‘óf which he is immediately interested.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
there is no evidence whatever. of the interest 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Mor- 
RELL] in this question.’ aa 

. Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I tove that 
the committee do now rise. Si DE Ti 

The question was put; and there were— 
ayes 60, noes i 


TI 
` Mr. ELDRIDGE called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. 
Mr. Evprripce were appointed. Få i 

The committee divided; and the tellers te- 
ported that they were unable to agree in the 


count. 
The CHAIRMAN thereupon sprained Mie. 
ers. ; 
The committee again divided ; and the tellers 


Kersey and 


reported—ayes 78, noes 71. 


So the motion was agreed to, Et. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
the chair, Mr. 
BEELER reported that the Committee of the 


1870. 


i 


Whole on the state of the Union, according to 


the order of the House, had bad under consid- ; 


ion the state of the Union generally, and 
ailedir the bill (H. R. No, 1068) to amend 
existing laws relating to the duty on imports, 
and for other purposes, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 


FREEHOLD AND IMMIGRATION COMPANY. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to move that the 
House now adjourn, and will first give way 
to myself, [laughter,] and ask unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a bill and have 
it referred to the Committee on Territories, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. That will require unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. ALLISON. I will not object if the 

tleman will then yield to his colleague, [Mr. 

VARFIELD,] who desires to present a report 

from the committee of conference on the census 
bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will not myself object 
to that. I will withdraw the motion to adjourn, 
and ask consent to introduce a bill to incor- 

rate the United States Freehold Land and 

mmigration Company, and to confirm certain 
legislation of Colorado Territory. 

No objection was made ; and accordingly the 
bill (H. R. No. 1958) was received, read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was referred; and also 


| 


| 


moved tbat the motion to reconsider be laid . 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


DISASTER AT RICHMOND, VIRGINIA. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Irise to a priv- 


ileged question, and submit the following res- ` 


olution for consideration at this time: 


Resolved, In view of the appalling calamity that . 


has fallen upon the city of j 
so many haman beings were hurried from time to 
eternity, and many others dangerously injured, and 
in consideration that to-morrow, the 4th instant, has 
been set apart by the authorities and peo le of that 
city as a day of fasting and prayer, that this House, 
in respect for the dead, sympathy for the living, and 
a proper appreciation of such a signal manifestation 
of Providence, when it adjourns to-day adjourn to 
meet at eleven o’clock on Thursday next. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is compelled 


ichmond by which | 
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Mr, GARFIELD, of Ohio. I present the 


` report of the committee of conference upon the 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon the 
census bill. Ido not ask action upon it now, 
but will ask that it be printed in the Globe. 

The report was received, and ordered to be 
printed in the Globe, as follows: 


The committee of conference appointed by the 
Senate and House of Representatives upon the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. 
No. 1595) to amend an act entitled “An aot provid- 
ing for the taking of the seventh and subsequent 
censuses of the United States, and to fix the number 
of the members of the House of Representatives, and 
to provide for their future apportionment among the 
several States,” approved ay 23, 1850, having met, 
after a full and free conference have agreed to recom- 
mend, and de recommend, to theirrespective Houses, 
as follows: t 

That the Senate recede from itsamendment to the 
bill of the House, and agree to the said House bill, 
with the following amendment, namely: , 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert 
as follows: 

That the time allowed for transmitting the said 
copy of the returns of the assistant marshals to the 
Census Office is hereby further limited, so that the 
returns of population upon schedule No. 1l, in the 
act of May 23, 1850, shall be sent to that office on or 
before the 
plete returns upon all the schedules annexed to and 
made part of that act, excepting upon the schedule 
therein designated as No. 2, which schedule is hereby 
revoked, canceled, and declared to be no longer a 
part of said act, shall be forwarded to the Census 
Office before the Ist day of October following: Pro- 
vided, That the Secretary of the Interior shall be 
authorized to extend the time allowed furreturns on 
the schedules other than those of population, in any 
case where it shall appear to him to be necessary : 

iden further, That whenever, from the loss or 
destruction of returos, or from causes beyond the 
control of the officers charged with the enumeration, 
it shall be shown to be impracticable to¢omply with 


». the requirements of this section, the Secretary of the 
: Interior is authorised to extend the time allowed for 


to rule that the resolution submitted by the ` 


gentleman from Kentacky [Mr. Jones] does 
not involve a privileged question. 


ing a reason in the resolution for so doing, has 
always been held not to be a privileged ques- 
tion, for it involves other matters than the 
mere question of adjournment. This resolu- 


tion will, therefore, require unanimous consent ` 


for its consideration at this time. 
Objection was made by several members. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I rise to make 


a privileged report from a committee of con- | 


ference. 
The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 
_ Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I rise toa par- 
liamentary inquiry. 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. JONES, 
order for me to 


preliminary part of it? 


of Kentucky. Will it be in ` 
offer my resolution without the 


The SPEAKER. It would be in order for | 


the gentleman to make the simple motion that 
when the House adjourns to-day it be to meet at 
eleven o'clock a. m. on Thursday next, if he had 
the floor for that purpose; but the gentleman 


from Ohio [Mr. GazFIELD] is upon the floor to 
make a privileged report. 
Mr. JONES, of entucky. Who objected 


to my resolution ? 
The SPEAKER. It was objected to by 
several members, 
_ Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Have I not a 
right to know who objected ? 
Mr. AMES. I object. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. You ought to 
marked for objecting to such a resolution. 
Mr. AMES, Well, mark me, then. 


A motion : 
oraresolution to adjourn over fora day, assign- | 


rendering returns of population, not beyond the lat 
day of October next. 


| By Mr. PORTER: The petition of J. G. 
| Hurkamp and 201 others, citizens of Virginia, 
, praying an appropriation by Congress of 
: $100,000 for the removal of obstructions from 
the Rappahannock river in Virginia. 

By Mr. SARGENT: A memorial of the 


' commissioners of the Yosemite Valley and 
Big Trees, California, and of citizens of said 


loth day of September next, and thecom- :: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the penalty . 


roy coe im yas fifteenth section of said act of 
, sha 
either of the inquiries authorized b 
Sec. 3. And be at further enacted, 
ant marshal or agent shail be 
and returning complete copies o. 


said act. 
hat each assist- 


omple the original census 
returns, as required in the eleventh section of the 
act to which this is a supplement, eight cents for 
each page of the two copies of the original census 
returns required by the said eleventh section. 

Ske. 4. And be st further enacted, That the oath to 
be taken by assistant marshala employed to take the 
census shail be the oath required by the act of 1850, 
of which this is an amendment. 


And that the House of Representatives concur in |! 


SCOE CONKLING, 
MATT. H. CARPENTER, 
T. F. BAYARD, 
Manogers on the part of the Senate. 


J. A. GARFIELD, 
ALLISON, 


E 
WILLIAM B. 
8. S. COX, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


the same. 


absence from to-morrow. 
Mr. STRADER obtained leave of absence 


Monday next. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
ie five o’clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the 

ouse adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. COOK: A memorial of the reorgan- 
ized church of Jesus Christ of Latter- Day 
Saints, in reference to polygamy. - 

By Mr. JONES, of Kentucky: The petition 
of Thomas Owens, of Mount Olivet, Kentucky, 
for the relief of his political disabilities. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of John 
Woolsey, late a private in the twenty-second 
regiment of Indiana volunteers, praying for a 
pension. 

By Mr. O’NEILL: A communication of 
citizens of Philadelphia, numerously signed, 
ne for the enactment of the civil service 

ill, 


May . 
apply to any refusal whatever to answer | 
r. 


paid for making out li 


State, praying for a grant of land for con- 
structing a turnpike road to said localities, 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 4, 1870. 


Taar by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
MAN, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. CuınroN Luoyn, ita Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
No. 1595) to amend an act entitled ‘“ Àn act 
_ providing for the taking of the seventh and 

subsequent censuses of the United States, and 
to fix the number of the members of the House 
of Representatives, and to provide for their 
future apportionment among the several 
States,’’ approved May 23, 1850. 


CORRECTION OF AN ENROLLED BILL. 


The message also announced that the House 
of Representatives requested the concurrence 
of the Senate in the following resolution, passed 
by the House: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the word 
“first.” in line one of section nine of the enrolled 
bill (H. R. No. 1427) to provide for the creation of 
corporations in the District of Columbia hy general 
| law, be erased, and the word “ seven” inserted, so 
| that the section of said: bill be referred to by the 
proper number. B 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ` This refers to 
the general corporation act forthe District, the 
enrolled bill in regard to which was yesterday 
returned by the Senate to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, which now asks the concurrence 
of the Senate in striking ont the word “ first” 
and inserting ‘‘ seventh’’ in the section referred 
to in the House resolution. Pye ae 


1 


that the House do || 


"= section, 


Mr. HAMLIN. Iwill state that in the sec- 

! tion of that bill mentioned in the resolution 
' reference is. made to the first section, when it 
should have been a ‘reference to the seventh 
The word *‘first’’ should read ‘sev- 
enth,” and I ask-unanimous consent that that 


' change be made. 
Mr. HOLMAN obtained ten days’ leave of } 
|. objection that. change will be ordered to be 


. The VICE PRESIDENT, If there be no 


; made. It is so ordered by unanimous consent, 
for Thursday next, and for twenty days from | 


and the resolation of the House is concurred in. 
= ` FINAL ADJOURNMENT. l 

„The VICE PRESIDENT. | The Chair pre: 

: sents to the Senate the concurrent resolution 


!| of the House of Representatives providing for 


| the final adjournm 


|! resolution, as follows: 


ent of this session of 
gress. .. It will be reported by the 
| The Secretary read the 


an- 
Secretary. 
ouse concurrent 


Resolped, (the Senate concurring,) That the Presi- 
dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
| Representatives declare their respective Hotises 
| adjourned eine die on Monday, the 4th of July next, 
; at meridian, 
| Mr. HAMLIN. I move to amend that reso- 
lation by striking out “Monday, the 4th of 
i a and inserting “Saturday, the 2d of 
: July. . 
! Mr. SUMNER. I move that the resolution 
| lie on the table. a 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Maine moves to amend the resolution by strik- 
ing out ‘* Monday, the 4th of July,’’ and insert- 
| ing “Saturday, the 2d of July.’ The Senator 
from Massachusetts moves that the concurrent 
resolution lie on the table. i 

Mr. SUMNER. Wae had better not pass it. 


3204 


me 
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Several Senators. Let us pass itand work 


up toit. - ey 
‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, that the concurrent resolution and amend- 
-ment lie on the table. 
Mr. SUMNER. . On that motion. I call for 
the yeas and nays. 
Lhe yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resultad—yeas 15, nays 41; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Chandler, Cole, McDonald, Mor- 
rill of Maine, Nye, Pool, Ramsey, Schurz, Sprague, 
Stewart, Sumner, Trumbull, Warner, Wilson, and 


NAYS—Massrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Bore- 1! 


man; Buckingham, Cameron, Carpenter, Casserly, 
Conkling, Corbett, Drake, Edmunds Fenton, Ferry, 
Flanagan, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Harris, . Howe, Howell, Johnston, 
MeCreery, Morrill of Vermont, 
Patterson, Pratt, Rice, Robertson, 


Morton, 


and Williams—4l. . 
ABSENT —Messrs.. Abbott, Brownlow, Cattell, 
Cragin, Davis, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, 
Howard, Norton, Pomeroy,Revels, Sherman, Stock- 
‘ton, Thayer, and Thurman—16. 


So'the motion did not prevail. | ' 

-Fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
-recats on the amendment of the Senator from 
‘Maine, — l 
Mp HAMLIN. I think, upon reflection, that 
Twil withdraw that amendment, and vote for 
the’ resolution as it comes to us from the House 
‘of Representatives, from two considerations. 
‘One is that the time i 
ample for us to conclade our business; and 


seconl: if we fix a time two monte in havandi T 
„my judgment, my ex erience, without a single ;: ston. 
n iW any aeaa 1 l Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I shall 


exception in any sesston of Congress, is that we 


shall perform more labor and accomplish more i| 


‘result with a day certain fixed for adjournment 
„two mopths from now than we shall in four 
“long. months with no day determined upon. 
„I say, sir, that that is the experience of every 
Senator here; and every session of Congress 
will demonstrate it to a mathematical proposi- 

tion. Every Senator knows that in the three 
months to which we are limited in what is 
` called the short. session our appropriation bills 

are all passed, and I think I may say as much 

‘of legislation very nearly as comes from a long, 

tedious summer session. Believing, therefore, 
that we have.ample time by the day fixed, and 

: that by.fixing a time we shall hasten the day 

of adjournment, I prefer, while I do not like 

. the particalar day named, to take the resolu- 

tion precisely as it comes to usfrom the House; 


and L-will therefore withdraw my motion to | 


-amend, and vote for the resolution as it is. 


_ Maine withdraws his amendment. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move that 
_ the resolution be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. I am inclined strongly to the opin- 
_ion that we, may be able to adjourn as early as 
the time named in the House resolution; but 
we ought to act intelligently, and not be driven 
to any indecent haste in the last hours of the 
‘gession. If the resolution shall be referred to 
céhe Committee’ on Finance, they will be able 
“to exathine what subjects are indispensably 
necessary to’ be legislated upon, and confer 
with the Committee on Appropriations; and 
ias the Committee on Finance will meet to-mor- 
row the resolution will be immediately reported 
- back for action to-morrow. I hope, therefore, 
that by general consent it will be deemed wise 
and prudent to refer this resolution for exam- 
ination to a committee. ; 
The VICEPRESIDENT. The'Senatorfrom 
Vermont moves the reference of the concurrent 
resolution to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope that motion will pre- 
vail. It seems to me that whether we shall be 
able to adjourn on the 4th of July or not, it is 

_@ very singular position for Congress to take 
. before a single appropriation bill has passed, 
_-before we act upon the reduction of taxes, upon 
«the tariff bill, upon the funding bill, upon the 
-pdmission of Georgia, upon all the leading ques- 
tions of this session, and before any of them are 
consummated, to assume to fix a day ofadjourn- 


i| upon 


Kellogg, Lewis, |; 
sborn, | 
Ross, Saulsbury, |; 
Sawyer, Scott, Spencer, ‘Tipton, Vickers, Willey, |i 


| and work Saturdays, 


fixed in the resolution is || 8 inter 
' time used for the purpose of defeating some 


] | is the duty of this 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from || 
are all anxious to get away; no one more so 
than I am; buat do we propose to leave our : 
positions here without doing the business of || 
; the country, and fix a time now, 


ment. Everybody knows there never has been, 
at any rate during the last dozen or fifteen years, 
a Congress that Tas sat more hours or that has 
talked more and done less than the present 
Congress. . Little has been accomplished. We 
have sat a great many hours; there has been a 
great deal said; but there has been but very 
little accomplished. We have passed within 
the last few days several bills, not very import- 
ant ones, but still bills that ought to be acted 
; but all the leading measures of the ses- 
sion, all the appropriation bills for the next 
year, remain unacted upon. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no. 

Mr. WILSON. Not one has passed. 

Mr. POMEROY. Oh, yes. » ; 

Mr. WILSON. What one? ; 

Mr. FERRY. The invalid pension bill. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. And the West Point | 


appropriation bill. 

Mr. WILSON. Those are little pon 
things, the merest trifling matters inthe world, 
hardly worth talking about here or anywhere 
else; but all the principal appropriation bills 
are unacted upon, and all the leading measures 
of this session. I hope the motion made by 
the Senator from Vermont, to refer this reso- 
lution to the Committee on Finance, will be 
agreed to, 
and work early and late 


adjournment, and then have the intermediate 


of the main and leading measures of this ses- 


vote for the motion to refer this resolution to 
the Committee on Finance, and I quite agree 
with what was said by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts as to the impropriety of fixing a day 
of adjournment now. It is our duty to see to 
the public business of the country, and the 
great measures that are pending certainly ought 
not to fail. of attention at our hands by the 
fixing of a day of adjournment, so that they 
cannot be properly considered. The country 
expects the taxes to be reduced.’ The country 
expects the tariff to be remodeled. The coun- 
try expects some sort of a financial bill to be 
passed. The western country and the southern 
country expect increased banking facilities to 
be extended tothem. The country expects a 
bill to be-passed to enforce the fifteenth amend- 
ment; and there are a great many measures 
besides the ordinary appropriation bills that it 
ongress to act upon. 

It is now barely eight weeks until July. We 


eight weeks, when, whether the business of the 


country is done or not, we are to adjourn? It | 
seems to me that as persons charged with the | 
it would be im- | 


public business of the country 
proper at this time todo that. Let the resolu- 
tion be referred and placed in the hands of 
the Finance Committee, which has charge of 
some of the most important measures upon 


which we ought to act, and if the business will | 


justify it, then let us adjourn on the 4th of 
July, or at an earlier day. 
I do not agree at all with. what: my friend 


| from Massachusetts has said in another portion 
J have never known a Con- | 
gress that has worked more laboriously than | 
as many : 
bills passed in the Senate as have been-passed if 


of his remarks. 


the present one. I have never known 


and that we shall remain in our seats , 


i, and do our business, and not fix atime of | 


| 


at the end of |: 


by this Senate at the presentsession. It isan | 


entire mistake to suppose that the Senate, and, | 


so far as I know, the House, but I speak of 
the Senate particularly, have neglected the 
public business of the country during the pres- 
ent session of Congress. The Senate has never 
worked more laboriously; it has never per- 


fected more measures; it has never passed 


more bills in the same length of time. Why, 
sir, since L have been a member of this. body 
the Calendar of the Senate was never called 


| of this Congress. 


till the present session. It is the first time in 
the history of the Senate that I have ever 
known it to be done. While I am willing to 
meet early and sit late and do all that can rea- 
sonably be required to bring ibe session toa 
close, I am opposed to fixing atime now when 
the Senate will adjourn and leave undone the 
great busines which the country I know expects 
I hope the resolution may 
be referred. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, I trust this 
resolution will not be referred to the Commit- 
teeon Finance. [am surprised thatthe motion 
should have been made; although my friend, 
the Senator from Vermont, almost always 


„does that which is right and nothing else; but 


why this resolution should be referred to this 


| committee above all others I cannot see. If 


I know anything about their duties this winter, 
during the whole session I believe, the only 
thing prepared by that committee was the bill 
upon the currency, or the funding bill. We 
spent two months about it, and sent it over to 
the other House, and it is there still. Now, if 
we should refer this resolution to them, and 
they should act upon it with their ordinary dil- 
igence, we should perhaps about the 10th or 
15th of July get a report on this subject. By 
that timethe summer will be half over, and we 
shall have been wasting our time to no purpose. 

I do not believe thia Congress is a bit worse 
or a bit better than any other Congress I have 


„seen, and I have seen.a great many. very 


year when you come to talk about adjourn- 
ment you find Senators rising and charging 
all sorts of bad conduct upon their associaies 
and upon themselves., ‘They remind me very 
much of the monks in the Middle Ages who ran 
about with haircloths upon them and a rope 
in their hands whipping themselves forthe sins 
which they charged themselves with. Now, if 
we would add the rope, and give ourselves a 
little punishment for the sins which the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts charges himself and 
all the rest of us with, it might be well enough. 
But, sir, to my mind the less business we do 
in a general way the better for the. country. 
I believe we spent three months upon the 
Georgia bill, and one night by a single dash 
of the pen of the Senator from Kansas {Mr. 
Pomeroy] our whole work was destroyed and 
we got an entirely different bill, and one which 
the country did not expect. Now, the Senator 
from Illinois says the country expects us to 
pass a tariff bill, expects us to pass a currency 
bill, expects us to pass the Georgia bill. Ido 
not believe the country expects any such thing. 


| My belief is that the country expects us to pass 


the appropriations necessary to carry on the 
Government, reduce the taxes, and then go 
home and attend to,our. own private affairs. 
When we are at home we do no harm to the 
public, and while we are here we do very little 
good;, and therefore I think the sooner we get 
off the better for ourselves and the better for 
the country. . 

Mr. NYE. I should like to ask my friend 
a question, whether he had not better geta 
rope for himself. [Laughter.]. 

Mr. CAMERON. Perhaps I had, but I 
would much rather see it in the hands of the 


i Senator from Nevada. 


Several Senators. Let us vote. . 
Mr. CAMERON. Very well, I will say no 


more. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I rise to say but a single 
word. Iwish to sayin a good spirit to my 
friend from Illinois that I like that speech 
which he has delivered, I think, better every 
time I hear it. Heretofore I have not gener- 


ally heardit from him ; butevery long sess100, 


| whereas human experience 


as the Senator from Maine bas said, whenever 
we bave tried to fix a day for adjournment, be 
it early or be it late, precisely the same arg 
ments in opposition are made, and generally 
from the same gentlemen, who are so consti- 
tuted that they think nothing can he done if 
a day is fixed within which it must be done; 
s hi has proved to us, 
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as the Senator from Maine has said, that the 
best possible way to do business is to fix atime 
beyond which we see that we must take the 
responsibility of either doing something or 
going back to the people and telling them that 
we are unable to do anything. If any unfore- 


seen event occurs which makes itindispensable | 


that we should sit later the two Houses can 
postpone the time. 
Mr. 


resolution for reasons which have been as- ; 
signed against it by other Senators. I admit | 


that in the eleven years that I have been here 
I have never known more done in the same 
time; but I will also remark, without any dis- 


respect to the body, that I have never known | 


more mischief done in the same time. I do 
not know that I have ever known so much 
proposed legislation remaining to be done ; 
but certainly I have never known so much 
fraught with danger as remains to be done. 


It has been remarked that the country expects |j 
It may be that | 


certain measures to be passed. 
the country expects it; because judging from 
the past it may expect you to do these things. 
It does not follow, however, that the country 
desires these measures to be passed. For 
these reasons, I shal! vote for the resolution. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Mr. President, it is only 
about five years that I have had the honor of 


occupying a seat in the Senate, and I have | 


observed during all that time that some mem- 
bers of this body are extremely anxious to 
adjourn early, and the argument generally has 


been that the country is anxious that Congress | 


should adjourn. Now, sir, I do not believe 


any such thing. I believe that we are more | 


anxious to adjourn, as a general thing, than the 
couutry is to have us do so. 

Iam myself opposed to fixing at this time 
any day for the final adjournment of Congress. 
I admit, I know that this session has been a 
laborious one, an exceedingly laborious ses- 
sion; but up to within ten days comparatively 
little business has heen done; few hills have 
been passed. The most of the time has been 
spent. in debate, properly undoubtedly; but 
some of the time, with all the patience that 
I have possessed, I have inquired of myself 


whether the silent members of this body, or | 


those of us who speak only occasionally, have 
any “ rights which white men are bound to 
respect.” But, sir, I hope that time has 
passed, and I hope we may now come to busi- 
ness—to real business. I agree with the Sen- 
ator from Illinois that the country expects of 
this Congress certain things to be done; espe- 
cially does it expect that this Congress will 
pass a funding bill by which the interest on the 
public debt may be largely reduced, thereby 
saving expenses and reducing taxation. It 
also expects that the taxes will be largely re- 
duced, and I am not willing to fix any time for 
final adjournment until some bill shall be per- 
fected and acted upon looking to such a result. 
This present Administration in its first year 
has reduced the expenses of the Government 
largely, more than $60,000,000; and I am 
anxious that it shall continue this reduction ; 
and we must as a Congress enact some laws 
reducing the taxes. I say the people expect 
it; they demand it; and I appeal to my party 
friends in this Chamber, sad tell them that 
if they go away from here this summer with- 
out meeting that demand of the people our 
majority in the next Congress will be less than 
It now is, i 
I givethem this notice here to-day, and though 
they may have no wish to stay ‘here petsonally, 
yet, if they have any regard for the interests of 
the party which we love, [ask them to remain 
ere sufficiently long to perfect certain meas- 
ures at least, The newspapers say—I do not 
know whether truthfully or not—that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury remarked on the floor of 
the House the other day that he did not believe 
this Republican Congress could afford to ad- 
Journ or would dare to adjourn till they had 
given him the opportunity at least to try to fand 


-eultare. 


the debt at a lower rate of interest. Ldo not 
know whether he ever made any such remark ; 
but it is in the newspapers, and I only repeatit 
here. If he did not so remark, I will say the 
same thing, and commend the consideration 
of the subject to every member of this body. 

_ Mr. DRAKE. I do not propose to discuss 


the propriety of adopting this resolution; but | 
‘| I have one subject to make a remark about to 
SAULSBURY. I shall vote for this | 


the chairman of the Judiciary Committee and 
to the members of that committee. For months 
they have had before them bills upon a subject 


|, of the gravest importance to this whole coun- 


try, to wit, the subject of naturalization, and 
we have never heard one word from that com- 


mittee yet that I am aware of, and the session | 


is now drawing toward its close, and it would 


be a. great satisfaction to me, as it would be to ' 


others, to know whether we are to hear any- 
thing from that committee during the remainder 
of the session upon that subject. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator will pardon 
me for correcting him. It was only three or 
four days ago, in the absence of my friend from 
New York, [Mr. Conxuina,] that attention 
was called to that subject by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner, ] when I stated 
publicly that the committee were busily en- 
gaged in perfecting a bill, and I had no doubt 
it would be presented within a week or two; 
that it was in the charge of the Senator from 
New York, who was then on a visit to his 

ome. 


Mr. DRAKE. I am very-happy to hear it. | 


I did not hear the statement made by the Sen- 


ator from Vermont at the time he states he | 


made it. I am very happy to hear that the 
subject is in hand. : 

Mr. STEWART. I do not know that the 
Judiciary Committee needs any defense; but 
I must say that I think it is as hard-working a 


committee as any in this body... They meet as . 


many times a week, and work as many hours, 
and perfect as many bills as any other com- 
mittee. The subject of naturalization is a 
subject which the committee have had under 
consideration and have been examining dili- 
gently. Itis a very difficult subject. On all 
oceasions when it is proposed to fix the time 
for adjournment or anything else the Judiciary 
Committee seems to be the general obstacle ; 
it seems to be the great point ‘of attack. If 
my friend fiom: Missouri was a member of the 
committee, and worked'as hard as some of 
us do, he might: have a little mercy, and not 
attempt to crush that committee. 

Mr. DRAKE.. I was not attacking the 
committee. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The: motion 
which I made is the ordinary motion. I do 
not know of any case that has occurred when 
such a resolution as this has not been referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and I suppose 
that the Senate now’ will, almost ‘by a. unani- 
mous vote, consent that :that committee shall 
have charge of the subject. It doesnot follow 
that we shall not adjourn as soon as the time 
named in the resolution if it shall be commit- 
ted; but it would follow that we should have 


committee, on examination, should report. in 
favor of ite 0 a 
In relation to the business of that committee 
I will say that while it is true that that com- 
mittee must wait for the action of: the other 


House on most important matters before they : 
‘can come under consideration here, yet if there 
is any committee that has been more assiduous 


and more attentive to its: business than that 


the Senator from Pennsylvania is soimmersed 


in the business of the Committee. on Agricul- . 
ture that it is impossible for him to see the | 


business of any other committee ; but if he had 
paid any attention to the Committee on Finance 


he would have seen that at least it is only sec- ;: 


ond in importance to the Committee on Agri- 
{Laughter.] 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


‘some reasonable cause for adjourning if-the |: 


‘committee I am not aware of it. I suppose | 


gion, and that will be the case now. - 
git here until next October, and we shall not 


I am personally very | 


desirous to adjourh as early as the 4th of July, 
and I believe that by a proper method of con- 
ducting our business we can adjourn at that 
time; but I do not think that it would now be 
; wise to fix the day of adjoarnment. I ‘shall 
: vote for the reference proposed by the Senator 
. from Vermont. 
But I ought to go one step further in regard 
to a matter of public business. The Committee 
on Finance have been laboring for some time 
industriously, examining the question of the 
reduction of taxation. We have the pleasing 
prospect before usof largely reducing our taxes 
to fully perhaps as large an amount as Senators 
' expect from statements that have been made 
in the public prints and from the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The difficulty about the subject 
is that the Senate cannot originate a tax bill, 
although the Senate may originate a bill re- 
pealing taxes. The Senate might, in anticipa- 
tion of the action of the House upon the inter- 
nal revenue bill and the tariff bill, introduce 
a bill here for the reduction of taxes; but the 
_ Committee on Finance have felt some hesita- 
tion in doing it lest we might seem to trespass 
;, upon the proper functions of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. I am satisfied, though, now, from 
: the state of business in the House of Repre- 
_ sentatives, that it is wise and prudent for the 
Senate to enter upon the discussion of the 
; reduction of taxes. 
i Perhaps I may go so far as to say that the 
L Committee on Finance in due time, probably 
i| within a very few days, will be able to report 
| some bill on that subject; but certainly until 
|! 


that question is disposed of, or in the way of 
being disposed of, we cannot fix the day of 
adjournment; nor can we properly fix the day 
' of adjournment, in my judgment, until the 
approp anon bills are in a further state of 
advancement than they are now. Up to this 
time I believe not a single regular annual 
: appropriation bill has | ere the Senate.’ 
r. MORRILL, of Maine. Except the inva- 
lid pension bill. | i ai 
! r. SHERMAN. . The invalid’pension bill 
is a mere matter of form. All the other ap- 
: propriation bills are back. I can only say that 
| if the resolution is referred to the Committee 
on Finance, I, as one member of it, will cer- 
i tainly try to facilitate the business of that com- 
| mittee so &s to adjourn on the 4th of July, 
|| because I believe legislation here in July and 
' August would be very vicious indeed. It is 
' destructive to the health of Senators and mem- 
' bers; and I think we ought to go home‘ te oar 
‘| constituents by that time, and I believe weean 
i do so by properly husbanding the ‘intermediate 
| time. - I shall vote for the reterence of the res- 
| olation, © ets : EA 
| Mr. WILLIAMS... T do not agree with the 
ii Other members: of the Committee on Finance 
| who. have spoken on this subject, and although 
lj I am indifferent as to whether or-not the reso- 
li ‘lution is referred I think we might pasa it at 
' this time withoat the congideration ‘of any 
| committee. ` Many: complaints have been made 
; in Congress and out of Congress about the 
: namber of speeches that: are: made here, and 
| those complaints will continue and the speeches 
i| will be made until Congress becomes satisfied 
i that it must work and not speak; but just so 
‘| long’as the matter. is left open: every question 
| that arises here will-be discussed at a. great 
\ expenditure of time. “It appears to me. that 
within the next two months, if. we see the 
i necessity for so doing, we can accomplish all 
that we are expected to accomplish. ‘he bills 
that have. been referred to: are bills that are 
' generally passed within the last two or three 
: -weeks of the session.: Since I have been here 
‘the appropriation -bills have generally: been 
huddled into a few of the last days of the ses- 
We may 


i 
a 


pass those bills until just at the end -of the 


i: Session; and if we:adjourn on the 4th of July 


| we shall pass them just before Congress ad- 
journs. That is the inevitable course that 
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those bille take. I shall vote for the reso- 
lution aa it passed the House of Representa- 


tives. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I concur with 
the Senator from Ohio. I doubt whether it is 


wise to fix the day of adjournment at the pres- . 


ent time. I canvot say that it is not practi- 
cable to accomplish all that Congress expects 
to accomplish, or that the country expects to 
be accomplished by Congress, by the 4th of 
July; but can any Senator here tell me that 
he knows it can be done? Has any Senator 
here iuformation sufficient on that subject to 
justify a judgment that it can be done? There 
ie the tariff bill, What of it? Who knows 
about that? Can any Senator rise in his place 
and say that the tariff bill is in that condition 
that he believes it will come from the House 
to the Senate in season for the Senate to con- 
sider it and to it within the time named ? 
If he does he knows more than I do. If he 
can tell us that the tariff bill is likely to reach 
the Senate in this month he knows more than 
Ido. If he thinks the probabilities are that 
it will, he knows more of the probabilities, 
even, than I do. Now, I ask any Senator here 
whether, with that great measure pending which 
has occupied the attention of the House of 
Representatives for five months, he is willing 
to say to the country now that he will fix on 
the 4th of July to leave here, whether that bill 
passes or not? Will it not go to the country 
as the judgment of the Senate that it is more 
important to adjoura on the 4th of July than 


to pee that bill? 

ides, sir, what of the tax bill? A tax 
bill has been reported in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. It is a very big subject. It will 
cover a great deal of time necessarily in the 
House. It will be antagonized against the 
appropriation bills, almost all of which, of 
any congequence, except the legislative, exec- 


utive, and judicial appropriation bill and the ; 
i 


° 


Indian bill, are still lingering in the House. 
With those in antagonism, who can tell how 


much time will be consamed on those two bills? ; 
|| unanimous consent. 
i| ig now about to be executed, one o'clock hav- 
There has been no morning busi- | 


Are we ready to say to the country that we will 
fix the day of adjournment now, whether those 
bills are properly considered by the House or 
not? 


t 

It may be said that the House know what 
they are about; and they have sent this reso- 
Jution with all those bills before them. That 
may be. They may think that they can pass 
these hills daring the next month; but they 
ought to reflect that bills which have required 
them six whole months to consider ought rea- 
sonably perhaps to be considered by the Sen- 
ate, and unless they are to be taken as a whole 
there is very little probability in my judgment 
that the Senate will be in a condition to 
adjourn on the 4th of July, unless Senators 
are willing to. say tothe country, by fixing the 
day, ‘* We will adjourn on that day whether 
those bills are.considered or not.’ It strikes 
me that it is inexpedient to take any step from 
which such an inference can be drawn by the 
country. We ought to-sit here patiently and 


await the action of the House, in which these ` 


bills necessarily originate, and when they come 
to us we can tell when we can adjourn, and it 
-seems to me we cannot do so before. 

I wish to say a word now with reference to 
a remark which has fallen from my friend from 
Delaware, [ Mr. SauLsBULY, }and Í donot know 
but that the idea has been given currency to 
on the other side of the Chamber; and that 


idea; J do not feel, in the first place, that lowe 
any apdlogy to the Senate for talking on my 
part; and-in the second place, I believe it is 
true that Co has been as industrious this 
session in its labors as at any othersince I have 
been in the Senate. I believe it will show in 
the bills which have been passed, which I trust 
will commend themselves in some good sense 
to the judgment of the country, in the number 
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| and importance of the bills, that it has been 
i gs productive of results as any 
!| the close of the war at any rate. Now, sir, we 
‘| have passed at this session three hundred and 
eighty-nine bills through the Senate. One hun- 
dred and forty-five of those bills have been 
passed in the last eight days under the general 
` rule under which we have been acting; and 
Gf the work has been well and considerately 
done I submit to my honorable friend from 
Delaware that that is a record of business of 
which the honorable Senator may well be proud, 
being a constituent member of the Senate. As 
to the mischief which he thinks has been con- 
templated and which has not been done, he 
should be hopeful that the mischief which we 
have prevented heretofore will be prevented 
in the future. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If my honorable friend 
will allow me to make a remark, I know that 
“ hope springs eternal in the human breast ae 
but, trom my observation in this body for a 
number of years, all hope has left me of any 
good to be derived from its action. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. lf my friend was 
more “human” he would be more hopeful. 
[ Laughter. } 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has expired, and the Senate resumes the 
consideration of the Calendar. This resolution 
will go on the Calendar of resolutions. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is not this a privileged 
question? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Whether priv- 
ileged or not it is subject to the rales of the 


Senate. ‘The Senate has adopted an order, to 


be in force after one o’clock each day unless 

dispensed with by unanimous consent or re- 

scinded, to proceed to the consideration of the 
i Calendar. This resolution must therefore go 
| on the Calendar of resolutions. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
| Mr. McCREERY. Will it be in order to 


‘| present a petition? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be by | 
The order of the Senate | 


i| ing arrived. 

i ness received this morning. Is it the pleasure 

| of the Senate that the Chair shall call for the 
morning business? [* Itis.” ] Thenthe Chair 
will first call for petitions and memorials. 


Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of | 
John B. Bland, of Louisville, Kentucky, pray- '. 


ing to be remunerated for certain losses sus- 
tained by him during the late war in the burn- 
ing of a building used by United States troops; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. SPENCER presented the petitions of 

. Gooden Adcock, John Reeves, C. A. Smith, 
‘A. G. Emory, B. F. Matthews, F. A. Me- 
Murray, C. G. Ealow, J. M. Mickle, J. M. 
Anderson, David Manley, L. D. Ford, and W. 

. E. White, of Randolph county, Alabama; of 


E. Baker, W. S. Penick, G. W. Benson, and | 


S. D. Oliver, of Elmore county, Alabama ; of 
A. B. Eiland, and S. F. Waddell, of Russell 
county, Alabama; of G. F. Taylor, F. B. Hol- 
_ liday, J. S. Roberson, A. L. Roberson, George 
l M. ‘Micham, and J. M. Hill, of Chambers 
county, Alabama; of P. H. Carmichel, and 
| J. F. Harst, of Coosa county, Alabama; of J. 
i S. Holliday, of Atlanta, Georgia; of P. H. 
‘| Brassell, of Fayette conte Georgia ;. of A.J. 
Daniel, Jeptha Daniel, H. H. Cook, Rufus 


c D Wood, and W. M. H. Watts, of Heard county, © 
is, that this Congress has talked a great desl, ` 
whieh I agree is true, and done little, very little, .. 
next to nothing. I do not sympathize with that - 


Georgia; of Stephen Renfrow, of Fayette 
county, Georgia; of W. M. Bartlett, of Far- 
bon county, Georgia; of J. W. Steel, of Gon- 
, gales, Texas; of J. M. Norwood, L. F. MeCoy, 
. S. Toomer, and George D. Hooper, of Lee 
ii county, Alabama; of S. M. Baker, of Russell 
|; county, Alabama ; 
|! Parsons, of Talladega county, Alabama; of 
i John V. Wright, of Winchester, Tennessee ; of 

Thomas C. Clark and Samuel W. Cockwell, 
! of Eutaw, Alabama; of William A. Glover, 
| Alfred Glover, William Glover, and Walton 


of W. H. Nance and L. E. 
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| Glover, of Forkland, Alabama; of Samuel E, 
session since || Johnson, J. Mckee Gould, and Daniel G. 


Alabama; of William Mitch- 

i| ell, of Alabama, and of Turner Reavis, of 

' Gainesville, Alabama, praying for the removal 

- of the legal and political disabilities imposed 
upon them by the fourteenth amendment of 
the Constitution of the United States; which 

. were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a meworial of citizens 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, sellers of house- 
hold wringers of various manufactures, remon- 
strating against the passage of the louse bill 
No. 1492, for the extension of John Young’s 
patent for washing and wringing machines; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I present the 
memorial of H. Moffit & Co., of Waterbury, 
Vermont, remonstrating against the extension 
of the patent of John Young for washing and 
wringing machines; and they state that accord- 
ing to their best information not less than two 
hundred thousand wringing machines are man- 
ufactured and sold per annum, and this num- 

_ ber is increasing yearly; and thatit will reduce 
the cost largely to the public if the patent is not 
extended. I move that this memorial lie on 
the table. 

' The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FENTON presented the petition of 
Phebe Hepburne, of Waverly, Tioga county, 
New York, praying to be indemnified for losses 
sustained in the accidental destruction of cer- 
tain land warrants; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. FENTON. I desire to present, also, the 
memorial of a large number of ship-owners of 
the city of New Yorks; among whom are the 
firms of C, H. Marshall & Co., Griunell, Min- 
turn & Co., and Nathaniel L. and George Gris- 
wold. These gentlemen are so prominent in 

|, the business of New York, and so well known 
| to the country, that 1 will take the liberty of 
atating pretty fully the object of their memo- 
rial. ‘hey ask to be heard in opposition to the 
passage of the bill known as the Lynch bill, 
| providing for subsidies to certain lines of Amer- 
ican vessels. Such subsidies can only be injuri- 
ous, they state, to the general shipping interests 
' of America, by increasing the present ruinous 
il competition. They further represent that if 
| Congress shall decideto grant subsidies for the 
encouragement and increase of the American 
shipping interest justice requires that such sub” 
sidies should be equitably apportioned among 
all American vessels, without distinction, which 
are employed in foreign trade, where they are 
‘exposed to the competition of the ships and 
steamers of foreign nations. Other consider- 
ations are presented why the bill known as the 
| Lynch bill should not receive the favorable 
` consideration of Congress. I move that this 
' memorial be referred to the Committee on 
, Commerce. 
| The motion was agreed to. 
| Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of 
| Sarah Carson, of Barnwell county, South Cat- 
| olina, praying compensation for property de- 
|, stroye by the United States troops during the 
|; late war ; which was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Claims, 

| Mr. CONKLING presented two memorials 

| of citizens of New York, sellers of household 
|| wringers of various manufactures, remonstrat- 

' ing against the passage of the House bill No. 
1492, for the extension of John Young's patent 

* for washing and wringing machines; which 

| were ordered to lie on the table. 

| Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of James 

i! Smith, William Syphax, illiam Cook, and 

others, messengers in the Department of the 

Interior, praying for an increase of compensa- 

tion; which was referred to the Committee on 

Indian Affairs.. . 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of . 
Jonathan W. Wright, John B. Wright, Davi 
Filler, Noah Counts, William Sutherland, Jacob 
Deel, James H. Deel, John Clevinger, Mat- 


|| Mayes, of Boligee, 
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w Stiltinner, George W. Hagg, Solomon. 
r Joseph Looney, it, B. We Compton, 
Benjamin Staby, David 3 eClanahan, John S. | 
Rallipp, John M. Rallipp, E. Vance, Joseph | 
Kelley, Joseph Looney, sr., John A. Comp- | 
ton, Drewny Packett, John W. Childress, all 
of Buchanan county, Virginia, and of A. W. 
Graves, Madison county, Virginia, praying to | 
be relieved from their political disabilities ; 
which were referred to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petitions of Daniel | 
Brown, Andrew Patterson, and Joseph Walker, © 
Rockbridge county, Virginia; of Edmund Win- 
ston, Hanover county, Virginia; of Stephen | 
B. Duff, Washington county, Virginia; of John | 
Sanders, Wythe county, Virginia, and Wil- : 
liam E. Stone, Montgomery county, Virginia, ` 
praying for the removal of their political dis- 
abilities; which were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. cer 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented a memorial of.. 
citizens of Providence, Rhode. Island, sellers i 
of household wringers of various manufactures, - 
remoustrating against the passage of House | 
bill No. 1492, for the extension of John Young’s : 
patent for washing and wringing machines; ' 
which was ordered to lie on the table. | 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED.. 
On motion of Mr. HAMILTON, of Mary- 


land, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Levi 
Hertzog be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Claims, 

On motion of Mr. CONKLING, it was 


Ordered, That the letter of the Secretary. of the 
Interior, of Pebrnory 15, 1869, communicating an, ' 
sccount of the Northwest Fur Company for pro- : 
visions and payment of men necessary for the defense | 
and protection of Government property at Fort | 
Union in 1866 and 1867, be taken from the files of the i 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pri- | 
vate Land Claims, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 595) to repeal an act entitled “An 
act for the survey of grants or claims of lands,” 
approved June 2, 1862, reported it without 
amendment. l 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee. on 
Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 406) to expedite the survey 
of private land claints,. reported it with an 
amendment. ' E S , 

Mr. SCOTT, from the Committee on Claims, | 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 758) for 
the settlement of the account of Captain E. M. 
Buchanan, late commissary of subsistence of 
volunteers, reported without it amendment. .. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 689) for the | 
relief of Hail & Cozzens, and John Naylor & 
Co., yee it with an amendment, | 

Mr. HOWELL. I am directed by the Com- | 
mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred | 
the memorial of Mary B. Winship, protesting | 
against a reduction of her pension, to report | 
itback. Thecase has been decided adversely, | 
and will abide the result of our action on the 
general law. I move that the committee be 
discharged from its farther consideration. - 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWELL, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the petition of Henry C. 
Weatnerby, submitted a report thereon, accom- 
panied by a bill (S. No. 880) granting a pen- 
sion to Henry C. Weatherby. 

The bill was read, and passed to a second 
ie and the report was ordered to be 


nted. 
Mr. SPRAGUE, from the Committee on 
ams, to whom was referred the petition of 
- George Harris, praying for compensation 
or property taken and used for public purposes 
by the United States military authorities during 
i € late war for the suppression of the rebel- 
Hom, reported a joint resolution (S. R. No. 189) 
© enable the Court of Claims to hear and de- 


a oe 


| an investigation into the acts of William H. 


|| referred to the Committee on: Indian Affairs, 


I| and Protection of Immigration; which was read 


termine the claim of J. George Harris, pay- 
master United States Navy; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John L. Miles, 
reported a joint resolution (S. R. No. 190) to 


| compensate John L, Miles, late second lieuten- ` 


ant second Indiana battery, for one horse lost in | 
the service; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of George Bushhead, principal chief of 
the Cherokee Indians of North Carolina, and 
others, on behalf of those Indians, praying 


Thomas, James H. Terrell, and S. H. Swet- 
land, formerly agents for those Indians, and ` 
that such measures be taken as will compel - 
them to account for and pay over to the Indians | 
certain money improperly retained by them, |, 
asked to be discharged from its further con- -i 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Com- |; 
mittee on Indian Affairs; which was agreed to. | 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- ‘ 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. |: 


881) to amend the act to incorporate the Na- ;, 
tional Academy of Sciences; which was read `i 
twice by its title, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous con- |; 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. ; 
882) to authorize the sale of the pine timber 
on certain lands reserved for the use of the 
Menomonee tribe of Indians in the State of 
Wisconsin; which was read twice by its title, 


and ordered to be printed. © 
Mr. PRATT asked, and by unanimous con- ; 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
883) granting a pension to John W. Salyers, a | 
soldier of the war of 1812; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Commitiee on 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 7 
Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous ; 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 884) to incorporate the International So- 
ciety of the United States for the Promotion 


twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introdace a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 191) granting an Amer- 
ican register to the British-built bark Busy; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 
GEORGETOWN SND HARPER'S FERRY RAILROAD. | 
Mr. VICKERS. I move a reconsideration | 
of the joint resolution passed yesterday (S. R. 
No. 172) directing the survey of a route for a| 
railroad on the west bank of the Potomac river, 
from a point opposite Georgetown to Harper’s 


erry. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
reconsider will be entered. ' 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. | 

ye WILSON. Let us go on with the Cal- 
endar. A 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate re- | 
sumes the eonsideration of the Calendar. The | 
Secretary will report the first bill on the Cal- | 


endar at the point where it stopped yesterday.’ 
The first bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(H. R. No. 1828) to establish the department | 
of justice. oe ee ; ! 
Ir. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I think | 
that bill ought to go over. 
` Mr. PATTERSON. I j 
tleman why? . 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. The name 
strikes me very sensitively. wae Uh 
Mr. PATTERSON. The gentleman ought | 
not to object on that ground. I will say that |: 
the bill has been considered very thoroughly, | 
and during two Qongresses. Let it be read, ii 


would ask the gen- 


| and passed. the House without amendment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL.. I wish to say in regard 
to this measure that I think it a very important, 
bill and a very proper bill to be acted upon. 
In regard to the particular details of this bill I 
am not prepared to express an opinion; but 
this is a subject that certainly deserves atten- 
tion. The bill came from the Committee on 
Retrenchment. It has not been examined by 
the Committee on the Judiciary; but I have 
looked over it somewhat, and I trust the Sen- 
ate will take action upon it. ` 

Mr. PAITERSON. Iwill say to the Sen- 


ator from lilinois that this subject was first 
| referred to the Committee on Retrenchmentin 
: the Thirty-Ninth Congress, immediately after 
: the Committee on Retrenchment was organ- 
. ized. ‘he committee secured information trom 


various Departments of the Government toach- 
ing the subject. In the Fortieth Congress a 
bill was introduced by Mr. Jencxzs in the 
House and referred to the Committee `'on Re- 


' trenchment. A similar bill was introduced by 


Judge Lawrencz inthe House, and referred to. 
the Judiciary Committee of the House.. The 


' two committees met and framed a bill which 


was:in substance the bill now before the Sen- 
ate. Jt was reported from the Committee 


: on Retrenchment in the House at this session 


It 


was reported from the Committee on Retrench- 
i| ment here, and #3 now upon the Calendar, and 


I hope we shall proceed with its consideration. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Maryland :has withdrawn his “objection 
to allow the bill to be reported, as the Chair 
understands.. oon 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Yes; sir; 
let it be read. ; 
The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 
Mr. DRAKE. I consider this bill of too. 


| great importance to be passed under the pres- 


ent order of busiaess, and I object to its fur- 
ther consideration. 

Mr. SUMNER, I submit to my friend that 
he had better allow it to be read through. 

Mr. DRAKE. Why? ee 

Mr. SUMNER. So that it willbe in-a con- 
dition to be acted on. > 0 oco o5 h 

Mr. CONKLING., | I think that is the very 
reason why it should:not be read. If itis not 
to be acted on naw, the reading ought to be 
dispensed with. =e 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be passed over, objection being made. 


_ RECONSTRUCTION EXPENSES.. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I ask. consent 
to make a report... Thé Committee: on Appro» 
priations, to whom was referred the joint reso- 
lution (H, R.. No. 269) to amend the act of 
April 20, 1870, have instructed ‘me to report 
it back without amendment, and I ask-unani-. 
mous consent to have it considered now.: : 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin 
Committee of the Whale, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution. . It: declares that the 
first proviso in the act-approved-April 20, 
1870, (which prescribes the conditions under 
which the disbursement of the appropriations 
therein contained, for defraying expenses. in- 
curred in carrying into. effect the: act to pro- 
vide for the more efficient goverament af. the 
rebel States, shall be made, ) shall not be-held 
to apply to accounts for services rendered or 
for supplies furnished under. regulations. or 


'| orders issued by the respective commanders 


of the several military. districts under. the au- 
thority. of the seventh: section of the act -of 


|| March 28, 1867,.and which aecounts shail have 


been duly certified and audited, and have been 
approved and the payment. ordered: by those 
commandegs. : : 

Mr. MOKRILL, of ‘Maine. I will state for 
the judgment of the Senate the point.of this 
resolution from the House. ..In: the recent 
deficiency bill there is this provision : 

“To defray expenses incurred in. carrying into 
effect the act to provide for the more efficient gov- 


ernment of the rebel States, for various supplies and 
service, namely, in the first military district, $75,000: 
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in the fourth military district, $200,000; in tho fifth 
inte eo oog ary district, $200,900; in 
Now comes the proviso alluded to— 


“ Provided, That no portion of said sums shall be 
paid except upon vouchers furnished and verified 
upon oath by the party furnishing said supplies or 
performing such service, to the satisfaction of the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury.” 

Tam told that as a matter of fact it is im- 
practicable to furnish that evidence. Instead 
of the evidence required in this law, which pro- 


vides ‘‘ that no portion of said sums shall be | 


paid except upon vouchers furnished and veri- :' 


fied upon oath by the party furnishing said 
supplies,’’ this resolation declares that proviso 


“ghall not be held to apply to accounts for: 


services rendered or for supplies furnished 
under regulations or orders issued by the re- 


spective commanders of the several military | 


districts under the authority of the seventh sec- 


tion of the act of March 23, 1867, and which ` 
accounts shall have been duly certified and : 


audited, and have been approved and the pay- 
ment ordered by said commanders.”’ 


was to require the oath of the person who fur- 
nished the supplies. Itis said atthe Treasury 
that that is impracticable, because the parties 
that performed the service have all gone out 
of office and disappeared, and it is utterly im- 
practicable to obtain this oath.’ Now, it will 
be seen that under this joint resolution it is 
made to rest upon an affirmation of the ac- 
counts certified and audited, and which have 
been approved and the payment ordered by the 
commanders. I believe I 


as it 1s. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. When was that reported? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. This morning ; 
and I asked unanimous consent to consider it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask my friend whether 
he thinks we can adjourn on the 4th of July 
if we pass this now? 
: Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think this: will 
have a tendency perhaps to get us in readiness 
to do that. 


Mr. EDMUNDS: Then I shall not object. | 


The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

l - MARGARET P. ROBINSON. 

; Mr; PRATT. I move that the Senate take 
up the joint resolution (H. R. No. 224) for the 
relief of Mrs. Margaret P. Robinson, of Ken- 


tucky. The case was passed over informally | 
yesterday because the report of the committee 


was not printed and laid upon the desks of 


Senators. i . : 
. The. PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. An- | 


THONY inthe chair.) TheSenatot from Indiana 
asks. unanimous consent to proceed to the con- 
sideration‘of House joint resoiution No. 224, 
whieh was laid aside informally yesterday. 
The Chair hears no objection. 

‘The Secretary read the joint resolation. - 


. Mr. SUMNER. Is there a report with that? | 


Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir. 


Me. SUMNER.. I think this.is one of that 


group of cases which have been objected to. 

They ought all to be considered together. - 
‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. This was 

laid aside informally. : ' 


- Mr: PRATT. If the Senator will take pains | 


te look over the report he will tly ; . 
Per te E SERAS NA H indulgence of the Senate to say one word about 


what the case is. 


Mr. SUMNER; I looked over it this morn- | 


ing. Itis a very excellent document indeed, 
but it was réading that docament-—— ` 
' Mr. PRATT. I do not speak of the docu- 
ment, but of the facts. - es 
Mr. SUMNER. It was very well. done 
indeed. I must object to the measure to-day. 
The- PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘Being ob- 
jected to the joint resolution goes over. 
: JOHN E. GRIFFIN. ASR 
_Mr. STEWART. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of House joint 
resolution No. 86. 


It will : 
be seen that the proviso of the original bill | 


have stated the case: | 


i 
H 


Mr. RAMSEY. Are we not to go through 
the Calendar? ve 
Mr. STEWART. This resolution was passed 


over. 
Mr. RAMSEY. Weare within three or four 
cases of being through the Calendar. ` 


Mr. STEWART. I will wait until it is | 


through. l 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre- 
tary will read the next bill on the Calendar in 


‘| order. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill | 
(S. No. 860) for the relief of Jobn E. Griffin ; | 
which was read a second time, and ell being recommitted to the committee, but think 


poses to direct the Paymaster General to pay | Secretary of the Treasury. I hope the passage 


‘ of the bill will be reconsidered, and then, on 
‘the statement made by the Secretary of the 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


to John E. Griffin, late private of company HE, 
second North Carolina mounted infantry, out 
of any money appropriated for the pay of the: 
Army, the full pay and allowance of a private 


of infantry, from the Lst of September, 1868, . 1 


to the 16th of August, 1865. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


to be engrossed for a) day to prevent the recalling of this bill from 


amendment, ordered 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


O. N. CUTLER. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


; of Missouri, simply to make & motion. 


numbers of the end of the Calendar. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us go straight on. 
Mr. RAMSEY, I do not like to object to 


' any matter the Senator from Maine desires to 


| bring up, but I am anxious to have the Caleu- 


` dar gone through with.» I think we had better 


: go through the Calendar. 


|| it, 


| opinion, and spoke of two 


:| ever, he did not give to me. 
there were papersin the Treasury Department.whiek ' 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I simply want 
to call up the bill with a view of recommitting 
A motion was made ‘by the’ Senator from. 
Illinois [Mr. TRUMBULL] to reconsider the vote 


‘| on this bill, which passed the Senate on Friday. 


I wish to call it up, with a:view of having it 
reconsidered and recommitted. It is a bill ia 
favor of Mr.. Cutler. The Senator from Illi- 
nois made the motion to reconsider. ‘Now, I 


‘| wish to call that -up.and have it reconsidered, 
| with a view of recommitting the bill to the 


committee, and as a reason for it E will send to 
the Chair a letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasnry, and ask that it be‘read. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us hear the letter. 
The Secretary read the following letter: 


} TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, May 3, 1870. 
Drar Siz: The person who expressed to me the 

opinion that the Cutler claim ought not to be paid 
is Mr. Whitney, who may be found at General Bat- 
ler’s residence, corno of Fifteent] 
my request he calle 
giving me any specific information reiterated his 
ersons.in New York as 
having knowledge of the au 
He also suggested that 


contained information or statements prejudicial to 


the Cutler claim; bat Mr. Lovett, who has‘charge | 
of the papers informs me that they throw no light | 


upon the claim pending in Congress. 
Lam, very truly, yours, 
. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL, 


Hon. Lor M. MORRILL, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 


Mr. MORRILL of Maine. Now I ask the 


this matter. I know Mr. Cutler, and I do not 
wish his case to be prejudiced by any suspi- 


cion or by any inference of suspicion on my | 


part as to his claim; but with such information 
as that-from the Treasury Department I do not 


suppose the Senate would like to pass the bill. | 
At any rate, as a friend of Mr. Cutler, I should : 
not like to have the bill go through the Senate | 
with that information in my possession. There- | 
| fore, I suggest whether it would not be better | 


to have the vote reconsidered and the bill re- 
committed, with a view of having the matter 
investigated. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I made the motion to 


Task the unan- |, 
' jmous consent of the Senate to take up House 
pill No. 1666, for the relief of Otis N. Cutler, '! ‘ y 
. i| any person in the world having made any such 

Mr. RAMSEY. Whynot let us go through |: 
the Calendar? We are within four or five i 2 
| pressed with the conviction that the bill was a 
‘| justone; but as this matter has been bronght 


and Istreets. At : 
upon me to-day, and without: , +4 VILLA, i 

i d ‘ tion is, will the Senate reconsider the vote by 
‘ which the bill lee R. No. 1666) for the relief 


ect, whosenames, how- | Of Otis N. Cutler, of Missouri, was passed. 


Secretary. `! 


ar 


reconsider in consequence of a statement made 
by the Senator from West Virginia, [Mr. Wu. 
Ley.] I think that the same principle was in- 
volved in this case as in another case to which 
I made some objection; and I thought it im- 
portant that all should be treated alike. Ihave 
no specific knowledge in regard to the Cutler 
claim. Ihave since looked into it, and I think 
the same principle is involved in it as is in- 
volved in the claim of Cowan and Dickinson, 
who had cotton at Knoxville. I think they 
should go together. The matter that the Sen- 


| ator from Maine has now brought out I knew 


nothing about. I have no objection to the bill 


it proper it should be done on that letter of the 


Treasury, I think the facts should be inquired 
into. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I make that 
motion. 

Mr. DRAKE. As I interposed the other 


the House of Representatives, [deem it proper, 
since the matter has been brought out that the 
honorable Senator from Maine has presented 
here, in justice to myself to say that when I 
made that resistance | knew nothing at all of 


statement as Mr. Whitney is represented in 
that letter. to have made. I was firmly im- 


out in this way by thé honorable Senator from 
Maine, I think it is‘only proper, and indeed 
demanded, that the matter should go again to 
the Committee on Claims; and if that com- 
mittee has not already a general power to send 
for persons and papers, think that, in con- 
nection with this reference, that power ought 
to be specifically given. I inquire of the chair- 
maa of the committee whether the committee 
has such a power, under any general rule of, 
the Senate? — < 
Mr. HOWE. I do not snppoke the com- 
mittee has any power to subpena witnesses 
unless it is conferréd upon it by resolution of. 
the Senate. 
“Mr. DRAKE. ‘Then I eng est to the Sen- 
ator from Maine that after the bill is. recon- 
sidered the recommitment of it to thé Com-, 


mittee on Claims shall be accompanied with, 


power.to the committee to send for persons 


i| and papers, and send for this Mr. Whitney and 


| put him under oath and compel him to tell 
i who it is that assails this claim, and whose 


l 


| 173) to enable the Secretary of the 


names he would not give to the Secretary. of 
the Treasury. I hopethe Senator from Maine 


. will let the matter take that, course. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


` The motion to reconsider was agreed to. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is now 
moved that this bill be recommitted to the 
Committee on Claims, with power to.send for 
persons and papers. As 
The motion was agreed to. 
RAILROADS IN FLORIDA. . ia 
_ The next bill on the Calendar was:the bill 
(S. No. 692) granting lands to aid in the con- 
struction of eertain railroads in the State of 
Florida. 5 E hes 
The Secretary read the bill... Mp 
’ Mr. BAYARD. I shall object to the -pas- 
sage of that bill, 2 0 2 aoto ra oe 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Being ob- 
jected to, it- goes oers. =. - 6. 
`U ABANDONED PROPERTY. ` ` 


' Mr. FOWLER. Yesterday I objected to 
the passage of the joint resolution (i. R. No. 

reasury to 
collect wrecked and abandoned property, dere- 
lict claims, and dues belonging to the United 
States, on the ground that I was not aware 


of the definite Object of the joint resolution, 
Having become satisfied that it ought to pass, 
I withdraw all objection to it. 

Nr. SHERMAN. As the Senator 


been amended and is now on its third read- 
ing, I hope the Senate will act upon it at 


"The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio asks unanimous consent to take up 
House joint resolution No. 173, objected to 
yesterday, the objection now being withdrawn. 

By unanimous consent. the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed. the con- 
sideration of the joint resolution. Aai 

The joint resolution was reported to the 


Senate as amended, and the amendment made. 


as in Committee of the Whole was concurred, 
in. It was ordered that the amendment be en-, 
grossed, and the joint resolution read a third 


time. The joint resolution was.read the third | 


time, and passed. 
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


- A message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, by Mr. Porrer, his Secretary, 
announced that the President had: this day 
approved and signed the bill (S. No. 396 

granting lands to aid in the construction o 

a railroad and telegraph line from Portland 
to Astoria and McMinnville, in the State of 
Oregon. 


OREGON BRANCH PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The con- 
sideration of bills on the Calendar will now be 
resumed in their order. . 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 112) to aid in the construction of the 
Oregon Branch Pacific railroad; which was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported 
the bill with an amendment; to strike out all 
after the enacting clause and to insert ‘in liea 
thereof the following : one i es 

That for the purpose of aiding in the construction 
ofa railroad and telegraph line from a point on the 
Central Pacifio railroad, at or near but not east of 
the north bend of the. Humboldt river, in the Stato 
of Nevada, by the nearest eligible route to a point 
at or near Eugene City, at the upper end of the Wil- 
lamette valley, in the State of Oregon, there is hereby. 
granted to the Oregon Branch Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, a corporation organized pursuant to the laws 
of the State of Oregon, for the: purpose of construct-. 
ing arailroad and telegr hline, byarticlos of spoon: 
poration dated the 9th day of July, A. D. 1868, tho 
right of way through tho public lands of the United 
States of the width of ono hundred feet an each 
side of said road, and all necessary grounds for.sta- 
tions, depots, shops, buildings, side-tracks, turn- 


tables, and water stations, not exceeding forty acres | 


atany place; and also the right to take from public 
lands adjacent to the Jine of said railroad timber, 
stone, water, and other materials necessary for the 
construction thereof; and also each alternate section 
of said public lands ncarest to the said road and 
within the limits of ten alternate sections in width 
on each side thereof designated by odd numbers to 
the amount of ten such alternate sections on each 
side thereof per mile, which shall not have been 
reseryed or disposed.of by the United States, and to. 
which homestead, or prétmption, or miner’s possess-. 
ory rights shall net have been attached at the time 
the line of the roadshall be fixed. . 
Sic. 2, And be it further enacted, That when the 
President of said company sliall notify the President 
of tho United States underoath that ten miles of the 
said railroad and telegraph line have been completed, 
tho President of the United States shall appoint three 
commissioners to cxamine the same, and if the com- 
missioners shall réport that ten miles of said railroad 
and telegraph line have been completed, and are 
furnished with the rolling stock and necessary equip- 
ments, the President of the United States shall cause 
the lands hereinbefore granted, in respect of thesaid 
ten miles, to be surveyed, deaignatod, and set apart 
or the benefit of said company. Pee 
Sko. 3, And be it further enacted, That when the said 
tpaPany shall filo with the Secretary of the Interior 
*deirresolution duly certifted under theirseal,accept- 
ing the grants hereinbefore made on the terms a 
conditions hereinafter specified, and shall also file 
mith. the said Secretary their duly certified plat of 
eline of the said road- as surveyed and established 
y them, the said Secretary shall designate the lands 


80 gonditionally granted, and cause such designation | 
0 De entered on the plats of the proper land offices, 


and thereafter the lands so designated shall be subject 


to sale only in accordance with the provisions of this | 


8k. 4. And be it Jurther enacted, That the lands 
frie by this act, excepting such as are necessary 
T the company to reserve for depots, stations, side- 


r with-, 
draws his objection, and the resolution has. 


| of tha campany, send one to tho Secretary of the 


| shall be observed with respect to the land certified: 


| twenty or more miles of said railroad and telegraph 


tracks, wood-yards, standing-around, anil atherneed- 
ful uses in operating the road, and excepting min- 
eral lands, and timber lands not fit for cultivation: 

after the timber thereon is removed, shall be sold to 

actual settlers only, in quantities not exceeding one | 
quarter section to any one person, under such reg- | 
ulations and restrictions asmay bo proscribed by the; 
Secrotary of the Interior, at such prices as will seaure | 


said, an average price of not more than $2 50 per 


section of ten.miles of said railroad; and to insure 
an enforcement of this section.it shall be the duty 
of the company receiving the certificates from the 
Secretary of the Interior as aforcsaid, for the lands 
granted in aid of the construction of the first section 


| of ten miles of said railroad, and within one year 


thereafter to fix a price on cach one hundred and 
sixty acre tract described:in said certificates, in such 
manner and at such rates that the average price of 
tho whole amount certified shal] not exceed $2 50 
er acre, and report the same to the Seerctary of the ` 
nterior, exposing a copy of such report to the pub- 
lic in tho office of the secretary of. such company ; 
and any porgon desiring to actually settle upon an 
improve said land, or any Government subdivision 
thereof, shall have the right to purchase, at the price 


ment of said price; and on payment thereof it shall 
be theduty of the secretary of such company. to make 
out duplicate certificates of tho sale, under the seal 


Interior, and deliver the other to the purchaser ; and 
it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior 
to issue to such purchaser a patent for the land de- 
scribed in his certificate, as in cases of land sold by 
the United States, And thesame form of proccedin 


by the Secretary of the Interior on each succeeding | 
completed section of ten miles of the main line of ; 


first shall be made by the Secretary of the Interior 


receding completed section of said _railr or 
ranch theroof: And provided further, That the seo- 
tions of land which shall remain to the United States 
within the limits of this grant shall, except when 
located under the homestead act, be sold at $2, 
per acre, to actual settlers only, and in-quantities 
not greater than one hundred and sixty acres to any 


as may be prescribed by the Secretary of tho Interior. 
Src. 5. And 


assent to this act within one year from the date of 
its passage, and the foregoing grant is upon condi- 
tion that said company shall complete a section of 


within two genre from its passage, and twenty miles 
cach yont? ereafter until tho wholo shall be com- 
pleted. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I movo to amend the 
amendment by striking out in section one, lines 
nineteen and twenty, the words ‘' by the near- 
est eligible route to a-point at or near Eugeno 
City, at the upper end'of the Willamette val- 
ley,” and inserting “by the nearest eligible 
ronte in the States of Nevada and Oregon to a 
junction with the line of the Oregon and Cali- 
fornia railroad in the Rogue River valley.” 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. ; 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I move further to amend 
the amendment in section four, line twenty- 
five, by inserting after the word ‘‘ company”? 
the words ‘‘and another in the land office of 
the district.” ` 

The amendment to 
agreed to. — Bea be ove 

Mr. HARLAN. I ask the honorable Sena- 
tor from Oregon if this amendment as it now 
stands will not grant the mineral lands? I call 
his attention to page 6, the, thirty-fourth line | 
of the first section of the amendment. __. 

_ Mr. WILLIAMS. If it does an amendment 
excepting them will not be objected to. It is 
an oversight if it does. ie 

Mr. HARLAN. I move to amend the 
amendment by inserting after, the words ‘‘ pub- 
lic lands,” in the thirty-fourth line of the first 
section, the words ‘‘not mineral, except iron 
and coal lands.’ I believe that exception is 


generally made. i 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes 


the ameridment was 


, sir; that is the usual 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the eimeadmelibans eoncurredin. The 


2 50, 


to said company, its successors or assigns, as afore-. || 


acre for the land actually certified for eagh completed ;; 


said railroad: Provided, That no certificato of lands :, 
to such company on any completed section after the | 


bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, was read the third time, and passed. | 


É k l. . 
‘SOUTHERN MINNESOTA RAILROAD. 
- The next bill. on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No..824) authorizing the Southern Minne- 
sota Railroad Company to connect italine with 
the Northern Pacific railroad; which was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. The 
bill proposes to authorize the Southern Min- 
nesota Railroad Gompany, within the State of 


! Minnesota, for the benefit of which a grant of 


public lands has been made to the State by the 
United States, and whose western terminus has 
been fixed at the western boundary of the State, 


` to extend its line of road to and to connect it 


' with the line of the Northern Pacific railroad 


; at such point in the Territory of Dakota as the 
; company shall designate, not farther west than 


the one hundred and third parallel longitude 


: west from Greenwich; and itis to be entitled 
to and receive the same privileges, grants, and 


so fixed,.any unsold parcel of said land. upon pay- | 


immunities for and in respect to such extension 
of its road, and be subject to the same liabil- 
ities, restrictions, and conditions in respect 
thereto as are contained in the act of Congress 
approved July 4, 1866, making a grant of lands 
to the State in aid of the railroad, and the act 
of Congress approved July 13, 1866, relating 
to the lands so granted; and the road which 


may be built to form such connection is to be 


considered and treated to all intents and for all 


i: purposes as a continuation of the Southern 


finnesota railroad; but the time allowed for 


: the construction of the railroad is not to be 


| until he shall have reccived a report, as aforesaid, `: 
of the price fixed on tho land, certified for the next |: 


extended beyond the time designated in the 
act of Congress approved July 4, 1806. 
‘The Committee on Public Lands reported 


| the bill with an amendment, in line eleven to 


strike out the word ‘‘third’’ and insert ‘‘sec- 


: ond;’’ so that the clause will read ‘‘ not farther 


be it further enacted, That thesaidcom- i 
pany, shall file with the Secretary of tho Interior ita | 


D to: | west than the one hundred and second parallel 
one person, under such regulations and restrictions | 


of longitude west from Greenwich.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the committee was 
to amend the proviso at the end of the bill so 
as to make it read : 


Provided, That the time allowed for the construc- 

tion of said railroad shall not extend beyond tho 

time pee in the act of Congress approved 
uly 4, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RAMSEY. Mr. President, I can ex: 
plain this billin a very few words. The South- 
ern Minnesota road exténds from the east to 
the west line of the State of Minnesota, in a 
nearly west course, through the southern tier 
of coanties, and ends at the west line of the 
State, ‘‘out on the prairie,” as at present 
chartered. Its length is about three hundred 
miles, of which about one hundred miles are 
completed and operated ; ten or twelve miles 
more are graded and waiting thé opening of 
spring to procure.iron ; and some seventy miles 
more will be completed and in running order 
the present season, besides some twenty miley 
of branch connecting road, being built by the 
same parties. It is in the. hands of active 
energetic, live men, who are building the road 
as, fast-as it can be well and economically done. 
The present bill is intended to give the road 
a western connection, The proposed exten- 
sion is abouttwa hundred and twenty-five miles 
in length, more or less, varying with the point 
of connection with the Northern Pacific road, 
which point itself must be determined by the 
facilities or difficulties—difficulties that may 
be met with in, the construction of the road 
and selection of aroute. This extension passes 
through an entirely wilderness. cauntry, not a 
settler on the whole route, and interferes with 
no other projects. . The Delegate from the Ter- 
ritory of Dakota strongly favors the exten- 
sion, and says that in no otherwise can the 
country be opened up or settled, as there is no 
navigable stream on the whole route. Over a 
considerable part of its course the road will 


pass over what is called the ‘‘coteau. coun- 


try, where the land is of no value and never 


j will be. The company ask the same land grant 


through this unsettled country that they, have 
in Minnesota, and no more, namely, ten sec- 
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tions only to the mile. I trust that the bill will 
be put on its passage. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concarred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third. 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


PREEMPTION SETTLERS IN NEBRASKA. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 713) for the relief of preémption set- 
tlers in the land district of West Point, in the 


State of Nebraska ; which was considered as | 


in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported. 
the bill with amendments. 
ment was in line four, to strike out the words 
it West Point land district in the,” and in line 
eight, 
the words 
bill will read : 


That settlers upon the public domain within the 
limits of the State of Nebraska, who, prior to the lst 
day of January, 1870, had filed their declaratory state- 
ments under the preémption laws for tracts once 
offered at public sale, and afterward included inthe 
lateral limits of any withdrawal for railroad grants, 
where such lands were at date of filing, as aforcsaid 
subject to disposal under said preémption laws, and 
who, through erroneous belief that by such with- 
drawal the lands so settled upon and claimed became 
subject to the designation of “unoffered ” lands, havo 
failed to make the proof and payment required by 
law within one year from the date of alleged settlo- 
ment, shall be, and they are hereby, allowed and au- 
thorized to make such proof and payment within one 
year from the passage of this act, upon showing a 
full compliance with all other provisions of the pre- 
emption laws. Ae 

The amendment was agreed to. 

‘ Mr. HARLAN. I shauld-be glad if the hon- 
orable Senator who reported this bill would 
expe the lcs ofit.. | z . 

- The PRESIDING OFFICER. . There. is 
another amendment reported from the com- 
mittee. Shall that amendment be acted upon 


first? SES eS tes 

Mr. HARLAN. Certainly. Se 
_ The next amendment was to add to the bill 
the following proviso: 


Provided, That such settloments were upon the 
even-numbered sections, and do not include, cases 


declared to. be invalid by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. 


Mr. HARLAN.. That will cover the point 
I had in my mind. 

The amendment was agreed to. - a ee 

‘The bill was reported to theSenate as amend- 
ed, and the.amendments were concurred in.. - 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. - EE a f 

The title of the bill was amended so as to 
read ‘‘ A bill for the relief of preémption set- 
tlers in the State of Nebraska.” . 


M’PHERSON. MONUMENT. ` 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 273) donating con: 
demned cannon to the McPherson Monument 
Association ; which was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the Secretary of War to deliver to the McPher- 
son Monument Association such number of 
condemned bronze guns as may be required by 
that association to be used in the erection or 
ornamentation of a monument tothe late Major 
General James B, McPherson. 

Mr. WARNER. Iclaim the indulgence of 
the Senate for a few minutes. 

_ Mr. President, Ispeak on this resolution with 
feelings of unusual interest, growing out. of 
the remarkable character of the man whom it 
is intended to honor, arid of my long asso- 
ciation during the late war with him. I first 
met him just after we had fought so success- 
fully the battle of Fort Donelson, when he 
was a lieutenant colonel on the staff of Gèn- 
eral Grant, and from that time untit the hour 
of his death I was in the same army, cam- 
paigns, and battles with him. During the ever- 
memorable and brilliant Atlanta campaign it 
was my honor to serve as an inspector general 
on the staff of General Sherman, and as such 
was brought much in contact with General 


The first amend- | 


McPherson, and had large opportunities of 
learning. his character an 
regard in which he was held by the Army and 
by his military peers and superiors. That 
esteem was in some respects peculiar. 


supreme confidence of the entire Army in his 
military skill and bold energy, and none stood 
higher for personal patriotism, purity, and in- 
tegrity—an integrity of Roman fi 


shown in his refusal to accept, in the beginning. 
of the Atlanta campaign, acommission as major 


| general in the regular Army, on the ground that 
the Government had already sufficiently re- | 
! warded and honored him for his services, and | 


: | that it should be held ize for th t 
after the word “withdrawal,” to insert | lr itsiond oe aeit np asa prize or e io 


‘í for railroad. grants ;’’ so that the | 


meritorious service during the campaigns then 
about to be begun, of Atlanta and the Wilder- 
ness. General Thomas, in his Washingtonian 
greatness, solidity, and purity, had universal 
respect and confidence throughout the entire 
Army. General Schofield, though less widely 
known than either Sherman or Thomas, yet had 
the entire confidence and perfect respect of his 
own army, and of all who were competent to 
judge him, as asoldier of skill and courage, and 
asa pure patriot and just man. But McPher- 
son, added to the utmost confidence in his mili- 


! tary skill and personal courage, had such noble 


beauty of form and countenance, such winning 
gentleness of expression and manner; his face, 


which in repose had an expression of almost .; 


womanly sweetness, would so light up and blaze 
with fiercest courage and daring in the moment 
of battle, that in danger he was worshiped as 
a hero; in quiet regarded in tenderest.love as 
aman. It secmed as though the love of the 
beautifal one whom he worshipped, but whom 
the fates in blind craelty decreed he might 
never wed, so lighted the noble soul which God 
gave him as to illuminate his face and make 
entle and true and winning his life, his own 
ove attracting to him the love.of all other men. 
And then the circumstances of his life and 
death were so touching and tragic. At two 
o’clock of the morning of the memorable 22d 
of July, 1864, when General Sherman’s. army 
was laying close siege to Atlanta, I was called 
by him and ordered to go to General McPher- 
son, some six miles distant on our left, and 
inform him that the enemy had evacuated his 
works in front of our center, and with direc- 
tions for him to pursue by certain roads in case 
the enemy had abandoned. his whole line and 
Atlanta. .I found. him at daylight in bed. 
Waking him-up, he gave instantly the necessary 
orders for a reconnoissance to ascertain the 
movements of the enemy. 
together, mounted our horses, rode to the front, 
and found the enemy had only retired about 
a mile to an inner and shorter line. We then 
rode to his skirmish line and outside of it, and 


services, and the | 


Gen- | 
| eral Sherman had, above all others, the 


rmness, rigid- | 
ity, and self-denial. These qualities are well | 


We ate breakfast ` 


a mile in front of the ground on which the great : 
battle was fought later in the day, passing twice | 


over the spot on which he fell a few hours later. 
Very near this spot we met General G. M. 
Dodge, and then General McPherson gave him 
the order to halt his two divisions of the six- 
teenth corps, which were then marching by the 
flank in a direction at right angles to our line, 
the head of the column being then less than a 
mile from our extreme left.: 


| 


“Neither McPher- `| 


son nor Dodge nor General Frank P. Blair, | 
who was with us, then comprehended themighty | 
and happy influence which this order, given | 


only toawait the intrenching by working parties 


of the extended and advanced line on our left, | 


which Dodge was to occupy, was to have on 
the day’s battle, whose stillness was even then 


uponus. One may well regard itas providential. | 

o one then knew or thought that Hood had | 
during the night before contracted his line so as : 
to be able to spare Hardee with a corps of ten : 
to fifteen thousand men, to make by a night, 
march of fifteen miles a circuit round our left _ 
to attack us in flank and rear, and who was : 


then, just out of our sight, forming his troops 
for the attack. We left the field on our left 


i| time the service would allow. . 


and rode rapidly to the center, to General Sher- 
man, at the Howard House, an abandoned pri- 
vate dwelling near the center of our line and 
within easy reach of the enemy’s rifles. On 
our way we halted for a few moments at the 
tent of Major General Frank P. Blair. While 
there Blair’s surgeon reported that rebel cav- 
alry had been seen near the hospital of the 
seventeenth corps, which held our left. It was 
also reported to McPherson that rebel cavalry 
had been seen near his headquarters, located 
in the rear of our left, on Decatur road. The 
necessary orders were given by McPherson and 
Blair to guard against dashes of bands of cav- 
alry, but no importance was attached by any 
one to the fact of their appearance, as it was 
sa common, though in fact it was the first pat- 
terings of the great storm of battle which was 
so soon to burst upon the two armies and pros- 
trate in wounds and death ten thousand brave 
men. A few moments after dismounting at 
General Sherman's headquarters the sharp, 
rattling fire of musketry was heard in the direc- 
tion of ourleftrear. Shermanand McPherson 
listened to it attentively for a few moments, 
both detecting in it the decisive sound of com- 
ing battle, when McPherson quickly mounted 
his horse and rode rapidly toward it. In less 
than two hours his dead body was laid at Sher- 
man’s feet on the porch of the Howard House. 

In riding from PTR of General Dodge’s 
line through the interval that separated it from 
the left of Leggett’s division of the seventeenth 


, corps by a blind road through the woods, 


attended only by an orderly, his staff haviug 
all been sent away with orders for the conduct 
of the battle, he was halted by a squadof rebel 
infantry and ordered to surrender. Raising 
his hat as if in token of surrender he essayed 
to rein his horse quickly away and plunge into 
the woods and escape. The rebels, instantly 
detecting his purpose, fired a volley, and the 
brave and chivalrous McPherson fell to rise 
no. more. : a. 

I can never forget the touching scene at the 
Howard House as his body lay there still and 
beautiful indeath. McPherson was betrothed 
to a girlof rare beauty and worth in Baltimore, 
and had the promise of a leave of absence in 
the spring of 1864 to go to Baltimore and be 
married. The exigencies of the military ser- 
vice, in connection with the grand movements 
of the Atlanta and Wilderness campaigns, 
which General Grant directed should be begun 
simultaneously, compelled General Sherman 
to the painful necessity of denying this leave. 
He wrote a kind and touching letter to the 
girl, taking the whole responsibility, and beg- 
ging her to consider that General McPherson 


! had no option but obedience or soldierly dis- 


honor, and promising him leave the earliest 
As we looked 
on his face, pale and cold in death, even the 
remembrances of his virtues and his value to 
the Army and to the country was hushed in 
the thought of the deep love which but a few 
hours before had lent such light to his eyes 
and such geniality to his manners, and of the 
irreparable sorrow soon to come to one from 
whom death had so cruelly snatched her beau- 
tifal hero. Sherman slowly paced the ‘floor, 
frequently stopping short to receive reports of 
the progress of the fight, or to give orders for 
its conduct, or to gaze into the lifeless face of 
his beloved captain, the tears meanwhile rap- 
idly coursing down his war-worn face. 

Mr. President, the tears shed on the battle- 
field over his dead body by his great chief 
Tecumseh and his brave men, would have 
made his most fitting monument, had the skill 
of other than a divine artist been equal to the 
task of gathering’ them in the form in which 
they fell, and of giving them the perpetuity 98 
they had the radiance of diamonds, of fashion- 
ing them into ‘‘a form of beauty,” i tear 
in God’s light while time shall last the story 
of his virtues. Butearth caught them, mingle 
with the blood of those-who shed them, and 
her flowers, nourished by them, will be nature s 
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sympathetic tostimony to his kindred beauty of 
form szd sonl. 


. 


The high military renown ‘of General Me- 
Pherson, together with the possession by him 
of those gentle. qualities which won for him the 


j 
$ 
l 
H 


;. within the limits of that territory. The same | 


subriquet of ‘the beloved McPherson,” so , 


peculiarly distinguished him as to warrant us 
in making this contribution, to aid in raising a 
monument which shall tell to all future ages 
of his services and fame. — 

Mr. YATES. Mr. President, though unpre- 
pared to address the Senate, I cannot permit 
the opportunity to pass, as perhaps | shall 
never have a better one, to say something in 
relation to General McPherson. My personal 
acquaintance with him was when the Army 


started out under General Grant for Vicks- ; 


barg. Iwas six months with him, and during 
those six months I remember now that I be- 
came more attached to him than to any other 
man in the Army from my own or any other 
State. 
tion. I saw him exposing himself, as I must 
confess—and perhaps that is not to his credit— 
unnecessarily to. danger; so much so that Gen- 
eral Grant once said, ‘‘McPherson is going 
too far.” 


in some plantation houses. 

Mr. President, I do not hesitate to say now 
that of all the officers of our Army, from the 
General-in-Chief. down to the lowest. subor- 
dinate officer, McPherson had more the hearts 
of the Army of the Southwest than any man 


dead or living. He was a soldier from head j 


to foot;.he. was a gentleman; and when I 
remembered him in tion wmienly struggles 
which we. were making to open the Mississippi 


from its source to the Gulf; when I remem- 


bered how. prompt he was, while at the same | 


time he was the most reticent, modest, and 
retiring of all the officers of the Army; when 
I remembered his appearance, so young, so 
robust—not robust in body, but in physical 
atrength—with so much personal beauty ; when 
I heard the news of his death, it seemed to 
me it was a pity that he should die. But, sir, 
he was a sacrifice upon the altar of his coun- 
try; he isone of the jewels that we cast out 
to save liberty and the country. He has gone; 
bot while I live I shall never reflect upon him 
without a tear coming to my, eye and affection 
filling my heart. : 

The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


_ KANSAS-INDIAN LANDS. . : 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 577) for the sale of the diminished 
` reserve and trust lands of the Kansas or Kaw 
tribe of Indians, in the State of Kansas, and 
for the settlement of said Indians in the Indian 
territory. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Let that go over. 

Mr. HARLAN. I hope the honorable Sen- 
ator will permit the Senate to act on that bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I gave notice 
yesterday that I should call the attention of 
the Senate to the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill to-day. I think I 
Will make the motion to take it up now. I 
move to rescind the present order, with the 
view of enabling me to submit a motion to 
Proceed to the consideration of the appropri- 
ation bill of which I gave notice yesterday. 

Mr. HARLAN. If the Senator will with- 
hold that motion for a moment until I make 
an appeal to him—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Certainly. 

Mr. HARLAN. This bill in relation to the 
a Indians in the State of Kansas and the 

il relating to the Osage Indians ought to be 
he On at a very early period. There has 

fen a railroad constructed directly through 
the aw reservation, people are going on to 

e lands, and it is very important that 
arrangements should be made at an early day 

or the removal of those Indians to the In- 


I saw him in every variety of situa- : 


That was at Port Gibson, when he | 
was reconnoitering the position of the enemy | 


; is comparatively a short bill, and will not oc- 


dian territory, where they have agreed to go; 
but no- auch arrangement can be made until 
the President is authorized to dispose of their 
lands and to secure a reservation for them 


remark may be applied to the Osages.. This 


: cupy, I think, ten minutes of time, and its. 


: to proceed with my bill, 
| ef the rights the Senate has ordinarily accorded || 


| 


passage will be a great relief to the people | 
of the State of Kansas, particularly to those | 
living in the vicinity of this tribe of Indians. | 
The bill has been very carefully matured by | 
the Committee on Indian Affairs; and if it ' 
be passed. with the amendments of the com- © 
mittee I am quite sure no evil can grow out of 
it to any one. 
Mr. PATTERSON. Lask my friend from , 
Towa whether that bill is on the Calendar? 
_The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is on the 
Calendar, but is not on the printed Calendar. 
The printed Calendar is exhausted. i 
Mr. SUMNER. Why are we not proceed- 
ing with the Calendar? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator ` 
from Maine has moved to rescind the order | 
under which the Senate is now acting. j 
Mr. SUMNER. But that motion cannot | 
be made except by unanimous consent. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. ' Itisin order | h 


to make a motion to change the order under || 
which the Senate has been acting. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope my friend will allow `; 
us to finish the Calendar. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Calendar 
as printed is finished ; and if not postponed | 
till the end of this Calendar I shall. give up in | 
despair. The bills will come in every morn- | 
ing as fast as they can be disposed of. We | 
have now gone through with the Calendar as | 
printed, and I hold that the order has been |! 
substantially complied with. There are some | 
sixteen more bills reported yesterday and to-day `! 
since the Calendar was printed. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There are , 
sixteen bills on the Calendar not yet reached, 
notincluding those reported to-day. The Chair 
is advised that many of the bills on the Calen- 
dar are pension bills, that probably will pass | 
without objection. | 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I am appealed 
to on all sides to give way for various propo- 
sitions. I do not believe there is any measure 
before the Senate that compares at. all in im- 
portance with the bill which. I present to the 
Senate. I would very willingly yield to the 
honorable Senator from Iowa to pass the bill 
he proposes, but there are others behind me who | 
are just as urgent. If I can have to-day and 
to-morrow I think T can secure the passage of 
the appropriation bill; and then I do not pro- 
pose to bring up another appropriation bill for 
a week at least, during which interval of time : 
other bills, which must await action on the 
appropriation bills, can ‘be brought forward. 
I therefore feel constrained to make tkis mo- 
tion, and I ask the judgment of the Senate | 
whether I shall not be allowed to go on with 
the legislative, executive, and juditial appro- 
priation bill... i 

Mr. POMEROY, . There are several bills 
which were passed over informally, to which 
there were some amendments, not prepared at ; 
the moment, to be offered—two or three atleast | 
that I know of. I think we ought to consider 
those bills that were passed over informally, 
where the amendments have since been per- 
fected. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senate can 
recur to that order again. Senators will see 
that if I put myself on my rights I can dispose ` 
of this whole order by an objection; but I do | 
not wish to do that, : i 

Mr. POMEROY. Ido notunderstand what 
the Senator means by his rights. |! 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I have a right | 
I think that is one 


| the chairman of the Committee on Appropri- $. 


ations. I gave notice yesterday that I should į; 


‘| the Senator from Maine and the Senate. 


call it up to-day. I think under this rule I can 
exercise the right, in common with other Sen- 
ators, to object to any bill. That is all I mean. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator has the rights 
of any other Senator, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think after 
nine days spent on this docket in the consid- 
eration of private bills I have aright to ask 
the Senate of the United States to proceed to 
a bill of a general character. Thatis what [ 


i mean to say; and I have aright to interpose 


that general bill against the consideration of 


| private bills. 


Mr. THAYER. I think all conflict as to 
business can be removed, and we can satisfy 
if 
we proceed this afternoon with the Calendar 
we can reach the end of the Calendar and take 
up every case which is on it before we adjourn. 
Then I suggest that instead of dispensing with 
this order, by unanimous consent we set apart 


; to-morrow and next day or a sufficient time to 
, finish the appropriation bill which the Senator 


from Maine desires to bring up. I shall cer- 
tainly aid him in getting up that bill for ac- 
tion. We can finish the Calendar to-day, and 
then agree that the Senator from Maine can 
have the floor. Would that be acceptable to 


im? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should like to 


| finish the sppropratipn bill this week. 
ER 


Mr. THA I propose that the Senator 


= shall have sufficient time to pass the appro- 


priation bill to which he refers, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should be glad 
to have the general consent of the Senate to 
take up my bill without making my motion. 

Mr. THAYER. I prefer that this should be 
done and not dispense with the present order, 
but let the Senator have the floor on the ap- 
propriation bill for to-morrow. I suggest to 
the Chair to propose that to the Senate as an 
arrangement. - 

Mr. RAMSEY. I desire to say a word before . 
that is proposed to the Senate. The bill from 
the House of Representatives abolishing the 
franking privilege has now beena special order 
for more than two months. The House of 
Representatives, as every one knows, aro im- 

atient for its consideration here; and the 
Senate, I have no doubt, desire its considera- 
tion as well as the mass of the people. I think 
I should not be doing my duty if I did not 
object to anything that would displace that bill 
in its proper order. ; 

Mr. THAYER. Does the Senator object.to 
this proposition ? 

Mr. RAMSEY. Of course I object. 

Mr. THAYER. Ihope not. The Senator 
can perform his duty by simply stating his 
views, without making an objection. 

Mr. POMEROY. $ wish to inquire of the 
Chair whether the order that was agreed to by 
unanimous consent to proceed with the Calen- 
dar has been executed? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not 
been; but the Senator from Maine moves that 
the order be rescinded. __ 

Mr. POMEROY. Can the Senator. make 
that motion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the opin- 
ion of the Chair it is competent at any time 
to move to change the order of business under 
which the Senate is proceeding. 

Mr. POMEROY. I thought the Senator 
from Maine moved to proceed to the consider- 
ation of the appropriation bill, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Maine moved to rescind the order, with a 
view of then making a motion to take up the 
appropriation bill. The Chair will mention to 


` the Senator from Minnesota that the bill for 


the abolition of the franking privilege will not 
lose its place by this proceeding. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Iam aware that it will not 
lose its place; but when will it come up? It 
has not lost its place, and yet months have 
passed since it was made a special order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is one bill of gen- 


eral importance in regard to the accounts of 
officers of the Army and Navy on the Calen- 
dar, and which, under the rule, can be reached 
in a few moments. It is the only billin which 
I feel an interest, and I feel that interest only 
in common with every one else. If that bill 
can be disposed of now before the motion of 
the Senator from Maine is made I should feel | 
disposed then to support him. This bill to aid : 
in the settlement of the accounts of officers of 


the Army and Navy IJ think will take but a few | 
` from Massachusetts whether he thinks that at | 


minutes to read and pass. 

Mr. POMEROY. I, too, havea billthat was 
laid aside informally yesterday. When that 
is disposed of I shall be willing to vote with 
the Senator from Maine. roe 

Mr. WILSON. I suggest to the Senator 
from Maine that in one hour we can finish 
what we have on the Calendar, and we had 
better ge through with it. There are two or 
three bills that I should be very glad to have 
acted on. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator 
is of the opinion that sixteen bills can be passed 
in one hour-—— 

Mr. WILSON. Most of them can be dis- 
posed of very quickly. 

Mr. ROSS. Ivery much prefer that the bill 


called up by the Senator from Iowa [ Mr. Har- || 
ance 
amendment; and where is this to 


LAN] should be passed over for the present. I 
move that it be passed over infarmally. 

Mr. SUMNER. I supposed our object in 
adopting the order undg which we have been 
working so successfully. during the last week 
was to avoid and supersede these sterile dis- 
cussions every morning on the order of busi- i 


ness; and now I find that we are plunged in -; 


the midst of one of those very discussions. 
lament it; I deplore it. Iam sorry that my 
friend from Maine has undertaken to arrest 
the operation of an order which has. been so 
beneficent, and which I think we ought all to 
desire to see executed to the end. As soon as 
the order is completed, which ought to be 
before we adjourn this afternoon, then the way 
will be open to consider the motion of the 
Senator from Maine. aren. 
The Senate is also aware that there is a spe- | 
vial order in executive session, and I give notice | 
that I shall deem it my duty, at as early a day | 
as I can, to move an executive session, with a 
view to consider that special order; but I do 
not wish to antagonize any business committed | 
to me with the execution of this general order. 
I. hope the Senate, therefore, this afternoon : 


will proceed with the bills that remain on the '; 
` | is now act 


Dg. 2 ; 
Mr. RAMSEY, Will that necessarily dis- | 


Calendar. 


yet remain to be considered under this order? | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Sixteen. 


Mr. RAMSEY. May I ask how many bills | 


Li 


|” The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I rise to a point of order. |: 


This is all out of order. The Senator from | 


Maine has no right to submit this motion under |. 


the rule without giving one day’s notice. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair ! 
thinks it is competent to move to rescind the 


time. It was so decided by the permanent 
Presiding Officer. ue 
_, Mr. SHERMAN. The resolution itself pro- 
vides that nothing shall be in order until this 
rule is executed. Thatisa rule of the Senate, 
I merely raise the point of order in order to 
prevent debate. : 

Mr. CONKLING. Is it a rale or a resolu- 


tion? 

- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The point 
of order was made before, and it was decided 
by the permanent Presiding Officer, that it was 
always in order to move to rescind the order 
of business under which the Senate was pro- 
ceeding. . ; 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Now, I want to 
say one word in reply to the Senator from 
Massachusetts.. I have been ready to proceed 
with this appropriation bill (which is a bill of 
a public character, which affects the entire 
civil service of this country, and which involves 
about nineteen million dollars) for three weeks, 


l 


; ; priation 
order under which the Senate is acting at any || Mr., 
; motion to take up the Senator’s bill? 


i ing privilege. 


and waiting an o portunity and have waited 
here patiently for this general order durin the 
last nine days. This is the ninth day, and the 


| Senate has devoted itself during these nine 


days to the consideration of bills of a private 
character almost exclusively. We have now 
got to the end of the printed Calendar, and we 
have got almost to the end of the entire Cal- 
endar, only sixteen bills remaining, every one 
of a private character. 

Now, I submit to the honorable Senator 


this stage of the session, with all the consider- 
able appropriations behind, it is my duty to 
subordinate this bill of this public character to 


indulge the Senatein going on and considering | 


bills of an entirely private character when he 
knows, and we all know, that when this bill is 


once through, and it must go through some ; 


time, then there will be an opportunity for the 


Senate to take up and consider these other | 


bills. I know very well that if this bill goes 
over to-day I must run my chances to get it up 
to-morrow or Monday; and there is the Sena- 


‘tor from Minnesota on my back, watching for 
| the bill for the abolition of the franking priv- 


ilege, always ready to bring that up; and here 


| on my right I am appealed to to give way to 


another bill, said to be of great public import- 
for the enforcement of the fifteenth 
end if I 
yield? Ithink I will take the judgment of the 
Senate, and if the Senate say it is not proper 
to go on with this appropriation bill, of course 
I shall submit; but I will make onc effort to 
get the judgment of the Senate. 

Mr. MORTON. It scems to me that this 
special order ought now to be set aside. While 
it has done much good, I believe there are 
many bills pending before the Senate, each 
one of which is of more importance than all 
the bills which have been passed under this 
special order put together Ashas been stated 
by the Senator from Maine, they are generally 
of a private character; and while they are 
important to the -persons who are interested in 
them they are not of importance to the country. 
There are many very important bills of a gen- 
eral character that it seems to me the Senate 
should now proċeed to the consideration of. 
This order has worked long enough; it has 
done well; and it can be recurred to again after 
a few weeks, if it should be found necessary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ig on the motion of. the Senator from Maine, 
to suspend the order under which the Senate 


cial orders that have been made? 


place the s 
It will not 


affect the special orders. 


Mr. RAMSEY. Will they come up, then, ; 


immediately, for consideration? _ 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. They will, 

unless ac ea vote to take up the appro- 
ill. 


r. RAMSEY. Then itwill require another 


-The PRESIDING OFFICER.._ It.will. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I haveno oe objec- 
tion, then, to this motion, but I hope the Senate 
will take up the, bill to abolish the franking 
privilege. oo oe 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, If this mo: 
tion prevails, the first business in order then 
‘will be the bill for the abolition of the frank- 


r. POMEROY. | I suggest that this order 


be suspended, for thie purpose of considering 


the appropriation bill, and we can then resume 


| the consideration of the Calendar. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. . Of course I pur- 
pose to reach my bill by the appropriate 


motion. _.- : A ` 
Mr. POMEROY. Ifthe pending order can 


' be suspendéd temporarily, for the sake of con- 


sidering the appropriation bill and then return- 
ing to this order again—if that is the effect of 
the Senator’s motion, I will vote for it. 


THR CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| can afford to wait until Monday. 
| are on the Calendar, and I am willing to give 
‘them the benefit of the same order that the 
| others have enjoyed. 


May 4, 


Mr. RAMSEY. Would the Senator dis- 
place the bill to abolish the franking privilege? 

Mr. POMEROY. That billdoes not gointo 
effect until July. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The country is anxious to 
know the position of Senators on that ques- 


! tion. I should like to know the position of my 


honorable friend. 

Mr. POMEROY. There is plenty of time for 
that between this and July. The Senator him- 
self is not very anxious about it. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Iam, as I think the Sen- 
ator must see from what {have said this morn- 


ing. 

Sire. SUMNER. Why suspend the order? 
Why not proceed to execute it? We can finish 
it before we adjourn this afternoon, and then 
there will be nobody to complain. It seems to 
me that it is indiscreet for the Senate now even 
to consider the question of interfering with 
the execution of this order, it has gone on so 
very well; and why not carry it on to the end, 
only an hour or two longer? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. My answer to 
that is that here is a bill of high public im- 
portance demanding action, and the rest of 
the Calendar is simply private bills that can 
afford to wait until Monday. 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not know that they 
There they 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. My answer is 
that I am not willing to give them the benefit 
of the time of the Senate to the exclusion of 
a billof a public character. They are private, 
and ought to be subordinated to the demands 
of the public. 

Mr. SUMNER. There are a great many 
bills of a public character on the Calendar, as 
the Senator well knows. A ' 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. There is ne 
single bill to be considered yet that is not of a 
private character ; not one. I have examined 


them. 

Mr. SUMNER. I mean that of those we 
have passed theré are a great many of a public 
character. , i j 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. But those now 
remaining to be considered are every one of 
them of a private character. po 

Mr. SUMNER. Then let us go on and 
finish them. ATA og 

Mr. NYE. I wish to make a suggestion to 
the honorable Senator from Maine, whether, 
to get rid of this controversy, it would not be 
better to have a general understanding that 
we take up that appropriation bill to-morrow 
morning and go through with if, 

. Mr. RAMSEY. How can we 

general understanding? Mae 

Mr. NYE. What do you want to get up— 


have sucha 


|! that franking privilege-bill ? 


Mr. RAMSEY. That is just the thing. The 
Senate bas made it a special order. 
= Mr, NYE. Thereare notthree Senators on 
this floor in favor of its passing, 

Mr. RAMSEY. Isbould like to see the vote. 

Mr. NYE. . They have not courage enough 
to beat it. ie M 

.Mr. RAMSEY. I think Ishall prove by the 
vote that three fourths of the Senate are for it. 

Mr. NYE. Ihave no doubt you will have 
their votes; but they are not for it, and you 


know it. | |. i 

Mr. RAMSEY. I donot know it. | 

Mr. NYE. I suggest whether that would 
not be a faircompromise. The franking priv- 
ilege bill we can take care of in the morning. 

Mr. RAMSEY. You have been taking care 
of it two or three months. ` , Baas 

Mr. NYE. My friend mentions it every time 
there is an opportunity for fear the Tribune will 
scold him for not calling it up. [Laughter. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The ques 
tion is on the motion of the Senator trom 
Maine to suspend the arder under which the 


| Senate is now acting. 


i 
| 


1870. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3213 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If it is the gen- 
eral desire of the Senate to proceed with the 


Calendar, and by general consent and without || 


a straggle to-morrow l can go on with the 
appropriation bill, I shall yield; otherwise l 
must insist on my motion. 

Mr. NYE. Ihave no doubt you can, 

Mr. RAMSEY. Now I feel it my duty, in 
behalf of the committee that instructed me to 
report the bill abolishing the franking privi- 
lege, to ask that it shall be considered as soon 
as it comes up in order. As I stated before, 
nearly three months ago it was made a special 
order, and the country is i bg la the 
Senate does not respond to the House in 
regard to this bill. I feel it my duty, simply 
as the representative of my committee, to 
oppose the proposition of the Senator from 
Maine. His bill proposes to vote eighteen or 
nineteen million dollars out of the ‘I'reasury, 
and my bill proposes to save $5,000,000 a 
year to the Treasury. 

Mr. NYE. The country is inquiring why 
it was ever introduced. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The country has answered 
thst. A million of the people of the country 
have petitioned for the passage of the bill. 

Mr. NYE. By order of the Postmaster . 


General. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I am rather 
impressed with the idea that the Senate of the 
United States to-day would rather give its 
attention to the consideration of private claims 
than bills of a public character; and I will 
withdraw my motion, and take my chances with 
the Senator from Minnesota to-morrow. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is right; now let us 


on. 
Eo Tha PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill in 
order is the bill (S. No. 577) to provide for the 
sale of the diminished reserve and trust lands ` 


the settlement of said Indians in the Indian : 
territory. 
Mr. ROSS. I prefer that that should be ' 
ed over informally. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be | 
passed over informally if there be no objection. | 
It is so disposed of. The next bill will be read. ` 


JOUN COONAN, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill |, 1 t 
j; laid aside informally, as the chairman of the 
|i Committee on Pensions is not in the Chamber 


(8. No. 865) to increase the pension of John 
Coonan; which was read the second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It provides for an inerease of the pension of 
John Coonan, late sergeant in company A in 
the eighteenth regiment of New York cavalry, 
from eight dollars to fifteen dollarg per month, 
from the date of the passage of the act. | 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY F. PRINDLE. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(8. No. 866) for the relief of Mary F. Prindle; 
which was read the second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
the Secretary of the Interior to pay to Mary 
F. Prindle, widow of Jerome V. Prindle, late 


prvate in company H, first regiment of Ver- |; 


mont volunteers, from the 3d day of Novem- 
ber, 1861, the đate of her husband’s death, to 
the 10th day of November, 1868, the date of 
commencement of her present pension. 

The bill was reported’ to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARY LOUISE GARESCHE. - 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
S. No. 618) increasing the pension of Mary 
Louise Garesché, widow of Colonel Garesché, 
Which was reported adversely from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

. Mr. HOWELL. Let that bill be passed over 
informally, subject to be called up. j 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 

over informally. 


PENSION LAWS. 


(H. R. No. 1467) to construe. certain acts 
cited therein in relation to pensions. ; 

The Committee on Pensions reported the bill 
with amendments. . Aes E 

The amendments were, in line eight to strike 
out the words “‘ cither increasing or reducing,” 
and to insert the words “‘ to increase ;’’ in line 
nine, to strike out the word “‘ authorized,’’ and 
to insert the word ‘‘ directed ;"’ in line ten, after 
the word “ pensions,” to insert ‘nor shall said 
acts be construed so as to reduce the same ;"’ 
in line thirteen, after the word ‘‘entitled,’’ to 
insert “in excess of the rate fixed by general 
law for the rauk in respect to which such spe- 
cial pensions may. have been or may hereatter 
be granted ;’’ and also to add as an additional 
section the following: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That thia act shall 
have the effect to restore to the persons affected 
heroby any sums heretofore withheld from them by 
the construction hereinboforo prohibited. 

So that the bill, as amended, will read as 
follows: 

That neither the act of July 2, 1806, entitled “An 
act increasing tho pensiens af. widows and orphans, 
and for other purposes,” nor the act of July 27, 1863, 
entitled “An act relating to pensions,” shall be so 
construed as to inercase the amount directed to be 
paid in any special act of Congress granting a pen- 
sion; nor shall said acts be construed go as ta reduce 
thesame wheneversuch acts üx definitely the amount 
of pension to which the person therein named shall 
be entitled in cxcoss of the rato fixed by gencral 
law for the rank in respeet to which such special pen- 
sions may havc beon or may hereafter bo granted. 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That this act shall 


have the effect to restore to the porsons affected 
hereby any sums heretofore withheld from them by 


. the construction hereinbefore prohibited. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Iam very much in favor 

of that bill, but have some doubt as to the 
‘amendments. The bill was amended to pre- 
vent a construction of the act which reaches 


to my attention, but I do not see the chairman 


‘| of the Committee on Pensions in the Chamber. 


I do not wish to delay the bill. 


Mr. THAYER. Let it be laid aside fora ` 


short time until he comes in. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not want to object 
to it. 

Mr. THAYER. Nor do J, but I would like 
to look into it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 


: at this moment. 
MARY M. BUTTS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


: (S. No. 867) granting a pension to Mary M. . 


' Butts; which was read a second time, and 
: considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 


the name of Mary M. Butts, widow of Joseph | 


Butts, late a private in company G, of the 


: seventh regiment of Maryland volunteers, upon ' 


. The next bill on the Calendar was the bill || 


of the Kansas or Kaw tribe of Indians, and for ` 80me of the pensions some of which were called _ 


| the pension-rolls, and to pay her a pension at | 


ing from the date of the passage of the act. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


: reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ANNA B. SNIDER. 


i (H. R. No. 1886) granting a pension to Anna ~ 


: B. Snider; which was considered as in Com- |: 
ii mittee of the Whole. 


| i : 
i The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
i 


The Secretary. of the 
| Interior is directed by the bill to place on the 
peonon fali, subject to the provisiong and 
| limitations of the pension laws, the. name of 
Anna B. Snider, mother of Henry Snider, late 
| a private in company I, tenth Ohio cavalry, at 
the rate of eight dollars per month, from and 
after the passage of the act. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
! amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
, the third time, and passed. . 
REUBEN GRINDLE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was 


|. the rate of eight dollars per month, commenc- passed over informally. 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third | 


“the bill | 
(S. No. 868) for the relief of Reuben Grindle; | numbered 15645, 


| 


which was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It directs the 
` Secretary of the Treasury to issue to Reuben 
| Grindle, of Castine, Hancock county, Maine, 
three new five per cent. United States bonds, 
two of $100 each, and one of fifty dollars, 
redeemable after February 28, 1874, of the 
numbers hereinafter specified, so soon as proof 
shall be exhibited, to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary, of the destruction of three bonds of 
the loan and value above mentioned, num- 
bered 27525, 27526, and 2866, if Reuben Grin- 
dle shall give bond with sufficient security to 
indemnify the United States against any other 
` claim on account of the bonds alleged io be so 
. destroyed. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for athird 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HORACE TYLER. 


` The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 869) for the relief of Horace Tyler. 

The Secretary read the bill. It directs the 

parmont hy the Secretary of the Trersury to 

Torace Tyler, of New Orleans, of the State 

of Louisiana, the sum of $46,410 42, in full 

satisfaction for all work done by him, or by 
his authority, on the bar at the month of the 

Sonthwest pass of the mouth of the Missis- 

sippi river, under and by virtue of a contract 

entered into between him and Brevet Licuten- 
ant Colonel M. D. McAlester, of the date of 

5th November, 1866. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. How much is the amount 

appropriated by the bill? l 
_. The Secretary. Forty-six thousand four 

hundred and ten dollars and forty-two cents. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to hear 
the report in that case. 

Mr. KELLOGG. It is a good claim. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It may be; but I should 
like to hear the report. 

Mr. KELLOGG. There is a report, I be- 

| lieve, on file. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill was 
| reported by the Senator from West Virginia 
|| [Mr. WILLEY] from the Committee on Claims. 
| Mr. WILLY. Has the report been printed? 
: ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
|; has not yet received it. He has sent for it, 
|! however. The bill will be passed over until 
i| the report can be found, if it is printed. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator from West Virginia if the report 
is not printed? Is it in manuscript yet? 

Mr. WILLEY. [understand from the Chair 
that it is printed and will be here in a moment. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I ask that the report be 
: sent for. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The manuscript 
has been sent to the printing office, and the 
report has not yet been returned in print. 

Mr. WILSON. Then let the bill be passed 
over informally. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 


UNITED STATES EXPRESS COMPANY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
S. No. 870) for the relief of the United States 

Xpress Company. 

The Secretary read the bill. It directs the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States 
to issue and deliver, or cause to be ‘issued and 
delivered, to the United States Express Com- 
pany, a joint stock association, having its prin- 
cipal place of business in the city of New York, 
duplicates of the following described bonds, 
heretofore issued in pursuance of the several 
‘acts authorizing them, which original bonds 

were destroyed by fire on the New York and 
' Erie railroad on the 30th day of January, 1866, 

while in the possession of the express com- 
pany for transportation, namely: of United 
‘Btates six. per cent bonds, commonly de- 
scribed as five-twenties, issued in pursuance of 
an act of Congress passed June 80, 1864, ten of 
the denominations, respectively, -of $500, and 
16646, 12276, 12285, 12281, 


3214 


THE CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


May 4, 


ee hg es a he oh oe a Be SS SS 


12278, 4581, 7128, 10080, 12279; of United 
States bonds, commonly known as five-twen- 
ties, issued in pursuance of the act of Congress 
of March 8, 1865, two of the denomination, 
respectivei of $500, and numbered 11946, 

947. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is also required 
to issue and deliver, or cause to be issaed and 
delivered, to the United States Express Com- 
pany duplicates of all the coupons attached to 
the originals of the foregoing bonds, except 


those that were due and payable previous to |, tlead 
` and shall receive the salary and commissions 
allowed by law to such collector, or the allow- jj 


January 30, 1866. Before the issue of dupli- 
cates of the bonds the United States Express 
Cempany are to execute and deliver, or cause 


to be executed and delivered, to the Secretary | 


of the Treasury such bond of indemnity as 
shall be approved by the Secretary of the 
Treasury upon the issue of the duplicates of 
the bonds. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there areport in that 


case? 

The VICEPRESIDENT. The report made 
by the committee has been sent to the printing 
office, and has not yet been returned. 

Mr. WILSON. Let the bill be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
passed over. 


FAMILY OF JOHN A. RAWLINS. 


The next business on the Calendar was the 
joint resolution (H. R. No, 158) for pay of 
one year’s salary to the executors of reneral 
John A. Rawlins for the benefit of his family ; 
which was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It directs the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to pay to the executors of the estate of | 


General John A. Rawlins, late Secretary of 
War, for the benefit of his family, one year’s 
salary as Secretary of War, less the amoant 
paid to him as salary prior to his death. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate withoutamendment, ordered to a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 


. ARMY AND NAVY ACCOUNTS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S. No. 459) to authorize the settlement of the 
accounts of officers ofthe Army and Navy; which 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to authorize the proper account- 
ing officers of the Treasury, in the settlement 
of the accounts of disbursing officers of the War 
and Navy Departments arising since the com- 
mencement of the rebellion and prior to the 
20th of August, 1866, to allow such credits for 
over-payments and for losses of funds, vouch- 
ers, and property as they may deem just and 
reasonable, when recommended under author- 
ity of the Secretaries of War and Navy, by the 
heads of the military and naval bureaus to 
which such accounts respectively pertain. The 
accountsof military and naval officers, whether 
of the line or staff, for Government property 
charged to them, may be closed by the proper 
accounting officers whenever, in their judg- 
ment, it will be for the interest of the United 
States so to do, where such accounts origin- 
ated prior to the 20th of August, 1866. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that this bill was reached on the Calen- 
dar, but at the suggestion of the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. SuerMan] was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance for examination, having been 
provini reported by another committee. It 

as since been reported back by the Committee 
on Finance, and is now again reached on the 
Calendar. , , 
Mr. WILSON. I hope it will be put upon 
its passage. i i i 
the bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 
PAY OF DEPUTY COLLECTORS. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(8. No. 617) to define the intent of an act 
entitled “An act to allow deputy collectors of 
internal revenue acting as collectors the pay 
of collectors, and for other purposes,” ap- 


! amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third |: £ ; 
i; indefinitely postpone. 


| lector, 


proved March 
as in Committee of the Whole. The bill de- 
clares the true-intent and meaning of an act 
approved March 1, 1869, entitled “An act to 


allow deputy collectors of internal revenue | 


acting as collectors the pay of collectors, and 
for other purposes,” to be that any deputy 
collector of internal revenue who has per- 


formed, or may hereafter perform, under au- | 
thority of law, the duties of collector of inter- |: 


nal revenue in consequence of any vacancy 
in the office of collector, shall be entitled to 


1, 1869; which was considered | 


ance in lieu of salary and commissions allowed | 


by the 


is authorized to make to the said deputy col- 


: lector such allowance in lieu of salary and 
commissions as he would by law be author- | 
| ized to make to the collector. 


The deputy | 


collector is not to be debarred from receiving | 
the salary and commissions, or allowance in | 
lieu thereof, by reason of the holding of an- | 


the time for which the deputy collector acts as 
collector; but all payments to the deputy col- 


' other Federal office by the collector during | 


Mr. WILSON. What committee does that | 


bill come from? 


l! aver? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It was reported l Mp. WILLIAMS, Yes, sir. 


by the Committee on Finance. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
AMENDMENT OF BANKRUPT LAW. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


i (H. R. No. 886) to amend an act entitled “An 


act to establish a uniform system of bank- 
ruptey throughout the United States,” ap- 
proved March 2, 1867; which was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill was re- 
ported by the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. TRUM- 
BULL, | from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. POMEROY. Reported adversely. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; it is reported 
favorably, with an amendment. I hope it will 
be acted upon. : 

The Secretary read the bill. It: provides 
that the jurisdiction conferréd upon the su- 
preme courts of the Territories by the act to 
which this isin amendment may be exercised, 
upon petitions regularly filed, by either of the 
justices while holding the district court in the 


i district in which the. petitioner or the alleged 


| tice thereof as is conferred upon the circuit | 


courts of the United States over proceedings | was passed over. Itis the bill (H. 


the second section of the act of 1867.. The | to provide for furnishing artificial limbs to dis- 


bankrupt resides, and the several supreme 
courts are to have the same supervisory juris- 
diction over all acts and decisions of each jus- 


in the district courts of the United States by 


Secretary of the Treasury to such col- | 
and that the Secretary of the Treasury | 


| lector are to be upon duly audited vouchers. |i 


second section of the bill provides that in | 
case of a vacancy in the office of district ; 


judge in any district, or in case any district 


jadge shall from sickness, absence, or other 


isability be unable to act, the clerk of the 
district court of such district shall be author- 
ized and empowered by leave or order of the 
circuit judge of the circuit in which such dis- 
trict is included to make, during such disabil- 
ity or vacaney, atl necessary rules and orders 

reparatory to the final hearing of all causes 
in bankruptcy. 

The Committee on the Judiciary reported 


the bill, with an amendment to strike out the | 


second section. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. It 
was ordered that the amendment be engronsed 
and the bill reada third time. The bill wasread 
the third time, and passed. 

RULES OF EVIDENCE, 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 


in certain cases. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill was 
reported by the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
TRUMBULL] from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary adversely. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
postponement. 

Mr. SUMNER. What are those cases? Let 
the bill be read. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That in actions, suits, and pro- 
ceedings, by or against the executors, administrators, 


I move its indefinite 


' heirs-at-law, or next of kin, of a deceased person, or 
; by or ugainst any person whose interest in or claim to 
i the subject-matter of the controversy has been ac- 


quired directly or indirectly from a deceased person, 
neithera party nor thevendoror assignor of the sub- 
ject-matter of the controversy, nor any person who 

asalegal or equitableinterest which may be affected 
by theeventof the action, suit, or proceeding, shall 


! be allowed to testify for any party as to any transac- 


‘' tionor conversation with or statement by the testator 
‘or other deceased person, unless called to testify 


thereto by the opposite party. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That this act shall 
apply to actions, suits, and proceedings in tho courts 
of Jaw, equity, anfi admiralty. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the bill will be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I object to its indefinite 
postponement. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Oregon has risen to debate the motion. 


! Does the Senator desire the bill to be passed 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over. That has priority of the motion to 


MARY LINCOLN. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. No. 1950) granting a pension to Mary 
Lincoln. oe fe 

The Secretary read the bill. It proposes to 
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Mary Lincoln, widow of Abraham 
Lincoln, deceased, late President of the Uni- 
ted States, on the pension-roll, at. the rate of 
$3,000 per annum from and after the passage 
of the act. ; ae 

Mr. TIPTON. Iask that that bill be passed 


over. 
Mr. SUMNER. Will not the Senator allow 
us to vote upon it? : 
.- Mr. TIPTON. I will: not. The chairman 
of the Committee on Pensions is absent pre- 
paring his report in that case. `, o. 
ARTIFICIAL LIMBS: TO SOLDIERS. 1: 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that the Calendar is now exhausted. 


i There are fourteen or fifteen bills that have 


been informally passed over in the progress of 


‘ the Calendar. 


| For artifieial legs, 


Mr. WILSON. I desire to call agan rash 
. Ne. 


abled soldiers. 
“The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 

Massachusetts calls up a bill-which was passed 
over informally. The Secretary will report the 
bill, subject to objection. 

The Secretary read the title of the bill. 

TheVICE PRESIDENT. Thereisanamend- 
ment offered by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Sawyer] pending. The Secretary 
will report the bill'as it was amended on a pre- 
vious day in the Senate. . 

The SecrETARY. ‘The bill has been amended 
to read as follows: 


Be it enacted, &e., That every soldier who was 


| disabled during the late war for the suppression of 
-the rebellion, and who was furnished 


by the War 
or apparatus for 


Department with an artificial limb, 
a new limb or 


resection, shall be entitled to receive 


‘apparátus as soon after the passage of this bill as 


the same can be practicaily furnished, and at the 
egpiration of every fiye years thereafter, under suo 
régulations as may be prescribed by the Surgeon 
General of the Army. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That 
dier who losta limb during the late war, 


every sol- 
but from 


‘the nature of his injury was not able to use an arti- 


ficial limb, and consequently received none from 


(8. No. 886) prescribing the rules of evidence |; the Government, shall be entitled to receive, tze 


at the following rates, namely: 


money value thereof, 
H seventy-five dollars; for arms, 


yy nial ns eet: NS Etec ee 


1870. 


fifty dollars; for fect. fifty dollars; for apparatus 
for resection, fifty dollars. E 

Src. 3. Andbe itfarther enacted, That the provisions 
of this aet shall be extended to soldiers of the Mex- 
jean war who lost limbs in said war, and to euch sol- 
diers as lost limbs in the war of 1813, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from South Carolina has offered an amend- 
ment tothe bill, which is now pending, and it 
will be read. ; 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to add to the end of the third section the 
following proviso : 

Provided +s act 
extended to ae A Aeda a oF ‘i 
war with Mexico, who aided and abetted tho cause 
ofthe late rebellion, 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question, 
aud declared that the ayes appeared to have it. | 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask for a division, 

and I will make one remark. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. So few Senators 
bave voted that, the Senator from Delaware 
having risen to debate it, if there is no objec- 
tion the Chair will regard the question as not 
having been put. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, sup- 

se itto be true that a man in the war of 
1812 volunteered to fight the battles of his 
country, fought them bravely, fought them well, 
did all that could be required of him as afaith- , 
fal soldier. Did not the country acknowl- 
edge then, would you not acknowledge now, 


| 


that the country owed such a man a debt of |, 


gratitude? Then suppose it to be true that in 
the late struggle between his section and the ` 
opposing section he did what you believe to be 
wrong; that he gave aid and comfort to the 
sectioun of the country to which he belonged. 
Does the subsequent wrong done by him re- 
lieve you from the obligation of discharging a 
just debt? Just as well might you say, if you ` 
owed a man in the southern States a sum of | 
money houorably, and he held your obligation : 
for it, that simply because he gave aid and 
comfort to southern forces you would not pay 
sour honest debts. I call the attention of the . 
Senate to this question as a question of sound | 
morality. How does a subsequent error dis- - 
charge you from the performance of a debt of | 
gratitude and a debt of honor? I will not sa 
anything farther on this subject; but su 
morality as that strikes me as more than ques- 
tionable. 
Ar. SAWYER. Iam rather indifferentabout |; 
thisamendment. I offered it rather to make the il 
legislation of the country in regard to these |: 
matters harmonious than for any other reason. f 
I do not suppose as a matter of fact it will | 
afeet a dozen men in the country, probably || 
not half that namber. Bat it is well known | 
that every soldier in the United States who | 
aided and abetted the rebellion, and who prior 
to the occurrence of that event was on the | 
Pension-rolls, has had his name stricken from || 
those rolls, and that to-day the United States 
18 paying no pension to a man who before the 
War enjoyed it, unless he can prove that he 
Was not an aider and abettor of the rebellion. 
Ifthe country bas been able up to this time to 
allow its sense of justice, if such be the sense 
Which is to be affected by this kind of bill, to 
sleep frown the war of 1812, and the Mexican 
war down to this time in these cases, it does 
seem to me that the participation of these men 
in the late rebellion gives no particular reason 
for giving them wooden legs or arms. 
h ave no special objection to giving these 
alf dozen or dozen men arms or legs which 
might be feund to be needed if this amend- 
ment were not attached to the bill; but it 
ya be entirely inharmonious with the rest 
of the legislation of Congress on this subject. 
€ passed a bill the other day to pay those 
Ten in the southern States who took the cen- | 
a in 1860; but we insisted upon a proviso 
} at they shonld prove their loyalty during the 
ate rebellion, There is a law on the statute- 
k which forbids the payment of any claim 
80y southern claimant or any claimant hav- 


_ that the action of Congress heretofore 


` at this time for mak 
i: whole legislation of Congress for the last ten 
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| 
ing a cause of claim that arose before the war | 
unless he can prove that he was loyal during | 
the war. Now, why shall we in a bill of this : 
kind make an exception to the general current |; 
of legislation on this subject? I, perhaps, might | 
agree more nearly with my friend who has just ‘' 
taken his seat on this question on abstract 
rinciples than he is aware of; but we have 
egislated in the opposite direction in every 
other case. Why in this particular case should 
we. violate the current spirit of the legislation 
of the last ten vears ? 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President—— 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I will not continue 


_ this debate, but as—— 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Massachusetts first addressed the Chair, if he 
insists on the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. I will simply say to the 


` Senator from South Carolina that this amend- 


ment has no possible connection with the bill. 
It is unnecessary. This bill only applies to 
soldiers who were disabled during the late war 
for the suppression of the rebellion, not for 
the men of any other war. 

Mr. SAWYER. I beg the Senator’s pardon ; 
the bill has been amended to include the sol- 
diers of the war of 1812, and of the Mexican 
war. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. On the motion of 


; the Senator from Indiana and some other Sen- 
‘} ator the soldiers of the two preceding wars - 


were included. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. As I remarked, I will : 
not continue this debate. I will only suggest | 
to the honorable Senator from South Caro- ° 
lina that if it be true that he agrees with mein 
the abstract principle he does not answer his | 
own private views or my suggestion by saying 

as been 

in a contrary direction. Ifthe action of Con- 
pes heretofore has not been right ia principle 
suggest to the Senator that it is better to 


` come back to the principle, even if it should 
` disturb the harmonious action of the legislation 


of Congress and the symmetry of its record. 
Mr. SAWYER. I did not mean to convey : 

to the Senator an absolute acquiescence in his | 

views about the abstract justice of this matter. 


haps sapposed ; but I saw no particular reason | 
ing an exception to the | 


years on this subject. There may come a time, ; 
in my opinion, when Congress will have a dis- f 
position to pay for services rendered to the 
Government even though the person rendering 
such service may have subsequently committed 
faults in the eye of the Government. But let it 
be upon some general panyipie. and not pick 
out a half dozen cases here’ and there. 

Mr. MORTON. I hope that time will not 
come very soon. . If it is proper to buy wooden 
legs for persons who engaged in the late rebel- | 

i 
1 


lion it is proper to pension them. It involves 
the same principle; and allow me to say that 
that is the direction, in my opinion, in which 
the Democratic party is drifting. I was not; 

resent the other day, but I read the debate 

etween my colleague [Mr. Prarr] and the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. McCreery,] in 
which the Senator from Kentucky moved to 
strike out the word “‘ loyalty” from a bill which 
provided for the payment of claims for prop- 
erty taken during the late war, so that rebels 
could be paid for property taken by our Army, 
as well as loyal men. That is on the same 
principle and isin the same direction. Idoubt | 
not my honorable friend from Kentucky ex- 
pressed the sentiment of his party in Kentucky 
in making that motion. I believe that the 
Democratic party of the South would desire 
to strike out the word “loyalty,” and that 
rebels along with Union men should be paid 
for their property. 

One argument used by my friend from Ken- 
tucky was that it would conciliate and tend to 
bring about harmony and restore the era of 
good feeling. Well, sir, if it would conciliate 


| lieu of either. 
‘| I said we might be nearer together than he per- |. 


| port measures here just as I think 
88 duty calls upon me; and I woul 


| into power. 


and restore the era of good feeling to pay 
rebels for their property taken by our Army in 
putting down their rebellion, then to pension 
the rebel soldiers and put them on the same 


i footing with the Union soldiers would also be 


a conciliatory measure, and would go further, 
perhaps, than anything else torad, restoring 
the era of good feeling! If that would have 


. that effect, then go one step further, and pen- 


sion the widows and orphans of rebel soldiers 
and put them on the same footing with the 
widows and orphans of Union soldiers! Can- 
not the Senator see that that would do more 
than any other measure that has been proposed 
toward restoring the era of good feeling? 
Now, sir, as | have before remarked, if we 
may provide wooden legs for persons engaged 
in the late rebellion, we may pension them; and 
if we may pay the claims of rebels, and put them 
on a footing with the claims of loyal men, we 
should pension the rebel soldiers and put them 
on a footing with the loyal soldiers, and pen- 
sion their widows and orphans. Sir, that is the 
direction and the drift of the Democratic party. 


' Bring that: party into power, and almost the 


first step it would take toward the restoration 
of good feeling would be to put the rebel sol- 
diers and their widows and orphans upon the 
same footing with loyal soldiers, their widows 
and orphans. 

Mr. McCREERY. I willremark, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that the bill proposing to pay for forage 


‘and commissary stores taken by the Army 


during the war is not before the Senate for 
conailerstion at this time ; neither is there any 
proposition before us to pension the soldiers 
engaged in the sonthern cause during the rebel- 
lion. The simple proposition before us, as I 
understand it, is to furnish wooden legs to 
such poor cripples as may have been maimed 


, and deprived of their means of locomotion 
i during the war. 


If there is any poor man, 
whether he fought under the stars and stripes 
or the stars and bars, reduced to that situa- 
tion by reason of his participation in this war, I 


: am willing, as a representative from Kentucky, 


to put him on his feet again, and give hima 
wooden leg, ora wooden arm, or fifty dollars in 
I cannot understand why the 
peenema seems so much opposed to striking 

ands with these men. The war is over; it is 
time we had peace, and as I said before I would 


- take the step I have indicated. Nor am I to 


be singled out and cried down for any view I 
entertain on this or any other subject. I sup- 
proper and 
, 88 I said 
before, give to any of these men a wooden leg 
or a wooden arm, I do not care which side he 
was engaged on. ` 
Mr. SAULSBURY. There is one thing I 


, have observed as occurring in this body when- 
' ever the honorable Senator from Indiana riseg 


to address it. Although he preserves good 


| temper and advocates with a greatdeal of force 


and a great deal of ability his views, yet he 


: cannot, for the life of him, address the Senate 


upon any subject whatever, however important 
or however trivial, without referring to the 
Democratic party and what it would do if it got 
From what I had heard in this 
Chember and read in the Republican papers I 
was inclined to think that at least the honora- 
ble Senator and his party thought the Demo- 
cratic party was dead. If it is dead why do 
you not let it sleep? Why upon all occasions 
do you refer to it in the debates in this body? 
Why do you scent danger in the distance ?. 

r. President, I wish to suggest to the hon- 
orable Senator, when be presumes to speak as 
to the intentions of the Democratic party if it 
should get into power, and what it would do, 
that I io not know who has made him ac- 
quainted with the intentions ofthat party, Ido 
not think heisa member of our political church. 
I have never met him either in political love- 


| feast or class-meeting; and I do not think that 


heis in a situation to be able to speak for that 
organization or for its members. If the Sen- 
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ator will only devote his great abilities to the 
reservation of his own party, without suggest- 
ing anything i 
cratic party will do, I think he will find that he 
will have enough to do. 
Sir, when the Democratic party comes into 


in reference to what the Demo- | 
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| the progress of the Calendar; 


power, as it will in the course of time, it will © 


announce its own policy through its own organs. 
‘The Seuator’s party, although shaping its legis- 


lation and enacting its measures with a view ` 
toa perpetual existence, is bound to give way 5 . 
o] 


some other party must take its place ; and that 
will be the party which made the country what 
it is, and kept it what it is, the old Democratic 
party. I hope my friend will confine himself 
in fature to the expression of views as to the 
purposes and gbjects of his own party. Iam 
perfectly satisfied that he is ac uainted with 
them, and I wish he would tell us full 


all 


about them, all that they design, and not keep i 


anything back. He will pardon the suggestion 
that he is in no situation, from association or 
otherwise, to know our purposes and our 
designs. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I will— 

Mr. HARLAN, I rise to a question of 
order. I think the original understanding was 
to consider bills that could be considered with- 


a view to being called up before this order was 
disposed of. 

he VICE PRESIDENT. That was not so 
stated. They were passed over informally, 
and some of them have been reached during 
but the Chair 


thinks the rigorous order under which the Sen- ' 
€ ate has been acting has now exhausted itself, ; 
« the foot of the Calendar having been reached. 


The Senator from Iowa is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STEWART. I move to pass over the 
special order, the bill to abolish the ranking 
privilege, with a view of reaching the secon 
special order, the bill to enforce the fifteenth 
amendment. 

Mr. HARLAN. I of course am willing to 
agree to that, for it is my motion with the ex- 
ception of the latter_clause of the honorable 
Senator’s motion. I desire it to be passed 
over with a view of taking up the bill for the 
sale of the Osage Indian land 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of | 
| The bill is objected to. 


the Senator from Iowa was to postpone the 


present and all other orders for the purpose | 
i of considering the bill he has named. Ifa 


| division is demanded, the first question will be 


; on the postponement, and the next on taking |! 


| up the bill he has indicated. 


out discussion, or with discussion not to extend : 


` motion. 
Mr, WILLIAMS. I ask the Senator if he 
‘ will not allow a bill to be taken up which was 


over five minutes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. HARLAN. [object to the further con- 
sideration of this bill. 

Mr. MORTON. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw his objection for a moment. 

Mr. THAYER. ‘This igs rather an interest- 
ing diversion, and I hope the Senator from 
Iowa will allow the debate to proceed. 

Mr. HARLAN. I know it is interesting ; 
but L am very anxious to get at several bills 
which I have referred to before, but have failed 
to get considered qn account of the desire of 
the Senate to execute its order with regard ta 
the Calendar,. I am. not willing that this dis- 
cussion shall go on.. If the Senate can come 
to a vote on the pending bill I am perfectly 
willing to agree,to that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
from Iowa makes the point, the Senate will 
pass from the further consideration of the bill. 


Mr. HARLAN. I do make it, unless a vote 
t 


can be taken without further discussion. 
` ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
does make the point, and the Senate passes 
from the consideration of the bill. It is not 
now before the Senate. The bill abolishing 
the franking privilege is now before the Sen- 


ate, the Calendar having been concluded, and ` 


that being the first special order. 
Mr. HARLAN. I move to postpone all 
pre orders with a view to taking up Senate 
ill No. 529. 
Mr. MORTON. _I object. 
The VICE PRESID 
Indiana objects. 
Mr. HARLAN. A majority of the Senate 
can take up the bill, ` 
Mr. THAYER. 


I rise to a question of 
order. 


Is it not now in order to take up those 


bills which have been laid aside informally? 


cM 
$ The order of the | 
Senate, under which they have been acting | 


Was not that the understandi 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


some eight or nine days, was that no other busi- 
ness should be transacted. until the Calendar 
was gone through with. The Calendar has been 
one through with, The bills passed over 
informally have to be called up by unanimous 
consent the same as all other pills, 
Mr. THAYER. Are they subject to an 
objection? _ Pe La 
The VICE PRESIDENT. They have been 
passed over, and the order having been exe- 
cuted, the Senator from Iowa moves to take 
np another bill. at 
- Mr, THAYER, They were passed over with 


T. TheSenator from | 


tion. It seemsa a 
be excluded from the operation of the orin i 


Mr. RAMSEY. I ask for a division of the 


passed over informally on the Calendar? It is 
a 


bill in relation to a railroad that runs out | 


west of Iowa. I believe all the railroad bills . 
` have been passed pretty much with this ezee 


little hard thatthis bill shou 


‘ while all other bills of a similar nature shoul: 


be pene 
r. THAYER. Was that laid aside in- 
formally? - / 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes, sir; it was passed 
over. Itis Senate bill No. 477, reported by 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. Pomeroy] from 
the Committee on Public Lands. 
_ Mr. THAYER. I should like to submit this 
uestion to the Chair for information : what do 
we gain by having a bill laid aside informally 
if we are deprived of the right to call it up 
before this rule of proceeding with the Calen- 
dar is dispensed with? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair ruled 


|! on several days when the present occupant was 


in the Chair, that during the execution of this 
order bills which were passed over informally 


could be taken up, although they had been | 


passed over informally, before the conclusion 
of the Calendar. They were subject to be 


called up the next day. Some were laid over | 

| decide that the bill to abolish the franking 

Bat when the foot |: 

of the Calendar was reached the operation of | 

the. order ceased, in the opinion of the Chair. 4 
Mr. THAYE 


until the next day for the purpose of obtaining 
some farther information. 


R. Then some of us were act- 
ing under a a E We ought to 
have called up our bills before the last one on 
the Calenđar was reached. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
have called up the bills passed over informally 
if no Senator had risen to another question 
for the transaction of other business. The 

uestion now is on the motion of the Senator 
rom Iowa. The bill to abolish the franking 
privilege is regularly before the Senate. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I hope the Senate will pro- 
ceed with the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On that question I am 
disposed to stand by my friend from Minne- 
sota, and get that troublesome question out 
of the way if posaible. No one will want to 
diacuss it, especially as it has been stated in 
the Senate to-day that there only two or three 
Senators here in favor of the bill, while a large 
majority will oppose it. On the face of that 
statement I should like to havea vote on the bill, 
go as to dispose of it and get it out of the way. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Iowa withdraw his motion ? 


OBE. 


Mr. HARLAN. I cannot do so; and if the 
Senate will pardon me I will state a reason 
which I think will be suflicient to control the 
judgment of every member of the Senate. On 
these Osage lands there are now settled, I 
suppose, over twenty thousand white people, 
A large part of the Indians are still on the lands, 
‘The Indians and whites are commingling there. 
There is danger of absolute conflict between 
the Indians and the white people, so great a 
danger that the Government has sent, as I 
understand, two companies of United States 
troops there to preserve the peace. Every- 
body knows that it costs the Government about 
a million dollars a year to keep on foot a regi- 
ment of soldiers. That is about a thousand 
dollars for each soldier kept on foot. To keep 
two companies of troops on these Osage lands 
to preserve the peace will cost the Government 
at the rate of not less than $200,000 per an- 
num, besides running the risk of bloodshed. 

Mr. MORTON. Is this debate in order? 


Mr, HARLAN. Itis competent for a major- 
ity of the Senate, as I understand the Chair 
has ruled, to take up the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A majority of 
the Senate can postpone the present and all 


other orders, special orders included, and pro- 
ceed to the consideration of any bill that is 
. moved by a Senator who obtains the foor, 


The Senator from Iowa moves to postpone the 


' present and all other orders for the purpose of 


considering the bill providing for the sale of 
the Osage Indian lands. The Senator from 


| Kansas demands a division of the question. 


| an inquiry. 


| If the first part of the motion should be voted 


down, the bill to abolish the franking privilege 
will be before the Senate as the special order. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I move to amend the 


motion—— 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not amend- 
able. That has been repeatedly decided in the 


Senate. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to make 
I wish to know if the motion to 
pos pone prevails, whether a motion will then 
e in order to proceed to the consideration of 
the legislative and executive appropriation bill? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be, if 
the latter part of the motion of the Senator 
from Iowa, to proceed to the consideration of 
the other bill, fails; but it has been repeatedly 
ruled in the Senate by the predecessors of the 
present occupant of the chair that a motion 


| to proceed to the consideration of any bill is 


not amendable. It is an independent motion 
standing by itself, and to be, acted upon by 


itself and not subject to amendment. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I understand the Chair to 


privilege is now before the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

‘Mr. RAMSEY. Anda proposition is made 
tosetitaside? | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first part 
of the motion of the Senator from Iowa is to 
postpone the present and all other orders, and 
if that. prevails the second part is to proceed 
to the consideration of the bill in relation to 
the Osage Indian lands. The question is on 
the first part of the motion of the Senator fram 


Iowa. ; 
_ Mr. STEWART, Í should like to inquire, 
if the motion prevails what will be before the 
Senate—the bill of the Senator from Iowa? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The latter part 
of the motion of the Senator from Iowa wi 
then be before the Senate, to be decided in 
the affirmative or negative, If that should 
fail, then a motion to proceed to the consider- 
ation of any other bill would be before the 
Senate, to be decided by a majority vote. 
‘Mr. HARLAN. ask for the yeas and nays 
on my motion; for I want the responsibility 
put upon, the Senate and not on myse f for 
any bloodshed that may grow out of the delay 
in acting on this bill. , 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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Mr. SUMNER. I wish to mention a reason | 


v, personally, I do uot desire that the Sen- 'i 
ye proceed with the franking billto-day. 
[have given notice of a substitute, and I did 
not expect that it would be proceeded with to- 
day. and | am not ready to consider it. . It is 
a substitute presenting a series ol amendments 
to our whole postal system, on which I wish 
two speak. As I say, I am not ready now, 
Therefore I hope the bill will not be pressed 


day. 

Mtr RAMSEY. The Senator will observe 
that itis now nearly four o'clock, and we shall 
not progress very far with it to-day if we take 
up. 

$ Me SUMNER. Then why take it up? If 
we are going to transact any business to-day 
let it be that of the Senator from Lowa, or let 
us begin on the appropriation bill. 

Mr. STEWART. Or on the bill to enforce 
the fifteenth amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. I suggest to the Senator 
from Minnesota that he withdraw his opposi- 
tion and let the bill of the Senator from lowa 
bə called up. We can dispose of it to-night 
and have it out of the way, and then the Sen- 
ators bill will come up. 

Mr. RAMSEY. If there could be a general 
understanding to that effect [ would not object. 

Mr, WILSON. This is a very important 
bill, and it should be disposed of. The inter- 
ests of peace, order, law, and justice demand it. 

Mr. STEWART., Ia it any more important 
than the bill to enforce the fitteenth amend- 


ment? 

Mr. WILSON, The bill of the Senator from 
Iowa is very important just now, and it can 
p ably be disposed of in twenty minutes. 

Mr. MORTON. They are all important. 

Mr. POMEROY. The bill to which the Sen- 
ator from lowa refers has been read, and it is 
on’y necessary to take the vote on its passage. 

Tbe VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
odjection the Chair will again submit the ques- 
tion to the Senate on the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Towa. 

Mr. HOWE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. : 

Mr. HOWE. I want to say one word iu jus- 
tiication of the step I have taken. I certainly 
do not wish to prejudice or delay the bill urged 
by the Senator from Iowa. I concede that there 
are very few bills on the Calendar which ought 
to be passed at all that ought not in strict pro- 
prety to be considered as early or earlier than | 
the bill which stands now’a special order. But 


this Congress has been so long abused upon the | . 


allegation of its utter insincerity ; it has so long 
been held up to the country as holding out 
merely the hope, making the pretense of a pur- | 
pose to repeal or to abolish this privilege, as 
they will have it, of franking letters and frank- |; 
ing books and franking newspapers, that if it | 
is possible to rebut that allegation I want it | 
done, I want that done as an act of justice to | 
ourown characters. We have character enough 
letto be worth preserving. Weeannotafford | 
to discount any more of it; and Ido not know | 
of any better way to take eare of thas kttle relic | 
ttaa to just bring this matter to an issue; and | 
therefore I want a vote of the Senate an that || 
question, i sali 
‘In SUMNER. I desire to observe that Í | 
Onot think we shall benefit our characters 
much by sacrificing the public business; and 
that I understand is the proposition which my 
friend from Wisconsin now sustains. Here 
are public interests represented by my friend 
ie lowa, represented by my other friend, 
e Senator from Maine, and now by the | 
venator froma Nevada. I am for considering 
ta measures, each of them, before I con- | 
ser a measure merely to take care of my 
character, 
feos i HOWE, Well, Mr. President, I con- | 
‘that Í could not recommend the Senator |; 
tom Massachusetts to postpone anything for $ 


e pur ose f . . S H 
ad I E of taking care. of bis character, 


ave not so profound a regard for my |; 
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own. as to propose to sacrifice the public busis. 
ness for the purpose of taking care of it. 
Mr. RAMSEY. This is public business. 


Mr. HOWE. I propose to discharge all my | 


duties to the public, and I conceive that one 
of them is to pass this bill. 
to sacrifice any other méasure. 
sit here until the ist of December next, if it 
be necessary, to consider every measure. The 
only question now is whether we shall act upon 
this Lill, which we have put at the head of the 
Calendar. We have given it that place. 
did so when we were professing a desire to 
pass it. We have been told over and over 
again that we were making believe. 
know whether we were or not. For one, I 
was not; and when I voted to place it there 
I voted to place it there becanse | wanted itto 
pass. I have struggled for the passage of this 
bill whenever I have had an opportunity to do 
it. Idid it inthe last Congress. 1 propose to 
do it now. I suppose the Senate is in earnest 
in concurring with the House. Let us pass 
this bill, and then we can take up the bill of 
the Senator from Towa. 


the Senator from Jowa must be, and then all 
the bills of the Committee on Appropriations, 
and the bill represented by the Senator from 
Nevada, and every other bill, when that notice 
is given to the country, there is some ground 
for thinking that we have been making believe 


_all this time. 


Mr. HARLAN. I desire to say one word 
in the way of appeal to the honorable Senator 
from Wisconsin. If his wife ard children were 


. living under the shadow of savages, and likely 
to be massacred any day when he might leave | 


them without the protecting shelter of his own 
arm, would he think it more important to pass 
a bill that would not take effect lor two months 
than to provide for their relief? That is the 

recise condition in which thousands of people 
iving on these Osage lands are to-day. The 
President has been compelled to send United 
States troops there with a view of protecting 
the white people who have crowded on to these 


lands. The Senator knows very well, and every | 


citizen knows, that it is not the intention that 
the franking privilege bill shall take effect until 
the 1st of July next, two months in the future. 
There will be ample.time to pass it, if it is in- 
tended, indeed, by the Senate that it shall pass. 
Mr. WILSON. There is no doubt of its 
assage. 


Mr. HARLAN. I suppose it will be passed 


: when we shall have an opportunity to vote > 
; On it. i 

Agaiti, if these Indians are to be moved they | 
: ought tobe moved in time to plant their crops. | 
Two months hence corn planted will not ma- |: 
tare. If this bill is to be passed, if they are to | 
be lifted out from the white peopleand sent to || 
their own country, it ought to be done within | 
; the next thirty days. i 


the effect of which will be to save human life, 


! when they know that these Indians ate at the 


very point of striking the white people who 


are commingling among them, when they know |; 


that the lives of the women and children are 
at stake and involved in this issue? 
Mr. HOWE. In answer to the appeal of 


: my friend from Iowa, allow me to say with all 


sincerity that, as far as I know myself, if my 
wife and children were in thatimminent danger 


|i to which he has alluded I should not stop to | 
pass either of these bills; and I am further |. 
: inclined to think that if my wife and children 
| were in that imminent danger I should not 
: have sat here very contented 

while we have been considering and passing | 


ly for two weeks 


private bills. But inasmuch as those women 


4 


I do not propose | 
I propose to 


I do not. 


‘than it has. 


But when this bill is | 
proposed to be postponed upon a notice, first, | 
that before it can be considered the bill of - 


dar, I do not know bat that they may stand it 
while we consider the bill which now stands at 
the head of the Calendar of special orders. 

Mr. HARLAN. The Senator intends that 
as a reflection on me. The Senator knows very 
well, or he may know if he wiil look at the 
Globe, that this is not the first appeal I have 
made to the Senate to take up this bill. 

Mr. HOWE. I did not intend any word I 
uttered to be a reflection on the Senator from 


eal Iowa, and | do not think he can contend that 
Ve 


any such reflection was contained in anything 
I said. f 
Mr. YATES. I rise simply to speak a word 


. óf comfort to my friend from Wisconsin. I 


think his character will not suffer much more 
(Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOWE. That is poor comfort. 

Mr. YATES. He thinks we should have con- 
sidered the bill for the abolition of the franking 
privilege long ago. I have a sort of secret 
desire, satisfaction, that the press of the coun- 


` try shall go on abusing Senators because they 


do not want the bill abolishing the franking 
privilege taken up; but we know, as a matter 
of fact, that that bill will bave nearly every 
vote inthe Senate. It has not been delayed 
except for pressing and important measures. 
l think the best policy would be to have an 
understanding sih the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads that 
he may call up that bill on Monday, or some 
other day next week, and let these other meas- 
ures be passed in the mean tine. 

I have always been for the abolition of the 
franking privilege ever sinċe boyhood. I re- 
member an instance which may be of some 


| service to my friend, the Vice President, in the 


chair. It goes away back to the days of my 
boyhood, when the Vice President of the Uni- 
ted States franked a package to his wife in 
Kentucky; and when it was opened, or the 
package was broken or worn off at the corners, 
there were revealed a nice black silk dress and 
other private and public documents [langhter] 
from the Vice President to his wile. The Sen- 
ators from Kentucky will remember the eir- 
cumstance very well. We who were then boys, 
and fought for Clay against Jackson and Van 
Buren, and ROET against the Vice Presi- 
dent, Colonel R. M. Johnson, remember that 
fact. Whatthe present Vice President, in the 
abuse of the franking privilege, may have sent 
we do not know—whether a primer, ora book, 
or something of that kind to some of the young 


: Schuylers whose feet patter around the cabin 


doors away out in the Hoosier State. These 
things may have occurred; bat He and all of 


: us will be fot the immediate abolition; of the 


franking privilege. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads is not 
uneasy. He would just as soon you wouid 
take this bill up next week as take it up now, 
because he knows that he has the votes to pass 
it. Scarcely a man here will raise his head to 


| vote against the abolition of, not the. franking 

Is it necessary that I should stand here and | 
appeal to the American Senate, after they have | 
passed through the regular order, and have |: 
` executed it, to take up this bill and paés it, 


ivilege, but, against a tremendous burden to 
imself and a nuisance to the country. 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, as we have 


| but a few moments left, and as the passage of 
| the franking privilege bill seems to be assured, 
| I hope by commoa consent, withoutany oppo- 
| sition, the Senate will allow the taking up of 


the Osage land bill and passing of it to-night. 
We can pass it in a few moments I am conti- 
dent. I asktinanimous consent to take up the 


bill. - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatot 
froin Massachusetts asks unanimous consent 
to take up the Osage Indian bill. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none. 

r. CAMERON. [Í rise for a moment to 


| ask a question of the Senator from Hlinois. 
| He stated a historical fact about which I have 
‘| some doubt. 


I was under the impression that 
the Vice President of that day had no wife. 


| How isit? He says he franked a package for 
and children, whoever they are, could tolerate | 
our spending two weeks on the Private Calen- į 


his wife. i 


Mr. YATES. I will reply to the Senator if 
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he haa no objection. As he makes no dis- 
tinction of color now [laughter] I need say 


of this unanimous consent will be on the posi- 
tion of the pending onen 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will still leave 
it at the head of the Calendar as the first spe- 
cial order. The Chair hears no objection to 
the suggestion that the bill moved by the Sen- 
ator trom Iowa be taken up. 


OSAGE INDIAN LANDS. 
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no more. | U È 
Mr. HOWE, I want to know what the effect ` September 


i 


NAL GLOBE. 


Osage tribe of Indians a just and fair compensation 
for horses stolen from them by white citizens of the 
United States since the ratification of the treaty of 

20, 1865, to be ascertained wy the agent of 
said tribe and the superintendent of Indian affairs, 
who shall make a careful and thorough examination 
of each case within six months after the passage of 
this act, and report the same to the Secretary o 


' hat the whole amount to be paid for such claims 


shall not excecd $40,000; and if theamount of claims, 
established as hereinbefore provided, shall excee 
said sum, the said sum of $40,000 shall be paid pro 


` rata, and be accepted in full satisfaction. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, : 


proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 529) to 
provide for the sale of the Great and. Little 
Usage Indian reservation, in the State of Kan- 
gas, anù for the settlement of said Indians in 
the Indian territory. 

‘The Committee on Indian Affairs reported 
the bill with amendments. 

The first amendment of the committec was 
in section one, line eleven, to strike out 
‘¢31,600,000," and to insert ‘' $2,000,000 ;’? so 
as to read: 


That the United States shal} assume the absolute 
control end ownership of all the lands known as the 
Great and Little Osage reservation, in the State of 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section [seven] 
eight, line four, afler the word tt determine’ 
to insert ‘‘from time to time.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in section [eight] 
nine, line two, to strike out ‘ $1,600,000” and 
ingert ‘‘ $2,000,000.” 

Mr. POMEROY. That will be rejected 


_ now, of course. 


Kansas, including all lands in said State ceded tothe | 


United States in trust, by article second of the treaty 
between the United States and said Indians, con- 
clnded September 20, 1865, as well us the so-called 
diminished reservation, tor which the said Indians 
shall be allowed and paid the sum of $2,000,000. 


Mr. POMEROY. I hope the committee 
will not press that amendment. The Indians 
agreed to take $1,600,000, and why make the 
amount $2,000,000? I hope the amendment 
will not be concurred in, because it is $400,000 
more than the Indians themselves asked. 


Mr. HARLAN. I shall not press it. My | 


poran judgment concurs with that of the 


onorable Senator from Kansas, but a majority ; 


of the committee thought $2,000,000 ought to 
be given. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment was in the same sec- 
tion, line twenty-one, before the words ‘‘ per 
cent.” to strike out ‘five’ and insert ‘four ;’’ 
go as to read: 


The residue of said $1,600,000 shall be placed to 
their credit on the books of the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States and bear interest at the rate of four per 
cent. per annum, to be com 
the approval of this act, said interest to be payable 
semi-annually. 


Mr. HARLAN. That amendment should 
not be concurred in now. 


other. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment was in the same sec- 
tion, line twenty-four, after ‘‘one hundred”? 


The amendment was rejected. 


The next amendment was in line five of the 
same section, after the words ‘in section 
two,” to insert ‘and section four.” 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the same sec- 
tion, line twenty-seven, after the words ‘‘ high- 
est bidder,’’ to insert ‘at not less than $1 25 
per acre.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the same sec- 
tion, line thirty-one, after the words ‘second 
section,” to insert ‘‘ and fourth section.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


_ The next amendment was to strike out in 
line thirty-two ‘'$1,600,000’’ and to insert 
“$2,000,000.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This will be 


regarded as disagreed to, following the others. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. It appears to me this 


: bill ought not to be amended as it has been, 
- and in the Senate I shall move to restore 


| 


t $2,000,000"’ instead of ‘ $1,600,000.” 
‘The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be in 


i| order when the bill is reported to the Senate, 
i| and the other amendments will follow the first 


to insert ‘‘and twenty-five’? so as to read, 


‘tthe interest on $125,000 shall be paid for 
the support of schools in said nation.” 

Mr. HARLAN. Both that and the next 
amendment ought to be rejected. 

‘The amendment was rejected. ' 

The next amendment wasin line twenty-six, 


000 shall be paid in cash for national pur- . 


poses.” 

Mr. POMEROY. Thatamendment should 
also be rejected. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment was at the end of sec- 
tion three, to insert ‘‘ which payment, when 
accepted, shall be held tobe a full payment of 


all such claims;’’ so as to make the clause . 


read: 


That if the amount of just claims shall exceed the 
sum of $40,000, the said amount of $40,000 shall be 
divided pre rata among thedifferent claimants whose 
claims shall have been cstablished and allowed, 
which payment. 
full payment of a!l such claims. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


four the following: 
Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall 


- paid to the members of the Great and Little | 


< the bill read in fall as it stands. 
. what lengthy bill I know, 


uted from the date of . 


if agreed to. 

The next amendment wasafter the word ‘‘in- 
terest,” in line thirty-three of section [eight] 
nine, to insert ‘including in such estimate the 


` proceeds of the sales of the so-called Osage 


| trust lands which h d bef 
Me POMEROY, It ought to fall with the | the approval of this act;”” 80 meatus Delte 


the approval of this act ;’’ so as to read: 


And after the United States shall have received 
from the proceeds of the sale of said lands, over and 
above the cost of the survey and sale thereof, the 
amount provided for in the second section and fourth 
section of this act, and the said sum of $1,600,000, 
with accrued interest, including in such estimate the 

roceeds of the sales of the so-called Osage trust 

ands which may have accrued before the approval 


of this act, the residue of said lands shall bo disposed 


, of as other public lands. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next and last amendment of the com- : 


! mittee was to add the following as an addi- 


to insert ‘and seventy-five’? before “‘thou- ` tional section: 


sand ;’’ so as to read, ‘‘the interest on $375,- | 


Suc. 10. And be i further enacted, That there be, 
and is hereby, created an additional land office in 


the State of Kansas, to be located as centrally as : 


practicable in the part of said Osage lands which 
may be from time to time brought into market. And 


the said lands, including diminished reserve and trust | 
lands, shall constitute a separate land office district ; | 


and the said land office shall be so conducted as to 


: enable the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 


, to keep 


when accepted, shall be held to bea |. 


aseparate and distinct account of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of said lands from the proceeds of 
the sales of other lands. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I should like now to have 
It is a some 
but it is a very im- 
portant one and involves a large amount of 


© money. 
' Mr: POMEROY. There are some amend- 
The next amendment was to insert as section | 


the call for the reading of the bill until those | 


ments that I wish to move. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Very well; I withdraw 


amendments are acted on. 


> 


tho | 
Interior for his approval or disapproval : Provided, . 


! right I shall not move them. 


, hereby does.” 

| Mr. HARLAN. I have no objection to that, 

| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Ihave objection. 

. I want the amendment explained. 

| Mr.POMEROY. I want the time fixed at 

: the passage of this act at which the Govern- 

' ment does assume the control and ownership 

' of these lands. The bill provides that the Uni- 
ted States shall doit at some time in the future; 
but I want it done now. If the Senator objects 
to the amendment, I shall not delay the passage 
of the bill by insisting upon it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
important question 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Doesthe Senator 
from Kansas withdraw the amendment? 

Mr. POMEROY. I withdraw it. Without 
this amendment, however, it is an open ques- 
tion at what time the Government assumes 
control. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the amend- 
ment is withdrawn [ will not consume time 
upon it now. 

Mr. POMEROY. I withdraw it, because I 

: do not wish to delay the passage of the bill. 
The next amendment I wish to offer is in line 


It raises a very 


government. I suppose there can be no objec- 
tion to this amendment. 

| Mr. HARLAN. The word “nation” has 
: been used in their treaties from time to time. 
' The treaty is with the Great and Little Osage 
| nation of Indians. I do not know, however, 
:j that the amendment is at all material. 

| Mr. POMEROY. It seemed to me like 


"| 
| 


|| dignifying them to call them a nation; but of 
| course it is merely a technical matter. If the 
l Senator objects I will not move the amend- 
ment. 
| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not see 
| the propriety of the amendment. 

| Mr. POMEROY. Very well; I withdraw 
i| it. The next amendment I wish to offer is in 
` gection six, line three, after the word ‘‘ being” 

to insert ‘¢an Indian and.’ It nowreads: 

If any individual belonging to said tribe of Indiany 
or legally incorporated with them, being the head 
of a family, shall desire to commence farming, dc. 

wish it to read ‘being an Indian and the 
head of a family.” 

/ Mr. HARLAN. I have no objection to that. 
| Mr. POMEROY. I do not think white 
| people ought to go and get adopted into the 
| tribe and then have the benefits of the tribe. 
i| This amendment confines it to Indians. 

'| The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY. Insection seven, line four, 
there is a misprint. It reads ‘‘ carrying into 
effect the fourth section thereof.” As the bill 
is now amended that ‘‘fourth’’ should be 
4t fifth.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amend- 
ment will be made as a matter of course, it 
being rendered necessary by the incorporation 
of a new section as section four. 

Mr. POMEROY. Then in the sixth line of 
the eighth section I wish toinsert “and by the 
| surveyor general of the proper land district;’’ so 

as to aa & shall be surveyed under the direc- 
tion of the Commissioner of the General Lan 
Office and by the surveyor general of the proper 
land district, as other public lands are sur- 


veyed.” , 

Mr. HARLAN. Ido not know that that 18 
necessary. If the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office can manage to survey this 


i 
i 
Í 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
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t a less rate mile, as he has done in 
ae other cana rac not see why he should 
not be allowed to do 80. 

Mr. POMEROY. And as he has not done 
i ral other cases, too. 
in reTARLAN.. T shall not object to the 
amendment if the Senator persists in 1t. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have seen contracts let 
at rates higher than those established by law. 
The Commissioner has these surveying con- 


tracts let at the rates fixed by law; but the | 


work may possibly be done for less. 
Mr. HARLAN. I will not object to the 


© Santa Fé, New Mexico. 


of Kansas, via Lawrence. The Atchison, Topeka, | 
and Santa Fé Railroad Company shall, within twelve ; 
months from the passage of this act, and each and 
every year thereafter, constract and equip twenty- | 
five miles of its railroad from Topeka, vin Emporia, | 
crossing the Arkansas river on the lands herein ; 
authorised to be sold, to the southern or western - 
boundary of said landa, in the general direction of 

The Lawrence and Neosho | 
Valley Railroad Company shall, within eighteen 

months after the passage of this act, and each and 

every year thereafter, construct and equip twenty- 
five milesof its railroad from Lawrence in tho direc- 
tion of Emporia until a junction with the Atchison, 

Topeka, and Santa Fé railroad is made. The Mis- ' 
souri, Fort Scott, and Santa Fé Railroad Company ` 


© shall, within eighteen months from the passage of 


this act, and each and every year thereafter, con- 


_ struct and equip twenty mites of its railroad, until 


amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. l 
Mr. POMEROY. I have one more amend- 


ment to propose. a e 
amended to provide for a new land district. 
The amendment which I now offer is merely 


The bill has already been — 


|! 


w provide for the appointment of a register |: 


and receiver for the land district already pro- ; 


vided for in the bill, as the committee’s amend- 
not does not provide for the appointment ot 
the officers. This amendment is to add to the 
last section of the bill as it now stands: 

And there shall be a register and a receiver ap- 
pointed, as provided by law, for the aforesaid land 
office; and they shall perform like duties and receive 
the same amount of compensation as is provided by 


law for the registers and receivers of other land 
offices in the State of Kansas. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Iowa desire action now on the amend- 
ments reported by the Committee on Indian 
Affairs to the preamble of the bill? 

Nr. POMEROY. I think the preamble 
might all be stricken out. 

Mr. HARLAN. I have no objection to the 
whole preamble being stricken 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


T i 
the preamble | 


its line is constructed and equipped from Fort Scott, ; 
Kansas, to a junction with a railroad running west- 
ward on the said lands. The Union Pacific Railway 
Southern Branch Company shall, within eighteen 
months from the assage of this act, construct and 
equip its railroad fron unction City or Fort Riley 
to its point of intersection with the line of the Leay- 
enworth, Lawrence, and Galveston railroad in the 
Neosho valley. The Leavenworthand Topeka Rail- 
road Company shall, within eighteen months from 
the passage of this act, and each and every year 
thereafter, constract and equip twenty-five miles of 
its railroad from Leavenworth to Topeka, Kansas. 
And said railroad companies shall, after the oon- 
struction of their said roads, or any part thereof, 
always transport for the United States all mails, ' 
troops, munitions of war, and supplies for troops or 


, for ndian tribes, at the same rates as are or may le 


will be regarded as stricken out if that course | 
be not objected to. The Chair hears no objec | 


tion, and it is stricken out. 

Mr. ROSS. I laid upon the table some time 
sgo an amendment intended to be offered by 
me to this bill as a new section. I now offer 
the amendment, and ask that it be read. 

The amendment was read, as follows : 


And be it further enacted, That the Leavenworth, 
Lawrence, and Galveston Railroad Company, the 
Awhizon, Topeka, and Santa Fé Railroad Company, 
the Missouri, Fort Scott, and Santa Fé Railroad 
Company, the Union Pacific Railway Southern 
Branach Company, the Leavenworth and Topeka 
Railway Company, and the Lawrence and Neosho 
Valley Raiiroad Company, (corporations duly or- 
ganized under the laws of the State of Kansas,) 
shall have the right to purchase the aforementioned 
lands, except the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections, 
reserved for school purposes, on the following terms 
and conditions, to wit: the Lea 


fon, Topeka, and Santa Fé Railroad Company, may 
each purchase five sixteenths of said lands by each 
baying $31,250 in eash, and each executing and deliv- 
ering its bond for the further sum of $468,750; and 
the Missouri, Fort Seott, and Santa Fé Railroad 
ompany, and the Lawrence and Neosho Valicy 
road Company may each purchaso one eighth 
ofeaid lands by each paying $12,500 in cash, and each 
executing and delivering its bond for the further 
fam of $187,500; and the Unien Pacific Railway 
athern Branch Company, and the Leavenworth 
and Topeka Railway Company may each purchase 
one sixteenth of said lands by each paying $6,250, 
and each executing and delivering its bond for the 
farther sum of $83,750, Each of said companies shall 
make its said cash payment and execute and deliver 
is said bond to the Secretary of the Interior within 
Dinety days from the passage of this act; and the 
nd of each company shall+be for tho payment of 
esum named to the United States, in ten equal 
Samual installments, with interest, payableannually, 
th the rate of five per cent. per annum, from the date 
ereof ij and if either of said companies shall fail to 
Payto theSecretary of the Interior in fall said hand 
payment, or any pant of the principal or interest of 
a bond, within thirty days rom the date when the 
gne becomes due and payable, it shall not beentitled 
hereafter to receive any partof said lands or of the 
Proceeds thereof, as hereinafter provided, The Leav- 
coworth, Lawrence, and Galveston Railroad Com- 
Malt shall, within three years from the ratification 
„bis treaty, (or within one year after a railway 
a geshall have been constructed across the Kan- 
as river at or near Lawrence, for the use of said 
avenworth, Lawrence, and Galveston Railroad 
ompany,) said company, its successors and assigns, 


“ail construct, or permanently control for its use, | 


ini operate a continuous line of railway from Fort 
Venworth to the southern boundary of the State 


i, necessaril, 


: extension of such time. e 
families and citizens of the United States, or mem- 
bers of any tribe at peace with the United States, who ‘| 


; residing thereon as bona fide settlers, shall have the 


rescribed by law for similar transportation on tha 

nion Pacific railroad. A failure on the part of 
either of said companies to construct an 
its line within the time specified above shall work a 
forfeiture of all its rights under -this act, except to 
lands patented to it as hereinafter provided, unless 
the President, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, for good cause shown, shall consent to an 
All persons being heads of 


partof the said Osage reserva- 


h settled on an 
vig he date of the passage of this act 


tion, and are att 


ge from the date 


ereof, of purchasing from the United States one 


privilege, at any time within one 
h | 


andred and sixty acres, at $1 2 per, sere; to be | 
bod p sub- | in Pi y 
es prnsticabie then.” required to be built by it, such other company shall 


selected in a compact 1 
divisions, and to include, as far as practicable, the im- 
provements of each settler; all of said lands, except 
such as shall be purchased by settlersat$1 25 per acre, | 
as hereinbefore provided, shall, in parcels, as may be 


' necessary, be appraised after survey, subject to.the 


approval of the Secretary of the Interior, by three 
disinterested appraisers, to beappointed by him, who 
shall each be paid for services and expenses not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars per day, for the time actually and 
occupied in the duties of such appraise- | 
any of said lands not claimed by settlers | 


ment; an 


| may bereappraised, at the request of the company or ': 
; companies interested, at the expiration of every two |! 


venworth, Lawrence, | 
and Galveston Railroad Company, and the Atchi- ; 


years: Provided, That no timber land shall ever_be |' 
appraised higher than £7 50 an acre; and prai 
land, lying within ten miles of the located line of 


: either of said railroads, higher than five dollars an 


' acre; and no prairie Tend lying more than ten miles , 


from euch leented line, higher than $2 50 an acre. | 
Whenever any section or sections of not less in all’ 
than twenty-five miles of either of said railroads shall 
have been constructed and equipped, and notice 
thereof given to the Secretary of the Interior, heshall `; 
ascertain by the report of three disinterested com- 
missioners, to be appointed by him, whethersuch sec- , 


i tion econ pleted aad equipped asa good and eficient i 


i 


i paid not more than ten dollars per day, and neces- 


: ments, and inspections shall be paid by théSecretary 
' of the Interior out of the 


railroad; and if eatisfied of that fact heshall accept ' 
such section. Each of such commissioners shall be 
gary traveling expenses during the time actually 
occupied in traveling to and from and inspecting i 
such section. All expenses of such surveys, appraise- | 


roceeds of sales of the 
lands to settlers, or out of the hand payment made ' 
by the said companies, and shall be appropriately 
charged to the respective companies, and reimbursed 


i by them at the next payment of interest or princi- | 


pal of said bonds, or, when said bonds shail have | 
een paid, shall be reimbursed from the proceeds of | 
sales of said lands to settlers. All of such lands | 
except such as are settled upon and shall have been 
purchased as hereinbefore provided shall be and 
remain open to settlement, preémption,and pur- 
chase, as follows: any head of a family, havin 
made such settlement on said lands as is require 
of pretéimptors, may purchase, at the land office of 
the proper district, a quarter section, or less, in legal | 
subdivisions, to include his improvements, by pay- 
ing one half of the appraised value of the land 


| claimed in cash, within one year from the dateof . 
! such settlement, and the balance within one year | 


after such first payment: Provided, That no such ; 
préemption or parchase shall include, more than 
forty acres of timber land: And provided further, : 
That the lands of the reserve shall not be open to 
such settlement or preémption until after the date, 
to be fixed by the Secretary of the Interior, for the; 
selection by the Osages of their lands in severalty, 
as hereinafter provided. The proceeds of all salesto i 
settlers, after deducting therefrom amounts charge- - 
able to the said companies, shall be credited to them | 
severally, pro rata, as payments on theamountsnext | 
thereafter falling due on the principal or interest of |. 


section of : 


| 
| 
it 
1 
| 
iI 


no prairie `i- 


their reapective bonds. When the wholeof the bond 
and intcrest and proportion of expenses due from 
either of said railroad companies shall have been 
fully and punctually paid as herein provided, and 
when the whole of the lines of ratiroad herein 
required to be built shall havo been completed, 
equipped, and accepted, as herein provided, the Sec- 
retary of the Interior shall eause to be selected, re- 
served from sale and patented to each company, its 
due proportion in average valuo of all the lands 
herein authorized to be sold, which at that date re- 
main unsold to settlers; and shalt also pay over to 
each company its proportion of any proceeds of sales 
to settlers remaining. or accruin:, to its credit after 
its bond and interest and expenses have been fully 
paid, as aforesaid: Provided, That no patent shail 
issue to any such company for any land on which 


. part payment has been made bya settler, unless such 
settler shall fail to make final payment when duc; 


and the Secretary of the Interior, for good cause 


' shown, may extend the time for final payment by 


any settler: And provided further, That cach patent 
issned to such company shall contain the condition 
that the lands therein conveyed aball be sold by said 
company within five years from the date thercor, 
and in default of such sale the lands so patented 
shall revert to the United States, to be sold in trust 
for the benefit of the Osages. And no patent shall 
issue to any grantee of such company. If either or 
any number of said companies fess than the whole 
shall forfeit its or their right of purchase, as herein- 
before provided, the other company, or either or all 
of the other companies, which shall have perfurmoud 
all the requirements hereof, may, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Interior, within sixty days 
from the date of such forfeiture, (and notice thereot 
given by the Secretary of the Interior to all of said 
companies,) assume all the obligations herein im- 
posed on the company or companies forfeiting, and 

e entitled to all the rights and privilege: forfeited, 
subject to allthe conditions herein prescribed. Butin 
case such forfeiture occurs, and no other company is 
so admitted to the privileges forfeited, then the Sec- 
retary of the Interior shall sell the lands to which 
such company would have been entitled under the 
provisions hereof to actual settlers, at such appraise- 


j! ment as he shall approve, and on the terms of pay- 


ment bereinbefore prescribed ; and after deducting 
the proportion of exponses of survey and appraise- 
ment which would haye been otherwise chargeable 
to such company, shall invest the proceeds for tho 
benefit of the Osages, as hereinbefore provided, If 
either of said companies shall consolidate with, or 
assign its franchises to, any other company legally 
anthorized to construct the line of railroad herein 


be subrogated to allthe rights and obligations under 
this act of such company herein named: And pro- 
vided also, That the said Osage Indians shail have 
the right to select lands in severalty on the said res- 
ervation, not theretofore selected and occupied by 
settlers, to the extent of one hundred and sixty acres 
for each head of a family, and eighty acres eaeh for 
all other persons, belonging to the said tribe, and 
the same shall be patented to the person so selecting, 
or to his or her guardian, if a minor or incompetent, 
the lands so seleeted and patented to he inalienable, 
except by the consent of the President. Allmoneys 
paid to the United States for the said lands shall be 
applied, on the hand payments herein required, to 
the eredit of the several companies signifying their 
acceptance of these propositions, and in the propor- 
tions hereinbefore indicated. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I offer the following 
amendment to the amendment, to be added 
to it: : 

Provided, That the said several sums shall in tho 
aggregate amount to alarger sum of money thancan 


be obtained for said lands at public sale in quarter 
sections after the same shall have been fully adver- 


| tised under the direction of the Secretary of the In- 


terior: And provided further, That the Secretary of 


. the Interior shall report to the next session of Con- 


gress that the above proviso has been faithfully com- 
plied with. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator irom Dela- 


, ware to the amendment of the Senator from 


Kansas. 
The amendment to. the amendment was 


` agreed to; there being, on a division—ayes 23, 


noes 21. 

Mr. ROSS. I should like to have the yeas 
and nays on that proposition. Ido not; think 
it was the intention of the Senate to agree to 
that. a ite ainei E e 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kansas calls for the yeas and nays on'the amend- 
ment to the amendment. i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Letme suggest 
to the: Senator that he can have the yeas and 
nays in the Senate after the bill shall have been 
reported from the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ROSS. Very well; I withdraw the call 


ow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamendment 
to the amendment is agreed to; and the ques- 
tion recurs on the amendment of the Senator 
from Kansas as amended, pS tat 


n 
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Mr. HARLAN. I hope that will not be 


a ag 

r. BUCKINGHAN. The object of the 
amendment is entirely different from the object | 
of the original bill. It proposes to take the 
lands from the Indians at twenty cents an acre | 
and pass them over to railroad companies who ` 
will sell them for a much larger amount. 
hope the amendment will not be adopted. 


r. ROSS. So far as the objection of the - 


Senator from Connecticut is concerned I do | 


not think it will avail. He is willing that.the 


Government shall pay the Indians twenty cents |: 


an acre for these lands, and get title at that 
price. I donot sup 
to make a speculation out of these lands; but - 
if it is to do so, I do not see why it should be 
any worse for a railroad corporation than for 
the United States to engage in such business. 
This amendment which I have offered is one 
of very great moment to the State of Kansas. 
Jt tends to perfect a system of railroads in 
that State which will give to it a high degree 
of prosperity. Representations have been 
made that the people of the State and the 
people on these lands are opposed to this 
method of disposing of them; but that is a 
mistake, as I know from my own observation 
and association with the people. The Legis- 
lature of the State of Kansas has asked tor 
the adoption of this proposition by a vote of 
five or more to one; and I know from associa- 
tion with the people on these lands that they 
desire that some such method of disposing of 
them shall be adopted. What they want there 
is railroads. They are living one hundred or 
one hundred and fifty or two hundred miles 
from railroads, and they find that ia.that con- 
dition of things they cannot get along with any 
degree of profit or make any great progress; , 
and this is the only way.yet offered by which 
they can get railroads. 

Tf the Senate has paid attention to the read- | 
iog of this amendment it will have seen that 
there is no monopoly in it. ‘Every acre of the 
land is to be appraised, and the limit of the 
appraisement is fixed according to its quality. 
The people, of whom some twenty thousand, 
as stated by the Senator from lowa—and Í 
think he is correct—are now living on the lands, | 
have the right under this provision of purchas- | 
ing their homesteads at $1. 25 an acre. That | 
is all they ask. They are perfectly willing that | 
the rest of the land, or its proceeds, should 
be devoted to the construction of railroads; | 


and it is just as well it should go to them as to | 


the Government, because if it does not go to | 
them it will go to the Government and become | 
a matter of speculation to the Treasury. 

This relieves us of the payment of $2,000,000 | 
from the Treasury, which I think -is a great | 
advantage to the proposition. In addition to | 
all that, the corporations are compelled by this.’ 
provision to dispose themselves of every acre | 

| 
l} 


of the land within five years after the eonstrac- | 
tion of the railroads, whieh will be not more | 
than six or seven years from this time, if as | 
long. Failing to do so‘the lands revert to the | 
Government and are to be sold for the benefit | 
of the Indians. So that there ia no possibility 
whatever of its becoming to: any extent a land | 
monopoly, but it will secure the building of 
railroads in our State, which we need, which 
every person living in a border State knows we | 
do need, and without which we can never enjoy 
that degree of prosperity which we desire and 
aught to have. oF oe ; 

iMr. EDMUNDS. I am quite satisfied that 
we cannot finish this bill to-night, and there 
are some matters that ought to be considered 
in executive session, of routine, to be sare, but 
important. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. 
Tai HARLAN. I think we can pass the 

ill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS.. . There is no hope of it. 

Mr. HARLAN. Let us try it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. | The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Vermont. 


| 


ethe Government means . approved. 


The motion was agreed tö; ånd the Senkte 
roceeded to the considetation of executive 
usiness; After sometime spent in executive 
session, the doors were reopened, and the 


|| Senate adjourned. Tr 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
- Wepxespay, May 4, 1870. 


The House met at eleven o'clock a. m. 
ing by Rev. GEORGE P. Van Wyck, of New 
ork. 


,, objection. . 


The Journal of yesterday was read and | 


WAGES OF SEAMEN. . 

Mr. BUFFINTON,,. by nnanimous consent 
reported back from the select Committee on 
the Causes of the Reduction of American Ton- 
nage a bill (H. R. No. 1720) to repeal the pay- 
ment of extra wages upon the discharge of 


` seamen, and for other purposes; which, with 


‘ Committee on 


_moved that the motion to reconsider.be laid ; 
| on the table. 


l| Terry, in any way relating to 


apers, was referred to the: 


accompanying 
p evision of the Laws of the | 


United States. 
JOHN C. ABERCROMBIE. 


On motion of Mr. McCRARY, by unani- | 


mous consent, the bill (S. No. 759) granting a | 
pension to John C. Abercrombie was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. ; 

Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was referred ; and also 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
“ LEVEE AND DRAINAGE COMPANY. 


Mr. WELLS, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Railroads and Canals 
a bill (H. R. No. 1954) to incorporate the 
Mississippi Valley Levee and Drainage Com- 
pany; which was read a first and second time; 
recommitted, and ordered to be printed. . 


MAIL STEAMERS FOR THE GULF. 


Mr. WELLS ‘also, by unanimous consent, 
reported from the select Committee_on the 
Causes of the Reduction of American Tonnige 


a bill (H. R. No. 1955) authorizing mail steam- | 


ship service in the Gulf of Mexico between the 


port of New Orleans, Louisiana, and certain | 


ports in the republic of Mexico; which was 
read a first and second time, recommitted, and 
ordered to be priated. 


COCHECO RIVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
`” Mr. ELA, by unanimous consent, submitted 


| the following resolution ; which was referred to 


the Committee on Commerce: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of. War he instructed 
to cause a survey and report.to be made of the esti- 
mated cost.of removing the obstructions to naviga- 
tion in the Cochcoo riverat Dover, New Hampshire. 


MILITARY ADMINISTRATION IN GEORGIA. _ 
_ Mr. LAWRENCE, by unanimous consent, 
submitted.the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: me 
` Resolved, That the Secretary of War:be, and is, 


—— 


The SPEAKER. ‘The resolution is not beforg 
fhe House.. ` AaS 
Mr. BECK. I would like to know who 


objects.. = ”: . 

The SPEAKER. Several gentlemen; among 
others the. gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. 
SHANKS.}] t 

Mr. BECK. . Then T call the regular order, ` 


"and É shall insist on that from now till this 


House adjourns on the 4th of July next. 
- Mr. SHANKS.. That does not change my 


NINTH CBNSUS. 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the consideration of the report of the com- 
mittee of conference upon the disagreeing votes 


: of the two Houses upon the census bill. 


: bill of the House, and agree to t 


| to providefor their future, 


The-report was read, as follows: 


The committee of conference appointed by the 
Senate and House. of ‘Representatives upon ihe 
disegres ing votes of thetwo Houses on the bill (H, 
R., No. 1595) to amend an act entitled “An act pro- 
yiding for the taking of thoseventh and subsequent 
censuses of the United States, and to fix the number 
of the members of the Houseof Representatives, and 

apportion mont among the 

several States,” approved May 23, 1850, having met, 

after a full and free conference have agreed to recom- 

mend and dorecommend to their respective Houses 
as follows: ; ; : 

That the Senato recede from itpomendment tothe 

o said. House bill, 


' with the following amendment, namely: 


Striko out all after the cnacting clause and insert, 


` as follows: 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


directed to furnish to this House copies of all reports | 


in detail made by Brevet Major General Alfred il. 

r Gourgia, not already, 
communicated to either branch of Congress. 
- Mr. BECK asked unanimous consent to sub- 
mit the following resolution : A 


Whereas it is alleged that General Alfret H, Terry, : 


the military commander in the State of Georgia, is 
causing citizens of the State of Georgia to be arrested 
and tried before his military subordinates for alleged 
violations of the laws of the State of Georgia; and 


refuses to allow to such citizens. the benefit of the : 


writ of kabeas corpus, or a trial by jury ia the civil 
eourts: Therefore, ; : 


ote resolved, That the President of the United | 


Statea be, and he is hereby, requested to inform this 
House by what authority, if any, citizens in the State 
of Georgia are tried for offensés against the laws 
of the State, by or before the military officers there, 
and why they are denied the privilege of the writ of 
habena corpus and atrial by jury in the civil courts of 
the State having jurisdiction to try such cases. 


Mr. SHANKS and others objected: 


ii 
i 


ii 
it 
i 


| 
| 


' to which this is a su 


That the time allowed for. transmitting the anid 
copy of the returns of the assistant marshals to the 
Census Office is hereby farther limited, so that the 
returns of population upon schedule No. 1, in the act 


of May 23, 1850, shall be sent to that office on or before 


‘. the 10th day of September next, and the complete 
‘| returns ipon all the schedules annexed to and made 
i part of that act, excepting upon theschedule therein 
| designated as Nọ., 2. 


hich schedule is hereby re- 
voked., canteled, and.declarcd tobe no longer a part 
of said act, shall be forwarded to the Censis Oilice 


| hefore the lst day of October following: Provided 


‘That the Secretary of the Interior shall be auth orized 
to extend the time allowed for returns on the sched- 
ules other:than those of population, in any case-where 
it shall appear to him to be necessary :: Provided fur- 
ther, That whenever, from the loss or destruction of 
returns, or from causes beyond the control of the 


| officers charged with the enumeration, it shall be 


shown to, be impracticable to comply with the require- 
ments of this section, the Secretary of the Interior is 
authorized to extend the time allowed for ronder- 
ing returns-of population, not beyond the lat day of 
October next, | 

Sac. 2, And be tt further enacted, That the penalty 
provided in the fifteenth section of said act of May 23, 
1850, shall apply to any refusal whatever to answer 
either of the inquiries authorized by said act. 

Rc. 3. And be it further enacted, That each assist- 


! ant marshal or agent shall be paid for making outand 


returning complete copies of the original census re- 
turns, as required in the eleventh section of the act 

upplement, cight cents for each 
page of the tivo copies of the original census returns 
required by the said eleventh section. 

EC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the oath to 
betaken by assistant marshals employed to take. the 
census shall be the oath required by the act of 1850, 
of which this is an amendment. Sheds 

And that the House of Representatives contar in 
the same. - eae oE T f 
; f A. GARFIELD, , 
WILLIAM B. ALLISON, | 
R.S. COX, =! 
Managere on the part of the House. 
- ... ROSCOE CONKLING . 
.: MATT., H. CARPENTER, :. 


t i 5 t a 
he part of the Senate. . 


* 


lanagers on t 


committee [Mr. G 


Tt does. : 
-Mr. KELSEY. Then ï hope th 
be adopted... — eu 
Mr. COX. TI believe this. is the.only meas- 
ure on this subject that will meet the concur 
rence of the Senate. ==. 
Mr. CULLOM. I 
be concurred in. 
` Thé report. was agreed to. | 
Mr. COX moved to: recons) 


e report will 


think the report ought to 


der the vote by 
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which the report was adopted; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
‘The latter motion was agreed to. 

CIVIL SERVICE. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 

now begun, and the first business in order is 
` House bill No, 1354, to regulate the civil ser- 
vice of the United States, reported back by 
Mfr. Jexcess from the select Committee ou 


the Reorganization of the Civil Service of the 


Government, with a substitute, on which the : 
gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. Maynanp] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. LYNCH. I understand the gentleman 
from Rhode Island will give way to the busi- 
ness of the select Committee on the Decline 
of American Commerce. 

Mr. JENCKES, If it is the understanding 
that the pending business shall come up after- 


ward. 

The SPEAKER. That is what the Chair 
understands. 

Mr. PAINE. That can only be done by 
unanimous consent. : 

Mr. BECK. I am opposed to any more 
unsnimous consents. $ 

The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous 
consent to authorize committees to change 


places. ; 
Mr. CULLOM, I object. 
Mr. JENCKES. | I believe some portion of ` 


the time allowed me under the rules is still : 


left. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I do not wish ta take. 
the floor from the chairman of the committee. 
I desire, however, to be heard upon this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposed that 
the gentleman from Rhode Island had con- 
cluded his remarks. v 

Mr. JENCKES. No, sir. 


CORPORATIONS IN THE DISTRICT. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair informed the 
House yesterday that in the enrolling of the 
bill to provide for the creation of corpora- | 
tions in the District of Columbia by general 
law an error had occurred by a wrong enum- 
eration of the sections. In order that the 
error might be corrected the Senate was re- 
quested to return the bill. The bill has been | 
returned and the correction made. If there | 
ee no objection it will be returned to the | 

enate, ` ; 


iy 
i 
' 


| 


CIVIL SERVICE. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG. I ask thè gentle- | 
man from Rhode Island to yield to me to offer | 
two amendments to the bill. 

Mr. JENCKES. I will hear them. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Mr. Speaker, I wish | 
tosay that I am friendly to the main objects 
of this bill. I believe a change in the mode 
of appointing men to the civil service so as to 
make it depend less on congressional influence : 
and more on qualification is desirable. But | 
there are two features in this bill to which I am 
opposed. The first one is part of section three, : 
which provides that appointments shall be ` 
made from the applicants who estand highest — 
in the order of merit. Now, I believe that 

hat is refining too much on this system ; that | 
all those who bave been found qualified for the ' 
Position should stand apon an equal footing ; 
and that if you make it otherwise the commis. : 
tion practically will be able to designate who 

all be appointed by stating thatany one, two, | 
orthree are best qualified, and thereby narrow: | 
ing the limits, so as to make necessary the | 
appointment of those one, two, or three, who- | 
ever they may be. Therefore the first amend- | 
ment I hage prepared has reference to this 
Point, und send it to the desk to be read. 
he Clerk read as follows: i 
ait, Page 3 of the bill, section three, strike ont | 


ae esaid section down to the word “ whenever,” | 
e eleventh line, and insert the following : ided | 
ided , 


have been found qualified for the 
and grade of the civil service in w 
ments are to be made. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG. Mr. Speaker, the 
adoption of that amendment would put all 


partionlar branch 
ich the appoint- 


: those who have passed an examination and 


been found qualified on an equal footing. The 


second amendmentstrikes out another feature |; 


I believe, Mr. Speaker, that the © this country whieh are sought to be met by the 


of the bill, 


heads of Departments, or at least the Presi- : 


dent of the United States, ought to possess 


the power of removal without the examination, . 


trial, and judgment of this board of commis- - 


sioners. In other words, I believe that the 
discipline and inefficiency of the service require 
that the interior officer should be responsible 
directly to his superior, aud not to an outside 
tribunal. To expect the President of the 
United States or the head of a Department to 
appear as an accuser or prosecutor before 
this commission is, to my mind, to expect 
what would be impracticable and improper. 
They would probably submit. to almost any- 
_ thing rather than subject themselves to so dis- 
‘ agreeable and difficult a process. Just asin 


i, any common business of life an employé is 


- responsible to his employer alone, so I would 
: like to see the inferior officer responsible to 
‘ his superior officer. I will say further, before 
; closing, that there are times of great national 
emergency, auch as we had in 1861, when a 
total, thorough, and prompt overhauling of the 
eutire civil service may be necessary to the 
interests of good government and to the very 
' existence of the nation itself, And there should 
| be a power of removal without going through 

| the formalities of this bill. J send to the 
' have prepared. 


| The Clerk read as follows: 


‘| Amend, on page 6, section sevan, by adding the fol- 


|, lowing prov 


180: 


| . Previded, That nothing in this act contained shall 


o the President of the United States and the 
of Deparcments from suspending, dismissing, 

or revoking the commission of any officer appointed 
under this act in cases where they have such power 
under existing laws. 

Mr. JENCKES. I accept those amend- 
ments, to be considered as pending. 1 now 
yield to the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Cons. } 

Me. COBB, of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
how much of the time of the gentleman from 
Rhodé Island (Mr. JENCKES] remains? 

The SPEAKER. Five minutes. 


depriv 
heads 


it would be impossible for me in that limi 
time to submit the arguments which I had in- 


of the measure, which were explained yester- 


which the gentleman so pertinently put to the 
civil service of this Government? 
of the gentleman from Rhode Island, an amend- 


designed in any way to antagonize the biil, 
desire to state that Í am heartily in favor of the 
provisions of the bill. I have become con- 
vinced, from my: short experience here‘ as a 
member of Congress, that a reform is needed. 
My observation, slight as it has been, has.con- 
vinced me that the tendency of the present sys- 
tem is demoralizing and that the whole organ- 
ization of the civil service of the country stands 


ment. I am sustained in this conclusion by 
the evidence of officers of the Government, : 
strengthened by the opinions of the leading: 
men of the United States and the leading gen- 
tlemen who are the heads of Departments. 
Now, sir, the question is this: isthe Congress: 
of the United States inclined to adopt this bill, 


Th i 
act shall be made from those who have | 


fer inten appo iatment: to the civil service prov 
the requi red examination and probation, and | 


tended to address to the House on the pending | 
| bill. Ibad proposed not to discuss the details | 


House: whether we were ready to reform the : l ar ge 
i| who desire to participate in this discussion 


ment which I have prepared, and which is sag 


in need of reform, and is in fact, I might almost | 
say, a disgrace to the genius of this Govern- | 


| Clerk’s desk the second amendment which L. 
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an initial: step toward the reorganization of the 
civil service; or shall we go to our homes with 
the humiliating confession that we saw an evil, 
that we recognized and appreciated its propor- 
tions, that we knew it did exist, and yet had not 
the courage to meet it and apply the remedy? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there are three great 
evils or defects in the civil-service system in 


: billunderconsideration. ‘I'he firstisthe usurp- 
. ation by members of Congress, by the legis- 


lative branch of the Government, of the func- 


. tions of the Executive; another is the lack of 


qualifications in the applicants for these civil 
offices; and the third is the uncertainty of their 
tenure. These are all sought to be met hy this 
bill, and they are met by the bill. As I have 
said, perfection is not attainable at once, but 
improvements will from time to time suggest 
themselves after the initial step is taken, and 
we may hope in a few years to attain to that 
precision and accuracy in the organization of 
our civil government which obtain in the mon- 
archies of Europe. Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 be- 
lieve my time has nearly expired, and the gen- 
tleman from Rhode Island cannot yield to me 
further. I ask the Clerk to read an amend- 


: ment, in the nature of an additional section, 


. many of the States of this Union in the 


which I propose to offer at the proper time. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

And be it furthor enacted, That the commission shall 
oauge to be prepared the number of employés of all 
grades required in the Departments at Washington, 
and thatin the appointments to the samo an equal 
number shall be given to oach of the congressional 
districts of the States and Territories: Provided, how- 
ever, If there be no applicant from a congressional 
district from which a vacancy is to be filled, the head 
of the Department may supply the same from can- 
didates at large, having due regard to fitness, ohar- 


acter, &o. 

Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, in case this bill passes and beccmes 
a law, and there is to he a reform in the civil 
service, I say, then let these offices be open to 
the youth of the country. Just now there is 
au unjust and illiberal discrimination against 
istri- 


` bution of these offices in and around Washing- 


' toa .city. 


I have taken pains to have caused 
to be prepared a statement showing how un-. 
justly and unfairly my own State and other 


1i States in the South have been treated, not by 
' the Administration, not by the heads of De: 
| partments, but by the iniquitous operation of 


I also intended to submit, with the consent : 


day by the gentleman from Rhode Island, {Mr. | 
JENCKES,} but to go into the discussion of its | 
general merits, in connection with the question | 


` - į; the present: system, and 
Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker 


perfecting it if necessary to meet all the re- `|; 
quirements of the case? Is it prepared to take il served rule, 


I would be glad to 
read ite -  . : ; 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr.: MAYNARD obtained the floor. 

Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. [hope the 
gentleman from Tennessee will allow me five 
minutes, oe 

Mr. MAYNARD. Thegentleman from North 
Carolina eppeals to me to.allow him five min- 
utes. I am perfectly willing to yield to him 
if the House is se to give him the time, 
but I have so arranged with other gentlemen 


that I cannot yield any portion of my own 
time. If the House is willing to extend the 
gentleman’s time I have no objection. 

Mr. COBURN. I hope unanimous consent 
will be given to the gentleman from North Car- 
olina to proceed. He does not often trouble 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Maynarp] proposes to yield five 
minutes tothe gentleman from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Coss,] provided it does not come out of 
his hour. Is there objection? 

Mr. KELSEY. I object. ` 

Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Speaker, I cannot 
help thinking that the defects in the. civil ser- 
vice have been a good deal overestimated. 
Incompetence, general worthlessness, there 
undoubtedly is—more of it than any of us 
would wish or desire to see. But from my 
observation I am compelled to believe that ~ 
downright, painstaking, intelligent honesty 
predominates; that usefulness is the unob- 
and that worthlessness is the much 
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observed exception. I think we may present 
the civil service in a favorable light, as com- 
pared with the service in private employment 
throughout the country; for I venture to say 
that where there has been defaleation in the 


public service there has been a great deal more ' 


among cashiers, tellers, clerks, accountants, | 
book-keepers, conductors, ticket agents, and 
other employés of our large corporations and 
of our private establishments. I am inclined 
to think that if we could get perfect wisdom 
and perfect honesty another form of Govern- 
ment than‘ ours might, perhaps, be the best— , 
a Government of one man; but in the present 
state of things we do not find that element; we | 
find nowhere perfect wisdom or perfect hon- | 
esty. We are obliged to take men as they are. 
And I think a great deal has been set down 
against the civil service of this country which 
is properly chargeable to our common human 
nature. ` 

When we organized our Government the 
problem attempted to be solved was to pro- 
duce the best form of stable government with 


of all power, and required the various officers 


and to be kept near to them. We ourselves ' 


| 
4 
i 
! 


movement. The meaning of the rebellion was 
to make the Government further removed 
from the people. It was not arebellion against 


| this Government merely, but against all free 


and popular Government. 

Ical! the attention of gentlemen to the second 
page of this bill that ey may see what it is 
proposed these four commissioners shall have 
power todo. In the first place, they are to 
prescribe the qualifications requisite for an 
appointment in any branch of the public ser- 
vice. 
officer, either by themselves or by their subor- 
dinates. Now, of these public officers there 
are twenty-three thousand who will be subject 
to examination. I sup 
much to say that it wi 


ae it will not be too | 
l, on the average, re- : 


Then they are to examine every public |' 


' quire one hour to examine each person. Allow- | 

: ing, then, one hour to each person, and allow- ' 

_ing six working hours toa day, which is about 
the time usually devoted to the public busi- ` 
ness, it will require three thousand eight hun- , 


dred and thirty-three days, or between twelve 
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Mr. FARNSWORTH. This bill does not 
relate to such officers. 

Mr. MAYNARD. My friend from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Era] made yesterday a sug- 
gestion which I thought entitled to more con. 
sideration than some members were inclined 
to give it, as to the character of men who would 
be likely to obtain offices under such an exam- * 
ination as is contemplated by the bill. They 
would be, as the gentleman suggests, men of 
mere books, men who could answer perchance 
questions in algebra or geometry, but not men 


. of practical ability. Under such a system, if 
; I may say it without disparagement, a corps of 


superannuated college boys would come in to 
take the places that ought to be filled by men. 

Mr. Speaker, L have consumed more time 
than I intended. I now yield ten minutes to 
my friend from Maine, [Mr. Perers. ] 

Mr. PETERS, Mr. Speaker, I was opposed 
to this bill yesterday, and I am still more op- 
posed to it to-day. I said yesterday, and I 


' repeat to-day, that if this bill were designed ag 


| and thirteen years, to examine these twenty- i 
the minimum of virtue and intelligence. And ` 
for that purpose we made the people the basis ;| 


have to face the people once in every two || 


years; our associates in the Senate once in 


every six years; the executive officers, and i! 
indirectly all the officers of the civil service, |! 
It is not an idle |! 


once in every four years. 


figure of rhetoric, it is not a wild scream of |. 


the American eagle, to say, as bas been said 
a thousand times, that we have the best Gov- , 
ernment the world ever saw. 


This bill proposes to remove the officers of | 


the civil service one step, and a very long step, | 
farther from the people by interposing between | 
the President and Congress on the one hand, 
and the civil service on the other, a council 
of four men who are to be charged with the | 
whole supervision of the civil service, without | 
whose behest no man can be appointed, with- 
out whose permission no man can be removed. 
Now, this cothcil of four is to be removable, 
or is not to be removable, at the pleasure of 
the Executive. Upon that point the. bill is | 
silent, and I did not observe that the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island { Mr. JEXCKES} in the 
general debate on this bill gave us any opinion | 
on this point. 

Mr. JENCKES. They come under the gen: | 
eral iaw. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If they are removable, | 
then you will have a convenient shelter behind | 


which a weak or unprincipled Executive may |h 


retire and shelter himself from public respons- 


ibility. If they are not removable, then you | 
will havea power which will be above the Pres- | 
ident, above the Senate, and above the people. | 
You will have four men with authority over 
twenty-three thousand subordinate officers, not 
amenable to the people, to reach whom I can 
see no method which can be devised by the 
people or their Representatives. We are some- | 
times referred to the civil service system in | 
Europe. I beg to call attention of gentlemen 
to the fact that the European system and our | 
system are very different. The object of gov- 
ernment in Europe is to get as far as possible 
away from the people. The people, on the 
other hand, have been trying to get at the Gov- 
ernment for many years past. That is the 
struggle which has long been going on there. 
That is the meaning of the senatus consultum 
and the plebiscite now agitating France; the 
question whether the Government shall be or 
shall not be independent of the people. That 
is the meaning. of the contest which has been: 
going on in Spain for more than a year. That 
is the meaning of the many struggles which 
have agitated Europe for the last two hundred. 
years. The object in this country is to keep. 
the Government near to the people.. We have. 
had struggles to remove the Government from | 


the people. 


If he did | did not hear it. i 
1 


| accept these offices. 


three thousand officeholders. 
Then recollect that not only are these office- 


office also; and allowing at a moderate calcu- . 


lation at least six applicants for each office, and 
allowing one hour for each person examined, 
you will have seventy-five years of labor here 
provided for. 
council of four and their assistants. 


And all this is to be done by this | 
Why, itis | 


apiece of machinery to be confined entirely in 


`; its operations to the clerks in the Departments 


‘ here at Washington I might be willing to vote 


| holders to be examined, but all applicants for |, 
of the Government to go back to the people, | 


for itas an experiment. But [think that even 
with regard to the Departments here the bill 


‘contains more machinery than is necessary ; 


a power that is perfectly astonishing, appalling |, 


to contemplate. 


Itis a machine of great, over- ' 
‘ whelming, and overshadowing authority which : 


we ought not to set up in this land without the | 


most deliberate consideration. 


we can affurd to pay for whatever is worth 
paying for, is not to be overlooked. The sala- 
ries, necessary traveling expenses, &c., pro 


vided in the ninth section to be paid to the |; 


commissioners themselves would not amount to 
very much ; but there is a further provision that 
“the necessary expenses of any persons em- 
ployed by said commissioners ‘as assistants’? 


i ate to be accounted for and verified. &c. Why, 


sir, these seventy-five years of labor at this 
rate would amount to a sum which my mathe- 
matical abilities do not enable me to calcu- 
late even satisfactorily to my own mind. 

I wish to call attention also to the thirtéenth 
section of the bill. it is a short section, but 
a very suggestive one. It provides— 

That the President, and also the Senate, may re- 
quire any person applying for or recommended for 
any office which requires confirmation by the Senate 
to appear before said board and be examined as to 
is qualifications, either before or after being com- 
missioned; and the result. of such examiuatio’ shall 
be reported to the President and to the Senate, 

__ This provision would enable a hostile Pres- 
ident or a hostile senatorial majority to mor- 
tily any officer of the Army or Navy, or in the 


diplomatic or judicial service, or the head of | 


The expense, | 
although a comparatively small matter, because | 


any bureau or Department, by calling him | 


before this council.of four and subjecting him 
to an examination in case he happened to be 
beyond their reach. 

Now, who will compose this council of four? 
Certainly they will not be men of the highest 
class. First-class men will neither seek nor 
We shall be obliged to 
content ourselves with at leastsecond-rate men. 
It is within the range of possibility that we may 
have a hostile President or an Opposition Sen- 
ate who will start against some public man a 
suggestion for an examination, as such a sug- 
gestion was. sprung in this House the other 


ay for an investigation, which is now being. 


pursued, concerning the character of one of 
our Army officers. It strikes me that this is 
a@ dangerous and unnecessary: power. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. As the law now. 


stands a hostile President may turn out an 
officer without examination. 

. Mr. MAYNARD. He cannot turn out the 
Chief Justice of the United States or the Gen- 


The late rebellion was such a ji eral ofthe Army.. >- 


; me to ask him a question? 


‘in the United States. 


or, adopting a nautical phrase, there is too 
much horse-power of steam in the bill for the 
craft which it is to carry; for I believe that in 
relation to the Departments here at Washing- 
ton, if we had a few stringent rules and regu- 
lations made by the heads of the Departments, 
and decently observed, there would be no need 
of a measure of this kind, even as far as the 
employés at Washington are concerned. But, 
sir, to apply the machinery of this bill to all 
the offices outside of Washington, is, in my 
opinion, impolitic and impracticable and im- 
possible. In the limited moments I now have 
all that I shall seek to do will be to notice a 
few salient points in the bill. 

Now, sir, this bill covers all the deputies of 
all the collectors and of all the assessors in the 
internal revenue, and all the deputies, all the 


| inspectors, and all the under officers of all the 
| collectors in the external revenue departments 


of the Government, It covers all the detect- 
ives in both of those departments. If I under- 
stand thebill, it covers all the deputy marshals. 
I hold it also covers the 
clerks of the United States courts wherever 
they exist. I want to know who can judge 
best whether a man be a fit person as deputy 
collector? I ask whether the best judge is not 
the collector, who knows the man, hia charac- 
ter, his qualities? Is he not a better judge, 
with all his experience, than a board of stran- 
gers who may be sent to the locality from 
Washington? 

Mr. JENCKES. Will the gentleman allow 


_ Mr. PETERS. Be as brief as possible. 

Mr. JENCKES. Suppose the collector means 
to be a thief, would you then let him appoint- 
his deputy? - 

Mr. PETERS. The President must look 
after the collector. Turn him out. 

Mr. JENCKES. How can he do it without, 
this bill? 

Mr. PETERS. This bill does not under- 


| take to look after the collectors. 


Mr. JENCKES. It doeg. 

Mr. PETERS. I say, sir, that as the mer- 
chant can tell best whom he wants as hig clerks, 
so the collector can tell best whom he wants 
as his deputies. Would you leave the depu- 
ties of marshals of the United States to. be 
appoiuted by a board of commissioners? Shall. 
that board appoint a deputy of the marshal of 
the State of Maine, for instance, for whom the 
marshal has to give a bond, and for whose 
official condact he is responsible? Will you 
have that appointment taken from the mar- 
shal, the man who has to bear the responsi 
bility, and give it to this board of four men, 
who have no knowledge ef the candidate, no 
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intance with him, his character, his ex- 
AACE, his fitness for the office? Although 
a board of four men might examine a candi- 
date in what might be called scraps of learn- 


‘nz ia etymology, syntax, and prosody, how 
ne ‘ney Sain ie get hold of the real charac- 


ter of the candidate? How are they going to 
know his natural ability? How are they going 
to know his official aptitude? How are they 
oing to know his standing in the community? 
ould you trust it toa board of four strangers, 
or to the collector or the marshal, who know 
more about the applicants for this office? 
But, Mr. Speaker, I must pass along. 
object to the bill because it gives to four men 
the control of the entire patronage of the Uni- 
ted States. I object to the bill in all offices 
less than senatorial appointments, because 


virtually, although you may put in a technical ` 


denial, it appoints men for a service for life. 


We should then have a civil pension list; for | 
when a man has once got his situation through , 
this board of four schoolmasters you cannot _ 


easily get rid of him, unless by a sort of court- 
martial. I object to this bill because these 
persons, who are virtually put in for life, may 
be changed about, because a deputy collector 
in Bangor, Maine, may be sent to New Orleans, 
Louisiana. {ï object to this bill because it gives 
the power tq the heads of Departments to say 
what proportion and grades of the appointees 
shall be females. If this becomes the law, by 
aud by you may get some fanciful gentleman 
ia the Treasury Department who will appoint 
females generally as deputy collectors, assess- 
ors, and for other public positions. Power is 
given iu this bill by Congress to raise up an 
army of female office-holders, if we should at 
some time get as the head of one of these 


Departments some fastidious, fanciful, and , 


partially insane man on this subject. 

I object to this bill, Mr. Speaker, for its 
cumbrousness. Suppose for illustration, a 
deputy collector is to be appointed in Bangor, 
Maine. 
city fit for the office. 
all prove on examination that they are com- 
petent and fitted for the office. One only can 
be appointed. What will you do with the 
other four handred and ninety-nine? 
trust these four school masters or the judgment 
and information of the collector in the com- 
munity where the candidates live to make a 
designation of the person most fitted and worthy 
of the place? And I would put the objection 
in another view. If the bill passes, what are 
you going to do with the thousands of crippled 
soldiers all over this country who, though they 
may not be able to pass the highest examina- 
tion, and even may not, many of them, be able 
to spell all words with strict correctness, or 
constract the most grammatical sentences, will 
yet fill an office with reasonable and reputable 
eficiency? What are you going to do with them 
alter the promises we have made them? Will 
you take the civilian and college-bred boy, who 
can most easily pass such examinations as are 


bad, and put aside the soldier who yet can dis- | 


charge the duties of the office well enough, and 
quite as satisfactorily as others who have filled 
the offices before him? 

_ Mr. Speaker, the common argument and 


illustration has been that by means of this bill ; 


we will be able to reform the civil service in 
the city of New York. I know that New York 
18 a sample of everything and an exception 
to everything under heaven. But I would 
ask the gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. 
vENCKES] how these four gentlemen appointed 
by the President are going to possess the trans- 
cendant power to purify all the official conduct 
“f New York city? If the people cannot do 
p if Congress cannot do it, no power short of 

at of tbe Almighty can do it. These gentle- 
men would find that they were engaged in a 
work of supererogation. 

There is a great taste in mankind for taking 
medicine, and there is a similar taste for legis- 

uon for all ilis, imaginary and real. There 


I; 


There are five hundred men in that | 
All are candidates, and | 


Will you | 


is a fancy that all defects of political socisty 
' can be easily cured by the interference of Con- 
| gress; and thia bill seems to me one of the 
‘ useless attempts. The machinery provided is 
wrong, the principle of this bill is wrong, and 
if you should pass it there would be no end to 
the confusion that would ensue under its ad- 
ministration. The old Quaker advised his 
young friend that marriage would be an end of 
; all his troubles. The young man, after having 
had some unfortunate experience of matrimony, 
i wpbraided the Quaker tor such advice 
` the Quaker replied: ‘‘My good boy, I did not 
tell you what end it was; I meant that it was 
that end which is the beginning of all trouble; 
| the first end, and not the last.” So Iam afraid 
that this bill, instead of being a panacea and 
cure for anything that is wrong in our system, 
will be that end which will prove to be the 
beginning of trouble. 
If the board sits here in Washington, swarms 
of the constituents of gentlemen will congre- 
gate here. And if the commissioners rove over 


when | 


the country, this traveling board of school- . 
masters, tasty and educated gentlemen, and | 
Yankees of course, because none but Yankees 


can be schoolmasters—what a scene of delight- 


© ful array and confusion there will be in the | 


p Various spots where the crowds surround them 
` at their very wise examinations ! 


: Mr. Speaker, if there is any abuse in the exer- |; 


cise of patronage on the part of members of 


Congress, it is just in those cases which this ! 


i| bill does not cover, namely, the senatorial 
| appointments, which it does not attempt to 
|! reach, except in the ridiculous manner which 
ii has been commented on by my friend on my 
' right, [Mr. Maynarp.] Now, for one, I beg 
to say that Ido not believe that members of 
i Congress desire to exercise any patronage. 

| They would be glad to get rid of it if they 
could. In advising an appointment, instead 
'. of making one friend every Congressman makes 
|. ten enemies. It is no personal iaterest which 


I take in this matter. I have nothing to do 


;| with the appointments of the officers covered by |; 


| this bill even of an advisory character, and the 
newspaper arguments and allegation, that by 
the provisions of this bill Congressmen would 
|, lose any power or position is unfounded. I 
have other objections to this bill, and could 
i name various further points iw which it is im- 
practicable. But I am admonished that I have 
no time to state them. I will just further say 
i that I do not care what other men may say or 
how they may vote; I, for one, boldly and 
; unequivocally denounce this bill—with all 
‘respect for my friend from Rhode Is'and, for 
whose learning and genius 1 have not only re- 
i spect bat admiration—as a scholarly, refined, 
i speculative, utopian humbug. 
i Mr. MAYNARD. I resume the floor, and 
| yield fifteen minutes. to the gentleman from 
i Ohio, [Mr. Brnenam, ] but shall be glad if he 
. will give a portion of that time to the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin, [ Mr. PAINE. ]. 

Mr. POTTER. With the permission of the 
‘gentleman from Ohio, I desire to offer an 
: amendment. j 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may offer 
i bis amendment in the way of notice. As many 
ameudments are now pending as can be enter- 
j tained. The Clerk will report the amendment 
| offered by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
| Porrer. | 
i 
i 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Amend the second section by adding after the word 
* only ;” and after the word “enter,” in the eleventh 


| line of the same page, the words ‘‘and not to his 
| political views.” 


ment this bill ought not to receive the approval 
of the Representatives of the people. How- 
| ever desirable it may be to reform the civil 
! service of the United States it is certainly not 
| desirable to attempt it in the mode and manner 
| presented by the bill now under consideration. 
it think the learned gentleman trom Rhode 


| “regard,” in the eighth line of page 2 the word | bili provides that ‘ hereafter all appointments 


Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, in my judg- ; 


Such is the machinery provided by this bill. |. 


| 


| 


‘Island [Mr. Jencxes] failed yesterday, in my 
judgment, utterly to answer the objection which 
was suggested to him while he was addressing 
the House upon this bill. It was intimated to 
him very clearly yesterday that this bill was in 
conflict with the spirit, if not with the letter, 
| of the Constitution of the United States upon 
' its contemporaneous and continuous construc- 
‘tion from the day of its adoption to this hour. 
| The learned gentleman avoided the question 
by referring to the regulations which have been 
` prescribed from time to time by the legislative 
department of the Government touching the 
land and naval forces. 

Mr. Speaker, the learned gentleman from 
Rhode Island overlooked the fact, when he 
made the reply, that it is a specific provision 
of the Constitution of the United States that 
the Congress may ‘ make rules for the govern- 
ment and regulation of the land and naval 
forces.” Now, let the gentleman, if he please, 
refer to the parallel passage in the Constitution 
of the United States that authorizes the Con- 
gress of the United States to make rules and 
regulations concerning appointments to civil 
offices, other than those prescribed in the Con- 
stitution. It is provided in that Constitution, 
and I call the attention of the House to it, that 
the President of the United States— 

“Shall nominate, and, by and with theadvice and 
consent of the Senate, shall appoint embassadors, 
other public ministers and consuls, judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United 
i States, whose appointments are not herein other- 


wine provided for, and which shall be established by 
aw. 


| 
| 
| ‘The establishment of rules and regulations 
concerning the land and naval forces is ‘‘ herein 
otherwise provided for’’ by the express pro- 
vision that the Congress of the United States 
may ‘‘ make rules for the government and reg- 
' ylation of the land and naval forces.” 
The other provision of the Constitution of the 
| United States providing for the appointment 
| of officers is as follows: , 


| “But the Congress may by law vest the appoint- 

mont of such inferior officers as they think proper 
; in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the 
heads of Departments.” 


| Beyond that, sir, the Congress cannot go. ` 
| Mr. HOAR. 
| to ask hima 


Will the gentleman allow me 
uestion ? 
Mr. BINGHAM. My time is limited. 
Mr. HOAR. Itapplies to this very point, 
Mr. BINGHAM. Very well. 


| Mr. HOAR. It is whether the legislative 
| power that creates the office itself cannot pro- 


vide its qualifications ? 
Mr. BINGHAM. The qualifications may 
be provided for, but it is the appointing power 


| I am speaking of. This is not a mere question 


about qualifications. It relates to the appoint- 
ing power. 

Mr. Speaker, a provision of this bill to my 
mind very objectionable, bat of which I can 
only speak very briefly—restricted as I am to 
ten minutes—is, that the appointing power of 
the United States, as to all civil officers of the 
United States, except postmasters and such 
officers as are Ly law required to be appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, shall be limited to the 
will of a commission composed of four com- 
missioners! Sir, without the consent of these 
commissioners neither the President, nor the 
heads of Departments, nor the courts to whom 
this power is confided by the Constitution, can 
appoint any civil officer, except as already 
stated.’ This is not a mere question of qual- 
ification ; it is a question of appointment. The 


of civil officers,’’ except as stated, ‘‘ shall be 
made from those persona” found qualified by 
the commissioners, &c. The gentleman has 
suggested the point of the power of Congress 
to prescribe qualifications of inferior officers ! 
I would like to know whether the Congress of 
the United States can confer the authority to 
prescribe the qualifications of civil officers upon 
a board of commissioners? Are they to be 


clothed with legislative powers to say that no 
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man in Amerioa shall be eligible to: guy infe- 
rior civil office.in this country unless he is 
skilled in the higher calculus and capable of 
teaching it in our universities? If the commis- 
sioners may determine qualifications, and algo 
decide whether the person possesses them, do 
they not control appointing power? 

This brings me, in the hurry of this discus- | 
sion, to another suggestion that follows logic- 
ally from this, and that is that. this is a bill 
to create an aristocracy, a privileged class in 
this country, in the very face of that wise pro- 
vision in our Constitution that neither the 


United States nor any State of this Union shall |, 


confer titles of nobility. You propose to create 
here a board of commissioners who are to sit 
in judgment upon every man in the land who 
applies for an appointment to an inferior office, 
and to say to one of our maimed heroes, be- 
cause he cannot answer, as one of these boards 
did require a young aoldier ta answer the ather 
day, questions in astronomy, therefore he is | 
not to be permitted to keep ordinary accounts | 
in the Treasury Department, It is an absurd: | 
ity, as my friend from Illinois [Mr. CuLLos) ' 
near me remarks. The world found out long ; 
ago that even the author of “The Mechan- | 
ism of the Heavens” did not prove himself ‘ 
a very skillful man in civil affairs when called | 
to a civil trust by the first Napoleon. And | 
so I think it will be ander the rales which ; 
may be prescribed by this board of commis- ' 
sioners. = ps enna 

Another objection which I have to this bill, — 
and which ought to be fatal to it, is that it | 
clothes this board of commissioners, or board 
of examiners, with power to draw from your 
Treasury annually $23,900. 
the amendment of the ( 
Island, [Mr. Jenoxes,} as suggested by him 
on yesterday, one of these commissioners is to 
receive $6, a year. 

Mr. JENCKES. The gentleman is so en- 
tirely wrong as to his statements in regard to 
these commissioners and their duties that I 
could not correct him on this point without 
taking too much time. ' 

' Mr. BINGHAM. If the gentleman cannot 
state a fact he is in a most deplorable condi- 
tion. "i: ; 

Mr. BENTON. The bill provides —— 

Mr. BINGHAM. I can read for myself 
what the bill provides, nt 

Mr. JENCKES. If the gentleman will 
take my hint he can ascertain from the bill . 

Mr. BINGHAM. But the gentleman had 
something read from the Clerk’s desk which is 
not in the bill. He asks me to refer to the 
printed text of the bill, and I will do so. This | 
provides fora commission of four persons ata | 
compensation of $5,000 each, making $20,000. 
Then there is to be a clerk at $2,500, and a 
messenger at $900 a year, which makes in all 
$23,400. Then come the expenses of travel, 

and the power of this board to appoint an 
indefinite number of persons to make these 
examinations all over the country, and their 
expenses and the expenses of the board are 
to be paid out of the general Treasury of the 
United States, thereby creating. literally a 
swarm of officers. to. eat out the substance, of 
the people. oe ates aaa Taed 

As I am now limited. to ten minutes I must 
be very brief in my statements; but.if there ig 
te be a full discussion of this bill I challenge 
the gentleman to it. I care not how many 

resges have been pengioned in this country to 
herald the expediency of this legislation ; no 
man can successfully defend. this bill; whatever 
may be his capabilities, whatever may be his 
admitted learning. Irepeat what I said before, | 
and I stand upon it, that-this bill is in conflict 
with the spirit and, with the letter of the Con- 
stitution. It is putting it.in the power of this 
board to restrain your President, to restrain 
the heads of your Departments, to restrain 
your courts, who are the only appointing pow- | 
ers as to ‘‘inferior officers’’ named in the 


If I heard aright | 
ntleman from Rhode |; 


Constitution, from appointing anybody as such | 


inferior officers without theirleave. Itiscloth- 
ing men with power to establish moot courts, 
and put men on trial for every species of crime 
or misdemeanor they may choose to define as 
‘‘ misconduct,’’ from a breach of good man- 
ners to murder or perjury, to be tried upon 
such evidence as may be taken under rules to 
be prescribed by them. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 


| 


Mr. MAYNARD. Inowyield to the gentle- 


man from Wisconsin, [Mr. Parxe.] 


Mr. PAINE. I cannot believe it possible 


that any such measure ag this will pass this 
House. In the short time allowed me by the 
courtesy of the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
Maywarp] I can point out but one or two of 


` my objections te the practical operations of 


f this bill. 
| retary of the Treasury has, I will suppose, in 


Let ma suppose a case. The Sec- 


' his Department a bureau, the organization of 


' which is entirely satisfactory to himself. 


The 
people of the United States hold him respons- 
ible. for the proper discharge of the duties of 
that bureau, and he is able to acquit himself 
of that responsibility because he has subord- 
inateg of his own choice, and either directly, or 
through the interposition of the President of 
the United States, he can remove any man who 
aball prove himself incompetent or unfaithful. 
We have, then, a Secretary responsible to the 
people for his own canduct and that of his 
subordinates, and the Seoretary has the power 
ta acquit himeelf of that responsibility. He 
has his own chosen assistants and can keep 
them or remave them as in his judgment the 
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: mendation, and fram the 


4, 


May 


‘gon aceused, hear and determine any case of alleged 
misconduct or inefliciency, under the general rules 


herein provided for;.and in such case shall report to 
the head of the propér Department. their finding in 
the matter, and may recommend the suspension or 
dismissal from office of any person found guilty of 
such misconduct or inefficiency, and such person 
shall be forthwith suspended or dismissed by the 
head of such Department, pireunnit to such recom- 

iling of such repost shall 
receive no compensation for official service except 
from and after the expiration of any term of suspen- 
sion recommended by such report. 


And what is true of the Treasury Depart- 


: ment under this bill is true of all the other 


Executive Departments of the Government, 


| And it is true not only as to bureaus and ofti- 
; cers stationed here in Washington, but also ag 


a 


to officers on duty elsewhere throughout the 
entire length and breadth of the Republie, 
except only the local postmasters. It is true 


-as to the State, Navy, War, Interior, Post 


Office, and Attorney General's Departments 
and all their bureaus. It is true as to the 
thousands of officers scattered over the United 
States and Territories, of the classes named, 
excepting postmasters. Secretaries cannot be 


` responsible to the people, for they must keep 
; or surrender whatever subordinates this mighty 
‘board shall recommend to them to keep or 


panig interest shall demand. But pass this | 


ill, and how then will the case stand? It 
will be impossible for him without the con- 
sent of this irresponsible triumvirate. either 


surrender. Comptrollers and Auditors cannot 
be responsible to the people, for they must re- 
tain knaves or give up honest men at the bid- 


' ding of these three irresponsible commission- 


ers. Deputy assessors and collectors cannot 
be held accountable for the proper perform- 
ance of their own duties, for they must retain 
thieves and rogues, and lose honest, sterling 
assistants at the bidding of this board, which 
has all power, and is for five years responsible 


i to nobody. 


to shake off a thief or keep an honest man. | 


This board of three has absolute and sole 


power under this bill to prescribe what mis- | 


conduct or inefficiency shall be sufficient for 
the removal or suspension of the Secretary’s 
subordinates, and. to make rules forthe manner 
of preferring charges against them, and for 
their trial and for determining their position 
pending such trial.. Than they may drag before 
them, under theirryles so established, the Sec- 
retary’s tried and trusted officers, and examine 
them, and recommend their dismissal ; and 
thereuponthey must be forthwith dismissed by 
the Secretary, and the moment these mighty 
inquisitors file this recommendation the pay 


of the officers stop. The Secretary is absolutely | 


helpless, absolutely remediless. He can neither 
determine what is a gaod ground for: removal 
nor whether such ground exists. He mustsee 


among any free people, by a board of three men, 


3 5 i 
whose tenure of office is for five years—longer |’ high character as they may think fit, or, in their dis- 


. cretion, such officeyain the civil, military, or naval 
: service af the United States as may be designated 


than that of the President hintself—a legacy, 
it may be, handed down by a former corrupt 
Administration to thwart and hamper and 


trample on a patriotic and able and honest | D 


Secretary, who is powerless in their hands. | 


The Secretary, nay the President himself, may 
deem the retention of these men absolutely 
essential to the well being of the Treasury. 
They may both protest against their removal. 
It all avails them nothing. By the pending 
bill they have no power; this irresponsible 
triumvirate. has all power. Is not this mon- 
stroug? Is itnotabsurd? But does the gene 
tleman deny that such are the provisions of 
the bill? Stead, then, the first clause of sec- 
tion five.. Itis in these words: 

Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That said board 


shail have power to prescribe, by general rule 


£ 
misconduct or inefficiency shall be sufficient for the 


removal or suspension of all officerswho come within | 


what | nounce their judgment. 


the provisions of this act, and also to establish rules | 


for the manner of preferring charges for such mis- 
conduct or inefficiency, and for the trial of the ac- 
cused, and for determining his position pending such 
trial, 

. And read also the seventh section. - 


these words : 


It is in 


ll 


Pe 


: subordinate officers of the Government. 
‘the gentleman deny this? Then let me read 


Sir, I never encountered a measure so sub- 


‘ versive of all just principles of responsibility 
| on the part of officers to the people or the 


Government. But this is not the worst of it. 
Not only can this board of three step into any 


| Department of the Government and drag out, 


against the will of the Secretary and of the 
President, any subordinate officer therein, but 


l! a single member of the board may do it. Nay, 


worse, more monstrous, more absurd than all 
this, this mighty triumvirate may actually del- 
egate this power to outsiders at their discre- 
tion. They may authorize a creature of their 
own to invade the Departments and do what 


_ the President cannot do, what no Secretary 


can do, what no court can do—drive out the 
Does 


the sixth section of the bill. qt stands in these 


hiş chosen coadjutors swept away from him by |; moras 


a tribunal which has never had a counterpart | 


Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That any one of 


, said commissioners may conduct or superintend any 


examinations, and the*board may call to their assist- 
ance in such examinations such men of learning and 


from time to time, on application of the hoard, ag 
assistant to said board, by the President or heads of 
epartuients, and in special cases, to be fixed by 
rules or by resolntions of the board, they may del- 
egate examinations to such persons, to be attended 


i pod presided over by one member of said board, or 


y some person specially designated to preside. 

But this is not all. Though the President 
shall find in one of the Departments a knave 
fit only for the penitentiary he cannot remove 
him under this bill without the permission of 
these grand examiners, if the thief shall de- 
mand a trial and appeal to them. A scoundrel 
caught in the actual commission of crime can 
boldly appeal from Secretary and President to 
the mighter committee of three, and laugh 
them to scorn until this committee shall pro- 
Is this denied? I 


' read, then, the bill itself: 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- 


` ident shall have power at any time to revoke and 


cancel the commission of any officer appointed in 
ursuance of the provisions of this act: Provided, 


: Forener, That said revocation and cancellation shall 


not take effect if said officer demand a trial upon 


| charges to be preferred against bim in the manner 


_. {| prescribed in this act within thirty days trom the 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said : 
board-may also, upon reasonable notice to the pcr- ;, 


time of being served with notice of such revocation 
and cancellation, unless heshall be found guilty upon 


1870, 
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re aaa a 


ig tri i neiciency alleged 
bie ai the misoondaat ai — tinuancoo 
an office shail discharge the person holding it from 
the service. 

There is another remarkable provision in 
this bill. It is the last section. read it: 

Sao. 13, And be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
ident, and_also the Senate, may require any person 
applying for or recommended for any office whioh 
requires confirmation by the Senate to aphear before 
said board and be examined as to his qualifications, 
either before or after being commissioned; and the 
result of such examination shall be reported to tho 
President and to the Senate. 

This applies to officers before and after they 
are commissioned. It is a modest provision, 
whereby a majority of the Senate or an ineom- 
ing President may send before this dram-head 
committee obnoxious justices of the Supreme 
Court, judges of the circuit and district courts, 
Secretaries of War, of the Navy, and Attorney 
Generals. to be examined as to their fitness 
and qualifications for their varied duties. What 
a tarce! What an unmitigated humbug! 

While, then, no Secretary can remove an an- 
faithful officer, even though caught in the com- 
mission of crimes, while the Prevident of the 
United States cannot do it, yet this board can 
do it; a single member of the board can doit; 
even an outsider who is not a member of the 
board at all, but who is selected by the board 
for this purpose, can do it. He may make an 
examination, and, for reasons which this board 
may have preacribed, may remove officers who 
are entirely satisfactory to the Secretary and to 
the President. thus interposing between them 
and the faithful diseharge of their duties. 

I can vote for no such measure as this. We 
understand what the law now is. Under it the 
Secretary of the ‘l'reasury and the other heads 
of Departments are able to discharge their 
dutiea, to acquit themselves of their responsi- 
bilities, beeaase whenever they find faithful sub- 
ordinates they can keep them, and when they 
find anfaithful officers they can effect their 
removal. But pass this bill, and unfaithful 
officers may be fastened upon them; faithful 
officers may be removed by this board which 


i 
i 


' are often practi 


This preference is often, I: concede; sapri- 
ciously and unwisely exereised ; gross abuses 
eed under the unbridled con- 
' trol of patronage by those in possession of the 
Government. We have daily instancesof this 
under the Administration now in power, as we 
have had during many preceding Administra- 
tions. But, sir, these abuses are not peculiar 
to our Government; they are more or less in- 
cident to all Governments and all forms of 
government. With us all power rests with 
the people, and if the peopie exercise their 
power wisely all goes weli. If they fail to-do 
this, weakness and corruption necessarily fol- 
low.. if the people are deceived by those in 


whom they confide, Congress cannot repair the 


injury by enacting a civil-service bill. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired. ‘The gentleman from ‘Tennessee [ Mr. 
MaynarpD] has fifteen minutes remaining. of 
which the gentleman from Indiana { Mr. Nzp- 
Lack] will be entitled to ten minutes to-mcr- 
row morning. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I rise for the purpose of 
moving that the Houseeesolve itself into Com- 
- mittee of the Whole on the special order. 
' Mr. WHEELER. I move that the House 
proceed to business on the Speaker's table. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I understand that the 
gentleman from New York and others desire 
very much to take up business on the Speak- 
er’s table; and they assure me that if this 
propono be agreed to there will poet 
; be no opposition to a night session. If we can 
' go to the Speaker’s table with an understand- 
; ing thatat the end of an hour the House shall 
: go into Committee of the Whole, and at half 
past four o'clock take a recess till half past 
seven, I will yield for that purpose. If we 
: take up the business on the Speaker's table 


| I shall ask unanimous consent that it be con- 


neither President nor Secretary can control. : 


I can vote for no such measure as this. 
admit that the evils of our present system are 
numerous and ought to be removed; but this 
remedy is infinitely worse than the disease. It 


the body-politic the cholera or small-pox. 
I protest against interposing between the 
President of the United States or the heads of 


Departments and their subordinate officers any ‘| 


such powerful irresponsible tribunal. I protest 
against the provision of the bill which enables 
mere strangers, men who are not appointed by 
the President or approved by the Senate, but 
who are the creatures and delegates of this. 
board, to exercise in the removal of the sub- | 
ordinate officers af the Departments a power 
which heads of Departments and even the ` 
President himself cannot exercise. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
tleman from Indiana [Mr, N BLACK] for fifveen 
minutes, i 

ìdir. NIBLACK. Mr. Speaker, by those | 
who have opposed this bill much hag een | 
suggested that had previously occurred to me; | 


and therefore I shall omit very mach I intended |: 


to say in what I have to submit to the House 
in Opposition to it. 
This bill seeks to do by legislation what can | 
only be done, in my opinion, by a vigorous and | 
ealthy pubiic sentiment. The doctrine that 


“to the victors belong the spoils’ bas a hold |! 


m0 party politics that cannot be dislodged by a 
Measure like this bill or by any other means 


so glittering and so general, As mach as this |! 


ocirine has been denounced by parties out | 
of power, all parties like to practice it when in | 
power. Iris but natural, reluctant as we may be ;: 
sometimes to admit it, for us ail to prefer those | 
O sustain us to those who opposeand would | 
Cleat us, when we have patronage to bestow. | 


I now yield to the gen- i 


I: 


EOR | give us an hour and forty minutes. 
would eure a toothache by administering to | „greed to I think there will be no objection to | 


ii a night session. 


: House shall again resolve itself into Commit- . 
tee of the Whole on the special order the Cóm- <; 
mittee of the Whole be instrueted to take a ` 
p. m. till half | 


sidered undera five-minutes rule with reference 
to debate. In this way we may dispose of a 
great many bills. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to suggest to | 


the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means that he allow us to consider business on 
the Speaker's table tilltwoo’clock. That will 
If this be 


EVENING SESSION. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I move that when the 


recess at balf past four. o'clock 
ast seven. . : 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ido not understand 


| the gentleman proposes to go into the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. SCHENCK.. ILdonot. --- O aa 
jn order before the motion is made to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the dtate of the 
Union. 
do so and so, then we shall-do so and 4b. 
an unheard-of motion. :- : 2, 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Hli- 
nois thinks the motion unheard of: :It is per- 
fectly competent for the House not only to 
provide a recess for this evening, bat for one 
week in advance. f 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Suppose 
not go into the committee? a 
The SPEAKER. Then the recess of the 
committee would fall. j 


- Itis 


wo should 


82, noes 49. a i 2 : 
Mr. FARNSWORTH demanded tellers. - 
Tellers were ordered ;.and Mr. S0HENCK and 

Mr. FARNSWORTH were appointed. bos 
The House again divided; and the tellers 

reported es 74, noes 73. . 


—a i 
Mr. DOX. I demand the yeas and nays. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. The motion is not , 


It is a problematic motion, that if we | 


The House divided; and there were—ayes | 


‘Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Let us have 
the yeas and nays, in order to havea pledge of 
those who will be here to-night. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. i 
_ The question was taken; and it was decided 

i} in the negative—yeas 77, nays 91, not voting 
li 69; as follows:. : 
 ¥HAS—Mesars. Allinon, Ambler, Ames, Armstrong, 
. Bennett, Benton, Bingham, Blair, George M. Brooks, 
. Buffinton, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Calkin, 
| Cessna, Churchill, William T., Clark, Sidney Clarke, 
` Amasa Cobb,Coburn. Conger, Covode, Cowles, Dickey, 
Duyal, kla, Finkelnbarg, Fisher, Fitch, Gartield, 
Gilfillan, Halo, H; wiley, Hoar, Hooper, Ingersoll, 
Jenckes, Kelicy, Kelsey, Knapp, Lynch, Maynard, 
MeCarth he AS Meutew. Merour, Milnes, Blia- 
: kim HH. Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, 
yers, Negley, O'Neill, Packer Peek, Phelps, Roots, 
Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Porter Sheldon. 
John A. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Starkwoather, 
Stevenson, striokland, Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, 
Upson, Van Wyck, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
heeler, Willard. and John fT. Wilson—77. 
nih Ee Movers Adan Aroher Asper:Ay er Bock, 
enjamin, Biggs, Bi eak or; es Brooks, Buck, 
‘Ryrchend Cleveland, Clint mis Cobb, vok, Conner, 
: Cox, Cultom, Degener, Dickinson, Dox, Bidridge, 
Farnsworth, Ferriss, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Ham- 
blaton, Hamill, Hamilton, Harris, ilay, Heflin, Hol- 
, man, Hotchkiss, Alexander If. Jones, Thomas L 
Jones, Judd, Laflin, Lash, Lawrence, Logan, Lough- 
ridge, Marshall, Mayham, Mckee, McKenzie, Mo- 
Neely, J esso H. Moore, Morgan, Morphis, Morrissey, 
Niblack, Orth, Packard, Paine, Perec, Peters, Pom- 
eroy, Potter, Prosser, Randall, Reeves, Rogers, San- 
ford, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, 
Joseph Ss. mith, Willig of Smir William Smyth, 
Stiles, Stokes, Stone, Stoughton, Strader, Sweeney, 
Taffe, Trimble, Tyner, Van Trump, Voorhees, Wells, 
Whitmore, Wiikinson,. Williams, Winans, Winches- 
ter, Witcher, and W ood—9},. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. A 

Bailey, Banks, B 


Boles, Bowen 
i olee, Borens 


rnell, Atwood, Axtell, 


es, D 
Hal Hays, 
Kerr, 
Mungen,. ice 
way Schumaker, Sherrod, St 3 
‘Tanner, Twi 


on account of- sickness. ; 
. Mr. FINKELNBURG stated that: his col 
league {Mr.. McCormick] had been. called 
home by sickness in bis family. .. 
- The vote was then annaonoed as above 
recorded. . n l ' 
-© i EWAVE OF ABSENCE. 
.- By unanimous consent, leave of absence was 
anted to Mr. Coor from to-day to the 16th 
instant, on account of sickness ‘A his family; 
to Mr. GARFIELDE, of Washington, for the 
remainder of the session; to Mr. McCormick, 
of Missouri, for two weeks, on account of sick 
ness in his family; to Mr. Mercur until the 
17th instant; to Mr. Sproye for two weeks, and 
‘to Mr. Coss, of North: Carolina, for three 
weeks. 0 00 i í TREA: 
aa‘ THE TARIFF ; 
Mr. SCHBNCK, Inow moye that the rules 
-be suspended; and the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole upon the. special 
order... .. 
' . The motion was agreed to. , -> aa 
:. The Tosa accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole.on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Waeever in the ghair,).and re- 
| sumed the consideration of tha spegial order, 
|| being the bill (H, R. No. 1068) to amend exist- 
| ing laws relating to the daty on imports, and 
li for other purposes. Des 
| Tha CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
li was last in session it had under consideration 
ii the following paragraph of the bill: 

On steel railway bars, 2 cents per pound; and on 
all railway bars made in part of steel, ls cents per 
pound: Provided, That metal converted, cast, or 
‘made from iron by the Bessemer or pneumatic pro- 
i cess, of whatever form or description, shall be classed 
~assteeh — ; By. oh ; 
«Qn this paragraph debate has been elored. 
The pending question is upon the motion of the 
|; gentleman trom Missouri [Mr. Bexsamix] to 
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awend the paragraph just read by striking out 
the proviso and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 

And on metal converted, cast, or made from iron 
by the Bessemer or pneumatic process, of whatever 
form or description, $30 per ton. 

To which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Bixcuan] has moved an amendment to make 
it $36 a ton. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desireto move to 
amend the text of that portion of the para- 
graph which it is proposed by the motion of 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bensamin] 
to strike out. 


The CHAIRMAN, Only an amendmentto | : 
: and Mr. ScofIELD were appointed. 


the amendment isin order, and that is not what 
is proposed by the gentleman from Illinois. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understand that 
when it is proposed to strike out it is proper 
to amend the text before a division is taken on 
the question of striking out. The gentleman 
from Missouri moved to strike out the para- 


graph beginning with the word ‘“‘provided” |: 


and to substitute another. I propose to amend 
that paragraph before it is struck out. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has ruled 


that the gentleman’s amendment would not be || 


in order, ` 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. I had 
supposed that there could be no controversy 


as to the right of the committee to perfect what | 


has been proposed to be stricken out. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object to any debate on 
the appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The question was put; and the decision of 
the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. RANDALL. I riseto a parliamentary 
inquiry. The amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Brvcam] putting the duty at 
$36 per ton has been adopted by the com- 
mittee. Would it be in order to move to strike 
out the word ‘‘six,’’ so as to leave the duty 


$30? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chuir rules that it 
would not. 

Mr. RANDALL. Then I understand the 
Chair to decide that while if the rate had been 
$30 in the motion it would be in order to 
make it $36, the converse is notin order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair since yes- 
terday has consulted with the author of the 
‘ Digest of the Rules,” and finds his decision 
corroborated; that when the committee has 
taken certain action you cannot detract from 
the force of what the committee has done, but 
you can add to it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I move to 
add the words ‘‘less $6.’’ That, I think, 
would bein order according to the ruling of 
the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that this 
amount of $36 cannot be made mathematically 
less. He rules that it may be increased, but 
not diminished. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to know at what 
stage of the proceeding it would be in order 
to move a substitute? 

The CHAIRMAN. Whenever a proposition 
is definitely presented the Chair will ruleupon 
it. The Chair will state what he understands 
to be the parliamentary situation of the ques- 
tion. If members of the committee are not 
satisfied with the rate the committee has fixed, 
$36, they have to vote down the amendment 
of the gentleman from Missouri, as amended 
by the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio. 
If this should be done, the whole proposition 
will be open to amendment. Any amendment 
may then be offered which the committee has 
not definitely rejected. The question is now 
on the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. Bensamiy,] as amended. 

Mr. COX. Would it be in order now to 
move a substitute for the whole clause? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentieman may offer 
a substitute, but a vote cannot now be taken 
on it. 

s 


I must take an |; 


‘on the 


- Mr. CULLOM. What is the question now 
before the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee is on the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Missouri, as amended. As many as 
favor it will say “ay.” 

Mr. BURCHARD. I desire to offer an 
amendment to the pending amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman cannot 
offer an amendment while a division is taking 
place. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 61, noes 73. 

Mr. SCHENCK called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. BENJAMIN 


The committee again divided; and the tell- 


: ers reported—ayes 76, noes 72. 

So Mr. Bensamin’s amendment, as amended, - 
; Was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Inow moveto strike out 
i the paragraph. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I desire to | 
| make a parliamentary inquiry. 
| graph is not struck out, will the Chair decide | 
i that it is then amendable? P 
The CHAIRMAN. , It will be in the power | & 
: of the committee to amend it. 
Mr. STEVENSON. Is it in order to move `' 
| to strike out a paragraph after it has been 
| inserted ? 


The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 
Mr. PETERS. I move to amend by insert- 
ing at the end of the paragraph the following: ` 


But from and after January 1, 1871, the duty on | 
railway steel bars, made by the 
other process, shall be 14 cents per pound only. 


amendment that reduces the rate which the 
committee have already voted. | 
Mr. PETERS. This is an entirely distinct 
proposition, a different time being fixed. i 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules thatit 
is an independent proposition. Up to thetime | 
it names it would not interfere with the duty į 
remaining as fixed by the committee. 


t 


Mr. PETERS. Is my amendment debatable? f 


The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. 

The question was puton Mr. PETERS’ S amend- 
ment; and there were—ayes 65, noes 70. 

Mr. CULLOM called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cuutom and 
Mr. STEVENSON were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 68, noes 76. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
add the following as an additional proviso: 


Provided, That the royalty of the patentees shall 
not be over 50 cents per ton. ; 


Mr. SCHENCK. I shall raise a question | 
of order, that we cannot regulate individual 
matters of this sort, unless the gentleman will 
modify his amendment so as to provide that the 
publishers of the New York Express shall not 
charge more than so much for advertisements, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that 
the amendment is not germane. , 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I want :to | 
appeal pro forma from that decision, to state | 


my point. ; 
Mr. KELSEY. Debate has been closed. 
The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order 
ending paragraph. ie 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I ask to be 
permitted to state my proposition. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks 
unanimous consent to state his proposition. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I object. That is evidently 


debate. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move to strike “2” out 
of line four hundred and thirty-four and insert 
“14,” and to strike out the proviso. 

Mr. CESSNA. I raise a point of order on 
that. The proviso has already been stricken 


If the para- | 


Bessemer or any || 
i| and there were—ayes 34, noes 60; no quorum 

Mr. BENTON. I riseto a question of order. |; 
I submit that the gentleman cannot offer an | 


vt 
{ 
i 
| 
| 


| out, and a substitute for it inserted. 
L Tbe CHAIRMAN. The point of order is i 


well taken, and only the gentleman’s first 
proposition is in order. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then I move to strike out 
2” and insert “14.” 

Mr. SCHENCK. Where wasthe $36 a ton 
inserted ? 

The CHAIRMAN. At the end of the clause, 
It relates simply to iron made by the Bessemer 
or paeomens process. 

‘he question was taken on Mr. ALLISON’ S 
amendment ; and it was disagreed to—ayes 47, 
noes 70. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to add at the end of 
the paragraph a proviso that the amount of the 


| duty shall not exceed 50 per cent. ad valorem, 


Mr. MAYNARD. I makethe point of order 
that an amendment, to be received and acted 
on, must be submitted in writing. 

. The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 


' well taken. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I will write it ina moment. 

Mr. SCHENCK. While the gentleman ig 
reducing his amendment to writing I would 
like to know who is to settle the duty so that 
it shall not exceed 50 per cent. ad valorem — 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. [I call the 
entleman to order. No debate is in order, 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is closed, and 
that is a question fur the committee, and not 


> for the Chair. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I now offer the following 


' amendment, to come in at the end of the para- 


graph: 
Provided, however, That no duty imposed by this 
paragraph shall exceed 50 per cent. ad valorem. 


The question was put on the amendment; 


voting. pa 
Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Houtman and 
Mr. Cessna were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 55, noes 70. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
_Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I offer the 
following additional proviso: 


Provided, That the patent recorded in the Patent 
Office for Messrs. Morrell, Griswold & Winslow for 
this Bessemer or pneumatic process for twelve years 
be surrendered. 


Mr. KELSEY. I raise the point of order 
on that amendment that it is not germane to 
the bill. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 
well taken. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Ishallappeal 
in good faith from that decision of the Chair, 
which I am certain is wrong. 

The amendment was again read. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I call the 


:; attention of the Chair to the words ‘‘ this Bes- 


semer or pneumatic process.” 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that 
this is a bill relating to general interests, and 


| it is ‘not germane to introduce into it private 


legislation. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The whole 
bill is private. I can get $3,000,000 for this 
one item. I will bring the richest men in the 
country here in forty-eight hours who will put 
into the Treasury $3,000,000 for the bounty 
afforded by this paragraph with the patents 
these men have, with a guarantée by Congress 
that the 2 cents per pound given by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means shall run as long 
as the patents run. 

The question was then taken upon sustain- 
ing the decision of the Chair; and upon a 
division, there were—ayes eighty -eight. 

Before the noes were counted, 

Mr. COX said. Irise toa point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee is now 
dividing.. i 

Mr. COX. I want to raise my point of 
order before the annunciation of the vote. — 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can raise 
his point of order after the vote has been taken 
upon the pending question. D 

Mr. COX. It would be too late then. 

The CHAIRMAN. Unless the point relates 
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to some irregularity in the division it is not in 
order. — 

Mr. COX, It relates to an irregularity in 
the voting. My point is that Mr. MORRELL, 
of Pennsylvania, is voting upon a proposition 
in which he is directly interested. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will rule, as : 
he did yesterday, that that is not a question | 
for the Committee of the Whole to consider. | 


Mr. COX. I want to state—— 
Cries of *‘ Order!” ‘Order! ” 


Mr. COX. Then I will have to raise the ` 
| that Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania, ought not 
The CHAIRMAN. That is the only place © 


question ir the House. 


where auch a question can be decided. It is ; 
not the province of the Committee of the | 
Whole to determine any collateral question | 


of that kind. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 


be raised. 


Mr. COX. Will it not be too late for me to ` 
raise the point of order after the vote has been | 


announced? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has ruled that 
the question cannot be raised in Committee of 
the Whole at any time. 
the Honse if at all. 

Mr. COX. Can I not move that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole now rise, so that I may 
raise the question in the House? 


i 


| 


I raise another question `. 
of order: that while one point of order ìs pend- ': 
ing, undecided, another point of order cannot | 


: The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bensan] is 
substantially a substitute for the entire para- 
| graph, which the Chair rules to be in order. 
| ‘The question was taken upon the amendment | 
of Mr. Bexyamin to the amendment-of Mr. 
Cox; and upon a division, there were—ayes 
42, noes 60; no quorum voting. | 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. BENJAMIN | 
. and Mr. MayNnarb were appointed. j 


Before the teilers took their places, E 


Mr. McNEELY said: Some of us here think 


to vote upon this question about to be voted 
upon, on account of the direct personal inter- ` 
est which he has in it, as was shown in the 
debate on yesterday. In what way can we 
bring up that question so that there may be a 
decision upon it? 

TheCHAIRMAN. The committee may rise 


Mr. McNEEBLY. Then I move that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole now rise, in order that I 


': may submit to the House the question I have 
; indicated. I want to see whether a man has a 


th 


It must be raised in / 


right to put millions of dollars in his own pocket 
by his own vote on this floor. 

Mr. CESSNA. Is that motion now in order, 
` the committee being engaged in dividing upon 
` a question? 
| The CHAIRMAN. A motion that the com- 


The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order to |! mittee rise may be entertained at any time, 
|| when the committee is not actually engaged in 


move that the committee rise while the com- 


mittee is actually engaged in dividing upon a | 
Those voting in the negative upon | 
i} The CHAIRMAN. A motion for the com- 

i mittee to rise is not amendable or debata- | 


question. 
the question whether the decision of the Chair 
shall stand as the judgment of the committee 
will now rise in their places and stand until 
counted. 

The negative vote was announced as7, which, 
with the affirmative vote, 88, did not make a 
quorum. 

Mr. CONGER. Is there not a rule of the 
House requiring all members present to vote 
unless excused? 

The CHAIRMAN. There is; but it must 


be enforced by the House and not by the Com- |! 


mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. CONGER. There is a quorum present, 
bat members will not vote. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Brooxs, of 
New York, and Mr. KELSEY were appointed. 

The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
reported that there were—ayes one hundred 
and five, noes not coanted. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


The question recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. Cox, to strike out the entire paragraph as 
amended and to insert in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing : 

Oo steel railway bars, 1} cents per pound, and on all 
railway bars madein 
and on all metal converted, east, or made from iron 
by the Bessemer or pneumatic proceas, of whatever 
form or description, $33 60 per ton. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a question of 
order, 

_The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 


voting. 
Mr. COX. I desire to movean amendment. 


i ble. 


| 

: th 
there were—ayes 89, noes 70. 

Mr. McNEELY. I call for tellers. 

| Tellers were ordered; and Mr. McNEELY 
and Mr. Benton were appointed. 

' The committee again divided; and the tellers 

| reported that there were—ayes 46, noes 78. 

: So the motion that the committee rise was 
not agreed to. 


i While those opposed to the motion were 


part of steel, 1} cents per pound ; 


Mr. MAYNARD. My point of order is that | 


the Committee of the Whole have already 
passed upon each of these propositions. 

The CHAIRMAN. The latter portion of 
the proposition the Chair rules is not in order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. As I understand it the 
whole of the proviso has been acted on. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is cor- 

rect, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move a substitute for 
the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York (Mr.Cox] 
Bessemer steel of all kinds, $33 50 per ton.” 

Mr. BENTON. Irise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 
r. BENTON. The Chair ruled yesterday 
Ithat ac amount fixed by the Committee of the 
Whole could be added to but not diminished. 


to make the paragraph read‘‘on || 


| passing between the tellers, 

Mr. McNEBLY arrested the count and said: 
Has the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
MORRELL, a right to vote on this question ? 

The CHAI 
he is entitled to vote. 


the result announced as above. 
| The queson recurred on the amendment 
| of Mr. BENJAMIN, on which, no quorum havin 
voted, Mr. Bexsamin and Mr. Maynagp ha 
' been appointed tellers. 
The ameidment was again reported, as fol- 

| lows: . 

Strike out the paragraph, andinsert in lieu thereof 
the following : 

On Bessemer steel of all kinds, $30 50 per ton. 

The committee divided ; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 51, noes 66. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union rose informally; and Mr. Scor1eLp 
having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 
a message from the Senate, by Mr. Goruam, 


f 


i passed bills of the following titles, in which 
the concurrence of the House was requested : 

An act (S. No. 829) in relation to fraudu- 
lent trade-marks upon foreign watches ; 

An act AN No. 850) for the relief of Captain 
| George Henry Preble, of the Navy of the 
| United States ; 

An act (S. No. 743) confirming and extend- 
ing a patent-right to Levi W. Pond and the 
| Eau Claire Lumber Company ; 


and report the subject to the House for con- | 
i sideration. 


The question was taken upon the motion ' 
at the committee rise; and upon a division, |, 


MAN. The Chair rules that 


The voting was resumed and concluded, and i 


£ ; 


į its Secretary, announced that the Senate had | 


An act (S. No. 846) granting a pension to 
Rebecca Shoemaker ; 

An act (S. No. 790) for the relief of John 
Tyler; 

An act (S. No. 692) for the relief of J. Ross 
Browne, late minister to China ; 

An act (S, No. 390) to change the place of 
holding the courts of the United States for the 
northern district of Mississippi ; 

An act (S. No. 893) to aid in the construc- 
tion of the Omaha and Northwestern railroad 
and telegraph line from Omaha, via the mouth 
of Niobrara river, to Fort Berthold, Dakota 
Territory; and 

An act (S. No. 483) granting lands and the 
right of way in Missouri and Arkansas to aid 
in the construction of a railroad and telegraph 
line along or near the thirty-sixth parallel of 
north latitude, from the Mississippi river to 

_ the Arkansas river. 


TARIFF BILL, 


The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union resumed its session. 

The question then recurred upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Cox; which was read, as follows: 


Strike out the paragraph, and insert in lieu thereof 

the following: 
`  Onsteel railway bars, 1} cents per pound, and on 

all railway bars made partly ofsteel, 11-10cents per 
pound, 

On agreeing to the amendment, there were— 
ayes 18, noes70; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Cox and Mr. 
PETERS were appointed, 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 29, noes 80; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
the roll to be called ; when the following-named 
members failed to answer: 

Messrs. Atwood, Axtel, Ayer, Baile 
| man,Beat'y, Bennett, Boles Bowen, & 
jamin F. Butler, Crebs, Davis, Dawes, 

ey, Dyer, Fox, Haight, Haldeman, Hawkins, Heaton, 

Hill, Hoge, Holman, Johnson, Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, 
Knott, Logan, McCormick, Mungen, Paine. Balmer 
| Perce, Platt, Poland, Pomeroy, Porter, Ridgway, 
i Schumaker, Lionel A. Sheldon, Sherrod, Stevens, 
| Stevenson, Stiles, Tanner, ‘['wichell, Van Auken, 
Van Horn, Van Wyck, Voorhees, William B. Wash- 
burn, Welker, and Woodward. 

During the roll-call the following announce- 
ments were made: 

Mr. DICKEY. The gentleman from Illinois, 
Mr. Logan, is absent on a conference com- 
mittee. 

Mr. LAFLIN. My colleague, Mr. TANNER, 
‘is absent on a committee of conference. 

Mr. CONGER. My colleague, Mr. Bea- 
1; MAN, has left the Hall on account of sickness. 
| Mr. BECK. My colleague, Mr. Kyorr, is 
ck in bed. 
Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. 
i is at home sick. 
i The names of the absentees were announced 
as above stated. j 
i| The committee then rose; and Mr. ScoFIELD 
| having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 
| Mr. Wurkien reported that the Committee of 
‘| the Whole on the state of the Union having, 
‘ according to order, had the Union generally 
; under consideration, and particularly House 
! bill No. 1068, to amend existing laws relating 
|, to the duty on imports, and for other pur- 
| poses, and finding itself without a quorum, 
| he had, under the rule, caused the roll to be 
; called, and now reported the names of the 
; absentees to the House, in order that they may 
| be entered upon the Journal. ; 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A quorum 
i| having answered to their names, the only thing 
| in order is for the committee to resume its 
| Session. ; n 
| _ The committee then resumed its session, Mr. 
i WHEELER in the chair. 

The tellers resumed their places. 

The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
| reported—ayes 50, noes 80. 

So Mr. Cox’s substitute was rejected. 


The question then recurred on Mr. Bensa- 


. Barnum, Beg- 
oyd, Burr, Ben- 
ockery, Don- 


i} si 
| Mr. Heatoyw 


i 


An act (S. No. 845) granting a pension to 
; Harriet Dewitt Mitchell ; 


MIN’S motion, to strike out the paragraph aa 
amended, 
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The committee divided; and there warè— 
ayes 20, noes 83. ` 
So the motion was disagreed to. 


The Clerk read as fallows : 


On steel wire not less than No. 13 wiro gauge, 5 
cents per pound; fiuer than No. 13 wire gauge, 
cents per pound: ided, That wire for piano and 
other musical instrument strings, and steel wirecov- 
ered with siik, cotton, ororber textile material, shall 
pay 25 per cent. additional. 2 


Mr. SCHENCK. I am instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means in line four 


hundred and thirty-nine, after the words “on | 


steel wire, to insert ‘whether rolled or 
drawn.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK, 
forty-one l move, after the word “that,” to 
insert “steel.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. In line four hundred and 
forty-three, after the word ‘pay,’ insert ‘‘in 
addition.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. In line four hundred and 
forty four strike out “additional” and insert 
“ad valorem.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

As amended, the paragraph then read : 


On steel wire, whether rolled or drawn, not less 
thau No. 13 wire gauge, 5 cents per pound; finer than 
No. 13 wire gauge, 6 cents per pound: Provided, 
That steel wire for piano and other musical instru- 


ment strings, and steel wire covered with silk, cotton, 


In line four hundred and. 


1 


) 
i 


6} The CHAIRMAN. The tellers, 


steel wire is high enough now. ` Everybody 
ought to be satisfied with it; but I object tor 
the present to the gentleman introducing anew 
thing here. I shall object to the doubling of 
the rate by and by. ; 


| sky, and Mr. Brooxs of New York, will please 


‘and after the word 


take their places. 


| ‘The committee divided; and the tellers re- ` 


| ported—ayes 90, noes 35. : 
' So Mr. Hoar’s amendment. was agreed to. 
Mr. ALLISON. I now move the amend: 
meas which a short time ago I stated I should. 
offer. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Tn line four hundred and thirty-nine, ag amended, . 
after the word “value” insert *' loss than one quar- 


Mr. Kero! 


` steel. 


‘ mit me, I will say a word or two. 


out'tho last word. The increased rate of duty 
proposed by the committee, as I understand, 


-only corresponds to the inorease in the rates 


of duty on the kind of steel which the manu- 
facturer is obliged to purchase for his wire, 
That is, it is made to correspond as nearly as 
possible. And. I think the question whether 
the duty should be reduced, as proposed by 
the gentleman from lowa, should depend on 
what rate of duty is left by the committee on 

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman will per- 
The com- 


' mittee seem to have had two objects in view in 


ter ofan inch diameter, and :” and inline four hun- -. 


dred and forty-four strike out ‘5’ and insert °*2:,” 
and after the word “ pound” insert “‘in addition 
thereto, 20 per cent. ad valorem ;” in line four hun- 
dred and forty-one strike ont “6” and insert “3,” 
“pound” insert the words “in 


' addition thereto, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


or other textUe material, shall pay, in addition, | 


23 per eent. ad valorem, 


Mr. ALLISON. In line four hnndred and 
thirty-nine I move to insert ‘‘less than one 


third of an inch in diameter;’’ in line four 
hundred and forty strike out ‘5° and insert |. 


“23, and afterthe word “' pound” insert “and 
in addition thereto, 20 per cent. ad valorem;’ 
in line four hundred and forty-one strike out 
66"? and insert ‘3,’ and after the word 
pound” insert ‘‘and, in addition thereto, 20 
per cent. ad valorem.” 


Mr. HOAR. I have an amendment which i! instead of No. 16, as it is. now in the existing | 


comes in before that. 


_ Mr. ALLISON. Iwill withdraw my amend- ` 


ment for the present. 

Mr. HOAR. Inline fourh 
nine, after the word ‘‘wire,’’ 1 move to insert 
the words ‘‘and wire of which steel shall be a 


ing: 

Provided further, That all steel in coils not more 
than three sixteenths of an inch diameter or square, 
coated with zinc or other metal, and not so coated, 
shall pay the same duty as steel wire. 


Mr. Chairman, the gentlemen will remem- . 


ber that when the matter of iron wire was 


undred and thirty- | 


under discussion the question arose on the part . 


of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. CLEVE- 


LAND] and the gentleman from Illinois [Mr, i| 


Burcuarp] ag to the correct description o 
wire, it having been ascertained that recently 
a new process had been invented. By agree- 


ment on the part of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means a phraseology was adopted cor- : 
rectly describing this process; thatis, providing ; 
all rolled iron of less than a certain size should || 
I desire to move the same | 
I desire the | 


be known as wire. 
amendment in regard to steel. 
question taken on both amendments at once. 


The committee divided; and there were— ` 
| and for 6 cents, 3 cents and 20 per cént.:ad | 


ayes 31, noes 87; no quorum voting. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
is any objection to the first amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. I withdraw the amendment, 
and offer the first branch of it, so as to be first 
voted on. ; 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The present 
duty on steel wire is 2} cents per pound and 
20 per cent. ad valorem. The proposition of 
the committee isto make it 5 cents per pound, 
and the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Hoar] proposes to insert a new thing uuder 
that classification. I think the duty on this 


I do not understand there ; 


| 


‘ substitute the proposal of the committee with. 


; increase. 
the duty on the steel from which this wire is; |; 


Mr. ALLISON. I offer this amendment for 
the purpose of making this paragraph conform ' 
as nearly as may be to the existing. law, the 


. reporting as they have done upon wire—the 


first the conversion of ‘an ad valorem into a 
specific duty, and the second a proper adjust- 
ment of the rates of duty. By reterence to 
the Treasury report of the importations of 
1868, the last we have, it appears that the rate 
of duty at 2} centsa pound and 20 per cent. 
ad valorem on wire less than 16 wire gauge 
averaged about 84% per cent., and upon the 


: finer wire but about 27} per cent.; so that 


exception being that the committee have sub- ,: 
stituted No. 13 wire gauge for No. 16 wire | 


gauge, so that even it my amendment were | 
adopted all steel wire between No. 18 and No. . 
16 would pay a higher rate of duty. I have 
not changed the wire gauge numbers as. pro- 
posed in the bill. Now, 1 do not understand. 
that it is proposed generally to makean increase , 
of the rates of duty upon steel wire. | 
Mr, MAYNARD. Will the gentleman allow | 
me to ask if I am correct in understanding his . 
amendment to be tbat instead of 5 cents per. 
pound he substitutes 2} cents and 20 per cent,: | 


ad valorem, and instead of 6 cents per pound |: 
' 8 cents and 20 per cent. ad valorem ?. ‘i 


Mr. ALLISON, Yes; I desire to make the | 
paragraph conform exactly to the existing law | 
with reference to this steel wire, except that I: 


reference to the wire gauge, leaving it No. 13 | 


law. The 
Ways and 
upon this class of steel wire by substituting a 
specific duty of 5 cents. per pound where a 


proponon of the Committee of | 
leans increases the rate of duty | 


| 
{ 
` specific duty of 2} cents per pound and an ad | 


component part;’’ in line four hundred and | valorem of 20 per cent. now exists, 


forty-four, at the end of the line, add the follow- `' 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Can the gen- | 


tleman state what percentage of increase that | 


will be? : 

Mr. ALLISON. I. cannot just now state | 
what the exact increase will be, but it will be | 
3 very large percentage. , senuk E 
- Mr. BROOKS, of New York... It will.beam 
increase of 100 per cent. Bile, Lane sory 

Mr. ALLISON. lamaware thatit is p large | 
We have already reduced somewhat | 


made, and the importations of steel wire under : 
the existing rate of duty are very smallindeed și 
therefore there can be no possible reason for | 
increasing this rate of duty upon steel wire. I; 
desire to have a vote-on my amendment. —ž— 

Mr. MAYNARD. -L rise in order to ascer- ; 


tain if I correctly understand the gentleman’s | 


amendment. If I do, I think it is a proper i 
one. I understand that'it is to make thë sec- | 
tion read as it dees, except substituting for 5 . 
cents, 24 cents and 20'per cent. ad valorem. | 


valorem. Ithink that is better than what is , 
proposed in the bill for this reason, that there: 
is a great difference in price between the differ’: 
ent qualities of wire; aud as the duty in the | 
form proposed by the gentleman from lows : 
will be something like a correct relative rate | 
of duty on the different grades, I shall support | 
the amendment. ; Paw eS 
Mr. ALLISON. Then I presume there will. 
be no objection to the amendment. ° ` 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- : 
$ | 
{ 


i 
j 
j 


ment is exhausted. ia 


Mr. HOAR. I move to amend by striking | 


sé 


j 
i 


1 


looking to the increased amount of labor in 
volved in the manufacture of wire, an article 
drawn cold and frequently annealed, losing 
a part of its substance at each annealing, and 
the desirableness of getting rid of the ad 
valorem, the committee fixed the rates as they 
are proposed in the bill. Rolled steel is that. 
outof which the wire isoften drawn, and there- 
fore it is proper to embrace it iu this para- 
graph, as hag been done, but it is not really 
wire. It id tréated as wire because it could 
be imported as rolled steel under other grades: 
of duty if it were not put here. These are 
the reasons that influenced the committee, 
and I think they-are sufficient to control the 
Committee of the Whole. 

The question was taken on Mr. ALLIson’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. . 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
strike out the proviso as follows: 


Provided, That wire for piano and other musical 
instrument strings, and steel wire covered with silk, 
cotton, or other textile material, shall pay 25 per 
cent. additional. 


There is a celebrated line of poetry that has 


| attracted much attention, and. it is— 


“Woodman, spare that tree.” _ 


L beg one side of this House to have respect 
to the piano and the strings- of the pianó, and 
of the harp—ay, even of the banjo, for some- 
times they may be of wire. I beg the commit« 
tee at least to spare. the.pianos and the piano 
wires. I have appealed in vain in behalf of 
the ladies of the country for their hair-pins, 
and it wag.of no use. I have appealed in ba~ 
half of their corsets, and the House was equally 
deaf to that appeal. In the name of the muses,’ 
in behalf of the piano, which graces almost 
every home in the country, I respectfully beg 
the attention of this steel majority—I mean to: 
spell the word as inthe bill, [langhter]—I 
respectfully beg their.attention to thig new tax 
of 25 per cent. ad valorem upon the wire which 
goes into pianos, in addition to the existing 

uty. I hope those who have been deaf to all 
other appeals will at least not be deaf to music, 
and will not deserve the stigmatizing line of the 
poet who speaks of those who have no music 
in theip sonls. — `- ; ; 

: Mr- MAYNARD. Mr. Chairman, my friend 
from New York seems to have been singularly 
touched by our action on ‘the subject, of cor- 
sets. Hécomes back to that ‘* mutton” every 
day or two, or-orce or twice every day, and I 
suppose, having made that. point upon us, hë 
has nów accomplished the object of his amend- 
ment, and I shall not waste any time in show- 
ing that this class of products is more expens- 
ive and involves a great deal more labor than 
ordinary wire. I rose, however, for the pur- 
pose of moving a verbal amendment to the 
proviso before the vote is taken on striking it 
oat. Instead: of the rather awkward phrase- 
ology found, in the bill, ‘“ wire for piano and 
other musical instrument strings,” 1 move to 
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insert the wards '' wire for strings of pisnos |: 
and other musical instruments.” 

Mr. Maynarp’s amendment was agreed to. | 

The question recurred on the motion tostrike 
out the paragraph. 

Mr. HOAR. The purpose of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Brooks} is to refrain 
from imposing upon a luxury, a particular and 
expensive kind of luxury of the parlor, the 
same duty which we have apod on the hair- 
pins and corset-wires of the poor laboring 
woman, the factory girl, and the servant in the 
kitchen. This 1s a tax on a luxury simply, a 
necessary of life to no person: and it seems to 
me that if any revenue is to be raised by duties 
on imports, no person can claim that it is 
proper to reduce the revenue upon this par- 
ticular article. 

The question was put on Mr. Brooxs’s mo- 
tion; and on a division, there were—ayes 40, 
noes 62; no quorum voting. ' 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Cox and Mr. | 
Marxarp were arene’: 

The committee divided ; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 49, noes 66. 

While members were passing between the 
tellers, 

Mr. SCHENCK said: Is it in order to call 
attention to the fact that while there are one 
hundred and seventy members here we can 
hardly get a quorum to vote? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no con- 
trol over that matter. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I withdraw the re- 
mark. 

The tellers having reported, the Chair an- 
nounced that the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HOAR. I move to amend this para: 
graph by adding to it the following : 

Provided further, That all steel in coils, not more 
than three tenths of an inch diameter or square, 
coated with sine or other metal, or not so coated, 
shall pay the same duty as steel wire. H 

My amendmentis designed simply to remove 
an ambigaity of expression in the bill as it now 
stands, and not to alter the duty as proposed i 
by this paragraph. When the subject ot iron 
wire was before the Committee of the Whole 
the otber day the gentleman from New Jersey | 
(Mr. C.eveLaxp] and the gentleman from | 
llfinois, [Mr. Borcwarp,] the latter of whom 
was very earnestly in favor of a reduction of 
the duty, and beth of whom had been prac- | 
tically engaged in dealing in this article of | 
wire—both of those gentlemen made excep- | 


tion to the phraseology of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. The committee had made 
use of the expression ‘‘steel wire, either 
rolled or drawn.” It was agreed here by 
gentlemen on both sides who were practically 
acquainted with the business, that the distinc- 
tion between wire and rod does not lie in the 
matter of size, but depends upon the fact |; 
whether the article is rolled, an operation | 
which is performed when the iron is hot, or | 
whether it is drawn through a plate, an opera- 
tion performed while the iron is cold. 

Now, a tariff intended to protect steel wire | 
does not protect it against competition fron | 
an article of the same size but which is pro- 
duced by another process. By an invention | 
recently brought to perfection in England, and | 
now in process of introduction into this coun- 
try, both iron and steel are rolled to the size 
of the piece which I now bold in my hand, and 
to a size still smaller. Upon that criticism | 
being made upon the bill it was suggested that 
as it was a mere question of phraseology and | 

. hot of substance, undonbtedly a phrase could 
be selected which would meet the objections 
of gentlemen on both sides. Accordingly, the 
precise phraseology which I have employed in 
my amendment to be applied to steel was 
agreed to by the Committee of the Whole in 
regard to iron without objection from any | 
one. I desire that the Committee of the 
Whole shall adopt this amendment in regard 
to-ateel wire. I understand that my friend 


from Towa 
osition, > - 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I desire to 
ate of the gentleman from Massachusetts 


[Mr. ALLtson} assenta to my prop- 


r. Hoar] if he includes hoop-skirt wire in 
is amendment? 


i 
; 


Mr. HOAR. I suppose not. Ido not know |: 
what amount of hoop-skirt wire is made of | 


steel. i 

Mr. COX. The other day, when the sub- 
ject of iron wire was before the Committee 
of the Whole, gentlemen said that it did not 
include hoop-skirt wire. Now, when we are 
considering the article of steel wire, I want 
to know if it includes hoop-skirt wire cov- 
ered with cloth. J understand from my friend 
from Utah—I beg his pardon, I mean the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoover, } 
that hoop-skirt wire is not included in this 
pending paragraph, but it may be included in 
a subsequent paragraph. I will therefore wait 
until it comes up for consideration. 

The amendmert of Mr. Hoar was then 
agreed to. 


Mr. BROOKS; of New York. I am sorry 


| : pa 
I have this. duty to perform, but itis never- 


theless a duty. I mave to further amend this 
paragraph by adding to it the following: 
Provided, There shall be no rates of duty levied 
upon steel wire over 75 per cent. ad valorem, 
I must nibble away at thie bill, even upon 
the article of iron, no matter in what category 
of insects I may be classed by the chairman 


| of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. 
| SCHENOK.} I must, therefore, nibble away at 


this wire and at these amendments which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] 
has been able to have ingrafted upon the ori- 


ginal bill, and far which that wire factory in 


? 


orcester, in the district which he so ably 
represents here, should be tbankful, which 
they no doubt will highly appreciate, and for 
which he will most thoroughly deserve not 
only their thanks, but the thanks of all the wire 
manufacturers in and about the Worcester 
district, which he represents. But I would beg 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 

Mr. Hoar, ] 1 humbly beg of him, not only in 

ehalf of those who use pianos, but also in 
behalf of those who wear skirts, to be content 
with a bounty of 75 per cent. ad valorem, at 
the utmost, and not to ask for more. 


The rate of duty on wire is now 24 cents and |! 


20 per cent. ad valorem. Tha increase of this 


i duty ta 5 and.6 cents per pound is an increase 
| of from 100 to 140 per cent. upon these wires, 


A bounty so enormous as this is too much to 
ask from this House. In behalf of almost all 


classes of ‘wire, not only that used in pianos, :, 
but even that employed in making rat-traps | 
and bird- cages, | most respectfully ask the gen- | 
| tleman from Massachusetts to accept my prop- ` 
osition and to be content with a bounty of 75 per . 


cent. ad valorem. Before I sit down I will make 


a single furtherremark. I see that the honorable : 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] : 
is about to. make a speech based upon a little _ 


book which be and I have thoroughly studied 


and fully comprehend; in other words, he is ; 
|| going to give us from the Treasury reports a |: 
| new recitation of the story of ad valorems. 
have heard it repeated over and over again; | 
and in answer to the intended speech of the | 
| gentleman, and if possible to save him the . 
necessity of making the speech, i will say that | 
though the average of duties in the Treasury | 


report may be below 75 per cent., what I pro- 
pose is that upon all wires now rating in duty 


above 75 per cent. ad valorem the duty shall | 


be only 75 per cent. I will not dispute the 
Treasury returns, and I do not think the gen- 
tleman should object to my proposition. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESİDENT. 
The committee rose infortnally; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 


from the President of the United States, by | 


Mr. Horace Porter, his Private Secretary, 


E 


announced that the President had approved 
and signed bills and joint resolutions of the 
following titles: 
| An act (H. R. No. 9) to provide for the 
| revision and consolidation of the statutes of 
: the United States; 

An act (H. R. No. 268) for the relief of 
Captain George E. Grisham, of Tennessee; 

An act (H. R. No. 840) amendatory of the 
organic act of Colorado Territory, and for other 
purposes; 

An act (H. R. No. 869) to authorize the 
issuing of a certificate of registry or enroll- 
ment to the schooners Zenas Snow and Patriot; 

An act (H. R. No. 897) to incorporate the 
Washington and Boston Steamship Company ; 

An act (H. R. No. 945) to provide for the 
survey of the Fort Gratiot military reservation, 
in the State of Michigan; 

An act (H. R. No. 1418) for the relief of 
pop ae A. Moen, administratrix, and Philip 
L. Moen, administrator of Augustus R. Moen; 

An act (H. R. No. 1611) for the relief of 
Friend A. Brainard ; 

An act (H. R. No. 1635) to authorize the 
corporate authorities of the city of George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, to pave und 
improve the streets thereof’; 

n act (H. R. No. 1912) to extend the time 
within which persons elected to office may take 
the oath of office prescribed in an act entitled 
‘* An act to admit the State of Texas to rep- 
resentation in the Congress of the United 
States ;” 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 125) for the 
relief of James L. Ridgely. collector of inter- 
R for the second district of Mary- 
and; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 144) to enable 
the Court of Claims to hear and determine the 
claim of E. Diekelman, a subject of the king 
of Prussia ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 146) for the 
return of evidence of honorable discharge to 
: officers and enlisted men ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 156) authorizing 
| the sale of certain lands at Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts, and for other purposes ; , 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 197) for the 
relief of George S. Atkinson, late assistant 
quartermaster of volunteers; 

{i Joint resolution (H. R. No. 215) authorizing 
the supply of arms for instruction and practice 
‘ to colleges and universities; ake 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 245) making an 
appropriation to defray the expenses of the 
Committee on Education and Labor incurred 
in pursuance of investigations ordered by thé 
House of Representatives; and 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 271) making an 
appropriation for. the purpose of making ex- 
periments in the ventilation of the Halls of the 
Capitol. 

THE TARIFF. | 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union resumed its session. Sete 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘The personal intimacy be- 
_ tween the gentleman and myself during the 


| last ten or twelve months has been: so great 
| that we have sounded each other's depths and 
shoals thoroughly. ` For once he has found a 
i factory outside-of Penngylvania. The gentle- 
man’s speeches are so admirable in the ** bun- 
combe’’ way that [ will only say a word in 
| reply to them. This motion is purely “ bun- 
|; combe,’’ for the gentleman knows very weil 
the ad valorem duty on wires ranges between 
‘| 274 and 342 per cent.; and he makes the mo- 
tion to have it voted down so he may tell his 
constituents next year, because he knows what 
it is, not that we have imposed a duty of 75 
per cent., but that we refused to lower it at 75 
i| per cent. I hope gentlemen will give him the - 
| benefit of that argument to his enlightened 
| 

i 


constituency. 
Mr. HOAR. I move to strike out the last 
‘| word. Mr. Chairman, I wish to say to the gen- 


i 
i 
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tleman from New York, (Mr. Brooxs,] who 
u the necessity for protection of “ rat- 
traps,” that it seems to me his appeals are 
entirely thrown away when there is so great a 
cat in the meal. This is an interest, although 
not among the most important interests, of the 


district I have the honor to represent. It is | 


one of the very many interests which are car- 
ried on there. It is important to the country 
that it should be kept up. It requires skilled 
industry and experience to carry it on. We 
are here asking for no more protection on our 
interests and industries than we are willing to 
concede to allthe rest of the country. The 
people of my district have supported by their 
representation here, almost since the Govern- 
ment was founded, the great policy of granting 
Government aid for the improvements of the 
harbors and rivers of the West. They have 
sustained the great policy by which the rapid 
settlement of the western States has been pro- 
moted by giving freely and at a mere nominal 
price grants of the public land to actual set- 
tlers. They have earnestly advocated the poliey 
which has enfranchised the labor in the South, 
which has enabled it to start out ina new career; 
and they are perfectly willing in regard to all 
these industries, if they desire it, and the con- 
dition of the country can afford to have us inau- 
gurate the principle of free trade—they are 
willing to look out for themselves and to trust 
to themselves in the race for a livelihood on 
that principle; but while iron and steel and 
coal, the foundation of their industries in this 
country, are protected by high rates of duty 
they claim that the manufactures in which they 
are interested shall receive equal protection. 
Now, one word as to this wire. It is an 
industry not confined to any one locality. The 
manufacture of this wire is growing up all over 
this country. It has been established in Mas- 
sachusetts, in Connecticut, in New York, in 
Cincinnati and St. Louis and Cleveland; there 
are establishments in all these places, as well as 
in other places I have not indicated ; and they 
are manufactories, as I observed the other day, 
which depend most entirely on the very high- 
est form of skilled labor. The protection which 
they receive is a policy that says to the skilled 
laborers of Germany and England, the best 
and most valuable class of citizens, if they de- 
sire to supply these articles to our people they 


can come over here and establish their manu- | 


factories. The policy of protecting this wire 


interest is bringing skilled workmen from Eng- : 


land and Germany to the doors of the very 
gentlemen who sit upon tbis floor as Represent- 


atives of the western part of this country. We | 


do not ask protection as a local matter, but in 
the great interest of the American people. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. COX. I move to strike out “75” and 
insert ‘‘60,’’ simply for the purpose of saying 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Hoar] talks very well in favor of his own 
special interests. I never knew him to fail to 


speak for his district, and his constituents | 


would do wrong if they failed to send him here 
to speak for his district. But when he goes 
beyond and speaks for manufactures in New 
York, Cleveland, and everywhere else, that 
raises a question for a larger discussion. This 

roviso is that wire for pianosand other musical 
instruments shall pay an additional duty of 25 
per cent. ad valorem. The gentleman refers 
to what his people have done. Does he not 
know that in the last thirteen years we have had 
thirteen tariffs made in the interest of Penn- 
sylvania and his people, for I would not forget 
Pennsylvania on this occasion, and they have 
taken nearly $1,050,000,000 in gold from the 
pockets of the people during the last thirteen 
years? This was for the purpose of raising 
revenue and incidentally or directly protecting 
a certain class of manufacturers. Now, so far 
as the free-trade element in this House is con- 
cerned, I haveto say that we are willingto adopt 
the delinition given by the great organ of the 


ay 4, 


M 


rotectionists in this country, the New York 
Tribune. We say that we hold asa distinguish- 
ing tenet of the free-trade party— 

“That no duty shall be imposed on the importa- 
tion of foreign products except for revenue, and that 
the highest rate on any article shall be that which 
shall put most money into the Treasury.” 


every free-trader, every Democrat epee ys 
and every man progressing in that direction 


and fight down those propositions which look 
to fostering these various infant manufactures 
throughout the land. 


This is substantially the proposition of my : 
friend from Illinois, [Mr. Marsmau.;] and ` 


I care not where they | q 
come from, whether they are intended to pro- | 
tect the piano-makers or whether they are to | 


apply to the negroes who play the banjo with ' 


these wires which are so covered as to make 
music. All I know is that in the end the peo- 
ple pay for the music, and they pay it to a few 
persons, and those few persons, as is developed 


by every debate here, reside in one or the other > 


of the protected States of this country—I mean 
either in Massachusetts or in Pennsylvania. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, by this clause now en- 
gaging the attention of the committee there 
is an attempt by the Committee of Ways and 
Means to add 25 per cent. to the present tax 
on these wires. That is as I understand it. 
If I am wrong in that understanding, the chair- 
man of the Committee of Waysand Means will 
correct me. Yet it is claimed that this is a 
tariff for the reduction of revenue, although on 
these various items, as we have shown, item 
by item, there is an increase. Am I not cor- 
rect in the statement I have just made? 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr.SCHENCK. Thegentlemanisvery much 
troubled about wire. 1 do not know why he 


- should be. I had occasion to step out of the Hall : 


| 


tage of my absence to raise very much the duty 
| on wire; and I say this in the presence of my 
' friend from Iowa, [Mr. ALLISON, ] who, I under- 
| stand, made the motion which has that effect. 
| The present duty on wire, which the amend- 


alittle while ago, and heand others took advan- .| 


‘| ment of the gentleman from Iowa has restored, : 


‘lis 2} cents per pound, and 20 per cent. ad 
'! valorem on one class, and 3 cents per pound 
' and 20 per cent. ad valorem on the other. 
i. Now, on the 2} cent wire the average invoice 
' valuation—and the importers always put it 
|. low enough—is 17 cents per pound; 20 per 
cent. onthat and 2} cents added makes a duty 
| of 55% 


| ing the 8 cents the duty will be 11 cents per 
‘| pound. The Committee of Ways and Means, 


class and 11 cents on the other were too high, 
proposed to lower them to 5 and 6 cents. But 
inasmuch as everything that the Committee of 
Ways and Means does must be wrong, and inas- 


‘| much as gentlemen are exceedingly anxious to 
| strike out their work and put something else 
in its place, they have returned, as I under- | 
stand, to the old duty or its equivalent, and | 


have thus added to what the committee pro- 
posed, nine tenths of a cent in one class, and 
nearly double what they proposed in the other 
class. ; 

I do not know why the gentleman should be 
afraid of the consequences of making some 
proper provision for this covered wire, which 
| is introduced in the last clause of the para- 
graph. There is a good deal of ingenuity, 
industry, mechanical skill, and application of 
machinery in the covering of the wire, and 
what is proposed is that there shall be an addi- 
tional duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on 
the pending amendment. .. 

Mr. COX. I withdraw it. 

Mr, ALLISON. I renew it. It seems that, 


cents per pound. Then, as regards | 
‘the class on which there is a duty of 3 cents | 
and 20 per cent. ad valorem, I find that the | 
i average valuation is 40 cents per pound ; 20 : 
|: per cent. on this would be 8 cents, and add- ` 


believing that duties of 53%; cents on the one | 


i 
| 
l 
1 
l 


i 


‘| make a specific duty. 
|| to attack the bill of the Committee of Ways 
|| and Means in any sense, and I have not as- 


ere 


very unfortunately for the Committee of Ways 
and Means, the chairman of the committee 
had occasion to step out of the Hall, and that 
thereby the duty upon iron was increased. I 
do not know precisely how the gentleman 
figures it out when he says that the Committee 
ot Ways and Means, thinking the duty too 
' high, proposed a reduction. If that was what 
was proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
- Means, it is the most remarkable proposition 


ng l! that ever has come from them, because in 
must stand on that definition of Mr. Greeley | À 


every provision of this bill having reference 
to iron and steel the device of the Committee 
of Ways and Means has been to increase the 
uty. 

There has not been a classification intro- 
duced here the effect of which has not been to 
iucrease the rates of duty, except perhaps in 
a few accidental cases, and I call upon the 
committee to remember that the Committee 
of the Whole have reduced time after time the 
rates proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means because they were so enormously in- 
creased thatthe Committee of the Whole would 
not endure that increase. Now, what is this 
provision? As the gentleman states, the Treas: 
ury report shows that the duty on this steel 
wire of the first class is 34} per cent. ad va- 
lorem, and on the second class 27} per cent. 
` ad valorem, and yet we have been here day 
after day putting duties of 65 and 70 per cent. 
upon iron and steel. The chairman of the 
: Committee of Ways and Means says that during 
his accidental absence, in defiance of the wish 
of that committee, who desired to reduce these 
enormous duties, we have increased the duties 
upon this steel wire. 

Now, it may be possible that the duties on 
some classes of steel wire may be increased a 
fraction by the proposition which I offered on 
the percentage as shown by the average rates 
here. But my proposition is an ad valorem 
coupled with a specific duty, which passes 


| through all this bill whenever it suited the pur- 


pose of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
; tack on an ad valorem duty, but whenever it 
does not suit their purpose to tack on an ad 
valorem, they strike out the ad valorem and 
Now, I have no desire 


| sumed that attitude here, but as a Representa- 
tive I have a right to offeramendments reduc- 
ing duties or increasing duties as I see proper, 
and I have made these propositions with as 
much good faith as the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means has made any prop- 
osition with reference to this bill. 

I believed that the proposition of the com- 
mittee increased the rates by placing specific 
. duties upon this wire, and my amendment was 
` opposed by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
| [Mr. Hoar,] who represents this interest. 
| have no doubt that he and his constituents, 
| who are interested in wire, understand the 
| proposition of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to be. an increase of duties, whatever 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means may say. The duty under the existing 
law, compared with other duties, I admit is a 
low one, and if the gentleman from Ohio is 
content with an ad valorem duty of 34 and 27 
per cent., I am content with that duty. If he 
thinks that duty is too high, I will vote with 
‘ him to strike out any portion of that ad valorem, 
and it can be done now as well as at any other 
time. 

[Here the hammer fell.) 

Mr.SCHENCK. My colleague on the com- 
mittee answers as to everything except the fact 
which is a matter of figures and calculation 
which he himself will not contradict. As to 
his assignment of motives to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, I let all that pass. Heisa 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ALLISON. Ihave assigned no motives 
| to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I thought he said they 
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were very ingeniously attempting in every case 
to raise the duties. 

Mr. ALLISON. No, sir; I said no such 
thing, nor anything which can be tortured 


into it. 

Mr, SCHENCK. He said “by all kinds of 
devices.” 
language. 


any charges he makes against the committee, 


only saying that the rest of the committee, I : 


apprehend, are just as honest in their motives 
asheis. If he does not mean to.impeach the 


As the gentleman is one of that ! 
committee, I leave him to take his share of | 


} 


I think I was not mistaken in the ` 


j 


) 


motives of anybody on the committee he does | 


notattack himself. If he does, I think he will 
have to be included in the general onslaught. 


But that does not at all answer the question. | 
Now, I aver that by the present tariff the class | 
of wire that bears a duty of 2} cents a pound | 


and 20 per cent. ad valorem is introduced, 
at the low valuation the importers put upon 


it, at 17 cents a pound; 20 per cent. upon | 
17 cents added to the 24 cents makes 5,2 | 


cents. ‘Ve put it at 5 cents. 
proposes ‘o go back to the 5,% cents. 


The gentleman | 
The | 


other class is at 3,3%, cents, and by the returns | 


from the custom-house I find that it is by the 
average invoice valuation imported at 40} 
cents. I did not calculate the three fourths 
of a cent, or it would have been a little higher 
Take it at 40 cents, and 20 per cent. on 40 
cents is 8 cents, and 8 cents added to 8 cents 
is 11 cents; and we have reduced it to 6 cents, 
but the amendment carries it back to 11 cents. 
That is all I said.. I simply said that it did 
not come well from those gentlemen who object, 
in reference to covered wire, to some little 
additional protection on account of the use of 
machinery for wrapping or covering the wire, 
and the industry employed in the manufacture, 
when they themselves prefer not to abide by 
that which the Committee of Ways and Means 
had reported, but to go back to a very much 
higher rate of duty. {do not find that any- 
body contradicts that; I believe the gentleman 
from Iowa [Mr. ALtison] will not contradict 
it. And that was the whole of my argument. 
My reference to the fact that I had been. absent 
from the Hall for a few moments was. rather 
intended to be playful ; but it seems my jocu- 
lar remarks cannot be understood as such. E 
am always so much in earnest, in contradis- 
tinction to the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Cox,] who is always so fanny that he is 
generally supposed to mean nothing, which L 
believe is usually the fact. [Laughter. } 

Mr. ALLISON. I will withdraw my amend- 
ment, and move instead to amend line four 
hundred and forty-three, by striking out “25”. 
and inserting ‘*5’’ as the additional per cent. 
to be paid. If we have made this duty so 
enormously high in the preceding lines of the 
paragraph, I think the amendment I have 
moved will be a fair compromise. ; 

Mr. MAYNARD. I must raise the point of 
order on that amendment, that it is proposing 
to reduce what the Committee of the Whole 
have agreed to, upon the proposition of the 
gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. ALLISON, } we both 
agreeing that it would be perfectly right. As 
we voted it in I must object to reducing it. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire only to reassert 
what I stated before, that the specific duty of 
the Committee of Ways and Means was an 
increase of duty. I will leave it to experts, or 
gentlemen familiar with the subject, to decide 
the question between the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means [ Mr. ScaEnck] and 
myself. But if my amendment isright I trust 
it will be adopted. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is it in order to move to 
strike out what has been inserted? 

The CHAIRMAN. Such an amendment 
would not be in order. ; 

Mr. ALLISON. The Committee of the 

hole have inserted nothing in the proviso of 
this Paragraph. 1 have moved to amend the 
Proviso, which has not yet been acted npon by 
way of amendment, 


b 


| statement shows merely the average value, | 


Mr. MAYNARD..: In that case 
of order would not apply. 
` Mr. HOAR. I understand that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. ALLI- 


son] is not moved upon his understanding of || pledge upon this bill, unless 


the effect of the amendments already adopted 
to this paragraph. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
the error which the chairman of the Committee | 
of Ways and Means [ Mr. ScHENCK] says I fell | 
into. 

Mr. HOAR. Then if the gentleman from | 
Towa (Mr. ALLIson] has been unwittingly led | 
into an error, as asserted by the chairman | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. 
Scaenck,] the proposition now pending is to 
remedy it by diminishing the proposed addi- 
tional duty upon piano wire, &c. As I under- 
stand the matter, the gentleman from Iowa was: 
correct in his original proposition; and as I : 
understand the effect of his original proposi: 
tion, it was to diminish the rate of duty in the | 
bill reported by the Committee of Ways and | 
Means. I trust, therefore, that he will with- | 
draw the pending amendment moved by him. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate has been ex- 
hausted on the pending amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw the amendment, 
if some gentleman will renew it. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I renew the. 
amendment. I wish to put upon record the 
authority of an expert in this matter of wire, 
an authority vouched for by many other ex- 
perts, men thoroughly conversant with the | 
trade. I refer tothe authority of W. Oothout, 
who certainly understands the value of wire, | 
and who certifies that this is the fact in refer- 
ence to this bill. The duty proposed here on 
steel wire not less than No. 13: wire gauge | 
is 5 cents per pound, while the present duty is | 
2% cents per pound and 20 per cent. ad valo- 
rem, or an increase of 100 per cent. less the 
20 per cent. ad valorem of the present duty. 
The duty proposed here on steel wire less than 
No. 18 wire gauge is 6 cents per pound, while 
the present duty is 2} cents per pound and 20 
per cent. ad valorem, and 8 cents per pound 
and 20 per cent. ad valorem, or an increase of 
140 per cent. in some cases and 100 per cent. 
in other cases, less the 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
And in addition to those rates it is proposed 
to put 25 per cent. additional on wire for piano 
and other musical instrument strings, and steel 
wire covered with silk, cotton, or other textile 
material. 

Now, it may: be easy to laugh at eminent 
men who are engaged in trade, of high char- 
acter, whose word is as good as law, and who 
would no more certify tothese statements over 
their own signatures, if they were not correct, 
than they would commit forgery or willingly 
gointo bankruptcy. I know them to be men 
of the highest character, of the strictest in- | 
tegrity, and who have exercised the greatest 
care in preparing these statements. It is easy 
to say that they are importers, and therefore 
interested parties. It would be equally easy 
for me to reply that there are manufacturers 
who are equally interested. The question is 
not what are the men, but what are the facta. 
The facts are as I have stated, and in my judg- 
ment they cannot be gainsaid, but can be forti- 
fied by any amount of other testimony. It is 
in vain to recite here Treasury statements of 
average ad valorems, of 84 per cent. and 27 
per cent., because big wire and little wire and 
wire of various kinds and gauges have an in- 
definite classification of prices. Some are very 
high and some are very low, and the Treasury 


while the statement to which I have referred 
shows what will be the additional daty by this | 
bill upon certain classes of wire specified. | 

I ask, therefore, not for buncombe—for that 
is a county which I do not represent and have | 
never represented upon this floor—I ask as a 
guarantee to the public that this is not a fraud 


I move it merely to correct || to 


upon them, that we shall give them a pledge 
that there shall be no duty collected on these || 


my point |; articles over 75 per cent. ad valorem, The 


reply is not sufficient that I am making a 
speech for buncombe. The proper reply would 
be to take me at my wand: and ingraft that 
it was meant to 
collect more than 75 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. SCHENCK. [desire to make no reply 
the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Brooxs,] except to read two or 
three lines from the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, to show, as the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. ALLIson] has said, that on one 
class of wire the duty has been 343 per cent., 


and on another class 27 per cent. I refer to 
the following: 
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If the speech of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooxs] is not for buncombe, then 
it does not partake of the character of like 
speeches which have been made all through 
this discussion. I now move that debate on 
the pending paragraph be considered closed. 

The motion to close debate was agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. ALLIson, to reduce the additional 
duty on piano wire, &c., from 25 to 5 per cent. 
ad valorem; and being taken it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Brooxs, of New York, to 
add tothe paragraph,as amended, the following: 


Provided, There shall be no rate of duties levied and 
collected upon wire over 75 per cent. ad valorem. 


Upon a division there were—ayes 40, noes 
61; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Brooks, of 
New York, and Mr. Cessna were appointed. 
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The committee again divided ; and the tellers 
reported that there were--ayes 46, noes 78. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the motion 
of Mr. Brooks, of New York, to strike out the 
proviso; and being taken, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I have been instructed by 


the Committee of Ways and Means to moveto | fem the House whether it costs any more per | 


insert immediately after 


the following: 


the pending paragraph. | 


On erinoline, corset, and hat steel, commercially `` 


known as wire, whether covéred with cotton or other ‘| 
9 cents per pound. | 


textile material, or not covered, 
and 10 per cent. ad valorem. es 
Here is an opportunity for gentlemen to dis- | 
tinguish themselves. I am very sorry that my 
friend from New York, who has put in print a ' 
very eloquent speech on corsets, but which I ; 
am told he did not actually deliver, had not | 

reserved himself till now. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
the fact. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I refer to the other gen- | 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.] | 
| 


That is not | 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Is thisamendment debat- 
The CHAIRMAN: lt is not; debate has 
been closed on this paragraph. 


Mr. SCHENCK. My amendment is a new || 


paragraph. ` 
The CHAIRMAN. No amendment can be 
received and considered except as an amend- 
ment to the pending paragraph, subject to all 
the incidents and conditions of that paragraph 
The question was on the amendment moved 
by Mr. SCHENCK. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Isit debat- : 


able? i 


The CHATRMAN. Itis.not. . 
Mr. SCHENCK. Then J withdraw it if I 
cannot explain it. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. If in order, I should like 


to have the gentleman from New York [Mr. || F 


Cox] repeat the speech to which the gentle- | 
man from Ohio has referred. . - 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no question 
before the committee. ` 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On steel railway frogs, frog-points, fish-bars, side- 


bara, splice-bars, cutter-bars, finger-bars, crow-bars, | 


and sledge molds, 3¢ cents per pound. 
Mr. ALLISON. I move to strike out 3} 
and insert 2} cents per pound.’ I do not desire 


to occupy any time in discussing the amend- || 
Most of the articles are composed of | 
Indeed, most of | 


ment. 
the lowest grade of steel. 
them are composed of steel known as Bessemer 
steel. There is very little manufacture about 
them. They are generally molds. Therefore, | 
inasmuch as these enter into general use the | 
rate is too high. The existing rate is 45 per | 
cent. ad valorem on this class of articles. Two 
and a half cents per pound is as high a rate of 
duty as thesé articles ought to bear. 
The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 62, noes 50.. ss ‘ | 
Mr. NEGLEY demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and the Chairman | 
appointed Mr. Neeiey and Mr. ALLISON. 
- The committee again divided; and the 
ers reported—ayes 65, npes-58.. 55 S- 
So the amendment :was agreed: to > =- ! 
The Clerk read asfollows: 90°77 5 voon] 
On steel cat wheels, 34 centa per pound. ' eee 
- Mr. INGERSOLL. I move to amend that : 
paragraph so as to make it 23 certs per pound. 
{ do not intend to make any extended remarks 
on this amendment, as the subject by this time 
must be thoroughly understood by the commit- 
tee. Bat I will say, while we are proposing 
to some extent to protect the- steel manufac- 
turing interest in this country, let us not forget 
the transportation. interests of the country, Or, | 
in other words, let us remember: the great 
interest the producers have in cheap transports 
ation for bringing western products to market. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I hope this amendment 
‘will not be adopted. I see no good reason for 


tell- | 


it... We have tized the duty on steel in several || there, no exercise of a great tyrannical power, 


i 


shapes at 3 cents a pound, and we ought not to 
reduce the duty as proposed by the gentleman 
from Illinois on steel car wheels; for their 
manufacture is more expensive, requiring a; 
more advanced kind of labor. The duty ought | 
not to be reduced on :the mere suggestion of | 


any gentleman who may get up here. i! 


- Mr. INGERSOLL. Will the gentleman in- 


pound to make'a steel car wheel than to make 
steel railway bars? 

-Mr. MAYNARD. Certainly. i 

.Mr. INGERSOLL. How much—I 
specific answer—how much more? ol 

Mr. MAYNARD. This is steel of a higher ; 
grade, requiring a superior quality of skilled 
labor. . Ss 

-Mr.:‘SCHENCK. I propose to amend the 
amendment to make it 1 cent higher. There | 
are some curious things developed in the course , 
of-a debate of this kind; and one is the eager 
desire:of gentlemen to protect the poor peo- 
ple, the mass of the citizens of the country in 
the enjoyment of cheap commodities. One 
would: think that men, women, and children 
went about with car wheels in their pockets, 
and with steel railway frogs, fish-bars, cutter- | 
bars, crow-bars, and sledge molds. Now, what 
does it all mean? : You must break down the | 
manufactures which are monopolies. For ' 


want a 


' whose benefit?. Not that the people may get ' 


| car wheels, and frog-points, and steel railway | 


| one-railroad line, everybody is not allowed to 


| portation to the people, I could understand it. 


; in this matter of transportation not being com- 


bars; but that great railway corporations shall 
get them cheaper.: What dees the gentleman — 
say? Ah, says he, but they will get the ben- 
efit of it in cheaper transportation. Nota bit 


of ite: ‘That argument will not apply to:manu- || 


factories... Where you have one manufactory 
you are perfedtly free to build another man- | 
ufactory. alongside of it. Where you have 


build a competing railroad line alongside of it. 
rom one class of corporations, with whom 
everybody can compete, you are to legislate in 
such way as to-take all protection.in order, not 
to give:it to the people, but to give it to another 
class of corporations which are protected, be- 
cause you cannot build aldngside them com- 
peting lines of competing corporations. If I 
believed this thing was going to cheapen trans- 


I canunderstand bow, where you havea manu- 
factory established, of steel car wheels, for 
iistance, which is profitable, other manufacto- 
ries will be established, and they will continue 
to grow until car wheels are'brought down to | 
the. cheapest possible rate. 

Bat it is not so with railways. 


They. are 


under special charter. . They occupy particu- `: 


lar ground and monopolize that ground, and || 


there is a limit- to the competition with them. 
And the:consequence is that there is no power ; 
morestrong, opolizing, andtyrannicalover : 


i| the people of this country and their interests 


than ‘is to be found in this great railway eon- | 
nection, ' See how it:operates through our | 


i| country-everywhere... There is a great railway | 


line running through my district, Right along- | 
side this reilroad line there are mills and ware- 

houses filled: with flour; which the owners want | 
te send to.New York. They have to send it ' 
baek twenty or thirty miles to Cincinnati in 
order to have it taken.as through freight, and 
then have it brought back past their mills in 
order. to. reach: New York... They find it cheaper 
to da-that than to ship it at their own- mills. 
Why? Because these great railway companies 


peted with, as manufacturers are, can hold the 
whole thing in their hands to put whatever 
rates of transportation they please on the pro- 
ducts which the people of the country desire to 
send to market. I marvel very much, as I said 
the.other day, when I see a man interested: in 
banks quite willing to see manufactures broken | 
down, but he rallies to the rescue if you touch | 
banks in any way. In like manneraman who | 
is interested ia railroads can see no monopoly 


| 
i} 
i 
| 
ji 


! 
i 


and, thoagh he allows the manufactures of the 
country to be attacked, will rally tothe rescue 
in favor of railroadsand railroad corporations, 
Now, as:regards this matter of the production 
of railway car wheels, 1 will only say that 
everybody is: at liberty to make them, and if 
they are too high in price they will be brought 
down by competition. But so far as railroads 
are concerned they occupy very peculiar ground, 
because there is no open competition as to 
them. And this amendment is simply, though 
I am sure not so intended by my triend from 
Minois, [ Mr. INGERSOLL, ] to legislate against 
the manufacturer of the car wheels in favor of 
the railroad corporations. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Chairman, I have taken 
no part in this debate up to the present time. 
I do not wish to take the part of the demagogue 
which the gentleman from Ohio assumes to be 
the part taken by some gentlemen on this floor. 
I am interested, and so are my constituents, 
in the building of railways. What has been 
said by the gentleman who has just taken his 
seat may have some truth and some application 
as regards certain localities; but it has no par- 
ticular application so faras my section of the 
country is concerned. When we wish to build 
a railroad in our section of the country all the 
inhabitants along the line of the road subscribe 
according to the extent of their ability. ‘hen 
we obtain the corporate liability of all the 
towns whose interests are to be served by the 
railroad, and then we get assistance from the 
Legislature. And we find it hard to build a 
railroad when all interests, .all parties, and all 
kinds of capital coöperate to that end. 

In the State of Maine—and I speak of that 
State because I know more about it than of 
any other locality—we have built roads, and 
we are undertaking to build more roads. This 
must be done by the farmer, by the poor man, 
by the middle-man, and by all kinds of men; 
and itis almosta death struggle to accomplish 
it. Well, sir, in the construction of our rail- 
roads we want to get everything as cheap as 
we possibly can obtain it. But at the same 
time, while our interest lies in that direction, I 
want to give in the raising of revenue a pro- 
tection, an ample protection. to the iron inter- 
est and to all the other interests in the United 
States. I have sat here patiently and candidly 
listening to the statements and arguments of 
gentlemen on both sides, in order, if possible, 
to find out where the truth lies, so that | may 
act accordingly when called upon to give a vote. 

Well, now, in the previous paragraph we 
have struck down the duty on steel railway 


| frogs, &e., from 8} cents to 24 cents a pound, 


and the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. ALLison, | 
a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, stated that that was higher than the 
present rate of duty. Nomember of the Com- 
n ttee of Ways and Means and no other gen- 
toman denied that, and therefore I voted for 
the amendment, believing that a tariff which 


| was put on iron and steel in the middle of the 


war is a sufficiently protective tariff at this 
time. When we come to this item of steel car 


| wheels the same rate of reduction would be 


' Towa. 


from 34 cents to 2% cents, which, I believe, is 
the amendment moved by the gentleman from 
lf 23 cents is as high as the present 
rate of tariff I will vote for no higher rate. If 
it is not as high as the present tariff I will vote 
for.a higher rate. That is my position on this 
question. , 
- Mr. SCHENCK. I withdraw the amend- 
ment to the amendment. ' 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I renew it. The argu- 
ment put forward by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means is certainly a very 
singular one. He is in favor of promoting the 
construction of railroads, and seems to talk in 
favor of competing lines, and yet be insists that 
cheap iron, cheap rails, cheap car wheels, an 
everything else that enters into the construc- 
tion of railroads will have no tendency to create 
competing lines. ‘That is a strange argument. 


|| It might possibly apply to some of the old 
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States where they have no ides of building 
additional roads, but it has no application to 
the Northwest or to the southern States. The 
truth is, and the gentleman knows it, that many 
railroads would be built now and would have 
been built heretofore, if instead of costing 
$35,000 a mile the materials had been so cheap- 
ened that they could have been constructed 
for $15,000 a mile. F hold this to be true, 
that there are points between which there is no 


railroad communication now because railroads | 
000 | 
the 


could not be constructed for less than $35 
a mile; yet if by a reduction in the-cost of 
iron and steel and everything else entering into 
the construction of the roads, the cost might 
be reduced to $15,000 a mile, the roads would 
be built and would pay a profit upon that 
$15,000 a mile, whereas they would be run at 
a loss if they cost $85,000 a mile. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [I would ask the gentle- 
man how much of the $85,000 a mile is in the 
grading of the road and how much in putting 
on the superstructure? 


Mr. INGERSOLL. It depends very mach | 


upon where theroad is and what kind of a coun- 
try itis built through. There are roads where 
the grading costs more than what is put upon 
it, and there are roads-where the grading costs 
almost nothing, and what is put upon it costs 
$15,000 or $20,000 per mile. I cannot givea 
very definite answer unless the gentleman will 
name a particular locality. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Well, suppose the grad- 
ing of the road costs $30,000 a mile, the super- 
structure costs no more than it would on a road 
costing half that amount. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I think I am correct in 
what I say. Now, in order to induce compe- 


tition let us cheapen the cost of iron and rails ; 


and car wheels and all the other materials that 
enter into the construction of railroads. Thus 
you will have competing lines. I do not be- 
lieve the gentleman can point toa single in- 
stance where a competing railroad would pay 
where it would be impossible to procure the 
passage of a law authorizing it to be built. I 
remember when we had but one line of rail- 
road from the lakes to the sea-board. Now 
we have a dozencompeting lines; we have two 
or three in a single State, and if it would pay, 
and if you can induce capital to believe that it 
would pay, there would be no trouble in get- 
ting the necessary legislation. Now the pres- 
ent duty on steel car wheels is 45 per cent. ad 
valorem, and I insist that 34 cents a pound isa 
large increase over 45 per cent. ad valorem, and 
that 2} cents a pound, as proposed by me, is 
still an increase on 45 per cent. ad valorem. 
Mr. BLAIR. Mr. Chairman, when the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. Prrers] was on the 
floor I desired to ask him a question; but he 
had not time to allow me to do so. I propose 
to ask the question now, and perhaps toanswer 
it myself. What I wished to ask him was this: 
after his people have made their subscriptions 
for building a railroad, when they have laid 
the road and borrowed the money, selling 
bonds in order to do so, who own the road? 
I suppose our experience in the West is very 
similar to that of the people of Maine. Ihave 
seen something of these subscriptions, as have 
other gentlemen from my part of the country. 
The people do subscribe, and subscribe very 
liberally, At the same time they understand 
that their subscriptions are a donation; that 
when the road comes to be built and is in the 
hands of a corporation the donation is not 
Worth a dollar except so far as it has helped 
to furnish a road to the neighborhood; the 
monopoly is precisely what it would have been 
if the gentlemen who at last take the, bonds 
and the mortgage on the road had furnished 
all the necessary capital in thefirst place. The 
people have enabled them to build the track 
and to secure their monopoly. They come and 
tell the neighborhood that if a certain amount 
18 subscribed, if the people will vote so much, 
ry we do in our country, to get aroad for them, 
they will put the iron and the rolling-stock 
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| what the gentleman’s colleague [Mr. 


upon it and run the road. This is the almost 
universal practice. 

Now, let me make a single remark in refer- 
ence to what was said substantially by the 
chairman of the Committee. of Ways and 
Means, and what is observed by others, that 
the railroad system of the country is a monop- 
oly. I have heard gentlemen denouncing it 
constantly during this session of Congress. 
These companies come together and establish 
among themselves their rates for carrying 
freight; and I venture to say that almost every- 
where throughout the country there exists the 
same inequality which was referred to by the 


chairman of the committee. It will be found 
from one end of the United States to the other 
that these companies unite to fix rates which | 
will be beneficial to all of them. The manu- | 
facturers cannot come together and unite as 


wares, 
are constantly comi 
tition. But the railroad corporations thus - 
unite, and there is force in the statement that 
what is done in this direction does not neces- ` 
sarily goto the benefit of the people, although 
it inures'to the advantage of the corporations. 

Mr. HALE. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him one question? 

Mr. BLAIR. Certainly; I will do precisely 


refused to do. 
Mr. HALE. Is it not the fact that if a road 
can be built more cheaply, even though the 


capitalists eventually get control of it, the peo» | 


ple along the line who contribute will pay so 


much less? In other words, suppose that in | 


the case of a railroad enterprise the people 
contribute a certain portion of the expense, 
which goes to the benefit of those who finally 


own the road; if the read can be built fora | 


smaller sum will not the proportional share | 
paid by'the people be so much less? 

Mr. BLAIR. That would be so if the peo- 
plefurnished the iron andthe rolling-stock ; but 
that is precisely what they do not do. our | 
legislation here we are not cheapening the cost 
of digging and grading or the cost of the ties 
which go to make the road. What it is pto- 
posed to cheapen here is that portion which is 
paid for by the capitalists. F admit that per- 
haps in the long run something might be gained 
by the people; but it would depend upon 4 
great many other considerations than: those | 
involved in this question. All I ask is-that 
these duties shall be equal and fair. Ihave | 
no hostility to the railtoads or'to the manufac: 
turers. I want to see them all prosper together, 
and for that reason I support this bill. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 
rt. ALLISON obtained the floor. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Iwithdraw my amend- 
ment, that the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. ALLI- 
son] may renew it. , 


Mr. PETERS. F wanted to ask my friend || 


from Michigan [Mr. BLAR] whether 2% cents 
is equivalent to the present duty? 

Mr. ALLISON. These car wheels, if I uñ- 
derstand correctly, are not made of the most 
expensive steel. They sre made in molds, as 
are the iron cat wheels. I believe that steel 
car wheels have been bat lately introduced, in 
consequence of the adoption of cheaper modes 
of making steel. They are made of stee? man- 
ufactured by the Bessemer process, the cheap- 
est mode of making steel. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to correct the 
gentleman. These wheels are made from east 


steel. 

‘Mr. ALLISON. 
cast steel. 

Mr. COBURN. I wish the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Marnarp] would state the | 
value of the steel from which these car wheels 
are made. : 
` Mr. MAYNARD. From 8 to 10 cents a 
pound, as I am informed. 

Mr. ALLISON. By the existing Iaw, loco- | 


x 


They may be made from 


ETERS | | 


motive tires, whether of steel or iron, pay a 


| favors in the legislation of Congress. 


specific duty of 3 cents per pound ; and last 
year our importation of these tires amounted 
to only $1,899 in value. I take it, therefore, 
that a duty of 3 cents per pound is practically 
prohibitory. It certainly costs no more to man- 
ufacture steel car wheels than it does to man- 
ufacture steel in other circular shapes or forms. 
Yet the duty proposed upon these steel car 
wheels is 84 cents per pound. On the whole 
wheel as imported the duty is 45 per cent. ad 
valorem. I do not know the exact value of 
these wheels. The gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. MAYNARD] says it is 10 cents per pound. 

think it cannot possibly be that much, or 
even 7 cents. Iam in favor of a specifie rate 
of duty, and I believe the specific rate pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
INGERSOLL, ] 2} cents per pound, will afford 


: ample protection to any persons in this country 
to the charges which they will make for their | 
They are too numerous; too many | 
in and creating compe- © 


who wish to manufacture steel car wheels. 

I agree with the chairman of the Committee 
of Waysand Means that these railroad corpor- 
ations are great monopolies, and deserve no 
But the 
increased cast of the materials for running their 
roads is made by these companies the excuse 
for their high rates of transportation. I do 
not know what may be the fact in other States, 
but in the State in. which I reside the people 
of every county and township are to-day sub- 
scribing liberally to build lines which shall 
compete with these monopolizing corporations 
that now have the absolute control of the car- 
rying trade in the new States. Whether iron 
rails shall cost $50a ton or $75.aton, whether 


| a locomotive shall cost $9,000 or whether it 


shall cost $12,000, are questions which affect 
the starting of these new roads. All these are 
elements in the cost of the construction of the 
roads. I desire to be fair to the manufactur- 
ers, fair to the railroads, and fair to the con- 
sumers. I believe the specific duty proposed 
by the gentleman from Illinois is just to all. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee rose informally; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 
from the Senate, by Mr. Gorwaw, its Secre- 
tary, announced that the Senate had concurred 
in the resolution of the House to correct thé 
enrollment of the bill (H. R. No. 1427) to pro- 
vide for the creation of corporations in the 
District of Columbia by general law. , 

The message also announced that the Senate 
had passed House bills of the following titles 
with amendments, in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested: ar p 

An act (H. R. No. 902) limiting the appoint- 
ment of certain officers in the Treasury Depart. 
ment; i 

An act (H. R. No. 891) for the relief of 
Charles E. Dole; and 

An act (H. R. No. 40) to confirm the title of 
William M. Garvey to a certain tract of land. 


; TARIFF BILL-—AGAIN. i r 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union resumed its session. 

‘Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to oppose the 
amendment. I do net propose to go into the 
sabject of steel manufacture in this country. 
That was discussed very largely yesterday, and 
it was shown that this manufacture employs a 
great deal of capital and a large amount of 
labor. The earnings of one establishment 
which I have in my mind give support to no 
less than 30,000 people. The effect of the 
introduction of the steel manufactare in this 
country in cheapening the price of the article 
to the consumer has already been fally and 
undeniably stated. This subject of steel ‘car 
wheels connects itself with all the: branches 
of steel manufacture heretofore considered. 
These wheels are made from cast steel, and 
that ef a comparatively high grade. They 
must be made with great care, and when made 
must be subjected to severe’ tests, the flaws or 
defects requiring the rejection of a consider- 
able proportion of those manufactared. The 
rate of duty proposed by the Committee of 
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Ways and Means is the same ag that fixed by 
the Committee of the Whole upon ‘‘steel of 
circelar shape, cut or hammered to pattern.” 
If there is to be any uniformity in our action, 
if we are to have any regard to what we have 
already done with reference to other varieties 
of steel of the same general character, quality, 
and cost, the rate proposed by the Committee 
of Ways and Means is certainly not too high. 


Some gentlemen seem to think it a matter | 


of course that they must attack the rate of 
duty proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, whether it be high or low; and I ven- 
ture to say that if the committee, instead of 


reporting 84 cents per pound, had proposed | 
on this article a duty of $10 per ton, the gen- |: 
Mr. INGERSOLL) would | 


tleman from Illinois 
have insisted on reducing it to at least $7. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentleman 
from Tennessee give me some information on 
a point in reference to which he must be well 
informed, and that is whether any steel car 
wheels have been imported into this couatry 
thus far? : 
Mr. MAYNARD. I understand they have. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. To what extent? 


Mr. MAYNARD. I cannot tell the nam- | 
ber of wheels or the number of pounds, as I | 


have not the figures by me. They come in as 


non-enumerated manufactures otf -steel. 


The . 


introduction of steel for railroad purposes is of | 


recent date. It has been introduced iato the 
manufacture of rails, car wheels, and locomo- 
tives within a few years. ‘The introduction of 
it for making car wheels for railroad purposes 
is of comparatively very recent origin. 


kind ig absurd, The cost of transportation 
does depend upon the cost of building the rail- 
road. A railroad which costs ouly $10,000 a 


mile to build it, and which can procure car |; 


wheels and other materials at a like cheap rate, 


as in other branches of business, can afford to | 
| charge for transportation at a much less rate `- 


: than if the road and materials cost from $40,000 
. to $50,000 a mile. 


The railroads of the country will be rua 


` with less margin, with more care and economy, 


. charges upon the people for their use. 


‘and with reference to their cost hereafter. 


The laws of trade and acts of legislation will 


authorize and regulatetheir fares and freights ; | 


and itis idle and useless to say that the cost 
of these roads and of their transportation will 
not enter into the calculations in fixing their 
Cheap 
wheels are an important element. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SCHENCK. 


add three quarters per cent. I wish to close 


the debate, and [ will yield a portion of my , 
l have fixed for other forms of steel. 


time to gentlemen who have not been heard 


and desire to be heard. 


marks which I made. I wish this rate of duty 
to be just what it ought to be, no more and 
no less. We reported what we considered 
right. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. INGER- 
SOLL] proposes to reduce it. Itis proposed to 
reduce it for the benefit of the consumer, and 
the consumer is the railroad company. He 


‘ gays that that operates, however, immediately 


. on the people. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. If it be of recent © 
origin, and the manufacture has grown up in | 
this country under the present tariff, so that 


very few or none of these car wheels have 
been imported, ia there any reason why at this 
time we should increase the rate of duty? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I have not stated that 
there were none imported. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Iam told by gentle- 
men they are not imported. . 

Mr. MAYNARD. lam told by gentlemen 
who know that theyare. Iam not an importer 
myself. My information is they are imported, 
and imported quite largely. 

[Here the hammer fell. J 

‘The amendment was, by unanimous consent, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. COBURBN. I renew it, forthe purpose 
of making a few remarks on this question. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. MAYNARD] 
says that out of the present duty steel manu- 
factories are doing well, and there has been in 
this country a largely increased production of 
steel. 
rapidly under the present rate of duty, why not 
let it remain asit is? Why increase it? If they 
are farnishing these arti¢les so as to cheapen 
transportation to the great mass of the people, 
why add to the existing duty? If they can 
undersell the foreign manufacture, if we can 
get these articles so much cheaper from our own 
steel producers, and ‘this fortunate state of 
affairs has resulted from the present rate of 
duty, what good reason can be given for mak- 
ing the duty so high as this bill proposes? The 
gentleman suggests that steel of this character 
is worth about 10 cents per pound. The duty 
at 45 per cent. ad valorem would leave the 
value of steel in the market over and above the 
duty at 53 cents per pound. At the proposed 
rate of 33 cents per pound the duty will be over 
63 per cent. I do not see any reason why we 
should add any additional burden of that kind 
in the building of railroads, and thus inereas- 
ing the eost of transportation, : 

Gentlemen argue here that it makes no mat- 
ter what it costs to build a railroad, whether 
it costs $10,000, $40,000, or $50,000 a mile, 
because these railroads are monopolies, and 
made so by help of the. people, and that the 
eost of transportation will be the same, no 
matter whether the cost of building the railroad 
has been more or less. An argument of that 


If the stee! manufacture has increased |; 


' attention of gentlemen-to the fact, that while |; 
| man’s argument turned on this point, that the 


So far as it does so that is an 
argument; but what I have marveled much at 
is to see a sort of monomania here on the sub- 


ject of manufactures of different kinds, as if | 


they were so much the monopolies of the land 
that everything else might be left out of sight. 
Now, manufactories are no more monopolies 
than any other accumulation of capital for in- 
dustrial or other purposes.: Everybody can 
compete with them, You.can build one man- 
ufactory alongside the other; and even if a 
manufactory is conducted by an incorporated 
company, they have no right to exclude others 


from establishing the same business in their | 


immediate neighborhood. 
It is not so with railways. 


frequently they are without any competing line, 
and it is next to impossible to get one estab- 
lished.. And therefore it was that I called the 


they are raising.a clamor about the monopoly 


; exercised by. manufactures, in one Seylla 
e 


they are ranning into Charybdis, and legislat- 


i ing against manufactures iu. order to legislate 


for the benefit of railroads. . For the railroads, 
while they exercise their monopoly by means 


: of legislation, are not often apt to let the people 


i here in the printed 


| higher than the duty on hammere 
bar ‘steel provided for in the bil] as passed upon | 


get the benefit of. the low price of any of the 
materials which they purchase. ` IL now yield to 
my colleague, [Mr. GARFIELD. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
I desire simply to call theattention.of the com- 


| mittee to one or two. facts. The Committee of 


the Whole have put down the duty on cast 
steel to 24 cents per pound, except where it is 


cut in peculiar shapes, and then the duty is 33° 
cents. Now, car wheels made of cast steel, | 


admitting that they are made of the ordinary 
steel and not of the Bessemer, are simply cast 
in molds. 
manufacture. The proposition as it stands 

ill ig to put them at 3} 
being 1} cents 


cents. per pound, y pound 


or rolled 


by the committee. 

“Now, if the propositions in the bill should 
prevail with regard to the duties on the other 
forms of steel, the 3} cents per pound provided 
for car wheels will be much higher than the 
average of the duties on other forms of bar 
steel. It seems to be out of proportion to any- 
thing now in: the law on. the subject of steel. 


Everybody knows that locomotive tire steel is 


Before doing so I | 
| wish to set myself right in regard to the re- 


The railway cor- | 
porations occupy their ground by charters, and |; 
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of a much higher quality than cast car steel, 

nd requires a much more costly process to 
| produce it. Under the present law, which has 

been the law since 1864, the duty on locomo. 
tive tire steel is but 3} cents, and that rate ig 
so prohibitory that but $1,300 worth of it was 
imported last year, according to the report of 


' the Treasury Department. 


_ Task the attention of the committee to an- 
: other point. I ask, isitnecessary to single out 
` by themselves for a specific duty these car 
: wheels which hitherto have always been in- 
` elndedin the residuary class of ‘‘ steel not other- 
wise provided for?’ They were not so singled 


out in the bill which passed the House in 1866, 


© should have this eminence given tbem. 
I move anamendment, to : 


butdidnotbecomealaw. Ithasnot been thought 

necessary in any law hitherto to pick out car 
_wheels by themselves and put a specific duty 
on them, and I see no good reason why ney 

at 
as they have been made the subject of a dis. 
tinct paragraph, I hope the rate will be put 
down to correspond with the rates which we 
In accord- 
ance with the understanding on which the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
yielded me the floor, I now move that debate 
on the pending paragraph be closed. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I hope we 
shall have ten minutes more. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I understood the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. ScHencK] to agree that 
' ten minutes should be allowed after his col- 
lengas had closed. 

r. SCHENCK. To give the opportunity 

desired by the gentleman. from IHinois, [Mr, 

Haw ey,] and other gentlemen, I shall say 

fifteen minutes, and now move that all debate 

| on the pending paragraph be closed within that 
time. ; 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I rige to say 
only two or three words in reply to the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Yesterday, in advocating the enormous duty 
on steel rails, he took the ground of an advo- 
cate for railroads, He cited as an argument 
in favor of the 2 cents per pound on steel rails, 
=F appl of officers of ninety different rail- 
roads. tie 

Mr. SCHENCK. Isaid they were satisfied. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. He stated 
further that those officers represented 22,000 
miles out of the 55,000 miles of railroad io 
this country. The main force of the gentle- 


| railroads of the country were willing to have 
‘the increase, and advocated the increase, in 


; order to have a cheaper rail, To-day he. takes 


" quite differentground. In endeavoring to avoid 


They are a very heavy form of | 


\ 
i 
1 
i 
\ 
i 
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{ 
i 
‘ 
i 


i 


| both Scylla and Charybdis, in my judgment he 
| tumbles into both.. For to-day his argument 
_ is a denunciation of all the railroads as monop- 
! olies, while yesterday he argued for those mo- 
: nopolies and. brought them to his aid. In 
` my judgment, he has not only fallen into the 
' Scylla and Charybdis of the ancient classics, 
‘but he has “jumped Jim Crow” of the mod- 
ern. classics, too, on the subject of railroad 
monopolies. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the reply to all the 
arguments of the gentleman from Ohio ia this, 
' that the cheaper you can build railroads the 

reater will be the number of competing liues. 

or is it true, as he alleges, that the railroads 
between the Atlantic and the West, by which 
all the produce of the West is trans orted to 
the East, are exclusive monopolies. There are 
four rival lines existing, and I hope I shall live 
to see twenty, if rails are cheap enough and car 
! wheels and frogs and bars are cheap enough to 
| 


enable them to be constructed. The existing 
‘lines, which are constantly competing with 
' each other, are the New York Central running 
, through Canada; and Canada, by the way, 13 
going to take away much of our transportation 
; under their free-trade system, with no tax upon 
` railroad iron, no tax upon frogs nor upon stee 
bars.. They are going to take away a large 


1870. 


amount of oor railroad transportation from the 

r facility with they can carry produce. 
‘hen there are the New York and Erie, the 
New Jersey Central, the Pennsylvania Central 
to Pittsburg, and the Baltimore and Ohio; and 
another great line is likely to be established 
from Nortolk, Virginia, by way of the Kanawha 
river, to Charleston, on the Ohio river. My 
argument is that the lower the rates of daty, 


the cheaper the material, the greater will be ` 


the inducement for the construction of rail- 
roads, and the more you multiply competing 
lines the cheaper will be the transportation of 
produce. At present produce of some spe- 
cies is worth little or nothing in the West, in 
Jowa and Nebraska, because of the cost of its 
transportation to the East. Make railroads 
cheaper, multiply competition, reduce the rates 
of freight, and you add to the value of ever 
bushel of wheat and corn and every pound o 
pork throughout the whole West. 

[Here the hammer feli. } 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. Chairman, I wish to 
say something in answer to the arguments 
advanced by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. What I wish to say is 


this: that it must be true that to the extent , 


that we can cheapen the means by which rail- 
roads are constracted, either in their road beds 
or their iron, or their rolling material, to that 


of railroad men. 


mittee of Ways and Means [ Mr. Scarnox] and 
other gentlemen here that the tariff as pro- 
posed to be fixed by the amendment of my 
colleague ee InGersout] will still be an 
increase of the tariff on this article under the 
existing law. 

Here the hammer fell. } 


The amendment to theamendment was with- | 


drawn. 

Mr. COVODE. 
of saying that I have listened to the remarks 
made upon this steel car-wheel question, and 
I have found thata great many gentlemen have 
been talking without a knowledge of the views 
It is not cheap car wheels 
that railroad men want, but wheels which will 
enable people to ride in cars over the roads 
with safety to life; that is what is for the in- 
terest of railroad companies. One of the dif- 
ficulties which we have to contend with when 
we import ear wheels and axles and rails from 
abroad is that we do not know who makes 
them, or who is to be held responsible for 
the material of which they are made. But 
when we use wheels and axles and rails that 
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I renewit for the purpose | 


are made in the United States, railroad com- | 
ies know every man who makes them. | 


There is not a rail or wheel or axle broken on 


' any of the leading railroads of this country | 


extent we must necessarily cheapen transpor- - 


tation. Now, Ido not rise here to advocate 
the interests of railroad companies as such. 
The railroad companies as corporations are 
able to look out for themselves; but I do speak 
for the people of my section of country, re- 
moved so far as they are from the sea-board, 
and I will favorany measures which are proper 
and just for the purpose of cheapening the 
means of transportation over the thousand 


miles which they are removed from the sea- | Li ri 4 a i 
| who is more interested in getting car wheels at ` 


board. 


Now, it mast be trueYhat if ander any system ` 


we can adopt the building of railroads could 
be cheapened, new railroads would be built; 
and those new railroads, built at a less expense, 
must necessarily be able to transport more 
cheaply what the people of the West want 
transported from the East to us, and transport 
our crops from the West to the East. To illus- 
trateit by the case of my own town. From that 
locality we have now two or three railroads run- 


but what it is known what mill has made it, if 
it was made in this country. And if any man 
makes an inferior class of rails he will soon 
find himself without orders. It is the same 
thing with regard to steel car wheels. It is 
not the cost of the steel wheel, but the quality 
of it, that is of importance. 
very best steel in the world in wheels. 


of wheels made of 


poor material than in any- 
thing else connecte 


with railroads. 


the most reasonable price than I am. But I;i 


do not want wheels that are merely cheap; I 
want them to be also good. Itis not a ques- 
tion of price at. all. 


We want the ; 
There ' 
is more at stake of life and propertyin the use ` 


` A ; : Price obtained... 
There is probably but one man in this House ., rof ‘ 


: cost about $3 per ton in each year. 


And I say that the best | 
way to get good wheels is to hold the manu- " 


factarers responsible for them. Now, in refer- | 
ence to what the gentleman from Illinois has | 


said about competition, who seems to have 


: discovered that it is the want of competition 


ning to the Kast. One of those roads-has been ` 


completed within the last six months, and it has 


had the effect to reduce passenger fares and to | 
Daring this present sammer /! 


reduce freights. 
we expect to complete two more roads. Now, 
suppose that those two roads to be built this 
summer can purchase their iron for one third 
less than the two roads already built paid, will 
it not be true that they can transport over those 
roads at a cheaper rate than the roads now 


builtcan? Certainly; every man mustsee that || d 
; men call monopolies. 


such will be the effect. Ifa year or two from 
now still another road can be built, connecting 
with the great Pacific railroad, at a still cheaper 
rate, would they not be able to transport still 
cheaper? I say they certainly would, and every 
man must see the force of such an argument. 

To say that it does not make any difference 
what railroad iron costs, or what car wheels cost, 
13 to state that which is not correct. While 
the railroad companies may be able to build 


their roads notwithstanding the high price of | 


Tailroad iron, they must necessarily take from 
the people whose crops, produce, or other 
freight passes over their roads enough to make 
up for this excess of price or this greater charge 
that they are compelled to pay, for the purpose 
of obtaining both the iron for the road and the 
rolling stock to put upon it. I say, then, that 
when we advocate a reduction of these duties 
we are in favor of cheapening the cost of trans- 
portation. I have no purpose of advocating 
amendments which will reduce the tariff upon 
this or any other article to such an extent as 
will ruin or seriously injure or cripple any 
Interest in this country. But I understand it 
to be conceded by the chairman of the Com- 


i| enable them to declare dividends. 


that is the trouble. 


he has no competition at all at the mills he | 


with his produce he will find four competing 
lines of railroad, as the gentleman from 
York [Mr. Brooxs] has said. There is abund- 
ance of competition on these railroads. The 
leading railroads of the country for several 
months last year did not make a dollar on 


i their through freight, for it was carried below 


| speaks of. But when he gets to Cincinnati ` 


New .. 


cost for months, on account of the competi- i 


tion between these companies which gentle- 


had to be made up on the local trade so as to 
Auother 
word about the cost of building railroads. 
In Pennsylvania, where the main lines have 


in Illinois, where it does not cost more than 
$15,000 per mile to build railroads. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STILES. - Mr. Chairman, while we have 
under consideration that portion of the tariff 
bill in relation to iron and steel, I desire to say 
that I have voted to sustain the Committee of 
Ways and Means upon these important inter- 
ests. But I have obtained the floor for the 
purpose of saying a few words upon the action 
of the House in Committee of the Whole in 
reducing the duty on pigiron. In the absence 
of myself and my colleague from the Berks 
district, [Mr. Gerz,] unexpectedly and un- 
timely, with nearly a hundred members of the 


House, including a number of Republicans |! 


from Pennsylvania, a vote was taken upon the 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. BUTLER, } to reduce the duty upon 


And their revenues | 


j cost us over $70,000 per mile, we are car- i.. 
rying freight lower than it is being carried | 
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iron from $7 to $5, Both Mr. GETZ and my- 
self, had we been here, would have voted 
againat that proposition. That vote was not 
a finality, however, and when the question is 
submitted to the House we will be found upon 
the record in favor of the highest rate of duty 
that shall be proposed. 

The attack upon the iron interests of the 
_ country is traceable to the report of Commis- 
sioner Wells, a Radical officer of the Govern- 
ment, who recommended in his report the 
reduction of the duty from $9 to $3. The 
report was seized upon by those opposed to 
the tariff laws favoring the iron interests of 
Pennsylvania. I shall not now stop to discuss 
the errors in Mr. Wells’s report. It has been 
demonstrated through the press and upon this 
floor that his statistics in reference to the cost 
of iron are all wrong. His calculation was 
intended to deceive and mislead, and. when he 
says that pig iron can be produced at from $24 
to $26 per ton, and in some instances at.a less 
figure in the anthracite districts of Pennsyl- 
vania, predicated upon some kiad of informa- 
tion, his report becomes a dangerous weapon 
in the hands of thase. who seek to crush out 
the great interests of the State I in part repre- 
sent. Memorials to this Congress from all the 
leading furnace companies in eastern Pennsyl- 
vania claim that pig iron cost more than $29 
per ton in 1868 and 1869, exclusive of interest 
on capital and the expenses of removal from 
the furnaces. : . 

I hold in my hand a statement, farnished me 
by a reliable friend, showing the actnal cost at 
one of the furnaces in the Lehigh valley, as 
follows: 

1866.. 1867. 1868. 1889, 
Cost on cars at furnace..$34 66 $29.37 $28 68 $32 03 
Cost in the market 36 20 3133 3078 3357 
42 26 3986 3441 35658 
Profits por ton.... 60 853 363 201 

In this estimate nothing is incladed for inter- 
est on capital invested, which would increase the 
The cost 
‘ of coal to make a tonofiron was: 1866, $11 02; 
, 1867, $8 32; 1868, $7 97}; 1869, $10 003. 
The figures may not be entirely correct, but I 
believe them, from my own observation and 
| knowledge, to be very nearly so. Nor can these 
i statements be successfully contradicted. All 


| this talk, therefore, in reference to the im- 
The gentleman says that , 


mense profits now made in ‘the iron business 
is without foundation in fact. — 
In former years the question of a tariff was a 
national question; but the long, tedious, pro- 
- tracted discussion upon this bill has shown that 
: now it is a local issue. The New England 
| States seek protection for their manufactures, 
| the West upon her wool, hemp, and other pro- 
. ductions, while the great iron State of Penn- 
' gylvania asks protection upon iron. The. differ- 
ent sections seek such a duty as shall yield a 
return for the capital necessarily invested. 
In this struggle for sectional interests I see 


|; no good reason why we are not right in demand- 
|, ing tor our people such legislation as will insure 
‘| to them a fair 


pon for the capital invested in 
: the furnaces of the State of Pennsylvania. 
Thad hoped that some system of duties would 
' be adopted which would be acceptable to all 
sections of the country; that some one who 
could command the confidence of Congress and 
- the people, one who could grasp all the great 
. interests of this people, would submit sach a bill 
as would meet the universal approval of the 
nation. In such a proposition I would pro- 
tect the industrial interests, agri¢ulture, and 
labor. I had hoped to see some-one of the Rad- 
ical party in this House rise above party, who 
would take a statesmanlike view of this per- 
| peung subject. In these degenerate days we 
; have no statesmen, all are partisans. As no 
| one will meet the exigencies of these perilous 
| times, we shall therefore be left to. deal with this 


| vital questionas best we can. - 


: What is demanded in this country, sir, is a 
| uniform rate of duty. The large expenditure 
|in the erection of our immense iron-works, 
| the large capital invested, demand that they 
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shall not be threatened every year with a change, 
with: new rates of duty. Place capital and 
labor in the power of Congress, ever changing 
in political sentiment, and you effectually crush 
out enterprise and retard the development of 
our great and varied resources. Let capital 
know whether your policy will be uniform. 


Place high duties this year and reduce them | 
next year, and you create such distrust as to 
force capital to seek another and a different ; 


field for its operations. If it be our policy to 


impose such a duty as to starve out the labor- | 


ing men of the land, you must send our peo- 
re away and force capital out of the country. 
f 

should: be known and acknowledged. ‘Then 


foreign capital here with the assurance that it 
would find a safe and certain secarity in the 
vast improvements and manufactories all over 
the States of this Union. © >= > 

The policy of this Government upon this 
question of a tariff within the last thirty years 
hag been most extraordinary. Under the tariff 
of 1842 iron was $9 per ton. The tariff of 1846 
made it 80 per cent. ; not much, if any, reduc- 
tion, yet it was changed. That was denomina- 
ated a free-trade tariff, yet I consider it to-day 
the fairest of all. 


ree aE 


I paver against-your 
action upon this subject. I protest against it, 
too, in the name of the laborer, the mechanic, 
and in behalf of the great agricultural interests 


of the State I have the honor in part to repre- |! 


sent, . You. strike down the great furnaces, 
rolling-mills, forges, and workshops of Penn- 
sylvania, and the fatal blow reaches every man 
in the Commonwealth. It does more, sir; it 
affects the whole country, North, Hast, West, 
and South. It will depress trade, labor, agri- 
culture, and all kinds of business far beyond 
the limits of a single State. Nor is this the 
time,:thia the hour to strike such a blow, 
when we ato. oppressed with a national debt 
‘of: millions: without ‘ability now to meet it. 
I shali vote; therefore, for the highest duty 
“proposed upon pig.iron, as will every member 
gf the delegation, I have no doubt, from my 


tate. : : 

It-will not bein the interest of monopoly. 
No man on this floor detests more heartily 
than I do the men who seek to build up monop- 
‘olies. upon the labor of others. I shall vote 
for-these measures because it is demanded in 
i pastice and in right. I conceive it to be tothe 
interests -of the poor men whom I represent, 
‘and whose interests here I trast I shall always 
‘protect and ‘defend. You reduce the duty upon 
Doa, and you reduce the price of labor. . Eng- 
land and France and Belgium cheapen labor 
wher they produce cheap iron. 

-= Botjsir,oneword more. The disenssion on 
this bill has mostly been confined to the Rad- 
-jeal portion of this House. I have listened to 
thisdebatefromthe beginning. The free-trade 
theories of the Republican leaders have reached 
‘beyond this Capitol. ‘Your speeches, your votes 
-ato before the country. The motion toreduce 
iros below the rate proposed by your commit- 
tee. comes from your chief and leader. You 


ample protection is to be our policy, it | 


` ment so as to make the duty 3 cents per pound. | 
you will give confidence and security to the © 
capital of the country; then you could invite | 
'! there were—ayes 54, noes 50; no quorum : 


i! ment, as amended 
: were—ayes 62, noes 50; no quoram voting. 
The tariff of 1857 reduced . 
The tariff of 1862 ‘| 


have resistless power ia both branches of Con- 
gress; you must take all the responsibility ; 
you must take all the odium that attaches to 
this legislation; you cannot, ‘you shall not 
escape that responsibility before the people. 
If you deceive them now be prepared to meet | 
their condemnation. l 

{Here the hammer fell. ] |! 


Mr.COVODE. Iwill withdraw the amend- | and 


ment to the amendment. 
The question recurred upon the amendment | 
of Mr. INGERSOLL, to reduce the duty on steel | 


| car wheels proposed in the bill from 34 to 2} © 


cents per pound. 


Mr. CESSNA. I movetoamend the amend-. | 


The question was taken upon the amend- | 
ment to the amendment; and upon a division | 
voting. i i 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cessna and 
Mr. INGERSOLL were appointed. 
`- The committee again divided; and the tell- . 
ers reported that there were—ayes 70, noes67. | 

So the amendment to the amendment was | 
agreed to. n 

The question was then taken upon the amend: || 
; and upon a division there | 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. MAYNARD | 
and Mr. Jupp were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers 


i reported—ayes 73, noes 43. 


1850; ; 
. An act (H. R. No. 1766) in relation. to the 


i 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I move to amend by ` 
adding to the pending paragraph the following: | 
Provided, That after tho Ist of January, 1871, the I 
daty shall be 2? cents per pound. il 
Mr. BENJAMIN. . I move that the commit- |i 
tee rise. ay 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker | 
having resumed the chair, Mr. WHEELER re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole o 


the state of the Union had, according to order, || | 


had under consideration the state of the Union , 
generally, and particularly the bill (H. R. No. | 
1068) to amend existing laws relating to the + 


duty on imports, and for other purposes, and | 
had come to no resolution thereon. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. > | 
Mr. NEGLEY, from the Committee on En- | 


rolled Bills, reported that the committee had | 
examined. and found truly enrolled bills and |! 


t 


joint resolutions of the following titles; when — 
the Speaker signed the same: i 
An act (H. R. No. 486) to extend the time | 
for the completion of the military road from 
Fort Wilkins, at Copper Harbor, in the State 


‘of Michigan, to Fort Howard; at Green Bay, ` 


in the State of Wisconsin; `. : 
An-act (H. R. No. 858) for the velief of 
Charles C. McCrary; . ip saa 
An act (H. R.. No. 988) to: amend an act ` 
‘entitled ‘‘An act- to enforce mechanics’ liens | 
on buildings in the District of Columbia;”? ` | 
An act (H. R. No. 10254) to amend an act | 
entitled ‘An act to establish in the District of |, 
Columbia a house of correction for boys,” |! 
approved July 25, 1866 ; i! 
An act (H. R. No. 1337) granting a pension | 
to Thomas Clair; ae 
An act (H. R. No. 1594) to-amend an act, 
entitled “An act to incorporate the -Freed- | 
men’s Savings and Trust Company,” approved : 
Mareh 3, 1865; -> i 
- An aet (H. R. No. 1595) to amend an act | 
entitled ‘‘An act providing for the taking of |; 
the seventh and subsequent censuses of the | 
United States, and to fix the number of the - 
members. of the House of Representatives, | 
and to provide for their future apportionment 
among the several States,” approved May 23, 


Iowa river, in the State of Iowa ; . i: 
An act (H. R. No. 1892) making appropri- `i 


ation to satisfy a judgment obtained against || 


of Champlain, 


Granville M. Dodge, late an officer of the 
United States, and others, for acts done by 
them in the line of their duty ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 131) granting 
an American register to the British-built 
schooner W. D. B.; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 208) for the 
relief of Roswell M. Shurtleff, of New York; 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 222) granting 
condemned guns for soldiers’ monuments at 
Fairmount cemetery, Newark, New Jersey, 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. GIBSON obtained leave of absence for 
two days. 

Mr. WHEELER obtained leave of absence 
till Monday next. 

Mr. McCARTHY obtained leave of absence 
for two days. 

Mr. CESSNA obtained leave of absence for 
the first three days of next week. 

Mr. POMEROY obtained leave of absence 
for to-morrow. 

Mr. BINGHAM obtained leave of absence 
or to-morrow. 

Mr. WITCHER obtained leave of absence 
for twenty days from Monday next. 

Mr. NEGLEY obtained leave of absence 
for six days from next Thursday morning. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move that the House 


‘ now adjourn. 


COMMITTEE CLERKS, ETC. 


Mr. CAKE. I hope my colleague [Mr. 
RANDALL] will withdraw his motion that I may 
present a privileged report. I am directed by 
the Committee on Accounts to report the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Revolutionary 


| Claims and the Committee on Revolutionary Pon- 
l! sions and War of 1812 be each allowed to employ a 


clerk from April 1, 1870, and during the present ses- 


sion of Congress, at $4 80.per day; and also that a 


messenger be stationed in the Speaker’s room from 

ane date at $3 60 por day. f 
Mr. COX. I understand that this resolu-` 
tion proposes to provide a messenger to be 
stationed in the Speaker’s room. To that I 
think no one will object. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Caxe] will report a 


|| separate resolution providing for such a mes- 


senger I am sure no one will object to it; but 
there is too much in this resolution. 
Mr. SARGENT. Cannot the question be 


i divided, so that the vote may be taken on the 
propor oa separately ? 
Mr. C 


AKE. Iam willing that the resolution 
shall be divided. 
Mr. RANDALL. I insist on my motion to 
adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at five 
o’clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions,.&c., were presented 
‘under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. COBB, of North Carolina: The peti- 
tion of Fenner J. Satchwell, of Beaufort county, 
North Carolina, praying for the removal of his 
polyical disabilities. . 

y Mr. COBURN: A remonstrance of citi- 
zens of Indianapolis, Indiana, against the ex- 
tension of John Young’s patent for washing 
and wringing machines. 

By Mr. FERRISS: A petition of 109 mem- 
bers of the New York Legislature, asking such 
legislation as will allow the masters of vessels 
entering or leaving Lake Champlain by way of 


the Richelieu river to enter and clear their 


vessels and pay duties at the port of Rouse’s 
Point, which is the first port of entry reached 
by vessels coming from Canada. EI 
Also, a petition of 44 citizens of the district 
asking the same legislation. 
HALE: The pétition of Samuel 
asking for a reduction of the 
sugar, and molasses. 


By Mr. 
Silsbyand others, 
duties upon tea, coffee, 
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By Mr. HOLMAN: The foe of Elijah | Mr. ANTHONY. I present a memorial 
e 


Brittingham, for relief from effects of a tax | 


a Mr. LASH: Petitions of Ezekiel W. 
Hancock, William M. Edwards, and William . 
M. Ellington, citizens of Rockingham county, 
North Carolina, for removal of disabilities. 

Also, the petition of T. C. Hanson, a citizen 
of Yadkin county, North Carolina, for removal 
of disabilities. 


Also, the petition of Samuel M. Tomlinson, ` 
a citizen of Guilford county, for removal of e 
_of N. H. Wood, of Portage City, Wisconsin, 


disabilities. ca 
Also, the petition of William F. Henderson, 


for removalof disabilities from George Make- | 


ace, of Randolph county, and William Bad- 
gettand John A. Heitman, of Davidson county, 
North Carolina. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of Joseph 
Miller and 110 others, citizens of Ohio, pray- 
ing Congress to abolish the national banks, to 
redeem the matured bonds deposited by them, 
to issue $500,000,000 in Treasury notes, and 
make the same receivable for customs dues and 
all other taxes due the Federal Government. 

Also, the petition of John Darner and others, 
citizens of Ohio, to the same effect. 

By Mr. SWEENEY: A petition of sundry 
citizens of Hopkins county, Kentucky, for the 
establishment of a post route in said county. 


By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of | 


William West, praying for relief. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 5, 1870. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
wax, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
. Samuel S. Bralley, E.J. Bralley, and A.Thomp- 
son, of Wythe county, Virginia; of R.C. Rives,of 
Dinwiddie county, Virginia, and of Francis K. 
Elliot, of Scott county, Virginia, praying the | 
removal of their political disabilities; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 
He also presented the petitions of Charles A. 
Weatherson, Jeremiah Jennings, William M. 
Mitchell, William Rankin, Garland Anderson, 


ton G. Hale, all of Grayson county, Virginia, 
praying the removal of their political disabili- | 
ties; which were referred to the select Com- | 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 


William H. Walker, of Limestone county, Ala- 
bama, praying the removal of his political dis- | 
abilities; which was referred to the select | 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of | 
Edward D. Tippett, praying the appointment | 
of a committee of scientific men to examine a | 
model planetarium, by which can be demon- 
strated the true principles of the solar system ; 
ae was referred to the Committee on the 


ibrary. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the remon- 
strance of Levi Underwood, and several other 
citizens and business men of the city of Bur- 
lington, Vermont, representing that they think 
the coercive clause in the funding bill respect- 
ing banks will be injurious to the people, and 
asking that Congress will not pass it. As that 
subject has been acted upon by the Senate, I 
move that the remonstrance lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. EDMUNDS also presented a memorial || 


of sundry manufacturers and business men 
of Castleton, Vermont, sellers of household 
Wringers of various manufactures, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the House bill No. 
1492, for the-extension of John Young’s patent 
for washing and wringing machines; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


: of the 
‘ will by its action forbid farther increase of the 
` circulation of the national banks, and provide 
: for the gradual redemption of bonds held by 
' them, and the retirement of their currency and 


its substitution by legal tenders, and setting |; m p } 
A 5 || reported it with an amendment, and submitted 


;: a report; which was ordered to be printed. 


Tate, of Haywood county, North Carolina, | 
James Anderson, Randolph Collins, and Pey- i; í 4 thie A 


| ties; which wasreferred to the select Commit- 


M a) i N. H. Wood, of Portage City, Wisconsin, ask- 
r. SPENCER presented the petition of || ing the enactment of a law for an increased 


and elastic volume of currency; which was | 


from the Providence Tool Company and num- 
erous others, remonatrating against the exten- 
sion of the patent of John Young for washing 
and wringing machines They represent that 
according to their best information not less | 
than two hundred thousand wringing machines | 
are manufactured and sold per annum, and | 
this number isincreasing yearly. I move that — 
this memorial lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I present the petition 


praying Congress to provide by enactment | 
for an increased and ‘' elastic’’ volume of cur- 
rency, to the extent of $300,000,000; such 


ments, in good credit, and payable in a new 
standard of coin of equal fineness and value 
to the English and Spanish gold and silver 
coins ; and that provision be made in the United 
States depositories in every State for a daily 


: exchange of such bonds for currency, and vice | 


versa ; and further praying that $500,000,000 


' of coin, or its equivalent, be at once re- ' 
‘coined, the standard of such coinage to be: 
| equal in fineness and value to the English and 


Spanish coins, and that such coinage, mostly 
in silver, shall be at once exchanged through | 


i| the various depositories of the United States 

| for the fractional currency and nickel coin now | 
|| held by the submissive people of this country ; | 
| and that such standard of coinage shall be the || memorial to the Committee on the District of 


! from the State of Wisconsin. 
. known any such gentleman there. 
; the same eres myself, and threw it on the 


Mr. SHERMAN. Before that petition is 
referred I feel bound to say to the Senate that 
I presume a similar petition has been sent to 
every member of the Senate. One was sent to 
me, with evidences which were, in my judg- 
ment, conclusive that the author is unfortu- 
nately insane. I merely mention this fact 
because I have no doubt other Senators have 
received the same petition. One has already 


|© been presented by the Senator from Delaware. 


Mr. HOWE. That petitioner seems to hail 


have never 
I received 


floor, and I think I received a similar petition 


. from the same individual some time along in 
increase to be made exchangeable for a new | 
` issue of gold interest-bearing bonds of the Uni- .. 
ted States, the interest to be made as low as | 
loans are negotiated by European Govern- © 


the winter. I do not know anything about him. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The petition 
will be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, presented the 
memorial of M. F. Granger, of Randolph, 


; Vermont, remonstrating against the passage 
: of House bill No. 1492, for the extension of 


John Young’s patent for washing and wring- 
ing machines; which was ordered to lie on the 


table. , 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have received a memorial, 
very numerously signed, from the county of 
Washington, setting forth the condition of the 


- county, and concluding with a request that 


Congress will either grant them a donation 
of lands for educational purposes, ar such an 


| appropriation of money as will enable them to 


put in full and vigorous operation a liberal sys- 
tem of education. I move the reference of the 


redeemer of all future issues of the bonds of || Columbia. 


the United States ; and to further provide that | 


| the old coinage shall be received for customs 


and the purchase of the new issues of the bonds 
nited States; and also that Congress 


forth the reasons in support of the proposition 
which he submits to Congress. move the 
reference of this petition to the Committee on | 
Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. POOL presented the petition of W. L. | 


praying the removal of his political disabili- 


tee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have also received 
the proceedings of a meeting held in Plano, 
in the State of Illinois, of what purport to be 
disciples of the true faith of the Latter-Day 
Saints. The memorial is signed by. commit- 
tee consisting of Joseph Smith, Alexander S. 
Smith, and several others, in which they pro- 
test that polygamy is no part of the faith ofthe 
Latter-Day Saints, and they memorialize the 
Congress of the United States that in the con- 
sideration of the questionsof polygamy and dis- 
loyalty as affecting a body calling themselves the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
in the Territory of Utah the crimes of polyg- 
amy and disloyalty may not be made to stain 
the mantle of the pure faith of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. I move the 
reference of this paper to the Committee on 
Territories. 

The motion was agreed to.: 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I present the 
petition ef N. H. W 


nothing. The petition is mailed at New York, 
but a letter on the outside of it is dated at Bos- 
ton. The petitioner represents himself to be 
of Portage City, Wisconsin, and prays for an 
elastic currency. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Finance. * 


ood, of whom I know |; 


The motion was agreed to. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. McDONALD, from the Committee on 


, Post Offices and Post Roads, to whom was 


referred the bill (S. No. 683) authorizing mail 
steamship service in the Gulf of Mexico be- 
tween the ports of New Orleans, Louisiana, 
and certain ports of the republic of Mexico, 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instructed by the 


© Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
|: the bill (S. No. 19) granting a pension to Mary 


Lincoln, widow of Abraham Lincoln, late 
President of the United States, to report the 


ii bill, with a written report recommending that 
; it be indefinitely postponed. I ask that it be 
|| placed on the Calendar, as Jinferthat my friend 
| from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] is desirous 


of having action upon it. I move that the 
report be printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, ‘Does the Senator from 
Vermont wish the bill delayed until the report 
is printed? - 

r. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. The committee 
had the impression that the facts and circunr- 
stances referred to in the report might have 
some effect on the judgment of the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought that perhaps 
the report might be read now and the bill 
acted on. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _ It had better be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
placed on the Calendar. 


|. Mr. BUCKINGHAM, from the Committee 


on Commerce, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 162) to restore to thecity 
of New Orleans the property heretofore occu- 
pied by the United States as a branch mint, 
reported it with an amendment. . y 

_ Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil- 


‘itary Affairs, to whom was recommitted the 


joint resolution (H. R. No. 69) relating to 
buildings used for military purposes in the city 
of New York, reported it-with an amendment. 

Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, who were by a resolution of the Senate 


| instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
| amending the patent laws as to secure to the 


Government in all its departments the free use 


8238 


of all patents hereafter issued by the United 
States, submitted a report; which was ordered 
to be printed, 

Mr. CRAGIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
876) to promote the greater efticiency of the 
Navy, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. DRAKE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was recommitted the bill (S. 
No. 653) to promote the secnring of efficient 
seamen for the Navy of the United States, 
reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 642) to restore to certain par- 
ties their rights under Jaws and treaties of the 
United States, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. CORBETT, from the Committee on 
Commerce, who were by a resolution of the 
Senate instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of causing » survey and examination to 
be made of the line of water communication 
between the James river and the Ohio river at 
the mouth of the Great Kanawha, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject; which was agreed to. 

Mr. VICKERS, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 818) to regulate the importation of immi- 
grants under labor contracts, reported ad- 
versely thereon; and the bill was indefinitely 
postponed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 
179) authorizing water-gauges to be established 
and observations to be made upon the Missis- 
sippi river and its principal tributaries, with a 
view to obtaining information required for the 
protection of the alluvial lands against over: 
How, and for the improvement of navigation, 
reported it without amendment. 

Mtr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on 
Finance, reported a bill (S. No. 890) to reduce 
taxation; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. 

TRIBUTES TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 


Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred the amendment of 
the House of Representatives to the joint res- 
olution (S. R. No. 77) authorizing a distribu- 
tion of the copies remaining in the Department 
of State of the Tributes of the Nations to 
Abraham ‘Lincoln, have instructed me to re- 


port it back and recommend that the Senate - 


concur in the amendmentof the House of Rep- 
resentatives, with an amendment. I ask that 
this matter be acted upon now. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded 


to consider the amendment of the House of 
Representatives, which was to strike out all | 


after the words **to wit’ in the fourth line of | 


the joint resolution and to insert: 
Three copies to each Senator and member of the 
ouse of Representatives of the Forty-First Con- 
gress, and the remainder to be distributed by -the 
Seoretary af State to such persons as he shall indi- 
cate, the Secretary of State having the -authority to 


have refinished at the Government Printing Office ;; 


such copies as may need the same. 


The amendment of the Committee on Print- | 


ing was to strike out the word ‘ three” before 
copies and insert ‘‘two.”’ 

Mr. ANTHONY. The effect of the com- 
mittee’s amendment is to reduce by one the 
number of copies allowed by the House amend- 
ment to each Senator and Representative. 
There are a number of these volumes lying in 
the State Department that I supposed were to 
be distributed under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of State; but the Secretary asked for 


pome ihstructionsin regard to the distribution,- 
placing 


and the Senate passed a joint resolution 
the whole namber at the disposal of the De- 
partment of State. The other House amended 
the resolution by giving three copies to each 
Senator and Representative in the present 
“Congress and the remainder to the Department 
of State. That reduces the remainder to about 
thirty-five copies; and, as it seems desirable 
that a docament of this kind, unique in its 


| 


oe nn e a 


character, should be at the disposal of the 
Government for libraries and for future use, 
the amendment of the Committee on Printing 
' reduces the number to be distributed to each 
Senator and Representative to two, leaving 


| 


about three hundred for the State Department. | 
The amendment to the amendment was - i 
- always been referred to the Committee on Com- 


agreed to. 


The amendment of the House of Represent- ` 


atives, as amended, was concurred in. 
PORT OF DELIVERY AT DULUTIL. 


Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on . 


Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 875) to create a port of delivery at Du- 
luth, Minnesota, reported it without amend- 


ment. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I presume there will be no 
objection to the immediate consideration of 
that bill. It is a very simple proposition. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 


sider the bill. It provides that Duluth, in the | 


. State of Mi ta, shall b rt of delivery . : D 
07 innego ny aOR o oas APARA ' tions are now in order. If there are no Senate 


` within the collection district of New Orleans, 


and that there shall be appointed a surveyor ; 


of customs, to reside at that port, who shali 
perform the duties and receive the compen- 


sation and emoluments prescribed in the act | a iS 8e f 
` the pending question is on the motion of the 


of Congress approved March 2, 1831, being an 
act allowing the duties on foreign merchan- 
dise imported into Pittsburg, Wheeling, Cin- 
cinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, Nashville, and 
Natchez to be secured and paid at those 
places. 
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sale of the public lands I am in some doubt ag 
to whatcommittee it should be referred, whether 
to the Committee on Commerce or the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. I will thank the Chair 
to indicate the appropriate committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. As it is a work 
of commeree, and bills for that subject have 


merce, the Chair would think that that would 
be the appropriate committee. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Then I move its refer- 
ence to that committee, and that it be printed, 
‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 


` consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 889) to provide for holding special terms 
of the circuit and district courts of the United 
States for the northern and for the southern 
districts of Ohio; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


' cia nd ordered to be printed. 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- | ee 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Senate resolu- 


resolutions the Senate resumes the considera- 


: tion of the concurrent resolution of the House 
_ of Representatives fixing the time for the final 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


dment, ordered to b d fora third || nays. 
amendmen tT CaRtLT a apon a S C Me EDMUNDS, Yes, let us have the yeas 


; and nays, by all means. 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
RECOMMITMENT OF A BILL. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to take ups with a 
view to its recommitment, the bill (H. R. No. 
785) to provide for furnishing artificial limbs 
to disabled soldiers. 


recommitted to the Committee on Military 
| Affairs. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. COLE. I move to take up a bill that 
is precisely similar to the one just passed, the 
bill (S. No. 834) to create a port of delivery 
at Vallejo, California. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. A motion to | 


reconsider was entered by the Senator from 
Connecticut, [Mr. BUCKINGHAM. } 


Mr. HARLAN. I desire to introduce a bill. |! 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The introduction ‘|| 


of bills is in order. 

Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
| No. 885) authorizing the Secretary of War to 
. purchase certain land adjoining the United 


| States barracks at Barrancas, in the State of 


| Florida; which was read twice by its title, | 


' referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
‘ ‘and ordeted to be printed. 

' Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous 
‘ consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


' Jacques; which was read twice by its title, 


' and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SCOTT asked, and by unanimous con- 
. gent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
: 887) for the relief of Rebecca J. Shepherd, 
_of Philadelphia; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Railroad Company, in the State of Delaware, 
to construct, in connection with said road, a 


Sussex county, and State of Delaware ; which 
was read twice by its title. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. As this bill provides 


for an appropriation of money arising from the 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was | 


| No. 886) authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
i ury to settle the accounts of Colonel James F. 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, į 


Mr. SAULSBURY asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 
No. 888) to aid the Junction and Breakwater | 


i} munds, 


pier in the Delaware bay, at or near Lewes, in |; 


adjournment of this session of Congress, and 


Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Morrinu,] that 
the resolution be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 
The VICE PRESIDENT put the question, 
and declared that the noes appeared to haveit. 
Mr. SUMNER. Let us have the yeas and 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


| taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 36; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Cole, Cragin, 
Drake, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Osborn, Pomeroy, 
Ramsey, Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Sum- 
ner, Trumbull, Warner, Wilson, and Yates—19. 
_ NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Boreman, Buck- 
ingham, Cameron, Casserly, Conkling, Corbett, Ed- 
‘Fenton, Ferry, Flanagan, Fowler, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Hamilton of Yexas, Hamlin, Marian, 
Harris, Howell, Johnston, Kellogg, Lowis, MeCreery, 
Pool, Pratt, Rice, Robertson, Ross, Saulsbury, Saw- 
yer, Scott, Stockton, Tipton, Vickers, Willey, and 
Williams—36, à 
ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Brownlow, Carpenter, 
Cattell, Davis, Gilbert, Howard, Howe, McDonald, 
Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Nye, Patterson, Revels, 
Sprague, Thayer, and Thurman—l7. 


So the motion’ to refer was not agreed to; 
and the question recurred on the adoption of 
the following House concurrent resolution: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring, ) That the Presi- 


, dent of the Senate and the Speaker cf the House of 


Representatives declare their respective Houses 
adjourned sine die on Monday, the 4th of July next, 


: at meridian. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the farther 
consideration of this resolution be postponed 
until the first Monday of June. [‘‘ Oh, nol’’] 
That is more than a month before the time 
fixed; and I submit to the Senate whether we 
are now prepared to fix the day of adjourn- 
ment, when we have not passed any of theim- 
portant measures of the session, those which 
are likely to create long debate, including the 
Georgia bill and a great number of questions 
that will occupy considerable time. Ifwe now 
attempt to fix the day of adjournment we place 
ourselves under pressure, and I think itis un- 
becoming the Senate. It isnot usual, I think, 


: to fix the time of adjournment so long before- 
‘hand. J, forone, am not disposed to vote for 


| a resolution fixing the day of adjournment 


| until we shall see our way to the completion 


| of various important measures that are before 


us. At the same time I am as anxious to 
adjourn as anybody, and probably occupy as 
little of the time of the Senate as others do. 
For myself personally I hope very much that 
we may be able to adjourn by the 4th of July. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We can extend the time, 


: if necessary. 


Mr. SHERMAN. There may be great diffi- 
culty in securing an extension of the time. 
The members of the House make their arrange- 
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meats to go home and attend their conventions | 
and various arrangements about their elections |, 
which come off this fall. They make their © 
arrangements to go home at the time fixed for 
the adjournment, and we may beunder serious 
embarrassment in extending the time after it 
ig once fixed. It is better for us to keep the 
matter within our own power ; and, atany rate, 
by postponing the consideration of the resolu- 
tion until the first Monday in June we shall 
then have at least a month before the time fixed 
in the resolution of adjournment. I really 
think we ought not to pass it now. It may 
seriously embarrass us in our business. This 
time is so long ahead, two months ahead, 
that I think it will not have the effect Senators 
suppose; I do not believe it will hasten the 
action on a single bill. It is always well to fix 
the time ahead, some two or three weeks before | 
the adjournment, when we can see our way | 
through the public business ; but it is much too | 
soon now to fix a day of adjournment, and itis 
entirely unusual, according to my recollection 
of the precedents. 

Mr. DRAKE. Was it ever done before? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Itis usual for the other 
House to send these resolutions over to us in 
a fit of impatience, simply because its mem- 
bers are more anxious to gethome; but I have 
not known within my recollection that the Sen- 
ate has yielded to the disposition of the House 
until a month or less before the time fixed ; 
and that is an ample period, it seems to me, 
within which to fix a day of adjournment. We 
ought not to do it until we see our way through 
the important business of the session. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Obio moves to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the resolution until the first Mon- 
day in June. 

Mr. SUMNER. I agree entirely with the 
Senator from Ohio, with his motion and with | 
what he has said. I believe the present prop- 
osition is premature, and, considering the time 
at which it is brought forward, absolutely with- 
out precedent. i do not remember in my ex- 
periénce a single case of a proposition like 
this brought forward and sustained in the Sen- 
ate at this early day. I doubt if ever one has 
been sent from the House to the Senate at this 
early day. Í may be mistaken in that; but I | 
am sare no such proposition has ever been 
sustained in this Chamber at this early day. 

I say, therefore, itis premature; itis con- 
trary to precedent; and, as the Senator from 
Ohio haa told us, it will tie the hands of the 
Senate so that we cannot faithfully and com- 
pletely do the business of the country. We | 
are sent here for a certain purpose. Itis to | 
transact the business of the country, to watch 
its great interests, and see that right and jus- 
tice are done. We have not yet completed | 
this great work ; nor do I find now in the pre- | 
sent state of our business any assurance that | 
it will be completed in the time named in this 
resolution. 1 think, therefore, the proposition 
of the Senator from Ohiois wise—not to reject | 
the resolution ; that is not the proposition ; but | 
to postpone its consideration, so that when we 
act finaliy it can be with full knowledge of the 
case, and with reference to all the interests of 
the country. 

It will not do to say that if we fix a time, ` 
during that period all these interests may be 
fully attended to. That cannot follow. We : 
know, for instance, in the other Chamber that 
the tariff has already occupied weeks, and no ` 
conclusion has yet been reached. Suppose it 
comes to the Senate, how long may it occupy ` 

is Chamber, and are you disposed in advance ` 
to cut off debate, to prevent its adequate con- 
sideration? = °. 

hen, as was said yesterday, there is this 
other great measure of fanding. I insist that | 

Ongress before it goes home shall at least give | 
the Secretary of the Tressury an opportunity | 
ot reducing the interest ou the national debt. |: 

o such opportunity has yet been given; and |: 


i 
i 
H 
h 
1} 
i 
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home there shall be means afforded for the 


reduction of the national taxes. Nothing. of 


' that kind has yet been done; and still we are 


now called to vote an adjournment. Sir, I 
wish the Senate to understand that to vote an 
adjournment now, or to fix the time for an 
adjournment, is to endanger the passage of all 
these great measures. 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, one of ' 
the first things I learned in Congress wa that - 


a resolution to adjourn the two Houses can 
alwaya be turned into an opportunity for effect ; 
and if this were not the Senate, and if those 
here were not Senators, I should have been led 
to suspect, on yesterday, that the observations 
induced by the pending resolution were intended 
for the galleries and for influence beyond the 
galleries, rather than with the sixty or seventy 
men by whom the resolution is to be determ- 
ined. One might almost suppose the Senate 
divided into two classes; Senators on the one 
side disposed to do their duty, to remain and 
attend to the public business and finish it, and 
on the other Senators disposed to run away, 
for their own convenience, whether the busi- 
ness be done or not—— 

Mr.SHERMAN. I donot think it is strictly 
parliamentary, under the rules and courtesies 
that always prevail in the Senate, for a Senator 
to rise in his place and charge persous here 
adopting a particular course with substantially 
a demagogical purpose in advocating or oppos- 
ing a public proposition. That is the whole 
effect of what the Senator charges. 1 submit 
it to his kind temper. 


Mr. CONKLING. If my honorable friend 


had been patient one moment longer, he would |, 


not have made that suggestion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The parliament- 
ary rule is, as the Senator from New York is 
aware, that imputations must not be made on 
the motives of Senators. 

Mr. CONKLING. Therefore I had made 
none. lhad said that if this was not the Senate 
and if the men around me were not Senators, 
observations to which we have listened might 
be taken as designed for consumption and 
effect elsewhere. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


If they are Sen- 
ators, what is the inference ? 


Mr. CONKLING. I shall not hesitate to | 
: state any inference I draw frankly. I make 


no imputations apon the motives of Senators ; 


` and speaking of the mode ia which the question 


has been treated, I was, when interrupted, in 


: the act of saying that the suggestions made by 
the Senator from Ohio, and by some others | 


opposed to the resolution, did not fall within 


| my criticism. Senators will remember that |: 
: yesterday the matter was treated asif the ques- 
| tion was whether we should stay here and do 
; our duty or not, as if that were the sole issue 


upon which we were to vote. This is not the 


; question, nor is this a fair way of stating it. 


It is a practical question as to the mode of 
doing business; and although we may differ 


in the decision of the question we can hardly | 
differ as to what the question is, nor can i 
one Senator show more zeal than another in : 


bis duty, or more devotion to the public intet- 
est, by voting in the negative. There are 


two ways of proceeding. One is to goon, as | 


courts sometimes do, with the Calendar, going 
all the way through, leaving undetermined the 


day of adjournment until all the business is | 


done. The other is to fix a day, and work 
accordingly. If we had no experience I would 
not ondertake'to encounter the honorable Sen- 


ator from Ohio in the argument he might make || 
in favor of the theory which I think is the | 
| untrue one; but we have experience. 

and i, sir, have had experience many a year ` 


You 


in the other House, and to some extent here, 
as to the comparative value of these two modes. 
What is it? Have we not always found that 


when a day of adjournment was fixed, whether | 
by the Constitution in the alternate session, or | 


by the resolution of the two Houses in the 
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of the business? And how many times, even 
since you, sir, have occupied the chair, have 
you heard the same thing by way of admoni- 
tion, and even more cogently put than we have 
had now? The familiar allegation is that if 
we fix a day of adjournment we are to go off 
and the buainess is not to be done. See how 
unreasonable this is now. 

The honorable Senator from IHinois [Mr. 
TRUMBULL] told us yesterday that never during 
his long experience had there been so much 

business done in a single session as had already 

been done during this session. And so said 

the honorable Senator from Maine, [Mr. Mor- 

RILL]. Very well. Now, with more than a 

` session’s work done already, what is proposed ? 
To fix aday of adjournment which gives us still 

a greater length of session than the entire short 

session of Congress. ‘Why more time than a 

short session? Because, although nominally 

the short session is three months in length, 

nothing is done until after the holidays, so that 

not two months of solid time remain. And yet 

we are told, when we have already disposed 

of more business than any other session has 

transacted, that if we fix a day which leaves us 

now two months of time we cannot transact 

the business ; and why? Because Georgia was 

debated for six weeks. Yes, sir; and will my 

honorable friend from Ohio say that he be- 

lieves, with a resolution adopted fixing the ad- 

journment two months in advance, six weeks 

would have been given to the debate of Georgia? 

, He will not say that. So the House has long 
debated the tariff bill. Yes, sir; and knowing 
the state of its own business the House has 
also sent us this resolution, by alarge majority, 
| Lam told ; and had the resolution been adopted 

in advance no such time would have been con- 

sumed in debating the tariff. ` i 

I am in favor of staying here as long as is 
; necessary. I am in favor of reducing the 
taxes too; and I give my gage to the honorable 

Senator from Massachusetts, that when the 

time comes I will vote for a reduction of taxes 

for which I fear he will not vote. Let us see. 

I will vote for such a dismissal of internal taxes 

that the tariff will not need debate for six 

weeks in this Chamber. Will the honorable 
; Senator so vote? We shall see whether his 
zeal exceeds the zeal of others. I will vote 
also for a funding bill, and probably we shall 
pass some funding bill, and deal with the tariff, 
and deal with Georgia, and deal with every- 
thing else necessary, and probably some things 
unnecessary ; and that we may deal with them 
` thoroughly and promptly without overmuch of 
i talk, I am for the resolution. ` 
To advance business and secure its dispatch 
‘let us fix the time by which it shall be done. 
The 4th of July is quite far enough off; then 
| every member must take notice of the need of 
' diligence, and govern himself in reference 
i to the fact that if by uncurbed debate, or by 
‘| delay of any sort, measures are postponed and 
:; hindered they may be altogether lost. Weneed 
such a danger; it is wholesome. In this way 
and in no other way, as I submit the expe- 
rience of every member proves,-can we go on 
| expeditiously and thoroughly with the public 
| business and bring the session to a close at an 
appropriate time, not for the convenience of 
members merely, but consulting every con- 
| sideration which properly belongs to it. 

Mr. STEWARL: If it isin order I move to 
'i amend the resolation by striking out ‘‘ the 4th 
of uly” and inserting *‘ Wednesday, the 20th 
|| of July. es : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
| postpone has priority of a motion to amend, 
i| and must first be disposed of. 

' Mr. STEWART. l hope we shall postpone 
i! action on the resolution until the Ist of June. 
‘| Mr. SUMNER. Let the vote be taken on 
|, that. ‘ i 

| Mr. STEWART. I have uniformly voted 
with the Senator from New York on his view 


‘of the question of adjournment; but that was, 


insist still further that. before Congress goes || long session, we worked up to it and disposed :. as I conceive, under a different state of cir- 


cumstances than now exists. I believe we have 
so much important public business on hand 
that it is unsafe to fix the day of adjournment 
as early as the 4th of July. I am afraid we 
cannot dispose of the business in that time. 
Let ua work on for a month, and then if we can 
see our way through I shall be glad to vote for 
the resolution; but I prefer that its consider- 
ation should be deferred until the Ist of June. 


If we try hard and work up to it, and if we see | 
by that time that we can get ready to adjourn , 


by the 4th of July, we can take action in that 
direction at thattime. But I should very much 
regret now to see the limit of the 4th of July 
put on the session with the present amount of 
business on hand. I fear we shall be placed 
in the position of leaving important public 
business unfinished, although we might work 
as expeditiously as possible. 
looks to me in that light. 


new and young member of this body, to judge 
as to what is beston such a matter as this, look- 
ing to the prosecution of the public business ; 
but when I see on the vote just taken that the 
chairman of nearly every important commit- 
tee having in charge public business hes ren- 
dered his judgment in favor of referring this 
resolution and against fixing a day of adjourn- 
ment I am bound to follow. I find that the 


chairmen of the Committees on Finance, Com- | 
merce, Appropriations, Foreign Relations, Ju- |, 
diciary, Military Affairs, Post Offices and Post ;! 
Roads, Naval Affairs, Printing, Public Lands, ; 
Education, and Manufactares, havingin charge ‘| 
great measures of public utility, and who are | 


perbaps in the best position to judge as to 


hat ts best to be done, have all of them ren- | tion? | | 
what is best to be done inst now fixing a day | The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair de- | 


dered their judgment against now fixing a day 
of adjournment. I am as anxious as any 
Senator can be to go home; but until certain 
great measures of common interest to the whole 
country are put beyond the danger of defeat 
I do not want to leave these Halls. For my 


The Calendar | 
Mr. WARNER. It hardly belongs to me, a |, 


own section, until we have got banking facil- | 


ities, until we have got a reduction of taxation, 
until we have got legislation to pay loyal men 
for their claims, until we have got the bill forthe 
enforcement of the fifteenth amendment, and 
for the whole country a dozen other measures, 
until thesuccess of those measures is put beyond 
peradventure, I do not want to see a day fixed 
tor the final ‘adjournment of Congress. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Some allusion 
has been made to the remarks which fell from 
me yesterday on this subject. I had no pur- 
pose yesterday to say more, certainly, than to 
express a conviction to the Senate that it did 
not seem to me at the present moment thatwe 
had information upon the business of Congress, 
and particularly those measures which are be- 
fore the other Houge, to justify us in fixing a day 
for-adjournment. Whether or not I was unfor- 
tunate in the.expreasion of my conviction, so 
as fairly to lead. to the criticism of the honor- 
able Senator from New York, the Senate will 
judge. Iam not particularly sensitive about 
thoge matters. But I am more thoroughly con- 
vinced to-day, upon. the best -refleetion I can 
make on the subject than I was yesterday that 
the Senate ought not at this time to fix upon 
a day for adjournment; that it is safer for the 
Senate to hold in its own hands the. right to 
determine the question of adjournment when 
the business from the House, which we know 
is of the utmost importance, shall come to us. 
I do not see until that time how it is that the 
Senate can fix intelligently upon a day for 
adjournment. I shall therefore vote for the 
postponement of the resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish to say one word be- 
fore this question passes:away, as I suppose it 
is evident from the vote of the Senate what the 
result is to be. I wish to call the attention of 
_ the Senate to the action of the Senate two years 
ago, when we had theSenator from New York 
making the same speechesand taking the same 
paon that he now takes. The House of 

epresentatives did not then, early in May, 


! should come here on the 30th of June, or on 
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send us à proposition to adjourn, but they sent 
a proposition to us on the 30th of June to ad 
journ on the 15th of July, and we declined to 
fix that day. I repeat, they did not send it to | 
us early in May, but on the 30th of June, and | 
proposing to adjourn on the 15th of July, and | 
we refused to fix the day, and held it here, in 


' spite of the repeated speeches of the Senator |: 


from New York, until we had our business in | 
sueh ® condition as to fix the time, and then | 
we fixed it, and adjourned, I think, on the 27th || 
of July. Now, sir. if such a resolution as this |: 


the 15th or 20th of June, it might be considered. 
But it appears to me, coming here when we | 


| have really done nothing on ali our important - 
| business, it is placing us before the country in | 
| the position of trying to shirk our duties. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. : 


The VICR PRESIDENT. The Senator from `: 
Massachusetts will please suspend his remarks. ; 
The morning hour has expired, and the reso- 
lution goes over until to-morrow. The Senate 
resumes the consideration of the bill for the 
sale of the Great and Little Osage Indian reser- || 
vation, and the pending question is on the '| 
poa of the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. |! 

oss. i 
i; Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. Presi- 

ent—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. I rise to a question of order. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 
Maine in front of the Chair rises to a question | 
of order. He will state it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to know if this 
adjournmentresolution is nota privileged ques- 


cided yesterday, in response to the Senator from |, 
New York, that whether privileged or not it || 
was subject to the rules of the Senate, and the | 
rule of the Senate is that at one o'clock the 
unfinished business of the preceding day shall | 
have priority even over special orders. | 
Mr. HAMLIN. Notover a privileged ques- |! 


tion. 
Mr. CONKLING. The Chair willallow me ; 
to say that I understood the Chair yesterday 
to suggest, which seemed to me quite right, 
that under the special order which we were 
then executing that would be so. I did not | 
understand the Chair that it would be so as to | 
unfinished business. ar sos Af 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatisaspecial | 
order, and the Chair cannot think that this 
resolution is privileged beyond a special order |! 
which is made by a two-thirds vote of the Sen- 
ate. The fifteenth rule of the Senate in regard | 
to the unfinished business reads as follows: 
“ The unfinished business in which the Senate was : 


engaged at the last preceding adjournment shall 
have the preference in the special orders of theday.” : 


Mr. CONKLING. Shall have preference , 


of special orders? | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘‘ Preference in 
the special orders of the day ;’’ which means, 
as construed and ruled in the Senate, prefer- | 
ence over the special orders of the day. 
< Mr. CONKLING. So I understand. The 
suggestion, however, of my friend on my left , 
[Mr. Hamuin] is, this resolution being in the 
estimation of the Chair and the usage of the 
Senate a privileged question, it takes: higher 
rank and would not be thrust aside by the 
unfinished business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
auswer that question, as the point has been 
raised twice. In the House of Representa- 
tives it is a privileged question, but the Chair 
is informed that in the Senate it is not held to 
be privileged against special orders. 

Mr. CONKLING. A resolution fixing the `; 
final adjournment of the body not a privileged 
question ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is | 
informed that it has not previously been held |! 
to be privileged. |] 

Mr. POMEROY. This is simply a concur- || 


if 
it 


f 
i 
ii 


` lative, and judicial appropriation bill. 


' as if we were about to vote upon it. 
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rent resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives to fix the day of adjournment, and it has 
no privilege in this form. 

Mr. CONKLING. A resolution to fix the 
day of. final adjournment has no privilege ? 


Mr. POMEROY. Not in this form. 

. The VICE PRESIDENT. Thereare some 
questions of privilege which are higher than 
privileged: questions, namely, affecting the 
rights of members to their seats; and the pre- 
decessors of the present occupant of the chair 
have ruled that they must be taken up bya 


i vote of the Senate; that even a question of 
| privilege, which is the bighest question of all, 


must be proceeded with by a vote of the Senate 
in antagonism to any other question pending 
under the rules. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I move that the 
present order be suspended and postponed with 


- a view to proceed to the consideration of House 


bill No. 974. 

Mr. POMEROY. The unfinished business 
is now in order, not the special order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinished 


' business of yesterday is before the Senate. 


Mr. POMEROY. [understand the Senator 
from:Maine to move to postpone the special 


order. . 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I move to post- 
pone the order before the Senate ; the present 


order. 
i Mr. HARLAN. I hope that will not be 
one. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


| state thatthis motion to postpone is debatable. 
: The motion to proceed to the consideration of 
another bill is not debatable. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not desire 
to debate it. I state to the Senate that I make 
this motion with a view of proceeding to the 
consideration of the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill. 

Mr. HARLAN. I hope the pending bill 
will not occupy more than twenty or thirty 
minutes, and then I shall have no objection, 
of course, and I suppose no other Senator will, 


i to proceeding with the appropriation bill." 


. Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will say to my 
honorable friend that I do not think he can 
expect to dispose of this bill intwenty or thirty 
minutes. ; 

Mr. HABLAN. It cannot take very much 
time, and if it is ever to be passed or disposed 
of in any way we had better do it to-day, I 
think, than to defer it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Maine has moved to postpone the present 
and all other orders for the purpose of proceed» 
ing to the consideration of the executive, en 

he 


Chair will take the sense of the Senate on the 


' first branch of the motion, which is to postpone 


the present and all other orders. 
The VICE PRESIDENT put the question, 


|| and declared that the noes appeared to have it. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I call for the 


| yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. As I shall vote against the 
postponement, I desire to assige in one word 
my reason. The Senate yesterday deliberatel 
commenced the consideration of the bill whic 
my friend from Iowa has in charge, and seemed 
at the time of adjournment as if they had 
nearly reached a conclusion. . Indeed it seemed 
It has 
now come over to-day; it is unfinished busi- 
ness; and I do think, out of justice to a meas- 
ure which has important present interest and 
in justice to my friend from Iowa, we ought to 
proceed with it to the end. 1 do not think it 
ought to be interfered with. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should like to 
know how this involves a question of injustice 
to the Smator from Iowa. do not under- 
stand tha» it is a matter personal to the Sen- 
ator from Iowa at all. But I desire to remind 
the Senator from Massachusetts that yesterday 
he pledged himself to this appropriation bill 
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| 


when that bill was not ap. I endeavored to 
bring this appropriation ill to the consider- 
ation of the Senate yesterday before the con- 
clusion of the regular order, the Calendar, and 
the Senator trom Massachusetts certainly, if I | 
am not greatly mistaken, pledged himself to 
the support of this bill to-day, and I was told 
that to-day there would be no objection to pro- 
ceeding with it. But I am not going to debate 
the question. f 

Mr. EDMUNDS. l think we ought to 
consider first the bill to enforce the fitteenth 
amendment, and second the appropriation bill. 
We can pass them both in two days, I think ; 
but the motion of the Senator from Maine 

sses by the fifteenth amendment bill as well 
as everything else. Now, in order to reach 
my object, I make a motion which will super- 
sede his; and that is, that the pending order be 
passed over, which will then enable us to move 
to take up the fifteenth amendment bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion, 
under the new rule, has priority, and it is not 
debatable. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I rise to make an inquiry, 
whether we are now acting under the order to 
proceed with the consideration of the Calen- 
dar, acting on those bills not objected to? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The operation 
of that order ended yesterday about half past 


three o’ clock. 
Mr. CRAGIN. I understood we went back | 


and took up this bill, it having been previously | 
| consideration of that bill 
ished business now. I did notreadily yield to | 


over, the objection being withdrawn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. No; it was taken 
up by unanimous consent. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The Senator misunderstands. 
The bill abolishing the franking privilege was 
up, and we simply gave way to let the Senator 
from Jowa his Indian bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. Epuuxps] has made a motion 
higher in its character than that of the Senator 
from Maine, which is to pass over the present 
bill. Under the new rule that motion will be 
decided without debate. 

The motion was not agreed to—ayes thirteen, 
noes not counted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs upon the motion of the Senator from 
Maine, [ Mr. Mogritx,] on which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered, to postpone the pres- 
ent and all prior orders. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yesterday, when the Sen- 
ate had nearly completed the Calendar, and 
when the Senator from Maine claimed, as by 
the precedents of the Senate the chairman of 
the Committee on Appropriations always has 
aright toclaim, the floor with a bill which had 
been reported for some time, there was a gen- 
eral understanding that to-day he should have 
the right to call up his Dill if he would waive 
it for the present and allow the Calendar to be 
gone through with. I think itis a matter of |: 
good faith toward the Senator from Maine, as || 
well as for the promotion of the public busi- | 
ness, that we should take up the appropriation ‘| 
bill now. ' 

Mr. RAMSEY. How about good faith to | 
others? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Weare talking about an |, 
adjournment; and here are the appropriation 
bills that must be passed before we can adjourn. 
I think it is a matter of fairness to the chair- | 
man of the Committee on Appropriations that || 

we should take up his bill now. : 

Mr. HARLAN. That of course was with 
the understanding that we should be able to ; 
complete the bill which was taken up on my ‘i 
motion before the adjournment yesterday even- | 
ing; but the Senate thought it advisable to | 
adjourn and complete the bill this morning. | 

All I desire is that the work shall be accom- | 

plished this morning that the Senate agreed | 

to finish yesterday evening. There are the 
same reasons for it this morning that there were 


nate, by unanimous consent, agreed to take | 
up the bill. The sense of the Senate has | 


' appropriation bill. 


not know a bill on the 


already been expressed, and I hope my bon- 


: orable friend from Maine will withdraw his 


motion. He has already seen that there were 


- only thirteen voting in favor of the motion of 


the honorable Senator fromVermont, and that, 


certainly, is a suflicientindication of the sense i 


of the Senate that this bill ought to be pro- 
ceeded with. 

Mr. SAWYER. - I thought there was unan- 
imous consent yesterday that this appropria- 
tion bill should come up to-day when the morn- 
ing hour expired. That was the general un- 


derstanding. There certainly was no objection - 


made when that proposition was suggested. 
The bill of the Senator from Iowa was allowed 
to come upin consequence of that understand- 


ing. 

Mr. HOWE. I never heard of this universal 
understanding until this morning. If it was 
universal I do not belong to the universe, be- 
cause I was no party to the understanding. 
The bill which stood at the head of the order 
of business yesterday was the bill which is 
especially interesting to the Senator from Min- 
nesota. I profess to take a little interest in 
that question myself. I urged upon the Senate 
the importance of proceeding with the consid- 
eration of that bill, and not postponing it for 
anything. But the Senator trom Iowa [Mr. 


: Harlan] made rather a fervid, almost a pas- 


sionate appeal to us, an appeal in the name 
of women and children—an appeal that I am 
never deaf to altogether—to proceed to the 
which is the unfin- 


that; but when his appeal was seconded by 
several other Senators about me I acquiesced, 
and supposing that to be a case of extreme 
emergency, by unanimous consent everything 
le was postponed and the Senate took up that 


Lik. 

Now, I think we had better finish the con- 
sideration of that bill. I had called for the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered on the 
question of postponing the bill for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. I want to say 


that if I can get an opportunity I shall want | 


the yeas and nays upon the question of post- 
poning that to any other bill that I know of on 
the Calendar, and especially to an appropria- 
tion bill, because if there is a billon the Cal- 
endar which it is less important to proceed 
with the consideration of now than that for 


the abolition of the franking privilege it is an . 
Everybody knows that we © 


shall not adjourn till we have provided for our 
own pay for the next session. 
knows that we never shall adjourn till we have 


disposed of all the appropriation bills. But I | 


` begin to have some little doubt myself—I have |! 


nothad any until within a day or two ; the coun- 


try has had doubt for a great while—whether 
i we should adjourn before we found time to | 


ass the bill the Senator from Minnesota has 
in charge. Until within a day J have not had 
a doubt. To-day I would not make an affidavit 
that we shall not adjourn without the passage 


! of that bill; but we shall not adjourn till all 


the appropriation bills pass. Therefore I do 


sooner postpone to the consideration of the 


` bill for the abolition of the franking privilege 
‘| than an appropriation bill. 


I think we had 
better go on with the consideration of the 
measure we now have before the Senate, and 


‘| when that is finished we can take the vote on 
| postponing the franking privilege bill. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. If my ears did not 
deceive me yesterday, when the Senator from 
Maine ceased to persist in his attempt to get 
his bill before the Senate, he stated distinctly 


that if it should be understood that he could | 
' have the privilege of taking it up this morning | 
he would cease urging it at that time. That | 
‘| was distinctly stated by the Senator, as I 
| understood. 

then, and after a discussion of some length the | 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It was. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Now, Mr. President, 
the Senator from Wisconsin may not belong 


Everybody | 


alendar that I should |. 


to the universe and yet he may belong to the 
pence body of the Senate. It was certainly 

istinctly understood here on this side of the 
Chamber that the Senator from Maine yielded 
urging taking up the appropriation bill yes- 
. terday with the understanding that he should 
i! have the privilege of taking it up this morning. 
: If that was the general understanding, although 
not universal, it is a great deal better to adhere 
to the general understanding of the Senate, to 
preserve an understanding inviolate, than to 
violate that understanding for any temporary 
purpose, however urgent. 

Mr. President, we have been told frequently 
in this Chamber that the country understands 
and the country urges. Why, Mr. President, 
this country is composed of some forty million 
people. How is it that to any one individual 
the understanding of the whole country can be 
imparted? How do we know what the under- 
standing of the country is? How do we know 
what the country demands? I submit, Mr. 
President, that good faith entitles the Senator 
from Maine to go on with his appropriation bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. [ think I ought 
to say one word about this understanding. It 
will be recollected by those who gave attention 
to the subject yesterday that I undertook to 
antagonize this appropriation bill against the 
rest of the Calendar, the Calendar not printed, 
, after that portion of the Calendar which was 
printed had been gone through with. I then 
supposed the rule had been exhausted, and 1 
endeavored to bring up this appropriation bill. 
Thereupon a discussion aroseasto going through 
with the cases on the Calendar, but which were 
not on the printed Calendar. I was then ap- 

aled to by the Senator from Nevada, [Mr. 

YE,] who said that we might all be accom- 
modated by allowing the Calendar to be dis- 
posed of yesterday, and to-day at one o'clock, 
by general consent, this bill should come up. 
That was stated very broadly. I replied to it 
that if that would satisfy the Senate, if the Sen- 
ate would consent that this bill should come up 
without contest, seeing a disposition on the part 
of the Senate to continue the Calendar, I would 
withdraw, and on that proposition I did with- 
draw. There was no dissent from any part of 
the Senate. 

Mr. RAMSEY.. I will ask the Senator from 
Maine whether at that time I did not protest, 
with numbers about me on this side of the 
Chamber? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to say 
one other thing in reference to.my honorable 
friend from Iowa as to his bill. His bill comes 
up in this way: he was not on the floor, and 
was not antagonizing my motion; after the 
Calendar had been gone through with under 
the order, and the order was exhausted, and 
the Chair so ruled, the Senator from Iowa 
took up his bill by the general judgment of 
the Senate, saying that it would only occupy 
a few minutes. ow, I submit in candor to 
| that honerable Senator whether he did not 
| take it up, whether he must not be regarded 
| ag having taken it up in subordination to the 
| general understanding tha: to-day I should be 

at liberty to go on with the appropriation bill? 
| Mr. HARLAN. The bill the honorable 
i| Senator refers to was a different bill. I antag- 
| 


| onized with hig bill in the first instance. the bill 
| for the sale of the Kaw Indian reservation. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Ido not have 
any reference at all to anything of that kind. 
{ only say that the understanding that I should 
have to-day originated on the question of pro- 
ceeding with the general Calendar yesterday. 
That is what I mean to say. But the honor- 
able Senator’s bill, after the general Calendar 
had been gone through with, came up, and of 
course it came up subject to the general under- 
i| Standing. 
| Now, one word more and I have done. If 
| the Senate proceed now to take up this appro- 
| priation bill and pass it, when it is through the 
4 bil of which the honorable Senator has charge 
‘| will be in order, and it can be finished. 
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Mr. HARLAN. It will not, as I understand 
the rules of the Senate. It has now priority; 
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Mr. CONKLING. The form of that report 
apprises nobody of the result of the conference. 


but when once postponed it will be no longer || I ask the honorable Senator from Vermont to 


the untinished business. I wish to make one 


let us know a little about what we are to vote | 


further observation: this appropriation bill is | 


for the current expenses of the fiscal year be- 
ginning on the Ist of July next. All the money 
needed to run the Government up to the Ist 
of July is provided tor. ‘There is, therefore, 
no urgent necessity for passing that bill to-day 
or to-morrow. If passed at any time between 
this and the Ist of next July it will be in 
ample time for all the wants of the Govern- 
ment, for not one dollar of the money can be 
used previous to that time. The deficiency 
bills have already been passed. This, then, is 
to provide money tor running the Govern- 
ment during the next fiscal year. It comes in 
antagonism this morning with the uufinished 
business, which is a bill to dispose of Indians 
who are occupying nearly one filth of the whole 
territory of Kansas, in which organized coun- 
ties exist, some three or four counties that are 
now represented in the Legislature of that State. 
These indians, not civilized Christian Indians, 
but savages, blanket Indians—Indians that live 
by tbe chase and by war—are mixed up with 
those white people. The President has been 
compelled to send troops there for the purpose 
of preserving the peace and preventing blood- 
shed. Now, I inquire again, as I did yester- 
day evening, wil! the Senate pass this exigency 
over aad take the hazard of their want of action 
in the premises? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The motion is 
to postpone the present and all prior orders, 
and the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Boreman, Cas- 
serly, Cole, Conkling, Cragin, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hamlin, Harns, Johnston, Kello Lewis, 
McCreery, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
Morton. Robertson, Saulsbary, Sawyer. Spencer, 
Stewart, Stockton, I hayer, Vickers, and Warner—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckingham, Carpenter, Chand- 
ler, Corbett, Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, 
Fowler, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Howe, Howell, 
McDonald, Osborn, Pomeroy, Poot, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Kice, Hoss, Sohurs, Scott, Sumner, Tipton, Tram- 
bull, Wilson, and Yates—28, . 

ABSENT— Mesre. Abbott, Ames, Brownlow, 
Cameron, Catte!!, Davis, Fenton, Gilbert, Howard, 
Norton, Nye, Patterson, Revels, Sherman, Sprague, 
Thurman, Willey, and Williams—i8. 

So the motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, 
was not agreed to. 

MARKET-HOUSE COMPANY. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I ask the Sen- 
ator from Iowa to give way to enable me to 
make a report from a committee of conference. 

Mr. HARLAN. Certainly. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, submitted the 
following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the 


Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1084) relating to the | 


Wasbington Market Company having met, after 
full and free conference have agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend to their respective Houses, as 
ollows: 

That this Senate recede from the amendment num- 


er 
That the House récede from their disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate numbered as follows: 
1, 2, 3. 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, and 12, and agree to the same. 
That the H 
the fifth amendment, and agree to the same with an 
amendment to insert in lieu of the words * National 
Hotel” the words “ Department of the Interior,” 
and the Senate agree to the same. 


Flanagan, . 


upon. 

Par, MORRILL, of Vermont. I will state 
that essentially all the amendments of the Sen- 
ate are agreed to. The eleventh amendment 
was in relation to the $25,000 fund, which bythe . 
House bill was to be entirely appropriated for | 
the support of paupers. This was amended by | 
the Senate, so that it might be in part appro- 
priated for the establishment and maintenance 
of schools. ‘The House committee of confer- 
ence refuse to agree to that, and the Senate 
yield. 

‘Then, in relation to the place where the sub- 
scriptions are to be taken, the Senate had in- 
serted, instead of the office of the company, the 
National Hotel. That is by this report changed 
to the Department of the Interior. 

By the seventh amendment we have changed 
the appointment of the treasurer, who, under 
the bill, was to bea director of the company, 
so that they may appoint any other person as 
treasurer. 

The last recommendation is merely in rela- 
tion to the height of the stallsin the clear; that 
they shall be not less than twenty feet in height. 

Mr. CONKLING. What is to be the occu- 
pation of the building, except for stalls? 

Mr. MORRILL, ot Vermont. ‘That is not 
specified in the bill. It will be whatever the 
corporators shall seg fit. 

The report was concurred in. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Luoyp, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they 
were thereupon jae by the Vice President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 486) to extend the time 
for the completion of the military road from 
Fort Wilkins, at Copper Harbor, in the State 
of Michigan, to Fort Howard, at Green Bay, 


‘in the State of Wisconsin ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 858) for the relief of 
Charles C. McCreary ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 983) to amend an act 
entitled ‘* An act to enforce mechahics’ liens 
on buildings in the District of Columbia ;”’ 

A bill (H. R. No. 10253) to amend an act ' 
entitled ‘f An act to establish in the District 
of Columbia a house of correction for boys,” 
approved July 25, 1866 ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1837) granting a pension 
to Thomas Clair; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1594) to amend an act 
entitled “An act to incorporate the I"reed- 


; men’s Savings and Trust Company,” approved 
i March 3, 186 


5: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1595) to amend an act 
entitled “ An act providing for the taking of 
the seventh and subsequent censuses of the 
United Statesp and to fix the number of the 
members of the House of Representatives, and 
to provide for their future apportionment among 
the several States,” approved May 23, 1850; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1766) in relation to the — 


. Iowa river, in the State of Iowa; 


That the House recede from their disagreement to ` 
the seventh amendment of the Senate and agree to ` 
the same with an amendment, as follows: in section | 


three, lines twenty-three and twenty-four, strike 


out the words '' another of their number to be” and | 


insert 
same. 


“appoint a,” and the Senate agree to the 


And the committee of conference farther recom- ` 


mend an amendment to the paragraph commencing ` and . 


with the words “ B wing,” page 18, line two, by in- 
serting after the words “ market stalls” the words 
not ‘ess than twenty feet high.” 


JUSTIN S. MORRILL, 
HAM 


H. ; 
JOHN P. STOCKTON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
ADOLPHUS H. TANNER, 
JOHN A. LOGAN, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


i 
i 
i 
5 


| 


ouse recede from their disagreement to | 


A bill (H. R. No. 1892) making appropri- 
ation to satisfy a judgment obtained against . 


: Grenville M. Dodge, late an officer of the 
: United States, and others, for acts done by 


them in the line of their duty; 
A joint resolation (H. R. No. 181) grant- 
ing an American register to the British-built 


schooner W. D. B.; 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 208) for the | 


relief of Roswell M. Shurtleff, of New York ; 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 222) granting 
condemned guns for soldiers’ monuments at 


Fairmount cemetery, Newark, New Jersey. | 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. | 

A meag. from the President of the United ` 
States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Secretary, | 
announced that the President had this day ap- | 


May 5, 


proved and signed the following bills and joint 
resolutions: 

A bill (S. No. 98) legalizing certain locations 
of agricultural college scrip therein designated ; 

A bill (S. No. 488) to authorize the officers 
-of the Treasury Department to enter a credit 
upon the account of Henry Etting, paymaster 
in the Navy ; 

A bill (S. No. 527) for the relief of William 
F. Scott, late adjutant fourth Iowa cavalry 
volunteers; 

A bill (S. No. 579) to create additional land 


| districts in the Territory of Dakota, to be called 


' the Springfield and Pembina districts ; 

A bill (S. No. 68!) to change the time for 
holding the circuit and district courts of the 
United States for the districtof Wisconsin ; 

A bill (S. No. 746) authorizing tho First 
National Bank of Delhi, New York, to change 
its location ; 

A joint resolution (S. It. No. 78) relative to 
the establishment of a light-station on the 
Choptank river, in Marylund ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 84) authoriz- 
ing the President to strike from the rolls of the 
Army the names of certain oflicers ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 128) authoriz- 
ing the issue of clothing to certain enlisted 
men of the fourteenth regiment of infantry ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 159) authoriz- 
ing the Postmaster General to prescribe an 
earlier time for the execution of contracts by 
accepted bidders, and for other purposes ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 141) to pro- 


vide for survey and estimates of cost of remov- 


ing obstructions from Bayou Teche, in the 
State of Louisiana; and 
A joint resolution (S. R. No. 169) for the 
transfer of an unexpended balance of appro- 
priation to the book fund of the Library of 
Congress. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. Liovp, its Chief Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bills, 
in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1956) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register 

! to the schooner Cavallo Marino; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1899) for the relief of 
Captain David Beatty’s company of independ- 
ent scouts. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed the bill (S. No. 369) to establish 
an additional land district in the State of Kan- 
sas, with an amendment, in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the 
House had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate to the following bills : 

A bill (H. R. No. 902) limiting the appoint- 
ment of certain officers in the Treasury De- 
partment ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 40) to confirm the title 
of William M. Garvey to a certain tract of 
land; and 
Š APT (H. R. No. 891) for the relief of Charles 

. Dole. 

Mr. HARLAN and Mr. MORTON submitted 
amendments intended to be proposed to the 
bili (H. R. No. 974) making appropriations 
for the legislative, executive, and judicial ex- 
penses of the Government for the year ending 
30th June, 1871; which were referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

OSAGE INDIAN LANDS. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
, Whole, the consideration of the bill (S. No. 
529) to provide for the sale of the Great and 
. Little Osage Indian reservation, in the State of 
Kansas, and for the settlement of said Indians 
‘in the Indian territory, the pending question 


' being on the amendment proposed yesterday 
| by Mr. Ross. 

| “Mr. ROSS. Mr. President, it is now two 
| years that this proposition has been pending 
| before the Senate. During that time a degree 
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of prejadice has been excited against it which 
was probably never before created against a 
mately local measure. It is not necessary to 
inquire into the motives which instigated the 
crusade that has been waged, but it is sufficient 
at this time to state that that criticism and 
prejudice are the result of an entire misappre- 
hension of the facts in relation to it, and I 
shall ask the indulgence of the Senate for a 
few moments to state as briefly and succinctly 
as I may what those facts are. 


| 


In the first place, this amendment proposes | 


to authorize certain railroad corporations in 
the State of Kansas to purchase, ostensibly, 
eight million acres of Indian lands in that 
State at twenty cents per acre, but in reality 
about seven million acres at about twenty-five 
cents, as five hundred thousand acres are re- 
served for school purposes, and about as much 
more for the benefit and occupancy of the 
Indians, in addition to the expenses of ap- 
praisement, survey, &c., which have to be paid 
by the purchaser. . 

The corporations proposing to purchase are 
six in number, are all living organizations, 
chartered under the laws of the State, three 
of them now under rapid process of construc- 
tion, and aggregating altogether seven hundred 
and fifty miles of railroad within the State. 
With this endowment these seven hundred and 
fifty miles of railroad will all be completed 
probably within two, and certainly within three 
years from the passage of thisact. The amend- 
ment is intended to be so framed as to secure 
the construction of every mile of these respect- 
ive roads, and not an acre passes into their 
hands until completion. 

On these lands there are less than four thou- 
sand Indians. ‘They insist that they have long 
since sold their lands, and all they now want 
is their money. I know it has been asserted 
that they are dissatisfied with the sale, and ask 
that it be not ratified ; bat I also know from 
the official records of the Interior Department, 
and from personal intercourse with many of 
them, that it is not trae. 

A most unreasonable and exaggerated idea 
exists in regard to the value of these lands. 
Jt is true that this tract comprises as beautiful 
and fertile lands as can be found anywhere in 
the West; but it is also true that this consti- 
tates but a limited portion of the whole, while 
the great bulk of the reservation is of an infe- 
rior quality. If there is such a place as the 
great American desert, it is in the southwest- 
ern part of Kansas and the northwestern part 
of the Indian territory. Vast portions of it 
are nothing but dry, barren, sandy plains, 
utterly destitute of both water and fuel, the 
land alkaline and the water brackish. This I 
know to be its character, for I have seen it. I 
am confident, too, thet there is not a capitalist 
in the country who would pay this price for it, 


struct internal improvements to or through it, 
which would bring it within the reach of civil- 


| poorest part of the reservation and none of the 
| best, is to be appraised by Government ap- 
praisers, and the maximum of that is fixed 


ronds. After appraisement the lands areopen 
to all to settle npon and purchase at the ap- 
praised value as freely as upon any part of the 
public lands. 

Another noticeable feature, and one which 
ought to commend the bill to those who profess 
a desire to aid the construction of railroads, 
but fear the effect of investing titles to large 
tracts of lands in corporations, is that these 
roads do not get title to an acre of land until 


they are completed. During all the time em- . 


ployed in their construction the lands are open 
to preémption and settlement, the same as pub- 
lic lands. Following up and even preceding 
the construction of the roads, as settlements 
inevitably will, there will at that time be but 


little if any valuable lands left, nothing but the ` 


sterilo sand banks, to fall into the hands of the 
corporationg, and even these they must dispose 
of within re 4 years of the completion of their 
roads, or forfeit them, to 
of the Indians. 


4 


be sold for the benefit : 


Great stress has been laid by the opponents ` 


of this scheme upon the assumed impropriety 
of selling great tracts of land to corporations. 
It is claimed that they should be reserved for 
‘ future generations of the landless poor. The 
meaning of that, in brief, is that they should 
be reserved for haunts for the buffalo and the 
savage; that they should be preserved as lurk- 
ing places from which a vengeful foe to civil- 
ization can spring upon the defenseless settle- 
ments of the pioneer, burn his cabin, drive off 
his stock, murder him, and take captive his 
women and children. That is what it amounts 
to, and nothing else. Of what use will they 
be to the coming generations of landless poor, 
or to anybody else, with such incumbrances as 
that? How else are you going to bring these 
great interior plains within the bounds of civ- 
ilization and development but by the influence 
of internal improvements? And howelse are 
you going to secure those internal improve- 
ments but by offering reasonable inducements 
to capitalists to invest their money in the con- 
structionof those improvements? What dif- 
ference does it make to the Government what 


becomes of these lands so long asthe rights of | 


its wards and its citizens are protected? It 
does, however, make this difference: the adop- 


ten years, create $1,000,000,000 of wealth 
where now is nothing buta barren sand-bank— | 
$1,000,000,000 of wealth, more than would be , 
evolved in forty years without these roads. 

In communities of comparatively recent 
origin, like those of the West, with but little 
money, but an abundance of land, we have no 


. means within our reach so effective for the ; 
unless he had the means and intended to con- - 


ization and of markets; for only in this way - 


could be ever expect a return of his invest- | 


ment. 


ance of land for homes in severalty, wherever ` 


they choose to take it within the reservation, 


where the money they receive for the surplus | 


may be applied with some hope of success for 
their civilization and improvement, and the 
Government relieved from the annual appro- 


Priations which we now have to make for their 
Care, 


There are some twenty or thirty thousand ; 
They have | 


white settlers now on the lards. 
gone there generally with the consent of the 
Indians, in most cases paying them an annuity 
for the use of their lands until their sale could 
be ratified by Congress. These people have 
of course taken up all the best of the lands, 
and by this amendment they are guarantied 
the right to purchase their homes at the min- 
imum price of public lands. The balance, not 
settled on at this date, and comprising all the 


construction of railroads, and consequently in | 
stimulating development and,promoting the | 
general prosperity as the appropriation of 
lands. As appears upon the face of the prop- 


up sources of production which do not now 
exist and which can never be developed but 
by the construction of railroads. 
hardship to the settler, but directly the reverse, 


within a reasonable time he will be furnished 


of his land, with the additional advantage of | 


; homestead whenever he desires to sell it. 

\ in nine cases out of ten of inquiries at the local | 
|: land offices and elsewhere for eligible locations — 
| upon the public lands almost the first question ; 
|, of projected lines of railroad. It is also proven | 
|! by the experience of every land-endowed rail- 
il road company inthe West. Not less than seven 


osition, it takes nothing from the Government, . 
_ but actually adds to its resources, by opening |: 
The Indians are provided with a liberal allow- | 


It works no : 


with a remunerative market at his door for ` 
` every pound of vegetable and animal product . 


the certain advance, far beyond its cost, of his | 


| 


: roads. 
because in paying the increased price required | 
for his home he buys with a certainty that | 


| 
|! an 
So apparent and well understood is this that ' 


| 


hundred thousand acres of railroad lands in my 
own State have been sold to immigrants within 


i n „tha || the last three years, in many cases at enhanced 
according to quality and contiguity to the | 


prices, simply because they were within reach 
of these improved means of communication. 
The immigrant prefers these rather than go 
out upon the publicdomain, away from schools, 
churches, and society, where lands could be 
had at one quarter or one tenth the price. He 
. has been content to pay more if necessary and 
_ own correspondingly less land, and remain 
. where he can send his children to school, enjoy 
' the benefits of society, and, above all, have a 
market at his door for all he has to sell. 

This one substantial fact is worth more than 
all the theorizing of the opponents of land sub- 
_ sidies to railroads, and demonstrates ina most 
' practical and convincing manner the wisdom 

and beneficence of the system which our (rov- 
' ernment has adopted. To the State, also, this 
system of appropriating lands is a great gain, 
because the construction of every mile of road 
within its borders increases directly to the 
amount of its cost the aggregate of its taxable 
property, which is also still further increased 
in an endless ratio by the additional attraction 
to immigration and consequent increased pro- 
duction; so that, instead of any being losers, 
all are gainers. 

The time was when we might look for prosper- 
ity and development in the distant and isolated 
: regions of the interior, when the stage-coach 


| and the flat-boat subserved the wants of com- 


merce and furnished ample means of trade and 
communication. But that time has goue by, 
and cities cannot now be successfully built or 
farms profitably cultivated away from the great 
arteries of commerce and of thought afforded 
by the railroad and the telegraph. 

Perhaps as signal an instance as any to be 
found of the beneficent influence of the land- 
grant system, long since wisely adopted by the 
Government, is in the State of Kansas. We 
have in that State completed and projected, with 
a certainty of completion, some three thousand 
miles of railway, nearly all of which is aided 
` and all of which is largely stimulated by grants 

of land. One thousand miles of these roads 
are now in operation, costing an aggregate of 
$20,000,000 for construction and many millions 
i‘ more for stocking. 
Contrary to the received idea of that country, 
: capitalists and railroad builders found there a 


., region which needed only the developing power 
tion of this amendment will, within the next | 


of the railroad to make it what it has since 
| proven to be, the most productive spot on the 
continent for grains and fruits and vegetables. 
The result has been that where sixteen years 
ago, there was not a white man living, or ten 
years ago, at the admission of that State into 
the Union, when there were but one hundred 
and seven thousand white people, we have 
to-day six hundred thousand people, and a 
population increasing at the rate of two thou- 
sandaday. During the last year our contri- 


i| butions to the support of the Government have 


increased three hundred per cent.; and that 
contribution is rapidly increasing from month 
to month. It is a remarkable fact, too, that 
this great increase both of people and of 
wealth is confined to the localities which are 
or are certain soon to be penetrated by rail- 
At least two thirds of this vast influx 
are seeking homes on lands comprised within 
the railroad withdrawals. They appreciate 
: the importance and value of the proximity of 
railroads; and while they can go anywhere 
upon the public lands, and take a homestead 
for the asking, they prefer to pay the prices 
they do and remain within the limits of trade 
civilization. 
It will not be denied that no way has yet 
been devised so promotive of the settlement 
and improvement of the West as the reason- 


| asked ia whether they will be within the reach | pe LE alas na Pear ee 


of railroads. It is notalone the lands that are 
; traversed that are benefited; but the initial and 
| terminal points also, far removed from them, 


are made important centers of trade and trans- 
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portation ; and their citizens, together with the the confidence which was felt even at that earl 


people on the otherwise worthless lands of the | 
interior, are made rich and prosperous. New 
York and Boston, as well as San Francisco | 
and Portland, are thus directly benefited by the ` 
construction of these interior liues. 

‘The value of every man’s farm on either side 
of a railroad is at once immensely enhanced, 
Immigration is attracted, and all lands open to 
settlement in the vicinity are rapidly taken up. 
The increased means of transportation prac- 
tically bring the consumer of the Mast to the 
door of the producer in the West. Schools and 
churches are established and maintained where, 
before the advent of the railroad, settlements 
were too sparse and poor to admit of these 
peculiar indices of prosperity and progress. 
Society is increased, strengthened, and im- 
proved, and the political importance of the 
State is augmented by every vote that is se- 
cured by the added facilities for business and 
tor comtortable living afforded by railroads. 

It is in this way that the railroads give the 
lands to the Government instead of the Gov- 
ernment giving them to the railroads, by giving 
them value and making thew attractive to 
immigration and productive of wealth and rev- 
enue. The disposition of the public domain is 
largely a question of dollars and ceuts to the 
country—a question as to how much shall be 
realized out of them. As a source of cash 
revenue it has long since been conceded that 
nothing is or can be realized directly from their 
sale by the Government; that the $1 25 per 
acre received for them as an item of revenue 
is so insignificant as to be unworthy of con- 
sideration; that the return to be anticipated 
irom their sale is in their development and the 
production from them of taxable property, and 
not in the price per acre received for them. 

The great bulk of the public lands are hun- 
dreds of miles from railroad communication, 
and consequently that distance from market. 
Suppose the settler goes out and takes up a 
homestead, getting his land for comparatively 
nothing, it is inevitable that in the absence of 
liberal grants of lands he must remain there 
many years before railroad communication will 
be much nearer to him than now. In the 
mean time he is fortunate and sneceeds in 
raising abundant crops of grain and vegetables 
and stock. His neighbors are, like himself, 
producers and not consumers. The country is 
sparsely settled, because there are no unusual 
facilities for transportation and trade, and 
nothing, in the absence of railroads, to con- 
centrate settlements and build uptowns. His 
produce is a drug in his own neighborhood and 
region of country beeause of the absence of 
towns, and consequently of consumers. When 
his crops mature and the marketing season of . 
the year comes round he has therefore to load 
them into his wagon and carry them these hun- 
dreds of miles before he can sell them at 
anything like the ruling rates of the markets. 
It takes him a week or more to reach that 
market, and nearly as long to return. Who 
cannot see that the necessary outlay of teams, 
of money, and of time, and especially of the 
latter, if properly valued, would leave the 
farmer a very small dividend, or rather none 
at all, at the end of the round trip? He would 
return ereditor to his farm if not in debt to his 
grocer. How many men would go ont upon 
the public Jands in this age of railroad develop- 
ment with the prospect before them of an in- 
definite continuance of this state of things? It 
cannot be said that the rapid development of 
the West disproves this theory, for not one in 
ten of the immigrants to the West have gone | 
there but in the confident expectation of in a 
few years enjoying all the benefits of near rail- 


road communication and the advantages of a | 


cloge market, | 

As a single illustration of this fact, scarcely | 
were the settlements organized in the valley of | 
the Kansas river before the agitation of the | 
proposition to make that the route of the Pa- ; 
cific railroad was commenced, and it was largely | 


1 
i 
1 
t 
t 


day that the project would ultimately succee 

that attracted and retained the two hundred 
thousand people now in that valley. This is 
my observation and experience; and the same 
considerations will apply with equal force to 


all parts of the West, proving that it is abso- |, l 
_ making it habitable and attractive, thus adding 


lutely cheaper and better for the frontiersman 


to pay the enbanced value given to his lands |, 


by the presence of railroads than to take them 
for nothing and remain long distances from 
communication and markets. 

Settlers do not go upon lands to which there 
is in their judgment no probability of the ex- 
tension of railways. There are now open to 
settlement in the West, under the homestead 
law, millions of acres of the finest lands that 
lie under the sun, which the Government is 
begging the poor of the country to take asa 
gift, across which a stream of emigration is 

aily pouring, seeking more distant and no 

better lands, simply for the purpose of getting 
within reach of railroads, or rather of secur- 
ing locations where railroads wilt be sure to 
come at no very remote day. 

It must be clear to every one that out upon 
the great plains of the West, far removed from 
market, devoid of water communication, and 
scant of fuel, the progress of settlement must 
be exceedingly slow unless there be a reason- 
able expectation of a remedy for these dis- 
abilities, by a timely provision of better means ` 
of transportation than they now have. That 
remedy consists in the construction of railroads. 
Suppose we cause by the appropriation of lands 
the construction of roads across and through 
these plains. Woe cause at the same time the 
building of innumerable towns and cities, and 
a concentration of business and capital. Every 
settler upon them will be brought within an 
easy day’s drive of a station and a market. 
He saves his weeks of time in getting to and 
from a market. He avoids the necessity of 
large investments in teams, and more than all 
he receives at his door for his load of produce 


: @ price approximating if not equal to that of 
: the East, 


Who does not see that that region, in large 


į part now barren and desolate, becomes at once 
a desirable country to live in? Under this | 
stimulus hundreds of thousands of the people ` 


of the Kast are silently wending their way to it 
to possess and enjoy their share of the benefits 
to be derived from this appropriation of the 
public lands. 
increase of production and accumulation of 
property add directly to the volume of national 
wealth and the enlargement of the sources of 
national revenue? And whodoes not see, too, 
that this development in Kansas directly tends 
to reduce taxation in Massachusetts as well? 
So that in this way, and this only, can these ; 
lands be made productive of good to all the | 
people, and not to corporations and localities | 


- merely. The corporations purchasing these 
‘lands propose to enhance their value by im- 


` guaranty that improvement. 
' expend many millions of money upon them . 


proving them; and theterms of the sale rigidly 
They propose to 


‘in this improvement, and having made that 
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immense outlay in redeeming what will other- 


deny them an adequate, even a munificent, re- | 
turn upon their investment? 


Who does not see, too, that this _ 


inviting to the farmer, the artisan, and the 
merchant, by the construction of these artificial 
meansof communicationand trade. Muchof 
it is literally a barren waste of sand, and utterly 
valueless, es as it may be brought into 
proximity to valuable internal improvements, 

Tf these corporations expend their money in 


millions upon millions to the wealth of the 
country, where is the justice of estopping them 
from the sale of the lands whose value they 
have thus enhanced, at prices at least approx- 
imating a fair return? And where is the wrong 
to anybody—the Indian, the settler, or the 
Government? Capital is hesitant about engag- 
ing actively in those improvements until this, 
our almost only resource, can be safely pledged. 
It is useless to aver that railroads will be built 
as fast as the country needs them without this 
encouragement, that we now have already pro- 
jected all the railroads we need, and that these 
are sure to be built whether they have the aid 
of these lands or not. That is all true; but the 
young men of to-day do not want to wait until 
they are gray-haired before they can enjoy the 
commercial advantages which these roads will ` 
give them. Their fathers before them tried 
that and found it a poor investment of time. 
Each generation lives essentially for itself, and 
it is the duty of each for itself and for its own 
good to seek the highest possible stage of 
development, and not leave for the next what 
can and should be done within and for itself. 
We want and the country needs these railroads 
now, and we can have them and wrong nobody, 
but rather benefit everybody, by the plan I pro- 
ose. 
p We have been admonished, in the course of 
the debates on this subject, that we are but 
hastening a conflict between railroad corpor- 
ations and the people; that the time is coming, 
to quote the words of gentlemen, ‘‘ when these 
corporations will be our masters.’ Let me 
admonish gentlemen, in turn, that there are 
better ways of averting that danger, if any such 
exist, than by stopping the construction of rail- 


< ways; better ways of averting the evil, if there 


` be grounds for its apprehension, than by per- 
mitting our vast interior to remain the undis- 


tarbed haunt of thieving savages instead of 
planting upon it the flag of civilization and pro- 
gress. When that danger comes, if it ever 


` does, I have no fear that there will not be vir- 


tue and independence in the people sufficient 
to devise effective means for the correction of 
the evil. This generation wants the roads, and 
the next will be quite as competent to take care 
of itself as we ourselves have been to take care 
of this. It is folly to deny ourselves a sub- 
stantial good for fear our children may not 
know how to use’and control it. 

Mr. President, it is objected to the appro- 
priation of lands to railroads that it creates 
great landed monopolies of the corporations 
receiving them; that they tie up and withdraw 
from settlement the lands of the nation, which 
should be held open for the benefit and oceu- 
pation of those who are to come after us. It 
is usually true of those who make this criti- 


; cism that they are great admirers, and justly, 


|, too, I think, of the beneficent pubiic-land sys- 
wise remain a barren waste until long after this | 
. generation shall have passed away, who would | 


Suppose a corporation of individuals pur- 7 


chase a swamp in the vicinity of this city, and | 


expend large sumsof money in filling it upand | 
making it habitable for the purposes of produc- |; 


tion and trade, would it be right to say that | 


| those who have thus expended their means in | 


enhancing the value of their property and in- ' 
creasing the wealth of the community should | 
receive no adequate return upon their invest- | 
ment of time and money? This igs a parallel : 
ease. Here is a region of country far removed | 


from civilization, effectually sealed up against | 


tem which has so long been followed by the 
Government. Now, what has been the prac- 
tical working of that system? In the weat-. 
ern States many million acres of the public 
lands have been purchased and obtained even 
by preémption, in large tracts, by a few indi- 
viduals, and held without any improvement 
whatever for purely speculative purposes, the 
holders waiting for the settlement and develop- 
ment of contiguous lands to enhance the value 
of theirown. Here isa monopoly as great as 
that of which gentlemen complain on the part 
of railroad corporations, and far worse in its 
effects, because these contribute nothing to the 
improvement of their own or their neighbors 
lands, while the railroad contributes largely to 


settlement and development in the absence of |; both. Yet do we hear any outcry against this 
railroads, and can only be made habitable and |! absorption of the public lands in the hands of 
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-improving speculators? Not at all. That 
Sai erved tor those who spend their money 


by the million in giving value to their own and — 


their neighbors’ property. 

There is another source of land monopoly, 
ander the guise of a benevolent gratitude, 
which has been largely practiced in this coun- 
try. We are told, in the reports of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, that 
seventy-five million acres of the public lands 
have been appropriated to the satisfaction of 
soldiers’ land warrants. Seventy-one million 
acres of those warrants have been laid upon 
the public lands. By whom were they laid? 
The Commissioner tells us that not one in five 
hundred of those acres has been entered by 
the soldiers to whom the warrants were issued. 


It will be remembered that immediately at ' 


the close of the Mexican war these warrants, 


or the right to draw them, were sold at New - 
Orleans, by the soldiers returning from Mex- . 


ico, by the thousand, et from sixteen to twenty- 
five dollars each. Speculators swarmed in 
that city to gather up these warrants, after- 
ward to lay them upon immense tracts of the 
public lands and hold them for speculation 
against those seeking homes upon the public 
domain. A few years ago an act of Congress 
authorized the issuance of ten million acres of 
college scrip, to be also passed into the hands 


of speculators, as it largely has, and at almost . 


nominal rates. 

Congress has appropriated up to this time 
fifty-eight million acres of land to aid in the 
construction of railroads to the fourteen States 
of Ilinois, Iowa, Michigan, Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota, Missouri, Kansas, California, Oregon, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
and Florida. These grants have secured the 
construction (and it could not have been se- 
cared otherwise) of seventeen thousand miles 
of railroad in those States, exclusive of the two 
thousand five hundred miles of Pacific railway, 
and created directly by their influence many 
thousand millions of publicand private wealth. 
Yet in contrast to this fifty-eight million acres 
so appropriated, with such incomparable re- 
sults, we have, bythe Commissioner’s report, 
eighty million acres given away in the form of 
soldiers’ bounty and college scrip, and thrown 


almost wholly into the pockets, not of soul- | 


less corporations, as they are sometimes de- 
risively termed, who expend many times the 
original value of the lands in making them 


habitable and valuable, but into the pockets | 


of the land speculator to encourage and build 
up that most disastrous of all monopolies to 
the West, the private land monopoly. If we 


are to have any monopoly in lands, I certainly | 


prefer that one which develops and enriches 
the country to that one which degrades and 
impoverishes it. 

ut I do not concede that the granting of 


lands for building railroads in any real sense | 
Railroads cannot exist | 
where there is no production, and there can be |. 


creates monopoly. 
no production where there are not communities 
of enterprising and industrious people. It is 
therefore imperative that they should sell thei? 


settlement and production. 


in the West. 


Mr. STEWART. I cannot allow this occa- | 


sion to pass without returning my thanks to 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. Ross] for hav- 


ing thrown more light on this subject than has | 


been thrown by all the speeches heretofore 
made at this whole session on the subject of 
the real merits of the question of disposing of 
the public lands for the benefit of railroads. 
e shows that he is familiar with “the subject 
on which he talks. He did not get his inform- 
ation from resolutions of meetings convened 
Or some other purpose, and, not knowing 
what they were talking about, railing generally 
against monopolies. He understands the fact, 
and a little reflection will lead the Senate and 
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| the cowntry to understand the fact, that civil- 
, ized man from the earliest periods of history 
has been confined to the borders of the rivers 
and oceans and navigable waters. There has 
been no attempt to settle the interior of any 


attempt made by our own people. 

If you examine the map of Asia you will 
find that the thickly-settled portions are all 
along the ocean and the borders of the great 
rivers. There are no railroads there. With 
all the teeming population of Asia they have 
been unable to leave the borders of the water- 
courses. It isso with Africa. OF course we 
know but very little of that continent and how 
it is inhabited. The interior of the American 

_ continent has been a sealed book until within 
a few years past. Europe has running all 
through it water-courses upon which there is 
navigation, and consequently it was more gen- 
erally settled. If you will look at the map of 
the world you will find that civilized man, 
from the earliest period down, has confined 
his operations near to water-courses, where 
there was navigation, until the invention of 
steam and railroads. Prior to that time there 
had been no attempt to utilize the interior of 
any continent. Ours was the first attempt. 
Russia is attempting it now. She is building 
railroads to the East and attempting to utilize 
and civilize the interior of Asia. But it was 
never before attempted. It is only by means 
of railroads that it can be done. 


We are attempting it on our continent, and , 


the railroads are pressing onward. And yet we 
have speeches here day after day saying if you 
give a railroad company the alternate sections 


of land to make an artificial means of com- . 


munication to take settlement into the interior 
you are taking away homes from the settlers. 
The only way in which settlers can get homes 
one hundred miles west of the Mississippi river 
and the Missouri river, and those other navi- 
gable rivers—and probably fifty miles would 
be as far as they could go otherwise—is by 


| 
| 
| 


It is too complicated. If we are to do nothing 
with regard to railroads in this bill, if we are 


| not to make provision for them, I suggest to 
‘| both the Senators from 


Kansas, who are espe- 


t to ; ‘| cially interested in this matter, that it would 
continent by civilized man previous to the | 


be better to have a simple bill transferring the 


© Indians and providing homes for them, and let 


these lands be disposed of under the preémp- 
tion laws of the United States. You can then 


_make your land grants in alternate sections 


| 


means of railroads, and there is no other con- , 


ceivable way of making those railroads but by 
land grants. Congress is not going to appro- 
priate money directly to railroads; and every- 
body knows that runninga railroad where there 
is no traffic and no people cannot pay. How 
are you going to get railroads into that coun- 
try without continuing this system ? 


strated by facts and figures how you can dis- 

ose of your public lands and how you can get 
hommes for the settlers ; and he has also pointed 
out by facts and figures the great mistake this 


and double the price of the remaining lands. 
There are eight million acres of land in this 
tract. By means of these railroads you will 
get some five orsix millions. You can determ- 
ine in the bill the amount given to the Indians 
and made a simple proposition of it. 

It seems to me there is too much negotiation 
in the bill as it stands. If you pass this bili 
you complicate the system, and have different. 
systems of disposing of the public lands. [ 
think this whole subject should go to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands so far as the disposing 
of the lands is concerned, and let the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs provide for taking care 
of the Indians. But the disposition of the landse 
should be considered by the Committee on 
Public Lands, so that there may be no com- 
plication in their mode of disposition. 

I am satisfied that this bill ought to be re- 
referred and farther considered. | am in favor 
of the passage of the bill at a very early day; 
but it seems to me that we have here a very 
complicated proposition. If it is to be passed 
there are several things in it to which I shall 
desire to call the attention of the Senate. I do 
not believe that we shall be able to get througn 
with the bill to-day. Ithink it had better be 
considered again incommittee. I understand 
from the Senator from Kansas [Mr. Ross] that 
the: Legislature of Kansas have unanimously 
resolved in favor of a proposition of the kind 
submitted by him. That proposition brings just 
as much to the Treasury of the United States, 
jast as much to the Indians, and much more 


: to the settlers. I think it is a great deal better 


roposition than the original bill, and I should 
ie to see the bill re-referred to some commit- 
tee and have this proposition considered in 
connection with the bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will not occupy the 
time of the Senate. I will say, however, that 
I have listened with great interest to the re- 


: marks of my colleague, and I am glad that he 
I think the Senator from Kansas has demon- | 


Government has made in allowing large bodies | 


of the public land to fall into the hands of pri- 
vate parties through the means of your various 


'. scrips issued under humanitarian guises, where- 


| 
t 


t 


by the worst frauds ever committed in the world 


have been committed upon the settlers by these |; 


speculators lying in the track of civilization. 


to that speech will read it. The Senator from 


. Kansas has given the facts and figures howthe 


and how worthless they are where there are | 


i by this system of railroads. 


none. There are between the navigable waters | 
of the two sides of this continenttwo thousand \' 
miles that can only be utilized in any degree | 


Now, with regard to this amendment of the | 


i Senator from Kansas, I am not sufficiently fa- . 


familiar with the map of the country, not suf- 


|, ficiently familiar with their individual merits, 


to act upon it. But if itis to perfect a system 
i of railroads whereby these lands can be sold 
: and the money realized at once and the peo- 
| ple get homes, it seems to me there is a great 
_ deal of merit in it. I think it would be well if 
, this amendment could be considered in con- 
‘nection with the bill. 

bill stands now. 


Lit stands. 


| miliar with how these roads run, not sufficiently . wi € 
| n give lands to railroad companies that do not 


I hope Senators who have not paid attention » 


: lands are disposed of where you have railroads, _ 
lands at reasonable rates and thus encourage - 
s To state the case © 
1s to prove it, and it is proven in the practice of | 
nearly if not quite every land-endowed railroad | 


| right of way through these lands. 


has submitted to the Senate those views, becanse 
they are eminently wise. Althongh they are 
not applicable to all the provisions of this bill, 
yet they are such remarks as would, if the prop- 
osition could be concurred in, greatly benefit 
the State of Kansas. I have no doubt that the 
statistics and facts to which he has referred are 
of great value. 

The only reason why this Indian reservation 
cannot be administered upon under the regu- 
lations that have been established by law as to 
the manner of disposing of lands is that this 
disposition of these lands will make an entire 
change, so far as it applies to this reservation, 


-in our system of disposing of the public lands. 


It is always difficult to change a system. All 
the roads named in the amendment of my col- 
league are very desirable and valuable fran- 
chises, and they are all cherished by the citizens 
of my State, and all have claims upon our 
citizens as well as upon the country, because 
some of them are of great national importance. 

But, as I have said, the system upon which 
we dispose of the public lands has not been to 


build railroads through the lands. One of the 
companies named in the amendment has the 
That is the 
Atchison, Pike’s Peak, and Santa Fé Railroad 


, Company. It proposes to builda road through 


them, and it is eminently just and proper that 


‘the usual grant of public lands, when these 


I do not know how the | 
There have been so many 
j; amendments made to it that I cannot tell how | 
I do not like the frame of the bill. |; 


lands become public lands, should be made to 
that company. There isnodoubt of that. The 
other companies named propose to build rail- 
roads near these lands, but not through them. 
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They are in that vicinity. But the manner of 
disposing of the public lands under the system 
that has been adopted since 1856 does notapply 
to these other railroads, and although I am per- 


| 


that does run through them. It now has the 
right of way, but not a land grant, because it 
was a reservation at the time. When these 
become public lands, and the United States 


sonally friendly to them and would be glad to | get back the money they propose to pay the | 


do everything in my power for them, yet, as 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, 
administering the land laws of the United States 


i 
i 


Hi 
I 


impartially among all the States, I cannot agree ` 


to deviate from that established rule. It has 
become such a rule that itis now almost a law 
that our land grants shall be given to railroads, 


if they are given at all, where they pass through | 
the lands; that they shall be given in alternate ' 


sections within prescribed limits, and only as 
the road is built. Those are the boundaries 
of our land grants, and we have never deviated 
from them. , 

Mr. STEWART. I should not like to see 
that system deviated from. 

Mr. POMEROY. Oneof the roads named 
in the amendment of my colleague does pass 
through these lands, and it has the right of 


„sections with the restrictions 

But, Mr. President, I desire to say that the 
bill for disposing of this Indian reservation 
comes to us from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and not from the Committee on Public 
Lands. The Committee on Indian Affairs have 
not seen fit to make in it any provision for 


internal improvements through that section of | 


the State where the land lies. I am sorry they 


Indians, the usual grant would natarally apply i 
i to that company, and they should have it. 
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present time. If I could hope to arrest the 
attention of the Senate on this bill I should 
be very glad to state to it some of its charac- 
teristics which in my judgment deserve the 
most serious consideration of the Senate. It 
belongs to a class of measures that in my 


| judgment at the present time are of more im- 


It has been thrown out here that the people . 
of the State of Kansas wanted to wrest these | 
| lands from the Indians; that they were going | 
| to commit some great outrage upon the Indians. 


That cannot be so at all. Before the settlers 


went on the lands, the Indians proceeded to © 


portance to the country than any which engage 
its attention. J think I can show to the Sen- 
ate that this bill is of the most questionable 
character, the passage of which would be little 


less than a legislative scandal, to be pointed 


sell the lands to the Government of the United ` 


States, according to the provisions of a treaty 


: made by the officers of the United States Gov- 


ernment. That treaty we found did not meet 


: a ready approval in the Senate, and the Presi- 


dent finally withdrew it after it had been laid 
on our desks for a year. We could not get 


` any action upon it. During the pendency of 
‘ that treaty, men from other States, as.I say, 
" entered upon these lands. They were welcome 
way. and should bave a land grant in alternate . 


have spoken of. . 


of course to the State of Kansas, but they were 
not citizens of the State who wanted to wrest 
the title of these lands from the Indians. ‘They 


- had already proposed to part with their title; 


and now men from other States, from almost 
every State in the Union, as I am told this 


' usual candor on that subject. 


_ morning, over twenty thousand of them, have - 


did not; but there is such a necessity laid upon - 


us who are familiar with this whole question, 


as it relates to the peace of the State, that we | 
cannot temporize with any temporary policy in ` 


regard to.the particular manner in which the 


lands shall be disposed of as hazarding the | 


question. whether they shall be disposed of at 
all or not. 

The Senate must bear in mind the fact that 
although tbis is an Indian reservation, yet the 
Indians have agreed to sell it. They have 
entered into a treaty to that effect. That fact 
has been known and published in all the States, 
and we had an exhibition this spring in the 
State of Kansas such as we had never had 
before, men. from every State of the Union 
coming in—I will except the Pacific coast, 
but I will except no other States—to take pos- 
session of these lands which the Indians had 
sold. They had not removed. They think 
they have sold them, and they are only wait- 


ing now for the money. The Indians directed | 
these settlers to their settlement, and things | 


went on very peaceably for awhile; but the 
Indians not being removed, their treaty being 
delayed here and finally withdrawn by the 
President, the Indians thinking they were never 
going to get any money, and the settlers press- 
ing in upon these lands, hostility between them 
has arisen to some extent. Difficulties have 
arisen. The Indians.are beginning now to ask 
money from the settlers to entitle them to stay. 
The settlers refuse to pay money to the In- 
diane; they think they should deal with the 
Government. ‘These difficulties have pro- 
gressed in the State to such a degree that the 
President of the United States has sent some 
troops there to protect the settlers and keep 
the peace. I received this morning a telegram 
stating that-a whole regiment will be necessary ; 
that the two companies sent by the President 
are not sufficient; that there is a most alarm- 
ing state of affairs there. 

In view uf these facts, I desire to codper- 
ate as far as possible with the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and dispose of this reservation 
so that the Treasury of the United States shall 
not be.depleted, so that the settlers will get 
the land, and so that the railroad company 


whose road does run through the Iand shall | 


have the usual grant. Upon that basis I should 
be glad to have this. bill passed. 
Mr. FOWLER. What company is that? 
Mr. POMEROY.. The Atchison, Pike’s 
Peak, and Santa Fé road. That road runs 
through these lands, and that is the only road 


, taken possession of these lands. 


I know the Senator from Maine [Mr. Mor. ` 
' RILL] and others will argue that this is all 


wrong ; that they ought not to have taken pos- 
session of them; but to argue in that way 1s to 
argue in the face of the stubborn fact. It is 
alreadydone. They have possession, and they 


have it with the consent and acquiescence of | 


the Indian when he agreed to remove. The 
only difficulty in this matter is that the Indian 
has not been furnished with the means for his 
removal, and the Government has not carried 
out the provision which the Indian made in his 
treaty. 
would have been no difficulty; there would 
have been peace and quiet in that section of 
the State, and we should have been spared the 
expense this Government will beto; and I think 
the expense will equal the whole value of these 
lands—I mean the expense of the Military De- 
partment of this Government on these lands 
this summer if the bill is not passed. 

Mr. President, I know thereis more anxiety 


| to pass this bill than there is to make speeches 


about it. And while I agree with every word 


If that had been done last year there | ony, oe Teer T 
i, . Now, sir, what are you about to do i8- 


that my colleague has said, he could not have : 


premed the subject more strongly than I should 
ave been glad to do, as the manner in which 
he proponer to dispose of the public lands is 
not in harmony with our system, except so far 
as it relates to one of these companies, I shall, 
reluctantly though it may be, have to vote 
against his amendment, with an understanding 
that an amendment protecting the rights of 
the company that does pass through the lands 
will be adopted. When that is done I shall 
vote forthe bill. I prefer to take a vote rather 


| than to discuss it at any greater length. 


Mr. ROSS. 


|| ator tells us. 


to in the history of the country as so extraor- 
dinary as to be wholly unjustifiable upon 
grounds either of legislative expediency or 
legislative wisdom. 

I have been very much in the habit of con- 
curring with my honorable friend from Kansag 
who has just taken his seat [Mr. Pomeroy] 

upon questions touching the Indians; and I 
‘ regret extremely that the remarks which my 
' honorable friend has seen fit to submit to the 

Senate to-day were not characterized, if he 

will allow me to make that remark, with his 
He tells the 
' Senate that there is very great difficulty and 
. trouble in Kansas, and that the trouble origin- 
‘ ates with the Indians. 

Mr. POMEROY. No; I did not say so. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will the Sen- 
ator be good enough to define himself then? 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator never in- 
tends to misquote me, I know. I id not say 
the trouble was solely with the Indians. I 
said difficulty had grown up between the Fn- 
dians and these settlers. P did not say the 
trouble was solely with the Indians. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will explain 
what the trouble is, if I can, and if I know, 
and I think L do. I say the trouble is not with ` 
the Indians; the trouble is not chargeable to 
the Indians in this instance at least, and I 
challenge contradiction from that Senator or 

other Senator ; and I think I know. 


_ pose of an Indian reservation. Why? It isa 
| question of peace and war, the honorable Sen- 
i My honorable friend from Iowa 
| [Mr. Hartan] who has charge of the bill in- 
| vokes the judgment of the Senate to avert the 
| perils of war. A regiment is already ordered, 
| the honorable Senator from Kansas{ Mr. Pome- 
ROY] tells you, to preserve. order on one of the 
reservations belonging to a tribe of Indians 
which has the guarantee of the Government of 
the United States for its protection and secur- 
ity. That is the predicament in which we are 
placed. Well, sir, who is going to make war? 
Have the Indians proclaimed it? No. How 
does it come? It comes by conflict, my honor- 
able friend explains now, between the settlers 
and the Indians. Does he mean to tell the 
Senate that there is a settler in that territory? 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. He does: Well, 


< I mean to say that there is no such thing asa 


apprehension of my colleague in regard tothe | 


location of these roads. 
actually traverse these lands. Out of the three 


Three of these roads ` 


there will not be far from four hundred miles | 
of railroad lying actually on the lands; one | 
line entirely through from east to west, another | 


one entirely through from northeast to west, 


and another on the east side touching the tract. - 
Mr. POMEROY. My colleague and myself . 


cannot differ about it. What I say is that one 
road has the right of way through it and by 


it. The others are merely proposed roads, and 
are not authorized by any act of Congress to 
build through it. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. President, 
the bill is before the Senate for its considera- 
tion, and as I have some views to express in 
regard to it I may as well submit them at the 


They are not real roads, not ; 
| roads having any standing in the law. 


settler on that territory, and I know what I am 


‘| saying. From the nature of the case there 
I rise simply to correct a mis- © 


can be no settler. If there is anybody there 
he is a trespasser. If he is there he is there 
in violation of the rights of the Indians, and 
he is therein violation of the plighted faith of 
this nation ; and nobody knows that better than 
my honorable friend; and when he uses the 
term ‘‘ settler ’’ he misuses the term altogether. 
The Indians hold-that reservation by the faith 
of this nation pledged to them, and no man 
has aright to go there without the consent both 
of the indiansand of the Government. To talk 


l ) ., about settlers there is to talk most inaccurately. 
act of Congress is authorized to build through : 


ai 


To talk about settlers and the rights of settlers 
there is to talk altogether outside of the rec- 
ord. There is no white man there who has 
any right whatever to be there. He is there 


in violation of law, in violation of the solemn 
| 
| gations, he would not be there. 


treaty of the Government of the United States, 
and if the Government were true to its obli- 


Now, my honorable friend apologizes, and 
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says there was an understanding that the Fago; plains savages, by which he means to 


Indians were going to give up thia territory. 
He says they proposed to give it up, and made 
a treaty by which-they agreed to give it up ; 
pat somehow or other at was not ratitied ; but 
the settlers rushed in. Does not the honor- 
able Senator know that no man can be a set- 
tler on the public domain until it is opened 
for seulement by authority of law? Of coarse 
he knows he cannut. 


Mr. President, the whole difficulty comes 


from the fact that lawless men, men who were 
desirous of obtaining these lands, unscrupulous 
men, men disregardful of the rights of the 
Indians, have gone on there in great numbers, 
flocked in, perhaps, from other States, as the 
Senator says. l have no disposition to single 
out the people of Kansas for offensive crit- 
icism; but there is the fact—if there is trouble 
on that reservation it comes from lawleas aggres- 
sion of whites oa the rights of the Indians. 

Why, sir, the Secretary of the Interior sent 
to the House of Representatives the history of 
this case; he called the attention of Congress 
agearly as March last to the condition of things 
in Kansas on this territory. What does he tell 
you? He asks an appropriation of $50,000 to 
feed these Osage Indians. Why? He says 


imply, I suppose, the worst kind of savages. I 
am confident that is an exaggeration. Let us 
see if it is not. Ig there any American scholar 
at all acquainted with our history who does 


_ not know something about the Osages? These 


while these Indians were off on their hunt, as ` 


they had a right to be, in the latter part of the 
fall and early part of the winter, people rushed 
into that reservation, occupied their posses- 
sions, and when the Indians returned they found 


them in full possession of their cultivated lands, | 


their corn: fields, their corn, their houses, their 
buildings; and they hold them to-day; and the 
Government of the United States has never 
litted its band to protect these Indians although 
there stands the treaty obligations. Although 
there standa the faith of the nation pledged in 
a solemn treaty to protect these Indians, twenty 
thousand squatters are there, and this nation 
isto send a regiment of men, at an expense, 
the honorable Senator says, greater than the 
whole value of this land, to protect what? To 


protect, as my honorable friend from Lowa said , 


yesterday, the white women and the children : grows. 


from the tomahawk and the scalping-knife of 
the savage. That is his representation. 
Sir, if the United States have a duty to per- 


as a nation can have—it is to protect the Indians , 


against the lawless and reckless depredations 
of these twenty thousand squatters, who are 


there disregard {ul of the rights of these Indians. , 


That is the duty of this Government, and if the 
Government would attend to that duty there 
would be no occasion for rushing a bill of this 
character through the Senate of the United 


States. It all comes, as our whole difficulties | 
with the Indians come, from the lawless spirit | 


of invasion on the border, which this Govern- 
ment must rebuke if it intends to have peace, 
and if it intends to keep its record and its rep- 
utation and its faith pure. 
the curiosity to see how these Indians have been 
treated let him read thiscommunication. They 
are in a state of starvation. They are wander- 
lng over that territory, and the military has 
been called in to protect them against the vio- 
lence of these men. Here it is set out how 


many of them have been violently assqulted, | 


their stock taken, provisions taken, and every- 
thing upon which they subsist, and the Army 
called in to protect the white population, it is 
said, against the Indians; and then the Senate 
of the United States is invoked to complete the 
Wrong thus began by expelling the Indians, turn- 
ing them off to wander and to perish. . Thisis the 
špirit in which this bill arises, and this is the 
necessity for this proposed legislation. Sir, the 
fact is that this Government has neglected to 
rform its treaty obligations to these Indians. 
t has neglected to give them that protection 
they had a right to expect; it has neglected 
to do those things which it ought to have done. 
hat is the difficulty, and there is no other. 
tis said these are savages. My honorable 
Mend from Iowa says they are blanket sav- 


If any Senator has | 


are the Osages, who have inhabited that region 
of country known as the O 

eriod beyond the memory of the white race, 
fone ago. We have been treating with these 
Indians now for sixty years and more. We 
havetaken themunder our friendship. We have 
pledged to them our friendship and our protec- 
tion. They have been our allies, as you will 
see if you look into the treaty stipulations, We 
have cultivated terms of friendship with them. 
They have observed their treaties; that the 
history shows. And now, forsooth, when hav- 
ing by these treaty stipulations reduced their 
entire dominions, which once covered the en- 
tire State of Kansas and more, down to five 
million acres, we propose to call in the mil- 
itary and eject them by force; and in order to 
pe the sin we brand them as savages, 

lanket savages, plains savages! Let us look 
at this for a moment. Ihave here the report 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in which 
he speaks of the Osages; and he says: 


e country for a |; 


before? Will anybody say that we ought to 
do a thing of that sort to a feeble and impotent 
people who are in your power with no power 
to resist and no voice to be beard? Will any- 
body say that any such act as that ever was 
known in any civilized country and in any 
deliberative body? But that is this proposi- 
tion. You propose by this act of legislation 


' to override a solemn treaty made with these 
. Indians and in which your faith is pledged by 


‘They number about four thousand, and were | 
' before the late rebellion making a fair progress in ` 


civilization, being the possessors of large numbers 


: of cattle, horses, and hogs, and cultivating fields of 


corn, and having an interest in education manifested 


; in sending their children to tho excellent manual- 


labor schools established in the nation under the 


‘ Catholics. But between the contending ariwnies they 


were despoiled of their property.” 
That is the character given by the Commis- 


' sioner of Indian Affairs ; and 1 submit to my | 


honorable friend that by his nationality and 


‘ his blood he may bea credible witness on that 


subject. He may be relied upon. 
Bat, Mr. President, I do not intend to dilate 
upon this subject. I propose to call the atten- 


‘ tion of the Senate to two or three features of ` 


the bill. What I have already said will suffice 

as to the character of this measure asa ‘‘ peace 

aeron od the necessity out of which it 
ow 


will give me their bearing. 


legal proposition is : 

Be it enacted, &c., That the United States shall 
assume the absolute control and ownership of all the 
lands known as the Great and Little Osage reserva- 

Here, sir, is a legislative proposition that 
the Government of the United States ‘shall 
assame the absolute control and ownership of 
the Osage reservation.” And this we propose 
to do by act of Congress in face of the fact 


faith of the nation. Treaties made under the 
Constitution of the United States are what? 


The supreme law of the land, are they not? | 


Very well. You propose to override that sol- 
emn treaty atipulation by an act of Congress. 
That is the first proposition. 

Well, sir, why do you treat with these people? 
Because it is supposed in all fairness and de- 
cency that when we take away their property 
they have a right to be heard. But now, sir, 
by your arbitrary power, by the exercise of 
arbitrary legislative power, you propose to turn 
these people off this reservation and ‘‘ assume 


ownership’’ over the reservation which you | 


have said belongs to them, and which you have 
declared that you would guaranty to them. 
You propose by your legislation without their 
being heard upon the subject, they being no 
party in court and having no day in court, to 
take it arbitrarily away from them and over- 
ride your solemn treaty stipulations. 

Was that ever done before in the legislation 
of this country? Was it ever done anywhere 


want to appeal to the legal . 
| sense of the Senate for a moment, if Senators 
Referring to the ' 


form there—and they have as high and as holy ii first section of the bill, let us see what this 


i 


an act done in their absence, giving them no 
voice and no dayin court; and all this is to be 
done by the Representatives of a Christian 
people. 

There may be some way by which the com- 
plication alluded to by the Senator from Kansas 
can be cut and by which the difficulty which I 
recognize to exist growing out of the lawless 
state of things I have described in Kansas on 
this reservation may be pacified ; but Iam sure 
that the Congress of the United States will 
pause before it puts upon the record of the 
legislation of the nation a proposition by an 
act of Congress to override a solemn treaty, 
which cannot be made but by the consent.of 
two Gompevent conteseiing parties, 

Now, let us take one step further. That is 
one proposition, but there is another embraced 
in the same section of the bill: 

“The United States shall assume the ownership 
of the Osage reservation known as the Great and 
Little Osage reservation, in the State of Kansas, 
including’— 

I wish the Senate to observe this— 

“all lands in said State ceded to the United States 
in trust.” 

What is that? Not only to take the Osage 
reservation, but it proposes to take that por- 
tion of the lands which heretofore have been 
ceded by these Indians to the United States in 
trast. The Congress of theUnited States now 
undertake by a legislative act to say what they 
will do in regard toa trust which they have un- 
dertaken by a solemn treaty to perform. Let 
us see how it is proposed to managethat. This 


. trustis this: by the second article of the treaty 
, of 1865 it is provided: 


“ The said tribe of Indians also hereby cede to the 
United States a tract of land twenty miles in width 
from north tosouth, off the north side of the remain- 


: der of their present reservation, and extending its 
: entire length from east to west, which land is to be 


` held in trust for said Indians, and to be surveyed 


and sold for their benefit by the Secretary of the In- 


, terior, under such rales and regulations as he may 
: from time to time prescribe, under the direction of 


i trust. 
that tbe Indians hold this entire reservation 
| by treaty stipulation, I have before me a treaty |, 
| made with these Indians in 1865, one of a series | 
| of treaties running back to 1808, by which this 
particular reservation, in lieu of what had been | 
theretofore ceded, is secured to them by the , 


the Commissioner of the General Land Office, as 
other lands are surveyed and sold. The progeeds of 
such sales, as they accrue, after deducting all ex- 
penses incident to the proper execution of the trust, 
shall be placed in the Treasury of the United States 
to the credit of said tribe of Indians,” 

This nation by that treaty accepted that 
What was it? That it would take care 
of these lands and sell them ata reasonable 
price—I think the price ® $1 25 an acre—and 
it shall be put into the Treasury to the credit 
of the Indians. Now what is proposed? It 
ig proposes that we shall ‘‘ assume the owner- 
ship” of these lands as fof ourselves ; and 


i what are we to do with them? We are to sell 


them, and are to pay these Indians for them 
at the rate of about eighteen cents an acre. 
That is what we propose to do, and that is 
the way we propose to execute a trust which 
we solemnly entered into in 1865. Having 
then told these people that we would survey 
these lands, put them into the market and sell 
them, and that they should have the proceeds 
of the sales, we now propose to say that we will 


, ‘assume the ownership” of them absolutely, 


and that they shall be put off with eighteen 
cents an acre. What do you think of that, 
sir? Will the Congress of the United States 
do that with their eyes open? Will you execute 
a trust which you solemnly entered into with 
the Indians in 1865, by which you told them 
they should have the benefit of the money 
arising from a certain reservation—will you 


i execute that trust now by an arbitrary dct of 
| Congress saying that you ‘‘assume the owner- 


ship’’ of the land and will pat them off with 
A cents an acre? That is the propo- 
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sition here; and that you propose to do in the 
face of this treaty stipulation ; and that you 
propose to do under the plea of a necessity to 
avoid a warewith the Indians and a conflict 
with the savage that has grown up as I have 
shown you. 

Now, Mr. President, I ought to say in this 
connection, to show you the gravity of this pro- 
ceeding, that this trust reservation, amounting 
to between three and four million acres of 
land—a little short of four million, I think— 
worth to-day on an average, I doubt not, from 
the information I have received—— 

Mr. MORTON. To what lands is the Sen- 
ator now alluding? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
ing to what are called the trust lands whieh 


i 
i 


ate of the United States did not agree to take 
them at their proposition. Will the Senator 
tellmethat? It lay hers along time, it seems, 
but was never brought into the Senate for rat- 
ification ; or, at any rate, it was not ratified. 
Mr. POMEROY. I will refer to the Sen- 


, ator from Maine, as he was upon the commit- 


Tam now allud- | 


are conveyed by this treaty to the United States ; 
by these Indians in trast, to be disposed of in a 
` dayin court; he did not appear; but I will tell. 


a particular way. 

Mr. MORTON. Which added to the others 
would make about twelve million seres. - 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No, about eight 
millions, These trast lands are between three 


my information and beliefare, not lessthan four 


and four million acres, worth on an average, | 
‘ters were there. Who else? Agents from the! 
State of Kansas who wanted a portion of the): 


dollars an acre; and you propose to dispose 


of them in this arbitrary way, and allow the 
Indians eighteen cents an acre; and that is 
called the exeeution of a solemn trust entered 
into by treaty stipulations in 1865! I ask Sen- 
ators whether, when such a thing as that can 
be proposed in the Senate of the United States, 
it should be a matter of surprise to anybody 
here or anywhere else that there are Indian 
disturbances on the border ? 

Now, sir, let us follow this matter a little 
further. I have stated the first two proposi- 
tions that arise in this bill. Now, what is pro- 
posed to be paid to. these Indians for these 
lands? Here are eight million acres of land 
that this bill proposes te take from these In- 
dians arbitrarily without their consent, with- 
out an opportunity to be heard.. It is their all. 
It is all they have. 
dominion over which their ancestors roamed 
centuries ago; and what do we propose to 
give them? The bill originally as it went 
to.the committee proposed $1,600,000. My 
honorable friend from Iowa, the chairman of 
that committee, or the committee itself, with 


his approbation, I do. not doubt, raised it to 
$2,000,000; but my honorable friend from || 


Kansas thought $2,000,000 too much. Oh! he 
would notthink of giving the savages $2,000,000 
for eight million actes; seventeem cents an 
acre is enough for the Indians. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
my remarks he would have seen that the rea- 
son I gave was, that they had agreed in their 
treaty to take $1,600,000. That was the reason 
why IÍ said I would fixthat amount. That was 
their contract. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I-am very sorry 
that my honorable friend makes that apology. 

Mr. POMEROY. Since we assumed this 
trust they have come on here and agreed with 
the Government to modify the trust, and agreed 
to take $1,600,000 for the whole—the trust 
lands and all. : i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The trust lands 
were not conveyed gi Ag treaty. 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes, sir; they were named 
in the treaty. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is not my 
recollection of it. : 

. Mr. POMEROY. I refer to the Senator 
from Towa. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I refer to the 
record. : 

Mr. POMEROY. I refer to the Senator 
from Iowa whether the trust lands were not 
included in the treaty. l 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will not have 
any question raised about that. My honor: 
able friend thought $2,000,000 too much. He 
says the Indians made a solemn agreement 


with the Government of the United States to 
convey the trast lands. I wonder why the Sen- 


It ia the last of the great | 


If the Senator had read | 


tee at the time that treaty was pending. He 
can give the reasons why it was not brought 
into the Senate. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Iwasa member 


of the committee and never thought, so far as | 
- I was concerned, of ratifying that treaty; and `’ 


there is a little episode in regard to it that I` 


may as‘ well mention here to show the charac- 
ter of this thing. While it was before me I had 
the honor of having all the parties to it before 
me except the Indian. The Indian was not 


represented; he was not in court; he had no | 


you who did appear. First, the agents of the; 
railroad to which the land was granted; second, ; 
anotherrailroad that wanted a part, that wanted/ 
to divide, that contended there was enough to! 
subsidize two big roads. Who else? The squat: | 


\ 


' land for their school fand. There might have, 


been another party. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senators from the 
State of Kansas did not go before the commit- 
tee, I reckon. I know I did not. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I did not refer 
to the honorable Senator nor to his colleague 
in Congress from his State. 


_ ._ Mr. POMEROY. I never appeared before 
' the committee in regard to it. 


| 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
railroads—the railroad to which the land was 
to be granted, and the railroad that wanted a 

t-—the squatters, and the State. There were 
our parties and they argued the questión be- 


fore the committee. The question between the : 


two railroads was, as I have said, fora division 
of the spoils; and on that point we got some 
information as to the value of these lands. The 
railroad company that was on the outside and 
wanted to get in, insisted upon it that they were 
very valuable. The other road said they were 
no more than they wanted; but the road that 
wanted to get in and share the profits said they 
were worth at least $40,000,000 and were 
enough to subsidize both the roads. The 
squatters wanted to be made easy in their set- 
tlements. They were very anxious to have 


their rights protected or their wrongs made |, 
i legitimate, made rights. 


Here were two , 


i 


i 
i 
i] 
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had got in there in violation of the rights of 
the Indians, and quiet the difficulties then appa- 
rent. That is the way these things are done, 

Mr. POMEROY. Does the Senator mean to 
say there were eight thousand on this dimin- 
ished reserve? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I mean to say 

on the lands we are talking about. 
. Mr. POMEROY. No, sir; on the trust 
‘ lands that had been ceded by a previous treaty, 
but not one of them on this land contained in 
the diminished reserve. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I say the evi- 
dence before us was that on the land for which 
we were treating there were at least eight thou- 
sand squatters. 

Mr. POMEROY. That was because it in- 
‘ cluded the trust lands, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not think 
that alters or modifies at all what I am saying. 
I say here that the necessity for making these 
treaties always is that the Indian territory is 
invaded by lawless men. ‘That is the history 
of the whole subject of reservations. We make 
a reservation to-day, set aside for the Indian 
so much land, and we say to him in solemn 
phrase, “This shall be to you and your pos- 
terity forever, and our faith is in it.” The 
swelling tide of population rushes on, and 
coming in contact with the Indians they com- 
municate to them the worst of our vices, rarely 
any of our virtues, and nothing of protection. 

And what then? Troublescome. The In- 
dian resists. They strip him of his possessions. 
They then come to Congress and a new reser- 
vation must be made, and the Indian pushed 
further off. That is the history of the whole 
subject of reservations in this country, and the 
whole subject of dealing with the Indians. And 
so the necessity for making a treaty here was 
that the reservation was invaded. Kansas did 
not protect the Indians. The United States 
did not protect them. The squatters invaded 
their country, and for peace it was neeessiry 


| to make a treaty. The treaty having failed. 


. this tide of squatters still kept pushing in upon 
‘this territory, and now has come a crisis in 
| our affairs when the Indian must be removed 
| at the point of the bayonet to preserve the 
i peace. Thatisthe necessity which arises here, 
| and it is no misconduct on the part of the In- 
| dians. Neither of the honorable Senators will 
| say that. 

|, My honorable friend, who knows very much 
' indeed of Indian affairs in this country, whois 
very familiar with the subject and whose views 


on all such matters are eminently humane, will 


Some member of the committee, I remem- | 
ber, asked these gentlemen who represented . 


the Indians ; and it was apparent that all the 


rties did not see the wit of that question. | 
hey did not seem to think that the Indians . ‘ 
 thatis what sendsyour regiment of troops there. 


had anything at all to do with it; and the idea 


of anybody's making inquiry as to what the |. 


Indians had to do with: a treaty or with the 
disposition of eight million acres of lands be- 
longing to them segthed a very strange inquiry 


for a committee of the Senate of the United | 
|| ple? They are trespassers to-day; they have 


States to make. Why, they were to give them 
eighteen cents an sere, and they were going to 
have an asylum in that limbo, the Indian ter- 
ritory, to which all hapless Indians in that 
region go sooner or later! 

The question is whether this bill is right. 
The treaty was not ratified ; the squatters went 
in. My honorable friend shid—I may as well 
speak of it in this connection—that after this 
treaty was made and there were some expect- 
ations that it might be confirmed, that the 
Indians might be dispossessed of these lands, 
people rushed in from various States, I pre- 
same to Kansas, upon the idea that the lands 
were to be opened for settlement ; but the diffi- 
culty, I say to my honorable friend about that 
theory is, that eight thousand were there before 
the inception of the treaty, and nobody knows 
better than my honorable friend that the very 
purpose and necessity for making that treaty 
in the beginning was to relieve the men who 


not tell you that any of these troubles lie at the 
door of the Indians. The Indians have mo: 
lested nobody. ‘The Indians have been dis- 
turbed; the rights of the Indians have been 
violated. That is what causes the disorder; 


But, sir, enough of tbat.. Now let us see 
! what is to be done. It is proposed to pay these 
Indians eighteen cents an acre ; and what shail 
| become of the land then? These squatters are 
to have it at $1 25 an acre. On what princi- 


i no rights whatever there; their whole history is 
| wrong; and now on what principle is it that 
| you propose to make their title good? On 


| what principle is it that you propose to say that, 
' having violated the rights of these Indians, 
| having put the peace of that region of country 
iin 


ril, having thus rendered it necessary to 
call out the military of the: country to keep 
order—on what principle is it that these men 
are to be preferred to all other and peaceful 
citizens of the United States, and are to have 
a right to have their possessions, taken in vio- 
lence and wrong, made good to them? 

Can anybody in law or in conscience answet 


| that question? Bear in mind that these lands 


are valuable and among the richest in the 


| West. These squatters go on in advance 


the rights of other and law-abiding honest 


citizens to have the pick and the fat of the 
lands. Whatever there is that is choice there 
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these men have got; and now they come nere 


It is historic. There is not an American stu- 


and have the face to ask the Congress of the || dent who does not know it. 


United States to give them these choice lands 
to the exclusion of the honest men who are 
awaiting the action of the Government to open 
these lands to settlement before going upon 
them. Are you going to do that? If the 
Senate of the United States do that they invite 
lawlessness, they give a bounty on this sort of 
freebooting which makes all this trouble on the 
border, and which gives you Indian wars, and 
which subjects our Government to the expense 


of many million dollars annually for war ex- ' 


penses in connection with the Indian depart- 
ment. Ifyou propose to do that be it so, but 
do not complain of what follows in the future. 

No, sit; | say to every man on that territory, 
“You shall take no advantage whatever by 
your lawlessness; we assure to you nothing ; 
when we have settled this question with the 
Indians we will settle the question with you, 
and we will take care that you get no advan- 
tage of the law-abidiog people of this country 
who have a right to purchase lands as well as 
you have, and who have a right to wait until 
the public lands are open to settlement and the 
Indians are off it; and no advantage shall be 
had by making a foray into the Indian coun- 
try.’ I protest, therefore, that this bill shall 
notassure to these men one single rood of land. 
If they are to have that land let them have it 
upon some principle of fair and open compe- 
tition with the honest and law-abiding people 
who are waiting to have the lands opened; but 
this bill assures it to them. 

Another point. What is to become of these 
Indians? 
What are you going to do with them? You 
arbitrarily assume the ‘‘absolute control: and 


There are four thousand of them. : 


Mr. FOWLER. I wish to find out whether 
this land now is the land that has been reserved 
to them and which they occupy as a home at 
the present time, and the only land they have. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Certainly it is 
their only land. 


It has dwindled down to this. © 


This is the only home, the only refuge they | 


have anywhere, and this bill proposes to foree 
them at the point of the bayonet, if necessary, 
out of it, and the military are already there to 
do it, and to send them wandering vagabonds 
over the earth. ‘This is scarcely an exaggera- 
tion, There was a provision in this bill when 
it went to the Committee on Indian A ffuirs that 
the President of the United States should be 
bound to furnish them a home in the Indian 
country. What has become of that? Stricken 
out. 

Mr. CORBETT. It is in the bill now, in | 
the fifth section. | 

Mr. SHERMAN, It was in the bill I read | 
yesterday. | 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will see. I 
hope I am mistaken. I hope it is here. I | 
see, however, that it is stricken ont in my bill. | 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to know | 
how the fact is. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Section five was | 
not stricken out. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Thereason I interrapted 
the Senator was because I was about to ask 
whether the President had really selected a 
home for these Indians to go to? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
been misled by the way the brackets are placed 


i; in the printed bill. I understood them as strik- 


ownership” of their lands. [s not that lofty , 
language now for the Senate of the United | 
States, representing forty million people, to | 
say that they choose, notwithstanding their | 


treaty obligations, ta declare that we assame | 


the absolute control and ownership of land 


; fact that the new hometo be provided for them 


which this Government in 1865 guarantied to | 


these savagea, as my honorable friend chooses 
now to designate them? What sort of an as- 


sumption, to say the least of it; and will the ` 


Senate of the United States stand up in the 


: gotten that. he bill does apparently provide 


face of the American people and say, with the - 


knowledge of that treaty in their minds, that | 
they assume absolate and arbitrary control | 


over this reservation and over the rights of 


these parties to dispose of it without their con- | 


sent, and without their being in a condition to | 
give their assent, as the United States choose? | 
Í trast not. I trust the temper of the Senate | 
of the United States has not yet got to that | 


point. 


But, I ask, what are you going to de with the | 


Indians? What is going. to become of them 
under this bill? They are to be driven at the 
point of the bayonet out from Kansas and out 
from this reservation. Where? God only knows 
where. Does the bill providefor them? No, 
T think not. They are to go out into the Indian 
territory vagabonds, I greatiy fear. 

Mr. FOWLER. Are they living on this land 
now ? 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Living on it, and | 


ve been living on it beyond the period to 
which the memory of man runs to the contrary. 
e Osage nation have been livin g there nobody 
tows how many centuries. They have a his- 
tory. Their country, as I had occasion to say 
ore, covered the entire territory of Kansas, 
It has dwindled down by treaty stipulations 
with this Government now to these five million 
acres ; and here it is proposed to ‘‘assume’’— 
that is the language—to assume absolute con- 
trol and ownership over this land. 
Mr. MORTON. I ask the Senator if fifty 
years ago the whole country was not called the 
sage country ?? ` f 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Certainly it was. 
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: whatever it costs the Government of the Uni- 
semption is that? Ia that worthy of a Christian |; 
people? Is not that a bold and arrogant as- | 


to the namber of the section. Then I am 
wrong in saying that that provision is stricken 
out. 

Mr. MORTON. I will call the Senator's 
attention in that connection, however, to the 


is in the Indian territory; and it seems that is 
not yet the property of the Government, and 


ted States is to be taken out of the sum they 
are to get for their eight million acres. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I had not for- 


for that, and I wilt read what the provision is: | 


It shall be the duty of the President to procure | 
lands for a permanent home for said Osage Indians 
in the Indian territory, equal in quantity to one 
hundred and sixty acres for each member of said 
tribe, orguch part thereof as said Osage Indiansmay | 
desire, to be paid for out of the proceeds of the sale 
of said reservation in the State of Kansas, the price 
per acre of such lands to be procured in the Indian i 
territory not to exceed the price paid by the United 
States for tho same. | 

The President of the United States is to: 
obtain thelands; how? Who knows that they | 
will be obtained? Iam wrong in saying that | 
the committee have not made some apparent 

revision ; but am I wrong in saying that there 
18 roy no substantial provision? The Presi- 
dent of the United States is authorized to obtain 
the lands; but who has them for sale ? Are | 
not all lands in this Indian territory dedicated | 


: toother uses. Does not everybody know that : 


all there is in the Inaian country is dedicated | 
already by formal treaty stipulations? There- ` 
fore, whatever apparent provision there may . 
be for these Indians, I submit I am substan- 
tially correct in saying that no provision is 
made, and I am sure no provision is made 
upon which the Senate of the United States 
wiil feel that they have aright to rest when 
they take the homes of four thousand people 
out of a country which has been theirs from 
time immemorial, and force them into a foreign : 
country, into the midst of hostile bands of | 
Indians, the reservation itself having been : 
designated by the peace commissioners ap- | 
pointed in 1867 as a general receptacle for all . 
the tribes that may be gathered in that country. | 
Therefore, Mr. President, I submit to the Sen- | 


ate, with very great confidence, that it will be 
found that no provision has been made for 
these Indians which ought for a moment to be 
regarded as suitable. 

There is another peculiarity in this bill to 
which I call the attention of the Senate. I 
mean that it Js peculiar to all that class of 
legislation which relates to the Indians. I call 
the attention of the Senate to it for the reason 
that in this particular case I think it ought not 
to apply; and in this particular case and at 
this particular time I think the Senate of the 
United States ought to set its face against any 
further legislation in that direction. 1 refer 
now to the third section of the bill: 

Src. 3. And be tt further enacted, That all debts 
owing by the Great and Little Osage nation of Lu- 
dians, and unpaid at the dato of the signing of sail 
treaty, either to whites or Indians by said Osages, 
shall be liquidated and paid out of the funds arising 
fromthe sate of the lands herein directed to be sold, 
80 far as the sameshall be found just and valid on an 
examination thereof, to be made by tho agent of the 
tribe and the superintendent of Indian affairs for 
the contrad suporintendency, subject to the approval 
of tho national council of the Osage nation, in each 


|, individual case, and of the Secretary of the Inte- 
|, rior: Provided, That the amount so allowed and 


paid shall not exceed $40,000. 

Now, Mr. President, what are these debts? 
Doesanybody know? ‘'o whom are they owing? 
Are we under any obligation to pay them? 
My experience in these matters justifies me in 
the presumption that thia clause is put in—of 
course I absolve my honorable friends from 
all complicity in it in every way—in the inter- 


' ests of a set of men who are always hanging 


I see that I have | 


{ 


about these Indian tribes. It is so much money 
in their pockets, without regard to the obliga- 
tion on the part of the Indians either in the 


: contraction or the payment of the debt. 


‘ing out the whole section, whereas they apply ` 


Another noteworthy pro 
found in the fourth section: 


That there shali be paid to the Great and Little 
Osage tribe of Indians a just and fair compensation 
for horses stolen from them by white citizens of the 
United States, 


Are we quite willing to put it on the records 
of the Senate of the United States that the citi- ` 
zens of the United States are horse-thieves? 
F do not mean to say any severe things about 
the citizens of Kansas. It may he that some 
of the people guilty of these practices came 
from my State, as the Senator intimates. 
frangnter:] This reservation is situated in 

ansas, which ought to be, and I trust is, a 
law-abiding State; and these Indians, by an 
article of their treaty with the Government, are 


position is to be 


, entitled to the protection of the American peo- 
-: ple, protection in their rights of property and 


person ; and yet we are expected to put on the 
records of the Senate of the United States that 
our citizens in times past have dealt with these 
Indians in such a treacherous and felonious 
way that'we acknowledge ourselves indebted 
to them for ‘‘ horses stolen from them by white 
citizens of the United States since the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty of September 29, 1865. In 
these five years how many horses are. we to 
understand have been so stolen? The com- 
mittee say that this payment shall not exceed 
$40,000. Why not? Why not pay for the 
whole? : 

Mr. POMEROY. If the Senator wilt per- 
mit me to interrupt him, I will remark to him 
that when we had the appropriation bill before 
Congress, only a few weeks ago,I moved to 
strike out precisely such a provision as this, 
and urged it, and insisted that the people 
should not be convicted of horse-stealing until 
they had had a trial in court. But the Senator 
from Maine carried the provision in that lan- 
guage against me. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I am not con- 
tending that the horses have not been stolen ; 
but I refer to it for the lesson of wrongs if 
teaches have been practiced upon these Indians. 

Mr. POMEROY. That is what I urged 
then; bat I could not convince the Senator 
from Maine. i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. My ‘honorable 
friend seems to be converted, and thinks it is 
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best for the people to coufess their sins. Itis 
very easy to confess the sins of other people, 


and therefore I hope my honorable friend will || 


not be particularly nervous on this subject. 

Mr. POMEROY. Iam notatall converted; 
but I found then that the Senator from Maine 
insisted on retaining this very language. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. We say that we 
will pay for this stolen property, but with a 
proviso that we will not pay for stolen prop- 
erty to an amount beyond $40,000. Whythat 
limitation? The implication, 
wo have stolen a larger sum. 

Mr. MORTON, 
Senator from Maine who he understands to 
hold these claims for stolen horses? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I have no in- 
formation on thatsubject. If the Indiansbave 
had the good fortune, if they had any claims 


to hold them to this day, it is contrary to my | 
They have probably passed into |, 


experience. 
the hands of some expert magipulator, who is 
here in the interest of the Indians to see that 
their rights arising from stolen property are 
at least recognized by the Senate of the United 
States, to the end that somebody shall get the 


y. 

Then I find on the eleventh page of the bill 
a proposition for the distribution of the money 
after the Government of the United States shall 
receive back what they propose to pay. It 
reads as follows: 

And aftor the United States shall haye received 


|! 


li outof deference to them call them ‘‘ nations,” 


of course, ìs that : 
. before we had a national existence. 
{ should like to ask the . 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Let us look at 
thatexplanation fora moment. My. honorable 
friend says that in early times, when we were 
weak and the Indians were powerful, we did 


bat now we have become strong, and they 
under our policy have become feeble and in 
some sense fugitive; now we withdraw. the 
appellation of ‘* nations” and call them savage 
men; now it is no longer becoming in us to 
call them a nation! 

Why, sir, the Indians constituted nations 
Does 
not my honorable friend know that? Does he 
not know that there were the Six Nations who 
were historic in thiscountry, and in theannalsof 
Great Britain, the mother country, and always 
recognized as nations? Does he not know that 
while we were fighting the battles of the Rev- 
olution the Continental Congress sent commis- 
sioners on their bended knees to treat with 


‘these people as a nation? Do we not know 
| that General Washington invited these Indians 


to conference; and did he not say in the most 
graceful aud courteous language to these In- 
dians, ‘ You are our brethren?’ Did he not 


ii say, ‘We make common cause with you 
: against the invaders of our common country g 


from the proceeds of the sale of said lands, over and | 


above the cost of the survey and sale thereof, the 
amount provided forin thesecond section and fourth 
section of this act, and the said sum of $2,000,000, with 
accrued interest, including in sach estimate the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the so-called Osage trust lands, 


act, the residue of said Jands shall be disposed of as 
other public lands: 
in this act sball beso construed as to prevent the 
application of the so-called ‘‘town-site laws,” and 
a grant of the sixteenth and thirty- 


the law making l 
each township of the publio lands 


sixth sections in 


to the State of Kansas for the support of public | 


schools, to said lands, in such a manner as not to 


interfere with the prior rights of actual settlers as 


aforesaid. 

You will perceive that the Indians have no 
interest in that; that after having confirmed 
the title of the squatters at $1 25 an acre, 
treating them precisely as if they had been 


And during that great struggle did we not 
enter into treaties of amity and commerce and 
alliance, mutually binding ourselves with them 


their country, our country? 
And now the honorable Senator from Kan- 


sas, representing a constituency who in a pecu- 


liar sense have succeeded to the inheritance 


i of the Indians, and these people have been 


fi 


Provided, however, That nothing || 


bona fide settlers under the preémption laws ; 


of the Government, the balance of the land is 


for the Indians. 
My honorable friend from Kansas [Mr. Pom- 


in several places the word ‘nation.’ 


Senate of the United States and make an objec- 
tion to the passage of a bill, or, in other words, 
move to modify a bill, because in describing 
these Indian tribes they were called ‘‘a nation.’ 

Task my honorable friend whether he thinks 
that violates the history of this country? I 
should like to ask whether he thinks applying 
the word ‘‘ nation ” tothe Indian tribes of this 


country is either in bad taste or contrary to || 
generally recognized fact in the history of this | 


country? 
Mr. POMEROY. I do say that we have 
generally called them “‘tribes”’ latterly. When 
the white people were few and the Indians 


many we got in the habit of calling the Indians | 
a nation; but latterly they have dwindled down | 


to almost nothing, and we call them “tribes.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is the ex- 
planation above all others that I regret my hon- 
orable friend should make, and that is a most 
sorry commentary upon our dealings with. the 
Indians. 

Mr. POMEROY. If the Senator will read 
the Constitution of the United States he will 
find they are there called ‘* tribes,” not ‘‘ na- 
tions. 


i It has j 


which may have accrued before the approval of this | stripped of the last refuge of their country, 


feels authorized to rise in his place here and 
publicly to withdraw from them the appella- 
tion of ‘‘nation;’”’ and in the arrogance of 
pride of power—t{ say it in no offensive sense— 
says they have ‘‘dwindled”’ to an insignificance 
beneath our notice ; and notwithstanding the 
great Washington could salute them as breth- 
ren and invoke their codperation in the great 
cause of liberty, now, in their day of weak- 
ness, we spurn them, we treat them with con- 
tempt; now they are savages, blanket sav- 
ages, plains savages. Inthe name of Heaven, 
if we will exterminate these people, as we will, 


i| let them have the record which belongs to 
to be disposed of for the public interest, not |! 
| as nations once existing in this country, now 
‘| scattered, broken, and fugitive. 
EROY] yesterday moved to strike oat of this bil i 

e 
thought it was too dignified a phrase alto- | 
gether to be used in reference to these tribes , 
of Indians. From the very great respect I have | 
for my honorable friend I was extremely sorry |; 
that he should feel called upon to rise in the - 


their name at least. Let them go into history 


If you. will 
not throw the protection of your power about 
them, to shield them from the oppression and 
extinction which wait upon them, at least do 
not brand them. 

There has been a telegram received in this 
city to the effect that ‘ Mr. Joy has sent a large 
body of men across the Osage lands, and they 
have broken ground in the Indian territory, 
and that settlers are already organizing to fol- 
low and take possession of the Cherokee lands.” 
That does not surprise me. This is a tele- 

am just received. ; 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Joy has not senta man 
across the Osage lands, because there are no 
Osage lands on the line of his road—not a foot, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. This is signed 
by Felix R. Brunot. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Joy has not sent a 


| man on the Osage lands. The Osage lands do 


not lie on the line of his road. The statement 
is not true. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. This comes from 
Felix R. Brunot, chairman of the Indian com- 
mission. ; 

Mr. HARLAN. Where is it dated? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It is not dated. 
ust been handed to me. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator himself 
knows that these Osage lands are not on the 
line of any road that Mr. Joy is building. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No; J do not. 
The Senator assumes what I do not know. I 
do not say. it 18.80. 
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Mr. POMEROY. I know it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Now, let ug 
look at page 5 of thisbill. Itisarich bill, Į 
do not know that I will ever be able Lo get 
through with it. [Laughter.] On page 5 we 
| find some provision for ihe distribution of thig 
, fund: 

! 


And after deducting the cost of land for a perma- 
nent home in the Indian territory, and the amount 
of their ascertained indebtedness, as hereinbefore 
provided, and the necessary cost of removal to their 
. new homes and temporary support for a period not 
i excecding six months— 


' Mind you, all these things are to be de- 
ducted— 


1; the residue of said $1,600,000 shall be placed to their 


i credit on the books of the Treasury of the United 
States, and bear interest at the rate of five per cent. 
' per annum. 


That is too much interest for an Indian. 
That is altogether too much for a blanket 
Indian. It is not enough fora civilized man by 
i a good deal. We have been trying to get our 
bonds off at five per cent. We are paying six 
per cent. semi-annually. But five per cent, 
foran Indian is too much, say the committee; 
that must be put at four per cent. You might 
just as well say “four” as ‘‘ five,’’ because 
you have the power; you are assuming the 
absolute dominion; the Indians have no voice 
in it ; and so it is amended to read four per 
cent. 


£ : them || The interest on $125,000 shall be paid for tho sup- 
in a common cause for this country, calling it | 


port of schools in said nation. 

Iam glad to see that; but that is a pretty 
liberal appropriation for savages, and blanket 
savages at that, and only four thousand of 
them. Another provision: 

The interest on $375,000 shall be paid in cash for- 

What? 
national purposes. 

Why not say ‘tribal purposes?’’ Why call 
them ‘national purposes?’ If you have 
scruples at calling these people a nation, why 
talk about ‘‘national purposes?’ How is 
that? The symmetry and harmony of that 
thing are not quite apparentto me. What are 
these national purposes? Can anybody ima- 
gine? Thechairman of the committee can tell 
if he will, doubtless, but he has not done so; 
and therefore I am left entirely to conjecture. 


Tho interest on $375,600 shall be paid in cash for 
national purposes. í 


That may mean one thing; it may mean 
another; it may mean a great many ; but what- 
ever meaning you apply to it, it is most extraor- 
dinary that the committee, who are nervous 
over the application of the appellation of ‘ na- 
tion” to these people, should think it worth 
while to appropriate the interest of $375,000 
for ‘‘national purposes.’ - be 2 

Mr. HARLAN. Does the honorable Sen- 
ator want to know now why those items are 
put in? l 
- Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should like t 
know what those ‘‘ national purposes’ ’- are. 

Mr, HARLAN. Iholdin my haud a copy 
of the treaty which provides that— : 

“ The interest of $300,000 shall be paid in cash for 
national purposes.” : i 
a MORRILL, of Maine. What treaty is 
that : 

Mr. HARLAN. The treaty signed by the 
Indians. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. . Of what date? 

Mr. HARLAN. It is the same treaty to 
which the honorable Senator referred as having 
been before the committee when he was its 
head—the treaty of June 18, 1868. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I hope my 
honorable friend will not seriously answer me 
| by calling that a treaty, a proposition which 
: somebody made and which was rejected... - 
i Mr. HARLAN. Very well; we will come 
: to that presently. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
w. 


ow. 
Mr. HARLAN. The honorable Senator 
wants to know why these fands are to be dis- 


We are on it 
n 


il tributed in a.certain. manner. 


1870. : 
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Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do. 

Mr. HARLAN. I say it is because the 
Indians insisted that they should be. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 

Mr. HARLAN. 


are not here, and J cannot deny it. [Laughter. ] 
They are not here to testify; they are not in 
court and are not likely to be; but I know and | 
the Senator knows that the Indians sometimes 
have very little voice in these matters, and if | 


They did? I! 
They did. . i: the other that they did in the original treaty ? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Weil, the Indians |: 


he has no other explanation as to what ‘*na- `: 


tional purposes’? mean than to present a treaty 
here which was refused by the Senate of the 
United States then I am all afloat again. 

Mr. HARLAN. If the Senator will pardon . 
refused the treaty. oR : 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Nor have they 
ever ratified it. : > 

Mr. HARLAN. Neither. - 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Neither. Then it | 


goes for no treaty, ofcourse. Then if itis offered | 


ing. It is merely a proposition that was never 
ratified. 

Mr. HARLAN. It proves the assent of the 
Indians, if they can assent to anything. Iun- 
derstood the Senator to be very much aggrieved 
because the Indians have: never been heard, 
have never had their day in court; and when 
I bring ia their formal agreement, signed, 
sealed, aud delivered between themselves and 
the Government of the United States he denies | 
the authenticity of the document. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
that is it never was a treaty; it. was a propo- 


is still open, what do ‘‘national purposes” 
mean ; whether this appropriation is specified 
in the treaty or not? The inquiry is still perti- 
nent, and I am still ia the dark as to what the 
phrase means, 

The sum named in the bill for national pur- 
poses is $375,000. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs can tell, I suppose, why that $75,000 | 
was added. I believe that was not in the 
treaty. 

Mr. HARLAN. Yes, this clause is a literal 
copy of the treaty. 

r. MORRILL, of Maine. ‘Will the Sen- 
ator refer me to the treaty ? 

Mr. HARLAN. It will be found on page 
A of the copy of the treaty as printed by the 

nate : 


“Tho interest on $300,000 shall he paid in cash for 
national purposes.” 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. How much? 

Mr. HARLAN. Three hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Now, I suppose 
my honorable friend can tell me why the sum 
of $75,000 was added... That is not in the 
treaty. If he can, that will. help me out. 

Mr. HARLAN, That is easily explained. 
That is not ia the text of the bill now before 
the Senate. - 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, it is. I 

eg the Senator’spardon. That is the amend- 
ment of the committee. It says “the interest 
on $375,000,” : 

Mr. HARLAN. The $75,000 has been 
stricken out, to make it conform to the treaty. 

Mr, MORRILL, of Maine. But still the 
$15,000 was reported by the committee for 
national purposes, 

Mr. HARLAN, - Ifthe Senator really wants 
to know, and the inquiry is not for captious 
Purposes, I will explain it. The treaty, or the 
agreement, or the proposition fora treaty, pro- 
May that the Indians shall receive $1,600,000 
i the land. _ The bill as ‘introduced into 
i e Senate provides precisely the same thing. 
ios referred to the Committee on Indian 
“airs, and that committee changed the 
onyt of money to be paid from $1,600,000 

7 $2,000,000, Then to make a distribution 
of $2,000,000 instead of $1,600,000, asthe Sen- 


| ator will perceive, would change the amount of 


each item. That is all there is in it. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is, you 
make the one sum bear the same relation to 


Mr. HARLAN. Certainly. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That leaves 
the question which I have asked, what these 
‘‘national purposes” are, still unanswered ; 
but my honorable friend will answer it, I have 
no doubt, in due time. 

Mr. HARLAN. I am left in doubt as to 


= wheter the Senator desires it to be answered. 
i I sometimes think he is intending to amuse the 
; Senate or amuse the country, because I know 


;, he is tł hly informed on this subject ; and 
me, the Senate of the United States have never | ch kis whole a eech is a miara nanen SOn a 


yet his whole speech is a misrepresentation of 


' the real facts. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Thisisa good 
time to say now in what particular I misrepre- 


; sent this clause. 


: dians had a school; that they had their chil- | 


Mr. HARLAN. The Senator would make the 


0 > ‘ Senate and the country believe that he really 
here for no purpose, of course it proves noth- || does not know what “ national purposes” are | 


i: when applied to an Indian tribe. 


He himself, 
in the beginning of his speech, mentioned one 
of the national purposes. He said these In- 


i dren at a Catholic mission school, where they 


My answer to |! 


| were being educated. 


dians. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


that is provided for in the preceding clause. 


ma id 3 propo- |! to the Senator’s own speech, for the purpose of 
sition never ratified ; and if it were the inquiry || showing that he himself knows very well what `; 


is meant by ‘‘national purposes” as applied | 


to Indian tribes. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The bill pro- 
vides that ‘‘ the interest on $125,000 shall be 
paid for the support of schools in said nation ;’’ 
so this clause upon which I am speaking can- 
not embrace that. ‘‘ National purposes’’ are 
stated as against schooling. The term does 
not meanthat. But I will pass oa: 

Five thousand two hundred dollars thereof shall 
be paid as compensation to the chiefs and council- 
ors of the nation; $5,000 shall be expended for the 
encouragement of agriculture, 

Three hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars are to be paid for national purposes; 
175,000 for schooling ; $5,000 for agriculture. 
I suppose that is a national purpose. Well, if 
schooling is national, and agriculture is na- 
tional, then what is the $375,000 for? I have 
great fear it covers a ‘‘ multitude of sins!” 

- Now, to show my honorable friend that the 
‘national purposes ’’ mentioned here cannot 
be such as he refers to I will pursue this 
subject a little further, and in the mean time I 
hope that he will be able to specify what those 
“ national purposes’’ are. The bill proceeds : 

The object being to encourage real industry among 
them; and the remaining $4,800 shall be expended, 
under the direction of the council and agent forthe 
tribe, in the payment of such other expenses as may 
be necessary for the benefit and support of their 
national government. ; 

There you have the word “ national” again. 
My honorable friend will see the necessity of 
some explanation of these ‘national pur- 
poses,’’ because we take out the schools, we 
take out the agriculture, we take out then the 
expenditure of a large sam of money-‘' for the 
benefit and support of their national govern- 
ment.’ Here stands the $375,000, a generality 
without specification, which of course must 
mean somthing else than agriculture, some- 
thing else than education, and something else 
than the support of the national government. 
Of course iP it does not suit the honorable 
Senator's convenience at the present moment 
to explain that question, I must be content. 

Mr. President, my own belief is that this bill 
ought not to pass. We cannot afford to pass 
it. That some arrangement ought to be made 
to relieve the state of affairs existingin Kansas 


The cost of education, , 
he knows, is a national purpose with the In- |: i ] ] 
| to an arbitrary assumption of ownership over 
My friend’s | 
argument seems to limp at that point, because |: e 3 
a R l |, assume to deal with these people according to 
h 


Mr. HARLAN. Iam now simply referring | 


that the Indians ought to be removed, I have 

no doubt in the condition of affairs which exists 

in Kansas that one of twothings mnst happen: 

either the white trespassers and squatters who 

are there without authority of law and against 
| the treaty obligations of the United States must 
| be dealt with as they richly deserve, and re- 
moved from that reservation, and they are 
, twenty thousand strong it is said, or the Indians 
‘ must be removed; and as the Indians in the 
latter history of our country have always gone 
to the wall in these conflicts, and will now, I 
have no doubt, I am only solicitous, recog- 
nizing that fact, that provision shall be made 
for these Indians ont of this reservation; that 
i they shall not be stripped of it; that it shall 
' be sold honestly and fairly as a matter of trust 
for the benefit of the Indians, and become a 
trust fund for them; that wheresoever they go, 
whether they shall find a home in the Indian 
country or whether they shall roam still fur- 


| Tam fully persuaded. I think it not unlikely 


i: ther, the Government of the United States 


shall hold the full benefit of this reservation, 


i; pitiful remnant of an empire, for the protec- 


tion and the support of these Indians. 

With that view I think this bill ought to be 
recommitted to the committee with instruc- 
tions, and those instructions are to provide, 
with the consent of the Indians, for their re- 
moval to some guitable place. I am opposed 


land that we do not own. I am opposed to 
putting upon the records that we arrogantly 


our arbitrary will. I would humanely and com- 


|, passionately provide for them somewhere where 


| 


l 


they can have security, and then provide that 
these lands shall be sold under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Interior, the proceeds of 
the sale to be carefully preserved, and the in- 
terest of it to be applied to the support and 
protection of these people. I will send to the 
Chair a resolution which I will read, as I think 
I am probably a better reader of my own writ- 
ing than the Clerk : 

Resolved, That the bill under consideration be 
recommitted with instructions to report a bill for tho 
removal of the Osago Indians to the Indian terri- 
tory, with their consent, and for the sale of the res- 
ervation upon the most advantageous terms for cash 
as other public lands, for the use and benefit of sai: 
Indians. 

I do not know whether this is in order at the 
present time or not; but if it is in order, I sub- 
mit it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mor- 
RILL, of Vermont, in the chair.) The Chair 
thinks the motion is in order. The Senator 
from Maine moves to recommit the bill with 
instructions. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not know 
whether my friend from Iowa desires to go on 
at present. If he does not I will make another 
motion. 

Mr. HARLAN. I desire to go on now, 
unless it can be understood that I shall have 
an opportunity to reply at one o'clock to- 
morrow. i 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us take up the appro- 
priation bill and finish it. ` 

Mr. HARLAN. I prefer to go on to-night 
and finish this bill if possible. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
| from Maine moves to recommit this bill with 
instructions. i 

Mr. STEWART. Ihope this bill will not 

ass from the consideration of the Senate until 

can be allowed to make a few observations 
| upon it. I appear for the settlers. I wish to 
say a word in their behalf. I do not think 
they are as bad as they have been represented. 
I wish to appear for a few minutes in behaif 
| of the settlers before this bill passes from the 
consideration of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Nevada is entitled to the floor if he claims it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Irise to make a motion 
which has precedence. My friend from Maine 
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has brought forward many considerations 
against this bill, some of which may be an- 


swered, and perhaps all; but it certainly needs |; 


Mr. CONKLING. Was the motion to pass 
over the bill? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the mo- 


reflection. ‘Lherefore, for the time being I |; tion of the Senator from Nevada. 


move to pass over this bill, which will keep it 
in its place on the Calendar, in order that we 


| 


i 


may consider the appropriation bill for a day | 


or two and then return to this bill. 
Mr. STEWART. 
me off my feet. 


I hope that will not take ' 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill not 


being at the head of the Calendar of special 
orders, if passed over will go back to its place 
on the general Calendar. : : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir; just where it is 
now, and we can take it up any time on a vote 
of the Senate. 

Mr. STEWART. Is a motion of that kind 
in order when a Senator has the floor? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has been so 
ruled and decided by the Senate on appeal, 
that a motion to pass over a bill and place it 
at the foot of the Calendar has rights under the 
new rule as a question of order, and is to be 
entertained by the Presiding Officer the same 
us a point of order. 

Mr. STEWART. That is a pretty cool way 
of taking me off my feet; but I will wait for 
the vote. E ; 

Mr. CORBETT.. Mr. President—— - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont moves that this bill be passed over, 
and that motion is not debatable. 

Mr. RAMSEY. What will be the effect af 
that motion on the special orders: on the.Cal- 
endar? [Laughter.] i ; 

- The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill for the 
abolition of the franking privilege will be the 
next bill to come up if this bill should be 

assed over, sn 

Mr. RAMSEY 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be the 
next bill in order. ' 


. That bill comes up next? |: 


| going on with the franking bill. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 


| Mr. CONKLING. Ithought it was to post- 
i pone. I hope it will not be passed over. 
:” Mr. COLE. The statement was to pass it 
i over with a view to take up another bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from | 
|| able friend this question. 


Nevada stated that as the object of his motion. 
The bill he alludes to is the next special order 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. COLE. 
of the bill in regard to the Osage lands we were 


going to proceed to the consideration of the | 
© orable friend there is great question of it, 
‘| unless that debate is to be continued by Sen- 


appropriation bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion was 
not made, and is not made up to this time. If 
it were made the motion to pass over would 
have priority of it. i 

Mr. RAMSEY. I ask for the yeas and nays 
.on this motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KELLOGG. What is the question? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


pass over the bill abolishing the franking priv- 


ilege, the Senator from Nevada stating that he | 


desires to reach the next bill on the Calendar, 
which is the bill toenforce the fifteenth amend- 
ment. : 


Mr. MORTON. Ishould like to make an `. 


_inquiry. Does this motion determine anything 
except the passing over of the pending bill? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. That is all. 

Mr. STEWART.. It brings us to the next 
bill, which is the bill to enforce the fifteenth 
amendment. . 

Mr. CONKLING. It merely prevents 


i} resulted—yeas 25, nays 30; as follows: 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I suggest, with the ` 


consent of the Senate, the propriety of passing © Osborn, Pomeroy, Ri 


a resolution that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads 
fully discharged his duty in reference to the 
to abolish the franking privilege. [Laughter. ] 

The VECE PRESIDENT. That motion is 
not now inorder. The motion of the Senator 
from Vermont is not debatable. 

The question being put, there were, on a 
divisioti—ayes 26, noes 18. i i 


has 


t 
i 
| 


bill || 


Mr. HARLAN. I call for the yeas and nays. 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered; and being ` 


taken, resulted—yeas 28, nays 27; as follows: . ” 


- YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Casserly, | 


Conkling, Drake, Edinunds, Fenton, Fowler, 


Han- | 


ilton of Maryland, Johnston, Lewis, McOreery, | 


McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
Morton, Pratt, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, 


Sherman, Spencer, Stockton, Thayer, Vickers, and f 


Warner—2. ; : 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckingham, Cameron, Carpen- 
ter, Chandler, Cole, Corbett. Cragin, Flanagan, Ham- 
jiton af Texas, Harlan, Harris, Howe, Howell, Os- 
born, Pomeroy, Pool, Ba . Rice, Ross, Sprague, 
Stewart, Sumner, Tipton, Willey, Williams, Wilson, 
‘and Yates—27. ' ' : 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Boreman, Brownlow, 


Cattell, Davis, Ferry, Gilbert, Hamlin, Howard, Kel- |: 
logg, Norton, Nyc, Patterson, Revels, Robertson, | 


Thurman, and Trumbull AT. 

‘So the motion was agreed to. 

‘ “ORDER OF BUSINESS. mi 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate re- 
sumes the consideration of the bill (H. R. No: 
986) to abolish the franking privilege. 

Mr. STEWART. I move that that bill -be 
passed over. with a view to reaching the bill to 
enforce tho fifteenth amendment, and upon 
that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

Several Sswators. Oh, no; you do not 
want the yeas and nays. : 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to know 
the reason. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that the motion of. the Senator from 
Nevada to pass over the pending bill is not 
‘debatable except by unanimous consent. 


1 


1 


ti 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Corbett, Drake, 
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I supposed when we digposed |! 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. There is no question of it, 


The question is | 
on the motion of the Senator from Nevada, to | 


May 5, 


-o 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish tosay in 
reply to that remark, with the indulgence of 
the Senate, that there is not the slightest 
probability ofany such thing. The honorable 


| Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumser] hag 


prepared an amendment in the nature of a 
| substitute for the bill, on which I understand 


|; he desires to speak. 


Mr. CONKLING. Let me ask. my honor- 

Does he believe it 
is likely that extended debate will take place 

' on the franking bill? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think so. 


Mr. CONKLING. I beg to say to my hon- 


ators who do not speak to the merits of the 
question. So simple is the question that the 
i debate cannot be, I submit, very extended; 


and I have no idea that any member of the 
body wishes to debate it merely to postpone a 
vote. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Of course not. 

Mr. CONKLING. Especially l think I have 
a right to assume that as the question is within 
| very narrow limits, if we will only give our- 
selves to itnow, after it bas been taken up and 
: laid down so often, we can and we shall dis- 
| pose of it before we adjourn. I submit there 
can be no difficulty in doing it. 

‘Mr. WILLIAMS. . I undertake to say that 
if this bill passes in theshape in which it came 


. to us from the House of Representatives it will 
i beimpracticable for the Government to transact 


our | 


Edmunds, Flanagan, Fowler, Harris, Kellogg, Lewis, . 


MDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
ce, Sawyer, Schurz, Spencer, 
Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Warner, and 

| Widliams—25, 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Buckingham, 
Carpenter, Casserly, Chandler, Cole, Conkling. 
i gin, Fenton, Hamilton of Maryland, Harian, Howe, 
| Howell, Johnston, McCreery, Morton, Pool, Pratt, 
' Ramsey, Saulsbury, Scott, Sherman, Stockton. 
Vickers, Willey, Wilson, and 


Lipton, Trumbull, 
ABSENT—Messrs, Abbott, Browalow, Cameron, 


ermont, 


Yates—30 


Cra- © 


Cattell, Davis, Ferry, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, | 


Hamlin, Howard, Norton, Nye, Patterson, Revels, 
Robertson, Ross, and Thurman—17. 


So the motion was not-agreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
abolition of the franking privilege is before the 
Senate. eee 

` Mr. CONKLING. ` I hope we shall proceed 
, with it. l i ; i l 


i pone 
` parpose of proeéeding to the considération of 


ii the legislative, executive, and. judicial. appro- : 
:| priation bill, ae 
| Mr. RAMSEY. I shall call for the yeas and 


‘nays again on that motion. 
Mr. CONKLING. I ask for the yeas and 
` Bays: 2 an 
: The yeas and nays were ordered. 


| 


its business. It will be necessary to amend the 
i bill in order to enable the Government to trans- 
act its business, and those amendments will 
' necessarily excite more or less discussion. The 
i bill cuts off the franking privilege from every 
Department of this Government, and every 
person in the country, and provides no sub- 
stitute. 

‘My. RAMSEY, ` The Departments of this 
Government can pay their postage very readily, 
as well as any other expense that they incur. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Out of what fand ?- 

Mr. RAMSEY. The funds of the Depart- 
ments:: There is no difficulty on that. score 


at all. - 

' Mr. CONKLING. I desire: to ask a ques- 
tion of the Senator from: Oregon. ‘I ask him 
whether in his jadgment it is important that 
such a revision of the postal Jaws as this:bill 


i 


‘| makes necessary should be made in this‘ iden- 


` tical bill; whether it will not do perfectly well 


The bill for the © 


Mr. MORRILL, of- Maine. I move to post- |, 
the present and all other orders, for the — 
| general revision’ of the postal laws let us make 


Mr. CONKLING. I wish:to.say simply this : | 
|; if we are disposed toto so, before we leave our | 


| seats to-day-there is no difficulty in disposing | 


‘finally of the bill. for the abolition of the frank- 
‘ing privilege.: . Why should we mot do-it? : 


the motion. : 
a CONKLING. ‘This motion is debat- 
i able. ~ ages ave š H 
Mr. DRAKE. The: Senator from Maine 
moves to pass over the pending bill. -7 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is 
i not to pass over, but to postpone the franking 
bill, which is a debatable motion. . 

'- Mr. CONKLING. Ido not wish to debate 
| it further than to say that we can dispose of 
this bill once for all to-day if we will,- 


Mr. DRAKE. Debate is not inorder upon | 


|| sities of the country require. 


‘| putes to me, 


to make, as the chairman of the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads proposes to 
make; in a separate bill all those changes 
which the abolition of the franking privilege 
will entail? If so; then I'submit we may pass 
the bit}, pare avid simple, as it is, or make it 
‘better if we éatt; and then when we come to 4 


those changes which there has been ne difficulty 
ia makingin England; in Germany, orany where 
else where they wanted to make theny. `. 

_ Mr. WILLIAMS. When it is conceded that 
| if this bill becomes a law it will be necessary 
to amend it, I should like to know what haste 
there is about its enactment? The Senator says 
we may pass this bill and then aménd it in a 
general revision of the postat laws, admitting, 
of course, that this bill cannot stand as the law 
of the couritry. Now, sir, what assurance have 


‘| we if we pass this bill that we can agree upon 


the details of any bill revising the postal: laws 
of the country? ‘I think we ought. to: make 
this biH a law. that will be practicable before 
| we it, and not pass a ‘bill when we know it 

ought not to be the law, hoping at some futare 
| time to amend it and make it what the neces- 


|: Mr, CONKLING. | I beg to say to the hon- 
! orable:Senator that I did not say what he im- 
that this bill would requireamend- 
' ment. $ simply said that if the franking priv- 
 ilege were awept away, no matter by what bill, 
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of course in regard to other matters in the 
tal laws some legislation would be neces- 
sary. That is conceded. I did not say that 


this bill would require amendment; and I say | 


now, and | hope } shall not be tempted to vex 
the ears of the Senate again on this subject, 
that all we need do isto pass this bill precisely 
ag it is, not taking any effect until a day still 
distant, and in the mean time, in one of those 
bills which must inevitably be passed for other 
purposes, let us make those revisions. and 
changes in the postal laws which will be neces- 
sary. To assume that when we pass this bill 
we shall not adopt the appropriate measures 
to go with it I submit to the honorable Sena- 
tor ia entirely out of all reasonable question. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from New 
York assumed that when the franking privilege 
was abolished in England it was done pure 
aad simple as is now proposed here, without 
any accompanying weasures, He is entirely 
mistaken. 

Mr. CONKLING. I did not assume any 
such thing, 1 beg to say to the Senator. I stated 
quite the contrary. In Eng!and and Germany, 
and elsewhere, the requisite changes that go 
with it have been made with it, aad so the 
requisite changes can be made here. : 

Mr. SUMNER, [ understood the Senator 
to say they were made distinct from the aboli- 
tion. The Senator again will excuse me for 
saying that he is mistaken in assuming that 
there has been any abolition of what I would 
call the franking system either in France or in 
Germany. Has it ever existed in either of 
those countries? 

Mr. CONKLING. I did not say it ever had 
in France; bat I do say in Germany it was 
abolished. 

Mr. SUMNER. The franking privilege in 
Germany was left fora long time in the hands 
of the noble house, the Princes of Tour and 
Taxis, who originally had the whole postal 
franchise for all Germany; but I am not aware 
that the privilege was extended beyoud the 
heads of Governments. . It found no parallel 
to what I would rather call the system in Eng- 
land and in our own country. When the 


system was abolished in England it was done — 


upon inguiry, reasonably, with consideration, 
and in combination with other important 
measures, by which the whole postal service 
of the country was modified and changed. It 
was at that time that cheap postage, or peany 
postage, was established; and naturally, by 
avery natural process accompanying that great 
transition, the franking system disappeared. 
You have no such proposition before: you 


now. Itis proposed to abolish the franking . - 


system, pure and simple, without providing 
ai sabstitute, and mikon! giving to a 
ple an equivalent in c postage. In Eng- 
land that equivalent was sordei. They re- 
ceived the great boon of penny postage, one 
of the greatest boons ever vouchsafed to a peo- 
ple; and that was the consideration for the 
abolition of the franking system. 


Now, I have on the tablea proposition, which E 


T hope to move as a substitate for the pending 


measure whenever it conies up for eonsidera- | 


tion, having in it some of the same conditions 


which will be found in the English system. ` 


That is a measure to cheapen the postal ser- 


vice of the country, to simplify it, to facilitate | 
it, and at the same time to abolish the frank- ` 
ing privilege. I have a measure which I hope | 


is lo a certain extent, I will not venture to say 
ides seat but certainly more complete than 
18 raw 


franking system. 


The Senator from New York assumes that 


the pending question ean be treated by itself; 


that we may go on and vote ay or no for or. 
against the franking system. I have already ` 


given notice that I propose to move as a sub- 
stitute a broader measure, pro posing te cheapen 
the whole postal service of the country to 
simplify it, while at the same time we remove 
the franking system. -Shalt not that be consid- 


Proposition merely to obliterate. the | 


ered ; or shall we press to the absolute abolition 
| of the franking system without considering in 
‘| any way any substitute? 

l do not think the Senate is this afternoon 
disposed to proceed with the consideration of 
the broad question that is opened by this prop- 
osition; and I would say I am not. I did not 
anticipate that it could come up to-day, and I 
am not prepared with statistics and papers 
which, at the proper time, I shall have occa- 
sion to present. I think, therefore, we had 
` better proceed with the appropriation bill, and 

then in due time take up the bill of my friend, 
the chairman of the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, and proceed with its consid- 
eration. When we consider it let us mature 


Mr. CONKLING called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 80; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Cameron, Cas- 
seriy, Chandler, Cragin, Fenton, Flanagan, Fowler, 
Hamilton ot Maryland, Harris, Johnston, McCreery, 
Morton, Qsborn, Ross, Sauisbury, Scott, Spencer, 
Spraguo, Stockton, Sumner, Tipton, Trumbull, Vick- 


. ora, and Yates—26. 


it; let us not accept itin its present raw shape | 
and condition, but let us make it a measure | 


of mature legislation on which we are willing 
to stand before the country. Who is willing 
to stand on this measure alone without anything 
else? Is it worthy of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States? Is it worthy of this Chamber? I 
think, sir, it is for us to apply the corrective 


NAYS— Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Buckingham, 
Carpenter, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Drake, Edmunds, 
Harlan, Howe, Howell, Kellogg, McDonald, Morriit 
of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ram- 
sey, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, Schurz, Sherman, 
Stewart, Thayer, Warner, Willey, Williams, and Wil- 
son—:0. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Brownlow, Cattell, Da- 
vis, erry, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, How- 
ard, Lowis, Norton, Nye, Patterson, Pool, Kovels, and 
Thurman—16, 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
The VICE PRESIDENT, The question re- 


. curs on the motion of the Senator from Ver- 


to the haste of the House, and, considering this . 


whole question, to present a system which will 
be beneticent in its operation, 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. RAMSEY. Will the Senator give way 
to me for a moment? 


Mr. CAMERON. I think I would rather | 


not. 
of this day. 


we have perfected. 

a single step in the consideration of any one 

of them. 

not in acondition to-day tor legislation ; and I 

have always found that when the Senate, orany 

other large body so respectable as this always 
is, gets in that peculiar condition, becomes 
demoralized, to use the expression that was 

used in the Army, it was better to adjourn. I 

think tae Senate is demoralized to-day, and 

therefore I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Let us takeup something, 
sgo as to leave it as the untiaished business. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. As usual, we 

' seem to be wasting time. I therefore make a 
mation which is not debatable. I move to pass 
over the present measure. - 


; on the proposition of the Senator from Maine. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
- from Vermont submits. a motion which has 
priority under the new rule, which is, to pass 
: over the pending bill. 
| Mr. CONKLING. May I inguire, has not 
: that motion been voted upon without the inter- 
; vention of any business except a motion which 
. bas not yet been disposed of? 
i The VICE PRESIDENT. There 
: business and debate since.. The pendency of 
‘| this motion is business. 
Mr. CONKLING. Is that sufficient business 
; to allow of this motion being made again? 


i| ibis. 
| 


mae tly to. allow the motion to be made. 
i T. 
been sufficiently changed to renew the motion 
| of the Senator from Pennsylvania. I was so 
it impressed by his remarks and the propriety 
|| of .what he said-that I renew the motion to 

adjourn. ; l 
| TheVICE PRESIDENT. The intervening 
|| motion to pass over would justify a renewal of 


i| the motion to adjourn.. ; 
| - Mr. TRUMBULL. I make that motion. 

|: Thequestion being put, there were, onadivie- 
i ioi—ayes.27; noes 24. - : 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks ; 
The very fact that the pending motion | 
has been made since the motion to pass the bill | 
over might induce Senators now to vote to pass | 
it over. ‘The Chair thinks it changes thestatus | 


ROMBULL. I think the status has | 


Mr. Presideht, we have wasted the whole |! 
We have had before us three or |; . 
four very important questions, not oneof which | ?S 88 good as that of the Senator from Nevada. 


We have not progressed i anybody else’s, for the Senator from Missouri 


have been |: 


| 


mont, to pass over the pending bill. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I ask unanimous consent 
to make a remark. [''No!’? “Nol’'] 

Mr. STEWART. No; I was taken off the 
floor by this rule. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Ne- 
vada will not object, I know, if nobody else 


does. I wish to make an appeal to the Senate. 
Mr. DRAKE. I object to debate on this 
i| motion. 


vt 
1 


That makes me think that we are : 


Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Nevada 
does not object. 
Mr. DRAKIJS. I object; and my objection 
Mr. ANTHONY. Yes, sirs and better than 


will not give up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is 
not debatable. It is to pass over the pending 
bill. 


Mr. HOWE. I call for the yeas and nays. 


' . The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


taken, resulted—yeas 36, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Boreman, Casserly, 
Cole, Corbett, Drake, Edmunds, Flanagan, Fowler, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Harlan, Harris, Johnston, 
Kellogg, Lewis, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill 
of Vermont, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Rice, 
Robertson, Sawyer, Schurz, Spencer, Sprague. Stew- 
art, Stockton, Sumner, Thayer, Vickers, Warner, 
and Williams—36, 

NAYS~—Messrs. Anthony, Buckingham, Cameron, 
Carpenter, Chandler, Conkling, Cragin, Fenton, 
Howe, Howell, McCreery, Morton, Ramsey, Sauls- 
bury, Scott, Sherman, Tipton, Trumbull, Willey, 
Wilson, and Yates—21. 

ABSENT — Messrs. Abbott, Brownlow, Cattell, 
Davis, Ferry, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, 
{loward, Norton, Nye, Patterson, Revels, Ross, and 


. Thurman—i5. 


| Mr. SUMNER. Oh, no. Let us takea vote | 


So the motion was agreed to; and the bill 
was passed over. __ ; 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The next special 


' order is the bill (S. No. 810) to enforce the 


fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which is before the Senate. 

‘Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I move that all 
prior orders be postponed, with a view of taking 
ap the appropriation bill. S 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine moves that the present and all prior 
orders.be postponed for the purpose of proceed- 
ing to the consideration ofthe legislative, exécu- 
tive, and judicial appropriation bill. 

- Mr. MORTON. Let us stand by the bill 
before the Senate. ` 

Mr. STEWART. Let it remain there. We 
have had great tribulation in getting to it. 
Now let us hold on to it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. With the permission of 
the Senator from Missouri, I would like to state 
that yesterday we made a distinct agreement 
with the Senator from Maine that if he would 


| allow the Calendar to be proceeded with, after 


those bills that were upon the printed record 


i had been disposed of and we had disposed of 
| the entire Calendar, we should to-day take up 


the legislative appropriation bill. Never, since 
have been a me rmber of this body, has the 
Senate refused to give the floor to the Senator 


having charge of the appropriation bills when 


e demanded it, and I think it is treating the 


~. || Senator from Maine with great anfairness unless 
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we stand by the agreement which we made yes- 
terday. It was distinctly understood, no man 
objecting to it except the Senator from Min- 
nesota, [Mr. Rausry,] who said he would an- 
tagonize against it the bill to abolish the frank- 
ing privilege, and nothing else. That is what 
the Senate agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator , 


from Maine has moved to postpone all prior 


pro priation bill to-morrow morning and go through 
with it.” 


Then the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Ram- 
SEY] said: 

“Howcan we havesuch a general understanding?” 

Mr. Nye replied: 

“ What do you want to get up—that franking priv- 


fe ilege bill? 


orders forthe purpose of considering the appro- | 


priation bill, pending which the Senator from 
Massachusetts moves that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

‘The motion was not carried ; there being, on 
a division—ayes 14, noes 37. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope the Senate will 


proceed with this bill to enforce the fifteenth - 


amendment. Since it is up we may as well 
dispose of it. 
ily at this time as at any other period. The 
appropriation bill is bound to pass. 

ow, in regard to the arrangement s 
of by the Senator from Rhode Island, I was 
not a party to any such arrangement. I did 
not know of any such arrangement; but there 
was a strong vote in favor of letting the Sen- 
ator from Iowa [Mr. Hartan] perfect his bill, 
and there was a general understafding that 
that bill should be disposed of; but right in 
the midst of its consideration the Senate did 


poren 


| 


It can be acted upon as speed- .. 


not consider themselves so far bound as not to | 


take a Senator right off his feet and say they 
would not go any further. I do not think that 
we are under any higher obligation to the appro- 


priation bill than we were to the bill of the Sen- ; 


ator from Iowa. 
the matter under its control. It seems to me 
the fifteenth amendment bill being before the 
Senate had better be disposed of. : 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I simply wish to re- 
mark to the Senator from Nevada that his bill 
isa bill of— 
4 “So frightfal.mien 
. As, to be hated, needs but to be seen.” 

Mr. HOWE. In reference to the agreement 
of which the Senator from Rhode Island spoke 
just now I wish to say that I have acted to- 
day, all through the day, as if no such agree- 
ment was made, and my excuse for it is that I 
did not hear of any such proposition while 
this question was pending yesterday; but when 
a motion was made to postpone the Indian bill 
to take up the appropriation bill I called the 
yeas and nays on that. I think that was the 
motion. They were ordered.. Subsequently 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. WiLsow ] 
appealed to the Senate for its unanimous con- 
sent to take up and consider that bill, the bill 
moved by the Senator from Iowa. 

I heard no conditions aboutit. I simply rose 
and asked the Chair what would be the state 
of the Calendar if that was done; what would 
be the next order; and the Chair replied, ‘‘ The 
bill to abolish the franking privilege.’’ There- 
fore I made no objection, and I consented for 
that reason. I never heard a word about an 
agreement that the Senator from Maine should 
have the floor to-day. if I had understood it, 
of course I should have felt bound by it to-day. 
I state these things as my apology for having 
voted as I have this afternoon. I certainly 
never would recede fromany agreementsI make, 
or that I understand to have been made by the 
unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hold in my hand the 
Globe, which shows what did take place yes- 
terday, and I am bound to say although I was 
not present, that the Senator from Maine, in 
my opinion, is justified in asking that the 
Senate without discussion as to which shall be 
taken up shall takeup his bill. He had asked 
that that should be done then. 

_ Mr. Nye made a suggestion to the Senator 
from Maine: 

“ Mr, Nye. I wish to make a suggestion to the 
honorable Senator from Maine, whether, to get rid 
of this controversy, it would not be better to haye 
agoneral understanding that we tako up that ap- 


The Senate all the time has | 


| 


| sary to read here, 


! general consent and without a struggle to-morrow 


“Mr. Ramsey. That is just tho thing. The Senate ` 


has made it a special order.” 


Then there were a few words as to how 
many Senators were for it that it is not neces- 
Then Mr. Morri.y, of 
Maine, said: 


“ Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If it isthe general desire 


of the Senate to proceed with the Calendar, and by 


i can go on with the appropriation bill, I shall yield; 


i 
| 
i 


otherwiso I must insist on my motion. 
“Mr. Nyre. Ihave no doubt you ean. 
“Mr. RAMSEY. 
of tho committee that instructed me to report the 
bill abolishing the franking privilege, to ask that it 
shall be considered as soon as it comes up in order. 
As I stated before, nearly throc months ago it was 


made a special order, and the country is inquiring | 
: why the Senate does not respond to the House in | 
! regard to this bill. I feel it my duty, simply us tho 
| representative of my committee, to oppose the prop- || 

i is bill proposes |: 
| observed; but if you delay action upon it and 


osition of the Senator from Maine. 
to vote eighteen or nineteen million dollars out of the 
Treasury, and my bill proposes to save $5,000,000 a 
year to the Treasury. a 

“Mr. Nyg. The country is inquiring why it was 
ever introduced. 

“Mr. Ramsey. The country has answered that. 


Now I feel it my duty, in behalf | 
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A million of the people of the country have peti- | 


tioned for the passage of the bill. 
alr. 

* Mr. Morriut, of Maine. I am rather impressed 
with the idea that the Senate of the United States 
to-day would rather give its attention to the consid- 


eration of private claims than bills of a public char- | 


acter; and I will withdraw my motion, and take my 
chances with the Senator from Minnesota to-mor- 


row, 
“Mr. Sumner. Thatis right; now let us go on.” 


The result of that is, we may refine it as | 


much as we please, that both these Senators 
having charge of those two bills understood, 
and had a right to understand, that the only 
contest to-day was as to which of the two 
should be taken up. That was left open. Now 
the Senate has decided that it will not take up 
the franking privilege bill, and we are bound 
in honor, as I think, to take up the other. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is the way 
it occurred. 

Mr. STEWART. I think that explodes the 
whole idea of an agreement when a man says 
he will come the next day and take his chances. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Take his chances with 
one single bill, and upon a bill which we have 
passed over. ae 

Mr. STEWART. That has been set aside. 
He had a controversy with the Senator from 
Minnesota. If he was going to take his chances 
on any bill, if it was not a positive agreement, 
nobody is bound by it. , 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I rise to a question of 
order. I insist—— = 

Mr. STEWART. It isan agreement to have 
a private contest between two Senators. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
Oregon has risen to a question of order. 


Mr. WILLIAMS.. I insist there is no ques- | 


tion before the Senate for discussion, and we 
must proceed with the bill which has. been 
taken up. ‘ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair over- 
rules the point of order. 


Maine to postpone the present and all prior 
orders for the purpose of considering the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill; and the motion to poe pone is debatable, 
especially in regard to the bill proposed to be 
postponed. 

Mr. SHERMAN rose. 

Mr. STEWART. I have not concluded. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Nevada was interrupted by the question of 


order. : - 

Mr. STEWART. I desire it distinctly under- 
stood what amounts to an agreement here, 
because I never will violate an agreement. I 


il wish to know whether an understanding be- 


The question before | 
the Senate is the motion of the Senator from | 


YE. By order of the Postmaster General. ' 


May 5, 


| tween two Senators that they will antagonize 
their bills on the next day and take their 
chances is binding on the Senate, so that they 
| cannot press any other bill. Js such an uu- 
| derstanding and agreement binding upon the 
| Senate? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Itis ifthe Senate agree 
to it, as they did in this case. 

Mr. STEWART. Did anybody else say any- 


| thing in regard to it? Show any note of it. In 
|; the Globe we find a contest was agreed upon, 


: as to which bill should come up, between these 
two Senators. Was anybody else a party to 
:it? Does anything appear of that kind? It 
: does seem to me that we ought to proceed now 
i with the consideration of the bill to enforce the 
: fifteenth amendment. It is important that it 
should be passed at an early day before con- 
tests arise in the States. There are questions 
: of registration in California and Oregon, and 
| contests arising constantly in regard to it. 
| _ Mr. MORTON. Local elections all the 
time. 
| Mr. STEWART. Localelections constantly; 
i and if this bill is passed I am confident in the 
belief that it will enforce itself, that it will be 


: allow elections to pass on, the passions of the 
' people will become excited on the subject. 

[hey will be discussing it and taking their 
positions upon it. Let Congress declare at 
` once that it intends to enforce the fifteenth 
amendment in good faith, and that will put an 

end to all controversy. I believe this is as 
, importanta measure as any we have before us, 
: and it is important to have speedy action upon 
-it. There is time enough for the appropria- 
tion bill. I do not like to antagonize this bill 
against a bill of that character; but it seems 
to me we can spend a couple of days now on 
this bill and dispose of it this week. There 
| will be no difficulty in disposing of the bill to 
enforce the fifteenth amendment this week. It 


: can be disposed of and got out of the way, and 


| there is no trouble in doing it. Stick to it and 
follow my lead, and you will have it disposed 
of this week. There is no trouble in doing it. 
I will guarantee it; and I will not leave my 
chair while it is under consideration. 

Mr. SHERMAN.. I shall vote for the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Maine for a very plain 
| reason tome. He has charge of eight appro: 
| priation bills, bringing before the Senate all 
| the expenditures of the national Government. 


l! I know it is physically impossible for him to 


: watch these bills and stay with them, as he 
! must stay with them when they are taken up 


through day sessions and through night ses- 


‘ gions, unless the Senate. will allow him the 
| usual courtesy uniformly given since I have 
been a member of the Bonate to the person 
| who has charge of the appropriation bills, to 
: select his time for their consideration. I say 
i it is physically impossible for the Senator from 
Maine to sit by and see these bills through 
unless he has an opportunity to take them up 
in the order in which he desires to present 
them. ` 
Now, in regard to the bill to enforce the fif- 
teenth iseudineh it is well known that there 
is a very large party mejority here in favor of 
| it. We have it in our power to pass it; and it 
seems to me we ought.in this matter to defer 
to the Senator from Maine.’ 
| Mr: MORTON. Mr. President, I should 
like to appeal to the Senator from Maine on 
this subject for certain reasons. There is a 
| political necessity for the immediate passage 
of a bill to enforce the fifteenth amendment, 


| not because there is any doubt about the bill 


| passing this body ultimately, but there 15 a 
political necessity in the country, and there id 
a demand coming from -various directions to 
have a law passed to enforce this amendment. 
I am ready to take up the approprianon bill as 
the next measure to be considered, and I think 
it ought to betaken up; but I know of no bill 
now before Congress for which there is such a 
| strong political necessity as for this fifteenth 
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amendment bill. f ; 
will give way and allow us to pass It, with the 
assurance that we shall then take up the appro- 
priation bill and go through with it. aes 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Maine. 
‘The motion was agreed to; there being, on 


|! men fairly and give all the information I can. 
' This American citizen bought this wreck at a 


© upon it. 


a division—ayes thirty-one, noes not counted. ` 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (H. R. ` 
No. 974) making appropriations for the legis- | 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the | 


Government for the year ending June 30, 1871, 
is now before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. POMEROY. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. . 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 5, 1870. 
The House metat eleven o'clock a. m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
OKDER Of BUSINESS. 


Mr. KELLEY. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce a resolution for reference. 

Mr. BECK. . object toany unanimous con- 
sent. I asked to introduce a resolution yester- 
day inquiring why the writ of habeas corpus 
was refused by General Terry in Georgia, and 
it was objected to. 

Mr. PETERS. If I can get the floor I will 
move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. {ask unanimous con: 
sent to submit to the House a unanimous re- 
port from the Committee on Commerce, grant- 
ing an American register to a little shallop of 
twenty tons burden. ‘There can be no ojection 
toit. It is now lying rotting in an American 
harbor. ; 

Mr. BECK. A gentleman who puts himself 
up here as a general objector must make him- 
self odious in the House; ahd I shall therefore 
object no further. 


` IMPROVEMENT OF RONDOUT HARBOR. 


Mr. VAN WYCK, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution (H. R, No. 283) 
appropriating $100,000 for the improvement 
of the harbor at Rondout, on the Hudson river, 
in the State of New York; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. i 


SCHOONER CAVALLO MARINO. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to report from the Committee on Com- 
merce a bill (H. R. No. 1956) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register to 
the schooner Cavallo Marino, a vessel now 
lying in the harbor of Indianola, Texas, and 
owned. by Samuel Marx. The two Commit- 
tees on Commerce, of the House and the Sen- 
ate, have met and had a conference on the 
subject of granting registers to foreign-built 

` vessels under peculiar circumstances. In this 
particular case this schooner was libeled and 
sold as a wreck found floating in the Gulf of 
exico upon the American shore. It was sold 
bythe United States marshal for $150, and the 
purchaser has put $1,500 worth of repairs in 
American materials and American labor upon 
it. She is but twenty tons burden, and I hope 
there will be no objection to it, 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is not this the pioneer 
for larger cases which are to follow? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope no man will be 
80 suspicious as to imagine this little bill has 


een put forth as a pioneer or as a pilot-boat |; 


for larger cases.to come in this session. We 

ae passed already two or three cases like 

_ Mr MAYNARD. Upon the same strong 

statementa as the gentleman from Illinois now 
es, 


Mr. NIBLACK. The gentleman from Illi- 


,, demand the previous question. 


| tion, 
| Committee on Commerce. 
' that the Secretary of the Treasury and other | 


: further explanation. 


. Treasury officials who have examined this mat- | 


' a vessel an American register when it was pur- 
; chased from Canada, A great number of per- 
| sons in the city of Erie in my district who have 


| see that the committee have reported in favor of 


l of the country. 


| register to a foreign-built vessel when she has 


I hope my friend from Maine || nois is good-natured and does not object; but 


Linsist that he shall not be further interrupted. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. _ [like totreatall gentle- 


| 


public sale for $150 and spent $1,500 in repairs |; 
The law of 1856 authorizes where |; 
repairs to three fourths of the value of a wreck |: 
have been put upon it the owner shall þe- 
entitled to a register. 

Mr. ALLISON. Who objects? | 

Mr. INGERSOLL. No one, I hope. I- 


Mr. CALKIN. Ishall object unless I have | 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Iwill answer any ques- 
This is a unanimous report from the | 


I further answer, || 


ter recommend that an American register be | 
issued to this schooner. The committee di- 
rected me unanimously to report the bili and 


: ask the House to pass it. 


Mr. CALKIN. The gentleman is so good- 
natured I will not insist on my objection. 

The bill was received, and read a first and 
second time. ! 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Before the gentleman |; 
calls the previous question I desire to be per- | 
mitted to say a word, The citizens living along 
the borders of fhe lakes separating Canada 
from the United States have always been. in 
the habit of dealing with the Canadians in the 
buying and selling of vessels. Latterly the 
Committee on Commerce have refused to give 


made conditional purchases of Canadian-built || 
vessels have been refused American registers | 
by the committee. Yet every little while they :, 


giving an American register for some foreign- || 
built vessel on the Atlantic coast, or in some . 
other part of the country, and then they write | 
to me to know why this committee or this | 
House will not give to them the same privileges | 
that they are giving to citizens in thier parts į 
I know that when such a : 
register is given there is almost always some ; 
specialty pleaded. Iam asking the commit- 
tee to report several bills which I have intro- 
duced for the granting of American registers, 
and I desire that they should apply the same 
principle to all such applications; that they 
should grant all or none. I desire that citi- | 
zens who live along the borders of the lakes and 
who wish to buy Canadian-built vessels shall | 
have the same privileges as citizens in Texas | 
or in Maine have with respect to buying foreign- 
built vessels. The committee never report bills | 
of the class which I have introduced, and yet | 
every little while the owners of some favorite 
little ship like this come forward and ask for 
an American register, and for some reason or 
other obtain it, their case being made a spe- 
cialty; and when this is done every gentleman 
representing districts along the lakes is written 
to and asked by his constituents why they can- 
not get these privileges; why Citizens of Texas 
or Maineshould be granted an indulgence which 
is refused to all the balance of the people? , 
What I desire is that we should have a uniform 
rule. Let the Committee on Commerce report | 
a general law, that all may have an equal | 
chance. 

Mr. BENNETT. I ask the gentleman from 
Illinois to allow me to say a word or two. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Ido not think that I can 
pel to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. ` 

ENNETT.| { want to reply to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. ScorieLp.] I will 
state to that gentleman that the Committee on 
Commerce have not agreed toa single bill 
which provides for the issuing of an American 


become the property simply by purchase of an ;; 
American citizen. No bill of that kind has || 


been reported to the House, and no such bill 
has been passed during the last two years. 

may state further that by the law of 1856, which 
was a general law, any foreign-built vessel 
wrecked in American waters might be libeled, 
condemned, and sold, and repaired by her pur- 
chaser in any American yard; and provided 
the repairs amounted to three times as much 


‘as the original purchase-money, then the 
Secretary of the Treasury was authorized to 


issue an American register. In this case the 
Secretary of the Treasury would have issued 


i the register, if he had been satisfied that the 


little shallop had been built in a foreign coun- 
try. It was required at the Treasury Depart- 
ment that the purchaser of the shallop should 
show affirmatively that she was a foreign-built 
vessel, although she was sailing under the 
Mexican flag at the time she was wrecked, 
and although there was no evidence whatever 
that she had been built in the United States. 
After a full and thorough examination the offi- 
cers of the Department were satisfied that she 
was a foreign-built vessel. There was noroom 
for the suspicion that she was built in the Uni- 


. ted States, and therefore she comes absolutely 


within the provisions of the law of 1856. I 
demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. BENNETT. I move to lay the bill on 
the table. 

The motion to lay the bill on the table was 
not agreed to. 

The main question was ordered ; and under 
the operation thereof the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the thir 
time, and passed. 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


COMPENSATION IN ELECTION CONTESTS. 


Mr. PAINE, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1957) regu- 
lating compensation in cases of contested elec- 


| tions; which was read a first and second time, 


recommitted to the committee, and ordered to 


| be printed. 


HENRY BARTON. 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, by unan- 
imous consent, the Committee on Military 
Affairs was discharged from the farther con- 
sideration of the petition of Henry Barton, 
praying for a pension; and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 


Mr. KELLEY, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
referred, under the law, to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Treasury Department five hundred copies of the 
bill revising the laws relating to the mints, assay 
offices, and coinage of the United States, together 
with the accompanying report of Jobn Jay nox, 
Deputy Comptroller of the Currency. 


CAPTAIN DAVID BEATTY’S COMPANY OF SCOUTS. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, by unanimous con- 
sent, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported back, with au amendment, the bill (H. 
R. No. 1899) for the relief of Captain David 
Beatty’s company of independent scouts. 

The bill was read. The preamble recites 
that David Beatty, of Fentress county, Ten- 
nessee, did, on the 25th day of January, 1862, 


' organize a company of independent scouts, 
. numbering one hundred and two men, includ: 


ing himself, as captain, and his first and second 


.. lieutenants; that the said company was on con- 
' tinuous duty, engaged in the work of suppress- 
. ing the rebellion, from the date of its organiza- 

. tion until the Ist of June, 1865, serving under 


the orders of the commander of the army in 


; Tennessee; and that the said company was 


never legally mustered into the service of the 
United States by any properly authorized mus- 
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tering officer, and neither the officers or privates | Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 


have ever received compensation. The bill 
provides that the organization referred to in 
the preamble shall be recognized as a part of 
the military forces of the United States engaged 
in suppressing the recent rebellion, and the 


members thereof, on making proof of actual | 


service, are declared to be entitled to the same 
pay and pensions as though they had been reg- 
ularly mustered into the service of the United 
States as cavalry. . 

The amendment reported by the Committee 
on Miltary Affairs was to add to the bill the 
following provisos: 

Provided, That there shall be filed in the War 
Department a roll of said company, which shali.he 
sworn to by the captain and two lieutenants of said 
company: And provided further, That each soldier 
on applying for payment under this act shall be re- 
quired to make oath as to the length of his servicein 
said company. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. : 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORGANIC LAW OF COLORADO. 
Mr. CULLOM. 


month or two ago a bill was passed by the 
House, reported from the Committee on the 
Territories, amendatory of the-organic law of 
Colorado Territory. lt went to the Senate, 
and there amendments were put upon it and 
it came back here. On my motion the amend- 
ments made by the Senate were non-concurred 
in. By a mistake of the Clerk, through inad- 
vertence, the bill was engrossed as if the amend- 
ments of the Senate had been concurred in. 
The bill has 
been approved and signed by him. 
this statement to the House, 
what can be done. 

Mr. 
Journal show? 


Mr. CULLOM. Just what I state, that the ` 


amendments were non-concurred in, and there- 
fore the bill did not teally become a law. I 


desire’ to state further that on consultation | 


with the Delegate from the Territory I am 


willing, if it can be done, that the amendments | 


ghall be regarded gs concurred in, and that, by 
wnanimous consent, the bill shall remain agit is. 


Mr. SCOFIELD, That, of course, is so now. i considered, and adopted: 


The signature of the 


Speaker covers everything 
back of it. a -> 


mistake would be by regular process of repeal, 
A mistake of the Clerk, or any mistake in any 
of the intermediate stages of the bill, does not 
affect the validity of the enactment, provided 
it has received the signatures of the Speaker 
of the House, the President of the Sénate, and 
the President of the United States: 
g TICE METER. — soft nok, 
- The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following communica- 
tion: | : is 
se TREASURY DEPARTMENT,, - 


OFFICE OF SECRETARY, ` 
May 5, 4870. 


Sir: I bavo the honor to request the House of | 
Representatives to return to the. ‘l'reasury Depart- | 


tient the communicéations of the Secretary of the 
Treasury relative to tho * Tice meter,” together 
with the report of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue upon the same subject. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfally, &c., 
GEORGE S. BOUTWELL, - 
; Secretary. 


Hon. Jaurs G. BLAINE, Speaker of the House of Rep- 


wresentatives, Washington, D. C. . 


. The SPEAKER. Thepapers mentioned in 
this communication have beet referred to the 


) I desire to make a state- : 
ment for the information of the House. A| 


one to the President, and has 
I make | 
I do not know |: 


FARNSWORTH. What does the. 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


i and that the same be referri 


to be printed. If no objection be made the 
committee will be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same, and they will be 
returned to the Treasury Department. 

No objeotion was made; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

J. E. AND D. E. BAILEY AND A. D. DENNEY. 
Mr. BENNETT, by unanimous consent, in- 


troduced a bill (H. R., No. 1958) for the relief 
of J. B. and D. E. Bailey and Alonzo D. 


Denney; which was read a first and second _ 


time, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


INVALID PENSION BILLS. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, by- unanimous consent, ' 


submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted : 


Resolved, That the evening session of Thursday, ` 


May 12, be devoted to the consideration of reports 
from the Comwittec on Invalid Pensions. 


UVGH ALEXANDER. 


a 


the room. No person has ever been placed 
in charge of the room, and anything left there 
is altogether insecure. This appointinent ig 
not to oblige the Chair, but for the purpose 
of obtaining security for that room. 

Mr. PETERS. [ would inquire if personal 
effects have not been stolen trom that room 
this session? 

The SPEAKER. There have been, in two 
different instances. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. CAKE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

RECLAMATION OF DESERT LANDS IN UTAN. 


Mr. HOOPER, of Utah, by unanimous con- 


sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1959) granth 


© ing lands to aid in the reclamation of desert 
' lands in the Territory of Utah; which was read 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask unanimous con- 


sent that the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
be diseharged from the further consideration 
of the petition and papers in the case of Hugh 
Alexander, late captain company G, one hun- 
dred and ninth Pennsylvania volunteers, pray- 
ing the passage of a bill granting him the 


. arrears ot pay due him up to the time of his 


discharge from the service of the United States, 
to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 


No objection was made; and it was ordered | 


accordingly. 
CLAIM OF MRS. ELLIOTT. 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, by unanimous |. 


which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


- Resolver, That the Sceretary of War be instructed 
to return to this House the papers in reference to 
the claim of Mrs. Elliott, of South Carolina, for res- 


: toration of property taken during the war. 


CEMETERY AT HARPER’S FERRY. 
Mr. McGREW asked unanimous consent to 


its regular order, a joint resolution (S. R. No. 
72) providing for the repair of the inclosure 
of the cemetery at Harper’s Ferry, West Vir- 
ginia, for reference. 


No objection was made; and accordingly the | 


‘| consent, submitted the following resolution ; |. 


u first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
various votes by which bills and joint reso- 
lutions had been referred or recommitted to- 
day; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD submitted a similar motion ` 
in reference to references and recommitments 
ordered by the House yesterday ; which was 


, agreed to. 


CIVIL SERVICE. 


© Mr. ALLISON. Icall for the regular order 
of business. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order being 


. called for, the morning hour will now begin, at 
: twelve minutes to twelve o'clock, and the first 


business in order is resuming the consideration 


of House bill No. 1854, to regulate the civil 
` service of the United States, on which the gen- 
_ tleman from Indiaga [Mr. Nipiack] is entitled 
have taken from the Speaker’s table, out of - 


joint resolution was taken up, read a first and | 


second time, and referred to the Committee ji 


on Military Affairs. a 
J. R. BRADY AND OTHERS. 


Mr. POTTER, by unanimous consent, sub- | 
mitted the followingresolution; which was read, | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of Stato be requested 


ii to communicate to this House the papers in his De- 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would inform 
the gentleman from Illinois that the only possi- | 
ble way of reaching the result of correcting the | 


partment in reference to the claim of J. R. Brady, 
and others, against the Government.of Venezuela. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. ROGERS. I call for the regular order 
of business. TA ET Re 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the House 
now adjourn. ; i y 
` Mr. INGERSOLL. F'hope not. There is a 
quorum present, and we may as well devote 
to-day to the consideration of public business. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 


MESSENGER FOR SPEAKERS ROOM. 
Mr. CAKE, from the: Committee on. Ace 
counts; reported the following resolution: - 


Resolved, That a messenger be stationed in the 
Speaker’s room, from April 1, at $3 60 per day. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair desires to state, 
lest this may be considered a matter personal 
to himself, that the Speaker’s.room or parlor, 


on the floor of this Hall, is now, as of right it | 


ought to be, a reception room for those ladies 
who are entitled to the privilege, ladies be- 
longing to the families of members, &c., and 
the Chair is very desirous, of course, that it 
shall continue to be used for that purpose; 


but if so used it is necessary that some person | 


should be stationed there to have charge of 


| soldier. 
his stand-point is better than any I can make. 


to the floor for ten minutes remaining’of his 


| time. 
| Mr. NIBLACK. I yield for a moment to 
! the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Perers.] 


Mr. PETERS. I ask leave to have printed 
in the Globe, as supplementary to my speech 
of yesterday, a letter which 1 have received on 
the subject of the civil service from a crippled 

The argument which he gives om 


The SPEAKER. ` If there be no objection, 
the letter will be ordered to be printed in the 
Globe... ; 

There was no objection. - 

The letter is as follaws: |. 


=- Wasuinaton, D. C., May 4, 1870. 
Drak Sip: In yesterday’s Star I read over what 
was said in the House in reference. to the civil 
service bill introduced by Mr. JENCKES, and from 
remarks made by yourself take the liberty ofaddress- 
ing you, that you may see the gross injustice that 
would follow the passage of this bill, at least to a 
certain portion of not unworthy men who have been 
fortunate enough to secure a Government position 
here—those who haye shown. themselves to be men ' 
on the field. I will cite my own case, but do not 
doubt but many more are in the same situation. 
My enkistment in the United States service dates 
22d July, 1862, when I was seventeen yearsof age. 1 
entered the Army in spite of all remonstrances of 
both parents and friends; and why? Because I felt 
it only my duty todoso. Iremained with my com- 
mand nearly two years, when (under Grant) I was 
severely wounded. One leg (not foot) was taken 
off, and the other was left hanging to me in a really 
critical condition. From these wounds I recovere 
but slowly, and can never again recover my health, 
being confined to my room for eighteen manths af- 
terward; and it was over two years betore these 
wounds were healed. During this period of time I 
suffered death itself a thousandfold, so far as known 
to this world; and if this was not for my country, 
then for whom? ree at 
This **bill” contemplates unquestionably the re~ 
examination of those now in the civil service, an 
what would be the result in my case? I have only. a 
common-school education, poarly enough at, that; 
am married; have purchased property in this city 
(under the firm belief that my tenure of office was 
to be good for the present Administration) which is 
not quite half paid for at this date; am a Repub- 
lienn; going, in 188, tomy native village, nearly five 


1870. 
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nadred miles distant, to voto for Grant and Colfax; 
Das clerk am punctual in attendance, discharge the 


Dusiness assigned mo with as much conscientious- | 


nesa as a man can, and for efficiency would be per- 
fectly satisfied with the report of my superiors in the 
office, I will also add that during the past two and 
a half years I have not smoked a cigar or pipo, nor 
have I used tobacto in any form, and that no spirit- 
uous liquors have been drank by we—beer, or any- 
thing known by the name of “drinks,” unless it be 
milk and clear water; and yet, sir, the provisions 
contained in this bill are such as would insure m 
removal from ofica, I feel that I could protest bot 
loud andstrong against tho adoption of such a meas- 
nre, but my votce would be of no avail. It is doubt- 
ful whether this bill would securo any better, more 
competent, or moro reliable men. Mr. JRNCKES 
acknowledges that it affects the minor officos cole 
This being the case, where is the good result? It 
is certainly uot the miner officers that are draining 
the publie Treasury; it does not come within their 
power, beyond the compensation paid them. 

It is not talent. it is not an extensive knowledge 
ef books, that makes up the good clerk; it is more 
adaptavility than either, Alen having a finished 
education aro looking for samething higher than a 
Government clerkship, though they may accept ono 
for a stepping-stono; but, under such circumstances, 
do they do or intend to do as would the man who 
sought for the place because he felt himself compe- 
tent to fill it and intended to gain an honest liveli- 
hood thereby? ‘hero are clerks who have a colle- 
siate education, They favor the bill because it ia to 
their interest todo so; but their services, rendered 
asclerhs, are in many, many instances much inferior 
to those who cannot make the boast of such a course 
of study. To the above facts, each aad every one, 
Tam willing to affirm on honor; and I devoutly hope 
the hill in question will never become a law. o 
may need reorganizing, bat this is not the correct 
moins operandi, I believe, at least, a provisoshould 
be added, securing to such honorably ischarged sol- 
diers as have lost a leg oran arm in the United States 
service, now in the Government employ, retention 
during good behavior, and ao long as their services 
equal the amount of compensation reecived by them, 
This would not suit many other employés, but, sir, I 
think we have dearly earned a distinetion of this 
kind. It would be a fool indeed who would swap 
places with a man who is crippled for life; nogetting 
over it, net for a day or an hourcven; never again 
permitted to be himself. A A 

I submit this, sir, for your consideration, and trust 
you will make further inquiries into the workings 
of this bill; and it would be a gratification, a decided 
relief to many soldiers, to see a clause of some such 
nature as indicated above appended to the bill now 
under agitation. I ask as a favor that you preserve 
this letter, and [will try and learn your address, for 
the purpose of speaking with you. Being a soldier, 
I consider it my privilege to address a member from 
any State, as I fought for no State in particular, but 
for the whole United States, 

Very traly, yours, . 

A UNITED STATES CRIPPLE. 
Hon. J. A. Peters, M. C. from Maine. . 


Mr. NIBLACK. Mr. Speaker, I regard the | 
bill which we are considering as a rort-of com- | 


plement to the tenure-of-office act, which was 
20 prominent before the country two years ago, 
which caused so much popular exeitement, 


which was productive of so much embarrass- | 
ment to the executive branch of the Govern- 


ment, and whieh has been since modified and 


substantially repealed by Congress. .In my ` 
opinion all the objections so forcibly urged ` 


against the tenure-of-office act are applicable, 
toa greater or less extent, to the bill under con- 
sideration. By this bill the executive branch 


of the Government, and. indeed all other | 


branches of it that are invested with any ap- 
pointing power, are left in the possession of all 
the power they have heretofore had in refer- 
ence to appointments to office, while it tends 
to abridge their authority with respect to the 
removal of officers and to circumscribe to some 
extent the number of persona from whom the 
telections may be made. So far as I am able 
to ascertain, the bill will have no other practi- 
cal result, 
„The bill leaves in the Executive the same 
iscretion at present exercised as to who shall 
a epPointed, Under its provisions, if liter- 


yovernment might be made from one of the 
States of this Union, because it provides that 
persons who pass the most creditable exam: 
mation shall beentitled to preference in receiv- 
88g appointments. I do not believe that those 
Controlling the present Administration, ner do 

Ope that any futare Administration, would 
undertake to practice a literal conformity. to 
the provisions of the bill, if by so doing polit- 
ical opponents should receive appointments in 
Preference to politieal friends. Ne party, a8 


J followed, all the appointments under the | 


partiesarenow organized in this country, wonld 
feel itself compelled to do this by any law per- 
mitting any discretion whatever with reference 
to appointments. This bill would simply en- 
able the persons controlling appointments to 


evade responsibility where they did not want | 


to assume it, while they would assume respons- 


rbility when they saw proper to do so from |: 


any personal or party considerations. In other 
words, it would enable them to do by indirec- 
tion that which they now do direetly. . 

So far as my observation has gone all these 
pretendon examinations -connected with the 

epartments (and we have them now) are but 
means of enabling the Departments to select 
from among their friends those who suit them 
best without saying in so many words, ‘ We 


select this man because we prefer him, and we ` 


reject the other because we de not like him.” 
Nobody regards the rejection of an applicant 
or nominee by one of these Departments as 
any indication that the person is disqualified 
for the discharge of the duties of the office; 
auch rejections simply signify that the exam- 
ining board from some cause, either because 
they do not papper to admire the personal 
appearance of the applicant or because they 
are not much in love with the gentleman nom- 
inating him, or from some other eapricious 
motive, choose to get rid of him in a way which 
allows the applieant no relief, but only inflicts 
: upon him mortification and annoyance. 

Sir, it may become just as important uoder 
this bill to have somebody to examine the com- 
missioners as to have an examiuation-of those 


appearing before them. If we have a faithful | 


Execative, firm, resolute, and determined, be 
caa accomplish all that this bill seeks to ac- 
complish, ‘There will be no efficiency in the 
machinery put in motion by the. bill. 3o that, 


sir, I regard it. merely as a means of embar- | 


fassment to any administration, without any 
corresponding benefits to result so far as I am 
able to ascertain. I think if the bill shall 
become a law you will find the friends of the 
Administration whom those in power desire 
to have appointed will still be appointed, and 
: you will find means will be resorted to to get 


:» rid of obnoxious persons in some way orother | 


notwithstanding the provisions of this bill. 
Even if you should make the bill much more 
stringeat on the subject of removal there is 
such a process knows as ‘“‘ freezing out’’ per- 
sons who are not desired to be kept in office. 
If nothing else can be accomplished men can 
be driven to resignation, which is as effectual 
a mode of getting an officer out as the exer- 
cise of the power of removal. . 
' , I am assured by gentlemen familiar with the 
several Departments of the Government that 
the provisions of this bill, if rigidly and hon- 


at least three. hundred persons in one of the 
Departments alone, maimed soldiers and men 
; who served during the war, more or less de- 
| fenseless persons, having claims upon the Gov- 
: ernment, who are able to perform the clerical 
duties required of them acceptably, but who 
: could not come up to the standard required by 
| these gentlemen from schools and colleges, or 


| There is no necessity for any snch thing as this; 


| longer. het ae actos 
| i ae MAYNARD. How mach time have I 
ti left? negad : sakes re 

| Tbe SPEAKER. Eleven minutes. 

| Mr. MAYNARD. 

| Mr. MORKILL, of Maine, Mr. Speaker, I 


; do not know it is necessary for me to make any 


i thought I should like to speak. at. some. con- 
j| siderable length on.this important bill. -I am 
"Ret in. sympathy with the principle or the 


| redeeming quality to correct the evils of which 
| it:complains. i ; 


i! estly enforced, would require the rejection of ` 


| pass examination by the class of men clearly . 
| contemplated as examiners under this. bill. | 


i and I will net, therefore, hold the floor any |. 


I yield to the gentlemaa 
from Maine [Mr. MonrILL] for three minutes. - 


; extended remarks, although I have sometimes ` 


| details of the bill, I do not believe it has one | 


. In the first place, so far as the clerks of the 
Government are concerned, they have now to 
undergo an examination into their literary 
qualifications. I have no doubt they would 

i| examine into the honesty or laziness on the 
| part of those who are employed as clerks in 
l| the various Departments of the Government if 
they had the power sò to do. The efficiency 
of the clerical force in the various Departments 
of the Government may be secured now as the 
` law defines and specifies at the present time, 
and that is to have the heads of the Depart- 
ments have the control of all matters in the 
Departments over which they preside. I know 
the grand difficulty in all the Departments, 
for I have been a clerk in one of these Depart- 
' ments myself. I am perhaps the only member 
upon this floor who has been a clerk here. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I did not know the gen- 
tleman had been a clerk, and I yield to him 
two minutes longer. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, I have been a 
nominal clerk here in one of the Departments, 
and know the difficulty in the way of parifying 
the clerical service. All the clerks in all the 
Departments have got there under the infin- 
ence of some member of Congress—some Sen- 
atoror some Representative—or some essential 
or im portant personage inthe Government, who 
: has recommended certain individuals for their 
' positions. They have gone into the clerical ser- 
vice perhaps under an examination, oftentimes 
' without; and by the exercise of favoritism on 
_ the part of the examiners, sometimes those who 
| have been essentially qualified to fill the elerical 
position to which they have been recommended 
have been discarded simply because they wished 
to put in others not so well qualified. Such is 
the case, although the law is as stringent asit 
can be made under the gentleman’s bill. 

The great difficalty in purifying the service, 
so far as the clerical force is concerned, is that 
' where a man has been found to be incapacitated 

for the position to which he has been assigned, 
and he is notified his services are no longer 
required, the Senator or Representative who 
placed him there says to the Secretary, “ This 
, man must be-retained.’? Now, sir, if Repre- 
sentatives and Senators will just act upon the 
principle “hands-off,” and allow the Depart- 
| ments to control their own clerical force, they 
| will have accomplished a great deal in the pari- 
| 


fication of the service, and place the clerical 
force, so far as that is concerned, and perha 
| every other department of.the civil service, in 
| a Satisfactory position. i . 
{Here the hammer fell. ] ano 
| Mr. MAYNARD. I now yield fora min- 
; ute to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
i Covope. ] 
: Mr. COVODE. Mr: Speaker, I have. only 
asked one minute for the. purpose of stating 
‘ very briefly the reasons why I am disposed to 
vote against this bill, or to vote to lay it on the 
table. In the first pare I look upon it as an 
attempt to establish an aristocracy of office- 
holders, and to follow in the lead of the Govern- 
ments of Europe, disregarding the voiee of the 
people who are instrumental in putting the men 
. in power who coutrol the public offices. I further 
object to the bill because inits operation it is 
calculated to ignore the claims of the disabled 
| and wounded soldiers, to whom we are bound 
by the strongest possible obligations to give the 
ii preference in filling those offices. It would 
furnish an excuse to the men who. may be 
| appointed as examiners to reject the soldier 
i when under other circumstances he would get 
the office to which he is entitled. I further 
object to the bill because it would relieve the 
. Administration of the responsibility of running 
the Departments. The result might be that we 
might find the Departments ran against the 
|| Administration for the time being in office, who 
| ought to have the responsibility of the manage- 
| ment of tre Departments. — = o, 
< Mr, MAYNARD. Mr, Speaker, I will only 
|| add a word to what has been said. Suppose 
i this-bill bad been the law in 1861 when Mr, 
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Lincoln came into office, and he had found 
this council of four men standing between him 
and his appointments, those familiar with the 


condition of things at that time can readily see | 
| and at the close of my remarks I shall move 
i: to recommit the bill and all the amendments 


what the unfortunate result might have been. 
I am appealed to by many gentlemen to take 


the sense of the House upon the bill; and I ` 
|: minutesof my time to the gentleman from New 


therefore now move thatit be laid on the table. 

Mr. JENCKES. I hope the gentleman will 
not make that motion, or that at least he will 
withdraw it, to allow me an opportunity to 
reply. I propose, at the close of my remarks, 
to move to recommit the bill. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Along with such amend- 
ments as may be offered? 

Mr. JENCKES. Yes. I propose to have 
all the amendments printed and committed 
with the bill. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Then I withdraw my | 


motion. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire 
time, to offer an amendment, which I send to 
the desk to be read for information. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


On page 2, line three, after the word “ commis- 
sioners,” insert the following: “two of whom shall 
be women.” 


Mr. KELSEY. I renew the motion to lay 
the bill on the table. i 
has already been consumed upon it. 

Mr. JENCKES. I hope the motion will be 
voted down. 

Mr. KELSEY. I demand the yeasand nays 


on my motion. 
Mr. JENCKES. Very well; let us see who 
want to cut off debate. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. Before the question is 
ut, I wish to inquire whether this is a vote 

tween tablin 

Mr. JENCKES. Itis. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I think there can be no 
harm in recommitting it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 42, nays 104, not voting 
81; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Asper, Ayer, Biggs, Bird, Buck, 
Cake, Cleveland, Amasa Co b, onner, Covode, 
Dickey, Dickinson, Getz, Gilfillan, Hamilton, Harris, 
Heflin, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Kelsey, Mayham, May- 
nard, Mercur, Milnes, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, 
Niblack, Orth, Packard, Peters, Reeves, Shanks, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, William J. Smith, Stiles, Swee- 
ney, Tyner, Van Tramp, Van Wyck, Wilkinson, 
Wiliams, and Winans—42. 


YS— Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arnell, | 3 
rS. Beck. Bennett, on, Blair, | such measures as these for the purpose of de- 


Banks, Beaman, Beck, Bennett, Benton, Blair, 
Booker, George M. Brooks, James Brooks, Buckley, 


Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Cessna, Churchill, |; 


‘WilliamT. Clark, Sidney Clarke, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Coburn, Conger, Cowles, Cox, Cullom, Degener, 
Dixon, Donley, Dox, Duval, Eia, Farnsworth, Fer- 
iss, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, Hale, 
ooper, Jenckes, Alexander H 
Ketcham, Knapp, 
ridge. Lynch, McCrary, McGrew, McKee, 
zie, McNeely, Eliakim H. Moore, 
William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, O’Neiil, 
Paine, Peck, Perce, Phelps, Potter, Randall, Rice, 
Rogers, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Schumaker, Sco- 
field, Shober, Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, Worth- 
ington C. Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, 
Stevenson, Stokes, Stone, Stoughton, Strickland, 
Tanner, Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, Trimble, 


Jones, 


Up- 
son, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wells, | 


Wheeler, Whitmore, Willard, Eugene M. Wilson, 
Winchester, Witcher, and Wood—i04. 

NOT VOTING— Messrs. Adams, Archer, Arm- 
strong, Atwood, Axtell, Bailey, Barnum, Barry, 
Beatty, Benjamin, Bingham, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, 
Barr, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Cal- 
kin, Cook, Crebs, Davis, Dawes, Dockery, Dyer, 
Eldridge, finkelnburg, Fox, Garfield, Gibson, Gris- 
wold, Haight, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hamill, Haw- 
kins, Hays, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, Holman, Johnson, 
Piatt, Poland, Pomeroy, Porter, Prosser, Ridgway, 
Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, 
Laflin, Logan, Marshall, McCarthy, Metormick, 
Morgan, Morphis, Munegen, Negley, Packer, Palmer, 
Roots, Sanford, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, John 
A. Smith, Stevens, Strader, Strong, Swann, Taffe, 
Twichell, Van Auken, Van Horn, Ward, William 
B. Washburn, Welker, John T. Wilson, and Wood- 
ward—81. : 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
table. ; 

During the roll-call, ; 

Mr. SCOFIELD stated that Mr. Anmstroxe 
had paired for the day with Mr. Houmay. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG stated that he had 


Mr. Bıxonam would have voted ‘‘ay,’’ and he 
(Mr. FINKELNBURG) “no.” 
The result was announced as above recorded. 
Mr. JENCKES. Irise to close the debate, 


pending to the committee. I now yield five 
. Hampshire, | Mr. BENTON. ] 


e 
Mr. BUNTON. Mr. Speaker, I regard the 
vote just taken as no indication whatever of 


i the sense of the House on the merits of this 


bill. As I look upon it, the motion to lay the 
bill upon the table after it has been assailed 


| by its opponents through a long period of 


i discussion without giving the gentleman who 


‘| reported the bill an opportunity to reply, was 


at the proper | 


I think sufficient time "' 


: hardly fair play, and for one I voted against it, 
although I am opposed to the bill. 


remedy all the evils with which the body-pol- 
itic is afflicted by maladministration or mis- 


This bill is offered as a grand panacea to : 


, management of the civil affairs of the Govern- ' 


to accomplish the ends for which it is recom- | 


| 
| ment. And, sir, I consider it wholly inadequate |; 
| 


‘mended and which its mover 
i believe it is adequate to accomplish. It was 
, said by one of the wisest statesmen that ever 
adorned the annals of this country that the 


qualifications for office were honesty, capacity, | 


and fidelity. These are the three grand 


| terions that should be applied to every indi- 


vidual who is selected -and appoinga to any 
important office. Now, this bill seeks to pro- 


vide for securing one of these qualifications | 
Its aim is to secure edacational qualifi- |, 


only. 


rofesses to | 
| introduced a bill which I believe will lead to 


| 


cri- ; 


cations of the highest degree; and I undertake | 


the bill and itting it? to say that no board which can be constituted 
e bill and recommitting iti < by any appointment under this Government 


can have the means under the provisions of 
this bill of ascertaining whether a man is com- 
petent to fill an office possessing the first and 
most essential qualifications, that of honesty 
or integrity. He may be one of the best schol- 
ars from our public schools and yet be utterly 
wanting in the essential elements necessary to 
constitute a faithful officer. He may not pos- 
sess the requisite qualification of honesty. He 
may not be faithful. His habits may be such 
that he might be entirely unfaithful ifappointed 
to office. 

| Now, would any business man having charge 
| of an important business think of adopting any 


Hawley, Hay, Hoar, f 
Kelley, |: 
Knott, Lash, Lawrence, Lough- |: 
MoKen- | 
Jesse H. Moore, | 


paired on this question with Mr. Bixewam. | 


termining the qualifications ofthe men heshould 
employ? Would the agent of any large cor- 
pan appoint a board to examine the men 

e may desire to employ in his business? 
Would: any competent business man adopt 
such a utopian schemeas this? I take it, not. 


cases—and I might say that it is almost the gen- 
eral rnle—those individuals that graduate from 
our schools with the highest: honors have the 
least capacity for the practical common busi- 
ness of life. And so it would prove in regard 
to public offices, I apprehend. You may go 
into any Department to-day and you will find 
that the difficulty is not the want of educational 
qualifications. The difficulty is in the want of 
integrity on the part of the appointees. 

Now, the gentleman ‘seeks to ignore entirely 
the principle laid down thatan Administration 
that has been elected tọ power shall have the 
opportunity to surround itself with its friends ; 
not on the principle that ‘to the victors belong 
the spoils,” but upon the principle that the 
Administration shall appoint to sustain its 
measures those friendly to it and desirous to 
render itsuccessful. Now, I regard this scheme 
as a cunningly devised one for the poros of 
| keeping them out of office unless they Pao 
‘to a particular, select, favorite class, and o 
! keeping men in office who have once secured 
i positions. E 
The bill provides that 


a man shall ‘not be 


Now, the qualifications for office in the public | 
service are just the same, and nothing more | 
or less, as the qualifications required for the | 
various business departments of life. In many | 


turned out of office if he can sustain himself 
against the charges that are preferred against 
him. Now, the gentleman who reported this 
bill voted in favor of the repeal of the tenure- 
of-office act, so as to give to the President of 
the United States the sweeping power to re- 
move every one from office without assigning 
any cause or reason whatever, and yet he would 
take from the heads of Departments who have 
the charge and the responsibility of adminis- 
tering the public service the power to decide 
whether the men under them shall be in sym- 
pathy with the Administration. I undertake 
to say that no Administration can ever come 
into power except by a political party; thatno 
Administration can sustain itself in power un- 
less it has attached toit thesupport of political 
friends. That principle this bill utterly ignores, 
and I repudiate it as wholly impracticable. 
Here the hammer fell. } 

r. JENCKES. I will now yield to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KeLLer] 
for one minute. 

Mr. KELLEY. I cannot say much in one 
minute. But I want to thank the gentleman 
from Rhode Island [Mr. Jenckes] tor having 


one of the most vital and essential reforms of 
our Government that can be projected. Asa 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means 
I have listened to testimony from all classes 


‘of men, public officers, importers, travelers, 


i vice of the Government. 


and others, and on no point was the testimony 
more entirely concurrent than that the frequent 
changes of officers, dependent upon mere polit- 
ical influence or character are alike destruc- 
tive of the revenues and the general good ser- 
This change cannot 
be made without some great difficulties. Isee 
the hammer about to fall, and having given in 
my adhesion to what seems to be so unpopular 
a cause in this House I will take my seat. 

Mr. JENCKES. I am not disappointed at 
the reception which this measure has met with 
in this House, for I have frequently said, what 
I wish to reiterate here in the presence of my 
associates, that I believe if any two hundred 
and twenty-eight men were selected by lot 
throughout the United States, you would find 
fewer among the men so selected who would 
oppose this measure in some form than you will 
find among the two hundred and twenty-eight 
members who now compose this House. That 
opposition arises from the defects of the present 
system, which this measure in part seeks to 
remedy. And I wish to have that evil stated, 
and the proposed remedy considered fairly and 
met squarely, so that if anything is to be done 
or is not to be done the people may know how 
their Representatives view a proposed reform 
of this nature. 

I take the testimony of the gentleman from 
Maine Hag Morritu] as to the extent of this 
evil. He has placed himself upon the stand, 
and I ask no better evidence concerning the 
condition of the service. in the Departments 
here. He speaks from experience, and I hope 
the country will give his remarks due weight, 
as I do. . 

But the evil to which he refers is but a small 
part of ‘that which we seek to remedy. The 
Government loses little by the negligence or 
even by the dishonesty of the clerks employed 
in these Departments; thatis simply buta waste 
of time and the money paid to them. But the 
loss is in the laziness, indifference, incapacity, 


4 and dishonesty of the twenty odd thousand who 


handle the public money. And to that portion 
of the public service this remedy should be 
applied. I'wish the House and the country to 
know that this measure is not aimed at these 
Departments. It is aimed to reform the great 
civil service of the country, and to save to the 
tax-payers of the country the milliona that 
now go-into the pockets of thieves and their 
associates and confederates. ; ‘ 
I wish to meet the arguments against this 
bill which have been made here; to meet them 
one by one, and see how they will bear the 
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test of diecussion and examination. In the 
first place, I address myself to the gentleman 


as we know we do, millions every month by the 
misconduct and inefficiency of our public offi- 


from Tennessee, [Mr. Maywarp.] He says | cers in that place, shall we say that to reform 


this is a measure to remove officers one long 
step from the people. Sir, let me ask, what 
chance have the people now to gain admission 
to these minor offices? Who ever obtains an 
appointment except through some political or 

rsonal influence? Who of the thousands of 
men wishing to serve their country can go up 
to the doors of our custom: houses or of the 
Departments bere, and say, ‘‘ I am qualified 
to perform the duties required here; teat me 
and let me try;"? who can go up and say that, 
and obtain admission there, even by showing 
that he possesses the greatest merit? Every 
one knows that would be impossible; and this 
bill proposes to break the barrier that now 
stands in the way of the people; to throw the 
doors open, so that the competent may enter 
and the faithful be retained. If that is remov- 
ing offices further from the peaple then 1 cer- 
tainly misunderstand the scope of the measure 
I have proposed. 

The gentleman says it is impossible to carry 
this bill into effect on account of the number 
ofexaminations, The gentleman certainly did 
not do justice to his own experience when he 
made such a remark as that. Does he not 
know that the largest school can be examined 
inaday? Are not all the colleges in the land 
examined in four days? 

The gentleman entered into a fanciful cal- 
culation to show that thirteen years in one 
aspect and seventy-five in another would be 
required for these commissioners to perform 
their duties. Why, sir, the gentleman over- 
looked the fact that the commissioners are to 
examine only those who apply hereafter; they 
are not to take in band the force now in office. 
This disposes not only of this objection, bat of 
several objections made by those who followed 
the gentleman in this debate. This measure 
takes effect upon the business of the country 
as itis; and as vacancies occur they are to be 
filled by those who are found most meritorious. 
For the future the Government is to go into 
the labor and skill market, saying, ‘‘ We want 
the best we can get for our money.’’ This is 
the meaning of the bill in this aspect. 

The gentleman says that it is no flourish 
of rhetoric to say that this is the best Govern- 
ment the world ever saw. I agree with him. 


glorious and magnificent upon the earth; yet 
that did not prevent his degenerate successors 
from making it aden of thieves. Have we not 
ci a civil service tarned to the same vile 
uses 

Let me remind the gentleman from Maine 


[Mr. Perens] who followed the gentleman : 
from Tennessee that he misstates, it he does | 
not misunderstand, the duties of these commis- | 
siouers. They are to have no appointing power, , 


no control over the Departments ; they are not 
by the mere fact of their creation to regulate 
admissions or rejections. They are not heads 


of the powers which the Constitution says Con- 
may confer on the heads of Departments. 
ey simply, by their labors, enable the Presi- 
dent to see that no rogues, thieves, or incapa- 
bles enter the public service, and enable the 
heads of Departments to weed out those who 
may have gained admission. ‘This is the 
extent of their power and authority, nothin 
more. - ' 

The gentleman says this is a task too great 
toundertake. He asks, ‘‘ Who can reform New 
York?” Certainly if the Government of the 
United States cannot reform its part of New 
York, its public offices in that city, it had better 
abdicate its duties. Because the task is great 
should we refuse to undertake it? If so, letus 
abandon our places. 1 admit the task is great. 

e have to contend with one of the greatest 
Sources of corruption that exists in this coun- 
try. Bat because the task is great the greater 
18 our daty to perform it. While we are losing, 


i| this commission. 
of Departments, norare they clothed with any | 


: those offices is a task too great to be under- 

‘taken? The Government may as well abdicate 
which admits that its corruptions are too form- 
idable to be extirpated. Sooner or later it 
must yield to them and be overthrown. 

The gentleman says it would not do to apply 
this to the offices as they now are. I do not 
propose to do that ; but looking around in these 

epartments I find a good many reasons why 
the gentleman from Maine should he opposed 
to the bill, as also gentlemen trom New Hamp- 
shire. I find that in the Treasury building 
there are as many employés from the States of 
Maine and New Hampshire as there are from 
eighteen other States. J am prepared to give 
the list. There are one hundred and sixty-nine 
officers from these two States with eight Rep- 
resentatives, and but one hundred and sixty- 
seven from eighteen States with eighty-two 
Representatives. Here is a vast preponder- 
ance of reasons in favor of these gentlemen 


kee ing tiing as they are. 
Mr. ETERS. In reply to this personal 


li be, or to 


we find it to be the merest shadow. It is no 
more than this: that because the Constitution 
authorizes Congress to confer the appointing 
power upon heads of Departments as to such 
inferior offices as may be established by law, 
that therefore Congress has no right to declare 
what the duniinestions for such offices shall 

escribe the class of persons from 
whom they shall be filled ; in other words, that 


| although the offices must be established by act 
! of Congress, and their duties defined by such 


act, yet because the same act confers the ap- 
pointing power upon some Secretary, the ques- 
tion of qualifications for those dutics cannot be 
considered by Congress ; that this clause in the 
Constitution amounts to a prohibition upon 
Congress against defining the qualifications, 
while it may define the duties of the minor 


‘ officers whose appointment it may authorize. 


‘ allusion, the gentleman will allow me to say | 


that I have in the Treasury Department but 
one appointee. All the appointments charged 
< to my district were made by my predecessor. 
i I never want to make another appointment, 
and [ hope I shall never have an opportunity. 
| Mr. JENCKES. I wasabout to refer tothe 
| gentleman’s statement that he did not wish to 
| have any patronage. 
| Mr. ELA. As the gentleman has referred 
, to New Hampshire, I wish tosay that only one 
appointment has been made by me daring the 
three years of my service as a member. 

Mr. JENCKES. If these gentlemen do not 


whether the appointees do not control them. 
Bat [ was somewhat surprised that the gen- 

| tleman from Maine, in his. sary Peon descrip- 

: tion of how the President would carry out the 


‘| was so busy to obtain the repeal of the act 
which prevented the chief importer of the 


|, country from becoming Secretary of the Treas- 
The temple erected by Solomon was the most | 


ury. A change has come over gentlemen since 


that time. Has this question of patronage any- 


thing to do with it? : 

Mr. PETERS. Allow me, in a matter per- 
sonal to myself, to say that I never used any 
influence to have Mr. Stewart retained as Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

Mr. JENCKES. I state only a fact which 
was within my personal knowledge. I make 
no imputations and draw no inferences. 

In replying to the remarks of the gentleman 


| from Ohio [Mr. Brxncuam] I shall not waste ; 


t 


time upon what he has said about the cost of 
The few thousand dollars 
which he figured up as its total expense will be 
more than covered by the fees from candidates, 
and if the equally fanciful estimates of the gen- 
sleman from Tennessee are to be adopted, the 


hundreds of thousands of dollars. But both 
calculations are unreliable and fallacious. 

The gentleman falls into the same error as 
thegentleman from Maine, [Mr. PETERS, ] when 
he says that these commissioners exercise or 
control the appointing power. ‘They merely 
find fit persons. for the appointing power to 
be exercised upon. But whatever the power 
proposed to be conferred upon them may be, 
the gentleman says that it cannot be per- 
formed under the Constitution. ‘It conflicts,” 
he says, ‘with the spirit, if not the letter 
of the Constitution of the United States.’ 
If there was the ghost of a constitutional 
question lurking anywhere within this bill it 
would be discovered by the gentleman from 
ii Ohio. But when we march squarely up to it 


| provisions of the bill, should cast a fling at the ; 
| 
| 


excess of receiptsover expenses would be some 


The statement of the proposition is its own 
refutation. The innate absurdity of it provokes 
ridicule rather than argument. ‘The con- 
temporaneous and continuous construction 
from the day of its adoption to this hour,” 
says the gentleman, shows the conflict of this 
bill with *‘ the spirit of the Constitution.’’ 
Have Congress, then, been wrong when they 
have declared that their judicial and legal offi- 
cers shall be ‘‘meet persons learned in the 


; law,’ from the first judiciary act which author- 
i ized the appointment of the Attorney General 
' and the district attorneys down to the bill which 


| has just passed the House eorganizing the law 


department? Under what hallucination were 
these hasty and ill-considered remarks about 
the insufficiency of the constitutional powers of 


' Congress over offices and the incumbents of 


: offices which exist only by its volition, uttered 


control these appointments it may be aquestion |. 


in the heat of this debate? The great ex- 
pounder of the Constitution in this House, 
who delights to tell us that to himself in great 


| part the authorship of the fourteenth and fif- 
| teenth amendments is due, must give more 
‘ thought to the propositions of constitutional 


| Chief Magistrate of the nation, at the head of '; 
our party, when nearly a year ago he was so | 
urgent on this floor to increase the salary of | 
the President-elect, and early in this Congress ' 


law he puts forth if he would continue to pre- 
serve our respect. The question of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] ex- 
posed the fallacy of the position of the gentle- 
man from Ohio. 

The clause in the Constitution authorizing 
Congress ‘‘ to make regulations concerning the 
land and naval forces’? to which the gentle- 
man from Ohio referred was made necessary 
because the President had been made by an- 
other. clause Commander-in-Chief of these 
forces, and would thereby have the exclusive 
power of making such regulations, if it had not 
been expressly reserved and conferred upon 
Congress. It was a means of subordinating 
the military to the civil power. But no such 
clause was needed with regard to civil officers, 
which are but the creatures of the laws of Con- 


|| gress, and who are at all times within its 


control. 

I pass now to the singular speech of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin, (Mr. Parne.) He has 
printed morethan he spoke; but in ail that he 
has printed there is but a single approach to 
an idea, and that is that the responsibility for 
the character and conduct of subordinates rests 
upon the heads of Departments, and that we 
must hold them responsible. Tobe sure he is 
responsible, and we must hold him so. Your 
Secretary of the Treasury must be responsible 
for a collector in New York; but what can he 
personally know of every collector's qualifica- 
tions and capacity? It is all beautiful in theory, 
this idea of responsibility in the chiefs, but 
those who have reflected upon the subject have 
discovered its fallacy. Have we not tested it 
sufficiently to ascertain its utter worthlessness ? 
Was it not done in the attempted impeachment 
of Andrew Johnson? 

The machinery by which this ideal responai- 
bilityis to be enforced is too cumbrous and un- 
wieldy to be put in motion in time to be of any 
effect. What prevented Andrew Johnson from 
sending one of his pets down to New Orleans 
as collector for a period sufficiently long to 
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enrich himselfand his confederates, whose nom- 
ination was never expected to be confirmed, and 
with whose frauds and peculations the Govern- 
ment have been busy ever since? He defied 
the remedy of impeachment for such acts. The | 
officers’ terms have long since expired, and 
money was stolen and cannot be recovered; 
the people must suffer the loss, and this isthe 
whole of this fanciful responsibility of superiors. | 
. But true and just responsibility in all officers, 
is what this bill seelia to enforce. It enables | 
the President and heads of Departments to 
find out whether candidates are fit for the 
places they seek, and whether those in. office 
are fit to be retained. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin misreads, or 
rather reads backward every provision of: this 
bill. He andertakes to state a proposition which 
he says is contained in it, ahd then quotes a sen- 
tence ag sustaining his view of the proposition, 
when in fact it stateg exactly the reverse. ` 
But the sophistry and its refutation go forth | 
together. Jither he misunderstands the mean- | 
ing of the language I have used with, much | 

i 


care, or I do, . Let those who read judge. I. 
will not stop to answer such pretense of argu- |: 
ment, Itis not worthy of refutation, or even |; 
of respectful consideration. i 
But the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Nis- | 
Lack] meets my proposition in a fair, manly, ` 
and straightforward manner. He acknowledges ‘| 
his adherence to the maxim that to the victors |: 
belong the spoils. He favors no restrictions |i 
upon the President or heads of Departments in |; 
the making of appointments. The party that |! 
wins should have the offices; a clean sweep 
and no favor, is his creed. He opposes all 
“ tenure-of-office’’ ‘bills, all restrictions upon | 
the diseretionary appointing (and removing) | 
wer of the executive chiefs. He does not | 
lievein any improvement of the eivil service. | 
Its evils are owing to erriag human nature, the 
circumstaaces of the time, the demands of ' 
party, the necessities of administration. 
. L can respect an honest and manly opponent 
who plants himself squarely npon these propo- 
sitions, which are in direct antagonism to those 
which I maintain. It is for the purpose of 
taking these minor offices out of the turmoil 
of politics, and of protecting the faithful incam- | 
bents from the chances and revyeuges of polit: | 
ical change that. I bring this meaaure before : 
the House and the Ameriean people.. The offi- : 
cers who transact the rowtine basiness of the |; 
Government, those who keep its records, whe. : 
preserve its archives, who keep its accounts, | 
who assess its taxes, who collect its revenues, ! 
who disburse the public moneys, should be pro- 
tected from all the consequenees of. political 
agitations. Far down in the sea, it is saidy the 
waters ardalways still, and the business-of these. 
offices is transaeted far below the surface-cur- 
rent of party. If there is any portion of the | 
power of the Government outside of the judi- | 
cial power ‘whieh should be- protected from | 
police! agitation, it is that. which is executed | 
y. these subaltern clerks aad. revenue officers. 
These subaltern offices and their incumbents: 
should not be tossed upon the; angry. waves 
of party, but should be, i£ none others are; | 
anchored ia. still water... whoa co 
.. I mean no disrespect. I east no slur: upon 
the meritorious persons in the eivil serviee of: 
the United States by what I say: . While-the 
great body are respectable, we all know that 
there are many in that service .whe taint. ita 
character. The worthy have: to puffer for the 
coaduct of the unworthy. , No worthy person 
in that service imagines that I medn dny dis- 
respect to him. have been laboring for 
years to make that service respectable end to 
secure permanence in office for the meritori- 
ous, while, at the same time, this taint. may he 
removed, this’ stain wiped. away, and the foul 
uleer of corruption. be cut out and wholly ex- 
tirpated. And I know that. I have the sym- 
pathy ofevery honest and honorable man inthe 
gervice. 4 . 
. Shall we attempt to make a reform is the || 


: itate to ask consideration for it at all. 
; has been tried and found valuable in the expe- |! 


| comprehended and. destroyed asa whole. 
; cannot be mastered by an attack in part or in 
| detail. 


' malignant political diseases. 


| the: House and to the country, ‘* If you have | 


question? I present this bill in its broad scope, 
to invite discussion, not to prevent it. I care 
not whether the principle be applied to all the 
Departments of the Governmentor to only one, 
so that it be fairly tested. Ifit were a new 
invention or discovery of mine, I Hoal hes- 
at it 


rience of all civilized nations, and I have the | 
hope that it may be tried with advantage here. 
We have not invented or discovered all that is 


There are many things in the executive 


in our own. 

The remedy may seem to be cumbrous, but 
the evil is vast, and must not be nibbled at, but 
It 


It may be impaired by favoritism or | 


| partisan feeling. I regret that I am obliged | 
| to say that nothing in governmental science : 


can wholly escape the blighting curse of these , 
Yet in a great 
degree their virulence may be mitigated and 
their evil consequences lessened. The remedy 
now offered has been found the most effectual 
of any heretofore discovered or devised. It 
may be attacked by those who are interested 


‘| in perpetuating the means by which this pecu- 


lation and thievery can be made profitable, and 


tions among clergymen, or any other class of 
men? 

Mr. JENCKES. Iwill answer the gentle. 
man’s question. The subject he alludes to ig 
one which I have investigated. The proportion 
is as ten to one. Hundreds of these defalca- 
tions of Government officials are never heard 
of. Men who have plundered the Government 
quietly slide out of offices which they have 


- occupied, and are never prosecuted. 


| useful either in government or in administra- | 
' tion. 
i and administrative departments of other na- . 
| tions that we may study and copy with benefit 


F ere the hammer fell.] 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour hag 
expired. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to proceed to 
business on the Speaker's table. 

Mr. JENCKES. I appeal to the gentleman 
to waive his motion for a little while. I desire 
only about ten minutes more, and we may then 
dispose of this matter by recommitting the bill. 

' The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from 
Rhode Island asks unanimous consent to pro- 
ceed for ten minutes. The Chair hears no 
objection. 

Mr. JENCKES. Gentlemen have argued 
this matter as if no one were interested in this 
reform or in this subject except members of 
this House and these subordinate employés of 
the Government, who are mainly nominated 
by members of this House. Isubmit that there 
are millions who are interested in it. Is not 


| every tax-payer interested when he knows that 


it may be criticised unfavorably by the thieves’ `: 


advocates. But this kind of opposition fur-. 
nishes the best evidence of its merits. f 


' T Phe notion has been again brought forward 
‘ in this debate that this bill proposes to create 


an aristocracy. Ihave several times before 
exposed this bugbear. Who would compose 
this dreaded aristocracy? Who bat the in- | 
gpectors, tide-waiters, light-house keepers, ' 
gaugers, Department clerks, messengers, and | 
assistant assessors and collectors? A formi- | 
dable array, indeed, and one likely to subvert 
the liberties of the country, whose humble de- | 
pendants they are! Not a hundred. of the offi- | 


cers within the scope of this measure receive | 


over $2,500 a year, and the great. majority 
less than $1,200.: The queens of this aris- | 
tocratic’ society, I suppose, would be found | 
among the ladies-who count money in the; 
Treasurer's office, or who make copies in the 
Post Office and Patent Office at $900 a year. 
What a fearful,: nay terrible aristocracy to i 
plant among the institutions of a representa- | 
tive republic! Butthe subject is too ludicrous i 
te be- pursued in this grave debate. ‘The op- 
ponents of thia -mensure are at liberty to make | 
tree use of this: ‘‘sristocracy’’ argument.. 
The evils in the present system are.ad mitted, 
ahd it ig-testifted on all-sitles that they resultin | 
great: lòss to the Government. 
hand tbe objections to the remedy are all tech- 
niesi.: I have not heard a single gentleman 
attack the prineiple of:this measure. I have 
read through the debate of yesterday with great | 
care, and I do not find a phrase or a line which 
fell from: the ips.of ‘any of the gentlemen here 
attacking the principle-or decrying the end and 
purpose of this:measure. All that was said 
simply attacks the details. - ‘Those details may 
be modified. if necessary; by consultation with 
the dxeeutive department, or otherwise, so that 
some measure may be evolved: which shalt 
begin to. penetrate and: destroy this great: evil. 
Bat while gentlemen decry the: details, it is to 
he observed that no-one has proposed any other 
remedy.- If there-is such a remedy I should | 
like: to. hear. ite It may be better than this, 
andaf. so I would gladly aceept it. Iam not 
wedded to this or that form. -I simply say to 


anything better to offer than 
it;. if not, tey this.” ` - 

Mr. ELA. I wish to ask the gentleman a 
question. -He has talked of the defalcations of 
men in office. I would ask him if the propor- 
tion of men in office who plunder the Govern- 
ment is. gteater than the proportion of defec- ! 


this, we will take | 


On: the other | 


$50,000,000 of our revenue is either not col- 
lected or is wasted? Do they not pay-higher 
taxes on everything they eat, drink, or wear to 


: make up for the money thus stolen or lost? 
; Are not the people interested in keeping away 


from the public crib those who come to it 
merely to feed and not to serve? Are they 
not interested in seeing that the public reve- 
nues are not consumed by idla, incapable, and 
inefficient persgns, or stolen by the dishonest? 
I say they are interested. ` 

There is not a lumbertian wielding the ax 


| in the woods of Maine who is not interested 


i faithfal. 


in having honesty and fidelity in every fiber of 
this Government. There is not a fisherman 
on our seas, sailing by St. George’s banks, or 
those of Newfoundland, ` 

‘Bent grimly o'er his ‘straining lines or wrestling 
, with the storms,” : ' 
but is interested in knowing that the public 
affairs are honestly, ably, and faithfully cared 
for at home. There is not a farmer now driving 
his plow through the cold soil in our northern 
States who does not at times stop to think 
whether the public servants are dutiful and 
There is no planter watching his 
crops in the cotton lands or rice lands of the 


- South; no miner delving among the Sierras ; 


no herdsman tending his herds on the plains 
of Texas; no shepherd guarding his: flocks 
among the mountains and atong the hill-sides, 
who is not interested: inthe subject we now 
have before us. They work with nature ; their 
return is what God's blessing gives to faithful, 
working and waiting and watching and tending 
and guarding. Upon them at last fall all the 
burdens by which this Governmentis sustained 
and the nation lives. > ` tage 
Is it nothing to this vast multitude of honest 
workers and toilers and delvers that their bur- 
dens of taxation are increased by the incapa- 
city and dishonesty of those whom they pay 
liberally for service and protection? Is it 
nothing to ‘hese millions who are wresting a 
anty subsistence from the reluctant elements 
y daily and nighty toil, that those and those 
in their pdy who are watching the chances 
for what are called ‘‘ pickings and stealings’’ 
around our great custom-houses and through- 
out our internal revenue? Is it not a matter 
of thought with them that there are hundreds 
and thousands’ fastened on to our revenue 
service in both branches who have attached 
themselves to it, not to serve and collect, but 
to waste and steal? ; ee. g 
I for one believe that this is a matter 
which goes straight to the hearts of the people. 
Others as well as myself have for the last -few 
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ars been writingand speaking upon this sab- | 
T and what oh have said has not fallen | 
unheeded. The nation has been set to think- 
ing upon this question. The seeds of thought 
have fallen upon good soil. The relations of 
the public servants to the Governmentand their 
duties and responsibilities are better known and 
conside There are few among the workers 
in this nation who are not watching to note 
what action this Congress may take upon this 
subject. But whatever may be the sentiments 
of members here, if their action be adverse to 
this great reform, I appeal from the Represent- 
atives of the people against that action to the 
American people themselves. I believe that I 
know that they are always desirous of having 
faithful and efficient public servants, and that 
they are not slow to bestow upon them honors 
and rewards. I believe that they wish to seein 
every Department of the public service men 
who are faithful, diligent, and honest. I do not 
think this isa matter to be brushed away lightly. 
Wherever there has been an opportunity to 
speak the people have spoken one unanimous 
voice—throngh the press, which reflects the 
popular mind. Whereverand however expres- 
sion has been given to the popular thought, or 
where thought has been given to this subject, 
there has been commendation of a measure of 
thiskind. Icare nothing about details. Wipe 
them all away if you choose. Bat while the 
magnitude of the evil is admitted, and while a 
remedy is believed to be possible, give us some | 
measure which will be a stand-point from 
which the enemy ean be attacked and destroyed. 

I do not think tha: any Department of this 
Government can long afford to have charges 
of what I may call cadetship scandal brought 
against it year after year; and the exercise of 
the present mode of appointments is simply 
the exercise of cadetship appointments upon 
a large scale. It is a source of corruption in ; 
every way. There is nothing honest, faithful, ` 
or manly about it. I hope to live to hear its ` 
death-knell sounded. If I have a minute left 
I yield it to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
ScHENcK. | 

Mr. SCHENCK. ` Mr. Speaker, I only want 
this minute from my friend from Rhode Island 
for the purpose of putting myself upon record 
in connection with this bill of his. I have © 
watched the great ability and patient labor : 
with which he has so long prosecuted his pur- . 
pose of bringing about a reform in relation to | 
the civil administration of the Government; | 
and I desire, for one, to thank him for that 
labor. Ifthe bill should be recommitted he 
will take it back for consideration of the vari- | 
ous suggestions that have been made in refer- 
ence to its details ; but before it is thus recom- ` 
mitted, having no time to present any argu- 
ment, as oceasion to do may hereafter arise 
upon the general subject embraced in his prop- 
osition, | wish to say, for one, that he can | 
hardly put the bill in any shape whatever, so | 

hat he preserves the principle of it, in which 1 | 
will not give it my hearty support as the initia- | 

tion of a salutary and much-needed reform. | 

Mr. JENCKES. I now move that the bill | 
and such amendments as may be pending or | 
offered be recommitted to the committee and | 
printed. y | 

Mr. ARNELL. I desire to offerthe amend- | 
ment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
gimend in section twelve by striking out all after, i 
the word “act,” in the third line, down to the word 

and,” in the tenth jine, as follows: “‘Andthe heads | 
or the several Departments may, in their discretion, 

esignate the offices in the several branches of the 


| 

i 

| 
Civil service the duties of which may be performed | 
y females as well as males, and for all such offices i 
i] 


females as well as males shall be eligible, and,” and’ 
inserting in lieu thereof the words “ without distinc- 
tion of ex.” 
„ 10 the thirteenth line strike out all after the word | 
aforesaid” to the end of the section, as follows : 
ind the names of those recommended by the ex- 
Stiners shall be placed upon the lists for appoint- 
ment and promotion in the order of their merit and || 
qiocrity, and without, distinction other than as | 
Oresaid, from those of mate applicants or officers. |! 


| 
|| Mr, LOUGHRIDGE. I offer the following 


i of M 
; tection. of the American flag, was an outrage which 


amendment: 


After the word “grade,” in line elevon of section 
three, insert the following: , 

Provided, That in making appointments to such 
positions a fair and just distribution shall be made 
to each State, in proportion to its population, when 
there aro applicants of sufficient merit, qualifica- 
tiona, and ability, even although to make such equal 
distribution the general order of absolute prece- 
dence on the list shall be waived. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I desire to offer the 
following amendment: 

Amend section seven by striking out of line seven 
the words “found guilty of such” and inserting in 
lieu thoreof the words “so charged with.” i 

Strike out in line eight the word *shali” and 
insert in lieu thereof the word *‘ may.” 

Mr.O’NBILL. I move to strike out section 
four, providing for a fee of five dollars to be 
paid by each applicant for examination and a 
fee of ten dollars for each certificate of recom- 
mendation. 

Mr. TOWNSEND. I givenotice that I will 
move to amend this bill by striking out the 
proviso of the eighth section. 

The proviso was as follows: T 

Provided, however, That said revoeation and can- 


cellation shall not take effect if said officer demand 
a trial upon charges to be preforred against hiw in 


. the manner preacribed in this act within thirty days 


from the time of being served with notico of such 
revocation and cancellation, unless he shall be found 
guilty upon his trial of the misconduct orinetiiciency 


i 


. part of Congress 


| 
| 


and the Paraguayan Government in h 


Messrs. Bliss and Masterman, and the separatin 
himself from them in the streets of Asuncion, an 
leaving them in the hands and at the mercy of the 
Paraguayan authorities, was a serious compromise 
of the American flax, and coatd not be justified upon 
any consideration of personal safety ; and that Min- 
ister Washburn, in justice to his position and the 
honor of his flag, ought not to have accepted his pass- 
port until permitted to withdraw with every member 
of his legation. 

Kesolved, That in the hostile or unfriendly atti- 
tudo assumed by Minister Washburn toward Lopes 
is relations 


` and intercourse with tho president of that republic, 
` and in associating Bliss and Masterman with hig 


legation, (one a British subject suspected by Lopez 
of a conspiracy with his enemies and the enemies of 
his country—both adventurers and of doubtful rep- 
utation,) Minister Washburn committed a grave act 
of imprudence, which resulted in most, if not all of 
the complications attending his residence in Para- 


guay: 

Resolved, That Admirals Godon and Davis, in com- 
mand of the Səuth Atlantic squadron, havo com- 
mitted no act to subject them to the censures of this 
Government or the intervention of a court-martial, 
said officers having to the best of their judgment and 
understanding complied with the instructions of the 
Navy Department, and received its approval. 

Resolved, That no legislation is required on the 

I growing out of the facts stated in 
this record and the correspondence now on file in 
the State and Navy Departments. 

fteaoived, ‘Vhat this committee be discharged from 
tho further consideration of the subject. 


Mr. ORTH. I modify my motion so as to 


` print the resolutions of the minority with the 
, report of the majority, and also the testimony 


alleged against him in such charges. The discon- , 


tinuance of an office shalldischargethe person bold- 
ing it from the service. 

The bill, with the proposed amendments, was 
ordered to be printed, and recommitted to the 
select Committee on the Reorganization of the 
Civil Service of the Government. 


Mr. JENCKES moved to reconsider the vote : 


by which the bill was recommitted; and also 
moved that the motion fo reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PARAGUAYAN DIFFICULTIES. 
Mr. ORTH. 


I rise to make a privileged | 


report. I am instructed by the Committee on | 


Foreign Affairs to submit a report upon the 
investigation in regard tothe Paraguayan diffi- 
culties, and ask that it be laid on the table, and, 
with the accompanying testimony and resolu- 
tions, be printed for the use of the House, 
The resolutions accompanying the report 
were read, as follows: : 


Resolved, That Rear Admiral S. W. Godon, in neg- | Department of State of the Tributes of the 


lecting to aid Mr. Washburn in réaching. the Goy- 
ernment to which he was accredited, failed to dis- 


squadron. 


Resolved, That Messes. Bliss and'Masterman wero | 
members of the personal caite of Mr. Washburn, and : 
were therefore, under the law of nations, entitled | 
to the protection of the officers of the United States, | 

Resolved, That the forcible arrest and detention ; 


| of Mesars. Bliss aad Masterman by the Goverpment 
; of Paraguay was a violation of the law of nations 
. eae he gps insult to the honor and dignity of tho | 
i Unite 

Resolved, That we approve the action of the Pres- | 


tates. 


ident in withdrawing our minister, General Mo- 
Mahon, from the Government of Paraguay and in 
declining to hold further diplomatic intercourse 
with said Government. i 
Resolved, That it is clearly the duty of our naval 


officers on foreign stations to render all reasonable ; 
assistance to the diplomatic officers of the United | 


States in the discharge of their duties; and that a 


ji refusal or neglect to render such assistance when 


required, or any discourtesy by such naval officers 
toward -such diplomatic officers, should be the 
subject of inquiry and punishment by the Naval 


| Department. 


Mr. WOOD. On behalf of the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr..Swayn,] a member of 


i: the Committee on Foreign Affairs, I ask con- | 
i sent to submit a series of resolutions as ex- 
|, pressing the views of the minority upon this 


subject, and to have the same printed with the 
report of the majority. I ask that the resolu- 
tions be read. 

The resolutions were read, as follows : 


Resolved, That the forcible arrest and detention 
essrs, Bliss and Masterman, while under the pro- 


demanded prompt reparation. N 
Resolved, That the submitting to the insults of 
President Lopez, in his refasal to grant passports to 


and documents. I give notice to the House 
that. I shall call'up the question for action at 
as early a day as possible. 

Mr. WILLARD. Ino connection with this 
report I desire to say that while I do not dissent 
from some of the resolutions proposed by the 


| majority, nor from some of those proposed by 


the minority, yet in my judgment the testimony 
and papers before the committee presented 
nothing calling for any action by the House. 
When the question comes up I shall endeavor 


` to support my views by some remarks. 


The motion of Mr. Oru, as modified, was 
agreed to; and the majority and minority 
reports, together with the testimony and docu- 
ments, were laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gornam, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
concurred in the amendment of the House to 
the joint resolation (S. R. No.77) authorizing 
the distribution of the copies remaining ia the 


; Nations to Abraham Lincoln. ; 
charge his duty as commander of the South Atlantio |: 


The message also announced that. the Senate 
had passed a bill and joint resolution of the fol- 
lawing titles, with.amendments, in which the 
concurrence of the House was requested: _ 

An act (H. R. No. 886) to amend-an act 
entitled ‘* An act to establish a uniform system 


, of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” 


approved March 2, 1867; and 

Joint resolution (H. R. No, 173) to enable 
the Secretary of the Treasury to collect wrecked 
and abandoned property, derelict claims, and 
dues belonging to the United States. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed, without amendment, bill 
and joint resolutions of the following titles : 

An act (H. R. No. 1886) granting a pension 
to Anna B. Snider; 

Joint resolution (H, R. No. 168) for pay of 
one year’s service to the executors ef General 
Joha A Rawlins for the benefit of his family ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 269) to amend 
the act of April20,1870; and — < 

-Joint resolution (H.R, No, 213) donating 
condemned cannon to the McPherson Monu- 
ment Association, oe w 

The message also announced that the Senate 
had passed bills of the following titles, in which 
the concurrence of the House was requested : 

An act (S. No. 112) to aid in the construc- 


|| tion of the Oregon Branch Pacific railroad j 
e- 


An act (S. No. 459) to authorize the sett 
ment of the accounts of officers of the Army 
and Navy; : i 
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An act (S. No. 517) to define the intent of 
an act entitled “An act to allow deputy col- 
lectors of internal revenue acting as coliectors 
the pay of collector, and for other purposes,’’ 
approved March 1, 1869; 

An act (S. No. 718) for the relief of pre- 
emption settlers in the State of Nebraska ; 

An act (S. No. 824) authorizing the Southern 
Minnesota Railroad Company to connect its 
line with the Northern Pacific railroad ; 


An act (S. No. 860) for the relief of John E. | 


Griffin; 

An act (S. No. 865) increasing the pension 
of Jobn Coonan; 

An act (S. No. 866) for the relief of Mary 
F. Prindle; 

An act (S. No. 867) granting a pension to 
Mary M. Butts; and 

An act (S. No. 868) for the relief of Reuben 
Grindle. et 

POST ROUTES. 


Mr. COX, from the Committee on the Rules, 
reported the following: 


Resolved, That the rules of this House be amended |: 


as follows, namely: . 

Insert at theend of Rule 115: “But the Speaker 
shall not entertain a motion for leave to introduce a 
bill or joint resolution for the establishment or 
change of post routes, and all propositions relating 
thereto shall be referred, under the rule, like peti-. 


mittee.” 
The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by ` 
which the resolution was agreed to; and also | 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. — 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


The SPEAKER stated that a memorandum 
had been placed. upon his desk from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands that Senate bill No. 
167, amendatory of an act to protect the rights 
. of actual settlers upon the public lands of the 
United States, approved July 27, 1868, and for 
other purposes, and Senate bill No. 495, to 

ermit entries of publie lands in certain cases 
in the State of Alabama, which were referred 
to that committee by misapprehension, be 
placed back upon the Speaker's table. 

There was no objection ; and it was ordered 
accordingly. ; 

Py ot SPEAKER'S TABLE. . 

Mr. INGERSOLL. moved that the House 
proceed tothe consideration of the business 
on the Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOINT INDIAN COMMITTEE, 


` The first business upon the Speaker’s table 
was a concurrent resolution of the House in 
reference to the appointment of a joint Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, which had been re- 
tarned from the Senate with the following sub- 
stitute: 2 & EA oo 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (tho Ben- 
ate concurring,) That a Joint special committee, to 
consist of ten members, five from the Senate and 
five from the Houge, be appointed, to whom shall be 
referred the propriety of a change or modification 
of the Indian policy and system of governing the 
Indian tribes; and said committeeshall not continue 
beyond the present session: Provided, That to con- 
stitute a majority of said committee a majority of 
the members chosen from each House shall be neces- 
sary. f : 

Mr. CLARKE, of. Kansas moved that the 
concurrent resolution and the amendment of 
the Senate be referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. - f 

The motion was agreed to. AAS 
“Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the concurrent res- 
olution and Senate amendment were referred ; 
and also moved thatthe motion to reconsiderbe 
laid on the table: i 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


_ SOULE AND COMPANY. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was 
an amendment.of the Senate.to House bill No. 
891, for the relief of Charles E. Dole. 


tions and other papers, to the appropriate com- || and is hereby, confirmed, and that the Stato of Iowa 


The amendment was read as follows: 
Amend the title of the bill by striking out ‘‘ Charles 
E. Dole” and inserting “Soule & Co.” 
| Mr. PETERS. I move that the amend- 
ment of the Senate be concurred in. 


1 
4 
| The amendment was concurred in. 
H 
H 


; curred in; and also moved that the motion to 
i. reconsider be laid on the table. 
; ~The latter motion was agreed to. 


f WILLIAM M. GARVEY. 
i! The next business on the Speaker’s table was 
| the bill (H. R. No. 40) to confirm the title of 


' William M. Garvey to a certain tract of land, 


|| which was returned from the Senate with the » 


ii following amendment: e 
‘| Strike out all of the original bill after tho onacting 


‘| clause, in the following words: 
‘|| “That the title of William M. Garvey, 


: tion eighteen, in township sixty-nine, north of rango 
. twenty-six west, in the district of lands subject to 
: gale at Des Moines, Iowa, containing eighty acres, 
i; be and is confirmed to him, his heirs and assigns, 
‘| forever.” i 
‘| And insert in lieu thereof: 
ii “That tho title of William M. e i 
half of the northeast quarter of section eighteen, 
| townshi h 3 
‘| in the district of lands subject to sale at Des Moines, 
‘in the State of Iowa, containing eighty acres, bo, 


|: ighoreby authorized to select in lieu of said tract an 
! equal amount of land from the unsold public lands 
within the limits of said State, subject to sale at 
|! $125 per acre: Provided, That the State of Towa, 
through her constituted authorities, shall first relin- 
quish to the United States all right, title, or interest 


gress of March 3, 1857, entitled ‘An actto confirm 
to the several States the swamp and overflowed 
lands selected under the act of September 28, 1850, 
and the act of the 2d March, 1849. ” 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. LAWRENCE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was concurred 
in; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


APPOINTMENTS IN TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was 
a bill (H. R. No. 902) limiting the appoint- 
ments of certain officers in the Treasury Depart- 
ment, with Senate amendments. 

The amendments of the Senate were read, 
as follows: 


ú On page 1, line three, striko out the words * at one 
ime. . 
On page 2, at end of line eight, insert * or any other 
expenses, except such as are actually incurred in 
the discharge of their official duties.” 

On page 2, line nine, after the word “that” insert 


shall be reduced to fifty-three and.” 

The amendments of the Senate were con- 
¢urred in. 

ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICT IN KANSAS. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was 
the bill (S. No. 869) to establish an additional 
land district in the State of Kansas ; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I move to strike out all 
after the enacting clause and insert a sub- 
stitute which I send to the desk, and which 
has been considered and | believe unanimously 


Lands. .- 

The substitute, which was read, provides in 
its first section that all that portion of the 
western land district, created by the act ap- 
proved March 3, 1857, entitled ‘An act to 
establish three additional districts in the Terri- 
tory of Kansas,’’ which is situated north of the 
township line dividing townships ten and eleven 
south, in said State, shall constitute a new land 
district to be called the Republican district. 

The second section authorizes the President, 


| appoint, by and with the advice and consent of 


after such appointment, a register and a receiver 


| Mr. PETERS moved to reconsider the vote |: 
' by which the Senate amendment was con- |; 


of Ohio, in — 
and to the east half of the northeast quarter of s00- | 


Garvey to tho east | 


sixty-nine north, range twenty-six west, | 


acquired by said State by virtue of the act of Con- : 


the words “the present humber of special agents | 


agreed to by the Committee on the Public | 


whenever the public interests shall require, to |; 


the Senate, or during the recess thereof, and | 
until the end of the next session of Congress | 


spectively be required to reside at the site of 
their offices, have the same powers: responsi- 
bilities, and emoluments, and be subject to the 
same acts and penalties which are or may be 
| prescribed by law in relation to other land 
| officers of the United States in said State. 
' ‘The third section provides that the public 
lands in said district shall be subject to sale 
and disposal upon the same terms and condi. 
|. tions as other public lands of the United States, 
i! provided thatallsalesand locations made at the 
|| office of the old district oflandssituated within 
|, the limits of the new district, which shall be 
|| valid and right in other respects up to the day 
- on which the new office shall go into operation, 
' be, and the same are hereby, confirmed. 
© Mr. HAWLEY. I will state that the only 
© object of the bill and of the substitute is to 
establish a new land district in the State of 
Kansas, and it is believed that the boundaries 
as defined by the substitute will answer better 
‘, the convenience of all interests than those de- 
fined in the Senate bill. I move the previous 
question. 
|. The previous question was seconded and the 
: main question ordered; and under the opera- 


| tion thereof the substitute was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be read 
' a third time; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. HAWLEY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 


< that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


LAND GRANT FOR UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


The next business on the Speaker's table was 
the joint resolution (S. R. No. 129) to amend 
section ten of an act entitled ‘‘An act granting 
lands to the State of Kansas to aid in the con- 
struction of the southern branch of the Union 
Pacific railway and telegraph from Fort Riley, 
Kansas, to Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I move that the 
bill be laid aside for the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


INDIANS ON THE UMATILLA RESERVATION. 


The next businesson the Speaker's table was 
a joint resolution (S. R» No. 116) instructing 
the President to negotiate with the Indians upon 
the Umatilla reservation, in Oregon. 

The joint resolution was read. It requests 
the President. of the United States to negotiate 
with the Indians upon the Umatilla reservation, 
in Oregon, with the view of ascertaining on 
what terms they will relinquish to the United 
States all their claim or right to the reserva- 
i| tion, and remove to some other reservation in 
| the State or Washington Territory, or take 
|; lands in severalty, in quantities not exceeding 
i} one. hundred and sixty acres each, on their 
present reservation, and to report to Congress; 
and to defray the expense of such negotiation 
the sum of $2,000 is appropriated, or so-much 
thereof as may be necessary. 

Mr. MAYNARD. That ought to be referred. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. The Committee 
on Indian Affairs have had under considera- 
tion a bill on the same subject, which they have 
instructed me to offer as a substitute. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It ought to be referred. 
If that is not agreed to, I raise the point’ of 
order that it makes an appropriation, and must 
|| go to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. i 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. If the gentleman 
|| will give me his attention for a moment, while 
I make a brief explanation, I think he will 
withdraw his objection. The Committee on 
|, Indian Affairs have unanimously instructed me 
| to report the bill, and desire its passage. 

', will state to the gentleman that this is in the 
ii interest of economy. This is a reservation oR 
which a small band of Indians is maintained 
at a great expense. The object of this is to 
do away with the reservation altogether, saving 


for the district hereby created, who shall re- || the Government thousands of dollars annually. 
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Mr. MAYNARD, The Indians have ae 
representatives in this House. Their oppo- | 
nents—I will not say their enemies—have a 
great many representatives, I have seen so 
much injustice, so much crying injustiee done 
to that race of people, that 1 feel bound to 
interpose a word in their behalf. And, if I 
can do no more, Í can invoke the rules of the 
House in their interest. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee insists on the point of order, but is 
willing that the bill shall be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I do not wish to 


have it so referred. 

The SPEAKER. Thenit will have to go to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I ask that it be 
laid aside informally. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I have no objection to 


pany notexceeding $2 50 per acre; and in case 
the mortgage hereby authorized shall: at any 


. time be enforced by foreclosure or other legal 


that; bat I give the gentleman notice that _ 


unless he can bring forward other reasons than 
he has given for the passage of the joint reso- 
lution I shall insist on its reference. 


The joint resolution was then passed over J 


informally. 


1 


V NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. iP 


The next business on the S er’s table was 
a joint resolution (S. R. No. 121) authoriz- 
ing the Northern Pacific Railroad Company 


| are donated by this 
| 


to issue its bonds for the construction of its |: 


road, and to secure the same by mortgage, and . 
for other purposes ; which was read a first and 
second time. i 

Mr. WHEELER. I desire to have that joint | 
resolution put upon its passage. 

The joint resolution was read. It authorizes 
the Northern Pacific Railroad Company to 
issue its bonds to aid in the construction and 
equipment of its road, and to secure the same by 


mortgage on its property and rights of prop- ‘i 


erty of all kinds and descriptions, real, per- | 
sonal, and mixed, including its franchise as a: 


corporation; and provides that, as proof and |, 


notice of its legal execution and effectual deliv- | 
ery, said mortgage shall be filed and recorded | 
in the office of the Secretary of the Interior. 


It also authorizes the said company to locate | 


and construct, ander the provisions and with ' 
the privileges, guarantees, and duties provided | 
for in its act of incorporation, its main road to | 
some point on Puget sound, via the valley of 
the Columbia river, with the right to locate 
and construct its branch from some convenient 
point on its main trank line across the Cascade | 
mountains to Puget sound; and in the event . 
of there not being in any State or Territory in | 
which said main line or brarch may be located 
at the time of the final location thereof the | 
amount of lands per mile granted by Congress 
to said company, within the limits prescribed | 
by its charter, then said company shall be en- 
titled, under the directions of the Secretary of 
the Interior, to receive so many sections of 
land belonging to the United States, and desig- 
nated by odd numbers, in such State or Terri- 
tory, within ten miles on each side of said road, 
beyond the limits prescribed in said charter, 
as will make up such deficiency on said main 
line or branch to the amount of the lands that 
ve been granted, sold, reserved, occupied 
by homestead settlers, preémpted, or otherwise 
disposed of subsequent to the passage of the 
act of July 2, 1864. It requires that twenty- 
five miles of said main line between its western 
terminus and the city of Portland, in the State 
of Oregon, shall be completed by the Ist day | 
of January, A. D. 1872, and forty miles of the 
remaining portion thereof each year thereafter, | 
until the whole shall be completed between said 
points, All the lands hereby granted to the | 
company which shall not be sold or disposed of, , 
or remain subject to the mortgage authorized | 
y this resolution at the expiration of five years 


alter the completion of the entire. road, shall į 
e subject to préemption and settlement like 
other lands, at a price to be paid to said com- 


i to tell us the number of acres of land granted 


proceeding, or the Government lands hereby 
granted, or any of them, shall be sold by the 
trustees to whom such mortgage may be exe- 
cuted, either at its maturity orfor any failure or 
default of the company under the terms thereof, 
the lands shall be sold at public sale at places 
within the States and Territories within which | 
they shall be situate, after not less than sixty 
days’ previous notice, in single sections or sub- 
divisions thereof to the highest and best bid- 
ders. It is further provided that in the con- 
struction of the said railroad iron or steel only 
shall be used, the same to be manufactured 
from American ores only. The second section 
reserves to Congress the right at any time to 
alter or amend this joint resolution, having 
due regard to the rights of the company and 
of other parties. 
Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, I 

the call of the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road to reportand putupon its passage a joint 
resolution similar in all respects to the one 
just read. 


Mr. RANDALL. Will the gentleman allow | 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. WHEELER. I will. 

Mr. RANDALL. How many acres of land 
nt? 

Mr. WHEELER. I am atterly unable to 
tell the gentleman now; but he will understand 
what is the extent of the grant before I get 
through. 

Mr. RANDALL. I am surprised the gen- 
tleman should support a bill when he is unable 


by it. 
TMr. VAN WYCK. I desire to say—— 
Mr. WHEELER. Ido not yield for inter- 


; ruptions. 


i| yield to gentlemen. 


! ley of the Columbia river, instead of over the 


r. VAN WYCK. I do not propose to 
interrupt the gentleman, but to say-——— 

Mr. WHEELER. I decline to yield to any 
one until I shall have concluded the remarks 
I desire to make upon this subject. It is not 
often that I can succeed in obtaining the floor, 


and now that I have it I desire to say what I | 


have to say without interruption from any one. : 
When I have concluded I will call the previous 
question, and if it shall be sustained I will then 


Mr. Speaker, this second continental enter- | 
rise, which is to unite by iron bands the great ' 
kes with Puget sound and the Pacific ocean, , 
which the war and the financial condition of | 
the country temporarily suspended, is now in- | 
augurated under such auspices as to command 
its speedy completion. 
capitalists, ground has been broken upon the | 
road, and henceforth the work is to be pressed | 


with all the energy and indomitable will which |; 
i characterize all American enterprises. 


The | 
day for arguing the absolute necessity of this ` 
road has long since passed. By every consider- 
ation of foreign and domestic policy it has con- 
fessedly no superior among the public works 
of the country. Congress has declared this by 
its previous liberal grants to this company. | 
The company is not here to-day to ask for 
money or enlarged subsidies in lands. It seeks 
by this legislation three things, 

First, it wants to put the national impress ; 
upon its mortgage by recording and filing it in 
the office of the Secretary of the Interior. 
This makes the bonds more desirable in the 
estimation of foreign capitalists, who have great 
respect for Uncle Sam’s sign-manual since it 
was so successfully and indelibly stamped upon 
the recent rebellion. E 

Secondly, the company wants to change the 
route of its main line and branch as defined 
by the original act of incorporation. It wants 
now to build its main line by way of the val- 


Cascade mountains as intended at the outset. 
When the company was chartered there was 
little definite knowiedge of a portion of the 
a 


country it will traverse, and particularly of the 
mountain passes. It was inferred from the 
report of Stevens that the road could be con- 
structed over the Cascade mountains, and this 
is probably the case, but the work would in- 
volve greatly enhanced labor and expense. 

_ The route by the valley of the Columbia river 
is far more feasible and can be built in much 
shorter time and with the means which this 
bill will enable the company to command. 


This change takes the road direct to Portland, 


; thus giving it business upon its completion to 
: that point and enabling it to use the river for 
; the transportation of material during the pro- 


poe of construction; advantages upon which 
need not enlarge. 

As to the branch, this bill will enable the 
company to shorten the line and thus relieve 


it to that extent. It may be asked here, will 
. this change of routes give the company more 


', be longer than the original ones. 


` lands? 
only await ` 


And here I will ask the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RANDALL, ] 
who interrupted me at the beginning of my 
remarks to ask how much additional Jands will 


. be granted should this bill becomea law. That 


depends upon the fact whether the lines will 
This can 
only be determined by actual survey. If more 
land is taken it will be only for the additional 
distance and for the quantity per mile granted 
by the original charter. 

Thirdly, the company asks to have made 
good to them the lands originally granted, and 
no more. This bill makes up the deficiency 
which has been created since the original 
charter by reason of grants to individuals, 
homestead settlers, and preémptors, for lands 
which have been taken in expectation of the 


| building of this road, which has alone made 


' them available. 


These are briefly the provis- 


' ions of this bill. 


‘| elk, and the antelope. 


Mr. Speaker, there lie between Lake Supe- 
rior and Puget sound and the mouth of the 
Columbia river half a million square miles of 
territory, alternating in prairie and pine forests, 
and teeming with coal, iron, gold, silver, and 
copper, the sure elements of national wealth, 
and waiting the countless thousands who are 
there to find homes and develop every condi- 
tion of social growth and prosperity. It is 
now the home of the Indian, the buffalo, the 
It is now wholly inac- 
cessible, unproductive, and dead property to 
the United States. Todevelop it is a work of 
such magnitude as completely to defy any com- 
bination of private capital. ; 

There are gentlemen sitting in the soand 


| of my voice who were part of Chicago—soon 
Backed by wealthy ‘| 


to be, if not now, the grain mart of the world—- 
when the paltry amount of wheat marketed 
there found its way over the prairies by ox 
teams in a journey of from one to two weeks, 
the freighters traveling by compass, and camp- 
ing with their cattle at night. Look at Chicago 
and Illinois to-day, with one fifteenth of the 
population of the United States and paying 
nearly twenty-five million dollars annually ot 
the national taxes. What has wrought this 
mighty change? The question has but one 
honest answer. It is our policy of govern- 
mental aid in national railway building, as 
illustrated in the grant of lands to the Illinois 
Central railroad. The locomotive is the 
‘open sesame” to the vast region of which 


| we are speaking, and the sole agency by which 


we can spread law, order, population, industry, 
and wealth over the thirty-two degrees of lon- 


| gitude which this road is to traverse, thereby 


increasing the taxable resources of the country, 
adding to its revenues, and lessening the bur- 
den of the public debt. Wise statesmanship, 


; therefore, dictates that we give this great enter- 


prise all consistent aid and stay up the hands of 
the men who in its successful completion are to 
add new luster to the American name. _ 
I know well many of the men who have this 
work in hand and at heart. ‘They will neither 
hold these franchises unused or hawk them 
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about the streets. An intimate acquaintance 
for years with the late Governor of the Green 
Mountain State, who stands at the head of 
this company, justifies me in saying that he is 
the embodiment of New England pluck and 
enterprise. Bold, energetic, and tireless, give 
him these additional sinews of war and he 
will push on, defying all natural obstacles, and, 
subjugating mouttain and plain to the domin- 


ion of the rail, he with his efficient co-workers ` 
will present to the nation the full fruition of . 


its most cherished -hopes in ecnnection with 
this great enterprise. ' 

Mr. Speaker, I now eall the previous ques- 
tion, and will state that if the House shall sus- 
tain the call for the previous question I will 
then yield the greater portion of my time to 
others. ` 

Mr. HAWLEY. Thepe the gontemat will 
first allow me to offer an amendment., 

Mr. PAINE. If the previous 
shoüld be sustained what time will there be 
for debate ? . 

The SPEAKER. There will be no time for 
debate shouid the main question be ordered, 
because this bill has not been reported from 
any committee. 


Mr. WHEELER. Then I will not now call | 
the previous question, but will reserve my right | 


to do so until near-the expiration’ of my hour. 


In the mean time I will yield first to the gen- | 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Hawrry,] with the | 
distinct understanding that Fdo not yield for | 


any amendment to be offered. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Will the gentleman 


allow an amendment to be read for inform- į 


ation? ORE TO 
Mr. WHEELER. : I have yiclded the floor 
for ten minutes to the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Haw ey. ase l 
Mr. HAWLISY. Mr. Speaker, I will first 
ask to have read, as.a part of my remarks, an 
additional proviso, which I desired to move to 
the first section of this bill. ; l 
The Clerk read as follows: D 
- And provided further, That all the lands granted to 
said railroad company shall be sold to actual settlers 
only, and in quantities not greater than one hum- 
dred and sixty acres to any one person, and fora 
price not exceeding $2 3 per acre.. i 
: Mr. LAWRENCE. That is the 
ment I desired to offer. ; 
- Mr. HAWLEY. It would ill become me, 
sis á Representative’ from the great’ State of 
Illinois, to rise in my place upon this floor and 
oppose all land grants. -T believe that the sys- 
tem of land grants when properly made, under 
proper circamatances and with proper restric- 
tions, is the best poliey that can be pursued by 
this Government forthe purpose of settling the 
great western domain between the Mississippi 
river and the Paeific ocean. oe 
It has been said on this floor that Illinois has 
grown and prospered beyond parallel. It is 
eonceded that under the eoming apportion- 
ment, upon a’ basis of two. hundred and sev- 
‘enty-five members in this House, the State of 
Illinois will gain five Representatives; while no 
other State in this Union will gain to exceed 


very amend- 


‘two. And if we look for the reason of that | 


growth, that great progress of the State of Jti- 
nois, we will find it more than anywhere else 
in the construction and operation of the great 
THlinois Central railroad, stretehing north and 
‘south the whole length of the State, and reach- 
ing out with its arms to its dastern and western 
borders. — ` Ori uN 

` Not only that, but as tle ‘resalt of the grant to 
the Hlinois Central railroad the State of Hlinois 
for all time to come will receive into its treasury 
seven per eent. of the gross earnings of the 
railroad company, which in times of peace, at 
all events, will pay all the necessary expenses 
of that great State. It would not, then, be- 
come me to say to these younger States of the 
West, “ You shall have no part in the public 
‘4Jands for the purpose of developing your re- 
‘sources, for the purpose of enabling you to get 
to the markets of the eountry.”’ But, sir, while 


uestion | 


I believe that land grants ought to be made 
under proper restrictions in suitable cases, I 
believe they should never be made without 
restrictions. I know that the western country 


| olies than from all other causes. I would insert 
| in every bill making a grant to a railroad a pro- 
i vision that the land should be sold to actual 
| settlers only, in quantities not greater than one 
! hundred and sixty acres, and at a price not 
. exceeding $2 50 per acre. 

`- Tt is claimed by the ehairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Pacific Railroad [Mr. WHEELER} 
= that it is not rightto impose such a restriction 
‘| inthis bill, for the reason that Congress granted 
‘this land to the company long ago. 


© rights and privileges from Congress. It has 
i now by law a grant of land in alternate sec- 
| tions extending forty miles on either side of 
the road, thus embracing a distance of eayhty 
i miles in width. The act making the grant 
gave the eompany the additional right to go 
i ten miles farther upon each side of the road 
| for: the purpose of making up deficiencies. 
: This would extend the width of their grant to 
one hundred miles. 


making one handred and twenty miles of coun- 
try over which this company may go for the 


| this company is to be endowed with a vast em- 

| pire one hundred and twenty miles wide, and 

| extending from Lake Superior to the Pacific 
ocean. i 


has suffered perhaps more from land monop- | 


i But the ` 
i company comes here to-day and asks further `: 


| Now, by the resolution | 
| before the House it is proposed to give the | 
| company ten miles additional upon each side, , 
| 


| purpose of making up its land grant. Thus, 


the proeeeds of the odd-numbered sections 
when sold, but that the Government should 
always hold the title to the land and grant the 
patent to the actual settler only. ‘Thus we 
would prevent these great railroad monopolies 
from swallowing up the public lands. These 
: companies not only swallow up the lands but 
they sell them out to other great organized 
companies all over the country, who buy up 
i| these lands simply for the purpose of specula- 
|! tion. Thus actual settlers are prevented from 
i| occupying them. 

Sir, I amnot alarmed atthe cry that all these 
lands will be taken up and that there will be 
none left for those who shall come after us. 
In looking over the report of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office I find that not one 
third of the public lands of the country have 
been surveyed. More than that, there are in 
the State of Texas, which has the control of 
ber own lands, more than eighty million acres, 
to be.added to the vast extent of territory now 
owned and held by the United States. The 
country extending westward from the Missis- 
sippi river to the Paciiic ocean can never be 
settled without railroads. I am, as I have 
already said, in favor of land grants for this 
purpose when they are made under proper re- 
strictions; but I would not vote to give another 
i! acre to these railroads without such restrictions 
as will secure the interests of the actual settler, 

Now, it has been often said on this floor— 
it was said the other day by the gentleman from 
Nevada [Mr. irca} in his speech in favor of 
the Oregon bill—that this Northern Pacific 
railroad stands ready not only to sell its lands 


| ae cake 
|| Now, I propose if the opportunity be offered | for less than $2 50 per aere, but actually to 
|| to present the-amendment which has been read | construct thereon homes for settlers. Then 
i! and obtain a vote of the House upon it. I i why, if this railroad company proposes to deal 
i| wish to aseertain whether this House proposes ' honestly and fairly with the settlers, does it 
to-close this vast extent of land against the | oppose this restriction providing that it shall 
actual settlers of the country, those for whose in no case sell lands for a price exceeding 
benefit we should construet railroads, and give | $2 60 per acre? 
it into the hands of this railroad eompany. I | In connection with this subject I desire to 
believe that the poticy of Congress should be | present the following.table, exhibiting the area 
in every ease to give these railroad companies '| of the States and Territories now or heretofore 
meérely-certiftcates for the lands, these: certifi- | having public lands, together with the amount 
cates showing the company to be entitled to | surveyed and unsurveyed June 30, 1869: 
Tabular statement showing the number of acres of public lands surveyed in the following land 
_ States and Territories up to June 80, 1868, during the last fiscal year, and. the total of the 
| public lands surveyed up to June 30, 1869 ; -also the total area of the public. domain remain- 
_. ing unsurveyed within the same. i Cie ee a a ek Tene 
oe $ wt O Sroet ws l OD 2m Qe 
Area of the land. sg WEEE: | BEE Bs Bs 
` States and Terri- | 2 > Sann. ran. ZTS 25 
pgi l tories. | S89 |2887] 35408] Son tox f 
Land States and Ter-|_ whe (esse |e Bean | oES soo 
ritaries. rae © om Bs | om Ee m Ea o 8, S e 
l 8 Be | BATS) SLPBL: Ipua] Sad aah 
©- BS Leer | LStre!|2apsa| oh aa 
o | Ea | 28a |Seess SR8RA] Bse | 235 
! k y io omw Om 
A a Le Z iz Š a. 
| 
94,511,360| 53,924 t- 34511380) - | - 34,511,360 1° o- 
35,228,800 045 „228, = - | 35,228, < 
53,459,840 4531 | 24,023,425 - 1,071,961 | 25,095. 28,864,454 | 
52,048,520 81,318 | 23,906,087 -= | 2,155,502 ; 26,061,589 25,981,931 | 
48,636,800 5,995 | 16,323,905 - 545,240 | 16,864,145 81,772.655 | 
- 120,947,840 | 188,981 | 30,403,426 | 271,162 99,196 | 30,878,784 | ` 90,069,056 \ 
. "71,737,741.; 122,090 | 1,368,428 84,534 1,310,167 | - 2.963, 68,774,614 
Oregon... se| 60,975,360 95,274 | 7,258,433 - 110,1 8,268,564 52,606,796 
Washington Territory. 44,796,160 69,994 | 4,451,472 11,424 600,87' 5,063,775 | - 39,732,385 
i| Colorado Territory...... 66,880,000 | 104,500 3,166,702 - 190,130 4,356,832 62,523, 168 
Utah Territory........... 54,065,075 84,471 2,517,912 - .7,950. 2,525,872 54,539,203 
Arizona Territory........ 72,906,304 | 113,916 - 470,531 215,497 686,028 72,220,271 
New Mexico Territory 77,568,640 |° 121,201 | 2,982,753 - - 2,982,753 | 74,585,887 
Dakota Territory........ 96,595,840 | 150,932 | 8,531,780 = 1,347,218 4,878,948 | 91,716,892 
Idaho Territory... -55,223,160 | . 86,294 225,111 |: - 862 510,973 54,717,487 `i 
Montana Territory.. 92,016,640 | 143,776 183,847 | 22,451. 613,074 819,372 | . 91,197,268 
‘Wyoming Territory... 62,645,120 7,883 - - - - 2,645,120 | 
Missoúti....eosse.seeee se 41,824,000 65,350 | 41,824,000 - - 41,824,000 - i 
‘Alabama... 32,462,080 T. 462,080 - - 32,462,080 - 
:Mississippi. 30,179,840 47,156 179,840 - - 30,179,810 | - 
Louisiana... . AGL, 1,346 | 23,461,440 - - 23,461,440 | 3,000,000 
Arkansas... 33,406,720 52,198 | 33,406,720 - - 33,406,720 | $ | 
Florida... F 37,931,520 | 59,268 | 26,631,520;  - - | 26,631,520 | 11,300,000 | 
hio... „576,960 39,964 | 25,576,960 - | - 25,576,980 : - 
Indiana. 21,637,760 33,809 | 21,637,760 - | - ' 21,637,769 a i 
Michigan. 36,128,640 56,451 | 36,128,640 - l - 36,128,640 | - i 
Illinois... “| - 35,462,400 | 55,410 | 35,462, pee oe 35,462,400 «on 
Indian Territory........., 44,154,240 | 68,991 | - = = 7 44,154,240 
ASKA.eeeceeeeteceeeeseee! 369,529,600 | 577,390 - - Se, 4 369,529,600 | 
er ee amoraa tremens | | nes See ad 
LX) | eee teree , 1,834,998,400 | 2,867,185 | 496,884,754 | 860,102. | 10,822,812 | 508,567,668 | 1,326,430,732 
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I also submit the following table, exhibiting 
the amount of the public lands heretofore 


tion of railroads aad wagou roads in the several 
States and Territories : 


granted by the Government for the construc- i 


States. 


p 


Jlinoig..esssssreseesesssesron ses seseme renssssrasessasseetsesnmmes sesent one sa 


Mississippi .. 


Corporations: Pacifio railroads... sessessesssesssnossossssoe 


Wisoonsin............. 


Wagon roads: 
Michigan.... 


| Number of acres | Estimated nam- 


Estimated num- be 
ber of, acres | certified and | ber of acres 
grante for; patentedander | inuring under 
wagon roads.' the grants. the grants. 
s 2 l 2505.053.000 | 9,505,053.00 
ao - i 908,680.29 2,062,240.00 
- | 2,288,138.50 | 3,729,120.00 
- | 1,760,468,39 2,36),114.00 
- ' 1,072.405.45 1,578,720.00 
- ! 1,793.167.19 4,744.271.63 
- | 1,715,435.00 8,745, 160.21 
- | 8,215,609.46 7,331,207.93 
- 2,717, 490.51 §,327,90.99 
- 1,479,710.03 5,378,560.50 
- 2,510,283.64 7,783,403.09 
- - 7,153,000, 
- - 2 060,000.00 
- - 1,669,009.00 
22,056,507.39 58,108,581.40 
si - 164,891.48 124,000,000.00 
ce, 000.00 153,505.74 |- - 
ai 1,738,613.27 - : - 
Ri 1,813,600.00 19,153.73 : 3,782,213.27 


22,893,963.34  185,890,794.67 


Our true policy should be to develop the 
country and at the same time secure the 
lands beyond a peradventure for the settler. 
The country has long since settled down upon 
the conviction that Congress ought not further 
to grant the public domain to objects which 
will place the lands where the settler cannot 
obtain them, or if obtained at all only ata high 
price per acre. 

The chairman of the Pacific Railroad Com- 
mittee, [Mr. WageLer,} who has this bill in 
charge, and who has just addressed the House, 
stated in his remarks that he did not know the 
amount of acres granted to this railroad com- 
pany. That the House may know something 
of the magnitude of the subject with which we 
are dealing, I will state that the lands granted 
will exceed fifty million acres, being fifteen 
million acres more than sre embraced in the 
whole State of Illinois. Sir, you search the 
annals of ancient and modern history in vain 
to find a parallel for so munificent a gift as 
this. No prince or potentate, State or sover- 
eignty, ever gave so rich a dowry. : 

_ At $2 50 peracre this grant would yield the 
enormous sum of $125,000,000. Sir, if we 
shall now let pass the opportunity to secure 
these lands to actual settlers we will place our- 
selves but little above ‘‘the base Indian who 
threw a pearl away richer by far than all his 
tribe.” We will fail to meet the expectations 


of the people, and will excite in their minds | 


just alarm in regard not only to this grant but 
in relation to others upon which we may be 
called to pass, unless we now insist upon the 
imposition upon this grant of the terms I pro- 
pose. From this rule Congress should never 
depart, lf always adhered to the country would 
not view with alarm as it now does the grant- 
ing of the public lands to aid in the construc- 
tion of railroads through the new and unsettled 
portions of the country. 


A grant judiciously made may result in great : 


good to all, It will build roads through the 
wild and unsettled regions of the West, and 
furnish cheap lands to the pioneer, with the 
means of transporting his crops to market. I 
know full well that the great body of the coun- 


try lying between the Missouri river and the | 


acific ocean, 
and 
the construction of railroads. 


Hr vast region but few navigable streams, 
n 


means of transportation. I realize fally the 
great importance to be attached to the early 


and also between Lake Superior 


construction of one or more roads to the Pa- | 


Cie ocean, not only as a means of settling the 
Country, but as a great highway upon which 
€ commerce of this and other lands may 


. 
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the Pacifie, can never be settled without : 
There are in | 


Without railroads settlers will have no | 


| Nothing ean more surely advance the pros- 
| perity and growth of the whole country than 
| Internal improvements. Let the water com: 
munications be perfected where practicable 
ii and railroads be constructed whenever capital 
, can be induced to invest in new enterprises. 
i Give full scope and employment to all the 
labor and skill of the whole country. Make 


` the regions now given up to the Indian and the , 


wild beast to resound with the busy hum of 
industry, and fill them with happy homes and 
,firesides. Let the farmer go with his plow, 


artisan with the implements of his skill. 

The completion of the Pacific railroad last 
: year marked one of the grandest epochs in the 
istory of our times. Asa great triumph of 
: skill, energy, and perseverance, itetands unpar- 
;| alleled in the history of railroad construction. 
| The driving of the last golden spike on that 
| fair May day of last year completed the last link 
j in the iron chain that bound the two oceans 
l] together. Itcompleted the grand highway upon 
|| which with the speed of the winds the mes- 
|| senger of anew civilization, with dazzling brow, 
i breath of steam, and lungs of fire, dragging the 
| wealth of nations at his heels, should pass from 
l' ocean to ocean. 
i link in that golden chain of Union, the forging 
i| of whose links has cost this nation so much 

‘| Of blood and treasure. ‘ 
As I have said upon a former occasion, noth- 
i| ing can so strongly tend to make the people of 
' this vast country one in interest and in feel- 
i; ing as the furnishing of convenient and cheap 


| the miner with his pick and shovel, and the |: 


j! facilities for commerce and intercourse. The i 
| enterprise and energy of our people are shown || 


i in the fact that in this country there are now 
| about fifty thousand miles of railroad com- 
|| pleted and in operation. The finished rail- 
ual, embraced at the close of 1868 an aggregate 
of one hundred and nine thousand one hundred 
and seventy-seven miles. . Thus it will be seen 
that already this country has almost half of the 
entire railroads of the world. 

One of the strongest arguments in favor of 
railroads and railroad grants in the unsettled 


| furnish when built the surest and best means 


our military operations against the Indians. 
| It not only enables us to transport troops and 
supplies for a price greatly below what we 
‘| would otherwise pay, but it enables us to con- 
|| trol the Indians with a much less number of 
troops than would otherwise be necessary, 
because with the railroads we can move them 
‘| rapidly from one place to another as they are 
| needed. 

To show the economy of rail over wagon 


It completed, too, another | 


roads of the world, as shown by Poor’s Man- ` 


portions of the country is the fact that they © 


of transportation for troops and supplies in all `; 


transportation for the purpose of transporting 
troops and supplies, I cali attention to the fol- 
lowing table of freights over the one hundred 
and fifty-three miles of the Kansas Pacilic rail- 
| road in 1867, as reported by the Military Com- 
'| mittee of this House: 
| : Saving in 


i! Wagon trans- Railtrans- favor of 
l portation. portation, rail trans- 
© Government portation, 
freight......... $1,143,462 03 $868,810 02 $775,152 01 
Government 
troops... 163,185 65 108,757 10 54,378 55 
Government 
mails... 51,693 38 34,841 12 16,852 26 
Total............$1,358,201 06 $511,908 21 $846,392 82 


General Grant, in discussing this subject in 
his report as Secretary of War, said: 

“During the last summer, and before I caused 
inapections to be made of the various routes of travel 
and supply through the territery between the Mis- 
souri river and the Pacifie coast, the cost of main- 
taining troops in that section was so enormous that 
I desired if possible to reduce it. This I have been 
enabled to do to some extent from the information 
obtained from these inspoctions; but for the present 
the military establishment between tho lines desig- 
nated must be maintained at n great cost per man. 
The completion of the railroads to the Pacific will 
materially reduce this cost, as well asthe number 
of men to be kept there. The completion of these 
roads will also go far toward a permanent settlement 
of our Indian difficulties,’* 

But I do not deem it necessary to pursue this 
braneh of the subject further. AH will admit 

- that the construction of railroads through the 
i western territory would be desirable if they 
could be built by private capital. For my own 
part I believe there are cases when a wise 
statesmanship will aid them by limited grants 
of land, and upon the terms and conditions 
I have indicated. I would not, however, in 
' any case, permit the lands to be sold to other 
than actual settlers or for a price greater than 
$2 50 per acre. By such a course cheap lands 
will be furnished the settler, both as to lands 
granted for the benefit of the railroad company 
and as to the alternate sections retained by the 
Government, and which may be sold at $2 50 
per acre or settled under the homestead and 
preémption laws. ; 
i For a brief period we of the present Con- 
‘| gress hold in our hands the title deeds toa 
i broader empire than that over which Cæsar 
swayed the scepter of his power, and the people 
will hold us to a strict: accountability for the 
| Manner in which we manage or dispose of this 
| vast estate. The march of events is carrying 
‘us forward in the race of progress and glory 
| with unparalleled rapidity. In all the elements 
of progress and power which .characterize a 
great and free people we occupy a position 
among the foremost nations of the earth. And 
yet we stand but in the morning of our coun- 
itry’s day. Her present compared with her 
future is like the few faint streaks that mark 
the east, betokening the coming of the day- 
god, compared with the glory of his shining 
when he shall have reached the full meridian 
| of his power. f 
| Mr. WHEELER. -I now yield to the gen- 
tleman from Minnesota, [ Mr. W1Ls0N, } my col- 
league on the committee. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, 
| my State has a greater interest in this measure 
i than any other of the Union. The road com- 
mences on Lake Superior, in my district, and 
|, runs two hundred and fifty miles through it. 
‘| While one half -of the territory of Minnesota 
|| Nes above the forty-sixth parallel nearly all of 
ita population is below it. The upper portion 
i; Of that State has not been settled, although its 
| lands are good, because it has no communica» 
i; tions to market. We know.this road passing 
i through it will produce for it the same marvel- 
ous development which the southern half of 
our State has exhibited under the land-grant 
| system. . 
| This grant was made some six years ago, 
and complaint is made that nothing has been 
` done. This only shows the grant is not too 
|, large for the purpose for which it was given. 
ii Although some of the best men in the coun- 
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try are connected with it, although they have 
labored earnestly and long, they have not been 
able to get capital to construct this road. The 
Union Pacific and the Central Pacific were ' 
granted pecuniary aid by the Government. | 
Sixty-four million dollars of bonds were loaned | 
them to aid in their construction. This not | 
only built their road, but worked disadvan- : 
tageously to the Northern Pacific. By the 
discrimination made in favor of the Central 
route their better secured bonds crowded out 
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by that moa Democratie statesman, Stephen 
A. Douglas, and gallant General Shields, who 


led off with the Itlinois Central grant, a policy 
that did more than all other agencies combined | 
to produce the wonderful prosperity of that | 
State. Girtroundas she was with water trans- | 
portation, yet her boundless interior prairie | 
would have lain fallow for many long years had 
not this policy given impetus to internal im- , 
provement and brought population to its rich 


| 
H ! 
"acres, 


of the market all attempts of this road to secure | 


capital for construction. Within the last few 
months, however, these arrangements have 
been made. More men of capital have taken 
hold of the enterprise, and the building of the 
road is a fixed fact if this bill becomes a law. 
This is no increase of land over that which 
has already been given to this road. It only | 


Thomas Jefferson thought the public lands || 
should be devoted to internal improvement. |! 
| homesteads, within easy reach of market, and 


Benton gazed with confidence into the future, 


when the Federal Government should aid these |, 


great roads to the Pacific. Democratic Con- : 
gresses between 1850 and 1860 made more | 


‘than forty land grants, and the system was 


gives them additional land for an additional ` 
` were then the party of progress, and victory 


piece of road, which they now propose to con- 
struct from Portland upto Puget sound. The 


old grant is not increased one acre. A propo- | 


sition is made here that we shall attach to this - 
the $2 50 provision, requiring that the land 

ranted shall be held by the Secretary of the 

nterior withholding the title from the com- 
pany, and allowing it to be sold only to actual 
settlers atthe price justnamed. This company 
has vested rights which cannot be intertered 
with by any such provision. If attached it 
would prevent the construction of this road. 
Had such a condition been applied to the 
Union and Central Pacific railroads they would 
never have been built. There are roads in the 
States where it may be desirable to attach sach 
a provision; but it has never before been 
attempted upon any of these grand-trunk lines 
across the continent. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. Mr. Speaker, I would | 


very much like to know from the gentleman | 


from Minnesota why it is that the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company, by this new bill, 
proposes to abandon their originally estab- 
lished route direct to Puget sound by diverg- 
ing south to the Columbia river, then down | 
said river to near Portland, and from thence 
north through Washington Territory to their | 
first contemplated terminus ? 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I will answer | 


the gentleman, The old grant provided for 
running across the mountain, and also for : 
building a branch to Portland. This company, 

having no Government subsidy, is obliged to 

be as economical as possible. It desired for 

the present not to cut through the Cascade | 
mountains, but via the Columbia river to Port- 
land, and thence to Paget sound, thus having 
temporarily the advantage of navigation on 
that mighty river to aid in construction. 


; Was upon their banners. 


. the wheels of enterprise and clogging the ad- 


‘ and its principles. But this will not be if we 


But to return to the subject of this $2 50 
clause, I say it never was the intention of the |: 


Committee on the Public Lands to attempt.to 
burden these great enterprises with such a con- 
dition. On the contrary, the committee held . 


a meeting to discuss this very qnestion, and | 


determined that it was not proper or pradent | 
to.do so, and that we sould. recommend the | 

assage of the bill from the Speaker’s table. | 
Thus it has received the sanction both of the | 


Pacific Railroad Committee and the Public i 
! eight million acres, but of this only twenty-two | 


Lands Committee of this House. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I did not distinctly hear | 
the gentleman. Does he say that this bill was : 
approved by a majority of the committee? 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I stated that | 
the Public Lands Committee had a meeting 
and considered the bill on-the table, and con- 
cluded to recommend its passage. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I believe the absent mem- 
bers were opposed to it.: ; 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I think the | 
gentleman is mistaken. f 

But I desire to say a word specially to my 
Demoeratic friends. A worthy member of our 
political faith (Mr. Houtman] endeavored a 
few days since to commit the whole party to 
opposition to land grants. That this is Demo- 
cratic policy I deny. The system was initiated 


{ 
| without the improvement consequent upon this || 
l; benefits. We bind tous foreign nationsthrough 


firmly ingrafted in their policy at the time they - 
were in the full tide of glorious success. They 


It was only when 
pausing in our course, when becoming a nega- ` 
tive instead of a positive party, that we were 
beaten. We cannot succeed now by blocking 
vancement of our country. I look to the great í 
West as the theater of success for our party 


adopt principles antagonistic to internal im- 
provement. We cannot carry a single State 
carved out of these immense plains if we fight 
their best interests. If we pursue a policy to 
retain in the wilderness what might be speedily 
redeemed for civilization we cannot see the 
moral or political distinction by which gentle- 


men can vote millions for their harbors upon | 
` the eastern shores and refuse to let these west- 


ern lands improve themselves. It is not old 
Democracy, and it will not be new Democracy. 

What lias becu the history of this system? 
South Wisconsin was settled under it ; the mar- 
velous development of Iowa is attributable to 
it; Kansas would have been still an uninhab- 
ited prairie without it. My own State strug- | 
gled for years in poverty, forming a thin line 
of settlements along the navigable streams, | 
until the land-grant system gave it new birth 
and brought teeming thousands to occupy as 
rich land as the sun ever shone upon, bat 
with all its richness valueless until its occu- 
pean could have transportation to market. 
Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, | 
California, and Oregon are all participants in | 
this system and recipients of its great bless- | 
ings. ay a9 
‘That there are evils also growing out of it | 


‘| Tadmit. Some of these are inseparable from 
| great improvements and others are the result 
| of improvident State legislation. ‘They donot 


argue against the system, but against its im- 
proper exercise. 
or imaginary, there has never in the whole 


history of our Government been any bounty, : 
donation, or expenditure that has in propor- | 


tion been productive of such large returns. You | 
may consider it in the light of the interest of | 
the whole people of a nation, or of the par- | 
ticular section where applied, and the same | 
wonderful result appears. 

Congress has granted to fourteen States fifty- | 


millions have been. actually certified and re- 
ceived, and with this alone we will deal. 

_No one conversant with lands would value ; 
this at the time of the grant at over fifty cents 
per acre. It would not be worth more now | 


system. Much of it had already been in mar- 
ket twenty years, and was graduated as low as | 
twelve cents per acre. ‘I'he value of the dona- 
tion was then but $11,000,000. ‘There have | 


been built from the effect of this thirteen thou- || 


sand milesof railroad. Value this with equip- 
ment at $40,000 per mile, which is below the į 
American average for construction alone, and | 
we have added to the country a wealth of | 
$520,000,000, giving employment to thousands 

of men and. benefits incalculable in the inter- | 


But with all these evils, real - 
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change of commodity and growth of commerce, 
It has opened an area of settlement under the 
immediate influence of these lines of transport- 
ation of two hundred and fifty million acres, 
to which, if there has been given an increase 
of value of but two dollars an acre, as the resuly 
of the railroad construction, we have five hun- 
! dred millions moreadded tothe national wealth. 

Thus far we can calculate; but there are 
other greater benefits that in their magnitude 
burst the bonds of figures. ‘These thirteen 
thousand miles of road have given a million 
and a half of one hundred and sixty acre 


homes for six million people, one half of 
'-whom at least are foreign immigration that we 
would not have had without this policy. But 
consider the Government in the mere light of 
a property owner, disconnected from its duty 
to do all that will swell the nation’s wealth and 
expand its greatness, and how handsome a 
profit would it have made by its grants asa 
mere speculator. The land granted was worth 
' but $11,000,000. ‘The retained even sections 
‘ would be worth but the same. And yet by the 


| construction of these roads its average price 


' has been thereby raised to $2 50 per acre, or 
an aggregate of $55,000,000, a handsome profit 
of $44,000,000 above expenditures. These 
have been borne out by the facts, for the Gov- 
ernment has been enabled to sell these sec- 
tions much more readily at the double mini- 
mum than at the $1 25 away from the roads. 
It is the only plan of bounty to internal im- 
| provements that brings the donor an immediate 
return that really costs nothing. : 

But, thanksto growing wisdom, the Govern- 
ment no longer stands in the attitude of land 
speculator. Its public domain is not held for 
purposes of revenue, but offered freely for the 
taking to the landless of the world. The paltry 
amount derived from sale is lost in considera- 
tion of the infinitely more important matter of 
settlement, and free homesteads are draining 
the Old World to people the New. Each new | 
inhabitant arrived at the age of maturity is 
worth to the country more than a thousand 
acres of land. 

It is then the condition of these new set- 
tlers, whether from our own surcharged cities 
or from foreign lands, that should be consid- 
ered. What course will bring the largest im- 
migration, induce the largest development? 
Will the homestead policy alone? It is appli- 
cable to all our vast area, and yet where are 


'| the settlements? Are they out upon the ocean- 


like prairies, where the whistle of the locomo- 
tive never disturbs the death-like stillness of 


` the plain? No; you find them closely hugging 


these land-grant roads. Within the limits of 
the grant only an eighty acre homestead can 
be taken, while outside the privilege embraces 
| one hundred and sixty acres. But who does 
not know the eighty acre homesteads are 
always taken first, showing that the settlers 
themselves would give half their land for rail- 
road communication? ae 

There is another important aspect in which 
this system is beneficial to the country. ‘This 
is in the enlistment of foreign eapital in our 
enterprises. Of the $525,000,000 invested in 
land-grant roads more than half has been pro- 
cured directly from Europe. This has distri- 
buted money in regions that would have been 
sorely in need without it. It has gone into sub- 
stantial improvements which cannot be taken 
away from us. ‘The interest we pay upon the 
loans is buta trifle compared with the resulting 


the: strong bond of interest. They would be 


i loth to take up: arms against us, when war 


‘ must be so damaging to their investments. 
‘The interest of capitalists reflects itself upoii 
the poorerpeople who immigrate. We get an 
entrée to their attention that wè could not 
otherwise have. ` Thua we keep up our streams 
of immigration. ` Our land-grant roads are out 


ii best immigration agenciés. 


But I speak not in the interest of any rail- 
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but for the people interested in 
1 never owned a dollar ot | 
d, and in wy professional ; 


road company, 


their construction. 
stock in any railroa 


life have been always opposed to them. Bat | 


I have been land poor, with my neighbors 
around me, and have scen my little all made 
valuable in the general enhancement of prop- 
erty consequent upon the development of this 
aystetn. l knowthat inordinate and improper , 
grants have been made, a 
are grasping and extortionate. But all this 
pertaias to the manner of carrying out this 
policy, and does not militate against the policy 
itsel. A grant should be made of the least 
quantity always that will insure the building 
of the road, and, as a general thing, should 
not be made along navigable streams or lakes, 
where the natural means of transportation will 
insure settlement and im dne time bring rail- ; 
roads without a grant. Livery State should, 
like Wisconsin and Kansas, retain by consti- 
tutional provision full control of her railroad 
charters, and when they attempt to oppress the 
ple lay upon them the heavy hand of legis- 
ative intervention. 
No one more than myself gazea into the 


future with apprehension for the consequences ' 


of the powertul combination of corporations 
that is now taking place in our country. 
fear the rule they will exercise over our land. 


I can see the oppression that this destruc- | 
i| in developing the national domain. The growth 
the people, how their profits may be all ab- | 


tion of healshy competition may bring apon 


sorbed by transportation. But this is not the 
resalt of the land-grant system, nor will a 
stoppage of the policy in any manner prevent 
it, except you might adopt the absurd theory 


that the building of all railroads should be ` try 
stopped. The roads of New York, Pennsyl- | 
vania, and other eastern States certainly exer» i 
cise as mach undue influence in their respective | 
sections, as any road of the West aided with a j 


land subsidy. > . 

Again, gentlemen say railroads will be built 
as fast aa population demands it. That isso; 
bat.there is the rub. Population will not in 
your or my lifetime demand it. They will 
not go out upon the prairies except they have | 
railroad facilities or speedy prospects of some. 
They must be enabled to get lumber for their | 
fences, and bave an opportanity to exchange 
their surplus grain for the necessaries they . 
cannot raise. Our foreign emigration would 
stay at home without land rather than be set 
down in a sea of it hundredsof miles from mar- | 
ket. Admit that by gradual settlement it may 
in time all be taken, whichis the wiser course, 
to await the slow gradation of lifetimes, or to 
leap within a decade to an accomplishment | 


of development that would otherwise require j 


a century to achieve? - It is a choice between 
the ox-train and the locomotive; between 
plodding under the dead weight of old fogyism 
or the swift gait of glorious progress. We | 
have outstripped others in the great march of | 
nations, not merely by our free Government, 
but by new and advanced ideas of improve- 
ment; by casting aside the trammels of pre- | 
judice and grasping the fatare in the novelty | 
of our invention and the grand originality of | 
our enterprise. Thus we have accomplished | 
ina hundred what required other nations a 
thousand years. Shall we pause in this course? | 
Shall we relinquish the ascendency we have 
gained? Shall we clog the wheels of our mag- 
nificent promise, aad leave posterity, far down 
the lapse of time, to realize what our own eyes 


might see and our ears hear? Yield to the | 
theory of thus opposing grants, and the my- | 
ads of acres that go rolling bleak and deso- 


late from the Missouri to the Pacific will | 
remain through the lives of your grandchil- | 
dren the pasiure-ground of the buffalo and 


the hunting park of the savage. But go on; 
m the good course from which the vation has | 


reaped such rich rewards, and many within the 
sound of my voice will sec those vast plains 
teeming with population, villages, and cities, 


and that corporations ` 


io 


` lighter the yoke of all. 


‘| policy. 


vocal with the busy hum of industry, the 

whitened farm-house, the school-house and 

church, dotting the whole landscape, and 

everywhere the broad fields laden with yel- | 

: low grain. Providence helps those who help | 
themselves. Let us not abandon the wise | 
means that have thus far given us so much 
prosperity. 

Time will not permit entering into the pecu- 
liar merits of this Northern Pacific line The 
great lakes stretch almost half way across the 
continent on the east, Puget sound comes in 
from the west, and it seems az if the finger of 
Providence had marked this as the great path- i 
way of nations. It passes through the great ' 
wheat belt, to which we must look for our sup- ` 
ply of this article as the capacity to raise it 
dies out elsewhere. It will compel to civiliza- 
tion the numerous savages who now murder 
and rob the frontiersmen and retreat beyond 
reach to the vast region which this road pro- 
poses to traverse. It is a part of the system 
of the Northern, Central, and Southern routes 

. by which we must bind our country together, 
and conquer the wilderness that has parted the 
Atlantic from the Pacific. 

Let gentlemen reflect upon the magnitude 
of this undertaking, upon its national benefit. 
Let them rise above this spirit of opposition 
to everything that may help another morethan 
ihamacives: Let all parts of the country join 


of the West must enrich the East. It will join 
‘in bearing the national burdens and make 
Pass the bill and you 
i will be doing a good work; for you will have 
| made a giant stride in the road of your coun- 
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| or discuss within the five minutes allowed me 
| by my colleague. I shall endeavor, however, 
to state briefly the grounds of my opposition. 
And I shall commence by referring to the clos- 
ing remarks of the gentleman from Minnesota, | 
{Mr. Witson,] to the effect that it was the 
Democratic party which originally initiated this 
I will make no issue with the gentle- 
man upon that question. I do not care who 


|| {initiated the policy of donating the public lands. 
; F am opposed to it as wrong in principle, as an '' 


; Outrage upon the tax-payers of this country, 
and as in violation of our plighted faith to our | 
constituents who sent us here to legislate for | 
the protection of the public property and for 
the liquidation of the public debt, and not to 
donate the public property to private corpor- 
ations for private and selfish, and not for pub- 
lie purposes. This road has already received | 
forty-five million acres of the public lands, and | 
this bill proposes to give them two and a quar- 
ter million acres more. 

There is a feature of the bill which to me 
has the appearance of a combination of the 
protective tariff interests on behalf of this-bill. 
The chairman of the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad also presides over the Committee of | 
the Whole, and by his ruling endeavored to : 
force, and did force through the Committee of | 
the Whole, the high protective tariff upon steel : 
and iron rails. Now, this bill provides that ; 
no other but steel and iron rails of American 
manufacture shall be used upon this road. The | 
result is that he brings to his aid the whole | 
i Pennsylvania protective interest for the pur- | 
pose of securing the passage of this bill. Now, 
sir, Í am opposed to this principle of legisla- 
tion. We want these public lands for the pub- 
lic Treasury. We want them for the actual 
occupation and actual settlement by the hard- 
fisted yeomanry and working men of the coun- ` 
try. We do not want them to be made the | 
| basis in Europe of railroad speculations or | 
| speculations of any character whatever. It | 
i ig upon these grounds and many others which ! 


I could enumerate if I had time that I am op- 
posed to this bill, and I hope the House will 
not pass it. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. HANIN, 
one of its clerks, announced that the Senste 


i had agreed to the report of the committee of 


conference on the disagreeing votes of the tivo 


' Houses on the amendments of the Senate to 


the ale oe R. No. 1084) relating to the Wash- 
ington Market Company. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. a 


- Mr. WHEELER. I now yield five minutes to 
the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Concer. ] 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, I wish to call 
the attention of the House to the position of 
this grant and to the extent of territory which 
isto be benefited by it before they vote. In this 
whole portion of territory west of the head of 
Lake Superior, where this grant applies, there 
is nota single railroad, or part of a railroad, 
in a distance of five hundred miles wide and 
about eighteen hundred miles long, and almost 
that entire country is to-day almost as unknown 
to the people of these United States, except 
along some of its rivers, as is the interior of 
Africa; whether it be good land or poor land, 
or what its advantages are, is unknown to the 
people of this Union, 

Any one who will look upon the map will see 
that between the Union Pacific railroad and 
our northern boundary line there is an extent 
of territory over five hundred miles in width 
and eighteen hundred miles in length, which 
is almost entirely unsettled and almost entirely 
unknown, in which the Government of the 
United States has to-day almost entire control 
of the soil of nine hundred thousand square 
miles of land. I speak bythe book. There are 
nine hundred thousand square miles of land 


'| that this Government owns to-day, amounting 
‘ to five hundred and seventy-six million acres. 


There are no land offices there. There are no 
roads within the greater portion of this terri- 


‘tory. There are no settlers there. - 


‘There are five hundred and seventy-six mil- 
lion acres of land belonging to the great 
landed proprietor, the United States, perfectly 
inaccessible to immigration, perfectly inacces- 
sible to settlement, and the amount that is to 
be granted to this railroad, large as it is, im- 
mense as it may seem to the minds of a great 
many men here, if it were marked ón the map 


|| on this extent of territory, five hundred miles 


wide and eighteen hundred miles long; would 
be scarcely perceptible. This projected road 
poes through many Territories. It crosses the 

eadsof manyrivers. It goes through the great 
wheat district of the world.. I say to gentle- 
men upon this floor to-day that it passes 
through a region of country which shall yet 
be the granary of the world, besides which the 
Genesee valley and Ohio and Illinois and 
Iowa, with their immense wheat-fields, shall 
sink into insignificance.. It has the: climate, 
it is in the range, it has the soil for producing 
cereals to a greater extent than any territory 
of the same extent in the known world. 

Let me say further that there is now no mode 
of communication to the British North Amer- 
ican possessions north of the great lakes. 
England has striven for years to find a passage 
north of Lake Superior to its Red river set- 
tlements and the British possessions on the 
Pacific, and has failed. It has spent thousands 
and hundreds of thousands of dollars to find 
a communication north of the lakes, and it 
has failed. The building of this road will not 


‘only open that immense territory of our own, 


but it will be the natural and only outlet for 


‘all British North America west of Lake Supe- 


rior. It will be the best means of promoting 
annexation that could be devised. 
Here the hammer fell. ] l 
r. WHEELER. I now yield five minutes 
i the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
La. S : i 
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Mr. ELA. I hope the House will not sus: 
tain the call for the previous question on this 
joint resolution without giving us an opportu- 
nity to look into it and see whatis init. Now, 
sir, what is this proposition? Why, sir, it is 


to borrow money with a mortgage upon forty- 
seven million acres of land, in competition with 
the Government, which has nothing but the 
public faith of the people to guaranty itin what 
it may want to borrow, and to be damaged by 
the chance of Democratic successes, if these 
pea schemes are to be put through a Repab- 
ican Congress. 

Why, sir, it has not even the merit of being 
a bill for the proteetion and benefit of Amer- 
ican labor. What is the demand for this hot 
haste? It is to enable these men to scour the 
purlieus of Europe, for what? To get the scum 
of the population of Europe.to be brought in 
here to compete with the farmers of the West, 
who to-day, if we can believe the gentleman 
from lllinois, [Mr. Burcuarp,] cannot pro- 
duce wheat a at a loss of $4 67 per acre 
on the average. Here is a proposition to mort- 
gage to the money-holders of Europe a domain 
bigger than half a dozen of their small king- 
doms for the purpose at bringing in the lower 
classes of their population to compete still 
farther with the farmers of the West and to 
depress them still further. It is a proposition 
also to bring in the vagrant hordes of Asia to 
build thisroad ; a population not atall desirable, 
of alien blood, with an alien religion, and with 
alien views of government, and sure to become 
a source of weakness to our Government. 

And if the effort is to be made to obtain 
money in our own money markets, where cap- 
ital is scarce, with this mighty advantage over 


i 
| 
practically a proposition to enable this corpor- © 
ation to go into the money market of the world © 


everybody else, it will make it but the harder | 


for the Government to obtain money for its 
purposes, and thus increase the burdens of the 
tax-payers. And is such a scheme as this to 
be driven through this House with only half an 
hour of discussion, in order that these foreign- 
ers may be brought into our country; and for 
what purpose? Is there any occasion to dé- 
velop this region of our country? Are not our 
crops now greater than we consume? And 


what other object can there be except to build - 
up the enormous fortunes of foreign money- | 

nig - | lands are concerned, I have sought the oppor- 
| tunity to say a word or two upon this bill. 
the first place I wish to refer to the proposition | 


holders.. - i l 
Mr. WHEELER.. Before 1 yield again I 


part have the honor.to Tpm and that the 
people of the State of Pennsylvania have a 
great interest in having the railroad system of 
the country extended; and wherever it is not 
well populated, as in the northwestern States 
and the far western Territories, I.am willing 
to grant lands to such corporations in order to 
aid the construction of lines to connect the 
Atlantic with the Pacific by as many different 
routes as may be needed. 

Does it become a Representative from Penn- 
sylvania to oppose these grants? Pennsylvania 


-is an old State, thickly populated, with im- 


' and asked for one dollar to help her in any’ 


mense means in the hands of individuals; and 
it would come with poor grace for her members 
to oppose any such legislation, the more so 
because she has never yet come to Congress 


individual enterprise. By the contributions of 


: her own citizens, $800,000,000 have been ex- . 
pended in building railroads within her bound- |; 


desire te bay in reply to the allegation that this | 


joint: resolution is to be put through without 


|| which has-been urged to impose on the com- | 


consideration, that it has been printed and on «. 


our files since January last--— 

Mr. VAN WYCK. -What-is the object 
reading a bill on .the files, if 
can be offered to it? evades uit oe 

Mr. WHEELER. At Jeast -te understand 
it. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. O Nge] = 


of 


Mr. ONEILIc I-showid-not have said a | 


word upon this bill, the passage of which I 
‘approve, had not the gentleman from‘ New 
Hampshire [Mr. EBLa} referred by name to a 
Philadelphian of great distinction, a citizen 
whom everybody honors, a man of great busi- 
ness enterprise, and of unquestioned integrity. 
I refer to Mr. Jay Cooke, the head of the:firm 
-of Jay Cooke & Co:, and what I have said of 
him 1 can say of all the members of that firm: 
‘They rendered great and important services to 
the Government, for which they were paid; but 
every dollar of subscription obtained. thraugh 
their means went into the coffers of the Gov- 
ernment, and not one dollar of it. went into 
their pockets excepting sach amounts as they 
were entitled to in the way of commissions. 

Mr: VAN WYCK. Asthere is only an hour 
of discussion on this bill, I hope the gentleman 
will occupy it in this mode of discussion. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I have before advocated on 
this floor the granting of public lands.to aid in 
the construction of leading railroads. I believe 
that the people of Philadelphia, whom I in 


| mot exceeding $2 50 per acre. 
no amendments || 


aries. By means of this enterprise she now 


to influence through the indefinite future the 
destiny of nations so far as regards their com- 
mercial supremacy. For ten centuries com. 
merce moved with slow and painful strides 
across the deserts of central Asia. That com. 
merce built up populous cities, and spread the 
civilization of the age wherever it went. But 
the discovery by Vasco de Gama of the route 
round: the Cape of Good Hope broke up the 
line of travel and trade that had been used 
before. Then the cities of the desert went to 
desolation. The sands of the desert swept over 
them, and cities which had once been great 


': and prosperous were known no longer in the 
- history of the world. Commerce then entered 
` upon its second stage, taking the route by the 


Cape of Good Hope, and for three centuries 
it buffeted the storms of that stormy cape. To 


: my mind another great change is about to take 
. place in the history of the commercial world. 


has more than five thousand miles of iron and - 
; isthmus of Panama, and the great transcon- 


steel rails traversing different parts of her aoil. 
I am ready to assist in carrying out the railroad 
system of the country. Ido not believe any 
constituent of mine, or any citizen of Penn- 
sylvania, will find fault with any one of her 
Kepresentatives for advocating the passage of 
measures which will throw open the great Ter- 
ritories of our country to emigration and settle- 
ment by citizens who wish to establish homes 
in the great West. 

I wish I had more time to speak on this 
question. It is one in which I feel great inter- 
est. Ihave always bad a deep concern in rail- 
roads and internal improvements. I have been 
educated in a State which embarked early in 
the canse of internal improvement. 


Penn- . 


sylvania has been in this respect the pioneer . 
of the country; she has been to the whole 


world a bright example of enterprise, energy, 
and liberality in carrying to success great lines 
of railroads and canals. 
{Here the hammer fell. ] 
. Mr. WHEELER. Inow yield five minutes 
to the gentleman from Washington Territory, 
[Mr. GaRFIBLDE. ] 
Mr. GARFIELDB, of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, as my Territory is perhaps more 
directly: affected by this measure than any 
other portion of the United States, so far as its 


In | 


pany a limitation providing that the lands shall | 
: pe disposed of to actual settlers only at a price | 


I beg to say ` 


that a rule which would operate weil in Illinois : 
or Indiana or Ohio is entirely impracticable | 


upon the great plains of the West, I have 


traveled over the line of this road: for a dis- | 


tance of five hundred miles; and I know from 
my own observation that there are places where 
for five, ten, fifteen, or twenty miles no water 
can be found. The substratum is basaltic, the 


| heaving is perpendicular; so that you may dig 
dawn to any possible depth without finding 


water. Now, would you divide such land as 


that into tracts of one hundred and sixty acres | 


and say that they shall never be sold unless to 
settler who will go upon them to par¢h with 
thirst? I speak of what I know, and Į say that 
if you wish to throttle this bill, if you wish to 
destroy this enterprise, limit the control of 


these lands in the hands of the company and | 


you will accomplish it. i 
~. Mr. Speaker, this bill involves: a question 
greater than the Northern Pacific railroad 


itself; greater than the interests of thè region | 


of country through which the road passes, 
greater, to my mind, than any question which 
has been presented to the House this session. 
Sir, there are epochs in the history of the world 
that contro! the destinies of nations for ages; 
and to my mind an epoch is now approaching 


in the commercial history of mankind which is | 


Commerce is now about to enter upon the third 
stage of its career. We are now to witness 
the struggle between the isthmus of Suez, the 


tinental route of America. My time does not 
permit me to refer to the characteristics of 


: these several routes. 


Time is becoming as. important an element 
in the trade and travel of the world as the cost 


. of transportation. Now, areference to the time 


between New York and the great sea-ports of 
eastern Asia will develop someimportant facts, 
Take 100 as the unit of time from New York 
to Yokohama, in Japan, by the North Pacific 
railroad route, and the time by the Union and 
Central roads will be 112, by Panuma 150, and 


. by Suez 190. The result from London to the 
| same point isequally striking, and is as follows: 


North Pacific ronte, 100; Union and Central 
routes, 112; Panama, 142; Suez, 153. 

. These facts are going to control the commer: 
cial destiny of the world. The people. of the 
United States possess a territory spanning the 
continent from ocean to ocean, over which will 
pass the commerce of the world. Itlies withia 
the grasp of the American people to. control 
that commerce; and I invoke this Congress, in 
the light of the public prosperity, in view of the 
decadence of the American. shipping interest, 
to remember that the future and most glorious 
achievement of the American marine will be 
upon the Pacific, where we look out upon the 
vast empires of eastern Asia, and where we are 
to-day producing a revolution tending to:our 
great:advantage among the effete civilizations 
of the Old World. pte 

. {Here the hammer fell.] 

: Mr.. COX. I ask the gentleman from 
York to yield to me. 

- Mr. WHEELER... I-cannot yield. 
Mri COX. I protest against this crucifixion: 
Mr. VAN WYCK. So dol. 

Mr. COX. Between two thieves. = 
-.Mr.. WHEELER. I-now demand the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the bill. - - 

Mr. COX. Thope the previous question will 
not be seconded. elites, Ti 

The House divided; and there were-—ayes 
64, noes 63. : Ae 

‘Mr. RANDALL demanded tellers. — 

- Tellers were ordered; and Mr. WHEELER 
and Mr. RANDALL were appointed. 

. The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 78, noes 59. ae 

- $0 the previous question was seconded. ` -. 
Mr. STILES moved that the bill be laid oa 

the table. 

Mr. COX demanded the yeas and hays. - 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. = 
_ ‘The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 58, nays 85, not voting 
84; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Arnell, Asper, 
Benjamin, Biggs, Bird, James Brooks, Buffinton, 
Burchard, Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, Coburn, Cox, 
Cullom, Dickinson, Duval, Ela, Eldridge, Finkeln- 
burg, Getz, Griswold, Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Alex- 
ander H. Jones, Judd, Knapp, Knott, Lash, Law- 
renco, Loughridge, Marshall, Mayham, MeCrary, 


‘New 
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iakim H. M „Jeese H. 
Moog aigan A More dete 


Potter, Ran 
Smith, 


Ran- 
Stiles, 
Vv. 


Conner Covode, Cowles, Degenor, Dicker, Dixon, 


Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Taffe, Tanner, Til- 
man, Towuscad, Trimble Upson, Voorhees, Cad- 
walader_C. Washburn, Wheeler, Whiunore, and 
Eugene M., Wilson--SS. 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Archer, Atwood, Axtell, . 


Bailey, Barnum, Beatty, Beck, Bingham, Boles, 
Boyd. Burdett, Barr, Benjamin P. Butler, Roderick 
R. Batler, Calkin, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Cook, Crebs, Davis, Dawes, Dookery, Donley, Dyer, 
Farnsworth, Fox, Garfield, Gibson, Gilfillan, Naight, 
Haldeman, Hambleton Hamill, Hawkins, Heaton, 
Hih, Hoge, Holman, Ingersoll, Johnson, Thomas 
L. Jones, Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, McCarthy, MeCor- 
mick, McNeely, Mercur, Morgan, Mungon, Negicy, 
Niblack, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Perce, Flatt, 
Poland, Pomeroy, Rioe, Ridgway, Schumaker, 
Scofield, Shanks, Sherrod, Slocum, William 
Smyth, Stevens, Stevenson, Strader, Strong, Swann, 
Twichell, Van Auken, Van Horn, Ward, William 
E. Washburn, Welker, Wells, Wilkinson, Willard, 
Winchester, Witcher, and Woodward—8i. : 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
table. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. McNEELY stated: I beg to say that 
onthis question I am paired with Mr. SHERROD, 
of Alabama. If he had been here he would 


have voted “no,’’ and I would have voted 


be ay. 

Mr. NIBLACK. On this question I om 
paired with Mr. McCormick, of Missouri. Ifhe 
were present he would vote “ no,’’ and E would 
vote ‘‘ay.’’ I beg also to state that my colleague, 
Mr. Houmas, is paired on this question with 
Mr. Anmstrone, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Hot- 
vay would have voted ‘‘ay.’’ ' 

Mr. SLOCUM. Ibegtpstatethat I am paired 
with Mr. WILxINSON, of Minnesota. If I could 
bave voted I should have voted in the affirm- 
ative. Mr. Witxinson would have voted in 


the ngai Ta : 

Mr. WINCHESTER. I am paired with Mr. 
Weis, of Missouri. 
and [ would vote “ay.” 


` Mr. RICE. Iam paired with Mr. AXTELL, 


of California. If he had been present he would ` 


have voted ‘‘no,’’ and I wonld vote “ay.” 


Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. I am paired | 


with Mr. Burr, of Illinois. If he were here 


he would vote ‘‘ay,’’ and I would vote ‘‘no.”’ | Ew. 
© Horn, Voorhees, Ward, Willtam B. Washburn, Wel- | 
|. ker, Wells, Wilkinson, Witcher, Wood, and Wood- ' 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. On this bill I 
am paired with Mr. Potanp, of Vermont. If 


he were present he would support the biil and |; 


Tole against the motion to lay on the table; 
ce 1 would: vote for the motion to lay on the 
e. ' ; 
The result ef the vote was then announced 
as above recorded. 
Mr. COX, I move that 
journ. . 
Mr. SCHENCK. Before the question is put 
on the motion to adjourn I desire to make a 
proposition te the House. 


the House do now 


the hour of meeting on Moaday. I understand 
that a good many members who are going 


me cannot be here until an hour later than || K 


e regular hour of meeting. Under the Con- 


sitution we cannot adjourn till a later day than | 


M onday 5 


Meeting must beat the usual hour, twelve 
o'clock, I ask the House to agree by unaai- 
mous consent that the hour of meeting on 
onday shall be five o’clock instead of twelve. 
Mr, -LDRIDGE. Say half past seven. 
ae SCHENCK. I have no objection to 


Mr, ALLISON, And let it be understood 
that no business shall be done. 


He would vote *‘ no,” - 


I ask‘ unanimous || 
Consent to make an arrangement ia regard to | 


and unless by unanimous consent the |! 


ea SCHENCK. Ofcourse. Noone éxpects 
that. ; 
| Mr. MAYNARD. Would it not be within 
|: the constitutional rule if we adjourned till ten 
| o’clock on the succeeding day, Tuesday? 
The SPEAKER. It would not. It isin 
the power of the House to adjourn to any hour 
on Monday up till twelve o'clock midnight, 
. bat not to any hour after that. Is there unani- 
mous consent that on Monday the House shall 
meet at half past seven? 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. [I object. 
The question recurred on the motion to 
adjourn. 


The House divided; and there were—ayes - 


58, noes 71. 

Mr. COX demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cox and Mr. 
Maywnarp were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 57, noes 76. 


Mr. ELA demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
ia the negative—yeas 54, nays 93, not voting 
80; as follows: 


XYEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Asper, Benjamin, 
Biggs, Bird, James Brooks, Sidney Clarke, Cleve- 
land, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Dick- 
inson, Duval, Ela, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Finkeln- 

' burg, Getz, 
: soll, Alexander H. Jones 


Thomas L. Jones, Knott, 
Lawrence, Loughtidge, ‘Marshall Maybam, Mo- 
Crary, Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Morrissey, 
Orth, Packard, Potter, Randall, Reoves,. Shanks, 
William J. Smith, Stevenson. Stiles, Sweeney, Ty- 
ner, Van Trump, Van Wyck, Williams, John T. Wil- 
son, Winans, and Winchester—di. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allison, Ames, Ayer, Banks, 
arry, Beaman, Bennett, Benton, Blair, 
Bowen, George M. Brooks, Buck, Backley, Bafiin- 
ton, Burchard, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, William T. 
Clark, Clinton Cobb, Conger, Conner, Covode, 

, Cowles, Degener, Dickey, Dixon, Donley, ox, Fer- 
yiss, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, Hamilton, Harris, Hays, 
Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Jenckes, Judd, Kelley, 
Ketcha tiin, Las „Logan Lenoh. May- 
nard, McGrew, McKee, McKenzie, Milnes, Eliakim 
H. Moore, Mor his, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. 
Morrill, Myers, O’Naill, Peck, Peters, Phelps, Porter, 
Prosser, Kogers, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Schenck, 

_ Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Shober, Joseph 
S. Smith, Worthington C, Smith, William’ Smyth, 
Starkweather, Stokes, Stone, Stoughton, Strick- 
Jand, Taffe. Tanner, Taylor, Tillman, .Townsend, 
Trimble, Upson, Cadwalader È. Washburn, Wheeler, 
Whitmore, Willard, and Eugene M. Wilson—S8. _ 

NOT VOTING—Messra. Archer, Armstrong, Ar- 
nell, Atwood, Axtell, Bailey, Barnum, Beatty, Beck, 
Bingham, Boles, Boyd. Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. 
Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin; Cook, Davis, 
Dawes, Dockery, Dyer, Fox, Garfield, Gibson, Gile 
fiilan, Haight, Haldeman, Hale, Hambleton. Hamill, 
Hawkins, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, Holman, Johnson, 
Julian, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kerr, MeCarthy, McCor- 

H mick, McNeely, Mercur, Morgan, Mungen, Negley, 

i Niblack, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Perce, Platt, Po- 

land, Pomeroy, Rice, Ridgway, Sargent, Schumaker, 

ıı Scofield, Sherrod, Slocum, John A. Smith, Stevens, 

Strader, Strong, Swann. Twichell, Van Auken, Van 


+; ward—80. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


|. Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a privi- 
Jeged question, I move to reconsider the vote 
ordering the main question; and- on that: mo- 
tion | demagd the yeas and nays. . ; 
- The yeas and nays were ordered. se 
The question was taken ; and it was decided 
| in the negative—yeas 60, nays 83, not voting 
84; as follows: s 


Benjamin, Bird, James Brooks, Buffinton, Bur- 
chard, Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, Coburn, Cox, 
Crebs, Cullom, Dickinson, Donley, Duval, Ela, 
| Eldridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkolnburg, Getz, 
i awiey, Hay, Heflin, Ingersoll, Alexander H. 
|| Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Ingersoll, Alexand 
napp, Knott, 
| Mayham, McGrew, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse 
Moore, William Moore, Morphis, Morrissey, Ortb, 
i; Packard, Potter, Randall, Reeves, Sargent, Shanka, 
i Btevenson, Stiles, Stone, Sweeney, Taylor, Tyner, 
‘| Van 
‘| Winans, and Wood—60. 
| NAYS— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Ayer, Banks, 
| Barry, Beaman, Bennett, Benton, Blair, Booker, 
| Bowen, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Cake, 
|| Cessna, Churchill, William T. Clark, Conger, Con- 
ner, Covode, Degener, Dickey, Dixon, Dox, Ferriss, 
| Fisher, Fite, Hale, Hamilton, Harris, Hays, Hoar, 
| Hooper, Hotchkiss, Jenckes, Judd, Kelley. Kelsey, 
| Ketcham, Lafin, Lash, Logan, Lynch, nard, 
li McCrary McKee, McKenzie, Milnes, Daniel J, Mor- 
rell, Samuel P. Morrill, O'Neil, Peck, Peters, 


Griswold, Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Inger- i 


Booker, ` 


YEAS—Messrs.. Adams, Ambler, Arnell, Asper, |: 


Joned, : 
Lawrence, Loughridge, Marshall, |; 
H. | on the table. 


Trump, Van Wyck, Williams, John T. Wilson, ; 


Phelps, Porter, Prosser, Rogers, Roots, Sanford, 
Sawyer, Schenck, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, 
Shober, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, Worth- 
ington C. Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Taffe, Tanner, Titl- 
man, Townsend, Trimble, Voorhees, Cadwalader 
C, Washburn, Wheeler, Whitmore, and Eugeno M. 
VIOE VOTING—M 
T —Messrs. Archer, Armstrong, At- 
‘Food. Axtell, Bailey, Barnum, Beatty, Beck, Biggs, 
ingbam Boles, Boyd Burdett, Burr, Benjamin I. 
Butler, Roderick R, Butler, Calkin, Amasa Cobb, 
-Ulinton L, Cobb, Cook, Cowles, Davis, Dawes, Dock- 
| ery, Dyer, Fox, Gartield, Gibson, Gilfillan, Griswold, 
| Haight, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, 
Heaton, Hill, Hoge, Holman, Johnson, Thomas L 
Jones, Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, MeCarthy, McCormick, 
MeNeely, Mercur, Morgan, Mungen, Myers, Negiey, 
Niblack,Packer, Paine, Palmer, erce, Platt, Poland, 
Pomeroy, Rice, Ridgway, Schumaker, Scofield, Sher- 
rod, Slocum, William J. Smith, Stevens, Strader, 
Strong, Swann, ‘I'wichell, Upson, Van Auken, Van 
Ilorn, Ward, William B. Washburn, Welker, Wells, 
Wilkinson, ‘Willard, Winchester, Witcher, and 
‘Woodward—84. 


So the House refused to reconsider thie vote 
‘by which the main question was ordered. 


Mr. ELA. I move that the House now 
adjourn. 
` Mr. STILES. And on that motion I call 
for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question wastaken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 45, nays 89, not voting 
98; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrg. Adams, Ambler, Arnell, Asper, 
| Benjamin, Bird, James Brooks, Cleveland, Amasa 
. Cobb, Coburn, Callom, Dickinson, Duval, Eldridge, 
| Farnsworth, Finkelnburg, Getz, Griswold, Lay, 
! Heflin, Ingersoll, Alexander If.. Jones, Thomas L. 
Jones, Knott, Lawrence, Marshall, Mayham, Mo- 
'- Crary, Jesse Hi. Moore, William Moore, Morrissey, 
| Orth, Potter, Randall, Reeves, Shanks, William r 
Smith, Stevenson, Stiles, Tyner, Van Trump, Wil- 
liams; John 'I. Wilson, Winans, and Wood— 45. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Ayer, Banks, Barry, Bea- 
‘man, Bennett, Benton, Blair, Booker, Bowen, George 
M. Brooks, Buck; Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, 
‘Cake, Cessna, Charchill, William T. Clark, Clinton 
`L. Cobb, Conger, Covode, Cowles, Degener, Dickey, 
Dixon, Dox, Ferris, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, Hamilton, 
‘| Harris, Hays, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Jenckes, 
' Jadd, Kelley, Kelsey, Ketcham, Kna p, Lofiin, Lash, 
Lynch, Maynard, McGrew, McKee, McKenzie, 
Milnes, Eliakim H. Moore, Morphis, Daniel J. Mor- 
rell, Samuel P. Morrill, O’ Neill, Peek, Peters, Phelps, 
Porter, Prosser, Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, 
‘Schenck, Lionel A.Sheldon, Porter Sheidon, Shober, 
‘John A, Smith, Joseph S. Smith, Worthington ©. 
‘Smith, William Smyth ,Starkweather,Stokes, Stough- 
ton, Strickland, Taffe, Tanner, Taylor, ‘viilman, 
| Townsend, Trimble, Upson, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burn, Whocter, Whitmore, Willard, and Eugeno M. 
1130N—07. i 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Archer, Arm- 
strong, Atwood, Axtell, Bailey, Barnum, Beatty, 
Beck, Biggs, Bingham, Boles, Boyd, Burdett, Burr, 
-Benjamin F.: Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, 
Sidney Clarke,: Cook, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Davis, 
‘Dawes, Dockery, Donley, Dyer, Ela, Fox, Gartield, 
Gibson, Gilfillan, Haight, Haldeman, Hale, Hamble- 
ton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hawley, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, 
Holman, Johnson, Julian, Keliogg, Kerr, Logan, 
-© Lougbridge, McCarthy, McCormick, McNeely, Mer- 
; eur, Morgan, Mungen,. fyers, Negley, Niblack, 
Packard, acker, ainc, Palmer, Perce, Platt, Po- 
land, Pomeroy, Rice, Ridgway, Sargent, Schu- 
maker, Scofield, Sherrod, Slocum, Stevens, Stone, 
Strader, Strong, Swann, Sween Twichell, Van 
Auken, Van Horn, Van Wyck, Voorhees, Ward, 
= William B. Washburn, Welker, Wells, Wilkinson, 
:. Winchester, Witcher, aad Woodward—93, >: 


So the House refused to adjourn.. . 

|- Mr. BLA. I move that there be a call of 
li the House, and on- that motion I demand the 
' yeas and nays. ; 

` Mr. DICKEY. Irise toa point of order. I 
submit that that motion is not in order while 
| the previous question is operating. 

i The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
|| point of order. 

‘+ Mr. STILES. I appeal from the decision 
| of the Chair. s 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to lay the appeal 


| 
i 
1. 


o Mr. RANDALL. And on that motion I 
call for the yeas und nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I desireto make an inquiry 
of the Chair. 
|o The SPEAKER... The Chair will hear it. 
Mr. SCHENCK.: There is a rule in regard 
| to dilatory motions after the eall for the pre- 
vious question has been sustained. Is not an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair a dilatory 
motion of that kiad? - - j a a 


$270 


The SPEAKER. Dilatory motions are cut 
off only by a suspension of the rules on Mon- 
days. But a motion to adjourn having been 
voted down, it is not in order to renew the 
motion at the same stage of the business of the 

‘House; not till some other business has been 
transacted by the House. ; 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to make a suggestion to the House which 
I think will settle all this difficulty. 
leave to make a speech on the tariff for an 
hour, and [ am sure there will be no quorum 
present by the time I get through; [laughter, } 
and an adjournment can then be carried with- 
out difficulty. 

Mr. DICKEY. I object. 

The SPEAKER. 
upon the motion to lay on the table the appeal 
from the decision of the Chair, upon which the 
yeas and nays are ordered. : 

The question was then taken ; and it was 
decided in the affiirmative—yeas 183, nay 1, 
not voting 98; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allison, Ambler, Arnell, Asper, 
Ayer, Banks, Barry, Beaman, Benjamin, Bennett, 
Benton, Biggs, Bird, Blair, Bowen, George M. 
Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buiinton, Burchard, Cake, 
Cessna, Churchill, William T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, 
Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Con- 
ner, Covode, Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Degener, 
Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Donley, Dox, Duval, Kia, 
Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, Gilfillan, 


Hamilton arris, Hawley, Hays, Heflin, Hoar, 
Hooper, to ersoll, Jenckes, Alexandor H. Jones, 


Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, ; 


Laflin, Lash, Lawrence, Loughridge, Lynch, Mar- 
shall, Mayham, Maynard, McCrary, McGrew. Mc- 
Kee, MeKenzie, Milnes, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. 
Moore, William Moore, Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, 
‘Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, O’Neill, Orth, Packard, 
Peck, Peters, Phelps, Porter, Potter, Prosser, Rice, 
Rogers, Roots, Santord, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Shanks, Lione ‘A. Sheldon, ‘ he! 
John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, William J. Smith, 
WorthingtonC. Smith, WilliamSmyth,Starkweather, 
Stevenson, Stone, Stoughton, Strickland, Taffe, Tan- 
ner, Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, Trimble, Tyner, 
Upson, Van Trump, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. 

ashburn, Wheeler, Whitmore, Willard, Williams 
Fugene M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, Winans, an 
A Wo00d—. 


NAY—Mr. Harl, 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Archer, 
Armstrong, Atwood, Axtell, Bailey, Barnum, Beatty, 
Beck, Bingham, Boles, Booker, Boyd, James Brooks, 
Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. 
Butler, Calkin, Cleveland, Cook, Davis, Dawes, 
Dockery, Dyer, Eldridge, Finkelnburg, Fox, Gar- 
field, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, 
Halo, Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Heato 

oge, 
Kellogg, Kerr, Knott, Logan, McCarthy, McCormick, 
McNeely,Mercur, Morgan, Morrissey, Mungen,Neg- 
Jey, Niblack, Paeker, Paine, Palmer, Perce, Platt, 
Poland, Pomeroy, Randall, Reeves, Ridgway, Schu- 
‘maker, Scofield, Sherrod, Siocum, Stevens, Stiles, 
‘Stokes, Strader, Strong, Swann, Sweeney, Iwichell, 
Van Auken, Van Horn, Van Wyck, Ward, William 
‘B. Washburn, Welker, Wells, Wilkinson, Winches- 
ter, Witcher, and Woodward—93, 


So the appeal was laid on the table. 

Mr. ELA. I move that the House now 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Business having inter- 
vened since the last motion to adjourn, that 
motion is again in order. 

The question was taken upon the motion to 
adjourn; and upon a division there were— 
ayes 67, noes 62. ; 

Before the result of the vote was announced 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, and Mr. FITCH 


called for the yeas and nays on the motion to | 


adjourn. . . 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ` 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Before the vote is taken 
by yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn I 
ask to be excused from voting. 

Mr. ALLISON. _E hope not. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I call for the yeas 
and nays on excusing the gentleman from 
voting. 

Mr. PETERS. I think the gentleman ought 
to be excused, because he is paired with my 
colleague, Mr. HALE. 

The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

. Mr. RANDALL. I now renew the motion 
to adjourn. J 

- The question was taken ; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 64, noes 65. 


I ask | 


n, Hill, | 
Holman, Hotchkiss, Johnson, Julian, Kelley, | 
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Before the result of the vote was announced, 
Mr. INGERSOLL called for tellers on the 
motion to adjourn. 


|| Tellers were ordered; and Mr. WHEELER | 
and Mr. Ixcersous were appointed. 


“Mr. VOORHEES. I would suggest that we 


‘are doing no good here, but wasting time : 
. fruitlessly. 
` to press this measure to a vote to-day. 
therefore, to suggest that there be an agree- | 


ment that the vote upon this bill may be pba John ie Smith, William J. Smith, Stevenson, Stiles, 
` i! Sweeney, Tillman, Tyner; 
have conferred with the chairman of the Com- | sh i 


` mittee on the Pacific Railroad, [Mr. WHEELER, ] ‘| 


I am satisfied it would not be wise 
I rise, 


say on Wednesday next at a given hour. 


of which committee I am a member, and | 


. : believe this suggestion meets his approbation. | 
The pending question is - 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. So faras Iam con- 
cerned I shall have no objection to that, pro- 


` vided the gentleman having charge of the bill 
would allow the amendment of my colleague . 
{Mr. Hawxey] and the other amendments - 


which have been proposed to be voted on. 


Mr. WHEELER. To thatI cannot consent. . 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
position of the question. The previous ques- 
tion is operating, and if the 


up immediately after the reading of the Journal. 
Mr. STILES. Would it be in order to move 
to refer the bill? 


The SPEAKER. It would not while the 


` previous question is operating. 

Mr. SARGENT. I appen? to the gentleman | 
orter Sheldon, Shober, , from New York [Mr. \ ; 

ith, | amendment to be considered as pending that | 

| will secure rights in these lands to actual set- | 


Without it I cannot vote for it, and‘ 


HEELER] to allow an 


tlera. 
many others are with me. 


Mr. WHEELER. I must decline. I am 


‘willing to assent to the arrangement that the 


vote shall be taken at two o’clock on Wednes- 


‘day next. 


Several members objected. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Tellers have been ap- 
pointed, and wd will take their places. 

Mr. CULLOM., I desire to know why the 
chairman of the Committee on the. Pacific 
Railroad refuses to allow amendments to come 
before the House that members may vote on 
them? 

Mr. RANDALL. And refuses to allow 
debate. 

The SPEAKER. Thetellers areon the floor, 


|! and no debate is in order. 


The House divided ; and the tellers report- 


ed—ayes 73, noes 67. 


Mr. WHEELER. I call forthe yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey, by unanimous 
consent, obtained leave of absence for two days 
from Monday next. 

Mr. KNAPP, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave of absence for twelve days from 
and including next Monday. 

Mr. STILES, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave of absence for Monday next. 

- Mr. MORGAN, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave of absence for ten days from 
next Monday. ; 

Mr. BIGGS, by unanimous consent, obtained 


i leave of absence for Monday next. 


Mr. JENCKES, by unnaimous consent, 
obtained leave of absence for ten days from 


next Monda 


Mr. CULLOM, by unanimous consent, ob- 


‘tained leave of absence for one week from 


next Monday. . 
Mr. ALLISON, by unanimous consent, 


.obtained leave of absence for next Monday. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD——AGAIN. 


The question recurred on Mr. RANDALL'S 
motion to n on which the yeas and nays 
had been ordered. 


"| L. Jones, K 


|| Degener, à 
| ilton,. Harris, Hoar, Hooper, Hotehkiss, Jenckes 


ouse should | 
adjourn this bill will come up as unfinished ` 
: business when the House meets again ; but on 

: Monday the unfinished business is not taken 

` up till the expiration of the morning hour ; on 


: every other day the unfinished business comes 
Heaton, Hill, Hoge, Holman, Ingersoll, Johnson, 


May 5, 


‘ The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeus 66, uays 73, not voting 
88; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesera. Adams, Allison, Ambler, Asper, 


i! Beaman, Beek, Benjamin, Benton, Diggs, Bird, Blair, 


James Brooks, Burchard, Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, 
Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cox, Creba, Cullom, Dickinson, 
Daval, Ela. Eldridge, Farnsworth, Finkelnbarg,Geta, 
Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas 
nott, Lawrence, Loughridge, Marshall, 
Mayham, McCrary, McGrew, Milnes, J esse H. Moore, 


William Moore, Morphis, Morrissey, Orth, Packard, 


Potter, Randall, Reeves, Rogers, Sargent, Shanks, 
Van Trump, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Willard, Williams, John T. Wilson, 
Winans, and Wood—t. - ; 
NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Ayer, Banks, Barry, Ben- 
nett, Booker, Bowen, George M, Brooks, Buck, Buck- 
ley, Buffinton, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, William T. 
Clark, Clinton L. Cobb, Conger, Covode, Cowles, 
Dickey, Dixon, Dox, Ferriss, Ferry, Ham- 


Judd, Ketcham, Laflin, hogan, Lynch, Maynerd, 
McKee, McKenzie, Eliakim H. Moore, Daniel J. 
Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, O'Neill, Peck, 
Peters, Phelps, Porter, Prosser, Hoots, Sanford, Saw- 
yer, Schenck, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, 
Shober, Joseph S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 
‘William Smyth, Starkweather, Stokes, Stoughton, 
Strickland, Tafe, Tanner, Taylor, Townsend, Trimble, 
Upson, Voorhees, Wheeler, Whitmore, and Eugene 
M. Wilson—73._ - s? 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Archer, Armstrong, Ar- 
nell, Atwood, Axtell, Bailey, Barnum, Beatty, Bing- 
ham, Boles, Boyd, Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F, But- 
ler, Roderick R. Butter, Calkin, Cook, Conner, Davis, 


' Dawes, Dockery; Donley, Dyer, Fisher, Fitch, Fox, 
, Garfield, Gibson, Gilfillan, Griswold, Haight, Hal- 


deman, Hale, Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hays, 


Julian, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kerr, Knapp, Lash, 
McCarthy, McCormick, McNeely, Mercur, Morgan, 
Mungen, Ne ley, Niblack, Packer, Paine, Palmer, 
Perce, Platt, Poland, Pomeroy, Rice, Ridgway, Schu- 
maker, Scofield, Sherrod, Slocum, Stevens, Stone, 
Strader, Strong, Swann, Twichell, Van Auken, Van 
Horn, Van Wyck, Ward, William B. Washburn, 
Welker, Wells, Wilkinson, Winchester, Witcher, 
and Woodward—88. 


So the motion to adjourn was notagreed to. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. I rise to a privileged 
question. I ask to be excused from voting on 
the passage of the bill. 

r. ROOTS. Is not the gentleman paired? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [If so, that is a goo 
reason why he should be excused. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state 
to the. gentleman from. New York [Mr. Van 
Wyck] that requests to be excused from voting 
are only entertained immediately before the 
taking of the vote on which the excuse is 
desired. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iappealfrom the decision 
of the Chair. - 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not made 
any decision, but only a suggestion. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I insist on my request, 
and ask that the question shall be put on grant- 


ing it. 

Sar. DICKEY. No one will object to the 
gentleman being excused. i 

Mr. STILES. I move a call of the House, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania moves there be a call of the House, 
which is not in order, the previous question 
having been seconded. 

Mr. STILES. I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. : 

Mr. RANDALL. I move thatthe appeal 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. STILES. On that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. . 

Mr. HOAR. Irise to a point of order, that 
itis not in order to appeal from the decision 
of the Chair on any question of order after the 
previous question bas been seconded. Ifit were 
otherwise it would be in the power of a minor- 
ity of this House to delay interminably the pas- 
sage of any measure to which it was opposed. 

Mr. COX. I call the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman need not 
argue the point. The uniform practice of the 
House is to the effect that it is within the powet 
of one fifth of the members present, except 
under a suspension of the rules, which can only 
be done on Monday or in the last ten daysof the 
session, to prevent action on bills by dilatory 
motions. ‘The Chair overrules the point of 


|Í order. 


1870. 
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Mr. HOAR. Then the minority can prevent 
action on this bill until Monday morning. 

The SPEAKER, It is a question of phys- 
ical endurance, if the minority insist upon their 
right to make these dilatory motions. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to make a propo; | 


sition to the House. I have sustained this bill 
at every stage, and voted with its friends on 
every notion. It is manifest that its opponents 
do not intend to let it pass this evening. 

suggest, therefore, we allow the question to go 
over until Monday next. The debates will be 
reported in the Globe, and in the mean time we 
can read them, and inform ourselves on the 


subject. 

Mr. RANDALL. Neither debate nor amend- 
ment has been allowed to this bill. 

Mr. DICKEY. I rise to a parliamentary 


inquiry. The gentleman from New York has 


asked to be excused from voting on the final 

of this bill, I understand he is. paired 
with the gentleman from Maine. Does that 
excuse them both? 

The SPEAKER. The House can take no 
cognizance of pairs. That is a matter between 
the members themselves. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I make a point that 
debate is out of order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not enter- . 
tain the motion of the gentleman to be excused | 
from voting on the final passage of this bill, | 
as that motion is not now before the House. | 


Nor does the Chair entertain the motion that 


there be a call of the House, as that motion is | 


not in order during the pendency of the pre- | feld. Qibson, Griswold, 


vious question. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Task unanimous consent 


that action be postponed on the bill until Wed- | 


nesday after the morning hour. 
Mr. COX. I object. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope in the mean time 


printed, eo that members may inform them- 


selves in reference to the provisions of this bill, : 
as I do not think they understand them now. | 


Mr. SARGENT. I object to any arrange- 
ment, unless I am authorized to move an 
amendment protecting actual settlers. I shall 
object to anything unless that is agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope the gentleman from 


Mr. WHEELER. I cannot consent. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the 
motion to lay the appeal upon the table. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House do now 


adjourn. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I rise to a parliamentary 
question. Is it in order for me to move if the 
House should adjourn this afternoon without 


final action on the bill that the bill and amend- | 


ments he printed ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope that will be done. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The bill and amend- 
wents ought to be printed before we are asked 
to act upon them. 

Mr. WOOD. Linsist on my motion to adjourn. 

Mr. WHEELER. I am perfectly willing to 
et this bill go over, provided it is the under- 
standing that the vote shall be taken on Wed- 
nesday next, at one o'clock. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I object to that. 

The question recurred on the motion to 
adjourn. 

The House divided 
71, noes 67. 

Mr. DICKEY demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I ask to be excused 

rom voting. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot enter- 
tain the motion to excuse the gentleman from 
Voting on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I appeal from that 

ecision. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot enter- 
tain the appeal. The rule is explicit that on 
a motion to adjourn no member has a right 

be excused, and for a very obvious reason. 

Mr. McNEELY. Irise to a parliamentary 


; end .there were—ayes 


} 


i 


. Cuilom, Dickinson, Duval, Ela, Eldridge, Farns- |; 


inquiry. IFI am paired, cannot I be excused 
from voting? . 

The SPEAKER. Pairs are a matter of 
personal honor between members, and are not 
recognized by the rules. - 

The question was taken; and it was decided | 
in the affirmative—yeas 76, nays 66, not voting | 
85; as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Ambler, Arnell, | 
Asper, Beaman, Beck, Benjamin, Benton, Biggs, 
Bird, Blair, Booker, James Brooks, Burchard, Sidney | 
Clarke, Cleveland, A masa Cobb, Coburn, Cox, Crebs, | 


: worth, Gets, Gilfillan, Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Ingersoll, | 


. Alexander I. Jones, Thomas L, Jonos, Knott, 


: Morrigsey, Orth, 
: Rico, R 


Law- 
rence, Lougbridge, Marshall, Maybam, Maynard, ; 
McCrary, McGrow, McKenzie, McNeely, Eliakim H. | 
Moore, Jesso H. Moore, William Moore, Morphis, | 
Paokard, Potter. Randall, Reeves, 

Shanks, Shober, William J: ! 


ogers, Sargent, 


: Smith, Stevenson, Stiles, Stokes, Sweeney, Tillman, | 


' Townsend, Tyner, 
: burn, Willard, Williams, John T. Wilson, Winans, 


Van ‘Trump, Cadwalader C. Wash- 


; Winchester, and Wood—76. 


i ton, Cake, 
L. Cobb, Conger, Conner, Covode, Cowles, Dege- | 
| ner, Dickey, Dixon, 


: ton 


the bill and amendments will be ordered to be | Morao ian N 


|| tion to the business on Monday. 
| manifest that there will be no quorum here on | 
New York will consent to this postponement. | 


4 


S—Messrs. Ayer, Banks, Barry, Bennett, | 
Bowen, Georgo M. Brooks, Back, Backley, Buffin- 
Cessna, Churchill, William T. Clark, Clin- 


Dox, Ferriss, Ferry, Filkelnburg, 
Fitch, Hamilton, Harris, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, 
Jenckes, Judd, Kelsey, Ketcham, 

Lynch McKee, Daniel J 


. Morrell, Myers, O’ 
Peck, Peters, Phelps, 


Porter, Prosser, Roots, San- 

Sheldon, Joseph 

William Smyth, 7 

land, Taffe, Tanner, Taylor, Trimble, Upson, | 

Wheeler, Whitmore, and Eugene M. Wilson—66. i 
NOT VOTING — Messrs. Ames, Archer, Arm- 

strong, Atwood, Axtell, Bailey, Barnum, Beatty, | 
Bingham, Boles, Boyd, Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. 
Bautier, Roderick lt. Butler, Calkin, Cook, Davis, | 

Dawes, Dockery, Donley, Dyer, Fisher, Fox, Gar- | 

a | 

| 

| 

| 


N. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 


i aight, . Haldeman, Hale; 
Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hays, Heaton, Hill, | 
Hoge, Holman, Johnson, Julian, Kelley, Kellogg, 
Kerr, Knapp, Lash, McCarthy, McCormick, Mercur, | 
Milnes, Morgan, Samuel P. Morrill, Mungen, Neg- : 
ley, Niblack, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Perce, Platt, 
Poland, Pomeroy, Ridgway, Schumaker, Scofield, 
Sherrod, Slocum, John A. Smith, Stevens, Stone, , 
, Swann, Twicheli, Van Auken, Van 
Voorhees, Ward, William B, 


Horn, Van Wyck, 
Wells, Wilkinson, Witcher, and 


Washburn, Welker, 
Woodward—85. 


So the motion to adjourn was agreed to. | 


Mr. SCHENCK. Before the result of the 
vote is announced I desire to renew my request 
that we come to some understanding in rela- | 
t is very , 


thatday. And if gentlemen object to changing + 
the hour of meeting till the evening there may | 
bean understanding that there shall be no busi- | 
ness transactedon Monday. I also give notice 
that on Tuesday I shall press for a call of the 
House if there is not a quoram here on that 


day. 

fir. FARNSWORTH. And I will press for | 
a call of the House if there is not a quorum 
present‘on Monday. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. The gentlemen who 
are not going away ought to be a little liberal 
to those who are. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
asks unanimous consent to an understanding 
that there shall be no business transacted on 
Monday. . 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to move that the pending bill be printed. 

There was no objection; and it was so 
ordered. r 

The result of the vote on the motion to ad- 
journ was then announced as above recorded ; 
and the House accordingly (at four o’clock 
and fifty minutes p. m.) adjourned till Monday 
next, 


PETITIONS, ETC. : 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: $ : 

By Mr. ARNELL: The petition of Leonard 
Harkless and others, praying to be allowed 
pay, bounty, and allowances. - 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: A petition of 
citizens of Lawrence county, Tennessee, for 
the abolition of import duties on tea and eof- 


afin, Lo, an, : 
jan. | culating medium of the country. 
ford, Sawyer, Schenck, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter | . 


Starkweather, Stoughton, Strick- ; 


fee, and for a reduction of the rate of duty on 
pontea sugar. 

- By Mr. LASH: The petition of Charles 
Brentz, a citizen of Forsyth county, North Car- 
olina, for removal of disabilities. 

Also, the petitions of William Bodenham- 
mer and George Smith, citizens of Davidson 
ama North Carolina, for removal of dis- 
abilities. 


By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of Jacob 


| Libby, of Naples, Maine, for a pension. 


By Mr. PETERS: A petition of citizens of 
Bangor, Maine, against the funding bill. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of Thomas 
T. T. Tabb, of Goochland county, Virginia, 
praying that his legal and political disabilities 
imposed by the fourteenth article of amend- 
ments to the Constitution, be removed. 

By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of 
Sarah R. Steer, A. R. McDonald, and 733 
others, citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying 


‘| an amendmentof the Constitution of the United 
: States of America so as to acknowledge God 


as the source of power. 
By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of N. 
H. Wood, praying for an increase of the cir- 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 6, 1870. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P., New- 


i| Man, D 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
LAND DISTRICT IN KANSAS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair pre- 
sents the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the bill (S. No. 369) to establish 
an additional land district in the State of 
Kansas. ‘ 

The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ment, but was interrupted by 

Mr. POMEROY. I should like to have that 
lie on the table for a moment until I can see 
what the amendment is. 

Mr. ROSS. Would a motion to concur be 


| in order? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. A motion to con- 


i cur would be inorder. The Senator’s colleague 


desires it to lie on the table until he can exam- 
ine it. 

Mr. POMEROY. If my colleague has 
examined it I will not insist upon that.. 

Mr. ROSS. I have examined it, and it is 
substantially the same as the bill introduced 
by myself originally some months ago. 

Mr. POMEROY. Does it create a new land 
district? 

Mr. ROSS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POMEROY. And retains the one in 
the north? 

- Mr. ROSS. No, sir. 

Mr. POMEROY. It strikes out that? 

Mr. ROSS. Yes, sir. T 

Mr. POMEROY. Then I wish it to lie on 
the table for the present. I want to see what 


1t 18. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
present it at some later period in the day. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 1956) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue aregister to 
the schooner Gavallo Marino was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. i 3 

The bill (H. R. No. 1899) for the relief of 
Captain David Beatty’s company of independ- 
ent scouts was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the peti- 
tion of John Rosenheimer, of Bexar county, 
Texas, praying the removal of his political dis- 
abilities; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented a petition of 
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citizens of New Hampshire, praying an appro: 
tiation of $30,000, subject to the order of 
rs. Josepha S. Griffing, for the relief of the 
poor of the District of Columbia; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 


Mr. WILLEY. I present a petition. of a! 


citizen of Wythe county, Virginia, by the name 


of W. Wade Woodson, setting forth a good ; 


many reasons why he ought to be relieved from 
his political disabilities, and. concluding very 
penitentially as follows: 

“Tam, I know, a true friend of the Administration, 


Mr. CONKLING. I see that the Senator 
from Maine [Mr. Morritt]ishere. I thought 
at the momest he was not in. I understood 
yesterday that the appropriation bill was to be 
taken up to-day, with a view of proceeding with 
it and, completing it, if possible, this week. I 
hope we shall sit to-morrow, and go on with 
the appropriation bill. ` 

Mr. SUMNER and Mr. TRUMBULL. I 
hope not. , 

The question being put; there were, on a 


. division—ayes 24, noes 17. 


and will imitato the example of Sczavola before my | 


arm shaH ever again wage war on the Government. 
May I not hope that your honorable body will 
“Show pity and forgive, 
Let a repentant rebel live?” 
[Laughter.] > v ae D ie se 
I moveits reference to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. - 
The motion was agreed to. : 


Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 


. Mr. STEWART called for the yeas and nay} : 


and they were ordered. 


, ators are voting against adjourning over under 
> the apprehension that the Senator in charge 
` Of the appropriation bills desires us to work 


to-morrow. I understand from him that he 


. has no objection to an adjournment over. 


R. E. Grant, Wythe county, Virginia; of George | 
T. Wescoat, Franktown, Northampton county, .. 


Virginia; of William H. B. Castis, Accomac 
county, Virginia ; and of D. B. Fisher, Frank- 
town, Northampton county, Virginia, praying 


the removalef their pelitical disabilities ; which . 
were referred to the select Committee on the — 


Removal of Political Disabilities. 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Texas, presented the ' 


petition of Mary Ann Montgomery, widow of 
the late William W. Montgomery, of the first 
Texas cavalry, praying to be allowed a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. ` : : i 


hold wringers of various manufactures, remon- 
strating against the passage of the House bill : 
No. 1492, for the extension of John Young’s | 


patent for washing and. wringing machines; 
which was ordered to lie on thé table. a 
Mr. WARNER presented the petition of Mar- 
us C. Lane, of Greenville, Alabama, praying 
the removal of his political disabilities ; Shieh 
as referred to the select Committee on the 
emoval of Political Disabilities. 


. Mr. STOCKTON presented a petition of l: R 
citizens of New Jersey, praying that a pension | 


be granted to Franz Schumann, late sergeant 
major seventy-fourth Pennsylvania volunteers ; 


hich was referred to the Committee pn Pen- | 
7 BS Fels occ TA o f | the Senate the amendment of the House of 


sions. 


.. Mr. MORTON.. I present the memorial of 


Colonel Daniel McClure, Assistant Paymaster | 
General United States Army. This memorial- . 


ist.shows that. he was the acting paymaster 


with General Twiggs in Texas in 1861, at the ; os 
8g ; % = clause and in lieu thereof to insert: + 
' That al? that portion of the State of Kansas lying | 
south of the fonrth standard paralie},and west af the : 


time the rebellion first developed in Texas; ;; 
that the rebel authorities attempted to seize | 
is money; that they seized nearly three hun: | 


dred dollars of the amount at Austin, but he 
got away with the balance, about forty thou- 


sand dollars. But he.had at the same time || ġ 


$1,100 on deposit with the sub-Treasurer in 
the city of New Orleans, The rebel anthori- 


ties seized his Winks there, and he still stands | 
yeon the books of 
iş memorial asks i 


charged with that amoant 
the Treasury Department,. His 
to be relieved from this liability on the books 
of the Treasury Department. I move that 
ib be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. |. Aa = ‘ pig o2 
- The motion was agteed to. y 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
. Mr. BUCKINGHAM. -I move that when 
the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. __. Ae 
Mr. SUMNER. ` That is right. 
* Several Senators. No; no. 


The VICE PRESIDENT: The question is 


motion of the Senator from: Connecti- 


ou tl 
cut, that.when the Senate adjourns,to-day it 
adjourn to meet on Monday next... -... | 
_,, Mr.. CONKLING.... That motion, I believe, 
iš debatable? 0 n DL 
. The VICE PRESIDENT. It is debatable. 


_ Mr, CONKLING presented a memorial of | resul 


sundry citizens of New York, sellers af house- | 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If it is tne pleas- 
are of the Senate to work to-morrow upon the 
appropria on bill of course it will be my 
pleasure to be here to attend to it. I express 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred a 
memorial of a committee on behalf of the grand 
jurors of the District, praying for increased 
compensation, asked to be discharged froin its 
farther consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The same committee, to 
whom were referred the bill (H. R. No. 1166) to 
incorporate the Linthicum Institute of George- 
town; the bill (S. No. 89) to incorporate the 
Uniontown and Washington City Railroad Com- 
pany, in the Districtof Columbia; a petition for 


the i poration of a tobacco manufacturi 
Mr. TIPTON. [understand that some Sen- | S PPOTporiue n umg 


company ; a petition for the incorporation of the 
National Union Manufacturing Company; and 


` a petition from the National Union Bricklayer’s 


: Association for an act of incorporation, have 
` directed me to report back tha same, and ask 


no desire or wish about it. I am entirely will- - 
, ing that the Senate shall take such course as 


they seé fit. So far as I am concerned, it 


would satisfy my. convenience to be here to- . 


morrow to attend to the appropriation bill. 

Still it is a question for the consideration of the 

Senate whether they will sit to-morrow or not. 
Mr, CONKLING, The Senator is ready to 

proceed with the appropriation bill? 

: Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Iam ready to 

proceed with it. - i ' 


that the committee be discharged from their 


: further consideration, a general act having been 


passed meeting the case. 
The committee were discharged from the 


. further consideration of the petitions; and the 


two bills were postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the same committee, 
to whom were referred sundry petitions asking 
that suffrage be granted to women in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, a petition for limited suf- 
frage, and a petition against granting the right 


‘ of suffrage to women, asked to be discharged 


from their further consideration; which was 


`. agreed to. 


‘The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


yeas 31, nays 21 ;:as follows: 


' YEAS—Messrs. Boreman, Buckingham, Cameron, 
Carpenter, Drake, Fenton, Ferry 
land, Hamilton of Texas, Harris, Howard, Johnston, 
Kellogg, Lewis, McCreery, McDonald, Nye, Patter- 
on, Ramsey, Robertson, Ross, Saulsbury, Scott, 


. bull, Vickers, and Williams—3l. 


| prescribed b 
: the United States. 


NAYS—Mes:rs, Ames, Anthony, Cole, Conkling, 
Cragin, Edmunds, Hamlin, Harlan, Howe, Howell, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Qsborn, Pomeroy, Schurz, Sherman, Stewart, War- 
ner, Willey, and Wilson—21. 


agan, Fowter, Gilbert, Norton, Pool, Pratt, Revels, 
ice, Sawyer, Thayer, Thurman, and Yates—20. 


| So the motion was agreed to. 


LAND DISTRICT IN KANSAS, . 
- The VICE PRESIDENT again laid before 


Representatives to the bill (S. No. 369) :to 


establish an additional land district in the State | 


of Kansas. wf 
: The amandment.of the House of Represent- 
atives:was to:strike out all after the enacting 


east line of range twelve, east of the sixth pringipal 
meridian in said State, shall constitute án additional 
Jand district, to be called the Arkansas district, the 
location of the office of which shall be designated 


interests may seem to require. 


Sec. 2. And be it furtler enacted, That the Pres- | 


ident be, and he is hereby, authorized, whenever the 
public interests shall require, to appoint, in accord- 
ance with existing laws authorizing appointments to 
office, gregisfer and a receiver for the district hereby 
created, who shall each be required to reside at the 
site of the office for said district, have the samep 
ers, responsibilities, and emoluments, and be su 
to thosame acts and penalties which are or may be 
law in relation to other land officers of 


Set. 3. And be it further enacted, That allgales and 
locations made at the offices of the districts in whieh 
the lands embraced in this district have hitherto been 
included, situated within the limits of this district, 
which shall be valid and right in other respects, up 


| to the day on which the new office shall go into oper- 


ation, be, and the same are hereby, confirmed. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have examined the 
amendment, and I move that the Senate con- 
cur in it.: ie ens 
:. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands both the Senators from Kansas desire 


the cenearrence of the Senate in the amend- | 


ment of the House of Representatives. 
-The amendment. was concurred in, 


Dayis,. Flan- | 


y the President of the United States, and shall by | 
him, from time to time, be changed as the public | 


ow- 
ject | 


Hamiltonof Mary- || 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 54) for the fur- 
ther security of equal rights in the District of 
Columbia, moved that it be postponed indefi- 
nitely; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 


pencer, Sprague, Stockton, Sumner, Tipton, Trum. the bill (S. No. 214) in addition to the several 


‘ acts for establishing the temporary and per- 


_ manent seat of the Government of the United 
; States, and to resume the legislative powers 
' delegated to the citizens of Washington and 


I 


1 a eon i. Bayard, Brownlow; | Georgetown and the levy court, in the District 
i Casserly, Cattell, Chandler, Corbet 


of Columbia, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration ;* which was agreed to. 
Mr. COLE. The Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred 
a petition of Foster Henshaw and others, citi- 
zens of Washington city, praying the estab- 
Hishnient of the grade of Virginia avenue be- 
tween New Jersey avenue and Third street 
east, have had the same under consideration, 


and directed me to report, asking to be dis-. 


charged from its further. consideration, the city 


| authorities having full power to fix the grade 


of the avenue referred to. | 

The report was agreed to, _ Mee 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from: the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom: was referred the bill 
S. No, 489) to grant lands to the Sierra Irog 

ompany, reported it with amendments... 

Mr, CARPENTER, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to whom was referred, the bill 
(S. No. 605) to. provide for the compensation 
of the. clerk, district. attorney, commissioner, 
and marshal of the western district of Arkansas, 
and for crierg.and bailiffs in attendange upon 
the United States district.court for said district, 
moved its indefinite postponement ; which was 
agreed bOs ra Th lee sa 

- He also, from the sate committee, to whom 
was referred.the hill (S, No. 456) to provide 
for the compensation.fo the grand. aud petit 
jurors inthe Federal courts for the eastern and 
western districts of Arkansas, reported. it with 
an amendment... a BO g rere 
. He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a petition of the, marshal of the 


i! United States for the western district.of Ark- 


sansas, praying for an increase of compensa- 
tion, asked to. he discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. ci. ..- 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the. Committee.an Post 
Offices;and Post Roads, to whom was yeferred 
the bill (H. R. No, 1691) for the. relief of Tim- 


Baker, of St. John, Michigan, reperted it 
na amendment, and submitted a report | 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Nr. SUMNER, from the Committee on the |! 

District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
tition of Mrs. A. M. Gangewer and others, 

managers of the Industrial Home School, pray- 

ing that certain tools be granted to that school, 
asked to be discharged from its further consid- 
cration; which was agreed to. — ; 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred sundry petitions of colored citi- 
zens of Washington and Georgetown, prayi 
for such action as will provide a.uniform an 
impartial system of public schools for the en- 
tire District, under one board of managers, and 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 361) to 
secure equal rights in the public schools of 
Washington and Georgetown, reported the bill 
with an amendment. 

\ Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred a 
lever of the Secretary of the Interior, com- : 
municating an account of S. Seymour of ex- 

es in making a survey of a bridge across `: 
the Potomac river, in pursuance pf a joint reso- 
lution approved March 2, 1867 ask d to be dis- 
charged trom its further consideration ; which 
was agreed to. : : 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on ` 
Pabiic Lands, to whom was referred the bill | 
(S. No. 741) for the relief of Thomas L. Griffy, 
reported adversely, and moved its indefinite 
postponement; which was agreed to. | 

He also, from the same committee, ta whom | 
was referred the bill (S. No. 510) granting land ` 


to aid. in the construction of.a railroad from i 
Sioùx City, Iowa, to Columbus, wad 


i 


reported it with amendments. 


Mc. WILSON, from the Committee on Mi- |: 


tary Affairs, to whom was referred the joint ` 
resolution (H. R. No. a relative to the | 
Champaign County Ohio Monumental Asso- 
ciation, reported it without amendment. . 
Mr. VICKERS, from the Commitee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the : 
reportof the Surgeon General, communicating | 
a statement of expenses in the construction | 
of the Providence Hospital, asked to be dis- ` 
charged from its further consideration;, which 
was T zt 
Boalen (rot the same committee, to whom | 
was referred a report of the Surgeon General, 
communicating a copy of.a contract made with |j 
the Providence Hospital for the care of transient 
paupers during the year ending June 30, 1870, 
asked to be discharged from its further. con- 
sideration. a 

Mr. WILLEY, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, to whom was referred the petitionof Josiah 
Copeland, praying fortheextension ofa patent 
for a new and useful improvement in boot- 
crimps, submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed. zi 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 

was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1146) for the 
relief ofthe heirs of Jonathan Haines, deceased 

submitted an adverse report, and recommended ! 
the indefinite postponement. of the bill. The || 
report was ordered to be printed, and the. bill | 
was indefinitely post eas 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 889) to provide for holding special terms | 
of the circuit and district courts of the United | 
States for the northern and for the southern | 
districts of Ohio, have directed me to reportit | 

‘k adversely, with a recommendation that it | 
beindefinitely postponed. > Ai 

Mr. SHERMAN, I should like to have it 
Placed on the Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, It will be placed 
ou the Calendar with the adverse.report of the | 
Committee, 2 wast esl 
i Mr. TRUMBULL. Twillstate tothe Senator | 
tom Ohio that the committee think the judges | 
already have authority to hold special terms, | 

Which is ample : ' 


Mr. SHERMAN. I bave not carefully ex- | 


i 
ia 

t 
AVe 


` liquor, asked to he discharged from its further 


. and moved its indefinite 


! other purposes, to report it back adversely ; but | 


‘| for the retirement of officers of the Army; and any 
: professor so retired sball be entitled to receive as 


e 
| was receiving at the time of his retirement., |! 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


amined: the bill, but I understand it proposes 
to authorise the judge in the southern district 


l| to hold a term in Columbus, and also to allow 


the judge of the northern district to hold aterm 


! in Toledo, when they think the interests. of jus- 


tice will be thereby promoted. 
„Mr. CONKLING.. They. have that power 
i , 7 


lready. . . . 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to look into 
it. Let it be placed on the Calendar. 7 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The bill will b 
placed oa the Calendar with the adverse report - 
of the committee. We TS po , 
Mr, TRUMBULL, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to whom was referred'a petition 
of citizeas of Illinois, praying. for the enact: | 
ment of laws. to prohibit the importation of ` 


1 


consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the-bill (H.R: No, 990) to amend 
an actentitled ‘‘Anact exempting certain prop- 
erty of debtors in the District of Columbia 
from levy, attachment, or sale on execution,” | 
approved February 5, 1867, reported adversely, : 
postponement; which | 
was agreed to; DETENI | 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am also directed by | 
the same committee, to whom was referred the |; 
bill (S. No.. 670} extending the provisions of an 
act relating to habeas corpus and regulating . 


i judicial proceedings in certain cases, approved | 


March 3, 1863, to certain other cases, and for 


I desire it to go upon the Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be placed | 
upon the Calendar with the adverse report of | 
the committee. Í 

REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. WILSON. Iask the unanimous con- , 
sent of the Senate. to take up the bill (H. Ry |: 


-No. 987) to reduce the number of officers in || 
: the Army of the United States, and for other | 
purposes. I desire to make one or two amend- || 


ments to it this morning, which will take but a 
few moments. 

There being no objection; the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. WILSON. The bill has been read, and 
the amendment reported by the committee in 
the nature of a substitute is pending, to which 
the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Carpenter] | 
moved an amendment. fe | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending | 
question is on the amendment of the Senator || 
from Wisconsin to the fourteenth section of ` 
the amendment reported by the committee. | 

Mr. WILSON. I will accept the amend- | 
ment to theamendment if there isno objection. | 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to hear it | 
read. : |: 

The Secretary read the amendment to the |. 
amendment, which was to strike out the four- | 


teenth section of the amendment of the com- |; . Dlr E, : 
| of the special. orders. 


mittee, in the following words :. | 


{ 
| 
: l 
That the professors at the United States Military |! 
Academy may be retired from active service and |; 
placed on the retired list in thesame manner and for || 
| 

i 


| 
the same reasons as is or may be provided by law | 


retired pay seventy-five p 


cent. of the salary he |! 


‘And to insert in lieu thereof: ai 


That the professors at the United States Military | 
Academy whose service in the Army and at the | 
Academy exceeds twenty-five years shall have the : 
assimilated rank and pay of colonel of engineers; 
and those whose like service is lesg than twenty axe 
but exceeds fifteen years shall have the assimilate 

rank and pay of lieutenant colonel of engineers; and |! 
said professors are hereby placed on the same footing |i 
as ali other officers of the Army as regards retirement i; 


from active service. ae i a 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT.. The question is | 
on:the amendmept to the amendment. 

Mr. NYE. I wish to inquire of the Senator | 
Hom Misnachngor aneio te proposes to | 
ut this hill on its passage to- | 
P Mr. WILSON. Pi do not. K paS 
„ The VICE PRESIDENT.., ‘Fhe Senator 


i 
i 
|i 
i 


t; 


| before I go away. 


: the House bill. r 
i. motion to make this: bill the special order for 
| Tuesday next, ` ae a 
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from Massachusetts states on behalf of tha 
Committee on Military Affairs that he is will- 
ing to accept this amendment to the amend- 
ment. If there be no objection it will be 
regarded as agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I now move to strike out 
the twelfth section of the committee's amend- 
ment, in the following words: yes 


That ali vacancies now existing, or which may hero- 
after occur, in theeavairy, artillery, or infantry, shall 
be filled bythe sepqrnumerary officers of infantry, 
until the entire number of such officers shall be ab- 
sorbed ; ang wheter r vacancies exist in the grade 
of second lieutenant in any company of cavalry, 
artillery, or infontry, an additions first lieutenant 

all be assigned, to such company, in licu of tho 
appointment of the second lieutenant, until the 
supernumerary first lioutenaxts of infantry shall be 
absorbed... sn RE Ges og 


And to insert in lied thereof z- 
That all vacancies now existing, or which may 


ereafter-ocour, ig thecavalry, artillery, or infantry, 
shall be filled in due proportion by the supernumer- 


` ary officers of infantry, having reference torank and 


seniority as provided iw the existing law regulating 


, Promotions in the Army, until the entire number of 


such officers shall be absorbed ; and whenever vaean- 
cies exist in the grade of second lieutenant in any 
company of cavalry, artillery, or infantry, ‘an addi- 
tional first lieutenant shall be assigned tosuch eom- 
pany in lieu oftheappointmentofasccond lieutenant 
until the supernumerary first lieutenants shall be 
absorbed. i . a 


- The amendment’ to the amendment was 


‘ agreed to.: 


Mr. WILSON. x propose to amend the fifth 
section of the amendment by striking out in 
the seventh line the words ‘‘to be construed,” 
and to insert the words ‘‘ held to be.’’. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Tf there be no 
objection that amendment to the amendment 
wiil be regarded as agreed to. ` 

Mr. WILSON. he substitute reported by 


_ the committee has now been perfected in ac- 


cordance with their views. Ido not myself 
propose to act upon it thismorning, bat | wish 
to ask the Senate to assign the consideration 
of this bill for Tuesday next. I think we can 
act upon it and pass it in an hour. JI shall 
probably be compelled to leave here in a few 
days, and will perhaps: be gone several days, 
and I should like to have this bill-acted upon 
I move to place it at the 
head of the special orders with the intention 
of taking it up on Tuesday if possible. | 
. Mr. STEWART. Oh, no; I cannot agree 
to that. Br aus 
: The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Massachusetts that 
it will require unanimous consent- to place itat 
the head of the special orders, as there arg 


‘| already two special orders on the Calendar; 
| bat a.two-thirds vote of the Senate can make 


it a special order to come in next after the bill 
to enforce the fifteenth amendment, -; 
<- Mr. STEWART. I have no objection toits 


| being made a special order after tbat bill; 


Mr. WILSON, I will not antagonize this 


i bill with that bill. 


Mr. STEWART. Letit be placed at the foot 
Mr. WILSON. „Very well; I make’ that 


i rhotion. 


- The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from, Massachusetts moves that this bill be 
made the special order for Tuesday next. It 
will then rank below the bill to enforce the 
fifteenth amendment and the bill to abolish 
the franking privilege. f REA 
Mr. SHERMAN. Ishouldlike to have the 
amendment of the committee as it now stands 
printed. i l AA AN 
The. VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the substitute proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, as amended, will 
be ordered to be printed in connection with 
The question now is on’ the 


The motion was agreed to. © 
ss BELL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. CONKLING asked, and by uranimous 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
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resolution (S. R. No: 192) ‘in relation’ to the 
claims of Ward B. Burnett; which was ‘read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. oh 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there are no | 


Senate resolutions, the Senate resumes the con- | 


sideration of the concurrent resolution of the 
House of Representatives providing forthe final 


adjournment of this session of Congress on ' 


Monday, the 4th day of July next, and the pend- 


ing question is on the motion of the Senator | 
from Ohio, [Mr. Sauermann, ] that the further | 


consideration of it be postponed: to the first . withdraw his amendment, because it is within 


Monday of June next. eee 
Mr. SHERMAN called for the 

nays; and they were ordered. - 

. The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. ` 
Mr. SPRAGUE. I have paired with the 


yeas and 


which I would fix, being’ the firs Monday in 
August, and I have thought perhaps a middle 
term might be mote agreeable. I propose, 
therefore, to say Monday, the 25th day of July. 
Mr. CONKLING. Why not say June ? 
Mr. SUMNER. I hope I shall have the 
vote of my friend from New York. Iam driven 
from the Ist of August. I am driven from that 
position; ‘and I offer now an intermediate posi- 


tion. i : 
- Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator will only 
follow his good sense, and make it the 25th of 
June, I will vote with him. - 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope my friend’ will 


| afew minutes of one o'clock, and to require 
. the taking of the question will be to throw the 
' resolution over until to-morrow. 


i 
| 
i 
i 


Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp.] He | 


would, if here, vote nay, and 
on this motion. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of 
vote nay if I were not paired with the Senator 


from Missouri; [Mr. Draxe.] He would vote | 


yea. i 
Mr. WARNER. On this question I am | 


paired. with the.Senator from California, [ Mr. 
CASSERLY,] who, if present, would vote in the 


I would vote yea | 


“Maryland. I would j 


Mr. CONKLING. That is the whole pur- 


ose. : : 

Mr. SUMNER. Ibeg the Senator’s pardon; 
it is not the whole purpose; but it is very evi- 
dent that we cannot act on it to-day. I there- 
fore move that the resolution lie on the table. 


‘| That vote can be taken. 


negative on this motion, and I inthe affirmative. ' 
The result was announced—yeas 23, nays | 


28; as follows: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Buckingham, Chandler, 
Cole, Cragin, Kellogg, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, |: 


Morrill of Vermont, 
Ramsey, ` 
art, Sumner, Trumbull, Wilson, and 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, 
Conkling, Edmunds, 


ates—23. 
Cameron, Car- 
penter, Fenton, Ferry, 
tonofT 
Howell, Johnston, Lewis, McCreery, Patterson, 
Robertson, Ross, Saulsbury, Scott, Stockton, Tipton, 
Vickers. Willey, and Williams—28. 

ABSENT — Messrs. Abbott, Bapard, Brownlow, 
Casserly, Cattell, Corbett, Davis, Drake, Flanagan, 
Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Maryland, Norton, 
Pool, Pratt, Revels, Rice, Sprague, Thayer, Thur- 
man, and Warner—21. 

_ So the motion to postpone was not agreed to. 


Mr. STEWART. I moveto amend the reso- 
lution by striking out ‘‘ Monday, the 4th of 
J a, and inserting ‘‘ Wednesday, the 20th of 

uly. i 
Mr. EDMUNDS. No; let us take it just 


as it is. : ES ants 5 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
ontheamendiment of the Senator from Nevada. 
Mr. SUMNER. Imove toamend the amend- 
ment by inserting ‘‘ Monday, the 1st day of 
August.” 
Mr. STEWART. Iacceptthat amendment. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question then 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Ne- 
vada, to strike out “ Monday, the 4th of July,” 
and insert ‘‘ Monday, the 1st of August.” 
Mr. STEWART. I call for the yeas and 
nays. r . ; 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 17,hays 29; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Chandler, Cole, Lewis, McDonald, 


Morrill of Maine, Nye, Osborn, Pomeroy, Ramsey, 
Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, Trum- 
bull, Wilson, and ¥ates~—17. 

_ NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Buck- 
ingham, Cameron; Carpenter, Conkling, Cragin, Ed- 
munds, Fenton, Ferry, Hamiiton of Texas, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howell, Johnston c 
Creery, Morrill of Vermont, Robertson, Ross, Sauls- 
bury, Scott, Stockton, Tipton, Vickers, Willey, and 
WABSENT — Messrs. Abbott, Baya , 

5 — Messrs. ott, ard, Brownlow, 
Casserly, Cattell, Corbett, Davis, Drake, Flanagan, 
Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton_of Maryland, H 
Kellogg, Morton, Norton, Pattorson, Pool, Pratt, 
Revels, Rice, Sawyer, Sprague, Thayer, Thurman, 
and Warner—26. a: 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, it seems to 
.me that the adoption of this resolution will be 
of great detriment to the public service. I am 
sure that the business is not in such.a condi- 
tion that we can advantageously adopt it now. 
I rose with a view of proposing a compromise. 
Tam not much given to compromises; but I 
see that the Senate does not incline to the date 


owe, 


Hamil- ; 
exas, Hamlin, Harian, Harris, Howard, Howe, | 


orton, Nye, Osborn, Pomeroy, |; 
Sawyer, Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, Stew- |: 


i Harlan, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


: from Massachusetts moves that the resolution 
“ lie on the table. 


Mr: SUMNER. Icall for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 


taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 29, as follows: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Chandler, Cole, Cragin, Howard, | 
© Kellogg, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, 


orton, Nye, 
Osborn, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sawyer, Schurz, Sher- 
man, Speccer, Stewart, Sumner, Trumbull, Wilson, 
and Yates—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Back- 
ingham, Cameron, Carpenter, Conkling, Edmunds, 
Fenton, Ferry, Fowler, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, 
Harris, Howell, Johnston, McCreery, Mor- 
rill of Vermont, Patterson, Robertson, Ross, Sauls- 
bury, Scott, Stockton, Tipton, Vickers, Willey, and 
Williams—29. . 

ABSENT—Messrs, Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, 
Casserly, Cattell, Corbett, Davis, Drake, Flanagan, 
Gilbert, Hamilton of Maryland, Howe, Lowis, Nor- 
ton, Pool, Pratt, Revels, Rice, Sprague, Thayer, 
Thurman, and Warner—22. 

So the motion was not accent to. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has expired. ; 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think the most efficient 
method to progress here in business will be to 
dispose of this resolution. I desire to inquire 
of the Chair if I can make a motion to pass 
over all prior orders, and if that would not 
leave this resolution still before the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It would. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I then move to pass over 
all prior orders for the purpose of disposing of 
it, and I do so simply on the ground that we 
shall make more progress and more rapid pro- 
gress in business by doing that. The votes 


| which have. been taken this morning I think 


show what the disposition of the Senate is. 
That will leave my colleague’s bill precisely 
where it is. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Iinquire of the 
Chair what. bill that motion supersedes? _ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The legislative, 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill is 
now before the Renate as the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday. The Senator from Maine 
[Mr. Hamun] moves to pass all the orders over 
to continue the consideration of this resolution. 

Mr. SUMNER. ' Whenyou have passed this 
over, what next? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill will be taken up as soon as this resolution 
shall be disposed of. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. CHANDLER called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Iam paired 
with the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. DRAKE, ] 
and the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. 
Spracue] is paired with the Senator from Del- 
aware, (Mr. Bayarp.] But as the Senator 
from Rhode Island and myself are both pres- 
ent and on opposite sides, we have concluded 
to vote. eee À s 

Mr. SPRAGUE. In pursuance of that 
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arrangement and understanding I will vote on 
this motion. , 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 25 ; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Buckingham 
Cameron, Carpenter, Conkling, Edmunds, Fenton’ 
Ferry, Fowler, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of 
Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Howell, Jobnston, Kellogg, 
McCreery, Robertson, Saulsbury, Scott, Stockton, 
Tipton, Vickers, Willey, and Williams—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Cole, Cragin, 
Howard, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, 
Ramsey, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Sherman, Spencer; 
S rague, Stewart, Sumner, Trumbull, Wilson, and 

aleS— a. : 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, 
Casserly, Cattell, Corbett, Davis. Drake, Flanagan, 
Gilbert, Harris, Howe, Lewis, Norton. Pool, Pratt, 
Revels, Rice, Thayer, Thurman, and Warner—21. 


So the motion of Mr. Hamiin was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The concurrent 
resolution is before the Senate, and the ques- 
tion is on its passage. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, on the state- 
ment made here the other day with regard to 
the business yet to come before the Senate, 
it seems to me to be impossible that it should 
be transacted «intelligently by the time fixed 
for adjournment in this resolution. There is 
one great subject on which the other House has 
been engaged for a number of weeks, and 
which will encounter just as much difficulty in 
the Senate as in the House. I allude to the 
question of the tariff. That is a vexed ques- 
It is very important to the country that 
that question shall be settled correctly, and 
itis very important to the Republican party 
that it shall be settled correctly. I speak of 
that simply as one question. It is much more 
important that we shall do the business of this . 
country, and do it right, than it is to adjourn 
by the 1st of July or by the ist of August. 
am sure that I stay here withas much difficalty 
and with as much reluctance as anybody, and 
I do not think there is a Senator in this body 
who is more anxious to get away than I am; 
and yet I feel that if I were to so act as to 
hurry through such important business, or to 
go away leaving it undone, I should be derelict 
in the performance of my duty. 

There are many other important questions 
besides that of the tariff which we are yet called 
upon to consider; andI do hope that the Sen- 
ate will not fix atime now, but leave it open 
for several weeks until we can see at what 
time we can with propriety adjourn. Why, sir, 
there seems to be a mania for adjournment; it 
seems to me tobe almosta mania. When this 
time was first suggested I thought favorably of 
it, because I supposed we might get through; 
but upon consideration I am satisfied we can- 
not get through; and if there be Senators here 
who from any cause cannot remain until the 
end of the session, it would be better for the 
Senate to give them leave of absence and let 
them go away and leave their associates here 
that the business may be done. There are some 
great questions yet to be disposed of, and ques- 
tions that ought to take time. i 

Mr. President, there has been a good deal 
of complaint about the length of time that bas 
been consumed in debate upon certain ques- 
tions. Those questions were not questions of 
an economical character; they were not in 
regard to the disposition or the acquisition o 
public lands; but they were great questions 
that went to the very existence of the Govern- 
ment, and in my judgment there has not been 
an hour too mech spent in the discussion of 
those questions; for, sir, the public mind is yet 
unsettled with regard to them, and the action 
of this body shows that after all the discussion 
that had taken place there were Senators who 
were scarcely able to make up their minds on 
which side they should vote. And when there 
are questions of so great difficulty to be dis- 
posed of those Senators cannot better serve 
the country than by taking time to consider 
them. Thisis especially intended to be a delib- 
erative body, and I donot sympathize with those 
who claim that the Senate ought to vote with- 
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out understanding what they are voting upon. 
A single error committed in regard to a great 
question of reconstruction, or some question 
that goes to the future peace of generations, 
and it may be to the existence of the Govern- 
ment—a single error of that kind cannot be 
atoned fur. The time that is taken in consid- 
ering such questions is not time lost. 

There is a question coming betore us now 
upon which the best winds in ba 


America have been divided: for the last hun- 


| usual, so unusual that the honorable Senator 
i from Vermont {Mr. EpMonps} who made the 
‘motion in explanation to me stated that he 


` this‘bill:should be taken up and disposed of | 
eand in ` 
; ate on that question. 


dred years—the question of the tariff. Itisa ` 


question that we onght to consider fully, and 
we cannot do our duty to ourselves and to our 
country unless we do consider it fully. But, 
sir, if we bind ourselves to adjourn by the 4th 
of July we cannot do it, That will be equiva- 
lent to saying to the country that we shali vote 
on that question without discussion. 
pretend that I understand that question. There 
are some people who always understand every 
question from the time ‘it is first mentioned, 
who understood the Georgia question and 
every other from the time it was first men- 
tioned. [ do not belong to that category. I 
find occasion to change my mind frequently, 
and my mind is often changed by the result 
of discussions on this floor. 
reception of light from discussions, and I in- 
viteit. I do not belong to those who under- 


-in the case. 


Ido not | 
_honorable friend from Vermont not to state 


over, as F have just remarked, without giving 
the committee in charge of the bill an oppor- 
tunity to be heard. I submit that this is an- 


misapprehended my wishes in the matter. 
But, Mr. President, there are reasons why | 
now. I desire to. address myself to the Sen- ` 
The honorable Senator 
from Maine seemed tomisapprehend the facts 
They may be stated briefly, 


thus—— i 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senatorcannot dis- 
cuss the merits of the bill. 1 will assist him 
in getting it up as soon as we pass the appro- . 
priation bill. 

Mr. HARLAN. I am appealed to by my 
the reason why I wish to proceed with this bill 
now. He kindly assures me that he will assist 


`> to get the bill up when the appropriation bill 


I am open to the : 


stand everything from the beginning and think : 
the Senate ought to vote on the most difficult | 


questions without discussion. 


Now, sir, we are confronted with the tariff | 


question as we never have been before. It is 


a question that involves considerations too ` 


vast politically and in every other way to be 


described this morning. And yet we propose | 
to put ourselves in such a position that we can- | 
not discuss that questioa, or only very slightly, ; 


but shall vote on it hap-hazard. Sir, the re- 


sponsibility shall not be with me for doing this, | 


Mr. HARLAN 
which will be to some extent in accord with 
the opinion just expressed by the honorable 
Senator from Indiana, and that is, to postpone 
this resolation and all prior orders with the 


view of proceeding to the consideration of the | 
bill for the sale of the Osage Indian lands and ; 


for the removal of those Indians toa new home 
in the Indian territory. I do this in justice 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and in 
justice——- 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


all prior orders for the purpose of considering 
the bill indicated by bim. 

Mr. HARLAN. I desire to submit a reason 
or two in favor of this motion. 


Nr. HAMLIN. Qh, no; the motion to pass | 


over must be taken without discussion. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of 
the Senator from Iowa is to postpone. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. So that the merit of the | 


adjournment resolation is still before us, but 

rot of the Indian bill. 
Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, if the vote 

yesterday on the motion of the honorable Sen- 


ator from Maine [Mr. Moremi] had been a || 
little more decisive I would not have ventured |: 


` to intrude on the attention of the Senate with 
the motion Ihave now made. It was decided, 
it may be remembered by honorable Senators, 
by 28 affirmative votes to 27 negative votes, 
the Senate at that time not heing very fall. I 
— been impreased with the importance of im- 
to the Senate some of the reasons which im- 
pressed me with that conviction. I think the 
Vote yesterday evening was taken under a misap- 
prehension. It was a little unusual in its char- 
acter; and on inquiry I learned from the hon- 
orable Senator who made the motion that he 
made the motion under a misapprehension. 

he Senate by unanimous consent agreed to 
Consider this bill, and after consuming nearly 
ay Whole legislative day in listening to a very 
Pods ch on the part of the honorable Senator 

m Maine [Mr, MORRILL] the bill was passed 


iate action on this subject, and have stated | 


The Senator | 
from Iowa moves to postpone the present and | 


i Shall be disposed of. But, sir, by his votethe 


farther consideration of the appropriation bill 
has been. postponed for the purpose of con- 


: sidering a resolution of the House to fix a day 


; gress. Sir, my proposition. is not in conflict 


for the adjournment of both branches of Con- 


‘ with the appropriation bill. I do not propose » 


I rise to make a motion /; 


| to the Chair for the information, and I hope the | 


| 


i the Chair usually is in the citation of facts. 


to antagonize it again with the appropriation 
bill; batsurely, in the light of thereasons pre- 
sented by the honorable Senator from Indiana 
I may antagonize it with a proposition to fix 
a day for the definite adjournment of Con- || 

ss. If the appropriation bill. were now 
before the Senate, if the Senate had not within . 
the preceding twenty minutes decided to post- 
pone itstvonsideration for the consideration of 
another matter, I would not have made this 


motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
remind the Senator from Iowa that one line | 
of debate is prohibited by the rule specifically, | 
and that is the merits of the bill proposed to || 
be taken up. That is expressly excluded by ` 
the rules. The merits of the bill proposed to |: 
be taken up cannot be debated on the propo- | 
sition to take it up. 

Mr. HARLAN. 


| 

I am very much obliged | 
Chair will require me to observe the rule so | 
soon as I may transgress it; but perhaps until - 
I do violate the rules the admonition may be , 
dispensed with. 
The VICE 
not make it in the shape of an admonition. : 


' 


h | 
PRESIDENT. The Chair did |: 


The Senator from Iowa has the right, on his | 
motion to postpone, to debate the merits of 
the proposition now before the Senate, the 
measure proposed to be postponed ; but he 
stated in the commencement of his remarks, 
when interrupted by the Senator from Vermont | 
by a side remark, that he wanted to show the |! 
necessity for the passage of this bill, and the 
Chair therefore stated to him that the merits | 
of the bill proposed to be considered were 
by the rules excluded. The Chair does not 
admonish Senators. 

Mr. HARLAN. The Chair is correct, “ 

| 
did say it would be necessary, I thought, to 
cite a few facts, in order to enable the Senate 
to arrive at a conclusion in reference to the 
importance of immediate action on this bill: 
1f I am to debate the question of the propriety || 
or priority of time in the consideration of a 
measure, how shall I do it unless I am per- 
mitted to state facts justifying the position I 
have taken? : 

As I was about to observe, I am sure there 
has been a misapprehension in relation to the 
condition of affairs in this territory, and in 
relation to the position of the two branches 
of Congress, out of which arises the necessity 
of legislation on this subject, and also a mis- 
apprehension in relation to the position of the ' 
present Administration. It has been insisted 
that Congress ought not to pass bills in rela- 


tion to the removal of Indian tribes. How 
else can this be effected except by treaty? But 
it is well known that the present Administra- 
tion has declared itself in opposition to the 
further negotiation and ratification of treaties 
with the Indian tribes. I have before me the 
report of the Secretary of the Interior, contain- 
ing the report of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, from which I will read the following 
passage— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, I 
rise to a question of order, with all friendliness 
to my friend from Iowa. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont rises to a question of order. 


- He will state it. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. My question of order is 


: that my friend from Iowa is transgressing the 
: tule to which the Chair has alluded. 
` remarks are distinctly addressed to the merit 
' of this Indian bill. 


His 


That must be obvious to 
him, 4&8 well as to thé Chair. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


, from Towa has not yet proceeded far enough 
‘in his remarks to indicate whether he intends 


to discuss the merits of the bill or not. He 
proposes to read something now from the re- 
ort: of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


- The Chair would prefer to decide the question 


when the point shall properly be made. ‘The 


. Senator from Iowa has already responded to 
' the Chair in a manner which indicated that he 
! thought the remarks 


of the Chair were out of 
place. i : f 

Mr: HARLAN. I did this with the utmost 
kindness for the Chair. | : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair only- 


' desired to indicate to the Senator from Iowa 
ie limits of debate under the rale of the 


enate. 
Mr. HARLAN. I am always gratified to 
receive an intimation of that kind from the 
Chair. ` 

The Commiesioner of Indian Affairs says : 
- “While it may not be expedient to negotiate 


‘| treaties with any of the Indian tribes hereafter, it is 


no doubt just that those made withi 
and now pending before the Unite 
should be definitively acted upon.” 
“ While it may not be expedient to negotiate 
treaties with any of the Indian tribes here- 
after’’—plainly indicating that in the opinion 
of the Department the relation of the United 
States with the Indian tribes must be regulated 


the past year 
States Senate 


i| in some other way than by the negotiation of 


treaties. This is known to be in accord with 


'; the opinion of the Secretary of the Interior, 
‘| and, as is believed, with the opinion of the 


Chief Magistrate of the United States. I hold 
in my hand a pamphlet copy of the Laws of the 
United States for the year 1869, from which I 


| read the following section of one of those laws: 


“See, &.. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act contained, or in. any of the provisions 
thereof, shall be so construed as to ratify or approve 
any treaty made with any writes bands, or parties 
of Indians since the 20th day of July, 1867.” 

That is a law of the land enacted by both 
branches of Congress, with the approval of the 
President of the United States. To show that 
the opinion of the other branch of Congress 
at least has not changed on this subject I desire 


| to call the attention of the Senate to a clause 


in one of the appropriation bills which the 
Senate has received recently from the House 
of Representatives. I refer to. House bill No. 
1169, the second section of which reads as 
foliows: : Jii po 

“Bec. 2. And be it further enacted, That nothing in 
this act contained, or in any of tho provisions 
thereof, shall be so construed as to ratify or approve 
any treaty made with any tribes, bands, or parties 


of Indians since the 20th day of July, 1867.” 


And, sir, that is a copy of the bill as it has 
been received by the Senate from our Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. . 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
now decide the point made by the Senator from 
Vermont. The bill which the Senator from 
Towa proposes to consider is a bill to settle 
questions with Indian tribes by legislation and 
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nothy treaty. Thatis the intent.of it, apparent 
on its face and in all its sections. The Senator 
from [ows is now submitting to the Senate con- 
siderations why these questiqns. should be set- 
tled by legislation, as. propased, instead of by | 
treaty. ‘Che Chair thinks that if that is not | 
discussion of the merits of the question pro- | 
posed to. be considered it would be very hard | 
for the Chair to rule it, s affecting anything 
else. Certainly the consideration ofi the merits 
of the question proposed to'be considered is 
the line of. debate in which the Senator from | 
Iowa is progressing, in. the opinion of the 


ir. pa a 
Mr. HARLAN... I am obliged to tha Chair 
for pronouncing that opinion, and I will pro- | 
ceed to show why this bill should be taken up, | 
for the reasoa that the subject cannot be. 


reached in any other way; . I shall attempt to | 


proceed to show it more strongly from the pres- | 
ent condition of this Indian tribe and the white | 
people by whom they are surrounded and the ; 
white people living among them. I do not 
expect to refer to the bill, Mr. President. 
This is the opinien of the Committee of tha 
Senate of the United Statea on Appropria- 


tions- SEET ae Eare A, 
Mr. EDMUNDS... I rise to a question of 

order again. I wigh to know. whether the | 

remarks of my friend. from. Iowa are in order 


or not, - Pr ee ae $ 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has ` 
not heard the additional: remarks of the Sen- | 


ator from Iowa since the Chair has ruled, .The : 
Chair wiil-listen.to tham, The merits of the 
uestion proposed to be considered cannot be 

. debated on this motion, under the rule. 
, Mr. HARLAN. I will inquire of my hoa: | 
orable friend. who ig sq anxious that I. should : 
be in order to-day to state what part of the | 
Osage Indian bill I have'reterred to. i 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Why, Mr. President, it | 
is useless to disguise this matter. 


The Şen- ; ing wa 
ator from Iowa has risen with a purpose that |; tled. 


‘| requires action. : 


i 
i 


that the Chair rales rightly. That is not my 


mte- ; 
Ponte, HARLAN.. Mr. President, I am very 
much obliged to my honorable friend from 
Kansas for his kind interposition. I da not 
intend to proceed out-of order. I intend to 
confine my remarks, as far as I have the capa- 
city to do so, within the rule. : 

Mr. FOWLER. I wish to ask a question. - 
. The VICE PRESIDENT.. Does the Sena- 


| tor fram Iowa yield to the Senator from Tea: 


nesses ? ae ; : ; 
Mr. HARLAN. I will-hear the honorable 


; Senator. 


Mr. FOWLER. I wish to know what sub- 


jects: the Senator from Iowa may properly - 


discuss at the present time on his motion? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That opens a | 


broader question than the Chair can answer. 
‘Mr. HARLAN, I have no objection to 
answering it. My purpose was to convince 
the Senate, if I could, that it was more im- 
portant to take up for consideration what is 
known here as the Osage bill, than to proceed 
with the consideration of the pending ques- 
tion, the House resolution to fix a: definite 


| period for adjournment. - 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Because that is a bill 
which. has merit in it, and is a subject that 


. Mr, HARLAN. That was my purpose, and 
I desire to proceed, if I can be permitted to 
do so, and to proceed under the rule and not 
outside of the rule. IJ have no wish.to trans: 


chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, 
and that he should have the direction of the 
bill, but he will certainly remember that when 
the bill of the Senator from Iowa came up yes- 
terday he himself addressed the Senate in a 
very elaborate and lengthy speech, discussing 
the whole question, and that the chairman of 
the committee who reported it, the Senator from 
Iowe, was exceedingly desirous yesterday of 
going on with the bill and of replying to the 
speech of the Senator from Maine, that he 
thought ought to be replied to at once and on 
the spot. Now, the Senator's bill has been 


| postponed by a vote of the Senate; I voted 


against that—— = 
Mr. CONKLING. Notatall. It has simply 


- been passed over informally. 


‘Mr. WILSON, It-has been passed over, and 


i we have another question up.. Whether that 


A is: 


going to take all day or not I do not knows 


': Therefore, I made the suggestion that it seemed 


to me we had better get the Osage bill out of 
the way, or at any rate allow the Senator from 
Iowa to explain that bill. aan 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. By the judg- 
ment of the Senate it is not in the way, and [ 
have struggled. now for ten days to get the 
appropriation bill in a position to be acted 


on; and I say to the Senate squarely that I 
` will not make another motion antagonizing 


gress the rule, although I have expressed my . 
| feelings of gratitude to the honorable Senator . 


from: Kansas for interposing in my behalf. 
Mr.. WILSON. Will the Senator allow me 
to make a suggestion? . wy 
Mr. HARLAN. : Certainly.. 
Mr. WILSON. I would suggest that we take 
up this Osage bill; the Senator from Mainegiv- 
to-day, and that the question be set- 
t will be remembered that it was taken 


he understands as well as all the rest of us do, | up the day before yesterday, and that: yester- 
to reply to the Senator from Maine whe made day the Senator from Maine addressed the 


a speech yesterday when the bill was up; and 
if thereis any force or fairness in the rules they 
cannot be evaded by stating that he is not going | 
to name the bill. He is discussing the subject | 
of Indian affairs when the question before the | 
Senate is the question when we shall adjourn. | 
That is my answer to my friend. | | 

Mr. HARLAN, Very well; suppose that | 
was my purpose when I arose, and, being iñ- | 
formed by the Chair that I was out of order, I 
adopted another line of policy and another line | 
of argument? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
the frying-pan into the fire. _ 
worse and worse. 1. ee Hen , . 

Mr. POMEROY. I submit that in many 
go apo in this body I have never į 

nown it to be held that a Senator had not a 
right to express his opinions on any-gubject 
pertaining to a subjeet-of debate. I Know, to 
be sure, that the merits of a bill, in: the tech- 


Yot are getting | 


nical languageof our rale, cannot be discussed |; 


on this motion; but who among us ‘has: ever 
yet been held to any deohuieal line of argu: | 
ment when he proposed to.address the Senate? 
I have never known a case whore a Senator | 


when be commenced talking could not say | 


what he chose. > => > ef 

. The VICE ‘PRESIDENT. © The Chair will 
reply to the Senator from Kansas that. that 
was undoubtedly the practice for many-years 
antil in March, 1868, about two years sinde, 
when the rule which has been sogght to be 
applied this morning was adopted. . The Chair 
was not present. in the Senate when it was 
adopted, «iy. ekanda ii 

_, Mr.. POMEROY... We have also a rnlethat 
a Senator shall not read a- newspaper in the 
Senate Chamber. We have several rules of 
that. kind ;. but-do we strictly enforce them? 
Has the Senator from Iowa done anything that 
we need strictly enforce the: rule that he is 
obliged to. speak upon a definite line? -L admit 


You are jumping out of. | 


| 


i 
if 


Senate in a very elaborate and able speech, | 
covering the. whole question, with great thor- | 


oughness. The Senator who has. the care of. 
that bill desired to reply at the time, and it 
seemed to me right that he should. have the 
floor todo so. L think therefore, it will be 


| better to postpone this resolution of the House, 


postpone the appropriation bill, and let tha 


Senator proceed to consider that question, and || 
let the Senator from Iowa address himself to | 


the merits of the bill itself. We shall progress 


ought to, settle that matter.: It is an import- 
ant matter and it. ought to be settled, and I 
think it ean be. settled: better:now than. here- 


i! after, and. I think. the Sevator ought to. have 


the privilege of speaking upon the question 
without being. intersupted in this way; that 


is, by having the direct question before us. 1 | 


hope that will be permitted. . ; 
oe MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. Presi- 

The VICE PRESIDENT.. Does the Sen- 
ator from Jowa yield to the Senator from 
Maine? ~. Aa Peet < eo i 
_ Mr. HARLAN. Certainly, with: great 


pleasure. > <>. eee vos 

. Mrz MORRILL, .of Maing... I wish to:say.a 
word -in reply to the suggestion made by the 
Senator from Massachusetts. I udderatood it 
to’be the deliberate: judgment of the Senate 


yesterday that it would proceed.to-day with the | 


appropriation bill, The Senater. from Massa- 
chusetts asks me now to give way to allow a 
bill which was under consideration yesterday, 
to be taken up and- proceeded with : today. 
Now, if my honorable friend from Massachu- 
setts; ig willing to take the responsibility of 
this approptiation bill and allow me te retire 
from it, I wiil do’so'with great pleasure. 

, Mr. WILSON. JI will say to the Senator 
that I do not wish to take any responsibility in 


the business of the Senate with this bill. It 
stands now on the Calendar in the order of 
business No. 812.. If any gentleman desires to 
take this: bill -out of my hands he is at liberty 
to do so; but if it is set aside, if the Senate 
by its deliberate judgment puts it out of ita 


' order again, Í shall, so far as I ach eoncerned, 


the matter.. I am. awaze that: the Senator:is | 


leave it to come: ap on the Calendar again 
in its regular order.: “It comes up regularly in 


: order, I understand, when this :resolution is 


disposed of, which 1: hope will be disposed ot’ 
without debate. As ìt- is obviously the judg- 


‘ ment of the Senate that it ought to concur with 


‘| more rapidly in that way, and we certainly `: 
|, convenience—- 


| isfactory to me. 


| atives: for final adjournment. : — 


| the resolution from the House, J hope we shall 


act upon it without any further debate, ‘Then 


i E suggest to my honorable friend fram lows, 


who is desirous of speaking- an; this bill, thas 
we proceed to the consideration of the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill, on which ‘the honorable Senator haa given 
my committee notice that. he will move his bill 
as an amendment. ' That-opens the whole sub- 
ject, and gives my friend the opportunity hẹ 
desires to discuss the question; and we shail 

reach that in ten minutes. 
Mr. HARLAN... That will be perfectly sat- 
[‘‘Agreed,”’ “Agreed.” ] ‘ 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If it suits his 


- Mr. HARLAN.. I withdraw my motion. 
The ViCK PRESIDENT. ‘The motion is 
withérawn.. The question recars on the con- 
current resolution of the House of Represent- 
-Mn EDMUNDS. I do not rise to make any 
speech, but I wish to express my gratitude to 
my friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. WILSON, ] 
who has voted to stave off this adjournment 
question every time, in mildly getting up at the 
last moment and suggesting that -it be again 
laid over for some purpose. - ots Eti 
Mr. STEWART. This is debatable, I think. - 
~The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis 
. Mr. STEWART. -I think I shall: makea few 
remarks on the resolution. Ido not believe 
the attention of the Senate has been attracted 
sufficiently to the condition of business, for lam 
confident they are not disposed: to‘place them- 
selves in a position where it cannot be trans: 
acted. Wehavetwobills, of which I have charge, 
from the. Judiciary Committee, which will in- 
volve more or less discussion. 1 do not want 
to. discuss them; but I have had notice all 
around that there will be protracted discussion 
upon them. One is to enforce the fifteenth 
amendment. It will be conceded oa all hands 
that it is important that that bill- should pass; 
and pass at this session. If the protracted dis~ 
cession with which we:have been threatened ott 
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that measure is indulged iny we cannot tell but 
that it may be as long as on the Georgia. mat- 
ter. The other billis to enforce the fourteenth 
amendment, to extend to all persons the equal 
rotection of the laws ; and there is no more 
important bill pending in this Senate than that. 
On the Pacific coast there is a large class of 
rsons who are denied the protection of the 


Ws. 
“Mir. SAULSBURY. May Iask the Senator 
what class he alludes to ? f 
Mr. STEWART. I allude to the Chinege. | 
They have been denied the protection of the ' 
laws forthe last twenty years, and are now, and. | 
that country has been disgraced by that denial. | 
I have said it there during the whole of that f 
period. They are excluded from testifying in. | 
the courts, they are excluded from every right 
of protection by law, and we do need the inter- 
position of the power of this Government, not | 
only to vindicate the fourteenth amendment to 
the Constitution, but our treaty stipulationsin | 
regard to those people. That bill will lead to 
protracted discussion. I do not want to place 
the business af the Senatein the power of those 
who are disposed to drag out discussion on these | 
uestions, to, the loss of other important bills, 
They will occupy a great deal of time. 

If this resolution could be postponed, as sug- 
gested by the Senator from Ohio, until the Ist 
of June, and let us see how we can progress 
with these matters, it would be better. . Then 
there are all the appropriation bills behind and 
various other matters, and a long Calendar of 
contested bills, some of which have been con-: 
sidered. - It does seam. to me that fixing a day. 
to adjourn at this time, and placing these bills 
in the power of those who have threatened to 
discusa them to death, by limiting ourselves, 
is premature and wrong, and I do-hope it will 
not be done. Ido ‘not want. to offer factious 
opposition to the will of the Senate. If the 
majority really think the businesa can be se- 
complished by the time fixed, be it so; but 
Senators having charge of @ great deal of the 
business, the various chairmen of committees, 
have voted against this proposition. The chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations and 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance 
think it is premature. The chairman of the 
Committee on tne Judiciary having charge of 
a great deal of business votes against it. It 
seems to me that it might be postponed until 
the Ist of June, and then we may see what the 
chance is to get through. If we limit ourselves 
at this time I am confident it will be premature, 

Mr. YATES, Notonly do I not want to pro- 
long this debate, but I am sorry that it should 
have been carried to the extent it has gone. 
tise now because I do not wish to remain silent 
and hear every member give his reasons for-his 
vole for or against. this proposition. I have 
been waiting anxiously. for the vote, and yet 

ave been compelled to sit and wait and wait. 

ow I propose to say a few words myself. . 

Mr. President, no.joint resolutions which 
are introduced in the two bodies are so much 
calculated to retard legislation and the proper 
business of the Senate as these regolutions for 
adjournment, But, sir, I disagree entirely with 
the Senator from Nevada und with the Senator 
from Massachusetts when they say that it has 
not been the practice to introduce these resolu- 
tions at an early day of the session. On the 
other hand, in all my legislative experience 
these resolutions are introduced at the begin- 
ning of the session, and especially has it been 

80 heretofore when the members received pay 

while they were sitting. The history of these 

Propositions is simply this: a resolution is 

hel early in the session to adjourn on a cer- 

i in day, That has to be debated, consuming 

Woor three hours. Then various propositions 

are made—tp lay on the table, to postpone to 

a day certain—all having to be discussed. 

hig member who has a- proposition upon 

it table is anxious for it to be decided, and he 

t influenced by his personal convenience and 

Private interesis,. Some men get through with 


their business, their papers, the little bills they. 
have on hand, and they say“ I am through 
and I would like to go home.’’ This is the 
history of all motions that are made to adjourn. 

But, Mr. President, who knows—I do not— 
but that we may adjourn long before the 4th 
of July? Iam voting against this proposition 
as much on that account as any other, We 
have. two full months, May and June; and I 


i! vote against this proposition that we shall be 


compelled to stay here until the 4th of July. 
It may not be necessary.. Legislation may 
progress more rapidly than is supposed or than 
ithas heretofore. Suppose we want to. adjourn. 
before the 4th day of July, then comes up this, 
debate again, to retard the progress of legis- 
lation; then we must necessarily adopt a joint: 
resolution rescinding the resolution already 
passed.. Then comes up another protracted 
debate. - ate 
That is one reason why I object tọ this prop- 
osition. The other reason is because no Senator 
can tell whether these two Houses will be in a 
position to adjourn on‘the 4th day.of July. I 
will not repeat the measures which have been 


already mentioned, but I know enough of the | 
business of the session to know that we` can- | 


not now see that we can adjourn on the 4th 


| day of July. I would rather squelch theae prop- | 


ositions until the proper time comes when 
Senators can forma just opinion as to whether. 
the time for adjournment has come or not. 
For these reasons I have voted against-this 
resolution in all its shapes; voted to lay it on 
the table, voted to postpone it, and I shall so 
continue to vote. I think there are interests, 
high and solemn and important to the conntry, 
important to the Republican party, which re- 
uire our attention. Policies have yet to be 
ormed and will be formed which are to divide 
parties. The Republican party'has vo longer 
that uniting element of the war. We have no 
longer the uniting element of opposition to 
human slavery and aspirations fur freedom. 


The issues upon which the next campaign is to || 


be fought are yet not decided... Policies are 
not yet established, and Congress will have 
enough to do, in my opinion, between now and 
the Ist of August, if it does its fall duty to the 
measures which are now before the Senate. ` 

‘The VICK PRESIDENT. Fhe question is 
on the passage of the concurrent resolution of 
the House. a ee ee : 

“Mr. SUMNER. I move that that resolu- 
tion be amended by inserting inatead of ‘t Mon- 


day, the 4th of July,’ Mondays the 26th of | 


July.” I make that as a last effort in the 
nature of a compromise. eine i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. .The question is 
on theamendment of the Senator from Massa- 
ehusetts, i 
- Mr, SUMNER called for the 
and they were ordered... -> : : 
Mr. CAMERON. I trust:the Senator will 
withdraw that motion. 
will do no good. 
. Mr. SUMNER. I am serious in this, I 
feel that this proposition is detrimental to the 
public service, and it is on that account that I 
make this motion, I further believe that if the 
Senate takes time to consider it will not differ 
materially from myself, 


take into consideration the extent to which 
they will imperii the bills that are now pending 
and other important bills that have not yet 
been introduced into this Chamber. 7 

Look at your Calendar, sir, Notwithstand- 


ing our very considerable effort the other day | 
there are still some twenty pages of bills for i 
consideration, some of them of very great im- | 


portance. Now, if you fix so early a day as is 


proposed, it is in advance to declare that you - 


will not consider those bills. You kill them 


by indirection. 


Mr. SUMNER, Yes. 


yeas and nays; || 


He ‘must see that it || 


I know that other | 
Senators are as anxious for the public service ` 
as I am; but I believe that they do not now | 


“Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow | 
me to make a suggestion? | 


Mr. CHANDLER. I would suggest thatwe 

postpone the further consideration of this ques- 

|| tion until Friday, the 20th of this month, and 
i| let us see what progress we may make. 

i Mr. SUMNER. - I accept that proposition. 

| Mr. CHANDLER. The Committee on Com- 

' merce will require at: least two weeks of the 

‘time of this body, and I do not see how we can 

' get through our measures in less. I hope by 
general consentr-—— 

. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair did 
not hear the motion to postpone. Until what 
tame? : Oe: i 
> Mr. CHANDLER. Until Friday, the 20th 
of May, two weeks from to-day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 
Michigan moves to postpone the futther con- 
sideration of this resolution until Friday, the 
20th of May. Dok 
© Mr. POMEROY. I have not taken and 
| did not intend to take any part in this discus- 
sion. I only want to say now that when any 
committee of this body that has publie meas- 
ures in charge, the Committee on Appropri- 
; ations or the Committee on Finance, shall 
have considered this question and reported it 
back saying that we ean adjourn on the 4th 
of July or the 1st of July, I will vote to adjourn 
then. .I think some committee who have the 
leading measures in charge, like the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations or the Committee on 

Finance, should: report on this resolution. I 

do not care anything about the measures which 

I have in charge particularly, but a measure 

of this kind as to when it is proper to adjourn 

should be considered by some committee and 
reported on. We have always done that. 

. Mr. EDMUNDS. Every Senator on this 

floor understands the general current of busi- 

; ness just as well as any committee does. There 

|| is no use of disguising the truth in that way ; 

but it has not happened once in five times 
| since I have had the honor.to be here that any 
such resolution has been referred. 

Now, one wotd to my friend from Massa- 
| chasetts, [Mr. Sumgr.] I can myself remem- 
ber word for word his making that very speech 
almost every session, I may say certainly every 
long: session, on -questions of adjournment. 
He has given us notice in advance that we 
were leapihg before we came to the stile, that 
we were moving in the dark, and that great 
| measures: remained to be considered; all of 
i which:he felt, no doubt. But the Senate nev- 
i ertheless voted to. adjourn, and then my friend 
| found that his great measures were considered 
_ and everything went on with perfect smooth- 
: ness. It will be so now, sir. 
|. Mv. NYE. I-deem it my duty to say to the 
‘| honorable Senator from Vermont that there 
| are.two very important bills reported from the 
| Committeeon Territories that will require some 
| time to consider. One is with regard to the 
|| Mormon question, and the other is the question 
| of organizing a territorial government for the 
| Indian territory; and then there is. the ques- 
i. tion of organizing Alaska as a Territory. While 
| my honorable friend from Vermont bas so 
‘| good a memory as to remember the speech of 
: my friend from Massachusetts, five times at 
least I recollect hearing him repeat the same 
speech: he has. made to-day, [laughter ;] the 
same thing precisely. 

‘| > Now, I undertake to say that the Senator 

. from Vermont does not know as well what is 

‘ before other committees as what is before his 

` own, how long it will take to consider them, 
or what length of time it has taken the com- 

| mittees to consider them, and with what doubt 
they have come to the conclusions they have. 

They are about to appeal to the Senate from 

their own opinion, to take the sense of the 

` Senate in regard to the propriety of their ac- 
tion. The measures which I have suggested 
are measures that command and will receive 
the attention of this country through its legis- 
lative body, and if they do command that at- 
tention which I think the position of some of 


|i them requires it will require more than one 
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week or two of the debates of this. body-to 
settle the questions satisfactorily to ourselves,‘ 
and to try to settle them satisfactorily to the 
country. . a Se on i 
. Now, Mr. President, it is almost eight weeks 
before the time at which it is proposed to ad- | 
journ this session. If a stranger were sitting | 
in these galleries to-day, looking down on this | 
hasty legislation, he would come to the con- 
clusion that there was some vital interest at | 
stake which demanded at the hands of the 
legislative body all this action immediately, 
or all was lost. I repudiate any such idea as 
that. The honorable Senator from Hlinois | 
Mr. Yates] says if we cannot get ready by 
the time fixed we must pass a joint resolution | 
to extend the time. Sir, sensible men had 
better see the end of their business before they . 
attempt to fix limits and to say when Congress | 
shall adjourn.. I deny that the fixing of the . 
áth day of July now will basten business one | 
moment. I deny that any Senator here will, | 
after we do it, say upon his own responsibility 
that he will fail to utter what he deems:it proper | 
to address to the Senate upon these important 
questions that are to be submitted here in view 
of the day that adjournment must take place. 
_ Sir, it is trifling with the judgment of sensi- || 
ble men to pretend that such an effect will be © 
` produced at all. Who among this body of : 
men is going to be choked. off from saying 
what he desires and what he deems it his duty | 
to say upon important questions that are here | 
submitted because this 4th day of July stands 
in our view? And then, when that is reached, ` 
and we find ourselves unable to adjourn, there 
is to be another just each an exhibition as thie . 
on a resolution to postpone or extend the time. 
That involves two questions; first, a resolution | 
to postpone; and then a resolution when we | 
shall adjourn. This has taken three or four 
days; and if that will take twice as many days, 
one third of the time will be lost between this 
and then on that question. I submit, Mr. 
Prosident, to this Senate, in its senatorial 
character, whether it is prepared now to set 
the bounds and say ‘‘ Thus far and no further 
shall you gothis session.” 
-. Now, sir, what is the necessity for this haste? 
The honorable Senator from Maine, [Mr. Ham- 
Liv,]. who is really.the father of the Senate, 
moves to postpone the important bill in charge 
of his honorable colleague, upon which the 
bread and butter of the nation depend, and to 
make it give way to this all-important question 
of adjourning on a given day. 
Mr HAMLIN. Who is delaying action: 
on it oe ge) i ` 
Mr. NYE. . Iam. delaying action, not upon 
pe motion. This is the first and only speech 
propose.to make on this subject. I feel, as 
the honorable Senator from Indiana feels, that 
if this thing is to be done, it is due to the world 
thatit should be known who does it. From 
the gravity with which.the honorable Senator 
from Maine: put forward this motion strangers 
would have got the impression that.one of the 
most important questions this body was ever: 
called upon to decide was to displace an appro- 
priation bill in order to fix a day of adjourn- 
menut eight: weeks in advance.: © : 0 > f 
What will occur in that time nobody knows. 
What questions will arise no onecan tell. Sir, I 
sat-here for-eight weeks this winter, and heard 
the Georgia question . discussed: during that 
whole time. That-bill has gone to the other 
House, as the Senate well knows, and they:are 
to send us back a new bill, ‘upon which, with- 
out.employing the classic langnage of my friend 
from. Michigan, [Mr.: CHawpigr,} all these 
speeches will have to be made over again, with 
such additions and-addenda as time has sug- 
gested, and as the new features of ‘that bill 
suggest. .My friend from Michigan would. call 
it “hash.” Ido not know what the features 
of the bill will be, but.those speeches are as 
sure to come aguin-as that bill comes. i 
Why, sir, here are nine or ten Democrats in | 
this Chamber, who fight every inch.of that || 


 hearhim. (Laughter. } 


: deaf friend. 


ground, and ‘they would not be true to their 
convictious, probably—at least they would not 
be true to their actions-heretofore, if they did 
not fight it; and they can use up the whole of 
these eight weeks in speeches upon it. The 
world has got evidence of their power to speak 
and of their power-of endurance ; and yet my 
honorable friend from Maine and my honor- 
able friend. from Vermont, who is algays in 
favor of taking the first proposition to adjourn, 
think itis better to give them ‘the time. Why, 
sir, I can see eight or nine:1wo or three day 


, speeches upon the unconstitutionality of the 


whole question of reconstruction, and we have 
got to have it all over again from A to Z. 
Mr.SAULSBURY. I wish to suggest to my 
friend from Nevada that whatever tho capacity 
of the Democratic members to talk may be, Í 
believe they have not exhibited much disposi- 
tion to discuss this question; and if the hon- 
orable Senator will only do as the Democrats 
do on this occasion we shall have a vote on it 
in a very short time.: © os 
Mr, NYE. My friend from Delaware, when 


- he talks so low that he cannot be heard, always 


bat I could not 
I know his power 
to speak, and his disposition to speak on that 
question. : 

. Mr. SAULSBURY. I will repeat my 
remarks in a louder tone for the benefit of my 
[Laughter.} My remark was 
this: that whatever might be the capacity of 
the Democratic members of this body to talk, 
they have not manifested much disposition to 


says something intereting; 
ut 


‘talk upon this question for the: purpose of 


delaying its consideration; and if my honor- 


i able friend will -only do as we are doing on this 


occasion we can have a vote in avery few 
minutes. g : 

- Mr. NYE. I understand that perfectly well. 
They do not propose to discuss this question, 
for they want the resolation adopted, and then 
they will occupy most of the intervening time 
in the diseussion of the Georgia question and 
similar matters. That was what { was.warn- 
ing the Senate against. I understand that per- 
fectly well. , 

Now, Mr. President, I desire to say only one 
thing farther. Ido not think the immediate 
consideration of this question is of importance 
enough to displace the ordinary business of 
the body. I shall therefore most cheerfully 
vote to postpone its consideration, in accord- 
ance. with the suggestion of the Senator from 
Michigan, and it seems to me that no one here 
should oppose that suggestion. I am willing 
that this resolution shall go even to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, {laughter,] to con- 
sider and report at the end of that time whether 
we are in a position to adjourn, or to the Com- 
mittee on the. District of Columbia, or the 
Committee on Foreign Relations or Domestic 
Relations—any committee that understands 
the business that is to be done, and I will take 
their report. 

Mr. CRAGIN. My friend: from Nevada, 
who is chairman of the Committee on Territo- 
ries, has alluded to a subject to which I have 
given very much consideration during the past 
two years, the question in relation to affairs in 
the Territory of Utah. Although I have no 
hope of changing the judgment of the majority 
of this body in relation to the question of ad- 
journment, I desire to say to the Senate that 
if the time shall be fixed to adjourn on the 
Ath of July I shall have no hope whatever of 
reaching the bill to which the Senator from 
Nevada referred, the bill to enforee the laws 
in the Territory of Utah. If I supposed that 
every member of the Senate fally understood 
the condition of affairs in that ferritory-I would 
not-oceupy their time for a moment apon the 
question ; but to my mind the condition in 
affairs in that Territory is most disgraceful to 
this country. The Federal officers there are 
perfectly powerless ; the courts are powerless. 
Men are murdered almost daily, and jurors 
under the dictation of Brigham Young and the 


leaders of that theocracy refuse to indict and 
to convict. In my judgment this subject ig 
one of magnitude. ‘he Republican party in 
1856 made it a part of its platform, and declared. 
that it was not only the right but the duty of 
Congress to prohibit slavery and polygamy in 
the Territories of this country. Slavery hag 
been not only prohibited in the Territories, but 
has been abolished in all the States; but the 
other ‘*twin relic of barbarism’’ exists, and 
to-day defies and insults the Government of 
the United States. : I had hoped that we should 
be able to reach that bill and consider it dur- 
ing this session, but my hopes will be very 
faint if we agree to adjourn on the 4th of July. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Yesterday we 
wasted a considerable share of the first part of. 
the session in discussing what we were to do, 
and then we wasted an hour at the close of the 
session as to what we were todo. To-day one 
half of the session is already gone, and we have 
not yet commenced the regular business as- 
signed for to-day. Now, while I am very much 
opposed to the adoption of the resolution of the 

ouse at the present moment, believing it 
would be better to wait a week or two and see 
what is the progress of business before it shall: 
be adopted, yet it being apparent that a large 
majority of the Senate are in favor of acting 
upon the resolution, I hope Senators will not 
further consume time in trying to avoid meet- 
ing the question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Michigan, 


| to postpone the further consideration of this 


resolation until the 20th of May at one o'clock. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is two weeks from: 
today. oan 
. The question being put, there were on a . 
division—ayes 26, noes 20. 

‘Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered ; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 25 ; as follows: 

- YEAS—Measrs. Buckingham, Chandler, Cole, Cra- 
gin. Harlan, Howard, Kellogg, Lewis, MoDonald, 
forrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Nye, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sawyer, Schurz, Sherman, 
Spencer, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Trum- 
bull, Wilson, and Yates—26. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Cam- 
eron, Carpenter, Conkling, Corbett, Edmunds, Fen- 
ton, Ferry, Fowler, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, 
Harris, Howell, Johnston MeCresry. Robertson, 
Saulsbury, Scott, Stockton, Tipton, ickers, Willey, 
and Williams—25. E E aNs 

ABSENT — Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, 
Casserly, Cattell, Davis, Drake, Flanagan, Gilbert, 
Hamilton of Texas, Howe, Norton, Osborn, Patter- 
son, Pool, Pratt, Revels, Rice, Ross, Thurman, and 
Warner—21. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution is 


| postponed until Friday, the 20th of May. The 
| Chair inadvertently added ‘‘ at one o'clock ;"’ 


but as this resolution will go on the Calendar 
of resolutions, it may be reached before one 
o'clock, at the conclusion of the morning busi- 
ness of that day. It is postponed until Friday, 
the 20th of May, withont any hour being fixed, 
and will be reached when the Calendar of res- 
olations shall be reached on that day. The 
Senate now resumes the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. ; 
_ ‘REDUCTION OF TAXES. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I wish to state 
that as I shall be compelled to be absent for 
some time after Tuesday next, I shall be com- 
pelled to ask the indulgence of the Senate on 
Monday morning for a time sufficient to make 
some remarks in relation to the bill (S. No. 
890) reported by the Committee on Finance 
yesterday to reduce taxation, and on the tariff. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Vermont gives notice to the Senate that he 
will ask the Senate on Monday next to be per- 
mitted to make some remarks on the bill re- 
ported by the Committee on Finanée yesterday. 

. PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. | 
.. A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr: Horace Porter, his Secretary, 
announced that the President had this day 
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approved and signed the folowing bill and 
joint resolution : ‘ : 

A bill (S. No. 744) to authorize the Burling- 
ton and Missouri River Railroad Company, or 
its assigns, to change the established line of said 
road in the State of Nebraska; and i 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 165) extending 
the time for the completion of the first section 
of twenty miles of the Cairo and Fulton rail- 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. CORBETT, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in tho case of J. and C. 
M. Daily, relating to a claim against the Sisseton 
and Wahpeton Indians, be taken from the files of 
the Senate and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affaire. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETO., APPROPRIATION BILL. __ 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 974) 
making appropriations for the legislative, exec: 
ative, and judicial expenses of the Government 
for the year ending the 80th of June, 1871. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendments 
reported by the Committee on Appropriations 
will be acted upon as the reading of the bill 
progresses, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Senate, after which the bill will be open to . 
amendment by any Senator. j 


The first amendment of the Committee on | 
Appropriations was in line eleven, to reduce | 
the appropriation ‘‘ for compensation and mile- | 
age of Senaters’’ from-$425,000 to $420,000. | 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the clause ap- 
pro riating ‘‘ for compensation of the officers, 
cler! 
_ annual salary in the service of the Senate,” to 
insert 
teen, ‘‘financial clerk ;’’ and in line twenty to 
strike out ‘“‘eight’’ and insert ‘‘seven;’’ so as 
to read ‘‘seven clerks in office of the Secretary 
of the Senate.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the same clause | 
to strike out in line thirty-seven ‘' $1,800”? | 
and insert ‘‘$2,160’' ag the compensation of | 
the superintendent of the folding-room. 

The amendment was agreed to..- 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to an amendment. which has been just 
acted upon. I wish to make the same increase | 
in the salary of the clerk of the stationery 
room, I think he is called. f 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The keeper of 
the stationery. i 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. I should like 
him to have the same increase. I submit the 
matter to tbe Senator from Maine. I wish to 
amend the amendment by adding that officer, | 
so that he shall receive the same additional | 
increase of salary. | 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine... If the Senator | 
pleases, I should like first to have the amend- 
ments propoved by the committee considered. 

Mr. RMAN. I was going to offer an 
amendment to one of the committee’s amend- | 
ments, but ifthe chairman prefers that it should 
be offered hereafter I will not press it now. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator | 
will oblige me by allowing the amendments of 
the committee to be first acted upon. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well; I will offer 
the amendment at another stage. 

The next amendment was in the same ċlause 
after “dollars,” in line fifty-one, to insert ‘‘one 
laborer in charge of private passage, $864; 
one laborer in stationery 
cial policeman, $1,000.’ 

T e amendment was agreed to. 

The next. amendment was, in the same clause 
after the word dollars,” in line fifty-five, to 
insert “chief engineer, $1,800; two assistant 
engineers at $1,440 each ; two firemen at $1,095 
each; three laborers at $730 each.” 

Mr, POMEROY. 1 remarked to the Sen- 
ale the other day that I had noticed that the | 


messengers, and others receiving an | 


t principal clerk,” in line seven- | 


room, $864; one spe- |; 


ventilation of the Senate Chamber had beea 
very much improved that I dìd not know who 


| had improved it, but I knew by remaining 
l| here all winter that we never had this Cham- 
| ber in anything like as good condition as it has 


been this year, so far as purity of air, moist- 
ness of the atmosphere, and ventilation are 
concerned. Since I made those remarks I 
have had my attention drawn to the man who 
did it and to the means he used; and I find 
that it has been done by this officer, the chief 
engineer. He did the most of it, and con- 


` trived it without incurring any expense partic- 


ularly on the Government. He borrowed some- 
thing, to be sure, from the Navy Department, 
and he has putin the apparatus. 

Now, the committee have recommended to 
make the salary of the superintendent of the 


` folding-room $2,160, That may be all right; 


but if that officer should have that salary, why 
should not the chief engineer, who has donc all 
this work and who has superintended it and con- 
trived it, and at such little cost to the Gavern- 


ment, have as much? We appropriated $3,000 : 


the other day to make an experiment in vent- 


experiment, by this officer. I suggest to the 


: i, Senator who has charge of this bill, if he does 
The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. |; 


not want it amended at this stage, that I shall 
move hereafter, and I trast with his ooncur- 
rence and assent, that this chief engineer have 
the same compensation as the superintendent 


. dilation; and yet this whole improvement has | 
: been done for less than that, and without any 


of the folding-room,which is $2,160. I should | 
like to have that amendment concurred in now | 
by unanimous consent, because what I allude | 


to is apparent to every Senator who has been 
here any length of time. 
from Maine will not object to it. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What is the 
proposition ? ; 
Mr. POMEROY. The amendment which 
I want to move is, that the chief engineer shall 
have the same salary as the superintendent of 
the folding-room, $2,160. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator 
will understand that that is not within the rule. 
It is not in order now. f 
Mr. POMEROY. I know all about the rule ; 
but I said there was such a manifest improve- 
ment here in the ventilation that I believed 
the Senate would unanimously agree to this 
amendme 


The VICE PRESIDENT: The Chair will | 


state that the amendment on which the Sen- 
ate are acting is an amendment reported by 
the Committee on Appropriations, and it is 
subject to further amendment. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator | 


from Kansas now moves to amend that amend- 
ment by increasing the appropriation. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have a right to do so 
under the rale. f 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Under the rule 
the Senator has that right, for the reason that 
the amount as proposed by the committee, if 
agreed to and placed in the bill, is fixed, and 
it cannot be changed except by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. POMEROY. There. is no difficulty 
aboutthe rule. The only difficulty is in getting 
a vote upon the amendment. mee 

The VICE PRESIDENT. All the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Appropriations are 
amendable under the rule ; bytunder the usage 


of the Senate the amendments of the commit- | 


tee are first to be disposed of before new prop- 
ositions can be offered by other Senators. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Do I under 
stand that the amendments of the Committee 
on Appropriations may be amended on motion 
go as to. increase the appropriation? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Unquestionably. 

Mr. POMEROY. If itis not a newamend- 
‘ment it can be.. ; 

: The VICE PRESIDENT. This is a new 
amendment reported by the commiitee; and 
the Senate has the power to reduce the amount 
named in the amendment or to increase it.. - 


I think the Senator 


.Mr. POMEROY. I trust the Senator does 
not suppose that we have not the power to 
increase or diminish the amount named in his 
amendments to the bill. That is always within 
our rule. 

Mr. CRAGIN. You cannot increase it. 

Mr. POMEROY. | You cannot move a new 
amendment increasing an appropriation, but 
you can amend an amendment of the com- 
mittee, either increasing or diminishing the 
amount. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to add a word or 
two in corroboration of what the Senator from 
Kansas has said. I. think there ought to be 


i some additional compensation for whoever 


' ventilates this Hall. 
' around 


| corroborate my statement. 


‘here is an awful wind 
here sometimes. [Laughter.] I do 
not know where the current comes from, but 
I know precisely where it hits me. I do not 
know the rules by which it is directed, but I 
know that it always strikes me directly in the 
back of my head, [laughter,] and it literally 
drove me from my seat yesterday to my room 
with a sick headache. If that kind of venti- 
lation does not require additional compensa- 
tion, then I confess “‘ raising the wind’’ does 
not requireadditional pay. [Laughter.] Sir, 
itis a humbug from beginning to end. The 
ventilation may be a little better; but humbug 
requires to be paid for as well as anything 


else. 

‘Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from Maine 
is so unfortunate as to sit in the draft when the 
door behind him is thrown open. . 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir; I cannot tell where 
it comes from. 

Mr. POMEROY. I can. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Bui it comes when the door 
is as close as a door. can be; and I think my 
friend from Massachusetts (Mr. Witsoy] will 
Whither it cometh 
and where it goeth no man knows. It is like 
the flowing of the wind. I have not quoted 
the scripture exactly; but that is the idea. I 
think this compensation ought to be increased 
evidently. 

Mr. POMEROY. There is.no mystery about 
this; there is no guessing about where wind 
comes from in this body. [Laughter.}] If the 
Senator will examine the drawings and the 
structure of this Chamber he will see that. the 
present system of ventilation is according to 
the most approved rules and plans. 

[Laugh- 


: Mr. HAMLIN. It hits me to at. 


ter. : 

ite POMEROY. The Senator may sit near 
a door; but that has nothing to do with the 
ventilation of the. room. I can place myself 
in a draft from any. of these doors for the time 
being and feel very uncomfortable; bnt that is 
not this question at all. Senators who have 
been here from six to ten or twelve years know 


|| that there has been a great change in the atmos- 


phere of this room. It is now moist: and com- 
fortable. In other years we have sat here for 
months when it has been dry and detestable, 
so that Senators in perfect health, like myself, 
who never complain of any sickness, have been 


i made to suffer fromi the bad atmosphere here. 


If the Senator has got too. much wind I am glad 


| of it. It .is much more healthy to have too 


much than not to have enough. The only 
inconvenience which the Senator and myself 
have experienced in that direction is being in 
the draft of the door of the cloak-room and 
Senators being in there smoking. That has 
been the only trouble. . 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator make the motion to amend, or reserve it 
until after the amendments of the committee 
shall have been concluded? __ - ae 

Mr. POMEROY. 1 would rather make it 
now. z 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should very 


i| much prefer it if Senators would allow the com- 


mittee to go through with their amendments, 

and then they can offer such amendments as 

they choose. . f 
Mr. POMEROY. Does the Senator object 


m 
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to my amendment?) I thought it would ‘be 
accepted unanimously. i = 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If Senators feel 
at liberty to amend this bill by changing the 
service and the compensation for the service 


here they enter at once upon a very larga sub- | 
a i 


ject, because while the Senator from Kansas 
may favor this particular amendment, he will 
find other Senators who will want to provide 
for other officers ia the service. 

Mr. POMEROY. If it comes to that I shall 
have to ask why the salaries of certain other 
employés have been raised. The committee 
have done that, and I do not object to it. --. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. . In what in- 
stance? . 


i 
tt 


. officers, that is held to be sufficient. 


increase the pay of -acertain officer. That 
proposition is not discussed. Does that fix the 
salary for subsequent years? Does the Sen- 
ator from Ohio mean that? I suppose he 


oes. 
Mr SHERMAN. I will state to the Senator 
that, with regard to.this particular ET of 
is is 


a 


noten appropriation of $1,800 for a particular 
i officer, but it is a large appropriation for the 


the salary of the superintendent of the folding | 


raised. , . 1 tee 
Mr. POMEROY. The House of Repre- 


sentatives fixed that at $1,800, the same as | 


the salary of the chief engineer, and the com- 
mittee report io favor of fixing it at $2,160— 
for very good reasons, I have no doubt, and I 
do not stop to inquire what they are. 

Mr. .MORRILL, of Maine. 
committee has in no single instance that I am 


I} 


of the Senste; and although I think it may, in 
strictness, require an affirmative law to raise 


i 


a salary, yet I know the accounting officers 


have always allowed these salaries to be raised 


appropriation bills. 
Iir. TRUMBULL. Does that make it a 


room. : | permanent raising of the salary? I am not 
Mr, MORRILL, of Maine. That is not 


objecting to raising this salary. [do not know 


| but that it ought to be raised. I am not 


advised about it. 
Mr. SHERMAN, 

It would not in an ordinary case where the 

salary was fixed bylaw. ‘Then it would require 


| a specific law to raise the salary, and a mere 


The Senate ` 


of an increased sum would not 


appropriation 
i The accounting officers would 


be sufficient. 


! refuse to pass the account; but they have held 


aware of changed the salary of auy officer of | 


the Government. j 
Mr. POMEROY. You have amended this 
bill in that regard.. : 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. We adhere 


strictly to the principle of appropriating for | 


in regard to the officers of the House and the 
officers: of the Senate that an increase. of the 
appropriation amounts to an increase of salary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does the Senator think 
it advisable to single out a:single clerk in this 


way and raise his salary without any investiga- ` take care of that. 


the demands of the Government .as fixed by | tion? 


law. After that has been done, and the bill 
has been gone through with, if Senators desire 
to change the service, of course they can move 
to do so. 

ient and e 


bill. sf aig : aii 

Mr, POMEROY. .Ido not like to do any- 
thing against tbe wishes of. the chairman of 
the committee, and therefore, as the. Senator 
from Ohio withdrew his amendment, I wili 
withdraw mine, and give notice that I. shall 
renew it at the proper time. — 

Mr. COLE. ‘Ihe Senator will have to move 
to pass over the pending amendment, because 
we are now acting upon the subject-matter. 

Mr. POMEROY. Bat it is. subject to. be 
amended hereafter. : a ' 

. Mr. MORRILL, of Maine.. Itcan be moved 
at another time. : 

The VICE. PRESIDENT: The amendment 
ean either be moved in the Senate, or eise the 
Senator from Kansas can reserve his right to 
‘move to amend this clause.: > 50 

Mr. POMEROY. When we come from 
Committee of the Whole to the Senate we can 
concur in this amendment, withan amendment. 
I know where to move it. - : . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
‘objection: the-right of the Senator from Kan- 
gas to move ta amend this clause will be 
reserved. . - ss Le ase 

Mr. POMEROY. |: I reserve that right. 
. Mr. SHERMAN. I give notice, so. that 
there may be no controversy hereafter, that I 
shall move to raise the pay-of the superintend» 
ent of the docament-room: from $1,800 up to 
the pay that is allowed the superintendent. of 
the foldiag-room. These two officers have 
always gone together, and they ought not to be 

arated in-their salaries. - 3 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatpartof the 
bill has not been changed by amendment. It 
will be open to amendment without unanimous 
‘consent. ‘The amendment now pending in the 
fifty-fifth line will be regarded as agreed to, if 
there be no objection. : . ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. This mode ofincreasing 
the pay of these officers strikes me as very 
objectionable indeed. Itis not understood at 
all. You do it in an appropriation bill. It 
seems to me there ought to be a provision for 
their regular payment, The appropriation bill 
comes in,‘and some:one makes a motion to 


itious way of disposing of the 


I suggeat tat as the most conven: | 
xpe 


ti l oe ; 
|. Mr. SHERMAN. Iexpress no opinion in 
favor of that; but I say that if the salary of a 


| certain officer is raised by the action of the Sen- 


ate, that is, the superintendent of the folding- 
room, the superintendent of the document- 
room, who has been an officer here for twenty 
years in charge of his department, and who. is 
a very valuable officer known to us all, cer- 
tainly ought to be kept at least on a footing 
with the superintendent of the folding-room. 
That is rather a mechanical employment than 
otherwise, while the superintendentof the docu: 
ment-room, Mr. Titcomb, is an old officer of 
the Senate, who has been here much longer 
than I bave been; and. who is invaluable as an 
index to public documents. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think very highly of 
the officer named by the Senator from-Ohio, 
and have no objection to his salary being raised, 
if it ought to be raised ; but the principle upon 
which it is proposed to be done strikes me a3 
very objectionable. 


The Senator from. Qhio | 
puts it upon the ground that the salary of some || 


: : _ | in this way—by simple act of Congress in the | 
Mr. POMEROY. . One I see before me, |: 


| H 
' contingent expenses of the Senate, or to officers 


other officer is raised, the superintendent of the ; 


folding-room, I believe. . 
Mr. SHERMAN.. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TRUMBULI.. On that ground he pro» 


poses to'raise the salary also of the superin- 


tendent of the document-room. That is the 
way we always get up these salaries. A salary 
is proposed to be raised for some particular 
officer, and then the suggestion is made that 
he is no more deserving than another one, and 
that other one should be put on the same foot- 
ing. 
of favorite officers. I think it a very objection- 
able way of doing it. Iam not going to resist 
this motion of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have made no motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [think well of the officer 
to whom he.: refers. l 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Obio has made no motion to amend. He has 


only given notice of his intention to offer an || 


amendment. : 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator, to carry 


out his purpose, ought to resist the amend- | 


ment of the Committee on Appropriation 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I think itis objection- 

single individual in that way. 

- Mr. POMEROY. ‘The Senator from Maine 

says he has not done it. Icalled hisattention 


In that way we have raised the salaries | 


It will have that effect. | 


: $9,950; and in lines sixty-six and 


to that point, and he says he has not raised the 
salary of the superintendent of the folding- 


room. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Ohio did not offer an amendment. He 
simply gave notice of his intention to offer 
one. ‘The Secretary. will report the next 
amendment of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations. 

The next amendment wasinthe same clause, 
lines fifty-nine and sixty, to increase the total 
appropriation for salaries of officers and persons 
in the service of the Senate from $99,380 to 
$111,800. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the appropria- 


| tions for contingent expenses of the Senate, to 


strike out “and” in line sixty-five and insert 
sixty- 
seven to strike out ‘'$17,250’’ and aet 
t $8,000; so as to make the clause from 
lines sixty-three to sixty-seven read : 

For stationery and. newspapers for seventy-four 
Senators, at the rato of $125 each per annum, $9,250; 
for stationery for committees and oflices, $8,000. 

Mr. SUMNER. Ido not precisely under- 
stand that. ; l 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That simply 
makes a division, so that in keeping the 
accounts they will be kept distinct. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then there shonld be a 


_ stop after the word ‘ dollars’’ in the sixty-fifth 


able on their part to increase the salary of a l 


linę. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Clerk will 

Mr. MORTON. A comma. 
. Mr. SUMNER. A semicolon. ‘ 
: Tbe VICE PRESIDENT. ‘There should 
be a semicolon. i oy 
-o Mr, SUMNER... That is what confused me. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will insert that in connection with the amend- 
ment in that line. © = = i 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line sixty-eight, 
to strike out ‘ $20,000;’' in line sixty-nine, to 
strike out ‘for’? before‘ fourteen ;’? in line 
seventy, to strike out ‘* $5,000;"’ in line sev- 
enty-one; to strike out ‘for’? before "* horses’’ 
and insert ‘‘and;’’ and in line severity- one, to 
strike out ** $5,000’ aud .ingert ‘$40,000 ;”’ 
so as to make the clanse from line sixty-eight 
to line seventy-two read: ; ie 

For clerks to committees; fourteen pages, st the 


| rate of $2 50 per day while actually employed, and 


horses and carryalls, $30, 
The amendment was agreed to. 3 
“The next amendment was, after ‘“‘appara- 
tus,” in line seventy-three, to strike out the 
words *‘ plumbing and gas-fitting, and ` for 
expenses of ventilation,” and to reduce the 
appropriation in line seventy: four from $15,000 
to $6,000; so as to make the clause from line 
seventy-three to. line seventy-five read, ‘for 
fuel for the heating apparatus, $6,000.” 
. The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out line 
seventy-six, in these words: ‘‘for new furni- 
‘ture, $5,000.” 

Mr. SUMNER. Is not that needed? I 
should like to have some explanation on that 


point. A , 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator 

will see that it is included in the next amend- 

ment. The object is merely to sfmplify these 

items. a 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line seventy- 
seven, to insert before ‘‘repairs’’ the words 
“ furniture and;’’ and to increase the appro- 
priation in that line from $5,000 to $10,000; 
so as to read: ‘for furniture and repairs of 
furniture, $10,000.’’ , 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, in the appropria- 
tions for contingent expenses of the Senate, 10 


line eighty-three, to increase the appropriation 


| 
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«for miscellaneous items, exclusive of labor,” 
rom $10,000 to $20,000. 
i The amendment was agreed to. j 

The next amendment was, in the appro- 
priations for the Capitol police, to strike . 
out ‘twenty’? before ‘privates’? in line 
ninety-two, and insert ‘‘thirty;’’ to increase 
the appropriation, in line ninety-three, from 
$21,600 to $32,400; and to increase the ap- 

ropriation, in line ninety-six, from $32,100 
to $42,900; so as to make the clause from 
line eighty-nine to line one hundred read: 

Capital police: ; 

For onecaptain, $1,800; one lieutenant, $1,500; thir- 
ty privates, at $1,080 each, £32,400; and eight watch- 
men, at $900 each, 57.200; making in all $42,900, one 
half to be paid into the contingent fund of the House 
of Representatives, and the other halfto be paid into 
the contingent fund of the Senate: Provided, That 
no disabled soldier shall be discharged by reason of 
this act. 

Mr. HAMLIN. TI should like to know what 
isthe necessity for increasing the Capitol police. 
We have got plenty here now, in fact ten more 
than are necessary. J have some knowledge 
ofthis police. The Presiding Oificer of this body 
bad at one time the control of it, and I know 
there were more policemen than were wanted. 
I know that twenty are not required; but 
here the committee have increased that num- 
ber by ten, and carried the twenty up to thirty. | 
I state what I know when I say we do not want | 
twenty policemen around tiris building. ‘This | 
amendment is utterly unnecessary. I want to: 
know why the committee have increased the |: 
force filty per cent. It is because somebody 
wants a place. That is the whole argument, | 
and there is not anything else in it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Iwill say to my 
colleague that the committee were not influ- ` 
enced by that consideration: The committee 
have no knowledge of any parties that want | 
places. That was not the object; that was . 
not any consideration with the committee. ` 
The fact is that the law provides for thirty 
policemen, and the committee have followed |: 
the law and provided for precisely as many as | 
the law fixes, no more. The Committee on ' 
Appropriations have not assumed the duty, if | 
itis their duty; in any sense whatever, to say | 
what the service ought to be. . i 

Some four years ago this subject of the Cap+ 
itol police was reported upon by the Commit- |: 
tee on the District of Columbia, and they were | 
established at thirty privates, I think, and-two | 
lieutenants and one in. Now the House |; 
sent this bill to as providing for twenty pri- || 
vates. To concar with the House was to ask ‘| 
the Committee on Appropriations to consider ` 
the question of the necessity of a less number || 
of policemen than were really established by | 
law, and the committee simply did not under- 
stand that to be its daty. It may turn out that 

my colleague is entirely correct—on that point | 

I give no opinion—that twenty men are enough. | 

The action of the other House. may perhaps i 

fairly farnish that presumption; but at the j 

same time the Senate committee, refusing to | 

take into consideration either the number in 
the service or the compensation for the offi: | 
cers, contented itself by looking at the statute, ;: 

finding precisely what the statute required, | 
they so provided. If you say that twenty are | 
enongh, then non-concur with the House ; but, | 
at the same time, my colleague will see that 
there should be an amendment to the statute, 
for there stauds the statute establishing -this | 

Police, not a clause in an appropriation bill, 

but a statute standing by itself, providing for 

thirty privates of this police: If my colleague, 
eing chairman of the committee thathas some: | 
times had the care of the building here—I am 
sure the act. originally came from the Commit- 
ne on the District of Columbia—is of opinion 
that twenty are enough, then I would suggest 
him that he offer an amendment to repeal | 
80 much of the act. f f 
Mr. HAMLIN. I was not aware of the act 
which my colleaguerefers, but I think it was 
during the war when it was believed a 
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! Territories” from $1,500,000 to 


A aasi 


pres- || priations to know whether that is a proper thing 


larger number were necessary than at the 
ent time. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think that is 
true. a: 

Mr. HAMLIN. It was when a great many 
people were around this Capitol, thousands of 
them, and there waa perhaps a necessity for a 
larger number of policemen. I only say that 
my knowledge of the matter leads me to believe 
very clearly that no twenty men are wanted, nor 
anything like that number; but if the law is as 
my colleague says, perhaps we are obliged 
to make the appropriation for the whole num- 
ber. If so, you will have the whole number 
appointed, That will be all there is of it. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. ‘They are allin - 


office now. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Allí can say, then, is that 
the Senate can do as it pleases. You have 
twice as many as you want. I think these are 
times when useless expenditures should not be 
incurred. 

Mr. FOWLER. Ido nat know how many 
are needed; bat I know that the appropriation 
bill for 1868 and also for 1869 provides for 


_ thirty privates, as this amendment does. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. SHERMAN | 


in the chair.) ‘Ibe question is on the amend- 
ment of the Committee on Appropriations. - 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to say 


now that if my colleague desires to repeal that . 
law he can draw up a section for that purpose. . 


Mr. HAMLIN. I will see to it before this 
bill gets into the Senate. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I move to strike 


_ Out the proviso to that clause, ‘‘ provided, that 
‘no disabled soldier shall be 


ischarged by 
reason of this act.’’? As we have not reduced 
the force the proviso may be stricken out. I 
make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
ee he Secretary resumed the reading of the 

ill, i 

The next amendment of the Committee on 
Appropriations was in line one. hundred and 
four, to reduce the appropriation ‘‘for com- 

ensation and mileage of members of the 
Hotse of Representatives and delegates from 
$1,325,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. . 

The next amendment was in the items appro- 
priating for contingent expenses of the House 
of Representatives, in line one hundred and 
sizty-three, atter ‘fuel,’ to strike.out “and 
lighta, including plambing, gas-fitting, repairs, 
and materials ;’’ and to reduce the appropria- 
tion in line one hundred and sixty-four from 
$15,000 to $7,000; so as to make the item 
read, ‘‘ For fuel, $7,000.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the public printing, in line two hun- 
dred and five, before the word ‘‘létter,’’ to 
insert ‘‘ envelopes ;’’ and after ‘‘copperplate,”’ 
in line two hundred and seven, to insert ‘‘or 
by lithographing;’’ so as to make the proviso 
from line two hundred and five to line two hun- 
dred and seven read: 

Provided, That hereafter no envelopes, Ietter, or 
note sheets for the use of Congress or any 


ment or officer shall bo printed {rom steel or copper- 
plate, or by lithographing, 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike out the 
following proviso from lines two hundred and 
thirty-four to ‘two: hundred and thirty-nine, 
under the head ‘Library of Congress :”’ 

Provided, That all the appropriations herein made 


; for the support and increase of the L'brary of Con- 


gress are made on the condition that.the Library 
shall be Kept open from seven o’clock p. m. to ten 
o’clock p. m. every secular day in addition to the 
hours it is now required to be kept open. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like tó know of 
my friend the chairman why the committee 
recommend to strike out that proviso? 

- Mr.-MORRILL, of Maine. The first answer 
is that it is not for the Committee on Appro- 


Depart- . 


Il 


to do or not; and second, the Committee on 
the Library were consulted on the subject, and 
| did not think it expedient to do it. In the 
| third place, a proposition like this, saying that 
| the Library shall be kept open, without making 
| an appropriation to keep it open, would not 
`= accomplish the purpose. The House, there- 
fore, have not done enough to accomplish what 
they designed. It will require a pretty large 
appropriation to enable the Library to be kept 
open at night. 
Mr.SUMNER. Why a large appropriation? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. In the way of 
chandeliers and gas. There is no gas there. 
Mr. SUMNER. It would require a new set 
of fixtures? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It would require 
pretty large appropriations in the way of gas- 
fixtures and the introduction of gas, besides 
of course the increase of the force. The Com- 
mittee on the Library had it under consider- 
ation, and did not feel that it was expedient on 
the whole to keep itopen. This Congressional 
Library is accessible to the people during all 
: hours of the day, and we were inclined to think 
that on the whole it would not be so great a 
thing to light up the building and keep it open 
for such persons as at night may seek access to 
, it from this city. . 
The amendment was agreed to. 


_Thenextamendment was in line two hundred 
and eighty-two,-after the word ‘‘ Congress”? to 
insert ‘‘ and other steam-heating apparatus in 
| the central building ;’’ so as to make the clause 
!! from line two hundred and eighty-one to line 
i: two hundred and eighty-four read: 


‘| For compensation of the person in charge of the 
heating apparatus of the Library of Congress and 
oth er span beating apparatus in the central build- 

ii ing, $864. 


|| The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the items mak- 
ing appropriations for the Court of Claims, to 
| increase from $3,000 to $3,500, in line two hun- 
dred and ninety-eight, the appropriation “‘ for 
compensation of attorneys, to attend to taking 
testimony, witnesses, and commissioners.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out the 
following proviso, from line three hundred and 
i seven to line three hundred and twelve: 


Provided, That nojudgment ofruid court for any sum 
| exceeding $5,000 shall be paid until the same shall be 
: Specifically appropriated by Congress. But this pro- 
i viso shali not affect the right of any party to appeal 
i from a judgment rendered by the Court of Claims to 
: the Supreme Court of the United States, | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment-was to insert after line 
| three hundred and seventeen, among the exec- 
i utive appropriations, ‘‘for compensation of 
secretary to sign patents for. public lands, 
$1,500.” se nee 
The amendment was agreed to.. nA 
‘|: Thenextamendment was after ‘‘messenger,’’ 
‘in line three hundred and twenty-three, to inr 
| sert ‘‘at $1,100,” and to increase the appropri- 
' ation in lines three hundred and twenty-fourand 
' three hundred and twenty-five from $13,800 to 
| $14,060 ; so as to make the clause from line 


1 three hundred and twenty to line three hun- 


‘| dred and twenty-five read; 


ii For compensation to the Private Secretary, assiste 
li ant secretary, (who shall be a short-hand writer,) 


i} two executive clerks at $2,300 each; steward, aad 


messenger, at $1,100, of tho President of the United 
'| States, $14,060, 


| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
: amendment be disagreed to. 
The amendment was rejected. 


I ask that that 


ne 
| Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to ask my colleague, 
|| where is the appropriation for the Private 
: Secretary of the Vice President? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Suer- 
MAN in the chair.) Thatis in the first part of 
| the bill, under the head of “Senate.” 
` Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It is in line 
forty-two, page 3. _ 

Mr.. POMEROY. 


I desire to move an 
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amendment at the proper time, when it is iu 
order, to increase the compensation of the 
assistant doorkeeper of the Senate. J see that 
we have increased the compensation of several 
subordinate oflicers over his, which is, to say 
the least of it, ridiculous, The long and faith- | 
ful services of a man who has grown gray in 
the service, who has been here since he has 
been a boy, cannot be passed over iu silence. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It is the 
duty of the Chair to remind the Senator that 
an amendment to that part of the bill cannot 
be made now. l 

Mr. POMEROY. I only ask the privilege | 
of saying a few words. I know itis not in. 
order now to move such an amendment, but : 
I shall contrive, some time before this or some ` 
of the appropriation bills are finished, to do at 
least reasonable justice to a man who has been 
so long and so faithfully in the service of this 
body. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The read- 
ing of the bill will proceed. 

The next amendment was, in the appropri- 
ations for the Department of State, after ‘‘chief 


| 


clerk,” inline three hundred and thirty, toinsert ; 


‘$2.900;") after “three,” in line three hun- | A - 
; yers are very anxious to cut them out and pastè 


dred and thirty-three, to insert ‘‘ one examiner 
of claims, $2,500 ;’? after ‘‘ messenger,” in line 
three hundred and thirty five, to insert ‘‘ $840;”’ 
and after ‘assistant messenger,” in line three 
hundred and thirty-six, to insert ‘ $720.” 
Mr. SUMNER. 1 should like to ask ‘the 
chairman whether in this sectien is included 
the list of additional clerks that was provided 
for in a bill that passed the Senate some six 
weeks or so ago? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What is that? | 
Mr. SUMNER. There is a bill which passed 
the Senate providing for the appointment of 
an examiner of claims and also several addi- 
tional clerks. 
- Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. They are all 


here. 

Mr. SUMNER. All that were provided for 
in that bill ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
stand. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, after ‘‘ form,” in 
line three hundred and forty-one, to strike out 
“ and in newspapers of the States and Terri- 


So I under- 


tories and in the city of Washington,’ and to |; 


insert, '* provided, that all acts and parts of 
acts which provide for the annual publication 
of the laws of the United States and treaties 
with foreign Powers be, and the same are here- 
by, repealed;’’ so as to make the clause read: 
- For publishing the laws in pamphlet form: Pro- 
sided, That all acts. and parts of acts which provide 

or the annual publication of the Jaws of the United 

tates and treaties with foreign Powers be, and the 
same are hereby, repealed, $50,000 


Mr. SUMNER. I wish to know the oper- 
ation of that clause. 

‘Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Before that is 
acted on I move to strike out ‘$50,000 ” and 
insert “$10,000” before the proviso, so as to 
read; ‘Tor publishing the laws in pamphlet 
form, $10,000 ;’’ and then let the proviso follow. 
o Mr. SUMNER. Before that is acted on, I 
should like an explanation of this whole prop- 
osition. Do I understand that it does away 
swith the publication of the laws in the edition 
whichisso well known tous of Little & Brown? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No, sir, it pro- 
vides for that; but it does away with the pub- 
Jication of the'laws in the newspapers. 
the recommendation of the State Department. 
The law, as it now stands, provides for the 
publication of the laws in two papers in each 
of the States and Territories. The experience 
of the State Department, (and itis the general | 
experience, so far as. my observation goes, to 
a very great extent,) is that that publication is 
useless; and it must be so in the nature of the 
case. -These laws and treaties are now pub- 
lished in two newspapers in each of the States 


apd Jerritories. The laws of course are not i| ators had a copy—they are only a handful; 


Thatis | 


| 


i 


' thought it might be dispensed with without any 


, be the pleasure of the Senate to adopt the 
‘amendment, and at any rate try the experi- 
: ment. 


publications for general readers. Rarely or 
never do they attract any notice. So far as 
giving any special publicity to the laws in that 
way is concerned, they are of no value. Itis.: 
done at an expense of about eighty thonsand | 
dollars a year, and the State Department 


detriment to the public service. I hope-it will 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I om opposed to the 
amendment that the chairman of the commit- | 
tee advocates, onthe ground that I think the 
publication of the laws in the newspapers is a | 
necessity. 1 do not care to have the treaties | 
published ; I think they are of very little con- 
sequence; but when the laws are enacted it | 


| takes a long time to have them all published in | 


pamphlet form, and they go into operation, and | 
the people are ignorant of them unless they are | 
published in the newspapers of the country. : 
It is so- particularly ou the Pacific coast and in 


the distant parts of the country. I know that | 


l 
when these laws are published in the news- | 
papers in the State of Oregon great pains are | 
taken to cut them out of the newspapers. Law- | 
| 
t 


them into a book, so that they can know what 
laws have been enacted. I do not know how |; 
long time occurs, but several months, I think, : 
transpire after the laws are enacted and after 


‘Congress adjourns, before we receive any 


pamphlet laws in Oregon. 1 suppose that is 
true of other remote parts of the country, if 


_ not of all parts of the country. 


I think the Government can. very well afford 


that is, only one in a thousand of the people; 
and yetevery individual in the community hag 
to obey the law, is responsible for his conduct 
under the law, and ought to know the Jaw. 

We pay verylittle; we do not pay enoughio 
make it any object for a newspaper to have 
the contract. We have to ask almost every 
newspaper in the country, and to tease the edi- 
tors, to get them to publish these laws, unless 
it be some country paper that has very litte 
advertising. ‘The city press that have large 
advertisements never want to publish the laws, 
Therefore it is no speculation and I think it ig 
a convenience. l know the Senator from 
Rhode Island argued at considerable length 
the. other morning that we should abandon 
publishing the laws in the newspapers. I fail 
to see the reason for that. ‘The Committee on 
Appropriations, I see, have followed his sug- 
gestion; but I believe myself we had better 

ublish the laws in this way. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I am op: 


: posed to the adoption of this amendment. As . 


the Senator from Kansas hay observed, we 
require the people to take notice of the passage 
of our laws; but they have no means ot know- 
ing anything about them ordinarily, except 
through the publications in the newspapers. 
It was said of an ancient tyrant that he caused 
the laws to be inscribed on tablets placed so 
high that they could not be read ordinarily by 


the people, and then held them responsible for 
' their violation, 


To pass laws which are not 


' published and hold the people responsible for 
i the violation of them is very much like that 


‘the expense of publishing these laws in two ; 


| expended, and great harm will come to the | 
1 


|: of the law and located their land serip in ac- 


‘ benefit of those: people. That: simply illus- 
| trates the necessity of making the people-every- | 
‘where acquainted with the laws as soon as 


' be adopted. . ` 


| 


newspapers in each State for the information 
of the people, and I think it will be money well | 


country if some means of this kind are not 
adopted for the publication of the laws. 
pon the Pacific coast and in other remote | 
arts of the country great injury results from 
ignorance of the laws. They go into opera- 
tion; they are not known, and men act unad- 
visedly. We have passed a bill at this session 
illustrative of that. A law was passed two 
years ago providing that certain agricultaral 
scrip should not be located after the passage 
of the law, except three sections in a town- 
ship. That law was not known in California 
for thirty days, and people acted in ignorance 


cordance with the old rule. The consequence 
was that we had to pass a special act for the 


practicable. I hope the amendment will not 


Mr. POMEROY. I heard this matter dis- 


cussed at considerable length by the chairman || 
ment providing for the publication 


of the Committee on Printing sume time since, 
and this very proposition was recommended 
by him; but he failed to convince me that it 
was best. The people of this. country are held 
responsible for a knowledge of the law when 
it comes to a question of crime or disobedi- 
ence, whether they have seen the law or not; 
and unless there are some means provided by 
which they can have reasonable -access to the | 
statutes without buying the volumes it seems | 
most unreasonable to hold them to any ac- | 
countability and responsibility. hee 

1 remember being in a court not long since, | 
and I heard the judge charge the jurors in a į 
given case that had been tried, where the party | 
insisted upon it that he did not know a certain 


ae was the iaw, that the law was pub. į 
i 


shed in the newspaper in the man’s town | 


where he lived ; and he thought that was the | 
most conclusive argument that he ought to 
have known the law. But suppose it bad not 
been published; suppose the. law was locked 
up in a volame, and lawyers had it, the Sen- 
ator from Oregon had a copy, and all theSen- 


| 


! illustration in history. The laws published in 


pamphlet form are not published until the end 
of the session; that I believe will not be until 
the 4th of July, and perhaps a little longer; 
but they are published in the newspapers as fast 
as they are approved. Those already passed 
and approved are now in the course of public- 
ation in the newspapers of all the States. The 
people have an opportunity to get at them and 
the members of the bar have. It is particu- 


i larly important to them. But if we cut off this 


publication in the newspapers they must send 
here and get a certified copy of the Secretary 
of State, at a heavy expense, or they must wait 
until the end of the session and two or three 
months after that toget them in pamphlet form. 
Now, sir, I think, as a matter of public justice, 
that the number of newspapers in which these 
laws are published should be increased instead 
of cutting off the publication entirely. 

Mr. HOWELL. They ought to be published 
in one paper in each congressional district. 

Mr. MORTON. I think it is only two to a 
State now, under the present. law. The num- 
ber is entirely toosmall. There would be mach 
more justice and propriety in requiring the 
publieation in every congressional district than 


| in cutting off the publication altogether ; and 


I would very much prefer to have an amend- 
of these 
laws in every congressional district. It would 
be somewhat expensive, but if it is important 
to enact the laws. it is important to give the 
people the means of finding out what they are. 

r. MORRILL, of Vermont.. Mr. Presi- 
dent, in the. first place:ne ordinary newspaper 
published in the country can afford: to take 
these lawsas advertisements and publish them, 
because if they publish the entire laws of the 


| United States it must be done tothe exclusion 


| of almost all-other reading matter. 


Then, in- 
stead of being. published as fast as they are 
passed, the Senator from Indiana is entirely 


| mistaken. Many of the papers that publish 


them do not get through with them until after 
the next session of Congress begins. ‘The 
papers that have anything to live on by way 
of ‘patronage utterly refuse to take them at the 
price proposed by the United States. In my 
State especially they are confined ordinarily to 
that class of papers which have not the largest 
circulation.. ‘Sometimes papers of large circu- 
lation may take them ; but ordinarily they are 


2 


not confined to that class. © : =. 
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Mr. NYE. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to ask hima question ? : 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Certainly. 

Mr. NYE. I will ask if these first-class 
pewspapers, although I suppose it to be a fact 
that they cannot afford to publish the laws 
at the price paid by the Goverament, do not 

rd it as a privilege to publish them? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. No, sir. 

Mr. NYE. 1: know it is so in my State. 
They regard it a8 a privilege, or rather as their 
daty, to publish them. 

Ne. MORRILL, of Vermont. - There are 
many newspapers in my State that utterly refuse 
to publish the laws of the United States as 
advertisements. Six years ago we had all the 
treaties and all the laws of the United States 
published ia a little six by eight paper out here 
in Georgetown. Does anybody believe that 
that was of any service to the country ? - 

Mr. POMEROY. That is an exception. . 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. They were 

ublished also in auother very small paper iu 
this District. ‘he United States have to pay 
the expense of the publication of the pamph- 


let form of the laws, which is a reform on the 


past practice of Congress and is really a ben- 
efit, for members ot Congress are enabled to 
distribute them to almost all the prominent 
men and lawyers in their respective States. 


That isa publication which I think ought to | 


be continued ; bat this publication of the laws 
in the various papers of the United States as 
an advertisement I regard as an abuse, and it 
ought to be discontinued. 

Mr. ROSS. So far from the argument of the 
Senator from Vermont being any reason against 
the publication of the laws in the newspapers 
of the country, in my judgmentitis a very good 
reason why we should increase the price for 


the work instead of cutting off the publication : 


altogether. I do not think we can. appropriate 
alike sum of money eo profitably for any pur- 
se as for distributing among the people the 
ies which are to govern them. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print» 
ing have had this subject under consideration 


and in some remarks that I made some time ` 


ago on the public printing I gave my views on 


this subject. I do not suppose anybody remem- ` 
' Ohio states that he merely desires to enter the | 


bers them now. 

Mr. POMEROY. Ido, very well. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The publication of the 
laws in the newspapers, in my judgment, is an 
entire waste of the public money; and I think 


hundred thousand dollars a year. The pub- 


lication of the Jaws, as the Senator from Ver- |: 
mont has said, is not concluded in most of the |: 


newspapers until long after the session of Con- 
gress has adjourned, frequently not until the 
next session has commenced. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
acts are of no consequence to be printed any 


way. 
Mr. ANTHONY. We do not print them. 


reaties are printed, but not Indian treaties. ` 


When the publication of the laws was first com- 
menced in the newspapers it was very proper, 
because then that was the only means which 
the public had of becoming acquainted with 
the laws; but it is very different now. Ali the 
laws that are of any sort of consequence are 
printed in the newspapers simultaneously with 
their passage. Indeed, the people are kept 
acquainted throngh the newspaper press not 
oulywith the laws that are vanced by Congress, 
bat with the progress of legislation. The peo- 
ple know what has passed the House, what has 


passed the Senate, how the’ bills have been ` 


amended, and what has been the result of con- 
ference committees; and when the laws are 
Completed, and have gone to the State Depart- 
ment and been placed ou the rolls, and are then 
Priated in the newspapers, they are so old that 
any person interested who wishes to see them 

seen them Jong before.. 

have thought it might be useful to author- 


The private | 


ize the Secretary of State to make a compila- 
tion of such of the legislation of each Congress 
i| as in his judgment might be necessary for pub- 
lication in the newspapers, because we often 
place in the appropriation bills important legis- 
lution. But to spread before the country at 


public cost all our appropriation bills, all the - 


money that we appropriate for the Kickapous 
and the Assiniboines and other Indians, and 
every item of appropriation for every brauch 
of the public service, is so much waste of paper 
and ink. Ido not think they are read, and I 


do not think they are of any consequence to | 


anybody if they are read. I have had some 
consultation with the Secretary of State on 


this subject, and he fully agrees with me and ` 
with the Committee on Printing that this is an | 


entire waste of the public money. 


The publication of the laws in pamphlet form ` 


is convenient, and perhaps itis well enough to 
continue that, although the Statutes-at-Large 
are now published by Little, Brown & Co. in 
a very convenient aud accessible form and at 
a moderate cost. Afterall, the publication of 
the general laws is useful mainly to those of 
the legul profession. It a man wishes to know 
anything about the law he goes to a lawyer. 


He does not go to a newspaper to find out what : 


laws have been passed alfecting his rights or 
interests. : 
I hope this amendment will be adopted, and 


i I propose to add an amendment to it to dis- | 


continue the publication of the Biennial Regis- 
ter, called the Blue-Book. ‘That is an entirely 
useless expense, although it is not very costly 
to print it. I presume, however, it costs con- 
siderable. to prepare it; but there is no need 
of it at all. 


amendment, to ounit that publication. 

Mr. SHERMAN.. I wish to eater a motion 
to reconsider an amendment that was adopted 
while I was temporarily occupying the chair. 
It is the amendment on page 14, line three 
hundred and thirty. | 

Mr. NYE. Is that in order before we dis- 
pose of this amendment? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I only wish to enter the 
motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


. motion. The motion will be entered. It is 


‘to reconsider the vote adopting the amend- | 


| ment making an appropriation of $2,200 for 


page 14. 

: Mr. SHERMAN. I now give way to the 
‘| Senator from Nevada. 

| Mr. NYE. I bope this amendment will not 
i| prevail. The honorable Senator from Rhode 
! Island and the honorable Senator from Ver- 
i! mont know but little of the difficulties attend- 
‘| ant upon the attainment ofa knowledge of these 
laws in a country situated, for instance, like my 
‘| own State; a country where the population is 
| sparse. There you find mining camps at great 
: distances from each other, but in almost every 


i; by the local newspapers designated for the 
|, purpose. We are told in answer to this that 
| the laws are published in pamphlet form; but 
i; how are those people to get copies of the pam- 
phletedition? Ifa member of Congress wishes 
| to send the pamphlet of the laws to one of his 
| constituents he must send it at his own ex- 
'i pense, if he does not send it very quickly, in 
i; view of the bill pending here to abolish the 
franking privilege. ‘lhis amendment is really 
equivalent to saying to the people in distant 
| settlements and in distant portions of the coun- 
i try, ‘You shall not know what the laws of the 
| United States are.” 


t 


i. Mr. President, I wish to demonstrate this 
| to by the honorable Senator from Oregon. A 
j| man in my own town was the victim of the loss 
| of $156,000 because he was one day behind the 
i 


by a single proposition which has been alluded | 


shall move before this discussion `' 
closes, as soon as I can prepare the proper || 


i| the chief clerk of the Siate Department, on | 
wy friend from Jowa [Mr. Howe} willagree ` 
with me. It costs the Government about one |; 


i 


ing scrip that he had purchased honestly. For 
more than thirty-four days the land offices of 
that State were not apprised of the passage 
i| of the law, aud with a law standing on your 
i statute-book of which the people there were 
: entirely oam they invested their mouey 
honestly, but were cheated out of it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. = If the Senator will allow 
me to make a single remark at this point, that 
was done with the laws published in two 
| papers in every State in the Union. 

Mr. NYE. No, sir; do not be too fast. It 
takes you a little more than one day to get a 
law from here to Nevada or California to be 
published. 

Mr. ANTHONY. But there was a law 
authorizing the publication. 

Mr. NYE. The law will prevail; but what 
I was complaining of was that the honorable 
Senator from Rhode Island proposes to keep 
the people there ignorant of the laws for tit- 
teen or twenty days at least, when if they were 
sent immediately on their passage they could 
get there now ina week, and they would be 
published in our newspapers. 

The honorable Senator from Rhode Island, 
representing the intelligent people of Rhode 
Island, and the honorable Senator who repre- 
sents the equally intelligent people of Ver- 
mont, where you find at every other door a 
: lawyer, whether they have much or little to 
do, where every town is a law establishment 
with little fellows running around to ery out 
| what the law is, [laughter; } they do not share 
| in the feelings or sympathize with our people 
|in the extreme West who do not have that 
‘| class of people to tell them all about the laws. 
Our people are engaged in mining. They read 
the newspapers and see what the laws are; 
and yet my friends here, who live in these 
more enlightened communities, would deprive 
them of that opportunity. My friend from 
© Vermont takes to the law intuitively and in- 
| stinetively. Although he has never studied it 
` asa profession, yet he has been so long en- 
i| gaged in making laws that it has become sec- 
ond nature to him. He knows what the laws 
are going to be before they are enacted, and 
can advise his intelligent constituents on the 
subject. My people, not having representatives 
so ready and able, will suffer if this amendment 
should be adopted. They look in their news- 
papers where, by law, it is provided that they 
| shall look to find the statutes of the country. 
That is the only intelligence they get. It 13 
their guide; it is their direction; it is their 
safety. If this amendment is to be pressed I 
shall move to amend it so as to say that the 
laws shall not be published in New England, 
but shall be in all the other States; or, if that 
is too broad, I will say that they shall be pub- 
lished in two newspapers in each State and 
Territory west of the Missouri river; but I 
should be glad if they were published in more. 

Mr. HOWELL. I think probably there is 
a better way of providing for this publication 


|| of the laws than either of those suggested, and 
camp is published a newspaper, each of which | 
i; publishes these laws that are furnished them i 


one which borders somewhat upon the idea 
suggested by the Senator from Rhode Island, 
| It is not necessary, nor does it meet the. wants 
| of the people, that all the statutes passed by 
| Congress should be published in the news- 


papers; yet those that need to be published 
should have a wider circulation and be more 
generally accessible than they are under the 
p system. Now I thiok a system might 
e adopted—it would require a law, I suppose, 
to put it into effect—whereby certain general 
laws, to be selected by a commission or by the 
Secretary of State, or some person duly author- 
ized so to do, should be published at once upon 
their passage in one paper at least in each con- 
gessional district of the United States. That 
might be done without increasing the expense 
under the present system, and it would very 
much increase the value of the publication. 
There are, as has been said, a great many 


laws published in the ordinary way in two 


time, according to a law passed here, in enter- il newspapers in each State, a knowledge of 
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which is of no immediate public utility. If 
the laws that are of a general bearing, and 


which have an important relation to the peo- |; 


pie of the country generally, could be pub- 
i 


shed at once upon their passage in one news: | 


paper in each congressioual district where they 
would be accessible it would be a great im- 
provement upon the present system, and would 
not probably increase the expense of the pres- 
ent system, and it would induce the people to 
look into those papers for the laws, and they 
would rely upon them, 

My experience is that it is not true that the 
laws are generally published in the newspapers 
as a matter of news. It is not true in any sense 
that they are so published. Here and there, 
occasionally, a newspaper publishes some im- 
portant law ofa general bearing, or of peculiar 
and particular interest and moment to the 
locality in which the paper is published. 

As | said in the outset, I think the system 
might be improved; but I do not think it is 
good policy to pass laws and then keep them 
from the pubiic knowledge for weeks and 
months, almost a year after they are passed. 
That is as bad as the Roman system of which 
we read in our boyhood, where the emperor 
issued edicts, and posted them in compliance 
with the law, but so far out of reach that they 
could not be read, and then punished the peo- 
pie who violated them because of their lack of 
knowledge of the laws which he put out of 
their reach. 

Mr. CORBETT. Iam opposed to this amend- 
ment, and untilthe Senator from Rhode Island 
shall present some better plan than that here- 
tofore ndopted I think we had better stand by 
the old system. I know that the people of our 
section of the country expect the publication 
of the laws in the newspapers, and the publica- 
tion is of very great advantage to them. We do 
not receive the laws published in pamphlet 
form until some time after they are enacted, 
and then it is a long time before we can frank 
them and forward them to oar friends. Besides, 
before this session of Congress shall have 
passed away, as the Senator trom Nevada sug- 
pests, we may do away with the franking priv- 
ilege, and that may deprive us of the benefit 
of the publication of the laws in that form; or 
we may determine to publish no documents at 
all. ‘Therefore I am in favor of continuing the 
publication of the laws in at least two papers 
in every State. I know it is considered of great 
importance in our State. The paper there next 
to the most important in the State publishes 
these laws. I think we had better continue the 


system, 
- Mr. PATTERSON. It seems to me that | 


it would be a great saving if we should adopt 
this. amendment. My friend from Nevada rep- 
resents that the people of bis State seize upon 


these laws when published in the newspapers | 
and read them with great avidity. If that is ` 
true I shoald think it was hardly necessary to |; 
make an appropriation of Government funds | 
to publish them in the newspapers of Nevada. — 
J should suppose it would be a profitable work : 
for the newspapers there to publish the laws , 


without any special appropriation by Congress 
for the purpose, because it would increase their 
circulation. 


So far as my observation goes, the papers | 
which can live in our conntry withont the pab- ` 
iit when it did-come, because the people of | 
' Nevada have their own laws, and manage their 
| own affaira pretty much in their own way. 


lication of the laws do not care to have them, 
and will not accept this proffer of the publica- 
tion of the laws on the part of the Government. 


The only papers which desire the publication |, 


nre some small county papers that cannot live 
withoat it; and the very fact that they cannot 
live without the publication of the laws is one 
of the reasons why they should not publish 
them, because they have so small a circulation 
that the people do not get access to them, 

Mr. NYE. Allow me to ask the Senator 
whether his State paper does not publish them? 

Mr. PATTERSON, It does when the State 
paper happens to receive that honor. , 
> Mr. NYE. When the honorable Senator 
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designates that as one of the papers in which 
this publication shall be made. 

Mr. PATTERSON, ‘They are passed around; |! 
sometimes given to one and sometimes given | 
to another. The publication of the laws has 
been offered to some papers who have refused it. 

Mr. NYE. Exactly; bat I undertake to say 
that the State paper of New Hampshire is pub- 
lishing these laws. 

Mr. PATTERSON. 
ator mean by ‘‘ State paper?”’ 
in my State are State papers. 

Mr. NYE. I mean the paper published at 
the capital of the State. 

Mr. PATTERSON. We have several papers 
published at the capital. 

Mr. NYE. 1 mean the leading Republican 


organ. 

itr. PATTERSON. None of those pub- 
lished there cares to be called the ‘‘ leading 
organ.’’? They are all leading. 

Mr. NYE. I presume the papers published 
in the capital of the State might be considered 
more leading papers than the papers published 
in the town of the honorable Senator. A paper 
published at the capital of the State hasa larger 
circulation, I suppose, than his local paper. 

Mr. PATTERSON.. One of the papers, cer- 
tainly, published at the capital of the State has 
refused to publish these laws, for the reason 
tha: it does not pay; and the papers that de- 
sire to publish them are simply county papers. 
If it is an object to keep up the circulation of 
the county papers that may be a reason for 
making an appropriation of $50,000 for that 
pa ; but unless that is desirable I do not 
think we ought to expend $50,000 for thie 


purpose. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is - 
on the amendment of the committee. `` 
Mr. ANTHONY. I hope that now, when 
we are endeavoring to economize the expenses 
of the Government, we shall strike out thia 
appropriation. No newspaper wants this pub- 
lication. Jt is very true that some papers of 
large circulation and character may consent 
to publish these laws because it gives a cer- 
tain prestige. Then, again, some papers have 
always published the laws, and therefore they 
would not like to give up the publication; but 
no newspaper that has never had it- would take 
it, unless it is a paper of very small circulation 
indeed, and then it is of no value to them. It 
is no favor to any paper to give them this job. 
It costs almost as much to set the type as the 
publication amounts to. 
The publication of a'compilation of the laws 
in each congressional district, as suggested by 
my friend from iowa, to be paid tor,.as it 


What does the Sen- 
All the papers 


‘ would have to be, at the ordinary rates of ad- 
:: Vertising, would cost half a million and per- 
'. haps a million dollars. -It isa thing we could 


| affects all the whole landed. districts of this 
‘country, and the people are not aware of it 


not think of.: I hope this amendment will 
prevail. i : 

The Senator from Nevada says that a con- 
stituent of his met with a very great loss be- 
cause he did not see a certain law of Congress 
in time. Well, this system prevailed then; so 
that he would be no worse off if we did no 
publish the laws than before. 

Mr. WILLIAMS.: I wish to inform theSen- 
ator that at that time it took about thirty days, 
I believe, for a mail to go to Nevada. — 

Mr. ANTHONY. He woald not have read 


Mr. NYE. I wish that was so; but the hon- - 
orable Senator is-mistaken. I mentioned that 
faet simply to illustrate what I consider a wrong 
practice on the part of Congress. A law is | 
passed here, to take effect immediately, which 


for some time afterward. f 
. Mr. ANTHONY. That is a great mistake, ` 
undoubtedly, on the part of Congress. - ; 

Mr. NYE. Now, in the present course of | 
the mails, we should have such a law out there | 


. papers do not publish the laws. 
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in nine or ten days at the outside, and it could 
be guarded against as much as possible; bug 
to pass laws here to take effect immediately, 
affecting our lands or our mines, is a great 
injustice, and it works hardships beyond my 
power to describe. I hope, whatever may be 
done on this subject, some means will be pro- 
vided to enable the people to know when laws 
are passed, if they are pssed in that way. 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘That certainly is very 
desirable and. very proper. ° 

The Senator from lowa says that the news» 
They do not 
generally publish them at length, and officially, 
and formally ; but they publish the substance 
ofthem. ‘I'he substance of all important laws 
is conveyed by telegraph to every part of the 
country, and is published in every considerable 
city in the Union just ns soon as it is published 
in the city of Washington. Then, if a man 


' wishes to know the exact, formal, and tech- 


nical law, he does not go to a newspaper ; he 
goes to a lawyer, if he is a man of any sense; 
he goes to a man who can interpret and ex- 
pound the laws. If he wishes to know the 
general law he finds that in every newspaper 
in the land. 

If we are to continue the publication of the 
laws in this way there should be some provis- 
ion requiring the newspapers to publish them 
immediately after their promulgation. Now, 
they do not publish some of them until six 
months after they are promulgated. I venture 
to say that Senators are in the receipt every 
day of newspapers containing the publication 
of the laws of the last session of Congress, 
and they are not completed yet. I think it is 
an entire waste of public money. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I should like to ask the 
Senator, if we should require the newspapers 
to publish the laws assoon as they are passed, 
whether that would not be impracticable? 
Would it not take up the entire space of many 
of. the papers? — 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think it would be neces- 
sary to pare much higher price for the work. 

Mr. PATTERSON. ‘It would destroy their 
circulation for all other purposes.  . 

Mr. ANTHONY. Ido not think advertis- 
ing themin the newspapers is the proper way 
of promulgating the laws of the United States. 
I do not think it-is the best for the people, 
and I do not think itis the most economical 
fur the Government. If this amendment is 
going to be lost I: do not wish to offer: an 
amendment to it; but if I offeran amendment 
to it, and itis lost, I presume I can offer the 
amendment again in another part of the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I suggest to 
the Senator to offer his amendment separately, 
and let us try the question on this amendment 
of the committee first. : , 

Mr. ANTHONY. The amendment I was 
going to suggest was to ingert in line three 
hundred and forty-five, after the word ‘‘ pow» 
ers,’’ the words ‘‘andof the Biennial Register.” 
I think Senators will all agree to discontinue 
that publication. Itis not of the least possible 


use. 
- Mr. SHERMAN. | I think. that is the m 


` convenient thing we have.. 


Mr. ANTHONY... it was due six months 
ago; and has not been printed yete i 
Mr. SHERMAN. That is the faalt of the 


printer. >- SEA : ok 
|. Mr. ANTHONY. There is not a single 
_ thing in this Biennial Register, except the csta- 


logue of female clerks, that is not printed in 
another form, more authentic, and half the 
time, later, > é i N 

Mr. SHERMAN. Are the names of the 


| postmasters printed in any other publication? 


Mr. ANTHONY. The list of postmasters 


: is printed by the Postmaster General in aa 
' official list, and two years later than this pub- 


lication half the time. So is the Army Regis- 


 ters.go-is the Navy Register ; so is the Diplo- 


matic and Consular Kegister; and there ás 
nothing left to be inserted in this Biennial 
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egister except the names of the clerks in the 
Pan R I believe most of the De- 

riments have a departmental directory. 
This work does not cost a great deal, and is 
not distributed very largely, but it is an utter 
waste of money to publish it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is not published by 
the Government. : 

Mr. ANTHONY. Certainly it is. 

Mr. SHERMAN. = It was not formerly. 


nected with the public service it has been. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Where is the appropria- | 
tion for it in this bill? 
Mr. ANTHONY. I suppose there is an 
appropriation in this bill for it. No; I am 
mistaken ; it comes out of the general appro- | 
riation for the public printing. 
Mr. POMEROY. 
geen any appropriation for. it. 
Mr. ANTHONY. There is a joint resolu- | 
tion of Congress ordering its publication, and 
the cost of it comes out of the general appro- | 
priation for the public printing. I will not 


offer the amendment to the amendment now. . 


I will try my luck upon the amendment of the 
committee, 

Mr. SAWYER, Although a member of the 
Committee on Appropriations I was not on 
the committee at the time this amendment 
was adopted by that committee; and while I 
do not like to oppose anything that has been 
adopted by the committee, I feel that there is 
some importance in publishing these laws, 
especially in the part of the country from 
which [ come. 

lam well aware that in the more populous 
States, where newspapers are circulated very 
much more largely, and where there is indeed 
a population of sucha character ds to get much 
more familiar with the public acts of Congress : 
than in the section of country which I have | 
the honor in part to represent, it is not of 
much consequence; but with us we want every 
possible means of diffusing information as to 
the acts of Congress that can be obtained. 
And we are at this present time having the : 
publication for the first time of acts of. Con- 
gress that were passed during thewar. There 
isa large body of the legislation of Congress 
which has never been published in the south- ; 
ern States at all, and which is not aceessible 
to the public in any form whatever; and I 
regard it as of great consequence that this pub- 
lication should continue, so that somewhere in © 
those States, in some form, the entire laws of |: 
Congress should be published at some time. ji 

There are other reasons which could be |; 
adduced, but that which I have stated will be | 
sufficient to govern my vote on this question ; 
that is that the laws ought to be published at 
some time ia every one. of the States, and. they 
have not bean go published. If this amend- 

ment prevails it does not enable the geueral 
public in those States to uuderstand at all what 
the laws are. ook - ~ 

Iu reply to the remark made by the honor- 

able Senator from Rhode Island that nobody 
reads these laws, I will say that those men who 
are interested in the application of any special 
statute do read them. I know the general 
public do not read the Jong list of laws which 
are published, even their own State laws; but 
if there is any subject which applies to the | 
Particular vocation or the particular interests | 
of any citizen, when he sees the title of such 
an act he reads that act. It is of use to him, 
ae every such publication is of use to some 
class of citizens, and is ‘attended to by somé 
class of cilizens. patie DA - 

me ANTHONY. The Senator from Saed 

ı 4 Suppose, refers to'a very good- 
a aren piece of folly (if it is proper or me 
: use that term of an act of Congress) that | 

i enc some sessions ago, authorizing the 

reer of the laws of previous Congresses 
eStates which had been in rebellion, which 
gave to the people ef South Carolina, Georgia, 


li 
| 


': whatever it is, and I am 
' have it modified so that it shall not. 


~ lawyer. 


. from Oregon suggested that we demand obe-. 


and Louisiana the valuable information of how 
much money we paid to the Choctaws, and 
how much money we paid to the Kickapoos, 
‘ and how much we paid for the pages, and how 
: much we paid for stationery for every year 
during the time of the rebellion. The object 
of that law was to give a certain support to the 


`: Republican newspapers of those States, and 
: there was no other object and no other reason 
, whatever for it; and the money—I say with 
Mr. ANTHONY. Since I have been con- |: 


States who are struggling to maintain the prin- 
ciples which I believe are identified with the 
good of the country—was entirely thrown away. 
. That bill, as it came from the House, gave to 
the papers in those States the ordinary rates 


- of advertising for publishing those laws, which 
I am sure I have never | 


would have made the cost of the publication, I 


. think, more than $1,250,000. It was amended 


great respect to those papers and with great ` 
: sympathy for my professional brethren in those ° 


in the Senate so as to pay only the ordinary | 


price allowed for the publication of the laws, 

which I think is not more than ten per cent. 
’ of the customary price of advertising. 
I do not suppose theadoption of this amend- 
: ment will cut off that amount of patronage, 
rfectly willing to 
We have 
: authorized the publication of theback laws of 


those States, and newspapers have been con- ` 


, tracted with, and I think we ought to keep 


: faith with them. I think it was a very foolish | 


i provision, but I would not have it abrogated 
now. 


The Senator says they have not yet got | 
lt was | 
three years ago that their publication was ` 


: tbrough publishing those. old laws, 


authorized, and it is not finished yet. Of what 
‘ use is the promulgation now to the people of 
thesouthern. States of laws passed years ago? 
If any man has his interests. or his rights 


affected by any of these laws he goes to a i 
Whatever effect any of them may |, 


have has been accomplished long before he | 


‘will ever see them ina news 
five or six years afterward. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. . 
this proposition has heen argued upon a theory 
which Ido not think is justitied. . The Senator 


paper published 


dience to the law, and of course should furnish 


: opportunity of knowledge of the law. Now, 
: there-is a fiction: in the law tbat:every man is 


presumed to know what the law is; every man, 
it is held, is bound to know what the law.is; 
but of course not every person is held to have 
a perfect knowledge of the law. Nobody ever 


ple being acquainted with the law. 
according to anybody’s knowledge or belief 
or experience that the great bulk of the.com- 
munity even read these acts or ever would read 
them if they were to be published in all the 
newspapers of the country. . You may publish 
these laws: in all your papers throughout the 


| country, and they will be read by very few, and 
they will be understood by avery small portion ` that. 
, Mr SUMNER. 


of those. who do read them. If a man wants 
to know what the law is he. goes to his lawyer 
or somebody in whom he confides. 


in our history. No lawis inaugarated here that | 
isnot flashed over the wires, if it is of any con- | 
sequence. 
of the people, anxious for everything that in- | 
terests the people anywhere, and it is flashed | 
over the wires, North, East, South, and West, | 
even when itis merely contemplated; and when 

l it takes the form of an act that act goes every: : 


Mr. President, 


| itself bound to furnish the opportunities of peo: | 
Nor is it: 


| 


i! be passed over. 


Now, to': 
i| say that with our system of railroads and tele- 
graphs and presses any American citizen any» j; without being acted upon. 
where within our broad limits is in danger of |: 
beingentrapped because the laws we are passing `! 
i in Congress are not disseminated, or because ‘| on it now. - 
they are put high above their heads, as my | 
|; friend from Indiana suggested by way of illus- |; mittee going to give his consent to that being 
tration, so that they could not be:reached, has : 
no force.: That illustration has no application ‘| 


Hereare the lookers-on, the agents ‘| 


where. So, then, when you come to the real 
necessity of publishing these laws to protect the 
legal rights of the people, I do not think there 
is any necessity for it. That the publication is 
of some advantage to particular presses I can 
understand ; but we are not legislating in that 
interest particularly, though I would be the last 
man to legislate against it. I would give the 
press all the facilities I reasonably could; but 
; looking at it as a question of legislation, I 
doubt exceedingly whether there is that neces- 
sity for the publication of the lawsin the news- 
papers which justifies the outlay. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 
onthe amendment ofthe Committee on Appro- 
priations as modified. 

Lhe question being put, the amendment was 
declared to be agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to havo a 
division. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senate is 
thin now, and I suggest that there can be a 
division in the Senate. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Very well; I will take 
the vote iu the Senate, and withdraw the call 
for a division now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamendment 
is agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope now the motion 
made. by me to. reconsider the amendment in 
regard to the chief clerk in the State. Depart- 
ment will be acted on. ; ae 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Let the vate be 
reconsidered, and then. pass the matter over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I suggest that it be ro 
served until we come into the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I may not be here then, 
‘ and I think it may as well be acted on now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The vote onthe 
amendment referred to will be regarded as 
reconsidered; and the question is on agreeing 
to the amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
tion to the reconsideration. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the effect of the 
amendment be stated to the Senate in a word. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iwill call the attention 

; ofthe Senate toit. Inline three hundred and 
thirty there was an amendment adopted, add: 


I have no objec- 


i; ing, afterthe words ‘‘ chief clerk,’ ‘* $2,200 ;”" 


so as to make the appropriation for the salary 
ef the chief clerk of the State Department 
: $2,200. The practical effect of that is to raise 
i his salary. That will not be the legal effect 

though, because the salary of the chief clerk 
; of the Departmentof State is fixed by a general 


| law which gives thechief clerk of each Depart- 
supposed that, and no Government ever felt , 


, ment the salary of $2,000 a year. This appro- 
priation of course cannot change the law.. The 


purposes to change the law. If we are going 


| to change the salary of any chief clerk, we must 
| change thesalary of all. L hope the amendment 


: will not be agreed to unless: a general rule is 
, adopted applying to all. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Let the matter 


Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection. to 


What is the disposition of 
| this matter? 

' ‘he VICE PRESIDENT. Theamendment 
| passes from the consideratien of the Senate 


Let us act onit now. 
` [think we had better act 


Several SENATORS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


Mr. SUMNER. Is the chairman of the com- 


stracic out? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Ma 
consent about it. . 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator seemed to 
regard it.with great complacency, I thought. 
Senators ask me what.is the reason for this 
amendment. The reason is that the chief 
clerk of the State Department has: been in 
the service there more than twenty years; I 
rather think twenty-three or twenty-four years. 


ine. Ihave given'no 


He has largely the confidence of the head of 
the Department. His relations are very con- 
fidential. All the public official correspond- 
ence passes through his hands. 

Several Sexators. Who is he? 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. Chew. 
is worthy of nis hire.” He really is worthy. 
Now, I do not think it right when this increase 
is proposed that he should encounter the ob- 
jection of the Senator trom Ohio, who asks 
why we do not do the same in other cases. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ihave nodoubt that Mr. 
Chew is a very valuable clerk. As far as I 
know; he discharges his duties well. The chief 
clerks of the Departments generally are carc- 
fully selected men, selected with a view to their 
efficiency and their service, generally men of 
experience. At the same time the rule ought 
to be equal. It is not proposed to raise the 
salary of all the chief clerks to $2.200. 

Mr. HARLAN. I wish to inquire of the 
honorable Senator whether all the other de- 
partmental chief clerks do not receive $2,200 
salary? I knowit is so in the Interior Depart- 


ment. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The disbursing clerk of 
the Interior Department, like the disbursing 


| 
tt The laborer 


clerk of every other Department, gets $200 a 


year in addition to his salary. 

Mr. HARLAN. No; that Department has 
a separate disbursing clerk. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


When the chief clerk is -: 


disbursing clerk he gets the benefit of that ; 
allowance; but the salary of the other chief , 


clerks is fixed at $2,000. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like to know the 
precedents. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. We are told 
that $2,000 a year is the salary of the chief 
clerk of a Department. 

_ Mr. SUMNER. But the Senator from Towa 
says that in the Interior Department it is 


$2,200. 
Mr. SHERMAN.. He is also disbursing 


clerk. 
Mr. POMEROY. No; the chief clerk in the 
Interior Department is not disbursing clerk. 
Mr. HARLAN. The Blue Book shows the 
salary of the chief clerk of the Interior De- 
partment to be $2,200. 


Mr. SUMNER. Will the chairman of the || 


coromittee give attention to that? Twenty- 
two hundred dollars is the salary in the In- 
terior Department. 


Department be as much regarded as the Inte- | 
i! ebief clerk. 
The answer to | 
that is, that on that officer has been devolved | 


rior Department? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


an additional duty, that of disbursing clerk. 
Mr. SHERMAN. There are a great many 


dnties devolved upon the chief clerk of the . 


Department of State. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I find on referring to the 


Blue Book that the chief clerk of the Post | 


Office Department receives a salary of $2,200 


a year. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is simply because 
the chief clerk is generally disbursing clerk. 

Mr. SUMNER. That does not appear. 

Mr. HARLAN. In the Interior Department 
that is not the fact. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I find that the chief clerk 
of the War Department receives $2,200. 

Mr. SUMNER. We have now testimony 
that in the Post Office Department the pay of 
the chief clerk is $2,200, in the Interior De- 
partment $2,000, and in the War Department 


$2,200. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is where they dis- 
burse money, and therefore have to give bond. 

Mr. SUMNER. But the Senator from Iowa, 
who has been at the head of the Department 
of the Interior, says that is not the case in that 
Department. The Senator from Rhode Island 
now tells me further that the Blue Book, which 
is before him, shows the salary of the chief 
clerk of the Treasury Department to be $2,200. 
Certainly the chief clerk of the Treasury is not 


Should not the Foreign | 
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adisbursing clerk. My friend from Maine finds 
that the precedents are against him. ‘The only 
question is about putting the Department of 
State on an equality with the other Depart- 


ments, 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator is mistaken 
abont that. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I find by the Blue Book | 
that inthe Navy Department the chief clerk 
has $2,200, and the disbursing clerk $2,000. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I find, on looking at the 
estimates, that the estimate is $2,200, and the 
law is referred to. If that is the law for all 
the Departments I have no objection. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I find, on looking further 


at the Blue Book, that in the State Department 


the chief clerk reccives $2.200. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
for striking these words out. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What is the use of in- 
setting them? ‘They ought to be stricken out 
and this chief clerk left to the general law. 

Mr. SUMNER. I wish to know of my friend 
from Maine why he proposed to insert these 


Then there is no occasion . t 


' Government. 


Mr. ANTHONY. If this is disposed of [ 
should like to ask the consentof the chairman 
of the committee who has the bill in charge to 
put in an amendment here which, although it 
does not come from the committee, is one that 
comes in appropriately here, which I had in- 
tended to move as an amendment to the one 
last adopted; and that is: 

And that all acts which provido for the biennial 
publication cf the register of officers and agents, 
civil, military, and naval, in tho servico of tho 
United States, be, and the same are hercby, repealed, 

I propose to put that in the amendment just 
adopted; and this is the place where it appro- 
priately comes in. I propose to offer it with 
the consent of the Senator from Maine. 

_ Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Ihave no objec» 


ion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope that will not be 
adopted, because this Biennial Register is the 
most convenient record of the officers of the 
It is true each Department pub- 
lishes a record of its officers; but there are a 


` great number of them, and you can never find 


words? The Senator from Ohio moved tostrike | 
them out, and believed that in striking them | 


out he reduced the salary. 


It was to counter- |: 


act that effort that I proposed to keep them in. — 


Mr. SHERMAN. 1 simply say that this 
salary ought to stand on the gencral law, and 
not be singled out by special legislation. 

Mr. SUMNER. Iwant equality. ‘ Equal- 
ity is equity,” the Senator knows. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It seems to 


+ me that this whole paragraph with the amend- 
:, ment is left in entire confusion. If the amend- ° 


| ments proposed shall be adopted how will it 


read? In the first place ‘“‘the chief clerk 
$2.200.’” Then “eight clerks of class four, 
additional to one clerk of class four, as disburs- 


_ ing clerk, and eight clerks of class three, one 


examiner of claims, $2,600.'’ And then it 


: goes on in like manner; and then, in line three | 


| four watchmen, $63,300.” 


hundred and thirty-six, ‘‘nine laborers and 
It seems to me it | 
will not do to pass this paragraph in this state. | 


‘| The whole sentence is in a state of confusion. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 


| on striking out the words proposed by the Sen- | 


| ator from Ohio. 


` 
i 
i! 


i 
1 
i 
i 


| to make some further amendments which are 


The motion was agreed to. | 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. j 
a suggestion to the Senator from Ohio which | 
may obviate this difficulty. I understand from | 


him that there is a law fixing the salary of the 


Mr. SHERMAN. Yes; Ihave here a ref- | 
erence to the law. ‘There is no necessity for : 
utting itin here as a special appropriation. | 
t ought to be stricken out; it is included in | 


the general amount. i! 
Has the Sen- ; 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
ator that statute at hand ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. | 
pass over the paragraph to give the chairman | 
of the Committee on Appropriations time to 
prepare it in properform. It evidently now is | 
not in proper shape to be passed into a law. 
- Mr. SHERMAN. Here is the law referred : 
to. On page 13 of the estimates reference is ' 
made to the tenth volume of laws, page 669, 
section fonr. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. But the Senator 
will find that that is nothing more than 
appropriation bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont desires that this paragraph be passed 
over for the present. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should like to 
have this question settled, because I propose 


I move to 


proposed by the committee. | 
‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The clause in 
regard to $2,200 was stricken out. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It can be moved 
again in the Senate. I have other amendments 
to move, 


I wish to make i 


I know that it is very conven- 


them together. 
We print but five hundred, I 


ient for me. 
think. 

Mr. ANTHONY. We print seven hundred 
and fifty, and they are printed only once in 
two years. ‘The register of the Post Office, the 
Army Register, the Navy Register, and the 
Diplomatic and Consular List are all published 
annually, and everything that there is in that 
book published biennially is published anuually, 
excepta very few unimportant officers. More 
than half of those are the female clerks, and 


, elerks of the first, second, and third classes in 


, the Departments. 


If any person desires to 
know anything in the Post Office List, he does 
not go to the Blue Book, but he goes to the list 


| published by the Department. 


H 


wr. SHERMAN. I go tothe Blue Book. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Then the Senator does 
not get his information from the most convenient 
source, as he generallydoes. The list published 
by the Department is annual, and this is bien- 
nial. Soasto the Army Register andthe Navy 
Register. Then this is all prepared at the De- 
partment of State, whereas the other registers 


‘| are prepared at the appropriate Departments. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. If objected to, 
the Chair thinks that is a new ainendment and 
must be reserved until the amendments of the 
committee are through with. The Chair will 
state that on page 35 of the bill the Biennial 
Register is distinctly referred to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then it will be more 
appropriate there. I withdraw the amendment 
now. i 
: The next amendment of the Committee on 
Appropriations was, in lines three hundred and 
fifty and three hundred and fifty-one, to increase 
the appropriation ‘for stationery, tarii azr 


| fixtures, and repairs” for the Department o 


State from $3,500 to $5,000. - 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out lines 
three hundred and fifty-two and three hundred 


'| and fifty-three, in the words ‘ for miscellane- 


ous items, $2,500.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line three bun- 
dred and fifty-four, to increase the appropri- 
ation ‘‘for books and maps” from $1,500 b 
$2,500. . - 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was. to strike out 
tt labor” in line three hundred and fifty-eight, 
and increase the appropriation in lines three 
hundred and fifty-eight and three hundred and 
fifty-nine from $380,000 to $32,500, so as to 


| make lines three hundred and fifty-seven, three 


hundred and fifty-eight, and three hundred and 
fifty-nine read: i 


For contingent expońses, namely, ront, fuel, lights, 
repairs, and miscollaneous expenses, $32,500. É 


The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the Treasury Department, to strike 
out in lines three handred and sixty-four and 
three hundred and sixty five “nine heads of 
divisions, at $2,500 each; "’ after ‘‘assistant 
messenger,” in line three hundred and seventy, 
to insert “$720; ” and to reduce the appro- 
priation in lines three hundred and seventy- 
one and three hundred and seventy-two from 
$290,840 to $271,060; so as to make the clause 
from lines three hundred and sixty-one to three 
hundred and seventy-three read: 


For compensation of the Sceretary of the Treasary, 
48.00; two Assistant Secretaries of the Treasury, at 
PN EE. additional to ono clerk of class four as 
disbursing clerk, thirty clerks of class threo, twenty- 
six clerks of class two, twenty-seven clerks of class 
one; thirty-two female clerks, at $900 cach; eleven 
messengers, onc assistant Messenger, at $720; and 
ten laborers; in all $271,060. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for ‘‘the construction branch of the 
Treasury,” after “dollars,” in line three hun- 
dred and seventy-six, to strike out ‘‘each;’’ in 
line three hundred and seventy-nine, before 
“clerks of class four” to strike out “two” 
and insert “three: ” and to increase the appro- 
priation in lines three hundred and eighty and 


each: chief clerk, $2,200; forty-nine clerks of : 


three hundred and eighty-one from $26,740 to ° 


$28,540; so as to make the clause from line 
three hundred and seventy-four to line three 
hundred and eighty-one read: : 


In the construction branch of the Treasury: for 
supervising architect, assistant supervising archi- 
tect. chief clerk photographer, $2.500; two assistant 
photographers, one at $1,600 and one at $1,200; three 
clerks of class four, four clerks of class three, three 
clerks of class one, and one messenger, $238, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the clause 
making appropriations for the ‘‘ superintend- 
ent’s branc ofthe Secretary's office,” to strike 
out in lines three hundred and eighty three 


and three hundred and eighty-four the words | 


‘Cone superintendent, $2,500; one clerk of 
class four, one clerk of class one,” 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the same clause, | 
line three hundred and eighty-eight, to strike |! 


out t $720"? and insert ‘‘$820;’’ so as to 
read, “thirty watchmen, at $820 each.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the same clause, ` 
lines three hundred and ninety-four and three | 


hundred and ninety-five, to reduce the total 


‘Sat $720;”) and to increase the amount appro- 
priated in line four hundred and twenty-three, 
from $58,260 to $58,280. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was inthe clause mak- 
ing appropriations for the Second Auditor's 
office, to insert in line four hundred and twenty- 


nine, after “five assistant messengers,” the | Secretary then proceeds 


words ‘‘at $720 each ;’’ and in lines four hun- 


dred and thirty and four hundred and thirty- | 


one to increase the total amount appropriated 
from $384,180 to $384,280. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The recommendation of the Secretary is ‘‘ two 
clerks of class four.” Then he proceeds— 
“One clerk of class three.” 


The text is ‘‘ore clerk of class two.” 
Secretary then proceeds— 


“Ono clerk of class two.” 
The text says ‘‘one clerk of class one. The 


The 


“ Ono messenger and one laborer; in all $10,160.” 


Whereas the appropriation is $8,360. That 
is the recommendation of the Secretary of the 


| Treasury, who adds: 


The next amendment was in the clause mak- | 
ing appropriations for the Third Auditor's | 
: office, to strike out ‘‘eleven’’ and insert ‘' four- | 


teen” before ‘clerks of class four,” 


in line ! 


“By this change the clerical forca in this office will 
bo placed upon the same basis as tho clerical orco in 


: my own immediate office; and the reason given ia 
: my former letter to the House commiitteo in relation 


four hundred Ånd thirty-three; in line four ` 
hundred and thirty-five to strike out ‘‘ twenty- ` 


eight’? and insert ‘‘thirty-two’’ before ‘‘ clerks 
of class three;’’ after ‘‘ two assistant: messen- 
gers,’’ in line four hundred and thirty-eight, to 
insert ‘at $720each ;’”’ and in lines four hun- 
dred and forty and four hundred and forty-one 
to increase the total amount appropriated from 
$329,600 to $841,460. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the clause mak- 
ing appropriations for the Fourth Auditor's 
oflice, to insert in line four hundred and forty- 


six, after ‘‘assistant messenger,” the words | 


“ at $720;” and to increase the total amount 


appropriated in lines four hundred and forty- | 


seven and four hundred and forty-eight from 
$76,500 to $76,520. : 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the clanse mak- 
ing appropriations for the office of the Auditor 
of the Treasury for the Post Office Depart- 
ment, after ‘‘assistant messenger,” in line four 
hundred and sixty-one, to insert ‘‘ at $720;” 
and in lines four hundred and sixty-two and 
four hundred and sixty-three to increase the 


` total amount appropriated from $228,140 to 
` $228,160. 


| ter of the Treasury, 


amount appropriated from $69, 100 to $66,880. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


$77,320. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was in the clause ap- 


propriating for the office of the Second Comp- | 


troller of the Treasury, after ‘assistant mes- 
senger,” in line four hundred and eight, to 


insert “at $720; and in lines four hundred | 
and ten and four hundred and eleven to increase | 


the appropriation from $36,780 to $36,800. 
he amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the clause ap- 
Propriating for the office of the Commissioner 


of Customs, to strike out ‘ eight” and insert | 


“nine” before “clerks of class two,” in line 
four hundred and fourteen; to strike out 

five” and insert ‘‘seven’’ before ‘clerks of 
clasg one,” in line four hundred and fifteen; 
and to increase the amount appropriated in 
lines four hundred and sixteen and four hun- 
dred and seventeen from $36,960 to $40,760. 

he amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the clause ap- | 


Propriating for the office of the First Auditor 
of the Treasury, after ‘‘assistant messenger,” 
ìn line four hundred and twenty-one, to insert 


The amendment was agreed to. 


class four” instead of ‘‘class three.” 


to the latter will apply with equal force to this.” 


Can the chairman of the committee give any 
reason for nat following the recommendation 
of the Secretary of the Treasury? I propose 
to follow the recommendation of the Secre- 


tary. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is what 
the committee followed. 

Mr. SUMNER. Inline four hnndred and 
ninety-seven I would make it ‘‘two clerks of 
That 


` is the recommendation of the Secretary. Then, 
‘in the next line, ‘‘one clerk of class three,” 


instead of ‘class two;’’ and ‘‘one clerk of 
class two,” instead of ‘‘class one.’ Is there 
any objection to following the recommendation 
of the Secretary? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The committee 
thought they did follow it. The committee 
followed the estimates precisely for that office: 

“ One chief clerk, $2,000; two clerks of class three.” 


That is the estimate of the Department. 


‘| That is what the committee of the Senate have 


' given. 


The House gave one, and the commit- 
tee of the Senate have given two. That cor- 
responds precisely with the estimates. 

Mr. SUMNER. Baut has my friend seen the 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury which 


: is addressed to Hon. Lor M. MoRRILL, chair- 
- man of the Committee on Appropriations, from 


The next amendment was in the clause mak- : 


ing appropriations for the office of the Regis- 
to strike ont in line four 


' hundred and eighty-three ‘‘twelve’’ and in- 
i: gert “thirteen ”’ before ‘clerks of class three;’’ | 


; total amount 

Thenext amendment wasin the clause appro: |; 
priating for the office of the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury, after ‘‘ assistant messenger,” | 
in line four hundred, to insert ‘‘ at $720;” and | 
in line four handred and two to increase the | 
total amount appropriated from $77,300 to || 


‘ after ‘‘two assistant messengers,” in line four 


3 R rT] "OQ? i; 
hundred and eighty-five, to insert | at $720 ; | letter in the possession of the chairman of the 


, Committee on Torah Relations ? 


and in lines four hundred aud eighty-six and 

four hundred and eighty-seven to increase the 
appropriated from $84,480 to 

$86,100. da he : 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, to insert at the | 


close of the appropriations for the office of the 
Solicitor of the Treasury, in'line'four hundred 
and ninety-four, *‘ for purchase of law books, 
$1,000.’’ z . 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the clause mak- 
ing appropriations for the office of the Light- 
House Board, to strike out, in line four hun- 
dred and ninety-seven, ‘‘one clerk ” and insert 
“two clerks’? before the words. “of class 
three ;’’ in line four hundred and ninety-eight 
to insert ‘one messenger;’’ and in lines five 
hundred and five hundred and one to increase 


the amount of the appropriation from $6,920 | March 10, 1870, from which I have read ; and 


to $8,360. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have before me a copy of 
a letter from the. Secretary of the Treasury, in 
which he makes a recommendation different 


from what I find in the amendments of the | 
committee in regard to the Light- House Board. | 


The Secretary of the Treasury proposes that 
this shall be amended so as to read: 


“For compensation of the chief clerk-of the Light- 
House Board, $2,000.” : 


That‘is in the text : 

Two clerks of class four. . 

It is put down here in the text. 
Two clerks of class three. 


i supplied to me. 


which I have now read, in which the Secretary 
positively reeommends—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What is the date 
of that? 

Mr. SUMNER. March 10, 1870, addressed 
to a distinguished friend of my own. 

Mr. MORBILL, of Maine. How came that 


Mr. SUMNER. It is a copy that has been 


I have not intruded among 


the papers of my friend. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should like 


| to know if my friend from Massachusetts has 
| any information that the chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Appropriations ever received the 
original? I do not remember anything about 
such a letter, and the committee, have appro- 
priated according to the original estimates of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. . 

Mr. SUMNER. That is of last year, the 
Senator is aware. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
mates of the present year. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very, well. Now the Sen- 
ator understands that here is a communication 


No; the esti- 


‘from the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 


: will he allow me to move that this clause be 


amended in conformity with the recommenda- 


tion of the Secretary of the Treasury? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What necessity 
does the Senator think there is for increasing 


_ these clerks? 


Mr. SUMNER. The necessity I understand 
is found in the recommendation of the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury. We all know he is an 


_ this recommendation. 


economist, a faithful student of his duty, and 


he, on the responsibility of his office, makes 
Then I have informa- 
tion of my own with regard to the working of 
this particular branch of the service, from 
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which I understand that this change is needed 
for the efficiency of that bureau. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Does the Sen- 
ator believe that those two clerks now holding 
the places of clerks of class three will resign 
their places if they are not promoted to fourth: 
class clerkships? That is what his amendment 
means, promotion. 

Mr. SUMNER. T cannot state positively as 
to that; but 1 believe they are very excellent 
persons. 


Mr, MORRILL, of Maine. Nor does the | 


Senator believe they will be less eficient as 
third than fourth-class clerks? 

Mr. SUMNER. I confess to my friend that 
I am governed very much by the positive rec- 


retary of the Treasury. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. ‘So were the 
Committee on Appropriations; but where we 
had two recommendations, one diametrically 
opposite to the other, it seemed to be optional 
with the committee to choose between them. 
Mr. SUMNER. But my friend is aware that 
this is the last recommendation. i 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It is not neces- 
sarily, therefore, more accurate than the first. 
Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator’s par- 
don; the last may be considered as the one 
made with the maturest knowledge. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


two recommendations from the same officer, 
one when Congress meets to appropriate for 
two clerks of class three; and ata later period, 


after the House of Representatives had passed 


on the subject, he asks us to appropriate for 
those two clerks in class four. Senators will 
see at once that it does not increase the service, 


por does it increase the efficiency of the ser | 


vice in any way, but simply increases the pay 
of these officers. He does not ask. for any 
additional force, but for additional pay. . And 
what is trae, I would say here of those two 
clerks, is true of all the clerks, as will be seen 
before this bill is closed, in the Departments. 
. Mr. SUMNER. I move that ‘* four’? be 
inserted in the place of “‘three’’ in line four 
hundred and ninety-seven; and I give as my 
authority the recommendation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, under date of March 10, 1870, 
which I have read. - 


Mr. MOBRILL, of Maine. That amend- 


ment increases the appropriation, and is not in | 


order. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


state to the Senator from Massachusetts. that | 


the amendment he proposes now is au amend- 
ment to the text of the bill, which the. Com- 


mittee on Appropriations have not changed. |; 


The Chair will suggest that it had better be 
reserved until the committee’s amendments 
are disposed of. g ; 


Mr. SUMNER. Bat the Chair is aware they | 


do make a change in that article.. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Butnotin regard 
to the precise word the Senater proposes to 
strike out, and the Senator from 
the point that the amendment involves an in- 
creased appropriation of money, and has not 
been submitted to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations as yet. 


Mr. SUMNER. I think my friend is min- | 


taken about that. — ` ok 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Massachusetts reserve the amendment?” 
Mr. SUMNER. No. The-point I submit 
is, that the Committee on Appropriations do 
amend the clause; they strike out ‘* one?’ and 


insert *two;’’ and I submit that that puts the | 


whole clause in question before the Senate, so 
that it is open to amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair over- 
rales the point made by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. The words “ class three ’’ have not 
been touched by the Committee on Appropri- 
ations. ; 

Mr. SUMNER. The Chair then limits the 
power of the Senate in making amendments. 


The committee |: 
were precisely in this predicament: here are | 


aine makes | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
can be reserved and offered hereafter. ‘TheSen- 
ator from Maine objects to it now, and the 
Chair is compelled by the usage of the Senate 
to sustain his objection, as the amendment of 


| 
| the Senator from Massachusetts. If the Chair 
|| ruled otherwise he might be involved in long 
© paragraphs to which variousamendments might 
ï: be proposed. The amendments to this para- 

graph will be regarded as agreed to. It will 
‘be open to further amendment after the com- 
' mittee’s amendments arè concluded. 


The next amendment of the committee was <: 
Í | to strike out the following proviso, from lines | 
ommendation of that great cconomist, the Sec- | 


five hundred and eight to five hundred and 
fourteen: f è : 


: may bo expended for temporary clerks, under the 
approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, out of the 


unexpended balances to the credit of said office, the | 


sum of $18,280; and the remainder of said balances 


ehall be, and hereby is, covered into tho Treasury of | 


the United States. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. OSBORN. I offer an amendment to 
+ the bill under consideration, and move that it 


be printed and referred to the Committee on || ! » | i; ; dy 
| ing the abolition of the franking privilege ; 
‘| which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. NYE. Is seems to me the Senate have 
arrived at a good point now to adjourn. I 
therefore move that the Senate adjourn. ` 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 9, 1870. 
Prayer by 
New York. . 


The Secretary proceeded to read the Jour- 
nal of Friday last. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
Senator will not. object this morning. . _ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The reason why I pro- 


|| ator. wanted the morning business to go on, 
|! and there is no Senate here to do business. 
li. Mr. KELLOGG. . 

'i ing, ` ae ss 
| Mr. TRUM 
| to alow the Senator from Vermont to make a 
: to be done I object to it- > 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
|, no objection, and the reading of the Journal 
i will be dispensed with. | 

i ~ PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WILLEY pres the petition of S. 
M. Sommers, of Marion county, West Virginia, 
praying the removal of his political disabili- 


mittee on the Removal of Political 
ties. 

Mr. SCOTT presented the petition of Rev. 
David R. Junkin, praying for the passage of 
an act to authorize the accounting officer of 
| the Treasury to balance the account of his son, 
William M. Junkin, deceased, late a paymaster 
in the United States Navy ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ; 
` Mr. FENTON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Tonawanda, New York, manufacturers 
and importers of logs and-timber, praying Oon- 


ury to admit round logs and ship timber free 
of duty; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance.: > - Bye te BREE ee : 

Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of 
Rev. Charles I. White, D. D., and ‘others, 
praying the enactment of a law incorporat- 
ing the St. Matthew’s Commercial College, in 
i the city of Washington, District of Columbia; 


the committee does not change the text as | 
‘ regards the words proposed to be amended by : 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move that | 


the reading of the Journal be dispensed with. | 
f uroa e ciepensed Wita. | for the abrogation of legacy and succession 


E: hope the | 
posed to objeet was that I supposed the Sen- | 


: The Senator from Ver- | 
; mont desires to address the Senate this morn- | 


BULL... If the purpose is simply 


| speech I have no objection, but if anything is | 


ties; which was referred to the select Com- | 
_Disabili- i 
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which was referred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor. 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
William B. Payne, Pittsylvania, Virginia; of 
Matthew Houston and Robert Houston, Smyth 
county, Virginia; of Henry F. Woodhouse, 
Princess Ann county, Virginia; of Crocket I 
Saunders, Franklin county, Virginia; of C. A, 
Spotts, of Virginia, andof Richard L. Brewer, 
Nansemond county, Virginia, praying the re- 
moval of their political disabilities; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 


: Removal of Political Disabilities. 


Mr. LEWIS presented the petitions of John 
W. Landram and Henry R. Robey, of Pred- 
ericksburg, Virginia; of William H. Cranage, 
King George county, Virginia, and Charies 


+ C. Moore, Alexandria, Virginia, praying the 


{i 
| 
i 
| 
I 


| 


Provided, That in addition to the foregoing there | removal of their political disabilities; which 


were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of the, 
trustees of the village of Menasha, Wisconsin, 


| praying aid for the improvement of the Wis- 


consin river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Mount Hope, Grant county, Wisconsin, pray- 


Mr. HARLAN presented the memorial of 
Frances Johnson, widow of Richard Johnson, 


` late of Decatur county, Indiana, praying re- 


lief on account of adefect in the assignment 
of a land warrant; which was referred to the 


i Committee on Public Lands. 


i 
i 
1 
| 
i 
H 


Mr. TRUMBULL presented the memorial 


i of L. D. White and others, citizens of Quincy, 
'; Nlinois, remonstrating against the extension 


Rev. A. ELDRIDGE, D. D., of 


of the patent of John Young for washing aud 
wringing machines; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. CARPENTER presented the petition 
of A. L. Chapin, president of Beloit College, 
and other citizens of Beloit, Michigan, praying 


taxes; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. mt 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, remonstrating against 
the extension of John Young’s patent tor wash» 


|) ing and wringing machines; which was ordered 


to lie on the table. : eS, 
He also presented: the petition of Herman J, 
Schulters, late first lieutenant first Wiseousin 
cavalry, praying for the passage of .a special 
act of Congress granting him a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. CONKLING presented two memorials 


: of citizens of New York, remonstrating against 


the extension of John Young's patent for wash- 


. ingand wringing machines ; which were ordered 


i 
j 


Il 


to lie on the table. . 
` Mr. ANTHONY. I present resolutions of 
the Board of Trade of Boston, recommending 
the construction of a harbor of refuge at Black 
Island. I move their reference to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and I ask the attention 
of my friend, the chairman of that committee, 
to the consideration of this subject as a national 
work, aud not a local work. It is for the 
security of navigation and the safety of life. 
The motion to refer was agreed to. 
Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petitions 
of Josiah Beck, J. R. Thomason, and William 
L. Bell, of Carroll county, Georgia; of A. G. 
Cameron, Telfair county, Georgia; of W. S. 
Darnell, Baldwin county, Georgia; of D: W. 
Cameron, Telfair county, Georgia; of Johri J. 


| McArthur, Montgomery county, Georgia; of 
gress to authorize the Secretary-of the Treas- | 


John C. Maund, Talbot county, Georgia; of 
Gilbert C. Carmichael, Macon, Georgia; of 
George N. Lester, Cobb county, Georgia; of 
W. Scott Thomas, Gwinnett county, Georgia; 
of M. H. McWhorter, Oglethorpe county, 
Georgia; of Littleton C. Jones, Macon, Geor- 
gia; of James H. Rogers, Hancock county; 
Georgia; and of Wiliam H. Huntly, Troup 


county, Georgia, praying the removal of their 
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political diszbilities ;- which were referred to 
the select Committee on the Removal of Polit- 
ical Disabilities. : 

le also presented the petitions of J. C. F. 
Clarke, Terrell county, Georgia; of Solomon 
J. Harrell, Webster county, Georgia; of Rich- 
ard È. Kennon, Clay county, Georgia; of R. 
P. Lester, Whitefield county, Georgia; of J ease 
W. Jackson, Fulton county, Georgia; of Wil- 
liam I. Hadson, Harris county, Georgia; and 
ot Lewis C. Graddy, Spalding county, Geor 
gia, praying for the removal of their political 
disabilities; which were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

He also presented the petitions of Joseph J. 
Bradford, John W. Pearce, John H. Hall, 
Joseph Ellis, E. H. Shackleford, and W. A. 
Byrd, of Mitchell county, Georgia, praying the 
removal of their political disabilities; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petitions of William 
Smith, Lowndes county, Georgia; of Thomas 
J. Roberts, Georgetown, Quitman county, 
Georgia; of James D. Frierson, Athens, 
Clark county, Georgia; of John J. Hamilton, 
Pulaski county, Georgia; of John L. Parkes, 
Macon, Georgia; of Thomas C. Sullivan, 


Pulaski county, Georgia; of A. H. Hansell, 
Thomas county, Georgia; of William T. Dick- 
erson, Rabun county, Georgia; of Thomas F. 
Green, M. D., Milledgeville, Georgia; and of 
Daniel B. Juhan, Labon. J. Smith, James M. 
Bialock, and H. F. Merrell, Carroll county, 
Georgia, praying for the removal of their po- 
litieat disabilities; which were referred to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. . . 

Mr. HOWELL presented a petition of H. 
K. Edson and others, of Denmark, Iowa, for 


| m 


mark and: Parish, to Danville, Iowa; which : 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices | 


and Post Roads. es 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. WILLEY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William Barley, of 
Alexandria county, Virginia, praying for compensa- 


Mr. MORTON. No particular raid. That 


bill was to pay for the services of the Indiana 


ilitia. - 

Mr. POMEROY. This is a copy of it. We 

copied that law exactly. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 

from Kansas asks the unanimous consent of 


the Senate to proceed to the consideration of | 
the bill just reported back from the Committee | 
on Military Atiairs by the Senator from Massa- | 
chusetts. The Secretary will report the bill at . 
objec: : 


length, after which the Chair will ask for 
tions if there be any. 
The Secretary read the bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
obj 
bill 


Is there any 


of the Journal was suspended this morning with 
the distinct understanding that nothing was 
to be done but the morning business, and that 
then the Senator from Vermont desired: to 
address the Senate. 
proper one, but I think when we waive the 


reading of the Journal, which ought to be read: | 
every morning in order to prevent jast this: 


kind of legislation when there are not a dozen 
Senators here, for an express reason, advantage 


; should'not be taken-of it to pass anything else. 
Sumter county, Georgia; of N.. H. Mobley, | T 


Mr. POMEROY. I did not know that the 
reading of the Journal was waived for any 
express purpose. S i i 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It was so stated. :`: 

Mr. POMEROY. I did not hear it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill wil be 


placed on. the Calendar. n 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom were referred the petition of 


Abraham Goldsmith, praying fora pension ; 


the petition of Daniel Tubbs, praying for a 


pension, and the petition of Joseph Wallace, : 


| a surgeon in the war of 1812 and 1814, prayin 
anew mail.route from Fort Madison, via Den- | A Aei ligt 


for a pension, asked to be discharged from their 

further consideration ; which was agreed to. 
Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on Pen- 

sions, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 


|: 817) granting a pension to Oscar Eastman; late 
| lientenant colonel first regiment North Carolina 


tion for forage taken from him during the laterebel- , 


lion, betaken from the files of the Senate and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili» 
tary Affairs, to whom was recommitted the bill 
(H. R. No. 785) to provide for farnishing arti- 
ficial limbs to disabled. soldiers, reported it 
with amerdments, a 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill ( H. R. No. 1903) to author- 
ize the payment of bounty to Ana McCarthy, 
reported it without amendment. — z 

He alsó, from the same committee; to whom 
was referred the: joint resolation (H.-R. No. 
274) relating to Fort Craig military reservation, 
reported it without amendment. —_-- re 

He also, from the same committee, to who 


Wasreferred the bill (H. R..No. 475) to extend | 


the time for the presentation of claims fer 
additional bounty under. act of July 28, 1866, 
reported it with amendments. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Military A ffaira, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No..874) to reimburse the State of 

ansas for moneys expended for the United 
States in enrolling, equipping, and provision- 
ing militia forees to aid in seppressing the 
rebellion, to report it baek 
and to recommend Sta passage. — — 
` Mr. POMEROY. -I should like to have 

t bill disposed of as soon as possible, and 
Perhaps we can pass it now. It is simply a 
Copy of the Indiana bill under which the Mor- 
ee raid wag paid for ir Indiana, authorizing 
€ appointment of a commission to go there 
and ascertain how mach the State has paid. - 

Mr. MORTON. Not the Morgan rad, ` 

Mr. POMEROY. What raid wast? - 


Union volunteer infantry, reported adversely 
thereon, and asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration ; which was agreed to. 


Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee pn ` © 
‘ Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. ' 


| R. No. 1841) granting an increase of pension 
', to Edmund Johnson, reported adversely, and 


: proved its indefinite 


i, He also, 


= postponement; which was 
agreed to. : pti 


was referred the petition of Joseph Currys of. 
West Virginia, praying for a pension, reported 


| adversely, and moved that the petitioner: be | 


allowed to withdraw his 
which was agreed tos s E iy 

Mr. WARNER, from the: Committee on 
Public Landa, to whom waa referred the bill 
(8. No. 574) to extend the time-for the rever- 


| sion tothe United States of the lands granted | 


by Congress to the State of Michigan to aid in 
the construction of a milroad from Pere Mar- 
quette to Flint, in-said State, and for other 
purposes, reported it with amendments, 

e also, fram the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No..268) granting -pub- 
lic lands ia the States of Alabama and Missis- 


| sippi to the Decatur and-Aberdeen.Railroad 


Company to aid in the construction of a rail: 
road to be built from Decatur; Alabama, to 


| Aberdeen, Mississippi, reported it with amend- 
without amendment |! i ; 


mens.: ae DAt d 

~ Mr.. WILLIAMS, from the:Committee on 
Pablie-Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 601) to incorporate the Kansas, Indian 
Territory, and Gulf Railway Company, and 
to enable the Missouri River, Fort Scott, and 
Gulf, and the Leavenworth, Lawrence, and 
Galveston Railroad Companies to unite upon 
and cdnatruct a single track through the Indian 
territory and to reach the Gulf, reported it 
with an amendment. ak i 


ection to the present consideration of the 
9 . P 


Mr. TRUMBULL.: I object. ‘The reading: 


This bill may be a very’ 


from the same committee; to wham | 


petition and papers ; | 


Public Buildings and Grounds, reported a bill 
(S. No. 892) to provide for a building. suited 
to the use of the post office, the pension and 
revenue officers, and the judicial officers of the 
United States in the city of Trenton, New Jer- 
sey: which was read, and passed to a second 
reading:: 


| - Mr. STOCKTON, from the Committee on 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


` Mr. RAMSEY. There was a bill reported 
some days ago from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads upon which I regard 
action as very important; and with the con- 
sent of the Senator entitled to the floor I ask 
the Senate to proceed now to the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 489) to authorize the 
construction and maintenance of a bridge 
across the Niagara river. It will consume no 
_ time, I think. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; Yet us go on. i 

‘Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Senator 
from Ilinois withdrew his. objection to the 
omission of the reading of the Jonrnal this 
morning on the condition that I should take 
the floor as soon as the morning business was 
through. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


| Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
i 891) to regulate the fees of the register of 
wills for the District of Columbia, aud for 
other purposes; which was. read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, and. ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous. con-. 
i, sent.obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
893) to establish an additional land district in. 
the State of Kansas; which was read twice by 
its title, referred, to. the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
; , Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous con- 
` sent obtained, leave to intraduce a bill (S. No. 
| 894), for relief of. the Oneida Indians residing 
in the State of Wisconsin ; which was read 
| twice by its title.. © 0. EN tes, 
| Mr. HOWE.. I move that the bill, with the 
| paper which I hold in my hand, being a com- 
| munication from. the chiefs of that tribe of 
|| Indians, be. referred to the Committee on 
| Indian Affairs, and printed, , zi 
| The motion was.agreed tò, ` us A. 
Mr. FENTON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave. to introduce a bill (S. No. 
: 895) requiring the publication of unclaimed div- 
© idends and deposits ; which wag read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. =. 0 u a 
i „ He also, asked, and. by unanimons consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolatign 
(S. R. No. 193) to admit round logs and dressed 
| ship timber free of duty ;, which was read twice 


{t 


| by its. title, referred to ‘the .Committee.on 
| Finance, and ordered to be printed. | ` 
| A PROTECTIVE. TARIPF OR FREE TRADE.: 
| Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I now call up 
| the order of the day, which is the legislative, 
© executive; and judicial appropriation bill ; and 
. it being up, I wish to have it laid aside inform- 
| ally... have: been desirous of addressing the 
| Senate for nearly a month; but have: been-uii- 
| willing. to. interpose myself when. more: import: 
| ant bustness was-being considered.:. I should 
| not even now ask the indulgence of the Senate 
| but for the fact that as‘ soon as this bill ie dis 
posed of I shall necessarily be absent for some 
i| little time.and shall not be. here when: the bill 
' reducing taxes will be under consideration. ‘I 
: therefore ask that for the time being the. bill 
i: reported by the Committee on. Finance forthe 
| reduction of taxation: be considered. a ole 
| “The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
i from Vermont asks that the bill (3. No. 890) 
| to reduce taxation. may-be taken up for the 
i, purpose; not of action.at the present time, but 
| of allowing him to make remarks in regard to 
; the finances of the country... Is there: objec- 
|| tion? ` The Chair hears none, and that bill is 


- it before the Senate. pee 
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Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. President, | 
owing to the pense of our present Administra- 
tion we shall soon be able to part with all 
direct taxation or all internal taxes, and the 
only subject then that will remain for serious 
consideration will be the subject of the tariff. 
| propose to-day to consider that subject. 


Mr. President, composed as the Republican | 


party now is, of Republicans proper, and of all 
other Union men, ready at the outbreak of the 
rebellion to band together, and to sink or swim 
in battling for the preservation of the Govern-. 
ment, it is to be expected, although heretofore 
united in creating a comparatively high tariff 
asa war measure, that there might be some 
contrariety of opinion, as the danger passes 
away, about the proper gauge of duties, pro- 
tection, or non-protection, which ought to mark 
our public policy. i 

I propose to explore the ground upon which 
the Republiean party, the party of the Union, 
stands on this question, and to see whether 
there is necessarily any such antagonism as 
should on principle now or hereafter divide the 
votes of its members. 

First, we have to consider a tariff for reve- 
nue with discriminations for the protection of 
American industry. Second, free trade abso- 
lute. Third, a tariff for revenue solely, alias 
te revenue reform,” and showing no more favor 
to American interests than to those of Europe 
or Africa, or of New Zealand, or of the Tycoon 
of Japan. Practically the first is the extremest 
point asked for by the advocates of protec- 
tion. The second is what the antagonists of 
the first proposition commend without mean- 
ing to adopt, as they extol a beauty whom they 
vould by no means wed; and they stadiously 
conceal the fact that direct taxes on land, ex- 
cises, and taxes on incomes tread on the heels 
of free trade, and would become, if that were 
to prevail, the only source of revenue. The 
third proposition is what is really aimed at by 
all the most decorous supporters of frev trade 
as well as by all those who indulge in the most 
viperous denunciations of protection. All these 
unite in general dogmatism, as they unite apon 
a tariff which would throw upon our own peo- 

le all its burdens, shorn of all compensating 

nefits, or a tariff that would leave foreign 
free-traders nothing to ask for, and everything 
for our own people in the way of taxation to 
Tament. 

Mr. President, the importance of the subject, 
the differerce of opinion among good men, an 
nothing in my manner of treatment will justify 
me in taxing the patience of the Senate to listen 
to a speech, as it may be almost assumed that 
every Senator would rather deliver his own 
opinion in advance than to hear an argament 
on this vexed and grave question of political 
economy ; but as one of the Senators coming 
from an agricultural State I may at least claim | 


i| of its purpose: rage t 
‘| protection of manufactures,’ which is an inter- 


. pretation of the Constitution made by its found. : 


in its consideration credit for impartiality, and ` 


I hope, also, for trathfulness and candor. 
CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY. 
Some of the opponents of protection to Amer- 
ican industry have occasionally ventured to deny | 


the power of Congress to levy duties for any » 


other object than revenue. Although this denial 
flies in the face of the fact that the power has 
been much more broadly exercised in all our | 
histcry, from the first Congress to the last, bythe | 
early framers of our Government and all their 
successors, by Federalists and Republicans, 
Whigs and Democrats, still it may not be im- 
proper to stop a moment to consider the ques- 


to remember that one of the main reasons for ; 
escaping from colonial bondage was that we 
might foster and protect the trade and com- 
merce of young America; but we must exam- | 
ine the work of their bands, and show that they | 
did not stultify themselves by placing restric- 
tions in the Constitation which would prevent | 
them from offering either direct or incidental | 
encouragement and protection to agricalture or | 


i 


, specifics or 
' rate or & 


| 


manufactures or commerce. The second act of |; 


the First Congress, passed on the 4th of July, 


1789, has in its preamble this distinct avowal 


‘for the encouragement and 


ers, carried into effect at the earliest possible 
moment, that no amount of ingenious caviling 
can reverse or confound. 

Free trade is a dogma of modern growth, 


and among the early American statesmen was | 


unknown and without a champion. 


then no foothold in the legislation or policy | 


of any civilized nation, living or dead, and it 
would be absurd to claim that the revolution- 
ists of 1776 incorporated into their Constitu- 
tion a policy nat then begun even in Great 
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attempt to raise more revenue than may be 
actually required for an economical support of 
the Government, but within that limit no friend 
of the American Constitution, it seems to me, 
would expunge one of its most beneficent and 
‘or deny that we have the 


i power to make our own selection of the duti- 


It had ` 


. protection. 
' what is expedient. 


Britain. for the policy of Sir Robert Peel had | 


no legislative birth until 1846! Free trade is 
we to adopt it now, to use the language of 
Franklin, experience would soon ‘‘rap our 
kouckles.”’ 

onai Britain had so hampered our export 
trade, 
to provide that no tax or duty should 
on articles exported from any State. This was 
done to enable every part of our country to 
aell whatever they produced free of tax, and 
to compel the Government to resort to duties 


that it was deemed important ex rosiy ' 
aid | 


able articles, and to fix the rates, discriminat- 
ing or not discriminating, as sound policy may 
require. That policy may change, but the Con- 
stitution will forever maintain the power of 
It is for Congress alone to judge 
Its power is imbedded in 
the foundation stones of the Republic. 
MONOPOLY OF COLONIAL TRADE. 
The Old World in the seventeenth century 


hy ng menna an American invention ; deere i gratified its supremest pride in the establish- 
? 


ment and maintenance of the colonial system 


< in the New World, not for the purpose of con- 
_ferring benefits upon man socially, politically, 


or even religiously, but with the paramount 
design of monopolizing trade for the advantage 
ofthe mother country. To this end they built 
navies, made wars, exterminated the abori- 
gines, and enslaved the African race. Spain, 
England, France, Holland, and Portugul were 


‘all equally nefarious and equally emulous 


on imports for itssupport,and notto an export - 


duty bearing upon one portion of the country 
aud not another. ‘he framers of the Consti- 
tution well knew that taxing imports and let- 
ting exports go free tends to place the balance 
of trade on the right side and always in our 
favor, unless the currency is deranged. But as 
to duties on imports, there was no limitation, 
except that all duties, 
were to be “uniform throughout the United 
States,” and this condition, that they should 
be uniform, was to make them more efficient. 


eign trade, and for greater advantages and 


imposts, and excises | 


rivals in their ambition, greed, and brutality, 
Spain wrought out is pastors by confining 
the whole commerce of New Spain to the flota 
and galleons which anoually departed from 
Seville or Cadiz to Vera Cruz or Cartbagena, 
where in a fair of forty days they contrived, by 
fixing the prices of both what they sold and 
bought, to sell dearly their own manufactures 
and to buy cheaply the more valuable products 
of the New World, especially the silver brought 


` to the fair by caravans of mules, which often 


olverein. The power is granted in the fol- | 


lowing truly national and unlimited terms: 


* The Congress shall have power to lay and collect 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts 
and provide for tho common defense and general 
welfare of the United States; but all duties, imnosts, 
end l excisss shall be uniform throughout the United 

tates.” 


And, again, full power is granted— 


“ To regulate commerce with foreign nations and 
among the several States and with the Indian 


d : tribes.” 


These provisions only need to be once read | 


to see that the power of Congress to levy duties | 


and to regulate commerce with foreign nations 
is commensurate with all its obligations to our 
own people, and entirely clear of any pretended 
and impracticable restrictions which would 
limit its operations to the sole idea of revenue. 
The power is sovereign and to be exercised 


-© undertake manufactures, 


solely at the discretion of the representatives 


:, of the people. They are to judge what it is 


expedient to do to pay the public debts, pro- 


_ vide for the common defense and general 


welfare. We can levy duties upon twenty 
articles or a thousand, put them in the form of 


must be “uniform throughout the United 


States.’’? Under this power we have estab- | 


lished an embargo, non-intercourse, counter- 


vailing or retaliatory duties. We have pro» | 
tected our shipping interests by levying higher | 
| duties upon merchandise coming in foreign | 
tion of constitutionalauthority. Itisnotenough |; 


ships than in American, and also by higher 
duties upon the indirect trade beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope than the direct trade, and 
further still by giving to our own vessels the 
monopoly of the coasting trade. 

The constitational power of Congress in 
arranging a tariff of duties plainly and palpably 
goes far beyond the mere power of securin 
revenue. It is too late to deny the power of 
protection, or that power which places higher 
duties upon luxuries than upon the necessaries 


il of life. Of course practically we shall not 


ad valorems, and all articles at one | 
hundred different rates, only they | 


. subsequently, 


h t. | became the prize o 
The separate States, like the German Statesin ire 


recent times, surrendered their power over for- | 


'| fined the t lusivel iti 
rotection established what may be called the , ned the trade exclusively to British 


' groove, 


` only content to supp.y the 
:, cheap bread, as they might, 
i glut th 


while on board the plate fleet, 
f the Tortuga buccaneers. 

England reached a similar result by her navi- 
gation laws, only repealed in 1849, which con- 
ghips clad 
with British sails and manned by British sea- 
men. Her colonies were made dependent upon 
the mother country for the whole of their sup- 
plies, and in return could dispose of no more 


|| of their own products than were called for by 


the mother country, and at prices fixed without 
competition with the demands of any other 
porna of the world. The colonists might fell 
orests, delve in mines, raise tobacco; but, said 
even Lord Chatham— i 

“The British colonists in North America have no 
right to manufacture so much as s nail for a horse- 
8 . 

All true Britons still argue in the same 
and with the same purpose, though 
since 1847 they hide it under the name of free 
trade, but they are all thoroughly persuaded 
that any colony, or even the United States, 
is guilty of superlative folly when they or we 
while Britons could 
profitably if others were 

m meantime with 
and be satisfied to 
eir own, market and Great Britain’s too 
with that very necessary article. But Lord 
Sheffield went further than even Lord Chatham, 
saying: 

“Tho only use of American colonies, or the West 


do it so much more 


| India islands, is the monopoly of their consumption 


and the carriage of their produce.” 

This is still the idea of English statesmen, 
and some of their best thinkers are striving to 
slip away from the expense involved in the 
ownership and defense of colonies, and yet 
retain by some undefined reciprocity of good- 
will and citizenship, or by a dim protectorate; 
the same monopoly of trade. of ue 

For instance, if the Canadas will only adhere | 
to monarchical institutions they may extem- 
porize peerages and parliaments in any way 
they please; and if they will not close the 
door to British trade, they may at any time, 
after a little ‘‘ reluctant, amorous delay,” be 
independent; not only so, bat shall have a 
treaty guarantee, should any such burly aggres- 
gors as Grant, Sherman, or. Sheridan become 
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belligerent, that the ancient mother will fly to | 
the rescue. : 

The American soil has not, however, proved 
favorable to the perpetuity of colonies. Bu- 
ropean nations, one after another, have had 
their names erased from the western continent, 
and if some tattered remains of feudal con- 
quests still linger, the memory of former po- 
litical and commercial vassalage commends 
neither a close nor a perpetual alliance with 
Powers which have so relentlessly sought to 
squeeze wenlth out of their poverty. ft has 
been judicially declared that to breathe the air 
of England makes every man a freeman. How 
long will the same air continue to make every 
colonist a subject of British subjects? 

A recent English writer, Viscount Bury, M. 
P., is forced to declare that— 

“At the commencement of the war of independ- 
ence Amcrica could import nothing except in Eng- 
lish ships; she could export nothing except to Eng- 
land and Scotland; she could notevensend bersurplus 


goods to Ireland, norcould sho import any commodi- 
ties except from Great Britain.” 


Must we be blamed for lack of faith in the 
modern economical doctrines of a nation which 
abandoned such a commercial tyranny as her 
own writers now confess this to have been 
only after a seven years’ war? Disinherited 
of their conquests, it is no marvel that they 
should seek compensation through the subtle- 
ties and strategy of some free trade specula- 
tion. If the former colonies would only adopt 
this policy all that was most desired by impe- 
rial rulers, hy Lord North or his master, would 
be accomplished, and that without cost. But 
‘doth a wise man utter vain knowledge and fill 
his belly with the east wind?’’ Let us wait and 


see. 

Formerly the colonies were treated as pre- 
serves, where the game was kept for the priv- 
ileged classes of the mother country. Then the 
colonists were stripped of all they earned, bat 
were allowed a frugal support. Now the 
mother country, grown more acute by her mis- 
fortunes in war, wants the same preserves, 
whether the former colonists can support them- 
selves or not. 

Adam Smith, the author of the Wealth of 
Nations, printed his work at the commence- 
ment of the year 1776, while the American colo- 
nies were sternly refusing to contribute reve- 
nae to the support of the Government of Great 
Britain, wherein they were not represented, and 
the last words of that renowned work were as 
follows : 

“If any ofthe provinces of the British empirecan- | 
not be made to contribute towards thesupport of the 


whole empire, it is surely time that Great Britain « 
should free herself from the expense of defending | 


those provinces in time of war,and of supporting | 
any part of their civil or military establishments in (| 


time of peace,and endeavor to accommodate her 


fature views and designs to the real mediocrity of | 


her circumstances.” 


The stinging reproach at the end of these | 


last words was intended to shame the British 


nation into a more energetic attitude. The | 
great free-trader insisted that the colonies | 


should not have free trade, 
fight. 
tribute or Great Britain must resign itself to 
mediocrity. This shows not only that the 
questions of 1776 survive to the present day, 
but that the only policy which dictates the 
rule of colonial establishments was and is 
that of tribute, either in the direct form of 
taxes or monopolies of trade. When these 
Cease, motherly affection vanishes, and the 
idea of separation is debated without a pang. 


but must pay or 


hat are moderate tariffs, compared with the | 


preeetion to manufactures, which has been 
avished and is still lavished in expenditures 


for the maintenance and defense of colonial | 
markets ? The expenditures in India are annu- | 
eight to twelve million dollars in | 


ally from 


excess of the revenue; but Great Britain has 

Tee trade there, and her school of practice, like 

the dissecti 

for her Clive, Hastings, and Wellington! Aus- 
a and New Zealand, the West Indies and 
lon, Africa and the Canadas, Labrador and 


e |, measure to have produced at home. 
The colonies must be made to con- | 


ng-rooms for students of surgery, | 
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tha Cape of Good Hope, Columbia and on 

hundred and fifty million of the rice-fed race o 

' India, are all made to minister to the power of 
Great Britain, to maintain and retain at home, 
thongh in the :lowliest condition, eight to ten 
millions more of people than it would be possible 
to maintain but for the constrained assistance 
of these millions of inferior foreign people who 
are subjugated and emaciated by British free 
trade. The protection given to British manu- 
factures is measured by the cost of the motto, 
“t Britannia rules the waves,” or of the perpetual 
drum beat around the globe to guard these 

colonial markets, and is dearer than any ever 

: dreamed of in any American tariff. 

IRELAND THEN AND NOW. 


e 


Irish manufactures were protected. Since then 
rotection from time to time has been removed. 
Ireland formerly abounded in linen and carpet 
manufactures. ‘They wove silk, printed cali- 

| cos, combed wool, aud the people were pros- 
perous. Ever since the act of union Ireland 
Tas had forced upon her free trado with 
and the competition of'her richer and more 
skilled neighbors, the English and the Scotch; 
and what is the result? Irish manufactures 
i are extingnished, and Ireland, the emerald 
| gem of the ocean, is a national pauper. Its 
| land, once occupied by its owners, is now only 
|! occupied by tenants. Beeves, sheep, and grain 
‘ are abundant, but they are shipped to England, 
i while the native-born Irish are too poor to 
` help themselves to anything but potatoes, riots, 


| rows, and revenge. ‘hisexample of frée trade | 


f! 


Before the union of Ireland with England - 


i at the very doors of England { commend to | 


‘ the study of all trae Americans, and especially 
of Irish Americans. 

It is clear that our revenue must be raised 
either by duties upon foreign importations or 
by some system of internal. and direct taxa- 
tion. 


Internal taxes are very efficient when: 


briefly resorted to in an overwhelming emer- : 


gency; but for ordinary service our late expe- 
rience of their onerous character will not be 
likely to lead to their permanent retention; 
, and whenever the revenue can be safely relin- 


‘ ability that daties upon imports as a perma- 


quished the major part of such taxes will be | 
quickly abandoned. There is, then, no prob- : 


nent soarce of revenue will soon be dropped. | 


Internal or direct taxes must first become 
obsolete. The only questions remaining are 


whether the tariff at the present time is a i 
; source adequate to our wants or not, and 


whether it shall be so huasbanded as to retain 
if not to enlarge the number of people now 
employed in mechanical and manufacturing 
pursuits, or otherwise. A tariff for revenue 
! alone is one that disregards all the interests of 
; labor and all investments of American capital. 
| It merely takes care of the Government, and 
i ignores the general welfare. A tariff for pro- 
1 tection is one that levies duties upon articles 
| which to some extent are or can be produced 
| at home, and which it is desirable in larger 
Home 
‘labor is thus protected and encouraged. A 
: tariff for protection as well as revenue makes 
a discrimination in favor of our own people 
against all strangers, and sometimes imposes 
` a higher rate, although securing no more rev- 
enue than a lower one, because it may be 
. necessary to shield some young and struggling 
|; industry from the merciless competition of the 
world at large. Our annual importations of 
|| @utiable foreign merchandise cannot be ex- 
pected to go much beyond $400,000,000. Last 
year, stimulated by a large export. of bonds, 
they were $416,718,994; and the amount of. 
revenue indispensable from the tariff is $150,- 
000,000 to $160,000,000. Ft is thus apparent 
i that the average rate of duties must be not 
| less than 87} to 40 per cent. in order to secure 
; even the lowest amount of revenue required. 
This opens a field wide enough for protection, 
and discloses the grave of free trade. The 
| present average rate of duty upon importa- 
tions is less than 42 per cent. This presents a 


narrow field of battle for the conflict of opin- 
ions. Duties removed in one place must be 
added in some other. The common sense of 
our people will only demand that we adjust the 
tariff wisely, yielding nothing to mere class self- 
ishness, but everything to the general welfare. 
For some years to come the demands upon 
the Treasury will be of such magnitude as to 
: require n large sum to be raised from duties 
, upon foreign merchandise. ‘These duties have 
been solemnly pledged for the payment of the 
interest and principalof the public debt. Low 
duties will not raise the requisite amount of 
revenue, and these must remain at much higher 
rates than would be necessary if protection 
_ were the only object, or if only one half the 
sum was- required. And our experience now, 
after trying tho experiment, shows that every 
increase of the tariff has brought an increased 
revenue. The question comes up, can we with 
propriety avail ourselves of the opportunity 
forced upon us in raising this revenue to con- 
tinue or to make some proper discriminations 
in favor of our own people as against outside 
nations? -There is ample room to do this and 
still keep far within the boundaries of prohibi- 
tion, which may be called absolute protection. 
If we have any duties:that are practically pro- 
hibitory, then let them be diminished. All pro- 
tection, and no revenue, is neither demanded 
by our circumstances nor by any portion of our 
people. Nothing moreis wanted than a chance 
for tair competition. Let us give manufactures 
: a reasonable hope for prosperity, but no power 
to become our masters. 
PROTECTION MOST NEEDED SOUTH AND WEST. 
There are many establishments started in 
the West, and, since the close of the war, in 
the South, in consequence of our war tariff. 
To cut down the tariff largely at once, beyond 
the unquestionable fact that the revenue can- 
not be spared, would be to strangle in the 
cradle these new and extensive enterprises 
which our policy has invited. Sach a course 
would. be even more unjust to the men thus 
employed than to their employers. 
The data for any statement as to the aston- 
ishing development of manufactures in the 
West and South are not obtainable; but last 
August an exhibition of textile. fabrics was 
held at Cincinnati, representing one hundred 
and fifty-five exhibitors from twenty States by 
i over three thousand samples of piece goods. 
A more extensive exhibition even might have 
been made in other departments of manufac- 
' tures. ; 
~ Let us not rudely crush out the many thou- 
sands of hopeful pond ages but just started 
where they are as much needed as educators 
of the people as auxiliaries of their material 
| prosperity. Be feos 
The action of the States of Maine and Ver- 
| mont—neither of them especially manufac- 
: turing States—shows that in the judgment of 
their respective Legislatures the encourage- 
ment given to the manufacturing interests of 
the country has not been too great, for both of 
these States have offered and now offer, beyond 
the protection found in the tariff, additional 
inducements. to all ‘that may be established 
within their limits. Maine, by statute of 
i March 8, 1864, enacts that all: manufactures 
; thereafter commenced shall be exempt from 


|| taxation for ten years, provided ‘the towns in 


| which they are: located consent to the same. 
Vermont, by statute of November 21, 1867, 
has the same provision for five. years. These 
States thus invite manufactures. because they 
know the advantages which would accrue to 
their people. If such: statutes are wise in 
Maine and Vermont, why not in South Caro- 
lina and Alabama? Other States through 
manufactures have largely increased their 
| wealth and population, and Vermont and 
Maine feel very much as did Themistocles 
| when he declared ‘‘ that the trophies of Milti- 
: ades would not allow him to sleep.” 

The leaders of public opinion in the South 
have heretofore persistently denounced all 
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those engaged in manufactures and all who 
gave them any countenance. They had a class 
ot laborers without wages which it was neither 
useful nor safe to advance or to protect. All 
this is now changed. It is obvious that pro- 
tection by diversifying the industry will add 
immensely to the wealth of the southern 
States. Self-intereat will soon triumph over 
passion, and chronic prejudices will pass away. 
Capital will instinctively go where it is wanted 
and safe to go, and it has no invincible repug- 


increased from 68,826 to‘ 144,469, or 110 per 
cent. ‘These facts are undeniable and suffi- 
ciently impressive, but there is one more that 
should not be omitted. ‘The increase of luna- 
tics in the same period has been 45 per cent. 


| For only the last ten years that would seem to 


: be enough. 


These are the fruits of free trade 


in Great Britain, where that theory might be 
expected to succeed, if anywhere; but even 


` there, in view of these facts, it is a painful | 


nance to migrating in a direction where it | 


inay find some assurance of hospitality. If 
unjustly persecuted, it silently folds its tents 
and departs to lands of greater promise, to 
establish new emporiums of manufactures and 
trade where the surroundings are tolerant and 
congenial. The South, we may take it: for 
granted, will not long consent to sacrifice its 
present vital interests to paat theories of which 


slavery was so long the conspicuous prop, and | 


which were ingulted at the same moment ! 


when that prop was knocked asunder. 
BRITISH FRER TRADR UNPROFITABLE. 

I shall make no apology for frequent refer- 
ence in the coarse of what I have to say to 
faets touching the history of Great Britain, for, 
singularly enough, the patrons of free trade 
embroider all their arguments with illustrations 


from this soarce, or from the journal of a 


nation which reached its highest point of pros- 
perity and power under the rigid enforcement 
of the priaciple of protection, and which cer- 
tainly has not increased the prosperity of its 


people nor added anything to its relative power | 


among ashans b7 the adoption of later theories. 
_ lt is frequently urged that if the policy of 
free trade and direct taxation should be adopted: 
it woald diminish the expenditures af the Gov- 
ernment, on the ground that taxes indirectly 


epliected-are more lavishly used. Great Brit- | 


ain isan example coming the nearest to free | 


trade of any civilized natien, and not unfit to | 
show whether this argument isoris uot founded ` 


upon any facts. The revenue of Great Brit: 


ain in 1846. was £53,060,353; expenditares, | 
£49,232,713. Bot the expenditures of 1869 | 


had increased to £75,497,816, and the revenue 
was only £72,591,991. This suows the mar- 
velous iucrease of expenditures since the free- 
trade policy was adopted of over 50 per cent., 
or £26,265, 103, or about $125,000,000, while 
the increase of population was exceedingly 
small and disproportionate. This fact satti- 
ciently illustrates the vaunted economy of free 
trade, but it is not the whole of the lesson 
taught. The debt of Great Britain ia larger 


and humiliating failure. 

Is not the fact that the increase of wealth 
from 1851 to 1861 in England was only 37 per 
cent., while that of the United States from 
1850 to 1860 was 126 per cent., a thorn in the 


` side of English free trade? 


There is still another item in this deplorable 
account. Almost in proportion to the poverty 
and misery of any people will. be found their 
excessive use of intoxicating liquors. Of these 
there were consumed in Great Britain, in the 
past year, enough to float the Royal Navy, and 
ata cost of £89,000,500, or nearly $450,000,000. 


How much of this was used to drown the misery- 


, of free: trade in merry old England who can 


tell? Finally, there is no other nation which 
provides on a vast scale, publicly and privately, 


the means for her people to emigrate from their | 


homes. In 1868 the Government of Great Brit- 
ain chartered ten ships to send off population 


no louger wanted at home; but these ships were :; 
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equal, it will be seen, to only a fraction of the - 


immense business, for 196,825 of her people 
departed from her shores never to return; 
enough to load 400 ships, or more than one huge 


steamer for every day in the year, and enough. | 


to pe 


le a respectable State-in our Republic! | 


And these were not confined to their Irish | 


dubjeets, whose departure they have ceased to 


' deplore; bat the Scotch and English went ineven, | 
larger numbers. They did riot stand upon the || 


order of their going, but went by ship-loads, on 
deek or in the hold, and by thousands. - 
Need I give any more facts—and I derive 
them.all from British authority—to show up 
the infelicities of free trade? Can any one after 
this exposé want the American people to copy 
this far-fetched, ill-starred experiment? — 
Contrast our own position with that where 
free trade is supposed to culminate in its highest 
perfection, which we have jast been consider- 
ing. Our national revenue is abundant and 


. the public debt is being rapidly diminished. 
' Free achools are maintained, and the ratio of 
: pauperiam is lesa than that of any other people. 
+ Atthe same time the cost of intoxicating liquors 


. consumed is puly a little more-than one fourth |; 


than that of the United States, and the interest 
and charges paid on this: account last year | 
were £26,618,323, or, reckoning $5 to the | 
` which attracts. emigration from all Harope and 


pound sterling, $133.091,615, being more than 


that paid by. the: United States. To sustain | 
her public credit the annual income of Great | 
Britain should not fall below her annual ex- | 


iture.. In 1846, the last yearof protection, | 


it did not; as there was then an excess of 


£3,817,640, bat in 1868-69. there was: a defi- | 


ciepey of £2,905,823: This: shows a balance |; 


of. about $19,000,000 :on the right side under | 


protection, and a balauce of $14,000,000 on | 

yo. - ‘| (March 25th,) it was stated: by Mr. John Gor- 
be charged | 
| bad at the:present time 1,500,000 able-bodied 


the wrong side under free trade. - 
- This is -by ng means ali that must 


to the acconnt. of free trade. . Long years: of 


proteetion to agriculture. had doubled the pro- : 


ducts of the land—that. predminenee is still 
tiaintaified ; but even this increased yield: has 


net proved equal to the strain of free: trade. | 
Qther- nations are snatching from ber every | 
unprotected article, covery uadefended outpost; | 
and the trade of Great Britain, though very | 
large, yields no contentment to the working | 
class, and very little profit to the capitalin- ; 


vested. Panperism increases much more: rap- 
idly than population. Ia the last ten years 
indoor paupers, wholly supported, increased 
237, per cent.; theoutdvor paupers (assisted) 


increased 1823, per cent. Theexpenditures on [| 


i 5 : eRe ; ] 
account of paupers increased ĉ4ffy per cent. | large majority turned out in favor of passing & reso- 


In London during the same time the paupers 


pert of the. amount consamed in Great Britain. ' 
Qur country is.the one toward which the eyes 


of the. world.‘are: snened. It is the magnet 


parts of Asie.. In. Germany men know that | 


they ean earn in the United Btates mach more 


then from 16-3 to-24 cents a day, and women | 
believe that they can here earn much more ji 
i than from 84 to 144 cents per day, ... These 


are the rates they now receive... They know, 
what ie the fact, that our country is the one 
before all others where the:poor can get rich. 
At a publie meeting in ‘Toronto,* Canada, 


don: that,‘ England, with her free-trade policy, 


men out, of employment end 1,000,000 of pau- 
pers.’’.. With. us there is plenty of work, and 
to fad willing hands ‘is our greatest difficulty. 

. The American policy is boldly tọ: invite: for- 
eigners; of whatever race or language, to reside 


with us, laber.with us, and become naturalized | 


Citizens if. they choose. While: obeying our 
laws, even resident aliens may travel ail the 
avenues of industry which are open to our own 
citizens. We only say by our tariff laws that 
they shall not-do so except at the price of be- 
coming residents. By tbis course we are not 
only -williag but hope to invite foreign enter- 
pt NR ee 


*This meeting was called by free traders, but a 


! tantion for protection.” - 


i 
t 
i 


May 9, 


prise, capital, and skill as a perpetual reën- 
forcement to American industry and thrift. 
The blood, bone, and sinew of the Old World 
are coming to our shores mainly from the fact 
that here labor commands respect and enjoys 
peculiar favor. It is protected. ‘There have 
been landed, according to Commissioner Wells, 
352,569 immigrants within the past year. By 
the encouragement of manufactures we en- 
courage skilled artisans, men of brains, with 
: more or less technical culture in their heads 
and capital in: their pockets, to immigrate in- 
: stead of those who come in the uniform of the 
; work-house, only to dig ditches or to crowd the 
slums of cities. If the last must come let us 


l! induce a reénforcement from the better classes 


‘also to come. If we have room for one class 
let us make room for all—for agricalturists, 
` artificers, merchants, and professional men. 
Less than twenty-five per cent of all the lands 
in the southern States have ever been rent by 
` the plow. Tor the coming generation the 


eclipse all others. ‘The young giant States of 
| the West also, with their almost illimitable 
expanse, need only to circumscribe their swine 
fields to make way for the half of Europe. 
Here is cheap bread and cheap coal, and here 
‘in due time will manufactures find their chosen 
seat, 
-Free trade would make us not only to bear 
our own calamities, but those of all other na- 
tions. When any disaster befalls a nation, so 
thatit:becomes unable to consume its own pro- 
ducts, and they fall in price below the cost of 
production, free trade opens the doors for their 
introduction elsewhere, but at the same time 
throws out of employment and brings ruin upon 
those who might. otherwise have enjoyed an 
| undisturbed prosperity. ; 
| Protection regulates trade. Where that ex- 
ists only partially, as in England, and the cur- 
rent of trade begins to flow adversely, the only 
remedy seems to -be:to apply the torture of. 
bank contraction and to put up the rate of 
interest until merchants can no longer obtain 
credit on terms which permit them to import 
foreign merchandise, or until prices of domes- 
tie products are so much depressed tbat they 
are worth less at home than anywhere else, and 
therefore may be profitably exported. 
Free trade grinds out its products by: grind- 
| ing down wages. That is its first and toremost 
mission. The lowest paid and worst fed work- 
| men must beat down all others and command, 


1 profits from the products of these States must 
| 
| 


i| though in an ‘agony of sweat, the markets of 


the world. © Free trade enters into bonds from 
the start to work for a smaller reward than all 
the rest of the world, not excluding even the 
breech-clothed and rice-fed Asiatics.. Free 
. trade demands that the Irishuian after he lands 
here and votes the free-trade ticket shall not 
: be any better fed, clad, or housed than he was 
ia the land to which he so lately and sadly bid 
farewell forever.. When our railroads are fin- 
ished, and immigrants from the Emerald Isle 
lay down the shovel and the lioe for some other 
avocation, our:free-trade merchant princes will 
give no more for fabrics made in America than 
| for fabrics made in Ireland. Is that the feast 
' to which our Irish fellow-citizend thought they 


|| were invited? Free trade assumes: that the 


| German shall not gain upon the: wages which 
| doomed him to perpetual poverty in his father- 
land and sent him :to bed supperless every 
rainy day. It assumes that all labor shail. be 
flung into one world-wide arena to-contend 
with the most wretched aud sorriest races on 
the globe; : A e AAEE A 
Wages should be high enough tainduce men, 
not cattle, to work well and regularly. :Sueh 
: wages offer at all points a better aupport, and 


| workmen perform more and hetter labor. in 
i; consequence.. 


I would not have men avoid 
and shirk honest labor. Those who ednnotor 
| will not work are, of all men, most:miserable. 
| They areuselessandsuperannusted, tormented 
with disease and helplessness before their tinte- 
But for all those who do work I:would. secare 
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the most ample and certainrewards. It should 
be so liberal as to afford attraction to brains 
as well as to stomachs. 

Our form of government, our whole frame- 
work of society and education, leads us from 
inclination as well as necessity to treat work- 
ingmen as men, and therefore we must shield 
them from being reduced to the level of the 
most unfortunate and abject of the human 
species, or to the level of those anywhere to be 


found, willing to remain forever, they and their | 


hildren, in the lowest rank of ignorance and 
flegeadation: When laborers are treated as 
men there must be protection against those 
treated little better than slaves and serfs. 
PRACTICE WISER THAN ABSTRACT THEORIES. 
Political economy is promulgated as an ab- 
stract science, and those who teach it seem to 
expect their listeners will exhibit what Sidney 
Smith called ‘a dropping-down deadness’’ 
while in their presence ; but it is quite evident 
that scientific men in different ages cannot be 
in exact harmony as to what that science 
teaches. Reasoning upon the inductive system 
of facts, a new science might be brought forth 
in every age and every nation. Every age in 
knowledge and skill differs from the past, and 
every nation in its habits and traditions from 
every other, and each from year to year with 
itseif, as in peace or war, abundance or famine. 
Harmony can only follow the assumption of 
the gigantic fiction that all the facts and con- 
ditions of every age and of every people are 
immatable and eternal. It is claimed th 
doctrine of free trade is scientific, and it is 
funny to see the airs which smart people put 
on when they think they are standing in the 
reflected glory of science. They feel that they 
are philosophers of some sort because they 
despise the want of discernment on the part of 
the common herd, whom they look down upon 


from their eminence, and they know they can | 
be profound in abuse and earnest in violent ' 
denunciations, as there they are acknowledged | 


experts. Free trade has never been anywhere 
at any time more than a theory. The absolute 


application of the doctrine among civilized | 
nations has never been witnessed, although it ` 
holds an unchallenged empire in nearly all of | 
our colleges and in most of the leading news- | 
papers of commercial citics; and practically | 
nowhere else, except in the wigwams of savages. | 
For a hundred years some writers of great 
industry and vigor have built up massive repu- | 
tations by works on free trade; but no nation | 


has built up itself on any other doctrine than 


that of protection, whether avowed or dis- |’ 


avowed, No nation dares venture upon try- 
ing the experiment of absolute free trade, and 


until it comes to grief by an actual trial. 
Teachers remain self-deceived because they 
never have been, and perhaps never will be, 
subjected to the rude test of actual experiment. 


he commercial press cannot afford to look |; 


out upon the whole country,:for whose rural 
labors, manners, and opinions it has equal 
contempt, because all of its profits: from adver- 
ements are bounded by city. limits. They 
will not ent their own throats by doctrines 
which find no sympathy in the foreign trade 
from which their income is s0 largely derived. 
Students must cling to the doctrine they: have 
tanght, or be content to abandon all the 
*0-called learning they possess on the subject of 
political economy, unleas perchance they are 
called into public life, where they are compelled 
examine the interests of the future as well 
asof the present, of all parts and all classes 
of their country, or unless they become en- 
gaged in productive business ; and then, if par- 
haan ties do not constrain them into an adher- 
ence to their collegiate idols, they are soon 
compelled to break their graven images of 
ie trade and study a new gospel according to 
© practical experience of the civilized world. 


The cloistered sophists of our colleges and |, 


schools and the peddling propagandists of free 
e, like the cock who, aa it has been said, 


atthe . 


thinks ‘the sun risea on purpose to hear him 
crow,” are doubtless as learned as the sophists 
| of old or as the loudest of feathered bipeds, 
‘and, on this subject, practically as useless. 
These free-trade channels of instruction need 
to be Americanized, as they are now foreign 
to our sentiments, hostile to our prosperity, 
subversive of scientific truth, and dangerous 
to independence of thought and reasoning. 
Carey’s Social Scierice illustrates the prov- 
erb that ‘a prophet is not without honor 
save in his own countryand.in his own house.” 
It is profoundly to be regretted that our ablest 
and best teachers should have so little intel- 
lectual independence as to accept, generation 
` after generation, with perpetual mental sloven- 
liness, the text-books of Europe, or tame A mer- 
ican copies, on a subject of such vital import- 
ance to our country; but it argues well for the 
robust intelligence of the vast majority of our 
people that such teachers, felt only as brakes 
that occasionally retard our career, have borne 
so little sway in conducting national affairs. 
Whenever any one of these teachers has the 
responsibility devolved upon him of dealing 
practicsilr with these great national questions 
e finds what he had vainly supposed were 
cardinal truths only the melody of a dimly- 
remembered fiction, and what seemed so lum- 
inous is theory while being expounded by some 
fluent: professor after all groundless, without 


mythical Arcadias and Utopias of romance. 
CATCH-WORDS. 

The school of free trade rely upon eatch- 
words, and of these among the: most potent 
have been, ‘‘ Buy where you can buy cheapest,” 
which doubtless have bewitched large numbers 
of well-meaning people ; but followed up. this 
bat-eyed advice means, ‘‘ Sell where you must 
sell eheapest ;’? and for a large portion of the 


which is incapable of buying anywhere. 
There may have been times when the world 


has been governed by words; but to-day it is | 


more wont to be governed by ideas. Free men, 
free soil, free speech, free schools, free. trade, 


enveloped in the husk of free trade is so hostile 
to the general drift of all the rest of these po- 


an age and people like our own, eminently prac- 

tical and eminently devoted to the material 

growth and manly culture of a new world. 
SELFISHNESS OF FREE TRADE. 


i it only in certain directions, as may be seen 
' in many of her legislative acts. 


| by encouragement of manufactures, but her 


now maintained solely for the protection of her 
manufactures. That colonial system has now 
i no elemeat of imperial strength. It aceepts 
| free trade only from compulsion. 

inferior people are made tributary to the lim- 
ited population represented in the British Par- 


ships to America, to the Mediterranean, and 


' owners of the ships avow that to them it is 


well as markets for their manufactures. 
Britain manufaetures for the world, and not 
merely for her own consumption. She must 
| have what she calls free trade to compass her 
ends, at whatever cost or misery to her own 
i people or any others. She asks other nations 
to adopt her example and make free whatever 
she makes free. 


; but whatever she has to sell her profoundest 
moral convictions assure her that other nations 
; must refrain from taxing, and she believes it 
i a fatal mistake for them to come in conflict 


, they were bred. 


` most of the wars of the past. 


_ for Great Britain in the year of our Lor 
| would not have been go in 1770, or even in 
form a happy alliteration; but the doctrine || h 

' the growth of.many summers, even centuries, 
| of protection. . This growth h 

tential watch-words that.a similarity of sound || 
will never impose its ill-fraught substance upon : 


Her agricul. ; 
ii ture has been lifted to surprising perfection | 
ji won by workingmen and manufacturers, by 
' colossal colonial system was built up and is || 
i! ers, and without which any increase of English 
| Operatives or extension of British manufac- 
_ tures had become impossible. . 
Millions of |: 


liament. They subsidize great lines of steam- | 


| to India for the protection of their trade.. The | 


She does not make sugar | 
and tobacco free, because she has ñone to sell; ` 


with her policy. If, however, free trade is 
really so beneficial, why is it that Great Brit- 
ain is so discontented with her apparent mo- 
noply of the theory? Can it be pure philan- 
thropy that makes her statesmen and philos- 
ophers sweager to have others share its bless- 
ings? Their fanatical laudation of free trade 
wears a sinister look. As has been observed of 
women who get a bad husband, ‘they turn 
round and praise him, as if they wanted to 
sell him.” 

For such a name as that of Cobden and for 
such a man as Bright I cherish a profound ad- 
miration. They illustrate the mighty force of 
earnestness and persistency when directed by 
only even one or two strong men. But I can- 
not forget, when they are quoted on this sub- 
ject as authorities, that both were cotton 
manufacturers—the latter still being one of the 
largest—nor that their life-labor has been to 
promote the prosperity of British manufactures, 
on which hangs the immense commerce of 
Great Britain, compared. with which that of 
ancient Venice, Tyre, and Carthage all com- 
bined was but ag a retail trade. As statesmen 
these honored names have never been found 
in hostility.to the profits of the trade to which 
From the same interested 
point of view the conversion of Sir Robert Peel 


‘to free trade may be more easily explained. 
; Cobden signalized_ his career as a peace man, 
home or country, aad only applicable to the |: 


as does Mr. Bright, doubtless on. principle, 


' but also in entire harmopy with their business 
- interests. 


Hence they opposed. every war in 
which their country embarked, and denounced 
Wars contrib- 
uted nothing to the prosperity of the cotton 
trade. I do not say these eminent men advised 


_ their countrymen wrongly; but is it not evi- 
, dent that their advice never seems to have been 
|| at war with their private interests? . 

world itmeans,‘‘ Buy notatall,’’ orthat poverty : 


But it is urged that free trade is based upon 


| an invariable, undying, and universal princi- 


ple. That must be denied, for it must be con- 
ceded by all that what might be sound policy 
1870 


1840. That country ripened into free trade by 


as not been en- 
tirely beneficial, because land and capital has 
been monopolized by a few aristocratic hands, 
debarring all protection to labor; but free trade 
is the ultimate goal of protection ; .or, in other 
words, it tends to cheapen commodities so that 


i. protection becomes as superfluous as a steam- 
No nation preaches free trade or sends out ` 
: missionaries for the conversion of the “al- : 
|! mighty dollar” but England, and she practices `: 
hence its followers may hold up their heads | 


engine on a down grade, and is no longer 
needed. ae Ot Ain) 
The repeal of the corn laws by Great Britain, 


' in.1847, wasin fact one of the largest measures 


of protection to British. manufactures ever 
achieved. It was a victory of cheap bread, 


Cobden and Bright, over. hereditary land-own- 
Famine prices 


for corn could not be kept up and continue the 
manufacture of cheap iron and cheap cloth. 


' Bread had to be cheapened, or the laboring 


mèn must have emigrated or starved. 
gece PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS. 
Let me Jor a moment examine, the selfish 


i; view of the question, and. consider the interests 
indispensable, and the nation endures the tax |: 
: because cheap raw materials must be sought as |; 
Great |! 


of the individual apart from the interests of 
the whole people, if that be possible... __ ; 

-If the farmer buys more than he sells, then 
his interest may seem to justify him in being a 
free trader; but.if. he produces more than he 
consumes, then he should be a protectionist. 
Every seller is interested in having prices 
dear; but if all sell the same article they are 
all competitors, and all must sell cheaply or not 
sell at all, The theory of free trade assumes 
that there are more consumers than producers ; 


|; but this absurdity is only proven by adding both 


classes together as consumers. If that were 
true the world would grow poorer year by 
year; but directly the contrary is the fact. A 
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certain amount is anaually'added to the wealth 
of the country by the excess ef production 
over consumption. The doctrine of protection 
teaches that any civilized country is rich in pro- 
portion as it produces everything it wants at 
home, sending abroad only whatever is pro- 
duced at the most profit; but free trade insists 
that such a country -is poor unless it can go 
abroad for everything it waute, exchanging 
therefor even what it produces without profit. 

Persons living upon salaries and having | 
nothing to sell may fancy that their personal | 
interests lie in the direction of free trade ; but 
they should not forget that their salaries are 
graduated upon the average profits of the 
whole people, and if they should be reduced 
a reduction of salaries must soon follow. 

oe A FALLACY EXPOSED. 

There is one fallacy which rises like an 
‘Alpine peak so much above all others that it 
deserves to be exposed, and that is the aver- 
ment that a duty upon an imported’ article 
adds the samé amount to the price of all sim- 
ilar articles produced at home; or, if we charge 
40 per cent. on $800,000,000 of iniports, we 
are in return charged 40 per cent. by home 
produéers of about $6,000,000,000. of home 
products, amounting to $2.400,000,000 actually 
paid in order to get only $120,000,000 of rev- 
enuéintothe Treasury! Such a wind-bag state- || 
ment hardly needs to be punctured, and yet it | 
is constantly paraded’ by free traders, We im- 
ported 78,792 bushels of Indian corn in 1869, 
npon which a duty of 10 cents a bushel was | 
paid, and’ the argument would be that we | 


raised the price of the 880,451,707" bushels | 

roduced in the United States 10 cents per 
Pusher; but the fact is that the importation of 
the corn, if it had any effect, reduced the price of 
the American corn, and the foreign producers 
had to accept the market price here, less the 
duties, which wholly fell upon the foreigner. 
‘This result manifestly follows in many cases 
with other importations. 
` When any country is dependent upon some 
other’ for a market for any of its products 
whatever duties are there levied fall mainly 
‘upon the producerg, and prices are not greatly 
enhanced where such products are consumed. 
If we were not among the largest purchasers 
of fruits, Greéce could not find a market for 
her dried currants nor Spain for her raisins; 
‘and therefore, with high duties, some consid- 
erable share falls upon the producers abroad, 
or they do not realize so much as they would 
if the duties were low orif currants and raisins 
‘were admitted free. It is the same with sugar || 
from Cuba and teas from China and Japan. 
Prices depend upon the extent of the demand. 
If Great Britain cannot find elsewhere a mar- 
ket of equal value for the products annually 
sent to the United States or to the extent of 
$125,000,000 it is plain she must redace her 
prices to retain-our market, and it is a matter 
of grave interest to her whether our duties are 
high or low, for when these arereduced she can 
‘advance home prices. ‘But it is unnecessary 
to demolish a falsehood so big that it erushes 
its authors with its own weight. ‘ 
MANUFACTURES INCREASE THE PROFITS OF AGRI- 

i CULTURE. g 
I have no wish to make our conntry a manu- 

facturing country exclusively if it weré possi- 
ble, as happily it is not. ‘I-would prefer that 
the great bulk of our population ‘should find 
employment on their own land in the rural dis- 
tricts; where the conditions are most favorable 
to intelligence coupled with virtue, and-where 
the destinies of a free Government may be most 
safely confided. “But this population should 
have thè highest measure of prosperity possi- 
ble. ‘Labor aid thrift should have more sub: 
stantial inducementéthan'‘the unreliable profits 
of unknown foreign markets, and this can be | 
obtained only by stimulating manufactures until | 
they shall have furnished a liberal home mar- | 
ket for the food and raw materials produced 


«The product of 1859. a i 


‘industry, like taxation upon one branch of 
‘| industry, affects all others more or less. 


i| more. To favor free trade is to build up com- 


‘| bite for so much bark?. 


on our own soil. This once established never 
fails, but a foreign market is always precarious. 
American wheat finds no market abroad unless 
offered cheaper than any other, from whatever 
quarter of the world it may come. Its sale can |; 
now or hereafter only be increased abroad by 
diminishing its priceat home. American cot- | 
ton is not sought until its quality or its price _ 


ashes aside the cotton of ligypt and of India. ;' 

iven a fourth part of this crop, possibly now a ji 
third, manufactured at home, has unques- if 
tionably raised and will continue. to raise the | 
value of the whole crop from one fourth to a | 
third above what it would be if the whole had 
to find a market at Liverpool. The cotton crop 
of the world is to-day about as large as be- 
fore the late rebellion, but England no longer , 
monopolizes its manufacture. Other nations 
on the continent of Europe have largely and : 
successfully engaged in its manufacture. Com- 
petition for the raw material has raised its 
price, as it will of all the food and raw. mate: 
rials produced in America. : . 

A proper balance ofindustries must be created | 
at home to secure the greatest good of the 
greatest number. The adoption of the policy 
of free trade beyond doubt would injure peo- 
ple dependent upon manufactures, but it would | 
injure those dependent upon agriculture far 
more seriously. Protection to one branch of 


Tax- 
ation depresses and protection elevates; but 
the distribution is inevitable. To favor manu- | 
factures is to favor the tillers of the soil much 


mercial cities and drain the rural districts of 
their wealth and population. All ‘cities, it is 
true, are engaged more or less in manufactur- 
ing and the mechanic arts, but free trade would 
subordinate these home industries and sinall 
profits of the many to the large profits of the 
few engaged in foreign trade. lt appears to 
me more desirable to encourage the opportuni- 
tiea for the production of wealth and ite distri- 
bution at home than for the production of trade 
and exchange abroad, which can benefit only 
a limited number. When our own people are 
all supplied with whatever we can produce, if 
there is any surplus, and the surplus though dif- 
ferent would unquestionably be quite as great, 
we need not fear with the American proclivities 
to trade that there will be any lack of commer- 
cial agents or middlemen willing to offer all 
needful foreign facilities for its disposal. 
POVERTY THB RESULT OF TRADE IN BREADSTUFFS 
à àND RAW MATERIALS. 
.Why should we permit England—a small 


half the wool her mills require, and that mainly 
long combing. wool—to take home: our raw | 
materials, and send them back with their value || 
go much increased ag not only to cover the first | 
cost and transit twice across the Atlantic, but | 
also the cost of a multitude of cargoes of food | 
for the support of millions of her people while | 
at work using up the raw materials obtained 

from American soil? A large share of. the 

freighting business of the world is unnecessary 

and a positive loss. Shops, mille, and factories 

ought to be as much within reach as churches | 
and school-houses. Two bushels of corn ought l; 
not to be wholly lost in sending one bushel to j! 
market. Two and a half tons of quinine are | 
obtained from one hundred tons of Peruvian | 
bark: South America has neither the-capital | 
nor the skill required to manufacture quinine, ‘| 
but who does-not perceive the immense loss in | 
the freight of so much bark for the inconsider- 
able net result? Might it not be called a small 


. Of cotton and wool we show a capacity to x 


| produce beyond what is required for home con: | 
‘sumption. There is no reason why that portion 


which will be ultimately consumed bere should 
not remain here from the outset and give life 
and support, first and last, to our own people. 
Of silk even it would seem that ere long we 
might produce in quality und quantity such an 


il 


| challenge sharper competition. 


| than in the previous half century ! 
| doubted that this immense addition to the an- 


| scends in importance 
| bined, and always must and should take the 


abundance as to bring fabrics made from this 
beautiful staple within the common reach of 
persons possessed of only moderate means. 
TRON, 
Englishiron, such as we get, is much inferior 


: in quality to American iron, whether to be 
used by the blacksmith or the ship-buitder. 
Then why not prefer and encourage our own? 


The almost universal proximity of coal and 
iron ores has long given to England preémi- 
nence in the iron trade; but this advantage is 
already contested in the United States, and 
fresh discoveries daily advance our ability to 
The largest 
annual product of pigiron in the United States 
up to 1861 was 932,582 tons, having grown from 
only 50,000 tons in 1810. But under the recent 
large protection the product has increased 
within the last nine years to an estimated 
amountof 1,950,000 tons, ora greater increase 
Can it be 


nual stock of iron has kept the price the world 
over far below whatit might otherwise have been? 
The recent discovery of a mode of dispensing 
with the process of puddling will, if it proves a 
success, turn out malleable iron at a cost but 
little abovethatof crude metal. Pittsburg takes 
the lead! Can it be doubted that it may now 


| safely abate somewhat of its demands for pro- 


tection? Protection to iron in Pennsylvania, 
Missouri, or Kentucky assures no monopoly to 


i Pennsylvania, Missouri, or Kentucky, for the 


people of Michigan, Ohio, and many other States 
have the power and are at full liberty to engage 
in the same enterprise upon equal terms, and 
are quite likely to do it, This is the surestand 
most potent way of arousing rivalry and of 
setting the furnace fires ablaze all over the 
country. These fires will be on the hill-tops, 
and cannot be hidden. If profitable, more 
will be kindled, and other men will go and do 
likewise. 
HARMONY OF INDUSTRIES. 

The commingling of many industrial branches 
of business is the true way to organize all the 
forces of a community so that every man may 
follow a congenial pursuit, and thus develop 
the entire strength of all the component parts, 
whether skilled or unskilled, strong or weak, 
those having genius or otherwise. Then all 
will be harmoniously engaged in doing the best 
they know how. The farmer does not put 
his stoutest man about his lightest work or 
where a boy will answer the same purpose, nor 
does he, if wise, confine his land to a single 
crop; but by having more he utilizes all his 


i| time and help, as well as all his varieties of soil, 
| island that raises no silk, no cotton, and not | 


taking care of one crop after another in regular 


‘| progression until the whole is grown and har- 


vested. ‘Thus he takes advantage of every 
occasion for economy, and greatly multiplies 
the sourees and chances of profit. 

. Nations guided by an equally enlightened self- 
interest follow the same policy and have never 
yet failed and never will fail to demonstrate 
that diversified employments prove immeasor 
ably more productive in the aggregate than 
where they are more restricted. Such indus- 
tries are mutual insurers, and when disaster 
befalls any special branch the loss is made up 
from the better fortune of all other branches, 
leaving the major part always successful; but 
those nations confined to a single venture, 
whether of manufacture or agricultare, of fish- 
eries or of lumbering, like the farmers who 
rely on a single crop in case of failure, are cot 
off from all other resource or compensation 
elsewhere. In our country. agriculture tran: 
all other interests com- 


jead. Other interests derive much of their 
beneficial power from the direct aid which they 
afford to its pursuit and the indirect aid they 
afford by increasing its rewards through the 
consumption of its surplus prodacts. 

The greatest rulers of the world have con- 
firmed these truths by their example. Crom- 
well, Peter the Great, Napoleon, were protec» 
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tionists. In England the elder and the younger 
Pitt, and in France Colbert—ministers and 
statesmen whose far-reaching sagacity has never 
been impeached, and whose fame still shines 
brightly overthe civilized world—were in favor 
of the sturdiest kind of protection, and went 
not only to the verge of what might practically 
prove to be prohibitory duties, but sometimes 
to prohibition in terms. Napoleon went so far 


| 


result is fair trade. When the farmer of Pli- 


|| nois sends wheat to England in exchange for 


i! Sheffield cutlery, London watches, or Notting- 
‘ ham laces, he can form no just estimate of the 


as to say that duties should never be a fiscal i 


instrument, but a means of protecting indus- 
try. Pitt went so far, in 1802, as to specially 
legislate against the competition even of the 
United States, and by protection he triumph- 
antly sustained the finances of his country 
through a long and most expensive war. 
“Under his administration,” says the histo- 
rian Allison, ‘‘the revenue, trade, and man- 
ufactures of England were doubled, itscolonies 
and political strength quadrupled, and he raised 
an island in the Atlantic, once only a remote 
province of the Roman empire, to such a pitth 
of grandeur as to be enabled to bid defiance 
tothe world in arms.’ Macaulay styled Pitt 
“the greatest master of the whole art of par- 
liamentary government that has ever existed.” 
And yet the polished aophists of free trade 
would have us believe that sach men as these 
lived and died ignorant of the sound pria- 
ciples of political economy. They heeded 
not free. trade. The master mind of our own 
country, Hamilton, sought by his famous re- 
port, supported by one of the first acts of 
Congress, for which Madison voted, to “‘ en- 
courage manufactures’’ by the protection of 
American products. Our most generous states- 
man, Henry Clay, and our boldest, General 
Jackson, as well as the coolest and most astute, 
John Quincy Adams,* were protectionists in 
head and heart. The ship ot State was in no 


danger of foundering under the pilotage of | 


these men, and, if their policy was wise, time 
has farnished no reasons for change except in 
degree. Perfection of means and ends may 
be so nearly reached that favor is no longer 
required as to many articles; but others from 


necessity lag at unequal distances in the race, | 


and still require to be nursed. 


Nations which rely on the fertility of their 


soil, or upon a single crop, with no alternative 
means of subsistence, place even their mod- 


erate prosperity in continual jeopardy, and : 


their average accumulation of profits must re- 
main Jean and scant forever. The same would 


be true of a people confined to manufactures 


exclusively. In any season of scarcity, when 
other nations are without a surplus of bread- 


stuffs, the dependent people are exposed to | 


starvation. A community relying upon one 
branch of manufactures, though surrounded by 


i. neglected. 


grain and cattle-producing country, is subject : 
tosevere fluctuations; but when these branches | 


are largely multiplied the unprosperous man- 
uieuates form only the exception and not the 
rule. 
HOME-MADE ARTICLES BEST AND CHEAPEST. 

Aliberal interfusion of manufactures among 
all apriri usal communities thus appears to 
me desirable for several reasons, First, it 
begets a wider knowledge of general subjects, 
especially of the practical sciences, and forms 
amore intelligent people. Second, it increases 
the wealth and independence of farmers by the 
avoidance of the immense cost of shipments 
to and from foreign lands. Fair trade—very 
diferent from free trade—consists in an ex- 


change of products costing an equal amount 


of labor. Jf these are all produced in the 


same locality, all the facts are known and no | 
advantages can be long concealed, and the | 
_ - i 


g protective by being unchangeable; not vanish- ʻi 


*This list might be indefinitely increased from the 
tanks of the old Republican party by such names as 


ol foreign manufacture which prudence requires usto 


establish at home, with the patriotic determination ‘| } y ul 
|, turers, who always and justly fear instability. | 
It was, however, as favorable to their interests || 
i| as to those of agriculture, then more. directly | 


u every good citizen to use no foreign article which 
fears nade within ourselves, without recard todif- 

frence of prices, secures us against relapse and for- 
eign dependeney,”’ | j 


actual value of what he receives, and does not 
kuow whether he is cheated or not; but if he 
can exchange his wheat for such commodities | 
made in his own neighborhood he will know i 
all about it. When he buys an Illinois plow | 
oran Ilinois wagon or Illinois watch he always | 
gets a prime article ata fair price. The knack | 
of machinery and the profits of trade are no - 
secretathome. ‘The profits on foreign articles 
are unknown, except that they are known to be 
generally much greater than upon those of do- : 
mestic origin. Hence dealers have an interest 
in handling foreign to the exclusion of Amer- 
ican goods, and the greater protits thus derived 
enable them to liberally patronize the press, 
as well as to subsidize peripatetic philosophers 
of free trade. A particular style of foreiga 
goods is more easily monopolized than those 
made at our own doors, and if found salable 
cannot at once and so easily be duplicated by 
neighboring competitors. A domestic article, 
however, if found salable, will at once be mul- 
tiplied, and can be ordered by any number of 
dealers ia such quantities as to cause a reduc- 
tion of prices by a destructive competition, 
American articles of astaple kind, produced in 
large quantities, like cut nails, prints, delaines, 
cotton cloth, white lead, shoes, and boots, are | 
usually sold at a bare commission, and often 
| 


without any profit at all, whether at wholesale : 
or retail. Many dealers in imported goods 
keep and sell lines of staple American goods | 
at cost as baits to catch customers for the trade | 
in more profitable commodities. 

Purchasers have a fashionable partiality for 
goods of foreign make and style, and have not 
yet found out that American iron, cotton, and | 
woolens are tougher, stronger, and more dura- 
ble than such as are usually imported. This 
prindi and ignorance has to be conciliated | 

y a reduction of price, and a superior Amer- ` 
ican article is often sold for less than an infe- 
rior foreign article of the same sort readily 
commands. It is true that the relative merits 
of American manufactures, as compared with 
some athers, appear to be better understood 


_in some places abroad, and British manufac- ` 


i its demands for further legislative favors. That ' 
ig not the history of England, nor of any land || 


! with them even those whose more prudent 
i management deserved success. 


; with inferior machinery, clamor for extrava- 


ra | ing to a minimum when a maximum is most 
! at of Thomas Jetierson, who writes in 1815 as ful- l. 
owa: *' The prohibitory duties we lay upon all articles | 


turers have been lately often detected in using 


Very likely | 
our manufacturers bave undervalued the artis- 
tic training and culture of their workmen; but 
it is a vital point which cannot longer be safely 
It is not the role of America to | 
follow, but to lead. i! 
A LIBEL REFUTED. 

It isa libel to charge, as it has often been | 
charged, that protection is always increasing | 


where protection ever had a foot-hold, and 
surely it is no part-of our own history. The | 
facts are all the other way. Experienced |; 
manufacturers are always moderate in their 
demands. Only those unskilled, or working 


if 
gant protection, and such extravagances may | 
be properly rejected, just as clamor in the |; 
opposite direction may be rejected. Prudent || 
men know that large protection rouses a host || 
of wild and reckless competitors, who flourish | 
for a day and go down with a crash, carrying | 

| 


i | 
In 1861 our tariff was largely changed to | 


specifics; not much raised, though made more ; 


needed, as ad valorcms vanish upon a fall in 
prices; but the change was not asked for, and 
but coldly welcomed at the time by manufac- 


acknowledged, or of the Government, which 
sought a more honest method of collecting its 
revenues by treating all importers with a fixed 
and unalterable measure. Qur recent war com- 
pelled us from year to year to increase our 
revenues immensely. Instead of one sym- 
metrical law, like that of 1861, we have from 
necessity an accumulation of amendments. 
For revenue purposes, and not for protection 
solely, 50 per cent. in many instances has 
been added to the tariff, denounced as a Chinese 
wall, to enable our home trade to bea: the new 
but indispensable burdens of internal taxation. 
Already we have relinquished most of such 
taxes, and have ceased to collect more than a 
mere pittance on the sale of home manufactures. 


- So far, then, as protection merely is concerned, 


if the revenue could be spared, we might safely 
remit a percentage of the tariff on a consider- 
able share of our foreign importatiens, but the 
question is whether it would be wise at present 
to diminish the receipts of the Treasury at all 
or not; (the President and the Seoretary of 


: the Treasury think not ;) and if wise, whether 


the revenue can be released on imposts or from 
other more direct taxes with the greatest ad- 
vantage to our people. It seems clear to me 
that it will be sound palicy to make our resources 
abundant until our debt shall be funded at a 


: lower rate of interest, and that the least bur- 


densome of our taxes are those imposed upon 
foreign importations. 

- At the same time it is a mistake of the friends 
of asound tariff to insist upon the extreme 
rates imposed during the war, if less will raise 
the necessary revenue. Nor should the rates 
be go high as to make smuggling with all its 
risks a profitable business. 1t may be admitted 
that these rates should only be maintained at 


| a point high enough to cover any unusual tax- 


ation, Whatever percentage of duties were 


‘ imposed upon foreign goods to cover internal 
| taxes upon home manufactures, should not now 


be claimed as. the lawful prize of protection 
when such taxes have been repealed. ‘There 
is no longer an equivalent. Thesmall increase 
of the tariff for this reason on iron, salt, woolens, 
and cottons cannot be maintained except on 


, the principle of obtaining @ proper amount of 
| revenue, 


Protection has here no legitimate 
claims, and it may be taken off whenever direct 


l 
i taxes are repealed and less revenue is desired. 
‘the stamp and brand of American manufac- i 
i tarers in order to fraudulently dispose of their | 
own goods in far-off markets. 


The war duties on tea, sugar, coffee, and salt 


| were never intended to be more than tempo- 


rary. 
These articles, to be sure, can be more cer- 


| tainly relied on for a stable revenue than any 


others, but they are consumed by the poor 
almost as much as by the rich; and a repub- 
lican country cannot afford to tax exclusively, 
or even largely, that class of articles, as is and 
may be done in Great Britain. An aristocracy 
will, of course, make all classes below them, if 
they can, contribute as much per capita as they 
do for the supportofGovernment. Republicans, 
however, must charge the highest duties upon 
such articles as are consumed by persons of 
wealth and fashion. Tea, coffee, and sugar 
are not luxuries to the American people unless 
taxed so as to make them so, and if war has 
made taxes a necessity, as fayt as that neces- 


sity diminishes just in the same ratio ought the 


duties to be diminished. , 
Tea and coffee will not be grown for the pres- 


‘ent, if ever, in the United States, and duties on 


such articles can have no other object than 
revenue. Sugar can be had both from the cane 
and sugar beet. That it ought to be grown to 
the full extent of all our wants, greater per 
capita than those of any other country, will 
not be denied. France at first protected the 
manufacture of beet-sugar until at last its suc- 


| cess was so great that the cane sugar of, her 
| colonies had to be protected by the imposition 


of an internal tax upon home-made beet-sugar. 


| Some of our people formerly objected to eat- 


ing slave-grown sugar, and yet.protection was 
demanded and conceded even to slave-grown 
sugar, Shall we now refuse it when grown by 


freemen? Something is due, it seems to wmo; 
to encourage a much larger production of cane 
and beet rugars, and something is due to a 
revival and multiplication of sugar plantations 
in our southern States. 


France and Russia, both adherents of the | 


doctrine of protection in the broadest sense, do 
not go on from year to year asking for more, 
but have each lately considerably reduced their 
tariffs, proving conclusively that they have each 
made an advance. Russia, some years ago, 
was almost entirely an agricultural nation, en- 
joying the so-called prosperity of free trade, 
and British shop-keepers were almost as much 
at home in St. Petersburg as in London ; but 
she changed her practical relations with other 
nations by adopting the policy of protection to 
home industry. Her products were at first 
rade and unsatisfactory to all except herself, 
but she has succeeded in establishing many of 
the staple manatactures of the world, and has 
made more progress—there being admitted 
room—in freedom, wealth, and general intel- 
ligenoe than any other European nation within 
the last twenty years. ` A diversified industry 
is the natural enemy of slavery, ignorance, and 
poverty. Russia is making rapid strides in 
civilization, and is naw reducing her tariff as 
her ability allows, but at every point she care- 
fully guards the interest of her millions of peo- 
ple with the policy of protection. By giving 
treedom to her people and by protection to 
manufactures Rassia shows that she does not 
intend to be any longer overmatched by Euro- 
pean Powers having not one teuth of her area 
nor one half her population. 

The densa population of the older civilized 
mations; their accumulated deposits of capi- 
tal from the labor of centuries, and the ages 
of trained rivalry through which they have 
passed, give them an advantage in nearly all 
the industrial arts over new and younger na- 
‘tions of the world. They have got the start. 
The United States, though as facile to create 
‘as to adopt labor-saving machines, have not 
failed in their due proportion of contribu- 


tions to the arts, as the numerous trophies | 
of American genius to be found in the Pat- | 


ent Office or already marching around the 


world abundantly proves, and the time may ' 


yet come when the United States, if it pleases, 


can enter the race of free trade a8 to avery | 
large number of articles, if not as toall, against — 


all comers, regardless of their rank, history, or 
civilization. If this were not so protection 
would be indefensible. Itiscompetition, equals 
with equals, nation with nation, man with man, 
that sharpens the wit, enforces economy, and 
most speedily reduces the cost of all products. 
Nations holding monopolies dictate prices and 
regulate markets, but the first blow of compe- 
tition brings down prices as irresistibly as the 
strong wind bends tne topsof the loftiest trees. 

This result is easily proven by existing facts 
and notwithstanding the unusual load of tax- 
‘ation which all American products have borne 
since the commencement of the recent rebellion. 
‘The words of Chaucer five hundred years ago, 
‘applied to everybody: 

** A Sheffield white! bare he in his hose,” 

but no longer to the Yankees, who now both 
use and make an American ‘‘ whitel.’’ A recent 
parliamentary report exhibits a list of a large 
number of articles made in Birmingham which 
are already largely displaced in the markets of 
the world by productious of the United States. 
Among them will be found shovels, hoes, axes, 
cut nails, horse-nails, pumps, locks, latches, 


gimlets, clocks, penknives, scissors, muskets, 
pistols, agriculturalimplements, weighing-ma- | 
chines, sewing-machines, gas-fittings, lamps, ` 
Of course ull these |; 
‘articles have passed the Rubicon of protection, : 


table glassware, &c. 


being bought and sold here as cheap, if not 
cheaper, than they can be made anywhere else 


will be supplied with these articles at as little 
cost as any other people, knowing at the same 
‘time that they are of American origin and that 
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there are none better. The: open-mouthed 
calumny that protection isi always ingraaning 
in its deuode in face of these facts shoul 
| shut its lips forever. 

‘1 RAW MATERIALS. 

As a general rule it is true that sound peliey 
requires the admission of raw materials free of 
duty into all countries claiming any pretensions 
as u home for manufactures. The only excep- 
tion to this rule is as to raw materials which 
are indigenous, or suck as might be easily and 
profitably introduced and naturalized. A duty 
on raw materials is wholly a tax on the manu- 
facturer, except when produced so cheaply and 
abundantly that there is an excess beyond what 
is required for home consumption, rendering 
any tariff inoperative, or when compensated 
for by an equal or greater duty upon the for- 
eign-made articles composed of the same ma: 
terials. For instance, the process of manufac- 
turing silk is tedious and delicate, requiring 
consummate skill in all stages of its manipula- 
tion. The wonderous colors, elegant patterns, 
and glossy surface require a scientific knowl- 


eont of dyeing, an aptitude in the conception : 
an 


drawing of beautiful forms, a mastery of 


complicated machinery, and the finest touch |; 


in the finishing process. Capital and labor in 
lavish proportions are indispensable to its pro- 
duction in its highest perfection. Its introduc- 
tion into new and untried fields could not be 
ventured upon at all if raw silk were to be 
loaded with a duty. Perhaps this manufacture 
at this time owes its partial foot-hold in our 
country to the necessity which called for the 
imposition of war duties upon manufactures of 
silk. It is quite possible the manufacture may 


yet win its way to a lace among our most con- | 
siderable branches of industry, even though the <; 


resent duties, (so high as perhaps to tempt 
i illicit trade,) should be reduced. Happily the 
| raw material seems likely ere long to be supplied 
‘in abundance within our own borders. 
| climate of the Pacifc coast is such as to pro- 
| duce, without the peril encountered elsewhere 
| from thunder andi 
| and healthy cocoons in a single season, pre- 
ii saging a supply far beyond the wants of our 
i own people, and no more requiring the pro- 

tection of the Government than ‘fruits in the 
\ garden of Eden. 

WOOL AND WOOLENS. 

On the other hand, wool manufactures can 
be successfully attempted by the rudest civil- 
ization. 


trae com 
and of the most improved machinery gives 
power to minister to something more than the 
bare necessities of mankind, and to supply 
some share of the more costly comforts and 
elegancies of life; but the domestic manafac- 
ture of common woolen cloth to some extent 
‘has existed and must exist in. nearly all coun- 
tries; The coarse and cheaply-made goods 


when not produced through the aid of modern | 
mills must be had through the simple spinning- | 


wheel and hand-loom. In northern climates 
: woolen clothing is not less vital than food 
itself, and no country should be dependent 
‘upon foreign and distant lands for either one 
- or the other. If our Government did not con- 
nive at smuggling blankets from our enemy in 


the recent war, as it did in the war of 1812, we | 


‘yet in point of fact obtained a considerable 


` part of our first supplies from abroad. ‘That | 


‘a country continental in its dimensions, sur- 
passingly rich in its broad extent of pasturage, 
should be unequal to the production of the wool 
it annually consumes is not fora moment to 
be supposed. It is a fact, -however, that for 
years we have drawn from abroad a large 
| quantity of the wool we have consumed, as 


_ The amount of wool imported in 1868 was 
| 96,449,821 pounds, and 49,812,892 pounds in 
‘| 1869, valued at $7,688,348, orat an average cost 
| of 14.4 cents per pound. The value of woolens 


4 


The ; 


ghtning, four crops of large ; 


Something ean be and has been | 
achieved everywhere and in almost every age. | 
True itis that a technical knowledge of the | 
pama of dyes, of pattern-drawing, © 


c 1 | weil asa much larger proportion of woolens. | 
in the world. For all time to come Americans ` 


in 1889 amounted to $35,054,407. Of carpets 
alone we imported 8,881,830 yards, valued at 
| $4,261,253, These facts prove that the duties 
| on wool and woolens are by no means pro- 
l hibitory. 
’ Tt is true that many classes of woolens do 
got bring first cost, but that is true of cotton 
goods, and is to be attributed to the general 
depression of trade and the character of our 
currency; and it is also true that no wool 
produced above forty degrees north latitude 
| now brings over three fourths of its actual cost. 
| The policy or impolicy of a duty on foreign 
wool has long been debatable ground both here 
and abroad. In France the duty on wool was 
20 per cent. ad valorem up to 1855, when it 
, was made free, but the price there for fine wool 
` in 1867 was leas than 25 cents per pound. The 
Romans at an early day introduced the spin- 
‘ning of wool and weaving of woolen cloth to 
the inhabitants of England, who previously 
were only clothed in skins. Woolen manufac- 
tures were tirmly established in England in the 
reign of Edward IL, A. D. 1331. Only six 
years thereafter the cxportation of wool was 
interdicted, and the ‘wear of any cloth made 
beyond the sea” prohibited. From the reign 
of Charles IH until a recent period no one was 
permitted to be buried unless wrapped in a 
: woolen shroud. The importation of even Irish 
wool was prohibited in 1696, and the non- 
exportation law, as to English wool, was not 
repealed until 1824. The British tariff on wool 
in modern times has been fluctuating. In 1819 
it was raised to 6 pence per pound, In 1824 
it was reduced to 1 penny per pound on wool 
‘ costing 1 shilling or over per pound, and toa 
half penny on all costing less; but it admitted 
colonial wool free. Prices tell; Southdown 
|| wool brought 1s. 4d. in 1825, and only 6 pence 
| in 1829. In 1844 it was provided that all 
wools should be admitted free. Surely this is 
a checkered record of the road to free trade! 
| Very recently the increase in the production 
of wool the world over has been prodigious. 
The broad, unfenced plains of South America, 
Africa, and Australia seem to have been sud- 
denly covered with flocks of sheep in untold 
numbers, and the chief expense of raising 
wool is reduced almost to the bare expense of 
washing and shearing the flocks, and for even 
that some machinery is resorted to. The quan- 
tity outstrips the present requirements of the 
world. Australia, according to M. Thiers ina 
recent speech, produced last year 330,000,000 
pounds, and could furnish 600,000,000. La 
Plata could produce, he says, a similar quan- 
tity. Commissioner Wells says, ‘‘The wools 
of the United States are mainly the merino 
clothing wools, which can be produced ia any 
quantity and at prices which defy foreign com- 
petition;’’ and. he: mentions ‘Texas wools as 
having been produced at a cost only of 7 cents 
per pound, which sold for 25 cénts in gold. 
The defiance is a very bold utterance, but one 
not likely to find any backers among wool- 
growers, ` G uN pn e 
It is possible that on the wild prairies of the 
far West, andin California and. Texas, some 
l| faint competition can be maintained with coun- 
‘tries having similar pasturage abroad; but it 
' is obvious that where any ownership to land 
| is maintained, or where it possesses any mar- 
| ketable value, unprotected wool cannot long 
be grown. :We might.as well undertake to 
! compete with the mountains of the moon ‘ss 
-with the unelaimed tropical plains. Iowa, 
|| Missouri, Wisconsin, and- Illinois, as well.as 
| Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and Vermont, 
must abandon sheep husbandry,.so indispens- 
lable to the continued fertility of their soil, if 
the wools of the unsold, unienced, untaxed, 
| wild wastes of the southern half of the globe 
„are to be permitted to enter our markets free 
of duty. Nor will any ad valorem duty serve 
i| any good purpose. ‘The foreign valuation 18 
at so low a figure that an ad valorem duty of 
even 50 per cent. is but a bagatelle. - We have 
| tried 30, 40, and even 50 per cent., and always 


i 
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with the same result. Nothing short of a spe- | 


cific duty will give any positive protection. It 


I 


ig true that the present prices of wool are so || 


low that the number of sheep has heen very 
greatly reduced within the last year in Austra- 
fia, as well as in large portions ofthe United 
States. No industry there or here now pays less . 
profit than sheep husbandry; but it may legiti- 
mately be expeeted henceforth to improve. Be- 
sides this, it ought never to be forgotten that 
the fiber of most foreign wool is exceedingly 
render, while that grown in the United States 
is strong. Cloth made of American wool is 


wool. The future of the American wool-grower 
is not too bright; it has no advantages to ex- 
cite envy; and it is the duty of an American 
Congress to do allin its power to preserve one 
of the highest forms of agricultural industry, 
and at all hazards to save it from being crushed 
by evasions of the law, by the patrons of free- 
trade opinions, or by the blind selfishness of a 
few manufacturers. The exaggerated prices 


of wool and woolens during the war have passed :: 


by, and free-traders would have us believe that . 


trial employment or business which demands 
a chief share of their time. Age and physical 
infirmity furnish almost the sole exceptions to. 


' this rule. > . 


In 1841, Chevalier, a distinguished French 
author, sought numerical expressions for the 
advance in productive power caused by modern 


improvements, which were not only curious | 
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' but seem to have been unimpeachable as to `; 
: their general accuracy. Since that date further . 
advances have been made, but he then esti- 


; mated the increase of power as to-manufacture | 


. of ironas twenty-five or thirty to one; of bread, 
mach more durable than that made of foreign | 


since the time of Homer, as one hundred and | 
| forty-four to one; of cotton fabrics within the ` 


: last century, as three hundred and twenty to 


one. He also found that one American in the 


` transport of goods was equal to six thousand | 


i 
i 
| 
1 
t 
{ 
| 
| 
t 


_six hundred and fifty-nine of the subjects of | 


, Montezuma, and that one man attending a ` 


the present low prices are the legitimate result | 
of high protective duties. , They predicted, on ; 


the passage of the wool tariff, that the poor 
man would have to pay many dollars in the 
shape of a bounty to ite wool-grower on every 
suit of clothes bought ;. but it so happens that 
the poor man never bought woolen clothes 
cheaper than at the present moment. The 
consumer has nothing to complain of, and-has 
not been sheared by the wool-grower. 


THE COTTON TRADE. | 


The price of cotton having doubled and its | 
manufacture having. been extended among | 
many nations heretofore nearly altogether de- 
pendent upon England for cotton staffs, com- : 
petition is likely to maintain high prices for 
the raw material, although the supply of the | 
world is no less than in 1860, when England 


Europe and in India as well as the United | 
States they have begun to spin and weave for 
themselves. Lancashire suffers. Her people 
are out of work, and denounce free trade and | 
the reciprocity treaty with France. Thereupon 
the London Times of September 18, 1869, 
discourses as follows, namely: 


“Why, for example, should the Americans, who | 
used to be well pleased that we should spin cotton | 
while they grew it, resolye now to be spinners and 
growers too? Why, again, should. we be told, as 
a correspondent did tell us plainly, that we had bet- 
ter let the Hindoos resume their old trade of cotton 
spinning and work up the produce of their own 
fields? How is it that France finds it for her advan- 


tage to take up this manufacture which was 
monopoly zo short a. time ago?”’. * z 
“New cotton fields have been opened, but new cot- 
ton factories have been opened too, some under the 
shelter of protecdjon, some perhaps in amore natural 
atmosphere. There is a more extensive demand for 
the raw material, which rises in price accordingly, 
and that risein price deprives us of acondition essen- | 
tial to the saperiority we once maintained.” 


our 
= 


This is a confession from which we ought to 
profit. The workingmen of Great Britain are 
in distress. The guardians of charities for the 
poor eannot relieve the sore wants of all their 
supplicants. But her stateamen do not fied 
any relief springing from their ‘so-called sys- 
tem of free trade. That neither feeds their 
people nor farnishes a market for their pro- 
duets, when other nations begin to assert their 
independence and their freedom from British 
monopoly, We may commiserate their peo- 
ple, but we cannot yet afford to adopt their 
policy 
THE KEW FORCES OF LABOR-SAVING MACHINES. : 
New inventions and the application of labor- 
saving machines in modern times have greatly 
improved the condition of laborers. They are 
nolonger slaves and serfs, nor are they treated 
as beasts of burden, but as men responsible 
for their acts and to whom others are equally 
Tesponsible. Under our free form of govern- 
ment, with no hereditary estates, all or nearly 
all of our citizens are engaged in some indus- 
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mule in England or America is equal to three | 


thousand two hundred and sixty-four natives 
of India spinning by hand. The author of 
Plitology says, that forty years ago three men 


with difficulty made four thousand sheets of ` 


paper per day ; now they easily produce sixty 
thousand. Lace used to be produced by hand 


‘ at the rate of three meshes per minute, but a 


Nottingham machine will now bring it forth at 


the rate of about twenty-four thousand meshes | 


per minute. Three tons of coal, it has been 
estimated, will give an amount of force equal 
to a strong man working twenty years, thrée 
hundred daysin each year. All thisis modern. 
The present age is so much in advance of the 
past, and this advance is for the benefit of the 
whole race, and not for fendat chiefs, or a few 
aristocrata, or a single nation. 


The improvements ın agriculture from its | 


nature could not. be expected to show such 


conspicuous strides; but it is a moderate esti- |! 
| mate to say that the agriculturist who. seizes 


hold of the best. and most improved implements 


monopolized the crop. On the continent of | does one half better. than could-his father in 


the old way. Human labor is abridged and 
yet brings about greater results. In the bleach- 
ing of linens the werk of eight months is now 
performed in a single hour. First, sulphuric 
acid, then chlorine, and last, chloride-of lime, 
hag supplanted the Jey and buttermilk and 
green grass of Holland, apd linens may be 
bleached without much loss of time wherever 
they are made. ‘Obviously intelligence, not 


i| mere muscle, now contends for the mastery. | 
| Labor is lifted from its degradation and carries | 


no unnecessary load on ita back. 
In order that any country should largely in- 


| crease its wealth, it must increase its material 


productiveness, and this can only be done by 
adding to such forces ‘as may have been be- 
stowed by nature upon the country and its 

eople, the artificial forces of steam and other 
abor-saving instrumentalities.. 
vites a trial of strength and skill on an empty 
stomach with all the world, but extends no 
welcome to any auxiliary power beyond the 
naked hands. Protection, on the contrary, 
brings out as a well-fed reénforcement all the 
engines and marvelous contrivances of human 
wit from the foundation of the world. It guar- 
anties capital at the outset against a total loss 


forces of fire and water. It employs the engine, 


a dumb giant, whose hairs are not yet gray with | 


age, todo the work of a regiment of men with- 
outa cry of pain or fatigue. It evenaids agri- 
culture. There it does not merely fret the sur- 
face of the earth with the prong of a tree, the 


old plow. of Cincinnatus, but with a steel plow, 
or with a gang of steam plows it plunges deeply — 


into the virgin soil, tarning the whole field 


upside down, and is rewarded by a crop of a | dispensable articles, from the least to the great- 


hundredfold. With the hand-sickle it no 
longer gathers a few sheaves ; but with the Amer- 
ican reaper, more potent than the war-chariots 
drawn by the elephants of Hannibal, harvests 
acre’after acre of the golden grain iu a single 
day: It does not-doom the blacksmith to the 
hard labor of earning twenty-five cents per day 
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by making 6 or 8 pounds of hob nails,* but 
pays $1 50 per day, and with a carious Amer- 
ican machine makes as many hundred pounds, 
and crowds. the market with cut nails, much 
better for use, at a price only a little more than 


l| one fourth of a cent per pound above that of 


bar iron. Through an American machine, too, 
almost as intelligent as appeared of old the 
automaton chess-player, and attended by a 
child only, the long iron wires are changed in 
the twinkling of an eye to wood screws, supe- 
rior to anything ever before seen and for much 
less than half the former cost. 

Steel, the elder brotherof iron, by the slight 
additional protection afforded in the tariff of 
1861, has-been so far established as an Ameri- 
can product asto sensibly diminish its present 
cost. The Bessemer steel, made from pig iron, 
is one of the great and most beautifultriumphs of 


' science; and the new process of melting wrought 


iron in ahot bath of pigiron, aud thereby con- 
verting the whole mass into steel, promises to 


' revolutionize prices, and place steel on a par 
' with iron. Protection stimulates human genius 


‘and produces wonderful works, but free trade 


‘ relies not upon sweat of the brain, but upon 


sweat of the brow alone, measuring its products 


` by the measure of past generations, and desires 


‘to slumber and to be let alone. 


Protection 
means progress, or individual and national ad- 
vancement. Freetrade means where no manu- 
factures exist there none ever ought to exist. 
tt strikes the forge, the loom, the engine with 
paralysis. . 

It must be conceded that it was not alone 
the advantage of numbers possessed. by the 
North which enabled the Government to achieve 
a victory over the late rebellion, but it was also 
its mighty auxiliaries, in the shape of water- 
moving and steam-propelling mills and machin: 
ery. The force of the free States was thus 


‘more than duplicated, and this gave them 


power and vigor to conduct the prolonged con- 


: test with less expenditure and more assurances 


bi 


comparatively, day by day, of ultimate success. 
The seceding: States were stronger at the first 
shot than at any day thereafter. The loyal 
States girded up their loins year by year, and 
at the close of the contest would have regarded 
it almost-as a holiday to:have been afforded a 
fair opportunity for a deadly grapple with one 
or two of the first-rate Powers of Europe.: For- 
eign foes rather than kinsmen were hungered 
after.. Our Army and Navy were not only large, 
but they werein fighting order, especially if only 
ordered to avenge national injuries, received 
while our hands were tied, and. because they 
were tied. Our mills,.founderies, and machin- 
ery remedied all deficiencies.:almost as soon 
as known. ‘This. additional force, beyond all 
doubt, had been created by tariffs for revenue 
with: moderate diseriminations for protection, 
which discriminations were. most opportunely 


| invigorated by the act of 1861, and, it may be 


added, weresubsequently largely increased. In 
any contest which .the future may have in store 
for us with :any foreign Power, especially a 


! maritime Power, this auxiliary: force will be 


vastly more important.: If we mean to accept 


' and hold the rank of a first-rate Power among 
` nations we cannot forego the many advan- 
if it shall ventare to enlist the impassioned | 


tages of manufactures and the mechanic arts. 
Here lies the royat road to power and inde- 
pendence. During the late contest the people 
of the South, with more cotton than all the 


` world beside, were distressed for even common 


sewing thread. It was like the story of— 
“ Water, water, everywhere, 
Nor any drop to drink.” 
To maintain an undoubted independence our 
role of construction must embrace all the in- 


est, from a needle to an iron-clad ship. Our 
national pride demands that we shall not now 
Beate eee eee 
* More than two hundred years ago, when hob nails 
were just supplanting wooden pins, Fuller, in the 
Worthies of England, gays,‘ that coin of gold and 
silver may be better spared in a Commonwealth than 
nails,” 3 ie 
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nor atany time abandon the foundation of our 
strength at home and our security abroad by 
the imbecility of treating the doctrine of pro- 
tection to American industry with legislative 
contempt. : the SELA ; ; 
CONCLUSION. . 
Shall we not. fromthe considerations pre- 
sented, and froma proper regard for the pres- 
ent position of the American people, all agree 
First, that it is expedient to rely mainly on 
duties upon the importations of foreign mer- 
chandise for revenue to support the General 
Government? 
Secondly, that.in levying these duties such 


reasonable protection should: in all cases be ' 


given as will favor the consumption of home- 
made and home-grown products? 

Thirdly, that such articles as are usually 
grouped among the necessaries of life, and auch 
raw materials as we do not produce, should 


bear the least amount of taxation in any form? | 


Fourthly, that having tosome extent created 
for agricultural products a home market, it 
ought not to be surrendered and made. free to 
foreign rivals, near or remote, who have never 
contributed to the support of such a market? 

Fyfthly, that American manufacturers ought 
not to be forced by free trade to demand such 
terms of workingmen as many of the latter 
came to our country only to escape from? 

Finally, the Republican party has the desti- 


nies of the American people in its hands, and 


it should not subordinate them to the mastery 
of every other country filled with cheaper cap- 


ital and cheaper labor. Labor here is not only | 


honorable, but here obtains its highest rewards; 


and it shoald be our mission to perpetuate 


this national distinction. 


of nations by machinery and the archimedean 
leverage of the mechanic arts, must not. be 
wholly abandonedto ourrivals, Theaptitude 
of our people for all the usefal arts; their in- 
ventive genius, as displayed in.the past and 80 
full of promise for the future; the vast theater 
wherein they are: called to operate and find 
seope, deserves something-more than the cold 
disregard andthe heartless indifference of free 
trade. . The recently emancipated population 
of the South should. be furnished with grander 
opportunities than it has hitherto had, both of 


profit and culture, by which its best examples | 
of intelligence may hope to ‘rise: above :the | 


universal level of the old cotton plantations. 
Let the energies of our whole people be put 
in motion, by makivg industry and . enterprise 


“prosperons:in all directions—of. he | P 
oe ¥ fibe plow, 1e Pre. 80th, of June, 1871. The Secretary will 
' resume the reading of the bill, and the amend- 
i ments reported by. the Committee on Appro- 
|| priations will be acted,upon as they are reached 

in their, order. : 


loom, and the‘anvil—and: thus give assurance 


at home and abroad that the year..of: our, 
deliverance is : not: remote, when .all. debts, | 


public and private, will have been honorably 
discharged, and when to'be an American will 


be:to be a citizen of the happiest, freest, and i; - 


foremost nation of the world. Oe : 
- During the course of Mr. MORRILL’ S speech, 
-: The ViCE PRESIDENT. ‘TheSenator from 
Vermont will please suspend hisremarks. The 
morning honr`has expired, and the legislative, 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill is 
before the Senate. > ec O ya 
: Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I move that the ap- 
ropriation bill be passed oves.forthe present 
in order to allow the Senator from Vermont to 
-conolude his remarks. ee i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair hears 
‘no objection, and the appropriation bill will be 
d over informally. ' i 
Mr. MORRILL, ‘of Vermont, having con- 
cluded, 7 
_ MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Represent- 
atives, by Mr. CLINTON. Luovp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint 
resolutions; and they were thereupon signed 


by the Vice President: 


A bill (S. No. 369) to establish an additional 
land district in the State of Kansas; 


a The marvelous ac- |, 
cession -of force added to the productive power | 


' Soule & Co. ; 


` to Anna B. Snider; 


! lations: 


dred and twenty-four, to insert ‘‘at $720 each ;” 
and to increase the amount appropriated in 


| the following proviso in lines:five- hundred and 
twenty-nine, 


‘greater compensation than at the rate of $1,200. per 
‘snitum for the time actually employed. 


‘A bill (H. R. No. 902) limiting the appoint- 
ment of certain officers in the Treasury De- 
partment; < . 

A bill (H. R. No. 40) to confirm the title of 
William M. Garvey to a certain.tract of laud ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 891) for the relief of. |! 


A bill (H. R. No. 1336) granting a pension 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 153) for pay- 
ment of one year’s salary to the executors 0 
General John A. Rawlins for the benefit of his 
family ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 269) toamend | 
the act of April 20, 1870; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 273) donating 
condemned cannon to the McPherson Monu- 
ment Asscciation. i ; : 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message from the President of the United l 
States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Secretary, 
announced that the President had, on the 6th 
instant, signed the bill (S. No. 580) to fix the 
point of junction of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company and the Central Pacific Rail- 
road Company ; and that the President had, on 
the 7th instant, signed the following joint reso- 


A joint resolution (S. R. No. 90) for the 
relief of certain officers of volunteers ; and 

A joint resolution (3. R. No. 28) for setting 
apart a portion of the Fort Snelling military 
reservation for a permanent military post, and 
the settlement of allclaims in relation thereto. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. . 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating, in compliance with a | 
resolution of the 26th ultimo, full and entire 
copies of the following dispatches of J. Somers 
Smith, esq., late commercial agent of the 
United States ‘at San Domingo, to the State 
Department: dispatch: dated San Domingo 
city, September 4, 1869; dispatch dated San 
Domingo city, September 9, 1869; and dis- 
patch dated San Domingo citys- October 8, 
1869; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. - sei FU AE 

LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ramsey 
in the.chair.) .The Senate now resumes, as in 
Committee of the Whole, the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No, 974) making appropriations 
for the legislative, executive, and ju icial ex- 
gnses of the Government for the year ending | 


The Secretary 
bills. cee ey OE a ee 4 $ 

The next amendment was in ‘the clause 
making appropriations for. the office of. the 
Commissioner, of Internal Revenue, after 
“ three assistant messengers,’’. in line five hun- 


resumed, the. reading of the 


lines five hundred and twenty-six and five 
hundred and. twenty-seven from $351,200 to 
$351,220... tae a ae 

The amendment was agreed to... 

The next amendment was eftet the clause 
appropriating $40,000 ‘‘for temporary clerks 
for the Treasury Department,” to strike out 


ve hundred and thirty, five hun- 
dred and..thirty-one, and five. hundred and || 
thirty-two: Bit soe ae Ba cs ai 

Provided, That no temporary clerk shall receive a 


The amendment was agreed to, pe 

The next amendment was-in line five hun- 
dred and thirty-three, to strike gut ‘rent’ 
before ‘‘ dies,” and to strikeout in lines five 
hundred and thirty-three and five hundred and I 


‘districts, or i; ( 
‘one district; and may exercise said power from time 


„require. 


thirty-four the words “incidental expenses, 
including the cost of subscriptions ;"’ so as to 
make the clause from line five hundred and 
thirty-three to line five hundred and thirty- 
eight read: | 

i s, and for s 
Pene ean: Senne Kerad anton 


toms Journal asthe Secretary of the Treasury may 
deem necessary to supply to revenue officers, $200,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to modify the fol- 
lowing clause: 

For salaries and expenses of collectors, assessors, 
assistant assessors, supervisors, detectives, and store- 
keepers, together with the expense of carrying into 
effect the various provisions of the several acts pro- 
viding internal revenue, excepting items otherwise 
estimated for, and for detecting and bringing to trial 
and punishment persons guilty of vialating the in- 
ternal revenue laws, or conniving at the saine, in 


‘| cases where such expenses are not otherwise pro- 


vided for by law, $8,100,000. 
So as to make it read: ` 


For salaries and expenses of collectors, assessors, 
assistant assessors, supervisors, and storekcepers, 
together with the expense of carrying into effect the 
various provisions of the several acts providing in- 
ternal revenue, excepting items otherwise estimated 
for, $6,500,000: Provided, That after the passage of 
this act the proprietors of all internal revenue bonded 
warehouses shall pay to the collector the current 
expenses and salaries of storekeepers or other officers 
in charge of such warehouses. And theSecretury of 
tho Treasury is authorized and required to make such 
rules and regulations as are necessary to enforce this 
act: and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent here- 
with are hereby repealed. For detecting and bring- . 
ing to trial and punishment persons guilty of vio- 
lating the internal revenue laws or conniving at the 
same in cases where such expenses are not otherwise 
provided for by law, $100,000: And provided, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury may, at his discretion, dis- 
continue any two or ‘more collection and assess- 
ment districts and unite them into one, whenever 
the same can be done without injury to the efficient 
assessment and collection of the revenue, and shall 
report thereon at the next Congress. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Commit- 
tee on Appropriations instruct me to offer an 


‘amendment in lieu of that paragraph, which I 


will send to the desk. It is the same thing in 
better form. I move to strike out the paragraph 
commencing in line five hundred and thirty- 
nine, on page 23 of the bill, down to line five 
huudredand sixty-one, on page 24, and to insert 
in lieu thereof the following : 


For salaries. and expenses of collectors, assessors, 
assistant assessors, supervisors, detectives, and store- 
keepers, together with the expense of carrying into 
effect the various provisions of the several acts pro- 
viding internal revenue, excepting items other wise 
estimated for, $7,000,000: Provided, That after the 
passage of this act the proprietors of all internal 
revenue bonded warehouses shall pay to the collector 
the current expenses and salaries of storekéepers 
and other officers in charge of said warehouses, Aud 


‘| all sums so collected in the nature of reimburse- 


ments to the United States for payments on account 
of expenses and salaries of storekeepers or other. 
officers in charge of said warehouses, or that may 
hereafter be so collected, shall be carried to the 
credit of the appropriation for salaries and expenses 
of collectors, storekeepers, &e. Aud the Commis- 


| sioner of Internal Revenue and the accounting 
‘officers of the Treasury are hereby authorized and 

directed to take the necessary steps to carry this 
| proviso into effect: And provided further, That the 


President may at his discretion divide the States and 
Territories respectively into convenient collection 


districts, or alter. the same, or alter two or more 


two or more States or Territories, into 
to time as in his opinion the public interest may 
e an 

or detecting and bringing to trial and punish- 


ment persons guilty of violating the internal revenue 
laws, or conniving at the same, in cases where such 


expenses are not. otherwise provided for. by law, 


Mr. COLE. - I think that amendment bad 
better go over and beprinted. It has not been 
before the committee Í think. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir; it was 
adopted by the committee as a substitute. — 

Mr. COLE. [thought the committee agreed 
upon what is here presented in the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. This: amend- 
ment. was.drawn by the. Commissioner of. In- 
ternal Revenue in order to cover that. It 


coyers precisely the same thing, but in a more 


explicit form.. teases Se te ee 

Mr. TRUMBULL.. I should like to see the 
amendment printed. Let it go over unti 
to-morrow and be printed, so that we can see 


it in print, 


1870. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3299 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I have no objec- 


tion to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be passed over for the present, and 
will be ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. POMEROY. Do I understand the Sen- | 

* ator from Maine to move the amendment 
which kas been read? Has that been adopted? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It has not been 
ad 


opted. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, It goes over, | 
and is ordered to be printed. 

Mr. POMEROY. Has the amendment 
which the committee moved on page 23 been | 
adopted? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. While it was 
being perfected I moved what was read as a 
substitute for it; and on that question the 
Senator from Illinois asked that it be printed. 

I had no objection to that. 

Mr. POMEROY. Then that amendment has ,. 
not been agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It will not delay it any 
to let it be printed, because it is an important | 
amendment. 

Mr. POMBROY. [know it is an important 
amendment. 

The next amendment was in line five hun- 
dred and sixty-five, underthe head “ of inci- 
dental and contingent expenses of the Treas- 
ury Department,” to strike out ‘labor’ after 
“copying,’’ and to increase the appropriation | 
from $50,000 to $83,000; so as to make the 
clause read : 


In the office of the Secretary of the Treasury and | 
the several » including copying. binding, seal- 
ing, ships’ registers, translating foreign languages, 
advertising, and extra clerk hire for preparing and 
collecting information to be laid before Congress, 
and for miscellaneous items, $83,000. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line five hun- 
dred and seventy-nine, to strike ont “labor’’ | 
| 


| 
| 


ri 


{ 
1 


after ‘light ;’’ s0 as to make the clause read: 


For fuel, light, and miscellaneous items for the | 
ry building, and other buildings occupied by i 
the Treasury Department, $50,000. i 


i 
The amendment was agreed to. 5 


The next amendment was in line five hun- | 
dred and eighty-six, to increase the appropria- | 
tion for the pay of the officers and employésin | 
the Assistant Treasurer’s office at New York | 
from $90,000 to $149,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line five hun- | 
dred and eighty-nine, to increase from $20,000 || 
to $23,000 the amount appropriated for the 
pay of the officers and employés in the office | 
of the Assistant Treasurer at Boston. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line six hun- 
dred and one, to increase from $17,700 to | 
$18,200 the amcunt appropriated for the pay | 
of the officers and employés in the office of the 
Assistant Treasurer at San Francisco. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line six hundred | 
and six, to increase the amount appropriated | 


| 
| 

for the pay of officers and employés in the 
office of the Assistant Treasurer at Philadel- i 
phia from $20,000 to $34,823. | 
The amendment was agreed to. i 

` The next amendment wasin line six hundred | 
and ten, to increase the appropriation for offi- | 
cers and employés in the office of the Assistant ' 

Treasurer at St. Lonis from $8,000 to $10,800. 

he amendment was agreed to. 

_ The next amendment was in the ap 
tions for the office of the Assistant Treasurer 
at New Orleans, to strike out ‘$4,000’? in line 
six hundred and thirteen and insert ‘ ‘$4,500” as ` 
the salary of the Assistant Treasurer ; to strike | 
out “$3,000” in line six hundred and fifteen 
as the compensation of two clerks and insert 

$8,300; in line six hundred and seventeen, to 
trike out “$1,200” and insert ‘$1,440 as the 
Compensation of two watchmen; and in lines 


propria- 


! 
; ment. 
! Treasury were before the committee and satis- . 


| are simply putting the bill according to the 


i| way from $1,000 to $2,000. 


i igh 1,000. . À p 
Akere are ome clarki no higher then $L i. dred and thirteen, to increase from $12,000 to 


six hundred and eighteen and six hundred and 
nineteen, to increase the total amount appro- 
priated from $18,600 to $14,640. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the office of the Assistant ‘Treasurer 
at Charleston, to insert in lines six hondred 
and twenty-one and six hundred and twenty- 
two ‘‘one clerk, $1,800;’’ after “clerk,” in | 


‘| line six hundred and twenty-two, to strike out ' 


t $1,500” and insert ‘‘ $1,600 ;’’ and in line six 


., hundred and twenty-three to insert ‘‘and one 
: messenger, $720.” 


The amendment was agreed to. - 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Appropriations was in the appropriations for 
the office of the depositary at Chicago, after 
“t cashier,” in line six hundredand thirty-three, 
to strike out ‘‘$1,800” and insert ‘$2,500 ;”’ 
after. ‘‘two clerks,” in line six hundred and 
thirty-five, to strike out ‘* $2,400’ and insert 
t‘ $2,800 ;’” after ‘ one clerk,” in linesix hun- 
dred and thirty-six, to strike out ‘ $1,000" 
and insert ‘' $1,200 ;” and in lines six hundred 
and thirty-eight and six hundred and thirty- 


: nine to increase the total amount appropriated 


The next amendment was inthe appropria- | 
Pee , ations for the office of the depositary at Cin- 


tions for the office of the depositary at Balti- 
more, to strike out after ‘‘cashier,’’ in line six 


, hundred and twenty-five, ‘* $1,800,” and insert 


t1 $2,500; after ‘fone clerk,’’ in line six hun- 
dred and twenty-six, to strike out ‘‘ $1,500” 
and insert ‘f $1,800; after ‘two clerks,” in 
line six hundred and twenty-seven, to strike 
out $2,400’? and insert ‘$1,600 each;’’ in 
line six hundred and twenty-nine, to insert 
“two clerks, $1,400 each;’’ and in lines six 
hundred and thirty-one and six hundred and 


|, thirty-two, to increase the total amount appro- 


priated from $7,540 to $12,140. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I would ask the Senator 
from Maine if these changes indicate an ad- 
vance in salaries? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. They do not. 
They indicate simply that we are making the | 
bill conform to the estimates. They provide | 


for the service in conformity with the annual '' È h 
7 | forty-seven, to strike out ‘f $1,800” and insert 


estimates submitted from the Treasury Depart- 


I will say that the proper agents of the 


fied the committee that the amendments ought 
to be made in conformity with the estimates. |: 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I understand, then, that i; 


| the bill as it passed the House of Representa- |, 


tives was below the estimates made by the | 
Treasury Department? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir, 2 | 
Mr. WILLIAMS. And these amendments f 

i| 


estimates? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have no doubt this is 
right, but I.do not understand it. I see in 
this paragraph one of the amendments, ‘‘ two 
clerks, $3,300.’’. There is no class in which 
two clerks can draw $3,300. . 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What does the 
Senator refer to? 

Mr. POMEROY. Line six hundred and : 
fifteen. I presume it is right, but I do not 
understand it. It says, ‘‘two clerks, $3,300.” |: 
There is no class in which two clerks can draw | 
that sum. cei 

Mr. COLE. Itisin New Orleans. — - d 

Mr. POMEROY. I know it is in New | 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. i 
office of the Assistant Treasurer, and the clerks | 
there are not classified. They range all the 'i 


This is in the || 


They are not |, 


classified. Lig 
Mr. POMEROY. Perhaps that willaccount ` 
for it. I supposed they were classified; I had |: 
been so informed. i 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. They are not. . 
Mr. POMEROY. It may be all right.: 
Mr.COLE. Theirsalaries are fixed bylaw. . 
Mr. KELLOGG. I have just returned to `. 
the Chamber, and I am informed thatthe clause | 
relating to the Assistant Treasurer at New 
Orleans has been acted upon. .I desire to . 
inquire what action, if any, has been taken 
upon the amendments? . = 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendments | 
reported by the Committee on Appropriations 
have been agreed to. The Secretary will re- 
sume the reading of the bill, 
The reading of the bill was resumed. 


from $7,540 to $8,840. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the appropri- 


cinnati, to strike out after ‘‘ cashier,” in line 
six hundred and forty, ‘‘$1,800” and insert 
$2,000; after ‘“‘ one clerk,” in line six hun- 
dred and forty-one, to strike out “$1,500” 
and insert ‘‘ $1,800; in lines six hundred and 
forty-two and six hundred and forty-three to 
strike out ‘‘two clerks, $2,400,’’ and insert 
“three clerks, $3,600;’’ in lines six hundred 
and forty-three and six hundred and forty-four 
to strike out ‘‘one clerk, $1,000,’ and insert 
& three clerks, $1,000 each;’’ in line six hun- 
dred and forty-four to insert “one messenger, 
$720 ;”’ and in lines six hundred and forty-five 
and six hundred and forty-six to increase the 
total amount appropriated from $6,700 to 
$11,120. i 

The amendment was agreed to. 

‘The next amendment was in the appropri- 
ations for the office of the depositary at Louis- 
ville, after ‘‘ cashier,’’ in line six hundred and 


. 6€ $2,500 ;’’ after ‘‘ watchman,” in line six hun- 


i 41 $720;” an 


:, Fé, after 


: of August, 1846, 


dred and fifty, to strike out ‘‘ $840” and insert 
d in lines six hundred and fifty- 
one and six hundred and fifty-two to increase 
the total amount appropriated from $5,840 
to $6,920. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the appropri- 
ations for the office of the depositary at Pitts- 
burg, after ‘‘cashier,’’ in line six hundred and 
fifty-four, to strike out ‘$1,500’? and insert 
‘$1,800; after ‘‘ one clerk,’ in line six hun- 
dred and fifty-five, to strike out ‘‘ $1,200” and 


insert ‘*$1,400;’’ ia line six hundred and fifty- 


six to insert ‘‘one clerk, at $900; and in 
lines six hundred and fifty-eight and six hun- 
dred and fifty-niue to increase the total amount 
appropriated from $3,420 to $4,820. - 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the office of: the depositary at Santa 
“one w man,” in line six hun- 
dred and sixty-two, to strike out ‘‘ $840” and 
insert ‘‘ $720.” - a . 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in lites six hun- 


i; :, dred and seventy-three and six handred and 
|! Orleans; but the clerks are classified. |, seventy-four, to strike out the words ‘in addi- 


| tion to premium which may be received on 


transfer drafts” before ‘$50,000;’’ so as to 


|! make the clanse read: 


For contingent expenses under the act of the 6th 
p for the collection, safe-keeping, 
transter, and, disbursement of the public revenue, 
$50,000: Provided, That no part of said sum shall be 


‘| expended for clerical services, 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was in line seven hun- 


$16,000 the appropriation ‘‘ for wages of work- 
men ” at the branch mint at Denver. 

The amendment was agreed to. — 

The next amendment was to strike out lines 
seven hundred and fourteen and seven hundred 


and fifteen from the appropriations for the 
` Denver branch mint, in the following words, 


‘for two clerks, at $1,800 each, $3,600,” and 
and in lieu thereof to insert, ‘‘ for three clerks, 
at 1,800 each, $5,400.” . 

The amendment was agreed to, 

The next amendment was in line. seven hun- 
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dred and seventeen; td ineredse the appropria- 
‘tion * for incidental and contingent expenses, 
{cluding repairs and wastage,’’ at the Denver 
branek mint, from $8,000 to $6,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. ~ : 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. T ask the Clerk 
to go back to page 28. ‘ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom | 


Maine now desires to go batk to page 28. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On page 28, Ime 


| 


six hundred and sixty-three, in the appropria- 
tion for the depositary at Santa Fé, it will be ` 


seen an amendment was made reducing the 


sum appropriated for one watchman from $840 ` 


to $720, but tho aggregate is not changed. 
stands in the bill at $4,040. It should be 
‘amended so as to read *‘ $3,920.” 


It: 


- The VICE PRESIDENT. That amend. | 


ment; which is rendered necessary by the pre- |; 


‘vious amendment, will-be made, reducing the | 
‘aggregate appropriation to $3,920. The Sec: | 


retary will now resume 
on page 80, line seven hundred and twenty- 
eee 
he Secretary resumed the reading of the 
bill. 

The next amendment was after line seven 
hundred and eighty-seven, to insert among the 


the reading of the bill, | 


‘appropriations for the Territory of New Mex- 
ico, ‘for compensation and mileage of mem: ` 


bers of the Legislative Assembly and contin: 
gent expenses for the 
1870, $5,000.” 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine.. That amend- 


ment should be disagreed to. That item has © 


‘already gone into the deficiency bill. 
The amendment was rejected. 


- . The next amendment was in the appropria- | 


‘tions for the Department of the. Interior, after 
.¢two assistant messengers,’ in line eight hun- 
dred aud thirteen, to insert ‘‘at $720 each.’’ 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line eight hun- 
dred and fifteen, to increase the amount appro- 
-priated: for the compensation of the Secretary 
af the Interior and the clerks and employés in 
‘hig office from $37,500 to $37,540. 

. The amendment was agreed to. 
-. Phe next amendment was to strike out in the 
‘clauso makiog s jriations for the Burean 
af: Eduedtión ‘the following words, from line 
eight hundred and nineteen to line eight han- 
-dved and. twenty-six : tbs Se ene 
Que olork dt $1,800; one clerk at $1,600; one clerk 
at $1,400; one messenger. at $840; stationery, $600; 
library, $1,000; collecting statistics and writing ond 


compiling matter for annual and special reports, 
$3,000; contingencies, $1,260; in all, $14,500: 


+’ And indieu theteof to insert: ` vt 
- And two clerks of olass'one;. in nll $5,400. 
So as to make the clause read: 

For Commissioner of Education, $3,000; and two 
clerks of class ene; in all $5,400. - : 


Mr, DRAKE, I would inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations for 
the reason whieh governed the committee in 
striking out sa much of the section as they 
report in favor of striking oùt. a 

Mr. SUMNER. Which section is that? 

, Mr, DRAKE. Beginning at line eight hun- 
dred and seventeen, on pege 34 of the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER.. ‘Lintended to ask that same 
‘question myself. I deplore that action of the 
committee. - 

_ Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The committee 
‘struck, it out to make it conform to the provis- 
ions of the law as it now stands. Last year 
Congress repealed the act establishing a depart- 
ment of education, except that the provision 
which is in, the bill as it now stands presented 
by thé committee was provided for. It re- 
pealed tht ‘law establishing a department of 
education and made it a bureau attached tothe 
Interior Department. As the appropriation 
now stands, as reported by the Committee on 
‘Appropriations, it conforms to the action of 
Congress last year. io 

Mr. DRAKE. I Will state that there is 
nöthinpy in the fact that the organization of 


© there reported it in its skeleton form, as the | 


year ending June 30, | 


| that department was changed last: year which 


makes it at all necessary to cut down thisappro- 
priation. If I remember aright—not having 
before me just at this moment the papers that 
T have on the subject ; they are at my house— 
the section as it stood, as it came from the 
House without the amendment, was that which 
has heretofore been passed repeatedly in con- 
nection with this department, and that the 
amendment which: the Committee on Appro- 


| priations now desires to have made is simply 


to put it in the attitude: it was last year, and 


| which was made by the act repealing the de- | 
| partment of education and constituting it a | 


i 


bureau of the Interior Department. 
_ Mr. President, we all know perfectly well 
how and why it was that the change was made 


in the organization of this department, and we | 
all understand perfectly well that if this Bureaa | 


of Education is to be composed simply of a 
Commissioner and two clerks it had better a 
great deal be abolished at once. It is utterly 
without any use to the Government when it is 
composed of nothing but a Commissioner with 
but two clerks. I think it would be better that 
the whole thing should be wiped out from the 


: statute-book than that it should be reduced to 


such a shadow as that. 
The subject came upin the House of Repre- 
sentatives just agit did here. The committee 


committee here desire it to be left. But when 
the matter was brought before the House, and 


| properly stated to them, the House inserted 


the clause as it came to us, and the committee 


; now desire it to be amended so as to throw it 


| répeat the inquiry? ` 


point me to some. 


‘ back to what it was at first there. © 


If there is any value at all in a bureau of 


‘éducation—and manifestly. Congress consid- 


ered that there was value in it, or it never would 
have been established—then let us put it upon 
that foundation which will enable it to fulfill the 
beneficent purposes for which it was intended. 
Tt cannot do so, I am informed by the newl 
appointed Commissioner of Education, wit 
any such force as himself and two clerks. It 
is utterly in vain to'attempt to do anything of 
‘real value to the Government or the country 
upon such à force as that. a 

Now, Mr. President, it is no objection tq an 
appropriation that there is not an ‘existing law 
creating the subject to which that appropri- 
ation is to be applied. I would inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
‘whether this is the only case in this appropri- 
ation bill where an appropriation is made with- 
out an existing law to sustain it? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will the Senator 


Mr. DRAKE. My ingairy is, whether this 
is the only case in this appropriation bilt where 
an appropriation is proposed to be made with- 
out having a statute upon the statute:book on 
which to base it? oe: oh 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. . Probably not, 


| though I do not recall any to my mind at the 
‘present moment. 3 


Mr. DRAKE. I have learned ever since I 
came into the Senate that offices are created 
and continued from year to year by the mere 
fact of an appropriation being on the statnte- 
book without any statute formally creating the 
office. I venture to say that in a score of 
instances you can find in this very bill appro- 
ptiations made‘which have no foundation in 


any existing law whatever. The Senator from | 


Maine on my right [Mr. Hamirn] says he can 


I do not understand the chairman of the 


part of the machinery of the Government, but 


only to strike out all of this clerical force and | 


to reduce it down to.zero simply because there 
is not a law somewhere authorizing the specific 
clerical force. I do not understand the chair- 
man of the committee to be opposed to the 
interests of education so far as they are iden- 
tified with this bureau. ‘That being the case, 


Li 
{ 


upon the great question. 


| of the act creating the department. 


and Congress having heretofore settled the pol- 
icy, by the creation of this burean, that the 
country ought to have a bureau of education, 
that the country ought to give attention to the 
interests of education, I ask the Senate to dis- 


i posed by the Committee on Appropriations 
and put this department of the governmental 
machinery in proper working order. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. President, 
| there isa little history connected with this mat- 
ter to which I think the attention of the Senate 
ought to be directed on this occasion. Some 
years ago, perhaps within the last five years, 
| Congress created a department of education. 
| Last: year in the appropriation bill that law 
| was repealed, and there was substituted for ita 
bureau of education attached to the Interior 
Department; and that is what has been appro- 
priated for by this committee. This year the 
House of Representatives, on the recommend- 
ation, I understand, of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations of that House, have added to the 
bureau additional clerks, with a view of strength- 
ening thatservice, Isuppose. Now, sir, whether 
thatis a good thing to do or not was not a sub- 
ject-matter for the Committee on Appropri- 
ations to consider under the rule on which it 
acts. It was enlarging very greatly the service 
of. a bureau established by law; and it would 
require a good deal of investigation on the part 
| of anybody to see whether or not that was a 
proper thing to do; but whether it was or not, 
admonished by theaction of Congress last year 
in repealing the law establishing the depart- 
‘ment and substituting this particular bureau, 
your committee thought the proper thing was 
to adhere to the legislation of Congress last 
year, and not take the responsibility of the 
increase of this bureau so largely simply in an 
act of appropriation. 

Whether this bureau ought to be increased 
ior not I do not feel called upon to say. I 
may say that I was opposed to the repeal of 
the department of education . last year. 
that bill, or something like that, were before 
the Senate at the present time, I should not 
favor it; but I am entirely opposed to the idea 
of patching up a measure ofthis kiad.. . When 
Congress chooses to establish a bureau of edu- 
cation let it say so, and let it say so’by an act 
whieh shall not be liable to the fluctuations 
and changes of an appropriation bill. Every- 
body understands, who is at all familiar with 
this subject, that a former appropriation does 
authorize a subsequent appropriation. A par- 
ticular subject having been appropriated for, 
the Committee on Appropriations, other things 
being equal, will consider that authority to 
continue the appropriation so long es the sub- 
ject lasts. Is there any friend of education 
| here or elsewhere who believes that if this 
| subject is worthy of consideration at all, and 
if you are to do anything in regard to it, it is 
worth while to have it floating between the 
two branches, a disputed question as to what 
i it is or what it ought to be, simply upon an 
appropriation bill? 

ow, sir, for that reason the Committee on 
i Appropriations on the part of the Senate said, 
it is not our duty to consider this; we have 
: not the opportunity. nor the means in any way 
whatever; and therefore we will leave itwhere 
the law left it last year, and submit it to the 
judgment of the Senate whether it is worth 
while in this temporary sort of way to legislate 
I have sufficiently 
i explained the action of the committee. 


| Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, I think the 
Committee on Appropriations or the commit- : 
tee to be hostile to this bureau as an integral | 


Senator from Missouri [Mr. DRAKE] is under 
a misapprehension as to the facts in this case. 
| The Bureau of Education has not in its fanc- 
tions been materially changed by the repeal 
[t was an 
‘independent bureau until the act of the last 
i Congress bringing it into connection with and 


l subordinate to the Department of the Interior, 


` but its function has been the same, and it has 


: gone on in precisely the same way. The last 


agree to the amendment which has been pro- . 
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priation which was made after its subor- 
dination to the Department of the Interior was, 
I think, precisely the same as that which had 
been made for it in the preceding year. If 
there was any difference it was a difference, 
perhaps, arising from a 
iom the second or third class to the first class ; 
but there was no material difference in the 
amount of appropriation, no material differ- 
ence in the administration of the fanctions of 
the office. i 
If I understand the change which has beea 
made by the House of Representatives it is 
simply with a view to provide for another field 
of labor, which, it is anticipated, will be occu- 
pied by the Bureau ot Education, and that is 
that part of the duties which have been per- 
formed hitherto by the Freedmen’s Bureau in 


reference to the education of the colored peo- | 


ple of the South; and it is with the view of 
giving them facilities for carrying on that 


educational work which has up to the pres- | 


ent time been managed and controlled by the 
Freedmen’s Bureau, but which in the future 
itis expected will be managed and controlled 
by the Bares of Education, that the House of 
Representatives have made thischange. Now, 
whether it is proper to make it in this form in 
this bill at this time or not I leave it entirely 
for the Senate to say; but I thought it neces- 
sary that the facts should be understood, and 
I believe I have substantially stated them cor- 


rectly. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I hope 
there may be no hesitation in refusing to agree 
to this amendment. It seems to me that 
the House of Representatives have acted wisely 
in increasing the appropriation, and we shall 
act very unwisely if we fail to unite with the 
House. 


stand them, one of their essential elements ig 
education. 


education for its object ; and what is the appro- 
riation proposed by our excellent committee ? 
t is $5,400. That is all. Looking on the 
opposite page of the bill, I find an appropria- 


tion of $9,000 for stationery, furniture, and ; 


books for the Interior Department; I find an 
appropriation of $16,000 for fuel and lights of 
the Interior Department; and yet we propose 
to give only $0,400 to ereate and support a 
Boreau of Education! Why, sir, isthat decent? 
It seems to meat this age, at this period of our 
history, when more than ever we are beginning 
to see the transcendent advantage of education, 
how much we owe to light— 
“ Hail holy light!” 

il seems to me strange that we should now 
cut down the appropriation for the Bureau of 
Education. By turning on I come to the De- 
partment of Agriculture, and there I find an 
appropriation of $72,170; and then I turn back 
again to the $5,400 for the Bureau of Educa- 


tion. I think the House did not go far enough | 


when they made the appropriation $14,500. I 
would make the appropriation as large as that 
for the Agricultural Department, and I know 
full well the period is at hand when all of you 
will rejoice to make an appropriation for the 


Educational Bureau twice more than that for | 


the Agricultaral Department. 

_ As to the question whether there is any exist- 
ing statute to sanction this appropriation, I 
dismiss itentirely. Itis merely a technicality, 
and it ought not now on this appropriation 
bill, at this stage, after the vote of the House, 
to be allowed to stand in the way. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, I should 
be very sorry to have this part of the House 
bill cat down, or to have the amendment pro- 
posed by our Committee on Appropriations 
adopted. As has been stated by the Senator 
from South Carolina, this $14,500 was put into 
the bill in anticipation of the passage of a bill 
through the Senate transferring to the Bureau 
of Education that part of the work which re- 


transfer of the clerks ` 


f 
| 
| 
E 


We, sir, are a republic ; we are living | 
under republican institutions ; and, as I under- - 


Now, sir, here is an agency asso: .: 
ciated with the national Government having :; 


lates to education that is now. done by the 


Freedmen’s Bureau. That bill has passed the 

House and is now awaiting the action of the 
i| Senate. If that bill passes and becomes a law 
| it will be utterly impossible for the Commis- 
sioner of Education and those who act with 
him to carry out the law with any efficiency 
i. unless there shall be an appropriation made to 
| gnable him to do so. 


|” The bill is now before us in which that ap- | 


propriatioa should be made ; and had we better 
i stick upon mere form, when in every appro- 
| priation hill which has passed Congress since 
‘I have been in Congress legislation has oc- 


| curred in making appropriations? Whyshould 


‘importance, for I believe that the Bureau of 
| Education is as essential to the material pros- 


. prosperity and general safety, as the Depart. 
© ment of Agriculture. 


; we begin just here on a matter of paramount 


perity ofthis country, tosay nothing ofits moral 


Skilled labor is more 
important than agricultural reports, and your 
i skilled labor comes from the school, and we | 


i need somebody to take charge, to have the | 


oversight of the education of the interests of : 


by a little petty appropriation of $5,400 when 
we are giving away hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in every appropriation bill for matters 
of not a tithe of the importance of this Bureau 
of Education? 

I think, sir, it would be unworthy of the 
United States Senate to pass this amendment. 


follow it; and if we make any amendment let 


us increase the sum rather than cut it down. 
I think the action proposed would be an econ- 


industry. 


If the House has set us a noble example let us 


omy which would be equivalent to waste. There 
is such a thing as that, when by giving we might 
increase the income and.the prosperity of our 


_ Mr. SAWYER. I heartily agree with what ; 
has been said by the Senator from Massachu- : 
setts on the general subject. Nobody can over- ` 
| estimate the value of education by itself, or its | 


has been made so small heretofore is because 
so small results have been seen from the ap- 
propriation made ; and one reason of my want- 
ing the appropriation proposed by the House 
passed is to give the Bureau of Education 
under its new head an opportunity to show 
whether it can do anything that is worth doing ; 
not because it is a great educational movement ; 
not because this looks to the education of the 
American people, for after all the most we can 
expect it to do is to collect some few statistics, 
collate them, and present them in reports to 
the country so that they may be of general use. 

When the Senator from Massachusetts points 
to the insignificant amount of this appropria- 
tion, and to the much larger amount of the 
appropriation for fuel and light &c., I point 
him to the appropriations made by the proper 
people for this subject, and that is the people 
of the States. The work of this bureau seems 


| to me to be to stimulate the people of the vari- 


ous States to educational progress, not to raise 
money to carry on the educational work proper. 
Jn that view I shall vote to agree with the 


f : House. 
this country ; and why starve that department | 


i; tee. 


value tothe Republic. It butis a truism to say ` 


that thestrength of a republic rests in the educa- ` 
‘tion of its people. But I think that this matter | 


rests on an entirely different foundation. - The 


| bureau of agriculture have been made to 
: develop a system or what has grown into a sys- 
| tem of investigation of the science of agricui- 
‘ture. The bureau of agriculture has been 
organized so that the public know what its 


| work is, and the bureau of agriculture itself 


knows what its work is. 


i| Now, unfortunately up to this time I think 


there is not a Senator on this floor who dis- 
| tinctly understands what the business of the 
Bureau of Education has been. . I think that 
there ia the great misfortune of this question, 
that there is not one of us here who in the 
|| experience of the last few years has been able 
to find out what the specific duty of the Bureau 
of Education was. That it is education no one 
| will pretend, because the United States has not 
attempted to go into the several States and pro- 
vide for the educational wants of the people. 
. Mr, SUMNER. Because it has not had the 
means.. © :.. aN f 

Mr. SAWYER. It has not attempted to do 
that. When the question comes before the 
Congress of the United States whether the 
United States shall go into the several States 
and take charge of the educational institutions 
of those States it will be a much larger ques- 
tion than is affected by the smallness or. the 
greatness of this appropriation. 
opposed to this appropriation; on the- other 
hand, I am in favor of agreeing with the House 
measure in this.. matter, but it.is because I 
wish to give the Bureau of Education, which 
has taken a new start, an opportunity to define 
its work, to lay outa plan Shk shall be intel- 


of value to the country.. : ; 
I suppose that the reason the appropriation 


Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I feel dis- 
posed to follow the suggestion of the commit- 
I take it for granted they have examined 
the whole subject carefully and adjusted the 
appropriation upon a sound and wise principle. 
I shall therefore vote to concur in the amend- 
ment they have suggested. I should feel bet- 
ter satisfied to vote literally for sustaining what 
is called the Bureau of Education created by 
a former act of Congress, if I could see any 
of the real fruits of that legislation ; but thus 
far, although I have given some attention to 
the subject and made some inquiry, I confess 
that I have not seen any very wonderful results 
that have flowed from the establishment of this 
bureau. We created it several years ago; and 
I believe during the war or shortly after the 
close of the war. y 

Mr. DRAKE. About three years ago. 

Mr. HOWARD. Shortly after the close of 
the war. I have seen no resulta from this 
Bureau of Education except the publication 
of avery large and thick volume; some people 


y ' would call ita fat volume; so voluminous, at 
appropriations which have been made for the ; 


any rate, that I have not been able to read it 


! with much care; and I do not think that the 


I am not |! 


1 


ligent and intelligible, and show that it can be |, 


ji fess, which has 


‘ bureaus thus far. 


|: country have much ground to expect. large 


results in the way of education from this bu- 
reau. Jt is not one of the functions of the 
Government of the United States to impose 
taxes for the purposes of education in the 
States. Such is not one of its ordinary func; 
tions at least; and probably we shall never 
undertake, as a Government, to disseminate 
education among the people of the United 
States until we shall find it necessary to do. se 
by way of carrying out that clause of the Con- 
stitution which requires Congress to. guaranty 
every State a republican form of government. 
lL admit that the time may come when Con- 
gress may find it necessary to. exercise that 
power, in the States, and I think they may.do 
so constitutionallyand fairly when the exigency 
shall arise. But ordinarily education is placed 
under the safeguards of State legislation. Taxes 
are raised to pay schoolmasters and -schpel- 
mistresses by the Legislatures of the States, 
and all. the business of education thus far has 
been confined to State legislation... I doubt 
very much the aptness of. the Government of 
the United States in the. prosecution of, the 
ordinary work of education. „1 think this.Gov- 
ernment is not well fitted for,such a purpose. 
I might go further and I;might, say—and in 


| so doing I shall only express: my own gonvic- 


tion, that the abolition of this Bureau of Edu- 
cation would do no damage to. the. people. of 
the United States. I. think the reformation 


| might go still further than that, -I think it 


might include what is. known asthe Bureau of 
Statisties. I know of no,good, I must con- 
flowed from either of these 

There may, ba some hidden 
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virtues in them which have thus far remained 
beyond my perception, and I would not dis- 
arage their real merits if they possess any; 
Pat, as said before, thus far I do not think the 
fruits that have flowed from their establish- 
ment are of very particular importance. 
I think the Committee on Appropriations 


have done very properly in recommending the ` 


reduction of the amount appropriated by the 
House of Representatives for the Bureau of 
Education from $14,500 to the sum of $5,400. 


It seems to me a mere figure-head, a mere : 


appendage of the Government, set up more 
for show than for utility. I trust that Sena- 
tors will take this matter into serious consid- 
eration. Do we want this bureau? Of what 
sort of importance is this Bureau of Educa- 
tion established by the Government of the 
United States to the educational system that 
prevails in New England, New York, or in 
the other States ofthe Union? Of what ben- 
efit is it to Harvard University or to the tol- 
lege at New Haven, Connecticut? Of what 
‘utility is it to the University of Michigan, or 
any other of the educational institutions of 
the land? None whatever. 
vides its own system of education and sup- 
ports it by taxing its own people. That is a 
function peculiarly belonging to the States; 
and [ do not think, as I said before, that the 
people of the United States are deriving much 
benefit from this Bureau of Education. The 
Jaw had not been in force but a short time 
before it was substantially repealed, leaving 
the Commissioner of Education to be the mere 
head of a bureaa and connecting bim with the 


i 


Every State pro- ` 


Department of the Interior. I think we acted . 
wisely then, and I think that that legislation | 


was an indication that sooner or later this 
bureau was to be dispensed with; aud I think 
the Committee on Appropriations have had in 
view that final result in the sum which they 
have recommended for the use of the bureau. 
I hope we shall sustain the action of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

Mr. HOWELL. Mr. President, I am grat- 
ified to have the opportunity of supporting an 
amendment, reported by the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate, which reduces 
the appropriations made by the House of Rep- 
‘resentatives. 
observed that had that tendency, while there 
are many others that increase the appropri- 
‘ations many scores of thousands of dollars. 
` But I have another reason for the support of 
this amendment.. I regard this plan of legis- 
lating offices and legislating bureaus into being 
‘by appromiation bills as simply vicious and 
demoralizing; and E think it ought not to be 
continued by the Congress of the United States, 
‘whatever may have been the custom heretofore. 
Let us have‘such legislation as may be needed 
for the establishment of such offices and such 
bureaus as thay be required in the administra: 
tion of the Goverment; fixing the salaries of 
buch officers and the expenditures required for 
them by law; and then let us make our appro- 
priations to meet the legal requirements of 
those established offices and bureaus, and not 
come in here’ in an appropriation bill and in: 
crease the official compensation of the various 
officers of the Departments, and not come in 
by an appropriation bill to create, as it were, 
4 departmert or a bureau to the extent that 
this educational bureau is provided for in this 
provision of the House bill. Iam heartily in 
favor of thé amendment of the Committee on 
Approptiations of the Senate. wt 

Mr- FERRY. I ant in favor of the amend- 
ment proposed by the Committee on Appro- 
priations,;+and F think that to increase or 
attempt to increaséthe fanctions of the Bureau 
of Education recently created can only result 
disastrously to the real interests of education 
in this- country. Not only is it my judgment 
that the encouragement and support of educa- 
tion belongs properly to the States under our 
#ystem of Government, but it is also my judg- 


1 
| 


|i in which he could find those statistics. 


ment that nowhere else will those functions be 
properly discharged. I think that no greater 
injury can be done to the cause of education 
| in the States than to teach the people of the 
' States and the authorities of the States to be 
looking up to the Federal Government for 
means from its Treasury to procure the educa- 
tion of their own people. So diversely are 


the States situated in reference to their inter-: 


nal organization of society, the organization 
of their local communities, that a system per- 
fectly applicable to one of our New England 
States would probably be entirely inapplicable 
to one of the Gulf States. Hach State can best 
take care of its own educational interests, and 
each State will best take care of its own edu- 
cational interests when it knows that upon 
itself that care must devolve. 
- Mr. YATES. I desire to say a few words 
on this subject; and in the beginning I will say 
that it looks as if in the formation of our De- 
partments and bureaus we had begun at the 
; bottom instead of at the top, and it is now to 
the disgrace of America that we have not a 
national bureau of education. I can inform 


and I could appeal to Senators with arguments 
and reasons tosustain me, if I had investigated 
this question, increasing the appropriation to 
$100,000. {Í can see no reason why the people 
of the United States, now at least the second 
empire in the world, and destined to be the 
greatest, should on this great subject fail to 
provide adequate means to support a national 
bureau of education. 

These are my sentiments on this subject ; 
and I repeat again, as I sit down, that in my 
estimation, though I do not mean, of course, to 
reflect upon the opinions of other Senators, 
it is a disgrace to this great country and to this 
great Government of ours that we have not 
laid the foundations strong and deep by which 
‘our institutions are to be preserved and main- 
tained. I shall vote very cheerfully for the 
appropriation made by the House, regretting 
only that the amount is not larger; and if we 
want to see the effects of a wise system let us 
give the means, make the appropriations as you 

o to the other Departments of the Government, 
have your Committee on Education, and with 


' such a chairman as we have for that commit- 


Senators that so far as my experience is con- | 3 
i! be properly expended, and with a proper na- 


cerned, judging from conversations with intel- 


ligent men and educated men, men most deeply | 
interested in the prosperity of the country, : 


they are astonished that we have not a national 
bureau of education. If the argument of the 
- Senator from Connecticut is sound we might 
as well have no agricultural bureau. Agri- 
culture belongs to the States just as much as 
does education. 


| body who desires to do t 


J remember that a distinguished foreigner ` 


once called upon meand said that he had been 
making a tour ofthe United States to find out 


. the American system of education, to gather | 


i statistics to carry with him to Europe, and he . 


| said that there was no bureau at Washington | 


He 
| complimented the State of Illinois by saying 
i that he had obtained from our State superin- 
, tendent, Hon. Newton Bateman, more inform- 


‘ation in regard to education in the United | 


tee you need not fear that these means will not 


tional superintendent of education we need not 
fear that the most important advantages will 
not result from this appropriation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that at half past 
four o’clock the Senate take a recess until half 
past seven. This is the month of pleasant 
weather and of cool temperatures, when every- 

Re public business can 
doit the best. I think we had better go on 
with this bill to-night. 

Mr. DRAKE. Does not that require unan- 
imous consent? 

Mr. SUMNER. Of course it does. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair, if 
compelled to decide the point, must hold that 
under the eleventh rule it requires unanimous 
consent, unless this bill be laid aside or laid 
on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Does the Senator from 


| States than he had from any other source. He | Missouri object to my making the motion? 


| insisted, as every reasonable man must insist, 
that there should be a head somewhere to this 


i great department. 
This is the first that-I have | 


Is there any subject more ‘interesting to the 


|; people at large? Are the subjects connected 
i! with the duties of the Committee on Com- 


! merce or tle Committee on Agriculture more 


| 
| 


| 
‘ 
| 


| important than those connected with the Com- | 


i, mittee on Education? For the sake of uni- 


' formity, for the sake of the information of onr ; 


| people, we should have a national bureau of 


| education. We should, so far as we can, have 
ia uniform standard of education throughout 
the United States. 


reports of the commissioners and superin- 
| tendents of public schools in the States, and 
compendiums made of them and preserved 
here in the city of Washington, where they can 
be open to the inspection of all. 


subject in the country. 
astonished that we do not have a national 
bureau of education. Education is the found- 
ation of republican iustitotions, and at a time 


the country, as all say, an uninformed and 


wo have set free four million uneducated 
people in our midst, and when we have among 


people are uneducated, not attended to by the 
States, not taken cate of by the States, we 
need a head to this system, something to give 


ment. You do not permit the experiment to 


be tried when there is an objection to the | 


appropriation of $14,000 for this great and 
mighty and moral purpose of education. Why, 
Mr. Presidént, I could offer an amendment, 


like this, when there is to be launched upon | 


uneducated people from the far East, and when | 


it direction, something to give it force; and we | 
ought not to be told that this isa mere experi- | 


We need a head to this | 
great department, where can be collected the | 
_ ate resume the consideration of the appropria- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. DRAKE. I object. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Then, for the purpose of 
reaching the question, I move that this bill be 
assed over for the moment, so that I may then 
bs enabled to submit a motion for a recess. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Vermont 
that the bill be passed over. 
The motion was agreed to—ayes thirty, noes 
not counted. ; 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Now I movethat at half . 
past four o’clock the Senate take a recess until 


| half past seven o’clock this evening. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I now move that the Sen- 


tion bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It was passed 
over and will now be resumed as a matter of 


i || course, the intermediate business having been 
Now, Mr. President, there is feeling on this 
The country stands | 


disposed of. The question is on the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on Appropri- 
ations to the clause concerning the Bureau of 
Education. . 
` Mr. TIPTON. Mr. President, I desire to 
say but a very few words on this amendment. 
I have been quite gratified at the views pre- 
sented to the Senate by the Senator from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. Howarp.] They accord entirely 


etka ike irs a | with my experience on this subject, and I should 
us records to 8 a usands of our white | 


certainly regret the day when appropriations 


| would be made by Congress largely for the 


urpose of taking charge of the educational 


` interests of our country. We want no consolid- 


ation in this matter. Your Bureau of Educa- 
tion here cannot exist at all, except so far as 
we in the States furnish it with the material 
out of which to get upits annual reports. You 
may have a head to your educational system 
here, but he must look to us, the people of the 


i! States, and our systems, and from them ke can 


1870. 


become a great compiler, and when he sends 
us oat his annual report we examine it, and our 
State superintendents sit in judgment upon it, 
and they charge him with having been a com- 
piler of their annual reports; and that is all he 
can ever aspire to. 

We have the gift of the Government 1n all 
our western States; we have lands for our 
common free school system; we have lands 
for our agricultural colleges and State univer- 
cities. We have our State superintendents. We 
have our connty associations meeting just as 
often and regularly and saccessfully as they 
hare them in the older States of this Union. 
We have in our State library an exchange kept 
up constantly from the little State of Nebraska 
with the other States of the Union. We have 
their annual reports of education and they have 
ours. We profess to be able to make our own 
compilations and to scatter over our own States 
the resuits that we gain from them; and by the 
permission and the iudorsement of the Sena 
tor from Michigan I would say that I smile at 
your whole system and look uponit as a great 
national farce. No, sir; with your maniticent 
grants to us throw upon us the responsibility 
of developing a system of education that shall 
bring up our ple to your standard of edu- 
cation: and if | were to continue my remarks, 
they would only be upon the same basis that I 
want no centralization of education in this 
country ; but I want those institutions that light 
ap every State to be reflected over the whole 
land; and in a generat exchange of writings and 
reports upon the subject let the people be 
agitated, and I think in that manner success 
will come to our educational enterprises bet- 
ter than by undertaking to establish here a 
bureau of education for the purpose of reflect- 
ing back upon us our statistical reports. 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. Presiden:, when this 
amendment came up I was not prepared to 
discuss it as fully as it ought to be discussed, 
for the reason that I found that the documents 
which I had in reference to it were not at my 
desk. The range which the discussion has 
taken has led me to look into the matter as well 
as | could here at the moment, and I am sur- 
prised to find how mach of misapprehension 
on this subject there is in the minds of Sen- 
ators, and how little really they or I knew of 
the details of the subject. Now, I wish to 


; ence. 


_ missioner and his clerks. 


which ought never to have had, as the Senator 
from Michigan aays, three minutes of exist- | 
Let us look at it and see what it was | 
that the Thirty- Ninth Congress established. I 
read from the act of March 2, 1867, the first 
section of which provided : 

“That there shall be established at the city of 
Washingtona Department of Education for the pur- 
pose of collecting such statistics and facts as shall 
show the condition and progress of education in tho 
several States and Territories, and of diffusing such 
information respecting the organization and man- 
agement of schools and school systems, and methods 
of teaching, as shall aid the people of the United 
States in the establishment and maintenance of 
eficient school systems, and otherwise promote the 
cause of education throughout the country.” 

Now, sir, that was the foundation upon which 
the department of education was established 
by the Thirty-Ninth Congress. To do this a . 
Commissioner of Education wasappointed, and 
the third section of the act declared as follows; 

“That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of 
Education to present annually to Conrress a report 
embodying the results of his investigations and 
labors, together with a statement of such facts and 
recommendations as will, in his judgment, subserve 
the porpose for which this Department is estab- 
lished.” . 

That was the work which this Commissioner 
had to do, and in order to do it the act of 1867 
appropriated $4,000 for his salary, and gave 
him a chief clerk at $2,000, one clerk at $1,800, 
and one at $1,600, making $9,400 for the Com- 
Now, sir, they have 


. cut down the Commissioner to $3,000, and they 
' propose to give him only two clerks of class 


one at $1.200 apiece. 

The office went on until the 30th day of June, ` 
1869, when the department was abolished and 
there was established a Bureau of Education, 
with a salary to the chief officer, the Commis- 
sioner, of $3,000, and who should— 
pounder the direction of the Secretary of the Intc- 
rior’— 


Mark it— 
“discharge all such duties, and superintend, exe- 
cute, and perform all such acts and things touch- 
ing and respecting the said office of education asare 
devolved by law upon said Commissioner of Educa- 
ion.” 


The duty, the function, the power originally | 
invested in the Commissioner of the depart- |: 
ment of education all continued in the chief | 
of the Bureau of Education. Now, sir, the | 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations | 


, says that for this Bureau of Edacation thereis ` 


show the Senate precisely how the matter | 


stands, aod I can do it in a few words. I can 
and the Senator from Connecticut and the 
Senator from Nebraska that they have spoken 
as | consider under an entire misapprehension 
with regard to this whole thing. 

I wast go back to the act establishing the 
department of education, passed on the 2d of 
March, 1867. You will perceive that the de- 
partment has only had a three years’ existence. 
The Senator from Michigan says it ought never 
to have had three minutes. ell, sir, as the 
Senator from Michigan was in the Senate when 
the bill was passed and [ was not, I would like to 
know from the Senator from Michigan whether 


: regentatives specify in the bill. 


do it so as to show the Senator from Michigan | reply to that in this way: that in the very act, 


, partment of education and devolved the func- 


no law giving the clerks that the House of Rep- ` 
I beg leave to 


an appropriation act, which abolished the de- 


‘ tionson a Bureau of Education, there was pro- 
; vision made for a chief clerk at $2,000, for one 


‘clerk at $1,800, and one clerk at $1,600, the 


very same that had existed when it was a de- 
partment of education. And now the result 
is that the amendment of the Committee on 


. Appropriations, so far as regards the clerical 


' force, is itself cutting down that which was 
` previously authorized by law. - 


before the Senate he opposed the establish- | 


ment of it, 


Mr. HOWARD. Ido not remember what 
I may have done on that occasion. My con- 


. appropriation was for last year; whether it was 
not precisely what the committee now recom: i 
' mend? i i : 


victions always have been that the bureau, so | 


called, was entirely useless and was nothing 
but an incambrance to the Government; and 


i 


such Í believe to be the fact and always will be i 


the fact. 


Mr. DRAKE. Very well, Mr. President, ` 


now is just as good a time as any other to de- 
termine whether this bureau shail continue to 
exist; and I beg the attention of the Senate 
to the facts of the case. Let us see what the 
ureau is, what it was established for. 
birty- Ninth 
hind the Fortieth and Forty-First in wisdom 
and good sense that it should be accused of 
establishing a department of the Government 


: a question? 
when the bill establishing the department was | Mr I 


'| nine, I understood the Senator. 
Mr. DRAKE. No, sir; lread theact which | 


Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me 


Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. a 
Mr. SAWYER. Fask the Senator what th 


Mr. DRAKE. The appropriation for the 
last year? i 
tion act of 1868. 

Mr. SAWYER. Eighteenhundredandsixty- 


{ was reading from the appropria- | 
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Mr. DRAKE. Suppose it to be so; if the 
Senator can find the appropriation act for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1870, ard 
shows that, what does he show? Simply a 

ng down of the appropriation last year 


. from that which was authorized at the very 


time the department was abolished and the 
bureau substituted. Now, the House of Rep- 
resentatives, in regard to the clerical force, 
asks us to go back to what it was fixed at in 
1868; and that is all they ask. 

Bat sir, there is another point of view. You 
willremark that in this $14.600 there are em- 
braced several items besides the clerical hire. 
Here is “stationery, S60U;”’ then ‘library, 
$1.000; collecting statistics, and writing and 
compiling matter for annual and special re- 
ports, $8,000; contingencies, $1,600." Those 
items enter into the $14,500. ‘The clerical ap- 
propriation isnot adollar more than it was by 
the act abolishing the department and creat- 
ing the bureau. What do we find in regard to 
incidentals? Why, sir, in the act of 1868 
there was not less than $10,600 appropriated 
for incidental expenses. Now, the appropri- 
ation of the House ony asks $5.860; only asks 
about one half what the act of 1868 gave. 

Sir, there are two things before the Senate 
in this connection: first, the objection to the 
existence of the bureau at all. If the Senate 
considers that. the bureau ought to cease to 
exist, then strike out the appropriation and 
declare that it shall cease to exist. On the 
other hand, if it is not to be abolished, the 
proper provision should be made tor making it 
effective. 1 call the attention of the Senate to 
the fact that the appropriation which the House 
put upon this bill 1s very much lower than any 
appropriation that was made for the same objects 


_ while it was a department, and yet the bureau 


is charged with all the duties and responsibil- 
ities that devolved upon the department. 

J hope, sir, that the amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriutions will not be agreed 
to. Why should we confer the means, the 
occasion, the opportunity for such remarks as 
the Senator from Michigan has made, assailing 
this institution of the Government, by crippling 
the bureau to such an extent that ic cannot do 


i anything, and then abolish it because it does 


nothing? One of two things should be done: 
either abolish the burean—come right square up 
to it and strike it out of existence—or else give 
it some vitality; give it back something of the 
force it had as a department, and do not pay a 
Commissioner $3,000 a year merely to hold his 


, hands and do nothing. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think it is 
now apparent that the committee acted wisely 


‘in not undertaking by an appropriation to 


change an established law upon a brinch of 
the public service. There is aothing more 


: absolutely necessary, if the Senate intends to 


| make any progress with the appropriation bills, 


: the service. 
“ tions of the Senate has confined itself to the 
' law as it stands that provided tor the Bureau 

| of Education, and the effort now is to change 
~” that service. 


; stated that he should have a-chief clerk at | 
$2,000, one clerk at $1,800, and one clerk at | 
: $1,600 from the act of 1868, making appropri- | 


ag . ations for the year ending June 30, 1869. 
e | 
Congress was not so very far | ations for the: year ending June 80, 1870, the | 


| 


Mr. SAWYER. The act making appropri- 


Senator will find, appropriates the same as is 


than tbat they should confine themselves to 
what the law is, and not undertake to regulate 
The Committee on Appropria- 


Mr. DRAKE. If the chairman of the com- 
mittee will permit me, I beg leave to say to 
him that the proposition he has jast enunciated 
is a mistake of facts; and I think I have it io 
my power in a moment to show the Senator 
that he is mistaken in the facts. , 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will hear it. 

Mr. DRAKE. When the department of 
edueation was abolished and the bureau sub- 
stituted, in the very act, in the very sec‘lon 
that did that thing, it provided fór the esm. 


` pensation of the Commissioner; for a chief 


' clerk at $2,000; for a c erk at $1,800; ind 


for a clerk at $1,600. In the very same jec- 


` tion that made the change that was the previs- 


recommended by the Committee on Appro- | 


priations in this bill. That is my impression. 


ion which was made; unl we only ask tc go 
back to that; thatis all, Since that tim? it 
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leas been reduced. I beg-the clidi¢man to look 
at the thing in that light. - 

: Mr, MORRILL, of Maine. 
the Senator read from? 

Mr. DRAKE. I read from the appropria- 
tion aet of 1868 for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1869. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Is that the 
repealing act? 

. Mr. DRAKE. That is the repealing act; 
to be found on page 106 of volume fifteen of 


What act does 


the Statutes-at-Large. Now, sir, all I ask is to | 


go back.to that. : 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
state that an additional reason which arises is 


' for by that bill. 


priations instead of striking out all of the clause 
after line eight hundred and seventeen that 
he strike out only down to the word “‘sta- 
tionery.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think the Sen- 
ator had better allow us to pass this bill mak- 
ing the appropriation as required by law; and 


when this other bill passes we can then make | 
the spproprietion intelligently to meet the | 
demands of the service as it shall be provided ' 


. 


Mr. DRAKE. [I still appeal to the chair- ` 


< man of the committee, 


the bill referred to. by my honorable friend from ` 


New Hampshire. 


there, and.been favorably reported upon in the 
Senate, which makes this a bureau and not an 
ofice. It isa bill entitled ‘A bill amendatory 


of an act establishing the office of education,” ; 
In this bill it is declared to be a Bureau | 


&e. 
of Education, and there are certain provisions 
in the bill which undoubtedly are intended to 
and do enlarge the service of the office of edu- 
cation which now exists. Now, I make this 
suggestion. I am not going to argue the ques- 
tion, because I do not wish to be understood as 
being hostile tothis Bureau of Education ; when 
that bill passes enlarging the service of the 


It seems that. this whole | 
subject has been under consideration in the ': 
House of Representatives, and a bill has passed | 
| committee can get me out of all this difficulty | 


Bureau’ of. Education, then will be the time to ' 


make yourappropriation. Atthe present time. 
Į submit to Senators they should allow it to 
stand as it was last year, and when the other 
bill passes we shall have ample time to make 
the appropriation necessary for the enlarged. 
service, because it is very clear that: you can- 


not make the appropriation now which will | 
anticipate the passage of the other bill. Ihope, ; 


therefore, the Senator from Missouri will not 
persist in his opposition to the amendment of 
the committee. 


“Mr. SAWYER: I have before me the act 


of Congress of A pril 10, 1869, one seetion of. | 


which reads as follows: .. 


. * That- the two clerks of class one in the office of 
4 zed by an act entitled ‘An act | 
making appropriations for the legislative, executive, ; 
and judicial expenses of the Government for the | 
30th of June, 1870,’ approved March 


education authorized 


year ending the 
3, 1869, shall be: appointed by the Seeretar. 
Interior, and all laws and parts of laws au 
the employment of other clerks in the department 
or office of education shall, after the commencement 
of the next fiscal year, be repealed.” .. ` 

~ This I quote to show that the committee did 
act exactly according to law; that the law pro- 
vided fortwo clerks there, and two only, and two 
clerks af class one, instead of those which were 
before provided. for the Bureau of Education. 
The. facta are that. when the department of 
edueation existed certain clerks were provided 
for. -When the department of education was 
absorbed into. the: Department of .the Interior 
the same clerks, were provided for; but last 
year ia the appropriation. act the appropriation 
was. made for two-clerks of class one, and only. 
that, arid all provisions authorizing any others 
were repesled. . .. >; DA 
. Mr, PATTERSON, , Lask. my friend if that 
was not an act of legislation in an appropria- 
tion bil? ooo oa g 

. Mr. SAWYER.. It:was.an act of legislation 
in an appropriation bill... SA N 
iMr. CONKLING. -It was restrictive, how- 


ever, . ' Pere ae fat a. i : 
Mr. SAWYER. I do not quote this to show 
that it is not competent for the Senate to put 
into thig appropriation bill the provision which 
the House has put into it, for. I am rather 
desirous ‘than other wise-that it should be there, 
bat to relieve the. committee from the charge 
of having gone contrary.to law in this matter, 
for they have done exactly what: the statute 


required, se yi 

.. Mr. DRAKE. . J did not know of that fact 
at, the time I spoke; but now.I wish to suggest 
tp the chairman of the. Committee-on Appro- 


ef the 


orizing | 


I was going to |, a 
| my friend, if he desires to do so, when this 
other bill passes, can amend it and provide for | 


i Hampshire contemplates bringing before the 
|! Senate—— i 


| there for incidental expenses instead of strik- 
| ing out both the clerical force and the inci- 
i dental expenses. Ph er il 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Suppose it ' 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I suggest that ` 


the appropriation called for by the terms of | 


Mr. DRAKE. But the chairman of the | 


the bill on the very bill itself. i 
! 


and get the Senate ont of it very easily. There : 


' ought to be appropriations made for the inci- 


dental expenses of the bureau. Now the law. 
stands, as he says it does, in regard to the 
clerical force. lask him just to strike out so | 
much of the House provision as refers to the ; 
clerical force, and leave the appropriation | 


should turn out that that is all provided for 
in this bill which the Senator from 


Mr. DRAKE. And which may never pass ; 


and if it does not pass the result is you haye | 
got the Bureau of Education here, with a Com- | 
| missioner and two clerks, without, a dollar for || 


incidental expenses. `. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I suggest tothe. | 
| afternoon,.and we had an understanding on 


Senator that ifthe additional force is not given, 


of course he would not need so much for inci» ‘| 


dental expenses. —- . : 
Mr. DRAKE. We have only about one 
half what we gave the department, with about. 


the same clerical force there is here. 


is open to amendment? _. bets “ts 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Epmunps 


in the chair.) Certainly it isopen to amend- || 


ment. : at . . ; 
_ Mr. CONKLING. Not to an amendment | 
increasing the amount, however, I submit. . 


would tell.me exactly how I. can get at the: 
point I am anxious to get,at. I wish to keep | 
in, the appropriation for the incidental ex- | 
penses, of the bureau and leave the amend- | 
ment of the Committee on Appropriations in | 
regard to. the. clerical, force as they have 


reported itt son, pind Ne are a 
. The PRESIDING OFKICER..,.Itisin order | 
to-move to amend the paragraph or section by | 
way of perfecting it preparatory to its being | 
all Ph eh out. Therefore, it would be in | 
order for the Senator to move to strike outall | 
of the text, except such words as. he wishes ' 
to retain, before the question is taken:on the : 
italicised amendment of the committee. | 
r, € he amendment of the com- | 
mittee strikes out the whole appropriation for. | 
clericak¥orce and for incidental expenses... I | 
wish to take.the sense of the Senate upon leav- | 
ingin the appropriation for incidental expenses. 
Mr. MORRI L, of Maine. I suggest to the | 
Senator that be. move ‘to strike out what he 
thinks should go.out. Beginning.in line eight 
hundred .and nineteen he ean move to strike | 
out ‘‘one clerk at $1,800, one clerk at, $1,600, | 
one clerk at $1,400, one messenger at $840.” 
presume the Senator is willing that those | 
words should go out. 


go out. The lawis in favor of the committee’s 
amendment, : 


Lask | 
the Chair if the amendment of the committee || 


-. Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


Then why not 
move to strike them out? 


New . 
| be taken up, 


| 
H 
} 
{ 


l 
f 
{ 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour 
of half past four o’clock having arrived, by 
order of the Senate it takes a recess until half 
past seven o’clock this evening. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate reassembled at half past seven 
o’clock p. m. 

NIAGARA RIVER BRIDGE. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Would not this be a good 
time to pass the Niagara bridge bill? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the better bill 
to take up would be the bill to abolish the 
privilege of franking. [Laughter. | 

Mr.SUMNER. Iam for the Niagara bridge 
bill, Let us have that bill. 

. Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should like 
to inquire whether the Senator from Minne- 
sota wishes to pass the franking privilege bili 
now? [Laughter.] 

Mr. RAMSEY. If it is the general desire 
of the. Senate, of course I should like to have 
it acted upon now. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam in favor of taking 
up that bill. ; 

Mr. RAMSEY. Very well. 

..Mr. SUMNER. If the Senate will adopt 
my substitute. we .can have a unanimous vote 


upon it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Oh, no; let us take up the 
Niagara bridge bill. 

Mr. FENTON. I hope the bridge bill will 
It is a local bill to which there 
is, I think, no opposition. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The bill is very much desired 
by all the parties interested. 

Mr. TRUMBULL.. I understand the Sen- 
ator from Michigan [Mr. CHANDLER] has an 
amendment to offer to it. 

Mr. FENTON. I conferred with him this 


the. subject. 
about it. à 
. Mr. RAMSEY. The bill will not occupy five 
minutes. It is the general desire of all parties 
interested in the subject that the bill should 
pass... The contractors are now prepared to go 
gn with the work. It is House bill No. 489. 
There can be no objection to it. .. 
ThePRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Epmunps 


There is now no disagreement 


:, inthe chair.) The Senator from Minnesotaasks 


unanimous consent to lay aside informally the 


breasinig Hip amodol; However; Taanit. a pending bill for the purpose of proceeding with 
r. . Ishould be glad if the Chair. || 


the bill indicated by him. Is there objection? 

Mr. PRATT. I object. . A 
Mr. FENTON. I hope the Senator from, 
Indiana will withdraw his objection. It will 
not take more than three minutes to pass ‚the 


Mr. PRATT. _ I object solely on the ground. 
that the Senate is thin to-night. There is, nat 
a quorum here. I do not;know anything about 
the measure. — yaa 
..Mr. RAMSEY. It is so very. upobjectignr 
able that if the Senator will only. hear it read 
T.am sure he will not-object.to it. ; <.. 

Mr. HAMLIN and others... Let it be read. 

The. PRESIDING OFFICER, If there be 


| no objection the bill will be read for informa- 


tion. 

The Secretary read the bill (H R. No. 489) 
to authorize the construction and maintenance 
of a bridge across. the Niagara river. It pro- 
vides that any bridge. and its appurtenances 
which shall be constracted across the Niagara 
river. from the city of Buffalo, New York, to. 
Canada, in pursuance of the provisions of 
an. act of the Legislature of the State of 
New York entitled *‘ An act to incorporate the 
International Bridge Company,” passed April 
17, 1857, or ofany actor acts of the Legislature 


¢ pooper h a |! amending the same, shall be lawful structures, 
Mr. DRAKE. Iam willing that they should 


and shall beso held and taken, and are au- 
thorized tọ be constructed and. maintained as 
provided by. the act and such amendments 
thereto, anything in any law or laws of the 
United States to the contrary notwithstanding ; 


1870. 


and such bridge is declared to be an estab- || 
lished post Aar for the mails of the United i 
States; but this act is not to be construed to ` 
authorize the construction of any bridge which 
shall not permit the free navigation of the 
river to substantially the same extent as would 
be enjoyed under the provisions of the New 
York act and the amendments thereto, here-: 
tofore enacted and now in force; but theloca- - 
tion of any bridge, the construction of which 
is hereby authorized, is to be subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of War; and such 
bridge is to have at least two draws of notless 
than two hundred feet in width, in the clear, 
between the piers, which are to be located at 
the points best calculated to accommodate the . 
commerce of the river; and the location and 
plan of them are to be subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of War. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is thereany 
objection to the present consideration of the 
bill? 

Mr. PRATT. I withdraw my objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection. The bill is before the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole; and - 
the amendment reported by the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was in lines twenty-four and twenty-five, to 
strike out the words ‘‘of not less than two | 
hundred feet in width in the clear between the | 
piers,” and after the word “location,” in line 
twenty-seven, to insert the word ‘‘width;’’ so | 
that the proviso will read: 

And provided further, That such bridgcoshall have 
at least two draws which. shall be located at the 
points best calculated to accommodate the commerce 
of said river; and the location, width, and plan of 


the same shall be subject to the approval of the . 
Secretary of War- ; 


The amendment was agreed to. . 


Mr. RAMSEY. I offer a farther amend- | 
ment at the instance of the Committee on Post , 
Offices and Pest Roads, to come in-as an addi- , 

‘ uonal proviso: E 

And provided farther, That the bridge herein named | 
shail be. subject in its construction to the super- , 
vision of the Secretaryof War of the United States, 
to whom all plans and specifications relative to its 
construction shall be submitted for approval; and 
all railway companies desiring to use the said bridge 
shall have and be entitled to equalrights and privi- 
legesin the passage of tho some, and in the use of 
the machinery and fixtures thereof, and of all the | 


approaches therete. 
Mr. FENTON. This language was taken ` 
from the act of the New York Legislature. . 
Mr. HAMLIN. Ido not care what it was | 
taken from. The other language ought to be 
inserted. 1 think the amendment differs from | 
what it was when it came from the committee. 
The committee agreed to it in a somewhat 
different form, by having at the end of it the 
words “upon such terms and conditions as | 
shall be prescribed by the Secretary of War,” 
or equivalent words. ‘fhe reason: for putting 
those words there is that one company built 
this bridge, and this amendment gives other | 
companies the: right to go over. the bridge. | 
That is all very right; but I submit that the | 


parties who built the bridge ought to have some || - 


compensation for the use of it, and they get 
none at all by the amendment as it now stands: 
Mr. FENTON. Ifthe Senator will allow 
me for a moment, I will say that there is no =| 
language which was agreed on: by the com- | 
mittee that has not been reported and now ‘| 
adopted. ; 
r. HAMLIN. Lamon 
now, Be 
Mr. FENTON. This was a proviso added 
to the bill after conference with the interests 
in Canada and the persons. representing here 
the various lines in the United States, and is 
substantially the latter clause of the seventh | 
Section of theact of 1857, as passed by the New ‘| 
York Legislature. 1 believe there is nothing | 
in this that was not in the original bill as it i 
Cametrom the committee, except the omission | 


of a proposition that they shall have at least | 
two tracks, i i ga 


j 


thecommittee, and 


id 


` that the Senator refers tothe amendment now 


: it. 
| am a member. 


` ulates what the bridge shall be,.om whether it 


p that this proviso does: not guard the public 
` occurs to me, in the hands of the; company, 


_ and protects the rights of the public no further 
., than that act -protects them. It may be that 


' tect the public rights; and my suggestion is 
| that whether it does or not will depend entirely 


:- Mr. FENTON. . No, sir; -I think not. 


Mr. HAMLIN. This amendment wag sub- | 
mitted to the committee and the words which 
I have suggested were put upon it by vote of 
the committee. 

Mr. FENTON. Ibeg pardon; I perceive 
proposed. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir. . 4 

Mr. FENTON. I have no ebjeetion to those 
words being added. i | 

Mr. RAMSEY. Very well; let those words ; 
be added. i i ! 
Mr. FENTON. I suppose the Senator from 


Maine refers to words erased in this amend- <! 


ment. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir. 


Mr. FENTON. Very well; let those worda | 


be added to the amendment as offered. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Let the Secretary read the - 
words. “| 
The Carer Currx. The words erased in the. 
amendment sent up were at its close: 
Under and upon such terms and conditions as 


shall be prescribed by the Secretary of War, if the 
parties shall not agree. . . 


Mr. HAMLIN. That is it. a 
Mr. HAMLIN. That: provision evidently: 
ought to be there.- They ought not to make 
this bridge for other parties. It: is going to 
cost them $1,000,000 or more. . 
Mr. RAMSEY. Very well; let us not de- 


bate it. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questioa | 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Min- 


nesota, _ ` : 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to ask | 


my colleague if he has charge of this bill—— |! 


Mr. HAMLIN. No, I have not charge of : 

It came from the committee of which I , 
The Senator from Minnesota 
has charge of the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I notice by the , 
phraseology of the bill that it authorizes the : 
bridge to be built and declares it a legal struc- į 
ture, and says it. shall. not interfere with the | 


i 
t 


, navigation of the river to any greater extent |, 
* than is provided by the act-to which it refers, 


an act of the State of New York which eathor- 
izes the constraction of the bridge, . Can the 
Senator from: Minnesota: iaform the. Senate 
what that act authorizes, whether that act stip- 


is left entirely discretionary with the parties? 
because. if it leaves it. :antirely discretionary 
with the. corporation. it will be seen at once 


interests at.all, hut leaves them entirely, as it 


that act sufficiently protects tho public rights; 
but evidently the bill : here. undertakes to pro- 


on the construetion.of theact to which it refers. 
Perhaps some Senator is familiar. with the 
terma of that act and can tell.- 
Mr. FENTON... The act of New: York of, 
1857 which is referred to, and thé amendments, 
I believe, of 1866 to that act, seem tó me, as 
I have examined them hastily, ‘very well 
guarded to protect the pubiic interests. ae 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Allow me to 
ask the Senator from New York if that act 
specifies the width of the span of the bridge? 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It will be seen 
that the bill, as introduced here, specified the 
length of the span, two hundred or two hun: 
dred and fifty feet, I think ;..but now that is 


struck out, and-it: is. left to be built: in: con- || 


my with the act of the Legislature of New 
York. . Maree Beha Bhp settee 
Mr. RAMSEY. Under the discretion of 
the Secretary of War. > iu Dirsek Lege 
: Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Secretary 
has no discretion as to that. : 
‘Mr. RAMSEY: Entirely.. : Phe width of | 
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the span'and the draws are left to the Secre- 
tary of War. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think it quite 
extraordinary that the whole subject of the 
commerce of a river should be left to the dis- 
cretion of the Seeretary of War. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Under the instructions of 
the engineer department almost all the great 
works of the country are now subject to his 
supervision. | 

Ir. MORRILL, of Maine. No; that is a 
matter of fact to be determined by the law- 
making power. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The wants of commerce 


: may require a larger draw than the Legislature 


of New York or Canada has provided for. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. But who is to 


. be the judge of. its wants? 


Mr. RAMSEY. The Secretary of War. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I never knew of 
such an instance as that.. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was about to call 


| attention to the same thing. Here is this river 


. which, if improvements should be made below 


i 


| 
i 


i work to the Secretary of War. 


Buffalo, might be navigable to a very great 
; ‘| extent by vessels passing to the upper lakes. 
Mr. FENTON. I have no objection to that. i 


Mr. NYE. It is now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And the provision here 
is for erecting a bridge, without determining at 
all what the width of the draw isto be. When 
we have authorized bridges to be erected on 
the Ohio river we have required a draw of at 
least four hundred feet in the clear. I have 
just looked at one statute to see what our pro- 
visions are in those cases. Here is one: 

“That the consent of Congress be, and the same is 
hereby, given to the erection of a bridge over the 
Ohio river, from the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, to the 
city of Newport, Kentucky, by the Newport and Cin- 
cinnati Bridge Company.’ : = bd ig 
‘* Provided, That said bridge is built with an un- 
broken or continuous span of not less than four 
hundred feet in the clear.” : 

_ The Senator from Minnesota insisted upon 
that condition in that case. Now, we are 
about to authorize a bridge over the Niagara 
river without determining what the width of 
the draw is to be, leaving the whole thing to 
be determined by the Secretary of War. It 
seems to me that that is a very extraordinary 
provision; and further than that, we are author- 


i izing the construction of this bridge according 
| to a law that we know nothing about; and not 


only according to a law that we know nothing 
about, .but.accérding to laws hereafter to be 
assed, as I understand this bill. This bill 
eclares— A go, 
That any bridge and its appurtenances which 
shall be constructed across the Niagara river from 
the city of Baffalo, New York, to Canada, in pursu- 
ce of the provisions of an act of the Legislature 
of the State of New York entitled “Anact to incor- 
porate the International Bridge Company,’ passed 
April 17, 1857, or of any aet or acts of said Legisla-~ 
ture amending the same. - yi 
-. We have not got that act; it has not, been 
stated to the Senate what the legislation of. 
New York is; and then—— et lay gid 
Mr. RAMSEY. Read. the: provision. that 
says the Secretary of War shall supervise it. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Tam not for vesting the 
Secretary of War with the authority to determ- 
ine tle character of the bridges that are to 
be erected over our great navigable streams. 
The Senator from Minnesota would not allow 
that a year ago; he was very particular—— © 
Mr. RAMSEY. But in almost all your bills 
recently passed for bridging the great rivers 
of the West you leave the supervision of the 


Mr. TRUMBULL. But we fx the width of 
the draw, and have done so-in: every instance. 
Mr. FENTON, I see no objection taleav- 
ing the width.of the draw in... i-th 
Mr. TRUMBULL. - Bat.it ought to be four 
hundred instead of twohundred feet. :- `. 
--Mr. FENTON. -I do notsee that there .is 
any necessity fora draw of that.width.. I doubt 
whether a bridge eould be constructed there 
with a draw of that width. Cats 
- Mr, TRUMBULL, .: It ean be there as well 
as anywhere else. te aes OS 
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Mr. SUMNER. I have been told that with 
two hundred feet width it will be an impossi- 


bility there. 

Mr. FENTON. I should think it would be 
very difficult. ‘The stream is very rapid there. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We built a bridge of two 
hundred and fifty feet, and then one of three | 
hundred feet, and both are now pronounced || 
to be nuisances on the Ohio river; and the : 
Niagara river is a river much more important, ; 
because the time will come when we shall get 
around the Brie ornat, and get rid of going | 
through it and go around the falls. | — 

Mr. TRUMBULL. They are nuisances 
because the span is now too narrow at three | 
hundred feet. it 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly it is; and the | 
later laws require four hundred feet. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Here-it was proposed 
to build one of two hundred feet in the first . 
place; but the committee have struck that ` 


out. : S 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should certainly op- | 


pose any bill that would throw a bridge across | q 


the Niagara river unless navigation was suffi- | 
ciently protected. fi 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I think a four hundred | 
feet span ought to be required. ! 
Mr. FENTON. Ihave sent for the statutes ` 
of New York, but E find that the Library is | 
closed. The proviso and the bill recite sub- 
stantially all that îs important to the protec- || 
tion of the publie in the passage of this bill. | 
I believe now, upon further reflection, that the : 
act of New York mentions the width of the 
draw, the same as was provided in this bill | 
before the amendment was made by the com- 
mittee, which is two hundred or two hundred 
and fifty feet., I donot know that there is any | 
objection to having it reinserted in the bill. I 
am not authorized to consent to any width of 
draw larger than that mentioned in the original 
bill, ford think that is taken from the act I 
referred to as passed by the Legislature of 
New York in 1857. i KOE ; 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from New 
York remarked that they could not build a 
bridge with a four hundred feet draw over the 
Niagara river. wes 
Mr. FENTON. I do not know that they 


could. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why not there as well 
as on the Ohio or the Mississippi? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think I’ must 
insist on the regular order. This bill will evi- 
dently lead to considerable debate. — oe 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


t June, 1871. 


from Maine calls for the regular order.. The 
bill before the Senate will therefore be laid 
aside, and the Senate will resume the consid- 
eration of the legislative appropriation bill. 
Mr. SPRAGUE. Before thatis done Task 
the chairman of the committee to allow me to 
offer a resolution ealling for papers from a 
Department. on ee Ca i 
Mr. MORRILE, of Maine. Certainly.: 
_.. ANTHONY POLLOCK’S REPORT. 
Mr. SPRAGUE. submitted the. following 


resolution; which. was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: ... A 


- Resolved, That the Secretary of tho Treasury far- 
nish for the use of the Senate a copy ofa report 
made by Anthony Pollock to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the last of 1863 or the beginning of 1864, 
relating to the operations of the Bank of England 
and the Bank of France. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPBIATION BILLS. 


‘Mr. ANTHONY. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment to the pending appropriation bill, Housd 
bill. No. :974, to be referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. ‘This amendment:is re- 
ported from the select Committee on the Rules. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend: 
ment will be’ received and referred to the 
Committee on-Appropristions, — nese 

Mr. RAMSEY ‘submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to ‘the bill (H. R.: No. 
1169) making appropriations for the current 
and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 


ment for the year ending June 80, 1871; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Appropria- | 
tions. | 

Mr. SCHURZ submitted an amendment | 
intended to be proposed to the bill (H. R. No. © 
974) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 


amendment, which was to insert after the word 
t dollars,” in line eight hundred aud twenty- 
six, the following proviso: 


Provided, That from and after the 30th day of 
June, 1870, the clerical forcein the office of said Com- 
missioner shall be as in this section authorized. 


Mr. DRAKE. That amendment is offered 


_ with the view aud hope that the Senate will 


1871; which was referred to the Committee on |, 
Appropriations. | 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. | 
. The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 


No. 974) making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th of - 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- | 
tion is on agreeing to the amendment reported 
by the Committee on Appropriations in rela- 


‘| tion to the Bureau of Education. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I want to in- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- | 
tion is on agreeing to the amendment reported | 


by the Committee on Appropriations, to strike | 


out from line eight hundred and nineteen to į 
eight hundred and twenty-six, inclusive, the ' 
words in brackets, and to insert the words in 


| italics preceding the same, in the printed bill ; 


in relation to the Bureau of Education. | 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I understood 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Drake] to | 
offer an amendment to the amendment of the 
committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He did not 
offer any amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I hope the 
Senate willnot concur with the Committee on 
Appropriations in this amendment. If this is 
the most proper subject for reduction that there 
is in this bill it shows a very careful scrutiny on 
the part of that committee. My impression is | 
most decidedly that a :prejudice exists against 
this ape in consequence of the way 
in which the office has been filled heretofore. 
We had a very worthy and most accomplished 
gentleman as Commissioner, but his age was 
so great that he could not show himselfan effi- 
cient, energetia: executive officer, and for that 
reason and no other the office is somewhat 
under a shade. Now, that objection is re- 
moved. We- have a younger man, au efficient | 
man at the head of the bureau, one who has | 
already distinguished himself in Tennessee in 
the administration of duties: similar to those | 
which ‘he'will be called ‘upon now to discharge. 


ought to appropriate enough to. enable this : 
new officer:to organize his forces. so as by the 
next session or within a year to bring about | 
some results. I admit it is an experiment, but 
it is an experiment that ought to be fairly and 
honestly tried;. and without appropriating 
more thana sum sufficient to pay the salary 
of a Commissioner and two clerks it obviously | 
cannot be done... ` . i 
Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, I was-disposed | 
this afternoon at the time the recess was taken | 
to accede to the 
aring the clerical force of this office; but now : 
lL .would first prefer to do in this appropriation | 
bill just what has been-done in all the appro- 
priation bills with reference to the clérical force 
in this department. It has been established 
from the first, and subsequently increased or 
diminished in appropriation bills; and there 
was. no more propriety in the appropriation act | 
in 1869 in reducing the clerical force than there | 
would be now in this act in increasing it. Now, | 
in order to get at the sense of the Senate with | 
regard to this bureau, I send to the Chair an | 
amendment to the amendment, to come in at : 
the end of the clause.. oan | 
Thé Secretary read the 


‘amendment to the | 


uire what the exact question is. i! 


prone appropriation meas- | 


. else abolish it altogether. 


disagree to the amendment of the committee, 
and will restore the clerical force to whatit was 
in the first instance and from which it was 
reduced last year. The circumstances under 
which the bureau is going ou now are very dif- 
ferent from what they were before. I think we 
ought either to give this burean a fair trial or 
If this amendment 
should be adopted, then I hope the Senate will 


` reject the amendment offered by the Commit- 


tee on Appropriations. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on agreeing to the amendment moved by the 


. Senator from Missouri to the amendment of 
' the Committee on Appropriations. 


i 
| 
i 
i 


The question being put, it was declared that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask for a division. 

Mr. WILSON. Do not divide the Senate 


now. 
' Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senate is 
not very full at present. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My own conviction is that 
this is a useless and impracticable appropria- 
tion. - If it is intended for the benefit of edu- 
cation—an object we all certainly ought to have 
in view—it is totally insufficient. Every State 
in this Union, I believe, now provides by its 
constitution for common-school education. I 
believe the common-school system is now in- 
grafted on the policy of every State without 
exception. Since the admission of the south- 
ern States the system of common schools is 
universal. What has the national Government 
to do with it? Is it proposed to appropriate 
money to carry out and sustain schools by the 
national Government? In the State of Ohio we 
have a fund which, I believe, now amounts to 
three or four million dollars annually, securing 
to every young person not only a common- 
school education, but at his choice a pretty 
good collegiate education in the higher classes 
of schools. Nothing this Government can do 
within the amount any one would propose to 


appropriate could add to the benefits of the 


system. The system has now become universal 
in the States. If the States are good for anything 
at all, if they are to have any powers whatever, 
they must have the care and custody of their 


' children and the charge of the domestic rela- 
We ought either to abolish the whole thing and |: 
not appropriate a:dollar, for the small sum || 
that is proposed to be appropriated will:be || 
entirely useless -and: thrown away, or else we |; 


tions of life. It seems to me we ought to leave 
it with them. I would rather vote to abolish this 
bureau ingrafted on us at the close of the war 
as a kind of experiment. Suppose we appro- 
priate this sum.of money and organize a bureau 
here with the Commissioner and half a dozen 
clerks, what can they do? 

Mr. DRAKE. Only three clerks. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I know; but what can 
they do? : 

Mr. DRAKE. If the honorable Senator 
from Ohio will permit me, I think he was not 


; in his seat this afternoon when I read the sec- 


tion of the act establishing the department in 
the first place. It. seems to me that that is 
quite a sufficient answer to the remarks of 
the gentleman; but I do not wish to interrupt 


him. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iwas here and heard the 
debate this afternoon, and I was here when 
this bureau was organized. It was then called 
an experiment, and it was an experiment that 
utterly failed. What value is there now to the 
books that have been published by the Bureau 
of Education? This expense is only. an enter- 
ing wedge. The cost of the publication of its 
books, the vasious expenses that we have been 
put:'to, of what good are they? The schools 
throughout the United States have their own 
voluntary organization, just as different soci- 
eties have. ‘They have their modes of meeting 
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and their modes of correspondence. I eannot 


see any good whatever that will result from | 


this appropriation. The habit of multiplying 


| 


the bureaus of the various Departments of the | 


Government has gone a great way. We have 
a bureau for almost everything now in the 
national Government. My own opinion is that 
it would be better to abolish some of them. It 
was expected at the last session of Congress 
by an amendment, if I remember correctly, 


and got rid of. I do not think we ought to 
take a backward step. I am a little surprised, 


indeed, that the House of Representatives now, | 
when they are proposing to reduce expenses, | 


should put back this appropriation to some- 
thing like the old standard. 


ing themselves to an appropriation to carry 
into effect the existing law. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to makea suggestion 
to the Senator from Ohio, and it is one the 
force of which must be obvious to him when 
be casts his eye around the Senate. I appeal 


question to be taken in the Senate, and not 
call for a division uow? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think that the Senator 
from Missouri ought to withdraw his amend- 
ment and submit it in the Senate when we 
bave a full Senate. The action of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations ought to be taken to 
be final until reversed. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do not think it amounts 


toa finger’s difference which way it is done, ' 
g y 


so that we have a full Senate to settle it. My 


I am very glad to | 
see our Committee on Appropriations confin- |; 


said that he hoped we should take no back- | 
ward step; and yet his speech and his propo- 
sition was a backward step. Sir, there is 
nothing that any State or any nation can do 


: for education that is not for civilization itself; . 
‘and now the Senator from Ohio is against 


appropriating a paltry sum of $10,000 for 
‘education. 
Mr. SHERMAN. No; for two or three . 


< clerks. i 
put on an appropriation bill reducing this | 
bureau, that it would be gradually abolished ` 


‘us that in his great State $8,000,000 are set : ant messengers, at $720 each;’’ and in lines 


: eight hundred and fifty-nine and eight hundred 


Mr. SUMNER. My friend will pardon me, 
for education. He is against making this paltry 
appropriation for education, and he reminds - 


apart for this purpose. Is it not-shameful that 
while $8,000,000 are set apart for this purpose 


_ The next amendment was to insert after line 
eight hundred and forty-three the following 
item: : 

For rent of building on G street, corner of Eighth 
street, from the 8th day of May, 1870, until the lst 
day of June, 1871, at an annual rental of not exced- 
ing $10,000, to be determined by the Secretary of the 


Interior, such sum as may be necessary is hereby 
appropriated. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the General Land Office, to strike out 


| in line eight hundred and fifty-seven, ‘‘ three 
` assistant messengers’? and insert ‘‘ four assist- 


: in his great State, so small a sum as is now ' 


impression is that I shail vote with the Senator | 


from Ohio. 


Mr. SHERMAN, ` Indeed, I would not take 


time to speak on the subject now, only that if, 


J did not the time would be consumed in some 
other way. I hope the Senator from Mis- 
souri will withdraw his amendment and sub- 
mit it when the Senate is full. 


Now, there - 


has been a division, and unlessthe amendment - 


is withdrawn there is no way except to have 
it offered before the Senate. ; 
Mr. WILSON. [think it would-be better 
to have the vote in a fall Senate ; but if that is 
not to be I wish simply to say that I assented 
to this change that was made in committee ; 


but since then, from what I have learned in | 


regard to the matter, I have been. led to a dif- 
ferent conclusion. . 1 think one thing ought to 
be taken into consideration as a practical fact. 
When we established this bureau we did not 


give to it much to do, and we put a gentleman | 


there who could not have done it if we had 
given him anything to.do. In fact the affair 
was established rather for his benefit, I appre- 
hend. At that time we had the Freedmen’s 
Bureau, which did agreat deal for the cause of 
education. Now that bureau ends, and we ought 
to consider that this bureau has thus some- 
thing to do, to encourage education in portions 
of the country where it needs encouragement. 
It needs nothing ia New England, nothing in 
New York, nothing in the great States of the 
West; but in the southern country there cannot 
be any question that something should be done 
to encourage the establishment of schools and 
the education of the peuple in that section of 
country, Therefore | shall vote for the propo- 
sition made by the Senator from Missouri; but 
I think it will be better to move it ina full Sen- 
ate, when we can havea full vote, and proceed 


now to act upon those portions of the bill that : 


there will be but little opposition to. - 


Mr. DRAKE. 1 was going to suggest, if . 


the chairman of the Committee on Appropri- | 
ations has no ‘objection, to just pass over this ; 


Portion of the bill until to-morrow, when we 
come into a full Senate, and recur to it then. 


_Mr. MORRIEL, of Maine. 1 have no objec- 
tion to that. ; 


' may be brought together which can be laid 


Mr. SUMNER. . Before that passes away I ` 
Wish to make one comment on a single word © 


of the Senator from Ohio. 


The Senator |` 


proposed is to be set apart by the nation? 


Am | told that the nation has nothing to do `; 


with this question? Allow meto reply at once, 
it has everything to do with it; it has more to 


| do with it than the State of Ohio, inasmuch as 
i in the nation are all the States. 
' one State; all the States compose the nation; : 
| and the nation is responsible for the civiliza- 
to him if it is not better to allow the final | 


Ohio is only 


tion of all the States. ‘The nation is the pre- 


| siding genius, not only of Ohio, but of all the |' 
lÍ associate States of the Union. 


Therefore, sir, | 
should the nation by every means in its power, , 
by appropriation, by a department, by a bu- 
rean, by clerks, by officers. do everything pos- 
sible to promote the interests of education. 
But the question may be asked, What ean it 
do? With the sum proposed, unhappily very 
little; too little. But let us not give up doing 
even that little. A little in such a cause is 
much. 
accumulated, statistics may be gathered, facts 


If nothing else, information may be || 


before those interested in education all over 
our own country and in foreign lands. ‘That 
may be a specific object of the Bureau of Edu- : 
cation. 

Then again, it may supply a general impulse | 
to education in every State, even in Ohio, with 
its $3,000,000 appropriated to that purpose. 
Permit me to say the State of Ohio, great as it 


fi 
i 
I 
j 
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is, is not yet above the reach of educational in- 
fluences, and E am sure that this bureau, if | 
properly organized, might be of advantage even |; 


to the great State which my friend represents ; 
with so much ability on this floor. I therefore 
adopt the language of my friend when he said, 
“ Let us take no backward step.” 
increase this appropriation rather than dimin- 
ish it. I wish it were $100,000; ay, sir, 


$500,000. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I hope this | 
amendment will be allowed to pass over for 
the present, and go on with the rest of the bill. | 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis proposed 
that this item in the bill, entitled ‘‘ Bureau of | 
Education,” be passed by informally for further | 
consideration. 
be passed by. 

Mr. SAWYER. In what-condition does that | 


leave the ernend mens proposed Dy te Sonno | point of fact, if this additional officer should 


r 
Ths PRESIDING OFFICER. Tt leayes tliat the discharge of the duties of the Patent Office 


from Missouri? > . 


pending for consideration in the Senate when 
the subject shail be a 
Mr. SAWYER. ‘Not decided? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Notdecided. i 


The Chair hears none, and the Clerk will con- 
tinue the reading of the bill, and the amend- | 
ments proposed by the Committee on Appro- | 
priations will be acted on in their order. 

ue Secretary resumed the reading of the | 
bill. 


The next amendment of the Committee on į. 


‘Appropriations was after ‘“‘ 1869,” in line eight 
hundred and thirty-two, to insert ‘‘ creating the 
office of superintendent of the Interior De- : 
partment;’’ so as to make the clause read: 


And section seven of the act of April 10, 1869, cre- 
ating the office of superintendent of the Interior 
Department, is hereby repealed. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


I would |; 


If there be no objection it will į; 


in taken up. ji 


| 
| 


i 
| 
i 
t 
1 


and sixty, to increase the total amount appro- 
priated from $171,720 to $171,800. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the appropria- 


` tions for the Indian Office, after ‘ messenger,” 


in line eight hundred and eighty-six, to insert 
“at $720, and in line eight hundred and 
eighty-eight to increase the appropriation from 
$2,260 to $2.280; so asto make the clause read: 

For one messenger, one assistant messenger at $720, 


' and one laborer; in all, $2,280. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment wus in the clause mak- 
ing appropriation for the Pension Office, after 
‘“ five assistant messengers,’’ in line eight hun- 
dred and ninety-seven, toinsert ‘‘at $720each,”’ 
and in lines eight hundred and ninety-nine and 
nine hundred to increase the total amount 
appropriated from $327,800 to $327,900. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike out of 
the appropriations for the Patent Office the fol- 
lowing item in lines nine hundred and ten and 
nine hundred and eleven: 

For assistant commissioner, $3,000. 

Mr.WILLEY. Unlessthere be some inform- 
ation in the possession of the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations more than I have 
I doubt the expediency of this amendment. I 
do not know what the considerations were 


` which led the committee to propose it. 


; one hundred and thirty-two persona. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
priation for a new office. 

Mr. WILLEY. Idesire to make a statement 
to the Senate which I think ought to convince 


tis an appro- 


; the chairman of the committee that this new 


office proposed ought.to be created. Although 
it creates a new office yet this appropriation 
bill provides for many less officers in the Pat- 
ent Office than have been provided for hereto- 
fore. Last year, by the acts of 3d of March, 
1869, and 10th of May, 1869, the clerical force 
of the Patent Office, not including examiners, 
and females and laborers, consisted in all of 
Accord- 
ing to the provisions of this-bill these empioyés 
amount only to one hundred and nineteen, 
go that there is a lesa force employed by the 
appropriation in this bill than was by the appro- 


priation in the bills of last year of about thir- 


teen clerks of various classes. So that ia 
be allowed, the expense will be much less for 
this year than it was last year. 


Then, in point of fact, there can be no ob- 
jection on that ground. The Commissioner 


Is there objection to its being passed over? of Patents does not ask the force this year that 


' he had last year to discharge the duties of that 


‘office; but he does ask that he may havea 


gentleman specially set apart to assist him in 
the discharge of his peculiar duties, and I beg 


‘to ask the attention of the Senate for a moment 


to an extract from a note which I have received 
from the Commissioner. He states that the 
assistant commissioner is to perform the duties 


: of the superintendent of the annual report, and 


to relieve the Commissioner, ‘‘ for, as I have 


i stated in my report, no One man can now per- 
| form the duties of Commissioner. 


From May 
1 to December, 1869, I was not out of my 
office but six nights, except during my vacation ; 


„and I usually work eleven hours per day. 
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Still, the work gains upon me.” He atates | Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to gay 


that the motion of the Committee of the Whole 
of the House to strike out this appropriation 
received but few votes, and be hopes the 


Senate will allow this provision to be retained | 


which the House bill contains. Any person 
at all conversant with the affairs of that office 
must know that the duties of the Commissioner 
are Very arduous and more than he can dis- 
charge properly, If he could have an asaist- 
ant, who would take from him the special duty 
of superintending the preparation of the annual 
report, it would leave him much more time 
and leisure to devote to the special duties of 
his aflice, which are very arduous. 

[ think it would be for the benefit of the ser- 
vice, for the benefit of the country, to ailow 
this provision ia the Louse bill to remain, and 
to give the Commissioner of Patents the assist- 
ant that he desires. The aggregate result of 
the force provided for in this bill, as I have 
already stated, will then be much less than it 
wag last year, and I hope that it may meet the 
views of the Committee on Appropriations to 
allow this. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Allow me to 
ask the Senator what particular force does he 
understand to be dispensed with ? 

Mr. WILLEY. This is in point of fact not 
creating a new office, as the Senator from 
Maine supposes; but it is substituting an as- 
sistant commissioner in place of the superin- 
tendent of the annual report. Last year we 
had one superintendent of the annual report 
at 22,500: six third-class clerks at $1,600 
each; fifty-six second-class clerks at $1,400 
each; fifty-tour first-class clerks at $1,200 
each; six clerks at $1,000, and nine clerks at 
3900, making an aggregate of these clerks of 
one hundred and thirty-two, and the aggregate 
sum necessary to pay them for their service 
was $169,400. Now this bill provides for one 
assistant commiasioner in lieu of the superin- 
tendent of the annual report at $3,000. It 
increases the salary of that officer, but it does 
not make an additional oficer. It substitutes 
one ollicer instead of another whose duties 
shail be a little different. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Doea the Sen- 
ator understand that the duties of the super- 
intendent of the drawings of the annual report 
are to be done by this assistant commissioner? 

Mr. WILLEY.- I understand he is to have 


the superintendence. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What other 
dutiea? ; ‘ 

Mr. WILLEY. To assist the Commissioner 


as far as he may in any duties assigned to his. 


ottice, to aid him, counsel him, advise him, and 
to relieve him of the discharge of his duties as 
far as he can. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I suppose the 
Senator will anderstand that this superintend- 
ent. is a very recent officer in that Department. 

Mr. WILLEY. I do. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If be is found 
to be a supernumerary it will be.2 question 
simply whether we had better not dispense with 
him entirely without providing for the other 
officer. He was created, I think, this very last 
year, and has not had his office yet a year. 

Mr. WILLEY. Itis substituting an assistant 
as a commissioner in the place of this superin- 
tendent. The desire is to get a person with a 
little more experience and skill and ability, 
so that he may not only discharge the duties 
which have heretofore been assigned especially 
to the superintendent, but. may also aid the 
Commissioner himself in the disch 
duties to some extent. 
excluding examiners and females and laborers, 

Jast year ‘amounted to $169,400. Giving the 


Commissioner the assistant he asks for this |. 


year and the clerks which he asks for, the cost 


will be only $153,600; several thousand dol- | 


Jars less than it was last year; and I think itis 


‘bat reasonable that the Commissioner should |: 


be aliowed to have the assistance which he 
desires, -:: . Preg oe 


of hbis : 
The cost of the force, Ț 


u with the Patent Office? 


i onlyone word; for the committee in proposing | 
; to strike this clause out passed no Judgment | 
` leotion and I dare not state them ; but has not 


at all upon the necessity of the otlice; but, as 
they noticed, it was not estimated for by the 
Secretary of that Department: and as it was 
the creation of a new office, we felt that it was 
our duty to non-concur, to the end that the 
subject might be brought to the attention of 
the Senate at any rate. I wish to make a sin- 
gle observation, and that is on the constant 
tendency to these things in the service. About 
their giving up clerks as a consideration, I do 
not presume my honorable friend supposes 
there is much in that. 

There is, in my judgment, & very great sur- 
plus of clerks, or, in other words, if they were 
as etlicient as they should be there would be a 
very great surplus in the various Departments. 
I have no doubt if it could be reformed, if you 
could have efficient clerks, you might numer- 
ically havo thirty-three per cent. less; but if 
the House of Representatives have discrim- 
inated fairly here, the presumption is that they 
have dispensed with no more clerical force 
than they found consistent with the demands 
of the service. This is simply an exchange of 
the superintendent of the drawings. It was 
thought by Congress last year necessary to 
have a man who should attend to that speciale, 
as superintendent of the drawings of theannual 
report. 

Now, it seems that that particular officer 
is not considered necessary, but that one of a 
more general character, one whose business it 
shall be to aid the Commissioner in his gen- 
eral duties, is to be provided. That may be 
right; Iam not saying that itis not; 1 have 
no judgment on the question; but I think it 
my duty to say to the Senate that there is this 
constant tendency in all the Departments to 
ask for additional assistance. First it was 
thought to be a little extraordinary that you 


should have an assistant to a Secretary; bnt 


with the exception of the Secretary of the 
Navy all the heads of Departments now have 
an assistant, and most of them two, a first and 
a second assistant. Now, here is.a proposition 
to have an assistant to the head of a bureau. 
It may be well; that is not for the Committee 
on Appropriations to judge; it belongs to the 
committees who have charge of these Depart- 
ments. Still I feel it my duty to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the subject. 

Mr. HAMLIN. My attention having been 
called to this clause in the appropriation bill, 
I wish to say a very few words in relation to 
it. I did not hear all that fell from the chair- 
man of the Committee on Patents, and I do 
not know precisely what was the entire scope 
of his remarks. I desire, however, to say this: 
as I understand the matter, when the appro- 
priation bill was drawn in the House this por- 
tion of it relating to the Patent Office was 
drawn after a consultation between the Com- 
missioner of Patents and the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House, 
and upon that consultation the Commissioner 
of Patents consented and agreed to reduce his 
force then in the office by thirteen, and to dimin- 
ish the expense by fourteen or fifteen thousand 
dollars; to do away with the services of the 
superintendent of the annnal report; and for 
all that there was to be given to him an assistant. 

Now, what my colleague says in relation to 
the large amount of force in the various De- 
partments I think is very true. I concur with 
him in opinion ; but [submit to the Senate that 
the Patent Office stands upon an entirely dif- 
ferent foundation from any of the Departments. 


' In the progress of the war, when the busi- 
ness of all the Departments, perhaps save the . 


Post Office, was very much increased, there 


was a very great necessity for increasing the | 
force, and in ali those Departments the busi- , 
ness may be, and I doubt not is, daily dimin- : 


ishing, rendering it not only highly proper but 
necessary to diminish the force. But how isit 
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you that the business there is increasing in a 
wonderful degree. I oxamined the matter this 
morning. ‘The figures have escaped my recol- 


the business there doubled within ten years? 
I think it has increased more than that. 

Now, sir, with the large number of patents 
that are being issued, and with the large num- 
ber that are in existence, there must neces- 
sarily come agreater number of applications for 
extensions, and a greater number of appeals 
from the decision of the Commissioner. I say 
from my investigation of the matter that itis a 
physical impossibility for the Commissioner 
of Patents to discharge all those various duties, 
and if you desire thatthe business in the office 
shall be properly discharged you must give 


, to that Commissioner some additional aid of 


a higher order than a clerk, and of a higher 
order than a superintendent of an annual 
report, who may also be an inspector of draw- 
ings, It isathing which commends itself to the 
judgment of every man who will investigate it, 

I say that after the Commissioner was called 
to a conference with the committee who framed 
the bill, and he upon his part suggested every 
point where there might be & curtailment, in 
return for which one slight addition was to be 
made at another point for tho purpose of ren- 
dering the service of the department or bureau, 
whatever you may call it, more efficient, and 
which is absolutely necessary, it is eminently 
unjust to strike that additional person from this 
bill. I hope the Senate will not do it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment reported by the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, striking out the words 
‘‘ for assistant commissioner, $8,000.” 

The question being taken, it was declared 
that the noes appeared to have it; and a divis- 
ion was called for. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Letthe question be taken 
in the Senate finally. 

Mr. MORBILL, of Maine. I suggest that 
if this provision is to stand it ought to be with 
an amendment. This officer will be an officer 
of some importance, and I suggest whether it 
would not be better to add the words “ by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate.” 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think my colleague is 
precisely right. I had a conference with him 
and I made the same suggestion. I think he 
is right, but that can be done in the Senate. 
It is doubtful whether there is a quorum here. 
Let it be passed over now, and the chairman 
can prepare the proper amendment to attach 
to it. ' 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Very well; 
then we will not divide the Senate on that. [ 
shall propose that amendment at any rate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Iwill agree to that amend- 
ment when it shall be prepared. 

- The PRESIDING OFFICER, On agreeing 
to this amendment the Chair expressed the 
opinion on a viva voce vote that the noes had 
it. Isa division called for? 

: Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will divide in 
the Senate on the question. f 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment is disagreed to. The reađing of the bill 
will proceed. a ad 

The next amendment of the Committee. on 
Appropriations was to strike out of the appro- 
priations for the Patent Office the followin 
item in lines nine hundred and thirty-one an 
nine hundred and thirty-two, ‘‘ For one super- 
intendent (female) of female copying division, 


$1,400. 

Mr. WILLEY.. I desire to submit to the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
whether, if they are to have a corps of fifty 
female copyists, the superintendent of that 


` division of work ought not to be a female offi- 


cer? it is not a matter very material to the 

service, but I suggest it as a question of pro- 

priety and convenience. beg i 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine.: This is creating 


, an office again, and it rans through the bill. 
The statistics show .. 


The committee came to the conclasion that 


1870. 


emie 


there was no especial reason for it. It is sim- 
ply to selectone of the female copyists and give 
her an additional compensation in this way. 


ji 


Me. DRAKE. Iwill inquire of the chairman ` 


of the committee whether he has ever been in 
the room of these female copyists in the patent 
department and become acquainted with the 
lady superintendent there ? 

Vir. MORRILL, of Maine. I have not the 
honor of any particular acquaintance with her. 

Mr. DRAKE. I presume if the chairman 
had been there, and become acquainted with 
her, and seen the duties that she performs, the 
Committee on Appropriations would not prob- 
ably have offered this amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Very likely I 
might have been influenced as my honorable 
friend appears to have been. [Laughter. ] 

Mr, DRAKE. She is a lady of very remark- 
able, energetic, and business-like character, 
who renders better service there than many 


clerks who get $1,600 and $1,800 a year. I 
have been there. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. While chair- 


man of the Committee on Appropriations, 
whose duty is not to raise salaries, probably 1 
had better not be subjected to that influence. 
(Laughter. ] 

Nr. DRAKE. I think the public interest 


would be subserved by overruling the amend: | 


ment of the committee, and leaving a lady there ` 


to superintend those fifty female copyists. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. This is justone 
of those very convenient sort of arrangements 
by which very worthy ladies and very worthy 
people get a comfortable sort of promotion. 
itis very difficult indeed to object to them; 
bat it is a discrimination that is not founded, 
as I believe, in any substantial reason. It is 
very disagreeable to object to such a proposi- 


retained, there will be fifty-two female copyists 
or clerks in this department this hed instead 
of fifty-three last year, and one of t 


$1,400, being the superintendent ofthe rest. ‘he | 
expenses will be to some extent reduced if the | 
provision as the House proposed it should be 


retained, and there will not be an increase, so 
that no additional place will be made for any 
person whatsoever. The relation of this lady 
to the other clerks will be changed. ‘The pro- 
priety of having a female superintendent of a 
great body of female copyists seems to me to 
be most obvions; and when it neither increases 
the namber nor increases the expense of the 
service, and most obviously contributes to the 
propriety of the service, as it seems to me, I 
think the provision had better remain as the 
House passed the bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Twill state to the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia that this whole sub- 
ject will come up on an amendment of which 
I have given notice. and which is printed and 
on our tables, providing that all the females who 
are employed in the various Departments of 
the Government shall be classified and receive 
the same pay in the classes to which they are 
assigned as is paid to males. Then aclerk who 
is at the head of a division will be a second-class 
clerk and receive $1,400, no matter whether it 
is a man or a woman. If that amendment 
should prevail, as I hope it will, then all female 


" clerks will be placed on the same footing in 


tion; but if the service is not limited some- . 


where and bounded somewhere your appro- 


priation bills will be filled with all sorts of | 


projects for the raising of salaries, having no 


other foundation than the kindly feeling of ` 


some gentleman toward some very good per- 
son, without much regard to the pu biiceareics 

J ought to have stated before that similar 
propositions ran all through this bill. The 
committee in every instance that has come to 
their notice have endeavored to strike them 
out. If it should be the pleasare of the Sen- 
ate to increase the salaries of the employés, 
that is one thing: or if it should be the pleas- 
ure of the Senate to adopt the amendment 
propos by the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. 

‘ILLIAMS,] which is to inerease the salaries 
of certain heads of bureaus, then a proposi- 
tion of this sort might come up; but if it 
should be the pleasure of the Senate to adopt 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Illinois, [Mr. TkuMBULL,] which is to put all 
the female clerks into classes of clerkships, 


then of course my honorable friend from West , 


Virginia would accomplish his purpose with- 
oat this special legislation. 


re friend will not at this time press his objec- 
on. 


Mr. WILLEY. I do not wish to press the | 


objection particularly; but still I desire that 
the Senate shall have a correct understanding 
of what are the facts in the case. The Sen- 


I hope, therefore, ` 


| regard to compensation as males, The clerks 
i who are at the head of divisions in-any of the 
Departments now are usually either second or 


third class clerks, and if second-class clerks 
they get $1,400, the same that is to be given 


to the superintendent of the copying division. . 


Undoubtedly if that amendment should pre- 
vail, as I hope it will, it will provide for all 
these cases. I would rather test the question 


' upon the general amendment than in reference 


to one individual. 


female clerk $1,400 and no other one a like 


| ary for a clerk, or to allow the amendment to 
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| pass as reported by the Committee on Appro- 


emwill get | priations here. If it should turn ont to be the 


ease that the Senate fail to pass the bill now 
before the Committee on Patents, transferring 
these duties to the Librarian of Congress, then 
here will be a duty to be performed in the Pat- 
ent Office for which no provision has been 
made; or at least the duty will have to be as- 
signed to some other clerk than the special 
clerk who has heretofore performed that ser- 
vice. The matter is not material to me; I 
merely mention these facts that the Senate 
may vote advisedly. This service has been 
rovided for up to last year, and the omission 
ast year was made inadvertently by the chair- 
man of the committee, whose attention hap- 
pened not to be directed to the subject at that 
time. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committce on 
Appropriations was to insert after line ten hun- 
dred and eleven the following item: 


For compensation of tho surveyor general of the 
Territory of Wyoming, $3,000, and the clerks in his 
ofice, $4,000 


Mr. CORBETT. I think the Senator from 
Missouri f Mr. Scuurz] spoke of the item in 
lines ten hundred and three to ten hundred and 
eleven... I think he wished to be here when it 
was considered. 

Mr: MORRILL, of Maine. I understand 
he desires to move an amendment, but he can 
do it in the Senate just as well after the bill 
shall be reported. 

Mr. CORBETT. I should like it to be passed 


_ over. 
Mr. POMEROY. I notice that the commit- 


tee have not reported the amendment in ref- 
erence to the expenses of the surveyor general’s 
office in the State of Kansas, which was rec- 


‘ ommended by the Secretary of the Interior. I 


It does not seem to me that : 
there is much propriety in paying one single 


sum who may be performing similar service. | 


I hope the Senate will consent to amend this 


bill so as to place all the female clerks upon | 


the same footing as males. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- | 
tion is on the amendment of the Committee on ` 


Appropriations. 
he amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to strike outlines 


nine hundred and thirty-three and nine hun- 


-dred and thirty-four in the words, ‘‘for fifty 


female copyists, at $900 each, $45,000,” and in ‘ 


lieu thereof to insert, ‘‘ for fifty-one female ' 


copyists, at $900 each, $45,900.” 
The amendment was agreed to. bee 
The next amendment was to strike out lines 


ety ine hundred and ! 
pine hundred and Axty:t8o) nide hundisd aad T we get through the reading of the bill. 


„sixty-three, and nine hundred and sixty-four, 
being the last item under the head of “ United 


For expenses of reeeiving, arranging, and taking 


; careof copyrights, books, charts, and othercopyright 


i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
| 


ator from Maine appeals to the Senate against | 
the practice of making provision for friends, | 


and s0 forth—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No; I do not 
mean that. 

Mr. WILLEY. Thereby increasing the num- 
ers in the service and the expenses of it. 
Now, what are the facts in that respect here? 

t year the number of female copyists and 
clerks was fifty-three. Now, the provision in 
this bill, instead of making places for addi- 
tional persons, in point of fact diminishes the 
number by one. 
or one female superintendent ata salary of 


ee but the bill only provides for fifty-one 
em 


femal 


matter, $2,000. 


been passed by the House of Representatives, 
and is now before the Committee on Patents, 
transferring this matter to the Library., Whether 
it will pass the Senate or not is more than 1 
can now tell. If it should not pass the Senate 


‘. as passed by the House of Representatives, and 
: the duty should remain in the Patent Office | 


| which bas heretofore been performed by that | 
i: office, it will then require some person to take ; 
: charge of the duty and perform. it. 
| stand that there was. no provision ‘made for |, 


I under- 


| this service last year, and I am informed by | 
-| the Commissioner that it was an oversight of | 


Mr. Fessenden, who then had charge of the | 


| Committee on Appropriations, and was simply | 


t is true there isa provision | 
;, provided for if it had been thought of. Under | 
|, these circumstances I do not know what it is | 
e copyists besides, so that, including the | best for the Senate to do, whether to make | 
e superintendent, if this provision shall be || provision for the service by providing the sal- | 


omitted by inadvertence, and would have been 


| 
f 


suppose they expected that the Committee on 
Public Lands would move that amendment at 
the proper time. 
Me. MORRILL, of Maine. I will say to the 
Senator that I have notice of several amend- 
ments which the Committee on Appropriations 
were not informed of until the bill had been 
reported to the Senate. I have noted them, 
and after the amendments that are reported by 
the committee are gone through with I intend 
to call the attention of the Senato to them. 
_ Mr. POMEROY. The only amendment I 
would suggest is that some additional clerk 
hire ig ‘necessary in the surveyor general's 
office on account of a fire that burnt up one 
of our district offices. The fire burnt up the 
records, and they have to be duplicated. It 
is only a small additional item which the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office recom- 
mended. I will not mové it now, but will wait 


i - The amendment was agreed to. 
States Patent Office,” in the following words: i: ext, 
, Appropriations was in the clause appropriating 
: for the compensation of the officers and em- 


The next amendment of the Committee on 


: ployés of the Department of Agriculture, to 


Mr. WILLEY. There is a bill which has ‘strike out in lines ten hundred and thirty-one 


and ten hundred and thirty-two “ three female 
copyists, at $900 each,’’ and insert ‘four 
copyists, at $1,000 each ;’’ and in lines ten hun- 
dred and thirty-eight and ten ‘hundred and 
thirty-nine to increase the total appropriation 
from $67,880 to $72,170. . 

The amendment was agreed to. me 

The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the Department of Agriculture, to 
strike out line ten hundred and sixty in the 
words ‘‘ for keep of horse, $400,” and in lieu 
thereof to insert ‘‘for keep of horses, $1,500.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was’ in line ten hun- 
dred and sixty-one, to increase the appropri- 
ation for ‘‘ new furniture’’ from $200 to $2,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line ten hun- 
dred and seventy-three, to increase the appro- 
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iation for ‘collections for the herbarium’? 
rom $500 to $1,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to add to the 
appropriation for the Department of Agricul- 
ture t 


e following item as lines ten hundred ' 


and eighty-three and ten hundred and eighty- . 


four, ** for incidental aud miscellaneous items, 
$2,000." 

Mr. YATES. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out t‘ $2,000” and inserting 
u $5,000.” 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is out of 
order. 

Mr. YATES. I desire to call the attention 


this amendment, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


| 


b: 


of the Senator from Maine and the Senate to . 


feels obliged to rule, under the objection of the - 


chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, 
that this motion of the Senator from Illinois 
is not in order, as it increases the appropria- 
tion, unless it be reported by a committee and 
referred to the Committee ou Appropriations. 
The rule expressly provides that no motion of 
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pose an amendment in line ten hundred and 
aixty-six, appropriating cases for the library, 
changing the appropriation from $500 to 


| $1,000, and also to increase the appropriation 


for ‘miscellaneous items’? from $2,000 to 
$5,000; and I also give notice that I will offer 
an additional item for paper, twine, &c., for 
the folding-room of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, $500. All these items relate to that 
Department. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. These pro- 
posed amendments will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 
aioe Secretary continued the reading of the 

Ail. 
The next amendment of the Committee on 


Appropriations was in the appropriations for ;' 


The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the office of the chief engineer, in 
line eleven hundred and seventy-one to strike 
out * four’? and insert * five,” so as to allow 
five clerks of class four; and in lines eleven 
hundred and seventy-three and cleven hundred 
and seventy- four to increase the amount appro- 


_ priated from $25,560 to $27,360. 


the Post Office Department, to strike out in | 


lines eleven hundred and nineteen and eleven | 
hundred and twenty the words ‘‘one assistant © 


messenger, $720,” and to insert in lieu thereof 
tí three assistant messengers, $720 each ;’’ and 


to strike out in lines eleven hundred and twen- 
_ty-two and eleven hundred and twenty-three . 


this character shall be in order except under > 


the special limitations named in the rule. 

Mr. YATES. It will be iu order in the Sen- 
ate, Í suppose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


does not understand that it will be in order at : 


any time to move an increase of the appropri- 
ation except it be to carry out the provisions 
of an existing law, or in pursuance of the esti- 
mate of the head of a Department. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I had the impression that 
that rule applied to an original, distinct. mo- 


tion to amai and did not apply to an amend- | 


ment repo by the committee. The com- 
mittee reporting an amendment, I take it, it is 
in order to increase or diminish the amount 
named in that amendment, but not to offer a 


distinct proposition by which you increase the | 


appropriation. That was my impression. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The thirtieth 
rule provides that— . 

No amendment proposing additional appropria- 
tions shall be received to any general appropriation 
bill unless it be made to carry out the provisions of 


some existing law, or some act or resolution pre- | 


viously passed by the Senate during that session, or 
moved by direction of a standing or select commit- 
tee of the Senate, or in pursuance of an estimate 
from the head of some of the Departments.” 


The Chair is of the impression, although 
unschooled in this office, of course, that the 
fair construction of this language applies to 


any proposition to increase the appropriations | 


in a bill as it stands before the Senate. The 
Chair may be in error, and will submit to the 
judgment of the Senate on that point. 

Mr. YATES. IJask the Senator from Maine 
if he will not withdraw his objection? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 1 suggest to the 
Senator that he can accomplish his object by 
giving the Committee on Appropriations no- 
tice of his amendment and moving it again to 
morrow in the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
‘tion is on the amendment reported by the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

The amendment was agreed to. i 


Mr. HAMLIN. To obviate the very objec- 


tion just made, while I do not think it quite | 


necessary, and to conform to what my colleague į; 
suggests, Í want to give notice of an amend- | 
ment and have it referred to the Committee |; 


on Appropriations. I shall nove to amend 
the bill in lines thirty-four and thirty-five by 
striking out ‘‘$1,800"’ and inserting ‘‘ $2,000” 
as the compensation of the superintendent of 
the Senate document-room. I desire that 
amendment to be referred so that 1 may move 
it in order hereafter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
suggests to the Senator from Maine that a 
notice of that character has already been given 
to the Committee on Appropriations, under the 
rule, trom the Committee on Rules. 


Mr. YATES. I give notice that I will pro- | 


the words ‘‘for two pages, $720.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the appropri- 
ations for the War Department, to insert in 
line eleven bundred and thirty-one, after the 
word ‘‘messengers,’’ the words at ‘‘$720 
each;’’ in lines eleven hundred and thirty-two 
and eleven hundred and thirty-three to change 
the amount appropriated from $46,460 to $46,- 
520; and in line eleven hundred and thirty-four 
to increasethe amount appropriated for contin- 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the appropri- 
ations for the office of the chief of ordnance, 
in line eleven hundred and seventy-nine, to 
strike out ‘two’ and insert ‘three’? before 
t clerks of class four;’’ inline eleven hundred 
and eighty, to strike out ‘‘three’’ and insert 
‘five,’ before ‘clerks of class two ;” to strike 
out ‘four’? and insert *‘eight’’ before ‘‘ clerks 
of classone;’’ and in lines eleven hundred and 
eighty-one and eleven hundred and eighty-two, 
to increase the amount appropriated from 


: $18,640 to $26,840; so as to make the clause 


read: 

For chiefclerk, three clerks of class four, two clerks 
of class tliree, five clerks of class two, eight clerks of 
class one, and one messenger, $26,840. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CORBETT. I see that the number of 
the clerks in all these bureaus is increased. I 
should like to inquire of the chairman if that 


isin accordance with the law or the regulations, 
' or the former number employed, or upon what 


gent expenses from $5,000 to $10,000 ; sothat . y a 
' ments make the bill conform to the estimates. 


the clause will read: 
For compensation of the Secretary of War, $8,000; 


chief c'erk ; five clerks of class four; for additional | 
to one clerk of class four, as disbursing clerk, $200; : 


for six clerks of class three; three clerks of class two; 
eight clerks of class one; one messenger; three as- 
sistant messengers, at $720 each ; ono laborer, $40,520, 
For contingent expenses, $10,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the office of the Adjutant General, in 
line eleven hundred and forty to increase the 


appropriation for contingent expenses from | 
_ $7,500 to $15,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the office of the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, to increase the total sum appropriated 
in line eleven hundred and forty-seven from 


' $171,700:to $171,760. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the appropria- || 


tions for the office of the Paymaster General, | 


in line eleven hundred and fifty to strike out 


> bill. 


“ one clerk of class three’’ and insert ‘‘ three — 


clerks of class three ;’’ in line eleven hundred 


and fifty-one to strike out “‘ twenty ™ and insert ` 
“í twenty-three ”’ before ‘clerks of class two; 
in line eleven hundred and fifty-two to strike ; 


out ** twenty” and insert “‘twenty-five’’ before 
‘clerks of class one;’’ and in lines eleven 
hundred and fifty-two and eleven hundred and 
fifty-three to increase the appropriation from 
$64,280 to $77,680; so as to make the clause 


: read: 


For chief clerk; four clerks of class four; three 
clerks of class three; twenty-three clerks of class 


. two; twenty-five clerks of class one, and two mes- 


sengers, $77,680. 
. The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the office of the Commissary 


eneral, |: 


in line eleven hundred and fifty-eight to strike - 
‘ out ‘eight’? and insert ‘‘ten’’ before ‘‘clerks ; 


sert “twenty”? before ‘clerks of class one ;” | 


eleven hundred and sixty to increase the 
amount from $34,880 to $43,680; so as to 
make the clause read: ` 


For one clerk of class four; oneclerk of classthree; | 
j 


ten clerks of class two; twenty olerks of class one; 
one messenger, and two laborers, $43,680. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


i 
| 
i 


|i of clasa two ;’’ to strike out ‘‘fifteen’’ and in- | 


i 
| 
| 


1 


| 
| 


principle it is based ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. We have 
amended the bill to make it conform to the 
estimates. If the Senator will look at the book 
of estimates he will find that these amend- 


| They were cut down by the House of Fepre: 


sentatives. 

Mr. CORBETT. How do they compare with 
the number employed last year? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I cannot say. 

Mr. CORBETT. L[ simply inquired, think- 
ing that perbaps as the Army was about to be 
reduced, the House had with that view reduced 
the number of these clerks. Ido not know 
whether this ia as large a number as was 
employed last year, or whether there was a 
reduction in the estimates. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The number 
of clerks in these various bureaus is provided 
for by the statutes which are referred to in the 
estimates, These amendments are: not addi- 
tions. Our amendments are simply to provide 
for the service as fixed by law. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thereading 
of the bill will proceed. 

The Secretary resumed the reading of the 
The next amendment of the Committee on 
Appropriations was in the clause making appro 
priations for the office of military justice, in 
line eleven hundred and eighty-seven, to insert 
the words ‘‘one of class two, and algo to 
strike out the word ‘‘one’’ and insert ‘‘two”’ 
before the words “ clerks of class one,” and in 
line eleven hundred and eighty-eight to in- 
crease the amount appropriated from $4,600 
to $7,200 ; so that the clause will read: 

For one clerk of class four, one clerk of class three, 
one of class two, two clerks of class one, $7,200. . 

The amendment was agreed to. ; 

The next amendment was to strike out lines 
eleven hundred and ninety-three, eleven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, and eleven hundred and 
ninety-five, in the following words: 

Office of the Inspector General and inspector of 
the Military Academy: 

For one clerk of class four, $1,800. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DRAKE. I am instructed by the Com- 


and in lines eleven hundred and fifty-nine and | mittee on Naval Affairs to offer an amendment 


to line twelve hundred and eighteen. , I do 
not know whether this is the proper time to 


offer it. p 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will suggest to the Senator from Missouri tuat 
the usual practice is to go through with the 
amendments reported by the Committee on 


1870. 
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Appropriations first, unless the amendment 
roposed to be offered is an amendment to an 
amendment reported by the Committee on 
Appropriations. If the latter be the case, now | 
is the time to offer ite —— i 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. After we have | 
gone through with the amendments of the | 
Committee on Appropriations the Senator can 
r his proposition.. . 
E DRA E. Ido. not wish to interfere 
with the general practice of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The read- . 
ing will proceed. ; We 
The next amendment was in the appropria- 
tions for the Navy Department, line twelve 
hundred and nineteen, to strike out ‘‘ $2,200” .. 
and insert *‘ $2,500; so as to read, ‘for 
compensation of the chief clerk of the Navy 

Department, $2,500,” &e. 

Mr. SPENCER. I inquire of the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations the rea- | 
son for that amendment, making the compen- |! 
sation of the chief clerk of the Navy Depart- | 
ment $2,500? The chief clerks ofall the other 
Departments are paid $2,200 a year salary. | 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The reason of | 
that is that there is no Assistant Secretary of | 
the Navy. I propose to amend that clause, ii 
and as my attention is called to it, with the | 
permission of the Senate, I will do it now. I: 
propose to amend hy inserting after the word | 
“ dollars’ the words -‘‘ when there is no 
Assistant Secretary ;’’ so as to read, ‘‘ for com- | 
pensation of the chief clerk ‘of the Navy De- | 
partment at $2,500 when there is no Assistant | 
Secretary.” 


Mr, SPENCER. I wish to inquire farther | 
when there is no Assistant Secretary who is the © 
chief clerk under? =~ ii 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Under the par- || 
ticular direction of the Secretary. 

Mr. SPENCER. LTinquire what duty Vice 
Admiral Porter, at a.salary of $6,000 a year, 
is assigned to in the Navy Department—a sal- | 
ary much larger, I believe, than that of any 
Assistant Secretary 2. 


is not well informed about. the duties of the : 


| 
| 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The chairman | 
i 


admiral. I suppose, perhaps, the Committee | 
on Nava! Affairs can give the information. Í 
Mr. SPENCER. Lt strikes me that the ` 
amendment is improper. ; ; if 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- | 
tion ig frst on.agreeing to the amendment rec- | 
ommended by the Committee on Appropria- |; 
tions, striking out $2,200 and inserting $2,500.. | 
After that amendment the amendment of the | 
Senator from Maine will. be.in order. The. 
question now is on agreeing to the amendment || 
reported by the committee. - a 
Mr. SHERMAN, | I shall ask for a division | 
on that question, I ask the Senator. from | 
Maine if there is now an Assistant Secretary | 
of War? a) es I | 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think not. - 
Mr. SHERMAN, The reason: why there is | 
hot an Assistant Secretary of War..or of the 
Navy is that there are heads of bureaus in the. 
War and Navy Departments with much higher 
payand much higher relative rank than any 
officers in any of the-other Departments. There 
ìs no occasion, therefore, far giving to the 
heads of the War and Navy Departments the 
same amount of superior intellectual ability | 
surrounding them as assistants, as there is in į 
the Treasury Department and in other Depart: | 
ments of the Governiment. If you raise the || 
pay of the chief clerk of the Navy Department : 
to $2,500 you cannot refuse todo it, certainly, 
to the chief clerk of the Treasury Department, : 
Whose duties are infinitely more responsible. | 
he Navy Department is a regular machine, | 
with very little to do except in the ordinary | 
routine of business. . Indeed, I think the Sec- | 
retary of the Navy could be dispensed with ; | 
and it has been suggested by high officers of | 


a Governmentthat one officer could properly | 
gucharge the duties of Secretary:of War and 
Secretary of the Navy, sincé the chief duties 


of those two Departments are discharged by 
high officers of the Army and Navy. For 
instance, the head of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment is now a major general, and will be 
a brigadier general in the regular Army after 
the reduction. Soof the other officers who are 
heads of bureaus both in the War and Navy 
Departments. There is no such occasion, 


© therefore, for any. such superior ability sur- 
rounding the Secretary of the Navy asin other | 
Departments. 


supervision by the Secretary. It is very clear, 


therefore, that there ought not to be any. in- | 
crease.of the pay of the ehief clerk of the Navy | 
© Department unless it is extended to other | 
. Departments. i : , : 

' I hope the recommendation ` 


Mr. COLE. 
of the Committee on Appropriations will be 
adhered to in this_instance. 


performs the service that is usually performed: 


' by an Assistant Secretary. The. Senator from : 
Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] speaks of the Assistant | 
Secretary of.the Treasury.. .He receives a sal- | 
ary of $3,500, and I believe there is more than: : 


one Assistant Secretary of the Treasury ; there 
have been more than one, certainly. But this 
officer, the chief clerk in the Navy Depart- 
ment, performs similar service, as much service, 
I will say, as is performed by an Assistant 
Secretary in any one of the other Depart- 
ments. ‘‘The laborer is worthy of his hire.” 
This is a very efficient officer, as Í am informed, 
and as.the Committee on Appropriations, in 
fact, are informed,.and his duties are very 
arduous. I-hope.there will be no discrim- 
ination of this. kind against him, and: no- at- 
tempt to reduce the recommendation. of the 
committee. Indeed, I would rather see his sal- 
ary put upon-a par with the'salaries of the 
other officers who perform the eame service in 
other Departments... In nearly all the other 
Departments, for example, in the Interior Dé- 
partment as well.as. in the Treasury Depart- 
ment and in the Post Office Department, there 
are assistants to the head of the Department, 


i and they receive invariably larger salaries than: 


is accorded. by the amendment here tọ the 
chief clerk of the Navy Department, who per- 
forms the duties of an Assistant Secretary. 

Mr, SHERMAN. The Assistant Secretary 
of the. Navy proper. gets about seven thousand 
dollars a year. - What is the pay of. a commo: 
dore of the Navy? I think it is about six: 
thousand dollars... 


Mr. ANTHONY. He gets his regular pay, | 


not as Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 
Mr. SHERMAN. That is the effect of it. 
Mr. COLE. The officer referred to may be 


on duty here, or on ship-board, or at some | 
i| navy-yard, and draws a large salary, a larger 
| salary ia proportion than is.awarded to these 
civil officers; but that does not alter the fact | 


in this cas@ - This man does perform the ser- 
vice that. is usually -performed by an Assistant: 
Secretary, and he should receive. at. least the 


small addition to. hia regular salary that is rec- | 
I hope it will | 


ommended by the-committee, 
be adhered to by the Senate. 
. Mr. CRAGIN. Irise to concur in the re- 
marks made by the Senator from California. 
I know from personal observation, almost daily 
abservation, that this officer is perhaps more. 
overworked than any other similar officer in 
the city of Washington. In Match, 1869, we 
passed an act abolishing the office of Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, and also reducing very 


largely the clerical force in the Navy Depart- : 
ment, and the result has.been to throw greatly | 


increased labors upon the chief clerk, Mr. OB- 


ley. I have been there early'in the morning, | 
and at night, and have found him there at | 


work. I know personally that he has been 


once during this session made pick and obliged ; 


to leave the offica in consequence of this over- 
work. He is a very valuable, very efficient, 


I believe during the last sum- | d 
mer the Navy Department raa along very well. | 
` under the charge of the Admiral, without maeh | 


As has appeared | 
from the debate already, there is.no Assistant : 
Secretary of the Navy, and the chief clerk | 


| the Assistant Secretary had. 


and competent officer. Not only do I hope 
that this amendment will be adopted, but I 
have on my desk another amendment which 
has been agreed upon by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, hich I shall offer at the proper 
time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What is that? 

Mr. CRAGIN. Giving him for past services 
some portion of the salary which was appro- 
priated for the Assistant Secretary, and not 


rawn. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We have gained very 
little by our legislation since the war in abolish- 
ing the extra officers who were created in con- 
sequence of the war, if we are now to pay, 
under another name, the same salaries that we 
paid to Aasistant Secretaries. There was no 


such thing known before the war as an Assist- 


ant Secretary of the Navy or an Assistant Sec- 
retary of War. Those offices were created in 
consequence of the great amount of business 
thrown upon those Departments during the 
war. After the war was over, Congress very 
properly abolished the offices; and now it is 
proposed under another name to pay some- 
body else the same salary that was paid to an 
Assistant. Secretary. à ; 

Mr. DRAKE. I hope the Senator will allow 
himself to be corrected. 

- Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. DRAKE. The Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy received a salary of $3,500, the chief 
clerk at the same time getting $2,000. Now 
the assistant. secretaryship is abolished, and 
the proposition is to add $500 to the salary of 
the chief clerk.. The consequence is that the 
expense will be $2,500 for salary to the chief 


| clerk, but it is $3,000 less than it was before. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Not $38,000 less than 


- Mr. DRAKE. No, sir; $3,000 leas than it 
was when there was an Assistant Secretary. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Than the two had. In 
other words, we have reduced the compensa- 
tion of the officers: of the Navy Department 
$3,000 since the close of this great war. We 
ought to have reduced it more than $300,000. 
Mr. CRAGIN. It has been reduced more 
than that. E 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we have reduced 
it much more; bat in this instance it would 
seem to be $3,000. Why, sir, we ought to go 
back to the old peace establishment, and so far 
from inereasing the salaries of these officers 
because we have disposed of the extra officers 
who were appointed when there was perbaps 
forty times as much business in the Navy De- 
partment as there is now, we should put them 
all back to the position that they occupied before 


i| the war. I see no gort of propriety in incréasing 


the salary of this officer; and as has been justly 
said, if you.de it in onè Department you must 
do it in the others. Now, I believe we have 
got no Assistant Secretary of War. At one 
time we had two Assistant Secretaries of War. 
[think they have both been abolished. If they 
have not been they ought to be. Beats 

I trust that this amendment of the commit- 
tee will not prevail. If we intend to econo- 
mize, as seems to be the proclaimed doctrine 
now-a-days, we shall not accomplish it by in- 
creasing the salaries of these officers. ‘This 
may be a very valuable person—I know not 
how that is—but that is no reason for raising 
the salary of the office, because it happens to 
he filled at this time by ə, very valuable ineum- 


bent. 
Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, I think that 
whether. the increase of a salary is right or not 
in the Senate depends very much upon where 
the increase happens to light. . Here upon the 
desks of all Senators is an amendment to be 
offered by the Senator from Illinois to this bill 
increasing the compensation of all the female 
clerks in the Departments $800 apiece at least, 
and perhaps more. :: Hundreds of them are to 
get this increase of $300 or more apiece. Bat 
now when there is a request made to give one 


i most. meritorious officer, worked nearly to 
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death, $500 a year more, the Senator from 
Hiinois sees in it a very great wrong, and says 
we ought to go back to the peace establish- 
ment. Sir, does the Senator propose to put | 
the female clerks of the different Departments | 
upon a war footing, that he offers $300 a year 
more to them? I find it makes a great deal | 
of difference where the favor lights in the Sen- 
ate Chamber. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am sorry that the | 
Senator from Missouri cannot see the differ- 
ence between a proposition increasing the 
salary of a chief clerk. beyond that of any 
other chief clerk, and a proposition equaliz- 
ing the pay of those who perform the same 
service. Does it follow because I am anwill- 
ing to take a chief cleric oat of one of the 
Departments and pay him $500 more than any 
other chief clerkreceives, that therefore I must 
oppose paying to one person the same com- 
pensation tor the same duty that is paid to 
another in the same service? I am sure the | 
Senator from Missouri can see that there is no |: 
analogy between the two cases. The amend- 
ment that I: imtend to offer proposes to place : 
persons performing the same service upon the 
same footing as tọ pay. ‘Ihe Senator from 
Missouri is supporting an amendment to put a 
person performing the .duties of a chief clerk 
in one of the Dep enta above every other 
chief clerk in every other Department of the 
Government. 

Mr. DRAKE: One word more. The chief 
clerks in the other Departments, I find upon 
examining the bill, get $2,200, and we are 
only adding $800 to the annual pay of this 
chief clerk. I:call the attention of the Senator 
from Illinois tothe fact stated here, and which 
be will see in this bill, that the. Secretary of 
the Treasury has two aasistants; the Postmas- | 
ter General bas three assistants; the Secretary 
of the Interior has one assistant; and in all 
those eg pela jm the chief clerk gets $2,200. 
In the Navy Department, with no Assistant 
Secretary at all, we only ask to add $500 to 


work that the Assistant Secretary, who got 
$8,500, used todo. It does seem to me that 
the Senator from Illinois is unjust in the dis- | 
crimination which he would make in this case. || 

Mr. HOWELL. I do not know that I am : 
very well entitled to speak upon a subject of 
this kind, if an actual practical knowledge of 
the duties assigned to these clerks bea pre- :' 
requisite for speaking here; but I notice that | 
the Senate has been leveling up all the time | 


upon the salaries of all or most of these offi- | 
cers. The argument was used awhile ago that |i 
some chief clerk in some Department must || 
have his salary raised because the chief clerk || 
of some other Department had a largersalary, ' 
and therefore we should equalize upward. the 
salary of that chief clerk. Now, we have a 
chief ¿lerk here in a Department which cer- 
tainly has no: business to. be compared in 
smourit with the business of the Treasury De- 
partment or of some other Departments of the 
Government, and we are asked to raise his 
salary $3800 over aud above what has been 
assigned to any other chief clerk in any other 
Department, while it is known and asserted 
here that officers of the Navy do act in the 
capacity of Assistant Secretaries or heads of: 
bareaus, and:therefore must relieve to a t 
extent the duties which would otherwise fall 
upon the Secretary of the Navy or upon the 
chief clerk. 

I can see no reason why now, since the war 
is over and is past, when the people of the | 
country are demanding economy at our hands,. 
when the Administration came in - pledging 
eepnomy to the people of the country, we 
should raise, as we are raising here in the 
Senate, the salaries of officers so outrageously 
and so enormously: The people: demand a 
reduction of salaries throughout the country. 
The House of Representatives, immediately 
representing the people, and coming here from 
tho people, and going back to the people this: | 


t 
| 
| 
i 
| 
i 
1 
| 


i chants througkout the country? 
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fall, have reduced the salaries or have placed 
the salaries at a much lower figure in this bill 


| and the expenditures at a much lower figure | 


than is reported by our committee in the Sen-. 


| ate. By these amendments we force them, or : 
: give them, at least, a pretense to say that they 


are forced to raise the salaries all through, and 
thus to increase the expenses of the Govern- 


ment for no sufficient reason, in my judgment. | 


I do not believe that any of these officers of 


‘the Government are overworked to such an 
: extent as is complained of here. 
: do they work? 
: themselves down to hard work, compa 


How long 
ow many hours do they put 


what men have to work in the private business 
of life—lawyers, physicians, farmers, or mer- 
I do not be- 
lieve in this complaint of overwork on the part 


of publie officers. I have seen very little of : 
it and heard very little of it in my perambula- | 


tions about Washington since I have been a 


{ Senator, or before; and in my judgment there ` 


is very little of it to be complained of here or 


to this whole system of increasing the salaries 


_ of officers, whether they be heads of Depart- | 
ments or the heads. of bureaus, or the chief |: 


elerks or the minor clerks. In my judgment 


. the time has come for reducing salaries, and 
` the Senate ahould come down to the work and 
do what the people of the country expect and 


require and demand of them, and what the 
party and the Administration have pledged 
themselves to accomplish before the country. 
Mr. POMEROY. I do not desire to iake 
any part particularly in this debate, but I see 
that the heads of the different bureaus in the 
Navy and War Departments, especially the 
Navy Department, have more pay than the 
same Officers in the civil Departments. Tsup- 
e there is some reason for it, but I do not 
now what the reason is. 
Mr. CRAGIN. 
answer I will 


ive him one. They have no 


avy. ` 

Mt. POMEROY. . I was g 

what they did draw with what: officers in the 
civil Departments who perform similar service 


much as the same officers in the bureaus of 

the War Department. 
Mr. POMEROY. 

of the Bureau of Yards and Docks receives 


$5,233 88; the chief of the Bureau of Navi- |: 


gation receives yearly $4,233 33; the chief 
ofthe Bureau of Equipment receives $4,233 33; 
the chief of the Bureau of Construction re 
ceives $4,233 83; thé chief of the Bureau of 
Steam Engineering receives $4,000 ; the chief 
of the Bureau of 
ceives yearly $3,733 38; the chief of the Burean 


of Medicine and Surgery receives $3,500; the | 


chief of the Bureau of Ordnance receives 
yearly $3,783 83. ; 

Mr. NYE. Why doeshe receive i Because 
he gets his pay as an officer of the Navy. 

Mr. PO 
salary. What I am speaking of is that that is 
more than is paid in: the ‘civil service, more 
than is paid in the Treasury Department for 


the same kind of service, and more than is paid |: 


in the Interior Department. 
Mr. NYE. Does the honorable Senator pro- 
pose 1o change the pay of the officers of the 
yy i 


avy 

Mr. POMEROY. No, sir. 

Mr. NYE. Then what is the use of talking 
about it? 

Mr. POMEROY. There isan effort now to 
raise the salary of the chief clerk of the Navy 
Department. 
to the fact that the heads of bureaus and other 
officers there receive more salary than is paid: 
in the civil service. noT ; i 
Not at all. 


Mr. NYE. 
Mr. POMEROY. Then will you tell me 
what it is for? — : i 


to || 


Therefore it is that I am opposed . 


If the Senator wants an © 


salaries; they draw their pay as officets of the | 
the pay of the chief elerk, a man who does the | N i 
oing to compare | 


ceive. 
‘Mr. CRAGIN.: ‘They do not draw near: as | 


I notice that the chief | 


rovisions and Clothing re- ~ 


EROY. Iunderstand that is his 


I suppose it has some relation | 


Mr. CRAGIN. Will the Senator give way 
for an explanation? 

Mr. POMEROY. Certainly. 
i| be some reason for it. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Theonly reason why the Com- 
mittee on Naval A ffairs support this amendment 
is, that this officer is performing the labor which 
is performed by several officers in the other 
Departments. The clerical force of the Navy 
Department last spring was so far reduced that 
labor has been thrown upon this officer to an 
undue extent. Any one who is conversant 
with the business inthe Navy Department, who 
| goes there but once, will see it. It is not soin 
‘the War Department. There are several ofti- 
‘ cers there who perform the same duty. The 
chief clerk of the War Department does not per- 
, form two hours labor a day wherethis man per- 
forms three. ‘There is not any doubt about that, 
| Mr. POMEROY. Ido not know anything 
‘ about this man. The question with me is how 

much the office ought to be remunerated year 
. by year. I have no knowledge of the gentle- 
man who now fills the office. I presume he 
| discharges his duties well, and does a great 
i deal of labor. But I notice that in the other 
Departments where we have chief clerks they 
do not have the salary that is contemplated by 
‘this amendment. ‘There must be some reason 

for it. If it is from the fact that the other 
heads of bureaus in the Navy Department by 
virtue of drawing their pay as officers of the 

Navy get a larger compensation than is had in 
. the civil service by heads of bureaus who per- 

form like duties, I cannot see the reason why 
‘we should raise the salary of the chief clerk, 

untess it be to make the whole system harmo- 
' nious, to make it expensive all the way through. 
'  T notice that there are Assistant Secretaries 
to the other heads of Departments, and they 
i! receive $3,500 until we come to the Attorney 
|, General, who has two assistants, and they re- 
‘ ceive four or five thousand dollars, I believe. 
| They have had an increase. By the bill of the 
tith of March the assistants in the Attorney 
General’s Department receive an additional 
compensation. Itis said they have important 
duties to discharge, opinions to give that are 
of great value and importance to the country. 
:, But how is it when we come to the Interior 
| 


There must 


H 
ti 


Department, where thereis no solicitor and only 
‘| one assistant to whom are appealed all ques- 
_, tions relating to lands; all the immense appeals 
from every land district in the United States? 
Questions that affect land titles for generation 
after generation are devided by the Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior, without any help, 
i without any solicitor. He discharges the duties 
_of a solicitor and an Assistant Secretary, and 
often of chief clerk too; yet we see no effort 
here’ to raise his salary, not even to make it 
equal to the salary of an Assistant Attorneys 
General, of whom there are two. 
: I presume that those who have charge par- 
= ticularly of the Navy Department know some 
`. reasons for this proposition that I do not; but 
i I can see no reason why persons who discharge 
the duties of a civil office should have any 
more compensation than is paid in other De- 
| partments of the civil service. These other 
' salaries are large from the fact that the officers 
| are officers in the naval service of the country, 
and draw their pay and rations and commuta- 
tion, and in that way their salaries reach up to 
» the amounts I bave named. I donot suppose 
_ they can be reduced. There is no effort in 
' that direction. But I do not see why we should 
i: increase the salaries of those who simply dis- 
| charge civil duties. i 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Kan- 
:| sas has called attention to what is very obvious 
i on looking ‘at this bill. The only ground on 
| which the Senator from Missouri bases his sup- 
| ees of this proposition is to be found in what 
| 


li 
a 


e alleges to be the fact, that the Secretary of 
the Navy has no assistant, while the Secre- 
|| taries of the other Departments have, 
|| Mr. POMEROY. Not of the Interior. | 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, there is one Assist- 
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Secretary there. Now, it matters not what 
a call The persone who assist the head of a 
Department. In the Treasury Department 
there are some four or five Auditors and sev- 
eral Comptrollers. All these persons.are heads 
of bureaus and assistants to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. In the Post Office Department 
they have a First and Second Assistant Post- 
waster General, and perhaps a Third Assistant 
Postmaster General. One of them is at the 
head of the contract office, and another is at 
the head of some other bureau of the Post 
Office Department. Now, in the Navy Depart- 
ment we have quite a number of these chiefs 
of bureaus. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Bight of them. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There are eight assist- 
ants, then, to the Secretary of the Navy; and 
itisnot, as the Senator from Missouri supposes, 
that these chiefs are performing the duty of 
naval officers. Iwill say to my friend from 
Nevada, who seemed disposed to think they 
were acting as naval officers, that they are not 
on board ship when they are acting as the chief 
ofthe Bureau of Equipment, or the chief of the 
Bureau of Constroction and Repair, or as the 
chief'ofthe Bureau of Provisions and Clothing. 

Mr. NYE. I was aware of that before the 
honorable Senator declared it so solemnly ; 
but I should like to ask him whether they are 
any the less naval officers from that fact? I 
knew what he stated before he told me. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like the Sen- 
ator from Nevada to inform me what becomes 
of this money that is appropriated here? For 
instance, I find an appropriation “* for chief 
of Burean of Equipment and Recruiting, chief 
clerk,” who gets but $2,000; ‘‘one clerk of 
class four,” who gets $1,800; ‘‘one clerk of 


class three,” who gets $1,600 ; ‘‘two clerks of : 
class two,’’ $1,400 each; making $2,800; ‘‘ two | 


clerks of class one,’ $1,200 each; ‘‘ one mes- 
senger,” $750; ‘and one laborer ; $15,460.” 
The whole of these clerks together get but 
$12,100. What becomes of the.other $3,360? 
Does not the chief get it? , 

Mr. NYE. It pays the salary of the officer: 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It pays the salaries of 
all these officers, leaving out the chief of the 
bureau. He must get the balance. 

Mr. NYE.. The honorable Senator will allow 
me to say that the chiefs of these. bureaus get 
just precisely what their naval pay is, and they 
are detailed to thisaervice, That is what they 
are to do. ne z 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then 
explanation from somebody, from the Senator 
from Nevada if he can give it. The amount 
fixed-by law for the various clerks in these 
bureaus does not make the aggregate that is 
appropriated here for salaries; it lacks several 
thousand dollars of it; and I should like to 
know if the chief does: not get the rest of. it? 

Mr. NYE. He does get it. ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. So I supposed. Then it 
appears that the chief of ihe Barean of Navi- 
gation gets $3,900.: The Senator from Kansas 
has the official statement, by whieh you will 
see the sum that each one gets; but taking the 
appropriation bill as we have it before us it will 
be found that these various assistants, for they 
are nothing else, of the Secretary of the Navy 


arereceiving salaries of from three to four thou- | 


sand dollars, and there are some eight of them. 
They arenot called assistants. Itis notnecessary 
that the head of the contract office in the Post 
Office Department should be called an Assist- 
ant Postmaster General. He would be just as 
much an assistant if he were called the chief 
of the contract office as he is when he is called 
the Second or Third Assistant Postmaster Gen- 
eral. So it will be seen that we have in. the 
Navy Department these chiefs ef bureaus who 
have an appeoptiation in this bill for their 
compensation. They do not receive their 
Compensation, it seems, through the ordinary 
appropriation for the officers of the Navy. -I 
suppose there is an appropriation in thia bill 
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I should like aR || 


i 


generally. | 
Mr. DRAKE. No,sir; that is in the naval | 
|| appropriation | 
i Mr. TRUMBULL. That is in another 
| appropriation bill, then; but here in this bill 
;, they are paid as civil officers. 
| Mr. DRAKE. The same salary that they | 
‘| would receive if they were on shipboard as | 
| nama officers 
r. 


| these eight persons here performing the duties | 
: of civilians who are receiving salaries of from | 


‘three to four thousand dollars and are the | 
mere assistants of the Secretary of the Navy. |: 


This sweeps away entirely the whole basis 


his support of the proposition to increase the | 
salary of this chief clerk. 


Mr. CRAGIN. I will not prolong this de- ,' 


‘bate; but I supposed every Senator in this 
, body knew that. the money was appropriated 
| annually to pay the salaries of the heads of 
i: the bureaus in the Navy Department and War 

Department as officers of the Army and Navy, 
instead of coming out of the 

: the civil service. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I-beg. leave to correct 
my friend. -He certainly does not want to fall 
into an error in a matter of this kind. I have 
the law before me. The law gives to the heads 
of these bureans $3,500 a year each. Where | 
ever their pay aa officers of the Navy exceeds | 
the salary they draw their pay. Wherever | 
|| the pay is less than the salary they draw the | 
salary of the head ofa bureau. For instance, 


probably would fall under the pay of a head of 
otherwise provided by law.” . 

| Mr. CRAGIN, It is “otherwise. provided” 
1n every Case. i i 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


' probably over that, 
Mr. CRAGIN. 


-I “suppose they all get 
All of thems get.more than 


do. not get over $3,500——- 
Mr. CRAGIN. I thi 
| geta more than thas... 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
the amounts tie bill appropriates, and take out | 
the pay of the subordinate-clerke in some of 
these. bureaus, you will find that. there is. not 
$3,500 left. eee 

Mr. CRAGIN. ï am not quite. positive; 
but I think the lowest bureau officer in the 
Navy Department is a captain, and IJ think the 
pay of a captain, including allowances, is over 
$3, 00. r e ~ ` 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘Three thousand seven 
hundred and thirty-three dollars. cone 
Mr. POMEROY. The lowest officer is 
$3,783 33. ‘ ane: 
Mr. CRAGIN. There are some heads of 
bureaus who are rear admirals; and they draw 
the pay of rear admirals. Thosa who are còm- 
modores draw pay of commodores; those who 
are captains the pay of a captain. Just so. it 
-is in the War Department. It istrue that these 
bureau officers are of assistance. to the Secre- 
tary and to someextent they take special charge 
of the business pertaining to their bureaus. 
Bat the chief clerk of the Navy Department 
has a.general business to perform. It is well 
known that there are thousands, I may almost 
say; of officers of the Navy scattered all over 
the world.. They are in constant correspond- 
ence with the Department; and this.ehief clerk 
is the man who has to write all the letters to 
‘all the officers of the Navy scattered throughout 
: the length and breadth of the:werld. - Sis 

<Mr. TRUMBULL. What. are the three | 
clerks of class fonr in his oficedoing?-- `- 


bill. | 


Mr. CRAGIN. Some of them andonbtediy | 
assist him.: beh in the matter. of appoint- 


somewhere to pay the officers of the Navy | 


1 


ments and the matter of promotions and the 
matter of commissions—— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. He has at least twenty 
clerks to assist him. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Whatever may be the duties 
of the other clerks, if anybody will look over 
this bill, I think he will find just fifty-oneclerks, 
civilians, in the entire Navy Department and in 


| allits bureaus combined. ‘The force wasreduced 


| 


k |; last spring, I think, thirty-three and one third 
TRUMBULL. Then it is the same || 
! thing as if they were civilians, and you have |! 


per cent, at least, and it has actually thrown 
great burdens on the chief clerk. I know from 
| observation, I know from the general testimony 
' of the office, that that is the fact. If it is the 
jadgment of the Senate that his salary ought 
not to'be increased, I have nothing to say. 


| Tam myself opposed generally to the increase 
upon which the Senator from Missouri rests . 


of salaries ; I would rather go for a reduction ; 
but having seen this man in the performance 
- of his duty day after day, knowing that he works 
out of office hours and almost Sundays—I know 
‘ he does on some occasions work on the Sab- 

bath day, and is compelled to do so to keep up 

his work—I felt willing, and I am anxious, this 
: little pittance should -be given to him. 


. , Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I am op- 


appropriations for ., 
., this increase is small, involving as the amend- 


‘| this Department. 
‘| the pay of the offieer who has charge of the || 
Bureau of Equipment—Mr. Lenthall, í think— | 


a bureau. Thesalary is fixed at $3,500, unless - 
i 


| for the present is a 
:, that at the moment he has devolved upon him 
| $3,500, according to-their rank ia the service. | 
iio Mr. TRUMBULL... Not by this bill They || remedy is rather to remove the evil, to. pro- 

- :| yide either by, legislation or by administration 
nk every one of them | 


| it is his wish.to:continue.  - 


posed to the increase of salaries ; but although 


| ment does the principle of the increase of 
salaries, itis of some importance. I rose, how- 
ever, to direct attention to another point. If 


i 


‘| I apprehend the argument made in favor of 


| this increase, it is the appropriate argument to 
show, not that’ the increase here suggested 
should be made, but to show there is an un- 
| equal distribution of duties and of labors in 
I infer from what issaid by 
the Senators from Missouri and New Hamp- 
shire that either occasionally or continually 
the person whose interest is here involved is 

doing a much larger share of duty than would 
| pertain to him in case there were anything 

fike an equal distribution; and I submit, if 
that be so, the remedy is not to graduate 
the pay by the fact that the particular officer 
ood one, nor by the fact 


{ 
1 
{ 


extraordinary and temporary duties. The 


for a more. just and equable. distribution of 


: ee i labor. 
If you will compute || 


. The honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
said, if I understood him, at first that this offi- 
‘cer conducted all the correspondence himself. 


| That would be very strange if it were so; but 


modifying his statement he saya some:of. the 
clerks aid him. Very well; if clerks enough 
do not aid’ him to enable him to complete’ his 
duties without working nights and Sundays, as 
it: seems! he does, then more clerks of those 
that are there shouldbe aiding him, rather 
than aiding some other head of a bureau or 
chief who it appears from these statements has 
much lighter labors.than are devolved on this 
particular individual. Therefore I see no réa- 
‘gon, for. one, for voting for this increase, but 
rather, if the. evil exist, for. voting for some- 
thing, if legislation be necessary, which shall 
appy the appropriate cure. 9 “# O, 
r.: HARLAN.. I suppose the. honorable 
Senator who has eharge of this bill does ‘not 
expect to dispose of it. to-night.. It is now 
nearly ten o'clock; I move thatthe Senate 
adjourn. , : i a 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine: If the Senator 
will withdraw that motion I think we may get 
‘through with the reading of the text of the bill. 
There are only four or five more pages, and I 
thought we might get through reading the text 
of the bill. 5 
Mr. HARLAN. Idono 
‘the Senator ia the. consideration of the bill 


t wish to cabinas 
1 


: Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. -If the Senate 


|| will allow this question to be-passed ever until 


-to-morrow we can then contplete the reading 
of the bill in ten or fifteen minutes. 
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S ue CONKLING. Why not let. that. hbe 
“he HARLAN. Very well. 


mie M MORRILL, of Maine. 


I withdraw the 
.I ask, then, that 


the pending amendment be passed over for the || 


resent, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- | 


ator fram Maine suggests that this amendment 


in regard to- the- salary of the chief clerk of the | 


Navy Department.be passed over for the pres- ` 


ent Informally. The Chair bears no objection 
to that course. The next amendment will ‘be 
stated. 

The next PE TEE was in the appropria- 
tions for the Navy Department, in line twelve 
hundred and twentyrone, to strike out ‘‘ three” 
and ingert “ four”. before ‘clerks of the third 
class,” 

The amendment was agreed to. . 


‘The next amendment was to increase the 4 
appropriation for the compensation of the | - 
force in the office of the Seoretary of the r Naty i: 


from $24,180. to $26,080. 
The amendment was agreed to. | 


office of the Attorney General from $6, 000; tö 
$10,000.- 
The amendment was: agreed to. 4 
Mr. ROSS. 


morrow I shall move an amendment to this 


bill which I ask may be referred to the Com- | rials: and resolutions: of State and ‘territorial 


mittee on Appropriations. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will beso | 


referred. The reading of the bill will proceed. 


ti hat to- | 
Pedeareite Give nonigs thak te i committees and not tobe. brought back: by 


The next amendment of the Committee’on ; 


Appropriations was in section two, line fhras 
to strike oat the word ‘Dill’ and insert * 
and in line six to strike out * $700” andi insert 
“$920; so as toread; `. 
SEG. 2. And be it further enacted, That the còm- 
papers of all messengers, assistant opal 
aborera, and watchmen, whether day or-night, 
vided for in this act, unless otherwise speci cally 
stated, shall be as’ follows: for messengers, $810 
annum; 
for laborers and watehmen, $720 per annum: 


The amendment was agreed to. 
' The nextamerid ment was in section two, line 
eleven, after the word * offcial,”’. to strike out 
the words *‘ or clerical ;”’ so as to read; ` 


And after the passage of ‘this act no moneys herein 
or otherwise appropriated, or that may: be hereafter 
appropriated for contingent, incidental,. or. miseel- 
Janeous purposes, shall be expended „or paid. for 


per 


official compensation; and it shalt be the daty of the i 
accounting officers to reject ‘and disallow all such | 


payments as illegal.. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I hope that: amendment l 
With the. word i 


will not:be concurred in. 
‘t clerical’ stricken out the provision:does not 
emoanttoanytling. Itsimply renders all that 
“precedes it nugatory. 

. The amendment was rejected. : : 

aon SHERMAN. LI move that the Senate 
am. : 

-e Mr.: ‘WILSON. : I hope the. Senator - will 

withdraw that motion until T mako a state- 

menti ` 

Mr. SHERMAN. - Certainly. © 5; 

"Mr. WILSON. f wish to state that I desire 
to bave a short time to-morrow te take up the 
Army bill, and Ihave so notified the chairman 
of the Committee on: Appropriations: . 
is a necessity for its being done. 

Mr. SUMNER. I ask my colleague how Tong 
he expects that that bill will take? . 

Mr. WILSON. I ‘think we can dispose of 
itin an hour ortwo. > 

Mr. TROMBULL. The regular Army bill? 
That is an important bill. 

Mr. WILSON. Itis. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It-seems to me that it | 
is unfortunate we should lay aside this appro- 

ion. bili when we have progressed with it | 
as far ag we have: «. - 

Mr.: SHERMAN: I renew the motion to 


adjourn. 


for assistant messengers, $720 per annum; | 


 Suoaraed, me ag PaE 


The next amendment was in line twelve kan: i approved. .. 


dred and ninety-one, to increase the appro: | 
priation for the contingent expenses of the | 


i 


i 


| tained additional leave of absence for one week, 


There i 
: land ; 

| || Soule & Co.; 
j to Anna B. Snider; ' 


| land district in the State of Kansas; —: ji. 


| the act of April:20, 1870; 


‘John A. Rawlins, for the benefit of his family ; ‘ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the Senater will 
withdraw the motion for a moment. further. I 
think thig matter ought to be understood before 
we adjourn. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The appropriation ‘pill i is 
pending. I withdraw the motion fora moment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. l.understand the reason 
the Senator from Massachusetts has given this | 
notice is that he is necessarily. called away. | 
That changes the circumstances very much. 

Mr. SUMNER. . It will be observed that the 
Army bill has been made.the special order for 
to-morrow. : ea i ; 

Mr. SHERM AN. I have no doubt the Sen- 
ate will heed the notice to-morrow. L mave 
that- the Senate adjourn. - i 

' The motion. was agreed to; and the Sonate 


| 
| 
| 
i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 
 Mowpay, May 9, 1870. a 
The House met at twelve o'clock m, Prayer ` 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 
The. Journal of sanorsday qe was reed and | 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. : 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday; the | 
first business in order is the call of the States 
and Territories, beginning with the State of | 
Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint | 
resolutions for reference to. their appropriate 
motions to reconsider. . Under this call memo- 
Legislatares are in order: for “printing and 
reieronte. 


1 
} 


¿Me ALLISON: J more that the House do i 
now adjourn. -: i! 
oMr. ABNSWORTH:: II move that there | 


be a'call of the House: : 

The SPEAKER. The A from Iowa 
[Mr. Atzison] has the floor, and has moved 
that the House adjourn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. . I Tope the Honse 
will not agree to the motion to aoo i T call 
for the yeas‘and nsys on it. .-: | - 

‘The yeas and: nays were ordered. - 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to say "ihat -on 
Thursday there was a general understanding 
that no business 

ae SPEAKER. “The motion is not debat- 
able: 

Pending the motion to adjourn, : 

ms LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


‘Mr. POLAND was granted an extension of | 


his leave of-absence until Wednesday.next. !. |. 
Mr. DAWES was granted an extension of . 
his leave of absence for, four days. | 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachactts, ob- | 
Vig 
on account of sickness in his family. . is 
Mr. TANNER was granted leave of absence i 
until Thursday next. `- 
Mr. JULIAN was granted additional leave |! 
of absence until Friday next... :. ae 
` ENROLLED BILLS, ETC., SIGNED. 


Mr. NEGLEY, from the: Gominiita on En- | 
rolled Bills,: reported that the committee had |: 
examined and found. truly enrolled. bills. and 

resolations of the following titles ;. when the 
Speaker signed the samet >: : | 
An act (H :R. No: 40)-to confirm the title | 
of Wiliam M. Garvey: toa certain traet of ii 


An act (H. R. No. 801) for the. relief of ! 
An act (E. R. No.: 1386) ie a pension 
-A bill (S. No. 369) to establish an additional ‘i 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 153) for pay. of | He 
one year’s salary. to the executors of General je 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 269) to amend | 


-Joint resolution (H. R. No.: 278) donating i 


- Banks, Beaman, Beck, 


= Dickinson, Donley, Dox, Ela, Eldridge, 
. gon, Gilfillan, Griswold, Haldeman, Hamill, fea 
; Hoar, Hooper, 


. Conger, 


condemned cannon to the McPherson Monu- 
ment Association; and 
An act (H. R. No. 902) limiting the appoint- 
ment of certain officers in the Treasury De. 
partment. 
MEMBER-ELECT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
presented the certificate of election of Joseph 
` H. Lewis, member-elect from the third con- 
gressional district of the State of Kentacky, to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of J. 8. Golladay; which was referred to the 
Committee of Elections. 

The question recurred upon the motion to 
adjourn; and being taken, it was decided in 
the affirmativa—yeas 79, nays 55, not voting 


| 98; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Allison, Arnell, Ayer, 

Benton, Bird. George M. 

uck, Benjamin F. Butler, Cako, Calkin, 

iliam T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, Conner, Des ogener, 
itch 


Brooks, B 
Wil 


Johnson, Thomas L. Joues, Judd, 
Knott, Logan, Mayham, McNeely, Daniel J. Mor- 
roll, Morrissey, Negley, Niblack, Orth, Paine, Peters, 
Pheips, Pomeroy, Prosser, Reeves, Rice, Sawyer, 
Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon. Por- 
ter Sheldon. Joseph S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 
William Smyth, Stiles, Stokes, Stone. Stoughton, 
Sweeney, Tillman, Trimble, T'wichell, Tyner, pson, 
Van ‘Tramp. Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
Wheeler, Wilkinson, Williams, John T. Wilson, 
Winans, and Winchester—79. 

NAYS — Messrs. Ambler, Asper, Barry, Beatty, 
Benjamin, Bennett. Blair, Buffinton, Burchard, 
Roderick R. Butler, Churehill, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, 

Cowles, Duval Dyer, Farnsworth, Ferriss, 
. Finkelnburg, Fisher, Harris, H Hawley, Hay, Heflin, 
` Kelsey, Ketcham, Laflin, Lash, Lawrence, Lough- 
ridge, Maynard, McGrew, McKee, McKenzie, blia- 
kim H. Moore, Morphis, Samuel P. Morrill, O’Neill, 
Paokaril, Peok, Perce, Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Sar- 
ont, Stark wenthor Stevenson, Strickland, Van 
Wells, Whitmore, Willard, Eugene M. Wil- 

son, and Wood—55. 

NOT VOTING — Méssrs. Ames, Archer, Arm: 
evens, Atwood, Axtell, Bailey, Barnum. Biggs, 
Bingham, Boles, poogker. Bowen, Boyd, James 
Brooks, Buckley, Burdett, Burr, Cessna. Clevéland, 
Clinton L, Cobb, Cook, Covede, Cox, Crabs, Cullom, 
Davis, Dawes, Dickey. Dixon, Dockery, Ferry, Fox, 
Garfield, Getz, Haight, Hale, Hamb eton, Hamil- 
ton, Hawkins. Hays, Hill, Hoge, Holman, Hotchkiss, 
Ingersoll Jenckes, “Alexander H. Jones, Julian, 
Kelley, Kellogg: Kerr, Knapp, Lynch, Marshall, 

McCarth a ormick, McCrary, Mercur, Milnes, 
Jesse H, Moore, William Moore, Morgan, Munzen, 
Myers, Packer, Palmer, Platt, Poland, Porter, Pot- 
ter, Randall, Ridgway Schumaker, Sherrod, Snober, 
Slocum, John A. mith, William d. Smith, Stevens, 
Strader, Strong, Swann, Tafe, ‘Fanner, Taylor, 
Townsend, Van Auken, Van Horn, Ward, William 
B. Washburn, Welker, Witcher, and Woodward~—93. 


So the motion was agreed to; and accord- 
ingly (at twelve o'clock and forty minotes 


: pe m. n.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS; RTC. . 


. The following petitions, &., were presented 
ander the rule, and referred tothe appropriate 
‘committees: . 

.By Mr: BEAMAN : The. remonstrance of 


h Samuel Warner. and others, against the pas- 


sage of House bili No. 471, for the change of 
the line- of the road of the Amboy, Lausing, 
and Traverse Bay Railroad Company. : 
Also, the remonstrance of E. A. ‘Rockwell 
and: others, tothe same effect. 
By Mr. CHURCHILL: The somonit 


pof D. N. Rasbach:and 20 others; citizens of 
| Canastota, New York; against. the passage. of 


-the funding bill. 
By Mr. COWLES: A petition of. volun- 
teers.of Cayuga county, New York, under act 


‘of July, 1864, for bounty. 


By Mr. HAMILL: . A remonstrance of eiti- 


| gens of Carroll county, Maryland, against the 


passage by Congress of the funding: bill es 
now propose 
© By Mr: MAYNARD: ‘The: menal of 
Joseph. Bent,. a loyal citizen of Knoxville, 
‘Tennessee, praying compensation for. two 
‘dwelling- houses. destroyed by military order 
during the war.. - 

Also, the memorial of Lieutenant Jesse P. 
Green, second Tennessee cavalry, praying psy 
from date of commission to date of muster. 


1870. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, Afay 10, 1870. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
wax, D. D 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 


approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented resolu- 


tions of the Grand Encampment of the depart- 


ment of New York, Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic, in favor of the adoption of a plan for the 
monthly payment of pensions; which were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Sarah 
N. Eagleton, praying an extension of the let- 
ters-patent granted to her husband, Joseph 
Eagleton, May 20, 1856, and reissued June 24, 
1856, for a new and useful improvement in 
annealing furnaces; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Nancy 
S. Ledford, widow of Christopher M. Ledford, 
late private company F second North Carolina 
mounted infantry, praying to be allowed a pen- 
siou; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


Mr. PRATT. I also present a memorial 


of citizens of Elkhart county, in the State , 


of Indiana, who remonstrate earnestly against 
the passage of House bill No. 1492, for the 
extension of John Young's patent for washing 
and wringing machines. ‘They say in their 


remonstrance that the effect of.the extension || 


of the patent would be to increase the cost of 
these necessary household articles, already too 
heavily burdened with patent tariffs. Accord- 
ing to their best information not less than two 
hundred thousand wringing machines are man- 
ufactared and sold per annum, and this num- 
ber is increasing yearly. It will be, in their 


if the price of these necessary articles can be | 
reduced to some reasonable proportion to their ` 


cost of manufacture. If this patent is ex- 
tended this will be impossible, as they know 
from past experience; and at least $100,000 


per annum will flow into thetreasury of the few, 


waich, without injury to any person, should 
remain in the pockets of the many. 

I move the reference of this memorial tothe 
Committee on Patents. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Committee _ 


on Patents have reported on that sabj 
it will be laid on the table. : 

Mr. PRATT. Adversely or favorably ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 


ect, and 


adversely. The memorial will be laid on the | 


table. . : 

Mr. LEWIS presented the petitions of John 
A. B. Thornton, Gloucester county, Virginia ; 
of Selas Shaples, Albemarle county, Virginia; 
of H. G. Segar, Richmond, Virginia; of George 
A. Lipscomb, Charlotte county, Virginia, and 
of Thomas Cheatham, Lunenburg county, 
Virginia, praying the removal of their political 
disabilities; which were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. McCREERY presented the petitions of 
R. M. Young, John H. Arthur, and W. J. Can- 
trell, of Calhoun, Gordon county, Georgia, 
praying the removal of their political disabil- 


ities; which were referred to the select Com- | 


mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
_Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented a peti- 


scrubbers in the Treasury Department, pray- 
ing an increase of compensation; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. COLE presented the petition of Maria 
A. Burton, widow of Henry S. Barton, late 
colonel of fifth regiment of artillery, United 
States Army, ar brevet brigadier general, 
praying an increase of her pension ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
omas W, Dandrid e, M. D., of Madison, 
ockingham county, Virginia, and of Sabat 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Griffin, of Brunawick, Virginia, praying the 
| removal of their political disabilities; which 
| were referred to the select Committee on the 
! Removal of Political Disabilities. 


Mr. SHERMAN presented resolutions of | 
. the Cleveland Labor Union, against grants of 


lands to railroad companies and other corpora- |; 


tions; which were referred to the Committee 
on Pablic Lands.. i 

He also. presented the 
Jeffries, of Wheeling, West 
atrears of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of 
Sebastian Riechert, praying that the Commis- 


the bill (S. No. 551) declaratory of an act 
entitled ‘‘An act to provide increased revenue 
from imports, to pay interest on the public 
debt, and for other purposes,” approved Au- 
gust 5, 1861, to report it back with amend- 
ments. I will state that the object of the bill 
is to provide for the repayment of certain 


i duties: imposed on the importation of Russia 
hemp. The Committee on Finance are unan- 


etition of Anne | 
irginia, praying ‘: 


imously of the opinion that the act of Congress 
approved August 5, 1861, by which a duty of 
forty dollars per ton was imposed upon unman- 


 ufactured Russia hemp, while at the same time 


“a duty of twenty-five dollars per ton was im- 
: posed upon Manila aud other hemps, is in 


sioner of the General Land Office be directed | 


to state an account with him in relation to cer- 
tain lands in St. Clair county, Illinois, and that 
he be refunded the amount of purchase-money 
with six per cent. interest from the time that 
payment was made for such lands; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. McDONALD presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of Arkansas, in favor of a grant 
of one hundred sections of land to the Arkan- 
sas Institute for the Blind; which were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. POMEROY. I present a memorial in 
the nature of a protest against the bill propos- 


ing to make a territorial government for the , 


District of Columbia, unless the right of suf- 
frage be extended to all citizens without regard 
to sex. The memorialists represent thatif all 
| the citizens of this District who are citizens of 
i the United States should be allowed to vote 
| they would favor the government of this Dis- 
` trict in that manner, but not otherwise. 

the Committee on the District of Columbia 
have reported on this subject, I move that the 


< orial li the table. 
opinion, greatly for the interest of the public Tho eein Wasa d 


The motion was agreed to. 


_S. Allen’s Sons, of Greenfield, Massachusetts, 


i, remonstrating against the extension of the pat- 


i 


; ent of John Young for washing and wringing 
machines ; which was ordered to lie on- the 
table. : 
Mr. SUMNER. I also present the petition 


As; 


violation of the treaty between the United 
States and Russia, made on the llth of May, 


` 1888, by which it was provided that no higher 
' or other duty should be imposed upon the im- 


portation into the United States of any article 
the produce or manufacture of Russia than 
was imposed upon like articles the produce or 
manufacture of any other foreign country. A 
majority of the committee are of the opinion 
that the duties that. were collected upon the 


. importation. of Russia hemp in violation of 


| 


| 


this treaty ought to be refunded, and the bill 
that I have reported is to provide for refunding 


them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am not able to agree 
with the report of the committee as to the 
necessity or propriety of refunding duties 
already paid by citizens of the United States. 
I think they have no just cause to complain, 
although I agree with the committee that the 
duty on Russia hemp is in violation of the 
spirit of the treaty. - I am directed by the Com- 


| mittee on Finance to report a bill to correct ia 
‘| the future the levy of the duty on Russia hemp, 


. or to make the duty on Russia hemp the same 


Mr. SUMNER presented the memorial of ` 


' passed to the second reading. 


as on Manila hemp; but I do not think we 

ought'to refund what has already been paid. 
The bill (S. No. 896) relating to the duties 

on Russia and other hemps was read and 


Mr; FERRY. - ‘The Committee to Audit and 


© Control the Contingent Expenses of the Sen- 


of N. H. Wood, of Portage city, Wisconsin, ` 


, asking that Congress will provide fora farther | 


‘ and setting forth ways and means to secure a 
, retarn -to specie payments. I move the refer- 
, ence of this petition to the Committee on 
Finance. — 
The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I present a petition of 
citizens of Yolo and Solano counties, Califor- 
| nia, bordering on the Rio de los Putos, pray- 


: twenty miles. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. KELLOGG pre 
| John S. Smith, of New ( 
praying the removal. of his political disabili- 
| ties; which was referred to the select Com- 
| mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
Healso presented the petition of William H. 


| Colledge, praying compensation for. clerical 
tion of women employed as sweepers and | Eon PATIR 


labor performed in the ‘Third Auditor’s Office, 
Treasury Department, from May 11 to the 11th 
| of October, 1859; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILSON presented a petition of Charles 
Stoddard and other citizens of the United 
States, praying for a reduction -or repeal of 
the legacy and succession taxes; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I am instructed by the 
| Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 


increase of the circulation of the national banks, » 


ing for the establishment of a post route from’ 
Vacaville to Buckeye, a distance of about | made, the resolution will be placed on the 
The district is a very important | 
and growing agricultural one, and I respect- | 
fully commend the petition to the favorable i 
' consideration of the Committee on Post Offices : 
and Post Roads, to which I move its reference. | 


ate, to. whom was‘referred a resolution to pay 


toO. B. Hart the usual ‘mileage of a Senator 


for one session and the monthly pay from the 


‘date of presenting his credentials until the 


passage of the resolution declaring him not 


entitled to a seat, have had the same under 
‘| consideration, and instracted me to report it 


: and I ask for its 


ion? ae 
- Mr. CHANDLER. I object. 


back to the Senate and recommend its passage; 
resent consideration. 
The VICE. PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
t l . 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
Calendar of resolutions. . .. 
. Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on . Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
622) to.grant a pension to Nancy E. Ammong, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted 


: a report; which was ordered to be printed. 


sented the petition of | 
ew Orleans, Louisiana, | 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 682) to increase 
the pension of Marie Antoinette Rousseau, 
widow of the late General L. H. Rousseau, sub- 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered 


| to be printed; and on his motion, the bill was 
i indefinitely postponed. ` : 


Mr. WILLEY, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the.petition of 


| William Spence, praying compensation for 


property taken and used. by the Army of the 
United States in the years 1862 and 1863, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
897) for the relief of William Spence. 

The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be 


© printed. 


if 


i 


Mr. WARNER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 804) in aid of the New Orleans, Baton 
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Rouge, and Vicksburg railroad, reported it || ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. ` There being no 


with an amendment. 
“BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. McDONALD asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 898) to aid in the maintenance of the Ark- 


twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be. printed. .__ 
Mr. HOWELL asked, and by unanimous 
cousent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No, 899) to regulate the pensions of disabled 
officersand enlisted men; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 
- Mr. PATTERSON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 900) to incorporate the Loan and Trust 
Company of the United States; which wasread 


twice by ite title, referred to the Committee on | 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be | 


printed. 2 - 

Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
901) for the relief of Sarah N. Eagleton, exec- 
~utrix of the last will and testament of J. Joseph ` 
Eagleton, deceased ; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on Patents, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 902) 
granting lands to the State of California to aid | 
in the construction of a railroad and telegraph | 
line from the town of Vallejo to Humboldt bay, | 
in the State of California; which was read twice ; 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Pub- ; 
lie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


_ Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous con- ` Sion: Provided. 


gent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
903) to extend the provisions of an act for the 
final adjustment of private land claims in the - 
States of Florida, Louisiana, and Missouri, and 


for other. purposes; which was read twice by || 


its title, referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous consent : 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 


awrence, and Galveston Railroad Company | 
to relocate a portion of its road; which was | 


printed. — 
Mr. TIPTON asked, and by unanimous con- | 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- |: of the Army, reducing the Army, making very 


great changes in pay and compensation; and | 
we are about to act upon this substitute, con- | 


tion (S. R. No.. 195) authorizing the Midland 
‘Pacific Railway Company to build a bridge at 
or near Nebraska city, and connect its road | 
with other railroads; which was read twice by | 
its title, referred to the Committee on Post | 
Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be | 
printed, | 
INVASION OF INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered | 
‘by unanimous ¢onsent, and agreed to: 
| „Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed to communicate to the Senate any inform- | 
‘ation in his possession of any unauthorized invasion 


of the Indian territory, so called, by citi asioi 
United States. 17 y citizens of the 


REDUCTION OF THK ARMY... 


The VICE PRESIDENT. -The morning 
business'is exhausted. . . 

Mr. WILSON. I now move that the Sen- 
‘ate proceed to the consideration of the Army 
Dill, laying aside the pending bill. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. 
from Massachusetts moves to pass over all prior 
PEOR the purpose of considering the Army 

He a ; ` 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest that the appro- 
‘priation bill be laid aside informally by unani- 
mous consent. ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. It has not come up yet. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg pardon.. The regu- 
ilat morning basiness is finished when we gét 
‘throagh with resolutions. 


| that bill informally. 


l 


resolutions laid over, the: appropriation bili 
now comes up, and it is proposed to pass over 
The Chait hears no ob- 


jection. The legislative, executive, and judi- 


‘| Clalappropriation bill is paar sa koopa a eed 
i l tor ` 
ansas Institute fur the Blind; which was read | end ihe bill cele up by Ihe enor mom 


Massachusetts will be stated. i 

The Secretary. Itis the bill (H. R. No. 
987) to reduce the number of officers in the 
Army of the United States, and for other 
purposes. p 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Isit the pleas- 


ure of the Senate to have the House bill read, - 


or the substitute reported by the Senate Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs amended by- the 
Senate? The Secretary will report the substi- 
tute as. amended, 

Mr. WILSON. The substitute has been 
read. I think it would be. better to proceed 
with its consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT.. The question is 
on agreeing to the substitute us amended by the 
Senate some days since. ; re 

Mr. WILSON. . I propose before that is done 
to strike out the twenty-third section and in- 
sert what I send to the Chair in lieu. of it. 

The Secretary. ‘lhe words proposed to be 
stricken out are: 


. That section thirty-seven of the act entitled: “An 
act to increase and fix the military peace establish- 


ment of the United States,” approved July 28, 1866, | 


be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 
And it is moved to insert in lieu thereof: 
That the Sécrctary of War shall prepare a system 


: of general regulations for the administration of the 


affairs of the Army, which, when approved by the 


President, shall be in force and obeyed until altered 


`: or revoked by the same authority; and said regula- 


tions shall be reported to Congress at its next ses- 


inconsistent with the lons of the United States. 
And beit further enacted, That tho provisions of the 

act of July 28, 1866, which declare that the existing 

regulations for the Army shall remain in force, are 


i hereby repealed. ; 


The amendment. to the amendmènt was . 
‘agreed to... | 


Mr, TRUMBULL. Thisisa very important 
bill.,. It was. read some days ago. Although 


(S. R. No. 194) to enable the Leavenworth, i; I do not know but I am willing to agree to the 


whole substitute, I confess I havenot exam- 


' ined it sufficiently to think we ought to pass it 


|! in the hearing of the Senate. 


The Senator |- 


À . ` || without having it again read to the Senate, or 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- | Y? iets: sani fos 

ops ic La |; 8ọme Opportunity given . to look into it. 1 do 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be i; not know how it is with other Senators ; but. it 


i: strikes me in this way: here isa bill, avery ` 


important one, in regard to ,the organization 


sisting of twenty-five sections, without having 


i| eXamined it at all in the Senate. 


Mr. WILSON. ` I will explain the different 
sections. j 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the Senator from 


| Massachusetts had either better explain. the 


substitute to.us and show how it differs from 
the original bill, or else it had better be read 


‘is a bill that ought to command the attention 
of every Senator. 


Mr. WILSON. F'suggest, as the way tó have | 


it best understood, that we take it up settion 


by section, have each section read, and I will | 


explain any section on which an explanation 
is desired. I do not desire to consume the 
time of the Senate in making a general speech 


; on the subject, though I had intended to do so. 


‘better way. ` S 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 


Mr. SHERMAN. Ithink that would be the 


will report the first section of the substitute, | 


and the Senator from Massachusetts will explain 
each section as it 
desire of the Senate. 


The Secretary read the ‘first section of-the |; 


matter proposed to be inserted by the amend- 


ment of the Committee on Military Affairs, as | 


follows: 


That the President be, and heis hereby, authorized ` 


and directed, on or before the Ist day of Jaty, 1871, 


hat shid regulations shall not be . 


I am sure this | - 


is reported, if that. is the | 


| toreduce the number of onlisted men in the Army 
to twenty-five thousand, and thereafter there shail 
be no moro than twenty-five thousand enlisted men 
in the Army at any one time, unless otherwise 
authorized by law. 


| Mr. WILSON. I will say that the number 
: of enlisted men inthe Army at the present time 
| is thirty-five thousand. This section proposes 
| to reduce the number to twenty-five thousand 
| by the 1st of July, 1871, thirteen or fourteen 
months hence. The terms of enlistment of some 
| eighteen or twenty thousand of the men now in 
a the Army will expire between this and that 
time. Itis left to the discretion of the Presi- 
dent to make this reduction at any time between 
now and July 1, 1871. Ifit should so happen 
` that the condition of the country should require 
the present force to be kept up we can make 
the necessary change next winter. But it is 
important to reduce the force, if possible, down < 
. to the lowest cost. This reduction, ifadopted, 
and if the condition of the country will permit 
‘it on the lat of July, 1871, will save from six 
to seven million dollars every year. I hope, 
therefore, is will be adopted. Then if any 
Indian or other troubles in the country should 
require the force to be kept up at the next 
' session of Congress we can repeal so much 
of this act as reduces the rank and file, as it 
‘does not go into effect until July, 1871. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 
, what the number of the Army is fixed at by the 
House bill? 
Mr. WILSON. By the House bill the num- 
' ber of the Army, rank and file, is not affected 
; in any way. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. They left it the same as 
it is now? 
Mr. WELSON. Just as it stands now. 
, Mr. TRUMBULL. They reduced the off- 
© eers and not the men? 
Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir; they reduced the 
officers and not the men. — 
Mr. POMEROY. Mr. President—— 
Mr.SHERMAN. AsI understand the Sen- 
: ator from Massachusetts, each section was to 
be read and the Senator was to explain it, and 
then when we got through with the sections in 
, that way we were to vote on amendments. 
| Otherwise we shall get into a debate on à sin- 
gle section. we i Bt 
| Mr- POMEROY. 
l| 


-I have no remarks to 
submit on the general bill, excepting on this 
section. * oe 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iwanted to hear the Ben- 
i; ator from Massachusetts as to the whole, and 
v then we can go back and the whole measure 
will be open to amendment. 

Mr: POMEROY. Has the Senator’ from 
| Massachusetts anything more to say on this 
ii section? ee STAN 
{i Mr. WILSON. Nothing more. I hope we 
i| shall go on. and take up the other sections, and 
(I will explain the whole bill in this way. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The better way would 
be, if there is any suggestion to be made in 
: regard to this section, to make it now. 

“Mr. POMEROY. I have a suggestion to 
i make about it. - I do not believe in providing 
i| for a reduction of the Army now, to take place 

on the Ist of July, 1871... The disguise of this 
‘| thing is too flimsy, too thin. It is not a reduc- 
tion of expenses. If you will examine the 
compensation provided for in the section rela- 
|| tive to the payment of the officers who are 
|| retained you will find that the aggregate ex- 
|| pense will exceed the amount of the reduc- 
j tion, even if you reduċe the Army to twenty- 
| five thousánd men. Therefore, as a pecuniary 
question, this measure is not worth one cent. 
If we cannot save any money by it, is there 
‘| any reason existing in the country why we 
should provide for a reduction of the Army 
‘| now, when that reduction is not to take effect 
| until- Congress will have been together again 
i and have had another session, when we shall 
| have the facts and the condition of the coun- 
‘| try before-us as they shall then exist? No 
Senator who comes from the section of coun- 
i| try from which I receive correspondence almost 
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sey morning can fail to feel: that we aie | Army in every location and station of the 


threatened with a war on our frontier more | 
formidable than has ever existed, or at any | 
rate more formidable than has existed for many 
sears. The President has notified the coun- : 
try, and the Secretary of War has been here 
jnforming Senators and the chairman of this 
committee that we cannot reduce the Army; 
it is impossible ; the condition of the country ; 
will not permit it; and yet we are to provide, : 
as the first section of this bill does, a proposi- | 
tion to redace the Army some time between ` 
now and July 1, 1871, on account, as it is` 
alleged, of effecting a reduction of seven or 
nine millions in expenses; and yet when that 
section comes before the Senate which pro- 
vides for the pay of the Army, you will see 
that we increase the expenses, and the amount 
of increase will exceed the amount of reduc- 
tion even if we reduce the Army, which we do 
not intend to do, or at any rate not until July 1, 
1871. Therefore, instead of this measure being 
in the interest of retrenchment, it is notin that 
interest. he T 
dollar; for this year certainly it will not re- | 
duce the Army, but it will increase the ex- 
penses. That is my conviction. I donot want 
to argue it, for I know the amount of business 
there is pressing before the Senate, and I do 
not wish to occupy time. I have simply ex- | 


. pressed my conviction upon the question. lj ‘ l ai 
| Mr. POMEROY. Ifthe Army is to keep up : 
the machinery of recruiting for eight thousand ; 
there will be very little additional expense in | 


Mr. WILSON. Iam sorry to say that the 
convictions of the Senator are not correct. In 
the first place, if the Army were reduced from 
thirty-five thousand, rank and file, totwenty-five 
thousand, it would be a saving of $6,500,000. 
That we understand. 

Mr. POMEROY. Iask theSenator whether | 
ke does propose to reduce the Army this year? : 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator will listen I 
will give him all the information he can desire 
about this subject. The enlistments of more 
than eighteen thousand soldiers of the United 
States expire in the course of eight or nine 
months. ‘he question is whether we shall keep 
the Army full to thirty-five thousand men. 

Now, what does this bill provide? It was 
originally intended to make this redaction on 
the Ist day of next January, but it was feared | 
that ifthe reduction of ten thousand ‘was then 
made, and we failed to reénlist men whose 
terms would expire in the mean time, it might 
he against the public service, and therefore :' 
the time is changed from the Ist of January 
nexttothe Istof July, extending it six months. |i 
This will give the War Department discretion- | 
ary power, and they will be. governed by the |; 
needs of the country. If the needs of the | 
country require it they will not make the re- | 
duction until toward July, 1871. If it shall | 

be found at the next session of Congress that | 
the thing cannot-be done, then the act may be | 
modified. But if we are to make any reduc- | 
tion at all this. gives a: year in which to make 
it, and make it, not by turning soldiers out of | 


the Army, but by failing toenlist more men. I il 


believe that-if we have no Indian war there | 
can be no question at all abbot it, that in a 
year from this time the Department can work | 
the Army down to twenty-five thousand, rank | 


v and file; andif it can do go we shall save $650 | 


on every man reduced, for that is the average 


Mr. RAMSEY.. What is the:aumber of the | 
rank aud file at this time? ae 
Mr, WILSON... Between thirty-five and 
thirty-six thousand. ` 
Mr. RAMSEY, Really or nominally. 
Mr. WILSON, Really. i 
Mr. RAMSEY. I know that many of the 
Companies on the remote posts .of the Indian 


frontier supposed to be- fall are but half full. ii 


ompanies of fifty men, for instance, are ina | 
Post surrounded by a great number of Indians, 
zud there is no other post containing troops 
within a hundred miles. It isa miserable way 
of Protecting the frontier. Í f | 

Mr, WILSON. The War Department has 

ie precise number of enlisted men in the 


It will not save to the Treasury a |, 


country. These men are scattered all over 
this broad land in two hundred and fifty-two 
| military stations. . : 
Mr. RAMSEY.: Is it not true that in man 
' of those posts there are but twenty-five or fifty 
: men, pe no post again for a hundred miles? 
Mr. WILSON. Certainly. _ 
. Mr. RAMSEY. That is a wretched system. 
Mr. POMEROY. I have listened to the 
Senator from Massachusetts, and he has not 
varied the statement he made before; and that 
is that the Secretary of War does not propose, 
in view of the condition of the country, to re- 
duce the Army before 1871, and that if there 
is any public exigency then Congress will be 
in session and we can repeal at that time so 
much of this law as requires him to reduce it. 


y | because we have n 


that we could not have them. Theconsequence 
is that we have had war on the plains for 
the last four years; we have war there now, and 
we have: had that war and have it now simply 
ot had troops enongh in the 
Army. 

It seems to me, sir, to be idle to say that we 
| can increase the Army hereafter if circum- 
| stances shall necessitate it. Why diminish it 


atall? It is well known that it is a great deal 


. I submit, Mr. President, that is not the way to- 


_ legislate. lhat is legislating in such a way as 

to provide for the repeal of your legislation 

_ before the time comes for it to go into execu- 
tion. ; 

‘The Senator says finally that there are eight- 

; een thousand men whose terms of enlistment 

i will expire within a few months, and yet the 

| bill proposes to deorease. the Army only ten 

; thousand, and there are therefore: only eight 


easier to keep the Army at its present status 
than to increase it after it shall once have been 
reduced, and I should do so in view of the con- 
stantly threatening condition of things there. 
I hope, sir, that this amendment will not 
prevail. The troubles on the plains must con- 

. tinue from year to year until some much more 
satisfactory system of governing. the Indians 
than we now have shall have been devised. 
The only way now of keeping peace there is 
by force, and that is likely to be the only way 
for years to come. Our settlements are ex- 
tending too far into the West; the accumula- 
tion of property is too great and.of too much 

, Importance to the Government to risk the 


" sacrifice of millions there for the sake of 


: thousand to be enlisted, or new enlistments to | 


' that extent are to be made in any.-event. 
Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 


| recruiting twelve or fifteen thousand. It isthe 


"recruiting machinery that is expensive, rather 
. than the number of men that. are recruited ; 


| go that in this respect there is no saving of 
expense. i nosed 

y remarks are directed only to this feature 
of the. bill. 
with a view of decreasing. the expense of the 
Army; that, having passed out-of the rebellion 
and peace heing restored, we were to put the 
Army upon a peace footing at a greatly reduced 
expense. If the Senator will show that this 


posed by the bill., 7 A TEN 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iwill inquire of the Sen- 
ator if he has observed that by the first sec- 
tion of this bill the President may forthwith 


judgment it shall-be advisable sọ to da. . It-is 
not necessary that he should wait until the Ist 
i day of July, 1871; he can commence imme- 
| 
public exigencies will. permit he may reduce 
the Army forthwith, or, if in his judgment it 
be advisable to make the reduction gradually, 
; he-may.go on until the 1st day of July, 1871. 

i _ Mr. POMEROY. I understand that; but 
! I made the remarks I did knowing that the 


head of the War Office does not believe the 
country is in a condition to reduce tha Army 
at all at: present, and there is no intention on 


|| the part of those who conduct military affairs 


to reduce the Army, as I understand. That is 
my understanding about it., I will not take 
uptime on this matter; bat I do not believe 


|| we ought to- provide for the reduction. of the 
cost of every soldier of eur Army annually. ` || 


Army unless we-can greatly ‘reduce the ex- 
pense; but this bill does not do it. 7 

Mr. ROSS. Mr, President, this is not 
a question simply of saving’a few dollars here 
| and there to the Government, but it ia ‘a ques- 
| tion whether we shall protect human life and 
; property on the plains and on the borders of 


ji 


i 
1 


' Senator here that there has been a constant 
‘demand for years for more troops than we have 
i been.able to get on the plains. Month after 
; month, and day after day almost, for years the 
Senators and members from the West. have 
been importuning the President, the Secretary 
of War, and the General-of the Army for more 
| troops for that country. Their. uniform answer 
has been that they had not troops to spare; 


i 


diately. on the passage of this bill, and if the | 


I understood it was coming in | 


bill would reduce the expenses, though the | 
whole western. frontier were thereby exposed, | 
I might perhaps submit to the reduction pro- | 


;| commence the reduction of the Army if in his | 


| our settlements. ‘It is well known to every | 


saving a few hundred thousands here. . 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, at the close 

of the rebellion we had one million and thirty- 

four thousand men under arms. In 1866 we 


: reorganized the Army of the United States and 


provided for about fifty-four or fifty-five thou- 
sand men, which could be, however, extended 
to eighty thousand. . That ‘force has been re- 
duced, reduced by the law two years ago, until 
it now stands at thirty-five thousand, rank and 
i file, actually in the service. It is believed that 
we ought to reduce this force if possible to 
' twenty-five thousand men, and for that purpose 
this bill has provided, and has provided in the 
most careful way, leaving the Executive to 
commence now and to continue along from 
month to month forthe next thirteen months 
making this reduction, or to keep the force up 
till near that time,.and if when we approach 
the time it should be necessary to keep.up a 
larger force we can then do it; but if it should 
not be necessary to do. it the force will then 
stand twenty-five thousand, and we shall save 
$6,500,000 annually. ` It is a plain, simple 
proposition. I hope the proposition will be 
adopted. 
r. WARNER. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. :The Chair was 
about to ask whether the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio should be carried out, that this 
substitute be read through by sections, the 
chairman of the committee explaining each 
section, after which the proposition will be 
: open for amendment and general debate. The 
: Senator from Ohio stated that he understood 
| that to be the proposition. This debate seems 
to be confined to the first section. [A pause.] 
There seems to be no response. . The Senator 
from Alabama is entitled to the floor. 

` Mr. HAMLIN. I-want'to make a response 
to that, and I suggest.that if we read each sec- 
| tion, and consider each section by itself, and 
listen to a separate explanation from the Senator 
i from Massachusetts, we shall have just so many 
| distinct and separate debates as:there are se® 

tions in this bill. Now, I say let us adopt the 
suggestion of the Senator from Ohio ; let the 
Senator from Massachusetts give us an explan- 
ation of each section as it is written, and then 
let us have one debate instead of as man 
debates as there are sections in the bill, for it 
will come'to that if we do not adopt the sug- 


i gestion. of the Senator from Ohio. bs a 
_ Mr. SHERMAN. My suggestion was that 
the Senator having charge of -the bill should 
| have the first section read, then the second 
section, and if nothing needed to bé explained, 
go on, and by the time he gets to the end of 


| the bill each Senator will havé formed 4 pretty 


good opinion as to whether he 
for the bill or not. - TE 
| Mr. POMEROY.” Lhave no objection to 
that. i ; 


ought to vote 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. | think that is very well | 


if it is understood thata question may be asked | Taolo nmnoer on TaT 


of the Senator from Massachusetts as he goes | i 
Mr. WILSON. By the reduction of the | 


along. He is not going to mako, as I under- 
stand, any set speech; but this is practically 
to inform the Senate what the bill is and what 
the changes are; but when a section is read 
and the Senator from Massachusetts explains 
it, I should like to have the privilege, for in- 
formation, of inquiring of him as to the bearing 
of any particular provision. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Alabama is now entitled to the floor; 
and if there be no objection, after the Senator 
concludes, that will be the understanding. 

Mr. WARNER. H it is the understanding 
that we are to go through with this bill and 
have explanations—— 

Mr. STEWARD. I object to any under- 
standing, because Í believe it will be a waste 
of time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. it is the right of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, when he gets the 
floor, to make his speech in that way; and 
that will be the natural way of explaining the 
bill. 

Mr. STEWART. Bat I do not think it is 
worth while to spend time going through the 
bill in that way, for Lam confident that we are 
unable now to pass any bill reducing the Army 
when the facts are developed. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President 

Mr. WILSON. If the Secretary will read 
the next section I will explain it, if anybody 
desires an explanation of it. 

Mr. WARNER. I should be very glad to 
have the Senator from Massachasetts go through 
with this bill, and let the Senate have the bene- 
fit of bis explanations of every section, and then 
let us make up our minds as to the propriety 
of going on with the bill at all. If it is taken 
up section by seetion with that understanding I 
shall be very glad to withhold any observations 
I may have to make. This bill will require 
very extended discussion, and will occapy a 
good deal of time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The object can 
be attained by the Senator from Massachusetts 
incorporating the bill as part of bis speech. 
It can be read section by section as part of the 
speech of the Senator from Massachusetts until 
its conclasion. Atterward it will be open for 
umendment and general debate. The first 
section has been read. The second will now 
be read. i 

The Chief Clerk read the second section of 
the substitute of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, as follows: 


So. 2. And beit further enacted, That the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, at bis discretion 
honorably to discharge from the service of the United 
States officers of the Army who may apply therefor, 
on or before the lst of October; and such officers so 
discharged ander tae provisions of this act shall be 
entitled to receive, in addition to the pay and allow- 
ances dnc them at the date of their discharge, as fol- 
lows: oficers who have served more than ton years, 
two years’ aud allowances; officers who have 
served more than five years and less than ten years, 
ove and one half year’s pay and allowances; officers 
who have served less than five years, one year’s pay 
and silowaaces, 


or three other sections read that apply to the | 


same matter. 


will continue the reading until the Senator from 
Massachusetts claims the floor. ao 


. The third and fourth sections were read, a8 


follows: f 


Sno. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President © d 
' read. 
on tho retired list of the Army, on their own | 


be, and be is hereby, authorized, at his discretion, to 


plage 
application, any commissioned officers who have been 
thirty years in the service; and theofiicers who may 


be retired by virtue of this section shali be entitled . 


to the same pny and 
or may hereafter be allowed to officers retired from 
active service, 


of the sixteenth section of the act approved Augus 


emoluments as are now allowed | 


is 


Sc. 4, And be tt further enacted, That the proviso i 


the discretion of the President: Provided, That the 
whole number on the retired list shall at no time | 


number of infantry regiments we have fifteen 
colonels, eighteen lieutenant colonels, twenty- 
one majors, one hundred and seventy-two cap- 
tains, two hundred and six first lieutenants, 
and fifty-one second lieutenants as supernum- 
etary officers on hand. One of the great ob- 
jects of this bill is to relieve the Government 
of the support of this number of four hundred 

and eighty officers. The House bill provided 

that there should be a board appointed to 

examine all the officers of the Army. In the 

first place it would take a board two or three 

years to examine the officers of the Army 

properly, and therefore that would be an im- 

practicable measure. Inthe second place thero 

can be no need of examining the great body 

of the officers of our Army. Most of those 

officers have served in the war; more than 

five hundred of them have been wounded in 

battle. ‘They have seen more service in the 
field probably than the olticers of any army 
that treads the planet to-day. Nearly all of 

them aro officers of capacity, character, and 

large experience, and there can be no need 

whatever of sending those officers before any 

board for examination. There are about three 

hundred otlicers whose records are not very 

good. Many of them have good records in 

the past in the field, but some of them by their 
misconduct in some way or other have now 

records that moald justly the sending of thew 

before a board. Now, it is provided that a 
board shall be appointed to examine such offi- 

cers; but in order to make this reduction of - 
four hundred and eighty officers it is provided 

in this bill, in the first place, that the Presi- 

dent shall accept the resignation of any officers 
who may choose to apply under the conditions 
of the second section, offering them a certain 

amount of pay in case they shall resign. It is 
betieved that several officers would offer their 
resignations under the provisions of thesecond 
section. 

Then it is provided in the next section that 
officers who have served thirty years may on 
their own application go on the retired list. 
This is rather an honorary section, saying to 
officers who have served the country for thirty 
years, ‘‘On your own application you may £0 


on the retired list ;’? but it does not force them _ 


there contrary to their own wishes. 

The third section makes the number of the 
retired list three handred. We have about 
sixty or seventy officers who have been wounded 
or broken down in the service who ought to be 
retired, and we have some old officers who 
ought to be retired. It is believed that under 
the provisions of thethird section at least one 
bundred officers out ‘of the four bandred and 
eighty will be retired. They ought to be re- 
tired on account of their wounds, their disabil- 
ities growing out of the war, and their age. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WiL- 
L1aMs in the chair.) The Secretary will read 


f i th t section. 
Mr. WILSON. I should like to have two i P e 


‘The Secretary read section five, as follows: 
Src. 5. And be ü further enacted, That the offices 


continue until a vacancy shall oceur inthe same, and 
no longer; and when such vacancy shall occur in 
either of said offices, immediately thereupon all laws 
and parts of laws creating said office shall become 


inoperative, and shall, by virtue of this act, from | 


thenceforward bo held to be repealed. 
Mr. WILSON. Let the next section be 


The Secretary read section six, as follows: 


Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That no appoint- 
ment to the grade of major general shall be made 
until the number of officers of this grade is reduced 
to three, atter which appointments to this grade shall 
be made in the manner now provided for by law. 


Mr. DRAKE. 


3, 1961, limiting the namber of officers on the retired | man of the committee whether the intention 


list to seven per cent. of the whole number of exist- 
ing, vfficers. ba, and the same is hereby, repeated; 
and hereafter the number of officers who may be 


|| of that section was not to limit the number of , 
|| major generals to three? 


retired in accordance with existing laws shall be in |: 


Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 


GLOBE. 


| Mr. DRAKE. It does not accom 


18 ; '. of General and Lieutenant General of the Army shall 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary | . 


I will inquire of the chair- | 


i, be a strong pressure 
| begin somewhere. 


May 10, 


: : : plish that 
intention. It accomplishes the exact opposite, 


It only prevents any appointment being made 
until the number is reduced to three, and then 


‘they may increase the number again just ag 


now authorized bylaw. I suggest to the chair- 
man a verbal amendment in that section and 
in the next one, to strike out the word “to” 
before ‘‘three’’ and insert the word “below,” 
and then to strike out all of the section after 
the word ‘'three’’ and insert ‘which shall 
thereafter be the number of major generals 
allowed by law.” 

Mr. WILSON, T accept that amendment. 

Mr. DRAKE. I have marked it in pencil 
for both sections, and substituted the word 
“that”? for tthis.” 

Mr. TRUMBULL, Letit be read as amended. 

The Secretary. It amended as proposed, 
the section will read : 


That no appointment to tho grado of major gen- 
oral shall be made until the number of officers of 
that grndois reducod below three, whioh sball there- 
after be the number of major generals allowed by 


aw. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘‘Below three!’’ That 
would not be right. 

Mr. DRAKIS. No appointment is to be 
made until they are reduced below three, the 
intention being to fix three as the number of 
major generals: and of course there could 
not be any appointment until the number was 
reduced below three. 

Mr. WILSON. I accept that amendment. 
The next section will require a similar amend- 
ment, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thisamend- 
ment to the amendment will be regarded as 
agreed to if there be no objection. ‘The next 
section will be read. 

The Secretary read section seven, as fol- 
lows: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no appoint- 
ment to tho grade of brigadier general shall be made 
until the number of officers of this grade is reduced 
to six, after which appointments to this grade shall 
be made in the manner now provided for by law. 

Mr. DRAKE. That should be amended by 
making it conform to the other section, so as 
to read as follows: è 

That no appointmont to tho grado of brigadier 
general shall be made until tho number of officers 
of that grade is reduced belowsix, which shali there- 

; ator be the number of brigadier generals allowed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 
ment to the amendment will be made, if there 
be no objection. 

Mr. WILSON. I will state in regard to the 
sixth and seventh sections that the House bill 
provided that the number of major generals 
should be fixed at three, and of brigadier 
generals at six. That would require the dis- 
missal of some of those officers. ‘The death 
of General Thomas has reduced the number 
of major generals to four. It would be a very 
difficult thing to select from among these major 
generals one to be removed from the Army. 
And so with the brigadier generals. These 
two sections differ from the provisions of the 
House bill in this, that they provide that the 
force. shall be reduced as these officers die or 
, resign. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. How many brigadiers 
have we now? : 

Mr. WILSON. We have eight. I think 
two of them can be retired in a year or two. 

Mr. WARNER. - I should like to ask the 
chairman of the committee what reason of 
public policy there is for Congress now declar- 
‘ ing while men who have rendered distinguished 
services to the country are occupying the places 
of General and Lieutenant General, that they 
are a superfluity and unnecessary, and that it 
is only by grace we allow them to continue, 
and propose to abolish the grades hereafter? 

Mr. WILSON. If it is ever to be done it 
may as well be done now as at any other time. 
i If one of these officers should die there would 
to fill his place. We must 
This is no attack on these 
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officers. They are continued in the same way 
as the major and brigadier generals. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre- 
tary will read the next section of the amend- 
ment of the committee, — 

The Secretary read section eight, as follows: 

ove. & And be it further enacted, That whenever a 
Beni shall occur in the offices of Adjutant Gen- 
eral, Quartermaster General, Commissary General 
cf Subsistence. chief of ordnance, chief of engin- 
cers, Paymaster General, Sargeon General, and Judge 
\droeate General, such vacancy shall be filled by the 
appomtment, according to existing laws, of an officer 
whe shall have the rank and pay of a colonel. 


Mr. WILSON, I will simply say that the 
House bill provided that the officers now at the 
beads of these departments should be reduced 
to the rank of colonels. That would be a very 
extraordinary proceeding, and, it seems to me, 
would be wholly unjustifiable. Therefore we 
bave provided that when these officers resign 
or die, when vacancies occur, colonels shall be 
piacedatthe heads of theseseveral departments 

Vr. DRAKE. lt is suggested by several 
Senators in conversation that perhaps the 
phraseology I suggested in the amendments 
to sections six and seven is in reality not the 
best that could be adopted for effecting the 

roposed object. 1 will inquire what 1s the 
Reek that the Senator from Ohio sug- 


sted ? 

or. SHERMAN. It is to strike out lines 
four and five of section six and insert the 
words ‘after which the number of major gen- 
erals shall not exceed three.” 


Mr. DRAKE. That would be more ez- infant y regiments; or they shall bedischarged with 


plicit, I think, and by general consent I sup- 
pose there would be no objection to making 
that change. And the same change should 
also be made in regard to the brigadier gen- 
erals in section seven. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That change 
will be made in sections six and seven, if there 
be no objection. The next section will be 
read 


mittee’s amendment, as fuilows: 


Suc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the grade 
of regimental commissary in the several cavalry regi- 
menta is hereby abolished; and the Hicutenaats now 
hoiding the appointments of regimental commissary 
may be assigned for duty to companies of their regi- 
ments, and shall fill the first vacancies that may 
occur in their respect.ve grades of first or second 
lieutenant in the regiments to which they now be- 
jong; and nothing herein contained shall affect their 
relative rank with other lieutenants of their grade. 


} 


| 


t 
i 


The Secretary read section nine of the com- ` 


i 


Army, the commanding officers of the several 
military departments, and the chiefs of staff 


, shall recommend the Secretary of War to send 


| 


before the board. ‘The number will not exceed 
three hundred, and 
two hundred or two 


andred and fifty. This 


py not more than , 


work, itis believed, can be done in the course . th 
7 ? - of the General shali be $12,000 u year; Lieutenant 


of six months. 
The Secretary read section twelve, as follows: 


Sxc.12. And be tt further enacted, That all vacancies 
now existing. or which may hereafter occur, in the 
cavalry, artillery, or infantry shali be filled in due 
proportion by thesupernumerary officers of infantry, 
having reforence to rank and seniority as provided 
in existing law regulating promotions in the Army, 
until the entire number of such officers shall be ab- 
sorbed; and whenever vacancies exist in the grado 
of second lieutenant in avy company of cavalry, 
artillery, or infantry an additional first lieutenant 
shall be assigned to such company, in leu of the 
appointment of the second lieutenant, until the 
Eee! OU ACTAEY first lieutenants of infantry shall be 
absorbed. 


Mr. WILSON, There are in the cavalry 
forty-five vacancies, iu the artillery thirty-one, 


| 


and in the infantry twenty-nine, being one han- | 
dred and five vacancies of second lieutenants, | 
There are also some vacancies in the ataff de- - 


partments to be filled. This provision will 
provide for about ane handred and twenty of 
the supernumerary officers, . 


The Secretary read the next section, as fol- ; 
A - perannam, northe pay- of a lieutenant colonel $3,600 


lows: 

Bec. 13. And bei 
numerary officers 
visions are carried into effect they shall be fur- 
loughed at half pay until they are assigned to fill 
vacaneies occurring in the cavalry, artillery, and 


rther enacted, That if any super- 


one year’s pay and allowances. 


is simply to provide that if after the examina- 
tion is made, and sfter these changes are made, 
there shall be a few officers left the War De- 
partment may furlough them for a few weeks 
or months untit some vacancies occur, and 
then they may be appointed to fill those vacan- 
cies, instead of appointing new men, or they 
may be discharged, at the discretion of the 


all remain after tho above pro- | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be 
no objection this amendment to the amend- 
ment will be regarded asadopted. It isadopted, 
and the Secretary will read the next section. 

The Secretary read section fifteen,as follows: 


Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the pay of 
the officers of the Army shal} be as follows: the pay 


General shull be $10,000 2 year; the pay of major 
general shal) be $7,5u0; the pay of brigadier gen- 
eralshall be 35,000; the pay of colonel shali be $3,500 


: the pay of lieutenant colonel shall be $3,000; the pay 


of major shal! be $2,500; the pay of captain, mounted, 


: shall be $2,000; the pay of captain, not mounted, shall 


bo $1,800; the pay of adjutaut shail be $1.800; the 
pay of regimental quartermaster shall be £1,800; the 
pay of first lieutenant, mounted, shall be $1.600; the 
pay of first lieutenant, not mounted, shall b.»$1,500; 


. the pay of second lieutenant, mounted, shail bo 


$1,500; the pay of second lieutenant, not mo inted, 
shall be $1,400; the pay of chaplain shall bo $1,400; 
the pay of aid-do-camp to major general shall be 
$200 per annum in addition to pay of his rank; the 
pay of aid-de-camp to brigadier general shall be 
#150 per annum in addition to pay of bis rank; tho 
pay of acting assistant commissary and acting agaist- 
ant quartermast r shall be$10 in addition to pay of 
their rank; and there shall be allowed and paid to 
each and overy commissioned officer below the rank 
of brigadier general, including chaplains and others 
having assimilated rank or pay, ten per cent. of their 
current yearly pay for each und every term of five 
years’ service: Provided, That the total amount of 
such inorease for length of service shall in no case 
exceed forty per cent, on the yearly pay of his grado 
asestablished by thisact: Ana provided further, That 
the pay of acolonel shall in no case exceed $4,000 


per annum, nor the pay of a major $3,000 perannum; 
and these sums shall be in full of ail commutation 
of quarters, fuel, forage, servants’ wages and cloth- 


: ing, longevity rations, and all allowances of every 
! name and nature whatever: Provided, That. fuel, 


' cers byt 


quarters, and forage in kind. may be issued to offi- 
he quartermaster’s department, as now al- 


; ; _ «© lowed by law and regulations: And provided further, 
Mr. WILSON. The object of this section | 


President, with one year’s pay and allowances. : 
The probabilities are that there will be forty or ` 


fifty officers who will be left, and we have about 
that namber of vacancies in a year inthe Army 
ordinarily. These are officers of experience, 


- and we ought not to throw away their services, 


Mr. WILSON. Let the next section be © 


read. : 
The Secretary read section ten, as follows : 


Src. 10. And be it further enacted, That the grades | 


of regimental commissary sergeant and regimental 
hospital steward are hereby abolished. The number 
ot corporais in each company of cavalry, artillery, 
aod infantry -hall be reduced to four, and the said 
non-commissioned officers shall have the privilege 
of receiving an honorable discharge, with full pay 
and allowances to the actual date thereof. if they 
shall so ele t, in preference to remaining in the ser- 
Vice in such uther grades as may be assigned to them 
o Secretary ot War. 


Mr. WILSON. I will state that the ninth 
snd tenth sections have once passed the Sen- 
ate ina previous bill at another session, and 


if they can be usefully retained. . 
; The Secretary read the next sectioa, as fol- 
ows: py ak 


Sec. 14. And be. it further enceted, That tho pro- ` 


fessors at the United States Military Academy whose 


service in the Army and at the Academy exceeds . 4 
: present mode of payment is the result of yenrs 
: of experience and is the wisest and the ‘best 


twenty-five years shall have the assimilated rank 
and pay of colonel of enginsers, and those whose like 
service is less than twenty-five but exceeds fifteen 


, years shall have the assimilated rank and pay of 


lieutenant colonet of engineers; and said professors 
are hereby placed on the same footing as all other 
officers of the Army as regards retirement from active 


, service, 


Mr. CARPENTER. The other day, when 


| this bill was under consideration, I moved that 
; section asan amendment to the section origin- 
‘ally offered by the committee. 


I have since 


| learned that on a consultation between the 
' Secretary of War and one of the professors at 


had the sanction of General Grant while Secre- | 


tary of War. 
The Secretary read the eleventh section, as 
foilows : 


Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That the General 
of the Army, commanding officers of the several mil- 
ary deparimenis, and chiefs of the several staff 


ti 


Secretary of War a list of officers serving in their 
respective commands deemed by them unfit for the 
Proper discharge of their duties, setting forth spe- 


tically neach case the cause of such unfitness. The | 


Beeretary of War is hereby authorized and directed 
oe ybatitute a board to consist of one major general, 
ia 


partments of the Army shall, as soon as prac- | 
leable after the passage of this act, forward to the . 


a oicers to be selected from among those appointed - 


Via e regular Army on account of distinguished ser- ` 
e in the volunteer force during the late war, and | 


whvemmendation of such board the President. may 


ollyretire any of the sai r: i 
One year’s pay. c ee eae 


Mr. WILSON. 


to examine such officers as the General of the 


i : I will simply say that this | 
tection provides for the appointment of a board |; 


West Point a section has been drawn which is 


to the Chair in place of theamendment to this » 


section which I offered the other day. 
Mr. WILSON. I will accept the amend- 
ment. i Ë 


The Secretary read the amendment to the 


amendment, which was to strike out the four- 


' teenth section after the enacting clause and to 


$ brigadier general, and three colonels, three of |. 


insert in lieu thereof the following: 
That the professors of the United States -Military 


| Academy whoseservice inthe Army and at the Acad- ` 2 ' 
, nay u $4, i increase of $1,826—an in- 

of colonel, and those whose likeservice is less than |; $4,600, being an increase of $ 

thirty-five but exceeds twenty-five years shall have | 

the pay of lieutenant colonel; and all the otherpro- : 

-fessors shall have the pay of major; and hereafter 


emy exceeds thirty-five years shall have the pay 


there shall beallowed and paid to such professors ten 
per cent. of their current yearly pay for each and 
every term of five years continuous service; Provided, 
That such addition shall in no case exceed forty per 
cent, of said pay pay. And said professors are 
hereby placed upon the same footing as regards 
retirement from active service as officers ofthe Ariry. 


That when any officer shall travel under orders, and 
shall not be furnished transportation by the quarter- 
master’s department, or on a conveyance belonging 
to or chartered by tho United States, be shall be 
allowed ten cents per mile, and no more, for each 
mile actually by bim traveled under such order, dis- 
tances to be calculated according to their nearest 
post reutes; and no payment shall be made to any 
officer except by a paymuster of the Army, Officers 
retired from active service shall receive seventy-five 
per cent. of the pay of the rank upon which they are 
retired, 

Mr. WILSON. This is a very important 
section, and I hope Senators will give it acare- 
ful examination. lt was understood when tke 
House bill passed that ‘a great reduction of 
expenditure had been made, and that impres- 
sion has gone out to the country, and the Mil- 
itary Committee of the Senate has been espe- 
cially criticised for not hurrying it at once 
through the Senate and thereby securing a 
great reduction in the expenses of the Army. 

Sir, Í am one of those who believe that the 


that can be devised for our Army and ourkind 
of service; but it was thought best in the bill 
that came from the other House to adopt a new 
system, to pay a round sum. as it is ealled, to 
the officers of the Army, and I will now state 


. how that affects the pay of the officers. 


Under the provisions of the bill as it came 
from the House of Representatives in this re- 
spect, and which we have adopted substantially 


_ as the fifteenth section of our amendment, the 
| pay is, as I will. state, in comparison with the 


i satisfactory to both parties, and I will send it ` 


resent pay. Under existing laws a colonel who 
fas served less than five years receives $2,736 
annually. Under the bill of the House he wou'd 
receive $38,500, being an increase of. $764. 
As we have sixty-eight colonels, or shall have 
in the Army if this bill shall pass, it would be 


© an inerease of compensation for the colonels 


_ of the Army of $51,000. Ifa colonel had served 


twenty years in the Army under existing laws 
he would receive $3,174. Under the bill as it 
came from the other House he would receive 


crease for all the colonels of the Army, if they 
had served twenty years, of $90,000. A lieu- 
tenant colonel uuder existing laws receives 
$2,446 60, Under the proposed billhe would 
receive $3,000. When je had served twenty 
years he would receive $2,884 50 under exist- 
ing laws, and under the House bill be would 
receive $4,000, being an increase of $1,116. 
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I have here a list made up in this way of the 
pay of all the officers of the Army. I will not 
detain the Senate by reading it over, but will 
state the results. The amount added by the 
House bill to the expense for the pay of officers 
of the Army would be, if none of them received 
the ten per cent. extra, something over five 
hundred thousand dollara. 


over seven hundred thousand dollars ; and when 
all of them should have served twenty years 


the increase in the compensation of the officers ` 


of the Army would be $1,154,000. 
The pay of the General of the Army is reduced 
$3,800, and of the Lieutenant-General $4,200, 


kin f thirty-two chap- |. j 
see g P3000 and he pay orir ee ong i! the Senator intends to cutoff the commutation | 
for quarters, &c., from generals as well as. 


lains is reduced $219 each, making $7,000, or 
a reduction of $15,000. ‘Taking both sides of 
the account, instead of reducing the pay of the 
officers of the Army, this bill, to begin with, for 
the first year will add at least $600,000 to their 


ay. ate 

I will add that this statement does not take 
into consideration the commutation for fuel 
and quarters; but the bill as it came tous from 


the other House provides for fuel and quarters | 


in kind. Fuel and quarters in kind will cost | Mr. NYE. I should like to inquire of the'| 


quite as much as the commutation. In fact, 


the commutation system was adopted to pro: `i 


tect the Government against the other system, 
the furnishing in kind, because it was believed 
to be cheaper for the Government. 
vision for furnishing fuel and quarters in kind 
be continued in the bill, the increase will be 
about seven hundred thousand dollars to begin 
with, and at the end of twenty years, provided 


the officers average that length of service, will | 


be nearly: twelve hundred thousand dollars. If 


that ig stricken out of the bill.the increase will : 


not be so large; but there. will still be an in- 
crease. . ae 
Some believé, and it ig possible that may 


be so, that there will be a more equal distri- | 
bution of pay to the officers of the Army. ; 


The committee adopted the pay provisions of 


the House bill as the fifteenth section of their. 


proposition,. with slight amendments, increas- 
ing the compensation of the chaplains $200, 
and providing that the pay of colonels, lieu- 
tenant-oolonels, and majors should not , be 
quite so. arpa as itis put in the House bill. 
» Mr. STEWART... As I understand the Sen- 
ator, it would.be econowy. to strike out the 
section... e.g fi : 
_ Mr. WILSON.. -I have stated the facts of 
the case, -. a ce ee 
. Mr. STEWART. - Then it had, better, be 
stricken out. . ane ae idia , 
;¿Mr. TRUMRULE. I should like.to inquire 
if the thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, and. fortieth 
lines are intended .to be a limitation upon all 
the officers, or only a limitation on the colonels, 
o mr colonels, and majors? The words 
read: ean ee : ; 
- These sums shall be-in full of ali commutation 
of quarters, fuel, forage, sérvants’ wages, and cloth- 
ing, longevity rations, and all allowances of every 
name and nature whatever. 
Is that proviso intended to apply to the 
&enerals, or only to the colonels, lieutenant 
` colonels, and majors? | ety eek 
.Mr. WILSON. And all offiters under them. 
` Mr. TRUMBULL. Then if this bill passes’ 
the generals Will still be entitled to commuta- 
tion for fuel and forage? 
- Mr. WILSON. No sir. I will say that this 
provision applies to generals and to all officers 
of the Army; but there is another provision 
that quarters, fuel, and forage in kind may be 
issued to officers by the quartermaster’s de- 
partment, ag now allowed by law and regula- 
tions. There can be no commutation for fuel 
and quarters for any officer of the Army from 
the General down ; butall officers of the Army, 


from the General down, can reccive fuel. and || 


quarters and forage in kind according to exist- 
ing regulations. 


Mr, TRUMBULL. I supposed, perhaps, that 


£ Supposing them ` 
to have been in- the Army over five years on ` 
the average, they would receive an increase of - 


If the pro» |: 
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was what was intended; but if the Senator from 

Massachusetts will look at the wording of this 
i| proviso, going back to the thirty-fourth line, 
i! I think he will see that the latter part of the 
j proviso will only apply to the officers named 
!! in this part of it. Let me read it, going back: 
i! to the thirty-fourth line: `. l 


That the pay of a colonel shall in no case exceed 
$4,000 per annum, nor the pay of a licutenant colonel 
$3,600 per annum, nor the pay of a major $3,000 per 
annum; and these sums shall be in fall of all.com- 


: mutation of quarters, fuel, forage, servants’ wages | 
and clothing, longevity rations, and all allowances. 


. of every name and nature whatever. 


| viso to the officers named in the first part; and 
|: it would need a little change of phraseology if 


colonels. ; 
Mr. WILSON. It is intended for all. If 

| the Senator will frame a’ modification we will 

` agree to it. j 

+ Mr. TRUMBULL. I will look at it, 


‘| limited to the officers named in the first part 


|! of the proviso. : 
Mr. WILSON. It is not so intended. 


u chairman of the Military Committee whether, 
_ if this section is stricken out, it will leave the 
i; pay of the officers the same as at present? If. 
': go, ia due time I shall move to strike out the 
1 Section. 5 st 

' ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Secre- 
| tary will read the next section. 

i ‘The. Secretary read section sixteen, as fol- 
ows: à ns 

Sec. 16,.And be ü further enacted, That the pay and 
allowances of the enlisted. men-of the Arm 
remain as now fixed by law until the 30th of 
1871; and it shall be unlawfal for any officer to use 
| any enlisted man as a servant in any case whatever. 


| 
| 


be adopted, on the 30th .of June the pay of the 
soldiers of the Army will be reduced to eleyen 
dollars a month: We have provided. that the 
pay shall continue ag it is, sixteen dollars a 


effected, we can enlist men tor less than six- 
| teen dollars'a month. The latter part of the 


li I do not think any soldier should ever be a ser- 


to allow officers to use soldiers for that pur- 


penses connected with them. In fact, the pay 


It was thought that if we passed this bill pay- 


provision for servants it might.lead to the use 
of soldiers as sérvants without any considera- 
tion to the Government. Therefore we pro- 
vide that no soldier shall be used as a a 


under ány circumstances whatever. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The héxt 
section will be read. i 
`The Chief Clerk read the seventeenth sec- 
tion, as follows: eine 


Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That section 
second of the act entitled ‘An act makin: 


ending June 30, 1868 


repealed. 


Mr. WILSON. That repeals certain pro- 
visions made for the purpose of arresting to a 
certain extent the influence of President John- 
son in the management of the Army. 

- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
section willbe read. | Cae. 

The Chief Clerk read the eighteenth, nine- 
i teenth, and twentieth sections, as follows: 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to drop from the rolls of the Army for 
desertion any officer who is now, or who may herc- 


after be, absent from duty three months without 
leave; and any officer so dropped shall forfeit all 


Now, I think the legal construction of that |! 
would be to confine the latter part of the pro- ` 


T.i 
ʻi should think, as it-is worded here, it would be 


shall || 
June, | 


My. WILSON. If this section should not | 


| month, for another year. It may be that when | 
the end of the-year comes around, if we shall | 
have come to specie payments and. a general || 
reduction of the cost of living shall have been i) 
| clause prevents soldiers being used as servants. | 
vant to any officer, but it has been the’ practice : 
pose, they allowing for their pay and all ex- | 


of an officer’s servant is the pay of a soldier. | 


| ing @ round sum to the officers and making no © 


appro- |! 
priations for the support of the Army forthe year © 
, and for otber purposes,” ap- ‘i 
proved March 2, 1867, be, and the same is hereby, '; 


pay and allowances due or to become due, and shall 
not be cligible for reappointment. 

Src. 19. And be it further enacted, That no officer 
il of the artillery corps below the grade of field officer 
|| shall hereafter be promoted to a higher grado before 
‘| having passed a satisfactory examination before a 
i | board of three artillery officers senior to him in rank, 
| to be appointed by the Secretary of War. 
; sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the sixth 
'| section of the act approved March 3, 1869, prohibit- 
' ing new appcintments and promotions in certain 

staff corps and departments of the Army be, and the 
: same is hereby, repealed, so far as the same applies 
to the medical and quartermaster’s departments and 
the corps of engineers. 


Mr. STEWART. I should like to have that 
explained. 

Mr. WILSON. Last year we provided that 
. the staff departments should not be filled up; 
"= that there should be no promotions in them. 
This section provides that the medical and 
quartermaster’s departments and the corps 
of engineers may be filled up and promotions 
made in them. In the medical department 
|, there are forty-six vacancies. They should be 
| filledup. That department employs now one 
= hundred and eighty surgeons at an expense of 
|| over two hundred thousand dollars a year, and 
| it will be cheaper and better to have the med- 


a 
1 


.i' ical department filled up. 


As to the quartermaster’s department, there 
| are some seven or eight vacancies; but the 
| quartermaster’s department not only employs 
| allthe officers connected with it, but from three 
| to four hundred other persons to aid them. 
| Our Army is scattered all over the country in 
| two hundred and fifty-two military stations. 
, They must be clothed, must be moved, must 
be taken care of. 

` In the corps of engineers there are a few va- 
© cancies. That corps employed in 1868 ninety- 
| onecivil engineersand thirty-eight draughtsmen 


ii atthe large expense to the country of $197,500; 
| in1869seventy-fivecivilengineersand forty-four 
: draughtsmen, being one hundred and nineteen 
persons, at a cost of $201,000. It is cheaper 
| and better that this corps should be kept full. 

Mr. WARNER. I should like to ask the 
chairman of the committee the reason for ex- 
|, cepting from the provisions of this section 
which allows promotions the adjutant general’s 
and pay departments? - 

Mr, WILSON. It is believed that the adju- 
tant general’s department can get along a year 
or two. longer without making this change. 
| As to the pay department of the Army, it is 
admitted by the officer at-the head of that de- 
partment that in the course of a year or two a 
small reduction can be made in the number 
: nowin the service. They can get along with the 
present force, and we do not wish.to have the 
staff any larger than is absolutely necessary, 
| although the staff is a very important part of 
| an army, admitted. to be so by all writers on 
the subject, in our own and in other lands. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The ‘next 
' section will be read. we 

The Secretary read the. twenty-first section, 
as follows: E ' 

Sc. 21. And be ü farther enacted, .That it shall 
not be lawful for any officer of the Army of the Uni- 
: ted States on the active list to hold any civil office, 
; whether by election or appointment, and any such 
officer accepting or exercising the functionsof a civil 
i office shall at once cease to be an officer of the Army, 
| and his commission shall be vacated thereby. 

Mr. WILSON, . By the House bill all the 
officers of the Army, those in active service 
and those on the retired list, are excluded from 
holding acivilemployment. This modifiesthat 
section by allowing retired officers to be ap- 
pointed or eleeted to office. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why should we change 
: the House bill in that respect? It seems to 
, me that if military officers are to be precladed 
. from holding civil offices it should be a general 
| provision. If they are to be put on the retired 
list simply to take a civil office and then be 
restored afterward, the law will be evaded. It 
seems to me if a person in the military service 
| thinks proper to accept a civil appointment— 
' he is not compelled to take it—he should 
vacate his military position in the Army. I do 


1870. ` 


mapera ~ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


3321 


herdahip in it, because taking the `| 


not see any k ' 
civil office is a voluntary matter entirely. 

Mr. WILSON. F will say in reply to the 
Senator that it was very clear to the committee 
oficers in active service should not be 

ppointed to any civil office and retain their 
piaces in the Army. Bat we retire certain 
oficer on account of age, physical disability 
incurred in the line of duty, or wounds; we 
proride iu this bill that their number may be 
three hundred. We have provided also that 
they shail uot be detailed by the President on 
any service. That is the existing law. The 
President cannot detail these officers. 

Mr, TRUMBULL. Ara they not detailed 
as presidents of colleges? 

Mr. WILSON. No, sir; they cannot be 
jetaiied for any service whatever. They are 
excluded by law from being detailed to do any 
military duty. 

Me. TRUMBULL. But I understood that 
class of oflicera were detailed as professors of 


coe ged. 

Mr. WILSON. No, sir; those are officers 
in active service. : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there auy objection 
to detailing them as professors in colleges? 

Mr. WILSON. I do not think myself there 
would be auy objection to detailing them for 
colleges, or detailing them for courts-martial, 
or detailing them for boards, or to be at the 
head of the Soldiers’ Home. I would be 
willing to adopt a section—and I have writ- 
ten one to that effect—that on their own 
application they may be detailed for these 
paces. But. it seemed rather bard that an 
oficer who had been retired on account of 
wounds or disabilities incurred in the line of 
duty should be denied the privilege of filling 
any little place that his neighbors might offer 
bim. Take, for instance, the case of General 
Feasenden, the soa of our late lamented asso- 
ciate. He had a leg shot off in battle; he has 
been retired from the service, is.at his home. 
I saw a statement recently that he was men- 
tioned as a candidate for mayor of the city of 
Portland. There is no public reason why this 
officer, having lost a leg in the service of his 
country, should not fill any little office his 
neighbors might elect him to. I shall not be 
strenuous about it, but it did seem to me rather 
hard to exclude all the retired officers. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, Iwill make no motion 
about it now, I have called attention to it. I 
believe it ig not intended to amend the bill at 
present, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
section will be read. 

The Secretary read sections. twenty-one, 
twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four, twenty- 
five, and twenty-six, as follows: 


quart 


Erc. 22 And be it further enacted, That nothing in 
this act shall be construed to prevent the aseign- 
ment to duty as additional second Jieutenants or 
brevet second lieutenants of the graduates of the 
Military Academy. 

Sec. B, And be ü further enacted, That the Seere- 

tary of War shall prepare a system of general regu- 
lations for the administration of the affairs of the 
Army, which, when approved by the President, shall 
be in force and obeyed until altered or revoked by 
the same authority; and said regulations shall be 
reported to Congress at its next session: Provided, 
Taat said regulations shall not be inconsistent with 
the laws of the United States, 
_ Suc. H. And be it further enacted, That the provis- 
ions of the act of July 28, 1866, which declared that 
the existing regulations for the Army shail remain 
in foree, are hereby repealed. 

Sre. D. And be it further enaetet, That the Sec- 
retaries of War and the Navy be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and directed so to arrange the 
course of studies and the order of recitations at the . 
Military and Naval Academies that the students in 
said institutions will not be required to pursue their 
studies on Sunday; nor shall they be required to 
take part in drilis or parades on that day. ; 

Rec. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passage ef this act the Secretary of War 
be, and be iz hereby, authorized to permit one trad- 
ing establishment to be maintained at any military 
dost on the frontier, not in the vicinity of any city 
or town, when in his judgment such establishment . 
i needed fur the accommodation of emigrants, 

reighters, and other citizens; and the persons to 
Maintain such trading establishments shall be ap- ` 

inted by him: i ided, That such traders shall 

c under protection and military control as camp- |! 


— 


followers. The jeint resolution, epproved March g, 


| 1864, to authorise the commaading 


Army to permit traders to remain at certain military 
posts, is hereby repealed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ing of the substitute has been concluded. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to suggest an 
amendment in section fifteen, to which I called 
attention while the substitute was being read. 


. In line thirty-seven, after the word ‘‘ annum,” 


I would make a period and begiu a new sen- 
tence, striking out the word “and” and strik- 
ingout ** these sums,” and inserting ‘‘the pay 
allowed by this section; ’’ so as to read: 

Tho pay allowed by this section shall bo in full of 
all commutation of quarters, fuel, forage, servants’ 
wages and clothing, longevity rations, and all allow- 
ances of every name and nature whatever. 


That will make the section clear, while as it 


is the legal construction of it would be to limit: 


only the persons mentioned in the fore part of 
the proviso, whereas it is intended to apply 
this cutting off of commutation of quarters to 
all the officers. 

Mr. WILSON. Ido not think there can be 
any doubt about the legal construction of the 
section; but if the Senator thinks there is, I 
have no objection to an amendment which 
accomplishes precisely the object. 


i 
The read- | 


o Mr. DRAKE. 


net still, be-subject. to the other motion after 
hat ia agreed to? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. No. 
Mr. FENTON. It was adopted. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was 
| adopted. 
: 8 We may by common consent 
open it again. I move a reconsideration of 
the vote upon the insertion of ‘1870,’ so that 
the question can then be taken again. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
_ that the vote by which the amendment pro- 
posod by the Senator from Missouri was adopted 
e reconsidered. 


| The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


The amendment to the amendment ' was | 


agreed to. 
Mr. DRAKE. 


month of October belong? 

Mr. WILSON. This year, 

Mr. DRAKE. It should be stated what 
year it refers to. 
tt October’? should be added ‘‘ 1870.” 


I think after that word ; 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- - 


ment to the amendment will be regarded as 
adopted unless objection be made. 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly I will not object 
to it. It refers to the Ist of October next; it 
must mean the October of this year; but if 
there is any doubt about it this fixes it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The amend- 
ment to the amendment will be regarded as 
agreed to. 

Mr. ROSS. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri by putting 
it £61871.” ot teal 

Mr. DRAKE. I call the attention of the 
chairman of the committee to the suggestion 
of the Senator from Kan 


from Kansas moves to amend the amendment ` 


proposed by the Senator from Missouri so as 
to make it 1871 instead of 1870, 

Mr. WILSON. 
adopted. We have four hundred and eighty 
surplus officers, made so by reducing the 
infantry regiments last year. 


ator from Massachusetts suspend foramoment? 
It is the opinion of the Chair that the amend- 


ment proposed by the Senator from Kansas is | 
not in order, as the amendment, offered by the | 
Senator from Missouri is an amendment to an | 


amendment. ; 2P , 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We can reach that by 
disagreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri and then letting the Senator 
from Kansas move a fresh amendment. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By common 
consent the question may be considered as 
before the Senate. . ; ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iwould like to know if 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri 
ought not to be adopted. 

Mr. DRAKE, I simply 
chairman of the eommittee as to what year he 
intended that month of October to apply, as 
no year was stated in the section, nor did it 
say *‘ before the Ist of October next,’’. I asked 


` the chairman of the committee what year he 


meant and he said 1870, and I suggested that 
that be put in. tes ; i 
Mr. TRUMBULL. If we adopt that will it 


inquired. ‘ef the | 


! order.to vote understanding! 


I would call the attention | 
_ of the chairman of the committee to the second 
section, line five. To what year does that | 


' tion, 


|| positiong. . 


i| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The quos- 


' tion recurs on the adoption of the amendment 
_ of the Senator from Missouri, to insert “1870” 
after the word ‘‘ October,” in section two, line 


five. ; 

Nr. EDMUNDS, I should like the Senator 
from Kansas to state to us why he thinks it 
ought to be 1871 instead of 1870; because if 
1871 is the best number to insert we all want. 
to vote against the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri in order to give the Senator from 
Kansas an opportunity to move his. As this 
whole bill is an plapa Sdk we can only take 
one amendment to it at a time. Therefore, in 
I should be glad 
to have the Senator from Kansas advise us 
why he thinks 1871 is preferable to 1870. 

Mr. SHERMAN. {think the Senator from 
Kansas perhaps suggested his amendment by 
inadvertence. This is a preliminary proposi- 
This section authorizes the President to 
: accept the resignation of officers who choose 
to resign before the 1st of October; and in 

case they do resign it gives them one year’s 
pay. Thatis aprelimmary weeding out of the 
officers of the Army, getting rid of those who 
choose to resign. After that the other sec- 
tions take effect, by which those who do not 
resign will be examined by a board and finally 
discharged. It seems to me the section as 
now prepared is well worded and ought not 
tobe changed. ‘‘ October next” wasintended 
no doubt, and that ought to be inserted... 

Mr. ROSS. I do not regard this in the light 
in, which the Senator from Ohjo: speaks of it. 
I regard it not merely as a preliminary measure 
to the reduction of the Army, or as an oppor- 
tunity given for a voluntary resignation, but as 


| a threat to these gentlemen that unless they do 


838, j oe ign th ill be mustered out inyoluntarily. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator -I oppos it on another ground, because I ar 


I oppose it on another ground, because I am 
opposed to the reduction of the Army, I do 
not think we have-any too many officers. . 


; ‘| think that the faith of the Government ig to 
Í hope that will not. be. 


some-degree pledged to the men now in these 
iti They accepted these appointments 
with the understanding that they were received 


ae i! for. itori i ices, and t. th to 
Se eT eG OR RIGER, “Will thi Gen. || (or mertorians gerina and ee Ae Lope 


be continued aslife appointments. -Ag I oppose 


:| the further reduction of the Army, I hope the 


present, pamber.of officers will be retained, as, 
instead of reducing the Army, I should fayor 
: an iucreage if any change is to be made. _ 
:. Mr..WILSON. Ism a little surprised that 
' the Senator should suppose there is anything 
: like a threat'in this. , The proposition is one 
i of generosity, such. as was never offered by 


| any country, I think, to any body of men. -lt 


' gays to the officers of the Army, ‘‘If you wish 
| to: resign, and the President chooses to accept 
your resignation, you shail be entitled to re- 
| ceive, in. addition to: the, pay and allowances 
i due you at this time, if-you: bave served morg 
| than ten years, two years’ pay and allowances ; 
if you have served more, thay five years en 

less than ten.years,.one and a half. year’s pay 
and allowances; and if you have served less 
| than five years, you: shall receive one year’s 


| pay.” It is an.act of liberality and generosity; 


born: of nothing but respect.and kindness to 
! these offigerg.., Some of the officers, unques- 
tionably, wilh offer their resignations.. Some 
| of them, will be-accepted. .Perhaps others may 


ij not be, .. Some gertainly should not be. - 
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We have four hundred and eighty officers in 
excess of the demands of the service, officers 
attached to no regiments and belonging to 
no one of the departments of the Army. We 
have provided by this bill that about one hun- 
dred and twenty of these officers shall fill up 


vacancies, and about ove hundred more of | 


them will be retired, making two hundred and 
twenty, which will leave about two hundred 
and sixty officers. We thenoffer this generous 
proposition to the officers of the Army, that 
any of them who choose may resign and receive 
this extra pay. Then we propose to examine 
a portion of the officers of the Army, those 
who have any charges against them or anything 
that disqualifies them, before a board. The 
majority of that board is to be made up of men 
who were in the volunteer service. 
resignations and by the action of this board we 
hope to reduce the number of these officers. 
The whole plan is intended to work as easily 
and as kindly as possible, so as to reduce the 
number of officers in excess. I do not believe 
there is the slightest feeling or intention in 
either House to strike a blow at these officers or 
to injure them in any way whatever. We have 
this number of supernumerary officers, and in 
some form ar other we must reduce that force. 

Mr. NYE. If I understand the object of 


By these | 


this provision, E am opposed to it tn toto; and . 


with no idea that the Committee on Military 
Affairs of either House bas intended to do any 
injustice to these crippled and infirm officers, 
I desire to show, if I can, in a moment, that the 


operation of this provision would be not only ' 


detrimental to them, but utterly destructive. 
If there is one thing that a nation cannot 
afford to do, it is to treat with apparent or real 
ankindness those who have served itin the hour 
of peril, who have 


that the continent possesses. These officers 
are old, for instance. In whose service have 
they grown old? They bave grown old in the 
service of their country. Suppose they are 


young, but infirm; how came they so? They | 


ave become so from the exposures incident to 


asoldier’s life. They are found at the present 


moment battling with the snows and the wild |; 
tribes of the West upon the highest peaks of |; 


the Rocky mountains, in the mountain gorges, 
and at the sources of rivers. ‘hey are dis- 


qualified, perhaps, for active duty, and this bill | 


proposes to give them a year’s pay in order to 
get them out of the service. 


Sir, if there is a nation that should be grate- | 


fat to its soldiery it is ours. Where among 


the nations of the earth, from Russia to our | 
own continent, whose Governments are almost | 


purely military, has a nation ever adopted a 
theory like this? Notone. France, be it said 
to her credit, not only provides for her old offi- 
cers, bub her old soldiers.. There is no one 
thing to-day that makes and keeps alive the 
fragrance that surrounds the memory of the old 
Napoleon like that grateful tribute he has reared 
in that most beautiful city of Paris, the Hôtel 
des Invalides. There, instead of being turned 


out with a year’s pay, the old soldiers are cov- | 


ered al! over with badges of bonor. 

Sir, I would have this nation do that also. 
I discard én foto this idea of economizing upon 
the wasted systems and frames of worn-out 
soldiers. No nation can afford to economize 
over the mangled and disabled. bodies of its 
soldiers. 


interpose the dignity and honor of this nation 
in their behalf. so 

We are to give them a year’s pay, and the 
honorable chairman of the: Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs says that is magnanimous and lib- 
eral! Why, sir, a year’s pay would be gone 
before six months roll around; and where 
would these men go then? ‘There is nothing 
left to them but penury and want and an alms- 
house staring them in the face. Can this great 
and proud nation afford to do that? I should 
be ashamed to look one of them in the face as 


In behalf of that.class of mien I in: | 
terpose my objection to this legislation, and I | 


eriled their lives upon a ` 
thousand fields, and have endured every climate | 
: that the honorable Senator from Massachusetts ` 
‘| had provided that as soon as the war was over | 


I met him upon his crutches or crawling around 
asking alms from door to door if I had been 
one of those who had closed against him the 


doors of the bounty of the nation to which be 
5i 


was entitled, a nation that he has saved. 
| turn him off with a year’s pay is an insult to 
the injured, and unbecomiug the majesty and 
. dignity of the nation. 

' Bir, we are apt in these times of spasmodic 
economy to do great injustice. There is no 


man on this floor who desires the expenses of | 
this nation cut down more than I do; but the ` 
man is not sane who expects ever again to see ' 


the expenditures of this great nation what they 
formerly were. It covers twice the space that 
it did ; the frontiers that we defend are quad- 
rupled in proportion ; and yet the effort seems 
to be to cut down the Army and kick out the 
old and decrepit soldiers. 

Sir, the memories of this nation gather around 
the field of Gettysburg and the bloody fields 


around Richmond, and the countless fields that ` 


the late contest bas made sacred and dear. 
When these men were there, bearing the stand- 
ard of their country amid a shower of bullets, 
who would have proposed then among all the 
members of both Houses of Congress to dis- 
miss those crippled soldiers at the end of the 
war with twelve months’ pay, and above all, 
who would propose to put it in the power of a 
board to say to one of these men, ‘You are 
disqualified from duty, and you must go out?” 
it the nation would ever command the warm- 

est sympathies of its citizens it cannot afford 
to do this thing. If the drum should again 
beatto battle, and the bugle should again sound 
the danger of the hour, aad the citizens should 
be called upon to muster again with their arms 
_to fill up the scattered ranks of the Army, 
where would you fiad them? ‘They would turn 
back to this day’s doings, and they would find 


: their reward should be twelve months’ pay and 
a dignified national kick: ‘‘Go, take care of 
yourselves.” The theory is not sound, and 


i of the Army of the United States. I say again, 


intelligent world. 
Sir, 1 appeal to my honorable friend on my 


he not give them a pledge that they should be 


keepit? Is this the way that the pledge of this 
great Government isto be carried out? ‘'You 
shall receive twelve months’ pay and the nation 
that you have saved knows you no more in its 
charities.” Sir, it is not a national charity; it 
is demanded by national justice. The pledge 


, be unfalfitled to the sons of the farmers of his 
| native hills; the pledge of our Military Com- 
| mittee would not be carried out in that way. 

I appeal to the honorable Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts himself, who mustered brave men || 


to the field, what pledge did he give to the sons 
of Massachusetts, to the fathers and mothers 
who kissed the lasttear off the cheeks of their 
| departing sons? Did he tell them then that 
it would be born of him thattwelve months’ pay 


| be their reward thereafter? No, sir; he gave 
the pledge of this generous and just nation; 
he gave the pledge that was the offspring of 
his own heart, that they should be cared for, 
not only in the present, but in the future. 
Away, then, withthis beheading of four hun- 
dred crippled officers ! 

Mr. President, upon one ofthe bloodiest fields 
on which Napoleon ever fought he saw with 
his quick eye one of his Old Guard go down. 
He went to his side, and said, ‘‘Is there any- 
thing I can do for you?” The soldier replied 
that there was. ‘‘What isit?” ‘*1 ask that 
| my name shail never be stricken off the roll 
| of the Old Guard.” And quick and generous 


the practice would be destructive to the energy | 


I repudiate all such injustice, and it will be © 
accounted an injustice by the enlightened and | 
ENTON, } who mustered the citizens ` 


right, [Mr. 
l; of the old and honored State of New York, did | 


cared for, living or dead? Is this the way you | 


of my honorable friend. from New York would |, 


aud a dilapidated and broken system should || 


as Napoleon was he issued the order that when- 

ever therealter that soldier’s name should be 
called a living sergeant should step out and 

say, ‘“‘ Fell on the battle-field of Jena.” That 
was the appreciation of the great Napoleon for: 
| the services of his soldiers. He spoke for 
: France; he spoke fora nation; and I believe 
© I speak to-day for this nation when I protest 
against this enormous cruelty. 
` We are told there are only four hundred of 
these officers. My God, sir, | wonder there are 
not four times four hundred! Only four hun- 
dred supernumeraries, as my friend calls them; 
and yet he would take his legislative saber and 
demolish them with a blow. Better by far that 
they had found graves upon the generous soil 
_of their country, better that they had fallen 
upon the field, than to have lived to fall by the 
ungrateful legislation of their country. 

It is said that this bill is going to cut down 
expenses. The reduction will not amount to 
a sixteenth of a mill to each inhabitant of this 
nation. Go and canvass your own town, and 
you will not find one man in whose veins runs 
red blood but will laugh you to scorn at such 
a proposition. Ticonomy! Sir, a nation can 
never afford to economize at the sacrifice of its 
honor. A nation that puts its dollars in the 
balance with its gratitude, when that is demon- 
strated to the world and to the people out of 
which armies are made, will be lost in coming 
conflicts. 

I hope, sir, that this provision will not pass. 
I speak in behalfof these crippled and maimed 
officers. I speak in behalf of their bended 

_ forms and mutilated limbs. I protest in the 
name of a generous people against the inflic- 
tion of such a wrong. | Sir, who is there who 

l: would not take one of these men to his own 
hearth-stone and make him comfortable? And 
` yet here on the hearth-stone of the nation it is 

proposed to pauperize them forever. Others 
may do as they please, but I desire that my 

'! vote and my voice shall be raised against such 

i ingratitude. 

appeal to the honorable Senator, the chair- 

‘man of the Committee on Military Affairs, to 

withdraw that offensive section. It will not 
be savory in the nostrils of this country in the 

' present nor in the future. Let these officers 

', linger to their appointed time; let a generous 
nation feed wad clothe them with’ the little 

pene: of their salaries; and let them find at 
east a welcome grave iñ a genial, patriotic soil, 
whose grass shall be made fresher and greener 
by the recollections of a grateful people. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, [ am sure 
if the Senator from Nevada had read this bill 
with care he never would have made the speech 
he has now made, in which he has exhibited 
: so much zeal and so little knowledge. The 
, Senator has traveled all around the world in 
his: discursive flights, but he has not touched 
| the question. ‘The section of the bill to which 
i he refers does not provide for anything of the 
i: kind he suggests, and if the Senator will read 
‘| it he will see it. 


Mr. President, no nation since the dawn of 
| creation has ever been so liberal and generous 
i toward the men who fought for it as has this 
nation, and nearly every line on the statute- 
| books of the country that has made up this 
| generosity came from the committee of which I 
iam chairman. Nearly every preposition, from 
| 1861 to this time, to be found: on the statute- 
i, books of the country in regard to our soldiers 
| or in regard to our armies originated in the 
l! Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate; 
and looking at them as they stand on the statute- 
< books to-day, I say that in generosity, liberality, 
|: kindness, forethought, and provision for the 
' soldiers there is nothing in the history even of 
'| France, or of any other Power on the globe, 
that compares with them fora moment. 
|| Then, sir, why should the Committee on Mil- 
| itary Affairs, who have to deal with this un- 
1 poa subject—a hard one, I admit—be 
|: held up before the Senate as submitting a prop- 
il osition to turn out old, wounded, worn-out 


i 
t 
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soldiers upon the country with a year’s pay? 
There is vo such proposition before the Sen- 
ate, and the Senator oug 
that assertion. 

There are five hundred wounded officers in 
the Army. men who bear upon their persons 
sears received in battle, Now, what is the 
proposition ? That every one of these wounded 
men who cannot perform duty may be retired, 
not ona year’s pay, but retired with seventy- 
five per cent. of his pay. Take the case of 
a colonel, wounded. broken, shattered in the 
sernice of the country, old, worn out in the 
public service; and what do we propose? To 
retire him with seventy-five per cent. of $4,000; 
to give him $3,000 a year to live on all the 
rest of his life. That is the proposition of the 
House bill adopted by the committee. ‘Then 
why does the Senator say that the propesition 
js to retire him on a year's pay? There is no 
such thing in the bill. No word ever fell from 
that Senator's lips more unjust to any man on 
earth. I repeat, there is nothing of the kind 
in the bill. 

Then, what is there in this measure? It is 
asimple measure in these three propositions 
to reduce the four hundred and eighty super- 
numerary officers, made supernumerary by the 
disebarge of infantry regiments last year. We 
consolidated the regiments, and we have these 
sapernumerary officers. Now, what is pro 
posed? inthe lirst place, we enlarge the retired 


officers instead of about one hundred and sev- 
enty, and in that way we tske care of the 
wonuded, the old, the worn out and decrepit, 
the men who have suffered in the service, so 
that they may be retired on seventy-five per 
cent. of their pay; givinga captain who receives 
$2,000 a year $1,500 a year to live on for the 
remainder of his life. Caa anything be more 
liberal, more generous, more jast? 

As l have said, we have an excess of four 
hondred and eighty officers. We shali retire 
abont one hundred or one hundred and twenty 
of them. We shall put about one hundred 
and twenty more into the active service, into 
the cavalry andartillery, where there are vacan- 
cies; and we propose to put first lieutenants 
where vacancies exist in the second lieuten- 
ants. We do not make them second lieuten- 
ants, bat we propose to have two first lieuten- 
ants in a company until the time comes for 
promotion and filling up—a liberal, just, and 
humane provision. ‘This willtake care of about 
one half of these men. Then what do we pro- 
pose besides? We eay to the officers of the 
Army, one and all, to the young men not 
thirty years old, strong and healthy, who are 


. nothing at all, or at most three months’ pay; |. 
‘ but we propose to give them a year's pay. 


| 
l 


ht not to have made ` 
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the war as volunteer officers, having warm 
sympathies, of course, with the volunteers, shall 
be uppointed, and before this board shall go 
such officers as shall be sent betore them. 
Let me say to the Senator from Nevada that the 


Department here at Washington haa as com- 
p s 


plete records of the officers of the Army and | 


theirstanding and condition as a school-teacher 


has of the scholars in his school. This section | 


provides that officers who have faults of char- 
acter, who have done improper things, shall go 
before this board, and if they shall be proved 
before that board to be—what? 


ments we now have twenty-five. That left on 
hand over six hundred supernumerary officers, 
officers for whom we had no places. Some of 
them have been appointed Indian agents. 
Others are at home. Many of these officers 
have done no duty for a year past, and are at 
their homes receiving their pay trom the Gov- 


` ernment. 


There is a demand inthe country, and every- 
' body expects that we are to reduce the num- 
' ber of officers down to our needs. There is 


= no justification for keeping more than we need. 


Not old men, © 


not wounded men, not men broken down iu | 
the service of their country, but men with per- | 


sonal faults that unfit them for the Army, they 
shall be mustered out, and we make the gen- 
erous provision for them—a thing unheard of 
in the history of the world—of giving them 
a year’s pay. We should be perfectly justi- 
fied in mustering them out and giving them 


; want to be generons and kind to men who have 


faults that untit them to continue in the Army. 
Mr. NYE. Willthe Senator allow me to ask 
him a question? ~ 
Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 
Mr. NYE. 1 wish to ask the honorable Sen- 


ator, the chairman of the Committee on Mil- | 
‘itary Affairs, if the law does not provide now 
| for getting rid of all such cases as he suggests 
list so that we may have three hundred retired © 


by courts- martial? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no. 

Mr. NYE. Yes, it does. 

Mr. CONKLING. Not unless foraviolation 
of the Rules and Articles of War. 

Mr. NYE. 
inattention to duty. 

Mr. WILSON. A portion of these cases 
of course would come under the present law ; 
but this section covers more than that. It 


‘The law certainly provides for | 


More than one hundred of these officers within 
a year have resigned, or been court-martialed 
and turned out of service, or have died, sothat 
the number has now been reduced down to four 
hundred and eighty. The provision of this bill 


` ig to get rid of these four hundred and eighty 


We | 


applies to men who have been guilty of per- : 
sonal misconduct or faults, but perhaps mis- ` 


conduct or faults not amonnting to enough to 
bring them before a court-martial. That is all 
there is about it; and we made what seemed tous 
to be a generous and kindly provision for them. 

Now, I desire to say to the Senator that we 
have in the Army fifty-one men who have 
served as major generals with full commis- 
sions, end seventy four who have been bre- 
veted, making one hundred and twenty-five 
men who have been major generals in the 


_ Army.. Then we have one hundred and thir- 


iy-eight who have been brigadier generals; 


. one hundred. and seventy who have been 
, colonels; two hundred and two who have 
been lietitenant colonels; two hundred and 


inthe service, * If any of you, gentlemen, desire | 
to go into other business and retire from the | 


Army we will give you a years’ pay if you have 
not been in the service tive years ; if you have 


been in the service betweea five and ten years |; 


we will give one and a halt years’ pay ; and 


if you have been in the service longer than that 


we will give you two years’ pay in advance,” . 


which would pay an old colonel who has been 


long in the service seven or eight thousand dol- | 


lars. I have letters from officers in the Army 
applauding this proposition, urging it, and say- 
ing that it is generous and liberal. Thatis the 
proposition that we have before us. 1 believe 
that under it one ortwo hundred of these officers 
will resign, not beeanse they are old or worn 
out or broken down, but because they will see 
that in times of peace there is a greater open- 
ing in other professions, and they will go out of 
the Army as Grant and Sherman and many 
good officers went out of the Army in times 
of peace in the past; and they will unques- 
tionably gain by it; for I do not believe that 
the Army in times of peace, or with only these 


_ ton for years to come. 


board of officers consisting of five men, a ma- 
jority of whom shal! be officers who served in 


eighteen who have been majors; three hun- 
dred and eighteen who have been captains; 
two hundred and twelve who have been first 


lieutenants; eighty-eight who have been sec- | 


ond lieutenants; making fourteen hundred 


- and seventy-one men who have served in the | 
volunteer service either with full commissions | 
I am sure nobody wants to do any ! 


or brevets. 


. injustice to the officers of the Army. 


In 1866, when the war closed, we hadan Army 
of one million and thirty-four thousand men. 
Some of those men in volunteer regiments 
were kept 


complaint was made. We had to reorganize 
our Army and allow all our volunteers to go 
home, having redeemed to them all our pledges 


: and more too, having passed bounty acts cost- 
: ing the country at least $100,000,000 that were 
‘not promised. We reorganized the regular 


: Army in 1866. 
' needed then. 

: _ rebel States was unsettled. We therefore made 
Indian troubles, will be a great place for the | 
exereise of talent or the gratification of ambi- -: 


In thi ‘ : thousand by the President. 
n this section we simply provide that a | 


It was no larger than we 
The condition of affairs in the 


an Army of fifty-four thousand men, but it 
could be enlarged to eighty-two or eighty-three 
Last year there 
was a strong demand to reduce the Army, 


regiments. 


‘| vides for a board, do precisely what I clai 


men as easily as possible. We have offered 
' them this liberal provision. [Í am sorry the 
Senator does not see the liberality of it, and | 
am sorry that, not seeing it, he should under- 
take to putus ina false position before the 
country, and charge us with doing an anjust, 
cruel thing to any of the men who served their 
country. I take it the Senator and myself do 
not differ in our sentiments or feelings of grat- 
itude toward the men who served the country. 

Mr. NYE. One word in reply. If in the 
course of my remarks I did anything more 
than say that this was a mistake in judgment 
‘on the part of the committee I said more 
i than I intended to say. But knowing the gen- 
' erous manner in which the honorable Senator 
always felt toward our soldiers it created my 
| surprise to see what I claim to be a change of 
tactics so soon after the war is over. 

Now, sir, L undertake to say that this sec- 


'| tion, together with the other section that pro- 


med 
' they did do. They in effect say to these ofli- 
cers, “ You can go out if you please; if you do 
not we will put you out through the agency of 
this board.” Sir, how long would you stay in 
a man’s house if he should tell you. ‘t You can 
go out if you have a mind to do 80, but if you 
stay too long I will put you out?” How long 
would you regard yourself as a comfortable 
guest in that house? Establish this guillotine, 
. and establish this crucible through which these 


i. officers mast pass, and how long do you sup: 
'i pose it will be before they will resign to get 


in the service and were carried on | 
_ to the frontiers of Texas and into the Indian | 
country. The men were dissatisfied. Great | 


1 
i 
i 
t 


t 


rid of it? It compels them, if they have got 
the spirit of men, to resign their commissions 
and to throw themselves upon the cold char- 
' ities of an unfeeling world. The proposition 
is simply this: ‘* Go out, if you please, of your 
accord, and we will give you a year’s pay, or 
| we will retire you through the agency of this 
board at the end of a reasonable time; but go 
out you must; this Army must be reduced.” 
That is the language. 

The honorable Senator stands here and tells 
us that there are four hundred and eighty offi- 
cers who must be got rid of. Then, why not 
with one sweep get rid of them? Why torture 
them by this inquisition that is to follow by the 
provisions of this bill? You say to them, “‘ Go, 
if you please, and we will give you a year’s 
pay; stay, and you have got a board pending 
over your head who will remove yonany way.” 

My honorable friend from Massachusetts says 
that this is only intended to reach a set of offi- 
cers who are derelict in their duties. If they 
‘are derelict in their duties a tribunal already 


exists to try them at the will of their com- 


| mander. I appeal to the honorable Senator 
‘from Mississippi, [Mr. AMES,] whose life has 


| been spent in the Army, if a man who is der- 


: elict in his duty is not subjeet to court-martial 


i by the law as it stands now under the Rules 
i and Articles of War. If a dereliction of duty 


:| is not a cause for trial before a court martial, 


| go, wipe out one half of the records of your 
| s . . 

| courts- martial, for I have read them with my 
i own eyes; I have heard the sentences with my 


and /| own ears. 
we disbanded or consolidated twenty infantry |; i pre 
Instead of having forty-five regi- || another class whose babits and personal indis- 


Bat the honorable Senator says there is 
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oretions have unfitted them for duty. Sir, the 
Jaw provides for the disabled, from whatever 
canse it may be, now. If I find a sick and 
wounded soldier or a dying soldier I do not 
stop to inquire, and by my permission this 
board shall not inquire, whether his sickness 
or disability arises from his own follies or from 
exposure in the service which he had endured. 
Who is to be the judge? I come before that 
board with crippled limbs and broken and 
shattered frame,and the honorable Senator, 
sitting in judgment upon me, saya, ‘ This is the 
fruit of your own indiscretion ; while I plead 
as eloquently as I can that it is the result of 
my exposure in the defease of my country. 
Who is to determine? Where is the line to be 
drawn? Better by far that this Government 
should support four hundred and eighty officers 
in idleness than to drive the dagger of ingrati- 
tude into the breast of one deserving soldier. 
Better a thousand times that the Government 
should bear this imposition, if you please to call 


it so, than to do injustice to á single man who | 


has dared the dangers of battle and dared the 
dangers of climate. 

I do not know but that this measure will 
carry ; but I shail have the consolation of know- 
ing that I did what I could to defeat it; andin 
theday of judgment, when the wounded and the 
sick and disabled soldiers shall stand around 
me, accoutered differently from what. they are 
now, I shall receive iheir commendation in that 
final hour, - À 

The PRESIDING OFFICER.. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment proposed hy the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. DRAKE, }-to insert 
after the word “ October,” in line five of sec- 
tion two, the words “1870.” 
_ Mr. ROSS, ‘Ehe Senator from Massachu- 
setts dropped a remark. a few moments ago, 
the trath of which ia patent to everybody, and 


| dier’s recollection of their great patriotism and i] 


on a thousand fields, and I feel: that I should 
be derelict in my duty to them, derelict to the 
memory of that contest, and untrue to a sol- | 


| unselfish devotion, were I to consent to this 


i 


| 


the fact has elicited exclamations of astonish- ; 


ment and commendation the world over. That 
was, that no nation was everso generous to its 
soldiers: as this nation has been.. I trust that 
it will always be the case, that no stain of in- 
justice or ingratitude will ever mar that record. 
it is also true that no mation was ever so faith- 
2 served by its soldiers as this nation has 
en, aA 
- Mr. President, I represent a State four out 
of every five of whose citizens were members 


` the justice or propriety of it. 


roposition. I have listened attentively to the 
cid and comprehensive explanation of the 
Senator of his amendment, but I fail yet to see 
I fail to see the 
justice of patting it in the power of the Presi- 
dent or of any man to give to these gentlemen 
the polite invitation that we give in this bill, 
t Unless you choose to resign within the space 
of the next six months or four months, you 
shall be mustered out.’’ I hope that the time 
at least willbe extended. Ihave suggested an 
amendmentaimply to perfect the bill if it should 
pass atall. I am opposed to the proposition 
as it stands, or as amended even. But if it is 
to pass, I hope it will be with my amendment. 
Mr. SAWYER. I should like to ask the 
chairman of the Military Committee a question 
in regard to section fifteen. If I understood 
him rightly, the pay proposed in section fifteen 
will be a considerable increase of the present 
compensation in the aggregate. Am I right? 
Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SAWYER. How much? i 
. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question ' 
before the Senate ison the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Missouri to section two. ` 
Mr. SAWYER. I was aware of that; but I 
have a special reason for desiring this inform- 
ation at this moment if the Senator will give it 
to me. i 
.Mr. WILSON. 
Mr. SAWYER. Iwantto know the amount 
of increase in the aggregate expenses of the 
Army made by section fifteen over the present 
compensation. | 
Mr. WILSON. I answer the Senator upon | 


the presumption, which is a fair one, that fuel | 


,, and quarters in kind which the officers are to 


| 


i 
| 


', doubt about 
vision is that they shall-have fuel and quarters » 


of that great Army which championed liberty . 


en 


receive will be the same as the commutation 
for fuel and ee There cannot be any 
that, in my judgment, for the pro- 


in kind according to existing regulations. I 
am told that in the cities it will increase the 
expense ; that fuel and quarters in kind will 
cost more than the commutation. Whether 
that be so or not, leaving that. entirely out of ` 


the question, taking the pay proper, every colo- |! lows: 
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nelin the Army, if he has served less than five 
years, has an increase of $764; if ha has served 
twenty years he has an increase of $1,326. 
There are sixty-eight colonels. 

| Mr. SAWYER. The Senator will pardon 
' me for interrupting him. I listened to those 
details, but I want the aggregate increase. 

Mr. WILSON. If the officers of the Army, 
when we have reduced them down to what we 
really need, should be all officers who have not 
served five years, so as not to receive the ten 
per cent. increase iu lieu of the service rations, 
the aggregate of increase will be about five 
hundred thousand dollars. If they have been 
in the service for five years it will be some 
two hundred thousand dollars more. In fact, 
with the exception of the generals of the Army 
and the chaplains of the Army, by the House 
bill every other officer of the Army has had hig 
: pay increased ; and I will tell you exactly how 
, much increased. Ihave figured it out with my 
own hand. A colonel receives an increase of 
$764, without any reference to the service ra- 
tions or the ten per cent. ; a lieutenant colonel, 
$554; a major, $346; a captain of cavalry, 
$342; a captain of infantry, $262; a lieuten- 
: anton staff duty, $223; alieutenant, mounted, 
$142; a lieutenant of infantry, $82; a second 
lieutenant, mounted, $82; of infantry, $42. 
That is without any reference to the ten per 
cent., and that makes an increase of about half 
a million dollars. 
| Now, supposing these men are entitled to 
' one ten per cent.—and I suppose they would 
| average nearly two—it would be about seven 
hundred thousand dollars. If they were all en- 
titled to the additional ten per cent. for twenty 
; years’ service—and a great many of them are 
now—the increase would be $1,154,000. 

Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator be good 
enough to inform me whether there is no cor- 
responding saving by taking into consideration 
the rations, the commutation for rations, ser- 
vants, &c. ? 

Mr. WILSON. The commutation.of rations 
is $108 for every five years. 

Mr. SAWYER. The point 


I want to get 


; at is, does the Senator count all those rations 


in the present pay in comparing the present 
pay with the provisions of this bill? 

. Mr. WILSON. Certainly they are all in... I 
have the entire list made here. It is as fol- 


‘Table showing the pay of certain officers of the United States Army under existing taws, and their pay as proposed in the House bill. 


Officers. f | First five yoars. | Second fiye years. | _ Third five years, | Fourth five years. Fifth five years. 
2 : Present | Proposed | Present | Proposed | Present | Proposed | Present | Proposed | Present | Proposed 
Grade. Service. pay. | pay. (| pay. pay.. “pay. . pay. {i pay. pay. pay. pay.. 
\ : i sty ot —- - 

Colonel esee sine iospoe eobetades $2,786 00 ` $3,500 $2,845 50 | $8,850 | $2,955 00| $4,200 < $3,064 50| $4,500 $3,174 00 $4,500 
Lientenant colonel...:....... 2,446 50 3,000 2,556 00 | 3,2 2,665 60 | - 3,600: : 2,775 00) 3,900 884 50 4,000. | 
Major ...-ceceneesnonoeeqenee tee a.. 2,153 40 .. 2,500 2,262 90 : .2,750 i 2,372 40 | ,000 2,481 90 3,259 2,591 40 3,500 | | 
Captain. ! d 1,67 50 2,000 1,767 00 2,200 | '1,876 50 2,400 - 1,986 00 2,600 „2,095 50 | 2,800 | 
Captain ..... Not mounted. 7 1,537 50 1,800 1,647 00 1,980 -1,756 50 2,160 © 1,866 00 2,340 | 1,975 50° 2,520 | 
-Lientenant............. | Regin cntal staff........ 1,577 50 1,800 1,687 00 1,980 1,796 50 2,160 : -.1,906 00 | 2,340 2,015 50}. - 2,520- | 
First lieutenant. m..] Mounted ..........sesseses , 1,45750, 1,609 1567 00 1,760 .1,676 50. | 1,920.. 1,786 00 2,080 . 1,895 50 2,240 
First lieutenant......... Not mounted: 1,417 50 1,500 1,527 00 1,650° 1.636 :59 i 1,800 °° 1,746 00 | 1,950 | 1.85550: ` 2,100 
Second lieutenant... Mounted ...... <` 1,457 50) 1,500 ' 156700- 1,650 ‘1,676 50 1,800 1.786 00, 1950 | 189550! 2100 
Second heutenant..... Not mounted < 1,857 50, - 1,406 1,467 00, . 1,540 1,576 50 1,680 | ,1,686 80 | 1,820 + 1,79550 | 1,960. ; 
Chaplain........ areeni tht esseesueecoranse 1,200 00 ;: 1,200 1,809 50; 152%. 1,419 00., 1,40 ' 152850; 1560 ; 1,63800, ...1,630 | 


Mr. SAWYER. Then I understand that in || States. The committee have presented here a 


stating this increase the comparison which the 


Senator has -made between the entire pay as i 


{ 
I 


now fixed by law and the entire pay as pro- | 


posed by this bill has been fairl 
figures he bas given us. 
Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


y stated in the 


tion is on the amendment of the Senator from ` 


Slissouri, [Mr. Draxe. ] : 

. Mr. WARNER.. Mr. President, it strikes 
me that the most important feature in this-bill 
is the first section; and it seems to me that a 
more. inopportune time could not have been 
chosen, for reducing the Army of the United 


| 
| 
| 
| 


proposition to reduce the Army of the United 
States just at a time when the whole Indian 


border is exposed ; when the entire country is | 


` alarmed at the prospect of a murderous Indian 


! fined to their forts by savage Indians, and when 


every section of the country is being stripped of 
its troops and are being hurried forward to save 


our soldiers from capture and the tomahawk. ` 
It is proposed to reduce the Army ata time when ` 


this Chamber.and the other Hall have been 
ringing with clamors for protection ; when the 


of this.Government to protect its own citizens; 
when the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] 
and other Senators here have recited a long 
catalogue of outrages, of violations of rights 


p || of property, of destruction .of life in large sec- 
© war; when the United States garrisons upon | 
: the frontier are actually surrounded and con- 


tions of the country. At a time when the 
| General of the Army and the President.of the 
| United States are being beset every. day for 


| more troops to.protect American citizens, it is 
| proposed in advance to fix a.time when tbe 
` numbers. of the Army shall be reduced. 

The troops have already been ordered away 
. from the State of Kentucky, where they served 
_ by their mere presence as conservators of the 


spectacle has been held up here of the failure | public peace, and I am already admonished 
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that itis probable that within one week ortwo 
weeks the United States troops must be taken 


from my State and from others of the southern ' 


States: and yet in view of these facts it is 


proposed here in hot haste and in advance to ‘i 
me for the reduction of the Army of ` 


hx atl 
ike United States. Mr. President, it will be 
quite time enough when we shall have peace 
and qaiet within our own borders, when the 
settlers on our western frontier shall be safe 
in their homes, when the loyal people of the 
Youth everywhere are safe in the enjoyment 
of their rights, when the bands of disguised 
Kuklux who have been so much spoken of 
here shall have been put down, for us to talk 
about reducing the Army of the United States. 

Mr. President, it belongs to this Government 


and to this Congress to exert all the power - 


they can within the limits of the Constitution to 

rotect their own people ; and if you withdraw 
the United States troops from the southern 
States, where they are recognized as the repre- 
sentatives of the power of the General Govern- 
ment, you devolve on each of those States the 
charge of organizing a State militia for the 
enforcement of the laws; and it is seriously 
apprehended that in some of those States such 
a torce may result, if not in civil war, in local 
conflicts which will cost a good deal of blood. 


It is my judgment that the Army of the United |i 


States may be used in those States to preserve 
thepeace. I know that the moral effect of their 
mere presence there is to restrain the violence 
of the enemies of the Government and the ene- 
mies of good order; and I think this Govern- 
ment can do no greater wrong, not only to the 

ple ‘bn our western frontiers, but to the 
oyal people of the South and to all the people, 
than by now adopting such legislation as will 
require the withdrawal of the troops from these 
sections. 

You talk about saving $6,000,000 by this 
reduction. Mr. President, that saving is very 
desirable; but this Government cannot afford 
to deny extending all the protection in its power 
to its people everywhere without regard to cost, 


would gladly and willingly eontribute this pal- 
try $6,000,000, if they could do it themselves, 
rather than see the United States forces with- 
drawn from their midst. _ . 


Bat, Mr. President, if this measure is to be |; 


. Army I would not hold the place a moment if 


: - What does the fifth section of this ‘bill mean, | 


providing that the office of General and Lieu- 
tenant General of the Army shall continue until 
avacancy shall occurinthe same,and no longer? 
It means this, and it will be understood by the 
country and by the world as saying to the distin- 
guished men who hold these places, ‘You are | 
no longer wanted; we continue you by grace; | 
but you are not wanted ;. you are supernumer- 
aries, you are superfluities, you are parasites | 
upoa the Government; and while we do not 
propose to-day to strike you down we propose 
to say to the country that your offices are use- 
less.” And in the sueceéding section, in 


given to them when these offices were created. | 


In the inspiration which followed the war, || 
nı do not think we are prepared to act upon that 
“| provision of the bill. 

these men, you made these offices and you fixed | 
Now that you ‘have gotten the * 


and in the gratitude‘which welled’ up in ‘all 
men’s hearts at the distinguised services of 


their salaries. 
services, now that you have peace, you propose 
to say to them ‘‘ We are paying you too much ; 
your services to the country are not worth 
$17,000 a year; they are only worth twelve or 
ten thousand dollars; we withdraw sometbin 
of the acknowledgment of your distinguishe 
gervices which we have heretofore made.’’ And 
I shall expect this proposition, if it succeeds, to 
be followed next year by another to turn them 
out of office. ‘ 

Mr. President, disguise it as you may, the | 
Army, the country, and the world will under- | 
stand that provision to mean that these officers 
are not wanted, and if I were General of the 


that section becomes a law. I would not hold 


a position which the Congress of my country ` 


held to be a useless one; and I would not | 


receive this seeming gratuity from the Treasury `; 


of my country. I would say, “I served you 


not for pay; I did my duty as a citizen of my © 
nding upon your | 


country, and I am not d 
stipend for 4 living;’’ and | believe that would 


` be the feeling of every soldier. i 
and the loyal people of the southern States | 


. but they will be so understood. You say the 


passed in the interest of economy I think the |, 


Army is a poor place to begin. Begin with 
your regiments of civil office-holders that are 
swarming all-over the land and at every man’s 
door. Begin with your custom-houses, where 
you have officials fattening on their fifteen, 


sand dollars to the sum you propose to give to 
the General of your Army. Go to New Or- 
leans and begin yourreduction there.. You say 
you cannot afford to the greatheroes who have 
saved your country fifteen’ or sixteen thousand 
dollars a year from your Treasury; but you can 


| with the Army, this disposition to reduce, to 
| muster out, to try men by boards, and to legis: 


ʻi is its life. 
twenty, forty, or fifty thousand dollars a year. ` 
Go to New York ; cut down the pay of yoar | 
customs officers there from forty or fifty thou- | 


afford twice and treble and quadraple that sam | 


to civil officers who have never rendered any 


service that hay distinguished them before ` 


the country. Go to New Orleans; go down 
mto my own State; your collector of eustoms 


thereis receiving his $16,000 a year. Will you | 


give him $16,000 a year-and deny to the Gen- | 


eral of the Army, remembering his services 
and proud of his fame, another $16,000? Will 
you give to your collector at Charleston his ff- 
teen or twenty thousand’ dollars a year and 
deny to Sheridan his $12,0007 - If economy is 


the word, begin somewhere else than with the | 


heroes of the war and 
country. - 

Bat, Mr. President, it is proposed to strike 
down the supernumeraties of the Army. Here 
again Congress can better afford to begin some- 
Where else; with the sapernumerdries of the 
civil Departments of the Government rather 
than to be -in such hot and hungry haste to 
begin with the Army. ©. 


the saviours of your 


| civil life, where they can do better, so far as 


į expressed that feeling, and that he said that if 


The same is true of the sixth and seventh sec- | 
tions. I know well they are not thus intended, 


same thing to your major generals and to your 
brigadier generals. i 

I know, Mr. President, that this is the feel- 
ing of the Army, that this continued tinkering 


l 
l: 
| 
late inually to affect. it, is destroying: the 
morale esprit de corps of the Army, which | 
The best men in the Army are ` 
looking about for something else to do. They | 
feel that their tenure of office is insecure and | 
uncertain, that they are not wanted, and that | 
to-day or to-morrow or next session they will |; 
be mustered ont. i 
Mr. President, I think the effect of this'pro- |; 
vision for a retirement with a year’s pay will | 
be to drive from the Army its brains and its | 
energy. The men of brains, the men of energy, | 
the men who will make your futere Sheridans || 
and Shermans and Thomases, if you need them, |; 
will leave the Army and go into the walks of | 


pecuniary results are coneerned. The worth- 
less men, the men who cannot make a living 
outside of the Atmy, will remain in it to draw 
their pay and to vegetate, simply doing the 
routine duty which devolves on a regular Army 
officer, and utterly unambitious to accomplish 
anything else. 

Now, Mr. President, I am not mistaken as 
to the feeling which the Army entertain in| 
regard to this legislation. I speak whereof I 
know when I say that that grand old hero, 
Thomas, who died the other day, felt pained 
to his heart at this, as he deemed, hostile legis- 
lation toward the Army. And I know thathe | 


i for their protection. 
i} 


ıı murdered. 


man was a supernumerary he would not muster 
him out. 

But it does not appear that this provision 
for pay has even the claim of economy. And 
here I may say that I think before we are pre- 
pared to act intelligently on this provision of 
the bill we should have printed upon our desks 
areport from the Secretary of War, which should 


| set forth exactly what the pay of each grade of 


officers is under the existing law. and what it 
will be under this section of this bill. Then 
we shall beable to determine intelligently how 
officers of the Army shall be affected by this 


s 2 | bill, whether their pay is to be increased or 
- which it is proposed to reduce their pay, we |! 
' withdraw something of the gratitude that was | 


reduced, and how much, and also what is to 
| be the effect upon the Treasury, whether a 
| saving or aloss. And until we have that inform- 
ation in detail, as it certainly can be afforded, I 


Mr. President, these, in very few words, are 
my opinions in'regard to the bill; but I would 
repeat again in regard to the first séction, which 
is the vital one to us in our region of the coun- 


| try, that I do not think Congress could be 


guilty now of a greater wrong, an act which 


© would carry greater dismay to the hearts of 
loyal people in the South, than the passage of 


this bill looking to the reduction of the Army. 

It will be time enough to do it when we shall 
` have peace everywhere, when men and prop- 
erty shall everywhere be safe, when the declar- 
ation within our own borders, as abroad over 
the world, “I am an American citizen,’’ shall 
be a guarantee of protection. If the humblest 
citizen of this Republic were abroad in a for- 
: eign land, and the finger of a foreign Power 
iwere laid upon him, it would rouse the whole 
country, and the whole material power of the 
country, even to the extent of war, would be 
wielded for his protection; and yet the cries 
come up here day by day from your own cit- 
izens of lack of protection, of persecution, 
and of murder for loyalty in our own country, 
and they are passed unheeded; and in view of 
i that you propose to diminish, to some degree 
` to strike down one of the greatest instruments 


Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I concur 
with the Senator from Alabama that it is not 
the time now to reduce the Army. I think it 


i must be clear to anybody who has given it any 


investigation that that is true. ‘Take, for in- 
stance, the Territory of Arizona. There is an 
inadequate force there, and the people are daily 
The list of horrors there is per- 
fectly shocking. When the Governor of that 
Territory. was here I called with him upon the 
President, the General of the Army, and the 
Secretary of War, to see if something could 
not be done to afford protection on the princi- 
pal mail routes-and for the large settlements, 


‘| without any idea‘of protecting the Territory 


generally, but protecting the capital of the 
Territory, and I was told there were not troops 
enough; that there were calls from every part 
of the country. In that Territory from March, 
1864, to December, 1869, one hundred and 
sixty-eight whites were murdered by Indians. 
The names and dates and places are given, 
with-all the particulars of these outrages. It 
was estimated that there were at least two hun- 
dred. more of which they were unable to give 
the details. This is in a very small population. 
The names of nineteen are given in the Chron- 
icle of March 10, 1870, furnished by the Gov- 
ernor, killed by slow torture in two counties 
last winter, and many more names are not 
known. I saw an estimate of the largest 
county in the Territory, in which Tucson, the 
capital, is located, and in eighteen months one 
ninth of the entire people had been killed. 
They cali for protection, and they get none. 
Hardly a mail carrier attempts to go through 
that country. You provide for mail contracts 
there; you appoint x Governor and other off- 


he were put upon a board to muster out offi- 
cers he never would muster out one of them 
except for personal unfitness; that because-a 


cers to organize a Government there, and the 
Apaches bhaye charge of the Territory. That 
is a ‘toentry where Vincent Colyer does not 


8826 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 10, 


i 


He never goes toany country of this kind. 
Rone of the Quakers have been there, . It is 
a country they do not visit; it is dangerous 
traveling on the mail routes, , | 

Then, trom New Mexico I have alist of forty- 


four distinct attacks made in one county in © 


1869. In every instance they carried off prop- 
erty and killed a large number of mail-carriers. 
I have a detailed list of the cases in New Mex- 
ico. Of course I do not mean to go into any 
lengthened detail; but here is this constant 
murdering of our people in the populous por- 
tions, in Sennie counties, where the people 

rincipally live. I bave referred you to cases 
in the principal counties of those Territo- 
ries. 


It is said there is no trouble on the plains. - 
© jt invites settlers to the frontiers and organ- ; 


What are the facts in regard to General Sheri- 
dan’s department? I think he has rendered 


sufficient service to make his evideuce worth . 


something against those who were never in an 


Indian country. I propose to have General | 


Sheridan’s letter read as to the necessity of || 


soldiers in hia pel adores 2 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Heanquartsrs MILITARY 
Division oF THE MISSOURI 
Cuicaco, ILLINOIS, March 18, isr. 

GExRRAL: The farther report of Colonel Baker in 
reference to the punishment of the Piegan Indians 
has not yet been received. 

Tt seems strange that there should be such a want 
of knowledge of the position which Army officers 
have to maintain in reference to Indian affairs. I 
have in my command at least five thousand miles of 
frontier settlements. my cbiof and only duty being 
to give protection to the families residing on these 
long lines against the outrages ot Indians. The Gov- 
ernment haa invited these settlers by opening the 
Jands to them for preémption and improvement. 
The number of men, women, and children on this 
extended frontier is very great, and there is nota 
day from one year’s end to the other that these fam- 
ilies are exempt from the fearful thought of boing 
murdered in the most fiendish manner, the men 
scalped, the women ravished, and the brains of the 
children dashed out. 


t 


retected in his rights while there by the troops 

eeping aff the emigrants who encroach on his land. 
All these points are practically exhibited each year. 
The Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Comanches, Kiowas, 
nnd Apaches have just been forced on by the troops. 
Daring tho last yoar, as soon ag I withdrew the 
Fox reservation, the 


troops from the Sac and 
emigrants took possession. 


|| 


A flood of emigration : 


| almost ten thousand strong moved in solid mass and | 


occupied the Osage reservation, because there were 
no troups thereto keep them off, r 
ervations on which tho Indian was set betore will be 
lost in the same manner unless guarded by tho mil- 


itary. . 
Yours, truly, P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant General. 


All the other res- : 


General W. T. SHERMAN, Commanding United Statea 


Army, Washington, D. C. 


-© Mr. STEWART. Ido notwant to prolong — 


: this discussion, but it does seem to me that 
there is an obligation on the nation. When 


` izes, governments there, advises them to go 
there and settle, and when we are talking con- 
stantlyof settlement, and having our emigrant 
associations, which are favored by all the peo- 

le; when the whole policy of the Government 
| iş to settle the interior, the established policy 


| of the Government by every act of legislation, 


When Lsaid in a previous let- : 


ter that eight hundred had met that fate since 1862 ' 
I was below the figure and should have said twelve | 


hundred. | 

My duties are to protect these people. I have 
nothing todo with Indians but in this connection. 
There is scarcely aday in which I donot receive the 


most heart-rending appeals to save settlers from the | 


cruel fate which may come upon them, and Ta 


m 
forced to the alternative of choosing whether I shall ' 


regard their appeals or allow them to be butchered 
in order to save myself from the hue and cry ot peo- 
pie who know not the Indians, and whose families 

ave not the fear morning, noon, and night of being 
ravished and seslped by them. ‘The wifeofthe man 


at thecenterof wealth, civilisation, and refinementis `: 


not. more dear ta bim than is tho wife of the pioneer 
of the frontier. ee : 

T bave no hesitation in making mychoice. Tam 
going to stand by the people over whom I am 
placed. and give them what protection I can. We 


ave not the troops to placeat each man’s house to | 


defend it, and have sometimes to take the offensive 
to punish for crimes already comiaitted in order to 
prevent the perpetration of others. In taking. the 
offensive I have to select that season when 
catch the fiends: and if a village is attacked and 
women und children killed the responsi bility is not 
with the soldiers, but with the people whose crimes 
necessitate the attack. During the war did any one 
hesitate to attaek a village or town occupied by the 
enomy because women or children were within its 
limits? 5 

Did we cease to throw shells into Vicksburg or 
Atlanta because women and children were there? 
If the women aud children were saved in these 
places it was because they had cellars to go into; 
and should any of the women and children of the 
Piegans have lost their lives, I sincerely regret that 
they had not similar places of refuge, though 
doubt if they would have availed themselves of 
them, for they fight with more fury than the men. 
The soldiers do not want to kill Indians after lon 
years of Indian frontier service; I am satisfie 
tbat they are the only good practical friends the 
Indians have. | i 

We cannot avoid being abused by one side or the 
other. If we allow the detenseless people on the 
frontier to be scalped and ravished we are burned in 
effigy and execrated as soulless monsters, insensible 
to the sufferings of humanity; if the Indian is pun- 
ished to give security to these people we are the sane 
roulless monsters from the other side. This is a bad 
predicament to be in, but, as I have said, I have 
taade my choice, and am going to stand by the peo- 
pie whom the Government has placed me here to 
protect, 

‘The reservation is the last ditch of the wild In- 
dian; but to get him there he must be forced on by 
the troops, Those who think he can be induced to 
go there by otber means gre mistaken. When on 
the reservation he will have to be kept there by the 
presence of the troops, and thus become tangible for 
the good work of civilisation; and he ean only be 


can |' 


< does it not devolve upon the Government the 


duty to extend reasonable protection? I have 


heard so frequently that the Indian troubles are | 
the fault of the settlers, and that they should | 


| be driven back, and that this land should be 
| reserved for barbarism; I have heard the set- 


tlers abused in these Halls so frequently, that | 


I feel called upon to say one word in their 
behalf. Inthe last six years, in the depart- 


ment which General Sheridan commands, he | 
reports twelve hundred assassinations by Indi: | 


ans, and I do not suppose he has two thirds 
of them in that calculation. These assassin- 


ations were of men, women, and children l; 


who are settlers, who are as good people as 
any that ever settled in New England or in 


speculators, 
swarm around your capital and divide the ill- 
gotten gains you appropriate for a supposed 
Indian amelioration who ere murdered. It is 
; the pioneer that you invite to settle the vast 
West; he and hia family are sacrificed. 

Now you propose to cut down the Army 80 
that there shall be no protection. Sir, you are 


'; in no condition to cut down the Army until 


` you have protected these citizens; and itis the 
opinion of the War Department and the opin- 
‘ ion of the General of your Army that there are 

not enough soldiers now for this purpose. The 
' daty and the necessity of protecting the people 
of Arizona, of protecting the mail from 


' a large amount annually, are acknowledged by 
i the General; but he said Congress has cut 
down the Army thus, and he did not feel dis- 


- posed while there was a proposition pending 


i 
1 
l 
1 
i 


ié 
i 


| 
‘| to suppress them. 


' to reduce it over ten thousand more, to reduce 
‘it down to twenty-five thousand, to fill up the 
‘ regiments. He said he could not doit until the 
| pending bill is disposed of. The settlers must 
i be killed ; there can be protection to them ; 
‘ the Army must be reduced | 

i Now we hear from the South a call for more 
| troops. We hear of an organization in the 


I | South known as the Kuklux Klan which is 


in open rebellion, and you propose to pass biils 


here for discussion and propose to pass them, 
and yet you propose'to cut off the Army so 
that he will have no power to execute what you 
enact. What is the use of passing them? We 
should certainly have thirty-six thousand men 
now provided for, the regiments filled up, and 
we should certainly keep the peace a few 


et anarchy and ruin prevail, ‘There is noth- 
ing so demoralizing to a country, nothing so 
expensive to a country ab to allow its citizens 
to be murdered. ‘There is nothing that breeds 


such crimes to be committed with impunity. 


Virginia in early times, It is not the Indian | 
it is not the Indian agents that | 


Califoruia to Texas, for which you are paying | 


ears before reducing the Army, rather than |: 
_, Senator says is the judgment of the Army: 


discontent so rapidly, that demoralizes, that | 
| breaks down law and order so much as to allow 


I tell you if we have laws we must enforce 
them at all hazards if we would make the 
people respect the Government. If we are to 
pass laws for the protection of life and prop- 
erty we must use the means to enforce those 
laws, and I think it is premature to reduce the 
Army. With a view of testing the sense of 


the Senate on the subject, I move to lay the. 


bill on the table for the present that the appro- 
priation bill may come up. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw that motion. 

Mr. STEWART. For what purpose? 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator desires to 
strike out the first section I will not oppose it, 
if that is the judgment of the Senate. 

Mr. STEWART. Every other section is 
being discussed. 1 think we had better go on 
with the appropriation bill. 

Mr, W ISON. There are but two sections 


' on which there can be a division. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator 


' will yield to me for a minute—— 


Mr. SEEWART. Certainly; I withdraw the 
motion to hear the Senator. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No such motion 
is necessary. This bill is before the Senate by 


‘ consent, and the other bill may come up atany 


moment. ‘This bill proceeds only by general 
consent. Whenever the regular order is called 


| for 1 understand it must be taken up. 


Mr. STEWART. Then I call for the regular 


order. ; 
‘ Mr. WILSON. I hope the Senator will 


allow this bill to go on for half an hour longer, 
and see if we cannot come to some conclusion 
in regard to it. e 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, I would yield 
to that, but it is very obvious that the expecta- 
tions of the Senator from Massachusetts about 
the passage of this bill are not to be met; that 
there is discussion which may last several days ; 
and under these circumstances, I submit to 
nee whether he can thiok it worth 
while—— 

Mr. WILSON. Will not the Senator allow 


| mea short time? 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I cannot object 


o that. . . 

Mr. WILSON. I will not take up the time 
of the Senate. : g 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Nevada withdraw his motion to 
lay the bill on the table? i 

Mr. STEWART. Iwill withdraw it for half 
an hour to accommodate the Senator from 


t 


! Massachusetts ; but I have no idea that we are 


If it is to be pressed. I 


going to pass this bill. 
I do not. care 


have a good deal more to say. 


‘to talk more just now. 


Mr. WILSON. I will consent. to have the 


' first section of the bill, reducing the Army, 


to empower the President of the United States 3 
You, have them pending | 


i 


stricken out if Senators desire it. My own 
judgment is that it will be better to keep itin; 
but if that is against the judgment of the Sen- 
ate I am willing that it shall be stricken out. 
There are several provisions in the bill that 
ought to pass, and if the first section is stricken 
out I do not know any other section. likely to 
create much division except probably the fifth 
section, in regard to the pay of officers. 

I wish to say, Mr. President, to the Senator 
from Alabama that 1 know something about 
the officers of this Army. Twenty-six thou- 


` sand men have passed through my committee 
: since Í have been chairman of it, 


and that has 
given me occasion to inquire into the men who 
have been in theservice. I know quite anum- 
ber of them personally, perhaps as many.as 
any other.man inthis body. 1 have receive 

letters from officers all around the country 
taking very different ground from what the 


Now, I wish to take no further time about 


| this bill, butif any Senator will move to strike 


out the firet section I will assent to it. : 

I will say, in regard to one remark made by 
the Senator from Alabama, that the sections of 
this bill which refer to the General and Lieu- 
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tenant General of the Army, instead of being || forward or it will be crowded into the-latter 
a reflection, are a high compliment. There || part of the session. Why not go through with 
was a leeling here to abolish the offices of Gen- ' this bill to-day, to accommodate the Senator 
eral and Lieutenant General. They were both , from Massachusetts, the chairman of the Mil- 
reserved for the two men who now fill them, itary Committee? __ 
and everybody supposed when they should re- The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
sign or there shouid be a vacancy the offices . Senator from Missouri withdraw his cell for 
would cease. Instead of being any reflection the regular order? J4 
on, it is a compliment to those men, and | hope Mr. DRAKE. No, sir. pee, a, 
no idea of that kind will be thrown out here, The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the 
and I have no suspicion that they have auch a appropriation bill is before the Senate. 
feeling. Now, if any Senator will move to MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE: 
strike ont the first section I will not object. : ane Sos 
Mr. WARNER. I will only say in reply. A message from. the House of Representa- | 
that | know the Army has never had any better tives, by Mr, McPrerson, its Clerk, announced | 
friend than the Senator from Massachusetts. , that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. |, 
We all recognize that. We know he does not ` 1964) to change the boundaries of the Stock- | 
mean anything of thekind. Ilongago, before ton land district, in the State of California; | 
the war ended, learned to recognize him asthe 12 which it requested the concurrence of the | 
friend of the Army. I know that be does not ` Senate. 
himself intend any reflection on the General or EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


the Lieutenant General, and I did not so charge. The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the | 
I only say it is so regarded, in spite of the Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, ` 


intentions of the Senator from Massachusetts. communicating, in compliance with a resolu- ' 
I move to strike one Prk first section of the : tion of the 15th plane, n tevement of the lands 
committee’s amendment. ; belonging to the United States lying in the ‘ 
Tne PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | State of Louisiana remaining cindiaposed of, i 
betore the Senate is on the amendment pro- - and of the amount of public lands in that State ` 
posed hy the Senator from Missouri, to insert . disposed of during the years 1865, 1866, 1867, ` 
1870" after the word ‘* October,” in the fifth | 1868, and 1869; also the number and location || 
line of the second section. | of the respective land offices in the State and | 
Mr, WARNER. I suggest that that amend- | the annual cost of maintaining them; which | 
ment be passed over for the present. i| was referred to the Committee on Public 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It may be |; Lands, and ordered to be printed. = 
passed over by cummon consent. The Chair | 
hears no objection, and it will be passed over. || 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senator from Alabama moves to strike > The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
oat the first section of the amendment of the resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
Committee on Military Affairs. _ ., 974) making appropriations for the logislative, 

The question being put, there were, on a | executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
division—ayes 22, noes 12; no quorum voting. | ernment for the year ending June 30, 1871. | 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, called for | The. reading of the bill was resumed at the i 
the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. |, point where it was left off last evening. 

Mr. DRAKE. I think, Mr. President, if The next amendment of the Committee on : 
there are provisions in this bill which the chàir- | Appropriations was to strike out all of the - 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs . third section after the enacting clause, in the | 
believes ought to become laws independent of | following words: i i 
the fin section, the bill should not now be | epte pire tiered Wek e ar 
forced upon us, but it should be laid aside to , rae Mod. and i : Ona SAT 
let the chairman embody in a separate bill es ee Poria, and in ree no anoyat ds 
those provisions which be thinks ought to be | all acts and joint resolutions or parts thereof, and 
retained ; and ia order to aceomplish that eira compensation or pay, be, and Khe mme are 
object I. call for the regular order. H hereby, repealed, to take effect at the- close of the 

Mr. WILSON. . I hope the Senator will not | present fiscal year. re 
do that.. There is no reason why we should | - And to insert in lieu thereof: _ iA 
not gg on with this bill—at any rate fer a short . That the  aepropriations taade by the following’ 

i i i rts Of acis and resoiulions, pe, an 
ue phen PA aay nk cn ert Ra / hereby, zepealed, to take effect from and after June j 
The PRESIDING OFFICER.  Adcording | Section five of the act of June 2%, 1848, being an | 


to the understanding of the Chair, the present | appropriation for the salaries of special examiners 
; 9 I . i| of drugs, medicines, chemicals, &c. And said sala- 
bill, upon the call of the Senator from Missouri, |! ries shall from and after June 30, 1870, be paid from 


gives way, aad thea propriation bill becomes || the appropriation for collecting the revenue from. 


the regul: i | customs; 
Me DRA oe g usiness. i Section four of the act of July 20, 1867, being an 
» DRAKE. . Yea, sir; i| appropriation for the pay.and expenses of tke com- 


e WILSON.. If any member calls for the i missionera, pader the treaty. hetween the United 
Te sati ; | States aad the republic of Venezuela; i 
gular order, must the appropriation bill come || “Section two of the act of June 27, 1864, being an 


up on that call? ee ` l | appropriation for the pay and « xpenses.of the com- 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the | mission under the treaty between the United States 


understanding of the: Chair. When this bill || ara ber Britannic Majesty for the settlement of the 
: > i gt i f th d icul- 
was taken up the present oceupant of the Chair || elima ortua mna PAEST and Puget Soung Agricul 
Kak beee and according to his under- :| Section three of me act of April 7; 1869, being an 
standing t aes i| appropriation for the pay, expenses, and advances 
bill, w. x laid regolar orren the ahi hall can on account of the commission under the treaty of 
t ke asıce iniormaliy, an this bill was | the United States and the republic of Mexico; - 
ia ae w by unanimous consent, subject to be || Section sh eee of the act or July 2, 1866, being |; 
id aside ; ‘| an appropriation forsalaries and contingent expenses 
order at any time by a call for the regular | of the Bureau of Statistics; cd . 
Mr. W RNR i| Sections one and seven of the act- of Mareh 3, 1849, 
half ERON .. A few minutes ago I asked | being an appropriation to pay for horses, mules, é&c., 
an ` ‘| lost or destroyed while in the military service; 
might i o ae oe bill perfecied, that we | Section one of the act of July 27, 1861, being:an 
get it passed. If we go on half an.bour ` appropriation for refunding to States, expenses in- 
wi oe vfs can put it in such a shape that it | curred in raising volunteers urinet $ late Pevelion. 
ay fina ERY $ nd hereafter it shall be the duty of the proper 
Me T Rae h PARE of conference. ii Department to submit estimates for the expanses 
tom Mi tiv. =. appeal to the Senator | and expenditures under these several heads, in the 
m Missouri to withdraw bis eall, and let us | usual manner; and the appropriations of the amounts 


see if we ca Th tht | received from transfer drafts to the account of con- 
nuot get through the bill this after- | tingent expenses of the independent Treasury, and. 


n T h 5 
taint the sense of the Senate was manifested |; of the amoyuts received from fines, penalties, and 
painly in regard to the first section. Let it || forfeitures to the agcount for expenses of United 
ttricken.out if that is the sense of the Sen- {| States courts, shall cease from and after June 30, 1870, 


i 
ate, and let us proceed to perfect the other || The amendment was agreed to. 
feclions. We have got to push our business The next amendment was to strike out all of 


i 
i 
: 


j 
' 
i 
| 
t 
i 
| 
1 
j 


the fourth section after the enacting:clause, in 
these words: : 


‘That whenever any moneys appropriated for the 
use of any, Department or bureau, orfor any pur- 
pose, shail remain unexpended for one year after 
tho expiration of the Bacal your in which the act ap- 
propriating the same shall have been passed, it shall 
be the:duty of the person having in charge the dis- 
bursemeut of said appropriation to inform the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury of the fact; and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall thereupon immediately 
cause said unexpended balance of appropriation to 
be covered into the Treasury to the credit of the sur- 
plus fund, unless it be in said act of appropriation 
otherwise provided ; and all such sums shall be cov- 


; ered into and restored to the Treasury, whether they 
: shall stand tothe credit of any bureau in the proper 


books of the Treasurer of the United States, or havo 
been placed to any other account, or are under the 


i control of any officer or agent of any Department, 


-And in lieu thereof to insert the following: 


That on the lst day of June in each year the Sec- 
retary of the Tréasury shail transmit to the head of 
each Department a statement of the balances of ap- 
propriations for theservice of his Department, which 
shall appear by the books of the Treasury Depart- 
ment to be unexpended at that time. i 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That on receipt 


: of such statement the head of the Department to 


whom it issentshall causeto be certified thereon how 
much of each unexpended balance will be required 


| to meet outstanding liabilities properly chargeable 


thereto, and how much thereof may be carried into 
the general Treasury; and said statement thus cer- 
tified shall be returned to the Secretary of the Troas- 
ury within firteen days after its receipt. 

ro. 5 And be tt further enacted, That upon tho 
return of said statement the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall issue a warrant thereon, directing all amounts 
which by said statement. ‘may be carried into tho 
general Treasury” to becharged to the proper appro- 
priations and credited to the general account of ap- 
propriations; and all amounts thus disposed of shall 
remain in the Treasury like other unuppropriated 
money, and shall not be transferred, withdrawn, 
applied, or used, except upon specific authority of 


lew. : 
SEC. 6., And be it further enacted, That all balances 
of appropriations which shall have remained on the 


| books of the Treasury, without being drawn against 
i in the settlement of accounts for two years from the 


date of the last appropriation made by law, shall be 
reported by the Secretary of the Treasury to the 
Auditor of the Treasury whose duty it is to settle 
accounts thereunder, and the Auditor shall examine 
the books of hig office and certify to the Secretary 
whether such bafances will be required in the settle- 
ment of any accounts pending in his office; and if it 
shall appear that such balances will not be required 
for this purpose then the Secretary may include such 
balances in his warrant, whether the head of ‘the 


i proper Department shall have certified thatit may 


e carried into the general Troasury or not. But no 
appropriation for the payment of the laterest or 
principal of the’ public debt, or to which Congress 
may have given a longer duration of law, shall be 
thus treated. : 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have an amendment to 
offer as ‘a substitute for the amendment of the 
committee, and I have submitted it to the 
Senator from Maine. It is to insert in lieu of 
the words the committee propose to insert— 

That all balances of appropriations contained in 
the annual appropriation bills and made specifically 
for the service of any fiscal year, and remaining un- 
expended at the expiration of such fiscal year, shall 
only be applied to the payment of expenses properly 
incurred during that year, or to the fulfillment of 
contracts properly made within that year, and such. 
balances not needed for the said purposes shall bo 
carried to the surplus fund: Provided, That this 
section shall not apply to appropriations known as 
permanent or indefinite appropriations. 


. Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It is difficalt for 
me to say precisely what the effect of that prop- 
osition. would be. I think it covers one of the 
objects of the amendment of the Committee on 
Appropriations, but [am not snre thatitdoesthe 
whole ; I think it does not. The object aimed 
at by the House of Representatives seems to 
have been to correct what has been understood 
to have been an error in the practice of the 
Departments in regard to the appropriations, 
and to correct what. has been considered an 
abuse of using funds appropriated for one 
object for objects for which they were not ap- 
propriated; and the House intended to cover 
all balances unexpended for any purpose at 
the end of the year into the Treasury. Sym- 
pathizing with that purpose, the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate in the first three 
sections of this amendment have undertaken to 
provide how those balances shall be ascertained, 
The committee understand that one of the 
difficulties in the way of getting these balances 
covered into the Treasury has been that it was 
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very. difiegit for the Secretary: of the Treasery 
to know what the balances were. Forinstance, 
Congress appropriates to ane of. the: Depart- 
ments, or to one of the bureaus, if you please, 
a certain sum. Let us take the Nayy Depart- 
ment for illustration, We- had the: subject: of 
that Department so recently before us that I 
think the Senate will understand it, and so I 
refer to it. 


the Navy Department, two or three million dol- 


lars for the current year, for the year which | 


will end on the 80th of June. Whatever is 


anexpended in that bureau the House desire | 
shall be covered into the Treasury, and not be | 


available for. that bureau or any other bureau 


in that Department for the next year. Thatis | 


what it aims ab  .- °° 


But the committee of the Senate did not | 


think that the section was specific enough to 
accomplish the object, and t erefore have un- 
dertaken to say what things shall be done. In 


the first, second, and third sections of this | 
amendment the committee have undertaken | 


to prescribe precisely what shall be done by || 2 
oy ar Sat | the Treasury, to the credit of the surplus fund, unless 
the different Departments in order to enable i it be in said act of appropriation otherwise pro- 


the Secretary of the Treasury to. know what | 


the balances are, so that they may be covered 
into,the Treasury; and to that end the com- 
mittee have devolved it as.a duty on the head 


of each of the Departments to certify to the | 


Secretary of the Treasury, on or before a given 


day near the close of the fiscal year, precisely | 
the balances which'remain unexpended in their | 


Departments. 

1 do not. see that there will -bẹ any practical 
difficulty about. that. 
committee; and.I do not see that the provision 


of the Senator from Ohio touehes that-eat all. | 
If there is any practical difficalty in the pro» |; 


visions. which are made by the cammittee 
touching that poiat it did not occur to the 
committee. The Senator's large experience 
on the Committee on Finance may enable him 
to detect any such difficulty, if there: be. one. 
The sixth section, as reported by the commit- 
tee, is substantially, I think, the provision of 
the Senator’s amendment, not in terme, but I 
am sure tbe object is the same.’ It may bethat 
the section drawn by the Senator from Ohio is 
more complete and will accomplish the object 
which I suppose both of us have in view better 
than the committee's. I will listen ‘to his ex- 
planation on that point, and if his proposition 
is more perfect.d: will eceept ity. byt L desire. 
to invite the attention of the Senator to the 
fact that I-do not understand his proposition: 
touches the first three sections. of the amend- 
ment of the committee at all... aM 

‘Mr. SHERMAN. This is a subject of far 
more importance. than probably Senators are. 
aware of; and the imperative necessity for some 
provision in regard to it grows out of a condi- 
tion of affaira that has. sprang up obly since 
the war.. -There were on the 30th of June last. 
balances of uriexpended appropriations made: 
during aid since the war of .$102,390,159 67. 
We annually appropriate by the appropriation 
bills enough: money to carry on the operations 
of the Government during the year; bat these 
balances of old appropriations: are.carried to 
new accounts. There are also placed: to the 
eredit..of those accounts the new appropris-. 
tions, and thus: the fund-to be drawa upon is 
nearly twice as largs as.the appreprisations. 
Hence there:were laatJuly:in the various De- 
partments tothe eredit of the various beads: 
ef appropriations, $102,390,159. Last year 
we.appropriated for the same headsof expend- 
itere, $111,733,000. -: Thab: was all that. was 
required really for the expenses of the Govern- 
ment in the opinion.of Congress; but the truth: 
is that by lapping over or continuing the old ap- 
propriationsand adding them ta the new, thare. 
was to be drawn from, a fand of $206,101,000.: 
I hold in-my hand:the official statement of bal- 
ances and appropriations an the 80th of June 
last, There was in the Department af War: 


more money to- the credit of that Department: 


Congress appropriates to the Bu- | 
rean of Steam Engineering, if you please, in | 


‘| with the other branches of expenditure. 
‘| satisfied contracts may still have to be drawn | 
for. The House proposition, therefore, is'too | 
; sweeping in its character. It would carty into 

us fund all unexpended balances due | 


None occurred to the | 
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than: was ‘appropriated last year: There were 
$41,549,477. of -unexpended appropriations 
there, and by the mode of keeping ‘the ac- 
counts they can expend money during the pres- 


ent fiscal year that was appropriated years ago | 
|, paying for war expenses and the like, that 


when the ciréumstances were very different. | 

. During the war there was practically no hmit 
to appropriations. We had to give whatever 
was asked, because in the midst of a gteat: war 
it was impossible to make accurate estimates. 
Ever since the war I have been desiring to 
carry over these unexpended balances to the 
general or surplus fund, and then commence 
with new sheets.. This object we all have in 


view. I believe the House of Representatives | 
undertook to do it by the proposition you will ; 


find on page 67 of this bill: 


| : Phat wherever any moneys appropriated for the 
use of any Department or bureau, or for any purpose, , 

' shall remain unexpended for one year after the ex- | 
: piration of the fiscal year in which the act appropri- ; 
ating the same shallhave been passed, it shall bethe | 
duty of the person havingin charge the disbursement | 
e Secretary of the | 


of said appropriation to inform t 
Treasury of the fact, and tho Secretary of the Treas- 


ury shall thereupon immediately cause said unex- į 


pended balance of appropriation to be covered into 


vided. 


The principal difficulty about this is that 


| although the mouey appropriated’may not be 


drawn from the Treasury during the fiscal 
year, yet there may be unpaid balances due for 


| the service of that year; as, for instance, the 
officers of the Army may not be paid untiltwo | 


or three months after their wages are due. So 


the su 
on the 1st of July, the close of the fiscal year, 
and: leave nothing to carry into execution ex- 
isting contracts or to pay existing liabilities. 
The amendment proposed, I have no doubt 
with the best intentions, by the Committee on 
Appropriations is also objectionable. I will 
read the first section of it: 


That on the 1st day of June in each year the Secre- | 
Froaeury shall transmit to the head of | 
each Department a statement of the balances of | 


tary of the 


appropriations for the service of his Department, 
which shall appear by the books of the Treasury 
Department to be unexpended at that time. 


And further: 


That on receipt of such statement the head.of the 
Department to whom it is sent shall cause to be cer- 
tified thereon how much of each ubexpended bal- 


ance will be required to meet outstanding liabilities || 


properly chargeable thereto, and how muchthereof 


may be earried into the general Treasury; and said’ 
statement thus certified shall be returned to the 


its receipt. 


This requires, one month before the year | 3 aE 
expires, the Secretary of the Treasury to call | term. when I said ‘‘head of a Department,” 
upon the heads of the different Departments | : dids 
to state how much they will want for the rest || to determine whether these moneys are neces- 
It-is practically impossible for | 


the head of the Navy or the War Department | 


of that. year. 


to tell that. It is notin the nature of things 
for him to estimate it. 


statements of the different heads of Depart- | 
ments, or rather of the clerks who make out | 
these estimates, that all these unexpended ° 


balances are necessaryfor the next fiscal yéar, 
and they are all included and carried over ta 
the next fiscal year. 
the amendment proposed by the Committee 
on Appropriations will not change the matter 
atall. It will call forth before the year ex- 


pires statements which probably will either be | 
very inaecurate or very general in their char- ; 


acter, and which will be no limitation or 
restraint, the practical effect of which will not 
be to carry any of the unexpended balances to 
the.surplus fund. I have drawn with a great 


deal of care this proposition, which carries out | 


what we all desire, and yet will not, I think, 
émbarrass the Government at all. 


That all balances of appropřiationa contained in 
the annual appropriation bills— ; 


May 10, 


Ua- | 


The result is that he: 
will say “ I want it’all.” That has been the | 


tofore, and I h here th ial: 
Temi Arro ingen ava here tie afeat” judicial officers, because they are such, pass: 


| ing upon higher matters even than the Supreme 


So I think practically. 


Beeause there are what are called perma- 
nent and indefinite appropriations, such as the 
interest on the public debt. the expenses of 
the collection of the customs, and the carrying 
on of other operations of the Government— 


are permanent in their character as long as 
the accounts are properly presented. They 
are called indefinite appropriations technically. 

That all balances of appropriations contained in 


| the annual appropriation bills, and made specifically 


for the service of any fiscal year, and remaining 
unexpended at the expiration of such fiscal year, 
shallonly be applied to the payment of expenses 
properly incurred during that year or to the fulfill- 
ment of-contracts properly made within that year; 
and such balances not needed for the said purposes 
shall be carried to the surplus fand: Provided, That 


| this section shall not apply to appropriations known 
i; as permanent or indefinite appropriations. 


- The effect of this will be that if any money 
shall be paid out after the expiration of the 
fiscal year it can only be charged to an appro- 
priation made in the preceding year, when it 
is for the purpose of carrying out contracts 
made in the previous year, or paying expenses 
actually incurred in the previous year. | think 
with this limitation the whole mass of these 
appropriations will be transferred to the sur- 
plus fund, and we shall commence with new 
books. Then the appropriations made in this 


; and other appropriation bills will be placed to 


the credit of the proper fund at the beginning 
of the next fiscal year, and these unpaid and 


: old unexpended balances can only be applied 


to the payment of existing liabilities or to the 
execution of contracts made properly during 
the last year. ; 

Mr: WILLIAMS. T suggest to the Senator 
from Ohio that from his amendment it appears 
that there is no limitation of the time. Ac- 
cording tothe phraseology of the amendment, 
as I understand åt, it is left to the head of each 
Department todetermine-as to when these lia- 
bilities that have accrued against an appropri- 
ation may end or when contracts may be satis- 


i| fied. -He may so conclude, years after the 


appropriation is made, that the balance ought 
to be transferred. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; my friend is mis- 
taken aboutthat. The head of no Department 
has anything to do with the statement of ac- 
counts. The proper Auditor or Comptroller 


i determines for himself, and he is the only per- 


son to see whether or not the contract was 
made within the fiscal year or whether this 
expenditure was incurred within the ‘fiscal 
year. The objection I have to the proposition 
reported by the Committee on Appropriations 


Secretary of the Treasury within fifteen days after | is that it does refer the matter to the head of 


the proper bureau. o : 7 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I may have mistaken the 


but the head of any office whose business it is 


sary to meet the expenses incurred or to sat- 
isfy contracts. Does not the amendment allow 
bim an indefinite time and an indefinite con- 
trol of the fund for the purpose of deciding 
that question? 

Mr. SHERMAN. -On the contrary, these 


Court, have got to find judicially that the con- 
tract. was made within that fiscal year, or that 
the expenditure was incurred within that fis- 


i cal year, although paid out in the following 


year. But I have no objection to the sixth 
section of the amendment standing as it is. 
That cuts off all balances at the end of two 
years, which would leave one year in which to 
settle all accounts; and then, at the end of two 
years; all these balances would be transferred 
to the surplus fund. Leaving the sixth section 
to stand, perhaps that, with my amendment, 
would better:accomplish the object we have in 


view. . -> 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Committee 


|| on Appropriations is in entire harmony wit 


the views of the Senator from Ohio, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance. The only 


——————re—vwv——ees=s_s _ aaa 


question is which mode is most efficient end 
best calculated to accomplish the object. Tam 
not very confident about that, but I desire still 
to call the attention of the Senate to the 
amendment of the committee specilically, so 
that it will be seen precisely what the point 
aimed at is, and then the Senate will judge 
tor itself which is most likely to accomplish 
the object. Bear in mind the object to be ac- 
complished is ta carry into the Treasury at the 
ead of the fiscal year all the funds appropriated 
for any object not necessary to discharge the 
actual expenditures of the Government for that 
year. Having that in view, the committee did 
what? First they say that on the Ist day of June 
in each year the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
transmit to the head of each Department a 


i 


| 
| 
l 


i 


: Comptroller, 


statement of the balance of appropriations for i 
the service of his Department which shall ap- . 


pear by the books of the Treasury to be unex- 
pended at that time. That is with a view of 


`: the satisfaction of the Senator, I submit whether 
‘| that is uot precisely on a line with the gmend- 


: a judicial fact to be determined after the thing, 


head ofa Department. __, 
|. Mr MORRILL, of Maine, 


_ Shall be carried to the surplus fand.” 


taking the first step by the Secretary of the ` 


Treasury to ascertain what the balances of | 


appropriations for that year really unexpended 


are. That is the first step, and it seems to me |: 


the proper step. The Secretary of the Treas- 


ury, whose books always should show and always a 
gre presumed to show the balances that have | 


not baen drawn by these heads of Departments 
or remain unexpended by the heads of Depart- 


ments, is, to call au the heads of Departments p 
who have drawn the funds to show how much ` 
of the funds they have drawa are really unex- ` 


pended and will not be needed for the current 


year. i 
What is the next step? The next step is 
that on receipt of such statement the head of 


` be done? 


the Department to which it is sent shall cause | 


to be certified thereon how much of the unex- ; 


pended balances will be required to meet. out- 
standing liabilities, &e., and he shall return 
that to the Secretary of the Treasury. Now, 
put the two things together; first, near the 
close of the fiscal year it is the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to put the inquiry 
tothe heads of the several Departments how 


much of the moneys credited to their Depart- 


ment will be needed in their Departments in 
that year. 


answer how much, My honorable friend says 
that they, will not answer. - 


Then on their official oaths, or in | 
the line of their official duties, they are to | 


Mr. SHERMAN. How can they? They | 


have not the books.or accounts. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. They can. answer, 
I think. Tako the Secretary of the Navy. His 
Department asked for a deficiency this winter. 
We sent to the Secretary to know how much 
of the appropriations made for that Depart- 
mentand tor the several bureaus of that Depart 
ment were really unexpended, and they sent to 
48 an accurate account of it; there was no diffi. 


culty atall, Each head of a bureau certified the | 


condition of his buseau'to the Secretary of the 
Navy, so that the Secretary of the Navy was 
enabled to certify to the Senate of the United 
States what were the: ‘@ppropriations unex- 
pended in the several bureaus, abont twenty 
millions. If they had.-made that same state- 
ment under a. law to the Secretary of the 
Treasury it would be seen, assuming that that 
was accurate, that the Secretary- then would 
have had the data upon which he could have 
Covered into the Treasury the balance unex- 
pended, Therefore, I submit to. my honorable 
friend that the object being to ascertain the 

lances, the committee's amendment applies 
to the true sources, In answer to the assertion 
that this cannot be dane, isubmitthat the very 
Proposition which the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance proposes leaves to the Seere- 
laries the exercise of the same discretion, if I 
o not misunderstand it. Let us see , 

Mr. SHERMAN. IE my friend will allow 
me to interrupt him, I will tell him just the 
‘terence. In bis case it depends on an esti- 
mate made by the head of the Department, who 
ias not the books and accounts. before him, 
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| out or transferred except as other. moneys 


| that of the- committee, : 


first three sections. 
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and caanot tell him how mugh is diaburaed and 
how much is to be disbursed; while the amend- 
ment I propose leaves it as @ matter of judicial 
inquiry by the proper Auditor and Comptroller 
ta state whether op not the money has been 
paid for the service of the fiscal year. One ig 


estimate mada by the 


and the other is a mere 


Mere is the point 
on which I base the question, ‘‘and buch bal- 
ances.” Whathalanees? ‘Such balances of 
appropriations, ugt needed for said purposes, 
Who is j] 
to-ascertain whether they are needed or not? 
Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The proper Auditor and | 
on examination of the accounts, 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the proper 
Auditor and Comptroller can ascertain that to 


ment of the Committee on Appropriations. 
That is exactly what we intend to do. We say 
to the Secretary of the Treasary, “ You make 
this investigation on the lat day of June to 
the heads of the several Departments as to 
what the balances are.’’ Now, upon that in- 
quiry we have the same means of information 
that there will be under the requirements of 
the Senator’s amendment, and they have an 
additional stimulus because here they are di- 
rected specifically by blanks which are to be 
prepared by the Seeretary of the Treasury, 
addressed to the head of each Department, and 
they are to answer specifically; and then, that 
heing furnished, the next question js what shall i 


Then comes in the fifth section, which isthe |: 
third proposition of the amendment, that upon 
the return of the statement the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall issue-a warrant. thereon; | 
directing all amounts which by said statement | 
may be covered into the general Treasury to 
be charged to the proper appropriations; and 
it further provides that it shall not be drawn 


appropriated. Lat 
I am not very confident in my own opinion, | 
beqause the Senator from Ohio has had very 
much more experience than I have; but still 
I am quite unable to see that the proposition | 
of the Senator is really an improvement on 


pain SHERMAN, I will atate: one further 
- Mr, MORRILL, of Meine.. Does tie Sen: |! 


ator understand that that proposition, ig at all 
inconsistent with the first threa propositions 
of the committee? Suppose, in.other words, 
the honorable Senator proposes that in addi- | 
tion—— i 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is inconsistent with th 
The last section of the 
commatee, I think, we ought to. adopt any 
way. ee oe 
Ne. MORRILL, of Maine. ..The first three 
sections would be simply a. method by which |; 
to ascertain the result contemplated by the i 
proposition of the Senatar from ,Qhio. |. . 
_Mr. SHERMAN. On the contrary, there the 
Senator mistakes the effect of the amendment. 
The amendment. I offer confines the unex- 
peuded balances to the payment.of two classes 
of expenditure; first, where the expenditure 
has accrued during. the fiscal year, but. the 
money has nat been paid out till after the year 
expires; second, to the satisfaction of con- || 


H 
t 


a 
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tracts made during the fiscal year but not fully ||. p 
fund,” if that is the proper term. Instead of do- 


satisfied until after the fiseal year, and that is 
a question to be passed upon by the account: | 
ing officers of the Treasury Department. 

ow, I wish to state one other fact to the 
Senate, without imputing any fault to any offi- 
cer, because I do not. want to criticise the 
conduet of officers. The present law requires 
the headsuf Departments to farnish statements 
of the balances of appropriations that they do 
not need. J have. here the statement of un- 


i abla to-agcamplish it. 
| the Senator. trom, Ohio, has got an amendment 


it sufficiently to say. 


other, 


expended balances reported by the heads of 
epartments, by which it appears that out of 
$102,000,000 of unexpended balances they 
only report, as being proper to be carried to 
the surplus fund, $7,367,000, It ia manifest 
that they either never examined the subject or 
would not examine it; it is not. in the line of 
their duty. But if you tell an accounting offi- 
cer to say to a disbursing officer that unless he 
pays a given fund on his expenditures of a 
given year he ghall not be credited, he will 
take care not to pay except during that year; 
and if he does it, if he misapplies public mouey, 
the proper accounting officer, the Auditor and 
then the Comptroller, will say, “ This was paid 
from.an improper fuad, and we will suspend 
your accounts,’’ 
- The truth is the proposition of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations leaves all these un- 
expended balances as a matter of estimate to 
the heads of Departments ; it will operate to 
some extent to call their attention to these 
balances, and will require them to make an 
estimate, while the amendment I have offered, 
which I have drawn with great care, will re- 
uire it as a matter of judicial investigation by 
the accounting officers. I assure the Senate 
that I have examined this matter carefully, 
and the effect of the amendment which | pro- 
pose will be to carry all the balances of the 
annual appropriations, at the end of the fiscal 


| year, over- to the surplus fund, unless in the 


Opinion of the accouating officers, as will be 


| shown by the vouchers furnished tham, the 


amounts are needed for two specific purposes 
for the service of the previous fiscal year. Then 


i ection six of the amendment proposed by the 


Committee on Appropriations will carry all 


. the balances to the surplus fund absolutely at 
| the end of the second year. I think with these 


two propositions we shall get rid of the unex- 
pended balances on the Treasury books. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. ‘hen the Sen- 
ator limits his amendment to striking out on 
page 58, down to the sixth section? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. I think the 
ae section is now the law as to the Army and 

avy. 0 

Mr.. TRUMBULL. This is an old subject. 
We have discasaed. it several times before. It 
is a very important. question. I have been 
examining the Glabe to see if I could not turn 
to the former debate. We have been trying 
for several years to put some provision upon 
these appropriation bills which would limit the 
Departments in the expenditure of money, and- 
it seems to me singular that we have not been 
Ido not know but that 


Th 


that will do it, ave not had time to study 


_Mr..SH ERMAN. -Twill state to the Senator 


' that we did last year accomplish a wonderful 
: reform in correçting an abuse which had grown 


upin the Departments; and that was prevent- 
ing the transfer of appropriations. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I recollect that has been 
ene subject of difficulty, and this has been an- 
We made very large. appropriations, 
amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars 
during the war. ‘Those appropriations were 
not used when the warclosed. Now they ought 
to be, I believe the technical. term is, covered 
into the Treasury, and those laws making the 
appropriations ought to. be repealed. 

? m SHERMAN. Carried to the surplus 
und. . , 
Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘Carried to the surplus 


ing that, when we inquire of these Departments 
how much money there is appropriated that is 
not needed, they answer- generally that there 
is very little. I know that some of the heads 
of bureaus, when called upon to report how 
much of appropriation may be needed in their 
bureau, say, ‘*‘ We cannot exactly tell; make 
it large enough; we will not use the money if 


it igs.not-needed; but it is best to be on the 


safe aide; and out of over $100,000,000, it 
seems they only reported $7,000,000 that could 
be tarned over to the surplus fund. 

Now, itis very important as every one will 
see, if the action of È 
anything, and if we are to have any control 
over the disbursements made by the Govern- 
ment, that the money should not be left thus 
at loose ends, hundreds of millions appropri- 
ated and unused which these bureaus and 
Departments may continue to use as they may 
find occasion for. I do not see myself why 


1 
t 
: 


ongress is to amount to - 


May 10, 


but I see the Senator from Maine and the Sen- 
ator from Ohio have not entirely agreed in 
referencetoit. I wish they would take the time 
to make it so specific that there shall hereafter 


be no trouble abont it. I shall vote for the | 
proposition of the Senator from Ohio, and shall | 


be very glad if it aceomplishes the object. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator 


from Illinois will pardon me, I will call his 


attention to pages 65 and 66 of the bill, in |' 
: which some of the difficulties to which he re- | 


` fers, have been anticipated by the Committee 


we might not repeal these appropriations abso- `. 


Intely. [ suggest that to the Senator from 
Ohio. Iam not sufficiently familiar with this 
matter and did not know it was coming up to- 
day, and 1 have not looked into the various 
statutes. It would take, I presume, a long 


time for me to become sufficiently advised | 
on the subject so as to draw a prpvision that , 


would accomplish the object. The Senator 
from Ohio has turned his attention to it and 
thinks he has such a provision. I hope he has. 
I shall certainly support it unless the matter 
can be made more specific. Now, I should 
like to inquire of him what would be the objec- 


: nent appropriations have been examine 
i instructions from the Senate, and a provision 


on Appropriations and provided for to some 
extent. That class of indefinite and p 
under 


erma- - 


for their repeal has been made, as he will see, » 


by reference to those two pages of the bill. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I see that those pages 


repeal specific laws, but the House put in a. 


sweeping provision of repeal. It seems to me 
it ig certain that under the general provision 
of the Llouse we should have repealed all these 


‘appropriations; but when you come to specify 


tion to repealing absolutely all those provis- ` 


ions of law which made appropriations dur- 
ing the war? ‘This grows out of the war. The 
war has been closed for four or five years. 
Suppose we were to repeal absolutely every 
statute, in general terms, appropriating money 
for any purpose whatever, that was passed 
prior to 1866? 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator wiil look 
at the book which I hold in my hand he will 
find a long list of appropriations which in their 
nature ought not to be repealed ; for instance, 
the appropriations for the interest on the pablic 
debt, and for paying for the expenses of the 
collection of the customs. 


the interest of the public debt we make annu- ' 


ally, do we not? 
Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir. There is in this 


book a return of what are called the perma- | 


nent and indefinite appropriations. 


They are ` 


in the nature of permanent appropriations. It 
would be utterly idle to put them in the annual | 


appropriation bills. There are certain objects 
that must be secured beyond peradventure of 
the failure of Congress to pass the appro- 
riation bills. 
ist he will see that they are all of that char- 
acter. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Could not they be ex- 
cepted? Is there no way in which we could 


make an absolute repeal of those old statutes? — 


Mr. SHERMAN. The very amendment I 
have drawn excepts them and carries to the 
surplus fund everything that is not necessary 
for the expenditures of the present fiscal year. 
If the Senator can make it more specific I 
should be glad to have him do so. If he will 


read it carefully he will find that these are 


excepted, and all other balances carried to the 
surplus fund. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Is this amendment euf- 


ficiently specific as to the time when they are | 


to be earried there? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think so. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
not needed for said purposes, shall be carried 
to the surplus fund; provided, that this section 
shall not apply to appropriations known as 
permanent or indefiniteappropriations.’’ Now, 
why not put on another proviso to repeal all 
the appropriations formerly made up to a cer- 
taindate? Would not that get rid of the whole 
of this difficulty at once? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ithink it might be danger- 
ous to do that. I think this carries them to the 
surplus fand. Jt is a general act, and they can- 


not be taken out of the surplus fund without an | 


appropriation by law. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I admit I have not suf- 


ficiently studied this matter to enable me to sug- | 
gest any improvement upon the amendment; | 


“And said balances, | 


them, whether you have specified them all or 
not, I cannot say. ` 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Nor is it per- 
haps quite easy to tell whether it is so; but 
upon the very best examination, under the in- 
struction of a resolution introduced by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, the committee studied that 
question thoroughly, examined all the appro- 
priations of a permanent and indefinite char- 


i acter with a view of ascertaining what could 


i the war have been repealed. 


If the Senator will look at this | 


safely be repealed and what could not. It will 


be seen by a reference to the bill that several . 


of that class of appropriations which are called 


mark beeause it is in reply to a suggestion of 


li the Senator whether it would not be proper to | 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The appropriation for ` 


repeal all the appropriations with reference to | 


the war. There may be some of an indefinite 


| orpermanent character touching the war which 


are not repea 
present time. 
The Senator will see on page 56 of the bill 


led, but none occurs to me at the 


March 8, 1849, being an appropriation to pay 
for horses, mules, &c., lost or destroyed while 


in the military service,’’ are repealed. That | 


is an old act; but during the war it became 
vastly more important than prior to the war. 
The committée were satisfied that that might 
be repealed, but they required, as will be seen 


by the last clause of that amendment, that | 


“ hereafter it shall be the duty of the proper | 
Department to submit estimates for the ex- | 


nses and expenditures under these several || 
heads.” ‘That is to say, instead of having what | 


! 


are called permanent end indefinite appropria- | 


tions, which may be drawn upon indefinitely 
as to amount and as to time, there does not 


seem to be asto this class of cases any real ` 
difficulty in the heads of Departments making ' 


the estimates annually for them so as to bring | 


the subjects distinctly before Congress. 

Mr. HAMLIN. We made very excellent 
progress with this bill last evening; and I 
think if we take a recess this afternoon from 
half past four until seven o’clock we can get 
this bill out of committee and agree to all the 
amendments which do not lead to a division, 


and thus be ready to-morrow morning to close | 
it up upon those only on which there will be | 


disagreement. I therefore move that the Sen- 
ate take a recess from half past four o'clock 
until seven o'clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to that motion? 


Mr. HOWARD. fF object, and I beg to say | 


one word. i 
Mr. HAMLIN. Iam on the floor still. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
from Maine still retains the floor. ` -> 


Mr. HAMLIN. I move to pass over this bill | 


for the purpose of giving me the opportunity 
of making the motion for a recess, 


The Senator . 


Mr. HOWARD. I wish to state a reason 
for not holding a session this evening. The 
Committee onthe Pacific Railroad hold a meet. 
ing this evening at half past seven o'clock, at 
which eleven Senators will be present, and 
must be present in order to transact. business 
properly, as the committee consists of that 
number, and it will be utterly impossible for 


| that committee to be in attendance here this 


evening if they do their duty os a committee, 
as I trust they will. We have a subject of a 


| great deal of importance before us that ought 


to be disposed of. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Why not have 


‘ that meeting to-morrow morning? 


Mr. HOWARD. The meeting of the com. 
mittee is already called. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to suggest further 


. that the session of last evening was devoted to 


those portions of the bill which did not pro: 


' duce a division, and any amendment on which 
a division was required was passed over. The 


session of this evening would be little more 
than a formal one; that is, to dispose of such 


"parts of the bill as would not lead toa division 


or discussion in the Senate, so as to bring the 


; bill into the Senate to-morrow morning and 
| then act upon those portions which Senators 


. want to divide upon. 


That was my object in 
submitting the motion, and we can just as well 
do itas not. I suppose the Senator's com- 
mittee will meet here, and if there is a divis- 
ion they can have an opportunity of voting. 


- I think we had better do it. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I submit to the Senator 
that there is nothing left in this bill that I 


_ know of about which there will not be a divis- 
indefinite and which relate to the expenses of ii 


I make that re- .: 


| 


ion. We passed over one or two matters about 
which it will be necessary to divide, and I sup- 
pose that the amendments that will be pre- 
sented by the different committees here will, of 
course, be contested. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We are on the last sec- 
tion of the bill now. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not know of any- 


| thing there is left, except such amendments as 
à l may be introduced by other committees, on 
that “sections one and seven of the act of : 


which it will not be necessary to have a divis- 
ion. ‘There are two or three amendments passed 
over, about which we must divide. 

Mr. HAMLIN, There are several amend- 


; ments, I know, to be proposed; probably I 


may propose one or two myself. I am not 
certain about it. I know the Senator from 
Rhode Island proposes to submit one, and I 
think there are other Senators who propose to 
submit amendments, which we could consider 
this evening, and get them through committee, 
and then they will all be ready to be acted 
upon in the Senate, and with a full Senate, to- 
morrow morning. My object is to forward 
business along, and it seems to me we can do 


‘| it in that way. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If my colleague 
will yield to me, if he proposes to make this 
motion, I hope he will enjoin it upon the Sen- 


- ate not to leave us without a quorum, as was 


the case last evening. I should be very glad 
if the Senate would agree to meet here this 
evening and proceed with this bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I should like to submit the 
question to the Senate, and let them determ- 


ine it, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 
Maine insists on his motion to pass over the 


, pending bill. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I do; but only for the 
purpose of enabling the Senate to determine 
whether they will have an evening session or 


not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine has stated the object of his motion. The 
question is on the motion. N 

The motion was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 23, noes 20. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I now move that the Sen- 
ate take a recess from half past four o'clock 
until seven o'clock, 


1870. — 


Mr. POMEROY and others. Say half past 
seven o'clock. ke Bs : 

Mr. HAMLIN. Well, I will say half past 
seven o'clock. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. > I-ask whether 
it will not be agreeable to the Senate to take 
the recess at five o’clock, so as to give us an- 
other half hour this afternoon ? 

Several Senators. No 

The VICE PRESIDEN 


on the motion: of the Senator from Maine, that ` 


the Senate take a recess to-day from half past 
four o'clock until half past seven o'clock. 


The motion was agreed to; there being, ou — 


a division—ayes 22, noes 20. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senate re- 
sumes the consideration of the legislative, exec- 
utive, and judicial appropriation bill, and the 
question recurs on the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. SHERMAN ] to the 
amendment of the Committee on Appropria- 


tions. - , 
Or. MORRILL, of Maine. I should liketo - 
have the amendment to the amendment speci- | 


fied exactly. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is to strike 
out what the committee propose to insert down 
to and including section five, and to insert the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Ohio. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The amendment, as amended, was adopted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSecretary will 
report the ext amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. ‘There are quite a namber 


of executive papers lying upon your table, sir, ; 


and I think they could all be disposed of in 
fifteen minutes. I therefore move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is only one more 
amendment of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. I hope that will be dispose 
It will take but a moment. - 

Mr. HAMLIN. I withdraw the notion. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
will report the next amendment. ‘The amend- 


; no. 
r r . : ; bill. 

T Tbe quekonas Mr. COLE. I was aware of that, and I was 
- about to call up a little bill to which there will 


|; there are other Senators who if present would 


| 


of first. :' 


ment reported as section six, the Chair under- | 


stands, is considered to be agreed to. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


of the Committee on Appropriations. 
The Secretary read the amendment, which 


The Secretary . 


will now report the next and last amendment | consideration of the bill is objected to, and it |; 


| Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Let the bill 
. be passed over. ! 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The further | 


| 
i 


was to strike out all of section seven after the : 


word “to,” in line seven, in the following 
words: 


Which is given the authority to expend the appro- 
priations herein made to expend any sum in excess 
of such appropriations duriug the current year,or to 
involve the Government in any contract fur the fu- 
ture payment of money in excess of the sums herein 
appropriated. . 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 


Expend in any one fiscal year ány suth in excess 
of appropriations made by Congress for that fiscal 
year, or to involve the Government in any contract 


forthe future payment of money in excess of such | 


appropriations. 
So that the section will read : 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall not 
be lawfal for any Department of the Government to 


expend in any one fiscal year any sum in excess of 7 


appropriations, &c. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STEWART. Are the amendments of |, 


the committee through with? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. They are now 
coucluded, except those which have been re- 
served, 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
or an executive session. 
pose of the executive messages on the table 
before the recess, 

‘he motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
peareeded to the consideration of executive 
usmess. At halfpast four o'clock the doors 
Were reopened, and the Senate took a recess 
until half past seven o’clock. 


I now renew the motion | 
I think we can dis- | 


i} reconsiver, 
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EVENING SESSION. 


The Senate reassembled at half past seven 


o’clock p. m. 
MINNESOTA AND WINNIPEG RAILROAD, 
Mr. RAMSEY. There is some little inter- 
val of time before the Senate will collect in 
sufficient numbers to enter on the considera- 
| tion of so important a bill as the appropriation 


‘be no. objection. a a 
Mr, RAMSEY. If the Senator will hear me 

: for a moment, I think he will agree that [ am 
right in what I am about to propose. 


to pass through the Senate the franking privi- 
lege bill that to assuage my grief a little I hope 
the Senate will now allow me to pass Senate 
bill No. 881. [Laughter.J . D 
? alte SUMNER. What is the title of that 

ill? 

Mr. RAMSEY. Itis entitled “A bill grant- 


I, : 
informed that it was entered on the 2d of May 


road from the western boundary of Minnesota, | 


at the junction of the Sioux Wood river with 
‘the Red river of the north, to the Winnipeg 

district of British America.” It isa road to 
, go to the Winnipeg country. It will be the 
| best political stroke in the world if you will 
‘| pass that bill now. nAn 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Howe 
i! in the chair.) The Senator from’ Minnesota 
i| asks the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
| proceed to the consideration of the bill indi 
| cated by him. Is there any objection? ‘The 
Chair hears none. The bill is before the Sen- 
ate, and will be read. 


i| not propose to object to this bill myself, I know 
| desire to offer some amendments to it.. 
: Mr, RAMSEY, 
| allow the bill to be read at least. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will allow 


The Secretary : it to be read. 


Mr. RAMSEY. Very well; let it be read. 
I hope the Clerk will proceed with the reading. 
The Secretary read the bill. 


; will be passed over. 
PORT OF DELIVERY AT VALLEJO.. 


‘(| Mr. COLE. Iwish to take up for action a 


little bill that will not take over three minutes, 
| I presume, which is pending upon a motion to 
It is Senate bill No. 884, to create 
‘a port of delivery at Vallejo, California. 
| passed the Senate on the 2d of May, and it 
| stands on the motion of the Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. Bucxineuam] for reconsid- 
eration. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER.. The Senator 
from California asks the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to proceed to the consideration 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
be read for information. . 
-The SECRETARY. 
' create a port of delivery at Vallejo, California. 
, Passed the Senate May 2, 1870. Motion made 
to reconsider vote on the passage of the bill.” 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 1 desire to 
: know who entered the motion to reconsider. 
Mr. COLE. The Senatorfrom Connecticut 
now in hisseut, [ Mr. Bucxincuay, | and he has 


‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the reconsideration. 
Mr. KELLOGG.: Will the Chair inform me 


when the motion to reconsider was entered, 
and by whom? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 


of the motion to reconsider the vote on the | 
i! passage of the bill to which he has referred. Is 
i: there objection? The Chair hears none. 

Let the bill | 


“GA bill (S. No. 834) to 


no objection, I believe, to the passage of the | 
ill i 


| 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. While I do- 
`, tary has not a copy of the bill. 


{ 


I failed -! 
so wretchedly on Thursday last in attempting į 


| 


: ing lands to aid in the construction of a rail- |' 


I hope the Senator will 


it | 


by the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Very well, sir; I baveno 
objection to it. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to reconsider the vote on the 
passage of the bill. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


DECATUR AND ABERDEEN RAILROAD. 


Mr. SPENCER, I ask unanimous consent 
to take up Senate bill No. 268, granting public 
lands in the States of Alabama and Mississippi 
to the Decatur and Aberdeen Railroad Com- 
pany to aid in the construction of arailroad to 
be built from Decatur, Alabama, to Aberdeen, 
Mississippi. Ido not think there will be any 
objection to it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I suggest to 
the Senator from Alabama that on a question 
where he knows the Senate is so equally divided 
it is hardly fair to take up a bill. I do not 
know that I shall object to the bill, but I think 
it is hardly fair to those who are absent, when 
i there are Senators who desire to offer amend- 

ments to all these land-grant bills. 

Mr. SPENCER. I think if the Senator 
will listen to the reading of this bill he will 
find it perfectly unobjectionable. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I object to 

i taking up any railroad bills with so small a 
| number present. 

| JOHN L. MILES. 

{ 


Mr. SPRAGUE. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of John L. Miles. It is a bill appropri- 
ating $150 for the payment of a horse, and 
was reported by the Committee on Claims. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre- 
Tt has not 
' been returned from the printer apparently. 


WILBERFORCE UNIVERSITY, 


Mr. WARNER. I ask unanimous consent 
` to take up the bill relating to the Wilberforce 
University, to be considered now. 

Mr. FERRY. I object to that. 

SEA ISLANDS, SOUTH CAROLINA, 

ı Mr. SAWYER. I ask unanimous consent 
: to take up Senate bill No. 252. ‘The purpose 

of the bill is to make provision for closing out 
: the direct tax commission in South Carolina, 


The PRESIDINGOFFICER.  Isthere any 


|, objection to the consideration of this bill? The 
|, Chair hears no objection, and the bill (S. No. 
ii 252) to provide for the sale of certain lots and 


| lands of the sea islands, Beaufort county, South 


'| Carolina, and for other purposes, is before the 


i Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was read. 

i! Mr. KELLOGG. Iam informed that the 
‘Senator from South Carolina who is not now 
: in his seat [Mr. Ropertson] desired whenever 
: this bill was taken up for consideration to offer 
' an amendment,and understanding him to desire 
: to offer an amendment to strike out section 
i ten I make that motion. I move to amend 

the bill by striking out that section. 

Mr. WILLEY. I wish to inquire if this bill 
comes from the Committee on the Judiciary? 

Mr. SAWYER. It comes from the Com: 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WILLEY. It involves some very nice 
questions, I think. I do not know anything 
about the bill. it is very complex in its pro- 
visions, and it seems to me it ought to be con- 


' sidered by that committee. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from West Virginia object to the con- 
sideration of the bill? i 

Mr. WILLEY. Iam merely inquiring about 
it. I desire to suggest to the Senate and to 
the Senator from South Carolina himself that 


| this is a bill of a character that ought to be 


closely scrutinized. E 
Mr. SAWYER. -I think there is nothing in 

the bill which is liable to any objection even 

by the Committee on the Judiciary. If the 
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Senator abjects to its consideration it mast go 
over: but | have been trying for three or four 
months to get it before the Senate. It isa bill į! 
of some importance to the inhabitants of South 
Carolina. and especially that portion of them ' 
who are living in this neighborhood. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. T think the main effect 
of the bill is to settle up this old commission 
business that has heen hanging along there for 
two or three years. There ought to be some 
settlement of it and an end put to it. Itisa 
matter of expense to the country. Things are 
in n state of great uncertainty there, and will 
remain so until we settle the matter. 

Mr. SAWYER. I will explain the points 
upon which the Senator trom West Virginia 
might perhaps feel anxions; but first | desire 
to say. in reference to the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Louisiana—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator trom Louisiana 
will be reported betore it is open to debate. 

The Neeretary read the amendment, which 
wan to strike ont the tenth section of the bill 
in the following words: 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That tho lands 
known as Pinckney stand be, and they are hereby, 
excepted trum tie toregeing provisions of this acc; 
and the tex commissioners aforesaid aro hereby au- 
thorized and retred, upon the p sengo of this nct, 
to convey said Pinckney Island to Charles Cot: s- 
worth Pinckney, Carolino Scabrook, and Mary B 
Pinckney: Proridat, That the said Charles Cote.:- 
werth Pinekney, Carotine Soabreok, anl Mary ÑK. 
Pinekney shall, for themselves and their cxecutors, 
their administrators, or assignees, release to tne 
United States all ciaims for reuts, proGts, or uses of 
said lands, and for any damages that muy, at the dae 
of said eon. eyanee, have accrued ia consequencs t 
the possession and accu paney of the said lands by the 
United States or their lessees. 

Mr. SAWYER. I was not aware that my 
colleague desired to offer any amendment to 
this bil, 1 have frequently had conversations 
with him in reference to it, and-he never has 
expressed to me a desire to offer any amend- 
meat. He has said something about this sec- 
tion, and I infer that his objection to the bill, 
if he has any. is to‘this section. I will etate 
that this provision was inserted in the bill in - 
consequence of a petition which was presented 
to the Congress of the United States as loug 
ago as the session of 1867-68. On that peti- 
tion Mr. Morgan, of New York, made a report. 
The petition fur the restoration of Pinckney 
Isiand was eupported very strongly by bigi 
United States olficia!s and various parties, and 
the then Senator from New York, Mr. Morgan, 
in making his report closed it in this way: 

“While we do not recommend that the prayer of 
the petitioners ”— 


That is, for the restoration of the island— 


“in this case be granted, nor indeed be considerol . 


wito a view to releasing property taken in the man- 
ner and under tho circumstances under which that 
und reconsideration was, nor until the policy of the 
Government upon so grave a question shall be set- 
tied, yet the cummittce beg teave to say that ibis 
care aff a proper one for favorable consideration 
should Cangress determine tarestore property in the 
insurgent States.” 

Now, I wish to say with regard to this par- 
ticular property that the Government of the 
United States have received very nearly, if not . 
quite, seven thousand dollars over and above 
the taxes that were due from it in the way of 
rent. This particular propetty has yielded to 
the Government something over seven thou- 
sand dollars. A year ago it was over six 
thousand dollars above the tax which was due 
for which the place was sold. I do not pro- 
pose to discuss it, because I do not wish to 
occupy the time of the Senate. If it is the | 
pleasure of the Senate that the section should 
be stricken out 1 do not propose to resist it 
any further. I only read this quotation from 
the report of the late Senator from New York 
to show how it was considered by him. I wiil 
state that the petition for ita restoration was . 
indorsed by the assistant commissioner of the - 
Freedmen’s Bureau for South Carolina, the 
present Governor of South Carolina, by Gen- 
eral Howard, the Commissioner of the Freed- | 
men’s Bureau, and by General Grant, at that |, 


‘the purchaser was a private party. 
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time General of the Army, and by the direct 
tax commissioners. 

Mr. BAYARD. T am constrained to object 
to the further consideration of this bill at this 
time. I consider that there are questions in 
volved in it which should be passed upon by |, 
the Judiciary Committee of this body. lt is li 
not only affecting the title to lands, but it is | 
undertaking to change the law by substituting :' 
the action of two commissioners instead of | 
three, and as | understand of two instead of | 
three in regard to pastaction. [think the prop: '' 
osition a very grave one, and it ought not ‘to | 
be taken up and disposed of in this summary |: 
way. I object to its consideration. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair |: 
understands the Senator from Delaware to ' 
object to the further consideration of the bill, 

Mr. BAYARD. Ido. 

Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator withdraw 
his objection for one moment ? 

Mr. BAYARD. I will do so for one mo- 
ment, certainly. 

Mr. SAWYER. T wish to state precisely 
the object of that provision. At some of these 
sales the land was bid off by commissioners 
for the Government of the United Siates. 
One of the commissioners had the impression 
that no certificate of sale such as was issued to 
third parties who purchased lands at these 
sales was necessary when the Government be- 
came the purchaser, and consequently that one 
of the commissioners declined to sign the cer- 
tifientes of sale as an entirely unnecessary act. 
The other two commissioners did sign those 
certificates of sale. ‘Those certificates of sale 
are often brought into court as evidence. 
They are objected to on the gronnd that two 
only out of three commissioners signed them. 
There is no instance in which a certificate of 
sale was not signed by three commissioners if 
I beg the 
Senator to reconsider his objection to the bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I am very willing to hear 
an explanation as to the substitution now of 
the jndgment of two officers instead of three, 


. This whole bill is to be passed through to con- 
' firm in some way these tax titles against people - 


who never have had an opportunity of defend- 
ing their rights in respect to the sale. [think i 
it is passing upon a very grave question, and 
one affecting the rights of people who I think | 
are especially entitled to protectinn jast now. | 
] think the bill should be debated at length if | 
it is to be passed at all, and as it is brought up | 
now rather irregularly, if I may so say, not 
making any reflection upon any gentleman, 
and is interpolated into debate just now, I think 
it bad better go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Delaware objects to the further con- 
sideration of the bill, and it will be passed 
over. 

Mr. COLE. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to consider Senate joint resolu- 
tion No. 115, which has been under consider- 
ation before the Senate, and to which f think 
there will be no objection, and which can be 
passed in a moment. 

Mr. WARNER. JI ask the Senator to allow 


. me to make a motion which will not interfere 


with him, that the bill just under consider- 


ation——— : 
. Mr. PATTERSON. I should like to know 
: what has become of the appropriation bill. I 


supposed we were to consider that this evening. 
Mr. COLE. There is nota quorum here yet. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I call for the 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Sen- 
ator from Maine calls for the regular order. 

Mr. WARNER. [wish tosubmit a motion 
to refer the bill called np by the Senator from 
South Carolina to the Committee on the Jndi- 


‘ regular order. 


ciary. Sa 
n aie. MORRILL, of Maine. That can be | 
| done io the morning. 


Mr. SAWYER. [I have no objection to that | 
reference. ey i 


| legally and properly these tax 
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Mr. COLE. I believe I have the floor. I 
was recognized, and gave way to the Senator 
from Alabama for a moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. But the Sen- 


| ator from Maine interposes, and culls for the 


order of the day. 
Mr. COLE. If be insists, of course I will 


yield ; but I hope the Senator will allow meto -; 


take up this joint resolution. It will take bat 
a moment. If it gives riseto any discussion 
of course I will give way. The joint resolu» 
tion has been read and considered, and I pre- 
sume will pass in a moment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair un- 
derstands the Senator from Delaware not to 
object to the reference of the bill of the Sen- 


7 


ai 


i 
vi 


ator from South Carolina tothe Committee on. 


the Judiciary. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not object to that, 
Indeed, I rose to make that motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I believe the bill refers 


. to private land claims, and Í think it ought to 


go to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 


Senator from South Carolina. [ should like 


i to knowif these tax commissioners are still in 


office. 

Mr. SAWYER. They are, certainly. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. In all the States? 

Mr. SAWYER. No; inthe State of South 
Carolina. which was specially excepted. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it is high time 
they were discharged. 

Mr. SAWYER. I have been soliciting the 
attention of the Senate for pretty much the 
whole session to try to get them out of office, 


_ but it seems to be impossible. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
ho'ding office yet. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Delaware consent to the refereuce 
of the bill to the Committee on Private Land 


Claims? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Allow me to suggest that 
that. is quite unnecessary. This bill was betore 
the Committee on Public Landa. The only quos- 
tion about it on which a doubt can be raised is 
as to whether we in Congress can validate 
sales, and ihat 


lhad no idea they were 


. But I would like to make one inquiry of the ` 


is a judicial or legal question. Otherwise there | 


: cannot be any possible objection to this bili. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to ask the Sen- 
ator from Oregon a question right there, If 


the proceedings by two commissioners «re 
good where three were required to act, tae . 


courts will so decide. If two could not perform 
the acts I should like to inquire of the Senator 
from Oregon whether Congress can make their 
acta valid ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
regular order. 


I insist on the , 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There seemsto be — 


objection to the reference of the bill to eitner 


committee. The Senator from Maine dema: ls | 


the regular order, which isthe appropriation Dill. 
Mr. SPRAGUE, Will the Senator from 
Maine yield to me one moment to pass a bill 


which the Clerk was unable to find when I | 


called it up before? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I have just called 


for the regular order against the Senator from — 


California, and took him off his feet. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. But I gave way to take 
up the bill of the Senator from South Carolina. 
There will be no discussion about this little 


; matter. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If I yield at all, 
I must yield to the Senator from California. 
Mr. SPRAGUE. I yielded to all the Sen- 
ators before me. f 
Mr. COLE. Ido not know what authority 
the Senator from Rhode Island has for saying 
the chairman of the committee cannot yield to 
me to pass this bill. or 
Mr. MORRILL; of Maine. I must insist 
on the call for the regular order. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Maine insists on the taking up of the 
appropriation bill. ot 


1870. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETO., APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


The Sevate, as in Committee of the Whole. 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. | 
No. 974) making appropriations for the legis- | 


Jative, executive, and judicial expenses of the | 


Government for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1871. i i 

Mr. MORRILL. of Maine. I believe there 
are some amendments passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There are six 
amendments reserved. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
to those amendments now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The firat amend- 
ment reserved is on page 14, in regard to the 
Denartment of State. A suggestion was made 
thas the language of this paragraph should be | 
somewhat changed, as the amendments rather 
confused it. 

Me. SUMNER. Will the Senator from 
Maine attend to the amendment on page 14? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the one 
to which the Chair was directing his attention. 
That was the first one reserved. Has the Sen- | 
ator the langnage ready which is to be offered? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Not yet. 


I call attention — 
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nominally by the Committee of the Whole, and 

that the. vote should be taken when the bill 

came into the Senate. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


But the Sen- i 


ator will remember that in addition to that | 
there was an amendment moved by the Sen- | 
ator from Rhode Island. I suppose that can ` 
. be acted on in committee. 


Nr. ANTHONY. The amendment: with 
regard to the Blue Book? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes. _ 

Mr. ANTHONY. My impression was the 
same as that which the Senator trom Oregon 
has received, that it was with the assent of the 
Senator from Maine that this question should 
be reserved until the bill came into the Senate. 
I have a very decided opinion upon the ex- 


laws in the newspapers, and I think the publi- 
cation of the Blue Book is entirely unneces- 


, sary; and in the first view I am sustained by 


‘the proposition is a change of some im 


The VICE PRESIDENT. [twill be passed — 


over. ‘The next reserved amendment was in ` 
page 15, in the paragraph with regard to pub- 
lishing the laws. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is one passage there 
that can be amended. 


In line three hundred |. 


and thirty-three the- ‘t $2,500" should be | 


i 38,500. It is, L think, a typographieal or 
clerical error. 
chairman of the committee on the subject, and 
I think he concurs with me. 
Mro MORRILL, of Maine. I am not sure ' 
what that amount ought to be according to the 
act passed. - i 


: amendment was passed over. 
I have already spoken to the `; 


the Secretary of State, who has charge of that 
Department, and in the second [am sustained 
by the Secretary of the Interior. While my 
opinion on that subject is very decided, yet, as 


ance, L am quite willing that it should be 
decided in a full Senate and passed over at 
present. l 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What was stated 


: by the Senator from Oregon was suggested at 


the time; but in the debate which followed it 
was not insisted upon, and therefore the 
If there -be no 
objection, the Chair will regard thisamendment 


‘as agreed to, subject to a sepafate vote in the 


| 
Mr. SUMNER. I can state to the Senator, |; 
for { reported that measure from the Commit |! 
tee on Foreign Relations, and it fixed the salary . 


of the examiner of claims at $3,500; and that 
has passed the Senate. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Well, sir, if ` 


that was the act, it was his intention to con- |! 


form to it. 
Mr. SUMNER. I therefore move that it be 


so amended ; and I was instructed by the com- | 


mittee to make that motion. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It may be re- 
garded as a typographical error. 

Mr. SUMNER.’ Assuming that it might not ` 
be an error, I was instructed to make the mo | 
tion. I wish the clause to be corrécted by : 
striking out ‘two’? and inserting * three.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not sup- 
pose it to be the subject of amendment ; bot 
by general consent I hope it may be corrected, | 
to conform to what I understand the Senator 
to a act is, by fixing the appropriation at 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will then read . 
“one examiner of claims at $3,500.” If there | 
be no objection, and the Chair hears none, the | 
phraseology is so altered. The next amend- 
ment reserved was on page 15, immediately | 
following the paragraph just under considera- | 
tion, The Secretary will report the pending : 
amendment on page 15. f 
_The Cuer Crer. The amendment is in 
lines ‘three hundred aud forty-one atid three 
hundred and forty-two, to strike out the words : 


And in newspapers in the States and Territories 
aad inthe city of Washington. 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 


a rovided, That all acta and parts of acts which pro- 
e for the annual publication of the laws of the 


ann States and treaties with foreign Powers be, 


So that-the clause will read : 


For publishi eI 
Provided, Taste cee inpamphlet form, $10,000: | 

Mr. WILLIAMS. -I understood that the 
atrangement in reference to that was that the 
oi should be taken when the bill was reported 
‘othe Senate ; that the amendment of the Com- 


$ same are hereby, repealed. i} 


mittee on 


Appropriations had been sustained |! 


Senate. Ste ee 

Several Sexarors.” ‘That is it. l 

Mr. POMEROY. Do I understand the 
amendment of the Committee on Appropria-. 


tions is so amended that it includes the non- : 


publication of the Blue Book? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘It does not, 
Mr. ANTHONY. St prohibits 
the laws in the newspapers, but tha 
amendment is not included. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
move that in the Senate. 


lue- Boo : 


Mr. TRUMBULL. [shalt object to striking’: 


out the Blue Book. I think it is 
most ‘useful books we publish. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 1 shalt have the vote of 
the Senator from IHinois to strike it out, fam 
gure, when he heats thestatemenit T will make. 
` Mr. POMEROY. Ihave heard thd ‘state- 


_one of the 


The Senator can | 


‘| Ment persons guilty of violatin 


"Ing two districts in one. 


ditteted to take the necessary steps to ‘carry this 
proviso into effect: And provided further, That the 
‘resident may at his discretion divide the Stratos and 
erritories respeotively into convenient collection 
districts, or alter the same, or unite two or more dis- 
tricts or two or more States or Territories into one 
district, and may excroise said power from time to 
time as in hisopinion the public interest may require. 

For detecting and bringing to trial and punish- 


ty | g the interaal rev- 
enue laws, or conniving at the same, in eases where 


such oz penses are not otherwise provided for by law, 

Mr. SPRAGUE. The chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations has introduced 
an amendment to this bill covering matters 
connected with the assessors and collectors of 
internal revenue. The amendmentas proposed 
by the committee directs the Secretary of the 


d - Treasury to investigate whether or not the 
travagance and wastefulness of publishing the 4 £ 


public interests will be best subserved by unit- 
The President of the 
United States is now authorized, if in his judg- 
menut the public interests will be conserved by 
it, to unite two or more districts in one. I 


: would observe to the honorable Senator that 


that is now the law. The collectors and as- 


iS. segsors are assigned to their respective districts 
rt- 


by the President of the United States, as I 
understand, without an act of Congress assign- 
ing any particular number to the respective 
collection and assessment districts. The ob- 
ject of the provision of the bill as reported 
by the committee was to put the responsibility 
of reporting the fact whether or not there could 
be any oue of the collection or assessment dis- 
tricts discontinued in any of the collection dis- 
tricts of the United States on the Secretary of 


. the Treasury, and require him to report the 


‘| 


make 6n the subject, and it has not convinced | 


tne, and I do not think it will éonvince thé , 


Senator from Iinois. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the next reservéd amendment, on 
pages 23 and 24, in regard to the expenses of 
collecting the internal revenue. . 
The Chief Clerk read the amendment, which 
was to strike out the following paragraph: 


For salaries and expenses of collectors, assessors, 
assistant assessors, supervisors, detectives, dnd store= 


keepers, together with the expense of carrying into |! 
effect the varivus provisions of the several acts prv- - 


viding internal revenne, excepting items otherwise, 


estimated for, and for detecting anc bringing totrial :; 
aud punishment persons guilty of violating the in- | 
| ternal revenue laws or conniving at the shide, in 
i eases where stich expenses aré not otherwise pro- 


vided for by law, $8,100,000. 
And in lieu thereof to insert: 


For salaries and expenses of collectors, assessors, 
assistant asséssors, supervisors, detectives, and storée- 
keepers, together with the expense of eatrying into 
effect the various provisions of the several acts pro~ 
viding 
provi / 
passage of this act the préptietors of all internal 


revenue bonded warchonses shall pay to the col- ` 


lector the current expenses. and salaries of store- 


koepers or other officers in charge of such ware- i 
houses; and all sumsso collected in the nature of ; 
reimbursements tothe United States for payments : 
on account of expenses and.salaries of storekeepers , 
warchouses, or that | 


or other officersin charge of suc e 
may bereafter be so collected, shall becarricd to the 


credit of the appropriation for salaries and expenses | 


of collectors, storekeepers, &c.; and the Commis- 


sioner of Internal Revenue and the accounting offi- : 
cers of the Treasury aro hereby authorized and. 


internal revenue, excepting items otherwise. ; 
ed for, $7,000,000: Provided, That after the | 


facts at a subsequent session of Congress. 
This does not amount to anything, does not 
effect anything. No purpose is acsomplished 
by the provision. 

Mr. MORRALL, of Maine. Does the Sen- 
ator understand that this amendment changes 


‘| in the particular referred to, or in any other 


publishing 


respect than in devolving the duty upon the 


: President instead of on the Commissioner, the 
; Prepon originally reported? . 
D 


. SPRAGUE. . Yes, sir. ice Yh A 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, . That.is not my 
understanding. . It will be seen that as the. bill 
was proposed it authorized the Commigsioner 
to alter the. districts... lt was thought, upon 
furiher consideration, that the exercise of the 
power ought to be devolved upon the President 
aud not upon the Commissioner, following the 


_. existing statutes, Iam notaware thatit changes 
ment the. Senator from Rhode Island. has to i 


the power in any other respect... aa 
Mr. SPRAGUE, | Does the Senator under- 
stand that the President has now the power? 
_ Myr. MORRILL, of Maine. Ido not suppose 
he has to this extent.. . dance 
Mr. COLE. I think this does differ from 
the amendment as reported by the committee 
in some other important particulars, — I. read, 
commencing. on the twenty-eighth line of the 
amendment— C, ; : 
That the President may at. his discretion divide, 
the States and Territories respectively into conven- 
ient collection districts, or alter the same, or udite 
two or more districts or two or more States or Terri- 
tories into one district, and. may exercise said power 
from time tc timvas in his opinion the public interest 
may require, ; : : l 
There is nothing there to, prevent the divis- 
ion of a State or Territory into any number of 
districts. Perhaps some State or Territory, 
one of the smaller States there, may be now 
but one collection district. There is nothing 
to prevent the division of that State into half 
adozeén or more districtsif it should be thought 
it would be for the best by the Department. 
There is a great deal more discretion I think 
in this amendment that is proposed by the 
Commissioner than wag embodied in the 
amendment originally prepared by the com- 
mittee, and repcrted with the bill as first 
printed. I think: it differs in some other re- 
spects. I have not examined it very varefally ; 
but Í see a great deal more discretion given 
than was embodied there and than was in- 
tended, as I understand, by the committee. 
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Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The only dif- 
ference there is is very obvious. In the bill 
as reported by the committee ‘‘ the Secretary 
of the Treasury may at his discretion discon- 
tinue any two or more collection and assess- 
ment districts,.and unite them into: one.” ; 
Now, by the proposed amendment, the power 
is devolved on the President; and what may 
he do? He tt may at his discretion divide the 
States and Territories respectively into con- 
venient collection districts.’’ That does not | 
increase his power. Or in lieu of that he may 
‘Calter the same or unite two or more districts 
or two or more States or Territories into one | 
district.” The only additional power that is 
here, I submit, is that he has the right, after 
having divided them, to alter the arrangement. 
As the law now stands the Secretary unques- 


tionubly may unite districts or he may divide, || D 


but this power is given directly to the Presi- 


dent, aud he may unite two or more States or | P 


Territories. As the law stands, the Secretary | 
of the Treasury may declare a State to be a 
collection district. This, therefore, devolves 
the same power on the President, but enlarges | 
it to this extent, that he may put States to- 
gether, and if that does not work well he may | 
alter his arrangement. That [ conceive to be | 
the extent of the power. If that is objection- 
able it had better be stricken out; but it did | 
not occur to me so. 

Mr. COLE. Does not the chairman of the 
committee understand that he may divide a 
district into two or three or four districts? It 
says that he ‘‘ may at his discretion divide a ' 
State or Territory.” 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. -He may put 


Mr. COLE. Yes, sit; alter them ih ‘one | 
way or the other; that is, by making moreor | 
making less. E 

Mr. MORRILDI, of Maine: If the Senator’s 
inquiry is whether it gives the President the 

ower to divide a single district, E say no. 

Mr. COLE. To divide a State. Perhaps a | 
State is composed now of one district. He 
may divide a State, which would be equivalent 
to dividing that one district: ` 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think the | 
Senate understand the proposition. l 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask the chairman of 
the committee whether this amendment he has 
suggested has been submitted to the Commis- 
sionet of Internal Revenue? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It was drawn 
there. Upon some suggestions having been 
made after this bill was reported by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. the Commissioner 
called upon me and I went to his office, and 
in connection with the Commissioner and the 
First Comptroller of the Treasury, under whose | 
supervision all this business comes, we together 
drew up this amendment; or rather, it was | 
drawn up in the office of the First Comptroller, 
Mr. Tayler, and under his direction, and it con- 
forms substantially to the amendment of the 
committee as first reported. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is | 
.on the amendment. —. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thenextreserved 
amendment is.on page 34, line eight hundred 
aud seventeen, which will be reported.. It 
relates to the Bureau of Education. 2. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Now, I suggest that these 
amendwents. be agreed to or disagreed to pro 
forma. li is immaterial, it seems to me, which 
way the vote is to-night, Let them go into the | 
Senate when we have a full Senate, and there 
let the, vote be taken which will finally settle 


them, - TANI f : 
Mr: TRUMBULL, We gain nothing by that. 
Me. SUMNER. Nothing at all. : 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Secretary | 
will report. the amendment to the amendment, 
The Cuter CLerk. The Committee on Ap- 
propriations report to amend the clause by | 
striking out the words © one clerk a! $1,809 5, 
one clerk at $1,600; one clerk at 51,400; i 


| one, in all $5,400.” It is proposed by the Sen- 


adopted. 
them together and may alter them. `’ | The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 


one measengér at $840; stationery, $600; 
library, $1,000; collecting statistics and writ- 
ing and compiling matter for annual and spe- 
cial reports, $3.000; contingencies, $1.260 ; 
in all, $14.500.” and to insert in lieu thereof 
tbe words ‘‘ and two clerks of class one, in all 
5,400; so astoread: “For Commissioner of 
Education, $3.000; and two clerks of class 


ator from Missouri [Mr. DRAKE] to amend the 
part which the committee propose to strike out, 
by adding the following proviso: 

Provided, That from and after the 30th day of June, 


1870, tbe clerical force ia the office of said Commis- 
sioner shall be as in this section authorized. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment to the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 


RAKE. ] 
Mr. SUMNER. The question is on the | 
proviso, is it not? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The first ques- 
tion is on the amendment to the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. SUMNER. I[sthere anything more than 
the proviso in that amendment? 
` Mr. WILLIAMS. No. 
Mr. SUMNER. I am in favor of the pro- 


viso, but I am not in favor of the other amend- 


ment, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first ques- | 
tion is upon adding this proviso to the part 
proposed to be stricken out, and the next ques- 
ticn will be on striking out the clause as 
amended. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


I hope the proviso will be 


is on adding the proviso. i 
The amendment. to the amendment was 
agreed to. ` : 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
now recurs on. the amendment as amended, 
which is to strike out all of the clause and to 
insert an appropriation for the Commissioner 
of Education and two clerks only. a 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope that will not be done. 
I do not know that it will be of any value to 
debate itfurther. Ample reasons were assigned 
yesterday. If the occasion required I should 
be perfectly willing to go on and mention other 
reasons. l hope that now when we are giving 
up the Bureau of Freedmen and when we have 
the responsibility for the education of the 
freedmen we shall not begin by this act of abdi- 
cation. ; 

Mr. WILLEY. Objection was made yester- | 
day to this department of education on the 
ground that it appeared it had notaccomplished 
any, very beneficial purpose. Sir, it is not 
strange, and will. not be strange if it shall not 
hereafter accomplish much. It seems tome it 
is as ungenerous as it is unjust first to create a 
department for a specified purpose, then to 
fail to give it the means to accomplish that 
purpose, and then to decry and denounce it 
because it has not accomplished the purpose.: 

Mr. FERRY. Will the Senator from West 
Virginia state for what purpose the department 
was created ? a ; ee ee 

Mr. WILLEY. Iwill state the purpose for 
which I understand it was created. ‘The main 
purpose, in my judgment, was this: it is to. 
answer the purpose in regard to the subject of 
education that our present census laws do in 
regard to: population and to the wealth and the 
various interests of the country embraced within 
the duties of. our census-takers. That is the 
primary purpose of this department, to collect 
statistics of education. . It is so nominated in 
the bond. If the Senator from Connecticut 
had turned his attention to the act creating the 
original department of education, which is the 
law of the present Bureau of Education, be 
would have seen that that was the primary 
object. Can there bea more important object? 


We take means to ascertain the agricultural | 


statistics of the country. We take the neces- | 
sary means to ascertain the commercial statis- | 
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ties of the country. We take the necessary 
means to ascertain the population of the coun- 
try, the age of the different classes of persons, 
and a thousand other things which we think 
are material to be known in order to forma 
just estimate of the condition of the country, 
and upon which to predicate our legislation, 
Now, sir, can there be anything more neces- 


| sary to ascertain correctly and perfectly than 
i the statistics of education—education lying at 
i the basis of all the fundamental principle of 


' our national prosperity, whether you refer to 


i tion. 


| department of education was created. 


the industrial interests of the country or tothe 
political existence of the country itself? Why, 
sir, other nations have gone so far as to devise 
a compulsory system of education ; and shall 
we in this country, where we profess that all 
just laws are derived from the consent of the 
governed, thereby implying au intelligent con- 
sent, where we profess that the education and 
intelligence of the people lie at the foundation 
of our liberties themselves, fail to take the 
necessary measures to ascertain what is the 
condition of the country in these important 
respects? We send out our census-takers for 
the purpose of ascertaining how many cattle 
there are in the country, how many chickens 
are roosting in the hen-houses of the farmers 
of the country, and yet fail to ascertain what 
is the condition of the education and the intel- 
ligence of the country 80 as to advise our states- 
men what is necessary to be done in that direc: 
It seems to me there could be no more 
important object to be ascertained in regard to 


| the matter of statistics than the statistics of 


education. If we are to have a department in 
that respect at all let us give it the necessary 
aid to make it perfect and to obtain for us the 
information that is to be ascertained by the 
organization of such a department. 

Mr. FERRY. The error into which the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia has fallen, as it seems 
to me, consists in assuming that we have not 
already a well-defined ‘educational system for 
the people of the United States carried on where 
it is best carried on, by the local authorities in 
the several States; and, as I remarked yester- 
day, any legislation by Congress which would 
tend to draw the attention and the interest of 
the people from the local means of education 
employed in the States, and direct that atten- 
tion and interest to Federal legislation would, 
in my judgment, be entirely disastrous. 

I inquired of the Senator what were the. pur- 
poses to which he was alluding for which this 
He says 
if I had read the act I would have ascertained 
for myself. The act was read here yesterday, 


| and it contained substantially what the Senator 


t 


| pelled by law to make any report to him. 
| can simply write to this State superintendent 


| ing the department of 


hasstated. Thisdepartmentof education was 


' greated for the purpose of collecting educa- 


tional statistics; and yet.not one iota of power 
or capacity is given by any law to the depart- 
ment of education for the purpose of collect- 
ing those statistics. Itis not like the Census 
Bureau. You establish that bureau, and then 
you appoint officers all over the United States 
to go among the people, to question them, to 
collect the statistics, and you make.it incum- 
bent upon them, through their various superior 
officers, to make their reports to the head of the 
Census Bureau in Washington. i 
‘But what is the Commissioner of Education 
to do? No man in the United States is ate 
e 


and to that State superintendent and ask the 
one or the other as to the condition of educa- 
tion in their respective States,.and they may 
reply or not just as they choose. He may 
gather together the annual reports of the State 
superintendents: and extract: from them the 


| pictures of school- houses and pat them into 


his annual reports, as has been done. ` ~ 
Now, sir, I have not only réad the act crest- 
education, but L think 
I have done what almost no ather Senator has 
done—l have read the volume of many han- 
dred pages which waa printed by the depart~ 
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ment of education at the close of the firat year 
of its existence, and that volume of statictics, 
forthe purpose of gathering which it issaid this 
department was created, is simply made up of 
extracts from the various educational journals 
throughout the United States, extracts from the 
reports of State superintendents, and copies of 
engravings in those annual reports published by 
the States. I do not blame the Commissioner 
who at that time held this office for this condi- 
tion of things. He could not help himself. 
And as the law stands now you may appoint 
forty Commissioners, and they cannot help 
themselves. ; 

If you are to have a Bureau of Edncation 
that is to do anything in the way of collecting 
statistics which shall be of any value, which 
shall contain anything new and not known to 
the various State superintendencies through- 
out the United States already, you must then 
create a system of collecting those statistics 


i 


me to modify to an extent beyond any other 
Department of this Government a department 
of education. It may not be so considered 
to-day, but I am quite sure that before the end 
| of the term of the Senator having the longest 
‘term who now sits in his seat there will be 
forced upon the attention of this body consid- 


` erations that will compel a vote giving sanction 


` to a department of that character. 
Mr. YATES. I did not expect to say any- 
, thing further on this subject, but some thoughts 
; have struck me at the moment. They are not 
momentary, but so faras my past life has been 
‘ concerned, so long as I have been in public 
life, for thirty years it has been my solemn 
conviction, from conversation with intelligent 
; men, educated men, and even with good men 


‘ who were not educated, that the first, the 
: grandest, the highest, the noblest department 


| in the Government should be a department of 


through subordinate officers who shall return : 


their reports to the head of your Bureau of 
Education. In other words, you must begin 
the creation of a system of education carried 
on through Federal functionaries, instead of 
having those systems carried on through the 


functionaries of the several States as they are . 


now, 
of expense in this Bureau or department of 
Education is but paving the way toward draw- 
ing to the Federal Government legislation over 
this subject of education, and thereby tending 
to withdraw that subject from the superintend- 
ence of the States, and tending to diminish the 
interest of tbe local authorities of the State in 
the subject, that I deprecate it. 
myself the very existence of this Bureau of 
Education; but if you wish to have a bureau 
such as is existing under the law as it stands, 


merely for the purpose of collecting such sta- ;. 
tistics as the State superintendents or persons |! 
interested in education in the different States | 


may choose voluntarily to contribute, then a 


Commissioner and two clerks are all sufficient | 


I deprecate | 


It is because | believe that the addition ; 


. national education—not that we would deprive 
the States, as the Senator from Connecticut, 
who always speaks ably on every subject, says, 


‘tion to collect statistics, &c. 


bureau a grand national institution. I would 
give it a building equal to any that has been 
erected for any purpose, with its library, its 
halls, its officers, nt its clerks, suitable in 
every respect to the character of a great and 
mighty nation such as we are. That is the 
kind of an institution I would have. 
Gentlemen talk about this as a mere institu- 
Why, sir, that 
would be the least of the duties of this depart- 
ment when it is properly organized. We inust 
have information from every State for the legis- 
lation of. Congress, because connected with 
this department are all the interests of the 
Government. Commerce, agriculture, and all 
the interests that are referred to here are insig- 


nificant compared with this noble and worthy 


< fore. 
pure mood. Ido not know that the views 


of any power whatever upon this subject. We : 


leave them to do all that they can for educa- |; 


tion, and when they have done all that they 
can they have not done enough. 
national Government has done all that it can, 
then enough has not been done.: The theory 
of this Government, as | understand it, is rad- 
ical. All men are to vote. ‘The preservation 
of this Government, the union of these States, 
and the prosperity of this country depend upon 
education. That is the foundation-stone; all 
else are but the pillars of this superstructure. 

Now, Mr. President, if I understand the 
present proposition before the Senate it is to 


' strike out the clause as it came from the House, 


for the purpose. If you ask for more you have | 
gotto have further legislation, having the effect, | 


as | have already said, perhaps too often, of 


drawing from the States the superintendence | 


of the system of education. 
Mr. SPRAGUE. Mr. President, my im- 


to the Committee on Appropriations it would 
come back to the Senate with a recommenda- 
tion to the Senate concurring in the action of 
the House. I was absent during the consider- 
ation of this proposition in the committee, and 
was not aware that it received a negative vote 
in the committee until the bill was presented 
to the Senate. 

If I had my way I would make this a depart- 
nent of education, and I would give its head 
the position of a Cabinet officer, and I would 
appropriate for its benefit $1,000,000. 
is a wide difference in reference to the subject ; 
but I make these statements upon deep and 
cautions and deliberate consideration. There 
is, to be sure, certain educational machinery 
in the different States, apparently performing 
its proper functions, where the responsibility 
18 apparently upon the shoulders of those who 
are more intimately connected with the educa- 
tion of the people than it could be if it were 
located in the national Government. 

_ But, sir, I have some knowledge in connec- 
tion with the State of the Senator from Con- 
necticut, where [ know from experience that 
these functions have not the proper operation 
and motion to give effect to the system. I say 
it with shame and with sorrow; and I also say 
it with a feeling of anxiety touching the future, 
that we in New England need especial attention 
from some quarter directed to know whether 
the youth of the country are receiving that 
instruction that will prepare them to become 
citizens of this Republic, capable of giving 
their sanction to measures affecting the inter- 
esis and the life of the nation. There are a 


bookful of considerations that would influence i, of the United States would go to make this ; peoples of Lurope, 


There | 


and also the proviso of the Senator from Mis- ; 


souri. Am I right? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis. 
Mr. YATES. Then we are left with an 


appropriation of $5,400, which pays $3,000 to 


the Commissioner, and $1,200 apiece to two 
clerks, not enough to educate a single China- 
‘man or three negroes in the United States. 
racy hao That is the proposition now, as 
understand it, contended for by the chairman 

of the Committee on Appropriations. That is 


i: the appropriation to be made for this gréat 


i| subject of national education at this important 
pression is that if this proposition were sent ‘: 


crisis in our country, when we are getting 
down to the foundation theory of the Govern- 
ment, the Declaration of American Independ- 
ence, when we say, as I do from my heart, that 
this Government consists of all the people, 


| high and low, rich and poor, ignorant and 


panies with equal rights. All depends upon 
that. : . 
I do not say that we sliall survive the experi- 
ment of self-government. We may be landed. 
on the other side of Jordan in this great experi- 
ment, that all men shall have equal rights. 
But, sir, that is the theory of the Govern- 
ment; that is the position upon which I have 
placed myself; and we will trust in the provi- 
dence of God and in the wise legislation of Con- 
gress and of all of our State governments, 


enough to counterpoise the ignorance that may 
meet us on every hand. We will trust to that. 
That is our theory. We know as well as we 


to vote, and yet they have rights as dear as 
| yours or mine. 


his wants better than the able Senator from 
Massachusetts ee SUMNER] understands the 
wants of that blacksmith; and he is a better 


This is the theory of this Government. 

The Senator from Rhode Island said that ke 
would establish this bureau with $1,009,000 
| of appropriation. I said the other day tt I 


that there will be education and intelligence | 


know anything that there are men not qualified | 


The humblest blacksmith in ; 
the land has the same rights and understands | 


‘ would establish it with ‘an appropriation of | 
| $100,000; and I now say that I would go to | 


legislator upon the subject of his trade than | 
that most distinguished Senator could be. 


| any and the highest limit to which the Senate | 


the people. 


| bureau of education. 


object of education. 

Mr. President, lam not making theseremarks 
without having thought on the subject hereto- 
I am not making this speech in any im- 


present would be popular with a large por- 
tion of our tax-paying constituents; but I do 
know that a Government like ours, that aspires 


‘| to be the first Government inthe world, should 
When the — 


do everything to promote intelligence among 
It should be an example to other 
nations. It should do everything to promote 
the moral power and influence of the Govern- 
ment, at homeand abroad. The legislator who 
cannot come up to high-water mark on this 
question, in my opinion, thirty years from now, 


‘| as tbis nation grows in power and intelligence, 


will be sorry to find his name recorded for a 
commissioner and two clerks for a national 
I would rather sign my 
death warrant than to cast such a vote. 

Sir, must we have State rights come up 
against every question where this nation pro- 
poses to take a subjectin its hands? Must we 
say that this belongs to the States and that 
belongs to the States? It would be very fine 
for. Connecticut, for she has an admirable sys- 
tem of schools, her people are educated and 
intelligent. But how will it be in Georgia, iu 


` North Carolina, in South Carolina, when the 


Democrats come into power, asthey will unless 


‘the legislation of this Congress is materially 
changed? How will it be as to education 
‘there? You may. put itin your Constitution 
“if you please that they shall educate their peo- 


reform. 
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ple, but will they do it? How long will it be 


before Arkansas and Alabama will have the 
advantages of Connecticut? 

Sir, there is every interest at stake in this 
measure. This is a new period in the history 
of the world. By the kind providence of God 
we stand upon a new era; and it is the era of 
There is no preservation for this Gov- 
ernment or this Union unless we make educa- 
tion run pari passu with our increasing ignorant 
I wish I had time from notes that 
have made to present the various subjects 


which would properly claim the attention of 


such a bureau as this. Why, sir, if properly 


; constituted, it would be the pride of America ; 


it would be her glory. Her capital might stand, 


but the building in which the bureau of national 
education was placed would tower above it. 


Sir, if I thought that Senators came up to my 
view on this subject I would have this clause 
of the bill referred again to the Committee on 
Appropriations, of which the Senator from 
Maine is the able head. I would have them 
make an. appropriation for an edifice which 
should not be inferior, though. not perhaps as 


large, a3 any other of your public buildings; 


which should be beautiful in its construction, 
and arranged with reference to all the import- 
ant matters that should come before this 
bureau. I speak on thissubject from my mind 
and from my heart. This bureau would inspire 
in the States emulation, would communicate 
with them, and derive information from them 
which would be general and could be received 
by the other States. It could collect statistics 
from foreign nations, from the most advanced 
Sir, let not this Senate 
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pass by the untold advantagés of such a bu- 
reau and the bigh charactér and the Honor that 
it would give to the people. Let us not leave 
it for a future Senate to see the importance of 
such an institution. 
Let us not pass it by. Most of the mem- 
bers of this House are connected with meas- 
ures which have saved our country, and this 
bureau now comes at the very proper period 
of time. It is the sequetice, it is the moral 
and legal sequence of what has been done, 
Four million slaves have 
\ions upon millions of Chinamen, uneducated; 
and not speaking out language, are coming 
to our country; we have started out arew 
and fresh upon the broad field of equality and 
liberty. So far as the legislation of Congress 
is concerned, since 1776 we have not been a 
democratic or i republican Goverhmerdt. We 
have not carried out the provisidns of the Con- 
stitution to make every State a republitan 


governthent; and we shall haye more to do | 
Massachusetts—I Say : 


yet with other States. 
it in the face of her Sénators—ihiist abolish 
that provision in ber constitution which denies 
suffrake to Germans Who land upon American 
soil, who have becothe citizens there, but who 
cannot read and write. Massachusetts must 
abolish that part of her cpnstitation and laws, 
ot she must not Have Senators dnd Repre- 
sentatives on these floors: © New York, which 
requites á property qualification of $250 for 


been set free; mil: | 


each negro who votes must abolish that infa: | 


mous proscription in hér constitution, or she 


beauties of education. 


| desire to make a few observations in reply to | 


must Hot be represented on these floors. What | 


is good for the South is better for the North; 


and go far a8 there is hny anti-republican ele- | 
ment in out systeins of governmetit, or in out | 


free institutions, it must, it will be abolished, 
for such is the voice of the American people ; 
or we go down as a party. ae 
I say, then, as d sequence to the liberation 
of the slave, to tlie introdtetion of such exten: 
sive foreigh immigration, aiid ad at the ballot we 
decide all questions of government, we titist 
do everything in our power fot education. Tell 
me not, ** Léave it to thë States: If sb, leave 
ayricultute to the States; leave’ commerce to 
the States, ledve all- those questions to the 
States. No, sir; while it is not my désire oF 
desig to cotisolidite this Government, while 
I leave every State to do for education ör for 
auy other purpose what it can, I want % Gov- 
ernment, | want i natiöti; a mighty Hdtion, 
grand in her history 48 this has been ; but now 
I want liér eye tirnéd to that future of peace 
wherein God designs that this chosen people, 
if they até trite, shill promote the great arts 
of peace, the interests of agriculture, of com- 
merte, atid especially dnd futidamentally of 
eduéation, universil eduction. ‘The Constitu- 
tion of dur country is not shfe, otir Government 
is not safe while there is a single man who càn- 
not read the Constitution of his country, or 
í wte his protėšt against oppression ahd miš- 
rule. KE : 


These are riy sentiments. Abd while I shall | 
not make any miotion now;' bédatise I wish to |! 
speak ön this subjeet with troré miittire reflëc- | 


tion; while [ would like to Have thé aménd: 
ment referred to thé committee with the un- 
detstanding that wé are to bave a tational 


Bureau of Education which is to octupy å posi- ° 


tion corresponding with that of the othér De- 
partments of this Goveriimebt, prdminent in 
every respect; While I will not offer the mo- 
tion for its réferencé, yet I say that if we dre 


to vote but $5,400 we had ‘better abolish the | 


bureau. Why give a tian $8,000 as Com- 
missidner, and the balance tf the sitti to two 
clerks? Why not, abolish it? No, sir; this 
must be a Buteau of Education, or wë fust 
have riothing. | ty as 
When thé foreigner comes to this country to 
find ott low many educated people we have, 
how-thuch ignoraneé there is, what our sys- 
tèis of education are, what our mddes of 


tenchitiz are, what the qualifications of our | 


j 


i 


teachtis dre; he must travel through the State | 


| ter. 
‘the establishment of £ bureau of agriculture | 


i cultural societies; and nevertheless; although i; i c 
: fifteen would be required to attend school from 


| ceive ndw all over the country : 


' not aksorb nor 


! theth, an educational bureau, intelligently con- 


| true. It may be argued that it Has been labor- 


of Connecticut atid the length and breadth of 
the land to obtain accurate information, wher 
here at the center, at the capital, in a national 
Department he sould be able to obtain all 
the information; and it should go oùt, not dnly 
to. every State in this Union, but to every 
country abroad, tliat the institations of Amer- 
ica were complete, every State had its system, 
and that it had its Head at the national capital, 
whete all information could be obtained. 
This is my theory on the subject, and, sir, 
cannot vote for this dmendment. I shouli 
hope that it would be referred, that the subject | 
might be longer and better corisidered. | 
Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, I beg par- | 
don of the Senate for detaining them a sirglé 
moment longer on this subject. It is not my 
intention to mike a speech on the general 
I think we are all 
fairly impregnated with that idea. I merely | 


my friend from Connecticut. 

Tt seems to methat lie entertains some appre- | 
hensions which are not entirelyju stifled in fact. || 
He argues that if we maintain a Buread of | 
Education here it will to a certain extent cen- |; 
tralize thé direction of thé educational interests |; 
of the count: y, and absorb the attention of the | 
people of the States with relation to that mat- 
I think he might jast is well argue that | 


would centralize and absorb the agricultural | 
interests of the cbuntry ; and he knows very | 
well that that is hot the case. Certainly in | 
most, of these States we have our owh systems 
of education iri successful opetation ; we Have 
our schools; wé have out superintendents, and 
g0.on. So we have in all the States our dgri- 


each State may be capable of taking care of its 
own agricultural interests, nobody will deny 
that this great céhter of informatidr, where 
knowledge is collédtéd; arid from whith it radi- 
ates, called the bureau of dgticulture, is of very 
great advabtage to the dbulitry, ahd is dt this 
moment vety highly apprectated by the pedple, 
I do not think that, we should estublis a 
“department of education here and intrust it 
with the ditéction of thd whole edltcationil | 
machinery of the totintiy; but I do indeed 
think that we might form here a centet for the 
collectiun of information, not only of statistics 
as hag bech suggested, for ati intelligent head 


| States. 


of such a buréau might inform himself of the 
different methods of education ddopted ih other 
countries, for our own rather méchanital meth- 
ods are capable of great improvement; of 
the different kinds of school-books existing 
in other countries; might put himself in. cor- 
respondence with the persons in the différent 
States taking an interest in thd subject of edu- 
cation; might transthit the information he Hiin- 
self has collected to them, ahd thus stimulate 
and feed that intetést which we already per- | 


fir. EDMUNDS... Different foreign States © 
ybu allude to, as well as domestic. 
Mr: SCHURZ: I meán that he might gather ` 
iñformation from foteign States and dissemi- 
hate it all över this country. Tti sb far I be- 
Heve that jast as the A niet taal Department, 


bh nbr centrilize the direction df the f 
agričultural interests of the country, has be- 
come df eiilinetit adväntáge to the farthers of ij 
thé United States, arid eminently pbpular with | 

ji 


ducted, might perforin the sanie office. a | 
When it is said that so far that office has not | 
been very successfully performed, that may be 


è: 


ing under very great disadvantages, that the | 
meats at its Commatid were very insufficient, 
that it was not aided by precedent and expe- 
rience, and all that; all of which may be cor- 


‘rect. But we have made the attempt; we have 
i tried the experiment. The experiment is worth 


making, and I do not think that it would be 
well to give it up now when we have started | 


: thosė people into this terrible war. 


gin fixed by thé Hotse of Representatives. 
. arn opposed to thie. 
Y ast ‘tee. {would ratliet v 
| which now exists; and which certainly does » 
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anew, aiid wheh there is a fair prospect of suc- 
tess: and ih drdét to secure that success we 
ouglit to grant to this Educational Bureau at 
least those means which are absolutely nieces- 
sary to render a successful performance of its 
task possible. ae ome 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, I have been 
jong of the opinion that the nation ghoul 
establish sotne system of education. In othet 
ries we have seen the advantages of such 


countr 
a system. Our eastern States and the new 


| States have established systems of education 


which they saw were for their interest and for 
free institutions. Such an interest lias not been 
manifested in the States which were formerly 


| the slave States. ‘hey did not see that it was 
' for their interest to educate the masses of the 


people to that extent that we did in the free 
We now have abolished slavery, and 
to me it seems that it is our next duty to edu- 
cate all the people. To make it an object for 
the States to educate their people, toshow them 
the benefits of that education, it is necessary 
for us to gather together statistics here that 
they may be distribated throughout the south- 
ern States, that they may reap the advantages 
of those statistics gathered from the eastern 
States and by that nieans establish on similar 
foundations tlieir system of education. Many 
of those States have not the advantages of the 
endowments of land that the new States have 
had, such as Iowa and others, who have large 
endowments of lands that have been disposed 
of at good prices, thereby building up institu- 
tions of learning in every portion of those 
States of the West. X 

I should like to see 4 system established in 
the natioh whereby every child would be edu- 
cated, by which every child below the age of 


the time it is old enough to learn its letters 
until it shall have arrived at thatage. I under- 
stand that there is å law now existing in the 
State of Connecticut: whéteby manufacturers, 
and perhdps others, are not at liberty to em- 
ploy any one below the age of fifteen who does 
not receive at least three montlis’ education in 
tlie year. Unless they are schooled at least 


| three ntoliths in the yeat they are not allowed 
| to -be e 
‘rents, 1 believé if such a System was uni- 
‘versal throughout or country, throughout 


mployed in manufactutitig establish- 


every State in the Unfon, and the education 


| of all the children of the land was required, 
_ upon that would rest the sdtety of ottr institti- 


tions. It has always seemed to më that the 
ignorance. pervading tlie slave’ States among 
the masses, hot only amdng the. tegtoes, but 
maiiy of the whites, had the result of leading 
them blindly into a rebellion, for which they 
were not responsible, There were a few lead- 
ing minds, those who were educated, that led 
I think 
that a system of education should Be estab- 


© lished that will be an honor to our country. ` 


It seers to the this attodnt of money is totally 


' jnadequate for the means to be attained. 


I should oppose striking out iN 
amendment of the commit- 
ote $50,000 than to strike 
out the sum. proposed in the bill, and give only 
$5,000. I think $50,000 is not too much to 
give in order to collect statistics and place this 
burean upon a firm foundation, and one that 
shall be of great interest and great benefit to 
the whole country. It certainly would be of 
very great benefit to those States that have not 
had the advantages of a system of education. 
I trust, therefore, that this amendment will not 
be adopted ; and if an amendmentis proposed 
increasing the amount 4ppropriated to $50,000 
I shall vote for it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment of the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, as amended. 

The question being put, it was declared that 
the ayes appeared to prevail; and a division 
was ¢alled tor: 


certainly 
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Mt. MORRILL, of Maing. I hope we shalt 
not divide the Serate to-night, 

Mi. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
be taken to-morrow. ` i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Allowitto stind 
as it is, and then get it into the Senate to- 
morrow, 


Mr. HOWE. Let it Stand open without a 


vote, 7 i A ion 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It iiay be passed 
over, or mày be regirded as agreed to, and a 
separate voté taken in the Sehate. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
amendment might ag well Be regarded as 
agreed to. eas oe ee 

Mr. SCHURZ. Why not divide and setile 
it now? 


“Let the vote 


the Senate rather than agree to the proposition 
of the Senator from Muine. I do not wish for 


a moment that the Senate should agree to such | 


& proposition. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator per- | 


haps would rather keep us here all night than 
have the question go into the Senate, where it 
can be taken to-morrow without consuming 


time. =, : ; as 

Mr. SUMNER. I said it might be passed 
over, but I did not wish to have the proposi- 
tion of the committee agreed to. | 


Mr. SHERMAN. There is a quorum here. f 


I do not see why we should not divide. 


eÀ i ine. t B 
ait MORRILL, of Maine ae eos thpsaues i the streets, which has been inclosed, by what | 


tion may be taken. - 


. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair ihinks | 
there is a quorum in the Senate Chamber and | 


rooms aGjgining. .. ,: 


Mr. WILLEY. I understood this vote was | 


taken upon the amendment of the Senator from 
Missouri. . Bie oe hea he y 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
agreed to previously. The question now is on 
the amendment ds amended. The vote was 
very close, but the Chair thought the ayes 
appeared. to have it. The. suggestion: of the 
Senator from Maine is that this amendment 


be passed over for the present. ([‘* Agreed.’’] | 


There is one more amendment. reserved, on 
page 50, relating to the chief clerk.of the Nav 
Department.. -This is the. last reserved athead- 
ment. The Secretary will report it. 

. The Crier CLerx. The amendment is in 
line twelve hundred and. nineteen, to.strike out 
‘*$2.200'dnd insert ‘$2,500 ;”" soas toread, 
‘* For compensatidn of the. chief clerk of the 
Navy Department; at $2,500." Andalso toadd 


after the word ‘‘dollars’’. the words ‘when | 


there is no Assistant Secretary.” 
pee SHERMAN.. i call for a division on 
that. 

Mr. MORRILE; of Vermont. 
to go over until to-morrow. A 

Mr. SHERMAN. I haveno objection ; but 
. there ig a qdorum hére. |... pS 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thisamendment 
will be passed over till to-morrow., 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I now move 
onamend ment; of which I gave notice, from the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
for the. purpose of patting up a building for the 
State Department: . It is tø insert as a new 
‘section : . TE 

Skc... And be it further. enacted, That the sùm 
of $500,000 le, and "Sa ig, appropriated out. of 


Allow that 


any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, for the tonstriction, under tte direction of 
the Seerotiry of State; on the southerly portion of 
the premises now oecupied by the War and Navy 
Departme 3, of a building which wil for the sout 
Wing of a building that, when comple ed, will be 
similar in' the ground plan and dimensions to the 
Treasury building, and provide accommodations f r 
the State, War, and Navy Departments; tho bui d- 
ing to be of such kind oF stone as may be hereafter 
detorthiried, three stories in height; with basement 
and attic; the height of the pavilions to be increased 
if necessary ; the building to, be of fire-proof con- 
struction, and in the renaissance style of architec- 
ture; the plans to be apnroved by the Secretary of 

te, the Secretary of War, and Secretary of the 
Navy before any money is expended under the pro- 
visicne of this act. 


lt will be remembered, Mr. President, that 


I think the | 


Noy: that was Ta this proposition the ebection of E Lannie 
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at the last session of Congress a resolution 
passed both Houses unanimously, instructing 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary 0 
State, and perhaps one other Secretary, thé 
Secretary of War probably, to examine and 
report at the succeeding session, which isthe 
present, a suitable site for a State Department 
building, and also to prepare plaris for such 
a building, to be considered by the present 
Congress. In dbediencé to that regolition, 
approved by the President, they made ateport. 
A majority of the persons assigned to. make 
this examination reported in favor of taking 
the center of La Fayette sarate as the site for 
the State Department, and if that should be 


| rejected they were then unadititously in fivor 
Gus ` © of Scott square. ; 
Mr. SUMNER. I shall insist on dividitig | ptes i 
? i i Congress the Committees df the two Houses 
: on Public Buildings and Grounds exämited 


On the assembling of the present séssion of 


with great care ard particularity the respective 
places indicated by the report to which [ have 
alluded, and also various other places, inclad- 
ing Judiciary square ;,and after mature cou: 
sideration have decided most emphatiéally. td 
reject the spoliation of La Fayette square by 
putting a building in its center; and then they 
almost with equal unanimity decided against 
Scott square, which is a very siiall square; 


| made up, since the city has been laid out, out 
of the junctions of Verinont avetiue, I street, ||- 


and Fitteenth street, where there is niotliiñig 
but a large space formed by the junctions of 


authority I do not know, and is styled Scott 
square.. ' 


that the most suitable site for this building ig 
War Departments ; and they merely propose 


on the south part of this squate, which wil 
hot interfere at all with the present buildings 
there, either the War.or the Navy Departinént 
building; and it will be ample fot the accom- 
modation of the State Department for at least 
fifty years to cdme, and perhaps fur dll time; 
and whenever Congress shill be disposed, to 


extend the batlding for the farther accomttib- | 


dation of the Navy and War Departiients ; sò 
that the building, when completed, shall pE à 
coniplement to the Tredsurý Départent’ on 


the further side of the White House, it will hè- 


entirely competent on the part of Congress to 
do. so ; and the site will be a very fine one, and 


will accommodate not oily all three of these | 


Departments. whén the building shall be čom- 
pleted, but most likely the office òf the Attor- 
ney General also. ' i 


It is evident, Mt. President, that thd office | 


of the Setretaty of State ought to be one in 
close contigdity with the White House.’ The 


condiiltation, with 


eral and particule regnire him to be often in | 
the 


resident. THe present 
ingly intonvenieht.to the Secretary; to ‘the 
entire Congress, and to the Presidént. Ittales 
over half dn hour How to communicate from 
the White House to the ‘State Departmerit. 


The building is & hired onë, totally unfit for 


such a Department ; and the docdments, which 
robably would be considered. the most valua- 
Ble ab to its arthives of diy Department we 
have, are exposed to fire at dny time, Tor the 
building is not fire-prodf. We Have a rean 
there adapted to the State Department whic 
if destroyed it wotild be impdssible to replace. 
I have plans not only of the grdund but also 
of the building proposed to bé erected, which 
will be ina slightly différent style from the 


Tredstity Departinent, but will most likely bé | 


constructeil of stone, and therefore will be a 
proper complement to the Treasury Depart- 
ment building on the farther side of the White 


House. Ido not suppose that thére can be any | 


necessity for arguing this question. I take it 


that we shall be as nearly unanimous in rela- | 


| buil 


| ation. 
‘ ith j ; a. 4 ‘embodied in the ametidinent may be adopted 
functions of the Secretary of State, both gen: || 


| dollars ; 
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tion’ td ptitting up suitable accommodations 
for the State Department as upon any question 
that can arise. a 
` I will add one thing more and that will con- 
clude what I have to say, for the present at any 
rate. This south wing will cost something 
like & million dollars. It may slightly exceed 
it. It is impossible to tell precisely what it 
will cost; but somewhere about one million 
dollars will be tte expense; and it is as low 
and u little less probably than we could erect 
an indépendént building elsewhere for. It 
wilt form a very firie specithen of architecture, 
be an ornament to the city and creditable to 
the Government whether the building shall be 
extended ot not, but it will be so arranged that 
it can be extended if at any time hereafter it 
sHall be thought proper. f 
, Mr. COLE. 1 of coursé am vety much in 
favor of this amendment to the bill, and of the 
construétion of a building for the use of the 
State Department; but I observe in the seventh 
line of the amendment as proposed that this is 
P be the south wing of a building which shall 
e the coniplement of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. I was rather utider the impression, and 
I call the attention of the chairthan to it, that 
we were to commnience at the north end of the 
building, and that this was to .be the north 
wine. , 
Mr: MORRILL, of Vermont. No, if the 
Sendtot will remember, it was found on further 
exainindtion that that could not be done with- 
out tearing down the War Department, and it 


| can be commenced at thd south wing without 
, aby interference with the Navy Department: 
;  Winally, after looking the ground all over; 
| the committees have redched tHe conclusion 


Mr. COLE. Perhaps so; but according to 


| ä plan ‘I sdw—T do not know whose it was, but 
this | probubly some othët than the Senator has—— 
that occupied in part now by the Navy and | 


Mr. MORRILE, of Vermont. That was an 

olg plan, and wag for & very muth smaller 

ding. i a 

Mr. COLE: Accbräing tö that plan we should 
i 


krent necessity théré is for the constriction, as 
‘oor as it can be done; of‘ bilildirg for the use 
of the State Depattméht. That Department at 
pu occupies a tented stiuctute fat out on 
7 


eign relations of this country, äre in a building 


| that is liable at, any time to be destroyed by 


fire. That condition of things should wot be 
suffered to exist a longer time in this great, 
I hope, therefore, thé proposition 


by thé Senate. 
Mr. SCHURZ. ‘Ishouldtike to have a little 


i nt |; inforthation from thy friend from Vermont. 
location of the State Depattmetit is exceed- | 
|! ing to'be erécted will cost probably a trifle 
| over a million dollars. I should beglád tö know 


He says.that the south wing of the new build- 


how tiuth the whole building will cost, whith 
is to include the War arid the Navy Depart- 
ments, tlie Attomey General’s Department, 
&e. Will not that cost soine five or six mil- 
lion dollars? aah: CAN 
_ Mr. MORRILL,, of Vermont. I suppose 
when the building shall be completed it may 
cost four or five, or possibly six: million 
but I assure the Senator from Mis- 
souri that it will cost much less to build it 
here than it would at St. Louis. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SCHURZ. The observation I was going 


| to submit upon this'amendment to the abpro- 


priatiott. bill had no reference at all to the mat- 
ter which the Senator frori Vermont was touch- 
ing upon. Itonsider it rathet a smatt piece 
of strategy on his part to turn the flank of what 
I was going to say by such a previous remark: 
However I do not intend to let him escape in 
that way. 
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We are asked here to commence a building, 
one smali portion of which will cost in all min i 
ability, as the Senator states, something over 
a million dollars. Now, itisa very well known 
fact that the buildings required for this Govern- 
ment always cost about doabie the amount of 
the estimates made beforehand ; so that if the 
Senator says $1,000,000, before we get done 
with it that one wing will in all probability cost 


not only two but perhaps even three million 


do'lars; and before we get the whole building 
finished, which undoubtedly will be done before 


the necessities of the case call for it, we shall | 
have n structure there costing from seven to | 


ten million dollars. 

It has of late been fashionable in the Senate 
to raise the ery ‘* Down with the taxes!’ and 
1 think that it is a very proper cry. I believe 
it is very highly appreciated by the people of 


the United States; but that cry has almost ` 


uniformly been accompanied by another cry : 
“Up with the appropriations!” How these 


two things are to go together | cannot clearly — 


understand, 
A few days ago we listened to very eloquent 


speeches, one delivered by wy friend trom | 


West Virginia, (Mr. WILLEY,] and another by 
my friend from Indiana, (Mr. Pratr,}] mem- 
bers of the Committee on Claiws, on the losses 
suffered by southern loyalists during the war, 


and the complaints brought before Congress , 


by them, that their just demands are not 


gatisfied, demands, however much they may | 
appeal to our sympatbies, we have shown no: 


willingness and disposition yet to satisfy. Cer- 
tainly there are a great many claims standing 
against us of a similar kind, which the honor 
of the nation will oblige us to respect; and be- 
fore we have discharged the most urgent of our 
just obligations, it seemsto me it would be emi- 


nently proper for us notto raise the appropria- | 


tions so high as to curtail our ar oe pay 
without making heavier the burden of the taxes 
already weighing so grievously upon the people. 
I therefore appeal to the Senate, before they 
run into millions of appropriations, that they 


| 
i 
first coolly consider whether and how the taxes | 
'| the Pacific coast in point of time than it was - 
| 


are to be reduced while the appropriations are 
to be raised. 

The Senator from Vermont has favored us 
with another amendment to the appropriation 
bill, also amounting on the face of it to 


$500,000, to enlarge the Capitol grounds, go | 
that when we step out of these marble halis | 


our eyes may be gladdened by a fine piece of 
landscape gardening ; all of which may be very 
pleasant and beautiful, but I humbly submit 
that before we go iuto such luxuries we should 
first satisfy those who have just claims against 
this Government. We should first listen to that 
urgent cry for the reduction of the taxes rising 
all over the country; a cry which telis us that 
the interests of this country are suffering, and 
tbat we should not go into the lavish expense 


of millions before having wisely provided for | 


the manifold necessities pressing upon the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. HOWELL. Mr. President, I concur 
entirely with what the Senator from Missouri 
has just said; and I would allude still farther 
to the remark of the Senator from Vermont. 
Why will he not ‘‘ accept the situation?’’ It 
is plain, events have already settled it, that the 
capital of this nation wust go to the center of 
population, and that that center of population 
is to be, probably before he gets the building 
that he seeks an appropriation for completed, 
in the valley of the Mississippi. Let us, then, 
“accept the situation.” It is just before us, 
fally in the view of the nation, that this cap- 
ital, the capital of the nation, shall go to the 
Mississippi valley. We cau get along here very 
well with the buildings that we have. We need 
not go into this immense appropriation now 
when we are overwhelmed with national indebt- 
edness, and when, as has been said, creditors 
and those who have suffered during the war are 
crying to us daily for relief and for payment 
of their just claims upon the Government. 
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We have got along for many years; we ean 
get along for a ia N of years yet to come; 
and it will not need many years until the Sen- 
ate of the United States, as well as the people 
of the United States, will be satisfied that this 
is not the permanent seat of the Government 
‘| for this Union, and that itis not wise to invest 
‘| such an enormous amount of capital in erect- 
ing buildings at this point. ‘Therefore it is 
that in view of the condition of the country 


| now in regard to the indebtedness that rests | : ; 
' what are the memories to which I refer? 


‘upon us, in regard to the claims against us, in 
regard to the fact that we seek to reduce the 
taxes of the country, and that the people 
: demand a reduction of taxes, and demand 
"| economy and retrenchment—I say in view of 
all these facts it does come with a very bad 
grace, and will be so regurded by the people 
of the country, for the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds to lay the foundation 
for the expenditure of millions upon millions 
of dollars here for the erection of buildings 
that must prove eventually, and at no distant 
` date, useless for the purpose for which they 
. are designed, 

Me. STEWART. Mr. President, I was rather 
inclined to vote against this appropriation when 
it was first proposed by the Senator from Ver- 

' monton the ground ef economy, and because Í 
thought perhaps we could wait awhile before 
beginning the building; but if it is made an 
issue whether the capital shall remain bere or 
be put on wheels, L thiuk all the arguments of 
economy are in favor of an immediate appro- 

. priation. If appropriations are to be opposed 

_on that idea, and the refusal to make appro- 
priations is to be construed as an intimation 
that the national capital is to float around over 
the country and to be a bone of contention and 

_ Giseord for the next twenty years, I shall vote 

for appropriations all the time. 


| I believe that this is as eligible a point as ` 
| there is in the United States for the capital, | 
" considering the climate, the location, and all | 

the associations that surround it I do not . 


| believe this capital is to be moved. Our pres- 
| ent facilities for travel place the capital nearer 


from bere to San Francisco in seven days. 
took that length of time to go from here to 
Boston when the eapital was located here. 
Mr. SUMNER. The Pullman cars take.a 
company from Boston through in five days, I 
|; think. 


the capital here. 
healthy place. The only objection I have is 


of a little enterprise in improving it. 
the question is to be agitated whether we are 


of making all reasonable appropriations for the 
improvement of these qrounda so that they 
shall look proper. I am in favor of the public 
property being taxed the same as private prop- 
erty is here, and let that be a fund which shall 
be annually appropriated to improving the 
streets and grounds and inaugurating a system 


-let us have railroads built toit. Let us have 
one thing in the United States which is perma- 
nent. 

If you start this question of the removal of 


the Mississippi valley of two thousand inhab- 
itants putting in a claim, and you will prac- 
tically have the capitalon wheels. It will be 


tainty, and it will do more to disparage the 
eredit of the nation to start this capital on 
wheels, and to make the people feel dissatis 
fied with their Government, than any other 
thing you couldip. 


ton that ih@ people love and revere, memories 
that should notbe disturbed. Let us have some 
meworiesand some associations that we regard 


fifty years ago to Massachusetts. You can go j 
t | 


Mr. STEWART. So that distance is over- | 
come, and there is no inconvenience in having | 
It is a beautiful place, a: 


the want of a right of way to it, and the want : 
Now,if 


to have a removal of the capital, I am in favor 


more expensive; there will be more uncer- | 


There are memories surrounding Washing. | 


as sacred. Now, do not make that an issue, 
because you will make me extravagant on thig 
question of appropriations. lf my friend from 
lowa wants to defeat these appropriations let 
him not put his cpposition on the ground that 
he is opposed to the spending of money hers 
because he wants the capital removed. 

Mr. HOWELL. Iwas going to ask the Sen- 
ator from Nevada what those memories were 
that he bases so strong an argument on. 

Mr. STEWART. oes the Senator inquire 


Mr. HOWELL. I do. 

Mr. STEWART. Here is the point that 
was agreed upon by our fathers, after a strug- 
gle and a compromise made on the establish- 
ment of the Government. This is the point 
that the Father of his Country took an active 
part in locating. ‘This is the point near wnich 
his remains lie. Here is the point near which 
over forty thousand soldiers of the late war 
are buried. Flere is the place around which 
the patriotism of this nation rallied to save the 
capital they loved. Here is the place to which 
the eyes of the whole world were directed when 
it was threatened by the hands of traitors, 


' Massachusetts sent her hosts, Pennsylvania 


. by such memories. 


sent her patriots, and Iowa and Illinois were 
not behind, to guard these sacred grounds. 
This is the point for which more blood hag 
been shed, for which more prayers have been 
sent up, than any other point. There is no 
point in America like Washington, surrounded 
The memories of the 
compromise of the Revolution; the memories 
of the struggles of the great rebellion cling 
about this place. Tear it down; tear down 
these walls for which you have fought; put the 


` capital on wheels, and you will trifle with the 
' dignity and the honor of the nation. 


| poneo to move its buildings. 
of sewerage and beautifying the city. Then |; 
i| archives, the library, and the officers of the 


Í am astonished thatthe Senator from Iowa, 
the economist of the Senate, the man who 
would save the public lands, the man who 
would save everything, should now propose to 
tear all this up and put the capital. on some 
creek in Iowa, on the swamp lands that the 
State received as a special bonus on the Mis- 
sissippi. No; let us stay where we are. We 
akali nevar get so good a place; we shall never 
get a place that will satisfy the people as well. 
We shall never get a place in the United States 
upon which as many men will agree as upon 
this. Do not make that issue. If you do I 
will vote for appropriations, and I will vote for 
appropriations not only to build a Department 
of State, but to build an elegant presidential 
mansion, to pave the streets, to beautify the 
grounds. Let us have one place that we hold 
sacred, one place that we protect, one place 
that shall be permanent, one place that shall 
be the pride of America. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Pres- 
ident, I trust we shall not on an amendment 
of this kind raise a discussion about the re- 
moval of the capital. When that question 
comes up seriously gentlemen will find that 
there are plenty of arguments, and they will 
be met toe to toe. Now it is a question of 
necessity, even if the Government were dis- 
We ought to 
ave a fire-proof building to accommodate the 


State Department; and this argument in favor 
of economy—of course I do not like to char- 


f |! acterize it; but it is too thin and too trans- 
the capital you will have every little town in | 


parent to be disguised even by the ingenuity 


‘of my friend from Missouri or by the stubborn 


assertions of my friend from Iowa. 

Mr. HOWELL. If the Senator will permit 
me, I should like to ask him a question. He 
says this is a matter of absclute necessity, as I 
understand him. I cannot comprehend the 
necessity any more than I can comprehend the 
argumentas to the memories that cluster around 
this place. That argument does not reach any 

ractical result. Neither do I see anything 
in the necessity that the Senator from Ver- 


i mont alludes to. that a building to cost.some 


$10,000,009 shall be erected here or com- 
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menced. I believe it is not calculated to cost 
that much the first year. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
any Senator here who has no memory 
past, | say God help him. : € 
the past are ulone what saved this capital dur- 
ing the last siruggle. lt was not a strategic 
point in a military point of view. It was the 
precious memories that clustered about here, 
around the heads of all our ancient statesmen. 


If there is 
for the 


All the archives of the Government are lodged | 


I the historical reminiscences of the 
executive, and judicial, are 
located here. When we lose the prestige of 
that, I say to the Senator from lowa we are 
in more peril than we ever were from seces- 
sion. When we shall dislocate our memories 
from what centers hereat th is place, and remove 
our capital to a new and far-off location from 
what it now occupies, then I say we shall en- 
counter some danger, wnd uot ull then. 

But, sir, I do not suppose that this is con- 


here. Al 


past, legislative, 


tested asa serious question, Ido not so regard || 


itat the present time. I regard it as an effort 
pervading asmall, an infinitely small partof our 
country 1n comparison with the whole. I know 


of no place where it exists except in sporadic | 


spots in lowa aud in Missouri, and possibly 
in illinois, and there it has been stimulated 
mainly by one peripatetic propagandist. 

Mr. President, this is a plain and simple 
proposition, merely for the accommodation at 
the present time of the State Department. We 
only propose to appropriate $500,000 this year, 
and if gentlemen desire to contest the matter 
next year they will have abundant opportunity. 
Then we shall propose enough to complete the 
building, if we should live and be here. But 
at the present time 
to commence this building, the necessity for 
which is obvious.to every Senator. As I said 
when I rose, I protest against raising a great 
debate upon a small matter. 1 hope that we 
shall at least pass upon this question without 
consuming large amount of time. I am 
perfectly willing, so far as I am concerned, to 
take the question without a further consump- 
tion of time, although i am quite ready to allow 
any gentleman to reply to what I have said. 

Mr. HOWARD. 1 wish to ascertain whether 
this appropriation has been recommended by 
any committee of this body? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It has been, 
by the. Committee on Public Buildings sud 
Grounds, and notice. of it was given, and the 
amendment is printed. : : 

Mr. HOWARD. . I do-not think that atthe. 
present time there is a very pressing necessity 
for commencing a new State Department 
building. 1f I understand it rightly the State 
Departinent is tolerably well accommodated 
now in the Orphan Asylum building which it 
ocenpies. I wish to ingaire of the honorable 
Senator from Vermontif he is able to inform 
the Senate what the Government is paying in 
the shape of rent for the use of that building? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont.. We arenow 
paying $10,000 rent, and the lease will soon 
expire, and then we shall be at the mercy of 
the proprietors. 

_ Mr. HOWARD. Well, sir, I hardly think 
it worth while at present to commence the 
building of a new State Department.. I think 
the rate of rent which we are paying for the 
building in question isquite too high, so far as 
] am able to judge ofits value. If itisdesirable 
that a building at.a lower rent. should be pro- 
cured for the use of the State Department I 
think it may be in this city without mach incon: 
venience ; but at preseut itstrikcs me we had 
better not increase the expenses of the Gov- 
ernment beyond what is absolutely necessary. 

Ihe people are already complaining seriously 
under the weight of taxation, and we ought, 
if possible, speedily to lighten their burdens so 
far as is practicable. Let us not undertake to 
do too much during our own generation. We 
are to have posterity who will be just as able 
to carry on the affairs of this Government and 


The memories of | 


all that is asked is $500,000 |! 


|| HowE.t, ] and the Senator from Nevada, 


i! 


pay its debte as we ane, Let us not undertake 
to pay off the whole of the. national debt, for 
instance, during this generation. Posterity 
will do their share, acd do it as willingly as we 
have done ours. We have performed our task 
with admirable fidelity, at least to the great 
cause of liberty and popular Government ; and 
for one I am. willing to trust something to the 
fature. At all events, I do not now see the 
necessity of undertaking the enterprise which 
is contemplated by this amendment. - I think 
we can get on very well fara few years to come, 
until at least the burden of the internal revenue 
| ig somewhat lightened without going into this 
expense. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. 
desire to enter on the great themes that have 


| been opened to-night by the distinguished Sen- 


ators around me. 


theme. 

Mr. SUMNER. You are one of thers 
mur. 
Ke 
| Srewart,] each of whom has presented to the 


| Then there is the Senator from Iowa, 


tions of this question. I wish to say just one 
| word in reply to my friend. from Michigan 


He thinks there is. no. occasion for a building 


now. The necessity has been demonstrated by. 


my friend from Vermont in introducing this 
proposition; but having some acquaintance 

with this building ever since the Department 

has occupied it, and knowing also something 

of the necessities of the Department, I am 
! bound to-say that the building is grossly inad- 
| In the first place, it is merely a tin- 
There is. nothing. except the con- 
| stant watch and ward that is kept there that 
_ saves it from being burned .to the ground any 
' night. A spark entering it might touch it off. 
| It is filled with papers, the archives of this 
Republic. If we have any papers of value, 
any that are most worthy of preservation, they 
are there, and all, of them exposed to this 
relentless element. : Aae 

Then itis at a distance, more than a mile 
removed from all the active walks of the caps, 


ital. : ; 

Mr. HOWARD. Two miles, _ 

Mr. SUMNER. My friend says two miles. 
So much the worse. It is out of the way. It 
ought to be, as was observed, near the Pres- 
ident’s House. . 

Then it is a hired building. It does not 
belong to the Government, aud the. Senator 
who finds that we pay too high a rent for. it 
says we can easily find another building. To 
that I answer that it is within my knowledge 
that when the Department was carried there 
a most earnest effort was made to find another 
building, but without success. There is no 
other building now to be had in Washington 
which would be adequate to the purpose. 

I therefore come back to the necessity of 
the case. I avoid embarking on those great 
themes. I leave those to others, to the elo- 

uent. Senators, the orators of the Chamber. 
T content myself with pressing upon the Sen- 
ate the absolute necessity of the case. The 
Department of State in our political hierarchy 
ranks as the first of the Departments, It is 
named first in the legislation of the country, 
and the head of the Department, as you all 
know, is the first among the advisers of the 
President; and yet, that Department is with- 
out any home at the national capital. It was 
dislodged, as you know, and its building de- 
stroyed in order to make way for the Treasury 
Department; and since then it has been no 
better than a vagabond living in an. orphan 
asylum. [Laughter.] And now my friend from 
Michigan wishes to turn it out of that to get 
cheaper quarters. 
and my triend from Michigan wants it to find 
something still cheaper, {laughter;] or he 


equate. 


! der-box. 


| would turn it into the street. 


President, I have no 


Mr. SCHURZ. The Senator does not refer. 
| to me, l am sure, as I have opened no new. 


{Mr. Howarp] on the question of necessity.. 


It is in an orphan asylum, | 
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Senate what I would, call the larger propor- | 


tt 
ii financial matters. 
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Mr. NYE. He wants to put it in an alms- 


house. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator says he wants 
to put itin an almshouse. It would have to go 
to an almshouse to find anything cheaper. 
[Laughter.] Now, Mr. President, I think we 
had better come back to the proposition of the 
committee, and discarding all the lofty and 
most suggestive topics which have been intro- 
duced into the debate, simply vote on the prop- 
osition. 

Mr. HOWELL. I claim the floor for a mo- 
ment. 1 do not propose to be put down either 
by sarcasm or irony. When I take a position 
here [ propose to maintain it against all comers 
to the extent of my ability. I know that econ- 
omy either in money or in lands is not very 
popular in this body. If I had had the for- 
tune to be here as long as the Senators who 
ridicule economy and who ridicule the preser- 
vation of the public lands for the benefit of the 
people, probably I should not appreciate econ- 
omy in these respects any more than they do. 
They must theretore attribute it to the fault 
of my education, not having had the benigu 
influences of those Senators to mold and fash- 
ion me into their views as yet. 

In regard to the question of this appropri- 
ation,.the Senator from Vermont says that 
he wants $500,000 now anyhow, and then the 
question as to how much more shall be appro- 
priated can come up properly next year. ‘That 
is pot the way to go to work to build a house, 
either as pointed out by Scripture or as known 
to.the practical men of our day. It is proper 
first to make your plan, and count the cost, 
and then to go to work and erect a building. 
I want to know beforehand what kind of a 
building I am voting for here before I vote an 
appropriation. _ I am not willing to leave it to 
the future to designate the character of the 
building for which I shall vote an appropriation 
of $500,000 to-night or to-morrow. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will say to 
the Senator that the committee have taken all 
the pains which he indicates to ascertain that 
precise information. Wehavehada plan made ; 
we have had a careful estimate made; and I 
will say to the Senator that the last building 
put up here by the Government did not exceed 
the estimated expense. I refer tothe building 
for the Agricultural Department. I have great 
confidence in the gentleman who made the 
present estimate, that it will not exceed his 
estimate, for he is rather an extravagant man 
in making estimates. 

Mr. HOWELL. Then the Senator’s remark 
in regard to the appropriation now of $500,000, 
and deciding a year hence in regard to what 
further appropriations may be necessary, was 
not in accordance with the plan which has been 
agreed upon by the committee, as [understand 


him. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Certainly, it 
is. I stated that it would cost probably some- 
thing over a million dollars-——from a million to 
a million and a quarter of dollars—for this 
building; but all that could be profitably ex- 
pended this year was about half a million, 
which ig all we ask for. 

Mr. HOWELL. Then I wish it understood 
that my idea on this subject is that we should 
get along at present, in the universally ac- 
knowledged embarrassed condition of financial 
affairs in this country, without making even 
an appropriation of $500,000 to inaugurate a 
building which is to cost several times that 
amount hereafter. I base it on the ground, in 
the first place, that we do net need it at present 
as much as we need to do justice to those who 
have claims upon this Government, and to do 
justice to those who are ground down with the 
heavy taxation which we have imposed upon 
them, and which we are continuing to impose 
i upon them. i 
| “here is no desire, as I have gathered since 
‘I came here, for economy, for the retrench- 
‘iment and reform which we have promised in 
I wish to see some indica- 
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tion of it here in the Senate; as well: as eke- 
where among the people, pe ae 

Mr. PATTERSON. I should like to-n-x 
my friend if be thinks it would be cheaper to’ 
move the Capitol, and put up buildings for all 
the Departments out on the Mississippi river, 
than to build this one building here? © `` 

Mr. HOWELL. I have not come to that: 


yet. ; 
Mr. PATTERSON. No; and the country | 
has not. + ae 
Mr. HOWELL. And the country has not. 
But when we do come to that, E want to have 
the matter as free from embarrassments as prac- 
tienble—from unfinished buildings, from im- 
mense preparations and plans and calcula: » 
tions; forwe are coming to that: That question © 
will be before us asa practical question in our’! 
day. There is no doubt about it whatever. 
We have lived to see things moving ata more . 
rapid rate than that, and greater events accom-’ 
plished in this country. Now, to come back 
to the memories upon which my friend from 
Nevada (Mr. Srewant] welt so feelingly. I- 
am not one of those who have no sentiment, ‘| 
[i 


who are destitute of sentiment or of the feel- 'i 
ings of patriotism or the love of country, or i! 
who are unmindful of the memories thut clus- :| 
ter round sacred places, places that have be- 
come snered beeanse they ate connected with 
the memories and the achievements of ont 
soldiers and the battles for liberty and for the: 
preservation of the country. But Washington 
is not distinguished above other places, I 
opine, in this country for sach memories 2$ 
those. I opine there are plenty of places that: 
have a significance to the patriotic Heart quite 
as touching and quite as profound, and which: : 
did not cost the lives and the treasure tò pro iy 
tect that have been, not squandered, but that 
have been bestowed for the protection of Wash . 
ington city in the past. {tis not that T wish 
to contemn those memories at all; but that F 
would not hold them as a ptactical ground or | 
reason for locating or continuing the capital of 
the United States at any special point. If that 
be the consideration that is to overcome all 
other considerations, I do not know a man in | 
the Senate who cannot think of other places in | 
this country which have superior claims upon 
our sympathies and upon onr patriotism and | 
our love of liberty than this city of Washing- 
ton. ; w ; 
Bet in my first remarks on this subject T 
wanted simply to have it understood that an || 
appropriation now to afford temporary.accom: | 
modation for the Department of State, or 
whateverother Departments might need accom- 
niodations, ig all that the’ financial citcum- 
stances of. the country and the cireumstances 
attending the administration of the Govern- 
ment herë demand at the hands of the Con- || 
gress of the United States. What other per- | 
manent provision may be made in the fature.: 
let it be left fot the future to decide. For the 
preset, I insist that it is true economy, that 
it is sound policy, for the Congress of the Uni- | 
téd States, for the country, and for the party 
which is responsible for what is done here, to ` 
make temporary provision for the. accommo- | 
dation of the executive offices of the nation. . | 
Mr. SCHURZ. I désire to say a very few | 
words in reply to my friend from Vermont. | 
Mr. SUMNER. “Will the Senator give way || 
for an adjournment? A 
Mr. SCHURZ. 
more than two or three minutes, | 
Mr. SUMNER. The Senator can then reflect || 
on his remarks to-night. l 
Mr. SCHURZ. I do'not need any farther | 
reflection upon the remarks I wish to make. I l 
think wo can dispose of this matter now, so that i 
it will not be necessary to reopen it to-morrow. | 
J said I wished to make a few observatidns in || 
reply to my friend from Vermont, who treated | 
the matter of the removal of the capital ina 
becomingly serious manner. The Senate will |! 
bear me witness that [ did nöt allude to that | 


subject when I first rose. But since the dis- i 


! | had formed was that the capital of a country’ | 
` is very liable to be changed as soon: as the | 
| geographical proportions and the relations of | 
"the population of that country change.’ There! 
“is nothing very strange or very | 


! moved from holy Moscow to St.: Petersbarg:: 


- Russia deemed it highly important to thatém | 
' pire to create a great navy aud make it a! 
: maritime Power: 


| tience I shall make a remark bearing on that | 


| that the capital of this country is going to be 


| which will gather to bring about that result will || 


| eloquence that can be evapotated here on the | 


Not now, Ishall not oceupy ||. 
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cussion has been started, I may as well venture: 
upon expressing my views. I do not form my 
opinions very hastily, nor do I think [ am 
easily swayed by what: may be called: local | 
influences. | - : ; ; ' u] 
I may say that I had an opinion on this sub-"' 
ject long before the question of the removal ' i 
of the ċapital to the valley of the Mississippi ` 
had been mooted in my section of the country 
or anywhere else, and the é¢otielusion which: 


feartul in this.’ 
It may be a very natural and quiet process. | 
We have seen such things before. It occurred, ‘| 
for instance, in Russia, where thé capital was | 


mainly for the reason that the emperor ot | 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. » But the Ben- 
ator knows they are about to go back again. |! 
Mt: EDMUNDS. He did not follow a cen: 
tral position exactly. uot mo 
Mr. SCHURZ. If Settators wil have pa- ; 
point. It is probably well known to Senators | 
that at the present moment the question of | 
removing the capital is agitated in Russia |, 
again, i |; 
SMr. NYE.: Moving it back again? = 5i 
Mr. SCHURZ. Not moving it bael again | 
to Moscow, but moving it to a more conven: | 
ient and more central place, a place more’) 
likely to be the center of gravitation of the 
Russian empire, namely, Kiev. — © a | 
‘It is also. known that' as soon as she gios |! 
graphical proportions‘of the kingdom of Etely: || 
fad undergme a very important’ ehange the || 
capital of that kingdom was: tethoved from | 
Turin to Florence. This hanpened itrdar diy 5. | 
so it may ve said ‘that there is ‘nothing pete: 
liarly strange in the removal of the’eapital of; 
a country froth one place toanother. = ` `<: 
{ do not think it is a questionióf gentiment- 
alistn, or of meridries, or of -lotal prejudice. 
In most cases it is Orie of those ¢restions which’ | 
are decided by the sense of national interest 
entertained by the people. ‘So it is iny bélief 


removed from this city to the Mississippi val- 
ley. ‘That removal will not require my voice |; 
to agitate it or to advance it. -The interests | 


be far stronger than agitation carried on bys | 
few individuals. Nor do I think that all the | 


floor of the Senate will be sufficient to prévent | 
it. And if you erect the buildings proposed | 
here they will make the removal only more | 
expensive, but no léss certain. ‘That is my | 
opinion. I give it for what itis worth.” Of | 
course there are opinions to the contraty, and 
each man may étand upon his own, = > 
Mr: EDMUNDS. How soon? rn 
Mr. WILSON. When? ` ` Pe E 
Mr. SCHURZ. “I will not Venture any prey | 
diction on that point. : Mie Se S] 
Mr. NYE. I will ask the honorable Sen: || 
ator if he does not think that thé rdof of this 
edifice will need repairing before thatis done? | 


[Langhter.] | 
Mr. SCHURZ. If the Senator ftom Nevads 


will inquire closely he wif find the ‘toof of this 
edifice is in need of repairs now. © °° 
Mr. NYE. Certainly. > 
Mr. SCHURZ. Then 
answers itself. = 
Now, as to the propriety’ of moving the 
capital, as to the interests which wilt command 
such an event, and as to the results which will | 
follow it, there is great variety of opinion, and 
legitimatély so. 1 do not meari to’go into art 
argument on that question now. ` The Senate 


I think that question 
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| Mt YATES, 


‘| order of the general commanding at 


will bear me witness'that I did not bring for- | 
ward the issue. I spoke upon the question of j; 


May 10, 


economy, dnd referring to that once wore, I 
am a little surprised at my friend from Masaa- 
chusetts, [Mr. SuMNER,] who, when he made 
hie first financial speech on the floor of the 
Senate at this session, a speech which created 
a great sensation in the country, and which [ 
am sure was very highly appreciated by his 
friends, raised the cry “ Down with the taxes”? 


i and L do not think that cry could be pro- 


nounced with more emphasis than he pro- 
nounced it, “Down with the taxes!” 

Mr. SUMNER. I repeat it now. 

Mr. SCHURZ. It cannot be too often 
repeated. And yet now, because the State 
Department is alittle uncomfortably located, 
which | admit; now, because some change may 
perhaps be needed with regard to securing the 
archives, ita, instead of looking for an econom- 
ical way to remedy the evil, is at once ready to 
rush into an appropriation of $500,000 to start 
on, and which will inevitably involve another 
appropriation of five or six millions to com- 
plete the work. l leave it to him to establish 
the consistency of his cry, “Down with the 
taxes,” and his other cry, adopted to-night, 
‘Up with the appropriations.’’ | fear I cannot 
trust my friend’s financial speeches any longer 
it they are followed up by such practical appli- 
cations. 

Mr. YATES. Mr. President——- 

Several SENATORS. Let us adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Oh, no; let 


; us settle this question first. 


l only wish to speak a little 
while, ' : 
. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois desires to proceed. Ps 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Will the 


| Senator yield for a motion to adjourn ? 


“Mr. YATES. If itis the desire of the Sen- 
ate I will do'so; but’ I wish to submit a few 
retiarks of this qaestion. ` 

Mr; HAMILTON, of Maryland. If the Sen- 
ator yields for that purpose, L move that the 
Setiate adjourn. 

Mr. YAPRS.. 
to-night. ` ' : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ilinois preters to make bis remarks now. 

Mr YATES. Mr. President, the’ question 
of the removal of the capital, as L understand 
it, is germane to this question p ‘because it the 
capital is to be removed there is no necessity 
for erecting & building here at stn expense, a3 
weare told, of $1,500,000, but which will probi 
ably amount to $3,000,000 or $4,000,000, and 
we do not know but to $10,000,000—— - - 

Mr. HOWARD. With the leave of the Sen- 
ator fiom ‘Hlinois I will move now that the 
Sensté adjourn. ASRU S ; 

Mr. “EDMUNDS. 


Twill say what I desire to say 


‘No; let us finish : this 


- The VICE PRESIDENT: The Senator from 


Hiinois yields to: the Senator ftom Michigan, 
who moves an bdjoutnment. i‘ 
"Mr; SPRAGUE: Will the Senator from 
Michigan give way one momént to permit me 
to offer à petition? > > : 
“Mr. HOWARD. It may as well be intro- 
duced in the morning. ae ; 
-- Mr. SPRAGUE. I desiré that it should go 
to a comtrittee that meets to-morrow morning. 
‘Mr. HOWARD. Very well © >> o> 
': Mr. SPRAGU® presented a petition of Cat 
leb White ‘and ‘Mts. Bettie A. Thomas, pray: 
ing to be reimbursed for overcharges in the 
shipment and sale of certain cotton seized by 
Baton 
Rouge in 1865, and sold by an agent ofthe Gov- 
ernment; which was referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Claims. 


-Fhe VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 
Michigan’ moves that the Senate do’ now ad- 
journ. ees os ; 

The motion was not agreed to, there being 
on a division—ayes 18, noes 19. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


| Illinois is entitled to the floor. 


Mr: YATES. [think the remarks I am sub- 


18 


a 


70. 


mitting would be more appropriate and in bet- 


ter slape if L had more 


time to collect inform- ' 


i 
he 
vf 


ation, and especially to present statistics, F` 


was remarking that the question of the removal 
of the capital was germane to this amendment, 
because if the capital is to be. removed this 
building should not be erected. Now, Mr. 
President. | do not know that I shall vote 
against this appropriation, for, as I understand, 
i do not know but that Chicago would proffer 
ihe stone of this new building, all wrought-up, 
ready for the erection of the new Capitol in the 
West. ldo not know but that we have the 
quarries which would furnish the material for 
a capital such as these buildings are mada of. 

Mr. President, has it appeared in the history 
of this country that the people of Washington 
and the people surrounding Washington, in 
Virginia and Maryland, bave respected the 
memory of the immortal Father of his Country 
as the people upon the banks of the Mississippi 
have done? Where, sir, is the memory of 
Washington more sacredly held than in those 
northwestern States? Who has stood up so 
clearly to what he said when he declared that 
the Union was the palladium of our political 
liberuea and salvation? Was it in the city of 
Washington; was it in Maryland; was it in 
Virginia ? No, sir. 

The gentleman referred to somebody that he 
called, | think, a peripatetic adventurer in the 
House, froin the State of lilinois, who was for 
the removal of the capital 

Mr. WILSON. No; he did not say that. 

Nr. YATES. Yes; he said from Hlinois. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I meant a 
gentleman whose name has figured largely in 
connection with this matter, Mr. Reavis. 

Mr. YATES. I will say to the Senator from 
Vermont, without depreciating him, that that 
same man might well and ably fill his chair. 
1 know him well and I know his abilities, aud 
I know that his heart is in the question. 

Mr. MORRILE, of Vermont. I said nothing 
against the character of the gentleman; | 
merely alluded to him as a gentleman who was 
affected by this epidemic. ‘hat was all. 

Mr. YATES. Asa sort of: visionary char- 
acter; that was the meaning of the Senator. 
Bat, sir, there is nothing visionary in what he 
has proposed about the rémoval of the capital. 
Ido not know that I shail oppose the appro- 
priation proposed. by the Senator from Vers 
mont fur the reagon that | have said, and say 
now, that Chicago herself will take the con- 
tract to.move all these buildings from turret 
to foandation-stone. And. | answer the Sen- 


ator who asked the question whether it would | 


cost less to remove these baildings than it 
would to make this appropriation for a State 
Department building, that it will. cost the Gov- 
ernment nothing, not one cént, to remove this 
capital to the West. We may provide fur 
Washington; we may appropriate these build- 
ings to some other purpose; but- if. they are to 
be removed it will cost this Government 
nothing. a sete ok 

Mr. President, the memory of. Washington 
is as dear to us in Illinois as it is to the people 


of Washington city or the people of the sur- ` 


rounding States. - It would not even do much 
harm if the remains of the Father of his Coun- 


try were transferred to a State where rebellion | 
and treason. had never raised its bloody head, : 
nor that the pilgrimage to the ‘tomb of the : 


Father of his Country should be among a 
people whose hands were: high lifted to bear 


aloft the standard of the Republic in the days | 
of danger and of peril. It may be painful to | 
i| age when we get the capital in Illinois. 


Virginia, but we must not sacrifice to sach # 


consideration the feelings of a great and mighty | 


people, and especially of those young men and 


those old men who have gone .out from the | 
East to plant the institutions of freedom in the - 
West, and build school-houses and raise the 
humble frame church, with its steeple pointing | 
to heaven, and who have carried there the | 


thousand charms of civilization and Chris- 
tianity. ae i Sst 
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You: mest not talk to me of. the maniories 
Serraunuing the city of Washington. ‘The.peo- 
ple of the. West have their memories bright 
and sweet and cheerful for the father of our 
country, for this city of Washington, and for 
the buildings we have here erected. 

Bat, sir, I will say to the Senator 
mont that his language, or at least his manner, 


to intimate that this was a question of no seri- 


_ ous magnitude. Sir, somebody asked the time 
when this capital would be removed. J answer | 


it here to-day that the capital of the United 


| States of America will be removed in lessthan 


' ten years from this time. 


` ington. 


These are not idle 


words. It was a much longer period in which 


around in the course of human events. 
What will remove this capital? I have no 


I admit that perhaps forty or fifty 


' thousand of our noble dead are buried here, 


- people comes up for a- measure it must and | 
l: out the West, all our communications in a busi- 


` country. 


: center, of a loyal population, -. 
the interior, where men will rally around it, į; 


and their memories are to be cherished as 


l 


Mr.-YATES.  I'only want to show it'by 
way of argument that we must get to the center 
of trade and population, and where the power 


; and commerce and business of: the country 


i; concentrate 
_ | it will also reduce the mileage of the honor- 
from Ver- ` able Senator, and increase the mileage of the 
: Senator who is in the chair, [Mr. Bayarp.] 
if it did not seem to bea sneer, at-least seemed 


; und while it reduces my mileage 


Mr. President, I would prefer to speak to- 
morrow on the subject. I only speak now 
because there has been a lull on this question 
of the removal of the capital; but there is a 


deep feeling in the heart of the people of. the 


Northwest, in the valley of the Mississippi, and 
in the southwestern States, that there are no 


; uc | reasons why this. capital should remain here. 
. | predicted the abolition of slavery, but itcame ` 


There are some memories about this place 


‘which are not so sacred as those already re- 
i l ferred to. The battle of Bladensburg, and the 
! particular feeling against the people of Wash. : 


barning of the Capitol in 1814, because it is no 


| commercial point, because it is no point where 
' protection can be afforded, as it would be if it 


much as they are upon the banks of the Father | 


of Waters or'on the Tennessee; for they all 
sleep in sacred graves. But, sir, the little 
State of Illinois, if you call her little, sent two 


-handred and fifty-eight’ thousand men to this 


war, all of whom regard Washington and its 


The reason why the capital of the United 
States will be removed is, to come to the fact, 


' that this is a Government of majorities; ours 
i is a Government where the majority rules; 


and where the-power is there is the legislatian 
of- this country, und when the voice of the 


will be adopted. l 
Well, sir, the center of our continentis unon 


the Mississippi river; the power of empire is ; 


there.; the center of our trade and commerce 
and business is there. 
road commanieations and enterprises of this 
The South will come up with one 
united voice for the establishment of the capi- 
tal of the nation at St. Louis, or at Quincy, or 
at some point upon the Father of: Waters where 
we have communication to the Guif, and with 


There center the rail- ' 


foreign .Powers, and markets for our cotton, | 
' our grain, and our productions of all kinds, 
Besides eur conseetion with.the Kast by thou- | 


sands and hundreds of thousands of miles of 


' larger sum. 


railroad alt concentrate there within a belt of | 
four hundred miles, controlting and to edntrol | 

j ' | E $5,400—$3,000 for the Commissioner and tho 
Why, Mr. President, thé removal of the |, 


the destiny of this country, 


eapital has been sneered at; but let me assure | 


` institutions and its history as much as the © 
| people here do, and perhaps more. 


were surrounded by brave men with brave 
hearts and interested in this country in the cen- 
tral States, are not agreeable memories. ‘here 
is another memory, when the Government of 
the United States with its capital, Washing- 
ton, was cut off from supplies by the removal 
of one hundred and fifty rails ar so from a rail- 
road track—the only railroad track from the 


: eity—and: we were left at the mercy of the 


enemy . Then if Breckinridge bad: been as 
brave in war as he was bold in treason, the 
capital was at the mercy of the army that sur- 
rounded it. 

It is astonishing, it is amazing to me that 
when every county in Illinois bas a railroad, 
and two crossing each other, and so through- 


‘ness aspect should point everywhere except to 


Washington. Jt is amazing that there has been 


` no prosperity in Washington except what has 


Senators that ridicule, sarcasm, sneers, are | 
' nothing when you havé to meet the voice of, 
the millions of the people of the United States | 


who say that now the capital is not central, as . 


when the war began the capital was not in the 


It should be in 


stand by it, and snpportit. The capital should - 


be accessible to the business of the country, to 
the commerce of the country. These are the 
considerations which arè to control the inves- 
tigation.of this subject. Notwithstanding these 


: marble halls and these public buildings, mag- 


been inspired and engendered by appropria- 
tidns like that now proposed by the Senator 
from Vermont. I stand amazed, whea that 
Senator, perhaps, will vote that the Hduca- 
tional: Bureau shall have ouly $5,400. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Senator 
probably did not hear my remarks on that sub- 
jeet. - pti ' : 

Mr, YATES, : Idid not. Fone os 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I was for the 
Mr. YATES. Other Senators are voting 
that the Educational Bureau shall have only 


balance for clerks; not enough to educate one 
single Irishman who lands on the whacf in New 
York and says he is going to vote the “ Diminy- 
cratic tioket;’’ and yet these Senators will stand 
up here and say that with accommodations alk 
around him, the Secretary of State, with these 
public buildings, in which he can find a coa- 
venient and splendid place to put his Depart: 
ment.at any time, this vast expenditure. shalt 
now be undertaken. I venture to say that 


some. bureau of the Government would be wil- 


“© ing to occupy tliat old building with a tin roof 
+ which has been spoken of, with proper repairs, 
` and in some of the larger structurés, like the 
` Patent Office or Treasury building, the Sec: 


nificent in architecture and construction, yet i 


it ig. manifest destiny that the capital of the. 
United States must and will be ramoved. 
Mr. President, there are reasons for it. 


from Nevada. He gets too much mileage, sir. 
[Laughter.] I know it will diminish my mile- 


-Mr. STEWART. Will the 
me to interrupt him ? i 

Mr. YATES. Iwil allow the Senator to 
say a word. 

Mr. STEWART. Ihope the Senator from 
Illinois will have that omitted in his speech, 
because , jealousy or envy of the good fortune 
of others.is. not. an element of his character. 
His generosity is. well known... |: i 


Senator allow 


Tn l 
| the first place I would have the capital removed | 
to: redace the mileage of my honorable friend | 


retary of State could find a 
place. es 

Now, Mr. President, in conclusion I have to 
say that at this period of or history—and I 
say it for the benefitof the Republican party— 
this is no time ta increase the taxes by building 
monumental structures to the memory of Wash- 
ington. A crazy feeling seems to have come 
over this-people all at once for the memory of 
the immortal dead. I venture to say that there 
is not-a man in the United States who has a 
greater regard for the memory of Washington 
than my friend from Nevada, [Mr. Nye, ] and 
he lives out on the mouutains away off toward 
the Pacific coast, where the air is pure and 
clear; and he will have just as much regara 
for the memory of Washington when the capi- 
tal is removed as he has now.’ © 


very comfortabie 


I will say that I myself have not agitated 
this question of the removal of the capital. I 
have had my reasons for it, Thereis a tide in 
human affairs when itis right to strike forsuch 
a question. 
west and of portions of the South show that 
people to be alive to this question. You may 
treat this as an idle matter if you choose, but 
I hope that the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Sumyer] in his fourth term will stand by 
his desk upon the banks of the Mississippi and 
utter forth his theories, his speculations, his 
desires, and his arguments in favor of human 
liberty. When he gets out there, gets away 
from his beloved Massachusetts—pertect in all 
respects in her institutions of education and 
religion and morals, and imagines that while 
he is so surrounded all the world is as happy 
and blessed as he is—he will find that further 
West, on those bleak plains and on those hill- 
sides and on tuese little brooks where the 
cabins are, and upon the tops of the mountains 
where the poor men reside—he will find there 
perhaps a wider theater for his great and noble 
eloquence and for the dissemination of educa- 
tion and the principles which are to maintain 
and preserve this Government. 

Mr. President, I know that the Senate is 
tired, and I shall not detain it much longer. 
I may say more on this subject in a more 
digested form hereafter, as I have intended to 
do at the proper time. Bat for the present I 
conclude, and conclude by saying to the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, that it will not bear a joke 
that a building can be built cheaper here than 
it can in St. Louis. If it costs five times as 
much to build a building in St. Louis as it does 
in Washington it will be bailt; it will be built 
by the men who are able to build it, it will be 
built by the men who are willing to build it, it 


will be built where it ought to be built, where | 


the center of power and the center of popu- 
Jation is. A 

Mr. NYE. The Senator from Iowa [Mr. 
Howe 1] suggests that it ought to be built at 
Keokuk. (Laughter. ] 


Mr. YATES. Yes, Keokuk would bea good | 
That is the argument which we would =; 


place. 
call the argument ad absurdum, that the cap- 


ital must stay here because there might be half | 


a dozen other places which would contest for 
the site. 
different places where this capital should be 


placed, but the bill will be passed with a blank ` 


‘that the capital of the United States is re- 
moved and located at blank.” 

Mr. NYE. That is a good place to move it 
to. [Lanughter. ] 

Mr. YATES. It is a good place, because 


under the direction of the President, or com- |; curred in and a conference asked on the dis- | 


missioners, or whosoever the Government may 
authorize, that blank will be fiiled. 
to my friend that the word ‘‘blank’’ is some- 
times better than to have the note or the bill 
filled up, and so it is in this case. It is mani- 
fest destiny; it is written in the progress of 


this country; it is written in the streams and | 


tides of population, in the basiness and com- 
merce of this country, upon those great rivers 


that God Almighty gave us, and in the rail- i 
roads which human ingenuity and art have | 


built. It is written, as plainly as if it were 


written upon the sky in stars, that the capital | 


of the United States will be removed. 
Mr. President, Iam not arguing this point, as 


Il ith a viewof ly pleasi -i ; 
iope, wita a vew o mere y p ensingmy Con- , Mr, BUTLER, of Massachusetts, by unani- | 


stituents, but I believe that it will not cost this | : x i 
l| mous consent, reported back ‘from the Com- : 


Government one cent if the proper measures | 


are taken to remove the capital. I could have 


three Senators here, whom I would name, go | 
and buy the land at fifty or a hundred dollars | 


an acre, in a convenient neighborhood for the 


United States, a good many sections of land - 
which would be laid off with the Capitol in |; 
the center, and with the grounds for the other - 


public buildings, and by the sale of lots, &c., 
they would get double the expense which the 
nation would be at in the removal of the cap- 
ital ; and when that is done I will undertake to 


Already the voice of the North- ; 


Yes, sir, there will be candidates, |: 


I can say : 
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Mississippi, 
in the cen- 
ter of our great and enterprising population, 


say that in that broad valley of the 
upon the banks of our noble river, 


| buildings more magnificent in structure, if pos- 
sible, more conveniently arranged and better 
adapted to the members of Congress and to 
the people of the United States, and with ac- 
comoda ions far exceeding those which we 
now have, we shall have there. 

You may depend upon it I speak for a con- 
stituency that are not mean nor niggardly, that 
are full of enterprise, that have capital; capi- 
tal not only in the cities, but in the farms every- 
where over the broad West. 


that have gone to the wilderness to meet its 
vicissitudes and there plant forever the insti- 
tutions of liberty and freedom, but younger 
and more enterprising than you. They are 
interested in the West, in the South, and in 


the Southwest, and having the majority of the || 
i votes—which at last is where the joke comes 


| in, for the majority rules in this country—we 
„ will do it. It is our history that the capital of 
| the United States of America will be removed 
|i in less than ten years from this date. 

| Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


. be ample time to discuss that question on an- | 


other occasion, Í ask unanimous consent that 


this question shall be taken to-morrow morn: | 


ing without debate. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


that. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bayarp | 


in the chair.) Senators, have you heard the 
proposition? Is there any objection to the 
understanding oragreement? ‘The Chair hears 
: no objection. 
| Mr. SPRAGUE. 
adjourn. 
‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


| 
| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuespay, May 10, 1870. 


| The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
' by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 


! approved. 
PENSIONS APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| Mr. KELSEY, from the Committee on 
! Appropriations, reported back the amendment 

of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 781) mak- 
" ing appropriations for the payment of invalid 
| and other pensions of the United States for the 
‘year ending June 80, 1871, with the recom- 
| mendation that the amendment be non-con- 


ii agreeing votes thereon. 

| ‘Ihe amendment of the Senate was not con- 
‘| curred in. 

| Mr. KELSEY moved that a committee of 
: conference be asked upon the disagreeing votes 
| of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| 
i 

: | SPENCER H. STAFFORD. 
1 


sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1960) for 


read a first and second time, and referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs. 


CUSTOMS REVENUE LAWS. 


|| mittee on the Judiciary House bill No. 1460, 
to remedy certain defects in the judical admin- 


amendments; which, with the accompanying 


mitted. 


FUNDING THE PUBLIC DEBT. 
Mr. CONNER. I ask unanimous consent 
| to introduce for consideration at this time a 
bill to repeal a portion of the aet approved 
| April 12, 1866, entitled ‘‘An act to amend an 


act entitled ‘An act to provide ways and meang 
to support the Government,’ approved March 
8, 1865." 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, 
after which it will be in order to object to its 
consideration at this time. 

‘The bill, being then read, proposed to repeal 
i go much of the act referred to in the title as 
authorized, or as may be construed to author- 
| ize, the Secretary of the Treasury to fund tie 
public debt or any portion thereof, or exchange 


!| the outstanding issues of bonds and notes, or 


any portion thereof, for any other bonds or 


They are only | 
your more energetic sons, I say to you New . 
England men—only your more energetic sons | 


i Mr SARGENT. 


As there will |! 


We all agree to | 


I move that the Senate | 


The Journal of yesterday was read and | 


Mr. MOORE, of Ohio, by unanimous con- | 


the relief of Spencer H. Stafford ; which was ;' 


istration of certain customs-revenue laws, with | 


| report, was ordered to be printed and recom- |' 


notes. , 
Mr. ALLISON. I object. 
STOOKTON LAND DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA, 


I ask unanimous consent 
' to introduce for consideration at this time a 
bill to change the boundaries of the Stockton 
land district in the State of California. 

Mr. CONNER. I object. 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. CONNER withdrew his objection, and 

Mr. SARGENT said: Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman from Texas withdraws his objection, 
‘his bill makes a change in the boundaries 
of the Stockton land district, in accordance 
with the petition of one hundred and fifty citi- 
: gens, residents of the townships to be detached 
from the Sacramento district. ‘These town- 
' ships are in San Joaquin county, where Stock- 
ton is situated. The petitioners say that it is 
|| proper that all the lands in San Joaquin county 
should belong to the Stockton land district on 
| grounds of public convenience, and to save 
_ expense of settlers. I have consulted the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, and he 
i of the change. 

o further objection being made, 

The bill (H. R. No. 1964) was introduced 
and read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, provides that all 
i| of townships four and five north, ranges live, 
| six, seven, eight, and nive east, Mount Diablo 
base and meridian, now within the Sacramento, 
California, land district, shall be detached from 
said district and annexed to the Stockton dis- 
trict, in said State. 

‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SARGENT moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
it GEORGE T. WIGGINS. 


“  Mr.McCRARY. [ask unanimous consent 
': to have taken from the Speaker’s table for refer- 
lj ence Senate bill No. 674, for the relief of the 
' heirs and legal representatives of George T 
‘| Wiggins, of Keokuk, in the State of Iowa. 

| No objection was made; andaccordingly the 
| bill was taken up and read a first and second 
| time, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

PENSION BILLS REFERRED, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. In view of the fact that 
by order of the House the evening session of 
|, Thursday next is to be devoted to the consider- 
4 ation of reports from the Committee on Invalid 
$ Pensions, I ask unanimous consent that all 
f pension bills from the Senate now on the Speak- 


i 


er’s table be taken up and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

No objection was made; and it was ordered 
| accordingly. 
i ASSISTANT MARSHALS. 
| Mr. LAWRENCE. [ ask unanimons con: 
i. gent to introduce for consideration at this time 
- a bill relating to the qualifications of assistant 
‘! marshals of the United States. 
| The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, 
li after which it will be in order to object to ita 
consideration at this time. 

il ‘Lhe bill provides that all competent persons; 


1870. 


without regard to sex, shall be eligible to be 
appointed and to act as assistant marshals of 


the United States, and to perform all duties | 


authorized by the act of May 23, 1850, provid- 
ing for taking the seventh census, &c., and the 
acts amendatory thereof. 
Nr. PETERS. I object. 
M. & WALL AND COMPANY. 


Mr. GETZ, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1961) for the relief of 
M. &. Wall & Co.; which was read a first and 


eecond time, and referred to the Committee . 


of Claims. 
J. R. DUNDORE, 

Mr. GETZ also, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1962) for the relief 
of J. R. Dundore; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

WILLIAM T. STOTTS. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE, by unanimous con- 
sent, reported from the Committee on the 
Judiciary a bill (H. R. No. 1963) for the relief 
ot William T. Stotts; which was read a first 
and second time, ordered to be printed, and 
recommitted. 

AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, sub- , 
mitted the following resolution; which was :, 
read, and referred to the Committee on the | 


Rules: 


of the House: , 

Bills and resolutions ordered by committees tobe 
reported may be presented to the Clerk, and shall 
thereapon be entcred upon the Journal and printed, 


_ apd their titles entercd upon a special Calendar, 


which shall be printed and laid upon the tables of 
Representatives on Monday of each week; and on 
the next Saturday, immediately atter the reading of 
the Journal, and before the House shall proceed to 
any other business, the Speaker shall cause the same 
to be called for action by unanimous consent. All 
bills and resolutions to which no objection shall then 


be made shall pas without amendment; all others : 


shall be placed in their order upon tbe next special 
Calendar. Bills andresolutions so presented may be 
brought before the House for action in the regular 
call of the committees for reports. No debate shall 
be in order pending the proceedings herein provided 
for. 

BEAR RIVER, ETC , CANAL COMPANY. 


Mr. HOOPER, of Utah, by ananimons con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1965) to 
incorporate the Bear River and Caché Valley 
Canal Company, and fora grant of land to aid 
in the construction of a canal for irrigation and 
other purposes in the Territories of Utah and 
Idaho; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MELISSA RANKIN, 


Mr. COBURN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1966) for the relief of 
Melissa Rankin, mother of O. S. Rankin, late 


first lieatenant tenth Indiana volunteers ; which | 


was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 


MRS. HARRIET SHACKLETT. 


Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania, by unani- i 
mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


1967) for the relief of Mrs. Harriet Shacklett; 


which was read a first and second time, and | 8 
© and second time, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary. 


referred to the Committee of Claims. 
PART OWNERS OF VESSELS. 


` ary inquiry. 


. all introduced by unanimous consent. 
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HEIRS OF COMMANDER EDWARD P. WILLIAMS. 
Mr. PETERS also, by unanimous consent, 


| introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1970) grantin 


relief to the minor children of the late Edwar: 
P. Williams, of the Oneida; which was read a 


' first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


SURBETIES OF CAPTAIN A. R. HENTZELL. 


Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, | 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1971) for the re- 
lief of the sureties of the late Captain A. R. 
Hentzell; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred, with accompanying papers, 
to the Committee of Claims. 


CUSTOMS STORKHOUSKS AT NEW YORK. 
Mr. CALKIN, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the follan 
read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


directed to furnish to this House the correspondence |: 
een Departinent_and the commissioners of | 
tho sinking fund of New York city in regard to sale | 
of part of the Battery to the Government for the |: 


between the 


erection of customs storehouses thereon. | 


LOSS OF THE ONEIDA. |. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, by unanimous soniant. 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1972) authorizing | 
the payment of pensions to the nearest rela- |: 


tives of persons lost on the United States : 
steamer 
second time, and referred to the Committee 


: on Invalid Pensions. 
Resolved, That the following be adopted as a rule |; 


GOVERNMENT OFFICERS IN TEXAS. 


Mr. WHITMORE, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1973) to provide 
fora building suited to the use of the post 
office, the revenue offices, and the judicial 
offices of the United States in the city of | 
Tyler, Texas; which was read a first and | 
second time, and referred to the Committee on | 
Appropriations. | 

JOHN W. SALYERS. i 
1 
| 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 1974) granting a pen- 
sion to Jobn W. Salyers, a soldier of the war 


of 1812; which was read a first and second 


time, and referred to the Committee on Revo- |. 


lutionary Pensions and War of 1812. 
ORDER OF DUSINESS. 


Mr. VAN TRUMP. Irise toa parliament- 
I wish to know whether the call 
of States for bills and resolutions goes over 
till next Monday on account of the adjourn- 
ment yesterday ? 
The SPEAKER. 


It does. These bills are 


RECONSIDERATION OF REFERENCES. 


Mr. ALLISON moved to reconsider the vari- 
ous votes by which bills, &c., had been referred 
and recommitted; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. | 


PAY OF WITNESSES AND JURORS. 


Mr. BARRY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1975) to increase the 
pay of witnesses and jurors in United States 
courts of Mississippi; which was read a first 


POST ROADS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


neida; which was read a first and | 


- 'PAOIFIO SUBMARINE TELEGRAPII. 


On motion of Mr. KETCHAM, by unani- 
mous consent, tho Committee on the Publie 
Lands was discharged from the farther consid- 
eration of the bill (H, R. No. 1778) to incor- 
porate the Pacific Submarine Telegraph Com- 
pany, and to facilitate telegraph communica- 
tion between Americaand Asia; and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, 


IMPROVEMENT OF NAVIGATION TO HOUSTON. 


- Mr. CLARK, of Texas, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a joint resolution (H, R. No. 
284) to provide for a survey for a channel of 
navigation from the city of Houston, Texas, 
through Buffalo bayou and Galveston bay, to 


u l | Bolivar channel, near the outer bar in the 
resolution; which was 


Gulf of Mexico; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


GOVERNMENT RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES, 


Mr. CONNER. I ask unanimous consent 
to submit the following preamble and resolu- 
tion: 

Whoreas the Constitution of the United States arti- 
cle one, section nine, provides that `a regular state- 
ment and account of the receipts and expenditures 
of all public money shall be published from tiine to 
time;” and whereas, pursuant to this provision of 
organic law, the House of Representatives did by its 
standing order of December 30, 1791, as amended by 
the act of August 26, 1842, provide “that it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to lay be- 
fore the House of Representatives on the fourth Mon- 
day of October in each year, if Congress shall then 
be in session, or, if not then in session, within the 
first week of the session next following thesaid fourth 
Monday in October, an accurate statement and ac- 
count of the receiptsand expendituresof all the pub- 
lic moneys,” down to the last day of the preceding 
month of June, “distinguishing the amount of the 
receipts of each State or district, and from cach 
officer therein ; in which statement shall also be dis- 
tinguished the expenditure which sbalil fall under 
each head of appropriation, and shall be shown the 


` gums, if any, which remain unexpended, and to be 


accounted for in the next statement of each and 


! every of such appropriation ;”’ and whereas it does 
i not appear that such annual detailed account of the 


Mr. TYNER, by unanimous consent, intro- |, 


public moneys has been published since the year 
1866: Now, therefore, 

Be tt resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby requested to inform this House why such 


; account has not been published, us required by the 


Constitution and the laws. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move that preamble 


i and resolution be referred to the Committee 
| on Appropriations. 


Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey. 
the resolution. 
MEMBER SWORN IN. 


Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a ques- 
tion of privilege. The House yesterday re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections the cre- 
dentials of Joseph H. Lewis, Representative- 
electfrom thethird districtof Kentucky. There 
has been no meeting of that committee this 


I object to 


| morning; but I have conferred with such of 


the members as I could find in the House, a 
majority of the committee I believe, and we 


| are unanimously of the opinion that the cre- 


dentials are regular. I therefore move that 
Mr. Lewis be now sworn in. Having been 
relieved of political disabilities imposed by 
the third section of the fourteenth amendment 
of the Constitution he will take the oath of 


| office in such case provided. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. Lewis then presented himself at the 
Speaker’s desk and was duly sworn in. 


Mr. PETERS, by nnanimons consent, intro- > 
duceda bill (H. R. No. 1968) defining the rights | Mr. BARRY also, by unanimous consent, 
of part owners of vessels in certain cases ; which | introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1976) to establish 
was read a first and second time, referred to |. certain post roads ; which was read a first and 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to ii second time, and referred to the Committee on 
be printed. ; the Post Office and Post Roads. 

t DISCHARGE OF POOR CONVICTS. f WILLIAM SNELLING. 
_ Mr. PETERS also, by unanimous consent, ' On motion of Mr. SCOFIELD, by unani- 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1969) in regard |; mous consent, the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to the discharge of poor convicts; which was |; was discharged from the further consideration 
read a first and second time, referred to the i of the petition of William Snelling, of Phila- 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to |, delphia, Pennsylvania; and the same was laid 
be printed. | on the table. l 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


The SPEAKER. The first thing in order 
this morning is the unfinished business of 
Thursday last, a joint resolution (S. R, No. 
121) authorizing the Northern Pacific Railroad 
Company to issue its bonds for the construc- 
tion of its road, and to secure the same by 
mortgage, and for other purposes; and on or- 
| dering the joint resolution to a third reading 
‘the main question has been ordered. ar 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask thatthe joint 
resolution be read. 

‘Mr. ARNELL. I object. 


3344 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 10, 


Mr. FARNSWORTH: « d'ask unanimous 
consent to make:a statement ef one minute's 
length, ee ny a . on 

-There was no objection. — p 
< Mr. FARNSWORTH.. Mr. Speaker, there, 
are two amendments, which gentlemen of this, 
House desireto have voted on.. One is reserv- 
ing to Congress the righttofix the tariffof rates 
for freight and fare upon this road, and the other 
to confine the sales of land in limited quantities 
to actual settlers. With the right to vote on 
these two amendments, and with a brief discas | 
sion of this joint resolution, which gradtsover 
fifty millions acres of land to this corporation, 
and it may be seventy: 

lions acres from the phraseology used om 
hourof debate having beenallowed onit,ai } 
portioned out to those only to whom the gentle- 


ti 


one 


man having charge of the joist resolution saw: | 


fit to yield—with ‘the right te vote: on the 
amendments, Phave suggested, and abrief dis- 
cussion, I think the members L 
with will be content. 
am disposed to fight the proposition. 
dig n dose. i 
Mr. WHEELER. I ask unanimous consent 
to say a word in reply.. Deis S ' 
There was no objection. : oe 
Mr. WHEELER. The matter of charges 
gor Government transportation is fully regu- 
lated by the original charter. 1 have repeatedly 
declared that 1 did not regard it as equitable 
to attach. a provision to this old grant limiting 
the price of the land. ` in this:opinion the 
Senate has by a yery large majority conearted; 
so has the House Cpmmittee.on the Pacifie 
Raiiroad aud on the Public Lands.” The bil 
as itnow stands has been sustamed bya decided 
majority of the House at every stage.. 1 do 
not therefore feel at liberty, if | bad the power, 
to consent thgt it shall be changed. “The 
responsibility of delaying -its passage and of 
stopping the wheels of legislation is entirely 
with those who are not. content with the action 
of the mujority. Liasist on the previous ques 
tion, | Aes an 
. Me HAWLEY. Mri Speaker— 
The SPEAKER. For what purpose 
the gentleman rise ? ; 
Mr HAWLEY. 
pose cf denying that a majority of the 
nnitee on the 
the passage of this joint resolution: ` ie 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
be a call of the Hanse: : - 
Mr. CLARKE, of 
motion I demand the yeas and nays... -i 
‘The yeas and nays were grdered,: 


itis too 


does 


Com- 


d mils |; a, 
tiveor one bundred oii ii might not have been in order. 


I rise simply for the pur- | 
Public Lands ever consented.to | 
1 move that there | 
‘Kanes: And pn. that | 


| 


that 


am qneresing 
Without them } for one 


_ The question was taken; and it was.decided : 


in the negative—-yeas 
64; as follows: . ; , 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Arnell,, Asper, 
Beck, James Brooks, Burchard, Anp Clarke, 
“Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cres, Diekingon. Daval, Dyer, 
Farnsworth, Finkelnbarg, Hawley.: 
uo mas L.Jones, Knott, Lawrence, . 
ridge, Mayhem, McGrew, Mckenzie, 
Moore, J esse 
‘ard, Potter, Reeve-, Rice, Sargent, Bhanks, Sues, 
Sweeney, Syner, Van Wyck, Wiliams, John T. Wil- 
son, Winehester, and Wood—is. : ; 
NAYS — Messrs. Alison, Ames, Axtell, Ayer, 
Baoks, Barry. ‘Beaman, Beatty, Benjarain, Benton, 
Biggs, Bingham, Bird, Biair, Bowon, George M. 
Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Benjamin 
Butler, Rocerick R. Butler, Cake, Calkim, Cessna, 
‘churchill, William T. Clark, Gleveland, Conger, 
Conner, _Covode,_ Cowles, Cox, avis, Degener, 
Dickey. Donley, Ferriss, Fisher, iteh, Getz, Gib- 
son, Gilfillan, Grissvald, Haight, Haldeman, Ham- 
bleton, Hamill, Hamitron, Harris, Hays, Heflin, Hill, 
„Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss. Johnson; Kelley :Kel- 
logg, Kejsey, etcham, Laflin, Lash, Maynard, Me- 
Curthy, McCrary, McKee, Milnes, Morphis, Daniel 
J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Myers,Neg- 
Hey, Niblack, O' Neil, Paine, Peok, Peters, Pomeroy, 
Prosser, Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Schumaker, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Sho- 
‘her, Slocuaw, John A. Smith, . Joseph 5. Smith, 
William J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William 
Smytb, Starkweather, Stevens, Stokes, Stoughton, 
Strickland, Swann, Taffe, Taylor, 
send, rimbie, Pwichell, Upson, Van Auken, Van 
Tramp. Vgorhges, Cadwalader, C. Washburn, Wells, 
Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Willard, and Eu- 
gene M. Wilson—il8. Sak. A 
NOT VOTING—Messra. Archar, Armstrongi At- 


ewig, 
k linkim JI. 


Hay, IngersoH, | 
ough- | 
if 
H. Moore, Williami Moore, Orth, Packs || wi 

oore, Wiltiain Moora, Orth, Pack- | aili be to meet to morrow under the rule. 


H 
tH 
1 


Tillman, Town- | 


46, nays, 118, not voting j 


i 
i 
! 
| 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 


i 


1 Mr. FA 


‘Bennett, Boles, . Booker, 
Boyd. Burdett, Burr, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Cul- 
lom, Duwes, Dixon, Dockery, ‘Dox, Eldridge, Ferry, 
Fox, Garfield, Hale, Hawkins, Heaton, Hoge, Hol- 

an, Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Judd, Julian, 

err, Knapp, Logan, yneh, Marshall, McCor- 
mick, McNeely, Merour, Morgan, Muergen, Packer, 
Palmer, Perec, Phelps, Piatt, Poland. Porter, Ran- 
i dall, Ridgway, Scofield, Sherrod, Stevenson, Stone, 
Strader, Strong, Tanner, Van Horn, Ward, William 
B. Washburn Welker, Winans, Witeber, and 


wotd,: Bailey, Rarau, 


Woodward 
- So the motion was not agreed to. 
| “The SPEAKER. Io announcing the result 
of the vote just taken the Chair will state that 
he has allowed the motion to be entertained at 
| this time, although strictly under the rules it 
The Clerk will 
! read the one hundred and thirty-second rule» 
The Clerk.read as follows: 


A call of the House shall not be in order after the 
previous question is secon , unlessit shall appear, 
; upon an actual count by the Speaker, that no quo- 
| neu is presant”: . 


-Fhe SPEAKER. The y retai to 


allow the count to be made by 4f actual roll- 
call, although under the rule jr ad he might 
have ruled: out the motion. 
| Mr. VAN WYCK. ' I move that the 
do. now adjourn.. 

Mr, CLARKE, of Kansas. And on that 
motion L call for the yeas and nays. 

"Qn ordering the yeas and nays there were— 
ayes twenty-three; not one fifth of the last vote. 

RNSWORTE. - | demand tellers on 
ordering the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. WHEELER 
and Mr. Fatxsworta’ were appointed. 

Tbe House divided ; and the tellers reported 
ayes thirty-seven, a sufficient number. 

-Rp the yeas and hays were, ordered, 

‘Mi FARNSWORTH. 1 move that when 
the . House: adjourns to‘dey: it be to meet to- 
morrow'at-eleven o’elock. 1 think we ought 
to meet a little earlier. And on that motion 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FITCH. LL. rise to a parliamentary 
inquiry. I desire to know if it is in the power 
of the: House, except by unanimous consent, 
tó permit amendments to the joint resolution 
iow pending? PE Pare IS ARET 
“Phe SPBAKER.  Tt'is not. = S 
~ Mr. FNNKELNBURG, lt willbe on next 
Monday ef : 

Mr. SCHENCK. -I rise to the point of 
order that, the hour for the meeting of the 

ouse is fixed by the rules, and that the mo: 
tion, to. meet af an earlier. hour cannot be 


~ 


House 


by a suspension oftherules.. -. 2 | s 
__ The SPEAKER, . The Chair sustains the 
point of order, ` 


| the House do:now adjourn. 
Mr FARNSWORTH. I move that when 


i| the.Haquse adjoarns to-day it be to meet on 


| Wedpasday next... be re X 
Mr SCHENCK. That does not require a 
! motion. When the. Hogse adjourns to day it 


Mr. ORTH: ` I would suggest to the gen- 


(| seman‘ from Lllinois that he substitute Thurs- 


| day-for Wednesday. ' 
‘Mr. ‘FARNSWORTH. 
gemian -gad will modify my motion accord- 
mwg y 1 Sj ace i g . 
Mr. MAYNARD. 1 would ask the gentle- 
| man from Indiana [Mr. OBTH] how he voted 
` ọn the resolution providing for a final adjourn- 
‘ment on the 4th of July next? — 


.. Mr. ORTH, I did not vote onibatall, I 
‘was vot, present. when the vote was taken. 
"Mr: CLARKE, of Kansas: I ask to be 


excused from voting. 
Mr. VAN -W¥CK. I demand the yeas and 

pays on the question that the gentleman from 

Kansas shall be excused from voting. 

» The yeas and nays were ordered. 

0 Mk MAYNARD... I rise to a question of 

order. -: I ask for the reading of the last section 

on page 209 of the Digest of the Rules. 


gntertained except by unanimous consent, or | 


I aceept the sug- | 


i 


1 


| 
| 


1 
i 


| 


i| Benjamin, Bennett, 


The question recurred on the motion that | Boyd, Janes 


f Hoge, Holman, Jenckes, Alexander H 


. The Clerk read as follows :. 


te Every member who shall be in the House when 
the question is put shall give his vote, unless the 
House shall excuse bim. All motions to excuse a 


‘ member from voting shall be made before the House 


divides, or before the call of the yeas and nays is 
commenced; and the question shall then be taken 
without debate,’ — ule 31. 

“{Buten motions toadjourn, to fix the day to which 
the Llouse shall adjourn, and fora call of the House, 
it has been held not to_be in order to ask to be ex- 
cused from voting; and for the obvious reason that 
nothing but a desire to consume time, and thereby 
delay legislation, or to prevent a majority from 
adjourning, could possibly influence a member in 
making the request.]”’ 


The SPEAKER. The Chairstated that that 
was the rule on Thursday last, but the Chair 
was not disposed to enforce it, because there 
are other motions which the minority may al- 
ternate, and the vote may just as well be taken 
on one ason the other. “l'he Chair is disposed 
to entertain any motion that may be made so 
long as a point of order is not raised. There 
ig no limit to the power of a minority to delay 
action if they are strong enough to call the yeas 
and nays upon such motions as may be made. 
The point of order having been made, however, 
the Chair sustains it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I think it would be more 
decorous to keep within the rules of the House. 

‘Nhe question was upon the motion that when 
the House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Thars- 
day next; and being taken, it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 7, nays 148, not voting 73; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Lawrenco, Reeves, Sargent, Stiles, 
Sweeney, Van Trump, and Van Wyck—7. 
NA¥YS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Aines, Archer, 
Arnell, Asper, Ayer, Banks, Barry, Beaman, eck, 
jj Benton. Biggs, Bingham, Bird, 
Blair, Bowen, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, 
Buthinton,. Burchard, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, 
Calkin, Cessna, Churchill, William T, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Conner, Covode, 
Cowles, Cox, Davis, Degener, Dickinsun, Donley, 
Dox, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Eldridge, Farusworth, Fer- 
riss, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fitch, Gibson, Gilfillan, 
Haight, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hamill, Hamilton, 
Harris, Hawley, Hay, Hays, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, 
Hooper, Hotebkiss, Ingersoll, Johnson, Thomas L 
Jones, Judd, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Laf- 
lin, Lash, Lewis, Logan, Lov hridge, Lynch, May- 
nard, McCarthy, McCrary, Mc ee, McKenzie, Milnes, 
Bliakim LU, Moore, Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, 
Morphis. Daniel J. Morrell, Morrissey, Myers, Neg- 
ley, Niblack, O'Neill, Orth, Packard, Paine, Peck, 
Peters, Phelps, Pomeros, Potter, Prosser, Rice, 
Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Schenck, Sctiu- 
maker, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Shetaon, 
Shober, Slocum, John A. Smith, Joseph 8. Smith, 
Williom J. Suith, Worthington C. Smith, William 
Smyth, Starkweather, Stokes, Stoughton, Strick- 
Jand, Swann, Taffe, Taylor, Tillman, ‘Townsend, 
Trimble, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van Auken, Uad- 
welader C. Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, 
Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, Eugeno M. Wilson, 
John T. Wilson, and Winans—148. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Armsttong, At- 
wood, Axteil, Bailey, Barnum, Beatty, Boles, Booker, 

Brooks, Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. 

Butler, Sidney Clarke, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook,Crebs, 
Cullom Dawes, Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, Ferr „Fox, 
Garfield, Getz, Griswold, Hale, Hawkins, Heaton, 
.Jones, Julian, 
err, Knapp, Knott, Marshall, Mayham, McCor- 
wick. McGrew, McNeely, Mercur, Morgan, Samuel 

: Morrill, Mungen, Packer, Palmer, Perce, Plett, 
Poland, Porter, Randall, Ridgway, Scofield, Sher- 
rod, Stevens, Stevenson, Stone, Strader, Strong, 
Tanner, Van Horn, Voorhees, Ward, William B. 
Washburn. Welker, Winchester, Witcher, Wood, and 
Woodward—73. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. McNEELY said: On this bill, and on 
all dilatory motions, L am paired with Mr. 
SHERROD, of Alabama. 

‘he result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, the question recurred on 
Mr. Vax Wycx’s motion, that the House do 
now adjourn, upon which the yeas and nays 
had been ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 16, nays 142, not voting 


170; as follows: 


_ YEAS—Meessrs. Adams, Asper, Dickinson, Ein, 
Eldridge, Hawley, Thomas L. Jones, Lawrence, 
Eliakim ZI. Moore, Reeves, Rice, Stiles, Sweency, 
Van Anken, Van Trump, and Van Wyck—16. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Archer, Armstrong, Ar- 
nell, Axtell, Ayer, Banks, Barry, Beaman, Benja- 
min, Bennett, Benton, Bingham, ird, Btair, Booker, 
Bowen, George M. Brooks, James Brooks, Buck, 
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Buoktey, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdet Benjawin || Hoar, Hoga, Holman, Ingersoll, Jenekes, Johason, 
F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Calkin, Cessna, || Aloxander H. Jones, Julon, Kekey, Kerr, napp, 
Churchill, William T, Clark, Sidney. Clarke, Cleve- || Knott, Logan, Loughridgo, Marshall, MeCorm ok, 
tand, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Conner, Covode, | McGrew, McNeely, Mereur Morgan, Morphis, Sam- 
Cowles. Cox, Degener, Dickey, Donley, Dox, Duval, l uel P. Morrill, Mungen, Palmer, , erce, Phelps, 
Dyer, Farnsworth, Ferriss. Finkelnbure, Fisher, ! Platt, Poland, Porter, Randall Ridgway, Rogers, 
Getz, Gibson, Gilfillan, Griswold, Naight, Haldeman, < Schumaker, Scofield, Sherrod, John A. Smith, Ste- 
Ilale. Hambleton, Hamill, Harris, Hay, Hays, Hef- : venson, Stone, Strader, Strong, Tanner, Van Horn, 
lin. Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Johnson, Judd, ` Voorhees, Ward, William B. Washburn, Jobn T. Wil- 
kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knott, Latlin, ` son, Winchester, Witcher, and Woodward—81 

Lash, Lewis, Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, Mayham, So the amendment was not agreed to. 


McKenzie, Milnes, Jesse H. 
Lee Tonics black, O Nail 
Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, Negley, Niblack, eill, 
Sath Packard, Packer, Paine, Pock, Perce, Peters, 
Pomeroy, Potter, Rogers, Saniord, Sargent, Sawyer, : 
Schenck, Shanks, Porter Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, | 
Joseph S. Smith, William J. Smith, Worthington 
C, Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Swann, Laffe, Tay- 
lor, Tillman, Townsend, Trimble, Twichell, Tyner, 
Upson, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wells, 
Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, 
Eugene M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, Winans, and 
Wood—l42, K 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Amos, Atwood, 
Bailey, Barnum, Beatty, Beck, Biggs Boles, Boyd, 
Burr, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Crebs, Cullom, Davis, 
Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, Ferry, Fitch, Fox, Garfield, 
Hamilton, Hawkins, Heaton, Hoge, Holman, Inger- 
soll, Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Julian, Kerr, 
Knapp, Marshall, Maynard, McCormick, McGrew, 
Mekao, McNeely, Mercur, Morgan, Morrissey, Mun- 
en, Palmer, Phelps, Platt, Poland, Porter, Prosser, 
Randall, Ridgway, Roots, Schumaker, Scofield, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Sherrod, John A.Smith, Steven- 
son, Stone, Strader, Strong, Tanner, Van Horn, 
Ward, William B. Washburn, Welker, Winchester, 
Witcher, and Woodward—70. 


So the House refused to adjourn. | 


Mr. ORTH. I move that the House take a 
recess until half past seven o'clock this even- 
ing, and on that motion I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The question was put on ordering the yeas | 


Metarthy, MeCrary, 
Moore, William Moore, 


BILLS, ETO., APPROVED. 


ing titles: ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 486) to extend the time 


for the completion of the military road from , 
Fort Wilkins, at Copper Harbor, in the State | 


of Michigan, to Fort Howard, at Green Bay, 
in the State of Wisconsin; 


A bill (H. R. No. 858) for the relief of Charles `` 


C. McCreary ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 983) to amend an act | 


entitled “An act to enforce mechanics’ liens 
on buildings in the District of Columbia;’’ 


|. Yissey, Mungen, 


A bill (H. R. No. 10253) to amend an act | 


entitled ‘An act to establish in the District 


A bill (H. R. No. 1337) granting a pension 
to Thomas Clair; ` 

A bill (H. R. No. 1427) to provide for the 
creation of corporations in the District of 


I| Columbia by general law; 


A bill (Å. R. No. 1594) to amend an act 


and nays, and twenty-eight voted in the affirm- || entitled “An act to incorporate the Freed- 


ative, not one fifth of the last vote. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. ORTH and | 
Mr. NEGLEY were appointed. | 
The House divided; and the tellers reported | 
thirty-four in the affirmative. 4 
So the yeas and nays were ordered. | 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. | Is it in order to | 
move to amend this motion so as to make the :; 
time of meeting this evening eight o’clock? `: 
au SPEAKER. That motion will be in ;' 
order. i li 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I make the | 
motion; and upon it I call for the yeas and | 
I 


nays. Half past seven is too early for an even- ' 
ing session now. 

The 
yeas and nays, and there were thirty-three in 
the affirmative. 

So (the affirmative being more than one fifth 
ofthe last vote) the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Farnsworta ; and it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 20, nays 127, 
not voting 81; as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. asper, Blair, Crebs, Dickinson, 
Els, Eldridge, Finkelnburg, Haldeman, Thomas L. 
Jones, Lawrence, McCarthy, Reeves, Rice, William 
J. Smith, Stiles, Sweeney. Van Auken, Van Trump, 
Van Wyck, and Wood—20. 

NAYS—Mesors.Ambler, Archer, Armstrong, Barry, 
Beaman, Beatty, Beck, Benjamin, Bennett, Benton, 
Bird, Booker, Bowen, George . Brooks, Buck, 
Backley, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. | 
Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, 
Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Conner, 
Covode, Cowles, Cox, Davis, Degener, Dickey, Don- 

ey, Dox, Duval, Dyer, Ferriss, Fisher, -Fitch, Gar- 
field, Getz; Gibson, Gilfillan, Griswold, Hambleton, 

amill, Hamilton, Harris, Hawley, Hay, Hays, 
Heflin, Hill, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Judd, Kelley, Kel- 
loge, Ketcham, Laflin, Lash, Lewis, Lynch, May- 
ham, Maynard, McCrary, McKee,McK enzie, Milnes, 
liskim H, Moore, J esse H. Moore, William Moore, : 
Daniel J - Morrell, Morrissey, Myers, Negley, Nib- | 
ack, ONeill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Peck, 
eters, Pomeroy, Potter, Prosser, Roots, Sanford, 
Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Shanks, Lionel A. Shel- | 
don, Porter Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, Joseph S. 
Smith,Worthington C.Smith, William Smyth, Btark- 
peather, Stevens, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, 
toann, Taffo, Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, Trimble, 
Hrichel Tyner, Upson, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
l eiker, Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Wil- 
ard, Williams, Eugene Ms Wilson, and Winans—127. 
NOT VOTING—M essrs. Adams, Allison, Ames, Ar- 
Pi, Atwood, Axtell, Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barnum, 
imide Bingham, Boles, Boyd, James Brooks, Burr, 

iin. William T. Clark, Sidney Clatke, Clinton L. 

obb, Q Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, Farns- 


ı Cook, Culiom, 
worth, Ferry, Fox, Haight, Hale, Hawkins, Heaton, 
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tion was taken upon ordering the |: 


A bill (H. R. No. 1595) to amend an act 
entitled “An act providing for the taking of 
the seventh and subsequent censuses of the 
United States, and to fix the number of ‘the 
members of the House of Representatives, and 
to provide fortheir future apportionmentamong 
the several States,’’ approved May 23, 1850; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1766) in relation ta the 
Iowa river, in the State of Iowa; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1892) making appropri- 
ation to satisfy a judgment obtained against 
Grenville M. Dodge, late an officer of the 
United States, and others, for acts done by 
them in the line of their duty ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 181) grant- 
ing an American register tô.the British-built 
schooner W. D. B.; Coe 
A joint resolution (H. R. No, 208) for the 
rlie of Roswell M. Shurtleff, of New York; 
an 


A joint resolution (H. R.: No. 222) granting 
condemned guns for soldiers’ monuments at 
Fairmount cemetery, Newark, New Jersey. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


_ A message from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, 
one of its clerks, informed the House that the 
Senate had passed a bill, in which the con- 
currence of the Housé was requested, of the 
following title: 

A bill (S. No. 875) to create a port of deliv- 
ery at Duluth, Minnesota. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD, 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
_joint resolation (S. R: No. 121) authorizing 


i the Northern Pacific Railroad Company to 
issue its bonds for the construction of its road, |: 


and to secure the same 
other purposes. — : 

The pending question was upon the motion 
of Mr. Van Wyck, that the House take a recess 
until half past seven o'clock p. m., upon which 


-by mortgage, and for 


ij the yeas and nays had been ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 13, nays 116 ; not voting 
99; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Amasa Cobb, Dickinson, Finkeln- 
burg, Haldeman, Lawrence, McCarthy, Orth, Reeves, 
Rice, Sargent, William J. Smith, Stiles, and Van 


Auken—13. . 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Ames, Archer, 


': Kelley, Ke 
.| McKee, M 


| Fox, Gilfillan, Griswold, Hale, Hawkins, 


5 p -| Jack, O'Neill, Packard, Packer, P k, P 
A message from the President, by Mr. HORACE | S 


Porter, his Private Secretary, informed the | 
House that the President had approved and | 
' signed bills and joint resolutions of the follow- | 


Arinetrong, Axtell, Ayer, Banks, Barry, Beaman, 
Beatty, Beck, Benjamin, Bennett, Benton, Biggs, 
ingham, Bird, Blair, Bowen, James Brooks, Buck, 
uckley, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. 
Batlor, Cake, Calkin, Cessna, Churchill, William T. 
Clark, Cleveland, Coburn, Conger, Conner, Covode, 
Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Davis, Degener, Dickey, Dock- 
| ery, Dox, Duval, Dyer Ferriss, Fisher, Fitoh, Garfield, 
: Getz, Gibson, Haight, Hambleton, Hamill, Hamilton, 
: Harris, Tay, Heflin, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, 
logg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Laflin, Lynch, 
cKenzie, Milnes, William Moore, Morphis, 
Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Negley, 
erce, Poters, 
Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Shanks, Lioncl A. Sheldon, Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, 
Worthington C.Smith, William Smyth,Starkweather, 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Swann, Taffe, Taylor, 
Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Welker, 
W ells, Wheeler, Wilkinson, Willard, Eugene M. Wil- 
son, Winans, and Wood—116, - ; 

‘NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Arnell, Asper, 
Atwood, Bailey, Barnum, Boles, Booker, Boyd, 
George M. Brooks, Burr, Benjamin F, Butler, Sidney 
Clarke, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Cullom, Dawes, 
Dixon, Donley, Ela, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, 

Hawley, 
Hays, Heaton, Hill, Hoar, Hoge, Holman, Jenckes, 
Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, 
Judd, Julian, Kerr, Knapp, Knott, Lash, Lewis, 
Logan, Loughridge, Marshall, Mayham, Maynard, 
McCormick, McCrary, McGrew, McNeely, Mercur, 


: Daniel J. 


` Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, Mor- 


z 5 i: ber, John A. Smith, 
of Columbia a house of correction for boys,” | je 


ii approved July 25, 1866; |i Van Trump, Van Wyck, V, 


‘| men’s Savings and Trust Company,” approved |! 
| March 3, 1865; 


H 


| Buflinton, Benjamin F. 
i Cake, Cessna, Chi 


Myers, Paine, Palmer, Phelps, Platt, 
Poland, ‘Porter, Potter, Randall,: Ridgway, Rogers, 
; Schumaker, Scofield, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Sho- 
i Stevens, Stevenson, Stone, Stra- 
der, Strong, Sweeney, Tanner, Trimble, Van Horn, 
k, Voorhees, Ward, Cadwal- 
i ader C.Washburn, William'B, Washburn, Whitmore, 
: Wiliams, John T, Wilson, Winchester, Witcher, and 
| Woodward—99. 
- So the motion that the House take a recess 
till half past seven o'clock p. m. was not 


agreed to. . 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I move that the House 
adjourn ; and on that motion I call forthe yeas 
and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


‘| Mr, ELA. I move that when the House 


adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Friday 
next; and on that motion I call for the yeas 
and nays. ` l 

| The yeas and nays were ordered. 

| The question was taken on the motion of 
| Mr. ELA; and it was decided in the negative— 
| yeas 18, nays 124, not voting 91; as follows: 


| Y¥EAS—Messrs. Adams, Ela, Eldridge, Haldeman, 
| Ingersoll, Thomas L. Jones, L 
| Rice, Wiliam I 

i NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Archer, Arm- 
| strong, Arnell, Ayer, 

1) Beck, B 


Reeves, 


wrence, Ort 
ood—13. 


j. Smith, Van Trump, and 
x Banks, Barry, Beaman, Beatty, 
enjamin, Bennett, Benton, Bird, Blair, Book- 
er, George M. Brooks, James Brooks, Buck, Buckley, 
F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, 
urehill, William T. Clark,Clevelgnd, 
Amasa Cobb, Conger, Conner, Covode, Cowles, Cox, 
Crebs, Davis, Degener, Dickey, Dickinson, Donley, 
Dox, Duval, Dyer, Ferriss, Finkelnburg, Getz, Gib- 
son, Gilfillan, Haight, Hale, Hambleton, Hamill, 
Hamilton, Harris, Hays, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss, Judd, Kelley, Kelsey, Ketcham, Lafin, 
Lewis, Lynch, Maynard, McCarthy, McCrary, Me- 
Kee, MeKénzie, Milnes, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. 
Moore, Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P, Mor- 
rill, Morrissey, Negley, Niblack, O’Neill, Packard, 
Packer, Paine, Peck, Peters, Pomeroy, Prosser, 
Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Schenck, Shanks, Lionel A. 
Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, John A. Smith, Joseph S. 
Smith, Starkweather, Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, 
Strickland, Swann, Sweeney, Taffe, Taylor, Tillman, 
Townsend, ‘l'wichell, Tyner, Upson, Cadwalader. C. 
Washburn, Welker, Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wil- 
kinson, Williams, Eugene M. Wilson, John T. Wil- 
son, and Winans—124. ries 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Asper, Atwood, Ax- 
tell, Bailey, Barnum, Biggs, Bingham, Boles, Bowen, 
Boyd, Burchard, Burdett, Burr, Calkin, Sidney 
Clarke, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Cullom, 
Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, Farnsworth,. Ferry Fisher, 
Fitch, Fox, Garfield, Griswold, Hawkins, Hawley, 
Hay, Heaton, Hoge, Holman, Jenckes, Johnson, 
Alexander H. Jones, Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, Knapp, 
| Knott, Lash, Logan, Loughridge,. Marshall, May- 
ham, McCormick, McGrew, Me eoly, Mercur, Wil- 
i liam Moore, Morgan, Mungen Myers, Palmer, Perce, 
i Phelps, Platt, Poland, Porter, Potter, Randall, Ridg- 
way, Rogers, Sargent, Schumaker, Scofield, Porter 
Sheldon, Sherrod, Worthington. C. Smith, William 
‘Smyth, Stevens, Stiles, Stone, Strader, Strong, Tan- 
‘ner, Trimble, Van Anken, Van, orn, Van Wyck, 
Voorhees, Ward, William B. Washburn, Willard, 
. Winchester, Witcher, and Woodward—9l. | . 


So the motion that when the House adjourns 
to-day it adjourn to meet on Friday next was 
| not agreed to. rors 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


| Mr, WOODWARD, by unanimous consent, 
| obtained five days additional leave of absence. 
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Mr. BARNUM, by unanimous consent, 


obtained leave of absence for one week. 


Mr. FISHER, by unanimous consent, ob- 


tained leave of absence for two weeks from || pod, 


Saturday next. 


Mr. FOX, by unanimous consent, obtained : 


leave of absence till the 21et instant. 
`S NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 


Vay Wycx, that the House adjourn, 
the yeas aud nays had been ordered. 


on which 


The question was taken ; and it was decided 


in the negative-—yeas 
89; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, James Brooks, 
son, Kidridge, Finkelnburg, Haldeman. 
Ingersoll. Thomas L. Jones, Lawrence, Rice 
William J. Smith, sweency, Van Trump, 
and Winvhester—l7. 
NAYS—Messra. Allison, 
Anustrovg Arnell, Asper, Ayer, 
Reutty, Beck, Bennett, Benton, 
Bird, Booker, Bowen, George MM. Brooks, 
Buckley. 
Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Cessna, 


Ambler, Ames 
Barry, 


17, nays 122, not voting 


Archer, 
: Beaman, 
Biggs, Bingham, 


uck, 


Muffinton, Burdett, Benjamin F Butler, 
illiam T, Clark, 


Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Conner, 


Covode, Cowles, Cox, 
Duval, D 

tillan, Haight, H ; 
Hay, Hays, Heflin, Will. Hooper, Hotchkiss 
Kelley, Kelsey, Ketcham, Laflin, Lewis, 
Maynard, McCarthy, McCrary, 
Jesse Li. Moore, William Moore, 
J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, 
ard, Packer, Paine, P ck, Perce, Peters, 
Potter, Prosser, Rogers, 


Mor 


Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, 


John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, Worthington C. 
Smith, Starkweather, Stevens, Stokes, Strickland, 


Swana, Late, taylor, Tilman, 


ownsend, I'wichell, 


‘Tyner, Upson, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 


Wells, Wheeler., Wbitmore, 
Williams, J Eugeno M, Wilson, 


Wood—12. 

NOL VULING—Messrs. c 
Banks, Barnum, Benjamin, Blair, Bole 
chard, Burr, Cal cin, Churchill Sidney, 

L. Cobb, Cook, Callom, Davis, 
Dockery, Donley, Ela, Farnsworth 
Fitoh, Fox, Griswold 
Hoar, Hoge, Holinan, 
H. Jones. J 


aAWes, 


Cormick, 


cGrew, McNeely, Mercur, 
kim H. l 


Moore, Morgan, Samuel P. M 


D 


Wilkinson, Willard, 
John T. Wilson, and 


Atwood, Axtell, Bailey, ' 
Boyd, Bur- 
larke, Clin- | 
ixon, 
n , Ferry, Fisher, 
liawkins, Hawley, Heaton, 
, Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander 
ulian, Keliogg, Kerr, Knapp, Knott, 
Lash. Logon, Loughridge, Marshall, Mayham, Mc- | 
ilnes, Ei 
orrill, Mor- į 


1a- 


rissey, Mungen, Orth, Palmer, Phelps, Flatt, Poland, 


Porter, Randall, Reeves, Ridgway 
gent, Schumaker, Scotield, Snerrod, 
Stevenson, Stiles, 


Sanford, Sar- 
5 i William Smyth, 
Stone, Stoughton, Strader,Strong, 


"anner, Trimble, Van Auken, Van Horn, Van Wyck, 


Ward. William B. Washburn, Welker, 
Woodward—89. : 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
During the vote, 


Witcher, and 


Mr. McNEELEY stated that his colleague, 


Mr. MARSHALL, was confined to his room by 


illness. 


The vote was then announced as above re- 


corded. 
Mr. WINANS. I move thatthe House take | 


a recess until half past six o’clock p. m. 
Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. 


I demand the |: Morphis 


| Palmer, 
. dall, Rice, Ridgway, 
: Sherrod, Shober, Slocum, Stone, 
j Sweeney, Tanner, 

|. Wyck, Voo: 


I moveto amend 


so that the House take a recess until quarter 
to seven o'clock, p. m.; and on that motion I 


demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was 


in the negative—yeas 
106 ; as follows: 


taken; and it was decided | 
13, nays 109, not voting `' 


` Pittsburg district (Mr. 


YEAS--Mesers. Dickinson, Ela, Finkelnburg, Ham- 


-jlton, Ingersall, Thomas L. Jones, 


- chester—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Archer 
strong, Arneil, Axtell, Ayer, Banks, 
Beck, Benjamin, Benton, Biggs, 
Bowen, George M. 


William T. 
Conger, Conner, 
Dickey, Dunley, Dox, 
. Garfield, Getz, Gibson, 
Harris, Heflin, Hill, 
ley, Kellog z 
MeKee, McKenzie, Milnes, Eliakim H. 
H. Moore, William Moore, I 
Negiey 

Peck, Peters, Pomeroy, Sawyer, 
Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John 
Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, 
venson, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Swann 
Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, Twitchell, Tyner, 


Clark, Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, 


C..vode, Cowles, Crebs, D 


Arm- | 
Beaman, Beatty, i 
Bird, Booker, ; 
Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, | 
Burchard. Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, wakes Cessna, i 
oburn, 


U 


sal Orth, Reeves, Rice, |: 
Sargent, William J. Smith, Van Trump, and Win- : 


ener, 


Duval, Dyer, Ferriss, Fiteb, 
Hale, Hambleton, Hamill, 
Hooper, Hotchkise, Judd, K 
Lewis, Lynch, McCarthy, McCrary, 
L oore, J esse 

a. } Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, 
Niblack, U’Neill, Packard, Packer, Paine, | 
Schenck, Lionel A. 

A. Smith, Joseph S. 
Stevens, Ste- 
taffe, 


el- 


paon, 


| Gilfillan, 
ii Hawley, Hay, 


. Morgan, Morphis 


. ter, 
- Roots, Sanford, Schumaker, 


Dickin- ` 
amilton, 
Shanks, 
Winans, 


Voorhees, Cadwalader O, Washburn, Welker, Wells, 
Wheeler, Whitmore, Willard, Williams, Eugene M. 
Wilson, and Wood—109, 

NOT VOLING—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Asper, At- 
Barnum, Barry, Bennett Bingham, 


Bailey 
Benjamin F. 


lair, Boles, Boyd, James Brooks, Burr, 
Butler, Catkin, Churchill, Sidney Clarke, 
Cobb, Cook, Cox, Cullom, Davis, Dawes, 
Dockery, Eidridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, 
Griswold, Haight, Huideman, Hawkins, 
Hays, Heaton, Hoar, Hoge, lolman, 
Alexander H. Jones, Julian, Kel- 
Knott, Lafiin, Lash, 
Marshall, Mayham, 


Jenckes, Johnson, a 
sey, Kerr, Ketoham, Knapp, 
Lawrence, Logan, Lougbridge. 
Maynard, McCormick, McGrew MoNeely, Mercur, 

Samuel P. Morrill, forrissey, 
Perce, Phelps, Platt, Poland, Por- 
Randall, Ridgway, Rogers, 
Scofield, Shanks, Suer- 
rod, Shober, Slocum, Worthington C. Smith, Stiles, 
Stone, Strader, Strong, Sweeney, Tanner, Trimble, 
Van Auken, Van Horn, Van Wyck, Ward, William 
B. Washburn, Wilkinson, John T. Wilson, Winans, 
Witcher, and Woodward—l06. 


So the House refused to take a recess 


Mun, en, Palmer, 
Potter, Prosser, 


until 


' quarter to seven o'clock this evening. 


Me. VAN TRUMP. I wish to ask the chair- 


i man of the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
| road whether he is determined to force the 


H 
Crebs, Degener, Diokey, Dox, || 
yer, Ferriss, Garfield, Gets, Gibson, Gil- | 
Hale, Hambleton, Hamill, Harris, 
Judd, |! 
Lewis, Lyneb, 
oKee, McKenzie, 

y o phis, Daniel 
Niblack, O’ Neill, Pack- 
Pomeroy, 
Roots, Sawyer, Sohenck, 


ouse— 
Mr. NEGLEY. I object to debate. 
‘The question then recurred on Mr. Wrvans’s 
motion that the House take a recess until half 
past six o'clock this evening, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 12, nays 115, not voting 
101, as tollows: 3 


YEAS—Messrs. Davis, Dickinson, Finkelnburg, 
Ingersoll, Thomas L. Jones, rth, Reeves, 
Shanks, Wiiliam J. Smith,Stiles,and Van ‘Trump—12, 

NAYS—-Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Archer, Atm- 
strong, Arnell, Ayer, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, 
Bennett, Benton, Bingham, 


. George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, 


; Cleveland, 


‘| Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Neeley. 
Peck, Pe 


| i 


i 


| Dawes, 


. William B. Washburn, n 
- Winchester, Witcher, and Woodward—10l. 


` objection to my putting & question 


Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Cessna, William ‘i. Clark, 
‘Awasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Conner, 
Covode, Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Degener; Dickey, Dox, 
Dyer, Farnsworth Ferriss, Pitch, Garfield, Getz, 
Gibson, Gilfillan, itale, Hambleton, Hamill, Hamil- 
ton, Harris, Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Hoar, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss, Judd, Kelley, Kellogg, Kel<ey, Laflin, 
Lash, Lewis, Lynch, McCarthy, McCrary, Mckee, 
Eiiakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, 

Niblack, O'Neill, 
ree, Peters, Pom- 


Packard, Packer, Paine, 
Sawyer, Schenck, 


eroy, Prosser, Rogers, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smith, 
Joseph S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William 
Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, Stokes, 
Stoughton, Strickland, Swann, ‘Caffe, Taylor, Till- 
man, Townsend, ‘Trimble, ‘lwichell, Tyner, Upson, 
Welker, Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson. Wil- 
lard, Williams, Eugene M. Wiison, and Wood—115. 

NÒT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Asper, At- 
wood, Axtell, Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Barry, Beck, 
Biggs. Biair, Boles, oyd, James Brooks, Buck, Bur- 
dett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Calkin, Charchill, 
Sidney Clarke, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Cullom, 
Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Duvall, Ela, Eid- 
Fisher, Fox, Griswold, Haight, Halde- 
Hays, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, 

‘Alexander H. Jones, Julian, Kerr, 
Ketcham, Knapp, Knott, Lawrence, Logan, Lough- 
ridge, Marshall, May bam,Maynard, McCormick, Mc- 
Grew, McKenzie, McNeely, Mercur, Milnes, Morgan, 


Roots, 


ridge, Ferry, 
man, Hawkins, 
Jenckes, Johnson, 


Pheips, Plath Polana, Porter, 


Strader, 
Van Auken, Van Horm, Van 
rhees, Ward, Calwalader C. Washburn, 
Johu T. Wilson, Winans, 


So the House refused to order a recess till 


TRUMP. I am informed that 
Pennsylvania from the 
NEGLEY] withdraws his 

to the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
asks unanimous consent to address a question 
to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
WHEELER.) Is there objection? 

Mr. HOTCHKISS. I object. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. It being very evi- 
dent that we are to do no business to-day, I 
move that the House adjourn. 

Mr.VAN WYCK. On that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Let us have a divis- 
ion first. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I withdraw the demand 
for the yeas and nays. z 

The question was put on the motion to 


| half past six. 


Mr. VAN 
the gentleman from 


Sargent, | 


Bird, Booker, Bowen, | 


Holman, ; 


Samuel P, Morrill, Morrissey, Mungen, , 

otter, Ran- | 
nford, Schumaker, Scofield, | 
Strong, | 


Clinton L. | 
xon, | 
Fisher, Fox, | 


May 10, 


adjourn; and there were, on & division—ayeg 
59, noes 66. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. I demand tellers, 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I demand 
the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. ASPER. I move that when the House 
adjourns to-day it be to meet on Saturday 


next. 

The SPEAKER. That motion cannot be 
entertained. It is against the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Mr. ASPER. Then I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day it be to meet on Fri- 


day next. 
Xr. CLARKE, of Kansas. On that I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

On ordering the yeas and nays, there were— 
ayes thirty-seven a sufficient number, 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 15, nays 117, not voting 
96; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers, Adams, Benjamin, Sidney Clarke, 
Dickinson, Ingersoll, Thomas L. Jones, Knott, Law- 
rence, Reeves. Rico, Sargent, Shanks, Stiles, Van 
Trump, and Van Wyck—1s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Archer, 
Armstrong, Arnell, Axtell, Ayer, Banks, Barry, Boa- 
man, Boutty, Beck, Bennett, Benton Bingham, Bird, 
Booker, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Bufin- 
ton, Burchard, Burdett, Cake, Cessna, William T. 
Clark, Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, 
Conner, Covode, Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Davis, Dickey, 
Dox, Daval, Dyer, Ela, Forrias, Finkeloburg, Fitoh, 
Garfield, Getz, Gibson, Hale, Hambleton, Hamill, 
Hamilton, Harris, Hay, Hays, Helin, Hoar, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss, Judd, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, 
Laflin, Lash, Lewis, Lynch, McCarthy, McKee, Mc- 
Kenzie, Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Negley, 
Niblack, O'Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, 
Peck, Perce, Peters, Pomeroy, Potter, Prosser, 
Roots, Sawyer, Schenck, Lionel A. Sheldon, Por- 
ter Sheldon, Joseph S. Smith, William J. Smith, 
Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, Stevens, Ste- 
venson, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Swann, 
Taffe, ‘taylor, ownsend, Trimble, Twichell, Tyner, 
Upson, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Welker, Wells, 
Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, 
and Eugene M_Wilson—117. 

NOL VOTING—Messrs. Asper, Atwood, Bailey, 
Barnum, Biggs, Blair, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, James 
Brooks, Burr, Benjamin F. Batler Roderick R. 
Butler, Calkin, Churchill, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, 
Cullom, Dawes, Degener, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, 
Eidridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Fisher, Fox, Gilfillan, 
Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, Hawkins, Hawley, 
Heaton, Hill, Hoge, Holman, Jenckes, Johnson, 
Alexander H. Jones, Julian, Kerr, Knapp, Logan, 
Loughridge, Marshall, Mayham, Maynard, cCor- 
mick, McCrary, McGrew, McNeely, Merour, Milnes, 
Eliakim Moore, Morgan, Morphis, Daniel, 
Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Mungen, 
Myers, Palmer, Phelps, Piatt, Poland, Porter, Ran- 
dall, Ridgway. Rogers, Sanford, Schumaker, Scofield, 
Sherrod, Shober, Slocum, John A. Smith, William 
Smyth, Stone, Strader, Strong, Sweeney, Tanner, 
‘Tillman, Van Auken, Van Horn, Voorhees, Ward, 
William B. Washburn, John T..Wilson, Winans, 
Winchester, Witcher, Wood, and ‘Woodward—9%6. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 


| The question recurred on Mr. FINKELNBURG’S 


motion that the House do now adjourn, on 
which the yeas and nays had been ordered. 

, The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 28, nays 110, not voting 
90; as followa: i 


YEAS—Messra, Adams, Benjamin, Bird, Sidney 
Clarke, Cleveland, Dickinson, Farnsworth, Finkel - 
‘burg, YWaomill, Hawley, Hay, Ingersoll, Thomas L. 
Jones, Judd, Knott, Lawrence, Orth, Paine, Potter, 
‘Rice, Sargent, Shanks, William J. Smith, Stevens, 
Stiles, Stokes, Sweeney, and Van Trump—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Archer, 
Armstrong, Arnell, Axtell, Ayer, Banks, Beaman, 
Beatty, Beck, Bennett, Benton, Biggs, Bingham, 
Blair, Booker, George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buflin- 
ton, Burchard, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, os 
William T. Clark, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, 
Conner, Covode, Cowles, Cox, Davis, Dickey, Dox, 
Duval, Dyer, Ferriss, Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Getz, 
Gibson, Hamilton, Harris, Hays, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, 
Kelsey, Ketcham Lafin, 
Lynch, McCarthy, McCrary, McKee. 
esso H 
Moore, or- 
Tissey, Myers, Negiey, N 
Packer, 


Townsend, Trimble, Twichell, Tyner, pson, Voor- 
hees, Calwalader C. Washburn, elis, Wheeler, 
Whitmore, Wilkinson, Willard, Eugene M. Wilson, 


and Wood—110. 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. 
| Barnum, Barry, Boles, Bowen, 


Asper, Atwood, Bailey, 
oyd, James Brooks, 


1870. 
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tt, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Calkin, | 
Back, Paron Ta Cobb, Cook, Crebs, Cullom, | 
Dawes, Degener, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Ela, Eld- | 
ridge, Ferry, Fox, Gilfillan, Griswold, Haight, Halde- ; 
Tap, dale, Hambleton, Hawkins, Heaton, Hoge, : 
Holman, Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander I ones, | 
Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, Knapp, Logan, Loughridge, 
Marshall, Mayham, Maynard, McCormick, McGrew, 
McNeely, Mercur, Morgan, Morphis, Daniel J. Mor- 
reli, Mungen, Palmer, Phelps, Piatt, Poland, Porter,. 
Randall, Reeves, Ridgway. Roots, Sanford, Schu- 
maker, Scofield, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Shober, 
Slocum, Stone, Strader, Strong, Tanner, Van Auken, ;; 
Van Horn, Van Wyck, Ward, William B. Washbarn, | 
Welker, Williams, John T, Wilson, Winans, Win- || 
chester, Witcher, and W oodward—00. 

So the House refused to adjourn. l! 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I move that the 
House take a recess until to-morrow morning 
at ten o'clock; and on that motion I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Will the gentleman allow 
me to offer a resolution which may resolve the ` 
difficulty in this matter? 

Mr. DICKEY. I object. ; 

The SPEAKER. A resolution eannot be | 
entertained so long as there is objection. 

Mr. DICKEY. I object to any resolution. © 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania will at least hear 
the resolution read. . : 

Mr. DICKEY. No, sir; I object. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I did not hear the re- 
mark of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
[Langhter.] . 

Mr. DICKEY. I object. (Laughter. ] ii 

On ordering the yeas and nays, twenty-four || 
yoted in the affirmative, not one fifth of the 
last vote. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas, called for tellers. | 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Braman and 
Mr. FARNSWORTH were Sppe 

The House divided ; and the tellers reported . 
thirty-seven in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I think ten o’clock |, 
is too early for us to meet. [Cries of “ Or- 
der !’?] I move to amend the motion of the | 
gentleman from Kansas so as to make the hour — 
of meeting half past ten o’clock, and on that | 
motion I call for the yeas and nays. A 

The yeas and nays were ordered. : | 

The question was taken ; and it was decided | 
in the negative—yeas 13, nays 121, not voting 
94; as follows: , l 

YEAS—Messrs. Beaman, Bird, Cowles, Hay, Inger- | 
soll, Thomas L, Jones, Knott, Lawrence, McKenzie, 
Orth, Rice, Stokes, and Willard—I3, i 

NAYS—Messrs, Allison, Ambler, Ames, Archer, | 
Annstrong, Arnell, Axtell, Ayer, Beatty, Beck, Ben- 
ton, Biggs, Bingham, Blair, Booker, Bowen, George | 
M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Bufinton, Burchard, | 
Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Calkin, Cessna, | 
Churchill, William ‘1’, Clark, Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, | 
Coburn, Conger, Conner, Covode, Cox, Davis, Dege- | 

! 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


ner, Dickey, Dickinson, Dox, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Fer- 
riss, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Getz, Gil- | 
fillan, Hamill, Hamilton, Harris, Hawley, Heflin, | 
Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Johnson, Judd, Kel- | 
A Kelsey, Ketcham, Laflin, Lash, Lewis, Lynch, | 
fayham, McCarthy, McKee, Milnes, J esse H. Moore, | 
William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Mor- | 
rill, Myers, Negley, Niblack, O'Neill, Packard, | 
Packer, Paine, Peck, Perce, Peters, Pomeroy,Prosser, || 
ogers, Sanford, Sawyer, Schenck, Shanks, Lionet 
A. Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, John A.Smith, Joseph | 
S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William Smyth, |: 
Stevens, Stevenson, Stoughton, Strickland, Swann, |: 
Taffe, Tillman, Townsend, Trimble, Twichell, Tyner, || 


Upson, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Welker, | PO 


Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Williams, |; 
and Fagene M, Wilson—121. ! 
NOT VOTING—Messrs, Adams, Asper, Atwood, | 
siley, Banks, Barnum, Barry, Benjamin, Bennett, ; 
les, Boyd, James Brooks, Burr, Benjamin F. But- | 
ler, Sidney Clarke, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Crebs, | 
allom, Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Eldridge, 
Farnsworth, Ferry, Fox, Gibson, Griswold, Haight, 
Haldeman, Hate, Hambleton, Hawkins, Hays, ea- 
ton, Hoge, Holman, Jenckes, Alexander H, Jones, | 
Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, Krapp, Logan, Loughridge, |; 
Marshall, Maynard, MeCormick, McCrary, McGrew, , 
McNeely, Mercur, Eliakim H. Moore, Morgan, | 
Morphis, Morrisey, Mungen, Palmer, Phelps, Platt, 
Poland, Porter, Potter, Randall, Reeves, Ridgway, i 
Roots, Sargent, Schumaker, Scofield, Porter Sheldon, 
Sherrod, William J. Smith, Starkweather, Stiles, i 
Stone, Strader, Strong, Sweeney, Tanner, Taylor, 
ya Auken, Van Horn, Van Trump, Van Wyck, 
ard, William B. Washburn, John T. Wilson, 
wade Winchester, Witcher, Wood, and Wood- 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


' in the negative—yeas 16, nays 117, not voting © 
95; as follows: 


: Degener, 
- Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Getz, Gilfillan, Hambleton, 
i Hamill, Hamilton, Harris, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, H 

kiss, Judd, Kelley 


- Josep! 


| man, Hale, Hawkins, Hawley, Hays, 
i Hoge, 


: vote) the yess and nays were ordered. 


The question recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas, to take a recess until 
to-morrow morning at ten o’clock, upon which 
the yeas and nays had been ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided | 


YEAS—Messrs. Bi Bird, Duval, Finkelnburg, 


.. Haight, Hay, Ingersoll, Thomas L. ones, Lawrence, 
| McKenzie, Orth, Shanks 


, Stevens, Stokes, Sweeney, | 
and Williams—16. , ; 

NAYS— Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Archer, Arnell, .. 
Ayer, Banks, Beaman, Beatty, Bennett, Benton, Bing- © 
ham, Booker, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, : 


-| Lynch, 


Beaman, Beatty, Bennett, Benton, Blair, Booker, 
Bowen, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, 
Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Calkin, Cessna, Churchill, 
William T. Clark, Coburn, Conger, Conner, Covode, 
Cowles, Davis, Degener, Dickey, Donley, Dox, Fer- 
riss, Fisher, Fitch,Garfield, Hale, Harris, Hill, Hoar, 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Kelley, Kelsey, Ketcham, Lewis, 

A Maynard, McCarthy, MoGrew, MeKee, Mil- 
nes, William Moore, Morphis, Myers, N ley,O’ Neill, 
Packer, Peck, Perce, Peters, Pomeroy, Prosser, San- 
ford, Sawyer, Schenck, Lionel A. Sheldon, John A. 
Smith, Joseph_S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 


‘| Starkweather, Stoughton, Strickland, Taffe, Taylor, 
- Townsend, Trimble, Twichell. D Cadwalader 


Upson, Cadwalad 
C. Washburn, Welker, Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, 


i Wilkinson, and Eugene M. Wilson—85. 


Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, | 


Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, Amasa 
Cobb, Conger, Conner, Covode, Cowles, Cox, Davis, 
ickey, Dickinson, Donley, Dyer, Ferriss, 


otch- : 
i Kelsey, Ketcham, Knott, Laflin, ` 
Lash, Lewis, Lynch, Mayham, Maynard, McCarthy, 
McCrary, McKee, Milnes Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. | 
Moore, William Moore, Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, 
Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, Negley, Niblack, O’Neiil, 
Packard, Packer, Paine, Peck, Perce, Peters, Pome- 
roy, Potter, Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Shober, Slocum, Jobn A. Smith, 

S. Smith, William J. Smith, Worthington C. - 
, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevenson, 


Smit 


: Stoughton, Strickland, Swann, Taffe, Tillman, rown- 


send, Trimble, T'wichell, Tyner, Upson, Cadwalader 

C. Washburn, Welker, Wells, Wheeler, Whitmore, 

Wilkinson, Willard, Eugene M. Wilson, Winans, and 
ood—117. 

NOT VOTING—Measrs. Adams, Ames, Armstrong, 
Asper, Atwood, Axtell, Bailey, Barnum, arty, Beck, 
Benjamin, Blair, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, James Bro 
Barr, Calkin, William T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, ' 
Cleveland, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Crebs, | 
Cullom, Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, Dox, Ela, Eldridge, i 
Farnsworth, Ferry, Fox, Gibson, Griswold, Halde- | 
Heaton, Heflin, | 
Holman, Jenckes, Johnson, Alexandor H. | 
Jones, Julian, Kellogg. Kerr, Knapp, Logan, Lough- | 
ridge, Marshall, McCormick, McGrew, McNeely, i 
Mercur, Morgan; Morrissey, Mungen,Palmer,Phelps, | 
Platt, Poland, Porter,Prosser, Randall, Reeves, Rice, 


don, 
Taylor, 
WwW 
T. 


Van Auken, Van an 
ck, Voorhees, Ward 


ison, Winchester, Witcher, and Woodward—95. 


Horn, Trump, Van 


: Kellogg, 
_ Marshall, McCormick, McKenzie, McNeely, M 
: cur, Morgan, Daniel J. Morrell, 


' Porter, Randall, Ridgway, 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Archer, Atwood, 
Axtell, Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Barry, Bingham, 
Boles, Boyd, urchard, Burr, Sidney Clarke, Clinton 
L. Cobb, Cook, Cox, Cullom, Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, 
Ferry, Fox, Gibson, Griswold, Hambleton, Hawkins, 
Hays, Heaton, Hoge, Holman, Jenckes, Johnson, 
Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Julian, 
Kerr, Knapp, Lash, Logan, Loughridge, 
er- 
Samuel P, Morrill, 
Palmer, Phelps, Platt, Poland, 
oots, Schumaker, Sco- 


Morrissey, Mungen, 


: field, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, William Smyth, 


Stevenson, Stokes, Stone, Strader, Strong, Swann, 
‘Tanner, Van Auken, Van Horn, Van Wyck, Voor- 
hees, Ward, William B. Washburn, Witcher, and 
W oodward—81. 


So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to ask a 


. parliamentary question. 


t 
oks, || 
| 


William B. Washburn, Jobn | l 


So the motion to take a recess was not |’ 


agreed to. 


Mr. ROGERS. I move that the House now 
adjourn. 
Mr. WELLS. On that motion I call for the 


i: yeas and nays. 


The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and there were thirty in the » 
affirmative. 

So (the affirmative being one fifth of the last . 


Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I move that . 
when the House adjourns to-day it be to meet | 
on Thursday next at one o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. That motion cannot be 
entertained. 

The Clerk began the call of the roll on the 


motion to adjourn, when | 


-Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas, said: I rise to 
int of order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot enter- 


a 


` ing charge of the bill. 
i test the sense of the House by some motion 


feet and made the point of order before the 
Clerk began to call the roll. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may have 
been on his feet ; he certainly did not make any , 
int of order. 


ae CLARKE, of Kansas. I differ from the | 
alr. x i 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has that |. 
right. The Clerk will proceed with the call. | 
‘The roll-call was then concluded; and the : 


| question was decided in the negative—yeas 62, $ 
! nays 85, not voting 81; as follows: . - f 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Asper, Beck, Ben- | 
jamin, Biggs, Bird, James Brooks, Burdett, Benja- 
min F. Butler, Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Crebs, 
Dickinson, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Eldridge, Farnsworth, 
Finkelnburg., Getz, Gilfillan, Haight, Haldeman, ' 
Hamill, Hamilton, Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Ingersoll, 
Knott, Laflin, Lawrence, Mayham, McCrary, Eliakim | 
H. Moore, J 
Paine, Potter, Reeves, Rice, Rogers,Sergent,Shanks, p 
Shober, Slocum, William J. Smith, Stevens, Stiles, | 
Sweeney, Tillman, Tyner, Van Trump, Willard, Wil- 
ohn T. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, and | 


ood—62, : f 
NAYS—Messrs, Allison, Armstrong, Arnell, Ayer, |: 


esse H. Moore, Niblack, Orth, Packard, |; 


liams, 


The SPEAKER. 
state it. 


The gentleman will 
t 
‘Mr. FARNSWORTH. I wish to inquire 


i how far the previous question will operate ? 


The SPEAKER. The main question, which 
was ordered by the House on Thursday last, 
will exhaust itself on the third reading of the 
bill, which, as this is a Senate bill, is an anal- 


|| ogous stage to the engrossment and third read- 
Ridgway, Sargent, Schumaker, Scofield, Porter Shel- || ye ee 
Sherrod, Stiles, Stone, Strader, Strong, Tanner, || 


ing of a House bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If, when the ques- 
tion is upon the passage of the bill, the pre- 
vious question should be voted down, would it 
then be in order to discuss the measure or to 
move its reference to a committee? 

The SPEAKER. After the third reading 
of the bill the Chair, according to.the ordinary 
usage of the House, would be obliged to rec- 
ognize in the first instance the gentleman hav- 
He would of course 


relating to it, according to his discretion. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. If he should call 


` the previous question andit should not be 


sustained—— 

The SPEAKER. If he should lose the con- 
trol of the bill, of course some gentleman ad- 
verse to the bill would be recognized. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope the House will 
allow me to make a single remark, which, I 
trust, will bring us to some understanding. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. ELoRIDGE] asks unanimous con- 
sent. to make a statement. The Chair hears 


tain a point of order during the call of the roll. || 2° objection. 


Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I was on my | 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I have taken no par- 
ticular interest in this contest. I have simply 
voted as I thought my duty required me to do. 


' It seems that the two sides of this House are 


` at loggerheads and are unable to agree. 
question has become simply one of physical 


' accomplished all that they can desire. , 


The 


endurance. It seems to me that the majority 


| of the House, who desire to pass this bill, or 


at all events are opposed to adjournment, have 
They 
have shown to the country their wish to facil- 
itate legislation and to dispose of the bill in 
some way this afternoon. The usual hour for 
adjournment has now arrived, and the major- 
ity having accomplished their purpose and ful- 
filled their duty as completely as is possible 


‘ under the circumstances, they should, I think, 


consent now that the House adjourn, throwing 


: upon the minority—the factious minority, if 
| they see fit so to call it; throwing upon the 


opposition the responsibility of this day's 


:, work, and just so many similar days’ work as 


they see fit to take upon themselves. _ 
I have always believed, when I have been 


engaged in these filibustering efforts—and I 
have at times been to some extent engaged in 
them—tbat if we could bring ourselves to that | 
position we accomplished all that the country : 


could expect of us, the responsibility resus 4 


upon those who simply fight against time an 
against physical 
that the House, out of respect for itself, out o 
respect for such a body as this House ought to 
be, and out of respect to the country which we 
represent, will in a dignified and decorous 
manner adjourn this proceeding, and allow a 
night of reflection to bring the House to a 
proper consideration of the subject. I there- 
fore move that we now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot enter- 


tain that motion until some business intervenes, - 


n motion to adjourn having just been nega- 


tived. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Idid not mean to move 


an adjournment. I hope the motion will come , 


from the other side. 


Mr. WHEELER. Ihave desired to make | 


a statement-— 

Several Mewsers. The regular order! 

Mr. WHEELER. I simply wish to say to 
the House that I design—— 

Mr. SARGENT. 1 object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order 
except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CESSNA. I move that the House take 
a recess till half past seven o’clock this even- 
1 > 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move thst the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at four 
o’clock and thirty-five minutes p. m.) the 
House adjaursed. 


Hi 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented | 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate | 
committees : | 

By Mr. BANKS: Letter of Otis Clapp, in 


itol. 

Also, letters of V. A. Thompson and Thomas 
Boyd, in relation to the same subject. 

By Mr. BEATTY : The petition of Horace 
McKee and 150 others, citizens of Morrow | 
county, Ohio, asking for the passage of a bill 
introdgeed by Hon. J. J. Winans to divide the 
State of Ohio into three judicial districts. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON : 


Ww. C. N. Swift, of New Bedford, Massachu- 


setts, praying that an act may be passed author- | 


izing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue 
pe American register to the ship Robert L. 


e. 
= By Mr. COBURN: The memorial of the 
trustees of the Indiana University, to obtain 


the detail of retired officers of the Army as - 


military professors in colleges and universities. 

By Mr. 
zens of Frederick, Mayor against the fur- 
ther assessment and co 


Thompson, of Washita county, Arkansas, for 
removal of his disabilities. 


By Mr. TWICHELL: The petition of Charles . 


Stoddard and others, of Boston, Massachusetts, 


By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of Henry 
Summersett and 15 others, soldiers of the war | 
of 1812, residents of Ross county, Ohio, pray- 


ing for the passage of a bill granting a pension |: 


to all the surviving soldiers of the war of 1812. 


enactments as will prevent the extermination 
of the American buffalo. 

By Mr. WINCHESTER: The petition of 
William Gusil, praying for relief. | 
Also, the petition ahd accompanying papers 
‘of Herman Detweiler, praying for a pension. | 


| 
| 20 
k duties of Third Auditor; which was referred | 


The memorial of ` 


HAMILL: A remonstrance of citi- ;; 


lection of the income ` 
tax. nae © abilities. 
By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of James ; 


IN SENATE, 
Wepwespay, May 11, 1870. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Nev- 
man, D. D. : 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 


endurance. I hope, theretore i approved. 


. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


| Mr, SHERMAN presented the petition of 
' A. M. Gangewer, chief clerk Third Auditor's 
| office, praying to be allowed the difference of 
' pay between that of chief clerk and that of 

Third Auditor from December 9, 1869, to April 
1870, being the time he performed the 


' to the Committee on Appropriations. 


sellers of household wringers in Canandai- 
gua and Auburn, New York, remonstrating 
i against the extension of John Young’s patent 
for washing and wringing machines ; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of N. 
H. Wood, of Portage city, Wisconsin, asking 
‘for an increased volume of currency to the 
- amount of $800,000,000; which was referred 
i to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
Valentine Hylton, of Patrick county, Virginia; 
of Thomas Trice, of Middlesex county, Vir- 
ginia; of Claiborne Akers, of Patrick county, 
Virginia; of William Critz, of Patrick county, 
Virginia; of H. G. Richardson, of Charlotte 
county, 
Patrick county, Virginia; of John T. Hoskins, 
of Essex county, Virginia; of Jefferson Law- 
son, of Patrick county, Virginia; of Campbell 
B. St. John, of Marion, Smyth county, Vir- 
ginia; of J oem Edwards, of Patrick county, 

irginia; of Charles D. Vest, of Floyd county, 
Virginia; of Henry B. St. Myth, of Barksville, 
Nottaway county, Virginia, and of John Shelor, 
| of Patrick county, Virginia, praying the re- 
| moval of their political disabilities; which 

were referred to the select Committee on the 


Removal of Political Disabilities. 
relation to ventilation of the Halls of the Cap- | 


He also presented the petitions of B. R. 
Battaile, of Westmoreland county, Virginia ; 
of Dr. Samuel C. Smith, of Lunenburg county, 
Virginia; of John T. Lynn, of Loudon county, 
| Virginia; of E. J. H. Redd,of Accomac county, 
| Virginia; of R. H. Baker, of Nansemond 
' county, Virginia, and of William A. Webb, 
of Goochland county, Virginia, praying the 
removal of their political disabilities; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 


: Robinson and others, citizens of Essex county, 
Virginia, in behalf of A. G: D. Roy, praying 
. the removal of his politica! disabilities ; which 
` was referred to the select Committee on the 
! Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. FLANAGAN presented the petition of 
. Zephaniah G. Matthews, of Hopkins county, 
Texas, praying the removal of his political 
disabilities; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 


Mr. SCHURZ presented the petition of Mar- 
cùs Ottenburg, praying compensation for ser- 
| vices rendered as chargé @’ affaires of the United 
States to the republic of Mexico; which was 


A i! referred tothe Committee on Foreign Relations. 
for reduction of legacy and succession taxes. . 


= Mr. BOREMAN presented the petitions 
of James H. Ballard and William H. Garland, 
of Albemarle county, Virginia, praying the 
| removal of their political disabilities; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 


| Removal of Political Disabilities. 
_ By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of |. 
David Ruggles, praying for such congressional |, 


Mr. SPRAGUE presented the petition of 
Henry A. Bartlett, captain United States Ma- 


| rine corps, praying compensation for. losses 


sustained by him while in the service of the 
| United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims..  ~ d 

Mr. CONKLING. I presenta memorial of 
the Citizens’ Association of New York, in refer- 


Mr. FENTON presented two memorials of || 


Virginia; of Madison T. Lawson, of ` 


He also presented the petition of Richmond |; 
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ence to a bill incorporating an international 
society of the United States for the promotion 
and protection of immigration. The memorial 
gets forth a state of facts well worthy of the 
attention of Congress touching the treatment 
to which immigrants are subjected. A bill with 
reference to this subject has been introduced 
and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary; and move that this memorial be referred 
to the same committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CONKLING also presented the petition 
of N. H. Wood, of Portage city, Wisconsin, 
praying an increased and elastic volume of 
currency tothe amount of $300,000,000 ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HARLAN. I present the memorial of 
Hon. George W. Jones, formerly a Senator of 
the United States from Iowa, relative to a bill 
now pending, proposing to grant to the city of 
Dubuque a certain lot heretofore used by the 
Catholic church in that city for a burial place. 
The memorialist states that this lot was set 
apart for burial purposes by the commissioner 
of the United States originally, when the city 
was laid off, and has been used bythe Catholic 
church there for that purpose up to this time. 


| He prays that the bill may not be passed, or if 


it should be passed, that time be given to the 


| authorities of the church to make a representa- 
‘ tion of the facts. 
| memorial to the Committee on Private Land 


I move the reference of the 


Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I present a 
memorial of the Providence Tool Company, 
of Providence, Rhode Island; of the Eureka 
Clothes-Wringing Machine Company ; of the 


| Boston Elastic Fabric Company and of C. Mc- 
| Burney; Clapp, Evans & Co. 


; Cutter, Tower 
& Co., and Colby, Brothers & Co., of Water- 
bury, Connecticut, remonstrating against the 
extension of John Young’s patent for washing 
and wringing machines. I move that it lie on 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. EDMUNDS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John W. Salyers,, of 
Indiana, praying for a pension on account o mili- 
tary serviees during the war of 1812, be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, 


On motion of Mr. EDMUNDS, it was 


Ordered, That Catharine Barry have leaveto with- 
draw from the files of the Senate her petition pray- 
ing for a pension. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr.SPENCER, fromthe Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Elizabeth A. Spurgeon, widow of S. N. Spur- 
geon, late sergeant company D, fourth United 
States veteran volunteers, reported a bill (S. 
No. 904) granting a pension to Elizabeth A. 
Spurgeon ; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. i , ; 

Mr. COLE, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred 
a communication. from the War Department 
on the subject, submitted a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill (S. No. 905) to extend Winder’s 
building for the use of the War Department. 
The bill was read and passed to the second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be 
printed. - 

Mr. SCOTT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Moses 


|| Van Name and others, owners of the schooner 


M. Van Name, of New York, praying compen- 
sation for damages caused to her by therevenue- 
cutter Nemaha, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration, which was agreed 
to, and submitted a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H: R. No. 
209) authorizing the Secretary of War to audit 


1870. 


pay the claim of Robert T. Kirkpatrick, a 
Joyal citizen of Tennessee, reported it without 
amendment. : 

Mr. SPRAGUE, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 794) for the relief of H. Lawrence Scott, 
late agent for the sale of internal revenue 
stamps in the thirteenth district of Penusyl- 
vania, reported it without amendment. . 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Claims, 


_ mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 


: mittee will be regarded as agreed to. 


to whom was referred the petition of Charles | 


and Henry W. Spencer, of St. Louis, Missouri, 
praying relief for an allege illegal seizure of 
their boat “O. K.” at 


gether with the cargo of the boat, submitted a 


adrid, Missouri, to- : 


report thereon, accom anied by a bill (S. No. | 


906) for the 
Henry W. Spencer. The bill was read and 
passed to the second reading, and the report 
was ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


relief of Charles Spencer and ' 


! 9 


Yr, CONKLING asked, and by unanimous :! 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


Yo. 907) to aid in establishing and developing 
commercial intercourse and provide for carry- 


, tion No. 86. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from || 


ing the mails between the United States and | 


the countries lying on the west coast of South | 


America; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is a bill the found- 
ation of which is mail service. I move that it 
be printed and referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Vr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 908) to grant lands to the Alabama and 


by its title, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
909) for the relief of Albert Tracy ; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit: 
tee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN. In the same connection I 
desire to present an amendment which I shall 
propose to that bill, and which I move be re- 
ferred to the same committee, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. THAYER asked, and by unanimons | 


: order, Mr. Presiden 


< regular order. 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 910):for the relief of John E. Wheeler; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 


the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered | 


to be printed. 
ARTIFICIAL LIMBS TO SOLDIERS 


Mr. WILSON. I ask the unanimons con- 
sent of the Senate to take up House bill No, 
785, to vines for furnishing artificial limbs to 
disabled soldiers. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there are no 
Senate resolutions—there appear to be none— 
the Senator from Massachusetts asks the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill mentioned by him. 
Is there objection ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be reported at 
length for information, in order that we may 
see how it stands. - It will save reading in com- 


mittee. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be re- 
ported, subject to objection. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the bill be reported | 


as it will stand if amended as proposed by the 

Committee on Military Affairs. 
The Secrerary. ‘Ihe Committee on Mili- 

tary Affairs report in favor of striking out all 


of the bill except the first clause, in the follow- | 


ing words: 


That every soldier who was disabled during the || 


late war for the sup i i 
t pression of the rebellion, and 
who was furnished by the War Department with an 
artificial limb or apparatus for resection, shali be 
entitled to receive a new limb or apparatus as soon 
a er the passage of this act as the same can be prac- 
icably furnished, and at the expiration of every fivo 
years thereafter, under such regulations as may be 
prescribed by the Surgeon General of the Army. . 


Mr. WILSON. ‘The other sections of the 


\ 


' ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 


Tennessee Railroad Company ; which was read _ the House bill granting a pension to Mrs. Lin- 


’ te havea billtaken up and read for information. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the regalar || 


| iş now on the Calendar of resolutions. The 


| The Secretary will report it. 


; senting his credentials until the passage of the reso- | 


bill have been stricken out by the committee, 
and the bill now presents the simple question 
of farnishing these artificial limbs to disabled 
soldiers. J hope it will be put upon its passage. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate,as in Com- 


bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the amendment reported by the com- 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend 

t 
was ordered that the amendment be engrossed 
and the bill read a third time. The bill was 
read the third time, and passed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

= Mr. STEWART.. Mr. President—— 
` Mr. EDMUNDS. I call for the regular 


rder. 
_Mr. STEWART. I should like to pass a 


bill. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. What is it about? 
Mr. STEWART. It is House joint resolu- 


Nevada asks unanimous consent that the Sen- 
ate proceed tò the consideration of House joint 
resolution No. 86. 

Mr. STEWART. It is in. regard to con- 
firming a grant to the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road Company. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I object. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the regular 


order. 
Mr. SUMNER. I should like to appeal to 
the Senate for unanimous consent to take up 


coln. Let us have a vote upon that. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the regular 


t 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senstor from 
Vermont insists on the regular order. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator from 
Vermont propose to object to considering this 
House bill? fk 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator from Ver- 
mont does exactly what he says, insists on the 


Mr. SPENCER. I ask unanimous consent , 


order. . 2 Ant 
0O. B. HART. shg 


The VICEPRESIDENT. The Senatot from 
Vermont insists on the regular order, which 


only resolution pending isa resolution reported 
favorably by the Committee to Audit and Con- 
trol the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 


The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to pay, out of the contingent fand of the 
Senate, to Q. B. Hart, claimant of sseat inthe Senato 
from the State of Florida, the usual mileage of a 
Senator and the monthly pay from the date of pre- 


lution declaring him not entitled to % seat. 
Mr. STEWART.: Imovethatthatbe passed | 


over. 
Mr. HOWE. ‘Why shall we not act on it? 
Let us just takë the vote. — PE OF he 
Mr. STEWART. Very well; I withdraw the 
motion. ` NPs ; 
Mr. McDONALD. I desire that an order 
be made to allow the Commissioner of Internal | 
Revenue to withdraw report, in order to make 
a verbal correction. f 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the regniar order 
cludes that at present. The Senator must 
withhold his motion until some ‘other time. 
The Senator from Vermont insists on the reg- 
ular order, and the question is on agreeing to 
the resolution reported by the Committee to | 
Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 


_A demand for 


the Senate, relativeto making a certain payment | 


to O. B. Hart. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


has been made, which pre- | 


THR CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i presen 


3349 


WITHDRAWAL OF EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


Mr. STEWART. I now move to take up 
House joint resolution No. 86. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The legislative, 


|| executive, and judicial appropriation bill is 
_now before the Senate, the morning business 
: having been concluded, and the Senator from 
; Nevada moves—— 


Mr. STEWART. To pass that over for the 


t. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nevada moves to postpone the present 
and all other orders for the purpose of consid- 
ering the bill indicated by him. 

Several SENATORS. hat is it? 

Mr. MeDONALD. Will the Senator from 
Nevada yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. STEWART. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. McDONALD. I send to the desk a 
letter tobe read. ` 

The Secretary read as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OPFICR OF INTERNAL REVENUE, 
WASHINGTON, May 10, 1870. 


Sır: I have the honor to request the Senate to 
return to this office for a few verbal corrections the 
report_of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
dated March 25, 1870, in response to Senateresolution 
of March 11, 1870, calling for information relative to 


the Tice spirit-meter. 
J. W. DOUGEASS, 
Acting Commissioner of Internal Revenue. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the request of the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue will be granted. It is so 
ordered. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. STEWART. .I renew my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Nevada moves to pass over the present and 
all other orders for the purpose of considering 
House joint resolution No. 86, in regard to the 
suspension of the sale of certain lands in Cali- 


| fornia. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that be read for 
information. wå 

Mr. STEWART. Let the substitate of the 
committee be reported.. | J 

The Chief Clerk read the substitute reported 
by the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Nevada. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President-—- 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
not debatable except by unanimous consent. 
The joint resolution is not before the Senate, 
The motion is simply to take it up. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I hope it will not be 
taken up at this time. TA: 

Mr. STEWART. I hope it will.. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motian of 
the Senator from Nevada is to pass over the 
present and all other orders. for the purpose 
of considering this joint resolution. 

The motion was agreed to, there being, ona 
division—ayes 22, noes 15; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution (H. R, No. 86) in 
regard to the suspension of the sale of -certain 
lands in California, the question being on the 
amendment reported by the Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad, which was to strike out all of 
theoriginal resolution after theresolving clause 
and to insert in lieu thereof the following: 
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- Mr. STEWART. I will explain the propo- 
aition. Jt makes no additional grant of land, 
but remedies a technical defect. In the act of |; 
1866, making a grant of land for the Atlantic H| 
and Pacific railroad, the eighteenth section 
provided: 

“That the Southern Pacific railroad, a company 
incorporated under the laws of the State of Califor- 


nia, is hereby authorized to connect with the said 
Atlantic and Pacific railroad formed under this act 
at such point near the boundary line of the State of 
California as they deem most suitable for a railroad 
line to San Francisco, and shall havea uniform gauge 
and rate of freight or fare with said road; and in con- 
sideration thereof, to aid in itsconstruction,shall have 
similar grants of land, subject to all the conditions 
and limitations herein provided, and shall be required 
toconstruct its road on thelike regulations as to time 
and manner with tho Atlantio and Pacific railroad 


herein provided for.’ 

In pursuance of this provision, on the 3d 
day of January, 1867, the company filed a map 
of the route from San José to the Colorado 
river on the thirty-fifth parallel, taking, as they 
deemed, the most eligible route. The Secre- 
tary of the Interior, in pursuance of that map, 
in May following withdrew the lands granted | 
in aid of the construction of the road. Upon ' 
the faith of tha withdrawal and this grant the 
Southern Pacific Railroad Company purchased | 
the road ranning from San Francisco to San 
José for some three or four million dollars, 
and contracted for the construction of thirty 
miles of road, complying with the conditions 
of the act. They have now invested some 
seven million dollars in the enterprise. Cer- 
tain persons who desired ¢o enter this land by 
means of college scrip, it having been sur- 
veyed and being subject to private entry, 
applied to the Secretary of the Interior to set 
aside this withdrawal for the reason that the 
California charter to the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road Company did not run on that line, and | 
that Congress could notconter upon the com- 

any additional corporate authority. The | 

ecretary of the Interior made an order set- 
ting aside the withdrawal; but upon a resolu- | 
tion being passed through the Senate he 
granted arehearing. That matter was again 
taken up last fall by the Secretary and he came |; 
to the conclusion that the former raling was 
right, and that there was not a technical com- 
pliance with the California charter. 

The matter was brought up in both Houses - 
and examined by the Committee on the Pacific . 
Railroad in each House, and both committees 
came to the conclusion that the company had : 
acted in good faith and had invested its money 
upon the faith of this grant. They reported 
that there should be some legislation; and a 
similar resolution to the one now pending was 
reported in both Houses by the Committee on 
the Pacific Railroad. . 

Pending these proceedings the Legislature 
of California, in order that the grant might not 
be lost, passed an act, a copy of which f send 
to the Chair, enlerging the powers of this cor- :' 
poration and saying that the company might 
have these lands that were withdrawn. I ask | 
for the reading of the act of the Legislature | 
of California passed at its recent session, a few ` 
weeks ago. 

The Secretary read as follows :- 
Stare or CaLirornta, il 

Department of State. 

I, H. I. Nichols, seeretary of State of the Stato i. 
of California, do hereby certify that the annexed is |; 
æ trae, fall, and correct copy of chapter five hundred | 
and seventy-eight of the laws of 1869-70, of said 
State, now on file in my office. i 

1 Witness my. pand and hd great Feal of State, : 
Le 86) Gig or Ap A Do. Oo ernia, the Sth | 
. H. L. NICHOLS, 
Secretary of Siate. | 
By LEW. B. HARRIS, 
i i _. eke Deputy. 
An i 

Telnting to dhe Bouhers Parida hailrosd Com: 

pany. 

_ The people of the State of California, represented 
in senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

Szcrion 1. Whereas, by tho provisionsof a certain 
act of Congress of the United States of America, enti- 
led “An act granting lands to aid in the construc- 

ion of a railroad and telegraph line from San Fran- 
cisco to the eastern line of the State of California,” || 


i California; 
more fully and completely comply 
' form the requirements, provisions, 


' Congress now in 
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approved July 27, 1966, certain grants were made 
to, and certain rights, privile powers, and author- 
ity, were vestod in and conferred upon the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company, acorporation daly organ- 
ized and oxisting under the laws of the Stato of 
therefore, to enable the said company to 
with and, per- 
and conditions 
of the said act of Congross, and all other acts of 
forco or which may hereafter be 
enacted, the State of California hereby consents to 
said act, and the said company, its successors and 
assigns, are hereby authorized and empowered to 
change the Hine of its railroad so as to reach the 
eastern boundary line of the State of California, by 
such route as the company shall determine tobe the 
most practicable, and to file new and amendatory 
articles of association; and the right, power, and 
privilege is hereby granted to, contcrred upon, and 
vested in them to construct, maintain, and operate, 
by steam or other power, the said railroad and tele- 
graph line mentioned in said acts of Congress, hero- 
by conferring upon and vesting in thesaid company, 
its successors and assigns, nÌl the rights, privileges, 
franchises, power, and authority, conferred upon 
granted to, or vested in said company by the sai 
acts of Congress, and any act of Congress which may 
be hereafter enacted. : 

Src. 2. This act shall take effect and be in force 


_ from and after its passage. 


WILLIAM H. HOLDEN, 
President of the Senate. ` 
GEORGE ROGERS, 
Secretary of the Assembly. 
Approved April 4, 1870. 
H. H. HAIGHT, Governor. 


(Indorsed.] 
Senate bill No. 668. 
Passed the senate March 31, A. D. 1870. 
JOSEPH ROBERTS, jr., 
Sceretary of the Senate. 


Passed the assembly March 31, A. D. 1870. 
ROBERT FERRAL, > 
Clerk of the Assembly, 

Mr. STEWART. I will state in addition 
that the line upon which the map was filed in 
order to reach the Colorado river on the thirty- 
fifth parallel is about three hundred miles 
shorter than it would be to have followed the 


: route indicated by the charter ; that is, down the ' 
coast to San Diego, and thence up to the thirty- | 


fifth parallel. 


three hundred miles in length, and is the route | 


upon which the company desire to build. 


I will state further, for the benefit of those | 
who think this is an enormous grant, that the | 


company gets very little land on this route on 
account of large Spanish grants, and the pri- 


I| vate entries, and the swamp and overflowed 


lands that were taken through the Sierra Ne- 
vada. Taking it from San José to the Tejon 
or Tchatchiefie pass, through the San Joaquin 
valley, a distance of two hundred and forty 


` miles, the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office estimates that the alternate sections will |' 


amount to a million and a half acres, which 
is a little less than one section to the mile. It 


is true they can go ten miles further to make » 


up deficiencies. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I should like to inquire ` 


of my friend, the Senator from Nevada, upon 


_ what ground does he make that statement? 


Mr. STEWART. I state it from a letter 
which I hold in my hand from the- Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Because the report of 
the Secretary of the Interior, which was laid 


: on the desks of Senators last December, states 
: it at seven million acres. 


Mr. STEWART. The report of the Secre- 


‘ tary of the Interior is made up, like a great 


many statements, by taking it for granted that 
it was all public land. I have had an invest 


igation made on this subject, which has taken | 


some weeks, and the Commissioner says: 


“From San José to Tejon pass itis estimated at 
two hundred and forty miles, and ten alternate sec- 


l! tions to the mile on each side of a drawn line will 
: make fifteen hundred thousand acres.” 


Which is a little less than one section to the 
mile. It is true they can go ten miles farther 
on each side to make up deficiencies. The 
Commissioner has not estimated that. 


amount—the whole amount will be less than a 


section and a half to the mile that this road | 


gets. , 
The company have invested more money of 


It makes a difference of about ' 


But | 
| suppose that that will give seven handred thou: 
! sand acres more—it will not probably give that 
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their own on this road than any other of the 
Pacific railroad companies have, except tho 
Central and Union roads and their branches, 
They have purchased the San José road, have 
| built thirty miles; and I will state that the 
thirty miles already built are on an undisputed 
line. There is no dispute whatever about that 
section. This proposition is intended simply 
to do away with technical difficulties and give 
to this company what Congress intended it 
should have originally, and what the company 
' is entitled to by its good faith and by comply. 
` ing with the law. Thatis all that it is proposed 


: to do. 

. Mr. CASSERLY. Had I been allowed, 
. awhile ago, to state to the Senate the reasons 
i; for my desire, then expressed, to postpone this 
| joint resolution for to-day, I think the Senate 
| would have agreed with me. The Senator from 
| Nevadais well aware, though the great majority 
'| of the Senate is not, that probably I shall not 
i! object to the passage of this resolution provided 
it can be so amended as to protect the interests 
of the large number of persons who have actu- 
ally settled on the lands affected by the reso- 
lution. 

In the beginning of this session I was in- 
structed by the Legislature of my own State to 
resist the grant of lands to the South Pacific 
Railroad Company proposed by the pending 
measure. In other words, I was instructed to 
sustain the decision of the Secretary of the 
` Interior annulling the withdrawal of lands made 
‘on account of this road, as having been made 
in violation of law. Since those instructions 
were received the Legislature of my State, for 
reasons satisfactory to itself, and which I 
i assume were reasons of great public policy, 
: receded from its first position in regard to these 
i lands, and passed the act which the Senator 
i, from Nevada has just read. The effect of that 


il act is, so far as the State of California can, to 
ii validate the previous withdrawal of lands made 
i in the Department of the Interior on account 
| of this road. 1 have therefore no desire either 
| to commence, or to continue if commenced by 
|| another, any contest with the company in its 
|! efforts to obtain the benefit of the lands as 
| withdrawn by the Department of the Interior. 
My desire to defer for to-day the consider- 

| ation of this measure was prompted by a dif- 

ferent reason. In December last, in reply to 
| a resolution offered by me, and which the Sen- 

|| ate did me the honor to adopt, the Secretary 
| of the Interior made a report, which was laid 


' upon the tables of Senators, but which in the 
|| interval has doubtless been forgotten by them. 
: That report gives a clear and connected his- 
tory of the whole transaction of the’ with- 
‘ drawal of the lands in this case and the subse- 
` quent rescinding of that withdrawal. It also 
shows something else, which is more important 
to my present position, because it shows that 
on the entire tract withdrawn on account of 
- the railroad company, which is about seventeen 
: million acres, there were at the date of the 
‘report, December 21, 1869, more than two 
‘| thousand actual settlers. These are the peo- 
ple whom I want to see protected in the pas- 
sage of this joint resolution. 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator allow 
|| me to say a word with regard to that point? 
i| Those were settlers previous to the withdrawal, 
| and they are not disturbed. I also addressed 
~ an inquiry to the Commissioner of the General 
'' Land Office as to whether there were any set- 
| tlers on these lands since then, and in his reply 
| he says: 

“In this connection I have tho honor tostate hat 
| after the withdrawal getilers cannot file on the od 


li sections unless settlement is made prior to with- 
l drawal.” 

t 

{ 


| These are settlements that were made prior to 
| the withdrawal, and are not affected by the reso- 
‘lution, I ought to state farther, in explana- 
| tion—— 

| Mr. CASSERLY. Icannot consent to allow 
| the Senator from Nevada to make a speech in 
the middle of my remarks. l 


i 


l 


1870. 


The VICE PRESIDE NT. The Senator from 
California resumes the floor. 

Mr. STEWART. _1] want to get at the facts. 

The VICE PRESI DENT. The Senator from 
California declines to yield further. 

Mr. CASSERLY. If the Senator, has any 
fact to state without a speech upon it I have 
no objection to his stating 1t. , 

Mr. STEWART. I was amps about to 
state, in regard to those settlers, that they were 
settlers who made their paler prior to 
the withdrawal, and the ted, 
their favor in this estimate, because their title 
js not affected by the withdrawal. 

Mr. CASSERLY. It is difficult to argue 
upon any state of facts with the Senator from 
Nevada, because, hat | 
his own knowledge, which in this case must be 
extremely limited for him or for anybody, and 
the inferences he draws from the papers before 
him, which the papers do not sustain, a dis- 
cusssion with him must be very fruitless. I 

refer to rely on the papers themeelves. The 


etter which the Senator has read from the | 
Commissioner of the General Land Office | 
comes very far short of sustaining his asser- | 


tion that the two thousand settlers on these 
lands had settled on them before the with- 
drawal. All that the letter says is that settlers 
cannot file upon lands which have been with- 
drawn. What I said was that there were more 
than two thousand actual settlers upon this 
tract of seventeen millions. I said so because 
the report of the Secretary of the Interior says 
so. My resolution of inquiry was as to the 


number of ‘‘settlers located on the lands | 
withdrawn.” He reports that there were two | 


thousand. and sixty-seven. He does not 
speak of settlers who had filed upon the lands, 
bat of settlers who had ‘located’? on them. 
But if these are settlera who went on after 
the withdrawal why not protect them? I 
know well what will be the claim of tbe 
Senator from Nevada. He will say that set- 
tlers, after the withdrawal, were not lawfully 
here, because there can be no valid settle- 
went on lands once withdrawn. 


But Senators | 


and is-deducted in || tion. 
|| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator from 


taking what he states as of || 


will perceive that this is a question of an’ 


illegal withdrawal, of a void withdrawal, of a || 


withdrawal pronounced void by the jadgment 
twice rendered by the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior—pronounced legally void by the report of 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroad sent in 
here with the very bill now before us. 
these concurring judgments the withdrawal 
was illegal and void: On what ground, there- 
fore, can the Senator call on the Senate to over- 
look the: equities of men who; knowing the 
withdrawal was illegal and void, went upon the 
lands which belonged to them as a portion of 
the people of the country? ` 

My present impression is that I shall offer 
no opposition to the passage of the resolution ; 
but 1 should be ashamed of myself if I could 
sit here and permit the rights of two thousand 
people who have gone upon lands which were 
pabliclands, and. bad not been withdrawn from 
the operation of the general land system: by 
any legal act of any Department, to. be. swal- 
lowed up in a railroad bill without raising my 
voice in their behalf. For their sake I ask that. 
the further consideration of. this measure may 
be postponed until to-morrow or the day after, 
in order that we may act intelligently for their 
protection. . 

Mr. MORRILL. of Maine. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California: moves to postpone the further con- 
sideration of this joint resolution. 

“Mr. STEWART, I hope that will not þe 

done. Jt is very hard to get up bills here. - 

Mr. CASSERLY. I gave way to the Sen- 
ator from Maine. I did not give way to the 
Senator from Nevada. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I hope the vote 
will be taken on the motion to postpone. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
postpone is debatable. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Imove, then, to 


By all | 


pass over this joint resolution, with a view to 
proceed to the consideration of the appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I have no objection. 

Mr. STEWART. I appeal to the Senator 
from Maine to let us have a few minutes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘This motion is 
not debatable. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Ne- 
vada had better let this matter go over. ‘The 
Senator from California makes a fair proposi- 


Nevada must perceive that his bill will be 
debated. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senatorfrom 
Maine moves to pass over this joint resolution 
| for the purpose of resuming the consideration 
of the legislative, executive, and judicial appro- 
priation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Private 
Secretary, announced that the President had 
this day approved and signed the bill (S. No. 
369) to establish an additional lond district in 
the State of Kansas. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


On motion of Mr. SAULSBURY, it was 


Ordered, That five hundred additional copies of 
the letter of the Secretary of War, and five hundred 
additional copies of the letter of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, relative to the surveys which have been 
made in the harbor at the Delaware breakwater, 
with a view to the ereotion of a pier at Lewes, be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


|| A message from the House of Representa- 


| tives, by Mr. McPazason, its Clerk, announced 
| that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
. 1977) to supply a deficiency in the appropria- 


i 


i from Territories for the fiscal year ending June 
! 80, in the year 1870, in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate. - 

BILL RECOMMITTED. 


On motion of Mr. SPENCER, it was 


mittee on Commerce. : 
PRINTING OF A PRTITION. 


“Mr. CONKLING. I move that an order be 

entered to print the memorial of the Citizens’ 
Association of New York, which is quite brief, 
that I presented this morning. I think it ought 
to be printed. 


. a 


The motion was agreed to. 
LEGISLATIVE, ETO., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate; as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
No. 974) making appropriations for the legis- 


June, 1871. 

The VIC 
fore the adjournment, the Senate unanimously 
agreed that on the resumption of the consider- 


on the amendment reported from the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds by the 
Senator from Vermont, [ Mr. MORRILL, | for the 
building of a new State Department, without 
further debate. The Secretary will report the 
amendment. ` . 

The Secretary. The amendment is to 
insert the following as a new section : 

BRO, —. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$500,000 be, and hereby is, appropriated, out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not. otherwise appropri- 
ated, for the construction, r 
the Secretary of State, on the southerly portion of 
the premises now occupied by the War and Navy 
Departments, of a building which will form thes ‘uth 
wing of a building that, when completed, will be 
similar in the ground plan and dimensions to the 
‘Treasury building, and provide accommodations for 
the State, War, and Navy Departments; the build- 
ing to be of such kind of stone as may be hereafter 


lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the | 
Government for the year ending the 30th of | tt : 

po ; ; |, who are here while the Senate is in session, as 
E PRESIDENT. Last night, be- | 


ation of this bill to-day the Senate would vote | 


| quorum. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. I -entirely agree with 


under the direction of | 


| tion for compensation and mileage of members | 
_ ofthe House of Representatives. and Delegates | 


Ordered, That the bill (H. R. No. 1669) forthe relief |; 
of Harriet E. Parker be recommitted to the Com- i| 
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| know what we are about. : k 
|; here employed that I think a large portion of 
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and attic; the height of tho pavilions te be increased 


if necessary; the building to be of fire-proof con- 
struction, and in the renaissance style of architeo- 
ture; the plans to be approved by the Secretary. of 
State, the Secretary of War, and Secretary of the 
Navy before any money is expended under the proe 
visions of this act. 

Mr. COLE. I hardly think we onght to 
confine it to a particular style of architecture. 
We had better leave that to the good taste of 
the architect. I suggest to the chairman of 
the committee that we might with propriety 
strike out the provision as to the style of archi- 


! tecture. The architecture of the public build- 


ings thus far in this city is of a very fine order, 
and in good taste. ‘The proposition now is to 
adopt, instead of the ancient style we have 
adhered to so closely, a modern style. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I do not 


| desire to debate the question, and I hopea 


member of the committee will not do so, be- 
cause there was an agreement to vote without 
debate. ‘The plan is already prepared, and I 
think nobody will disapprove of it. 

Mr. COLE. I am very much in favor of 


| the building, of course—— 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I must remind 


| the Senator that there was an agreement to 


vote without debate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That is for Sen- 


Mr. COLE. I did not understand that. I 
ma not present when any such agreement was 
made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That was the 
understanding agreed to at near eleven o'clock 
last evening. 

Mr. MORTON. I do not wish to violate 
any understanding. I was not here last night. 
I think it would be highly improper to adopt 
this amendment in this way, determining the 
style of the building, without knowing anything 
about it, whether it will cost six, seven, or ten 
million dollars. It is taking a leap in the dark. 
I think we ought to know what we are about 
before we make an appropriation to start a 
building which, once started in a particular way, 
must be completed in that way. We do not 
There are terms 


i| ators to enforce, and not the Chair. 


the Senate do not know what they mean; I 
know I do not. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. I desire to observe to the 
Senator from Indiana that the proposition that 
the question should be taken without debate 
was suggested when the Senate had but four 
or five members in their seats, and can hardly 
be binding on theSenate. A question of such 
great interest should receive the attention of 
Senators who may not have been in their seats 
at that time. i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I hope my hon- 
orable friend will not take thatexception. [take 
it that during the session of the Senate the 
Senators who absent themselves are bound by 
the action of the Senate. [*“ Certainly.” ] 
They are bound by the acts of the members 


and share 


if they chose to remain in their seats 
If that is 


in the deliberations of the Senate. 


| not to be the case, I shali oppose most str2nu- 


ously those sessions which leave us without a 


what the Senator from Maine has said. I was 
not here when that arrangement was mide; 
but I should by no means violate it. T should be 
very glad to have the opportunity of saying a 
word in reply to the Senator from Indiena; 


| but if understandings among ourselves arə to 


amount to anything, those Senators who are 
not here when the understandings are made 


i certainly should not come in and object to 
| carrying them out. - 


| Mr.SUMNER. I willremark that this prop- 


the Senate. 
“now, 
determined, three stories in height, with basement ii 


osition will be open to consideration at the 
next stage of the bill when it is reporte to 
Therefore, it may be voted on 
and at the next staye Senators will have 
an opportunity of speakii:g on the question. 
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Mr. COLE. - I wish to state to the chairman || ated out of any moneys in the Troasury not other- 


of the committee and the Senate distinctly 
that I knew of no such understanding. If I 
had, I would not have made any remark. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. MORTON. I call forthe yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 41, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Backingham, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, 
Davis, Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, Flanagan, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Howe, 
Johnston, Lewis, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Mor- 
rillof Vermont, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Ramsey, 
Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, Stewart, 
Stockton, Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbull, Vick- 
ers, Warner, and Willoy—1. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Casaerly, Chagdler, Cragin, Haor- 
lan, Harris, Howell, Kellogg, orton, Pratt,, Ross, 
Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, Spraguo, and Yates—15, 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Cameron, Carpenter, 
Cattell, Fenton, Fowler, Gilbert, Howard, McCroery, 
Norton, Pomeroy, Pool, Revels, Thurman, Williams, 
und Wilson—16. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I now offer 
another amendment from the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, to enlarge the 
grounds surrounding the Capitol. I believe the 
Clerk has a copy of it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. . The amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment, which 
was to add the following sections to the bill: 


And be it further enacted, That the public grounds | 


surrounding the Capitol shall be enlarged, (accord- 
ing to the plan approved by tho Committees on 
Public Buildings of the Senate and Houseof Repre- 
sentatives, respectively, which plan is hereby di- 
rected to be deposited in the custody of the Secretary 


of the Interior,) by extension between First street | 


east and First street west, in the following manner: 
northwardly to the south side of north B street, and 


£ ard! th h sid south tid- i. : ; 
outhwardlş to the north side of south B street, in ii passed by the Senate during the war, though it 


cluding, in addition to so much of tho reservations, 
avenues, and streets ag are necessary for such ex- 
tension, the two squares designated on the plan of 
the city of Washington as Nos. 687 and 683, respect- 


ively. 

And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Interior to purchase from the 
owner or owners thereof, at such price, not exceeding 
itsactual eash value, as may be mutually agreed on 
between the Secretary aad such owner or owners, 
and not exceeding the appraisal mado by the com- 
mission of nine in their report to Robert Ould, 
United States district attorney for the District of 
Columbia, on the 2lst day of January, 186], such 
private property as may be necessary for carrying 
this act into effect, the value of the property so pur- 
chased to be paid to the owner or owners thereof out 


ef any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 


priated_on the requisition of said Secretary: Pro- 
vided, That before sich payment shall be made the 
owner or owners of the property purchased shall, by 
good wnd sufücient deed or deeds, in due form of 
jaw, and approved by the Attorney General of the 
United States, fully release and convey to the United 
States all thoir and each of theirseveral and respect- 
ive rights in said titles to such landa and property so 
purchased, i , 

And be it farther enacted, That if the Secretary of 
the Interior shall not be able to agree with the owner 
or owners of any privato property needed for the 
purposes of this act upon the price to be paid there- 
for, or if for any other cause he shall be unable to 
obtain the title to any such property by mutual 
agreement with the owner or owners thereof, itshall 
be his duty to make application to thesupreme court 


of the District of Columbia, which court is hereby - 


authorised and required, upon such application,-in 
such mode and under such rules and regulations as 
it may adopt, to make a just and equitable appraise- 
ment of the cash value of the several interests of 
each and every owner of thereal estate and improve- 
ments thereon necessary, to be taken for the publio 
use, in accordance with the provisions of this act, and 
to which the Secretary has been unable to obtain 
the title by mutual agreement with the owner or 
owners thereof: : i 
. And be it further enacted, That, the fee-simple of all 


premises so appropriated for public use, of which an 


appraisement shall have been made under the order | 


and direction of said court, shall, upon payment to 
the owner or owners respectively of the appraised 
~alue, or in case the said owner or owners refuse or 
r egiect for fifteen daysafter the appraisement of the 
cash valua of said lands and improvements by said 
zourt to demand the same from the Secretary of the 
Ynterior, upon depositing the said appraised value 
in the said court to the credit of sach owner or own- 


crs respectively, be vested. in the United States; . 
nnd the Secretary of the Interior is hereby author- ; 


ized and required to pay to the several owner or 
owners respectively the appraised value of the sev- 
eral premises as specified in the appraisement of 
taid court, or pay into court by deposit, as herein- 
before provided, the said appraised values; and the 


sum necessary for such purpose is hereby appropri- | 


i porated into them. 


wise appropriated, 


An 


issue any 


nited States; and as to other costs which may arise, 


they shall be charged or taxed as the court may 
irect. 
‘And be it further enacted, That no delay in making | 
an asscssmont of compensation or in taking posses-_ ; 
sion shall be occasioned by any doubt which may | 
arise as to the ownership of the property or any part |: 
thereof, or as to the interests of therespective owners, | i ; 
' posed to take one square on each side of the 


but in such casos tho court shall require adeposit of 
the moncy allowed as compensation for the whole 
pro erty orthepartin dispute. In all cases, as soon 
as 
tion assessod, or secured its payment by a deposit of 
money, under tho order of the court, possession of 
the property may be taken. . 

‘And be it further enacted, That tho Washington and 


Capitol grounds, as hereby established, and to run 
the same as they may be directed trom time to time 
by the officer in charge of the public buildings and 


essary. 

‘And be it further enacted, That tho sum of $50,000 is 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by 
the direction of the 


ing, filling up, removing buildings, and 


Capitol, as herein enlarged; and the Secretary of the 


Interior is hereby authorized tosell at public auction | 


suck materials in the buildings in squares No. 687 and 
688 as are not necessary for the public works in this 
District; and further, that the moneys realized by 


such sales shall be applied to the improvement and | 


extension of the Capitol grounds. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi- 
dent, this is an old acquaintance of the Senate, 
the amendment being almost identical in lan- 
guage with a bill that has twice before passed 
the Senate almost unanimously. Having been 


was deemed proper to complete the Capitol, it 


was thought advisable on the part of the House | 
| to wait until the Capitol was finished before | 
final action should be had upon the extension | 


of the grounds. Senators who have taken 
notice of the grounds will see that we own two 


_ squares now on the west side of the Capitol, 


north and south, more than hag been hitherto 


i improved. In order to complete the symmet- 
© rical form of the grounds it is necessary that. 
.. the two squares on the east side should be pur- 


chased and incorporated into the grounds, which 
will then be none too large for this most beau- 


tiful and magnificent building that has been | 


erected within the last ten yenrs. 

' Mr. President, I present this as a measure 
of sheer economy. 
taken these squares when it was first proposed 
to take them they could have been obtained 
for one half the price for which they can now 
be obtained. The Congress of. the United 


States from time to time has had this subject | 


under consideration, and has had all the titles 


investigated, with a view of incorporating these || 
i| to be abandoned or considered as a new appro- 
| priation, as it undoubtedly is. . That ought to 
il be regarded as a rule. 
. sult with all the proprietors, and have ascer- | 
tained about what they will be willing to accept | 
as the price of the property owned by them, ' 
‘ and it is ascertained that it will cost a fraction 
:- over $500,000, if a mutual agreement should — 
i| If the Senator will modify the form of. this 
‘| amendment, if he will say how much of this 
`; condemned, whether it would be appraised at . 


two squares into the Capitol grounds. The 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
within the last year have had parties to con- 


be had. If the squares should be taken pos- 
session of under process of law-and the land be. 


so much or appraised at more, is beyond the 
knowledge of the committee. 

But itis so obviously a matter of economy, 
that if ever these two squares are to be incor- 
porated in the public grounds it should be done 


now, that I think it can need noargament. Any © 
Senator who has ever observed the grounds at 
' all will at once concede that they will not be | 
any too large, if large enough, after these two | 
, squares shall have been purchased and incor- 

Until this can be done it | 
\i is manifestly impossible to properly lay out 
| and improve the squares we already own. I 


e il further enacted, That said court may direct: 
the time and manner in which possession of the prop- ' 
erty condemned shall be takon or delivored, and ;, 

| may, if necessary, enforce any ordor 0: 

; process for giving possession. The costs occasioned 

| by the inquiry and assessment shall be paid by the 


. Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


o United States shall have paid the compensa- K 


roas- | 


ecretary of the Interior, under : 
the supervision of tho architect of the Capitol exten- | 
' sion, in grad |; 
improving the publio grounds and streets around the i 


If the Government had : 


do not desire to occupy further time of the Sen- 
ate on the amendment unless it should be necese 
sary in the progress of the debate. 

Mr. CORBETT. I should like to ask the 


| Senator whether the two blocks to which he 
© has referred are those on either side of the 


uare in frant of the Capitol? 

Yes, sir. 
Mr. CORBETT, That are now occupied 

by buildings ? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CORBETT. I understand it is pro- 


east front? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. It takes the square 


| where Whitney's corner is and the square 
| where the Casparis House is on the other 


Georgetown Rgilroad Company and the Metropoli- i! 
tan Railroad Company be, and they aro hereby, re- i 
quired to remove their tracks, respectively, from the | 


side. 

Mr. POMEROY. Does the Government own 
any of the land about here? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Government owns 


` grounds, as tho grading and filling up of aaid grounds |b to B street north and B street south now. 
: may render nec A 


They own to B street on each side ; and now 
it is proposed to take these other two squares 
to B strect, the square where the Whitney 
House is, and the square where the Casparis 
Honse is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Epmuunps 
in the chair.) The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment reported by the Committee on 


' Public Buildings and Grounds. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. I send to the Chair an 
amendment which I. move under the direction 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations. [Itis 


simply the transfer of a small sum. 
rt. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator 


| will permit, I suggest the propriety now, as the 


Senate is full, of acting upon the amendments 
of the Committee on Appropriations which were 
postponed until we had a full Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. WilltheSenator let me have 
this amendmentacted on, which I have sentto 
the Chair, now? i 

. Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Very well, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts will 
be reported. : ine 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to insert the following: |. ie 


And be st further onacted, That the unexpended 
balance of appropriations on account of the Paria 
exhibition of 1867 shall be applicd, under the super- 
vision of the Secretary of State, to enable citizens of 
tho United States to take part in the proposed inter- 
national exhibition at London in 1871. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Ihave no objection to the 
appropriation of a sum of money to carry out 


| the purpose of thatamendment if the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations think it necessary ; 
` but I give notice now that I shall object to the 


transfer of appropriations and to the transfer 
of balances. lt is-only a cover for appropria- 
tions, and I think ‘from this time forward the 
word “transfer” in an appropriation bill ought 


It is merely another 
name of appropriating money.. Itis commonly 
said, ‘This money is already appropriated 
to another purpose, but is not used, and we 


‘| might as well turn it over to this purpose.” 


That is simply a new appropriation of money. 


money is unexpended and how much is neces- 
sary for the purpose proposed, I may possibly 
be willing to vote for anappropriation. I will 
give the Senator an illustration. By making: a 


= transfer of a fund I ean transfer $40,000,000 
; without attracting the attention of the Senate. 


Mr. SUMNER. I will make an explanation 
which I-think will satisfy my friend. The Sen- 
ator isaware that there is to bean international 
exhibition at London in the coming year, an 
that the. English Government, through their 
minister here, have invited the participation 
of American citizens. The Secretary of State 
has communicated the correspondence on that 


1870. 


subject to the committees of both Houses of 
Congress. The Committee on Foreigu Rela- 


tions of the Senate has had it under consider- | 


ation, and has directed me to report according 
io the recommendation of the Secretary of 


State, and it is to the effect of supplying our | 


agent or commissioner there, who gives his 


own labor gratuitously, with about twelve or ; 


thirteen thousand dollars which is to be ap- 
plied to the purposes of this exhibition. Now, 
it seems on _closil 
great Paris exhibition it was found.that there 
ig a surplus just to this amount. ` 

Mr. SHERMAN. How much? 

Mr. SUMNER. Of twelve or thirteen thou- 
gand dollars; that is all. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Why not appropriate that | 


amount? 


Mr. SUMNER. Then you leave the other 


balance to the credit of the Paris Exposition. ` 


Mr. SHERMAN. ‘That goes to the surplus 


fand by an amendment we adopted yesterday, | were obliged to put it in order, to furnish it, to 


as do all these balances at the end of the fiscal : 


ar. . 
wer. SUMNER. It seemed to me that the 


course proposed was simpler and more original. | 


that on closing the accounts of the | 


i 
i 
| 


The exhibition in London is, if I may say 80, | 


achild of the larger exhibition in Paris. 


who gained so much at the Paris exhibition, 
have certainly a. strong interest in having all 
reasonable facilities at the coming London ex- 
hibition. The proposed appropriation is very 
small. Everybody will seethat it is very small, 
almost trivial. 


to be applied ? 


Itis i| inventions, new discoveries of all kinds, man- 


conceived in the same interest, and our people, | 


| 
| 


Mr. SUMNER. It is to employ agents on . 


the spot, who shall receive the goods and who: 
shall aid American exhibitors: and who shall 
protect their interests. The commissioner 


ferring this unexpended. balance so: that it 
could be used in favorof an exhibition here at 
home, in Washington? ~ | 
Mr. SUMNER. I cannot answer for others. 
My present motion is that it be applied to the 
exhibition at London, for the- benefit of our 
own citizens. j 
Mr. TRUMBULL... If the “Senator from 
Massachusetts will allow me, I should like to 
| ask him before he sits: down how mach was 
| appropriated for the Paris exhibition in all? 
rt. SUMNER. About two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 


! 
i 
1 
t 
\ 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 


the number of agents and commissioners ap- 
pointed by the United States, half of whom 
' received salaries from the Government ; that 
they had associated with them other commis- 
sioners from different States, and then still 
further that they were obliged: to pay for the 
room they occupied at the exhibition; ‘they 


equip it. On this occasion thereis nothing of 
the kind. This exhibition, while it is to be of 
considerable importanee to our people, is to be 
comparatively inexpensive.‘ The exhibition 
will apply especially to the fine arts, scientific 


ufactures, (Including pottery, wool and worsted 
fabrics, ) educational improvements, {includ- 
ing school-buildings, maps, globes, appliances 
for physical training, ) and there will also be an 
exhibition in horticulture associated with it. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I think I am not mis- 


_ , | taken when I say that at the time the first 
Mr. CONKLING. For what purpose is it | 


proposition was made to appropriate money 
for the Paris Exposition it embraced: a very 
small amount of money. Certain Senators 
objected to that appropriation on the ground 


that it would open the door for a very large | 


expenditure of. money before the Paris Expo- 


` sition was completed. Answer was made that 


says: 
“The condition-precedent to the admission of for- 
eign products is’ thatthey shall obtain certificates of E 


admission from their respective Governments. 


That necessitates the presence of an Amer- ' 


ican agent or commissioner, and the Secretary: 


of State has already designated for that. pur- ,! 
pose the gentleman who performed that duty |: 
Paris. The commissioner || 


so acceptably at 
turther says: 


“To comply with this rule, and enable the citizens | 


of the United States to participate in the 
exhibition, the products of applicants mus 
ined and certified by competent judges. 

“This service, I have ro doubt, will be performed 
ina judicious and satisfactory manner gratuitously; 
but there will be some expenses attending the work, 
for which provision is requisite.” 


Now, in reply to the Senator from New York, 
I have here the items:, . 


roposed 
exam- 


ay . i, pe he kes __, Estimate. 
1. Printing and advertising to give suitable 


PUDIICIEY..........cceecedenadecenete $1,000 
2. Office rent for correspondence . 
ings Of COMMISHION.........00--sensrsenecetee stents 2,500 
3, Stationery, blanks, postage, cab hire, and 
office ox penses............ secesoionsecensedesgease enen . 1,500 
4, Warehouse rooms forthe examination ot .,. 
products,andlabor,unpackingandpack- | 
ing, receipt and delivering; Elaona reai 2,000 
5. Clerk hire,.porter, and. assistance in:the’ ©. -- 
Of CO... scessearnecerneosrice gyecetecsarsescoeep verseeryceer» S1000 
6. Reporter to join in the English reports, aş 
proposed by the English commission, to` 
report separately on the exhibition, as : 
the Government may direct......eccereeee B000 
Total ....cecccesscesesces sorveserstersessoerscesnezsoecece $18,000 
G š a E 
It so happens that this sum proposed by the 


commissioner as needed in London represents 
just about the balance which remains of the 
money appropriated to the Paris exhibition. 
it seemed, therefore, on the whole; most. con- 
venient that Congress should simply authorize 
the application of that unexpended balance to 
this purpose. I hope under the circumstances 
the Senate will allow this 
as 16 18. i 

Mr. THAYER. I shoald like to ask my 
friend from Massachusetts and those who are 


in favor of this amendment, and who opposed į 


the making of an appropriation for an exhibi- 
tion in this city, if they would object to trans- 


amendment to pass | 


such would not be the result. It turned out 
that these predictions were eorrect, and that 
the Paris Exposition did cost this country some 
two or three hundred thousand dollars, as was 
. predicted when the first proposition to appro- 
priate $50,000 was made. Now, I desire to 
know if this small appropriation of fifteen or 
twenty thousand doliars for this London expo- 


tare of two or three handred thousand dollars 


i| before we conclude legislation in this: matter. 


Mr. SUMNER: I answer my: friend most 
sincerely, according to my knowledge and con- 
viction, itis not. {Í stated a moment ago that 
this whole exhibition is conceived on a differ- 
ent scale of expense and also of extent from 


| that of Paris; and my own conviction is that 


| the present appropriation is all that: it will re- 
| quire on our part. If there is anything beyond 


'| I have no information with regard to'it; 
|| Then, on the subject of the Paris Exposition, 


| I am not sure that that appropriation even now. 
| ean be open to criticism when we consider its 
amonat, as stated by the Senator; and consider 
ithe result, © o o coeca n oi Ce ap 
| Mr. CONKLING.. T should like-to ask, if- 
the Senator will allow me, about the result. - 
Mr. SUMNER. . Certainly: 2 0" -o ooon: 
Mr. CONKLING: - Does the Senator know 
any American acquainted:with the exhibition 
made at the Paris Exposition who is proud of 
the appearanee of our:country there?) 
Mr. SUMNER. Lam very glad the Senator 
from New York puts tite that question, because 
I happen to have in’ my kand ‘an article, cer’ 
tainly by a very competént person, being Pres- 


United States commissiotier to the Paris Uni- 
versal Exposition, which is publishéd in the 
American: Journal: of Seiéneé and Arts: for 
March of this year} where he-angwers the very 
inquiry of the Senator. ‘“Fhis‘is hot my answer, 
but it is that of Presidett ‘Barnard, who was 
present, and I will read á very brief passage : 

"The United States was not largely represented 
as respects numbers in its own section of the Expos 
sition. The ‘eountry was tod much ocoupied with 


The Senator remembers the 
': scale on which that exhibition was held, and 


sition is to open the door for another expendi» | 


ident Batnard—Fredérick A. P. Barnard | 


THR CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


| not very materially. 
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new and extiaonliuary domestic questions; industry 
Was unsettled in nyany respects; the subjec had not 
attracted the earlicst attention, and tho field was 
very distant. Yet our national exhibit, although 
not extended in scale, was excelled in quality only 
by France itself, and that in no very considerable 
degree, while the percentage of awards relative to 
the number of exhibitors was double the corre- 
sponding percentage for England and her colonies.” 


I think this is an answer to the inquiry of 


i my friend. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi- 
dent, if there is anything lefs of that Paris 
Exposition fund, I say let us save it in the 
Treasury. I am not a very ardent admirer 
of the exhibit we made there. Whenever we 
do make an exhibit of the industry of the 
country I want it to be upon a national scale, 
and one that we can be proud of. This is a 
sort of back-door exhibition on the part of 
England herself; and when we made so poor 
a show at one of the grandest world’s exposi- 
tions ever yet seen; I think so recently there- 
aftér, whether England invites us, or Russia, 
or any other of the European Powers, we had 
better’ remain modest. and ‘quiet for a little 
time until we are ready. I hope this amend- 
ment will not be adopted. If there is a single 
dollar left of the money we appropriated for 
the Paris Exposition I desire to save it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Itis evident that my friend 
did not listen to the testimony which I read 
from: President Barnard. .. 

Mr. ‘MORRILL, of Vermont. :I-not only 
Hstened to it, but I have read it, and I was 
there and saw the Exposition, and I know 
more about it than I choose to tell. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator puts his. tes- 
timony against that of the commissioner? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have turned to the 
official report of the balances of appropriations 
unexpended. The Senator from Massachasetis 
is mistaken somewhat as to the amount, but 
; The amount unexpended 
on the 30th of June last was $18,244 46. Con- 
sequently the amount to be transferred to this 
new exposition will be $18,000 and over. | 

Mr. SUMNER. There have been some ex- 
penditures for printing since, by which it is 


| reduced to about thirteen thousand dollars. 


So I have been told. 
' Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not care about that. 
T want to call attention to these figures again, 


i as they affect a subject we had up last night. 


The. State Department estimated that of the 
whole $18,244: 46 every cent of it was neces- 
sary to close the expenses of the Paris Expo- 
sition... The law requires the heads of Depart- 
ments first to give a statement of the balances 
unexpended, gpa next the amount of those bal- 
ances that will be required for the expenditures 
of the next fiscal year... Strange as it may seem, 
although there was a balance to the credit of 
the State Department under various heads. ot 
appropriation of $1,063,460 41, every dollar 
oF it was estimated as being necessary for the 
expenses of the next fiscal year, and not one 
dollar was carried to the surplus fund. .. ..... 
It seems to me that we onght.to stand: hy the 
proposition we adopted last night; to;carry all 
these balances over to.the. surplus fygd; and 
then if appropriations are needed make them 
ont of new money in the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States: The example now about to beset 
by the Senator from Massachusetts: shows the 
facility with which these transfers can. be made 
and the danger that.is constantly pressing upen 
us, beeause the same plausible. proposition 
might be made to carry over a million dollars 
to the State Department alone-te the service 
of other purposes than. those for which. the 
money was appropriated. ~~ 0 0 50O, 
I do not mean to.express.any. opinion in 
regard to the ‘necessity. of paying any more 
money on account of the Paris Exposition. I 
ani one of.those who think expositions are 
very useful, and I think our own exhibition at 
Paris probably resulted to the people of this 


| country in the saving of .much :more money 


than. the whole‘cost of the Paris Exposition. 
In some: heads or: branches we certainly’ did 
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make a pretty creditable show, and I believe 
we got more out of the Paris Exposition than 
we expended for it. But the thing is ended; 
it was three years ago, and the balance ought 
to have been carried to the surplus fund, under 
the existing law, two years ago. It was not 
done. 
adopted now that will justify this mode of leav- 
ing unexpended balances of appropriation. If 


I trust that no amendment will be | 


Exposition by the Senator from Massachusetts, 

beginning with calling ita very sim ple matter, 

just as he does now, starting out to pay an | 
agent at Paris, till he finally got the Senate l| 
to appropriate $250,000. He even got more | 
than he wanted. It seems he got so much that | 
it could not be used, and now he is starting | 


another exhibition for London to try to find | 


` use for that appropriation. 


the Committee on Foreign Relations say that | 


they wanteleven or twelve thousand dollars—— 


Mr. SUMNER, Thirteen thousand dollars , 


is the sum. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


If they say that that sum 


is needed to start a new show at London I am © 
perfectly willing to acquiesce in the appropri- ; 
ation; but I hope they will do it in an open . 
way, and not by a transfer of an unexpended : 


balance. 


' aware of any additional expense besides the 


Mr. NYE. Do you not think it would be | 


better to appropriate this sum to the Washing- 
ton exhibition rather than send it to London? 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is a question of 
choice. Lleave that to the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. . noe ya oH 

.Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator from 
Ohio move an amendment? : 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir; I will move 
that $13,000 be appropriated in the ordinary 
language of appropriations for the purpose. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have before me the 
Globe containing the debate of February 22, 
1867, when a discussion arose in regard to the 


Paris; and in the debate on that occasion it 
was stated : , 

“When this question was before the Senate at » 
former session we then were applied to on the same 
point ”— 

This was on an application for additional 
sums of money. There had been appropriated 
at that time, according to a statement made by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, $150,000, and 
he then asked an appropriation of $93,000 
more. This debate was upon that subject : 

“When this question was before the Senate at a 
former segsion we then were applied to on the same 
point, and were inquired of by the Senator from Iowa 
(Mr. Grimes) in what sort. of an enterprise we were 
embarking, where it was to load, and whether future 
appropriations would be necessary. In reply to that 
question the Senator from Massachusetts then said: 
*I do not understand that there is any obligation, 
direct or indirect, to any future appropriation on 
this subject.” 


That is what we were assured of by the Sen- 


ator from Massachusetts when he commenced | 


with the Paris universal exhibition. 


* To-day he tells us you have either to abandon 
the thing or make these appropriations.” 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will the Senator |; 


yield to me for one moment, that I may ascer- 
tain whether the amendment is in order? 

_ Mr. SUMNER, I move it under the direc- 
tion of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

_Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. . Was notice 
given of it? l i l 

Mr. SUMNER. Notice was given in oper 
Senate, and a copy communicated to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations. 

_ Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I did not find 
it on my file. I suppose the Senator is right, 
bat I have ‘not the evidence before me. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I find that on the same 
occasion to which I have referred, in some 
remarks which I submitted, I said, alluding to 
the Senator from Massachusetts: 

“Then he did not understand that therd was any 
obligation whatever, direct. or indirect, to make 
‘ature appropriations; and in that way the Senate, 

eguiled by the persuasive manner of the Senator, 
embarked in this exhibition, thought it would cost 
little or nothing to have the country represented 
abroad, to bring to notice its agricultural and min- 
eral and scientific resources, by exhibiting them in 
Europe—' a very simplething,’ hesaid, The Senate 
andCuneress were thus beguiled and led alongto make 
the first appropriation. Indeed, I believeoriginally 
the first resolution did not call for any money. “The 
proposition only fixed the salary of the general agent, 
and it was said to be a very small matter, involving 
no obligation afterward.” 

I will not read the whole of the debate ; I 
only eall attention to it for the purpose of 
showing how we were seduced into the Paris 


i‘ name for taking money out of the Treasury, 


u | priate the. money; and as to this transter 
Universal Exposition that was to take place at | 


. addition has been expended in that way, mak- 


| ning to end, never having voted one farthing, 


Evidently this will | 
lead to another very large expenditure. The |. 
Senator from Massachusetts does not think so | 
to-day. He did not think so when he started |; 
origivally with the Paris Exposition, and [have | 
no doubt he was sincere in it. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. May I ask the Senator a 
question? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. |} 

Mr. SPRAGUE. I ask if the Senator is | 


$300,000 that was charged to our appropriations 
for printing? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam not posted on that 
subject. Ido not know. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. Iam informed that some- 
thing like two hundred thousand dollars in 


ing the whole expense but little short of || 
half a million dollars, perhaps. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That only makes it 
worse; and I think that is a reason why we | 
should not embark in this enterprise now. I 
trust, Mr. President, that we shall not appro: | 


quite agree with what has been said by the 
Senator from Ohio, that it is only another 


and a blind. way of doing it. If we are to 
appropriate money for this purpose, let us do 
it directly and know what we do. I hope the 
amendment.will obtain, and then I hope the 
Senate will vote- down the proposition as 
reported. ; : 
Mr. CHANDLER.. I opposed the appro- 
riation for the Paris Exposition, but my recol- 
ection is that the Senator from Massachusetts’ 
firat proposition was forsomething about twenty 
thousand dollars. I may be in error, but that 
is my recollection. Perhapsit was for the salary 
of the commissioner ; but the whole amount, | 
I think, was about: twenty thousand dollars, 
and the Senator from Massachusetts assured 
the Senate that it was a very trifling matter, 
and there could be no demand for anything 
more. Even so trifling a matter as $20,000 I 
opposed, and I opposed every stage from begin- 


and I shall not vote for this. 
~Mr. SUMNER. This is in England. 
Mr. CHANDLER. ‘That does not help it | 


| much with me. [Laughter.] I hope this prop- ʻi 
| osition will be voted down. 
| spend money at home to better advantage than | 


I think we can 


we can in London, and that it will do more ;! 

od in every respect. hee. a. 

Mr. SUMNER. Idonot like to occupy the 
time of the Senate on thia question. I, how- 
ever, say that I accept willingly the amendment 
of the Senator from Ohio. My simple object, 
and the object of the committee, was to provide 
the means which the Department of State rec- 
ommended in order to give our citizens the op- 
portunity of enjoying the benefits of this expo- | 
sition, and on inquiry we were satisfied that all || 
this could be accomplished by an appropriation || 
of thirteen or. fifteen thousand dollars. | 

Then: it. was- suggested that the better way | 
would be to transfer the unexpended balance 
of the Paris Exposition appropriations. That 
was the first proposition before the Senate. 
Now, the Senator from Ohio moves to amend 
that .by a direct appro riation of a similar 
amount. I have already said I accept that |; 
amendment very freely, my simple object | 
being to obtain an adequate provision. 

And now, sir, as to the chance of any fur- 
ther expenditure, I have already stated that, | 
according to the information supplied to me, : 
I do not think there will be any further call | 
upon Congress. If there should be. it will be | 


a surprise to me. No Senator here will be 
more surprised at it than I shall be. 

Now, the simple question is whetber you 
shall make this little appropriation in order to 
give the citizens of our country the opportunity 
of sharing in the benefits of this exposition. 
Why, air, the Paris Exposition did infinite good 
to the civilization of the age. It advanced man- 
ufactures, the arts, the fine arts, everything 
that enters into civilized life. The proposed 


| exhibition of London, as I have already said, is 


not to be on the same large scale; but it will 
in its way contribute to civilization, and shall 


| not our citizens enjoy the benefits of it? It is 
; a small appropriation, I submit, for the boon 
: we may justly expect. 


I am unwilling to see our people excluded 
from these privileges on this very small ques- 
tion of money. The amount is too small, too 
insignificant to be set up as a bar to the very 
considerable advantages that will be enjoyed. 
Mach. more than this sum will come back to 
the country in increased knowledge—ay, sir, 
jn direct orders addressed to your manufac- 
turers and mechanics, for the machines and 
other articles that will be exhibited there. We 
shall get it all back. We are sowing an acorn 
that will come back an oak. I hope that the 
Senate will make the appropriation. 

Mr. CONKLING. ‘The Senator from Mas- 


 gachusetts says this sum is too insignificant to 


be the object of serious objection. He ought 


I | to have added that it is too insignificant to be 
| available or efficient for the purpose to which 


it is to be devoted. ‘I'welve or thirteen thou- 
sand dollars, as every man must see in the 
light of the experience of the French experi- 
ment, or without it, will never answer this 
purpose. Therefore, however it may be dis- 
guised, we are called upon now to vote whether, 
beginning with this sum, we are going to ap- 
propriate a large amount for this London expo- 
sition. I submit, Mr. President, that we ought 
not to do it; and that we ought not to do it in 
deference to the spirit of the age, if I may bor- 
row an expression. The spirit of the age and 
the progress of civilization, and the cause of 
amelioration generally, I think, will be con- 
served best now in such respects by frugal 
administration, by dismissing and withholding 
as far as we can the burdens which press upon 
the people, not in England nor in London, 
but here, everywhere throughout this broad 
Republic. 

Therefore it seems to me that every time a 
thing like this is presented it is an instance 
of surplusage; itis an instance in which the 
appropriation is not necessary, be it more or 
less; and when, as in this case, a small begin- 
ning implies inevitably a greater end of appro- 
priation, it seems to me that the decency of 
common consistency requires men who indi- 
vidually and as a political party are profess- 


` ing economy and frugality to resist all these 
'| appeals. Therefore, while I am glad that the 


amendment is to take the form suggested by 
the Senator from Ohio, as I trust every propo- 
sition to appropriate money will, to the end 


| that we may do in the light and not in the 


dark what we intend, yet i hope this amend- 
ment will fail, as I hope to see fail every prop- 
osition to appropriate money which need not 
be appropriated now, if indeed it should ever 
be appropriated at all. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi- 
dent, whatever form this appropriation may 
assume, being confined to twelve or thirteen 
thousand dollars, it is just large enough to 
make it contemptible. 1 think if we can only 
reach a vote we can vote it down in any shape, 
and therefore L hope we may be able to take 
the vote without further debate. . 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, a proposi- 
tion is not to be put down by hard words. My 
friend says that it is contemptible——- l 

Mr. MORBILL, of Vermont. In point of 
amount. i 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. Then why does 
the Senator from New York oppose it as open- 
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ing the way to such expense, and adduce it as 
adding to the expenditures of the country? He 
calls for frugality. I offer a specimen of fru- 
gality. Here is a proposition of only $13,000, 
in order to secure to our people opportunities 
worth, 1 will not say how much, but infinitely 
more. Icall that frugality. Then my friend 
from Vermont calls it conlempule, and wishes 
on that account that it shall be voted down. 
In reply to him I content myself with saying 
that the commissioner selected by the Depart- 
ment of State, familiar with the subject, who 
hasacted as commissioner throughout the Paris 
exhibition, and therefore knows the cost, re- 
ports that the total required will be $13,000 ; 
and he gives the items which I have already 
read. Now, sir, I infer from these items and 
this report of the commissioner that this exhi- 
bition is not to be on the scale of the Paris 
exhibition. : 

Here is no open door to subsequent appro- 
priations; but here is-a simple, frugal appro- 
priation in no respect contemptible, because 
it is adequate, and if it is adopted it will open 
the door to very considerable advantages for 
our people. Sir, our position among the na- 
tions as a manufacturing people, as a commer- 
cial people, as a civilized people, has its obli- 
gations. We must take part in the great move- 
ments of civilization, and our people have a 
right to expect through their Government that 
these opportunities shall be secured. Here is 


avery small, simple proposition by which these || 


li 


opportunities shall be secured. Will the Sen- : 


ate of the United States throw itself in the way? 

Mr. YATES. Mr. President, as was re- 
marked by the Senator from New York, this is 
the hour for frugality. This amount will not 
accomplish the object, and as to voting a larger 
amount I do not intend to doit. We under- 
stand that this Congress is a Congress in favor 
of retrenchment and reform. I would make a 
motion, if it were necessary to kill the propo- 
sition of the Senator from Massachusetts, to 
strike out this appropriation of $13,000, and 
insert anappropriation of $18,000 to be applied 
to the purchase of an artificial limb for each 
of our soldiers who lost a leg or an arm in the 


war for the suppression of the rebellion. I` 


know that my friend from Massachusetts is a 
friend of the fine arts and that this exhibition 
would contribute very much perhaps to im- 
provement in the fine arts, especially if the 
appropriation be large enough; but I think 
$13,000 will not help the fine arts very much, 


and Í think at this time, when our argument is |: 
retrenchment and reform, we had better think | 


a little about the rough arts than the fine arts. 
Let us provide for our soldiers, reduce the 
taxes, if we can; and, in regard to every prop- 
osition of this kind where the argument is, ‘‘ It 


is a small sum ; it will not hurt the Treasury,” |; 
let it be remembered thatin the aggregate these || 
small sums amount to more tban. we give to our | 


soldiers; more than we give to what is useful to 


the country. I hope the proposition will not | 


be adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. An- 
THOYY in the chair.) The question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts 


[Mr. Sumner] as modified on the suggestion | 1 t 
|; in the attitude of hostility to the cause of edu- 


of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN. ] 


Mr. SUMNER called for the yeas and nays, | 
and they were ordered; and being taken, » 


tesulted—yeas 12, nays 36; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brownlow, Flanagan, 
Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Nye, Sawyer, Spencer, 
prague, Sumner, Vickers, and Warner—12. 
R YS—Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Boreman, Buck- 
ingham, Casserly, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, 
Cragin, Davis, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, Howe, Howell, 


Johnston, Lewis, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Mor- '; 


rillof Vermont, Osborn, Pratt, 


Sherman, Stewart, Tipton, Trumbull, Willey, Wil- 4 


liams, and Yates—36. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Cameron, Carpenter, 
Cattell, Fowler, Gilbert, Harris, Howard, Kellogg, 
McCreery, Morton, 
Pool, Revels, Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, 
Stockton, Thayer, Thurman, and Wilson—24. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


+ 


Ramsey, Ross, Scott, |: 


Norton, Patterson, Pomeroy, | 


| Mr. WILLIAMS. I desire to oferan amend- 
! ment to come in on page 80, at the end of line 
; Beven hundred and thirty-two. 
' Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I ask my friend 
to allow me now to finish the amendments 
reported by the Committee on Appropriations. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Very well. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to have 
' a vote taken now on the amendment of the 


Committee on Appropriations, on page 34 of | 
the bill. Iask that the amendment be reported, | 


` go that we may see precisely how it stands. 
The CHIEF CLERK. The Committee on Ap- 


` propriations report to amend the clause by 


striking out the words ‘‘one clerk at $1,800; 


: one clerk at $1,600; one clerk at $1,400; | 
one messenger at $840; stationery, $600; | 


library, $1,000; collecting statistics and writ- 
ing and compiling matter for annual and spe- 
cial reports, $3,000; contingencies, $1,260; 
in all, $14,500,” and to insert in lieu thereof 
the words ‘‘and two clerks of class one, in all 
$5,400; so as to read: 


For Commissionor of Education, $3,000; and two || 


clerks of class one, in all $5,400. 


adding the following proviso: 

Provided, That from and after the 30th day of June, 

1870, the clerical furce in the office of said Commis- 
- sioner shall be as in this section authorized. 
Mr. DRAKE. I do not wish to prolong the 
; discussion on this amendment. I would appeal 
to the Senator from Maine, thechairman ofthe 
Committee on Appropriations, to withdraw this 
‘ amendment from this bill. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator will | 


see that the chairman of the committee has no 
control over that. 
committee. Butas the sense of the Senate is 
apparently with the Senator, I submit to him 


This clause of the bill has been amended by | 


It is an amendment of the | 


that we might as well take the vote upon it now. | 


Mr. DRAKE. I should be glad if the chair- 


man would do so much justice to himself, to | 


the committee, and to the Senate as to with- | 


draw his advocacy of the amendment. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
puis it on that ground I have a word to say to 


not ask the judgment of the Senator from 
Missouri on the question of the justice of their 
action. I had occasion to sey that the com- 
mittee reported this amendment in harmony 


with the law ; and standing on the law they do | 
: not understand how it is that. they are obnox- | 


ious to the judgment of the Senate for having 


that the chairman of the committee has said; 


ji and that is the attitude of the committee. 


Now, if the Senate chooses to increase the ser- 
i: vice beyond the provisions of the law, neither 
| the chairman of that committee nor the com- 
| mittee itself has questioned the propriety of 
| so doing. Therefore I submit to my honor- 
i able friend that there isno occasion for making 
, an appeal before the Senate or the country to 


| nervous about this subject at all, though there | 
| had been a great deal of discussion in the di- | 
l 


rection as if the committee were putting itself 


cation. All the comments I have made on 


‘the amendment; and secondly, touching the 
i! question of education, if you please, that this 
| was a very inadequate mode of accomplishing 
‘| what its friends desire. 

| Mr. DRAKE. If the honorable Senator 
from Maine had not interrupted my remarks, 
| he would have perceived in less than a minute 
| after he did interrupt them that there was no 
| occasion for the resentment he has displayed 
| on account of what I said. The appeal to him 
| was based upon the fact that the bill has now 
| been so amended as to get rid of the objection 
| which the committee found to allowing the 
i| House provision to remain in the bill. 


If the Senator | : 
| place. The question ofagriculture, orthe promo- 


I had not felt ' 


- the subject heretofore have been simply by | 
| way of explaining why it was that we moved 


him. The Committee on Appropriations do |, 


done their duty in that regard. That is all || : 
i voluntarily and supported incidentally by small 


relieve the committee from putting themselves ; 
| in the way of what he supposes to be manifest |, 
| justice toward a great cause. 
| 
{ 


The li 


Senate has put on an amendment declaring by 
law what shall be the clerical foree of that 
bureau; and because that had been done, it 
seemed to me to take away the substantive 
ground for the action of the Committee on 
Appropriations in moving to strike out theextra 
provision which the House had inserted in the 
bill. It was solely upon that ground that I 
appealed to the committee to be just to itself; 
that the ground having been removed upon 
which it based its amendment there was no 
longer occasion for the amendment to be 
pressed; not because I wanted to pass any 
censure upon the committee or to comment 
upon its action unfavorably in any way. 

But, Mr. President, as 1 said, I do not wish 
to prolong the debate on this subject. The 
subject has been presented, and in my opinion 
the simple point of choice before the Senate 
to-day is this: whether they will give the Bu- 
reau of Education a sufficient force to work 
with to any effect, or whether they will strangle 
it by suffocation—make it imbecile, and then 
abolish it because of its imbecility. 

Mr. HOWELL. I have a word or two to 
say on this question in addition to what I said 
the other day. Iam opposed, as I said then, 
to this appropriation outside of the provisions 
of law. I do not know for my own part what 
are the functions and what are the purposes 
of this Bureau of Education. Iam convinced 
of one thing, however: if this appropriation 
for the Burean of Education is to amount to 
anything practically the appropriation should 
be $1,000,000 per annum rather than the 
amount named in the bill. 

The Bureau of Education has been compared 
to the bureau of agriculture, and Senators 
have relied upon the advantages which have 
resulted to the country from the bureau of 
agriculture as promising equal advantages 
from a bureau on the subject of education. 
‘There is no similarity whatever between the 
two subjects, or between the operations of the 
Department of Agriculture and the Bureau of 
Education. It is not practicable, in the first 


tion of the agricultural interests of the country, is 
not a subject that the States by legislation take 
hold of and organize so as.to carry it into all 


‘the townships and school districts and neigh- 


borhoods of the country, and actually to manip- 
ulate and support and sustain by provisions 
of law, even under the State laws, a system of 
agriculture. Tbe agricultural departments of 
the States are, as a general thing, organized 


appropriations and by regulations of the State 


| Jaws and State authorities. The United States 


Government can come in and aid those opera- 
tions of the various States of the Union by 
collecting information, by collecting specimens 
of agricultural products in different parts of 
the country and in foreign countries, and thus 
introduce them into the various States, for the 
benefit of the various State agricultural socie- 
ties and the local societies of the country. 
But in this matter of education we have a 
very different subject to deal with. If the 
department of education is to amount to any- 


i thing, as it does in the States, you must, in 


the first place, organize a State department in 
each State, which shall supervise and regulate 
all the schools of the State down to the school 
districts, and take actual practical supervision 
of them; you must-make appropriations by 
law for the support of the schools; and you 
must provide by law that in each school dis- 


| trict taxes may be levied and imposed on the 


citizens of the school district, in accordance 
with State law, for the purpose of supporting 
the schools and promoting education. All 
the provisions in regard to common-school 
education are made by State law, and carried 
out under State superintendence, and brought 
home to the people in the school districts, and 
there manipulated under State authority en- 
tirely. 


Now, how are you to come in with an edu- 


cational bureau from the city of Wadhington 
and mix in this affair of State education under 


the systems of the State organizations of com- | 


mon schools throughout the United States? 
How is it to be done to any practical purpose? 
Are you to come in and take the subject out 
of the hands of the States and run the com- 
mon schools as national institutions? If you 
do not do that, if you interfere in any other 
way than to take the subject out of the hands 
of the States and take it into the hands of the 
national Government, you will only embarrass 
and discourage the cause of education in the 
States ; you will do no good. 

It has been said before that if you confine 
yourselves simply to the collection of statistics 
of information on the subject of education it 
amounts to nothing. All those questions, so 
far us common school education is concerned, 
{and that is what this bureau certainly must 
apply to,) have already been theoretically and 
practically evolved, agitated, and settled in the 
various States of the Union for themselves ; 
and they mast be settled by the States, by the 
people, down to the school districts, for them- 
selves, You cannot inaugurate and carry on 
asystem of education away above and out of 
the reach of the sympathies and the actual 
interest which the people themselves may take 
in it; and any attempt to interfere with the 
State systems of education, any attempt to run 
the machinery of education by the United States 
Government, will simply prove a failure and a 
discouragement and a distraction to the cause 
of education and the friends of education 
throughout the country. 

Therefore the simple question is, whether 
this Bureau of Education shall be continued 
to collect the reports of the superintendents of 
the various States, and to manipulate those 
reports and extract from them, and get up vol- 
umes to be disseminated again through the 
States. It has been said here that there is no 
xuthority of law by which this bureau can lay 
its hand upon any officer in any of the States 
ot the Union and compel him to aid in carry- 
ing out its system of education. There is no 
law by which in any manner whatever any prac- 
tical influence can be exerted by the Bureau 
of Education upon the cause of education in 
the country. ‘Chen why continue this, as I 
think, useless, ineticient, and inadequate in- 
strumentality for the promotion of education in 
the country? Ithas just comparatively such an 
insignificant kind of appropriation at the best 
as that which was spoken of just now in regard 
to the exposition at London. It would have 
no significance; it would be of no account at 
all; it would only serve to bring into contempt 
the cause which it professes to promote and 
tavor, aside from the general question in regard 
to the impropriety, and the unconstitutiouality, 
it may be, (for it would be questionable, ) of this 
interference upon the part of the United States 
Government in the affairs of education in the 
States of this Union. 

Mr, SPRAGUE. Mr. President, Congress 
settled the policy when it established originally 
the Bureau or Department of Education, and 
the fifteenth amendment has determined its 
necessities. Properly it has determined that 
every citizen of the United States shall vote 
without qualifications, and it is very right to- 


l| 


day, with that. privilege, to have accorded to all . 


men every facility for education. It was the 
old policy and the necessity in the southern 
States that a large portion of the population 
should be deprived of education. 


cumstances. 
Congress to observe, to note, and to under- 
stand whether those facilities are accorded to 
tbat portion of the population that have become 
citizens, as well as to go into the Northeast and 
North and Northwest and observe as to whether 
those who are coming from foreign parts are 


also accorded the facilities which it is neces- | 


sary for them to have to fit them properly to 
consider the subjects which the citizens of the 


2 lt was a. 
necessity incident to their condition and cir- |. 
In my judgment itis the daty of. |, 
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| United States are now and will hereafter be 
' compelled to consider. 

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, I regard 
. this question as one entirely distinct from the 
question which has been considered by the Sen- 
ator from Iowa. This is not a question, it seems 
to me, of a system of national education nor 
of the national Government going into the sev- 
eral States to interfere with their educational 
institutions, to control them, or to exercise any 
power whatever over them. It is simply a ques- 
tion whether a national bureau of statistics of 
education is desirable; whether it is desirable 
that there should be in this city, under the con- 
trol of the Government and supported by the 
Government, a bureau whose business it shall 


‘ be to collect all the facts in reference to the 


state of education in the various parts of the 
country, and to lay them before the country, 
so that the people of each State may know 
what is going on among the people of all the 
other States on this very important subject. 

Various systems of education prevail in the 
different States. The people are in different 
conditions in the several States with regard to 
their educational facilities. All their educa- 
tional conditions are different. We desire that 
there should be an officer here who can collate 
and compare those systems, bringthem together, 
furnish a report on these various conditions, 
and enable the country generally to know what 
its condition is in this regard. 

The stranger who goes to the State of Ohio, 
the State of New York, or the State of Massa- 
chusetts has access to the reports of the saper- 
intendents of education for those several States. 
He can judge of the educational condition of 
the people there. But there is no place where 
a foreigner can go in this country and obtain 
information as to the general condition of edu- 
cation in all the States. This bureau is designed 
for that parpose: ; 

It needs no compulsory measures to getat the 
facts which will enter into such a report any 
more than the bureau of agriculture needs to 
have the power to go and demand of every 
man engaged in that pursuit that he shall tell 
all about his business and the mode in which 
he conducts it. The Commissioner of Agri- 
culture has no difficulty in finding out what 
the state of agriculture is in the several dis- 
tricts of the United States. The Commissioner 
of Education will have no difficulty in finding 
out the facts in regard to education in the sev- 


eral States without the assistance of a police ; 


officer to help him. These educational officers 
_in the several States and counties would gladly 


. send all their reports here. 


Mr. CONKLING. May I ask the Senator 
a question? 

Mr. SAWYER. Certainly. i 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator, I under- 
stand, states that every State with a school 
system has some depositary of its own of this 
information. 

Mr. SAWYER. Precisely. 

Mr. CONKLING. May Í inquire whether 


' trifling expense to 
` duty it shall be to collate all these reports, to 


who are interested in educational affairs to 
read all the reports which come from all parts 
of the country on the subject; but it is quite 
competent for the Government at a very 
rovide an officer whose 


find out all these facts, and to put them into a 
volume of very limited compass, and to make 
them accessible to the people of the whole 
country. It isin the interest of education in 
South Carolina that she should know what ig 
done in Massachusetts, in Ohio, in Wisconsin, 
and in other States that are more advanced in 
the cause of education. She cannot know 
that by having sent broadcast among her peo- 
ple the reports of all these States. In the first 

lace, those reports are published in very lim- 
ited quantity. They are published for the peo- 
ple of the several States where they are issued. 
They are published and circulated in small 
numbers elsewhere. The office of the Com- 
missioner of Education is to make a compila- 
tion, not merely of the numerical statistics of 
education, but of the various systems, modes 
of teaching, educational practices generally in 
the various States, to elucidate theories of 
public education. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I interpose once 
more? 

Mr. SAWYER. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. [I beg then to say to the 
honorable Senator that I understand him now 
to assert that the mission of this bureau is to 
compile and put out a digest, if I may so say, 
within convenient limits, of the various works 
produced in the different States touching the 
cause of practical education. If that be it, 
then I beg to say to him that useful as such a 
manual might be, I will put in competition 
against it more than a score—yes, more thana 
hundred other manuals which I could suggest 
to him. If this appropriation is to be made 
for the purpose of collating, or digesting, or 
producing a book like that, then, by parity if 
not by superiority of reasoning, we should go 
on and appropriate for divers and sundry othcr 
works. I believe myself the whole thing is a 
fallacy ; that every State with a system of edu- 
cation of its own will take care of ita-own bet- 
ter than it can be taught to take care of it by 
any officer here. Therefore, I shall vote for 
the smallest appropriation, or none at all, when- 


- ever I get the opportunity to do so. 


Mr. SAWYER. By the same reasoning, 
Mr. President, we should abolish the bureau of 
agriculture. By the same reasoning we would 
abolish the Bureau of Statistics. Every State 
can take care of its own agriculture, and if left 
to itself will take care of its own agriculture. 

Mr. CONKLING. The difference is that 
the States are not furnished with such an 
apparatus now. i 

Mr. SAWYER. Many of the States are fur- 
nished with that apparatus at the present time 


_ for eollecting all the statistics of agriculture. 


itis asking too much of foreigners and way- ` 
farers who want this information to go to the | 
trouble of calling upon as many States as they | 


want to hear from to farnish it to them? Is it 


not rather carrying the argument to an extreme - 


to insist that it should be the duty of this Gov- 
ernment to assemble somewhere at a given 
point the statistics and reports of all the States, 
to the end that foreigners and others, in place 


States, may find them all ready to their 
by asking one single person? 
Mr. SAWYER. In reply to 


hand 
the inquiry of 


: msy not be necessary that we should havo this 


for foreigners; but it is desirable that the 
national Government should furnish to itsown 
citizens all the information upon the systems 
of education which exist in different parts of 
the country in such a way as to render it of 
value to those citizens. It is an utter impos- 
sibility for the citizens of the United States 


Bat it is not simply a digest that the proper 
man for Commissioner of Education would 
make at all. <A digest of all these reports is 
not what we want, not in the sense in which 
the Senator uses the term “digest,” but a 
report of the condition of education, which is 
attainable by means of publications that are 


- made in various parts of this country, and of 
‘information which we obtain from foreign 


countries as well as ourown. In short, it is 


, a work which, if properly performed, will tend 


_ of'being compelled to apply to the different ` 


to invigorate and to renovate the educational 
systems of the whole country. _ : 
Now, there are States in this Union which 


- formerly had the reputation of being foremost 


j: the honorable Senator Í would say that it | 


in public education which have fallen behind- 


hand; States which for a long time carried 


the palm in this matter of common-school 


education, which are falling behind some of 
_ their younger sisters.’ We want the benefit of 
_ putting before the American people all that 
: bas been done by all the people of all the 
| States for the promotion of this great interest, 


and we want it-done at the public expense, 


1870. 
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because it is a public benefit, because it is the 
greatest possible public benefit that can be 
achieved with so small a sum as the largest 
one that has been proposed in this bill. 

Mr. PATTERSON, I | a wor 
to what has been said, for I do not think it is 
necessary to prolong the discussion. As I had 
the fortune to be a member of the committee 
of the House of Representatives from which 


1 
| 
| 


` Now, sir, what we abk is simply an appro- 
priation sufficient in amount to give the Com- 
missioner of Education, the head of this bu- 


|! reau, an opportunity to collect information, to 


the bill establishing the department of edu- . 


cation emanated, I should like to state the cir- 
cumstances under which it originated. 

There was a meeting in this city of the Na- 
tional Association of the Teachers of the United 
States. The question of national education 
was under diseussion in that assembly. There 
were men there from all the States in which 
systems of education had been established. It 
was found that there was a great want of uni- 
formity in the various States in respect to their 
systems of education. It was found that in 
many of the States, even where systems of 
education had been established, there was a 
lack of public interest in the subject. It was 
found that in large sections of the country, I 
may say in the whole southern section of the 


will add but a word | digest it, to put it in form, and send it out into 


: the country, and send it abroad. I happen to} 


' by a system of exchanges, such as the secre- 


know that within a fortnight several volumes | 
upon the subject of popular education abroad © 
have come here to the Commissioner of Edu- |: 
cation ; and how were they obtained? Simply | 


- tary of the Smithsonian Institution established ; 


country, and in some other portions of the . 


country, there were no systems of popular State 
education. 

Therefore, the teachers of the country in 
their assembly here—and I will say that that 
assembly was composed of the most public- 
spirited men in the country, men who have 
been laboring for the advancement of the nation 
in every great interest—thought it was neces- 
sary that there should be brought into exist- 
ence in Washington a bureau of education, 
which should not only collect statistics apon 


educational subjects from the various States ;- 


where systems of education had been estab- 


lished, bat a bureau which should be a eenter | 


from which information should go forth into 
those sections of the country where systems 
of education did not exist. Not only this, but 
it was necessary that there should be a central 
bureau of education at the capital of the nation 


in that institation. That system of exchanges, 


- established in the Smithsonian Institution, hus 
' crested in that institution a library on the: 


whole circle of seientific subjects the finest in 
this country, and one of the first in the world 


_on scientific subjects, and brought it here to 
` this country free of one dollar's expense; I 


mean one dollar’s expense for the books. Of 
course it cost something to bring about the 
correspondence. But that library, the first. 
scientific library in this country, and one of the 
first in the world, has been given to the Uni- ' 
ted States Government gratis in this way, 


' There is no difficulty in securing, without any 


i cussion of this subject. 


: write; and it has been proven by statistics that 


farther machinery, all the information which , 
may be required by the Commissioner of Eda: | 
cation. Mo 

This is not the time to go into a géneral dis- 
if it were I should be 
glad to discuss it. One sixth of the voting ` 
population of this country can neither read nor 


giving to a people the ability to read and write | 
gives to that people a skill which adds twenty- ' 
seven per cent. to the productiveness of a 
country and to the increase of its wealth. 

There is no department in this Government 


‘ so much demanded, not simply forthe safety of . 


the country, bat-so much demanded for our 
material prosperity, so much demanded for || 


' the advancement of the country in civil power; ‘| 


' which advance a nation as adepartment on this 


in order to awaken in the whole country, espe- .. 


cially the southern portion of the country and | 


in the southwestern part, and the extreme | 


western part, where new States were coming | 


into existence, a feeling of interest in the sub- 


i 
l 


ject of popular education, to create a proper | 
public spirit, a proper enthusiasm and interest ; 


in this subject. It was thought necessary also, 


unity of effort and a unity of purpose among 
the educators of the country. : 
A petition was started in this National As- 


sembly, and was presented to the House of | 
Representatives by Mr. Garrietp, of Ohio, | 


who was made chairman of the committee 
appointed upon the introduction of that peti- 
tion. The present Secretary of the Treasury 
wasalso a member of the committee, and I had 
the honor of being a member of the commit- 
tee. This buréan originated in that movement 
of the National Teachers’ Association. . f 
Now, as to its efficiency. I am frank to con- 
fess that it has not, in my judgment, accom- 
plished all that it ought to have accomplished, 
orall that it might have accomplished; and 
for two reasons: first, it has not had sufficient 
means to accomplish all that its nature would 
give us reason to believe it would accomplish ; 
and secondly, I believe the money which has 
been appropriated to this purpose has not been 


judiciously expended. 


There is no difficulty in collecting statistics | 


on this subject. They come here in sach pro- 
fusion that it is impossible or has been impos- 
sible for the Commissioner of Education to 


generalize the information, to put it into proper | 
form tosend it out to the country; and [happen | 


to know that vast quantities of material have 
been lying here in Washington ready to be 


worked up, and which it was impossible for | 


the Commissioner to work up because he had 
not the clerieal force to work it up. 


| from all sections of the country know full wet 
if possible, to unify and harmonize the work | 
of education in the various States, to create a 


i 


i ure; and second, to say that if the Senate is | 


in industrial power, in all those great interests ` 


subject ofeducation. Why should we be higgling . 
over an appropriation of $10,000 when theteach- 
ers of the country in a national assembly havé 
demanded it, when the educated peaple of this 
country demand it? It will be of no greatase | 
to New England. The section of country from | 
which I come will not be very much adyanced | 
by this Bureau of Education. But gentlemen 


that New England is deeply interested in this‘ 
as a matter of public utility. You know full | 
well that in laying the foundations of New f 


l! England society education was made the basis 


on which both its social and its industrial sys- i 
tem rest ; made the basis on which its political | 
strength and power and purity rest; and for | 
the education which the institutions of New :' 
England gave to her people this country; in its | 
length and its. breadth, in every State and in r 
every Territory, is to-day under deep obliga- | 
tions. aes mo fo nls 

Why, sir, mental culture, mental discipline, | 
so to speak, is a part of the religion of New i: 
England; and. it is of prime importance in| 


this country. Agriculture is nothing as com- | R 


pared with this, because it is less fundamental ; | 
and why should we hesitate? Let us give to; 
it this $14,000. I wish it was ten times $14,000; 
I would vote for it gladly, though I am earnest 
to reduce the expenses of the Government. 
Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, I rise to say ` 
just two things: first, to return my very cor- |! 
dial thanks to the Senator from New Hamp- |! 
shire for the support he has given this meas- | 


repared to vote now, and will sustain the 
House of Representatives in their action, I will | 
not make a speech on the question. 
` Mr. SUMNER. I wilt make the same 
promise. l io ae 
Mr. HOWE. But if this amendment is 
carried in Committee of the Whole I shall seek | 
an opportunity to renew the controversy when 
the bill is reported to the Senate, and I promise 


the Senate that I will then make a speech on 
the question. -Now the Senate see the fate 
that is before them, and I hope they will vote 
in view of it. [Laughter. ] 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 
on. agreeing to the amendment of the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations as amended. 

Mr. SUMNER called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. DRAKE. I ask that the amendment 


. be reported again. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 


‘ will report the amendment of the Committee 


on Appropriations as amended by the Senate. 
The Corer Crerk: The amendment is to 
strikeout: °° >o 

One clerk at $1,800; ono clerk at $1,600; one clerk 
at $1,400; one messenger at $840: stationery, $600; 
library, $1,000; collecting statistics and writing and 
compiling matter’ for annual and special reports, 
$3,000; contingencies, $1,260 ; in all, $14,500: Provided, 
That from and after the 30th day of June, 1870, the 
clerical force in the office of said Commissioner shall 
be as in this section authorized. i 

And to insert in lieu thereof “and two 
clerks of class, one; in all $5,400; so as to 
wake the clause read: 

¥ar Commissioner of Education, $3,000; and two 
clerks of class one; in all, $5,400. 

Mr. WARNER. Lunderstandif thisamend- 
ment is voted down it will leave the proposition 
as.it came from the House. | j 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir; with 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri 


` added to.it.. 


Mr. COLE. Asa member of the Committee 
on Appropriations. I shall sustain, as a matter 
of course, the amendment that has been reported 


: by the committee. .I do it for several reasons 
' besides that. 


; In the first place, the whole 
appropriation, as it came from the House, of 
$14,000, is a mere trifle; and the difference 


: between that and the. $5,400, for the purpose 


for which it is to be applied, amounts to but 
little. Itis only a small appropriation at best. 


: But the committee have seen fit to make the 


appropriation conform to the Jaw ag its exists 
and as it has beea made heretofore by Con- 
gress. That fully justifies the committee in 
the reduction they have recommended to the 
Senate., Iam not opposed to education; no 


| man is:more earnestly for it than I; and if the 


law can be changed, if the proposition can be 
brought forward in a proper shape, I shall as 


_ cordially as any Senator vote to increase and 
` very much increase the appropriation ; for thig 


isan excellent object. If a proposition were 
brought forward to create a department of 
education it would meet with my approval, 
because I believe it is as necessary as almost 
any other Department of the Government. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


| resulted—yeas 19, nays 388;. as follows: ....,.- 


YEAS—Messrs. Casserly, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, 
Davis, Fenton, Ferry, Hamilton of Maryland, How- 
ard. Howell, Johnston, McCreery, Morrill of Maine, 
Saulsbury, Sherman, Stockton, Tipton, Trumbull, 


and Williams—19. : 

NAYS—Messrs, Ames, Boreman, Brownlow,Buck- 
ingham, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Flanagan, Hamilton 
of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, Howe, Lewis, Me- 
Donald, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Osborn, 
Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, 
oss, Sawyer, Schurz,Scott, Spencer, Sprague, Stew- 
art, Sumner, Thayer, Warner; Willey, Wilson, and 

ates—38. 

ABSENT—Messrs, Abbott, Anthony, Bayard, Cam- 
eron, Carpenter, Cattell, Edmunds, Fowler, Gilbert, 
Kellogg, Norton, Pool, Revels, Thurman, and Vick- 
ers—15. oe ae 

So the amendment was rejected... 07 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Let us gö now 
to the amendment with regard to the assistant 
commissioner of the Patent Office. - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine calls for action on the amendment which 
was passed over on page 38. ae 

Mr. SUMNER. [-would ask my friend’s 
attention to an‘eatlier one, on page 14, as to 
the chief clerk of the State Department. That 
was passeil over. - : 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, I move now an 
amendment on page 38. © The amendment of 
the committee was reserved striking out the 


worda “for assistant commissioner, $3,000,"’ 


iu lines nine hundred and ten and nine hun | 


dred and eleven. 
substitutog— 

For one assiatant commissioner, (to bo appointed 
by the Presideay by and with tho udvico and con- 
sent of the Senate, who shall act as Commissioner in 
case of the death, resignation, absence, or siokness 
of the Commissioner, and who shall perform such 
other duties as shall bo assigned tu him by the Com- 
missioner, > $80), 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT, The next amend- 
went reserved is on page 5U, in regard to the 
pay of the chief clerk of the Navy Depart- 
ment. ‘The amendment will be read. 

lhe Secretary. The Committee on Appro- 
peat oue report to strike out in line twelve 

undred and nineteen ‘$2,200"’ and insert 
“$2,500, and after ‘“dollars’’ to insert 
e when there is no Assistant Secretary ;"’ so 
as to read: 

For compensation of the chief clerk of the Navy 
Department at $2500, when there is no Assistant 
secretary. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no opposition to 
the incumbent of this office. [think probably 
he ia a deserving man. If the Senate think 
the Secretary of the Navy needs an Assistant 
Seeretary of the Navy, let them provide one ; 
but if you makea new classification of the chief 
clerks in the Departments you will have to go 
clear through all the Departments, and the 
committees of this body wiil be—I will not say 
pestered, because we ought not to treat the ap- 
plications of our fellow-citizeus in that way ; 
bot we shall be urged to put all these officers 
on the same footing. Every little discrimina- 
tion of this kind operates unjustly. In one or 
two eases there are chief clerks who get more 
than twenty-two hundred dollars, but they are 
chief clerks appointed in special bureaus which 
are self-paying. Otherwise the aniform rule 
is $2,200 for a chief clerk of a Department, 
$2.000 for the chief clerk of a bareau, and the 
other clerks from $1,800 down, the various 
clerks being graded according to rank. 

This is a discrimination in tavor of the chief 
clerk of the Navy Department, the Depart- 
ment of the Government which has least to do, 
and which is assisted by eight officers of the 
Navy, all of them of the rank of commodore 
or higher. If that Department cannot get 
along without raising the pay of the chief clerk 
we shall have to do it in all the other Depart- 
ments. 

I trast, therefore, if the Senate have made 
up their minds because this gentleman is a very 
upright gentleman and has behaved very well 
from time to time that they must give him 
extra pay they will call him Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy, so that we shall not have this con- 
troversy running through all the other Depart- 
ments of the Government. I think $2,200 pays 
very well for tbe services of the chief clerk in 
the Navy Department. There is no occasion 
fur an increase. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I call the atten- 
tion of the Senator to the fact, which he will 
find on page 38 that the chief clerk of a bureau 
there has $2,500 salary. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Thatisin the Patent Office. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state to my honor- | 
able friend that the Patent Office officers get 
considerably more, in some cases twenty per 
cent. more, than officers of the same rank in 
other bureaus; but that is for a special reason. 
The expenses of the Patent Office are paid by ` 
the patentees themselves. The Commissioner 


I move to amend that by | 
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| idea of superior skill, I think that argument is 


conclusive to me; but if he means to say that 
because the money is collected off the people 
we have a right to allow the employés in that 


office to take what we would not allow in other ' 


cases, l submit that bis argument is not sound. 
Mr. SHERMAN, Itis true that under the 
provime of the patent law the officers in the 

Patent Office require peculiar skill, and that 
is the ground on which we gave the increased 
salaries. ? i i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is true in 
regard to the examiners undoubtedly, but it is 
not true in regard to the clerks. But I am not 
going to argue the question. Lere is the head 
of a Department that has no assistant secre- 
tary, and here is a confidential clerk sustaining 
the relations to him of that oficer, and upon 
his request the committee thought it not un- 
reasonable that this officer should have $2,600 
salary. I leave it to the Senate. ar 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment making the pay of the chief 
clerk of the Navy Department $2,500. 

The question being put, there were on 8 
division—ayes 19, noes 16 ; no quorum voting. 

Mr. DRAKE called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is this an amendment 
of the Committee on A phrcpr anes 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘To increase a salary? 

Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CRAGIN. ‘The Committee on Appro- 
ptiations recommend it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 29; as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Brownlow, Cole, Corbett, 
Cragin, Drake, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Nyo, 
Osborn, Ramsey, Rice, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, 
Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, and Warner—2. 

NAYS--Mes-ra. Boreman, Buckingham,Chandler, 
Conkling, Davis, Fenton, Ferry, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, 
Howe, Howell, Johnston, McCreery, Patterson, Pom- 
eroy, Pratt, Robertson, Saulabury, Sherman, Spen- 
cer, Sprague, Tipton, Trumbull, Williams, Wilson, 
and Yates—2. 

ABSENT — Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Bayard, 
Cameron, Carpenter, Casserly, Cattell Edmunds, 
Flanagan, Fowler, Gilbert, Howard, Kellogg, Lewis, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Norton, Pool, Revels, 
Stockton, Thurman, Vickers, and W illey—23. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On page 14 
there was an amendment in regard to the chief 
clork of the State Department. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Maine now calls up the amendment on 
page 14 in regard to the State Department. 
The Secretary will read it. 

The Cuter CLERK. The clause has been 
amended to read: 

For compensation of the Secretary of State, two 
Assistant Secretaries of State; for chief clerk; eight 
clerks of class four, additional to one clerk of class 
four as disbursing clerk; eight clerks of elass three ; 
one examiner of claims at $3,500; three clerks of 
class two; three clerks of class one; one messenger 
at $810; one assistant messenger at $720; nine labor- 
ers; four watchmen, $63,300; two clerks of class four 
to make indexes of the records of the State Depart- 
ment and one clerk of class three, $5,200 

Mr. SUMNER. I inquire of the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations what is the 
compensation of the chief clerk? I observe 
that in his new draft he omits the specification 


of it. 
' Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It is now fixed 


at $2,200. 


© omit that apes in his new draft? All 


the other chief clerks throughout the bill have 


‘ their pay specified. 


ot Patents, for instance, gets $4,500, while a 


corresponding officer in the other bureaus gets 


only $3,000; and the examiners get $2,400 i 


or 2,500, I forget which. But that is a special 


i 


bureau where special talent of a particular kind | 


is required, and the expenses are paid for out ' 
of a fund collected from the Patent Office them- | 


selves. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If my friend | 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


. contrary. 


Mr. SUMNER. No; if the Senator will 


ook—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It was not speci- 
fied here, and the purpose was to increase it 
where it is not specified. The pay of a chief 


" clerk where not specified is $2,000? 


Mr.SUMNEBR. Then, do I understand the 


means to say that that is predicated on the || Senator to propose to reduce it to $2,000. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On the fourteenth 
page of the bill, 

Mr. SUMNER. What is the language? 
Will the Senator be good enough to indi- 
cate it? 

Mr. COLE. 
thirty. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Maine that the amend- 
ment printed in italics in the bill was ngreed to, 
and then on motion of the Senator from Ohio 
[Mr. Suerman] was reconsidered and disa- 
agreed to, and consequently those words are 
now out of the paragraph as read by the Sec- 


retary. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I suppose the 
Senator from Massachusetts wishes to preserve 
those words. 

Mr. SUMNER. I wish to preserve the 
original report of the committee, $2,200. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. ‘The committee 
acted on this proposition, The committee 
found that the estimates put the chief clerk at 
£2,200, which was in harmony with the appro- 
priation last year; but the ilouse of Repre- 
sentatives put it at $2,000 in this case, and 
the committee amended the clause so as to 
conform to the appropriation last year and to 
the estimates of the Department for this year. 

Mr. SUMNER. Do I understand that that 
amendment of the committee is preserved now? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No, sir; it is 
out by the action of the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. I wish to have a vote on 
that taken. ; 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator can 
reserve that, I suppose, until we come into the 
Senate. 

Mr.SUMNER. But is it not pending now? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is open to 
amendment at the present time. The Chair 
will suggest to the Senator from Maine that 
probably these words were stricken out on ac- 


It isin line three hundred and 


 countofa misunderstanding in the debate which 
' occurred at that time. The impression seemed 


| 


| 


to be that the salary of chief clerks of Depart- 
ments was $2,000; but on examining the bill 


| it was found that other chief clerks were in the 


= pill at $2,200. The recollection of the Sen- 
- ator from Ohio will perhaps confirm the Chair 


in that respect. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am indifferent about 
it, whether these words are in or out. The 
chief clerk will get his $2,200 whether it is s0 
stated in thebill or not. Isee similar words are 
in other places in the bill, and then again in 
other places they are not, as for instance on 


page 34. 
Mr. SUMNER. As there is a.question on 
this matter I think these words had better 


go in. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not care. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then there will be no ques- 
tion about it. Let the clause stand as originally 


| reported by the committee, $2,200. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is agree- 
able to the committee, of course. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the clause will be regarded as so 


amended. 


Mr. SUMNER. Why does the chairman ` 


Mr. SHERMAN. Iseethatinsome instances 


_ the amount of the salary is fixed and in other 


No; it is the , 


parts of the bill it is not; for instance, on page 
34 the provision is ‘‘ for compensation O the 
Secretary of the Interior, Assistant Secretary, 


` chief clerk, four clerks of class four,” and so 


1 


| 


on. stating the aggregate amount appropriated 


` without mentioning the amount for each one. 
| That was the old way, and I think it is the 
i: better course. 


| 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The House of 


| Representatives have not been uniform in this 


bill in that respect. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


1870. 


—— 
— 


objection the words “at $3,200” will be put 
in the bill. The Senator from Maine suggests 
also that the words *‘ examiner of claims, at 
$3,500,’’ be transposed to come in after the 
provision as to the chief clerk. . 
Nr. MORRILL, of Maine. That will be bet- 
and more in harmony. f 
he VICE PRESIDENT. That change will 
be made, , 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Now an amend- 
ment is necessary to increase the aggregate 
appropriations for the State Department, on 

e 15, in consequence of the amendments ` 
which have been made. In line three hundred _ 
and thirty-seven the amount ‘‘ $63,300 should 
be changed to ‘‘ $66,820. Imovethatamend- : 
ment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Task now for action on | 
my amendment. ʻi 

Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me i 
to offer an amendment authorized by the Com- |; 
mittee on Appropriations? i 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I suppose the amend- | 
ments of the Committee on Appropriations are ` 
entitled to precedence. 

Mr. SAWYER. On behalf of the Commit- ` 
tee on Appropriations I move to insert after 
line three hundred and ninety-five the follow- ` 
ing clause : 


i 
i 
I 
| 


Andtho first proviso in the act of Congress entitled | | 


“Anact makivg appropriationsto supply deficiencies 


ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1869,” and 
for other purposes, approved March 3, 1869, is hereby. | 
repealed. 

I will state briefly the object of this amend- 
ment. It will be observed that the Senate, on 
the recommendation of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, have stricken out in lines three 
hundred and eighty- three and three hundred and 
eighty-four, on the sixteenth page of the bill, 
an appropriation for one superintendent of the 
Treasury building, $2,500, and for one clerk 
of class four and one clerk of class one. It is 
thought proper to dispense with the superin- 
tendent of the Treasury building and return 
to the old system of management of that build- 
ing. The proviso alluded to in the amend- 
ment which I have offered is a proviso that the 
contingent expenses of all the bureaus in the 
Treasury Department shall be certified to by 


this superintendent. Of course if the super- |! 
intendent is dispensed with the contingent ex- | 
} 
| 


penses of all the bureaus will hereafter pass 
through the same channel’as before the ap- 


poiutment of that officer, and be subject to the | 


approval as before, by law, of the Secretary 


of the Treasury. ji . : 
|| refining process the pure gold is delivered by 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SAWYER. I have one more amend- 
ment from the Committee on Appropriations. 
It is to strike out on page 21 the provision | 
made from lines five hundred and two to five | 
hundred and eight, for the office of the Comp- 
troller of the Currency, and in lieu thereof to 
insert: ry 

For Comptroller of the Currency, $5,000; for deputy 
comptroller, $2,500; ten clerks of class four, $18,000; | 
twelve clerks of class three, $19,200; eight clerke of 
class two, $11,200; eight clerks of class one, $9,600; 
twenty-four female clerks, $900 each, $21,600; four 


messengers, two laborers, and two night watchmen, | 
„160; in all 860, 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. COLE. I have an amendment to pro- 
fom from the Committee on Appropriations. 
tis on page 61, to strike out lines twelve hun- 
dred and forty-two, twelve hundred and forty- | 
three, twelve hundred and forty-four, and twelve | 
hundred and forty-five, providing forthe Bureau 
of Navigation in the Navy Department, and in | 
lieu thereof to insert : 
For chief of Bureau of Navigation, chief clerk, one | 
clerk of class three, one clerk of class two, and one 
messenger and one laborer, $9,460. 
, Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is just as 
it stands now. 
Mr. POMEROY. This amendment changes 
the clerks, but does not increase the amount 
appropriated. 


: ment has been recommended by two Secretaries | 
‘ of the Treasury, has been twice or three times | 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. A clerk of class three 
has more than a clerk of class two. 

Mr. COLE. This amendment ia placing the 
clerks in a different class from that provided 
in the bill, so as to conform to the provision 
for the other bureaus. For some reason or 
other, or by some oversight, their grade has 
been reduced. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The amendment evi- |: 


dently changes the amount, because a clerk of 
class three has a larger salary than one of class 
two. 


Mr. COLE. I ask, then, that the amend- 


ment be passed over until the matter can be 


examined more fully. T 


over. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Now I call for action | 


on the amendment that I submitted some time 
ago. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from Oregon will be read. 


The amendment was read, being to insert © 


after line seven hundred and thirty-two, on 
page 80: 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby auth 


tions as shall be prescribed by the Director of the 
Mint, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 


| Treasury. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I will state that this amend- 


; considered in the Committee on Finance, and 


recommended by that committee, and has once 
passed the Senate ; and I suppose that ought to 


be sufficient tocommend it to the consideration 


of the Senate at this time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to know 
what is meant by an unparted bar. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I will state briefly. When 
dust, or, as it is sometimes called, bullion, is 
taken to the Mint the depositor receives a cer- 
tificate for the dust, stating the quantity and the 
value. The dust is then assayed, by which assay 
the base metals and the earthy matter are taken 
from the bullion, and it ig melted into’a bar 


which contains gold and silver, and that bar is | 
| called an unparted bar, a bar in which the gold 


and the silver are melted and mixed together. 
To refine that gold it ig necessary to take the 
bar and put it through a process necessary to 
separate the gold from the silver, and by the 
itself and the pure silver by itself. | 

This amendment simply provides that the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Director of. 
the Mint, if in their judgment it be advisable, 
may cause this process of refining to be done 


elsewhere than in the Mint, so that the Mint | 
į willconductits business altogether with refined 


gold instead of unparted bars. 

I can state briefly some reasons for this 
amendment. 

First, it. will. save the United States from a 


‘| considerable loss which necessarily occurs in 


refining gold. When the unparted bar is taken 
it is subjected to various.processes, such as 
granulation, washing, and drying, and other 
processes of that description, by which more 
or less of the gold escapes or is lost; and it 
is also subject to be abstracted by the persons 
who are employed in the Mint. If this busi- 
ness of refining is performed by private estab- 
lishments all this loss will be saved to the Uni- 
ted States. Hundredsof thousands of dollars 
can be saved to the Government in this way. 

After the dust is assayed the depositor is 
paid in coin the value of the unparted bar. 
Then it becomes the property of the United 
States, and is put in with other bars that may 
be procured from other persons, and melted, 
and it is impossible to take an account of that 
particular gold. until the expiration of six 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed | 


orized, whenever in his judgment and in | 
the judgment of the Director of the Mintitis forthe | 
interest of the United States to do so, to receive on . 
deposit at the Mint of the United States and thesev- ; 
: eral branches thereof refined gold and silver bullion : 
i suitable tor coinage, and in payment thereof to de- :: 
liver to the parties making such deposits unparted |, 


\ 
| 
in the appropriations for the service of the Govern- | bars at such rates and upon such terms and regula- 
| 
i 
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months or a year, when there is a ‘cleaning 
up,” as it is generally called, when all the 
vats, carpeting, clothing, everything that can 
absorb gold about the establishment, is taken 
and burned up with a view of getting out the 
gold. ‘To save the United States all this trou- 
ble is one object of this amendment. 

Then, again, the commercial value of these 
unparted bars is greater than their value for 
, coinage, and therefore they are exported from 
‘the country. England, in her royal mint, re- 
ceives only refined gold. There is no process 
of refining in that establishment. That is abol- 
: ished, and the refining business in England is 
|, altogether conducted by private establishments, 
lı because it can be done at less expense, and the 
! business of the mint is confined entirely to coin- 
| age; and that is what is contemplated by this 
‘| amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish the Senator from 

: Oregon would allow me to ask him a question 
'' for information. I ask him if these unparted 
i: bars are-in a condition to enable the proper 

officers at the Mint to determine the per cent. 

of gold and silver in them ; or how they get at 
, the value? 
(| Mr. WILLIAMS. They obtain the value by 
an assay. When a bar is made, after it is 
melted. small pieces are cut off from each cor- 
ner of the bar and assayed, and by that pro- 
cess thevalue of the baris ascertained, and the 
man who deposits the dust is paid out of the 
|| bullion fund for his bar. At this time two 
!| thirds of the refining in San Francisco are done 
| by private establishments, because they are able 
|| to do it much cheaper than the United States. 
: Mr. NYE. - To whom is it cheaper? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Cheaper to the United 
l States. . i 
‘| Mr. PATTERSON. If the Senator from 
© Oregon will allow me, I will read some pas- 
i| sages bearing directly on his argument from 
‘ testimony which was taken by the select Com- 
| mittee on Retrenchment in San Francisco last 
i fall on this. particular subject. I propose to 
i! read fram the testimony of R. B. Swain, who 
|| was. for. some years superintendent of the 
mint... E read from his examination by the 
|| Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THurMay,] who fam 
|| glad to.see is to-day in his seat. Mr. Swain 
having testified that the refining could be done 
cheaper outside the mint, was then asked fur- 
ther questions on the subject; and his testi- 
|, mony is as follows: l 
“Question. What would be your mode of having it 
|| done ontside;: by exchanging it? 
t Answer. By simply exchanging thé crude bullion 
: for the same value of refined gold; and let it be done 
simultaneously, so that there is no risk whatever to 
‘ the Government. In the mint they charge the de- 
positor a certain charge, from eight to eleven cents 
an ounce, for refining; most of it is eleven cents.an 
ounce. ‘the Government could make a contract with 
the refinery here to do it at eight cents an ounce, 
leaving a clear profit to the Government of three 
cents an ounce, besides taking some patronage out 
| of the mint that I think ought to be removed. 

‘Question. Would that lessen the number of em- 
ployés in the mint? 

“Answer. It would, and save one manipulation of 


the precious metals in which there may be some loss.” 
t + * * x * * ® * * 


** Question. You think it would not only lessen 
j the number of employés, but also be some security 
against losses that might occur inthe manipulation ? 

** Answer. Yes, sir; the less you work the precious 
; metals in the mint, in my opinion, and the simpler 
you make the process, the better forthe Government, 
so long as you can get outside parties who will do 
the same work without any injury or danger or 
expense.” 

I will say tnat every witness who was before 
the committee took precisely the same ground. 

Mr. NYE. Will the Senator from New 
Hampshire tell me who the witnesses were? 

Mr. PATTERSON. R. B. Swain, who had 
been superintendent of the mint, was one; 
William Ashburner, of San Francisco, was 
another; James Heron, also a resident of San 
Francisco and cashier of Wells, Fargo & Co.'s 
express, was another. : ; 

Mr. NYE. And an owner in the refining 
establishment. i f 

Mr. PATTERSON. Very likely ; and there- 
fore well qualified to answer on this question, 
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Louis A. Garnett was also examined, the gen- 
eral manager of the San Francisco Assay and 
Refining Works; aud several others. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not-wish to protract 
the discussion ; but out of an annual prodact | 
of same forty millions of gold nnd twelve mil- |; 
lions of silver on the Pacific coast, the branch | 
mint now is only parting about seven millions, 
the remainder being either parted at private 
refineries or exported unrefined.. Itis neces- | 
sary for the Government of the United States |; 
to keep just as many persons employed at the 
mint to refine geven millions as : to refine fifty 
millions ;and here now isa business of refining ` 
confined to seven millions in the branch mint | 
at San Francisco, which: might. be dispensed 
with. without any loss, with an advantage to 
the Government, and therefore all the em- 
ployés who are engaged about this. business of 
refiningthese seven millions could be dispensed | 
with and so much saved to the United States. 
Lhe private refineries can afford to refine this 
gold at a much less expense than the United 
States; in the first place, because they: haveam- 
ple accommodations, and in the second place 
because they have another and a different:pro- | 
cess, a modern process, the latest invention by 
which very much.is saved. in refining, Thea 
again there are prodacts.in this process of sep~ 
arating the gold from the silver which nearly 
compensate these private establishments for. 
the work of refining. The Senator from New |: 
Hampshire [Mr..Parrerson] suggests to me 
that the private refineries use sulphuric acid, 
while the Government refinery uses nittic acid. 
Sulphuric. acid is much cheaper, and in an 
establishment adapted to its use it can be made 
to do this work at a very much less expense. 

Mr. MORTON. Whatis to hinder the Gov- ` 
eroment from adopting the most economical- 


process? = > : . : 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The buildings of the Gov- |! 
ernment at this time are not.adapted to the || 
use of this process by the Governnient, and at |; 
the same time I believe we have a contract by || 
which the Government is bound to use the 
nitric-acid process. I will read from the-report 
of Mr. Linderman, the speciel agent of the 
‘Treasury, in which he explains this point: ~ 

-**¥t-4s proper to explain why private refiners can 
afford to refine at .a: less cost than the mint. It is || 
mainly due to the fact that they have adopted a | 
process which, in Europe and elsewhere, has forsome |, 
years superseded that ‘still retained in out mints, 
which is known as the sulphuric-acid proeess, the | 
gconomigal advantages of which are that the acid 
itselfis about one fourth the cost. The operatians 
require about one third the time, and the residues |, 
are manufactured by them into valuable by-products 
which are utilized in manufacturing, mining, and 
agriculttral pursuits.” seg : 

The residuums left in the hands of the pri- 
vate refineries after the gold and silver are 
séparated froni each other are valuable, and 
enable these private refineries to do the busi-’ 
ness at much less expense, while in the Gov- 
ernment refineries they are all last. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What are these residu-: 
ums? $ Siete ie a on 
’ Mr. WILLIAMS. I have seen them, but I 
cannot remember the names of the various 
compounds. oe hr the 
' Mr. EDMUNDS. Are they ‘valuable on | 
account of the gold in them ? fH 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No; they are used for |; 


i 
i] 
i! 
i 
| 
| 


mining, manvfacturing, and agricultural pur- | 
poses; some in agriculture for manuring pur- : 
poses, and some in manufacturing for coloring || 
purposes, &g This report says farther: 
“It may be. asked, why the. mint cannot use the 
same process. Tho reason seems to bè that the sul- | 
phurie-acid process is too offensive to be maintained | 
in the heart of a city, where it is necessary that the 
mint should be located for convenience and safety. 
Moreover, it réquires much more space than the 
nitrie-acid preecss, or than can be afforded in such 
institutions.” ; z 
_ E will say that this amendment simply leaves 
it discretionary with the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury and the Director of the Mint, if in their 
judgment it will save expense to the United | 


States, to adopt this moéd of: refining gold; | 
bat if otherwise, there is no-obligation tupon 


them. The experience of England testifies 
that private refineries can do this work for less 
cost than the Government; and so in England 
a law has been passed by which all unparted 
gold is pasladee from the mint; the mint is 
prohibited from receiving any such unparted 
gold, and the business of refining is confined 


exclusively to private establishments, The ' 


object of this amendmentis to prepare the way 
for the adoption: of the same policy in the 


United States, and it seems to- me, as it is | 
, manifest that it will save expense to the Gov- | 
` ernment, it ought to be adopted. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Iremember that 
this particular subject was before the Senate 


_and before the Committee on Appropriations | 
‘ perhaps a year or twoago; and I then endeav- 


ored to get some knowledge in regard to it; 
and I remember, although I cannot now state 


very accurately, that I then thought it a very . 
i delicate and difficult question. What it occurs 
to me to say now is that it seems to me very ' 


doubtful whether such a matter as this is a 
proper subject for an appropriation bill. I 
understand that this particular provision is 


in a bill reported by the Committeeon Finance, - 


covering some other questions, and that it is 
germane to that bill. {£t does not seem to me 
to be germane to this. 

Mr. PATTERSON. 
a bill accomplishing the same purpose as this 
amendment has not already passed the Senate? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. . That I do not 
k 


now. 
Mr. PATTERSON. Such a bill did pass 
last year. - 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Perhaps that is 
what I referred to. Iknew my attention had 
been called to the subject. 


Mr. NYE. Sofar from it, the lawis expressly | . 


against any toch thing. . Eni 
Mr. PATTERSON. Butthe þilh I referred 
to passed the Senate. . 
. Mr. NYE. However that may be, the law 
is expressly against such a thing, and that pro- 
vision was put into. the law at the suggestion 
of my colleague and myself. - 
- Mr. MORRILL of Maine.. I have an indis- 
tinct reaotlection ‘of the faets; but I wish to 
state. to the Senate simply how the question 
strikes me. It is a question of so much deli- 


cacy that it certainly ought not to go upon an | 
| Appropriation bill; it ought to require more 
; consideration. The proposition is, if 1 under- 
stand it, to allow the Government to exchange | 
unrefined bars for bars that are refined, for | 
: gold that is in a condition to be coined. That | 
1s the proposition.. How do we get at it? The | 
miner goes to the Mint and deposits his gold 
| dust; the Government weighs it, puts it intoa | 
It is then in | 
what is called s crude bar, in a‘condition to be - 
r 


pot and melts it, and assays it. 


. Now the process is- fof the Government 
to goon and refine it. It is Government prop- 
erty the moment. it is melted and in the bar. 
The Government owns it, ‘and pays the miner; 
and it becomes -the Goverament’s property. 
Now the question is, why should not the Gov- 


|; ernment refine it? The argument you have 
| heard: 

ter; but you will see that now the Government . 
| has the meansof doing it, and is doing it. This : 


It is that private parties can do it bet- 


‘| amendment provides that ‘having those. bars 


assayed and melted, instead of refining them, 
the Government shall turn them over to private 
parties, and they may refine them on such 
terms as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
determine. : 

Mr. SHERMAN. And the Director of the 


Mint.’ RE 
‘Mr.- MORRILL, of Maine. Yon see where 
the margin is; and this is what created the 


doubt in my mind. The margin isin fixing - 


these ‘ terma.’’ Of course if it could be ascer- 
tained toa demonstration that the Secretary 
has such knowledge of the facts in connection 


with the refining of the Mint that we can ex- © 


change the unparted bars for refined bars on 
better terms than we can refine them ourselves 


Task my friend whether — 


it would be a clear proposition that that ought 

to be done. Butit seems to me that dealing 

with a matter of so much consequence as gold. 

when you have the assayed bar, when it is your 

property, when you have paid for it, and when 
|; you have a process by which you can refine it, 
| there can be no cheating and no mistake about 
: it; we ought to be able to do it as well as pri. 
vate establishments can; and then you will not 
be open to the suggestion which I make, (and 
it is but a suggestion, ) that inthe making of the 
terms between the refiners and the Secretary, 
or between those representing the Government. 
‘and those who represent the private establish- 
i ments, the Government might not be as sate 
as it would be if it were in its own hands, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I think the Senator is 
laboring under a misapprehension. This 
amendment does not contemplate that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall make any terms 
' with private refineries ; but when one of these 

private refiners brings a bar of refined gold to 

the Mint it authorizes the Secretary of the 

Treasury and the Director of the Mint to give 
‘to him an unparted bar. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Onsome terms. 

‘Mr. WILLIAMS. Of course there is an 
exchange. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That is all I 
meant—that they would make an exchange on 
some terms. Whetherthatis equitable or not 
I do not know; whether that it practieable or 
not Ido notknow. I mean to say that it is so 
. delicate a subjectand itis fraught with so many 

difficulties that it seems to me it ought not to 
' go on an appropriation bill, and particularly 

as the Senate already has before it a bill which 
‘ embraces the same subject. 

Mr. SHERMAN. his is a pretty delicate 
subject, and I for one am always indisposed 
` to legislate about the mints without grave con- 
‘ sideration. ‘They are specialties, generally 
‘ Complicated, and outside persons usually do 

not understand the complications of the mints. 
: This proposition, however, has received a great 
` deal of consideration. It has been submitted 
by the officers of the Government now for two 
' years, and the Committee on Finance has cer- 
tainly given it a good deal of attention. The 
i! thing resolves itself into very simple elements. 

‘There are, I may say, three different pro- 
|: cesses through whieh unrefined ore or dust 
ji goes before it becomes the gold coin of the 
| 


, United States. It is brought in by the miner 
in a mixed lot antl is melted by the United 
States. The miner has the right to receive 
the full value of that metal. It is melted and 
assayed by the Government. That is a very 
simple process, Iam told, and the precise value 
of this nugget of gold is ascertained and paid 
to the miner. After that it has to be refined ; 
and that process separates the silver and the 
alloy from the gold and reduces it to what ia 
called standard gold, nine tenths fine and one 

. tenth alloy. That is called the refined bar. 

It is then ready for coinage. 

Mr. NYE. Not quite. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator, I suppose, 
is familiar with the process. There must be 
' certain alloys added then, perhaps. . 

Mr. N YE. Certainly. It has to be annealed. 

.. Mr. SHERMAN. That is the general pro- 

» cess through which it goes. This refining here- 

i| tofore has always been doné at the Mint of the 

i| United States for all the gold coinage; but 
recently an invention has been made, I think 

' by a Mint officer, by which sulphuric acid is 

introduced into the process in the work of 

‘refining, that is changing the original nugget 
into refined gold, by which the process is sim- 

|, plified and cheapened. That process cannot 

i; be carried on atthe mints of the United States 

because. sulphuric acid is so offensive in its 

i nature that in the limited space occupied by 

- oar mints—— 

Mr. NYE. Allow me to state that probably 
there is nota mint anywhere in the country 
_ situated in a more dense population or in a 
|i more confined locality than the assay office 


in New York, and yet the phar ea pro- 
cess is used there entirely; and by an improve- 
ment the offensive odor is altogether removed, 
Mr SHERMAN. . It is said that in Cali- 
fornia—and this can only affect our mint in 
California, for that is the only place where | 
there are private parties prepared ta do the 
refining—the great body of our gold isexported | 
in bulk or in the form of bullion,.aud never 
goes through the process necessary to make it 
coin of the United States. It is exported ina 
different form, and consequently the great body 
of the gold of the United States is put in the 
form of bullion for exportation by private refin- 
eries. The wholc operation of this amendment 
isto enable the Secretary of the Treasury and 


something can be saved by it, to exchange the 
unparted bars, or nuggets, as Leali them, for 
the refined gold ready for coinage or ready to 
be prepared for coinage. After the fullest ex- 
amination, it seems to me, on this statement. , 
of the facts, which appear to be undisputed— 
we have the official reports of one or two Di | 
rectors of the Mint, and of various officers of | 
the Government on the subject—that it cannot | 
work injuriously to the Government. 

Whether or not such a provision ought to be 
put upon an appropria@n bill, every Senator 
can judge for himself. The whole effect of it , 
ia to authorize a portion of the work done 
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moved this amendment that there is 4 bill on, 
the Calendar to regulate the mints- of the Uni- 
ted States. let hja be a part of that, and 
then we shall enter on its digcusgion deliber-. 
ately and.ooolly. In regard to two or three 
of the positions J wish to discuss I have not 
the authorities at hand to refer to. . 

Mr. MORTON... I would like toaak the Sen- 
ator. one question. Suppose this. amendment 


., passes.and.goes into operation. gad shall be ac- | 


` cepted bythe saperintendent of the mint in San 


Francisco, L ask wheather the effect would not 
ba.to. break up the melting and refining estab: 
lishment.on the part of the Government of the 
United States, and after.that to leave the Gov-. 


r and ; ernment in the hands of the private refineries? 
the Director of the Mint, when they think | 


Mr. NYE. That is what 1 was.about to say. 


T am not disposed .to.enter qn the discussion ` 
of this question if the honorable Senator from - 


| Oregon will just let it pass aver to the mint 


on the gold to be transferred from the mints | 


of the United States to private refineries, under 
such rules and regulations as may be prescribed 
by the Director of the Mint and the Secretary 
of the Treasury, 

The effect will be probably to increase the 
coinage of gold. Less of it will be exported . 
abroad in the form of bullion, and more of it ` 
will go into the gold coinage of the United 
States. That seems to me an advantage, be- 
cause the Government derives a small revenue 
from coining gold, and itis certainly a matter of 
public policy to convert as-much of the bullion 
of the United States into gold coin as possible, | 
rather than to export it in the form of bullion. 


Theadvantage that the Government gets, also, |: 


isin saving whatever can be saved in the differ- 


ence between the cost of refining by private |’ 


persons and the cost of. refining at the public 
mints. That probably will not be very much, 
but itis something. There is no possibility 
by which the Government can lose anything, 
it seems to me, and therefore the Finance 
Committee, thought the arrangement was an 
advantageous one. 
different officers of the Government, and I can- 
not see, after analyzing the matter carefully, 
that by any possibility the Government can 
lose by it. It may deprive some of the mints 
ofthe United States, like that at Carson City, 
for instance, of a portion of theirwork. That. 
I suppose, is'one‘of the benefits to be derived 
from the proposition. as 

Mr. NYE. That is one of the 
have in moving it... - 5 

Mr. SHERMAN.  ¥¢ might resalt thatthe 
mints of the United States, would have a little 


objects you 


less to do, but certainly that would not be. s» || 


loss to the Goveritment if we could ‘thereby 
save money.. . j eo a chy ttt 

Mr. NYE. Then I should like to ‘inquire 
of the honorable Senator from Ohio why he 
persists in building a mint at San Francisco 
‘our times as large as the present one if the 
refining isto be taken'‘tway? ` l 
_ Ar. SHERMAN, I do not persist in build- 
ing any mints: I imagine that if anybody is 
voting to build a new mint it is the Senators 
fiom Nevada and the Senators from California. 
a impression is that I am rather on the other 
ide, 

Mr. NYE. If this question is to he discussed 
here it will take some time to doit. It is a 
question upon which I have a good deal of 
feeling, and. it ig a question that needs more 

‘scussion than it can have here on this prop- 
sition as an amendment to this bill. ow, 

Submit to the, honorable Senator who has | 
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bill, and then we can havetime todebate it fally. i 


It seems to me to be more germane to that. I 


propose, if we want to cheapen our mint, to : 
have it done in the way proposed by the hon- : 


orable Senator. feom. California, [Mr. Coxe,], 
by taking off all charge for coining. If you 
mean to cheapen the labor of your mint take 
off the cost of coinage. All these points. have 
got to be discussed if this amendment is to be 


urged on this bill, and it will take more than | 


to-day.to do it, It is now almost time to adjourn. 
Mr, WILLIAMS. This, question..has been 


: urged upon the Committee on Finance for two 


t 


or three years by the Secretaries of the Treas- 


: ury and by the. persons connected with the | 


business of refining and minting in.the United 
States, and there is no division of opinion 
among thew as to the necessity of this legisla- 
tion to the Government. . It has.been demon- 
strated in England that this is the trye policy, 
and a law hag been passed there—- 
Mr. NYE, When was it passed? 
oe WILLIAMS. Within the present year, 
iV te A bey 
Mr. NYE. Have you gotit?, 2... 
Mr. WILLIAMS. . I have a copy of the law. 
Mr. NYE. Letusseeit,  ~ 9 | 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Iwill. show it to the Sen- 
ator. The Committee.on Finance have reported 


' aseparate bill for the purpose.of producing this 


result; aud when it was called up the other day 


: the Senator from Nevada objected to the con- 


sideration of the proposition in the shape of a 


' separate hill, and then I gave notice. that I 
| would.move, under the instructidns of the Com- 


It is recommended by || mittee on Finance, ta amend this appropriatign | 


bill by putting this measure upon..it, on, the 


| ground that ia connection. with the business 


of melting and refining, for which provision 
was made in. the bill, it would. reduce the ex- 
penses of the Government, so that it was a 
legitimate matter to go upon this appropria- 
tion bill. 

I havo, no disaretion in this matter; I. am 
acting ubder the instructions of the Finance 


| Committee; and the question may as well be 
: considered here as in any other place. I think 


the Senator from Nevada is mistaken in sup- 
posing that this legislation will necessarily 
injure the branch mint at Carson City, for if 
the Secretary of the Treasury in-his judgment 
shall deem it. advisable to have the réfining 
done at the branch mint in Carson City for 
that mint he will so ordet ; but if otherwise, 
if the refining can be done elsewhere, and the 
bullion refined can be furnished to that mint, 
of course the Secretary will so order; but it 
does not necessarily follow that this will injure 
the branch mint. - : 
‘Eben, while I should be very unwilling, if I 
could avoid it, to disoblige the Senator, or todo 
any harm to that branch mint, yet upon s great 
question affecting the whole United States and 
the interests of the Government, it seems to 
me at consideration alone ought not to con- 
trol it. | : 
In addition to what I said. before, there is‘no 
doubt that it.ean bedemonstrated with mathe- 
matical certainty that the refining of this geld 


at: private refineries will increase the coinage 
of the United States, for the reason that now 
an unparted bar is worth more for exportation 
than it is.for purposes of coinage. If a man 
can go-into the oity of San Francisco and buy 
an unparted bar and take it to England and 
have it refined for nothing, men will speculate 
in these bars.. They will buy them up and take 
them out of the country, take them to England 
to have them refined and to have them coined. 
Business of that kind will be conducted, and 
the amount of coinage in the United States will 
be largely reduced -by that business. To-day 
there is a large business going on between San 
: Francisco and Europe by which unparted bars 
are purchased up there by persons and trans- 
. ported to England for the purpose of being 
refined, because profit can be made upon it. 
It is for the purpose of keeping these bars in 
the United States and having them converted 
into coin here, and having that coin put into 
circulation in this country, that this amendment 
is proposed, as well as the saving of expense 
to the United States in other ways. 
„Naw, sir, this business of refining is a new 
business in the Mint of the United States, 
Prior qo,the war the business of the Mint was 
' exclusively coinage; but when gold was dis- 
covered in California, and the necessities of the 
war came upon ug, then the business of refin- 
ing was added to the business of coinage in the 
; Mint. It has been found to be productive of 
| loss and.expense to the United States. The 
| necessity for continuing this system has passed 
i away ; and this amendment simply proposes to 
| return to that condition of things which existed 
‘ prior to the war. pee 
Mr. NYE, Doesthe hanorable Senator mean 
to say that there was no refining in our Mint 
| before the rebellion? 
. Mr, WILLIAMS.. : There was for a little 
while before the rebellion. _ 
i Mr. NYE... A good while before. . 
Mr. WILLIAMS. There was not any before 
|! the vast amouat of gold: produced in California 
|: made it- necessary to establish this business of 
| refining in connection. with the Mint. I do. nat 
| remember the precise year; but I undertake 
| tø say that for the greater portion of the time 
| singe the organization of the Government the 
i business. of the Mint has been coinage. The 
: only legitimate business of a mint is to coin, 
money.; and to refine gold is no more the busi- 
; pess of the Mint of the United States than it is 
, to dig gold. 
Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, thisis a sim- 
| ple proposition which goes to the-eponomy of 
, the Government and to enhancing the value of 
| bullion, The mjner has an interest in it if the 
| value of his bullion can be enhanced by cheap- 
ening the process.. He takes his bullton in a 
' crade.state tothe Mint,. Itis there melted and 
assayed, and he is paid for it, after deducting 
| the charges of the Mint. Then. the bullion 
' becomes. the. property of the United States. 
The United States then refine it and coin it; 
but in doing that they make a large allowance 
i for wastage. The defalcations in the Mint have 
| oceurred, not in the assaying, for there is no 
i chance of any there, bat in this subsequent 
 refining.. The defaleation in San Francisco of 
several hundred thousand dollars resulted from 
this wastage going up through the chimney in 
this refining process. 

If the Government did not refine at all, but 
received refined bars, and disposed of its-bul- 
lion for the exact assayed value of the received 
refined bars, they would avoid this. risk, for 
which the allowance is very large in the Mint, 
The allowance for what may te lost in this pro- 
cess of refining may run up, as I understand, 
as high as $100,000 in a year. That risk, 
which the Government take in this delicate 
process, ean be avoided if they can find private 
establishments that will do the work and bring 
them. refined bullion. Of course they would 
not make the exchange unless it could be re- 
fined cheaper there than it.could be in the Gov- 
ernment establishment. 
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When the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
Director of the Mint concur that the exchange 
may be made yon avoid this expense. If it is | 
done cheaper, it enhances the value of the bul- | 
lion for the purposes of coinage. This proposi- | 
tion is against the interest of the bullion speca- 
lator, who buys crude bullion to ship to Europe, | 
becanse he wants the shipping value of ithigher 
than the coinage value, and every difficulty, 
every risk, and every obstruction that is in the | 
way suits him. But if the Government of the | 
United States were liberated from this refining 
process, and your coinage charge should be 
taken off—and I think it ought to be taken off, 
and I hope the Committee on Finance will 
take off that charge—then the coinage value 
would be greater than the export value, be- 
cause we could make it into coin here, and it . 
would be worth more for ceinage than for ex- 
portation, and you would have more coin iw! 
the country. But the expense of the ma- 
chinery that is necessary for this purpose, 
and the cost of refining in the Mint are ‘so 
great, and then your royalty added to that, 
that you increase the export value so much that 
those who wish to ship the bullion, and’ who 
want to prevent it going to the Mint, ‘have 
great advantages as the matter now stands. 

By this proposition the Government simply 
relieves itself from an expensive manufacture 
without incurring any risk, for the value is 
stamped after the assay; the value is then 
determined. The depositor, the miner, or 
whoever depositsthe bullion, is paid atcording 
to that assayed value. The bar then becomes 
the property of the United States. 
United States can avoid the risk of refining, 
and save money by it, and take no chance of 
losing, and get it refined cheaper than they | 
can refine it, you willnot-have so large a mar: | 
gin for wastage, for what goes upthe chimney. 
Private refineries and private parties can man- 
ufacture cheaper than the’ Government. All 
these delicate processes can be done chéaper | 
by private enterprisé than by the Government. 
This proposition opens the’ business to-the 
whole world, and it cannot possibly injure any- 
body. The machinery of the Mint inthe mean | 
time remains there, and if the private éstab- 
lishments cannot do this work cheaper and 
make a saving to the Government then that 
machinery can be again used. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will my 
friend from Nevada allow me to say a word 
to him? 

Mr. STEWART. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I raised the 
point that this amendment was not germane 
to this bill, and the effort which the friends of 
the measure seem to deem it necessary to make 
to convince the Senate that it ought to go en 
the bill it seems to me is a pretty conclusive 
argument, if the debate is to be continued, that 
it ought not to go on this bill. i i 

Mr. STEWART. Well, we will stop dis- 
cussing it. i 

Mr. NYE. Mr. President, the idea of this 
plan did not originate with the Secretary of 
the Treasury, nor with the Director of the 
Mint. It originated far away from here, in 
that section of the country where nearly all 
the gold and silver of the country are produced. 
It was born of the fact that an immense estab- 
lishment has grown up there; and undoubtedly 
if they are allowed to control the whole. sep- 
arating of these ores they can do it cheaper, 4 | 
very little cheaper than it is done by the Mint. 
Having that establishment, from their desiré 
to handle and control the whole bullion of the 
Pacifie coast, this project was born, not from | 
the Mint, not from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, not from the Director of the Mint. E 

T desire to call the attention of the Senate to 
one or two considerations on this subjeét. 

One of the great purposes of a mint is that 
it is the guarantee, the promise of the Govern- 
ment that whatever goes in there for coinage 
shall be honestly manipulated, honestly sep- 
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| now. If this were simply a question of 


‘that labor performed: cheaper than the Gov- 
I can stamp with a single || 


arated, and that the individual depositor shall 
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get his return honestly. That consideration 


gives confidence to the depositor in the Mint. 
If this were a question merely of cheapening 
the coinage of this country I would undertake 
to find men who would stamp your coin with 
the dies that the Government may make itself 
for one fourth what the Government ‘charges 
cheap- 
ness in coinage I could get- every branch of 


ernment performs it. 
machine all the coin that this Government pro- | 
duces; and I have no doubt this same com- l 
pany would be willing to coin it for a quarter 
of what the Government charges now. Bat, 
sir, that is not the way in which the coin of 
this country was intended to be manipulated 
or mađe. Tt isa contract on the part of the | 
Government that this-work shall be performed 

honestly and well, and a guarantee on their 

part that the depositor shall get his return. 

I acknowledge that if you take, for instance, 
the city of San Francisco, in the State of Cali- 
fornia, that point where the large proportion | 
of the precious metals centers, where there are | 
éstablishments holding large amounts of the 
solution that is necessary for separating and 
refining these metals, they can ‘do it cheaper 
than it can be done by the United States. But, | 
sir, the Government is to-day building a mint 
in California four times as large as the oné now 
used, in which there is provided room for all 
these refining processes. They are carrying 
the work on to perfection. There is not a mint 
nor a branch of the Mint im the United States 
but what has all the machinery necessary for 
refining in it now. ca 

Sir, make this contract, or give the Secretary 
of the Treasury the power to make it; take 
this machinery all out of your mints, and when 
itis all out who is todo your refining and at what 
expense? Suppose the time should come when 
the persons with whom the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury and the Director of the Mint are to 
contract should disagree about the terms, and 
your refining processes are all taken from your 
mints, what gre you gding to do then? Will you 
go to work and bdild ‘a -great Government re- 
finery? No. Will yon‘ compel these men to 
come to your terms? No, you cannot; butyou 
will have to go to work and reinvest every one 
of your mints with this process and with the 
power to refine. — 5 

Sir, this proposition is one that is liable to 
objection in many points of view; and I desire 
the attention of the Senate while I read a com- 
munication which, at my express request, I 
have got from the: Senator from California, 
[Mr. Core; ] from the melter and refiner of the | 
mint at San Francisco. He says: ` 4 


MELTER AND REFINER’S OFFI 


CE 
-UNITED STATES BRANCH Mint, 
San Francisco, February 21, 1870. 


several operative officers of 
of the most important articles contained therein, 
which I hope you have received. 

After a conversation in. reference to taking the 
refining out of the mints and giving it to private 
refiners, they urged me to give you my views at 
length touching that matter, which I have concluded 
to do, hoping they may prove useful to you when the 
question comes before you. 


In giving the refining to private refineries there i 
are many obstacles to be considered, as well asthe 
These obstacles I will en- 


loss to the Government. € 
deavor to state as briefly as possible, so as to be well 
understood, and I think that when you fully under- 


stand them you will bear me out in my statement: i! 
como to ias mint and ‘| taightoceur. Thus the Government cannotturn over 
and |: 


be reweighed, aft ing, ia : ; 
sent back to be reweighe er melting, by one of |: and recompute each deposit separately, 


First, the bullion will have 
be received and receipted for by the treasurer, 
now done, then melted by the-deposit melters, 


the treasurer’s: clerks, thon sent to the assayer to 
bechipped for assaying, then sent back and held by | 
the treasurer until all 
assayed and report 


upon by the assayer; then, | 


| instead of turning them-over to the melter and |; 


refiner, as is now done, the. treasurer will deliver it 
over to private parties to bc refined. So yousee the 
same work will have:to be:done that is now done į 
before the bullion can j 


Mr. WILLIAMS. ‘I willask the Senator if 
that letter is written with reference to this 


amendinent? ° - | 


‘Mr. NYE. Precisely; the same thing. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. ‘Then the man who writes 
it does not understand his business, that is all 
I have to say; because this amendment doeg 
not contemplate anything but an exchange 
the mere purchase of the refined bars with 
unparted bars. 

Mr. NYE. Then I repose to show the 
Senator that he has been unfortunate in the 
language he has used before I get through: 


Again, the Government will have to pay tha 
reinery nearly as much as is now charged by the 

int. 

Second, will they refine this bullion without be- 
ing allowed a percentage loss for wastage? And 
is it likely that the refinery will return any of this: 
allowance for loss? [answer no; for they can keep 
itifthey wish. The Government allows the melter 
and refiner a percentage for loss; he works the bul- 
lion with the greatest care, and docs not lose more 
than one fourth.of the amount allowed, therefore 
making a great saving to the Government. i 

Again, in all bullion which assays 959 tine in gold 
there is no account taken of the silver contained., 
Now, the Government gains all thissilver, but would 
loso it if refined by private refineries. 

Again, when gold comes from our refinery it is 
ready for making into ingots at once. But the fine 
gold brought in by the refineries up to this time is 
first weighed by the treasurer, assayed and computed 
by its weight as received, and then delivered to the 
welter and refiner to go into ingots. 


When the Government gets through the re- 
fining the gold is readfto be made into ingots, 
but when the refining i$ done by these private 
refiners the bar is brought back and has then 
to be taken in hand by the Government opera- 
tives and made into ingots for coinage : 

But before he can make it into ingots it has to be 
toughened by putting it into pots and subjecting it 
to a strong heat with the use of corrosive sublimate, 


which costs one dollar per pound. Besides, there ara 
the labor, fuel, and loss of gold in toughening, which 


latter loss is no small amount; and my opinion is : 


that the gold which they would refine for the Mint 
would not be nearso good asthe gold they now bring 
in, consequently the loss and expense of working it 
would be so much the greater. 

I do not look at this with any selfish motive 
but for the true interest of the Government; for 
sincerely believe the Government will be the loser 
by leaving out the refining. 

There are many other reasons which I might, 
urge, but I fear I may tire your patience. But one 
other matter I will speak of in ‘this connection. 
Every deposit now has a paper of grains, which are 
pounded from the flux used in melting it. Will the 
refinery take those grains and receipt for them as of 
the same fineness as the deposit to which they be- 
long, as I now have todo? I think not, for they are 
not as fine as the deposits to which they belong. So 
here is another obstacle, And what will the treas- 
urer do with them? If he melts them into a bar he 
will be subjected to the same loss that I now am, 
namely, a loss in fineness and in weight; and as he 
is allowed nothing for wastage his accounts will run 


short, for he has already paid the depositor for the . 


grains as if they were of the same fineness as the 
deposit. 


So the Senate will see the depositor now gets ` 


paid for these grains as of the same fineness as 


the bulk of the metal, whereas he would lose — 


that if these private refiners had to do thia 


| work. . 


t 
of each day’ i i £ € l 3 
y’s deposits are i fact the bullion cannot be given outfor refining with- 


be handed over to be refined. |! 


Now, I desire the attention of the Senate to 


Dear Sim: A few days since I forwatded-you a | what follows. They will see what this private 
copy of the new Mint laws, \ the yiews of the f 
this branch upon some |; 


company want: i 
Since I have been melter and refiner the grains 


; amount to nearly five hundred ounces. This amoant 
i the depositor never got before, 


, y! because the flux which 
contained those grains was not pounded up and 
washed, as itis now, but was passed into the sweep 
cellar, and the melter and refiner received the benefit 
of it to make up his accounts. . 

Again, the melter and refiner reçeipts to the 
treasurer for the chips and scraps which the assayer 
takes from each deposit, and has to hold the assayer 
forthem. Now, togivethese out toberefined it will 
be necessary to remelt and reassay them, thus incur- 


i ring an expense not now necessary. 


The assayer holds the chips used for assaying for 
some weeks, in order to rectify any mistakes which 


any of the depositsin fall, either separately orin buik. 
As a consequence it would be necessary to reweig 

or to remelt 
several deposits together, then reassay and recom- 
pute them before giving them out to be refined. in 


out involving the trouble, expense, and delay of re- 
melting, reassaying, and recomputing. i 

I have talked with a great number of our heaviest 
business men in this city on the subject, and they are 
all opposed toit, and I do assure you that nearly every 
business man and every miner in the State would 
sign a petition protesting againstit, and ÍI think your 


| friend, who is weil acquaipted in the mining region, 


will bear me out in my stdtemen 


t. 
J. P. COCHRAN, 


1870. ' 
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Sir, there ig the experience ‘of one of your 
own public servants ; a man of course compe- 
tent to judge, or the Government would not 
hare him in its employ ; a man entirely familiar 


with the mampu 


him wi i 
that this cannot be done, and you will see by 
the presentation which he makes that it would 
increase necessarily the clerk hire inthe Depart- 
ment by this remelting, reassaying, and re- 
computing more than it could possibly save by 
being sent out. This Government officer under- 
stands t 
be, quite as 
Oregon. 
speaks ’ her ; 
Now, Mr. President, what is it that is to be 
done? The honorable Senator from :Qhio, in 
a manner not quite his own, suggested to me 
that he did not know but that it might hurt 
our mintin Nevada. Sir, I did not procure 
the passage of the law——— ae 
Nr. SHERMAN, - I certainly did not say 


well as the honorable Senator from 


lation of ‘bullion in all its | 
phases, or this Goveroment would ‘not trust | 
th that responsible ‘position... He says |! 


his matter better than I do, and, it may | 


He speaks like a man of truth. “He :i 
like a man kuowing whereof he speaks: `; 


that with any unkindness to: the Senator from . 


Nevada. , 
in San Francisco, because that was the only 
city where there were private refineries; that 


selves anywhere else. 
. Mr. NYE. Long before I was a member 
of the Senate, and long before Nevada was a 


State, the appropriation was made for the mint | 


at Carson City. s : 
Mr. SHERMAN. I wish the Senator to 
understand that I disclaim utterly meaning 


I said that this would only operate | 


anything unkind to him or to the mint at Car- 


son City. What I said was of general appli- 
cation. . This measure is intended, as a matter 


of course, to draw -the refining to San Francisco. ' 
. Mr. NYE. Perhaps I am a little aversensi- | 


tiveon.that points I hear on all ¢orners, from 
persons who are anxious to have this process 
brought about of relieviog the Government 
from any expense of refining, that: my opposi- 
tion to.it'arises fromthe faet: that. we have.a 
mint in Nevada. : Sir, I should: be recreant 
to the State which I represent, I should be 
recreant to my own judgment, if: I should 
stand here and see an arrangement. made by 
which my own people were to be injured and 
wronged and not protest against it... L tell you, 
sir, the object of this arrangement is to control 


delphia know: whether the bonds areample and 
sufficient for this assay office? Who shall be 
responsible to the depositor? The Govern- 
ment will find out when it comes to pay its 
deficit: Suppose to-day that the establishment 
of this company, by some misfortune, with 
millions of Government: gold: in its ‘hands, 
should be consumed in a night, and all of this 
liquid metal which they have on-hand, which 
often amounts to millions; consumed and lost. 
o Me SHERMAN. Ibope my friend from 
Nevada does notsuppose that we have reported 
a proposition here that shall authorize the gold 
of the United States to be transferred to private 
parties under any circumstances. : It provides 
expressly that:the exchange shall be made to 
parties for unparted bars. ; 

Mr. NYE. — [ understand what this means 
precisely. It means simply that the Govern- 
ment will not take the crude buition, but will 


drive the depositor to this private concern to | 


have his metal refined. Thatis.what it means. 
Mr. SHERMAN. On the-eontrary, ii my 


remember that the law which authorizes the 


with his product and to receive the gold and 


silver coin.of the United States for the full value 
probably private refiners would not locatethem- |, 


of that product is not impaired in the least. 
This only authorizes thé exchange of the gold 
bullion tor unparted bars. : ‘ 

Mr. NYE. Now let: me. tell my honorable 
friend that if he takes a miliion to the mint at 
San Francisco ‘to-day to be assayed to-morrow 
morning they will give him a million in coin 
for it > K 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. NYE. Very well; then it nèeds none 
of this legislation to say that they will take a 
refined bar; they will take it any way. It 
needs no additional legislation for that. I cau 
take gold 900 fine, go to the mint in San Fran- 
cisco, or ia my own town, and get coin for it 


< to-morrow morning; not that; that bullion is 
coined; but it is assayed and its value ascer- | 


. pleted for his money. 


tained, and therefore I get:my coin. 
is obliged to wait until the process is com- 
They have in each of 


‘the mints what they call a bullion fund, a : 
fund to pay the depositor when the value of | 


his metal is ascertained. If it is 700 fine they 


; pay him accordingly; if itis 900 fine they pay 


the bullion in California, and Nevada produces | 


as much bullion as California does; and. why | 
should I not stand up-for.the miat in Nevada? | 


It has got its swaddlingrclothes on yet, and it 
has got to struggle every moment of its exist- 
ence against persons desirous of producing the 
result now proposed by the honorable Senator 
from Oregon; that is, to abolish :the mint at 


Carson City ; or, asthe former Secretary wanted | 


to call it, an assay office. Ihave run about 


here enough to amount to a voyage across the || 
plains on foot in order to get a Secretary of the . 


Treasury to sénd out the money for its con- 
straction, when. there was a plain requisition 
of law requiring him to do so. i 


speak with some feeling for Nevada. 


around her. 
her youth to assume the position in this nation 


to which she will be entitled if sheis not chokeđg | 
Why should | 


in ber progress as she advances. 
I not stand wp herè for Nevada and her inter- 
ests? She has honored me, and 1 will be true 
taher. Whyshould I not stand up for Nevada 
when her mountains yield the bullion that this 
company seek to handle and employ? Sir, I 
stand here for the miner of my own State, who 
goes with his bullion to the mint and there 
receives the Government security and indem- 


nity that he shall have an banest return for it. | 


Vhy drive him to'a private assay office, where 
God knows who may bandite it? What security 
is the Secretary of the Treasury to take for the 
millions that he hands over to this private assay 
office? Can the Director of the Mint at Phila- 


him: accordingly. ‘They first ascertain that, 


and then pay him the coin; and I may state | 
still further that- they give him the value in| 


coin, irrespective of any loss-in refining. The 
Government takes the risk of that; and there 
is aot so mach lost as Senators imagine. My 
colléague said it went up the chimney. I guess 


i| it went out on boots. [Laughter.] I do not 


think much- gold passes up through the chim- 
ney, and never did. Its tendency is not upward, 
but downward. Gravitation has something to 
do with gold. Thisidea of gold going up the 
chimney was in a day when the process of coin- 
age was not attended to. I trust the day of 
coining that kind of gold that goes up the 


|| chimney is done with. Perhaps this mining 
I know whereof I speak about this thing. I'i 
She has | 
yet got the marks of her swaddling-clothes | 
She is young, but striving with | 


and refining company have some process that 
will prevent it from going up. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. IL ask the honorable Sen- 
ator if the officers engaged in refining in the 
mint did not lose this amount of money, and 
if the United States did not loseit all; whereas 
if it had been refined by private establishments 
the United States would not have losta dollar? 
’ Mr. NYE. No man in his senses supposed 
it was lost inrefining. That is all humbug. It 
was lost because it was stolen. That is the 
plain English-of its; =- 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Very well; stolen in 
refining. 

Mr. NYE. Stolen in refining; or stolen 
before it was refined or after, God only knows 
which. The officers. were dishonest and they 
lost it, and the Government. ought to be re 
sponsible for it. Under the present and the 
late direction of the mint there did not any 
gold go up the chimney. co 


| object of the proposition ; it goes further. 


No man j 


-Now, Me. President, the honorable Senator 
from Oregon, who understands this question 
much better than Ido, says that the great sav- 
ing in these private establishments is in using 
sulphuric acid in the process of refining. [I 
expect -he is right. I acknowledge that. I 
know that sulphuric acid is cheaper a great 
deal than the acid the Government uses by 
order of the Mint ingPhiladelphia. Who dis- 
covered that? Mint\men themselves. A Mr. - 
Baker, who stands A No. 1, clear up above 
those who seek: to be his compeers in knowl- 
edge, in the employ of the assay office in New 
York, made the discovery ; and right there, in 
that not very sparsely-settled city, on the borders 
of Wall street, he uses sulphuric acid with per- 
fect impunity, and no man complainsof it. He 
exhausts its fumes in chests as they rise; and 
if-that can be done in New York it can be done 
in Philadelphia ; if it can be done in Philadel- 
phia it can bedone in California; and if it can 
be done in California it can be done in my own 


i State. 
honorable friend will reflect: d moment he will |! 


Mr. President, when the Senate comes to 


a ‘| sift this project to the bottom, this measure 
miner to go to the mint or to‘ an assay office | 


really proposes nothing that every person has 


i not a right to do now, to tale refined bars to 
i; the Mint and get his pay for them. But it does 


not mean to stop there. It means to give this 
refining to private institutions. That is what 
the amendment is for: Whether the language 
conveys the idea I leave honorable Senators 
to determine. I can take pure bars to-day to 
the Mint and have them assayed, separated, 


_and refined, and í can get the gold for them as 


quick as their value is ascertained. Then what 
is the use of legislation in that reapect? Cer- 
tainly none. Bat I repeat that is not the 
It 
provides: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby au- 
thorized, whenever in his judgment and in the judg- 
ment of the Director of the Mint it is for the interest 
of the United States to do so, to receive on deposit 
at the Mint of the United States and the several 
branches thereof refined gold and silver bullion suit- 
able for coinage. ae 

Now, stop there. Does any sane man pre- 
tend that it needs any legislation to authorize 
any mint on this continent or its branch totake 
that now- and. to pay the value of it in coin? 
No, sir. - Then what is all this verbiage about? 
It does not require any legislation up to that 
point. .Now, we will proceed : 

And in payment thereof to deliver to the parties 
making such deposits unparted bars. 

There is:where it comes in. They are to 
take these refined bars and pay for them with 
unrefined bars. Does that need legislation ? 
No, sir; for the reason that the Mint can pay 
for them now in coin; and is not that as good 
as unrefined bars? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator has stated 
up to this point very accurately the: meaning 
of this proposition, unquestionably ; but here 
is the difficulty: under the law as it now stands 
the Mint: cannot:pay out those unparted bars 
for any purpose. They must necessarily refine 
them. | 

Mr. NYE. Precisely. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The object of this amend- 
ment, and the only object so far as I under- 
stand it, is to authorize this refining process 
at private refineries. ee i 

Mr. NYE, Outside:of the Mint. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. NYE. It is to swap bullion. That is 
what it means. As 

Mr. SHERMAN. And to pay for the re- 
fined bullion which is presented at the Mint 
unrefined, unparted bars. oa 

Mr. NYE. Precisely so. The honorable 
Senator and myself understand it precisely 
alike. Now, what isthe object? It isto allow 
these private establishments to make money 
in this refining. Are we to be told that. the 
United States with all its skill employed: can- 
not refine with as simple processes as these 
outside refiners? Has it eome to this, that the 


|| United States with all ite skill cannot do work 
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ag well as A, B, C, and D, in the elty of San 


‘rancisco ? 
Mr. SHERMAN, They eannot do it as 
cheap. 

Mr. NYE. Why? I can tell the Senator 
the only reason why. 


do it cheaper, I grant you. 
object? To turn the whole bullion of the Pa- 
cific coast into this private refining establish- 
ment. Who will then lose the wastage in the 


If these private estab- | 
lishments get the whole of this work they can į; 


What, then, is the | 
' are told here; 
| dreds of thousands a year? 


Treasury may make sach allowances for this 
refining as in his judgment he sees fit? There 
comes in thé compensation to these private 
establishments, For instance, he says, ‘I will 
give you such an additional per cent. in erude 
bullion if you will retuen me refined bullion.” 
Who, then, is to get your scraps and your scrap- 
ings and your leavings that have become, as we 
valued at thousands and hun- 


have read from the melter and refiner of the 


process of refining? The man who produces ` 
E , five hundred ounces a year, and each ounce 


of that is worth eighteen dollars; and that he 


the bullion. Thereis the point. Every miner 
in my State loses. 
hundred pounds of bullion and is 
run it through this crucible loses, 
establishment does the work at a loss; 


obliged to 
unless this 


people on our coast that 
tine bullion for nothing! They do not do that. 
‘This is a swap of material, wheres the person 
who gets the crude bullion wins, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
Senator a question, with his permission. 

Mr. NYE. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. When the miner takes 
his bullion to the Mint it-is assayed, and he 
receives the full value of the gold and silver 
which he takes there in coin, and the bar be- 


Every man who takes his | 


' gays the Government saves. 


mint at San Francisco says that it amounts to 


By this arrange: 


ment the Government would lose it. 


and | 
God forbid that we should have such generous i 
they are going to re- | 


I should like to ask the | 


comes the property of the United States. Now, | 


I should like to know how the miner loses any- 
thing? He gets the full value of his bullion in 
coin after the bar is assayed, and he has no 
more to do with the refining of that bar than 


does not tose a dollar nor a cent, and there is 
no way in which it can be shown. 
Mr. NYE. Who does lose-it? 


Mr. NYE. Then what is the object of the || 


swap between. your crude bullion and the re- 


evable the United States to dispense with the 


business of refining, becausé these private ' 


refineries can do it for less money than the 
United States; as has been demonstrated by 
experience; and the fact is now that out of 
more than fifty millions of gold refined in San 
Francisco two thirds of it to-day is refined by 
these private refineries. The object of this 


amendment is simply to allow the Secretary | 
of the Treasury to authorize the balance of it | 


to he refined in the same way. 


Mr. NYE. I denythe proposition in toto that ` 


these people can refine, except in increased 
quantities, any cheaper than the Government: 
of. the United States. They bave no better 


acid... They use the same as the Government. | 


They have no better tools, 
than the Government. 
cheaper, it is because of the increased quan- 


no better machinery 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine.. Wilt the Sen- 
ator yield to me to makea motion fora recess? 

Mr. NYE. Certajnly. 

Several Sevators. No, no. - 

Mr. CONKLING. Can we not finish this 
bill to-day without taking a recess and without 
an evening session? ` 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I have very little 
hope that we can do 80. 

r. NYE. -I yield for that. purpose. 
Mr. HOWE. ‘Has the Senator from Maine 


any faith that he will accomplish anything by | 


an evening session? : 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Iam somewhat 
doubtful about it; but 1 deem it my duty to 
propose it to the Senate for fear I might. be 


‘ censured for not attempting it at least, and it 


' seems to be the only course which we can pur- 


he has with its coinage, not one particle. He _ ue. : i 
| Mr. HOWE. We did not do anything last 


night. : i ; 
| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine: ` All I desire to 
Mr: WILLIAMS. There is no logs about it. © 


If they can do it : 


tity that is tò be given to them. There is where ' 


I atarted,:and where I get back; and to get 
that quentity yeu have got:to give them the 
eontrol of the.bullion tradeof the Pacific coast. 


Now, sir, I will:go: a little further, and say, | 


in reply to the honorable Senator from Ohio, 


that Í think his argument is: unsound; that it , 
does not need legislation to do what he says is | 


proposed. If a person wishes to take crude 
bullion or unrefined bars instead of coin, what 
law exists now that prevents the Director of 
the Mint from paying him in that way? He 
would count it as coim; The Director of ‘the 
Mint might just as well, after he had assayed 
this bullion, pay in unrefined bullion as to pay 
in coin, if he did: not overpay the value of it. 
He would be held to account for what he re- 
ceived; and in whatever way he accounts for 
it, it is o.fall receipt to him. - i 
ow, Mri President, here is a part of the 
proposition to which I desire to call attention: 
Unparted bars, at such rates and upon such terms 
ulations as shall be prescribed by the Director 
of the Mint, subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. a : ; 
What is that arrangément to be?: Does not 
that mean in terms that the Secretary of the 


say to the Senate is; that ifit is the pleasure of 
the Senate to meet here to-night I shall be 
very glad to go on with this bill; but if we are 


| to prbpoge a recess, and then, as was the case 


ined ? ee i 
. WILLAMS, I say the object is to | 
r y y 3 | we shall ee but little: : > 


during the last two nights, have no quoram, 


Mr.: CONKLING: : Would not the Senator 
prefer an agreement:that we stay here. and sit 
the bill ont to-night? © > : 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should be very 
glad, indeed, if we could do so. : 

Mr. CONKLING. Why not agree to stay 
here and sit the bill out now ? so p u 

Mr. SUMNER. There.is a reason why we 


i should not. i think thete are'a great many 


other amenilments to be moved on this bill; 
and then the bill has not yet been taken out 
of ¢ommittee, and therefore all that has been 
dons: will be open to consideration. again in 
the Senate. 


This letter that I | 


are several propositions to ‘be offered which | 


will probably cause debate in the Senate. ` 


Mr. CONKLING, - Fhat is no-truer now 


than it will be to-morrow. : 
Mr. MORRILL, ‘of Maine. 


pleasure of the Senate to continue’ the session, | 


or at any rate to-continue ‘it until we get. the 


| bill out of committec, I make no: proposition 


for a recess; ` ua 
. -Mr: SHERMAN. I think we had better 
come back here at seven: or half past seven 
o’clock, and sit the bill out to-night. : 
Mr. CONKLING. I hope we shall sit it 
out to-night. ae ory ; 
Mr. SHERMAN. — If we should continue 
to sit right on now, at six o’clock the Senate 
would be without a quoram. pe 
_ Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not sup- 
pose I can make this motion without general 
consent. :I appeal, then,to.the Senate for gen- 


eral consent to submit to a motion for a recess | 


at five o'clock until half past sever o'clock. 
We are ‘now. within twenty minutes of five 
o’clock. ; 

. The PRESIDING OFFIOER, (Mr. Pome- 


ROY in the chair:) | Is there objection to the . 


motion of the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. CASSERLY.: I think: it: ought.to be 
understood that the meeting this evening is to 
be for the purposes of this bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine.: : Katirely. 


If it is the. 


: Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilten of 
‘| Howard, Lewis, Morrill:of Vermont, Norton, Pool, 
`: Revels, Saulsbury, and Sawyer—2l. 


Mr. STEWART. We had better have it 
understood, because somebody may stay away, 
Mr. RAMSEY. We cannot securea quorum 
with that understanding. 
Mr. CASSERLY. Then I shall vote against 
the motion ifwe cannot have that understanding, 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 do not think there is 
the least probability of finishing this bill to- 
night. There are numerous amendments to be 
offered to it, some of which will give rise to 
debate. There is no chance of finishing it to- 
night, and | think it would be useless to make 
such an attempt. 
Mr. SUMNER. It is utterly impossible. 
Mr. CONKLING. We have frequently heard 
that it was impossible to do things. and some: 
times we have seen them done after we had 
heard that. Whatever progress we make with 
this bill to-night will be clear gain. If its pro- 
gress should carry us to the end, so. much the 
better. If it stops short of the end, still it is 
clear gain. I hope we shall have an eveuing 
session, and I venture to suggest to the honor- 
able Senator from Maine that he give notice 
asa part of his motion that he will ask the 
Senate to stay here and sit out this bill if it can 
be done within the limits of reasonable hours, 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I beg leave to say to the 
Senator from New York that we had an even- 
ing session last night; I was here and I do not 
now remember that I had the pleasure ofseeing 
the Senator from New York. Probably I did, 
but if so I have forgotten it now. 
Mr. CONKLING. That shows what a very 
short memory the Senator has. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. At any rate, I was here 
myself for several hours, and I am not aware 
that we made any progress at all. I do not 
think we were any further advanced when we 
came here this morning than we should have 
been if we had not met last evening; and I 
think we shall have the same experience if we 
come here to-night. ee a 
~ Mr. WILSON. I wish to state to the Senate 
that to-morrow morning I shall ask them to 
take up the Army bill and settle it:if possible. 
Mr. DRAKE: I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. > ` . i i 
'' Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I hope not. 
The question being put, there were on & 
division—ayes 82, nots 20: $ 
+ Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think I had 
better demand the yeas and nays on this 
motion. : ee te. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. i 
` Mr. CONKLING. All who want to stay 


| here and dispose of this bill will vote ‘‘ nay.” 
The Senator is aware that there | 


‘The question being taken by yeas:and nays, 
resulted-—yeas 80, nays 21; as follows: 
“YBAS—Messts. Bayard, Boréman, Casserly, Drake, 
Fenton, Flanagan, Hamilton of Texas, Harris, Jobu- 
ston, Kellogg, MoCreery, McDonald, Morton, Nye 
Osborn, Patterson, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, 
Scott, Spencer, Sprague, Stockton, Sumner, Thayer, 
Thorman, Trumbull, Vickers, and Yates—30. ` 
AYS—Messrs.. Ames, Buckingham, Chandler, 
Cole, Conkling, Cragin, Edmunds, Harlan, Howe, 
Howell, Morrill of Maine, Pomeroy, Ross. Schurs, 
Sherman, Stewart, Tipton, Warner, Willey, Williams, 
and Wilson—21. 
_ ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Brownlow, 
Cameron, Carpenter, Cattell, Corbett, Davis. Ferry, 
Maryland, Hamlin, 


So the motian was agreed to; and the Sen- 
ate adjourned, 


‘HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
O WEDNESDAY, May 11, 1870. 

The House metat twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read 
approved. . ; 

PAY OF MEMBERS, ETC. 


Mr. BEAMAN, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Appropriations, reported & 
pill (H. R. No. 1977) to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the compensation an 
mileage of members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and Delegates from the Territories 


and 


1870. 
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for the fisoal year ending June 80, 1870; which 
was read a first and second time. — ' 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
sum of $500,000, or so much theteof ag may 
be necessary, be, and the same is, appropriated 
for compensation and mileage ot members of 
the House of Representatives and Delegates 
from Territories to supply deiiciencies in the 
appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1870. 
: Mr. BEAMAN. I now call the previous 
question. f 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. l 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, 


taken in no-factious spirit, bat tinder s feñsé 
of duty to ourselves and to aoe whom we 
represent on this floor. We regarded this meas- 
ure as one of the most: important that could 


engage the attention of this House, so much s0 


` that we felt that it was but riglit to thè people 


it was accordingly read the third time, and - 


assed, 
E Mr. BEAMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. i 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
SHIPPING DUES. 


Mr. O'NEILL, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1978) to repeal the 
act approved March 17, 1800, entitled “An 
act declaring the assent of Congress to cértain 
acts of the States of Maryland and Georgia;’” 
which wasread a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

J NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The first thing in order this 
morning isthe unfinished business of yesterday, 
a joint resolution (S. R. No, 121) authorizing 
the Northern Pacific Railroad Company to 
issue its bonds forthe construction of its road 
and to secare the same by mortgage, and for 
other purposes; aod on ordering the joint res- 
olution to a third reading the main question 
has been ordered. 

Mr. ORTH. I ask unanimous consent to 
make a brief statement in referenee to the 
pending proposition. 

Mr. FITCH. 1 object. 

Mr. KELSEY. l object, unless others can 
be allowed. to be heard in reply.. - 

TheSPEAKER, Thegentieman must object 
absolately, 


Mr. SARGENT. . Thegentlemdn from New. 
York must take the responsibility of delaying 
the business of the House. 


Mr. KELSEY. I take the responsibility, 


unless we can be heard on this side as well as 
the other. 4 


“Mr. ORTH. I now understand there: will- 


be no objection to my proceeding. pa Pes 
Mr. KELSEY. .Notif it be understood that 
we can be heard on this side. 


The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair will ask for | 


any gentleman precisely the samd privilege he 
now asks for the gentleman from Indiana. He 


cannot entertain unanimous consent for one 


gentleman to speak with the. proviso that än- 

other shall tbe. allowed to speak. 

within the rales of the House. . 

f Mr. KELSEY. Then | withdraw my objec- 
on. . 


Mr. SCHENCK. I hope, if he thinks proper: 


to take it, that the gentleman who introduced 
this joint resolution shall be allowed the game 
length of time after the gentleman from Indi- 
ana has been heard. 

The SPEAKER. 


the gentleman from New York. 
Mr. SARGENT. Five minutes each. 
There was no objection, —_ 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana is entitled to the floor for five minutes. 
Mr. ORTH. Mr. Speaker, i wish to say to 
the House for myself, and I think I may add 
for these who acted with me in this matter 
yesterday, that the course we then teok was 


It js not. 


. The Chair dannot doubt | 
the House will accord. the same privilege to. 


of this country whose property is about to pass 
into the hands of a mammoth corporation that 
those who differed as to the policy of this meas- 
ure involving eo vast an estate, altgost an em- 
pire in extent, should at least have an oppor- 
tunity for brief discussion, and an opportunity 
to present amendments to the House for its 
action. That was denied us; we then felt that 
we could only throw ourselves upon our right 
as protected by the rules of this House, the 
right of delaying action upon this matter until 
members could look into the bill. When it was 
first presented it was hot even printed. Coming 
from the Senate it was placed upon the desk 
of the Speaker, and taken thence on the motion 
of the gentleman who represents the Commit- 


: tee on the Pacific Railroad, and was at once 


' question. 


put upon its passage. The House, by a vote 
of 10 or 12 majority, seconded the previous 
We felt that the importance of this 
measure demanded that it should receive more 
reflection. 
object by what -would be regarded under ordi- 
nary cir¢utmstatices as a revolutionary and rep- 
reherisible proceeding. But under the cirtum- 


|, stances existing here those of us who were 


| wail bere yesterday or on Thursday. 


engaged in that proceeding could vot regard 
it in that light, and we are satisfied to leave 
the consequence’ to those who are directly 
responsible. 


I desire now to offer a suggestibn to the | 


House; and | believe that this morning calmer 
judgment will prevail than was likely tò pre- 
wish 


now to say to the House that the only object 
_of thosewho antagonize this meaguré is that 


‘ this bill should be referred to some 
. committee with such amendments as the 


roper 
ouse 
consent to refer to that committee, that 


ma 
it shall be considered by that committee, and | 


that leave shall be 
time. 


granted to report at any 
As we desire to avoid any unnecessary 


theréfore 


dilatory proceedings, in the ‘hopé, and We ap- 


. | peal to the members of the House to realize’ 
Mr, KELSEY. L object absolutely, then. 


that hope, that when {lid ptevions question ‘is 


moved on the passage Of the bill the House | 


za 


will vote that down, thus giving an opportu: 


i| nity to refer the bill, so that proper and delib- 


erate action may be taken on it. I.think I 
know the members ‘of this House sufficiently 


to justify me in saying that if our hands had. 


not been tied by the refusal of the motion to 
reconsider the vote ordering. the main ques- 
tion we could yesterday have iiutied this knot. 


The only course which, in my judgment, now |, 
remains by which the House can untie the | 
knot and place this matter in a different posi- 
tion from that which it nów occupies, is that | 
the House ‘should refuse to second the previous 


had the right todo, vdtdd for the previous ques- 
tión on the bill, and this action by the House, 
as dvery gentleman understood, aid as was 
announced by the Speakers precluded all 
amendments, So much for my personal posi- 
tion in this matter, I simply stand by the 
action of the majority of the onie 

Now; sir, gne word as to the “vast grant.” 
This Congress is making no vast grant to this 
corporation. The grant was made in 1864, and 
is a vestedinterest. This bill gives to the cor- 
poration no additional rod of land except what 
shall be necessary to make up the deticiency 
which has been created by reason of the Gov- 
ernment having disposed of some of the lands 
along the route het to by this road. 
The very prospect of the building of this road 
has enabled the Government to sell a large 

antity of lands and put the money into its 
' age if 

Mr. INGERSOLL. How much? 

Mr. WHEELER. I cannot tell you pre- 
cisely; Idonotknow. The Commissioner of 
| the General Land Office can tell you better 
: than I can. Whatever that amount may be—be 


‘| the same more or léss—this company now ask 


We could only accomplish this |: 


| the Government to make up to them, and they 
ask that their limits may be enlarged in order 


ij that they may make up that deficiency. It is 
| alleged by the opponents of this measure that 
| it authorizes the company to mortgage a belt 


il 
‘! the mountain. 


: haste we desire no unnecessary delay. 1 have. 
on behalf of those who have acted’ 
with me thas far, to propose that we cease these | 


question on the passage of. the bill. ‘That hav: 


ing been done, it will then be inthe power of the 


House to refer the measure to the appropriate ` 


committee, with sach amendments as may be 


offered, and with instructions to report it back || 
to the House for its action on some subsequént | 


day. 

Mr. VAN' TRUMP. ‘Will the gentleman 
from Indiana yield to ine for à question? 

Mr. A: Certainly. ’ Seat oe 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. I . 
gentleman whether he proposes 9 yield oppo- 
sition without some understanding with the 
other side? = 0 5 i 

Mr: ORTH. Y do not yield anything. 


_ Mr WHEELER. © Idesird at the outset to - 


say one word of a ature 
I have been charged with 
agement of this bill. It is the action of this 
Honse which has alone precluded amendments 
tothe bill, The majority of this House, as they 


ersonal to myself. 
th 


desite to ask the’ 


fanny in the man- ` 


j| manly, fair fashion. 


| of country one hundred and twenty miles wide. 
! This company to-day dues not own one rood of 
land. It is in the condition of the devil upon 
It has no land to mortgage or 
to sell, and the. gentlemen who are opposing 
thie bill know well that until they have built 
: twenty-five miles of the road they cannot get 
‘ an acre of land under this grant, and they can- 
' not mortgage an acre until they get a title from 

the Government. The title to this vast country 
' of which gentlemen speak is in the Govern- 
| ment alofie, and is not tobe parted with except 
"aS ae road is built in sections of twenty-five 
miles. About 

One word as to the reference of this joint 
‘resolution. The joint resolution, with the ex- 
ception of the last proviso, which was put in 
in thé Senate, has been upon the files of this 
House ever sitice last January. ‘It has been. 
deliberately considered, beth in its original 
and in its ptesent form, by the Coinmittee. on 
' the Pacific Railroad, and approved by every, 
_ member of the committee with ofie exception, 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bur-, 


| FINTO 


N. : f 
T Mr. YAN TRUMP. The gentleman does not. 


| mean that it was considered by the committee 
| last January? as io 
Mr. WHEELER. I mean that it was consid- 
eted very soon after it was introduced into the; 
House in January last. I am sure the record 
will bear me otit in that. - 
Mr. VAN TRUMP. Then the gentleman’ 
has made a mistake; for he may add another 
member of the committee who opposed it, and 
that is myself, when I was on that committee. 
Mr. WHEELER. I never understood the. 
gentleman. from Ohio [Mr. Van Trum?) to, 
oppose the joint resolution. If he was present. 
when it was acted on in the committee he did 
not make his opposition known. ` 
I have simply to say further, that nothing isto: 
be gained by delay. This question may as well 
be metto-day asever. Gentlemen tinderstand 
its merits, and if they are disposed to vote the 
joint resolution down let them do it m a, 
Tam not contending here’ 
now, at this stage of the proceedings, for the | 
Northern Pacific railroad ; it is simply for the 
right of the majority of this House to shape its 
legislation, and I cannot consistently abandon | 
this contest until the right of the majority so to | 
do is either vindicated or surrendered. | ' 
The question was then p on ordering the. 
joint resolution to a third reading; and there 
were—ayes 66, noes 70. ses 
Mr. WHEELER called for the yeas and 
nays, 
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The yeas and uays were ordered. 

The question was takeu ; aud it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 77, nays 91, not voting 
60; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allison, Ames, Armstro At- 
wood, Axtell, Ayer, Barry, Boaman, Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Booker, Bowen, George M. Brooks, Buck, 
Buekley. Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Churchill, Con- |. 

er, Covode, Degener, Dickey, Dox, Ferriss, Fisher, |: 

“itoh, Gibson, Harris, Hoar. Hooper, Hotchkiss, Kel- 
ley. Kellogg. Kelsey, Lash, Loach. Maynard, MeCar- | 
thy, MeKee, Milnes, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Neg- 
ley, O'Neill, Peck, Perce, Peters, Platt, Poland, Pom- 
eroy, Porter, Prosser, Sanford, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Shober, 
Joseph S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William 
Smyth, Starkweather, Stokes, Stoughton, Strick- 
land. Taffe, Tillman, Townsend, Trimble Twichell, 
Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Welker, Whit- 
more, and Eugene Al. Wilson—ii~ pos 

NAYS—Messrs. Archor, Arnell, Asper, Beatty, 
Beck, Benjamin, Biggs. Bird. James Brooks, Buffin- 
ton, Burchard, Benjamin F. Butler, Sidney Clarke, 
Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Conner, Cowlos, Cox, Crebs, 
Navis, Dickinson, Douley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, ld- 
ridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Garfield, 
Gets, Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, Halo, Hamble- 
ton, Hamill, Hamilton, Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Hill, 
Iogersoll, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Knott, Lawrence, 
Lewis, Loughridge, Mayham, MeCrary, McGrew, 
MoNeely. Kliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, Wil- 
liam Moore, Morphis, plareheey Orth, Packard, 
Paine, Potter, Randall, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, Xar- 
rent, Qchumaker, Shanks, Slocum, John A. Smith, ` 
Wiiliam J. Smith, Stevens, Stevenson, Stiles, Stone, | 
Swann, Sweeney, Laylor, Tyner, Ynson, Van Auken, | 
Van Tramp, Van Wyck, Wells, Wheeler, Williams, 
John T. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, and Wood—01. 

NOT VOLING—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Bailey, 
Banks, Barnum. Bentoa, Boles, Boyd, Burdett, Burr, 
Calkin, Cessna. William T. Clark, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Coburn. Cook, Callom. Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, Fox, 
Qiitillan, Hawkins, Haya, Heaton, Hoge, Holman, 
Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, Julian, 
Kerr, Ketcham. Knapp, Laflin, Logan, Marshall, 
McCormick. McKenzie, Mercur, Morgan. Samuel P: 
Morrill, Mungen, Niblack, Packer, Palmer, Phetps, 
Ridgway, Roots, Scofield, Strader, Strong, Tanner, ` 
Van Horn, Ward, William B. ashburn, Wilkipson,, 
Willard, Witcher, and Woodward—@). = > : 
30 che bill was not ordered to a third rénd- 
ing. 7 

Dnring the calloftheroll, °° 0o. 

Mr. MOORE, of Minois, said: Iam author- ` 
ized to say that if my colleague, Mr. CULLoM, 
were here he would vote “uo.” 

Mr. AMBLER. Iam paired on this ques- 
tion with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
Mr. Bangs. ` It here he would vote “ay” 


and | would vote ‘“‘ no” on this question. 

Mr. NIBLACK. On this vote, and upon 
all others upon this bill, | am paired with the 
gentleman from Missouri, Mr. McCorwick. | 
He is in favor of this bill, and I am opposed 
to it. Iam also requsted to announce that ` 
ry colleague, Mr. Homan, is paired generally | 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Mercter, until the close of Monday next. On 
this bill he would vote ‘‘no,’’ while I under- 
stand Mr. Mercur would vote “ay.” 

Mr. BENTON. On this question I am 
paired with the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. — 
Cuutom. Jt has been announced how he would 
vote if he were here. I would vote in the 
affirmative. —. 

Mr. McNEELY. My colleague, Mr. Mar. | 
SHALL, is confined to his room by sickness; if : 
here he would vote ‘‘ no.” hs 

Mr. BINGHAM. I changed my vote from `; 
the affirmative to the negative for the purpose 
of being able to move a reconsideration of this 
vote. As the gentlémav from New York, Mr. 
WuEk LER, has voted in the negative for that! 

urpose, I will let my name stand as first re- 
corded, in the affirmative. , > od 
The result of the vote was announced as |, 
above. ss aa! a - 
Mr. ORTH. I move to reconsider the vòte | 
by which the House refused to order this bill |: 
to a third reading; and I also move that the | 
motion td reconsider, be laid on the table. * `]; 

_ Mr. WHEELER, who roséat the same time, | 
said: LP ibdve to reconsider the vote last taken, i 
for the parpose of. moving to commit the bill 
to the Commitrés on the Pacifie Railroad.” 

| The SPEAKER, In accordance with par- 
Hainentary practice the Chair fecls obliged to. 
récoguize ‘some gentlemun who voted on the 
prevailing side. sate ; 


Mt. WHEELER. ° 


I votdd with the prevail- || 


- vious 


ing side for the punok of making. the motion 
I have indicated, on 


Mr. ORTH. If the House will consent to 


refer this bill, with such amendments as may be 
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Mr, ORTH. I make now the motion simply 
to reconsider the vote just taken. 
The motion. to reconsider was agreed to, 


The question then recurred on ordering the 


offered, to the Committee on the Public Lands, | bill to be read the third time. 


with leave to report at any time, I will not 
object. 
Mr. 


. So far as I am concerned I am will- 
ing this bill shall be referred to either of the 
committees named. What I have desired all 


FARNSWORTH. I hope my friend ` 
‘from Indiana. [Mr. Orta] will modify his 
. motion. 


the time is an opportunity for fair discussion . 


aud to move amendments. 
The SPEAKER. The result of the vote 
just declared is to reject the bill. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to make an in- 
quiry ‘of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Oxtu.} He was not quite understood in his 


Mr. ORTH obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. COBURN. I ask unanimous consent 
to have my vote recorded on the question just 
taken by yeas and nays. I came into the House 
at the moment the roll-call concluded. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot ask 
unanimous consent for that purpose. A sus- 
pension of the rules is necessary to enable the 


` gentleman to record his vote. 


Mr. COBURN. I wish to say, then, that I 
would have voted ‘no.”’ 
Mr. ORTH. I now yield to the gentleman 


‘from Illinois, [Mr. FARNSWORTH. ] 


last remarks; at least I did not understand , 


him. We thought, from what he said in his 
five minutes’ speech, that he was bound to have 


- this bill referred to some committee. 
Mr. ORTH. I intend to make that motion. : 


The SPEAKER. Ifthe motion of the gen- | 


. tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Ort, ] ashe first 
submitted it, should be agreed to, it would | 


reject the bill finally. , 

Mr. ORTH. Ihave no such desire. I will 
then ask unanimous consent that the vote just 
taken be reconsidered, and thea I will move 
to refer this bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iwish to make an in- 
quiry. . If the vote just taken be reconsidered 
will not the next question be upon the third 
reading of the bill? l $: 

The SPEAKER. It will be; but the pre- 
hausted itself ‘in. the vote just taken. The 
motion to reconsider opens discussion on the 
bill in its’ widest range, aud should the motion 


‘to reconsider prevail the reourangagicainn 
r 


will be, ‘Shall the bill be read the third time?”’ 
But the bill will be divested of tne previous 


` question, and will be open to amendment. .. 


Mr. SCHENCK. If the gentleman trom 
Todiana (Mr. ORTH) will permit me, .I would 


goena will not operate. having ex- , 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. T desire to call the 
attention of the House and òf the committee 
to which this bill may be referred to one or two 
points in connection with the bill. L think, 
considering the time we have spent in voting 
on the bill, a few minutes occupied in discus- 
sion will do no barm. 

Mr. WHEELER. Willthe gentleman allow 
me to make a suggestion? I wish to suggest 
that, if the House is willing, gentlemen now 
propose theiramendments aud the House make 
a final disposition of the matter. I am quite 
williag that the opponents of the bill or those 


. who favor amendments shall offer them now, 
and the House at once make a final disposi- 
. tion of them. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I think the sense 
of the House is rather in favor of the refers 
ence of the bill.: :I wish to say that, as a mem- 


i ber of this House, I voted for the passage of 
| the original bill granting lands to aid in the. 


| constraction of the Northern Pacific railroad.: 


F am in favor of such a road, and I do not 
wish to retract the vote which 1 then gave. 


: Four years ago, when this company came here 


`: and proposed. to give the Government a lien 


upon one half the lands which we had granted 


‘ them, provided the Government would indorse 


that the bill be referred, with all amendments, | 


that gentlemen may offer, to the Committee on. : tional, an indefinite grant of lands. 


the Pacific Vailroad, and that the amendments 
be all printed. 


‘J ° _their bonds to enable them to build the road, 
: propose that, by urianimous consent, the vote. 


) Sens.. E opposed that proposition, regarding it as 
just taken be regarded as reconsidered, and ;' Pe as ie z 


impudent in the extreme. `- _ ; 
‘They come here now and ask for an addi- 
itis as 


‘ indefinite as the lateral road-this joint resolu- 


Mr. ORTH. That is what I propose. ` 
Mr. SCHENCK. Why not let it be done by. ` 


` unanimous consent? l : 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
< proposition 


? | ; 
Mr. SCHENCK. I omitted apart of the prop- 


' osition, which is tbat, the committee have leave 


to report at any time. Unless the committee | 


be empowered to do this the reference of the 


proposition as he understands it. to be accepted 
by the gentleman from. Indiana. , It is that the 


bilt might be equivalent to killing it indirectly. ., 
' The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 


vote just taken be regarded as reconsidered, .' 


and that the bill, together with allamendments. 
. which may be offered, be referred to the Com- | 
: mittee on the Pacific Railroad, and that the’: 
' committee have leave to repor. at any wet i ~ question recurs on thé third reading of the joint 
i pe referred to the Committee où the Public _ resolution, which opens the widest discussion. 
Lands. “KROME COL, aha ale E i Pe 

RUMP. Unless my colleague.’ been: through. 1 rose only to call the atten- 
| tion’of the House to these-facts. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


‘Mr. VAN 
[Mr. Scusnck] will consent to tbe, original 
roposition of the gentleman from ‘Indiana, 
PM. ORTH, ) | 
Committee on the Public Landa I shall have to 
objecte ; : pena ie 
. Mr. ar 
that was not the original proposition. 

Mr. VAN. TRUMP. It was the 
proposition of the gentleman from Indians: 


Mr. BINGHAM.. It was ‘not his’ original... 


proposition as stated in the speech which he: 
made before the vote was taken.: 


Mr, RANDALL, | The gentleman from In-;' 


diana did not specify either committee. : ., 


J that the bill be referred to, the’ 


“BINGHAM.” I'beg ‘leave. to’ say that, 
original 


: section the following: 


tion authorizes ; they can make the read longer 
or shorter, as they please. They may build a 
parallel road the whole distance. ` They ask 
that. we shall give them authority to mortgage 
this immense grant of lands, large enough for 
an empire; to ‘make an absolute mortgage 
to money-lenders of this land, and allow it to 
be sold out before the road is built, When they 
ask this they. ask: too much for .my stomach. 
Why, sir, four yearsago when they came here. 
with the other:proposition, their own estimate 
of the value of the grant was $64,000 per mile.’ 

Mr. COESSNA,. J am: constrained to rise to 
a point.of order.. My point is there is no mo- 
tion pending. . The gentleman from ‘Indiana 


| was recoguized, but made no motion. 


‘Phe SPEAKER. The: Chair overrułes the 
point’ of order. By the reconsideration the: 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. If. the gentleman 
had not raised bis‘ point of order I should have 


When the 
joint resolution is again preseated'I may dis- 


' cuss the matter further. 


“Mr, ORTH. * E now yield to the généleman 
from Obio to offer: an amendments — 000 
Mr. WELKER. I moveto add ‘to, the first 


Propided further, ‘That as to all new grants herein 
of tdditional ‘lands; sach tands shali-be by said 


sol i 
company to actual gettlers ata pries net exceeding: 
$2.50 per acre, and in quantities not qgoeeding, ont 
hundred and sixty derés to anyone person, = 
‘Mr, ORTH. J.now yield to the gentleman 
from Ilinois, o0 00 ea er eS 


3 


1870. 


Mr. HAWLEY. I move to add to the first 
section the following: 


d provided further, That the privileges herein 
janes are upon the following conditions, namely : 
all the lands herein and heretofore granted to said 
railroad company shall be sold to actual settlers 
only, and in quantities not greator than one hundred 
and sixty acres to any one person, an for a price not 
exceeding $2 50 per acre: And provided further, That 
no mortgage that may be given by said railroad com- 
pany shall operate to prevent the sale to actual set- 
{lers only upon the terms and conditions herein pro- 
vided, of all the lands herein or heretofore granted |. 
by the United States to said railroad company; and 
any violation of this condition shall work a forfeit- ' 
ure of all the lands herein or heretofore granted by 
the United States to said railroad company. 


Mr. ORTH. I now yield to the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I move to add to the frst 
section the following: 


And be it further provided, That the grant of lands , 
herein stipulated to said company is made upon the 
express condition that the Congress of.the United 
States reserves the right to regulate and limit the : 
rates of freight and fare of passengers on said road 
whenever in the opinion of Congress the same shall 
become necessary to protect commerce among the , 
severai States. i 


Mr. ORTH. I yield next to the gentleman ` 
from Iowa. i 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I move togi the 
following to the first section : } i 

Provided, That no mortgage executed by said com- : 
pany upon thelands granted shall be of any validity 
asan incumbrance upon the same until the com- | 
pany is by the terms of the law entitled to a ‘con- : 
vey ance of such lands by the Government. 

Mr. ORTH. Lyield to the gentleman from | 
New York. 


; a | 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I move to add the fol- || 
j 


lowing to the first section : E l 
That said company shall charge not to exceed five ij 
cents per mile for every passenger carried, and shal 
charge for transportation of freights not to exceed ten || 
er cent. of the rates charged on railroads from the ;, 
Mississippi river east to the Atlantic sea-board. 


Mr. ORTH. I yield to the gentleman from 


Ohio, {i 
Mr. WINANS. I move to strike out the | 
following proviso : |i 
Provided further, That in tho construction of the i 
said railroad American iron or steel only shall bé®: 


used, the same to be manufactured from American |; 
ores exclusively. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I would suggest to the 
gentleman whether he should not go further, 
and add words to declare that nothing but 
English iron and steel should be used. . 

Mr. WINANS. I cannot accept the gentle- 
man’s suggestion. he 

Mr. ORTH. Fnow yield to the 
from Missouri, [Mr. FINKELNBURG. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I offer the follow- 
ing amendment : j 


Insert after the word “linę,” in line sixteen, the 
words “not more than three hundred miles from its 
western terminus.”’ $ : 


Mr. ORTH. 
Minois, [Mr. INGERSOLL, } to offer an dmend: 
ment. ate ; 7 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I offer-the following: 
After the word “bidder,” ‘in line fifty-five, insert 


the following: 

Provided, That no mortgage hereafter executed by 
this corporation shall be valid or create any lien on 
the lands hereby or heretofore granted to said cor- | 
poration, except as to such lands as said corporation 


pall have received a patent for from the United 
ates, . 


oe 


Mr. ORTH. I now yield to the gentleman | 
from Tennessee, [Mr. ARNELL. | 

Mr. ARNELL, I offer the following addi- 
tional sections;, : 


And be it further resolved, That the even-numbered 
sections of land on the line of the said Northern 

acific railroad and its branches, and alternste to 
the sections granted to said Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company, to an equal number of sections so 
granted, be, and the same are hereby, donated, and 
Shall be conveyed in trust by patent to be issued by 
the Secretary of the Interior, to a board of thirteen 
commissioners, who shall be appointed by the Pres- 
ident of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, which board shall be 

nown asthe Freedman’s Homestead Commission; 
aod the lands so conveyed may be sold, mortgaged, 
or otherwise disposed of by said commission, accord- 
lng to regulations to be established ag hegeinafter 
Provided, and to the best advantage for thework of 


. from 


|, In line thirty-nine 


: ments: 


Ingection one, strike out all after the word “com- |! 
” in line forty, down to and including the word | 


I yield to the gentleman from |j > 


baid cominission and the proceeda thoreof shall be 


applied b seitoommissión te thé pracárement of 
omesteada in the States commonly known as the 
southern States of the Union, and to the settlement 
thereon of persons formerly held in slavery, and their 
descendants, and to the promotion of education 
among them, Le f 2 wes 
And be it further resolved, That said commission 
shall make all necessary rules and regulations for 


; the sale and disposal of the lands hereby donated 
: thereto, in trust, and for carrying into.effect the fore- 


oing provisions; which rules and regulations shall 
Be submitted to the President of the United States 


. for his approval, and when se approved by himshall 


be valid and binding until in the same manner 


ally make’a full report of its doings at each regular 
session of Congress. - ` à 


regon, [Mr. Smita. } 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. 


I offer the follow- 
ing amendments: : 


“and,” and insert the word *‘ provided,” 


* provided ” the word “further.” 


. Mr. ORTH. I now yield to the geatleman 
from New York, ite Davis.] 
Mr. DAVIS, offer the following amend- 


pany ; 
*road’’-in line forty-three. 
Add to section one the following: ` : 


ie Provided, That the mortgage to be executed under 


the provisions of this section shall in no case be 


| construed to carry greater rights or privileges than 


the company possessed at the time of executing the 
same. ‘ 7 
Strike out in section one all after the words “Puget 


sound” in line seventeen, down to and including the | 
: words “‘sixty-four’’ in line thirty-three, . 


|| Mr. ORTH. I now yield to my colleague 


| from Indiana, [Mr. Cosurn. ) 


Mr. COBURN. [offer the followingamend- 


He: ments: °° : 


Insert after the word “ point,” in line sixteen, there 

words, “nob exceeding three h 

the western terminus.” : 
Strike out lines six and seven and the word *‘.cor- 


| poration’* in line eight, section one, and insert the 
i words “tracks, depots, rolling-stock, and other per- 


sonal property.” s 
Mr. ORTH. I yield next to the gentleman 


from Missouri, [Mr: ASPER.}] 
Mr. ASPER. :Foffer the following amend- 
ment: i ; 3 x8 
Strike out all of‘section oneafterthe word " points” 
in the thirty-pinth line down to-thd fifty-eighth line, 
inclusive. . eat why ; , T 
Mr. ORTH. Iyield to the gentleman from 
Michigan, [Mr. Concer, ]. 


Mr. CONGER. Lofer the following amend: ` 


ment: i PARA a ee 

At. the end of section. one add the following: - 

Provided ahooye, Thatif thiscompany should refuge 
the grant withthe conditions herewith proposed, 
nothing herein contained shall be construed ag a. lint- 
itation upon Congress in any effort which may here- 
after be made to encourage the building of a North- 
ero Pacific railroad through its vast unoccupied land 

omain. pe : 


Mr. ORTH.: I now yield to the 


from Ohio, { Mr. LAWRENCE. } 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I offer the following as 
additional sections, to ¢ome in at the end of the 
joint resolution: © =. > 


And be it further resolved, That the said company 
shall make reports annually, or oftener, if required 
by the Secretary of the Interior, of its condition and 
transactions, and containing all sueh information as 
said Secretary may require, and in such form and 
verified in such manner as he way require. And the 
United States shall havetheright i all times to take 
possession of and own the road herein authorized, on 
paying the actual and legitimate cost thereof. 

And be it further resolved, That every private gol- 
dier and officer who has served in the Army of the 
United States during the rebellion for ninety days 
and remained loyal to the Government, and every 
seaman, marine, and officer, orother person who has 
served in the Navy of the United States, or in the 
Marine corps or revenue marine, during the rebel- 
lion for ninety days, and remained loyal to the Gov- 
ernment, shall, without the payment of any fee or 
commission to any register or receiver of any land 
office, be entitled toenter one quartersection of land, 
not mineral, of the alternate reserved sections of 
public lands along the lines of all the railroads, or 
other public works. in..the United States, wherever 
public lands have been or. hay be granted by acts of 
Congress; and all such entries shall be made under 
and by virtue of the provisions of the act to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers on the public domain, 


gentleman 


and conditions therein prescribed; and all the pro- 
visions of said aots; except as herein modified, shall 


undred miles east of | 
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extend ‘and be applicable to entries under this act. 
And every person entitled to the benefit of this act 
may locate one quarter section as herein provided, 
at his option, in one entire quarter section or in not 


more than two subdivisions of a quarter section not 


i more than four miles apart. 


A EEr 


„And be it further resolved, That the Commissioner 
of the’General Land Office is hereby authorized to 


| prescribe the necessary rules and regulations to carry 
' the preceding section into effect and determine all 


page 3, insert after the word . 


facts necessary therefor. 


Mr, ORTH. I yield now to the gentleman 


‘| from Ohio, [Mr, Amsuen. ] 


. altered or amended; and thecommission shall annu- ʻ' 


Mr. AMBLER, I desire to offer the follow- 


, ing amendment : 
MrgORTH. Tnow yield to the gentleman ` 


'! property” where they occur in the sixth line of the 


Amend by striking out the words “and rights of 


first section of the biil. 
Mr. ORTH. I yield next to the gentleman 


í z : A ` |: from Nevada, [Mr. Firron. ] 
In line thirty-three, page 2, strike out the wórd |: . 


Mr, FITCH. I offer the follawing amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the section : 


.. Provided further; That. no. person other than an 
; American citizen shall be permitted to subscribe to 
: the stock or purchase the mortgage bonds of said 


© road; and none of the lands hereby granted shall be 


: taken out of the country; and all American citizens 


H 


i. 
is 


‘ shall be immediately open to settlement 


| pany, 


: shall be permitted to ride upon said railroad without 


charge. 

[Laughter.] 

‘Mr. ORTH. I now yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. McNEELy. } 

Mr. McNEELY. I offer the following 


: amendment, to come in at the end of the first 
i section: á i 


Provided further, That said railroad company shall 
pay into the treasury of the several States and Ter- 
ritories through which it shall pass seven per cent, 
of the gross earnings of said railroad, the proportion 
to be thus paid to each of said States or Territories 
to: be ascertained. by the relative number of miles of 
such road operated within each of them. 


Mr. ORTH. I yield now to the gentleman 
from California, [Mr. Sarcenr. ] 

Mr. SARGENT. I desire to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


Amend by striking out the word “hereby,” in line 


' forty on page 3, and all after the word ‘‘ company” 


in said line,down to and including the word “road,” 
in line forty-three. 

Mr. ORTH. [yield next.to the gentleman 
from Kansas, [Mr. CLARKE. ] 
Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas. I offer the fol- 
lowing as an additional section to the joint 


, resolution: - 


SEC. —.. And be it further resolved, That. the lands 
granted by this act, and all previous acts to said 


' company, shall inure to the benefit of said company, 


its assigus and successors, in the manner following, 
that is to say: that all the lands granted by this aci 
and sha 


be sold to actuau! settlers only, who shall be entitled 


|i to receive patents therefor in contiguous parcels not 


exceeding a qaantity equal to one quarter section to 
any one person, and at the price of $2 50 per acre, 
under such rules and regulations as may he pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Interior, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this act: Provided, how- 
ever, That such persons shall be citizens of the United 
States, or shall have declared their intention to be- 
come such, before they shall bo entitled to become 
actual settlers under the provisions of this act: And 
provided further, That when the company shall file 
with the Secretary of the Interior the certificate of 


| the Governor of the State or Territory in which said 


road is located that any twenty consecutive miles of 


, said road have been completed in a good, substantial, 
: and workmanlike manner, together with a map des- 
_ignating by the public surveys the line of such com- 
i pleted portion, and the points of beginning and 


ending, the Secretary of the Interior shall thereupon 
direct the proper district land officers to give public 
notice to all actual settlers, under the provisions of 
this act, residing on the granted lands opposite to 
and conterminous with said completed section, to 
make proof and payment tothe district land officers 


i for their clainis within three months from the date 


of said notice; and fre registers and receivers shall 
reportthesale ofsaid lands monthly, asin the sales of 
publiclands; and the amount received shall be placed 
by the. receivers to the credit of the railroad com- 
in such depository as they may designate: 
Provided, That if any settler shall fail to make proof 
and pay for his claim within the time herein speci- 
fied, his right thereto shall become forfeited, and 
the land shall be patented to the said companys And 
provided further, That patents shall issue to said 
company for all lands which phali remain unsold 
after the expiration of three months from the date 
of completion of each section of said road: And pro- 
vided also, That the railroad company may at any 
time sell. conyey by deed, mortgage, or deed of trust, 


| all of said innd to persons or corporations and not 
: actual settlers, and at such prices and on such terms 
and the acts amendatory thereof, and on the terms |' 


as the parties may agree upon: Provided, That when 
£o ald occonrs yed, tbesaid lands in the handsof the 
purchaser, mortgagee, or trustee, or other grantees, 
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shall be subject to sale to actual settlers within 
the time limited as aforesaid, and. on the same teruts 
as though the said deed, mortgage, or deed of trust 
had never been made: Provided, That if. said road 
is not completed within ten years from the date of 
the acceptance of the grant herein made, the lands 
remaining along the uncompleted portions of the 
road shall revert to the Government and be pen te 
preemption and homestead. entry after due public 
notice by the district land officers, under instructions 
trom the Secretary of the Interior, as providedinthe 
case of public lands, pot . 


Mr. ORTH. I yield now to: the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Van Wrcex:] 

Mr. VAN WYGK. I desire to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Amend by adding: “That ssid company shall not 
issue mortgage bonds or create otker indebtedness to 
exceed in all $100,000,000."" Also, thatsaid company 
shall transport United States troops‘and munitions 
of war free of charge. by 

Mr. ORTH. I yield now to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. MAYNARD. } ; ; 

Mr. MAYNARD. I offer the following, to 
come in at the end of the joint resolution: - 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to provent the building of the Northera 
Pacific railroad or in any way to embarrass the same 
should said company see proper to build it under and 
by virtue of the original act of incorporation. 


Mr. ORTH. I yield now to the. gentleman 
from Illinois, (Mr. Cress. ] 

Mr. CREBS. I desire to offer the following 
as an additional section: `, l : 


1 


Src.—. And be itfurther resolved, Thatall the lands if 


hereby granted shall besold bysaid railroad company 
within fifteen years after the completion of the said 
road and its branches hezeby authorised to be built, 
and tha 
or shall 


Governnient of the United Statea: Provi 
any sale of any of said lands made b 


to said company where no valuables consideration 
passes for such sale, shall be void, and in sueh oase 
the title shall revert as aforesaid to the Government. 
Mr. ORTH. I understand that shere- areno 
further amendments to be offered, . I. might 
here say. to my friend from: New York [Mr, 
Warekxer] that I have exhibited a Bee in 
allowing amendments to be ‘offered which it 
would be well for others to follow hereafter. 
In my first statement this morning I stated 
that the desire of myself and those who have 
acted with me was that this joint resolution 
should go to some appropriate committee with 
the dmendmenis and should there bé examined 
and reported to tle House, and that the House 
shall haye such deliberation upon it as the im: 
portarice of the measure demands.’ In accord: 
nhce with the votes of the House taken since 
that time, I feel that I owe.it to the House to 
move that the joint resolution and the pending 
amendments be referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, with leave to report at any 
time; but before making ‘that motion I will 
yield to thé gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr, 
RANDALL, | who desires to offer an amendment: 
Mr. RANDALL, : I move to insert after the 
words ‘ Secretaty of the Inteyiot,” in line ten, 


the following proviso: ~ : 

Provided, That hothing ip this 4¢t shall be con- 
strued as a:-guaranted by thd Te aed Stace of thé 
bonds issued by sald company. — ar i 

Mr. STRICKLAND. I desire to move te 
amend the motion of thé gentletian from Indi- 
aua [Mr. Orr] by substituting the Committee 
on the Pacific Railroad for the Committee on 
the Public Lands, 0 ga 

Mr, ORTH. I donotyield for.thet purpose, 
I move that the joint resolution and the amend: 
tients bd referred to the Corattittee on the 
Public Lands, with leave to reportat any time; 
and on that motion I call the previous question. 
_ Mt. MAYNARD. Irise toa point of otder, 
and ask that the one hundred and-fiftieth rule 
be read, a E oe ayei 

The Clerk read as follows: — 00.0 a 
„|tt shali bo the duty of the Committee on the 
Pacific Railroan to take into consideration all- such 
petitions and matters or things relative to railroads 
or. telegrapli lines between the Mississippi valley and 
fie Pacifie epast as shadi be presented or shall come 
n question, and be referred to them by the House, 
and-toreport their opinion thereon, together with 


gush peopositions relative thereto asto them shall 
seem expedient;’”” 


any of the lands hereby granted that may | 
e owned by said. company after fifteen years | 
from the date of its completion shall revert tothe | 


r y said company i 
to any person or corporation, and resale of the same | 


Mr. MAYNARD. My pointoforderis thie: 
that under the rule just read_thig bill should 

o to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 
‘To send it to any other committee is in effeet 
suspending the rule, which cannot be done 
except by unanimous consent, or on Monday, 
by a motion to suspend the rules. 
. The SPEAKER. The Chaircannotsustain 
the point of order. ‘The rule which has just 
been read is only for the general direction of 


‘the House ; it does not prevent the House by 


a majority vote from referring this bill to any 
other committee. It is for members to exer- 
cise their diseretion under that rule. . 

Mr. ORTH. I now insist upon my fall for 
the previous question upon my motion that the 
pending bill, with all amendments of which 


: notice have been given, be printed and referred 


tothe Committee on the Public Lands, and that 
that eommittee have leave to repott at any 


time. : 
Mr. WHEELER. J would suggest to the 
gentleman from Indiaha [ Mr. ORTH] to include 
in hig motion also a motion to discharge the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroad from the 
farther consideration of all bills now before it, 


and that they alsd be referred to the Committee | 


on the Public Lauds. ane 

:: Me. ORTH, Iwill také that into consider- 

ation. A ee 
Mr. LYNCH. Did not the gentleman state 


that it was his intention should the motion to |: 
recohaidet prevail, to move to refer this bill to 


the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. - 


naming any committee. . PETE 
. Mr. MAYNARD. {desire to make a par- 
liamentary inguiry. Should the cail for the 
revious question not be sustained by the 
ouge, Would jt.then be in order to-move to 
amend the motion to refet by substituting the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroad for the 
Committee on the Public Lands? 7 
The SPEAKER. That motion would then 
bein order. Ear Re eee RE Ban 
The question waa then taken upon tlie call 
for the previous question ; and updn a division 
there were—ayes 61, noes 68. wat 
Before the result of tho vote.was announced, 
Mr. TYNER called fur tellers. - oos 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Orta and 
Mr. Wueeten were appointed. aad 
The House again dividéd; and the tellers 


|| reported that there were~ayes 65, noes 90. 


So the previous question was not seconded. 
The question reeatred upon the motion of 
Mr. Orta, to have the bill aid amendments 
pee and referred to. the Committee-on the 
ublic Lands, with leave to report'at urty time: 
Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend that 
motion by substituting the Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad fox the Commitiad on the Pub- 
lic Lands; and on that amendiment J call. the 
previpus question... a AE A 
~ Mr. VAN WYCK. Iobjectto the commit 
tee having leave to report at any time. N 
Mr. WHEELER. That is a part of the 
original motion; and it is now toe late to make 
that objection, © > ee oy faethe 
. The SPEAKER. | The Chair is compelled 
to rule that it is too late for the gentleman to 
object to:that part ofthe motion. It has been 
three times stated distinetly to the House by 
the Chair.without any objection having been 
made to it: SP ae opt cas 
“Me, SARGENT, Then T joya to amend 
that motion. by striking out the portion which 
gives the conintittes leave’ to report at any 


tithe. ae sy , thy Seat : i j 

The SPEAKER... That motion is not:now 
in order, the gentleman froth ‘Tehnéstee [ Mr. 
Maywarb]- having calléd the previous: ques- 
tion. 2: phs bee ce a Tes i : 
-Fhe question was taken upon saconding the 
previous question; and upon a. division there 
were—ayes 75, noes 80; no quorum voting. > 

Tellers wete ordered; and Mr. MAYNARD and 
Mr. SARGENT were appointed. 


The House. again divided; and the tellers | 


reported that thete were—ayes one hundred if 


and thirteen, noes not counted. : 
- So the previous question was seconded. 

. The main question was then ordered ; and 

under the operation thereof the amendmentof 
Mr. Maynard wasagreed to. 

The motion recurred upon the motion of Mr, 
ORTH, as amended on motion of Mr. MAYNARD., 

Mr, WHEELER. On that motion I call 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordefed ; and underthe operation 
thereof the motion, as amended, was agreed to, 

Mr. WHEELER moved to reconsider the 
vote just taken; and alo moved that the 
motion to reconsider be lżid on the table. 

The latter motion was agréed to. 


BILLS, ETOC., BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Horace Porrer, one of his 
Secretaries, announced that the President had 
approved and signed bills and joint resolutions 
of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 40) to confirm the title 
of William M. Garvey toa certain tract of land, 

An act (H. R. No. 891) for the relief of 
Soule $ Co. ; 

An act (H. R. No, 1336) granting a pension 


to Anna B. Snider; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 153) for pay of 
one year’s salary to thé executors of General 
John A. Rawlins, for the benefit of his family ; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 269) to amend 


Mr. ORTH., No, sir; I purposely avoided | the act of Aprit#20, 1870; and 


Joint resolution (H. É. No..273) donating 


i condemned cannon to the McPherson Monu: ° 
i ment Association. 


. MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. GORHAM, 
its Secretary, informed the House that the Sen- 
atè had passed, with an amendment, in which 
the concurrence of the House was requested, 
a bill of the following title: 
A bill (H. R. No. 785) to provide for furnish- 
„ing artificial limbs to disabled soldiers. 
“The wiessage further informed. the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill, in which the 
concurrence of the aise: was requested, of 
the following, title; ae: 
A bill (S. No, 834) to create & part of deliv- 
ery at Vallejo, California. 
l AMERICAN COMMEROH: 


The SPEAKER. -The morning hour will 
iow commence, at twenty minutes to two 
o'clock. ‘fhe first business in order is the call 
of committees for reports, beginning with the 
select Committee an the Causes of the Reduc- 
tion of Americat Tonnage. 2 

“Mr. LYNCH, from the select Committee on 
the Causes of the Reduction of American Ton- 
age, reported back House bill No. 1889, to 
revive the navigation and commercial interesta 
of the United States, aes 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read the third time. 

. The preamble: of the bill reeites that the 
mefaantile marine of thé copntry was hearly 
destroyed daring the late rebellion in conse- 
quence of the inability of the Government to 
protect it; and now, while bearing its share of 
taxation, has no such protection from foreign 
competition as is afforded to other great na 
tional interests and industries, and is therefore 
steadily declining ; and that the restoration 0 
our commercial marine, constituting as it does 
one of the most efficient means of defense 12 
time of war, is of great national- importance 
and essential: to the maintenance of our post- 
tión as a first-class Power... 

The first section of the bill providesthat upon 
all imported lumber, timber, hemp, Manila, and 
composition metal, and for iron and steel not 
advanced beyond rod bars and bolts, plates, 
beams, and. forgings, which may be used and 


wrought up into the constraction of steam or 


l sail veels built in the United States, whether 


for the hull, rigging, equipment, or machinery 
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of each vessels, there shal} be allowed and paid 
by the Secretary of the Treasary, under such 
regulations as he may pre ; 
drawback equal to the duties which may have 
been paid on such material; provided that 
where American material is used in the con- 
struction of iron, steel, or composite vessels or 
steamers, there shall be allowed and paid, as 
aforesaid, an amount equivalent to the duties 
imposed on similar articles of foreign manu- 
facture when imported. 

The second section provides that all ship 
stores and coal to be used and consumed by 
any vessel on its voyage from any port of the 
United States to any foreign port may, in such 
quantity and under such regulations as the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury may prescribe, be taken 
in whole packages in bond and disposed of fot 
such purposes free of import and internal duty 
and tax. 

Thethird section provides that the owner of 
any American registered sail ot steam vessel 
which shall be engaged for more than six 
months inthe year in the carrying trade be- 
tween American and foreign ports or between 
the ports of foreign countries shall, at the end 
of each fiscal year in which such vessel has been 
so engaged, be paid by the collector of the port 
where such vessel is registered, upon exhibit: 
ing satisfactory evidence, in form to be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, that 
such vessel has been so engaged, upon ever 
sail vessel $1 50 for each Kolera ton; ad 


rescribe, a rebate or : 


upon every steamer running toand from the ' 


ports of the North American provinces, $1 50 
fz each registered ton ; and upon every steamer 
running to and from any Huropean port, four 
dollars for each registéred ton; and upon every 
steamer running to and. from all other foreign 
ports, three dollars for each registered ton. 
The fourth seetion provides that in lieu of 
all duties on tétinage now imposed by law a 
duty of thirty cents per toù is hereby imposed 
on all ships, vessels, Gf steamers entered in 
the United States from foreign ports, but the 
receipts of vessel paying such tax shall not be 
subject to the tax provided in section one hun- 
dred and three of an act approved Jane 30, 
1864, nor by any a¢t amendatory thereof; pro: 
vided that ships, vessels, or steamers em- 
ployed regularly in trade between ports of the 


now. Let the gentleman froin Maine be héard, 
Mr. ALLISON. `I do not press it now if it 
can be reserved. wie f 
TheSPEAKER, The gentleman from Towi 
reserves tlie right to raise the point of otdet.’ 
Mr. LYNCH. If the point of order should 
be sustained I have another bill to offer ; but 
I prefer that the point should be reserved. ` 
The SPEAKER. The point will be reserved 
and the gentleman from Maine will now pro- 
ceed with his remarks. `- , i oe 
Mr. LYNOH. Before goihg on I desire to 


(Mr. Axtisow] will not press his: objection 


ask the unanimous consent of the Houde for | 


an extension of my time fifteen minutes’ be- 
yond the hour. pa eas | 
Mr. ALLISON. ‘T hope 
objection to that. ` f 
The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no ob- 
jection, and the gentleman from Maine will be 
allowed to occupy one hour and fifteen minutes 
to-day, irrespective of the tetmination of the 
morning hour. > i Se S 
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, the commttcial 
marine of our cotihtry has always been tezarded 
as one of the chief sources of obr power; one of 
the mainsprings of our prospetity, and our most 
efficient means of national defense. As scl 


i Sýbmitted to the 
there will ‘bu tió 
ot ' °°‘ Wind ship builders, tiken in four of the com- 


it was watched and guarded with je&fous care - 


by the early statesmen of the country z` atid 


under the wise policy adopted by them with 
regard to it at the fortation of ‘the Govern: © 
ment, and steadily adhered ta. since,-uuder 


whatever changes of administration, it grew ao 
rapidly that-in little more than half a century 
we had pla¢ed ourselves in the very foremost 


Tht aware that itis lesa difficult to ascer- 
tiih“the fact‘of the löss of’ our shipping and 
palor ou: the cduses which have produced that 
ass than to prescribe and apply the means ne- 
cegsary to retrieve it. But f think I am safe 
iti saying, and an examination of the evi- 
dence taken by the committee will sustain the 
assertion, tliat there has never been any im- 


| portant measures proposed to Congress for ifs 


action, affectitg- ‘any leading interest of the 


countty upon which there has been expressed 


‘such a panaplenel of opinion ‘among those 
l k 


rank of maritime nations—standing in: 1860 ` 
' side by side with Great Britain and disputing 


with her for the sovereignty of the séas. 


measures proposed for restoring dur c¢otn- 


The | 
earnest discussion by the public press.of all | 


therce; the messages of the Président and the | 


reports of-the Secretaries of the Treasury and || feo 


Navy ealling-the attention of Congress to i 


. the appointment by this House of a specia 
' committee to iavestigate its. condition and the 


: causes òf its decline, and to report measures 


United States and Mexico and ports south of | 


Mexivo down to and including Aspinwall an 


Panama, and ports of the British 


orth Amer- | 


i¢an provinces, and with the West India Islands, ` 
and no other trades, shall not be reqaired to | 
pay the tonnage tax contemplated by this act ; 


more than once in each fiscal year. 

The fifth section provides that the bénefits 
of this act.shall not extend beyond the period 
of ten years after thie Ist day of July, 1870. 

Mr, ALLISON. I raise the point of order 
on this bill, that it ought to be considered in 
Committee of the Whole. It, appropriates 
money and imposes taxes. — 


bill does the gentleman make his point? 


‘ its importance has not beei 


third section, and the fourth section.. I under- | 


stand, however, that the gentleman from Maine 


(Mr. Lykcx] desires to make some remarks on , 


the bill. Iam willing, therefore, to waive my 
point for thé present, but desire to reserve it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order upott the well-established con- 
struction that tio bill is Hable to such a point 
of order unless by its own force it takes money 
oat of the Treasury. This bill provides how 
money may be taken out of the Treasury; bat 
a separate appropriation would be necessary 
in order to do so. 


Mr. ALLISON. The Chair will allow me | 


to call his attention to the fact that.the fourth 
Secon provides for a tax of thirty cents per 
ton upon all ships or vessels. I believe that 
tax lills must be considered in Committee of 
the Whole: 


Mr. COX. I hope my friend from Iowa 


éalculated to revive atid restore it, attest the 
regard in which this great interest is still held, 
and is evidence that although for atime neg- 
lected; while dur distracted and shattered gaun- 
try was being reorganized and reconstructed, 
i lost sight of nöt 

jts value undéréstidiated. ` 0 oa 
It would be tnnecesaary-repetition to detail 
all the eauses of the decline of our ocesh com: 
merce, or rather the decadence-—-I had almost 
said the annihilation—of our shipping engaged 
in the foreign commerce of,the country and thé 
world, these details having been minutely’set 
fotth in the report submitted with the bills 
under consideration. The fact that our ship! 
ping Ras been reduced to its present deplorable 
condition through the unfriendiy action of :a 


ne ‘| rival eommercial nation at a time when wè 
The SPBAKER. Upon what part of the | 
` 1 deeply graven. upon the American mind to bd 
Mr. ALLISON. Upon the first section, the ; 


were -nbt:in a condition to. defendit is too 


forgotteh by the.present generation. And thd 
national pride inspired by the recollection of 
this fact will, -I trust, impel:us to an effort 
worthy of a great pedple .to regaim our -lost 
position, and that, too, with. the least possible 
depehdence upon that nation which has for ite 
own advantage despoiled.uas. SP ae bd 

. I believe, sir, that there is a very earnest 
feeling among the American people, confined 
to no section of the country, but pervading abt 
clasges add all parties, that our present: posi« 
tion a8 a maritime nation is not only unprofite 
able and unnecessary, but. under iall: the-cir- 
eumstances : positively: disgraceful.' ‘And T 
believe there is a determination’ which wilt 
manifest itself iù or action: here when ‘the 
measures now under consideration come to be 
passed upon, to regain our power and prestiga 
on the ocean. at whatever cost.’ The-loss-of. 
our commerce -was our misfortune ; our failure 
to regain it, if wé-do fail, will be our faalt. 


‘having á practical knowledge of the subject as 
‘with refetence to those under discussion. 

The testimony taken’ by the committee, and 
ouse with its report, em- 
btatesthe evidence of mérchants, ship-owners, 


‘mercial cities of the country, with letters from 
leading men of the same classes in all sections 
of the tountry, and also from American consuls 
at the principal commercial ports of the world, 
representing Republicans and Democrats, pro- 
‘tectionjsty did free-traders; and, as [ have 


and easentin| tp the mainteusnee of our position as 
a first-c ass Power, , ee : eet 
Ta _order:to securé these objects the ‘bill pro- 
vides for a drawback equivalent to the duties 
an:all imported material. used in tha-donstric- 
tion of vessels built.in tire: United States yand 
wheh. American :matetial is udad-in the con- 
struction of iron. vebsels, the paytnent of an 
amount: equivalent: to: the duties; the: with: 
drawal. in bond of stetes for. consumption on 
voyages to foreign:ports, and the payment of a 
sma}i-anbual subsidy te vessels engaged in the 
foreign trade... It also provides hy adotion four 
aitax upon all tonnage engaged. in‘ the foreign 
trada. Peeta Peta week Ghee a Teed Si 
‘The provisions:‘in thp bill alowing a rebate 
ov drawback-of the -duties:on imported matë- 
rial used. in the: constraotion of vessels; and 
providing for withdrawing from bond stores to 
be used by vegséls ọn foreign voyages, are anal: 
ogoud: to those of existing ‘laws'ay applied to 
merchandise exported, and are: the same as 
are in force in; all maritime countries except 
our own. : An American vessel erigiged inthe 
foreign ttade is ‘the same a’-axported when she 
passes dut of the country, and, although ex- 
pected .to-teturn again, returns orty as the for: 
eign ship entars, to again depart. - The foreign 
ship pays no.duty wpon' her value on entering 
onr ports; for the reason that it is merchandise 
which is to'be reéxported. © There is to good 
reason why the same principle should not apply 
to the American ship when exported so far as to 
allow á drawback on everything which:has been 
used in her construction and which has paid 
aduty: 28S, eae ee ee eee 
‘vAd thé case tow ‘dtdndd we ékact’ of ‘the 
Ametitan ship-buildér dutids on all the ridte- 
rial used in the constuction of his'ship, and 
allow thé foreign: ship‘buildet to work up the 
samé matetial, with foreign labor in a foreign 
country, and’ bring his vessel all finished into 
the United States free of all duty. ‘It is true 
the vegsel is; so to speak, to be reéxported, 
but ptecisély the same as the imported mate: 
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rial which. goes into the American ship is reéx- 
ported when she first sails from port for a for- 
eign country. A simple statement of the case 
shows the advantage given to the foreign ship- 
builder over our own, and demonstrates the 
justice and the necessity for the application of 
the drawback principle to vessels engaged in 
the foreign trade. It also demonstrates the 
great advantage foreigners have over our own 
builders, and the reason why still further aid 
should beafforded. So, too, of ship’s stores. 
Every vessel, whether American or foreign, 
on entering from a foreign country, is allowed 
to enter. the stores which are to be consumed 
on board free of duty, and to retain a suffi- 
cient amount for consumption on its outward 
voyage. The outfit and stores to be used by 
an American vessel on its voyage to a foreign 
country ought certainly to be placed on, as 
favorable footing as those of a foreign vessel 
which arrives in an American port from a for- 
eign country. te 

These provisions of the bill, as will be seen, 


place the American ship-builderandship-owner | 


upon the same footing, so far as building-ma- 
terial and stores to be used on the voyage are 
concerned, as the foreign owner and builder is 
placed by his Government, leaving him to cou- 
tend only against the cust of transporting his 
materials and the disadvantage of having to 


obtain them ata distance from the place where | 


they are to be used, and the additional disad- 
vantage of higher priced labor in constructing 
and sailing his vessels. 

To the builder of wooden ships this draw- 
back of the duty on the material may be 
sufficient,.as he has attained a knowledge and 
a skill in the art of ship-building which enabled 
him before the war to build, if not absolutely 
the cheapest, the best ships that. sailed the 
ocean. ith the iron ship-builder the- case 
is different. He is inaugurating a business 
which is new to this country, bat which in 
Great Britain has, under most favorable: cir- 
cumstances, been brought to great perfection. 


It is the unanimous opinion of those engaged || 


in building iron ships that the plates and 
frames. for such vessels can only be advan- 
tageously rolled and wrought near where they 
are to be used; that they must be made to 
order to save waste and labor, and that it would 
be expensive aud inconvenient to send patterns 
to England to shape the frames, beams, and 
plates of a vessel by; that if the iron were 
imported. in:¢he crude shape it would: require 
a larger outlay of capital to.work it in connec- 
tion with the yards where the vessels would be 
built than could be commanded to start a new 
and comparatively experimental business of 
this kind. They are also of opinion that by 
the use of American iron- much better vessels 
can be built, with a reduced weight of metal, 
on account of its superior quality. 
_ As an illustration of the superiority of Amer- 
ican iron and its appreciation by the underwrit- 
ers, Mr. John Tucker, the-vice president of the 
Reading railroad, stated to thé committee, at 
its session in Philadelphia, that-one-of the iron 
steam-colliers built for his company at Chester, 
Pennsylvania, while passing Beil Gate, New 
York harbor, last summer, struck a-rock, eut- 
ting about ten feet in her bottom.:.. The vessel 
was raised and the injured piece of iron plate 
was exhibited and attracted considerable atten- 
tion. In accordance with their request, the 
Re _was sent to the Lloyds underwriters in 
rance as a specimen of the quality of Ameri- 
can iron, and resulted in a reduction of insur- 
ance on these vessels of from eighteen to seven 
and a half per cent. per aunum, a saving of 
ten and a half per cent. per annum in inguragce 
made by the use of American iron.: -$ 
It was urged before the committee with great 
force that by the use of American iron. we 
should develop the business and build up a 
class of vessels that would soon obtain a char- 
acter for superiority of material and workman- 
ship, and that, as in the case of the collier 


| 


| latest improvements, while the foreigner is apt į 


: innovations. There can be no doubt that we | 
| have in this country, at points proximate to our 


; vessels, and that it would be of great advantage 


i tee [ Mr. MorRELL] informs me, has-had large 


: (page 208 of report: 
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referred to, the insurance companies would dis- 
‘eriminate in their favor; that American inven- 
tion and ingenuity would be brought into play, 
and the same superiority in marine architect- 
ure would manifest itself in the construction of 
iron that was formerly manifested in construct- 
ing wooden vessels. Americans are ready to 
adopt new ideas, and are on the qui vive for the | 


to plod on in the beaten path and resist all | 


large navigable rivers in the South and West, 
as well as on the Atlantic coast, iron, coal, and | 
timber that will, when these resources are fully 
developed, enable us to compete with any 
nation in the building of iron or composite 


to the country to encourage and secure the 
building of such vessels from American iron. 

In regard to the practicability of building 
this class of vessels on Qur western rivers as 
cheaply as they can be builtin Europe, after the 
business has been established, I desire to call 
attention to the letter of John Player, of Phil- 
adelphia, who, my colleague on the commit- 


experience in the iron business in Great Britain, | 
as well as in. this country. Mr. Player says, ' 


“It is chiefly the lack of organization and. the | 
situations of the diferent establishments that pre- | 
vent ship plate-iron being cheaply produced. ft ig 
a fact beyond dispute that pig iron can be made as 
cheap, and coal can beobtained echeaper,on the Ohio : 
than on the Toes, in England. Why, then, cannot , 
iron for ship-building be made and ships be builton ' 
the Ohio at the same price by ton with American | 
iron as at the Atlantic ports with European iron, . 
even if no duty is paid on is? Simply for want of 
the organization used in England and: the policy 
used in France.” — Mi Doe eee eG 

“The best locality for building iron ships in the | 
United States will be found to be on the Mississippior || 
Ohio rivers above Cairo: and the situation where | 
iron for building the same can be made as cheap as || 
in Engisnd is onthe Ohio.” .. * *. » # # =| 

“But other questions may be.asked. ‚Can pig iron | 
be made on the Ohio and coal worked for converting ! 
itinto ship-plates at the same price as iron and coal | 
costs in England? The answer is decidedly yes,and | 
scores of places coul¢l be pointed out on the. Qhie |! 
where pig iron can be niade and coal delivered quite 
ascheap as in England, and why this is not gener- | 
ally known could easily be explained if necessary. | 
This subject is one of the greatest national import- | 
ance, and should beinvestigated by those whoare in- 
terested in the prosperity of the country before meas- 
ures are taken which will only partially assist inim- 
proving tho condition of ship-owners, and which can 
never satisfy the nation. With such enormous do- 
posits of iron ore and coal throughoutthecountry in 
situations most favorable for working them, is it | 
policy to let them remain undisturbed and purchase 
ships with gold from other nations, or employ capi- 
tal at home in developing theresources of the coun- 
try, and give employment to thousands of its inhabit- |; 
an | 


As an ilustration and confirmation of this | 
statement, take the States of Missouri, Ala. 
bama; and Arkansas, all having within their 
borders inexhaustible supplies of iron, coal, 
and timber near the large navigable rivers. 
It is estimated that Missouri slone.can supply 
one million tons of. iron annually for the next | 
two hundred years. Within the borders: of | 
that State is double the: area of coal that is | 
embraced within the kingdom of Great Brit- | 
aiti. : These States have not. only tbis abund- | 
ance of coal, iron, and timber, but a fertile 
soil, producing. cheap food and the material | 
for cheap clothing. Nothing is wanted but 
labor, and that is flowing in with constant and 
ever-increasing volume. We have only to cre- 
ataa demand for this labor to bring it to us 
and locate it where it is wanted. ...Jt is easier 
and cheaper to: bring or attract the labor to our 
country, where the land, food, and material are 
cheap and abundant, than to employ and feed 
the same labor to. manutacture for us in a for~ 
eign country... : : 

. -What folly ta employ labor.in a foreign cous- 
try when we can so much more.advantageously 
plant it beside the raw material and employ it 
in our.own. Coal has become one of the chief 
elementa of -production, and our coal-fields 


, Report: 


: employed in the construction of ships in 
: and Scotland is cheaper than in the United States, 


| nage collected under section four. 


exceed those of all.the rest of the world. No 


exhibit of the future power of the nations js 
more striking than the following estimates of 
their respective coal-fields ; 

Square miles 


7 of ennl 
AUStralid....cosescscereseerseeresceseeersesseees 00,000 
Beilgium.. 578 
France. 2,005) 
Spain .......... 4,000 
Great Britain...... 12.000 
British Provinces 18,000 
United States........ OTI O EEE sestes 220,166 


The statistics furnished by our consuls, as 


| seen by the report, show that the cost of build. 
‘ing in England has been reduced since 1860 


nearly twenty per cent., and this notwithstand. 


‘ing materials and labor are now somewhat 
higher than at that time. 
; undoubtedly attributable to the experience ac- 


The reduction js 


quired in the business. The difference in cost 
between building in the United States and 
Great Britain is now not more than thirty-three 
percent; and I doubt not that with five years’ 
experience we should entirely overcome this 
difference. The difference in the cost of labor 
is not very great, and more than one half of the 
cost is labor; for although we pay higher rates 
of wages we overcome the difference largely 
by the greater intelligence and efficiency of 
American labor—brainsand muscle being com- 
bined. here while in Europe they are separated. 
Mr. Morse says on this point, page 220 of 

“Tho labor of all grades and classes of artisans 
€ ngland 
ranging in London from four shillings to seven shil- 
lings sixpence per day, on the Clyde one shilling leas, 
and in the north of England even lower. But this 
does not afford the English builder much if any ad- 
vantage, because American mechanics perform more 


labor in a given time than the same workmen do in 
this country.” : 


This is in accord with the unanimous testi- 
mony of ship-builders who appeared before the 
committee. Much of the fabor ih iron ships 
is machine labor, and this is as cheap in the 
United States as in England. 

The importance of introducing this business 
of iron ship-building into the United States is 
so great and the amount that it would cost 


, comparatively so trifling, that I hope the proviso 


which provides for the payment of an amount 
equal to the duties on imported material when 
American material is used will not be struck 
out, but that the section will be allowed to 
remain as it now stands. I think gentlemen 
who have not examined the subject specially 
will be surprised when the facts and figures are 
presented, to see the trifling cost at which we 


| can establish this most important branah of 


business upon a permanent basis, adding year 
by year to our merchant marine a class of ves- 
sels which will contribute incalculably to the 
wealth of the nation in peace, and furnish a 
most efficient means of defense in case of war. 
The small ‘annual'subsidy provided for in 
kéetion three of the bill to'be paid to all Amer- 
ican vessels engaged in the foreign trade will be 
more than provided for by the tax upon the ton- 
This tax 
will be largely paid by foreiga vessels, partic- 
ularty steamers, which have most of our car- 
rying trade. The amount per ton is not large, 
and itis thé only tax imposed upon tonnage 
by the Federal Government. The aggregute 
revenue derived is considerable, as will be 
seen by the following calculation: 
_ Tonnage entering United States from foreign ports. 


American.n...secccsseecsseseesesseeee eae . 3,402,668 
Foreign i 5,347,694 


eel 


Dedne å i ip 8,759,362 
educt tonnage in traders paying but one, 
TAX POL VOAL....crccrecece eccseneserecereeee iepasiedie 1,701.334 


At 50 cents per ton.............. S eesesetgereieeregsteese 8,524,514 
Paid out to, uader the third section of the 
. bill under consideration, sail vessels and 
steamers, 1,448,196 tons, at $1 50 per 
Papen peepee pa ren veda 
teamoers, 77,905 tons, at$3 per ton, 2.466.174 


Leaving & balance Ofsisissserisie sssssesedesseee $1,058,340 


1870. . 


be applied to transatlantic steamers yet to 
he built and toward the amount required for | 
the encouragement of building, \ 

One of the proposed modes of relieving our 
shipping to some extent has been to abolish 
the tonnage tax altogether; but as we cannot 
exempt our own vessels from this tax without 
also exempting those of all foreiga countries, 
our commercial treaties forbidding the impo- 
sition of any other or higher tax upon foreign 
vessels than is imposed upon our own, the ex- 
emption would afford us no relief. : It is nota 
question of absolute, but of relative cost of 
building, or expense of sailing, in competition 
with the ship-builders and ship-owners of for- 
eign nations that we have to consider; and it 
matters little what we pay so that all with whom 
we compete pay the same, By taxing all ves- 
se!s, and paying a small annual subsidy to our 
own, we incidentally afford an advantage to 
American vessels, which compensates them to 
a certain extent for the increased cost of sail- 
ing and manning over that of foreign vessels. 
The Committee of Ways and Means have, as [ 
understand, agreed to recommend the exemp- 
tion of coastwise vessels from tonnage tax, and 
asthis class of vessels have absolute protection 
from foreign competition, they will, of caqurse, 
support this proposition to relieve our foreign 
shipping, which bas no protection whatever, 
particularly as itis done withoutany draft upon 
the Treasury. l . 

Let us now glance at the rise and fall of our 
merchant marine, in order that we may fully 
appreciate the loss sustained in delaying its 
restoration. In 1830 our total tonnage engaged 
in the foreign trade was 576,475 tons; in 1840, 
819,765 tons ; in 1850, 1,585,198 tons; in 1860, 
2.546.937 tons; in 1861, 2,642,628 tons; an 
increase in three decades of more than three 
hundred and forty per cent., and in the decade 
from 1850 to 1860 of more than sixty percent. 
The increase in the tonnage of Great Britain in 
the saine three decades was about ore hundred 
and fifty per cent., arid'in the decade from 1859 
to 1860 was about forty per cent. From 1861 
tr 1868 our tonnage had decreased from 2.642 - 
828 tons to 1,565,732 tons, a decrease of forty- 
four per cent., while in the same time that of 
Great Britain had increased from 3,082,047 
tons to £265,349 tons, an increase of nearly 
forty per cent, . 

Comparing the amount of freighting to and 
from American ports in American and foreign 
veaselg 1h result is still more startling. To. 
1855 our tulal imports and exports were $330,- 
037,038, of which $239.272,084 was in Amer- 
ican and $90,764.954 in foreign vessels, In 
1860 the total was $706,288,550, of which 
£507.247,757 was in ¢merican and $255,040,- _ 
118 was in foreign vessels, In 1869 the total 
was $576,442, 284, of which only $289,950,272 | 
was in American, while $586,492,012 was in 
foreign vessels. Ín other words, prior to 1860 
about seventy-five per cent. of our importsand 
exports were in American vessels, while at the 
present time we are reduced to. thirty-three . 
per cent., foreign vessels carrying sixty-seven 
per cent. of the exports. and imports to and 
from American ports; and worse than all, our , 
cecline in this regard is so steady and go cer- | 
tain that it is only a question of time, and not | 
avery long tithe either, when our merchant tia- || 
rine will be among the things that were, and || 
we shall be entirely dependest upon foreigners | 
to carry our merchandise and our mails, as well. | 
as for the facilities to travel to and from foreign | 
countries, : ey ine ‘ 

l hold in my hand a freight circular of Merow ’ 
& Fell, Glasgow, from which I read,: E 
pej bêre are two startling. facts that vividly bring 

ore us the anomalous: paeition of the American | 
ag at present; first, that the amount of American , 
tounage entered at the ports of the United Kingdom | 
i decreased from 1,647,000 tons in 1861 to 310,000 | 
fons in 1469; second, the extraordinary fact that the | 
immense steam ¢tafie between the United States and || 

uropean posts should be entirely monopolized by . 


Titish and continental companics, who are (me it is | 
evident from the large additional amount of tonnage | 


being constructed for them) determined to keep their- 


What have we lost and what ure we losing 
by this loss of our commerce? Letussee. It 
is estimated that the freights are on an average 
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8 per cent. of the value of the cargoes of ves- | 


sels. Assuming this estimate to be correct 
our proportion of the freights on our own ex- 
ports and imports in 1869 was $23,600,000, 
instead of $57,000,000, as it would have been 
had we retained the same percentage of the 
business that we had priorto the war; g net loss 
of more than $33,000,000 per annum. This dif- 
ference not only goes to enrich foreigners and 
swell the balance of trade against us, but tends 
directly to strengthen the naval force of our 
possible enemies, and thus necessitates the. 
maintenance of a larger Navy of our own; as 
the naval force of every nation must in a great 


measure be regulated by that of other nations . 


with which conflicts may arise. 

And this leads us to the consideration of 
another loss resulting from the decadence of 
our merchant marive which cannot be estimated 
by any pecuniary standard, can neither be 
weighed nor measured, and yet is as real as the 
loss of character or credit to an individual; I 
mean the loss of national “ prestige.” I can- 
not better illustrate this point than by quoting 
from a speech made by Mr. Laingin the British 
House of Commons, in 1867, upon the. propo- 
sition to send the English mails to India by 
French steamers. He said: 


“Iam not one of those who attach an exaggor- 
ated importance to what is called ‘prestige.’ But 
when you come to a question like this, when all the 
steamers that enter the ports of the East, and which 
are employed in conducting the correspondence and 
communication with all parts of the Kast, aro seen 
to carry the French flag, then I say there is nothing 
so dangerous to the prestige of the English name as 
to haveitsupposed that French enterprise and French 
influence have preponderance, and that the French 
flag has taken the piace of the English. There is 


nothing, I am satisfied, that tends so surely to keep - 


up the name and influence of England in the Kast as 
the sight of those splendid steamers coming and 
going with the regularity of cloek-work on the 
weekly, fortnightly, or-monthly performance of their 
voyages.” 

Sir, has not the great Republic, representing 
as it does all the nationalities of the world, con- 
quering by its moral power and influence rather 
tban by force, an interest in maintaining its 
‘* prestige” equal to that of any other nation ? 
Aud yet our flag, emblem of our nationality 
and our power, which ought to float on every 


sea and be displayed in every port of the world, | 


is scarcely to be seen ia any, and is- fast dis- 
appearing from the ocean. 
commercial enterprise of our people excited 
the wonder and the envy of the nations of 


Europe, while the admiration of the friends | 


A century ago the : 


of liberty in the Old World found expression | 


in the glowing language of the great English 


orator, as ‘commenting upon our national: | 


enterprise, he exclaimed: 
“While we follow them among the tumbling mount- 


ainsof iceand behold them penetrating into thedeep- | 


est frozen recesses of Hudson bay and 
while we look for them beneat! k 
we hear that they bave piorced into the opposite re- 
gion of polar cold, that they are at the antipodes 
and engaged under tho frozen serpent of the south. 
Falkland Island, which seemed too remote and 
romantic an object for the grasp of national ambi- 
tion, is but. a stage and resting-place in the progress 


Davis’s strait; |) 
the Arctic circle, © $ g : ; 
i available to wise and liberal statesmanship. 


of their victorious industry. Nor is the equinoctial | 
heat more discouraging to them than the accumu- . 


lated winter of both the poles. Weknow that while | 
some of them draw the line and strike the harpoon |; 


on the coast of Africa others run the longitude and 

rsue their gigantic gamealong the coast of Brazil. 

o sea but what. is vexed by their fisheries, no eli- 
mate 
perseverance of Holland nor the activity of France, 
nor the dexterousand firm sagacity of English enter- 
prise ever carried this most perilous mode of hardy 
indastry to the extent, to which it has been pushed 
by this recent people, a people who are still as it 
were in the gristle and not yet hardened into the 
bone of manhood,” - ea ae 


‘Bach was the character and + prestige” of 


our country a century.ago. To-day our ships | 


of. war are run over and sunk by the merchant 
steamers of Great Britain with as little cere- 
mony as though they were Chinese junks. 


If there were no help for this condition of 'i If the United States. had possessed h 


that, is not witness to their toils. Neither the | 


| 193 of its report, he pays: 
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affairs, if in consequence of natural and insur- 
mountable obstacles we were debarred from 
participating in the advantages derived from 
commercial pursuits, we might submit with 
regret to our fate. But with natural resources 
unsurpassed, with our country in the very high- 
way of the commerce of the world, washed by 
two oceans, abounding in the material for con- 
: structing ships and freighting them, and with 
a population proverbially adventurous and en- 
terprising, we have it within our power abso- 
lutely to control the world’s commerce. If we 
fail to do it we are unequal to and unworthy of 
our opportunities. 
| But, sir, aside from any consideration of 
| profit or of pride, a prudent regard for the 
i safety of the nation should induce us to re- 
store our shipping; and this consideration has 
alwaysinfluenced the statesmen of all maritime 
nations to consider this interest an exceptional 
one; to be fostered, not to benefit any spe- 
cial class, but as one of the most efficent and 
economical means of providing for the ‘' com- 
mon defense.’ It has been said that “the 
Americans‘are a people that soonest forget yes- 
terday,’’ but I cannot think we have quite for- 
gotten the value of our merchant marine as 
an auxiliary to the Army and Navy during 
our late struggle for national existence ; cer- 
tainly those who were in positions to know the 
services rendered by this volunteer naval force 
during the war fally appreciate its value, The 
President in his annual message, and again in 
a special message, has urgently called our at- 
tention to its importance, and has condensed 
into a single paragraph, in his special message, 
an argument that ought to settle the whol 
question. He says: 

“Our Navy at the commencement of the late war 
consisted of less than one hundred vessels, of abput 
one hundred and fifty thousand tons, and a force 
of about eight thousand men. We drew trom the 
merchant marine, which had cost the Government: 
nothing, but which had been a source of national 
wealth, six hundred vessels, exceeding one million 
tons, and about seventy thousand men, to aid in 
suppressing the rebellion.” i 

The Secretary of the Navy, in his annual 
report, speaking of the advantage which for- 
eign nations had over us in the possession of 
the large fleet of merchant steamers which we 
employ in our carrying trade, says: 

“Here, then, isa heavy tonnage of possible war ves- 
sels, larger than that of our whole Navy on lst Jan- 
uary, 1808. ad our mercantile marine possessed 

. such lines at the breaking ou: of the late. war we 
' might, instead of permitting the rebels to introduce 
| a vast amount of war material before we could collect 
the means to prevent it, have quickly closed every: 
i southern port. A comparatively small force of this 
: kind, appropriately armed and let loose on the ocean 
| under command of bold and intelligent officers, would 
be a dangerous foe to the commerce of any country.’ 
In giving up this field to the occupation of other 
nations und yielding to them the commercial advan- 
tages which naturally belong to our own position’ 
and resources, we at tho same time relinquish our, 
own weapons and arm our possible enemies.” . 
And again: 


“ There is another element of defense against tho: 
time cf danger, perbaps as effective as any other 
Il- 
: tions, like men, hesitate to attack those who are 
prepared to do them serious injury, and in the means 
of destructive aggression is often found the guresț, 
, defense against all who have anything to lose. Such 
means would be at hand if we had lines of ocean-’ 
going steamers established running out of our ports 
in the peaceful pursuit of commercial enterprise, 
but carrying our own flag and available to our Qov- 
ernment in time of need.’’ i 


i Take now the statement of Admiral Porter, 
i probably the highest naval authority in the 
country, and who has had experience in the 
merchant service as commander of a merchant 
steamship. -In his testimony before the com- 
mittee, which may be found on pages 183 to. 


“If the United States possessed the steamships 
plying between New York and Europe the Govern- 
ment would have a better Navy than it ever had. 
There was not a ship in.the American Navy. that: 
could compare with the best ships on, the English 
and French lines in point of speed, stabitity, or for, 
carrying guns, All those vessels could be fitted with: 
masts. in a very short. time and rigged eomplotely. 

fthe number of 
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stonnishits hoir engaged in the Huropéan tradé with 
New York he did not think the rebels would cvor. 
have got out a bale af cotton from a southern poris, 
and would have had to submit long before they 
did.” — Puge 183. l 

Iu making this stätement Admiral Porter 
calculated upon sixty of these first-class for- 
eign steamets as the number running to and, 
from New York, when in fact the actual num- 
ber is nearly double that, so rapidly have they, 
increased. | ae ; 

Again, on page 184, to the question— | l 

“I understand you to say that if at the commence- 
ment of the late war wé had thirty steamers like 


those running to New York from Earopo they would 
have been as afficient.os our entire Navy”— > 


the Admiral apswera: = 


“Twice ds efficient. tsay that without hesitation. | 


The ships we. had could catch nothing, We never 
had a vessel that could run down a blockade-runner 
during the whole war 1 
two others, Our iron-clads are only suitable for har- 
hor defense. In case of war with Great Britain or 
France our power would be ih cutting up their com-, 
merce. Great Britain could not stand a war six 
months trith flect of vessels that .we would send out 
after her vessels... They would break her up root and 
branch; and that kind of warfare would be more 
likely to bring abstt peace than fighting with iron 
clads of heavy war vessels.” > ~ > 


- The amount appropriated from 1850 to 1860 
for the Navy was $73,000,000.’ One third of 
this amount appropriated in aid of the mer- 
chant: steathship service would have estab-’ 


lished and maintained a-liundred such steam: | 
ships as those deactibed by. Admiral Porter, 


thirty of which he deelares twice as efficient 
as our Navy at the commencement of the war. 
Whocan estimate the millions of treasure and 
the thouwsdnds of-lives that would have been 
saved if this naval appropriation had beer thus 
divided and applied? pete as 

- It would be k 

still greater folly to néglect its hard learned 
lessdns. What js the preset application of 
our dear-bought experience?. Our naval force 
is that of a filth'rate Power.. It ought to be 
second to that of no nation, for upon it we. 
must rely mainly for ottr means of defense in 
all our future wars. .We have no powerful 
continental neighbors against whose encroach- 
ments it is necessary to keep up a large stand- 
ing army. Our policy is to engage in no wars. 
of conquest; but, conceding to all nations their 
rights, stand always in acondition to Maintain 


and defend ourown, Wecannotexpectexemp-. 


tion from future wars, bat we may lessen our 
liability to then by keeping ourselves ih such 
a condition as to make it dangerous for other 
nations to encroach upon or to attack us. 
Another reason fot keeping up a respectable. 
naval force is the negeasity for furnishing pro- 
tection to our citizens; who travel’ more than 
those of any dther nation to all patts of the 
globe... Every American should feel that he 
cannot travel so far as to get beyond the pro- 
tection óf hig Governthent. Stich is not the 
case to-day. The citizen of Great Britain or 
of France is proideted.in his rights every whete. 
The Amerieatr citizen is sure ef protection’ 
nowhere except at home. And however we 
may increase in wealth, hawever much we may 
develop our internal resontces and commerce, ' 
our condition in this fegard will not beimproved 
until: we reéstablish our power upon the ocean 
and traintath tipon it an dimed polite capable 
of affording such protection td our citizens as. 


will secure to them their rights in all parts of | 


the world. 0 Sh a etter ns, 
To’ maintala în pedce á navy équal tå the: 
demands of war would involve large an 

unnecessary expense. That the Navy proper’ 
should, be more powerful than it is, and that 
it would be real economy to make it ‘so, I 
do not doubt, It should approximate inore 


nedrly’té’ those’ of other first-class Powers. ., 


The navy of Great Britain has more than four: 
times'tho effeotive force of our own, and the 


amount annually appropriated to it is more’ 
than fifty milliondollars. She has not only this. 
powerful navy, armed, officered, and equipped | 


to the highest degree’ of efficiency, but an 


except the Vanderbilt and | 


‘ally to. mousn over the past, but i 


-|| country, two thousand officers, 


|| the largest class with our business, and pay 
| for maintaining this part of the naval force of 


| the proposition to employ the French steamer 


i ships of any foreign country, and declared that 


. too far; that such 4 course’ would be ‘' free 


| which a nation pays for its independance. .. 


li its.merchant marine: 


immense commercial marité, which is the most 
valuable contingent to the actual navy, and the 
best portion of which could at anytime, like a 
well-ordered militia, be called into operation: 
to swell the ranks and add tenfold to the 
efficiency of the regular service in case-of war 
between her and any maritime Power. This. 
immense contingent naval force of more than, 
two thousand steamers, many of them of the | 
largest class and engaged in foreign commerce 

supply one hundred and sixty-four lines, and. 
is supported by the nations whose business, 
they pefform. We support one hundred and 
seventeen of this fleet of foreign steamers of 


foreign nations nearly double the amount which 
we appropriate for our own Navy. Ithas long 
been the policy of Great Britain to connect her- 
self by these lines of steamers and by postal, 
arrangements with all parts of the world, thus 
inéreasing her trade and wealth, and at the, 
same timé providing a most economical and 
efficient naval force. The importance which 
the statesmen of Great Britain attach to their 
commercial steam marine as a source of profit 
and of power may be learned from reading the. 
debates in the House of Commons in 1867 on. 


to carry the mails to India, already referred to.: 

Mr. Crawford, free-trader as he is, protested. 
in the interests of commerce and of the coun-: | 
try against sending the English mails in the 


it would be carrying the principle of economy 


trade run mad;’’ that in case of any difficulty. 
with the nation upon whose vessels they de- ‘| 
pended for cartying their mails they would be, 
placed at such ‘disadvantage as ta endanger, 
the safety of the nation; that ‘‘ it was too much 
to expect that the interests of this country, 
commercially, socially, and politically, should. 
he made to depend upon the good will of ‘any 
foreign Government whatever,’ &e. = 07." 
Contrast the policy of the English Govern- 
ment with our own in this fegard, dependent. 
ag we are entirely upon foreign steamers for. 
transporting our mails. Inthe same debate, 
speaking of the services of their ocean steamers. 
in case of threatened or actual war with other 
nations, Mr. Crawford said: 
“Tha French have seen what the Peninsular and. 
Oriental steamers did in tho Crimean war. ‘They. 


then carried upward of sixty thousand men from this' 
nd between elevon 


and twelve thousand horses. 
done by another company in tho‘ Trent’ affair. 
know how ten thousand men wero sent out to 
ada by tho Cunard line of steamers and other vessels: | 
almost at a day’s notice,” ; S 


Can- ii! 


Wo know what. was,|! 
We |! 


ı This last fact is one that the American people ; | 
ought never to forget; but, keeping itfreah in | 
remembrance, resolve that the principle of i 


| economy shall never again. be carried, to such | 


an extent as to leave us entirely at the mercy | 
of any foreign nation. It is true senay 0 at 
a nation to avoid war by keeping gonstanily in. | 
a condition to resist aggressions. The main- 
tenafce of an army and a navy fs the. PEES | 

Bi 
I have endeavored to-show, our main reliance | 
for defense must be upon aur Navy; andthe. 
most. economical as well as the. most efficient: 
navy, that which adde to the wealth as well as- 
the power of a natiba, is best secured thrdugh , | 
Upon this point I quote |; 
Admiral Porter again, on page 192, in: answer‘, 
to. the question by Mr. Jupp: if the Govern, | 
ment should enter upon: this: system of sub»: 
sidies how would it affeet paval ¢stimutes?’ 
He said’: ; soto es a woes aa a t 

“Tt would save the Government millions of dollars 
in case of war, because I do aay gen „better ships 
than those Steamships are; dnd then they are kept | 
in order all the time. There is nota ship ranting |: 
on those lines that ig mot put into thorough omer»)! 
whenever she comes into port. We can take such |, 
ships, run bulkheads across them, and fit them for |! 
privateers in a week.’* | ' i "| 


Thë navel appropriations for the last four | 


ERTE 1 


years exceed in the aggregate $69,000.000 
about otié third the amount which Great Britain 
has appropriated in the same time—certainly 
not extravagant for a nation of forty milliong 
of people, having a line of sea-coast of more 
than five thousand miles, and bordering on the 
two great oceans of the world. If we had in- 
creased the appropriation thirty per cent. we 
could have secured the construction of a larger 
dnd more efficient merchant marine than Wé 
ever possessed. If our necessities absolutely 
compelled us to limit our appropriations, then 
by applying öne third of the appropriation act- 
ually. made we could have done the same thing, 

Suppose instead of $69,000,000 we had ap. 
propriated $45,000,000 to the Navy proper, 
and $24,000,000 in aid of our merchant marine. 
The $45,000,000 would have kept the Navy 
intact, and the $24,000,000 would have pro- 
vided a fleet of sail and steam vessels with a 
naval reserve of seamen worth many times our 
present Navy for national defense. Applied 
exclusively to steamers it would have aided in 
constructing, under the aid afforded by this 
bill, 100 iron steamships of 3,000 tons each 
and paid a subsidy toward maintaining them 
of $8,700,000 per year. 

-Cafi there be a doubt that such a fleet of 
vessels would have more than repaid the Treas- 
uty for the expenditure, to say nothing of the 
addition to our naval strength. 

_ And is not an appropriation in aid of build- 
ihg up such. an auxiliary naval force as legit- 
itmate as when applied directly to the Navy 
proper? Can the fact that the Governmentis 
relieved of all she expense of taking care of 
and sailing these.vessels jn time of peace be 
urged as an objection so long as they are en- 
tirely at its conimaid in time of war? 

Having demonstrated what might have been 
done by a judicious application of the means 
appropriated, let us now consider what may be 
done in the future if, profiting by our past 
experience and the example of other nations 


| we adopt a wise policy. Having considered 


the value, the necessity of an efficient mer- 
chant marine, let us_now_ estimate its cost. 
The entries at ports of the United States from 
foreign ports in 1869 amounted to 8.750,362 
tons of shipping, of which 5.347,694 tons 
weré foreign and 3.402,668 tons American ves- 
sels. In 1861 the total was 7,241,271 tons, of 
which 2.217,471 were foreign and 5,023,917 
tons were American vessels. Jt has been esti- 
thated that sixty per cent. of the registered ton- 
nage of the United States is engaged in, the 
carrying-trade between foreign nations. As- 
suming this éstimate to be correct, this part 


| of our shipping—939,852 tons—probably does 


not enter our, ports more than once & year. 


The other forty per cent.—626,568 tons—prob- 


ably averages {pur times a year, a large portion 
of it being in the West India and South Ameri- 
can trade. According to this estimate the 
result would be as follows: 


Tons, eh i l Tons, 
939,852 oritériny OME & YORL.....1...scseceeessseres 939,852 
626:568 ehtering four times & yea.. mnes 2,506,272 


1,568,430 Total ‘entry of American tonnage...3,446,124 
spe | H ai ` 


Of the foráign ahipping 250,811 tons are 
stédniers which énter on an dverage six times 
a.year, thakitg 1,504,866 tons entering and 


clearing. ‘The. 1,369,790 ‚tons sail shipping. 


probably averaged. three, entries each year. 
According to this ebtiinate the foreign tonnage 


engaged ih the carrying trade between our own. 


and foreign countries, standa thug: 


‘ona. . A TA co Am. 
250,811 steamers entering ‘six times each ae 
wba JORT sabedestoceociecgtaiseysiesceonnensonéesece DOS B68 

1,269,790 sail vessels three times 8 year......... 3,809, 970 
prera Oo U ; i aa: 
1,5200 Ga oao i ; 5,314,836 
zn i i pS = 


“It will be seen that an addition to our mer: 
charit marine of 1,269,795, tons of sail and 
260,811 tons of steam vessels would suffice for 
doing onr own carrying trade. To build this 


1870. 


ee me e 


. à 
three quarters of wood, under the provisions 
of the bill now under consideration, would cost 
nearly as follows : 


OF. 342 tons wood sail vessels, $3 per ton... 7.618, 735 
pith tons iron sail vessels, $]8 per ton.... 5,714,046 
550,818 tuna first elass irou steamabips, at ` 
SOT per tOn aseseseursssseressea isask 6,771,897 

Making a total of... ssssseiessersesre esee 20L, 679 


There are nine firms in the country prepared 
to engage in the building of iron ships, provid- 
ing the bill now under consideration becomes 
a law. These firms have been represented 
betore the committee during the present ses- 
sion, and state that they could wth their pres- 
out facilities build on an average 6,000 tons 
each or 54,000 tons. Allowing three times the 
amount of wooden tonnage, 162,000 tons, to be 
built, and it would give us 214,000 tons per 
year, Allowing for a reasonable increase in 
the facilities far, byildiug iron vessels and the 
total ammount af tonnage. 1,520,601 tons could 
probably be constructed in tive years if required 
by the demands of busiuess; Jf built in that 
time, the cost to the Government would be io 
round numbers $0,000.00 per year; fram which 
would be deducted $1,000,000 surplus received 
from tonnage tax, leaving but $4,000,000 per 

ear. 

, if we deduct from this amoant the $7,618,- 
786 drawback on imported material for wooden 
vessels, which we may preperly do, as the ves- 
sels cannot be built without the remission of 
duties, so that there would be no real loss of 
revenue; ond we linve $12,485,946 to be paid 
out inthe five years, or $2,497,188, less $1,000,- 
000 received from tonnage tax, leaving but 
$1,497,188 per annum to be actually paid from 
the Treasury. and for it we should receive 
twenty first-class iron steamers averaging 
2,500 tons each, 60,000 tons iron and 195,000 
tovs wood sail veasels, In view of the testi- 
mony cited can amy appropriation for the Navy 
be so well applied as thia small amount far the 
merchant murine? Will it notaid to the Navy 
even more than the entire naval appropriation 
when applied to the Navy proper? We cannot 
expect to carry all our exports and imports 
in American vessels, but we can under the pro- 
visions of this bill regain the percentage we 
had before the war, and compete on equal 
terms for te genera! business of the world. 

But it is objected that the payment of sub- 
sidies is the establishment of a new principle 
in legislation. Let ‘as see how this is. There 
has been granted to the western States and to 
corporations, for the development and im- 
provement of interna! commerce within these 
States, nearly two hundred million ‘acres 
of the public domain, the common property 
of the nation, and at the minimum price of 
$1 25 per acre, a total in value of lands of 
$250,000, 000, and in cash or bonds, $64,000,000, 
making a grand total of $314,000,000, paid 
directly from the common property and the 
common treasure of the country for develop- 
ing the internal commerce of the West and 
South. These subsidies have been distributed 
among the following States: SaS 


SESSSESEE8: 


To which: z 7 
Lands Gene eee teres amp, 


; | : , 
amount of tonnage one quarter. of iroa and | To which will he added 124,000,000. acres 


made directly to western railroads. Ip addi- 
tion to this, of the appropriations for river 
and harbor improvements of the $12.000,000 
in 1866, 1867, 1868, and 1869, $9,000,000 went 
to improve the rivers and harbors of the West, 
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and $3,000,000 to sea-coast improvements. : 


Has not the Government been bounteous in 
its bounties and lavish in its liberality to the 
interior commercial interests of the country? 
l rejoice, sir, that it has been thus liberal in 
its subsidies to the internal commerce of the 
great West, and. I rejoice, too, that the votes 
of the Atlantic sea-board States are to be 
found recorded in almost one unbroken afirma- 
tive for all these liberal grants. I rejoice that 
my own State, occupying the castern extreme 
of the country, although retarded in growth 
and prosperity by the drain of its popula- 
tion to the western States, has, nevertheless, 
whether represented by Whigs, by Democrats, 
or by Republicans, voted for all theso liberal 
measures. And I know full well that the only 
reason why the large-hearted and generous 
West has not reciprocated this liberality of 
the Bast is for want of opportunity and not 
of disposition. Now, sir,.can it be contended 
by. any one that bounties paid to railroads 
located in certain States, the direct benefit of 
which inures to carporations and the indirect 
advantages of which gre largely local, arc mare 
legitimate, more national in their objects, than 
those paid for building up the foreign com- 
merce of the country? If these railroads ex- 
tended to all parts of the country and were free 
to all, as the ocean extends to all parts of the 
world and is free to all, then the Government 
aid to interior railways would in its nationality 
more nearly. approximate to that granted to 
external or ocean commerce. 

„Sir, ou a great national question like that 
under consideration, a question rising far above 


auy mere local considerations. rising [ might | 
almost. say even ahove national considerations, ` 


and embracing within its scope the interests 
of mankind, 1 should feel that I degraded the 
subject were I to appeal: to any narrow sec- 
tional prejudices or interests for support. What 
is for the interest of any one section of the 


country is for the interest of the whole coun- | 


try, and what is for the interest of the whole 


country is for the interest of the world, hbe- | 


cause all the privileges, all the advantages, all 
the blesaings-which we enjoy are open and free 
to all who will come and partake of them. But 
I cannot forbear calling attention to the prob- 
abilities that the South and the West are to be 


. more directly benefited by the reconstracted ` 
Ameriean merchant marine, which is to per- 


form its part in the new commercial era which 


*is now dawning npon the- world, than either | 


the North or the East. 

Let us glance briefly at some of the great 
facts connected with the commercial revolu- 
tion now going on in the world, The opening 
of the Syez canal, the construction of which 
was so long resisted by the sagacious states- 
men of. England, and so wisely aided by the 
sagacious statesman who presides over the 


` destinies of France, has been opened to com- 
‘merce and has become an assured success. 
: The trade of the Indies, which formerly flowed |! 
: through the Mediterranean, studding it with | 
. populous and wealthy cities and making it the | 
: empire of commerce, and which was diverted | 


_ by the discovery of the passage round the Cape 
: of Good Hope, has returned, and now flows 
| With inereaged and increasing volume through 
: ite ancient chgnuel. - This change of the great 
' current of trade from the East to the West has 
: left Great Britgin off its line and is destined. to 
work as great a revolution in the ocean com- 
merce of the world as did the discovery of the 
passage via the Cape of Good Hope. It will 
turn the currents of trade of southern Europe 
which now run toward the English channel 
to the Mediterranean ports, whence it will fow 
east to the Indies and west to the United States. 

. Great Britain has become the warehouse of 
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the world by drawing to herself the products 
of all countries, and either in their crude or in 
| an elaborated form redistributing them. But 
: she cannot lang divert trade fifteen degrees of 
latitude north aut of its natural course. The 
trade of one hundred and eighty million people 
in Europe will now naturally seek an outlet 
through the Mediterranean. The ocean routes 
to the north of Nurope are occupied. It would 
be unwise to try to wrest them from those in 
possession while more favorable and unoccu- 
pied routes invite our attention. Weare on 
the direct line of the world’s great current of 
trade from east to west. A vessel passing from 
the Mediterrauegn to the Atlantic has scarcely 
to change her courses point to strike New York. 
Between the thirtieth and torty-second parallel 
of north latitude are embraced the ports of St. 
Augustine, Savannah, Charleston, Beaufort, 
Wilmington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New 
York, and on the opposite side of the Atlantic 
the entrance to the Mediterranean, now the 
great highway of the commerce of the werld, 
while the passage to the Continent by this route 
isin the pleasant latitudes, taking in the Azores 
on the voyage. a 

Cadig is ag near as Liverpool to New York. 
It ig our policy ta strike for this direct trade 
with she contineut of Europe and with India, 
divert it feam Great Britain and bring it to our- 
selves. : We thus tap the trade.of Spain, of 
France, af Italy, of Austria, of southern Ger- 
many, of Turkey, and af santhern, Russia as 
wellas that of all the ports of northern Africa, 
from Morocco to Suez ;.and all this trade comes 
to us south of the furty-second parallel of north 
latitude. The whole travel to and from the 
United States as far east as New York. and to 
and from the continent of Europe and mach 
of that to and from Great Britain, would soon 
follow this route in preference to encayntering 
the dangers and discomforts of the more narth- 
ern passage. The present lines of foreign 
steamers will undoubtedly continue to carry 
the trade and travel between northern Europe 
and the extreme east of our own country, to- 
gether with all that vast aod increasing trade 
between those countries and the present British 
North American provinces, which are soon. to 
become a great.and independent nation. 

Let us uow turn our attention to other of 
the great unoccupied routes of ocean com- 
merce, those which in the fyture are ta be the 
most important of all—the routes between our 
Pacific coast and the nations of. the East. 
When we consider that these eastern nations, 
swarming with population, possessing the accu- 
mulated wealth of ages, presenting a, field for 
_ commercial enterprise which all maritime na- 
' tions have for centuries striven to possegs, lie 
: directly in front of our western coast, with only 
_ the. broad Pacific between; that on this side 


., are the fertile unoccypied: lands ready to re- 


ceive this overflowing population, what mind 
` can conceive, what imagination even exagger- 
-ate the possibilities of our future, if we have 
: the wisdom to appropriate and improve the 


', advantages which nature hasso profusely placed 


‘in our pathway. A glance at.a comparative 
| table of distances between London and. the 


| ports of China and Japan, and San Francisco 


and the same ports, is sufficient to shaw the 
advantages which we possess as against the 
world in competing for this trade of the Hast; 


From London to Hong K E T R 
' From London to Hong Kong, via the Suez ; 
$ canal EA TEE A ibecSaduatdanvaed 11,670 
| San Fra 
E POC E E E E T, 6,350 
L London to Shanghai, yia Buez canal... 10,469 
San Francisco, Qirect...essaseeeress:-eetor0e 5,595 
| bondon to Melbourne, via Suez chnal.. 12.570 
an Francizco, directs ...-reeeccoreccronessee tecsonne bs 
London to Yokohama, Japan. wee 11.509 
San Francisco, direct... esee... O A ess 6,900 


But there are other advantages besides that 
of distance in favor of this direct trade between 
the American Pacific coast and the natiqns of 
the East., This commerce is direct and natural, 
untaxed, unobstructed, and. unobstractible ; 
equylly adapted to the use of gail or of steam 
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versels—peculiarly favorable to sail vessels on 
account of the trade winds and ocean currents, 
which by the change of ten to fifteen degrees of |; 
latitude can be made favorable, either on the out: | 
ward or homeward voyage. 'l'he navigation of 
the Red sea is dificult and dangerous to sail 
vessels. All vessels passing by this route are 
subject to a tax, and the passage of the canal 
is Kable to obstruction in ease of a European 
war. The advantages | have referred to will, 
it appreciated and appropriated by us, give us 
the control of the Pacific. ft was said by one 
of the most sagacious statesmen of England 
that— 

“The nation which controlled the commerce of 
the world controlled the wealth of the work, an 
through it the world itself.” 

I believe it may be as truly said that the 
nation which controls the commerce of the 

racitic controls the commerce of the world, 
and thereby controls the world itself 

I know it may be said that water carriage 13 
so much cheaper than land carriage that the 
commerce of the Pacific for this continent will 
seek the route via the Suez canal to New York ; 
and so it will tor the trade that is naturally to 
be distributed from that port. Bat the ques- 
tion is, how far inland west can New York 
distribute the imports from India in competi- 
tion with San Francisco and the ports 1n Ore- 
gon? Certainly not west of the east line o 
Missouri, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota ; 
probably not so far West; leaving all that vast 
territory between those points and the Pacific 
directly interested in and connected with the 
commerce of that coast. Well may the Legis: 
lature of California instruct her Senatore and 
request her Representatives in Congress to 
support the bills for the revival of American 
commerce, and well may San Francisco seo 
in her petition with the names of five thousand |: 
of her enterprising citizens pressing the same | 
request. i 

Look now at still another of the world’s great 
routes of commerce that is to be, that which isto 
be made by cutting the isthmus which connects - 
South and North America and separates the | 
Gulf of Mexico from the waters of the Pacific ` 
ocean. The construction ofa ship-canal across 
the Isthmus woald be of immense advantage | 
to the whole commerce of the country, bat par- , 
ticularly to the ports on the Gulf of Mexico and 
the rivers which empty into it, bringing them - 
into direct communication with the Indies, while . 
the carrying trade of the world which goes by 
this route must pass by the very doors of these _ 
Guif States. The opening of this route would 
work a counter-revolution in favor of sail ves- 
sels, as by a change of a few degrees of latitude 
the winds and currents favor both ways. The 
advantages which sail vessels would have by 
the opening of this new route may be seen by 
glancing at any chart upon which the trade- 
winds and ocean currents are indicated. 

Witha canal across the Isthmus vessel could 
cail from any port on the Galf of Mexico via 
the West Indies to the Philippian Islands, Can- 
ton, Hong Kong, Shanghai, to ports in Japan, - 
back via San Francisco down the coast of 
California, Mexico, Yucatan, and Hondares to | 
her port of departure, making the round voy- 
age in about thesame time thatasteamer would `- 
take to make the voyage via the Suez canal | 
from Liverpool to Japan, touching atsame ports 
of the eastern continent. On this route sail | 
vessels, whether from the United States or 
Europe, would have the advantage in compe- ‘i 
tition with steamers. With this new communi- 
cation open the Mississippi, the Obio, and the |} 
Alabama would rival the Clyde, the Tyne, and 
the Tees in ship-building, and the ports of the 
Gulf States would come to possess a mercan- 
tile marine far exceeding that now possessed by 
the northern and eastern Atlantic States. 

Thus it is seen that the internal commerce 
of the country which bas been developed at 
such immense cost to the nation is to be con- 
neeted with an ocean commerce, the magni- 
tude of which can scarcely be conceived of. 


„in which were built those specimens of naval | of Grafton rs. Conner ; which were referred to 


i es | the Committee of Elections. 
| American citizen. J 


‘ we can find one great national question upon 
‘ which men of all parties can unite; a question 


| ity, our safety, oar natioual pride, and our | 


: printed as part of the debates some remarks 
. on the pending bill. 


The question for us to settle is whether we shal 
have euch share of this ocean commerce as Our | 
commanding position entitles us to, or purstl- '| 
ing a Chinese policy surrender all to foreign | 
nations. i 
The rapid settlement of the Pacific coast, : 
the development of the untold mineral and 
agricultural resources of the great and fertile . 
Territories of the West, the reéstablishment of 
civil governments, and the reorganization of 
the labor and the revival of the industries of ; 
the South, the breaking down of the barriers 
which for ages have obstructed intercourse with 
the people of the rich and populous countries 
of Asia, the dissemination of American and 
European ideas and civilizations in those coun- 
tries, the opening of new and shorter channels 
of communication between the great oceans of | 
the world, are all harbingers of the dawn ofan |. 
era of the most remarkable commercial activity 
the world has ever known. But in this com- 
mercial prosperity, American occan shipping 
is to have neither part nor lot unless we arouse :. 
ourselves, and displaying some of the wisdom 
and statesmanship of the fathers of the Lepub- 
lic in regard to this great interest, place it 
ander tho fostering care of the Government. 
No revival of the commercial business of the 
world, however great, can aid to restore or re- 
vive the ocean tonnage of the United States — 
unless we place it in a condition to compete 
for that business upon equa! terms with the ton- 
nage of other nations, by such aid as other Gov- 
ernments extend to their merchant marine. 
more ships are wanted,as they inevitably willbe 
the yards that built the vessels which lighte 
the Atlantic and Pacific with the burning hulls 
of American ships will furnish them, while 
the grass will be allowed to grow in the yards 


architecture which were once the pride ofevery | 


I rejoice, sir, that amid the strife and conflicts ` 
of partisan warfare which agitate the country | 


not partisan, but American in the broadest 
sense; a question which concerns our prosper- 


national honor. 
Mr. NEGLEY obtained leave to have 


[See Appendix. } 
The SPEAKER. ‘The morning hour has 
expired. 

PROTECTION OF TEXAN FRONTIER. i 


Mr. DEGENER, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1979) for the ' 
better protection of the frontier of Texas; 
which was read a first and second. time,” 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, į 
and ordered to be printed. 


SURVEY OF ALASKA, ETC. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a letter from the Secretary || 
ofthe Treasury, transmitting a communication | 
from the Superintendent of the United States 
Coast Survey asking for an appropriation to 
survey Alaska and the Aleatian Islands; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropria- | 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIM OF BENJAMIN J. GREEN i! 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from | 


i 
H 


the Secretary of War, in relation to the claim | 
of Benjamin J. Green for John A. Thompson 
& Co., which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 
ELECTION CONTEST-——GRAFTON V8. CONNER. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House papers in the contested- 
election case of Grafton vs. Conner, from. the 
second congressional district of Texas; which 
were referred to the Committee of Elections. 
BOUNTY DECISION. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 


| the Secretary of the Treasury, 


'| transmitting a statement of the 


to the Committee on the 


laid before the Louse a communication from 
the Secretary of War, in relation to the boanty 
decision of the Suprome Court; which wag 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


` and ordered to be printed. 


SUNSISTENON OF INDIAN TRIBES. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Interior, inelosing a copy 


of a letter from the Commissioner ot Indian 


Affairs, asking foran appropriation of $250,090 
for the purchase of subsistence for the Arapa- 
hoes, Cheyennes, and other tribes, for the fiscal 


- year ending June 30, 1871; which was referred 


to the Conffhittee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF OSWEHGO HARBOR., 
The SPEAK BRalso, by unanimous consent, 


-lnid before the House a communication trom 


the Secretary of War, in auswer ton resolution 
of the House of January 26, 1870, transmitting 
a report of the chief of engineers upon the im- 

rovermentot the harbor of Oswego, tn the State 
of New York; which was referred to the Conn- 


. mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


CONTESTED ELECTION——-GRAFTON VS. CONNER, 


TheSPEAKERalso, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House the testimony of Charles 


` H. Cole, in the matter of the contest of B. F. 


Gratton for the seat of Jobn C. Conner, as 


' Representative in the Forty-First Congress of 
the second congressional district of ‘Texas ; 


which was referred to the Committee of Elec- 


| tions. . 


The SPEAKERalso, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House sundry depositions and 
other papers in the said contested -election case 


TheSPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, in answer to the resolu- 
tion of the House of March 28, 1870, trans- 
mitting copies of the returns of the election 
held in the second ‘congressional district of 
Texas in November and December last; which 
was referred to the Committee of Elections, 
and ordered to be printed. 


GRENVILLE M. DODG Lr 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, in relation to a suit 
brought against Grenville M. Dodge in the 
State courts of Kansas for acts done by him in 
the discharge of his duty as an officer of the 
United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. . 

GENERALS OF TIIS ARMY. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting to the House 
a statement of headquarter expenses of gen- 


i! erals of the Army; which was referred to the 


Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 


TheSPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
in answer to @ 
resolution of the House of March “1, 1870, 
balances due 
from the collectors of internal revenue who are 
not now in office ; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 
RAILROAD LAND GRANT. .- ¢ 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Iowa, pray- 
ing Congress for a grant of land to aid in the 
construction of a railroad; which was referre 
Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 
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BUILDINGS RENTED BY: WAR DEPARTMENT... 
The SPEAKER also, by ühániihous consent, 
laid before the'Houseé a communication from 
the Secretary of War; in relation to private 
puildings in the District’ of Columbia rented 
and occupied by the War Department. © 
On motion of Mr. WELKER, the commu- 
nication was referred to the Committee on Re- 
trenchment, and ordered to be printed. 


FORT PORTER. .. x 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 


laid before the House a communication from | 


the Secretary. of :War, in relation to the im- 


provement of grounds owned by-the United | 


States in the city of Buffalo, and known as | 


Fort Porter ; which was referred to the Com- 

mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 

printed. ; Pyle. Bia y 
WILLIAM ELLIOTT, DECEASED. 


5, 1870, in relation to thé claim of the execu- 
trix of the late William Elliott, of South Car- 
olina; which was referred to the Committeé of 
Claims, - 
VENTILATING TREASURY BUILDING: 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House: 
a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, inclosing a:letter from the supervis- 
ing arcitect asking-an appropriation of $24,630 
for the purpose of. ventilating the south and 
north portion of the west wing of the Treasury 
building; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. ` 

WASHINGTON CITY SAVINGS-BANK. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House | 


a letter from the treasurer of the Washington 
City Savings- Bank, in compliance with section 
eight of its charter ; which was referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. ` 


BOSTON AND NEW YORK HARBORS,, ETO. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House |! 
acommunication from the Secretary of War, || 


in answer to a resolution of: April 25, 1870, in 
relation to the expenditures. on: Beston and 
New York. harbors, Delaware breakwater, and 
the mouth of ‘the Mississippi river ;: which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed: © 3-50 8s n 
EDUCATING ‘THE INDIANS, ETC. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the Houge 
a communication from. the. Secretary of the 
Interior, in answer.to a resolution of the House 
of March 24, 1870, in relation .ta the efforts 
that have been.made hy the. Government to 
educate and civilize. the Indian. tries within 
the limits of the United States; which was 
referred tothe Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to,be printed... o a, 0 os 
UNITED STATES TRANSPORT STEAMER ILLINOIS, 

The SPEAKER ald laid ‘before the House 
acommunication from the Secretary of War, 
in relation to the United States transport 
steamer Illinois being transferred to the éity 
of New York by authority of law for quaran- 
tine purposes; which was referred to the Com- 
eee Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 


mena: 


_ , SRA-COAST DEFENSH. | 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
& communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting the report of the board of engi- 
neers upon their. experiments in connection 
with an efficient system of sea-coast defensein 
the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee.on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed... ; Sites Asoo : 

onult ~ PIBGAN INDIANS. : 

The SPEAKER ulso laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of: War, 
i relation to late expedition against: the Pie- 


t 


| 
| 
|; 
{ 


gan [ndiansia‘the Territoty of Montana ; which 
was referred to the Comtitteeon Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. -- 

Pe ON ÓNETDA, POS ve 
The SPRAKER also laid before the House 
' farther reply of the Secretary of the Navy to, 
; the resolution of the House calling for inform- 
: ation regarding the Oneida; which was referred 
‘ tothe Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. O P Zu os 
Mr. MAYNARD submitted a resolution for. 
one thousand extra copies; which, under the 
law, was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

; FOX AND WISCONSIN REVERS. > °°, 
The SPRHAKER also laid before the House a 


i 
‘ 


| memorial and joint resolution of the General- 


! Assembly of the State:of Iowa in reference to: 


|| the improvement of the Fox -and: Wisconsin: 
|. rivers; which were referred to the Committee 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House : 
acommunication from the Secretary of War, in | 
answer to a resolution of the House of March | 


| on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. =: . 
` MILITARY FORCES IN KANSAS. ` 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House’ 


i: the following message from the. President of 
i: the United States: 


|| To the House af Representatives: 


, 


In answer to your resolution of the 2st ultimo 
. requesting to be informed “whether any portion 0 
i the military forces of the United States have been 
sent into the counties of Bourbon, Crawferd, and 
Cherokee, in -the State of Kansas, and if so, when, 
what number, for what purpose, and on whose pro- 
curement ; and also whether they have been required 
to erect there any winter quarters, forts, fortifica- 
tions, or earth-works, and if so, what, for what pur- 
; pose, and at whose expense, and at what probable 

expense to the Government have all said acts been 
done,” I transmit herewith a report, dated 18th in- 
atant, from the Secretary of War, to whom the reso- 
lution was referred. : 

U. S. GRANT, 


Execorive Mansion, April 20, 1870. 
The message and accompanying papers were 
| referred to the Committee on.Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. i = > = 4 2u. 7 
i ESTEBAN G. MONTANO. 
The SPEAKER also, laid before the Houte 


| the United States: a 

| To the Senate and House of Representatives : 2 

I transmit to Congress a report from the Secretary 
| of State, relative to results of the proceedings of the 
i joint commission at Lima under the convention be- 
| ber, 1868, and recommend that an opp opriation ba 
made to discharge the obligation of the United States 
; in the case of the claim of Esteban G. Montano, to 


| which the report refers. - -. : ; . 
. i ` U. S. GRANT, 

| WASHINGTON, April 14, 1870, > > teo 7 F: . 
The message and adcompanying papers wert 

referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 

and ordered to be printed. nee 


| ~ : UNIFICATION OF COINAGE. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 

the following message from the President of 

the United States: -— ee 

To the House of Representatives : l a 
In answer to the resolution of the House of Ropre- 

sentatives of the 9th instant, I transmit areport from 

the Secretary. of State and the paper which accom- 


panied it. | 
eee Stat i U.S. GRANT. 

Wasuineton, April 38,1870. - - ; 

‘The SPEAKER. The communication re- 
lates to the unification of the coinage. If 
theré be no objection it will be referred to the 
Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas- 
ures, and ordered to be printed. : 

There was no objection; and it was so 
ordered: © 0s ; 

i ` WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, by 
unanimous consent, leave was granted for the 
withdrawal from before the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs of the claim of Leon Alcan. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. GILFILLAN obtained leave of absence 
for two days from to-day. 

- Mr. CLARK; of Texas, obtained leave. of 
absence for to-day. : a 

Mr. FITCH obtained leave of absence until 
Saturday, the 14th instant. 


i the following message from the President of | 


tween the United States and Peru of 4th of Decem- | 


’ . PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT ALBANY. 


Mr. MAYHAM. I ask unanimous consent 
that the bill (S. No. 708) to provide for a 
building for the use of the post office, custom- 
house, United States circuit and district courts, 
and internal revenue offices at Albany, New 
York, be taken from the Speaker’s table and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I object. 


EVENING SESSION. 


_Mr. SCHENCK. Before moving to go into 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the special order, I move that the 
Committee of the Whole be directed to take a 
recess from half past four o’clock until half 
past seven o'clock this evening. 

The question was put; and there were—ayes 
59, noes 56; no quorum voting. 

' Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SCHENCK and 
Mr. ELDRIDGE were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 79, noes 50. 

Mr. WOOD. [I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr: COX. Gentlemen who vote for this 
motion are pledged to come here to-night. Let 
us put them on record: 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 58, not voting 
83 ; as follows: a 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arm- 
strong, Arnell, Asper, Atwood, Axtell, Beaman, 
Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, Benton, Bird, Blair, 
George M. Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard, Roderick 
R. Butler, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, Sidney Clarke, 
Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Covode, Cowles, 
Dickey, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Ferry, Finkeln- 
burg, Fisher, Garfield, Hale, Hamilton, Hawley, 
Heflin, Hoar, Hooper, Kelley, Kelsey, Ketcham, 
Lawrence, Lynch, Maynard, McCarthy, McCrary, 
McGrew, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, Wil- 
liam Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, O'Neill, 
Orth, Packard, Peck, Perce, Peters, Poland, Pom- 
eroy, Porter, Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, John A. Smith, Starkweather, 
Steveng, Strickland, Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, 
Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van Wyck, Welker, Wheeler, 
Willard, illiams, and Winans—87. 


AYS — Messrs. Adams, Ayer, Biggs, Booker, 


| Bowen, J ames Brooks, Cleveland, Gonner Cox, Dick- 


inson; Dox, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Getz, Gib- 
son, Griswold Haight, Haldeman, Hambleton, Har- 
ris, Hay, Hill, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Knott, 
Laflin, Lash, Lewis, Mayham, McKenzie, McNeely, 
Morphis, Morrissey, Niblack, Paine, Prosser, Ran- 
dali, Rice, Rogers Sohumaker, Sherrod, Shober, 
Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, WilliamJ.Smith, William 
Smyth, Stiles, Stokes, Stone, Swann, Trimble, Van 
Auken, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wil- 
kinson, Winchester, and Wood—5s. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Archer, Bailey, Banks, 
Barnum, Barry, Beck, Bingham, Boles, Boyd, Buck, 
Buckley, Bardett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Calkin, 
William T. Clark, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Crebs, 
Cullom, Davis, Dawes, Degener, Dixon, Dockery, 
Fitch, Fox, Gilfillan, Hamill, Hawkins, Hays, Hea- 
ton, Hoge, Holman, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Jenckes, 
Alexander H. Jones, Judd, Julian, K jlogg, Kerr, 
Knapp, Logan, Loughridge, Marshall, McCormick, 
McKee, Mercur, Milnes, Morgan, Samuel P. Morrill, 
Mungen, Negley, Packer, Palmer, Phelps, Platt, 
Potter, Reaves, idgway, Roots, Scofield, Shanks, 
Porter Sheldon, Worthington C. Smith, Stevenson, 
Stoughton, Strader, Strong, Sweeney, Taffe, Tanner, 

an Horn, Van Tramp, Ward, William B. Wash- 
burn, Wollg, Whitmore, Eugene M. Wilson, Joha 
T. Wilson, Witcher, and Woodward—83. 


_ So the motion was agreed to. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. HILL asked leave of absence for the 
remainder of the day. 

Mr. WOOD. I object, if the gentleman 
voted for an evening session. 

Mr. HILL. I did not. 

Mr. WOOD. Then I do not object. . 

There being no objection, leave was granted. 


TARIFF BILL. 


- Mr. SCHENCK. I now move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

- The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. WREELER in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) toamend exist- 
ing Jaws relating to the duty on imports, and 
for other purposes, 


IAT. 
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The pending paragraphi.’as‘amended, was 
read, as follawa:. ee ee oe ere 
-On stecl car wheels, 3 oẹnts pér pound. i | 
- The pending amendment was one thovell by 
Mr. Ixaensoun, te add to the `p r 
amended, the-tollowing: + PERE 
Prosidèiti That after the Ist day of Janu 
the duty shall. be 2} cents.per pound.. : 


aragráph, ' as 


ary 1871; 
E ai x 


| 


The question was taked.tuipon thè ametid- ; 


ment; und upon a division. there were—ayes i 


20, noes 60; no quorum vot 


ing. igh ARE. GS 

f » a] NIA : i a Ap: $ ‘ $ ) 

Mr, BROÒKS, of ‘New, York, Í call’ for. i Springs for th 
woult 


tellers, . Gentlemen, þaye vote 


rum here to do business.. 

TheCHAIRMAN, Noqu 
tellers will be ordered, ung 
gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. 
the gentleman from iMingls, 
will act as tellérg, ,.., 


The committee again divided į and the tellers 


reported that there were—ayes 61, noes 6 et. 

So, the amendment wap nok agreed to`. mii 
; MrS TEVENS, I desire to; movean smend- 
ment whith 1, yuderatand is: nog ahjeotad:t0, by: 
the Committee of Waygiand Neang....d mave: 
to add to the penfling paragraph, A Anion yel 
blooms: fop gar and locomotive tires,-xalled or 


I do not propose to debate this amendment, ; 
Mr. ALLISON, ‘here. is. no objgotion 


ta ibe © o. KE E aa aiT D A AE Ce 
- Mr. BROOKS; pf New York: Do F under: 
stand jhe gentleman, ta say ‘that his amend: 
ment. hag the approval of the Committee: af 
Ways and Manay Ce Cts ian ce 
Mr, STEVENS... Sp\l‘underatand. |.) 
Mn ALLISON. The proposed: amendment. 
is a reduction of the present tate of duty, | $ 
Mr. CESSN AS [ ohisot to debate: = 
. The CHAIRMAN. Debate. has heen. ex-. 
hausted upon the pending. paragraph. > 
© The amendment moved by Mr. STEVENS was 
then agreed to, ~ Eee Re ay lee, 
© Me. COX. .E-mave to amend this para; 
graph by. striking out ‘+8 cents’? and ‘insert- 
ing ‘2 cents’? as the rate of duty, for the 
purpose of saying——~ ` >. i P 
The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order, 
all debate upon the pending paragraphi having 
terminated. a te 
- Mr. CESSNA. And. I: raise the point of 
order that the word *‘ three”. having been, in- 
gerted by a diréet vote of the Committee af the 


Whole, is is not now. in order to move to strike | 


out, o o’ Pe CA A N Aaa 
"The GHAIRMAN,.. Thé Chait süstafng the 
poins-of orden: yiF cub aires os, Saal Ape t 
The Olerk read ak follows: 9 8 228 
' Onstecl carriago, car, locomotive, and other aprings 
of steel, G.comis per pounge -0 o teers 
Mr. SCHENCK. On behalf of the Gonrmit: 
tee of Ways and. Méans 1 move to amend this 
paragraph by stritcing out the worda ‘‘ of steels’? 
as being tantologieat and tintiecegsayy: een 
The amendment was agreed to, 0y a 
Mr. SCHENCK. I have been instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to move to 
insert an additiana) paragraph o IHO ol. 
Mr. ASPER. I desire tp move.an ‘aqaend; 
meat. to the pending paragraph, : ' Erk ate 


2 


e? 


érum having Voted : 
erthe rule, and the:' 
'AYNARD, and. |; 


“Mi, INGERSOLL, | and-it-will drive the’ business entirely into 


Mr. SCHENCK.” Then- 4 will yield far the | 


present. are go ehh 
_ Mr. ASPBR.. I move to samend: the pand- 
ipg paragraph. by striking ont.“ 6 cepts” ‘and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words ‘3 cents” 
as the rate of duty per pound upon the arti- 
cleminentioneéd -ir this paragraph. ‘| T propose 


this anigndaient: because T believe ‘that 6 cents ; 


er pound on this article is too high adutys 
There has been no.classification ofsteel hitherto 
that iticludds.springs for- carriages or Tocditio- 
tives ; and. if. iteposted at. all they hava been 
imported pnder the: designation of ‘other artii 
cles manufactured «jn: whole.or in. part- af 
steel?’ at 45 per eent. gd valozem, And ander 
that classification a large amount of steel had 
been imported into the United States, aniount- 


d for a night | 


session, and I ingist that, wa shall have.p.q40", Fore this proposed duty would 


| those small manufacturers at. 


! make buggies and whgons by th 


i 


If'th 


aoted from Y to 12 cents per pound. Therefore’ 
ie d ! 


ér pound, then you have an enormous tax” 
: imposed upon the persons wha use this manu- 


factured article. Se oe 
‘very lightest wagon or buggy. 


i 


cost at least $1 for each spripg. There-’: 


interfere with 
the ctoss-roads 
andthe little villages all over the country, who: 
eir own labor, 


contral:.of ithe mammoth concerns, who will 
then have a monopoly of the. businesa. : This 


insist, therefore, that this 


-duty will seat, gppressively upon the people 


and the masses. 

duty ts too high) 0 a, i 
"Before I take my seat I desire to call the 
attention of the Committee of the Whole to a 
misrepresentation ‘which was made here last 
week dn refetened to the signature of some 


hammere] to patterns 2$. cents par- pound.’ railroad afcer in my State-upon the question: 


of the int¥sase-of duty upon steel rails. I ask 
the Clerk. td read two telegrams, in order to 
correct that misrepresentation. 

~The Clerk tead as follows: 
shoo oen | WASHINGTON, D. C., May 3; 1870. 
To:T, M. Lawaon, St. Joseph, Missouri; 


. Has your. yoad authorized the use of its name to 

increase the duty on steel rails? . i ; 
Ray dace | Ce J. F. ASPER, 

` G.A. FINKELNBURG.: 
are oon pppoe n pe vani 

geeaed: ot Joserrn, Missovri, May 7, 1870. 
To J. F. Asper and G. A. FINKELNBURG, 

m is oS _ „No. 413 Fourth street: 


No; we have not. . Aes jaana 
LAANE DENO GM, BAWBON, President. 
“Me MAYNARD. ‘That does not touch the 
point. ‘This telegram does not say whether 


the company signed the document which we į 


have had héfore us. 

Mr, ASPER. 1 will say that the document 
was signed by Mr. Wheatley, who represents 
himself às treasurer of the company; a young 
man,.«-banker, who I presume never saw a 
rail.laiddown, never purchased one, and knows 


nothing about the subject, though doubtless in | 


@ a ver 


hiş line a very good man... La 

Min MAYNARD. The only question is, 
whether the paper was signed by the man who 
professes to have signed ‘it‘and whether he is 


really what: he “protessed to be. :'I have very | 
little to say in egari to the proposition. now ` 


hefore.the cammittee.: This duty relates to a 
very high gr 


to-a-specifieduty, for thereason which induced 


the cömthitteeto makea corresponding change | 
in-p.geens many other cases. The avetage rate ` 


of duty under this. proposition. will not be 


higher. than. it.is now ifthe ‘articles are fairly . 
honestly imported, .accordiag to:their real | 


aud 


valus, The question: is simply whether we 


shalt continue the: gd valorem’ system or adapt | 


the specific sygtem.: i: 


Me -COX:: J wish: the gentleman would | 


state, so that we can hear him, whether6 cents 
a pound on-these springs is an- increase over 
the present.rate, 45. por cent. ad valorem? . 
wW AYNARD. - I have just stated that it 
fy not. The'éffect of the ptoposition i 
to change, the ag. valorem to a specific rate ; 
and it js belicved the point has been fairly and 
honestly reaclied: Of course, upon very low 
grades of articles-a specific duty ib greater, 
while upon the higher grie it-is-less. This. 
imineident to thd speeike system in contradis- 
tinction to the ad valorem system. The gen- 
Hemae-naderstands that, af-course. ` 
Mr. COX. Then 1 suppose the gentlemen 


4 


the.; 


ade of steel. -Tho- effect ọf the: ` 
proposition of the Qammittee. of. Ways and — 
Meansis simply to. chapge-an ad valorem daty | 


s simply ` 


from Tennessee would bave no objection to 
the.amendment which [ now propose to offer 
providing that no duty levied under this clause 
shall exceed 45 per cent. ad valorem. . 

. Mr. SCHENCK. I wish to state upon what 
' information this change has been made by the 


‘|! committee. We were informed upon what we 


esteemed good authority, having made various 
inquiries and investigations, that the prices of 
these articles range from 11 to 25 cents a pound 
The average would therefore be 18 cents a 
! pound. Under the present tariff the rate is 
i 45 per cent. advatorem, there being much room 
for evasion and fraud. Forty-five per cent. 
upon this average valuation of 18 cents per 
| pound we found to be just 875 cents. We fixed 
© the rate at 6 cents, because we think that a 
specific duty, though apparently lower than a 
particular rate ad valorem, produces often more 
revenue and at the same time more protection, 
We assume that the larger proportion is intro- 
duced atthe lowerrates. Six cents per pound 
| was intended to be, an equivalent for the ad 
valorem duty of 45 percent. As I understand, 
the steel alone from which these springs are 
made is imported at a valuation of from 7 to 9 


cents. 5 
Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to answer the ques- 
tion which the gentleman from New York | Mr. 
Cox] asked me a moment ago. ‘The amend- 
| ment which he proposes, providing that. the 
duty-imposed shall not exceed 45 per cent. ad 
'| valorem, would let in all the evils incident to 
i the ad valorem system; it would afford the 
| same inducements to under vaiuation that pre- 
vail at present. 
~Mr..COX. -I move to amend by adding a 
proviso that the tax levied under this clause 
shall not- exceed 45 per cent. ad valorem. I 
have not the same prejudice that js entertained 
by the gentleman from Tennessee and the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
against the ad valorem system. ‘lhe advalarem 
ig a very convenient thing for the gentlemen 
when it helps to raise duties. - But wen I pro- 
pose an ad valorem restriction upon the duty 
on this class of steel, which gentlemen say is 
not raised; then they think that the ad valorem 
principle will afford room for fraud. ‘The tax 
will still remain 6 cents per pound, as gentle- 
men understand, by collecting specifically in 
one sense and by an ad valorem in another. If 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania is correct, 
that there is no enlargement of tax, he cannot 
object to my amendment. : I hoid in my-hdnd: 
i a statement which I wish to. have read. 
Mr. MAYNARD, The observation made 
“by. the gentleman from New York that an ad 
i valorem is a convenient system sometimes when 
you want to taise taxes implies a want of good 
faith and fairness on the part of those of us 
_who have presénted this proposition ; and I 
hope the gentleman will believe me when | say, 
go far a$ Í am concerned and so faras thé eom- 
mittee are coicerned, I believe we have recom- 
` mended specific duties in ‘every case where it 
‘ yas practicable. ‘There are some cages where 
the. difference in value is so great-thate specific 
“Whenever prac- 
Means have 


| duty would be inapplicable. 
ticable the Committee of Ways and 
l recommended specific duties. 
Y Mr, COX... Mr, Chairman, Į cast no per- 
_ gonak imputation upon any member of the com- 
mittes; put, the mizing of specife duties in 
this tariff with ad valorem duties is justly the 
| subject of complaint by those who aré to be 
' affected by it.. They say they are unable to 
- understtind, by reason of ‘this admixture, just 
| what duty is proposed to be levied. ` This tariff 
is full ad salorem whenever it suits the pur- 
poses of the’ protectionists, and when it suits 
thie purpéses the duties are made specific. 
. Now; Mr. Chairman, I am not prepared to say 
l thebe ‘is an ineredse over the 45 per eent. ad 
` valorem by this new specific tariff ; but I wish 
li to have read at the Clerk's desk a statement 
| gent to ma, as I suppose it has been to others, 
| givingithe facts from-which it is argued there 
| ig wh inereasee. 0er e 


1870. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Cost of one ton of steel delivered on wharf in New 
York, based on average price of one ton spring, 


a -. 
shoe, plow, eultivator, and hlister steel. 


wesssssea eesesseosescosesonnuesrssresa 


£15 18s. 11d. 


Cash discount of 2} per cent. 
allowed on arrival of steel in 


New York Te. lld. 


At 9} per cent, exchange... £15 Me. Od,=§$75 68 


ight average rate 25 shillings per ton, and 
i el of 5 per cent., £168. Sd. at 9! per 


nd cast spring steel, tire, toc-calk, sleigh- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3377 


| years has been 13 cents. Reduce this to the 
| corresponding gold value; then take off the 
i duty of 45 per cent. ad valorem, and it would 


bring the import price to somewhere about 7 | 


. cents per pound, on which the present duty 
i of 45 per cent. ad valorem would bea little less 
`- than 3} cents per pound. The motion of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] having 


} 


been withdrawn, I will move to strike out 6"? 
and insert ‘*33,”? 

Mr. COX. I did not propose to withdraw 
my motion for that purpose. I withdrew mine 
to allow the gentleman to move to strike out 


the paragraph. 
Mr. BURCHARD. Then I move to strike 
out the 


h. ; 
Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman from Ili- ` 


nois says he has heard of no frauds committed 
in these importations of steel. 
possible. If he had had the same opportuni- 


formation brought to him with regard to these 


That is very | 


country, and say, “ These protectionists will 
not agree with me that the duty on the article 
shall be kept below 1,000 per cent.’ They 
mean no such thing. They meanto calculate, 
as reasonable men, for themselves what will be 
a fair duty upon an article, and then that duty, 
whether it be an ad valorem or a specific duty, 
can take effect. What I mean to say is, that 


i all the calculations and information furnished 


by the gentlemen themselves who oppose this 
: provision show that 45 per cent. ad valorem 


amounts to more than the committee have put 
on these springs. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. There are two amend- 
ments already pending. The question is now 
on the amendment to the amendment moved 


I desire to 


| by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox. ] 
. ties some of the rest of us had of having in- ; 


Mr. BURCHARD. I understand that to 


. be withdrawn. 


. matters, he would have learned that this was `: 


, heard of frauds from the Committee of Ways ` 


_ Minois also prefers. 
© Bat the committee place the duty at 6 cents, 


CONE, OXCDANTE..........ccceeccecssesseeceecenesescsaceoes 6 39 
Insurance on £15 18s. 11d. valued at $5 50 gold 

to the pound atorling is #86. Rate of insur- 

ance average 1} per CeMt......cccccecccccccscssseeecas 97 
Duty on 1 ton or 2240 pounds at 2} cents per 

POUNG.......csccecrsrercoecereeseecteseetsecacsescecsecseess GO 40 
Castom-house expenses on entry, fees, and 

stamps, $5 75 currency, reduced to gold at 

120 per cent. premium is $4 79, on average 

amount of shipments at one time, say 15 

(ODS, 1S svaissinenscsncaccacascecesissssaessesevcdasscccece oubtes 32 

133 7 

Cost in England...........cccscccssrsessssersessessseensees 71 96 
Advance over cost in England per ton, gold. 61 80 

or 86 per cent. protection. 
Add proposed inerease, 1 cent per pound...... 22 40 
Advance over the cost in Eingland............... - $84 20: 


equal to 117 per cent. 
[Here the hammer fell.] 


Mr. BURCHARD. What is the amend- ` 


ment moved by the gentleman from New 


York? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is to add a proviso | 
that the duty shall not exceed 45 per cent. ad || 


out this paragraph. The statement made in 
the paper just read at the Clerk’s desk would 
give an average price of 7 cents per pound on 
this class of gee 

Mr. KELLEY. I wish the gentleman not to 
forget that that paper was not about steel 
springs. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I know that. 
it read, and know that it embraces other 
articles. My recollection is that the price 
given by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means is the currency price of steel 
springs. The manufacturers’ price of com- 
mon steel springs has been from 13 to 14 cents 
during the last two years, when gold has been 
ata premium of from 30 to 40 per cent. Iam 
told by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
TWICHELL, | whois well acquainted with the sub- 
ject of locomotive springs, that they have been 
bought at 13 cents currency some two years 
ago. I think 7 cents isa fair average of the 
import price for this class of steel springs. 
There ig higher priced quality, a class of which 
very little is imported. It is that made from 
the highest refined steel, and very little, if any, 
of this isimported in the form of springs under 
the present duty. 
imported. New, this carries up the rate from 
about 3 or 3} or 84 cents to 6 cents, which is 
altogether too high. It seems to me that under 
the present tariff of 45 per cent. ad valorem 
there would be a duty on each class of springs 
proportioned to its value, and no diffieulty 
would arise in collecting the revenue. I hear 
of no frauds charged, aad there is no difficulty 
in distinguishing this higher grade from the 
lower grade of steel. If in order, I desire to 
move to strike oat ‘' 6’'—— 

The CHAIRMAN, That motion is not in 
order now. E 

Mr. COX. I will withdraw my motion to 
allow the gentleman to make his, becanse it 
amoónats substantially to the same thing. 

here was no ebjection; and Mr. Cox’s 
Motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. BUBGHARD. The currency price of 

Ocomotive steel springs during the last few 


41st Cona. 2p Sess.—No. 212. 


I heard | 


& very 


prolific source of fraud and evasion. 
Mr. 


URCHARD. I meant that I had not 
and Means 
reason for converting this from an ad valorem 


to a specific duty, which the gentleman from 
So far we are agreed. 


while the gentleman from Illinois would make 


it 3 or 83 cents. 


I do not know that any are | 


New York [Mr. Cox] who has given us from 
this document which Í hold in my hand avery 


' Jearaed account of this matter, based. on the 
figures furnished to him of the cost of a ton of : 
_ the article, brought to the port of shipment, ;' 


valorem. lend Ý leulated i ith 
Nr. BURCHARD. I wish to movetostrike 122994 2t New York, calculated in gold, wit 


_ the chargesadded; and he says it only amounts 
, to within some 4 cents of $72 per ton in gold. 


But unfortunately for the gentleman his docu- | 
i; ment relates only to steel, not to these articles, 


but to the thing out of which these articles are 
: made. And I am perhaps giving him no very 
valuable information when I tell him that there 


i 


, tween a roll of leather and a pair of shoes. 


| You might as well rate shoes, saddles, har- | 
: Ress, and whatever else is made out of leather, _ 


the same as the leather itself, as abide by the 
rule which the gentleman would lay down for us. 
Well, take the price at $72, or rather at $76, 
on which basis [ have had a calculation made, 
and I find the duty, at 45 per cent. ad valorem, 
| would be about 18 cents per pound. It seems 
to me, therefore, that the committee, if they 
have erred at all, have perhaps erred in bring 
ing these steel springs too low, when they put 
them down at 6 cents per pound—even taking 
the gentleman’s own calculation and the in- 
formation on which he bases it. 

Mr..COX. Wiilthe gentleman, then, accept 
my amendment and put the duty at 45 per 
; cent. ad valorem? f 
Mr. SCHENCK. No; for I wall understand 
| what all such motions are intended for... You 
put a duty on an article amountisg to 25, 80, 
or 40 per cent., as the case may.be, and these 
gentlemen, in order to make a telling story to 
the contrary, move an amendment that the 
duty shall not exceed 75, 85, or 100, or some 
other per cent:, their object being that they 
may go to the country and say, ‘‘ Look at 
these protectionists; they vote down the limit- 
ations which we think it our.dety to propose.” 
| That is the game which the other gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,}] whois amem- 


been playing at all along. Bat it is so bald 
an experiment on the credulity of the people 
that. it can be easily understood. If I were to 
act in the same way as these gentlemen, I 


might move an amendment that the duty should 
not exceed 1,000 per cent.. That would be 
voted. down, and then I eould go out to the 


| ber of the Committee of Ways and Means, has | 


` Now, let me turn to the gentleman from ` 


is as much difference between a bar of steel | 
| and a steel locomotive spring as there is be- | 


ii 
at 


i: withdraw it. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman did not 
He made a proposition to with- 
draw it if the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


BurcuarD] would make a certain other prop- 


$ ` ogition, which he did not make. 
Mr, SCHENCK. These frauds supplied the | 


Mr. COX. I did withdraw it on the condi- 


: tion that the gentleman should renew it sub- 


stantially, by moving to strike outthe paragraph, 
which would leave the duty at 45 per cent., as 
I take it, on the statement of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp,] who differs 
from the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means on this subject. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not so 
understand. 

Mr. BURCHARD. AndI have moved to 
strike out the paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair understood 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] to 
say that he was not satisfied with the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Bur- 
CHARD, | and therefore would not withdraw his 


i amendment. 


Mr. COX. That was when he proposed 3} 
cents a pound. He then moved to strike out 


| the paragraph, and I accepted that. 


The CHAIRMAN. Then the question is on 
the amendment ofthe gentleman from Missouri, 
[Mr. ASPER, ] to reduce the duty to 3 cents per 


pound. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
make it 3} cents. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. ScuEnck] informs us that the duty pro- 
vided for in the paragraph as it stands is the 
same as in the existing law, 45 per cent. ad 
valorem, and that he only proposes to change 
an ad valorem to a specific duty. Now, either 
he is sadly misinformed in his calculations or I 
am. Iam informed on good authority that this 
duty of 6 cents a pound is an increase of 100 
per cent. ad valorem, and I am fortified by the 
statement made by the gentleman on the other 
side [Mr. Burcuarp} of the price of springs and 
the additional duty, which is nearly, according 
to the price. a double duty. But apart from 
all that consideration, I put it to the House if 
6 cents per pound on wagon springs of all sorts, 
and springs that enter into the consumption 
especially of the farmers of the country, isa 
protection, if it is not a bounty, if it does not 
enable the steel-spring manufacturers of this 
country to fix their own prices and their own 
rates independent of all competition from else- 
where, and ifit is not intended to be a bounty? 
The- gentleman from Ohio [Mr. ScHencxk] 
objects to the limitation proposed: by my col- 
league [ Mr. Cox] of 45 per cent. ad 
and says it is a trick and a game. i 
that species of argument is logical, I tell the 
gentleman from Qhio that this whole change 
trom ad valorem to specific is another trick 
and another game to throw dust into the eyes 
of the people. If his statement is correct and 
he is not misinformed in his calculations, why 
not stand upon the limitation of 46 per cent. 
ad valoremand be content with that limitation? 
Why eppose these. propositions day after day, 
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acme emma 


when we pro to affix limitations, and tell 
ua that it is a trick intended for the stump and ! 


for elsewhere? | invite the attention of the Committee of the || 
|| Whole to the fact that in 1867, when consid- |; 


Tell the honorable gentleman from Ohio, 
whether it is a game or not, that when we come 
before the people with these propositions and 
show them these springs and these articles of 
steel, and these specches are read before the 
people showing that we proposed to limit the 
tax to 45 per cent. ad valorem, the cry of 
‘game’ trom the gentleman trom Ohio wilt 
not be heeded by the people, but they will say 
to him, t Why did not you accept the proposi- 
tions of those who are opposed to you, and fight 
them with their own game?” 

Mr. COVODE. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Well, I will 
yield to Ahab, if L have time. (Laughter. } 

Mr. COVODE. I[ thought the gentleman was 
through. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Me. KELLEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Willthe gentleman yield 
to me for a moment to make a correction? 

Mr. KELLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, the cal- 
culation made here upon the spot and handed 
to me was wrong. The average upon the esti- 
mates, aa wa take them from the gentleman 
from New York and us we bave them ourselves, 
at $76 per ton upon the steel itself would 
amount to within a very small fraction of 33 
cents per pound. ‘The question now, however, 
is upon steel springs xs enhanced in value above 
the steel, and upon steel springs the ad valorem 
is 45 per cent. I am of opinion, therefore, 
that the committee did not make a mistake in 
supposing that 6 cents per pound was about 
equivalent to the present ad valorem duty of 
45 percent. Buti was undera misapprehen- 
sion iu the calculation to which | was speaking ; 
I thought it was shown by the gentieman’s own 
figures that we bad pro to reduce the 
duty far below the present rate. It was not 
our intention either to increase or to decrease 
the duty, but to hoid it at about the present 
rate, changing it from 
duty. But the calculation { made before was 
all wrong, based upon the figures Í then bad 
befure me, and would seem to show a very 
great redaction from the present rate of duty, 
whereas such is not the case. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman concedes that I 
was pretty near right. I hope he will help me 
in this matier. 

Mr. SCHENCK. No; the gentleman is right 
and is wrong; right on steel and wrong upon 
the articles enumerated in this paragraph. 
These articles are of greater value on account 
of the industry used in converting the steel into 
springs, and because of the high quality of the 
steel used, which is above the average quality 
of the steel to which the gentleman has re- 


ferred. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I will with- 
draw my smendment to the amendment. 

The question recarred u 
moved by Mr. AsPER, to 
from 6 cents to 3 cents per pound. 

Mr. ALLISON. Is an amendment to the 
amendment in order ? 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment to the 
amendment would be in order. ; 

Mr. ALLISON, Then I move toamend the . 
amendment so as to make the rate of duty 4 
cents per pound. I do not desire to debate | 
my amendment except to say that if the state- 
ment made here in reference to the cost of 
these sprin s is true, then adaty of 4 cents per 
pound is a little more than equivalent to the i 
present rate of duty. I think, therefore, that | 
a specific rate of duty of 4 cents per pound is | 
an ample duty upon these springs, especially | 
when the steel of which they are made pays a | 
duty of only 24 cents per pound, giving the | 
spring-maker a protection of 1} cents per pound 
upon bis manufactare. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say a few words 
in reply to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


ad valorem to a specific | 


n the amendment |, 
ace the rate of duty ` 


New York, (Mr. Brooxs.] And I desire to 


' ering this very article of manufacture, the Sen- 
ate adopted 8 cents per pound as the proper 
duty. When the bill came to the House— 
having the sanction of Special Commissioner 
Wells at that time in that respect—it was re- 
ported to the then Committee of Ways and 
Means, who reported it back to the House 
with the duty upon this article unchanged ; 
that is, with the duty upon these springs at 8 
cents per pound. At that time gold was rang- 
ing from 140 to 150, and the duty was of course 
proportionately enhanced. To-day gold is from 
114 to 115, and we talk of its being still lower 
ere long. ‘Iheretore, the duty has been re- 
duced some 25 per cent., with a prospect of a 
still greater reduction. 


In 1867 the Senate and the then Committee . 


of Ways and Means of the House believed that 
8 cents per pound would be a proper duty. 


The present Committee of Ways and Means— : 


getting the best light upon the subject that they 
could and inquiring iu every direction, as they 
did upon this and upon every other subject— 
believe that 8 cents per pound would be too 
high a duty, and that 6 cents per pound would 
be such an equivalent for the present duty of 
45 per cent. valorem as would enable us 
both to import aud to manufacture this article ; 
as would give a chance for the development 
of our resources and the maintenance of our 
industry, and yet not close our markets against 
importations of this article. The gentleman 
from New York { Mr. Brooks] proposes to go 
before the country adding steel springs to the 
present contents of his peddler’s wagon of 


hammers, hoes, saws, &c. Sir, there is another | 


: aspect of going before the country, other issues 


i| rather than those of hoes and spades, the price : 
: of which, by the way, I had the privilege not 


long ago of showing has been so reduced under 
the present rates of duty that we oan sell them 
' in the markets of England. 
Sir, the crop is now in the ground in the 
| western and northwestern States which, if there 
‘| be no widespread failure on either side of the 
‘| Atlantic, will remain in the hands of the farmer 
i without a market at any price. 
With the eompletion of Earopean railways 
from the great grain fields of Hungary and 
. the shores of the Baltic, which are already, 
as the gentleman from Iowa suggests, compet- 
ing with ua—with the completion of those roads 
a good crop in any year on each side of the 
Atlantic dooms the producer of grain in our 
_ northwestern States to be for that year without 
, a market at any price. Gentlemen think they 
', want transportation. If they do they want good 
'. springs for their railroad cars. But tbere will 
' be no advantage in cheap transportation for 
, that which finds no market anywhere. What 
'! is needed is a fair average market the world 
over. As I predicted two years ago, if there 
be not a wide diversification of our industries, 
manufacturing and planting, the Northwest will 
frequently raise a crop for which there will be 
no market.. We approach that time. Noth- 
ing bat general drought or excess of rain or 
| widespread war will then give to the farmers 


raising their grain; and this is a matter quite 
apari from the question of transportation. 
h 


consumption per head is limited; and the 
amount of seed sown the world over is in 
excess of the demand. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] ; 

The question being taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. ALLISON to the amendment of 
Mr. Asrer, there were—ayes 36, noes 54; no 
quorum voting. , 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. ALLISON and 
Mr. ASPER were appointed. 

The committee divided ; and the tellers re? 
ported—ayes 54, noes 64. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 
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BurcHaRD] as well as the gentleman from | ; 
In 


May ll, 


Mr. ALLISON. Imovetoamend by insert 
“5. Tibink we ought to make a tor 
reduction if we can. e 
The amendment of Mr. ALLISON wa 
agreed to; there being—ayes seventy ioe: 
not counted. , s 
The amendment of Mr. ASPER, as amended 
was agreed to. ; 


Mr. SCHENCK. This paragraph, as the 
phraseology has been amended, reads new 
“On steel carriage, car, locomotive, and other 
springs, 5 cents per pound.’’ It has been sug. 
gested that the paragraph would be clearer if 
amended to read, ‘! On carriage, car, locomo.- 
tive, and other springs of steel,’ &e. ask 
unanimous consent that this modification be 


made. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I do not 
object to the modification ; but I hope that the 
whole paragraph when amended will be strack 


out. 
| The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objec. 
tion, the modification suggested bythe gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] will be made, 

There was no objection. 

The question then recurred on the motion 
of Mr. BURCHARD, to strike out the paragraph 
as amended. 

The question was taken; and there were— 
ayes 31, noes 64; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. BURCHARD 
and Mr. DonuEy were appointed. 

The committee divided ; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 47, noes 71. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move to amend by in- 

serting the following as a new paragraph : 
On crinoline, corset, and hat steel, commercially 
nown as wire, whether covered with cotton or other 
textile material, or not covered, 9 cents per pound, 
and 10 per cent. ad valorem, 

It will be observed that this amendment pro- 
poses an increase of duty upon a particular 
article, and one in which my friend from New 
| York, [Mr. Cox,] who is now smiling and 
. bowing at me, takes especial interest; and I 

hope he will repeat that beautiful little speech 
_ of his upon crinoline and corsets which I see 
| going the rounds of the press. 
| tis due to the committee to state the in 
, formation we had in regard to this particular 
| kind of steel—steel wire, if it may be called 
‘go. I wish I had here the sample we had in 
| our committee-room, which looked like an 
; elongated watch spring. However, the famil- 
iarity of my friend from New York with the 
article willenable him todescribe it more par- 
ticularly. We find that this crinoline or cor- 
set steel, or hat wire, is first bought in coils of 
about one fourth of an inch in diameter, It 
is reduced while cold to round wire. This is 
done by drawing it repeatedly through plates. 
It is annealed and cleaned between the differ- 
ent processes, and is made into very fine sizes 
of wire. After that the round wire is flattened, 
s0-as to be made exceedingly thin, quite below 


-< what is usually the highest number of wire 


‘of the West a market that will pay them for . 


ere are but so many people to be fed ; the | 


gauge, 23 or 24. This is run down to a thin- 
ness of from 27 to 32 wire gauge. It is done 
by passing it between steel rollers. This fiat- 
' tened wire is then hardened by heating it in a 
bath of melted lead. After being taken out 
: of the melted lead it undergoes another bath- 


_ ing process, being put into a bath of oil. The 


hardened steel wire is tempered by passing 


i. through another bath of lead lower in temper- 
,, ature than the first lead bath, This last opera- 


ps 
|| The hour of half past four o'clock p: 


' tion leaves the flattened crinoline, corset, or 


` hat steel wire, tough and elastic-like a watch 


i, Spring. It answers exactly the purpose of 


i what I see in the papers are advertised a8 

‘Scommanion hoops,” allowing persons to 

kneel without at all hurting the hoops. i 
m, Bav- 


| ing arrived, the Committee of the hole on 
the state of the Union, pursuant to order of 
the House, took a recess until half past seven 
| o'clock. ce 


1870. 


EVENING SESSION. an 
At half past seven o'clock p. m. the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
resumed its session, (Mr. WHEELER in the 
chair,) and proceeded with the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing 
Jaws relating to the duty on imports, and for 
other purposes. . 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Clerk will report 
the pending amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Pago 19, after line four hundred and fifty, insert the 
following as an additional paragraph: i 
Or crinoline, corset, and hat steel, commercially 
known as wire, whether covered with cotton or other 
textile material, or not covered, 
and 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
Mr. KELLEY. I move the roll be called. 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee has no 
power to call the roll unless in a certain con- 
tingency. . 
Mr. STILES. I move that the committee 
rise. 
The committee divided ; and there were— 
ayes 8, noes 22. i 
So the committee refused to rise. 
The pending amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. KELLEY. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means to move the follow- 


ing additional paragraph to come in at the end | 


of the one just adopted: 

On sword blades, 35 per cent. ad valorem, on swords, 
45 percent. ad valorem. 

That isto correct an obvious error in the 
existing tariff which imposes 45 per cent. ad 
valorem on blades, and 35 per cent. on swords. 


per cent. 
per cent. ad valorem on swords. 


Mr. COX. Who makes these swords? What r 


are they for? [Laughter.] Is ita Philadel- l be suspended, 


phia manufacto 


adelphia sword-blade manufactory. 

Mr. STEVENSON. It is to protect the 
Toledo Blade, Nasby’s paper. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. It is to correct a palpable 
error in the existing tariff. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 86, noes 4; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Brooxs of New 
York, and Mr. Miriann: 


The committee again divided ; and the tellers ; 


reported—ayes 36, noes4; no quorum voting. 


The CHAIRMAN. The committee finding || 


itself without a quorum, it is the duty of the 
Chair to cause the roll to be called, in order 
that the names of the absentees may be re- 
ported ta the House. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll; and the 
following members failed to answer to their 
names: 

Messrs. Adams, Archer, Arnell, Axtell, Ayer, Bai- 
ley, Banks, Barnum, Barry, Benjamin, Benton, 
Biggs, Bingham, Botes, Booker, Bowen, Boyd, Buck, 
Barr, Benjamin F, Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Wil- 
liam T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, Amasa 


Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Conner, Covode, Crebs, 


Cullom, Davie, Dawes, Degener, Dickey, Dixon, 
Dockery, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Fisher, Fitch, Fox, 
Giltillan, Griswold, Haight, Haideman, Hambleton, 

amill, Hamilton, Hawkins, Hays, Heaton, Hill, 
Hoge, Holman, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Johnson, Alex- 
ander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Julian, 
Keliogg, Kelsey, Kerr, Kuapp, Laflin, Lash, Law- 
rence, Lewis, Logan, Lougbridge, Lynch, Marshall, 
McCormick, McGrew, McKee, McKenzie, McNeely, 
Mercur, Milnes, Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, Morphis, 
Samuel P. Morrill, Mungen, Negicy, Orth, Palmer, 
Perce. Phelps, Platt, Porter, Potter, Prosser, Ran- 
dall, Reeves, Rice, Ridgway. Rogers, Roots, San- 
ford, Schumaker, Scofield. Porter Sheldon, Shober, 
Slocum, Joseph $. Smith, William J. Smith, Worth- 
ington C. Smith, Stone, Stoughton, Strader, Strong, 
Swann, Sweeney, Tanner, Taylor, Trimble, Van 
Horn, Van Wyck, Voorhees. Ward, William B. 
Washburn, Whitmore, Wilkinson, Winans, Win- 
chester, Witcher, Wood, and Woodward. 


The committee then rose, and Mr. Cessna 
having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 
Mr. Wage.er reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union having, 


according to order, had under consideration & 


` 


9 cents per pound . 


` unable to decide w 


| 


ff i The motion was not agreed to. 
This amendment reverses them, and puts 35 || 


valorem on sword blades and 45 | proceedings under the call be dispensed with. 


relating to the duty on imports, and for other 
pospone and finding itself without a quorum, 
had caused the roll to be called, and directed 
him to report the names of the absentees to 
the House to be entered upon the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. From the roll 
of absentees reported by the Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole it appears that there 
ig no quorum present. . 

Mr. MAYNARD. I observe that quite a 
number of gentlemen came in during the call 
of the roll. There must be more than a quo- 
rum now present. 

Mr. LYNCH. 
the absentees? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Only two 
motions are in order; that the House adjourn, 
or that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move that there be a 
call of the House; and on that I call for a 
division. _ 

The question was put on ordering a call of 


the H 
The Chair is 


Would it be in order to call 


e House. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
The Chair appoints as tellers the gentleman 
from Tennessee, Mr. Maynarpb, and the gen- 
tleman from California, Mr. SARGENT. 

The House divided ; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 62, noes 55. : 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

Mr. STILES. I move that the House do 


now adjourn. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move that all further 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I now move that the rules | 
and the House resolve itself into | 


Mr. RELLEY. F I do not know of any Phil- ‘Committee of the Whole upon the special 


order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Wueexer in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special order, 


ing laws rélating to the duty on imports, and 


i for other pat peter 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report 
the pending amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


On page 19, at the end of the amendment adopted, 
on line four hundred and fifty, insert the following: 

Onsword blades, 35 per cent. ad valorem ; on swords, 
45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. KELLEY. I ask the consent of the 
committee, so many members having come in 
since the amendment was moved, again to 
explain why it is submitted by the Committee 
of Ways and Means. In the existing tariff the 
duty on sword blades, which are the raw ma- 
terial, is 45 per cent., and that on swords is35 
percent. This is an obvious mistake, being a 
discrimination against the manufacturer of the 
article in this country by 10 per cent. The 
committee, therefore, propose to rectify it by 
simply reversing the rates, so that the duty on 


| sword blades shall be 35 per eent. and on 
; swords 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


The CHAIRMAN. A division had been 
ordered on the pending amendment, and the 
Chair had appointed as tellers the gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania, Mr. CESSNA, and the gen- 
| tleman from New York, Mr. Brooxs. The 
tellers will please resume their places. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported—ayes 87, noes 28. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


On all manufacturesof platinum, except vases and 
retorts for chemical uses, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I desire to 
ask the chairman of the committee what is the 


necessity of this paragraph ? ie 
Mr. SCHENC The explanation is very 


at has been the result of. 


i the division by sound, and will appoint tellers. 
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bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing laws | 


|! a year ago, 


| in view of the co 


1 


| 
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simple. It is proposed to put all manufactures 
of platinum at a duty of 20 per cent., which is 
a decrease of the existing tariff by 20 per cent.; 
but vases and retorts for chemical uses are 
excepted, because they are on the free list, 
there being no manufacture of them in this 
country. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
the free list now. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


On brass in plates, ingots, and bars, 5 cents per 


They are on 


ound. 
S On brass, old and fit only to be remanufactured, 4 
cents per pound. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move to 
strike out the word ‘“‘and’’ after the word 
told,” in line four hundred and fifty-four, and 
to substitute the word ‘‘or.’? My object in 
moving this is to allow the admission of brass 
in scraps on the same footing as old brass, 
although they may not be old. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Iwill state to the gentle- 
man that in using the word “and” we have 
followed the language of the present law. If 
you say ‘‘ brass, old or fit only to be manu- 
factured,’’ we do not know what articles might 
not be brought in under that description which 
ought to be charged a higher rate of duty. If 
the sanguses were changed brass in very val- 
uable shapes might be brought in under this 


heading. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I would suggest that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts would bring in ingots and bars, because 
these are only fit to be remanufactured. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. No; these 
are fit to be manufactured; but it cannot be 
said that they are only fit to be remanufactured, 
as might be said of brazen images. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Further, if the language 
were used, ‘‘old or fit only to be remanufac- 


| tured,’’ then all old brass would come in at 4 


cents, whereas, according to the bill, the article 
admitted at that rate must be both old and fit 
only to be remanufactured. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. As the 
gentleman from Connecticut, where they are 
full of brass, tells me that this will make no 


r c ‘ trouble, I withdraw the amendment. . 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist- |: 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 


| amend by reducing the rate to 2 cents per 


pound. I desire to call the attention of the 
committee to the fact that the duty now on 


| brass, old and fit only to be remanufactured, is 


only 15 per cent. ad valorem, This is a prop- 
osition to make it 4 cents per pound. The 
Committee of Ways and Means last year, as I 
see by a memorandum which I have before me, 
proposed on this article a rate of only 3 cents 
per pound. That was all that was asked at 
that time; but the proposition is now to make 
the rate 4 cents per pound. That isa rise from 
the 15 per cent. ad valorem of at least 100 per 
cent. on this old brass. ne, 

Mr. KELLOGG. I would suggest that this 
bill may have been drawn in thie way for the 
purpose of making brass, which is a manufac- 
tured article, pay at least as high a duty as 
copper itself. Gentlemen will remember that 
during the last Congress, a tariff 
was put upon copper in which the duty on 
copper in ingots, pigs, and bars was placed 
at 5 cents a pound, and the duty upon copper, 


old and fit only to be remanufactured, was 


placed at 4 cents a pound. Now, brass being 
one step further along in the process of man- 
ufacture certainly ought to pay as high a duty 
as the copper itself; and I presume that it was 
er tariff adopted, not at 
the request of the Hast, but at the request, I 
believe, of western men a year agọ, that the 
tariff on brass isnow made to conform to the 
tariff on copper, copper being & chief compo- 
nent part of brass. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move now 
to make it 3 cents in lieu of 4 cents a pound, 
and I hope that will prevail. The gentleman 
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from Counecticut [Mr. KELLOGG] says that 
beeause we have imposed a high duty on cop- 
per we should now also do it on brass. Ire- 
peat again thus one wrong leads to another, 
thus one imposition upon the country forces 
another imposition, thus one outrage upon the 
consumer compels another outrage upon the 
consumer. . I trust that before we get through 
this bill we will reduce the duty on copper, and 
that we shall have the help of all the copper 


men in the House to reduce the duties, be- | 
©- Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 


cause they have seen by practical experience 


| 


| 
fi 


i 
|i 
| 
il 
iF 


that they have destroyed some of the copper = 


manufactures of the country, the melting and 
mixing of copper, and have in point ot fact 


thus reduced the price and value of the copper © 


itself. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
man if he assumes to speak for the copper 
interest? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I am speak- 
ing of the brass interest just now. It is the 
brass interest which demands this enormous 
duty of 4 cents a pound, an interest of which 
the gentleman from Tennessee is a very hon- 
orable representative upon the floor of this 


House. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I represent somewhat 
the copper interest, and I thought that if. the 
gentleman from New York also represented it 


his views were somewhat different from mine. 


I would ask the gentle- | 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I represent — 


here only the interests of the consamer. This 
duty upon brass is a brazen. demand which I 
hope the House will not accede to. - 


Mr. KELLOGG. Mr. Chairman, I do not ' 
propose to discuss this question at any length |: 


in reply to the gentleman from New York, but 
I will simply say that this duty upon old brags 
is made precisely in accordance with the tariff 
upon copper. Ifthe gentleman will examine 
the tariff upon copper of February, 1869, he 
will find that copper is putin at the same duty 
precisely that brass is here. Now, although I 
might agree with the gentleman from New 
York as to the injustice of that copper tariff 
upon certain manufactures, yet if he speaks 
for the consumer he must know that there has 
not been a day for five years when copper was 
as cheap n it has been since that tariff was 
passed. Copper and brass both are cheaper 
to-day and cost less to the consumer by several 
cents a pound than they did prior to the pas- 
sapè of the tariff of 1869. It may have beggared 
one or two manufacturers; it may have ruined 
one in Baltimoré, and perhaps one in Massa- 
chusetts, for aught I know. But so far as the 
country at large is concerned, so far as the 
interests of all the consumers are concerned, 
the tariff on copper passed a year ago has 
made copper lower by several cents a pound, 
as every one familiar with the subject knows, 
than it had been for five years, or perhaps for 
ten years. So far as the interests of the con- 
summers are caficerned they have no right: to 
‘complain of the tariff of last year on copper. 
Mr. BURCHARD: I would ask the gen- 
tleman if we dre niota copper-exporting rather 
than an importing country? 
_ {Here the hammer fell] - í 
`The question was taken on the amendment, 
and it was rejected—ayes thirty-three, noes 
not counted. | 
The Clerk read as follows: 
On brass in'sheots or wire, 45 per cent. ad valorem. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Thatisa rise 
of 10 per cent. ad. valorem on brass in sheets 
or wire. It is now 35 per cent., and here it is 
putat 45 per cent. I move to reduce it to the 
old duty of 35 per cent. ad valorem. 
Mr. KELLEY. I think the gentleman is 
mistaken. The duty here proposed is the 
same as under the existing tariff. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Why, then, 
put it in this bill? on 
Mr. KELLEY: - The duty is the same as 
-ander the existing-law, but. there may be some 
‘modification of the pAtdseology. — © >> 


i! bill, while the 


| ment moved by Mr. Brooks, O 
'! strike out ‘445 per cent. 


| ander the old tariff upon brass. 
tee of Ways and Means thought it would be | 


Mr. SCHENCK: Brass is now subject to a 
duty of 45 per cent. ad valorem when in the 
shape of plates, sheets, or wire. A specific 
duty has been put upon brass in plates by this 
ad valorem duty is left. upon 


brass in sheets or wire, thus changing the 


| phraseology of the existing tariff. 


n theamend- 
New York, to 
” and insert ‘485 per 
cent. ;’’ and it was not agreed to. 


The question was then taken u 


I move to 
strike out this paragraph in order to recite the 
provisions of the existing tariff upon this article.. 


“Brass, manufactures of, not otherwise enumer- 
ated, 35 per cent. ad valorem. : 

“ Brass, in plates or sheets, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 
` “Brass, in bars or pigs, t5 per cent. ad valorem, 

“ Brass, old, only fit to be remanufactured, 15 per 
cent. ad valorem. . : 

“Brass, rolled, battery, or wire, 35 per cent. ad 


i| valorem. 


and all manufactares of, of which 


“* Brass, as above, y 
45 per cent. 


copper is a component of chief value, 
ad, valorem.” 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. It says 
‘brags, as aboye.” 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Yes, I know 
that. The rate proposed in the bill under 
consideration is a generel rise in the duty on 
the principal-articles of brass. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Copper being a component 
of chief value. ~ : 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Brass in 
sheets or wire is 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I think the gentleman 
should know more about brass than that, and 
would understand that copper isa component 


of chief value, and.therefore affected by what | 


is called ‘‘the copper-tariff bill.” Thegentle- 
man is reading from Ogden’s Compilation of 
the Tariff, in the later editions of w ich he will 
find the copper-tariff bill. 

Mr. KE 
1869, the duty on all these articles was raised 
to 45 per cent., copper being a component of 
chief-value. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York.. Ogden has it 
here, and I am sure he is right: ‘brass, in 
sheets, 85 per cent. ad valorem.” ' 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. It also 
says ‘brass, as above, and all manufactures 
of,” &c., 45 percent. ad valorem. 
~ Mr. BROOKS, of New York. What differ- 
ence does that make? ` 

Mr. KELLEY. The object of making this 
alteration is to secure uniformity. Brass comes 
in now at some ports as 4 product of copper 
at 45 per cent., while at other small custom- 
houses on the frontier brass is still admitted 
under the old brass duty of 85 per cent. ad 
valorem. In thatway some merchants are pay- 
‘ing 46 percent., while others are paying 35 per 
cent. upon the same-article of brass; the one 
under the act of February 24, 1869, where it 
is enumerated as a manufacture of which cop- 
per is n component of: chief value ; the other 
The Commit- 


better to give the article of brass its express 
place at the existing rate, so that nobody should 
be misled by Ogden’s or Heyl’s Compilation of 
the Tariff, and so that the letter of the tariff 
shall show what the meaning of the law is in 


that respect. This is to clear away an embar- | 


rassment in the present law. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
it at 35 per cent.? — - 

Mr. KELLEY. Because the present rate is 
45 per cent. More than one half of the zine 
works of the country having stopped, we see 
no reason for reducing the duty on the chief 
products of zine, which brass or spelter is. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York.. [ have heard 
that ery for forty years. Ba pastas 

Mr. KELLEY. Well, it is trae. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. - If they can- 
not live on 85 per cent. protection they ought 
to die, and everybody concerned with them». 
“The question was then taken on the motion 


Why uot put 


EY. By theact of February 24, | 
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of Mr. Brooxs, of New York, to strike ont the 
paragraph ; and upon a division there were— 
ayes thirty-seven, noes not counted. 
So the motion to strike out was not agreed to 
No farther amendment being offered, the 
next paragraph was read, as follows: 


On castings of brass or bronze, and on all manu- 


factures or articles of brass or bronze, or of which 
brass or bronze shall bea component material of 
chief value, not otherwise provided for, 45 per cent 
ad valorem. Š 

Mr. COX. I moveto amend this paragraph 
by striking out $645? and inserting ‘‘ 35,” and 
by adding, ‘‘on castings and articles made 
entirely of zinc 35 per cent. ad valorem.” | 
make this motion for the purpose of calling 
the attention of the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to the fact that 


| there are, according to my information, a num- 


ber of castings which are made entirely of zine. 
Now, bronze, as I understand, is an alloy of 
copper with ten or twenty per cent. of tin or 
other metals, generally zinc. This is the com- 
position of bronze according to the dictionary 
which I have here. ‘The clause now under 
consideration proposes a duty of 45 per cent. 
ad valorem on castings of brass or bronze. I 
have in my hand a letter from John Wilson & 
Sons, dealers in ornamental bronzes in New 
York city. They say: 

“We import what we know technically as ‘real 


bronze’ and ‘imitation bronze,’ statucttes, groups, 
&c., for mantel sets. The former is made of brass, 
and is worth on an average, other things, sueh as 
the amount of labor on them, é&c., being equal, fally 
four times as muchas ‘imitation bronze.’ The lat- 
ter is made entirely of zinc, and of course sells to a 
far greater extent than the former. Provious to the 
passage of the late bill increasing the tariff on cop- 
per and brass from 35 to 45 per cent., our bronzes all 
paid 35 percent. Since that act the officials here 
not only claim 45 per cent. on real bronze, but also 
on the imitation bronzes, which are all sine.” 


The purpose of these gentlemen in writing 
to me is not to have the tariff reduced or in- 
creased in respect to these articles, but to have 
the duty on each so specifically stated that the 
dealers and the custom-house officers may be 
relieved from all difficulty. Hence I have pro- 
posed to reduce the duty provided in this para- 
graph to 85 per cent. ad valorem, and to make 
a distinet charge of 85 per cent. on castings 
and articles made éntirely of zinc. I hope that 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Schenck] will 
assist me in having this matter made clear, 80 
that there shall be no trouble at the custom- 
house and no doubt among importers aa to the 
duties which they ought to pay. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It seems to me the gen- 
tleman answers his ownobjection. He is fearful 
that under the general law of 1869—which is 
called the ‘‘copper law,” and which places a 


tariff of 45 per cent. ad valorem-upon all arti; - 


cles of which copper is a component part of 
chief value—articles not made of brass or 
bronze, but imitations of those metals, may be 
required to pay aduty of 45percent. Now, sir, 
so far as brassis concerned, I am sure my frien 
from New York knows too much about the real 
article to be ever mistaken in regard to an 
imitation. If the articles to which he refers 
are only imitations of brass or bronze, there 
js: no danger of their being included in this 
description. If they be really composed of 
brass or bronze, a composition of which cop- 
per is a component part of chief value, they 
will pay the duty of 45 per cent. 

The object of proposing the bill in this shape 


i! has been explained by the. gentleman from 


Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY, ] my colleague on 
the Committee of Ways and Means. At this 
time there are continual squabbles and doubts 
arising as to articles of brass and articles of 
bronze, whether they ought or ought not to 
come in at a daty of 45. per cent. under the 
provision imposing that rate of duty upon arti- 
acles.of which copper is a component part o 
chief value.: Our design is to clear away all 
doubt of this kind. ‘The provision surely can’ 
not affect articles which are only imitations, 


which are composed of entirely different metal, 


4 
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zinc forinstance, Animitation of bronze made | 
wholly or principally of zinc is not brass or | 
bronze. This description does not go beyond i 
the extent to which we have desired to go; that | 
is, to include articles of which copper is a com- 
ponent part of chief value. 

Mr. COX. I wish to ask the gentleman 
whether there is any provision tora duty on 
any article composed entirely of zinc? That - 
is what these gentlemen are interestedin. The , 
imitation which they describe is composed sim- | 
ply of zinc. : 
Mr. SCHENCK. It will come under the - 
general provision in regard to manufactured 
articles. 

Mr. COX. What is the duty? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Twenty percent., I think, 
if the article is not described. 

Mr. COX. The difficulty under which these 
gentlemen labor arises from the uncertainty of 
the present tariff rather than the amount of 


the duty. - 

Mr. SCHENCK. There is a general pro- ` 
vision in reference to mixed metals, that on 
albata, or white metal, argentine, German sil- 
ver, and the like mixed metals, the duty shall 
be 40 per cent. ad valorem, and on manufac- 
tures or articles of nickel, albata, or white 
metal, argentine, German silver, and the like | 
metals, the duty shall be 45 per cent. ad valo- 
rem. If it does not come in under either of 
those, and is not specifically mentioned, it will - 
then come in under unenumerated articles at ` 
20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. COX. There iano definiteness about the 
aw. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It is a question whether 
brass and bronze, or an imitation of brassand | 
bronze, are the same thing. 

Mr. COX. No, sir; if the gentleman will 
look he will see that the paragraph refers to 
castings of brass or bronze, and on all manu- . 
factures of brass or bronze, or of which brass © 
or bronze shall be a component material of 
chief value. Brass is not zinc, and bronze is 
not zinc, and the articles to which I have 
alluded are made entirely of zinc. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman from New 
York is aware that in making brass or bronze 
only one fourth or one fifth part is composed 
of copper. All we have done is to provide |; 
here for articles of brass or bronze, or of which ` 
brass or bronze shall be a component material 
of chief value. If there be imitations of these 
articles composed entirely of zine, they would | 
not, of course, come within that description. | 

Mr. Cox’s amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire | 
to call the attention of the committee to this | 
daty of 45 per cent. ad valorem on castings of | 
brass or bronze, and on all manufactures or | 
articles of brass or bronze, or of which brass | 
or bronze shall be a component material of || 
chief value, not otherwise provided for, and || 
to move, instead of 45 per cent. ad valorem, to ` 
make it 10 cents per pound, which is a little | 
more than 45 percent. ad valorem. Thereason ' 
for that amendment is this: brass or bronze, | 
or articles of which brass or bronze is a com- | 
ponent material of chief value, are here dealt | 
with ; but on what are known as bronzes the | 
Material is not the chief value, but the exe- | 
cation of the work. The carving, the sculp- 
ture, the design is the component part of chief 
value. Ten pounds of brass or bronze, worth 
$2, may be wrought into a form which is worth | 
a great deal more. They may be wrought into | 
a form for which there is no need of protection | 
in this country, because our labor does not go | 
in that direction. ~ 

A bronze statuette, the value of which as 
brass or bronze may be only $2 or $3, asa | 
work of art may be worth $30 or $40, liable 
under this paragraph to pay a duty of some 

15. Therefore, as a duty on brass or bronze 
I ask this committee to consider whether it 
should be so much per pound when the chief | 
value is not the material of which the bronzes 


i 
i 
H 


. cent. ad valorem will be excessive. 
_ that is the objection. 
: have thought this: that where works that de- | 


are composed, but the work put upon them? | 
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My proposition is that you ought not to tax 
works of art as works of art. In the olden 
time I know, when works of art came in free, 
certain cunning importers brought in pig lead 


: cast into busts of Washington, Franklin, or 


La Fayette. In that way they obtained their pig 


` lead free of duty. Ido not wish that tobe done | 


here; but I wish to ask the gentlemen of the ' 


committee whether we shall tax works of art 
as works of art. As the paragraph now stands 
these bronzes will be taxed as works of art, 


groans to their value, and I propose that 


e duty shall be imposed at 10 cents per pound 
instead of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetis makes an objection, which seems to 
be this, if I understand him: that while a duty 
of 45 per cent. ad valorem—the present duty, 
and the paragraph only makes a change of 
language to make the matter more clear; 


‘ that while the duty of 45 per cent. ad valorem 


will answer well enough for the ordinary 


domestic articles of brass or bronze, when it | 


comes to works of art, the chief value of which 
is the design or execution, a duty of 45 per 


rive their chief value from the design, or execu- 
tion, or artistic ability displayed on them were 


as the useful articles composed of the same 
materials, with certain exceptions. Those 


exceptions gentlemen will find set forth on | 
: pages 47 and 48. It is there provided that the | 
` following articles shall come in free : 


I think l’ 
Now, the committee | 


‘imported, they ranked among articles of luz- — 
ury, and ought to pay as high a duty ad valorem | 


country, therefore, will fail to get revenue from 
these articles. I would not object to a rate of 
45 per cent. if it could be collected; but if you 
put that duty on these articles of luxury I am 
afraid that you will cut off the importation so 
largely that you will cut off the revenue. 

Mr. SCHENCK. My reply to the remarks 
just made by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts is very simple. This 45 per cent. ad 
_ valorem is the present duty, and if the gentle- 

man will but look at the importations of these 
articles of luxury from abroad, and particu- 
' larly from France, he will find that the quantity 
` brought in now is alarmingly great rather than 
' a matter to be deplored because it is too small. 
Those who are disposed to indulge in Inxurious 
appointments and ornaments of this kind for 
‘ their houses will not be deterred from obtain- 

ing them because of the 45 per cent. ad valorem 

charged upon them in the shape of duty. As 

they are articles purely of luxury, bought by 

the wealthy classes of our people, they will 

indulge in those luxuries whatever they cost, 
` and are doing so now to an enormous extent, 
‘far exceeding what one might naturally sup- 
pose would be the importations of this kind. 
This is the case notwithstanding this 45 per 
cent. ad valorem, which is the present duty, 
and which is all that we now propose. And so 
far as importations from France are concerned, 
‘of this or any other material, till the French 
Government learns to be a little more liberal 


‘| in the matter of postal arrangements, I do not 


Paintings, statuary, fountains, and other works ' 


- of art, the production of American artists residing 


abroad: Provided, That the fact of such production 
be verified by the certificate of any consul or minis- 


ter of the United States indorsed upon the written | 


declaration of the artist. 

This exception is made for the encourage- 
ment of our own people. The next provision 
is that— 

Paintings, statuary, fountains, and other works of 


' art, imported expressly for presentation to national 
institutions, or to any State, or to any municipal |: 


corporation— l 
shall come in free. Then follows the ptovis- 


‘ ion that— 


Philosophical and scientific apparatus, instruments, 
and preparations, statuary, casts of marble, bronze, 
alabaster, or plaster of Paris, paintings, drawings, 


aad etchings, specially imported, ia good faith, for | 


the pse of any socicty or institution incorporated or 


purposes, or encouragement of 
intended for sale— 

shall come in free. That is, we have put 
upon the free list, in order to encourage Amer- 
ican ‘artiste residing abroad, and in order to 
encourage the bringing in of works of art, &., 
for educational, philosophical, and other pub- 
lie institutions, these articles if imported with 
a view to the promotion of the arts and sci- 
ences and not intended for sale. 
when it comes to be an importation for private 


individuals, or to be sold afterward, of these | 


articles of. luxury, we provide that they shall 


pay an ad valorem duty according to their | 


value. ‘That was the design of the committee. 


We supposed that these articles, being articles | 
almost purely of luxury and of high value, ; 
because of their design and execution, the peo- ; 
i self. Some of the articles are 35 per cent. 


ple who imported them could afford to pay for 
them in proportion tg their value, and that the 
exception should only be in favor of that part 
of the importation in which the public had an 
interest. i 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 
to amend by striking out the last word, in order 
to make a remark on what has just been stated 


by the chairman of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means. I can understand the gentleman’s | ; en de D 
i| ern coast the only tin: mines in 


proposition when he desires to put a tax on 
works of art and luxury. But my proposition 


is that a duty of 45 per cent. ad valorem on | 


articles of this class will amount substantially 
toa prohibitory duty. The rate will be so high 
that the importation will not be made, and the 


established for philosophical, scientific, or literary | 
the fine arts, and not | 


But then, | 


| 


Hi The 


l! care if we do on these articles of luxury, im- 


pore’ in so large quantities principally from 
aris and the country surrounding Paris, put 


. ona duty which will even in some degree limit 


the quantity brought here. The duty, how- 
' ever, does not seem to have that effect. And 
| all that we here propose is that those who 
indulge in such luxuries should pay for them. 
i Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I with- 
| draw my amendment. 
lerk read as follows: 


on eyelets of every description, 6 cents per thon- 
sand. 


‘| On pewter, Britannia, and all like mixed metals 


of lead or tin, manufactured, 3 cents per pound. 


i Mr, AXTELL. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out ‘‘3’’ and inserting ‘‘2.’’ I desire to 
| call the attention of the committee to the fact 
that while the duty on these articles of pewter 


‘and Britannia, which are principally com- 


posed of tin, is raised from 2 to 8 cents, tin, 


| which now pays a duty of 15 per cent., is put 


on the free list. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ifthe gentleman will yield 
to me for amoment I will correct him. They 
now pay 2.cents per pound and 35 per cent. 
ad valorem. Three cents is about equivalent 
to that, doing away with the ad valorem. 

Mr. AXTELL. I stand corrected on that 
point. I-did not find in the work I have been 
consulting the 85 per cent.; I saw only the 2 
cents. But I call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the fact that while block tin and tin 
| in pigs are placed upon the free list, the articles 
manufactured from tin are kept, as a distin- 
guished gentleman on the committee advises 
me, at about the same figure; or, as I under- 
stand it, are raised, and raised very consid- 
erably, . a, . 

Mr. KELLEY.: I beg leave-to correct my- 


ad valorem, and some of them 2 cents a pound. 
The gentleman is correct and I was in error. 
Mr. AXTELL. Then, while tin is admitted 


|| free, the duty on these articles is raised 83} per 


cent. This would seem to me tobe inconsistent 
and not certainly in the interest of revenue. 
The same istrue of sheet tin, to which my atten- 
tion has been directed. from. the fact that re- 
cently there have been developed on our west- 
America, and 
that we are now able, I believe, to supply the 
country with tin. But at ‘this time, tin being 
placed upon the free list, will injure us in our 
mining interest, and I cannot see who reaps 
| the advantage when the articles manufactured 
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of tin and the articles of which tin is a com- 


ponent part are kept up to the old standard 
and in fact raised, as in this instance, 333 
per cent. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman in- 
form the committee to what extent tin is mined 
on the western coast, because upon that in- 
formation, I presume, depends the action of 
some of us on the article of tin. 

Mr. AXTELL. A gentleman writing to me 
upon the subject, says: 

“The San Jacinto tin mines of California have 
been opened and developed to such an extent that 
thousands of tons of first-class tin ore lie in sight, 
ready to be broken down when the necessary machin- 
ery shall be erected for stamping and working the 


same. 

“ I have personally attended aud supervised the 
opening up of this property, and can speak under- 
standingly about the matter. J have caused to be 
extracted and worked a considerable quantity of 
ore, and can show as the result of my labors several 
thousand pounds of American tin in pigs or bars, 
and of the very best quality, a sample of which, 
weighing eighty-two pounds, will be laid before you 
in a few days.”’ 

This is in San Bernardino county, in the 
southern portion of the State of California. I 
only allude to this incidentally, although I will 
now express the hope, as we are able as a 
people probably to produce our own tin, that 
it will not be placed on the free list, but will 
receive the protection that it has had hereto- 
fore. But at this point ‘it is certainly in the 


interest of the people that the articles pro- | 
duced from tinshould be at least brought back ` 


to the old standard, which is my motion, 2 
cents a pound. 
Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I am very 


glad that the gentleman from California has | 


brought this subject to the attention of the 
House even at this early moment. When the 
Committee of Ways and Means placed tin in 
pigs and blocks upon the free list no member 
of it had any information as to the tin develop- 
ments in California. I cannot speak for the 
whole committee, but I can for one or two 
members of it with whom I have conversed, 
and it is not our purpose to press the mainte- 
nance of tin in pigsand blocks on the free list, 
since it has become apparent to us that there 
is a real development of the article there. I 
think the duty on pewter, the present clause, 
had better remain as it is already in the bill of 
the committee, as a means of stimulating the 
development of a mineral which we bave hith- 
erto been wholly unable to produce, and for 
which we export annually $8,000,000 in gold. 
Nothing could be more gratifying to those in- 


try than that we should become independent 
in the matter of ‘tin. The intelligence of the 
development of this mine in San Bernardino 
county, California,-and the fabrication from it 
of tin plates and other articles, is a matter of 
great interest to the committee, and will, I am 
sure; induce them to unite with the gentleman 


in taking block tin off the free list. I now, 
yield to. the chairman of the Committee of | 


Ways and Means.. : 

‘Mr. SCHENCK. I desire merely to say that 
I can understand why the gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia, [Mr. AXTELL, ] since the recent devel- 
opment of the production of tin in his State, 
should desire to have tin taken from the free 
list. But Edo not understand why ‘he should 
object to the duty being slightly increased upon 
pewter, when it is also for the protection of 
their tin, Now, Britannia and all manufactures 
of Britannia or pewter are placed at 35 per cent. 
ad valorem, and we gave that just as it is now. 
But when we came to the raw article, made up 
ofthe foreign tin and zinc, weslightly increased 
the daty upon. that, which is in favor of the 
very interest: which the gentleman represents. 
Therefore it is that-I say I can understand why 
he should wish to have tin taken from the free 
list and protected, but I cannot understand 
why he should not wish protection also against 
foreign pewter ntade of foreign tin and zine, ; 

Mr. AXTELL. I thought it unreasonable, 
as. the Committee of Ways and Means. had 


i tin. 
terested in the general industries of the ċoun- | 


placed pig tin on the free list, to raise the price 
of articles manufactured of tin. 

Mr.SCHENCK. It was thought for along 
time that tin could not be produced inthe Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. AXTELL. Iwithdraw my amendment. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I renew the 
amendment for the purpose of saying a few 
words in reference to this discovery of tin in 
connection with pewter. In all other coun- 
tries but ours it is considered a great blessing 
to have discovered some new thing, to have 
found out some new metal, to have discovered 
some new raw material, some new native pro- 


duct. But composed as this House is, it is a: 


calamity ever to find out a new thing, to make 
a new invention or anew discovery. {referred 
in a long speech I made the other day to the 
discovery of teasels in the district of my hon- 
orablefriend from Onondaga, [Mr. McCarry, ] 
which would have been upon the free list, so 
that all the manufacturersof this country would 
have been benefited, but for the unfortunate 
discovery of teasels in my colleague’s happy 
district. 

Now, because of the discovery of tin in San 
Bernardino county, California, every tin plate, 
every tin can, every tin kettle, every tin con- 
eern of every kind throughout the whole of the 
United States is now to be taxed ; and we are 
informed by some of the members of the Com- 


mittee of Waysand Means that hereafter every | 


workman who goes daily to his work with his 
tin pail containing his dinner is to pay a duty 
to a few workers of tin in San Bernardino 
county, in the State of California. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Willthe gentleman allow 
me to ask a question at this point? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Certainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Is the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Brooks] aware that accord- 
ing to the argument of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] taxing an article 
only decreases its price? { Laughter. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘That is the argument of 
the gentleman from New York himself, as will 
be seen by referring to the printed pamphlet 
copy of his speech. 

r. BROOKS, of New York. Then puta 
duty on everything, and everything will be 
cheaper. Turn Chinese barbarian, tax every- 
thing from another country, and we will then 
have reached the acme of civilization. 

I am sorry my friend from California [Mr. 
AXTELL] has constituents who have discovered 
But is it necessary, in order to protect 
his constituents interested in that article from 
a competition which can only reach them by 
going around the Cape; is it necessary that the 
hardy laborers of California should be protected 
by having every tin kettle, every tin plate, and 
every tin can throughout the United States 
taxed for the benefit of a few capitalists in San 
Bernardino county, California? 

[Here the hammer fell. ] ; . 

Mr. AXTELL. I riseto oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman fem New York, [Mr. 
Brooxs,} and I desire to say that it has been 
my misfortune through Lte, perhaps, to have a 
great deal of tenacity. 

Mr. COX, (in his seat.) Tin-acity, eh? 
(Laughter. ] i 

Mr. AXTELL. When a boy I learned from 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooxs] 
some suggestions in relation to the protection 
of home industry, and it has been difficult for 
me at once to get rid of those early impres- 
sions which I derived from his teaching. In 
all fairness and candor I called the attention 
of the Committee of the Whole to the fact that 
tin was on the freelist, while the manufactares 
of tin were paying a high duty. 1 suppose we 
are to. raise from the tariff a- certain. sum of 
money. We imported last year, up to June 
80, tin to.the value of $10,300,000, the sheet 
tin amounting to $7,000,000 and the pig tin to 
$3,300,000. The pig tin paid to the Govern- 
ment a duty of 15 per cent. Now, my honor- 
able friends on the Democratic side of the 


House—and I love to act with the Democrats; 
I have acted with them all my life whenever I 
could—all acknowledge the propriety of levy- 
ing duties for revenue. 

When we had under consideration the duties 
upon tea and coffee my friend from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Becx,] my friend from Illinois, [Mr. 
MARSHALL, } and my colleague, (Mr. Jony- 
SON, ] all declared their willingness to impose 
a duty upon these articles, because it did not 
benefit any particular interest, because it was 
sirictly a revenue duty. ‘hey said, ‘We 
must have revenue, and we may as well col- 
lect it on tea and coffee, because from these 
duties nobody will get any stealings.”” Now, 
why not, on the same principle, impose a duty 
for the sake of revenue upou block tin? Why 
not impose a duty on the three or four million 
dollars’ worth of block tin which we are im- 
porting into the country annually? Why should 
this article be put on the free list? Certainly 
not to please the Democracy, and I eannot see 
how it can please the tariff men. 

In my former remarks I called attention to 
the condition of this matter: that we have been 
levying a duty on the manufactured article and 
letting the article from which it is made come 
infree. Yetmy venerable friend, [ Mr. BROOKS, 
of New York, | who in his latter days comes in 
here to teach us Democracy, accuses me of ad- 
vocating strange doctrine. Hesays that because 
there is a tin mine in San Bernardino county, 
California, therefore all his poor constituents 
who eat their meals from tin plates must paya 
tax to the workers in the mines of California. 
We want no such tax. I have yet to hear the 


‘| complaints of the poor that their tin plates cost 


them too much. ` ‘he trouble is they do not get 


| regular work and good wages. Give tothe work- 


ing men steady employmentat reasonable wages 
and you will hear no complaint from them. 
‘They do not complain of the price of such 
articles as these. The gentleman who lives 
in his palatial mansion and rides through the 
street in his carriage behind his fast horses is 
the one who complains about paying the duty 
on tin plate. We of the coast of California are 
not begging for any protection for our mines. 
If we have a tin mine, as we believe we have, 
and the only one worked in the world outside 
of Great Britain, the fact of its possession is 
wealth enough; but you must have revenue; 
arid, according to the reasoning advanced on 
both sides of the House, why not raise a por- 
tion of it upon tin? 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. COVODE. I move to amend by mak- 
ing the duty 40 cents per pound. I wish to 
say a word in regard to the necessity of ad- 
mitting tinat a lower rate of duty, with the 
view of encouraging the manufacture of tin 
plate in this country. An Englishman of 
great wealth has come to this country, bring- 
ing machinery, and has established a manufac- 
tory of tin plate in Pennsylvania, on the line 
between my district and that of my colleague, 
[Mr. Pueres.] He has commenced making 
tin plate such as was exhibited in the House 
a few daysago. Hehas come before the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and asked that tin 
may be allowed to be imported duty frec. He 
says that if he were allowed to get his material 
without paying duty on it he would not ask 
Congress for any protection on tin plate. He 
has a large amount of machinery of the finest 
quality, and is to-day making tin plate equal 
to any manufactured in Europe. All he asks 
is that his material may be permitted to come 
in free. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I should have had 
something to say upon this tariff question 
before this time had I not been satisfied that 
the country has become disgusted with the 
whole discussion that is going on here on this 
question. I have been out among the people, 
and I know how they feel on this question. 
This is the reason, too, why it is so hard to get 
a quorum in this House. The House is dis- 
gustedy as the country is. We have begun at 
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the wrong end of the question. [Laughter.] 
We should have gone to work and taken off 
the internal taxes. That is what the country 
is complaining about. The 
suffering from the duties on imports. They 
are content that the revenue of the country 
shall be raised from such duties while the 
internal taxes are remitted. In this way the 
prosperity of the country may be advanced 
beyond anything we have ever witnessed. The 
people ask that we shall raise our revenue 
from duties on imports and let the internal 
industry and trade go on and prosper. 

I would have suggested to the committee 
they should abandon this tariff question long 
ago. I did not know they had the internal 
revenue question ready to bring forward. I 
understand now, however, they have the inter- 
pal revenue tax bill ready to be reported to the 


House. I hope the chairman of the committee . 


will report it to-morrow and move to lay aside 
this tariff bill, which everybody has got dis- 
gusted with, so as to let us go to practical legis- 
lation. [Laughter.] This legislation is not 
practical. . It stands in the way of all practical 
legislation. lt is blocking up the avenue to 
legislation, preventing our passing the regular 


appropriation bills and other measures which | 


the people of this country have a deep interest 
in, and which they expect us to pass before 
Congress adjourns. If we do not lay aside this 
tariff question and go to practical legislation 
we will have to go home without accomplish- 
ing anything wanted bythe people of the coun- 
try, and if we do that, some of us will have 
trouble next fall. [Laughter and applause. } 
Mr. STEVENSON. 1 rise to a question of 
order. What is the question before the House? 
The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
House is the amendment proposed ‘by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Covope. | 
Mr. COX. I rise to oppose the amendment. 
I was glad to hear the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Covope]} who spoke thisevening 
without regard to his biblical literature, but 
who spoke the trath. Truth sometimes creeps 
unawares on caution. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania tells the truth when he tells us 
that he and his party will have some trouble 


this fall unless they reduce the taxes. I speak | 
on this question of tin and pewter and so forth | 
in direct reference to.tax and revenue matters. | 
I wish to say something now which will be a | 


special answer to what has just fallen from the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania. Gentlemen on || 
this side of the House have fought this bill and | 


exposed its enormities, and with the: help of 


gentlemen on the other side we have shown 


that it is not a bill for revenue; that instead of 
reducing they are really increasing the tariff. 
We on this side of the House hold that no more 
revenue should be raised than is necessary to 
pay the expenses of the Government econom-. 
ically administered. We believe this tariff and 
the substitute offered for it do not fulfill that 
condition. 

In the next place we hold that the ordinary 
expenses, excluding the interest on the public 
debt and a reasonable sum devoted to its liquid- 
ation, should not exceed $100,000,000 per 
annum; that the true scheme of revenue should 
provide a sufficient sum for the payment of the 
interest on the public debt and $25,000,000 of 
the principal per annum, and the ordinary ex- 
penditures not to exceed $100,000,000; that 
the whole machinery of the internal revenge 
system be done away with, and the internal 
taxes apportioned among the States, which was 
suggested at the beginning of the war by some 
of our wisest men, to be collected on a few 
articles, and paid by the State governments 
into the Treasury. Let the State assessors col- 
leet it, and let us be done with this great inquis- 
itorial system, and apportion this tax out 
among the States to be collected by them. We 
hold that the tariff shall be reduced to the rev- 
enue standard, (excluding protection per se,) 
and the rate of duty on all articles taxed shall 

€no more than 35 per cent. at the highest, 


ople are not | 
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ii is worth about $1 per pound in Europe. 


| 
i to 40 cents per pound, which is about the same 
i| as 40 per cent. ad valorem. 
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and the duties should be ad valorem: If gen- 
tlemen on the other side do not reduce the 
taxes they cannot go before the people with 
any hope of success; and if they do go before 
the people without reducing the taxes the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, that prophetic gen- 
tleman, that great friend of the old prophets, 


' from Benhadad down, tells them their doom is 


sure. { Laughter. ] 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that debate be closed 
on the pending paragraph. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The pending amendment, by unanimous 
consent, was withdrawn. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I have an amendment to 
correct the language. In line four hundred 
and sixty-three strike out the word “like,” 
and after the word “metals” insert the word 


“partly ;” so it will read, ‘‘On pewter, Britan- — 
| nia, and all mixed metals partly of lead or tin, 


unmanufactured, 3 cents per pound.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
On nickel, 40 cents per pound. 


Mr. GRISWOLD. I move to amend by 
striking out ‘‘40’' and inserting 15.” 
article is a white, hard metal. I believe there 
are several mines where it can be procured in 
thiscountry. But there isonly one mine which 
is worked in the United States—and that is in 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania—where the 
article is produced to any considerable extent. 

From 1842 to 1846 this article was free; 
from 1846 to 1857 there was a duty on it of 5 
per cent. ad valorem ; from 1857 to 1861 the 


duty was 4 per cent.; from 1861 to 1863 the ` 
article was free; from 1863 to 1865 the duty 


on nickel was 10 per.cent., and from that year 
up to the present time the duty has been 15 


the existing law. I understand that this metal 
i The 
Committee of Ways and Means have raised 
the duty upon it from 15 per cent. ad valorem 


Thus they have 
raised it about 170 per cent. on the duty which 
now exists. It is produced in Europe, as I 
have said, at a cost of about $1 per pound, so 
that this duty of 40 cents per pound is an in- 
erease from 15 to 45 per cent: ad valorem. 
This is:a metal which-isused to some extent 
in the Mint of the United States. 


posed in part'of nickel. 


furnishing this metal to the Government for the 
Mint of the United States. 


to thirty-five per cent., the rest being copper. 
That bill went to the Senate and was referred 


to the Finance Committee, and there it has . wei Winks artina Spoin 
the House to this fact, that the duty:which it is | 
| proposed here to raise to 40 per cent. ad valo- 
rem is entirely. in the interest of one company, | 
and to the further fact that when the duty |; 
on this articla is thus raised there will then | 
remain nothing to be done but to pass through | 
the Senate the bill I have referred to in order | 
| single establishment located in the State of 


slept ever since. Now, I ask the attention of 


to put an immense amount.of money into the 
hands of thatcompany. It was assumed when 
that bill was under debate here, by gentlemen 
on both sides of the House, that the amount of 


coinage would be about $40,000,000. There- | 
: fore, taking the proportion of nickel at 80 per | 


cent., the amount of nickel used would besome 


$12,000,000, on which 40 per cent. would be || 


nearly $5,000,000. Taking the proportion of 
nickel at 25 per cent., the value of the nickel 
used would be abont $10,000,000, on which 40 
per cent. would be $4,000,000. Therefore 
this duty of 40 per cent. makes an absolute 


. be made out of nickel. 


; produced. 
; nickel produced in the world. 


This | 
| Where doesthe gentleman get his millions trom? 
' The whole product of nickel in the world is 


| world is produced there. 
| me my authority. I havea pamphlet, published 


Now, it will be | 
remembered that last March a bill passed this ;, 
House to change entirely the small coinage of || 
the country, so as to have small coins, one- | 
cent, three-cent, and five-cent pieces, com- i 
posed of nickel in the proportion of twenty-five |: 


 Schmolz & 


| pounds. 
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profit of between $4,000,000 and $5,000,000. 
All that has to be done is to pass that bill 
through the Senate and there will be a job of 
some $4,000,000 or $5,000,000, the whole of 


| which the Government will have to pay without 


getting a particle of revenue from the article. 
I cannot ascertain that a single pound of 


| nickel has been admitted under the existing 


duty of 15 per cent. Therefore I take it fur 
granted that not a pound will be got in under 
the increased duty if it is raised to 49 cents. 


' As I understand, then, the result will be that 


the entire product of this mine must be sold 


_ to the Government, which will not get a dollar 
of duty, but will have to pay to the company 


the increased price which they will be able to 
exact in consequence of this increase of duty. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DICKEY. The gentleman who has 
just spoken has made the wonderful discovery 
that a profit of $4,000,000 or $5,000,000 can 
I will tell the gentle- 
man that there is not $5,000,000 worth of it 
There are not 1,000,000 pounds of 
One half of 
all the nickel produced in the world is pro- 
duced in England, and the product there is but 
450,009 pounds. At$lapound that is $450,000. 


not equal to what the gentleman talks about. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. Well, I should like to 


- understand what the gentleman’s authority is 
‘ for saying that there are only 1,000 pounds of 


nickel in the world? 

Mr. DICKEY. I did not say that; I said 
1,000,000. 

Mr.GRISWOLD. Whatisthe gentleman’s 


, authority for that statement? It is ceriainthat 
j itis got from several mines in Europe, and I 
_am told that the supply is unbounded at this 
percent. ad valorem, which: is the duty under |, 


mine in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. DICKEY. Isuppose the supply is equal 
to the demand. The largest production is in 
England. More than haif the nickel in the 
The gentleman asks 


by the British Association, in which the pro- 
duct of England is put down at 200 tons of 
nickel. The largest amount prodaced in the 
world is 200 tons. Ihave been careful to gather 
the statistics on this subject, and I can give the 


| gentleman the names of tae manufacturers and 
: producers of nickel throughout the world and 
The five- |: 
cent coin now in general circulation is com- ; 
And this mine in | 
Pennsylvania bas had the entire monopoly of | 


the quantities that they produce. : 

Here is an estimate of the production of 

nickel throughout the world in the year 1869: 
1. In England. i 

Evans & Askin, Birmingham, England. 


H. Hussey Vivian, Swansea, England... 
Barker, and sundries, in England 


‘ 2. On the continent of Europe. 
Fleitmann & Witte, Iserlohn, Prassia, 60,900 
Montifiore & Co., Liege, Helgium...... 59,000 . 
Fritz Haussler, Dillenburg, Prussia... 59,000 
Co., Berlin, Prussia........... 5 
Geheimrath Gersdoffer, Vienna, Aus- 
DD codisssscctdesnsiveassaucvebe iecesedicatesteUorsses 25,000 
75,000 
——— 235,000 
f 3. In America. . 
Joseph Wharton, Camden, New Jersey, Uni- 


ted States 135,000 
Total minimum production......f.ssss.es..-s.s.e 870,000 


The gentleman has made a very great fuss 
about a very small matter. In this country a 


New Jersey is capable of producing 135,000 
The ore is mined in my county, as 
the gentleman says. There is no particular 
harm in that. I do not know of any particular 
objection to it. Mr. Wharton, the owner of 
the refinery in New Jersey, opened a mine 
there. In the first few years he shipped his 
ore to England, and it was refined there and 
reshipped to this country. , 
In 1867 he established works at Camden, in 
New Jersey ;. he imported the skill necessary 
to prodace and refine this nickel; he intro- 


3384 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 11, 


duced a practical chemist from Europe. 1! from 25 to 36 per cent. of this new coinage 


have here a letter from the late Democratic 
Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, in which | 
he states that Mr. Wherton’s competition re- ` 


duced the value of nickel from $1 35 to $1 25 | 


per pound. The reduction in the price of gold 
has broken him down and he has stopped his 
telinery, and there is a very slight advance in 
nickel. ‘This nickel is consamed most largely 
in the States of Connecticut and Massachusetts. 
The manufacturers of that region who consume 
this article are desirous that this man should 
have some protection; that there should be 
some competition. At present itis a monopoly. 
Two houses in England alone produce one 
half of the ontire nickel in the world. If there 
is to be any favoritism I think the preference 
should be given to the American producer who 
brings his workmen here. The gentleman is 
speaking in favor of two monopolists in Europe 
who regulate the price. They broke down this 
man because there was no protection to the 
American consumer of nickel. The manufac- 
turers here are desirous that he shal] have some 

rotection, so that he shall be able to go on. 

‘or a year past he has been compelled to stop 
his work. 

(Here the hammer fell. ] 

‘The amendment of Mr. GriswoLp was 
rejected—ayes thirty six, noes not counted. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in at theend of the clause: 

Provided, That all nickel, pure or unalloyed, and 
all metals or other substances of which nickel shall 
form acomponent part, which shall bo purchased in 
behalf of the Government of tho United States by 
the Director of the Mint, or otherwise, for coinage, 
shall be admitted free of daty, and that the same 
shall be so purchased and contracted for at such : 
places and on such terms as shall be best and most 
advantageous to the Government of the United 
States, 

I have proposed an amendment the effect 
of which, if it shall be adopted and this bill 
shall become a law, will be that there shall be 
no monopoly in this article of nickel; that 
after Congress has once passed an act which 
was actually prohibitory of the importation of 
nickel, the only effect of which was to pay to 
one company the entire duty upon this article, 
the Government shall not lose the full amount 
of duty imposed upon the quantity of the arti- 
cle used by the Government. . Itis well under- 
stood that the bill which has passed this House 
for a new coinage, as a substitute for the pres- 
ent smali coinage of the country, ought to 
pass, properly guarded in its provisions, and 
no doubt will pass. That will involve, as was 
conceded here in the debate upon the bill, as 
now can be shown by a reference to the report 
of that debate, a coinage of about $40,060,000. 
That was conceded by gentlemen on the other 
side of the House. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the gentleman will 
refer to page 48 of tkis bill he will find an 
express provision that ‘articles imported for 
the use of the United States’’ shall be admitted | 
free of duty. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. 
tinctly hear the statement of the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Dicker] in reference 
to the amount of nickel produced in this and 
in other countries. But by reference to the | 
New American Encyclopedia, whieh is a very 
late work and.a very reliable work, it will | 
‘be seen that it is there stated that in this ' 
mine in Pennsylvania there are inexhaustible 
quantities of this metal, and that it is to be 
found in .several other places in the United | 
‘States. And it is also distinctly stated that 
this metal is found and manufactured in some 
‘five er six different countries in Europe. 

But wow, after it has already been conceded | 
by gentlemen well acquainted with this sub- 
ject, by gentlemen concerned in proposing thia 
new coinage, that it would amount to abont 
$40,000,000, of which one third or one fourth, 
at least $10,000,000, was to be nickel, I do 
‘not understand how it can be claimed that 
‘put a small amoun: of nigkel can be obtained 
in the world. It certainly is understood that 


was to be of nickel, and that there was to be 


about $40,000,000 of this new coinage. Ihave || made from nickel because it will not 


not been able to ascertain that any amount 
of this metal has been imported into the Uni- | 
ted States. ‘hen, why is this great increase | 
of duty from 15 to 40 per cent. proposed at | 
this time upon this metal, which is principally 
used by the Government of the United States 
itself? 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. GriswoipD] haseither not been very © 
industrious in his search or he has wandered ` 
into strange paths for his information. I hald ` 
in my hand the Government report of the 
amount of importations for the year 1868, the 
last published, by whichit appears that in that 
year there was imported 118,058 pounds of 
nickel; or in other words, about 12 per cent. 
of the entire production of the world, includin, 
that of our own country. The production o 
nickel in no one year has ever been recorded 
at 1,200,000 pounds. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. Was that the importa- 
tion for last year? 
Mr. KELLEY. It was the importation for 
1868; that for 1869 was larger, but I cannot 

state the exact amount. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. I would like some as- | 
surance that such was the fact. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ido not know personally 
that such was the fact; but I know that such 
is the report of the Government, which shows 
the amount of duty it received into its Treas- 
ury from this article. The gentleman is equally 
in error in saying that $40,000,000 of nickel 
would be wanted for the new coinage to which 
he has referred. I was the author of the ex- 
pression which he has tried to quote. When 


' the new coinage bill was under consideration 


' restored Union. 


coins. 


I was asked what amount of this new coinage 

would probably be required for the use of the 

My answer was that it was . 
estimated at $40,000,000, which included the 
one, two, three, five, and ten cent pieces, the 
fifteen cent notes, and the twenty-five cent 
The nickel cainage, or the eopper- 


: nickel, the bill proposed should be composed 


` fourths copper. 


of 75 per cent. of copper and 25 per cent. of 
nickel. Of the copper-nickel coinage there 
might probably be $7,000,000, of which one 
fourth would be nickel and the other three 
Therefore, the gentleman’s 


. $40,000,000 dwindles down to less than 
: $2,000,000. 


| nickel enters as an ingredient. 
I eould not very dis- 


And the idea that the nickel is chiefly im- | 
ported for the use of the Government is as ab- 
surd asthe other statement. It is imported for 
Britannia ware and white ware. Every cheap 
caster, spoon, and dish that we see at the re- | 
fectories at which we stop on the railroad, the | 
handsome breakfast sets, imitating silver in | 


their form end polish, are all made of white | 
: portion of the amendment ruled to be admis- 


metal, albata, or German silver, into which 


I suppose the Almighty committed, perhaps, | 
a great fault when, distributing nickel through | 
our broad country, He put a deposit of it in 
Pennsylvania. It is true, however, that He 
did so. But that deposit sinks into insignif: | 
icance beside that at Mount La Moite, Mis- | 
souri. It is small ip comparison. with the 
deposit in Kentucky, or that in old Virginia 
and West Virginia. It.is' not much larger 
than that of Connecticut. But when the Gov- 
ernment was paying from $1 50 to $1 70 for . 
every pound of nickel it bought a citizen of 
Pennsylvania embarked $400,000 in the ex- 
periment of opening a nickel mine, and at the ` 
end of nearly seven years produced the first 
American nickel. Ht takes eight months to . 
convert the oro into the metal. Nickel ore | 
that yields.8 per cent. is considered very rich. ° 
It is frequently worked when the yield is only | 
2} per cent. Any ore. that promises 2 per ' 
cent. of meta] at the end of eight months is `: 
worked. ‘I'hisis, with the exception of platina, |: 


` well taken. 
` went is germane only so far as the Clerk will 
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tleman from New York [Mr. Porter] showed 
me to-day the works of his magnificent Watch 
ICKE A rust, be- 
cause after being immersed in waterand allowed 
to dry in the sun it shows no signs of oxid- 
ation. There is scarcely any mechanical pur- 
pose for which nickel cannot be used. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Gris. 


‘| worp] pleads for two foreign monopolies, 


He pleads that the United States shall not 


: interfere with the two monopolies that now 
i supply, to a great extent, this country. A] 


that we ask is that you will enable one or two 
native mines to be worked; that our Mint 
may continue to get its nickel at $1 20 per 
pound, as it now does, instead of paying $1 70: 
that the manufacturers of Britannia and white 
ware may get their material at $1 20, instead 
of $1 50 or $1 70. The simple fact that Mr. 
Wharton’s nickel works in New Jersey made 
the nickel from the matte of Lancaster county 
has saved the Government on all the nickel it 
has bought, whether of American or foreign 


. production, more than the increase of duty 


now asked ; for the effect of this native pro- 
duction has been to bring down the price fom 
$1 50 per pound to $1 20. What is asked ig 
an increase of 25 cents per pound, less than 35 
per cent. ad valorem, the present price of 
nickel being $1 20, and the proposed duty 
being 40 cents per pound. 

I have tatea simply and briefly the whole 
story, and though western gentlemen do not 
like me to say so, I affirm that I plead for Mis- 
souri and Kentucky, for Virginia and Connec- 
ticut. I plead for the farmer (whose grain 
will otherwise rot) that he may have mines 
worked, and factories, forges, and coal-banks 


. opened in his own vicinity, so that there may 


be near to the grain-field the persons to con- 
sume the grain, and afford the farmer a market 
for his product. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HOAR. Task that the pending amend- 


: ment be read. 


The Clerk read the amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. I raise the question of order 
that it is not germanein a tariff bill to provide 
in what mode the Director of the Mint shall 
purehase metal for the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 
The Chair rules that the amend- 


read. 
. The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That all nickel, pure or alloyed, and all 
metals or other substances of which nickel shall 
form g component part, which shall be purchased on 
behalf of the Government of the United States by 
the Director of the Mint, or otherwise, for coinage, 
shali be admitted free of duty. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that this 
portion of the amendment is germane. The 
remainder is ruled out. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to inquire whether the 


sible is not the provision of the existing law? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot an- 
swer that question. 
- Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
amend the paragraph by striking out the last 
word. Mr. Chairman, in reply to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY, ] who stated 
in his remarks, not very reverently, that it was 
the fault of the Almighty who placed the nickel 
mine in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, let 
me say that it was one of the blessings of the 
Almighty when He bestowed a nickel mine on 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania; but it was 
one of the misfortunes of His creatures there— 


' Lspeak in no improper sense—of the human 


beings who in part represent the Stateof Penn- 
sylvania, that they have tried to make all parts 
of the United States subject to and pay taxes 
and bounties.to the monopolies and particular 
interests in Pennsylvania. When they look 
abroad beyond their own happy and bountiful 


© Commonwealth they attempt to: levy taxes 


upon all other parts of the United States for 


the most remarkable among metals. The gen- |, whatever blessing the good God has bestowed 
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on the State of Pennsylvania. Now, it so hap- 
ens that the only nickel mine worked in the 
nited States is by Mr. Joseph Wharton, who, 
in a letter recently published in the Philadel- 
phia North American, uses these words: “I 


| 


am the only producer of nickel on this conti- | 


nent.” ‘hose are his very words. Although 


there are nickel mines in Missouri, in Con- ; 


necticut, and perhaps in other portions of the 
country, yet no Representative from the West 
or anywhere else rises here to ask that thirty- 
six States of this great Union shall pay a tax 
to some Mr. Joseph Wharton of Missouri, or 
some other State of the Union. 

The great and serious objection to this ar- 
ticle of nickel is the tail which it carries along 
with it. We have on manufactures and articles 
of nickel, albata or white metal, argentine, 
German silver, and the like mixed metals, 45 
per cent. advalorem. Because nickelis to be 


, the production of this article. 


Yes ; that duty developed new works and 
stimulated capitalists to employ more hands, 
and copper is cheaper to-day than ever before. 
But now, when the gentleman pleads for the 
importers of New York and their foreign prin- 
cipals, when he pleads for the employers of 
the poorly paid laborers of England and Ger- 
many, he tells us that the increase of duty will 
increase the cost. 
I send to the 


. desk to be read a letter from Messrs. Evans & 
- Askin, the great English nickel manufacturers, 


who tell us that if we put on this duty they will | 
send one of the members of their firm to erect | 


a nickel refinery in this country and eontest 
the market. 


Sir, this duty will develop ; 


And then we will have cheap . 
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nickel, as we have got cheaper copper by the i; 


protective duty, in spite of the gentleman’s 


` resistance to it. 


raised a whole posse of duties are made to- 


follow in its trail. 
the scheme, and after it followall the German 
silver manufactures. It is the boast of the 


They put niekel ahead of ` 


poor people of the United States that they are - 
not forced to use iron knives and forks; but - 


they can nse plated ware or ware plated with 
German silver, a metal used largely in all the 
domiciles of the coantry, yet here the duty is 
first raised on nickel, and then follows an 


increase of duty on articles of nickel, albata ` 


ar white metal, argentine, German silver, and 


the ike mixed metals. This bill isa levy upon | 
every fork, every spoon,.every caster, every | 


article of German silver, bringing them into 
the ‘‘ring’’ of the duties imposed upon other 
articles throughout the country. It is a levy 
made exclusively for the benefit of Joseph 


Wharton, of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. | 
It is now | 
16 cents per pound, and the demand on this | 


The demand is perfectly enormous. 


House is to make it 40 cents per pound. It is 
preposterous, outrageous; and if I could be 
surprised at anyad in this House of Repre- 
sentatives in t 


demand for this rise on all articles of German 
silver from 15 to 40 cents per pound. Yet it 
isin the “ring.” Jt is tied up with wire. It 
is linked with iron. Itisfettered around with 
hoops. It is wrapped up in cotton and wool. 
It is clothed in a variety of garments. 
force of that ‘‘ring,’’ I fear, at this hour of the 
night, when there is hardly a quorum present, 
this will be added to the other enormities of. 
this bill. rate 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from New 
York says this tax is enormous, yet he hasbeen 


endeavoring to impress the House and country | 
that we were imposing duties of 100 per cent., : 
15 m, and 5 2 ls. | 

per cent., and 60 per cent. on other metals | subsequently it receded to $1 30, and afterwards to 
: $1 25 per pound, Th r 
: to my recollection, is the lowest rate at which pure |: i J l to p 
Although you have nol rednesred: my opinion ori || entirely importation. The importation in 1868, 
the subject, I deem it simple justicé:to say that the | 


If that be so, then 85 per cent. ad valorem on 
anew metal, the material for making which 


lies so bountifully among us, is notenormous. — 

Bat it is the current practice of the gentle- | 
man to blow hot and cold. He tells us this | 
duty will increase the price; but when he was | 
making his speech in the opening of the tariff | 
debate he showed the country how the duty on | 


copper had reduced. its price. The case is anal- 
ogous, and I will read from page 13 of the 
pamphlet copy of the gentleman's speech: 


“An honorable gentleman from Michigan in the | 


Fortieth Congress (Mr. Driggs) tempted the House 
to Impose a heavy duty upon imported copper, to 
give a bounty to the copper miners of Lake 


that it would run up the price of the article. My 
honorable colleague onthe Ways and Means, from 
Michigan, [M 


the result has been just the reverse of what the 


Copper ingot in 1868 was 22 cents per pound by the 
ingot: and pending the agitation for the bounty in- 
crease fram 2; to 5 cents per pound the price ran up 
to 24; and 25 cents; but after the levy of the 45 per 
cent. it randown soon to 22 and 23 cents, and it is now 
only 20; cents per pound. So that the copper pro- 
ducer of Michigan, instead of reaping the benefit 
of hig increased bounty, has had the article left upon 
1s hands 3 or 4 cents less than he might have had 
ut for the bounty sought for here.” 


By the | 


1 Supe- | 
rior; and he did it with the belief, I have no doubt, | 


T. BuarR,}] codperated with him; but | 
j hon- 


orable gentleman expected—as in the case of wool. | 


The Clerk read as follows: 


a: BrruinGcHaM, March 18, 1868. 
Dear Srr: Althongh it is now some time since we 
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represent here there is a large, a very large 
number of German-silver ware manufacturers 
of various kinds. I speak here for those manu- 
facturers against this enormous duty on nickel. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 


| Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] asks unanimous consent 


that debate on this paragraph shall cease. The 


. Chair hears no objection. 


Mr. RANDALL. I object. 

Several Memzers. Too late. 

The question was put on Mr. Grisworp’s 
amendment; and there were on a division— 
ayes thirty-three, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out ‘‘40,’’ in the four hundred and sixty- 
fifth line, and inserting ‘30."’ On this amend- 


` ment I only desire to say a very few words. 


had the pleasure of corresponding we hear from time `i 


to time of the progress you are making inthe nickel 


trade in America, and we trust you find the business |: 


a remunerativo and successful ono. 
We hear that attempts are being made to influence 


Congress to increase largely the import duties on ! 
refined nickel, and although perbaps we might at | 


. first regret that the duties should be raised, we are 


e way of demand for the pro- ; 
tection of special interests, it would be at this | 


| 
l 
| 


not quito sure it would not ultimately be to our ad- 


vantage ; for if the duties are so raised as to render : 


the import of nickel almost Pry we shall at 
once adopt measures to sen 

the States. In fact from the large quantities of nic 
and cobalt ores offered to us by mine La Motte, the 


Haley Smelting Company, ond several others, we . 


: tao late, .. 
. Mr. RANDALL.. I only wish to state why 


are almost disposed to do so at once, ag we think it 
might answer our 
the refined article 


om this country, We are not, 


of course, selfish enough to wish a monopoly of the | 


nickel trade in America, but wa hope and intend to 


have a share of it, either by shipment to 6 ing | xara 
h sli rrefining | not in his power. 


our i; 


inthe States, _ : 

Should we decide upon erecting works in 
country may we repkon on any supply of orp 
your mine, in addition to other sources? 

Wo are, dear sir, yours, faithfally. 

EVANS & ASKIN. 


rom 


Mr. JOSEPH WHARTON. 
Mr. KELLEY Iwill now ask for theread- 


ing of a letter from the late Director of the 
Mint, Dr. Linderman, as to the effect of Mr. 


AVharton’s enterprise in reducing the price of | 


nickel. : 
The Clerk read as follows: 
PHILADELPHIA, dune 10, 1869. 


Dear Sir: J have yours in referehee to the price 
paid by the Mint in past years for nickel. 


In former years, when the supply of nickel pos i 
of for- | 


uncertain, it wag customary to purchase lo 
eign nickel, Faring in percentage of nickel con- 
tained, from 50 to 96 

predicated on the fineness. : 


Subsequently a rule 


. was established to purchase and pay for the amount 


of pure nickel contained in the article. When so 
purchased my recollection is that the. price paid 
was never less than $1 50, gold, per pound, and fre- 
quently it was os high as $ 75. Early in 1867, the 
price under the competition between your estab- 
lishment and foreign producers fell to about $1 40; 


The last-named price, aceording 


nickel has ever been purchased by the Mint, 


establishment of yonr nickel refinery has resulted 
in bringing down the price of the article, and hene- 
fited the Government: 
ery truly, yours, Z 
H.R, IANDERMAN. 


JosEPH WHARTON, esd. 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate an the pending | 


amendment is exhausted. - 


Mr. SCHENCK. I hope there will be no 
further debate upon it. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. TF desire to | 


be permitted to say one wordin reply to. the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KeLLEY, | 
and then 1 shall not object: to debate being 
closed. I desire to say in reply to the gentle- 
man, and in reply to the constant: reiteration 
that I am the representative of the importing 
interest—I desire to state that I ‘represent a 
district containing an ‘immense number of 
people, among whom there are no doubt many 
importers; yet there are 500 mechanics to 
every importer there isin the district. And 
among these mechanies and laborers whom I 


Purpose better than forwarding ` 
T 


per cent., and the price was | 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can only 


| advocate his amendment by unanimous con- 


sent, debate on the pending paragraph having 


: been closed. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I object. 

Mr. RANDALL. I only desire to say that 
I have some practical knowledge of this mat- 
ter, and that I think a duty of 30 cents is suffi- 
cient. But I would like at the same time to 


'; tell the committee why I think so. 


out one of the junior : 
members of our firm and erect a nickel refinery in ! 
0 o 


The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made to 


: the gentleman proceeding. 


Mr. RANDALL. I objected to the propo- 
sition to close the debate. 
Several Mewsers. The objection was made 


consider-—— 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has every 
disposition to oblige the gentleman, but it is 


Mr, RANDALL. I distinctly stated that 


| when the proposition was made to close de- 


bate I objected, having in view the amend- 
ment which I now propose. 

` The CHAIRMAN. Upon the statement 
made by the gentleman is there unanimous 
consent that he be allowed to proceed? The 
Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. RANDALL.. I shall not occupy the 
time of the House with any figures of speech. 
I shail confine myself to figures of arithmetic. 
The quantity produced ia the last year of which 
I have knowledge was. 135,000 pounds, and 
upon that it was alleged that Mr. Wharton 
could nat live, sọ that his works have been 
clased far six months. Now, my amendment 


' is to increase that bounty so as to double it. 
| I think that is sufficient, and I am the more 
| confirmed in that judgment when I know that 
| the Government is the main purchaser of this 


article. The: bounty at 15 per cent. is about 
$20,000; the proposition of the committee 


| proposes to make it $52,000, and by my prop- 


asition it will be $40,800. I think we ought 
not to raise this duty so high as to prohibit 


which my colleague [Mr. KrLLEY] tells us is 
the last year.we have any record of, was only 
about 100,000 pounds; I think he said 108,000 
pounds, Fk AEA ates 
Mr. KELLEY. One hundred and eighteen 
thousand pounds; and I know that in 1869 the 
amoyni was larger. th L 
` Mr. RANDALL. I think Mr. Wharton, 
who is a very upright and honorable. man, 
ough} to be satisfied if we double the duty. 
The amendment to the amendment, to make 
the duty 20 cents a pound, was disagreed to. 
Fhe question was then taken on Mr. RAN- 
DLL's amendment, to put the duty at 30 cents 
a pound; and there were—ayes 39, noes 70; 
Ho quorum yoting- : = : 
Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Ranpaut and 
Mr. Ketuzy were appointed. = o0 4“ 
The committee divided; and the tellers: 
reported—ayes 36, naes 79. - ae 
So the amendment was rejected. . 
` Mn COX. I move that the committee do 
now pige. © o0 0 l ai l i 
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Mr. SCHENCK. Let the next 
be read. and then | will move to rise. 

Mr. COX. Gentlemen desire to offer fur 
ther amendments to this paragraph. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. CESSNA 
having taken the chair as the Speaker pro 
tempore, Mre. WHEELER reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had under consider- 
ution the state of the Union generally, and 
particularly the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend 
existing laws relating to the duty on imports, 
and for other purposes, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. WOOD obtained leave of absence for 


one day. 
Mr. SWANN obtained leave of absence for 


one day. 

Mr. McNEELY obtained leave of absence 
for to-morrow. 

PRINTING OF A PAPER. 

Mr. WELKER asked unanimous consent 
that the printing of the letter of the Secretary 
ot War in response to the resolution of the 
House of the 28th March, 1870, giving the 
number of private buildings used by the War 
Department, be dispensed with. 

There was no objection; and it was so 
ordered. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. BECK, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal 
from the files of the House of the papers of 
Warfield & Co., of Lexington, Kentacky. 

On motion of Mr. LAFLIN, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal 
from the files of the House of the petition and 
paners relating to the claim of George J 
Knight for compensation for the loss of the 
schooner Experiment during the war of 1812. 


ANNEXATION OF DOMINICA. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


paragraph | 


` ginia, praying the removal of their legal and 


unanimous consent to introduce a joint reso- | 


lation in relation to the republic of Dominica. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Monsieur 
Tonson, encore! I object. {Laughter. } 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House (at 
ten o'clock and five minutes p. m.) adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


1 move that the House | farther reading of the Journal be dispensed 
with. l 

: TheVICE PRESIDENT. The Chairhears 

i no objection, and the further reading of the 

| Journal is dispensed with. 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate | 


committees : 

By Mr. BOWEN: The petition of William 
Grant, asking compensation for services ren- 
dered the Uni 


States Government at | 


Charleston, South Carolina, during the early | 


part of 1865. 
By Mr. CHURCHILL: A bill to establish 
a post road from Lamsons, Onondaga county, 
by the way of Phcenix, to Pennellville, Oswego 
county, New York. 
By Mr. CLARKE, of Kansas: A petition 
of citizens of Wabaunsee county, Kansas, pray 


ing for the abolition of the tax on tea. and | 


coffee. 

Also, proceedings of a public meeting of 
citizens of Montgomery county, Kansas, with 
resolutions and a memorial to Congress, pray- 
ing for the removal of the Indians from the 
o diminished reserve, and the opening of 
the land to settlers. 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The claim of 
Alexander Peter. 

By Mr. DAVIS: A petition of merchants 
and others, of Albion, New York, asking that 
pig lead be admitted free of daty. 

$ Mr. FERRY: The petition of Mrs. Lois 
&. Foster, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, praying 
for payment to her, as sole heir, the amount 


of withheld pension due to her father, Moses 
W. Hunt, deceased. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of S. S. 
Jones and others, citizens of Richmond, Vir- | 
ginia, praying the passage of a law allowing | 
the importation of pig lead free of duty. 

Also, the petition of Dabney M. Miller, of 
Richmond city, Virginia; of William E. Wade, - 
John A. Eacho, and Z. S. McGruder, of Hen- - 
rico county, Virginia; of John H. Haskins, 
of Amelia county, Virginia; of S. T. Hancock, |: 
of Chesterfield county, Virginia; of John W. | 
Nixon, of Loudon county, Virginia; and of | 
William E. Clopton, of New Kent county, Vir- |! 


| 
t 

i 
i| 


political disabilities imposed by the fourteenth 
article of amendments to the Constitution. 

By Mr. REEVES: Petitions for repeal of 
duty on pig lead from Orange Judd, Platt W. 
Lowerre, John F. Townsend, and 34 others, ` 
citizens of Flushing, Queens county, Long 
Island; from William C. Powell, Isaac Amber- 
man, Lewis H. Clower, and 46 others, citizens ; 
of the town of Hempstead, Queens county, : 
Long Island; from H. D. Remsen, John Ruland, 
John Hewlett, and 40 others, citizens of the | 
town of North Hempstead, Queens county, 
Long Island; from John T. Gallup, D 
Crawford, Madison W. Young, and 19 others, 
citizens of Greenport, Suffolk county, Long 
Island; and from H. & S. French, E. T. 
Hedges, O. B. Lucas, and 85 others, citize 18 of 
Sag Harbor, Suffolk county, Long Island 

By Mr. SARGENT: A memorial of the | 
ship-builders and others of San Francisco, ` 
praying for positive rank for naval constructors ` 
in the Navy. 

By Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa: The petition of | 
R. W. H. Brent and 77 others, citizens of |: 


_ Muscatine, Iowa, asking that the duty on tea | 


I desire `; 


. of Baltimore, Maryland. 


and coffee be entirely abolished, and the duty `: 
on sugar and molasses greatly reduced. 


IN SENATE. 
-. Tuurspay, Afay 12, 1870. 
Prayer by Rev. Tomas M. Eppr, D. D., | 


The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal : 
of yesterday. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I move that the 


bd HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 1977) to supply a defi- 
ciency in the appropriation for compensation 
and mileage of members of the House of 
Representatives and Delegates from Territo- 
ries for the fiscal year ending June 30, in the 
year 1870, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. - 

The bill (H. R. No. 1964) to change the © 
boundaries of the Stockton land district, in 
the State of California, was read twice by its 
title. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair un- 
derstands that the Senators from California | 
desire this bill to lie on the table for the pres- 
ent. It will lie on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HOWARD presented the petition of 
Michael Greiner and others, citizens of Mich- | 
igan, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

He also presented the memorial of Bruckner | 
& Powell, and others, citizens of Michigan, re- 
monstrating against the extension of John | 
Young’s patent for washing and wringing ma- 
chines; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FENTON presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of New York, remonstrating against the 
extension of John Young’s patent for washing 


and wringing machines ; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of George R 
Wilson, superintendent of machinery in the 
Washington navy-yard, praying remuneration 
for the invention of what is called “ Wilson's 
gun-carriage ;’’ which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LEWIS presented the petitions of Elbert 
S. Faller and J. P. Reid, of Carroll county, Vir. 
ginia; of I. F. Bailey, of Jarratt’s Depot, Vir- 
ginia; of John M. Williams, of Smyth county 
Virginia; of Benjamin Riddick, of Suffolk, Vir. 
ginia; of John H. Estes, of Pittsylvania, Vir- 
ginia, and of Edward C. Marshall, of Fauquier 
county, Virginia, praying the removal of their 


i political disabilities; which were referred to the 
‘ select Committee on the Removal of Political 
ı Disabilities. 


Mr. McDONALD presented the petition of 
N. B. Pearce, of Bentonaville, Benton county, 


, Arkansas, praying the removal of his political 


disabilities; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities, 

Mr. MeCREERY presented the petition of 
W. L. Goldsmith, of Atlanta, Georgia, pray- 
ing the removal of his political disabilities; 


. which was referred to the select Committee on 


the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. KELLOGG presented a memorial of 
T. J. Burdeau, agent of the Mississippi Valley 
Transportation Company, and others, masters 
and owners of steamboats and other vessels 
trading inland from the port of entry of New 
Orleans, praying for such an amendment to 
the second section of the act entitled ‘‘ An act 
allowing the duties on foreign merchandise 
imported into Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Louisville, 
Nashville, and Natchez to be received and 
paid at those places,” passed 2d of March, 


| 1831, as will allow the master, owner, or 
| agent of the steamboat or vessel employed in 
' transporting imported goods, or the importer 
+ or consignee of such goods, or the lawful agent 
', of either the importer or consignee, to file and 


certify the duplicate manifest of imported cargo, 


, in accordance with the terms of the law, with 


the collector of the portof New Orleans, within 
eighteen hours after the departure of such steam- 
boat or vessel; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. CONKLING presented additional pa- 
pers, relating tothe joint resolution (S. R. No. 
192) in relation to the claims of Ward B. Bur- 
nett; which were referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to give notice that 
when the general appropriation bill is again 
taken up I shall offer an amendment, which I 
send to the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwill be referred 


- to the Committee on Appropriations, under the 


rule. 
Mr. RAMSEY submitted an amendment 


: intended to be offered to the bill (H. R. No. 
' 974) making appropriations for the legislative, 
i executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 


ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1871; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 
ARKANSAS HOT SPRINGS. 
Mr. RICE submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing 
yotes of the two Houses on the amendment of the 
House to the bill of the Senate (S. No. 95) in relation 
to the Hot Springs reservation, in Arkansas, having 


|| met, after full and free conference have agreed to 


recommend, and do recommend to their respective 
Houses, as follows: , g 
That the Senate recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment of the House, and agree to thesame 
with the following amendments; z 6 
Section one, strike out from the word “ find, m 
the seventh line, to the word “any” in the eight 


ine, go 
After the word “final,” in the seventh line, insert 


“decision.” i Ş 
Strike out all from the word “settle,” inthe eighth 


line, to the word “the” in the ninth line. 


1870. 


Strike out “suits” and insert ™ suit” in the ninth 


line. : Ss 
Section two, line four, strike out the words “‘as 


near as May be 


| 


i 


of a patent for improvements in reed musical 


instruments, submitted an adverse report; 


: Which was ordered to be printed. 


Strike out all from the word “States,” in the sixth !: 


line, to the word *‘and” in the eighth line. 


Line nine, striko out “such,” and in lieu thereof ` lotion (S. R. No. 92) for the relief of cer- 


ingert “the.” \ 

Line ten, strike out the word “usually.” 

Lino ten, aftertho word “ equity,” insert the words 
so far.’ 7 “a 
Section three, line ono, strike out the words “ pro- 
cess in,” and in lieu thereof insert “ notice of.” 


“u 


Line three, after the word “thereof,’”’ insert the | 


words * with a copy of the petition.” . 

Section tour, strike out all of section four. 

Section six, strike out all from the word “shall,” . 

- in the third line, to the word “ tho” before *‘ United” 
in the fourth line. oe Micke bet aio 

Line three, after the word “ shail,” insert *‘ decide 
in favor of.” me 

Section six, strike out all from the word " shall,” 
in the twentieth line, to and including the word 
“lands,” in the twenty-second line, and in lieu 
thereof insert the words ‘‘decide in favor of any 
claimant.” g 

Line thirty-two, strike out the word “approval,” | 
and in lieu thereof insert * appeal.” 

Line thirty-four, after ‘‘ appeal” insert the words 
“in the same manner and with the same effect as in 
cases of appeal in equity causes from the circuit 
courts of the United States.” 

And that the House asree to the same. 


GEQ. F. EDMUNDS, 
WM. T. HAMILTON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. : 
J. PROCTOR KNOTT, 
` A. A. C. ROGERS, 
Managers on the partof the House. 


The report was concurred in. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil- ` 


itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 467) to repeal section four of the : 
act of March 3, 1869, entitled ‘An act in rela- | 


i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
j 
j 


Mr. DRAKE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was recommitted the joint 


tain contractors for the construction of vessels 


` of war and steam machinery, reported it with 


an amendment. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 


` consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 911) exempting from taxes certain prop- 
erty in the District of Columbia; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 


- tee on the District of Columbia, and ordered 


to be printed. 
Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 


` sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


912) granting the use of a public reservation 
in the city of Washington to the Island Insti- 


: tute ; which was read twice by its title, referred ` 


to the Committee on the District of Columbia, , 


: and ordered to be printed. 


tion to additional bounties, and for other pur- `: 


poses,’’ reported it with an amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. |: 


1 


268) directing the Secretary of War to deliver | 


tt 


certain condenined cannon to the Ladies’ Mon- 


umental Association of Peoria, Illinois, report- `, 


ed it without amendment. . 
Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 


te : z > aa 
the joint resolution (S. R. No. 195) authoriz- | valid and other pensions of the United States 


ing the Midland Pacific Railway Company to 


Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous con- 


i sent. obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


918) granting the right of way to the Green 


` Bay and Lake Pepin Railway Company for its 
: road across the Oneida reservation, in the 
i State of Wisconsin; which was read twice by | 
. its title, referred to the Committee on Indian 


Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introdace a joint |: 
resolution (S. R. No. 196) authorizing the Pres- | 
ident to withdraw his acceptance of the resig- | 
nation of R. H. Lamson, late lieutenant United | 
(| States Navy ; which was read twice by its title, 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPHERSon, its Clerk, announced 


: that the House had non-concurred in the amend- 
_ ment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 781) 


build a bridge at or near Nebraska City, and ` 


connect its road with other railroads, reported | 


it without amendment. , , 4 i 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


No. 123) for the reliefof C. E. Rogers, reported . 


was recommitted the joint resolution (S. R. || 


it without amendment, and submitted a report ; 
which was ordered to be printed. | 
_ Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Pat- | 
ents, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 901) 
for the relief of Sarah N. Eagleton, executrix | 


of the last willand testament of J. Joseph Eagle- ending June 80, 1871, disagreed to by the 


ton, deceased, reported it without amendment 
and submitted a report; which was ordered td 
be printed. , i í 
Mr. KELEOGG, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. _ 


j 
Ei 


No. 888) to aid the Junction and Breakwater | R 


Raifroad Company, in the State of Delaware, 


to construct, in connection with said road, a `i 


H 


pier in the Delaware bay, at or near Lewes, in | 
Sussex county, and State of Delaware, reported | 
it without amendment. — 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Mahlon A. Loo- | 
mis, praying aid to enable him to expetiment | 
Ina system of telegraphing, asked to be dis- | 
charged from its further consideration, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Foreign | 
Relations; which was agreed to. | 

Mr. CORBETT, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 853) to restore Benicia, in the State of 
California, asa port ofentry, reported adversely 
thereon, and moved its indefinite postpone- | 
ment; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, from the 
Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 
the petition of Lydia E.. Carhart, widow of 
Jeremiah Carhart, praying for the extension | 


i 


making appropriations for the payment of in- 


for the year ending June 80, 1871, asked a 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. WIL- 


F. Burier of Massachusetts, and Mr. WILLIAM 
E. Nisiack of Indiana, managers at the same 
on its part. 

On motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, the 
Senate proceeded to consider its amendment 
to the bill (H. R. No. 781) making appropri- 
atiens for the payment of invalid and other 
pensions of the United States, for the year 


House of Representatives; and Sue 8 
On motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, it 
was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amend- 
ment to the said bill disagreed to by the House of 
epresentatives, and agree to the conference asked 


by the House on the disagreeing votes of the two |: the year ending the 80th of June, 1871, the 


Houses thereon. 
Ordered, That the conferees onthe part of the Sen- 
ate be appointed by the Vice President. - 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. 
Morriu of Maine, Mr. Nye, and Mr. Srock- 
TON. 


‘© BLKHORN HUNT.” 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I offer the fol- 
lowing resolution, and ask for its present con- 
sideration : 

Resolved, That the President berequested to com- 


|| Munieate to the Senate any information in his pos- 


session in relation to an. organized band of persons 
at Cheyenne or vicinity, and the number and designs 
of such persons, if not deemed inconsistent with the 
public interests... 


There being no objection, the Senate pro- 


‘| ceeded to consider the resolution. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Doesthat mean Cheyenne 


‘in the Territory of Wyoming? If it does the 


words ‘‘in the Territory of Wyoming” should 
‘be inserted. 
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Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
other Cheyenne? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, yes. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Very well. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will be so modified. 

The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Themorning busi- 
ness is now concluded. 

Mr. WILSON. I now move to take up the 
bill (H. R. No. 987) to reduce the number of 
officers in the Army of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The legislative, 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill is 
before the Senate, and the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts moves to pass it over with a view to 
taking up the Army bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ifthe Senator will allow 


Is there any 


: me, I wish to give notice now that as soon as 


the pending appropriation bill is disposed of I 
shall move to take up the bill to reduce taxation. 

Mr. SUMNER. As that seems to be the 
fashion of the Senate, I give notice that I shall 
move an executive session, in order to proceed 
with a matter which has been made a special 


i order. 


Mr. SHERMAN. That will not interfere 
with this bill. 


Mr. STEWART. _I give notice that I shall 


| insist most strenuously on the bill to enforce thu 


fifteenth amendment. 

Mr. RAMSEY. And I shall insist on pro- 
ceeding with the special order. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 

regular order now. 
Mr. WILSON. After all this insisting, I 
hope my bill will be taken up and disposed of. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
Maine insists on the regular order, which is 
the legislative, executive, and judicial appro- 
priation bill, pending which the Senator from 


I insist on the 


! Massachusetts moves to pass over the present 
and all other orders for the purpose of consid- 
; ering the Army bill. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
ate will not do that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Lhope the Sen- 
It is for the 


i Senate to decide; the motion is not debatable. 
| The appropriation bill is before the Senate, 
|| am H. Kesey of New York, Mr. BENJAMIN |: 


and the question is on the motion of the Sen- 


| ator from Massachusetts to pass over that and 
i; all prior orders, for the purpose of taking up 


í the Army bill. 


' 


Mr. WILSON. As the chairman of the 


' Committee on Appropriations insists upon 
|| going on with the appropriation bill now, I 


| 


ii 
j 


: withdraws the motion. 


withdraw my motion. 
‘LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
The Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumes the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. No. 974) making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
and judicial expenses of the Government for 


question being on the amendment proposed 


ii yesterday by the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. 


WILLIAMS. ] 

Mr. COLE. I move to-amend the amend- 
ment by adding to it: ‘‘and hereafter no charge 
shall be made for coinage in the United States 
Mint or its branches.” ~ 

This is a proposition that will meet with 


‘approval on the part of all the persons who 


are engaged in the production and who are 
interested particularly in the gold and silver 
bullion of the country. It is a proposition 
that has been recommended in the form of 
resolutions by influential bodies. I believe 


: the Legislature of the State of California has 


passed a concurrent resolution on the subject 
which has been presented to Congress. The 
Senator from Oregon states that he will accept 


' the amendment, as far ashe is concerned, and 


if so I do not care to debate it. I hope there 


will bë no opposition to it. - 
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Mr. SHERMAN. I give notice that that | 
proposition, if persisted in, will create more ‘|! 
debate than any other which could be pro- 
sosed to be attached to an appropriation bill. 
k involves $500,000. It revolutionizes the 
policy of this country from the foundation. 
it goes back to a policy adopted by England 
alone of all the civilized nations of the world, 
and this year abandoned by England. It has 
been pronounced against by all the writers on 
political economy for the last hundred years. 
‘Che proposition is based on the idea that 
Government is bound to coin money without 
vost, to pay the expense of it. It is a great 
subject; it will lead to a large debate. It isa 
matter that has often been considered by the 
Committee on Finance, often proposed in Cal- 
ifornia, but uniformly rejected. It is a sacrifice 
ot immediate revenue to the extent of about 
half a million dollars. I trust, therefore, that 
it will not be thrust upon this appropriation 
bil. Ifitis, I shall feelit my duty as a member 
of the Committee on Finance to debate it at 
considerable length. Certainly I shall oppose 
it strenuously. 

Mr. STEWART. I appeal to the Senator 
from California to withdraw his amendment, 
although I am sincerely in favor of it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair asks 
the Senator from Oregon if the original ame 
ment is reported from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, forit so he cannot accept the amendment 
of the Senator from California ? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I did not accept the 
amendment. Istated to the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia that so far as I was concerned I was 
avilling to agree to it. I am in favor of the 
proposition, but the Committee on Finance 
have decided against it. I wish to make that 
statement, but individually I am in favor of the 
amendment; but I hope the Senator will not 
embarrass the amendment offered by me with | 
the one he proposes, although Iam in favor i 
of the principle. 

I wish to correct a statement made by the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance about the legislation of England. I have 
in my hand a copy of the law just passed by - 
England, by which all charges for coinage in 
the royal mint are abolished. So that they 
charge nothing in England at this time for coin- 
ing money. 

Mr. COLE. Ideem it my duty to correct 
at least two misstatements made by the chair- 
man of the committee. One is that we are 
overturning or modifying a policy of the Gov- 
ernment that has existed from its foundation. 
‘According to my recollection and the informa- 
tion I have received, this coinage charge has 
only applied since 1853 in this country. An- 
other statement which I regard as not tounded 
upon an investigation of the facts is that this 
will result in an immediate burden upon the 
Government amounting to $500,000. The 
coinage charge is age half of ono per cent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Qn gold. 

Mr. COLE. On gold; which would only 
yield the Government $500,000 in case there 
were coined each year 3100,000,000, as any 
one can see who is conversant with the sim- 
plest rules of arithmetic. The coinage of 
this country does not amount to $100,000,000 
a year, nor to more than a very small propor- 
tion of that sum; and the burden upon the | 
Government instead of being $500,000 a year, |: 
will be, as [ believe, less than $100,000 a year, | 
heeguse I think the coinage does not amonnt |! 
to aver $20,000,000 a year. 

. MORRILL, of Maine. 
tor yield to me? 

Mr. COLE. I will not insist upon stating | 


t 


Will the Sena- | 


anything further at this time if the matter is :.. 


ot before the Senate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
before the Senate as an amendment to an 
amendment. i 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
one remark. ; f - 
Mr. SHERMAN. My statement was liter- 


H 
| 
| 
i 
t 
i 


I wish to make | 


ally true. Although the coinage is now only || to accept an amendment to it; but I am con- 


about thirty million dollars, and although the 


` seigniorage, as it is called, on the gold coin- 


age is only at the rate of one half per cent., 
the same principle would extend to the coin- 


age of silver, the coinage of eopper, and the ' 


coinage of nickel, on which I can show by 
official reports we now derive a profit of 
$750,000, or more than enough to pay the 
entire Mint charges. Of course if we coin 
gold without charge we must extend it to sil- 
ver and the various metals. I can show by 
Adam Smith and all the writers on political 
economy that the course of England on that 
subject has been denounced; and the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, in a speech made 
last August, which I think the Senator from 
Oregon has read—at least I handed it to him— 
favored the resumption of a coinage charge. 
I only allude to these facts to show that this 
opens a great question. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. WILSON. I ask leave of absence for 
several days, I do not know how long. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts asks leave of absence from 
the Senate for several days. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will the Senator 
from California yield to me to make a sug- 
gestion? 

Mr. COLE. Certainly. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator 
from Massachusetts who has just asked leave 


of absence from the Senate states to me that | 
be is under an absolute necessity of leaving | 


for home to-night, and he desires to presen‘ 
the military bill for the action of the Senate 
before he does so. 
I do not feel authorized to press the appropri- 
ation bill now before the Senate against his 


` bill, and hence I appeal to the Senate to lay 


aside the appropriation bill informally, that the 
Senator from Massachusetts may present his 
military bill to the Senate. 


-` The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator ~ 


from California being entitled to the floor yields 
to the Senator from Maine, who asks unani- 
mous consent that the appropriation bill may 
be passed over informally for the purpose of 
taking up the bill (H. R. No. 987) to reduce 


the number of officers in the Army of the . 


United States, and for other purposes. The 
Chair hears no objection, and the bill is before 
the Senate, subject toa call for the regular 
order. The pending question is on the motion 
of the Senstor from Alabama, [Mr. WARNER, } 
to strike ont the first section of the amendment 
of the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. The yeas 
and.nays were ordered on that question. 

Mr. CASSERLY. They were ordered the 


- other day. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is in- 
formed that they have not yet been ordered. 
The Senator from Maryland demands the yeas 
and nays on the motion to strike out. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. HAMLIN. . Before that motion is put ; 
‘T wish to amend the first section by striking | 
| out * twenty-five’? and inserting ‘‘ thirty.” 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘That motion is 


in order and has priority. The Senator from : 
-Maine moves, before the qnestion is taken on 


striking out the first section, to. strike out 


+ “í twenty-five’ and insert ‘‘ thirty,’’ go that the 


reduced Army shall consist of thirty thousand 


‘men. That motion has priority, being in the » 


nature of: perfecting the section. _ 
Mr. POMEROY. I think the chairman of 
the committee and those who are familiar with 


i the subject would be willing to accept that — 


amendment. i 
Mr. HAMLIN. . He cannot accept it. 


Mr. POMEROY.  Theoriginal amendment ` 
having been reported by the committee, per- ` 
haps it is not in the province of the chairman | 


Under these cireumstances | 


fident from conversations that I have had with 
' the Military Committee and others they would 
‘ be willing to compromise on thirty thousand 


|' men instead of twenty-five thousand, and per- 


haps we can agree to that by unanimous con- 
sent. I think the chairman of the committee 
himself, if he would express his own opinion 
at any rate, would say that the reduction to 
thirty thousand would be acceptable. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kansas asks unanimous consent that the chair- 
man of the committee may accept the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Maine so as to make 
the section stand at thirty thousand. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. WILSON. I should be very glad to 
accept thirty thousand. 

Mr. DAVIS. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The original 
amendment being the report of a committee, 


, an amendment to that amendment cannot be 


accepted except by unanimous consent. The 


| Senator from Kentucky objects. The question 


is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Maine. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thesection now 
stands at thirty thousand, and the question 
recurs on striking it out as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Drake, 
Edmunds, Flanagan, Kellogg, Lewis, McDonald, 


Nye, Ramscy, Rice, Robertson, Ross, Sawyer, Sher- 
man, Sprague, Stewart, Thayer, Warner, and Wil- 


ley—21. 
NAYS—Messrs. Brownlow, Casserly, Chandler, 


Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Davis, Fenton, Ferr . Ham- 
ilton of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howell, Johnston, Mc- 
Creery, Morrill of Maine, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pratt, 
Sauls ury, Schurz, Scott, Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, 
Vickers, Williams, and Wilson—31. : 
ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Buckingham, 
Cameron, Carpenter, Cattell, Cragin, Fowler, Gil- 
bert, Howo, Morrill of Vermont, “orton, Norton, 
Patterson, Pool, Rovels, Spencer, Stockton, Trum- 
bull, and Yates—20. 


So the motion to strike out was not agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY. Mr. President——. 

Mr. STEWART. Is the first section still 
amendable? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The section is 
still amendable, but the Senator from Con- 
necticut is recognized. 

Mr. FERRY. I move to strike out the 
eleventh section, if that motion is now in 


order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
from Connecticut will reserve that amendment, 
the Senator from Nevada desires to still further 
amend the first section. 

Mr. FERRY. I will reserve it for the pres- 
ent. 

Mr. STEWART. I move to amend the first 
section by striking out “ thirty” and inserting 
“ thirty-four.” | E 

Several Senators. That cannot be done. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can 

„move to add the word “four,” because that 
does not strike out anything that has been 
inserted. That will be within the parliamentary 


rule. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ibeg the Chair's pardon. 
The Senate have struck out the original num- 
ber and put in a definite sum. They haveput 
in a fixedsum; and it must stand as that sum, 
and cannot be changed. À 

Mr. EDMUNDS, Ona sum, that is so. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Oh, yes; there is no doubt 
‘about it. We have struck out certain words 
and put in certain words. You cannot change 
those words by increasing them or adding an- 
other so as to make the amount thirty-four 
: thousand. The hill must stand in its precise 
form. When we come into the Senate the 
Senator can then move his amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair agrees 
with the Senator from Maine that probably 
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that would be the better course, the number 
having been fixed specifically. If they were 
ordinary words, not figures, 
liable to amendment; but being figures and I| 
specific, the Chair thinks the better way would | 
be to wait until the bill is reported to the | 


Senate. 
Mr. STEWART. Very well. 
Mr. FERRY. I aow move to strike out the 
eleventh section. Nig 
. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary | 
will report the section proposed to be stricken ` 


out. N 
The Secretary read the eleventh section, as - 


follows: 


So. 11, And be it further enacted, That the General 
of the Army, commanding officers of the several mil- . 
itary departments, and chiefs of tho several staff 
departments of the Army shall, as soon as prac- 
ticable after tho passage of this act, forward to the 
Secretary of War a list of officers serving in their ' 
respective commands deemed by them unfit for tho 
proper discharge of their duties, setting forth specif- :: 
ically in each case the cause of such unfitness. The | 
Secretary of War is hereby authorized and directed |: 
to constitute a board, to consist of one major general | 
one brigadier gencral, and three colonels, three of 'j 
said officers to be selected from among thoseappointed | | 
to the regular Army on account of distinguished ser- | 
vices in the volunteer force during the late war, and | | 


on recommendation of such board the President may | 
wholly retire any of tho said officers £o reported with | 
ono year’s pay. : | 

Mr. FERRY. It wasstated by the chairman ` 
of the Committee on Military Affairs that there ` 
are about four hundred and eighty supernum- 
erary officers, I think. The object of the , 
second, third, fourth, and eleventh sections of i 
the bill of the committee is to get rid of these 
supernumerary offcers. The second, third, 
and fourth sections provide for relieving the 
Army of such portions of them as will volun- | 
tarily resign; and those three sections provide . 
inducements which will tend to lead these super- | 
- numerary officers to resign ; and I believethat | 
under the operation of these three sections a 
very large number of the supernumeraries will 
resign, as it ia evidently for their interest to 

O 80. 

Bat the objection to these three sections in . 
connection with the eleventh has already been 
suggested, to wit, that if the officers do not 
voluntarily resign under the inducement held | 
out by tke second, third, and fourth sections 
a kind of threat is held over their heads by the | 
eleventh section that a retiring board shall be | 
created. which shall dismiss them by its action 
from the service, whether they will or not. 

Now, a large number of these supernumerary 
officers are, we are informed by the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, wounded 
officers, wounded and disabled in the service 
of their country in the recent war; others are 
officers who have been disabled by sickness | 
induced by the exposures of the recent war; | 
some, it is said, are persons who are person- | 
ally unfit from evil habits or from some other | 
cause to remain officers of the Army. I cer | 
tainlyam unwilling that the officers of the first 
two classes,’ those disabled by wounds or sick- 
ness incurred in their service in the recent war, 
shall be compulsorily retired bya board cre- 
ated after the manner of this section. It is 
not just toward them. Jt is most impolitic as 
a presentation of the attitude of the Govern- 
ment of the United States toward its veteran 
officers who have given their best years and the 
health of the remainder of their lives in the 
service of the country. It is all wrong. I 
think the country will feel that it is wrong. I) 
think, therefore, that if the eleventh section is 
stricken out a large number, probably from 
one fourth to one third, of the supernumeraries | 
will be relieved under the second, third, and 
fourth sections, and that it is better to retain 
the remainder even as su pernumeraries than it 
's to place the Government in the attitude in 
which it will be placed by the action of the 
eleventh section. They are sick or they are 
wounded, and they will not live long. Let 
them die out; but do not let them die out with 
the feeling that an ungratefal country has 
turned them to the cold charities of the world. 


they would be || 


_ Wrong or hardship inflicted on these officers? | 


_ tions, and fitness of every officer of the Army, | 


_ the first place, that the measure itself was an 


|, Congress of the United States to propose to 


| all these officers have seen service in the field. 
; More than five hundred of them have been 


i| thing wrong or in whose action there is some- 


anything of the kind. These staff officers are 
-to ‘‘ forward to the Secretary of War a list of 
: officers serving in their respective commands 


| of their daties.’’ 


| stood the character of his pupils. | 
The Senator from Con- ; 
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Mr. THAYER. I wish to say one word in 
reply to the Senator from Connecticut. I see 
no hardship in this section. If men have be- 
come unfit for service by reason of disability 
incurred while in the service they can be re- 
tired on three-quarters pay. Is there any 


Mr. CARPENTER. By this section they | 
are discharged with one year’s pay. 


. Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator from Ne- L 
:, braska allow me a moment? | 


Mr. THAYER. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON. The House of Representa- | 
tives passed the bill which comes to us, and to | 
which our bill is a proposed amendment ; and 
the House bill provided in the first section for 
the appointment. of a board of officers with 
authority to examine into the record, qualifica- 


and to report thereon. It seemed to me, in 
impracticable one, that it would take at least 
three years to examine twenty-five hundred | 
officers. In the next place, it seemed to me 
rather a strange proposition on the part of the 


examine all the officers of the Army. Nearly 


wounded. They have had large experience. 
Nearly fifteen hundred of them were officers 
of volunteers, many of them generals and colo- 
nels holding high positions. I would as soon | 
suppose that Napoleon would have ordered 


| an examination of all his Old Guard for any |. 


section of the House bill, which provided for 
an examination of the whole of the officers of 
the Army, a long work of three or four years. 
This can be done probably in less than six 
months. 

Let me say to the Senator further, that there 
is no menace in it. The first proposition in 
it is to offer to every officer of the Army an 


opportunity to resign on certain conditions, 
offering certain temptations to resign. The 
next proposition is to enlarge the number of 
retired officers from about one hundred and 
seventy to three hundred, so that one hundred 
and twenty or one hundred and thirty wounded 
and sick officers, ofticers broken down in the 
service, and old officers, may be retired on 


| three-fourths pay; a very liberal, kind, gen- 
| erous provision. 


If this section shall be stricken out, I agree 
with the Senator, the work can be cheaply 


| accomplished, because provision is made in 


another section that when these sections are 
executed, if there be any supernumerary offi- 
cers left, they may be furloughed by the Depart- 
ment, or may be mustered out of the service 
with one year’s pay. So that it will leave it to 
the President to muster out such officers as he 
deems fit, until he reduces the number. The 
expense of retaining these four hundred and 
eighty supernumerary officers is somewhere 


: lars. 


special purpose as that we should examine all ` 


the officers of our Army. 
This: proposition of ours is a ‘simple prop- ' 


osition to examine only such officers whose |: 


names shall be sent to the Secretary of War 
by the General of the Army, the commanders 
of departments, or the heads of staffs, as officers 
disqualified by their own acts, by their own 
misconduet, in whose record there is some- 


thing wrong. I am told by those who know 
what the record of the officers of the Army is 
that from two to three hundred at most would 
be all that would be sent before the board 
under this section. 
Mr. NYE. It does not say so. | 
Mr. FERRY. The section does not say 


deemed by them unfit for the proper discharge 
The staff officers are to send 
forward the names of those whom they deem 
unfit from any cause, whether. it be sickness, | 
or wounds, or vice, or anything else. i 


Mr. WILSON. That is very true; but then |, 


it is well known that the record of the officers | 
of the Army is made up in the War Depart- 
ment, and what they have done in the field 


and elsewhere, their character, their service, is i! 
: as well known at:the War Office and as well ' 


understood as a sehool-teacher ever under- | 


Mr. HOWARD. 
necticut seems to misconceive the real effect 
of this clause. As I understand it the. staff 
officers of themselves cannot send this list 
without the joint signature of the general com- 
manding the department.- It must be the con- | 
current act of the genetal himself and the 
staff officers. oa | 

Mr. FERRY. Of course the staff officer ' 
sends it through his chief. : 

Mr. HOWARD. But he must join in it. I 
understood the Senator from Connecticut to | 
intimato that the staff officers alone would i 
do it. ee : l 
Mr. WILSON. I wish to say to the Senator | 
from Connecticut that I have no idea, nor has | 
anybody connected with the Army, that more 
than two hundred and fifty men would go | 


before any such board ; and it would be settled i 


in afew months. This proposition, instead of | 


from a million to a million and a quarter dol- 
Many of these men have been out of 
employment nearly a year, and some others 
are in employment as Indian agents. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I have lis- 
tened to the explanation of this section by the 
Senator from Massachusetts. If the section 
contained precisely what he says it is its object 
to accomplish I should be in favor of retain- 
ing the section; but it does seem to me that 
the point taken by the Senator from Connec- 
ticut is correct. The section, in other words, 
is not what the Senator from Massachusetts 
designs it should be. It is certainly not so if 
I can. understand language. 

It.does provide that the superior officers 
named shall, after the passage of this act, fur- 
nish a list of officers in their respective com- 
mands deemed by them unfit. Unfit for what? 
For what purpose? From what cause? A man 


| may have no arms and no legs; hecertainly is 


not fit. The Senator says he wants to accom- 
plish this object, and certainly I agree with 
him : that if there is a class of men in the Army 
who from their habits and misconduct are so 
that they are not worthy to associate with Army 
officers, they ought to be dismissed, in justice 
to the other officers of the Army. If the sec- 
tion were so amended I would cheerfully vote 
for it; but I want to suggest for the considera- 
tion of the Senator, if it will not be best to add 
after the word ‘‘ unfit’? in the sixth line, these 


; Wards, ‘‘ from their own misconduct or habits,” 


: and then to strike out in the eighth line the . 


words ‘‘ cause of such unfitness,” and insert 
‘misconduct or habits complained of ;’’ and 
then the section would read: 

That the General of the Army, commanding offi- 
cers of the several military departments, and chiefs 
of the several staff departments of the Army, shall, 
as soon'as practicable after the passage of this act, 
forward to the Secretary of Wara list of officers serv- 
ing in their respective commands deemed by them 
unfit from their own misconduct or habits for the 
proper discharge of their duties, setting forth spe- 
cifically in each case the misconduct or habits com- 
plained of, . es kat 

It seems to me that amendment will make 
the section precisely what the Senator from 
Massachusetts says he designs: by it; and with 
that amendment I will cheerrally vote for it. 
Without that amendment I cannot vote for it. 
I propose to amend first, by inserting after the 
word “unfit,” in line six, the words ‘from 
their own misconduct or habits ;’’ and if that 
shall prevail, then I wilt move farther to amend 
by striking out in the eighth line. the words 
‘‘cause of such unfitness” and inserting ‘‘ mis- 
conduct or- habits complained of.’’ See 

Mr. TRUMBULL. | desire simply to inquire 


examining the whole Army, is in lieu of the first |! of: the. Senator from Maine if his amendment 
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will not disgrace every man that is dismissed ? 
Nebody can be turned out, then, unless he be 
a disreputable man and be disgraced. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ido not want anybody else 
- to go out. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Such persons may be 
discharged from the service now. Ido not 
understand the words ‘ unfit for the proper | 
discharge of their duties’’ in so broad a sense | 
as the Senator from Maine does. I do not. 
suppose that because an officer of the Army, 
otherwise qualified and perfect in every respect, 
an accomplished officer and a brave man, had - 
lost an arm on the field of battle, any general 
commanding the Army would recommend him ` 
as unit for service. That is not the meaning . 
of the word “unfit ” in this connection. He 
would be the last person that the commanding | 
General or the commander of any department ' 
would think of reporting to the Secretary of | 
War as unfit for the service. That class of | 
persons who would be embraced doubtless under | 
the amendment of the Senator from Maine are | 
those who would be reported ; but I would not 
like to have the section passed in a form that | 

| 
| 


necessarily disgraced every man dismissed. 
Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, it seems 
to me that this section is defectivein this: that 
it makes no discrimination whatever between ' 
unfitness for service caused by the officer’s own 
misconduct and unfitness caused by no mis- | 
conduet-of his, but owing to his service in the 
Army, either wounds or disease happening to ` 
bim in the service of the country; but here is 
an absolute power given to the President to. 
retire all alike, those disqualified by their own 
bad habits and those disqualified by wounds or 
disease incurred in the service of the country. 
I do not think that is right; but I think a dis- | 
crimination ought to be made. I donot think, 
however, it would berightto adopt the amend- 
ment suggested by my friend from Maine, and 
that for the reason stated by the Senator from 
Illinois; but I am willing to trust the President 
with adiscretion which will enable him to retire 
all such as by their own misconduct are unfit | 
for service and to place on the retired list, on 
precisely the same footing as those provided 
for in section three, those who have become 
unfit for service by means of wounds or disease 
incarred in the service of the country; and for 
that purpose I shall offer the amendment which 
I send to the Chair, to come in at the end of | 
the eleventh section. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator ` 
from Maine [Mr. Hatin] has moved an J 
amendment. a 
Mr. THURMAN. I will offer it if he will 
withdraw his, or it can be read for information. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Let it be read first. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwillbereported | 
for information. 
The Caizy CLERK. At the end of section | 
eleven the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Taurman] 
wishes to ingert: : 


Or may retire them on the same terms, as to pay | 
and emolumenti, as are provided in section three of | 
is act. 


Mr. THURMAN. That will enable the 
President of the United States to discriminate 
between those who ought to be absolutely dis- 
missed from the service because of their unfit- 
ness, and because they have no claim upon the 


country to be retained. in the service, and those ||- 


who have become disqualified without fault of 
theirs, disqualified by their very. service either 
by disease or by wounds incurred in war; and 
that will enable the President to do it. Iam 
willing to. trast that in his hands. I haye no 
doubt he would exercise that discretion prop- 
„erly as a President and military man, as he is, 
-onght to do; and I think that is the safest 
way to trugtthisin his hands. If that be done, 
then officers: who have become disqualified 
by wounds received in the service or owing.to 


' to a trial as to whether he was fit or not. 


sickness incurred in the service may be placed 
on the retired list on the same conditions as 
the officers who have served thirty years, pro- 
vided for in section three, and I for one am 


| 


perfectly willing to place in that position any 
man who has become unfit for service owing to 
wounds he has received, or owing to sickness 
incurred in the service of the country. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understand that under 
the act referred to in the proviso to section four 
there are now retired about one hundred and 
seventy-five officers. ‘This increases the num- 
ber to three hundred. ‘This is in order to give 
the opportunity that those officers may be 
retired who are worthy, as provided in that 
section ; and the eleventh section is, I suppose, 
intended to meet certain cases that are not 


rovided for in any other portion of the bill. | 
nder section four there can be added to the | 


retired list one hundred and twenty-five offi- 


| cers ; consequently I see nonecessity for strik- 


ing out or amending the eleventh section, but 
I prefer to leave it just ag it is. 

Mr. STEWART. 
tion in regard to this section. I do not under- 
stand very much about Army discipline; but I 
understand that under the law as it now exists 


officers are court-martialed and removed, and | 


I believe there is some system enumerating the 
definite offenses for which they are removed. 
Now, according to this section men are to be 
tried for unfitness ‘‘ for the proper discharge of 


their duties, setting forth specitically in each | 


case the cause of such unfitness.’’ 


removed from the service. 
out of the service directly than be subjeeted 


the question whether he is fit for service or not 
will depend upon a thousand considerations ; 
in the first place, whether he is in favor with 
the board. if he is out of favor with the board, 
if the majority of the board happen to be against 
him, they will decide one thing to be unfitness 
at one time and another thing at another time. 


By this section all the officers of the Army are | 


to be tried, and, it may be, branded with unfit- 
ness for the service. 2 i 
Now, it.seems to me that if a man is to be 
discharged from the Army, which is a punish- 
ment, the offense should be defined. I would 
much prefer to say that they should be put out 
arbitrarily than that they should be tried by a 
board which shall define the cause of their unfit- 
ness. Ido not believe in that. Such a board 
might not always be just. It is not very safe 
to allow the same tribunal to prescribe the 
penalty, make. the law as to what shall consti- 
tute unfitness, and then discharge the officer. 
I do not believe that the officers of the Army 
have committed any such. offenses that they 


‘| should be subjected to such a law as that. 


Then | 


I wish to make a sugges- ' 


Mr. WILSON. The bill as it came to us | 
from the House of Representatives was very , 
explicit on this point. That bill provided that | 
all the officers of the Army should be exam- . 


the military record, qualifications, and general 
fitness of all officers of the Army, whether of 
the line or staff, below the rank of brigadier 
general.’’ Then it provided forthe mustering 
out of all officers who, ‘‘ byreason of inexperi- 
ence, inefficiency, immoral conduct, or other 
cause, have given evidence of want of adapta- 
tion to the military service.” 

Now, sir, the reason why I did not insert 
those provisions in the amendment that is now 


under discussion, which is said not to be defi- | 
nite enough, was that I did not wish to dis- į 


grace the men who went before this board. 


Mr. SFEWART. I think the Senator has |; 


improved the House bill very much; but still 
I object to hisamendment. Tocall up all the 
officers of the Army and brand them as so 


many ‘prejudged rascals to be condemned by 
a committing magistrate, and put them all on 


roof to show that they are innocent, as the 
House bill does, it seems to me is. the most 
enormous proposition that I ever heard of. 
Mr. WILSON. Well, Mr. President, I hardly 


know what to say.. We have got four hundred 


ined by a board who should inquire ‘‘into | 
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and eighty officers whom we do not need and 
cannot use. We cut off about twenty regiments 
of the rank and file last year, butdid not muster 
out the officers. We have them on hand and 
cannot use them. Theyare not wanted. They 
cost us over a million dollars a year. We hear 
a great deal about economy, a great deal about 
retrenchment. Still there seems to be no way 
in the world to reach this case. 

There came to us with the unanimous vote 
of the House of Representatives a proposition 
to send the entire officers of the Army below 
the rank of brigadier general before a board, 
who were to take into consideration all the 
mattersaffecting them. [felt that that was deal- 
ing pretty hard with the Army. I therefore 


i framed this amendment, and after it was pre- 
| pared, before submitting it tothe committee, I 
i submitted it to many officers of the Army, and 


I venture to say to-day that nineteen twentieths 
of the officers of the Army are in favor of the 
Senate bill. I hardly know one who is not. 
They especially favored this mode of reduction 
because it was so liberal. In the first place, it 
offers to all the officers of the Army who choose 
to resign, who have served under five years, one 
year’s pay; those who have served from five to 
ten years, a year and a half’s pay; and those 
who have served above ten years, two years’ 


‘| pay. If this bill passes, a captain of the Army 
| It seems to me that is a very strange way of 

‘| ereating an offense for which a man is to be | 
I am very certain | 
that any respectable officer would rather be put | 


who retires, if the President accepts his resig- 
nation, if he has served over ten years, will 
receive $4,000 to take with him to go iuto any 
other kind of business that he chooses. 

The whole proposition, I think, is liberal 
and kind and just tothe Army. I want to be 
just to the Army. Thatis my feeling now, and 
has been throughout this entire struggle. I 
have endeavored to frame every act of our 
legislation, and I think the evidence of it will 
be found on the statute-books during the last - 
nine years, so as to deal with generosity and 
liberality toward the officers and men of the 
Army. 

Now, sir, if this section is stricken out I 
admit that we can reduce the officers without 
it; but how? Many of the officers will offer 
their resignations. Some of those resignations 
will be accepted, and some will not. Theres- 
ignations of some of the best officers of the 
Army Í do not suppose would be accepted, 
and they will not be got out. any way; their 
services are too great and too marked. The 
probabilities are that the poorest men in the 
service will not offer their resignations. This 
section was intended to reach that class of men, 
and to do it in such a way as not.to disgrace 
them. It gives a year’s pay to a man who is 
turned out for his own fault. Suppose a man 


| is intemperate, careless, does not behave well, 


and he is recommended by the general of. his 
department or by the General of the Army, 
who has te record before him of that man’s 
conduct and life, to go before this board—not 
to be court-martialed;. the board looks into 
his record as well as the facts in the ease, and 
recommends that the President muster him out 
of the service; that he be wholly retired. What 
do wedo? We give him a year's pay to take 


chome with him. Can anything be more gen- 


erous or liberal? 

But, sir, there is one section, if Senators 
will retain it in the bill, which provides that 
when these other sections have executed them- 
selves, if there are any of these officers left 
over, if we have too many officers, they may 
be furloughed or they may be mustered out of 
the service with a year’s pay. 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to ask the 
Senator a few questions for information. 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. STEWART.. [understood the Senator 
about one hundred 
of these officers had resigned during the last 


year: 3 

Mr.. WILSON. Resigned, died, or been 
court-martialed, in a little over a year. 

Mr. STEWART. And now there are sbout 


four hundred and eighty supernumeraries ? 


1870. 


Mr. WILSON. One hundred and twenty 
or one handred and thirty have resigned, died, 
or been court-martialed within the iast fifteen 


months. ; ` 

Mr. STEWART. Then they received no 
additional pay. There was no inducement 
offered to them to resign. That was the natural 
reduction of the Army without any reason, or 
perhaps because those officers apprehended 
that the Army would be greatly reduced. It 
seems to me we might try that system, say, one 


year longer, and offer them this inducement of | 
1f without any inducement one | 
hundred of them, or one fifth of the whole ‘| 


a year’s pay. 


number, left in a year, perhaps if you give them 


a chance to retire you will get rid of all your : 


supernumeraries in the course of a year. I 
think you will get rid of them in that way with- 
out branding them. Iam very confident of it. 
l believe the officers of the Army are as sen- 
sible as other people, and if they think their 
services will not be required, in the course of 
a year you will get rid of the supernumeraries. 


So far as the first section of the bill is con- | 


cerned | do not see any value in that now, as 
I understand the whole number of the Army 
is about twenty eight thousand. 

Mr. WILSON. Thirty-five thousand. 

Mr. STEWART. The actual number, filled 
up? 
Pitre WILSON. Enlisted men. 


Mr. STEWART. Enlisted men, nominally. | 
Mr. WILSON. Really. Thatincluded, how- || 
ever, perhaps fifteen hundred men who had not || 
yet been assigned to any command, men who | 


had been eniisted; I have forgotten the exact 
number. I had a detailed statement made up 
to the month of February. 

Mr. STEWART. Then this bill reduces it 
about five thousand. 

Mr. WILSON. The first section only makes 
a reduction of about five thousand. I remem- 
ber that some weeks ago several of the leading 
officers connected with the Army here thought 
it would be very well to have a force of thirty 
thousand men, but thought I was rather press- 
ing the matterin making it twenty-five thousand. 


Mr. STEWART. Does the chairman of the | 


committee know from where those five thou- 
sand men can bespared, and in what particular 
branch of the service? 


Mr. WILSON. I think we can bring the. 


Army dowa to the number we have now fixed 
within a year. The Senator will remember that 
this reduction only takes place a year hence, 
or before that in the discretion of the President 
and the War Department. 

Mr. STEWART. There will be no discre- 
tion left.to the War Department, for it is pro- 
vided in the bill that the number shall not 
exceed thirty thousand. 

Mr. WILSON. The reduction is to take 
place a year from next July. It gives over a 
year within which to dothe work, and if at the 
end of the year it should be found that the 
reduction cannot be safely made, Congress 
before the adjournment of the next session 
will unquestionably make provision for it. 

Mr. STEWART. Would it not be well for 
the President to have the discretion in a case 
of emergency to call out more men? Should 
he not have some little discretion in the matter? 
Is it wise to fix the number of the Army arbitra- 
ily at exactly thirty thousand? Is it perfectly 
Certain that that number will be sufficient under 
any circumstances? I understand the number 
of the Army has been always fixed at a figure 
far above the actual figure in administration. 
I would inquire of the Senator, has the War 
epartment shown any disposition to increase 
the number of enlisted men beyond what was 
necessary? ‘The limit now, I believe, is fifiy- 
sx thousand. _ 

Mr, WILSON. When we had an Army of 

fty-four or fifty-five thousand men there was 
great deal of opposition to coming down 
to thirty-five thousand. The Army is nearly 
twenty thousand less now than it was two years 


: other regiments. 


; have shown a disposition to get along with the 
: least possible number, I do not think it is worth 


; small a reduction as five thousand. 


[i 


: was actually necessary, so as to get up to the 
| limit, or has it fallen below the limit? 


| the justice to say that I think they have striven 


| is no need of any legislation in that direction. 


| a sufficient force on hand to enforce the laws. 
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Mr. STEWART. What is the limit in the 
law? 

Mr. WILSON. By the limit now in the law 
I think it could be carried up to about forty- 
five thousand. 

Mr.STEWART. Has the Departmentshown 
any disposition to raise the Army above what 


Mr. WILSON. Iwill do the Department 
to get along with as few men. as they reason- 
ably could, and they have seconded the policy 
of Congress in reducing the Army. The Sen- 
ator will remember that at the last session we 
consolidated twenty infantry regiments into the 


Mr. STEWART. Then, as the Department 


while for us to pass the first section, making so 
I do not 
see the smallest importance init. Iintend at 
the proper time to offer a substitute for this 
entire bill. It is the second section with a 
slight amendment, I think it will cover all the 
object sought to be attained. It is as follows: 


That the President be, and ho hereby is, author- 
ized, at his discretion, honorably to discharge from 
the service of the United States officers of the Army 
who may apply therefor on or before the lst day of 
October, 1871, with the pay, dc. 

That is the only change. I propose to give 
them a year within which to go out voluntarily. 
I think in that way we can attain all that is 
desirable; and if at the end of that time we | 
shall still have supernumeraries on hand it | 
will be time enough next year to provide for | 


them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Nye in 
the chair.) Does the Senator offer that as an 
amendment to the eleventh section? 

Mr. STEWART.. No, sir; i intend to offer 
it at the proper time as a substitate for this 
entire bill. I am opposed to the eleventh sec- 
tion. I think this substitute that I shall pro- 
pose is all the legislation that is necessary. 

Instead of a reduction of the pay of the Army 
being effected by the fifteenth section, we have 
it from the chairman of the committee himself 
that that section adds to the aggregate pay 
largely. There is no clamor about raising the 
pay of the Army; and as that section adds quite 
largely to the pay of the Army we do not want 
to retain that section. ee o 

The first section, which fixes the number of 
the Army, is also unnecessary.’ There does 
not appear to be any abuse in that direction. 
I am quite confident that we shall need all the 
Army we have; and for the present year there 


As for getting rid of the supernumeraries, 
which appears to be the other object of this 
measure, i believe if you will give them a polite 
invitation to leave with a year’s pay you will 
get rid of the supernumeraries during the next 
year. Then there will be nobody injured and 
nobody disgraced, and no harsh treatment, at 
the same time that the Government will have 


Mr. CARPENTER. I understand the pre- 
cise question before the Senate to be the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. Hamuin.] Now, I understand 
from the chairman.of our committee that the 
design of this section is to provide only for 
sending before this board those men who have 
rendered themselves unfit for continuance in 
the service by their own bad habits and course 
of living. The Senator from Illinois objects, 
however, to the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Maine, because, he says, thatif men 
are dismissed specifically for that cause they 
will be disgraced. The section as it stands at 
present provides: he ws 

That the General of. tħe Army, commanding offi- 
cere of the several military departments, and chiefs 
of the several staff departments of the Army shall, 
as soon as practicable after the passage of this act, 


forward to the Secretary of War a list of officers serv- 
ing in their respective commands deemed by them 


unfit for the proper dischargeof their duties, setting 


forth specifically in each case the cause of such 
unfitness. 

So that by the section as it stands, if a may 
is sent there to be tried for habitual drunken- 
ness that fact must be specified, and if he is 
discharged for that reason he is as much dis- 
graced as he would be under the section as 
proposed to be amended. But if it be the 
purpose of the Senate to confine this examina- 
tion to that specific class of offenses, then it is 
proper that the section should be so framed a3 
to accomplish the purpose. ‘I'he section now 
reads that the officers named shali— 


“ Forward to the Secretary of War a list of officers 
serving in theirrespective commandsdeemed by them 


unfit for”— 


What? Not for the service, in the technical 
sense of being unworthy of being officers in the 
Army, but— 

“Unfit for the proper discharge of their duties,” 


Now, suppose a man is a colonel of cavalry 
and has lost a leg in battle. He is unable to 
sit on a horse; he is unfit for the proper dis- 
charge of his duties as a colonel of cavalry. 
He would clearly come within the purview of 
this section as itis written, but not within what 
the chairman says was the object and intention 
of thesection. ‘lhe amendment of the Senator 
from Maine clears it of any ambiguity, and con- 
fines it to the precise class of cases which it is 
the object of the chairman to try, namely, those 
persons who have rendered themselves unfit to 
continue in the service by reason of their own 


' misconduct or habits, and then the entire ac- 


tion contemplated by this section is confined 
to that class of persons. 

So far as the disgrace is concerned it is no 
greater by limiting the section to the precise 
class of persons you intend to have it apply to 
than it is in leaving the provision in its present 
form. In each case the specification must be 
made. Again, if a man has rendered himself 
entirely unfit to be continued in the Army, from 
his habits of intemperance or other immoral- 
ities, the disgrace is not in his being dismissed ; 
the disgrace is in his having contracted that 
course of life which renders his dismissal 
necessary and proper act of justice to the 
remaining officers of the Army. 

Mr.STEWART. Do they notcourt-martial 
officers for drunkenress ? 

Mr. CARPENTER. This may accomplish 
the same purpose. I do not see myself that 
the section is necessary, because I think that 
for every offense for which a man ought to be 
dismissed from the Army he can be court- mar- 
tialed; but at all events this is a more speedy 
and it may be a more graceful way of accom- 
plishing the same purpose. 

Mr. MORTON. I should like to call the 
attention of the Senator from Wisconsin and 
the Senator from Maine to this consideration : 
that this section could not properly apply to 
the case of any officer who is to be tried for mis- 
conduct, drunkenness, or bad habits, because 
it provides that in all cases where the officer is 
retired under this section he shall be retired 
with one year’s pay. Now, if an officer is to be 
retired for vices, for misconduct, he is not enti- 
tled to one year’s pay. Those are causes for 
dismissal. 

Mr. CARPENTER. He is entitled to one 
Te pay if the law provides that he shall 

ave it, and this section does clearly provide 
that he shail have it. aires 

Mr. MORTON. Then I think the’ section 
is clearly improper. ey a2 

Mr. CARPENTER. If the. Senator will 
pardon me for a. moment, the chairman evi- 
dently designed, and hesays himself the inten- 
tion of this section is to meet just that class 
of cases; and yet the section does provide 
that in that class of cases, construing the sec- 
tion as the chairman intends to have it read, 
they shall be retired with a year’s pay. f 

Mr. MORTON. If that is the construction 
to be given to this section I think the section 
ought to be stricken out. 
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Mr. CARPENTER. That is the language || any cause exeept injuries inourred 


of it; it is no constraction of it. 

Mr. MORTON. 1 was going on further to 
say that the language is entirely too broad. 
To provide that an otticer who by his vices has 


l! language and accomplishes the same result. 


become unfit to be an officer in the Army, or ` 
who has been guilty of misconduct, shall be : 
retited with a year’s pay on the same footing | 


as others who are retired, perhaps, for physical 
disability or for disease contracted in the Army, 
would be injustice certainly to the other class. 
If this section is to be confined to that class 
ot ofiecers, then the whole section should be 
stricken out ; because there are already laws 
or regulations that authorize a man to be tried 
and dismissed for misconduct, for drunken- 
ness, or other vice. 

But I desire to call the attention of the chair- 
man of the committee to the language of the 
section. Iwas not present in committee when 
the bill was considered; and therefore I feel 
at liberty to call the attention of the chairman 


< as modified by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, will be read. 


to the language contained in this section as _ 


being too broad, and as giving to superior ofli- 
cers a power tnat they ought not to possess; 


` curred in theservice, setting forth 


THE CONGRESSION AL GLOBE. 


May 12, 


——— 


in the ser- | 
vice,” in lieu of the words he bas proposed. | 
Mr. HAMLIN. That is a little smoother ! 
will, therefore, withdraw my motion with great 
pleasure and allow the Senator to offer that = 
amendment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- |. 
ator from Maine accepts the amendment offered © 
by the Senator from Massachusetts. - 
Mr. WILLIAMS. [hope we shall now have 
a vote on that amendment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 'Theamend- , 
ment now offered by the Senator from Maine, |, 


The SECRETARY. The amendment is to in- 


-aert after the word ‘‘duties,’’. in the seventh ‘| 


' will read: 


because it enables every commander of a de- | 


partment, every staff officer, to place any sub- 


ordinate on trial for unfitaess ; 


and that unfit- ‘| 


ness is not to be regulated or determined by 


any law or Army regulation, but be what- 
ever in his opinion would make t officer 
unfit, There are dislikes and prejudices and 
enmities in the Army just as there are out of 
it, This section enables any of these princi- 
pal officers to place any subordinate on trial 
for uniitness whom he does not like, and that 
unfitness may consist of whatever his imagina- 
tion may determine. 

I know there was a practice duri 
of getting rid of obnoxious subordinates in 
this way ; and that oalled my attention partic: 
ularly to this sabject. Whenever there was a 
subordinate officer, for instance the colonel 
of a regiment, who was obnoxions to the com- 
mander of the division, it wasin the power of 
the commander to get clear of him, to send 
him up before a board for examination as to 
his qualifications ; and that board was. always, 
or generally, so organized ag to dismiss the 
officer. I know of very many hard cases of 
that sort. I see that the Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Bccxixauam] nods assent. 


. ator from Massachusetts. 
the war | 


| 
| 
| 
i 


| 
] 
| 
A list of officers serving in their respective com- |; 


manda deemed by them unfit for the proper discharge || 
of their duties from any cause 


line, the words ‘‘from any cause except inju- 
ries incurred in the service ;’’ so that the clause 


except injuries in- | 
specifically ineach | 


oase the causo of such unfitness. 


Mr. WARNER. If the chairman will allow $ 


; me, I suggest that whatever wordsareinserted in ni 


| the section after the words giving the President 
‘ authority to retire these officers. 


Every Governor of a State, l doubt not, wos | 


called upon to take cognizance of many cases — be delirium tremens? [Laughter.] It would |; 


be very improper to make ‘an exception of | 


of that kind. , : 

Here is a section which enables any staff offi- 
cer or commander of a department to place 
upon trial and to disgrace, any subordinate offi- 


cer whom he does not like, against whom he has | 


a prejudice. He may. sey that he is unfit to 
be an officer 
got the requisite education, or because he ia 
not a gentleman, he has not good manners, 
or for any other. cause 
his dislike; and he cam put the man on tria 

and although he may be acquitted he- is to 
some extent a disgraced officer. 
the tenure of office of every subordinate 


officer is to some extent dependent upon the |; 


will and good opinion of his superior. He has 
no certain tenure, but his standing in the 


Army isto depend absolutely on the will of | 


the superior officer above him. It is to take 
away that iadependenceand that absolute right 
which every officer ought to have in his par- 
ticular grade. : Sage 
. For this reason I think the language of the 
section is too broad, that it-gives a dangerous 
power to superior officers. But if the opera- 
tion o£ the section is to be confined to those 
officers who have been guilty of misconduct, 
and whe ought to be court-martialed and dis- 
missed for their vices or for their miseonduct, 
then the section ie wrong, because it provides 
that they shall be retired with a year's pay. 
Mr. WILSON. Isuggest to the Senator from 
Maine who has offered this amendment to 
modify it so as to insert.after the word ‘'da- 
ties,’ in the seventh line, the -words ‘from 


of the Army because he hag not. 
that goes to make up 
’ 


Therefore, | 


: inearred in the line of his duty. 


| everything. 


| eral of the Army, 
| the military-departments who are major. 


the section ought to be inserted at the end of | 


Mr. WILSON. 
taken in that. 
Mr. HAMLIN. This is the proper place. 
Mr. WILSON. I think the amendment is 
in the right place now. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- |i 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Sen- || 


lr 
| 


I think the Senator is mis- - 


Mr. THURMAN. If my friond from Mas- | 
sachusetts will allow me, I suggest to him that | 
he ought to enlarge that language by adding | 
‘sor disease incurred in the service.’ I think l 
a man whose health has been destroyed in the | 
service of the country, without any fault of his, <; 
should also be excepted. 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator thinks tbat | 
disability. from disease is not included in the © 
words “injuries incerred,’’ I should have no i 
abjection to inserting those words. f 

Mr. THURMAN. Put in the words “or | 
disease;’’ so as to read “injuries or disease ` 
inearred in the service.” 

Mr. CORBETT. Suppose the disease should |; 


such a case as that. 

Mr. WILSON. That would not be a disease 
I think the ;; 
amendment as it now stands comprehends 


[wish to say a single word to the Senator 
from Indiana in regard to this provision, which . 
he has eriticised ; and there is something in his 

criticism. I know there are rivalries and jeal- || 
ousies in the Army as there are in civil life. | 
Officers of the Army are human beings, and li 
have their frailties like all the rest of us.’ But | 
I do not fear in the lenst degree eny injustice | 
under the provisions of this section. The Gen: |} 
the commanding offieers of | 
gen- jj 
erals and brigadier generale of the Army, and '! 
the chiefs of the several staff departments of ! 
the Army, the quartermaster, commissary, |, 
engineer, and other departments, are to desig- 
pate the officers to be sent before this:board. |; 
Iam confident that but few men will be sent 
before it, Some of them could possibly be | 
brought before courts-martial and dismissed. 
If you have got to select out of the Army cer- |; 
tain officers to go out of the service there are 
some whe could not be convicted before a | 
court-martial, but who have frailties and faults | 
and havea record that would justify their going 
outin preference to others. We want to retain, 
of course, the high-toned, best officers of the 
Army; and asa body of men in experience, |i 
devotion to the country, intelligence, and char- 
acter, they are nowhere surpassed in the world. 


n 


'; vice. 


| We propose, first, 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to make a sugges- 
tion to tho chairman as to this amendment. I 
suggest that instead of using the word ‘‘ser- 
vice” he employ the words ‘*in the line of his 


duty ;’? so as to read, ‘disqualified by injury 


or disease incurred in the line of his duty,” 
Mr. CARPENTER. That is right. 
Mr. WILSON. [ will not object to that 
modification. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That modi- 


fication of the amendment will be made. 


Mr. WARNER. I do not think that the 
amendment of the chairman of the committee 
after all reaches the point which he is aiming 


| at. What we ought to provide is that no ofħ- 
| cer shall be discharged from the service because 
‘ of wounds or disability incurred in the service 


in time of war, not that they shall not be ordered 
before a board. You do not want to leave dis- 
cretion in the hands of these major generals ; 
but you want finally to provide that the dis- 
charging power, the President of the United 
States, shall not discharge a man because of 
disability or wounds incurred while in the ser- 
lt seems to me that. a proviso at the end 
of the section in the words ‘provided, that 
no officer shall be retired, without his consent, 
because of unfitness caused by wounds or dis- 


` ability incurred in the late war,’’ will reach the 


precise point. 
Mr. WILSON. Does the Senator mean 


retired or mustered out of service, dismissed? 


Mr. WARNER. ‘The word which is used 
in the section by the committee is ‘‘ retired.” 

Mr. WILSON. “Wholly retired.” 

Mr. WARNER. The language is ‘‘may 
wholly retire any of the said officers.” The 
language of the proviso could be made to con- 
form to the language of the section. It means 
muster out, although the chairman of the com- 
mittee used in the bill the word ‘‘retired,”’ 
which usually has a different meaning, rather 
than mustering out. 

Mr. WILSON. Thewords ‘‘ wholly retired’’ 
mean ‘‘dismissed.”’ It is asofter phrase than 


| to say “wholly dismissed.” I hope we shall 


have the question on the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts as modified. 

Mr. THAYER. Mr. President, I do not 
suppose any plan can be adopted to which there 
may not be objections, and which may not pos- 
sibly work some injustice; but it has been the 
object of the committee to reach some plan of 
accomplishing the object in view. There being 


' four hundred and eighty supernumerary officers 


in the Army it is certainly evident to the Sen- 


ate that there is a necegsity for the reduction 
- of the numberof officers. 


Now, I desire to say 
that the committee have not received to my. 
knowledge—I certainly have heard of none—a 


 gingle rgnonstrance from any officer of the 


Army against the sections which are now under 


| consideration; but on the contrary, having con- 


versed with several officers of the Army, I am 
able to state that they regard these provisions 
as exceedingly liberal and just to officers: of 
the Army. 

- I have been surprised to hear the denuncia- 
tions of honorable Senators in this Chamber 
in regard to this proposed reduction. It seems 
to me that they have come to a conclusion 
without giving the subject much consideration. 
: that the General of the Army 
and the commanding officers of the Army shall 
report those whom they regard as unfit. That 
does not dispose of them. Then it is provided 
that the Secretary of War shall order a board 
of officers, a majority of whom shall be of those 
who were appointed from the volunteer ser 
vice, to pass upon these officers, to examine 
them. That does not put them out of the Army. 
The board are to make their report to the Pres- 
ident, and then he may—we do not say that hé 
shall—retire them wholly from the Army. He 
may do it in his discretion. ‘Thoseseveral pro- 
visions are made; none of them final. ‘There 
is left to each officer who may regard himself 
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as aggrieved by the report of bis commanding 
Pacer oe by the board, an appeal to the Pres- 
ident, and an opportunity of being heard by 
him before he is mustered ont. 


Every safeguard is putin the bill which could |; 


made to guard against injustice. 
EENE Rak the President and the 
Secretary of War and the General of the Army 
to believe that it will be their aim to see that 
injustisa is ne at d r 
ma4z according tothe prejudices or the partial- 
ities of this man or that man. Where specific 
charges are made, as is suggested by my friend 
from Oregon, [Mr. Conserv, ] they can be in- 
quired into and reported to the President of 

the United States. 
I should have added that the officers of the 


I have ; 


the principle embodied in this eleventh section 
by way of reducing the number of supernum- 
erary officers, and that if the section is fairly 
and honestly and impartially carried out it will 
be a great benefit to the Army and to the coun- 
try. But on looking into it carefully it struck 
me, as it has struck the Senator from Indiana, 


| that there probably will arise instances of great 


: injustice under this eleventh section unless it | 
not done; that decisions are not | 


is amended. The Senate will observe that the 


': proceedings are entirely ex parte, entirely one- 
_ sided, and without any requisition that notice 
' of these proceedings shall be given to the off- 


_ cer. 


For instance, it provides— 
That the General of the Army, commanding offi- 


: cers of the several military departments, and chiefs 


Army regard this provision as very liberal, . 


letting those go out who are unfit for service | 
Then again, under a pre- ` 


with one year’s pay. s 
vious provision, they have the opportunity of 
going out according to their length of service 
with two years’ pay, or with a year and a half’s 
pay, or with one year’s pay. 


Mr. President, five years ago a million sol- ` 


diers were dropped out of the Army and thirty 
thousand officers or more were dropped out 
ofthe Army. We heard no hue and cry about 
the injustice done to them. They had no year’s 


pay given them. They had been four years in | 


the service of their country. Their business 
at home had been wholly broken up. They 
were at sea so far as their private affairs were 
concerned.. They had to start in life anew. 
Where, then, was the eloquence of my friend 
from Nevada in regard to the injustice done to 


those officers? Sir, let us have a regard for | 


all, for the volunteers. as well as the officers 
of the regular Army. 
jastice to all. 
theway? There are four hundred and eighty 
supernumerary officers in the Army who are 


not needed. Can we justify ourselves to the ' receive of it will be an order for his complete | 


| retirement from the Army upon one year’s pay. ; 


country in retaining them? l 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator whether these supernumeraries 
are not made up by the action of Congress 


` him. 


of tho several staff departments of the Army shall, 
as soon as practicable after the passage of this act, 
forward to the Seerctary of War a list of officers 
serving in their respective commands deemed by 
them unfit for tho proper dischargo of their duties 
setting forth specifically in each caso the cause o 

_ such unfitness. 

In all these cases the person accused, so to 
speak—there is no formal accusation, to be 
sure, but the officer interested—has noinforma- 
tion whatever of the proceedings taken against 

The Senator from Connecticut [ Mr. 


- Ferry] says he is to be regarded as a person 
: accused. Well, he is accused, but he has no op- © 


| 


We are seeking to do ` 
Why throw these obstacles in ;: 


since the war in inviting volunteers who have | 
done good service into the tegular Army, and : 
giving them the opportunity to enter the reg- : 


ular Army? Did you not hold out the idea to 
them at that time that their places were to be 


permanent, and did they not break up their : 


business to enter the Army? 

Mr. THAYER. The officers who have been 
appointed to the Army since the war dre placed 
on precisely the same footing as the other 
officers of the Army. 

Mr. STEWART. But those who went into 
the service during the war of course under- 
stood that when the war closed they were to 
go out. After the war closed you provided 
for appointing a large number of meritorious 
volunteer officers--and I ‘suppose they were 
selected from the most meritorious—into the 
regular Army, with the understanding that they 
were to be there permanently. I know that 
was the understanding with a good many of: 
them with whom I: conversed. Now; after 


volunteer officers have got into the regular | 


Army with that idea, you propose to put them 
out faster than they will voluntarily go out, 
although they are leaving at the rate of a 
hundred a 
unjust. 
_Mr. THAYER. I will say to my friend from 
Nevada that they take their chances with all 
others. It mast have been evident to them 
that there must be a reduction of the Army. 
We could not continue to keep up the number 
of the Army which then existed. If they die or 
resign at the rate of a hundred a year, we cer- 
tainly aré not imposing & hardship upon those 
who remain by giving them one year’s pay and 
putting them outof the Army, if so many have 
resigned without receiving any consideration. 

Mr. HOWARD. I have no doubt, Mr. 
President, that great good may be derived from 
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year; and it seems to me that is | 


portunity to answer. There lies the difficulty. 

The accusation may be entirely unfounded 
; and entirely malicious, and he may have no 
| notice whatever of it until his name is placed 
| upon the fatal list and until that list has been 
| furnished to the board to be organized as the 
| section provides; and even that board. is not 


the charges brought against him. 
thing, therefore, from the beginning to the end, 


periocny meritorious officer, entirely without 
is knowledge; so that the first news he may 


It seems to me that this is not exactly in accord- 
ance with the analogies which prevail in other 
quasi trials. It seems to me that great injus- 
tice may be done, and will be done, by persons 
who are not disposed to act fairly toward their 


may be carried on against the officer, who may . 
be a perfectly innocent, perfectly virtuous, and |: 


tion is on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, [Mr. W1Lson. ] 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD. Now I move my amend- 
ment to come in after the word ‘‘ pay ” at the 
close of the eleventh section. 

ate PRESIDING OFFICER. 
read. 

The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed at the 
end of the eleventh section to insert: 

But such retirement shall not bo ordered without 
allowing such officer a hearing before such board to 
show cause against it. 

Mr. WILSON. If that amendment isneces- 
sary and deemed so by the Senator, I am sure 
no one would object. It would be an infamy 
to send these officers before a board and give 
them no notice and not allow them a word of 
| explanation. That, as.a matter of course, 


It will be 


' they will all have the fullest opportunity to do. 


Mr. STEWART. I inquire if there is an 

` appeal from the board? 
r. WILSON. The President is to act after 

the report of the board. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Michigan. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 


| Mr. STEWART. I should like to hear the 


‘ section reported as amended. 


ii} Mr. WLLSON, The question now is on 


; striking out the eleventh section. 


: : : : ‘| Mr. STEWART. Let it be read as amended. 
' required to give him any notice whatever of | 


The whole | 


The Cursr ÇLERK. As amended the section 
now reads: 


Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That tho Gen- 
eral of the Army, commanding officers of the several 
military departments, and chiefs of the several staff 
departments of the Army shall, as soon as practica- 
ble after the passage of this act, forward to the Sec- 
retary of War a list of officers serving in their respect- 
ive commands deemed by them unfit for the proper 


: discharge of their duties, from any cause except 
|| injuries received or disease contracted in the line of 


: his duty, setting forth specifically in each case tho 


: cause of such unfitness. 


The Secretary of War is 


': hereby authorized and directed to constitute a board 
:, to consist of one major general, one þrigadier gen- 


subordinates or their fellowsin the Army. We | 


know very well, as has been remarked, that the - 


officers of the Army are not exempt from that 
human frailty which goes by the name of envy 


or jealousy. We know very well that there are | 


Army, and that very often the grosseat injustice 
is perpetrated toward officers, and even toward 
soldiers, by the unfairness and the oppressive 
disposition of their superiors. i 

It seems to me that as this is to be tanta- 
mount to a dismissal from the service the 


|| person concerned ought to ‘receive notice of 
the proceeding, and have an opportunity to | 


appear before the board and show cause. to 
the contrary. It is nothing but simple justice, 
an@ I do not think it will greatly embarrass 
the proceedings, 6r protract them, or render 
theth expensive. I therefore offer an amend- 
ment, to come in after the word ‘“‘pay,” in line 
fifteen of section eleven, in these words: 

` But such retirement shall fiot be ordered without 


allowing such officer a hearing before such board to 
show cause against it. f i 


I offer this amendment, if i 
I wish fair play. 
organized in secret without:the knowledge of 
the persons concerned, and have that board 
allowed to proceed. Bes oh 

Mr, WILSON. Let us take the vote on the 
pending amendment. 7 Schr: 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Nys in 


t be in order. 


Senator from Michigan is not in order at this 
time. The question 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. WILSON. Let us have the vote on 
that amendment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


| bitternesses existing between officers of the | 


I do not wish to see a board | 


the chair.) The amendment offered by the | 


nding.is on the amend- | 


The ques- | 


\ 
! 
! 


eral, and three colonels, three of said officers to be 
selected from among those appointed to tho regular 
Army on account of distinguished services in the 
volunteer force during the late war, and on recom- 
mendation of such board the President may wholly 
retiro any of tho said officers so reported with one 


: year’spay. Butsuch retirement.shall notbe ordered 


without allowing such officer a hearing before such 
board to show cause against it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the motion made by the Senator from 
Connecticut, [Mr. Ferry,] to strike out this 
section, ej 

The-motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. CARPENTER. Imovean amendment 
by way of an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That an act of Congress 
approved January 21,1870, entitled “An act relating 
to retired officers of the Army,” be, and the same 
hereby is, repealed; and any retired officer may bo 
assigned to any duty except service with troops; but 
whilo so serving such officer shall be allowed no 
additional compensation except actual expenses and 
mileage provided by law. , 


|| Theactwhich is specified in this amendment 


provided as follows: - 


“That no retired officer of the Army shall here- 
after be assigned to duty of any kind or be entitled 
to receive more than tho pay and allowances pro- 
vided by law for retired officers of his grade; and all 
such assignments heretofore made shall terminate 


within thirty days from the passage of this act.” 


It is to be borne in mind that the retired 
officers of the Army are retired, not for mis- 
conduct; they are retired . because in the dis- 
charge of their duty in the :field-and elsewhere 
ce have been miutilated and maimed in battle 
and’ are no longer capable of discharging the 
active duties of their offices. They are in no 
case branded. They are subject to no sus- 


|| picion of disloyalty orof anything else. They 


are the meritorious officers of our Army. Now 
they are retired because it is necessary to retire 
| them. That is all right; and they are pro- 
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vided for as Congress has aeen fit to provide 
for them. But now I ask upon what ground 
is to stand this act which disfranchises them ? 
There are many duties which they can per- 
form, They can perform duties on courts- 
martial. There are many duties in the way 


of inspection of forces and forts and fortifica- |. 


tions and improvements, and various things 
which the War Department can assign these 


men to properly and profitably with regard to ` 


| 


ti 
1 


the interests of the service; duties to which | 


they may have to send an officer from the line 
of his duty which he is required to perform, 
unless they can avail themselves of retired 
ollicers. 

The amendment which I have proposed 
gives them no additional pay and adds no ex- 


pense to the Government, because any other - 


oificer serving in the same way has his expenses 


and mileage paid, and this merely removes 


what isan actual disfranchisement ona retired 
officer. By this act he is branded; it is ren- 
dered impossible for him to be assigned to any 
duty which he is just as fit to perform aud just 
as able to perform as any man in the Army. 
How that act got through here is more than I 
know of. It erative! think, could not have 
passed if the attention of the Senate had been 
called to it, 

Mr. MORTON. I wish to ask the honor- 
able Senator what his amendment is? 

Mr. CARPENTER. To repeal it, and pro- 
vide that any retired officer may be assigned 
to any duty except with troops; that is, he 
may sit on courts-martial, he may be sent on 
inspection tours, and all that, and when soserv- 
ing he shall have his expenses and mileage, 
and no additional pay except that. 

Mr. THAYER. Allow me to ask my friend 
from Wisconsin a question. What is his view 
in regard to the assignment of such officers to 
any civil duty? Does he mean to permit that 
to be done, or to prevent it? 

Mr. CARPENTER, It is undoubtedly 


any civil. offiee, whether by election er appointment, 
and any such officer accepting or ox oroisin: the func- 
tions of a civil office shall atonce conse to be an oth- 
As ofthe Army, and his commission shall be vacated 
thereby. : 


The prohibition applies to the officers on the 
active list. I suppose the implication is that 
officers on the retiréd list would have that right. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the vote is taken 


Wisconsin whether the way his amendment is 


- I should like’ to ingre of the Senator from ` 


framed it would allow retired officers to be | 
assigned to duty as professors of colleges. We — 


have a statute now by which officers of the | 
| Army may be detailed to the position of pro- 


: fessors in — to teach military tactics ; 


; plish the object proposed; and he suggested | 


owing to the fact that I am a lawyer and not | 
a statesman that I am habituated to confine | 


myseif to the question before the Senate. As , 
to the other act which has not passed, if it | 
shall ever come before the Senate I willform | 


and Í do not suppose it is to be brought here 
by an amendment to this bill. 


office separate from the Army. 


Mr. CARPENTER. The section is clear | 


of all ambiguity on that subject. An officer 


in the Army assigned to duty is assigned to 


military duty. He cannot be assigned to civil 


duty. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I ask the Senator if there | 


is a law which prevents retired officers serving 
in civil office? 
Mr. CARPENTER. There is. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Where is that law? 
Mr. CARPENTER. It was passed about 
that time. . 
Mr. SHERMAN, I think that is barbarous, 
to prevent retired officers, when out of the 
Army practically, from holding any little posi- 
tion they may be called to. oe fo 
Mr. CARPENTER. One ecannotbes mayor 
of a city or elected to any office by the people 
of the community in which he resides. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I do not think there is 
any such law. i : ee fas 
- Mr WILSON. Thereis. š oe 3 
-- Me: SHERMAN. It ought to be repealed. 
I move an amendment to this section, to add: 
And all.laws and sll parts of laws prohibiting & 
retired offiger from holding any civil employment 
arc hereby repealed. , hee 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I call the attention of 
the Senator to- section twenty-one of this bill. 
Does not that provide that retired officers may 
hold a civil office? It provides:. ee 
That it shall not be, lawful for any officer ‘of the 
Army of the United States on the active list to hold 


+ 


` on the request of the colleges. 
' a military duty. 


| matter. 


and I understan 


Mr. CARPENTER. 
think, would authorize them so todo. I con- 


` sulted with the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. | 


Ames, ] whois so recently from the Army, upon 
the phraseology of the amendment to accom- 


that the phrase ‘‘except service with troops °’ 


that as the law now exists ' 
_ retired officers cannot perform that duty. | 
This amendment, I | 


accomplishes precisely what we want, and will ; 
allow them to be assigned to any duty except © 
to the command of troops or to service with ` 
| them in forts, &c. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Would that be consid- 
ered a duty according to the definition given 
by the Senator from Wisconsin, that an assign- 
ment to duty necessarily meant military duty ? 
Would that embrace their acting as professors 
of colleges ? 

Mr. CARPENTER. I think it would em- 
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tor feom Wisconsin modifies his amendment 
It will be reported, as modified. r 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment, ag 
modified, as follows : 

And be it further enacted, That an act of C 3 
approved January 21, 1870, entitled *' An act rela 
to retired officers of the Army,” bo, and the ENNS 
hereby ia, repealed; and any retired officers may ho 
assigned to any duty, except servico with troops, and 
may be detailed to serve as professors in colleges: 
but while so serving shall bo allowed no additional 
compensation except actual expenses and mileage 
provided by law. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts refers me to section twenty-one; and 
instead of curing it, I fear it only confirms the 
evil. The pay to a retired officer is nothing but 
a pension. It is an addition to the pension. list, 

ír. WILSON. A retired officer may hold 
an office now. General Sickles, our minister 


| to Spain, is a retired officer of the Army. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I asked a member of the 


| Committee on Military A ffairs distinctly if there 


was any law forbidding the holding of civil 
office by a retired Army officer, and he said 
there were several such laws. 

- Mr. WILSON. This billas it came from the 
House of Representatives provided that no 
Army officer should hold any civil office. In 


| the twenty-first section of our amendment we 
' have so modified that provision as to say that 
no officer of the Army on the active list shall 


: ence. 


brace any duty which the Secretary of War is |: 
now authorized to assign an Army officer to 


except with rope 
Mr. TRUMBULL. He cannot do this except 
It is hardly 


rofessorships. 
Mr. CARPENTER. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It seems to me it might 
be questionable whether that is a military duty, 
technically. : 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


an opinion about it; but it is not here now, ', from Ohio proposes to add to the amendment 


of the Senator from Wisconsin: 
And all laws or parts of laws prohibiting retired 


| officers of the Army to hold civil offices aro -hereby | 


Mr. THAYER. I shall oppose the amend- |, 
ment of the Senator if these retired officers | 
will be permitted to be assigned to any civil 


repealed. 
The question, however, is on the amendment 


‘ of the Senator from Wisconsin. 


‘Certainly. a 


Mr. SHERMAN. I propose to add my | 


amendment to that. . 
Mr. WILSON. I will say to the Senator 


i from Ohio that we have taken care of that 
The amendment of the committee | 
provides that any officers on the active list | 
| is any such thing as assigning a military officer 


shall not hold civil: offices, but Army officers 


who have been retired may hold civil offices. | 


Mr. SHERMAN. Where is that? 

Mr. WILSON. In the twenty-first section 
of our amendment. I will say to the Senator 
from Wisconsin that the provision of law he 
desires now to modify was passed a few months 

©. Ithad been passed in the House a long 
while ago, but was not agreed to here until it 
was pressed from the highest quarters and with 
the greatest vigor. Ido not believe in it; I 
did not then and do not now. I am willing 
to see this amendment adopted. I think some 
of these retired officers can sit on courts-mar- 
tial; I think they can sit on boards of inquiry ; 
they can be at the head of the soldiers’ homes ; 
they can do duty in the colleges; they can 
perform anything of s military nature except 
service with troops; and there is no reason in: 
the world why they should not be allowed to 
be so detailed, I like this amendment. : 

.. Mr. CARPENTER. I will modify theamend- 
ment I offered, as suggested by the Senator 
from Illinois, by adding after the word ‘‘troops’’ 
the words ‘and may be detailed to serve as 
professors in colleges.” 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 


hold any civil office, so that Army officers on 
the retired list may hold appointments or may 
be elected to office. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is only by infer- 
I will not press my amendment to this 
amendment; but section twenty-one reads as 


follows: 


| Vacated 


That it shalt not be lawful for'any officer of the 


| Army of the United Statos on the active list to hold 
i any civil ames whether by election or appointment, 
_ college I | and any such officer accepting or exercising tho func- 
x I think it is desirable that | ir 
‘| retired officers should be permitted to be detailed 
' or assigned to those 


tions of a civil office shall at once cease to be an 
officer of the Army, and his commission shall be 
thereby. 

That is right. An officer on the active list 
owes his whole time to the Government; but 
an officer on the retired list is a pensioner, 
retired for good cause with a higher pension 
than is provided by law in other cases, and I 
think there ought to be an amendment to that 
section providing expressly that no provision 
of law shall be construed to prohibit retired 
officers from holding a civil position. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The. ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Sen: 


l! ator from Wisconsin, [Mr. CARPENTER] 


Mr. THAYER. Iask the Senator from Wis- 
consin if under his amendment retired officers 


‘| may not be assigned to the performance of the 


duties of any civil office, as, for instance, super- 
intendent of Indian affairs or Indian agent? 
Mr. CARPENTER. I do not think there 


to perform the functions of a civil office. If 
the Senator means to inquire whether a retired 
officer may be appointed by the President to a 
civil office, that 1s another question, and is cer- 
tainly not provided for by thisamendment. This 
simply authorizes the Secretary of War, or the 
proper superior, to assign a retired officer to the 
performance of some military duty.: It can- 
not be anything else, because there is no such 
thing-as assigning an Army officer to be a 
judge of the Supreme Court, or assigning him 
to be a postmaster or an Indian agent or an 
assessor of internal revenue, or anything else. 
-Mr. THAYER. That has been done, and 

is done to-day. - ` 

Mr. CARPENTER. I guess not. 
_ Mr. THAYER. Supernumerary officers are 
assigned. : A 

Mr. CARPENTER. Supernumerary officers 
may be appointed to civil offices. 
- Mr.T AYER, They are assigned to them. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that we sball 
pass a law which will prohibit the holding of 
civil offices by military officers; and I would 
like to know of the Senator from Ohio if he 18 
in favor of having General Butterfield holding 
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the office of sub-Treasurer in the city of New 
York and at the same time an officer of the 


Army? : 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am opposed to any- 
body on the active list holding any civil office ; 
but I should like to put a question to the Sen- 
ator. Take the case of General Fessenden, a ! 
one-legged soldier, who lost his leg in the ser- i| 
vice and is now on our retired list. Would |: 
you deny to him the right to hold the office of | 
mayor of Portland, a thing which I noticed |; 
with surprise? I have now in my eye an officer `! 
of the highest credit and rank, who lostalmost | 
his life in the service of the country, who is |! 
now breathing through one lung, who would 
be honored by the people of Ohio with any 
office he would accept; would he be denied | 
the right to hold some subordinate place, say 
that of postmaster, merely because he was 
wounded in the service of his country? It 
seems to me revolting. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I supposethat we must - 
make our Jaws of a general character. It is 
possible that the Senator from Ohio may be 
able to adduce instances where he thinks it 
would be very proper for a retired officer to 
hold some civil office. Ido not suppose the 
law prevents such an officer from holding an 
office under State authority. Ifthe people of . 
Portland think proper to elect General Fes- 
senden a justice of the peace or mayor I do 
not know that the bill as it passed the House 
would cover his case at all. I suppose it is 
confined to offices under the United States. 
I have not the bill before me at this time, but 
I presume that to be the case. | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That would be the legal | 
effect, of course. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That would be thelegal | 
effect unless the law were worded so as to pre- | 
vent his holding a State office. But the diff- | 
culty will be that if you allow officers upon the |: 
retired list to hold civil offices the law will be | 
evaded. Persons will be placed on the retired '! 
list for the purpose of giving them appoint- | 
ments in the civil service. I think that this 
Government is a civil government. It should 
be administered by civilians. The Army itself | 
is subject to the civil. authorities of the coun- ` 
try; and I do not believe in having the civil , 
otlices of the country administered by the mili- || 
tary authorities, and therefore I am in favor | 
of this twenty-first section, ‘‘ that it shall not |! 
be lawful for any officer of the Army of the 
United States on the active list to hold any 
civil office; and I would strike out the words 
“on the active list” and say ‘‘it shall not be 
lawful for any officer of the Army of the Uni- 
ted States to hold any civil office,” except, if | 
you think proper so to provide, or if you think | 
it necessary, that retired officers might be 
assigned to duty perhaps in the Indian service; 
and I think they could be under the provision 
of the amendment of the Senator from Wis- 


consin. ; 
? Mr. WILLIAMS. I object to that excep- 
ion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Perhaps it is not best 
to have the exception, and then you might pro- 
vide, perhaps, that this should not apply to 
State officers. But, in my judgment, for the 
general good of this country, and as a general 
rale, the exclusion should be absolute; and if 
persons wish to hold civil offices under this 
Government let ‘them give up their military 
positions. . 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin concludes 
with a provision that the retired officer who 
May be assigned to duty shall not thereby have 
any increase of pay over that which belongs to 
a retired officer. Now, sir, it seems to me that 
by addimg that to the provision he takes away 
from it any benefit to accrue to the retired 
officer, OF what advantage is it to a retired 
officer to be assigned to active duty when he 
gets nothing more for it? The precise hard- 
ship in the cage is that certain officers have 


- tainly vote for it. 


` this plea. 
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families to. support, who are quite capable of 
performing active duty, and who desire to re- 
turn to active duty that they may get the salary 
that belongs to an officer on active duty. 

I will call the attention of the chairman of 
the committee to one case. Dr. McDougall, 
one of the oldest surgeonsin the Army, nearly 
sixty-four years of age, was retired, I believe, 
in 1866, one of the most eminent men in the 
profession in the Army, of fine physical and 
mental vigor, as strong intellectually as he ever 
was. He bas a large family and is a poor man, 


i and he has been seeking in various ways to be 


restored to the active list and put on active 


: duty that he may get the salary of an officer in 
' the active list. 


] His pay as a retired officer is 
not sufficient for him. 


I have referred, because if the officer is able 


I am in fovor of this '' 
; amendment, striking out that part of it to which 


the lists with all the rest of us and hold office 
either by election or appointment. It seems 
to me that the fear is an idle one; that there 
is no reason for this exclusion—— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does the Senator from 


; Ohio wish to know why a retired officer can- 


not be a member of the Senate or the House? 
He has asked that question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There may be some pro- 
hibition of the Constitution. ` 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Do you not suppose 
there was a reason for it in the Constitution? 


: The Constitution says that no person holding 


any office under the United States shall be a 


| member of either House of Congress. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Idoubtvery much whether 
a retired officer is an officer of the Army within 


' the meaning of the Constitution of the United 


1 


to perform active duty, why not give him the `. 


pay? Will not the Senator consent to amend it? 
Indiana moves that amendment I shall cer- 


simply to state that I would of course prefer 
the section as he suggests it. Iput it, how- 
ever, in this form at the suggestion of several 
retired officers who happened to be my per- 
sonal friends and acquaintances, and who make 
It is not so much with them a mat- 
ter of dollars and cents as it is the indignity 
that seems to be put upon them by the act 
which my amendment repeals. They smart 
under that more than they do under the loss 
of service and of the additional pay. If the 
Senator will move the amendment he suggests 
I certainly will vote for it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is not in order now. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Whenever it is in 
order, then? 


Mr. MORTON. Iwill move an amendment, ` 


to strike off that part of the proposition. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not in order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an 
amendment to an amendment now pending. 


! States. 


The Senator himself says that that 
provision only applies toa member of the Sen- 


` ate or a member of the House of Represent- 
Mr. CARPENTER. If the Senator from | 


I desire in this connection .. 
: election. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 1 ask the indulgence of ‘, 
the Senate to reply very briefly to one or two ` 
oints made by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. , 


LRUMBULL.] Whatis the condition of a retired 
officer? He is simply an officer who has per- 
formed his duty well, who is discharged by the 
United States as no Jonger needed in the mil- 
itary service of the country. In consideration 
of his services heis allowed a small sum amount- 
ing to from seventy-five to one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars a month. Now, such an 
officer as this is forbidden by law, I am told, 


! to hold a civil office, either by election or ap- 


pointment ; and thus is condemned to poverty 
all the rest of his life, merely because he once 
rendered good service to the United States of 
America, 


Is there justice in that? Is there any equity | 
in it? Is there any reason in it? Why cannot . 


such an officer hold a seat in the Senate of the 
United States? Why is he notas worthy to hold 
a seat here, if he is a man of equal ability, as 


anybody else? Why should he not hold a seat | 


inthe House of Representatives, as a member 
of that House, if he is elected by his neighbors 
who knowhim? Whyshouldhe not hold any 
appointment? Should the fact that he has ren- 


dered military service and received this reward | 


of merit, asmall pension, preventhim? Would 
you vote fora law that would prevent a military 
pensioner from holding any office of trust or 
honor? Certainly not. There is no ground forit; 
and the whole basis ofthis opposition to retired 
officers holding offices under the Governmentis 
a vague idea that the people of the United States 
have something to fear from military men, or 
men who have served in the Army. I thought 
we had outlived that absurd idea. That is the 
whole of it; that because a man has served in 
the Army, has been an Army officer, and is 
called an Army officer, but is on the retired 
list, discharged from the military service, no 
longer necessary for service, therefore he is 


been retired who are poor man, who hava large |i urfi to perform aivil duty; he cannot enter 


‘in the legislative power. 


atives. The framers of the Constitution never 
forbadea man who had rendered military service 
from holding any other office by appointment or 
There may be reasons whya retired 
officer or an officer,of the Army, especially 


' while an officer, and bound by law to obey a 
superior, should not hold a seat here in a co- 
' ordinate branch of the Government; but those 
| reasons do not apply to a person who is on 


the retired list, a soldier of honor, no longer 
in your military service, and no longer subject 
to orders. A retired officer cannot be ordered. 
into the field by the President, cannot be or- 
dered to perform the simplest duty of an officer; 
he is retired by law. The reason of that pro- 
hibition was founded upon the military right 
of the President of the United States to order 
an officer of the Army, and therefore he can- 


| not be a Senator or a Representative, because 


the Senator and the Representative, in theory 
at least, must be independent and above the 
power of the President. But, sir, that reason- 
ing does not apply to an administrative officer, 
nor does the language of the Constitution 
forbid a retired officer from holding any civil 
employment conferred upon him by anybody 
in the various walks of life except only to share 
The Constitution 


_thought proper to guard the Senator and the 


Representative from executive influence. 
Mr. President, when I saw in the newspapers 
that objection was made, for instance, to Gen- 


| eral Sickles, a retired officer with one leg, hold- 
_ ing a civil office, even abroad, and that objec- 


‘| tion was made that General Fessenden, another 


wounded officer, could not be mayor of his 
native town, and when objection was made 
that retired officers in my own State could not 
hold the office of postmaster because, forsooth, 
they had served inthe Army and were still on 
the retired list as pensioners, (because that is 
all there is of it,} it seemed to me shocking, 
and that any such prohibition ought to be 
repealed. I was here when this retired list 
was first organized. It was simply organized 
as a mode of increasing the pensions of mili- 
tary officers, and the retired list was limited 
carefully in number, both of the Army and 


Navy, to a certain limited proportion of the 


officers, and it was a means of increasing. the 
pension of those officers. It was a reward of 
merit, a mark of honor. That was all there 
was of it. There are now one hundred and 
seventy——— i 

Mr. WILSON. 
hundred. . l y 

Mr. SHERMAN. I remember when the 
papounoi was first made to form this retired 
i 


This bill provides for three 


list it was stated that. there were officers in the 


Army and Navy who were unable to discharge 
their duties; but they had their offices for life 
and they could not be turned out, and the Army 
became inefficient. because these brave men, 
old men, many of them at that time—it was 
before the war—were unfit to discharge mili- 
tary duty. It was proposed, in order to reju- 
venate the Army and Navy to some extent, to 
form this veteran reserve corps, if I may so 
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call it. To retire them with an ordinary pen- 
sion would have given too small an amouat to 
furnish them with bread ; and therefore it was 
that this retired list was devised as a mode of 


increasing the pension of these meritorious ' 


oiliicers, inducing them to go on the retired list 
if they had arrived at acertain age and receive 
a small pension, I think one balt of their pay 
proper. That, I believe, amounted to some fifty 
or sixty or seventy dollars a month, barely 
enough to keep body and soul together. s3 

Now, ehall this pension conferred on them 

revent them from holding any office from.an 
idle fear that it may introduce into the coun- 
cils of this country military influence and mil- 
itary power? Why, sir, it is idle. 1 bope, 
therefore, that in some {orm or other we shall 
repeal or abolish all laws which prevent these 
retired oflicers from holdingany office of honor, 
trust, or profit. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I should 
have imagined that my friend from Ohio be- 
longed to the regulars, as the saying is. We 
do not retire volunteer officers; I believe they 
are turned out ot the Army. It is only the 
regulara for whom this double pension is pro- 


vided. Every man who is retired belongs to | 


the regular Army. 


Mr. SHERMAN, I know; but they were ` 


volunteer officers. ; 


Mr; EDMUNDS. Certainly; everybody is . 


a volunteer officer. You.do not draft officers 
for the regular Army or any other army that 
ever I heard of. They belong to the regular 


Arwy, to the regular establishment, and they : 


are the special objects of the favor of the Gov- 
ernment, as my friend saya, giving them a 


greater pensian than their brethren who have ` 


been retired altogether from the Army receive. 
They are put upoa a better footing; they are 
small in number; they are high in merit, no 


doubt; but yet, for every retired officer that 


-my friend is so aaxious to give an opportunity 
to grab up every post office in the country that 
is found inva given town there will be around 
him twenty men who.are just as brave as he, 
who have served just as long as he, who ia 
„every respect are just as. deserving as he, who 
-do not get one fourth the pay that he does from 
the Government now; that is to say, they are 
on the pension list, and, as my friend from 
.New York suggests, they never did get as mach 
pay when in active service. Where is the use 
.in-ẹ republican country, where office is free to 
-all who ean: get it, ia undestaking to. say. that 
-a particular class, whe get higher pensions 
than anybody else, shall held two offices at a 
time, to the exclusion of thé. other class, who 
only get half pension and do not. hold any 
olee? That ia the point.. : : 


Mr. SHERMAN... I simply sey there ig ne 


reason for preventing them from holdisg any | 


office the people may choose to eleet them or 
the President mpy choose to appoint them to, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Exactly ;. that is to say, 
we provide by an act of Congress to authorize 


a class of the fayorites of the Government, whe | 


are small in number, to hold two offices, while 


there are a. number of soldiers who are just | 


as deserving and just 4g brava, not half as well 


paid, and they all around hem go to starve! | 


hat is the proposition. - Now I speak for the 
great mass:of the officers of the Army who are 
mustered. out, who fill up every town and: vil- 
lage—intelligent, deserving men——on starva- 
tion:pensions, Lf‘offiees are to be given; as 
they ought to be, to the military who- havy¢ 
again become citizers let the civil ‘offices be 
given to them, as they are now civilians:. They 
need them. It costs as much to feed their 
families and to sapport them as it does an 
officer who is still in the regular Army on the 
retired list, who now gets twice the pay the 


pension of the other amounts to. Therefore | 


it is an act of justice to provide that in the 
distribution of these favors, this patronage of 
the Government, among the soldiers of the 
‘Republic, no one soldier should receive two 
pensions while any of-his younger and desery- 


tng fellows receive none. 
sition. é 

Mr. THAYER. I had supposed that this 
Government was founded upon the idea that 
it was a Government of the people, that the 
military were subordinate to the civil authority. 


This is the propo: 


_I certainly have always understood the idea | 


` and the system of Government to be that the 
i military should be kept entirely distinct from 
and under the control of the civil department, 
' and I trust the day is far distant when these 


‘| two branches of the Government shall be com- | 


: mingled, when the officers, civil and military, 


| Sir, if you once commence in this course of 
|| allowing Army officers to hold civil offices, who 


| can tell where it may end? And here let me | 
‘| say to my friend from Ohio that a retired ofti- | 


| cer is just as much an officer of the Army in 
' one peuse as if he were on the active list, for 


he holds a commission from the United States. | 
He is an officer of the | 


| . Mr, CONKLING.,. 
| Army in every legal sense. 

Mr. THAYER. He is jn every legal sense 
an officer of the United States. A 

. Mr. TRUMBULL. Allow. me to suggest 


retired officers may be ordered into active ser- 


vice. i . 5 

Mr. THAYER. Yes, sir; and hence I am 
opposed to their holding civil.offices.. These 
retired Army officersare commissioned officers. 
There has been some experience in the appoint- 
ment or assignment of officers of the Army to 
' civil and diplomatic positions, and I think it 
should cease. If you permit these officers to 
hold civil offices, to be. postmasters, marshals, 
, Indian agents, the next step will be to elect 
. them to the Senate or House of Representa- 
_ tives. Where will.you draw the line?. How 
' can you make a. distinction? I say it is the 


| 
i 


1 
| 


that the bill as now amended on the motion || 
of the Senator from Wisconsin. provides that | 


Mr. WILSON. <Any Army officer may 
accept an office here at home. 

Mr. SAWYER. Under a State? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes, or under the Govern- 


| ment; but he cannot hold an office as foreign 


minister or consul, 
Mr. CONKLING. There is another statute 


i that the Senator from Massachusetts has over- 


looked. 
' Mr. SUMNER. There is a section of an 


| appropriation bill-———. 


Mr. WILSON. Applying to foreign ap- 


| pointments. 
| shall be. blended together, or when military ` 
: officers shall sit in either House of Congress. | 


Mr. SUMNER. Yes. 
“Mr. WILSON. The construction in regard 


| ta General Sickles I understand to be that he 


was a retired officer, and it was thought he did 
not come exactly underthestatute. twill be 
remembered that General Butterfigd, who was 


| the colonel of a regiment, was appointed sub- 


Treasurer at New York. 

:Mr. ANTHONY. Was that legal? 
. Mr. WILSON. It was legal as far as I know; 
I know nothing to the contrary. But I think 


| it was a great mistake in every sense of the 


word. I ask that the exact amendment pend- 
ing be stated. i 

. Tha PRESIDING OBFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom 
Wisconsin, [Mr. CARPENTER. ] 


' Mr.WILSON. I desire to suggest an amend- 


ment to the Senator from Wisconsin, to insert 
after the word ‘“ may” the words ‘‘on his 


‘own application,” so that an officer retired 


| duty of Congress to stop: the. system in the 
ji 


| 
| 


beginning, and not wait until the attempt.1s 
made to bring military, officers into! the legis- 
lative halls of Congress. My objection ig not 
against these officers as:men, for they are hon- 


orable, high-minded gentlemen, but against the 

system of uniting a civil and military office in 
‘| the same person, :: 
| © Sir, in the course-of this debate we have 


i heard a great deal about the wrong and injus- . 


i full pay, or-a-year aad a-half’s full pay. . Do 
! Senators recall to mind..the fact that: there 
are thousands and. thousands of valunteers who 
|| served gallantly, whe met danger in the front, 
|| who host: both legs or both arms or both eyss, 
and yet get but a pitiful pittance from the Got- 
i| ernment of twenty dollars a month? -Where is 
| the justice of the United States on this ques 
| tion? A soldier who had both legs shato#, or 
! both arms or both eyes destsoyed in the service, 
| gets but the contemptible sum of twenty dollars 
i| a month as a-compensation for such a fearful 
‘| Josa! Where is yonr indiguation in-regard to 
i the injustice ef this Government? | Sir, it is 
| $ime that we began to think of equalizing jas- 
|| tice among all instead of giving utterance to 
i| our indignation ead our- denunciations upon 
ii this proposition -to reduce the supernumerary 
‘| officers of the Army. = Para 
Mr. ANTHONY. | I wish to ask 8 question 
of the chairman of the Committee on Military 
| Affairs or of some of the lawyers who are dis- 
i cussing this bill. 


| eral Fessenden cannot? 
two constructions to the law. -> a 
li Mr. WILSON. I will answer 
an office. according to the existing law and 
General. Fessenden. can. 
abont it. a _ 

.: Mr. HAMLIN. ‘The practical fact is-just 


the other way. ` 


I ask how it can be that | 
General Sickles can accept an office and Gen- | 
There seem to he | 
the Senator | 
by saying that General Sickles cannot aecept | 


` That is the trath | 


tice done to. the officers of the Army retired on | 
seventy-five per cent. of. their pay, and to those © 
who go out with a year’s full pay, or-two-years’ | 
l to those. around hint:to know whether: there 


may. on his own application accept these places, 
but shall not be forced to accept them and 
receive no more compensation, becauseit might 
cost him several hundred dollars. 

Mr. CARPENTER. That is right. I will 
accept the modification. . 

Mr. THAYER. Now, I ask the Senator 
from. Wisconsin if he will accept this amend- 
ment, to insert the: word “ military ’’ ‘before 
s duty,” so as to read: ‘assigned to military 

y? ibr ` Ca D WARTI AT 
Mx. CARPENTER. >. J-understand that -he 
cannot ‘be assigned to-any but military duty. 
If anybody thinks he can I have: no objeetion 
to inserting the word ‘‘ military.” > == peo : 

Mr. THAYER. It will: be more specific: ' 

. Mr: WARNER. ‘There cannot be any ques- 
tion ‘about that. - S o 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 

ment will be so:modified. = BEN ss 
. Mri OONKLING:::Mr.: President, the Sen- 
ator from ‘Ohio a:few moments ago appealed 


were statutes standing ia tha way of officers-of 
the Army holding civil offices. ‘I. was one' of 
those who’ answered in the affirmative and who 


| helped ‘to mislead him, if in truth such statutes 
` do not-exist.:: Ihave before me one provision 
‘to which reference may be made; it touches 


| ted. States who shall, after the passage 
n 


eońsular: ang: diplomatic appointments; and 
when it is read perhaps Senators will: be. ro 


‘better: able than: they are nów td understand 


how some things have occurred in recent his- 
tory. It pratidess= i fe 
“That any officer of the, Army or Navy df the Uui- 
e ; of this act, 
accept or hold any appointment in the diplomatic 
or consulat service of the Government, shall be eon- 
sidered.as having resigned his said office; and the 
place held by. him in the military or paval service 
shall be deemed and taken to be vacant, and shall 


! ‘be filted in the same manner as if the said officer had 


resigned the game.” ; 

This is one of geveral provisions which su- 
thorized those who answered the Senator from 
Ohio to say that there are statutes prohibiting 
officers of the Army from holding civil trusts. 
‘How does the Senator from ‘Ohio encounter 
these statutes;. how does -he encounter the 
Constitution: of tha United States? By avery 
convenient method, a very effectual one,:if he 
is right in: one fact.. He says retired officers 
are not officers of the Army; and therefore 
the reasons. which led. our fathers to interpose 
in the Constitution, and which have led their 
descendants to inscribe these provisions on the 
statite-book; do not apply: -4 s Pise 


FY 
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I submit that: the Senator is wrong, not only 
in law, but in philosophy. He said; among 
other things, that the Paneication prohibited 
military officers merely from coming into Con- 
gress. He will see that no distinction is made, 
however, between retired officers and other offi- 
cers. But he says the objection does not apply 
to retired officers at all.. Why not? Because, 
he says, they are not liable to orders. ` What 
statute says that? Do any of the rules or arti- 


rior officer or speaks disrespectfully of him, is 
he to be tried:as I should be tried, by a jury of 
his peers; or is he to be tried under the Rules 
and Articles of War by a military courf—a courta 
martial? That is the teat which the Constitu- 
tion applies, because:unless he be an officer of 
the Army heis to be tried by the instrament- 
ality of civil j urisdiction. ee Breet = 

Thus we see, without further tests, that these 
men, one and ali, holding, as the Senator from 
Nebraska says, commissions as officers, are 
officers of the Army. ‘Then I should like to 
know how we are to experiment with the Con- 
stitution and trifle with the statutes, and say 
that a military officer, by being retired, may be 
a Senator and atthe same time an officer of the 
Army, or, extending the reasoning, that he may 


hold other offices ? r 


l submit that for reasons referred to by the 
Senator from Vermont—and he did not refer 


to them all—and for other. sach, itis pomore | 


than fair that a man.who is in the.active. ser- 
vice and enjoys all its pay and: emoluments 
shall be deemed and taken to have elected the 
sphere of life and opportunity which he will 
enjoy; and that:& man: who remains on the 
retired list receiving seventy-five pet. cent., 
three quarters of the full pay and emoliments 
as provided by the very bill before'us, ‘shall be 
deemed and taken to have elected the sphere 


in which: he will enjoy the benefits which are | 


extended to him; and so far from there: being 
injustice in it, despite the civil ineligibility, I 
submit that there is not in history, there is not 
bince the morning of time an instance in ‘which 


any Government has treated so liberally, s0 |- 


generously, 80 well the men who espouse the 
military profession as: this very Government 
of ours. ` ae oe a ut 

Mr. President; I have been ‘led .to say thas 
much, because we all know that one:of the 
problems of the world, one ofthe dsfieuls 
riddles for mankind to guess, is ‘the mode, 
after a great war, of disbanding a great army; 
not the mode. of ‘putting on shoulder straps; 
but the mode of taking them off. Nothing is 
easier, nothing certainly: in declamation and 
appeal, if:not in argoment, than'to marshal 


imposing eousiderations before the puble, and | 


before a body like this, against every proposi 

tion to-cat down te a peace establishment a 

army larger than we: need pand especially sò 
when we have emerged from a war in which 
ell: branches of. the Army: hava. covered them- 
selves with imperishable: renown. : Any man 
who: can declaim atall can so declaim as to 
suggest objections, to suggest great: reluctance 
in doing such a work. Nevertheless sacha 
work behooves us; and sach a work I aim:glad 
te know—I was glad last evening to know from 
a distinguished officer of the Army whom you 


well know, whom the war found a captain and | 
left a general fearfully muatilated—I was glad | 


to know from him that not ouly he but ‘his 
companionein:arms as:a rule, net. merely. 
receive with acquiescence and composure -the 
améndment feported by the chairman of the 
Military Committee, but think in conviction 
and in: feeling that that amendment is right, 
and that-the Senate ought to adopt it, 

-. Me. CRAGIN. Mr. President, I have only 
a word or two to say. Some time ago my 
attention was called.to the provision of the. bill 
in. relation to rfetiréd officers, denying to them 
she sight to hold any office. under the Govern- 
ment, and it struck me then as singular. I 
shall-wdt attempt to drgue the constitutional 


question involved ; but it seems to me to be 
unnecessary to say to these few men—one bun- 
| dred and seventy I think the chairman of the 
committee says—that they shall not be eligible 


to any office to which the people may choose, 


| to elect them. There are one hundred and 
seventy of them; about four and a half men 
| for each of the States of the Union! And yet 
the Senator from Vermont holds up here the 


lantly and nobly during the late war, and seeks 
- to convey the idea that they would be left to 
i: starve in consequence of these few men having 
| the right to hold office equally with them. 

It is not long, Mr. President, since there was 


if he held an office under the Government, 
| during the time he held that office should be 
|| deprived of his pension, and he was obliged 
i| to swear every time he drew his pension that 
, he did not hold any office under the Govern- 
' ment. 

change that law, and the pensioner now can 

hold an office under the Government. I do 


not suppose that one in fifty of these men will ` 


ever be elected or appointed to office; but to 


|| their sensibility, to disfranchise them, and to 


say to them that they are not equal to their | 
If there is not a constitutional | 


objection insuperable to this being done Í hope 
this provision and bill will not be adopted. 
Mr. WARNER.. Mr. President, I agreo 
| entirely with the Senator from New York that 
: it is very easy to declaim in regard to the mer- 
its of our soldiers. ‘lhe Senator himself is 
never so eloquent, his periods are never so 


j 
| fellow-men. 
| 
| 


impressive as when he is talking of the glori- 


patriot, the feelings that:come to the heart of 


` of the-heroid¢. 
well served by its soldiers. That feeling which 
stirs eloquence in the.souls of men is caused 
by heroic deeds. i l 


ti 
li 
ii 


‘| the soldiers have -been :far more generous to 


q | their country than the country has:beer to the , 


goldiers. : The eonntry‘has not paid and eannot 
pay its soldiers; and: when we held up-here 
the pensions: given to the one-armed and the 
armless and the eyeless men whom the Sena- 
tor from: Nébraska talks about and speak of 
them as specimens of generosity, we make a 
sad: mistake. : i i 


whether these one hundred: and seventy men 


been retired because-of physical disability, sball 


offices. 


not. 
is no feeling of animosity between the volanteer 
soldiers. and the regular soldiers. We were 
under the:same flag together. Most of those 
who are regulars now: were volunteers once. 
We were id a:common:cause; and there is no 
feeling of animosity between them. These re- 
tired officers are mere ‘pensioners of the Gov- 
ernment: It would be: just as: monstrous a 
proposition to my mind :to prohibit the pèn- 
sioners of the Government—your one-armed 
mes—from holding a civil office as to apply 
sueh‘a prohibition to these.men who are sim- 
ply pensioners in-another form. 
eeive a more monstrous proposition, or gne 
whichis better calculated. to wound deeply the 
hearts: of: brave men, than for the:country. to 


say that because of wounds and disability-in- ` 


cnvred in the service of their country, and be- 
exuse they:are receiving a pension in the way 


t e \ great army of soldiers who have fought so gal- | 
cles of war say it? Let me ask the honorable :: 
Senator, suppose one of them strikes a supe: | 


© a law upon our statute-book that a pensioner, | 


But Congress in its wisdom saw fit to » 


say to them that they are ineligible is to wound ° 


full and rounded, and: his manner‘is never so | - 


ous record of our Army; and it is because he © 
speaks forth the natural-emotions of every ` 


every friend of his country and of every lover ` 
y y y ; 
It is because our country was ' 


We hear a great deat said about the gen» , 
‘| erosity of this Government-to its soldiers. Sir, | 


-. Now, sit, what is the: question here? It is | 
who have done distinguished service, whohave | 


be by law prohibited from holding petty eivil | 
I can:tell the honorable Senator from | 
Vermont that I do not think he echoes the sea- | 
timentof the soldiers of Vermont when he says | 
that they.ask. that any class of their fellow-sol- : 
diers shall be debarred by law from holding | 
any petty office, whether they be pénsioners or | 
And I can say to him further: that there : 


I cannot: con | 


a 


| of partial pay from the Government, therefore 
i the ban of the Government is to be put upon 
them and they are to be told that they are unfit 
‘ to hold any office in their country. 

© Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask my 
© friend from Alabama a question before he sits 
' down, As he speaks of partial pay, l ask him 
© what the pay of a retired officer is by existing 
“ta 


w? 
Mr. WARNER. I think seventy-five per 
: cent. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The statute which is be- 
fore me reads, I will inform my friend, that he 
, te have his full pay proper and four rations 
a day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The “pay proper’’ of an 
officer is scarcely one half of the regular pay 
and allowances. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. “ Pay proper’? is the pay 
of the officer; but a retired officer does not get 
all the allowances for horses, equipages, and 
quartermaster stores, &c., nor allowances for 
_ his responsibility in having charge of public 
money. ‘That is true. 

Mr. WARNER. The pay of an officer is 
the money he gets in his pocket; and what 
is called the ‘“‘ pay proper” technically, his 
| monthly pay, is about half what he gets. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How much is it fora 
colonel? 

Mr. WARNER, 

Mr. WILSON. 
‘amendment now 
reach a vote on it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
i on the amendment of the Senator trom Wis- 
` consin, [ Mr. CARPENTER. ] 

Mr. MORTON. Is it in order to move an 

amendment to that? 
= The VICE PRESIDENT. No; this is now 
an amendment to an amendment. The sub- 
_ stitute proposed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs is an amendment to the House bill; 
and this is an amendment to that amendment. 
: After it shall be agreed to it will be in order 
‘to add to it; or if it shall be disagreed to 
another amendment will be in order. The 
question is on the amendment of the Senator 
from Wisconsin to the amendment. 
. The ‘amendment to the amendment was 

agreed to. Stee ps te 
t Mr. MORTON. `I offer the following as an 
addition to the. amendment just adopted :, 
` Provided, That the foregoing limitation as to. pay 
shall not apply to retired officers who were rétired 
not upon their own application and whe have peen 


I cannot tell. 
I should Jike to have the 
pending stated. I wish to 


j 
| 


assigned to active duty. a 


|: Me. WILSON. The officers 


are rotired gen- 
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increase of papy.: © ae ae a: 
Mr. MORTON. - I thoaght that modification 


i 
ii 


| Me. WILSON. ‘Noj this’ applies to- alt re- 
i! tired officers. Ithinkthesection as now adopted 
‘is right äs it stands. > S PES ee 

1 -© Mr. MORTON. I desireto reach this pomt: 
ii that whete an officer has been retired not upon 
: hid own ‘application, and is assigned to active 
; duty, he shall have the pay of an officer on 
; the active list. That isa matter of simple 
i, justice. That covers the case. The Senator 
| himself had a bill to cover the case of Dr. 
i McDougall. TE S. 
<- Mr. EDMUNDS. -I think that is right. 

| . Mr. MORTON, Itis simply a matter of 
‘| justice = o o : 
Mr. WILSON. -I will say to the Senator 
that probably. nineteen twentieths of the offi- 
i! cers who are on the retired list were retired 
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not on their own application, but were retired 
by the volition of the Government. An exist- 
ing law provides that these men shall not be 
employed at all, and they are not employed. 
These officers are now unemployed. Now, it 
is proposed to take off that disability. We 


have just adopted the amendment proposed . 


by the Senator feom Wisconsin to take off 
that disability, so that retired officers on their 
own application can be assigned to certain 
duties. They cannot command troops, but 
can sit on courts-martial, and act in colleges, 
and sit upon boards, and be at the head of 
soldiers’ homes, on their own application, but 
without any increase of expense to the Govern- 
ment. .Some of these officers would like to 
have. some employment: at any rate, they feel 
„tbe disability, and we have provided that they 
cannot increase their pay; but if this amend- 
ment be adopted it will increase the ex- 
pense, and it seems to me it ought not to be 
adopted. re 
r. MORTON. If these retired officers are 

assigned to and perform the duties of officers 
on the active list, and take their places, is 
there any justice in saying that they shall not 
have the same compensation ? l l 

Mr. WILLIAMS. They ought to have it. 

Mr. MORTON... Certainly; it is a mere 
matter of justice. ; 

Mr. WILSON.. If that is going tọ be the 
case, I must say to the Senate L shall resist 
allowing them to go on duty at all. It seems 
to me that we shall have officers enough in the 
Army. on the active list to: do nearly gll these 
duties. There may besome little thing in which 
some few of these officers might be employed ; 


but we shall have enough Army officers to do |i 


these duties without adding this additional ex- 


pense to the Government. ` Ít may be, then, that | 


nearly all these officers will be assigned and 
have the same pay as though they. were ont 
active list.: 5 eit ae : ; 
Mr. MORTON. I want to refer to a single 
case that gives rise to this. In 1865 or- 1866 
Dr: McDougall, of the medical department of 
the Army, was. retired by an intrigue. Iam 
authorized to say that it was by an intrigue. 
It was a matter of great injustice to him, one 
of the ablest men in the Army, who had ren- 
dered distinguished service in the Army—lI pre- 
sume no. man stood higher—still in tbe very 
vigor of his life, physically and intellectually, 
and now only sixty-five years old. But he has 
lived. entirely on his pay, and is a poor man 
with a large family. He desires to be restored 
to the active list, first, because he wants to have 
something to-do; and second, because he abso- 
lutely requires the pay. This ia the case that 
I have in view. -A bill passed the House, I 
believe, without. opposition,-to authorize him 
to he. restored to the ‘active list. Now, where 
ever there is a case- where a retired officer can 
perform the duty of an-officer on the active 
list, and he does perform that duty, is‘there 
any principle of justice that would prevent him 
from receiving the pay of an officer.-on the 
active list? 1t is no faver to authorize a retired 
officer to perform the duty of an active officer, 
and yet..enly get the pay of a: retired officer. 
Very, few-of them. wili want, to do that. -> 
Mr. WILSON. I admit ifthe Government 
should force these‘ retired officers to do these 
duties there would be. some’ reason in it; but 
the proposition to which the Senator refers, to 
restore’ the. officer named to the active list, 
would not be affected by this amendment. If 
he is restored to the active list he then hasthe 
pay. of an officer on the active list. Coors 
. Mr. MORTON. But my motion would. give 


him pay, ` : . . 
. Mr. THURMAN. Is this an amendment to 
the eleventh section ? í 

The. VICE PRESIDENT. It is an amend- 
ment just adopted on the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin to add to it the proviso 
-moved-by the Senator from Indiana. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. a 


- Mr. SHERMAN. I now move to add to 
the section just adopted on the mation of the 
Senator from Wisconsin, the following: - 

And all provisions of law prohibiting a retired 
|| oflicor fram holding any civil office within the limits 
‘of the United States are hereby repealed. 
| Mr, WILLIAMS. Lam perfectly willing 
i that any arrangement should be made in refer- 
ji ence tothe officers of the Army as to pay; 
whether they are upon the-active or the retired 
list; but I am opposed to this-attempt to con- 
solidate the military and the civil powers of 
the Government. I think that the theory of 
our Government is that the military sbould: be 
separate from and subordinate to the civil 
authority; and this proposition invades and 
overthrows that theory; for if it be competent 
for retired officers of the Army to hold civil 
offices, then it is competent for officers on the 


ments that will justify the one will justify the 
other. Thousands of men upon the active list 
of the Army are men of great merit and dis- 
tinction, and are entitled to the gratitude of 
the country ; but that does not prove that they 
ought to be eligible to civil offices under the 
Government. Baar, SR: 

The Senator from Ohio puts this proposition 
upon the ground that these persons deserve 
well of the country, that they have served the 
country faithfully, and that they nave sacrificed 
;, much- for the country. Thatis true. i 


' othera in the country, men who were volunteer 
| officers, men who were volunteer soldiers, who 
|} are entitled to as much gratitude and favor as 
the retired officers of the regalar Army, and I 
think that if a man is an ofticer of the regular 


offices of the: country ‘may very properly be 
left open to: the volunteers in the war and to 
the civilians. p . E 
These retired-officers are to all ‘intents. and 
purposes officers of the regular Army; and 
soch men have an advantage in applications for 
office, because there is a tie between such an 
officer and the other officers: of the Army, and 
he can bring to his support the influence of the 
entire Army; and it 1s very powerful in this 
country at this time,:and its power has been 
felt more than once in the appointment of civil 
officers; He can bring the whole power of the 
Army to which he belongs to his support as 
| against an application -for office: by a civilian 


force of the country: - 

But, sir, it seems to me that it is not suffi- 
| cient, to overthrow a principle which. underlies 
the Government, to argue that a-certain class 
of men deserve well of the country. Iappre- 
i! ciate as highly amany man can the services of 
li these men. :I am willing to extend to them 
avery.possible faver that: they can enjoy. under 
the Government as officers of the Army:; but 
at the same time I-think that. it is desirable, 
as far as practicable,;.to maintain the distin¢: 
tion between the military and the civil depart- 
ments of the Government. 
beargued that men who belong to the judiciary 


judges ‘should be eligible to any. ether civil 
appointment, and so the legislative and judicial 
and executive departments of the Government 
should all be blended into one, and nodistinc- 
tion should be maintained, as taarguë-that the 
military and civil power should be blended into 
one, or that men who hold one office and are 
subject to the authority of their military supe: 
riors should be eligible to civil office. 2 
- Since the adoption of.the:amendmeni pro- 
posed-by the Senator from -Wisconsin these 
persons are’subject to: the authority oftheir 
superior officers in the:Army. :: I do not know 
exactly the extent of the authority which -is 
maintained over Officers upon the retired list; 
but [ suppose they are still subject to the:author- 
ity of their superior officers ; -and if they. are, 
then they cannot-he faily and eompletely re: 


active list to hold civil offices, and the argu- | 


But, sir, | 
ii there are thousands and tens of thousands of | 


‘| Army, if the Government provides him witha |: 
competency during: his natural life, the civil |: 


or by a man who has served in thé volunteer | 


It might: as well. 


of the country, because they are eminent:as: 


sponsible to the people and to the Government 

as civil officers. 

Iam advised that they are subject to the 
Rules and Articles of War, like other officers, 
and may be court-martialed and may be tried 
like other officers to all intents and purposes, 
although they are excluded from active em- 
ployment. - Under such circumstances it seems 
to me that they ought not to be eligible, and 
ii they cannot complain if they are made inel- 
igible to civil office, because if a man is 
| elected to a civil office by the people be ought 
i! to be solely and exclusively responsible to the 
people by whom he is elected, and not be sub- 
|| ject to the control of some authority not re- 
‘| sponsible to the people by whom be is chosen. 
So if a man is appointed to a civil office he 
' ought to be subject to: the same responsibil- 
i ities, he: ought to be amenable in all respects 
| like all civil officers. There ought not to be 
any such distinction maintained as there will 
: be in this Government between officers of the 
| Army holding eivil office and civilians who are 
elevated to civil office; and therefore I feel 
bound to oppose this amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, not.becanse I fail to appre- 
ciate the services of these men, not because I 
am ungrateful in any respect for what they 
have done, buit because I think that it is our 
duty, as far as practicable, to keep the depart- 
|| ments of the. Government separate and distinct 
from each other, and so maintain the theory 
i of the Government. 

i .Mr. SHERMAN. There is one remark made 
by the Senator from New York and the Senator 
from Oregon to which I will reply ; thatis, that 

: these officers are subject to the Rules and Arti- 
cles of War. In all other respects it is admit- 
ted that they are not officers. They are on the 
retired list; they are not subject to command; 
they ate not liable to be ordered to the field; 
they are not entitled to promotion; but they 
are subject to the Rules and Articles of War. 
Why is that? -Simply to maintain over them 
the discipline’ of the Army, so that they shall 
not draw their pensions after they have com- 
mitted acts that are violative of good order and 
discipline. . That was the object of that require- 
ment, and the only purpose of maintaining this 
rule was to secure over them the control and 
power which the Rules and Articles of War pre- 
scribe in order to make an Army officer a 
gentleman in the true sense of the word, to 
conduct himself properly. If a private citizen 
who may hold any office of honor, trust, or 
profit becomes drunk, is intoxicated daily on 
the streets, or does anything that-is‘bad and 
| injurious to morals, be-still is éligible to office: 
The only purpose of ‘subjeeting these retired 
officers to the Rules and Articles of War is to 
maintain discipline over their conduct, to pre- 
serve their conduct proper and decorous. 
.. There is no reason in the world why these 
few officers of the: Army should be excluded 
by a rigid rule.of law from holding subordinate 
civil offices. The hardship is that they are 
excluded. by law from holding these offices 
without: any reason or without any principle 
involved. :Perhaps there may not be more than 
five or six of them who will ever receive an 
office from the people or from executive au- 
thority; but: the fact that they are excluded 
by law from holding these offices is a matter 
of which they have arightto complain. I trust, 
therefore, this amendment will be adopted. 

- Mr. CHANDLER: Mr. President, two years 

age the chairman.of: the Committee on Naval 

Affairs -introduced a resolution and had it 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

autherizing thé President to appoint retired 
naval officersas consuls.: I believe the Com» 
mittee on Naval Affairs unanimoasly decided 
tó have them appointed to consular offices; 
but when the proposition came up for discus- 
sioh the Committee on Commerce had a word 
to sáyupon that subject. The Naval Commit- 
tee had decided that the Navy could spare the 

dfficers, but the Committee on Commerce did 

|| notdecide that they could uze them. The truth 
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is that the busiuesa of a conaut is te be familiar 
with the value of the merchandise exported 
from the place where he is located; and of all 
the men on earth probably the most unfit men 
for such places are naval officers who have 
been retired. I then told the Committee on 
Naval Affairs that if they would limit the rank 
to not above midshipman the Committee on 
Commerce would Lake the subject into consid; 
eration, 

I think now, if you are going to take A 
officers and put thenrin civil positions you 


on the active list. We have no civil positions 
under this Government that. do not require 
business capacity, work,. Ofall the men that 
we have in these United States I believe the 
retired Army officeris the least fitted to perform 
the duties of a civil. office. That proposition 
coming from the Committeee on Naval Affairs 
was rejected so far as naval officers were con- 
cerned. The Committe.on Naval Affairs de- 
cided, as I said before, that they could spare the 
retired officers; but the Committee on Com- 


merce decided that they could not afford to take | 


them. Consequently the proposition was de- 


i; first place, under section three of this bill they | 


feated, and I hope this one willbe. Itis amis- | 


taken idea that the civil offices under this Gov- 
ernment can be filled properly by worn-out men 
whose habits of life have been antagonistic to 
the intended work that is to be performed in 
these civil offices. I hope that the amendment 
will not be adopted. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I think 
-we shall not be able to decide this question 
correctly unless we bear in mind the fact that 
civil offices in this country are of two classes. 
One class is offices of the United States created 
by law of Congress; the other, civil offices 
created by the States. 


be the. qualifications for office, and it therefore 
would be perfectly legitimate to say that no 
officers of the Army or the Navy, whether in 
active service or upon the retired list, shall be 
qualified, to hold a civil office under the Fed- 
eral Government. Over that subject.you have 
plenary power. But so, far as civil offices 
created under State laws and State constitu- 
tions are concerned, the qualifications for those 
offices are dependent upon the State constitu- 
tions and State laws, and not upon the Federal 
Constitution or the Federal law. — —— 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? . E 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. o5 oo. 
_ Mr. CARPENTER. Is it. not competent 
for Congress to enact that if any officer of the 
-Army shall accept a civil office under a State 
government that shall be-equivalent to aresig- 
nation of his.military rank?) ss ea A 

Mr. THURMAN. ‘That .is exactly what I 
was coming: to... That you .may undoubtedly 
do; but so far as the qualification for the office 


is concerned, that is a matter that rests with 
the State to determine. for. itself., You may 
make it a forfeiture of the military office to 
accept an office under a State; but if you. do 
not make it a forfeiture of the military.office, 
and the State constitution and laws, permit 
such an officer to be appointed or elected to a 
civil ofice under the SE tay ten che can. hold 
‘both. You cannot say to a State that a.man in 
‘the military,service af the Government or the 
naval service of the Government shall, be ineli- 
gible to a State. office. Certainly you cannot 
gay 80 in regard to one upon, the retired list of 
the Army or the retired list of the. Navy. 
you can do is to say to, such a man, “Ifyou 
accept a civil office under a State government 
or. under the. Federal Government. you shall 
thereby forfeit your military office.’’ That you 
may ssf. re gs 
Therefore, the question that is:sub mitted to 
the Senate by the amendment of my colleague 
is simply this: will you say to these retired 
officers; ‘‘ If you accept a civil office you thereby 
forfeit your military. office?’ That is the whole 


it 


question, , Now,.in respect to that I can see 
that there may be a pretty broad distinction 
between. civil offices under the Federal Gov: 
ernment and those under the State govern- 
ments, in respect to.this very question. There 
might be some reasons for saying that a mar 
in the military service, although upon the re- 


ment by the President to a civil office; but so 


|| far as State office is concerned, I put it to 


had | 


better limit them to the rank of first lieutenant | 


the Senate whether there is any reason why 
the. people of a State should be limited in the 
choice oftheir officers and prohibited from 
electing to office a man on the retired list of 
the Army? Let us see how that is. 

My friend from Oregon. has very well said 
that the theory of our Government, the genius 
of our institutions, is that the military and the 
civil authorities. shall be separate; that the 


former shall be subordinate to the latter. That į 


undoubtedly was the idea long ago. Whether 
it has fallen into disuse lately or not I do not 
stop now to inquire. That was the idea. I 
' hope it will be the idea again, 

Bat who are these retired officers? In the 


the service of the Government. 
been thirty years in the service of the Govern- 
ment before they can be retired every man who 
will be. retired will be between fifty and sixty 
years of age. Willhebea man whom you would 
wish to recall from the retired list into active 
service again? . Not one time in a thousand. 
Who, then, are the persons under the eleventh 
section who may be placed on the retired list? 
They are persons who are unfit for military 
duty, and being unfit for military duty none of 


| them will ever be restored to the active list. 
Now, in respect to all | 
Federal offices which are created by law,.it is || 
competent for Congress to provide what shall | 


The consequence is.that those persons who 
may thus be retired under. the third section, 
after having been thirty yearsin the service of 


© the Government, and those persons who may 


' be retired under the eleventh section, because 
' they are unfit for military service, are effectu- 


` ally removed from the Army so far as all active 


operations are concerned. They are, as my 
colleague has well said, nothing but pension- 
ers. Now, why shall.we not allow the people 
of Ohio, if they want to elect one of these men 
to the office of county clerk.or county recorder, 
or the like, to elect him ?. I do notthink.many 
‘of them will be elected to office. Ido not think 
these old Army officers are, many of them, men 
who would get a nomination against some active 
ward politician, who understands the ropes and 
‘the manipulations of party conventions and the 
like. . But still, now and then; it might be that 
the people would want to elect such a man to 
office, and he.might be a very fit man for that 
civil office, though unfit for military service 
owing to disease, or owing to wounds he had 
received in the service, or owing to his. ad- 
vanced age. Why will you limit the power of 
the people.to choose? Sir, I am opposed to 
disfranchisement; I do nat want.to say to any 
man that he shall not be elected to office if the 
people see fit to choose him. Therefore, so far 
as State offices are concerned, I. see no good 
reason whatever why these.men might not be 
eligible to those civil:offices under the States. 

The Senator from Oregon [Mr.. Wittiams] 
has said that they would have.all the Army to 
aid them. in getting office.. There woul he 
some force in that if the appointment was a 
Federal appointment, one made, bythe. Presi- 
dent.’ The esprit. de corps of the Army might 
do something for an officer..in. getting him a 
Federal appointment,an appointment toa con- 
“salate, an. appointment to a collectorship, orto 
a post. office, or the like. But so far as the 
volunteers are. concerned, whom the remarks 
of the Senator from Oregon seemed to antag- 
onize to the regular Army, let me say to him 
that there isa much more powerful organiza- 
tion than the Army of the : 
way of getting office, and that limits its services 


I believe, to the volunteers. There is the Grand 
| Army of, the Republic, which I think.gets ten 


tired list, should not be eligible to an appoint: | 


are to be men who have been thirty years in ' 
If they have | 


nited States in the | 


in the least, and has no reference to it. 


offices, yes, a hundred offices for its friends 
from the Executive Departments of the Gov- 
ernment,where there would be one obtained 
by the regular Army for one of its officers, how- 
ever meritorious he might be. ` 

There is no danger that the volunteer offi- 
cers will lose in the scramble for office—not 
the least bit of it. They have the inside track 
now. They are, most of them, trained poli- 
ticians. They have the Grand Army of the 
Republic, a body of trained politicians, or at 


| least led by a body of trained politicians, at 


their back; and these few poor old men of the 
regular Army who may be placed upon the 
retired list would have a bard time in a con- 
test with these professional politicians in the 
scramble for office. 

I do not see why we should make any such 
distinction. So far as Iam concerned, when a 
man has served his country in the way that 
this bill supposes these retired officers will have 
served their country, and is retired upon what 
is a pension, I would leave him like all other 


| pensioners to receive from the people, if they 


deem it proper to call him to it, any office they 
see fit to confer upon him. And I do not 
think that that interferes at all with the prin- 
ciple that the military should be kept in strict 
subordination to the civil power. If I saw that 
these retired officers were officers who were 
ever likely to be called into active service again, 
that the Government was likely to revoke the 
order retiring them, and put them on the active 
list, then I would go with the Senator from 
Oregon in saying that they should not hold 
civil office. I would not agree for a moment 
that the officers on the active list of the Army 
should hold civil office. I would make them 
forfeit their military commissions if they ac- 
cepted civil office. But I think the whole 
substance of the thing was truly stated by my 
colleague when he said of these retired officers 
that they are simply pensioners. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Ohio 
is evidently laboring under a misapprehension 
in regard to the condition of the retired officers. 
The retired officer by statute isdeclared to be— 

“Liable to be assigned to such duties as the Presi- 
dent may deem him capable of performing, and such 
as the exigencies of the public service may require.” 

That is the statute; and although the retired 
officer may be elected to some office in the 
State of Ohio, he is subject by the order of the 
President to be ordered to Washington to sit 
upon a court-martial. He-is subject, in the 
exigencies of the service, to be put even into 
active service ; and such is the amendment that 
has been adopted tothis bill. So thatthe Sen- 
ator from Ohio is entirely mistaken. It is the 
principle here which is at stake—— 

” Mr. THURMAN. Will my. friend allow me 
to ask him what will be the condition of that 
law if the amendment of my colleague should 
beadopted? 5 00 a 

..Mr. TRUMBULL. The amendment of the 
Senator’s colleague would. not.affect this jav 

ẹ 
amendment of 'his colleague merely repeals all 
laws prohibiting retired officers from being 
appointed to civil office, as I understand it. 

. Mr. THURMAN. What is the effect by 
implication ? ee E A Su 8 
_Mr., TRUMBULL... By implication it does 
not repeal this law that. authorizes the Presi- 
dent of the United. States to assign thege offi- 
cers to duty as the public.service requires. It 
has no effect upon that. The Senator gives up 
the. whole principle; he mixes up the military 
and the civil offices of the country and speaks 
of these retired. officers being. disfranchised 
‘and disqualified from holding office. Why, 
sit, they are no more disfranchised or diaqual- 
ified than the Senator himself is.. We who hold 
seats in. this body are disfranchiséd in the same 
sense. If we think proper to hold on.to our 
seats here we cannot hold some other office; 
but,we, are. at liberty to. give up our seats as 
Senators if we wish to become candidates for 
other, positions, or are elected to other posi- 
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tions. These retired officers can leave the 
Army and accept office. If they propose to 
hold civil offices, let them go into civil life. 


This is no hardship upon them. They are no . 


worse off than hundreds of thousands of others 
who have served in the Army. Every one of 
these retired officers is retired upon his full 


pay. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Oh, no. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That is the act of Con- - 


gress. He gets the same pay as he would get 
in active service, so far as his regular pay is 
concerned, and he gets a certain number of 
rations. He does not get quarters, and he does 
not get the same amount that he received in 
active service when he had to take charge of 
property and when he had expenses incident 
to his active service; but he gets all the pay 
proper of his rank. A colonel or a general 
who is retired gets all the pay proper which a 
colonel or a general gets in the active service 
of his country. 

Mr. THURMAN. Does not this bill pro- 
vide that his pay shall only be seventy-five per 
cent. of the active-service pay ? 

Mr. TRUMBULIL, No, sir. 

Mr. WILSON. Oh, yes, it does. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The present law does 
not. There may be a provision of that sort in 
this bill. 

Mr. WILSON. The fifteenth section of this 


bill provides tbat he shall receive seventy-five | 


per cent. of his pay, because we propose to 
pay hereafter in a round sum. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I should like to ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 


if a retired officer now gets seventy-five per 


cent. of the pay of his rank? 


Mr. WILSON. No; he does notnow. He | 


gets his pay proper and a certain amount of 


rations. -` 

' Mr. CRAGIN. But that does not amount 
to seventy-five per cent. of what he would get 
in active service. l 

Mr. SHERMAN. The pay proper is about 
one half the full pay, and he receives four 


rations. A ration is thirty cents, making $1 20 - 


á day in addition. 

- Mr. CRAGIN. The Senator from Illinois 

says he gets the same pay as an officer in active 

service. l 
Mr. TRUMBULL. He does, and that isthe 

Taw. I will read it: 


` “Jf any commissioned officer of thé Army or of the 
Marine corps shall have become, or shal! hereafter 


become incapable of performing the duties of an |: 


officer, he shall be placed on the retired list and 
‘withdrawn from active. Service and command, and 
trom the line of promotiod, with the following pay 
nd emoluments, namely: the pay proper of the 
ighest rank held by bim at the time of his retire- 
ment, whether by staff or regimental commission, 
‘cd four rations pér day, without any other pay.” 


_ That is what be gets. He gets the pay 
Proper of the highest rank that was held by 
him upon the staff opr in the line, and four 
fations per day. That isthe law. The pay 
‘of a brigadier genéral who is reti 
‘of a colonel, $3,393. 


"Mr. SHERMAN. That includes the allow- | 


Wneces. - : , ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; the commutationof ` 
‘officers on duty is put in afterward. The'aver- | 
age computation of longevity, &c., is added | 


‘jn another colamh. The commatation of fuel 


‘and quarters in the cage of a colonel amounts 


to $1,410. A retired colonel does not get that; | 


‘but-he pets his pay proper, which is $2,736. _ 
Mr. WILLIAMS. And four rations. . i 
. Mr. TRUMBULL. And fourrations besides. 


So that it is an entire mistake to suppose that | 


these officers do not gét their fall pay. Now, 
the Senator from Obio is laboring under a mis- 


take as to the present bill. The fifteenth sec- |: 


‘tion of the present bill cuts: off these. extra 


allowancés to the officers in active service, and ` 


‘provides that the retired officers shall have 
only seventy-five per cent. of what the active 
‘officer peta, taking away the commutation for 

uarters, &c., which he was formerly allowed. 
The bill ander consideration pays a salary to 


is $5,254; 


all these officers and classifies their pay so that 
the country can understand and know what it 
is. That is a very desirable provision, in my 
> judgment, enabling us and enabling the coun- 
‘try to know the pay of an Army officer. As 
the law now stands none of us are able to 
ascertain or know what itis. When this bill 

. becomes a law, if it should become a law, 
' then a retired officer will get but three fourths 
of this salary; but that will amount, I take it, 
to as much as he now gets. By the bill, as we 
have it here, the pay of a colonel is to be 
$3,500. Seventy-five per cent. of that would 
be something less, perhaps, than the retired 
officer gets now, but it would be about- two 
thousand seven hundred dollars. A retired 
colonel would get that amount even if this bill 
should pass. But the principle of this thing is 
what I think the Senate should observe; that 
we should not mix up the civil duties of the 
country with the military duties of the country. 
I do not wish to prolong the discussion ; but 
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I do not desire to be placed in a false position | 


by the eulogies that are passed upon the ofii- 
cers of the Army who have performed great 
. service to the country gnd are now retired. 
I trust I have as high an appreciation of their 
services as have other men; but they are not 
the only deserving persons in the country. 


There are tens of thousands and hundreds of ` 


thousands of others who are not Army officers, 
_who are not drawing this pay of $2,000 or 
$3,000, and yet who are just ns deserving as 
they are. If these retired officers want to 
enter the civil service of the country I think 


civilians of the country. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
the Senator from Illinois as to the pay proper. 
I have it here now. The Senator might have 
ascertained it by looking at the Army Register. 
Thè pay proper of a colonel now, on the retired 
list, is $110 a month; of a lieutenant colonel 
' ninety-five dollars a month. ‘he pay proper 
‘ of a brigadier general is $124 a month, instead 
of $5,000 a year as the Senator said. The pay 
of a captain is seventy dollars a month ; the 

i. pay of a first lieutenant is fifty dollars a month, 
and of a second lieutenant forty-five dollars a 
month. And then the officer is entitled in ad- 


dition to four rations, which is equal to $1 20 | 
I am speaking now of the pay of a i 


& day. 
retired officer. He gets the pay proper of his 
fank, which I believe is about one third of the 
i fall : 


table— i 
_Mr.SHERMAN, And have here the pay- 


the pay of these officers. * 


Mr. SHERMAN. Hereis the regular Army 


Register, giving the pay proper, commutation | 
. Ohio, (Mi. Tourmay,} that Congress has no 
that form the full pay. The pay proper of a ` 
: brigadier general is $124 a month ; of a colonel `: 
$110; and so on down to forty-five dollars for 
I knew that it was mueh | 


for fuel, quarters, and all the various elements 


: asecond lieutenant. 
‘smaller than the Senator supposed. 

Mr. WARNER. I wish to ask the Senator 
from Hlinois a question. ` It is objected that 
this will increase the pay of these men. I ask 


his money; whether the money 

: for work done? : 
Mr, TRUMBULL. I do not know that I 
i anderstand the Senator. oa: 
Mr. WARNER. Objection id made to these 
officers holding civil positions because‘of the 
: increased pay that will be given to them. 
Mr. TRU 

; Objection made. ear 
Mr. WARNER. :I do not see the pertinence 
i of arguing as to the pay they receive now as 
| retired officers, unless it is because their pay 
will be increased by holding civil offices. 


| was to mixing military and civil offices in the 


MBULL. Ihave not heard that. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The objection I made | 


they should take their positions among the .. 


same person. I have said nothing abont an 
officer getting the pay of both places, and if 
any one else has [ have not observed it. As 
any rate I bave said nothing about it. 

ow, a word as to the compensation of the 
Army. I know there is a great dispute ns to 
the compensation of Army officers under this 
‘bill. The chairmen of the Committees on Mili- 
‘tary Affairs of the two Houses do not agree 
‘aboutit. The chairman of the Military Com- 
mittee in the House says that the bill reduces 
the pay very considerably. The chairman of 
the Military Committee in the Senate says it 
increases it. The Senator from Ohio reads a 
table from‘the Army Register as to the pay. I 
havea table also here before me, and it may 
include, and I suppose it does include, some- 
thing that is not in the table which he has, or 
: else they would not disagree. ‘The table I have 
carries out the total amount received by an 
otlicer. As itis stated here a colonel command- 
ing a military or geographical departinent gets 
$2,786. That is bis pay proper. Then he 
receives as commutation for fuel and quarters 
$1,410 28, making a total of $4,146 28. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator is right. 
This agrees perfectly with that. This table 
gives the officers’ pay, made up of the pay 
proper, pay for servants, commutation for fuel, 
quarters, &c., giving the aggregate correctly. 
‘he pay of a retired officer is the pay proper, 
which [ have given. The Senator will find 
the whole of that in this table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is only a matter of 
dollars and cents as to how much itis. It does 
not affect the principle at all. My object in 


' referring to the pay was to show that these 


I simply wish to correct | 


f Mr. CASSERLY. 


persons were provided for to some extent by 
the Government of the United States, and 
much more largely than pensioners at any rate. 
There is nobody receiving such a pension as 
' the pay allowed to: these retired officers accord- 
| ing to any computation. - The dbjection which 
iI made is tothe principle involved. ` 
It seems to'me that the 
‘act of Congress just read by the Senator from 
Niinois [ Mr. Trumpet] makes this whole ques- 


tion perfectly clear. ‘That act shows the law 


'i to be that a retired officer does not cease to be 


ay. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I hold in my hand a :: 


an officer of the Army. It shows not only that 
he remains upon its lists subject to military 
jurisdiction, both of which facts we all under- 
stood before, but that lie is liable to the orders 
of the President as the Commander-in- Chief. 
That being the law, the simple question here is 
whether Senators will now, without any reason 


i given, undertake to overthrow the great: pub- 


lic policy which has prevailed in this‘ country 


roll. : : . . almost since the foundation’ of ‘the -Govern- 
> ‘Mr. TRUMBULL. The tablesdo notagree; . 
‘and that is what I said, that we cannot find out `: 


ment. That policy has been and still is that 
officers‘retired from the Army on half pay shall 
| not hold. civil office either under the State or 
the Federal Government. ‘ 

I agtee with my friend, the Senator from 


‘power in the least particular 'to- trammel: the 
full freedom of election in the States +‘ but Ido 
not-understand the existing rule of iw as hav- 
ing'any such effect. The only effect of the law 


': i$ to require from every retired officer of the 


Army certain daties, certain obligations to the 


ii law which made him an officer, and which, 


|| when he was retired from the Army, bestowed 
if it is not supposed that a civil officer earns |í 
paid him isnot | 


‘upon him for life a competent honorable main- 
tenance. One of these duties and obligations 
is, that while he isa retired officer drawing his 
pay, being still an officer of the Army, he shall 
not hold a civil office,” Does that limit or in 
| any way impair the free choice of the people of 
a State in electing to office? ‘Not at all, as it 
seems to me. The prohibition is not at all 
addressed to them. It is personal to hin; it 
‘places on him, and him only, the responsibility 
of obeying or disobeying the law of Congress, 
which is and must be ‘his rale of action. If he 
should disobey he does not vacate the State 
office and thus deprive the people of the State 
of theirchoice. The only result isthat being an 
| officer of the Army, still on its lists and sabject 
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to its laws, Ne would be tried before the. tribu» 
nals of the Army, äs he would be: for the viola: : 
tion of any other of the Army rules and regu- 
lations. ‘The statutes of the United States 
respecting officers of the Army are, if I am not 
mistaken, a part of those rales and regulations, 
and an officer who violatessuch a statute is liable 
to trial and punishment according to military 
law. The question is not as to the right of the | 
people ina State to elect him to-a-civil office 
bat as to his daty under the laws of the Unite 
States, and whether or not he will-violate that 
duty by holding the State office. > 
As to the poliey affirmed and imposed by the 
law there are, agit aeemé'to me, the best reasons: 
inthe world for our maintaining it in full vigor, 
as it has come down to us consecrated by the-:, 
experience of so mäny years EA eng 
1 do not repeat the fundamental objections |; 
to the union of the civil and the military au- | 
thority ia the same hands. : They have-been | 
nlready stated, and are admitted on all sides. : 
Let me give one or two illustrations of the. 
practical workingsof the mischiefagainst which 
the policy of our Government is-aimed. 
` Let half a dozen retiréd officérs in any one: | 
State be elected to the Legislature at a time: | 
when a Senator of the United States is to be || 
chosen. Let the President be arrayed determ- 
inedly for one candidate and against another.: 
Let the five or six Army officers ‘be doubtful 
or friendly to the obnoxious eandidate for the: 
Senate, who, with: thei? votes, must: sacceed.. | 
What then is to prevent the Presideat from | 
otdering them all off upon distaat service oat | 
of the State? os Sains 
In the next place, sir, this coantry, like-most 
othér éoustries which have a-military estab- 
Hshment, wever yields up her right to the ser- 
vices of her militaty-children.: She maintains | 
them while they are fit for active service, and | 
when they are retired from active service she | 
maintainsthem, honorably in both cases. But ` 
if & great emergency should arise demanding | 
thë services even of her retired officers, as | 
iv the late wat, to take command, for instance, || 
of fortifications, for which their ‘experience || 
would so welk fit them and their years would | 
fot disable them, what would be the embar: 
rassment of your Secretary of War should be 
find all the best of his retired officere ‘holding 
litrative. State offices? If ‘be calis them: to 
service he compels them either to give-ap their 
State offices or to violate their daty as military 
men to the United States. ‘Is that a dilemma 
to whi¢h honorable then shéutd be exposed? 
If, yielding to the teinptations of an office int the | 
Btate better than ‘that which: they abandon“in 
the Army, they refuse-td-obéy his orders, the 
country loses their services to which she is enti- 
tled, and one of the objects of keeping upia 
military establishment ond of the system’ of 
retiring: officéts upon an honorable competence 
is defeated. MES a BE Se SE the ae 
© Jt is unnecessity for me to say to any one 
who knows me that'l assent fully to what: has 
been said here'in praise of the officers of out 
Army. In all respects, tried ‘by atiy testy they 
dre a remarkably meritorióts botly. of: tien; 
an’ honor to the service and to the cóantry. 
These considerations, however, have nothing 
to do with the presént question, which: is: one 
of grave generat’ públic policy; a` qüestion 
of enormous and undefined ‘mischiefs to flow 
from ‘the inativaration of s bad: policy: “How 
‘ean iit be called a slight upor any officer'to 
Fhsist upon thé established policy which,: $0 | 
‘Jong as hé holds the’commission and takes the 
‘yay of an officer subject to duty, treats him as 
‘disqualified for holding any civil office?’ It is 
‘no slight, sir, as has been said} it is no ddious . 
‘Aiscrimination -against‘him. It is simply the 
assertion of a gréat public principle which 
governs him and all others'in the same class 
with him, without diatinction 6f persons; which 
Jib unjust to no man, bécause it is designed and 


| the: President may see fit to order him away. 


‘enforced for the good and the Henor and the 
security of all the people. It seems to me, 
‘with deferetice to those who entertaiti the don- 
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trary opinion, that the argument of the Senator 
from Illinois, sustained as it was so amply by: 
his readings from the statutes, leaves nothing 
more to be added on this subject. 
‘Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the argu- 
ment of my friend who has just taken his seat’ | 
assumes that should the amendment of my |!| 
colleague be adoptéd and becomea law officers | 
on the retired list who may be elected to civil 
office will be still subject. in all respects to the - 
orders of the Presidentand to the Articles of. 
War, just as they aré how. If that assump- 
tion be-correct, then his argument is perfectly 
unansweratile, and I should not for a moment ‘| 
attempt the absurdity of saying that the amend- 
ment ofm odeance ‘should prevail if that 
would be the status of the question. The case: 
put.by my honorable friend,.in my opinion, may © 
be‘considered an extreme case, that of retired 
offieers being elected to the Legislature of a | 
State, and ordered away by the President. in `’ 
order to prevent them from voting for a par- 


: ticular individual as a thember of ‘this body. ` 


‘That, I say, is an extreme case, and one not” 


i: likely to occur; but there is another thing 


which might occur. An ‘officer in the Army is . 
prohibited from speaking disrespectfully of 
the President or of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. . He is bound to speak respectfully ‘| 
of “the powers.that. be ;’’. and he would not || 
be a very free member of a State Legislature | 
if he was-bound to speak at all:times respect- | 
fully of the President or. of the Congress of 
the United States... think he would be avery 
poor man to be a member of.a State Legis- 
lature,: ‘Therefore, if. the. effect: of . my col- 
league’s amendment, if adopted, would not be, 
to remove these restrictions ‘upon the man 
thus elected to a-civil office, and to make him 
a freeman in the discharge of his civil duties, 
the amendment ought to be voted down at 
onee ; it ought.to receive no votes at ùil. But 
now, sir, I ask that the amendment. may be 
reported so that we may see what its-effect is. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
willbe reported,..,.... 4 
The Chief Clerk read the améendment,.as 
follawa:: e> i E a a er 
Aaa civil oboe within the limia of te | 
United States are hereby repealed, 7.) o 
Mr. THURMAN. Now, I put.it-t0 every 
lawyer in this Senate if that. Taa, not repeal 
everything in:the situation of the retired Ay pean 
which would he inconsistent with his discharg- 
ing freely, independently, and fairly the duties 
of a civil office. Is.he.fit to discharge the 
duties. of a civil ofice if.he is subject to the 
Articles ef War; if he-is subject to be sent 
abroad at.any instant by-an ile of the Pres: | 
ident;. if. he-gannot speak disrespectfully. of the ' 
President or of Congress? . Are not those pro- 
visions of the laws which forbid him.from, hold. 
ing a civil office repealed’ by rendering the two 
wholly inconsistent? . A. greater repugnancy, | 
cannot be conceived.. If there. were nothing 
in, the world but these provisions ; if there were 
no provision in:the statnte that.he should not 
hold.a civil office, or that he should forfeit his 
military office if he accepted a civil office; if 
there.were nothing of that: kind atall, ae 
fact that, be is subjectito the Articles of War, 
that he isnot permitted to speak-disrespectfully 
of “the powets.that he,” would.of itself be 
repugnant, and inconsistent with the idea of 
his holding’ a civil office; and the two cannot 
exist together. But when ‘you declare: and 
enact that all provisions of law which statfd'in 
the way of his holding s eivit office are hereby 
repealed you exempt that man, thus elected 
to a civit office, fram the Articles of Wars you 
exempt him-from that prohibition which forbids 
‘him'to speak of.‘‘the powers that be>’ disre- 
spectfally,und you exempt him from the orders 
of the President to leave at:any: moment that 


i 
it 


ji 


| 


You exempt:him from these restrictions; they 
‘are inevitably repealed by inrplication, for two 
morte repugnant things could not be conceived. 


‘| shall be called upon. 


Believing this, and believing also that not one 
of these retired oflicers who will be elected to 
office, should the amendment of my colleague 
be adopted, will ever be ordered into the active 
military service of the Government, because 
they are either men who have served thirty 
years, and are therefore not at all likely to be 


ordered into active service, or because they 
‘are men who under the eleventh section are 


actually found to be disqualified for service in 
the military; that being the case practically, 
I can see no difficulty whatsoever in the ques- 
tion. They will be removed from the opera- 
tion of the Articles of War; they will not be 


"i subject to be sent at the bid of the President 
‘© here, there, or anywhere else. 


They will be. 
free and independent men. In a word, they 
will be simply the pensioners of the Govern- 


ment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, I did 
assume that this amendment went no further 
than to remove the disability of a retired officer 
to hold a civil office. I did assume that it did 


‘ not alter the law as it exists by statute in this 


country, and, in my judgment, would have 
existed without a statute in this country, that 
a retired officer upon the half pay of his Gov- 
ernment, whose name is on the Army list, who 
is under the Army jurisdiction, is subject to be 
called into service whenever a great emergency 
of the country requires it. I may be wrong in 
supposing that this bill, if it should become a 
law, with the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr:; SHerman,] will leave that law as 
it before stood; and the circumstanc: that 
my friend from Ohio [Mr. THurMan] differs 
from me is well calculated to make me hesi- 
tate. But, sir, I think the authorities which I 
had occasion in another. case a short time ago 
to examine. are such as to fortify. me in the 
confidence that my position is correct., 

The holdingof a-civil office is not necessarily 
incompatible with the obligation of an officer 
to-render service to his country whenever he 
He may be authorized 
to hold a civil office, and therefore he may law- 


; fully hold it. In time.of peace a state of things 
! will hardly éver arise in which his right to hold 


that ‘office, ‘thus lawfully acquired by him, 


, Shall come. ia conflict with :his higher duty to 


render his. service to his Government. The 
English books which I had oecation to exam- 
ine lately are full of cases that-I think illustrate 
myrposition..Thosé English books universally 
maintain the doctrine that while an officer 
on half pay may often acquire a new resi; 
dence—in that respect differing totally from: an 
officer in active service—yet an officer on balf 
pay is-lable just as mach to be summoned into 
service and gént. hither and thither at the com- 
wiandand at tke discretion of his military supe- 
rior- as the officer in ‘active service is who can 
acquire-nn new residence because of his being 
so subject. Shes 

vIn thercase of the lialf-pay officer‘under the 
British laws, the incompatibility, the .repag- 
pdncy issnot a necesdary dé,’ : Itid nob ane 
constantly existing. It comes in play only in 
an exceptional state df facts ; ‘but whenever it 
does come in‘ play the law which.gave him a 
right -tolaequire a new domicile yields. to thé 
higher. duty to ‘render his service whenever he 
is summoned? =i: 0 | Dee on ible 
> But, sit, though: I-should be wrong: in: my 
construction of the effect upon the bili..ef this 
amendment; I think I cannot be wrong: in this 
position: that if such is to be the effect of 


| the ‘amendment, then clearly the. amendment 


dught net: to. be adapted ; and it furnishes.a 
étronger reason than any-I- have thought of 
against-the’ amendment: - Every Senator of 
course will be guided by his own judgment of 
the great publie policy. involved, -recogniz 

and maintaindd hy those who founded the Gov- 
ernment.and whohave sustained it since. | But 
in my judgment it would be.a:capital mistake 
now to enact what nerer has been thought'a fit 
or proper thing in the interest either of the 
Army, or-of theicountry at large heretofore. 
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Mr. STOCKTON. Mr. President, when the 
Senator from Ohio who sits on my right [Mr. . 
SHERMAN] offered this amendment, the inclin- : 
ation of my mind was to support it; and if the 
Senator from Ohio was right in the position to 
which he assigned retired officers of the Arty 
that amendment should: prevail. He stated 
that. they were simply in the position of pen- 
sioners. 
the world why they should not be allowed to | 
take civiloffice. But, Mr. President, my mind | 
was immediately changed on the reading of |; 
the statute by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. | 
TRUMBULL] The statute creating this retired 
list. places the officers directly, in words, ina | 
different position. My friend from Ohio on | 
my left (Mr. THormwax] will pardon me for 
saying that he has not convinced me by his 
argument that that statute is pee by im- 
plication by the amendment of his colleague, 
and I should like to ask the Senator from Ohio 
on my right (Mr. Sumrman] if he is willing that 
that construction shall be put upon his amend- 
ment, for it goes too far; it takes the officer off 
the Army Register; it deprives him of wearing ` 
the uniform; it takes away from him his pay. 
and emoluments; in fact, he is no longer a 
retired officer. The effect of the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Ohio on my right, 


[ Mr. SuerMan,] as construed by the Senator 
trom Ohio on my left, [Mr. THURMAN, } is to 
deprive them of all tbat is valuable in being on. 


the retired list. No, Mr. President, it'is im- | 


possible that they shall be in the service of 
their country as officers liable to be called upon 
by the President at any time, ordered to any 
post, wear their uniforms, receive their pay, 
and at the same time be entitled to hold civil 
office. I agree with the Senator from Cali- 


fornia [Mr. CasseRLy] in the views be has. 


expressed on this sabject. > `. 

r. THURMAN. I cannot agree with my 
friend from New Jersey, that the amendment 
would have any euch effect as depriving a re- 
tired officer of his rank or his uniform. _ There 
is no repuguancy between his holding his rank 
and uniform in the Army asa retired officer 
and wearing his uniform -and holding a civil 
office, and the al by implication could go 
any farther than the repugnancy which exists. 
Tf it had that effect, of course this amendment 
ought not to be adopted, but I do not think it 
will have that result. 

. The VICE. PRESIDENT. The question is 


on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, | tion that the President of the United States 


(Mr. SHERMAN; = 
The amendment was rejected. «© `- 

' Mr. TRUMBULL. I now move to strike 
out in the twenty-first section, lines two and 
three, the words ‘‘on the active list,’’ so as to 
conform to the will of the Senate just expressed. 


- Mr. STEWART. Will. the Senator accept | 


an amendment to say “except in the-Indiaa 
service?’’ Rue 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we ought ‘to 
make it general. BAVA aA gene ae a 
Mr. WILLIAMS. . I protest ‘against: the 
exception. oy eee ee 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we ought to 
make the rule general, although there might 
be some reason for a particular exception 
: Mr. STEWART. {I hope the amendment 
will not prevail without the exception. I 
move to amend the amendment by ssying 
* except in the Indian sérvice.” > => 
»':Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not in order now. 
‘The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be more 
properly. in order. after this question is taken, 
ecause if agreed to in this shape the amend- 
ment would be to strike out some words and 
to insert some other words in a different place. 
Mr. TRUMBULL: My amendment is an 
amendment to an amendment. 


Ifthat were true there is no reason in | Y 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is, and that 
would preclude it. The question is on the 
amend meiit of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. SHERMAN calted fot the yeas and 
pays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. COLE. ‘Let theamendment be reported. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is to atrike 
out the words ‘on the active list,” so. that 
the section will read: . 


That it shall not be lawful for any officer of the 
Army of tho United Statos to hold any civil office, &. 


Mr. THURMAN. Is our minister at Madrid 
- an officer in the Army now : 


? 
Mr. TRUMBULL and Mr. SHERMAN. 


es. . ; 
Mr. THURMAN. What will be the effect 
of this on him? i aT 
Mr. TRUMBULL. There isa law already 
in existence prohibiting him from holding a 
diplomatic office. It has been read here once 
or twice. i : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. He can ho}ditif he gives 
up his military office. = 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
clares in so many words that any person in the 
Army accepting Office in the diplomatic or con- 
sular service shall thereby vacate his military 


office. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Is he borne on the Army 


list yet? 

Mr. WILSON. Heis a retired officer; and 
I understand that he had leave of absence for 
a year, or something of th&t kind, and under 
that leave he holds this office. His leave will 
expire in June, and then he must leave the 
Army or else resign his office if this amend- 


'| ment prevails. 


Mr. THURMAN. I wish to make another 
inquiry. Did General Schofield forfeit his 
osition in the Army by accepting the post of 
ecretary of War? 
Mr. WILSON. General Schofield was an 
officer of the Army and was appointed Secre- 
tary of War by the President and confirmed by 


the Senate. It was an appointment. He drew |, 


ay, of course, not as an Army officer, but as 
ecretary of War. ; 
Mr. CONKLING. The statute does not 
cover that case. 
- Mr. CORBETT. I wish tó ask the Senator 
from Massachusetts if General Sickles draws 
the salary of minister and also the pay of an 
Army officer? - a 
Mr. WILSON. No, sir; he draws pay as 
minister. We have a general law against draw- 
ing two salaries. f i 
Mr. SHERMAN. No retired Army officer, 
if he holds a civil office, can draw two salaries. 


' This is a far different amendment from the one | 


we have been discussing. This is a proposi- 


shall not avail himself of the benefit of the 
experience, patriotism, and ability of an offi- 
cer of the Army for any’purpose whatever for 
the discharge of any fanction in civil life. It 
would have prevented General Schofield from 
being Secretary of War. It woulit have pre- 
vented General Grant from holding the office 
of Secretary of War prò tempore, because that 
was an office created by law. “It would have 
prevented General 
office he nowholds. It would have prevented 
the officers of the Army from euiployment on 
the plains now, in contact with the Indians, 
where their services åre most needed, where 
they have been appointed as superintendents 
of Indian affairs. The whole of the'argument 
of the Senator ‘from Illinois rested’ upon the 
twenty-fifth section of the act of 1861, which 
he read, in the following words: ` 
_ “Retired officers of the Army, Navy, and Marine 
éorps may be assigned to buch duties as the President 
may deem them capable of performing, aad such as 
the exigency of thé public service may require.”. 
That was a mere conjectural provision, con- 
templating the: possibility that the President 
might order them inte service. It. would be 
better far to repeal that little provision in order 
to remove all doubt and leave the retired officer 
simply whatheis,‘a pensioner. Then he would 
not be liable to the command of the President. 
The whole retired list is-framed upon the idea 
that the retired officer passes from active ser- 
vice. The very words at the beginning of the 
law require that they are to pass from active 


. The existing law de-. 


Sickles from holding ‘the | 
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service, to be no longer in the line of promo- 
tion, no longer subject to command. 

For purposes of discipline the Rulesand Arti- 
cles of War may be enforced against them, but 
they are private pensioners in a higher grade. 
Now, to say that an officer of the Army, 
whether on the retired list or the active list, 
shall never under any circumstances be em- 
ployed by the President. of the United States 
in any.civil:employment, that he shall not be 
elected by the people of the United States to 
any civil office, is not only reversing the prac- 
tice of the Government, (for I can show in the 
history of this country many cases of that kind 
that have occurred,) but itis aiming a reproach 
at the President, whohas. done this repeatedly, 
and. we have ourselves. approved the policy of 
employing these Army officers in the positions 
of Indian agents and superintendents. 

I do not think we ought to do-this. I did not 
call for the yeas and nays on the other propo- 
sition simply because I thought that by the 

braseology of section twenty-one it was possi- 
ble that while the officers.on the active list 
were excluded from holding office, which was 
right enough, the mere exclusion of that class 
of officers would permit officers on the retired 
list to hold civil offices. 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator will allow 
me I will simply say that the House of Repre- 


| sentatives in their bill forbade any Army offi- 


| willing 


cer from holding any civil office. That seemed 
to me to be rather hard; and I put into this 
section the words now proposed to be stricken 
out, ‘‘on the active list,” with a view to allow 
retired officers to hold any of these places. 
Mr. SHERMAN: Therefore I was very 
to take section twenty-one, after read- 


| ing it carefully, and let the allowance for the 


appointment of retired. officers or their elec- 
tion by the people stand upon the constructive 
exclusion. of retired officers from the operation 
of the twenty-first section; and I am not at all 
sure but that that would be the legal construc- 
tion. Perhaps it would. [trust that the Senate 
will be satisfied with that section as it stands, 
which poni esthat au Army officer on theactive 
list, who is liable tọ duty any day, who is sub- 
ject to the order of. the President, shall be 
excluded from civil appointments ; and if there 
is any doubt raised by the section quoted by 
the Senator fram Illinois as to the power of 
the President over the retired officers, while I 
think it is a man of straw, wo had better a 


| great deal repeal that section than pass & law 


| prohibiting these: retired officers from holding 


tive service from 


a-ciyil office. It is not a.question, that affects 
the Treasury; because. in..no event, in case s 
retired .officer was appointed to office, could 
he draw more than one salary. He could not 
draw two. ey : < R as į A hoa Re, 
. Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, 1 have said 
nothing: in. this. discussion. I hope I shall be 
pardoned if I now add one word. 
"There ia a-principle of our institutions to 
which reference is constantly made in this de- 
bete; which is worthy of constant memory. It 
ia the-subordination of the. military to the civil 
power.. Mr. Jefferson in his inaugural address, 
so. memorable as a representation of the funda- 
mental principles of. republican institutions, 
expressly: declares the subordination of the 
militazy to the civil as an essential element of 
arepublic, Iaccept that idea, and I confess 
that I have alwaysadmired in our. system that 
the Navy Department and the War Depart- 
ment each is in charge of a civilian; that 
neither a naval officer. nor. a military officer in 
the ordinery course of affairs takes his place 
at the head. of either of these Departments, to 
the end that the Navy and the Army shall see 
in a civilian the visible head.of each. In that 
I recognize the genius of the Republic. 
But now, sir, for the application. I confess 
I agree entirely with the argument of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. Saerman.] I consider 


that the demands of republican institutions are 


men in ac- 


completely satisfied, if we exclude n 


taking part in civil life.. 
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go farther ia to tie the hands of the appointing 
power, to take from the country the opportu- 
nity of securing, it may be, important service ; 
and I think is to be needlessly hard on men 
who in their day have rendered good service 
to the country, 

Mr. THAYER, Will my friend allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. SUMNER, Certainly. 

Mr. THAYER, Is it in his judgment neces: 
sary, in order to find competent men to fill 
public offices, to go into the Army of the United 
States, in a nation of forty million people? Is 
it necessary? 

Mr. SUMNER, Ido notaee that it is neces- 
eary or that it is not. 

Mr. THAYER. My friend suggested that 
the President might find the most proper man 
in the Army. 

Mr, SUMNER. I will come to that. It 
does seem to me that cases may occur—my 
friend can anticipate them—when it may be 
important to take into the civil service a re- 
tired officer. Why may not that occur in the 
natural course of events? There is talent, 
there is experience. Are our offices so well 
filled, is the public service so completely per- 
formed, that we can afford to exctude salen 
and experience? 

Mr. CONKLING, = Is-not that much more 
true in regard to active officers? 

Mr. SUMNER. There, sir, you come in 
conflict with the fundamental principle of re- 
publican institutions. You cannot, as I sub- 
mit, fill civil oflices from the active service of 
the Army or Navy without conflict with that 
fundamental principle. 

Mr. CONKLING. Why? 

Mr. SUMNER. But I find no such conflict 
if you take an officer on the retired list. . 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator point 
out the distinction? 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator asks, ‘‘ Why?” 
For the obvious reason that when the officer is 
on the retired list be bas, for all the ordinary 
— of the service, to be an officer ; 


enjoys what I think has been called a pen- | 


sion—which in reality is a pension under an- 
other name—and he has ceased to be in the 
active practical service either of Navy or of 
Army. On that aecoant I see a clear distinc- 
tion. Therefore, it seems to me, for the sakeof 
the public service, and that we may not be 
guilty of hardship to any portion of the com- 
munity, that the words introduced by my col- 
league in the pending bill ought to be pre- 
served. I hope they will not be struck out. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. My motion restores © 


the section precisely to the form in which it 
assed in the House of Representatives. 
House have decided, so far as they are con- 
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cerned, that no officer of the Army sliall hold a | 


civil office. Itis proposed here to change that 


section by the insertion of the words ‘‘on the `` 


active list,” so as to allow the persons on the 
retired list to hold eivil office. That is the 
question. It is the same question which: we 
decided a few moments ago. 


All that was said |. 


by the Senator from Ohio and others about : 
General Schofield holding office, and other ofli- | 


‘cers in the active service holding office, is an- 


awered by their own arguments, and answered | 


_. by the Senator from Massachusetts, who says he 
is in favor of the section with the words ‘* on 
the active list” retained. 


son in active service from being appointed Sec- 
retary of War. He says that is right.- ‘he 
Senator from Massachusetts says that is right. 
_They are for ail that. It is according to the 
genias of our institutions that the military offi- 


cers of the country should not hold civil ap- |: 


pointments. So fur we all agree. 

Now, aboat what do we disagree?. Whether 
_persons on the retired list who are still subject 
to Army orders, who still wear the uniform, 
who. are still liable to be ordered upon court- 
martial and to perform various kinds of duties 
by the President of the United States, and who 


Therefore, the Sen- | 
ator from Ohio himself is for prohibiting a per- | 


| Mr. WILLIAMS, 


LOBE. 
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| are liable to be tried by court-martial, who are 
subject to the rules and articles of war, shall 
be permitted to hold civil office ornot. I think 
we had better adopt the amendment. I think 
we had better make the prohibition general. 

` | see no distinction between these officers and 
the others, Thisis the same proposition upon 
which we have just voted. 

Mr. PATTERSON. 
the Senator a question before he sits down, 
with his permission. 

Nr, TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Nr. PATTERSON. I see that the section 
provides— 

That it shalt not he lawfal for any officor of tho 
Army of the United States on the activo list to hold 
any civil office, whether by eloction or appointment; 
and any such officer accepting or exercising tho fune- 
tions of a civil ottico shall at once cease to bo an of- 
.cer ofthe Army,and his commission shall be vacated 

thereby. : 
_ Does that prevent the President from detail- 
ing an officer of the Army to perform clerical 
duty in the War Department? Suppose an- 
other war should arise like that through which 
we have passed ? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose it would not | 


prevent his doing-any duty that was connected 
with the military servico. I understand that 
in active service soldiers are detailed as aids 
to the commanding officer, to write letters for 
him; but I do not suppose that makes it a 
civil appointment. Anything that a detail 
covers this section does not interfere with. 


Mr. PATTERSON. But performing the © 


duties of a clerk, whether by detail or any- 
thing else, is fulfilling the functions of a civil 


office. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; to fulfill the 
functions of an office he must be the officer. 
He must have the power of the officer if he per- 
forms the functions of the office. I do not 
understand that a person can fulfill the func- 
tions of-a civil office unless he holds the civil 
office. He must be the officer. That is the 
meaning of this section as I understand it. 

Mr. MORTON. I do not see any occasion 
for the adoption of this amendment at this 
time. Nordo I feel the force of the reason 
offered by the Senator from Illinois. If this 
amendment should be adopted and become 
a law the effect of it would be that General 


_ Sickles must immediately. resign his position | 
‘| in the Army and lose that competence for life 
` which is necessary for him, or he must at onee | 


"ig the direct-effect of it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator how he gets over the present 
statute in reference to General Sickles? How 
does he answer the present-statute, which says 
_ that any person who accepts an office in the 
diplomatic or consular service: shall thereby 
vacate his position inthe Army? . 

Mr. MORTON. L-would say it is not under- 
. stood that General Sickles is out of the Army, 
or that he lost his pay as-a retired officer by 
accepting the position of miniater to Spain. If 


accepted it. There must be some doubt. on 
that question or he would: not have taken the 
place. By the way, here are sixty or seventy 
officers who -have been assigned. as Indian 
‘agents, who are now performing the duties of 
. Indian agents, and who have taken the oath 
required by law for the performance of those 
duties. They have lost their commissions and 
are outof the Army without knowing it, accord- 
ing to tkis argument. i Da S 
I think the law does not 
‘apply to sueh cages. It only applies to: th 
: diplomatic and consular service. _ : 
Mr. MORTON. That is the old law; but 
i this bill would. The former law would not 
apply to all the cases referred to, according to 
the Senator from Oregon ; but the present bill 
applies to them all. Bota et 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. | Will the Senator allow 
| me to read the section of the statute, if it will 
| not interrupt him? : Vet Pees 


I should like to ask ' 


| retire from his position ag embassador. That | 


it were Bo understood be would never have | 


| Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 
Me TRUMBULL. Section two of the act 
passed March 30, 1868, is in these words: 
“That any officer of the Army or Navy of tho 
il United States who sball, after the passage of this act, 
{i accept or hold any appointment in the diplomatic or 
|: consular service of the Government shall be consid- 
|! ered as having resigned his said offico, and the piace 
i held by him in the military or naval service shall be 
deemed and taken to be vacant, and shall be filled 
in the samc mannor asif thosaid officer had resigned 
the same.” 

I apprehend that covers the case of General 
Sickles. 

Mr. MORTON. It was not at the time 
understood as applying to a retired officer ; but 
the Senator may be right in saying that it does. 
But whether his construction is right or not, 
this would cut General Sickles off; it would 
cut Colonel Parker off; it would cut off every 
officer who has been assigned to the perform- 
ance of duty as an Indian agent on the plains; 
it would cut off the President's secretaries; it 
would look very much like a direct blow at the 
Administration, and would be so construed by 
the country. There is no occasion for it. 

Mr. DRAKE. As the yeas and nays have 
been called for on this motion, I deem it but 
proper to say a word or two in explanation of 
the grounds of my vote. I shall vote against 
the amendment, and I shall do it upon the 
ground of the very essential and manifest dif- 
terence between officers on the active list and 
officers on the retired list. When an officer 
is on the active list the Government appropri- 
: ates all his ability, all his time, and all his efforts 
to itself, and it is not proper that the right of 
the Government to his ability, his time, and his 
efforts should be interfered with by any civil 
office to which he might be elected or appointed. 
But his position on the retired list is wholly 
different. It is only within a possible contin- 
gency that he may be required to perform some 

uty or other in the Army in connection with 
military affairs. He is not required to go into 
the field. He is out of the range of active duty. 
All that he would ever be required to perform 
would be some subordinate duty of no conse- 
quence at all, and to perform which he could 
very easily retire from the civil office. 

Mr. WILSON. Under existing law he can- 
not be ordered to do anything. Under the 
provision proposed by the Senator from Wis- 
consin, which has been adopted, on his own 
application he may be assigued to duty. 

Mr. DRAKE, Thatonly strengthens my posi- 
tion. To say that these retired officers who, 
as the Senator from Massachusetts has said, 
: are in fact pensioners upon the Government, 
in view of their great services shall never derive 
| the emoluments of the office of justice of the 
i! peace or of notary public, or any other minor 
| office in any of the States, -seems to me to be 
: a needless deprivation, which might in. some 
i instances amount nearly to cruelty. f 
| _ Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, since the 
| ‘distinguished Senator from Indiana has under- 
| taken to make the Senators who vote for this 
| ‘amendment enemies of the Administration —— 
Mr. MORTON. I beg the Senstor’s par- 
‘don; I intend no such thing. a : 
~ Mr. WILLIAMS. The Senator said the 
amendment looked like a blow at the Admin- 
‘istration. I wish to ask him if the private sec- 
' retaries of the President, and.all the officers 
acting as Indian agents, were not, upon the 
i-active list of the Army? He proposes to vote 
| for a proposition that will deprive them of their 
; civil or military offices; and yet he claims 
: that because we propose to support this amend- 
ment it looks like a blow‘at the Administra- 
tion. Now, sir, I do not. know of. a. single 
| military officer who holds a eivil office. to-day 
-who is on the retired list of: the Army, except 
lit be General Sickles... 9 7 2 a o 
|| Mr. MORTON.. Ishenoton.the retired list? 

Mr. WILLIAMS., I believe he is; but these 
other officers to whom the Senator has referred 
are upon the'active list of the Army. . ; 
Will the Senator allow 


i 
i 
! 


| Mr. CONKLING. 


. + » il-me to makea suggestion? : 
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Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. What member of this 
body knows that the President or anybody cisa | 
has adjudicated that General Sickles atill holds 
a place on the retired list? Nobody is author- 
ized ta say that. We read the statute. The 
Senator seemed to think this othtrwise. Ido | 
not know that anybody has the right to say that ° 
the War Department or the Executive has ever 
adjudicated or been called upon to adjudicate 
that question, >. ` go 8 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I only know as to Gen- 
eral Sickles; and I certainly have no objec- 
tion——- ` : 


Mr. MORTON. Allow: me to suggest to 


j 
i 


| of the Army, amounting, as I understand from. 
' the chairman of the committee, to something 
(| like $700,000 a year. I do not think that in 
«| the present condition of this Government, with | 
i; such a debt upon us as we have, and with the ' 
! effort which is being made by the Senate to 


my friend from Oregon that if this section is i 
amended by striking out the words ‘‘active | 
list” it then applies to all officers, active and | 


retired, and makes them all ineligible; does ` 


it not? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Most certainly it does. 
Mr. MORTON. Then you strike atall these 


officers. ; ; 
Mr. TRUMBULL. It does not make them ` 


ineligible.. It makes them give up their. mil- 
itary office if they wish to hold a civil office. 
Mr. MORTON. -If you adopt the section 
as it now stands it makes ineligible officers | 
on the active list, and leaves the question open 
to implication in regard to those on the retired 
list ; does it not? : 
` Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask the Senator if he | 
is not in favor of providing that military officers | 
upon the active list shall be ineligible to civil 
ofice? Does he not propose to vote for that? 
Assuming that be does, then he cannot com-'! 


:, what the pay of an Army officer was. 
‘| wanted to learn it you had to go not only to ' 


of the people. I believe it is an honor which: 
belongs to those officers to which they are 
entitled, and of which we should not deprive 
them. I believe that to adopt this section of 
the bill would strike a blow at them which 
they ought not to receive, and which we ought 
not to inflict. 
Another objection to the section is that it 
provides.an increase of pay for other officers 


reduce taxation, we ought to adopt this meas- 
ure unnecessarily to increase the public debt. 
These are two reasons why I believe this sec- | 
tion should be stricken out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


i; is on the amendment of the Senator from Con- | 
i necticut, to strike out the fifteenth section. 


Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, I hope that 
section. will not be stricken out without due ', 
consideration. I believe that the section as j| 
presented to us by the Committee on Military |i 
Affairs introduces a very important reform in li 
the system of paying our officers. Heretofore. |, 
it has been almost impossible to: determine | 
If you 


‘ the Paymaster General’s office and make an ; 


plain of those who propose to vote to inclede i 


officers upon the retired list for the reason | P 


that they occupy under the law, as the Senator | 
from Illinois has demonstrated; so far as mili- , 
tary authority is concerned, the same position 
as officers upon the active list. - I am in favor 
of either providing that all military officers, | 
without distinction, shall be: eligible to civil 
‘office, so as to give every man an equal chance, 
so as to enable the Administration to avail 
itself of the services of all the military officers 
of the country for all purposes, or of adopting: | 
some principle upen the subject and excluding | 
military men from civil office altogether. The | 
penalty is no punishment. This section sim- 
ply provides that if 4 military officer accepts 
a civil position he. loses his position in the- 
Army.. Thatis the only consequence—that he 
skall not hold both offices..  ~ a 
“The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Av- 
TRONY in the chair.) The question is on the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Ii- 
nonn open which the yeas and nays‘have been 
ordered. 2 eee tt 9, Sl 
The quéstion being taken by yeas and nays, 
résulted--yeas 84, nays 22; ‘as follows: ál 
YEAS—Mesżsrs, Boreman, Buckingham, Casserly, 
Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Davis, Edmunds 
Flanagan, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of- 
Moþonal » Howell, Johnston, Kellogg, : 
0. 


ty 
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© 
las] 
Le} 
g 


oss, Saulsbtry, Schurz, Spencer, Sprague, ` 


= 
= 
E 
l 
È 


Wilson—22. 

- ABSEN T—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Oameron,Cat-! 
wl harm deta ans Neena igea Merit 
Robertson, and Yates—16. is 5 i A Repola, 

_So the amendment to, the amendment was. 
agreed fo... 00. ite ee id eg 

Mr: BUCKINGHAM. I move to amend by 
striking .out.the entire fiftéenth section. I will: 
say, Mr.: President, that I have two objections: 
ta this section. -One is that it reduces the pay 
of the General and Lieutenant General of ‘the 
Army. In that respect itis an indication that 
we regret having: placed : them in the. positions 
in which we have put:them, and regret having 
provided for the aniount of salary which is 
fixed by law. Ido not believe there is any 
such regret cr any such repentance on the part 


‘| the bard aud dangerous military duty, while’: 


li field, liable to be killed and to: endure dan- 
ji gerous exposure in inhospitable regions; are 


inquiry there, but you had to go from one office: ' 


:_ to another in order topick up your information | 
l by little items. ; 


I find in a document before me the pay of a 
colonel in the field $2,736, and including pay. 
roper and commutations. Here is the payof . 
a colonel at Washington, $4,146 28. ere is; 
the pay of a lieutenant colonel in the field,: | 
$2,446.50. . The: pay of a lieutenant :colonel 
stationed at Washington is:$3,608 02; and so'i: 
it goes through the whole list. How dogs: it! 
happen that the pay of an officer at Washington: 
is so mach larger than the-pay of an officer- in- 
the field? The difference accrues from an 
increase in the commutation of fuel and quar“ | 
ters which he has here, while he doesnot enjoy. || 
the same advantages in the field. © 0 . -l 

Now, so far as. I am aware, in all other: 
armies in the world the pay of the officer-is:| 
increased when he goes to take the field in 
active service, and it is reduced again when 


is it:that there is, as a general thing, so great ` 
an urgency of officers of the Army for employ- 

ment here at Washington?. The reason is, | 
simply, that their duties here are easy and pleas- 
ant, that:they can mingle with civilized society, 


and at the same:time enjoy very great material | 


advantapes.: It seems to me, therefore, thatthe | 
reform proposed in.the bill presented to us by | 
the Miltary-Committee is a very desirable:and | 
jastone. Itis just to those officers who perform: | 


under the present system those who are in the- 


laboring under great disadvantage as compared | 
with those who sit comfortably. in their offices :! 
here in the capital of the country. > >= >| 
-E believe there is no worse system of paying 
officers than that which we have at present in’ 
our Army, where nobody cana ascertain but by: 
the most difficult process of minute inquiry: 
what really the pay of an officer is. We-have 
a number of major generals, and there are not: | 
any two of pasar pa -is the same. Here 
is Major General H. W. Halleck, whose pay 
proper is $2,640. “The allowances rin it up: 
to $9,862 98.) Here is Major General Meade, 
whose pay proper:is also’ $2,640. -Phe allow-: 
ances run it-up to $9,342 05. Here's Major 
General Hancock, whose pay: proper is the’ 
same, but whose allowances run it up to $9,785, 
Here is General Schofield, with the same pay 
proper, whose allowances make in the aggre- 
gate an income of $7,432. : 


i 


I! 
service in the field is over and he goes into 
garrison; and I think so it ought to be. Why |. 


‘ vide fuel. 


How do these discrepancies arise? From 
the circumstance that in some places the quar. 
termasters compute the value of quarters, fuel 
and forage higher than at other places; a sya. 
tem which necessarily gives rise to great irreg- 
ularities, and is excessively difficult of over. 
sight and control. It may, indeed, be assumed 
that thousand and thousands of dollars are 
thus paid out without our knowing how, why, 
and wherefore. ; 

Now, it seems to me that the system pro- 

osed in this bill is in every respect preferable, 
[e we accept, it then we shall know exactly 
what the officers of the Army are entitled to 
and what they receive. That mysterious net- 
work of commutations will cease to confuse 


’ accounts and to puzzle those who want to know 


the truth. Then we shall know also that those 


: who are serving in the field against the Indians 


and are braving the hardships of campaign life 
are not laboring under any disadvantage as 


`. compared with those who sit comfortably in 


their offices at Washington and unite with all 
the luxuries of civilized life at the same time 
pay far higher than that which those receive 
who do the dangerous work. I therefore earn- 
estly hope the Senate will not reject this sec. 
tion without due consideration. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I believe it is in order 
to amend the section before it is stricken out, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to strike out the 
word ‘‘quarters,’’ in line forty-one of the fif- 
teenth'section. The section, it will be seen, is 


` inconsistent with itself. By the previous lines 


of the section, beginning in line thirty-eight, it 
is declared that the sums allowed to the differ- 
ent officers— ve 

. Shall be in full of:all commutation of quarters, 
fuel, forage, dorvanis’ wages and clothing, longevity 
rations, and all allowances of every name and nature 
whatever. `` 

.- Then-comes the proviso: 

Provided, That fuel, quarters, and forage in kind 
may be issued to officers by the quartermaster’s de- 
partment, as now allowed by law and regulations, 

: After providing that the pay allowed by the 
bill shall bein full of all these things, then the 
proviso declares that fuel, quarters, and forage 
in kind may be issued. © Ican understand why 
fuel and forage in kind might beissued. Per- 
haps forage ought to be, and fuel algo. I do 
not know but that forage for the horse would 
comé under the same regulation as food for the 
soldier; and it may be proper to furnish ‘fuel 
in kind, beeause-it would be very expensive 
for an officer on the plains sometimes to pro- 
It might cost, perhaps, fifty dollars 
a cord. You might allow him fuel and forage; 
but how you are to issue quarters in kind I do 
not understand; Thisisa provision which will 
be beneficial to officers who have quarters here 
in Washington, I suppose, in hired houses; 
but I do not think they should be put on any 
better térms than the officers who are in the 
field, and who will have ho allowance what- 
ever for quarters. If I understand this matter’ 
oorrectly—I am not bire that I do, and the 
Senator from Massachusetts will correct me if 
I am wrong—~an officer in the field has no allow- 
ance for quarters, Am I right? 

Mr. WILSON. He is furnished fuel and 
quarters in kind.: - ; 7 
“Mr. TRUMBULL. Does te have quarters 
inthe field? 0) >> ae ony 

Mr. WILSON. ` It depends on where he is. 

~Mri TRUMBULL. Suppose heisina tent? 

- Mr. WILSON. Not in a tent. 

“Mr. TRUMBULL. He has nothing but 9 
tent; ‘while if he-were stationed in Washing- 
ton he would have a house costing hundreds 
of dollars rent. Now, I move to strike out 
this word “ quartets’’ in thé forty-first line of 
the section. AE N a 4 ; : 
` Mr. WILSON. Í shall detain the Senate 
but a moment in explanation of this matter. 
Let me say to the Senator from Illinois that 
striking out the word ‘‘quarters’’ in this sec- 
tion would work a great and gross inequality. . 
The officers of the line are generally farnished 


with fuel and quarters. All our forts and ail 
our military stations have quarters for officers || 
and their families. Take Fortress Monroe, |. 
Fert Leavenworth, and all the forts and mil- 
sary stations of the country, and there the 
Government has provided quarters, and fur- 
nishes those quarters to the officers and their 
families; and many of the officers have their 
families there, and are furnished with fuel and 
quarters there. But if one of those officers of 
she line is detailed on special duty, say for 
recruiting purposes, and sent perhaps to Chi- 
cago in the Senator's State, the Government 
has no quarters there for him. Instead of 
hiring quarters, the policy has been to com- 
mute for quarters; allowing a certain sum 
instead of hiring quarters for the officers. 

Take the case of a captain stationed at Fort- 
ress Monroe or Fort Leavenworth, where he 
has fuel and quarters furnished by the Govern- 
ment, and has his wife and perhaps children 
with him. He is ordered to go to some other 
part of the country where the Government has 
no quarters—to go to New York, or Philadel- 
phia, or Chicago. The Government has no 
quarters for him there, no station. Then, if 
he is not furnished with quarters, what is his 
condition? He has got to take himself there, 
and his family with him; take his furniture or 
sell it at a large loss; and instead of being fur- 
nished with fuel and quarters he has got to | 
furnish fuel and quarters for himself; he is a 
rained officer. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let me inquire of the | 
Senator, is he any worse off than he would be 
if he were ordered to active service on the 
plains? 

Mr. WILSON. I suppose nearly fonr fifths 
of all the officers are furnished with fuel and 
quarters in kind. Many of them are stationed 
where we can furnish them. We have stations 
over the country that have cost this Govern- 
ment hundreds of thousands and millions of 
dollars; stations where we farnish quarters for 
officers, and furnish them with fuel. If we 
order an officer to leave one of these places 
and go into an Indian campaign, we furnish a 
house for him if we can find it anywhere, or 
barracks, or erect temporary barracks, or give 
him a tent. That is campaign work, and can- 
not be helped. Let me tell the Senator that 
we have furnished officers fuel in kind where | 
it has cost this Government $100 for a cord of 
wood. In many places we have to purchase 
wood at enormous rates because they draw it 
in kind. 

Take the case of the staff officers in this 
city. I know there is a feeling against them. , 
We have fifty members of Congress who have 
served in the field and rendered good service. 
I appreciate their services highly ; but some- ‘i 
how or other they have got the idea into their 
heads—I do not know how they got it there— 
that they did all the work in the war. Why, 
sir, there are men in these offices in this city 
who worked five hours to their one, and I 
think ten to their one, who toiled day and 
night. Take men like Meigs and Rucker; men | 
who handled the quartermaster’s department |: 
as the world never saw a quartermaster’s de- | 
partment handled before; who took up armies ' 
in one part of this broad land and hurled them 
in a few days at another and distant point. The | 
achievements of the quartermaster’s depart- | 


ment during the war exceeded anything re- | 
corded in the history of military movements. | 
The great movements of Napoleon were child’s ‘| 
play alongside of them. Wehad a great num- | 
ber of very able and competent officers who 
toiled night and day in these offices. We all | 
know what military movements are. Some- | 
times officers are exposed; their breasts are | 
bared to the enemy; but that is what a soldier ' 
ealists for; that is the place where a soldier 

loves to be. But thereare weeks and months |) 
sometimes that the Army lies in camp with | 
everything quiet, with nothing narticatae for | 
the officers of the line to do. - | 


There has been a disposition to underrate || . 
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the services of the staff departments of the 
Army. Sir, without a staff department an 
army is a worthless thing. You will find that 
Alison atates in Blackwood that the graves 
around Sebastopol are monuments of the im- 
becility of the staff department of the English 
army. He states that never were such regi- 
men:s sent to a war from England before, but 


they went out as separate and distinct organ- | 
` izations. 
staff departments had been broken up afterthe | 
peace of 1815, and that mogcem English 


By the legislation of Parliament the 


army went into that war without staff officers 
and starved to death in the face of food. Every 


writer on the subject of an army says, '' Have | 


an experienced, well-trained staff; keep that 
always ready.’’ Calhoun said so when Boots: 
tary of War; Crawford said it; Scott said it. 
All our military men have always proposed 
that. Havea staff during peace, men who have 
studied their profession, men who understand 


all about it, and with such a staff you can ij 


create an army and move an army and fightan 
army anywhere. Without that you may send 


splendid soldiers into the field, but a great || 


deal of their force is lost. 

A sort of prejudice has been raised in the 
country against the staff department because 
they commute. The system of commuting was 


` adopted in this country to protect the Govern- 


ment in this way against furnishing fuel and 
quarters in kind. It was believed that it would 
save money to the Government. I have nota 
doubt that the system of commutation that has 
been adopted has cost this Government during 
the last ten years far less than it would have 
cost to have furnished the officers fuel and 
quarters in kind. I should be willing to adopt 
a rule that the Government might furnish fuel 


and quarters in kind according to law and reg- | 
ulations, and commute nowhere. 
` Now, sir, this amendment, if adopted, will : 
‘work the grossest injustice. 
` will be located where they can save a little 


money to their families; and but few of them 
can save anything anyhow. 
made beggars by its adoption. 
Mr. NYE. 
him a question ? 


Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. 


` Mr. NYE. Why do you not make an allow- 


ance to the officers where there are not quar- 


ters to be obtained, so as to put them on an | 
` equal footing with other officers? 
Mr. WILSON. In my judgment to-day of |, 
the men who are in the service in the line, who 
! are not detailed for other purposes, four fifths 


of them have fuel and quarters furnished in 
kind, and not tents or camps. . I mean the men 
who are moving in the field, who are at our 
military posts, who are outon the Pacific coast ; 
who are away out at Fort Parker. In all the 
forts in that region we have fuel and quarters 
and furnish them to the officers, and they take 
their wives and children there with them. I 


' think it would be unjust to strike out ‘‘ quar- 


ters’’ if we are to adopt this;section. This 
section cuts down the pay of the General and 
Lieutenant General. It seemed to me that it 
would have been better to leave the whole pay 
department alone; but as the House adopte 


: it, and iti d the pay in the aggregate, I | 
das willine to Ieren etle nd |. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Ben- 
because I thought this | 


was willing to increase the pay a little an 
agree to the proposition t 
section equalized it. ‘This ‘section equalizes 
the pay better, if you will look it through, than 
the existing law. 


that. ET 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I suppose it is 
apparent now to everybody that this bill can- 
not be got through to-night; and as I under- 
stand the Senator from Massachusetts will not 
be here to-morrow morning, I demand the 
regular order. s 

"he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 

from Maine calls for the regular order, which 
was laid aside informally in order to take up 
this bill. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I hope not. Let. us 


Some officers . 


Others will be i 


Will the Senator allow me to ask ; 


There is no doubt about | 


this bill. We can finish it in half an 


Mr. WARNER. 
Mr. RAMSEY. 
|| commence voting. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator 
i from Massachusetts, I think, can now have no 
; expectation of getting the bill through to-day, 
and therefore I feel authorized to demand the 
regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular 
order being called for, the appropriation bill is 
before the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON. I should be very glad to be 
allowed to finish this bill. At any rate I should 
like to try it a little while longer. 

Mr. STEWART and others. You cannot 


do it. 

Mr. CONKLING. We can if we stop debat- 
ing immaterial matters, 

Mr. WILSON. LI hope we shall take a vote 
on theamendment of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam sure that we can 
finish this bill in thirty minutes if the Senate 
will only continue it. We now understand it. 
| I have made a motion to amend. I do not 
|| want to talk about it, and I am willing to with- 
| draw it if that will bring us to a vote on the 


bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator 
from Illinois will understand that there is not 
the same willingness on all hands to finish the 
| bill that he manifests. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought there was 
around me. If there is a disposition to debate 
| it, it cannot be finished, I suppose; but I think 
we had better go on for a while, at any rate, 
and try it. 

: Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


finish 
hour. 


Let us adjourn. 
Let us quit talking and 


Here is a Sen- 
ator on his feet [Mr. Warner] who proposes 
to make a speech upon it, and I understand 
there are others who desire to do so. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If it ison my amend- 
ment I will withdraw it. 

Mr. WARNER. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

r. SAWYER. I ask the Senator to with- 
draw that motion for one moment. 

Mr. CONKLING and others. No, no; let 
us vote it down. 

Mr. SAWYER. 
reference. 

. The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
|, Senator from Alabama withdraw the motion? 

-Mr. WARNER. No; I will not. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the motion to adjourn. 

The question being put; there were ona 
| division—ayes 28, noes 21. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ayes 
i it, and the Senate stands adjourned 
until—— pes 
| - Mr. THAYER. Icall for the yeasand nays. 
| Mr, RAMSEY and others. Itistoolate. The 
Chair has announced the result of the vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ' The Sen- 
ator from Nebraskaaddressed the Chair before 
the vote had been announced, and in time, in 
i| the opinion of the Chair. — 

. The yeas and nays were ordered. 


I desire to offer a bill for 


d| Mr, THAYER. I now ask. permission to 


make a.statement, I will take but a moment. 
ator from Nebraska asks unanimous consent 
i| to make a statement. Is there objection? The 
Chair-hears none. . ae: 

. Mr. THAYER. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs is obliged to leave 
the city under circumstances. peculiarly dis- 
tressing, and he may be kept from the city for 
several weeks. He desires to have this bill 
|} disposed of before he leaves, if possible. I 
|| therefore make this statement, and ask the 
| Senate to consider it and dispose of the bill 
| to-night. He is obliged to leave under circum- 
stances which would render it necessary for 
| any of us to leave. 3 
it Mr. WILLIAMS. Let us have an evening 


| k 
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Mr. CONKLING. Let us vote without 
further debate. 

Mr. STEWART. I suppose this bill will 
occupy us several days. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The state- 
ment of the Senator from Nebraska was made 


is in order pending the motion to adjourn. 


i 


! 
i 


i: 
k 


Mr. CASSERLY. I should like to havea ' 


bill taken from the desk which has come from 
the House of Representatives, altering the 


Massachusetts would make a statement and let 
us know what he wants us to do. 
Mr. WILSON. If we coyld get through 


|| with this bill by seven o'clock I should be ver 


glad to do it. I must leave at that time. 
should like to try to get the bill through, at any 


by unanimous consent, and no further debate ‘| rate. 


Several Senators. You cannot doit | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to adjourn, on which the yeas 


: and nays have been ordered. 


boundaries of a land district in California, for | 
andaries of a land district in California, fo <gegaited-oeas 11, naye 26,00 follows’ 


the purpose of reference. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ohjeeon to that being done? 

Mr. 


Is there ` 
CONKLING. Which way did the Sen- - 


ator from California vote on the motion to ; 


adjourn? 


tion isin order. I merely want to refer a bill 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. CONKLING. 


i 


If the Senator voted on | 


the wrong side on the motion to adjourn I am | 


afraid I shall object. ` 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us try this question | 


first. i 
Mr. HAMLIN. Let as have a division again 


on the motion. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Remarks | 
The ques- | 


are in the nature of an objection. 
tion is on the motion that the Senate do now 
adjourn, upon which the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I do not think it was 
intended to object to my motion. It is a mo- 
tion, of course, to refer a bill that is on the 
table which came from the House, altering the 
boundaries of a land district, to the Committee 
on Public Lands. i 


Mr. EDMUNDS. You can refer it to-mor- © 


row morning. We are losing time. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there is 
no objection the bill to which the Senator from 
California refers will be considered as referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 
hears nc objection, and the bill (H. R. No. 


1964} to ehange the boundaries of the Stockton | 


land district in the State of California will be 
referred to that committee. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- | 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced | 


that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
1986) to extend the provisions of the preémp- 


tion laws to the Territory of Colorado, and for . 


other purposes. 


had passed a concurrent resolution to print ' 
such additional extra number of the agricul- : 


tural report of 1868 as will be required to give 


the members of the House from those States : 


not represented in the Fortieth Congress the | 


same number as Was assigned to the members 


resented. 


The message further announced that the | 


House had agreed to the concurrent resolution 


f 


of the Senate to print one thousand extra ' 


copies of the report made by the officers of the ; 


United States Naval Observatory of the total . 


eclipse of the sun of August 7, 1869, for the | 
use of the Senate, two thousand extra copies | 


for the use of the House of: Representatives, 


and five hundred extra copies for the distribu- | 


tion among scientific bodies and individuals by 
the Superintendent of the United States Naval 
Observatory. ae 


` REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (H. 
R. No. 987) to reduce the number of officers 
in the Army of the United States, and for other 
parposes. is before the Senate as in Committee 
of the Whole. The Senator from Alabama has 
submited a motion that. the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish the Senator from 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


YEAS—Messrs. Brownlow, Davis,, Drake, Ross, 
Schurz, Sprague, Stewart, Stockton, Vickers, Warner, 
and Williams—ll. g 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Buckingham, Chandler, 
Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, Fenton, 
Hamilton of Maryland, lamlin, Harlan, Howard, 


i i Johnston, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Pat- 
Mr. CASSERLY. I do not think that ques- |: 


terson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Sawyer, Scott, Spencer, Sum- 
nor, Thayer, Thurman, Tipton, and Trumbull—23, 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Bayard, Bore- 
man, Cameron, Carpenter, Casserly, Cattell, Ferry, 
Flanagan, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Har- 
ris, Howe, Howell, Kellogg, Lowis, MoCreery, Mor- 
rill of Vermont, Norton, Nye, Osborn, Pool, Ramsey, 
Revels, Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, Sherman, Wil- 
ley, Wilson, and Yates—33. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Doesthe Sen- 
ator from Illinois withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Notif wecan get a vote 


on it. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Ilinois. 

The amendment to the amendment was 


: rejected—ayes fourteen, noes not counted. 


Mr. MORTON. I desire to suggest to the 


` chairman the propriety of amending the twen- 


‘ capacity should have a 


| cate here. 
The Chair || 


tieth section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion now recurs on the motion of the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. Bucxixeuam} to strike 


i| out the entire fifteenth section. 
Mr. CORBETT. I have been waiting for | 


some one to move to raise the pay of the chap- 
lains. The poor chaplain, I see, has no advo- 


e has always heretofore received , 


the pay of a captain, and it is cut down from | 


the pay of a captain, in this section, which is | 


$1,800, to $1,400. A man who educates him- 


self, enters the Army, and has no promotion, - 
| has to live upon $1,400 a year. 


t looks to 
me that it is an effort to drive the chaplains 


 outof the Army. I think that these men— 
| there are very few of them—who are willing to 


sacrifice their time and join the Army in this 


fn I 


ir compensation. 
move to make the pay of chaplains $1,800, so 


` as to correspond with the pay of captains, the 


t . 
'| same as it always has been. 
The message also announced that the House , Y 


It is in the nine- 
teenth line of the fifteenth section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Oregon moves to strike out ‘‘ $1,400,” 


' in the nineteenth line of the fifteenth section, 


as the pay of chaplains, and insert ‘“‘ $1,800.” 
The amendment was rejected ; there being, 


il on a division—ayes 18, noes 20. 
of the House from such States as were so rep- | ; 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
recurs on the motion of the Senator from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. BucxinenaM, ] to strike out the 
entire section. 

Mr. CORBETT. I move now to make the 
pay of chaplain $1,600, the amount allowed to 


a lieutenant.. 
Mr. RAMSEY. The House put it at $1,200 
1,400. Let it 


and our committee put it at 
rest at that. ‘ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


| from Oregon moves now to insert $1,600 


instead of $1,400 as the pay of a chaplain. 

The question being put, there were on a 
division—ayes 28, noes 15. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. T call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 30, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony,” Brownlow, Bucking- 
ham, Corbett, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Howard, McDonald, Morrill of Maino, Mor- 
ten, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Ross, Sawyer, 


i 


Soott, Spencer, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, 7 
Tipton, Trombull,\Warner.Wil liamsend Paaren 
AYS—Messrs. Boreman, Casserly, Chandler, Colo, 

Conkling, Homiton of Maryland, Johnston, Me 
Yreery, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Schurz, Stock 
Thurman, and Vickers—15. z, Stockton, 

ABSEN''—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Bayard, Cam- 
eron, Carpenter, Cattell, Cragin, Davis, Ferry, Flan- 
agan, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Harris 
Howe, Uowell, Kellogg. Lewis, Morrillof Vermont. 
Norton, Pool, Revels, Robertson, Saulsbury, Sher- 
man, Willey, and Yates—27. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion recurs on the motion of the Senator from 
Connecticut to strike out the entire fifteenth 
section. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido notintend to occupy 
any time; but I will say that I am in favor of 
striking out this section, first, because I am 
ashamed to reduce the pay of the General and 
the Lieutenant General, who have covered 
themselves and us with glory; but when they 
die and pass away, and new men come in, we 
can make a further provision for those success- 
ors; but I want them to have, if it is $25,000 a 
year, all they did have when they did the deeds 
that they have done. So much for that. 

A word now as to the rest of the officers of 
the Army whose pay will be increased, and it 
may be ostensibly made more equal by this sec- 
tion. In point of fact, honestly administered, 
the present system is more equal, because the 
cost of the living of an officer depends upon 
where he is sent and where he is bound to go. 
The officers in this city who get the highest 
allowances come out at the end of the year 
poorerthan those who get in other places least 
allowances. ‘Therefore, I believe it is unjust, 
it is unfair, although apparently equal; and 
then when you come to the aggregate, the chair- 
man of the committee has satisfied me that it 
positively increases the cost to the Treasury. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I do not think the Senator 
from Vermont is exact in his statements. He 
says that the pay of an officer in Washington, 
on account of the expense of living, amounts 
really to less than the pay of an officer on the 
plains. But he does not take one thing into 
consideration. Most of the officers in the Army 
have families; and when they are sent against 
the Indians they cannot have their families 
along with them; they have got to leave them 
somewhere. And who furnishes to those fam- 
ilies quarters and fuel and all that? Nobody. 
The officers have to defray the expenses them- 
selves. Butofficersherein Washington, who can 
have their families with them, get almost every- 
thing they wantatthe most liberal rates. There 
is the difference; and therefore I say.there is 
| great inequality in the pay, not to speak of the 

circumstance that those who go to the plains 
- expose their lives and run all the risks of actual 
war, in case of fatal accident leaving their fam- 
ilies in distress, while these gentlemen who are 

referred in point of allowances, are seated 
here comfortably in their arm-chairs out of 
harm’s way. It is for this reason that I think 
| the system, which prevails in other countries, 
| where officers get increase of pay when they go 
into campaign and lose that increase as 800n as 
they return home, is more. just and equitable. 
For this reason I shall vote for the pay section 
of this bill. ae 3 
Mr. NYE. If I understand this section, it 
really increases the pay of the officers below 
the General. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does it increase the pay 
of major generals? ; 

Mr. NYE. When you get below the grade 
of General it increases the pay of the lower 
officers. . If that is the intention of it: I have 
no objection. There is no branch of the pub- 
lic service of this country that I would more 
cheerfully sustain than I would the Army and 
the Navy of the nation. I regard them ‘88 
worthy of the highest consideration of the 
nation and the Government. 

Mr. President, is it possible 
| tion is gravely submitted to an 


that the ques- 
American Sen- 
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ate, and is it possible when it is thus submitted 
that the Senate is going to vote to cut down 
the salary of the General and Lieutenant Gen- 
eral of its Army? If that idea is entertained 
I desire to say a few words in opposition to it. 
I shall not trace, or attempt to trace, the hun- 
dred bloody fields and describe the conflicts 
which were led by the now General of the 
armies. 

Mr. President, it is suggested to me on the 
left that I move an amendment to leave the 
pay of the General and Lieutenant General 
where it 18. 

Mr. STEWART. I have an amendment to 
that effect: 

Provided, That this act—— 

Nr. NYE. Will my colleague wait a moment. 
I insist upon it that this side of Nevada should 
have a little chance. [Laughter.] It is sug- 

ested 
fias officers, and then let the rest of the sec- 
tion pass. I will move that amendment, and 


then——— 

Nr. BUCKINGHAM. I suggest that we try 
the question first on striking out the whole 
section. 

Mr. NYE. I was about to ask if such an 
amendment would be in order when the Sen- 
ator from Vermont rose a short time ago. 

Nr. BUCKINGHAM. It will be-in order 
certainly if this section is not stricken out. 

Mr. NYE. I will then move my amend- 
ment after the vote is taken on striking out. 
Certainly with that provision in it, as it stands, 
I shall have to vote to strike out. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I ask gen- 
tlemen to give me their attention for a moment. 
I find the greatest uncertainty as to the effect 
of this section if it be adopted. It has been 
stated here that the chairmar. of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs of the House insists 
that in the aggregate it will produce a reduc- 
tion of the expenses of the Army. On the 
other hand it is stated that the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate is 
of the opinion that it will materially enhance 
the expenses. 

Mr. NYE. Seven hundred thousand dollars. 


Mr. THURMAN. I do not understand it | 


to be so much as that, but materially enbanced. 


On the other hand there are great reasons for | 
preferring the system of payment provided by | 


this fifteenth section to the present system, 


doing away with commutations and providing | 


plainly and fairly and intelligibly what shall be 
the pay of officers of the Army. What it is 
now we cannot tell. The aggregate amount 
of compensation ought not to be increased ; 
bat yet it may be proper to make this section 
in such a shape as to preserve the beneficial 
feature of it; that is, the certain, fixed, intel- 
ligible pay, without at the same time increas- 
ing the aggregate cost. That can only be done 
in a committee; it cannot be done in open 
Senate. This is a subject of investigation in 
a committee to find out how, without increas- 


ing the aggregate cost of the Army, you can |. 


so graduate this pay among the several officers 
of the Army as to preserve the system provided 
for in the fifteenth section. 

That is one thing I have to say; and then 
there is another feature of the bill about which 
there was debate to-day. The amendment of 
my colleague was voted down, and the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Illinois to the twenty- 
first section was adopted. There is a good deal 
of difficulty about that, as was suggested by 
the Senator from Indiana. 

Under these circamstaniees I do not think 
the Senate is now prepared to act on this bill; 
nor do I think there is any necessity for the 
Senate acting upon it now. It can act upon it 
in two weeks from now just as well as at pres- 
ent. I therefore move that the bill be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and on that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to say one word 


to me to move an amendment as to - 


only. The House of Representatives has passed 
a bill; the Senate committee has reported a 
' substitute for that bill. There is a disagree- 
| ment to some extent between the bill of the 
, Senate and that of the House, though the gen- 
|i eral features of the Senate bill follow that of 
|| the House. I think it would be better to pass 
upon our bill and let this matter go back to the 
ouse, and it may possibly in the end lead to 
a committee of conference, where the two 
Houses can adjust the matter. That.is where 
in the end it will have to be settled. 
© Mr. THURMAN. That is the very last thing, 
` in my judgment, that is desirable. I think that 
, of all committees to shape legislation a com- 
! mittee of conference is the worst. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
-is that the bill be recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, upon which the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 18, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Casserly, Drako, Johnston, Mo- 
Creery, Morton, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Ross, Sawyer, 
Schurz. Spencer, Sprague, Stewart, Stockton, Thur- 
man, Vickers, and Warner—18. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Buckingham, 
Chandier, Cole, Corbett. Edmunds, Fenton, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Howard, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, 
Nye, Osborn, Scott, Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Trum- 
bull, Williams, and Wilson—21. 
ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Bayard, Brown- 
low, Cameron, Carpenter, Cattell, Conkling, Cragin, 
! Davis, Ferry, Flanagan, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton 

of Texas, Hamlin Harlan, Harris, Howe, Howell, 
Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Pat- 
' terson, Pomeroy, Pool, Revels, Robertson, Saulsbury, 
| Sherman, Willey, and Yates—33. 


So the motion to recommit was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion recurs on the motion of the Senator from 
Connecticut, to strike out the fifteenth section. 

Mr. NYE. I move to amend the section so 
as to make it read: : 

That the pay of the officers of the Army shall be 
as follows: the pay of the General, Lieutenant Gen- 
eral, major gencrals, and brigadier generals shail 
continue as at present. The pay of colonels shall 
be $3,500, &c. 

And let the rest of the section stand as it is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That will not accomplish 
the purpose, because that will apply only to 
the pay proper. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, Just strike those officers 
out of the section, and then the pay will remain. 

Mr. NYE. Very well. Imove, then, to strike 
i out all down to the pay of colonel, in line 


i 


| 


seven. - 
| Mr. WILLIAMS. Then insert before the 
word ‘ officers,” in line two, the words ‘‘ fol- 
lowing-named ;’’ so as to read: 

The pay of the following-named officersofthe Army 
shall be as follows. ‘ . 

And then strike out all down to colonel, so 
as not to say anything about the pay of the 
General and Lieutenant General. : 

Mr. NYE. Thatis my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Ne- 


vada, [Mr..Nyx.]. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of: Maryland, called for 
the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. | 
| Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I shall vote for this 
amendment, but I shall still hope that the 
whole section will be stricken out. 

The question being taken on Mr. Nye’s 
amendment, by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 
21, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Buckingham, Chandler, 
Corbett, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Harlan, Mo- 
Donald, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Nye, Ramsey, 
Rice, Ross, Sawyer, Scott, Sprague, Stewart, War- 
ner,and Williams—2L, : 

NA Messrs. Boreman, Casserly, Cole, Cragin, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Howard, Johnston, Mo- 
Creery, Osborn, Pratt, Schurz, Spencer, Stockton. 


Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, and 
Wilson—19. : 

ABSENT—Measrs. Abbott, Ames, Bayard, Brown- 
low, Cameron, Carpenter, Cattell, Conkling, Davis, 
Ferry, Flanagan, Fowler,Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, 
Hamlin, Harris, Howe, Howell, Kellogg, Lewis, Mor- 
rill: of Vermont, Norton, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, 
Revels, Robertson, Sauisbury, Sherman, Thayer, 
Willey, and Yates~-32. - 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


, The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques: 
tion now recurs ‘on the motion of the Senator 
from Connecticut, to strike out the. fifteenth 
section. l 

Mr. SAWYER. 
the bill reads: 

_And these sums shall be in full of all commuta- 
tion of quarters, fuel, forage, servants’ wages and 
clothing, longevity rations, and all allowances of 
every name and nature whatever. 

That is a proviso which speaks of the pay 
of colonel and lieutenant colonel. It would 
appear that that clause which I have read re- 
fers especially to the pay of colonel and lieu- 
tenant colonel—— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That has already been 
amended. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the 
proviso read as amended, beginning at line 
thirty-four. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the Gen- 
eral ofthe Army, if Lam not mistaken, receives 
about three times as much pay as a judge of the 
Supreme Court. His pay amounts to about the 
aggregate salary of three judges of the Supreme 
Court, in round numbers. The pay of the 
Lieutenant General amounts to more than the 
aggregate salary of two judges of the Supreme 
Court. The pay of the General amounts to 
about four times the pay of a Senator in Con- 
gress; the pay of the tiewtenant General some- 
where near three times as much. I donot say 
that they receive too much pay. Whether 
they do or not I do not undertake to determ- 
ine; but this I do say, that there ought to be 
some just relationship between the salaries 
that are paid to the officers of the Govern- 
ment, whether they are in the civil or whether 
they are in the military service. I see no rea- 
son for putting the military service so much 
higher than the civil service ; that the General 
of the Army shall receive three times the sal- 
ary of the Chief Justice of the United States. 
After the amendment that hasjust been adopted, 
I shall vote for the motion of the Senator from 
Connecticut to strike out the whole section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. BuckineHam; ] to strike out the 
fifteenth section. 

The motion to strike out was agreed to; 


In the thirty-eighth line 


| there being, on a division—ayes 23, noes 14. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I move to amend 
the twentieth section, between the fifth and 
sixth lines, by adding “Adjutant General. ” 
The object is to repeal that law which pro- 
hibits promotions in the Adjutant General’s 


office. 

Mr. STEWART. I think we had better 
strike out all of that section after the word 
“í repealed.” Ido not see why there should, 
not be promotions in the ordnance department. 
A short time ago the chairman of the commit- 
tee was eulogizing these staff officers. I donot 
see why a discrimination should be allowed, 
and why there should be promotions in the 
medical department and none in the subsistence 
department, the pay department, or the ord- 
nance department. If the Senator from Con- 
necticut will amend his amendment by strik- 
ing out all after the word ‘‘repealed’’ it will 
leave promotions in each of the staff depart- 


ments. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Ihave no objection. 

Mr. STEWART. Then the motion is to 
strike out in the twentieth section all after the 
word ‘‘yepealed.”’ 

Mr. MORTON. I desire to say one word 
in favor of that motion. I am advised that the 
commissary department requites to be filled 
up, and that there are promotions necessary in 
that department; but as the law now stands no 
promoiions can be made in the commissary 
department. Therefore I think all of the sec- 
tion should be stricken out after the word 
‘í repealed.” ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment to the twentieth 
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section, striking ont all after the wot -€ re- 
pealed.”” Re ie 

The amendment to the 
agreed to. Ce ae a 
’ Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I move to strike out 
the eighth section. The eighth section provides 
that whenever a vacancy shall occur in the 
office of Adjutant General and the other heads 


amendment was 


of the staff departments there shall beio pro- ; 


motions. Now, I claim that those positions 
section will be strieken out. : 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


tion is on the motion of the Senator from Con: | 


necticut, to strike out the eighth section. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


l! tor from Ohio can accomplish his object by 


Mr. WARNER. I move to strike out the: 


fifth section. It accomplishes now no purpose, i 
It is a mere intimation to the | 
gentlemen holding the places of General and | 


no economy. 


Lieutenant General that they are supernumera- 
ries, and I think it is unworthy of Congress 
and of the country, -. A EEES 

Mr. WILLIAMS. It appears to me that it 
is a compliment to these men. It says we 
think more of them than we.ever shall of any 
men in the United States. 

Mr. TRUMBULL and others. . That is it 


exactly. - k 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis 
to strike out the fifth section. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion now is on agreeing to the amendment 
reported by the Committee on Military Affairs; 


moved 


as amended, as a substitute for the. House | 


amendment: I move to strike out. the sixth 
section of this substitute and to insert in lieu 
thereof the fourth section of the House bill; 
‘und I ask that it be reported. oa 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The effect of that would 
simply be, instead of letting the number of 
major generals be diminished as they go out 
of the office, to turn somebody out. 
the amendment will not be agreed to, 

Mr. WARNER. That is exactly the effect 
of it, It is to reduce the number of. major 
generals by one. `: P 
. Mr: TRUMBULL. And by turning some- 


body out. a E : 
RNER: I think that reduction will 


Mn W 
give universal satisfaction. ; > .. 

ThePRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Alabama. . l : 
- The amendment to the amendment 
tejected. 


was 
; Sins he 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


tion now is on the amendment of the Com: | 


mittee on Military Affairs, as amended. 
Mr. THURMAN. I'should like to‘have 
first section, ag‘amended, read.” >“ 


ö'have the 
st seetiod of the 


The Secretary read the first 
amendment, as follows: ©” ; 
` That the Président be, and he is hereby, author- 


ized and directed, on or before the lstiday of July; 


1871, to reduce. the number of 


\ F enlistdd mep in the 
Army to thirty thousand, and, thereafter there shall 


be no more than thirty thousand enlisted men in the 
ay any onè time; unless otherwise dithorized 
- Mr, THURMAN. -The amendment: as re- 
ported was to reduce the. number to twenty- 
five thotsand. ` a ee es 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It has been changed.” 
:-Mr. THURMAN, Can we hót batėé a vote 
oh that separately now? < ce t? -£ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; you 
get into the Senate. =- > > z 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is om agreeing to the amendment of the 
Committee on: Military Affairs, as amended. 
!- The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as 


ee ae oe 
can: when we 


mended. - - : 
‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The quèr- 


hope |! 
i **thirty thousand’? and insert ‘‘ thirty-five thou- 


` McDonald, Morrill of Maine, 
; Rice, Ross, Sawyer, Scott, Spencer, 


bill. 
Mr. WARNER. I desire to offer another | 


require rank as well as pay, and I hope that ' “twenty-five thousand.”’ 


May 12, 


tion is on concurting in the amendment made 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. THURMAN.: Now, I wish to have a 
separate vote on the number——— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 


moving to strike out “ thirty’ and inserting | 
“twenty-five,” 
Mr. THURMAN. 


I make that motion, |; 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Does not the Senator 
know that this section does not reduce the 
number at all for a year and a half? It is en- 
tirely in the President’s discretion for a year 
;andahalf. We meet here next winter, and if 
| there is any occasion for it the President will 
i not reduce the Army before that. 
| Mr. STEWART. It reduces it right away. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; just look at the 


to ‘strike out ‘thirty thousand” and insert || bil 


Mr. DRAKE. I move that it be ‘thirty- 
five thousand.” 


"Mr. EDMUNDS. The largest number does i' 
i. not come first on this motion. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. No; that . 


rale only applies in filling blanks. The motion ` 


first made will be the first put. 
Mr. DRAKE. Then I give. notice that if 


this amendment be disagreed to, I shall move | 
to insert “five” after the word ‘‘thirty,”’ so | 
|; hence, if there is necessity for it, we can pass 
|. The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion |. 
‘| that there is a necessity for all the soldiers we 


as to make the force thirty-five thousand men. 


| 
: j i 
will then be in order. The question nowis on | 
the amendment of the Senator from Ohio to | 
i 

| 

1 

| 


the amendment, to strike out ‘‘thirty thou- | 


sand” and insert ‘twenty-five thousand.”’ 
Mr. THURMAN. I ask for the yeas and 

nays on that. 

-The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 

taken, resulted—yeas 14, nays 25; as follows: | 


‘YEAS—Messrs. Casserly, Cragin, Fenton, Hamil- 
ton of Maryland, Harlan, Johnston, McCreery, 
Schurz, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, Trum- 
bull, and Vickers—14. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Buckingham, 
Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Drake. 
Nye, Osborn, Ramsey, 
Sprague, Stew- | 

ilson—25. 
Bayard, Brown- 
Cattell, Conkling, Davis, 


art, Thayer, Warner, Williams, and 
- ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, 
Jow, Cameron, Carpenter, 
Ferry, Flanagan, Fowler, Gilbert Hamilton of Texas, 
Hamlin, Harris, Howe, Howell, Kellogg, Lewis, Mor- 
rill of Vermont, Morton, Norton, Patterson, Pom- 
croy, Pool, Pratt, Revels, Robertson, Saulsbury, 
Sherman, Willey, and Yates—33. 


` So the amendment to the amen 
rejected. 
Mr. STEWART. I now move to strike out 


dment was 


nd. Re 

Mr. RAMSEY. No; let us rest with thirty 
thousand. - That has been settled; we cannot 
change the judgment of the Senate. 

Several Senators. Question! Question! 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of. the Senator: from 
Nevada to the amendment. 

The question being put, a division was called 
for; and the ayes were twelve. 

. Mr. STEWART. I call for the yeas and nays. 
‘The yeas-and nays were not ordered, one 
fifth of the Senators present not secouding the 
call; and the amendment to the amendment | 
was declared to be rejected, a majority of a 
quorum not having voted for it. - 

-: Mr. McCREERY. I move that the Senate | 
do now adjourn. It is nearly six o’elock. 

« The motion was not agreed to. - s 
Mr. STEWART. If I cannot have the yeas | 
ahd nays oh my motion, I will move to strike 
out the section; and on that motion I wish to 
be heard... When I goto the Departments and 
to the General of the amiy they say to me 


that they cannot farnish soldiers to do what | 


they admit themselves is necessary to be done. | 


You ate passitig laws requiring the use of sgol- || 


diers, making demand for them, and yet you are 
cutting the Army down below the limit where the 
proper authorities say they can supply them; 
and there js no suggestion that there has been | 
any-abuse in keeping even as large a number | 
as the law allows. Now it is proposed to fix i 
the number of troops arbitrarily at thirty thou- ` 
sand, when you need more, admittedly, and 


jneréase the number in arly emergency. You 
put it down below the number which you abso- | 
lutely admit that you need, and then you take 
away the discretion to increase it another man. 


| | Mr. RO 
to take it ‘out of thé power of the President to |, when t 
; i the Army for a year and a half. 
i that the Army will be reduced 


l 
| bill. 
| Mr. STEWART. You pass this law, and 
| they will stop enlisting, and it will be below the 
| number fixed. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Notif there is occasion 
:for men. Congress will meet again next 
winter. 

Mr. STEWART. There is no occasion for 
` gutting it down to that figure now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘This does not cut it 
down. It only gives power to do it. 

Mr. STEWART. No; a year and a half 


a law reducing the Army; but now we know 


have, and I do not see why we should discour- 
age enlistments. 


Several Senators. Let us vote. 


I 

| Mr. STEWART. I do not see why there 
| should be such a hurry to get this bill out of 
the way.: Why do so foolish a thing? It 


seems to be a very foolish thing to cut down 
| the Army. [‘ Question l”? “ Question!’’] 

| Mr, WARNER. I rise to make an appeal 
| to the Senate. If you want to give peace and 


| safety to all the people of the South; if you 
munds, Howard, i: 


want to avoid the necessity of driving the 


i| southern State governments into the organiza- 


| tion of a local militia, which may involve dif- 
ficulty, I beg of you not to reduce the Army. 
You say you do not propose to do it now. 
Then, where is the necessity of providing for 
iit? I would not leave it even in the discre- 
| tion of the President. The moral effect of the 
presence of United States troops everywhere 
in the South is to preserve the peace. Every 
loyal man in the South, and particularly every 
colored man in the South, if his voice could 
be heard here would beg of you not to with- 
draw from the limits of the southern States 
the United States troops. They are there as 
the conservators of the peace, and there is no 
necessity for fixing atime in advance to reduce 
the Army. Ifyou do the President is bound 
to shape his action accordingly, and to stop 
enlistments. hen we meet next year, if the 
condition of the country shall warrant it, it 
will be time enough then to reduce the Army, 
and we can always do it by discharging the 
soldiers in the Army. They are always ready 
to accept a discharge. There is no difficulty 
in doing that then. I hope it will not be done 


now. 
| Mr. STEWART. The chairman of the com- 
mittee when this matter was up before said 
he saw no necessity for the section. Why this 
change? He was willing the other day to let 
it be struck out. Manifestly there is no neces- 
sity for it. If it has any operation it will cer- 
tainly be prejadicial to the service, and will 
embarrass it. 

Mr. WILSON. I said this: I wished to keep 


'| it in; I thought it was right to do it; I believed 


it would be for the interest of the country to 
' do it; but I had rather have it stricken out 
i than lose the bill. 

Mr. STEWART. Idid notso understand 
the Senator’s statement. : 
| Mr. WILSON. That was my idea about it. 
| Finally, we agreed on thirty thousand rank 
| and file, which is half way between twenty-five 
‘and thirty-five thousand; and I think we had 
: better let it stand. - 
SS. Gentlemen delude themselves 
when they say this can work no reduction of 
The effect 13 
at once by the 
expiration of enlistments. As the chairman 
ofthe committee stated yesterday, several thou- 
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sand men will go out in the next eight or nine 
months, their terms expiring. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But this does not prevent 
reénlistments until 1871. 

Mr. ROSS. 
listments, because troops are enlisted for five 


years. and they must be regnlisted when the — 


Army is reduced or it remains reduced. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Nevada, which is to strike out the first section 
of the amendment agreed to as in Committee 
of the Whole. 
Mr. STEWART called for the yeas and nays. 
Several SENATORS. Oh, no; no yeas and 


pays. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I will always rise to ` 


second a call for the yeas and nays if a Senator by the Chaplain, Rev. J. Q. Burien, 


yesterday was read and 


wants them. 


Mr. STEWART. Ido. Ithinkthisis public | 


legislation. 


The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being | 


taken, resulted—yeas 14, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—Meszsrs. Boreman, Drake. McDonald, Nye, 
Osburn, Ramsey, Rice, Ross, Sawyer, Spencer, 


Ue. rt, Thayer, and Warner—l4. 
Speers s. Anthony, Buckingham, Casserly, 
Chandler, 


. Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, Fenton, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Harlan, Howard, Johnston, 
Morrillof Maine, Schurz, Seott, Stockton, Sumner, 
Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, Williams, and 
Wilson—24. 

ABSENT—Mesars. Abbott, Ames, Bayard, Brown- 
low, Cameron, Carpenter, Cattell, Conkling, Davis, 
Ferry, Flanagan, Fowler,Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, 
Hanlin, Harris, Howe, Howell, Kellogg, Lewis, 
McCreery, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Norton, 
Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Revels, Robertson, 
Saulsbury, Sherman, Willey, and Yates—31. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


Mr. SAWYER. I move to strike out the 
eleventh section. 


Mr. DRAKE. Let the section as amended | 


be read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Src. 11. And beit further enacted, That the General : 
of the Army, commanding officers of the several : 
military departments, and chiefs of the several staff ` 
departments ofthe Army shall, as soon as practicable | 


after the passage of this act, forward to the Secretary 
of War a list of officers eerving in their respective 
commands deemed by them unfit for the proper dis- 
ebarge of their duties from any cause except injuries 


inenrred or disease contracted in the line of duty, 


setting forth specifically in each case the cause of | 
such unfitness. The Secretary of War is hereby au- |, 
thorized and directed to constitute a board to con- : 
sist of one major general, one brigadier general, and | 


three colonels, three of said officers to be selected 
from among those appointed to the regular Army on 
account of distinguished services in the volunteer 
force during the late war, and on recommendation 
of such board the President may wholly retire any 


of the said officers so reported with one year’s pay; || 
but such retirement shall not be ordered without | 
allowing such officer a hearing before such board to ‘| 


show cause against it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator ` 
from South Carolina moves to amend the | 
amendment made in Committee of the Whole | 


by striking out this section. 


Mr. SAWYER. 
nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 


taken, resulted—yeas 9, nays 30; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Morton, Nye, Ramsey, Rice, Ross, | 


Sawyer, Scott, Sprague, and Stewart—9, __ 
NAYS—Mesers, Anthony, Boreman, Buckingham, 
Casserly, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, 
munds, Fenton, Hamilton of Maryland, Harlan, 
Howard, Johnston, 
Osborn, Schurz, Spencer, Stockton, Sumner, Thayer, 
Thurman, Tipton, Trambull, Vickers, Warner, Wil- 
liams, and Wilson—-30. 
ABSEN T—Messrs, Abbott, Ames, Beyard, Brown- 
low, Cameron, Carpenter, Cattell, Conkling, Davis, 
erry, Flanagan, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, 
amlin, Harris, Howe, Howell, Kellogg, Lewis, 
Creery, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Patterson, 
Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Revels, Robertson, Saulsbury, 
erman, Willey, and Yates—33. 7 


So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

_The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion now is on concurring in the amendment 
made as in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, 
41st Cona. 2p Szss.—No. 214. 


It wiil inevitably prevent reën- || 
` regular order. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The legis- ` 


lative, executive, and judicial appropriation || on Naval Affairs, of which Lama member, and 


_ was finally placed in my hands for examination 
‘and report. Upon advising with the Navy 
` Department I was informed that congressional 


, of the followin 
| the part of the 

, the two Houses upon House bill No. 781, mak- 
' ing appropriations for the payment of invalid 
| and other pensions of the United States for the 
| year ending June 80, 1871, namely: WILLIAM 


McDonald, Morrill of Maine, | 


and the bill to be read a third time. The bill 
was read the third time, and passed. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


bill is before the Senate. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 


| adjourn, 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 
_ adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 12, 1870. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 


The Journal of 
approved. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The SPEAKER announced the appointment 


ouse on the disagreeing votes of 


H. Keusry of New York, Bensauin P. Bur- 
LER of Massachusetts, and WiLLiam E. Nis- 


` LACK of Indiana. 


SURVEY OF ARKANSAS RIVER. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, by unanimous 


` consent, submitted the following resolution ; 
_ which was read, considered, and adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested ` 
. to transmit to this House the recent report made by | 
T. 8. Abert of the survey of the Arkansas river. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. HAYS. I ask leave to make a personal 


‘| explanation of a few minutes. 


No objection was made. 
Mr. HAYS. I ask the Clerk to read an 


' extract I have marked from the New York 


Star of Tuesday last: 
The Clerk read as follows: 


“Congressional Claim A gente.—Members of Congress 


‘ not unfrequently avail themselves of their influ- 
: ence with the Departments to turn an ‘honest’ 


penny in putting through the claims of their con- 
Stituents or of any other clients who come handy 
and pay well. The South is particularly happy in 


sending a set of tresh-made residents, imported from |; 


that part of the population of the North and West 


which have not been able to earn a living at home; | 
and as their day of success in the South is coincident i| case being referred to me by the committee ; 
on- | > 
gress over that unfortunate country, they aredeterm- `| have received no fee, emolument, or reward 
| ined to make hay while the sun shines in every way ` 


: practicable and available. 


only with the continuance of the iron rule of 


post offices, and official positions generally command 
a price, and claims before Congress and Departments 
return to them a very handsome commission, 


“About two years ago an attorney in Washington, ` 


of high character and unquestioned integrity, pre- 


sented a claim which, though admitted to be correct i 
i! and proper, the Fourth Auditor, under instructions |! 


I call for the yeas and 


from the Navy Department, decided he had not au- 


thority to pay. A memorial was then prepared by | 


the attorney, and, accompanied by the power of at- 


torney to him from the ciaimant, was presented to | 
Congress, and by it referred to the Naval Commit- | 


tee, which in turn referred it to Hon. CHARLES 
Hays, of Alabama, as a sub-committee. The latter, 
on going to the Navy Department for information, 
was informed by Admiral Porter that he knew the 
claimant, and that it would not therefore be neces- 


sary to get an act of Congress to pay him, as he could , 
nstead of reporting Í 
this to the attorney, who had several times commu- | 


give the necessary certificate, 


nicated with him in reference te the case, the officious 
Hays wrote direct to the claimant soliciting a power 
of attorney to colleet the claim, received one pre- 
tending to revoke the first power, and settled with 


the claimant, leaving the regular attorney to whistle : 


for compensation for his two years’ trouble. A rep- 
resentation of this indeeent proceeding to SCOFIELD, 
the chairman of the committee, elicited only a rude 
and insulting reply. 

** And these are acouple of the honorable members 
of Congress whose virtuous indignation is excited to 
such a white heat in regard to claim agents. That 
there are bad men among these latter no one will 
deny, but in proportion to their number our national 


Legislature can boast a much larger percentage who | 
misrepresent the intelligence, decency, and moral 


sentiment of the country, Will Congress act upon 
our suggestion to appoint a standing committee of 
investigation on the conduct of their members? 


I call for the || sation for services as pilot in the Mississippi 


i squadron during the late war, 


members as the conferees on | 


West Point cadetships, | 


Mr. HAYS. Mr. Speaker, thisarticle is evi- 
dently written by or at the instigation of one 
Horatio King, of this city, and refers to the case 
of Charles S. Devine, a claimant for compen- 


; tring the The case was 
under investigation in the House Committee 


legislation was not necessary to the adjustment 
of Mr. Devine’s claim; that a previous refusal 
by the Department was based upon an order 
ot the then Secretary of the Navy, Mr, Welles, 
which order having since been revoked by 
Secretary Robeson left the case open for set- 
tlement under the rules of the Department. 
Accordingly a certificate was issued by the 
Fourth Auditor for an amount covering the 


| sum claimed, about six hundred dollars, which 
‘ certificate was addressed to Mr. Devine in my 


care. 

In the meanwhile Mr. Devine, who had 
learned by some means unknown to me of the 
favorable action of the Department upon his 


tificate to Devine. I subsequently informed 
King of the action of the committee and my 
intention to fulfill its decision. He retorted 
in an angry tone and manner that he would 
make me responsible, to which I replied, ‘‘ Very 
well, sir.” 
Timmediately mailed to Mr. Devine the cer- 
tificate drawn to his order, it being the first 
and only communication I addressed to him. 
I had no knowledge of the man prior to the 


in the matter, and had no interest in its set- 


: tlement beyond the desire to do my strict duty 
i between a claimant on the one hand and the 


Government of the United States on the other. 
If Ihave in any way misstated the facts, I 
hope the members of the committee who are 
present will correct me. 
Now, sir, these are the simple facts in the 
case out of which this unprovoked and libel- 
ous attack upon me is made—made by a vul- 
ture who feeds upon the necessities of muti- 


‘| lated soldiers and sailors; who invades the 


sanctuaries of the dead, despoils the widows 


| and orphans of the fallen patriots, preys upon 


the miseries of the dependent and unfortu- 
nate, and under the sanctimonious cloak of 
Christianity seeks in a base and covert way to 
malign the chairman of the Committee on 
Navai Affairs and myself for a simple act of 
justice, by which a deserving sailor receives 
his just dues from a grateful Government. 

As to the charge of my being a carpet-bag- 
ger, and dependent upon the sale of my con- 
gressional patronage and influence for sup- 
port, I may dismiss these imputations with 
the simple remark that I am a native of the 
State of Alabama, where I have resided all 
my life, and that fortune has blessed me with 
a competency which should raise me above 


‘the suspicion of dishonesty, if my personal 


character did not. 
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AMERICAN COMMEROR, 
Mr. SCHENCK. I demand the regular 


order of business. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour will | 
now commence. and the House resumes the | 


consideration of House bill No. 1889, to revive 
the navigation and commercial interests of the 
United States, reported yesterday from the 
select Committee on the Causes of the Reduc- 
tion of American ‘Tonnage, upon which the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. \WELLS] is enti- 
tled to the floor. 

Mr. ALLISON. I made a point of order 
on this bill yesterday, which I do not care to 
insist upon, if there can be an understanding 
that amendments may be offered to this bill. 
I do not think that a bill of so much import- 
ance as this ought to be considered by the 
House without there being some opportunity 
afforded to offer amendments to it. I do not 
wish to cut off the present consideration of this 
bill by having it sent 
Whole. 
the House can be 
for debate, I will not press my point of order. 
If I can have such an intimation from the 

.ntleman who has charge of this bill, [Mr. 

Ywen, ] I will withdraw my point of order. 

Mr. LYNCH. If the gentleman will send 
up his amendments to be read, so that I can 
hear what they are, I certainly will be inclined 
to admit them. But I cannot consent to any 
arrangement by which any gentleman at any 
time hereafter may be at liberty to offer any 
amendment he pleases. I would rather the 
gentleman should insist upon his point of 
order, and let it be decided at once. 

Nr. ALLISON. I do not propose to move 
any factious amendments to this bill. But I 
think there are principles involved in it which 
ought to be fairly tested by a vote of the 
House, and all I desire is an opportunity to 
fairly present these questions to the House. 

Mr. LYNCH. I should, of coarse, be in- 
clined to admit any amendment to be 


gentleman in advance, to allow any amend- 
ment to be offered which any gentleman might 
wish to offer at anytime. If the gentleman 
will indicate any amendment he desires to 
offer I will hear it. If he wishes toinsist upon 
his point of order, I am willing that the Chair 
should rule upon it now. 

Mr. WOOD. I hope the gentleman from 
Towa [Mr. ALLISON] will not insist upon his 
point of order upon a question which can be 
as well disposed of in 
mittee of the Whole. This bill involves very 
important principles, which are of interest to 
the whole country. I not only hope that the 
gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Lywcu] willallow 
full acer d for amendments to be offered, 
bat tha 
be had. The proposition of the 
from Towa is but a technical one. The diffi- 
culty be seeks to avoid can be as well met in 
the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ALLISON. I will withdraw my point 
of order, and trust that on so important a 
matter as this the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Lywncu] will not undertake by any technicality, 


or by any motion, to cut off amendments or to | 


limit debate. 

Mr. LYNCH. Iassure the gentleman that 
I bave no disposition to cut off debate, but 
will atlow all the latitade of debate that may 
be agreeable to the House. 

“Phe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
gouri [Mr. Wets] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. LYNCH. Before the gentleman pro- 
ceeds I will move to recommit the bill to the 
sclect Committee on the Causes of the Redac- 
tion of American Tonnage. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the gentleman will 
not now make a motion which will cut off all 
amendment, for no amendment can be offered 
while such a motion is pending. 


eee 


to the Committee of the | 
If an opportunity for amendment in | 
had, and a fair opportunity | 


voted ` 
upon which would not hazard the bill. But I 
cannot consent to any arrangement with the `; 


the House as in Com- ; 


t the largest latitude of debate may = 
gentleman ; 
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Mr. LYNCH. I am willing to have any 
amendment offered whieh is not hostile to this 
measure, 

Mr. MAYNARD. Does the gentleman pro- 

ose to allow amendments to be offered ? 

Mr. LYNCH. Certainly; asI have indicated. 

Mr. WELLS. Mr. Speaker, to obtain the 
: carrying trade has been a matter of great inter- 

est to all civilized nations. Such trade has 
enriched all countries which have secured to 
themselves a large share of this service of 
wealth, Among the calamitics of the late 
civil war was the destruction of a large num- 
ber of our vessels. The calamity did not fall 
on one portion of the country alone. While 
our vessels engaged in foreign commerce were 
destroyed by the cruisers sailing under the con- 
_ federate flag, our vessels navigating the great 
inland seas of the West were also destroyed 
by the acts of the sameenemy of the Republic. 
Capital, always timid and avoiding hazardous 
risks, did not, as in years prior tothe war, sup- 
ply the vessels lost either on ocean or on our 
western rivers. Hence, at the close of the war 
we found ourselves with registered and enrolled 
tonnage greatly reduced. We have not recov- 
ered trom these losses sustained during the 
war. The number of vessels, American and 
foreign, which cleared from the United States 
for foreign countries and places in 1860, (taken 
from the annual report of the Special Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue, Commerce, and Navi- 
gation for 1868, being the last official report 
published by the Treasury Department,) was 
23,594; tho tonnage, 8,789,929. In 1868 the 
number of vessels were 26,276, with a tonnage 
of 8,279,016. The registered vessels of our 
country and the tonnage were as follows: 1860, 
12,682; vessels and tonnage, 6,165,924. 1868, 
9,651 vessels, and tonnage, 3,716,956. 

In 1860, the number of foreign vessels which 
entered our ports was 11,912, with a tonnage 
of 2,624,005 tons. In 1868, the number of 
foreign vessels was 16,625, with a tonnage of 
4,562,060 tons. This shows the number of 
American vessels which cleared from our ports 
for foreign countries in 1868 was about 25 per 
i; cent. less than vessels which cleared from our 
|| ports for foreign countries and places in 1860, 
: and the carrying capacity in 1868 was nearly 
i| 50 percent. less than in 1860. The number of 
i| foreign vessels clearing from our ports in 1860 
| was 11,912, with a tonnage of 2,624,005 tons; 

and in 1868 the number of foreign vessels 

clearing from our ports was 16,225, with a ton- 
nage of 4,562,060 tons, an increase in number 
of vessels of between 25 and 30 per cent., and 
an increase of tonnage of about 75 per cent. 

I leave these facts for further comment to 

those who represent a constituency engaged 

in foreign commerce. It shows while Con- 
gress has by its legislation been endeavoring 


to promote and advance manufacturing inter- ' 
ests of the nation it has entirely neglected | 
i retain only the cost of the labor employed in 
|, the production, and surrender to others that 


the interest of ship-building, and perhaps I 
i might add that the legislation intended to 
` advance the manufacturing interests operated 
| oppressively on the ship-builders and their 
i interests. . 5: 
| The fact stares us in the face that the ship- 
! building interests of the country have declined, 
` and that the largest portion of our trade with 
foreign countries is conducted in foreign ves- 
|; sels, and that iu 1860 the tonnage of our ves- 
1 sels engaged in foreign commerce was more 
i! than donblethatof foreign vessels which cleared 
i! from our ports for that year. 

There are stronger reasons for the Govern- 
ment to foster and encourage our ocean com- 
merce than of any other branch of business in 
which our people are engaged. The merchant 
| marine of our country is the militia of the 
ocean. If it should be required to increase the 
Navy, from the merchant marine would be 
ji drawn the sailors with which our ships of war 
! would be manned; and should it be necessary 
to authorize the fitting out of privateers,the 
| vessels already afloat and engaged in the mer- 


chant service have always been regarded as the 
nursery of sailors for our men-of-war. 

The agricultural products of our county 
beyond that which may be required for the 
consumption of our people must find a market 
abroad. The internal commerce of the coun- 
try bears to the sea-board that surplus for ex- 
portation and distribution through the country 
and the importations as required. ‘There is, 


| therefore, an internal relation between the 


interior and foreign commerce of the country, 
It is true, much of our internal commerce ig 
conducted by means of railroads; but when- 


| ever it can be done, such freights are carried 


on water, such transportation being the cheap- 
est. We are interested to have our exports 


| and imports carried in American vessels. The 


building, equipping, and navigating of said 


; vessels will give employment to a large num- 


berof our people. The freights will be earned 
by our citizens, and add to the wealth of the 
nation. 
you of the East to recover the ship-building 
business of the country, and make it as pros- 
erous as it ever was; although we of the 
Vest believe that not only the atsgmboats for 
the western rivers, but a large poton of those 
for the ocean, will be built on the Mississippi 
and Ohio rivers. ‘The facilities for procuring 
all the materials that enter into the construc- 


i tion of an iron vessel, as well as being at the 


door of the great granary of the country, indi- 


‘cate that the Mississippi valley will not only 
produce the breadstuffs, but the ships that will 


float them to foreign markets, and with only a 
tithe of the aid and fostering care that have 
been so generously bestowed on a large por- 
tion of the manufacturing enterprises of the 


i country, would be the means of restoring that 


important interest, which should be fostered 
and protected equally, if not to a greater 
extent, than any other branch of business, and 


' one that demands immediate relief or to be 


abandoned to others who have no interest in 
common with the people you represent. 

The price of any given article to the con- 
sumer consists, or, at least, should consist, 
mainly of but two items, the cost of produc- 
tion, and the cost of carriage from the place 
of production to the place of consumption. 
Both these items represent added values; the 
cost of carriage adding value tothe article car- 
ried, as the labor expended in producing adds 
value to the article produced. I may go fur- 
ther, sir. ‘The price paid by the consumer for 
our breadstuffs, over and above the cost of 
carriage and handling, being assumed as a fair 


‘compensation for the labor and capital em- 


! 


; quired labor w 
' mulative wealth of the nation, 
‘the employment of our industries and 


i tional suicide. 
-consideration for the removal of the taxes an 


‘ship: building interests of the East, 
another one personal to the West, 


ja 


ployed in production, the amount paid for such 
carriage and handling is to be considered as 
the true net profit upon or accumulation of 
wealth from the agricultural labor of a county. 

If then, sir, American products are carried 
to consuming markets by foreign vessels we 


roceeds of our native and ac- 
hich should become the accu- 
to be utilized in 
the de- 
velopment of a broader production. To give 
to foreign nations such control of the accu- 


portion of the 


il mulative wealth produced by our agricultural 
| industry, especially 


by taxing other industries 
out of existence, is more than folly; it 1s na- 
Bat, sir, beyond this national 


imposts which have so nearly obliterated the 
there exists 
as there 18 
one peculiar to the people of the Atlantic 
States. : 

The taxes and imports upon material enter- 
ing into ship-building have also affected our 
internal water carriage, and, while they have 
destroyed an important but single interest at 
the East, have borne directly and heavily upou 
every industry and pursuit at the West, but 


We of the West equally desire with. 
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chiefly upon our agriculturists. The West, 
sir. and the West in the broad signification of 
that term, the Mississippi valley, is traversed 


be over sixteen thousand five hundred miles.) 


of navigable streams, as follows: 
Mississippi and Branches. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
Miles. |: 
Mississippi proper... . 2,090 |: 
Si UrajX..esssrerssesrsee 80 
Sr, Peter 10 
Chippeway i | 
Diack... 60 
Wiscon: 180 
Rock 250 | 
Jowa... 110 
Cedar -sses 82 
Des Moimes..... cacsecesecseeseece sete snesnnnae ceesneseeanes 250 
[HMO id ...s esse eerte ereere sesser terese eentae teneeesneee settee 245 
MATAMEC ossaert cesses enssesensers trees eat stesnt naeree eeens ternet (EU 
Kaskaskia.. .sseeeeseessssesrsnserresa coseanes rseserorereos enee 150 
Big Muddy... enan 5 
O DION... nessas Gu 
Forked Deer............. 195 i 
Big Uatehie..... 75 | 
Sr, Francis... 360 
White... ....... 500 
Big Black..... 6) 
Springsu. E 50 
Arkansas... . 60 
Canadian.: $ a 60 
Neosho...... R 
Y A3OO..o nerens somesa seses 300 
Tallabatchee... 300 
allabusha...... 100 
Big Sunflower..... 80 
Litte Sunflower. 70 
Big Black... 159 
Cumberland. 40) | 
Tennessee... oes aes 720 | 
Red Biver and Branches. | 
Red river propert... .....sesececsssecescnnsee cerns teeeee 1,500 | 
Wasbitar...coesssooves ene e 375 | 
Saline... . 100; 
Little Missoari...... i 50 | 
Bayoa D’Arbour............. a 60 | 
Bayou Dartholomew..... ....-. . 160: 
Bayou Boaul...... es cccceeessees . 150: 
Bayou Macon... 175 
Bayou de Glaze..... 90 
Bayou Carre...........0 140 ` 
Bayou Lafourche.. 60 ` 
Bayou Rousze...... m.s... 40 | 
Bayou Plaquemine 12 | 
Bayou Teche........... 92 | 
Grand river......e..0 12 
Bayou Sorrele... lz 
Bayou Chene............ ON adédcasssastysascces 5 
Missouri and its branches. g 
Miles. 
Missouri proper.. ssemsesseso- soe sosoneess sos noceessesos nesse 1,500 
KellowStoNe.....seeesoorasoso oos ssest asro sresuosse sessee nesses 
Piatto Piwer.........csecscsecsccecenseccnneee cecsee ressos reenso 
ansas ....0000 
Osage....... i 
GERI P E N E 


Alleghany......... 
Monongahela... 
Muskinguwi...... 


ig DY PNAN E sue s'eauted E R EA j 
OLO bs cccsses tadves sasseesstessbeeseciecccseee 
Keemtacky.........sccssosscecscesecsccereerenenes 
Salt river........0. cccccccccessocscssescercenene 
TOOT oes ses-eoeun 000000 1e 00 acca 150 
Barren assa .ccascs cneasa ceasaosso sscecsegscssscrerseccsccsssessoose 30 
Wabash...... 400 
Bayon LOwis..........c.cccceccccssseeccccessennssene cesses sores 30 
ODAS .....0ccsessosncscacesccencoccose seocecees oopesseas sossa 150 
Lacke Bistenaw........0.ccseseee 60 
ake Caddo.....csccecececcerseocceceesee 75 
Galphar Fork......e.e..soorcooorscoroseeeeren 100 
Little river... .sscsssee cesses eeens e00 65 
pamiec Asasi i | 
OBEY os ssasavsansce’ sessensevecvenssee ccosessoeseesoosee erases naviece 
Bayou Pierre... 
Atchafalaya......... ..c0:.:cesscsescccsseseseeeesseeese 


Total saccccoccscscncsecescodeseccocnccsesstocscucssvtossoeve 


And, if we accept the assertion of an emi- 
nent European engineer, that any stream having 
avolame of water nineteen feet wide and eight- 
een inches deep may be made navigable, and 
is considered a commercial stream in Europe, 
then there are still as many miles in addition 
of navigable water in the great basin; making 
a total navigation of fifty thousand miles for 
purposes of commerce. - 

These rivers convey the commerce of six- 
teen sovereign States, and are most important 
as crossing different latitudes, thus conveying 
and effecting an interchange of the products 
of different climates. I will not pause here to 
Institute a comparison of the population and 
taxable wealth of these sixteen States with the 
Population and wealth of the Atlantic, States 
since population in this connection is second- | 


ary to the extent and variety of the commerce 
created and maintained by the industry of that 


: population. 


The country drained by these navigable riv- 


! ers contains 1,775,000 square miles, or over 
- 700,000,000 square acres of fertile land, and 
l the returns of the census of 1860 show that of 
l! the 838,000,000 bushels of corn raised in the 
|, United States, 634,000,000 were grown in four- 
i, teen States of the Mississippi valley; that of 
|, the 178,000,000 bushels of wheat, 126,000,000 
| bushels, and of the 172,000,000 bushels of oats, 
‘103,000,000 bushels ; of the 434,000,000 pounds 
of tobacco, 345,000,000 pounds, and of the 
. 2,154,000,000 pounds of cotton, 1,097,000,000 


pounds were produced in the same States; an 


. official report in estimating the value of the 
. entire agricultural products of the nation in 


1860 at $1,900,000,000, or five times the total 


l: value of our exports for the same year, show- 


ing that four fifths were interchanged between 
the States, indicating the value of the com- 
merce of these great producing States. 


But this is far below the actual value of this | 
commerce atthe present time. Statistics show- | 
ing that the interchange of the wheat, corn, | 
oats, pork, &c., of the northwestern States for : 
the manufactures of Pennsylvania, the petro- | 


leum and salt of West Virginia, the manufac- 


i tures and products of Ohio, the tobacco of 


Kentucky and Tennessee, the lead and iron 
ores of Missouri, the cotton of Arkansas and 
Mississippi, and the sugar and rice of Louisi- 
ana gave to the cities ot Louisville, Ciucinnati, 
and St. Louis, and two or three minor points 
on the Mississippi river, not including New 
Orleans, Memphis, and Dubuque, in 1865, an 
import commerce of over seven hundred mil- 
lions; and asthe exports from these cities were 
fully equal to the imports, these added to the 
imports, and the estimated value of the com- 
merce of the ports not included, evince that 
the aggregate trade of the Mississippi valley 
at that time exceeded $2,000,000,000, a sum 
treble the value of the entire foreign commerce 
of the whole United States in 1860. It may not 
be out of place to state that the total arrivals 


of steamers at the port of St. Louis alone for | 


the year ending December 31, 1869, were 2,789, 
and the departures 2,786. 

Nor, sir, has this internal commerce yet 
reached its maturity. The Mississippi valley, 
as yet but sparsely populated, presents so in- 
viting a prospect to immigrants that each year 


|| its producing lands are so increased and mul- 


tiplied that the Agricultural Bureau, an author- 
ity least given to exaggeration, estimates the 
breadstuff product alone of the northern por- 
tion of the basin will in 1900 reach the enorm- 
ous aggregate of over 3,000,000,000 bushels. 
To transport this commerce the fourteen pro- 
ducing States of the Mississippi valley owned 
in 1860, as returned in the census of that year, 
steam vessels having an aapreaate carrying 
capacity of 996,266 tons. 1e closing of the 
Mississippi river by the war and the attendant 
destruction of that period necessarily reduced 
this aggregate, and the high price of reproduc- 
tion has delayed its replacement, so necessary 
to a full development of our internal resources. 

The extent of theship-building interests and 
the loss to the agricultural interests by the high 
import duties upon articles entering into con- 


| sumption by such building may, however, be 


fairly computed from the returns of the cus- 
toms officers for the year 1868. In that year I 
find enrolled as comprising the tounage of 
twelve States, Louisiana, Mississtppi, Tennes- 
see, Kentucky, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Ili- 
nois, Indiana, Ohio, West Virginia, and Penn- 
sylvania, (and in this only river tonnage, ) an 
aggregate of 2,195 steam vessels, with a carry- 
ing capacity of 481,217 tons. The cost of con- 
struction of these vessels in 1860 was $70 per 
ton, and is now $100. } 

This, sir, is a suggestive statement, as affect- 
ing not alone the agricultarist of the West, but 
the mechanic and the manufacturer in every 
section of the country. The cost of produce, 


i 


especially of breadstuffs, is influenced to a 
very great extent by the cost of carriage to 
market, and high price in the cost of vessels 
used upon our interior waters necessarily leads 


' to expensive freight tariffs which absorb a 


large portion of the profits of the farmer, and 
at the same time, by increasing the cost of living, 
necessarily enhance the cost of labor, render: 
ing nugatory the energy and skill of the em- 
ploying manufacturers. In making this state- 
ment comparative of ship-building, which is 


; thus affecting our national prosperity, I have 


avoided taking the high price per ton in 1864— 
$1 40 per ton—so as to avoid even the appear- 


|; ance of exaggeration, as that cost represented 
ii rather an embarrassed and hampered industry 


than an increase occasioned by enhanced cost 


of materials from duties, &. 


But, sir, the mere statement of enhanced 
cost of construction now over that of 1860 
does not fully exhibit the increased import 
upon the products carried by these western 
steamers. It must be remembered that the 
peculiar perils of river navigation and the use 
of increased power to overcome strong currents, 
render the duration of vessels employed in such 


| trade much less than of vessels plying on the 


deep waters of the ocean, and therefore to the 
original cost must be added that of frequent 
replacement. Experienced masters and build- 
ers of vessels on our western waters estimate 
the average duration of the present wooden 
boats at only six years. If iron could be used 
in hulls, and it would be so used were it not 
for the excessive import duties upon iron plates 
and other material entering into the construc- 
tion of steam vessels, being not less than from 
twenty-five to thirty per cent. added to the 
cost of such vessels, this period of duration 
would be increased nearly fourfold, besides the 
greater saving effected through greater carrying 
capacity upon equal depth of water, by reason 
of less displacement, a most important item 
upon water of changeable volume. 

I will refer to the fact that at this time there 
is being constructed on the Ohio river an iron 
steamboat—and if it was not for the great 
additional cost of this class of vessels, from the 
causes which have been referred to, they would 
take the place of the wooden ones on the west- 
ern waters, as it is being done on the ocean— 
and would call the attention of the House to 
some of the advantages claimed by the enter- 
prising builders that she will have over those 
possessed by wooden boats of her size. In the 
first place the vessel is divided into many com- 
partments, and should a hole be knocked in 
her only one of the compartments would fill 
with water; or should a fire occur no damage 
could be done to the freight in the compart- 
ment in which the fire originated, as she is 
so constructed that she can be flooded with 
water in a very few seconds. Is it not the 
duty of Congress to encourage and foster the 
construction of this class of vessels by the re- 
moval of all obstructions within their jurisdic- 
tion, and encourage an enterprise wherein the 
lives and property of a large majority of the 

eople are more or less interested? But, sir, 
i am now considering only the present western 
marine interests. The most competent author- 
ities estimate the period of duration of our 
present western steamers, as I have stated, at 
only six years. 

Thus is established the fact that at the pres- 
ent high price of construction and over and 
beyond a fair compensation for running ex- 
penses, &c., the people of the Mississippi val- 
ley pay out of the returns of their produce, 
and as a tax the most nearly direct of any tax 
upon the farmers of the West, over eight mil- 
lion dollars per annum. Of this sum at least 
two millions may be assumed as added cost by 
reason of custom duties upon materials enter- 
ing into construction, and the residue being 
the actual cost of the replacement of the ves- 
sels that float from one State to another, and 
from all to the ocean. Any measure which 
would reduce the cost of carriage would not 


only be an incentive to increased production 
in the States ot the Mississippi valley aud a 
net gain to consumers in the eastern manufac- 


turing States, but would promote a direct and ` 


certain increase in our foreign exports, and 
consequently in our ocean [reight carriage. 

l have not, Mr. Speaker, in presenting the 
claims of the West for a reduction of duties 
upon articles entering into naval architecture 
as applied to their waters been necessitated, as 
have the gentlemen representing sea- board con- 
stituencies, to speak in behalf of a single in- 
dustry. It is obvious that it matters little to 
our western ship-builders whether these duties 
are reduced or not. They do not come into 
competition direct or indirect with builders 
upon the Clyde or elsewhere. Their prices and 
the profits they obtain by the construction of 
vessels used in the river commerce is not 
affected by the low price of labor abroad, nor 
yet by the high cost of iron cordage or other 
material that enters into consumption through 
their industry, only so far as their enterprise is 
checked by the depression from a want of 
freight superinduced by a high cost of carriage. 
It follows therefore that while the cost of the 
construction of vessels plying upon our west- 
ern rivers, and the cost of carrying freight in 
such vessels would be materially lessened by 
remission of the duties upon the materials used 
in such construction, the remission or rebate 
would not go directly or indirectly into the 
pockets of ship-builders or to the creation or 
revival of a new industry. It would not, how- 
ever, go outside of the country. It would go 
directly to the agriculturist and the manu- 
facturer, to the producer and the consumer, 
giving to the one a more adequate return for 
his labor, and to the other cheaper bread and 
less expensive cloth. lt would not stimulate 
a single industry, but would increase the re- 
turns of all industries. 


the prosperity of a city or a colliery ; but its | 


benefits would accrue to country and city, to 
farmer, mechanic, and merchant alike. 

Thus, sir, beyond the national consideration 
I urged at the commencement of my remarks, 


and which alone would urge me to support the | 
recommendation of the committee, the people , 


of the West to whose favor I owe a seat in this 
House, aud whose claims I here represent, 
have an interest direct and personal affecting 
every industry and each State in the remission 
of the duties and taxes now imposed directly 


and indirectly upon ocean, river, and lake ship- ; 


building, which cannot be gainsaid or over- 
ridden except a+ a sacrifice of the material 
prosperity of the whole nation. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, while I have 
more especially discussed the merits of this 


bill in connection with western interests, I: 
would for a moment allude to outside and for- - 
eign influences that seem to be warring against ' 


In common with my country- 
men I feel profoundly grieved at our rapidly 
decaying commerce. While the emblem of 
nationality again floats over a united people, 
unhappily the American flag has almost dis- 
appeared from the ocean. 

While I would not revive any imbittered 
feeling at the part played by Great Britain in 
the destruction of our merchant ships, I fully 
recognize the fact that she has been the bene- 
ficiary of her own aggressive acts, and upon 
the reverses of our commerce she haa built up 
her own to colossal proportions. I look upan 
the passage or defeat of this bill as a triumph 
of American policy or a victory to the mag- 
nates of the Clyde and the huge foreign com- 
panies that control our carrying trade. I find 
them represented here by an apparently gra- 
tuitous lobby. Our desks and the hotels are 
flooded with pamphlets deprecating all aid to 
American shipping interests, and secret agen- 
cies are at work to control the action of Con- 
gress. Our opponents appreciate the issues 
of the bill, and that with its defeat the work of 
the Alabama and Stonewall will be complete. 

Sir, I represent the pride as well as the 


this measure. 


| 


| both on the side of this bill, 


and I array them 


pockets of my constituents, 
believing that l 


‘ represent the one and protect the other in sup- 


porting legislation that will again make the 
ocean a highway for American vessels treighted 
with American productions. 

In this connection the following extract from 
a speech delivered by Colonel James B. Eads, 


the eminent civil engineer now engaged upon 


the great bridge at St. Louis, delivered before 
the western river improvement convention, 
held in St. Louis February 12 and 13, 1867, 
will be read with interest. I 
only a grand one, but the wording is beautiful 
in the highest degree. 
of the Mississippi he says: 

“ This great valley lies between those parallels of 
latitude that are known to be most conducivo to 
health and to the devolopment of the mental and 
physical energies of man. In its capacity to produce 


the cereals, grasses, cotton, sugar, to . 
Fometables. ‘and truits of every kind; in tho richness 
an 


The subject is not |; 


Speaking of the valley ; 


tobacco, hemp, : 


variety of its mineral wealth, tho grandeur of | 


its forests, its inoxhaustible quarrics; in a word, in 
all the natural resources which conspire to increase 
the wealth and power of a people, the bounty of 
Providence has been most wonderfully manifested, 
“The stream which in every direction penctrates 


this favored region, and is the grandest feature of 


It would not add to ' 


North America, 3 r: 
destinies of the American peoplo. Sooner or later 
it must give to the dwellers within this valley power 


holds in its watery embrace the | 


and dominion over tho whole boundless continent, ' 


It is the great arterial system of this Republic, 
whose heaven-wrought channels should teach the 
people who possess them that the Almighty designed 
them to dwell in love and harmony forever as one na- 
tion. There is not a drop within ity noblo veins that 
is not loyal to tho Union. No effort can be made to 
sunder the Union but will vibrate tho alarm along its 
sensitive courses to thoir most distant and delicate ex- 
tremities. Its vital branches and wonderful reticu- 
lations permeate and eavclop tho great body of our 
country, giving unity to amplitude, value to pro- 
ductivouess, and to the State resistless power, an 

an existence as onduring as human itberty and intel- 
ligence. ‘Through its copious channels for all time 
to come are destined to circulate the sustenance and 
surpluzage of its people. Life-giving Commerce, 
who brings in her ever welcome train peace and 
good will to men, through its many convenient pas- 


: sages will distribute plenty and prosperity through- 


The wealth and luxuries of the 


out the realm. b l 
thread its doyious currents to 


generous South will 
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policy of ‘‘ protection.’’ Between the protec. 
tion granted on the one hand to the manufac- 
turer of material for ships, and upou the other 
hand to the ship-builder, the shipping interest 


‘itself has been crushed as it were between 


‘two millstones. 


‘Thus one evil is the natura} 
sequence of another. Whenever the laws of 
nature are infringed by over-wise legislation 
attempting to improve the natural order of 
things by arbitrary regulations, those laws 
always revenge themselves. Where shall we 
stop? If we go on protecting one industry 
from the protection of another until we have 

rotected everything to death, the epitaph will 

e, ‘Here lie American industry and com- 
merce; died of too much protection.” 

Mr. WELLS. I now yield to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Woop. ] 

Mr. WOOD. How much of the morning 


hour remains? 


The SPEAKER. Seventeen minutes. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I under- 


stand the gentleman from New York [Mr. 


Woop] does not particularly desire to go on 
at this time. I propose, if I can have the floor, 
to move to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the special order, that the morning hour be 
considered as closed, and that the seventeen 
minutes remaining be added to the morning 


: hour to-morrow, or whenever this bill may be 


again taken up. 
res WOOD. There will be no objection to 
t 


at. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Scuenck] asks unanimous consent that 
the morning hour may now be considered as 
concluded, and that the seventeen minutes 
remaining be added to the morning hour on 
next public bill day. The Chair hears no 


l! objection. 


WILLIAM J. BLOCHISTON. 
Mr. STONE, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| duced a bill (H. R. No. 1980) for the relief 
of William J. Blochiston ; which was read a 


their very sources, and will be scattered within the |. Hrs R 
i mittee of Claims. 


sound of their tinkling rills and sparkling cascades, 
while every wave that is borne toward the Gulf will 
be burdened with tho reciprocated offerings of the 
colder latitudes. 


which the prophet of old was permitted to gaze upon 
but forbidden to esjoy. i 

“The influence and t 
valley wiil be limited only by their virtue and intel- 
ligence. They can forever rivet to this Union with 
bonus firmer than brass or steel the States that lie 
beyond the mountains, outposts of the nation, and 
which, fringing the Commonwealth, constitute but- 
tress and bastion, stockade or portcullis, to give 
safety and repose to the mighty State within their 
borders. Self-protection, community of interest, 
ties of consanguinity and national pride, will hold 


those States to the great central empire as immuta- ; 


bly as the planets are held in their just ositions by 
the attraction of the vast centralorb whose blessed 
influence gives them stability, and from whose 
ee warmth they inberit vitality and nour- 
shment. ; 


I now yield to the gentleman from Missouri, 
[Mr. FINKELNBURG. 


Mr. FIN BURG. Mr. Speaker, asthe i 


From itsstreams will bo sent forth | 
to the less favored nations of the earth the bountiful | 
: abundance of a land far more blessed than that | 


morning hour has not yet expired, and as no | 


one else seems to be ready to speak at present, 
I will take this occasion to say that I fully 


‘realize the importance of reviving our com- 
i mercial marine, but that I am totally opposed 
| to the Government bounties and subsidies pro+ 


‘ posed to be 
: before the 


ranted by the bill now pending 
ouse. 
opinion, is not to be found in increased tax- 
ation, but rather in reducing the burdens which 
already depress this as well as every other in- 
terest inthe country. Tobe sure, we can have 
a commercial marine by paying every man for 
building a ship, and afterward by paying him 
for running it; but Iam inclined to believe 
that such a system is neither profitable to the 


country at large nor just to the people who | 


are expected to settle the bill. f 
In my own opinion the real evil which is 


destroying American shipping isto be found in | 


an excess of that policy which we are asked by 
this bill still further to extend—the so-called 


! individuals by the 


first and second time, and referred to the Com- 


REPORT ON TOTAL ECLIPSE OF 1869 


Mr. LAFLIN reported back from the Com- 
mittee on Printing the following resolution ; on 


| which he demanded the previous question : 
power of thé people of this | 


_ Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representa- 
tives concurring,) That there be printed one thou- 
gand extra copies of the report made by the officers 
of the United States Naval Observatory of the total 
eclipse of the sun of August 7, 1869, for the use of 
the Senate, two thousand copies for the use of the 
House of Representatives, and five hundred extra 
copies for distribution among scientific bodies and 
Superintendent of the United 
States Naval Observatory. 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. LAFLIN moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the resolution was concurred in ; and 


: also moved that the mation to reconsider be 


laid on the table. - 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
AGRICULTURAL REPORT OF 1868. 
Mr. LAFLIN also, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported the following resolution ; on 
which he demanded the previous question : 


Resolved, That there be printed of the agricultural 
report of 1868 such an additional extra number a3 


:! will be required to give the members of the House, 
The true remedy, in my | 


from those States not represented in the Fortieth 
Congress, the same number as were assigned to the 
members of the House from such States as are now 
sgo represented. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. LAFLIN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TRIBUTES TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


Mr. LAFLIN. I ask unanimous consent tọ 
take from the Speaker's table the amendment 


1870. 
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of the Senate to the amendment of the House 
of Representatives to the joint resolution (S. 
R. No. 77) authorizing a distribution of the 
copies remaining in the Department of State 
of the Tributes of the Nations to Abraham 
Lincoln. . 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I object. 

Mr. LAFLIN. I wish to move that the 
amendment of the Senate be non-concurred in, 
and ask for a committee of conference. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Let it lie upon the table 
until it is reached in its regular order. 

Mr. LAFLIN. These books are being 
spoiled. This resolution has been before the 
Senate and House for three months. It is 
necessary these books should be taken from 


| 


the State Department and rebound, if we wish | ro La bill é , 
:; political disabilities from certain citizens of 


to preserve them. 
Mr. 1 
these books? 
Mr. LAFLIN. They are in a bad way. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. 
tion. The amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives was to strike oat all after the words 


NGERSOLL. What is the matter with © 


i 


i 
i 


No. 1679) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
authorize protection to be given to citizens of 
the United States who may discover deposits of 
guano,” approved August 18, 1856; and the 


| same was referred to the Committee on Loreign | 
|| Affairs. 


`~ 


JAMES F. JAQUES. 
Mr. HARRIS, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| duced a bill (H. R. No. 1983) authorizing the 


Secretary of the Treasury to settle and pay the 
accounts of Colonel James F. Jaques ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 


i to the Committee of Claims. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. HARRIS also, by unanimous consent, 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1984) to remove | 


Mississippi therein named; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the select 


:. Committee on Reconstruction. 


“to wit, in the fourth dine of the joint res- 


olution, and insert: 


Three copies to each Senator and member of the 


House of Representatives of the Forty-First Con- 
gress, and the remainder 
Secretary o } : 
cate, the Scoretary of State having the rathority to 


havo refinished at the Government Printing Office || 


such copies as may need the same. 


The amendment of the Senate was to strike 
out the word ‘* three 
sert “two.” l 

Mr. LAFLIN. I move non-concurrence in 
the amendment of the Senate, and that the 
House ask for a committee of conference. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ROCKAWAY SHOALS. 


Mr. REEVES, by unanimous consent, sub- | 


mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of an appro- 
. priation to defray the expense of providing some 
suitable means for marking the southwest point of 
Rockaway shoals, near the entrance to Rockaway 
inlet, on the south coast of Long Island, for the bet- 
ter guidance and protection of mariners navigating 
the said coast. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


Mr. STOKES, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1981) to relieve sun- 
dry citizens of Tennessee from all political 
disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States į 
which was read a first and second time, and 


” before copies and in- | 


{ 
| 
| 


| 


I withdraw my objec: ` 


` duced a bill (H. R. No. 1985) to equalize the | 


` EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 
Mr. BOWEN, by unanimous consent, intro- 


bounties paid to United States soldiers, and 
for other purposes ; which was read a first and 


_ second time, and referred to the Committee on 


to be distributed by the Military Affairs. 


f State to such persons as he shall indi- || 


Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
votes just taken; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PREEMPTION LAWS. 


Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1986) to extend 


|| the provisions of the preémption laws to'the 


1 
} 
i 
| 
i 
j 
i 
l 


| 
| 


referred to the select Committee on Recon- | 


struction. : 
HUDSON BAY COMPANY, ETC. 


Mr. DAWES... I ask unanimous consent to 
report from the Committee on Appropriations 
a bill making an appropriation to pay the 
Government of Great Britain and Ireland, in. 
accordance with the award of the commis- 
sioners appointed under the treaty of July 1, 
1863, to settle the claims of the Hudson Bay 
Company and the Puget Sound Agricultural 
Company. : Ae eee 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. DAWES. One of my colleagues on the 
Committee on Appropriations desires me to 
withdraw the bill. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I do not desire the bill 
Withdrawn, but I wish to debate it. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I eannotyield for debate. 

Mr. DAWES.. I withdraw the bill. 

PUNISHMENT OF ELECTION FRAUDS. 

Mr. DAVIS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a Lill (H. R. No. 1982) to prevent and 
punish election frauds ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Elections, and ordered to be printed. 

- DISCOVERY OF. GUANO DEPOSITS... | 

Mr. POLAND, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Revision of the Laws of 
the United States, reported back a bill (H. R: 


4 


Territory of Colorado, and for other purposes ; 
which was read a first and second time. 


Mr. SARGENT. I desire the bill to be put | 


upon its passage now. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I shall not object if it 
leads to no discussion. 

Mr. SARGENT. I will withdraw it if it 
leads to any further discussion than mere 
explanation. 


reduce the expenses of the survey and sale of 
the public lands in the United States,” and for 


i! the repeal of the proviso of the first section of 


the act approved June 2, 1862, entitled ‘An 
act to establish a land office in the Territory 
of Colorado, ahd for other purposes.”’ 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Ishall object to the bill 


being put upon its passage unless there is some | 


explanation given. 

Mr. SARGENT. I shall give an explana- 
tion if I am allowed a few minates. This isa 
very important bill, and I am satisfied that:no 
one will object to it when its object is under- 
stood. In 1862 there was a law passed by 
Congress establishing a land office in the Ter- 
ritory ef Coloradoa. There was attached to 


that act a proviso that within six months after | 
| the survey in the field settlers should file their 


declaratory statements under penalty of for- 
feiture. This law for eight years has been held 
only to apply to the Territory of Colorado. 
But recently by a decision of the Secretary of 
the Interior it has been applied to the whole 
of the United States, so as to repeal important 
provisions of the preémption laws. Under 
those preémption laws the settler has three 
months after the filing of the approved plat of 
his township in the local Jand office to file his 
notice of preémption. .He goes to the land 
ofice and has an opportunity to ascertain ex- 
actly where his farm is; he can get a copy of 
the map if he wants it, and can get some local 


surveyor to assist him in finding hisexact sub- | 


division. The plats of survey are frequently 
not filed for years after the survey is made. A 
letter from one of the officers of a California 
land office that I received this morninginforms 
me that twenty-five townships were surveyed 
in my State, in populous counties, months ago, 
and the pints dre not yet made because the 


: lands under the act of | 
|; be required to file their declaratory statements, and 


. the Committee on’ 


appropriation gave out. The settlers on those 
lands have all forfeited their homes unless we 
give relief. They are taken by surprise. Fur- 
ther, they have no means to find out where 
their lands are. There are no plats to refer 
to. The stakes are perishable and are illegi- 
bly marked. They are often put away in 
underbrush, where the most careful search 
would overlook them. But the settler must 
find them or lose his claim. Congress never 
intended such consequences. It never in- 
tended that a proviso attached to a local bill 
should repeal the most beneficent provisions 
of the general preémption law. I call atten- 
tion to the circular trom the General Land 
Office that denounces the penalty of forfeiture 
for a failure to comply with the new rule: — 


(Circular.] 


Instructions respecting rights of preémption settlers on 
public lande. - 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, | 
March 22, 1870. 
Whereas by act of Congress approved 27th March, 
1854, entitled “An act for the relief of settlers on 


_ lands reserved for railroad purposes,” “every set- 


tler on lands which have been or may be with- 
drawn from market in consequence of proposed rail- 


| roads, and who had settled thereon prior to such 


withdrawal, shall be entitled to preémption at the 
ordinary minimum to the lands settled on und cul- 
tivated by them: Provided, They shall prove up their 
rights according to such rules aud regulationsas may 
be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior,”’ 
And whereas the first section of the act approved 
June 2, 1862, (12 Statutes, 413,) provides “that all 
the Jands belonging to the United States to which 
the Indian title has been or shall be extinguished 
shall be subject to the operations of the preémption 
act of the 4th of September, 1841, and under the con- 
ditions, restrictions, and stipulations therein men- 
tioned: Provided, however, That when unsurveyed 
lands are claimed by precmption notice of the spe- 
cific tracts claimed shall be filed within six months 
after the survey has been made in the field; and on 
failure to file such notice, or to pay for the tract 
claimed within twelve months from the filing of such 
notice, the parties claiming such lands shall forfeit 
all right thereto, provided said notices may be filed 
with the surveyor general, and to be noted by him 
on the township plats, until otherarrangements have 
been made by law for that purpose.” . 
Therefore, in accordance with instructions from 


| the Sccretary of the Interior, it is ordered that all 

The bill was read. It provides for extend- | 
ing to the Territory of Colorado the privileges | 
|| of the act of May 20, 1862, entitled ‘‘An act to | 


; tory statements within three months from the Istday 
: of June, 1870, and thereafter make 


settlers on lands surveyed at date of settlement, and 
within the lateral limits of withdrawals for railroad 
purposes, where settlement was made prior to date 
of withdrawal, shall be required to file their declara- 


; a proot and pay- 
ment as required by law. And in all cases hereafter 
settlers claiming preëmption rights upon surveyed 

Mareh 27, 1854, aforesaid, shall 


make proof and payment in like manner as other 
preémptors, in conformity with the requirements of 
the preémption laws of 1841 and 1843. i 

. 2; That settlers upon unsurveyed lands, includ- 
ing those within the lateral limits of withdrawals for 
railroad purposes settled upon prior to withdrawal, 
will be required within six months after survey in 
the field (or, if surveyed before the publication of this 
circular, within six months from the Ist day of June, 
1870, aforesaid) to file their declaratory statements 
with the register of the proper land office, or with 
the surveyor.general, where the plat of survey has 
not been filed with such register, and thereafter to 
make proof and payment for the tract within twelve 
months from the date of filing, as required by the 
act.of June 2, 1862, aforesaid. And whero settlers 
on lands unsurveyed at date of settlement have 
already filed their declaratory statements with the 
register of the proper land office, they will bo re- 
quired to make proof and payment within twelve 
months from the Ist day of June next, as aforesaid. 
- Settlers failing to comply with the requirements 
of this circular will be held to have forfeited their 
claims as preémptors under the law. es 

i JOS. S. WILSON, 
Commissioner. 
To Registers and Receivere United States Land Offices, 
-and Surveyors General of the United States. 


Since this circular was issued great alarm 
has existed in my State. I consalted with the 
Secretary of the Interior to see if the roling 
could not be reversed, and he said that the 
law ought to be repealed, but as long as it was 
in the statute-book he must enforce it. I con- 
sulted with Mr. Wilson, Commissioner of the 
Land Office, who stated that it was against his 
judgment that the-act was extended to the 
whole of the United States, and that he con- 
sidered that it ought to be repeated for the 
hardships it would cause. The chairman of 
the Publie Lands, [Mr. 
JULIAN, | for several days before he was taken 
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sick, tried to get thefloor before the morning 
hour to get this bill put on its passage, and 
failed. With this explanation I trust there | 


will be no objection to the passage of the bill. || 


Mr. DAWLEY, 


Committee on the Public Lands ? 


mittee on the Public Lands are in favor of it. 

Mr. ARNELL. 
interest of the settlers? 

Mr. SARGENT. = It is. 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera: 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SARGENT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved ; 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


I move the pre- 


Mr. MAYHAM. [ask unanimous consent | 
that the bill (S. No. 708) to provide fora build- 
ing for the use of the post office, custom-house, | 
United States cirenit and district courts, and : 
internal revenue offices at Albany, New York, 
be taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

There was no objection; and the bill was ac- 
cordingly taken from the Speaker’s table and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. ALLISON moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken ; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I now move that the rules | 
be suspended, and the House resolve itself ' 
into Committee of the Whole upon the special ` 


order. 

Mr. WOOD. Before the question is put on 
that motion I desire to ask the gentleman from | 
Ohio [Mr. Scnenck]a question. I wish to ask | 
him whether, in view of the fact that this bill 
has now been for three months and a half }: 
before the House, and in view of the fact that | 
the session has reached a late stage, with many 
important appropriation bills not yet acted on, 
and with other questions of very great import- : 
anceto the people of this country yet undeter- | 
mined, he is prepared to continue to urge upon ; 
the attention of this House the tariff bill; ; 
whether he will do this in view of the fact thatit © 
isimpossible that this bill can pass the House | 
„and tbat even if it should pass the House the || 
Senate will not entertain or consider it during 
this session of Congress. Under these circum- 
stances, I appeal to the gentleman from Ohio 
to allow this bin to be either recommitted or |; 
laid aside, that we may go to practical legisla- | 
tion required by the condition of the country 
and the necessities of the people. 

Mr. SCHENCK. With the permission of | 
the House I will reply that I am prepared at | 
all times at least to attempt to do my duty, 
and tbat is, as chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means and their organ, to present | 
their work to this House and endeavor to get | 
the action of the House upon it. As to how : 
long we may be occupied in getting action on | 
this bill the gentleman could get more inform- 
ation probably on that point if he were to ad- 
dress his questions to gentlemen immediately 
aroand him. If the bill be fairly considered, 
and no attempts at amendments made except 
those which are substantial in their character | 
and offered in good faith to raise or to lower | 
duties as we come to the different items, I be- į 
lieve we-can get through with the bill ia two, 
three, or four days easily. Butif that is not 
to be the way in which the bill is to be treated 
then it will depend upon others and not upon 
me to say what length of time shall be occu- 
pied in going through it. 


Is the bili entirely iu the | 


AW! 1 wish to ask the gentle- | 
man if this is the bill which was before the | 


of the bill and that there are filty pages; but 


Mr. SARGENT. Yes, sir; and the Com- | it so happens that this very morning one or ; 


Mr. WOOD. We have discussed and acted 
on but twenty-one pages of the bill, and there 
are fifty pages. 

Mr. SCHENCK. If the gentleman will 
allow me l will auswer him now. lam aware | 
that we have only disposed of twenty-one pages | 


| more colleagues of mine upon the Committee | 


! accuracy, that if we could reason at all from 


' yet to come in the bill, about three fourths or | 


` what is to come consists among datiable arti- | 


‘is the free list, und although it may occasion 
; debate in attempts to put various other articles 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT ALBANY. |i 
| very much time can be consumed in that. I 
| never know in advance how much talk there | 
. may be about bedstead-springs or any other 


` or for attempts at amendments of this bill, 


i some degree to withhold their present opposi- 


` the bill, as they are sure to vote against any 
© such bill. 
‘ advice upon that point, and that I leave for 
| depends upon others very much more than 
|, upon me or upon the Committee of Ways and 


: two or three days of work whether we are go- 


| Whole on the state of the Union be instructed 


of Ways and Means gave me it as their opin- | 
ion, and consulted me as to my belief in their į 


probability, considering the nature of what is : 


more have been finished now in point of time. ; 
A very large proportion, about nine pages, of . 


cles of drugs, dye-stuffs, and things of that kind, 


der of the bill, constituting its second section, | 


on that free list, yet 1 do not apprehend that 


particular thing. But having got over iron and | 
steel, along with the other subjects which pre- 
ceded them, it seems to me that we have passed 
almost everything that can be made the sub- 
ject of any considerable amount of discussion 


While I am upon the floor I will say this | 
also. ‘There are a great many here who do 
not intend to vote for any tariff bill at all, and 


I submit, as they intend not to vote for the bill 
and do not desire to get it put into any better |; 


shape, but are disposed to denounce the bill as 
it is, whether it would not be well for them in 


tion to ail its small details and wait and record 
themselves according to their views against 


However, I am not entitled to give 


gentlemen themselves. I say again that it 


Means what is to be the fate of the bill, bat 
I think it can be known after another day or 


ing to get along smoothly, with the probability 
of reaching a conclusion or not. I propose, 
therefore, to goon with the work this morning 
and not debate these questions of probabilities, 
but to look to the bill itself 4s a business mat- 
ter. 


Mr. WOOD. One question. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I do not propose to listen ': 
, to any more questions. 
i! as I knew how what has been asked, and I now 
‘| insist on my motion to go into Committee of | 
; the Whole on the state of the Union. 


l have answered as well | 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Before that motion is put | 
I desire to move that the Committee of the | 


to rise at half past four o'clock, that the House 
may take a recess until half past seven. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous ‘consent 
this evening has been set apart for the con- | 
sideration of business of the:Committee on | 
Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Thatis my understanding. 

The SPEAKER. No matter at what time 
the House takes a recess, it will meet at half 
past seven o’clock unless there shall be an 
absolute adjournment. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I shall certainly ask the 
committee to rise before five o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. The House will meet as 
a House at half past seven o'clock, and not as 
in committee. i 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, 
one of its Clerks, informed the House that the 


That is the way to get along with it. i| reported that there were—ayes 40, noes 78. 


Senate had agreed to the report of the com- 


mittee of conference upon the disagreeing votes 


of the two Houses on Senate bill No. 95, in 
relation to the Hot Springs reservation, in 
Arkansas. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. BIRD was granted leave of absence until 
Thursday of next week. 

Mr. BIGGS was granted leave of absence 
for two days. 

Mr. HAIGHT was granted leave of obsence 
for two days. 

Mr. KNOTT was granted leave of absence 
for two days. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, was granted 
leave of absence for two days. 

Mr. CAKE was granted leave of absence for 
the remainder of this week. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, was granted leave 


: ; ’ id, |; of absence for three days. 
' and various kindred articles on which the duties |; y 


‘ are lowered almost uniformly. All the remain- 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, was granted leave 
of absence for two weeks from to-day. 


THE TARIFF. 


The question recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. ScHENCE, that the rules be suspended and 
the House now resoive itself into Committee 
of the Whole upon the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| Union, (Mr. WHEELER in the chair,) and re- 


sumed the consideration of the special order, 


| being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist- 
| inglaws relating tothe duty on imports, and for 


other purposes. 
The pending paragraph was read, as fol- 
lows: 
On nickel, 40 cents per pound. 


The CHAIRMAN. All debate upon this 


| paragraph has been terminated. 


Mr. GRISWOLD, I move to amend the 
pending paragraph by striking out ‘40’ and 
inserting ‘‘ 25.” 

Mr. KELLEY. Has not that amendment 
been already voted upon? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is advised 
that this lei amendment has not yet 
been voted upon, 

The question was taken upon the amend- 
ment; andit was not agreed to. 

Mr. COX. I move to amend this para: 
graph by striking out “ 40’’ and inserting “‘ 35.” 

The question was taken; and upon a divis- 
ion there were—ayes 27, noes 60; no quorum 
voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cox and 
Mr. Dickey were appointed. 

The committee again divided ; and the tellers 


~” 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I have one 


, more motion to make, and then I will give up 
i on nickel. I move to strike out the paragraph. 


The CHAIRMAN. That motion was made 
yesterday and rejected. It is not now in order. 

No further amendment being offered, the 
next paragraph was read, as follows: 

On alloy of nickel with copper, and on nickel 
oxide, 30 cents per pound. i 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I must nib- 
ble away as we go along, although nickel isa 
very hard metal to nibble at. I propose to go 
back to the old rate of duty of 2} cents per 
pound, instead of 30 cents per pound, as here 
proposed. Though I have been beaten on 
nickel, I should have been hopeful but for some 
provision which I see made in this bill for 
Connecticut. -Connecticut is taken care of by 
a sort of arrangement which is made for the 
benefit of the special manufactures of Water- 
bury, Connecticut, as will be seen by reference 
to this paragraph: f 

Qn manufactures of articles of nickel, albata, or 

white metal, argentine, German silver, and the like 
mixed metals, 45 per cent. ad valorem. å 

That-is an increased protection of 10 pe 
eent: ad valorem upon all German silver an 
other metal manufactures in Waterbury, Con- 
necticut, I remember that while Connecticut 


1870. 


ee r 


was opposed a year or two ago to this high 
duty h she is now softened by this 
additional 10 per cent, protection on her man- 
utactures, and goes for the nickel mine of 
Pennsylvania. 1 repeat what I said the other 
day 
to dG another; and as we levy a bounty upon 
the people for the benefit of a Mr. Wharton, 
of Pennsylvania, we are then obliged to give 
an additional bounty to the manufacturers of 
Waterbury, Connecticut, of 10 per cent.. ad 
calorem upon their articles. Thus the thing 
works all around, 

It does seem to me that in a large part of 
this House the consumer has no representa- 


tives. By mutual arrangement all these various ; 
coutrivances are made tor the benefit of pecu- | 


liar interests without any regard whatsoever to 
the great body of the people. And some forty 
million people, more or less, are taxed through- 


out this bill hy the various arrangements made || 


in it for the benefit of some few hundred 
interested parties. 
Mr. KELLEY. 


it needs any argument. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. I move to amend the 
amendment so as to make the duty imposed by 
this paragraph 3 cents per pound. This para- 
graph embraces nickel combined with copper. 
Í understand that this combination is frequently 
an article of commerce. I also understand 
that nickel cannot be combined with copper 
to a greater extent than 33 or 35 per cent. 
Yet it will be seen that this paragraph proposes 
to make the duty on this combination of nickel 
with copper higher than the duty we have 
already imposed on purenickel. This combi- 
pation embraces, as I have understood, two 
thirds of copper; and copper sells for about 16 
or 17 cents per pound. So that the daty in this 
paragraph amounts to much more than the duty 
on pure nickel, which is fixed in this bill at 40 
cents per pound. While upon this subject I 
wish to say, as relevant to this question, that I 
do not see that the statements which I made 
last evening upon this subject have been con- 
tradicted in any material point. I say this after 
having read the report of last evening's discus- 
sion; for I could not distinctly hearall that was 
said on theother side. It wasasserted last even- 
ing that the total production of nickel in the 
whole world was not so greatas I had supposed, 
yet I see that the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Dickey, ] in whose district is this mine 
trom which all the American nickel is obtained, 
states that the production of nickel in one year 
was 870,000 pounds. The same gentleman 
says that he understands the supply of nickel 
to be according to the demand. There is, 
therefore, good authority for saying that from 
this one mine pure nickel can be obtained in 
auy quantities which may be required. It thus 
appears that these men in Pennsylvania furnish 
the entire supply of nickel for the United States 
Government. 

Mr. DICKEY. The letter from the treas- 
urer of the Mint shows that a large portion of the 
nickel used by the United States is imported. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. In the book from which 
I read, the American Encyclopedia, published 
in 1869, it is stated that the entire supply for 
the Mint of the United States was obtained 
from that one mine. 

Mr. DICKEY. That is a mistake. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. . Now, that fact proves 
one of two things: either under the present 
duty of 15 cents per pound those who fur- 
nish nickel from that mine have some special 
privileges in selling it to the United States, or 
they are, without special privileges, able to 
undefsell the importers of foreign nickel. I 
will assume that. they have no special privi- 
leges over the importers in selling to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. if that be so, 
then certainly they have.at a duty of 15 
cents per pound been able to undersell the 
importers of the nickel, assuming that the 
Director of the Mint has done his duty and 


that as we do one wrong we are compelled | 


I rise to say simply that I | 
am opposed to the amendment. I do not think || 


it has been lower. 
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that there is no law giving special privileges to 
these American producers of nickel. 

Mr. NEGLEY. 1 think I must raise a point 
of order on the. gentleman. This is the same 
old story that he told us last night, and it is 
not germane to the question now before us. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. Iam speaking upon the 
subject of nickel. This paragraph relates to 
the combination of copper and nickel; and 


‘ therefore I hold that whatever is pertinent to 


nickel is pertinent to this paragraph. Now, as 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means has expressed a desire that no amend- 
ment shall be offered except in good faith, I 
wish to say that I have offered this amend- 
ment in good faith. The duty on nicket has 
never been higher than 15 cents per pound, and 
lt is now proposed to raise 
the duty to 40 cents. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH., I would like to put 
an inquiry to thegentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Ketiey,] who understands this question. 
Would not his friend in Pennsylvania who 
makes nickel be willing to accept a bounty 


i' from the Treasury in lieu of this duty? 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman; that ques- 
tion is not one that requires an answer. Iam 
speaking for no one man. Iam asking this 
House to legislate in such a way that the 
country may possibly become independent as 
to its supply of one of the metals almost as 
essential in the modern industrial arts as iron. 
In reply to the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Griswotp] I wish to say that he is en- 
tirely mistaken; he has been utterly misled in 
his sources of information. Nickel may be 
combined with copper in any degree. You 
may alloy them in any proportions. When 
the gentleman says that nickel cannot be com- 
bined with copper in a greater proportion than 
33 per cent. he is doubtless misled by an indis- 
tinct remembrance of what took place in the 
discussion of the coinage question, when it 
was stated that more than 83 per cent. of nickel 
cannot be worked into coin because the com- 
bination would become so hard as to break 
the die. That is the point to which the gen- 
tleman has alluded. They may be intermin- 
gled, and are brought in in all degrees of alloy. 

Again, sir, the Lancaster county mine does 
not yield the whole of the nickel worked in 
this country. Mine Lamotte, Missouri, ships 
nickel-matte when first manufactured from the 
ore both to New Jersey and Swansea. The 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BENJAMIN] is 
aware of the fact that mine Lamotte is ship- 

ing nickel to Swansea. The nickel works in 
New Jersey are closed, and the matte is being 
shipped from there also to Swansea. If we 
do not give adequate protection to this we 
will establish in perpetuity the monopoly of 
England, notwithstanding the affluence of our 
own ore. . A 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Brooks] is also equally mistaken in assum- 
ing that the Mint has consumed nothing but 
American nickel. © It at no time has received 
50 per cent. of its annual supply from Amer- 
ican mines in Missouri and . Pennsylvania. 
Every year it consumes of foreign nickel more 
than it does from these sources. So the gen- 
tleman’s information is wholly at fault on 
every point he has made. One hundred and 
eighteen thousand pounds were imported into 
the country in 1868, and a larger amount in 
1869 went into general use, the Mint taking 
about as much as of American nickel. This 
year it cannot buy a pound of American nickel. 
T'he ore of Missouri is being transported clear 
across the ocean to the shipping point o 
Swansea, and there smelted by English coal 
and English labor, to be returned in a small 
percentage of nickel. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that all further 
Gebate on the pending paragraph be closed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Griswo.p's amendment 
ment was rejected. . 


T ~~ 
to the amend- 


The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Brooxs, of New York. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 19, noes 60. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I donot ask 
for a further count, but I wish the country to 
take notice that these things are being done 
without a quorum. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On nickel-matte or speiss, 20 cents per pound. 

Mr: BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
strike out ‘*20’’ and insert ‘‘15,’’ the duty 
under the existing tariff. It is high enough, in 
all reason. If there is any reason for this 
increase I should like to hear it, if we have 
not got beyond the age of reason. 

The committee divided; and there were — 
ayes 18, noes 40. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I do not ask 
for a further count. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


On ores of nickel, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
oe that out. Ores of nickel come in now 
ree. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 20, noes 64. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York, No quorum 
has voted, but I do not ask for a furthercount. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


On albata, or white metal, argentine, German 
ayer and the like mixed metals, 40 per cent. ad 
valorem. ` ` ` ` 


Mr. MAYHAM. Imoveto strike out ‘'40” 
and insert *¢35.’? Mr. Chairman, I make this 
motion for the purpose of having the bill con- 
form to what the tariff now is on this article. 


It seems to me, notwithstanding the declar- 
ation of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means that there was a disposition 
to reduce the tariff, we have seen a constant 
upward tendency on most all of these articles. 
The tariff is now 85 per cent. ad valorem, and 
it is here proposed to increase it to 40 per 
cent. ad valorem. This is an article which 
now enters largely into the consumption of 
the people of the country. It is an article 
which, when plated, is used.as a substitute in 
poorer families for silver ware. Very much 
beautiful ware is manufactured from it. For 
those who are pecuniarily unable to use silver 
ware, this is an available substitate. And 
there is scarcely a family in the country that 
is not to-day using this as an article of table 
ware. Now, if there is no necessity for ex- 
traordinary protection to this article, or if, 
as is pretended, this tariff is for the purpose 
of raising revenue with which to meet the de- 
mands of the Government, it seems to me that 
there should be some satisfactory reason pre- 
sented by the chairman. of the Committee of 
Ways and Means why the duty on this article 
is increased in this bill. Unless some satis- 
factory reason is given I think the Committee 
of the Whole should be willing to go back at 
least to the duty which was imposed upon this 
article under the old law. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I have no desire to pro- 
long debate on this question. But I rise to 
oppose the amendment, and I shall state very 
briefly the reason why I oppose it. The in- 
crease in this bill, as the gentleman from New 
York rar. Mayuam] concedes, is only 5 per 
cent. The committee reported an increase on 
nickel, the chief article of value that enters into 
the composition of this German silver, from 15 
to 85 per cent., or 40 cents a pound, which is 
an addition of 20 per cent. to the duty on the 
raw material. Now, for the manufactures from 
the article there is only proposed as. an offset 
an increase of 5 per cent. 

My friend from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] 
who spoke a few moments ago, seemed to 
think that there must have been some under- 
| standing in. order tọ bring about this new 
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arrangement. I will say for one that I never 
heard of this increase of duty at the present 
session until I saw it reported in the bill. We 
have not chosen to oppose it, although perhaps 
we should not have favored the original prop- 
osition of an increase of duty on any of these 
raw materials. But having made such an in- 
crease on copper, having done it against the 


protest in the last Congress of many from my ` 
own district, having done it against the pro- ; 


test of many from many other districts in the 
East, the committee have placed these metals 
upon the same footing as they placed copper 
in the last Congress. 


I say, then, that there has been no arrange: . 


T i ill bear me out in | 3 : 
he committee will bear ; ment of certain officers in the Treasury Depart- |; 


ment. 
saying that I never heard from them of this 
increase of duty until the bill was reported. 


So far as Waterbury, Connecticut, is concerned i 


I suppose the gentleman in speaking of 


Vaterbury alluded to myself) we had heard : 
of a proposed increase in former years, but of . 


this bill we knew nothing until it was reported. 
But we did not choose to oppose it after the 
representations of the friends of this proposi- 
tion on the committee that they will make the 
article actually cheaper if it can be produced 


in this country against the competition of for- | 
eign producers and foreign importers. The | 


proposed increase, as I have stated, is only 5 
per cent., and I think it is not fair to ask that 
that should be stricken out, when there has 


been an increase of 20 per cent. on the raw | 


material. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move that debate onthis | 


paragraph be now closed. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I desire to 
be permitted to say just a single word on this 
matter. 

- Mr. SCHENCK. I insist on my motion. 
There bas been a speech on each side of the 
question. 


` The question was put on Mr. ScHENCK’s | 


motion to close debate; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 65, noes 22; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Maywanp, and Mr. 
Brooxs of New York. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported—ayes 70, noes 24; no quorum 
voting. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is further countinsisted 


upon? -` ans 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. fF shall not 
insist on farther count, if I am permitted an 
opportunity for debate. 
The CHAIRMAN. As nò 


toll. 

Mr. SCHENCK. TI call the attention of the 
country to the conduct of gentlemen on the 
other side. | 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. And I 
the attention of the country to this, that while 
the majority are engaged in robbing the coun- 
try, they will not allow an opportunity even for 
protest. va ; 

The roll was then called ; and the following 
members failed to answer to their names : 


Mesers. Adams, Arnell, Bailey, Banks, Barnum, 
Beck, Biggs, Binglem, Boles, Bowen, Burdett, Burr, 
Cake, Calkin, Sidney Qiarke, Clinton L. Cobb,Cook, 
Crebs, Cullom, Dockery, Dyer, Bldridge, Farnsworth, 
Fisher, Fitch, Fox, Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, 
Hays, Heaton, Hoar, Hoge, Holman, Jenckes; John- 
son, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Julian, 
Kerr, Knapp, Logan,. Marshall, McCormick, Me- 
Neely, Mercar, Eiiakim H. Moore, Morgan, Samuel 
P. Morsill, Mungen, Palmer, Phelps, Piatt, Porter, 
Ridgway, Schumaker, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, 
cum, Stiles, Stoughton, Strader, Swann, Van Horn, 
Van Trump, Ward, William B. Washburn, Eugene 
M. Wion, John T. Wilson, Witcher, and Wood- 
ward. -- f 


Sio- 


.. The Speaker then resumed the chair, asd 
Mr. Wuee.ee reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, accord- 
ing to order of the House, had had under con- 
sideration the state of the Union generally, 
and particularly the bill (H. R. No. 1068) te 
amend existing laws relating to the duty on 
imports; and for other purposes, and finding 


quorum voted | 
upon the last division the Clerk will call the | 


call 


itself without a quorum, he had, under the rule, 
directed the roll to be called, and reported the 
absentees to the House. 

The SPEAKER. Upon the calling of the 
roll one hundred and fifty-seven members 
answered to their names. A quorum being 
present, the Committee of the Whole, under 
: the rule, will resume its session. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United 
States by Mr. Horace Porter, one of his Sec- 
© yetaries, informed the House that the Presi- 


of the following title: 
An act (H. R, No. 902) limiting the appoint- 


; ment. 
TARIFF BILL—AGAIN. 


The Committee of the Whole then resumed 
its session. 

The tellers having 
| committee again divided; and the tellers re- 
| ported—ayes 88, noes 31. 

So the motion to close debate was agreed to. 


HAM’S amendment; and it was disagreed to— 
ayes twenty-nine, noes not counted. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move to 
amend the paragraph by inserting after the 
| words “ German silver” the words ‘‘alumin- 
| jum and its alloys.’’ 
there has never been any tariff on it. 


i Mr. SCHENCK. 


: that. 

|. Mr. KELLEY. I think that would be an 

‘| improvement. 

| Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I should like 

, the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bur- 
LER] to tell us what this is before I reply to 


him. . 

Mr. SCHENCK. I shall be compelled to 
call the gentleman to order. Debate has been 
closed on this paragraph. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. There is not a pound 
of this article made in the country—not one. 
Mr. KELLEY. 
State in the Union. 

Mr. COX. We are voting on something 
that we do not even know how to spell, We 
do not know the name of it. It is something 


new. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. That is 
a point the gentleman might make at any time. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Soscientific a gentleman 


| 


j 


all about it. 

I| The question was taken on the amendment, 
and there were—ayes 51, noes 5; no quorum 
i| voting. 


| further count, as we cannot have any debate. 
i| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Mr. BUTLER, of 
Massachusetts; and Mr. Brooks, of New York, 
were appointed. : 
The committee divided ; and the tellers re- 
orted—-ayes 64, noes 9; no. quorum voting. 


itself without a quorum, it is the duty of the 
Chair to cause the roll to. be ealled, in order 


ported to the House. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll; and the 
following members failed to answer to their 
names: 


. Messrs. Adams, Arnell, Asper, Bailey, Banks, Bar- 
num, Beaman, Biggs, Bolos, Burdett, Cake, Clinton 
L. Cobb, Cook, Calfom, Dockery, Eldridge, Fisher, 
Fitch, Fox, Griswold, Haieht, Haldeman, Heaton, 

oar; Hoge, Holman, Jonckes, Johnson, Alexander 

. Jones, Thomas L, Jones, Julian, Kerr; Knapp, 
Logan, Marshall, McCormick, MeKee, McNeely, 
Mercur, Morgan, Morphis, Samuel P, Morrill, Mun- 
gen, Myers, Palmer, Perce, Phelps, Ridgway, Rogers, 
Schumaker, Porter Sheldon, Shorrod, Starkweather, 
Stiles, Stoughton, Strader, Swann, Tanner, Tillman, 
Van Horn, Van Trump, Voorhees, Ward, William 
B. Washburn, Eugene M. Wilson, Witcher, and 
Woodward. 


The committee then rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. WHEELER re- 


dent had this day approved and signed a bill ; 


resumed their places, the ` 


The question was then taken on Mr. May- | 


Thatisa new metal and | 


I have no objection to | 


It can be made in every | 


as my friend from New York ought to know | 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I insist on a | 


The CHAIRMAN. The committee finding | 


i| that the names of the absentees: may be re- | 


| 


| is scarcely used at- all. 
| rectly stated that this is a new metal. 


ported that the Committec of the Whole on the 
state of the Union having, aceording to order 
had under consideration a bill (H. R. No. 
1068) to amend existing laws relating to the 
duty on imports, and for other purposes, and 
finding itself without a quorum, had caused the 
roll to be called, and directed him to report the 
names of the absentees to the House to be 
entered upon the Journal. 

TheSPEAKER. From the roll of absenteeg 
reported by the Chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole it appears that one hundred and 
sixty-one gentlemen have answered to their 
names. A quorum being present, the commit- 
tea will resume its session. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union then resumed its session, the 
pending question being on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Butuer, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. O'NEILL stated that Mr. MERCUR wag 
paired on the tariff with Mr. Houtman. 

The tellers having resumed their places, the 
committee again divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 88, noes 31. 

- So the amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


On manufactures or articles of nickel, albata, or 
white metal, argentine, German silver, and the like 


| mixed metals, 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 


‘| to amend that paragraph by inserting after the 
| word ‘‘gilver’’ the words *‘aluminium and its 


alloys.’’ 

Mr.SCHENCK. Thatisto correspond with 
the amendment made in the last paragraph. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir; 
it will make itcorrespond. Aluminium isa new 
metal; lately discovered by French chemists, 
which comes from clay. It can be made every- 
where where bricks and pottery can be. It is 
a difficult chemical process to extract it, so that 
it is worth from $10 to $15 a pound. It can 
be cheaply made if made in large quantities. 
It is avery light metal, its specific gravity being 
only one quarter greater than that of water. lt 
is used in alloy with copper very extensively. 
When alloyed with copper it makes oroide, look- 
ing like gold, and which is impervious to every 
acid. It is the foundation of the oroide watch- 
cases, and it also makes table-ware. The only 
difficulty in its use in that way is that the salt 
from the hands or from any other source will 
corrode it very fast. But wherever salt is not 
used it is a very valuable metal, and it is com- 
ing to be used very extensively inthe arts. If 
we protect its manufacture for a little while 
this metal will be very cheap among us, because 
the bases of it are exceedingly cheap. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Instead of being ex- 
tensively used in the arts, as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER} says, this metal 
The gentleman cor- 
It isa 
hard metal, but malleable and ductile, the 
lightest of all the metals in weight, as white as 
silver and more useful in many of the details 
of the mechanic arts, does not oxidize as readily 
even as silver, alloys with other metals readily, 
and is destined to become an important agent 
in the workshop, and to occupy a prominent 
position in the metallurgy of the future; but 
after having been ‘before the public for fifteen 


|| years or more, and its base found in every coun- 


try on earth, it is not yet produced at a price 
low enough to makeitavailable for general use. 
It is found in every clay-bank in the country ; 
we all admit that. But we are not skillful 
enough, our labor isnot cheap enough, to enable 
us to produce this metal in this country ata 
paying rate. 

’ Now, to puta duty of 45 per cent. ad valorem 
upon tbis metal, as proposed by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Burzer,] would be actually shutting it 
out from that introduction into the arts which 
is gradually taking place, but only gradually. 
It is a metal very little understood, very little 
used, and if used at allin making the brass- 
colored watches of whieh the gentleman speaks 
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it is used to but very little extent. The cases 
of those watches are made of a composite 
metal, known in the trade as ‘*composition 
metal.” They are watches made in imitation 


of gold; but they do not contain any such ex- |! 


ensive metal as the gentleman speaks of, ex- |: 
The production ` 
his metal was undertaken in Williamsburg, į; 


cept to a very limited extent. 
oft 


New York, and it was successfully produced | 
there; that is, so far as science is concerned, | 
but not successfully so far as pecuniary remun- |, 


eration ig concerned. It is not now produced 


ns from importing this metal into this country, 
and gradually introdueing it into the arts, as it 


] : of alaminium from kryolite.’”’ 
anywhere in this country, 80 far as it may be | 
considered a success in basiness. Bat to prevent |: 


if 
A 
t 
yi 
t 
g 


is the desire of the various artisans of the coun- ; 


try to do, would be a hardship upon our me- 
chanics. The formula and implements so far 
known, and used for extracting it, do not pro- 
duce it cheaply, yet these gentlemen would 
double the tariff on it for fear that somebody 


a way of producing it cheap enough for our 
artisans to adopt it. ¢ 
that this duty is for the protection of any home 
couniry to protect. 


placing itin the previous paragraph after debate 


had been closed by consent, so that the oppres- | 


sion his amendment would work could not be 
exposed. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will 
withdraw my amendment if some gentleman 
will renew it, 
Mr. KELLEY. I renew the amendment, 
and will say that the remarks of the gentleman 


from New Jersey [Mr. CLEVELAND] admit the | 
He admits that this metal is pro- , 
duced, that it is used, and that we do not pro- | 


whole case. 


duce it, although it lies in every clay-bank. It 
would be an invaluable addition to our list of 
metals. Its ductility would give us a new and 
invaluable wire. In combination with copper 


it makes an imitation of gold which it requires | 


almost scientific skill to distinguish from gold 


itself. The only means of testing it is bya | 


combination of some saline matter with an 
acid, for ordinary acids will not affect it. 

There is probably not a single duty that could 
be imposed that would add that which is more 
valuable to the mechanic arts of the country 
than this. The gentleman from New Jersey 
says this duty would 
into this country. Already works for its pro- 

duction are struggling into existence, and if 
properly encouraged in less than one year this 
country would be able to supply itself, not at 
the enormous price at which it is imported, 
but at one half or one fourth of that price, at 
the same time atilizing the clay from our banks, 
employing our labor, consuming our fuel, and 
adding generally to the interests of the country. 
I thank the gentieman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Borer] for having brought this matter 
to the attention of the Committee of the Whole 
by the amendment he has offered. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. This new. 
article, or this new word, has a great deal of 
meaning in it.. It compels us who are on the 
watch here not only to study our dictionaries, 
but to look far and wide into its history. 

I do not wonder the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. KeLrer] thanks the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Burter] for propos- 
ing this high duty upon aluminium or alumi- 
num. In Ure’s Chemical Dictionary will be 
found this heading to a paragraph: ‘ Prepar- 
ation of aluminium from kryolite.” Now, if 
you will look a little further along in this bill 
you will find that it is proposed to admit kryo- 
lite almost duty free, at a very low rate of duty 
ad valorem, if you look into the history of 
the Penusylvania Salt Company, as contained 
in this yellow book which | hold in my hand, 
you will find that this company has the abso- 

ute monopoly of kryolite. 


|| from the Pennsylvania Salt Manufacturing | 


Mr: SCHENCK. I rise to a question of 
order. The gentleman has mistaken the sub- 
ject. We are not considering kryolite. 

‘Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I am discuss- 
ing aluminium. If the gentleman will study 
his books on chemistry he will see the very 
close relation between alunrinium and kryolite. 

Mr. KELLEY. Aluminium cannot be pro- 
duced from kryolite. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Here is Ure’s 
Dictionary, which speaks of ‘‘ a preparation 
This is a better 
anthority than the gentleman. 

Mr. KELLEY. kt is prepared from the 
ordinary clay of the brick-yard. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Now let me 
read from this yellow book, which emanates 


|; Company: 


i 


It cannot be pretended | 


rohibit its introduction || 


i 


“Tho process of manufacturing both soda and 
alumina from kryolite consists, theoretically, in caus- 


: ingthe fluorine to enter into combinations with other 


bases, leaving the sodium to form new combinatiors, 
in France or some other country shall find out 4 i lami. 


: the kryolito being a fluoride of sodium and alumi- 


nium., The base with which the fluorine has been !: 


found most readily and evonomica ly to unite is cal- : 


cium, with which it forms a fluoride entirely insol- `: 
il ( j | uble, while the sodium and aluminium both absorb 
industry, for there is no such industry in the `i 


It was one of the sharp ` form aluminate of soda, which is soluble in water.” 


dodges of the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 


oxygen. becoming soda and alumina, and uniting, 


And the secret of all this is that aluminate 
of soda is the saponifier of the Pennsylvania 
Salt Manufacturing Company, which produces 
annually 80,000,000 pounds of soap, used by 
otr people, mainly in the West. 1] have thus 
taken the cover from the cat under the meal 


| and exposed it to the view of the whole House. 


[Here the hammer fell.]_ . 
The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 


' is on the motion to close debate. 


On the question there were—ayes 62, noes 
30; no quorum voting. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cessna, and 


| Mr. Brooxs of New Yerk Were appointed. 


Thecommittee divided ; and thetellersreport- 
ed—ayes 93, noes 23. 

So the motion to close debate was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Butter, of Massachusetts. 

The question was taken; and there were— 
ayes 81, noes 36. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I call for 
telłers. ; 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Brooks, of | 
New York, and Mr. Maynarp were appointed. | 
Thecommittee divided ; and thetellersreport- - 


ed—ayes 79, noes 36. 
So the’ amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


On zine, spelter, and teutenegue, in blocks or pigs, 
2 cents per pound. i 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
amend the paragraph just read by reducing the 
rate of duty to 14 cents per pound, which is 
the existing rate. I see no reason for an 
increase of the duty unless there is something 
in it for the interest of Connecticut, by the 
granting of which Pennsyivanis is bound to 
redeem her bargain with Connecticut. Ido 
rot think that Connecticut has obtained enough 
by the arrangement. After the high rate of 
duty on nickel I think Waterbury will not be 
treated fairly untess she receives à protection 
of 40 or 45 per cent. 
and teutenegue are mixed up in this bargain 
do not know; but I wish to call the attention 
of the House to the fact that this paragraph 


proposes an inerease of half s cent per pound | 7 
. | of Chinese copper I am.told; but the. 

wish to say that Connec: | 

ticut has no possible interest in this matter. 


on the existing duty. 
Mr. KELLEY. I 


The works where these articles are produced’ 
are chiefly at Newark, Jersey City, Trenton, 
and Bergen, New Jersey; Bethlehem and Bir- 
mingham, Pennsylvania; Knoxville, Tennes- 
see, and Mineral Point; Wisconsin. 
- Mr. MAYNARD. And in Western Virginia. 
Mr. KELLEY. Yes; Western Virginia. 
Connecticut is a large consamer of this article. 
Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. The gentleman 


Whether zinc, apani i 


has forgotten the establishments at La Salle, 
Illinois. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes; I omitted to mention 
two large establishments at La Salle, Illinois, 
perhaps the largest in the country. Hence, 
when the gentleman from New York berates 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut in this connec- 
tion, he shoots very wide of the mark. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to state that ae- 


| cording to the custom-house retnrns, the duty 


roposed in this paragraph is exactly equiva- 
ent to 40 percent. ad valorem. The experience 
of the zine works in the portion of the country 


‘| from which I come demonstrates clearly and 


conclusively the necessity for such a duty, 


|| which is no more than we have imposed upon 
! albata, white metal, &c. 


The Committee of 
Ways and Means have thought it proper that 
thisimportant interest should have this amount 
of protection. I donot suppose that Connec- 
ticut has any concern in the matter. Her 
interest would rather be on the side of the 
motion of the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
Brooks. } ; . 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- 
ment is exhausted. 

Mr. COX. I renew the amendment for the 
purpose of making some remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment has 
not been withdrawn. 

Mr. COX. Well, then, I move to amend 
the amendment by striking out “1$” and 
inserting ‘14.’ 

Mr. SCHENCK. I was about to say that 
I hoped the gentleman would be allowed to 
speak, as he did-not speak at all on the last 
paragraph. [Laughter. } 

Mr. COX. [intend to speak on these para- 


| graphs just as often as I deem it proper, in 


order to get or to give information. Fhe gen- 


i tleman from Ohio, (Mr. Scnenck,] in hig 


rather threatening remarks this morning in 
regard to those who are opposing this bill item 
by item, said that if we would only reserve our 
opposition and vote against the bill asa whole 
it would be all right. That is a very strange 
sort of parliamentary ethics! Gentlemen who 


|| do not believe in the principle upon which this 


' bill is based, who do not believe in what bas 


already been adopted, and who cannot get 
their amendments attached to the bill at any 

stage of this proceeding, are to be precluded 

from making any amendments because they 
expect in the end to vote against the measure ! 
Sach was the idea thrown out by the gentle- 
man from Ohio this morning. He intimated 
besides that some of us have spoken rather 
freely on this bill and its various paragraphs. 

He would, I presume, have our mouths closed 
so the enormities of this tariffshould go through 
unexposed. I for one expect to offer amend- 
ments so long as the people take an interest 
in these matters, whether Congressmen do or 
not. . Yes, sir; the people do watch these 

proceedings and. the uncovering of the insid- 

ious portions of this bill, as was done just. now 

in reference: to aluminium. The gentleman 

from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER]. suid tbat: 
we did not know anything at all about it, and. 
yet he did not pronounce the word right. He 
pronounced it aluminium, when aluminium is 

what the dictionary calls it. 

In reference to this matter of tentenegue I 
should like to have some information. When 
we are called upon to vote here we ought to 
know what we are voting on. This: is a tg 
tie- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ke.iex} does 
not tell us there are any manufactories in Ten- 
nessee, or ‘in Pennsylvania, of this kind of. 


! copper. In the first place it is not fixed right 


here in the nomenelature of the bill. It ie not 
the way to spell itaccording to Webster. : When 
we get up here with æ dictionary, either Ure’a 
or Webster's Dictionary, and nodertake toim: 

art a little information to the committee, I 
insist that-we are not to. be snubbed by the 
chairman. of the Committee 9f Ways aod 


è 
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Means. We intend to debate every paragraph, 
so that there may be intelligent action.” Here 
wefindtentenegue. Wewantinformation about 
it. We know by the dictionary itis not spelled 
correctly. It ought to be spelled as it is spelled 
in the English, so that the people who are to 
be affected by a tariff drawn up in the English 
langnage may be able to understand it. I refer 


the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 


Means to the dictionary, so that he may per- 
fect his bill in this regard by having the word 
spelled correctly. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MAYNARD. Had the gentleman from 
New York to go to the dictionary to find this 
word? 


Mr. COX. No, sir; the dictionary came to | 


me. [Laughter.] But that is an important 


question for one of the Committee of Ways and | 


Means to ask. The word, as it is spelled here 
in the bill, isnot found in any dictionary. Now, 
I should like to know from that interesting gen- 
tleman whether there is any manufactory of 
this article in Tennessee? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I suppose these three 
words, “ginc,” “ spelter,’’ and ‘‘teutenegue,’’ 
as they are used in the bill, are so far synony- 
‘mous as this: they mean. the same kind of 
metal known by different commercial names. 

. Mr. COX. They do not agree with the dic- 
tionary. That is the reason why we wish to 
give information. A little while ago the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Brooxs] read 
from Ure’s Dictionary something in reference 


to the new metal of aluminiyim. The gentle- | 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. BurLer,] who | 


has been absent for some time, and who brought 
in the amendment in reference to this metal, 
astonishes us with a new pronunciation of a 
strictly technical term. I have no doubt he 
will claim great credit for having got this prop- 
osition through in favor of the watch manufac- 
tories of New England. I understood him to 
intimate when we asked for information that 
we needed information. When the gentleman 
makes those slings against those who have been 
here undertaking to perfect this measure, work- 
ing at it day and night, he should not absent 
himself for more than a week; but he should 
stay at his post and help us in good faith. 
[Laughter. ] 

. Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Where 
was my fault? i 

Mr. COX. Your faults, my good sir; I could 
not enumerate your faults if I were to continue 
speaking from now to the end. of eternity. 
{Laughter.] Thatis the way you answer me, 
It is not a good answer ; but that is your style. 
[Renewed laughter.] 

Mr. KELLOGG. Mr. Chairman, I do not 
wish to delay action by debate, and only rise 
for the purpose of replying to my friend from 
New York.by saying to him that according to 
my present light on the subject the duty on 
this article is large enough already. The duty 
of 14 cents per pound is enough protection. I 
find on examination that the duty of 14 cents 
per pound is equivalent to 333 per cent. on zine 
or spelter. Thatis higher than the present 
duty on copper, 8 cents a pound, which is only 
22 per cent. ad valorem. The duty on nickel, 
which you fixed to-day at 40 cents per pound, 
looks large, but when you examine the invoices 
you will find that it costs from $1 20 to $1 25 
per pound ; so that it is a duty only of 33 to35 
per cent. ad valorem; and the duty on zine, 
spelter, and teutenegue is 333 per cent. as the 
law now stands. Now, if you add this one half 
cent per pound you will make the daty 45 per 
cent. The present valuation is 4} cents per 
pound. If you place a duty on that of 2 cents 
a pound it will be equivalent toa fraction below 
45 per cent. Tam opposed to any such increase 
of duty upon a.raw material like this, which is 
an injury rather than a benefit to our own labor. 
The duties upon raw materials are now too 
high in proportion to those upon manufactures. 

{ am willing to vote for all the duty which is 
necessary to protect any interest in Tennes- 


see, in Illinois, in Michigan, or anywhere else. 
If itis not necessary to raise this duty from: 
33 per cent. to between 44 and 45 per cent. on 
a raw material—which I tell my friend from 
New York is used in Connecticut to a great 
extent as raw material—this duty ought not to 
be increased; and I am not satisfied so far 
during the progress of the debate that the duty 
should be increased ; and unless the commit- 
tee can give us facts to show why it should be 
raised from 14 to 2 cents per pound I think we 
should let this article as raw material stand at 
the old duty, which would still be higher than 
the duty on copper, and about as high as the 
duty we placed on nickel by our action to-day. 

The amendment to the amendment was with- 


| drawn. 


Mr. PAINE. I renew it. Mr. Chairman, I 
am not surprised that the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooxs] should seek to reduce the 
duty on zine, nor am I surprised that the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Ketioce] 
should seek to reduce it; but I suppose when 
we come to the next paragraph, which raises 
the duty on manufactured zinc, we will hear 
from the gentleman from Connecticut a differ- 
ent story. . 

Mr. KELLOGG. Iam willing that it should 
remain at the old duty, 2}. cents. 

Mr. PAINE.. I have no objection of course 
to a general reduction. I have no objection 
to any fair arrangement of these duties; but 
I have a great objection to falling in with the 
views of gentlemen who happen to be inter- 
ested in the manufacture of zinc when they 


'| seek to strike down the duty on the raw mate- 


rial and to keep up or increase the duty on the 
manufactured article. I shall therefore oppose 
the reduction now proposed. 

The question was put on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Brooxs, of New York, to strike 
out 2 cents and insert 14 cents. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 44, noes 71. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
On zino in sheets, 2% cents per pound. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
strike out ‘23’? and ingert ‘‘2},’’ the existing 
duty. I will only say that we have been prom- 
ised a reduction of the tariff, but here for a 
whole page we have been increasing the tariff 
and increasing the taxes instead of reducing 
them. ; 

The amendment was disagreed to on a divis- 
ion—ayes 50, noes 81. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


On old type, fit only to be remanufactured, 2 cents. 


per pound. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
strike out that paragraph. I appen to the 
majority of the House on behalf of my pro- 
fession—the press, 
papers of thecountry. We have hitherto been 
allowed to import old type-metal free of duty. 
This has made our type a little cheaper. It is 
for the benefit of the newspapers of the coun- 
try that this old type, fit only to be remanu- 
factured, should come in free. I trust the 
committee will not consent to the imposition 
of 2 cents per pound on this article. 

Mr. PETERS. What is the present duty? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. . Nothing; I 
repeat, nothing; and I hope that statement 
will impress itself on the other side of the 


House. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will merely say that the 
duty now on zine, as a raw material, is 2 cents 
per pound, and this is simply to put on the 
same footing the same raw material brought 
in in another shape, in the form of old type 
from Europe. 

The question was on the motion of Mr. 
Brooks, of New York, to strike out the para- 
graph. 

The committee 


divided; and there were— 
ayes 55, noes 70. 


the journalists, the news-. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
duty to call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Brooks, of 
New York, and Mr. Cessna were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 63, noes 57. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the para- 


I feel it my 


| graph was stricken out. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


On mats of goat or sheep skins, plain, fancy, or 
colored, 50 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I only want 
to say in regard to that paragraph that the duty 
is now 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. COX. I move to strike out the para- 
graph. Unless the committee can give some 
good reason for increasing this duty I hope the 
paragraph will be stricken out. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It is simply to create a 
market for our own goat and sheep skins. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


- On live animals, 20 per cent. ad valorem: Pro- 


vided, That animals specially imported for breeding 
purposes shall be admitted free, upon proof thereof 
satisfactory to the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. SMITH, of Vermont. I move to amend 
that paragraph by striking out ‘20’ and in- 
serting ‘'30.”’ 

Mr. PAINE. What is the present duty? 

Mr. SMITH, of Vermont. The bill reads 
20 per cent., and I propose to make it 30 per 
cent. In the existing law the duty stands at 
20 per cent. I do not desire to make any 
argument or to consume any of the time of the 
committee. A sufficient amount of time and 
attention has been given to the encouragement 
and fostering of the manufacturing interests 
of the country. We have now for the first 
time approached a paragraph in which the 
agricultural interests, of which we have heard 
so much and to which so many allusions have 
been made, have a direct and special interest. 
I am somewhat surprised, on looking at the 
details of the statistics, to see the great differ- 
ence that exists in the degree of protection 
which is afforded to that great and leading 
interest of the country, and that given to the 
special interest of manufactarers. I find that 
on animals the present.ad valorem duty is 20 
per cent. ; on butter, 17} per cent. ; on cheese, 
28} per cent.; on potatoes, 39 per cent.; on 
wheat, 15} per cent.; on flour, 20 per cent. ; 
on rye, 164 per cent. ; on barley, 14 per cent., 
and on oats, 164% per cent. 

Now, I find that the average duties on arti- 
cles of manufacture which enter very largely 
into the consumption of the farming and agri- 
cultural interests run like this: 


Per cent. 

ad valorem. 

On Balt ,..s.sscccccassssnrsrecsseesernseverssesnmesconeanesseeed 80 to 1083 
On bar iron of sizes generally used by farm- a 


68 

59 

) Satsa 7 

On hammers, sledges, and axles............00+ 54 
On halter, fence, and trace-chains 67 
On stoves and stove-plates. 109 
On woolen cloth 55 to 60 
On fiannels.... 65 to 86 
On blankets... 78 to 95 
On dress LOOdS.......scosseercaev reves ceseenssenesenene sens 1 to 68 
On cotton Cloths......-reccccerssescesee Si coasdisecepees 47 to73 


The amounts of duties which have been col- 
lected from this source during the last three 
years, since the reciprocity treaty was termin- 
ated, are as follows: in 1867, $452,748 ; m 
1868, $466,404; and in 1869, $715,119, show- 
ing a large and steady increase in the import- 
ation. . I therefore ask of those gentlemen who 
have been so very generous in their profes: 
sions and so profuse in their expressions 0 
sympathy for the agricultural classes, that this 
daty be raised at least to a point that will bear 
a respectable comparison with that of other 


articles. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I desire tosay, in reference 
to this matter, that the duty provided for in the 
pill is the same as under the existing law, 20 


per cent. ad valorem, a8 the gentleman from 


1870. 


Vermont [Mr. Suta} states. The reason for 
the insertion of it here is that the Committee 


t 


| the cattle-growing interest of thiscouhtry. I 
| do not know but 20 per cent. would be suf- 
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of Ways and Means thought it proper to Insert i cient protection for the cattle-growers of Texas, 


a proviso which has not 
law, 
ing o 
of that fact. Now, ; 

‘truth in what the gentleman says m 


has been afforded heretofore and now upon 
farming products and upon manufactured arti- 
cles. it so happens that with regard to live 


animals there was no proper protection until | 


1866, and then an act was passed putting the 
duty at20 percent. I have my doubts whether 
20 per cent. is enough. I am willing for one 
to vote for the proposition of the gentleman 
from Vermont, [ Mr. Smrru, | because I believe 
a large number cf these animals are brought 
into Canada for the purpose of being imported 
into our country, competing with the animals 
raised upon our own farms. 


I do not, therefore, feel disposed to oppose ' 


the amendment in that view. I simply wish 
to explain the reason for introducing this pro- 
vision in this bill imposing the same duty that 


heretofore been in the i 
that animals specially imported for breed. |, 
purposes shall be admitted free upon proof |; 
there is a great deal of | 
regard to | 
the difference in the degree of protection which | 


` protected against cheap foreign labor and cheap || 


so far as foreign competition is concerned. 
But 20 per cent. is not sufficient protection for 
the cattle-growera along the northern line of 
the United States, to enable them to compete 
with the eattle-growers of Canada, where both 
farms and labor are cheaper than in the States. 


It is that competition, if any, that is to be pro- | 


tected against. It is only the importation from 


Canada that is to be considered in this discus- | 


sion, Cattle are not imported from Europe 
into this country for beet. But live animals 
for beef and for other purposes are brought in 


large quantities from Canada into this coun- | 


try, and they come in competition with the 
cattle grown in the United States, in the New 
England States, in New York, and elsewhere 
along the border. 

Now, sir, if protection is good for anything, 
it is good fora case like this. 
facturing interests of this country are to be 


foreign capital, the farming interests of the 


is imposed by the existing law.. Inasmuch as : 


no communication was made to the Committee | 


of Ways and Means asking for a higher protec- 
tion, we introduced this provision in this bill 
in order to add to it a proviso that animals im- 
ported solely for breeding purposes should be 
admitted free of duty. 
Mr. BLAIR. I move toamend the amend- 
ment by striking out the last word for the pur- 
of making a single remark. I noticed 
particularly the charge made by the gentleman 
from Vermont, [Mr. Surrg,] that we are not 
protecting agricultural products at the same 
rate that we are protecting manufactured arti- 
cles. Sir, there is a plain reason for that; 
they do not need it. The reason for affording 


any protection at all is the necessity of enabling | 
our manufacturers to enter into a fair com- 


petition with those engaged in manufactures 


abroad. Manufactured articles aretransported | 


from foreign countries to this with very slight 
expense. It costs but little to bring a yard of 
woolen or a yard of cotton to this country from 
Europe; next to nothing. But to bring cattle 
here in competition with usis an impossibility. 
The very cost of transportation is abundant 
protection. 


This question, therefore, of any protection | 


at all upon agricultural. products, is a neces- 
sity only along the line between us and the 
Canadas, for there is no competition in these 
things from anywhere else. We have found 
that the little protection which has been here- 
tofore given has been sufficient for that pur- 
pose. I venture to say that the farmers along 
the line have never asked us to increase the 
amount of protection they now receive. There 
has been no petition or request presented to 
this House or referred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means, that I know of, from the | 


farmers along the. line asking for an increase 
of this protection. I am willing to give them 
protection to the extent necessary to enable 
them to compete successfully with the farmers 
on the other side of the line; but not more 
than that. Ifthe gentleman will show me that 
they need it, I will go with him. I know some- 
thing about that line from my own State. I 
hear no complaint there that this protection is 
not abundantly sufficient, and therefore I shall 
vote for the duty as proposed by this bill. - 

Mr. WILLARD. I had occasion some days 
ago, when the tariff was under discussion, to 
say that the protection of particular interests 
only was not a fair system of protection; that 
protection could only be justified when it is 
given to all branches of American industry 
which need it in order to enable them to com- 

ete with foreign industries of a similar kind. 
The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Brar] 
tells the Committee of the Whole that he 
thinks 20 percent. is protection enough upon 


: country ought also to be protected against simi- 


lar cheap labor and capital. : They ought to be 
protected wherever there is any need of that 
protection, in order that they may be able to 
compete with the productions of the- farms of 
Canada and other foreign countries. The gen- 
tleman from Michigan [Mr. Barn] has said 


‘that the farmers of this country have not asked 


this increase of duty. Well, sir, I know the 
farming interest is not so clamorous in this 
House as the manufacturing interest is. It does 
not keep lobbies here to inform members of 
the particular branches of its industries which 
nead protection. lt does not come here by 
its agents or attorneys, insisting that it must 
have any particular measure of protection. 
But for all that, sir, is there any reason why it 
should not be considered? Is there not the 
same reason for protecting a farmer living in 
the northern part of the State of Vermont 
against the importation of- cattle grown just 
across the line, where there is no cost of trans- 


portation whatever, as there is for protecting | 


the manufacturer who happens to live in Ver- 
mont against an industry located just across 


the line? I am greatly surprised to see any ; 


person who has been so much a champion of 
protection as the gentleman from Michigan 
attempt to make a distinction between the 
manufacturing interests of the country and its 
farming industries in their need of protection, 
and the more so, when the farming industry is 
the great industry of the country, without which 
the country cannot prosper, and in whose suc- 
cess the whole country finds its greatest pros- 
perity. 

(Here the hammer fell. ] 

The question being taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Smita, of Vermont, it was agreed to; 
there being—ayes 104, noes 30. 

Mr. CONGER. I moveto amend by adding 
at the end of the paragraph the following: 

And provided further, That a team consisting of 
not more than two animals, with their harness and 
tackle, owned by immigrants and in actual uso in 
immigration, not exceeding one team to each family, 
shall be admitted daty free under such regulations 
as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 

Several Members. That is all right. 

- Mr. CONGER. I was about to advocate 
this amendment; but as I understand from 
several gentlemen that it will be generally ac- 
ceptable, I will not make any remarks. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I suggest whether, under 
a fair construction of the law, teams used in 
that way may not come in now free as personal 
effects ; thisamendment, however, would make 
it certain. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Vermont. I move further 
to amend the paragraph by inserting after the 
word ‘iniported*’ the words ‘‘from Europe;”’ 
šo that the first proviso will read: f 

Provided, That animals specially imported from 


If the manu- | 


Europe for breeding purposes shall be admitted free 
upon proof thereof satisfactory to the Sccretary of 
the Treasury. 

This corresponds with the provision of the 
existing law; and unless this or some equiva- 
lent provision be inserted in the bill the effect 
will be to increase largely the importation of 
animals from the British provinces in competi- 
tion with those raised in this country. Besides 
this, the Government will obtain practically no 
revenue, because all animals brought across 
the Canadian border will be represented as 
imported for ‘* breeding purposes.”’ 

Mr. SCHENCK. . The gentleman from Ver- 
mont is mistaken in saying that his proposition 
is the provision of the existing law. ‘The only 
provision of the law of 1866, (in which this pro- 
tection upon live animals was commenced, for 
itisof recent date, ) was that citizens of the Uni- 
ted States having live animals upon the other 
side. of the line should be allowed ten days after 
the taking effect of the act to bring them within 
our territory. ‘That provision is now obsolete, 
having accomplished its purpose. 

This is not a new question, however, for it 
was raised in the Committee of Ways and 
Means; and the gentleman from Vermont, if 
he prosecutes the consideration of it, will find 
the same difficulty which we encountered. In 
the first place, the proposition he submits is 
in violation of treaty stipulations. We have 
treaties with different Governments agreeing to 
admit articles of their production at the same 
rates as those imposed upon similar articles 
imported from the most favored nations. The 
gentleman’s amendment would be in conflict 
with that stipulation. We have endeavored 
to avoid that difficulty, and I think we have 
effectually avoided it by requiring in the first 
place that these animals when admitted free 
shall be brought in specially for breeding pur- 
poses. If the gentleman thinks that this jane 
guage is not of sufficient intensity, he may 
amend it by adding ‘‘ exclusively,’’ or anything 
else of similar purport. We have further pro- 
vided, as an additional safeguard, that proof of 
the animals being introduced for this purpose 
shall be made to the satisfaction of the Scere- 
tary of the Treasury. Ido notthink we could 
have gone any further. 

The amendment of Mr. Smitu, of Vermont, 
was not agreed to. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
strike out the whole paragraph. I make this 
motion because the paragraph proposes to 
increase from 20 to 80 per cent. the present 
duty on live animals. I make the proposition 
in the interests of the great body of working- 
men and workingwomen in the country who 
are now paying enormous prices for beef; to 
whom a beefsteak or a piece of roast beef is 
a rarity because of its exorbitant price. The 
effect of this increase of 30 per cent. upon the 
duty on live animals imported from Canada 
will be to raise still further the present enorm- 
ously high price of beef. . 

The House will recollect that there is a 
scarcity of these animals in this country, as 
shown by the statistics, this scarcity having 
resulted from the horrible ravages of the late 
civil war. There is consequently an inability 
on the part of producers of animals in this 
country to supply the quantity necessary for 
the consumption of our people. > ve 

The legislation of the country, atleast. for 
the present, ought toadmit all animals fromthe 
whole Canada line and Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick free, certainly while the high prices 
of beef are now kept up. Ina bill pretending 
to reduce the tariff they have raised the duty 
on live animals from 20 per cent. to 30 per 
cent. ad valorem. I do not think a proposition 
like that can be-maintained in behalf of the 
little country bordering on Canadain Vermont. 
I appreciate, to be sure, the argument of ‘the 
gentleman from ‘Vermont, { Mr. Smiti,] that 
they ought to have as high protection there by 
an ad valdrem duty as has been granted to 
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other things in this bill. They ought to have 
as high protection on live animals us on wood- 
gcrews and Bessemer steel and railway frogs 
and frog points and fish-bars. If there be 


anything in the tariff system which ought to be |. 


kept high it oughtto be the duty on animals, as 
well as on Bessemer steel and railway iron. I 
am surprised, therefore, he does not demanda 
duty of 2 cents per pound on ali cattle im- 
ported. If hehad followed out the principles 
of his argument he would have demanded that. 
In behalf of all beef consumers in the Atlantic 
States andin the New England States, although 
J have no right to speak for them, I hope the 
paragraph will be stricken out. 

Mc. CONGER. My friend from New York 
{Mr. Brooxs] has a marvelous adaptability 
upon all the questions which arise here to pit 
himself against the particular interests which 
he has heretofore professed to advocate. He 
has told us heretofore that he stood up in 
behalf of the farming and agricultural interest 
of the country. He claimed to be the particu- 


lar champion in this bill for the protection of | ato 
| brings more money to your coffers, and makes 


the agricultural interest in the United States. 


In the remarks which he has just made he |; € 
: They pay the tax, and we get it. If itisasserted 


turns aside from his role as an agricultural 
protectionist and speaks in bebalf of the con- 
sumers, the laborers, and the pour who need 
cheap beef. He forgets the farmers for whom 
he spoke so warmly only a day or two ago, as 
though he were their special champion. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, { for one, represent- 
ing as I do an agricultural and a lumber 
region, may speak in behalf of both these 
interests, the producing agricultural and the 
consuming lumber interest. I do not desire 
less 


cheap as possible. Neither would I afford too | 


great protection to the agricultural interest of || 
my region at thé expense of the lumbermen. | 


I would neither legislate for the agricultural 
interest at the expeuse of the lumbermen, nor 
for the lnmbermen at the expense of the agri- 
culturists. It seems to me this particular par- 


agraph is as equally right as between two con- - n , 
'| posed with the express understanding that so 


flicting interests as any which could be voted. 


I say thie, although gentlemen from the West, |, 
i were concerned they would in a very short 


representing merely agricultural regions, will, 


when we come to that part of the bill, vote | 
against any protection to lamber. Although | 


1 know they are pledged beforehand to vote 
against any protection to lumber being re- 


tained in this bill, yet I stand up in favor of | 
protecting to a reasonable extent their agricul: 


tural interests. Oar lumbermen buy cattle 
and horses tothe extent of handreds of thou- 
sands of dollars annually, and although the 
larger portion is spent in the agricultural 
regions of lowa, Indiana, and Obio, as well 
for cattle and horses as for wheat and oats, 
still £ believe it is true statesmanship as faras 
possible to protect these interests reasonably 
and properly. It is forthis reason J shall vote 
against striking out this paragraph. — 
- [Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. TAYLOR. I move: to strike out the || 
I rise, Mr. Chairman, for the pur- | 


last word. 
pose of giving some views which I entertain | 
in regard to the principles involved in this | 
whole tariff question. In my judgment, now 
is the proper time to atter them. 1 have heard 
free-trade Representatives from New York, 
men representing importing and purely Brit- 
ish interests, professing to be the special advo- 
cates of the agricultural interests of this coun- 
try. Indeed, I have scarce ever heard them 
speak that they did not declare themselves to 
be in favor of the downtrodden tax-payers, 
and that the consumer always paid the duty. 
1 wish here, as an agriculturist and represent- 


‘ graph in the bill. 


! bullock worth $100 would reduce its price here | 
| and make it $80, every drover in the country | 
` knows that that would not be the case. 


tection for the farmer’s produce, for | 
their horses, their cattle, their sheep, and their . 
wool, because the lumbermen in my district. | 
purchase horses and cattle to gointo the woods | 
where they get out their lumber, and who, of | 
course, desire to get their horses and cattle as || 


ing an agricultaral community, to put in my 
protest against that position. And here is the 


proof. Ask any farmer, drover, or miller in 
the country who buys Canadian horses, cattle, 
or wheat if the taking off of 20 cents a bushel 


+ on wheat would lower the price of wheat 20 


cents, and every one of them would tell you | 
that it would not; or if you ask whether tak- | 


. ing off the 20 per cent. duty on a horse worth | 


$100 would lower the price of the horse $20 


. in our market, every one of them knows that |; 
i it would not. | 

I present this aspect of the case to the com- i 
mittee and the country, on behalf of the advo- |, 


cates of a protective tariff, for the purpose of 


nailing to the wall here and forever the un- |! 
; sound doctrine that the consumer always pays 
‘ the daty. 

tically that it is not so, and I have taken occa- ij 
sion here, because I think this is the proper 
‘ time, to present my views upon that particular 


I do not believe it. I know prac- 


question. I am in favor of retaining this para- | 
If it is struck out it will | 
not, as has been asserted by the gentleman | 


‘ from New York, lower the price of beef one 


atom. On the other hand, if it is retained it 
the Canadians, not the American people, pay. 
that taking off the duty of 20 per cent. on a 


And ' 
if it does not redace the price, then at all events 


` the consumer does not pay all of the duty, and 
we have gat an admission of at least part of | 


our argument. ‘I'he question to be settled will | 
then be one of degree or extent merely, rather 


: than of principle. 


[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BECK. Irise to oppose the amendment. 
Mr. Chairman, I would suggest, in the first place 
to my friend from New York [Mr. Brooxs | 
that he should confine his motion to striking | 
out the first portion of the paragraph, so as to | 
leave that portion which permits animals for 


breeding purposes to be imported free. At | 


presentall animals introduced for breeding pur- 


poses are taxed 20 per cent. ad valorem in gold. | 
This, as I understand, is something that never | 


was done from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment until 1866. When the reciprocity treaty 
with Canana was abrogated this tax was im- 


far as animals imported for breeding purposes 


time be provided for.. This has never been 


done; and men importing fine horses, breed- | 
| ing cattle, and other animals for breeding pur- ; 
poses only, especially from Europe, paying | 


high prices for them, and making nothing by | 
the importation except so far as improvement | 
‘| of the stock of the country is concerned, have 
been debarred from making these importations | 
because of the 20 per cent. duty payable in ' 
| g0 ba Tas omie a i 
Ways and Means very properly proposed to take |: : ses. 
off the duty imposed on animals imported for orepding piponi 
those purposes, and to restore the condition of | 
things which always existed priorto 1866. Ihave | 
i before me volume sixty-six of the Globe forthe | 
year 1868, and I find there the argument made | 
by Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, in favor ofa bill ! 
for relieving Israel S. Diehl who had imported | 


gold on all such animals. 


Angora goats for breeding purposes. When 
that bill came down to this House it was ap- 


proved by the Committee of Ways and Means | 
and passed the House without o dissenting - 
voice. Mr. MoRmILL, in the Senate, made-this | 
i paragraph except the proviso. 


statement: 


been from the foundation of the Government; but in 
May, 1866, after the termination of the reciprocity 
treaty, in order to obtain a duty upon horses, cattie, 
sheep, and hogs, which were being imported in largo 
numbers frem the British provinces, a joint resolu- 


| motion of the gentleman from Michigan, 


tion was passed imposing a duty of 20 per cent. upon 
all living animals, Of course und:r such a resolu- 
tion there was no excmption of animals imported 
for breeding purposes. That resolution, however 
was passed with thoexpectation that withina month 
or two trom that time the general subject would bo 
taken up, and the usual provisions in relation to the 
importation of animals for breeding purposes would 
be adopted; but no legislation having been passed 


| upon the subject, all animals now imported are sub- 


ject to a duty of 20 per cent.” 


The bill was adopted ; it came, as I said, to 
this House and was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means; it was recommended by 
the committee and passed by the House upon 
the express ground that animals that were 


: brought here from foreign countries at a bigh 
| price for the express purpose of improving the 


breed of animals in this country ought not to 
be taxed. The Committee of Ways and Meang 
have recommended it in this bill; and if the 
motion of the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Brooxs] should prevail striking out the whole 
paragraph without saving the proviso, then 
there will have to be paid, as there is now, 20 
per cent. in gold upon all animals brought in 
by public-spirited men for the purpose of 


| improving the breed of horses, cattle, hogs, 


and sheep in this country. I understand that 
the gentleman from New York accepts my 
modification of his motion allowing the proviso 
to remain, and I trust the committee will agree 
to that. We have no more interest in this mat- 


| ter in my section of the country than anybody 
, else has except that we have many men of 


wealth and public spirit there who import high- 
priced animals, sometimes paying for horses 
and cattle from $1,000 to $5,000 in gold. 

{Here tke hammer fell.] 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I rise to oppose the 
motion to strike out the paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. That has already been 


done. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Then I move to strike 
out the last word. 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is already 
pending. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Then I move to strike 
out the first word. Jagree in this matter with 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Brcz.] 
I think that we ought to admit animals for 
breeding purposes free of duty. But there 
ought to be such a daty upon other animals 
imported into this country as will give the agri- 
culturists and producers of this country con- 
trol of the market. I wish to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to the fact that during 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1868, we im- 
ported from Canada animals amounting in value 
to $2,238,641, and from the other British Prov- 
inces amounting in value to $36,850, and our 
export of animals amounted to nothing. Ihope 
that the provision of the bill will be retained 
as it now stands increasing the duty imposed 
upon animals other than those imported for 


‘Mr. SCHENCK. I am willing to rest the 
case on that appeal, and I move to close all 
debate on the paragraph. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The formal amendments being withdrawn, 
the question recurred on the motion of Mr. 


! Brooxs, of New York, to strike out the para- 


raph as amended. . 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I accept the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Becx,] and move to strike out all of the 


The CHAIRMAN. There are two provisos 

to the paragraph. One has been added 
r 

CoxceER. ] ee 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Ido not pro- 
pose to strike out either of the provisos. , 

Mr. ALLISON. Thegentleman shoald also 
move to strike outthe words‘ provided that. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Iam willing 
to modify my motion, as suggested by the gen- 
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tileman from Kentucky, {Mr. BecK, } if he will 
restate his proposition, . 

Mr. BECK. My suggestion was that the 
gentleman should move to strike out of the 
paragraph as amended the words ‘‘on live 
animals, 30 per cent. ad valorem: Provided 
that ;’? so that it will read: 


Animals specially imported for breeding purposes 
shall be admitted free, upon proof thereof satisfac- 
tory to the Secretary of the Treasury, &o. 


actions by a commission house in the city of 
Detriot within a short time past. The sales in 
each case were of a hundred bushels of clover 
seed. One lot was consigned by a farmer, the 


; name omitted, of Kingsville, Canada; the 


` other by a farmer, name also omitted, of Kal- 


/amazoo, Michigan. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Iwillaccept . 
| 


that modification of my motion. That will 
leave the rate as it is now. 


The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 


Brooks, of New York, as modified, and it was | 


disagreed to—ayes thirty-six, noes not counted. 
Mr. WILLARD. I move to amend the par- 
agraph by inserting after the words ‘‘ Secre- 
tary of the Treasury” the words ‘‘ under such 
regulations as he may prescribe.” 
there can be no objection to that. 
Mr. ALLISON, That is right. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
No farther amendment bting offered, the 
next paragraph was read, as follows: 


On flour.or meal of oats, 1 cent per pound; of 
wheat, rye, cora, or buckwheat, one half cent per 
pound. 


Mr. CHURCHILL. I move to amend the 
paragraph just read by striking out the words 


“on flour or meal of oats, 1 cent per pound; |, 


of wheat,” and inserting in lien thereof the 
words “on flour or meal of oats or wheat, 
three fourths of 1 cent per pound; of;’’ so 


that the paragraph will read, “On floar or | 


I think | 


meal of oats or wheat, three fourths of 1 cent : 


per pound; of rye, corn, or buckwheat, one 
half cent per pound.” 
my amendment I propose to make the duty on 
oatmeal and on wheat flour the same. By the 
present tariffoatmeal is subjected to a duty of 
10 per cent. ad valorem, and wheat flour toa 


It will be seen that by. 


duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem; that is, the : 


duty on wheat flour is just twice that upon 
oatmeal. The Committee of Ways and Means 
propose by this bill to reverse that proportion, 
and make the duty on oatmeal twice as high as 


The following are the 
accounts of sale: 


Account sales of clover seed sold for account of Cana- 


the new bill, line four hundred and eighty-seven, 
does not give the manufacturerin New York or New 
Jersey any protection, but only places them on the 
same footing as the Canada miller. You will also 
notice it does give some protection to the millers in 
the western or middle States as they have the same 
advantage on frefghts as the millers in Canada, that 
is, the difference between the freight of a barrel of 
oats made into meal and the freight on the oats in 
bulk is their protection. 

As gold declines this manufacture must stop. We 
cannot now cope with Canada, and unless this bill 
passes with the increased duty, every oatmeal mill 
in the United States must close. 

The revenue from the duty on oatmeal in the new 
| bill will no doubt be increased largely. Now, wedo 


‘| not ask you to increase the duty on oatmeal for our 
i: protection more than you have, but we do ask you 


i: to see to it that it passes as you have it in the new 


| bill. 


ian farmer, Kingsville, Canada, by Moses W. Field | 
& Co. Detroit, Michigan, 
100 bushels clover seed, at $9.........sccceceeseeeee seese 8900 
Disbursements and charges: 
Freight and cartage................+6 TERTRES $15 
Paid United States duties, 2i per cent. and 
30 per cent. ad valorem............ss008 wiseso 215 
Commission, 5 per Centb..sssseseserse seerssee an 45 - 
— 275 
Net proceeds... resseccccenee PES PERN IEEE, $625 


Account sales of clover seed sold for account of Amer- 
tean farmer, Kalamazoo, Michigan, by Moses W. 
Field & Co., Detroit, Michigan. 


100 bushels clover seed, at $9...........ccccessees Sereias $900 | 
Charges: . 
Froight and cartage......cccescsccssscsessescssses cesses $15 
Commission, 5 per C@nt.....eseesseeorcescresocsee seere 45 
Net proceeds. ........ess.sse oseo. PAROA EERE $840 :' 


It will be seen by an examination of these 
two accounts of sale, that the Canadian farmer 
paid $215 for the expenses of this Government 
and as taxes for its support. I think those 
who cross the line for the purpose of trading 
in our country and obtaining the benefits of 
our markets can afford to pay some portion of 


! their profits into our Treasury. For that reason 


| Lam in favor of keeping this duty at least as | of duty for those localities and interests; yet 


This bill proposes to reduce the present rate `; they seem, indifferent, abont extending egual 


of duty on wheat flour; for one half cent per | 
proposed, is a reduction | 


high as it is now. 


pound, the duty here 


of the present rate. The amendment I have 


proposed, if it shall ‘be adopted, will make the | 
' duty on wheat flour 1 cent per pound. 


The 
bills of sale which I have just produced here 


_ illustrate conclusively where the duty comes 


that upon wheat flour. I think they have made `i 


a mistake in so doing. 

The average price at which oatmeal was 
imported during the years 1867 and 1868 was 
$3 20 per hundred pounds, or about 3} cents 
per pouud. The average price at which wheat 
flour was impozted daring the time was $3 64 
per hundred pounds, or about 34 cents per 
pound. 1f we look, then, at the value of the 
two articles, wheat flcur should bear a trifle 
more duty than oatmeal. But aside from that 
wheat flour is a more important article to be 


` i Para: i 
prnteeied -Lie Committee os Waya and Meana: tels of oatmeal made in the United States in a 


propose by this bill to raise the duty on oat- 


under the existing tariff, to 1 cent per pound, 
orabout treble the present rate of duty. Wheat 


to 98 cents per barrel, or a reduction of 
over 25 per cent. But the amendment which 
I have proposed permits the doubling of the 
duty on oatmeal, which duty was perhaps too 


low heretofore, and makes.only a trifling addi- | 


tion to the duty upon wheat flour, according 
to the average price for the last few years, [ 
think it is an: increase of duty which the agri- 
cultural interests of the country require. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Caurcuixy,] by striking out the words 


“three fourths of,” so. that the duty on flour || 


or meal of oats or wheat will be 1 cent per 
pound. I move this amendment for the pur- 
pose of showing where, in. my judgment, the 
money will come from that is paid as a duty 
onthiscommodity. I wasstrack bythe remarks 
made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
Taytor] on this general subject. - I happen to 

ave in my possession an illustration of what 
he said, a couple of bills of sales or invoices, or 
accounts of aalas, both of them actual trans- 


from, who pays it, and who is relieved by its 


payment. 
Mr. CHURCHILL. Ido not know but I 


will accept the amendment of the gentleman 


: from Tennessee, (Mr. Maynarp. ] 


i 


' benefit of Canadian millers. 


Mr. SCHENCK. The present duty on oat- 
meal seems to be designed entirely for the 
I ask the Clerk 


| to read a communication on this subject. 


{ 


{ 


| 


The Clerk read as follows: _. 
APRIL 28, 1870, 
Sin: We wich to call your attention to bill H. R. 


' No. 1068, page 21, line four hundred and eighty-seven. 


Ten years ago we do not think there were 100 bar- 
ear; 


| but this branch of manufacturing has increased very 
meal from about one third of 1 cent per pound, | i 


fast the last seven years, until there is now made 
about 40,000 barrels of oatmeal annuallyin the States 
of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, In- 


: diana, Ilinois, Missouri. and Michigan. 
flour they propose to reduce from $1 82 per `: i i 


barrel, the average rate for the last three years, 


Tho high price of gold the past seven years has 
been a protective tariff, and has caused large mills 
to be built for the manufacture of oatmeal in the 
pore named States, the largest of which is in New 

ersey. 

There are from forty to fifty oatmeal mills in Can- 
ada, and the duty is only 10 per cent. ad valorem, 
while the duty on oats is 10 cents per bushel. To 
make a barrel of extra oatmeal (200 pounds) it takes 
12 bushels of oats, (32 pounds to the bushel;) there- 
fore the duty on the oats to make a barrel of oatmeal 


: is $1 20, while the duty on a barrel of oatmeal is 35 


cents; so you will ses our present tariff is 85 cents 
per barrel in favor of the Canadian miller. 
The reason for this is, New York city makes the 
rice for oats, You can take the price of oats in New 
ork and deduct the duty, freight, insurance, hande 


| ling, and selling, and you will have the price 1n Can- 


a. To freight twelve bushels of oats from Canada 
to New York would cost $1 50, and you can freight 
a barrel of oatmeal from the same placeto New York 


|| for 90 cents; therefore the difference in the freight 


on the oats in bulk and the oats made into meal is 
60 cents. Add this to the duty on the oats that it 
takes to make a barrel of oatmeal and you have 


| $1 80. An empty barrel in New York costs 65 cents, 


in Canada 35 cents. Add this difference to the $1 80 
and you have $2 10, whichis the cost of oatmeal made 
in New York more than the cost to make it in Can- 
ada. This does not allow anything for the extra 
cost of labor in New York, or the extra expense of 
doing business. Therefore you will notice that to 


make the duty 1 cent per pound, as is proposed in || 


60 


{ 


! 


|) Mr. COBURN. 


We think the tariff has been in favor of the 
Canada millers Jong enough, and as the proposed 
duty is fair and right in the new bill to all partics 
we trust it will not be changed. 

We would not trouble you with these facts only 
that oatmeal manufacture being a very important 
; industry in Canada we are satisfied the Canadian 
millers and importers and receivers of foreign meal 
are making every effort to have the duty cut down. 

Yours, very respectfully, , 

MILES & HOLMAN, 
25 Whitehall street, New York city. 
i Hon. RosrrRT C. SCHENCK, 
Chairman Committee Ways and Means. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon 
the amendment of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Maynarp] to the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York, { Mr. Cuurcutt1. } 
|; Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw my amend- 
| ment that the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
| CopurN] may renew it. ; 

I renew the amendment. 
| I find gentlemen representing particular dis- 
| tricts and special industrial interests rise con- 
' gtantly and insist upon the very highest rates 


i protection to other districts and other indus- 
; tries. Now, if we undertake to pass a tariff 
| law we ought to equalize the duties. This bill 
' has not been, as I think, arranged in that way. 
: We have been putting up the duties all along 
on various articles ; but now when we reach an 
, article universally used the duty is to be cut 
| down more than 60 per cent. A duty of 20 
| per cent. ad valorem would be at the present 
' selling rate of flour in New York $1 10 on a 
, hundred weight. This is under the existing 
| law now. 
| Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman is referring 
| to the price at which it is imported. 
| Mr. COBURN. Bat it cannot be imported, 
I suppose, for very much less than it sells for 
‘in New York. The foreigner is not going to 
sell his product at very much less than we are 
giving to our own people for the same product. 
And the lower the price of flour, the less, of 
course, will be the duty ad valorem. . Now it 
is, I think, a fair estimate to say that flour is 
worth $5 per hundred weight; and on that 
a duty of 20 per cent. would amount to $1. 
The provision of the bill reduces the present 
duty at least 50 per cent. Gentlemen here 
propose to protect manufactures of iron and 
zine and nickel, and various other articles, by 
increased duties; but on this great product 
they propose to cut down the duty. : 

Mr. ALLISON. I would like to ask the 
gentleman a question. I am very much im- 
pressed with his argument in reference to the 
farming interest, but I am not quite clear that 
this duty affects the price of flour in New York. 

Mr. COBURN. i have not said that it does. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know the gentleman has 
not. The question I desired to ask him was 
whether he thinks that any duty which this 
Congress is likely to impose upon wheat or 
wheat flour will affect the market in this coun- 
try, or, in other words, will be any protection 
to the farming interest? 

Mr. COBURN. The gentleman can answer 
that question as well-as I can. ; 

Mr. ALLISON. -And I answer it in the 
negative. . 4 oy ts 

Mr. COBURN. Ido not answer it in the 
negative. -I disagree with the gentleman. A 
large amount of wheat and of flouris produced 
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in Canada. There is a great wheat-producing 
region all along north of us, and the wheat 
and the flour of that region are imported and 
come into competition with our American 
products. Our importations of wheat last year 
amounted in value to $1,270,000; of wheat 
flour, $406,000; of rye flour, $97,000; and 
there was also a large importation of oat meal, 
&e. As we are thus importing large quantities 
of these articles, the duty imposed may affect 


the price. The New England States produce ; 
very little wheat; must buy almost all they use, ` 
and the demand of millions of consumers must © 


‘affect the price; so, too, with other large dis- | 


tricts in the Atlantic States. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Mr. ALLISON. I am not particular as to $ 


what this rate of duty shall be. 


ticular localities only. I do not believe that 
‘any duty we may place upon wheat or wheat 
flour will materially affect. the price of those 
commodities in the great markets of this coun- 
try. For instance, it costs the farmer of Iowa 
more than the amount of this entire duty to 
transport his wheat from the Mississippi river 
to Chicago. In addition to that we are con- 
stantly exporting our wheat and our flour. 
“This duty, it is true, may affect those upon the 
border who ‘consume wheat and flour. But I 


supposing that a duty of half a cent a pound 
on flour or 20 cents a bashel on wheat is any 
protection to the American farmer. It is not. 


As I under- ` 


stand, this duty upon wheat flour affects par- ` j tee t 
i T at order, and members holding conversation in 


`: the aisles were required to take their seats. 


I believe that as a revenue measure this duty | 


is proper, because the Canadian farmer upon 
the border is obliged to sell his wheat and his 
flour to his nearest neighbors upon our side, in 
Oswegoand Ogdensburg, or, if you please, Port- 
land and Boston, and he receives just that much 
less for his wheat if he sells it in our market. 


Therefore, I think there is good ground for the | 


argument of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
that this is a revenue measure and not a meas- 
ure for protection. ; 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentieman ac- 
cept this as a revenue measure at 1 cent per 
pound? 

Mr. ALLISON. Certainly I will accept it. 
I yield whatever time I have left to the gen- 
tleman from New York, [ Mr. CHURCHILL. } 

Mr. CHURCHILL. The rate proposed by 
the committee, as stated by the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Cosurn,] reduces the average 
duty on flour. The average duty on a barrel 
of flour from Canada for the last three years 
has been $1 82, while this bill will reduce it 
to 98 cents, which is a reduction of 25 per cent. 
As to the letter read by the Clerk, at the 
request of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Meang, on the subject of oatmeal, 
I think it shows that the protection proposed 
by my amendment is ample for the purpose 
of that manufacture. That letter states that 
ten years ago there was substantially no man- 
ufacture of oatmeal in this country, while we 
now manufacture 40,000 barrels a year. For 
the first six years there was free trade between 
Canada and the United States in oatmeal, and 
for the last four the daty was only 10 per cent. 
Now, a manufacture which bas sprung up from 
nothing—for six years under free trade, and 
for four years under a duty of 10 per cent— 
can flourish under the duty proposed in my 
amendment. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. Maynarp's amendment. to the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred.on Mr. Cuurcu- 
ILL’s amendment, as amended; and it was 


agreed to: ~ 

Mr. SCHENCK. I. move in the four hun- 
dred and eighty-eighth line to strike out ‘‘ one 
half.” Mre. Chairman, when [spoke generally 
of this bill in the debate before we began ta 
consider the bill by paragraphs—— 
. Mr. CONGER. Irise to a point of order. 
I wish. to. hear the chairman of the Committee 


' ering them. 
do not wish any gentleman to be misled into | said by my friend from Michigan, [Mr. Concer, ] 
‘that many of these productions, on account || 


‘ whole committee had agreed. 
' the committee, reserving the right to express 
’ that difference in the House, in relation to some 
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of Ways and Means, but from the noise in the 
House | am unable to hear what is said. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, I gave 
notice at the time the general debate was 
closed, as will be remembered, in regard to 
this bill that as a matter of course no bill could 


have been reported had we waited until the | 
I differed from | 


items retained inthe bill. ‘These items we have 
been considering this morning. Live animals 
and the cereals are among those on which that 
difference existed. 


Mr. CONGER. I do insist that only one | ine 
absence, on account of sickness. 


member shall be speaking at the same time, | 


and in order that we may hear tlie gentleman |’ 


from Ohio the House shall be kept in order. 
The CHAIRMAN called the committee to 


Mr. SCHENCK. It has been my desire in | 
regard to all these products of the farm all | 
over the country to have some protection | 
equivalent to that which is given to manufac- 
tured articles, and I have therefore preferred 
in committee, as I prefer here, if any change 
be made, it shall bein raising the duties where 
we seem to be justified in doing so than in low- 
] agree in part to what has been | 


i of their bulky character, do not need so much | 


| ferent grains, when so much more than that is 


|; protection as small articles of manufacture ; | 


but they do need something more than they 
have generally heretofore enjoyed. It is not 
a great amount of protection to give 10 per 
cent. or 20 percent. on flour made from dif- 


given to the production of different manufac- 
tures throughout the country, and though we 
may not seek to place the figure measure at 
an ad valorem standard at so high a rate for 


these items as upon many other articles, I |, 
| claim ‘the policy of those who made tariffs 


heretofore has been generally to overlook alto- 
gether, or put at an unreasonably low figure, 
those articles which are the products of our 
own agricultural districts. I think the tariff 
upon all the meals, including flour of wheat, 
should have been raised rather than lowered. 

I have voted for 1 cent upon wheat flour, 
which I deemed to be hardly sufficient. And 
I will vote for 1 cent on the flour or meal of rye, 
corn, and buckwheat. I do notcare if it does 
carry the duty on those articles above 20 per 
cent., as it certainly will not, in reference to | 
wheat. Ido not agree with my friend from 
Towa, [Mr. ALLIson,] who insists that there 
may be revenue, but that there is no protection 
in anything of this kind. I find that all along 
the border, when there is a question as to the 
importation of live animals and grains, and the 
products of grain reduced to flour or meal, the 
very people who are said to be opposed to pro- 
tection ask for protection upon those articles 
which they themselves produce. And when 
there is a petition on the other side coming 
from: along the border you will find that it | 
comes from parties representing the commer- 
cial interest. Ihold in my hand, forinstance, 
a report of the proceedings of the Board of 
Trade of Oswego, of which perhaps the gentle- 
man from New York who spoke a little while 
ago [Mr. CHURCHILL} knows something. They 
want everything of this kind to come in free. 
That is the view of a board of merchants. But 
a letter received from farmers in the neighbor- 
hood of Oswego shows that among them a very 
different spirit prevails. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ALLISON. I think we had better rise 
now. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. WHEELER re- 
ported that the Committee of tbe Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
under -consideration ‘the state of the Union | 


1 $ : 
to bss the manner of paying 
an 


| 


| other pensions of the 


generally, and particularly the bill (H. R. No. 


| 1068) to amend existing laws relating to the 
i duty on imports, and for other purposes, and 
i had come to no resolution thereon. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. HOTCHKISS obtained leave of absence 
from this evening's session, 

Mr. MAYUHAM obtained leave of absence 
from this evening’s session. 

Mr. POMEROY obtained leave of absence 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. BECK obtained leave of absence for 


| Saturday next. 


Mr. HEATON obtained indefinite leave of 


Mr. WELLS obtained leave of absence for 
two weeks, on account of sickness in his 
family. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG obtained leave of ab- 


l! sence from this evening’s session. 


Mr. BOOKER obtained leave of absence for 
to-morrow. 
: RECESS. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I move that the House 
take a recess until half past seven. Before 
doing so I desire to state that the business 
fixed for this evening—the consideration of the 
pension bills—is of very great importance to 
the whole country. I hope, therefore, that 


| there will be a quorum in attendance at the 


hour of meeting. 
Mr. RANDALL. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman whether he intends to bring up the 


general pension bill? 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Such is my intention. 

The motion for a recess was agreed to; and 
accordingly (at four o'clock and thirty-five min- 
utes p. m.) the House took a recess until half 
past seven p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 
The House reassembled at half past seven 
p. m., pursuant to previous order. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. By order of the House 
the session of this evening is exclusively for 
the consideration of reports trom the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave of absence from the evening sessions of 
the House. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, 
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate 
insisted on its amendment disagreed to by the 
House to the bill (H. R. No. 781) making 
appropriations for the payment of invalid and 
nited States for the 
year ending June 80, 1871, agreed to the con- 


| ference asked by the House on the disagreeing 


votes thereon, and had appointed Mr. Mor- 
RILL of Maine, Mr. NYE, and Mr. STOCKTON, 
conferees on the part of the Senate. 


DOCUMENTS IN INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. REEVES. I ask unanimous consent 
to offer the following resolution for considera- 
tion at the present time: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed to report to this House, without unnecessary 
delay, the titles, number, and condition of such vol- 
umes of public doeuments as may have accumulate: 
in his Departmont, or within his control, accompany- 
ing such report with. any suggestions as to the dispo- 
sition or distribution of said documenta which he 
may see fit to make. i 

I object. 


- Mr. FERRISS. 
PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on ' 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
1987) to define the duties of pension agents, 
pensions, 
for other purposes; which was read a first 
and second time. . 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read the third time. 


1870. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted by the Senate aad House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America ta Congress assem- 
bied, That within fitteen days immediately preceding 
the 4th day of March, June, Septem ber, and Decem- 
ber in each year, tho several agents for the payment 
ot pensions shall prepare a quarterly voucher for 
each and every person whose pension is payable at 
his agency ans 4 J 
to the address of the pensioner named in such 
voucher, who, on or after tho 4th day of March, 
June, September, and December next succeeding the 
date of such voucher, may exccute and return tho 
same to the agency at which it was prepared and at 


ble. 
asec. 2. And be it 
receipt of such voucher, properly executed, and the 
identity of the pensioner ostablished and proven in 
tho manner prescribed by tho Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, the agent for the payment of pensions shall im- 


i his chec he’ is ; A 
mediately draw his check on the proper Assistant i bring before the 


Treasurer of the United States for tho amount due 
such pensioner, payable to his or her order, and 
transmit the same by mail, directed to the address 
of the pensioner entitled thereto. 

Sre. 3. And be tt further enacted, That hereafter no 
pension shall be paid to any person other than the 
pensioner entitled theroto, nor otherwise than ac- 


‘urther enacted, That upon the - 


| 


and transmit the same by mail directed |: 


| 
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or who were captured in such temporary service and 
died in rebel prisons, shall be entitled to pensions in 
the same manner as they would have been had such 
persons been regularly mustered: Provided, That no 
claim under this section shall be valid uuless pre- 
sented and prosecuted to a successful issue within 
flve years from the passage of this act, under such 
rules and regulations as the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior shall prescribe to guard against traud. 


Sec. 9. Aud be it jurther enacted, That the provis- |: 


J ions of sections twelve and thirteen of an act enli- 
: tled “An act supplementary to an act entitled ‘An 
act to grant pensions,’ approved July 14, 1862,” ap- 
‘ proved July 4, 1804, shail be, and the same are 


cording to the provisions of this act; and no war- | 


rant, power of attorney, or other paper executed or 
purporting to be executed by any pensioner to any 
attorney, claim agent, broker, or other person, shall 
be recognized by any agent for the payment of pon- 
sions, nor shall any pension be paid thereon: Pro- 
cided, ‘That payment to persons laboring under legal 
disabilitics may be made to the guardians of such 
person3 in the manner herein prescribed: And pro- 
vided further, ‘That pensions payable to persons in 
foreign countries may be made according to the pro- 
visions of existing laws, 

pec. 4. And be tt further enacted, That in addition 
to the com pensation now allowed by law each pension 
agent shall be allowed, as full compensation for all 
service required by the provisions of this bill, in- 
cluding postage, the sum of thirty cents, and no 
more, for each voucher prepared and paid by him, 
which amount shall be paid by the United States; 
and any pension agent or other person who shall 
take or receive or demand any fee or reward from 
any pensioner for any service in connection with the 
payment of pensions shall forfeit and pay the sum 
of $500, to be recovered by indictment in any court 
of competent jurisdiction. | 

Sxc.5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Interior shall cause suitable blanks for the 
vouchers mentioned in the first section of this act to 
be printed and distributed to the agents for the pay- 
ment of pensions, upon which he shali cause a note 
to be printed informing popsioners of the fact that 
hereafter no pension will be paid except upon the 
vouchers issued as herein directed, and he shall also 
give all necessary instructions for carrying this act 
into effect. : 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That agents for 
the payment of pensions are hereby authorized and 
required, without any tee therefor, to take and cer- 
tify all affidavits of the pensioners and their wit- 
nesses Who may personally appear before them for 
that purpose, in which case the draft for the pen- 
sion, when due and payable, shall be given direct to 
the hand of the party entitled thereto if desired, and 
not mailed to his or her address, as required by the 
second section of this act. any person who shall 
falsely take and subscribe any such affidavit before 
any agent for the payment of pensionsshall bedeemed 
guilty of perjury, and, on conviction, be punished as 
if the same were taken before an officer authorized 
to administer oaths and affirmations tor general pur- 


poses. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That section six 
of an act relating to pensions, approved J uly 27, 1868, 
be, and is hereby, repealed, and the following ehall 
stand in lieu thereof: That all pensions which have 
been granted in consequence of death occurring, or 
disease contracted, or wounds received in the mil- 
itary or naval service of the United States since the 
4th day of March, 1861, or may hereafter be granted, 
shall commence trom the discharge or from the 
death of the person on whose behalf the pension has 
been or shall be hereafter granted: ed, That 
the application for such pension has been or shall 
hereafter be filed with the Commissioner of Pensions 
Within ten years after the right thereto shall have 
accrued; except that applications by or in behalf 
of insane persons, or children under sixteen years 
of age, may be filed after the expiration of the said 
ten years, if previously thereto they were without 
guardians or other proper legal representatives. | 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, Thatsection nine 
of an act entitled "An aet supplementary to an act 
entitled ‘An acttogrant pensions,’ approved July 14, 
1862,” approved July 4, 1864, be amended and re- 
enacted go as to read as follows: That those persons, 
not enlisted soldiers inthe Army, who volunteered 
forthe time being to serve with anyregularly organ- 
ized military ur naval force of the United States, or 
where persons otherwise volunteered and rendered 
service in any engagement with rebels or Indians 
since the 4th day of March, 1831, shall, if they have 

een disabled in consequence of wounds received in 

attie, or who were captured in such temporary ser- 
vice, and disabled from disease contracted in rebel 
prisons, be entitled to the same benefits of the pen- 
sion lawsas those who have been regularly mustered 
into the United States service; and the widows or 
other dependents of any such persons as may have 
have been killed in the temporary service aforesaid, 


. hereby, declared applic: ari 
sine te he pension of such person is due and pay- -` ereby lar pplicable to all the various acts 


relating to pensions. . 

Sro. 10. And be it further enacted, That al! acts 
and parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of 
this act be, and the same arc hereby, repealed. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. Speaker, the gen- 


i tleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] desires to 


substitute. The gentleman from Iilinois { Mr. 
Cress] also has a substitute which he wishes 
to offer. J propose to allow these substitutes 
to be offered, aud then I propose to ask the 
House to second the previous question. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman a question. 
ferred to the committee I think there were four 


substitutes referred with. it, and ordered to be | 


printed. I had the honor to introduce one of 
them. I would now like to have that substitute 


read to the House, and if possible I would like | 
to make some remarks on the subject and to | 


test the sense of the House upon it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will state the course 
which I propose to pursue, if agreeable to the 
House. I propose that the various substitutes 
which have been offered and ordered to be 
printed may be considered as pending, and 


‘then I will ask the House to sustain the pre- 


vious question, and afterward gentlemen will 


have an opportunity, during the hour that I : 


shall be entitled to, to explain their substi- 
tutes before its are voted upon. i 

Mr. RANDA 
the previous question would it not be well that 
each of the substitutes should be read to the 


House? 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I have no objection to 


their being read. 

Mr. RANDALL. I think that would be the 
most intelligent way of proceeding. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I yield now to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] to offer his 


-gubstitute, and that it may be read. 


Mr. LAWRENCE. I move to strike ont 
the first six sections of the bill, and in lieu of 
those sections toa insert what I send to the 
Clerk’s desk tobe read. 

The SPEAKER. The bill reported by the 
chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions is not the same as the printed bill, and 
the gentleman’s amendment may not be appli- 
cable to it. SA-a 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Itisapplicable. Ilis- 
tened to the reading of the bill. a: 

The Clerk read Mr. Lawrence's substitute 
for the first six sections of the bill, as follows : 

That after the lst day of December, 1870, all pen- 
sions shall be paid once in every three months, com- 
mencing on the 4th day of December, 1870, or semi- 
annually, to pensioners who may so elect, by a proper 
check drawn by the Commissioner. of Pensions, and 
signed, by him or by a clerk designated by him, on 
any Assistant Treasurer of the United States or on 
any national bank designated.as a public depository, 
and payable tothe order, in every case, of the pen- 
sioner efititied to receive the same, or to the guard- 
jan of any pensioner under legal disabilities; but 
pensions payable to persons in foreign countries 
may be made according to the provisions of existing 
laws; and for the purpose of delivering such checks 
to the pensioners or guardians entitled thereto, and 
of performing the duties herein required, the Secre- 
tary of the Interior shall designate in every county 
of each State and Territory of the United States in 
which there may be any pensioners such competent 


. and suitable officers of the United States and euch 


national banks as he may deem proper; and itshall 


be the duty of the Commissioner of Pensions to 


transmit such checks to any collector or assessor of 
internal revenue, postmaster, national bank, or As- 
sistant Treasurer of the United States, or other ofli- 


cer designated by the Secretary of the Interior, 


-whose duty it shal! be to deliver to the proper per- 


sons entitied thereto the said checks on demand, 
and on compliance with the requirementsof law and 
the rules and regulations which are or may be pre- 


scribed: to carry this act into effect; and it shall oll 


L. Beforethe gentleman calls | 


When this subject was re- ` 


! deliver to any pensioner or other 


-be fined in any sum not exceeding 


: @8 pension agent, 
; after the lst day of January, 


the duty of every such collector, assessor, postmas- 
ter, Assistant Treasurer, and the president and vash- 
ier of every such bank to prepare all vouchers, 
powers of attorney, and other papers, and admin- 
ister and certify all oaths and do all acts which are 
or may be required by Jaw or such rules and reg- 
ulations, and to transmit to the proper accounting 


: officer of the Treasury Departinent all such voueh- 


ers and other papers as may be required by law or 
such rules and regulations, and no compensation or 
fee shall be required or received from any pensiouer 
or other person for any service or duty performed 


| under this act, or for any service rendered in assist- 


ing or enabling any pensioner to receive payment 
of any pension; and the Commissioner of Pensious 
shall transmit to all officers and banks the necessary 
printed blanks, forms, and instructions to cnabie 
them to perform the duties required by this act; 
and it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of 
Pensions to certify to every such ollicer and bank 
the name and post office address of every pensioner 


i| within the county or district to be paid by such otii- 
ouse, to be voted on, his | 


cer or bank, with the character and amount of pen- 
sion, and from time to time certify such changes of 


| residence of pensioners and other information as 
i may be necessary; and the Secretary of the Treas- 
, ury shali transmit to tho Assistant Treasurers and 
‘national banks such funds as may 


be necessary to 
pay allsuch checks, and he shall have power to pre- 
scribe all rules and regulations necessary to settic 
and adjust all vouchers, claims, and all accounts of 
all officers and banks; and the Government of tho 
United States shall have a licn on and hold all bonds 
of any banking association in the Treasury of the 
United States for the faithful performance of the 
duties herein required of any such bank and for the 
faithful disbursement and accounting for all moneys 
transmitted to such bank. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of every examining surgeon in the county 
of his residence, and of every officer, and the olflicers 
of every bank required to perform any duty specified 
in this act, to report to the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, so far as may come to his knowledge and with- 
out unnccessary delay, the date and place of death 
of every pensioner within such county or district as 
the Commissioner of Pensions may require; the mar- 
riage of ull pensioners who may be widows, the re- 
moval and place to which a removal is made of all 

ensioners in such county or district, and such other 
information as may be required by said Commis- 
sioner. . 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That in addition 
to the means of detecting frauds against the pension 
laws, authorized by section twelve ofthe act approved 
July 24, 1862, entitled *' An act to grant pensions,” 
theSecretary of the Interior may require of any post- 
master, collector, assessor, or other officer of the Uni- 
ted States a report, from time to time, of all informa- 
tion within his knowledge; and the Secretary of the 
Interior may require them to perform such duties 


- within the counties of their respective residence as 


may be required of any special agent under said act, 
and ate compensation not greater than therein pre- 
scribed. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That in case of 
the death, removal, or disability of any officer desig- 
nated to perform any duty under this act, all checks, 
vouchers, books, and papers which came into his pos- 
session by virtue of this act shall be delivered over 
to the successor of such officer by any person having 
custody or control thereof, or to such officeror person 
as the Commissioner of Pensions may require. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son in any oath, affirmation, or affidavit herein au- 
thorized, shall swear, affirm, or depose falsoly, every 
person so offending shall be deemed guilty of and 
punished as for perjury. Anq if any officer or other 
person herein mentioned shall neglect or refuse to 
perform any duty or matter required herein or in 
pursuance hereof, orif any person shall receive any 
fee or compensation from any pensioner for prepar- 
ing any voucher or paper herein authorized, or for 


‘collecting any pension or rendering any service in 


relation thereto, every person so offending shail, 


! on conviction thereof, be fined not more than $100 


or imprisoned for one month, or both, in the discre- 
tion of the court having jurisdiction thereof. And 
if any person shall falsely make, forge, alter, or 
counterfeit any check, or any assignment orindorse- 
ment thereon, orany voucher, affidavit, or other paper 
herein authorized, every person so offending shall, 
on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of and pun- 
ished as for forgery. And any person guilty of the 
larceny of any check drawn in pursuance of thisadt 
shall be liable to be indicted and punished as for the 
larceny of United States notes of equal amount with 
such check. And if any officer or other person shall 

F pereon not entitled 
to receive the same any such check, or deliver to any 
pensioner or his or her agent any such check with- 
out the proper power of attorney, vouchers, and 
proof being first delivered to the proper officer, 
knowing such to be the case, or if any person shail 
falsely personate another person, living or dead, or 
assume a fictitious name in any matter affecting or 
relating to any pension, ur any matter herein men- 
tioned or authorized every person so offending shall 
be deemed guilty of a crime, and on conviction 
thereof in any court of competent jurisdiction shall 
ng $1,000, or be im- 
prisoned for one year, or both, in the dis¢retion of 
the court. ie 
SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the office of 
agent for the payment of pensions, commonly known 
i shali be, and is, abolished from and 
1871, and all duties 
thereof not inconsistent with this act are devolvedon 
tho officers herein mentioned. 
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Bec. 7. Andbdett further enacted, That theSecretary 
of tho Interior may pay annually out of any money 
appropriated for the paymentof pensions, by checks 
drawn as herein specified for paying pensions, to the 
officers and banks herein named and designated for 
tho services rendered as required by this act not ex- 


to each pensioner by any such officer or bank. 


Sec. 8. And bc it farther enacted, That every officer | k 
|| preparing the vouchers on which pensions are 


designated to perform the duties herein require 
shall before entering upon the performance of his 


duties execute and deliver to the Commissioner of |. 


Pensions a bond in such sum as said Commissioner 
may require conditioned for the faithful perform- 
ance of all duties required of him by this act, an 

with sureties a roved by the collector of internal 
revenue of the United States in tbe district in which 
guch officer may reside. And the Secretary of tho 
Interior may from time to time remove at his pleas- 


ure all officers so designated and designate others : 


in their places to perform the daties herein required. 
The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman from 
Missouri [ Mr. 
the amendment read or to have it pending ? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I gave way to have the 
amendment read and considered as pending 
when I call the previous question. 
The SPEAKER. The amendment, then, is 


pending. 

Mr. RANDALL. I ask to have read asub- 
atitute which I desire to offer to this bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I believe but two amend- 
ments can be pending at the same time. 

The SPEAKER. Lxcept by unanimous con- 


sent. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Then I will yield to the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Crens, ] as I have 
already indicated, to offer his amendment. 

The SPEAKER. By general consent any 
number of amendments may be received an 
considered pending when the previous question 
is called. 

Mr. RANDALL. That was the understand- 

ing when the bill was recommitted. 
- Mr. BENJAMIN. I am willing that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. Cress] and the amendment of the gen- 
-tleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. RANDALL] may 
be considered as pending. . 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. When this 
bill was under consideration before: offered 
a substitute for it, which was ordered to be 
printed and recommitted with the original 


„bill. - 
~ Mr. BENJAMIN. Very well; letit be con- 
sidered as pending. om ie 

The SPEAKER: ‘When a bill is recom- 
witted, no matter what amendments may be 
then pending, when the bill is again reported, 
it will be in such shape as the committee may 
choose ; and any amendment to be considered 
-must be then moved to the bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. I ask that my amend- 
ment be now read.” i 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Thereis no need to read 
it now. . i 

Mr. BANDALL. Ido not think that one 
hour is sufficient for the discussion of a bill of 
this importance, But at this stage of the ses- 
sion I will not insist on more time for debating 


it. At the same time I do not think the read- | 


ing of these various amendments should come 
-out of the time proposed to be allowed for dis- 
cussion. 
_ The SPEAKER. Hach amendment must 
be read if required by any member when the 
House is called upon to vote on it. If read 
‘now it. must then be again read if any mem- 
ber calls for it. ao ; 
Mr. RANDALL. Then I will not ask to 
‘have my amendment read now.. 
_ Mr. BENJAMIN. I now call the previous 
question.. 
‘The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. l 
The SPEAKER. ‘he first question is upon 
the amendment moved by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Lawrence. ] 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I now yield to the gen- 
‘tleman from Ohio [Mr- LAWRENCE] for ten 
minutes. 


>. Mr. LAWRENCE. The bill just reported 


BENJAMIN] give way to have | 


d || vouchers, to be 
j; the pensioners, 
l| verify them on oath 


i bank, or with an 


| forty-three thousand pensioners, 


fromthe Committee on Invalid Pensions by i 


the gentleman from Missouri: [Mr. BenJanin | 
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is substantially the same as a bill reported 
from the same committee on the 13th of De- 
cember last. It differs from it in only two 
respects: first, that it provides for quarterly 


i i i-annual payments of pensions 
cecding forty cents for each quarterly payment made |: instead of semi-annual pay P 7 


and second, that it provides that the Govern- 
ment shall pay the pension agent the fees for 


to be paid. 

The number of bills introduced into this Con- 
gress having for their object a change in the 
mode of paying pensions, and the ample dis- 
cussions to which they have given rise, allseem 
to indicate that a reform is demanded. It be- 
comes a duty, therefore, to consider the exist- 
ing law, its defects, and the proper remedy. 

There are now two hundred and forty-three 
thousand pensioners to whom the Government 
disburses about thirty million dollars » year in 
semi-annual payments. 

‘The Commissioner of Pensionsis charged by 
law with the duty of determining who may be 
entitled to pensions, and of granting pension 
certificates to persons so entitled. Then, there 
are fifty-nine pension agents, widely separated 
in different parts of the United States, who are 
furnished by the Commissioner of Pensions 
with the name and post office address of every 
pensioner in the respective districts of each 
agent, and with the necessary funds deposited, 
subject to the order of each agent, ina national 
Assistant Treasurer of the 
United States. 

The agents are furnished with printed blank 
filled up by them and mailed to 
who are required to execute and 
before a notary publie or 
other local officer, when they are returned by 
mail to the pension agent, who then transmits a 
‘check on the proper bank or Assistant Treas- 
urer to the pensioner, payable to his order. 

By the existing law the vouchers on which 
‘pensions are paid may be prepared by pension 
agents, or by pensioners themselves, or by claim 
agents. Ifprepared by pension agents they are 
entitled by law to certain fees and postage, 
which, with the local fee of a notatary for ad- 
mistering an oath to verify a voucher, is about 
seventy-six cents, and claim agents charge an 
average of probably $3 60 for collecting each 
‘pension. 

The objections to this system in part are: 

1. The eost of pension agents and notaries’ 
fees, seventy-six cents for each pension pay- 
ment, or $1 52 a year for two hundred and 
making an 
annual charge on them of $369,360, less the 


amount saved in the eases where pensioners 
: prepare their own papers. 


2. The expense of claim agents, whose aver- 
age charge for collecting each pension is esti- 
mated at $3 50, or seven dollars a year, on at 
least two hundred thousand of the pensioners; 
or $1,400,000 a year in all. 

8. The delay, inconvenience, -and trouble 


‘imposed on pensioners in eonducting a corre- 


spondence requiring the transmission of four 
mail packages annually for each pensioner, in 
all nine hundred and seventy-two thousand 
packages, requiring for postage $58,320, be- 
sides nearly as much more for stationery. 
Buta greater evil still is the delay, trou- 
ble, and expense of corresponding to, correct 


‘errors in vouchers. 


I now hold in my hand a specimen notice 


from a pension agent, which I ask the Clerk | 


to read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


` UNITED STATES PENSION Ortop, 
DETROIT, March 25, 1870. 


In the application s 
ment. Before payment can be made the following 
corrections aro necessary. Retarn this slip with 
what is called for. A. KAIC à 

Pension Agent. 

P.S. No bounty. pension, orother claim agency 

business done at this agency, nor connected vith it 


Vouchers cannot be accepted that have been writ- 
ten and prepared by the officer administering the 
oath or taking acknowledgment of the voucher. 


of Harmon Camburn for pay- | 


May 12, 


Such vouchers being considered illegal, I have to 
reject vouchers in which purple, violet, or colored 
inksare used. Therefore, avoid their use. 


Mr. LAWRENCE. This notice, I may Te- 
mark, makes a requisition not required by law. 
The Commissioner of Pensions has decided 
that the local notary may prepare or fill in the 
printed blank vouchers. 

4. There is no adequate security against 
frauds on the pension laws. These consist of 
false personations of pensioners, liviug and 
dead ; the collection of pensions by widows 
after marriage, in violation of a law which 
| itself outrages a principle of humanity ; of the 
misappropriation of money by agents collect- 
ing pensions, and of various other frauds. 

5. The loss to pensioners and the usurious 
exactions to which they are subjected by the 
want of more frequent payments of pensions, 
amounting to millions annually. 

6. The system is expensive to the Govern- 
ment. 

The fifty-nine pension agents receive com- 
missions paid by the Government, $250,000, 
or an average each of $4,237, besides fees 
from pensioners, which add about $200,000 
more, or a total average of about $7,627 to 
each agent annually. 

The cost of examining and settling vouchers 
in the Treasury Department is unnecessarily 
large, but no more than the system of settle- 
ment now requires. 

The bill (H. R. No. 547) of the Pension Com- 
mittee, as it is now proposed to be amended, 
will, if passed, prohibit pension agents from 
charging pensioners with fees, and prohibits 
claim agents from receiving pay for services in 
collecting pensions. It will provide quarterly 
instead of semi-annual pension payments, as it 
is now proposed to be amended. It will remedy 
to some extent the first, second, and fifth ob- 
jections I have pointed out to the present sys- 
tem ; but it leaves the others all untouched. 

lt furnishes no remedy for the delay, incon- 
venience, and trouble of correspondence, no 
security against fraud, and it continues the 
cumbrous and expensive system of pension 
agents. It relieves the pensioners of the fees 
now exacted of them by these agents, but it 
continues the present annual expenditure for 
commissions to pension agents of $250,000, and 
adds $291,600 to it to be paid by the Govern- 
ment for fees of thirty cents for preparing each 
quarterly voucher ; thus makinga total expend- 
iture for pension agents of $541,600 annually, 
or an average of $9,169 to each. This is an 
enormous salary, which no principle of justice 
or of duty can sanction. Let those who vote for 
it take the responsibility. {tis a vast increase of 
salary which the people will and ought to con- 
demn. And the bill leaves the pensioners to 
pay quarter yearly an average of forty cents 
to local officers for verifying each voucher, or 
an annual aggregate of $388,800, which, with 
postage and other expenses, will soon reach 
$500,000 annually. For this there is no justi- 
fication or excuse. Let those who vote for it 
take the responsibility. 

All these evils can and ought to be remedied. 
The bill which I had the honor to introduce 
(H. R. No. 1098) provides that ensioners sball 
be paid quarterly. I would have preferre 
payments bimonthly, but yielded my own con- 
victions to meet what I supposed to be more 
in accordance with the views of the House. It 
authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to des- 
ignate in every one of the seventeen hundre 
and twenty-eight counties where there are pen- 
sioners any postmaster, assessor, collector, or 
other officer or national bank to perform the 
duties of agent to pay pensioners in the county 
: of their residence. It provides that the Com- 
| missioner of Pensions sball certify to each ofi- 
| cer the names and post office address of the 
| pensioners in his county, and transmit to the 
'. proper officers checks on the nearest Assistant 
i Treasurer, payable to the order of each pen- 
‘sioner, for the amount of his pension, to be 
|| delivered on production of the pension certifi- 


1870. 


cate, and proof of identity. when necessary. 
No public money is to pass into the hands of 
the officer, but his duty is to deliver checks, the 
money on which can never be drawn except 
on the indorsement of the pensioner. 

The officers are required to prepare the 
youchers, administer oaths, deliver the checks, 
all without any expense to any pensioner. They 
will be in a position to know and detect frands 
which they are required to report to the proper 


Department. The bill prohibits all charges by | 
claim agents or others for preparing vouchers, | 
or for services rendered in collecting pensions. | 


Tn this respect its prohibitions are more exten- 
sive and its penalties greater than in the bill of 
the Pension Committee. In the form in which 
itis now submitted the compensation of the 
pay officers is fixed at forty cents for each pen- 
sion check delivered for all services, being only 
the amount which the bill of the Pension Com- 
mittee leaves the pensioner to pay in addition 
to commissions and fees paid pension agents by 
the Government. 


The advantages of this measure over the ex- » 
isting law and over the bill of the Pension Com- ` 


mittee, are: 1. It will save pensioners a vast 
sum which they are required to pay notaries and 
local officers for verifying pension vouchers, 


$291,600 annually. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not quite understand 
how the bill of the committee takes this sum 
out of the pockets of the pensioners. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Iam very glad to have 
an opportunity to explain that matter a little 
more fully. Under the bill of the committee 
each pensioner must verify his or her voucher 


| the words of my bill. 


before some local officer at the place of his or | 


her residence, and then transmit it one hundred 


and fifty to two hundred miles to the pension | 


agent. The pensioner will be obliged to pay a | 
notarial fee of forty cents every three months, or | 


$1 60 each year, amounting for all the pension- 
ers in the United States to nearly three hun- 
dred thousand dollars ayear. My bill remedies 
that by bringing to the door of each pensioner 


an officer who shall prepare the proper vouch- 


ers, administer the oath, deliver a check for 
the amount of the pension, and all without any 
expense to the pensioner. 

2. It will save the delay, inconvenience, 
trouble, risks, and expense of conducting a 
correspondence by mail with pension agents 
to procure payment of pensions. 

3. It will furnish the most perfect mode of 
preventing and detecting frauds. 

4. While the present system costs the Gov- 
ernment for commissions of pension agents 
$250,000 annually, and costs pensioners about 
two hundred thousand dollars for pension 
agents’ fees, or a total of $450,000, and the 
plan of the Pension Committee will cost the 
Government annually $541,600, and will cost 
pensioners for local officers’ fees for verifyin 
vouchers, $388,000, besides postage, the Miki 
have proposed will perform the whole work 
and bring payment almost to the door of every 
pensioner in the land simply for a small fee 
paid by the Government to the county pay 
agents, equal to the amount which the bill of 
the committee will require the pensioners. to 
pay for notaries’ fee. {t will work a saving of 
$541,600 annually; and it will secure every 
advantage over the present system which can 
be secured by the bill of the committee, by 
cutting off annually $1,400,000 now paid claim 
agents, and by securing more frequent pay- 
ments of pensions. 

And now what are the objections to the 
measure? It is urged that it will be incon- 
venient for pensioners to go to an officer in the 
county of their residence to verify vouchers 
and receive a check in payment of pensions. 
It will be difficult to find any pensioner who 
does not visit his county town more than four 
times a year. But if there be those who do 
not, or can not, they can verify a voucher be- 
fore the nearest officer, as now, and forward it 

y mail or private conveyance to the proper 


Alst Cone. 2p Szss.—No. 215. 


officer and receive a check in payment of pen- 
sion without inconvenience or delay. No logic 
of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BENSA- 
MIN] can convince the pensioners that it will 
be more convenient to receive payment of 
pensions through pension agents located an 
average of from one to two hundred miles from 
them, as the fifty-nine pension agents are, than 
through an officer located in every county at 
an average distance of only about fifteen miles 
from them. 

And, if any gentleman here shall deem it ma- 
terial a provision can be inserted requiring the 
officers, in proper cases, to goin person to dis- 
abled pensioners. 

But the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bex- 
JAMIN, ] in his speech of March 15, intimated 
that the bill I had introduced seemed ‘‘to be 


| intended to perpetuate the system of” claim 


agents. The candor and fairness of such an 
intimation may be best understood by quoting 
It provides that— 


_If any person shall receive any fee or compensa- 
tion from any pensioner for preparing any voucher 
or paper herein authorized, or forcollecting any pen- 
sion or rendering any service in relation thereto 
every person 30 offending shall, on conviction thereof, 
be fined not more than $100, or imprisoned for one 
month, or both, in the discretion of the court having 


which on quarterly payments will amount to jj Jurisdiction thereof. 


My bill authorizes fine and imprisonment 

both. The bill of the gentleman from Missouri 
simply provides, in an amendment reported 
from the Pension Committee on the 25th of 
February, as a substitute for section four of the 
original bill, and embodied in his bill now 
reported from the Pension Committee— 
_ That every pension agent or other person who shall 
tako or receive ordemand any pay from any pen- 
sioner, for any service in connection with the pay- 
ment of his or her pension, shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of $500, to be recovered by indictment in any 
court of competent jurisdiction. 

This holds out no terror of imprisonment. 
And under the bill of the committee, requiring 
correspondence with remote pension agents, 
the correction of vouchers, &c., claim agents 
will be almost a necessity; and as the bill 
threatens no imprisonment, the hope of escap- 
ing fines will sometimes induce claim agents 
or others to take the risk of demanding fees 
for services which the law makes almost indis- 
pensable. I will not intimate that the bill of 
the committee ‘‘ seems intended to perpetuate 
claim agents,’’ for I do not think so; but Ido 


believe it will be inadequate to prevent some | 


ersons from charging pensioners for aiding 
in the collection of pensions. 
The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BENJA- 


MIN] said in his speech that the gentleman 


from Illinois, [Mr. Cress,] and I, too, by in- 
terposing objections to his bill, had delayed 
its passage, and thereby, to use his language, 
“had secured to the piratical crew” of claim 
agents a large sum for collecting the March 
pensions, and he exclaims: 

` “Let them answer for it to their constituents!” 


. We-will do so. Our answer will be that the 
bill as it came from the committee proposed 
to require every pensioner to pay the pension 
agents forty cents for preparing every pension 
voucher and for services, which on quarterly 
paymenta would take from the pensioners 
$388,800 annually, when by the law as it stood 
they might prepare the vouchers themselves, 
or invoke the aid of some charitable friend, 
and save all that. Here isa section of the bill 
as it came from the committee which I will 
ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: i 

Bec, 4. And be it further enacted, That 2s fall com- 
pensation for the preparation of the voucher and all 
other service attending the payment of each pen- 
sion the pension agent shall be entitled to a fee of 
forty cents, and no more, which may bededueted from 
the amount due each pensioner; and any pension 
agent, or other person, who shall, directly or indi- 
rectly, take or receive or demand a greater sum than 


| forty cents for such service, shall forfeit and pay the 


sum of $500 for each offense, to be recovere byin- 
dictment in any court of competent jurisdiction. 


Mr. LAWRENCE. Let us answer to our 
constituents that it was ‘‘our objections” 
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which compelled an amendment to be re- 
ported on the 25th of February, which I have 
read to the House to be inserted in lieu of this 
section four, and which, if adopted, will save 
the pensioners from all this expense. 

Then, again, as the bill has stood up to this 
day, it left the payment of pensions to be semi- 
annual only. 

Let us answer to our constituents that ‘‘ our 
objections” have called out at last an amend- 
ment from the gentleman from Missouri pro- 
viding for quarterly payments. Let us answer 
to our constituents that my bill was introduced 
on the 4th of February, and from that hour to 
this I have been ready, willing, and anxious 
to secure speedy action on the whole subject. 
And the only objection I ever made to the con- 
sideration of the bill of the committee was on 
the 21st of December, for reasons I gave to 
the House on the following day. That objec- 
tion has secured valuable amendments, which 
will resultin benefits to every pensioner. These 
are the answers we give our constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not unite in the spirit of 


| denunciation which declares claim agents a 
t‘ piratical crew.”’ 


As a class of men I believe 
them honest and honorable. But if they be 


the ‘‘piratical crew ”’ they are represented, why 


has the gentleman from Missouri sat here for 
five long years a member of the Pension Com- 
mittee with no measure yet enacted and none 
proposed until recently to cut off the services 
of claim agents? 

But now Í accord to the gentleman the honor 
to which he is so justly entitled for his efforts 
to relieve pensioners of the feesof claim agents 
so far as relates to the collection of pensions. 
On that subject he deserves the gratitude of 
the pensioners, and I unite with him in his 
purpose. 

It has been objected that the bill I intro- 
duced requires no bonds of the officer. The 
officers it authorizes to be designated as pay 
officers are all bonded officers except the 
assessors. But as no money can come into 
their hands, I did not suppose new bonds re- 
lating to the new duties were material. But 
I have added a provision requiring bonds, so 


| that objection is obviated. 


The gentleman from Missouri draws a fearful 
picture of some of the postmasters, and insists 


| that they are not the right men to intrust with 
i the duties of pay agents. He says: 


“ Most of the postmasters in the country have 
some trading establishment in which the post office 
is kept. Some of them are not of a kind that favor- 
ably impresses the stranger who looks in upon it 
while the stage is waiting for the mail to be distrib- 
uted. This becomes the headquarters of all the pen- 
sioners in the county. The head of the establish- 
ment is the claim agent for all‘of them. He has a 
monopoly of the business licensed by your laws, ‘The 
pensioner’s money first comes to his hands, from 
which an amount of toll can be taken limited only 
by his eonscience. In many cases the whole grist 
will be appropriated.” 

If all that could be said against postmasters 
were true, it should be remembered the bill I 
introduced authorized the Secretary of the 
Interior to designate— 


- Any eolleetor or assessor of internal revenue, post- 
master, national bank, or Assistant Treasurer of the 
United States or other officer. 

And will it be urged that no one among all 
these can be found in every county sufficiently 
competent and honest to perform the duties 
required? Sir, the gentleman from Missouri 
did not mean, I hope, to disparage postmas- 
ters as a class of men. Asa class they are 
honest, capable, and faithful. The dishonest 
or incompetent are rare exceptions. 

And will any gentleman here venture to go 
to his coystituents and say to them as a reason 
for not voting to provide some officer in every 
county, to pay pensioners, that not one officer 
could be found in every county who has honesty 
and capacity enough to perform the duties ? 
Sir, republican America can and does furnish 
competent and honest officers in every county 
within our wide domain. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I would askmy colleague 


[Mr. Lawrence] what section of the bill pro- 
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posed by the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
subjects the pensioner to any charge what- 


ever? 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I would be glad if my 


colleague [Mr. BrxcHam] had considered this | 


subject as I think I have. 

Mr. BINGHAM. But that is not answering 
my question, 

Mr. LAWRENCE. The first section requires 
the pensioner ‘‘ to execute and return the same 
(a pension voucher) to the agency (the office 
of the pension agent) at which it was pre- 
pared,’ &c. The law requires it to be sworn 
to. ‘This requires an oath before a notary or 
local officer at the residence of the pensioner. 
'The average fees fixed by the lawsof the States 
is forty cents. It is forty cents in Ohio. 

I repeat, the bill of the Pension Committee, 
and the bill now presented to the House by the 
chairman of the committee, [Mr. BENJAMIN, } 
makes no provision for paying this fee, but 
leaves it to be paid by the pensioners. If this 
feature of the bill shall be remedied it will only 


. mittee on Pensions or some one of the substi- 
tutes offered for it shall be passed, our discus- 


| objection to the pension agents ; I believe there | 
` is no more deserving class of officers; but their — 


; sity and the interests of the pensioners. 


_ on its passage. I deemed it my duty to object, 


: the next day I stated some of the objections to 


befafter I have called attention to this great — 


wrong; and now that the previous question is 
ordered it can only be done by unanimous con- 
sent, which the gentleman in charge of the bill 
(Mr. Bexzantn]} has not asked. 

Some of the objections to the bills proposing 
payment through an officer in every county are 
most marvelous. 

It is alleged that this 
$200,000 in postage alone. 


lan ‘would cost 
’ In how long a 


time is not stated, but a year is probably in- ' 


tended. The lists of pensioners and the checks 
would go in packages through the mails free, 
and draw no money from the Treasury for post- 
age. It will cost no more to transmit the lists 
of pensioners to officers in each county than to 
the pension agents. 
ered without cost, delay, postage, or other ex- 


The checks will be deliv- : 


penses of correspondence, under my bill, while | 


under the bill of the committee postage and 


correspondence are required. The present sys- - 


tem, and as it would be changed by the bill of 


the committee, will require at least eight pack- ; 
ages by mail to pay four payments each year to | 


two hundred and forty-three thousand pen- 
sioners, costing for postage alone $58,320, 
besides an equal sum for stationery and other 
expenses. 

It is said the number of clerks must be in- 
creased in the Departments at Washington to 
execute this system. 
clerks to settle pension vouchers returned from 
every county than if returned from the pension 


agents. The number can be reduced by adopt- | 


ing the checks returned as the basis of settle- 


ment, as in cases of other claims on the Govern- | 


It will require no more , 


ment. It will require no more labor to draw the ` 


checks at Washington to pay pensions than is 


now required of pension agents to draw checks. | 
And as the labor is not increased the expenses : 


cannot be increased. 


Finally, it is insisted that county officers | 


cannot perform the required services for the 
compensation proposed. 


to pay out of his own pocket to local officers 
for verifying vouchers, amounting annually to 
$388,800. There are one thousand seven 
hundred and twenty-eight counties in which 
there are pensioners, having an average num- 
ber of one hundred and forty pensioners in 
each. This would make an average annual 
compensation to each pay officer ot $224, or 
fifty-six dollars for each quarterly payment. 
The service will not require four days to each 
quarter, and the compensation will be ample. 
It will dispense with-the whole cost of $541,- 
600 of the pension agent system, and conse- 
quently save that sum annually to the Govern- 
ment, including the amount saved to pension- 
ers. In other words, it will save to the Gov- 


The bill in the form | 
in which I now submit it, as a substitate for ; 
the bill of the committee, proposes to give the | 
officer in each county4a sum not exceeding | 
forty cents for preparing each voucher and for | 
all services. This is just the sum which the 


bill of the committee leaves each pensioner i| Treasurers, or one of the Government depositaries 


ernment annually $162,800, and to the pen- 
sioners $388,800. And J think the fees of 
county pay agents might be reduced, and make 
the saving to the Government still greater. 
The people have aright to demand this measure 
of economy. 

I-do not urge this measure because of any 


personal interests should yield to public neces- 


Whatever may be the result of our action 
here, whether the bill reported from the Com- 


sions have been productive of some good. 
On the 21st of December last the chairman , 
of the Pension Committee asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to have the bill of 
the committee taken up, considered, and put 


and thereby secured time for examination. On 


the bill, and among them especially two : first, 
that its section four required every pensioner 
to pay a fee of forty cents to the pension 


' agent at each semi-annual pension payment; 
: and second, that it left the existing law pro- 
. viding only for semi-annual payments of pen- 
sions, when, as I insisted, they ought to be 


bimonthly, or quarterly, at least. 

The Pension Committee have been driven 
from their original purpose, and on the 25th 
February reported their bill back with an 
amendment striking out section four and in- 
serting a provision cutting off all fees from pen- 


- sioners to pension agents, but providing for 


the payment by the Government of a fee of 
thirty cents to the pension agents for each pen- . 
sion payment, in addition to salary and com- 
missions, and now the committee propose fur- ;' 
ther to amend their bill by providing quarterly | 
payments. 

But for the opposition made to the original 


not have been proposed, and the pensioners of 
the country have some occasion to be thankful 
for the reforms sugscsted and in a fair way to 
be inaugurated. have now performed my 
duty. lt rests with the House to pronounce a 
decision. I plead the cause of the pensioners, | 
of widows, orphans, maimed and wounded 
soldiers, of dependent relatives of dead heroes 
and patriots. I plead the cause of an over- 
taxed people, and demand a reduction in ex- 
penditures unnecessarily increased by the bill 
of the committee. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I now yield to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Crens] for ten 
minutes. j 

Mr. CREBS addressed the House in remarks |. 
which will appear in the Appendix. | 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I now yield ten minutes 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. : 
RANDALL. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. Before proceeding with | 
my remarks I ask that the Clerk read the sub- | 
stitute I propose for the bill of the committee. | 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That from and after the Ist day of October, 1870, 


all pensions shall be paid semi-annually, by check 
on the United States Treasurer, one of the Assistant 


for public moneys. , 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That an office is | 
hereby created, to be under the control and direc- | 
tion of the Commissioner of Pensions, and to be 
known as the disbursing office for pensions. The dis- 
bursing officer shall be appointed by the Secretary of 
the Interior, on the recommendation of tha Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, and shall receive a salary of — 
dollars per annum. He shall give bonds in amount 
required by the Secretary of the Interior for the safe- 
keeping and disbursement of all public moneys 
placed in his hands or under his control. Itshall be | 

is duty to make all requisitions on the Secretary of 
the Treasury for moneys with which to pay all pene 
sioners; said requisitions to be approved by the.Com- 
missioner of Pensions. He shall then deposit the 
money in some ono of the Governmont depositories || 
most convenient for the location in which it is to be 
used, and which money shall be drawn by his check, 
payable to the order of the person to whom it is due, 
or to their administrator or bcirs, in case of death of 
the pensioner. It shall also be his duty to render s |: 


; sioner of Pensions, which recei 


| to. be radically changed. 


’ 


May 12 


strict account ofall moneys disbursed by him, asofter 
as ones in six months, (or oftener if required,) ta the 
Commissionor of Pensions. Ho shall also perforn 
such other duties as shall be required by the Cons 
a And bed Jarl i, TI 

snc. 3, And beit further enacted, That the Commis. 
sioner shall divide the United States into iaren 
sion districts as nearly equal as practicable, which 
districts shall bo numbered froin one to four inclus- 
ive, and checks shall be mailed to the ponsioners liy- 
ing in said districts as follows, namely; No. 1, onthe 
Ist of January and July; No. 2, on the Lith of Feb- 
ruary and August; No.3, on the Ist of April and Octo- 


+ ber; No. 4, on tho 15th days of May and November, 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That a list of pen- 


’ sioners and all necessary vouchers upon which pen- 
! sions shall be paid shall be prepared at the office of 
the Commissioner of 
: pices, one month betoro the date when the pensions 
‘are duc and payable by the provisions of this act, 


ensions, and under his aus- 


and such vouchers and list so prepared, showing a 
complete list of all tho pensioners in his district shall 
be transmitted by mail to the assessor of internal 
revenue, 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, Thatimmediately 


‘ on receipt of such vouchers and list, as provided insec- 


tion fourof this act, it shall be the duty of the assessor 


' to distribute them to his assistants most convenient 
: to the residence of the pensioner, and togethor with 


his assistants ho shall make immediato inquiry and 
exumination as to the correctness of the list fur- 
nished him, and to this end cach pensioner shall cx- 
hibit to him their pension cortiticates either by them- 
solves or by some fricnd who will swear before such 


© assessor or assistant assessor that he received it from 


such pensioner; that he is personally acquainted 
with him, orher, and that such pensioner on the day 
of presentation of such pension certificate is a resi- 
dent of such county, and stating also how long such 
residence has continued, and also state what county 
and State he was last a resident of, incase of removal 
and said assessors and assistant assessors are hereby 
further authorized to examine any pensioneror other 
witness under oath to fully satisfy himself of their 


: identity and claim to pension, and after thus fully 
| examining the list of pensioners furnished him and 


making such corrections, if any ho may find to be 
proper, carefully noting deaths, removals, and in such 
case to town, county, and State, if known to which 
they have removed, and any other information he 
may consider of interest or which may from time to 
timo be required by the Commissioner of Pensions, 


! he shall, at least ten days before tho day of paying 
: pensions as provided by this act, return said list of 


pensioners corrected by him as aforesaid by mail to 
the Commissioner of Pensions; and all assessors or 
assistant assessors are hereby authorized to admin- 
ister any oaths that may be necessary under the pro- 


one ; ‘ visions of this act. 
i bill of the committee these two reforms would | 


Src. 6. And be tt further enaeted, That any pensioner, 
witness, or other person who shall swear falsely or 
who shall make a false affirmation to any voucher or 
any other oath made necessary by the provisions of 
this act shall bedeemed guilty of perjury, and on con- 
viction thereof shall be imprisoned not less than two 
nor more than five years, at the discretion of the 
court or jury trying the same. 

SEC. 7. And beit further enacted, That on the re- 
ceipt of the pension list, as aforesaid, by the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, after being carefully cxam- 
ined, the exact amount due each pensioner shall be 
reported to the disbursing agent, who shall then pro- 
ceed to make a check payable to the order of each 
pensioner, and also fill out a blank receipt for his 
signature, which check and receipt shall be placed 
in an envelope sealed and addressed to the pensioner, 
and when all the checks and receipts for the entire 


, district of the assessor are complete they shall be put 


into a package and addressed and forwarded by mail 
to the assessor of the district, on the receipt of which 
he willdistribute them to his assistants, who, in turn, 
will deliver them to the person to whom they are 
addressed, who will sign the receipt inclosed and 


deliver it to the assistant, by him to be returned to 


' the assessor, who will sendit by mail to the Commis- 


f tshall bethe voucher 
of the disbursing agent in settlement of his account 
with the Third Auditor. 

Seo. 8. And be it further enacted, That pensions pay- 
able to persons in foreign countries may be made 
according to the provisions of the present laws. 

Suc. 9, And be it further enacted, That for the ser- 
vice performed by the assessors and assistant assess- _ 
ors of internal rovenue they shall be paid the sum 
oftwenty-five cents for each payment, to be paid by 
the Commissioner of Pensions. ‘ 

Src. 10. And be it further enacted, That the office 
of pension agent, and everything connected there- 
with as now provided by law, from and after the 
date when this law shall go into effect, be, and tho 
same are hereby, abolished. The Secretary of the 
Interior is hereby authorized to employ clerks sufi- 
cientto carry this act into effect not exceeding — 
in number. 


Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, my substi- 


tute having been read in the hearing of the ` 


House, it is not necessary that I should make 
any extended explanation of its features. There 
are, however, several propositions upon which 
I think we can all agree. In the first place, 
the present system of paying pensions ought 
The expense an 

hardship now attending the payment of our 
two hundred and forty thousand pensioners 
should be at once obviated. My plan contem- 


i 
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Jates no deduction of any sort from the amount 
due to the pensioner. T propose that he shall 


receive his pension in full, without aying one 
cent for any service connected with its pay- 


ment. 

The bill which I present has been very care- 
fully prepared upon full conference with gen- 
tlemen well versed in this subject. It proposes 
that the Commissioner of Pensions shall pro- 
vide checks, which shall be transmitted to the 
assessor in each congressional district, who 
shall distribute them to the pensioners through 
the assistant assessors within the district. Each 
assistant assessor, while in the transaction of 
the regular duties which he now performs, shall 


see whether each person for whom a pension | 


is drawn is actually alive. In this way fraud 
upon the Government will be prevented. The 
assistant assessor is to pay to each pensioner 
the check for the amount of pension due him, 


taking a receipt, which is to be transmitted to _ 


the Department and to be regarded asa voucher : 


in evidence of the payment of the money. The 


present system is not only attended with abuses į 


as regards the pensioners, but it is very expens- 


ive, costing the Government $250,000 annually. | 


Iam not thoroughly advised as to what is ex- 

cted to be the expense under the system pro- 
posed in the bill recommended by the commit- 
tee; but I am rather inclined to concur in the 
statements of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
LAWRENCE] that the expense would be very 
nearly, if not quite, $500,000. 

Here let me interpose a single remark in 
regard to compensation of these assessors and 


assistant assessors. I hold that in considera- | 


tion of the profitable offices which they now 
hold under the Government they ought to per- 
form without charge these duties connected 
with the payment of pensions. But in view of 
the additional duty assigned to the assistant 
assessors I am willing that they should be paid 
twenty-five cents foreach payment of pension. 
This I consider entirely sufficient. Two pay- 
ments annually to two hundred and forty thou- 


sand pensioners would be four hundred and | 
eighty thousand payments; and twenty-five | 


cents for each payment would amount to 
$120,000. Then I suppose for the salary of the 
chief disbursing officer here in Washington 
$3,000 would be sufficient. I have estimated, 
and those with whom I have conferred concur 


with me in the estimate, that not more than | 


six additional officers would be required at a 
salary of $1,800 each annually, making an 
aggregate of $10,800 for these additional offi- 
cers. I would then estimate $15,000 for inci- 
dental expenses. 

It will be seen that the expense to the Gov- 
ernment under the plan which I propose will 
be $143,000 against the present expense of 
$250,000, making a saving to the Government 
of more than one hundred thousand dollars. 
But the saving of expense is not the only con- 
sideration. We should listen to the appeal of 
almost every pensioner throughout the coun- 
try. There is hardly a pensioner in any dis- 
trict who is not in some way petitioning Con- 
gress in reference to this matter. There is not 
a soldiers’ newspaper in any part of the land 
that is not appealing to Congress in nearly 
every issue to do away with the abuses of the 
present system. When we can save to these 
pensionersall the trouble and expense to which 
they are now subjected, and at the same time 
teduce to less than one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars the expenditure of the Govern- 
ment in disbursing $30,000,000 annually, it 
seems to me there should not be the slightest 
hesitation in adopting such a measure. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania a question. 

Mr. RANDALL. Very well; I will hear 
the gentleman. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. Do you account for 
the charges these assessors would make in 
your estimate? 

Mr. RANDALL. Yes, sir; I give twenty- 
five cents each time they. pay a pensioner. 
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There are two hundred and forty thousand pen- 
sioners, and double payments each year would 
make four hundred and eighty thousand pay- 
ments, which, at twenty-five cents each, would 
amount to $120,000 only. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. One word further, 
Do you understand these assistant assessors of 
internal revenue will long continue in office? 

Mr. RANDALL, When they cease to con- 


tinue you will have to cease your extravagant | 


expenditures of the public money. In my 
jrdgment they will not be abolished for years. 

beg the gentleman’s pardon if he thinks I 
have brought party into this matter. 
this question to be far above party. I tell 
gentlemen when that question shall arise we 
can then amend the law in a more wholesome 
manner. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. I think it will be 


more wholesome. 


i 
| 


I believe | 


Mr. RANDALL. I fear my friend from ' 
Michigan is a member of the Committee on : 
Invalid Pensions, and they cannot stand up | 


here and defend their bill in connection with 


the expenditure it will cost to the Govern- ` 
ment as against the measure I propose, which :; 


will only cost $120,000. I have made this 
manifest. I say that these assistant assessors 
who.reap the benefits of office under this Gov- 
ernment should be willing to perform this duty 
without cost either to the Government or the 
pensioners. I believe nine tenthsof them are 
willing to perform that duty without any cost 
to the Government. 

a STRICKLAND. How much are they 
pai : 

Mr. RANDALL, Five dollars per day. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has 
expired. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I now yield to the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. HILL] for five 
minutes. 

Mr. HILL. Mr: Speaker, these pension 
laws should be made simple and plain as pos- 


sible, and with little delay and hinderance to : 


the pensioner. It is certain, under the pres- 
ent law and manner of getting pensions and 


collecting them, it bears very hard on the claim- | 


ant. 


It is but little that the disabled soldier `’ 


deceased soldiers, yho know not what to do or 
how to get their claims settled; and thus their 
claims lay unsettled, and only want stirring to 
be properly put in shape by perhaps a single 
affidavit to prove a small fact of evidence want- 
ing. Two letters I received state thatifa widow's 
pension for herself and children was not re- 
ceived soon they must all go to the poor-house. 
This case had been pending nearlyfour years,and 
all that was necessary was an affidavit to prove 
a certain fact. Indeed I have had several such 
cases. It strikes me, Mr. Speaker, we should 
have some clause in this bill directing the Com- 
missioner to examine all the claims on file 
unsettled, and nuty the claimant of the posi- 
tion of the case and what is required for set- 
tlement. In my opinion the families and rela- 
tives of those noble men who have sacrificed 
their lives in defense of the country, and those 
soldiers who are disabled, some by the loss of a 
leg or arm, and of health sacrificed in defend- 
ing our country and its flag, should be the first 
to be cared for, and every effort made to help 
them to a settlement of their claims in the 
shortest and most speedy way possible. 

If there is anything to my mind as a nation 
we have failed in, it is in our care for the fam- 


| ilies of our soldier dead—of the disabled living, 


or the relatives of deceased soldiers get, and | 


the great difficultics that attend in getting them 


their just dues should be made easy as possi- | 
ble and with no expense to them. And though | 


this bill offered by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri is not such a one as I would like to have, 
yet it is much better than the present law, and 
will be a great improvement on that. Many 
complaints come to me of the great difficulty 
in getting pensions, and of the trouble of get- 
ting them through. A cence of high char- 
acter and position in New Jersey, who served 
with distinction in the Army, and who has 
done much to aid disabled soldiers and the 
relatives of deceased soldiers in getting pen- 


sions, writes me on the 6th instant, as follows: | 


“It doesseem to me that Congressshould do some- 
thing to expedite business in the Pension Bureau. 

“Theimportunities of claimants are very harassing. 
I have twice within the past week been informed 


that soldiers who had filed claims for pension era i 
or their claims 


me had died in utter want, waiting f | 
to be settled. One nearly dead with consumption 
takes his post daily across the street, holds himself 
up by a lamp-post, and seems to derive comfort and 
hope from looking at my office door. Of course at- 


torneys must take the blame. That such delay is | 
not necessary I know. I served six months in one | 
of the Departments, and know thatin many of those ' 


cases there is not an hour’s work altogether, and it 
is impossible to convince claimants that it takes from 
six months to two years.” 

Mr. Speaker, overa year ago, under the last 
Administration, I was informed by the Com- 


missioner of Pensions that there was at that : 
time one hundred thousand or more claims on | 


file and unsettled. I do not know how it is at 
this time, but I do know that under the man- 
agement of the present Commissioner these 


cases are receiving more prompt attention and | 


better justice is being done to the claimant. 
But, Mr. Speaker, many of those claims are 


those of poor disabled soldiers and families of || gress. 


as well as reward and gratitude to all survivors 
who énlisted in the great army that went forth 
for the nation’s defense. Many of them suf- 
fered much and went through great privations 
while in the discharge of duty. Many died, and 
now slumber in unknown graves, and we owe 
it as a solemn duty to protect those they left 
behind by throwing around them such safe- 
guards for the collection of what is due them 
that it will not be made a difficult matter, but 
easy to obtain it. I well remember, Mr. 
Speaker, the 29th of January, 1865. I think 
it was when one of the army corps from the 
western Army arrived in this city. It was one 
of the coldest days of the winter. I remember 
one of the regiments in which I was interested 
arrived in the morning, the soldiers without 
overcoats—coming from awarmerclime. They 
were marched to the Fourteenth-street bar- 
racks ; remained on the street until nearly noon ; 
then marched to Camp Stoneman, about four 
miles distant, where several regiments were 
camped out on the ice; then this same regi- 
ment was marched back to the city through a 
heavy snow-storm; and it was night before 
they were in quarters. Such were the expo- 
sures of that army corpsin coming here and 
while in the city that from three to five thou- 
sand men were taken sick and placed in the 
hospitals of the city. 

Sir, I have stood by the side of many of 
these sick and dying soldiers, received their 
last messages to friends at home, and received 
their last farewell. Said one of these dying 
soldiers, with a good deal of feeling, ‘‘I ex- 
pected to go through privations in the camp, 
in the field, and on the march, and suffered 
much from cold on the cars; but I did expect 
here at the capital of the nation we should be 
both cared for.’? I have stood in the dead 
house, with the weeping soldiers gathered to 
pay their last tribute of respect to departed 
comrades; I have followed these dead heroes, 
wrapped in the old flag, with their comrades, 


‘| the drummer boy and his muffled drum, to the 


soldiers grave, who died from the exposures 
they had been subjected to; and to-day a large 
number of these men lie among the soldier 
dead on Arlington heights. 
“The muffled drum’s sad roll has beat 
The soldier’s last tattoa; $ 
No more on life’s parade shall meet 
These brave and fallen few. 
On Fame’s eternal camping-ground 
Their silent tents aré spread, 
And Glory guards with solemn round 
The bivouac of the dead.” 


Many who are still living are pensioners 
caused by that exposure, who, with the many 
thousands of our land like them, ask protec- 
tion, aid, and assistance at the hands of, Con- 
Í think, Mr. Speaker, these pensioners 
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ought to be paid oftener. Six months or even 
three months is a long time for them to wait 
for their pay. We know but little of the pri- 
vations and sufferings many of them have to 
endure. If they could be paid oftener, and, 
more than all, if they could be paid more than 
they now get, it would be just and right. We 
can afford to be liberal toward them ; the debt 
the nation owes these noble dead and the living 
can never be paid, and those who left relatives 


behind and the disabled living should receive ` 


tender care, just and liberal pensions, and 
protection at ourhands. I think a greatsaving 
to the Government might be effected, and ac- 
commodation to the pensioners, if they could 
be paid through the revenue collectors of each 
congressional district, as the assistant assess- 
ors could make out all the vouchers and papers 
necessary, and living in districts so small would 
be of convenient access to all claimants. As 
I remarked before, the bill before us, offered 
by the gentleman from Missouri, is not such 
as I would like to have; but with none other 
that suits me better, and feeling the importance 
of immediate action in this matter, I shall vote 
for it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If I have the attention 
of the House fora few moments I will endeavor 
to explain the bill of this committee. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
gentleman propose to allow me any time? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
allow any gentleman any time who has not 
expressed the wish to be heard. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 

' be heard. i i 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 

to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. [beg par- |i 


don, I cannot take five minutes. 


left for myself. Will ten minutes suit the gen- 
tleman? ° 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir; 
‘ten minutes is all I ask. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iyield to the gentleman 
for ten minutes. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


about the dead or the living for the benefit of 


my constituents; but I do expect in a few | 


words, in the very short time given to me on a 
very important subject, to explain a most im- 


I do! 
not expect, Mr. Speaker, to make a speech | 


I cannot propose to |; 


I wish to | 


portant bill; and that is a bill to provide for | 


the payment of pensions to the wounded and | 
The bill of the committee | 
isno change upon the present system, except | 


‘maimed soldiers. 


that it changes the time of payment from six 


months to three months, and pays the expenses | 


out of the Treasury of the execution of the law, 
instead, as heretotore, out of the pensioners’ 


the peace and there, at his own expense, liave 
a declaration made out called a voucher which, 
at his own expense, is to be forwarded to the 
pension agent, and returned at his own expense 


‘from the pension agent with adraft, which again | 


he is at his own expense to cash. The differ- 
ence in the bill which I present, and for which 
I claim no credit for myself—I suggested the 
idea, and one of the most practical men under 


this Government drew itto meet every exigency | 
proposed ; the difference is this: that the pen- | 


‘sioner shall go to the postmaster at his county 
seat, and on being identified the postmaster 
shall forward his name on a list, which shall 
be sent to him, to the Pension Office here, and 
the Commissioner of Pensions shall then for- 
ward a draft forthe amountof pension through 
the post office to the postmaster, who shail 
deliver it to the pensioner. Now, every man 
knows that after three or four payments the 
‘postmaster will know every pensioner and will 
pe able to identify him. A gentleman suggests 
to me the question, what will be the average of 
cases ina county? There can be no average. 
Mr. CREBS. About forty is the average. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. But in 
some cases, as in Philadelphia county, for in- 
stance, or in Kings county, New York, there 
would beavery much larger number, and some 
little time would be required. At present every 
one of these pensioners is at the mercy of the 
justices of the peace. The whole pension fand 


is at the mercy of the justices of the peace. | 
Now I propose to put an end to this whole ' 
machinery of pension agents and their ex- — 


penges, which amount to over half a million 
annually. Let not the friends of pension agents 


| contradict me by saying that the salaries of 


' the pension agents amount only to $190,000. 


I say that the pension agents to-day cost the 
Government over half a million of money, and 
they cost the pensioners almost a million and 


` ahalf more under the present system. Further, 


it is proposed to make the pensions payable 
quarterly. When the committee first reported 


their bill they made the pensions payable only 


; ment. 


| 


Does the : 
` very much greater rate. 


I will yield five minutes i 


i Pension Office or the 


i 


once in six months, which was no improve- | 
But the bill which I propose here as a : 


substitute, and to which I ask the attention of 
the House, requires payment to be made once 
in two months. In the country it may not 
make so much difference, but in the city the 
poor pensioner discounts the pension before 
he receives it at the rate of from twenty to 
twenty-five per cent. a year, in some cases a 
And there are be- 
tween three and four million dollars of the 
$30,000,000 which we pay out actually eaten up 
by the sharks who prey upon the pensioners, 


because we put the pensioners at their mercy. | 


Now, I propose to bring the payment of these 
pensions to every man’s door by making them 
payable at the county seat. After alittle while 
the pensioner will know precisely where to go 


‘| and what to do, and the postmaster will know 
Mr. BENJAMIN. So much time has been | 
‘taken up by others that I have but little time | 


all the pensioners, so that the Government can- 
not be defrauded on the one side nor the pen- 
sioners on the other. One objection that has 


been suggested is that the postmaster cannot i 


be trusted with so much money. Pardon me; 
I do not mean to trast him with a single dol- 
lar. All he gets is a draft paid to the order 
of the pensioner, which he is to hand over to 
the pensioner, and the pensioner indorses it; 
and the voucher to the Government is the 
indorsed draft, which is the only voucher that 
will be required at the Treasury. And there 
cannot be a dollar improperly taken from the 
overnment without for- 
gery, and forgery by the only man who has 
been intrusted with the draft, and he can be 
instantly detected. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I should not be so stren- . 


uous upon this subject had [not been brought 
in contact with this pension payment system. 
Why, sir, if you goto one of these pension offices 


reto : ij in one of our cities, you will see one hun- 
pockets. -While it does that it compels every | 
pensioner four times a year to go toa justice of | 


dred and fifty to two hundred people crowded 


into a room. ‘The pension agent says ‘‘ hold : 


up your handa,” and they all hold up their 


hands, and all are sworninalump. And that | 
And then you ` 
‘will see, in the cold bleak winds of March, 


is what is called identification. 


widows and maimed and crippled men, in long 


cues reaching slong the streets, staying there . 


from early duwn till late at night, day after 
day, waiting to get their pensions from the 
pension agent. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to ask 
the gentleman (for I am interested in the 
plan which he is proposing) what protection 


there is, in the case of the death of a pensioner ` 


occurring, that the postmaster may not con- 
tinue to draw the pension? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The post- 
master, being made ez officto a pension agent, 
has to give additional bond for the faithfal 


discharge of his duties in that capacity, and ` 
one of his duties is to ascertain and report | 


every time there is a removal or death of one 
of his pensioners, and to omit to do so would 


be a breach of his offical duty, like any other 
breach of duty. 

I have been told that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral says he cannot execute this bill. I have 
the honor to say that the Postmaster General 
never saw this bill. He was asked this, whether 
he could execute a bill to pay pensions through 
the money-order office, and he said he could 
not. Isaw he could not, and therefore I did 
not press the matter. But I went to the man 
who helped to organize the money-order office, , 
and who knows more about the workings of 
that office than anybody else in it, and I asked 
him to draw me a bill ona syllabus I gave him 
which could be enforced, and if gentlemen will 
only give their attention to the poor maimed 
soldiers, about whom we hear so many Fourth 
of July orations on this floor, long enough to 
ascertain what are the provisions of the bill 
and how practical they are, I have not the 
slightest doubt but what they will vote for 
the bill. 

Just spend one hour, spend fifteen minutes 
‚in that way, give that time to the soldier, 
| and I know you will vote to afford him that 
i 
| 
| 


protection which this bill will give him. It is 
i dueto him. He asks it. The soldiers’ news- 
| papers ask it; the soldiers’ conventions ask 
i it; every time and everywhere where the pen- 
| sioner is heard you will hear his voice come 
' up asking for the passage of this bill, and yon 
' cannot find a case to the contrary. But when 

I introduced my proposition that this business 
‘ shall be done through the post office, what 

was the first convocation held in this city? In 
i. two days after the pension agents held a con- 
. vention here, and they have been dianing my 
| ears and the ears of the Committee on Pen- 
'| gions, and the ears of the Commissioner of 
i; Pensions, and of every other official, with their 
èry that the occupation of Alexander the cop- 
i persmith is gone. 
| {Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Now, if I can get the 
| attention of the House, Í think I shail be able 
< in the very few minutes left me to give suffi- 
| cient reasons why the bill of the Committee 
!! on Invalid Pensions should pass, and to answer 
|! the principal objections, and all of them if I 
‘| have time, that have been urged against this 
i| bill, to the satisfaction of every member of this 
| House. And first let me say, in reply to the 
! gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Burien, } 
; that no pension agent has ever approached me 
i on the subject of this bill. I introduced the 
bill on my own responsibility early in this ses- 
sion and referred it to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. Prior to its introduction into 
this House I submitted it to the Commissioner 
of Pensions, a gentleman whom you all know, 
and who served for years upon the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions of this House and is famil- 
iar with this pension system in all its details, 
and he gave his assent tothe bill. Thereupon 
. Lintroduced it into the House and referred it 
to the committee. 

Now, what isit? In the first place it con- 
tinues the pension agents. ‘There are fifty-nine 
pension agents now in the United States. This 
office was created more than haif a century 
ago. It was created by law in the year 1809, 

and has continued without complaint, so far 
_as I am aware, from that day up to the present 

time.” And here let me say that no officers of 
' this Government have, as a general thing, dis- 
charged their duties with greater satisfaction 
to those having business with them than the 
pension agents. They are now disbursing 
$33,000,000 a year. They have been disburs- 
ing large sums of money since 1861, and will 
have to disburse hereafter still larger sums than 
they, have ever disbursed yet. Not one dollar 
of the amount has ever been lost to the Gov- 
ernment. Nota single instance can be named 
` in which through the failure of a pension agent, 
or by his proving a defaulter, or from any 
other cause, the United States bas lost a single 
, dollar. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Are there 


i 
| 


L 
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not forty indictments pending for the fraudu- 
lent payment of pensions? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There has not been a 
pension agent indicted since the war com- 
menced, to my knowledge; not one. Lask the 
gentleman to name one. 

Mr. RANDALL. I would ask the gentle- 
man if he does not know that within the last 
three weeks ithas been found necessary to send 
an officer to my own city to investigate the 
accounts of a pension agent there? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There may have been 
defaulting agents, but during the period of time 


that I speak of I say here before the country | 


that so far as is known not one single dollar 
of the large amount that has been disbursed by 

ension agents or intrusted to their care has 
been lost to the Government. 


Now, sir, a great hue and cry is raised here | 


against the expense attending this system. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. LAWRENCE] 
says that the pension agents are getting $250,- 
000 a year. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 


[Mr. RANDALL] says they will get $500,000. 


The gentlemen certainly speak without having | 


the figures before them. 


Mr. RANDALL. I said the cost of it under | 


your plan would be $500,000. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. To whom do we propose 
to pay one cent except to the pension agents? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetis. Who will 
pay the fees for the vouchers? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will come to that di- 
rectly. I have the official figures here from the 
Department, by which it appears that during 
the last year there was paid to pension agents 
for disbursing this large amount of money the 
sum of $191,460. Those are the figures from 
the Department. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Lawrence] says $250,000. I ask him 
his authority for that statement. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. The Commissioner of 
Pensions, who now sits near me. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have the figures from 
the Department before me, which I think will 
not be disputed by any one. Insome remarks 
that I made some time ago in this House, I 
placed the amount of such expenditure at 
$200,000; I said: that it had never exceeded 
that amount. Then, how is this amount dis- 
tributed? No pension agent can get over 
$4,000 a year; that is the limit which the law 
fixes at the present time, and the committee 
do not propose to disturb that limit. Hach 
agent is to be limited to $4,000, he to pay the 
otce rent, clerk hire, and every other expense 
attending the running of his office. That is 
all he gets; if he disburses more, he gets the 
same; if he disburses less, then he gets less. 
It cannot exceed $4,000, and may not exceed 


$500. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Will not the fees pro. 


vided for by this billi—— 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will reach that point 
soon. Direct instructions were given by this 
House to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
to report a bill whereby all these fees now paid 
to outside parties shall be paid by the Govern- 
ment. The House instructed the committee 
to so report, and we have doneso. Now, what 
do we popo Under this quarterly system 
aboutfourand a quarter millions of these vouch- 
ers must be prepared each year. -That isa big 
job. The bill of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Burien] abont doubles that 
number. The bill of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. Cress] proposes the same. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawsenog] pro- 
poses to limit the number of vouchers to the 
limit fixed by the bill of the committee; that 
is about four million four hundred thousand of 


these vouchers are to be prepared each year at’ 


the offices of the pension agents, sent by them 
to the pensioners, and when returned by them 
drafts are drawn upon the Treasury for the 
various amounts due to the pensioners. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. My bill 
does not require that system of vouchers. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. For doing that work the 


House has said that the Government should 
pay instead of the pensioners. In this bill we 
propose that the Government shall pay the 
pension agents for the preparation of vouch- 
ers and all other matters the sum of thirty 
cents per voucher, out of which he must pay 


i! six cents postage, which amount goes back into 


the Treasury. 
Mr. PROSSER. Will the gentleman allow 


| me to ask a question? 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Certainly. 
Mr. PROSSER. Where is the necessity for 
paying this fee of thirty cents to the pension 
agent for the prepapetion of these vouchers? 
According to the best calculation which I can 


| make the fees for the preparation of these 


vouchers for Philadelphia alone would amount 
to $23,498, and for other places in the country 
they would be in proportion. Now, I desire 
to know if the gentleman proposes to add that 
amount to the compensation of the pension 
agents? 

Mr.. BENJAMIN. We propose to pay in 
proportion to the number of vouchers pre- 


‘pared. The fee is to be thirty cents, including 


ostage, which will be at least six cents, and 
in some instances nine cents. Therefore these 
agents cannot get more than twenty-four cents 
in any instance. I would inform the gentle- 
man that the Pennsylvania agency will have 
to prepare thirty thousand vouchers in every 
year, and a large force must necessarily be 
employed in doing all this work. The amount 
which we propose to pay for this service is less 
than one half of what is now the legal fee for 
doing the same work. 

Mr. PROSSER. The number of pensions 
paid in the city of Philadelphia is less than 
twenty thousand. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. By imposing this work 
on the pension agents it will cost the Govern- 
ment a considerable sum of money, but noth- 
ing like the amount stated by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ranpau..] Accord- 
ing to a calculation which was prepared with 
reference to the original bill, which contem- 
plated semi-annual payments, the cost to the 
Government, including commissions to the 
pension agents, would be $300,000 all told. 

Mr. RANDALL. I would like to ask the 
gentleman a question. Why is he so anxious 
to continue these pension agents when the pen- 
sioners are unanimously appealing to us to do 
away with them? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. RANDALL] and the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] had 
time to read the five hundred letters which I 
have in my desk from pensioners all over the 
country; neither of them would get up and say 
here that pensioners all over the country are 
demanding the abolition of these agencies. 

Mr. RANDALL. I can speak for Phila- 
delphia. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Let me say right here 


that the Committee on Invalid Pensions, after | 


examining this matter fully, estimating all the 
cost and listening to all the statements of pen- 
sioners and other parties interested, are unani- 
mous in reporting the bill. The Secretary of 
the Interior, of whose Department the Pension 
Bureau is a branch, together with the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, recommends the pas- 
sage of the bill, and condemns the various 
propositions which are antagonized to it, 

In addition to that, the Postmaster General 
to whose Department it is proposed to transfer 
this duty, informs us that although that project 
may be practicable, yet it must necessarily result 
in a larger expense to the Government, and 
in inevitable delay in carrying it out. Hvery- 
body knows that to constitute two or three 
thousand officers with whom accounts must be 
opened at the Departments, will necessarily 
throw upon these Departments an immense 
amount of work. I have the authority of the 
Department for saying that five hundred addi- 
tional clerks would be required in the office of 
the Commiasioner of Pensions alone, to carry 


out the provisions of either of the substitutes 
which are offered to this bill. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Anybody who says that 
does not understand his business. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Any one 
who says it is not fit for his place. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been seconded and the main question ordered. 
The first questiou is upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Lawrence. ] 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The next amendment is 
that offered by the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Cress. } 

Mr. CREBS. The substitute which I have 
offered is almost exactly the same as that of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bur- 
ae the only difference being that his pro- 
vides for bimonthly payments, while mine pro- 
poses to make the payments quarterly. As I 
prefer his proposition to mine, I withdraw my 
substitute. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question is next upon 
the substitute offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. RANDALL. ] 

The substitute was not agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The next question is upon 
the substitute proposed by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Bur.er. ] 

The substitute was read, as follows: 


That from and after the 1st day of January, of the 
year 1871, all pensions to which the pensioners of the 
United States may by law be entitled shall bedueand 
payable to them bimonthly, at the county seats of 
each and every county and at tho seat of justice in 

arishes of the several States and Territories of the 

nion in which said pensioners may at the time be 
domiciled, on the first days in the months of Jan- 
uary, March, May, July, September, and November 
in each and every year, except when the first days 
of the said months may fall on Sundays, and in such 
cases then on the next days thereafter; and in the 
District of Columbia payment. shall be made at the 
one of the Commissioner of Pensions, and not else- 
where. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several 
postmasters at the county seats of countios and at 
the seat of justice in parishes of the several States 
and Territories of the Union are hereby made and 
constituted ex aficio pension agents of the United 
States, and shall, in addition to the bonds now re- 
quired by law, be further required to enter into ad- 
ditional bond in a penal sum not exceeding $5,000, 
payable to the United States of America, condi- 
tioned for the faithful performance of all the duties 
required of them by this act, which bond shall have 
one or more sureties, to be approved by the collector 
of internal revenue of the United States in the dis- 
trict in which said county may be located, or by a 
judge of a State courtexercising common-law juris- 
diction over the county or parish where such post- 
master and ex officio pension agont may reside; and 
such bond shall be obtained from the postmaster by 
the Commissioner of Pensions, who shall keep the 
game on file in his office. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That such post- 
mastess and ex officio pension agents shall be re- 
quired to make payment, in the mode hereinafter 
provided, of all pensions due in their respective 
counties or parishes, to such pensioners as may be 
domiciled or permancntly resident therein, and to 
none others; such payment to be made on or before 
thethird daysofsaid months ofJanuary, March, May, 
July, September, and November, in each and every 
year, or as soon thereafter as practicable, free of any 


! charge whatever to the pensioners; and forsuch ser- 


vice the postmaster and ez officio pension agent shall 
receive for each payment so made by him the sum: 
of thirty cents, to be paid to such postmaater by the 
Commissioner of Pensions. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all the neces- 
sary vouchers upon which pensions are to be paid 
shall be prepared at the office of the Commissioner 
of Pensions, under his direction, and he is hereby 
authorized to employ such additional elerks as may 
be required by him to carry this act into effect, not, 
however, exceeding ———, and that such youchers 
so prepared, together with a complete list of all pen- 
sioners in each county or parish, shall be transmit- 
ted by mail to the postmaster and ex oficio pension 
agent in such county one month before the several 
days on which pensions are due and p le under 
the provisions of this act. i : 

Sxc. 5. And be it further enacted, Thatimmediately 
on the receipt of the vouchers and the list of pension~ 
ers, ag provided in section four of this act, it shall 
bethe duty of the postmaster and ex o, pension 
agent residing at the county seat to make inquiry 
and examination as to the correctness of the list fur- 
nished him as provided in section four of this act, 
and to this end he may require all pensioners to 
exhibit to him their pension certificates, either by 
themselves or by some friend, who must swear before 
such postmaster and ex officio pension ent that he 
received it from such pensioner, that heis personally 
acquainted with him or her, and that the pensioner, 


3430 


on the day of the exhibition of his or her pension 
certificate to tho postmaster, is a resident of the 
county; and such friend must also state, under oath 
or affirmation, how long such residence has contin- 
nod; and ifthe pensioner haschanged domicile since 
helastreceived payment, of what county and State he 
was last a resident; and said postmaster and ex officio 
pension agent is hereby further authorized to examine 
any pensioner or other witness, under oath, to fully 


satisty himself as to their identity and tho claim of 


the formerto pension; and after thus fully examining 
the list of pensioners furnished him, and making 
such corrections, if any he may find to be proper, 
carefully noting deathsand removals, and, in the lat- 
tercase, the State or Territory and county, if known, 


to which the pensioner has removed, and any other : 


information which may from time to time be re- 
quired of him by the Commissioner of Pensions, he 
shall, at least ten days before the day for payin 
pensions, as provided in this act, return said list o 
pensioners, corrected by him as aforesaid, by mail 
to the Commissioner of Pensions. 


Src. 6. And be st further enacted, That on the re- . 


etipt of the pension list as aforesaid by the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions he shall carefully examine and 
file the same away in his office, and shall, without 
delay, make out in the name of each pensioner o 
draft or check on the Assistant Treasurer of 
York, or the Assistant Treasurer nearest theresidence 
of the pensioner, for the exact sum due to the latter 
at such bimonthly payment, and shall transmit such 
drafts or checks for all pensioners in the county, to 
the postmaster and ex oficio pension agent of the 
- county, who, upon receipt thereof, shall deliver to 
each pensioner the draft or check intended for him, 
taking his receipt upon the voucher for the amount 
thereof, and he shall transmit such voucher to the 
Commissioner of Pensions, after having caused the 
saine to be duly executed in such manner and form 
as tho latter may prescribe; and the said Commis- 
sioner shall be required 
proved sureties, tothe United Statesin the pen 


of — dollars conditioned for his accounting faith- 


f New i 


fully forall moneys placed in his official control orcus- | 


tody under the provisions of this act, and. for the | 


correct disbursement of all sums which he is required 


to pay out in pursuance. thereof, and all such pay- ji 


to execute a bond, with ap- |: 
alsum |: 


provisions of this bill shall be paid to them twice in 
each year by the Commissioner of, Pensions out of 
the annual appropriation for pensions, by means of 
drafts or checks payable to their order, drawn upon 
an Assistant Treasurer of the United States; and it 
is hereby made the duty of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions to state in his annual report the whole number 
of pensionerson the rolls; the number in each branch 


of the service; the number of pensioners paid at each 


' of the different rates; the number added to the rolls 


' during the year; the number dropped therefrom by | 


` amount paid for pensions 
: separate amou 


: proof, and make the payment to eac 
`. Provided, That in addition to the com 


ments made by him shall be carefully examined and : 


audited by the Third Auditor of the Treasury, with | 


whom all vouchers therefor shall be filed by the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, after he shall haveduly noted 
and recorded thesame; and the said Commissioner 
is hereby authorized to make requisition upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury, which reguisition must 
be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, for so 
much of the annual amount appropriated out of the 
Treasury for the payment of pensions as may be 
required for each bimonthly payment of pensions, 
as provided in thisact; and it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish the said 
Commissioner, upon such approved requisition, with 
a warrant or warrants for the amount thereof, drawn 
upon any Assistant Treasurer of the United States 
whom he may designate therein. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the post- 
masters and ez officio pension agents provided for 
in this act are hereby authorized to administer all 
oaths and affirmations that may be required by the 
said Commissioner in preparing the vouchers, orto 
administer any other oaths or affirmations that may 
be necessary under the provisions of this act, and they 
are authorized to use the post-marking stamp of their 
respective offices to verify their signatures to all 
papers relative to pensions er the payment thereof; 
and at all post offices where the annual salary of the 
postmaster equals or exceeds $1,000 the chief cler 
of such post office, or other clerk or clerks regularly 
employed therein, who may be specially designated 
for the purpose by the postmaster thereof, are hereby 
also authorized to administer such oaths or affirm - 
atidhs; and any pensioner or witness who shall 
swear falsely, or who shall make a false affirmation 
to any voucher, or any other written or printed in- 
strument, made necessary or proper by the provis- 
ions of this bill, shall be deemed guilty of perjury, 
and on conviction thereof shall be imprisoned not 
Jess than one or more than three years, in the dis- 
cretion of the court orjury trying the case. 


SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That hereafter || 


no pension shall be paid to any person other than 
the pensioner entitled thereto, nor otherwise than 
according to the provisions of this act, and no war- 
rant, power ofattorney, or other paper executed or 
purporting to be exeented by any pensioner to any 
attorney, claim agent, broker, or other person, shall 
be recognized by the Commissioner of Pensions, nor 
shall any pension be paid thereon: Provided, That 
payment to persons laboring under legal disabilities 
may be made to the guardians of such persons in the 
manner herein prescribed: And provided further, 
That pensions payable to persons in foreign coun- 
tries may be made according to the provisions of 
existing laws. k 

Sec. 9. And be it further enucted, That any post- 
master and ex officio pension agent who knowingly, 
willfully, or for the purpose of defrauding the United 
States Government, or of aiding therein, shall aid, 
abet, advise, or assist any person or persons, by 
means of false personation or false swearing, or in 
any other.way or manner, to procure a pension or 
any payment whatever of a pension from the United 
States Government, shall be deomed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and on conviction tnereof shall be fined 
in any sam not less than $100 nor more than $1,000, 
and -be imprisoned not exceeding two years, in the 
discretion of the court or jury trying the case. 
. Beo. 10. And be tt further enacted, That the com- 

pensations to be made to the postmasters, and ex 
officio pension agents, 


for their services under the | 


or other cause; the total 
S during the year, and the 
I nt paid to postmasters and ex officio 
pension agents for their services rendered under the 
provisions of this act. ; ; 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That in cases 
where from sicknes or any physical disability pen- 
sioners cannot come personally to the county seat 
for payment of pensions, the postmaster and ex officio 
pension agent is hereby required to go or to cause 

is clerk, if empowered by this act to administer 
oaths, to go to their residence and take the necessary 
h pensioner: 
pensation to 
be made to the postmaster by the Commissioner of 
Pensions under the provisions of this bill, he shall 
be permitted to charge such pensioner ten cents a 
wile for going or sending an authorized clerk to his 
or her place of residence. 

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That the office 
of agent forthe payment of pensions as now, pro- 
vided by jaw, from and after the date when this act 
shall go into effect, be, and the same is hereby, abol- 
ished, and that all acts and parts of acts in conflict 
with tho provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 13. And be tt further enacted, That this act shall 
take effect and be in force from and after the Ist day 
of January, 1871. 

I offer 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
this as a substitute for the first six sections of 
the bill of the committee. The other sections 


reason of death, marriage, 


` of the bill of the committee contain provisions 


in reference to other matters. I desire to ask 
a parliamentary question. If my substitute be 
adopted and the bill is then ordered to a third 


| reading, will it not bein order for me to move 


to recommit the bill so it may be perfected? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The previous question, 
which now operates, will be exhausted on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a 
third time. The motion to recommit will then 
be in order; but the Chair will have to recog- 
nize the gentleman from Missouri, who has 
charge of the bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. I demand the yeas and 
nays. Iwish to test the question between those 
who wish to abolish the pension agents and 
those who wish to continue them. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
22, noes 91. : 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. BENJAMIN demanded the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOHN C. ABERCROMBIE. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported back a bill (S. No. 


759) granting a pension to John C. Abercrom- | 


bie, with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of John C. Abercrombie, 
late lieutenant colonel eleventh regiment Iowa 
infantry volunteers, upon the pension-roll at 
the rate of thirty dollars per month, from and 
after the date of the passage of this act. 

The bill was ordered toa third reading; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 

assed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MINOR CHILDREN OF SYLVESTER DREYER. 
Mr. BENJAMIN, from the same committee, 
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i of May, 1865,” 


| vote by which the bill was passed; and 


May 12, 


also reported back a bill (S. No. 546) for the 
reliefofthe minor children of Sylvester Dreyer, 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to transfer the pension granted to Catherine 
Dreyer, widow of Sylvester Dreyer, late pri- 
vate company H, tenth regiment Minnesota 
volunteers, by an act approved March 1, 1869, 
to the minor children of the same, subject to 
the provisions of the pension laws. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider he laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REBECCA SCIIUMAKER. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the same committee, 
also reported back a bill (S. No. 846) granting 
a pension to Rebecca Schumaker, with an 
amendment. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of Rebecca Schumaker, 
widow of Absalom Schumaker, late a private 
in company I, twenty-first regiment Ohio vol- 
unteers, on the pension-roll of the United 
States, and pay her a pension at the rate of 
eight dollars a month, commencing the 7th of 
June, 1862. 

The amendment of the committee was to 
strike out ‘‘ commencing the 7th of June, 
1862,” and insert ‘‘during her widowhood, 
from and after the passage of this act.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third 
reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOUN COONAN. 


Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back the bill (S. No. 865) 
increasing the pension of John Coonan, with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Interior to increase the 
pension of John Coonan, late sergeant in com- 
pany A, eighteenth regiment of New York cav- 
alry, from eight to fifteen dollars per month, 
from the date of the passage of this act. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


' on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
WILLIAM B. LOONEY. 


Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back the bill (S. No. 14 


7 
| granting a pension to William B. Looney, ot 
| Alabama, with an amendment. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to place on the pension-roll, subject to the pro- 
visions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of William B. Looney, of Alabama, late 
a scout inthe service of the United States, and 
to pay him at the rate of eight dollars a month, 
to commence on the 8th day of May, 1865. 

The amendment reported by the committee 
was to strike. out the words ‘‘on the 8th day 
and to insert in lieu thereot, 
after the word “month,” the words ‘‘ from 
and after the passage of this act.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be read 
a third time ; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 


Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 


sg 


1870. 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
© J. R. CALLAHAN. 
Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported back the bill (S. No. 453) granting 
a pension to J. R. Callahan, of Chariton, Iowa ; 


and moved that the committee be discharged | 


from the further consideration of the same, 


and that it be referred to the Committee on | 


Revolutionary Pensions and War of 1812. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CLARK HALL. 


Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same commit: |; 


tee, reported back the bill (S. No. 628) granting 
a pension to Clark Hall; and moved that the 
committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the same, and that it be referred 
io the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
and War of 1812. 
The motion was agreed to. 
ADVERSE REPORT. 


Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 


mittee, reported nieme y on the bill (S. No. | 
a 


102) for the relief of the daughters of General 
Charles F. Smith, deceased ; and the same was 
laid on the table. 

W.C. PICKENS. 


Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1988) grant- 
ing a pension to W. C. Pickens; which was 
read a first and second time. í 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior | 


to place on the. pension-roll, subject to the 
provisions and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of W. C. Pickens, of Blount county, 
State of Tennessee, who was disabled by a gun- 
shot wóund received while in the service of the 
United States, on the night of the 7th Novem- 
ber, 1861, and to pay him a pension from and 
after the passage of this act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ANNA F. HART. 


Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1989) grant- 
ing a pension to Anna F. Hart; which was 
read a first and second time. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
toplace upon the pension-roll, subject to the pro- 
visions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of Anna F. Hart, minor child of Byron 
Hart, deceased, who was acting as assistant sur- 
geon in the Army of the United States, and to 
pay to her legally-appointed guardian the sum 
of twenty dollars per month, to commence from 
and after the passage of this act, and to con- 
tinue till she attains the age of sixteen years. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NANCY ANNE SPURGEON. 


Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1990) grant- 
ing a pension to Nancy Anne Spurgeon, widow 
of Josiah Spurgeon; which was read a first 
and second time. : 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interio 
to place on the pension-roll, subject to the 
provisions and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of Nancy Anne Spurgeon, widow of 
Josiah Spurgeon, of Lewis county, Missouri, 
at the rate of $8 per month, to commence at 
the date of the passage of this act, and to con- 
tinue during her widowhood. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Are there 
written reports with all these bills? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There isa written report 
with every bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I should 
like to hear the report in this case read. 

The report was read. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 


| accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid : 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MARGARET C. WELLS. 
Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 


` mittee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1991) grant- 


_ ing a pension to Margaret C. Wells, of Lexing- | 


| 


i 
| 


{ 
1i 
li 


ton, Missouri; which was read a first and 


; second time. 
i The question was upon ordering the bill to ` 
be engrossed and read a third time. 


The bill was read, It directs the Secretary 


` of the Interior to place upon the pension-roll, 


subject to the provisions and limitations of the 


company I 
militia, and 
the passage of this act. 

r. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
the reading of the report. 

The report was read. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 


I call for 


: vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
i moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


the table. 
The latter motion was sgreed to. 


MARGARET A. HYDE. 
Mr. BENJAMIN, from the same committee, 
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hue, widow of George Donahue, late a private 
in company D, eleventh Massachusetts regi- 
ment, at the rate of eight dollars a month, to 
commence from and after the passage of this 
act and continue during her widowhood. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ROBERT W. SIMMONS. 
Mr. BENJAMIN, from the same committee, 


' reported a bill (H. R. No. 1994) granting a 


pension to Robert W. Simmons; which was 
read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place upon the pension-roll, subject 
to the provisions and limitations of the pen- 
sion laws, the name of Robert W. Simmons, 


: late a corporal company B, second regiment 
. Pennsylvania heavy artillery. 


: pension laws, the name of Margaret C. Wells, . 
widow of James G. L. Wells, late a sergeant in 
second regiment Missouri State | 
pay her a pension from and after . 


reported a bill (H. R. No. 1992) granting a . 


ension to Mrs. 

enry W. Hyde, late an assistant paymaster 
United States Navy; which was read a first 
and second time. : 


The question was upon ordering the bill to © 


be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Is this a 
Missouri case? I observe that most of the 
others are. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. No; this is a New Jersey 


case. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place on the pension-roll, 
subject to the provisions and limitations of 
the pension laws, the name of Margaret A. 
Hyde, widow of Henry W. Hyde, late an assist- 
ant paymaster in the United States Navy, and 


pay her a pension corresponding with the rank ; 


of her late husband, to commence from the 
passage of this act and continue during her 
widowhood. ; 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved thatthe motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. í 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOSEPHENE DONAHUE. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1993) granting a pen- 
sion to Josephene Donahue; which was read 
a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This is a Massachusetts 
case. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place upon the pension-roll, 
subject to the provisions and limitations of the 
pension laws, the name of Josephene Dona- 


argaret A. Hyde, widow of ; 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read thethird time, and passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MRS. LUCIA MARDEN. 
Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 


same was laid on the table. 
CHILDREN OF COMMANDER WILLIAMS. 
Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with the recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass, the bill (H. R. No. 
1673) granting a pension to the minor children 


` of the late Commander Edward P. Williams, 


who perished in the United States steamer 
Oneida; and the same was laid on the table. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the game com- 


: mittee, reported adversely on the following 


petitions, &c.; and the same were laid on the 
table: 

The petition of Captain Norman Comstock, 
of Coles county, Illinois, for a pension ; 

_ The memorial of Mrs. C. Lamber for a pen- 
sion; 

The memorial of the Legislature of Wiscon- 
sin, asking for extra pension to Richard D. 
Dunphrey; 

The petition of James Dailey, late a private 
in company G sixty-ninth Pennsylvania volun- 


i teers, for a pension; 


The petition of John Hamilton, late ser- 
geant company F, eighth Missouri volunteer 
infantry, for a pension; and 

The petition of Mrs. Casa M. Edmison, 
widow of Thomas Edmison, late a private in 
company A, first Georgia State troops, for a 
pension. 

LIZZIE A. MOWER. 


Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1995) grant- 
ing a pension to Lizzie A. Mower; which was 
read a first and second time. , 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to place on the pension- 


‘roll, subject to the provisions and limitations 


of the pension laws, the name of Lizzie A. 
Mower, widow of Brevet Major General Joseph 


! A. Mower, of the United States Army, and 


pay her a pension at the rate of fifty dollars 


| per month daring her widowhood, from and 


after the passage of this act. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MRS. ANNIE L. NAYES. 


Mr. BENJAMIN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with a recommendation 
that the same do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 1052) 
to increase the pension of Mrs. Annie L. Hayes, 
widow of Brigadier General Alexander Hayes, 
who was killed in the battle of the Wilderness, 
May 5, 1864. 

‘The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and oad a third time. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 

ension of Mra. Annie ayes, widow of 

rigadier General Alexander Hayes, late of 
the United States Army, volunteers, who was 
killed in the battle of the Wilderness on the 
5th of May, 1864, shall be increased to fifty 
dollars per month, commencing from the date 
of the death of her said husband. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and- 


read athird time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JOSEPH DAMSON. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am directed by the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions to report back 
the bill (H. R. No. 1418) granting a pension 
to Joseph Damson, of Virginia, and to move 
that the committee be discharged from its fur- 
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visions of the general bill which has been passed 
this evening. The great majority of. the bills 


propose to allow arrears of pension in cases 
where parties failed to make application within 
the five years allowed by law. The bill passed 


| by the House extends the time to ten years. | 
If there be no objection, | 


The SPEAKER. 
the Committee will be discharged from the : 


` consideration of the bills, and they will be laid 
© on the table. 


There was no objection. 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, 
reported adversely upon the following; which 
were laid on the table: 

A bill (H. R. No. 548) granting a pension 
to Ursina Fletch; and 


Papers in the case of Maria Pratt, of Greene ` 


county, Pennsylvania. 
HORACE CLOUGH. 
Nr. BENTON also, from the same com- 


mittee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1996) grant- 


ing a pension to Horace Clough; which was 
read a first and second time. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior ° 


_ to place on the pension-roll, subject to the pro- 
: vistons and limitations of the pension laws, the 


ther consideration, and thatit be referred tothe | 


Committee on Military Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 
BOUNTY. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I am also directed by 


© also reported abill(H. R. No. 1997) granting a , 


name of Horace Clough, late a private in com- 
pany D, sixth New Hampshire volunteers, and 
to pay him a pension from and after the passage 
of the act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BENTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MINNIE HESSE. 
Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, 


; pension to Minnie Hesse; which was read a 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions to report | 


back the petition of William Vann, of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, and the petition of vol- 
unteers for an amendment of the act in relation 
to bounties, and to move that the committee 
be discharged from their further consideration, 
and that the same be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN C, ABERCROMBIE. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I am also directed bythe | by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 


same committee to move that they be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 


bill (H. R. No. 1229) granting a pension to | 


John C. Abercrombie, late lieutenant colonel 
eleventh regiment Iowa infantry volunteers, 
and that it be laid on the table. A Senate bill 
for the relief of the same person has just been 
passed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr, BENJAMIN, the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions was discharged 
from the further consideration of the following; 
and the same were referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions and War of 1812: 

The petition of the widow of Joseph Mc- 
Manus, praying for a pension on account of 
the services of her late husband as a lieutenant 
of the Tennegsee militia in the war of 1812; 
an 

Papers in the case of John Brower, asking 
a pension for services in the war of 1812. 


ARREARS OF PENSION, ETC. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The Committee on In- 
valid Pensions have directed me to report back 


the two or three hundred bills which I send to |i 


the Clerk’s desk, and to move that the com- 
mittee be discharged from their further con- 
tideration. The cases ‘are covered by the pro- 


first and second time, 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 


‘to place on the pension-roll, subject to the 


provisions and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of Minnie Hesse, widow of Fred- 
erick T. Hesse, late sergeant of company H, 
one hundred and twenty-ninth Illinois volun- 
teers, and to pay her a pension from and after 
the passage of this act. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was ' 


` accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. BENTON moved to reconsider the vote 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. | 


BETSEY ARLIN, 


Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, | 
| also reported a bill (H. R. No. 1998) granting 
i a pension to Betsey Arlin ; which was read g 
i: first and second time. 


The bill, which was read, authorizes and 


directs the Secretary of the Interior to place .. 


upon the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name 
of Betsey Arlin, mother of John Artin, late 
private in company G, sixty-first Massachusetts 
volunteers, from and after the passage of this 


act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BENTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the : 


table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. H 


MARIA PRATT. ! 
Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, 


The bill, which was read, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name 
of Maria Pratt, mother of George W. M. Pratt, 
late a private of company I, sixth Iowa infan- 
try, from and after the passage of this act, 

Mr. DONLEY. I move to strike out the 
words “from and after the passage of this 
act,” and to provide that this pension shall 
commence on the 25th day of November, 1863, 
I do so in justice to a poor woman who gave up 
both husband and son during the late war. 

Mr. BENTON. 
amendment; but I have consented to allow 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to offer it. 

Mr. DONLEY. ‘This poor woman gave up 
both husband and son to the country and she 
deserves some recompense from the Govern- 
ment. If the members of the House under- 
stand the facts of the ease I am sure they will 
make no objection to the adoption of the 
amendment. This is a case of peculiar hard- 


ship. 

Mr, BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I should 
like to hear the report read. 

Mr. DONLEY. This bill gives her a pen- 
sion of eight dollars a month from and after 
the passage of this act. f 

It appears from the report of the commit- 
tee, which was read, that Maria Pratt was a 
widow at the time her son George W. M. Pratt 
was killed at the battle of Missionary Ridge, 
in Tennessee, November 25, 1863. She was 
the mother of four children, and was, and is 
still, in indigent circumstances. Her son when 
killed was only twenty years of age. He was 
a good soldier and a dutiful son. His mother 
relied on him mainly for support. 

Mr. DONLEY. ` As I have said, this is a 
case of peculiar hardship. In 1861 the eldest 
gon of this widow enlisted in the sixth Iowa 
infantry. In 1862 her husband, who had been 
giving all his time to the sick and wounded 
soldiers in the hospitals at St. Louis and other 

oints, received a letter from a colonel of an 
owa regiment, asking bim to come to the 
front where he would be commissioned as the 
chaplain of the regiment. He started with let- 
ters of recommendation from Governor Kirk- 
wood and others, but was murdered at Helena, 
Arkansas. In a week he would bave been 
commissioned as chaplain and entitled to a 
cnsion as having been killed in the service. 
Fhe son was killed on the 25th of November, 
1863, at the battle of Missionary Ridge. This 
' widow is poor and in indigent circumstances, 
as the committee reports. I know this to ba 
the fact of my own knowledge. For the reason 

I have given she has been for years asking for 
. a pension, Her claim was in the pension de- 

artment before the five years had expired; 

ut through some enna or other defect she 
has failed to obtaina pension. She has been 
out in Iowa among strangers, no one outside 
' of the family being able to prove that her son 
= was her main support after the death of her 
' husband. 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. 
| the facts in the case are as stated by the gen- 
. tleman from Pennsylvania; but the House will 
remember that every bill passed to-night has 
‘| been in the same shape as this one was reported 
| from the committee. The committee have uni- 
|| formly reported these bills—not only every one 
1 we have reported to-night, but every one we 
| have reported prior to this time—to take effect 
| from and after the passage of theact. Itseems 
| right that a uniform rule in this respect should 
i; apply to all cases, and the committee accord- 
l! ingly have adopted a uniform rule. It would 
be unjust to numerous other parties, who could 
' present claims equally equitable with this, to 


: make this an exceptional case. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. Speaker, I have ex- 
| amined the papers in this case with great care, 
' and I think Iam better acquainted with tho 


also reported a bill (H. R. No. 1999) granting 
a pension to Maria Pratt; which was read a | 


first and second time. ‘ji tbe gentleman 


facts than any other gentleman here, except 
from Pennsylvania. who is in- 


I do not agree to this - 


I have no doubt that ~ 


1870. 
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terested in this case in favor of a former resi- 
dent of his district. : 

As has been stated by the chairman of the 
committee, we have adopted as the rule in all 
cases to make the pension date from the passage 
of the act. Of course we must find the case to 
bea meritorious one or we would notrecommend 
a pension at all, In this case application was 


made to the department for a pension under | 


existing laws, and the party was. not able to 
prove that any assistance had actually been 
rendered by the son. And although his letters 
were of a nature to show that he probably 
would have assisted his mother to the extent 
of his means if he had lived, he never did 
actually afford her any direct, positive aid. 


Therefore it has seemed to the committee that 3 
it is right and just that the pension should be |: 
pon to this party the same as to other par- | 


ies, 80 as to take effect from the date of the 
act. 


have been denied any pensions at all whose 
claims may have been quite as meritorious as 
those in this instance. 


The question was taken on Mr. Donizy’s | 


amendment; and there were, on a division— 
ayes twenty-five, noes not counted. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and | 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 

accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. BENTON moved to reconsider the vote 

by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the | 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DAWES. I move that the House do i 


now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
. (at ten o'clock and five minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. ATWOOD: The petition of A. L. 
Chapin, S. J. Todd, and others, citizens of 
Beloit, Wisconsin, asking for the abrogation 
of legacy and succession taxes. 

By Mr. BEAMAN: The remonstrance of 
Jared Freeman and 81 others, purchasers of 
lands granted to the Amboy, Lansing, and 
Traverse Bay Railroad Company, against a 
change of the line of said road. 

Also, the remonstrance of H. J. Alvord, for 
the same purpose. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The memorial of John 
Dickerson and 56 others, colored citizens and 
electors of the city of Circleville, Pickaway 
county, Ohio, who had been illegally deprived 
of their rights of suffrage, praying for the pas- 
sage of an act for the better enforcement of 
the fifteenth amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States, and the redress of like 
grievances. 

By Mr. BUCKLEY: The petition of Kay, 
Foree & Lapsley, and 24 others, citizens of 
Selma, Alabama, asking Congress to pass a 
law allowing the importation of pig lead from 

oreign countries free of duty. 

_By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: The memo- 
rial of Major J. W. Powell, praying for an 
appropriation to continue the exploration of. 
the Colorado river. Fa 8 

Also, the memorial of Thomas Donnelly, 
of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, praying for an 
amendment of the thirtieth section of the 
national currency act. ; 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Silas 
W. Tobey and 13 others, of Hudson, New 
York ; of George L. Morris and 27 others, of 
Chatham Village, New York; of James La- 
throp and 43 others, of Kinderhook, New 
York; and of J. Wesley Stark and 28 others, 


We see no reason why this should be | 
singled out to be made an exceptional case. |. 
We must be not only generous, but just Many j; 


of Pawling, New York, all for the repeal of 
the duty on pig lead. 

By Mr. LASH: The petition of Haywood 
Venable, a citizen of Stokes county, North 
Carolina, praying for removal of disabilities. 

Also, the petition of W. H. Roysler, a citi- 


: zen of Person county, North Carolina, praying 
| for removal of disabilities. 


By Mr. VAN WYCK: The petition of 


, Michael Maher, praying for bounty. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
NAN, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 


` approved. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


visions of the preëmption laws tothe Territory 


of Colorado, and for other purposes, was read « 
_ twice by its title, and referred to the Committee | 
' on Public Lands, 


AGRICULTURAL REPORT OF 1868. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


i Senate the following concurrent resolution of 
: the House of Representatives ; and it was re- i 
j ferred to the Committee on Printing: | 
Resolved, That there be printed of the agricultural 
report of 1868 such an additional extra number as | 
i : ing Congress to perfect his title to certain lands 


will be required to give the members of the House 
from those States not represented in the Fortieth 


Congress the same number as were assigned to the |! 


members of the House from such States as are now | to the Committee on Public Lands, 


so represented. 
INVITATION. 


Mr. PRATT. I present an invitation by a 


committee on behalf of the ‘ Washington Tar- 
get-Shooting Association,” of the District of 
Columbia, requesting the attendance of the 
Senate at their park grounds, on Seventh street, 


north of General O. O. Howard’s, on Monday : 
next, 16th instant, at four o’clock p. m., on the `i 
occasion of the laying of the corner-stone of | 


th ttob d d : : : 
P TTO ont Re PEROU eo ne meman oE: taxes are levied by the Indian tribes in the 


Baron Steuben. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The invitation 
will be laid on the table. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr.TRUMBULL. Ihave received and been 


objecting to the passage of what is known as 


institutions. - I move the reference of the me- 
morial to the Committee on Territories. 
The motion was agreed to. 


in the Mississippi valley. I ask that the reso- 


Tution may be read and printed. It isa short : 
‘| trict of Columbia, to whom were referred the 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom | 
Illinois desires the resolution of the Illinois | 
constitutional convention to be reported by the ` 


resolution. 


Secretary. : . f 
. The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, That we. the representatives of the peo- 


ple of the State of Tlinois, in constitutional conven- | 
tion assembled, do hereby recommend to our repre- | 


sentatives in the Congress of the United States, and 
request of them that they labor to secure the removal 
of the national capital to some point in the Missi 
sippi valley. - ; 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that it lie o 
the table and be printed. i 
The motion was agreed to. 


- Mr. CHANDLER presented the memorial | 


of Charles Rush and others, sellers of house- 
hold wringers in Michigan, remonstrating 


|! 
if 
li 


< Indian country. 


i law, as they think. 
the ‘‘ Cullom bill,” in regard to mattersin Utah, | i 7 
alleging that the bill in many of its features | 
is oppressive and inconsistent with our free | 


i| fered with. 
| referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ihave also received a |; 
resolution passed by the constitutiopal conven- ‘; 
tion of the State of Illinois, reconfmending to ` 
their representatives in the Congress of the | 
‘United States that they labor to secure the 
removal of the national capital to some point | 


881S- 


against the extension of John Young’s patent 
for washing and wringing machines; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the memorial | 
of H. Beatty and others, sellers of household 
wringers, of Masillon, Ohio, remonstrating 
against the extension of John Young’s patent 
for washing and wringing machines; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a memorial, 
numerously signed by the tax-payers and busi- 
ness men, and best men, I may say with pro- 
priety, in this city, remonstrating against any 


; action by Congress, authorizing the city of 
© Washington to become indorser or guarantor 
: in any way for railroad or similar schemes. 
‘ As one of the bills to which this applies has 
, been reported, I ask that the memorial lie on 
, the table; and I beg the Secretary to put it in 


| tion with the Point Lookout rail- 
The bill (H. R. No. 1986) to extend the pro- ' road bill, that it may be considered in conna 


road bill, that it may be considered in connec- 
tion with that bill when it comes up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The memorial 
will lie on the table. 

Mr. FOWLER presented the petition of 


Calvin Jones, of Somerville, Fayette county, 


Tennessee, praying the removal of his political 


| disabilities; which was referred to the select 


Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 


| abilities. 


Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of 
James V. Boughner, of West Virginia, pray- 


in the State of Missouri; which was referred 


Mr. POMEROY. Iam charged with the 
resentation of a memorial from about one 
undred citizens in the southern part of the 
State of Kansas, headed by Mr. George S. 
Weaver, in. which they represent that they are 


unable to drive cattle from Texas through the 


Indian country into the State of Kansas, to put 
them on the railroads to be sent to Chicago 
and other eastern cities, because of the taxes 
levied on them by the Indians. They repre- 
sent that onerous, illegal, and extortionate 


The matter has been before 
the several Departments. It has been before 
the Attorney General, the Secretary of the 


i Interior, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


' and now finally they appeal to Congress to 
requested to present a memorial of Day, Allen | Variviog th ae 


& Co.; John N. Farwell & Co., and others, ' 
citizens and merchants of the city of Chicago, || 


i be protected in driving their cattle across tha 


Indian country from Texas against the taxes 
levied by the Indian authorities in violation of 
I commend this subject to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and I hope 
that they will report, and that we shall pass 
some résolution f which the trade in cattle 
through Texas to Kansas shall not be inter- 
I move that this memorial be 


The motion was agreed to.’ 


Mr.STOCKTON presenten additional papers 
in relation to the bill (S. No. 886) for the relief 
of Jane Allen Birckhead; which were referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on the Dis- 


bill (S. No. 479) for the suppression of drink- 
ing-houses and tippling-shops in the District 
of Columbia, and the bill (S. No. 502) to regu- 
late the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and to define the persons who 
shall share the responsibility, have directed me 
to report them back, and ask to be discharged 
from their further consideration. ` 

The same committee, to whom were referred 
a very large number of memorials asking for a 
prohibitory law, and alsoremonstrating against 


| it, have had the same under consideration and 
| have direeted me to report back the bill (S. 


No. 548) for the suppression of drinking- houses 
and tippling-shops, and to regulate the sale of 
intoxieating liquors in the District of Colum- 


bia, without amendment. I ask that the com- 
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mittee be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the first two bills, and that the other 
go upon the Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first two 
bills will be indefinitely postponed if there be 
no objection, and the other bill will be placed 
upon the Calendar. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred a peti- 
tion of citizens of New Hampshire, praying an 
appropriation of $30,000, subject to the order 
of Mrs. Josephine S. Griffin, for the relief of 
the poor in the District of Columbia, have had 
the same under consideration, and have directed 
me to report back to the Senate a joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 149) for the temporary relief 


of the poor of the District of Columbia, with |; 
an amendment, the joint resolution being one | 


introduced at a former day by my colleague 
and referred tothe committee. If there be no 
objection I hope the Senate will act on the 
resolution at once. Itis for the temporary 
relief of the poor in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. EDMUN DS. Did we not pass a bill on 
that subject the other day? 

Mr. VICKERS. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Maryland objects. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is no objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Did the Senator 
from Maryland object or not? The Chair 
understood that he did. 

Mr. VICKERS. I did. 

Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on 
Printing, to whom was referred a resolution 
directing that committee to examine the second 
and third parts of the Globe of 1866 and 1867, 
and report what action is necessary to correct 
the misplacement of dates and pages of those 
volumes, submitted a report ; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 


CONDITION OF INDIAN TRIBES. 


Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print 
five hundred extra copies of the letter of the 
Secretary of the Interior to the chairman of 
the Comthitteeon Indian Affairs, communi» 
cating a statement from the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs in relation to all the Indian 
tribes of the United States, have instructed 
me to report it back without amendment, and 
recommend its passage ; and I ask for its present 
consideration. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
considered, and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That five hundred additional copies of 
the report of the Secretary of the Interior to the 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
Senate, communicating a statement of the Commis- 

_sioner of Indian Affairs in relation to all the Indian 


tribes within the bounds of the United States, be 
printed. 


PARIS EXPOSITION REPORT. 


Mr. ANTHONY. The same committee, to 
whom was referred the concurrent resolution 
of the House of Representatives providing that 
two thousand copies of the report of the Paris 
Exposition ordered by the Senate shall be for 
the use of the House, have instructed me to 
report back the resolution with an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute. The reports of 
the Paris /xposition were not printed by the 
House of Representatives, but were printed 
by the Senate; and the House are desirous of 
having some copies of the work. To reset the 
whole would be exceedingly expensive, and 
probably neither the House nor the Senate 
would desire to do that. It seemed to us that 
the only way in which we could meet the wishes 
of the House would be to give them a portion 
of our own. So we have reported a resolution 
that one thousand copies of the three thousand 
remaining for the use of the Senate be given 
to the House, and we also provide in the reso- 
lution for furnishing fifty sopies for the library. 
If there is no objection on the part of any Sen- 
ator, I should like to have the resolution con- 
sidered now. 


| 
| 
| 
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There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following concurrent 
resolution of the House of Representatives : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring.) That two thou- 
sand copies of the report of the Paris Exposition, 
ordered March 3, 1868, be printed for the use of the 
House. 

The amendment of the Committee on Print- 
ing was to substitute the following in lieu of 
the original resolution : 


Resolved, That one thousand extra copies of the 
report of the Paris Exposition, ordered to be printed 


by the Senate on the 3d of March, 1868, be placed at ` 


the disposal of the House of Representatives, and 
that fifty copies be placed in the Congressional Li- 
brary for its foreign exchanges. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous | 
‘ consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 914) for the relief of Sebastian Reichert ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred te 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. ; 
Mr. SAWYER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


915) for the relief of Mrs. Louisa H. Hasell; | 
which was read twice by its title, referred to | 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be | 


printed. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask the consent of | 
the Senate to proceed to the consideration of | 
the bill reported from the Committee on Com- : 


merce yesterday-—— 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us go through the 
morning business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
business has priority. 

Mr. NORTON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


917) granting lands to aid in the construction | 
of a railroad and a branch road in the Territory 


of Dakota, and a certain railroad in the State 
of Minnesota; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER, asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a, bill (S. 


No. 916) supplementary to an act entitled “An ` 


act to protect the citizens of the United States 
in their civil rights, and to furnish the means 
for their vindication,’’ passed April 9, 1866; 
which was read twice by its title. 


Mr. SUMNER. I move the reference of the | 
bill tothe Committee onthe Judiciary, and will | 
add just one word: that as appears by its title ` 

nown familiarly | 


it is supplementary to what is 
as the civil rights act; and it proposes to secure 
equal rights in railroads, steamboats, public 
conveyances, hotels, licensed theaters, houses 
of public entertainment, common schools, and 
institutions of learning authorized by law, 
church institutions, and cemetery associations 
incorporated by national or State authority ; 
also on juries in courts, national and State. 

I will say that when this bill shall become a 
law, as I hope it will very soon, I know noth- 
ing further to be done in the way of legislation 
for the security of equal rights in this Republic. 

I move that the bill.be printed and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FOWLER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 918) for relicf of the East Tennessee Uni- 
versity; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


WASHINGTON RAILROAD SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Mr. CONKLING submitted the following 
resolution ; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Whereas several bills have been referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia providing for 
subscriptions to the extent of several million dol- 
lars by the corporate authorities of the city of Wash- 
ington to the capital stock of certain projected rail- 
road enterprises: Therefore, , 

Be it resolved, That said committee be instracted to 


inquire into and report to the Senate the amount of 
the entire present indebtedness of the corporation 
of the city of Washington, the market value of its 
bonds and scrip, and its financial ability to meet the 
obligations proposed in said bills now pending, and 
to ascertain what further legislation, if any, isneeded 
for the better protection of the interests of the Goy- 
ernment and the proporty of the citizens; and that 
said committee have power if necessary to send for 
persons and papers. 


PIER AT LEWES, DELAWARE. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask the Senate to 
take up the bill reported from the Committee 
on Commerce to aid in the construction of a 
pier at Lewes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
‘ Delaware moves to pass over all other orders 
for the purpose of considering the bill indi- 
cated by him. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It will take but a very 
few minutes. I will not make any remarks, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill (S. No. 888) to aid the Junc- 
tion and Breakwater Railroad Company, in the 
State of Delaware, to construct, in connection 
with said road, a pier in the Delaware bay, at 
or near Lewes, in Sussex county, and State of 
Delaware. 

The Committee on Commerce reported the 
bill with amendments. 

The first amendment was in line seven, after 
the word ‘ Treasury,” to strike out the words 
“arising from the sale of public lands,’’ and 
in line eight, after the word ‘‘ appropriated,” 
to strike out the words ‘‘or out of any money 
‘which may hereafter be paid into the Treasury 

arising from the sale of the public lands;”’ so 

_ that if amended the clause will read: 
That $225,000 be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated to the president, directors, and company of 
. the Junction and Breakwater Railroad Company, in 
the State of Delaware, out of any money now inthe 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to aid the said 
president, directors, and company to construct, in 
connection with the said railroad, a good and sub- 
stantial pier of stone or iron in the Delaware bay, 


at or near Lewes, in Sussex county, and State of 
ıı Delaware. 


+ The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert at the 
end of the bill the following proviso: 

And provided further, That before any part of said 

sum shall be paid satisfactory security shall be given 
i by the State of Delaware to the United States, to be 
: approved by the Secretary of War, that a good and 
substantial pier of stone or iron shall be completed 
in all respects, without further expense to the United 
States, without unnecessary delay. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move to amend the 
amendment by inserting after the word ‘‘given ” 
`. the words ‘‘or caused to be given ;” so that it 

will read, ‘‘ satisfactory security shall be given, 
or caused to be given, by the State of Dela- 
i; ware.” The reason is that the committee is 
|i informed that owing to the non-meeting of the 
| Legislature, in order to make it formally and 


'| technically the security of the State of Dela- 


i| ware, valuable time will be lost. The amend- 
:| ment will enable the State (provided, without 
i: the convention of its Legislature, the State is 
'ı able to do so) to furnish satisfactory security 
to the Secretary of War, although it may not 
| be in form technically the security of the State 
| of Delaware. It may be tantamount and equiva- 


i 


|; lent to that. 


| the State to give? 

‘| Mr. CONKLING. I suppose the State, by 
‘| the action of its Legislature, can give any 
!! security that any other corporate body can 
|| give; and in this case the bonds of a corpor- 
ation, or the bond of individuals justifying in 
| the proper amount, if the Secretary of War was 
|, satisfied that the bond was good, would satisfy 
: the statute. 

, Mr. SHERMAN. Why not allow the com- 
! pany named in the bill to give the security? 

| Mr. CONKLING. There may be a little 
“tisk about that, because, unless the Senator 
' knows more than the committee know about 


the precise status of that company, it might 


| Mr. MORTON. What kind of security is 
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be rather insecure to say that the railroad 
company should give the security. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It occurs to me that the 


game difficulty arisés if the State of Delaware 


is to give this security or cause it to be given. | 


How can it cause it to be given without an act 
of the Legislature? 

Mr. CONKLING. I will say to the Senator 
that itcan be done in this way: if this railroad 
company, for example, isa solvent corporation, 


and at the instance of the State of Delaware, | 
no matter how irregularly, or according to the © 
suggestion the Senator has made'now, the rail- |! 
road company come forward with a bond and , 
proffer it, which bond the Secretary of War | 
accepts, that is good to all intents and pur- | 


poses, and the State of Delaware has caused it to , 


be done although its Legislature has not met, and 
itis simply done at the informal instance of the 
State of Delaware. The Senator from Dela- 
ware, I think, is satisfied with the amendment, 
although he preferred originally to have it as 
the Senator from Ohio suggests that the rail- 
road company may do it. I think the State 
of Delaware ought to be the actor in this mat- 
ter, and therefore I propose the amendment to 
the amendment. 

The amendment ta the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to have the whole 
bill reported as it stands amended. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill, as amended, as 
follows : 


. from the States of Missouri and Arkansas to . 


` Mr. RAMSEY. I rise to appeal to the Sen- 
ator from Maine to allow me to pass the bill 
that we had up the other evening. It was 
then simply read. I refer to the Winnipeg 
railroad bill. It can be disposed of, I think, 
in fifteen minutes. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator 
from Nevada has a bill ahead of that. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I desire to get mine ahead | 


of his, [laughter, ] if I can receive the favor of 
the Senator from Maine. 
put it in advance of any other bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


I presume he could | 


If this were a 


matter merely personal to the chairman of the . 
Committee on Appropriations he would be very - 


glad to eblige the Senator from Minnesota. 
Mr. HOWARD. 


i make a bill a special order for next Monday. 
i It is Senate bill No. 401. 


i Atlantic and Pacific road. 


f 
| 
| 
l 


| 
i 


| 


i 
| 


Beit enacted, £c., That $225,000 be, and the same |: 


is hereby, eppropriated to the president, 
and company of the 


of any money now in the Treasury not otherwise 


irectors, | 
Junction and Breakwater |: tj Wi 
Railroad Company, in the State of Delaware, out |; tion bill is before the Senate. 


appropriated, to aid the said president, directors, ‘| 


and company to construct, in connection with the |: 


said railroad, a good and substantial pier of stone or 
iron in the Delaware bay at or ne y 
county, and State of Delaware: / rovided, however, 
That the money hereby appropriated shall be ex- 
pended only in the construction of such pier, and for 
no other purpose whatever, under the superintend- 
ence of a proper officer, to be detailed for that pur- 

e by the Secretary of War: And provided further, 

hat any part of said sum, if any, remaining unex- 
pended after the construction of said pier shall be 
paid into the Treasury of the United States: And 
nrovided further, That the Government of the United 
States shall forever, at any and all times, have and 
enjoy the free use of said pier for any and all pur- 
poses whatever, without charge or payment of any 
sum whatever to the said company: And provided 
further, That before any part of said sum shall be 
pe satisfactory security shall be given or caused to 

e given by the State of Delaware to the United 
States, to be approved by the Secretary of War, that 
a good and substantial pier of stone or iron shall be 
completed in all respects, without further expense to 
the United States, without unnecessary delay. 

Mr. POMEROY. I suggest to the Senate 
to strike out the word ‘‘now,’’ in line six, 
before the words ‘‘in the Treasury.’’ It should 
read ‘out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The word ‘‘now”’ 
will be stricken out if there be no objection. 
The Chair hears no objection. That amend- 

` ment is agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, was read the third time, and passed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The legislative, 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill is 
now regularly before the Senate. 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from 
Maine allow Senate joint resolution No. 86, in 
regard to land for the Southern Pacific rail- 
road, that was passed over until to-day, to 
have five or ten minutes? I presume there 
will be no discussion on it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. There was a 

enator on the floor in regard to that matter. 

Mr. THAYER. Will not the Senator from 
Maine defer the legislative appropriation bill 
aut one o’clock? He will have the whole day 

en, 

_Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No; but I will 
yield for any morning business. 


Lewes, in Sussex |j 


eons 


Mr. SUMNER. What is it about? 
Mr. HOWARD. “A bill to amend an act 


i entitled ‘An act granting lands to aid in the 


construction of a railroad and telegraph line 


the Pacific coast by the southern route,” ap- ; 
, proved July 27, 1866—what is known as the 


that act. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will require 


: unanimous consent at the present time to make 


it a special order. - 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We onght not to makea 
land-grant bill a special order. 


Mr. HOWARD. I hope there will be no :: 


objection. It is a very important bill. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. DRAKE. I wish to make a motion 
which properly should have been made during 
the time of calling the morning business, but 


I was down in my committee-room at the mo- |; 


ment that that order of business was called. 
I presume the Senator from Maine will not 
object to the motion. At any rate, when I 
make the motion, if he does object, it can be 
withdrawn. 


I move that when the Senate ad- | 


journs to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday | 


next. 
Mr. 


CONKLING and Mr. EDMUNDS. | 


No, no. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- | 


tion? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly there is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I object. 

Mr. DRAKE. Then I move that all prior 
orders be postponed for the purpose of sub- 
mitting that motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Be passed over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that it will only need to pass over the 
appropriation bill, because before the next 
bill could be called by the Chair the motion 
would be in order. ; 

Mr. DRAKE. Very well; I move that the 
pending bill be passed over with a view of 
submitting the other motion. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. 


dent—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Missouri has risen to a privileged motion. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Allow me to 
make a suggestion. If the appropriation bill 
should be completed this afternoon, I suggest 
to the Senator from Missouri that he may find 
the Senate more placable than they are now; 
but if the appropriation bill is not completed 
this afternoon, I hope the Senator will agree 
to the necessity of completing it to-morrow. 

` Mr. SUMNER. We can sit this evening. 

Mr. DRAKE. I am very certain that there 
will be no quorum in this body to-morrow if 
we continue in session. _ 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 
objection to debate, the Chair recognizes the 
Senator from New York. 

Mr. CONKLING. I suggest to Senators 


Presi- 


, order on a motion to 


that if they want to finish the appropriation 
bill to-day we had better not begin by con- 
tracting to adjourn over to-morrow. It will be 
a very wholesome incentive with those who 
would like to adjourn over to-morrow to stay 
here to-day and finish the bill, to the end that 
they may thus indulge themselves. So I hope 
the honorable Senator will postpone his motion 
until at least this billiscompleted. I think it 
may increase even his industry to-day, as he 
is anxious to adjourn over. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator will per- 
severe in his motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I object to any debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is 


On te t ‘| not debatable. 
If it is in order, I wish to | 


Mr. CONKLING. I believe debate is in 
ostpone. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is 


‘, to pass over the appropriation bill. 


Mr. CONKLING. Then I hope I may be 


: permitted to state to the Senator from Massa- 
: chusetts that I shall persevere—— 


Mr. SUMNER. I said that I hoped the 
Senator from Missouri would persevere in his 


‘` motion. 


Itisa billtoamend ;į 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
enforce the rule. The Senator from Oregon 


‘, has made the point, and the motion is not 


i 


debatable. The motion is to pass over the 
appropriation bill for the purpose of entering 
a motion that when the Senate adjourns to-day 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The question being put, there were, on a 


. ` division—ayes 27, noes 19. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The appropria- , 


Mr. CONKLING, and Mr. MORRILL of 


: Maine, called for the yeas and nays, and they 
': were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 


37, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Casserly, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, 
Davis, Drake, Fenton, Flanagan, Fowler, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Harris, Howard, 
Johnston, Lewis, McCreery, McDonald, Morton, 
Norton, Nye, Patterson, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Rob- 
ertson, Ross, Scott, Sherman, Spencer, Sprague, Sum- 
ner, Thayer, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, 
and Warner—37. 3 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Buckingham, Carpenter, 
Conkling, Edmunds, Ferry, Hamlin, Harlan, Howe, 
Howell, Morrill of Maine, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, 
Stewart, Willey, and Williams—I7. 

ABSENT—Messrs, Abbott, Ames, Bayard, Bore- 
man; Brownlow, Cameron, Cattell, Cragin, Gilbert, 
Kellogg, Morrillof Vermont, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pus}, 
Revels, Stockton, Wilson, and Yates—18, 


So the motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DRAKE. I move now that when the 


l| Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on 


Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate now 
Pee the consideration of the appropriation 
ill. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bills, 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1052) to increase the pen- 
sion of Mrs. Annie A. Hays, widow of Briga- 
dier General Alexander Hays, who was killed 
at the battle of the Wilderness, May 5, 1864; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1987) to define the duties 
of pension agents, and prescribe the manner 
of paying pensions, and for other purposes ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1988) granting a pension 
to W. C. Pickens; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1989) granting a pension 
to Anna F. Hart; : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1990) granting a pension 
to Nancy Ann Spurgeon, widow of Josiah 
Spurgeon, of Lewis county, Missouri ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1991) granting a pension 
to Margaret C. Wells, of Lexington, Missouri; 

A bill (H. R, No. 1992) granting n pension 
to Mrs. Margaret A. Hyde, widow of Henry 
M. Hyde, late an assistant paymaster United 
States Navy; ; : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1993) granting a pension 
to Josephine Donahue; 
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A bill (H. R. No. 1994) granting a pension 
to Robert W. Simmons; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1995) granting a pension 
to Lizzie A. Mower ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1996) granting a pension 


to Horace Clough ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1997) granting a pension | 


to Minna Hesse; 


to Betsey Arlin; and 


A bill (H. R. No. 1999) granting a pension | 


to Maria Pratt. 


The message also announced that the House 
had passed the following bills of the Senate, 


with amendments, in which it requested con- | 


currence: 


The bill (S. No. 147) granting a pension to ; hend, The income fom she comage of gol d 
m ; ; a 48 but one half of one per cent.; an am 
The bill (S. No. 846) granting a pension to anio ‘certain ‘that thé pe 


; mistaken as to the amount of coinage of gold 
; in the United States. 


had passed the following bills of the Senate, | inate the charge upon unparted bars. 


William B. Looney, of Alabama ; and 


Rebecca Shoemaker., 
The message also announced that the House 


without amendment: 


The bill (S. No. 546) for the relief of the i that it is provided that ‘‘ there shall bea charge 


aE TA ff: : ‘to the depositors, in addition to the charge 
The bill (S. No. 759) to grant a pension to || now made for refining or parting the metals, 


The bill (S. No. 865) increasing the pension , of one half of one per cent. ;' and at the bot- 


minor children of Sylvester Dreyer ; 
John C. Abercrombie; and 


of John Coonan. 
LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


No. 974) making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 


Government for the year ending the 30th of | 


June, 1871, the pending question being upon 


th dment of Mr. Coie to the amend- | ° 
ee a : ` {in another form; but the actual charge for 


|. coinage is almost nothing on silver. 
i it relates to the half dollars, the quarter dol- 

: lars, the dimes and the half dimes, there is no | 
: charge, and as we coin no silver dollars, or . 
_ almost none, the charge for silver coinage, of 

; course, can amount to but a trifle. 


ment of Mr. WILLIAMS. 
The amendment of Mr. WILLIAMS was to 


insert after line seven hundred and thirty-two, : 
on page 30, at the close of the appropri- | 


ations for the Mint, branch mints, and assay 
offices, the following proviso: 

Provided, That the Becretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized, whenever in his judgment and in 
the judgment of the Director of the Mint itis forthe 
interest of the United States to do 80, to receive on 
deposit at the Mint of the United States and the sev- 
eral branches thereof refined gold and silver bullion 
suitable for coinage, and in payment thereof to de- 
liver to the parties making such deposits unparted 
bars at such rates and upon such terms and regula- 
tions as shall be prescribed by the Director of the 
Mint, subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Mr. Cote proposed to amend the amend- 
ment by adding to it: 

And hereafter no chargeshall be made for coinage 
in the United States Mint or its branches. 

Mr. COLE. With the permission of the 
chairman of the committee, with the under- 
standing that I may renew it at another time 
and in another place, I withdraw my amendment 
to the amendment. of the Senator from Oregon. 
It places me in rather an embarrassing position 
to leave it where itis. Iam not in favor of 
the amendment of the Senator from Oregon, 
and can only yield to itin the event of the 
adoption of my own amendment. With the 
permission of the chairman to offer it another 
time, at which time I shall present it in a dif- 
ferent form, so as if possible to obviate the 
objections of the Senator from Ohio, I now 
withdraw it. . 

Mr. SHERMAN. J object to the withdrawal 
for a moment, until I can correct a statement [ 
made yesterday. I said then that the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Califor- 
nia would diminish the revenue $500,000. He 
disputed it. On a question of that kind I do 
not like to be found in error. I find on exam- 
ination that I was in error by stating the amount 
too low. His amendment, if adopted, would 
decrease the revenue $1,010,140; so that my 
error was on the safe side. The amount of 
coinage charges on gold was $160,140; on sil- 
ver, $100,000; and the profit on nickel coinage 
in the mode of levying the seigniorage on the 
coinage was $750,000; making altogether over 
a million. 


| est by far. 
| Government from coinage of nickels every- 
|. body is aware, because the metal is cheap, and 
; the amount coined is pretty nearly a clean 
: profit to the Government. 


| charge in the Mint for refining, or for parting 
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Mr. COLE. Before my proposition of amend- 
ment is withdrawn finally I should like per- 
mission to make a little statement also. The 
Senator from Ohio includes all, or nearly 
all, the revenue to the Government from the 


| business of coinage, including the coinage of 


the copper cents and nickels. My amendment 


; i! is intended only to cover the coinage of gold | 
A bill (H. R. No. 1998) granting a pension | 


and silver, the metals in which the country is ° 
more particularly interested, and in the produc- 
tion of which the country takes a greater inter- ; 
That there is a large income to the ' 


ement 
appre- 


But mys 
is not so far out of the way, after all, 

nator from Ohio is 
He includes in his esti- 


the law in my hand, and it speaks for itself. In 


tom of the same section I find, ‘‘nothing con- 


‘tained in this section shall be construed as 
applying to the half dollar, the quarter dollar, 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. ; 


the dime, and the half dime;’’ so that the 
actual revenue to the Government from the 


| coinage of silver—there being but very few, if 


any, silver dollars coined—~is nearly nothing. 
I speak now of the coinage charge proper, not 
the advantage to the Government that accrues 
from the exchange of metal in one form for it 


So far as 


I do not include in’ my estimate the amount 


of one per cent.; and if the amount of gold 
coinage much exceeds $20,000,000 I am still 
mistaken. I simply wish to relieve the depos- 
itor from the charge of one half of one per cent. 
for coinage. The other charges I would per- 
mit to be continued. Ido not object to the 


the metals, or any other charge except simply 


the charge for coinage, the charge which is in 
addition to the others of one half of one per i! 
cent., and that certainly cannot amount to more | 


! that respect. 


than $100,000, or about that sum. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from ' 

California withdraws his amendment to the 

amendment, and the question recurs on the | 


on [Mr. Wittiams] from the Committee on 


Mr. NYE. Irenew the amendment to the | 
amendment. I should like to inquire of the | 
Senator from Ohio what amonnt of gold coin- | 
age there was last year? ~] 

Mr. SHERMAN. The amount of double | 


` eagles was $21,000,000; eagles, $209,000; half | 


eagles, $228,000. The whole amount of gold | 
that passed through the Mint was $82,000,000. 

Mr. NYE. How much was actual coinage? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The actual coinage of 
gold in the Mint was $22,000,000. 

Mr. NYE. What is charged for that—one 
half of one per cent. ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is one chargecalled 
the seigniorage, which is one half of one per 
cent., but there are various charges. - 

Mr. NYE. Iam inquiring simply as to the 
coining. ; . 
Mr. SHERMAN. There are several charges 
besides. 

Mr. NYE. What do they all aggregate? : 

Mr. SHERMAN. It depends entirely on 
the quality of the metal. 


The whole amount i 


May 18, 


received from the varions forms of mintage 
charges is over one million dollars. 

Mr. NYE. But I am confining my question 
s gold, or, if the Senator chooses, to gold and 
silver. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The mere charge for 
seigniorage, as it is called, is one half of one 
per cent. 

Mr. NYE. I desire to occupy the time of 
the Senate for a few moments on this question. 
It is certainly of as much and of greater ad- 
vantage to the country to have the amount of 


; coinage large, or to have coinage at all, than it 


is to the individuals who own the metal out of 
which that coinage comes. I have always re- 


. garded it as wrong in principle that the Govern- 
, ment should charge the producer of bullion 
i one half of one per cent. for putting its stamp 
‘| on it and making it currency, or the basis of 
| currency operations in this country. 


I think that when the producer has got his 


‘| gold or silver ready for coinage it is of far 
I have | 


greater interest to the Government than it can 
be to the individual to have it coined here. 
Why? Because that bullion, in whatever shape 


‘it may be, will bring the coin of any other 


country which is par here as readily as it will 
the coin of our own country. Therefore, to 
the individual who produces this bullion it is 
of no sort of profit or advantage to have it 
stamped by the impress of the Government, or, 
in other words, to have it coined. That, it has 
always seemed to me, ought to be done gratu- 
itously by the Government, for it is of no 


_ advantage to the particular individual, but of 
` advantage to the many. 


I therefore hope that a vote will be taken 
upon this proposition to free the producer from 
the charge of coinage, which, according to the 


; statement of the honorable Senator from Ohio, 
: cannot exceed $100,000 a year, or at most a 


little over one hundred thousand dollars. If 
the amount coined was $20,000,000 it would 
be exactly $100,000. It seems to me that the 


. Government can well afford to do that to en- 
: courage production and keep the metal of the 
| of charge made for refining or parting metals, |. 
: but only the coinage charge, which is one half 


country, with its own impress on, in the coun- 
try. Ihope the Senate will agree with me in 
Certainly it cannot harm the 
Government more than $100,000. 

The mints of our country were never intended, 
they were not established with any view to 
affording any profit to the Government. A mint 
is a Government necessity. It is not a machine 
run for profit; or if it makes profit it profits 
out of the producer who produces the gold and 
silver bullion for minting; and I think the 
time has arrived when we can take the stand 
other Governments have, that we will put the 


i| impress of our country upon the coin it pro- 


duces for nothing. 
Mr. HOWARD. Do I understand the hon- 


| orable Senator from Nevada to say that the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Ore- |; producer of the bullion practically is made to 
‘| pay the expense of the coinage? 

‘inance. io Mr. NYE. 


Certainly I do. 

Mr. STEWART. More than the expense. 

Mr. NYE. He has to pay more than the 
expense. He has to pay a profit to this Gov- 
ernment besides the expense. 

Mr. HOWARD. How does that come about? 

Mr. NYE. Because they charge one half 
per cent for minting. If I take $1,000 of bul- 
lion to the Mint at Philadelphia they deduct 
the price of the mintage. 

Mr. HOWARD. So that the coinage comes 
out of the vender of the bullion. 

Mr. NYE. Yes. I assert that it was not 
the theory at all upon which our mints were 
established, but it is perverting the design of 
our mints to charge the persons who prodace 
this bullion for putting the impress of the Gov- 
ernment upon it. 

Mr. HOWARD. Is there any law that 
requires the reduction to be made from the 
value of the bullion brought to the Mint? 

Mr. NYE. Yes, sir; there is such a law. 

Mr. HOWARD. Willthe Senator have the 
goodness to read it? 
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Mr. SHERMAN. The charge is one half | that it shall pass, and I do not intend that it |! arrangement all this work is done in the Mint. 
| shall, without fall and fair discussion. 


of one per cent. 

Mr. HOWARD. That comes out of the 
vender of the bullion, does it not? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWARD. So that the whole expense 
of minting our coin falls upon the owners or 
venders of bullion? 

Mr. NYE. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWARD. Instead of falling in an 
equal weight upon the whole people of the 
Tinited States ? 

Mr. NYE. Certainly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ifthe Senators from the 
Pacific coast are determined to thrust upon 
this appropriation bill a discussion of all the 
various questions arising out of our coinage 


: & Vote. 


© and silver. 


system, 1 am entirely prepared to give the : 


Senate all the information they want on the 
subject, and to do so fully; but it is a very 
dificult and a very complicated subject, involv- 


ing the loss of considerable revenue and a. 


change in our laws—laws established for many 
years. It involves questions of great embar- 
rassment, which are presented to and are now 
under consideration in the Committee on Fi- 
nance ina bill revising the whole mintage law. 
‘I have avoided replying to observations. made 
here in regard to this subject simply because I 
do not wish to thrust this debate on this appro- 
priation bill. The proposition of the Senator 
trom Oregon I think is right, and I think it will 
promote the interests of the Government; but 


when you come to touching all the charges for | M 
coinage, you then present a question of great | 
! private assays. 


embarrassment and of great difficulty, which 
will involve us in a long discussion. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
states a fact now which illustrates the impro- 
priety of putting this sort of legislation on an 
appropriation bill. I was about to say that 
under these circumstances I felt like appealing 
to the Senator from Oregon to withdraw his 
proposition and let it come up on the general 


bill which regulates the Mint. He can see that ` 


there is hardly any end to this discussion. 
Mr. NYE. I have insisted from the first 
that the amendment offered by the Senator 


from Oregon would open up this whole subject, | 
and as there was a bill that appertained to it, |. 


where it is germane and legitimate, it ought to 
be reserved for that. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ifthe honorable Senator 
from Maine had resisted general legislation 
upon this billin the beginning, and had applied 
some principle to it, of course his appeal to me 
would be much more plausible than it is ;: but 
here have been propositions put on this bill for 
the expenditure of millions of dollars, while 
this is a proposition to save hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars to the United States, legiti- 
mately connected with this part of the bill; and 
this is objectionable because somebody is dis- 
pose to discuss it! Now, I want to remind my 

onorable friend from Nevada [Mr. Nye] that 
the other day when I tried to get this propo- 
sition up as a separate. bill he objected and 
would not allow it to come up in that shape, so 
that it seems to me he ought not to object to 
this amendment. 

Mr. NYE. I objected the other day, and 
was overruled. But if the honorable Senator 
from Oregon expects to get this proposition 
through without discussion, or if the honor- 
able Senator from Maine thinks it justifiable in 
me to see a whole bullion community sacrificed 
without discussion, he is mistaken. If this 
measure is to be thrust on this bill, and I be 
denied the chance to discuss it fully, I shall 
feel that I have not been fairly dealt by in 
regard to a matter of great importance to my 
constituents, 

I repeat now, sir, that this whole thing per- 
tains to the bill regulating the minting of the 
country. There is where it ought to be tried, 
and at most to postpone it for that bill can 
delay it but a few days. I am willing that it 
shall be considered there; but I am not willing 


i 
i 
4 
1 


} 
| 
j 
t 


{ 


The Senator |: 


: give the exclusive right to a private establish- 


'as a merchant with the miners, and I know | 


| this amendment: 


Mr. COLE. Will the Senator from Nevada 
yield to me? 

Mr. NYE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COLE. I shall claim the privilege of 


| 


| 


discussing this matter if it is to be pressed to ` 


i think it my duty to do so. Itis a 
matter of very considerable interest to my con- 
stituency, a matter of very great consequence 
to the part of the country that produces gold 
That is a commodity for which ` 
there is a market the world over; itis the same 
everywhere. This coinage charge I regard as 
unjust ; but so far as excluding refining from the 
Mint is concerned I believe it to be not proper. 
Mr. CORBETT. This is a very important 
subject, and it seems to me itshould not be ` 
passed upon without due consideration. A ` 


mining community is composed of men very , 


jealous of their interests, and very jealous of | 
having their bars refined at private establish- : 


ments. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to inform my col- 
league that two thirds of the gold and silver 


at private establishments upon the application 
ofthe miners. 
Mr. CORBETT. I have had some dealing i 
from experience that they are not satisfied with ; 
private assays, and that their desire is always | 
to have their coinage done at the United States 


int. 
Mr. STEWART. This does not provide for 


Mr. CORBETT. This question of unparted 
bars is a question of giving the entire amount 


i: of this bullion to private establishments. They 
| have the right now to compete for it. 
i can offer to do it as private individuals, and ; 
i if the miners can do better by giving it tothem 
, they will give it to them. 
nht to give their bullion to the United States 
| Mint. 
-it to a private establishment or to the United 


They 


They now have the 


They take their choice, either to give | 
States Mint. This is a proposition to deprive | 
them of that right. 
Mr. STEWART. Oh, no. | 
Mr. CORBETT. I understand that it is to 


ment who are doing a large portion of this 
business of purchasing bars. This measure | 
should not be disposed of without proper dis- | 
cussion and proper consideration. I desire | 
to offer some remarks upon it if it is to be dis- ; 
cussed now. To obviate the objection of the 


| 
produced on the Pacific coast to-day are refined li 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


It has to go through all the various checks of 
the Mint, and it is shown by the amount of 
alloy and the fineness of the bar how much it 


| ought to produce according to the assay, and 


if it does not produce according to the assay 
there is a check upon it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The Senator evidently 
misunderstands this proposition. My amend- 
ment provides for all those checks in every 
respect. There is no possible way in which 
any collusion can be resorted to by which the 
miner or any one interested in bullion can be 
harmed. It simply provides for the exchange 
of unparted bars for refined bullion whenever 
in the discretion of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury and Director of the Mint itis for the ad- 
vantage of the United States to make the ex- 
change. The refining isa business that is done 
in the Mint and is done for the Mint. The 
refining outside of the Mint is done by private 
establishments. 


Mr. CORBETT. If my colleague will show 


| me where that check is I should like to see it. 


I have conversed with the gentlemen who have 
this matter in hand at the Treasury Depart- 


| ment, and they tell me that there is no such 


check; that if an assayer is dishonest and he 
assays a bar lower than it really is, and it is 
disposed of to a private establishment at that 
low rate, the private establishment reaps the 
benefit of it. Now, who is the loser? The 
miner who deposits his gold loses that amount. 


` of money and the private establishment gains it. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. That is precisely the case 


i now. When a miner takes his gold tothe Mint 
. he receives a certificate. 


' and he is paid his coin upon the assay made by 


The gold is assayed, 


the Mint at the time; and after that the bullion 
is put in with the other bullion of the United 
States and melted uptogether. After the assay 


| is completed and the coin is paid the miner then 


has nothing more to do with the bullion. He 
is not concerned about it. There is just as 
much check under this proposition as there is 
now. Assuming that the assayers of the Uni- 
ted States will cheat the miners and make a 


|| false assay, they can do it precisely now as they 


can under this amendment. 

Mr. STEWART. A collusion might occur 
between the assayer and refiner all the same. 
And I will state to the Senator from Oregon, 
{ Mr. Corsett, ] having had some experience in 
this matter, that it is common among miners 
who are doing any business to have an addi- 
tional test of their own. Most of them have 


' their bats assayed before they take them to the 


Senator from Ohio to the amendment offered - 
by the Senator from California I would offer |: 


Provided, That hereafter the coinage charge of 
one half of one per cent. is and shall be hereby 
abolished. 

That confines the abolition simply to thè 
coinage charge. Every one knows that if the 
coinage is $20,000,000 the charge is only 
$100,000; if it is $30,000,000 it. is only- 
$150,000. I understand from the Senator from 
Ohio that the gold coinage was only about 


| much time. 


] 
i 


. from Nevada [Mr. Stewart] does. 


twenty-one or twenty-two million dollars dur- |: 


ing the past year; but the nickel, silver, and 
other coinage is larger. 

Ido not mean to reflect upon the present ` 
assayers of the Mint, because | have no reason | 


to do so; but supposing the assayer is dishon- |; 


est, and he desires to make the bars of less 
value than they really are; in other words, if ; 
the fineness of the gold is 900, and he chooses ; 
to make it 800, and stamps it 800, he can | 
thereby defraud the miner out of that differ- 
ence, making the bar coarser than it really is, ' 
and then if it is turned over to a private estab- 

lishment the private establishment makes that | 
much out of the miner or the person who sells | 
the bar. There might be such collusion. I; 
think this measure should be properly guarded | 
in thatrespeet. I understand there is no check | 
in a case of that kind. Under the present | 


ator from Nevada does. 


‘| is done by the United ‘States Mint. 


Mint. 


Mr. NYE. I hope it will not be forgotten 


' that I am entitled to the floor. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chairremem- 


bers that the Senator from Nevada is entitled 
. to the floor; but he yielded it to tha Senator 


from. Oregon. 

Mr. STEWART. I have not occupied very 

Mr. CORBETT. I think I understand this 
business just as thoroughly as the gentleman 
I repre- 
sent a mining community, the same as the Sen- 
I have had dealings 
with these miners. I have sold them goods; 
I have purchased their bars. Iknow that they 
are in the habit of having their assays made at 
home by private assayers frequently; but as a 
general thing they are not satisfied with those 
assays, and they send the bars to the United 
States Mint. I deny that there is the same 
opportunity for collusion when all this business 
From the 
moment the gold is presented there, and in 


| going through the various departments, there 


are checks upon it, and when it is coined it is 
ascertained from the fineness whether it pro- 
duces the requisite amount of coin. If you 
allow the bar that is stamped and assayed by 
the United States Mint to be turned over toa 
private refiner, what security is there? If it is 
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stamped at a lesa value than the real worth of 
the bar, and that is wholly, as I understand it, 
with the assayer, the miners can be defrauded 
to that extent. Now, the mining community 
are a community who are very mistrustful. 
They should have the privilege of these assays 
and the unparted bars of the United States 


Mint just as they have now; and if they choose | 


to sell their unparted bars to private establish- 
ments they have the privilege of doing it. 

Mr. STEWART. Let me ask the Senator 
one or two direct questions. Did a miner ever 

t anything but the assayed value at the Mint? 

oes he not have it assayed there and get the 
money for the assay? 

Mr. CORBETT. He gets the money there. 

Mr. SCEWART. What has he to do with 
it after it is assayed and the value stamped and 
he gets his money? Is there any check that 
benefits him? 


= Mr, CORBETT. 1 will ask the Senator who — 
gets the benefit, provided the assayer assays — 
| Maw in the chair.) The rule will be read. 


a bar at less than its value and stamps it at 
less than its value? 


Mr. STEWART. The assayer who steals it, | 


and nobody else. 


Mr. CORBETT. No,sir; the Government | in 
| debate. 


of the United States gets the benefit of it, be- 


cause that goes into the coinage, and they l y 
A g . facilitate business, I call upon the Chair now 


know exactly what that produces. 

Mr. STEWART. Nota particle of it. 

Mr. CORBETT. The fineness of the bar is 
stamped upon it, and they know exactly how 
much coin that bar will produce. 

Mr. STEWART. No assayer does that un- 


less he intends to steal it, because no assayer ` 


returns in more than he is required to do, 


and he never has done it in the history of the | 
. from Nevada[Mr. Nye] is entitled to the floor, 
i and the Chair is not aware that he has spoken 


world. That would be mere larceny, and you 
have no check against that larceny now any 


more than you would have under a different | 


state of circumstances, and not as much, be- 
cause the refiner is in the same room with the 
assayer in the Mint, and there is not as good a 


check as if the refiner were separated from the | 
i or not. He knows, doubtless. 
ii this was a good opportunity to make the point. 
i I know he can bear it. r 

Mr. NYE. It is a good rule, and I will 


assayer. Thatis one of the reasons why this 
measure is better for the miner because it fur- 
nishes him more security. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understand that it goes 


from the assayer and the refiner to the coiner. | 
‘The coinage produces a certain amount of coin, | 
and they know whether that coin is the requi- |, 
' Senate of anything, I think it has satisfied them 
or not. Ít is stamped of such a fineness and © 
worth go many dollars; and if it does not pro- 
duce that many dollars, then it is a cheat, or | 
if it produces more than that it is for the advan- | 


site amount according to the stamp on the bar 


tage of the Government of the United States. 


and that was in regard to the certificates. One 


of the men who received the certificates of the |: 


fineness of the bars marked the fineness of 


those bers on those certificates and sold them |i 


to private assayers, and they found that it was 
not of that fineness. The Government was 


thereby defrauded to the extent of about twelve | 


thousand dollars, I think. That wasdiscovered 
from the fact that they could go back to the 
assayers and compare the certificates of fine- 


thereby discovered and prosecuted. 

Now, it is necessary tohave this whole pro- 
cess pass through the entire machinery of the 
Government in order that there shall be proper 
checks. If the miner desires that, let him 
have the privilege of it. If he desires, after 
it is refined by the Government, to sell his bar 
to this private corporation, he now has that 
privilege; and they are doing, I presume, a 
large portion of this business. They want to 
force the entire amount of it into that estab- 
lishment. Thatis the object of this measure. 
I am of the opinion that it should not pass 


without proper examination, proper guards, |, 


and proper checks. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish tomake one state- | 


: age charge. 
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ment. It is insisted here that my amendment 
should not pass without a proper examination. 
Sir, it has been examined by two Secretaries of 
the Treasury. It has been examined time and 
again by the Director of the Mint. It isrecom- 


| mended by Dr. Linderman and Mr. Knox, who 
` are special agents in connection with the Mint. | 


The Committee on Retrenchment last summer 


| in San Francisco examined the subject and | 
` took testimony, and are in favor of this meas- |, 


ure. It has twice or three times been exam- 


` ined by the Committee on Finance, and once 


assed the Senate; and now it is objected that 

it ought not to be passed because it has not 
been sufficiently considered. 

Mr. NYE. If the Senator desires to make 
a speech I will give way. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
swer that objection. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to have 
the fourth rule of the Senate read. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Taur- | 
|| priation bill ? 


The Secretary read as follows: 
“4. No Senator shall speak more than twice in 


' any one debate on the same day without leave of 


the Senate, which question shall be decided without 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. In order to 
and during the progress of this bill, to hold 
the Senate to that rule. 
in particular on the floor at t 
and therefore I have thought that this is a proper 
time to call attention to it. 

Mr. THAYER. I hope the Senator will 
insist upon that rule. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


more than once on this question. 

Mr. NYE. I have not spoken once yet, 
because I have not got through. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
whether it applies to the honorable Senator 
But I thought 


abide by it. I now yield for a moment to the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scorr. ] 
Mr. SCOTT. If this debate has satisfied the 


of the impropriety of disposing of this question 
on this appropriation bill ; and if anything fur- 


ther were needed to satisfy the Senate of that | 
impropriety I have in my hands what I think : 
i. would do so. 
Now, I understand that in this process by the | 
United States Government but one cheat has | 
been ascertained with regard to this assaying, |: 


Many Senators are aware that 
there is upon the files a bill introduced by the 


chairman of the Committee on Finance to reg- ! 
ulate the mints, assay offices, and coinage of ' 
| the United States, and as bearing upon that bill 
I had put in my hands this morning the proof- |, 
sheets of a very lengthy report made eye 

wo- 
| heads of that report I find embrace the very » 
subjects which we are discussing, namely, 
“t the authority to exchange unparted bars for | 


Deputy Comptroller of the Currency. 


refined bullion,” and ‘‘the repeal of the coin- 


than bearing on this question ; but I have no 


doubt there is contained in this report inform- | 


ation upon these two questions which would 


be of great importance to the Senate in dis- ` 
| posing of the point now incidentally raised upon 
| an appropriation bill. 


shall come in and be placed upon our tables, 
if the amendment is insisted on, it will be voted 
down, and the matter can then be taken up in 


; the place where it properly belongs, in connec- 
i tion with that bill for the purpose of regulating | 
: the Mint, and the coinage, and all charges in 


relation to it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. All that is in a report 
which has been upon our tables here for more 
than a month. 


I merely desired to an- . 


It applies to nobody | 
e present time, ; 


I do not know | 


I have not had time to read this , 
‘report, put in my hands for another purpose | 
ness done by one of the clerks. The fraud was |: 


I trust, in order to give . 
Senators time to examine this report when it | 


forms. 

Mr. STEWART. It has been on the tables 
all winter. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understand there is some 
other additional information that has been 


| received from the Treasury Department. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. It is all in favor of the 
passage of the amendment I have offered. 

Mr. NYE. Now, Mr. President, I desire 
the attention of the Senate for a moment. I 
said the other day, in discussing this question, 
that it was not a question new to the Senate at 
all. It has been considered almost every year 
for the last three or four years. Congress in 
1869 provided by special enactment— 


“That the Mint of the United States and branches 
shall continue to refine gold and silver bullion; and 
no contract to exchange erude or unparted bullion 
for refined bars shall be made until authorized by 

aw. 


Mr. STEWART. Is not that in an appro- 

Mr. NYE. Yes, sir; and my honorable 
colleague helped me to put it there very ear- 
nestly. 

Mr. STEWART. 
there. 

Mr. NYE. Yes, you did. Mr. President, 
that was the solemn judgment of this Senate 
one year ago. It was the solemn judgment of 
those who advocate the opposite policy now. 
I should like to know what has occurred to 


No; I did not put it 


| change the judgment of the Senate upon that 


uestion? Wearetold that new light has been 
thrown upon it by the Committee on Retrench- 
ment and Reform. I should be very much 
obliged to that committee if they had called 
some witnesses that I could have suggested, or 
if they had let me know when they were invest- 
igating the subject, so that I could have had 
some witnessesexamined uponit. Inever knew 
until now, until informed by the honorable 
Senator from Oregon, that it was a subject of 
anguiey by that committee. 
r. PATTERSON. I should like to ask 
my friend if he states to the Senate that the 
parties who were before the committee were 
not trust worthy witnesses ? 

Mr. NYE. I have not said anything about 
it. But there was no cross-examination, and 
I can find men who entertain exactly the op- 
posite opinion. Let me ask the honorable 
chairman of that committee now, with the 
utmost kindness, if he examined a witness who 
was not in favor of it? 

Mr. PATTERSON. In favor of what? 

Mr. NYE. In favor of this parting outside. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Oh, yes. 

. NYE. Who? 

Mr. PATTERSON. If it were necessary, I 
could read you the testimony of several wit- 
nesses. ' 

Mr. NYE. Thatis an answer sufficient for 
my purpose. Then there was a contrariety of 
opinion ; and if the honorable Senator from 


' Oregon declares the opinion of the committee, 


then he gives us the judgment of the commit- 
tee, or the majority of it, that this ought to be 


one. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I do not know that 
I understood the question of the gentleman 
properly. 

r. NYE. Itis nota matter of any conse- 
quence. I ask the honorable Senator if he 
examined any witnesses who were opposed to 
separating outside of the Mint? 

Mr. PATTERSON. All whom we exam- 
ined were in favor of refining outside the Gov- 
ernment establishment. 

“Mr. NYE. That answers the question. That 
is what I supposed; and I could produce as 
many witnesses to testify on the other side. 


| Therefore, there is no balance to be struck. 


They called only such witnesses as they were 
informed of, I presume. Ifind no fault with 


them. Pana: 
Mr. PATTERSON. We generally take that 
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testimony which is in court; not that which 
might be brought in. tu 

Mr. NYE. Certainly. I repeat again, if I 
shall be allowed to go on for a minute, that 
last year the solemn judgment of the Senate 
and House of Representatives was that thia 
work should be done in the mints, and nowhere 
else, for Government purposes. Now, I ask 
again, what has occurred since that time to 
change the judgment of the Senate? Nothing, 
except the persistency of those who desire to 
make this change. 

I was asked another question about the 
amendment in regard to coinage: whether this 
charge came out of thedepositor. I say it does, 
and it comes out of the depositor bylaw. Sec- 
tion six of the act of February 21, 1853, enti- 
tled ‘An act amendatory of existing laws rela- 
tive to the half dollar, quarter dollar, dime, and 
half dime,’’ provides— 


“That, at the option of the depositor, gold or sil- 
ver may be cast into bars or ingots of either pure 


metal or of standard fineness, as the owner may | F i 4 
prefer, with a stamp upon the samo designating its i subject to fraudulent transactions, which I do 


weight and fineness; but no piece, of either gold or 


silver, shall be cast into bars or ingots of a less ' 


weight than ten ounces, except pieces of one ounce, 
of two ounces, of three ounces, and of five ounces, 
all of which pieces of less weight than ten ounces 
shall be of the standard fineness, with their weight 
and fineness stamped upon them; but in all cases, 
whether the gold and silver deposited be coined or 
cast into bars or ingots, there shall be a charge to 
tho depositor, in addition to the charge now made 
for refining or parting the metal, of onc half of one 
one per cent.” 

I call the attention of the Senate to the next 
clause : 


“The money arising from this charge of one half 
of one per cent. shall be charged to the treasurer 
of the Mint, and from time to time, on warrant of 
the Director of the Mint, shall be transferred into 
the Treasury of the United States: Provided, horo- 
ever, That nothing contained in this section shall be 
considered as applying to the half dollar, the quar- 
ter dollar, the dime, and half dime.” 

There, then, the bald fact stands out, that 
this Government charges me for putting on 
the face of my bullion its stamp, making it 
national currency, coin, one half of one per 
cent. Gold and silver being the basis, the 
standard of our currency, they make me pay 
fifty cents on every $100; they make me pay 
directly to the United States, for making its 
own coin, one half of one per cent. Sir, in 
any other department of this Government such 
athing as that would almost produce a revo- 
lution. What is its effect and result? The 
hardy miner who delves into the depths of the 
earth, and by the sweat of his brow brings up 
the material out of which Government coin 
is made, is charged one half of one per cent. 
‘for giving to this Government what it claims 
as its currency, its coin. Sir, I wonder it has 
been endured so long. I say now to my col- 
league, and I say to the honorable Senator 
from Oregon, if you want to reduce the ex- 
penses to the depositor, if you want to make 
the process cheaper, stamp it for nothing. 
There lies the remedy. Itis not in swapping 
bullion with A, B, and C. 

I am obliged to the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Parrerson,] who now 
informs me that the testimony that was taken 
by his committee in San Francisco was all in 
favor of abolishing this charge for coinage. 

Mr. STEWART. I will say to my colleague 
that I thoroughly concur with him with regard 
to the propriety of abolishing the charge for 
coinage. {am in favor of both these propo- 
sitions, 

Mr. NYE. I understand that. 

Mr. STEWART. I want to pass them both. 

Mr. NYE. But I propose to show that if 
you will abolish the charge for coinage, which 
ought to be done, that will cheapen the thing 
so mach that there is no recessity for the other 
measure. That is my view; and I think that 
is the view the Senate will take. Abolish this 
outrageous charge that is wrung from the pro- 
ducer of bullion for the Government putting its 
own impress on its own coin. There lies the 
remedy for all this difficulty. Strike off the 
charge for coinage, and our bullion purchasers 


can compete with the bullion parchasers of the 
world, for they do not claim that by this other 
method they can save the one half of one per 
cent. I agree in all efforts to cheapen this pro- 
cess; but I insist upon it that the cheapefing 
| shall be made right, and not make this Gov- 
‘ernment a great gold merchant for swapping 
. impure for pure metal, or vice versa. These 
Government mints are its crucibles through 
which the depositor is entitled to the guarantee 
_ of the Government from the time his gold enters 
: the mint that he shall receive every dollar that 
it produces. 
ut we are told that the bullion is assayed 
` and its value is ascertained in that way. So 
itis. I speak now upon the hypothesis that 
` the officers are honest; and I appeal to any 
, director of any mint if there had been a mis- 
take in thatassay,and the depositor was wronged 
| by the assay, whether in the general result all 


i would not get what their bullion produced? 


‘If that is not so our whole minting system is 


not believe. Sir, if you want.to cheapen bul- 
lion, if you want to enable our bullion dealers 


i: to compete with the bullion dealers of England 


and of tae world, knock off your coinage charge, 
: and then they can defiantly cope with compe- 
i tition anywhere. If you want to deal fairly by 
the depositors, by the men who delve night and 
day—and it is all night with them, save when 
they come up from their shafts and their tun- 
nels—if you want to deal fairly by that set of 
men, who toil by artificial light from one morn- 
ing to another, take off your charge for coinage. 
There lies the remedy. That is beginning 
were we ought to begin. Assuming that the 
' statement in the book which I obtained from 
' the Senator from Ohio is right, you make to 
this Government in that way $100,000, or a lit- 
tle over, per year upon gold. The chargeupon 
silver is higher. I ask the honorable Senator 
! from Ohio if I am not right ; if the charge upon 
silver is not two and a half per cent. ? 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is made up in another 
way, not in the form of a coinage charge. 
Mr. NYE. When my constituents come 
with their silver bars to the Mint at Philadel- 
i phia, and want them coined, two and a half 


|; per cent. is deducted from every dollar of the 


, bullion that they bring. In behalf of that toil- 
ing multitude I protest against that charge 
_ standing upon our statute-book. I ask the Sen- 
ateif they are not ready to sacrifice the $110,000 
a year received in this way? No, sir; it is no 
sacrifice ; I withdraw the word. I ask them 
whether they are not willing to yield the one 
hundred and ten or one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars a year now wrongfully col- 
lected in that way? Sir, let it not be said 
that this Government is taxing the sweat and 
toil of the toiling millions in our mines to 
wring from them a pitiful half of one per cent. 
upon the coin that it stamps and uses as its 
currency. 

Then, sir, am I not right when I say that if 
you want to cheapen this bullion and its manip- 
ulation to the miner, take away your coin- 
age charge? In so doing you do justice to a 
worthy class of people, you do justice to the 
Government itself, for the object of the estab- 
lishment of these mints was to stamp this coin 
and keep it in our own possession, 80 that it 
should not be transported abroad; and the 
Government should at least make that much 
effort to retain it. 

A single word more, sir, and I have done; 
and I shall not violate the rule referred to by 
the Senator from Maine. What has occasione 
this new light on this important subject? Who 
has discovered that the panacea for all these 
evils lies in refining or separating metal out- 
side the mint? I ask the skilled laborers of our 
mints if they are willing to stand up and have 
'it said that private establishments are doing 
| this business better and cheaper than they can 
do it? If so, the whole minting system of this 
country needs overhauling and rooting up. If 
| we cannot have the separating of this metal 


done as cheaply in the Government offices as 
it is done in private establishments, then there 
is a degree of imbecility attendant upon their 
management that demands investigation and 
reform at once. Let it not be said that our 
minting system is so imperfect that some Yan- 
kee is beating it. That is all nonsense. The 
only way that men can beat the Mint is by con- 
trolling the mass of bullion; and I repeat that 
the moment this plan is adopted the mints of 
this country are at the mercy of the private 
refiners. 

Take Sau Francisco for illustration. There 
is a great establishment there. I am not find- 
ing fault with the persons who control it. I 
think it is quite likely I should be for it, if I 
owned the machine. I do not claim to be 
more virtuous than others. Take that city to 
illustrate, and the mint there, and what do we 
find? We find that they coin more gold there 
than in any other mint in the nation. It has 
been a most successful mint; sometimes in 
the hands of bad managers, and sometimes in 
the hands of good ones. So tenacious are they 
of their mint that this Government in its gen- 
erosity or its justice has commenced the erec- 
tion of a mint there over four times as large as 
the present one. You saw it, sir, [Mr. THUR- 
MAN in the chair.] It covers a whole square. 
The argument that is used against the little 
branch mint that Iam trying to nurse in Ne- 
vada is that arrangements are being made at 
San Francisco by which they can do all this 
work; that the mint there will be capacious 
enough for the whole business of the Pacific 
coast. And yet we are told, while yet the 
corner-stone of that building is not covered, 
that they acknowledge their inability to sep- 
arate metal as cheaply as persons outside. Sir, 
if I should go personally to the manager of 
the mint at San Francisco and charge him with 
that I should get a specimen of western jus- 
tice administered to me between the two eyes 
at once. Go and charge the manipulators of 
bullion in the mint at San Francisco that they 
are incapable of manipulating metal to its per- 
fection, and your stay would not be comfort- 
able atthe mint. They would suggest to you 
that you had better travel. And yet we are 
told here by my colleague and others that that 
stands as a settled fact. I deny it in toto. 

That being the case, and the law a year ago 
saying that this work should be done in the 
Mint, I call upon Senators on this floor to say 
whether they will reverse their judgment upon 
no newly-discovered fact or upon no newly- 
discovered evidence. Sir, Irepeat again, there 
is a bill on the files of the Senate to rearrange 
the whole coinage system of the country. 
This measure belongs upon that bill. If upon 
full consideration, when that bill comes up, f 
am convinced that this provision ought to pass, 
Iwill vote for it ; but I protest against this haste 
in paring it upon the appropriation bill, out 
at least of the. ordinary way, and getting a 
declaration of Congress that the coinage of 
our country is in hands that cannot compete 
with private enterprise. If it cannot, change 
it. If it is important to get this private sep- 
arating establishment as a part of our mintage, 
wad it and hire the help that runs it. 

ow, one of two things is certain; they are 
going to separate and refine in thé mint at 
alifornia, or my honorable friend from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Cote] will find a motion made 
here to cut down the size of his mint. One 
of these two things will be done. Why quad- 
ruple the capacity of the mint and take away 
half its labor? Why spend millions unneces- 
sarily upon that building if the panacea for all 
our woes lies in a wooden separating building 
outside the city where sulphuric acid can be 
used? Why, sir, sulphuric acid can be made 
in my own State for a pennya pound. We 
have mountains of brimstone, and it costa 
nothing but to quarry and to burn it. Cannot 
the mint get it as mepi as outsiders? I can 
put up a sulphuric acid factpry for $200. All 
you want is a furnace and a receiver. Sul- 
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phurie acid can be made cheaper on that coast 
than anywhere else. Why do not your mints 
adopt it? Gentlemen say it is offensive to the 
smell. Sir, the mint in California is being 
established with special reference to that; and 


if anybody hereafter wants to smell sulphuric | 


acid he must move up to the mint, the mint 
will not move to him. 
Carson. It is not smelled in New York, and 
it is used right there in the assay office by that 
atest of all thoroughfares of the world, 
Vall street. There the discovery was made, 


and it was made by a Government officer, too, 


he using this sulphuric acid. It is no great 
discovery, either; but it is claimed that nobody 
can use sulphuric acid with success unless it is 
used outside ofa mint. Nonsense! Idle, worse 
than idle! If sulphuric acid is good outside it 
is good inside; and I guess we can find skilled 
people enough to work it. 

Mr. President, I have said, perhaps, more 
than I ought to say on this subject. I have no 
war to make on anything that cheapens the 
transformation of this bullion into coin. 


should be ungrateful to the people that I rep- . 


resent if I did so. Show me how it is to be 
done, and I will do it. I assert that the way 
to cheapen it is to knock off your charge for 
coinage. When you have done that, you have 
given them all the relief that the present cir- 
cumstances require. 


Nr. STEWART. Mr. President, I am 


desirous not to occupy time on this proposi- 
tion, bat it is a matter of a great deal ot im- 
portance. 
as to the propriety and necessity of abolishing 
all coinage charges. I donot concur with him, 
however, in his opposition to the proposition 
of the Senator from Oregon; and I wish to 
are few words with regard to that. 


efining is manufacturing ; it is not coining; |: 


it has no relation to coining, and refining is not 
done in any mint established in the world 
except ia the United States, 
in the 


The coining, after the establishment of the 


Mint, was confined to foreign coin; we hadno ,, 


refinery. After the lapse of thirty years it was 


ascertained that some gold was produced in | 
the United States, but not enough to induce : 


private refineries to manufacture it. Congress 
then passed a law in 1830 to provide for refin- 
ing temporarily in the Mint, 
coin this small production. This refining in 
the Mint has been subject to a great deal of 
loss; it is the place where the loss in the Mint 


occurs; itis a manufacture ; it is of the same | 


nature as if the Government went out and 


sunk shafts. If you take the bullion in a crude | 


state and manufacture it, why not take it in the 
amalgam state? Ifyou take it in the state of 
amalgam, why not take it in the state of ore? 
And if you take it in the state of ore, why not 
go to the ground and dig itout? The point is, 
where shall minting begin and manufacturin 
leave off? It begins with the article prepare 
for minting, in all the world. 


This was a temporary expedient which was ` 


adopted in the early days, about 1830, because 


there was no private refinery. 
gress passed an act— 
“That when private establishments shall be made 


to refine gold bullion, the Secretary ef the Treasury, - 
ail deem them capable of executing such ` 


if he sh 
work, is hereby authorized and required to limit the 
amount thereof, which shall be refined in the Mint 


at Philadelphia, from quarter to quarter, and to re- | 
duce the same progressively as such establishments | 


shall be extended or multiplied, so as, 
and as soog as may be, to exclude refining from the 
Mint, and to require that every deposit of gold bul- 
lion made therein for coinage shall be adapted to 
said purpose without need of refining: Provi 
That no advances in coin shall be made upon bul- 
jion after this regulation shall be carried into effect 
except upon bullion refined as herein prescribed.” 


This was made applicable to the branch mint 
in San Francisco in 1861. The charge then 
was fifteen cents an ounce for refining at the 
mint, That was the allowance, which came 
out of the depositors, of course. After a pri- 
vate refinery was established at San Francisco 


It cannot be smelled at : 


I concur with my colleague fully ` 


It was not done | 
United States for the first thitty years. | 


so that we could , 


In 4853 Con- | 


eventually, | 
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it started to do the work at ten cents an ounce. 
The mint then reduced its charge to eleven 
cents. Then the refinery went down to eight 


i of refining has 


consequence of the 
refinery. Now the private refinery 
prepared to go down to four or five cents. 
can go far under the Government and save a 
: large amount. 

| Now, what is 


een taken off at the mint in 
establishment of a private 


the proposition made? It is 


that your refining stay in the Mint as hereto- | 


fore. As you have got refining apparatus there 
you are to keep it; but when you have crude 
bullion on hand, and the private refiners have 
manufactured and fitted it for coinage, and 
bring it there, you make the exchange, pro- 
vided it be for the advantage of the Govern- 
ment. There is no bullion given out, as Mr. 
Cochran, the letter writer my colleague read 
from the other day, said. He, in his letter, 
spoke about the United States giving out bul- 
lion. The United States do not propose to 
give out bullion; but if it comes there pre- 
ared the exchange may be made whenever 
in the opinion of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
the Government can make money, can save 
, expense by it. 
| exchange can be 
reduce the price of refining. 
in that respect has got to fall. It will reduce 
the price of refining much lower than it now 
is. It must come down neoeararily if youallow 
private refineries to be established. 

Now, look at the importauce of reducing 
the price at the Mint. What effect has it? 
It increases the coin,value of your bullion; and 
the same may besaid oftaking offthe one half 

er cent. coinage charge; and this argument 


allowed to be made. It will 


ig good in favor of the proposition of my col- || 
With your ; 


i league to take off the Mint charge. 


| present Mint charges and yourtax for refining 


the export value of your bullion is greater than | 


We have a set of men who 
it to 
They 


its minting value. 
buy bullion for the purpose of shipping 
Great Britain. That is their business. 


now, and can afford to pay a good deal more. 
. The charges and expenses ran up very nearly 
to two per cent., and they can afford to pay one 
and a half per cent. nearly, certainly one per 
cent., more than they can afford to pay at the 
Mint and ship it to England. Why? Because 
. when they goto England there is no refining 
‘ done inthe mint and there is no mint charge. 
The consequence is that the miner is compelled 
to pay all these charges. He is compelled to 
pay the Mint charge and the refining charge. 
‘All this accumulation of charges falls upon the 
miner, and the tendency is to enable the ex- 


| porter to take your bullion abroad before it ia © 


manufactured in this country. 
That proposition of the Senator from Oregon 
is certainly important. I do not believe it will 


i: affect. the Nevada mint, as seems to have been - 


earthly effect upon it one 


© supposed. It has no 
The Government of the 


. way or the other. 


; precisely the same. 
' to the Nevada mint and deposit their bullion, 
they can deposit it and get their coin upon 


- if the people do not wish to deposit there, the 
‘mint cannot continue; if they do, it can. 
: Allowing private refineries to exchange fine 
bullion for unparted bars does not have the 
i slightest effect upon the Nevada mint. [I am 
in favor of giving the Nevada mint a fair trial, 
“and I hope there will be no attempt to strike 
' out the appropriation, so that we may give it 
' a fair trial. I believe it will be of use. The 


| came here. We have undertaken to start it; 


we have a fine mint and a good refining estab- ' 


lishment there, and it will accommodate our 


cents an ounce hae that nearly half the expense | 


is probably | 
lt 


That is the only time when the » 


The Mint charge | 


will pay a little more than the Mint charges i 


United States pays exactly the same for bul- | 
lion at the Nevada mint that it does at the San . 
Francisco mint orat the Mint at Philadelphia— - 
If depositors want to go ` 


the assay the same as they do everywhere else. — 
If we cannot farnish accommodations there, | 


original appropriation for it, as my colleague ; 
justly remarked, was made before either of us | 
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people. At all events, it is perfectly right, 
after the expenditure has been made for estab- 
lishing it, to let the experiment be fairly tried 
whether it is needed or not. Butthis measure 
does not affect it one way or the other. Itsimply 
takes off some of the incumbrances that are 
charged upon the miner, some of those things 
that tend to depreciate his bullion. 

There are two classes of bankers: one buy- 
ing bullion for the purpose of coinage, to ac- 
commodate the community, the other buy- 
ing for the purpose of exportation, When 
i| those buying for the purpose of exportation 
‘| are able to give more for it for that purpose 
than those buying for coinage, then money is 
scarce ; then you have a deficiency of coin ; 
| then you have to pay a bounty for the purpose 
i: of inducing coin at all to flow into circulation. 

The general principle is plain : let manufac- 
turing be done by manufacturers. My friend 
i| from Rhode Island [Mr. Svracux] would not 
| want the Government to undertake to make 
his prints, and charge for the expense of 
doing it. He would think he could get it 
| done as cheaply as they could. Nor does the 
i' owner of bullion want the Government of the 
United States to manipulate it at eleven cents 
an ounce when he can get it manipulated for 
| five or six. All this assists to let the owner 
of bullion manipulate his bullion as cheaply 
as he can and take it to the Mint and get its 
value. Js not that fair? Do you want to 
| prevent men from going into private enter- 
| prises by which they can benefit the commun- 
ii ity, manufacture at home, enhance the price 
i of bullion, and do nobody anyinjury? I can- 


l: not see why there should be the slightest objec- 
l! tion to it, Why the Government originally 
| agreed to do refining is explained by examining 
' the history of our Mint. Thatit should now be 
| abandoned is evident, because there are plenty 
i| of refiners in the country who are willing to 
| manufacture the bullion and fit it for coinage. 
|| There is another thing which the Govern- 
i| ment has to look at. There has been in the 
i| San Francisco mint in the last ten or fifteen 
i| years a bullion fund always, as there is in other 
mints. ‘hat bullion fund is used in this way: 
when the crude bullion is brought to the mint 
it is assayed, its value stamped, and it is paid 
for in coin. Sometimes there has been a defi- 
ciency of the bullion fund, and then parties 
have had to wait a little while; but there is a 
bullion fund kept for the purpose of paying 
depositors as soon as their deposits are assayed. 
There is also a large allowance made for loss 
in refining. You have lost in your bullion 
| fand between four and five hundred thousand ° 
© dollars, and nine tenths of it have been in this 
; system of refining, this manufacturing that the 
Government ought to have nothing to do with; 
nine tenths of it have gone in that way ; nine 
'. tenths of the losses have been in this refining 
| process. You have to have a large amount 
_of the metal in solution in vats all over a large 
_ establishment; it requires a great deal of atten- 
tion; and I undertake to say that the Govern- 
ment is not as well prepared as private indi- 
viduals to watch and guard those vats, and it 
has not succeeded so well. When you assay 
at the Mint you have your assayer there; when 
: you assay a bar, and stamp its value and pay 
| for it, there is no necessity for the Government 
‘ running that other risk longer, provided pri- 
vate refineries will bring refined bullion and 
' exchange it for your unparted bars. 
i Mr. SHERMAN. I feel somewhat at a loss 
to know what my public duty requires in regard 
to this matter. I will simply say that if this 
| amendment is not voted down I shall consider 
it my duty then to explain at considerable 
: length the origin and necessity of maintaining 
the Mint charges now established by law. A 
do not wish to go into a long debate of this 
kind at this stage. I hope the question will be 
taken on the pending amendment, and then I 
will judge what course to take. 
| Mr. SPRAGUE. Mr. President, we are 
i| copying after England in all our financial forms 


1870. 


= 


of action. Ourfinancial situation is diametrit- 
ally opposite from that of England. Money 
there is forced by an irresistible power down 
in prices; ours, by a power almost as irresist- 
ible, is forced upward in price. So that though 
England farms out even the coinage to private 
parties we should do no such thing, even in 
degree. This proposition is in keeping with 
the drift of the times, to aggregate in few hands 
the wealth of the country, which is noticeable 
in the course in business regarding property. 


Here it is proposed by law to abandon to indi- | 


viduals the handling of the gold dust and sil- 
ver ore which now goes direct to the Mint. I 
object to any check of the flow into the Mint 
of our gold product. No private establish- 
ment should be indulged in handling this, the 
vital business fluid of the country. To pre- 
vent the possession at all-of the gold and silver 
production from aggregating in few hands, I 
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the amendment presented by the Senator from 
Nevada [Mr. Nye] to the amendment of the 
Senator from Oregon, [Mr. WILLIAMS,}] and 
upon that question I wish to say a very few 
words. I shall not detain the Senate by any 
lengthy remarks. It is, indeed, with a great 


deal of reluctancethat I claim the attention of | 


the Senate further in this debate on this ques- 


tion, but I propose to present very briefly a | 


few reasons why the coinage charge should be . 


abolished. 
It is believed that the policy of the Govern- 


| ment should tend to the retention of American 


would perfect and distribute Governmentappli- .. 
ances to render into coin gold dust and silver ; 
ore. This proposition is not in the interest | 
of the miner, the country, or the Government, . 
but the refiner. I am for the miner, the coun- ` 


try, and the Government, and | vote against 
the proposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion ig on the amendment of the Senator trom 
Nevada (Mr. Nye] to the amendment of the 
Senator trom Oregon, [Mr. W1LttaMs, | which 
is to insert at the end of the amendment of the 
Senator from Oregon: 

Andnochargeshall hereafter be made for the coin- 
age of gold or silver in the United States Mint orits 
branches. 

Mr. CORBETT. To obviate any objection 
to that amendment, I ask the Senator from 
Nevada to accept this as a substitute: 

Provided, That hereafter thecoinage charge of one 
ball of one per cent. shall be, and hereby is, abol- 
18 r $ 

Mr. NYE. That applies to gold. 

Mr. CORBETT. ‘hat applies to the coin- 
age charge specifically, and applies to the half 
per cent., so that it cannot reduce the receipts 
over $150,000, if all the coinage is taken into 
account. 

Mr. NYE. I will accept that. _ 

Mr. HOWARD. I do not care so much 
about the coinage ; but I notice in the act of 
1856 that the Government charges at the raté 


of one half per cent. forcoining gold ; that is, | 


converting it into money, ‘‘current coin of the 
realm,” so called; and- this charge is made on 
the man who brings the bullion to the Mint to 
have it coined. lt is a charge, therefore, for 
coinage, and acts upon the producer of the 
bullion. It seems to me that that is not right. 
It seems to me that this charge for converting 
gold into coin by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, and fixing upon it the stamp of the 
nation, by which it becomes lawful money, 
ought, like other public charges, to rest equally 
upon the whole people of the United States. 
Why, sir, how is it in regard to the national 
currency, and in regard to what we call the 
greenbacks? Do individuals pay for strikin 
off those evidences of debt, that species o 
money, circulation? No, sir; it is a charge 
upon the whole people of the United States, 
aud itis paid for by universal taxation, like auy 
other public charge. I beg to know what pro- 
priety there is in making adistinction between 
this preparation of our paper currency and the 
preparation of our gold or silver currency by 
the Government? It seems to me that it is a 
distinction without any difference. I can see 
no justice in imposing upon the owner of 
bullion the whole cost of converting his bullion 
iuto coin. It is imposing upon a small class 
of persons in the United States the whole 
responsibility of coinage, which I think ought 
to fallupon all the people of the United States, 
like any other public charge. I hope, there- 
fore, that this amendment of the Senator from 
Nevada will be adopted. 

Mn COLE: Mr. President, the question 
now before the Senate, as I understand it, is 


Aist Cone, 2p Szss.—No. 216. 


bullion at homerather than allow the difference 


between the mint charges of our own and for- | 
eign countries to operate as a premium to || 


Francisco took the testimony of numerous per- 
sons upon the subject of coinage inthe mint; 
and ithas been said—and I believe the facts 
bear out the statement—that all the witnesses 
who were examined upon the subject concurred 
in the opinion that the coinage charge should 
be abolished. ‘The testimony of one witness 
seems to be very pointed, and is worthy the 
attention of the Senate before the vote is taken 
on this question. I send to the desk and ask 


. the Clerk to read from the testimony of a 


person who seems to be conversant with the 
: subject, Mr. Garnett, commencing on page 
280 of the committee’s report. 


éncourage its shipment abroad, and that is the © 


effect of the coinage charge. 


were last summer in San Francisco, in the tes- 
timony of one of the witnesses who has had a 
good deal of experience in mint matters, the 
following question and reply with regard to 
bullion, the question being put, I believe, by 
the present occupant of the chair, [Mr. Taur- 
MAN, ] 4 member of that committee : 

_“* Question. Has it not generally been more valu- 
able to the exporter to send it off in the form of bul- 


lion rather than coin? 
** Answer, 


there very quickly.” 

The whole argument upon this point is 
summed up in that answér. The little differ- 
ence that 1s made by the imposition of this 
charge of one half of one per cent. upon the 
coinage of bullion drives it to a foreign market, 


and the bullion is bought up by persons en- 


| gaged in that speculation for the purpose of 


meeting checks abroad, and sent there instead 
of coin, and, indeed, instead of other commod- 
ities which would otherwise go to meet the 
' demand of the balance of trade. 


Yes; a very small difference between i 
tho value of bullion here and in London carries it | 


I óbservein the | 
reportof the Committee on Retrenchment, who | 


Mr. POMEROY. I do not object to the 
reading of that, but I submit that we ouglit to 
vote. We have talked on this question for 
nearly two days now. 

Mr. COLE. The extractis a short one, and 


| I shall not add a word to it. 


Mr. POMEROY. I have no objection to 
its being read, but I want to vote. - 

Mr. COLE. I only ask for the reading of 
two questions and answers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The extract 


` sent to the Chair by the Senator from Califor- 


nia will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


“Question, What is your opinion in respect to the 


| chargesthe Government ought toimpose for coining? 


Answer, They now charge one half of one percent. 
My opinion is that the charge ought to be abrogated 
altogether; it should be free. 

Question, State your reasons for that opinion. 

Answer. That is a question which has been very 
fully discussed in Kuropeduring the last two or threo 
hundred years; und more recentlyin England again, 
growing outofthe monetary convention of Paris. [see 
that the chancellor of the exchequer has made a vory 
astonishing proposition in relation to the English 
sovereign, to impose a seigniorage or coinage charge 
of oneper cent. The English has been thoonly Gov- 
ernment which has had an absolutely free coinage 


.. 
. 


‘ system. ‘They arc now getting a little apprehensive 


It is also true that such a modifi¢ation of the | 
‘law would tó some extent stimulate mining | 


- enterprise, encburage an important but poorly- 
paid branch of industry, and increase our an- 
nual product of the precious metals. To bė 
sure, the effect upon the mining business of a 
charge of this kind would not, E suppose 
weigh very heavily, but it has some éffect, an 
if this is removed it will present another stim- 
ulus to mining operations in which the whole 
business interests of the country dté interested. 
This is not simply interesting ta those who 
prodace bullion in æ particular settion of the 
country, but the whole country is ifterested 
in it. alae ames 

I may add that the removal of the coinage 
charge by raising the mint value of bullion 
above its market vdlue for shipméut would in- 
crease our coinage, swell the volume of specie 
in circulation, and stimulate, as I stated a mo- 
ment ago, the expotting of other commodities 
than gold and silver. This is d ptoposition so 
clear as to need only to be stated to prove 
itself. i. me tated 

It requires something also in countries be- 
tween whieh there is a large-commerce, as is 


the case between this and the various coun- | 


about their stock of bullion and coin. France has 
seemed to accumulate almost all the gold of the 
world; and, as a means ofchecking the export abroad, 
the English propose levying a seigniorage on their 
coin by reducing its weight. ‘The technical part of 
the question is very little understood by the ablest 


`; politico-economic writers, and they are very apt to 
` contéund two distinct modes of levying aseigniorage 


tries of Europe, particularly England, to adjust | 


the balances of trade; and in some slight de- 
gree this chärge upon coinage, this seigniorage 
that is placed by the Government upon the 
builidn that is taken to the mint to be con: 
verted into. coin, operates upon this demand 
to meet tle balances of trade. ve 

The entire cost of refining the total bullion 
product of the country in gold, $21,000,000; or 
$22,000,000 as it appears to be, would not 
much exceed $100,000. ; and itis no hazard to 


say that the benefit to the Government by hav- 


ing the increase that would result from the | 


abolition of this coinage charge, the advantage | 
to trade generally, the advantage to the whole 


commercial interests of the country, would 
much more than counterbalance the surrender 
of that amount of revenue. 7 

It has beén stated in the’ debate that the 
| Committed: on Retrenchment while in San 


: for 


or coinage charge, the effects of which are very dif- 
ferent. One is suchas ours and in France, where you 
coin the,whole amount of a man’s deposit into coip 
of {yll weight and deduct a proportion of those coins 
as seigniorage. The other is where you take from 
him a portion of the metal he brings in, and coin the 
balance into the same number of coins of less weight 
that the whole deposit would make of full coins. tor 
instance, if I were to take5374 ounces of standard gold 
to our Mint, which is exactly one thousand cagles, 
the Government would coin that into one thousand 
eagles, or $10,000, and they would reserve five eagles, 
which is fifty dollars, or one half of one per cent., 
this, making 2.68 ounces; and they would deliver 
to me 534.81 ounces, or nine hundred and ninety-five 
eagiés, being. $9,950, That is, they have taken fifty 
dollars out of me individually, when all the world 
is as much interested in coinage as I am. That is the 
direct mode; that is the mode used by.us and hy 
France. The other mode is to take the 2.68 ounces of 
bullion from me and then turn my 534.81 ounces into 
one thousand eagles end give them to me as $10,000. 
There,the coin passes for a greater value than the 
amount of bullion it contains. Thatis the mode of 
seigniorage which prevents the export of coin, and 
retains the coin in circulation ; because it contains 
less bullion. than its current value, and theretore 
nobody will take it at ten dollars and export it 
abroad and only get $9 95 for it. That ‘system isa 
prevention of the export of the coins of a. country; 
and in that. view the chancellor ofthe exchequer has 
récommended that the sovereign be reduced one per 
cent. But it would have this effect: it would lead at 
once to. the recoinage of ali the old coin in existence; 


: because there would be aclear profit of atleast three 


fourths of one per cent. in doing so. . It would do- 
plete France of its coinage, which ig of full weight, 
because there would be a profit of three toarths: per 
cent., and the gold coin of Franco would go to Eng- 
land and be converted into sovereigns. He évidentiy 
does not see that part of the effect it would have. 
The English idea of money, which ig a universal 
equivalent of values with a certain fixedunit beyond 
arbitrary capriceor cupidity, which shal! at all times 
represent a certain value, is the realidea of money, 
I think. In accordance with that, for two hundred 
years, after having been discyssed by the ablest mon 
in Engtand; they have had ever since Charies 11’s 
day a free gold coinage; and only now have they 
suggested this idea of a seigniorage, because of the 
fact, that her coinage being of full weight, a stamped 
ingot Tiko ours, is apt to be melted down or go 
abroad,’ F 


Mr. POMEROY. I ought to ask pardon 
of the Senator from California. I see this 
subject has been under discussion for two hun- 
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dred years, and I suppose we have just com- 
menéed it here, ` 

Mr. SHERMAN. It will take two days’ 
debate here now if it is gone into further. 

Mr. POMEROY. By the paper read I see 
that it has been discussed for two hundred 
years, and if we commence on it now we shall 
all die before we get through with it. [Laugh- 


er. | 
Mr. COLE. It will be under discussion as 


| 


t$ 
pl 
p 


i 


long as gold remains the currency of the world. | 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 
this way as in any other. [Laughter. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICEK. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Nevada to the amendment of the Senator trom 
Oregon. 


We might as well die in . 


_ing the salary of these officers to correspond 
‘ with the appropriation made here. 
` simply becanse I think’ these two officers 


The amendment to the amendment was . 
the other, and leave it where it is by law, and 


disagreed to—ayes eleven, noes not counted. 
Mr. COLE. I suppose there is a great deal 


of reluctance to considering the subject in con- | 


tion. 
: Mr. POMEROY. Because one officer has 


nection with this appropriation bill. 
Mr. POMEROY. That is it. 
Mr. COLE. ‘This is not a decision of the 
merits of the question. l 
Mr. WILLIAMS. No; Iam in favor of the 


proposition, and will fight for it as hard as I, 


can ; but it is not properly here. 
Mr. COLL.. This is not to be regarded at 


© sous why we should change the salaries of ' 
‘ some of our officers, but I can see no reason | 


all as a decision of the merits of the question. ` 
Mr. POMEROY. I voted against it because 
I did not want to put any such legislation on ' 


an appropriation bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- | 


tion now is on the amendment of the Senator `' 
:. cers, the proposition being to raise the pay of | 


from Oregon. 
The:amendment was declared to be rejected ; 
there being—ayes six, noes not counted. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That is on the same | 


principle. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I 
the bill comes into the Senate I intend to re- 
sist the amendments for general legislation 


that have been put on this bill for the expend- | 
itare of millions of money. Whenever a prop- | 


osition is made to save anything, then of 
course the Senate cannot consent to it. 

Mr. STEWART. I believe it is in time to 
call for the yeas and nays. I call forthem. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. You may as well wait |; 


now until we get into the Senate. 

Mr. STEWART. Ifa meritorious proposi- 
tion is not to be considered after it has been 
diseussed this length of time, I think we ought 
to- know it 
the Senate. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I would gay to 
Senators that if gentlemen cannot carry their 
propositions in harmony with the judgment of 
the Senate I do not think it is well to threaten 
what they will do on some other proposition, 
and I do not believe anything will be gained 
by that sort of argument. 

Mr. STEWART. 
anything ; but I have a right here in the Sen- 
ate to allude to the inconsistency of a reason 
assigned. Senators say that because this is 
legislation they will not put iton the bill, when 
they have been legislating on the bill for the 
last week. If we are to discuss other measures 
on their merits, and put them on, and this is 
te be voted down without regard to its merits, 
because it is legislation, it seems to me it is 
very inconsistent, and I think I have a right 
to say 80. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What is the 
question? i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understood the Serator from Nevada to de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STEWART. I withdraw the call. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Oregon is not 

reed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I désire to offer an amend- 
ment, of which I have given notice, in line 
thirty-four, to raise the amount appropriated 
for the superintendent of the doeument-room 
of the Senate from $1,800 to $2,160, I do that 


; bat I will wait until we get into 


I do not expect to gain | 


p i moves. 
ive notice that when 


| which he announces prevails, to leave this first - 
|! officer who appar in the bill where he is now: i| 
. If, however, 


| to raise the salary of this officer let him. put it 


f 
| information so readily. The superintendent of | 
t 
| 
l 


! if one is raised the other ought to be. 
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to keep him upon the same footing on which 
the Committee on Appropriations have put the 
superintendent of the folding-room. think 
these two officers have always had the same | 
salary; they perform the same character of | 
duties, and they ought to be on the same foot- li 
ing. : 
Mr. POMEROY. I suggest to the Senator 
from Ohio whether this is not an increase of ' 
the salary of the superintendent of the docu- | 
ment-room ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The same remark might - 
be made in regard to the other proposition. | 
An amendment may have to be put in, rais- 


I do it 


Mr. POMEROY. I propose to strike out 


then leave this on the same footing. 
Mr. SHERMAN. That is another ques- 


been raised by an amendment which has not 
yet received the concurrence of the Senate, it 
is now proposed to move an amendment to - 
raise another to correspond. I can see rea- | 


for this on the ground stated by the Senator 
from Ohio. 

Mr. CONKLING. I understand the Sen- 
ator from Ohio to say—and I do not wonder 
he says it—that he moves this amendment by 
way of equality and justice between these offi- — 


one of the same grade whose services perhaps 
are in some senses no more valuable at least : 
than those of the officer in whose behalf he 
Am I right in that? eect 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. ©... 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish to make a sug- | 
gestion, though I do not mean to take issue | 
with the Senator from Kansas. Very likely the - 
whole purpose will be attained if the motion ;: 


e alone is to be raised, or if the 
superintendent of the document-room is to be |! 
raised, then I wish to move, as an amendment | 
to the amendment, to embrace one or two | 
other officers who I think ought to have their 
pay correspondingly raised. Ï will not suggest | 
it at this moment until I see whether the Sen- 
ator from Kansas will make his motion first 
and let us try that. If he does not do that, | 
then I want two changes, which I think should |: 
be made, which are required by justice and 
equality quite as much as this change sug- i: 
gested by the Senator from Ohio. . f 

Mr. POMEROY. I want the Senator from |, 
Ohio to put it on another ground. If he wants |; 


on the ground that it is necessary, not because |; 
some other officer has his pay raised. If the | 
Senator will put it on any ground that I can | 
sanction I will vote for it. : | 

Mr. SHERMAN. The facts are just these: 
the superintendent of the document-room, as 
we know, has charge of an immense mass of , 
matter; he has been here twenty years, I be- i 
lieve ; at any rate longer than I can remember. 
Heis an invaluable index to all the documents, 
without which a good many of us could not get 


the folding-room is a gentleman who no doubt 
discharges his duties well. He has charge of | 
the documents that are folded below. I think 


Mr. POMEROY. Does the Senator think 
the one should be raised? That is all I want |: 
to know of the chairman of the Committee on |; 
Finance. i 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ithink they should have |! 
equal salaries. That is a question for the | 
Senate to decide. i! 

Mr. ANTHONY. I have been brought in | 
contact a good deal, as I presume most Sena- 
tors have, with the superintendent of the docu- 


' sidering those who may 


i paper around documents. 


ment-room. He certainly is one of the most 
valuable officers of this body, and he is a man 
who, upon the principles on which any private 
gentleman manages his business, any banker 
any merchant, any manufacturer, would re. 
ceive an advance in his compensation. If you 
ask him fora document that was printed in 
the Seventh Congress, he will bring it to you 
in half an hour. He is a man of information 
and experience. The Senator from Ohio very 


_ fitly characterized him when he called him a 


living index of the business of Congress. 
Mr. POMEROY. If any services of that 


_ kind are put as a reason why we should do the 


thing, I will vote for it. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not mean to detract 
from anything said on behalf of the superin- 
tendent of the document-room, because | agree 
in all of it. He is avery valuable man, and 


. ought to be treated as a meritorious officer. 


Nevertheless it is perfectly obvious to all of 
us, as it was to the Senator from Kansas, that 
this proposition comes here now, not on account 
of the merits of this officer, but because another 


_ increase is proposed tor which as yet no reason 


whatever has been assigned. It has been pro- 
posed for an officer who has not been referred 
to specially to increase his pay by a certain 


‘ number of hundreds of dollars ; and thereupon, 


that there need be nothing invidious in his 
favor, it is proposed to extend that same bene- 
fit to another officer; and then we hear, and 
hear very truly, that the last-named officer is 


. very meritorious. 


Now, there are other meritorious officers 
here, very meritorious officers; and although 


' Iam not in favor of an increase of salaries and 


regret to see it done—regret to see it done by 
the Senate and upon this appropriation bill for 


_ i! special reasons—yet if it is to be done, if this 
© manis to beadded in order that there need not 


be an invidious discrimination against him, then 
I shall insist that there are others who ought 
to be added in order that there need not be an 
invidious discrimination against them—men 
who get less pay than these, and who work 
hard, and who, I think, are very meritorious 


; officers, and for whom an equally strong case 


can be made. 

As I say, Iam not in favor of an increase 
of salaries generally; but to begin by saying 
that we increase the salary of the superintend- 
ent of the folding-room, for which as yet we 
have heard no reason at all, and then that we 
will increase the salary of another officer for 
fear it would be invidious to him if we did not, 
and then say. we will son there without con- 

have much stronger 
cases, I think will hardly do. Therefore, while 
I concur most fully in all that has been said in 
favor of this officer, and agree with my friend 
before me, [Mr. Morron,] who said in his seat 


| that he ought to have a good salary, yet I say 


to him that when this is done for these two 
men, if there are others equally meritorious 
who get much less pay, we can hardly tura 


|| around and say we willnot consider them atall. 


My impression is that the safe way would 
be, as suggested by the Senator from Kansas, 
to stand exactly where we are. I do not un- 
derstand that the officer of whom we are speak- 
ing has made any complaint that his pay is not 
sufficient. No doubt he would like to receive 
more pay. He is avery conscientious man. 
If his pay was in truth. inadequate I think he 
would not hesitate to say so. me 

There is a consideration in that respect which 
Certainly does not pertain to the mere folding 
and wrapping up in paper of documents in the 
room below ; and yet the Senate will see that 
this proposition starts in the idea of increasing 
the pay of the man who overlooks wrapping: 
There is no intel- 
lectuality about that, no high art of any kind. 
It is laborious, but it is a mechanical business. 

The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] 
well directs my attention to the fact that this 
does require a higher kind of service, and yet 
it comes here as a secondary consideration, 


1870. 


oe 


induced, and indaced accidentally, because in 
the case of another officer an increase was pro- 

osed. Now, when | come to compare with 
the superintendent of the document-roomsome 
other officers whom I shall suggest if this be 


osition that they quite as much as he ought 
to have their pay raised. Though it is ungra- 
cious to interpose against any oflicer, | think 
we ought to stand where we are at this time. 
We have refused to raise other salaries; we 
are going to refuse to raise other salaries ; but 
if we begin we cannot stop with these two men 
by any means. 

“The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 


Ohio. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is the question first on 
that amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The other has been 
adopted, and [ will state that if in the Senate 
either falls | am willing both should fall. 

Mr. CONKLING. Suppose we first take 
the question on the motion to reconsider the 
amendment already adopted; will that not be 
satisfactory to everybody? And if that is not 


Mr. CONKLING. In the light of that, if 
we may just take the sense of the Senate on 
the question to reconsider the amendment 
already agreed to, which is for neither of those 


i cases, and which stands on an entirely differ- 
‘done I think no Senator will gainsay the prop- | 
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text of this bill as it comes from the House 
of Representatives we have raiseda number 
of the salaries. I will instance one. The 


| Sergeant-at-Arms, as the Senator from Kan- 


ent footing, then, for the grounds which the | 
Senator from Rhode Island has stated, I will - 


go with him with great pleasure for an increase 
of the pay of those three officers, of whom he 
shall say nothing in commendation with which 
I will not agree. But each Senator will see 


now that we have commenced with a case | 


totally different, and which cannot stand for 
one moment upon the footing which he assigns 
for the officers he has named. Now, let the 


sas says, the Sergeant-at-Armsand Doorkeeper 
has by this bill $4,320 salary. By the appro- 
priation last year he had $2,400. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Bat his perquisites are 
cut off by this bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Not at all. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yes they are. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us see: 


Provided, That he shall receive, directly or indi- 


: rectly, no fees or other compensation or emolument 


sense of the Senate be taken on the motion to : 
reconsider the previous amendment; and that | 


wiil dispose of all other similar cases and leave 


- the three specifically named to stand by them- 


reconsidered I wish to suggest an amendment . 


myself. If itis reconsidered the Senator from 
Ohio will acquiesce in that. 
that does not stand in the way of anybody’s 
convenience, to reconsider the vote by which 
the other amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That can 


I will move, if | 


| 
| 


only be done by unanimous consent, more than | 


two days having elapsed since the vote was ` 


taken. l 
Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose under the rules 


that cannot be done until we get into the 


Senate. 
Mr. CONKLING. Itcan be done by consent. 


We can test the sense of the Senate on the 
motion to reconsider. 
that. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I donot object to that. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then let us do it by 
consent, because if the motion to reconsider 
does not prevail I want to move an amend- 


ment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Isthereany | 


yation to entertaining the motion to recon- 
sider? 
Mr. ANTHONY. I offered an amendment, 


which was referred to the Committee on Ap- ` 


propriations some days ago, affecting the com- 
pensation of three officers of this body, all of 
whom have been here over twenty-five years, 
and I think two of them more than thirty 
years. 
presence as I think, but I will say that I be- 
lieve nobody has ever been more faithfully 
served by corresponding officers than the Sen- 
ate has been by these officers. 
Chief Clerk, the assistant doorkeeper, (whose 


compensation is $400 less than the correspond- | 


ing officer of the House, ) and the superintend- 
ent of the document-room. The amendment 
includesthose three. There are other officers of 
the Senate whose pay I should like to increase ; 
but these men were here in the time of Web- 
ster and Clay and Calhoun and Benton, and 
enjoyed, some of them, and I think all of them, 
their friendship and their confidence. They 
have been here longer than any member of 
this body; and certainly upon those priuciples 
on which men ordinarily transact their busi- 
ness the time has come when there should be 
some recognition of the long and faithful ser- 
vices of these men. I have put them all to- 
gether. The advance proposed. is very mod- 
erate to each of them. And I believe that if 
the same service which they have rendered to 
this body had been rendered to a banking insti- 
lution or an insurance office, or to a large mer- 
tantile establishment, it would have secured 
them a much higher rate of compensation than 
they have here; but we all know there is an 
Attraction about public service which keeps 
men here. 


They are the | 


l 


Nobody will object to |: 


4 


selves. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New York asks unanimous consent to 
move to reconsider the vote on the amend- 
ment by which the salary of the superintendent 
of the folding-room was raised. Is there ob- 
jection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. HOWARD. What is the motion? 


of the Senate on raising his salary. - 

Mr. CRAGIN. I should like to state one 
| or two 
| may not be known——— 


|| Mr. CONKLING. I hope the Senator does 


‘ not object to the reconsideration. 
Mr. CRAGIN. No, sir. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the reconsideration. a 
Mr. CONKLING. Let it be reconsidered. 


The motjon to reconsider was agreed to. 


` Senator. 


whatever for performing the duties of the office, or 
in connection therewith. 

That does not cut off the mail service, and is 
not intended to do so. ‘There are no fees or 
perquisites connected with the office of Ser- 


i geant-at-Arms of the Senate, and never were. 


He gets a fee for summoning witnesses, but 
that amounts to very little. The Senator from 
Vermont has an official statement showing that 
it does not amount to $200a year, and never did. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Allow me to correct the 
I will state to the Senator that dur- 


- ing the impeachment trial the Sergeant-at-Arms 
Mr. CONKLING. Simply to take the sense | 


facts in relation to that officer which į 


` the Sergeant-at-Arms received. 


The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Thequestion . 


recurs on the amendment in relation to the 
superintendent of the folding-room, which is 
in lines thirty-seven and thirty-eight to strike 
out $1,800 and insert $2,160. 

Mr. CRAGIN. The superintendent of the 
folding-room is an officer that is required to 


|| remain here all the time, not only while the 


They are writing 


Senate isin session, but during all the vacations, 
for it is well known that documents are being 
sent off constantly to Senators at their homes. 
letters constantly to be an- 


': gwered, for books, &c., so that this officer is 


required to be here the whole time ; whereas 
some of the other officers connected with the 
| Senate, clerks, &c., have long leaves of absence 


| during the. summer, many of them almost the | 


‘ entire vacation. This, I apprehend, was the 


f reason that induced the Committee on Appro- 
I do not like to speak of them in their |: 


priations to recommend an increase of this sal- 
ary. I believe that proposition will commend 
itself to the attention of the Senate, and I think 
will agree with the committee in their recom- 
| mendation. 

| Mr. POMEROY. I ask the Senator whether 
the superintendent of the folding-room does 
` not have a clerk? 

Mr. CRAGIN. Not atall. He has no clerk ; 
_he has one messenger, who runs with books. 
' He himself keeps the entire book of accounts; 
‘ and is the principal, almost the only man in 


i 


| the office. 


to say one word explaining how it happened 


, that thisamendment was reported bythe Com- | 
We made it con- . 


mittee on Appropriations. 
form to the salary of the superintendent of the 
| folding-room of the House. I do not. know 
i any other reason. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. I apprehend that the 


Senate does not fully understand the increases Í 


| of salary that are in this bill. I understand 
| that we, if we pass this bill as it stands, are in- 
creasing very largely the salary of a number of 


officers, and I think it ought te be brought to |; 


the attention of the Senate. We had up the 
other day the case of the chief clerk of the 
Navy Department, and it seems that the House 


of Representatives had in their bill raised his 


| 


received several thousand dollars. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The official reports, I 
think, do not show that. 

Mr. HOWARD. They ought to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. They ought to if he 
received it, certainly. That was an extraor- 
dinary occasion, which is not likely to occur 
again. We have a statement from the Secre- 
tary of the Senate which shows exactly what 
If the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire has that statement 
I should be very glad to have him refer to it. 

„Mr. CRAGIN. I remember approving the 


bills. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the report of 
the Secretary as to the amount paid shows no 
such state of things. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Beyond that, when the 
Committee on the Conduct of the War was in 
éxistence, the Sergeant-at-Arms received quite 
large fees through all that time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [should like to inquire 
of the Senator from New Hampshire if the 
official reports do not show what he received? 

Mr. CRAGIN. I suppose they ought to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. They oughtto. Then 
I think that would be the best source to which 


: to go. 


the Senator from New Hampshire wou 
‘nish a report which shows the facts. 


: know hew the fact is. a 
' official statement which I gave to.the chairman 
` of the Committee on Contingent Expenses, for 
| whose purposes I obtained it, who does not 


. Mr. CRAGIN. I can refer to them. 
Mr. TRUMBULL, I would be very pa if 
d fur- 
I would 
ask the Senator from Vermont, who made the 

inquiry and has the facts, to state them. 
ír. EDMUNDS. I hada written statement 
from the Secretary’s office showing how much 
the Sergeant-at-Arms for the last two years 
had received beyond his regular official salary, 


_ specifying the fees for official services, sum- 


moning witnesses, and all that sort of thing ; 
and they were absolutely trifling. They did 
not amount to $100. There is the carrying 


: of the mails, the pay for horses, &c., which 
amounts to a large sum; but the items named 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think I ought | 


in R immediate bill before us amount to very 
little. . : 
Mr. HOWARD. Does tbat include his fees 


„and mileage for summoning witnesses ? 


_Mr. EDMUNDS.. Yes, sir. 
- Mr. HOWARD. That must be utterly im- 
possible; for I know that. the Sergeant-at- 


| Arms, the predecessor of. the present. incum- 


bent, received thousands and thousands of 
dollars for mileage and serving subpenas upon 
witnesses to bring them before committees of 


- inquiry of this body. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That may be. , I do not 
All I know is that the 


salary before it came here; aud in the printed || happen to be here—the official written state- 
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ment from the Secretary’s cashier, going back 
for the years 1868 and 1869, shows no such 


thing; but it shows very small sums, and in || 
respect to the last year, I am sure, less than | connection with that. 
i| may be very proper 


$100. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Ithinkthebestevidence . 


in regard to this matter is the amount of money 
that was paid. The Senator from Vermont 
has called upon the Secretary and got a state- 
ment from him, and the amount paid last year 
wag about one hundred dollars, and the year 
before very trifling. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
before me ; but when the Senator from Tilinois 
makes that statement, although he states it on 


I have not the vouchers ` 


the best information he has, it is by no means © 


correct. The Sergeant-at-Arms has been in 
the habit of receiving mileage from the Gov- 
ernment for summoning witnesses here ever 
since he has been in office. It has been the 
practice of the office. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Nodoubtof it. The only 
question is how extensive it is within the last 
year or two. 

Mr. HOWARD. If the Senator from Ver- 
mont supposes $100 a year would pay him for 


his services and mileage in summoning wit- | 


nesses he must see at once that the thing is 
impossible. 


I know that one joint committee ' 


- matter, I wish to say that the chairman of the 


of the House and Senate, appointed to make | 


inquiry into a certain subject, summoned before 
them a great number of witnesses from great 
distances in the country; and Mr. Brown was 
paid large sums for mileage and travel for sum- 
moning all those witnesses. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I have no doubt that this 
bill reduces the compensation of the Sergeant- 
at-Arms materially, — 
` Mr. HOWARD. I think so. 

Mr. ANTHONY. And I dare say very prop- 
erly. He ought to have an honorable salary, 
but it should be a fixed salary, about the same 
as that of a Senator. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Undoubtedly the Ser- 
geant-at-Armsought tohave, and all the officers 
ought to have, a competent and fixed salary. 
What I was calling attention to was that we 
were raising the salary of the Sergeant-at- Arms 
by this bill some $2,000, and no attention was 
called to it. The Senator from Rhode Island 
and the Senator from Michigan think that this 
bill does not raise it at all; that by taking off 


certain fees it leaves the compensation really || 
The Senator 


no higher than it was before. 
from Vermont, who has taken the trouble to go 
to the Secretary’s office to find out what amount 
is paid, says that the amount paid for the last 


year or,two has been only $100 a year, or less |, 
than that. There was an impeachment trial | 
one year when a great many witnesses were || 
summoned, and perhaps the fees may have | 
‘| have ten committees before whom witnesses | 


amounted to more that year. I should suppose 
they would. But that was an extraordinary 
state ef things, and there might be some pro- 
priety in paying something extra on that occa- 
sion. I understand the statement which the 
Senator from Vermont has, embraces the time 


since the impeachment trial was over and since | 


the Committee on the Conduct of the Warwere 
discharged; but it embraces the ordinary ex- 
penses for summoning witnesses and matters 
of that kind by the Sergeant-at-Arms. The 
Senate will. bear in mind we baye very few 
investigations in this body. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
mg what the question before the Senate is? 
` The VICE PRESIDENT, The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment reported by the 
Committee on Appropriations on page 8, in- 
creasing the pay of the superintendent of the 
folding-room. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. So I supposed. 
My honorable friend from Illinois is discuss- 
ing the Sergeant-at-Arms. o , 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think very properly it 
brings up the subject of raising the salaries ; 
and the raising of one officer may very prop- 


erly 
. Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It brings up the 


I should like to- 


‘tion of the House, which includes the Ser- 


` at-Arms of the House, he will find a very large 


i those of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, 


| Jost, but that on the whole, taking all things 


| Ido not remember whatitis. But the Sergeant- 


| Secretary’s office by the cashier, in going 
through all the various heads, that this is the 


| account has just been settled which contains 


subject of raising the salary of this particular 
officer? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Undoubtedly it does in 
If we raise the others it 
to raise this. One depends 
upon the other. , 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I remind my 
honorable friend as he has a proposition here | 
to raise the salaries ofthe female clerks, whether © 
he would not be kind enough to postpone his | 
remarks until he comes to that question ? 
[Langhter. ] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, we are 
proposing in the bill not to equalize salaries, | 
but to raise the salaries of certain officers; and | 
I would state to the Senator from Maine in all 
kindness that I do not think he apprised the 
Senate that he had raised the salaries of these 
officers. It was only accidentally that my 
attention was called to the fact that the House | 
had raised the salaries of a number of officers | 
in the bill. : 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. For fear the 
Senator should be taken by surprise on this 


Committee on Appropriations does not under- 
stand that these officers’ salaries to whom he 
refers are raised by the bill, but on the con- | 
trary, accepting the action of the House, they 
are very greatly reduced. If he takes the ac- 


geant-at-Arms of the Senate and the Sergeant- 


saving. I will suggest one thing farther by the 
Senator’s indulgence. Having fixed these sal- 
aries, having taken away the perquisites of the 
House Sergeant-at-Arms, which I agree with | 
the Senator from Illinoisare much larger than 


and having fixed his salary at $4,300, it was 
thought to be expedient to fix thesalary of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate at the same 
rate and cut off his perquisites also. On that 
ground, and with the belief that nothing was 


together, much was saved, it did not occur to 
me to present this matter to the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The duties. are very 
different, as I understand. The Sergeant-at- 
Arms of the House is the disbursing officer 
of the House. He pays the members. He has 
very different duties to perform from the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms of the Senate. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Does he not receive any- 
thing for that? : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. He gets an allowance ; 


at-Arms of the Senate has no such duties to 
perform. The House has committees of investi- 
gation in session nearly the whole time. They 
are sending for witnesses constantly. They | 


are summoned where the Senate has one. l 

I have now the statement from the Secretary’ s 
office to which I before referred, and I wish 
the Senator from Maine to hear it, giving the 
total amount of fees for summoning witnesses, 
and services of that kind, which are cut off by 
this bill. The total amount from April, 1869, | 
until April, 1870, is $100 08. , 

Mr. HOWARD. Will the Senator from Hii- 
nois inform us whether that includes any money | 
except that which is paid from the contingent 
fund of the Senate? Does it include the sev- | 
eral appropriations made to pay expenses of 
investigating committees, witnesses, &c.? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am informed ut the 


don. I repeat to him again that it is not con- 
fined to the contingent fund, but includes all 
that has been paid out of various accounts. 
I went to the financial clerk in the Secretary's 
office, and he went over three or four accounts 
and, unless he has made a mistake, thisineludes” 


| all the money paid for these services between 


the periods named. Of course it varies from 
year to year. Nobody doubts that. 
Mr. HOWARD. ‘Then I understand from 


r the Senator that that is the whole sum from 
| every source paid to the Sergeant-at Arms over 


and above his ordinary compensation. Is 


I did not hear the Sen- 


: that it? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


_ator’s question. 


Mr. HOWARD. Isthat $100 the whole sum 


| paid to the Sergeant-at-Armssince April, 1869, 


from all sources? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no; not at all. It 
is the whole amount paid to the Sergeant-at- 


| Arms for summoning witnesses to attend before 
| the Senate or before committees. 


It does not 
include the very large sum that is paid to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms for furnishing horses, carry- 
alls, boxes, and the Lord knows what. 

Mr. HOWARD. I was speaking of the 
summoning of witnesses. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That I understand to be 
the total for that period of time. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Allow me to ask 
what period of time that statement covers ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It covers one year, from 
April, 1869, to April, 1870. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Has the Sen- 
ator a statement for any other period of time? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; I was only able to 


| get this for the last year. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I am informed 
by the Sergeant-at-Arms that his pay for sum- 
moning witnesses during the last thirty days 
has been $200. f 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes; itchanges from time 
to time as there is occasion for summoning 
witnesses. l 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator says it is 
$200 for the last month. . The Committee on 
Printing may have had some witnesses sum- 
moned. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Mainé. And it will be 
found that for the year before it was very large, 
and amounted to some thousands of dollars. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will endeavor to ascer- 
tain exactly what it is. I think it will be found 
that it is not for any year anything like the 
increase of salary which is: proposed by this 


bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It may have been during 
the impeachment trial. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I+think not even then. 
I think it will turn out that in no year has it 
been equal to the increase of salary now pro- 
posed. Now, the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Sen- 
ate gets his compensation chiefly from carry- 
ingthe mails. He is allowed so much for his 
horses—I do not know how much—and for a 
certain number of horses, and he delivers the 
mails, and that is not cut off by this bill. The 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Ferry] isnow 
in the Chamber, and he can state how this is. 
I understand that the compensation of the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms is made up to avery great extent 


| from the perquisites received in connection 


with the distribution of the mails and in the 


| keeping of horses, for which so much per day, 


total sum of money paid to the Sergeant-at- 
Arms out of anything for that species of ser- 
vice between the Ist of April, 1869, and the 
lst of April, 1870. It is $2 20 more than the 
statement 1 had the other day, because an 


that $2 20. : Su 

Mr. HOWARD.: Undoubtedly it is con- 
fined to the contingent fund. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 


I beg the Senator's par- |} 


perhaps, is allowed. That is a great item of 
expense to the Government, or the great item 
on which the Sergeant-at-Arms draws money. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I wish to allude to one or 
two facts that do not apply exactly to the pres- 
ent state of things. Butduring the time that 


' I have been in the Senate we have had, in the 


first place, the Committee on Retrenchment. 
Some twenty-five thousand dollars have been 
appropriated for that committee ; and the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, as my friend from Vermont 


| knows, has received large sums of money tor 
! summoning witnesses 


before that committee. 
Then we had the Committee on Ordnance, 
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with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Howard] - 
as chairman. He knows that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms received @ good many thousand dol- 


Jars for summoning witnesses before that com- | 
` more than is 


mittee. 


Mr. FERRY. 


If my friend will allow me, 


i 

j 
iH 
‘| 


the witness fees and mileage of the Sergeant- : 
at-Arms for the last yearending April 30, 1870, - 


were just $97 83. 

Mr. l 
cents have been added to that since. 

Mr. HOWARD. The Senator from New 
Hampshire will allow me to say a word. The 
joint Committee on Ordnance was created in 
1867,and pursued its labors for probably a year. 
The sum appropriated for the payment of the 
expenses of that committee, including those 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms, was $15,000. The 
Sergeant-at-Arms had the disposition of that 
sum under the sanction of the committee. 

Mr, TRUMBULL. Chiefly for witnesses. 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir; the most of it 
was paid out for the expenses of witnesses. 

Mr. CONKLING. And the traveling ex- 
penses of those sent to summon them, 

Mr. HOWARD. And mileage for the off- 
cers who served the subpenas, and other inci- 
dental expenses. The whole appropriation 
wasexhausted. There is nothing of it remain- 
ing, but there is still a balance due to one of 


the banks of this city, which ought. to. have |: 
been paid by the former Sergeant-at-Arms, for | 


money advanced to him for the benefit of the 
committee, over and above the $15,000. 

Mr. CRAGIN. 
have the bill before me—that the bill of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms for the impeachment trial 
was $4,028. That money, of, course, was not 
all entirely paid to him. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And it was not neces- 
satily in connection with witnesses, either. 


TRUMBULL. ‘Two dollars and twenty ` 


to make these suggestions to show that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms during the past five or six 
years has received large amounts in addition 
to his salary, and, in my judgment, altogether 
rovided in this bill 

Mr. EDMUNDS. More than nineteen hun- 
dred dollars a year, which is this increase? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
trial of the impeachment it seems that the 


ape were some four thousand and odd. 
dollars; I did not catch the exact amount. ` 


The Senator mentions two items of it, tele- 
graphing and horses, amounting to $700; but 
when you come to scan that report Ido not 
believe that. the whole witness fees in that 
extraordinary trial will amount to $1,900, 
which is the increase proposed in the salary 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms by this bill. That 
undoubtedly was the most expensive of any of 
the investigations that have been had before 
the Senate. So that I think if we are going to 
raise these salaries we ought to know it. 
am not combating the propriety of raising the 


pay of the Sergeant-at-Arms. I think it ought | 
to be more than the $2,000 or the $2,800 that ` 


‘it. was formerly; I do not remember the pre- 


cise amount. 


faithful officers. we have ever had, should have 


Mr. CRAGIN. It was entirely in connec- . 
| Aprit 80, 1870, $5,488. I believe there are 
" five horses furnished by the Sergeant-at-Arms 
Mr. CRAGIN. Four thousand and twenty: - 


tion with witnesses. ; A 
Mr. SUMNER. What is the amount? 


three dollars. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, 
expense of the impeachment trial ? e 

Mr. CRAGIN. ‘That was the whole bill of 
the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
witnessed’ fees at all. oe 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does that include the 
furniture which was furnished and the tickets 
printed ? 


Mr. CRAGIN. .It does not. . I will give it, 


and you will see. ‘The fee for each summons. | 


is two dollars, and then there is the mileage. 
Mr, TRUMBULL. How many summons 
were there ? 
Mr. CRAGIN. Perhaps forty. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That is eighty dollars. | 
‘Then there is the mileage, | 


Mr. CRAGIN. 
the travel. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. How much is that? 

Mr. CRAGIN. ‘hey are not footed sepa- 
rately; but those are the large items. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should: lke to know || 
Let us hear | 


what some of those items are. 
how much they amount to. Does any one of 
them amount to as much as fifty dollars? 

Mr. CRAGIN. The Sergeant-at-Arms re- 


ceived for summoning Barton Abel, of St. : 
Louis, $216 40; for summoning J. B. Stead- | 


man, of New Orleans, $256; and my impres- 
sion is that nobody went to New Orleans to 
deliver the summons, The gentleman was 
probably in the. city of Washington. Then 
$300 was allowed for the use of horses, and 
$410 for telegrams. . ` i 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Four hundred and ten 
dollars for telegrams and $300 for horses. 
There is $700 of the $4,000 accounted for. 
.Mr. CRAGIN. Of course I do not find any 
fanit with the bill, for the bill was. approved 
by the Committee on Contingent Expenses 
when I wag chairman of it: We had occasion 
to reduce it somewhat; but it was in accord- 
ance with law, without any doubt. I-only rose 


Was that the whole,: 


It does not include ; 


his salary raised. 


Mr. HARLAN. While the Senate is on this 
| subject, I should like to have some information 
‘as to the cost of these horses ; how many horses 
I will say in addition—I | 


are being employed for carrying the mails and 
for other purposes, and the prices paid. That 
seems to be about the only thing out of which 
the Sergeant-at-Arms derives perquisites now. 


Mr. FERRY. I will state in answer to the || 


inquiry of the Senator from Iowa that there 
were paid for horses, carryalls, wagons, &c., 


employed by the Senate, for the year ending | 


and two'by the Secretary. : 

Mr. BDMUNDS. Seven by the Sergeant- 
at- Arms.. `: Rn 
“Mr. FERRY. If there are seven by the 


: Sergeant-at- Arms, that would make nine in all. 
They are paid for at the rate of $2 50 per day— | 


' such. is the present arrangement—during the 


session of: the Senate. During the recess a 


| smaller number are:employed. . It may be that 


. more horses are paid for than are necessary | 
| every day§ but it is necessary to-have horses 


| 


and wagons constantly, where they can be im- 


mediately had for the:use of the Senate, and | 


they are so’ constantly now. It..is now under 


the consideration of the Committee on the Dis: | 


bursement of the Contingent Fund to ascertain 
whether some mode cannot be devised where- 
by this service can be performed at a cheaper 
rate than at present. These horses, carryalls, 


‘| wagons, harness, &c., are owned by the Ser- 


geant-at-Arms, and supported by him, Weof 


‘| course have either got to hire them of him, or 
of somebody else, or we have got to purchase | 
horses; carryalls, wagons, &c., and take charge | 


of them by other officers of the Government, 


i| We are at this very time making inguiry as to 
i the most economical mode of accomplishing. : 


the same service with equal efficiency. One 
thing is: certain; the service is now accdm- 


| plished with very great efficiency.. Whenever 


any animal or vehicle is needed for the use 
of the Senate it is at once at hand, and no 
delay is occasioned. 
prised on an examination to find the very large 
necessary employment of horses and vehicles 
in the legitimate service of the Senate. If the 
Committee on Contingent Expenses. find that 
some ether mode may be adopted. whereby the 


service can be performed more. economically | 
the committee wilt adopt that mode, the whole | 


matter being at present under our charge. 

.. Me. MORRILL, of Maine.. I wish to correct 
a misapprehension about the fees heretofore 
réceiyed by the Sergeant-at-Arms. I have here 


In the extraordinary. 


I: 


i I think it is proper to raise it. | 
I think it was too low. And I think the assist- : 
, ant sergeant-at-arms, whoa is one of the most || 


Senators would be suar- | 


two items: ‘fees of the Sergeant-at-Arma for 

the joint Committee on Ordnance, $5,386, 39.’’ 

„Mr. HOWARD. Will the Senator please 

give me the date of that bill? 

| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
dred and sixty-eight. 

Mr. HOWARD. That was paid February 


12, 1869. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Then the fees 
on the impeachment trial were $4,023. 

: Mr. HOWARD. I stated when I was up 
‘| before that the Sergeant-at-Arms had received 

: thousands and thousands of dollars for his fees, 
| besides his regular salary, his legal compen- 
‘| gation. One bill has been exhibited by the 
i| Senator from Maine. The other I called the 
‘| attention of the Senate to myself. They show 
i| that he has received about ten thousand dollars 
‘| during the last two or two and a half years 
over and above his regular salary, and prin- 
cipally for the service of process. - 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Qh, no, not at all; 
| there is no such evidence. : 

Mr. HOWARD. Let the Senator from Illi- 
nois look at the bills which were paid him. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from New 
Hampshire has justread the items; and a large 
portion is for witnesses. 

Mr. HOWARD. Who gets the mileage for 
summoning witnesses? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The witnesses get mile- 
age for their own attendance ; but I say to the 
Senator from Michigan that no evidence has 
been presented to the Senate, and I venture 
to say that no evidence can be given to the 
Senate, that the Sergeant-at-Arms ever in one 
year received $2,000 for summoning witnesses 
and mileage in summoning witnesses. 
|| Mr. HOWARD. I will venture to-say, Mr. 
| pr ae that that fact can be proved most 
|| clearly. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us have it. 

| Mr. HOWARD. I am not prepared to 
‘| exhibit the figures now; but I assert that the 
| Sergeant-at-Arms has received for mileage in 
‘| serving process on witnesses at least $2,000 in 
ii some one of the years of the past, 

i .Mr. HARLAN. I desire to get at the facts 
in this.case.. It would. seem to be very large 
compensation if the whole of the money that 
has been mentioned in. these bills was paid to, 
the Sergeant-at-Arms as a gratuity ; if it were, 
| in fact a part of his salary. But if I under- 
stand the mode of applying this money, it is 
i this: the Sergeant-at-Arms is entitled to a fee 
i| of two dollars for serving process, and the 
witness is entitled to mileage and a per diem. 
|| The messenger thatthe Sergeant-at-Armssends 
for the purpose of serving process is entitled 
to mileage; and it is in this way, I suppose, 
that these large sums of money are paid out. 
They are paid out in the name of the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms; but in each individual case 
that officer receives two dollars, and the total 
residue is paid to the witness.as his per diem 
and mileage, and to the messenger for his 
mileage and expenses. 

. Mr. EDMUNDS. The messenger is the 
| officer of the Sergeant-at-Arms. The Ser- 
geant-at-Arms takes the fees and pays the 
expenses of the messenger for travel. 
| My. HARLAN. That would raise the ques- 
tion whether the messenger was paid more. than 
i!l he ought to be paid for traveling expenses. 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend will permit me 
i| to correct him-as to the matter of facet, The 
way that is done is this, and it is perfectly law- 
i! falas the law stands, and ‚there js:no fault to 
be found with it in that respect: the. Sergeant- 
at-Arms, by usage and according to law, is 
entitled te two dollars for each witness sum- 
moned; he is entitled to. ten. cents per. mile 
travel, each way, for the distance he travels to 
summon the witnesses and. come. back again. 
If, for instance, a committee authorized by the 
Senate to summon witnesses before it sends to 
Baltimore to obtain a witness, it gives a war- 
rant to the Sofpsant-at-Arma, directing him to 
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summon the witness. He goes himself or sends | 
one of his deputies, that is, one of his messen- | 
gers, who are here for that purpose—his ofti- 
cers, just likesheriffs’ deputies; and hecharges | 
ten cents a mile from here to Baltimore and | 


back. 

Nr. HOWARD. And takes the money 
himself. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. He takes that money him- 
self and pays the railroad fare of the messen- 
ger ; so thatthe messenger is not out of pocket. 

e is performing daty. So that whatever gain 
there 19 


the Sergeant-at-Arms makes, and it 
is perfectly lawful as the law stands now, and 
there is no ground to find fault with it. The 
only question is whether we ought not to change 
the law. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no ground to 
find fault with it except this: I do uot believe 
that the law fairly covers constructive mileage. 

Mr. EDMUN bs. That is another question. 
I did not refer to that. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Ver- 
mont stated the case just as it is in truth, 
although the Sergeant-at-Arms may not send 
a messenger at all. If he mails a letter, on 
which he pays three cents postage, or if he 
sends a telegram, for which he pays twenty- 
tive cents, and in response to either of those 
summonses the witness appears, under the con- 
struction given to this law it is held that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms is entitled to mileage as if 
his messenger had gone. Now, I agree with 
the Senator from Vermont that that is done in 
the name of the law, under the construction 
given to it; but I submit that whenever we 
come to revise this subject—and I think the 
Senate will agree with me—that sort of con- 
structive mileage, at least, ought not to be 
allowed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will pardon 
me, I wish to say upon that very point that 
no committee with which I have been con- 
nected, either the Committee on Retrench- 
ment, the Committee on the Judiciary, or auy 
other committee that has had occasion to sum- 
inon witnesses, has ever Kaore allowed a 

enny for constructive mileage. When I have 
n called upon to pass the accounts, in order 
that tbe Committee on Contingent Expenses 
might know that they were properly expended, 
I have always taken pains to find out from 
the Sergeant-at-Arms whether he had actually 
been, or sent one of his men ; and if he had not, 
we have never allowed him any constructive 
mileage. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I ask my friend 
whether he was a member of the committee 
by which this account was allowed ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Which one? 

Mr. CONKLING. The one to which the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Cracin] 
refers, the account of the Sergeant-at-Arms for 
the impexchment trial. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, sir; I was not. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then, of course, the ques- 
tion does not direct itself at all to the Senator 
in his character as a member of the commit- 
tec. Notwithstanding, I think anybody scru- 
tinizing that account must see at once, to say 
the least of it, the great improbability that the | 
Sergeant-at-Arms or anybody else visited St. | 
Lonis and New Orleans, and the other distant 
cities from which the witnesses on that trial 


came. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I did not intend to speak © 
of that. | 

Mr. CONKLING. No; I understand the 
Senator did not. 1 take that to illustrate; and 
I am not criticising the Sergeant-at-Arms in | 
that particular instance, or anybody else. I: 
only say that when we come to revise the sub- | 
ject we ought to reform this system under | 
which mileage is paid. If a messenger goes | 
in fact, then | think ten cents per mile is very | 
inordinate pay, because it was graduated in li 
reference to conveyances which have passed | 
away, which were slower and more expensive | 


by anybody 
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than the present; but to allow constructive 
mileage, when no travelwhatever is performed 
I think is a very great abuse. 

Mr. HO 
there be a law under which constructive mile- 
age has been habitually, or occasionally even, 
allowed heretofore it ought to be amended. 
I will say just here that as the chairman of a 
committee I have passed upon numerous ac- 


ARD. I think so, too; and if i: 


counts of thiskind, and I do not recollect that _ f 
© structive mileage; that is to say, unless he 


in one single caso I ever allowed construct- 
ive mileage, but always rejected it. I know 


that a former Sergeant-at- Arms of the Senate 


claimed constructive mileage in various cases | 


before me, in which | uniformly rejected his 
claim, never allowing him any mileage at all 
upon the mere principle of construction, but 
always requiring proof that the travel was 
actually performed. 

Mr. HARLAN. Then, Mr. President, it 
amounts to about this: this 


reduce the compensation of the Sergeant-at- 


. Arms on any item that has been referred to 
except the service of process. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That is it. 
Mr. HARLAN. Two dollars for each service. 


peo ise will not |: 
i 


Mr. EDMUNDS. And his actual travel fees. | 
Mr. HARLAN. If any messenger or the | 


Sergeant-at-Arms has been paid more, under 


the head of expenses, than he expended, it 
would cut that off, provided he is more honest 
in the future than he has been in the past. I 


effect that reform. 


- do not understand that the text of the bill will | 


Mr. EDMUNDS. It will reach witness fees. ` 


Mr. HARLAN. The bill provides— 


That he shall receive, directly or indirectly, no | i n TR f 
r t ‘to the Committee on Appropriations, will be 
for performing the duties of tho office, or in connec- | 


fees or other compensation, or cmolument whatever, 


tion therewith. 


The whole pay provided heretofore and ex- 
hibited in these bills, except the two dollars, 
is, nominally at least, given to the messenger 
who performs the service, or to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, if he performs the service in person, 


and to the witness who is subpenaed and trav- | 
It is a simple | 


els here, and for his per diem. 


question, then, whether in the adjustment of | 


these accounts heretofore the committees have 


| allowed more compensation for travel and ex- | 
' penses than the messenger really incurred. It 


may be that ten cents a mile would more than 
cover the expenses; but probably not. On 
some routes of travel it would not. 
of the railroad lines in Virginia I have paid 
ten cents a mile for my fare on the road. This 
does not include a man’s meals. Messengers, 
of course, cannot live without eating when they 
are sent away from Washington. This com- 
putation of ten cents a mile, I presume, is in- 
tended to cover the total expenses of the mes- 


_ senger, so that this proviso cuts off no perquisite 


of the Sergeant-at Arms whatever, except the 
two dollars for each process which may be 
served; and in lieu of tbis diminution, as Í 


understand it, and it is to tbat point I am com- || 
i ing, 


the committee propose to raise the salary 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms about two thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. CRAGIN. The Senator says, as I un- 


1 
On some || 
$: 
l} 


| 
i 
i 
| 


hack hire, his horse hire, and his railroad fare. 
All the expenses are summed up and com- 
| muted in the ten cents a mile. There is no 
perquisite in this, provided it costs ten cents a 
' mile to travel. ‘There are very few men who 
can travel on less than that, including the 
' necessary expenses; S80 that in allowing the 
Sergeant-at-Arms ten cents a mile for travel 
in serving process you do not augment his pay 
to the amount of a dime unless there is con- 


: defrauds the Government; unless he brings in 
a bill for travel that he has never performed; 
so that this proviso really cuts off nothing 
except the two dollars on each writ served. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. As this is a 
_very fruitful subject, and is not before the 
Senate, I submit if it is asking too much that 
‘the debate shall be confined to the question 


| before the Senate, or that we take a voteupon 


it. The question itself is a very simple ono, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
` from Maine desires that the Senate shall vote 

upon the pending question, or that the debate 
- shall be confined to that proposition. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Let us vote on 


' that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending 
proposition is inline thirty-seven of the bill to 
strike out '*$1,800"’ and insert ‘‘ $2,160,” as 

the compensation of the superintendent of the 
folding-room. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes thirty- 
three, noes not counted. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Now, [hope the amend- 
‘ment which I offered the other day from the 
Committee on Rules, and which was referred 


acted upon. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. There is an amendment 
which I offered which is pending, and which 
| should come in next after the amendment 
which has just been adopted. 
| ‘The VICK PRESIDENT. The amend 
i ment of the Senator from Ohio, which was 
temporarily laid aside until the other question 
could’ be reconsidered and again acted upon, 
is now pending. It will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was in line thirty-four to strike out ''$1,800”’ 
and insert ‘' $2,160 ;’’ so as to make the com- 


| pensation of the superintendent of the docu- 


i ment-room $2,160. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Now I ask forthe action 
of the Senate on the amendment which I re- 
' ported the other day, in relation to the Chief 
Clerk and the assistant doorkeeper of the 
Senate. 


STEUBEN MONUMENT. 
Mr. CONKLING. I ask the Senator to 


‘yield tome fora moment. There is on the 
i Vice Presidents table an invitation which it 


| will take but a moment to read. 


derstand him, that the two dollars for the sum- | 
mons is all that the Sergeant-at- Arms is enti- : 


tled to. 


He is entitled to ten cents a mile for : 


travel as mileage, the same that the witness ` 


himself is entitled to. 
Mr. HARLAN. 


| for expenses? | 
Mr. CRAGIN. Nothing more than the ten |; 


i. eral Steuben’s monument, on 


And anything in addition 


cents. 

Mr. HARLAN. That I believe is the uni- | 
form allowance for expense of travel for an | 
officer of the Government. When an officer | 


of the Army or an officer of any one of the 
Departments is sent away from here on ser- 
vice, on account of its being inconvenient to 
render a bill receipted as a voucher, they com- 
mute his expenses aud allow him ten cents a 
mile, including everything, his hotel bills, his 


The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator 


| from New York asks that the Chair be allowed 
: to lay before the Senate the following invita- 
tion. : 

| The Secretary read as follows: 


Wasuinoron, D. C., May 12, 1870. 
Sir: We have been requested by the German asso- 
ciations of this city to cordially and respectfully in 
vite you, and through you the honored Senators, to 
' be present at the laying of the cornor-stone of Gan- 
Monday, May 16, at 
four p. m., in the Schützen park, on Seventh street. 
General Steuben having boen one of the heroes o 
the war of independence, we confidently hope that 
the public service may allow an adjournment in time 
' to participate in the fes'ivities of the occasion. 
We are, sir, with great esteem, very respectfully, 
your obedient servants, 
S. WOLF, 


A. CLUSS, 

L WALDECKER, 
Committee. 

| Hon. SCHUYLER Cotrax, Vice President of the United 


‘| States and President of the Senate. 
| Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the ser- 


| vices referred to in that communication are to 
i be devoted to the memory of a hero whose 


1870. 
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New York within a few miles 


sl in 
ohea A een If I could make a motion 


from my home. 


more respectful than the one I propose to sub- || 
mit, I should be glad to do so; but the only | 
is that the invita- |! 
| ted States. 


appropriate motion, I believe, 
tion lie on the table. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It willlie on the | 


table. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills were severally read twice | 
by their titles, and referred to the Committee | 


on Pensions: 


A bill (H. R. No. 1052) to increase the pen-. i 


sion of Mrs. Annie A. Haye, widow of Brig- 


adier General Alexander Hays, who was killed. 


at the battle of the Wilderness, May 5, 1864 ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1987) to define the duties 
of pension agents, and prescribe the manner 
of paying pensions, and for other purposes ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1988) granting a pension :' 


to W. C. Pickens ; 


to Anna F. Hart; ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1990) granting a pension 
to Nancy Ann Spurgeon, widow of Josiah 
Spurgeon, of Lewis county, Missouri ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1991) granting a pension 
to Margaret C. Wells, of Lexington, Missouri; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1992) granting a pension’ 
to Mrs. Margaret A. Hyde, widow of Henry 
M. Hyde, late an assistant paymaster United. 
States Navy ; 

A bill (H. 
to Josephine Donahue; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1994) granting a pension 


to Robert W. Simmons; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1995) granting a pension 
to Lizzie A. Mower ; : 
A bill (H. R. No. 
to Horace Clough ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1997) granting a pension | 


to Minna Hesse; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1998) granting a pension 
to Betsey Arlin; and : . 
A bill (H. R. No. 1999) granting a pension 
to Maria Pratt. ee 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 


tives, by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced | 


R. No. 1993) granting a pension 


”1996) granting a pension ` 


that the House had passed the following bill 
and joint resolutions, ia which it requested . 


the concurrence of the Senate : 
Boyd, jr., to.the active list of the Navy of 


the United States; Err ae 
A joint resolution (H. R. No. 80) for the 


restoration of Captain Dominick Lynch, of the 


United States Navy, to the active list from the | 


reserved list; . a, ee E . 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 123) allowing 
late acting Ensign George M. Smith a share 
in certain prizes captured by United States 
steamer Áries; 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 154) for the , 


relief of Jane Dean Bishop; 
A joint resolution (H. R. 
tlement of the accounts of Charles C. Upham, 
late paymaster in the Navy, deceased; and 
A joint resolution (H. R. No. 285) in favor 
of Joshua Bishop, late li¢uterant commander 
United States Navy, 
The message also announced that the House 
had passed the joint resolution (S. R. No. 96) 
to place the name of Charles H. Pendleton on 
the Navy Register as lieutenant commander, 
active list, with an amendment, in which it 
requested the concurrence of the Senate. 
‘The message. further announced that the 
House had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of me two Houses on the bill (S. No. 95) in 
relation to the Hot Springs reservation, in 
Arkansas. | ran en os 
The message likewise announced that the 
House. had passed the following bills of the 
Senate without amendment: ene i Oe 
A bill (S. No. 788) for the relief of the wid- 


No. 211) for the set- | 


ews and orphans of the officers, seamen, and 
marines of the United States vessel of war 
Oneida, and for otber purposes; and 

A bill (S. No. 850) for the relief of Captain 
George Henry Preble, of the Navy of the Uni- 


ARKANSAS IHOT SPRINGS. 


Mr. RICE. I desire to move a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote taken yesterday, by which the 
report of the committee of eonference upon the 
bill with regard to the Hot Springs reservation, 
in. Arkansas, was agreed to, for the purpose 
of. having it re-referred to the committee, to 
correct a clerical error in the report. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Such 
requires unanimous consent. 
no objection. 

So it was 


a motion 


“Ordered, That the vote of the Senate agreeing to | 


the report of the committee of conference on thedis- 
votes of the two Houses on the bill (S. No. 


il agroein ) l 
0 95)in relation to the Hot Springs reservation, in Ark- 


A bill (H. R. No. 1989) granting a pension | 


ansas, be reconsidered, and that the said bill bo 
reeommitted to the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC.,. APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, : 


resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 


The Chair hears | 
.i| ments to offer from the Committee to Audit 
I| and Control the Contingent Expenses, of which 


No. 974) making appropriations for the legis- | 


lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the | 
Government for'the year ending the 30th of | 


June, 1871. `- . 

Mr. ANTHONY. Now] ask that the amend- 
ment I offered from the Committee on Rules 
may be taken up, if the Clerk has it, leaving 
out that portion which is rendered unnecessary 
by the adoption of the amendment just made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the amendment of the Senator from 


; Rhode Island. - 
The Chief Clerk read the amendment, which | 
| was in line seventeen, after the word ‘‘clerk,’’ 
to strike out ‘“three’’ atid insert ‘four ;”’ so || 


aś to make the compensation of the Chief 


' Clerk of the Senate $4,000. - 


The amendment was agréed to. 
Mr. ANTHONY. There is another amend- 


ment in connection with that which I desireto ; 


have acted upon. : 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment, which 
was in line thirty, to strike out ‘$2,040’ aud 
insert ‘t $2,592,’’ as the compensation of the 


. > assistant doorkeeper of the Senate. 
A bill (H. R. No. 1619) to restore Robert | 


Mr. ANTHONY. The effect, of this amend- 
ment is to make the salary of this officer the 
same as is paid to the corresponding officer of 
the House of Representatives. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. COLE. I desire to offer an amendment 


| in this connection. It is inline seventeen, after 


the words ‘principal clerk,” to insert the 
words ‘‘ minute and Journal clerk,” and in 
line twenty, to strike out ‘‘seven’’ and insert 
‘(six ;”’ so that the clause will read: 

Principal clerk, minute and Journal clerk, finan- 


cial clerk,.and principal executive clerk in the 
office of the-Seeretary of the Senate at $2,590 each ; 


six clerks in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, | 


at $2,220 each, &e. 


Thisis simply a transfer from ‘one place to 
another. The amendment is offered in behalf 


of one of the officers of the Senate who has | 


to be in his seatall the time during the session 
of the Senate, atid then labor at nights in order 
to make up the Journals for the use of the Sen- 
ate. 
vice of the: Government who deserves this 


little addition to his compensation it is the offi- | 


cer referred to. Itis in immediate connection 
with the other amendments that have been 
adopted, and prevents them from being really 
invidious: | ae 

Mr. MORRILL, of'Maine.. Does the Sen- 
ator move this amendment from a committee? 

Mr. COLE. No, sir; not from any commit- 
tee particularly; but I hope the Committee on 
Appropriations will adopt it. I do not sup- 
pose that these’other 4merdntents came from 


I think iftheré is any person in the ser- | 


any committee. I hope that by unanimous 
consent this may be granted, at all events. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator 
asks unanimous consent I raise no question 
about it, of course. 

Mr. NYE. It is all right. 

Mr. CONKLING. Unanimons consent to 
do what? 

Mr. COLE. To allow this amendment to be 


offered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamendment 
is changing the grade of one of the officers at 
the desk. The Chair hears no objection. The 
question is on the adoption of the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY. I have two or three amend- 


I gave notice a few days since to the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations, and to 
which I believe there will be no objection. On 
page 3, line forty, I move to strike out the 


| word ‘‘seventeen’’ and insert ‘‘twenty.’’ The 


reason isthis: we have now, in accordance-—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. That is all right. Iam 
in favor of it. 

Mr. FERRY. If there is no objection there 
is no occasion for my explaining it particularly. 
The only change is to make these officers reg- 
ular messengers instead of additional. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Connecticut, from the Committee on Contin- 
gent Expenses. f . 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY. I am directed by the same 
committee to offer another amendment. It 
is on page 4, line sixty-nine, after the word 
t pages’ to insert “for the Senate Chamber, 


| two riding pages, one page for the Vice Pres- 
| ident’s room, and one page for the office of 


the Secretary of the Senate, making eighteen 
pages in all;’’ so that the clause will read: © 


Fourteen pages for the Senate Chamber, two riding 
pages, one page for the Vice President’s room, an 
one page for the office of the Secretary of the Senate, 
making eighteen pages in all, at the rate of $2 50 per 
day while actunlly employed. i ; 


This is merely the actual condition of things. 


| The amendment makes no more pages. I wish 


the appropriation to represent the actual con- 
dition of things. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY. On the same page—  _ 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Before we pass 
from. that last clause, if the Senator will permit 
me, I desire to call the attention of the Senate 
to that paragraph, to fulfill an engagement, with 
my young friends here on the floor. It willbe 
seen that these pages are put at $2 50 a day. 
Heretofore the compensation of these pages 
has been three dollars. It will be seen that 
this is a reduction of half a dollar a day on the 
pages of the Senate. Ishould state the cor- 
responding fact that the House pages recéive 
$2 50 a day; and I believe that has uniformly 
been their pay. I will nowstate the argument 
of my young triends here for the amendment I 
shall propose, putting them at their usual pay, 


| and that is, as furnished to me by one of the 


young lads here, who some time or other I 
trust will be on the floor of the Senate, that 
“ the Senate is a more dignified body than the 
House.” ` [Langhter.] [ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to put the compensation 
of these lads at their old pay—three dotlars a 
day. ee gatas ania, Joe © ee 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘Is there objec- 
tion? The Chair hears noné.: The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Maine. 7 oy 

The amendment was agreed to. ` i 

. Mi. FERRY. On page 4, line sixty-eight, 
after the words * for clerks.to committees,’’ I 
move to insert the words ‘‘and temporary 


clerks.” There are four tempoarry clerks reg- 
| ularly employed who are not enumerated, as 
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they ordinarily have been, in the enumeration 
on this page. ee a 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator does 
not propose to increase the appropriation ? 
“Mr. FERRY. No, sir. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY. I havetwo other amendments 
from the Committee on Contingent Expenses. 
On, page 4; line seyenty-one, 1 move to strike | 
out the word ‘thirty’ and to insert “ forty,’ so | 
as to increase the appropriation to $40,000; : 
and. J will state the reason why. It-.will be 


seen that the appropriation now ‘‘for clerks | > 
eee ae ! which limited the storage account in Boston to , 


: $6,000, in New York to $6,000, 
‘ several enamerated ports in the States. 
` also provided the same li 


to committees, pages, harses, and carryalls,’’ 
altogether, is $30,000, The actual expense 
for the last year, I think, was something over 
forty-five thousand dollars. The estimate, I 
suppose, has been made, as ordinarily, for the 
short session; but when it. is considered that 


of July, and possibly for August, in the next . 
fiscal year,.and that by existing law we have | 


also now the first session of the next Congress, | 


which during the last two years has taken the 
months of March and April, we have to pro- 
vide for these expenditures for from five to six 
months; and.if we. have merely the last ses- 
sion of the present Congress and the first 
session of the next Congress to provide for, 
the amount appropriated by the Committee - 
on Appropriations will fall short certainly 
from ten to fifteen thousand dollars. The 
Committee on Contingent Expenses are very 
desirous to get through this year without a 
deficiency bill. The deficiency bill for the 
contingent fund for last year was about thirty 
thousand dollars. . With the estimates as made 
by the committee, by careful examination of 
the expenses of the past year and estimates of : 
the future, we think that if the additions are | 
made whith the committee have reported they 
will be sufficient to carry us: through without 
a deficieney bill. That is the reason why we | 
moye the amendment. Sef 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY. I have one more amendment 
from the same committee. On pase 4, line 
seventy-nine, I movetostrike out ‘‘eight’’ and 
insert ‘‘twelve:’’ The present appropriation is 
“ for labor, $8,000. For the current fiscal 
year from July, 1869, taking the expenses | 
already incurred, and estimating in that ratio 
upto July next, it will be about fifteen thousand 


dollars. For the same reason that I stated in || 


reference to the last estimate the committee | 
think this appropriation will be insufficient. | 


The committee have, therefore, moved to amend }} 
the clause by raising it from $8,000 to $12,000. | 


Notice of this. améndment was given to the. 
Committee on Appropriations. 
` Thé amendment was agreed to. 
_ Mr, MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to ask | 
the Senator a question. I have a memorandum | 
on the fourth page, “+ for additional temporary. : 
clerks, $9,000.” Has that been moved? 
. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator | 
from Connecticut moved to add after “clerks ; 
to committees’? the words ‘‘and temporary | 
clerks.” — ` a l 
Mr. FERRY.. Simply to insert “ temporary | 
clerks,’’. who are omitted in the enumeration | 
of clerks; but nothing is appropriated in that 
mendment. : 
, Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
geady in? . . ne 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That is already | 
in; and the total amount of the three items is 
raised to $40,000; > >o 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I offer an amend- 
_ment,.to.come in as an additional section : 
And be it further enacted, That section five of an act 
approved March 3, 1841, entitled “An act making 


appropriations for the naval service for the year 
1841,” ahall, be construed. to have authorized and 
‘to authorize the naval officers and surveyors.therein 
‘mentioned to receive the maximum compensation 
“of $5,000 and $4,500, respestively, as therein named, 
owt of any and ali fees-and emoluments by them 


That is al- 


received. 


I submit this amendment at the instance 
of the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who have sent me their notes 


| respectively within the last half hour, and 


who understands this. matter, 


my colleague, ] 
state the facts to the 


has kindly consented to 
Senate. l 

Mr. HAMLIN. I believe these are the facts: 
in 1841—I can read the statute if any Senator 
desires it—it was found that the collectors of 
customs were receiving very exorbitant fees 
and compensation from whatwere called stor- 
age accounts, and in 1841 a statute was passed 


and in the 


_ veyors and naval officers. It wasa limitation. 


It was a reduction upon the fees which they 


the present session may continue for the month | were receiving, end from. 1841 until a little 
more than one year ago all those officers re- 


' ceived the compensation named in that statute. 


The Commissioner of Castoms made a won- 
derful discovery about a year and:a half ago, 
that the law of 1841, which gave to’ these offi- 
cers that amount of salary, did-not give it to 
them by $2,000. He gota kind of an opinion 
from the Attorney General; which I have here, 
and which was given really upon a wrong state- 
ment of the case. -I am quite sure if I could 
have seen the Attorney General and explained. 


| to him the case precisely as it is the opinion, 


.| Executive 
-Commissioner of Customs, tho Solicitor and Register 


never would have been given. |: ` 


The offices of surveyor and naval officer, from 


: the foundation of theGovernment, have always. ; 


borne a relative proportion, coming very near 


to that of collector of the port where these 
; officers are, from their responsibility and the 
responsibility of the office. . Under that con- 


struction, the naval officer in Bostan to-day 
gets $4,500 and the surveyorgets $4,500,, just 
what his chief clerk and deputy gets,.and no, 
more. This section, therefore, is simply to da-: 


‘| clare the law of 1841 just what it is and noth- 


ing else, and to give to these officers the com- 
pensation they have had from the passage of 
the law of 1841 down to about a year ago. It 
is recommended by the Secretary of the Treas: 
ury, and I understand the Commissioner of 
Customs, who gave the decision, says there 
should be a correction of it bylaw. It is to. 
meet that that my colleague has-offered this 
amendment. . It ought to be adopted by the 
Senate. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Maine. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I am instructed by the 


i| Committee on Finance to offer the following 


amendment, to come in at the end of the bill 
as an additional section: 


Sec. —. And be it further 
after the close of the present fiscal year the annual 
compensation ofthe several assistants in cach of the 
Departments, the Second Comptroller, the 


of the Treasury, the Auditors of the Treasury, the 


Commissioner of Pensions, the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, and the Commissioner of the: General. 


i| Land Office, shall be $4,000. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. . Whatis their compensa». 
tion now? a 
Mr. WILLIAMS.. I suppose it. is apparent 
to every one that this amendment is intended 


to increase the salaries of the several officers | 


named. I have been unanimously instructed 
by the Committee on Finance.to report this as 
an amendment to the pending bill and recom- 


mend its passage, on the ground that the salaries | 
that are named. in this amendment are abso- | 


lutely necessary, notto say just, but absolutely 
necessary to enable these officers to support 
themselves and their families. : 

Mr. MORTON. . You had better explain. 
who these officers are, as some Senators donot 
seem to understand it. pets T Sen 
Mr. WILLIAMS... To satisfy the Senator 
from Indiana and other Senators I will state 


It | 
mitation upon 84r- | 


enacted, That from and | 


| that thisamend ment includes the several Assist- 
ant Secretaries in each of the Executive Depart- 
ments—the Assistant Secretary of State, the 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury, and all those 
assistants. 

Mr. MORTON. ‘The Assistant Postmaster 


General? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. And the Assistant Post- 
All the assistants are in- 


master General. 
eluded; and their compensation. is fixed at 
$4,000 a year. Then the Second Comptroller 
is named in this amendment, who now receives 
$8,000 ayear. The First Comptroller receives 
$5,000 at this time, and the Second Comp- 
troller $3,000: ‘Ihe Second Comptroller, a 
man who discharges some of the most respons- 
ible duties that devolve upon any officer of 
this Government, a man who passes accounts 
amounting to millions upon millions every 
year, receives the miserable and niggardly 
compensation of $8,000 a year, while the 
First Comptroller receives at this time $5,000. 
There is no sort of doubt in my mind but that, 
the salary. of the Second Comptroller ought to 
be made $5,000; but it was thought advisable 
not to venture too far in these times of econ- 
omy, and:sọ we put it at $4,000. Then the 
amendment includes the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, who now receives $3,000; the Solicitor 
and Register of the Treasury, and the several 
Auditors of the Treasury. ‘The First, Second, 
! Third, and Fourth Auditors of the Treasury 
receive now $3,000 per annum, and this amend- 
ment proposes to make their salaries $4,000. 
Then itincludes the Commissioner of Pensions, 
the Commissioner of Indian Affgirs, and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. It 
| includes all the Auditors of the Treasury. 
The expression. of the amendment is, ‘‘the 
Auditors of the Treasury.” 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How about the Comp- 
trollers of the Treasury; how do they stand 


now? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The First Comptroller 
|| now receives $5,000, and the Second Comp- 
troller $3,000. 

Mr. EDMUNDS.. Ought he not to have 


more? : Y 
` Mr. WILLIAMS. I think he ought to have 


$5,000. . : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You cannot make a dis- 
tinction between him and the Auditors. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. But I propose to pay the 
Second Comptroller $4,000 by this amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that in the printed 
| amendment ? : 

“ Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I did not notice it, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
ii on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
|| Oregon. i 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
venture to suggest to the Senator from Oregon 
that he addto his amendment the words ‘‘ and 
the amount necessary to pay the foregoing sal- 
aries.is hereby appropriated.’’ Otherwise, the 
amendment will simply raise the salaries with- 
out appropriating the money to pay them. . 

“Mr. WILLIAMS. That occurred to me; 
but the amendment provides that this increase 
shall take effect after the close of the present 
fiscal year. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But this appropriation 
bill is for the next fiscal year. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
has now the proper words written out: “and the 
amount necessary to pay the foregoing salaries 
is hereby. appropaated ont of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask to have the amend- 
inent amended in that way. 

The VIČE PRESIDENT. Thatamendment - 
will be.made if there be no objection. 

Mr. DRAKE. Iam instructed by the Com: 
mittee on Naval Affairs to move to amend the 
Îl bill on page 50, line twelve hundred and eight- 


1870. 


— 


by inserting after the word tthe” the 


words ‘¢ Solicitor and Naval Judge Advocate 
General, $3,500.” e, 
“Mr. EDMUNDS. Who isthat? 


Mr. DRAKE. The Solicitor and Naval 
Judge Advocate General. 


Mr. EDMUNDS and Mr. SHERMAN. His 


office has expired. 


Mr. DRAKE. Hisoffice has expired, accord- | 
ing to the terms of the law, probably two or | 


three years; but each year Congress has con- 

tinued it by an appropriation ; 

the same thing be done for the coming year. 

There are naw pending two or three bills in 

each end of the Capito for making the office 
pt 


ermanent. The 


i! necessity of such an office at this time, 


mous in acceding to the wishes of the Navy | 


Departme 


nt that this office be continued. The | 


former Secretary of the Navy, under whose , 


administration it was established, urgently 
asked that it be continued, and the ot 
one continues to ask it; and I hopet 


at the : 


and I ask that |, 


aval Committee are unani- © 
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Committee. on Naval Affairs. I am satisfied on 
general grounds that such ån officer is needed 
at the Navy Department ; indeed, I do not see 
very well how that branch of the public service 
cau proceed satisfactorily without such an offi- 
cer. My conclusion, therefore, would be in 


' favor of the proposition on general grounds in 


the absence of any specific evidence or knowl- 
edge. 

Now, I am so situated that.I do know some- 
thing independent of what seems to be the 
general argument in its favor, of the pressing 

. Iam 


; satisfied that there is a large amount of business 
| there which cannot be satisfactorily attended to 


without the assistance of such an officer. 
seems to me, therefore, the recommendation 
of the committee is at once reasonable and is 
sustained by evidence. |. f 
Mr. ANTHONY. The present Secretary of 


‘the Navy and the late Secretary of the Navy 


Senate wil! without hesitation continue the | 


appropriation for another year, until we see at 
least whether the 
permanently, as there are now propositions in 
each House to do. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I donot know much about | 


the particular merit of this subject; but I do 
remember that for a year or two back we have 
been asked, as a matter of special good will to 
the gentleman who occupies this office, to let 
him go over for one year more to wind up his 
business and go off with credit; that the pub- 
lic service did not require to have that office, 
which was one of the sprouts of the war, to 
use an agricultural expression, continued any 


longer; and I remember that the impression | 


produced upon my mind in that debate was 
that there was no real necessity for continuing 
the office any longer. 
limitation at the termination of the war; but 


It expired by its own | 


two Houses will establish it . 


both have recommended the continuance of 
this office. He is the only law officer con- 
nected with the Navy Department, and Ihave no 
doubt that he saves the Government ten times 


' his salary every year. 


i tinued longer. 


_ Mr. DRAKE. I 
there has just been placed in my hands a copy 
of the bill passed by the House of Representa- 
tives, and sent here, to establish the depart- 
ment of justice, in which this afficer is. recog- 
nized as an existing and continuing officer of 
the Government. ‘That bas passed the House. 
Now, we simply ask here that the appropria- 
tion be continued for another year, and then 
we will see whether it is necessary, to be con- 


Mr. THURMAN. I wish to ask the chair- 


i man of the Naval Committee, or the Senator 


from Missouri, whether there is any such offi- 
cer in existence now as this amendment pro- 


_ vides for? 


we have voted, as my friend says, for a year r i 
| continue during the war of the rebellion and one 


or two this appropriation, so far as my vote 
is concerned, certainly, asa matter of grace and 


good will to this gentleman, so as not to turn i! 


him out, suddenly. 
whether it is wise to agree to this amendment. 

Mr. DRAKE. I am very much surprised 
that the honorable Senator from Vermont, 
usually so accurate in his statements to the 
Senate, has fallen into such a very great inac- 
curacy on this subject. . Whatever may have 
been said to the Senator from. Vermontin pri- 
vate conversation, I, who have participated in 
the debates on this question for two successive 
years, have no recollection of any Senator ever 
urging on the floor of the Senate the continu- 
ance of this office out of personal considera- 
tion for any magn; but I have very distinct 
recollection that the continuance of it was 
urged upon the ground of the public interest 
and the necessity of the public service ;, urged 
upon the ground that the Navy Department 


requested that the officer should be continued. - 


There has been passed in either House more 
than once,.if my memory serves me, some bill 
making the office permanent, which has never 
yet reached its final consummation by being 
passed in the other House. Re haf 

Now, Mr, President, it is very strange to me 
that you will have a Bureau of ilitary Justice, 
with a major general at, the head of it, and a 
brigadier. general after him, and any number 
of other officers following on, and will not give 
one single law officer to the Navy Department. 
I do not comprehend this. Ido not compre- 
hend this annual return of Q position to giving 
one law officer to. the Navy Department; when 
that officer has to revise annually nearly a thou- 
sand cases tried by eourts-martial. nak 

Now, Mr, President, if the Senate chooses 
to refuse this amendment, which is asked for 
by the Navy Department and asked for by the 
Naval Committee, the responsibility rests upon 
them, not on me, i : De 

Mr. SUMNER. hope the Senate will not 
refuse. to second the recommendation of the 


With that view, I doubt | 


Mr. DRAKE. The office was established to 


year after; and from the time of the expiration 
of that one year the office has been continued 
in existence by an annual appropriation, which 
is always regarded as authorizing the office ; 


and the officer has been performing its duties |; Vices; and it shall be the duty of the several heads 
and is performing them now, and provision is | ify 


made in the bill passed in the House for the | 


establishment of the department of justice. for 
this officer, and his office is regulated and con- 
trolled therein. f 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President,. thia, is 
really a very large subject... I. can very well 
conceive that every Department will need legal 
advice, and need some one who will make the 
law relating to that Department a specialty ; 
and therefore that it might. be very well, in- 
deed, to have a law officer belonging to each 
Department. And yet there have, been objec- 
tions made to that, that it leads to a diversity 


| of interpretations of the laws of the Unite 


States, 


and that itin factsupplants the Attorney 
General. One thing is very certain, 


the Attor- 


‘ ney General cannot himself decide the every- 


day questions that arise.in the various Depart- 
ments, and accordingly we find he already has 
assistants and clerks who do a great deal of, 
the work for him. l aa a ia 

Bat there is now a. proposition to establish 
a department of justice; and whether or no} 
before that matter shall have been considered 
by the Senate we ought to make further appro- 
priations for this special legal officer is a ques- 
tion that. may perhaps be worthy of the con- 
sideration of the Senate. . 


“Tf my friend from, Missouri has considered 
this question, and thipks this appropriation had 


better be made for another year, I will. not 
oppose it; but if we are to consider at this 
session whether or.not:we shall havea depart- 


ment of justice which shall. serve to, produce 
uniformity of decision in regard. to all. these 
questions, and shall, be suficient for. the. pur- 


pose, then perhaps it might be.as well not. to 


consider this question now, - . 


It: 


have simply to add that | 


i ing it $2,200. ` a 
||. Mn TRUMBULL.. I offer. the following 


a 
i 


‘as male 


aa, ae | 


Mr. DRAKE. I will reply to the Senator 
from Ohio that this amendment comes from 
the Naval Committee, after full consideration ; 
and I will make this further remark, that if 
in the establishment of the department of jus- 
tice it should be the judgment of both Houses 
that this office may be dispensed with of course 
this appropriation will not be needed. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being, 
on a division—ayes 20, noes 19. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair desires 
to state in regard to this paragraph that a dis- 
crepancy has been discovered in regard to the 
chief clerk of the Navy Department between 
the bill as it passed the House of Representa- 
tives and the printed text as it has been before 
the Senate. ‘The Senate will remember that 
they debated: for some time in regard to the 
chief clerk of the Navy Department, whether 
his compensation should be $2,200 or $2,500, 
the Committee on Appropriations recommend- 
ing that the text be charged from ‘‘ $2,200” to 
‘$2,500. Upon an examination of the en- 
grossed bill, the manuscript bill, asit came from 
the House of Representatives, it appears the 
House passed the bill with this paragraph fixin 
the salary at $2,500. Thatisin the romad 
bill; and therefore the $2,200 in the bill, as 
printed and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, was an error, and the vote of 
the Senate on the proposed amendment was a 
nullity... The Chair states itso that if Senators 
desire to change this compensation from that 
named in the House bill they may be able to 
moye such an amendment. The manuscript 
engrossed bill of the House makes the salary 
of the chief clerk of the Navy Department 
$2,500, and has not yet been amended, in con- 
sequence of the mistake of the printer in mak- 


amendment, to come in after section two as 


section three: ; ; 


Sxo,—. And be it further enacted, That tho com- 
pensation of the female clerks, copyists, and counters 


: employed in the several Departments and bureaus, 


whose appointments are made by the several heads 
of Departments under the provisions of Jaw, shail, 
from and after the 30thday of June, 1870, be hesamo 


clerks performin è like or simak ar ser- 


ef Departments ,so-to glassify: said. female em- 


ployés ag to carry out the provisions of this section; 
and the amount necessary to pay theincreased com- 
pensation herein erence for for the year ending 
June 30, 1871, is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not.otherwiso appropriated. 


Mr. POMEROY. While I am in favor of 
this amendment I see that it does notincluds, 
and I do. not know that it can. be framed so. as 
to include all the cases that I should be glad 
in an amendment of this kind to reach. This 
amendment only applies to female clerks and 
copyists, and.not to those who are employed 
in service in which there are no gentlemen 
employed; . mere counters.. There are a 
variety, of employments in the Treasury De- 
partment, as.well as in the other Departments 
of the Government, in. which females are 
engaged, and there is no corresponding grade 
of service in which men.are employed. But, 
Mr. President, I am willing for this year to 
vote for this amendment, and I hope it will 
reach at least cases that are the. most merito- 
rious. Living in this city as we do,.and. seeing 
what are the expenses of the diferent clerks; 
we must know that the expense of dressing - 
and living cannot be less. for a female than a 
male clerk. The services of the former are 
frequently as valuable, as- those, of the latter; 
and I can see- no- geggon, in fact I have won- 
dered what reason could exist, why we should 
discriminate against.a female -employé where 
she does the, same work, where she works as 
many hours, where sha accomplishes as much 
as a male employé -of the same elass. For 
instance, in-the.counting bureau I have noticed 
females employed. in.counting money who were 
such experts that they could demand the high- 
est wages paid in any service of that kind. in 
any. of our banks; and yat there’ they. are 
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working at half what is paid a man who is em- 
ployed performing the same service. 

I have no doubt, as is suggested near me, 
that there can be those found who will do the 
service for this pay. Thatis not the question. 
So there could be found those who would be 


Mr. POMEROY. Notthis amendment, but 
there is another section of the bill in which 
they are alluded to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There is an appropri- 


” ation made for clerks, without determining 


glad to be Senators for half the pay we get. | 


There could be those found who would per- 
form the service that the male clerks in the 
different Departments perform at perhaps half 
their pay. That is not the question. The 
question for us is, what is a reasonable com- 
pensation, in view of the expenses of living 
in Washington, for persons employed in Gov- 
ernment service? i have been mortified and 
ashamed that we made an invidious distinction 
between males and females in paying for the 
services they render. There is no ground on 
which it can be justified; and I am glad the 
Senator from Illinois has offered an amend- 


ment which is at least a partial relief. It is ` 


something; itis a step in the right direction. 
Although it will not accomplish everything 
that ought to be accomplished, it will certainly 
apply to very many cases. There are those 
employed who rise early and work late, who 
perform more service than is performed by the 
average of clerks, and yet who get only a half 
compensation. I do not know on what ground 
it can be justified. I do not know what reason 
can be urged for it. I am certain that there is 
no man who has been familiar with the service 
these clerks render, and has seen their labor,and 
has seen the reports made by the heads of the 
different bureaus, who would not be willing to 
place them on equal footing with male clerks 
who are doing the same kind of work. 

l only want to say furtber that there is in this 
country to day an organization, commencing, 


perhaps, in Boston, not to secare the ballot for | 


women, bat to seeure equal wages and equal |: 


pay; and that organization are opposed to | 
granting women the ballot, but they do insist 


and do urge that she should be paid for her 
labor, pertormed fur the Government or for 
individuals, the same that is 
performing the same work. Now, I call upon 
Senators who are opposed to giving the ballot 
to woman to at least come up to the position 
of this organization, and give equal pay for 
equal work. I notice that a paper is to be 


started in thatinterest in a few days, to oppose © 


the ballot, but to insist on equal pay for an 
eqaal amount of work. 

While I cannet believe that anything short 
of the ballot is equal protection, and while 


man or woman, to protect him or her, than a 
standing army under our form of government, 
yet those who do believe that they can appeal to 
the common sense and to the good judgment of 


men to get equal pay for equal work without : 
the ballot should come up now and support | 


this measure. ‘There cannot be in my opinion 


a more just and suitable measure presented to | 
Congress, to compensate these ladies for what i 


they do exactly on the same basis as we would 
men if they perform the same service. 
ae FOWLER and others addressed the 
ar. ; i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


i 


Kansas is still upon the floor. Does he yield | 


to the Senator from Tennessee? ; 
Mr. POMEROY. 
who are anxious to come to the rescue and 


help this amendment, that I am only too will- | 


ing to have them speak, and not myself. ` 

Mr. FOWLER. I do not want to speak, 
but only to ask the question whether under 
this amendment the female clerks may not be 
excluded and males sabstituted in their place? 

Mr. POMEROY. It does not exclude any- 
body. It is optional now, except that the bill 
provides that so many females shall be em- 
ployed. In one or two of the sections it says 
there shall be so many males and so many 
females. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; it does not say that.. 


I see so many Senators | 


whether they shall be males or females; and 

then there isan appropriation made for female 

clerks. Itsays‘‘ female clerks’’ in the appro- 
riation. 

Mr. FOWLER. The point is this: whether 
this amendment will not tend to exclude them 
from this service‘altogether. 

Mr. POMEROY. No, sir. Where the ap- 


propriation bill says that in such a Department 


there are allowed so many male clerks and so 


‘ many female elerks this amendment will sim- 


ply require the head of the Department to 


classify them, to put them into a class, and ` 


give them the same pay allowed to the male 
clerks performing similar service. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I am glad 
this amendment has been offered. 
see why a female should not have the same 


compensation for the same labor asa male. I 


never could understand it. 
ments I have heard in favor of female suffrage, 
the strongest has been the fact that performing 
the same service in various departments of life 
women were not equally compensated. 

Mr. COLE. I think it has come under the 
Senate’s observation that females generally 
perform different service to that performed by 
males asa class, and that they are not capable 
of performing so much labor or the same kind 
of labor as males, and it only happens in rare 
instances that the same service is performed 
by persons of different sexes. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. This only applies to 
such cases. 

Mr. STEWART. It only applies to such 
cases. I admit that males can perform some 
services for which females cannot be employed, 
but here is a proposition applying to classes 


where the same service is performed, and I — 


‘should like to know if there is any argument 


id to men for | 


why they should not have the same compensa- ; 


tion. Why a distinction should be made I can- 
not understand. ‘There are many positions in 
which females can perform more service and 


‘are more useful, and yet I notice they do not 


, get the same compensation. You find it also in | 
would rather bave a ballot in the hands of any || 


' should have a chance. 
good many male clerks who are indifferent | 


receive equal compensation. 


dozen of the class of male teachers you can get 
for the same grade of schools, and she does not 


the various menial employments about houses. 
You find a great many employments where this 
discrimination is unjustly made. I say when 
the Goverament undertakes to employ persons 
it should not follow this unjust practice, and 
where there is the same service and equally 
valuable service rendered by malesand females 
females should receive equal compensation. 

I would remark right here that in these 
Departments, with regard to the mere matter 


| of copying, the mere matter of writing, that 
‘| work can be done by females, and as well 
done; and I think it for the interest of the || 


country that it should be done by them. They 
I cannot see why a 


clerks would not be better employed in set- 


tling up farms, if they are able to work, why : 


some of them shonid not be crowded out by 
females who could perform the labor just as 
well. 


the city, and better for all concerned. 
not see why there should be a discrimination 


because some of the labor is performed by | 
| females. 


Mr. SAWYER. TI sympathize with a 
great deal that has been said by the honor- 
able Senators from Kansas and Nevada on 
this question. I see no special reason in the 
nature of things why a certain amount of ser- 
vice performed by a woman should not be as 


I cannot : 


Among the argu- | 


This is true in. 
various departments of life. In teaching school : 
you will find a female school-teacher worth halfa |; 


It would be better for the community, | 
better for the male clerks to be sent out of | 
I do ` 
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well compensated as if performed by a man. 
I say I see none in the natare of things, but I 
do see a reason in the existence of facts. The 
truth is that these ladies were put into the 
Departments of the Government as clerks 
| because they were cheaper. 
|| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
| excuse me one moment? 
i Mr. SAWYER. Certainly. 
Mr, MORRILL, of Maine. I rise to make 
! a proposition to which the Senator can address 
| his remarks, if he will allow me. 
i Mr SAWYER. Certainly. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I send to the 
' Chair an amendment as a substitute for that 
proposed by the Senator from Illinois, to strike 
` out all after the enacting clause and insert 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I would be willing to 
' have the Senator’s proposition added to mine, 
but not to agree to it as a substitute. 
Several Senators. Let us hear what it is. 
The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator from 
It 


Will my friend 


i 
Vi 
[i 


' Maine moves to amend the amendment. 
will be reported. | 
The Cuter CLerK. The amendment of the 
! Senator from Maine is to strike out all after 
the enacting clause of the amendment of the 
Senator from I]linois and insert— 

That the hoads of the several Departments are 
hereby authorized to appoint fomate clerks who may 
be found to be competent and worthy to any of the 
grades of clerkships known to the law in the respect- 
ive Departments, with the compensation belonging 
to the class to which they are appointed. 


Mr. POMEROY. I think that, as an addi- 
tion to the amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois, would be very appropriate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Maine moves this as a substitute for that 
amendment. 

Mr. SAWYER. I was about to say that 
i there are reasons in the existing state of facts 
| with regard to male and female labor which 
‘apply to this case, aside from the principles 
of abstract justice concerned in it. These 
| ladies were put into the Departments because 
their labor was cheaper. Female labor is 
cheaper all over the country, and [ maintain 
_ that when the Government becomes an em- 
| ployer it employs labor on precisely the same 
` principle as an individual employs it, the best 
labor at the lowest compensation which it is 
practicable to get it for. 

Mr. FOWLER. Do we not give our pages 
| here about ninety dollars a month—the little 

boys who wait on us? 

Mr. SAWYER. I have no doubt of it. The 
Government, however, must as a general prin- 
ciple go on that idea, that it employs the best 
labor that it can for the lowest practicable 
compensation. Now, if the effect of this prop- 

| sition were to keep these ladies in the Depart- 
_ ments and give them precisely similar labors 
that are performed by the male clerks, and if 

' they would do the work equally weil, pay them 
' equally well, I should have no objection to it. 
, But the practical effect is going to be entirely 
| different. There is not a head of a Department 
i nor a head of a bureau who would not rather 
|| have a male clerk in the bureau than a female 
‘| clerk doing precisely the same.work; and the 
effect will be to drive the females from the 
Departments. and substitute for them male 
` clerks, who, as the Senator from Nevada says, 
would be better off cultivating the farms of the 
West. That is going to be the practical effect 
of this amendment, 

Mr. THAYER. I should like to ask the 
Senator a question; whether he speaks by 
authority of the heads of bureaus or gives his 
own impressions? a Moc Paso: 

Mr. SAWYER. I speak on my observation 
| of what men. who are superintending such 
‘| branches of labor desire. 

! Mr. THAYER. I ask in reference to the 
l heads of bureaus in the Departments. P 

| Mr. SAWYER. Ihave not consulted with 
|! particular heads of bureaus. l 
|! t Mr. THAYER. The Senator expressed the 
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opinion that they would give the preference to 
males and exclude females. I have not come 
to any such conclusion. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. You would not if you | 
|| $900, sitting by the side of male clerks who |; 
il receive instruction in their work from them. |) 


were head of a bureau. [{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. THAYER. No, if they performed the 
duties as well they should have an equal chance, 
and I do not know but that I would give them 
the preference. 

Mr. SAWYER. 
the gallantry of my friend from Nebraska 


might induce him to let the public service | 
in consideration of the || 


suffer a little, perhaps, 


benefit he might do to his female ‘friends. 


[ Laughter. ] l 
Mr. THAYER. Notatall. 


public good. 


d 
Mr. SAWYER. And one of the elements ' 


of that satisfaction, of course, would be the 
leasure of association. But, Mr. President, 
believe the practical effect will be what I 
have stated, that the moment you put these 
female clerks into the grades and classify them 
as you do other clerks, and make them receive 


the same compensation, they will gradually be 


worked out of the Departments, and then you 
will take away from women a source of employ- 
ment, a source of support which is now given 
to them, and given to them with advantage to 
the Government. 

I do not want to go into the discussion of 
the question whether as a general thing female 
clerks are as efficient as male clerks. I think 
much might be said on both sides of that ques- 


tion. But I suppose one thing certainly will | 
be conceded, thar of the three hundred and | 
thirteen working days of the year they will be | dependent upon them for support, and is it 
i not the 
| persons 
‘there not some ground in that fact for a dis- 


absent two days on accoant of illness for one 
that a male clerk is absent. I presume that 
will be conceded; and it is not to be expected 


thatthey should endure the physical labor which : 
is necessary to be aclerk in one of these Depart- |; 
ments with the same facility that a man endures | 


it. It is not a fact that they doit. They render 


the females who are in the Departments could 
be taken on this question, | have not a doubt 
that seventy-five per cent. of them would say, 
“Vote it down ;’’ and it is because those who 


reflect on this matter anticipate that if it is. 
passed they will be turned oat of the Depart- 


ments sooner or later, ‘and probably soon. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I should like to inquire of 
the Senator from Maine whether be proposes 
taking a recess to-day? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I thought it 
very likely that the Senate would prefer to 
une the session until we had closed the 

ill. Í 

Mr. RAMSEY. I simply wished to know. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Maine 
to the amendment of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the amendment 


offered by the Senator from Maine will not | 


prevail. It would defeat the whole object of 
the amendment which I have offered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why? Because it sim- 
ply authorizes the heads of Departments to 
appoint females in any class they think proper. 
That they candonow. There is no law against 
it; but the practice is against it. There is no 
habit of appointing female clerks, either as first, 
second, third, or fourth class clerks ; but there 
is no law ta prohibit it being done. All that 
the Senator from Maine would aceomplish by 
his amendment, if he strikes out the amend- 
ment which I have offered, would be to author- 
ize the Departments to dothat which they may 
do now. What would be the practical effect 
of his amendment? Simply that the Depart- 
ments would do nothing. These clerks in your 
Departments who are paid $900 a year sit ‘in 


|| persons, doing precisely the same work aad 
I have not a doubt that 
|| unless they do, performing the same service 
that the men perform, should nat have the | 


I said expressly | 
on condition of their being able to perform | 
the service equally as satisfactorily for the i 


' plish that. ; 
ments to appoint female clerks in the different | 


: themselves, and there are some women who j 
| support relatives; but, as a general rule, men 
the Government very good service, and they get | 
paid for it better than almost any other class of |; 
female labor is paid for now; and if thevoice of | 


think they are deserving persons. The women 
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the same rooms where men sit who get $1,200 
and $1,400, and many of them instruct the 
male clerks in their duties every day ; and they 
perform as much or more service, and are paid 


I say there can be no reason given, none has 
been given, and none can be given why these 


doing it as well, aud they are not to be paid 


same compensation. I look upon it as dis- 


creditable to the age, as discreditable to the ` 


j 
Government, to insist upon paying the female | 
who performs the same service less than it | 
pays to the male. | 

The amendment of the Senator from Maine | 


| strikes all this out. My amendment provides 


that all these female clerks and copyists who | 


| are now performing the same service that your | 
. $1,200 clerks are performing, are sitting in the 

game rooms, doing the same duties, shall have ,; 
: the same compensation. | 


But the amendment , 
of the Senator from Maine does not accom- 
It simply authorizes the Depart- 


classes. They may do that under the amend- | 
ment I have offered. The amendment which 
I have offered provides that it shall be the 
duty of the various heads of Departments so to 
classify the female clerks the law now has pro- 
vided for that they shall receive like compen- 
sation with males for like and similar services. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to ask the 
Senator one question. Is it not the general 
rule that men employed in the service of the 
Government have families or other persons 


eneral rule that women do not have 
ependent upon them for support? Is 


tinction? I know that there are clerks who 
have no families and nobody to support but 


support their families or relatives and the 
women support nobody but themselves. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am glad the Senator 
has asked that question of me. I donot think 
I know half a dozen female clerks in all the 
Departments; but of that half dozen four are 
widows supporting children by their clerk- 


ships. 

Mr. EDMMUNDS. And drawing pensions. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; I think none of 
those I know are drawing pensions. The Sen- 
ator from Vermont is chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, and has a great deal to do 
with the widows of soldiers who are pensioned, 
and may know if some of those are in Depart- 
ments. If they are there I am glad of it. I 


who have given up their husbands to the coun- 
try, and have children to support, may very 
properly be in the Departments, though they 
get a pension of eight or twelve or sixteen dol- 
lars a month, a very inadequate compensation 
to a soldier’s widow left with a family of chil- 
dren, and without property to support them. 

Mr. STEWART. I am informed by the 
heads of Departments that they make it a point 
to employ only those who have others depend- 
ent upon them, that they make that the rule. 
I think you will find of the ladies employed 
that nineteen twentieths of them have families 
to support. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. T cannot say in refer- 
ence to the rule, for, as I said, I know very 
few of those clerks. I may say further that I 
do not know one female clerk in any of the 
Departments who got her position at my in- 
stance. It may be possible there are some I 


recommended years ago who are still in the 
Departments; but I am not aware that there 
is one. 
Now, Mr. President, it does seem to mé so 
just that these persoris should be put upon the 
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same footing in regard to pay that I cannot 
see how we should refuse it. We had this 
question up a year ago, and the Senate by a 
very decided vote inserted in a bill a provision 
something like the one we now have under 
consideration; but somehow or other inacom- 


'| mittee of conference the provision was lost, I 


do not know how. The Senator from Kansas 
says it will be so now. I hope not. I hope 
if the Senate put it on, as I trust they will, that 
they will adhere to it, and I cannot think that 
the House of Representatives will refuse it. 

A suggestion has been made by some that 
if you make the pay the same for females as 
males the result will be that the females will 
be driven out of the Departments; that men 
will come here who are politicians and have 
votes and who will insist with members of 
Congress that they shall be appointed to these 
places. I hope that we may pass a bill before 
we adjourn that will disconnect members of 
Congress from these appointments; and that 
would be an answer to this suggestion; but if 
we do not do it, I do not see why any such 
result would follow. It is said men will want 


i: to do this work when you pay the females 


$1,200, there is so much work to be done in 
the various Departments. The men may just 
as well insist that the $900 females shall be 
discharged, and they perform the service at 
$1,200, as to insist that the $1,200 females 
shall be discharged. It does not affect the 


| pay of a man at all, because any man who is 


appointed a clerk in any of these Departments 
gets $1,200 at least. None of them have less 
than that; and if they can go to work by their 
influence and bring to bear such a pressure 
upon the heads of Departments as to compel 
them to give them places they may just as 
well do it now, because by dismissing the $900 
female clerks the work which these female 
clerks do will have to be done by others, and a 
man will get $1,200 for it. So thereis nothing 
in that suggestion. 

Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me 
to make a remark? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SAWYER. I think the appropriation 
bill provides for a certain number of female 
clerks in each Department and bureau. It 
provides in the items for the varions offices, 
first, for a certain number of male clerks, and 
then for a certain number of female clerks, at 
$900, naming the number of each. Now, I 
should like to ask the Senator how he is to 
find out whether the labor of the females is 
just the same labor as is done by the males. 
What sort of standard would be adopt? How 
would he get at the fact? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator. from 
South Carolina was at the head of a division 
in one of these bureaus where there were a 
dozen clerks, half of whom were males and 
half females, I do not think he would have any 
difficulty in determining whether thelady clerks - 
performed as good service as the men did. I 
think he could ascertain without any trouble 
whether they performed their duties faithfully, 
and he could. report the facts. And if they 
did not; they onght not to be there. If they 
did, then they should be paid as well. If he 
were to sit there and see many of these accom- 
plished ladies who write beautiful hands and 
write rapidly, and if he were to examine their 
work and then lay beside it the writing ‘of some 
males in these Departments, he could have no 
difficulty in determining that their compensa- 
tion under the provisions of a law which pro» 
vided that they should be paid the same for 
similar work should be the same as that of a 
$1,200 clerk. I think there will be no difficulty 
in the practical application of the proposition. 

But, Mr. President, I do not wish to pro- 
long the debate. The measure seems to me 
so obviously just that I cannot but think the 
Senate will adopt it, and I hope the Senator 
from Maine will consent to offer his proposi- 
tion as án amendment. ake 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. He does now. 

Mr, TRUMBULL. No; he offers it as a 
substitute, ‘That is an amendment in one | 
sense; but the sense in which I use the word 
“amendment is as an addition, The word 
“substitute” is well understood in parliament- 
ary bodies, and I presume by nobody better 
than by wy friead from Vermont who makes 
that eritical suggestion. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I want to call 
the Senator's attention to the phraseology of 
his proposition. ‘‘The compensation of the 
female clerks, copyists, and counters ” shall 
“be the same as male clerks.” I submit 
whether, in order to make it perfect, he should 
not say ‘‘ the same as male clerks, copyists, and 
counters, performing the like or similar ser- 
vices?” 

Mr. POMEROY. Thatisthe meaning now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, [think it could receive 
no other possible construction ; but I have no 
objection ta those words being inserted. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. As there are no 
male counters that I know of it would turn out 
on this phraseology that the counters would 
have the same pay as male clerks. I suggest 
whether that was the intention, to give female 
counters precisely the same pay as the male 
clerks. 

. Mr. TRUMBULL. I found a good deal of 
difficulty in drafting the amendment. We had 
the same difficulty when we had the matter up | 
a year ago. [I recollect then the lamented | 
Senator from Maine, Mr. Fessenden, who was | 
with us, said there was a ditäculty about it; 
and I intended to overcome that difficulty in 
this amendment by directiug that the heads of 
Departments should make the. classification, 
go as to carry out the provisions of the law. 
I do not know whether there are any mule 
counters or not, and it may be that the female 
counters could get no advantage by this pro- 
vision. I should greatly regret if it were so. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. As it stands I 
think they would. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If they would, then I 
hope it will remain as itis. They are among 


the most valuable class of persons in the De- | 


partments. These female counters count rap- 
idly, count exactly, and are very valuable 
officers, and I should hope they woald be put 
upon the footing at least of first-class clerks ; 
and if the provision as I have drawn it will 
necorplish that I skall be much gratified. I 
was apprehensive myself it might not; but as 
the Senator from Nansas has very well ob- 
served, if we can pass the amendment in this 
form, and we find it does not reach some per- 
sons who ought to be reached by it, we can 
provide for them hereafter when we-see the 
prachical workings of what we shall have 
one. 

Mr. CORBETT. Iam in favor of the con- 
tinuance of female clerks in the Departments 
and increasing their numbers in the Depart- | 
ments where they can perform the same ser- 
vice as males; andI desire to propose an 
amendment to the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Illinois, that will accomplish. that 
result; and I. hope my friend from Maine 
will withdraw his proposition that I may offer 
my amendment. It is substantially to change — 
the word ‘ female ’’ in the amendment of the . 


‘| there will be a great many added to the num- 
! ber of females in the Departments. I believe 
them to be efficient for the service required 


` possible to adjust the wages to the labor. 
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other business which females cannot attend to. 
I desire to give the females the benefit of these 
places, and by my amendment I have no doubt 


there. I believe the intention of the Govern- 
ment originally in employing them was to em- 
ploy them because they were cheaper in point | 
of pay, and could perform the service equally 
as well as men and probably better. I think | 
this clerical service in the Departments should 
be confined entirely to ladies where they can 
perform it equally as well as men, I hope my 
amendment will be adopted, and thereby pre- 
vent the discharge of these ladies and the ap- 
pointment of men in their places, for I fear 
that will be the effect of raising the pay of the 
female clerks. I think my proposition ought 
to meet the objections of the Senator from Illi- 
nois, and it will equalize the thing. 

Mr. COLE. Ido not wish to discuss this 
subject generally; but before the vote is taken 
I will offer a remark or two in reply to what 
has been said by the Senator from Illinois. 

In the first place, it seems to me utterly Ze 
we were to do that, we should raise the pay of 
some of the first-class clerks to the pay of sec- 
ond-class clerks, and so on up to the fourth- 
class clerks. Because we sce in some of the 
oflices where a good many clerks are employed, 
clerks of different grades performing precisely 
the same service and receiving different rates 
of wages, we cannot hope to get them all on 
an equal footing, so that each shall be paid for 
the services which he or she performs. 

Now, as a rule, females are unable to per- 
form as much labor as males; and that, I think, 
is a rule that prevails throughout the Depart- 
menis. The ladies there employed, as a class, 
perform lighter work than that performed by 
the males. It may happen sometimes, and 
doubtless does, as stated by my friend from 
Illinois, thata female performs as much service ` 
and as arduous service as is performed by a 
male clerk inthe same office. Those are excep- 
tional cases, I take it, however; and there is . 
no rule by which we can adjust all the excep- 
tional cases, or make them all equal and just. 
If there were any way by which we could gauge 
the services of all, so that each should be paid ; 
for the exact service rendered, we should, of 
course, adopt such a rule; but it seems to me = 
utterly impossible, utterly impracticable ; and 
I shail therefore vote against the amendment. 

Mr. TIPTON. There are three classes of 
Senuatorson this question. I discover that two 
classes have already been represented on this 
female question: first, those members of the 


: Senate who are single seem to take a deep in- 


terest in it; and second, those members whose 
wivesare absent. [Laughter.] Isimply desire 
to say that those who are in the category with 
myself, whose families are here with them, will ; 
also be careful to do their duty. |, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is | 


-, on the amendment of the Senator from Oregon , 


: (Mr. Corsert] to the amendment of the Sen- | 


ator from Illinois, [Mr. TRumButL,} which is 
; tostrike out ‘‘ female’’ and insert ‘‘ male,” and | in 
i: ment will certainly reach them. 


Senator from Illinois to “male” and the | 


word ‘‘male,’’ where it occurs, to ‘female ;’’ . 
so as to make his amendment read : 


_ That the compensation of the male clerks, copy- | 
ists, and counters employed in the several Depart- | 
ments and bureaus, whose appointments are made by : 
the several heads of Departments under the provis- 
ions. of law, shall, from and after the 30th day of 
June, 1870, be the same as female clerks performing 
the like or similgr services, &c. 


This will accomplish the result of adding to | 
the number of female employés where they can | 
perform the same duty for which males are | 
now employed who get higher wages, aud the 
male clerks can scek some better employment, 
like cultivating our lands in the West, and do 


vice versa. 

Mr. POMEROY. I hope the original prop- , 
osition of the Senator from Illinois will be |. 
adopted, although the other propositions, es- | 


; pecially the amendment of the Senator from ` 


© Oregon, while they are mere expedients, are 


i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
H 
| 
| 


steps in the right direction. I think myself 
there are many men doing service as clerks in `i 
the Departments who ought to retire and give .. 
place to females. Why, sir, think of an able- |. 


‘| bodied man who weighs two hundred pounds | 


sitting in a Department copying a few letters | 
for a few hours a day, an 
and thinking he has done a day’s work! That 
service could be performed by a child, if the ; 
child, could work. But I am satisfied that noth- |: 
ing will reach this case tha} we want to reach | 


then going home |; . 


in the Departments but the amendment of tha 
Senator from Illinois. 

The Senator from South Carolina said we 
ought to take advantage of the fact that female 
labor was low, and had been in all ages and 
all countries, and that we should get it for what, 
we can; and he said there was plenty of it at 
low prices. I donot like to let that remark go 
without saying that if these persons had the 
ballot youcould not pass over their claims with 
impunity. I said to the negro twenty years 
ago, ‘You may ask to be put into the cars; 
you may ask for your rights; but nothing will 
give you your rights but the ballot.” If, when 
our members of Congress come before the peo- 
ple for election, these persons had the ballot, 
you would not find them discriminating against 
them. But now they are disfranchised, and it 
is on that account that you can degrade their 
labor. That is why you can get them to work 
for half pay. Suppose you disfranchised all 
the blacksmiths, youcould after that legislate 
about the blucksmiths just as you chose, just 
as your prejudice or your cupidity might direct. 
But you cannot trample on the rights of a black- 


' smith with the ballot in his hands, because, 


having the ballot, he is going to have his equal- 
ity with other men. So with these persons, 
But, sir, that subject is not now before us. It 
is not here, though L hope it will be here before 


long. 

Ne. THAYER. I object to the Senator from 
Kansas discussing the question of the ballot on 
this amendment. 

Mr. POMEROY. [am discussing what would 
give these persons equal wages and equal pay. 
‘That is the real, remedy; but as that remedy 
cannot apply to this bill, I want that the remedy 
contained in the amendment of the Senator 
from Illinois shall be applied to it. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Kansas yield to the Senator from New 
Hampshire? À 

Mr. CRAGIN. For a question. 

Mr. POMEROY. No, sir. I have not spoken 
a word on this appropriation bill for four days, 
aud in fact did not intend to speak now; but 
being on the floor I prefer to finish what 1 
choose to say. E 

Mr, MORRILL, of Maine. Allow me to 
make a remark. It is very unusual to make 
these speeches when the galleries are so thin. 
[Laughter. ] 

Mr. POMEROY. Iam not speaking to the 
galleries. LetthoseSenators who speak tothe © 
galleries bear that fact in mind; but I dy not 
speak to the galleries. 

Anything short of the provisions of this 
amendment will never be effective.. We tried 
last year to put into the appropriation bill the 
same amendment that the Senator from Maine 
proposes now, and we passed it without a 
division, without a yea and nay vote, it being 
then urged by the Senator from Maine, among 
others. It finally fell through in some way. 
Now, I want an amendment put into the appro- 
priation bill this time that will be effective and 
that will be carried through. Here are sixty 


; female clerks in the Treasury Department and 


The amend- 
Tdo not think 
it will affect those who are employed as mere 
copyists. and connters. ; 

ut, sir, I am so anxious to get to a vote 
on this particular question, and on all ques- 


twenty in another Department. 


: tions connected with this appropriation bill, 
: that I will defer any argument on the subject. 


till some other time. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Idesire to ask the Senator 
from Kansas this question: whether he pays 
to his hired girl the same wages that he pays 
to his hired man ?_ ete 
Mr. POMEROY. Exactly. I have two 
dining-room servants, one male and one fe- 
male, and [ pay them exactly alike. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I mean the man he employe 
on his farm or to drive his horses.. |. 
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Mr. THAYER. That is not the same kind 
of labor. 


Mr. CRAGIN. Iamaware, Mr. President, | 
that it takes considerable courage to oppose | 


this amendment; but I feel it to be my duty 
to do so. I have made some inquiries at the 
Treasury Department, or have heard what some 
of those in charge there think on this subject, 
and my information is that while many ot the 
females are very good clerks, they do not per- 
form the same amount of labor that the male 
clerks perform; and I believe that is true the 
world over. You may employ ten men and ten 
women to work at, exactly the same. business 
for three months’ time, and the men will per- 
form a greater amount of labor. That every- 
body ought to know and everybody does know. 
I venture the assertion here to-day that you may 
go to the Treasury Department, and when you 
come to the matter of absences you will find 
two days absence on account of sickness for 
the female clerks where you will find one for 


the males. The Senator from Kansas says it . 


is not so. I believe it is so. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have the reports. 

Mr. CRAGIN.. I agree with the Senator 
from South Carolina that the effect of this will 
be ultimately to drive out from the Depart 


ments the females, which I should very much ' 


regret. 
is aquestion that the ladies all over this coun- 
trycare much about. I tell the Senator that 
the wages received here are very much more 
now than the. same class of persons can receive 
at home. 

Mr. THAYER. I should like to Ask the 
Senator from New Hampshire a question. 


The Senator from Kansas thinks this ; 


whether the Government should put itself in 
the attitude of upsetting all the existing theo- 
ries of wages and of labor for the purpose of 
carrying out abstract justice when everybody 
else is working on the existing basis. I know 
that there are female clerks in the several 
Departments who are worth singly half a dozen 


of the $1,200 clerks who may be found there. , 
I know there are ladies there who are worth to | 
the Government six times as much as some i 


single clerks who receive $1,200. 


The argument is not that the salary of this — 
lady should be raised, but it is that the poor | 
$1,200 clerk should be turned out. That is the | 


real argument. 
_ The effect of this proposition is what I con 
sider. It is nat my unwillingness that the 


ladies should have $1,200 for their work, but © 


it is that this whole class of laborers in the 
service of the Government will be turned out 


without any compensation at all. That willbe ` 
I have talked with three . 


the practical result. 
or four of the sensible female clerks on this 
very point, and without exception they say, 
‘Do not vote to give us $1,200;’’ and why? 


' They say there is a disposition to have as few 


Why does he regret that females should be | 
driven out of the Departments if they are not | 
equal in efficiency or do not perform their | 


duties as well as male clerks? . He complains 
that they are absent a great deal more than 


males. 
Mr. CRAGIN. I am speaking not of the | 


quality of the work, but of the quantity. Asa. 
class you may take one hundred of each, and | 
the mates do perform more work in a given | 


time. Thereisnodoubtofit. Isay that over 
the country if you increase these salaries you 


will cause more dissatisfaction, and possibly | 
you will displease more persons than you will : 


please. I admit that overthe country the wages 


of females are low, too low; I have alwaye so | 
contended; but when you single out a few | 
women in this city, less than a thousand in | 


number, and give them $1,200 a year, whereas 
at home these same persons as a general thing 
could not make a quarter part of that sum, 
those at home will feel it. 

Mr. POMEROY. Is not that true of the 
male clerks also? i 

Mr. CRAGIN. The difference between 
what is paid for the labor of males in ‘the De- 
partments is not near as great compared to 
what they can get at home as it is between 
what female clérks receive for their labor here 
and what they would receive at home. I hope 
the amendment will not prevail. l 

Mr. THAYER. Mr. President, I will make 


my speech in one sentence, and it is this: that | 


a refusal on the part of this Government to 
pay the same compensation to females who 
perform the same duty as males is utterly in- 
defensible on any rule of justice or right, in 
my opinion. . sds hee © 

Mr. SAWYER... The Senator from Kansas 
has somewhat taken me to task—I use the ex- 
pression not offensively—for alluding to the 
low price of female labor as an existing fact of 
morn the Government ought to take advan- 

ge. 
Ulinois that his proposition is one entirely just 
in itself, The proposition that a certain amount 
of labor performed should receive the same 
compensation, whether performed by one per- 
son or another, is a perfectly sound propo- 
sition; but it is a very different question 


I agree perfectly with the Senator from | 


female clerks as possible. I knowthatto bea 
fact. There is a disposition to employ male 
clerks wherever the heads of Departments and 
bureaus can employ them according to law. 
The result of this movement, unless we stipu- 
late in the appropriation acts that there shall 


be a certain proportion of female clerks em- ` 


ployed at these rates, will be to get them out 


of the Departments and substitute for them . 
this poor trash which itis said will be so much ' 


better off cultivating farms. 

That is my reason for opposing the amend- 
ment. I do not wantto degrade female labor ; 
on the contrary, I want to elevate it. 
do not conceive it is proper for the Government 
to set out and upset all the existing theories 


about wages in this case, any more than I think : 


it is proper for the Government to agree in the 
public works to give five dollars a day for labor 
that private employers can hire for three dol- 
lars. I do not believe that it is the duty of the 


| Government to hire men for eight hours a day 


and give them the wages of twelve hours a day, 
any more than it is the duty of an individual 
to do it. 

Mr. STEWART. I wish to give notice of an 


amendment to this bill to increase the salaries - 


of the United States judges. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT.. It will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It is now five 
o'clock. I want to say to the Senate that I 
think it is indispensable to finish this bill soon. 
If we can sit two or three hours longer, I think 
we shall beable to do it. 

Several SENATORS. Let us take a recess. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I am tent 
willing to stay in session until we finish it; but 
I am appealed to by Senators to let a recess be 
taken. I should like to have the § 
the question whether they will now take a recess 
until half past seven o'clock and then come 
back and finish this bill, or whether they will 
continue in session at the present time. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Or adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No; I am opposed 
to an adjournment, 


Mr. STEWART. If the Senator proposes to 
a 


finish the bill we had better sit right on. — 
will not get a quorum at an evening session. 


We have a full Senate here now, and we had | 


better sit right on. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Maine | 
will allow me to suggest that I do not believe | 
it possible to finish the bill by staying here | 
There are | 


now, or by coming here to-night, 
various amendments yet to be offered by com- 
mittees. The bill is not yet taken out of the 
Committee of the Whole. We shall simply 


punish ourselves and find ourselves without a 
I stayed last 


quorum if we sit much longer. 


But I: 


Senate settle ` 


evening. I make it a habit to stay always 
when l can, when the Senate concludes to 
remain; but in my judgment we shall accom- 
plish nothing by a recess or attempting to pass 
this bill to-night. I am as anxious as the Sen- 
ator is to do that; but I think we had better 
' adjourn at this hour and finish the bill on 
Monday; and if the Senator will allow me, J 
will move that the Senate adjourn. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine is in possession of the floor. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I rose to make 
a suggestion, to obtain the judgment of the 
Senate whether they would take a recess or 
continue in session. Iam not sure what the 
‘ sense of the Senate is; and therefore I make 
no motion, but ask the Senate to continue in 
session. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. -Then I will make a 
motion that the Senate do now adjourn, and 
that will test it. i 

The question being put on the motion to 
adjourn, there were on a division—ayes 32, 
noes 15. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I call for the 
yeas and nays. ; 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 16; as follows: 
. YEAS—Messrs. Brownlow, Casserly, Cole, Drake, 
Fenton, Flanagan, Fowler, Harlan, Harris, How- 
ard, Johnston, Kellogg, McDonald, Osborn, Patter- 
son, Pomeroy, Pratt, Rumsey, Rice, Robertson, Scott, 
Spencer, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, Thurman, Tip- 
ton, Trumbull, and Vickers-—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Conkling, Corbett, Cra- 
gin, Edmunds, Hamlin, Howe, Morrill of Maine, Nye, 
Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Stockton, Warner, Willey, and 
Williams—l6. i : l 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Bayard, Bore- 
man, Backingham, Cameron, Carpenter, Cattell, 
, Chandler, Davis, Ferry, Gilbert, Hamilton of Mary- 
, land, Hamilton of Texas, Howell, Lewis, McCreery, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Norton, Pool, Revels, 
Saulsbury, Sherman, Thayer, Wilson, and Yates—27. 

So the motion was agreed to ; and the Sen-: 
ate adjourned. 


‘| 
a 


~ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 13, 1870. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 


i ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. RENJAMIN. Irise toa question of 
privilege. I move that when the House ad- 
journs to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 
| Mr. BUFFINTON and Mr. COBURN đe- 
', manded the yeas and nays. 
|! ‘On ordering the yeas and nays, there were— 
i ayes ten, not a sufficient number. 
|| So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 
| The motion. was agreed to. oo 
Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider thé 
i vote just taken; and also moved that the motion 
i, to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The lattér motion was agreed to. 


CORRECTIONS OF THE JOURNAL. 
| Mr. LYNCH. I rise to a question of privi« 


Prayer 


it 
i! 
i 
[Ei 


| Tege. I desire to correct the Journal. Fén- 
|! tered a motion yesterday morning to recommit 
|| the bill (H. R. No. 1889) to revive the navi: 
|| gation and commercial interests of the United 
l! States, and it does not so appear on the 
: Journal. Mood : 
P SPEAKER. The correction will be 
i; Made. i R . Pa 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. Ialso desire a correction 
in the Journal.. The Journal states that the 
| bill (H. R. No. 1052) to increase the pension 
It was 
© a. substitute reported by the Committee on 
i Invalid Pensions which was passed. 

| The SPEAKER. The Clerk reports that 
l| the correction has been made. 

| Mr. BLAIR.. I demand the regular order. 


CHILDREN OF COMMANDER WILLIAMS. 
Mr. BUTLER. of Massachusetts. «I rise to 


¿of Miss Annie L. Hayes was passed. 


li 


i 
i 


a privileged motion. I moveto reconsider the 
vote of last night whereby the bill (H. R. No. 
1673) granting a pension to the minor children | 
of the late Commander Edward P. Williams, - 
who perished in the United States steamer | 
Oneida, was laid on the table. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Was not a motion to 
reconsider that vote made last night and the 
motion to reconsider laid on the table? i 

TheSPEAKER. TheJournaldoes not make ` 
that record. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I certainly made the 
motion. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is thder the 
impression that the gentleman is mistaken, and 
that he did not make the motion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I made the motion with 
reference to all these bills at the close. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. That must 
be determined by the record in the Journal. 
It is too late now to correct the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The recollection of the 
Chair is not in accordance with that of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri. And if a point of order 
were made upon it, it would not be permissible 
to correct the Journal on a matter of that kind ` 
except by unanimous consent, because a recon- | 
sideration of votes must be made for each one | 
separatelv, except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I only , 
make the motion as to one. i 

The SPEAKER. ‘he Chair was making a 

oint against the gentleman from Missouri, 

Mr. BensaMin, } ie could not have made the 
motion to reconsider touching all yesterday if 
objected to, and he could not correct the Jour- 
nal as touching all to-day except by unanimous 
consent; and the Chair understands the - 


tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] to 
object. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I do not 


desire to bring the matter up for action now. 
The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman had 
better enter the motion to reconsider. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
simply to enter the motion. 
TheSPEAKER. The motion will be entered. 
. Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will ask 
for its consideration hereafter. 


I mean 


ARKANSAS HOT SPRINGS. 


Mr. KNOTT submitted the following report: |: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendment of the 
House to the bill of the Senate (S. No. 95) in relation 
to the Hot Springs reservation in Arkansas, having 
met, atter full and free conference have agreed to 
recommend, and do recommend to their respective 
Houses, as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment of the House, and agree to the same 
with the following amendments: 

Seetion one, strike out from the word “final,” in 
the seventh linc, to the word "any, in the eighth 


e. . 
„ After the word " final,” in the seventh line, insert 
decision.” i 
_ Strike out all from the word “settle, ’’?in the eighth 
line, to the word “ the,” in the ninth line. 
ji Strike out “ suits ” and insert ''suit” in the ninth 
ine. 
Section two, line four, strike out the words *'as 
near as may be.” 
, Strike out all from the word ‘‘States,’’ in the sixth 
line, to the word and,” in the eighth line. 


Line nine, strike out “sueh,’’ and in lieu thereof || 


ingert “the.” — ; 
Line ten, strike out the word *‘ usually.” 


"s0 far,” 
Section three. line one, strike out the words *‘ pro- 
cess in,” and in lieu thereof insert ‘‘ notice of.” 
Line three, after the word * thereof,” insert the ; 
words * with a copy of the petition.” 
Section four, strike out all of section four. 
_ Section six, strike out all from the word “ shall,” i 
in the third linc, to the word “the” before “United” ' 
in the fourth line. : 
_ Line three, after the word “‘shall,” insert “decide | 
in tavor of.” i 
_ Section six, strike out all from the word ‘*shall,” 
in the twentieth line, tc and including the word 
“lands,” in the twenty-second line, and in lieu | 
thereot insert the words ‘decide in favor of any j 
claimant.” i 
Line thirty-two, strike out the word “approval,” | 
and in lieu thereof insert " appeal.” | 
Line thirty-four, after “ appeal,’’ insert the words 


“in the same manner and with the same effectas in |: ment, and the papers, 


Line ten, after the word “equity,” insert thewords || 
t 
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cases of appenl in equity causes from the circuit 
oe ot the United Boitet th 
e so agree to the same, 
TOE GN ouse aH PROCTOR KNOTT, 
A. A. C. ROGERS 
GODLOVE 5. ORTH, 


Managers on the part of the House. 


B. F. RICK, 

GEO. F. EDMUNDS. 

WM. T. HAMILTON, 
Managers on the part of the Nenate. 


The report of the committee of conference - 
‘. was agreed to. 


Mr. KNOTT moved toreconsider the vote by 
which the report was adopted; and also moved 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the . 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


HORATIO KING. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I am de- 
sired by agentleman, Mr. Speaker, who thinks 
he was unjustly assailed here yesterday, to 
present a communication and ask that it be 
read. Iwish simply to say that I know noth- 
ing about the facts, and do not wish to be 
mixed up in anybody’s quarrel. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Is this privileged ? 

The SPEAKER. It can only be read by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 
state who the communication is from. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. It is from 
Mr. Horatio King. I hope no gentleman, after 
what was said here yesterday, will object to 
this communication being read. 

Mr. STILES. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Certainly 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, after what 
transpired here yesterday, will not object. 


Here isa gentleman who has been for more ' 


than twenty years in office, occupying high 


; positions, and of an honorable reputation—— 


Mr. STILES. I object because I do not 
know what it is. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. WASHBURN] asks, in behalf of 
Hon. Horatio King, that a letter addressed to 


| him by that gentleman in answer to the charges 
| preferred against him yesterday may be read | 


to the House. 
Mr. STILES. I withdraw the objection. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I desire 
to say that I know nothing about the charges 
referred to, and I do not wish to be mixed 
up with any quarrel. I may say in behalf of 
Mr. King that he is a gentleman who has occu- 
pied high official position in this city for a 
great number of years. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I object to any debate 


| unless the same courtesy can be extended to 


i the other side, if desired. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
well; let the communication be read. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I shall object to the read- 
ing of the communication unless an opportu- 


Very 


.| nity can be given to reply to any reflections 


that may be made in it uponthe Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I assure 
the gentleman there is nothing whatever of this 
kind in the communication. 


The communication was then read, as fol- | 


lows: ; 
WASHINGTON, May 18, 1870. 


Sir: A most unprovoked attaek, made on me 


.| yesterday by Hon. CHARLES Hays, of Alabama, in his 


place inthe House of Representatives, imposes on me 
the necessity of asking you to lay before that honor- 
able body a brief statement of the facts which led to it. 


In the first plaze, I should remark that hischarge .. 


is untrue that I instigated the newspaper article 


| which be makes the basis of his attack ; and heisalso | 


at fault in respect to the history of the transaction. 
The factsare simply asfollows: onthe 29th of July, 
1868, nearly two years ago, I received froma respect- 


able attorney in Cincinnatiapower of attorney from . 
C. S. Devine to prosecute a claim of his before - 


one 
the Navy Department for pay 
amounting to the sum of $551 13. 
charge of the matter and faithfully prosecuted it for 
abont five months, when the claim was rejected on 
the ground that there was no law authorizing its pay- 
which were quite voluminous, 


as first-class pilot, 


I want the gentleman to © 


limmediately took | 


May 18, 


werercturned to mo through the Fourth Auditor of 
the ‘Treasury. : 

Onthe l5thof March, 1869, following, having through 
my associate attorney received from said Devine a 
memorial, to be presented for relief, the same was 
presented in the House of Representatives, together 
: with all the other papers of the case, including my 
power of attorney from thoclaimant, and referred to 
the Committeeon Naval Affairs, I was unable to got 
any action thereon at the March session, und the 
matter rested until the present session, when the 
case, I understand, was put into tho hands of Mr, 
Hays for examination and report. My son called on 
him with reference to it several times, when, at 
length, some time in the latter part of March, I was 
surprised by the information that, instead of notify- 
ingand leaving me to finish up the case, he (Mr. Hays) 
had, without authority from the House, withdrawn 
the papers, taking them tothe Navy Department, and 
procured authority on which the Fourth Auditor had 
issued a Treasury certificate, payable to the order of 
Devine, for the whole amount, and this Treasury cer- 
tificato, it appeared, had been sent to Mr. Hays, at 
his (Mr. Hay’s) request, who informed my sun that 
he had received from Devine instructions not to 
allow the certificate to go into my hands. There- 
upon, on the 2d of April, I wrote Mr. Hays, giving 
him a brief statement of my connection with tho 
case, and respectfully protesting against his ‘* pay- 
ing over nny money or handing over any draft in 
favor of said Devine, to any person whomsoever, 
without my first having a fair opportunity to be 
heard in the premises.” 

In aday or two afterward I called on him, and 
he informed me that he should relieve himself of 
the matter by reporting to his committee; where- 
upon I sought an interview with and placed the 
whole facts in writing before the chairman, Mr. 
Scorig.p, who said that he did not consider that be 
had anything to do withthe matter, and declined to 
give me any assurance whatever, that our rights 
should be protected. Meantime, having learned 
from the Fourth Auditor that when he ordered the. 
Treasury certificate sent to Mr. Hays_he was not 
aware of my connection with the case, I wrote him 
a letter stating the result of my efforts with Messrs, 
Hays and SCOFIELD, and expressed the opinion that 
an intimation from him to that effect would nodoubt 
induce Mr. Hays to return the certificate to him and 
thus save all further trouble. This letter the Aud- 
itor referred to him by the following indorsement, 
handing it to me unsealed, as I told him I wished to 
retain a copy, namely: 

FOURTH Acpitor’s OFFICE 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, April 5, 1870. 


Sir: I would respectfully refer this letter to you 
` for consideration, and should you desire to be 


relieved in the premises, I have no doubt Mr. Kin 
would attend to the business in an honorable an 
satisfactory manner were youto return Mr. Devine’s 

, certificate to this office. The accounting oficers 
think Mr. King is entitled to remuneration for the 
services he has rendered in tho case. 


Very respectfully, yours, 
STEPHEN J. W. TABOR, Auditor. 
Hon. Cuarves Hays, M. C. 


Here the matter rested for two weeks or more, in 
the expectation on my part thatthe suggestion of 
the Auditor would meet with a favorable response, 
when, meeting Mr. Hays at the Capitol, I asked him 
about the certificate, and he said he bad sent it to 
Devine. I said to him, “''hen I shall look to you 
for our commissions,” and he replied, “Very well.” 
Not another word passed between us. 

The above are the essential and exact facts of the 
case. I shall not descend to the level of my assail- 
ant by bandying epithets, but will leave others to 
make their own comments. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
HORATIO KING. | 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I wish to say a very few 
words in relation to the communication just 
, read, not because of any allusion that it makes 
to me as chairman of the Committee on Naval 

. Affairs, but on account of the unjust reflections 
; contained in it upon Mr. Hays, whoisa mem- 
ber ef that committee. This claim of Mr. 
Devine, as it is called, was not properly a 
claim in the strict seuse of the word. Some 
` supposed defect in the law prevented Mr, De- 
' vine from receiving his pay as an officer of 
the Government, a pilot in the Navy. An 
application was made to Congress to have the 

- defect removed by a special act, and the appli- 
- cation was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. As chairman of that committee I 
asked Mr. Hays, who had just been appointed 
a member of it, to take the papers in his charge 
: and ascertain by inquiry at the Navy Depart- 
ment if it was a just claim, and report the 
result to the committee. In the course of his 
investigations before the Department Mr. Hays 
ascertained that the legal impediment to the 
| payment of the claim of Mr. Devine had been 
il removed by some subsequent action of the 


i 


1870. 
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Department, and that they were authorized to 
nay him without any special legislation. Mr. 

ays made his report to the committee. We 
then instructed him to report the papers back 
to the House, ask that the committee be dis- 
charged from their further consideration, and 


i 
| 
t 
| 


that they be laid upon the table; which was - 


done. That ended the connection of the commit- 
tee, as well as of the House, with this matter. 
Inasmuch as Mr. Hays had taken the papers 
that were before the committee to the Fourth 
Auditor of the Treasury that he might exam- 


| that I now say I intend no reflection upon Mr. 


ine them, and had left them there, the Anditor, ~ 


properly or improperly, I do not know which, 
sent the certificate of pay for Mr. Devine to 
Mr. Hays. In some unaccountable way the cer- 
tificate was detained in the mail for some two 


weeks, during which time the Fourth Auditor ` 


seemed to be interesting himself for this claim 
agent, Mr. King—who may be just and honor- 
able, as the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 
WASHBURN] says; I know nothing against 
him—interesting himself to have the certifi- 
cate returned to him, in order that he might 
hand it to Mr. King, that the latter might toll 


it, I suppose. Mr. Hays and I told them, when || may be to mere personal slanders I had no 


we were inquired of, that we had seen no such 
certificate; that at least it had not turned up. 
In the mean time Mr. Devine had learned 
from somebody, not from me, and I think 
from no member of the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, but probably from Mr. King through , 
some claim agent in Cincinnati, that his claim | 


was about to be paid. He sent a letter to me, 
as chairman of the committee, conjecturing, I 


: its absurdity, I denounced it as a lie, and | 


; : : named Colonel Grosvenor, the editor of the | 
suppose, that it was to be paid through some | 


effort of the committee, giving express instruc- | 


tions that the certificate should be sent directly « 


to him at St. Louis, and not handed to any | 


claim agent here. Mr. Hays also received a 


similar letter. The certificate at last turned up, |: 
aod Mr. Hays brought it to the committee, and || 
We had the | 


asked what he should do with it. 


instruction of the man to whom the money was | 
due not to hand the certificate, which was pay- | 


as his agent. 
recommended Mr. Hays to send the certificate 
directly to Mr. Devine at St. Louis, and then 
if he owed Mr. King anything for services Mr. 
King and he could settle the matter between 
themselves ; that the certificate having come 


into his hands it was the only way in which he | 


could discharge his duty to this man and the 
Government. 

Now, as to the article in 
about this matter, whether written or prompted 
by Mr. King or not I do not know; but stating 
his version of this matter, presenting his side 
of the case as he repeatedly gave it, I naturally 
conjectured, and so did Mr. Hays, that Mr. 
King had instigated the article. Buthe denies 
it. I can only say that whoever wrote that 
article was not a man of the high character that 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasu- 
BURN] describes Mr. King to be. The author 
of that article was not only malicious, but un- 
truthful. He has stated a good many false- 
hoods relative to Mr. Hays. All the alleged 
facts stated in that article and bearing upon his 
character are untrue. i ; 

I do not wish to say anything against Mr. 
King, or to assail him in any way. The writer 
of the article says that I treated kim with rude- 
ness. The only justification of that charge is 
that after Mr. King had written to me many 
communications, had seen me very often, and 
taken up more of my time than I thought he 
was entitled to—after I had repeatedly told 
him I had nothing to do with the matter, he 
persistently urging me to see that this Treasury 
certificate was put into his hands, I told him that 
he might just as well go to anybody else as to 
me; that {aia not wish to have any controversy 
with him about the case. This was the only 
rudeness of which I was guilty. There might 

ave been some little impatience on my part, 
but I did not mean anyrudeness. In anything 


the New York Star || 


-ocrat had reiterated its assertion that I was ' 
the owner of large iron works, and had added |: 


i tion of the House. 


' licly as I made the charge that I have a letter | 
from that gentleman, saying that he was not i 


i the author of the article, but that it was writ- i  ~ : : 
‘| main question ordered; and under the operation 


: leavin 


ableto him, to another man whom he repudiated || tion of the story is true. 


The committee unanimously || gy unintentional omission. 


King. He may be an honorable claim agent 
or a dishonorable one, so far as I know; but I 
do know that the conduct of Mr. Hays had the 
approval of all the gentlemen on the commit- 


tee, and I believe it would receive the approval 


of every just man acquainted with all the facts | 
in the case. | 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. KELLEY. I ask unanimous consent | 
to make a personal explanation, not connected 
with the matter which has just been under ` 
consideration. 
three minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. i f > 
5 LEY. Mr. Speaker, in the course | counting officers of the Treasury to settle, upon 


of the debate on Bessemer steel, on the 4thof ` 


I will not occu re than | pee 
py more than led to examination ; and the Secretary of the 


the present month, I invited the attention of .: 


the House to the fact that the St. Louis Dem- | 


thereto the equally false assertion that I was | 


one of the proprietors of the Bessemer steel ' 


process. Believing that however indifferent I 


assaults upon me, I deviated from my general 
rule and brought the paragraph to the atten- | 
As the statement in that 
paper was a reiteration and exaggeration of a : 
falsehood that had been retracted by its editor | 
after I had good-naturedly called attention to 


| 
right to allow a great cause to be injured by | 
| 
t 
i 


paper, as the author. I wish to state as pub- 


ten by a young man temporarily filling his 
place while he was away, and inclosing an 
extract from his paper contradicting the iron 
story, but making no allusion to that with 
reference to the Bessemer steel process, thus 
his readers to believe that that por- | 
This may have been 
But be that as it 
may, I wish to give Colonel Grosvenor the ben- 
efit of his denial. If I did him injustice in : 
eharging the managing editor of the paper over 
which he presides with the reiteration of a | 


i falsehood, I wish the public to know that he | 


denies it, both in a letter to’ me and in an edi- 
torial, and that I accept his denial. 

This is my personal explanation. It ismade 
rather in justice to-another than to myself, for 
I do not know that any one should apologize 
for applying an epithet such as J did to the 
managing editor of -a paper which in its care- 
fully-prepared leading articles applies soch 
epithets as ‘‘ able-bodied liar” to that vener- 
able scholar and thinker, Henry C. Carey. 


CREW OF THE ONEIDA. . 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I call for the regular 


order. ; | 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour now 


begins, and reports of a private nature are in 
order from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I am directed by the 


Committee on Naval Affairs to ask the House |: 


to take from. the Speaker’s table the. bill (S. 


No. 788) for the relief of the widows and |, 


orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines 
of the United States vessel of war Oneida, and 
for other purposes. 
There being no objection, the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and read a first and 
second time. : 
The bill was read. It provides that the 
widow or child or children, and in case there 
be no widow or child or children then the pa- 
rent or parents, and if there be no parents the 
brothers aud sisters of the officers, seamen, 
marines, and others in service who were lost 
in the United States vessel of war Oneida on 
the 24th of January, 1870, shall be entitled to 


em coe 


and receive a sum egual to twelve months’ sea 


pay of their respective deceased relations, in 
addition to the pay due to the deceased at the 
date of the loss of the vessel; and the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury Department 
are authorized to compute the pay up to and 
including the 24th of January, 1870, the day 
upon which the vessel was sunk in Yokohama 
bay, Japan; and the accounting officers are 
also authorized, in adjusting the accounts of 
such of the officers who were lost on board the 
Oneida as were entitled by law orregulation to 
examination for promotion, to allow them the 
increased pay from the date they became enti- 


‘| Navy is authorized to issue the commissions 


of those who were confirmed by the Senate. 
The second section directs the proper ac- 


the principles of justice and equity, the accounts 
of the officers, sailors, marines, and others, 


!! including captain’s clerk, on board the Oneida, 
- and to assume the last quarterly return of the 


paymaster of the vessel as the basis of compu- 
tation of the subsequent credits to those on 
board, to the date of such loss, if there be no 
official evidence to the contrary. 

The third section directs the proper account- 
ing officers of the Treasury Demann to 
settle the account of Thomas L. Tullock, jr., 
late paymaster in the Navy, who was lost in 
the Oneida, with all his accounts and vouchers 
for expenditures and payments made by him, 
and with all the money, stores, and supplies 
procured for the use of the vessel, and to allow 
him a credit for whatever sum appears to be 
due from him on the books of the Department. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded and the 


thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


passed. 

Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

BUSINESS OF NAVAL:COMMITTER. ` 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Task unanimous consent 
of the House that Wednesday evening next 
shall be set apart for the consideration of pub- 


|| lic bills to be reported from the Committee on 


Naval Affairs. 
Mr. DAWES. What bills? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Oneof the billsis for the 
removal of the Brooklyn navy-yard. I do not 
know what the House thinks of that bill, but it 
is important we should know what the House 
will do with it. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish the Naval Committee, 
as well as other committees, to feel the pres- 
sure, 80 we may proceed regularly and rapidly 
with the disposal of the public business. 

Mr. PETERS. I object. 


LIEUTENANT COMMANDER A. KAUTZ. 


Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back House bill No. 585, for 
the relief of Lieutenant Commander A. Kaaty, 
United States Navy, with the recommendation 
that it do not pass; and the’ same, with the 
accompanying papers, was laid upon the table. 

CAPTAIN DOMINICK LYNCH. . 

Mr. FERRY also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported back a joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 80) for the restoration of Captain Domi- 
nick Lynch, of the United States Navy, to the 
active list from the reserved list, with the rec- 
ommendation-that it do pass. - 

The joint resolution, which was read, author- 
izes the President of the United States to nom- 
inate, and by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate to appoint, Captain Dominick 
Lynch to the active list of the Navy, with the 
like effect.as if said Captain Dominick Lynch 
had been restored under the provisions of an 
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act approved the 16th of January, 1857, en- 
titled “An act to amend an act to promote the 
efficiency of the Navy,” 


Mr. KELSEY. I hope we will have some | 


explanation of the facts in this case. 
Mr. FERRY. There is an elaborate report 
of all the facts now upon the Speaker’s table, 


but to save the time necessary to have that : 


report read I will make a brief statement of 
the reasons for the passage of this joint reso- 
lution. 
active list of the Navy on the simple charge of 


having committed an indiscretion. The testi- | 
that “it was unfo 


mony shows that the charge was exceptional. 


The examination was imperfect and incom- ` 


plete. 
of usefal and gallant service in the Navy. He 
has been twice promoted while on the retired 
list for meritorious conduct. The Committee 


on Naval Affairs unanimously recommend his ; 


restoration. The proof is strongly in his favor 
not only as a man, but as an. able officer ; an 
with the record he has so deservedly won, 
placing him in the front rank of naval officers 
for gallant and. meritorious service, together 
with the fact that he has devoted so many 
years of a life so nobly spent for the defense 
and benefit of the country, I cannot believe 
any objection will now be pressed to the pas- 
sage of the resolution of restoration. I there- 
fore demand the previous question on the pas- 
sage of the joint resolution. 

The previous question was secon 
main question ordered... 


The joint resolution was ordered to be en- | 


grossed and, read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. | Son i 

Mr, RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution was, passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. i 

. The latter motion was agreed to, - 
s+.) GRORGE. M: SMITH. nii 

Mr: STEVENS, from'the same éonimittee, 

reported back the joint resolution (HE: R. No. 
123) allowing late acting Ensign George M. 
Smith a share in certain prizes captured by the 
United States steamer Aries, with the recom- 
mendation that it dọ pass.) —— 
. The joint resolution was read. ‘It declares 
that late acting Ensign George M, Smith, of 
the United States steamer Aries, who. was cap- 
tured January 7, 1864, on the coast of South 
Carolina, while in the discharge of his duties 
and belonging to that vessel, is entitled to re- 
ceive his.share of all prizes captured by that 
vessel during the time of his imprisonment, 
and that his name shall be considered as being 
enrolled upon the ship’s books the same as 
though he had been temporarily absent,” The 
‘oint resolution further authorizes the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, if the money for said prizes 
or any of them has already been distributed, 
to order payment to be made from the moiety 
then belonging to thé United States. 

The joint regolution was ordered’ to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; .and bein 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the thir 
time, and passed. ee EE eae oc 
_ Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the. resolution was. passed; and als 
moved that. the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. E OS 

The latter motion was agreed to,- 

On motion of Mr. STEVENS, the accom- 
panying report upon this case was ordered to 
be printed in the Globe, and is as follows: 

Report in case of George M. Smith. 


The facts in this case are as follows: Acting Engign 
George M. Smith was attached to and doing duty 
on board the United States steamer Aries, off Wil- 
mington, North Carolina, in 1863 and. 1864, 

He was captured by the enemy after destroying 
a valuable blockade-runner called the Dare, Jan- 
uary 7, 1864, having been sent out from his vessel 
for that purpose, after the vessel had been beached. 
His orders were to board her, and if possible get her 
off; failing to do that, to destroy her; which latter 


ded and the | 


Captain Lyneh was retired from the : 


His record exhibits thirty-one years © 


purpose he accomplished. A heavy sea running at the 
time, his boat was capsized and he was captured by 
the enomy, and held as a prisoner by them over ten 
months. in the mean time his vessel, the Artes, 
had captured and assisted in the capture of several 
prizes, and Mr. Smith, after his release, made duc 
application for his share of the prize-money in pro- 
cees of distribution to the officers and crew of his 
vessel. The accounting officers were compelled, as 
they state, to refuse his application, on the ground 
that the law provides “that only those shall sharo 
who are doing duty on board and borne u 
books of the ship.” The case was referre 
law officer of the Navy Dopartment, t 
that under tho prize act of 30th June, 1864, section 
ten, Mr. Smith was not entitled to any share in the 
distribution on the ground before stated, remarking 
rtunate thatthe prize act makes no 
’ and recommending 


to the 


provision for a caso like this,’ 
legislation. ` i. 

Under the circumstances of the case, and believing 
that this officer should not, through the misfortune 
of an imprisonment, occasioned by tho faithful dis- 
charge of his duty, be deprived of the benefit of cap- 
tures from the enemy in which his comrades shared, 
the Committec on Naval Affairs report back the bill 
for his relief referred to them, and recommend its 


` passage by the House. 


JOSHUA BISHOP. 


Mr. STEVENS also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
285) in favor of Joshua Bishop, late lieutenant 
commander of the. United States Navy; which 
was read a first and second time. 

The question was on ordering the joint res- 
olution to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The joint resolution authorizes the President 
of the United States to nominate, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate to 
reappoint, Joshua Bishop, late lieutenant com- 
mander in the United States Navy, to the place 
from which he was dismissed. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and bein 


| engrossed, it was accordingly read the thir 


time, and passed. 
= Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion. to reconsider be laid on the 
table.. i i 

The latter motion was agreed to. ; 

On motion of Mr. STEVENS, the. accom- 
panying report upon: this case was ordered to 
be printed in the Globe, and is as follows: 


Report of the Cammiitee of Naval Apaira on the House 
of Representatives on the case of Joshua Bishop, late 


lieutenant commander. United States Navy. 


The committee having considered the case, report 
as follows:. . wed 2 an ; 

This officer entered the servicoin September, 1854, 
at Annapolis, Maryland, and froduaiee No. Gin his 
class in 1858, at which time he entered the active 
service, and served on various vessels to the entire 
satisfaction of all his commanding officers. Ho 
served during the war with credit, being one of the 
naval officers from the southern States who, not- 
withstanding the pressure of surrounding and ad- 
verse: influences, remained true to the Union. 
May, 1867, he was executive oficer 


the Asiatic squadron, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Commander C..C. Carpenter. On the dist of 
that month Mr. Carpenter suspended him from duty, 
but on the same day he was, 


duty, and continued to serve‘as execu ive officer of 


the Wyoming until her arrival in the harbor of Hong `i 


Kong the following September, whon he was placed 
under arrest and tried by court-martial for ‘‘drunk- 
enness” and ‘neglect of duty” on the 30th and 3lst 
of May preceding. He was found guilty of both 
charges and dismissed the servicè. | isl gn 

At the commencement of the trial Mr. Bishop 
“pleaded in bar” his restoration to duty under an 
order from Admiral Bell, and claimed that under 
the provisions of paragraph twelve hundred and five 
of the nayal regulations the order, expiated: the 
offense: ‘Phe material part of tho order, which was 
produced before the court, was as follows: ** You will 
restore Lieutenant Commander Bishop to duty, to 
await an opportunity for time to investigate the 
case.” Mr. Bishop claimed that he received tho 
order verbally from Mr. Carpenter, and the second 
clause of the order was not mentioned, nor at any 
time thereafter referred to; but the verbal order 


which he received restored him to duty without any |! 8 
i; in question, and that 
under the influence of liquor, 


reservation whatever. 

Theregulation (paragraph twelve hundred and five) 
provides “that an offense committed at any one 
timo for which a person in the Navy shall have been 
placed under arrest, suspension, or confinement, and 
subsequently entirely discharged therefrom by com- 
petent authority,” *  * |*  * “isto be 
regarded as 6xpiated, and no further martial pro- 
ceedings against him for the offense itself are ever 
afterward to take place.” 

The court overruled the 


on the | 


who reported | 


and by and | 


In| 
i KS on board the || 
United States steamer Wyoming, then belonging to © "|. 
., Bishop alleges that 


by order of Admiral `` 
Bell, then commanding the squadron, yestored. to |: bh 
i rights, he had 


“ plea,” and proceeded to : 


try the caseuponits merits. It appearedin evidence 
thaton the afternoon of the 30th of May the steamer 
Wyoming was lying in the harborof Nagasaki, Japan, 
and that Mr. Carpenter ordered Mr. Bishop to have 
the vessel ready to go to sea at daylight the next 
morning, and then went on shore, returning about 
five p. m., at which time he sent for Mr. Bishop, who 
was then at dinner with some friends whom he waa 
entertaining. Ho again gave Mr. Bishop the order 


. to have the vessel ready for sea, at which time Mr, 
Bishop told him that no officers were on shore, and 


| Mr. Carpenter, at 


that ail had been told that the ship was going to sea, 

Tie states that at this time Mr. Bishop was intoxi- 
cated, but that he thought that he would get over it. 
about six p. m., went on board the 
Hartford,the flag-ship of Admiral Bell, and remained 
there until about cleven p. m., and on his return 
found that Mr. Bishop had gone ashore. Mr. Car- 
penter testifies that the executive oficer had a gen- 
eral leave to go on shore when the next officer below 
him in rank was on board; and he states also that 
the ship wasunmoored about sixo’clock in the even- 
ing, while Mr, Bishop was at dinner; also that he 
thought Mr. Bishop able to attend to the duties of 
the ship during his absence, but that his going ashore 
and not remembering the orders afterward convinced 
him that he was intoxicated. 

It appeared that the ship was got ready for sea 
at the proper time, in compliance with the orders 
of Commander Carpenter, through the orders and 
agency of Mr. Bishop, but that there was some mis- 
apprehension among the officers as to the time inthe 
morning she was to sail, and that Mr. Bishop and 
other officers on board supposed she wasnot to leave 
her moorings until the flag-ship, the Hartford, sailed, 
which it was .also understood would not sail until 
a later hour in the morning; and it was with this 
understanding that Mr. Bishop went on shore by 
virtue of bis general leave. : 

Three oflicers on board the Wyoming testified that 
in their opinion Mr. Bishop was intoxicated that 
evening, though one of them says that his opinion 
was founded on the appearance of Mr. Bishop when 
he came on board the next morning. | It appeared 
also that there had been somo jll-feeling and jeal- 
ousy among the ofticers on board the vessel who were 
introduced as witnesses sufficient to have furnished 
a motive for doing an injustice to Mr, Bishop in 
their testimony, and also that before and atthe time 
of the alleged offenses, as well as at the time of trial, 
Mr. Bishop was suffering with asthma, which was 
aggravated by confinement on board the ship, and 
which is urged as an excuse for his going on shore 
the night in question. | 

No witnesses were introduced by Mr. Bishop on 
the trial. He seems to have been surprised by the 
arrest and proccedings, which he alleges were some- 
what hurriedly conducted to avoid detaining oneof 
the vessels of the fleet, which was then under orders 
for sea, and. that the vessel to which he was then 
attached was under orders and then making prep- 
arations for her homeward voyage to the United 
States. He had been informed that the whole mat- 
ter had been passed over, and supposed it ended, 
having performed his.subsequent duties apparently 
to the satisfaction of all; and the first intimation 
which ho bad that there would be a trial was on the 
evening previous to his heing placed under arrest, 
and the second day after the arrival of the Wyom- 
ing at Hong Kong, and thatit occurred while at the 
supper-table on board the flag-ship Hartford, Tho 
exccutive officer, Mr. Phillip, having complimente 
him on the manner in which the Wyoming ha 
“furled sail” that afternoon, Mr. J. H. Read, then 
principal aid to Admiral Bell, remarked in reply 
thereto, on leaving the table, * I guess that after 
to-morrow there will be a different manner of furl- 
ing sail on the Wyoming.” The arrest was made 
tho next morning. . : 

The progress of the trial was interrupted, and Mr, 
his mind was diverted by changes 


i: going on in the vessel, and further, that he knew 


;: nothing of the result-until his arrival in.the United 


States; that although he made all the exertion in 
his power to ascertain what it was, so as to guard his 
no proper opportunity to take his 
appeal to the Secretary, and that the findings of the 
court were approved at the Department before hi 
arrival home. Assoon as possible he communicated 
with the Department, but was there informed that 
he could have no relief except through the action 
of Congress. ite 

It scems that the Wyoming was not detained on 
the morning in question by the absence of Mr. 
Bishop, but to await the arrival of the United States 
marshal, who was to sail in ker. The professional 
and moral character of Mr. Bishop, both before and 
since the aforesaid transaction on board the Wyom- 
ing, appears to have been without reproach, while 
his record ag a naval officer stands deservedly high. 


:| Ho hassubmitted to your committee numerous testi- 
| monials from naval officers and, civilians commend- 


ing him for his zeal and attention to duty. He also 
roduces before the committee a letter from a fel- 
ow-officer with him on the Wyoming, in which be 
states explicitly that ‘the saw him on the evening 
he gave no indication of boing 
and that he was, per; 
fectly sober when he came on board next morning. 
On a full consideration of the case, your committee 
are of the opinion that, considering the general good 
character, the faithful and_important services and 
professional standing of Mr. ishop, the circum- 
stances under which ho was tried, the doubtful char- 
acter of the evidence, his relief from suspension, Dis 
inability to communicate with the Department with 


n view to relief or appeal, and especially in view of 
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the extreme severity of bis sentence, justice requires 
some relief at the hands of Congress, therefore 
report the following joint resolution and recommend 
its passage, 

ACCOUNTS OF CHARLES C. UPHAM. 

Mr. STEVENS also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with the recommend- 
ation that it do pass, the joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 211) for the settlement of the accounts 
of Charles C. Upham, late paymaster in the ` 
Navy, deceased. oe. , 

The joint resolation authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Navy to cause the accounts 
of Charles C. Upham, late paymaster in the 
Navy, deceased, to be settled and adjusted upon 
just and equitable principles. — 

Mr. PAINE. A provision is made by this ` 
joint resolution for settling all accounts of this | 
paymaster on just and equitable principles. I 
wish to inquire of the gentleman who has 
reported the resolution whether it is intended 
that all legal rules shall be abrogated and set > 
aside in this case? 

Mr. STEVENS. In order to give an answer ` 
to the gentleman from Wisconsin I wil! briefly 
state the circumstances under which this joint -i 
resolution has been reported. 

Paymaster Upham, who died, I think, two 
years ago, was directed by the Government ' 
during the war to purchase tar, turpentine, and 
pitch in North Carolina, in order to supply a ;; 
pressing necessity of the Navy. I think this |: 
was in 1862 and 1863. Of course this was | 
a matter entirely outside of the regular routine | 
of his official duty, so far as the manner of | 
purchase was concerned. The business was | 
carried through in a clandestine way, supplies | 
being brought down at night to the coast, : 
oftentimes secretly deposited, and there taken | 
by the agents of the paymaster. Under such ‘: 
circumstances no vouchers could be had for |; 
the outlay of the money. After the close of | 
the war, and on the attempted settlement of |! 
theaccounts of Paymaster Upham, it was found '' 
that this business, these purchases made in |! 
this irregular manner, outside of the regular | 
business of a paymaster, could not be settled |! 
with justice to Mr. Upham under the provis- | 
ions of existing law, which required that all | 
disbursements should be verified by proper | 
vouchers coming from the persons who re- | 
ceived the payment of the money. That is | 
the whole explanation. The case occupies an 
entirely. exceptional position, and itis but just 
that special provision should be made for it. 
I would also state to the gentleman that Mr. | 
Upham, who was a son of Senator Upham, 
formerly representing the State of Vermont, 
died without means. 

Mr. PAINE. I did not know, from the read- 
ing of the joint resolution, but this was one of 
the many cases of defalcation of which we have 
heard. I now make no objection to it. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. j 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. f f 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. STEVENS, the accom- 
panying report upon this case was ordered to 
e printed in the Globe, and is as follows: 


Report in case of Charles C, Upham, late Paymaster 
tn the United States Navy. 

_ The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred a joint resolution directing the Secretary 
of the Navy and accounting officers of the Navy 

epartment to cause the accounts of Charles C. Up- 
bam, late paymaster in the Navy. to be settled upon 
Just and equitable principles, have had the same 
ie consideration, and report that thesame ought 

ass, 

The committee deem it advisable to make a brief 
statement of the general facts in the case, to show the 
Necessity and propriety of the passage of such a reso- 
lation. “When the late civil war had become so far 
established that all commercial communication be- 
tween the North and South was cut off, there soon 

an to be ascarcity of tar, pitch, rosin, and turpen- | 
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| needod supply of these articles from 
; Instructions to this effect were issued by the Secre- 
: tary of the Navy to Rear Admiral 


: lina. 


tine, which are almost exclusively southern produc- 
tions; the prices in market rose to extruordinary 
rates, and the supply was soon so nearly exhausted 
that our Navy was greatly embarrassed for want of 
articles so indispensable to their operations. The 
Navy Department decided to attainpt getting the 

North Carolina. 


Lee, then in com- 
mand of the North Atlantic squadron. On tho 22d 


i of August ,1862, Admiral Lee inclosed a copy of these 
' instructions in a letter or order addressed to Pay- 


master Upham, in which hesaid: ‘I hereby appoint 
the object of the 
Minnesota, and was also paymaster of the fleet 
regarded as a suitabie officer to be trusted with the 


management of this delicate enterprise and the 
funds necessary to carry it out. 


. you confidential agentfor the purpose of carrying out , 
epartment, as set forth therein.” ʻi 

Faymastor Upham was then paymaster of the flag- | 
' ship ) 
: then blockading the ports on the coast of North Caro- i 
He had been many years in service, and was ‘| 


At this time our troops held a few places along the | 


: coast, but the great body of the State wasinthehands | 
: and under the control of the rebel authorities, civil .' 
The desired articles, ifobtained at |: 


all, must be mainly purchased from persons in the | that the patent was an invention of value or 


and wilitary. 


interior, who were within the reach and subject to 
the dangers attendant upon any such dealing with 


our Army and Navy, if the same became known tothe : 


rebel authorities. Hence, on their part, their own 


satety required that all shouid be done in the most : : $ 
d turned to the claimant, and the committee 


secret and stealthy manner, and all evidences or traces 
of it avoided. f 
The regnlar official duties of Paymaster Upham 


sary he should bavo several agents on shore, who 
could commuricate with persons who had the articles 
to sell which ho was authorized to buy. Twoor throc 
paymasters isthe Army and Navy wereemployed by 
him to aid in carrying out his instructions, and sev- 
eral agents employed on shore. 


to time. 


has lli all ities, HB S 5 3 
Ths purchases wereall insmallquantitids, often by i it do pass, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 154) 


the single barrel, and delivered at some placo whore 
the seller could deliver it with comparative safety 


: to himself, Some time after the purchase began Pay- | 
Upham was ordered to set up the manufac- «. 


master 
ture of spirits of turpentine and rosin. and this was 
carried on to a considerable extent. 


consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2000) to 
declare the construction of section fifty five of 
the national currency act, approved June 3, 
1864; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was referred ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOSEPH HUMPHREYS. 


Mr. McCRARY, from the same committee, 
submilted an adverse report on the claim of 
Joseph Humphreys for compensation for the 
use by vessels of the United States Navy of 
his putent floating anchor or drag. 

The report was read. ‘The committee state 
that the evidence does not satisfy them either 


` that it has been used to any extent by vessels 


of the Navy. The papers referred to the com- 
mittee being all private papers, have been re- 


; ask to be discharged from the further consid- 


were such that it was not possible for bim to do the |: eration of the claim. 


detail work of this agency in person. It was neces- | 


The report was laid upon the table and 
ordered to be printed, and the committee was 


` discharged from the further consideration of 
- the claim. 


4 To all these persons ` 
; he advanced funds, as they were needed, from time 


JANK DKAN BISILOP. 


Mr. McCRARY, from the same committee, 
reported back, with the recommendation that 


: for the relief of Jane Dean Bishop. 


This business was carried on for a period of con- | 


siderably more than ayear, and Paymaster Upham 
was-farnished and charged with about four hundred 
thousand dollars, and by the returns of the agents 


and their accounts rendered, nearly forty thousand | 


barrels were purchased. Some were délivered to 
different ships of the Navy, but much the largest 
amount was sent to different navy-yards. 


The question was upon ordering the joint 
resolution to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The joint resolution directs that from May 
23, 1857, to March 27, 1866, Jane Dean Bishop, 
widow of the late Surgeon William S. Bishop, 


: United States Navy, shall be allowed the dif- 


presented his accounts for settlement, he presented |; 


as vouchers the sums he had advanced to agents and 
other paymasters acting for and under him, and 


it was objected that these were not proper vouchers, 
that a regular receipt should have been taken of 


each person from whom any purchase was made or |: 


who was paid for any service; and that there was 


| their returns of how the money had been paid out, |: 


a lack of regular certificates of inspection which the : 


regulations require in the ordinary routine of pur- 
chases for the Navy. 


It was held by the accounting oficera. of. the De- |: 
poyer under the law to |: 
except upon the pro- : 


partment that they bhad no 
Fettle and adjust an accoun 


duction of regalar and formal vouchers and certif- : 


cates of inspection.. The amounts of the various 
articles received by the Government did not amount 
to so much as the money expended, reckoned at 
what was estimated shonid have been tho cost. 

It is evident to the committee that the very nature 
and exceptional character of the service that Pay- 
master Upham was set to perform, made it impos- 


sible that regular business vouchers for all expendi- ' 


tures: could be taken. The persons of whom the 
purclwases were made could not safely give them, and 
often were not in a situation to give them. Itwould 
therefore be unjust to require them, in order to effect 


a settlement of his accounts. All that sbould be re-. 


quired is that they should be satisfied that all the 


money he received was honestly and fairly expended | 


to earry out.the duty given him to do. 


So far as the committee are informed, it had never |: 
been thought or believed that Paymaster Upham | 


ever appropriated a dolar of the public money re- | 


ceived by him to his own use. 
the enterprise, and unavoidable. The accounts re- 
mained unsettled at the time of the death of Pay- 
master Upham, early in 1863. He left no property at 
the time of his decease, and left a widow wholly 
without means of support. There was a small bal- 
ance due him for salary, but this under the law and 
regulations could not be paid to his widow, because 
his accounts were unsettled. No steps were ever 
taken against Paymaster Upham or against his bail 
to get payment of the apparent deficit in his accounts. 

It is apparent to the committee thatjustice requires 
such an extension of power as to authorize this mat- 
ter to be adjusted, upon the principle of allowing a 
credit in his accounts for all the money that he fairly 
and honestly expended, They therefore report back 
the joint resolution roferred to them, and recommend 
its passage. 


NATIONAL CURRENCY ACT OF 1864, 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimous 


That there was con- , 
siderable loss is, doubtless, true; it was incident to | 


| of the United States. 


ference of pay between the salary of a passed 
assistant surgeon and a surgeon in the Navy, 


Hoa ding to the establishe in 
When, after the close of the war, Paymaster Upham ;i sige d rate of pay during 


that period. l 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was acċordingly read the third 
time, and passed. : ` l 

Mr. McCRARY moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 


i be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ROBERT BOYD, JR. 


Mr. HALE, from the same committee, re- 
ported back, with the recommendation that ‘it 
do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 1619) to restore 
Robert Boyd, jr., to the active list of the Navy 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was read. It directs that Robert 
Boyd, jr., be restored to the active list of the 
Navy of the United States, with the full rank 
and pay of commander, to which he is entitled 
by his confirmation by the Senate on the 18th 
of December, 1868. . 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. ; 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CAPTAIN GEORGE ‘HENRY PREBLE. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, by unanimous con- 
sent, the bill (S. No. 850) for the relief of Cap- 
tain George Henry Preble, of the Navy of the 
United States, was taken from the Speaker’s 
table, and read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be read a third time. 

The bill proposes to direct.the proper ac- 
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counting officers of the Treasury, in settling 
the accounts of George Henry Preble, a cap- 
tain in the Navy of the United States, to allow 
him sea pay as a commander from the 5th of 
August to the 12th of October, 1862, and leave 
pay as a commander from the last-named date 
to the 2ist of February, 1863, deducting there- 


from any pay he may have received for those | 


eriods. 


The bill was ordered to be read athird time; | 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and | 


passed. A 
Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also move 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


table. ; 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


OFFICERS AND CREW OF THE KEARSARGE. 
Mr. HALE, from the same committee, re- 


compensate the officers and crew of the United 
States steamer Kearsarge for the destruction 
"of the rebel piratical vessel Alabama. 
The substitute was read. It authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of State to sell so many 


of the registered bonds of the United States | 


' now under his control belonging to the Japan- 


ese indemnity. fund as shall realize $190,000, | 


which sum he shall pay, without delay, to the | reagon for fixing the amount at$190,000. 
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ate. TheSenate disagreed with the House as 
to the amount, and a committee of conference 
was appointed on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses. That was on the last day of the 
last session of the Fortieth Congress, I believe, 
and for the same reason that it failed before it 
again failed; that is, for want of time. In the 
mean time the officers, and especially the crew 


of the Kearsarge, believing that injusticd had |; 
been done, came before this Congress, and ;; 
before the Committee on Naval Affairs of this | 
‘House. They were heard by the committee, ; 


' and there was but one sentiment, which was 


| arrived at? The answer is this: a board of ':; 
irc å |, officers was appointed by the Navy Department | 
ported back, with an amendment in the nature | 


of a substitute, the bill (H. R. No. 1967) to $ bama and of her armament. 


d thatthe country in this case owed to these men | 
` what the bill proposes to give them. This bill | 
provides for giving them $190,000. To some | 
that may seem to be a large amount, and the | 


question may be asked, how ig that amount 


to estimate the value of the rebel cruiser Ala- 
From the best 


' information they could obtain they found the 


‘value to be something over forty thousand 


pounds sterling. That is the basis upon which 
the sum of $190,000 has been decided upon. 
It is the same as though our gallant sailors 
had captured the rebel cruiser Alabama and 


! brought her into port, when they would have 


Secretary of the Navy, who shall deposit the |, 


same in the Treasury of the United States, 


and cause the above amount to be paid to Com- |; 
mander John A. Winslow and the officers and | 


crew belonging to the United States steamer 
Kearsarge while engaged in the capture and de- 
struction of the rebel piratical vessel Alabama, 
onthe 19th of June, 1864; the said sum of 
$190,000 being the estimated value thereof; 
the same to be distributed to the officers an 

crew attached to the Kearsarge at the date above 
named, according to the pay-roll of the ship at 
the time, and to be in lieu of the bounty author- 
ized by the eleventh section of the act of June 
80, 1864, to regulate prize proceedings, &c., 
provided that no money shall be paid to any 
assignee of a mariner entitled to the same, but 
only to the mariner in person, his wife, or if he 
has deceased, to hislegal representative exclud- 


ing any such assignee ; and provided also that | 


if any of the officers or crew of the said United 
‘States steamer Kearsarge shall have received 
the bounty provided for by the said act of June 
30, 1864, the same shall be deducted from the 
amount to be paid to such officer or seamen 
under the provision of this bill. 

. Mr. MAYNARD. It seems to me that this 
bill ought to be considered by the Committee 
„on Foreign Affairs. This Japanese fund is one 
that that committee has had under its charge. 
The chairman of that committee [Mr. Banks] 
is now absent from this city, having attended 
a meeting relating to our foreign affairs which 
was held in New York city last night. As this 
bill contains an appropriation, if it is pressed 
for consideration at this time I shall have to 
insist that under the rule it must receive its 
first consideration in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. This bill merely directs out 
of what fund this shall be paid. -If gentlemen 
will give me their attention for a few moments 
I will explain what seems to excitesome com- 
ment as to the fund from which itis to be paid. 
The bill is one that has been before this House 

at two several times; once during the Thirty- 
Ninth Congress, and again during the Fortieth 
Congress. 
alterations, that was originally reported, giving 
compensation tothe officers and crew of the 
United States steamer Kearsarge, for engag- 
ing with-and destroying the rebel-cruiser Ala- 
bama. It was introduced in the Thirty-Ninth 
Congress, and failed to pass because it was not 
reached for want of time. It was again intro- 
duced in the Fortieth Congress, when it excited 
some discussion; and passed this House by a 
majority of three to one, and went to the Sen- 


It is the bill, with some slight | 


' the last war with Great Britain. 


had the benefit of the capture. That is the 


But this bill goes further. A general statute | 


provides that where an enemy’s vessel is sunk 


or destroyed a certain sum per capita shall:be | 


distributed to the officers and men of the ves- 
sel of our Navy rendering that service. That 
general statute entitles the officers and men of 
the Kearsarge to the sum of $30,000, and about 
all of that sum has been paid out of the Treas- 
ury of the United States. And the committee 
believe that this gallant crew and its officers 
should give credit to the Government for that 
amourt; and by this bill the Government is 
given credit for the amount of $30,000 already 
paid. ‘There then is to be paid to Commodore 
Winslow and the other officers, and to the crew 
of this vessel, the sum of $160,000 under this 
bill. I believe this is nottoo much. I believe 
that there will be found but one sentiment in 
the country, and that is that an act so signifi- 
cant as the destruction of the rebel steamer 
Alabama should be recognized by the Govern- 
ment in some handsomemanner, and that this 
bill reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs 
is not open to the charge of extravagance. 
Now, this is not the first time when such a 


thing as this has been done by our Govern- | 


ment. There never was a more significant 
occasion for the exercise of this justice by the 
Government. This was the only square stand- 
up sea-fight during the whole war of the rebel- 
lion. And this is the only. opportunity which 
has been presented to Congress to recognize 
the gallantry of our Navy on that occasion. 
Congress did this thing repeatedly during 
During that 
war Congress voted $50,000 to the officers and 
crew of the Constitution for the capture of the 
British frigate Guerriere. It voted $25,000 


| to the officers and crew of the Wasp for the 
| capture of the Frolic. 
| modore Bainbridge and the crew of the Con- || 
‘stitution again $50,000 for the capture of the | 


And it voted to Com- 


Java, and at that time $50,000 was a com- 
paratively large sum, both in its uses by the 
men who received itand its value as compared 
with the value of the vessels fought and de- 


stroyed or captured. Fifty thousand dollars - 
was more valuable then than $160,000 is: 


to-day, or $190,000, if gentlemen choose to 
insist upon that sum. Congress did better 


with reference to the numerous sea-fights of » 


the war of 1812 than the committee ask Con- 
gress to do with reference to this contest—the 
only square stand-up fight out on the waters 
of the ocean between single vessels during the 
whole-war of the rebellion. 

I ask the attention of the House to the reason 


for the form in which the committee have re- 
ported the bill. It provides that the claims of 
the officers and crew of the Kearsarge shali be 
paid out of a certain fand which is now held 
by the Government, and which was received 
in the manner I will state. Inthe month of 
! July, 1863, the American steamer Pembroke 
i was fired upon in the Tapanuee sea by two Jap- 

anese vessels of war—a brig of ten guns and a 
bark of eight guns—belonging to the Japanese 
prince of Nagato. It was a wanton, unpro- 
voked insult to our flag. It involved the repu- 
tation of the country, the honor of the United 

States Navy. The United States naval com- 
mander out there at once sent up the Wyoming 
to take speedy vengeance upon the Japanese. 
A conflict ensued, and several of the Japanese 
| vessels were sunk. The result was that the 
Japanese Government paid over afterward to 
| the Government of the United States $650,000. 
'! That fund is now in the hands of our Govern- 
© ment. It has remained invested in United 
| States bonds ever since. It is no more at the 
| disposition of the Government than any other 
'; property which goes to make up the fands of 

ithe United States. It is a fund distinct in 
i itself. It resulted from the act of the United 
' States Navy. It was paid as reparation for an 

‘insult and an outrage that had been inflicted 

‘upon the United States Navy and upon the 
Government. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to ask the gentle- 

i man whether that Japanese fund was not paid 

over expressly to reimburse and indemnify cer- 

tain injuries that had been committed by the 

_ Japanese upon certain of our naval vessels, and 

whether it did not turn out that after a settle- 

i ment of those matters there was a balance in 
favor of the Japanese Government? 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman is thinking of 

(| the Chinese fund. This Japanese fund was 

phig over on account of the insult upon the 

embroke. It is necessary that gentlemen 

should not get these two funds confused. The 

money which now constitutes what is called tbe 

“ Japanese fund’’ was not paid over as reim- 
bursement, but, as a lawyer would say, as ‘' ex- 
emplary damages ;’’ it was paid over as showing 
the repentance of the Japanese Government 
for this act which had been committed, amd its 
obligationtodosonomore. This bill provides 
that the claims of the officers and crew of the 
Kearsarge shall be paid out of this Japanese 
fund; that the Secretary of State shall sell 
enough of the bonds to realize $190,000, which 
shall be distributed in payment of these claims. 

I am requested to state again that the whole 
amount of this fund originally was $650,000; 
the accumulated interest amounts to about two 
| hundred thousand dollars, making the aggre- 
gate of the fund between eight and nine hun- 
` dred thousand dollars. This being a distinct- 

‘ive fund the bill is not liable to be carried to 
© the Committee of the Whole by a single ob- 

jection. ‘Lhe committee considered that as 
+ this isa fand arising from a naval engagement 
| a part of it can very properly be used for the 
| payment of the officers and crew of the Kear- 
| sarge; and I will state frankly to the House 
| that one reason why the committee so framed 
the bill as to make payment from tbis fund 
was that the claims of these men might not 
be delayed in this House by a single objection 
from some member who does not believe in 
recognizing such claims as those of the men 
who took part in that engagement. 

A Memper. Howis that fand now invested? 

Mr. HALE. The Japanese fund is now in- 
vested in Government bonds, and with accu- 
| mulated interest amounts to nearly nine hun- 
', dred thousand dollars. 
Mr. DICKEY. Here isa printed statement 
i of the figures. 

, Mr. STEVENS. The figures to which the 
| gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Dickey] re- 
| fers are based upon an error which has since 
|: been corrected, as is shown by subsequent com- 
il munications and documents, 


I 


1870. 
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Mr. ORTH. Willthe gentleman from Maine | 


[Mr. Hats] allow me to make a single sug- 

gestion? ; 
Mr. HALE. I propose to call the previous 

question, and then I will yield to the gentle- 


an. 
Ndr. MAYNARD. I now-renew the point 
of order which [ reserved. It is that this bill 


contains an appropriation, and must go to the — 


Committee of the Whole. 


The SPEAKER. : c 

rt of the bill on which the point is based. 

The Clerk read as follows: = 

Bett enacted, £c., That the Secretary of State be, 
and is hereby, authorized and directed to sell so 
many of tho registered bonds of the United States 
pow under his control belonging to the Japancse 
indemnity fund, as shall realize $ 


i 
li 


| 


1 


The Clerk will read the ` 


tleman from Maine will have the consent of 
every member of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to strike that part of the bill out and 
to make the appropriation directly from the 


‘| Treasury. 


Mr. MAYNARD. This is the first morn- 
ing hour of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and they can bring in an amended bill in the 
next morning honr. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. We can getthrough with 
it this morning. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
relating to the Japanese fund. 


: The SPEAKER. Nothing can be done 


` unless the 


90,000, which sum | 


ho shall pay without delay to the Secretary of the | 


Navy, wh» shall deposit the same in the 


reasury . 


of the United States and cause the whole amount |! 


thereof to be paid to Commodore John A. Wins- 
low, &o. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 


uestion of order is withdrawn. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I mustinsist on my point 
of order. 
The SPEAKER. Then the bill must go to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I do not ‘object to an 


' amended bill, but will support it most heartily. 


point of order. It directs the money to be paid | 
into the Treasury of the United States, and . 
then it appropriates it therefrom. It is an - 


appropriation bill. 


Mr. ALLISON. Thenit ought te go to the | 
‘: the bill so it can be read correctly. 


Committee of the Whole. 
The SPEAKER. ‘Which sum he shall pay 


without detay to the Secretary of the Navy, who | 


shall deposit the same in the Treasury of the 
United States.” Then it takes it therefrom, 
which therefore constitutes it, according to the 
rules of the House, an appropriation bill, re- 
quiring its first consideration in the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. The 
Chair is frank to say if that appropriation had 


been left out he would not have ruled as he has. | 


Mr. HALE. I will strike those words out. 


the SE Be Rie, Ihe censlemas canna | such a bounty to one branch of the service you |: 


amend the billif the gentleman froni Tennessee 
insists on his point of order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [insist on my point of 
order for the reasons I have given. 

Mr. HALE. I will withdraw the bill. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Mr. Speaker, this bill 
was passed unanimously by the House during 
the last Congress. 
Senate. The officers and crew of the Kear- 
sarge have waited this long time for proper 
recognition and recompense of their gallantry 
and success in sinking the piratical Alabama, 
Shall justice to them be still further delayed 
by a technical point of order being insisted 
upon? If gentlemen will revert for a moment 
to the time when this naval contest took place 
they cannot forget that it attracted the atten- 
tion of the civilized world. Not only America, 
‘but England and France watched the result 
with anxiety. The telegraph noted every move- 
ment of either ship. At last the fight was 
fought and the Alabama was sunk, and the 
American people rejoiced that their commerce 
upon the high seas was once more free from 
the attacks of a piratical cruiser which had so 
long preyed upon it. Our people were univers- 
ally grateful to the officers and crew of the 


Kearsarge for the victory they had won for our. 


flag and for keeping up our naval renown. In 
that hour would not there have beén an indig- 
nant outery if the justice due to those officers 
and crew had been attempted to have been 
delayed by a mere technical objection on a 
point of order? Has the nation’s obligation to 
these gallant men been diminished by the lapse 
of time? Certainly not. There is no objec- 
tion to making this recompense to them. Then 
why not de it now? 

TheSPEAKER,. The gentleman from Maine 
asks unanimous ‘consent to withdraw the bill. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Nothing can be said in 
behalf of the officers and crew of the Kear- 
sarge or in praise of their exploit upon the 
coastof France which Ido not most cordially 
indorse. I regret lam not able to agree to 
this biit as it stands. My objection is to the 
source from which this money is to be drawn. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I have no doubt the gen- 


It was also passed by the | 


: should give it to the other. 


Mr. HALE. [ will withdraw the bill and 


priation made directly from the Treasury. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will change ` to put the resolution in the form of authoriz- 


' ing the President to put these officers on the 
_ active list? 
| United States prevents our appointing or pro- 


- Mr. SCOFIELD. Let it be made to read ` 


thus: 


The sum of $190,000 is hereby appropriated out : 


of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
neted, to be handed over to the Secretary of the 
avy, &c. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is this a bounty fo 


| gallantry? 


A MEMBER. It is. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have never heard | 


of any appropriations from the Treasury to 
the soldiers for doing their duty. If you give 


I object. 
Mr. HALE. Then | withdraw the bill. 


The SPEAKER. The bill is absolutely | 


i Wisconsin. Itis merely doing what has already 
| been done by many similar resolutions which 
li have passed Congress. 


withdrawn, and is not now before the House. 
UNITED STATES STEAMER COLUMBINE. 


Mr. HALE also, from the same committee, 
reported adversely on the bill (H. R. No. 994) 
for the relief of the officers and crew of the 
United States steamer Columbine; and the 
same was laid on the table. 


CHARLES H. PENDLETON, ETC. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the same committee, 
reported back the joint resolution (S. R. No. 
96) to place the name of Charles H. Pendleton 
on the Navy Register as lieutenant commander, 
active list, with an amendment. . 

` The joint resolution was read. It directs 
that the name of Charles H. Pendleton, lieu- 


tenant United States Navy, be placed upou the 


Navy Register as lientenant commander, active 
list, from the 12th day of March, 1868, with 
the pay of such rank from the date of his com- 
mission. ; 
The amendment proposed to strike out all 
after the name ‘‘Charles H, Pendleton” and 
to add, ‘‘and Richard P. Leary, lieutenants 
United States Navy, be placed upon the Navy 
Register as lieutenant commanders, active list, 


f the 12th day of August, 1869, with the |; 
ane oe 7 he de t i from the foundation of the Government, as 


pay of such rank from the date of their com- 
missions;’’ so that it will read: 

That the namesof Charles H, Pendleton and Rich- 
ard P. Leary, lieutenants United States Navy, be 
placed upon the Navy Register as lieutenant com- 
manders, active list, from the 12th day of August, 
1869, with the pay of such rank from the date of their 
gomnmissions. X i 
. Mr. KELSEY. If there 
that it be read. , 

Mr. ARCHER. There is no report accom- 
panying this joint resolution. This is a Sen- 
ate resolution containing the name of Lieuten- 
ant Pendleton alone. Mr. Leary stood in 
exactly the same position. They were ordered 
by the Navy Department on board United 
States steamers, and when they returned from 
their cruise were examined, and at their first 


is a report I ask 


I move to strike out all | 


: profession, were passed by the board. 


examination failed only on seamanship with 
regard to their knowledge of sailing vessels. 
They were again examined about nine months 
afterward, and being found periect in seaman- 
ship, as well as in the other branches of their 
They 
are both young men; and this joint resolution 
has only the effect of bringing them from the 


‘ retired list and putting them ou the active list 
i of the Navy. 


Mr. KELSEY. Why, then, does the reso- 
lation put them on the active list in August, 


1869? . 

Mr. ARCHER. Because that was the date 
of their second examination. 

Mr. PAINE. I desire to ask the gentleman 
who reports the joint resolution whether it is 
in effect an attempt by an act of Congress to 
appoint or promote officers of the Navy, and 
if so, whether it should not-rather authorize 


‘ the President to do this? 


Mr. ARCHER. They have been commis- 


J i draw t ‘| sioned, and their commissions were favorably 
report it back with the provision in reference |; 
to the Japanese fund struck out and the appro- `| 


acted upon in the Senate, and await the pas- 
sage of this resolution. 


Mr. PAINE. Would it not be best, then, 


Certainly the Constitution of the 


moting officers. The most we can do is to 
authorize the President, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to do so, if this is 
actually a case of appointment and promotion. 


| If this is not the case I have no objection to 


the resolution. But if this is an attempt by 
act of Congress to promote or appoint officers 
without the appointment of the President, by 
and with the advice of the Senate, then I say 


i such action by Congress would be unconstitu- 


tional. 
Mr. ARCHER. This is not an attempt to 
do what is suggested by the gentleman from 


The resolution only 


! makes a change in the position of the officers 


i right to do that by act of Congress. 


| onthe Navy list. It doesnot even change their 
, designation, but simply transfers them from the 
| retired to the active list, 


Mr. PAINE. Ido not see how we have a 
We can 
authorize the President to do it, but we cannot 
do it ourselves. f 

Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin will allow me to call his attention to 
the fact that these gentlemen are officers of 
the Navy, and this is merely a transfer from 
from onè grade to the other, and not an ori- 
ginal appointment. 

Mr. PAINE. Then there is the same diffi- 
culty in the way of the transfer from one grade 
to another by promotion which exists in the 
case of the original appointment. Congress 
has no more right to appoint or promote offi- 
cers of the Navy than civil officers or officers 
of the Army. If that is all there is of this case 
we have no right to pass this bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. This joint resolution fol- 
lows the course of the precedents, I think, 


the gentleman will find. It certainly follows 
the course which has been adopted since I 
have been a member of the committee, and I 
never heard the constitutional question raised 


before. 

Mr. ARCHER. I call the previous ques- 
tion. i ` 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the oper- 
ation thereof the joint resolution was passed. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ARCHER. I move to amend the title 
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of the joint resolution, so as to include the 
name of Richard P. Leary. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
CHARLES H. WHITNEY. 
Mr. ARCHER, from the same committee, 


of Charles H. Whitney, contractor of the iron- - 


clad monitor Keokuk; which was read a first | pay a little attention to thejoint resolution now 


and second time. 


The bill was read. It appropriates, out of 


any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- ` 


ropriated, $50,000 to be paid to Charles H. 
Whitney in full for his claim against the Gov- 


ernment for the enlargement of the iron-clad _ 


Keokuk. 


Mr. RANDALL. I raise the point of order » 


that that bill makesan appropriation, and must 
have its first consideration in Committee of the 


Whole. 


withdraw the point of order until he hears the- 


report read. 


Mr. RANDALL. I would waive it to hear | 


the report, but the Chair has ruled that T can- 
not do that. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 


to reserve the point of order until the facts are 


read, 

Mr. RANDALL. I understood the Speaker 
once to say that I could not object condition- 
ally. . 


in gold coin for payment to the Government 
of Great Britainand Ireland of the sum by the 
said award determined to be due on the 10th 
of September next. 

Mr. DAWES. Iyield for a few minutes to 


u ittee from Ohio, 
Saed a I I No a001 or herdit Tp a EE E 


[Mr. Lawrence. ] : 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I hope the House will 


. reported for action. It proposes to pay a very 


| large sum, under the award of a commission, 
_ to a British company. ) 
' to the joint resolution now before this House, | 


I have two objections 


‘ two objections to the payment of thissum. In ~ 
the first place, it is unnecessarily and unjustly ` 


. large. 


n the second place, it is a British 


' claim, and I am opposed to the payment of 


this or any other British claim until there shall 


. have been made some provision for the liquid- 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair so repeats, but . 
'. such investigation came from Governor Ogdon, then 
the chief factor or head of the Hudson Bay Company . 


this is a very different point. 

The report was read. 

Mr. RANDALL. [insist on the point of 
order. This bill is the forerunner of claims 
amounting to hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
When it goes to Committee of the Whole it 
can be discussed, which it cannot be here. 


' get at some valuation beforea proposition was mad 


Great Britain. 

Upon the first point, that this award is unjustly 
large, outrageously so, I ask the Clerk to read 
a letter, which I hold in my hand, from a late 
superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Wasuineton, January 10, 1870. 


| 
! 


‘ ation of our claims against Great Britain and , 


Mr. ARCHER. I hope the gentleman will ' the payment of the claims of our citizens against . 


Deak Sir: As requested, I give you such inform- | 
; ation as I have in regard to my investigation, some 
| eighteen years since, of the value of the possessory 


rights of the Puget Sound Agricultural Company in 
Oregon while I was acting assuperintendent of Indian 
affairs in that country. The request forme to make 


in Oregon. ‘The reasons for asking this of me was to 


: to the United States to buy out that company’s pos- 
'" sessory rights. 


The SPEAKER. The point of order is well ; 


taken, and the bill is referred to the Committee | 


of the Whole House. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. ARCHER. How much of the morning | 


hour remains? 

The SPEAKER. Two minutes. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. The Committee on Naval 
Affairs have other business to report, but it is 
hardly worth while for them to do it now. I 
suppose there will be no objection to their 
waiving these two minutes. 

Mr. ORTH. Iam willing to assent te that 
in behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
which is the next committee to be called. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Naval 
Affairs will be entitled to another hour. 


HUDSON BAY COMPANY, ETO. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Appropriations, reported a 
joint resolution (H. R. N 
appropriation to pay the Government of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in accordance with the 
award of the commissioners appointed under 
the treaty of July I, 1863, to settle the claims 
of the Hudson Bay Company and the Puget 
Sound Agricultural Company; which was read 
a first and second time. am 

The question was upon ordering the joint 
resolution to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

The preamble to the joint resolution recites 
that by the award made on the 10th of Sep- 
tember, 1869, by the commissioners under the 
treaty of July 1, 1863, between her Britannic 
Majesty and the United States of America, it 


was determined that, in full satisfaction of all | 


the possessory rights and claims ofthe Hudson 
Bay Company and of the Puget Sound Agri- 


cultural Company, there shall be paid by the | 


Government of the United States to the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain and Ireland $650,000 
in gold coin, in two annual installments, the 


first to be paid within twelve months after, and ! 
the second within twenty-four months after the | 


date of the said award. 
The joint resolution appropriates $325,000 


o. 286) making an | 


‘There was at that timeno complaint that the rights : 


of that company had been trespassed upon, although | 
| it was claimed that the Indians had killed theircat- : 
tle running wild in the woods, I first sent an Indian | 
agent to examinethe lands and the improvements of ' 
thatcompany. Isent forthe Indian chiefsofthat part ; 


of the country where the cattle were said 
been killed by the Indians. The chiefs 
said there never had been anycattle kill 
or-their bands not belonging to themsel ves. 

The lands claimed by the Puget sound company 


were said to be of but little value on account of their | 


dry nature, being so gravelly that but little could 
be raised on them, nowing that Governor Ogdon 
thought thatthe company should be paid as much as 
$50,000, I put what I thought was a bigh valuation 
upon the company’s lands and other property, and 
added largely for cattle lost in the woods, and fixed 
the gross amount at $20,000, being the same amount 
I had reported as a full compensation for losses 
claimed by the Home Missionary Society of Boston 
on account of damages sustained by them near Walla 
Waila, ut the Whitman mission, in 1848. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, . _ ANSON DART, 

Late Superintendent Indian Affaire in Oregon. 

Hon. WILLIAM LAWRENCE, M. C. 


“Mr. LAWRENCE. It will be seen from this 


to have | 
one andall, ;! 
ed by them |; 


letter: that- the just claim of the Puget sound | 


company probably does. not: exceed $20,000.. 


By the award which has been made, and by the 
joint: resolution which we are now asked to 
pass, a vast sum is to be'appropriated in excess 
of any just demand of that company.. In my 
judgment this is a sufficient reason for oppos- 
ing the passage of this joint resolution. “But 
Task the House to go a little further, and con- 
sider the question whether we will pay British 
subjects for claims which they are making upon 
our Government while our citizens have claims 
vastly greater upon the British Government 
unsatisfied. Those claims of our citizens ought 
to be adjusted before we make compensation 
to British citizens for their claims. I merely 
present these two points for the consideration 
of the House. .They seem to me to require no 
argument; at all events, I do not propose to 
argue them now. Bat, for one, I will vote for 
the payment of no British claim until England 
shali have made some arrangement for paying 
our own citizens their enormous claims against 
that Gevernment. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would suggest to 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations [Mr. Dawes] that this joint resolution 
be ‘printed, and come up for consideration at 
some future time. 


Mr. DAWES. It will not take ten min- 
utes to decide whether the House will pass or 
will reject this joint resolution. If gentlemen 
will listen to me for a few minutes—I do not 
desire to say much on the question—I will then 
submit the question to the judgment of the 
House. In 1863 we entered into a treaty with 
Great Britain by which we agreed to submit 
to a commission for arbitration the claims of 
the Puget Sound Agricultural Company and 
Hudson Bay Company. We have submitted 
those claims to arbitration, and the commis- 
sion has rendered its judgment. The gentle- 


‘ man from Ohio [Mr. LawREnce] has had read 


here a letter from a highly respectable citizen, 


'! I have no doubt, who thinks the award of the 


. commission was too high. That may be so, but 
‘itis an award, after all, made under a treaty 


| stipulation. 


We are bound to pay it, whether 
it should have been $20,000 or $400,000, for 
we agreed to pay what that commission should 
gay we were obliged to pay. So much for the 
first point made by the gentleman. 

Mr. PETERS. Has any suggestion been 
made of fraud in obtaining this award? 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not know of any. I did 
not hear any in the letter which has just been 
read at the Clerk’s desk. There is only a 
difference of opinion between the gentleman 


' who. wrote that letter and the commission who 


: made the award. 


The second objection made 
by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] 
is still more strange. He says that he does 
not propose to vote for fulfilling the treaty 


; stipulations of this Government because, in his 
al 


opinion, the kingdom of Great Britain does not 


' perform its duties. 


Mr. LAWRENCE. Does not the gentle- 
man agree to the trath of that proposition? 
Mr. DAWES. I do not subscribe to any 
such standard of morals as that. I hold that 
we are bound to perform our treaty stipula- 
tions and to pay our honest’ debts, and then 
appeal to the Judgment of mankind against the 
other nations of the earth that they shall do 
likewise. I do not hold that I am absolved 
from my obligations merely because somebody 
else does not choose to perform his obligations, 
Any such rule of conduct as that would be a 
disgrace to any civilized nation. I will now 
only call attention to a communication from 
the Secretary of State to the Secretary of the 
Treasury on this subject.. i 
The communication was as follows: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON, March 27, 1870. | 


Stn: By the treaty entered into on the Ist day of 
July, 1863, between the United States and her Brit- 
annic Majesty for the final settlement of the claims 
of the Hudson Bay and Puget Sound Agricultural 
Companies, it was stipulated that the sums which 
might be awarded by the commissioners.under the 
treaty should be paid by the one Government to the 
other in two annual installments; the first to be paid 
within twelve months and the second within twenty- 
four months after the date of the award. _ 

The commissioners appointed under the treaty, by 
their award, dated September 10, 1869, detormiaed 
that there should be paid in gold coin by the United 
States the sum of $450,000 to the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, and $200,000 to the Puget Sound Agricultural 

mpan 


y. 

I beg to call the attention of the Treasury Depart- 
ment to the fact that the first installment of these 
awards will become payable, under the terms of tho 
convention, on the 10th day of September next. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


HAMILTON FISH. 
Hon. Groras S. Boutwk Lt, 


Secretary of the Treasury. ` 


_ Mr. DAWES. I now call the previous ques- 
tion. . 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. : 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider tho vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; an 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. | 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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PARAGUAY. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
referred under the law to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, That five hundred extra copies of the 
reportand testimony of the Committee on Foreign 


Affairs on the Paraguayan investigation be printed 
for the use of the House. 


ORDERING AN EVENING SESSION. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I rise for the purpose of 


moving that the House resolve itself into the ` 


Comwittee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union upon the special order ; but before sub- ` 


mitting that motion I move that the Committee 
of the Whole be directed to take a recess at 
half past. four o'clock till half past seven. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, I desire that the House . 
may have an opportunity to decide whether it | 


will proceed to business on the Speaker’s table 


for one hour, especially as it is the intention . 


to have an evening session. 
than one hundred bills on the table. 
The SPEAKER. 
Committee of the Whole will take precedence. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I so understand; but 
I hope the House will vote it down. 
The SPEAKER, Should the House nega- 
tive the motion to go into the Committee of 


There are more . 


The motion. to go into | 


the Whole, the Chair will recognize the gentle- ` 


man from Illinois [ Mr. INGERSOLL] tomakethe : 


motion to go to business on the Speaker’ s table. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I wish | 
i; motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


to ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means whether he thinks it well to bring 
us here to-night? We have had a session almost 
every night recently. I find that a great many 


ji 


gentlemen who vote for night sessions do not ` 


attend them. 


I shall vote against a night ses- . 


sion, but shall probably attend. I object to ' 
making men work here not only all day, but , 


also all night, at the expense of their health. | 


Mr. SCHENCK. very gentleman will 
judge of that matter for himself. 
ply to say that inasmuch as the House has given 
itself a holiday to-morrow, members will doubt- 
less enjoy their excursion very much more if 


they carry with them the consciousness of hav- | 


ing worked hard for the public up to the last 
hour, and thus done their duty to their con- 
stituents. I want every member when he goes 
upon the excursion to-morrow to carry with him 
that consciousness. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is avery good moral 
reflection. I hope the House will acknowledge 
its force, g ; ; 

The SPEAKER. Before putting the ques- 
tion on.the motion of the gentleman. from 
Ohio [Mr. Scaexcx] the Chair will, with the 
consent of the House, dispose of several 
requests for withdrawal papers, leave of. ab- 
sence, &c. > 8 
MELISSA RANKIN. 


On motion of Mr. COBURN, by unanimous 
consent, the Committee of Claims was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 


bill (H. R. No. 1966): for the relief of Melissa | 


Rankin, mother of O. 8. Rankin, late first 


lieutenant tenth Indiana volunteers, and the | 


same was referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. - 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. CESSNA, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to withdraw from the files of the 
House, for reference to the Commissioner of 
Pensions, papers in the case of Jacob Baugh- 
man, asking for a pension. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. HAMBLETON and Mr. STONE, by. 


unanimous consent, obtained leave of absence 
for one week from next Monday. 
TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. VaN AUKEN, asks leave of ab- 
sence till Thursday next. 
_Mr. SCOFIELD. What is the reason as- 
signed? 
TheSPEAKER. Noreason has been stated 
tothe Chair, _ re 


- Mr. SCOFIELD. Is unanimous consent 
necessary to grant leave? 
The SPEAKER. Itis. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. Ido not want to object 
to granting a week’s leave of absence to my 
| colleague, [Mr. Van Auxe, ] or anybody else ; 
: but I believe that I shall hereafter object to 
, granting such leave in any case unless the 
member assign some good reason for absence— 
. sickness orsomething of thatkind. Some mem- 
bers have obtained indefinite leave of absence, 
and have been absent from the House an indefi- 


i 


| 
| 
| 
‘i 


nite length of time attending to their private `: 


business. I think there ought to be some check 
upon this practice. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to make 
a statement in reply to inquiries which have 
been made by several gentlemen. 
bers are under the impression that a leave of 
absence exempts them from the operation of 
the law which provides for a forfeiture of pay 
during absence. It has been decided over and 
over again that a leave of absence does not 
affect at all the operation of that law. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 


Some mem- | 


than by going at once into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union and 
taking up the tariff bill. 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is 
on the motion of the gentleman trom Ohio 
[Mr. Scnenck] that the House resolve itself 


‘into the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
voted down. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
78, noes 28. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I eall for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SCHENCK and 
Mr. INGERSOLL were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 111, noes 7. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


TARIFF. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


I hope that will be 


, Union, (Mr. Waerter in the chair,) and re- 


I will unite with the gen- | 


tleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. ScorreLp] in | 


objecting hereafter to leave of absence in every 
case unless a good reason is given for asking 
leave.. 


-Mr. COVODE. And then stop the pay. 
| ORDERING AN EVENING SESSION. 


| SCHENCK, ] that the Committee of the Whole 
on the special order be directed to take a 


, recess at half past four o’clock p. m. till half ; 


past seven. ; 
` On the motion there were—ayes 54, noes 67. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I call forthe yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


67; as follows: 


| _YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arnell, 


i: Asper, Atwood, 
| George M. 
! Roderick R. Butler, Cessna, Churchill,Sidney Clarke, 
: Amasa 


| Kellogg, Kelscy, K 


i: nard, McCarthy, McCrary, McGrew, McKee, Elia- 


t 
| 
! yer, Schenck, Scofield, 
| Porter Sheldon, 
$ 


Beatty, Benjamin, Blair, Boyd, 
Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, 


Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Covode, 
Dawes, Degener, Dickey, Donley, Duval, 
worth, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Garfield. Hale, 


Cowles, 


The question was taken; and it was decided 
i in the atirmative—yeas 88, nays 73, not voting 
I havesim- | 


Farns- | 


i 


i| 


sumed the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend exist- 
ing laws relating to the duty on imports, and 
for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 
pending paragraph. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On flour or meal of oats, 1 cent per pound; of wheat, 


i!l rye, corn, or buckwheat, one half cent per pound. 


The SPEAKER. The question is uponthe | 


The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 


‘is on the amendment of the gentleman from 


: Ohio, [Mr. Souenck, ] to strike out ia line four 
‘hundred and eighty-eight ‘‘half,’’ so it will 


read ‘t 1 cent.” 


Mr. CHURCHILL. Mr. Chairman, I rise 


` to oppose the amendment, not because I desire 


to lessen at all any proper protection afforded 
by this bill to the agricultural interests of the 
country, but because the rate fixed as it would 
be by the amendment of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means would be ex- 
cessive. The chairman at the close of his 
remarks last evening referred to a memorial 


` which came from the Board of Trade of the 
i city of Oswego, and said he supposed they 


Hawley, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Hoge, Ingersoll, Kelley, : 


etcham, Lawrence, Lynch, May- 
i kim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, 
; Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, O’Neill, Packer, Peck, 
Perce, Peters, Poland, Roots, Sanford, Sargent, Saw- 
John A. Smith, 
wan, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, Van Wyck, Cad- 
waladerC. Washburn, Wheeler, Whitmore, Willard, 
Williams, and John T. Wilson—88. 
| _NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Axtell, Barry, Beaman, 
| Beck, Bennett, Biggs, James Brooks, Buckley, Burr, 
| Benjamin F. Butler, Calkin, William T. Clark, Cleve- 
land, Conner, Davis, Dickinson, Dixon, Dox, Dyer, 
Eldridge, Fisher, Getz, Gibson, Gilfillan, Griswold, 
Haight, Hambleton, Harris, Hawkins, Hays, Judd, 
Laflin, Lash, Lewis, ] 
| McKenzie, McNeely, Morphis, 
: Orth, Packard, Paine, Potter, Randall, Reeves, 
! Rice, Rogers, Schumaker, Sherrod, Shober, Slocum, 


Stevens, Stiles, Stokes, Stone, 
Taffe, Taylor, Van Auken, 
Wilkinson, Eugene M. Wilson, Wood, and Wood- 


ward—73. 
| _ NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Ayer, 
Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Benton, Bingham, Bird, 
| Boles, Booker, Bowen, Buck, Cake, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Cook, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Dockery, Els, Fitch, 
Fox, Haldeman, Hamill, Hamilton, Hay, ‘Heaton, 
Holman, Hooper. Hotchkiss, Jenekes, Johnson, 
Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Julian, Kerr, 
Knapp, Knott, Marshall, McCormick, Mercur, 
Milnes, Morgan, Samuel P. Morrill, Mungen, Neg- 
ley, Paimer, Phelps, Piatt, Pomeroy, Porter, Prosser, 


So the motion for a recess was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope gentlemen will 
not object now, as we have ordered an evén- 
ing session, to our going to the business upon 
the Speaker’s table,. and devoting an hour or 
two ta its consideration. We will promote 
the public business much more by doing se 


Logan, Loughridge, Mayham, |; 
Morrissey, Niblaek, ` 


| Joseph S. Smith, William J. Smith, William Smyth, ; 
Swann, Sweeney, | 
Van Trump, Voorhees, ; 


Ridgway, Starkweather, Stevenson, Strader, Trim- | 


ble, Upson, Van Horn, Ward, William B. Wash- 
burn, Welker, Wells, Winans, Winchester, and | 
Witcher—é7. 


Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, ; 
orthington C. |. 
Smith, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Tanner, Till- || 


were a.commercial body, and therefore anxious 
for low duties.: That memorial is as follows: 


To Hon. Rossrt C. Scuxencx, Chairman of the Com- 

mittee of Ways and Means, Washington, D. O.: 

The Board of Trade of the city of Oswego, New 
York, believing that many changes might be made 
in the existing tariff whereby the revenue of the 
country might be increased and no detriment ensue 
to any of the great industrial interests of the nation, 
but, on the contrary, be of vast benefit to the same, 
have through a special committee examined into the 
working of the duties now levied and collected on 
wheat and ryc, and beg leave to suggest a reduction 
of 10 cents duty per bushel on the former, and 5 cents 


-per bushel on the latter named grains, and for the 
following reasons: 


1. The present high rate of duties is nearly or quito 
prohibitory. Since the abrogation of the reciprocity 
treaty the receipts from those sources at this port, 
where the great bulk of these grains are imported, 
has steadily but rapidly declined, as will be seen by 


. Official records in the eustom-house. The total duties 


three years are as follows: — 


: coHected on wheat ior the season of 1867 were$106,879 ; 


1868, $86,430; 1869, $50,976. The duties for the year 
1869 would have been still more largely diminished 
had it not been that during tho winter of 1868-69 the 
scarcity of white wheat made large importations a 
necessity. Since that time the price of wheats has 
largely declined, so that at the present, time the low 
price ruling almost entirely prohibits importations, 

2. As a consequence resulting from the non-im- 

ortation of these grains our carrying trade sy fiers, 
It is true that they may be imported and transported 
in bond to New York or other exporting ports, but 
having entirely lost the benefits of our markets, for 
the reasons above assigned, they seek the markets 


: of Montreal and Quebec, as will appear by the trade 


reports of those cities, the receipts and shipments 
of wheat at those points having as largely increased 
as those of our poris have decreased. In the item 
of wheat alone the receipts at Montreal during the 
past season has increased several million bushels, 
The receipts of wheat xt Montreal for the past 


ee Bushels. 


jab 


3. As the English and continental markets, and 
not our own, govern and control the prise of these 
grains, no détriment can ensue to our farming inter- 
ests waro the ‘whole instead of apart of the duty 
abrogated. These grainanow seok the English mar- 
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kets wholly through foreign waters and in English | 


bottoms, and thero come in competition with our own 
produets exported from New York and other United 
States ports, 


Being favorably situated at this point, where the | 


great buik of the importations of these grains are `; 
made, we have no hesitation in saying that were the ` 
duties on them reduced as above suggested avery : 


large addition to the revenue woul 
while, al the same time our canals and railroads 
would have the benefit arising from their transport- 
ation. 


be realized, | 


We would therefore respectfully but carn- | 


estly urgo upon your committee the necessity of ` 
establishing in the present bill the duty on wheat — 


and rye at 10 cents per bushel. 
The Board of Trade of the city of Oswego is 


composed of gentlemen who represent, I ven- » 
ture to say, a larger manufacture of flour and :: 


consumption of Indian corn than the entire 
district of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Scuenck.] ‘There is no district in the United 
States the production .of flour in which ex- 
ceeds that in the district of the gentlemen who 
compose the Board of Trade of the city of 
Oswego. 


But as regards this amendment it | 


does not afford and cannot afford any protec- | 


tion whatever to the agricultural interests of 
the country, for the simple reason that the 


amount of corn meal we import is entirely in- | 


significant. 


We imported into this country | 


during the year 1867 from Canada, which is : 
the only country from which we import any | 


corn meal, $80 worth. That was the entire 
‘importation of the year. In 1868 we imported 
$97 worth. 


leas than $700 worth during these three years. 


In the year 1869 the importation | 
was $519 worth. In other words, we imported |: 


Mr. ALLISON. May Lask the gentleman : 


a question? 

Mr. CHURCHILL. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like to know how 
much we exported to Canada during these 
years, in order to see whether the people in 
Canada, by retaliation, might not injure our 

roducers. 

Mr. CHURCHILL. I have the figures 
before me and will state them. In the year 

1867 the Canadians purchased from our farm- 
ers 2,228,590 bushels of corn, 2,034,710 bushels 
in 1868, and 2,168,144 bushels in the year 1869, 
And during the same time, in addition to this 
corn, they also purchased from us 109,387 bar- 
rels of corn meal in 1867, 154,923 barrels in 

-1868, and 126,218 barrels in 1869. 


Therefore, if for the purpose of protecting | 
ourselves against thisenormous importation of | 


$700 worth of corn meal in three years we put 


up the duty toa rate which will be certainly | 
40 per cent. on the cost iù Canada, we thereby | 


simply invite the Canadians to place retalia- 
tory duties upon the very large quantity of 
corn and corn meal which they purchase from 
us. I desire to submit, as a part of my re- 
marks, a table which shows that in the matter 
of breadstuffs the Canadians are the very best 
customers of the farmers of the United States; 
that while we purchase from them considerable 
quantities of wheat and barley they purchase 
from us every year avery considerably greater 
quantity than we do from them. They have 
heretofore, notwithstanding the duties, the 
somewhat heavy duties, which we have im- 
posed on their agricultural products, permitted 
until the present year our agricultural products 
to enter their territory entirely free of daty. 
This year, it is true, they have imposed a small 
duty upon our grains and flour. But instead 
of placing a duty of $2 a barrel upon flour, 
which will be the rate as the tariff is now 
amended, or proposed to be amended by the 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, they put only 25 cents a barrel upon | 
wheat and rye flour, and 15 centsa barrel upon | 


all other meals of grain, and upon the grain 


itself they place a duty of only 4 cents on wheat, | 
and 3 cents on all other grains. This is but ' 


a very small proportion of the duty which we 
charge upon their agricultural products. My 
objection, then, to the amendment is that it 
imposes an excessive tariff by putting on corn 
meal and rye flour, which cost no more than 
$2 per barrel hr the Canadinn- markets; a duty 


i; 
i 
i 
f 
i 


| 


I 


of 1 cent per pound. The table I submit is as 


follows : 
Statement exhibiting the imports and exporta of grain 
and breadsiuffs to and from Canada and British 


North American possesminna during the fiscal years 
ended June 30, 1864, to 1869, inclusive. 
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Mr.SCHENCK. Beforethegentleman from 
New York [Mr. CHURCHILL] closes there isa 
point to which I desire to eall his attention, [ 
wish to know whether he can explain to ug 
how much of these articles which we export to 
the British provinces goes to the Canadas; 
whether it does not go to what are called the 
maritime provinces, which cannot retaliate— 
' Prince Edward’s Island, Nova Scotia, New 
' Brunswick, and Newfoundland? 

Mr. CHURCHILL. In reply to the gentle- 
: man | will say that a considerable proportion 


of what we send to Canada unquestionably 


: goes to the eastern provinces. Corn and 
: wheat are very largely produced in Upper and 
. Lower Canada, but the wheat which they pro- 
` duce isalmostentirely of the high-priced kinds, 
' which they cannot afford to use themselves, 


and they export it, selling it either in their 


own markets or in England, and then purchase 


‘| for their own consumption the cheap wheat of 


our western States. 


And the same is true of 


: corn. But with regard to these eastern prov- 


_. inces the only question is as to whether we by 


` our policy will compel them to put such duties 


‘upon their grains as will lead to their being 
"i taken by the St. Lawrence river to the eastern 
‘; provinces, driving us out of that market and 
:; supplying the market with their own produc- 


; tions. 
Mr. CONGER. I move to amend the amend- 


ment by striking out the last word. I suppose 


ii the eastern provinces. 


| 


no one at all familiar with this subject has any 
uestion that the Canadians raise far more of 

_ these products than they consume. They pur- 
‘chase these products to ship, by the way of 
: Montreal and the St. Lawrence, to Europe and 
It is also true that in 
; respect to every article which they cannot thus 
; use for their own exportation, in regard to 
i every article which they receive from the Uni- 
i ted States which comes at all in competition 
! with their own productions, their tariff is ex- 
cessive and amounts almost to prohibition ; 
; whether it be for retaliation or for what pur- 
ose is immaterial. In regard to all our manu- 
‘actures—shoes, boots, wagons, and everything 
that we produce that comes in competition 
with Canadian labor—their tariff is almost pro- 
hibitory. But in regard to those articles which 
they may purchase and ship to Europe, or are 
in the eastern provinces, their duties are light, 
for their own advantage merely. If these duties 
were removed these things would be brought 
across all along the boraer. Large quantities 
i of oat meal are brought into the United States, 
. and have been for years past. Until within a 
few years our own millers have not been in 
the habit of grinding and preparing oat meal, 
and it was shipped across the border. I have 
seen car-load after car-load shipped to Cincin- 
` nati, St. Louis, Chicago, Milwaukee, and to 
' the South generally, through the port where I 
‘live. The duty may be higher upon corn meal 


|| than is necessary, but in regard to the other 


: articles the daties are not at all too high. 
The question was taken on Mr. ScHENckK’s 
. amendment, and there were—ayes 51, noes 21; 
| no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CHURCHILL 
and Mr. Concer were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 76, noes 41. 

o the amendment was agreed to. 


|; Mr. SCHENCK. In order to remove arep- 


etition in the language, I ask unanimous con- 
' sent to move to amend the paragraph so that 
‘it will read ‘‘on flour or meal of oats, wheat, 
rye, corn, or buckwheat, 1 cent a pound.”’ 

By unanimous consent the amendment was 
; entertained and agreed to. 

Mr. CHURCHILL. I offer the following 
amendment to come in at the end of the para- 
graph: 

On middlings, shipstuffs, shorts, and flour, or meal 
of grains of any kind ground or mixed for fecd, 20 
per cent. ad valorem. 

These are coarse 
tures of grain, whi 


roducts of the manufac- 
mow; I thinky come in dt 
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10 per cent. ad valorem. The duty should be 
at least 20 per cent. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Iam opposed |! 1 cent per bushel. 


mont, [Mr. Surru,] I will move to amend his 
amendment by increasing the proposed rates 
I am at all times sorry to 


to this increase on the staff of life, in any and || be compelled to go against the Committee of 


every form, for man or beast. 

The question was put on the amendment; 
and no quorum voted. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. CHURCHILL, 
and Mr. Brooxs of New York were appointed. 


The committee divided; and the tellers : 


reported—ayes 67, noes 29. 


r BROOKS, of New York. That is no - 


quorum. Bat I give up on horse feed, and will 


call the yeas and nays on the amendment in | 


the House. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Vermont. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in at the end of 
the paragraph: 

On wheat, 30 cents per bushel: on rye, 20 cents per 
bushel; on barley, 25 cents per bushel; on oats, 15 
sents per bushel. 

The existing duty of 20 cents per bushel on 
wheat is equivalent to an ad valorem of about 
15} per cent. The rate here proposed of 30 
cents per bushel is equivalent to about 23 per 
cent. The proposed rate of duty is about 21 
per cent. on rye, on barley 23 per cent., and 
on oats 24 per cent. ad Now, sir, I 
have moved this amendment in the interest of 
the revenue of the Government. -In 1868 the 


. of gentlemen to the 


importation of wheat into this country, redu: | 


cing the importation of flour to its equivalent 
of wheat, was of the value of $318,938; of bar- 
ley, during the same time the amount was 
$566,547. The proposed increase of daty would, 
with the same amount of importation, largely 
increase the revenue of the Government. But 
farther than that, this increase would be in 


the interest of producers by way of a protec- | 


tion upon their products. As I understood the 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. ALLISON] on yes- 
terday, he was willing to agree to such propo- 
sitions as this as a measure of revenue. 

I find that in 1867 the entire export of wheat 
and other great staples of the kind produced 
in this country was 12,646,941 bushels, while 


Ways and Means; and gentlemen will bear me 
witness that I have made no factious opposition 
to their bill. [Laughter.} But so far as these 


grains are concerned I have always believed, 


and both in and out of committee [ have held 


the opinion, that we onght to give their pro- | 
'. duction an increase of protection, and that we | 
should have an increased revenue therefrom, ` 


both of which we can obtain by adding to the 


duties on grain. Now let mo call the attention | 
resent duty upon these | 
` several grains reduced to an ad valorem stand- | 
The duty upon wheat is 11} per cent.; i; 


ard. 


: market in that respect. 


involving the protective principle I would be 
inclined, as I said yesterday, to go perhaps as 
far as anybody. The gentleman from Vermont 
[Mr. Smiru] has shown that we are a grain- 
exporting, not a grain-importing country; that 
we have constantly a vast surplus of grain to 
sell, and hence should seek to increase our 
Now, can it be said 
that unless we impose a protective duty the 
price of our product will be reduced by permit- 
ting somebody else to come in with a small 
amount to be added to our surplus? Though 


i I am a very strong protectionist I have never 


upon rye, 14} percent.; upon barley, 18} per | 


cent.; upon oats, 11} per cent., and on corn, 
18} per cent. That is, from 11} to 18} per 
cent. is the highest duty that those who have 


the grain grown in this great grain-producing 
country of ours. 

The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Smitu} 
has reference to the importations of grain from 


reasoned in that way. If, for instance, we 
were to put a duty of 20 cents a pound upon 
cotton imported into the United States it would 
be simply a brutum fulmen—nothing more. 
On the same principle, when we are large ex- 


; porters of grain, if we put an import duty upon 


' the article, it is, so far as protection is con- 
: 8 : cerned. utterly futile. 
hitherto made tariffs have ever allowed upon ' 


the neighboring provinces and from abroad. , 
They amount to enough .to give us a very fair 
- amount of revenue, and the gentleman from 


Iowa [Mr. Auuison] says they will not make 
any appreciable difference in the price here. 
If that is so, then the gain will be to the Gov- 
ernment in the matter of revenue, as the gen- 
tleman from Vermont has said. 

During the year 1868, in the returns for which 
the whole amount has been fully carried out— 
the amount has been increased since—we im- 


ported $1,669,738 worth of wheat. Of rye 
we have imported not so much. Of barley the | 
importation amounted to $2,323,000. It thus 


appears that of wheat and barley there have 


Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Is not the gentleman 
aware that last year we imported more barley 
than we exported ? 

Mr. BLAIR. I am quite ready to agree 
with the gentleman in regard to barley. Even 
if the gentleman had not mentioned the matter 
I should have stated before I got through that 
barley is an exception; that as to barley this 


country is not an exporter, but an importer. 


| upon articles which we export. 
; is, as my friend from Iowa [Mr. ALLIson] has 


been and will continue to be large and increas- | 


ing importations. Now, sir, when we are ad- 
justing the tariff for the purpose of raising rev- 
enue, and at the same time giving protection 


|, to the productions of our country, is it too 


the import of wheat during the same time was | 


8,226,944 bushels, the importation being equal 
to one fourth of the entire amount exported. 


in this country is fixed by the foreign markets ; 
that the foreign dealer fixes the price which 
our farmers ard 
cereals, we will see that the proposed change 
in the duty will have a very important influence 
upon our agricultural interests. It is claimed 
by oar manufacturing friends that we ought to 
have a market in our own midst for all the 


wheat and other cereals which can be produced | 


in this country; that by a proper system of 
‘daty on manufactures we would be able to 
‘absorb the entire product of these articles. 


Bat it seems to me that it must be admitted | 
that the priee to the producer of wheat is fixed | 


by the price the article brings in the foreign 
market. It is very apparent that any import- 
ation which we may receive from other coun- 
tries contributes to enhance the supply in this 
country. Now, while I am not an advocate 
of protection as a fundamental principle of the 
Government, I am still prepared to say that if 
it is right, if it is a sound principle atall, there 
is no direction in which it should be carried 
to its fall limit and extent more properly and 
more wisely than in protecting the agricultural 
interests, even to the extent of prohibition. I 
do not think this question of protection is a 
true issue or a pending question. The ques- 
tion of revenue isthe pending question, for the 
simple and obvious reason that the necessities 
of the Government require a revenue which 
will be sufficient for the requirements of the 
Government, and that will give all the protec- 
tion and encouragement that may be required. 

hope the Saendraant I have offered will be 


opted, 
Mr. SCHENCK. As I do not rise to oppose 
‘the amendment of the gentleman from Ver- 


much to ask that the protection shall be ex- 
tended to the products of our own soil? Is the 


; this question is the interest of the revenue. 
' this duty be fixed so high that little importa- 


' percentage proposed too large? We get now |, 
i from 11 to 18 per cent. only; and we ask a 
Now, when we consider that the price of wheat : 


small increase, which will not amount to 25 per 


i| cent. even, upon these products of our own 
J ‘| farms. 
producers receive for these |, 


It is unnecessary to multiply words upon a 


; subject of this kind. I, with the gentleman 


from Vermont, [Mr. Smiru,] submit it as a 
question to the Committee of the Whole whether 
we are to have an equitable adjustment of the 


; tariff so as to include the agricultural inter- 


ests along with those of the manufacturers; 


whether, in making our discriminations, we 


shall do so in such a way as to help the farm- 

ing interest, while at the same time we seek 

the advancement of the revenue. 
TheCHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- 


‘ment is exhausted. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I withdraw the amend- 


ment. 
Mr. BLAIR. I.move to amend so as to 


‘make the duty 20 per cent. ad. valorem. . I 


‘ter-at all. 


wish to say a word or two in the line of the 
remarks which I had occasion to submit yes- 
terday. I mast congratulate the committec 
on having arrived yesterday at.a most satisfac- 
tory protective principle, somewhat in advance 
of me and to my very great surprise. In reply 
to the suggestion which has just been made by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means I wish to say that if he differs from 
the committee I have not been able to per- 
ceive it. I think the other members, excepting 
myself, have run off in a flock after him. - 

Mr. ALLISON. I hepe the gentleman will 
except me. 

Mr. BLAIR. Certainly I except my friend 
from Iowa, [Mr. ALLtsow. ] 

I have been entirely unable to perceive that 
there is any question of protection in this mat- 

tf I recognized this question as 


| 


i For this reason I can understand very well 
| why gentlemen should propose to increase the 
| tariff on barley; but when they undertake to 


increase the duty on corn, which is raised so 
extensively by Iowa and the West generally, 
and to put a duty of a cent a pound upon corn 
meal, I do not understand them at all. I will 
agree to a duty upon anything imported; but 
I cannot understand the reason for this duty 
Such a duty 


suggested, calculated simply to provoke 4 
retaliatory duty; and this it is certainly not 

desirable to do. 
Another important consideration afeching 
rd 


tion can be made along the Canada border the 
result is that our revenue suffers. I think that 
the amount of importation heretofore shows 


i that the duty has been too high. I had never 


heard before from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means that, he wished to 


| change these duties at all until I heard it here. 


Certainly in the committee I understood him 
to be strongly in favor of protecting agricul- 
tural products when we came to hemp and flax 
and castor beans, and everything of that sort. 
We did it in committee for him. I did not 
hear him say that he wished to put an addi- 
tional duty on corn meal or wheat flour, or 
things of that sort. 
i ere the hammer fell. ] 

r. PAINE. Mr, Chairman, 1 can quite 
readily understand the argument of my friend 
from Michigan [Mr. Brar] so far as imported 
corn meal is concerned; but it seems to me 
that he admits the whole case so far as wheat 
and wheat flour are concerned. It is a fact 
that wheat and wheat flour are exported from 
the United States ; but itis also true that wheat 
and wheat flour are imported into the United 
States from Canada, As the gentleman from 
Vermont [Mr. Smrra] has stated, one fourth 
of the entire amount of wheat, and flour ex- 
ported from the United States is imported into 
the United States from Canada... ‘The gentle- 
man from Michigan [Mr., BLAIR.) said yester- 
day that he could see no reason forimposing a 
duty on live animals, because our stock raisers 
were sufficiently protected without a tariff by 
the cost of importation. He seemed to forget 
how easily and cheaply horses raised just over 
‘the Canada line might be brought into the 
United States. He overestimates the eost of 
leading a horse from the north end of the vil- 
lage of Derby-line, which lies in Canada, to 
‘the south end of that village, which lies in Ver- 
mont. He forgets how much advantage Canada 
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has over the West, over his own State, over 
my State, over lowa, and over Minnesota, 80 
far as the cost of transportation of wheat is 
concerned. He forgets that Canada lies just 
across the lakes from Oswego, that the wheat- 
owim of the West must transport their pro- 
ucts fifteen hundred miles before they get as 
near to the eastern market as Canada wheat is 
when it commences the voyage. 
Mr. ALLISON. Does ìt not cost the pro- 
ducer in Iowa or Wisconsin more in the expense 


of transportation to market than is covered by | 


these rates of duty? 
Mr. PAINE. I have no doubt it does. 


Therefore, Mr. Chairman, } am. in favor, not ; 
only of such a regulation of the tariff that our | 
wheat shall not when it reaches Oswego, bur- ' 


dened with this heavy cost of transportation, 


encounter the competition of free Canadian | 


wheat, but also of such protection of American 
industry as shall secure us a market nearer to 


our own grain fields than we now have, either ` 


in Europe or in the eastern States. Icer- 


tainly am in favor of giving all the protection . 


to the agricultural industry of the country which 
we give to our manufacturing interest. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, one word further. 
believe in the protection of American industry 
in allita branches. Iam in favor of protecting 
the mechanical as well as agricultural indus- 
tries of the country. Iam not one of those 
who oppose these interests, either here or else- 
where. 
in such a way as to protect the manufactures 
of the country as well as the agricultural indus- 
try of the country. Of course I would not 
raise money to throw it into the sea. But 
granting what always must be true, that the 
Government must raise revenue for its main- 
tenance, I am willing so to raise it as to en- 
courage and foster American industry. And 
while I say this I am frank to admit that I am 
not quite certain my views on this subject are 
the views of a majority of my constituents. 
am not quite sure that if these had been the 


main issues of the canvass in which I was | 


elected to the seat I hold I should: have been 
selected to represent that constituency in this 
‘House. For this reason, sir, which applies, I 
presume, no more to myself than to many other 
members of the House, I very much doubt 
whether I have a right at this time to under- 
take a general readjustment of the tariff. 

. [Here the hammer fell. ] 

MESSAGE FROM THB SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and the | 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must call | 
was received from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, | 


Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 


one of its clerks, notifying the House that that 
body had agreed to a concurrent resolution of 
the House for printing two thousand copies of 
the report on the Paris exhibition, with an 
amendment, in which the concurrence of the 
House was requested. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed a bill (H. R. No. 987) to 
reduce the number of officers in the Army of 
the United States, and for other purposes, with 
an amendment, in which the concurrence of 
the House was requested. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 888) to aid 
the Junction and Breakwater Railroad Com- 
pany, in the State of Delaware, to construct 


in connection with said road, a pier in the | 


Delaware bay, at or near Lewes, in Sussex 

county, State of Delaware, in which the con- 

currence of the House was requested. : 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
-and found tryly enrolled, bills of the follow- 
ing titles; when the Speaker signed the same, 
namely : asi on 
A bill (S. No. 546) for the relief of the minor 
children of Sylvester Dreyer ; 
A bill (S. No. 759) granting a pension to 
Jolin C. Abercrombie; and 


I: 


1 believe in raising necessary revenue | 


An act (S. No. 865) increasing the pension 
| of John Coonan. 
| 


TARIFF. 


The Committee of the Whole then resumed 

| its session. 

| The amendment to the amendment was with- 

i drawn, 

| Mr. PAINE. I renew it. 

i purpose of saying a few words more. I think 

i we ought to make haste to reduce the internal 

' taxes heavily, and some changes should be 

: made in the tariff; but I am opposed to a gen- 
eral readjustment of the tariff now for two 


elected upon the tariff issue. It was chosen 
| upon the issues of reconstruction. Very few, 
` if any, members of this House were elected 
`: upon any other issues than those affecting the 
| reconstruction of the States lately in rebellion. 
No one can doubt that it will be a great calam- 


general rearrangement ot the tariff every year 
or every two years, or every three years. i 


: will be so wisely and successfully made that | 


less than ten years. 
House was not elected with any reference to 


the questions involved in this legislation, I think |! 
it has no moral right to frame a general tariff | 


law to last years; and I am sure that no gen- 
eral tariff law that is not to remain in force ten 
years ought to be enacted at all. 

1 am opposed to it for another reason. Even 
if this House had been chosen on the tariff 
issue, it certainly does notnow fairly represent 


upon which this House was chosen was fixed 
by the enumeration of 1860. 
years have elapsed, and they have been more 
eventful than any other ten years in the history 
of this Republic have been or will be. 


i 


i| existence. Besides that the black race has been 
emancipated. And this House, therefore, does 
“not, cannot fairly represent the views of the peo- 
ple of the United States upon this question. So 
that although we may have the constitutional 
power, in my judgment we shall not have the 
| moral right to make a general revision of the 
tariff until there shall have been another election 
i! upon the basis of the census about to be taken. 
‘| “Mr. MOORE, of Ilinois. I rise to a point 
| of order. I desire to ask the Chairman if gen- 
| eral debate on the tariff bill is now in order? 


‘the attention of the gentleman from Wisconsin 
li to the propriety of his confining his remarks to 
ii the pending paragraph. 
Mr. PAINE. If there is any objection, I 
will not proceed with my remarks. l 
Mr. SCHENCK. The discussion on this 
| paragraph has run into general debate, and I 
ope the House will now close it. = 
_ Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Is this ques 
tion divisible ? , 
The CHAIRMAN. It is. 
Mr. STEVENSON, I desire to ask the 
chairman of the committee one question before 
| the debate is closed, 


remarks on this question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Doesthegentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Scoenck] move to close debate? 

Mr, SCHENCK. I move that all debate on 
the pending paragraph and amendments cease 
in ten minutes. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PAINE. I withdraw the amendment to 
the amendment. .. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I renew it. Mr. Chair- 
man, this is a question not of protection, but of 
‘yevenue; no more protection is afforded to the 
farmer by the amendment, so far as wheat and 
flour are concerned, than now exists. Bat the 
amendment will have the effect of raising the 
duty from 20 -per cent. to 80 per cent. ad 


i 


its operation will extend over a period of not | 
Believing, then, that this | 


the political power ofthis Republic. The basis 
Since then ten | 
During | 


1 |; that time the population of this country has 
i shifted more than in any other decade of its |! 


I do so for the | 


ity to the American people if there isto be a |: 


trust that the next adjustment of our tariff | 


valorem, and is objectionable, because the 
increase of duty may prevent the importation 
of those articles. ‘Fhe only reason why the 
wheat grown across the line in Canada comes 
into this country is because it is cheaper to 
send it through our canals to the sea-board, 
and by that route export it abroad, thau to send 
it by the St. Lawrence route. But already 
wheat has been exported directly in vesseis 
going trom Chicago through the Welland cana} 


| and down the St. Lawrence to the ports of 


: Europe ; and if you increase the tariff so that 
` the increased duty exceeds the increased cost 


reasons. In the first place, this House was not | 


of transportation by that route, you will shut 
out the wheat that passes through our canals 


- to the sen-board ; you will cut off at once al} 


| year. 


Mr, BURCHARD, I desired to make some | 


| 


importation and all revenue from that source. 

So far as the question of protection enters 
into this matter, there has been a statement 
made which I desire to correct. ‘Ihe import- 
ations of wheat into this country for the year 
1869, from Ist January to dist December, 
as shown by the Treasury reports, were ouly 


i; 688,715 bushels, and the exports were over 
,84,000,000 bushels. 


The statement made that 
one fourth as much is imported as exported 
is altogether incorrect, and is based upon old 
figures of some years ago, 1866 or 1867, instead 
of taking the importations and exportations of 
1868 and 1869. The exports have been in- 
creasing and are now increasing from year to 
This isa mere matter of revenue. It 
is no protection, because as stated by the gen- 
tleman from Michigan [Mr. Buair] and others 


ii upon this floor on both sides of the question 


of protection or non-protection, the price is 
governed by the price where the demand is 
greatest, and that is on the continent of Iu- 
rope and in England. Hence { say that we 
should look at this as a question of revenue 
and as a question of revenue we had better 
leave the tariff where it is at the present time 
than raise it and cat off importations.. On the 
question of barley I admit that it may affect it 
because we do import-a far greater amount of 
barley than we export; but of wheat and flour 
and.corn we export much more than we import. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CHURCHILL. Mr. Chairman, it is 
admitted by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 
Suir] that the price of grain in this country, 
and particularly of wheat and corn, ia fixed by 
the price in Europe, ta which our surplus goes. 
Now, the surplus of Canada goes to precisely 
the same point that our surplus does; it goes 
to Europe, to Great Britain, and it makes no 
difference whether that surplus meets our sur- 
plus in New York or meets it in Liverpool. 
The effect of the adoption of the amendment 


| of the gentleman from Vermont can be very 
i well explained by what has been one of the 


effects of the abrogation of the reciprocity treaty 
in 1866, and that was to change the direction 
that this grain takes in going to market from 
our own rivers and canals to the Canadian lines 
of exportation. The amount of Canadian pro- 
duce which has gone to Europe by the way of 
New York has been very considerably less than 
it was befyre that time, and for the very good 
reason that before that time, when Canadian 
produce came into this country free, it first 
went to New York, trying the market there, 
and then went: from New York to Liverpool, 
and it made no difference whether the exporta- 
tion there was of our own surplus or of the 
surplus of Canada. ‘The effeet of the adoption 
of this proposition would be to divert entirely 
from our own lines of transportation the grain 
of Canada, and drive it by way of the St. Law- 
rence to Europe. 

But as a question of revenue I desire to call 
the attention of the committee to a few facts. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means has informed the House that the pres- 
ent rates of duty are not more than from 11 to 
18 per cent.-on these grains. If that be true, 
then I ask the attention of the committee to 
what the effect has been of the imposition of 
even those low duties upon Canadian products» 


a 


1870. 
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As a matter of protection, it is admitted by. 
the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Smita, } 
aud has been abundantly shown by the gentle- 
man from Michigan, [Mr. Barr, } this increase 
is not necessary. But as a question of revenue, 
the imposition of even these small duties had 
this effect upon our importations from Can- | 
ada. There was a reduction in the importa- | 
tions of wheat from $3,584,082 worth in 1866 . 
to $1,678,629 worth in 1869; in other words, ; 
a reduction of more than one half. There was 
a redaction in our importations of wheat flour 
from $4,498,824 worth in 1866 to $445,761 
worth in 1869, or a reduction. of nine tenths. © 
And so of many other articles of importation. | 
So that, so far as revenue is concerned, the in- ;: 
crease of duties proposed by the. gentleman | 
from Vermont will simply destroy importa- 
tion, and therefore destroy revenue. | 

But let me call attention again to what is a ` 
matter of interest to gentlemen who represent | 
agricultural districts, and that is that the great . | 
prodacer from which we purchase this grain is |: 
Canada. It is the nearest and the best market |: 
outside of our own country which the western |, 
farmer has. I desire again to call attention to | 
the proportion of each kind of graia which they 
took from us compared with what wetook from | 
them ; because if the Canadian takes two bushels | 
of western produce from us to each bushel || 
which we take from him, then of course it is a | 
trade which should be encouraged and not dis- 
couraged. In 1869 we took irom the Cana- | 
dians $1,673,000 worth of wheat, while they |! 
took from us $4,502,000 worth, or nearly three | 
times as much. In the same year we took |, 
$445,000 worth of flour, while they took. || 
$3,869,000 worth, or nearly ninetimegas much. |; 
We took from them in the same year $157,000 
worth of rye, and they took from us $1,180 |i 
worth—a very small amount. Of oats we took |; 
$299,000 worth, while they took $290,000 
worth, or about the same. But as the result 
of the whole trade, we purchased from them 
$7,084,840 worth, while they purchased from 
uz, of the same species of grain, &c., $11,069,- 
133 worth. In other words, they took nearly 
twice as much from us as we took from them. || 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the com- 
mittee, all debate upon the pending paragraph 
and amendments thereto has terminated.. 

Mr. MeCARTHY. I ask unanimous consent 
to be allowed to make a.brief statement. 

There was no objection made ; and leave was 
accordiugly granted. ; 

Mr. McCARTHY. The statement which has 
just been made by my colleague from the Os- 
wego district, (Mr. CHURCHILL, |shows that we 
have sold to the Canadas and the provinces 
about the same that we have bought from them. 
But he does not give you this fact also, that 
the sale of these products by the Canadas and 
provinces to the United States has been mainly 
to the State of New York and to a portion or 
to all of the New England States, while our 
sales, with the exception of corn, have been ta 
the provinces. ` Now, the balance of trade, one 
way or the other, doeg not depend at all upon 
the tariff, or at least to but a small extent. I 
represent in part the State of New York. Fully || 
one half of that State buys barley, wheat, and 
flour for consumption, and it must buy it either 
from the Canadas or from the West. Now, we 
say that it is bat right that a duty should be 
put on the Canadian product at least equal to 
the cost of transporting the wheat, flour, and 
barley that we buy of the West, for we prefer 
to buy it from the West. : 

_ The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Burcaarp] 
18 mistaken when he says that a tariff does not 
benefit the sale of wheat and flour iu the West. 
Dut you must have this tariff in order to equal- 
ize the cost of transportation. We are only 
thirty-six miles from the lakes, the water com- 
Munication with the Canadas. And while it 
Costa but 10 cents to get a bushel of wheat 
ra barrel of flour from the Canadas to the 
western: part of New York, it costs from 25 


te:40 ‘cents per bushel or barrel to get these 
articles from the West. Consequently the 
West needs this protection to enabie it to pre- 
serve its own market in New York. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I ask unanimous consent 
to make a statement on this subject. À 

There was no objection made ; and leave was 
accordingly granted. f 

Mr. TAYLOR. I rise for the purpose of 
making a statement of facts, which I think 
will bear very greatly upon the immediate 
question now before the Committee of the 
Whole. I think that statement of facts will 
reach further, and will bear very materially 
upon the whole question of protection. That 
statement is, that of all the agricultural pro- 
duots of this country, save the article of pota- 
toes, those that depend upon a foreign market 
have averaged during the last ten years from 
100 to 800 per cent. more in price than at the 
present time, while, on the other hand, all 
those articles, with the exception of potatoes, 
that depend upon our domestic market are as 
high now as they have been on the average 
during the last ten years. Here is a remark- 
able fact, also: in the month of April of this 


: year, in the Philadelphia market, for the first- 


time in the history of our country, the price 
of wheat and the price of Indian corn was 
exactly the same per pound. 

Aa to rye, Indian corn, beef, horses, hay, 


dairy productions——every article of agricultural |! 
production depending upon the local market ; 
alone and not affected by the foreign market— ; 


the price at Philadelpbiais as high as at anytime |: 


since 1860, while articles like wheat, cotton, 
&c., depending upon the foreign market, are 
from 100 to 300 per cent. lower. I wish to 


; Say a word in correction of the statement of 


the gentlcmen from Michigan, [Mr. Biatr, } 
whieh, if it had been correct, would have had 
plausibility. He stated that the reason wheat 


| is brought across the border into the United 


States is because of the exportation from the 
border. Now, sir, the present duty on wheat 
is 20 cents per bushel; and if the freight from 
any Canadian port to Liverpool were less than 
20 cents a bushel, why should the Canadian 
wheat be sent to New York? 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STEVENSON. I move to amend the 


; amendment by adding the following: ‘‘oncorn, 


15 cents per bushel.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Does this 
amendment include hay? 


- The CHAIRMAN. Itdoesnot. Theamend- | 


ment will be reported for information. 
The Clerk read as follows: ` 


On wheat; 30 cents perbushel; on rye, Mconts per 
bushel; on barley, 25 cents per bushel: on oats, 15. 
eents per bushel; on-corn, 15 eents per bushel. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out all relating to barley. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I move to amend so as 
to make the duty on barley 80 cents per bushel: 

The amendment was not agreed to. i 


Mr. BURCHARD. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out all except the part 
relating to barley. ‘ 

The amendment was ‘not agreed to. 


The question being taken on the amendment 
as amended, there were—ayes 56, noes 14; no 
quorum voting. 

. Tellers were ordered; and Mr. BURCHARD 
and Mr. MAYNARD were appointed. 
The committee divided; and 
reported—ayes 78, noes 38. er 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. LOGAN. Inasmuch as. we have im- 
posed a duty for the. protection of- corn, wheat, 
&c., I niove, in order to carryout the princi- 
ple, that.a duty of 75 per eent, ad valorem be 
imposed on each cBrrent of fresk air that ven- 
tilates this Hall. (Laughter. ] 
. The CHAIRMAN. That amendmentis not 
in ordër. ` è N, 


the: tellers 


| is probably from 23 to 25 per cent. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

On malt, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. JUDD. I move to amend by striking 
out the paragraph just read. It seems to me 
that the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
proposing an increased duty on malt, have for- 
gotten that such an increase strikes directly at 
the manufacturer or brewer, and increases the 
cost of the beverage to the consumer. Malt is 
a raw material, in the sense in which that term 
has been defined upon this floor in connection 
with all otber manufactures. The duty upon 
this article is, under the existing laws, 20 per 
cent., and the clause that I propose to strike 
out increases this duty 50 per cent., and adds to 
that extent to the cost of what is now a uni- 
versal beverage, and may be considered inthese 
days almost one of the necessaries of life. This 
change will effect a-most important manufac- 
turing interest. 

Mr. MAYNARD. What is that? 

Mr. JUDD. The making ofa beverage which, 
perhaps, the gentleman sometimes indulges in, 


i or at any rate he must have heard of ìt. 


not, he will allow me to tell him, beer, lager- 
beer, sometimes ale. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is not the manufacture 
taxed very heavily already? 

Mr. JUDD. Iwas about to say, what the 
gentleman from Tennessee suggests in an ander- 
tone, that upon the manufactures and from the 
articles manufactured out of this imported raw 
material the Government derives more than 
$6,000, 000 of internal revenue annually. Now, 
when a branch of industry contributes such aa 
amount to the internal revenue for. the sup- 
port of the Government—and they pay it, Mr. 
Chairman, without any effort to cheat the rev- 
enue—are we to entertain for one moment a 
proposition to increase tọ the extent of 50 per 
cent. the tariff upon the raw material. used in 
the manufacture, thus adding still further to 
the expenses in the produetion of this article? 
Twenty per cent. is the present tariff. This 
bill proposes aw increase of 50 percent. I 
think my motion to strike out the paragraph 
should commend itself to tke judgment: of the 
House, first, because tbe proposed inerense of. 
duty strikes at a branch of industry that con- 
tributes so large an amount: of revenue for the 
support of the Government; and in the next 
place, because it, increases the cost of temper- 
ate men’s beverage, lager: beer. : 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ihope thatthe motion of 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] will 


| nat prevail. If there wereno other reason for 


rejecting the motion, a suffic'ent one might be 


‘found in the action of the Committee of the 


Whole within the last, few. minutes.. : We have 
put a duty of 25 cents a bushel upon. barley, a 
duty which, reduced to an ad valorem standard; 
-Makt ig 
now 20 per eent, under the existing tariff, aud 
the bill propoges to raise it to 80 per cent., 
thus putting a tariff on the prepared article, the 
manufactured article, which has to go through 
the. hand of the maltster in this country, at 
something reasonable, a little beyond what is 
put on that which is brought in in its raw con- 
dition.: Jf we are to make any discrimination 
between manufactured articles and raw mate- 
rials from which they are prepared, that dis- 
crimination should be observed in this.as in 
any other thing. pense 
Bat, sir, the gentleman speaks, I. think, for 
the brewers.. He must remember there are 
farmers in the country as well as brewers. He 
must remember in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 


: and in various parts of the country—to a very 


large extent in my own. State I knaw—barley 
can be produced and is produced, and the pro- 
duction ig, increasing until it is approaching 
something like a.supply for the entire demand 
for the purposes of brewers. They. still im- 
port because we are begianing to be:a large 
beerrconsuming country, a8 nO One. can better 
kuow than: the gentleman trom Chicago. They 
import, to be. sure, some .3,000,000: bushels, 
whieh is. mostly consumed. for.the purpose of 


manufacturing beer. We propose to furnish 


that, as far as may be by the protection of || leines, 


barley, from our own farmers. 

So far as malt is concerned, which is but 
barley in its changed form, that is a profitable 
business, as it probably always has been, and 


the maltster can well afford tohelpcompetition | 


between the home-grown and the producer in 


‘| and children. 


the British provinces by paying a little some- - 
thing for his barley and a little something more ' 


for his malt, the rule being to protect the man- 


ufactured article a little beyond the raw ma- — 


terial from which the manufactured article is 
produced. 


Now, sir, these brewers have not had much | 


to complain of, yet they have and do still com- 
plain. They have always advanced their own 


roduct beyond any burden we have laid upon | 
it, always beyond any tax we have levied. ' 


They have formed combinations for the pur-. 


pose of adding now a dollar and then another 
dollar on every cask or part of a cask of beer. 
I know it is usual in this country to pay great 
deference to the lager-beer producer. i have 
the deference of the gentleman from Chicago 
for the lager-beer producer. I have all that 
deference; but I believe they can afford to bear 
the burdens of the country as well as other citi- 
zens. It does not make any difference to the 
brewers, however, what burden we impose, for 


| any other whisky. I venture to say that thereis 
; no one branch of business in this country that 


they do not bear it, but it comes at last upon | 


the consumer. 0 
ers themselves has the effect to bring down 


The competition among brew: ` 


prices, just as competition does between the , 


roducers of other articles. I have stated they 
fad nothing to complain of, because the ad 
valorem duty on barley was only 20 per cent. 
and the duty on malt only 20 per cent. ; and 
therefore the articles which they mostly con- 
sumed have had less protection than other like 
articles produced in the United States ; that is, 
the production of barley in the United States 
has had less protection from the competition 
of the foreign production brought into the Uni- 
ted States than wheat and some other articles. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. BROOKS, wf New York. I move to 
amend the amendment so as to bring the duty 
down to 10 percent. Now, Mr. Chairman, I 
call the attention of the House, first, to the very 
important fact that there has been a large 
decrease within the past year in the consump- 
tion of beer. This is to be accounted for by 
the high price of malt liquor; yet with this 
fact staring us in the face, the proposition of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means is to raise the duty on barley, and to 
increase the duty on malt 10 per cent. addi- 
tional. In other words, it is proposed to de- 
stroy this one means of revenue from the 


brewers, for the brewers of the country furnish || 


one of the largest sources of revenue which the 
Government has. It is a cut-throat process 
throughout, with the vain idea of protecting the 
farmer. In reply to that, let me say that in a 
large portion of this country the barley which 
is raised is not the barley which the brewers 
desire. Itis not until we reach the high north- 
ern latitudes of northern Iowa and Minnesota 
that that species of barley is produced which 
the brewers desire to have; and the conse- 
querce is that Canadian barley always com- 
anands in the market 10 or 15 cents more per 
bushel than the barley of Ohio, or the barley 
of southern Indiana, or the barley of Penn- 
‘sylvania. An increased duty, therefore, is a 
high tax, first, upon all the brewers of the 
country, and then upon all the consumers of 
malt liquors, and lastly upon_an immense 
population of Germans in the United States, 
with whom this is a most favorite drink. 

Mr. Chairman, if this proposition increasing 
the duty on barley 5 cents a bushel and the 
duty on malt 10 per cent. ad valoremis adopted, 
and if this bill beeomes a law, there will be 
one universal ontery. from every German in 
‘New York, Philadelphia, Buffalo, Cincinnati, 
Toledo, Chicago, Omaha, Richmond, Virginia, 


and: elaewhere—one universal outcry: from 


| 


'| He would not make a Chinese empire of this 


: grown to be about equal to the consumption. 


: no necessity for this increase. 


| outthe United States there is an immense cap- 


| would soon become equal to the home con- 


| trovertibly that the present tariff ishigh enough 
' and that there is no occasion for adding 50 per 


i kind of business is subjected. I voted, Mr. 


every German as he, with his' frau and frau- 
sits at table and demands his swei lager, 
drei lager, veir lager for himself and his wife 
{ Laughter. ] 

I hope the majority of this House will have 
some respect for the large German population 
of the country to whom beer is both victuals 
and drink. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. JUDD. I always listen with pleasure 
to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means when discussing any question. He 
always interests me, even when J disagree with 
his logic and his views. The gentleman [Mr. 
Scuenck] has done me the honor to say that 
I knew something of this article of beer; and 
when I admit that, he must allow me to say 
that as a beverage, as a promoter of temperate 
habits, it is infinitely preferable to Dayton or 


has advanced more rapidly within the last few 
years than this branch of business. Through- 


ital invested in the business, and the business 
is legitimately and honestly carried on. The 
argument presented by the gentleman for these 
various tariff duties is that he would protect 
thehome manufacturer and the home producer. 


country and shut us out from all intercourse 
with the balance of the world, but only so far 
restrict that intercourse as justice to home 
industries requires. He says that under the 
tariff as it now stands the home production has 


If that is so it shows clearly that the present 
rate of duty is high enough, and that there is 
His statement 
was that it had advanced so rapidly that it 


sumption. That fact shows clearly and incon- 


cent. to the duty. 

The gentleman says further that the brewers 
are very shrewd men, and that any tax levied 
upon them they add to the cost of the article, 
selling it for a dollar or so more a keg. Let 
me reply to him that in compelling them to do 
that you reach the pockets of the consumers; 
and hence in this attempt to increase the tariff 
upon this article he is taxing both the manu- 
facturers and the consumers. You propose by 
this increase of duty on malt to add just so 
much to the immense taxation to which this 


Chairman, against the increase of the duty on 
barley because the gentleman alleged that the 
present tariff gave it such adequate protection 


that the home producer was now substantially | 
supplying the demand. Now, if it is true, as | 


stated by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that the present rate of tariff 
is such that it is bringing this product forward 
in such a manner that it will soon supply all the 
demand, there is no excuse for this additional 
tax, and I tell gentlemen that they are striking 
ata very important business interest, and which, 
if oppressed, will make itself felt in thisland, 
and so connected with the customs, habits, and 
taste of a large portion of the citizens of this 
country that it must he fairly and not oppress- 
ively dealt with. f . 

Mr. KELLEY. I move to aménd the amend- 
ment by striking out the last word. I desire to 
say that I am taking no part in the discussion 
of these agricultural queso though I have 
voted for each amendment that proposed to 
increase duties. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I thought the gentleman 
claimed to be the especial representative of 
the western agricultural interest. 

Mr. KELLEY. I was going on to show that 
I am, and I was going on to remark that we 
are not legislating for this Year or for the next, 


but we are legislating with reference to the 
general policy of the country; with reference, 
not to the interests of æ few people who are 
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within certain geographical limits or those lim- 
its themselves, but to the future of our country, 

And I have voted for each increase of duty 
upon agrieultural products because I believe 
the Canadian, or other provincial exporter, 
I believe that 
by enabling our own farmers to diversify their 
industry, and to raise barley, by securing them 
a market for it, we shall benefit them. And I 
believe that, by our pursuing this course, the 
people of the British provinces, comparing 
their want of prosperity with our abundant 
prosperity, will continue to emigrate to this 
country as they have been doing, and will 
finally find out that their only prosperity in the 
future is under the stars and stripes and the 
Constitution. of our country. It is on this 
ground that I maintain the duty on coal, and 
on this ground that I shall vote for this duty 
on barley. 

Nearly one hundred thousand British sub- 


.jects have come from the provinces to us this 


year. And if we make these high duties on 
all their articles of production, one hundred 
thousand more will come every year, and the 
lean masses left behind, unable to maintain 
their Government, and observing the beneficial 
effects of a protective system, in contrast with 
the Government influences which are impover- 
ishing them, they will, as I have said, add their 
territory to ours, and give us free trade through 
their entire region. And then the American 
citizen will have, without duty, Canadian bar- 
ley for his beer, and the New England States 
will have their own coal supplies lying upon 
their borders in Nova Scotia. And the great 
maritime and commercial enemy of our coun- 
try, England, will not have a frontier extend- 
ing from the eastern promontories upon the 
Atlantic to Puget sound and the Pacific ocean 
from which to harass us in war or in times of 
intestine trouble. It is not, therefore, on the 
mere question of protection, but with reference 
to broad and statesmanlike views in regard to 
the future limits of our country, its future 
peaceand general prosperity, that I shall vote 


! for every increase of duty which will make the 


British sabject north of the dividing line pay 
into our ‘Treasury a price for enjoying the 
benefit of our markets. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that all debate 
now cease on the pending paragraph. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The question was on the amendment of Mr. 
Brooks, of New York, to strike out ‘‘30”’ and 
insert ‘20.’ 

Mr. RANDALL. The amendment will make 
the duty the same as under the present law— 
will it not? $ 

Mr. JUDD. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man from New York that my motion to strike 
out the paragraph will leave the duty as it is. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I withdraw 
my amendment. 

The question was put on Mr. Jupp’s motion 
to strike out the paragraph; and there were, 
on a division—ayes 60, noes 46; no quorum 
voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Brooks, of New 
York, and Mr. Necuey. ; 

The committee again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 54, noes 71. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. JUDD. I now move to amend the 
paragraph by striking out “30” and inserting 
ék 20. ? 

The question was put; and there were, on & 
division—ayes 55, noes 62. 

Mr. JUDD demanded tellers. 

_ Tellers were ordered ;.and Mr. Jupp and Mr. 
Maynar were appointed. 

The committee again divided ; and the 
reported—ayes 57, noes 69. i 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I move to amend by 
striking out ‘30’ and inserting “ 25,7" 


tellers 


1870. 


The question was put; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 81, noes 79; no quorum voting. 
The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered | 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Stevenson and Mr. 
FeRRISS. | 
The committee again divided; and the tellers | 
reported—ayes twenty-six, noes not counted. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


On apples, garden fruit, and edible vegetables, and 
roots, in a green or frosh state, not otherwise hercin | 
provided for, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. DAVIS. I move to strike out the para- | 
graph. Mr. Chairman, it must be perceived | 
that this provision of the bill can be of but small 
importance. It can only have any effect where 


Bi 


| 


iin the State of Michigan. 


' to over $1,500,000. 


' 
1 


of, unless they have given the subject some 
reflection. A careful estimate has been made 
of the prod: ction of apples and peaches, and 
the small fruits of the gardens and the forests 
A very careful esti- 
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mate has been prepared for the year 1869, and : 


est that is deserving of same protection. 
Mr. ALLISON. 


i by reference to that statement I find that these _ 
: artioles in the State of Michigan alone amount , 
That, I think, is an inter- ` 


I would ask the gentleman |, 


from Michigan [ Mr. Concer] wherethe people ; 


ofhis State find a market for their fruits ? 
r. CONGER. 


' western States. 


cities are located, in the neighborhood of the | 
adjacent provinces, and the effect is simply one : 


‘of great embarrassmegt upon those who live in 
such cities. The people of Canada who live 
in the neighhorhood of Detroit, Buffalo, and 
other cities similarly situated, and who furnish 


Mr. ALLISON. How as to apples ? 
Mr. CONGER. A large portion of the apples 


': yaisedin Michigan are sent to the eastern States 


i and to Europe, being shipped in many instances 


the articles mentioned in this section, in my | 


judgment ought not only to be permitted, but 
should be encouraged to do so, such a traffic 
being chiefly for the benefit of the people who 
are supplied with these articles. This tax 
upon these articles operates simply as a great 
embarrassment and prejudice in the neighbor- | 
hood of the line between the two countries, and 
leads to the production of ill feeling between 
those who ought to be neighborly inthe imme- 
diate vicinity of that line, while itis produc- 
‘tive of no pecuniary benefit. I hope, there- 
‘fore, that this paragraph will bestricken out, 
Mr. SCHENCK. I do not know that I 
` have any great objection to striking out this | 
paragraph, because the tariff now is precisely 
the same, and by striking it out the duty will | 
be kept at 10 per cent., with the exception of | 
dried fruit. The language of the present law 


is: ‘fon fruits, green, ripe, or dried, not other- |! 


wise provided for.” Then vegetables come in, 
under a general provision, of non-enumerated 
articles at 10 per cent. ad valorem. So that 
we have not A the existing law except in 
respect to dried. apples, dried peaches, and 
other dried fruits, upon which we propose a 
specific duty of 3 cents per pound. 

Mr. DAVIS. My object in moving to strike 
out this paragraph was to move afterward to 
add these articles to the free list. 

Mr. SCHENCK. These garden fruits and ' 
edible vegetables in a fresh state ought to pay 
but a small duty, if any at all; we have there- 
fore put them at the same rate that they now 
are subject to, 10 per cent. ad valorem, be- 
cause they comprise articles which will not 
bear transportation to any great distance. Ap- 
ples are brought in considerable quantities from 
over the border, and they are produced in 
almost unlimited quantities in the northern part 
of the United States. So far as they are con- 
cerned, the duty is very reasonable. There is 
no departure here from the present duty upon 
these articles, except in regard to dried fruit. 

Mr. MAYNARD. There is an interest in 
this country which I think ought to be pro- 
tected; that of the gardeners and vegetable pro- 
ducers along the South Atlantic coast. This 
is all the protection they have against the vege- 
table productions that come from the West 
India Islands, the Bermudas, &c. I think this 
provision should be retained. 

Here the hammer fell. } 

r. CONGER. I move to amend this par- 
agraph by striking out the words ‘‘ edible vege- 
tables,” for the purpose of calling the atten- 
tion of the Committee of the Whole to the 
protection which may be needed by the pro- 
ducts of the northern States along the borders 
of Canada, The gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Maynarp] speaks of the protection which 
is needed against the productions of the West 
India Islands. There is a very large amount 
of capital invested in orchards and gardens in 
Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Ohio, and 
northern New York—much larger, per 
thar gertflentent uf TEIE Conrmitthe urd aware 


directly from the ports of Michigan. In this 


are shipped every year from our State. Now, 


- although our production in this respect may 
: not appear to be very large, yet it is one which 


, comes into competition with the production |: 


rhaps, ||’ 


A large portion of the | 
peaches raised in Michigan are sent to the |! 


`: way hundreds of thousands of barrels of apples : 


across the line; and I trust that at least our | 


agricultural friends who are-so desirous to pro- 


tect the farming interest will favor the protect- | 
proposed upon these: ; 
t 


ive duty of 10 per cent. 
fruits. The raising of them is a branch of 
industry requiring considerable care and the 
investment of a good deal of capital. The 
protection of this interest is demanded by the 
interests of our people. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move to close debate on 
the pending paragraph. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The question being taken on the motion of | 


Mr. Davis, to strike out the paragraph, it was 
not agreed to. 


_ Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Chairman, it has been i 
my custom here to seek to understand as far as į 


possible the questions presented to me for my 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


On oranges, lemons, and limes, and on bananas, 
plantains, shaddocks, mangoes, pineapples, grapes, 
and cocoanuts, 10 per cent. ad valorem: Provided, 
That no allowance shall be made for loss by decay 
on the voyage, unless the said loss shall excced 50 
per cent. of the quantity. 

_ The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 
is upon an amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Scuencx,] which will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out, in line four hundred and ninety-seven, 
“50” and insert ** 25.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


| Mr. SCHENCK. I move to amend by add- 


| ing at the end of the paragraph the following: 


And the allowance thus mado shall be only for tho 
; amount of Joss in excess of 25 per cent. of the 
: whole quantity. 


! t 

! The amendment was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

! The Committee of the Whole on the state 


' of the Union rose informally, when a message 
i from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, one of its 
clerks, announced that the Senate had recon- 
sidered its vote agreeing to the report of the 
; committee of conference on the disagreeing 
' votes of the two Houses on the bill (S. No. 
95) in relation to the Hot Springs reservation 
in Arkansas, and ordered that the report be 
recommitted to the committee of conference 
for the purpose of correcting clerical errors 
therein. 


TARIFF BILL. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union resumed its session. 

Mr. BUCKLEY. I move to amend the pend- 
ing paragraph by striking out ‘10’ and insert- 
ingin lieu thereof ‘‘ 15,” so as to make the duty 
‘15 per cent. ad valorem.” This paragraph 


‘| proposes a reduction of 15 per cent. upon the 


vote; and I see in this paragraph an item—— | 


T he 


mittee. ! 

Mr. ROGERS. I would like to put a ques- 
tion to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. ay i : 

Mr. MAYNARD. That. is debate, and I 
object. 

The CHAIRMAN, 


` Objection is made. 
Mr. ASPER. 


I move to strike out in lines 


-four hundred and ninety and four hundred and 


ninety-one the words ‘‘and roots.” 

Mr. ROOTS. Irise to a question of privi- 
lege. [Laughter.}] I protest that itis wrong 
to strike out ‘‘ roots.” ` 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


On ‘oranges, lemons, and lime’, and on bananas, 
plantains, shaddocks, mangoes, pineapples, grapes, 
and cocoanuts, 10 per cent. ad valorem: Provided, 
That no allowance shall be made for loss by decay 


on the voyage, unless the said loss shall exceed 50 | 


per cent, of the quantity. 


Mr. SCHENCK. TI have been directed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer 
several amendments to this paragraph. In the 
first place I move to amend by striking out 
“50” and inserting “125.” 

The hour of half past four o'clock having 
arrived the Committee of the Whole, pursuant 
to the order of the House, took a recess till 
half past seven o’clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. - 
At half past seven o’clock p. m. the Com- 


-mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


resumed its session, (Mr. WHEELER in the 
chair,) and proceeded with the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing 
laws relating to the duty on imports, and for 
other purposes. i 

The CHAIRMAN: The Clerk will report 


lf the pending paragtapt. 


CHAIRMAN. Debate on the para- | 


graph has been closed by order of the com- | into largely since the close of the war. The 


existing duty on all these articles. I move this 
; amendment with special reference to oranges. 
_ The culture of oranges is a very extensive busi- 
ness in some of the southern States, especially 
Florida. Itis a business which has been entered 


production of the orange groves is a slow pro- 
cess. The wild growth is first taken and trans- 
planted, and it takes some five or six years 
before the husbandman receives any reward for 
his work. Now, just about the time these 
orange groves begin to bear and the growers 
of oranges to receive some benefit for their 
labor expended some five or six years ago, the 
Committee of Ways and Means propose to 
make a large reduction of some 15 per cent. 
ön oranges. Fa : 
In addition, Mr. Chairman, I see there isa 
| proviso attached to this paragraph which in my 
opinion amounts to nothing. It is provided 
that no allowance shall be made for loss by 
decay on the voyage unless the said loss shall 
exceed 50 per cent. of the quantity. The im- 
porters of oranges invoice their cargoes at such 
-a low figure as to cover all this loss by decay 
on the voyage. There is therefore nothing in 
that proviso. I hope there will be no objec- 
tion to the 5 per cent. increase I propose. 
We have just left paragraphs imposing duties 
| upon imported produets of 100, 76, 50, 40, and 
| 85 per cent. ad valorem. Now we have got 
down to 10 per cent. Itis the second time 
we have had a duty of 10 per cent. proposed. 
. We are on thé brink of ruin. Weare near the 
edge of the precipice. One step more will 
bring us to the heresy of free trade. - 
{Here the hammer fell.} = = 
Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, it is well, 
perhaps, for the House to understand what is 
the effect of the amendment to this duty as 
proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. . The present duty on oranges and 
lemons is 25 per cent., on limes 20 per cent., 
on bananas and plantains 25 per cent., on 
shaddocks 10 per cent.; on mangoes 10 per 
cent., on pineapples 25 per cent., on grapes 
20 per cent.; and on cocoatruts 25 per cent. 
{The committee have regarded ‘all thesej not 
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only as foreign productions, but as foreign 
productions coming little, if at all, into com- 
petition with anything produced in this coun- 
try. As the gentleman from Alabama has 
explained, so far as oranges are concerned, it 
may be there is a fruit raised in this country 


entitled to be considered in whatever duty we i 


impose on products coming from abroad. 

Mr. BUCKLEY. ‘Take oranges out of this 

ragraph. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Treating these as fruits 
which do not come into competition with auy- 
thing at home, the committee thought it better 
to put a low rate of duty, to produce from them 
whatever revenue we can, and at thesame time 
put them within the reach of the people of this 
country as products from abroad, which are 
not the products of our own farms or soils in 
any way. l trust, as the gentleman’s only ob- 
jection is in reference to the article of oranges, 
he will confiue whatever amendment he offers, 
with a view to the protection of the orange 
interest in Florida, to oranges, and let the rest 


stand at this reduction of the duty to 10 per . 


cent. all round on the {fruits we do not produce 
in this country. ` 

Me. FINKELNBURG. I ask whether the 
gentleman does not recognize all these articles 
as luxuries, and whether, as such, it would not 
be proper they should be subjected to a rev- 
enue tariff of 25 per cent.? Onght we not to 


reduce the taxes on the necessaries of life and | 


increase them on the luxuries ? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I do not regard them par- 
ticularly as luxuries. I think the use of these 
articles is common and general throughout the 


country wherever they are within the reach or . 


means of our population. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Allow me to suggest to 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means that pineapples are largely produced 
ia Florida; and it ia a production which is 
largely increasing, the production this year 
being much greater than last year, and last 
year's production was greater than that of the 

ear before. 

Mr. SCHENCK, I make this explanation, 
feeling indiferent about the whoie matter: 


ropose to put a half dozen different com- : 


we 

odasi now imported at a half dozen different 
rates of duty all at one small duty, so as far as 
possible to place them withia the reach of our 
people, as they do not compete with anything 


raised here. The objection of the gentleman | 


from Alabama is that this does interfere with 


the production of oranges and the new orange- | 


growing interest of Florida, and therefore it was 
that I suggested he should confine himself to 
that, As regards the-pineapples, I did not know 
that they were grown to such an extent; but 
if I might be allowed to express an opinion, I 


would say that I do not think there is a good i. 


pineapple to be had unless brought from near 
the equator, from Guayaquil or other such 
localities. 


Mr. COX. I move to strike out the par- | 


agraph. ‘lhe Committee of Ways and Means 
can certainly thank me, if they do not assist 
me ia this motion, as striking out the section 
leaves the tariff as itis upon these articles of 
luxury, oranges, lemons, limes bananas, &c. 
The preseut bill reduces the tariff on all these 


fruits exeept on mangoes. The reduction is | 
10 per cenut. ad valorem on lemons, limes, |: 


bananas, and grapes, and 16 on oranges, plan- 
tains, lemons, &c. Having an esthetic sense 
of the congruities, I desire to keep the tax 
high on grapes, oranges, andlemons. My rea- 
sons are that grapes, oranges, lemons, bananas, 
&c., are a production of this country, and 
may be said to be in their infancy, and being 
an infant manufacture, the infants naturally 
hanker after them. The census of the United 
States develops the fact that there are under 
twelve years of age a certain number of chil- 
dren of both sexes, These children I desire 
should grow up to be healthy and loyal, friends 
of the flag and of American industry, but if the 
oranges of Algiers and Sicily, and the grapes 


of Malaga, or the bananas of St. Thomas and 
San Domingo are allowed to come in at the 
cheap rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem, our chil- 
dren are placed under greater temptations to 
| contract those diseases which are incident to 
i| the inordinate consumption of fruit. Why, 
therefore, should pig iron and peanuts, Besse- 
' mer steel and brandy, corsets, &c., pay rates 


somewhere about 100 per, cent. when only 10 | 


per cent. is given to protect these toothsome 
fruits? 


But it may be said by some of these imprac: | 


ticable free-traders that there is no home pro- 
duction. [ tell them, as my friend from Ohio 
[Mr. Scuencx] has said, that in Florida, Lou- 
isiana, and California, the orange blooms in 
the mid-winter air; andif a proper protection 
of, say, five hundred and sixty-odd per cent. 
were given to lemons, that tenderest of all 
fruit, it would be thoroughly protected against 


the frosts of winter, and gentlemen might have 


the privilege of flavoring their whisky with lem- 
ons grown within our own beloved borders. 
Mr. Chairman, I represent two interests in 
my own district which seem to be diverse, but 
which will unite upon this question. The 


Fifth avenue and the Bowery are happily uni- ; 


ted in my person. 
grapes, and lemons under glass, while as an 
article of consumption there is no locality in 
the Union where more peanuts are consumed 
than in the dramatic precincts of the Bowery. 
Mr. MAYNARD, Will the gentleman allow 
me to make one remark here? 
Mr. COX. On this immense question I 
cannot be interrupted. [hadghtee| 
Mr. STEVENSON. I rise to a point of 
order. Is it in order to discuss peanuts on 
this paragraph ? 
Mr. COX. If the gentleman will permit 
' me, I will show him the connection between 
. peanuts and this paragraph. Sir, peanuts are 
taxed specifically 1 cent per pound, unshelled, 
to protect North Carolina. This is an imposi- 
tion on my Bowery constituents. As they grind 


The one raises oranges, ` 


this ‘fruit of the earth’’ there mingles with | 
the pleasant music of its cracking the gnash- : 


‘ing of indignant teeth. But, sir, they are will- 
ing to submit to this extortion, provided their 
rich neighbors of Fifth avenue shall be pro- 
tected in their efforts to diversify industry by 
raising oranges, lemons, and grapes under glass. 
The peanut consumer knows that the million- 


aire, to produce grapes and oranges in the hot- | 


house, must: use Pennsylvania coal; that the — 


manufacture of the pipes and glass and pottery 
will be greatly enhanced, and the peanut boy is 


: willing to sacrifice himself for home industry. | 


' He knows that the foreign orange and grape is 


ii made by natural, and consequently gratuitous | 
i heat, while the New York orange or grape is | 


i: made by artificial, and therefore expensive 
i heat; but patriotism impels him to keep out 
|| the half-priced orange of better quality from 


sister State in the family of the Union; the 
first and the oldest settled country on the con. 
tinent of North America, and yet to-day her 
cultivated industries are as infantile, her terri. 
tory is as new and undiscovered, and her im- 
mense susceptibility ofadvancement, influence 
and resources are as unfamiliar to the people 
of the country as are those of New Mexico or 
Nevada. 

The Almighty is not responsible that this 


| great nation is dependent upon foreign lands 


and other climes tor the healthful and delicious 
luxuries of tropical fruits and plants, rare birds 
and flowers, and a healing, genial climate, to 
gladden the eye and lip and soul of man. He 
has placed them all within our borders, hag 
given them all for our possession if we will but 
reach out the hand of acceptance and convert 
them into luxurious commodities. They are 
there in that the most “southern State of the 
Union in all their primitive beauty, temptation, 
and perfection, awaiting the practical appre- 
ciation, utilization, and possession of our citi- 
zens. 
“‘The orange, lemon, and the limo 

Amid their verdant umbrago countless glow, 

With fragrant fruits of vegetable gold.” 

Mr. Chairman, you must not be surprised 
that this wonderful land has so long lain idle 
and neglected under the uncertain tog of tra- 
dition, or has not asserted her place in the 
family of the nation. Gentlemen must not 
wonder that this land of flowers, this ever 


green land, where the wild flowers never cease 


to unfold their petals, has not cast her cornu- 
copian garlands at the feet of the nation, or 
that Florida has not more widely extended 
her Italian inducements to the afflicted of our 

eople. The damning barrier of slavery loomed 
in the way,and ignorance, superstition, and 


i indolence hung their blighting folds around 


her borders. But now, under the protection 
the Government has given to that peculiar and 
beautiful interest, the tropical and semi-trop- 
ical products of Florida will hereafter be quoted 
in the markets of the North and of the whole 
country more favorably than those from the 
Mediterranean, South America, or the West 
Indies, which becéme unwholesome and unpal- 
atable by distant transportation. I hope the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, to strike 
out the paragraph, will prevail. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The interest thatthe gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Cox] takes in the 
rising generation I can very well understand. 
I do not know that he does much in that direc- 
tion himself, but everybody knows that he isa 
rising young man. [Laughter.] Iam sorry, 
however, that he did not retain that speech 
upon peanuts, upon which subject I know he 
was prepared, until a more fitting occasion. 


i [Laughter.] There is nothing about peanuts 


: Spain or Cuba that he may enjoy the luxury -. 


tection. 


| as well as peanuts; but if the House refuses 
: to do this by voting down my motion I shall 


: free list. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 


1? 


word ‘‘ oranges.’’ This will have the effect of 


i; at present. : 
i to represent is the only one in the Union for 


‘ ing of a tropical climate without the intoler- 


l 
| 
leaving the duty on oranges at 25 per cent., as - 
| 


of paying two prices for patriotism and pro- | 


Let us therefore keep up the tariff on oranges | 


indignantly move to place this article on the ` 


in this bill, Having discovered that, Isuppose 
he found it necessary to explode upon oranges, 
for the speech must be got off. [Laughter. ] 
But I marvel very much at the opposition that 
I meet with from that quarter more than I do 
at that which comes from Florida, for there I 
understand there is an interest which it is sup- 
posed is to some extent interfered with by a 
reduction of the duty on some of these fruits. 


> The Committee of Ways and Means is exceed- 


The State which I have the honor ' 


i which the Creator ordained the beautiful bless- :. 


ii able heat of an equatorial region, with a soil 
: 80 fertile in its peculiar adaptability to the . 
ii growth and culture of almost every variety of | 


| the tempting fruits and exotics of the distant 
li tropics that they have sprung spontaneously 
from her gentle bosom, and covered her for 

| centuries with perennial loveliness, without the 


ingly unfortunate. Ifwe attempt to raise duties 
Mr. HAMILTON. I move to strike out the 


there is such a howl as almost deafens us, to 
say nothing of the consequences which some- 
times follow in the votes given; if we try to 
lower duties it seems that weare just as unfor- 
tunate in this attempt to please anybody. 
Now, the motive which operated on our 
minds in regard to these fruits was simply this: 
here are a number of fruits, commonly used 
throughout the country by almost all classes 
of our people; for there is hardly any one sọ 


` poor that he does not have a little amount of 


lemon in his drink. We supposed that inas- 
much as they were not produced in this coun- 


: try, and that therefore when burdened with a 


aid of the hand of man and almost without the |. é 
eye of man to behold. Florida is an elder | consumer, which is the case with. regard to 


duty it was so much added to the price to the 
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roduced in the 
country, that if we lowered these duties trom 
25 and 15 and 10 per cent. toa uniform rate 
of 10 per cent., it would meet with acquies- 


` those things which are not 


cence all round. We have not been fortunate 
in this because we discover that it does inter- 


fere—and I presume that is a fact—with an | 
interest growing up in one at least of the south- ` 


ern States. I suggest, therefore, acompromise 
upon this matter. If oranges and lemons and 
pineapples are produced in Florida, certainly 
they do not and cannot produce to any extent 


at least, and I think not at all, bananas, plant- . 


ains, mangoes, or cocoanuts. They will not | 


grow where there is even a touch of frost. 

I propose, therefore, that gentlemen shall 
confine their amendments, if they will, to 
oranges, lemons, and pineapples. Put them, 


per cent. ad valorem, or whatever other rate 
of per cent. the Committee of the Whole will 
sustain them in; and then leave the other fruits 
to remain at 10 per cent., as we have here pro- 
posed. Surely there is no reason for putting 
bananas and plantains and cocoanuts, which 


articles we produce, and leave bananas, plant- 
ains, mangoes, &., at 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Í would 
ask the gentleman from Ohio, the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. 
ScHeEnck,] to insert ‘‘ huckleberries’’ in his 
amendment, for there is a large trade in them. 
[Leughter, ] 
Mr. SCHENCK. 
Massachusetts (Mr. Butter] will show us any 
importation of huckleberries into this country, 
there might be some reason in his request. 
Gentlemen make merry over this matter; yet 


$500,000 of revenue is now derived from these `; 
| fruits. 
' indicated, and will read it. 
: all of the pending paragraph except the pro- © 


I have drawn up the amendment I 
It is to strike out 


i 


l . viso, and to insert in lieu thereof the following: 
if they will, at their present rate of duty, 25 | 


On oranges, lemons, pineapples, and grapes, 25 


‘| per cent. ad valorem; and on limes, bananas, plant- 
|, ains, shaddocks, mangoes, and cocoanuts, 10 per 


now bear a rate of duty of 20 or 25 per cent., ; 
ata higher rate of duty than 10 per cent., so ' 


that they may be brought within the reach of 
our people; for whatever tax you put upon 
them in the shape of duty is added to their 
price. I might make an argument in favor of 
a higher duty on grapes, because, although we 


do produce grapes, even in my own State, still || 
the grapes that are imported into this country | 


; cent. ad valorem, 
And then leave the proviso to stand as it , 


do not come in competition to any great extent | 
withour grapes, being of different kinds—white, | 


Muscatel, aud other grapes. However, I do 
not think it is worth while to make any ques- 
tion upon that. We are willing to have the 


_ duty upon them reduced from 20 per cent. down | 


to 10 per cent. If the compromise I have in- 
dicated shall be accepted by gentlemen, I will 
be content to say that oranges, lemons, and 
ineapples, fruits which we do produce, shall 
put at some nig er rate of duty. 

Mr. BUCKLEY. If the gentleman from 
Ohio [ Mr. Schenck] proposes also to have the 
proviso retained, that will be perfectly satis- 
factory to us.) 

Mr. SCHENCK.. Certainly; I propose to 
retain the provise. 


Mr. BUCKLEY. Then I will modify my | 


amendment in accordance with 
of the geatleman. . 

Mr. LOGAN. I would also ask the gentle- 
man to include in his. amendment pawpaws 
and persimmons. [Laughter,}] ` : 

Mr. SCHENCK, | I think no other gentle- 
man is interested in them.. : 

Mr. COX. And also insert alligators, which 
are a product. of. Florida and an infant in- 


dustry which should be protected. [Laugh- 
r. f i 


the suggestion 


te | ee : ‘ 
Mr. HAMILTON. I moveto strike out the | 


last word of: the paragraph, simply for the 
purpose of making this remark: some- of the 
constituenta of almost. every Representative: 


upon this floor- are to-day in the State of 


Florida engaged in the cultivation of tropical 
fruits, especially the. orange. 1 venture to 
say that there are now engaged in this pursuit 
in that State: people from almost: every other 
State in the Union. Since the close of the 
late war at least 400,000 orange trees have been 
transplanted from the forests into the orchards. 
For information, I will.say that the sour and 
bitter orange grows in countless numbers in 
the forests there. They are transplanted to 
orange groves and orange orchardsand grafted 
With the sweet orange, and they bear fruit in 
three or four yeara after they are grafted. And 
one orange tree in fall bearing will on the 
average bear 4,000 oranges.a year. I am will- 
ing to accede to the-suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Scuencx,] and accept 
e amendment he has indicated.: E 
- Mr. SCHENCK. The amendment I ‘suggest 
i8 to put at 25 per cent. ad valorem oranges, 
emons, pineapples, and grapes, because those. 


now reads in the pending parauraph. 
Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Chairman, I regret 
that the serious chairman of the Committee of 


to be turned into a joke. I regret that we have | 


| lost the valuable services of the gallant leader | 


of the free trade party upon such aserious prop- 
osition as this; that he has gone out trifling | 
after peanuts, gone down joking onthe Bowery, 
upon a proposition like this. Here we are 
revising the tariff system and proposing to 
relieve the people from a part of their bur- ; 
dens. Here are articles necessary to the suste- i 
nance of life and fo the health of the people, | 
fruits which ought to be used in ten times.the 

quantity they now are. For the sake of tha - 
health of the people they ought to be cheap 

These fruits are produced in great abundance, : 


and they ought to be as cheap in every home- |! 
: stead as the apple, the peach, the pear, or the 


plum. They ought to be abundant all over the 
land. Yet we propose to put on them a high 
duty. By our absurd system of importation, 
we require them to be stopped at the border, 
delayed at the custom-house, so that when they 
reach the interior about, one half of the pur- 
chase is lost by the spoiling of the fruit, l 

. These articles ought to go on the free list. 
If anything ought to be free these ought to be | 
free for food and medicine. Yet it is pro- 
posed that the material articles named in the 
paragraph—oranges, lemons, pineapples, and ; 


grapes—shall be placed at a high rate of duty, ' 


while the rest of the paragraph, the mere husk | 
and rind, isleft unchanged. And-why? Because | 
the Representatives from Florida and other | 
southern States tell us in-eloquent and beauti- | 
ful language that they are now grafting sweet | 
oranges on sour Orange trees, and that in two | 
or three years those sour orange trees - will | 
begin to bear sweet. oranges. What are the | 
people to do in the meanwhile? At least let | 
us have. these things- free until. those sour | 
orange trees begin to bear sweet oranges. If 
we go on at this rate some of us will be hanged | 


on these sour orange trees. [Laughter.] Now, |; 
I hope the committee will either strike out | 


this entire claqse, with the view of putting these | 


Committee of Ways and Means in its first good | 
thought in favor of the people, and put down | 
the duty to 10 per cent. ` 
{Here the hammer fell. ] a es i 
: Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I want to | 
call the attention of the chairman of the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means to the fact that the | 
proposition in its present form raises the duty | 
on grapes, limes, &c. eo i 
Mr. SCHENCK. Limes are put down to 10 | 
per. cent. in the amendment as now offered. 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be 
The Clerk read the amendment. | - 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The:gentle- 
man from Ohio is right as to limes, but the | 
duty: on. grapes is raised. we 


If the gentleman from ` 
"= kept up. 


Mr. ASPER. I wish to put a guestion to 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. If the duty on these articles be re- 
duced does he expect that by reason of an 
increased importation the revenue will be 
kept up? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I think there will be an 
increased importation. 

Mr. ASPER. And that the revenue will be 


p l 
Mr. SCHENCK. So I think. Mr. Chair- 


man, I move to close debate on the paragraph. 


i 


| 


} 
} 


The motion was agreed to. 


The question being taken on the amendment 
of Mr. BUCKLEY, as modified, there were— 
ayes 66, noes 26; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. BUCKLEY and 
Mr. STEVENSON were appointed. 
~ The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 87, noes 29. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 


' amend by striking out ‘‘grapes,’’ so that the 


duty on this article may continue as it is under 


| the existing law, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
Ways and Means has permitted this proposition ‘| 


Malaga grapes are an important commodity 
for the use of the sick. ' 
Mr. MAYNARD. [raise the point of order 


` that the Committee of the Whole has by a vote 


inserted grapes, and the motion to strike out 
is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to amend by trans- 
ferring pineapples and grapes from their pres- 
ent place to the latter clause of the paragraph. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a question of 
order. The committee has just placed them 
in a certain category, to be charged at a certain 
rate of duty, and other articles at another rate 
of duty. The gentleman proposes to undo all 


li we have done. 


` The CHAIRMAN, That cannot be done. 
Mr. CONGER. I wish to beheard a moment. 
The CHAIRMAN, Debatehasbeen closed. 
Mr. CONGER. . I am speaking to the point 
oforder. Thecommittee bavedecided to place 
25 per cent. upon certain articles. : These things 
have. not been inserted. in the clause as they. 
were in the clause before. They have not been 
relatively changed except by the insertion of 


i 25 per. cent. 


Mr. MAYNARD, I make the point of order 
that. the question is not debatable. The point 
of order has been. decided and there has been 
no. appeal. = > . ; 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
point to be well taken. ` 

Mr, BROOKS, of NewYork. I move to 
insert after ‘‘grapes’’ the words ‘ Malaga 
grapes, or grapes used: by the sick.”’ 

--Mr. SCHENCK. How can they tell at the 
custom-house they are to be so used? ` 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I pat that 
in argumentatively: E ' 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The question next recurred on Mr. Cox’s 
motion, to strike out the paragraph. 

Mr. COX. Asthe gentleman from Ohio has 


: : ~ | convinced me these articles should be placed 
articles on the free list, or else stand by the | upon the free list, I withdraw my motion to 


strike ont. ~ : 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On dates, green or ripe, 2 cents pèr pondi on 
Zante or other currants, and prunes ard plums, 2} 
cents por pound; on raisins, figs, dried apples, dried 
peaches, and other dried fruits, 3 cents per pound. 

Mr. ROGERS. In the last line I move to 
strike out ‘3’’- and insert “41 cent.” Iam 
opposed to a high tariff upon dried apples. 
{Laughter.] I understand some people, per- 
haps in Ohio, eat them, and then take hot 
water to swell them fora filling meal. [Re- 
newed laughter.]:. A duty of 3 cents is more 
than. they ought to be called to bear, and I hope 
my amendment will be adopted. =- 

Mr. SCHENCK. I suppose, Mr. Chairman, 
it -will be. wholesome to know what we are 


3470 


doing. All of us do not always know, not 
having looked into the subject. Iwill state, if 
the Committee of the Whole will regard what 
I say, just what the effect is in reference to the 
present duty, and they will see what is pro- 
posed on each of these different articles. The 
present rate on dates is 2 cents per pound, the 
same as proposed in the bill. On Zante cur- 
rants, and prunes, and plums, the present duty 
is 5 cents per pound. 
of them are produced in this country, to lower 
the whole one half, so as to make the duty 2. 
cents per pound. Zante currants are the only 
commodity in which Greece, a country with 
which we are at peace, deals with us. There 
are large quantities of Zante currants imported, 


1! debate on this paragraph ; but as I see that my | 
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out “dried apples, dried peaches, and other 
dried fruits’? from the paragraph. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 1 should like to close 


| friend from Arkansas [Mr. Rocers) desires 


' the floor, I shall yield to him. 
+ Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Chairman, I agree with 


and the duty now is high in regard to the value | 


of the article, amounting almost to 100 per 
cent. 
not exactly currants, but a sort of small grape, 
growing in clusters, and which, when shelled 
off from the stem and imported, look like what 


we would call dried currants. They havethas : 
obtained the name of currants, and are known | 
On them, as | 
I have said, we have taken off one half of the | 
On raisins and figs the present duty is 5 | 


in commerce as Zante currants. 


duty. 
cents per pound, and we have reduced it to 3 
cents per pound. On dried apples, dried 


peaches, and other dried fruits the presentduty |, 


is 10 percent. I do not know what itis when 


made to a specific duty ; but we havein the bill `’ 


put them all ona specific duty of 3 cents per 


What are called Zante currants are ` 


We propose, as none ` 


the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. Asper] that 
these tropical fruits should be taxed at the 
rate he proposed, of 4 cents per pound. I de- 
sire, however, to strike out from the paragraph 
‘ dried apples” and ‘‘dried peaches,” these 


being staple articles used by the great mass of — 
i the people of the country, and not being im- | 
ported into this country, as I understand, or :: 
if they are imported, only in very limited quan- : 
‘Therefore, the rate proposed to be put : 
upon them by the committee would simply . 
amount to a prohibition upon the foreign im- | 


tities. 


_ portation. ł am not aware, however, that 
' dried fruits of this description are actually 


:. imported into this country, and I would inquire 


of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means if such is the case? 

Mr. SCHENCK. There is a small importa- 
tion of dried apples. We found them in the 
existing tariff, rated at 10 percent. Weknew 
that they were produced in this country, and 


these articles together when we were proposing 


‘| to lower the rates on these other articles which 


pound. Here alone is where we meetwithany- | 


thing which we produce ourselves. We do pro- : 


duce in large quantities dried apples, dried 
eaches, and some other dried fruits, such as 


from Massachusetts { 

interest. [Laughter.}] Taking the whole par- 
agraph, we have considerably reduced the duty 
with a view of bringing these things not pro- 
duced in this country within the reach of our 
people who wish to use them. We believe we 
put the duty high enough when we put it at 3 


cents per pound on dried apples and dried | 


peaches, which are produced in this country. 
(Here the hammer fell. ] i 
-© Mr. ASPER. I move to amend the ameénd- 
ment by striking out #1” and inserting “4.” 
I protest in the interest of revenue against the 
proposed reduction of duty on these articles, 
from which during the last fiscal year wereceived 
a revenue of $2,538,423 91. ‘The committee, 
however, have added to the list, as itnow stands 
in the existing tariff, ‘‘dried apples, dried 
peaches, and other dried fruits.’’ ‘These dried. 
apples, dried peaches, and dried fruits, which 
we raise in this country and manufacture here, 
I think should be stricken out from the para- 
graph, so that it shall include simply these 
articles which are imported and which we do 
not raise in this country. And it seems to me 
that if we make the duty 4 cents—the present 
duty being 5 cents—we shall still have a slight 
reduction, and we will have nearly as much 
revenue as we have now, and perhaps, by an in- 
crease of importation, quite as large a revenue. 
These are articles which are only to be found 
on the tables of the rich and wealthy. The 
fig, the raisin, the currant, &c., are luxuries 
used by the rich. And, I ask, are you going 
to reduce the duty on these articles ? Are you 
going to take from them the taxation which is 
necessary for revenue and place it on articles | 
which enter into the consumption of the family 
of every poor man in the land? Ft seems to me 
that if we are going to raise revenue, if that is 
the object to be kept in view in the provisions | 
of this bill, then we ought, asa matter of course, 


to keep the duty on these articles nearer the !: 


amount it now is than the Committee of Ways : 
and Means have proposed. We know how : 
much the present rate will produce. We know ` 
that it rans up inte the millions, aud we ought 
to endeavor to keep the revenue from such | 
articles at the same figure. I am in favor of | 
having the duty fixed at 4 cents, and then, if 

the committee agree with me, we can strike | 


are imported from the various countries which 
produce them, being fruits which we do not 
produce. 

Now that I am up, I may mention that there 
' ig a large importation of the articles included 


e |! in this paragraph. From Zante currants alone 
ried whortleberries, in which the gentleman |: 
Mr. Butier] takes an | 


last year more than one third of a million, 


largely for exportation. We have abundance 


it 24 cents instead of 5 cents, it will not only 
not decrease the revenue, but will perhaps 
increase it. ` j 

Mr. ROGERS. On the explanation which 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means has given I am willing to accept the 
rate of duty proposed by this bill on those arti- 
cles. But I must insist that the rate on the 
dried fruits which I have mentioned should be 
reduced to 1 cent, or that those articles should 
be stricken out from the paragraph altogether. 


he can make a motion and let us have a vote 
upon it. 
graph do now cease. 

he motion was agreed to. 

The question was put on Mr. Asper’s amend- 
ment to the amendment, to strike out ‘'1’” 
and insert “4.” i 

The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Rocers, to strike out ‘3 ” and insert ‘1. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


On fruit juice, or fruits preserved in their own 


pickled fruits put up in jars, bottles, or other pack-. 
ages, shall pay duty on the entire cost, including 
packages. 

Mr. ASPER. Iunderstood that there was an 
amendment pending, moved by the gentleman 


| been read. - 


from: Arkansas, [ Mr. Roesrs,] to strike out 
the. words ‘‘ dried apples and dried peaches.’’ 
Ifthat amendmentis not pending I now moveit. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’samend- 
ment comes too late. The next paragraph has 


No amendment being offered to the para- 
graph, the Clerk. read. the next paragraph, as 
follows : 


- On potatoes; 15 cents perbushe}. ~ 
Mr. PETERS. I move to amend by strik- 


we desired to simplify the tariff by putting all | 


i nearly $400,000 of duty were obtained—this ` 
| fruit being almost the entire production of one | 
| country, almost the only thing they produce ; 


of information from there, and are satisfied that || 
i; if you put the duty down one half, and make 


- Mr. SCHENCK. Ifthe gentleman chooses | 


I move that all debate on this para- ` 


juice, 25 per cent. ad valorem, preserved in spirits , 
or brandy, $2 per gallon; preserved in sugar or | 
molasses, and all other sweetmeats, 35 per cent. ad : 
valorem: Provided, That all preserved fruits and : 


ing ont‘! 15” and inserting ‘' 25.” The present 
rate is 25 cents, and the Committee of Ways 
and Means have gone into a small-potato tusi- 
ness, to the injary of my State, in attempting to 
reduce it to 15 cents per bushel. I wish to say 
l| that the whole of this bill down to this item has 
| been in its imposition of rates substantially a 
` slap in the face and eyes tothe interests of the 
State of Maine, and that this is the first item, 
| in which any protection can be given to my 
section of the country, of the items in which it 
| can receive under any circumstances protection 
at all. I will say further that there is not an item 
in the whole range of the tariff in which my sec- 
tion of the country has an interest on which 
this bill does not lower the rate below what it 
isin the existing tariff. Now, sir, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means ask that the 25 cents 
duty on potatoes shall be reduced to 15 cents. 
These are the produce of New Brunswick and 
the produce of Nova Scotia. And I put the 
inquiry to this House in the first place, will 
you strike down this duty for the benefit of the 
people of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia who 
were such bitter opponents of ours during the 
war? Will you strike it down for the benefit 
of those provinces which have upon their bor- 
ders ships of war to keep off our humble fisher- 
men from fishing along the shores, where they 
have a right to fish according to the American 
construction of the treaty of 1787? The argu- 
ment before the committee, as I understand, 
was this: that the only way to get the annex- 
ation of the provinces is by giving them this 
soothing treatment in the form of rates of duty 
under which they can introduce their produc- 
; tionsintothis country. Why, sir, we abrogated 
‘ reciprocity ; this House has pronounced against 
; it; the country has denounced it. And now are 
you to restore it by pieces, first on this article, 
then on another, and then on something else? 

‘This is an important interest in the State of 
Maine. The present tariff is not a prohibit- 
. ory one. We get $50,000 of revenue anrually 
| from this article. We get more upon this item 
than we do upon copper, and about the same 
as we do upon lead. And this is an import- 
ant question, because it enters into the race 
of labor between the State of Maine—looking 
at it from my stand-point—and the provinces 
adjacent to it. While our people are taxed 
in all sorts of ways, the people there are not 
heavily taxed ; and labor with us wants more 
to live upon than laborinthe provinces. Labor 
with us is intelligent, supports schools, sup- 
ports churches, wears good clothes. But in 
the neighboring provinces they do not care for 
schools; they hate taxation as the devil does 
holy water, and care little about churches, 
and still less about schools. And labor is a 
good deal cheaper in the provinces of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia than it isin Maine. 
Now, while we pay all sorts of taxes, internal 
and external, I would like to know the propriety 
of having the duty on this item of potatoes cut 
. down from 25 to 15 cents a bushel. Potatoes 
with us are worth from 40 cents to $1 40 a 
bushel, according to the year and to the time 
of year. Here is where you touch the farm- 
ers of Maine, if we have any farming there. 
This is the only production of the farmers of 
Maine that is exported from the State of Maine 
to other States. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. That is 
a mistake. How about hay? 
i: Mr. PETERS. I am not mistaken. We 
: export very little hay. We buy more than we 
| export, and we buy i$ from the provinces. 
: We also buy wheat, oats, and barley from 
| Canada and New Brunswick, on which you 
have steadily increased the duties to-day. I` 

make this appeal for the poor, shriveled farm- 

ers of Maine, {laughter, ] because they are poor , 
i| indeed. We have not much wealth there. 
| What little we earn in Maine Boston sucks 
| out of us, [laughter;] and Boston is Massachu- 
|! setts. I appeal to the House, on these consid- 
| erations, to keep the duty on potatoes at 25 
iÍ cents a bushel. 


| 
| 
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Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. - I rise to 
oppose the amendment. Many years ago, and 
not a great many either, the price of potatoes 
in Maine and Massachusetts was 15 cents a 
bushel. When I was at college in Maine I 


happened to know that potatoes were a shil- 


ling a bushel always in the fall. Now, having | 


a protection of over 100 per cent. on those 
prices, I agree that they are sometimes as high 


as 


be only 12 or 15cents. The potato is the food 


I 


l 


40 and 50 cents, at times when they should | 


of the poor man, the mainstay of the poor . 
man, and I am not for raising the duty upon | 


that article of food. I do notyield to the argu- 
ment that we are to pat on this duty as a retal- 
iatory measure against New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and New- 


war. Noraidscame from there. No confed- 
erate cruiser could ever enter a port at Prince 


their stations, the 


People of Nova Scotia sym- 
pathized with us. 


n all for protecting the interests of the poor man. | 


is interested, that grand old State, lying away | 
up there in the northeastern portion of this 
Union, comes here askitig for a little protection | 
upon her potatoes, and we find the city of Bos- | 
ton coming in here and resisting it, which is | 
the most surprising part of it? As the gentle- 
man from the Bangor district [Mr. Perers] 


reached in this bill which affects the people 
of the State of Maine. The gentleman {rom | 


Maine says potatoes are used by the poor; that `. 


they are the food of the poor. Well, we are | 


'. The poor man plants potatoes, the poor man | 
- hoes potatoes, the poor man digs potatoes, and | 
‘ sometimes heraises mighty poor crows of them. | 

foundland because of their course during the : 


Mr. CREBS. And on very poor land, too. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I was in the State 


= of Maine some two years since and traveled ' 
Edward Island, where we get a very large ` 
roportion of our potatoes from, or of New- | 
oundland. Outside of the British port of 

Halifax, where the British army and navy have | 


dians, the Dominion; and Nova Scotia is now | 


trying to get out of the Dominion, and New- 
foundland and Prince Edward Island have 
both refused ever to join it. 

But, sir, I leave that wholly outside, as I do 
the idea that Boston ‘‘sucks’’ anything of 
‘Maine. Why, sir, a father in Maine says to 
his son, ** You have got a pretty poor inherit- 
ance here, my boy, but if you will only leave 
here and go down to Massachusetts there lie 
riches for you to enjoy.’’ That is the instruc- 
tion that every man in Maine gives to his sons, 
aud they come down into Massachusetts, and 

ow fat and rich, and Maine men are so plenty 
in Massachusetts that it was only the other 
day that the graduates from a Maine college 
held their annual meeting in Boston, because 
more of them resided there than could be found 
athome. So that I by no means agree to that 
argument. But I'am quite serious on the ques- 
tion of this immense protection on potatoes, 
for upon the actual cost of the article it is 
nearly 100 per cent. . 

When my friend from Maine [Mr. Peters] 
rose and moved to increase the proposed duty 
on potatoes, I was about to rise and move to 
decrease the rate to:10-cents per bushel. Sir, 
the potato enters into all our labor; it..goes 
into all our manufactures; it is of interest 
to the working man and working woman of 
New England. We go to the provinces for 
our potatoes, but not for our cereals. ‘We do 
not raise in New England enough of this staple 
article of the food of the poor man. Maine 
does not raise near enough of thisarticle forour 
use; she will not do it; she has more poy 
ble work in her lumber. forests; and I hope 
that this Congress will inaugurate measures to 
give her more profitable work in her ship-yards 
than she has in raising. potatoes. The only 
erop of. Maine that is of any profit is that of 
hay, for I am quite sure that 1 have seen. the 
wharves of Boston at certain seasons of the 
year covered with the pressed hay of Maine, I 
had supposed that hay was the most valuable 
crop of the State of Maine. And I think if 
my fiend from Maine [ Mr. Peters] will exam- 
ine the statistics of his State he will find that 
hayis the most valuable crop of Maine. It 
may be a failurein some years, but not often. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I. move to amend 
the amendment so as to make the duty 16 cents 
per bushel, We have just adopted an amend- 
ment increasing the duty on-oranges for the 
benefit of Florida. Ido not see why we should 
not benefit the State-of Maine as well as Flor- 

. ida, In Maine the potato is their all. They 
raise potatoes in Maine; they raise oranges in 
Mlorida. Let us serve.them all alike. - 

By this bill we have given protection to every 
conceivable manufacture and. mechanical in- 
dustry. Now, when we have reached that por- 
tion of this bill in which the State of Maine 


: l: Maine potatoes; they are the best I ever ate. 
ur enemies were the Cana- ; 


| 


| you to the house of some farmer in his district, 


mealy potatoes, which make the mouth of a 
| western man water merely to think of them, 


; one article of the glorious State of Maine which 
| is protected by the legislation of Congress. 
| am for the potato. 
Mr. PETERS. I rise to oppose the amend- | 


| FARNSWORTH. 


about a little with my friend from Bangor, 
(Mr. Peters.) I had an opportunity of test- 
ing the potatoes of Maine, and I cheerfully. 
bear testimony on this floor to the quality of 


Now, let us be a little generous and give pro- 
tection to the potatoes, which are the oranges 
of Maine, as we have given protection to the 
oranges of Florida. And when any of you ! 
members of this House visit the State of 
Maine my able friend from that State will take 


who will set before you some of these huge, 
although there is no water in the potatoes. 
And then he will point with pride to them as 
I 


ment of the gentleman, from Illinois, [Mr. : 


when potatoes could be purchased in Maine ' 
for 15 cents per bushel; but the crops of po- | 
tatoes of that day were not like the crops of : 
potatoes of to-day. Five bushels of potatoes | 
could then be raised where one is raised now. 

The labor expended by the farmer in cultivat- | 
ing a bushel of potatoes and getting it to Ban- 
gor pointed toward Massachusetts to be sucked | 


| in by that maelstrom which absorbs all the | 
labor, all the property, all the profits of Maine | 
to enrich Boston and its environs—the actual | 
|| Mr. HALE. I renew it. 


cost. of the labor necessary to raise a bushel 
of potatoes, if you allow the farmer but 25 


cents a day for the sweat of his brow, is 40 | 


cents. 

I know that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Butter] has taken some interest in 
one of the lower provinces, and has introduced 
measures looking to reciprocity. I know the 
argament has been used before the Committee 


of Ways and Means that the only way to bring |: 


in the shore or maritime provinces is by this | 
moderate system of taxation upon their pro- 
ductions. Now, I tell gentlemen that-those 
rovinces cannot be brought in in this way. 
They must have our markets. They pay us | 
now $7,000,000 of revenue. Without our mar- 
kets for their productions they must die - ~ 

Mr. KELLEY. Thatistrue. > 

Mr. PETERS. Theonly questionis whether 
they shall enjoy our markets with taxation or 
without taxation; for if they are to have our 
markets with taxation, then the result is annex- 
ation. But just 2s long as we feed them, just as 
long as we toll them, just as long as we give 
them the privilege of bringing the products of 
their untaxed labor in competition with the 
products of our taxed labor, they will hold off. 
Why, sir, before the reciprocity treaty of 1856 
the argument was—— 

Mr. NIBLACK. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. PETERS, Ihave no time to yield to 
thegentleman. Iseehis facetious countenance 
and F know that some fun would come if I 
would yield to him; but he must sit down for | 


) ; ; ‘national American family. 
| gays, this potato interest is the only interest, 
or at all events itis the first interest we have | 


I recollect very well, with the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Boruer,] <` 


the present. [Laughter.] In 1856 the argu- 
ment was, ‘‘If.we make the treaty with the 
| provinces it will bring about annexation ;’’ and 
while annexation was talked of the home Gov- 
| ernment was declared willing to let them go 
and become a part of our great and grand 
From the very 
moment we gave them the privileges of the 
reciprocity treaty not a word more was heard 
about annexation until the present time. 'To- 
day you hear ull through the provinces that 
same cry. Some of them are ready to wheel 
in. Are you now going to let them get back 
reciprocity in this nibbling way? Areyou going 
to let them import at low rates their large pro- 
duction of potatoes (because they raise them 
in immensé quantities) and afterward give them 
the same privilege with reference to lumber 
and other articles in which my constituents are 
i interested? . 

` A Memper. And coal. 

Mr. PETERS. I think the duty on coal is 

too high. Iam willing to feed them on coal. 
' (Laughter. ] 
Mr. KELLEY. Why feed them on either 
‘coal or potatoes? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. PETERS. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. BurLer] says that Maine can- 
not supply Boston with potatoes. Why, sir, 

| she can owersupply it. She can raise ten 
times more potatoes than she now raises if you 
will- give her proper protection against the 
Canadian laborers, who pay no taxes, whosup- 
port no schools, who go to no churches, and I 
might almost say who wear no clothes, for 
of all the mean-looking men I ever saw on the 
face of the earth, even in the streets.of Bos- 
ton, these Nova Scotians whom I have seen 
on some of the coasters are the meanest. Are 


'i you going to put the farmerof Maine on a level 


with such people? - 

Mr. BULLER, of Massachusetts. Yet you 
want to annex them. 

Mr. PETERS. Yes, I am in favor of bring- 
ing them in and improvingthem. Let Massa- 
chusetts suck them into her maelstrom. She 
has sucked from Maine almost our very life- 
blood. She sucks away even our population, 
! and among them she took the honorable gen- 
: tleman [ Mr.. BUTLER] from one of our colleges, 

and made him her boasted and best lawyer. 
| Bhe is a terrible sucker. [Laughter. ] . 
| [Here the hammer feil. ] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
amendment. 


I withdraw my 


Mr. Chairman, it 
| is very evident that the potato interest, whether 
of the State of Maine or elsewhere, unless per- 
: haps that of the province of New Brunswick, 
i was not represented before the Committee of 
! Ways and Means. ‘The potato interest of 
| Maine is not very important so far as its mag- 
i nitude ig concerned. It is nothing compared 
i with the great interests which have come bere 
and stayed here during the session, which have 
made atmospheres about: the Committee of 
Ways and Meansand about the Houseand about 
this Capitol. But it is an interest whichis of 
some vitality to those engaged. in raising this 
i product of the earth. -In one of the counties 


| in the district I represent, bordering on the - 


: Penobseot river; for years there has been à 
very considerable amount of this production 


| shipped from there to other portions:.of :the 


; United States. They have been shipped in 
i competition with the product of the province 
| of New Brunswick. The price has been raised, 
| but not from the duties, as intimated by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTEER,] but 
: as everything else has gone up. Now, sir, 
i these small farmers are only able by combin- 

ing together, three or four or half a dozen of 


| them, to load a vessel at our wharves and to 


: send it to Boston. These men wish to be pro- 
: tected if you keep on high protective duties on 
: other articles which they are compelled to use 
: and which are. produced elsewhere. We have 
| imposed high duties upon the shoes which they 

i wear in the fields when they:plant and hoe and 
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dig their potatoes, and those shoes which they 
buy are manufactured in the district represented 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Butter, ] and which manufacture is protected 
by a duty of from 35 to 40 per cent. These 


farmers, too, have to pay a high duty on all | 


the tools they use in hoeing and digging their 
potatoes. They have to pay duties on their 
shovels, and protection on iron manufactures 
in various other forms. 


If we are to continue ; 


| 
li 
7 


© matter, relatively speaking. 


to keep on these high protective duties, then - 


their labor also ought to be protected. 

It is not a large interest, Mr. Chairman, but 
it is an interest which comes home to these 
men. It is a little interest. It may sound 


like a free-trade argument, but it is one that . 


is used, that where you begin to protect you 
must continue to protect; but it isa legitimate 
argument here, where one interest is sought to 
be protected and gets protection, while the 
other gets the go-by. The duty proposed is 
not too much when compared with other du- 
ties which have been proposed, and I do not 
believe this committee will do the injustice to 
cut it down while the duty on almost every 
other article is kept up.. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me 
there can be mentioned no argument by any 
person in this House in favor of, protection 
which would warrant the imposing. of a duty: 
or tax on the potato. 


are two grounds upon which protective duties 
have been supported in this House.. The first 


is. that we must protect our. domestic manu- . 
factures while they are..acquiring the skill || 
necessary to compete with the accumulated | 


capital. and experience of foreign countries. 
Certainly no increase of skill is to be gained 
by the potato-raisers of Maine in consequence 
of any high duty we may impase. The other 
und on which high protective duties are 
justifiable is that it facilitates and encour: 
ages persons to engage in some new employ- 
ment. Now, the State of Maine does not 
want any more of her population to enter into 
agricultural pursuits, or to be encouraged in 
doing so by this increase of duty on potatoes, 
The State of Maine imposes her taxes to-day 
upon the agricultural portion of her people, aad 
excludes from taxation for ten years any per- 
eon engaged in mannfacturing pursuits, to the 
extent of the capital invested therein, Why 
shall Congress, then; impose a tax upon the 
poor Irish widow and orphan, and the lowest 
elass of laborers, by increasing, the duty on 
poari when Maine herself has imposed all 
er taxes upon the agricultural classes, exclud- 
ing those engaged in the manufactures from the 
burden? ; : a eae 
Now, Mr. Chairman, one. word in regard to 
the suggestion that Boston is sucking up the 
wealth and, population of Maine. 1 had an 
opportunity to examine the statisties profes- 
sionally in regard to this question, aud although 
I bave not.them in my bead, E challenge any 
gentleman from that State to.deny that while 
the foreign commerce of Boston has not beea 


retrograding but remaining stationary daring | 


the last ten years, that of Portland has been 
increasing and multiplying at the expense of 
Boston at a rate almost unparalleled in the 
commercial prosperity of the cities upon this 
contineat, ‘l'o-day the commercial prosperity 
of Boston is fading away as that of her new 
and promising rival, Portland, is assuming its 
piace: among the large commercial cities of the 
nited States. SE 

[Here the hammer fell. ] i 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw the amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I movetoamend theamend- 
ment by inserting 20 cents. Mr. Chairman 
this. is comparatively a very small matter; but 
still it illustrates very well a. principle which 
is applicable to all the productions, not only 
of the State of Maine, but of the whole farm- 


' tariff may be put upon potatoes; it is not felt | 


. they are called, men who advocate a revenue 


It is the food of the very , 
orest classes. It is the only alternative they | 
ave oftentimes from actual starvation. There | 


and to the friends of protection generally, that 


ing the product of the farmer, however small 


, “A mere tub to the whale,” and a very small 


| inhabiting Nova Scotia are. According to that 


i 
t 


| stand one of the specialties of the gentleman 
| is opposition ta rebels of all classes and. de- ||; 


| sentsthem to be, I have some curiosity to know |: 


tion. . 
| Mr. NIBLACK. I think we have got enough 


| ficient number of pupils to educate to loyalty, 


| would need some... 


ing community throughout the United States. 
I find, sir, that during the last year there were 
131,000 bushels of potatoes imported into the 
United States, valued at $80,000, and upon 
those we collected $32,000 of duty. I think, 
therefore, I am justified in saying that this 
matter of the tax on potatoes is a very small 
Bat, sir, it is a 
matter of some interest to the friends of this bill, 


they shall keep up the appearance of protect- 


the interest it is sought to be protected may 
be. Now, except in the border States touch- 
ing Canada, like the State of Maine, it is not 
of the slighest importance what amount of 


at all. And the only purpose in the world 
that it can serve is, that when free-traders, as 


tariff only, shall assail tue protection given to 
certain manufacturing interests, those protec- 
tionists may be able to turn round and say to 
the farmers, ‘‘ See how we protect your pota- 
toes and the other products of the farming 
interest of the country.’’ 

Sir, as one of the Representatives of the 
farming interest, I am unwilling to be bought 
off in this cheap way. And I desire here to 
say in my place that we regard all efforts of 
this kind, all efforts to give protection to wheat, 
corn, oats, and potatoes, as applicable to the |, 
whole farming interest of the United States, as 
being of the very slightest importance, and as 
no compensation at all for the taxes which we 
have to pay to support other great interests, 
and for which this is intended as a compensa- 
tion to us. , It is, to use a familiar expression, | 


tub at that. or 

But what astonished me most in the course 
of this discussion were some remarks of my 
friend from Maine, [Mr. Perers,} who at- 
tempted to make good his argument by telling 
us what an undesirable population these people 


gentleman, they are astupid sort of folks, who 
sympathized with the rebels during the war, 
a-clasa of men entitled to no sort of consider- 
ation at the hands of the American people. 
But before the gentleman got through he was 
telling us how we could get them to become 
annexed to the United States, and intimated 
that by a certain line of compulsion we could 
compel them to become annexed. I under- 


grees. Now, if these people in Nova Scotia 
were during the war such rebels as he repre- 


why he wants to have them annexed to the | 
United States. __ Di 
Mr, PETERS. Iwill tell the gentleman. 
If we took them and put them under proper || 
tutelage we would make them in time goo 
citizens and a valuable portion of our popula- 


tutelage on our hands at this time, and a suf- | 

without having any others brought in for that 

purpose. l 
Mr. PETERS., I would further say to the | 


gentieman that these people would not need so 
much reconstruction as we have had to pro- 


vide for the rebels of the South; but still they | 


Mr. NIBLACK. The gentlemen who would 
andertake this work of reconstructing this peo- || 
ple, unless they can be a little more successful 
with them than they have been with the people |. 


of the South, had better get out of this business | d 
‘of reconstruction altogether and turn their |; 


attention to something else. < nl 
Mr. SCHENCK. Is debate en the pending 
amendment exhausted? 


| Puarr] that he withhold his 


The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Then I move that all fur- 
ther debate on this paragraph shall cease. Í 


Mr. PETERS. Let me have one moment. 
Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that I think it ig 
very consistent in the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Burier,] whom we have seen 
at a fever heat about getting a tariff on the 
cotton which the farmer wears for his shirt, on 
the shoes which he wears, on all the woolens 
which he wears, and upon all the farming tools 
which he uses, articles every one or nearly 
every one of which the farmer of the State of 
Maine buys of Massachusetts, paying that State 
tribute and giving her profit upon them now 
and for half a century past—l! say it is very 
consistent in the gentleman now to turn around 
and refuse any protection to the State of Maine, 
when this small item is reached, one of the 
very few items in which the State of Maine is 
interested. When, afterall those items of this 
tariff have been gone over, and many others, 
fixing heavy taxation upon the farmers of our 
State—when, after having passed all those 
items, the gentleman now insists that there is no 
necessity for any duty on potatoes, [think I may 
repeat the remark I made some time ago that 
such a sentiment toward us is a little that of a 
sucker. And, Mr. Chairman, the question of 
potatoes, as large as itis, oras small asit may be, 
is a question before this committee to-night, 
from our standpoint between the Stateof Maine 
and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 


| with all the duties that the latter has got from 


hooks and eyes and hair-pins up to the largest 


"articles of machinery and the products of 
‘ machinery, I want to know whether the House 


will stand by us, the farmers of Maine, or by 
these gentlemen from Massachusetts ? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move to close debate on 
this paragraph, í l 

The motion was agreed to. 


' All formal amendments being withdrawn, 


the question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Peters, to strike out ‘15’’ and insert 
‘25; so that the clause should read, ‘‘ On 
potatoes, 25 cents per bushel.” . À 
. Mr. MeCARTHY. I wish to suggest to the 
gentleman from ‘Maine that he move to strike 
out the paragraph. That will leave the duty 
at 25 cents.a bushel. ae 
Mr. PETERS. No; I would rather see it 
before. my eyes... [Laughter, ] 
The amendment was agreed to, 
© Mr. PLATT. I move to insert immediately 
after this paragraph, ‘‘On peanats, 2 cents 
per pound.” ` a 
In explanation of this amendment I wish to 
say—— ae 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate on this para- 
raph has been closed. : ; 
r. PLATT. I ask unanimous consent of 
the committee that it be put in. 


i| - TheCHAIRMAN.. The gentleman can offer 


the amendment, but cannot discuss it. 
Mr. PLATT. Then I will withdraw it until 


q || the next clause ig read. 


` The Clerk read as follows: : 


|, On paddy, 1 cent per pound. 


Mr. PLATT. I now offer my amendment. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I would ask the gentleman 


'l to reserve his amendment until we dispose of 
|| rice; otherwise he will separate the different 


kinds of rice. 
Mr. PLATT. Very well; I will wait until 


: the next clause is read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

On rice, cleaned or uncleaned, 2 cents per pound, 
Mr. PLATT. I now renew my amendment. 
Mr. BUCKLEY. I desire to offer an amend- 

ment on the subject of rice before we leave the 


| paragraph. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. ` And so 


ol. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scneycx] to- 
suggest to. the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
amendment until 
the paragraph relating to rice should be. read. 
Mr. SCHENCK, Yes; until rice is dis- 
posed of. 
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Mr. PLATT. I fear that the gentleman from 
Ohio, before I can get an opportunity to offer 
this amendment, which is very important to 


my constituents, will move to close debate on 


this clause. 

Mr. SCHENCK. No; I do not propose 
anything of the kind, but the gentleman’s 
amendment relates to a new article, and the 
gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. Buoxtrr] rises 
to offer some amendment on the subject of 
rice, which has not yet been disposed of. 

Mr. PLATT. With the understanding that 
I shall have an opportunity to offer my amend: 
ment and explain it I will not press it now. 

Mr. BUCKLEY. In line five hundred and 
ten I move to insert after the word ‘‘ paddy”’ 


the words ‘‘and uncleaned rice;’’ so that it 
shall read: ‘f On paddy and uncleaned rice, 1 ` 


cent per pound.”’ 


The State of Georgia has no Representative 


upon this floor to look after her interests, but ; 
her citizens have some interests which we can- ; 


not ignore. I propose by this amendment to 
putin uncleaned rice at the same duty as paddy, 


and I do it for the purpose of moving to strike | 


out the next paragraph; soas to leave cleaned 
rice as it now stands, at 2} cents per pound. 


tion swift and sure, passed over that country.. 


The ditches were destroyed, the dikes opened, | 


and the sea let in onthe rice plantations. Since 
the war only about four tenths of the rice plant- 
ations have been worked. Therice plantations 


of alone Georgia would produce all the rice that ` 


this country can consume. In 1869 there were 


nearly 40,000,000 pounds of rice imported : 


into this country, worth $1,000,000, and afford- 
ing a revenue of $896,610 65. Now, with 
that large importation of rice I think we can 
afford to let the duty upon cleaned rice remain 
at 23 cents per pound, and make a reduction 
on these inferior articles of rice. I offer this 
amendment in behalf of a large class of our 
agricultural people of the South who are now 
seeking to provide themselves with homes.and 
with the comforts of life. This rice is mostly 
raised by the colored population of the South, 
who are adapted to its cultivation, who are less 
influenced by the malaria of those lowlands 
than the whites are. It is in their inter- 
est that I ask that this duty on cleaned rice 
shall not be reduced. . 

Mr. SARGENT, Willthegentleman permit 
me to salt him a question? - 

Mr. BUCKLEY. Certainly. 

Mr.SARGENT. I would ask the gentleman 
if the effect of his amendment would not be to 
reduce the garon rate of duty on rice? 

Mr. BUCKLEY. Not at all. It will be 
noticed by the returns that very little uncleaned 
rice is brought into this country, and still less 
uf The amendment I have proposed 
will keep the duty on cleaned rice about as it 
is under the present law, while the reduction 
it will make of the duty on uncleaned rice and 
on paddy will be very little, 

[Here the hammer fell. } l : 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. “When 
the mistake occurred ahont the peanuts of my 
friend from Virginia [Mr. PLATT] I was about 
rising to move to reduce the duty upon rice to 
1 cent per pound. Rice is another article of 
cheap food for the poorer classes of the South 
aud of the North; for the poorer classes of 
the entire country. Upon the showing of the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Bucxizy] the 
duty proposed here is almost at the rate of 100 
per cent., for he says that the revenue derived 
from $1,000,000 worth. of rice was almost 
$900,000. Indeed 2 cents per pound is equal 
to 100 per cent. ad valorem. 

Now, if the manufaeturers who have to stand 


30 much of the obloquy of this bill, if there is 


any obloquy attached to it, should ask for a 
Protection af 100 per cent., what would be 
said? I wish to call the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Maine {Mr. Parers] and others 
to the fact that I have not asked for any in- 
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‘| of the crop, and as soon as the crop is secure | 
The war nearly destroyed the rice planta- | 
tions of the South. War, which means destruc- | 


crease of duty in favor of the manufacturer. I 
have been steadily at work, whenever I could 
see cause to do so, endeavoring to bring down 
the tariff to what I believe to be the necessities 
of labor and of life. It is true, as the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Bucxtry] says, that 
most of the rice in this country is raised by 
negro labor, but not by negroes as proprie- 
tors. It is raised by negroes as hired laborers 
in the unhealthy rice fields and swamps. This 
duty is one imposed wholly in the interest of 
the capitalist against the laborer. I for one 
will not consent to tax a staple article of the 
food of the poor 100 per oent., as 2 cents per 
pound on rice would be. — 

Mr. BUCKLEY. Will the gentleman allow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? ' 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. BUCKLEY. Rice is raised by negroes 
usually on shares. ‘They take their pay in | 
shares, and the amount of their wages 18 gov- | 
erned by the price of rice. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Yes, the 
shares a man would get out of a flint by skin- 
ning it. I understand thoroughly that matter | 
of shares. They are hired to be paid in shares 


they are hunted off by dog and gun. Now, 
sir, this duty upon rice is in favor of capital 
against labor, and against cheap food, and as 
such it never shall have my vote. 


cleaned and uncleaned. 


\ amendment so as to reduce the duty one tenth : 


| large interest in this country in rice. 


' the world, unless it may be the Indies, with 


of 1 cent per pound. This is another instance 
in which we have not been able at least to sat- 
isfy all parties, if any, in an attempt to lower 
the rate of duty. I admit that there is a very 


it to be borne in mind that we can supply all 


rice from this country. No rice is imported 
on the Atlantic coast from foreign countries ; 
we get all we use from our own southern States. , 
Rice is imported on the Pacific coast, partic- 
ularly since the influx there of the Chinese 
population, of whom it is, as is well known, a | 
staple article of food. The present duty upon ' 


paddy is 1} cents per pound; reducing that to | 
an ad valorem standard it is a very high rate | 
of duty, because the value: of paddy, in 1868 ʻi 
poande, or | 

| for defense. 


at least, was only 90 cents the 100 


nine tenths of 1 cent per pound, and it ip, per- 


haps, even less than that now. It’ certainly | 
| test against these cowardly assaults upon unof- 
| fending people, who are not able to protect 


would bear the reduction of duty which we 
have proposed, to 1 cent per pound. ; 
+ We have been told that thete is no distinction 
between paddy and uncleated rice which would 
require the ‘provision contained in the next 
paragraph, ‘On rice, cleaned or uncleaned,’’ 
&c. Now, the fact is,that: there is a large 
amount of rice imported into this country; es~ 
pecially by one large Chinese house, under the 
pretense that itis uncleaned rice, when in fact 
it is to. all intenté and pufposes cleaned tice. 
In order to prevent this imposition: practiced 
at the custom-house, we aré-driveh, ‘as the 
gentlemen from California will’ understand 
from the character of the importation there, 
to designate paddy in ‘the first place rice in 
the hull, and then to.use the words cleaned or 
uncteaned as to rice itself, which is not paddy, 
which is not rice in the hull. We have there- 
fore put cleaned and uncleaned ricent the same 
Paes? 2 cents a pound, in order to head off that 
raud. : E S ie 
“This is a reductioa ef one half « cout an the 
present duty, which is 2} cents. In par] 
this reduction we have taken into consideratio 
the fact that the rice:crop before the wae was 
large, and the price low; and ever thon the 
duty afforded a very large: protection, if pro- 
tection be needed. We were willing to givé 
protection, which seemsto be considered neces- 
sary, to this product of the fialds of the South ; | 


bat surely those interested in this prodaction 
cannot ask much more protection than this. 


i: they are in their effect prohibitory. 
i some other members have come to the same 
n conclusion. 
‘. obtain revenue for the Government, and we 
I want | 


Taking 1868 as a standard—I have not the 
returns for 1869—the average value of rice was 
then 8$ cents a pound, while the duty was 24 
cents, making a protective duty of 82 per cent. 
ad valorem. Upon uncleaned rice, worth only 
1} cents a pound, the duty was 2 cents—more 
than 100 per cent. We now put all rice in one 
category at 2 cents instead of 24, leaving paddy 
to be reduced in still greater proportion—from 
1} cents to 1 cent. ‘here might be some rea- 
son for reducing this duty below that which the 
Committee of Ways and Means propose; but I 
do not think there can be any need on the part 
of the rice-growers themselves for making the 
duty higher. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. ROGERS. Iriseto oppose the amend- 
ment of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. I think, with the lights 
before me, that we ought'to look at this sub- 
ject carefully before we come to any conclu- 
sion. If there is no considerable amount of 
rice imported into this country, then it seems 
to me a duty of 2 cents a pound will amount 
to a prohibition upon the importation. I am 
not very familiar with the rice-fields of the 
South, and am not prepared to say whether 


: there is or is notany considerable quantity of 
| rice imported, but I take it that there is a great 
: deal; and therefore, as I have remarked, we 

And when- ! 
ever I have the opportunity, I will move to | 
reduce the duty to 1 cent per pound on rice, |, 


should be very careful in fixing the rate of duty. 
I have looked at this tariff question from the 
time this bill was first brought up in this House 


‘| until now. My attention has been attracted to 
Mr. SCHENCK. I move to amend the | 


many articles the duties upon which in my view 
preclude entirely the idea of a tariff, because 
I think 
Our object is, or should be, to 


may defeat this object by these practically pro- 


|; hibitory duties. 


I am not prepared to say that I shall not 
concur in the recommendations of the Commit- 
tee of Waya and Means upon this subject,° 
taking it for granted that they have more in- 
formation on the question than Ihave. I regret, 
however, that in the course of this debate the 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
BUTLER, ] true to his instincts, cannot let the 

oor, downtrodden people of the section which 
represent rest in quiet. Whatever the ques- 
tion before the House he muat hurl his thunder- 
bolts of wrath against those who are powerless 
In the name of the American 
people, and in behalf of all that is right, I pro- 


themselves against the attacks of such an 
enemy as the gentleman from Massachusetts 
manifests himself to be on this floor. Sir, itis 
unkind, it is inconsistent with the character of 
a brave man, it doei not accord with the view 
which I have been disposed to adopt of the 
eharacter of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
for him, whenever we are discussing on this 
fidor'a proposition of this kind, to intimate 
that the poor negro of the South is regularly 
cheated out of his wages by those who hire him. 
Such a charge is unkind and unjust to the 
peeps of the South, and it is untrue in fact. 
‘cannot see, if we are to have peace and 
quietness in this country, why men abould 
come into this House and throw these fire- 
brands abroad for the purpose of keeping up 
dissensions among our people, aa has been 
done by the gentleman from. Massachusetts 
[Mr. Burts] in the speech he has just made. 
1 protest againet it in the name of the people 
of this country. In the name of all that is 
good, I protest against it.. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentlemgn’s time 
has expired. - i : 
Mr. ROGERS. In conclusion, Mr. Chair- 
man, I say “‘ Let us have peace.” [ Laughter. ] 
Mr. SARGENT. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw his amendment, and I will 
renew it: — > ` a6 GEL 
Mr. SCHENCK. I will do‘so if the gentle» 
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man will move to close debate when he gets 
through. 

Mr. SARGENT. I renew the amendment 
pro forma. Mr. Chairman, I have recently 
not taken any part in the debate upon this 
tariff bill, and now rather reluctantly say a few 
words, because I thereby prolong the discus- 
sion. I wish to say to my friend from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Bucktey,} and other gentlemen 
who desire to change the bill in this respect, 
that the only part of the country interested in 


this and the following paragraphs are the | 


Pacific States. That is the only portion of the 
country which now imports rice. During the 


war there was some rice imported into the | 


Atlantic ports; but since the war that import- 
ation has entirely ceased. We are now ex- 
porting Carolina rice, but the cost of trans- 
porting Carolina rice to the Pacific coast is so 


great as to preclude any market for it there; - 


and we have therefore to depend for our sup: | 


ply on the rice imported from the East Indies, 
which we import to-day to the extent of 
40,000,000 pounds per annum. 

Now, in reference to the amendment pro- 
pose by the gentleman from Alabama, it will 


ave the effect to place uncleaned rice in the | 


same category as paddy, which it differs from 
altogether. Uncleaned rice is merely rice 
dusted, which may be cleaned by running it 


shucked or unhulled rice, requiring a careful 


process for its cleaning. It is necessary that | 


there should be a distinction made between ; 
paddy and uncleaned and cleaned rice, for the ; 


two latter are nearly the same, the uncleaned 


requiring only to be run through a fanning-mill ; 
Frauds have | 


to make it fit for consumption. 
been discovered at the custom-houses which 
this distinction is needed to prevent.. The tariff 
is reduced a little on each one of these items, 
and for one I feel like thanking the Committee 
of Ways and Means for this reduction of the 
tariff, so far favoring the people of the Pacific 
toast. I tell the gentleman from Alabama that 
the people of Georgia are not interested in the 
change proposed. It seems to me if the gen- 
tleman’s amendment had any effect at all in 
reference to the Georgia plantations the effect 
would be rather unfavorable than otherwise. 

In accordance with my promise to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, I now move that debate on 
this paragraph be closed. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I do not want the debate 
closed just now, as I have promised to give 
the gentlemen from Virginia an opportunity to 
explain his amendment in reference to peanuts. 

Mr. BUCKLEY. I withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PLATT. I move to insert after line 
five hundred and nine—for peanuts occupy the 
same relation to the agriculture of a portion of 
the southern States, particularly portions of 
Virginia and North Carolina, that potatoes oc- 
cupy to the agriculture of Maine, as both are 
planted and dug out of the ground—I move 
after line five hundred and nine to insert the 
following: 

On peanuts, unshelled, 2 cents per pound; on pea- 
nuts, shelled, 3 cents per pound. : 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I wish to 
have a vote on my amendment, to strike out 
62” and insert ‘‘1” in the paragraph in ref- 
erence‘to rice. 

The CHAIRMAN. The vote will be taken 
on the gentleman’s amendment. 

Mr. PLATT. This interest is an important 
one now. In a large part of Virginia and 
North Carolina peanuts are planted and culti- 
vated as potatoes are in Maine, and properly 
demand protection. They are now protected 
by a duty of 1 cent per pound, and we desire 
to increase it to 2cents per pound on unshelled 
peanuts and 8 cents on shelled peanuts. Those 
now imported come from Africa, and thus the 
industry of the country which I in part rep- 
resent is brought into competition with the 
cheap labor of Africa. We raise, sir, a very 
large quantity of this product in this country. 


‘| objection offered to the proposition I now sub- : 


i ) } come in competition with what we raise at the || 
through a fanning-mill, whereas paddy is un- || 


‘be raised in these States upon lands which 


! without an 


It ig one to which the attention of our people 
has been particularly attracted within the last 
two or three years. It is a product which can 


are ill adapted to the production of anything 
else. A large number of people who have 
been reduced, sadly reduced in circumstances 
by the war, and who have been unable to ob- 
tain thecapital necessary to engage in the pro- ` 
duction of other crops adapted to the country, 
are able to produce this crop. It has thus 
become, as I bato said, one of the most import- 
ant interests in our section of the country, 
and one of those for which protection is most 
desirable. Ihope, therefore, there may be no 


mit. The interest is one which, so far as I | 
am aware, comes into competition with no’ 
other. 

Mr. LOGAN. I agree with the gentleman 
from Virginia that peanuts ought to be pro- 
tected the same asanythingelse. ButI desire |; 
to offer an amendment to his proposition for 
the protection of a product of the newer parts 
of the country. In regions through which I 
have traveled, and in the part of the country | 
where I reside there are raised hazel-nuts, || 
hickory-nuts, black walnuts, and chestnuts. | 
There are large importations of these, which ` 


West, and I desire that some protection should || 
be afforded to them as well as to peanuts. 
Mr. PLATT. I desire to say in answer to | 
the gentleman from Illinois that peanuts are a 
product which does not grow naturally. They 
are cultivated and planted in precisely the same : 
way as potatoes are, and grow under ground. ` 
But these nuts which the gentleman desires to . 
have Bo are natural products, growing | 
abor. i 

Mr. LOGAN. It requires a great deal of 
labor to gather them, and a great many people 
make a living by it. In our part of the coun- 
try it is, for a portion of the year, the principal | 
business of a large number of people, and I | 
desire protection for them. 

Mr. MAYNARD. They are already pro- 
tected by a rate of 2 cents per pound. 

Mr. LOGAN. I beg your pardon; that rate 
applies only to filberts. 

r. MAYNARD. It applies to all nuts 
not otherwise provided for. oo 

Mr. STEVENSON. The provision referred 
to by the gentleman from Tennessee would 
cover peanuts. 

Mr. MAYNARD. No; there is a special 
provision for them, imposing a rate of 10 per | 
cent. 

Mr. COX. I desire to say a few words on 
this question. 

Mr. PETERS. Irise toa point of order. 
Weare all anxious to hear the. gentleman from ` 
New York on peanuts, but there is so much 
disorder that we cannot hear him. I desire to , 
hear what the gentleman has to say on so: 


a ee a subject. 

he CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen will please | 

preserve order. l i 
Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, the Committee : 


of Ways and Means and the Committee of the | 
Whole having allowed the peanut question to | 
be raised here for the purpose of keeping out 
what would give about half a million dollars | 
of revenue, and a rate which amounts to a pro- | 
hibition of the importation of foreign peanuts, ; 
and as I have shown that I have aspecial interest | 
in this question on the part of the consumer, 
I hopal may be heard for a few moments, if | 
not by myself, at least by a letter which I have | 
in my possession, and which goes a good deal | 
farther than showing that since the war the | 
peanut interest of North Carolina has been | 
adequately protected. Of course it was pro- 
tected during the war by lines of forts between || 
the North and South. As regards the African || 
trade in peanuts, I believe that it is demon- | 
strable, and that it was proved before the com- : 
mittee, that it would do no good to raise the | 
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‘| and place it on the free list. 


| other countries. 


i| country, 


tariff on this article. Though the peanut busi- | 
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ness may be considered a very small matter 
it is not confined entirely, as gentlemen know. 
to the mere eating of peanuts by the class of 
people I described a little while ago. They 
are used for oil and other purposes; and I 
should like, if there is time enough in the five 
minutes allowed me, to have a letter read, 
without naming the writer or the party to whom 
it is addressed. 
If the people in the South who raise these 
eanuts cannot do it without having a prohib- 
tory duty—if with all the advantages of soil, 
as has been stated on the other side, with all 
the advantages of cheap labor, they cannot 
raise this article, which enters very largely into 


commerce, without a degree of protection which 


amounts to prohibition—I think the better 
course would be to take off the duty altogether 
But, sir, they 
actually export peanuts from this country to 
I saw them consumed in 
Spain, in the bull-ring. They were being 
passed all round the ring. And these peanuts 
came from North Carolina. This, too, was 
in a country very near Africa. Nevertheless, 
the peanut industry of this country has so in- 
creased under the hot-house protection it has 
received that the raisers of these nuts can 
make money by raising them and exporting 
them abroad without the additional protection 
now asked for. I would like to have that letter 


‘' read if the House will listen to it patiently, for 


this is a more serious question than gentlemen 
suppose. ‘The fact is that this tariff business 
is made up of details. 

A MemsBer. Let the letter be read; your 
time will be up. 

Mr. COX. It will come in all right in my 
next five minutes. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I knew the gentleman 
ecg spread himself on this subject. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. COX. We have to get up a tariff by 
looking to details. I am not one of those gen- 
tlemen designated by the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Scuencx] as the ‘‘ pismires’’ or ‘ grass- 
popper of this House. Franghter. ] But I say 
to him that I would rather be a live ant—— 

Mr. SCHENCK. Than q dead uncle. [Great 
laughter. } 

r. COX. Than a megatherium or plesio- 
saurus of the old red sandstone formation that 
I spoke of the other day. (Laughter. ] 

Now, I ask to have the letter read. It is in 
the interest of the consumers, and also in the 
interest of the producers of North Carolina 
and Virginia. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


“I would therefore ask your attention to the rate 


‘| of duty on peanuts. Before the war this article paid 


a 10 per cent. ad valorem duty, and was then unable 
to withstand the competition in the fruit trade of 
the country with those raised in North Carolina and 
Virginia; but the rate of duty enabled a sale at low 
prices to the oil-crushers. During the war, and as 
understood at the time as a war measure, the duties 
were increased on nuts in the shell to 1 cent per 


:| pound, gold, or 32 cents per bushel, which import- 


ers were able then to pay, the receipts from the South 
being entirely cut off; but since the close of the war 


‘| the case has entirely changed. The production at 


the South has not only increased under what is vir- 
tually a prohibitive duty, but the quality of the 
southern nut is so much superior to the African as to 
supersede it in consumption, at a difference in price 
of upward of $1 30 currency per bushel of 32 pounds. 
Under these circumstances a return to the old rate 
of duty on nuts in the shell would not seem unrea- 
sonable; otherwise the abandonment of the trade 
seems inevitable. i 

“The trade between the United States and the 
northwestern coast of Africa isa valuable one to the 
as will be seen by the annexed statistics, 
from this port alone; and the outward shipments 
consist almost entirely of our domestic productions. 
And when it is taken into consideration that this 
trade is mainly a barter one, and peanuts the staple 
article in such exchange, and that the few brought 
during the last season have been reéxported or sold 
at a material loss to the importer, itseems but equit- 
able that such reasonable relief should be granted 
as to enable their import and sale for oil-erushing 
purposes and the full loading of the vessels home- 
ward, which have been compelled to return either 
in ballast or but partially loaded, the larger part of 
the proceeds outward going to Europe to the mani- 
fest detriment of American shipping and trade gen- 
erally, which I hardly think your committee desire 
or intend. 
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“T shall be most happy to impart an; other inferm- 
ation desired, or will come to Washington, if you 
deem such a course desirable. That some relief to 
facilitate the prompt return of fands must be had or 
the trade go into other channels is certain to all in 
the trade.” . 

Mr. PLATT. Allow me to make one state- 
ment in regard to the ad valorem duty of 10 per 
cent. I will simply say that 10 per cent. since 
the war and before it is 1 cent per pound, and 
there are 20 pounds to the bushel, and the 
average value of the product is $2a bushel. I 
ask that the duty may be raised to 20 per cent., 
or 2 cents a pound. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I moveto close all debate 
on the paragraph. 

The motion was agreed to. l 

The question was taken on Mr. PLATT’S 
amendment; and there were—ayes 60, noes 
30; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. PLATT and ` 


Mr. Cox were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes seventy-five, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. i 

The question recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, to strike out 
“2” and insert ‘‘1;’’ sothat the clause would 
read, ‘‘On rice, cleaned or uncleaned, 1 cent 
per pound.”’ 


The question was pat; and the amendment |: 


was rejected—ayes twenty, noes not counted. | 


The Clerk read as follows: 


On all timber not otherwise provided for squared 
sided, 1 cent per cubic foot. : 


Mr. STRICKLAND. I movethat the com- , 
mittee do now rise. i 


The motion was agreed to. S 


th ittee rose; and the Speaker `i A 
Be she commited: TORG r. Bý e peaker | under the tule, and referred tothe appropriate _ 


having resumed the chair, Mr. WHEELER re- | 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union had, according to order, ; 
had under consideration the state of the Union |, 
generally, and particularly the bill (H. R. No. |: 
1068) to amend existing laws relating to the || 
duty on imports, and for other purposes, and || 


had come to no resolution thereon. j 
GENERAL STEUBEN’S MONUMENT. | 


Mr. DAWES. & ask that the Clerk may 
read an invitation which has been addressed 
to the House. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


“WASHINGTON, D. C., May 12, 1870. 
Sir: We have been requested by the German asso- ‘| 
ciations of thiscity to cordially and respectfully invite 
you, and through you the honored members of Con- || 
gress, to be present at the laying of the corner-stone 
of General Von Steuben’s monument, on Monday, 
May 16, four p. m., in the Schützen park, on Sevent 
street. ` 
General Steuben having been one of the heroes 
of the war of independence, we confidently hope that 
the public service may allow an adjournment in time 
to participate in the festivities of the occasion. 
e are; sir, with great esteem, very respectfully, 
your obedient servants, 
8. WOLF, 


A. CLUSS, 
L. WALDECKER, 
Committee. 


‘| 
f; 


Hon. Jawes G. BLAINE, : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I wonder if | 
they have heard of our tax on lager-beer? 

Mr. DAWES. I move that the House accept 
the invitation. l 

Mr. SCHENCK. I would inquire of the | 
gentleman from Massacbusetts whether this | 
park is not out so far that it would take an hour 
or more to get there after leaving the Capitol, 
and if an acceptance of the invitation will not 
result necessarily in no business being done on 
Monday at all? 

Mr. DAWES. The exercises commence at 
four o'clock. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I know that; but we shall 


ve tostart from here between two and three 

O'elock to get there in time. _. 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not know how that would 

Perhaps I had better modify my motion 

a oo at a committee be appointed to 
attend. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I should like very much 


to go. Nobody hates work more than I do, 
but I have to do a great deal of it. 

‘Mr. DAWES. In accordance with the sug- 
gestion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
ScHENoK] I will modify my motion so that it 
will be that this House accept the invitation 
just read, and that the Chair be authorized to 
appoint a committee of five members to rep- 
resent this House on that occasion. . 

Mr. SCHENCK. I have no objection to 
that, if the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] is made the chairman of the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. PETERS. And have the rest of the 
committee taken from the free-trade side of 
the House. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. DICKEY. In that case we might get 
through the tariff bill before they get back. 

The motion of Mr. Dawes was then agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the 


‘| vote just taken; and also moved that the 


motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER announced the following 
members as the committee jnst authorized by 


the House: Henry L. Dawes of Massachu- | 


setts, Norman B. Jupp of Illinois, E. DEGENER 
of Texas, SamueL S. Cox of New York, and J. 


: LAWRENCE Gertz of Pennsylvania. 


Mr. BUFFINTON. I move that the House 


now adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to ; and accordingly |. from Iowa moves that the Senate disagree to 


' the amendment of the House of Representa- 


(at ten o’clock p. m.) the 


ousé adjourned 
until Monday next. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


committees : 


By Mr. BENJAMIN: The petition of John || 
C. Brookhart, late of company D; seventh | 


Missouri cavalry, for bounty. 


By Mr. BOYD: A petition of citizens of | 


Barry county, Missouri, praying for a mail ` SPENCER as the conferees on the part of the 


route. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Wright, La- | 
, clede, and Webster counties, Missouri, pray- |: 


ing for mail routes. 
By Mr. BURCHARD: A petition of 80 citi- 


: zens of Morrison, Illinois, in regard to duties 


on certain articles. 

By Mr. COWLES: A petition of citizens 
of Seneca and Wayne counties, New York, for 
a post route from Waterloo, Seneca county, 
hae York, to Clyde, Wayne county, New 

ork. 


By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of William | 
Wheeler Hubbeli, with a plan and proposition | 


to ventilate the House of Representatives. 

By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of John G. 
Harbottle and others, citizens of the city of 
Watertown, Jefferson county, New York, pray- 
ing Congress to pass a law allowing the import- 
ation of pig lead from foreign countries free of 


| duty. 


By Mr. McKENZIE: The petition of Matilda 
Barrett, of Fredericksburg, Virginia, grand- 


‘daughter of Captain James Barrett, an officer 


of the war of the Revolution, asking for relief. 
By Mr. PORTER: The petition of R. A. 


| Brunton, of Amelia county Virginia, praying 


that his legal and political disabilities, imposed 
by the fourteenth article of amendments to the 
Constitution, be removed. | 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 16, 1870. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. D. . ; ; 

The Journal of Friday last was read and 
approved. l 
WILLIAM B. LOONEY. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate the amendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the bill (S. No. 147) granting a 
pension to William B. Looney, of Alabama. 
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The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to strike out the words ‘‘on the 8th day 
of May, 1865,’’ and to insert in lieu thereof, 
after the word ‘‘ month,” the words ‘‘ from and 
after the passage of this act.’’ 

_Mr. SPENCER. I move that the Senate 
disagree to the amendment of the House, and 
ask for a conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. How shall the 
committee be appointed? 

Mr. SPENCER. By the Chair. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection it will be so ordered. 

The VICK PRESIDENT subsequently ap- 

ointed Mr. Spencer, Mr. HowELL, and Mr. 

RATT as the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 

REBECCA SHOEMAKER. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 


| ment of the House of Representatives to the 


bill (S. No. 846) granting a pension to Rebecca 
Shoemaker. 

The amendment was to strike out ‘ com- 
mencing the 7th of June, 1862,’’ and insert 
“ during her widowhood, from and after the 
passage of this act.” 

Mr. HOWELL. 


I make the same motion 


` in that case. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


tives and ask for a conference on the disagree- 


' ing votes of the two Houses. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. How shall the 
committee be appointed ? : 

Mr. HOWELL. By the Chair, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


| objection it will be so ordered. 


The VICE PRESIDENT subsequently ap- 
pointed Mr. HoweLL, Mr. Prarr, and Mr. 


Senate. 
CHARLES H. PENDLETON, 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate the amendments of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the joint resolution (S. R. No. 
96) to place the name of Charles H. Pendleton 
on the Navy Register as lieutenant commander, 


active list. 


The amendments were to strike out all after 
the name ‘‘ Charles H. Pendleton’’ and to add, 
‘Cand Richard P. Leary, lieutenants United 
States Navy, be placed upon the Navy Regis- 
ter as lieutenant commanders, active list, from 
the 12th day of August, 1869, with the pay of 
such rank from the date of their commis- 
sions;’’ so that it will read: 

That the names of Charles H. Pendleton and Rich- 
ard P. Leary, lieutenants United States Navy, be 
placed upon the Navy Register as lieutenant com- 
manders, active list, from the 12th day of August, 
1869, with the pay of such rank from the date of 
their commissions. 

And also to amend the title of the joint reso- 
lution so as to read: ` a 

A pont resolution to place the names of Charles 
H. Pendleton and Richard P. Leary on the Navy 
Register as lieutenant commanders, active list. 

_ Mr. DRAKE. I move the reference of the 
joint resolution, with the amendments, tq the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. ys OE 

The motion was agreed to. ` 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN... 


On motion of Mr. PRATT, it was 


Ordered, That Joseph R. Brown ha¥e leave to 
withdraw his petition and papers from the files of 
e Senate. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED.. 


The following bill and-joint resolutions were 
severally read twice by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on; Naval Affaire: .0-: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1619) to- restore: Robert 
Boyd, jr., to the active list of the Navy of the 
United States 5: - Pao tas oe 

 A-joint resolution (H, R. No. 80) for the 
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restotation of Captain Dominick Lynch, of the 
United States Navy, to the active list from the 
reserved list; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 128) allowing 
late acting Ensign George M. Smith a share 


in certain prizes captured by United States i Naan eat Willtdss Bank; of ONONO noant 
| 3 3 2 


steamer Aries; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 154) for the 
relief of Jane Dean Bishop; . 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 211) forthe set- 
tlenient of the accounts of Charles C. Upham, 
late paymaster in the Navy, deceased; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 285) in favor _ 
of Joshua Bishop, late liedtenant commander 
United States Navy. l 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Representa- ` 
tives, by Mr. Curxyrox Luoyp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had passed a joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 286) making an appro- | 
priation to pay the Government of Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland, in accordance with the award 
of the commissioners appointed under the treaty 
of July 1, 1863, to settle the claims of the 
Hudson Bay Company and the Puget Sound 
Agricultural Company, in which the concur- 
rence of the Senate was requested. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enrolled ; 
‘bills; and they were thereupon signed by the 
Viee President: i 

A bill (S. No. 546) for the relief of the minor 
children of Sylvester Dreyer; 

A bill (S. No. 759) granting a pension to 
John C. Abercrombie; and 

An act (S. No. 865) inereasing the pension 
of John Coonaa. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The joint resolution (H. R. No. 286) making 
an appropriation to pay the Government of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in aecordance with 
‘the award of the commissioners appointed 
under the treaty of July 1, 1863, to settle the 
claims of the Hudson Bay Company and the | 
Puget Sound Agricultural Company, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
-tee on Foreign Relations. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SAWYER presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Pleasant Hill, Lancaster county, South | 


Carolina, praying the abolition of the frank- ` 
ing privilege; which was ordered to lie on the |, 


: of Halifax, Virginia; of William A. Stephens, 


: Virginia; of John M. White, of Washington || 


i Cornelius Barnes, of Charlotte county, Vir- 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. E 


i county, Virginia, and of B. Walker, of West- | was referred the bill (S. No. 801) for the relief 


i| George P. Moore, of Edray county, West Vir- 


| of Bulkhead rock, and to establish permanent | 
| lights at Sassafras Field, Sabin Point, and at 


| abilities; which was referred tothe select Com- 
| mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 


table. li 


He also presented the petition of N. H. | P 
Wood, of Portage city, Wisconsin, praying for |, 


an increased and elastic volume of currency to 


the extent of $300,000,000 ; which was referred ; 
to the Committee on Finance. A 
Mr. DRAKE presented the petition of Mary || 


J. McMullin, praying the. refunding to her of 


‘certain moneys taken by the military authori- | 
ties during the war of the rebeliion; which ` 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. JOHNSTON. 


ginia, who represents that he-was the owner 
of a large farm near that town, and that Fed- 
eral soldiers under the command of Generals | 
-Hunter and Sheridan, when they passed through 
the valley, took and earried away from him 
nine valuable horses, all of his grain and pro- 


also wets forth that he never, by word, act, or | 
deed, aided or abetted the rebellion, but, on 
the other hand, he had uniformly denounced 

_- secession as an abominable political heresy and 

` rebellion as the madness of folly and wicked- 
ness. He therefore prays, that being a loyal | 
man and a friend tothe Union, he may be speed- 
ily compensated for the actual losses sustained 


the prayer of the petitioner will receive the 
favorable attention of the Committee on Claims, 
to whom I move the reference ofthis petition. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
James P. Jordan, of Isle of Wight county, 


Virginia ; of Thomas A. Gatewood, of Caroline 
county, Virginia; of Charles K. Tabberville, 


of Spottsylvania county, Virginia; of F. J. 
Barnes and of L. T. Barnes, of Charlotte 
county, Virginia; of J. W. Dunningford, of 
Lynchburg, Virginia; of Joseph D. Craig, of 
New Hope, Virginia; of James T. Porter, of 
Marion, Smyth county, Virginia; of J. Foot 
Haller, of Smyth county, Virginia; of E. S. | 
Keesling, of Rural Retreat, Wythe c-unty, 


county, Virginia; of Joseph W. Tubberville, 
of Halifax, Virginia, and of Richard B. Rich- 
ardson, of Botetourt county, Virginia, praying | 
the removal of their political disabilities; which |; 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petitions of William 
G. Williams, of Franklin county, Virginia; of | 


ginia; of John P. Bailey, of Westmoreland | 
moreland county, Virginia, praying theremoval | 
of their political disabilities; which were re- |i 
ferred to the select Committee on the Removal | 
of Political Disabilities. f 

He also presented the petition of F. W. Kel- || 
ley, Andrew Baldwin, and George Gose, in be- '! 
halfof Rev. John G. Greever, of Burks Garden, || 


- Virginia, praying the removal of his political |; 


disabilities; which was referred to the select || 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented a petition of cit- | 
izens of Rhode Island, praying the removal 


Guard Bed, so called, in Providence river; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce, 
Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of 
ginia, praying the removal of his political dis- 
Mr. HOWELL presented the petition of 
Oscar Malmbourg, late colonel of the fifty-fifth | 


Illinois infantry, praying an increase of pen- 
sion ; which was referred to the Committee on | 


easions. ` 
Mr. FLANAGAN presented the petition of | 


‘Stephen H. Darden, of Seguin, Guadalupe |; 


i 
| 
1 


| Affairs. 


by him. I know him personally as a man of 
: high standiug and aon character, and I hope | 


county, Texas, praying the removal of his ' 


| son county, North Carolina, andof W. A. Dan- 
visions, and entered his dwelling and broke and | 
destroyed and carried away many articles of || 
roperty and some family relics of great value, | 

- leaving him withoat the necessaries of life. He | 


political disablities; which was referred to the 

select Committee on the Removal of Political . 

Disabilities. 
Mr. POOL 


resented the petitions of John : 
D. Hyman, of 


enderson county, North Caro- : 


lina; of W. H. Royster, of Pearson county, | 
i I present the memorial |, 
of David Fultz, of the town of Staunton, Vir- | 


North Carolina; of B. Jones, jr.,. Ashbe . 
North Carolina; of W. H. Hughes, of Lenoir ' 
county, North Carolina; of T. W. Slocumb, of $ 
Wayne county, North Carolina; of Cicero I’. - 
Lowe und Henry. Watson, of Davidson county, |, 
North Carolina ; of Nathaniel Kelsey, of Madi- :: 
iel, of Halifax county, North Carolina, praying ; 
the removal oftheir political disabilities; which ; 
were referred to the select Committee on the | 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 
Mr. FENTON. I-present the petition of » 
Margaret C. Bell, asking that Congress appro- ii 
priate for her use a sum equal to one year's 
pay of rear admiral of the Navy. She isthe | 


; widow of Rear Admiral H. H. Bell, who was | 


Al 
ii 


il 


drowned at Osaka harbor while commanding 
the squadron in Japanese waters in 1868. l 
move its reference to the Commi'tee on Naval |; 
‘| 


The motion was agreed to. 


li 


Mr, VICKERS prevented the petition of 
“The Universal Decimal Weight, Measure 
and Coinage Association of the United States,” 
asking a simple, uniform decimal system of 
money ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Pen. 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of 


i George W. Thomas, praying to be allowed a 
i pension, submitted an adverse report thereon ; 


which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. PATTERSON, from the joint select 


| Committee on Retrenchment, to whom was 
‘referred the bill (S. No. 788) to repeal all exist- 


ing laws authorizing transportation and export- 
ation of goods, wares, and merchandise in bond 
to Mexico, overland or by inland waters, and 
for other purposes, reported it without amend- 
ment, | submitted a report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on Pen- 


i sions, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 


524) explanatory of an act entitled “ An act 


| to continue half pay to certain widows and 
| orphans,’’ approved February 3, 1853, reported 


adversely thereon, and méved its indefinite 


' postponement; which was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


of certain surviving widows of the revolu- 
tionary war, reported adversely thereon, and 
moved its indefinite postponement ; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Florence O’ Brien, 
of company A, fourth New York infantry, 
praying to be allowed a pension, reported 
adversely théreon, and asked to be discharged 
from its farther consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was recommitted the bill (S. 
No. 623) to grant a pension to Celia Tweed, 
reported adversely thereon; and it was indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Martha Sisson, 


| widow of Lewis Sisson, Mate of company L, 


first regiment New York veteran cavalry vol- 
unteers, of Unadilla, New York, praying that 
she may be granted a pension, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration; 
which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 


: was referred the petition of John Haley, pray- 
: ing to be allowed a pension, asked to be dis- 


charged from its further consideration; which 
was agreed to. , 
Mr. THAYER, from the Committee on Mil- 


"itary Affairs, to whom were referred the bill 
` (S. No. 910) for the relief of John E. Wheeler 


and the joint resolution (S. R. No. 142) for 
the relief of William M. Kimball, reported 
them without amendment. 

Mr. McCREERY, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. 


Toned, and John A, Pledger, of Tyrrel candis | R, No. 1339) for the relief of Maria Lea, 


ported it without amendment. 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committce on 
blic Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 566) to make a grant of land to aid 


in the construction of a railroad in the Terri- 
tory of Dakota, reported it with amendments. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. VICKERS asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (3. 


` No. 919) to prevent an appropriation therein 


named from lapsing because ot delay in adjust: 
ment; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. HOWE asked,.and by unanimous con: 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
920) for the relief of Joha Wilson ; which waa 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
- Mr, STOCKTON asked, and by unanimous 
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consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 197) giving the consent 
of Congress to the reception of a certain 
bequest by the State of New Jersey under the 
will of the late Edwin A. Stevens; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 


inted. 
Pr. SPRAGUE asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 921) granting jurisdiction to the Court of . 


Claims in a certain cause involving the use of 
a patent; which was read twice by its title, 


i: Secretary of the Interior that any twenty continu- 
: ous miles of said road is completed, then a quantity 


referred to the Committee on Claims, and | 


ordered to be printed. 
LIGHTS IN PROVIDENCE RIVER. 
Mr. SPRAGUE submitted the following 


resolution ; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


: the section will read as follows: 


` company shall be disposed of by the said company 


' pleted within six years from the passage of this act 
i then no further sales shall be made, and the lands 
. unsold shall revert to the United States Government. 


Resolved, That tho Committee on Commerce refer © 


tothe Light-House Board 


for report the petition | 


for removing Bulkhead Rock, and to establish per- | 
manent lights on Field Point, Sabin Point, Sassa- | 


fras Field, at Guard Bed, so called, in Providence 
river. 
DECATUR AND ABERDEEN RAILROAD. 


© read: 


Mr. SPENCER. I ask unanimous consent . 


of the Senate to call up at this time Senate bill 
No. 268. I think it can be passed at once 
without debate. It is a bill making a grant of 


lands for a railroad from Decatur to Aberdeen. ' 


Mr. POMEROY. There are several bills 


reported from the Committee on Public Lands || 


that I should be glad to have considered. The 
Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Ramsey] has 
asked me to call up one bill which has already 
been read. If the Senate can consider those 


have the bill to which the Senator from Kan- 
sas refers taken up at this time. 


Mr. SPENCER. I hope the bill to which I | 


have referred will be taken up now. I appealed 


to the Senate first, and my request is first in | 


order. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator | 


from Alabama asks unanimous consent ta take 
up the bill mentioned by him. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

By unanimous consent, the bill(S. No. 268) 
granting public lands in the States of Alabama 
and Mississippi to the Decatur and Aberdeen 
Railroad Company tg aid in the construction 


ofa railroad to be built from Decatur, Alabama, | 


to Aberdeen, Mississippi, was considered as 
in Committee ofthe Whole. = =. | 

The Committee on Public Lands reported 
the bill with amendments. The first amepd- 
ment reported by the committee was in section 
one, line seven, after “Alabama,” to strike 
out the words ‘‘ to Aberdeen”’ and insert ‘‘to 
a point on the State line of Mississippi in the 
direction of Aberdeen ;’’ and in line ten to 
strike out ‘‘ either’? before “side” and insert 
“each;’’ so as to read: 


That there be, and is hereby, granted to the Deca- 
tur and Aberdeen Railroad Company, a body-cor- 
Rorate, created and existing under the laws of the 

tate of Alabama, for the purpose of aiding in the 
construction of a first-class railroad, to be t 
Decatur, Alabama, to a point on tho State line of 

ississippi, in the direction of Aberdeen, in the 
State of Mississippi, every alternate section of land 

esignated by odd numbers for six sections in width 
on each side of said road. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


_The next amendment was in section two, 
line four, after the words ‘to say,” to strike 
out the words “that a quantity of land not ex- 
ceeding one hundred and twenty sections for 
said road, and included within a continuous 
length of twenty miles of said road, may be 
sold, and.” , 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY. There should be another 
amendment there confining it to the conterm- 
1nous sections, 

a SPENCER. That is the next amend- 
ment, 

The next amendment was in section two, 


uilt from’ 


` herein appropriated shall not be sold except to ac- 


' and so on, from time to time, until the said road is 


. A ' road shall be a public highway, and car 
bills I shall be glad to have them considered i able rates all United States troops and 
': stores 


now. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I should like very much to - 


! be prescribe: 


line nine, to strike out the word ‘another’? 
and insert the word ‘‘a;’? and in line eleven, 
after the word ‘‘miles,’’ to insert ‘‘ and con- 
terminous with the completed portion of the 
road.” 
Mr. POMEROY. How will it read then? 
The SECRETARY. If amended as proposed 


That said lands hereby granted to said railroad | 


only in the following manner, that is to say: when 
the Governor of the said State shall certify to the 


of land not exceeding one hundred. and twenty sec- 
tions of the land herein appropriated, and included 
within twenty continuous miles, and conterminous 
withthe completed portion of the road, may be sold; 


completed; and if the said road shall not be com- 


Mr. POMEROY. That is right. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the proviso at 
the end of the second section, to strike out 


to a Territory; but where company is regu- 
larly organized and has got a status we some- 
times give the lands to the company and not 
to the State. They are usually given to the 
State, however, in trust for the company. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then there is a novel 
provision in regard to allowing the company to 
make up the deficiency. ` 

Mr. POMEROY. Withina prescribed limit. 

Mr. SHERMAN. By this bill that is ex- 
tended to thirty miles—fifteen miles on each 
side of the road. I am perfectly willing to 
grant to this company the usual and ordinary 
facilities for building a railroad. We arecom- 
mitted to that policy, and I feel disposed to 
adhere to it. 

Mr. SPENCER. If the Senator will allow 
me, I will state that this bill is in the usual form 
of all the bills passed this winter, as it is now 


' amended. 


the word ‘‘all,’’ in line seventeen, so as to ` 


Provided, however, That tho agricultural lands ` 


tual settlers at a price not to exceed $2 50 per acre, 
and in tracts or lots not exceeding one hundred and . 
sixty acres to any one individual. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section four, 
line two, after the word ‘‘carry,’’ to strike out 
tt free of toll or charge’’ and insert ‘tat rea- 
sonable rates;’’ so as to makethe section read: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Thatthe said rail- 

at reason- 
H, nited States 
munitions, &c., pertaining to the same; also, 
that the said road shall carry the United States mail, 
subject to such regulations as may by act of Congress’ 


cribed; and, in absence of such legislation, 
the mail may be carried under: any arrangement - 


Postmaster General. 
The amendment was agreed. to, 


Mr. POMEROY. There should have been | 
a proviso reported with the bill excepting all | 


-mineral lands from the operation of the bill. : 


That was left out accidentally. Mincral lands 


| should be excepted from the provisions of the : 
act, but I see they are not excepted. I there- - 


fore, move.that proviso ; 
Mr. SPENCER. . What does the Senator 
mean by ‘mineral lands?” ae 
Mr.. POMEROY. Lands containing gold 
and silver.sud the. precigug: metals. . I do ngt. 
know that there are any such lands there; bat. 
we always insert that proviso ig these bills. 
Mr. SPENCER. There is no gold or silver 


there, . - ia foes f s 
. Mr, POMEROY, There should be a pro- 
viso somewhat inthis farm: .-. 
Provided, That mineral lands are-hereby excepted 
from the provisions of this grant. . i 
Mr. SPENCER. Ido not want to except. 
the coal lands. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


an exception in regard to the mineral lands, 

which will be read. 

i The Secretary read the amendment, şs fọl- ` 
ows: 
. Provided, That no 1 

contain coal and iron, shall be granted by this act. 

Mr. POMEROY. | Coal lands are not min- | 
eral lands; but I have no objection. to that | 
form. . 

Mr. SPENCER. It is already in. 

Mr. POMEROY. No; itis not. 

Mr. SPENCER. I accept the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are two or three | 
matters in the bill that struck me in the read- | 
ing as rather novel. In the first place, it is a 
grant to a company, and not to a State. Is not’ 
that a novel feature? Is it not usual to make | 
the grant to the State for the use of the com- 


pany? 
Mr. POMEROY. We never make a grant | 


mineral lands, except such as ` 


| the road, instead of fifteen, - 


' mile on each side. 


Kansas moves to amend. this bill by inserting © tions given on each side, and therefore they 


Mr. SHERMAN. That is the very point I 


' make, that it is not in the usual form. The 


lands are never in any case granted to the 
company. 


Mr. SPENCER. It is but very little land 


:; that they will get, and the land is of very little 


value. 
Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator will allow 
me, I will finish what I intended to say. The 


' bill is not in the usual form, or I would not 


have interposed. This is a grant of alternate 
sections for six miles on each side of the road. 
I believe we have never extended the right to 
make up deficiencies beyond twice tle distance. 
This bill extends the right to make up the de- 
ficiency to a strip thirty miles wide. I submit 
that it goes too far. I also notice another 
thing. The provision granting the right of 
way is not confined to the public lands. I pre- 
sume that is an oversight. It grants the right 
of way without regard to the public lands. It 


made between the taid ra iroad Company ena the | is true we cannot grant the right of way ex- 


cept through the public lands ; but it might be 


-‘ construed to be a grant of the right of way by 


the Government over the lands of private indi-. 
viduals, It ought to be expressly confined to 
the right of way over the public lands, I pre- 
sume that is an oversight. 
Mr. SPENCER. I have no objection to an, 


i amendment in that respect. . 


Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The limit within which 
to make. up the deficiencies ought, I think, to 
be cenfined to twelve miles on each. side of . 
fwe once extend. 
a privilege of that kind in that way it will be 
edendad, hereafter to other roads, 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator from 
Ohio moves to amend the bill by restricting 


|| the right of way ‘‘through the public lands.” 


The Chair understands there is no objection 
to that amendment, and it will be regarded as 


agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY, I did not draw the bill. 
I see the company have got alternate sections 
for six sections in width on each side of the 
road, which gives them but three sections per 
There are only three sec- 


should not be allowed to go further than twelve 
mijes to make up deficiencies. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is precisely what I 
say. I move to amend the bill by striking out 
ti fifteen” and inserting ‘‘twelve.”’ 

Mr. WARNER. I call the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that most of the grants we 
have given here have been ten sections to the 
mile on each side. This grant is only three 
sections on a side, thé very smallest limit that 
has been given to any road. No matter how 
far the company may go outside of the limits 
of the grant to make up deficiencies, they can 
only getsix sections to the mile—three sections 
on each side. I wili farther call the attention 


| of the Senate to the fact that this grant is of 


lands that were open to sale under the gradua- 
tion act for many years at twelve and a half 
cents an acre and were not taken. The grant 
is one of the most limited we have ever passed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The question is 
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on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, 
to strike out ‘‘fifteen’’ and insert “twelve” in 
line thirty of the first section. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concyrred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a |: 
third reading, was read the third time, and | 


paesed. Its title was amended to read: “A 
ill granting public lands in the State of Ala- 
bama to the Decatur and Aberdeen Railroad 
Company to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road to be built from Decatur, Alabama, to 
Aberdeen, Mississippi.” 


HENRY C. WEATHERBY. 


. Mr. HOWELL. I ask unanimous consent 
of the Senate to enable me to have taken up 


at this time a pension bill for the benefit of |. 


one of my constituents. It is a simple pen- 


i own motion. 
the Senator from California desires to move it |: 


ment is that it does not vest the title to these ` the lands granted in aid of tho construction of the 
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Se ee 


he intends to move it as an amendment w 
this bill? ; 

Mr. POMEROY. Ihad prepared an amend- 
ment to this bill which I did propose to offer | 
to it; but those who represent that section of | 
the country think it should not be offered. I 
have no authority from the committee to offer | 
it, and I do not propose to submit it on my | 
It is printed, however, and if |: 


he.is at liberty to do so. I wasnotauthorized | 


|. by the committee to move it. It is putting the , 


price of these lands at the average value of | 
$2 50 per acre and prescribing the manner 
of doing it. That is all there is in it. The, 
Senator is at:liberty to move it if he sees fit. 
Mr. CASSERLY. The pointof the amend- 


lands in the company, but leaves them open ` 


` to settlement, and provides for the issuing to | 


sion of eight dollars a month. I ask consent . 


to take up Senate bill No. 880. 
By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 880) 


granting a pension to Henry C. Weatherby | 


was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 


It is a direction to,’ 


the Secretary of the Interioato place the name ` 


of Henry C. Weatherby, father of Henry K. 


Weatherby, late a private in company I of the. 


second Iowa cavalry, upon the pension-roll, 
and to pay him a pension at the rate of eight 
dollars per month from the 22d dày of Febru- 
ary, 1864. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


RAILROAD TO WINNIPEG. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I ask the Senate now to 


again take up for consideration Senate bill |: 
fo. 


881. It has already been read, and need not 
occupy over ten minutes. 
for a railroad to the Winnipeg settlement. 


It is the land grant | 


\ 


4 


By unanimous consent,the Senate, asin Com- : 


mittee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. No. 881) granting lands to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from the 
western boundary of Minnesota, at the junc- 
tion of the Sioux Wood river with the Red 
River of ‘the North, to the Winnipeg district 
of British America. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported 
the bill with amendments. The first amend- 
ment of the committee was in section one, line 
twenty-two, after the word ‘Sland,’’ to insert 
“ designated by odd numbers;”’ so as to read: 


It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to cause to be selected for the purposes afore- 
said, from the publio lands of the United States 


nearest to the sections above specified, so much land | 


designated by odd numbers as shal! be equal to the 
amount of such lands as the United States have sold, 
reserved, or otherwise appropriated, or to which the 
right of homestead settlement or preémption has 
attached as aforesaid. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line forty-one, 
in the proviso at the end of section one, to in- 
gert “five” after ‘‘twenty;’’ so as to read: 


And provided further, That none of the lands here- | 


by granted shall be selected above twenty-five miles 
from said road. 


_ The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was at the end of sec- 
tion seven, to insert ‘‘in the event that the road 
is located on the west side of said river, and 


the section read: 


„SrO. 7. And be it further enacted, That said first 
division of the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, its successors and assigns, is hereby authorized 
and empowered to extend its railroad through the 
Territory of Dakota from the mouth of the Sioux 
Wood river to the international boundary on the 
forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, in the general 
direction of the Winnipeg district of British America, 
in the event that the road is located on the west side 
of said river, and enjoy the benefits of this act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I find on my table an 
ainendment proposed to be offered by the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands. 
I call hig attention to-it, and ask him whether 
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‘| cerns the people on her northern frontier, on 


‘ward this season. Much further delay: will 


: America. 


] j | ment as can be found. The district is not a | 
enjoy the benefits of this act;’’ so as to make | 


ii Committee on Public Lands, which I think I : 


the company, according as its road is com- 
pleted section by section, of certificates to the 
land in quantities of one hundred and sixty | 
acres each. Now, if there be any reason why ` 
that amendment ought not to be offered to this 
bill I should be glad to hear it. 

Mr. RAMSEY. If the Senator will listen 
to me I think I can give a satisfactory reason. 
I have a knowledge of the energetic ond 
able men—able in every sense—who have , 
charge of this road, and can assure them that 
in their hands this work will be pushed to the | 
forty-ninth parallel of north latitude during the || 
next season. ‘The State of Minnesota, which || 


has the profoundest interest in all that con- | 


1 
| 


both sides of it, has by her Legislature asked | 
for this concession from Congress. | 
And so, Mr. President, in view of the im- | 
mense national importance of an early com- ` 
pletion of this great work, I appeal to my ` 
riend, the Senator from California, not to ' 
press his amendment for a limitation of the ` 
pace of these lands to $2 50 per acre. Let 
im reserve it for other and less important ` 
enterprises, for in my judgment it would be 
wisdom in the Government to expedite this ‘' 
work, even should it require $5,000,000 from " 


the national Treasury in addition to the lands `- 


here proposed to be given. i 
It is very important to have early action on ` 
this bill so that operations can be pushed for- 


prevent this. 
This company was organized in 1864; and | 
since then has built more than two hundred |. 


‘miles of road. Another hundred miles is in | 


such a state of forwardness that it will be com- ' 
pleted this year. This-brings them to the Red | 
river, which is the extent of their land grant. i 
With the proposed grant the company will be | 
able to push down the river and complete the’! 
road at an early day to the very threshold | 
of the Winnipeg country, or the newly cre- | 
ated province of Manitobah in British North | 


Mr. CASSERLY. I understand—if I am ‘' 
wrong of course I can be corrected—that this `i 
road traverses one of the finest bodies of land : 


i upon the continent; it runs upon the western ` 
' border of the State of Minnesota for many ` 


miles; and it seems to me that this is as 
proper a case for the application of this amend- 
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to this bill. I admit the value of the connec- 
tion which the road proposes to make; but I: 
see no reason why these lands should not be i 
kept open for settlement upon the basis of the | 
amendment proposed by the chairman of the 


| 
| 
i 
am not wrong in saying I understood it was | 
his intention to offer. |! 
Mr. RAMSEY. J hopethe Senate will take 


if 
a vote on the bill. i! 


Mr. CASSERLY. I submit the amendment, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from California will be read. 

The amendment was read. It was to insert 
as an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That the lands granted 
by this act, excepting only such as are necessary for 
the company to reserve for depots, stations, sida 
tracks, wood yards, standing ground, and other need- 
ful uses in operating the road,and timber and min- 
eral land, shall besold to actual settlers only, and in 
quantities not more than one hundred and sixty 
acres to any one person at such prices as will secure 
to said company, its successors or assigns as afore- 
said, an average price of not more than $2 50 per 
acre fur the land actually certified by the Secretary 
of the Interior to said company for each completed 
section of ten miles of said railroad or branch thereof: 


' and to insure an enforcement of this section-it shall 
' be the duty of thecompany recciving tho 


certilicate 
from tho Secretary of the Interior as aforesaid, fae 


first section of ten miles of said railroad and branch 
without delay to fix a price on each one-hundred. 
and-sixty-acre tract described in suid certificates, in 
such manner and atsuch rates that theaverage price 
of the whole amount certified shall not exceed $2 5g 

er acre, and report the same to the Seoretary of the 

nterior, exposing a copy of such report to the pub- 
lic in the office of the secretary of such company and 
in the district land office; and any person actually 
settling upon said land, or any Government sub- 
division thereof not greater than a quarter section 
shall have the right to purchase, at the price so fixed, 
any unsold and unclaimed parce} of said land upon 
payment of said price to the officer appointed to 


: receive the money by said company; and oa pay~ 


ment therefor it shall be the duty of the otlicer uf 
such company to make out triplicate certificates of 
the sale under the seal of the company, send one to 
the Secretary of the Interior, and deliver one to tho 
purchaser and retain the other for the use of the 
company; and it shall be the duty of the Seerctary 
of the Interior to issue to such purchaser a patent 


| for the land described in his certiticate, as in cases 


of land sold by the United States. And the samo 
form of proceeding shall be observed with respect to 
the lands certified by the Secretary of the Interior 
on each succeeding completed section of ten miles 
of the main line of said railroad, and the branch 
thereof: Provided, That no certificate of lands to 
such company on any completed section after the 
first shall be made by the Secretary of the Interior 
until be shall have received a report, as aforesaid, 
of the price fixed on the land, certified for the next 
precedin completed section of said railroad or 
ranch thereof: And provided further, That if an 
of` the lands granted as aforesaid, and lying aad 


‘ being situated conterminous with any completed see- 


tion of ten miles of said road or branches, shall re- 
main unsold and not paid for according to the pro- 
visions of this act, for one year after the completion 
of said section, the certificates heretofore issued may 
be returned to the Secretary of the Interior, where- 
upon patents to said lands shall be issued to thè 
company. And the Secretary of the Interior shall 
prescribe all necessary rules and regulations to carry 
into effect this act. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I ought to mention for 
the information of Senators who may not be 
aware ofthe fact, that I understand this amend- 
ment is the amendment substantially agreed 
upon by the Committee on the Public Lands of 
the other House as the proper provision to be 
appended to all bills granting aid in lands to 
railroads to any great extent. The effect of it 
is not in any way, as it seems to me, to inter- 
fere with the building of the road or with the 
disposition of the lands. On the contrary, it 
gives to the railroad company the highest in- 
terest in the speedy disposition of the lands for 
the purpose of actual settlement, and it gives 
to those desiring to become actual settlers on 
those lands the greatest facilities. It does not 
limit the price of the lands to any fixed sum of 
$2 50. It permits them to be averaged, so that 
the whole lands granted in aid of the company 
within any given section shall average the 
price of $2 50 per acre. It seems to me that 
if there is to be any change in what I regard as 
the vicious system of vesting these great tracts 
of land in railroad companies by patent this is 


i| a change which ought to be made in the inter- 
est of the settler, and indeed in the interest 


also of the railroad company, because, as I 
said, it in a measure compels the railroad com- 
pany, by the inducements of its own obvious 
interest, to contribute all in its power to the 


' occupation of the lands by actual settlers as 


speedily as possible, 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 27; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Boreman, Buckingham. Carpenter. 
Casserly, Cragin, Davis, Fenton, Ferry. Fowler. Har- 


” 
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, Harris, Johnston, Pratt, Spraga . Stockton, 
lan, Mare ipton, Vickers, Warner, end Willey—20. 
NA YS—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Chandler, Cole, 
Corbett, Drake, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, 
Howe, Xellogg, MeDonald, Nye, Osborn, Ramsey, 
Revels, Rice, Ross, Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, Spen- 
cer, Stewart; Sumner, Thayer, Trumbull, and Wil- 
iams— ói. 
HASEN T—Messrs, Ames, Bayard, Brownlow, Cam- 
eron, Cattell, Conkling, Edmunds, Flanagan, Hamil- 


ton of Maryland, Howard, Howell, Lewis, McCreery, `: 
Morton, Nor- © 
Pomeroy, Pool, Robertson,Saulsbury, : i 


Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
ton, Patterson, 
Schurz, Wilson, and Yates—20. 


So the amendmént was rejected. 
Mr. HARLAN. I move to amend the bill 
on 


said road hereby authorized.”’ 
Mr. POMEROY. I think that is the mean- 


be inserted. There are three places in the bill 
where the words ‘extension of” should be 


put in. i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no | 


objection this amendment will be regarded as 


agreed to. 
Mr. HARLAN. The same amendment 


e 2, line thirteen, by inserting after | 


sé n” “cc L 
the word ‘‘the’’ the words ‘‘extension of | tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the | 


' Government for the year endin 


ing of the bill now; but those words ought to ': June, 1871; which were referred to the Com- | 


should be made in three or four other places | 


in the bill to make it correspond. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This amendment 
will be incorporated in the places named as 
suggested by the chairman of the committee, 
and also by the Senator from Iowa. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not propose to say 
anything in relation to this bill; but I desire 
to have the yeas and nays on its passage. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 33, nays 14; as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Buckingham, 
Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Ferry, Gilbert, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, Kellogg, McDon- 
ald, Nye, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pool, Ramsey, Revels, 


Rice, Ross, Sawyer, Scott, Spencer, Stewart, Sam- 
ner, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbull, Warner, and Wil- 


iams—33. 

NAYS— Messrs, Boreman, Carpenter, Casserly, 
Conkling, Davis, Fowler, McCreery, Morton, Pratt, 
Sprague, Stockton, Thurman, Vickers, and Wil- 
ey—l4, 

ABSENT — Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Brownlow, 
Cameron, Cattell, Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton 
Flanagan, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton. of 
Texas, Howell, Johnston, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Patterson, Robertson, 


Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, Wilson,and Yates—2. |i 


So the bill was passed. 
SUPPLIES TO CALIFORNIA INDIANS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has expired; and the executive, legisla- 
tive, and judicial appropriation bill is before 
the Senate. 

Mr. COLE. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to take up Senate joint resolution 
No. 115. It has been read, and I presume it 
will take but a moment to pass it. I do not 
suppose there will be any chisstion to it. 

he VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Maine [Mr. MorrRILL] yield for that 
purpose? 

Mr. HAMLIN, Whatis the joint resolution? 

The Secretary. A joint resolution (S. R. 
No. 115) to provide for the payment of the 
claim of Martha A. Estill, administratrix of 
the estate of James M. Estill, deceased, Redick 
McKee, and Pablo de la Toba. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the joint reso- 
lution has been read, and it is simply a ques- 
tion of voting, and there is to be no discussion, 
I shall not object. 

Mr. COLE. ‘That is about all there will be, 


ope. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to have 
that eater understanding. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be subject 
to a demand for the regular order. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Very well; I 

yield on that condition. 

There being no objection, the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution. 


i 
j 
t 


1 


The Secretary read the joint resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This joint reso- 
lution has been reported by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Scott] from the Committee 
on Claims without amendment. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
: ate withoutamendment, ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

AMENDMENTS TO LEGISLATIVE, ETC., BILL. 
` Mr. TRUMBULL, Mr. HOWE, Mr. SHER- 
- MAN, and Mr. WILLIAMS submitted amend- 
ments intended to be offered to the bill (H. R. 
No. 974) making appropriations for the legisla- 


printed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
; tives, by Mr. Cuiwron Lioyp, its chief clerk, 
: announced that the House had passed a bill 
' (H. R. No. 2044) declaring the bridge between 
Philadelphia and Camden a post route. 

The message also announced that the House 


‘to the report of the committee of conference 
| on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 


i the bill (S. No. 95) in relation to the Hot | 


| Springs reservation in Arkansas, and recom- 
mitting the same to the committee of confer- 
ence. 

| ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


| Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, Iam urged | 
i by many Senators to move to proceed to the | 
i consideration of the bill for the enforcement. | 


of the fifteenth amendment. I do not desire 
to antagonize it against the plans of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations or 
against the wishes of the Senate. I should like 
| to know if the chairman himself does not think 
‘it would be well to take up the bill now and 
| pass it, inasmuch as it is quite evident that the 
| appropriation bill will occupy some time and 


amendment must be passed at an early day if 
it is to serve the purposes that many desire it 
should in the elections that are approaching ? 
For the pane of testing the sense of Sen- 
ators an 

| the question I move to postpone all prior 
| orders for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
| sideration of Senate bill No. 810. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator move to postpone or pass over the prior 
orders? 

Mr. STEWART. To pass over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nevada moves to pass over the present 
and all other orders for the purpose of con- 
sidering the bill in regard to the fifteenth 
amendment. The motion to pass over is not 
debatable. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to make 
a remark in regard to the motion of the Sen- 
| ator from Nevada. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. _ I object to debate. 
Mr. SUMNER. I was about to make one 


remark, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Debate is ob- 
jected to by the Senator from Oregon, the 
motion being undebatable. : 

Mr. SUMNER. I wish to say that I am in 
favor of the proposition of the Senator from 
Nevada. It seems to me that now it is im- 


portant—— 
The VICE PRESIDENT. . That is debate. 
The Senator from Oregon objects to debate. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope he will not object 
to what I have said. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to know 
by what role of the Senate, when a proposi- 
tion is made to take up a bill of this import- 
ance, debate is excluded. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. | It-is by a rule | 


which the Senate adopted on the 10th of April, 


the bill for the enforcement of the fifteenth | 


getting the view of the Senate upon | 
| Mr. POMEROY. Ihave been requested to 


the 30th of {i 


1870—the new rule. According to that rule 
a motion to pass over a bill or resolution, or 
place it at the foot of the Calendar, is not 
debatable. 
Mr. CASSERLY. 
of division? 
The VICK PRESIDENT. It is divisible. 
_Mr. CASSERLY. Then I ask that it be 
divided, and the first part of it taken first. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator has 
: a right to demand that the bills be passed over 


Is the motion capable 


|, Separately. Ifthe present bill be passed over, 


: that will bring up the bill abolishing the frank- 
i ing privilege; and passing over that bill will 
! bring up the bill for the enforcement of the 
: fifteenth amendment. The unfinished business 
' isthe. appropriation bill. The first special order 


: sae ‘| is the franking bill, and the next special order 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be © i. the billin regard to the fifteenth amendment. 


: The Senator from California [Mr. Casseriy] 
‘demands a separate vote on passing over these 
two bills. The first question is on passing over 
the appropriation bill. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Is the proposition to pass 
over the special order? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis to pass over 


. had agreed to the resolution of the Senate to |: the appropriation bill. “Thatas aow the motion, 


‘reconsider the agreement of the two Houses | 


The motion was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 24, noes 22, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (H. R. 
i No. 986) to abolish the franking privilege is 
i now before the Senate. 
Mr. STEWART. I move that it be passed 


over. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I feel constrained to call 
for the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 32, nays 23; as follows: 
| _YEAS—~Messrs. Boreman, Cole, Corbett, Drake, 
: Fenton, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, 
i Harris, Kellogg, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Mor- 
| ton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pool, Pratt, Revels, 
Rice, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Spencer, Stewart, 
Sumner, Thayer, Warner, Willey and Williams—32. 

ý S —Messrs. Buckingham, Carpenter, Casserly, 
Conkling, Cragin, Davis, Ferry, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hamlin, Howe, Howell, Johnston, McCrecry, 
Pomeroy, Ramsey, Saulsbury, Sherman, Sprague, 
Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, and Vick- 


ers—23. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Anthony, Bay- 
ard, Brownlow, Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, Ed- 
i munds, Flanagan, Howard, Lewis, Morrill of Ver- 
! mont, Norton, Robertson, Wilson, and Yates—17. 


So the motion was agreed to. 
LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


ask that an order be entered to print the bill 
(H. R. No. 974) making appropriations for the 
| legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of 
the Government for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1870, as amended. Some question 
has arisen as to what amendments have been 
agreed to, and I therefore ask that the bill be 
printed as it now stands amended. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection that order will be made. 


ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next special 
order, being the bill (S. No. 810) to enforce 
the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, is now betore the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole. The Secretary 
will report the bill. 

. Mr. STEWART. Let the substitute be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless the read- 
ing of the original bill: shall be called for the 
substitute alone will be read. ; 

The Chief Clerk read the Lag EA re- 
ported by the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
strike out all of the original bill after the enact- 
ing clause and in liew of the words stricken 
out to insert: 


That all citizens of the United States who are or 
shall be otherwise qualified by law to vote af any 
election by the people in any State, Territory, dis- 
trict, county, city, parish, township, school district 
municipality, or other territorial subdivision, shall 
be entitled and allowed to vote at all such elections, 
without distinction of race, color, or previous condi- 
| tion of servitude; any law, custom, usage, or regu- 
lation of any State or Territory, or by or under its 
| authority, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if by, or 
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under the authority of the Ggastitation or laws of 
auy Stato or the laws of any 


ification for voting, and by such constitution or laws 
persons or oificers are or shall be charged with the 
performanco of duties in furnishing to citizens an 
opportunity to perform such prerequisite, or to be- 
come qualified to vote, it shall be the duty of every 
such person and oflicer to give to all citizans of the 
United States the same and equal opportunity to 
perform such prerequisite, and 


condition of servitude; and if any such person or 
officer shall refuse or 


e 
thereby, to be recovered by an action on the caso, 
with full costs and such allowance for counsel fees as 
the gourt shall doom just, and shall also, for every 
suc 


than $500, and be imprisoned not less than one month 
and not moro than one year. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That whenever, 
by or under the authority of the constitution or laws 
of any State orthe laws of any Territory, any act is 
or shall be required to be done by any citizen as a 
prerequisite to qualify or entitle him to vote, the offer 
of any such citisen to perforn the act required to be 
done as aforesaid shall, if it fail to bo carried into 
execution by reason of the wrongful act or omission 
aforesaid of the person or officer charged with the 
duty of receiving or permitting such performance or 
offer to perform or acting thereon, be deemed and 
held as a performance in law of such act; and the 
person so offering and failing as aforesaid and being 
otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to vote in tho 
same manner and to the same extont as if he had in 
fact performed such act; and any judge, inspector, 
or other officer of election whose duty itis or shall be 
to receive, count, certify, register, repert, or give 


effeot to the vote of any such citizen, who shall refuso | 


or knowingly omit to receive, @unt, certify, regis- 


ter, report, or give effect to the vote of such citizen, | 
upon the presentation by him of his affidavit stating || 
such offer and the timo and place thereof, and tho |! 
namo of the officer or person whose duty it was to act || 
thereon, and that he was wrongfully prevented by |' 


such person or officer from performing such act, shall 
for every such offense forfeit and pay tho sum of $500 
tothe person aggrieved thereby, to be recovered by 


an action on the case, with full costs and such allow- | 


ance for counsel fees as the court shall deem just, and 
shall also, for every such offense, be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, be fined 
not less than $00, and be imprisoned not less than 
one month and not more than one year. 


Src. 4. And be tt further enacted, That if any person, - 


by force, bribery, threats, intimidation, or other- 
wise, shall hinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct, or 


attempt to hinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct any | 


citizen from doing any act authorized by this act to 


be done to qualify him to vote or from voting at any | 
election as aforesaid, such person shall for every || 


such offense forfeit and pay the sum of $500 to the 
person aggrieved thereby, to be recovered by an 


action on the case, with full costs and such allow- | 


ance for counsel fees as the court shall deem just, 


and shall also for every such offense be guilty of a |: 


i erritory, any act ig or. 
shall be required to be dono as a prerequisito or qual- ` 


l requisi o become qualified : 
to vote, without distinction of race, color, orprevious | 


} nowingly omit to givo full ` 
effect to this section, he shall, for every such offense, ` 
forfeit and pay the sum of $500 to the person aggrieved |' 1 
! receive such warrant or othor process whem'tendered, | 
, or to uso all proper means diligently to exccute tho ; 


offense, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, | 
and shall, on conviction thoreof, be fined not less . 
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courts of the Territories of the United. States, from 


time to time, to increase the number of commission- 
ers, 80 as to afford a speedy and convenient means 
for the arrest and examination of persons charged 
with a violation of this act; and such commissioners 
aro heroby authorized and required to exercise and 
discharge all tho powers and duties conferred on : 
them by this act, and tho samo duties with regard | 
to offenses created by this act, as they aro authorized | 
by law to exorcise with regard to other offenses | 
against the laws of tho United States. 
Src. 8. And be it further enacted, 'Chat itshall bethe | 
duty of all marshals and deputy marshals to obey | 
and execute all warrants and precepts issued under | 
the provisions of this act when to them directed; and ; 
should any marshal or deputy marshal refuse to | 


same, he shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in the - 


sum of $1,000, to the use of the person deprived of |. 


the rights conferred by this act. And the bettor to | 


` enable tho said commissioners to oxocute their duties | 
i- faithfully and efficiently in conformity with the Con- | 


stitution of the United States and the requirements | 
of this act they are hereby authorized and empow- | 
ered within their districts respectively to appoint, in : 
writing under their hands, any one or more suitable | 
persons from time to time to oxecute all such war- 
rants and other process as may be issued by them in 
the lawful performanoe of their respective duties, 
and the persons so appointed to execute any warrant 
or process as aforesaid shall have authority to sum- 
mon and eall to their aid the bystanders or posse 
comitatus of tho proper county or such portion of the 
land or naval forces of the United States or of tho 
militia as may be necessary to the performanco of 
the duty with which they are charged, and to insure 


, B faithful observance of the fifteenth amendment to 


the Constitution of the United States; and such war- 


| rants shall run and bo executed by said officers any- 
, where in the State or Torritory within which thoy 


are issued, g 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That any person 
who shall knowing y and willfully obstruct, hinder, 
or prevent any officer or other person charged with 
the execution of any warrant or process issued under 
tho provisions of this act, or any person or persons 
lawfully assisting him or them from arresting any 


| person for whose apprehension such warrant or pro- 


cess may have been issued, or shall rescue or attempt 


. to rescue such person from the custody of theofficer or 


other person or persons or those lawfully assisting as . 
aforesaid when so arrested pursuant to the authority 
herein given and declared, or shall aid, abet, or 
assist any person go arrested as aforesaid, directly 
or indirectly, to escape from the custody of the offi- 


' cer or other person legally authoriced as aforesaid, 


or shall harbor or conceal any person for whose 


| arrest n warrant or proces shall have been issued as 
; aforesaid so as to prevent his discovery and arrest 


after notice or knowledge of the fact thata warrant 
as been issued for the approhonsion of suoh person, 
shall for either of said o 
not exceeding $1,000 and imprisonment not exceed- 
ing six months by indictment and conviction before 
the district or circuit court of the United States for 
the district or circuit in which said offense may havo 
been committed, or beforo the proper court of erim- 
inal jurisdiction, if committed within any one of the 


enses be subject to a fine . 


Mr. STEWART. I move to amend the 
amendment by adding some additional sections 
consisting of two bills reported from the Com. 
mittee on the Judiciary that have been printed 
and on our tables for a long time. One is Sen- 
ate bill No. 114, to enforce the fourteenth ar. 
ticle of amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States in regard to holding offigas and 
the other is the bill (S. No. 865) to secure to 


_ all persons the equal protection of the laws. I 
; send them to the Chair as my amendments, 


The Chief Clerk read the amendment to the 
amendment, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That whenever any per- 
son shall hold office, except asa niember of Congress 
or of some State Legislature, contrary to the provis- 
ions of the third section of the fourteenth article of 
amendment of the Constitution of the United States, 
it shall be the duty of the district attorney of the 
United States for the district in which such person 
shall hold office as aforesaid to proceed against such 
person by writ of quo warranto, returnable to thecir- 
cuit or district court of the United States in such dis- 
trict, and to prosecute the same to the romoval of 
such person from oflice; and any writ of quo warranty 
so brought as aforesaid shall take precedence of all 
other cases on tho docket of the court to which it ig 
mado returnable, and shall not be continued unless 
for cause proved to the satisfaction of the court. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person 


' who shall hereafter knowingly accept or hold any 


office under the United States, or any State, to which 
ho is ineligible under the third section of tho four- 
teenth article of amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States, or who shall attempt to hold or 
exercise the duties of any such office, shall bedeemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor against the United States, 
and upon conviction thereof before the circuit or 
district court of the United States shall be impris- 
oned not more than ono year and fined not excecd- 
ing $1,000, and shall forever be disqualified to hold 
any office of honor, trust, or profit under the United 
States or any State. 

And be it further enacted, That all persons within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, (Indians not 
taxed excepted,) shall have the same right in every 
State and Territory in the United States to mako 
and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, give evi- 


' dence, and to the full and equal benefit of all laws 


and proceedings for the security of person and prop- 
erty as is enjoyed by white citizens, and shall be 
subject to like punishments, pains, penalties, taxes, 
licenses, and exactions of every kind, and none other, 
any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom to 
the contrary notwithstanding. No tax or charge 
shall be imposed or enforced by any State upon any 
porson emigrating thereto. : 

SKO. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person 
who, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, 
regulation, or custom shall subject, or cause to be 
subjected, any inhabitant of any State or Territory 
to the deprivation of any right secured or protected 


. by this act, or to. diferent punishment, pains, or 
' penalties, on account of such person being an alien, 


or by reason of his color or race, than ib prescribed 


misdemeanor, and shall on conviction thereof bo `i organized Territories of the United States. 
fined not less than $500, and be imprisoned not less i! Spe. 10. And be it further chien that the com- 
than one month and not more than one yoar. missioners, district attorneys, the marshals, ‘their 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That any person | deputies, and the clerks of the said district, circuit, 
who shall be deprived of any office, except that of ;| and territorial courts shall be paid for their services 
member of Congress or member of a State Legisla- || the like fees as may he allowed to them for similar | 
ture, by reason of the violation of the provisions of || services in other cases. Tho person or porsons au- | 
this act, shall be entitled to recover possession of |} thorized to execute the process to be issued by such |: 
such office by writ of mandamus or other appropriate || commissioners for the arrest of offenders against the . 

rroceeding; and tho circuit and district courts of the |! provisions of this act shall be entitled toa fee of i! 

jnited States shall have concurrent jurisdiction of || ten dollars for each person ho or thoy may arrest ;' 
all cases arising under this section. || and take before any snoh commissionor as aforesaid, 


Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That the district || with such other fees as may be deemed reasonable | 


for the punishment of citizens, shall be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be pun- 
' ished by fine not exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment 
not exceeding one year, or both, in the discretion of 
the court. ` 

BrRC, 3. And be it further enacted, That the act to 
protect all persons in the United States in their civil 
rights, and furnish tho means of their vindication, 
passed April 9, 1866, is horeby rečnacted; and. said 
act, except the first and second sections thereof, is 
hereby referred to and made a part of this act; and 
section fifteen and section sixteen thereof shall be 


courts of the United States, within their respeetive | 
of tha courts of the | 


districts, shall havo, exclusive] 
several States, cognizance of all crimes and offen 
committed against the provisions of this act, an 
also, concurrently with the circuit courts of the Uni- 
ted States, of all causes, civil and criminal, arising 
under this act, except as is oth 


and practice 
crimes and offenses committed against the provisions 
of this act may be prosecuted by the indictment of a 


grand jury, or, in cases of crimes and offenses not in- | 
famous, the prosecution may be either by indictment | 


or information filed by the district attorney in acourt 
aving jurisdiction. ; 

Src. T. And be it further enacted, That the district 
attorneys, marshals, and deputy marshals of the 
United States, the commissioners appointed by the 
circuit and territorial courts of the United States, 
with powers of arresting, imprisoning, or bailin 
offenders against the laws of the United States, an 
every other officer who may be specially empowered 
by the President of the United States, shall be, and 
they are hereby, specially authorized and required, 
at the axpense of the United States, to institute pro- 
ceedingd against all and every person who shall vio- 
late the provisions of this act, and cause him or them 
to be arrested and imprisoned, or bailed, as the case 
may be, for trial, before such court of the United 

tates or territorial court as has cognizance of the 
offense. And with a view to afford reasonable pro- 
tection to ali persons in their constitutional right to 
vote without distinction of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, and t the prompt discharge 
of the duties of this act, it shall be the duty of the 


circuit courts of the United States, and the superior |! 


| food and lodging during his detention, and until the 


i therwise provided in the | 
fifth section hereof, and the jurisdiction hereby con- 

ferred shalt be exercised in conformity with the laws | 
verning United States courts; and all | 


y such commissioner for such other additional ser- 
vices as may be necessarily performed by him or | 
them, such as attending at the examination, keep- 
ing the prisoner in custody, and providing him with 


final determination of such commissioner, and in 
general tor performing puch-other duties as may be 
required in the premises; such fees to be made upin | 
conformity with the foes usually charged by the offi- | 
cers of the courts of justico within the proper dis- i 
trict or county, as near a3 may be practicable, and 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States onthe | 
certificate of the judge of the district within which 
the arrest is made, and to be recoverable from the 
defendant as partof the judgment in case of convic- 
on. 

Sxc. 11. And be dt further enacted, That whenever 
the President of the United States shall have reason 
to believe that offenses have been or are likely to be | 
committed against the provisions of this act within 
any judicial district, itshall be lawful for him, in his 
digcretion, to direct the judge, marshal, and district | 
attorney of such district to attend at such place 
within the district, and for such time as he may 
designate, for the purpose of the more speedy arrest 
and trial of persons charged with a violation of this ; 
act; and its y of 
officer, when any such requisition shall be received | 
by him, to attend at the place and for thetimetherein | 
degignated, : Bits 

EC, 12. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States, or such 
person as he may empower for that purpose, to em- 

loy such part of the land or naval forces of the | 


all be the duty of every judge or other | aye the bill passed before the Senate adjourns. 


nited States, or of the militia, as shall be deemed 
necessary to prevent the violati 
duo exeecntion of this act, i 


on and enforce the | 


enforced according to the provisions of said act. 
Mr. VICKERS. Mr. President, the appro- 
priation bill for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government was con- 
sidered of so much importance as to override 
all other subjects brought to the attention of 
the Senate. A change, however, seems to 


; have ‘‘come over the spirit of the dream” 


of the majority of the Senate. Perhaps some 
petty elections are approaching. 


Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator allow 


| me to make.a suggestion to the Senate before 


he goes on? : 

Mr. VICKERS. Certainly. 

Mr. STEWART. I rise simply to say to 
the friends of the bill that Iam anxious that 
it should be passed before the Senate adjourns 
to-day. We might just as well finish it in one 
session as in seven. I donot propose to make 
any remarks upon it myself, but I desire to 


Mr. VICKERS. It seems that this bill is 
now to be given precedence over the appro- 
priation bill, which has been under the con- 
sideration of the Senate for several days. _ 

The fifteenth amendment of the Constitu- 
tion, so called, reads: 

* The right of citizens of the United States to vote 


1870. 


aoe 


=a 


denied or abridged by the United States 

or by any Stato an account of raco, color, or pro- 
ition of servitude. . 

E a a shall havo power to enforce this 


article by appropriate legislation.’ 

Under this assumed change of the Consti- 
tution, or rather enlargement or extension of 
it, the right is claimed to pass the bill before 
the Senate, which is literally a bill of pains 
and penalties. I deny the power of Congress 
to pass any such bill. Before this amendment 


i i had a right to | A : 
was proclaimed the white race a ES | Congress has no power to legislate and pun- | 
ish State officers, judges of election, and regis- | 
|; ters of voters who are appointed by and are 
The first arti- |: v 
vention | who may deem themselves aggrieved can appeal || 


vote under certain regulations of State laws. |: 


The right to regulate suffrage was admitted to 
be exclusively in the States. The General Gov- 
ernment had no control over it. 
cle of the Constitution in its second section 
reads : 


“The House of Representatives shall bo composed 
of members chosen every second year by the people 
of the several States, and the electors in each State 
shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of 


county officers. To giveto Congress the power 
to interfere with and punish electors by fine 
and imprisonment who assemble to elect a 
constable or town or school commissioners is 
to change radically and essentially the govern- 
ment of the States and of the Union; is to 


i revolutionize them, and to make a consolidated 


Government, whose tendency will be to absorb 
i and destroy all the distinctive and character- 


istic features and rights of the State govern- 
ments. 


responsible alone to State laws. Individuals 


: to the courts for relief. 


‘| But if, contrary to all the analogies and 


| distinctions which existed in the respective 


bi 
£] 
p 


the most nnmerous branch of the State Legislature.” | 


This is an explicit recognition of the right | Amendmentis not constitutionally and legally a 


of the States to regulate the qualification of 
electors where even members of Congress are 
to be elected, while the exercise of that power 
in all other elections was absolute and com- 
lete. 
j The only effect of the fifteenth amendment, 
acknowledged and avowed, was to enable the 
negro to vote; and to accomplish this spe- 
cific purpose the language used is, that the 
right to vote shall not be denied or abridged 
on account of race, color, or previous condi- 
tion of servitude. What State has denied or 
abridged this right since the promulgation of 
this amendment? The contingency or occa- 


sion for the passage of this act has not arisen. | 


It is only when the exercise of the right to 
vote is practically denied that Congress can 


properly exert the power to legislate on the | 


subject. 


But the extension of suffrage to the | 


African race was not intended to enlarge the | 


power of Congress over the white race. The 
States had the exclusive power over the ques- 


tion of suffrage before this amendment was ' 


proposed. . It was not intended by it to affect 
that right, but only to prevent the passage of 
a law to prohibit the negro from voting. 
bill assumes to intrench upon the powers and 
rights of the States in reference to persons who 
were entitled to vote when and before the Con- 
stitution was formed. If Congress can pass 
such an act as this, 1 } 
ject of suffrage and elections under its control, 
and pass an election law regulating the appoint- 
ment of judges of election, and their returns, 

What is meant by appropriate antanon! 
It means only such legislation as applies to the 
pergons alluded to in the so-called amendment 
when any State shall deny them the right to 
vote. That is not appropriate legislation 
which proposes to impose fines and imprison- 
ment upon persons who had a right to vote 
prior to the pretended adoption of thatamend- 
ment. The term ‘appropriate legislation’ 
confers no new poweron Congress. It would 
have the same power without as with it, for 
the eighth section of the first article of the 
Constitution declares that Congress may— 

“Make all laws which shall benecessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, 
and all other powers vested by this Constitution in 
the Government of the United States, or in any 
department or officer thereof.” . 

The words are mere surplugage. What has 
Congress to do with suffrage in the States in 
reference to the election of representatives in. 
the State Legialature, sheriffs, justices of the 
peace, town commissioners, d&c.? All the 
interest which Congress can properly haye is 
in relation to members of Congress and the 
President and Vice President, who are part of 
the General Government, The othera relate 


to the domestic and police affairs of the States, . 


With which Congress should never intermeddle. 


he fifteenth amendment should be confined. 
to the former, which is cognate to the Federal. 


overnment, but has no proper relation to or 
connaturality with the election of State or. 


This | 


it can take the whole sub- | 


forms of government, Congress shall arrogate 
‘the power to regulate State elections and 
‘ electors, I contend that this so-called fifteenth 


part of the Constitution of the United States— 
First. Because no amendment of the Con 


: adopted unless all the States shall at the time 


‘| have the right to be representedin hoth Houses 


of Congress. 


Secondly. That no amendment can be rati- 


° 


į ject to any conditions, but must be free and 
untrammeled. 
Thirdly. That no amendment can be valid 


time of voting are equal in right, dignity, and 


honor. oe chase e 
Fourthly. That the fifteenth amendment re- 
ceived only twenty-seven votes of States exclu- 
sive of New York and Indiana, twenty-eight 
being necessary to the ratification; New York 
having revoked her ratification, and, Indiana 


of her Legislature being present, and in open 
violation of her constitutional provision.. 
_ Three other States, Virginia, Mississippi, 
and Texas, voted to ratify under coercion, 
their admigsion to representation: being made 
to depend upon their affirmative vote; theag 
three: being deducted, leave only twenty-four 


| States voting for the ratification, four less than 


three fourths of the thirty-seven States. I say 
nothing now against that great moral-wrong 
and- injustice which induced State Legislatures 
to vate for the amendment when they had been 
elected. without, reference to the question, and 
some of them after the adoption of the Repub- 
lican Chicago platform, which conceded to each 
State the right to regulate suffrage, but after 
the election the proposal of the fifteenth amend» 
ment was submitted to and urged upon them. 
The forcing of the thirteenth, fourteenth,.and: 
fifteenth amendments :upon the people ofthe 
United States under a -war excitement; and 
when nearly one third of the States were not 
represented in Congress, has satisfied me that 
party is sometimes stro -than the-Consti- 


by the force and power of party, and that its 
apirit will. change and destroy the framework: 
and genius of the Government: unless timely: 
and effectually cheeked. - In reference.to my: 
first proposition, I refer to the fifth article of : 
the Constitution, which reads: batts 
-“ The Congress, whenever: two thirds of both’ 
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amend- 
ments to this Constitution, or, on the application of. 
the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, 
shall coall a convention for propesing amendments,- 
which, in gither. case, shall be valid to.ell intents 
and purposes as part of ‚this onatitution when rats, 
ified by the Legislatures of three fourths of th 
eral States, or by eonventiongin three fourths thereof, ! 
as the ong ortho other mode.of ratification may be: 
proposed by Congress” os ee 
It will be observed that the: ratification of- 
an amendment is to be. mate by the Legisla- 
tures of ‘‘three fourths of the several States,” 
or by ‘‘ gonventions in three fourths thereof.” 
The several States include all the States ; and 
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stitution can be legitimately proposed and : 
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in the said article it is declared ‘that no State, 
without its consent, shall be deprived of its 
equal suffrage in the Senate.’’ It is obvious 
that an amendment can only be proposed to 
all the States when they are in a condition to 
vote upon it; when the votes of all can be had, 
and when freedom, intercourse, and inter- 
change of opinions exist. Ina time of war or 
of civil strife such as we have passed through, 
‘ when communieations were cut off, blockades 
| proclaimed, and armies engaged in conflict, 
no change of the Constitution can be legiti- 
mately or properly made. Unless the country is 


t 


| ina condition of tranquillity and security, when 


| men may travel where they please and express 
opinions, engage in discussions upon constitu- 
;: tional subjects, and vote with freedom and 
' independence, no alteration of the Constitu- 
| tion can be legally effected. But no amend- 


' ment can be made even in a time of peace 


unless each State has an equal right with the 
other States, without qualification or condition, 
of being represented in Congress, and of 
voting upon such amendment. i 

Congress, in June, 1861, by resolution, de- 
clared that the war was conducted only ‘‘ to pre- 


‘| serve the. Union with all the dignity, equality, 


| and rights of the several States unimpaired.”? 
: The very nature of our Government is such 


| thet the right of representation, freedom of 


| 


unless all the States that vote upon it at the |: 


l 
1 
H 


fied unless all the States ratifying shall have | opinion, and exemption from all moral or 
a right to adopt or reject, without being sub- |; political constraint is essential to a participa- 


| tion in changing the organic law. To prevent 
States from being represented, to impose con- 
' ditions, and to ask a response upon a proposed 
constitutional provision is'a mockery in legis- 
| lation, utterly nugatory, and inconsistent with 
| the natare and principles of our Government. 
' The idea that States under military rule, with 
military governors appointed by the General 
. Government, denied representation in Con- 


i: gress, and with only what is called provisional 


tution, that State constitutions are. shattered: | 


having ratified without a constitutional quorum: ; 


overnments; held at the mercy of the Federal 
overnment, can legally ratify amendments to 
i the-Conatitution and make organic laws for 
i the nation, is so monstrous that human rea- 
(son shrinds frém “its contemplation utterly 
appalled. = o e fie oe CEA poo 
The State of New ‘York, after- ratifying the 
amendment by « Legislature elected prior to 
ite submission. by-Qangress, and virtually in 
| frand ‘oftheir donstituents, by a Legislature 
: afterward. elected, and when that-amendment 
i was before and discussed by the people, re- 
voked her: ratification and rejected it. This 
| last: act wae in- aceordance with the spirit of 
the Constitution:and the design of its framers ; 
the former was in violation of both. New York 
| is counted as one of the ratifying States by the 
Secretary of State, and’ jt is: alleged that her 
last aet ia void and her first effective. The 
language of the Constitution is that amend- 
ments shall be valid as part of it— 
When ratified by the Legistatures of three fourtha 
of the several States, or by conventions in three 
fourths thereof,” : 
| «The design of the framers of the Constitu- 
tion, and the spirit and intention of that ini- 
strument is that amendments proposed shall be 
submitted to. the people of a State for their 
deliberate judgment and action; that as the 
Constitution proceeded from the people of the 
States, in their sovereign capacity as States, 
underwent full discussion ‘before them, waa 
the subject of essays in the newspapers, aud 
was adopted by conventions elected by the 
‘people of the several States, ‘and after fall dis- 
cussions in the conventions, thus undergoing 
a double ordeal of debate and deliberation: by 
the: people: and their representatives; and as 
amendments are to become as binding as the 
original: Constitution; it follows as a corollary’ 
that the amendments must, in the spirit of the 
i instrument, undergo. discussion and examina- 
tion: before the people. before they elect the 
mambers of the Legislatures who, 4s: their 
representatives; are to express their wishes 
and carry out their will. : Sa 
Ordinarily Legislatures are 


. chosen with a 
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single reference to State and domestic inter- 
ests; their duties are of an internal character, 
and have no reference to national affairs ; but 
when an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States is proposed by Congress which 
is to affect State constitutions and their rela- 
tions to the General Government, which is 
brought home to the judgment and consider- 
ation of every member of the community, it 
becomes a subject of as much magnitude, com- 
paratively, as the original formationof the Con- 
stitution, and each one is as much interested 
as were our fathers who framed and the people 
who adopted the Constitution transmitted it to 
us. Whether the States shall suffer an abridge- 


ment of their reserved rights; whether they will , 


par: with any of them and commit them to other 
ands, to be wielded in other interests, is a 
grave subject, which challenges the attention 
and demands the most solemn consideration 
and judgment of the American people. When 
a State constitution isto be changed or amended, 
a convention elected by the people is chosen 


to effect it; or if the amendment is notof avery |. 


essential or important nature, it is published, 
and the action of one or two Legislatures sub- 
sequently elected becomes necessary to its 
adoption. This is necessary when the only ques- 
tion is one of a domestic character, whether 
the people of a State will modify their consti- 
tution in a matter which relates to and affects 
only themselves, and, when they can, alter, 
change, or annul the amendment afterward, 
if they find it injurious or injudicious. How 
much more important and requisite it is that 
amendments to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States should be subjected to the scru- 
tiny and judgment of the people of the States 
individua é before their servants, selected by 
them, shall be called to act. If the amend- 
ment is adopted by three fourths of the States 
the 
yond the power of any one or more States less 
than that number. If there is any one propo- 
sition in politics or in morals that would seem 
indisputable it is that the people of a State 
should be called upon to elect their Legislature 
after a proposition is made by Congress to the 
States to amend the organic law of the United 
States. Any other course would be paradoxi- 
cal and a fraud upon the people, who are inter- 
ested in constitutions which are to affect and 
operate upon them, their rights, interests, and 
property. 

It may sometimes happen that a political 
party may be in ascendency in three fourths 
of the Legislatures, as well as in Congress, and 
being desirous to deh Sea or perpetuate their 
power, may, through the forms of law, propose 
and ratify amendments to the Constitution 
without the people’s having had an opportun- 
ity of discussing, analyzing, and passing upon 
the subject; and who, if they had been con- 
sulted legally and had exercised their opinions, 
would have rejected them. Constitutions are 
never to be made inthe interests of and for the 
benefit of party; itis the people, as a body, who 
make constitutions which are to continue and 
to form the fundamental law, without refer- 
ence to political parties which subsequently 
arise, or which are to administer the Govern- 
ment. To make or amend a constitution by: 
and for party purposes or advantages is destruc- 
tive of all stability of government, of its ends 
and objects, and must end in anarchy, demoral- 
ization, and disorganization. 

This fifteenth amendment was proposed by 
Congress on the 27th of February, 1869, while or 
soon after which a number of the State Legisla- 
tures convened, or were then in session, having 


been elected previous to the action of Congress, 


and after the promulgation of the Chicago plat- 
form by the Republican party in 1868. Prey 
were thus chosen before the subject of the fif- 
teenth amendment was submitted by Congress, 
and after the Chicago convention had expressly 
declared. that the question of suffrage in the 
northern States was one belonging exclusively 
to those States. The amendment, therefore, 


was not in existence at the time of the election, 
was not before the people, was not debated by 
them, nor did it enter into their contemplation 
or imagination when the elections took place. 
They were generally held at the time and 
under the excitement of the presidential elec- 
tion. No platform contained any allusion to 
it; but the general question of who should be 


; President absorbed for the time all others. 


; ernment: North Carolina, 


| spirit of the Constitution. 


This fifteenth amendment was sprung upon 
the country after that election, and the Legis- 
latures of the following,States thus elected 
voted for its adoption in violation of the great 
principles of a representative republican Gov- 
est Virginia, 
Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Maine, Louisiana, 
Michigan, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, New York, and 
Nevada. 

But I come back to the vote of the State of 
New York, which annulled the vote of a former 
Legislature which was given in violation of the 
It is alleged that 
having once ratified she could not afterward 
revoke it. The Senator from that State who 
spoke on this subject on the 22d February last, 
[Mr. CoxxLING,] and who, I believe, is the only 
Senator who has spoken at large and directly 
to this point, in that speech said: 


“ To see the question clearly, and to see it all, isto 
see the answer also. The ratification of a constitu- 
tional amendment is not the exercise of legislative 
power derived from the people of a State. tis not 
& power reserved by the States, or inherent in the 
States. It is aspecific function, derived entirely from 
the Constitution of the United States. This is its 
origin. What is its nature and extent? It is the 
option to do ornot todo agiven thing. Itistheright 
to give consent, no more. Consent may be given by 
a Stato. Of course it may be withheld, else there 
could be no option to exercise, no act to do.” 


The Senator having thus stated the question 
proceeded to argue against the power of asub- 


| sequent Legislature to repeal or annul a ratifi- 


Ayes to alter or repeal it has passed be- |i cation of a preceding one, in these words: 


“The usual choice of a Legislature was matter of i` 


course; but the amendment having passed from the 
forum of consideration, the right to choose a Legis- 
lature to act upon it, once exercised, was exhausted, 
the same as if the ratification had been by a conven- 
tion. The power, like a multitude of ot er powers, 
is spent by being once exerted.” 

If the view which I have already taken of the 
Constitution, its nature, design, and object, be 
correct, itis a complete answer to the argu- 
ment of the Senator from New York. Butwith 
due deference to the honorable Senator, I may 


be permitted to controvert his theory of the | 
Constitution on this subject. The power to | 


ratify amendments, the Senator asserts, ‘is 
not a power reserved by the States or inherent 
in the States; it is a specific function, derived 
entirely from. the Constitution of the United 
States.’’ Every constitution is subject to revis- 
ion and amendment. The people who form a 
Constitution can destypy or amend it. There is 
no power in this country higher than them. 
When they make a Constitution they do not 
part with the power to change oralter it. But 
to avoid delay and expense, which attend the 
session of every convention, they usually pro- 
vide or specify a convenient mode in the instra- 
ment by which amendments may be effected. 
They sometimes, in State constitutions, require 
the action of two separate Legislatures before 
a convention.can be called. Sometimes they 

rovide for amendments through legislative 
bodies after due notice to and consideration by 
the people, and make no provision for a con- 
vention. But the States do not always con- 
form to the letter of the constitution. They 


may call a convention without the sanction of 


two Legislatures, and only of one; they may 
assemble in convention by authority of the Le- 
gislature when no constitutional provision is 
provided for it. The constitutions thus framed, 
when ratified by a majority of the people and 
put into operation, supersede all other consti- 
tutions and become the fundamental law of the 
State. So of the Government of the United 
States. 

The people of the States, in the capacity of 
States, having framed the Government of the 
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‘ strength of the 


| Confederation gave them power to do this, 


May 16, 


United States, would have the power by con. 
ventions to alter and change its provisions and 
powers. It isa power inherent in them, and 


: not derived from the Constitution of the United 
| States. The ratifieation mentioned in the Con. 


stitution was prescribed as a form or mode by 
which the will and wishes of the people on the 
subject-matter might be made known. . It was 
not a power conferred, but a mode prescribed, 
They are not supposed to be trammeled and 
bound by mere forms which they have created ; 
they deal not in technicalities with themselves, 
but they look fo the intent, the meaning, the 
substance. 

Mr. Webster, in his great argument on the 
Rhode Island case, in favor of the old or char- 
tered government, said: 


“ First and chief, no man makes a question that 
the people are the source of all political power. Gov- 
ernment is instituted for their good, and all its mem- 
bers are their agents and servants. He who would 
argue against this must argue without an adver- 
sary. Why, where else can we look but to the peo- 
ple for political power in a popular government ? 
We have no hereditary executive, no hereditary 
branch of the Legislature, no inherited masses of 
property, no system of entails, no long trusts, no long 

amily settlements, no primogeniture.” 


Again, he says: 
“It was their great conservative principle in con- 
stituting forms of government that they should 


secure what they have estabkshed against hasty 
changes by simple majorities.” 

Again: 

“The old Congress, upon the suggestion of the 
delegates who assembled at Annapolis in May, 1786, 
recommended to the States that they should-send 
delegates to a convention to be holden at Philadel- 
phia to form a Constitution. No article of the old 
C but they 
oint delegates who 
formed the Consti- 


did it, and the States did ap 
assembled at Philadelphia an 
tution. 

Again: 

** All that is necessary here is that the will of tho 
people should be ascertained by some regular rule 


' of proceeding prescribed by previous law,’ 


His panegyric upon publie liberty in the 


|: same speech is: 


“The regular action of popular power, on the other 
hand, places upon public liberty the most beautiful 
face that ever adorned that angel form. All is regu- 
lar and harmonious in its features and gentle in its 
operation. The stream of public authority, under 
American liberty, running in this channel, has the 
issouril, while its waters are as 
transparent as those of acrystal lake. It is power- 
ful for good. It produces no tumult, no violence, 
and no wrong— 


“* Though deep, yet clear; though gentle, yet not 


u $: 
Strong, without rage; without o’erflowing, full.’”’ 
Ihave made these quotations as corroborative 


' of the views which I entertain and have ex- 
i pressed upon the subject of amendments to the 


Constitution and the structure and origin of 
the Government. It will be discovered, from 
what has been said and quoted, that it is the 
sovereign will of the people that is to be con- 
sultedand deferred to in determining the ques- 
tion. As some exception may be taken to the 
term ‘‘sovereign,’’ as applied to the people, 
as has been done when referring to States, I 
will quote the language of Mr. Webster in the 
speech referred to: 

* Well, then, let us all admit, what none can deny, 


, that the only souxe of political power in this coun- 
try is the people, 


Let us admit that they are sov- 
ereign, for they are so; that is to say, the aggregato 
community, the collected will of the people is sov- 


: ereign.”’ 


This was spoken of the people of Rhode 
Island. 

It will not be denied that the people of New 
York, when they elected the Legislature of 
1868, were not consulted in reference to the 
principle contained in the fifteenth amend- 
ment; that they did not elect the Legislature 
in reference to any such measure, nor was that 
body expected to take action upon it. The 
Legislature having usurped authority to act in 
violation of the meaning, intent, and purpose 
of the Constitution, shall it be said that the 
sovereign people are concluded from expressing 
their opinion, after due deliberation and dis- 
cussion at the forum and in the press, and in 
setting aside the action of unfaithful and usurp- 
ing servants? They acted without the pale of 
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their authority; selected for one purpose they 
assumed to actin another. Their principals 
never designed that they should arrogate power | 
to determine for them a great constitutional || 


question. Not clothed with power, they could 
not legally exert it. If they were discharging . 
only legislative duties a subsequent Legislature 


could repeal -what was done, as one Legislature 
cannot bind its successor. James A. Bayard, 
in a speech delivered in the House of Repre- 
sentatives in 1802 on the judiciary act, said : 

“The true principle is that one Legislature ma 
repeal the act of a former, in cases not prohibited 
by the Constitution.” 

If not an ordinary legislative power, they 
could not execute it without authority from 
the people. TheSenator trom New York said: 

“The right to choose a Legislature to act upon it, 
once exercised, was exhausted, the same as if the 
ratification had been by a conruntion.”’ 

Bat this right of choice was not exercised 
in 1868; the subject was not before the people, 
and they did not therefore ‘‘ choose a Legisla- 
ture to act upon it.’ If they had elected a 
convention it would have been to act upon 
that specific measure which would have been 
the subject of debate and deliberation in the 
choice of candidates. As a convention could 
only be chosen after the question was sub- 
mitted formally by Congress, so a Legislature 
qualified to act must be chosen after the amend- 
ment was proposed. The ‘‘ power, like a mul- 
titude of others,’’ could not be ‘‘ spent by being 
once exerted,’’ because it was not properly 

esed nor exercised. 

It should be remembered that until three 
fourths of the States ratify an amendment it is 


inchoate only, notconsummate—only in process — 


of consummation; that the object is to obtain 
the deliberate and final judgment of the peo- 
pleon the proposition to amend, their last and 
final judgment after a careful and thorough 
investigation and consideration. As they made 
and can unmake the Constitution, as the peo- 
ple is the party deeply and solely interested, 
and as an addition to the fundamental law is 
to affect them, their posterity, and interests, © 
they may, before the adoption of an article by 
three fourths of the States, reconsider and re- 
verse any hasty or inconsiderate action. A 
convention could recall its action, or a new 
convention, at any time before the ratification 
becomes complete by the requisite namber of 
States. 

Conventional or legislative action is only the - 
agency through which the sense of the people 
is obtained ; islatares and conventions are 
but convenient instrumentalities for obtaining 
and expressing the sense of the people. If it 
were possible for the people to meet in mass | 
and vote upon an amendment, they could re- |, 
consider and change their decision at anytime | 
before the result was made final and conclu- 
sive. The ten amendments to the Constita- 
tion were made between the 20th of November, 
489, and the 16th of December, 1791, as the 
States chose to act. At any time between those 
periods any State could have. withdrawn her 
ratification. By the seventh article of the Con- 
stitution ‘‘ the ratification of the conventions 
of nine States shall be sufficient for the estab- 
lishment of this Constitution between the States 
80 ratifying thesame.’’ Down tothe 23d May, 
1788, only eight States had ratified it. Wasit | 
not competent for any one of the eight States, 
or for any number of them, to have withdrawn 
their ratifications before the ninth State rati- 
fied the Constitution? If, in the formation, the 
States had a right to recall before final con- 
summation, have they not now, by analogy 
and parity of reason, a right to withdraw a 
consent improvidently given or surreptitiously 
conferred by their agents or representatives ? 
The Senator from New York (Mr. Conxuine] 
illustrates his position as follows: 

“Government having once made a treaty, cannot 
at pleasure annul it, though a Government not hav- 
ing made a treaty may st pleasure make it. One 


mey refuse to marry, and no matter how often he 
refuses, still he may marry. But one who has mar- 


| 


j 
j 
{ 


. preme 


i entered 


ame 


ried cannot at pleasure undo the act, though he may 
change his mind. Marrying and unmarrying are 
different proceedings. So are ratifying and unrati- 
fying constitutional amendments.” 


But, with due deference to the distinguished 


"| Senator, the cases cited by him are clearly 
aaoghal from the one before the Senate, | 


and when fully understood strengthen the argu- 
ment which I have had the pleasure to advance. 
A treaty is by the Constitution made the su- 

law: and when duly ratified is perfect 
and complete; itis not dependent upon the 
action of others to make it effective. So the 
marriage relation; when the contract is once 
into it is consummate and does not 
depend upon the consent or ratification of 
other persons. These are independent and 
executed contracts, and not like ratifications 
which may never be perfected, and are not 
therefore beyond the reach of renunciation. 
Suppose that twenty States had ratified the 


| 
| 


fifteenth amendment, would they be bound to | 
wait for twenty years for other States now in _ 
the Union and new States to be introduced ` 


. and not have the power of revocation? Cir- 


cumstances and considerations which might - 
induce the people of a State to accept a new ' 


‘ constitutional provision in the lapse of time 


might cense to operate, or new and primary 
considerations might make it highly essential 
to annul their former decision. Shall it be 
said that the power once exerted has spent 
itself and can never be recalled? Such never 
was the intention of our fathers who made the 
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proposed to vote upon the fifteenth amend- 
ment, which was concocted after their election. 
They took such a course to effect their object 
that a portion of the Democratic members re- 
signed, enough to leave the body without a 
quorum of two thirds. Their sole object was 
to carry out the spirit of the Constitution and 
leave to the next Legislature, who would be 
elected after a full canvass and discussion of 
the subject, to act according to the wishes and 
opinions of a majority of the people of that 
State. The Governor and the Legislature at 
that time, I understand, were of the opinion 
that less than two thirds of the whole house 
could not constitutionally vote on the proposi- 
tion of amendment. All the Democrats, I 
believe, were redlected, and a special session 
of the Legislature was convened. The Demo- 
crats still refusing to go into a vote on the fif- 
teenth amendment, the Republicans, consti- 


‘ tuting less than two thirds of the whole house, 


proceeded to ratify it. 

The constitution of Indiana says that ‘‘ two 
thirds of each house shall constitute a quorum 
todo business, but a smaller number may meet, 
adjourn,” &c. The house of representatives 
by law is composed of one hundred members; 
each is a part of, and the whole number consti- 
tute the house. The term house, as here used 
is a constitutional term, signifying a hundred 
members, two thirds of whom are necessary 
to constitute a quorum. The quorum in any 


: legislative body is the number fixed by the con- 


Constitution, nor is it consistent with the na- ' 


ture and spirit of our institutions. Tomy mind 
it is clear that the vote of New York should 
not be counted for the amendment. 

It is also clear that the vote of Indiana in 
favor of the ratification should be rejected. I 
quote from the constitution of Indiana of 1851, 
as follows: 


of representatives one hundred members. 

* Two thirds of each house shall constitute a quo- 
rum to do business; but a smaller number may 
meet, adjourn from day to day, and compel the at- 
tendance of absent members. | , 

“ Either house may punish its members for disor- 


_ derly behavior, and may, with the concurrence of 


two thirds, expel a member. 
*A majority of all the members elected to each 


. house shall be necessary to pass any bill or joint 


resolution.” 

Where there is no constitutional provision 
a majority is by usage considered a 
transact business; 


stitution. No usage, practice, or precedent of 
legislative bodies, no parliamentary law, can 


' change or modify in any respect the number to 


uorum to . 
ut whenever there is a: 


me A ` olution. 
' constitutional regulation the custom or usage 


is abolished, and the number fixed by the ‘' 


fandamental law is requisite in all cases. 
Cushing, in his Law and Practice of Legisla-. 
tive Assemblies, says: 


* In this country the number necessary to consti- | 
i 1 the States respectively and | 
in the Congress of the United States, regulated by |; 


tute a quorum is, in 


constitutional provisions.” 
He farther says: 
“In this country the number necessary to form 
a quorum is different in each Legislative Assembly, 
according to its size, the quorum being for the most 
part fixed at some aliquot part, as, for example, two 
thirds or a majority of each; and of course, being 


established only by constitutional provision, the | 


number is in force at the commencement of each 
session, and is unalterable by the Assemblies them- 
selves.’ 


It follows as a necessary conclusion that | 
wherever the constitution fixes the quorum | 


it supersedes all usages and customs, and em- 
braces all the acts which the body may do, 
either in the ordimary routine of legislative 
duties or in the capacity or name of a legis- 
lature. Where power is conferred to do an act 
or perform any duty, which is imposed upon 
them by law, or which they may be called to 
discharge, of whatever character, they have no 
power to change the quorum, according to the 
authority cited, which is fixed by the Constitu- 
tion for all time and occasions. i 
The Legislature of Indiana was elected prior 
to the proposal of the fifteenth amendment 
and without reference to the subject. A ma- 
jority of the House of Delegates were Repub- 
licans, but less than two thirds. When assem- 
bled for legislative business the Republicans 


makea quorum as fixed by the fundamental 
law. Either house is authorized to expel a 
member with the concurrence of two thirds; 
two thirds of one hundred would in this case be 
sixty-seven; this would be a constitutional 


E ' quorum ; could two thirds of sixty-seven, which 
The senate shall not exceed fifty, nor the house , would be forty-five, expel a member and deprive 


a county of its representative? Theexpulsion 
of a memberis one of the highest powers which 
a public body can exert; forty-five would be 
five less than one half of the members com- 
poring the house. The same constitution says 
that— 


“A majority of all the members elected to oach 


‘ house shall be necessary to pass any bill or joint 


resolution.” 


Fifty-one are necessary to pass even a res- 
Could forty-five expel a member? 
The ratification of a constitutional amendment 
is of higher importance, of vastly greater magni- 


' tude than the passage of a bill or resolution, or 
‘even the expulsion of a member. 


Can it be 
said that less than two thirds, or sixty-seven 
members, can constitute a quorum to pass 
upon an intensely important amendment tothe 
Constitution? Less than this constitutional 
quorum did pass upon it, and that action is a 
nullity; it isa political imposition, not valid 
in law, nor approved bya free, honest, high- 
minded people. 

I have also been informed that in the senate 
of Indiana several of the Democratic senators 
resigned their places a second time, leaving 
that body without a quorum, but that being 
accidently or otherwise in the senate chamber 
the doors were locked upon them. ‘They were 


; coerced to remain, and while thus under duress 


the vote on the fifteenth amendment was taken, 
and they counted as present and in full mem- 
bership, against their protestand remonstrance, 
thus adding force to positive and flagitious 
wrong and oppression. I have also learned 
that the Governor of Indiana, though a Repub- 
lican, and being a man of a high sense of honor 
and justice, refused to authenticate the record 
of the assumed passage of the amendment by 
his signature. I learn on inquiry at the State 
Department that it was certified only by the sec- 
retary of State. Deduct New York and Indi- 
ana and your assumed fifteenth amendment 
has not the requisite three fourths. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow me 
tointerrapt him for a moment‘ 
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Mr. VICKERS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORTON. I am authorized to s!::1e 
that the declaration just made by the Senaiur 
in regard to the refusal of the Governor of 
Indiana to certify the action of the Indiana 
Legislature in ratifying the fifteenth amend- 
ment 19 entirely erroneous. The Senator has 


been misinformed. I know that statement was |! 
Tho | 


made in the papers, but it is not true. 


Governor never refused, was never called | 
: the illiterate African or the red man. Now 
‘he is the champion of the colored man, and is 


upon, and would not have hesitated a moment 
to certify it. The law of Indiana requires that 


when an act is to be certified it shall be done - 


by the secretary of State; and the ratification 


of the fifteenth amendment was accordingly ` 


certified by the secretary of State. There was 


no law of the State under which the Governor . 


could have appended his signature to it. 


Mr. VICKERS. I made the statement upon 


the information of others. 

Mr. MORTON. I know the statement has 
been made in the press. 

Mr. VICKERS. Of course I have no per- 
sonal knowledge on the subject. 

The fourteenth amendment was adopted by 


pees the white man if he only attempts to 
obstruct his free admission to the ballot-box ! 
Then he considered the want of intelligence 
in the voter as a sufficient obstacle to his exer- 
cising the privilege of suffrage. Now he deems 
the importance of the negro vote to his party 
so great that he is willing to enforce upon the 
white race heavy punishments for attempting | 
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but these have not brought them any nearer 
to an equality with the white man. Provi- 
dence has wisely made and separated the races 
by a law which no Government can annul, 
The ballot will not provide meat and bread to 
the colored voter. He must continue to labor 
ag he has been wont to do. It will not enable 
him to enter upon terms of social equality nor 


to delay it. Then he was unwilling to intrust '| the practice of intermarriage. The laws of 
the liberties of the country in the hands of: nature, of the races, have in those respects 
' created an inseparable barrier which neither 


endeavoring to secure by harsh and rigorous 


: enactments that suffrage, which he previously : 


thought he was not qualified to exercise. 
The third section of the amendment pro- 
posed by the Judiciary Committee provides 


' that if a person fails to be registered by any 


wrongful act or omission of the registration of- 
ficer, he shall, upon his affidavit of the fact, and . 
of his being wrongfully prevented from being 
registered, be entitled to vote at the election 
notwithstanding, and imposes a fine and im- 


‘| prisonment on the judge of election who may 
: decline to take such vote; fine and imprison- 


thirty States, as reported by the Secretary of ` 


State, there being thirty-six States and twenty- 
seven beingthree fourths of the whole number; 
but included in the thirty are the votes of North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, which 


had previously rejected the amendment; New : 


Jersey, which withdrew her ratification ; and 
Ohio which also withdrew her previous consent 
to it. Included also in the list is Louisiana. 
If aState cannot revoke her ratification because 
the power once exercised is spent, how can a 
State which has once refused to ratify after- 
ward exert the power to confirm? Without, 
however, relying upon such a distinction, if my 


reasoning be correct, not one of the amend- " 
‘ of election to punishment if he declines to re- 


ments has been legally and constitutionally 
adopted, and if they can once be brought un- 
der the searching examination of a judicial 
tribunal will, in my judgment, be determined 
to be unconstitutional. . 


pressing this bill with its odious features must 
have changed considerably his sentiments in 
reference to the negro and his capacity for par- 
ticipationin government since December, 1865, 
when a bill for the protection of. freedmen was 
before the Senate. In reference to the amend- 
ment of the Constitution abolishing slavery, 
and the power to enforce it by legislation, he 
said : ° i 

“The simple fact that we possess the power, must 
have a salutary effect in constraining the local 


authorities to accord to the freedman his natural 
rights.” ; 


` Again, the Senator said in the same speech: 


`“ Buat we must remembor that prejudice is often | 


more powerful than reason, ond that it often happens 
that prejudice itself is founded in reason. If this is 
not a white man’s Government, one thing is certain, 
that neither theblack man nor thered man has ever 


rearod such a Government.” 
And in the same speech we find the following : 


“This prejudice is not necessarily selfish or cruel, | 
but it may arise from an honest desire for the pres- ! 


ervation of our own liberties, and the liberties of 
the race which the war kas made freo, However this 
may be, the fact still exists that few States in the 
North have yet granted the right of suffrage in any 


form to the colored men within their borders, al-- 


though those colored men are often educated, fre- 
quently more enlightened, than some white men 
among whom they reside.” 

He further said: 


`“ It may not be unjust fora people whose liberties 
can only be sustained by intelligence and virtue, to 
pause and hesitate before they intrust those liberties 
in the hands of four million unfortunate persons, 
just emerged from the most degrading slavery, before 
they shall have had an opportunity tolearn the prin- 
ciples of that Government whose functions they are 
oalled upon to perform,” 

`- The Senator then recognized the prejudices 
of race and color as justifiable, and that they 
might be founded in reason; then he regarded 
the Government as a white man’s Government, 
such as no black or red man had ever reared. 
To-day we find the Senator advocating negro 
suffrage, and the infliction of severe penalties 


| registration. 


ment are also imposed upon the officers of 
The judges of election are not 


‘ appointed to examine into the qualification of 


voters; they are furnished with the lists of 
registration, usually on the morning of the elec- 
tion, andif a person offers to vote whose name 
is not upon the list he is not permitted to vote, 
although he may be a white man. All exam- 
inations into the qualifications of voters are to. 
be made by the officers of registration. A judge 
of the election by this bill is required to com- 
mit perjury by permitting one to vote who has | 
failed to satisfy the registration officers of his 
right or qualification. The simple oath of the | 
person, without proof, is to subject the judge 


ceive a ballot. He is not to examine into the 


alifications, but is to receive the ballot upon `` 


u 
', the mere affidavit of an interested party whose 
, oath is to outweigh the oaths and obligations’ 
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. Srmwart]in | 


f 


of others. 


The tenth section of the first article of the ` 


Constitution of the United States prohibits the | 


States from entering into treatios or alliances, |: 
granting letters of marque and reprisal, coining || 


money, emitting bills of credit, from making | 
anything but gold and silver coin a tender in | 
payment of debts, from passing ex post facto | 
laws or laws impairing the obligation of con- | 


tracts, and from granting titles of nobility. | 
But the comity due to the States, and the | 
respect to which they are entitled, have re- || 
strained Congress from passing enactments || 
of a penal character on those subjects, leaving || 
it to thé courts to decide upon them as they |: 


arise. But now Congress hès so far pro- , 
gressed in revolutionizing the Government, in | 
changing its essential attributes and charac- 
ter, and in trampling upon the rights of the : 
States, that it hesitates not to create statutes 
of a character insulting, and degrading to the 
American people. The new-black element is 
so important in the eyes of Republican poli- | 
ticians, and the white race has become of such 
secondary and inferior interest with them, that | 
the sensibilities, the pride, the honor, the sta- | 
tus, and the antecedents of that race are to be 
virtually ignored to conciliate and secure the 
votes of the new and sable allies, whose true 
friends are to be found in the Democratic and 
Conservative party of the country, and whose 
best interests would be subserved by their reli- 
ance upon and confidence in those who have no 
sinister purposes to serve, and who seek not 
their support under the guise of assumed and 
pretended friendship. : 

The ballot cannot elevate the colored: man 
and make him equal to the white. He is 
entitled to the trial by jury, to testify in the 
courts, and to the- protection of the law in 
the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property. 
Slavery has been abolished. No one desires | 
its return, and their freedom is secured by 
universal consentand constitutional provisions i 


legislation nor bayonets can demolish. He 


‘will find that his social status is not changed, 


while he will be expected to support white 


'. Republicans; that he is to be used for party 


' interests, and that an occasional office is to be 


given, notone in a hundred, as a bait to secure 
his support. He ought to know that while 


: the Democratic and conservative party of the 


country would not flatter 


* Neptune for his trident, 
Or Jove for his power to thunder,” 


- making no new-born professions to conciliate 


and to invite his affiliation, that they are his 
mast reliable friends, who are ever ready to 


:, vindicate his just rights, reward his labor, and 


` promote his material interests ; to afford to him 


all proper facilities for education and acquisi- 
tion of property, having no selfish purposes to 
accomplish, keeping up that natural distinction 
of races which a wise Providence designed to 
exist, and never sacrificing principle to obtain 
party triumphs; that the colored people should 
learn that their comfort and prosperity are to be 
gained not by participating in the activity and 
excitement of politics, by parades and e- 
brations, which will absorb much of the pro- 
ceeds of their laborand consume valuable time, 
to benefit politicians, and which will lessen the 
respect. and confidence of the community ; but 
by industry, integrity, temperance, frugality, 
and observance of the laws. l 
The bill now before us confers powers which 


. the President of the United States does not 


l! before us. 
|' stand and see their rights and liberties imper- 


ji assem 


: constitutionally possess. By the Constitution 
the President is made Commander-in-Chief, 
and when a State Executive formally applies 
to him, he may protect the State against do- 
mestic violence. But the bill we are now con- 
sidering authorizes the appointment of certain 
! commissioners by the circuit courts of the 
United States, and they of sub-com missioners, 
| or agents, with power to call out. the military 
' at their discretion. They may call them into 
active service at every election poll; the whole 
country may be a military camp and the freedom 
of elections become a mere name or mockery 
This bill places the. country under military 
rule, and the lives of the people at the merey 
of irresponsible Government agents and sub- 
agents. The alien and sedition law, which 
was so odious to our fathers, and which pro- 


| 
| 


‘| duced a complete revolution in the political 


i parin of: that day, was not comparable in the 
ideous character of its features to the one 
Whether. the people will calmly 
iled without a struggle to protect them is a 
matter yet to be determined. Ea 
Patrick Henry, when resisting the adoption 
of the Constitution of the United States in 
the Virginia convention, invoked the members 
of that body not to ratify the Constitution with- 
out first seouring amendments to protect the 
rights and liberties of the people ; and in reply 
to an argument used in its favor and based 
upon the supposed responsibility and punish- 
ment of those who infringed their rights, and of 
the remedy provided for amendments, said : 
“The honorable gentleman who presides told us 
that:to prevent abuses in our Government we will 
le in convention, recall our delegated powers, 
and punish our servants for abusing the trustrepose 
inthem. Oh, sir, we should have fine times, in- 
deed, if to punish tyrants it were only sufficient to 
assemble the people. Your arms wherewith you 
could defend yourselves are gone, and you have 
no longer an aristocratical, no longer ademocratical 
spirit. Did you ever read of any revolution in any 
nation brought about by the punishment of those in 


ower inflicted by those who had no power at all? 
You read of a riot act in a country which is called 
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1d, where n fow neighbors 
oo aame chabis without o Tabor Boing Mok by a 
hired soldicry, tho engines of despotism. Wo may 
seo such an act in America. A standing army we 
shall have also to execute the cxecrable commands | 
of tyranny; and howarc you to punish them ?. Will : 
you order them to be punished? Who shall obe 
these orders? Will your mace-bearer be n mate 
for a disciplined regiment? In what situation are 
we to be?” 

Sir, the act before us is worse and more 
dangerous than a riot act or the alien and 
sedition law. Itproposes to punish without the 
indictwent of a grand jury 5 it proposes to fine 
and to imprison, although the charge of an 
ordinary assault or misdemeanor can originate | 
only with a grand jury ; it essays to punish not - 
only offenses, but all attempts to interfere with 
the registration or suffrage of the cherished 
Afriesn for whatever cause. Heretofore all 
violations of the law relating to registrations 
or elections have been exercised exclusively by 
the States, and the penalties have been moder- 
ate in view of the ordinary excitements of a 
political canvass, but no sooner is the African 
entitled to vote than all the powers and ener- 
gies and devices of the General Government 
are brought into exercise to impose harsh and 
severe penalties upon any one who may attempt 
to do what if done to a white man heretofore 
was left to the courts to redress., Five hun- 
dred dollars fine and imprisonment from one | 
month to one year are the ordinary inflictions || 
of this bill: SE E i | 


“Our country sinks beneath tho yoke; 
ri 
il 


eeps, it bl 
Ee E a 

It is said to be a curious fact that ‘the vest- 
ments of certain statues were colored. The 
drapery of Jupiter was red, and of the nymphs ` 
sea green. The mantle of. Apollo was violèt. 
Bacchus was attired in white, Jano in sky blue, 
and Pallas had a flame-colored mantle, and | 
kings in purple. - But it has been left to the 
Republicans of the nineteenth century to drape 
the statue of liberty ia black. pal 

The people of this country have. endured for | 
the last eight years wrongs and oppressions, hu- :: 
‘miliations and injustice; they have witnessed 
wanton attacks upon the Cenatitution and the '; 
hberty of the citizen, and gross invasions of | 
State rights that would have driven our fore- |! 
fathers to seek appropriate redress. In Rome I 
there was no triumph in civil, wars; the suc- 
cess, whatever it might be, was R subject for 
public mourning. Generous snd magnani- 
mous minds are readiest to- forgive. but the 
policy of the dominant. party here seems to 

e constantly aggressive and exasperating, 
calculated to drive the people to ‘desperation 
and to bring our country to misfortane and 
ruin. Why not biad up end heal the wounds 
that war has made, cultivate friendship, forget 
the past, and win to our embrace and regard | 
those who have suffered so greatly in the con- | 
flict. Treat them as brothers, attach them to | 
us by conciliation and kindness, and as your | 
candidate for the Presidency prior to his:elec- 
tion openly declared for peare, Jet it be said. 
that, our— . ; k 

“Peace is o fa 3 
For then boty partios Sony nro salvia: 
And neither party loser.’’. ; 

Mr. STEWART. . I desire to move for a 
recess at half past four o'clock until half pas 
seven. E pat fe a ; AE 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. SPENOER 
in the chair.) .The motion requires unanimous | 
consent. x TISE e AIR Z i i 

Mr. STEWART. F will withdraw it forthe | 
present. atime A ee ace eae 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President; I wish to 
say something on this bill, but-I am- rather 
unwell to-day, and very hoarse, and for that 
reason I am anxiousthat the bill should go ever ; 
besides, I do not wish to speak to empty seats. 
This is a bill of great importance, one that will 
beremembered long after some of us, perhaps, 
are gone; and yet on its consideration there is 
not one third of the Senate present. I do not 
speak simply for the purpose of heating myself 


-respect for itself. 
` wish to speak to empty benches. 
: the Senate adjourn. 


. division—ayes 12, noes 22; 
I call for the yeas and - 


. the Constitution of the United States. 
speak fora practical purpose, and therefore I || 
shall not moot a question upon which I know the `: 


speak. I never do that; nor, as the phrase 
is, for buncombe. I shall speak with the 
hope of convincing the Senate, at least those 
who will listen to me, that there are features 


‘in this bill which ought not to be in it, and 


that the Senate cannot leave in it with a proper 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio moves that the Senate adjourn. 

The question being put, there were on a 
no quorum voting. 


Mr. STEWART, 


But, as I said, I do not: 
I move that | 


nays. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I suggest that : 


there is a quorum present. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well; let us have 
another count. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will again put the question. 

The question being again put, there were 
on a division—ayes 12, noes 32. 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. THURMAN, Mr. President, I shall 


forego any argument on the question whether . 
the so-called fifteenth amendment is a part of | 


I shall 


dominant party of the Senate is fully committed, 


and which it would be entirely useless therefore | 


to discuss; but what I wish to do is to try in 
good faith to convince the Senate, if it is will- 


|| ing to be convinced, that there are provisions 
i in this bill which ought not to be in it, and that 


the bill, taken as a whole, is not one that shonld 
receive the approbation of the Senate. f 
Nor, sir, shall I discuss the general question 


‘, whether Congress should proceed to legislation 


of this kind, without waiting to see what will 
be done by the States, without waiting to see 
that there is a necessity for such legislation, 
without waiting for one single act done in vio- 
lation of the right of any citizen under your 
fifteeathamendment. Before any man has been 
deprived of any right whatsoever, or even threat- 


ened witha deprivation of any right whatsoever, | 


it is proposed to pass a bill of pains and penal- 
ties. . Whether that can be done is a question 
whieh {shall leave without discussion, because 


I concede that thet is a foregone conclusion | 
with the majority of the Senate. Itistrue, that |, tiv | ; 
i ': trict courts of the United States ; you may take 


isa question which I should like to discuss, if I 


thought there could be any good produced by ': 


diacussing it. 


Without any act on the part of |: 


a single State, without any threat of resistance | 


oa the part of a single State, when State after 
State has permitted the colored race to vote 
at the spring elections, and there is no com- 
plaintanywhere that any one of them has been 


deprived of the right ot suffrage, I do think it | 
is of most evil example that a bill which bris- | 


tles all over with peins and penalties, a bill 


which: makes it impossible almost for a man | 


of charaeter and responsibility to hold the 


office of judge of election, should be intro- | 
duced into thé Senate with a fair prospect of | 


its passage. i ; 
- But, sir, passing this by, 


|| details of this bill. - 


What is the first section? I speak now 


of the amendmest proposed by the Judi- | 


ciary Committee; and here I ought to say that 


‘though a member of that committee I was not 


in committee when this matter was consid- 


ered; I was absent from the city; and it was | 


not until this very morning that for the first 
time Į saw this bill. What is the first section 
of this proposed amendment? 

That all citizens of tho United States who are or 
shali be otherwise qualified by law to vote at any 
election by the peopie in any State, Territory, dis- 
trict, county, city, parish, township, schoo! district, 


municipality, or other territorial subdivision, shall. 


be entitled and allowed to vote at all such elections, 
without distinction of race, color, or previous condi- 
tion of servitude, any law, custom, usage, or regula- 
tion of any State or Territary, or by or under its 
authority, to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Jet us look at the | 


that is that the thing is wholly unnecessary 

and nugatory if the fifteenth amendment isa 
| part of the Constitution of the United States. 
| You cannot add any strength to the fifteenth 
constitutional amendment by putting the very 
identical provision of thatamendment into the 

shape of astatute. The whole thing, there- 

fore, is simply inofiicious and nugatory. 

What is the second section? 


Src. 2, And be it further enacted, That if by or 


‘| under the authority of the constitution or laws of 


any State or the laws of any Territory, any act is or 
shall be required tobe donc asa prerequisite or qual- 
` ification for voting, and bysuch constitution or laws 
persons or officers arc or shail be charged with the 
performance of dutics in furnishing to citizens an 
opportunity to perform such prerequisite or to be- 
come qualified to vote, it shall be the duty of every 
such person and officer to give to all citizens of theo 
. United States the same and cqual opportunity to 
perform such prerequisite, and to become qualified 
' to vote, without distinction of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude; and if any such person or 
officer shall refuse or knowingly omit to give full 
effect to this section, he shall for every such offense 
forfeitand pay the sum of $500to the person aggrieved 
. thereby, to be recovered by an action on the casc, 
, with full costs and such allowance for counsel fees 
: as the court shall deem just, and shall also for every 
such offense be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not less than 
$500, and be imprisoned not less than one month and 
not moro than one year. 

The first thing that strikes a lawyer on read- 
ing that section is that it undertakes to impose 
: by act of Congress duties upon officers of a 
State, officers created under State authority, 
deriving their sole commission to act from the 
State. In other words, it is directly in the face 
_ of the decision of the Supreme Court, in Prigg 
. vs. The Commonwealth of Pennsyivania, in 
_ which it was declared by the Supreme Court 
of the United States, I believe almost unan- 
imously, that it was not in the power of Con- 
gress to impose any duty or impose any author- 
ity upon an officer of a State. You undertake 
to regulate the duty of officers created by State 
authority, holding their offices solely under 
State authority, amenable solely to the State 
by which they are chosen or by which they are 
appointed; you undertake to say that the pow- 
ers, duties, and functions of an officer of a 
State, holding his office simply under the State, 
can be regulated, prescribed, governed, and 
enforced by an act of Congress. 

If this doctrine be true you can pass a law 
to take the Governor of Ohio from his execu- 
tive seat and try him before one of your dis- 


the Governor of New York or of any other 
: State, or the supreme judges of any State, and 
| try them under this bill of pains and penalties 


i because they, officers of a State, do not exe- 
| cute an act of Congress! 


I deny the authority 


|; to do any such thing. 1 deny any such author 


i: offense in this section? 


: ity whetsqever. Butif the authority existed, 
how strange it would seem, how low and de- 
based the States would have become, when the 
| Congress of the United States, without waiting 
i to see whether any State will be derelict in its 
| duty, without waiting to see whether any State 
‘officers will refuse to obey the Constitution of 
the United States, introduces a bill of pains 
and penalties like this, that bristles in every 
section with fine and imprisonment and rewards 
to be given to informers. 
Allow me to call the attention of the lawyers 
| of the Senate to another thing. What is the 
i corpus delicti in this section? ‘What is the 
: What are the substan- 


|| tive words that create it, and that must be used 


in an indictment under this section, for here is 
an indictable offense? That if ‘fany officer 
shall refuse or knowingly omit to give full effect 
to this section ;’’ these are the words which 
define the crime. Now, I pray the learned 
gentleman of the Judiciary Committee who has 
charge of this bill [Mr. Srewar?] to tell us 
what is failing or omitting or refusing to give 
fall effect to this section. 1 hope’ he will en- 
lighten us, so that when we get up an indict- 
ment we may refer to his speech in the Senate 
that the coart may understand what is the 


'— The only observation I have to make about || offense of failing to give fulF effect to the pro- 
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visions of this section. I confess I do not 
know. I aman older lawyer than he is; I 
have tried a great many cases ; I have studied 
statutes very carefully ; but I confess my entire 
ignorance of what is meant by this phrase: ‘if 
any such person or officer shall refuse or know- 
ingly omit to give full effect to this section.” 

pass from that and come to section three: 


constitution or laws of any State, or the laws of any 
Territory, any act is or shall be required to be done | 


{ 
That whenever, by or under the authority of the |; 
i 


by any citizen as a prerequisite to qualify or entitle : such testimony as I have stated, but the officer 


him to vote, the offer of any such citizen to perform 
the act required to be done, as aforesaid, shall, if it 
failed to bo carried into execution by reason of the 
wrongful act or omission aforesaid of the person or 


oflicer charged with the duty of receiving or permit- .: 


ting such performance, or offer to perform or acting 
thereon, be deemed and held as a performance in law 
of such act. 

That is to say, if the offer of a citizen to 
perform the act to be done shall fail to be 
carried into execution by reason of the wrong- 
ful act or omission, it shall be deemed to be a 
performance. And then what? Then the judges 
of election are required to allow that man to 


vote upon his presenting his affidavit of the t 


fact stated in the previous part of this section, 
without any contradiction whatsoever. There ; 
is no door open to contradiction. He may be 
swearing to the basest falsehood that ever fell 
from the lipsofa man; he may not have offered 
to do the thing; or if he did offer, he may not 
have been 
omission of the registering officers or other 
functionaries; and yet, although they might be 
able to prove by a hundred witnesses that the 
man was committing perjury, his affidavit is to 
be taken as conclusive evidence of the fact, and 
he is to be allowed to vote. 

But let us goa little further. 


Not only is 


tion or the person who is to count the vote, | 
if he do not receive and count that person’s | 
vote upon his mere affidavit, which he is not ; 
permitted to contradict, forfeits the sum of | 
$500 “to the person aggrieved thereby ;” that | 
is, to the man who makes the affidavit. In | 
other words, you hold out a plain, clear in- | 
ducement to a man to commit perjury. You 
give him $500 if he will swear falsely. There 
may or may not be one word of truth in what 
he says. It may be said you can convict him | 
of perjury if he swears falsely. How can you 
do it? Let me put a case. Here isa regis- | 
trar, a man whose business it is to register 
votes. A B says he came and offered to regis- 
ter and to show that he was qualified betore 
that man. In truth it may be that he never 
did any such thing; but he says so, and he | 
goes to the election and makes an affidavit of 
that fact. The registrar may swear that he | 
never did any such thing. That would be | 
oath against oath; and yet he must be allowed | 
to vote, and if the officer refuses to receive his 


vote here is a fine of $500 to the man him- || 


self who has taken this false oath. How are | 


you to convict him of perjury? You cannot | 
There may be the oath of the registrar | 


do it. 
against his oath; but every lawyer knows you 
must have more than the oath of one man to 
convict another man of perjury. You must | 
have two witnesses, or one witness and strong 
corroborating circumstances. 

By this bill—and this is only one of the in- 
stances, as I shall show before I get through— 
you put it absolutely in the power of an un- 
scrupulous man to put $500 in his pocket every 
time he is willing to tell a falsehood in the 
shape of an affidavit. Not only do you put 
it in the power of an unscrupulous man, but 
you put it in the power of wicked men, or 
men who are ignorantand those who use ignor- 
ant men for their purposes. Take a negro 
who cannot read or write. How easy it is to 
persuade that man that he has appeared before | 
the registrar and offered to do all that was 
necessary to entitle him to vote, when in point 
of fact he would have no clear distinct knowl- 
edge of anything he was to do at all in the 
premises; and yet you allow the man who has 


revented by any wrongful act or ' 


really offered to do nothing that the register is 
required to exact of him, who is acting hon- 
daily but ignorantly, the right to go and make 
his affidavit and get his vote without comply- 
ing with the State law; and not only do you 
give him that right, but you give him the right 
‘ to have $500 put in his pocket if he can con- 
| vict any one of these officials upon that oath. 
Let me go alittle further with this bill. That 
,isnotall. Not only are the $500 to be given 
to this common informer, and to be given upon 
is also to be subject to indictment and a further 
: fine, and also to be imprisoned: 


And shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not less 
, than $500, and be imprisoncd not less than one month 
; and not more than one year. 


idation, or otherwise, shall hinder, delay, prevent, 
or obstruct, or attempt to hinder, delay, prevent, or 
obstruct any citizen from doing any act authorized 
by this act to be done to qualify him to vote or from 


voting at any election as aforesaid, such person shall . 
for overy such offense forfeit and pay the sum of ' 


$500 to the person aggrieved thereby— 


informer — 
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Here comes your $500 again to a common <; 


to be recovered by an action on the case with full |: 


costs and such allowance for counsel feesas the court 
' shall deem just, and shall also for every such offense 


: of a State 


: be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction |, 
thereof, be fined not less than $500, and be imprisoned : 


Here it is again: $500 to the informer, $500 


| tothe United States , with imprisonment added. 


Now, look at the practical effect of such a 
section as that. It says if any man shall, not 
simply hinder or prevent, but ‘‘if anybody 


learned Judiciary Committee, in drawing up a 
criminal statute, uses such language as this, 
“ that if any person by force, bribery, threats, 
intimidation, or otherwise shall hinder, delay, 
prevent, or obstruct;’’ that is to say, if I per- 


say to him, ‘‘ Come, now, do not let you and 
me vote;’’ and by my persuasion, by my 
‘t otherwise,” I hinder or prevent him from 
voting on that occasion, forsooth, I am liable 
to be indicted under this section, and also to 


|! pay him $500, with costs and such counsel 


fees as the court may prescribe. Or if I per- 
suade him to pair off with meand [then vote, 
and in that way should humbug him, by break- 
ing my pair, 1 should be subject to this pen- 
alty. If I broke my pair I should deserve to 
be punished, I admit; but I do not think this 
is the way in which to doit. This is a crim- 
inal statute which provides for punishing a 
man for hindering or ‘ otherwise’’ preventing 
persons from voting. But that is not all. It 
extends to all who shall hinder or prevent, 
“or attempt to hinder, delay, or obstruct.’’ 
What certainty of description! What cer- 
tainty there is in such an offense as that! 
; What is the attempt to hinder or prevent? I 
should like to know what is the attempt to 


|! delay. If I undertake to reason with a man 


as he goes to the polls that he ought to vote 
for A B instead of C D, and we stop on the 
road side and reason the matter, talk it over, 
and that delays the man, I suppose if they can’ 
make out that I did it with a bad motive that 
would be held to be an attempt to delay the 
man from voting. 

What is the punishment for that? If I at- 
tempt in that way to delay or hinder a man 
from voting the man is entitled to $500 for it, 
| and I must be indicted and pay $500 to the 
United States and go to prison besides. 
not everybody see that it puts men completely in 
the power of the unscrupulous? What man, 
pray, is safe with such a statute as this? There 
is no man against whom some bad man cannot 
swear, if disposed to make money out of him, 
| some offense under this bill. Here isa reward 


I should like to į 


| suade my friend CARPENTER not to vote at all | 
| I am liable to pay him $500, and to pay $500 | 
| to the United States, and to be imprisoned. | 
‘| If I persuade him, if I reason with him, and ; 


Does | 


not lessthan one month and not more than one year. | 


i shall by force, bribery, threats, intimidation, or | 
ıı otherwise shall hinder,” &c. 


P © know what that ‘‘otherwise”? means? Our) 
he to be allowed to vote; but the judge of elec- |, 


May 16, 


of $500 for false swearing. There is no man 
against whom such a villain may not swear 
that he attempted to hinder or delay or pre- 
vent his voting. You put men completely at 
the mercy of those who swear falsely, and add 
the inducement to swear falsely of $500 into 
their pockets. That is the effect of this act. 
Sir, has any State ever found it necessary to 
pass such a law as this? Has not the purity 
of the ballot-box been preserved as well as it 
ever has been preserved in any country where 
there were elections without such enormities as 
these? And has it come to be that the adop- 


‘tion of your fifteenth amendment or anything 
' else has made it necessary thus to offer a pre- 
' mium for perjury and to put every man in the 


. - community at the mercy of a villain? 
Now, sir, let us come to the fourth section: :' y y 


‘| Thatif any person by force, bribery, threats, intim- 


But, sir, that is not all; let us now come to 
the fifth section; and here I want the attention 
of my friend from Nevada, who fathers and 
champions this bill. Let us look at this fifth 
section and see what a beautiful thing it is in 
the eye of alawyer. I want some exposition 


| of this, and if it should pass into a law the 


courts will need some exposition of it I am sure: 


“That any person who shall be deprived of any 
office, except that of member of Congress or member 
Sti egislature, by reason of a violation of the 
provisions of this act— 


That is, by not allowing people to vote who 
are entitled to vote— 


: shall be entitled to recover possession of such offico 


by writ of mandamus. 


Ye gods! awrit of mandamus to recover 
possession of an office! Suppose somebody 
is counted in as Governor of Ohio by the 
Legislature, as our constitution provides ; the 


' vote is counted and the man is declared to be 


elected Governor of Ohio, is inaugurated, and 
the other party, the defeated candidate, goes 


' to the district court and asks the court for a 


mandamus to get possession of the office. Will 


‘ the gentleman tell me to whom that mandamus 


will be directed? A mandamus is a writ that 
commands somebody to do something. If it 
is an alternative writ it commands somebody 
to do something or show cause why he does not 
do it. To whom will your writ of mandamus 


| go to put the defeated candidate into the 


possession of the gubernatorial chair of Ohio? 
Shall it be a writ of mandamus to the incum- 
bent to get out? Shall that be it? In other 
words, shall it be a writ of quo warranto? If 
it is, then it is not a writ of mandamus; that 
is all I have to say. 

Take any other case, say that of a judge. 
A judge of the supreme court of a State is 


' elected and duly commissioned by the Gover- 


, nor, and the defeated candidate goes to Judge 


l: Leavitt, of Cincinnati, to get a mandamus to 


: put himself, the defeated candidate, in posses- 


| 


| from his right. 


sion. I should like to know to whom the man- 
damus is to be directed. 

Mr. STEWART. I ask if the writ of man- 
damus is never a proper proceeding for the 
purpose of getting s poneestion of an office? 

r. THURMAN. I will answer that ques- 
tion, and I will show the only case in which it 
is a proper proceeding. A mandamus is never 
a proper proceeding in cases of contested elec- 
tion. The cases to which it applies are where 
a man, for instance, in England, is entitled to 
be a burgess; amandamus issues to the corpor- 
ation to admit him if he is wrongfully excluded 
If a person is a corporator, 
and the other stockholders exclude him from 
his right asa corporator, a mandamus will lie 
to compel them to receive and admit him asa 
corporator. But in no case whatsoever is a 
mandamus the proper remedy for the purpose 
of trying the question between A B and C D, 
which of them is entitled to an office. 

Mr.STEWART. The Senator will observe 
that the words *‘ or other appropriate proceed- 
ing” are also there; and if a mandamus is 
appropriate—I will not discuss in what case ìt 
is; but if it is appropriate in any case, that is 
a sufficient provision. 

Mr. THURMAN. As is suggested to me 
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by my friend from California, pate eral 
the Senator might as well have said in his bil 
“a writ of attachment or other appropriate 
rocess.’’? Strike out your mandamus. Do not 
et the Judiciary Committee, for God’s sake, 
appear before the profession in this country 
with such a provision as that in their bill. Put 
“quo warranto"’ in ifyou please, but do not let 
‘‘mandamus’’ stick there. If you do, I hope 


the Senate will issue a mandamus to the com- , 


mittee to strike it out. [Laughter.] 

But that is not all, Mr. President. Manda- 
mus or quo warranto, what is this fifth section 
practically ? Here, as I have said, is a man 


‘i circuit courts of the Unite 


declared to be elected Governor of the State | 


of Ohio or Indiana, and the disappointed can- 


didate does, what? Contest the election under : 


the constitution of Ohio or Indiana? Nota 
bit of it. 
vided by the constitution of Ohio or Indiana 
to try that question, the senate of the State? 
Not a bit of that; but he goes to some little 
United States district judge and sues out an 
“ appropriate remedy!’ What ‘appropriate 
remedy,” forsooth, is it? A quo warranto? 
Then under the quo warranto you undertake 
to canvass all the votes of the State of Ohio, 
the State of Indiana, or thè State of New 
York. When will you get done? Will you 
do it before or after that man’s term of office 
has expired? And how will you do it if there 
is a contest under the State constitution and 
laws, and the body entitled to try it by that 
constitution and those laws shall decide the 
contest one way, and your little district judge 
of the United States shall decide it the other 
way? Suppose the senate of the great State 


of New York should decide in favor of the | 


incumbent, and your little bit of a one-horse 
judge—I beg pardon for using such aslang ex- 


Contest.it before the tribunal pro- : 


title, Mr. President, by which you sit in that 
chair, is to be tried before a district judge of 
the United States! 

I think I have said enough about the fifth 
section. I hope that the Senate by its man- 
damus will strike that out. Now let us come 
to the sixth section: 

That the district courts of the United States, with- 
in their respective districts, shall have, exclusively 
of the courts of the several States, cognizance of 
all crimes and offenses committed against the pro- 
visions of this act, and also, concurrently with the 

i r d States, of all causes, 
civil and criminal, arising under this aet, except as 
is otherwise provided in the fifth section ereot 

The district courts of the United States are 
to have exclusive jurisdiction of crimes and 
offenses provided for by this act. The first 
thing to which I ask the attention of the Sen- 
ate is this: that there is not one single crime 
or offense provided for by this act, that ought 


. to be init at all, that is not already provided 


: laws of the States. 


for by the laws of the States. I do not 
know one that is not provided for by the 
If a man is improperly 


. refused his vote by a judge of election who 
‘acts willfully and corruptly in so doing, not 


pression—your little district judge of the United 


States should decide it the other way? Would 


not that bea most harmonious administration of ` 


constitutional law in the United States? Would 


it not make our institutions the envy of man- ' 


kind? Would not all the thrones of Europe 


crumble into dust in admiration of this most ; 


excellent and harmonious mode we have of pro- | 
viding for the election of officers and provid- ` 


ing for the settlement of contests and seating © 


the successful candidates in their chaira No, 
Mr. President, it will not do. 


I say, with the most entire respect for my 


friends of the Judiciary Committee who have 
reported this bill—and it is no affectation when 


I say that—that I am lost in amazement that | 
iece of work ever came from | 
know that committee well; I 


such a crude 
their hands. 

have sat with them too often, I have discussed 
with them in the committee-room and in the 


Senate too often, not to know their learning, | 


not to know their ability, and I must contess 


that I can hardly conceive how it was possible | 


that such a bill as this ever came from the 
hands of as able a committee as that. 

But that is not all. This applies to every 
officer of the States; nay, more, to every offi- 
cer of the United States. Now, I want to put 
it to the committee: here is an election for 
President of the United States, and Mr. A 
B receives a majority of the electoral votes, 
it is said; and Mr. C D, who is defeated, says 
that in the State of New York there were so 
many men not allowed to vote who were enti- 
tled to vote under the fifteenth amendment, 
and if their votes had been cast for him then 
he would have had the electoral vote of the 
State of New York and would have been 
elected President of the United States. Now, 
Senators, how do you suppose that question is 
to be tried? Before a district judge of the 
United States? Just think of such a question 
being brought before a district judge of the 
United States—the question who is elected 
President of the United States! That is it if 
your bill is to be taken according to its word- 
ing; that is it if it is to be taken according 
to its plain language, that the title to the office 
of the President of the United States or the 


simply committing an error of judgment, but 


` acting willfully and corruptly, (and if he does 
‘not act willfully and corruptly he ought not 


to be punished,) in every State of this Union 
with whose laws I am acquainted, that judge 
is liable to punishment; and in the same way 
men who hinder or prevent persons from exer- 
cising their franchise are also under the State 
laws liable to punishment in the State courts 
by indictment or such prosecution as the State 
laws afford. 

Now, sir, what is here meant? You have 
provided for precisely the same class of offenses 
that the State laws provide against, and then 
you propose to take away from the State courts 
the right to pa offenses and vest that power 
solely in the district courts of the United 
States. I ask you, as a practical matter, which 
system is most likely to enforce the laws, that 
of indictments in the State courts, courts sit- 
ting in every county in every State, with grand 
juries in every county familiar with the facts, 
or this system of punishment in the district 
courts of the United States, when in most of 
the States there is but one district court sitting 


‘| in one place, and in only one of them are there 


al and in the other States there are but 
two 

Does not every one see that when you want 
to enforce this fifteenth amendment your safest 
way is to leave it to the State law? Do you 
not see that for one indictment that would be 
found under this bill in the United States dis- 
trict court, there would be likely to be twenty 
in the State courts? Do you not see that in 
the district court of the United States there 
scarcely ever would be an indictment unless it 
were to gratify some malice or to extort black 
mail from the party who was prosecuted? That 
is the effect of it. Your law will give rise to 

ersecution; it will give rise to the levy.of 

lack mail; it will subject officers of election 
to the most intolerable persecution. All that it 
will do. It will tend to drive decent, respect- 
able, and responsible men from accepting the 
office of judge of election. All that it will do; 
but so far as enforcing the rights of voters is 
concerned, it is not worth one pinch of snuff 
compared to the State laws which are admin- 
istered in every county of the State and by the 
courts of every county in the State. 


As a practical measure, then, nothing could 


be worse than this. As a measure of persecu- 
tion, of levying black mail, of giving $500 to 
the informer, as a measure of pains, penalties. 
and persecution, nothing could be conceive 

more effective. 

Then, sir, comes section seven; and section 
seven is a beautiful section, too! As if con- 
scious that this bill might not have effect if 
left to the people, knowing that obnoxious 
laws defeat themselves, because the propi 
will not execute them, here is a seventh seo- 


tion that makes it the direct interest, as well 
as the duty, of a whole host of Federal officials 
to arrest people who may violate this law, 
arrest judges of election, arrest registrars. 
Why, sir, under this you may defeat a registry 
in any State you please. Let us see what is 
necessary to be done. Here isa registration law 
in a State; a registrar is taking the registra- 
tion; he refuses to register A B. His decision 
may be as honest as one ever wasin the world, 
the most honest in the world. Under this act, 
if that man or some one of these Federal officers, 
made common informers, shall go before a 
commissioner of the United States and swear 
outa warrant against him, that manistobe taken 
away from his office of registration and be 
committed to the common prison unless he be 
able to give bail. He is to be sent to the place 
of trial, which may be one or two hundred 
miles distant; and the Whole registration of 
his county may be broken up under the provis- 
ions of this act. Any one can see at once what 
a handle that would give if you wanted to defeat 
registration in a county where your opponents 
are largely in the majority, and thereby pre- 
vent a valid election in that county. All you 
have to do is to get up some charge like this, 
arrest the registrar, and take him away to 
prison, and send him off one or two hundred 
miles for trial. 

That is not all. You may stop an election; 
right in the midst of the election you may seize 
under this the judges of election and send them 
to prison and stop the election altogether. That 
is this bill; that is this carefully considered 
bill which the Senator having it in charge 
wants us to pass before the sun shal} set. The 
sun will never have set on a worse piece of 
legislation if it sets on the passage of this bill. 

Then comes section eight: 

That it shall be the duty of all marshals and dep- 
uty marshals to obey and execute all warrants and 
precepts issued under the provisions of this act, when 
to them directed; and should any marshal or deputy 
marshal refuse to receivesuch warrant or other pro- 
cess when tendered, or to use all proper means dili- 
gently to execute the same, he shall, on conviction 
thereof, be fined in the sum of $1,000, to the use of the 
person deprived of the rights conferred by this act. 

Here again the man is to get $500 from the 
registrar, or $500 from the judge ofelection, and 
then if he can make out a case against the mar- 
shal he is to get $1,000 more. The man is to 
get $1,500 for being a good swearer, and swear- 
ing a case against the registrar, the judge of 
election, or the marshal of the United States, 
I want to know where in the world is the neces- 
sity of these penalties to be received by the 
voter? Why not leave him to his common law 
remedy? ‘Thatis sufficient. If any man is 
deprived of his right to vote he has his remedy. 
He has his remedy by action; and then thejary 
render such damages as are right and proper. 
How is it that you step in here and provide that 
he shall have $500 from the registrar or judge 
of election, and $1,000 from the marshal who 
has not been speedy enough in the execution 
of the warrant? I say again it is a bill for the 
encouragement of common informers and per- 
jury—not so intended, but that is its inevitable 
effect. Itisa bill to create a race of common 
informers, and to pay them in hard money for 
the perjury they may commit. : 

In the next place it is provided that these 
warrants are to run to any part of a State. So 
you can drag a man all the way from New 
York city to Buffalo, or from Buffalo to New 
York city, on the warrant of a United States 
Commissioner charging that he as been guilty 
of a violation of some one:of the numerous 
provisions of this act. Sir, do you expect men 
of responsibility and character to hold the 
office of registrars or judges of election if they 
are subject to such pains and penalties as that? 
Do you expect them to exercise an independ- 
ent judgment and decide honestly and cor- 
rectly if they are liableto such fines, penalties, 
and persecution as this bill provides they shall 
be subject to? 

But, sir, that is not all. P pass by section 
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nine, which is another section of pains and 
penalties for obstructing the officer. Then 
comes section ten: 


That the commissioners, district attorneys, the 
marshals, their deputies, and the clerks of tho said 


for their services tho liko fees as may be allowed to 
thom for similar services in other eases. The person 
or persons suthorizod to execute the process to be 
issued by such comnissioners— ; ; 

These commissioners are a sort of Federal 
justices of the peace, as the Senate know, who 
issue watrants— 
for the arrest of offenders against tho visions 
of this act shall bo entitled to a feo of ten dollars for 
each person he or they may arrest and take before 
any such commissioner as aforesaid, with such other 
fees as may be deemed reasonable by such commis- 
sioner for such other additional services as may bo 
necessarily performed by him or them, such as at- 
tending at thooxamination, keeping the prisoner in 
custody, and providing him with food aud lodging 
during his detention, and until the tinal determina- 
tion of such commissioner, and in gencral for por- 
forming such other daties as may bo required in the 
premises; such feca to be mado up in conformity 
with the fees usually charged by the officers of the 
courts of justice within the proper district or county, 
as near aS maybe practicable, and paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States on the certificate of 
the judge of the district within whioh the arrest is 
made, and to be recoverable from tho defendant as 
part of the judgment in case of conviction. 

The first thing that strikes one on reading 
this section is this: the officer executing the 
warrant.is to have at least ten dollars for every 
arrest he may make. Although he may not 
have walked further than from here to the door 
of the Senate Chamber to make the arrest, and 
that far back to bring the man before the com- 
missioner, he is to have ten dollars for that 
service. ‘Does not everybody see that here is 
a bribe held out to officers to begin these pros- 
ecutions? It is made their duty to prosecute 
under this act by a previous section of the bill, 
made the duty of these very same officers to 
inaugurate prosecutions, and then, having in- 
augurated them, each man is to have at least 
ten dollars for every arrest he may make. 
make it the direct interest of the Federal off- 
cers to commence prosecutions in this way by 
giving them an exorbitant fee. It is not a fee 
of ten dollars alone, but ten dollars certainly 
in every case, and as much more as the com- 
missioner or judge may see fit to allow. 

Oh, I remember what a cry we had about 
that ten-dollar provision in the fugitive slave 
law! I remember how the people were aroused 
at the idea that there should be held out by 
the United States to every officer a bribe, a 
reward for beginning prosecutions and perse- 
cutions of colored people! Now it is provided 
in this bill, in a case in which it would be ex- 
ercised a hundred times, yes, perhaps a thou- 
sand times, where there ever was one exercise 


mand them himself but he may authorize any- . 


of it under the fugitive slave law, that an officer - 


shall be 
street an 
across the street before the commissioner, and 
then as much more as the commissioner shall 
see fit to allow him. 


who does the swearing, the alleged ae 
voter, enormous penalties to the Unted States; 


pad ten dollars for walking across the ` 
arresting a man and taking him back ‘: p to er x ; A 
` my discretion—not in the discretion of the 
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and I suppose they ought to have the right that | 


those courts had to levy provisions for the sup- 
port of the court. That was when the king | 
administered justice in his own person. Then 


„thei , anc i i lled, through 
district, cireuit, and territorial courts shall be paid | ke made his progress, as it was cated, E 


the kingdom, and he sent his purveyors ahead 
to provide ample meat and drink and other 
provisions for the court and for the judges when 
they came to hold their court. When President 
Grant shall send Judge Leavitt about the State 
of Ohio, from one en {of it to another, with his 
marshals and officers of all sorts and descrip- 
tions, to hunt up the people violating this law, 
I insist that he shall have the right of purvey- 
ance; that he shall not be required to pay his 
own expenses; that he shall not be allowed to 
eat and drink at his own cost; but that he shall 
have victual and drink wherever he goes, either 
at the public expense or at the expense of the 
losing party in the election; I do not care 
which. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. STEWART. That would put it on the 
Democratic party. 

Mr. THURMAN. Weare going to getinto 
the majority in Ohio if you pass this bill, and 
then I know it will be puton to you if my sug- 
gestion be adopted. 

Now, for fear that Judge Leavitt, in his gown, 
with his marshals and flunkies, will not be suf- 
ficient to execute this law as he goes about 
through the State of Ohio, here is another sec- 
tion a little more forcible: 

Seo, 12. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the President of tho United States, or such 
person as he may empower for that purpose, to em- 
ploy suoh part of tho land or naval forees of the 

nited States, or of the militia, as shall be deemed 


necessary to prevent the violation and enforce tho 
due execution of this act. 


` The President may execute the election laws 


_ of the States where there is no domestic vio- 


lence at all, no case arising under the Consti- , 


, tution for the exercise of the military power 


You ` 


of the United States by the President of the ` 
i onthe amendmént of the Senator from Ne- 


United States; no insurrection, no domestic 
violence, but some danger of a little cheating 
at the election; and then to prevent the cheat- 
ing at elections the President is to call out 
the military force; and he may not only com- | 


tho United States under the command of some 
attorney of the President of the United States, 
to see that no voter is deprived of his right to 


| vote! I say that sucha thing as that is wholly 


inconsistent with free institutions and with a 
republican form of government. You are put- 
ting the civil under the military authority in 
its most vital point, when, in the very choice of 
your civil ofticers, everything is to be done 
under the supervision and liable to the inter- 
ference of the military. Sir, I have seen the 
time when every man would have been utterly 
shocked at such an idea, that you could sur- 
round the place of election with troops of the 
United States, under the command of anybody 
to whom the President of the United States 
saw fit to confide them, that they might inter- 
fere; because if they are there simply as a 
show they are of no use at all but only an in- 
jury, and if they are there to act, then they 
are to act by somehody’s command! This 
bill does not provide that they are to act 
upon the call or demand of any civil authority 
. whatever. Upon whose command, then, arc 
‘they to act? Who is to authorize them to 
interfere? It can only be upon the command 
of the military officer who commands them, or 
this person holding the letter of attorney from 
the President of the United States, and he 
cannot be everywhere. He must, therefore, 
send his officers. Here a lieutenant with a 
squad of troops at the ballot-box is to decide, 
this lieutenant of infantry, artillery, or dra- 
goons is to decide when he shall interfere with 
an election of the peoplethat we used to call the 
free and sovereign people of the United States. 
Senators, if you can pass such a bill do it. If 
you can do it in this country, and quietly and 
: patiently and approvingly do it, then all] have 
to say is that this country is lost to all sense 
of freedom, of liberty, and of love for the Con- 
stitution. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


i vada to the amendment reported by the Com- 
|| mittee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. FERRY. J understand the amendment 
| to the amendment consists of two bills, being 
' Senate bill No. 365 and Senate bill No. 114. 


body else to do it—‘‘such person as he may || I wish to move an amendment to the amend- 


empower for that purpose.” He may give 
his power of attorney to Governor Bullock 


_ of Georgia, and then Governor Bullock of 
: Georgia is to become the commander of the 


military forces in Georgia, to go around and | 
see that there is nocheating atthe polls there! | 


; Sir, where do you get your power under the 
. Constitution to do any such thing as that? 


Where do you get the power under the Con- - 


stitution for the President of the United States 
to delegate to me or to any other man the 
power to employ the land or naval forces in 


President, but in my discretion—to prevent 


Here we have enormous | 


feesto the officer, enormous rewardsto the man ; tr Ñ 
; tion ate to preventthe peaceful execution 


i oft 


and to cap the climax, imprisonment of not less | 


than one month, and for the space of one year 
if the court shall see fit so to pronounce! 


I ask some explanation. of it.. I hope my 


L affectation. 


Bat then comes a most curious section, and | 9 bill as this should be presented by such a 


friends of the Judiciary Committee will explain | 


this section; 


SrO. 11. And be it further enacted, That whenever | 
nited States shall have reason | 
offenses have been or are likely to be | 
against the provisions of this act within | 


the President of the 
to believe that 
committed 


pay judicial district, it shall be lawful for him, in 


is diseretion, to direct thejudge, marshal, and dis- || ° 


trict attorney of such district to attend at such place 


within the district, and forsuch time as he may des- | 


ignate, for the purpose of the more speedy arrest 


and trial of persons charged with a violation of this 


act; and it shall be the duty of every judge or other | 


. officer, when any such requisition shall be received 
by him, toattend at the place and for the time therein 
‘designated. 


I suppose this is to constitute the district | 


court a court to travel around the realm as the 
courts used to do in England, in procession ; 


cheating at the ballot-box, or cheating in regis- 
tration, where there is no violence, no insurrec- 


e law? | 

I must say, Mr. President, that I am lost in 
amazement at this bill. I say it without any 
I am lost inamazement that such 


committee to the Senate of the United States. 
If you need a law to enforce the fifteenth 


: amendment, if you have a right to pass such a 


law before there has been any obstruction or 
hinderancgin the States, forthe sake of decency 


at least, pass a decent and reasonable law, and : 
‘ not such a law as this. 


Why, sir, everybody knows that in England it 
is a punishable offense for any troops to be with- 


; in a mile of a voting-booth when an election is | 


going on. It is a punishable offense to have 
the troops of the realm within a mileofthe place 
of voting; butunderthislaw, forsooth, we areto 
havethe troops of the United States surrounding 
the ballot-boxes to see that the judges of election 
discharge their duty! You propose to sur- 
round every polling-booth with the troops of 


| ment; and that is, to strike out the second sec- 

|| tion of that portion of the amendment known 

` ag Senate bill No. 114. 

ii The VICE PRESIDENT. The proposition 
ending is an amendment to an amendment. 
he substitute proposed by the Judiciary Com- 

mittee to the original bill is an amendment; 

and the proposition of the Senator from Nevada 
is an amendment to that amendment. 

Mr. FERRY. How can I get at a motion to 
strike out the second section of Senate bill 
No. 114? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If this amend- 
ment to the amendment be agreed to the Chair 
does not see how the Senator can arrive at the 
object of striking out. 

Mr. FERRY. It is not agreed to yet. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is pending. 

Mr. FERRY. My object is to move to strike 
out the second section of the bill No. 114. The 
first section of that bill was drawn'by myself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chait will 
state one way in which it may be arrived at. 
If it should be the pleasure of the Senate to 
consider the substitute reported by the Judi- 
~ tiary Committee the same as an original bill, 
` it would then be open to amendment, and to 
amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. STEWART. I think we might so re- 

rd it by unanimous consent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will facilitate 
action on various propositions, and if there be: 
no objection it will be so considered. : 

Mr. CASSERLY. What is the porotiti 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The original 
i bill has not been read to the Senate, and does 
|, not appear to be under debate. This sugges- 


tion would leave the Senate freer to ocr 
amendments. The Chair will state to tne 
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Senator from California that in the present 
condition of the bill there is no opportunity 
whatever for amending the proposed amend- 
ment to the amendment, offered by the Sen- 
ator from Nevada, embracing several sections, 
unless the substitute reported by the commit- 
tee can be treated as an orìginal bill. Then 
it will be open to amendment. 


what would be the effect. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Only to facilitate 


action, to allow the Senate to perfect the bill | 


as they may prefer. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion, and the substitute reported by the Judi- 
ciary Committee willbe regarded as the original 
bill, and the amendment of the Senator from 
Nevada is now pending; and it is open to 
amendment. 

Mr. FERRY. I now move to strike out the 
second section of that part of the amendment 
which is under the head of Senate bill No. 114. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretar 
will report the part of the amendment SODOR 
to be stricken out by the Senator from Con- 
necticut. The Senator from Connecticut moves 
to amend the pending amendment by striking 
out what will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the words proposed to 
be stricken out, as follows: — 


That any person who shall hereafter knowingly 
aceept or hold any office under the United 


section of the fourteenth article of amendments of the 
Constitution of the United States, or who shall at- 
tempt to hold or exercise the duties of any such office, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor against the 
United States, and upon conviction thereof before the 


circuit or district court of the United States shall be | 


imprisoned not more than one year and fined not 
exceeding $1,000, and shall forever be disqualified to 
hold any office of honor, trust, or profit under the 
United States or any State. 


Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, the history of 
this bill will perhaps explain the view which I 
have and which leads me to offer the amend- 
ment. 


n ew t States, or | 
any State, to which he is ineligible under the third | 


' 


Originally a bill was reported from the | 


Judiciary Committee in substance the same as | n ] 
' from the rebellion every criminal feature, to 


the section which I now move to strike out, 


except that it made the offense afelony instead ; 


ot'a misdemeanor. I recollect that there was 
some discussion in the Senate upon that sub- 
ject, and the bill I presume was recommitted 
trom the fact that it subsequently came to us 
reported back from that committee. Before, 
however, it was recommitted a bill was intro- 
duced to remedy the same mischief, to wit, the 
holding of office by persons ineligible, which 
was the same as the first section of the present 
Senate bill No. 114. 

The mischief attempted to be remedied by 
this bill was the holding of office by persons 
iveligible under the fourteenth amendment. 
It was first attempted to be remedied by creat- 
ing that act a felony and imposing penalties; 
but it was argued that it would be impossible 
to enforce a penal act of that kind, because 
the offense would have to be prosecuted and 
tried in the very community that had chosen 
the ineligible person to office; and that how- 
ever many such might be indicted, juries would 
fail to convict, and consequently the other mode 
of proceeding, by quo warranto and directing 
the district attorneys to institute proceedings 

y quo warranto and the Federal courts to 
entertain jurisdiction of this proceeding, was 
aremedy which would most effectually relieve 
the evil which did or might exist. 

I think at the present time, as I did before, 
that if there be any such existing evil, to enact 
now a criminal statute making a new misde- 
meanor or a felony for the very short period of 
time daring which these disabilities are to 
remain—for, sir, I do not think there is a 
Senator in this body who believes these dis- 
abilities will remain to any great extent for two 
years longer—to create a new misdemeanor or 
felony, inflict new fines and penalties under 
such circumstances, when any evil that exists or 
is likely to exist is confessedly completely 
remedied by the first section of this bill, seems 
to me to be bad legislation. 

I shall be very glad, therefore, to have this 


4lsr Cona. 2p Szss.—No. 219. 


| 


second section of the amendment stricken out, 
believing that the first section by the proceed- 
ing in quo warranto affords a perfect remedy 
for any evil that does or can exist. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope the section will 
not be stricken out. I think while that sec- 
tion of the fourteenth amendment is in force, 


i| and persons are not relieved of disabilities, it 
Mr. CASSERLY. I merely rose to inquire | 


ought to be regarded as an offense to hold 


| 

e . . . 
| office in violation of it. 

} 

| 


| is on the amendment of the Senator from Con- 

| necticut to the amendment of the Senator from 
Nevada. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ido not quite understand 

| this. I thought we were considering Senate 

| bill No. 810. 

: The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 

‘from Nevada moved to amend it by adding 

: two bills as additional sections, Senate bills 
Nos. 114 and 365. 


Mr. THURMAN. And the Senator from | 


Connecticut moves to strike out one section 
of one of those bills? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question . 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The second sec- ` 


tion of Senate bill No. 114. 
Mr. MORTON. I hope this section will 


, should indicate that all disabilities under the 
' fourteenth amendment will be relieved within 
a year or two, as desired by the Senator from 
Connecticut. I have failed to perceive the 
soundness of the policy of removing all disa- 
bilities, and permitting the very men who made 
the rebellion, the old politicians, the men who 
brought about the war, and who are the real 
authors of all our misfortunes, bloodshed, and 
expenditure, to enjoy full political rights and 
privileges. There is no Justice in it. It is 
subversive of every principle that you can call 
justice. I might argue at some length to show 
that instead of being justice it is cruelty ; it is 
inhumanity. 

Sir, there seems to be a desire to take away 


make the rebellion what it has been called by 
| some, a mere unpleasantness; a mere contest 
; between different sections, as it was styled by 


| the Senator from Delaware the other day; one 
| section opposing the other; to make it a mere 


‚it is likely it will be stopped there. 


to be relieved will breathe nothing but con- 
tempt for the men who do it. 

Iam not speaking of punishment. That has 
passed by. Not arebel has been punished ; 
and there seems to be hot haste that the 
original offenders, the original conspirators 
themselves, shall be eligible to political rights, 
and again be allowed to enter the Halls of 
Congress. 

The Senator says that he thinks that in less 
than two years all disabilities will be swept 
away. Why should they be swept away? Sir, 
there was a bill passed by the Senate the other 


| day, and I do not think there were but two or 


three men on this floor who understood it, by 
which what is called the iron-clad oath was 
repealed as to everybody except those who 
were embraced in the fourteenth amendment, 
so that a rebel general whe fought through the 
war, a member of the rebel congress, provided 
he is not embraced in the fourteenth amend- 
ment, may be eligible to a seat on this floor. 
That bill passed the Senate under the rule we 
adopted for passing business that was not ob- 
jected to, and has gone to the House. I think 
Bat, sir, 


} if that bill shall pass the House, orif the pol- 
not be stricken out, if by striking it out we ` 


icy inaugurated by the Senator from Connec- 
ticut shall prevail, then those who were engaged 
in the rebellion will come in and take seats on 
this floor, and then the rebellion is a tabooed 
subject. 

It will not do to talk about the rebellion and 
the rebels when you have them by your side. 
Personal considerations and other considera- 
tions of delicacy will then prevent that. What 
will then stand between the loyal people of 
this nation and those who were engaged in the 
rebellion? There will be but one or two things 
left. The pensioning of loyal soldiers and of 
their widows and orphans will be about the 
only distinction ; and when you have come to 
that point you will be urged to remove that 
distinction as being the very best measure of 


~ conciliation. 


' political movement, an honest difference of | 


opinion. That is the effect of all this, that 
now, Within five years after the end of the war, 
we are to place the authors of this great crime 
upon a level politically with the Union men 
of the country; authorize them to enter these 
' Halls, to fill all the offices, to make our laws. 
This is the policy. Sir, we are teaching the 
rising generation that rebellion is no crime. 
| We are stripping it of every feature of crimin- 


causing the Union men of the South to feel, 
we are making them té feel every day, that it 
would have been better for them a thousand 
times, politically, pecuniarily, and socially if 
they had gone with the rebellion. 

Sir, this policy of conciliation, so far as the 


concerned, isa failure. Take the men particu- 


only embracing old politicians and old offend- 
ets ; do you expect to conciliate them? As well 
attempt to conciliate a den of rattlesnakes. 
These men have been cast in the mold of the- 
rebellion, and in that mold they will remain. 
So far as the mass of the people are concerned, 
so far as the young men of the South are con- 
cerned; it may be different; but as to these old 
politicians who were engaged for years in bring- 
ing the rebellion.on, who are responsible for 
it, With all its immense consequences that hu- 
man language cannot describe—to talk about 


conciliating them, by putting them upon a level | 


politically with those who were loyal to the Gov- 
ernment, is ridiculous. You can excite noth- 
ing but contempt by that operation. You never 
violate the principles of justice without excit- 
ing thé contempt of those in whose behalf it 
is done. The very men whose disabilities are 


ality; and what else are we doing? Weare | 


menembraced inthefourteenth amendmentare | 


larly embraced by the fourteenth amendment, | 


il 


No, sir, it is not punishment; as I have said 
before, all that has passed by; it is a ques- 
tion about enforcing an amendment to the Con- 
stitution that was solemnly adopted by the peo- 


i ple of this country. We went to the coun- 


‘try in 1866 upon the fourteenth amendment, 
and the voice of the nation was strong in its 


' favor; and now nearly two years have passed 


! away since that amendment became the law 
-of the land and there is no law to enforceit. 


Men are holding office in violation of that 
amendment in almost every southern State in 
this Union; perhaps in everyone. Two years 
have passed, and no law enacted! Has that 
been the result of accident, or hasthere been 
some little design in it? And now, when it has 


“been proposed for the first time in this body to 
| pass a law to enforce that amendment, we are 


urged not to do so, on the ground that within 
two years from this time we shall relieve all 
disabilities so that in that respect the fourteenth 
amendment will be a perfect nullity. That 
does not meet with the approbation of my judg- 
ment. Itis a mistaken policy that has tailed 
from the very first. You conciliate nobody, 
you gain nothing by it; but it is weakness— 
weakness from the very beginning. ` 
Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, the Senator 


' from Indiana, in the first place, seems entirely 


to mistake the position which I assure here 
and the character of my amendment. I take 
it for granted that when the Judiciary Com- 
mittee report a bill they report it because there 
is some evil existing which needs a remedy, or 
some mischief to be feared ‘which needs to be 
prevented. They have reported a bill for the 


|| purpose of enforcing the fourteenth amend- 


ment, whereby those'‘who have taken or who 
may take office in violation of the provisions 
of that amendment may be removed from 
office, or the offense they have committed may 
be punished. Their bil is in two sections: one 
a bill of pains and penalties, créating misde- 
méanors Titherto unknown to the law, misde- 
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meanors which, if brought by way of indictment 
against a person in any of the communities 
where they are likely to be committed, never 
ean be punished until human nature is changed; 
and the other section affording a short, speedy, 
efficacious remedy for the evil which the Judi- 
ciary Committee apprehend. 


I have moved, therefore, to strike out the | 
section which is nugatory and mischievous, only : 


getaining the section which is efficacious to 
accomplish the purposes of the committee. 


ceeds to treat the Senate with a dissertation 


upon the injustice and inexpediency of remov- - 


ing political disabilities; and the impolicy of 
conciliation. 


Now, sir, I have no disposition to go into 


the general question of the propriety of remov- 
ing political disabilities; but I am in a man- 
ner compelled to do so to some extent by the 
very extraordinary remarks of that Senator. 


the removal of political disabilities are founded 
on the idea of conciliating either those who 
led the rebellion or anybody else. They are 
founded upon what I believe to be the dictates 
of the broadest and wisest statesmanship. 
The Senator admits in the outset that the 
question of punishment by law, by courts and 
judicial tribunals, for the crime of rebellion, is 
at an end in this nation. He seems ‘to regret 
it. 
the legal inflictions of the statute-book are not 


to be visited upon those who were guilty of the | 


crime of treason during our four years’ war ; 


punishment is concerned. What, then, does 
_awise statesmansbip dictate? If there be three 
hundred thousand citizens of the southern 
States lying under the ban of the fourteenth 
amendment; if they be men of intelligence 
and some degree of culture; if they be men 
of property and influence in society; if they 
be men whom the white men and the black 
men round about them have been accustomed 
from their childhood to look up to with respect 
and with regard, what tends most to induce 
these men to give their intelligence, their cul- 
ture, their influence to the support of the Gov- 
ernment which, whether they will it or not, is 
to be their Government till they die—to place 
them upon an equal footing with the other gov- 
erned citizens of the Republic, or to maintain 
Te as a class, pariahs and outlaws till they 
ie 

Sir, I am a Republican. I began with the 
Republican party in its very birth. I became 
a Republican because I believe in that great 
document which the Senator near me [ Mr. Sum- 
NER] so often quotes from, the Declaration of 
Independence. I became a Republican be- 
cause I believe that the governed should par- 
ticipate by their votes in the Government which 
sways them, and I believe it should be so 
whether they be white men or black men. I 
believe that if we, in defiance of the principles 
upon which our party rests, continue to deny 
that which we claim for everybody else as a 
political right, to this large class of society, 
we are simply doing an injury to the whole 
society. You are enabling this class to exer- 
cise an influence which they could not exercise 
unless you placed them in the position of quasi 
martyrs in the society in which they live. I 

. think you make them stronger for mischief by 
these disabilities than they would be without 
any such disabilities. 

Again, it is not they alone who are affected 
by the disabilities which you continue to im- 
pose upon them, but the whole of the society 
in the midst of which they live. The Senator 
regrets the passage of a bill a few days ago 
repealing substantially the test-oath act. He 
would not have that oath henceforth fail to.be 
administered to the great body of the popula- 
tion of the South. 


Yet he admits in the fullest extent that ; 


| ative in Congress. 


| judge or a marshal. 


Has that Senator ever li 
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reflected upon the real extent of his words? 
Who is it that is affected by the existence of 
the test-oath act. That act reaches four classes 
in the South. It reaches every man who bore 


| arms in the rebellion; it reaches every man 
| who voted for an ordinance of secession; it 
‘ affects every man, who, though not voting for 


an ordinance of secession, afterward, as the 
phrase was, ‘‘went with his State;’’ it affects 


. every man who furnished his son, his ward, or 
' his kinsman, with money or with means while 
And the Senator from Indiana thereupon pro- : 


in the confederate service; and these four 
classes embrace all the white men of the the- 


ater of the rebellion, with the most trivial ` 


exceptions.. 
There were eight hundred thousand votes 
cast in 1860 in the presidential election of that 


_ year within what subsequently became the area 


of the rebellion. They were all white votes, 
and of those eight hundred thousand men, as 


|! the test-oath act stands, there are notto exceed 
_ And here let me inform the Senator in the | 
first place that he mistakes me at least if he : 
supposes that the views I entertain concerning ` 


fifty thousand who can take the oath; and 
the Senator would keep that act upon the 
statute-book; he would disqualify the whole 
white population of the South by the contin- 
uance of that oath for the smallest Federal 
office which either the people or the executive 
administration of this Government could con- 
fer. Sir, does the Senator think what he is 
doing? What was the great evil before the 
war? What brought about secession with so 
much facility? Fifty years of instruction had 
taught the people of the southern States that 
they had no country but the South, no country 
but their own State. The Virginian or the 
Carolinian called himself a southerner, a Vir- 


| ginian, or a-Carolinian; but he never called 
that all of them are henceforth free from all | 
legal taint of crime, so far as the infliction of | 


himself an American; and so when the time 
of rebellion came the South was ready for it, 
for it had lost its patriotism to begin with. Do 
we not want to do away with that? Is not the 
first thing we want to do, now that the rebel- 
lion is over, to teach the people of the South 
to look up to this great America of ours as 
their country, that its name shall first and 
foremost of all be the name for them to boast 
of? But the Senator from Indiana, keeping 
down upon the great mass of the white popu- 
lation of the South this test-oath, forbids them 
to have one national aspiration. A man may 
be a member of his State Legislature; he may 
be Governor of his State; he may be a State 
judge; but he shall not be a President or a 
Cabinet officer or a Senator or a Represent- 
He shall not bea minister 
to a foreign Court. He shall not represent our 
flag as a foreign consul. He shall not bea 
He shall not even bea 
Tae ti or a customs or revenue collector. 


e shall not have one official tie which can | 


bind him to the Federal Government and make 
him remember that he is an American! 
Sir, I want to get rid of all that. I want to 


abolish the test-oath, so that the great mass of ` 
the people of the southern States may get out 


of this sectional isolation and come up to the 
grandeur of American nationality. There is 
something more in this, Mr. President, than 


merely conciliating a few scores of rebels. . 
“ Hot haste!” The Sena- | 


“t Conciliation! ”’ 


‘tor says that I am in hot haste to bring about 


a removal of disabilities. Not in half so hot 
haste as the Republicans of the southern States 
are. Look at the records of their Legislatures. 
These assembled under our reconstruction 
acts, and all of them but two have proclaimed 
by solemn legislative resolution in favor of the 
removal of these political disabilities. 
the assemblies of the two political parties. 


There is not a State south of Mason and Dix- | 


on’s line where the Republican party could 


have stood up one hour in the last election had | 


not its candidates or its conventions declared 


themselves in favor of the removal of these | 
disabilities, and youknowit. They know their |; 


own interests. They know what is best for 
them. And it is with sincerest grief that I 


have witnessed the great influence of the Sena- | 


tor from Indiana for months past given to the 


Go to ! 
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rekindiing of sectional bitterness, and to the 
lighting up agair of the fires of hate, which had 
begun to die out under the beneficent admin- 
istration of President Grant. 

What did the Senator mean here in the debate 
on the Georgia bill by reading to us by the hour 
old quotations from the reports of the Freed. 

| men’s Bureau relative to the events of the sum- 
mer of 1868? Did he not know that the election 
: of General Grantin the autumn of that yearand 
the subsequent course of events had wrought 
- great change since thesummer of 1868? Did he 
i mean to haye the country understand that now, 
after this Administration had been a year iu 
i power, nothing bad been effected to ameliorate 
© the condition of things as they existed two 
years ago? If he meant that, he brought the 
gravest and the saddest charge against this 
Administration that anybody has ever brought 
against it. 

Sir, I believe that if we will throw away our 

| bills of pains and penalties, if we will allow 
‘| that to be fact which the Senator admits to be 
i| fact, that the era of punishment at least has 
‘| gone by; and if we will then legislate for the 
| existing condition of things as it is, legislate 

, for America, legislate for American citizens, 
|| remembering that we now are all of one blood 
and one nationality, that the flag is all over the 

‘land respected and honored everywhere—if 
' we will do that we can put an end right speedily 
` to all that the Senator from Indiana portrayed 
` in his speech upon the Georgia bill the other 


: day. 

| Mr. THAYER. I wish to ask the Senator 
a question if it does not interrupt him. 

, Mr. FERRY. Not atall. 

Mr. THAYER. I do not wish to interfere 
|, between the Senator from Connecticut and the 
‘| Senator from Indiana; but as the Senator from 
Connecticut charges that those were quotations 
from the reports of the Freedmen’s Bureau 
made some years ago, I should like toask him 
what he thinks of the reports of Governor 
i Holden, of North Carolina, and the record of 
| the courts there, the report of Governor Sen- 
ter, of Tennessee, and the report of General 
i Terry, made only last year? 

Mr. MORTON. The united testimony from 
the South. 

Mr. THAYER. Yes, sir; the united testi- 
mony from the South. Is there peace and 
order there, or have there been murders and 
outrages such as are not known in any civilized 
community within the last six months? 

Mr. FERRY. In the first place, in reply to 
the inquiry, and I thank the Senator for making 
it, I cited the speech of the Senator from In- 
diana as he made it, as I sat here and listened 
to it, and it was in great part made up of the 
reports of the Freedmen’s Bureau as to the 
| condition of affairs in the summer of 1868; 
and so far I thought it at the time disingenuous 
and unfair, and calculated only to do mischief. 

Now, again, as to the question which the 
| Senator puts to me in respect to the reports 
' of the Governors of Tennessee and North Car- 
| olina, the report of General Terry, and a re- 
port from some other quarter. I have no 
doubt whatever that there exists in a portion 
©" of the southern States disorder to an extent 
‘ which is lamentable to witness. I do not 
| believe that the disorder is as bad as it was 
| five years ago, or as bad as it was three years 
ago. I do not believe that there can be a 
l strife of sentiment for fifty years culminating 
| in the bloodiest civil war that the world has 
ever known, of four years duration, and the 
| waves of tumult and conflict settle at once. 
| It is but natural that something should remain 
behind. lt is but natural that some of the 
elements of disorder should occasionally break 
i| out; but never in the history of the world has 
i 


| there occurred a great civil strife at whose 
|; close every element of disorder has so nearly 
| disappeared in so short a space of time as In 
|} our own recent history. 

i!  Ibelievethatifthe Governors ofthe southern 
|| States were men of the firmness and caliber of 


1870. 
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the Governor of Arkansas, if they would use 
the means and had used the meansin their own 
power for the enforcement of the law and the 
suppression ofdisorder, even in the States which 
have been named, there would not remain the 
amount of disorder which does remain. But I 
do believe that the speech of the Senator from 
Indiana, as a whoie, utterly misrepresents the 
condition of things in the southern States, be- 
cause the effect of that speech is to bring the 
mind to the conception of existing things as 
represented by the reports of 1868. I believe 
that when | have the consenting opinion of the 
majority of the southern Legislatures, the reso- 
lutions of the conventions of both political par- 
ties, the public speeches of the candidates of 
both political parties in the recent elections in 
those States declaring in favor of the removal 
of disabilities, it is hardly the thing to taunt 
me here upon the floor of the Senate with dis- 
regarding justice to loyal men or favoring or 
tampering with rebellion, when I am only en- 
deavoring to uphold the very principle which 
our Republican friends, through their recog- 
nized organs in the southern States, are every- 
where upholding. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I thank 
the Senator from Connecticut for making the 
speech that he has made at this time, as it 
will enable me to say some things that I had 
no opportunity of saying the other night after 
the conclusion of the Georgia debate. 
Senator repeats what was that night said by 
the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. T 
that the violence in the South had not existed 
since 1868, and that I referred to reports of 
the Freedmen’s Bureau in 1868, and he gave 
the country to understand that since that time 


l: that. 


all things were lovely, and there were peace © 


and security in the South. I read the reports 
of the Freedmen’s Bureau in 1868 to. prove 
that the Kuklux organization existed as early 
as the beginning of 1868. I showed its exist- 
ence there two years ago. I showed what it 
had done as long ago as the fall of 1868; and 
I appeal to every Senator present if I did not 


try to bring down the history of each State that | 


I referred to to this time. I went on to’show 


what had been the condition of Tennessee from | 
that time to the present, and of Georgia, and |: 


of Texas; and was I not sustained by the dec- 
larations of southern Senators? 

But now the Senator would make the impres- 
sion, as did the Senator from Illinois, that I 
had read from the report of the Freedmen’s 


Bureau of the condition of things in 1868 to | 


prove what they were now. 
thing. I read from those reports, and the 


more than two years ago those infernal organ- 
izations had their existence and had taken 


root. I endeavored to trace their consequences |; 
: South; itis not enough that weshallallowevery- | 
. body to hold officein the States, unless they are 


down to the present time; and I referred to 
the evidence of it from time to time. I was 
not met by facts; but I was met by a repre- 
sentation that all that was violent and bloody 
was in 1868, while those States were still under 
military rule; but since they had been restored 
-all had become peaceable, and there was secur- 
ity for men of all classes, of opinion, or poli- 


tics. Sir, I denounced that statement then, and | 
I denounce it now, as wholly untrue; and I | 
tell those Senators it is not in their power to §: 


I did no such | 
|, and who can never change. 
Senator ought to understand it, to show that | 


X 


I misstated the facta he has the right to cor- 
rect me, If my argument that I deduced from 
those facts was nota fair one, he can correct 
Bat, sir, while not meeting my facts, 
while not disputing my evidence, and when 


the concurrent testimony comes in from nearly || 


every southern State from day to day and from 


week to week, it is not legitimate for him to |i 


come in here and say that it was disingenuous 
and unfair. 
to state to the country the true condition of 
the South. 
my statements were short of the truth. The 


Instead of exaggeration I believe ` 


I simply intended by that speech `: 


Why, Mr. President, so far as these men 
are concerned, what ground have you for en- 
couragement? I understood the Senator to 


say that our flag was now respected in the 
South. 


Mr. DRAKE. “ Honored.” 

Mr. MORTON. “Honored” in the South. 
Where? I will say my friend was mistaken; 
and the class of men that he proposes now to 
relieve and to give the privilege of coming 


` into Congress will never honor that flag. 


truth was so terrible that I hardly dared to tell ` 


the whole of it to the country. 

Now, Mr. President, one or two words in 
regard to tha proposition of the Senator to 
strike out. 
out? There are two sections in the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Nevada. 
The first is to authorize the writ of quo war- 


Why, sir, only last year, down in Georgia a 
State fair was to be held. I do not know 
whether the Senator was there or not; I think 
he was not, or perlaps he would not entertain 


“his present views; but I know a great many 
; were invited from the North, and I think some 


What does he propose to strike ` 


ranto for the purpose of turning out by a law- : 


suit a man who is improperly holding an office 
under the fourteenth amendment. The second 
section is to punish him by making it a misde- 
meanor for him to hold office in violation of 
the fourteenth amendment. The Senator says 
we should not punish him for doing it; that 
that is making a new class of misdemeanors. 
To be sure it is. There is only one fourteenth 


ıı amendment, and that has never been enforced 
The |: 


yet. If you make the violation of it a misde- 


' meanor, of course it is a new misdemeanor. 


RUMBULL, | ` 


The Senator was perfectly right in that. 


Then, again, the Senator says he does not | 


want to remove all disabilities for the sake of 
conciliation. I take it in that the Senator 
contradicted his own argument. All his argu- 
ment after that was for conciliation, and to 


northern members of Congress went down 
there. It was expected, of course, that in a 


' State fair gotten up under such auspices, and 


intended to represent every part of the State 
of Georgia and every part of the South, the 
national flag would wave over it; but they 
would not hoist the flag. I believe the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania can testify to that. 


. When he refused to speak and others refused 


te speak, because the national flag was not 
hoisted, the committee was called together, 
and after deliberation of three or four hours 
they refused to hoist the flag. But still, sir, 
you must understand that everything is peace, 


| and the national flag is honored everywhere ! 


| 


show that it would conciliate the people of the ; 


South by taking away these disabilities. 
he says he does not want to do it for the sake 
of conciliation. 
three hundred thousand men embraced in the 
fourteenth amendment. 
his evidence? No, sir; there is not the one 
sixth part of that number. 
it estimated at over fifty thousand. Ido not 
suppose there are over forty thousand men 
embraced in that amendment. And who are 
they? They are the old politicians; the men 
who before the war had held office and taken 


But ` 


Why, sir, the conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South have just adjourned. 
The church North sent down the venerable 
Bishop Janes and other distinguished members 
for the purpose of effecting a reconciliation; 
but they were received coldly, almost with 
scorn. Their advances were repulsed; and 
while the Methodist Episcopal Church prayed 
for the South and for the world at large, there 


`: was no prayer uttered for the Government of 


He intimates that there are . 


the United States; there was not one word 


i; said that recognized the existence of the Gov- 


Where does he get | 


ernment of the United States.. And yet men 


„ who entertain those feelings are invited. to 


an oath to support the Constitution of the. 


United States and afterward went into. the 
rebellion, thereby committing perjury. They 
are the very men who got up the rebellion; 
the old politicians whose characters are formed, 
You may bring 
them upon the floor of this Senate, and they 
will be just what they were during the rebellion. 

It is not enough, according to the Senator, 
that we shall allow everybody to vote in the 


embraced in the fourteenth amendment; but 


the Senator insists that these arch-conspirators | 


shall be permitted to come into the Congress 


` of the United States, and, it may be, occupy the 


chair of the President of the United States, and 


i make our laws and govern this nation; and 


throw their mantle around the blood that is ` 


flowing in the southern States and conceal it. 


Sir, while there are three million people |: 


to-day in the South who have no security for | 


life or property, who have scarce any redress 


in the State courts—and the testimony of Sen- | 


ators around me will bear me out in what I 


say—while murders are committed from time | 


to time here and there, we are told that all is 
peace and security, and that I was misrepre- 
senting the condition of things in the South. 
Why this desire on the part ot those Senators 
to cover up the real condition of things? 

The Senator from Connecticut says that my 
speech on the Georgia bill was disingenuous 
and unfair, Thatspeech is onthe record, If 


he says that nothing short of that will satisfy 
him. I say it is a violation of the plainest pr 
ciples of justice and policy.. I say that if his- 


tory teaches any lesson, it is that no nation has į 
ever conciliated criminals by pardoning them | 


as a class; it is that no nation has ever con- 
verted a mass of conspirators by forgiving the 
conspiracy, and elevating them to political 
power. 
will come from the southern States ; and if the 
Senator’s spirit shall prevail, if the type of 


political views he indicates here to-day shall | 


prevari; they will come from all the southern 
tates; they will make your laws for you ; 
they will administer, in connection with their 


friends in the North, this Government in the į 


interest of those who were engaged in the rebel- 
lion. And yet nothing short of that will satisfy 
the Senator. 


The moment you do this these men | 


I have never heard |` 


: necticut wil 


come upon the floor of the Senate and to take 


i part in the Government of the United States. 


Sir, I care not what others may do; but for 
myself I will never consent that any man who 
has been engaged in this rebellion shall come 
into the Congress of the United States and 
take part in the Government of this nation 


‘| until he has given evidence of returning loyalty. 


While his heart is still filled with bitterness . 
and hatred to this Government he is not qual- 
ified to come into the Congress of the United 
States. i i 

But if he gives evidence of returning loyalty 
we can relieve him of his disabilities. The 
fourteenth amendment provides for that. We 
are doing it liberally. We relieve everybody 
who expresses a desire for it apparently in 
earnestness and sincerity, and we will con- 
tinue to do it. But, sir, before we relieve 
those original conspirators, the very men who 
seized the columns of the temple and attempted 
to Lene it down to the destruction of thenation, 
and bring them into our midst, I want some 
evidence of their contrition and repentance. 

Sir, the speech of the Senator from Con- 
suit the rebels of the South re- 
markably well. It will suit the Democracy of 
the North remarkably well. But, sit, the 
Union men of the South, who are trembling 
for their lives and their property, and who 
know that notwithstanding the speeches that 
are made in the Senate of the United States 
they have but little security, that they are 
ostracised, socially, in trade, professionally, 
and every other way, will not thank him for 
his speech. __ . C 

Mr. President, it seems to have’ been the 
fashion lately—and like many other fashions, 
without much reason—to talk in favor of am- 
nesty, in favor of general conciliation, in favor 
of healing the wounds of the Republic. How? 
By doing justice to the loyal. men? No, sir; 


i but by placing the disloyal over them in power. 


. of sectional feeling, it must come. 


3492 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 16, 


see, 


That is the effect—placing the disloyal over 
them in power. Does not the Senator know 
that the class of men whom he proposes to 
relieve will be placed in power over the loyal 


men of the South if they are relieved, sooner | 
' simply keeping a few men out of office. There 
concerned, there are not fifty thousand white ` 


or later? He says, so far as the test-oath is 


men in the South who can take the test-oath. 
I think the Senator is vastly mistaken. 

The Senator says I wantto rekindle sectional 
bitterness. God forbid! I wish that I could 
quench it. If it was in my power there is no 
joy on earth which would be equal to restoring 
harmony to our disturbed people. But, sir, I 
cannot do it; and I do not accomplish it by 
shutting my eyes to the fact that 1t does not 
exist. The Senator cannot accomplish it by 
shutting his eyes to the facts by which he is 
surrounded. 

The Senator supposes that it is possible to 
conceal the whole deformity of the condition 
of southern society by saying here in the Sen- 
ate, . It does not exist; it may have existed in 
1868.” 


` out of office for their crimes. 


_ Mr. President, there are serious times before ; 


us, in my opinion. I tell the Senator from Con- 
necticut that the policy which he advocates— 
not that the Senator intends that—will sacri- 


fice the loyal men of the South to conciliate the `: 


rebels of the South. That is the whole of it. 
The whole proposition is just this: we will 
agree to ignore the condition of things down 


there; we will refuse to protect our southern ` 


friends ; we will assert in the face of the noon- 
day sun that everything is peace, that every- 
thing is as it should be in the South, for the 
purpose of conciliating the rebels of the South. 
Ah, sir, we must not fire the southern heart; 
we must not tell the truth because that may re- 


if telling the truth is rekindling the bitterness 
Harm was 
never done by telling the truth, and the best 
thing now that could be done is forthe Congress 
of the United States to endeavor to understand 
the true condition of the South, and to act 
accordingly—not to endeavor to conceal it, 
wrap it up in the mantle of words, deny its 


existence, and shut our eyes, ostrich-like, to | 


that which is around us. 

Mr. WARNER. I do not propose to be 
drawn into any discussion now of the question 
of the removal of political disabilities; but 
there are one or two things that I should like 
to say. I presume the Senator from Indiana 
will agree with me that the best security to the 
people of the South of all kinds and classes is 
to be found in the ascendency of the Repub- 
lican party. I think we would agree upon 
that proposition. I have been an adherent of 
that party about as long as the Senator; and 
I think we have agreed, and that we agree 
now, that the best interests of all the people 
in the South are to be secured by the ascend- 
ency of the Republican party. Now, agreeing 


‘upon that, I wish to tell the Senator that two | 


thirds of the intelligent Republicans of the 
South are convinced that these political dis- 
abilities are a hinderance to the success of the 
Republican party in those States. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to ask the 
Senator a question, with his permission. 

Mr. WARNER. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. While they are in favor 
ef that, I ask the Senator if they are not con- 
stantly clamoring for military forcein the South 
to protect the loyal men from the disloyal, and 
does not the Senator, representing them on this 
floor, insist that the Army of the United States 
should be increased to afford protection to the 
loyal people of the South against the disloyal? 

Mr. WARNER. Ido most certainly. The 
fallacy lies just here, I will tell the Senator 
from Oregon: in presuming that the safety of 
the southern people is found in these disabili- 
ties. 
difficulties. I am surprised that a Senator of 
the sagacity and theability and the broad states- 
man-like views of the Senator from Indiana 


" kindle the bitterness of sectional feeling! Sir, | 


They are. partly a source of those very | 


should go on and depict the condition of things 
in the South, which is deplorable enough, and 
I admit it is bad, and then presume that the 
remedy for those grave evils, which affect the 
whole of the body-politic, is to be found by 


lies the fallacy. These outrages are to be cor- 
rected by power. 
Mr. MORTON. I would keep these men 
If the Senator 
admits that it was a crime to originate and 
carry on this rebellion, then he admits that 
these men have no right to hold office; and 
because of their crimes I would keep them 
out. We cannot deal with seven or eight mil- 
lion people; but when we find a class of men 
well defined, who were the leaders and the 
originators of the rebellion, we can, by every 
principle of justice and sound policy: put our 
‘hands upon them and say, “ 
become the law-makers of this land.” I sayto 
my friend from Alabama that if the policy he 


indicates should become the law of this land, |, 


' my opinion is that the seat which he occupies so 
worthily and so much to my satisfaction would 
soon know him no more forever. 

Mr. WARNER. There is just where the 


‘ Senator from Indiana is most sadly mistaken. © 


If his policy were carried out in the South, if 
the Republican party in my State were to plant 
_ itself upon the doctrine of proscription, of bit- 


terness, which he preaches, and in opposition , 


to the removal of all political disabilities, I 
think, in that event, I should be succeeded by 
a Democrat. But I can tell the Senator that 
in my State the Republican party has been 
‘ nearly a unit upon this question ofthe removal 
: of political disabilities, as a measure of polit- 
‘ical policy. Placing it upon no other ground, 


| here pledged to it, and everyone of them isan 
advocate of it to day; and standing upon that 
very ground I have no doubtatall, and I make 
the prediction when my term expires, if I do 


Republican will. 
Mr. STEWART. I wish to appeaf to the 
Senator from Alabama not to extend the dis- 


abilities onthisbill. The section under consider- 
ation simply provides a punishment for those 
who violate the Constitution as it now is. It 


done as to the removal of disabilities. This 


fourteenth amendment of the Constitution, or 
proposes to violate it hereafter while it re- 


office until his disabilities are removed, eannhot 
be a worthy citizen. It does not involve the 
| question of the removal of disabilities. 

Mr. WARNER. I hope the Senator from 
Nevada will not make a speech while begging 
me not to make one. i 

Mr. STEWART. I hope we shall not con- 
tinue this discussion as to whether political 
disabilities shall be removed or not. The ques- 
tion before the Senate simply is whether the 
fourteenth amendment shall be enforced while 
it remains a part of the Constitution. 

Mr. WARNER. As to that question, I may 
as well say here that I shall vote against the 
amendment of the Senator from Connecticut, 
for this reason: while I am in favor, as a mat- 
ter of statesmanship and as a matter of polit- 
ical policy, of wiping out these disabilities, I 
am also in favor of having the Constitution 
respected, and having it enforced so long as 
it remains as it is. 
against the amendment of the Senator from 
Connecticut to strike out this provision. The 
Constitution ought to be respected, and it ought 
to be made operative everywhere. ‘Therefore 
I shall vote as I have said. 

I shall not protract the discussion; but the 


u 


ou shall not | 


we sustain it as a measure looking to the suc- | 
cess of the Republican party. Every Repub- | 
lican member of the other branch went into the | 
canvass advocating that doctrine, and came | 


not again fill this seat, some other and worthier | 


cussion of the question of the removal of dis- , 


i does not involve the question of what shall be | 
| section certainly cannot reach any good man | 
at all, because avy man who has violated the | 


mains a part of the Constitution, by holding © 


I therefore shall vote | 


as every man who is familiar with this class 
of people in the South knows, when he says 
thatthe men who are under disability are almost, 
universally the old leaders of the rebellion. I 
want to tell him and the Senate what I first 
saw when I went South. I went into Autauga 
county, Alabama, and I found two leading men 
there, lawyers, men of note and influence in 
‘their county. One had been a leading and an 
|i original secessionist, a disciple of John C. 
Calhoun; the other had been an old Whig, a 
follower of Webster, a Union man; but the 
'; Union man accidentally had held a little office 
‘given to him as a mark of confidence and 
respect by his people; the other man had not, 
„and the Union man was disabled and the seces- 
sionist was not. You find these examples all 
over the South. 
: Mr. FOWLER. I wish to ask the Senator 
| one question in connection with that case which 
‘he mentions in Alabama; whether the men 
alluded to in the Methodist church, or other 
i churches, who held the cold shoulder toward 
a reanion with the northern members of the 
same church are generally men who labor 
‘under disabilities ? 
' Mr. WARNER. Very frequently. Theeffect 
‘of keeping these disabilities on these men is to 
‘increase the bitterness of feeling. The great 
cry which we have to meet in discussing polit- 
ical questions in the South and in defending 
Republican principles and the policy of the 
party is this very doctrine of proscription. A 
emocrat stands before the people and says, 
“ Here you allow the humblest colored man, 
who cannot read or write, to hold an office, and 
"you deny it to me;’’ and he excites the sym- 
| pathy and commiseration of his fellow-citizens. 
ence we have come to the conclusion that - 
we had better remove these disabilities and 
stop their cry. They are less powerful when 
relieved than they are when ‘disabled. When 
a man of note and influence in a community 
stands up before his people and says to them, 
although he may have had a good record, “I 
am disabled from holding office, yet many 
humbler and meaner men than I can hold 
i| office,” he excites sympathy, and he invari- 
ably gathers around him a circle of men who 
are thereby kept out of the Republican party. 

Mr. THAYER. I wish to ask my friend a 
question. I understand him to say that pro- 
scription and disabilities are the causes of the 
i| outrages and disorders which prevail in the 
South. 

Mr. WARNER. I hope the Senator will 
not understand me as saying any such thing. 
I said these disabilities served to increase the 
' bitterness and hostility to the Republican party 
in the South. 

Mr. THAYER. A little while ago the Sen- 

| ator certainly said something like this, that 

i! they were the main causes. 

| Mr. WARNER. I said nothing like it. 

| The Senator misunderstood me. 

| Mr. THAYER. Certainly I could not have 

i misanderstood the Senator, that the existence 

‘| of disabilities tends to increase the bitterness, 

land of course that bitterness tends to the ex- 

i' isténce of these outrages or has un influence 

$ i predasing them. Is that what the Senator 

i) gai 
_ Mr. WARNER. I repeat what I said be- 
| fore, that the imposition of these disabilities 
. serves to increase the bitterness and hostility 
|i toward the Government and toward the Re- 
publican party. Wherever you find a man 
|: disabled you find a man who is thereby made 
i; more the enemy of the Republican party. 

| Mr. THAYER. Let me ask my friend this 
‘question: does the existence of these disabil- 
ities tend to create the disturbances and the 
| disorders? p 

| Mr. WARNER. Ihave no doubt at all that 
| the influence of the removal of all these polit- 
l! ical disabilities would be toward peace in the 
|| South. That would be its influence ; not that 
i it would produce it. I would carry, as I have 


Senator from Indiana makes an entire mistake, 
| 
| 


i 
Li 
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always advocated here, with that a policy of 
power, to punish the present offenders against 
the law. : . 
Mr. President, I have received this morning 
a letter which shows the views of southern 
Republicans on this question of disabilities. 


It is from a gentleman well known to the Sen- ` 


ator from Ohio and well known to my col- 
league, in which he says: 


“When, in Heaven’s name, are we to have a 
eral removal of these political disabilities? 
are a source of aggravation to our people’’— 


Speaking for the Republicans— 
“ag well as really inconvenient.” 

That is from a State senator of the State of 
Alabama, formerly Attorney General of Ohio, 
Mr. Barr. 

Sir, I do not think any wiser act was ever 


done than that of the President of the United : 


States when he inaugurated the policy of con- 
ciliation at Appomattox. I think his act in 


en- | 
hey | 


themselves to beineligible, and who unlawfully 
hold onto their offices in violation of that article 
of amendment. Whether that state of things | 
shall exist for six months or six years it is a | 
wrong and may properly be made a crime. In | 
other words, this section merely removes a 
man by directly appealing to his interest at 
once, and saves the necessity for litigation. 


Mr. SPENCER.. I move that the Senate ` 


do now adjourn. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ax- ` 


THONY in the chair.) The Senator from Ala- 
bama moves that the Senate do now adjourn. 
Mr. STEWART. I hope not. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to have a | 
short executive session. ‘There is an import- | 


` ance in having one, if the Senator from Ala- 
bama will allow me to make that motion. 


paroling the rebel army there, and consenting | 


to allow them to go to their homes, with no 
other condition than that they should obey the 


laws in force wherever they went, was an act of | 
intuitive statesmanship which only a great and | 


a generous mind could conceive. The fallacy 
in the argument that is made here consists in 
reciting the outrages upon the one hand, and 
then taking it for granted that these disabilities 
are the cure for them. Thereis no connection 
between the two. These disabilities are no 
cure. They are no help toward putting down 
the outrages. Hivery one of these men has 
the right to speak; he has the right to vote; he 


has the press to use; he has every means of | 


reaching the public mind, except simply the 
right of holding office; and there are worse and 
meaner rebels than they everywhere who can 
take the offices, so that you gain nothing by keep- 
ing these men disabled. 


many of them, Union men. 
A majority of the Republicans of the South 


advocate the removal of disabilities as a | 


measure, not only of wise public policy, but 
as a measure of party necessity. It is because 
we feel that we can better go before the people, 
and we can better maintain ourselves an 


They are not in the | 
main the old and leading rebels, but they are, |; 


maintain the ascendency of the Republican ; 


party with these disabilities out of our way, 
flung behind us, so- that we can say to the 


people, ‘ While we have given the colored | 


man the ballot, we at the same time exercised | 


a generous bounty toward all others and gave | 


them the right to hold office.” 


Mr. CARPENTER. I do not propose to. 


make a speech during the present frolic of the 
thermometer, but I rise simply to make a prac- 
tical observation in regard to this second sec- 
tion. I understand the first section of the 
pending amendment was drawn by the Senator 
rom Connecticut. It provides a remedy inthe 
courts against any person who shali accept or 


exercise the functions of an office to which he | 


is ineligible. 


knowingly accept or hold any office under the 


United States, or any State, to which he is | 


ineligible under the third section of the four- 
teenth article of amendments tothe Constitution 
of the United States shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor.” The object of this section 
is merely this—— 

’ Mr. FERRY. Thatis not all; and be for- 
ever ineligible to office. 

_Mr. CARPENTER. The object of this sec- 
tion is to save the necessity of resorting to the 
lawsuit provided for by the first section. It 
is known to every lawyer that in many cases 
many of the offices are held for so short a term 
that before a suit can be instituted, prosecuted 
to a conclusion, and terminated, the term of 
office expires. Thissecond section is designed 
to save the necessity of that machinery by ap- 
pealing directly to the interest of the office- 
holder himself, and giving him notice to quit if 
he knows he ig ineligible. It reaches no other 


class of office-holders than’ those who know || to be printed. 


Now, the second section merely į 
provides ‘that any person who shall hereafter | 


Mr. SPENCER. Ivwithdraw the motion to | 


adjourn, in order that we may have a short 
executive session. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I move the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope we shall go through 
with this bill. ` 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There are reasons why 
we cannot get through with this bill to-night. 

The motion was agreed 
nine, noes not counted; and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. After some time spent therein, 
the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 16, 1870. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer | 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 


The Journal of Friday last was read and | 
approved. : 


INCREASE OF PENSIONS. 


Mr. VAN WYCK introduced g bill (H. R. 
No. 2006) to increase pensions to invalid sol- 
diers, widows, and minor children; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 


TAXES ON DISTILLED SPIRITS. 


Mr. BENNETT introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2007) to change and more effectually 
secure the collection of internal taxes on dis- 


. tilled spirits, and to provide for exportation 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. i: 


The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the | 
first business in order is the call of the States ; 
and Territories, beginning with the State of į 


d | Maine, for the.introduction of bills and joint | 


resolutions for reference to their appropriate | 
committees, and not to be brought back by | 
motions to reconsider. Under this call memo- | 
rials and resolutions of State and territorial 
Legislatures are in order for printing and 
reference. 


` OFFICERS AND CREW OF THE NIGHTINGALE. 


Mr. STEVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
2002) for the relief of the officers and crew of 


the ship Nightingale; which was read a first ., 


and second time, and referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Naval Affairs. 
JURISDICTION OF COURT OF CLAIMS. 
Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No, 


2008) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to re- |! UREN PE E ence 


strict the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims,” 


&c., passed July 4, 1864; which was read a | 


first and second time, referred to the Commit- , 
tee on Revision of the Laws of the United . 
States, and ordered to be printed. ` 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK, VERMONT. 

Mr. POLAND also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2004) to enable the First National Bank | 
of Burlington, Vermont, to change its name 
and location; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

. Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
bill be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


I move thatthe 


TAXATION OF GHUNOHRA C: | bill (H. R. No, 2017) to establish a post road 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, introduced | 
a bill (H. R. No. 2005):exempting churches, | 
parsonages, and schools ià the District of 
Columbia from taxation; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 


i 
l 


| of the 
' which was read a first and second time, re- 


of spirits from the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

BOUNTIES TO ORDNANCE CORPS. 

Mr. RANDALL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2008) granting bounty to enlisted men in 
the ordnance corps who served through the 
late rebellion; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

JONATHAN BROEK. 
Mr. O’ NEILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


`. 2009) for the relief of Jonathan Broek; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred 


l! to the Committee of Claims. 
to—ayes twenty: © 


MARY J. DRIVER. 


Mr. BIGGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2010) granting a pension to Mary J. Driver; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


NEW YORK AND NORFOLK RAILROAD. 


Mr. AYER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2011) granting lands in aid of the construction 
ew York and Norfolk Air-line railroad ; 


ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 


! and ordered to be printed. 


DEFINITION OF MURDER. 

Mr. McKENZIE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2012) to define the degrees of murder in 
the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
poses; which wasread a first and second time, 
and referred. to the Committee for the District 
of Columbia. 

APPOINTMENT OF FEDERAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. McKENZIE also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 2013) in relation to the appointment of 
officers under the Government of the United 
States, &c. ; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 


| Judiciary. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


Mr. HEFLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2014) to remove the legal and political disabil- 
ities of certain persons therein named in the 
States of Georgia and Alabama; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 


TOMBIGBEE RIVER. 
Mr. MORPHIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2015) for the improvement of navigation in the 
Tombigbee river, in the State of Mississippi; 


| which was read a first and second time, and 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. : 

Mr. MORPHIS also introduced a bill (H.R. 
No. 2016) to remove certain legal and political 
disabilities from parties therein named ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the select Committee on Reconstruction. 

POST ROAD IN LOUISIANA. 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, introduced a 


in the State of Louisiana; which was read a 

first and second time, and referred to the 

Committee on the Post Office.and Post Roads. 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. ; 


Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a bili 
(H. R. No. 2018) to prevent cruelty to animals 
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while in transit by railroad or other means of 
transportation within the United States ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to 
be printed. 


POST ROUTE IN O10. l 


Mr. DICKINSON introduced a bill (H. R. f 


No. 2019) to establish a post route from Omar, 
via Reedtown and Weaver’s Corners, to Belle- 
vue, in the State of Ohio; which was read a 
first and second time, aud referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


QUALIFICATIONS OF ASSISTANT MARSHALS., 


Mr. LAWRENCE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2020) relative to the qualifications of assist- 
ant marshals of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 


THOMAS LUNNEY. 


Mr. WINANS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2021) granting a pension to Thomas Lunney ; 


referred, with accompanying papers, to the ' 
Committee on Invalid Peusions. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


Mr. TILLMAN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2022) for the removal of the legal and 
political disabilities of N. O. McAdams, of 
Dallas, Texas, and Thomas G. Moseby, of 
Bedford county, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the select : 
Committee on Reconstruction. 

Mr. HAWKINS introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2023) for the removal of disabilities of the 
persons therein named ; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the select 
Committee on Reconstruction. 

Mr. COBURN introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
2024) for the relief from disabilities of certain | 


which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the select Committee on Recon- | 
struction. ; 
CHARLES RICHARDS. 


No. 2025) for the relief of Charles Richards; 
which was read a first and second time, and | 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


LAND GRANT OF JOSH DOMINGUEZ. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 16, 


of the United States from sundry citizens of 
the State of Arkansas; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the select Com- 
mittee on Reconstruction. 


THIRTY-SIXTH PARALLEL RAILROAD. 


Mr. ROOTS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2031) granting lands and the right of way in 
Missouri and Arkansas to aid in the construc- 


tion of a railroad and telegraph line along or ' 


near the thirty-sixth parallel of north latitude, 
from the Mississippi river to the Arkansas 
river; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


UPPER ST. JOHN’s, ETC., RAILROAD. 


Mr. HAMILTON introduced a bill (H. R. | 
No. 2032) granting lands to aid in the con- |: 


i struction of the Upper St. John’s, Mellonville, 
Tampa, and South Florida railroad; which was 
- read a first and second time, and referred to the 
_ Committee on the Public Lands. 


which was read a first and second time, and | 


Mr. JULIAN introduced: a bill (H. R. No. ' 


2026) to repeal an act entiled ‘‘An act to con- 

firm the grant of certain lands to José Dom- . 
inguez in California,” approved June 12, 1866; ` 
which was read a first and second time, and | 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. | 


INDIANA POST ROAD. 


No. 2027) to establish a post road in the State ; 
of Indiana; which was read a first and second - 


time, and referred to the Committee on the | 


Post Office and Post Roads. 
JOHN SICKLER. l 

Mr. BURCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. : 
No. 2028) for the relief of John Sickler; which | 


was read a first and second time, and referred | 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. `> | 


MINERVA ORR. 


Mr. HAY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2029) | 


granting a pension to Minerva Orr; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
RAILROAD BRIDGE OVER THE OHIO. 
Mr. CREBS introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 287) authorizing the building of a 
railroad bridge over the Ohio river at Metrop- 


olis City, Illinois; which was read a first and | 


second time, and referred to the Committee 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. it 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 
Mr. ROGERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2080) for removal of disabilities imposed by | 
the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution 


EXCHANGE OF BONDS. 


Mr. CONNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


2033) to repeal a portion of the act approved 
April 12, 1866, entitled ‘‘An act to amend an 
act entitled ‘An act to support the Govern- 
ment,’ approved March 3, 1865;’’ which was 
read a firstand second time, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


INDIAN OUTRAGES. 


Mr. CONNER also introduced a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 288) for the appointment of 
a special committee of five members of the 
House to take evidence concerning outrages 
committed by Indians on the western and 
southwestern frontiers, in violation of the Kan- 
sas treaty of 1865; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on | 


persons who have been engaged in rebellion; | Indian Affairs, and, with the accompanying | 


papers, ordered to be printed. 
INTERNATIONAL IMMIGRATION SOCIETY. 
Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


|| 2084) to incorporate the International Society 
Mr. COBURN also introduced a bill (H. R. f 


of the United States for the Promotion and 


‘Protection of Immigration; which was read a | 


first and second time, and referred to the 


: Committee on the Judiciary. 


GREEN BAY AND LAKE PEPIN RAILROAD. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2035) granting the 
right of way to the Green Bay and Lake Pepin 
Railway Company, for its road across the 
Oneida reservation, in the State of Wisconsin; 


: which was read a first and second time, re- 


1 
| 
| 


| 


ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, | 


pea : and ordered to be printed. 
Mi: WILLIAMS introduced a bill (H. R. ee, eis 


PRESERVATION OF FUR-BEARING ANIMALS, 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, also 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2036) to prevent 
the extermination of fur-bearing animals in 


Alaska; which wasreada first and second time, | 
_ referred to the Committee on Commerce, and | 
| ordered to be printed. 


SETTLERS IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. AXTELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


2037) for the relief of settlers on certain lands | 


in the State of California; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

BENICIA, CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. JOHNSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


; 2038) to grant increased facilities to Benicia, 


a port of delivery in the State of California ; 

which was read a firat and second time, and 

referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
SPIRITS DISTILLED FROM APPLES, ETO. 


Mr. SARGENT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 2039) imposing a tax upon spirits distilled from ' 
| apples, peaches, and grapes exclusively, and | 


to regulate the distillation thereof; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the i! 


Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 


SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 2040) to amend an act approved 
March 2, 1861, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for 
i the payment of the expenses incurred by the 
|| Territories of Oregon and Washington in the 
' suppression of Indian hostilities therein in the 

years 1855 and 1856; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered te be printed, 
POST ROUTE IN WEST VIRGINIA. 
Mr. DUVAL introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
_ 2041) to establish a certain post route in West 
' Virginia ; which was read a first and second 
' time, and referred to the Committee on the 
' Post Office and Post Roads. 
HEIRS OF DR. JOHN MILLINGTON. 
Mr. CHAVES introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
i 2042) for the relief of the heirs of Dr. John 
Millington ; which was read a first and second 


time, and referred tothe Committee of Claims, 
COMPENSATION FOR MISSIONARY STATIONS. 


Mr. SHAFER introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
| 2043) to provide compensation for missionary 
' stations, and for other purposes; which wag 
: read a first and second time, and, with the ac- 

companying petition of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. Thecall of the States and 
Territories for the introduction of bills and 
_ joint resolutions having been completed, the 
next business in order is the call for resolu- 
‘| tions to be presented for consideration at the 
resent time. The call rests at the State of 
ew York. 


PHILADELPHIA AND CAMDEN BRIDGE. 


Mr. TANNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2044) declaring the bridge between Philadel- 
phia and Camdena post route ; which was read 
a first and second time. 

Mr. TANNER. I desire to have the bill 

put upon its passage, and move the previous 
question. 
(| The bill was read. It provides that the 
bridge authorized to be constructed by an act 
giving the consent of the United States to the 
| erection of a bridge across the Delaware river, 
| between Philadelphia and Camden, approved 
i: April 6, 1870, when erected, shall be, and is 
hereby declared to be, a post route. 

On seconding the demand for the previous 
'. question there were, on a divisiun—ayes 30, 
noes 81; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and Mr. Haicur and Mr. Tanner 
were appointed. 

Mr, HAIGHT. I should like the gentle- 
man from New York to give some explanation 
| of the bill. ; 
| TheSPEAKER. Thebillcannotbe debated. 
| If there was the slightest debate on it it would 
n have to go over. : 

The tellers took their places; and, the House 
|, having again divided, the tellers reported— 
ayes 84, noes 82. 

| So the previous question was seconded. 
The main question was ordered; and under 
| the operation thereof the bill was read the 
‘ third time, and passed. ., 

|! Mr. TANNER moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


BILL FOR GENERAL AMNESTY. 
i| Mr. COX submitted the following resolution; 


| on which he demanded the previous question: 


i| Resolved, That the select Committee on Recon- 
| struction be, and are hereby, instructed to report 
forthwith a bill for general amnesty. 
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On seconding the demand for the previous 
question there were, on a division—ayes 43, 
noes 70; no qim voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. MAYNARD and Mr. 

Ox. 

Che House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 51, noes 78. 

So the call for the previous question was not 
seconded. 

Mr. RANDALL. I moveto lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. COX. And on that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I movethat the resolution 
be referred to the select Committee on Recon- 
struction. 


The SPEAKER. The motion to lay on the || 


table takes precedence of the motion to refer. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Irise to a question 
of order. 


the resolution go over under the rule? 

The SPEAKER.. The motion to lay on the 
table was made before any gentleman rose to 
debate the resolution, and is in order. 

On ordering the yeas and nays on the motion 
to lay the resolution on the table there were— 
ayes thirty. 

So (more than one fifth of the last vote being 
in favor thereof) the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 84, nays 87, not voting 
57; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Asper, Atwood, 
Banks, Beaman, Benjamin, Benton, Boyd, Georgo 
M. Brooks, Buffinton, Burdett, Benjamin F., Butler, 
Cessna, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Cowles, 
Dawes, Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ferriss,Gilfillan, 
Hamilton, Hawley, Hoar, Hotenkiss, Judd, Julian, 
Kelley, Kelsey, Lash, Lawrence, Maynard, McCar- 
thy, McGrew. Mercur, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. 
Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, 
Negicy, O’Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Peck, 
Peters, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sanford, Sargent, 
Sawyer, Shanks. orter Sheldon, John A. Smith, Wil- 
liam J. Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Ste- 
vens, Stevenson. Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, 
Taffe, Tanner, Taylor, Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, 
Tyner, Upson, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wheeler, 
Wilkinson, Willard, Wiliams, and John T. Wil- 
son—$4. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allison, Arnell, Axtell, Ayer, 
Barry, Beatty, Beck, Bennett, Biggs, Bingham, 
Blair, Booker, Bowen, James Brooks, Buckley, 
Conner, Cox, Crebs, Degener, Dickinson, Dox, Eld- 
ridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Gar- 
field, Getz, Gibson, Haight, Haldeman, Hale, Harris, 
Hawkins, Heflin, Hill, Holman, Ingersoll, Johnson, 
Kellogg, Ketcham, Laflin, Lewis, Logan, Mayham, 
McKee, McKenzie, McNeely, Milnes, Morgan. Mor- 

his, Mangen, Niblack, Perce, Platt, Poland, Potter, 

andail, Rice, Rogers, Schumaker, Scofield, Lionel 
A. Sheldon, Sherrod, Shober, Slocum, Joseph S. 
Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Stiles, Strong, Swann, 
Sweeney, Trimble, Van Tramp‘ Voorhees, Welker, 
Whitmore, Eugene M. Wilson, Winans, Winches- 
ter, Wood, and Woodward—87, 

NOL VOTING—Messrs._ Adams, Archer, Arm- 
strong. Bailey, Barnum, Bird, Boles, Buck, - 
erick R. Butler, Calkin, William T, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Clinton L. Cobb, Covode, Cullom, Davis, 
Dickey, Dockery. Ela, Fisher, Fox, Griswold, Ham- 
bleton, Hamill, Hay, Hays, Heaton, Hoge, Hooper, 
Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, 
Kerr, Knapp, Knott, Loughridge, Lynch, Marshall, 
McCormick, MeCrary, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, 
Palmer, Phelps, Porter, Reeves, Ridgway, Schenck, 
Stone, Strader, Van Auken, Van Horn, Van 
Wyck, Ward, William B. Washburn, Wells, and 
Witcher—57. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Daring the roll-call, 

Mr. BURR stated that Mr. MARSHALL was 
absent on account of sickness. If present he 
would have voted * no.” 

Mr. RANDALL announced that his col- 
league, Mr. VaN AUKEN, was paired upon this 
question with Mr. Van Wyck, and also that 
Mr. Birn had paired with Mr. Morriut, of 
Maine. Mr. Birn would have voted “no”? on 
this question. 

Mr. VAN WYCK stated that he had paired 
upon all political questions with Mr. Vay 
AUKEN. 

The result of the vote was announced as 
above recorded. l 


ake previous question not having | 
been seconded, and debate arising, does not | Atwood Banks. 
' nett, Benton, Bingham, 
li Brooks, Buck, Buckley, 
: dett, Benjamin. F. 


Mr. CESSNA. I move that the resolution 


be referred to the select Committee on Recon- | 


struction, and on that motion I move the pre: 
vious question. 

Mr. COX. I rose for the purpose of taking 
control of the resolution, and if possible, put- 
ting it on its passage under the previous ques- 


tion. 
The SPEAKER. The House having once 


į refused to second the previous question on the 


adoption of the resolution, the Chair had to 
recognize some gentleman to make another 
motion. 


The previous question was seconded and the | 


main question ordered. . 

Mr. COX. Iask the yeas and nays on the 
motion to refer. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 116, nays 56, not vot- 
ing 56; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arnell, 
Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Ben- 

‘Blair, Bowen, George M 
Buffinton, Burchard, Bur- 


Dawes, Degener, Dickey, Dixan, Donley, Duval, 
Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Fer 
Fitch, Garfield, Gilfillan, Hale, Hawkins, 
Heflin, Hill, Hoar, 
Judd, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Laflin, 
Lash, Logan, Maynard, McCarthy, McCrary, Me- 
Grew, McKee, Mercur, Bliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. 
Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, 
Negley, 0’ Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Peck, 
Peters, Platt, Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, San- 
ford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smith, 
William J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William 
Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Stokes, Stoughton, 
Strickland, Strong, Tanner, Taylor, Tillman, Town- 
send, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Calwalader C. Wash- 
burn, Welker, Wheeler, Willard, Williams, and John 
T. Wilson—116. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell,Ayer, Bar- 
num, Barry, Beck, Biggs, Booker, James Brooks, 
Burr, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, 
Getz, Haight, Haldeman, Hamill, Harris, Holman, 
Johnson, Knott, Lawrence, Lewis, Mayham, McKen- 
zio, McNeely, Milnes, Morphis, Mungen, Niblack, 
Perce, Potter, Randall, Rice, Rogers Schumaker, 
Sherrod, Shober, Joseph S. Smit 
Sweeney, Taffe, Trimble, Van Trump, Voorhees, Wil- 
kinson. Eugene M. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, 
Woal, and Woodward—5é. , 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Armstrong, Asper, Bailey, 
Bird, Boles, Boyd, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, 
Churchill, William T. Clark, Cleveland, Clinton L 
Cobb, Covode, Cullom, Davis, Dockery, Fisher, Fox, 
Gibson, Griswold, Hambleton, Hamilton, Hay, Hays, 


Burcbard, Burr, Cake, Churchill, Sidney Clarke, || Heaton, Hoge, Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas | 


L. Jones, Julian, Kerr, Knapp, Loughridge, Lynch, 
Marshall, McCormick,. Morgan, Samuel P. Morrill, 
Morrissey, Palmer, Phelps, Porter, Reeves, Ridgway, 
Slocum, Stevenson, Stone, Strader, Van Auken,Van 
Horn, Van Wyck, Ward, William B. Washburn, 
Wells, Whitmore, and. Witcher—5. ; 

So the resolution was referred to the select 
Committee on Reconstruction; 

Mr. CESSNA moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was referred ; and-also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour has | 


expired. 
REDUCTION OF INTERNAL TAXES. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I am instructed by the 


Committee of Ways and Means to report a bill | 
in relation to internal taxes, to be printed and | 


recommitted. : 
The bill (H. R. No. 2045) to reduce internal 


taxes, and for other purposes, was received and || 


read a first arid second time. 
Mr. SCHENCK. With the leave of the 
oaks I will make a brief explanation of the 

ill. 

. Mr. Speaker, the members of the House are 
aware that there is now upon the general Cal- 
endar of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union a bill introduced a year ago 
last March, the first bill of this Congress, bill 


No. 1, to codify and reduce into one all the | 


laws relating to internal taxes. From the 
present appearance and prospect of the busi- 
ness of the House, and , the condition of that 
business, it is not probable that we will be able 
to get at that bill so as to dispose of it in its 
entirety during this session of Congress, That 


Butler, Cake, Cessna, Sidney | 
., Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Cowles, |! 


, Stiles, Swann, | 9 4 
| repeal of a large portion of the internal taxes 
of the country, and making modifications by 


riss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, :: 
Hawley, | 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, | 


i 


| these special taxes amou 


i| reduction of $5,741,105. 
|; in connection with this income tax, that we 


bill is the result of a very great deal of labor 
on the part of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, both in this Congress and in a former 
Congress. We have spent not only days and 
nights, but even months of labor upon it in the 
endeavor to codify, simplify, and unify in this 
revision all the laws now on the statute: book 
relating to internal taxes. There is not a 
great deal of encouragement in work of this 
kind, because it too often happens that when 
such a bill is brought to the light, and the con- 
sideration of a body like this is asked, some 
person, with the best possible intentions no 
doubt, but who has not perhaps bestowed a 
very great deal of study or consideration upon 
the subject in its broadest extent, will pitch in 
and derange the whole work. 

However, without discussing any proposition 
of that kind now, or alluding to anything that 
has been done or that might be done in rela- 
| tion to that or kindred matters, I desire to say 
| that the Committee of Ways and Means have 
come to the conclusion to divide the matter of 


‘ | that large bill upon internal taxes into three 


bills, and to ask the action of the House suc- 
cessively upon the three bills into which the 
‘ whole matter may be thus divided. 

We propose, in the first place, a bill which 
shall modify and to a very great extent repeal 
all the internal taxes of the country with the 
exception of the taxes upon fermented liquors, 
distilled spirits, tobaccoand cigars, and stamps. 
Then we propose to take up that portion of 
the general bill which relates to taxes on these 
articles, and introduce such bill amendatory 
of the provisions of existing laws embracing 
those articles as may seem to be necessary. 
Then we propose to take up that part of the 


| general bill which relates to the organization 


of the department of internal revenue, its offi- 
cers, bonds, punishments, collections, assess- 
ments, &c.; in short, all administrative sec- 
tions of that bill, and present them in one bill. 

The bill which I now introduce is the first 
of these three, and is a bill relating to the 


i reénactment of other parts relating to the same 
subjects. I have a memorandum here by which 
I shall be enabled to state to the House what 
is accomplished by this bill, We have, by 
repeal of the provisions of law relating thereto, 
taken off the taxes on successions and lega- 
cies, which, measured by the receipts of last 

ear, 1869, will be a reduction of $2,484,593. 
We take off the taxes upon the gross receipts 
of railroads, insurance companies, and other 
institutions and corporations and kinds of busi- 
ness, with the exception of the receipts of lot- 
teries, of theaters, and of other places of public 
amusement, &c. 


and by this bill it is proposed 


was $8,444,210, 
e 


to reduce that amount by $6,109,617. 


which is assessed upon dealersin liquor. With 
that exception this bill would make a further 
| reduction of taxes of $8,197,784. 

| Then we take off all the special taxes of 
every kind; that is, the taxes imposed upon 
various sorts of business, except certain kinds 
of business which are reserved in the bill. 
Those reservations are whatever relates to the 
taxes on claim agents, circuses, a part of the 
taxes on hotels, the taxes on jugglers, lot- 
tery-ticket dealers, patent-right dealers, pawn- 
brokers, museums, theaters, &c. Making these 
reservations, there will still be a reduction of 
ating to $8,474,752. 
We modify the tax in relation to incomes 80 
as to increase the exemption to $1,500, leav- 
i ing the percentage the same as now, five per 
cent. By the exact returns and tables fur- 
-nished us from the Internal Revenue Bureau 
! we find that this will constitute a still further 
I may remark, 


‘have provided for such a change of the law 
| that every person will not be required, as now, 


The whole amount of rev- | 
enue from these gross receipts for the last year | 


take off all the taxes on sales except that | 
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to make a return of his income whether ho 
have any taxable income or not. No per- 
son is to be considered in default for making 
no return unless his gross income amounts to 
as much as $1,500; leaving it, of course, to 
the assistant assessor or assessor, if he has 
reason to believe that a person failing to make 
return has a gross income of $1,500 or more, 
to investigate the matter and see that a proper 
return is made or the proper penalties imposed. 
We have also inserted a provision which will 
prevent, except under special regulations of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, any 
publication of the particulars of the business 
of any one paying income tax. 

We have also a reduction of all the taxes 
contained in what is known as ‘‘schedule A”’ 
of the present law; that is, the taxes on car- 


riages, watches, and various little articles, ` 


amounting to $882,860. These taxes we pro- 
to take off entirely. We propose to 
remove also the taxes on gas, amounting to 
$2,116,005. The total amount of taxes, there- 
fore, proposed to be repealed by this modif- 
cation and readjustment of the law will be 
$33,956,716, being some $4,000,000 more than 
the committee originally contemplated when 
they set their staudard as to the amount of 
these troublesome taxes which we could afford 
to repeal. That was the decision of the com- 
mittee some three or four months ago. They | 
have been working up to it, and this is the ; 
result. I might say, however, that there will 
be certain additions of taxes which will dimin- 
ish this aggregate amount of reduction. For 
instance, we not only retain the taxes on lot- 
. teries and places of public amusement, but 
have so regulated those taxes that without 
being oppressive, and, indeed, the modifica- 
tion Tas been assented to in a good degree by | 
the lottery dealers, additional taxes amount- 


sources. 

We have put a tax upon foreign commercial 
brokers—those who come here from abroad 
and sell by samples, but have no known place : 
of business—and these taxes may amount to : 
from $30,000 to $50,000, perhaps more. 
propose a further tax upon banks—a tax on | 
their deposits of money belonging to the Uni- | 
ted States, at the rate of three per cent. per 
annum. That will give us about $100,000 
more. The aggregate of all the additions can- 
not, however, amount to more than the excess 
of the reductions over $33,000,000. In other 
words, as the aggregate reductions to which I 


have referred would amount to $33,956,516, :: 
| motion as made by the gentleman from Ohio ; 
the odd $956,516, making a total reduction of ,, 
‘| orders. 
|| to the Committee of Ways and Means, with | 
i; authority to report it back at any time for the |, 
:, action of the House under the five-minute rule. | 
| Mr. BANKS. I hope the chairman of the | 
| Committee of Ways and Means will not press ` 
| his motion to the exclusion of other matters 


these additional taxes would probably take off 


$33,000,000 from the burden of the taxes which 
the people now bear, selecting for the pur- 
pose of this reduction those taxes which have 
seemed to the committee the most annoying 


in the mode of their collection and in the man- |! 


ner of reaching them, and therefore the most 
reasonably unpopular. f 

While we retain the tax on stamps, we have 
made with respect to that species of taxation 
an alteration to which it may be worth while to 
eall the attention of the House. Although 
this is a sort of tax easily collected and pro- 
ductive of a large revenue, yet in respect to 


two classes of instruments now subject to taxa- | 


tion of this kind there is more annoyance expe- | 
rienced than perhaps arises in connection with 
any other of the instruments ordinarily made 
by the people. I allude to the ordinary coun- |; 
try contracts of different kinds, and to the little || 
receipts given for various purposes upon bills | 
and other matters of that sort. We havetaken |; 
from the schedule of stamp taxes both those |! 
items, so that hereafter those instruments may |j 
be exempt from the necessity of being stamped. |i 
The committee are glad to be enabled to |! 
offer these reductions to the House and the 
-country. They knowhow cheerfully all through | 
the war, and all through the period which has 
elfpsed since the war,the people have paid 


‘| Mr. BANKS. 
ing to about $500,000 will be yielded from these | 


We || 


keep up the publicoreditand meet our Govern- 
ment liabilities. But we have already within 
the last three or four years made very large 
reductions, as in the taxes on manufactures, 
and we feel perfectly safe in proposing this 
further reduction in this present year to be 
added to the reduction heretofore made, so as 
to make lighter and lighter the burdens which 
the people have to bear, whether cheerfully 
. or not. 
I do not know there is anything else; Mr. 
Speaker, needed to be stated to give a brief ex- 
` planation of the bill, which is clear enough, 


: and can be perfectly understood by the mem- ; 
bers of the House; still it will be desirable | 


that the bill should be inspected, before it is 
put upon its passage, by every one who may 
_ wish to comment on any partof it. I will 
conclude, therefore, by moving that this bill 
‘be printed, recommitted to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, with authority to report at 
any time, to be considered in the House under 
the five-minutes rule. 


Mr. BANKS. Does the gentleman from _ bill 
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Mr. SCHENCK. Any gentleman can read- 
ily understand our motive for this, as the bill 
is long, containing carefully drawn provisions, 
There may be some fifty or sixty pages of it, 
It is a revision of the laws, dropping out and 
repealing the portions I have spoken of, and 
it ought to be, for the sake of the House and 
the committee, put in print. We therefore 
prefer it should be printed and recommitted, 
with the authority to bring it back for action, 
as I have said. And I meet the demand of 
the gentleman from Illinois when I say the 
Committee of Ways and Means have determ. 
ined to bring it back at the earliest opportun- 
ity possible. I yield now to the chairman of 


: the Committee on Appropriations. 


Mr. DAWES. I desire, before submitting 


_ a word or two in reference to this proposition, 
: to know what the gentleman proposes to do 
: with the pending tariff bill in the Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I have in my hand, ready 


to offer, a resolution to expedite action on that 


' Ohio by his motion supersede certain special ; 


orders already made by the House, and for 


ıı which we have been waiting so long? 


Mr. SCHENCK, Those are special orders 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. BANKS. I refer, for instance, to the 
resolution reported from the Committee on 


Foreign Affairs in reference to Cuba. 
Mr. SCHENCK. If this special order be 


: of the chairman of the Committee of 


lii. 
Mr. DAWES. I understand the proposition 
ays and 


:| Means to be this: that we go on with the pend- 


‘ made now, of course it would be taken up in its | 


order; that is, in the order in which it is made ; 
' but that is not my motion. My motion is that 

the Committee of Ways and Menus shall have 

leave toreport the bill back at any time for the 
; action of the House. 
I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will not press his motion now. 

Mr. SCHENCK. To be considered in the 
i House under the five-minutes rule, so we may 
i act on it speedily. I begthat with the assurance 
it is the intention of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to bring it back within a week, 
perhaps this very week. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask my col- 

league to yield to me for a question. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Certainly. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Suppose this 

; order my colleague moves be made by the 
|! House, how will it affect special orders already 
‘made? Will this take precedence of all other 
: special orders? 


The SPEAKER. Ifthe House agree to the 


it will take preeedence of all other special 
He asks that the bill be recommitted 


; on which members have been long waiting to 
| act and which will not take upa long time. I 


or two days. 
‘|| Mr. SCHENCK. The Committee of Ways | 
and Means have themselves in charge the spe- | 


cial order in reference to the tariff, as well as 


they are to themselves. If there be objection 


i to this I shall meet it by moving to suspend 


the rules, with a view to this action of the 


|; House, in order to get at this reduction of the 


taxes, and to get at it speedily. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Why refer it back 


that which was demanded of them in order to 


so much time. 


ing bill until it is finished, or until he calls the 


` other up; in other words, he desires to occupy 


1 


the attention of the House from this time 
onward with the pending bill until he takes up 
the bill which he has introduced to-day. 

Mr. SCHENCK. If the gentleman will allow 
me to interrupt him, I will remark that that has 
nothing to do with the present question. If 
the House puts it within our power to bring 
this bill up on an early day, it will then be in 
the power of the House to say what bill shall 
be proceeded with. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to state that the propo- 


` aition of the chairman of the Committee of 
| Ways and Means is to cover all the time be- 


~ other branch. 


tween now and the time.when he proposes to 
bring back this bill, with the pending bill. 


, And if the proposition shall be adopted by the 
. House it gives him the power to supersede not 
` only all special orders in the House, but all 


special ordersin the Committee of the Whole; 


_ and on that point I have a word to say to the 
:| House, It is nowthe16th day of May. Another 


fiscal year commences in six weeks from the 
present. time. . Of all the nine appropriation 
bills, but one, that making appropriations for 
the Military Academy, has become a law. In 
six weeks from this time the Government will 
be without a dollar to carry on this Adminis- 
tration. I will inform the House what is the 
condition of the other bills. The legislative 
and executive appropriation bill is now in the 
it is about to come back here 
with about as much added to it as that which 
went from this House. The Indian billis in 


| the Senate, reported from its committee. The 


': has been reported to this House. 


naval appropriation bill has been reported to 
this House. The consular and diplomatic bill 
The fortifi- 


: cations bill has been reported to this House. 
! The Post Office bill has been reported to this 


want to bring up the resolution in reference to || 
i: Cuba, which will not take up more than one ; 


The pension bill is with a committee 
The river and harbor bill is 


House. 
of conference. 


:. under consideration in the committee ; and the 


the special order in reference totheinternal tax. ii 
| They are willing those special orders should be : 
laid aside to get at this bill, and I do not know |, 
they ought to be more liberal to others than : 


sundries civil bill is ready to be reported this 
morning. The Army bill is under considera- 


: tion in committee, and is almost ready to be 


reported. 

We have but six weeks for the consideration 
of these bills before the fiscal year commences. 
We are informed officially that a deficiency 


| exists at this day of $1,500,000 in the appro- 


priation for the collection of the customs; and 


i unless this can be provided for the collection 


to the Committee of Ways und Means? It is. 
in possession of the House now. This is much `; 
more important, and we should act onit earlier | 
than the tariff bill, upon which we have spent | 
1 to make this proposition. 


: of the customs must stop. Task, then, that the 
| House shall give the Committee of Appropria- 
| tions the time between now and the time when 


the gentleman from Ohio takes up the bill he 
has just reported, that we may in the mean 
time provide for the carrying on of the Govern- 
ment. It is with great reluctance that I have 
I congratulate the 
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Committee of War and Means and the country. 
upon the result of their labors as reported here 
this morning. I shall take hold with them earn- 
estly in the work of putting their bill through. 
I have stood by the committee upon the pend- 
ing bill since it was reported on the Ist day of 
February, and made aspecial order on the 15th 
day of February, and taken up in detail on the 


1stof March, and which fortwo months. and a - 


halfhas mainly occupied the time of this House 
and the labor of the Committee of the Whole, 


J submit that, upon this report made by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, it is but just 
to the Committee of Appropriations, and it is 
but yielding to the necessities of the Govern- 


' Mr. SCHENCK. I promised first to yield © 
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_ Mr. DAWES. I made those remarks merely || disposed of to introduce a resolution which I 
to see if the gentleman would not yield to. my || will now read in my place: 


proposition, and then, I apprehend, there will 
be no objection on the part of the House to 
his motion. 

Mr. SCHENCK.’ I understand that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bayxs] 
objects. 

Mr. BANKS. Allow me to say a word. 


: to the gentleman’s colleague, [Mr. BUTLER. ] 
which is now about half way through the bill. — 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I want 


| to call the attention of the chairman of the 
. Committee of Ways ard Means and of the 


ment, that the Committee on Appropriations | 
should have the time between now and the | 


time when they propose to take up the bill 


reported this morning. And I appeal to my ` 


friend, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with no factious spirit, and in no 
spirit of opposition to this bill. I have stood, 
and my committee has stood with him in gen- 
eral and in detail through all the labor up to 
this time. 
farther consideration of the bill he has reported 
this morning, until his committee shall report 


i 


House to his proposition. 
consider his tax bill in the House as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole? 


under the five-minutes rule. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Well, 
there is a very great difference between the two 


propositions, I think. If there is not, then I: 


have not a word to say. _I have ro objection 
to the bill being considered as in Committee of 


i! the Whole with the power to offer amendments 


And I ask him that, pending the » 


it back to the House, he shall yield to the Com- | 


mittee on Appropriations; in view of the an- | 


nouncement | have made as to the absolute 
necessities of the Government, that they may 
have the time of the House for the considera- 
tion of their bills. Not one of them but the 
unimportant bill for the support of the Military 


Academy has yet become a law. And, besides 


| 


that, but two others have gone out of the’ 
House. The rest are all ready to be consid- :' 


ered to-day. 

I think I do not ask too much of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
I recognize his rights. I recognize what is 
due to him, and to his position as representin 
the ways and means of the country. But 
am instructed by the Committee on Hpprope 
ations, in view of special messages whic 
come to them, and the urgency of the case, to 
press upon the House the necessity of pro- 
ceeding with the appropriation bills, and to 
ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


and Means to yield to them the time between ; 
this and the time when he asks to have this | 


billconsidered. I will stay here with him after | 


that as long as he desires to further consider 
this bill, if it should be the will of the House. 


I have not desired by these remarks, by any | 


side blow, to defeat his measure or to obstruct 
its passage. But I appeal to him and to the 
House in the behalf of the necessities of the 
Government, and I ask him to yield this time 
to my committee. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I appreciate in its full 
force the appeal made by the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations, and I have only 
to reply to it that while it may be very well in 


itself, from his point of view, he will pardon | 


me for calling attention to the fact again that 
it has nothing to do with the question now 
before tha House.. The question now is, is 
the House prepared to make such order as will 


insure the very speedy consideration and dis- | 
posal of the bill which we have this morning | 


reported, reducing the internal taxes of the 
country? When I come to make a motion to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union upon the tariff bill then all these 
considerations will be in order, and I suppose 
thegentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Dawes] 
has merely seized this occasion to put them 
forward now, because when I make that motion 
it will not be debatable, and he will have the 
advantage of having impressed upon the House 
the propriety of not going into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union on the 
tariff when there is so much else demanding, 
ashe thinks, to be considered preferentially 
within the next few days. I cannot, therefore, 
propose anything other than I have done, so far 
as this bill is concerned. 


and discuss them that we have in Committee 
of the Whole. Bat if the gentleman wishes 


i to put in his tax bill here without giving an 


opportunity to make amendments, why, then, 
for one, I shall feel obliged to vote against 
his motion. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The. gentleman may feol 
relieved upon that point. Nothing is further 
from the thought of the committee than to 
exclude amendments. They may have somo 
amendments to propose themselves when they 
come to see the bill in print. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I rise to a 

ointof order. We who are governed want to 
hear what our governors say, and there is so 
much confusion we can hear nothing. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen will resume 
their seats and preserve order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I desire that everything 


‘| which we propose and ask of the House shall 
have |: 


be distinctly heard and understood. It is not 


| my fault if I have not been at all times clear 
| enough to the comprehension of every mem- 


ber. I repeat, therefore, that nothing was 


| further from the thought of the Committee of 


Ways and Means than to cut off. the oppor- 
tunity of amending the bill in‘its details. But 
we have thought that without interfering with 
the special orders in Committee of the Whole, 
if the bill were brought into the House and 
acted on speedily and vigorously, with amend- 
ments and with debate, but that debate lim- 
ited to five-minutes discussion, we would 
accomplish every object. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman tell me why he does not use the 
phrase ‘‘as in Committee of the Whole?’ 
What is the difference as he understands it? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Simply because it gives 
more power over the bill if debate on amend- 
ments should seem to be merely for the pur- 
pose of delay, which I do not apprehend. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. If it means 
the same thing as in Committee of the Whole 
there is no difficulty. . 

Mr. SCHENCK. The Speaker can explain 
the difference to the gentleman. ' 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Ifthe gen 
tleman will modify his motion so aş to make it 
t as in Committee of the Whole” he will take 
away all objection on my part... 2 2 

Mr. COX. I would hike to ask the gentle- 
man a question with a view to our votes upon 
this proposition. ©. Er 2 

Mr. SCHENCK. . Very well. =. . 
` Mr. COX. I think the gentleman will deal 
with his usual frankness with our side of the 
the House and tell.us precisely what his prop- 
osition is with reference. to the tariff.. Does 
he propose to amend the order of the House 


in that regard ?. Meas stacey, 2 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will tell the gentleman 
just what I propose in regard to the tariff. I 
proposeafter this subject shall have been dis- 


, Resolved, That when the House shall be at any 
| time in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the special order, House bill No. 1068, 
being a bill to amend existing laws relating to the 
duties on imports, and for other purposes, it may 
| direct any portion of the bill, or any portion relating 
: to the same general subject, to be read preparatory 
: to amendment and discussion thereof and may on 
: motion order all debate on such part to cease at the 
expiration of atime indicated. 


For instance, I propose when we again go 


; into Committee of the Whole on the special 
‘| order, as we have now just reached the subject 
‘| of lamber, which takes up a page or more of 
Does he mean. to `j 


the printed bill, to move that the whole of 


i| what relates to lumber shall be read at once. 


My SCHENCK, No, I ee i| And I will then move that all debate upon the 
fr. . No, I suppose not, bu 


_ portion relating to lumber shall cease in a given 
time, allowing what may seem to bea fair time 
: for discussing and amending any part of it. 
` And so on with the bill in detail. The delay 
has been occasioned mainly by the little pro- 
. tracted debate which has sprung up on every line 
and every item, which has resulted in divisions 
of the Committee of the Whole and in dilatory 
proceedings. That is what I desire to cut off, 
with the support of the House. And I think 
: the gentleman from his former experience may 
trust somewhat to the fair dealing of the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means, or of its chairman, 


to not use the power which I will ask for any 
oppressive purposes. However, that question 
is not now before the House. ` 

Mr. DAWES. I propose to amend the reso- 
lation by adding to it these words: 

And that the further consideration of the bill (tho 
tariff bill) be postponed until after the considera- 
tion of all the appropriation bills. 

The SPEAKER. That question is not now ` 
before the House. The question is upon the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr, 
ScHENXCK, ] that the bill be priae and recom: 
mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with authority to report it back to the House 
at any time for consideration and action, under 
the five-minutes rule. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I have no objection to 
saying that the bill shall be considered as in 
Committee of the Whole if gentlemen prefer 
it, so that a record shall not be made. by yeas 
i and nays of their votes. ; 

The SPEAKER. That will not cut off the 
right to call the yeas and nays on any question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I will let the motion 
stand as I first made it. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move to amend the me 
tion so that the bill shall be considered by sec’ 
tions under the five-minutes rule in the House, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. As in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. JUDD. I would ask the gentleman 
what objection there is to instructing the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report this bill 
back on Wednesday next immediately after 
| the reading of the Journal? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I would rather the House 
would not instruct us when to bring the bill in, 
but take our word for it that we will report it 
back as soon as we can. 

The SPEAKER. Does. the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. ScuEncK] accept the amendment 
of the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Atiison?] 


1 
i 
! 
i 
| 


io Mr. SCHENCK. Ido; I first drew up my 


! motion in that form. -` l = 

Mr. DAWES. .. If the motion of the gentle- 
man should be adopted, can a majority of the 
House at any time go into Committee of the 
Whole on the appropriation. bills, notwith 
standing. this order? ees 

The SPEAKER. This has nothing to do 
with that—the point raised upon that matter. 

Mr. DAWES. . I know that; but I want te 
know the effect of this. - 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Scuencxk] should follow this up by 
a motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
upon the tariff bill—. . st i 
` Mr. DAWES. That is not whet I mean, if . 
the Chair please. Suppose the gentleman 
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from Ohio should report this bill back on Wed- 
nesday next, can I on Thursday move to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the appro- 
priation bills, and cana majority of the House 
agree to that motion? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is under the 
impression that this would be considered a 
special order until disposed of. 


Mr. DAWES. Soas to supersede a motion | 
the Whole on an | 


to go into Committee of 
appropriation bill? 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I suppose, Mr. Speaker, 


it would not supersede a motion to postpone. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Cannot a majority 
of the House at any time postpone this sub- 
ject? 


The SPEAKER. Theaction now proposed. | 


: to amendment and discussion thereon, an 


must be adopted, if at all, under a suspension 
of the rules, and the House may itself direct 
as to the effect of the vote. The motion can 
be so framed as to provide for that particular 
exigency. 

r. DAWES. 
House to go into Committee of the Whole to 
supersede this particular bill unless necessity 
should require it. I merely wish to know 
whether I shall have the power to do so, or 


I do not wish to ask the- 


| direct any portion of the bill, or any portion relating 


whether the gentleman from Ohio will have | 


power over the appropriation bills. Ido not 
di to interfere with him in reference to this 
ill. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I can give the gentleman 

a reply which I think will satisfy him. Al- 
though the tariff bill is the special order in 
Committee of the Whole, it is within the power 
of the majority of the House at any time to 
refuse to go into Committee of the Whole on 
, that bill, as it is within the power of the House 


to refuse to go into Committee of the Whole | 


on anything else. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, in | 


answer to the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 


[Mr. Dawes,] that if the Committee of Ways 


and Means should report this bill back, and the |: 
House should proceed to its consideration, it | 
would be within the power of a majority of the 


House to postpone it to any given day, unless 
the House should now, by a suspension of the 
rules, take away that power. 

Mr. DAWES. That is all I desire. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Does this prop- 
osition take away that power? i 

The SPEAKER. 
provides merely for the right of the committee 
to report the bill back for consideration, sub- 
ject, of course, to the other rules of the House. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
Speaker state the question? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was about to 
state the proposition as the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Scuencx] has modified it. The 
gentleman from Ohio moves that the. bill just 


reported from the Committee of Ways and | 


Means be printed and recommitted, with au- 
thority on the part of the committee to report 
it back at any time for consideration and action 
in the House by sections, under the five-min- 
utes rule. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. As in 
Committee of the Whole. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio | 


has not included that in his proposition. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Iask the 
gentleman from Ohio whether he did not agree 
to that? ` 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ido not know that I have 
any objection to it, if the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts attaches any importance to it. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio so modify his proposition? 

Mr, SCHENCK. On reflection I prefer the 
motion as I have stated it, so that there may 
be no necessity for an order every day to stop 
debate. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
moves that the bill be printed and recommitted, 
with authority on the part of the committee to 
report it back at any time for consideration and 


Jt does not, because it | 


Will the | 


action in the House by sections under the five- 
minutes rule. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
vote just taken; and also moved that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TARIFF. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I now ask consent to offer 
the following resolution : 


Resolved, That when the House shall be at any |' 
‘| time in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
‘| Union on the special order, House bill No. 1068, be- |: 


ing a bill to amend existing laws relating to the 
duties on imports and for other purposes, it may 


to the same general subject, to be read preparatory 
ma, 
motion order all debate on such part to cease at the 
expiration of the time indicated. i 
If the House will permit me, I will now reply 
to the inquiries made by the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations, [Mr. Dawes. ] 
A great deal has been said about the possi- 
bility or impossibility of passing this tariff bill. 
Without repeating what f have said heretofore 
on that point, especially the other day in reply 
to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woon, | 
who interrogated me when we were about to 


! go into Committee of the Whole, I will say 


that, if I may have the support of this House 
under a rule of the kind now proposed to be 
established for the purpose, I have no doubt 
that in a very few days we can go through with 
all that remains of the tariff bill, because of the 
nature of the matter which yet remains to be 
considered, and the fact that we have already 


; passed over the most difficult portions of the bill. 


Mr. Speaker, Ido not oppose aa this tariff 
bill will be passed so as to become law at this 


|i session of Congress; but I do suppose if it be 
Mr. DAWES. I am not talking of that bill. | 


postponed now till the next session it will not 
ecome law so that our duties will be read- 
justed and lowered, as we have proposed to 
lower them on a great variety of articles, in this 
Congress at all. If we go on at this session 
of the Congress and get through with the bill 
and send it to the Senate my expectation, de- | 
rived from former experience, is, they will not | 
be able to act on it at this session. 
referred to their Committee on Finance. 
will come u 


It 


amendments and we have considered them, and 
there have been committees of conference, as | 
usual, it will become a law, and whatever re- . 


duction of duty will be made will be accom- | 


plished about the 3d day of March, 1871, the day 
before the adjournment of the Congress. That : 
is usually the history of such measures. If we | 
do not go on and send it to the Senate this ses- ` 
sion, however, I have not the slightest expecta- 
tion that it will be finisbed in this Congress; 


and all the work that has been done or may be |! 


done will just fall to‘the ground, to be com- | 
menced again in some future Congress. | 
am anxious about, therefore, is, we shall with : 


reasonable diligence, under proper regulations `; 
such as I now propose to the House, push the i 


workon. And Iwill say further, Mr. Speaker, | 


if the House shali manifest a disposition at . 
1 ’ À , YEAS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Armstrong, Arnell, 
consider and put it through, so it may go as |, 


early as possible to the Senate, I will not be 7 Bennett, Benton, Bingham, Blair, Booker, 


some time, if not this week then next week, to 


disposed to stand im the ‘way of a bill from | 
the Committee on Appropriations or any other | 
important committee of the House. Not at | 


all, sir. 4 


Mr. DAWES. The gentleman says in two 
or three weeks. I want him to measure what 
further time he proposes to take. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ido not want to be ex- 
licit. This is an ugly place to prophesy in. 
tis hard to tell wbat may come up any day 

or hour, and therefore I am very cautious when 
I look out. I only throw out these general 
remarks, relying on mutual courtesy of gentle- | 
men and mutual sense of obligation to do the ; 
best we can. 
Mr. PETERS. Iask why the tariff bill can- | 


t will be ` 


in the Senate about December !: 
next, and after they have gone through their '. 
1 Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


ANT | 


i! Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, William 


not be considered after this has been reported 
back by the Committee of Ways and Means 
and disposed of? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I have been saying if I 
saw, from the disposition of the House, the 
wished to go on, under proper regulations, for 
a day or two or three with other business I will 
not then press the consideration of the tariff 
: bill inthe Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. I think that is enough for me 
to say on that point. 

Mr. DAWES. I will not object to the gen- 
tleman’s resolution; but I must, from what I 
know of the necessities of the Government, ask 
the House to take up the appropriation bills in 
its stead. 

Mr. SCHENCK. One question at the time, 
Sufficient unto the moment as well as to the 


| day is the evil thereof. 


Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from Ohio 
admits that he does not expect or care to have 
the tariff bill sent to the Senate before the close 
of this session, so that it may be taken up and 
considered by the Committee of Finance, for 
action by the Senate at the next session. If 
that be so, it will do just as well to send it 
there five minutes before the adjournment as 
well as now. If the gentleman insists upon 
the tariff bill being now disposed of, hundreds 
of millions of dollars must be appropriated, 
under the condescension of the gentleman, who 
says we may have one, or two, or, it may be 
at the utmost three days to consider appropria- 
tion bills. Mr. Speaker, I shall vote for the 
gentleman’s resolution, but I shall ask the 
House, in view of what the gentleman has said, 
to take up the appropriation bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I know the gentleman 
will help me; but I would rather he had not 
talked so much about condescension. 1 know 

: he has been very hard at work; but I have not 
taken three or four days or a week at a time, 
but have staid here and worked all the time, 
and worked day and night, when sometimes I 

, had not even the pleasure of the company of 

the gentleman from Massachusetts, aiding me 
in my work, because he had engagements 
elsewhere. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I want to ask the 
gentleman a question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. If there be objection I 
shall move to suspend the rules. 

If the gentleman’s 

resolution be adopted may not the Committee 

: of the Whole on the state of the Union close 

the debate on the entire bill, excepting the last 
portion or paragraph, at any time? ; 
Mr. SCHENCK. That willalways be within 
the power of the majority. But [ donot want 
anything unreasonable. If there is any objec- 


ij tion to this resolution I move to suspend the 


' rules that it may be adopted. 
' The question was put on suspending the 
i rules; and there were, ona division—ayes 87, 
| noes 47; two thirds not voting affirmatively. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Idemand the yeas and 
nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
|. The question was taken; and there were— 
yeas 111, nays 67, not voting 50; as follows: 


Atwood, Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barry, Beaman, Beatty, 
aya, 
George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Burdett, 


i: Cake, Cessna, Churchill, William 'T. Clark, Amasa 


Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Cowles, Dawes, Dickey, Dixon, 
Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Ferriss, Ferry, Garfield, 
: Gibson, Hamilton, Harris, Hays, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,J ulian, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, 
Lash, Lawrence, poushridee. Lynch, Maynard, Mc- 
. Carthy, McGrew, McKee, McKenzie, Mercur, Milnes, 
| oore, 
| Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, O'Neill, 
Packard, Packer, Paine, Peck, Perce, Platt, Poland, 
| Prosser, Roots, Santord, Sawyer, Schenck. Scofield, 
| Shanks, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smith, William J. 
i Smith, Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, Stokes, 
: Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Tanner, Taylor, Till- 
' man, Townsend, Twicheil, Tyner, Upson, Van Wyck, 
: Cadwalader, Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, Wilkin- 
i gon, Willard, Williams, and John T. Wilson—I1l. 

i ON Messrs. Adams, Allison, Archer, Asper, 
! Axtell, Barnum, Beck, Benjamin. Biggs, James 
: Brooks, Burchard, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Sidney 
: Clarke, Cook, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Dickinson, Doz, 
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idge, Farnsworth, Finkelnburg, Getz, Griswold, 
paride gy sideman, Hamill, Hawkins, Hawiey, Hay, 
Heflin, Holman, Ingersoll, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, 
Knott, Lafin, ‘Lewis, Logan, Mayham, McNeely, 
Munten, Niblack, Peters, 
Rice, Rogers, Schumaker, k loct 
Joseph §, Smith, Wortbington C. Smith, William 
Smyth, Stiles, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Van Trump, 
Bugene M. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, Wood, and 
Woodward—67. : 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Bird, Boles, Bowen, Rod- 
erick R. Butler, Calkin, Cleveland, Clinton L, Cobb, 
Covode, Cullom, Davis, Degener, Dockery, Fisher, 
Fiteb, Fox, Gilfillan, Hale, Hambleton, Heaton, Hoge, 
Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, Kerr, Knapp, 
Marshall, McCormick, McCrary, Morgan, Samuel P. 
Morrill, ‘Morrissey, Orth, Palmer, Phelps, Porter, 
Reeves, Ridgway, Sargent, Lionel A. Sheldon, Stone, 
Strader, Taffe, Van Auken, Van Horn, Voorhees, 
Ward, William B. Washburn, Wells, Whitmore, and 
Witcher—50. 

So (two thirds not having voted in the affirm- 
ative) the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I have modified the reso- 
lution, and send it to the desk to be read as 
modified. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That when the House shall be at any 
time in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the special order, House bill No. 1068, 
being a bill to amend existing laws relating to the 
duties on imports and for other purposes, it may 
direct any portion of the. bill relating to the same 
general or kindred subject to be read preparatory 
to amendment and discussion thereof, and may, on 
motion, order all debate on such part to cease at the 
expiration of the time indicated. 

Mr. SCHENCK. If that is objected to, I 
move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I desire to 
ask the gentleman what he considers would 
be covered by the expression ‘‘or kindred 
subject ?”’ 

Mr. SCHENCK. 


Pomeroy, 


I do not know if the gen- 


Potter, Randall, | 
Sherrod, Shober, Slocum. ' with any sort of satisfaction to those interested 


i in the question; and for that reason I am 


- ment there, whether he wants or does not want | 


| 


have come to lumber. There are seven or 


| eight varieties of it, standing each on an inde- 


pendent bottom, and different productions, 
and they cannot be considered under one head 


osed to the resolution. 


op 
ir. SCHENCK. Iam perfectly sure that 


' a gentleman as ingenious and sagacious as the 


gentleman from Maine can distinguish between 
a line that relates to clapboards and one that 


_ relates to planks, and that he can put his finger 
` on one of those lines and propose an amend- 


to propose amendments to the other part. He 
will have the fullest opportunity of offering 


` amendments to each particular part of all that 
_ relates to the general subject. There is nothing 
` in the proposition to cut it off, and nothing to 


prevent him from arguing his amendments 
when he ofters them. But suppose when you 


_ come to the article of lumber it be considered 


. that a couple of hours or any other given time | 


. will afford fair debate on the various items on 


tleman from New York and myself would or . 


would not always agree to what was a ‘‘ kindred 
subject.” That would be a matter for the 
chairman of the Committee of the Whole to 
determine at any time when a question of 
order was raised. 


paragraph relating to iron was before the House | 
all the paragraphs relating to iron would be ' 


considered of a kindred nature. 
regards the paragraphs relating to steel. 
in the same way when we come to the matter 


And so as ; 
And | 


of lumber, I should think all paragraphs and | 


amendments relating to saw-logs,shingles,clap- 
boards, plank, &c., would come in. . I do not 
suppose that there can be any practical diffi- 
culty about this matter. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to make a parlia- 


mentary inquiry. Iunderstand that no amend: | 


ments are in order, changing existing rates of 
duty upon any article not included in the bill, 


until we reach the end of the section we are now | 


considering. I ask whether or not it would be 


in the power of a majority of the Committee of || 


the Whole, by cutting off debate when the last 
paragraph of this section is reached, to pre- 
vent any debate on amendments which might 
be offered in regard to salt, coal, and many 
otherthings? If the resolution would not have 
that effect I have no objection to it. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I think that my colleague 
on thecommittee who has just spoken, and other 
gentlemen here, ought to trust. something to the 
organ of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
who has been managing this bill before the 
House. If there isany one thing inwhich my 
course has been here criticised, and about which 
Il bave been found fault with, it is that I have 
been too liberal and allowed too much latitude 
to debate, so as unduly to protract it. Now, I 
will say to the gentleman that if any attempt 
is made to cut off an opportunity for debate or 
amendments such as the gentleman has indi- 
cated he will find me voting with him to pre- 
et it. I think the gentleman ought to know 
this. 
Mr. ALLISON. I do not object, then, to the 
resolation. 

Mr. PETERS. Allow mea moment to state 
my objection. We have gone through the 
parts of the bill in relation to iron and steel, 
and in relation tọ woolens and cottons, and 


| spruce. 
‘in relation to clapboards, I do not wish to be |; 


I should think that when a ` 


it, is it not proper that the committee should 
have the power to say, we will take up all that 
matter, and make our amendments to it and 


debate them, without considering it item by `! 
| item, and paragraph by paragraph, and fritter- | 
| ing away time as we have done heretofore? 


Mr. PETERS. Pardon me for one moment. 
While pine lumber is under discussion, Michigan 


is interested, and while spruce lumber is under |; 


discussion Maine is interested, and they are 
not precisely identical. While they are dis- 
cussing pine, I do not wish to be discussing 
While they are offering amendments 


discussing laths; and it seems to me thatit will 


be very incongruous and unsatisfactory and i! 
impossible to get ata fair result if the whole | 


is under discussion at once. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Itseemsto me that Michi- 
gan can rise in her place and move an amend- 


ment about pine, and discuss it, and then ` 


. Maine can get up here and propose an amend- 
ment about spruce, and discuss it, and it can | 


hemi ere 


l 


all be done within this range of time. The 


of the committee, and nothing else, and it does 
it upon a most reasonable proposition. IfI 
ever report a tariff bill again, I will relieve the 


‘bill of all such trouble, so far as the gentleman 


or anybody else is concerned. I will put in 
long sections, and crowd together everything 


‘| that seems to have any necessary or remote | 


relationship to anything else. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to ask the gentleman 
one question. 

Mr. BEAMAN. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I object to further debate. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then, as the resolution 
is objected to, I move that the rules be sus- 
pended and the resolution adopted. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I desire to 
make another parliamentary inquiry. When 
we approach lime and limestone, and marble 


which all have more or less lime or limestone 
in them, are they kindred subjects or not? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I should think they were; 
they all relate to building-stone. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Mich- 
igan [Mr. Beaman] objects to debate. 
~ Mr. HALE. I desire to ask one question. 
Suppose the Committee of the Whole sustains 
the gentleman in closing all debate upon lum- 
ber in two hours, and when pine lumber is 
taken up it is discussed by the advocates of 
pine lumber daring the whole of the two hours, 
will not the advocates of spruce then have 
no opportunity for any discussion? And will 
not the same objection obtain in relation to 
marble? 

Mr. SCHENCK. If permitted I will answer 
that question by reversing the supposition. 


-of various kinds, and soapstone and freestone | 


i 
| 


1 


a re ; : ` Prosser, 
truth is, it puts the business of the Committee | chenel 


of the Whole within the control of the majority | 


‘| Auken, Van Horn, 
li William B. Washburn, Wells, and Witeher—50. 


Suppose the spruce gentlemen take up all the 
time? 

Mr. HALE. Ttis the same question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Why, then, I answer by 
saying I presume all gentlemen will be looking 
to put themselves in relations with the chair- 
man of the Committee of the Whole, and the 
chairman will give them all a fair and reason- 
able chance if there is any limitation. That 
has been the practical working of these things 
heretofore, and I think gentlemen are unne- 
cessarily conjuring up chimeras and bugbears 
and windmills to fight. 

Mr. HALE. It seems to me a very practical 
objection. 

The question was put on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules; and there were—ayes 97, 
noes 39. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, called for 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Burien, 
of Massachusetts, and Mr. ScHEeNcK were 
appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported that there were—ayes 103, noes 50. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. PETERS called for the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and upon a division there 
were—ayes 28, noes 105. 

So (one fifth voting in the affirmative) the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘he question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 119, nays 59, not voting 
50; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Armstrong, Ar- 
nell, Atwood, Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barry, Beaman, 
Beatty, Bennett, Benton, Bingham, Blair, Booker, 
| Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, 
Buffinton, Burdett, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, William 
T. Clark, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Cowles, 
Dawes, Dickey, Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Hla, 
Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, 
. Garfield, Gilfillan, Hamilton, Harris, Hawley, Hays, 

Hefin, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Julian, Kelley, 
: Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Laflin, Lash, Lawrence, 
Loughridge, Maynard, MeUarthy, McCrary, Mc- 
Grew, McKee, McKenzie, Mercur, Milnes, Eliakim 
H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Morphis, 
Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Orth, 
' Packard, Packer, Paine, Peck, Perce, Platt, Poland, 
Rogers, Roots, Santord, Sargent, Sawyer, 
Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Por- | 
ter Sheldon, John A. Smith, Starkweather, Steven- 
son, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Tafe, 
Tanner, Taylor, ‘Siliman, ‘l‘ownsend, ‘I'wichell, 
Tyner, Upson, Welker, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wil- 
| kinson, Willard, Williams, and John T. Wilson—119. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Archer, Asper, 
| Axtell, Beck, Biggs, James Brooks, Burchard, Burr, 
Benjamin P. Butler, Sidney Clarke, Cook, Conner, 
Cox, Crebs, Degener, Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, 
Getz, Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, Hale, Hamill, 
Hawkins, Hay, Holman, ‘Thomas L. Jones, Judd, 
Knott, Lewis, Mayham, McNeely, Mungen, Niblack, 
Peters, Pomeroy, Potter, Randall, Rice, Schumaker, 
Sberrod, Shober, Siocum, Joseph S. Smith, William 
Smyth, Stiles, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Van 
Trump, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Eugene M. Wil- 
son, Winans, Winchester, Wood, and Woodward—59. 

NOT VOLLING—Mesers. Barnum, Benjamin, Bird, 
Boles, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, Cleveland, Clin- 
ton L. Cobb, Covode, Cullom, Davis, Dockery, Fisher, 
Vox, Gibson, Hambleton, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, In- 

ersoli, Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander H. Joues, Kerr, 

napp, Logan, Lynch, Marshall, McCormick, Mor- 
` gan, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Palmer, Phelps, 
| Porter, Reeves, Ridgway, William J. Smith, Worth- 
! ington C. Smith, Stevens, Stone, Strader, Van 
Van Wyck, Voorhees, Ward, 


| So the rules were suspended, and the reso- 
: lution adopted. 


| 
i ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


| sultation with some of the members of my com- 
| mittee, I have concluded not to press that 
i motion now, but waive it, so as to enable 
' the chairman of the Committee on Appropria- 
| tions to bring forward any business which may 
be most immediately pressing, reserving, of 
| course, the right at any time hereafter, as may 
| seem expedient or necessary, to move to sus- 
` pend ‘the rules for the purpose of going into ~ 
i Committee of the Whole on the tariff bill. 


——.. 
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` EXCUSED FROM COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. DAWES. On account of my engage- 
ments in connection with business of the House 
T ask to be excused from service upon the com- 
mittee on which I was appointed last Friday 
evening. 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- `. 


sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] asks leave to be ex- 
cused from service on the committee appointed 
to attend on the part of the House the conse- 
cration this afternoon of the monument to the 
‘memory of Baron Steuben. The Chair hears 
no objection, and the gentleman is excused. 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. ORTH] is 
appointed in his place. 


REVIVAL OF AMERICAN COMMERCE, 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I ask 
unanimous consent to present far the purpose 
of being printed an amendment which I design 
to offer to the bill (H. R. No. 1889) to revive 
the navigation and commercial interests of the 
United States. 

There being no objection, the amendment 
was ordered to be printed. 

WASHINGTON MARKET-HOUSE. 


Mr. LOGAN. Irise to make a privileged 
report from a committee of conference. 

The report was received and read, as fol- 
lows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1084) relating to the 


this Union. But they have no delegate or 
representative on this floor to speak for them. 
They have no one but the common council of 
this city to speak for them, and I suggest to 
members of this House whether it is not our 
duty to yield a little consideration to these 
representatives of the people of the District 
when they speak upon a question affecting 
their local interests. Nobod 


y is interested in | 


this bill but the corporators upon the one side | 
and the inhabitants of the city on the other. : 


I know the danger that I incur in undertaking 


: to stand here and utter a word against aggre- 


. gated wealth or private corporations. 


I know 
how dangerous it is to say anything in behalf 


` of the masses of the people as opposed to men 
into whose coffers it is proposed to pour still : 


Washington Market Company, having met, after . 


full and free conference have agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend to thcir respectivo Houses, as 
follows: 

That the Senate recede from the amendmentnum- 
bered 11. ; ison 

That the House recede from their disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate numbered as follows: 
1, 2, 3, 4,6, 8, 9, 10, and 12, and agree to the same. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to 
the fifth amendment, and agree to the same with an 
amendment, to insert in lieu of the words ‘* National 
Hotel” the words “Department of the Interior,” 
and the Senate agree tothe same. __ 

That the House recede from their disagreement to 
the seventh amendment of the Senate and agree to 
same with an umendment, as follows: in section 
three, lines twenty-three and twenty-four, strike 
out the words `“ another of their number to be” and 
insert “appoint a,” and the Senate agree to the 
same, : 

And the committee of conference further recom- 
mend an amendment to the paragraph commencing 
with the words “B wing,” page 18, line two, by in- 
serting after the words ‘market stalls” the words 
* not less than twenty feet high.” f 

ADOLPHUS H. TANNER, 
JOHN A. LOGAN, 
Managers on the part ef the House. 
JUSTIN S. MORRILL, 
H. HAMLIN, 
JOHN P. STOCKTON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


Mr. LOGAN. I do not know that itis 
necessary to discuss this at all. The amend- 


` an hour. 


more of wealth. 

Mr. LOGAN. I would like to know how 
much time the gentleman desires to occupy. 
I do not propose to give him the whole hour. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Well, Mr. Speaker, I 
propose to confine myself entirely to the mat- 
ter under discussion. I have nothing to say 
except upon that subject. Iam not in the 
habit of making speeches, and particularly I 
am not accustomed to go beyond legitimate 
matters of discussion. 

Mr. LOGAN. There is one hour allowed 
for debate, and I desire to know how much 
time the gentleman wishes to occupy. I would 
like to divide the time fairly, but I do not want 


to give away all the time and leave myself no | 


opportunity to explain the report. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. There isno rule re- 
quiring that this matter shall be disposed of in 
The hour rule applies simply to each 
gentleman who may speak. I would like to 
say a few words on this subject. Ido not know 
anything about the corporators in this scheme. 
I have nothing against them. I do not deny 
their right to make money. 


from Illinois [Mr. Logan} whether he had not 
better withdraw the report, as it seems likely 
to lead to considerable debate. He can bring 


' it before the House at any time. 
Mr. LOGAN. I cannot consent to with- |; 
| draw it. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. If a market-house 
is to be erected on this reservation, I do not 
undertake to discuss the particular merits of 
this bill with reference to that object. 


© desire to say that I am opposed to any bill for 


' city or any other. 


the erection of a general market-house in this 
Market-houses are an old- 


|| fogy institution. They are useless and in many 


ments proposed to satisfy all parties have been | 


agreed to by the committee of conference. I 
will therefore call the previous question. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. As one of the con- 
ferees disagreeing to this report, I desire to 
make a statement in regard to this matter. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will yield for a few min- 
utes if the gentleman thinks it important to 
discuss this matter now. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. As the House well | 
knows, this bill passed the House at this ses- | 


sion without any consideration or discussion. 
Very many of the members of this House knew 
nothing of the bill until they read the sub- 
stance of its provisions in the Globe. When 
the bill left the House it proposed that $15,000, 
a merely nominal sum, should be paid for the 
use of all this ground. It was amended in the 
Senate so ag to provide for the payment of 
$25,000 instead of the $15,000 provided for 
by the House. 

I would like very much to yield to the report 
of the committee of conference were it not that 
in my judgment a great majority of the citizens 
of this place are opposed to this measure. I 


think it is due to the eitizens of this city that | 


they should have at least as much considera- 
tion extended to them as some ten or twenty 
thousand people in one of the Territories of 


| 


| need from private market-houses. 
market-house in the city of Washington would | 


i respects a nuisance in any city. In Chicago 
: seven years ago the market-houses were abol- ; 
: ished, and the citizens find that they get along |! 
i! city sought to build a market-house on that 
i: square; but this House by resolution pro- 


very much better without them. I think that 
in most of our modern cities which have exper- 


i imented on this subject it has been found that 
the people get along better without a general | 
| market-house than with one. 
|| size one large central market-house does not ` 


accommodate the people upon the outskirts of 
the city. Those who are obliged to go two or 
three miles to a market-house to get their beef- 
steak or anything else find no convenience in 
a market-house. It is much more convenient 
for the citizens to be supplied with what they 


be rather a nuisance than a convenience to the 
people. It would not accommodate the citi- 
zens at all. 


Here is a reservation situated upon Penn- | 


In a city of any | 


A central | 


But I | 


sylvania. avenue, between Seventh and Ninth | 


streets. It lies between the Smithsonian grounds 
and Pennsylvania avenue. It was originally a 
reservation—set apart by the founders of the 
city to be ornamented and kept open as a reser- 
vation. I believe that it should be continued as 


such ; that the nuisance which now exists there | 
`: side of that triangle. 


should be cleared away, the ground improved 
and beautified as a public reservation. Ifthe 
city of Washington needs a market-house, let 
it be erected in some other portion of the city, 


noton Pennsylvania avenue; that is no place 
for a market-house. The use of this reserva- 
tion for such a purpose is a disgrace to the 
nation. I suppose the project embraced in this 
bill is a speculation gotten up by a few men. 
I have no objection to their speculating. I 
have no objection to their building a market- 
house, if they want it and the people want it, 
in some suitable part of the city. But asa 
Representative of the District of Columbia (and 
we alk represent the District) I do protest 
against devoting the reservation in front of the 
Smithsonian grounds to such a purpose. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. LOGAN. I will ask the House to sus- 
tain the previous question; and then I shall be 
willing to yield to the gentleman from New 


| York [Mr. Van Wyck] such portion of my 


time as he may desire, so that he may give his 
explanation, and then I will follow with mine. 
I move the previous question. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I supposed that I had 


i the floor when I yielded to the gentleman from 


Illinois. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman occupied 
the floor by permission of the gentleman who 
made the report. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I do hope, Mr. Speaker, 


: we shall have the fullest discussion of this 


‘ ample time for discussion. 


measure. 

Mr. LOGAN. After the previous question 
has been called and seconded I will yield to 
the gentleman from New York all the time he 
may desire ; but I do not wish this debate to 
ran loosely on without knowing when it will 
come to an end. The gentleman can have 
T now demand the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The question then recurred on the adoption 


_ of the conference report. 
Mr. DAWES. I suggest to the gentleman | 


i willing to yield to the gentleman from 


Mr. LOGAN. ow, Mr. Speaker, I am 
New 


York, and I do not suppose he wants more 


: than ten minutes. 


| street. 
; house there years ago. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Ten or twenty minutes; 
not more than twenty. 
Mr. LOGAN. Iwill yield tothe gentleman 


| ten minutes, and if he should then want more 
| I will give him five minutes more. 


~ Mr. VAN WYCK. Mr. Speaker, I was pro- 
ceeding to state, if the House will give me their 
attention, that we stand here to-day represent- 
ing the wishes and the wants of the people of 
the District of Columbia. I know it willbe said 


i that the people of this District have refused to 
| build a market-house. If the House will bear 


with me, I will give some facts on the subject. 
Some members here know—I know that this 


hibited the city from doing so, saying that the 
city had no right to shut out the view of the 
Smithsonian Institution and grounds, and pre- 
vent the free circulation of the air up that 
The city proposed to build a market- 
Two years ago this 
city undertook to build a market-house at the 
intersection of Ohio and Louisiana avenues, 


| supposing Congress would not consent to the 


erection of a market on Market square. It 
passed the Senate unanimously. It came to 
this House, and here it has ever since slept. 
There were gentlemen here then seeking these 
grounds on the same terms. 

Now look at this thing fora moment. You 
disfigure the design of that part of the city. 
Gentlemen know when triangles are laid out 
they have not only an avenue on one side, 
but streets on the other sides. That triangle 


` on Seventh street has an avenue on one side 


and streets on the other two sides. 


This bill 


_ proposes to give this market company the 


the street on the south 


power to do away with 
If this bill be adopted 


: that street will be taken and given to this com- 


: pany for market purposes. 


I ask gentlemen 


: of the House, who are the only Representatives 
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of the people of the District of Columbia, what | 


right they have to take one hundred feet of 


taking one hundred feet of this ground, which | 


|| is only three hundred feet deep, is not a sub- | 


that Market square and give it up for the pur- || stitution of other than market purposes? I 
© ask the gentleman his opinion as a lawyer. | 
now that there is not room enough there now | 


ses of stores andahotel? Donot gentlemen 
for the present market? Yet this bill pro- 
poses to take off one hundred feet of it for the 
urposes of stores and a hotel. If we wish to 
ispose of this land then put it fairly into the 
market. We can easily get $1,000,000 for it. 


The Senate propose to pay $800,000 to private ` 


holders for some land on Capitol hill. If the 
land be worth $500,000 up here, this land in 
the heart of the city is worth atleast $1,000,000. 
Yet it is proposed to give it away to this private 
corporation for the pittance of $25,000 a year. 
Now, the common council of this city have 
unanimously protested against the passage of 
this bill. They appeal to Congress not to pass 
this bill. I ask the Clerk to read the paper 
which I send up. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


“ Resolved by the Board of. Alderman and Board of 
Common Council of the city af Washington, That the 


Mr. WOODWARD. I do not know any- | 
thing about the provisions of this bill. But if | 
it be the fact that this ground was dedicated | 


| for market-house purposes, and this bill pro- | 


! see no objection to it. 


t 


committee to represent the interests of the corpora- ` 


tion before Congress are hereby instructed immedi- 
ately to wait on the Senate Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and respectfully but earnestl 
request them not to favor the bill (No. 1084) whic 
passed the House of Representatives on Friday last, 
giving the valuable franchise of the Center Market 
intot 

establishing a monopoly, entirely contrary to the 
almost unanimous wishes of our citizens. . 

* Resolved, That the said committee are also in- 
structed tor 
sage of a bill before the adjournment of the present 
Congress, authorizing this corporation toissue bonds 
to the amount of $1,000,000, at an annual interest of 


known as the market-house fund exclusively; and 
farther. to request the passage of an act to enable 
this curporation to erect a suitable building on the 
grounds now occupied by the Center Market, the 
same to be completed by such time as Congress may 
determine.”” , 2 

It is hereby certified that the above is a trae copy 
of the resolutions passed by the board of aldermen 
and board of common council of this gity, by the 
unanimous vote of each board, on the 2st day of 
Mareh last, and was approved by the mayor the 
samo day. 


o hands of a private company, and thereby . 


. the gentleman that it does more. 


1 


There were present atthe meeting at which the res- | 


olutions were pasged all the members of tho board 
of aldermen, including Messrs. Crocker, Emery, and 
Connolly, three of the corporators named in the bill, 
and all the members of the board of common coun- 
cil excepting two, Messrs. Johnson and Simms, 

ven u 


day of May, 1870. S. J. BOWEN, Mayor. 


the common councils of this city, some of the 


er my hand and seal of office, this 4th | 


corporators named in this bill taking partaffirm- ; 


atively. Ata later day, when the matter was 
out avy expression of the wishes of the repre- 
sentatives of the people, another written pro- 
test was made by this same board of common 
council. This was only a few days ago. In 


this protest it is stated that a great majority | 


of the people of this city are opposed to this 
bill. The common council of this city ask 


Congress to allow the citizens of Washington | 


to vote upon this bill. I ask, will not Congress 
give them the poor privilege of signifying their 
wish on this matter? Shall we refuse these 
people, who have no representative on this 
floor, when they come to ask us the poor priv- 
ilege of casting their ballots whetber this shall 
become a law or not? Shall we, I say, refuse 
to grant them this poor privilege? 

_ Mr. WOODWARD. Will the gentleman 
inform us whether in the original plan of the 
city this ground was dedicated to the purposes 
of a market-house? - 

. Mr. VAN WYCK. I understand that it 
was. ; 

Mr. WOODWARD. Then I will ask the 
farther question whether this bill does anything 
else but substitute a new market-house for the 
old sheds? 


_ Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes, sir; inasmuch as |i 
it takes one hundred feet of the ground appro- | 


priated for a market-house and appropriates it 
for stores and a hotel. It takes the ground 
for other purposes than were contemplated in 
the trust. Will the gentleman tell me that 


uest the committee to secure the pas- | 


six per cent., payable at or before the expiration of i 


twenty years, for the purpose of creating a loan, tobe |: T make some explanations designed to show | 


` that there is nothing alarming in this matter; 
that there is no occasion for the high degree © 


' to build it. 
House, and passed the House without the | 


i 
i 


| of corporators, and put in others on behalf of 


|! man from New York, Mr. Van Wyck, and my- 


| amendments which the Senate committee | 


i ments. should be made in order to satisfy 


-the Senate was satisfactory to Mayor: Bowen | 


‘then the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Tax- 


| poses merely to build a market-house, then I | 


Mr. VAN WYCK. But I desire to state to | 
It proposes ` 
to take one hundred feet of this ground and to 
have on it stores anda hotel. And I ask the 


gentleman as a lawyer if that is not a substi- || 


tution of other purposes than those intended | 
I have had the | 


in the original dedication. 


plan of the market building brought here, and ` 


shall ask two of the officers of the House to |; 


hold it up so that the House may see it. Gen- 
tlemen will see that the design includes, as I 
have said, stores and a hotel. I say you have 
no right to make such a diversion of the ground 
from the purposes originally intended. {know 
that the newspapers in this District are say- 
ing that all that is wanted is a market-house. 
But I say that beyond that they desire to put 
this valuable franchise into the hands of a few 
men for the purpose of enabling them to raise 
tribute from the people of this city. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iwill ask the Doorkeeper to 
bring the drawings before the House so that it | 
can see them. [The designs of the proposed | 
market-house were here brought forward and 
placed conspicuously in front of the Speaker’s 
desk.}] I ask theattention of the House while | 


of the amendments, so that it should be satis- 
factory. We increased the amount that the 
market-house shall pay the city from $16,000 
to $25,000 a year. ‘That amount is to be paid 
to the city every year. The city will be saved 
the cost of building the house, will have that 
amount annually paid into its treasury for 
school purposes or charities, and then at the 
end of thirty years the city, on paying the 
amount expended for the building, is to receive 


‘| the house as the property of the city. 


That was the proposition to which we agreed. 
The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Van 
Wyck, | then, in order to prevent thieving—I 
hope there will be none, but the gentleman was 
alarmed almost to death, supposing the whole 
country was going to berobbed by somebody— 
desired that we should have an amendment 
made to the bill that these corporators should 


“meet at the Interior Department—not at the 


National Hotel, as was provided in the bill, 
but at the Interior Department—so that every 
citizen of Washington may have an oppor- 
tunity to subscribe to the stock of this mar- 
ket-house. We agreed to that amendment, 
although it was foreign to the bill and had not 
been proposed either in the House or in the 
Senate. Weagreed to all the propositions he 
made in behalf of these people, and after they 
were made and had all been agreed to, to our 


| utter astonishment he refused to sign the report. 


of alarm manifested by the gentleman from ` 


New York. I desire to make a brief statement, 
precisely such a statement as ought to be made ; 
that is, in accordance with the facts. In the 
first place, then, the city of Washington some 
years ago asked permission to build a market- - 
house. That permission was given, but the 
city failed to build it. They have ever failed 
This bill was introduced in the 


amendments subsequently made to it. Then 
Mayor Bowen and the common council passed 


: the resolutions of which the gentleman from 
Mr. VAN WYCK. That was the action of 


New York has spoken in reference to the 
bill. 


Mayor Bowen, on behalf of the city and the | 
|! city council, appeared before the committee of | 
pressed upon the attention of Congress with- || 


the Senate, and there proposed certain amend- 
ments. What were they? First, that they 
should strike out certain names from the board 


the city. This was done. Then he proposed 
to insert that after thirty years the city should | 
have the privilege of taking this market-house 
on paying the first cost to the company, on a 
valuation to be made by act of Congress. He | 
proposed his amendment and the Senate com- 
mittee agreed to it. Then he proposed other 


agreed to. And then in behalf of the city he | 
told the committee that he hoped the bill would | 
pass and he so wrote in his letter, which is now |, 
in the hands of Senator MORRILL, of Vermont. 
Senator MORRILL, of Vermont,Senator HAMLIN, 
and Senator STOCKTON, of New Jersey, were on 


the committee of conference,and the gentleman |; 
from New York, Mr. Tanner, and the gentle- || 


self,- In that committee the gentleman from | 
New York {Mr. Van Wyck] introduced these | 
resolutions, and he asked that certain amend- 


somebody, whom I do not know, and none of | 
us knew. But we agreed to every proposition | 
that he made. After one of the 
him and all of us that the bill as amended by 


and to those men who had been opposing it, 


‘NWeR] and myself agreed to each and every one 


enators told |; 


These are the facts about it. 

Mr.. VAN WYCK. Will the gentleman allow 
me a word? 

Mr. LOGAN. I cannot yield. Iam stating 
the facts. : 

Mr. VAN WYCK. He says they were sur- 
prised at my course. 

Mr. LOGAN. No; I said nothing about 
being surprised at yourcourse. I said we were 
surprised that you did not sign the report. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The gentleman says 


they adopted all my propositions of amend- 


ment. I proposed that in the distribution of 
the stock some officer of the Government should 
be appointed to preside at the first meeting, 


. when the stock is to be subscribed and distrib- 


| gentleman’s satisfaction. 


uted. That the gentleman objected to. 
Mr. LOGAN. I will explain that to the 
I cannot yield fur- 


ther. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I would rather make my 


: own explanation. 


Mr. LOGAN. Perhaps I was in error when 
I said that we agreed to all the gentleman’s 
amendments. I meantthe amendments which 
pertain tothe bill. He did suggest one amend- 
ment which we did not adopt. He suggested 
that the Secretary of the Interior, a Cabinet 
officer of the Government, should by law be 


|| required to preside at this meeting of stock- 


holders, and we refused to do it, because we 
said that it would be indecent to make it part 


| of the duty of a Cabinet officer to preside over 


a meeting held for the purpose of subscribing 


‘| for stock. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Did you not also refuse 
to put in the name of any other officer of the 
Government ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido not yield farther to the 
gentleman. Iam not misstating what occurred. 
We did not agree to put in the name of ‘any 
officer of the Government, because we did not 


think it decent legislation to require an officer 


of the Government to preside at a meeting of 
corporators as a part of his daty as an officer 
of the Government. Such a thing is quite 
unheard of. It has never been done betore. 

There is in front of the Clerk’s desk a plan 
of the market-house that is to be built, and 
gentlemen can examine it. We provide in the 
bill that these men shall build the house pre- 
cisely in accordance with that plan. We pro- 
vide further, that they must commence the 
work within sixty days after the stock is sub- 
scribed. We provide further, that if after six 
months they shall have failed to comply with 
any of the provisions of this law they shall 
forfeit all they have expended in the work and 
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the work itself, and that it shall revert to the i ties shall have paid $25,000 a year to the city, 
Government. Wealso provide that after every | shall go to the city for what it cost.. 

six months, until the work is accomplished if | 
they shall have failed to carry on the work | 


during that time, they shall forfeit all their 
rights under this bill, and all that they have 
done shall revert to the Government, 

Now, in regard to the great speculation there 
is in this thing. The gentleman says that this 
is to be a hotel and stores. Now, we have 


amended the bill so as to provide that the . 


stalls shall be twenty feet in height. We have 
made every provision to make this bill ample 
and sufficient for market-house purposes. 
The gentleman said in his remarks that this 
roposed market-house would encroach upon 
Dannesizania avenue. I am sorry he has not 
read the bill, for he would have seen that it 


has been so amended as to prevent anything | 


of the kind. Let me state just what this pro- 
vides. This market-house down here on the 
avenue, you all know where it is and what it is, 
looks like an old fish-market. Every one 
knows what a stench there is about the place. 
The people here may think that I am not 
much of a friend of Washington city. Now, I 
have not any particular enmity to Washington. 
I have been in favor of getting Congress away 
from here. Suill I do say that if this ground is 
to be used for market-house purposes I am 
willing to allow anybody to put such a building 
upon it as this bill provides for, and give the 
city an opportunity to take it after thirty years, 
although they will not build it themselves; the 
city to take it after thirty years upon paying the 
cost of it, and after having received during that 
time $25,000 a year for the support of the city. 
I think that is a good thing for the city. 

Now, let me tell you how much ground there 
is for the statement of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Van Wyck] that this bill 
proposes to take up any portion of Pennsyl- 
vania avenue. 
ket space, between Sixth and Seventh streets, 


The square just east of mar- : 


contains as many front feet as market square | 
itself. On it standtwenty-one houses, renting + 


on the average for about two thousand dollars | 


each, or $42,000 altogether, which income rep- 
resentsa capital of $400,000 for the ground and 
improvements. That is the capital that is rep- 
resented in all these houses. Now, the city 
has received for premiums upon stalls sold at 
auction for the last fifteen years—now mark 
what I say—all told, the sum of $2,432 50. 
That is the revenue which has been derived 
by the city, from all these market stalls for the 
a fifleen years, for this old concern down 

ere. 

Now, in regard to the obstruction that has 


been spoken of to be caused by this building: 


on south B street in rear of the present market. 
Upen that street now stands the whole of the 


old fish-market and the cattle pens. This bill | 


proposes to open up this street for a width of 
forty-five feet, by removing the objectionable 
cattle pens to the reservation between Tenth 
and Twelfth street. It interferes with nothing; 
it obstructs no street, but it opens one. It 


drives away the old cattle pens and fish-market ` 


and opens the street there. 
also mistaken when he says this is an encroach- 


ment upon any street or avenue in the city of ' 


Washington. 


The gentleman is | 


Mr. GRISWOLD. How much is to be used _ 


for market purposes? 

Mr. LOGAN. It all has to be used for this 
purpose; the lower part of the building with 
stalls twenty feet high all around is to be ex- 
clusively used for that purpose. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Donot they propose to H 
take one hundred feet along Pennsylvania ave- : 


nue and devote it to stores and hotels? 
Mr. LOGAN. No, sir; they propose. to 
take eighty feet. ` 


Nr. VAN WYCK. And an alley-way of - 


ten feet. 


will use it for. 


ing at the end of thirty years, after these par- | 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Is it not provided that 
the city may buy it at the end of twenty years? 

Mr. LOGAN. I trust the gentleman will 
keep quiet for a little while. 1 have already 
stated that matter half a dozen times. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then why not let the 
city buy it now? 

Mr. LOGAN. 
keep quiet. 
was speaking. I have stated over and over 
again that the city receives only $25,000 an- 
nually ; and if at the end of thirty years the 
city is willing to pay the amount that has been 
expended for the building, it may, by doing 
so, become the owner. 
expenditure is to be ascertained and fixed 
under the authority of Congress. At the end 


of thirty years the city may pay the original . 


cost of the building, as ascertained and fixed 
by Congress, and may take possession of it. 


I hope the gentleman will » l ; 
I did not interrupt him when he ` yode Dox, an Da vis, 


The amount of the ` Sheldon, Shober, Joseph S. Smith, Worthington G. 


. Smith, Stevenson, Stone, Strader, 


' wold, 
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dott, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Cessna, Churchill, 
Amasa Cobb, Conner, Cowles, Crebs, Ela, Eldridge, 
Farnsworth, Fitch, Hawkins, Hay, Holman, Julian, 
Kelsey, Knott, McGrew, McNeely, Mercur, Eliakim 
ll. Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Nib- 
lack, Paine, Pomeroy, Randall, Rice, Scofield, 
Shanks, John A. Smith, William Smyth, Stark. 
weather, Stokes, Strong, Sweeney, Taylor, Van 
Wyck, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Whitmore, and 
Winans—5l. 

NOL VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Bailey, Banks, 
Bennett, Biggs, Bird, Boles, Buck, Roderick R. But- 
ler, Calkin, Cleveland, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Co- 
Dawes, Degener, Dixon, 
Dockery, Donley, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fox, Gris- 
Haight, Hambleton, Hamilton, Heaton, Hoar, 
Hoge, Hooper, Jenckes, Johuson, Alexander II. 
Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Kerr, Knapp, Lash, 
Lawrence, Loughridge, Lynch, Marshall, McCarthy, 


' McCormick, Jesse H. Moore, Samuel P. Morrill, Mor- 


We see men running around here and making -. 


objection to this measure. We have seen the 


same thing in Congress heretofore in connec- |` 
If one . 


tion with every measure of this kind. 
company undertakes to get a charter for this 
purpose, some other body of men want the 
franchise. 
under the control of the mayor and common 
council, then the citizens want to have it in 
their hands, alleging that the mayor and coun- 
cil want to make some ‘*stealings’’ out of the 
matter. Ifa private company proposes to take 
charge of the affair, the mayor and common 
council fight the proposition. This is the way 
the measure has been delayed heretofore. This 


is the first time that there has been anything || 
- like an agreement between the mayor and coun: © 


cil on the one side and the citizens on the 
other. 


the bill. 
believed it to be the most satisfactory solution 
of this question. When I found the measure 


| assented to by all parties and classes in the 


city—merchants, bankers, &c., as well as the 


; mayor—I said I waa willing the city of Wash- 
: ington should have this authority to build a 
` market- house. 


For this reason I have con- 
curred in presenting this report. JI now ask 
for a vote. 

Mr. KELSEY. 


I move that the report be 
laid on the table. 


If it is proposed to put the matier `. 


rissey, Orth, Palmer, Phelps, Piatt, Poland, Porter, 
Potter, Prosser, Reeves, Ridgway, Rogers, Porter 


Trimbie, Van 


Auken, Van Lorn, Van Trump, Ward. William B. 


' Washburn, Wells, John T. Wilson, Winchester, and 


Witcher—8. 

So the report of the committee of conference 
was agreed to. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. FINKELNBURG said: On this ques- 
tion lam paired with the gentleman from Texas, 
[Mr. Decener.] If he were here, he would 
vote “ay, and I should vote “no.” 

Mr. CLARK, of Texas, announced that he 


/ was paired on this question with Mr. Law- 


d i i; i 
owen a on conan the Renae | the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
‘ mayor, who declared them perfectly satisfac- | 
i tory to him and those who have been opposing . 


I have supported the bill because I || 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest | 
` that a conference report is always voted upon 


directly, the question being will the House | 


accept or reject the report? 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. We have the right 
to move to lay the report on the table. 


The SPEAKER. The motion isin order if :| 


i the gentleman insists on it; but itis entirely 
unusual. Laying the report on the table would : 


Fanner, Tillman, Townsend, 'I'wichell, ‘Tyner, 
Mr. LOGAN. I do not know what they ` w 
It is provided that this build- | 


be simply equivalent to rejecting it. 


Mr. KELSEY. I withdraw the motion, and i 
: eral as that. 


call for the yeas and nays on agreeing to the 
report. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided | 
i in the affirmative—yeas 99, nays 51, not voting 


78; as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Ambler, Archer, Armstrong, Asper, | 


Atwood, Axtell, Ayer, Barnum, Barry, Beatty, Ben- 


jamin, Bingham, Blair, Booker, Bowen, Boyd, James | 

rooks, Buckley, Burchard, Cake. William ‘I’. Clark, | 
Dickey, Dickinson, ; 
Getz, |! 
J au amill, Harris, i 
Heflin, Hiil, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, . 


Sidney Clarke, Coburn, Conger, 
Dox, Duval, Dyer, Ferriss, Ferry, Garfield. 
Gibson. Gilfillan, Haldeman, Hale, H 
awley, Hays, 


Kelley, Kellogg, Ketcham, Laflin, Lewis, Logan, :: 
'. Mayham, Maynard, McCrary, McKee, McKenzie, ` 
Milnes, Negiey, |: 


Morgan, Morphis, Mungen, Myers, 
O'Neill, Packard, P 


nel A. Sheldon, Sherrod, 


Stevens, Stiles, Stoughton, Strickland, Swann, Taffe, |: 


Ty Upson, 
ilkinson, Willard, Wil- 
Woodward—99, 
Arnell, Beaman, 


oorhees, Welker, Wheeler, 
liams, Eugene M. Wilson, Wood, and 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, 


acker, Peck, Perce, Peters, Roots, ; 
. Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Schumaker, Lio- 


J: 
I 
i} 
ji 


RENCE. He (Mr. CLARK) would have voted 
“ay,” and Mr. Lawrence ‘‘no.”’ 

The result of the vote was announced as 
above stated. 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. f 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 
Mr. DAWES. Before moving to go into 


Union on the Navy appropriation bill, I desire 
to have an understanding of a remark of the 
gentleman from Ohio. | interpret his remark 
made a moment ago that he will not call up 
the tariff bill in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union until after the regular 
appropriation bills in committee had been dis- 
posed of. : 

Mr. SCHENCK. The remark I made was 
that I would yield to the gentleman represent- 
ing the Committee on Appropriations to pro- 
ceed with the consideration of the bills most 
pressing in their character, reserving to myself 


į expressly the right in two or three days to move 


to go into committee on the tariff bill. 

Mr. DAWES. None of the appropriation 
bills is more pressing or important than another. 
They are all important and all urgent. I wish 
to say to the House, if I have misinterpreted 


_ the gentleman’s remark, and if he will not con- 


sent to postpone the further consideration of 
the tariff bill until after the regular appropri- 


` ation bills have been considered in committee, 
. one being as important as another—— 


Mr. SCHENCK. I made no remark so gen- 
I stated my willingness to agree 


. that the next two or three days should be de- 


j; voted to the appropriation bills. 


Under the 
order of the House this morning the committee 
will report back again as soon as possible the 
bill for the reduction of the internal taxes. 
Mr. DAWES. I understand the gentleman 


: will bring back his internal tax bill as soon as 


possible. I desire, in view of the fact thatthe 
gentleman will bring back his tax billin afew 
days, and in view of the further fact, as be 
himself admits, that there is no prospect of the 
tariff bill becoming a law—— 

Mr. SCHENCK. No, sir; I have never said 


` a word of the kind. 


Mr. DAWES. Well, of the bill becoming 


Slocum, William J. Smith, | a law this Congress. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Ihave not said so. 

Mr. DAWES. He admits it will not pass 
this session of Congress. 

Mr. SCHENCK. What I said was that the 


Beck, Benton, George M. Brooks, Bunton, Bur- || bill should be passed as early as possible this 
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session and sent to the Senate, so there will be 
no doubt of its becoming a law atthe next 


i 


session. ip 


Mr. DAWES. I do not misunderstand the | 
gentleman. What he proposes is this: to go 
through with the bill and send it to the Senate, 
where it may be referred to the Committee on 
Finance, so that it may be taken up there and 
acted on early in the next session. That is it; 
Ido not misunderstand the gentleman. Now, 
for us to spend the hot weather in mere senti- 
mental talk over a bill which he does not expect 
to be taken up for consideration in the other 
branch of Congress, while the regular appro- 
priation bills are postponed, is to my mind 
wholly unnecessary, if not wrong. I am com- 

elled,therefore,to movethat the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the - 
state of the Union on the Navy appropriation | 
bill, and pending that motion to move that 
all prior orders be postponed until after the 
consideration of the regular appropriation bills 
now in the committee. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I have said ` 
nothing to-day which will in the slightest degree 
justify the remark that I have proposed to the - 


House to go on with sentimental talk over the |: Cleveland. Clinton L. ‘Cobb, 


On the contrary, I have said itis ; 


tariff bill. 
in the power of this House, if they will indulge : 
only in business talk and sensible action, to put 
through this tariff bill this session, and even long 
before they have thought of adjourning in July. 
And if they do that, it gives renewed assurance 
this Congress will not adjourn without the bill 
becoming a law. But at the same time if it is 
to be postponed on one pretext or another to 
get everything else out of the way and then 
to adjourn—I say upon those who do that will 
be the responsibility of this not passing and 
becoming the law. I thought I was to have | 


the earnest support of the gentleman from || | 


Massachusetts to see that this bill gets through | 
at the earliest period this session consistently | 
with his relation to other matters of public | 
business, and yet he now speaks of it only as | 
the subject for sentimental talk. 
Mr. DAWES. I intend whenever his bill . 
is in committee or before the House to work : 
with him as earnestly as I can to get itthrough. | 
But the gentleman talks about its being post- | 
poned for a day or two, when there are eight 
or nine appropriation bills urgently demand- | 
ing our action. He is not willing to have the | 
tariff bill carried through in the last days of 
the session, but is willing to have the whole 
appropriations for carrying on this Govern- 
ment passed under those circumstances. . 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I took up just fifteen 
minutes of time in the discussion of the tariff 
bill. Ihave voted with the chairman of the 
committee on every division of the House but 
one, and I have voted to-day to give him om- 
nipotent power over his bill when it is in com- 
mittee; but I insist that, as between that bill | 
and the bills reported by the Committee on 
Appropriations, the gentleman from Ohio 
should make way for those bills. I now yield 
to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD. ] 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
toa point of order. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts is not debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
oint of order. Neither of the motions made 
i gentleman from Massachusetts is debat- 

able. 
, The question was put on Mr. Dawss’s mo- 
tion, that prior special orders be. postponed 
until the regular appropriation bills be dis- 
ee of in Committee of the Whole. 

r. 
faith after what has passed here this mornin g. 

Mr. DAWES. I demand the yeas and nays 

on my motion. ` 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 77, not 
voting 59; as follows: 


SCHENCK. And I say that is in bad | 


YEAS~Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Archer, Arnell, 


I 
i 


Asper, Atwood, Ayer, Barry, Beaman, Beck, Biggs, 
Booker, Bowen, Boyd, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, 
Churchill, Sidney Clarke, Cook, Conner, Crebs, 
awes, 
Ferriss, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Garfield, Getz, Gibson, 
Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, Hale, Hamilton, Har- 
ris, Hawkins, Hawley, Heflin, Holman, Hotchkiss, 
Kelsey, Ketcham, Knott, Laflin, Lewis, Mayham, 
McCrary, McKenzie, McNecly, Milnes, Morgan, 
Mungen, Niblack, Paine, Peters, Platt, Poland, 


Pomeroy, Potter, Randall, Rogers, Roots, Sargent, | 
‘Porter Sheldon, | 


Schumaker, Lionel A. Sheldon, 
Sherrod, Shober, Stocum, Joseph S. Smith, Worth- 
ington C.Smith, 
veas, Stiles, Stokes, Swann, Sweeney, Taffe, Trimble, 
Twichell,U $ 
Č. Washburn, Winans, Wood, and Woodward—92. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Armstrong, Axtell, 
Banks, Barnum, Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, Benton, 


- Bingham, Blair, George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buffin- 


. Peck, Perce, 


ton, Burchard, Cake, Cessna, William T. Clark, 


Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Cowles, Donley, Dyer, i 


Ferry, Gilfillan, Hamill, Hay, H 
Ingersoll, Julian, Kelley, Kellogg, Lash, 
McCarthy, McGrew, Mercur, Eliakim H. 
Jesse H. 
Morrell, Myers, 
Sawyer, Schenck, Sco- 


Prosser, Rice, 


Dickey, Dickinson, Dox, Duval, Farnsworth, | 


William Smyth, Starkweather, Ste- | 


pson, Van Trump, Voorhees, Cadwalader | 
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field, Shanks, John A. Smith, William J. Smith, | 
Stevenson, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Taylor, | 


Tillman, Townsend, Tyner, Van Wyck, 
Wilson, and Jobn T, Wilson—77. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Bailey, Bird, Boles, James 
Brooks, Buck, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, 
Covode, Cox, Cullom, 
Davis, Degener, Dixon, Dockery, Ela, Eldridge, 
Fisher, Fox, Hambleton, Hays, Heaton, Iloge, 
Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. 
Jones, Judd, Kerr, Knapp, Lawrence, Logan, Lough- 
ridge, Marshall, Maynard, McCormick, McKee, Sam- 


: uel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Orth, Palmer, Phelps, 


Porter, Reeves, Ridgway, Sanford, Stone, Strader, | 
Horn, Ward, William | 


Tanner, Van Auken, Van 
B, Washburn, Wells, Wilkinson, Winchester, and 


' Witcher—59, 


' not move to adjourn. 
i shall go into Committee of the Whole or that 


So the motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken ; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. It isnow 
too late to go into Committee of the Whole; 
but I give notice that to-morrow, after the 
morning hour, I will move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the naval appropriation bill. I now move that 
the House adjourn. ` 

Mr. DAWES. I hope my colleague will 
I insist either that we 


that motion be suspended for a time to admit 


i of other business. 


HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION. 


Mr. KNOTT. Irise to make a privileged 
report.. The bill in relation to the Hot Springs 
reservation has been found to have a clerical 
error in its EEE E I ask that it may 
be considered as recommitted-to the commit- 
tee of conference. 

There was no objection ; and it wat so ordered. 


RIGHTS OF CITIZENS IN THE STATES. 


? Mr. BINGHAM. -I ask the House, under. 
instructions from the Committee on the Judi-' 


ciary, to allow me to report and put on its 
passage, with an amendment in the nature of a 


| Substitute, which has been fully considered by 
the House, bill No. 1298, to enforce the rights 


of citizens ofthe United Statesto vote in the 


fore been deni€d that right on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of gervitude. This 
bill has been printed and upon the tables of 
members for nearly three months. The object 
of the bill is to enforce the legal right of the citi- 
zens of the United States to vote in the several 
States of this Union—a right which is defiantly 


| denied in my own State and in others, in direct 


contravention of the express letter of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. > : 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move that the rules be 
suspended to allow me to report the bill with an 
amendment and put the same on its passage. 
1 would ask the Chair, is it in order to join the 
two motions ? 


Welker, `: 
' Wheeler, Whitmore, Willard, Williams, Eugene M. U 


| substitute or bill which the gentleman proposes 
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The SPEAKER. It is; and upon that only 
one dilatory motion can be made. 

Mr. RANDALL. Then I makeit. 
that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SA RGENT. Iriseto makea parliament- 
ary inquiry. Ifthe motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] prevails, does it cut 
off the opportunity to offer amendments? 

The SPEAKER. Tt does, and passes the 
bill by a single vote of two thirds of the House. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Is it proposed to put 
through such an important bill without allow- 


I move 


| ing any opportunity for amendment or discus- 


sion? 
Mr. RANDALL. That isthe proposition, 
and it is for that reason that I make the motion 


ill, Hoar, Hooper, | to adjourn. 


Lynch, `i 
7 , Moore, 
oore, William Moore, Morphis, Daniel J. .! 
Negley, O’Neiil, Packard, Packer, - 


Mr. BINGHAM. 
make objections—— 
Mr. CESSNA. I make the point of order 


If gentlemen will not 


: that no debate is in order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 
Mr. RANDALL. I am willing that the 


to pass shall be read. 
The Clerk read the bill, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert 
the following: 

That any officer of the United States, or of any 
State, Territory, or district, and every officer of any 
city, county, town, township, borough, ward, parish, 
or hundred, in any State, ‘'erritory, or district, who 
shall by any official act whatever, or by the omission, 
neglect, or refusal to perform any official act or duty 
whatever, whether under color or pretext of any 


i Provision of any State constitution, or any law of 


any State, Territory, or district whatsoever, or of 
any local, municipal, or other law, rule, or ordinance, 


| deny or abridge theright of any citizen of the United 


i 


States to vote, on account of race, color, or previous 


| Condition of servitude, at any Federal, State, county, 


municipal, or other election, shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor. and 
shall be punished by imprisonment of not less than 
one year and not exceeding three years, or by a fine 
not less than $500 nor exceeding $5,000, or both such 
fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of thecourt. 

SRO. 2. And be tt further enacted, That all colored 
citizens of the United States resident in the several 
States of the United States shall be entitled to vote 
at all elections in the State, county, parish, town, 
township, ward, or hundred of their residence, sub- 
ject only to tho same conditions which now are or 
may hereafter be required to quality white citizens 
to votetherein. And any person whosball by force, 
fraud, intimidation, or other unlawful means what- 
soever, prevent any culored citizen from voting at 
any such election, who possesses the qualifications, 
except in respect of color, requisite to enable » white 
citizen to votethereat, shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be adjudged guilty ofa misdemeanor, andshall be im- 
prisoned notless than six months and not exceeding 
one year, or be fined not less than $100 nor more than 
$1,000, or be punjshed by bothsuch fine and imprison- 
ment, in the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That in case the 
constitution or law of any State shall require the 
assessment or payment of a tax asa qualification of 
an elector, if any assessor or other otticer elected or 
appointed under the laws of such State, and author- 
ized or required by the laws thereof to make any 
assessment of persons or property for the purpoes of 
such taxation, shall refuse or willfully neglect to 
assess the pergon or property of any colored citizen 
of the United States qualified as aforesaid, and resid- 
ing in the town, hundred, borough, township, parish, 
county, ward, or district for which said assessor or 
other officer shall have been elected or appointed as 
atoresaid, he shall, for every auch offense, forfeit 
and pay the sum of $500 to any person who will sue 
for the same, and shall for every such offeuse be 


i| guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined not less 
l y 0 i| than $500, and be imprisoned not less than one month. 
several, States of this Union who have hereto- | 


SEC. 4, And be it further enacted, That in case the 
constitution or law of any State shall require the 
assessment or payment of a tax as a qualification of 
an elector, if any officer or member of any levy court, 
or other body of oflicers authorized or required by 
the laws of such State to make or correct any assess-. 
ment of persons or property tor the purpose of such 
taxation, or authorized or required by the laws of 
such State to assess or levy any such tax, shall refuse, 
or willfully neglect or advise, or shall participate, 
concur, or acquiesco.in the refusa} or willful neglect 
of such levy court or other body of officers to assess 
the person or property, or to assess or levy any such 
tax upon the person or property of any colored citi- 
zen of the United States, qualified as uforesaid, and 
residing in the county or district for which snid. offi- 
cer, levy court, or other body of officers shali have 
been elected or appointed, be shall for every such 
offense forfeit and pay the sum of $500 to any person 
who will sue for the same, and shall for every such 
offense be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, aud sball 
be fined not less hen $500, and be.imprisoned not 

ess than one month. $ 

Sgo. 5, And be it further engeted, That if any clerk 
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or other officer required by the law of any State to 
register, record, or transcribe any list of persons upon 
whom taxes have been assessed, or to transeribe and 
certify any duplicate of such list to the collector of 
taxes, shall refuse or willfully neglect to register, 
record, transcribe, or entcr upon the proper assess- 
ment. list, or upon the proper duplicates of such 
assessment list, the name of any colored citizen of 


the United States who has been lawfully assessed to | 


pay any tax, the payment of which tax is by the 
constitution or laws of such State a qualification of 
an elector of such State, every such Clerk or officer 
shall for évery such offense forfeit and pay the sum 
of $500 to any person who will sue for the same, and 
shall for every.such offense be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and shall be fined not less than $300 
and be imprisoned not less than one month. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any col- 


lector of taxes elected or appointed by authority of | 


the laws of any State shall refuse or willfully neg- 
leet to receive from any colored citizen of the United 
States residing in such State any tax which he is 
required by law to collect from citizens of such State, 
and the payment of which tax is by the constitution 
or laws of such State a qualification of an elector 
of such State, or it any such collector shall refuse or 
willfully neglect to give to any such colored citizen 
a receipt for any such tax, when the amount thereof 
shall have been paid or tendered to him by such col- 
ored citizen, he shall for every such offense forfeit 
and pay the sum of $500 to any person who will sue 
for the samo, and shall for every such offense be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined 
not less than $200 and be imprisoned for not less than 
one month. 

Src.7. And be it further enacted, That if at any 
State, county, township, hundred, or municipal elec- 
tion, held by the authority of any law of any State, 
or at.any election for electors of President of the 
United States, or for members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, any officer, in- 
spector, or judge of the election shall refuse to re- 
ceive, or shall advise or concur in refusing to receive 
the vote of any person on account of his race, color, 

‘or previous condition of servitude, every such offi- 


cer, inspector, or judge shall, for every such offense, | 


forfeitand pay the sum of $500 to any person whose 
vote shall have been so refused who may sue for the 
same in any court of the United States; and such 
officer, inspector, or judge shall for every such of- 
fense be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction thereot shall be fined not less than $200 
nor more than $300, and be imprisoned not less than 
one month. { 

Sec. 8. And beit further enacted, That any register 
or officer who sball refuse to register or enter upon 
the list of voters or list of persons who will be enti- 
tled to vote at any election, the name of any colored 
person having the qualifications of a white citizen 
entitled to vote or to be placed on such list in other 
respects except race or color, and any officeror mem- 
ber of any board for the admission of electors, who 
shall refuse to admit to the electors’ oath, or to the 
privileges of an elector, any colored person on ac- 
count of his race, color, or previous condition of ser- 
vitude, or having the qualifications of a white citi- 
zen entitled to the privileges of an elector in other 
respects than race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction thereof shall forfeit and pay a penalty 
of not less than $200 nor more than $500, and shall 
be imprisoned not less than one month nor more 

. than six months, or both, at the discretion of the 
court. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, Thatif any per- 
son shall, by threats, violence, or intimidation, pre- 
vent, or attempt to prevent, any citizen of the United 
States from the free exercise of his right to vote in 
any election at which members of Congress or elect- 
ors for President or Vice President of the United 
States may be voted for, such person so offending 
shali be hable to indictment, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall besubject to a fine not exceeding $1,000, 
or to imprisonment not less than one year nor more 
then puree years, or both, at the discretion of the 
court, ‘ 

Suc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the circuit 
courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction of 
the suits ior forfeitures imposed and causes of action 
created. by this act, and the circuit and district courts 
of the United States shall have jurisdiction of the 
misdemeanors created by. this act, 


Mr. FITCH. TI ask leave to have an amend- 
ment. read. 

Mr. CESSNA. I object. 

The question was on Mr. RANDALL’ S motion, 
to adjourn. ; 


nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 45, nays 121, not voting 
62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell, Barnum, 
Beck, Biggs, James Brooks, Burr, Conner, Crebs, 
Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, Fitch, Gibson, Griswold, 
Haight, Haldeman, Ilamill, Hawkins, Holman, 
Knott. Lewis, Mayham, McNeely, Milnes, Morgan, 
Mungen, Niblack, Potter, Randall, Rice, Rogers, 
Sherrod, Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, Stiles, Swann, 
Sweeney, ‘Trimble, Van Trump, Voorhees, Eugene 
M. Wilson, Winchester, and Wood—45. 

YAYS —Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arm- 


Mr, RANDALL called for the yeas and 


I 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Bailey, Barry, Bird, Boles, | 
Bowen, Boyd, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Callin, || 
Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, Clinton L. Cobb, Covode, 
Cox, Cullom, Davis, Degener, Dixon, Dockery, i 
Fisher, Fox, Getz, Hambleton, Hays, Heaton, Hoge, | 
Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. | 
Jones, Judd, Julian, Kerr, Knapp, Lawrence, Mar- 
shall, Maynard, McCormick, McKenzie, Samuel P. 
Morrill, Morrissey, Orth, Palmer, Phelps, Poland, 
Porter, Reeves, Ridgway, Roots, Sanford, Schenck, 
Shober, Stone, Strader, Van Auken, Van Horn, |! 
Ward, William B. Washburn, Wells, Wilkinson, || 
Witcher, and Woodward—62. | 


So the House refused to adjourn. li 
The question recurred on Mr. Bryenam's 
motion, that the rules be suspended and the | 
bill passed. | 
Mr. ELDRIDGE called for the yeas and | 
| 


nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were— | 
yeas 131, nays 44, not voting 53; as follows: jj 


| 

YEAS—Messrs, Allison, Ambler, Ames,Armsirong, | 
Arnell, Asper, Atwood, Ayer, Banks, Barry, Bea- | 
man, Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, Benton, Bingham, | 
Blair, Booker, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buck- |: 
ley, Buffinton, Burchard, Benjamin F. Butler, Cake, | 
Cessna, Churchill, William T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, |) 
Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Cowles, Dawes, | 
Dickey, Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Farns- | 
worth, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Garfield, | 
Gilfillan, Hale, Hamilton, Harris, Hawley, Hay, 
Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, | 
Julian, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Laflin, | 
Lash, Logan, Loughridge, ji 
Carthy, McCrary, McGrew, McKee, MeKenzie, |i 
Mercur, Milnes, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, |; 
William Moore, Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, | 
Negley, O'Neill, Packard, Packer, Peck, Perce, || 
Peters, Piatt, Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, 
Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smith, 
William J. Smith, Worthington ©. Smith, William 
Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, Stokes, 
Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, ‘l'affe, Lanner, Tay- 
lor, Tillman, Townsend, Twicheil, Tyner, Upson, 
Cadwalader C. Wastiburn, Welker, Wheeler, Whit- 
more, Willard, Williams, John T. Wilson, and 
Winans— i31. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Archer, Axtell, Barnum, 
Beck, Biggs, James Brooks, Burr, Conner, Crebs, 
Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, Gibson, Griswold, Haight, 
Haldeman, “Hamill, Hawkins, ifolman, Knott, 
Lewis, Mayham, McNecly, Morgan, Mungen, Nib- |} 
lack, Potter, Randall, Rice, Rogers, Schumakers7 
Sherrod, Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, Stiles, Swan |} 
Sweeney, Trimble, Van Trump, Voorhees, Eugene 
M. Wilson, Winchester, and Wood—d4. | 

NOT VOTING — Messrs, Bailey, Bird, Boles, ii 
Bowen, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, Cleve- | 
land, Clinton L. Cobb, Covode, Cox, Cullom, Davis, 
Degener, Dockery, Fisher, Fox, Getz, Hambleton) 


Lynch, Maynard, Me- 


Hays, Heaton, Hoge, Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander i 
H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Kerr, Knapp, | 
Lawrence, Marshall, McCormick, Samuel P. Mor- |i 
rill, Morrissey, Orth, Paine, Palmer, Phelpg#Porter, || 
Reeves, Ridgway, Shober, Stoney Strader, Van 
Auken, Van Horn, Van Wyck. Ward, William B. 
Washburn, Wells, Wilkinson, Witcher, and Wood- | 
ward—d3. | 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the || 


rules were suspended, and the bill was passed. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. VAN WYCK stated that he was paired 
with Mr. Van AUKEN, who would have voted | 
“no,” and he (Mr. Vax Wyer) “ay.” | 

Mr. HAIGHT announced that Mr. Bird was 
paired with Mr, MORRILL, of Maine ; if present 
Mr. Bird would have voted “no,”? 

Mr. NIBLACK stated that Mr. Kerr was 
absent from the House to-day; if here he 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

The result of the vote was announced as 
above recorded. 
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 


| rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 


and found truly enrolled bills of the following 


| titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 


An act (5. No. 788) for the relief of the 


li widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, 


and marines of the United States vessel of war 
Oneida, and for other purposes; and 
An act (S. No. 850) for the relief of Captain 
George Henry Preble, of the Navy of the 
United States. 
STATE DEPARTMENT, 
Mr. BANKS. I ask unanimous consent toa 


ii report back from the Committee on Foreign 


Affairs a joint resolution in relation to the 
State Department. 

The SPEAKER. The title of the jointreso- 
lution will be read. 

The title of the joint resolution was read, as 
foliows: 


A joint resolution (S. R. No. 120) to provide for 
the appointment of an examiner of claims for the 
Department of State, and for additional clerks in 
the Department. 


Mr. WELKER. I object to the counsidera- 
tion of this joint resolution at this time. 

Mr. BANKS. Itis absolutely necessary for 
the clerical service of the State Department. 
I propose to have the appropriation reduced 
from $13,000 to $7,500. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I object to debate. 

Mr. BANKS, Then I move to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of considering this joint 
resolution at this time. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE and Mr. SCOFIELD 
moved that the House adjourn. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. KERR was granted three days’ addi- 


i tional leave of absence. 


Mr. CULLOM was also granted three days’ 
additional leave.of absence. : 

Mr. CALKIN was granted leave of absence 
until Monday next. ` 

Mr. VAN HORN was granted additional 


i leave of absence for ten days. 


Mr. BENJAMIN was granted fifteen days’ 
leave of absence from to-morrow. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, was granted 
leave of absence for two days. 

Mr. SHOBER was granted leave of absence 
until Monday next. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. MERCUR was granted leave to have 
withdrawn from the files of the House the papers 
in the case of S. C. Nicholson. 

Mr. CHURCHILL was granted leave to have 


i withdrawn from the files of the House the 
| petition of Captain Phiilips for relief. 


The question recurred upon the motion to 
adjourn; and being taken, upon a division 
there were—ayes 88, noes 42. 

So the motion was agreed to; and (at five 
o'clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. ARCHER: The memorial of the 
Universal Decimal, Weight, Measure, and 
Coinage Association of the United States, 
embracing over 100 citizens of Maryland, to- 
gether with citizens of other States, praying 
Congress to pass a law establishing through- 
out this country the simple decimal system of 
weights and measures known as the metric sys- 
tem ; also praying such other legislation as will 
tend to secure the adoption of said system in 
foreign conniries. , 

By Mr. ATWOOD: The petition of N. H. 
Wood, asking for an increased and elastic. vol- 


; ume of currency to the extent of $300,000,000. 


By Mr. AYER: The petition of William L. 
Davis and others, citizens of Richmond counvy, 


1870. ° 


Virginia, to. authorize the sopoistmel of a 
land commission to procure ands for home- 
steads for freedmea. . BS 

By Mr. BENJAMIN; The petition of Rg- 
gers, Meyer & Co. and 73 other mercantile 
firms of San Francisco, California, against the 
far-seal monopoly in Alaska. voo 

By Mr. BOOKER : The petition of W. W. 
Yarbrough, of Prince Edward county, Vir- 
zinia, praying for cdmpensation for horses and 
other property taken by the Army during the 
rebellion. 

By Mr. 


BUCK: The petition for removal | 


of political disabilities of E. H. Goody, of | 


Monroe county, Alabama. 
By Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: A 
etition of State senators of Georgia, to have 
the State restored to the Union and to civil 
government. — 
Also, the petition of N. H. Wood, for increase 
of elastic currency to the extent of $300,000,000. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Salem, Massa- 
chusetts, for a light at Race Rock 


`: sents a letter from the Treasurer of the United 


Also, the petition of Joshua Carhart, of New , 


York, for payment of two $1,000 coupon bonds 
lost or stolen. ” 
Also, a petition of many citizens of New 


York city, for a law to prevent further absorb- `: 


tion of public lands by corporations and mo- 
nopolies. a : 
By Mr. FERRISS : A petition of citizens of 
the city of Albany, New York, praying. such 
legislation as will allow the masters of vessels 
entering and leaving the United States by way 
of Lake Champlain and the Richelieu river to 


enter and clear their vessels and pay duties at | Charlton and George W. Van Vleck, of Wood: 


the port of Rouse’s Point, — 
By Mr. FERRY: The memorial of B. B: 


Crawford, Samuel Gillmore, and 49 others, citi- | 
Montcalm county, Michigan, praying © of William H. Thomas, of Texas. praying the 
ii removal of their 
i mere unnie S t aech 
' iti isa bilities. 
Houghton and others; fot the improvement of | Sh, SHERMAN presented two 


zens of 
for the, reduction. ofthe tariff on tea, coffee, 
sugar, and molasses. > - n ' 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of: Partmon 


the channel of Long Island sound. ©  : 
By Mr. JONES, of Kentucky: The petition 


of William A. Mooney, of South Carolina, for || 


removal of political disabilities. 

By Mr. LASH: The petition of Henry Mar- 
shal, a citizen of Forsyth county, North Car- 
olina, for removal of disabilities. 

By Mr. MORPHIS: A petition of sundry 
citizens of Mississippi, dsking for improvement 
of navigation. of Tombigbee river, in Missis- 
sippi. boas T fae hg 

Also, propositions for a poèt tonte from 
Shannon Station to Falton; ales, front : Bald- 
wyn to Pleasanton; also, from Abbeville ‘to 
Pontotoc, Mississippi. ee ea 

By Mr. MUNGEN: The petition of Francis 
T. Willis, of Richmond, Virginia, relative to 
a grant of lands heretofore made‘ to the Ala- 
bama and Tennessee River railroad. i 

Also, the petition of N. H. Wood, of. Port- 
age city, Wisconsin, asking for the issue, of 
$300,000,000 additional currency, and for 
changes in the financial system. eae: 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of N. 
H. Wood, praying for an increase of the yol- 
ume of the currency. ` oe ees 

By Mr. O'NEILL: ‘The memorial óf Jona: 
than Brock, praying for relief to refund moneys 
expended in recruiting the nineteenth regitaent 
Pennsylvania volunteer cavalry. Also affida- 
vits in the matter of the petition of John Kelly 
for the reissue of certain five-twerty bonds. 

By Mr. RANDALL: A: petition from sól- 
diers enlisted in the ordnance corps of the Army 
who served. during the late rebellion, asking à 
bounty the same as-received: by other enlisted 
men in other arnis of the servite. 
„By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Jesse T. 
Thompson, George B. Metsler, and 50 others, 
disabled soldiers, inmates.of National Asylum 
at Dayton, Ohio, asking transportation, arms, 
blankets, and rations, to enable them to remove 
and settle in Oregon, under the auspices of the 
Oregon Colony, No, 1. es 
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| the service of the Post Office Department for 
i the fiscal years 1867 and 1868. As they are 
very bulky the Chair will not suggest their 
| ptinting, bat will have them refetred to the 
: Committee ‘on Printing, if no other motion be 


' William Gaunt, of 


IN: SENATE. 

- Tuespat; May 17, 1870. 
` Prayer by Rev. Dt. Hazon, of Baltimore. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
TOUSE BILLS REFERRED. _ 

The bill (H. B. No. 2044). declaring. the 
bridge between Philadelphia and Camden a 
post route was read twice by its title, and | 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. os 

RBXECUTIVA COMMUNICATION.’ . 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair pre- 


States, transmitting the accounts eurrent for | 


That disposition will be made. 
. — PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. REVELS Deponi eat petitions of | 
atchez, Mississippi, and of 
J. J. Durham, of Kosciusko, Mississippi, pray- 


made. 


ing the removal of their political disabilities; | 
' which were referred to the select Committee | 


on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
. Mr. PLANAGAN presented: a petition of | 
D. B. Martin and others, citizens of Shreve- 
port, Louisiana, praying that that city be madè 
a port of entry; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. re 

He also presented the petitions of N. B. 


ville, Tyler cotinty, Texas; of Nat M: Bur 


' ford and James G. Stevens, of Dallas, Texas; , 


i to lie on the table. 


' now residing at Compton, Los Angeles, a sol- 
` dier of the. war of 1812, prayin; 
: a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. .:, ren 


! of William Lewis, of Fayette county, Texas, and | 


i thereof. I move its reference ‘to 
| mittee on Naval Affairs. 


their political disa 


-B. Kincaid, of r 
‘of James Wi Councill, B. Cóuncill, Joseph B. 


-political disabilities; whieli were referred to 


poles disabilities ; which 
e select Committee on the 


Mr. SHERMAN presented two- memorials 


| Of citizens of Ohio, rémonsttating against the i 
extension of John Young's patent for washing ‘| ‘cient sum to pay the interest on our whole debt, 
' leaving to the tariff thé support of the netes- 


: sáry expenses Oftha Government. I move the 


ti 


and wringing machines; which weté ordere 
Mr. COLE ptesented the memorial of Lewis 
St. Oris, a citizen of the United States, and 


r. COLE, Talao present a petition of a 
jarge number of very influential citizens of 


vy have a 
proper positive rank, not below that of any 
other class of staff officers in the Navy, an 


| that they shall not be subordinate to any navy- 


yard official other than. the commandant | 
the Com- 


s en | 


The motion was agreed to.” ai 


J. B. M. Osborne, of Chatlotte,connty, Vit- 
ginia; of Alexander G. Thompson, of Washing- 
ton county, Virginia; of W. Colè Powell, of 


Dinwiddie county, Virginia, and of Thomas P. 
Umburger, of Yirginis; praying the remoyal of 
bilities; which wete referred 
to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities. _ ee PO ay Sea ae 
_ Mr. ABBOTT presented the petitions of J. 

Morgantdwh,-North Carolina ; 


Todá, Henry Taylor, Elijah Dougherty, and 
Jonathan Horton, of Watauga, North ma, | 
and of R. W. Logan, of Ruthetfgrd county, 
North Carolina, praying thé removal of their 


the select Committee on the Removal of Polit- | 
ical Disabilities: : PES ats 
‘He also. Preeeniec: iho petition of Jobn Ath- | 
derson; of Ratherford county, North-Carolina, 
in behalf- of: Christopher Happold, of Burke ` 
county, North Carolina, praying the removal i 
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of his political disabilities; which was referred 
to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities. 

Mr. ABBOTT. Lalso present the petition 
of Miss A. E. Henderson, of Lincoln county, 
North Carolina, praying for the removal of her 
political disabilities. She has been appointed 
postmaster, but having participated in the late 
rebellion cannot take the test-oath. I move 
its reference to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Pokitical Disabilities. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Iowa, praying for an amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States so as to rec- 
ognize the existence of Almighty God; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of John But- 
ler Thompson, praying for remuneration for 
money expended by him in the Indian service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 


| Affairs. 


. He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Towa, remonstrating against the extension of 


: the patent of John Young for clothes wringing 


i and washing machines; which was ordered to 


lie on the table. 
Mr. CAMERON. I present a number of 
petitions from laboring men, mechanics, and 


| manufacturers of Pennsylvania, who pray that 


all taxes on the labor or products of the coun- 
try be repealed. - I agree with these petition- 
ersthat the time has come when the taxes ren- 


| dered necessary by the war should cease to be 
' a burden upon the people who so freely gave 


their money and risked their lives to save the 
country when it was in peril. There is no 
reason now, when our bonds are at par, when 
our credit is higher than that of any other Gov- 
ernment in the world, and when we are paying 
our debt at the rate of nearly a hundred mil- 
lions a year, that the products and the labor of 


the people should be taxed. In my opinion 
| we can now raise from luxuries, suchas spirits, 
: tobacco, stamps, and a few other trifling arti- 


| 
i 
} 
i 


Ae ee 7 ' + {i pegding, and - 
~ ‘Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of | pr 


P. |) Webb, widow of Dani 


: clesy not exceeding six or eight in all, a sufli- 


referonee of the 
Finance. ~ 


petitions to tha Committee on 


sa be ello a: - The motion was agreed to. 
o ba allowed |, 


Mr. BROWNLOW presented the petition of 


| Ethan A. Sawyers, of ‘Tennessee, praying com- 


pensation for services rendered to the United 


i| States. Army‘during the late rebellion; which 


| San Francisco, asking that the naval cote |! was teferted to the Committee on Claims. 


! structots’ departiment in- the 


 nePorts or COMMITTEES. 
Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Leann Cox, praying to be allowed a pension, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (8. 


! No. 923). granting a pension to Leann Cox. 


„The bill was read and passed to a second 
the report was ordered to be 


printed,:» i rr : 
Mr. TIPTON also, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No.. 1407) granting a pension to Mrs. Eliza 

el S. Webb, late a pri- 


_ vate in company G, eighth regiment Tennessee 


|! cavalry, r 
i. Mr. SUMNER. 
| Relations, to whom was referred a regolution 
, of. the. Senate instructing them to inquire 


|| under consideration, : 
i, Henry Mahler, i hi 


i| wander to him for services, 


-over the. 


orted it Without amendment. _ 
The Committee on Foreign 


whether Henry Mahler, a citizen of Prussia, 
has any claims against the proprietors or man- 
agers of the French cable, so called, which 
should be regarded or protected by the Con- 
gress of the. United States, have had the same 
and- also a petition of 
ch,he sets forth certain 
obligations which he says the French eable is 
and. asks the Con- 
Ynited States to exercise its power 
tench cable. to. secure his rights. 
The gommittee have directed me to report the 
resolution and accompanying petition back to 


10 W 


gress of th 


the Senate, with the recommendation that they 
be indefinitely postponed. The committee do 
not find that Congress can interfere in the 


matter. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 
dissent, they will be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. SUMMER. The same committee, to 
whom was ref@rred the petition of Mahlon Loo- 
mis, praying for an appropriation of $50,000 
to enable him to demonstrate his discovery in 
the way of telegraphs, by which he is to super- | 
sede all mechanical appliances in working tel- | 
egraphs, have had the same under consider- - 


ation, and have directed me to report it back | 


with the recommendation that it be indefinitely : 
postponed. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, from the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, to whom was referred 
the petition of Antoinette Darling, praying 
compensation for damages sustained in conse- 

quence of Indian depredations in Minnesota, | 
asked to be discharged from its further consid- : 


j! 
i 


eration, and that it be referred to the Commit- |: 


tee on Claims; which was agreed to. | 
He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of A. M. Gangewer, 
chief clerk Third Auditor's office, praying to ‘ 
be allowed the difference of pay between that 
of chief clerk and Third Auditor from Decem- 
ber 9, 1869, to April 20, 1870, being the time he 
performed the duties of Third Auditor, asked 
to be discharged from its farther considera- . 


tion, and that it be referred to the Committee i printed. 
© Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 


on Finance; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRAGUE, from the Committee on 
Appropriations, to whom was referred a me- 
morial of officers of the National Association 
for the Relief of Destitute Colored Women and 


$10,000 for the benefit of that institution, 
asked to bedischarged from its further con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia ; which was | 
agreed to. f . 
Mr. HOWARD. The Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 647) to aid in the construction of 


a railroad and telegraph line from Marshall, || its title, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


| ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


Texas, to San Diego, California; with branches | 
and connections, have had the same under 
consideration, and have directed me to report | 
it back to the Senate with an amendment, in 
the nature of a substitute for the entire bill, 
which I now send to the Chair. I willremark 
that this bill authorizes the construction of a 
railroad from Marshall, in Texas, to Trinity 
river; thence to El Paso, on the Rio Grande; 
thence through the Territories of the United 
States across the Colorado-river to San Diego, 
on the Pacific. In the Territories it grants to 
the company twenty alternate sections of land 
on each side of the line, and ten such alter- 
nate sections in any State through which the 
road may pass. Of course in the State of 
Texas, which comprises a very large portion 
of the line, inasmuch as the United States own 
no public lands within the limits of that State, 
the bill grants no lands to the company there. 
The bill also authorizes a conection with this 
line of a railroad from New Orleans, and 
another froma point in Arkansas. 

Mr. POMEROY. Little Rock? 

Mr. HOWARD. No; Fulton, and also 
from Vicksburg. I will say farther that this 
amendment has received the sanction and 
unanimous vote of the Committee on the Pa- 
cific Railroad. I ask that it may be placed 
on the Calendar and printed. - ' 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thé bill will be 
placed on the Calendar and printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 113) to encourage, facilitate, 
and establish international communication, 
asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations; which was 
agreed to. 


i nature of an objection. 


} 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SCHURZ. I ask the unanimons con- 
sent of the Senate to proceed to the consid- 
eration of Senate bill No. 241. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
business is not concluded, but the Senator 
from Missouri asks the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill indicated by him. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will not object to the 
Senator's bill; but I desire to offer a resolu- 
tion at the proper time. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
lution also. 


Mr. HAMLIN. No, I do not object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The title of the 
bill proposed to be taken up will be read. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (S. No. 241) to 


i; relinquish the interest of the United States in 


| 

| 

certain lands tothe city and county of San | 

Francisco. | 
Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to offer a resolu- 

tion before that bill is taken up. l 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is in the | 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. TIPTON asked, and by unanimous con- | 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 
922) granting a pension to Jacob B. Cuyle; 


i which was read twice by its title, referred to | 


| mittee on Public 


| of bills and matters relating to the District of Co- 


Kansas shall be reported. 


tion, as follows: 


‘ evening sessions upon alternate evenings of each 


shall be without debate. . ; 


-cannot be considered on this day if it is ob- 


the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


; No. 924) making a grant of lands to the North 
ʻ! Louisiana and Texas Railroad Company to aid 


Children, praying for an appropriation of ' in the construction of a railroad from Vicks- 
; i 


burg, Mississippi, to the Texas State line ; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
Lands, and ordered to be ; 
printed. 
Mr. DAVIS asked, and by unanimous con- 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 


925)'to authorize courts to obtain evidence from 
the Departments and officers of the United | 
States Government; which was. read twice by ` 


DISTRICT BUSINESS. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I offer the following reso- 
lution: 
Resolved, That the last Friday and Saturday of this 
month be assigned exclusively to the consideration 


lumbia. 


Mr. POMEROY. I did. not know that the 
Senator intended to offer that resolution. 


have itread. Perhaps the Senator will prefer 
my resolution to his. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine has offered a resolution and asks for its 
resent consideration. The Chair will with- | 
fold it until the resolution of the Senator from 


` The Secretary read Mr. Pomrroy’s resolu- 


- Resolved, That from and after the 20th day of this 
month, and until the close of the present session, there 
shall be, unless the Senate otherwise direct, three 


week, at which sessions the Calendar of general 
orders shall be proceeded with in the order of their 
places upon the Calendar, and on Friday of each 
week the Calendar shall be proceeded with by con- | 
sidering only bills and joint resolutions to which no 
objection is made, and such objection, if made, shall 
have the effect to pass the bill or resolution over, and 


Mr. POMEROY. My object——- =- 


Q 


The VICE PRESIDENT. . This resolution 


jected to. 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. 
the resolution had hetter be postponed until 
we determine the question of adjournment. ` 
+ Mr. POMEROY. I put it at the 20th of 
this month, because the 20th is the day on: 


I want to introduce a reso- || 
l; resolution go on the Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is in the ; 

| nature of an objection at present. 7 


:, ing that bill. 


‘I 


{, the purpose of considering the bill of the H 


I think |, i 
|, eration of the bill (S. No. 241) to relinquish 


which we are to vote on the resolution fixing 
the day of adjournment. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I presume 
that we shall vote upon that question on Fri- 
day next. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do not know that I shall 
have any objection to that resolution when it 
comes up; but I shall ask the Senate to give 
me two days for the consideration of important, 
bills that are upon our Calendar relating to 
this District. That is a very limited period 
of time, and I cannot doubt that the Senate 
will give me that very brief period. Let the 
Ido not ask 
for its consideration now. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. These two reso- 


| lutions will be placed on the Calendar of reso- 
‘| lutions, and will come up to-morrow after the 


| morning business. 
EVENING SESSION TO-MORROW. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I rise for the purpose of 
offering a resolution; but I should like to 
make a brief statement before doing so. The 
Committee on Territories have reported a bill 
' to the Senate to provide for the execution of 


:| the laws in the Territory of Utah. The House 
-, has passed a bill on that subject, and the Sen- 
| ate committee has reporte 


it with amend- 
ments; but it is so far down on the Calendar 
that I have no hope of reaching it at present ; 
‘and not being willing to interrupt the prior 
‘orders of business, I wish to ask the Senate 
. to give me some op; ortunity to submit some 
‘remarks on that subject; and as I may be 
‘absent before the bill is reached, I have pre- 
' pared a resolution asking that to-morrow after- 
noon at five o’clock the Senate take a recess 
until eight o’clock for the purpose of consider- 
I will state that my object is in 
‘ order to submit some remarks on that subject, 
. which will occupy perhaps two hours, and 
then I shall not object to the regular order 
coming up again. It is not to take any vote. 
. The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New Hampshire offers a resolution, and 
| asks for its present consideration. The Secre- 
tary will read the resolution. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


Resolved, That on Wednesday next the Senate take 
, a recess from five o’clock to eight o’clock p. m, for 
ouse No. 
1089, in aid of the execution of the laws in the Ter- 
ritory of Utah, and for other purposes. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I. have no objection to 
the resolution, provided it is understood now 
that no other business is to be taken up at that 
time, and that the bill is to be no further con- 
| sidered than is necessary to enable the Senator 


A l! to make his speech. With that understanding 
have prepared one which embraces that busi- |; 
ness and something more, and I should like to |. 


I have no objection. 

Mr, CRAGIN. That is the understanding. 
. Mr. COLE. I understand that the Senator 
: from New Hampshire consents to amend his 
resolution so as to make the evening sessionat 
half past seven o’clock. That will give us an 
; additional half hour. 
| Mr. CRAGIN. I have no objection to that 
| if that is the pleasure of the Senate. 
| The VICEPRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Oregon suggests that no other business be 
. transacted, and that no vote be taken on the 
bill. Is there objection to the proposition? 
The Chair hears none, and an evening session 
| for to-morrow evening, for the purpose stated, 
; is therefore ordered... . ; 
| -POINT.SAN JOSE RESERVATION. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I now ask that Senate bill 
No. 241 be taken up. :. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
; business having concluded, the Senator from 
i Missouri now asks unanimous consent that the 
' Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill 
. indicated by him. : 

There being-no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 


: the interest of the United States in certain 
: lands to the city and county of San Francisco. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending 


1 


1870. 


question is on the ET ‘the Senator 
from California [Mr. CASsERLY] to the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on Military 
Affairs. The Secretary will first report the 
amendment proposed by the committee. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to strike out all after the enacting clause 
and in lieu thereof to insert the following: 

That all the right and title of the United States to 


the military reservation in the city and county of 


San Francisco, in the State of California, known as 
the Point San José military reservation, be, and the 


same are hereby, relinquished and granted to the 


said city and county, and its successors, for the ben- | 


efit of the persons who, if the said land had not been 
reserved for public use, woald have been ontitled 
thereto, under the ordinances of the city of San 
Francisco, ratified by an act of the Legislature of 
the said State, approved on the llth day of March, 


1858, entitled ‘An act concerning the city of San |, 
Francisco, and to ratify and confirm certain ordi- |. 
nances of the common council of said city,” there | 
being excepted from this relinquishment and grant | 


all that certain piece or parcel of land, portion of 
said reservation, and which is bounded and described 


as follows, namely: commencing at a point in the | 


mean low-water shore-line of the bay or entrance to 
the bay of San Francisco, east of the promontory of 
Point San José, where the same is intersected by the 
westerly line of Van Ness avenue; running thence 
southerly along the said westerly line of Van Ness 


' ing been taken upon it. 
' California proposes to modify the amendment 
` to the amendment by striking out—— l 

Mr. CASSERLY. Commencing in line one | 
‘and ending in line twenty-one; and I do so! 
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read the whole of the amendment to the amend- 
ment, ; . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That appears to 
be the first of the amendments to the amend- 
ment. The next amendment is to add an addi- 
tional section. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I suppose the question 
is first on the first amendment ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Ishallask leave to strike 
out the whole of the first subdivision of that 
amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator has 
a right to modify his amendment, no vote hav- 
The Senator from 


for this reason: that on some consultation I ` 
find there will be great difficulty in enforcing ' 


that part of the amendment without incon- 


i| venience or detriment to private interests. 
i: There are portions of this property upon which 


if 


avenue to its intersection with tho northern line of | 
Bay street; thence westerly along the north side of | 


Bay street to its intersection wit 


eastern line of Laguna street to the westerly shore; 
thence in a northeasterly, easterly, southeasterly, 


and southerly direction, following the said shore- | 


line, to the point or place of beginning. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That all laws and 
parts of laws-in conflict with tha provisions of this 
act be, and the same are hereby, declared inapplicable 
to the lands hereinabove relinquished and granted. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamendment 
moved by the Senator from California to the 
amendment of the committee will now be read. 

Mr. SCHURZ. If the Senator from Cali- 
fornia will allow me a moment, I observe that 
in. the ninth line of the amendment of the com- 
mittee the word ‘‘reserved”’ is printed ‘‘ pre- 


served.” » 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That verbal cor- 
rection has been made. The Secretary will 
now report the proposed amendment to. the 
amendment. 


The Secretary read the amendment to the | 


amendment, which was in line seven of the 
amendment, after the word ‘‘successors,’’ to 
strike out the following words: 


For the benefit of the persons who, if the said land 
had not been reserved for pute, use, would have 
been entitled thereto under the ordinances of the city 
of San Francisco, ratified by an act of tho Legisla- 
ture of the said State, approved on the llth day of 
March, 1858, entitled ‘‘An-act concerning the city 
of San Francisco, and to ratify and confirm certain 
ordinances of the common council of said city. 


And to insert in lieu thereof the following: 


For the uses and purposes as follows: first, to 
reserve and set apart, if the said city shallso provide 
by ordinance, passed within six months after the date 
of the passage of this act, as many lots of land, not 
more than one hundred and thirty-seven and one 
half feet square each, nor exceeding in the aggregate 
a quantity of land equivalent to the area of four such 
lots, as may be necessary tor sites for school-houses, 
police stations, fire-engine houses, or any other pub- 
licestablishments necessary and proper for municipal 


purposes; or the same, or any.part thereof, may be ji 


-appropriated for a public square; but the city shall 
not take, for the sites of said publio square or estab- 
lishments, more than one fifth partgpf the land pos- 
sessed as hereinafter provided by“any one person. 
Such lots of land so reserved and set apart may be in 
addition to thosealready reserved and set apart with- 


in said military reservation by said city, under the | 


ordinance known as the Van Ness ordinance, and 
certain other ordinance confirmatory thereof, and the 
act of the Legislature of the State of California passed 
March 11, 1858, confirming said ordinances, which 
lots so reserved and set apart are hereby granted and 
confirmed to said city. Second, to maintain ali 
streets and alleys as now laid out upon the official 
map of the city of San Francisco. Third, and then 
in trust to grant and convey. the remainder of said 
lands to the parties severally who are at the date of 
the passage of this act in the actual dona fide posses- 
sion thereof by themselves or their tenants, and in 
Such parcels as the same are so held and possessed 
y them; or who, if they have not such possession, 
were deprived thereof by the United States military 
authorities when they went into.the occupancy of 
said military reservation; or were deprived thereof 
y intruders or trespassers against whom possession 
may be recovered by legal process. Fourth, to have 
and to hold all the aidaa, if any, of said lands, for 
the use and benefit of said oity. : 


Mr. CASSERLY. The Secretary has 


not 


the eastern line |: 
of Laguna street; thence northerly along the said |: 


are extensive and costly buildings for manu- 


facturing purposes, a woolen-mill, a lead fac- |: 


tory, and some -other factories. J am unwill- 
ing to subject them to the risk of having one 
fifth of their property taken by the city author- 
ities. It is scarcely conceivable that the city 
authorities would so abuse their power; but 
as some uneasiness has been expressed by 
thoseinterested in the subject, I ‘prefer to strike 
out that part of my amendment. I do it on 
the further ground that I understand that under 
a former proceeding in that city for the pur- 


| pose of settling titles in this as well as other 


parts of the city, certain reservations were 


' made of the land affected by this bill that | 


probably would be sufficient for public pur- 
poses, at least for the present. If there be no 


objection, I ask leave to strike out.that portion | 


` of the amendment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator | 
from California proposes to modify the amend- , 


ment to the amendment by striking out the por- HD ethecty ulone the sald westerly lias of Van 


tion referred to. 


Mr. CASSERLY. The object ofthe amend: | 


ment, I desire to say to the Senate—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ido not understand how 
much of the amendment the Senator proposes 
to strike out. What lines? 

Mr. CASSERLY. From line one, on the 
first page, to line twenty-one, on the second 


page.. : 
aan COLE.: There can be no objection to 
that. - 

Mr. CASSERLY. The object of the amend- 


; ment was to conform this act to the act of 


March, 1866, passed by Congress. ~By that 
act the titles of the city of San Francisco rest 
for the first time on a firm foundation, because 
they rest upon agrant by the owner of the fee; 


| that is to say, the United States. The language 
| of that act is in recognition of the rights of 


bona fide actual possessors; and that is the 
language of this act. Both acts recognize the 
same equities, The amendment perhaps ac- 
complishes, more certainly also than the bill 
reported from the committee, the object in 
view; because it provides, for instance, for 


maintaining the streets laid out and recogniz- | 


ing them as streets of the city, and in some 
other respects which I need not trouble the 
Senate now by repeatin f 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is | 


on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from California to the amendment of the com- 
mittee. : 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. i ats 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The numbering 
of the subdivisions in the amendment to the 
amendment must now be changed. ‘‘ Second,” 
“third,” and ‘‘fourth,”? should be ‘‘first,’’ 
“second,” and ‘‘third.”’ 

Mr. CASSERLY. Yes, sir; the subdivis- 
ions must be renumbered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be 


done. The Secretary will now report the next 
amendment of the Senator from California to 
the amendment. 

The Secretary read the amendment to the 
amendment, which was to insert as an addi- 
tional section the following: 


Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That nothing in 
this act contained shall interfere with or prejudice 
any valid adverse right or claim, if such exist, to 
said land or any part thereof, whethor derived from 
Spain, Mexico, or the United States, or preclude 
any oramination and adjustment thereof by the 
courts. 


Mr. CASSERLY. That is the usual section 
in these bills. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. . 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
now is on agreeing to the substitute of the 
committee as amended. 

Mr. HARLAN. I should like to hear it 
read, as amended. 

The Secretary read the amendment, as 
amended, as follows: 


That all the right and title of the United States 
to the military reservation in the city and county 
of San Francisco, in the State of California, known 
as the Point San José military reservation, be, and 
the same are hereby, relinquished and granted to 
the said city and county, and its successors, for the 
uses and purposes as follows: First, to maintain all 
streets and alleys as now laid out upon the official 
map of the city of San Francisco. Second, and then 
in trust to grant, and convey the remainder of said 
lands to the parties severally who are at the date of 
the passage of this act in the actual bona fide posses- 
sion thereof by themselves or their tenants, and in 
such parcels as the same are so held and possessed 
by them; or who, if they have not such possession, 
were deprived thereof by the United States Military 
authorities when they went into the occupancy o 
said military reservation; or were deprived thereof 
by intruders or trespassers, against whom possession 
may be recovered by legal process. Third, to have 
and to hold all the residue, if any, of said lands, for 
the use and benefit of said city, there being ex- 
cepted from this relinquishment and grant all that 
certain piece or parcel of land, portion of said reser- 
vation, and which is bounded and described as fol- 


| lows, namely: commencing at a point in the mean 


low-water shore-line of the bay or entrance to the 
bay of San_ Francisco, east of the promontory of 
Point San José, where the same is intersected by the 
westerly line of Van Ness avenue; runnin thense 

ess 
avenue to its intersection with the northern line of 
Bay street; thence westerly along the north side of 
Bay street to its intersection with the eastern line 
of Laguna street; thence northerly along the said 
eastern line of Laguna street to the westerly shore; 
thence in a northeasterly, easterly, southeasterly, 
and southerly direction, following the said shore- 
line to the point or place of beginning. È f 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That nothing in 
this act contained shall interfere with or prejudico 
any valid adverse right or claim, if such exist, to 
said land or any part thereof, whether derived from 
Spain, Mexico, or the United States, or preclude an 
examination and adjustment thereof by the courts, 

SEC. 3. And be tt further enacted, That all laws and 
parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this 
act be, and the same are hereby, declared inappli- 
cable to the lands hereinbefore relinquished and 
granted. 


Mr.HOWARD. Mr. President, let me call 
the attention of the Senator from California to 
the peculiar reading of the first section of this 
bill. As I understood the bill when read by 
the Clerk, the grant of land is made to the 
city 'and county of San Francisco. To which 
of these two corporations does the Senator 
from California intend that the grant should 
be made, to the city or to the county, or are 
both city and county to hold it in tenancy in 
common? _. 

Mr.COLE, Itis one organization, one cort- 
poration. That is the name of it. -‘‘The city 
and county of San Francisco”: is the name of 
the corporation. Let P 

Mr. CASSERLY. Just. like the city and 
county of New York, I, will suggest to the 
Senator from Michigan; that is the name of 
the corporation. Lin f 

.Mr. HOWARD. There.seemed somethin 
peculiar about the phraseology; and I wishe 


| to have an explanation of it, because there 


might arise a conflict between the grantees, if- 
they were grantees. 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
same corporation. ` ay Se ME 
. Mr. COLE. It is ss: abe that the second 
section ig of no use. That'is very obvious 


‘They “are one and. the 
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to me, and I move to strike it out. It pro- 
vides: 

That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with the 
provisions of this act. be, and tho samo are heroby, 
declaredinapplicable to the lands hereinabove relin- 
quished and granted. ; 

Mr. SCHURZ. I think it had better stand. 

Mr. COLE. Very well. Ihave no objec- 
tion to letting it atand. 

Mr. WILLIAMS.. I would like to inquire 


there is for this second section of hi 
ment? | oo 
Mr. CASSERLY. Itis usual. ` a 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not agree that it is 
the nsual amendment. I think it throws doubt 
on the title to the property, and implies that 
tliere may be litigation about the title to this 


of the Senator from California what necebsity . 
s amend: 


claims that have originated in California under 
the Spanish and Mexican Governments are 
terminated by a statute of limitations, and can- 
not and ought not to be revived in any shape 


or form unless by some special enactment of | 


Congress; and whether this intends to confer 
on persons who may have claims the right to 
litigate og not, isa question. Itseems to pro- 
vide— 

That nothing in this act contained shall interfere 


with or prejudice any valid adverse right or claim, 
if such exist, to said land,or any part thereof, whether 


derived from Spain, Mexico, or the United States, or . 


preclude an examination and adjustment thereof by 
the courts. ` 


Mr. STEWART. I think when we passed 
the act confirming the title to San Francisco we 
Confined that-exception to those cases which 
were then pending. There are two acts, the 
act of 1864 and the act of 1866, he act of 
1864 isin the language of this; bitsubseqnently, 


the act conformed to the words of that decree. 
Taking the whole act together, it would not 
reopen cases which had not been commenced 
| before the decree was entered. 
| Mr. CASSERLY. I shall not argue with 
i the Senator from Nevada as to his inferences 
‘ from an act, because I should not agree with 


‘him as to his inferences; but I will send up 


| 
| 


jj 
i 


ask that it be read. 
Mr. STEWART. The proviso is in exactly 
the same language—— 
Mr. CASSERLY. I do not Wish ta be ihter- 
rupted. I should like to get through if the 
Senator pleases. I send to the desk the statute 


| at the end of it be read. 


: \ ‘| The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
property, without any necessity whatever. The | 


“ Propided,; however, That the telinquishment and 


| grant by thisact shall not interfere with or prejudice 


! any valid adverse right or claim, if such exist, to 


i; judicial examination and adjustment thereof.” 


. . Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That nothing in 


|. this act contained shall interfero with or prejudice 


i that I am literally correct in what I stated as i will come up as unfinished business. The Sen- 


` the legal effect of that law.. The Senator has . 


when we confirmed the title of the city in 1866, | 


we only allowed those suits to continue that 
were then pénding inthe courts. I think this 
is wider than the last act. 


Mr. CASSERLY. Idonetthink the United |. 


States Government has ever passed a bill of this 
kind, vesting title to its lands in private individ- 
uals, where that title had not been acquired dis- 
tinctly under its own laws, without a proviso of 
this kind. The Senator from Nevada is mis- 


taken in his supposition that the proviso to the | 


act of 1866 was different from this second sec- 
tion. 
proviso of the act of 1866, and my- impression 
is that it is word for word the proviso in the act 
of 1864, also passed by Congress. . 

To the Senator from -Oregon I desire to say 


barred by the statute of limitations. 


that any such exist; but I do notthink it would 
be a proper thing for the Congressof the United 
States, in granting lands out and out.by statute 
to private individuals, to bar the rights of other 


persons who may have acquired a valid adverse | 


claim. That isall this section does, and I think 
it would not be proper to do any less. . I cannot 
see how that casts any cloud. on the title which 
we grant, because the Senator.from Oregon will 
not contend that Congress means by this bill or 


better outstanding adverse title, thug destroy- 
ing vested rights. ' 

The only object of this section isone I think 
that will commend itself to the judgment of 
every lawyer especially, and of every reflecting 
man in the Senate, and I think must commend 
itself to the judgment of my friend from Ore- 
gon on both thèse grounds, asa very appropri- 


ate proviso in any such bill as this. 

Mr. STEWART. I will state to the Sen- 
ator from California that I am not mistaken in 
my impression of the act. It is true he has 
adopted the words of the proviso to the act of 
1866, but that act was one confirming a decree 
which had reservations in it. .The original 
decree reserved all suits then pending. The 
time for instituting new suits having passed, 
they reserved the suits then pending, 80 that 


This second section is word for word the `i 


> : : i} + 
any other to granta title to parties as against a 


' any valid adverse right or claim, if such exist, tosaid i 


land or any part thereof, whether derived from 
Spain, Mexico, or the United States, or preclude an 


Mr. STEWART. I undertake to say still 


got the exact words of the proviso, but not the 
meaning of the act taken altogether. Thatact 
provided— 

“ That all the right and title of the United States 
to the land situated within the corporate limits of the 
city of San Francisco, in the State of California, con- 
firmed to the city of San Francisco by the decree of 
the circuit court of the United States, for the north- 
ern district of California, entered on the 18th day of 
May, 1865, bd, and tho same are hereby, relinquished 
and granted,” <c. 


firmed. by the act with that proviso. That 
decree only reserved suits that were then pend- 
ing. Others were barred by the statute of lim- 
itations. Consequently this may have a differ- 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 
meant; I shall not argue the question. 
' meant to say that the statute of limitations as 
; applicable to California has put an end to the 


‘ that have not been asserted in the courts, so 


for the State of California, and I shall oppose 
any act that looks like reviving or recognizing 
| any such claims by general legislation. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the substitute as amended. 
The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as 
amended. i 


Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. CASSERLY. 
| first subdivision of my amendment renders it 


the city of San Francisco of such lots and parts 
of lots as were reserved under the Van Ness 
ordinance of 1858 for public purposes. ‘There- 


' fore, with the consent of the Senator from 
i! Missouri, I ask leave to have this added at the | 
| end of the second section as amended by my 


colleague. 

The lots of land heretofore reserved and set apart 
for public parposes in the said military reservation 
by said city under the ordinance known as the Van 
Ness ordinance, and certain other ardinances con- 
firmatory thereof, are hereby granted and confirmed 
to said city. - 

Mr. COLE. I suggest to my colleague that 
I did not offer any amendment to the second 
section. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I understood my col- 


li leagae offered one which was adopted. 


| said land or any part thereof, whether derived from | 
|i Spain, Mexico, or the United States, or preclude a 


| Mr. CASSERLY. Now I ask the Secretary | 
| to read the second section of my amendment. | 
'| The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


the proviso of that act to the Clerk's desk, and » 


| of 1866, and ask that the proviso to that act | 


ent constraction, not being in connection with | 
the decree; it may open cases that the statute | 
| of limitations has barred. 
I wish to state what I 
Ti 


regon || existence of all Spanish and Mexi lai | 
that there may be outstanding rights, as of mar- | aiao ee ee 


ried women and minor children, which are not ;; 
I do not ' 
know that any such rights exist, nor do I believe | 


The striking out of the ` 


necessary to provide for the confirmation to : 


< to strike out ‘‘authorized’’ and insert 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is , 
on-concurring in the. amendment made as in — 


} 
| 
i 


í 
| 
| 


The VICE PRESIDENT. An amendment 
was suggested by the Senator from California, 
Mr. CoLe,] but not proposed. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Then I do not offer any 
amendment. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on concurring in the amendment made as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


Mr. CORBETT. Is there anything in the 


' pill that confirms to the city of San Francisco 
! any portion of the military reservation except 


what is specifically relinquished by the bill? 
Mr. CASSERLY. No. 
Mr. CORBETT. I thought the last amend- 
ment of the Senator from California [Mr. 


‘CASSERLY] might be so construed if it was 
| adopted. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I did not press that. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
CENTRAL BRANCII PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. HOWARD. I ask the Senate now to 
take up the bill (S. No. 469) relating to the Cen- 
tral Branch Union Pacific railroad. 
Mr. STEWART. I will state that I cannot 
yield longer than till one o'clock. At one 


|| o'clock I will insist on the regular order. 
examination and adjustment thereof by the courts. `: 8 


The VICE PRESIDENT. At one o’clock 
the bill in regard to the fifteenth amendment 


ator from Michigan now asks unanimous con- 


' sent that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of the bill (S. No. 469) relating to the 
Central Branch Union Pacific Railroad Com- 


that now that amounts to a statute of repose - 


any. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is obvious that that 
bill will lead to along discussion, and I should 
like to have the Senate take up a little bill 
about pensions that was deported by the Pen- 


| sion Committee the other day and was passed 
What was confirmed by thet deeree was con- | 


over in my absence, when we were going through 
the Calendar of business not. objected to. 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope the Senate will 
allow the bill to which I have called attention 


| to be taken up. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unan- 
imous consent, and there appears to be objec- 
tion. 

Mr. THAYER. There is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Nebraska objects. 


Mr. HOWARD. I give notice that I shall 


' move for the consideration of the bill the mo- 


ment the regular order of the day is disposed of. 
PENSION LAWS. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iask unanimous consent, 
as that seems to be the fashion, though I do 
not like that way of doing business, to take up 
a bill reported by the Committce on Pensions 


_ construing certain acts of Congressin relation 


to pensions. The substance of it is to restore 
to certain pensioners the benefits. ef special 
grants that have been préviously made to 
them. , 

The VICE. PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont asks unanimous consent to pro- 


ceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 


i bill with amendments. 
. proposed by the committee 


No. 1467) to construe certain acts therein 
cited in relation to pensions. Is there objec- 
tion? The Chair hears no objection, and the 
bill is before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

The Committee on Pensions reported the 
The first amendment 
was in line eight, 
after the word ‘‘as,”’ to strike out the words 
“t either increasing or reducing’ and to insert 
t to indrease;’’ after ‘ amount,” in line egn 

zdi 
rected ;’? after the word “‘ pension,” in line ten, 
to insert “ nor shall said acts be construed 50 


“as to reduce the same ;” and to add at the end 
© of the section the words *‘ in excess of the rate 


| fixed by general law for the rank in respect to 
_ which such special pensions may have bee 


nor ` 
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may hereafter be granted ;”’ so that if amended 
the bill will read : 


That neither the act of July 25, 1866, entitled “ An 
act increasing the pensions of widows and orphans, 
snd for other purposes,” nor the act of July 27, 1868, 
entitled “An act relating to pensions,” shall be so 
construed as to increase the amount directed to bo 
paid in any special act of Congress granting a pen- ; 
sion; nor shall said acts be construed so as to reduco 
thesame whenever such act fix definitely tho amount 
of pension to which the person therein named shall 


be entitled, in excess of the rate fixed by gencrallaw . 


the rank in respect to which such special pensions 
Hee have been or may hereafter bo granted. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


: of honor, trust, or profi 
i: any State. 


Mr. THAYER, There is nouse of consid- | 


ering these amendments further. _ It is now 
one o'clock. on = 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will grant - 
me consent to explain the effect of the amend- 


amendment. 
provide against enabling 
extend favor by putting 
roll because their evidence is insufficient to 
get a pension at all under the regulations of 
the Pension Office, being kept at the particular ` 


rate that may be named in the bill when every _ 


other pensioner, who stands on the same foot- 


ing exactly, except that he had a clear case |: 


and good proof, may be graded down as the 
disability grows less. So I am sure that no 
gentleman will abject to this protection which 


is— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has expired, and the bill to enforce the ` 
fifteenth amendment is before the Senate. 

Mr. THAYER. Let the pension bill be 
passed over. i 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill goes . 


over. 


į 


PRINTING OF A RESOLUTION, 


Mr. POMEROY. introduced this morning | 
a resolution in regard to the order of business |; 


hereafter, which I should like to have printed. 
I make that motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. CLINTON LLOYD, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had passed a bill 
(H. R. No. 1890) to remove legal and political 
disabilities from Isaac H. Christian, in which | 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. ! 

The message also announced that the House 
had agreed to the report of the committee of - 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two. 
Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 1084) to ineor- 
porate the Washington Market Company. - — 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enralled 
bills; and they were thereupon signed by the. 
Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 788) for the relief of the wid- 
ows and orphans of the officers, seamen, and 
marines of the United States vessel of war. 
Oneida, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (S. No. 850) for the relief of Captain 
George Henry Preble, of the Navy of the Uni», 
ted States. = ‘ i 

ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. — 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (S. No. 
810) to enforce the fifteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States is now before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. The 
pending question is on the amendment of the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Ferry] to the 
amendment of the Senator from Nevada, [Mr. 
Srewarr. ] 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, I wish now to 
modify my amendment, with the consent of 
the Senate, so as to make it provide simply 
for striking out the last clause of the second 
section of Senate bill No. 114, instead of strik- 
ing out the whole section. I have not the bill 


The amendment is simply to | 
people to whom we | 
them on the pension- ` 


|| will suit the Democracy of the 


_ nob tha 


before me, but I think the last clause renders 
forever ineligible to office such as shall fall 


within the penalties of this section. Am I 
right? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
is correct. There having been no vote on the 
amendment to the amendment, the Senator 
from Connecticut modifies it by proposing to 
strike out, at the close of the second section of 
the amendment of the Senator from Nevada, 


-i the following words: 


And shall forever be fisinelifedts hold any office 


under the United States or 


Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, the amend- 


mentas now modified, it will be observed, only | 
: provides against the ereation of any 
` ical disabilities than now exist. 


The Benator 


more polit- | 
t leaves the 


provision of the second section, which makes : 


son a misdemeanor, and subjects him to the 


penalty of fine and imprisonment, but it takes 


after conviction forever ineligible to office. 


disabilities than exist there already. And I 
desire in this connection, Mr. President, briefly 


. to make some remarks in reply to a single sug- 
enator from Indi- | 


gestion throwa out by the 
ana [Mr. Morrow] yesterday in his speech in 
reply to me. The single portion of the Sen- 
ator’s speech to which I call the attention of 
the Senate is as follows: l i 

“i Sir, tho, speech of the Sengtor from Connecticut 
will suit the rebels of the South remarkably well, It 


c orth remarkably 
well. But, sir, the Union men of.the Seuth, who are 


trembling for their lives and their property, and who . 


know that notwithstanding the speeches that are 


li made in the Senate of the United States they havo 
l but little security, that they are ostracized, socially, 
e, professionally, and every other way, will 


thank him for his speech.” 
Sir, I have heard those remarks from the 


Senator from Indiana again and again in the | 


course of the debates in the Senate during the 
present session of Congress. Wherever any of 


us have heen so unfortunate as to disagree with |: 


; I ‘ I | which is in substance identical with the third 
offer this amendment hecanse I desire not to , 


| have upon the statute-book any more political | 


i ; the acceptance of an office by an ineligible per- |: 
ment, I am sure he will not object to the |’ ʻi 


publican paper in that State, in which the 
speeches of the Republican candidates for Con- 
gress and the Republican candidates for State 


| offices were published week after week, and 


all over Texas those candidates went to the 
people proclaiming as the principle of the 

epublican party of Texas the removal of 
political disabilities; and, sir, if they had not 
done it General Davis would not be Governor 
of Texas to-day, and your three Republican 
Representatives in the other Chamber of Con- 
gress would not be holding their seats there 
now. 

Come eastward from Texas. Louisiana, with 
a Republican Legislature, largely composed of 
colored men—whom the Senator from Indiana 
represents my principles as necessarily sacrific- 
ing—the Legislature of Louisiana, among its 


| very first acts, by a unanimous resolution, ut- 
i 2 ces tered its voice in favor of striking out of the 
away that part of the section which renders him . 


constitution of that State that clause thereof 


section of the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, thus sweep- 


i ing away every political disability imposed by 


the constitution of Louisiana. 

Thus, sir, stands the Republican party of 
Louisiana—— 

Mr. HARRIS. Will the Senator allow me 


| to correct him in regard to Louisiana ? 


him in reference tothe appropriate legislation | 
for the southern States in.their present condi- : 


tion we have been taunted with representing 


rebels and Democrats, and that Senator has; 
assumed to himself the position of the champion , 


of Republicans and Union men. It is time, 
sit, that this assumption, whether it proceed 
from ignorance of fact or from willful misrep- 
resentation, should be putan- end to ip this 
Chamber. It is time that mere digagreement 
etween Republicans,holding the same cardinal 
principles of government, attached to the same 
great system of policy, should cease to be an 


occasion for taunts of this kind. from the lips 


of the Senator fram Indiana. 


What entitles him on avery oecasion like - 


this to assume to represent the Union party af. 
the North and the loyal men of the South? 


What entitles him, addressing thé Senate in | 

relation to matters on which. differences of | 

opinion exist among Repub icant, to represent |! 
rif 


me as speaking for Democrats and for rebels? 
y record is much mare obscure than his ; but 


to those who know one and the other I am not . 
afraid to point to mine for fidelity to ¢he prin: ` 
ciples of the Republican party, for fidelity to. 


the cause of the Union during the last four- | 


teen years, even in comparison with hig. And, 
sir, to-day, this hour, in this debate, upon this 
pone of the removal of political disabilities, 


represent the Union men of the South; L 
speak the sentiment of the loyal men of that 
region of the country; I speak the sentiment 
of the acknowledged representatives of the. 
great Republican party of the North; and I 


bring the matter to the record and the proof. 
The last election which took -place in the 


southern States was in the State of Texas. | 


Through the kindness of a friend, now an hon- 
ored Representative from that State in the 
other House of Congress, I received during 
the whole of that canvass the daily publiea- 
tions of the Houston Union, the leading Re- 


Mr. FERRY. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRIS. The disabilities of the State 
of Louisiana are entirely different from those 
of the fourteenth amendment. I understood 
him to say they were the same. 

Mr. FERRY. Was there not a clause in 
the constitution of Louisiana excluding. from . 
office those who had served in the rebel army 
during the war ? 

Mr. HARRIS. Unless they made certain 
voluntary statements. ` 

Mr. FERRY. And did not the Legislature 
of Louisiana pass a resolution in favor of 
striking out from the constitution that clause: 
creating those political disabilities? 

Mr. HARRIS. It did. 

Mr. FERRY. Very well; 
what I said. 

Mr. HARRIS. No; ¥ 


‘that is exactly’ 


‘ubderstood thé Sen- 


| ator to say that the clause of the constitution 


of Louisiana was identical with the clause of 
the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution - 
of the United States. 

Mr. FERRY. In purport and effect it is, 
because that clause of the constitution of Louis- 
iana excluded from office the elass of persons 
who had aided the rebellion during the war ;’ 
and the loyal Legislature of Louisiana, the 
Republican Legislature of Louisiana, unani- 
mously passed a resolution jn favor of striking 
out. from the, constitution of that State that 
proscriptive clause. Soe aka tl 

Pass along the Gulf and come to Mississippi. 
The first. representative of thecolored race who 
ever entered the walls of Congress and took a 
seat here signalized most nobly his entrance 
into this body by presenting the unanimous 
resolution of the Legislature of Mississippi for 
the removal of all political disabilities; and 
that representative of that downtrodden race 
in offering that resolution declared his own 
entire adhesion to it. 

Pass from Mississippi and come to Alabama ; 
her Senator [Mr. WARNER] spoke to you yes- 
terday. Her Senator told you that the pro- 
scription: of those disabilities was the great 
element which the Republican, party of Ala- 
bama had to contend with, and that striking 
out these disabilities would give strength and. 
vigor te that party all over his State. | 

Mr. WARNER. If the Senator will allow 
me, I will say that‘in the constitution of Ala- 
bama there was 4 provision which prevented 
from voting those who under the ourteenth 
article of amendment were disqualified from 
holding office, and the first Legislature which 
met under that constitution, (which was nearly 
unanimously Republican, there being only one 
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Democrat in the senate and five or sixin the 
house,) by a two-thirds vote struck out that 
provision of the constitution which they had 
the authority to do by the constitution, so as to 
allow everybody to vote. 

Mr. FERRY. Such, as I am showing, has 
been the tendency everywhere, not with the | 
rebels, not with the old malignant, bitter con- 
spirators who originated secession, but with. 
our friends. Such has been their tendency for | 
the last two years, throughout the whole of that): 
portion of the country which was. the theater. 
of rebellion. = i 

Come eastward to Florida. I have not had 
the opportunity to inquire whether there has. 
been action of the Legislature of that State , 
upon this subject; but its Republican conven- | 
tions have assumed the same position in regard i 


ł 
{ 


Come to Georgia, the State to which the: 


Senator from Indiana always refers.when he | 


would have us shrink back in horror from the 


narrative of outrage and of blood with which 
we have so often been treated here, Sir, there | 
is an explanation of affairs in Georgia which i 
the Senator does not choose to give. Thereis ; 
an explanation of affairs in Georgia, into which, | 
for the sake of my party, and because I love 
that, party, and because I believe bound up 
with it are the dearest interests of my country, 
and because there are those hanging on to my 


party there that are dragging its honor in. the !! 


dust, I prefer to refrain from going into. 


But I do say that had Georgia for the last | 
two years been in the hands of men of high |: 
patriotism, if it had been in the hands of men ': 
who were looking to the welfare of the nation j: 


instead of their own pecuniary advancement, ; 


we might have had a different state of things || 


there trom what exists to-day; and even as it 
is, the representations which are made here, . 
telegraphed by order to a venal pressin this 
city, are representations upon which no legis- | 
lator can rely. I hold in my hand, sir, a letter.. 
which I received—one of scores—more than a` 
‘month ago, from a friend who resides in the 
city of New York, a business man who takes 
no part in politics, a man largely engaged in 
business relations in the State of Georgia and 
frequently called thither by his business engage- 
ments, a man who never voted any ticket but , 


a Republican, and a man who, where his name || 


is known, is recognized as one of the purest | 
and noblest of the business men of New York or 
of any other city of the United States—a letter 
written to me of private friendship, from which 
I beg leave to read an extract or two. It is 
dated April 21, 1870: 

“Tt was my intention to stop at Washington on 
my return from the South, but as you know, Provi- 
dence directed otherwise.’’ Gee 
He was severely injured by a railroad acci# 
dent. , 

“Tam perfectly satisfied that the peopte of Geor- 
gia are not understood, and that the representations 
that have been made“nt Washington respecting the 
disloyalty and rebellious state of the people are 
false. I traveled through the greater part of Geor- 
gia; I came in contact with all grades of the people; 
my opportunities of knowing were, to say the least, as 
good as any one elge’s, and during my entire trip I 
saw or heard nothing to indicate hut a strong desire 
to accept the situation and let bygones be bygones. 
The great use made at Washington of the so-called | 
troubles at Brunswick”— | 

. You recollect the infamous Avery telegram— 
“shows to.what straits certain people have come. I 
wäsat Brunswick the day after the dispatch of Aver 
was sent. I positively deny that there was any truth 
whatever in any of the assertions made. There was 
no more need of soldiers being sent there than there 
is now at Norwalk”— j 

My residence— 

“to keep the peace. . 
‘Yours, truly, MORRIS K. JESSUP.” 


Pass from Georgia to South Carolina. The 
Senator froin Indiana deprecated the bill which 
passed the other day substantially repealing the 
testact. That bill was introduced by a South 
Carolina Senator. The Senator from Indiana 
deprecated any further removal of political 
disabilities. The other South Carolina Sen- 


! strike those who had 
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ator [Mr. Rosertson], within a month has 
introduced another bill sweeping away all 
the disabilities of the fourteenth amendment 
except with three limitations, which will not 
include more than five hundred men within 
their number. > i 

- Go from South Carolina to North Carolina ; 


‘| and right here upon the floor of the Senate we 


have had her position on this question por- 
trayed in a manner which, it seems to me, the 


Senator from Indiana ought not to have for- | 
gotten. In that able speech, that calm, delib--', 


erate, dispassionate relation of affairs in the 


State of North Carolina, which proceeded . 
from her Senator [Mr. Poot] the other day, . 


I find the following remarks. Referring to the 


third section of the fourteenth article of amend- : 
‘' ments to the Constitution, that section which ‘ 
to the removal of political disabilities. . 1 
{ 
d 


inflicts thesẹ politica} disabilities, the Senator 
said : - 

chising, but making ineligible to office certain 
classes of those people. That was a difficult feature 
and a difficult principle for southern Republicans to 
carry. I am not saying that it was not wise in its 
general scope and for the general purposes intende 


ing it in its principles now; but there was in it a 


most unfortunate discrimination. That discrimina- ‘ 
tion was unquestionably unwise. If you meant to 


strike the enemies of your policy, if you meant to 
set themselves against what 


“The third geotion contains a clause not disfran- ; 


you were endeavoring to do, you failed most signally : 
in the main, and in failing you struck down the very 


best of your friends.” 
What does the Senator from Indiana say 


section only strikes down the old bitter rebels 
who conspired for secession originally, and. 
who never can forget their hatred for the coun- 
try’s flag. 
went on: 


“The disability provision was not applicable to a 
man because he had bared his arm against the life 


of this nation, because he had committed treason, | 


because he had outraged in the most inhuman and 


barbarous manner the friends of the Government, |! 
because he had starved prisoners of war, or shot them | 


down without giving them the rights that civilized 
nations always. accord to prisoners. Your discrim- 
ination was that he was disabled from holding posi- 
tions of honor and trust because he happened to be 
considered of sufficient importance hefore the warto 
have held some petty office. That was the touchstone 
of the discrimination. That struck your friends as 
well as your enemies.” 


Then the Senator from South Carolina asks | 


a question: 


“Mr. Sawyer. Will the Senator allow me to ask 
him a question at this point ? 

“Mr. Poon. Certainly. : 

“Mr. Sawyer. I should like tohave th 
opinion, while he is on this point, as to whether the 
men who are disfranchised by the third section of 
the fourteenth amendment are the men who create 


e Senator’s 


| political disturbances in the South, asarule?” = 
The Senator from Indiana ‘says thoy are. 


He says they are the old, bitter, traitorous 
secessionists ; that they hate the flag; they will 


always hate the flag; that they are making all | 


nator from i upon political disabilities, that I give comfort 


this trouble. What does the Se 
North Carolina say:. 
**No, sir, they are not.” 


He livesamong theri. He knows all about ; 


them. He is a North Carolinian to the manner 
born. He was there all through the war. He 


is a Union man, and not a rebel. And yet the | 


Senator from Indiana holds me and all who 
think and speak like me as giving aid and 


| comfort to rebels when I am merely reiterating | 


the result of the evidence which comes to us 


from our Republican friends all over the South. | 


“ Mr. Poot. No,sir; they arenot. I should ques- 
tion whether one per cont. of them could be found 
in these disguised organizations. They are a differ- 
ent class of men. 

“Buat I was going on to say,-Mr. President, that 
that clause put under the ban a man who had been 
as true to the Union previous to secession as the 
needle is tothe pole; but having unfortunately acted 


The Senator from North Carolina : 


'no man can mistake it. ; € 
` of one of the judicial circuits of that State, a 


could, on all occasions and under all circumstances, 
to the flag of their country, but who were not willing 
to swallow all sorts of oaths, whose consciences were 
too sensitiveto allow them tosay that they had never 
under any circumstances, on any occasion, volunta- 
rily or involuntarily given any aid or encourage- 
ment to rebellion, were stricken down, while the 
men who wished to hang them and who persecuted 
them because they were supposed to be true to the 


: Union during the struggle, the men who maltreated 


your prisoners, the men who either abused the policy 


i of the laws of the confederate government, or in vio- 


lation of them produced a scene of atrocity and out- 
rage that can scarcely be paralleled in the history of 
the world, in their efforts to crush down every Union 
feeling that could be created there—this class of men 
were not touched by that amendment; no brand was 
put upon them. be brand of traitor was put by 
your amendment upon the heads of Union men.” 
And right over here in Virginia, within 
almost a stone’s throw from this Capitol, is an 
illustration of this same trouble so plain that 
A venerable judge 


Union man all his life, voting and speaking 
against the ordinance of secession, when that 


‘ ordinance nevertheless passed, remained in 
: office at the request of his friends and his neigh- 
à © bors, and when the rebellion was suppressed 
to be attained. Understand me, sir, L am not attack- | 


was unable to continue in office by virtue of 
the third section of the fourteenth amendment, 
while the guerrilla Moseby, residingin the same 
circuit, whose name is only equaled in infamy 
by that of the pirate Semmes, is eligible to 
that very office under that same section. ‘he 
Senator from North Carolina goes on: 

“T say men who looked back and remembered 


in his speech of yesterday? That the third A what they had done ‘for the Government, how they 


had longed in the darkest hour for the restoration 


© of the flag, and who were willing to submit, if it were 


as a magistrate or constable or clerk previously, and |: 


being caught within the insurrectionary districts and |, 


unable to get out, was compelled, however true his 
heart beatto the Union during the whole struggle, to 
be in some wise com promised inthe rebellion. Why, 


sir, the stalwart Union men of those States, who at ` 


the risk of their lives,.against the whole current of : 


public opinion, against every social influence, against 


friends, against every odds, adhered as far as they : 


necessary for the preservation of the Union, to the 
loss of their property, saw that in the very hour when 
you required their aid to do not only this but other 


i things, you added a requirement that they them- 
|: selves should consent to A rait 
, stamped upon their foreheads and having their bit- 
' ter enemies and persecutors go without any such 
| stamp at all.’” 


aving the brand of traitor 


Sir, there is the sentiment of North Carolina 
with regard to political disabilities. 

Come now to Virginia. In her recent elec- 
tion the Republican party was placed by its 
candidate, Governor Wells, squarely on the 
record in favor of the removal of political dis- 
abilities, and on.that ‘record demanded the 
votes af the people ofthat State. 

‘In Tennessee General Stokes, the Radical 
Repablican candidate, took the same ground, 
and his party sustained him everywhere in the 


| canvass. 


l have gone the round of the States of the 
confederacy. I have called the Republican 
rty. of those States. to the witness-stand. 
T have called the sole representative of the 


' African race in this body to speak for them; 
‘and with one accord, white men and black 


men, the Republicans in those States say that I 
utter their voice and I speak their sentiments ; 
and I ask the Senator from Indiana henceforth 
never to say of me, when I utter my opinions 


to rebels, that I give comfort to northern Dem- 
ocrats, and that E carry dismay to the hearts 
of Union men, for he will do me injustice ; 
and now, at least, he knows it. 

But; sir, this is not all. This is not simply 
the policy of the Union men and the Repub- 
licans of the South ; itis the policy of the Repub- 
licans-of the North in great part, I know that 
there are Republicans who hold different views; 
and I give them entire credit for honesty of 
purpose and sincerity of conviction, I will 
not brand them as the Senator from Indiana 
would brand me. I will not say to either of 
those who differ with me upon the subject of 
political disabilities that they are the friends of 
rebels, or of those who differ from me upon 
the subject of local self-government that they 
are the followers of John C. Calhoun. 

How are we to ascertain the sentiment of the 
great controlling mass of the Republican party 
of the North on this subject? It has not spoken 
officially since 1868; and then it declared two 
things. It declared, first, that as loyalty re- 
turned it would remove the political disabili- 


1870. 


ties of those now lying under them; and it 
. declared, secondly, that it stood upon the plat- 
form of the Declaration of Independence, 
declaring that no just Government could exist 
that was not founded upon the consent of the 
governed; and both those resolutions were 
offered by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Scuvrz.] I shall show in a moment that the © 
continuance of political disabilities is utterly | 
subversive of the second of those resolutions | 
as adopted by the Chicago convention in 1868. |. 
But I am now calling attention to the present `' 
indications of party sentiment at the North and | 
in the Republican party. l. 
Sir, the most widely-disseminated newspapers | 
of a political organization, those which enroll :. 
the greatest number of subscribers and go most : 
widely over the country, and are received with 
the greatest popular favor, are supposed to be, ; 
to some extent at least, fair exponents of the | 
opinion of the party for which they speak. In |; 
this country of ours, from out of the city of © 
New York, proceed the great daily newspapers | 
upholding the Republican party everywhere, 
at the West, at the East, in the middle States, ` 
and in the South; and that great daily press, 
emanating from the true capital of the Repub- , 
lic, in its every member, without exception, '! 
to-day favors the removal of political disabil- ;; 
ities. Every member of it, without exception, |: 
is in favor of both the bills which I introduced i 
here a year ago for the removal of disabilities || 


imposed by the fourteenth amendment on the 
one hand, and for the repeal of the test-oath 
on the other. Now, sir, if these things be so, 
is it not a little too much for any Senator, how- 
ever distinguished his position, to use such 
language as I read here a little while ago as |: 
roceeding from the lips of the Senator from |; 
ndiana yesterday ? 
But, sir, I promised to do one more thing. 
I wish to show that the continuance of this || 
system of political disabilities, to wit, the dis- |; 
abilities of the third section of the fourteenth |! 
amendment, and the continuance upon the | 
statute-book of the test-oath act—I wish to | 
show that the continuance of these two acts | 
upon your statute-book is repugnant to the 
foundation principles upon which the Repub- | 
lican party rests, and that, consciously or : 
unconsciously, he who in Congress or aut of || 
Congress insists longer upon the continuance | 
of the disabilities imposed by those two statutes 
has abandoned the Republican position as un- | 
derstood in 1854 and in 1856. — ot 
Mr. HOWARD. That was before the war. 
Mr. FERRY. Yes,sir; that was before the | 
war. But after the war, in the convention of 
1868, we declared for the same old platform— 
the Declaration of Independence—and I love 
it as well as the Senator from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Sumver.] Iam not willing to give it up 
because the black man has been freed. 
never fought for the black man because he was 
black, but because he was a man; and I am 
afraid, sir, that we are in danger of forgetting 
now-a-days that while the equality of the black 
man has been achieved the rights and the lib- 
erties of man are getting in danger. What is 
it that your political disabilities accomplish ? 
Now I refer, as I said before, to both acts. I 
was probably too large in my estimate yester- 
day of the number rendered ineligible by 
the fourteenth amendment. In the discus- 
sions in this body two years ago the number 
was variously estimated from fifty to three 
hundred thousand. I thought then that the 
number of fifty thousand was more nearly 
right. Recent constructions have placed an 
Interpretation upon the third section of the 
fourteenth amendment, making certain classes 
of officers before the war within the meaning 
of that section whom I never supposed to be 
Within its meaning, and this somewhat extends 
the number; but suppose it to be but fifty 
thousand. Come now to the application of the 
test-oath. Was I wrong about that? Let me 
repeat very briefly the calculation of yesterday. 
First, be it borne in mind that in the presi- 


it 
| 


ji 
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dential election of 1860 between éightand nine 


hundred thousand votes were cast in the States 
which went into rebellion. They were all 
white votes. The test-oath act takes within its 
scope every man who entered the confederate 
service; every man who at the ballot-box voted 


| for an ordinance of secession; every man who, 


though at the ballot-box he may have voted 
against the ordinance of secession, yet after- 
ward went with his State and in any way aided 
the rebellion; every man who held an office 
under the confederate government ; every man 
who furnished son, nephew, kinsman, or ward 
with means while that son, nephew, kinsman 

or ward was in the confederateservice. And | 
appeal to southern Senators on this floor, when 
you have enumerated these four classes of 


: southern white men, who is left,and how many 


are left out of the eight hundred thousand 
white voters of 1860? 

Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me 
a moment? 

Mr. FERRY. Certainly. 

Mr. SAWYER. I should like to suggest to 
him one additional class, and thatis every man 
who gave a voluntary support to the confed- 
erate government of any nature or name. 

Mr. FERRY. Sothat Ido not think I was 
in-error in saying that in the States within the 
area of the confederacy there were not over fifty 
thousand left of the white voters of 1860 who 
were not directly within the scope of the test- 
oath act, and during the four years of the war 
the young men who came up and attained their 
majority all went into the service. You remem- 
ber the graphic expression, ‘‘They have robbed 
thecradle and the grave.’’ Sothatatthe close 
of the war the test-oath act left the whole old 
white. population of the South, by their inca- 


pacity of taking the oath, ineligible to any office | 
| of justice. I appeal to justice, and to the God 


under the Federal Government. 

Bat, sir, does it affect them only? Oh, says 
the Senator from Indiana, they can vote. Ah! 
How withthe rest? How with the few remain- 
ing whites and all the blacks? Have they got 
a free suffrage? No, sir; the fifteenth amend- 
ment as long as the political disabilities remain 
is a sham and a delusion. 
not enfranchised in the South. 
to say to me that I may vote ifamong the great 
mass of my fellow-citizens you select one half 
of them and say I shall not vote for any of them ; 


and that is precisely what the disability amend- | 


ment and the test-oath act do to-day. 


Who are these eight hundred thousand. men | 


thatare ineligible for office? Sir, they-are the 
class out of whom we have got to win adherents 
to the Republican party, or the Republican 

arty will go down in every southern State.: 
Tenow Tam. speaking for the welfare of my 


party and through that for the welfare of my | 


country. How can it be otherwise? Will not 
the wealth, the culture, the property, theintel- 
ligence, exert its own natural force in society 
against all resistance in the end? Sir, there 
are hundreds and thousands of those negroes, 
emancipated and enfranchised now, who yet 
iolsin the old attachment to the old home and 
the old master, and those attachments will stay 
with them till they die. Why, sir; in this very 
city the waiter at my table two years ago was 
a slave in Richmond till the close of the war. 
His mistress, a widow, had taught him to read 
and write. At the first election in that State 
he was a registrar of elections in the city of 
Richmond. He subsequently came to Wash- 
ington for employment; and he told me that 
such was his attachment to that.old mistress 
that if he knew now she was in want he would go 
back and work for her as he would. have done 
when aslave. Is it dishonoring tothem? No, 
sir; itis not. Slavery was horrible; its effects 
were horrible; but nothing in this world is 
unmixed, and there were mixed up with it 
these local, household, servile, if you please 
to call them, attachments, and there remain, 
exist yet in scores of negro families in the 
South ; and by your disabilities by your placing 


The black man is | 
It is nothing | 


i 


ban, you are doing all in your power to create 
sympathy forthose whom you thus ostracize, 
while. you are deepening in their hearts what- 
ever of enmity may still remain since the close 
of the war. 

_ No, sir; we must win them, not by concilia- 
tion in the sense in which the Senator from 
Indiana used the word, but by justice. What 
have we done? The South went to war with 
the Government of the United States, and that 
Government conquered it as no people ever 
yet were conquered under heaven; and hav- 
ing conquered them, the Government of the 
United States said, as the Senator from Indiana 
truly observed yesterday, ‘'There shall be no 
| judicial infliction of punishment for this war 
: which you have waged upon the nation.’’ The 

President, the Congress, the people have said 
` that. You may be sorry for it; I may be sorry 

for it in some respects; but as a fact the Sen- 
` ator from Indiana uttered the truth, legal pun- 

ishment has not been thought of for a year; 

and here is this conquered people, under our 
. system of representative Government, bearing, 
' or entitled to bear by their votes their share in 
_ the administration of national affairs ; and yet 
' you say of a class numbering nearly a million 
, citizens that not one of them shall vote for 
, another of his own class, and no others shall 
: vote for one of that class; that all their feel- 
. ings, all their hopes, all their aspirations shall 
' find no utterance here; that if there be one of 
| them who does love his country, if there be 
ene of them who does repent that he lifted his 
i hand in fratricidal strife against the nation 
which had reared him, he shall not come here, 
but the Senator from Indiana shall be here to 
misrepresent him as an enemy that can never 
forget his hatred to the old flag. Is ittright? 
i The Senator from Indiana spoke in the name 


| of justice, is it right? 
And then the Senator from Indiana aban- 
' doned his position, that all thought of punish- 
; ment was gone by, and said that the deprivation 
| of eligibility to office was a fitting retribution 
| for their crimes, and he repeated the words 
“for their crimes.” He said this was. little 
| enough to inflict: upon them for their crimes. 
| God help us! sir, has it come to this, that 
after a four years’ war, after having the 
acquiescence of the people in the remission 
of judicial punishment of that crime we are 
to create an ex post facto punishment for it? 
No, sir; we have no right to view your four- 
teenth amendment and the test-oath act as a 
punishment for'crime. They were never meant 
for that purpose. :They were enacted for great 
objects of publie policy. At the time when 
the fourteenth. gmendment was ratified the 
country had got to go through the transition 
from .open rebellion to complete reorganiza- 
tion, and during that period, as the Senator 
from Ohio who ia in my eye [Mr. SHERMAN] 
| gaid—I remember his remarks in that debate— 
during that period it was proper and safe and 
best that those embraced within these classes 
who were believed to have been the most 
dangerous. fomentors of secession should be 
excluded from opportunities of mischief.. 
How came we te have the test-oath?. The 
Senator from Indiana ought to remember that. 
It wasaway back in 1862. I remember I 
was over in the valley of Virginia at the time, 
and neither in the. military nor the. civil, ser- 
vice did we know but that the next man we 
met, even in our own ranks, mjght not be a 
spy or a traitor- ` Washington swarmed with 
spies ; they were in every Department... They 
penetrated the Army and Navy. The test-oath 
was devised for the purpose, so far as it would 
go, of weeding them out, and it did so; but 
it never was meant.to remain on the statute- 
book forever; it--never was meant to remain 
there five years after the war closed, and the 
necessity for its. enactment had passed away. 
Bat, says the Senator from Indiana, history 
| is against the Senator from Connecticut; his- 


that whole white population under a Federal jj tory shows that you can do nothing by concil- 
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iating a vanquished people. Doesit, sir? What 
little I know of statesmanship I have learned 
from history. I believe it to be God's hand» 
writing on the face of this earth of ours; and 
what does it tell us? In the first place what 
does international law tell us is the first duty 
of the victor and the sole right—yes, sir, the 


familiar with that old English story. It has 
come down to us from the books of our boy- 
hood. What has England gained by five hun- 
dred years of disabilities and test-oaths for the 
people of Ireland? Has it ereated. ot raised, 
up there a loyal generation loving the Crown 
and ready to rally around the union jack? No, 
sir. 
of disabilities and test- oaths. eae 
What have they done for England herself? 
They were tried after the révolution of 1688. 
Go look at the statute-book of the reign of 
William III. On every other page is a di 
ability bill or a test-act; and the throne of 
William and Anne and the Georges tottered 
year by year upon its foundations for two gen- 
erations, and twice the eruption broke forth 


-jn 1715 and 1745. Cannot we learn something 
from history? DA 
What did Austria make by her pains and 


penalties and disabilities.in Hungary? 
ing bpt smothered rebellion; nothing but out- 
_ breaking revolution. At last she gave Hun- 


gary a tree constitution and free representa- : 


Ireland tells the story to-day of the effect | 


dis- |: 


il Then it retains the whole section except the | 
right of the vanquished? Clemency. What 
does history teach us of the effect of disabilities `: - That any person who shall hereafter, knowingly | 
and test-acts in other countries with whose story . 


we are familiar? Why, sir, we ought all to be | 
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Mr. MORTON obtained the floor. © - 

Mr. STEWART. Before the Senator pro- 
ceeds I desire to say that I see no objection to 
the amendment of the Senator from Connecti- 
cut, as modified. It will be sufficient if both 
lines are stricken out, and I will accept that. | 


last clause, so as to read: 


accept or hold any office undcr the United States, |: 


or any State, to which he is ineligible under the | 
i! third section of the fourteenth article of amendment || 


- Of the Constitution of the United States, or whoshall | ingenuous, and I believe he used the expression 


: attempt to hold or exercise the duties of any such 
: office, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 


. against the United States; und upon conviction | 
‘ thereof before the circuit or district court of the 

United States shall be imprisoned not more than 
: one year, and fined not exceeding $1,000. 


|e 
l| 
| 
| 

|: 
li 


i} 
| 

l 
i 
li 


` House bill. 


Noth- > Mr. WILLIAMS. I give this notice so that, I 


Then there was another clause forever dis- 


' qualifying them from holding office, which I : 
- shall consent to have stricken out. That mod: | 


ification, I suppose, will be made. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to state 
information of the Senate that when the House | 
bill on this subject comes here, unless the Sen- | 
ator from Nevada consents, I shall move to 
pass over the pending bill for the purpose of | 
taking up the House bill and considering it in | 
the place of the pending bill. | 
. Mr. POMEROY. The Senator can move | 
to amend this bill by substituting for it the | 


as that motion would have to be decided with- : 


, out debate, Senators may examine the House | 


tion, and peace reigns throughout the land. | 


I might go on, sir; but such a monstrous per- 
version of history as the argument of the Sen- 
ator from Indiana seems to me to need no 
further refutation. - gi Be 

So, Mr. President, finally let us apply to the 
people of the southern Statek, black and white, 
men always loyal and men. once. rebels, the 
great principle which we „declared in 1854 
and 1856 was the foundation of our party, the 
great principle which we re-declared to be'that 
foundation in 1868, the resting of all just gov- 
ernment upon the consent of the governed. 
Give a free suffrage to the South, white and 
black, allowing white and black to-vote for the 


man who will truly represent them, and let |! 


that man represent them here and everywhere, 


so that here and everywhere, from ali parta of | 


our great Republic shall coma up men repre- 
senting every feeling and every sentiment and 
every interest. And God knows the Republic 


fore us. Yes, sit; if this poliey of repres- 
sion, if this utter departure ‘from the princi- 
ples of self-government is much longer to be 
maintained, there are dark times before’ us. 
We cannot live and maintain s ‘free represent- 


Senator from Indiana advocates. 
a despotism, if we were a centralized mon- 


archy, if we had, like Napoleon, six hundred | 
But we | 
are a federative, representative Republic, We | 


thousand bayonets, we might do it. 


believe our institutions to be the best that God 


in His providence has ever vouchsafed to man. | 
We long and struggle and strive for their pres- | 


ervation. The Sonator: from Indiana would 
destroy their very foundation. ‘ He would have 
no representation of half the population of the 
South ; for no mat of that half shall come here 
to represent the whole, nor shall the whole 


vote for any man of that half to come here for | 


that purpose. 
And now, sir, to say one final word of my- 


self. When I said yesterday that I was a Re- | 


publican, that I stood upon the foundation 
principles of the Republicat: party, and: that 
in the views which I humbly éntertain I be- 
lieve myself acting in accordance with that 
which had been the guiding element. of our 


policy all through the last troublous fifteen : 
years, [ submit to you, sir, and to the Senate, 


I have demonstrated that I was right. 


| 
| 
il 


| notice that the Senator from Oregon gives. 


i game as the Senate bill. 


j J : Senators can examine it. 
now is strong enough to bear the strain of all. |: 
The Senator said there are dark times be- | 


ʻi out a particular section. 


bill, which is found in the Globo of to-day. 
Mr. RAMSBY. Those of usin this part of | 
the Chamber have been unable to hear the | 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I state that when the 


bill to enforce the fifteenth amendment, which || 


passed the House yesterday, reaches this body; 
if nohody else makes the motion, I shall move | 
to substitute that bill. for the pending bill and | 
its amendments. I give this notice now so | 
that Senators may look at the bill as found in 
the Globe and be ready to decide ‘upon it if 
necessary. oS i : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ihave not examined it. | 
I should like to inquire, is it substantially the 
same as the Senate bill? ` 

Mr. WILLIAMS. It is substantially the 


Mr. SUMNER. 


the pending bill? ; 
Mr. WILLIAMS. It differs in some respects., 


Mr. STEWART. I hope that change will 


for the | 


tion, and; if Iremember correctly, did notallude 
to him, and only to the motion he had made, 
I referred to no opinion that he had ever ex- 
pressed in the Senate, and so far as he was 
concerned my argument was entirely imper- 
sonal, 

- But, sir, he rose in some heat to reply to 


‘| me, and he made an attack which, I confess, I 


thought was rather gross and uncalled for, 
referring to my speech on the Georgia bill, 
misrepresenting it, and saying that it was dis- 


: “a complete misrepresentation of the whole 


| condition of affairs in the South.” 


j 


| 


i 


In what is it better than |, 


not be made without a knowledge of the House | 


bill. I have not had a ‘chance to examine it | 


not atiswer the purpose in many respects. _ 
Mr. POMEROY. If theSenator from Ore: 


y } || gon moves it as a substitute for the Senate bilt 
ative Republic upon the prisciples which ‘the | 
If we were | 


it is only-in the nattre of an amendment, and: 
theewhole subject will be apen to ‘discussion. | 
Mr. MORTON. I prefer to go on with my ` 


remarks. — - i 
- Mr. WILLIAMS. Ido nat make the motion | 


t at this time. ` I give notice now of the motion | 


i 
so that nobody may be taken by surprise, 
` The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Cragin 
in the chair.) The Senator from Oregon gives 
notiee that at the proper time he will move the 
House bill as an amendment. The Senator’ 
from Indiana is entitled to the floor. © | 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I must con- | 
fess some astonishment at the speech of the | 
Senator from Connecticut this morning, as well | 
as at thé passion he has displayed, and the bit-. | 
terndss that breathes through every word of it. | 
My attention was not called to his speech until ! 
he had been addressing the Senate for a few | 
minutes; but I believe he began by complaining . 
that I had used certain language toward him in | 


; my second speech yesterday which he construed | 


` as impugning his motivesand as anattackupon |! truth of that statement ? 


him. I shall first address myself to that point. ; 
The Senator madea motion yesterday to strike 


i 


i in fylt, but from what I have seen ‘of it it does |! 


| 


} 
i 
i 


| 


1 
i 


I 


I spoke to that mo- |. 


Having 
thus, without provocation, made an attack upon 


: me of that kind, he now complains that I have 
assailed him. 


It looks very much like begging 
the question, after he has entered into the arena 
and made an uncalled for attack, then to get 
op here and complain that I have assailed him. 

e forgot that blows were to be received as 
well a3 to be given. He thought it was his 
privilege to attack me, and call the speech [ 
had made two or three weeks ago, and which 
was not in question at all, disingenuous and a 
complete misrepresentation ; and then when I 
reply he gets up and complains that I—what? 
That I assume to be the champion of Repub- 
licanism on the floor of the Senate. My answer 
to that is that itis not true. I have never made 


|! that assumption at any time, and I have never 


felt that [had aright tomakeit. Ihave spoken 
warmly for the Republican party, and I feel 
warmly in-its behalf, and that may have excited 


‘| the ire of the Senator; but I have never been 


guilty of any assumption of that kind, and he 
can point to no speech of mine from which such 
a deduction can be drawn. The whole state- 
ment from the beginning was gratuitous, and 
seems to have been made as.an excuse for what 
he was going to say afterward. 

Bat the Senator told us two or three times 
in the course of his'speech to-day, and once I 
think yesterday, that he wasa Republican. It 
is well that he put that statement in, for in its 
absence astranger might suppose, and probably 
would have committed the error of supposing, 
that the speech was made by a Democrat, and 
a very bitter one, at that. 

Sir, what is the language that he‘complains 
of? This isthe part of my speech that I heard 
hini read, and if. he read anything else he will 
please refer me to it: 

“Sir, the speech of the Senator from Connecticut 


| will suit the rebels in the South remarkably well.” 


` That is the first sentence that be complained 
of. Is not that true? Will not his speech 
here to-day suit them remarkably well? Is 
there a rebel in the South who will pot thank 
him for.it; and particularly the disfranchised 


' and disabled rebels? Will they not feel like 


taking him to their very embrace? That part 
of my speech he cannot complain of, surcly. 
Then J went on to say: 

“It will guit the Democracy of the North remark- 
ably wel” = — 

Is notthat true? I ask if the Democracy on 
this floor are not very well pleased with the 
Senator’s tivo speeches? Can the Sengtor deny 
the truth of that, that his speech will suit them 
and will be published by them both Nerth and 
South? Why, sir, it breathed the very spirit 
of Democracy from beginning to end. I shall 


not question the Senator’s Repani aa Ta but . 


by those who read the speeches it will be re- 
garded entirely of a technical character; that 
he is a Repipiiran because he says he isa Re- 
publican, but from no other statement in the 
speech. Then I wentọn to say: 

“But, sir, the Union men of the South, who are 
trembling for their lives and their property, and who 
know that, notwithstanding the speeches that arc 
made in the Senate of the United States, thoy have 
but little security” — 

Ah, sir, is not that true ? Is there a southern 
Senator on this floor who will controvert the 


|; “that they are ostracized, socially, in trade, profes- 


sionally, and every other way, will not thank him 
for his speech.” 
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Are they not ostracized pro- 
fessionally, in trade, every way? Do not thou- 
sands of them tremble for their lives and for 
the security of their property? Ts not the tes- 
timony concurrent and overwhelming, that 80 
far as the courts are concerned in several 
southern States, they furnish no remedy to a 
Union man? In several of the States they can 
scarcely collect a note of hand, a plain account, 
nor can they punish a man for murdering a 
member of their family. Such a punishment 
has not been inflicted in any of those States. 
Can he, dare he deny these things? 

The Senator says things were very much 
exaggerated down at Brunswick, in Georgia; 
and the drift of his speech is that the Union 
men of the South have no cause to complain; 
that there is safety, there is peace there. ‘That 
is the impression the Senator seeks to make 
upon the country. I take broad issue with 


Nor will they. 


‘to give that assurance. 
|| persistently rebellious, and who hate this Gov- 
i: ernment in their hearts, whe will not give the 


tends to sustain the Government of this coun- 
try; but I will never do it for one who is not 
willing to give that assurance. The good men 
among them will give that assurance. The 
men who are entitled to return here are willing 
It is those who are 


“ assurance; but they are'the men of all others | 


| whom the Senator from Connecticut wants 
| relieved, so that they may come here and take — 
< part in this Government. Be 


| 
A southern Senator said to me to-day, “Ii 
| 


n am willing to relieve disabilities when the war | 
iigover.’’ Gir, the war is not over, and will not | 
` be over until there is peace and security for | 


him. Oh, sir, it is cruelty, it is inhumanity | 
‘in the southern States, I regard it as wicked 
Union men of the South are in a position of | 


that cannot -be exaggerated, to say that the 


security, of peace; that they have the ordinary 


remedies of the courts for their rights and for ;' 


their wrongs. 


Now, Mr. President, upon the subject of gen» . 


eral amnesty I desire to define the Senator's 
position. I wish to bring it out of the indefi- 
nite sea of talk and general declamation and 
bring it right down to the point, and see what 
it means and what it amounts to. He wants. 
all disabilities removed, and every southern 
man, no difference what may have been his 
crimes in regard to the rebellion, made eligi- 
ble for. office ; not only to vate, but to be voted 
for, for the highest office in the land. To 


‘| result of crime. 


| 
| 


‘| refuse to remove their disabilities. . 


come down to particulars, he wants Jefferson | 
Davis made eligible to return and resume his | 


seat now occupied by the Senator from Mis- 
sigsippi who is hefore me, [Mr. Revets.] If 


the Senator’s policy is adopted, and defer- ` 


son Davis lives, he will return here and take 
his seat, legislate for this country, and exercise 
a powerful influence in directing our affairs. 
That is one of the direct and most probable con- 
sequences to result from the Senator’s policy. 

Mr. WARNER. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. MORTON. . Yes, sir. 

Mr. WARNER. I should like to ask the 
Senator whether he thinks the aseendency of 
the Republican party in the State of Mississippi 


hangs upon so slender a thread as the mere | T tifed 
lion by his speech to-day. Aby sir, if I felt 
` as he doos E would take my seat on the other 


fact that Jeff. Davis is under disability? ` 

Mr. MORTON.. Ob, no; I-do not think any- 
thing of the sort; bat I think, the way things 
are going, in all probability-the Democratic 
party, the rebels, will come into power in the 
State of Mississippi: I know that will be the 
ease if the policy of the Senator prevails; and: 
then, if Jefferson. Davis is eligible to take a 
seat on this floor, they would trample down 
every other man in that State to send him back- 
here; and the Sénatar from Connecticut, ae~ 
cording to his speeth to-day, would take him 
by the arm and lead him up to your desk, sir, 
to have the oath administered. . we Se a 

Then take another casd. There is Jobn C. 
Breckinridge, once the Vice President of the 
United. States, who is covered by the exelu- 
sion of the fourteenth amendment, like Davis. 
He would have him authorized to return and 
take-a seat.on this floor. 

And so with. Toombs in Georgia; and sò 
with hundreds:of men who can be pointed out 
who were prominent in bringing on the rebel- 
lion. The Senator wants all disabilities swept 
away at once, that theae men may be returned 
to take part in the Government of the United 
States. Now, sir, we have a clause in the 
fourteenth amend ment that authorizes the Con- 
gress of the United States to remove the dis- 
abilities ofany of thesemen. Weare disposed 
to do it whenever any of them signifies that he 
has become loyal, or desires to sustain the 
Government. I am prepared to vote to re- 
move the disabilities of any of them who will 
give us his assurance in sincerity that he in- 


_ Union men in the South. 
: enough then to consider this questién. © But, |: 
sir, while murder stalks abroad at noonday | 
. and at midnight, while there is no peace or 


lt will be time | 


security for the great body of the Union men 


to propose to restore those men to power and 


, bring them back to make laws for this country. . 


. Mr. President, I spoke yesterday of the in- 
justice of relieving thege’men of. their disabil- 
ities and restoring them to political privileges. 


. I said. they had been guilty of crime; it was ; 
' pot punishment, it was a mere disability, the 


_ing the war. 


That-is the effect, but it: is 
not what we call punishment. The Senator 
confounds the two things. f sald it was the 
grossest injustice to the Union men, it was a 
violation of every principle of justices but the 
Senator takes the other ground, and gays it is 
the. grossest injustice to so-called rebels to | 


Sir, taking his argument to-day, I cannot 


‘does it elevate the moral position of these 


rebels to compare them with men who were 
fighting, not against liberty, not against a re- 
public, but in behalf of aroyal family that they 
thought was entitled to the Crown, instead of 
some other family that was actually in posses- 
sion of it? k 

But, sir, how far short does the comparison 
come? I ask ifin all those cases the conquer- 
ors didnot punish the leading rebels? Look 
at the executions; look at the beheadings. 


i; Why, sir, he is as false in his history as he is 


în his argument. ‘So far ftom granting amnesty 
to all of them, the leaders were always pun- 
ished, gndthen the rank and file were pardoned. 
Is not that the history of it? 

-- Bat, sir, what does he do? He compares 
the rebels against this Republic to the Hun- 
garian patriots, the men who were struggling 


| against the most terrible tyranny in Europe. 


- He compares these patriots to the rebels that 


understand how he ever wore the uniform dur- | 


His argument is that there is no — 
crime in rebellion ; that is what it amounts to. , 
If your argument is right, sir, every man who 


, fell upon the battle-field by yout sword was a 


murdered man. If you were right, sir, during 
the war, then you are all wrong now in your 
argument. If you are right in your argument 
you were very wicked in the war. You have 


: argued to-day that these men have been ‘giiilty 
' of no crime ; that.it is the grossest injustice to | 


keep them out of the exercise of political rights} 


i that we are doing wrong; that we are acting 


| move. to repeal the law that ‘pettsiona Unidi | 


wickedly in. so doing. Sir, what is the logie 


| of it? Uhat rebellion is no crime j that treason 


is nọ crime.: The Senator hag justified rebel: 


side of this body. No; that is not patting it 


strong enough ; he ought'to array himself upon |, 


the side of those who have’ steadily denouneed 
this Union and denounced its-defenders. Sir, | 
if he is right in his argument to-day there is 
more work for him to do.. Why daes he not | 


soldiers, or celse to include the’ #ebel: soldiers 
init? They sawserviee ; they saw hard service ; 
they woré guilty of no crime; they have done | 
no wrong; if:you keep-them put of power you | 


' are wronging them, according to his argument ; | 


and. how can you conciliate them and do justice | 
except by pensioning them as we pension our | 
own soldiers? Thatis the result of all he gaid, ; 
and this is what it is coming to. If his arga-'; 
ment. does’ not mean that il means nothing | 
at all. : aa ee 
Why, sir; look at the comparison ‘that he. 
made here to-day. What was it? 
pared the rebels of the South: to those rebels 
in England who might: be ‘fighting against a 
particular member of the rdyal family or a pàr- 
ticular house that-was claiming the Crown. He | 
compared these men and the leaders who were | 
seeking to destroy this great and free Govern- | 
ment of ours in behalf of slavery to thoge who ` 
might follow the house of Laneaster or the 


house of York, in which there was ‘no princi- | 


ple involved; and he says as they granted am~ | 
nesty so ought we to grant amnesty. Oh, sir, © 
how weak that comparison! How completely | 
this would strip the rebellion ofall crime ! How | 


He eom- } 


n war! 


were struggling against this Republic and to 
make slavery perpetual. It all goes to strip 
the rebellion of any crime; it strips it of any 
immorality. These men are just as good, they 
were doing just as right, in a moral point of 
view, as those who fought upon our side! The 
rebels of the South and the patriots of Hun- 
gary are put upon the same basis! And the 
rebels of the South and the adherents it may 
be of the house of York are put upon the same 
basis! € 00 oo ' 

THe whole argument, from first to last, is in 
the drift of the Democrație party ; and thatis, 
that there was no criminality in the rebellion ; 
that the men who made this war, who brought 


| it on and'who-carried it on, are just as good, 
: as patriotic, and as much deserving of the con- 


fidence and esteem of this Government as‘thé 
men who fought to sustain the Government; 
and allthis within five years of the end of the 
Yet the Senator tells us that he is‘a 
E shall not question that; but 


Republican. es 
that subject I will 


thosé who’ are ‘éurious on 
ask to read his speech. z ; 
Why, Mr.. President, there is no mistaking 
the drift of all this ; but I want jo say one'Word 


| here in, referenee to Georgia. ‘Phe Senator 


says there is a rénson for the troybles de Grevr- 
gia that: have been earefyl ‘not to give; inti- 
mating that J was couséious of it ang that I 
was carefal not to givet; and what does he 
afterward intimate that reason was? ‘Why, 
sir, that there is corruption down there on the 
sart of the Republican leaders and officials. 
‘shall nót now‘enter into a discussion of that 
subject. It was not becoming in him'to Hay 
goat this particnlar time. There have ‘been. 
somg'chárges indde,and they have been referred 
té'a- committee of this body; and until that 
committee reports; it- was entirely becoming 
ánd proper for him to remain silent upon that 
gubject. Hedoes not know whether the charges 
are trye or-not. If that’ committee shall find 
that the charges are trye I shall be prepared to 
ro as fat‘as the furthest in condemning them. 
Bat he, without knowing, adopting the rumors 
that are in‘the papers; and most of them I am 
informed come from rebel sontces, intimates 
that Republican officials and those in charge 
of a Republican State government are guilty 
of corruption. - Reet eg 2s 
Ah, Mr. President, he can justify the rebels 
of the South and enter into an argnment to 
prove that those who are embraced’ in the 
fourteenth amendment: -particalarly aro our 
friends. ‘The fourteenth amendment is par- 
ticularly unfortunate, as it happened ‘most 
strangely to embrace those’ who are the true 
patriots and friends ofthe Republican party 
and leaye out those whovare our real enemies ! 
That is his argument; While he sees things 
clearly in- behalf of the rebels he is willing 10 
rush to conclusions against a Republican gov- 
ernment in a southtrn State. I will not enter 
into that question now; I shall waif until tie 
committee reports. It may turn-olit that Re- 
publican officials down there have been guilty 
of gross corruption; asd if that so turns ont 
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we shall be united in their condemnation. But 
if it shall turn out, on the other hand, that the 
have been hunted down for the purpose o 
destroying their influence and power and for 
the purpose of giving power and prestige to 
the rebels of the South, then the Republican 
party, I am sure, will regret it. 

Ah, Mr. President, he refers to the fact that 
certain Senators and certain Legislatures in the 
South have talked in favor of general amnesty. 
I can understand a good part of that, and I in- 
tended to tell my friend from Alabama [Mr. 
Warner] yesterday that he was committing a 
great mistake; and he will find it so. These 
rebels, old politicians, are all anxiousto be re- 
lieved of their disabilities, and they are looking 
to a Republican Congress to do it, and they are 
cajoling Republican Congressmen, and they 
are kind and friendly and flattering until the 
thing is done; but when it is done, and they 
are invested with political power, they will hurl 
defiance in the faces of the men who have done 
it, No, sir; Lam not mistaken about the char- 
acter of the great body of the men who are 
embraced in the fourteenth amendment. I 
believe that you, sir, [Mr. Craain in the chair, ] 
took apart in the enactment of that amenhd- 
ment. What was your idea? That that dis- 
ability would cover the cases of most of she 
old politicians, those who had been in office 
before the war, 
the war to support the Constitution of the 


United States, as members of Congress, Gov- | 
ernors of States, and those in high official | 
position, the men whose criminality was the | 


greatest? 


The fourteenth amendment was intended to | 


embrace that character of men. But it seems 
now, according to the argument of the Senator 
from Connecticut, that you made a great mis- 
take; that that class of men above all others 
are the innocents, are the men who desire to 
be in close and fraternal relations with the 
Republican pay and with the Government 
of the United States, and that the real enemies 
of the Government are left out. Sir, I do not 
believe a word of it. Now and then you will 
find a man embraced in that category who in- 
tends to become loyal or is loyal; and when- 
ever he has that feeling he will say so, and we 
will remove his disabilities; but where you 
find one of that kind you will find five hundred 
who are no more malleable than cast iron, 
which cannot be bent. No, sir; that is the 
character of the great mass of those men; 
and it cannot be changed by the Senator from 
Connecticut. 
Mr. President, 
intended when I began. 
this controversy with the Senator 
necticut; he began it himself. 
before, my first speech 
motion. no word of reference to himself 
that I can remember atall ; and Ihave looked 
over the Globe since he began to speak this 
morning and I can find no word of reference 
to him. I said nothing that was intended for 
him ; but he afterward referred to me in lan- 
guage that was gross and unprovoked, and after 
I replied to him he comes here this morning 
like a young gentleman slightly under age, 
and makes his plea that I had attacked him. 
No, sir; I did not begin it, and when theSena- 
tor beginsan attack, an unprovoked and unjust 
attack, while I have the strength and the truth 
on my side he will find me ready to respond. 
So far as his general sentiments are concerned, 
expressed here this morning, leaving out what 
he lugged in about the Declaration of Inde- 
endence, I abhor them. I abhor the spirit of 
ig argument. It is the argument that begot 
the rebellion ; it is the argument that justifies 
it. The spirit of the rebellion breathes through- 
out his entire speech. __. 
A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. Luovp, its Chief Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
1293) to enforce the rightsof citizens of the Uni- 
ted States to vote in the several States of this 


I have spoken longer than I 
I did not commence 


As I said. 


from Con- | 


yesterday against his | 


who had taken an oath before | 


| tude, 


; are disfranchised and not allowed to hold seats 


was intended to eradicate and has to a certain 
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Union who have. heretofore been denied that 
right on account of race, color, or previous con- 
dition of servitude, in which the concurrence 
of the Senate was requested. ; 

Mr. SUMNER. should like to have the 
bill which has jast come in from the House 


read. l 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I was about to inquire | 
if it would he printed as a matter of course | 
without any motion, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be printed 
after it is submitted by the Chair, It has not 


yet been. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1298) to enforce the 
rights of citizens of the United States to vote 
in the several States of this Union who have 
heretofore’ been denied that right on account 
of race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. STEWART. I move that it be printed, 
and lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut and the Senator from 
Indiana somewhat dispute between themselves 
as to which of their positions and speeches 
here best guit what both designate the south- 
ern rebels, The Senator from Indiana, if he 
desires to resurrect the doctrine of State rights, 
if he desires to resurrect the doctrine of seces- 
sion, if he desires to resurrect the doctrines 
which he says he abhors so much, has made 
just the speech on this occasion to produce 
that effect. 

Mr. President, if all the southern white men 


on this floor or upon the floor of the other 
House, if ba fa not permitted to sit on the 
bench of the United States courts, if they are 
not permitted to be consuls, if they are not 
permitted to be foreign ministers, if they are 
not to look to this Government for any of its 
rewards, ambitious men in the States, men 
who desire to have a voice in the formation of 
the laws and public affairs, have but one place 
to look to, and that is to their own States. If 
they are denied the right to. be heard on this 
floor, then they must be permitted to go, and 
they will go, to a place where they can be 
heard; and that is to the Legislature of their 
own State, to the judiciary of their own State, 
and to those theaters for the exhibition of their 
powers, for the exhibition of their faculties, 
and for the outlet of their desire to take part 
in public affairs. . 

Now, what can contribute more to drive the ‘ 
affections, the wishes, and the hopes of the 
people of the southern States from the United 
States than to say to them, ‘‘ Although you 
are citizens of this Government, although you 
pay taxes for the support of this Government, 
although you must bear arms in its defense, 
one great right which belongs and ought to 
belong to every citizen is denied to you; and 
that is the right to be a Representative of your 
people, the right to make the laws which you 
are required to suppor and obey, and the right 
to haye avoice in the legislation of your coun- 
try, and a share in its honors and emolu- 
ments.’? The natural effect, the inevitable 
effect of that will be to drive all the young, 
ambitious men to the only theater which is 
open to them; it will cause to revive in their 
bosoms that old feeling of State rights, that 
old love for State. sovereignty which the war 
degree crushed out. . i f 
Can the man in the Soath who is unable to 
have a seat on this floor have the sameregard 
for the Government as the man who is allowed 
the emoluments and the privilege of aiding in 
the administration of the affairs of the nation? 
Can he have the same feeling for it that he 
would have if he were allowed to come forward 
and takea share in public office, public debates, 
public legislation ? Undoubtedly he cannot. 

Mr. President, surely the natural result of 
this course will bethat every man in the South 


will look, not to this Government, but to his ii 


State, with reverence and love, as the place 
which is to honor him, the laws and history of 
which he has studied and understands, the 
offices of which he has filled and of the tradi- - 
tions of which he is proud. These are the 
things which attach a citizen to his country, 
and the country which denies these things to 
its citizens rejects their love. 

It is not only the case with the present gen- 
eration, but with the rising generation; for if 
my son should say to me, ‘* Why are you not 
a candidate for Congress; why are you not 
upon the bench of the court; why are you not 
a foreign minister; why are you nota consul ?”’ 
And I would reply, ‘' Because, although I am 
a citizen of the United States, I cannot hold 
office without taking what is called the test- 
oath; I am not permitted to do it.” What do 
you plant in the heart of that boy? Do you 
plant there affection, the love for the old flag, 
for the United States? No, sir; you plant in 
his bosom the seeds of inextinguishable hatred 
toward that Government which disfranchises 
the person most dear to him. The child will 
not stop to reason; he will not stop to think 
whether or not his father was right or wrong ; 
he knows that the man h@.reverences most on 
earth is by this particular Government dis- 
franchised and kept out of all participation in 
governmental affairs ; and his affections, his 
regard, his patriotism do not go to that Gov- 
ernment, but to the one by which his father is 
permitted to take pet in public affairs. 

Mr. President, I do not think that the peo- 
ple of the North understand or have ever under- 
stood the feelings, the ideas, and the desires 
that animated the southern people in the late 
struggle. We have a complex form of gov- 
ernment; we have State governments and we 
have the United States Government. The peo- 
ple of the South and many people in the North 
were educated long ago, from the very founda- 
tions of the Government up to the period of the 
war, to believe that they did not owe any alle- 
giance to the United States; that they owed 
obedience merely to the laws of the United 
States; that their State was the government to 
which they owed allegiance; their State was 
to them the government to which their hearts 
should go out. To them the Constitution of 
the United States was merely a compact by 
which was created an agency to enable the 
several States to carry on foreign relations and 
other matters of that sort; that it was not a 
Government in the sense we now understand 
it, but an association of States for the purpose 
of carrying out a certain class of powers best 
exercised by it and not by the States. The 
allegianee of the people, as they understood 
and then felt, was due to the State and to the 
State only, and when the question came to 
those people of siding with the United States 
or siding with their State, it was a question not 
of rebellion against the United States with 
them, but of rebellion against their own State. 

In taking sides with their own State they did 
not think they were rebelling against lawful 
authority. Onthe contrary, their idea was that 


' any other-course would be a course of rebellion 


against the power to which, and to which only, 
they owed their allegiance. That being the 
case, that being the feeling which animated a 
large part of the people both North and. South, 
and much the larger part South, the term 
t rebel” in the offensive, in the criminal sense 
in which it is attributed to them has no appli- 
cation. They resisted the power of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States; they resisted 
its authority; but they resisted it for the pur- 
pose of sustaining and upholding the govern- 
ment to which they thought their allegiance 
was due, and which they thought it was rebel- 
lion to resist. 

Therefore, I say, Mr. President, that the 
criminal intent which belongs to the term 
“t rebel,”” as used on this floor and elsewhere, 
did not adhere to the people of the South, or 
most of them. In the sense of resisting the 
United States Government, undoubtedly they 
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were in that respect technically in rebellion ; | carry gut in good faith the republican form of 


but in the sense of criminal intent of resisting | 
the government to which they owed allegiance | 
they were not in rebellion. Sy Ul 
In most European countries, taking them | 
for illustration, nobody disputes the authority 
of the reigning sovereign; no subject of Great... 
Britain disputes the fact that Victoria is the.; 
rightful queen of that country ; that to her his , 
allegiance is due, Ifhe undertakes to subvert. 
her Government, expel her from the throne, . 
set up another sovereign there, he does it | 
knowing that he is attacking, seeking to over-. 
throw the only Government to which he owes | 
any allegiance. There isno divided allegiance | 
there, no question of whether it is this Govern- |i 
ment or that to which he owes allegiance. . In. li 
that case it is a simple question of rebellion f 
against what he himself admits to be the cou- | 
stituted and regular Government of his coun- | 
try. . ak 
“Bat here in our case is a divided allegiance. . 
Here are two governments, both of which the 
citizen lives under, and whena question of con- 
flictcame between them every citizen washound _ 
to elect between them ; he was bound to ask 
himself, ‘t Which of these now must I support? 
On which side must I go? Do. my duty, my. | 
honor require me to side with the United States; į! 
or do my duty and my honor require me to 
side with the State in which I. was born, in 
which I live, and to which I owe allegiance ?”’ || 
That was the question every man had to ask | 


himself; every man. had to decide for him-.:, 


self; and those who believing conscientiously, «: 


believing in their very heart of hearts, believ- 
ing as much as they could believe anything on . 


earth that their allegiance was due to the State 
of Virginia or to any other southern State, had 
but one choice to take, and that was to go with.: 


the government which they believed was theirs; |, 
to support the State to which they owed alle- | 
giance. They exercised that choice conscien- 


tiously and maintained it with valor and honor. | 

Now that the contest is over, now that the |, 
doctrine of secession is buried, now that the 
doctrine of nullification is buried, we of the || 
Scuth have no idea of undertaking to disturb. | 
this Government. We desire. to. make this 
Union great and glorious ; but we wish it to be |; 
freealso. . And ahitawe are perfectly satisfied .| 
that the right course to pursue is, to remove 
everything that makes a distinction between a 
southern man and a northern man, to remove 
everything that makes a distinction between a 
so-called rebel and a so-called loyal man, we 
do not think that the Union can ever be made | 
perfect, ever be made a proper Union, ever be ` 
a Union of séntiment, ever A a Union of feel- | 
ing, until that is done. To have a Union of | 
States it is not merely necessary to restore the 
States to the Union, but in order to have a. 
Union of States you must have a Union of. 
equal States, a statute-book free from laws of 
discrimination, upon which nothing is to be | 
found that makes one man worse than another. ` 

We have had on this floor and every where else. 
denunciations of caste, and the very men who | 
denounce caste are establishing an order of. 
pariahs, men who shall be as much outcasts, 
against whom every man is entitled to point 
the finger of scorn, men who are to be denied 


every political right, just as much as pariahs 
of India. While they seek to remove one class 
of men from what they call the degradation of 
caste, they seek to impose the same thing upon 
another class. ae 

I am content that caste, so far as the colored 
man is concerned, shall be utterly and entirely 
abolished. .I am content that he. shall have 
every political right; I agree that he shall 
vote, that he shall hold office, that he shall be as 
free as the white man; but I am not content, 
if I can help it, that the white man should be 
less frée than the colored man. . Iam not con-, 
tent that while you destroy caste as to one, you 
shall make it ås to another. And when that 
is done, the Government that does it is not the 
Government which is going to execute and 


government to which we belong. ; 

Mr. President, this particular bill under con- 
sideration. is entitled ‘‘ A bill tọ enforce the 
fifteenth. amendment.” The fifteenth amend- 
ment itself authorizes Congress to enforce it by. 
appropriate legislation, and I, for one, have no 
o echon whatever to having an appropriate, 
bill passed for the purpose. But this bill is 


;, Neither appropriate for that nor for any other 


purpose ; and it has in it one feature that ought 
to taint, and does taint any legislative measure 
in which it is contained ; thatisa feature which 
holds out toa fallen people the profits to be 
realized from turning informers. it willrepro-. 


(| duce Titus Oates all over the country. Thisis. 


a bill really of bribery, holding out to the people 


all over the country rewards to be obtained by | 


becoming informers, rewards to be obtained 
and money to be madè by watching the polls, by 


i seeking to entrap men, by using the power given 
to them by this law for the purpose of putting | 


money into their own pockets and punishing 


, and vapore maniirg any one against whom they 
i 


are willing to swear. : , 
Every nation, and especially every great 
nation like ours, should legislate to improve 
and not to degrade the morals of the commu- 
nity. We have United States lawsand we have 
State laws punishing murder, forgery, and 
counterfeiting the coin and the paper money 
of the country. .Forall these high felonies we 
have statutes upon our books; but in none of 
them do we consider it, worth while or proper 
to hold.out rewards to men to become inform- 
ers. ‘his whole bill is filled up with provis- 
ions by which some men may make money out 
of somebody else by becoming informers under 
its provisions. Auy man who is greedy enough, 
who isso lost to a sense of honor, who wants 
to put $500 in his pocket, has the means of 
doing it provided for him by this bill. ` 
Now, let us see whether that is not literally 
its effect. The third section of the bill provides 
a mode by which a man whois denied the right 


to vote may vote, notwithstanding he has not 


been registered. It reads as follows: 


That whenever, by or under the authority of the 
constitation and laws of any State, or the laws of any 
Territory, any act is or shall be required to be done 
by any citizen as a prerequisite to gaalify or entitle 
him to vote, the offer of any such citizen to perform 
tha act required to be done as aforesaid shall. if it 
fail to be carried into ‘execution :by reason of ‘the. 
Wronet -aet or omission aforesaid of the person or 
officer charged with the duty of receiving or permit- 
ting such performance, or offer to perform, or acting 
thereon, be deemed and held as a performance in law : 
of such act; and the person so offering and failing 
as aforesaid and being otherwise qualified, shall be 
entitled to vote in the same manner and to the sume 
extent as if he had in fact performed such act; and 
any judge, inspector. or other officer of electiox whose 
duty it is or shall be to receive, count, certify, regis-, 
ter, report, or give effect to the vote of any such citi- 
zen, who shall refuse or knowingly omit to receive, 
count, certify, register, report, or give effect to the 
vote of such citizen, upon the presentation by him 
of his afiidavit— 


Not upon the affidavit of somebody else, nor 


| upon legal proof, but upon the presentation of 


the affidavit of the party himself, he shall be 
entitled to vote. | Nor can the officer dispute 
the fact nor test whether itis true or not. No; 
but the section proceeds: . -` 

Stating suchoffer and thetime and place thereof, 
and the name of the officer or person whoge duty it 
was to act thereon, and that he was wrongfully pre- 
vented by such person or officer from performing sach 
act, 
oof of $500 to the person aggrieved thereby. ~ 

_ Now, you will observe that that section re: 
lates to things which are done in public. — 


do that duty before the world. Their offices 


are open to inspection and to the presence of ` 


everybody. Nothing can take place there that 
isnot susceptible of proof. If 1 goanddemand 


to be ‘registered, I do so in the presence of | 


other men who are there for. the same pur- 
pose. If I am refused I can easily take wit- 
nesses there and make the demand in their 
presence. While there is that opportunity of 
proving the fact this law repels that sort of 
legal and impartial proof. It does not require 


shall for every such offense forfeit and pay the 


The. 
registrars who take the votes are men wno mast- 


the party to produce evidence, but in lieu of 
that it only requires him to make his own affi- 
davit touching facts he could establish by per- 
haps twenty-five or fifty, or may be five hun- 
dred persons. The offer of registration is 
entirely susceptible of proof; it can hardly be 
made except in the presence of witnesses, and 
yet that sort of impartial evidence is not only 
not required, but is absolutely repelled by the 
provisions of this bill. : 
. But this is not all, sir. _ It would seem to be 
proper that an officer who is to be punished 


‘| for misdemeanor, to. be fined and imprisoned, 


and made to pay a large sum of money to the 
party aggrieved, should have some opportunity 
of contesting the charge against him. It would 
not seem to be right that he should be com- 
pelled to pay a sum of money to the aggrieved 
person, that he should be compelled to pay a 
sum of money to the country, that he should 
be made to languish in prison, without some 
opportunity at least to contest the fact whether 
or not he has been guilty of the act complained 
' of. This bill does not give him that oppor- 
tunity.. This bill makes the affidavit of the 
party considering himself aggrieved absolute 
| evidence of the fact, and does not allow the 
officer accused any right to contest it. If an 
action is brought in a court against an officer 
under this statute, all thatthe party is required 
to do in order to recover is simply to produce 
his own affidavit that he had on a certain day 
applied to the registrar and had been denied 
registration. That would entitle him under 
this bill to recover. If the officer was indicted 
for a misdemeanor, the punishment of which 
is fine and imprisonment, all there would have 
to be proved to support that indictment, and 
it could not be repelled under this statute, 
would be to produce to the jury the affidavit. 
of the party who considered himself aggrieved. 
Surely, Mr. President, such a law as that ought 
not to be passed. No law ought to be passed 
which allows a man to be fined and impris- 
oned without giving him the opportunity to 
contest the charge made against fa and yet 
this bill does that very thing. . 

The fifth section, to which the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. TuurMan] adverted yesterday, is 
the one which authorizes the issue of a writ of 
mandamus. I. really expected that the Sen- 
ator from Ohio ye y would move to strike 
out:the word “‘mandamus!’.and substitute “Æ 
pluribus unum. {Laughter.] That phrase is 
fully as applicable as the word mandamus, and. 
certainly, with the sense given to it lately on 
this floor, is much more compendious, and 
covers a great many more things. 

Then, sir, there is another section of this bill 
which contains in twelve lines more to be con-, 
demned, more fo overturn the form of our gov- 
ernment, more to unsettle the relative rights of 
the different departments of our Government, 
than was ever put in the same compass. | 
refer to the eleventh section, which provides—. 

That whenever the President of the United States 
shall have reason to believe that offenses have been— 

That is a very indefinite expression, but. here 
is something worse— 


or are likely to be committed against the provis- 
ions of this act within any judicial district, it shall 
be lawful for him, in his discretion, to direct the 
judge, marshal, and district attorney of such district. 
to attend.at such place within the district, and for. 
such time as he may designate, for the purpose of | 
the more speedy arrest and trial of such persons: 
charged with a violation of this act; and it shall be 
the duty of every judge or other officer, when any 
such requisition shall be received by him, to attend 
at the place and for the time therein designated. 
Mr. President, when was it heard of before’ 
in the legislation of this country that the Presi- 
dent of the United States was authorized to 
give a judge an order? Why, sir, the judiciary 
of the country is independent of the President. 
Do you call that an independent judiciary when 
the President of the United States, an execu-. 
tive officer, can issue his orders to a judge tell- 
ing him what to do, where to go, and when to 
hold his court? The time for holding court 
| is fixed by the law. The place of holding 
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judge to attend at that time and place; but 
this bill abrogates all that. The judge may be 
upon the bench trying cases involving vast 
sums of money, or great legal principles; | 
perhaps trying some criminal; and in the | 
midst of that trial un order comes from the | 
President to the judge to go to such a place; | 
and by the action of this bill that court must ; 
stop all its proceedings ; that prisoner must be į 
remanded to jail; those great rights must be | 
held in abeyance; attd’ the judge must obey | 
this order and must go to some place where | 
the President thinks some offense ia “‘ likely to | 
be committed.” He must go there to try än., 
offense not yet comtuitted. Hs must go there | 
to try 4 criminal not yet found. He must go 
there to try a prisoner, nobody knows who. 
He must surrender his freedom, his indeperid- 
ence, his rights a8 a judge, and make himself 
the tool, the slave of thé execative department 
of the Government. 3 

Sir, is it possible to imagine anything more 
calculated to make the judiciary not what it 
was intended to be, what it is) and what it 
should be, independent, upright, and free, but 
the perfect slave of the President? By this sec- 
tidh he can order any court in the land at any 
tite away from its place of meeting; he can 
arrest any proceeding before it, and in that 


court is fixed by law. It is the duty of d 


way interfere and set aside and abrogate all 


the action of the judiciary; and to do all that, | 


not to try a man, as I have before said, for an : 
offense committed ; not to try a man for what | 
has been done, but to be ready to try him for | 
offenses “likely to be committed.’ The #ec- 
tion does tiot provide that before this is done 
the President shall be informed properly that 
the offense has beén committed; but if from 
anonymous letters, irresponsible telegrams, 
street rumors; or anything of that sort, he has 
reason to believe that somebody in some place 
in the United States is likely to violate this 
law, is likely to try to keep some man there 
from voting, on such a suspicion as that the 
freedom of the judiciary is to be broken down 

the independence of the courts destroyed, and 
the free administration „of justice interfered 
with. But, sir; the twelfth section contains 
features equally objectionable. It provides— 


‘That it shall bo lawful for the President of the 
United States, or such person às he may empower 


for that.purpose, to employ such part of the land or; 
naval forces of the United States, or of the militia, | 


as shall be deemed necessary to provent the viola- 
tion and enforce the due execution of this act. 

' Under that section the President, if he de-. 
sires to carry an election, dan send troops to 
New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burg, Richmond, Charleston, Memphis, Louis- 
ville, Cincinnati, St. Louis, and every other 
city in the Union. Suppose he should desire 
to perpetuate his party in power, and he has 
fifty thousand men at his control; he may say, 
“I deem it necessary in the city of St. Louis 
to prevent 8 violation of this law that J, should 
send one thousand troops there.” And he 
sends one thousand troops to the city to pre- 
vent a violation of this ae: How is he to 
know of the violation of the law? By what 
sort of evidente is he to get at that fact? Who 
is to tell him? How is the thing to be found 
out? If such is found to be tlie fact, there are 
civil magistrates there to prevent it, and yet 
you put into the hands of the President of the 
United States the power by this law to control 
the elections in évéry State in the United States 
and to destroy the freedom of elections. If 
the military are to do anything in this regard, 
it is to attend the polls. It is to be there and - 
to say who shall vote, who they shall vote for, 
how they shall vote, and regulate the whole 
thing, which is properly a subject only for 
State legislation. oe dae a 

These provisions are so objectionable. that 
it scarcely seems to me possible that a legisla- 
tive body which has any respect left for the 


j 


f 


freedom of elections, for the independence of 
the judiciary, or for a free Government can 
vote in favor of the passage of such a law. 
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Mr. SAWYER. I did not intend to-enter 
into a discussion of this bill, nor of any of the 
questions which might be brought up in its 
consideration; but when I heard the speech 
of the Senator from Connecticut this morning 
and yesterday, from the beginning to the end 
of which there was nota single sentence which 
had a political bearing which did not seem to 
me to be sound Republican doctrine ; when he 
brought this morning, to show the strength of- 
his position, a volume of evidencé which can- 
not be successfully attacked or disproved ; and 
then when I heard the Senator from Indiana 
read him out of the Republican party, although 
verbally disclaiming that intention; when 
heard the Senator from Indiana say that if he 
thought as ihat honorable Senator did, he 
would go to the other side of the Chamber and 
take a seat among our political opponents ; 
when I reflected that in saying that to the 
honorable Senator from: Connecticut, he not 


only says it of him, but he says it of one half | 


at least of the Republican Senators on_ this 
floor ; and when I reflected ftirther that I be- 
lieve he saysit of four fifths of the Republican 
voters in the United States, I confess that I am 
tempted to sdy a word in reply. 

Mr. President, it has become sormhewhat the 


fashion here for certain Senators to character: j: 
ize the opinions and votes of other Senators | 
upon questions affecting the South as hostile’, 


to the Republican party when they do not hap- 
pen to be in accord with their own. 


has been very frequently done here. 
who do not agree in all particulars with the 
policy that isadvocated by certain distinguished 
Senators are characterized as tampering and 


sympathizing with rebels and traitors, ahd in- ` 
clined to regard the rebellion as no crime, but | 


as a ‘‘slight unpleasantness.”’ i i 
For one, I recognize no man’s right to réad 
me out of the Republitan party until he shows 
that I stand on ground which is not Repub- 
lican. Mere denunciation, mere assertion that 
I am acting in the interest of rebels or rebel- 
lion has no effect upon me. I feel no particu- 
lar anxiety to avoid pleasing the rebels if I 
do right and act as a Republican. I think it 
might be more wise and statesman-like if some 


Senators should remember that their chief mis-- 
sion is not to make the rebelahate them: But 


there dre some Senators here who seem ta con- 


ceive that consistency requires them so to act | 


that the rebels shail entertain toward them 
now precisely the same opinion that they en- 
tertained when the war was flagrant.: Sir, that 
is not my position. 


but let me say, Mr. President, when the war 


was flagrant I did not hate rebels, and I do not’ 


hate rebels nor anybody else now. It is not 


the mission of the Republican party to hate. 
the men who created and who carried on the 


rebellion. It was the mission of the Repub- 
lican party to suppress the rebellion; aud it 
has been and is yet the mission of the Repub- 
lican party to reorganize this Government on 
a more solid and enduring basis that that upon 
which it has ever stood before. 

- But, sit, Jet me tell the Senator from 
that the foundation upon which he would reor- 
ganize this Government, the foundation upon 


which he would reconstruct the States lately. 


in rebellion, is a foundation as unstable as 
water. The rebellion took into its vortex the 
whole southern population, with exceptions 
absolutely insignificantin number. All classes 
were bound up in sympathy with it. Every 
man, woman, and child, with, as I said, insig- 
nificant exceptions, had but one aspiration so 
far as the political situdtion was concerned ; 
and that was that the southern confederacy 
and the cause of the rebellion might triumph. 
Here and there a man of generally very slight 
political or social significance among his fel- 


lows was or professed to be a loyal man; but |; 


. hisis; 
not the first time that such a manifestation has `| 
taken place; it is not the second time; but it : 
Those || 


When the war was flagrant | 
IL hated rebellion; when the wat was flagrant, | 
to the extent of my power I resisted rebellion ;: 
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the number was so small that to carry on the 
Government in those States by their aid, and 
by their aid alone, is a proposition perfectly 
absurd to any man who knows the people. 
Sir, there is no device in mechanics or in 
philosophy that will make ten pounds be bal- 
anced by one ounce; and yet such dispropor- 
tion is there and such absurdity is there in 
supposing that the small fragmentary minority 
of the southern people who were loyal to the 
| Government during the war shall carry on and 
| administer government in those States. When 
i: the war was over, if punishment was to come, 
| then was the time that it should come. If 


I | treason was a crime and was so to be consid- 


‘ered by the country, the prosecutions should 

then have taken place, the convictions should 
, then have been secured, the punishment should 
‘then have been executed. That was the time 
fot it. But here, after five years of so-called 
peace, after all the States but one are again 
represented in the Halls of Congress, we are 
ji sttiving under the lead of Senators as distin- 
|) guished as the Senator from Indiana to admin- 
|| ister punishment by keeping up a little petty 
|| irritation, by continuing the system of political 
|| disabilities. It is the fable of the labor of the 
|; mountain—the parturition of the mouse. 

The Sénator trom Indiana talks as though 
the continuance of political disabilities would 
insure the triamph of the Republican party in 
| the South. Why, sir, the continuance of politi- 
cal disabilities simply takes out of the field of 
| candidates for office a certain number of men; 
` and if the triumph of the Republican party in 
| the South depends upon keeping out of the list 
| of possible candidates for Federal offices this 
i or that man, then let me tell that Senator and 
i the Kepublican party that they have but a 
| btoken reed to lean upon. The principles and 
| doctrines of the Republican party must be 
i; accepted by the majority of the people. That 
| is the way to have the triumph of Republican 
principles in thé South; not shutting out this 
man or that man from the possibility of being 
a candidate for public office. I can well under- 
stand the principle upon which certain men in 
the South desire to have the system of political 
disabilities continued. I well remember that 
in the old State of Massachusetts at one time 
there was a Democratic party, which its leaders 
were said to desire to keep conveniently small, 
so that there should be offices enough to satisfy 
each hungry expectant. I can well understand, 
therefore, how some men in the South would 
i| desire to keep from being eligible to public 
| office other mey; but I cannot understand how 
| a statesman on the floor of the American Sen- 
ate can deem such a proposition worth con- 
sideration. ; 

I can understand, too, that those who would 
govern these States as subject provinces, who 
would continue to keep over them the stron 
arm of powe, who would destroy the vita 
principlé of the American Republic, which is 
loval self-government, administration of local 


‘|, interests by local agents—I say I can under- 


stand how thoge who would upset all this prin- 
ciple and theory of Government, who would 
destroy this chief element of strength in. the 
American system, should advocate the contin- 
uance of that system which should hold the 
grip upon the throats of the great majority of 
the white population. That is the only theory 
i| on which I can uriderstand it; but if our pur- 
pose is to forget the war, if our purpose is to 
establish in the breasts of the southern people 
a love for the institutions of the United States ; 
if our purpose—— ; 

Mr. HOWARD, I wish to ask the Senator 
from South Carolina, if he has no objection to 
answering the question, whether he intends to 
forget the war? Ido not. 

Mr. SAWYER. I will answer that before I 
get through. Iwas going on to say thatif it is 
our purpose to strengthen the Government in 
those States, and to have a real Union, we 


must take the people of those States with all 
their infirmities upon them; we must incor- 
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porate them into the biody-politie of the Uni- || when-you tell that-largé class of met that they 


ted States, as equal constituent members. We 
must recollect that.a mah in South Carolina, a 


must have no part or lot in the administration 
of the affairs of the Government you bid them 


citizen of the United States, must be: placed || to obey and love, I say you cut off from the 


on precisely the same- platform and covered by |; Republican 


the same protection, endowed with the same 
political privileges as a man in Massachusetts 
or Michigan. If you are going to attempt to 
punish three hundred thougand—I take the 
largest number which has been spoken of here 
as under political disabilities; if you are going 
to attempt to punish three hundred thousand 
men in the southern States by continuing their 


iveligibility to Office you will punish innocent | 


men as weil ás guilty ones. © : 3 
Mr. DRAKE. Will the Senator allow me 


a word? > > 
Mr. SAWYER. Certainly. 


South now except those who held office and 


took an oath of allegidnce before the rebellion | 


to the United States and afterward engaged ih 
the rebellion: eae ee See 
Mit. SAWYER. That is one class of dib 
abilities, | pe 
Mr. DRAKE. And I challenge the state- 
ment made by the Senator. from :South Caro- 
lina as a matter of fact. ree 
Mr. SAWYER, What statement? > `. 
Mr. DRAKE. . The statement that there are 
three huadred thousahd of these meno There 
were never probably in -all the rebel States 
from the beginning to the end, from the best 
computation that the best-statisticians in the 
country can make, over forty thousand ef them 
who are disqualified in the way that is now 
referred to. meee i 


Mr. SAWYER. The Senator has not exer- © 


cised his usual critical attention, ‘I said no 


‘thousand ineligible to office under the four- 
teenth amendment. I said I took the largest 


number that had been named, and if it was : 
proposed to continue that ineligibility, when | 
l believe the | 


the Senator interrupted. me. 
Senator is very nearly correct as to the num- 
ber; but let me remind him that that number 
of forty or fifty thousand includes whom? It 
includes every member of Congress who after- 
ward went into the rebellion, every judge who 
sat on the bench (although his commission 
may have untedaied the rebellion) through the 
rebellion, every Governor ‘of a State. If it 
only took that class of men. it might: he more 
enderable; but it goes dowi, and it takes con- 
stables, sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, notaries pubtie, 
justices of the peace; members of the ‘General 
Assembly, and so on ad infinitum; it takes 
men who had no modre to do with raising’ the 


flag of secession than the Senator from Missouri | 
had. The ineligibility of tbe third clause of | 
the fourteenth amendment strikes at as many | 


men who were our friends. during the war, in 
proportion to the-wholé nimber certainly, as 
it does those whe were our enemies. os 

Bat admitting that it does affect men who 
were our enemies during’ the wat, I: ask if 


after five or six years have elapsed since the i 


surrender of the last soldier of the confeder- 
acy, since every State is admitted here but 
one, itis not about time, if we are ever going 
to forgive these men, that we:should do it? 
Now, although by implication read out of 
the Republican party by the Senator from 
Indians, my purpose is to strengthen thé Re- 
penis party in the State which I have the 
nor in part to represent here; my purpose 
is to strengthen the Republican party in the 
- United States. Ibelieve the Republican party 
is the party which has the ability to do more 
good to the country than its opponent. My 
purpose is what the Senators who differ from 
me on this point declare their’s to be, the 
triumph of the Republican party and the pro- 
tection of the citizens of the United States. 
Bat, Mr. President, when you shut out any 
one large’seetion of thé country from all aspir- 
ations for patticipation in the public offices, 


ment imposing these disabilities there still 


reflect that all: those boys and young men who 
ical opinions save those that they had absorbed 


all their lives are out off from all aspiration 
for Federal proferment and Federal office, I 


‘say the- folly of man cannot conceive a more 


blundering and stupid scheme than the scheme 


teduced to the necessity, in order to get Federal 


appointments filled, of selecting them from 


ignoratauses or rascals; and yet the Senator 


Now, I wish to do all 
credit to the men who were loyal to the flag in 


i| the southern States; I wish to give them all 
ithe praise which belongs to men who resisted 
| a current that my friend from Indiana never 

had to resist ; Iwish to give them all the laurels | 
which belong to then Far be itfrom me, who | 
. gaw their sufferings and their sacrifices through 
such thing as that there were three hundred `: 
© from the chaplet which should bind their brows. 
`: But, Mr. President, they were few in numbers ; 
as a rule they were insignificant in political : 
/ to one remark which fell from the Senator 


that terrible contest, to take one single leaf 


and social consequence; and if you attempt 
to carry on the business of government in those 
States by their agency and that of the race 
lately enfranchised alone: you will certainly 


pose to incarporate anew into the Government 
of thé United States the men who make upthe 


States lately in rebellion, you have got to tear | 


down the bars which forbid their complete 


privileges, and responsibilities of citizenship. 
Mi. HOWELL. I should like to ask, for 
info#mation, if the Senator desires to take away 


all the bars and exclusions which are put up | 
in our laws. and our Constitution against the |: 
leading rebels of thé South; if he ts in favor : 
of doing away at-once, without petition or with- | 
Gut desire on the part of these leading rebels, | 
with the disqualifications under which they 


labor; if he wants Jeff. Davis upon the same 
platform that we are in regard to this question? 
‘Mr. SAWYER. No, Mr. President; as an 


actual trith I do not want Jeff. Davis on the ! 
floor of the Senate; but let me tell the Sen- |: 
ator that the time may come when, ifthe pol- : 
icy which I suppose he would advocate pre- | 


vails, thete will be difficulty in sending any- 


body else from Mississippi but Jeff. Davis or | 
some equally geilty participant in the rebel- 


lion: 
- Mr. HOWELL. Thé policy which I under: | 


stand the Senator advocates is.a policy which 
has already been ‘tried, and, as 1 think, very 


effectually, in Tenfiessee ; and the results there, | 


I think, are such ‘results as we shall find practi- 
cally throughout the South if the policy adopted 
in ‘I'ennessee is the policy to be adopted. 

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, I shall not 
allow myself te be drawn off into a discussion 
of the ¢ondition of affairs in Tennessee, where 
this very policy of proscription, which is to-day 


party one of its great elements | 
of strength. When I reflect that in addition | 
|| to the third clause of the foutteenth amend- || 
: say that the way to keep such men as 
i rests on the statute-book the act known as the | 
‘test-oath, passdd on the 2d of July, 1864, 
-which keeps out of Federal offices practically, | 
' not, ds my friend from Connecticut said, eight 
hundred thousand men, orall but fifty thousand i 
of them, búta million men at least in the ; 
|, States lately in rebellion and in the States that | 
did not nominally go into rebellion; when I | 
t aid and abet and carry on and fight the war of 
_ > never had held an office and who had no polit- : 
Mr. DRAKE. I believe there aré:no per- | 
sous Jaboring under political disabilities at the — 


; ` of the rebellion. 

i from Indiana telis us that we can select where . 
| we will, that the fifty thousand loyal men are | 
|| amply safficient to guide the counsels of the 
| nation in those States. 


advocated here with sé much emphasis, has 
been the bane of the Republican party, where 
the Republican party began by proscribing 
every man who differed from them in opinion, 
and then met the natural consequence in retali- 
ation. I shall not, I say, be drawn off to talk 
about the Republican party in Ponien L 

eff. 
Davis off this floor is to put him on the same 
platform as to his civil and political rights as 
any other man holds, so that he may not have 


| the advantage of holding up before his fellow- 


Citizens, many of whom were just as guilty as 
he was, the grievance which he bears and which 
so many of them do not bear. I do not pro- 
pose to allow those men who did instigate and 


the rebellion the advantage over me, that they 


| can call around them their sympathizing friends 
'from the atmosphere which they had breathed | 


and say, ‘‘ Here I am not as other men; Lam, 


li five years after the war is over, a proscribed 
: man, although I have laid down my arms and 
| accepted the situation in perfect good faith.’’ 
That is one of theirchief elements of strength. 
of keeping that test-oath on the statute-book. ` 
- We are now in many localities in the South 


Give aman a grievance and he has the strength 
of two men. 

Mr. President, I agree with much that has 
been said here asto the guilt and the crime 
I would have agreed in 1862 
to the enactment of the test-oath. As has 
been said so ably by the Senator from Connec- 
ticut, there were spies all through the service 
of the Government; there were spies and trai- 
tors in Washington; there were spies and 
traitors everywhere. It was necessary to guard 
every avenue from the entrance of rebels and 
spies. But that act was passed for a temporary 
purpose. Itsérved the temporary purpose ; and 
from the time that the war closed and the 


‘| States were readmitted in the Halls of Congress, 
| it has been an evil, an unmitigated evil, noth- 
‘ ing but an evil. 
' as long as it remains on the statute-book. ` 


It will continue to be an evil 
Mr. President; I wish now to call attention 


from Indiana yesterday, which is not a néw 


: remark on this floor. In reply to the Senator 
i from Alabama, the Senator from Indiana said : 
fail.. I do not ask the-Congress of the United ` 
States to conciliate any man who has com- :. 
mitted a erime against the Government ; but | 
| I ask you to recognize the existing state of 

facts, and to remember tat if it is your pur- - 


“I say to my friend from Alabama that if the 
policy he indicates shottld be the law of this Jand, 
my opinion is that the seat which he occupies so 


; worthily and so much to my satisfaction would soon 
: know him no more forever.” 


I have heard that remark in stivstance on 


| this floor before; and I take the liberty here 


and how to say that if any Senator on this 
floor makes that remark as an indication that 


s 5 „forbid th lete | he supposes another Senator would act any 
entrante into and participation in the duties, 


differently if it. were true that he would lose 


‘his seat, if any Senator charges that the po- 


litical course on this floor of another Senator 
would be controlled by the consideration of 
the question of his reéiection, it is an asper- 
sion upon his integrity as a Senator, and. ài 
implication that he will violate his oath as such. 
When a Senator allows his official senatorial 
conduct here to be governed by such motives 
as those it is better that his place should be 
filled by another man; and let me say that I 
do not hold the ‘seat I occupy here because I 
would have sought the place which I do hold, 
nor would Í have held itor have been a cardi- 
date for it, but for the fact that. I desired to 
keep out others who were even Tess fit to be 
here than myself, and that I could select in my 


| State many men at that time who, ifit had not 


been for these very disabilities imposed by the 
fourteenth amendment would have stood on 
this floor much abler advocates of the princi- 
ples of the Republican party, much stronger 
men for the State of South Carolina, and for 
the. United States than I can ever hope to be. 
And when I get so low as to desire to exclude 
people who live in my State from eligibility 
tor public office, because forsooth there may 
be an opportunity that they will sit in the seat 
that I occupy, I beg that my friends may still 
have grace enough to keep me away from the 
Senate of the United States. I trust no Sen- 
ator will insult any other Senator on this floor 
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a 


certain policy his seat will know him no more 
here. Itis alike unworthy of those to whom 
he offers it, and of the Senator whose great | 


renown has filled this country, and who yester- | 


day made the remark alluded to. 


But, Mr. President, I did not rise to speak | 
I believe, as I said | 
when I began, that the speech of the Senator i; 


at any length on this bill. 


from Connecticut but reéchoes the sentiments 
of the vast majority of the people of the Re- 
publican party; and I believe that the acute- 


. all the purposes any one can desire. 


ness of the Senator from Indiana has in this | 


instance failed him, and that he has not suffi- - 
ciently studied the sentiments of the party of 

which he is so distinguished an ornament. 
think that when the people speak on this sub- 


hereafter by intimating that if he pursues ‘| The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


still pending before the Senate. The amend- 
ment to the amendment has not yet been 
acted on. 

Mr. HOWARD. Iam very sorry that the 
Senator from Nevada has seen fit to accept 
that amendment. 

Mr. STEWART. I think this is a very im- 

ortant bill, and I think the bill is very well. 
But without the clause which the Senator from 
Connecticut moves to strike out it will answer 
I have 
therefore consented to agree to this amend- 
ment. Before sitting down I will simply say 


` farther that I hope we shall stand by this bill 


i 


ject he will find that he era e not that : 


majority which might have t 
minority out of its ranks, but that he stands in 
a minority which may rather ask to be admit- 
ted to the orthodox platform of the party. j 
Now, Mr. President, I should like to ask the 
only representative of the race whose peculiar ' 
rights and privileges it is assumed by some 
Senators, and those who think with them, that 
they protect, what his individual opinions on | 
this subject of political disabilities and test- 
oaths are; and when I sit down I should re- 
gard it as a favor, as I have no doubt the Sen- 
ate would, if he would let us hear a voice from 
that race which represents so largely what is 
called the loyal element of the South. I would 
like to know whether his people, who know 
the South, who have lived there all their lives, 
think that it is wise for all time, or for an in- 
definite period, to keep so large a portion of 
the intelligence, the wealth, the virtue of the 
South in a condition of political slavery. I 
use the term ‘political slavery,’’ and I hardly 
need to qualify it, for every man who is not the | 
equal of another in his political relations is in 
some sense a slave. I should like to know | 
whether that distinguished Senator believes ` 
that the Republican party in the South would | 
be benefited or otherwise by the retention of 
the test-oath and the disabilities imposed by : 
the fourteenth amendment. 


sentiments are, that he will say that he would ` 
regard the protection which will be given to 

the loyal people of the South by an absolute , 
amnesty for the past as the best protection | 
that could be given them, and that in this in- | 


stance, aS in many others in history, pains | 
| sent to that course. 


and penalties, proscription, test-acts, after the 
close of a great war, are not the way to restore 
eace, 
Mr. ABBOTT. Mr. President—— 
Mr. STEWART. I wish to make an appeal 
to the friends of the bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Doesthe Senator ` 
from North Carolina yield the floor ? 
Mr. ABBOTT. Fora moment. 


Mr. STEWART. I must appealto the friends |; 
up the House bill and put the necessary amend- 
I | ments on it. 

on this bill; and although it has been sneered 


of the bill not to discuss this collateral question 
any further than is absolutely necessary. 
have attended to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut, and am willing to.agree 
to it. J believe there is no issue as to general 


amnesty before the Senate now, and I hope i 


the debate will take a different turn. 

Mr. HOWARD. Do I understand the Sen- | 
ator from Nevada to have given his assent to | 
the amendment suggested by the Senator from 
Connecticut ? 

Mr. STEWART. The amendment as modi- 
fied, striking out the last clause of the second | 
section of the amendment I first offered, Tam 
willing to agree to. 

Mr. HOWARD. That is to. strike out the 
clause ‘and shall forever be disqualified to 
hold any office of honor, trust, or profit under 
the United States or any State.” 

- Mr. STEWART. I am willing to strike out 
that clause. 


Mr. HOWARD. I will take the liberty of 


saying that I do not give my assent to that | 


amendment. 


I think, if we | 
have been rightly informed. as to what his || 


e right to read a | 


} 


‘a bill which covers the main points involved | 


| 


| 


and pass it to-night, 

Mr. HOWARD. We cannot do it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I rise to suggest that, in 
my judgment, we are wasting this whole day. 


'. The House of Representatives yesterday passed : 


in this matter, for which we all desire to vote. 
It is true I have not been able to read the 
House bill, but I know generally that it covers 


| the same ground embraced in the Senate bill. 


Now, if we shall pass the Senate bill in any 
form, and zend it to the House, the result will 
be that each House has passed a different bill 


! on the same subject-matter, and we shall be 


: further from an agreement than we were before 
, the first bill was introduced. The true way, in 


` enforce the fifteent 


my judgment, is to take up the House bill and 
make such amendments to it as will meet the 
sense of the Senate. Thus we at once ap- 
proach a conference between the two Houses, 
and may in this way finally get some bill to 
amendment. I believe 


' that a very large majority of the Senate know 
. that it is necessary to pass such a bill to meet 


` the action of opposing parties and those who 


are still governed by their prejudices. I sub- 
mit to the Senator from Nevada whether he 
had not better let us go on with the appropria- 
tion bill until the House bill comes to us. 

Mr. SUMNER. The House bill is here, 
and. it is in the same parliamentary stage as 
the Senate bill. It has been read twice. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I submit to the Senator 
from Nevada and to the Senate whether at 
this stage of the session we had not better take 
up the House bill, give the Senator from Nevada 
time to look over it carefully, see wherein it 
differs from his own, and let the proper amend- 
ments be made, and then we can pass it. 

Mr. STEWART. . I certainly cannot con- 
I do not think the Sen- 


‘ ator from Ohio should have made the sugges- 


tion until he had read both bills. I have read 
both bills, and I cannot possibly consent to 
any such arrangement. But I will suggest that 
when our biil shall have been perfected it can 
be offered as a substitute for the House bill. 
Mr. SUMNER. I wasgoing to suggest that. 
Mr.STEWART. That will be a much shorter 
way of arriving at the result than now to take 


The committee spent much time 


at, I will say that the Judiciary Committee 
spent more time upon it than upon almost any 
other bill that has ever been presented to the 
Senate; and I undertake to say that it can be 
defended in whole and in all its several parts 
when it is understood. Of course, when it is 
not understood, and when something else is 
talked about, the Senate will be slow in arriv- 
ing-at a result.. But if we can get the Senate 
to talk about the bill, and proceed to its con~ 
sideration properly, we shall very soon dispose 


of it. nS d 

Mr. SHERMAN.. I still adhere to the sug- 
gestion I made. In order to expedite the mat- 
ter you have got to base the action of the Sen- 
ate on the House mi 


passed the House and come here. Ifthe Sen- 


“i ator should propose to take up the House bill 


a single objection would put it over to-day. 
Mr. SUMNER. Not at all. It has been 
read twice to-day. 


because it has already | 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Butit cannot be read the 
third time. 

. Mr. SUMNER. Itis in the same condition 
with the Senate bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well; it cannot be 
read the third time to-day. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then the Senate bill can- 
not be read the third time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It can, because it was 
read a first and second time some days ago. 
Nor does the suggestion of the Senator from 
Nevada now meet the difficulty, if we go on and 
preau Senate bill in ignorance of the House 

ill, as we are now, because it has not been laid 
upon our tables and printed. Now I ask the 
Senator, whether it would be wise to submit 
these questions, on a controversy between two 
propositions distinct from each other, toa com- 


‘ mittee of conference and have but a single vote 


upon their report? 

Mr. HAMLIN rose. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from North Carolina still yield ? 

Mr. ABBOTT. I have but a word that I 
desire to say, until I see what course things 
are to take on this proposition. I wish to say 
now this evening merely this: that I dissent 
from the whole modes of reasoning and the 


i| philosophy of the Senator from Connecticut 


and the Senator from South Carolina, as well 
as my friend from Alabama, in regard to this 
matter of amnesty; and if this debate is to be 


i allowed to take this course, I shall desire an 


opportunity to be heard on that subject in the 
light of experience and the light of my own 
Judgment. 
nfortunately this question of amnésty is 
not before the Senate; but it is the second 
popora of the firstamendment. The debate 
as drifted into the subject of amnesty, and is 
producing incalculable injury in the South, 
beyond all question. Why, sir, the speech the 
Senator from Connecticut made here yester- 
day and to-day will within one week be flaunted 
in every rebel paper over the South, and be 
quoted against myself and every other man 
who takes the position I do in that country. 

I do not intend to enter into an argument or 
an exposure of those miserable political falla- 
cies; but I do intend, if this debate proceeds, 
to take an opportunity to put a knife into this 
bubble and prick it, because I believe it to be 
false in all its bearings and in all its theories. 
I believe it can result in nothing but mischief 
at the present time. 

That is about all I intended to say this even- 
ing, and now I will await the course of events. 
If the House bill is substituted, so that we are 
relieved from the discussion of this subject, I 
do not know that I shall have anything to say. 
If we can get to a vote, I am always for a vote 
in the quickest way we can get at it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I want tosay a single word 
in support of the suggestion made by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio. I does seem to me that it 


| would be an economy of time, time which is 


or ought to be worth something to us, if we 
would adopt about the course that Senator has 
suggested. mre 

| have read the House bill. Ido not know 
precisely the form in which it comes here; [have 
notread it as laid on the table; but there are cer- 


; tainly some things in that bill which commend 


themselves to my judgment as better than the 
provisions in the Senate bill. It may be said 
in brief, perhaps, that it does not go quite 80 
Well, suppose it does not, and the Sen- 
ate desires to-go a little further than the House 
bill; it is competent for the Senate to put into 
its bill whatever the Senate shall see fit, and to - 
make it as much stronger as it desires, and it 
is building our work upon a bill that the House 
sends, and it is therefore, in my humble judg- 
ment, a saving of time, if it can be done. 

Mr. CAMERON. I rise with a view of 
seconding the suggestion made by the Senator 
from Ohio; and | merely desire to add that I 
am glad the subject of taking off disabilities 18 


|| not now before us, because I should like to 
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say something on that question at more length 
than I can now. ; 

Mr. DRAKE. [hope the Senator will speak 
so loud that he can be heard at least this far. 
If he is only speaking that the reporter may ! 
hear him, he talks loud enough; but. if he | 
wishes the Senate to hear him, he should talk ` 
louder. : 2 

Mr. CAMERON. It is not my misfortune ` 
that the Senator from Missouri is.so old that - 
he has not the full use of his ears. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Tee to say that I disagree with the sen- 


{ 
į 
l 


timents uttered to-day by the Senator from | 


Connecticut, for whom 1 have such high re- ' 
spect, such great regard, and-almost love, grow- 
ing out of his great services to this country. 
His words to-day were creditable to his heart, ` 


but they are injurious to the country, and not | 


creditable to his judgment. I have thought a 
t deal of this southern question. I have 
seen it in all its aspects, and I want now only 
a law which will secure to the negro the right 
to vote as the Constitution contemplates he 
shall. I was invited only last fall, in Novem- - 
ber, I believe, to go to the southern States. I | 
went to Georgia, Florida, and some other : 
States, and I found there no diaposition to 
carry out the kindness of the North toward | 
the South. The rebels of the war were rebels , 
still. Everybody treated me with kindness and | 
courtesy, as I suppose any gentleman going 
anywhere would be received and treated, but 
in every house I heard them speaking with con- 
tempt of the northern men who had gone among 
them. ‘‘The scal@wags and the carpet-bag- 


gers” were their constant theme of contempt, 4 


and everywhere were eulogies of the men who | 
had fought and distinguished themselves in the 
rebellion. They ssid that they were glad slavery 
was abolished, because they had now learned , 
that it was more profitable to them to have the ' 
labor of the negro at a cheap rate than to feed | 
him and clothe him and take care of him in sick- : 
ness and distress ; but there was no sympathy i 
for the negro. While he was a slave there was | 
no belief inthe duty of supporting the laboring | 
man. They looked upon it only as a question | 
of finance, and they were getting rich, and were | 


proud to say they were getting rich. I tell į 


you that in a few years no portion of the world | 
of the same extent will be so rich, so powerful | 
in wealth and money, as the southern States; | 
and when that time comes no man. who settles | 
among them from the North will be safe. No | 
matter how much he may yield to them now, 
even though he may get down on his knees here 
and say they are compelled to violate the law, 
orto take fools or rascals for the offices, that will 
not save him when the southerners are relieved 
from all disabilities and are allowed. to vote as | 
they did before the rebellion. `- 
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. Nyn] some | 
days ago referred to the circumstance of the | 
United States flag not being raised in Georgia | 
over the fair which I attended there last fall. It : 
is true that the authorities at the State fair, to 


i 


which others and myself were invited, had no | 
flag on the fair ground; and when its absence 
was objected to by myself and others from the 
North, they said there was none to be had, I | 


then, through a friend, had one procured and | 


offered, but it was declined. No flag of the | 
Union floated over that assemblage.. 
I believe in charity; I believe in kindness, | 

in not bearing spite, and in forgiving those who | 
do wrong. I would forgive. them when Ibe- | 
lieved they deserved it, when their hearts were 
changed, when they: felt that they had done 
wrong. When that time comes it will be time | 
enough to take off the disabilities of which they 
r complain. They think it no wrong that they 
came among us and burned the houses and 
-destroyed the fields and consumed the stacks | 
of the people of Pennsylvania. That, they say, 
was all right; but now, because they did that 


wrong, because they murdered our friends and 
relatives, and we say they shall remain out of 
the power whieh they took from themselves, it 


ia argued that we are doing: them a wrong. 
hy, sir, when I was traveling as the guest 

of the people of the South I had with mea 
servant whose skin was a little darker than my 
own,.and he was ordered out of the car in 
which I sat, though I had paid for his passage. 

| They would have driven him out if I had not 
! said to them: ‘‘ Beware; if you put him out it 
: will be done because you are stronger than he; 
- and besides, the moment that is done, I will 


| bring such power against you as this Govern- 
-| ment can bring.’ 
{| car agent on his own authority, for he said te 


? 


twas not attempted by the 


me that .it was the order of the directors 
or superintendent of the road when we left 
| Savannah. ; 

Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me 
a question? 
, Mr. CAMERON. Certainly. 
i Mr. SAWYER. . Did you inquire whether 
| the prbeuntendent of the road was a northern 
| man 
, Mr.CAMERON. Idid not inquire anythin 
‘about that. That is nothing to the point. 


have seen northern men humble themselves | 


' before the South more than southern men 
; would do. 

| Mr. SAWYER. I should like to make a 
! suggestion on this point if the Senator will 
| allow me. I can say that with regard to the 
i State of South Carolina the colored man rides 
in the same ear that the Senator or I would 
ride in, and nobody disputes his passage any- 
where in the street, in the steam rail cars or 
the street cars. That has been allowed by the 
republican government of the State of South 
Carolina. Whatever the disposition may be, 
| I know nothing; I would not deal with men’s 


i: dispositions, but with their acts. 
MERON. This was not in South | 


| Mr. CA 
| Carolina. I believe what the Senator says of 
! South Carolina is true, for the reason that the 
| negroes there have the majority. It is one 
| of the few States, if there be any at all, that 
will ever send a Republican to Congress when 
| the real South gets a chance. This was in 
Georgia. Why, sir, only the other day Gen- 
eral Lee, the head and front of the rebellion, 
received such an ovation at Portsmouth, Vir- 
ginia, as no conqueror in all history ever re- 
ceived ; that man who led all the forces of the 
rebellion against his Government; that man 


of the Government; that man who had been 
willing to take command of the Army of the 
United States; and that man now, if the South 
had the power, would be elected President of 
these United States... . . 

. Does any man here who thinks on the sub- 
ject believe that there is not an idea now in 
the southern mind that all the debt incurred 
by the southern traitors in the rebellion shall 


is more ignorant than I believe him to be. That 


some day, not far. distant from. now, if. you take 
off all the.disabilities from these people and 
allow the traitors to come here, a law will. be 
assed which will compel this Government to 
y the debt of the rebellious States. 


| people in the North willing to bow down to that 
southern power again and give them the con- 
trol of this Government as they had before. 

I had no idea of speaking on this subject; I 
had made no preparation to speak. AllI de- 
sire to say nowis that I hope. we shall pass this 
bill, make it a law. Let us do what we all 
agree shall be done, that the negro under his 
emancipation shall have. his rights under the 
law to vote as other men do; and hereafter we 
will take up the question of relieving the south- 
ern people from disabilities.. I will express 
my sentiments then; and I give my vote as I 
think an intelligent and honest man ought to 


give it. : “tee 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I do not 
rise to speak about the general question, but 


who was educated at West Point by the bounty | 


be paid by this Government? If he does he’ 
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only the precise point presented by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio as to the best method of getting 
on with the disposition of this question. I may 
be permitted to say—and I am sure everybody 
who reflects a moment will agree with me— 
that the application of this bill to enforce the 
fifteenth amendment is one that Congress is 
not to make, but the courts where justice is 
administered in a criminal way are to make 
it. Therefore it is a question peculiarly of the 
technical application of remedies to redress 
specific wrongs, to foresee them, to provide 
against them; and the result of that is that we 
cannot on the spur of the moment, at hap-haz- 
ard, as we may in general legislation, seeing 
a point broadly and providing for it, legislate 
with safety. I believe, as many Senators here 
do, that in some of the States this bill, if it 
goes into effect, will go into effect against pub- 
lic opinion, against the opinion of a major- 
ity of the judges and jurymen, and all the peo- 
ple who administer justice; and therefore, in 


‘| order to make it a success, in order to make 


it accomplish the great end we all have in 
view of securing to the enfranchised people 


|; their constitutional rights, it must be a bill 


| that in the strictest and most technical sense 
It must stand special 
demurrers, as the saying is; and in order to 
make it stand special demurrers the Judi- 
ciary Committee have labored faithfully ; per- 
haps not intelligently, but to the best they were 
able to make it reach to every possible method 
of evasion that may be resorted to. 

Now, to swap this bill off for the bill of the 
House, which from my cursory perusal of it is 
not adequate to the end, as it seems to me, 
would be a great mistake—a great mistake for 
the ends we all have in view. But you cannot 
| explain all this in a speech ; but if you could 
| sit down with any one of a dozen gentlemen in 
i this Chamber and talk it over quietly and dis- 
cuss it,and criticise, it you would see the difficul- 
| ties and the differences. We have labored faith- 
fully and strenuously, and I believe somewhat 
| successfully, to be so careful in the preparation 

of the bill we have reported, ad as far as 
human foresight could go, to make it so sym- 
metrical and self-defending as to be impossible 
to get around it. I hope the Senate will not 
' set this aside and take up, for the mere expe- 
dition of legislation, any other bill; but if any 
improvement can be suggested carefully to this 
one let us do it; let us perfect this bill and then 
substitute it for the House bill, and if there is 


idea is there in the mind of everybody; and } 


The mo- | 
ment these southern men come here as they | 
were before you will find plenty of weak-kneed | 


any point of disagreement let us settle it. 

Mr. FOWLE Mr. President, I am of 
opinion that this is the work of the Judiciary 
Committee almost exclusively, and I should 
prefer that the measure should be referred to 
them to be considered again. Nevertheless, 
I cannot release my mind from the conviction 
that this is the best day’s work that has been 
done since Joseph Holt made his immortal 
speeches in Keniucky, or since Baker spoke 
the breath of life into this nation in New York. 
I think this day’s work will never be undone ; 
| and I believe, and I believe it in the light of 
the experience which I have had, that this 
whole country, the mothers who have lost their 
sons, the wives who have lost their husbands, 
owe the Senator from Connecticut a debt of 
gratitude which will be paid hereafter. It will 
be paid in patriotism North as well as South. 
It will be paid from allsections of thecountry. 
I believe in every word he uttered; and I be- 
lieve.it from my own experience~—not that 
I love treason more, but that I love my coun- 
try better; not that I love traitors, but because [ 
love humanity; not that I love the interests of 
Jefferson Davis and Forrest, but because I love 
the rights of mankind better... I am satisfied that 
that speech ought to be circulated and spread 
before the Ameriean people, put into every 
hamletin this land everywhere; not only here, 
but it ought to go throughout the world. There 


has not been done a better day’s work in the 
American Senate for the last four years. I 
believe that every patriot here, every genuine 
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Republican who has given any assistance what- 
ever to establishing the rights df mankind 
throughout this Republic, will actord that 
honor to the Senator this morning. 

Mr. REVELS. Mr. President, I did not 
intend to take any part in this discwssion. It 
was not my desire to do so. 
for the purpose of doing so, but merely to 
explain my position and that of the State which 
Į in part represent, in regard to the question 
of general amnesty. I have been referred to 
by quite 4 number of honorable Senators who 
have already addressed the Senate on this sub- 
ject, and at last I have been called upon by 


| the 


I do not rise now ;: 


them removed. I say let the speech of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut be spread abroad through 
this land; but let the speech of the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi go hand in hand with 
it. Iam then willing to leave the question to 
propie to judge. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I gave 
‘notice this morning that when the House bill 


` reached the Senate I should move to substi- 
‘| tute it for the pending bill; and I wish to say 
| now that when Setiators have had an opportun- 


i { 
i! motion. 


ity t@ examine the tivo bills I shall make that 
I shall do it for two reasons; first, 


i. to expedite business and secure the passage 


one to define my position and that of my |, 
‘Senate proceeds with, the bill now: pending, 
` and passes it and sends it to the House, it will 
and then I will speak of that of the Republican © > 
. in the defeat of any legièlatión at this session. 


State. te A 
First allow mwe to speak of my‘own position; 


party in the State that I represent. 


I am in favor of removing the disabilities of | 
those upon whom they are imposed in the | 


South just as fast as they give evidence of 
having become loyal and of heing loyal. If 
you can find one man in the South who gives 
evidence that he is a loyal man, and give’ that 
evidence in the fact that he has ceased to de- 


- carefully examined and deliberately consid- ' h 


nounce the laws of Congress as unconstitu- | 
tional, has ceased to oppose them, and respects ! 
them and favors the carrying of them ont, lam 

in favor of removing his disabilities; and if ; 


you can find one handred’men that the same 


is true of I am in favor of removing their dis- | 


abilities. If yòu can find a whole State that 
thatis true of I am in favot of removing the 
disabilities of all its people. > 2. 7 i 

Now, my position is fully understood. - Often 
I receive petitions from citizens of my State 
asking Congress to remove theit disabilities ; 
and bow much I regret that it is not in our 


them by themselves and remove the disabilities | 


ofall of them at once. I would be glad to see 
this done, butwe can only do it. by the process 
adopted by Congress. Ae 

In regard to the State of Mississippi I have 
this to say: the Republican party, now domi- 
nant there, pledged itself to universal amnesty. 
‘That was in their platform; the speakers 
piedged themselves to it; and the Legislature 
redeemed that pledge by unanimously adopt- 
ing a resolution asking Congress to remove the 
political disabilities of all the citizens of Mis- 
sissippi, which resolution they placed in my 
hands, and made it my duty to present here, 
and which I have presented. . 

Now, I can say more, I believe, for the State 
of Mississippi than I can say for any of the other 
lately insurrectionary States. I do not know 
of one State that is altogether as well recon- 
structed as Mississippi is. We have reports 
from a great many ober States of lawlessness 


and of violencé, and from parts of States we | 
have well-authenticated reports to this effect; | 


but while this is the case, do you hear ore 
report of any more lawlesstiess or violence 
in the State of Mississippi? No; the people 
now I believe are getting along ‘as quietly, 
pleasantly, harmoniously, ahd prosperously as 
the people are in any of the formerly. free 
States. I think this is the case. I do not 
think my statement exaggerates anything at 
all. Now, sir, L hope that I am understood. 
Iam in favor of amnesty in Mississippi. We 
pledged ourselves to it. The State is fit for it. 
© Mr. THAYER. Mr. President, the Senator 


from Tennessee [Mr. Fowxet] expressed a | 


wish that the speech made by the Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. Ferry] should be spread all 


over this land, in every town and in every ham- | 


let. I say so, too; and I also wish that the 
‘speech of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Revers,] just made in this Chamber, may 
accompany thespeech of the Senator from Con- 
necticut. He, in a five minutes’ speech, has 


, presented the whole doctrine of the question | 


of the removal of disabilities. So fast as men 
‘show themselves worthy of it he would remove 
their disabilities. So say I, but no faster, and 
not until they have shdwn a disposition to have 


of some bill. I feel quite confident that if the 


excite controversy there which will eventuate 


Manifestly, this bill that has been reported by | 


the Judiciary Committee, and which was so 


ered, is a bill that cannot pass the Senate with- 


‘out very mahy criticisms, and without pro- | 
_ tracted discussion, for it seems to me that the 


provisións of this bill, notwithstanding the care 
that has been bestowed upon them—and I 
havé great confidence in the judgment of the 
Senator from Vermont—are open to many 
very serious objections. 

. It is possible that by its térms all protection 
to the ballot-box has been thrown down and 
all guards of its safety and purity have been 
abolished. The House bill, without utider- 


_ taking to discuss it, is a bill that is practical, i 
plain, concise, and applies to existing mis- 
: chiefs: It will reach all existing mischiefs, I 


| in the amendments. 


apprehend ; and if upon experience it be found 


}| that it is defective, if new devices for the pür- 
power to take that class of persons and put ;' 


pose of evading the fifteenth amendment should 
be employed, then that bill can be amended ; 


| but itis necessary now that there should be 
| some legislation upon the sttbject to enforce 
i the. fifteenth. amendment. 


Coutts with Dem- 
ocratic proclivities'are deciding in some of the 
| States of this Union that the fifteenth amend- 
| ment îs not in force for the reason that it con- 
templates legislation, and before legislation by 
Congress it does not take effect, and therefore 
colored men are extluded from the exercise 


‘| of the right to vote. 


On that account, as well as many others, it 
| is absolutely necessary that there should be 
some legislation oh this subject without any 
éonsiderable delay; and I think that is an 


ered, if it should be amended it will go back 
|! to the House, ant the sitmple question then 
will be whether or not *he House will concur 
Bat if we proceed with 
the Senate bill it must be subjected to discus- 
sion, séction after section, and after it has 
passed it goes to the House, and then is re- 
‘ ferted to some committee, and it must be con- 
sidered in committee, and no doubt will be 
amended in the Howse, and then comes back 


i to the Senate; and with the shortness of time 
i and the necessity for haste, it seems to me that | 


our true polidy is to take the House bill, and 
if itis necessary to amend it, do so; but make 
that the basis of ouraction. To-morrow morn- 
ing I shall propose that. 


|? Mr. DRAKE. “Ms. President, I presume 
| that I but express the sentiment of many, when | 


I say that the debate to-day has been one of 
an extraordinary character. [do not propose 
to prolong it much. What I have to say can 
be said in a few minutes. 3 

I wish tó recurto one or two historical facts. 
The fourteenth article of amendment to the 


by a resolation adopted on the 16th of June, 
1866; the proclamation of its ratification oc- 
curred on the 28th of July, 1868, more than 
two years after its proposition. The third sec- 
tion of that amendment disqualifies mèn for 
office simply ; takes away from them no polit- 


ical franchise, but simply denies them the right 


object not to be overlooked. ‘It is manifest |! 
that if the House bill is taken up and consid- | 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


i 


| 


| 


|! 


i 
t 
i 


to hold office where, in order to hold olfice 
they had taken an oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and afterward 
engaged in rebellion. 

Now, sir; we find the Senate engaged at this 
time; before that provision has been in force 
two years, in discussing whether it shall not be 
sweptaway entirely. There are Senators here, 
not, as we should expect, over among the Dem- 
oerats, but among the Republicans, who are 
not willing to let this exclusion from office 
stand as long as it took this country to estab- 
lish it. Mr. President, it strikes me that that 
i discloses a very extraordinary condition of 

things. Sir, this mountain labored for two 

‘years one month and twelve days to bring 
forth a ridiculous little mouse that these Re- 
. publican Senators do not want to have live as 
long after its birth as it took to bring it forth. 

Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow 

` me one question? Ido not wish to interrupt 


im. 
Mr. DRAKE. Put the question, sir. 
Mr. SAWYER. I was going to ask the Sen- 
- ator if we do not nullify that amendment every 
time we pass a disabilities bill; and ifthe ob- 
ject of that amendment is entirely in this third 
clause, if there are not great national interests 
' of vastly more importance than those affected 
by this clause? 

Mr. DRAKE. We do every day dispense 
with the operation of the third section of that 
amendment in favor of named individuals who 
have sent their petitions here to us asking us to 
relieve them ; but the Senator from South Car- 

i olina (Mr. Sawyer] and the Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. Ferry] would to-day sweep 
; away the whole:thing as to every rebel in the 


i whole southern States, if I correctly under- 
stand their position, whether the rebelsask it or 
inot. Jeff. Davis coming herewith a petition E 
be relieved from political disabilities would be 
one thing. Jeff. Davis included in a general 
| amnesty would be another thing. 


|| Sir, it is a most extraordinary sight—has the 
‘| world ever seen one more so ? —that men should 


rush in the way that these Republican Senators 
| propose to do, to confer the right to hold office 
| upon the men who waged war to destroy their 
Government and country, and upon whom they 
| by their own votes had imposed this disability 

to hold office? They do not wait to be asked, 


|| do not wait for a word of complaint, do not 


| wait for any instigation whatever. 

Sir, it is two years at least, or nearly so, I 
think, since the honorable Senator from Con- 
| necticut announced his position on this subject 
| on the floor of the Senate. We had hardly 
' gecured the ratification of this constitutional 
i amendment before he began to- express him- 
' gelf in opposition to these political disabilities ; 
` and now he comes out with fall strength and a 
fall heart to proclaim before the country the 
; doctrine that we ought for the public good to 
i put away these political disabilities entirely, 
: and admit every traitor in the land to the right 
‘to hold office. 

‘Mr. President, I have no such words to 
address to that Senator as he has seen fit this 
morning to repel when spoken by others. I 
am not his judge. But Iwill reiterate what the 
Senator from Pennsylvania said a little while 
‘ago. The Senator from Connecticut: has a very 
' feeling and sympathizing and soft heart on this 

subject.’ By possibility the softness may have 
“-gotié higher. [Laughter.] That Senator comes 
i from Connecticut. What did they know there 
| during’ the war of rebels or the rebel spirit? 


They gent their soldiers, they gave their 


money, they gave their efforts to put down the 
rebellion; but what did they know, what did 


Constitution of the United States wás proposed |; that Senator know on the field of battle, of the 


| spirit of rebelism which animated these south- 
‘ern people? Sir, no man in this country ever 
did know them except those who lived in daily 
| contact with them. I despair of ever being 
| able to convey to the minds of Senators whe 
| never were in personal contact with rebels a! 
the outbreak and during the progresa of the 
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war an idea of the spirit which animated them, 
and which, I affirm, still animates them. 
Mr. President, I could very well comprehend 


was argued on this floor to-day. -$t will-come 
back to us, not in the shape of argument, but 
in the shape of impudent and scornful assertion. 


why we should propose to make this general || There will stand Jeff. Davis again to hiss it in 
amnesty, if these rebels in the South had sent | your teeth, ‘‘ We did not ask your amnesty.” 


us any authentic information that. they had | -` 


changed their ground or their views or their 
feelings: But nothing like that is demanded 
of them by those who would make such hot 
haste to let them hold. office again. On the 


: entirely 


whether they have changed their feelings, their - 


South, ‘We take nothing from you- but the right 
to hold the offices and the political power of | 
this country ; and that ought never to be re- : 
stered to you until one of two contingencies 
has occurred: either that you show the proper 
spirit of repentance and returning loyalty, or - 
that the loyal element so strong in 
all that region that we can keep you from ex- 
ercising political power hereafter through the 
offices of the country.” ti 

Mr. President, the man who would sweep 
away the political disabilities which shut out 
rebels from these Halls of Congress, I care not 


under what impulse of magnanimity he offers » 


to do the thing, takes a position of hostility to 


Mr. FERRY. If the Senator will allow me, 
. I. understand from the Senator from Missis- 
. sippi [Mr. Revers] that his State, the resi- 

dence of Jeff. Davis, is so thoroughly reċon- 

structed. that general amnesty there would be 
propriate. We need not, there- 
fore, fear Jeff. Davis will come here from the 
State of Mississippi to occupy a seat in this 


. body. 
. Mr. THAYER. He does. not live in Mis- 


the Constitution and the nation to which he | 


belongs. You cannot admit this Trojan horse 
here without taking the disastrous if not deadly 
conseqnences, You cannot under any guise 
of magnanimity fill these seats again from the 
southern States with unrepentant and defiant 
rebels and traitars—and.such would come here 
fast enough and strong enough—without giving 
them the opportunity anew to pull down the 
lorious fabric which we. have shed so much 
flood to uphold and defend.. And yet, sir, 
this is what the Senator from Connecticut 
would do. .I donot say that he would do it 


intending hostility to his country. But, sir, I | 


say that it is a position which is inimical to | 
the Government, to the country, to peace, to 
everything that isto make this country desir-- 
able to its peaple hereafter. I seem to hear 
from all the cemeteries that surround this city 
a wail and a moan from the graves of the 
slaughtered dead at such- a proposition... 

Mr. President, it is glorious to be magnani- 
mous where magnanimity is deserved. It is 
the part of a fool to thrust. magnanimity upon 
those who do not deserve it, nay, who do not 
even ask it, but demand it as a right. God 
acts upon no such principle. -God -makes re- 
pentanee a condition of forgiveness. Divine 
wisdom teaches us to-day the lesson of our 
duty: clemency to the repentant; -a closed 
. door, as to office, to the unrepentant. ` 

Bat, oh, the -haleyon days that are to follow 


general amnesty! All areto-be-brothers-again | 


in the South.. Sir, where is the evidence of 
it? Where is the firat tittle of evidence:to show 
that this universal amnesty will appease the 
rebelism in a single rebel’s ‘heart? There is 
no evidence of it whatever. They have never 
` gent us: a word. here—attend' to it, Senators— 
they have never sent us'a word ‘to indicate 
that they were anything bot rebels yete: They 
never will send-it; and yet we areto rash to 
them with the unsolicited ‘boon of amnesty of 
‘all ‘their hideoes “crimes, and have them; in 
return, when they swartn into these seats again, 
as they will, point the finger of scern -at us 
‘and ‘tell us, **We never asked: you: for your 
“amnesty; we never believed ‘ourselves the ob- 
jects of ainndéty ; we had aright 10 rebel, and 
Ħ wasiright in ws to dogo: Eamtold that 
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li men; specially : 


l: office. 
li Senator from South Carolina intimated in his 


|! me, {T think ke must-have misp 


: sissippi now, but in Tennessee. 
Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, the Senator 


from Connecticut has disclosed the length of |: 


- his vision. It does not go as far as a fellow in 
North Carolina answered to a gentleman who 
was.traveling there and asked him how far it 
was to another place. The country fellow 
answered, ‘‘It is three screeches and a right 
smart go-by.’’ fLaughter.] That was the way 
that they had in the hills of North Carolina-of 
telling how far it was to any place. It was 
t‘ three scresehes ;’’ that is, three times as far 


i as a man’s voice could be heard, and “‘aright |: 


` smart go-by’’ beyond that.. The gentleman’s 
vision does not extend beyond the length of 
| one screeeh. [Laughter 
` at the future. 
| orable Senator is only calculating what is going 
| to happen here during the remainder of his 
' senatorial term, whieh will expire on the same 
' day with. my-ewn,' Jass thea three years from 
now. ae 


I do not say that I eee any further than that 


I am trying to eee w 


J t my country is 
see what great 


and wide-spreading tree of liberty aad human 


| rights is to spring from the three hundred | 


. thousand bloady graves of our fallen ‘heroes. I 
' am not looking to see how rebels shalt get into 
i am not looking to see how, as the 


' .remasks, the South is to be appeased. J am 


i; not. locking to.see. how rebels: may be made to 
| love me for my sentimental magnanimity. Sir, 
| we have plenty of them in-my own State, aud 
| they have mever loved me, ead Iso not snp: | 


pose they ever will, - hey never forgive Unien 
Hadiedls, until they, ave re- 
' -pentéd of their treason to their.canitey. When 
| they reach that point--which very few ‘of them 
ever do—the way is open for them to lave me 


jand for me to love them..- _. 


Mr. SAWYER. : df the Senator will allow 
ndeastood. what 
I said, if he supposes that I gave witerance to 
| -any sentiment with regard to placating rebels, 
| or baving-them love me.’ I-did not so.under- 
stand myself. ey be tte Te ag : 

Mr. DRAKE: -1 amrather inclined to- think 

' that that is not:the only pasticnlar in:whichbhe 


ilshoworable Senator from South Carolina did 


hot understand himself. :[Laughter.}. Sit, I 
| look atthe drift.of Akis debate. J see what it 
-means.-: I see tbat it means toappease rebels, 
to throw a:sop:to:them inthe shape of office ; 
to give them leave to dill eveny office, from that 
of constable to that. of: President-of the Uni- 
ted States. Sar, why should this be done? 
Did we adopt the fourteenth: amendment less 
than two years ago to: make ennselees con- 
itemptible an éhe eyes of -the world -by sweep- 


:adoption? Shall the :lopal men of this netion 
‘labor and struggle for more than two years .to 
putan: amehdment én ithe Constitution of the 
: country, and-then indessthantwe:years sweep 
itaway? dsthatall-the life that a eonatite- 
tional amendment ‘should 
-of the countsy?:..‘ f 


thing likeas.much asi bave-daid. I express 


. Mr. President, ddid not- intend to say any- 
l-myint ‘Plainly on: this sabject. I know from 


.] He does not look |; 
My impression is that the hon- | 


I am looking to the future as well as I can. | 


Senator does; but Iam trying to look into the |: 
| future. 
|: to be hereafter. I am trying to 


ting it away ia less than two years after its || 


shave “for the goad 


actaal contact and experience with rebels what 
they will do when they get into the offices again. 
Sir, what will be their reverence for the oath 
of office that they take? They violated it once 
before; will they keep it any better when you 
let them back here? What right have you to 
expect that they will? Have we not pure men 
enough in this country, black and white, whose 
souls are not stained with perjury, nor their 
hands with the blood of patriots, to fill these 
seats, that we must invite rebels and traitors 
to crowd in here and thrust out loyal men? 
Other Senators may do this thing; but, sir, 
while I have my mind, and while it views this 
| matter in the light it now does, you can take 
‘all I have before you ean take my vote for 
such a proposition. 

Mr. HOWARD. I do not rise to discuss 
the question of amnesty, nor any of the par- 
ticular provisions of this bill. I perceive, how- 
: ever, that there is not a perfect agreement 
among Senators as to the propriety of pro- 
ceeding further at this time in the discussion 
of the bill, and I think it would be safer for 
: ourselves, and perhaps for the measure which 
i we may have in contemplation, that we should 
n suspend this discussion just about at this point 
: of time. I therefore move that the Senate pro- 
i ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
| Mr. STEWART. I hope that will not be 


done. 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
i| Michigan moves that the Senate proceed ‘to the 
consideration of executive business. 
` Mr. STEWART. I call for the yeas and 
nays. l 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 
| Mr. RAMSEY. There are a great many 
| nominations that ought to be disposed of. We 
can go into executive session and dispose of 
|: them, and them come out again. : 
| Mr. STEWART. If we go into executive 
|, Session we shall not come out again. © 00 
The question being taken by pe and nays, 
i resulted—yeas 31, nays 20; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Brownlow, Buckingham, Casserly, 


Chandler, Cole, Davis, Drake, Fenton, Ferry; Ham- 
ilton of Maryland, Hamiltonof Texas, Hamlin, Har- 


‘ris, Howard, Howall, Johnston, Kell Creery, 
Patterson, Pratt, Ram ey, Revels, One, rane, 
Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, 


WERE SO oss. Carponter, Corbett, F 

| YS — Mesars.. Carpenter, rbett, Flanagan, 
| Fowler, Gilbert, Harlan, Howe, Morrill of Maine, 
Morton, Nye, Osborn, Pool, Rice, Robertson, Saw- 
| yer, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, and Wil- 


liams—20. . . 
ABSEN T Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Anthony, Bay- 
‘ard, Boreman, Cameron, Cattell, Conkling, Cragin, 
Edmunds; Lewis, McDonald, Morrill of Vermont, 
Norton, Pomeroy, Saulsbury, Schurz, Scott, Sher- 
man, Warner, and Wilson—21. Fale cents 
So the motion wasagreed to; and the Senate 
-proceadad to the consideration of. executive 
business. After some time spent therein, the 


-doors werereopaned,and the Senate adjourned. 


_ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ` 
oo... Twuspay, May 17, 1870.0 00 oon 
The House met at twelve o'clock m: Prayer 

by the Chaplain; Rev. J. G. BUTLER. `- ` 
The Journal .of yesterday was read and 

approved. 


|; IMPEACHMENT OF JUDGES. > 

‘Mr. JULIAN., ask leave to present, and 
have referred to the Committee on the J ndi 
the 
the 


have them 
referred under the rule, 98, have a right to do. 


be es 


. Steuben-to record our votes on the: 
|. the .bill passed yesterday in relation to the 
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rights of citizens in the States. We were absent 
by order of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot enter- 
tain that request under the rule. The excuse 
would have been sufficient. had the gentleman 
come in after the last name on the roll was 
called and before tae result of the vote was 
announced. 

Mr. COX. The committee were not in a 
condition to do that. 
The SPEAKER, 

{ Laughter. ] bY 
Mr. WOODWARD. Although notappointed 
on the committee originally, the committee 
took me with them, so that I was not here 
when the bill was put on its passage. Had I 
been here I would have voted “no.” 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
how they would have voted in the. condition 
they were in yesterday had they been here. I 
would like to know how they would vote in 
the condition they are in now. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GETZ. I was absent with the com- 


The Chair regrets to hear 
it. : 


mittee yesterday.. Had I been here I would | 


have voted “no” on the bill of the gentleman 
from Obio, [Mr. Biycaam.).. | ps 

Mr. JOHNSON. I also was'absent- at the 
ceremonies yesterday. I desire to‘say that if 
I had been here I should have voted ‘‘no’’ on 
the bill already referred to. ` 


SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT AT MORRISTOWN. 


Mr. HILL. J ask unanimous. consent: to |i 
introduce for consideration at the present time |, 


a joint resolution donating condemned cannon 
to the Soldiers’ Monument Association of 
Morris county, New Jersey. i 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will 


be read, after which there will be an oppor- |: 


tunity for objection. TE 

The joint resolution was read., It author- 
izes the. Secretary of War, to furnish. to the 
Soldiers’ Monument Association of Morris 
county, New Jersey, four, pieces of condemned 
cannon. and fifty cannon balls, to be placed 
about the monument to be erected at Mowe: 
town, the county seat of said county. 

Mr: MAYNARD. Does this proposition 
come from the Committee on Military Affairs? 

TheSPEAKER. It-does not. The gentle- 
man from New Jersey (Mr. Hii] asks unani- 
mous consent to introduce it and put it on its 
passage at the present time. `. 
. Mr. MAYNARD. Unless the joint reso- 
lution is to go to, the Committee on Military 
Affairs I must object to its introduction. We 
have.been giving away a great many of these 
cannon: We do not know how many more 
there are. ' ‘a : 

‘Mr. HILL. There are plenty of them. I 
inquited at the War Department the day be- 
‘fore yestérday. i . imi 
. My. MAYNARD. I-cannot consent to let 
the resolution go through without consideration 


by abe appropriate committee. 


_ for reference? > . bp othe 
Mr. HILL. No, sir; I withdraw it. 
ISLAND INSTITUTE. | 


Mr. FERRY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
„duced a bill (H. R. No. 2046) granting the use 
of a public reservation in the tity of Washing- 
ton to the Island Institute; which was read a 
“firs} and second time, and referred to the 
Committee for the District’ of Columbia. 

_ Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
votë by which the bill was referred; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. A 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
AMERICAN COMMERCE. ` 

Mr. ALLISON. ` Icall for the regular order. 
- The SPEAKER: The regular order: being 
‘called ‘for, the morning hout now begins.» The 
‘House résumes ‘the consideration of the bill 
reported by the gentleman from: Maine [Mr. 


Lysen] from the select Committee on the 


Gentlemeb have told us |; 


ER. Does the gentleman from ||. 
New Jersey desire to introduce’ the resolution | 


| 
| 


| of Hon. H. V 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 17, 


Cause of the Decline of American Tonnage, 
being House bill No. 1889, to revive the nav- 
igation and commercialinterests of the United 
States. In pursuance of the arrangement 
agreed to last Thursday by unanimous consent, 
the morning hour this morning will have seven- 
! teen minutesadded to it. ‘The gentleman from 
| New York [Mr. Woop] is entitled to the floor. 
| Mr. LYNCH. Before the gentleman from 
' New York [Mr. Woon] proceeds with: his 
remarks I wish to give notice that I-shall call 
for a vote upon this bill next Thursday. 

Mr. ALLISON. I trust the gentleman from 
Maine will reconsider that determination. It 


this important measure. 


Mr. LYNCH. On 


| I suppose that is as much time as the House 
cares to give to the subject at this stage of the 
session. I will say to the gentleman from 
lowa [Mr: ALLIson] that I do not intend to 
| occupy more than fifteen minutes of the clos- 
ing hour to which I shall be entitled, and I 
shall be willing to yield to the gentleman all 
the remainder of my time if he desires it, or 
probably he can obtain a full hour in his own 
right.: ; 
Mr. MUNGEN. 
i New York goes on with his speech I ask him 
to yield to me that I may offer a resolution. 


rise to debate.. : 


: to offer the following resolution.: f 
Whereas the following article, over the signature 
an Aernam, Commissioner of Pensions, 
is going the rounds—. . nA 
Mr.:WOOD.. I cannot yield for that reso- 
lution, aa it will doubtless lead to debate. - 
Mr. MUNGEN. Let it be referred to the 
Committee on. Pensions. ee 
Mr. MAYNARD. I must object unless the 
resolution he read. 
Mr. WOOD. -1 
purpose. o oon. Bae Pee E 
|. The SPEAKER, The. resolution is not 
before the Houses. bs ee 
Mr. WOOD. : Mr. Speaker, the . question 
before the House is one of absorbing public 
interest. It is a subject of direct practical 
importance to the Atlantic and Pacific sea- 
boards, to the internal industries of the coun- 
try, which. seek a foreign market for their 
products, and to the thoughtful consideration 
| of the legislator and the statesman. In ap- 
| proaching its:discussion I am conscious of my 
| inability; ` Bo many questions arise, each of 
| importance, and more or: less connected with 
and dependent upon each other, that ‘I shrink 
| from the attempt to present them intelligently 


decline to yield for that 


suggestion and proposition. lager REONT 

First, let me address myself to'a poptlar 
-error which assumes the decadence of. Ameri- 
‘gan. foreign’ commerce. 
_of complaint that: these commercial interests 


-is a rapid deeline in American ‘commerce. 
So frequently has this been of late stated by 


jon, and aceepted as trye bythe American and 
European mind. . But such is not.the fact. 
Our commerce is not on the decline. Atno 
period within our history has it been in a better 
condition. I make this statement without fear 
of successful contradiction.: It is based upon 
official data, and: :comprebends: both. foreign 
and domestic trade. ` Those-who haveassumed 
to the contrary have: confounded our foreign 


commerce with the carrying trade. They have 


merce and navigation. What constitutes the 
foreign commerce of a country? It is the 
aggregate of: the imports and exports of mer- 
|.chandise which together.comprise the volume 


will leave us only two hours of debate upon | 


Thursday next the bill | 
will have ran through five morning hours; and | 


Before the gentleman from | 


Itis a common topic | 


not seben the difference existing between:com- | 


Mr..WOOD. 1 will-do so if it will not give | 
Mr. MUNGEN. I ask unanimous consent '' 


to the House: I shall endeavor to be.practa- |; 
-cal and direct, leaving to others-the elabora- |j: 
| tion: of much that I will offer in the way-of |: 


of:the country sre paralyzed, and that there |; 


the -press, the merchant, and the politician | 
|| that it appears to have become the fixed opin- 


i 


| not an article of merchandise. 


i 


of the foreign trade, and this constitutes that 
commerce. Tbe tonnage which bears it to 
and trom our shores is an agency of com- 
merce and no part of commerce itself. It is 
It is what is 
i known simply as a common carrier, perform- 


| ing the functions of a transit agency, and is in 


' no sense within itself an element of barter or 
exchange. Its uses ure of hire to those who 
buy and sell, rather than au article to be bought 
and sold. Now, with this obvious fact pre- 
sented, let us see what is the condition of the 
foreign trade of the United States, and whether 
Iam right in the statement that it is not on 
the decline, and not in a discouraging con- 
| dition. Se age 

. The following table, carefully collated, is 
reliable authority : . 


Table showing the total foreign eammerce of the United 
States during each year from 1850 to 1869 inclusive. 
Fiscal years. Total, 
EOT EI EAE $330,037,038 
434,612,943 
417,955,221 
493,954,804 
577,290,414 
546,625,368 
641,604,853) 
723,850,823 
607,257,571 
695,557,592 
762,288,554) 
584,995,006 
435,710,714 
584,228,502 
669,855,034 
604,412,995 
1,010,938,552 
77,020.34) 
848,527,047 
876,442,264 


1” Moteansaccheecueasecutnewassishiontigenconnzss 12,718, 808,858 


| There has been a gratifying increase in our 
foreign commerce. ‘I'he imports and exports, 
‘which together form the total foreign commerce 
‘of the country, amounted in 1869 to a larger 
‘sum than ever before, with the exception of 
1866, the year succeeding the late war, when it 
was stimulated by artificial causes. Not only 
does the aggregate commerce of the country 
show a continued increase, but the relations 
which exports and’ imports bear to each other 
| also show an increased prosperity.’ I present 
‘another table giving the imports and exports of 
merchandise from 1850 to 1869, by which it 
will be seen we send abroad as much ‘in value 
in merchandise as we receive from’ foreign 


‘countries in return: 


Total.exports.and imports of merchandise from 1850 to 


|! Fiscal years. Exports. Importa. 
i! 1850 ; . $151,898,720 ‘$178, 138,318 
E . . 228,988,011... 216,224,982 
209,658,306 -212,945,442 
i 230,976,157 267,978,647 
ne 275,796,330 304,682, 381 
273:166,846'- 1 - 261,468,520 
528,064,308. 314,639,942 
362,960,682 360,800,141 
. > 84,644,424 282,613,150 
“+ 856,789,462 338,768,130 
300,122,296  , 382,100.21 
249 H4913 335,650,153 
29:938, | 205,771,129 
832,008,581... :: 252,919,920 
.340,292,139 . 329,502,895 
“852,857,344 248,555,652 
565,426,304 445,512,158 
‘459,188,820 . 41,831,571 
. °- 476,902,839 371,624,808 
-439,128,029 437,314,355 
i 578,443,683 $6,145,138, 998 
i PO O 


Therefore, Mr. Speaker, am I not right in 
; saying that the oft-repeated declaration . that 
the foreign commerce of the country is on. the 
„decline is not well, founded ? 1 have felt jt my 
duty to expose the fallacy of this _prevalent 
belief, and I think. the figures, presented sus- 
| tain -me,: But with reference to Americau 
; tonnage a very different state of things exists. 


|| That there. hag: been a- great decrease dn, this 


there ean be nedoubt,. While we have im- 
-ported and. exported more merchandise than 
ever before, comparatively lesa of it has been 
done in American bottoms than ever before. 
t It ig-peareely necessary to present any statis: 


ro 


1870. 
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tics to prove this, I will present, however, a || appeared. The propelling power of steam has 


few figures which will painfully illustrate it. 
The total tonnage of the United States in 1850 
was 1,585,198. It gradually rose from this, 
untilin 1860 it had reached 2,546,237 tons, and 
in 1861 its maximum was reached of 2,642,628 | 
tons. This was the year before the rebellion, | 
and from this period we may date its decline 
and fall, whieh has been continued since, and 
which has now reached, according to the re- | 
turns for 1869, as low as 1,566,421 tons. And 
what is yet more painful to contemplate is the 
fact that what has been our loss has been 
European gain; and England has been the 
country especially favored by this change. 

In 1850 the total foreign tonnage entering 
the ports of the United States was 1,775,623 
tons, as against 2,573,016 of American ton- 
nage. In 1860 the foreign tonnage entering our 
porta was 2,253,911 tous, as against 5,921,285 
tous of American, showing a vast- preponder- 
ance in our favor at that time, . From 1860 to ` 
1869 the European tonnage entering our ports - 
has gradually increased, until itreached in that | 
year the enormous aggregate of 5,347,694tons, 
being nearly double that of our own; and this | 
disparity is on the increase, so that it may. be ' 
safe to say that it will not take very long for : 
the carrying trade of the United States to, dis- | 
appear entirely so far as it.is done in Ameri- . 
can bottoms, But as great as has been the | 
decline in American tonnage within ten years, 
it is a singular fact that, Dugland has not made 
much progress. The tonyage of England eu- 
gaged in the foreign trade in 1860, the year 
before our war, was 3,082,047 tans; to this add 
803,303 tons transferred to England by citizens 


| 
| 


of the United States during the war, making `' 


an aggregate tonnage of 3,885,350. . She had | 
in 1866 but 4,166,308 tons, showing.an increase | 
by production of only 277,958 tqns in fiveyears. ; 


been very slight, mych less. relatively than | 


before for ten years.. (See page 255 of report || 


on the causes. of the decline of American ton- 
n 


age) o no b 
And this, sir, presents the question as to the | 
causes of this condition of things, for in attempt- 
iag to apply a remedy it is negessary-not-only | 
to understand fully the character of the disease, 
but to trace it to its origin. Iam not one- of 
those. who believe.that.the confederate priva- 
teer Alabama accomplished all this, nor do 
I think that. the animus: of Great Britain in | 
favoring the destruction of our ships.alone pro- 
duced. the regalt.. While in, no way would I 
relieve England from a just responsibility for 
her conduct to tha United States during the 
late war, nor-abate our right to .explanation 
and reclamation, I am not disposed. to over- 
look the. other.agencies which have contributed 
so largely to affect injuriously the navigating 
interests of the country. Of course the de- 
struction of our ships from. -1861 to 1866,.and | 
.the great hazard,,to the twangit.of American 
merchandise under the American flag.on-the 
ocean in consequence of the confederate prixa- 
„teers for the time: being paralyzed this interest, 
but there were other agencies at work which 
had their origin in antecedent events. There 
was atime when we. excelled the world in the 
„construction of -sgiling vessels.. In 1840 we 
introduced -original ‘models combining speed 
and beauty.. So,-succegsful were we in-these 
regards that we drove the English out of her 
own markets in many parts of the.globe. , We 
obtained almost a monopoly of what was termed 
che packet business between Europe and Amer- 
ica, a8; well, as. in the Bast India trade. Dur- 
ing thia period it,was conceded that.in o¢esn 
navigation the. United: States had no compet- 
itor in what: were known as clipper ships... Time 
had, become a, great. element of yalue.in com- 
merce, and.the.A mericans-by superior. energy 
and intelligence had learned how to apply its 
economy to, the sea as well. as to. the land; 
; Blower.. Europe was forged to recognize its 
mopremacy, and gave.it a reluctant recognition. 
, Buta new element within a few-years has 


|i laad, as tothe cost of production, 
be remembered was at a period. antecedent,to | 


been applied to ocean travel. It became ap- 
parent twenty years ago that this new appli- 
ance would render the fastest sailing ship too 
‘slow for practical purposes. Jt then also 
: became apparent that for purposes of security 
and durability some other material ia.con- 
‘struction than that of wood must be used 
in order to secure the proper efficiency and 
‘application of the steam power. Hence,. not 


only steam vessels began to take the place of | 


‘the others, but it became necessary to. con- 
struct them of material of which we were inad- 
equately supplied, as compared with England. 

. These changes from wooden sailing ships to 
iron steamships had .been- going on for ten 

years preceding the war, The spirit of the 


` age, tending to a greater economy of time and 


space, facilitated the rapid promotion. of this 
new engine of trade, and it became evident 
‘that as the locomotive had supplanted the 
stage coach in the land trafic, so would the 
steam-engine supplant the winds and tides, 
which had heretofore governed the sea travel. 
Circumstances thus favored England; she had 


the larger and finer class of packet steamships, 
and these had been constructed at a great cost, 
and were sailed at a much larger expense than 
any other ships in the world. 

Another cause for the decline of our tonnage 
may be found in the over-production of vessels 
by our builders and merchants, from 1848 to 
1860.. The great stimulant given to trade and 
commerce by the yields of the California gold 
mines during this period, and opening up, as 
it did, a new field of ocean navigation in the 
| Pacific, caused universal activity in our ship- 
: yards and marine work-shops. Over-produc- 
i tion ensued, and a much larger number of both 
i sailing and steam vessels were constructed 


: than were required. Many of these were built 


` at high cost and could not long be maintained 


'' with a profitable yield to the capital invested 


long been in the practice. of the construction | 


of small iron vessels for the channel and other 
‘home trade; she had, by the experience of a 
century 

‘a high d 
| period had. developed. her industries in that 


| dirgotion, and, was in actual possession of the || 
| required facilities for the construction of iron 


ivesselg. at, the. opportune moment when it 
' became sa important to bava them. Thisgave 

her an immediate advantage, which her capi- 
| talists were not long in discovering. With a 


of enterprise was quickly seized upon as a 


source of individual profit rather than national | 
Í |, power. - ; 
The increase from 1866 to the present time has | 


For several years before the rebellion intel- 
ligent; merchants op this side of -the Atlantic 
recognized the change which was. ebout to 


i: take place to our ‘injury, and strove‘ to obviate 


“its effects. They saw that in the- revolution 
‘ which was impending in the character of ocean 


advantageous relative position. We had irom, 


‘ skilled. mechanics, industry, energy, superior 


‘intelligence, and a thorough knowledge -of 


i| steam engineering ;: but we. lacked experience 
': in that- particular branch; we kuew.liitle of the 
: construction of. marine engines} -we had: nat 


the, great ang expensive worke necessary ; we 
‘were without cheap:.labor, -and without the 
mecessary, capital to spare for suck : purposes; 
but. notwithstanding these difficulties: large 
i works had been constructed... New York pos- 
i sessed the most important. of these. We had 
the t‘ Novelty” iron-works, which had. built 
‘the Pacifie line of iron steamships, the finest 
in the world; the. Alaire works, the Altna, the 
Fulton, and the Continental. irqgn-works. -_. 

|. These and others elsewhere in the United 
| States had entered into the field of competition 
.with similar. works io England, and struggled 
against a fearful disadvantage in favor of og- 
| This it will 


i the. war, and hed risen out of a condition: of 
things with which the war was wholly discon- 
i nected... Meanwhile, though cireumstances were 
gradually appreciating the prices of labor. and 


construction of. iron steam. vessels, they re- 
mained stationary in. England, thus securing 
what appeared.to be a permanent advantege 
againstus.. England cemmenced the construc- 
tion of iron steam vessels for every part of.the 
world, which.goon came.in dissstrous competi- 
tion with the. wooden sailing vessels of: the 
United States,..: This affected our carrying in- 


as well as between -Europe.and this conntry. 
We had nothing to offer against it except the 
speed, and: beauty..of pan American. elipper, 
which. waa comparatively a yery slow coach 
‘indeed....Our-own -werka bad: produced only 


‘terest in the Hast Indies and South.America, | 


‘as against lower cost and interest in Europe. 
A reaction had begun as early as 1854, and was 
continued, with occasional changes, until 1860, 

. when it became evident to intelligent merchants 

: that over-construction of shipping, like all 

: kinds of over-trading in commerce, would pro- 

: duce disastrous results to those who were di- 
rectly interested in that kind of property. By 


' reference to the amount of foreign merchandise 


brought the manufacture of iron into :: 
egree.of perfection, and at a very early |: 


large surplas of unused capital this-new field |, 


i 
i 
1 
' 
1 
I 


i| navigation we were to be placed in a very dis- | 


material in the. United States, required in the © ; 
| hag received within that period a. large acces- 


‘imported into the United States during. the 
years. 1854 to 1861 it will be seen that the 
decrease had then begun. The following table 
will show this in figures: 


Merchandise imported in American vessels. 


WE seve $215,376, 273 
1855. . ~ 202,234, 900 
1856. « 249,972,512 
| 1857. ` 259,116,170 
1858. 203,700,016 
1850 S E 216,123,4 

NE A EE EA succes 228,164,855 
TETE A operas neadi 201,544,055 


And yet another cause for the decline may 


l. be found in the fact. that a considerable portion 
j; of our shipping which existed at the begi 


in- 

niņng:of the war was jransferred to the Bnglish 

flag for security against confederate privateers. 
| The flag was merely changed, though not in 
| all cases the ownership of the property. It is 
' estimated that the aggregate amount of Ameri- 
can tonnage ao transterred amounted.to 808,303 
: tons, and that about-one balf of this, or about 
: 400,000, still. remain under the British flag. 
:-Thig is classified in our reports as English or 
| foreign shipping, though. in faet it is American. 
|. Another cause may be traced to. the Chinese 
' policy of out Government, in maintaining updn 
‘he. statute-bogks laws which are in eontraven- 
tien of the spirit of the age and direetly oppo- 
site ta the policy adopted by all the maritime 
nations.of Europe. I refer to our navigation 
! laws, which shut ont and preclude all fordiga- 
built. vessels from being used as American 
property, © 68 oro, on 0 ag a: 
|. -Another cause may he found in the fact that 
one of the effects of: the substitution of steam 
' vessels for sailing ones is-to materially decrease 
the necessity. for so:much tonnage in propor- 
tion tothe amount of commerce required. A 
steamer .makes, about three times .as. many 
| trips as a sailing vessel within the same.time. 
| Thus-a given tonnage of steamship will do the 
‘work. of. abont three sailing vessels, It follows 
that that proportion of tonnage may be: dis- 
pensed with in doing the ocean carrying: trade 
of the world. - This is proven by the faet that 
England has bit slightly, increased in theaggre- 
.gate-of her tonnage within ten-years, though she 


| sion of American vessels, and taken from. us 
-nearly all. of the Ameriean carrying trade 
besides, 6 et ouo s o h 
. And the cause which is: uppermost in the 
popular mind.ig the destruction of American 
shipping: during the war...: It is unquestionably 
teue,that that cauae, together. with: the general 
apprehension and danger which besat our:com- 
-merce on the sea for those four years, did very 
materially: hasten the deplorable: condition in 
which it-now remains. It was:ioti.so much 
-the amount of tonnage destroyed as it was the 
| effect. of the war; in varionsxother respects, that 
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caused this rapid culminatien. It is a fact | 


that but about one hundred thousand tons were 


destroyed by the confederate privateers in all, | 
and yet it is a common error to suppose, even | 
among intelligent men, that nearly one fourth i 
of the shipping of the country enguged in for- | 
‘eign trade thus fell a prey to piratical cruisers. | 

To these several influences, together with | 
the absence of drawbacks, high taxes, depre- : 


ciated currency, dear coal, and many things 
affecting labor and prices, may be attributed 
the causes which have in the aggregate pro- 
duced the present condition of our prostrate 
navigating interest. 


Such was the condition and prospects of our . ` 


navigating interests when the rebellion com- 
menced : and what oceurred during those five 
years but hastened and completed a result 
which the independentcircumstances to which 
I have referred: had mainly contributed. ‘So 
much for the causes and origin of the difficnity. 


What is the remedy? Thisis the most difficult © 
question now before the American people for © 
' lation which inhabit the interior, except only 


‘solation. It is not only necessary to under- 


stand the diagnosis of a disease, but. also to | 
comprehend what effect and relation the | 
disehse may have to other portions of the hu- 


‘man system. Ship-building, whether of iron 
or wood, whether propelled by steam or ‘sail, 


is but one of the industries of the country, and `` 
| ment of patriotic pride which desires to see : 


only one. Itis a mistake to suppose that as 


such it.has a commanding position over the |, € 
| in foreign waters, is the only interest that the ` 


ecommerce of the nation. While I recognize 


fully the necessity of promoting in every . 
i ship-building. If their grain and cotton and 
‘the various other products raised: for export . 


proper way the revival of this industry, and 
doing everything that is right in itself to secure 
its prosperity, I cannot admit the high claim 


which its friends-assert of supremacy over all | 


others, or that the whole country is dependent 


upon its success. It isan error to assume that | 
even: the commercial success of a people is | 


dependent upon their power to‘prosecute com- 
merce under their own flag. E 
iating this may be to our national pride, in 


view of our heretofore boasted supremacy in | 
‘this regard, the fact is nevertheless true, that | 
some of the most powerful nations ‘of Europe || 


diave grown and prospered without 
‘mercial marine whatever. -~ ; 
Take France, ‘for instance. She has butjast 
‘commenced to construct iron steam vessels for 
commercial purposes, having as yet scarcely 
‘any of herown. The French line of steam- 
-ships between: Havre and New York, which 
‘are suceessfally competing with the celebrated 
English Canard line, are not of French con- 
‘struction. -They: were ‘built; equipped, ‘and 
‘fitted out’ entirely and altogether on the Clyde, 
in Scotland: She has also efficient and power- 
‘fal lines of steamships to the West Indies, 
South America, China, the Baltic, and to all 
-the ports in the Mediterranean. “Her steam 
‘tonnage has quintupled, and her foreign navi- 
‘gation and commerce have doubled. - 
` A large portion of this fine fleet of steamers 
åse foreign built; but its use is:not ‘the Jess 
‘profitable -to the nation; and as a natural 
consequence of the improved condition of her 
navigation, ship-building in her own ports has 
“sprung up with vigor and success, and ‘she will 
soon’ supply her own wants with vesels of a 
-auperior class. 


any com- 


: North Germany has many fine steamships | 


trading between the north of Europe and the 
United States, sailing under the Danish, Swed- 
ish, and Prussian flags, which were all builtin 
England: or Scotland. 8 
Austria, though a despotic Government, has 
acted on the same principle. An immense 
empire, as regards territory, she possesses but 
one sea-port of any magnitude—Trieste, on 
-the Adriatic sea—and yet she has created ‘a 


commerce and‘a navy. Shedid not deny her- |, 


self the benefits of these-beeause she had no 
ship-yards, iron-works, or facilities for-con- 
:atraction. The Government dry-dock at that 
port is of ‘American construction, being buitt 
by John S. Gilbert, of New: York, upon the 
principle of his floating-dock invention. She 


: preclude citizens from the use of foreign bot- 


- any but an American-built vessel. 


owever humil- | 


! his empireatthe time to constractit. He bought 


under the French flag, and thus made them 
‘French bottoms. This was enlightened states- 


another enlightened and progressive ruler, has 
|| -aeted-on thesame principle. Indeed, all Europe 


i| -and manufacture in every case where itis advan- 
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has a fleet of more than eighty steamships, 
nearly all of which are foreign: biilt, but yet in 
successful trade, and contribating greatly to 
the national commerce of the conntry. - 
These countries continue to watch vigilantly, 
‘as heretofore, over their commercial interests, 
and encourage and promote in every possible 
way the extension of commerce under their | 
own flags. Itis true that in Europe they do not 


toms. Here, by our navigation laws, we are 
not allowed to hoist the American flag over 


I have said that ship-building in this country 


was but one of the industries, and as it is but | 
. one of the industries so is it a local industry. 


The construction of vessels for our foreign trade 
is confined to the sea-board, and its benefits as 
an industry, like other manufacturing, to those 
who are more immediately interested. in it. 
While it may draw its supplies to some extent 
from the interior, yet practically its prosperity 
or depression has little relation to the vast-popu- 


as it ¢heapens or enhances the cost of transport- 


ation. The grain, cotton, and other agricul- 


tural parts of the country, all of which lie off | 
i the sea-board, look only to the opportunity to 
- reach a foreign market, and at the lowest pos- 


sible cost. ‘This, aside from an ‘honest ‘senti- 


and hear the success of American enterprise ' 


people of the interior can have in American 


cap be carried to a foreign market at less cost 
by foreign-built vessels, it is natural that they 
should seek that medium. - ; 

- People: will'not pay a bigh price for an arti- 
cle of American manufacture if they can pro- | 
cüre the same article at a less price, even if it 
js of foreign manufacture. This is a law of 
trade, founded upon a homely principle of our 
nature, whith is recognized ‘and ‘acted’ tipon 


nations. 
pecuniary interest in the constraction of Vessels 


the benefit of those who have... I ‘speak now | 


| 

$ lè | 
wilt make any very extraordinary sacrificesfor | 
| 

{ 


of the great bulk-of the American people who | 
are removed fromthe influence and {intérests | 
which enter into ship-building. - For myself, I | 
| take a deep interest in the promotion of Ateri- | 
' gan ship-building..- I desire to’ see it: restored 


to its former high :position. = In my opinion 


l-everything that in -itdelf.ss proper should be 
; done to revive this drooping industry." 


There can be no doubt that it isa wide policy 
for nations to do that which in itself’ will secure ; 


: their own material welfare. The présent raler | 
! of France has promoted: the prosperity of his | 
i| people by adhering:to this: principle with tena- 
‘city. No- better illustration of this fact can || 

be found than in his ‘policy in dealing with || 

England. He saw the great advantage of free |: 
| trade. “He. opposed. the restriction poliey of |: 
-French statesmen.. He mot ‘Cobden half way |! 
in the removal of protective-duties and in the |i 
establishment:of free commercial intercourse | 
| between France and England. Quick to see i| 
‘the advantage which England kad obtained in | 


the application of steam-engines to ocean travel, | 
he did not reject this vast element öf commer- | 
cial power, because lie had no means within | 


steamships of foreign construction, put them 


manship, founded upona broad-and comprehen- i 
sive policy, and based upon the best interests of 
his country. : The present emperor of Russia, 


are-to-day using articles of American invention 


tageous for them to do’so.. They do not, like | 


| ourselves, reject what ia‘ neeessary and useful | 


: gels, 


guch facilities. 


‘own report answers his question. 


because it is not of their pwn construction. 
In the United States, where we boast of supe- 
rior intelligence and progress, and with a freer 
system of popular Government, we discard and 
reject the same liberal policy. We do not per- 
mit an American merchant to purchase a for- 
eign-built vessel, give to it an American regis- 
ter, and sail it under an American flag ; the 
navigation laws prevent this. This is not the 
case with any nation in Europe. 

I have stated the great preponderance of 


. foreign tonnage over American tonnage now 


entering our ports. I am satisfied that at least 
two thirds of this foreign tonnage would become 
American property and the trade carried on 


by it be prosecuted by American enterprise, 
. if the laws would permit. 
: the effect of this would be for the time being 
li to depress still more ship-building in the Uni- 


While, of course, 


ted States, on account of our depreciated cur- 
rency and the high price of labor and material, 
yet it would much decrease the cost of trans- 
portation of American merchandise abroad. 
This: would act directly to the advantage of the 
agricultural and trading interests of the coun- 
try. Theshipping interest would also be favored, 
because, while home-built vessels might not be 


| so much used for the purposes of trade, there 
; would be a very large increase of trade itself 
` and of the business which would necessarily 


grow: out of it to those immediately interested 
in navigation. 

‘Mr. CALKIN. Does the gentleman con- 
sider Hamburg or Austria a ship-building com- 


‘munity? 


Mr. WOOD. Hamburg is one of the finest 
sea-ports in the world, and can construct ves- 
Austria has but one sea-port of any im- 
portance—Trieste, upon the Adriatic. ‘There 
vessels can be constructed. John 8. Gilbert, 
a New York mechanic, and a friend of mine, 


constructed the floating dry-dock now in the 
i! harbor of Trieste, which takes in and out the 


vessëls belonging to the Austrian Government. 


' Itis true that compared with England Austria 
throughout the world by all people: und all | 
kt cannot be expected that that por- |: 
j! tion of the American people who have no direct 


has no facilities for the construction of ships. 
No nation in the world can equal England in 
But, sir, our navigation laws, 
which are founded upon an exclusive Chinese 


‘policy, directly antagonistic to the policy of 


every enlightened nation of the world, stand at 
the threshold of our harbors and ‘prevent the 
ingress of any vessel ander any other flag than 


‘that of the country in which she happens to be 


registered. 
Mr. LYNCH. I wish to ask the gentleman 
whether the commercial marine of England 


“arid of the United States did not attain their 
‘highest point under the very laws which he is 
‘| condemning? . 


Mr. WOOD. No, sir. The gentleman’s 
The figures 


which he embodies in that report show the 


| reverse of his proposition: that England, down 
‘to 1850—and it 'was subsequent: to that she 


repealed her navigation laws and opened her 


-eötü merte to the world—showed not the con- 


dition ‘of things to which the gentleman has 

referred. : ' i 
Mr. LYNCH rose. : : 

: Mr. WOOD. . The gentleman will have a 

hour after the previous question is seconded, 


‘and he ean take up that‘hour in explaining any 


errors I may make in my speech. I will only 


“say in passing, before I leave this single ques- 


tion, that any gentleman of this House may 
go to Karope, he may travel in every part of 
Earope, and he will find American inventions, 


i he will find the ‘results of American industry 


and American capitals they are not shut out 


‘because they are American, but of every class 


and every character are freely admitted. There- 


‘fore, notwithstanding ‘our boasted freedom 


and superiority, we ard-in some regards far 
behind European statesmen in developing the 


‘advantages and good fortune of dur country. 


But, aside from these considerations, let us 
assurie-that it is essential nnd desirable that 
we shall dó something in the ‘way of legisla- 
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tion to restore the proaperity of American ship- 
building. How is this to bedone? The evil 


with which we grapple is of magnitude. How | 


shall we best eradicate it? Will this bill do it? ` 


I fear not. A disease which is constitutional, 
existing:in every part of the organization of the 


human frame, but which develops itself in the- 


surface only at one part, cannot be cured by 
an application to the part itself. Remedies 
must be provided which will affect the whole 
system and change somewhat the character of 
the blood, thus reaching the producing causes. 
This bill has but one remedy, and that is a 
soothing elixir administered in the character 


there what I cannot support. ‘It classifies ves- 
sels into four different grades, each of which 
is to receive directly a subsidy or bounty from 
the Government. The first class is to receive 
$1 50 a ton; the second class is to receive 


' $1 60 a ton; the third class $4 a ton, and the 


of a stimulant. It does not appear to compre- . 


hend the magnitude of the difiiculty it seeks to. 
remove, falling very far short of a just appre- 


ciation of both the causes and effects of the: 


evil. Not only are the proposed measures 
comprehended in this bill insufficient for the 
accomplishment of the purpose, but some of 
the measures themselves are objectionable, and 
ought not to be adopted. 

Ì now proceed to examine the bill more in. 
detail, and shall briefly refer to its provisions. 

The first section provides that upon all mate- 
rial entering into the construction of a vessel, 
whether steam or sail, imported from abroad, 
a rebate, or drawback shall be allowed, equal 
to the dutiea which were paid on such articles 


when imported. The effect of this would he | 


to placethe American ship-builder on an equal | 
footing with the foreign ship-builder, so far as | 
the cost of the material is concerned, except | 


the expense of its transportation here. Thisis 
a correct principle. But why is it necessary 
to incorporate such a provision in this bill? 
We have a tariff bill pending, which compre- 


fourth olass $3 aton. I have averaged the 
amount of these subsidies, and divided the 


average by the aggregate amount of tonnage, | 


and I find that this would take from the public : 
Treasury, according to my estimate, over ten ; 


million dollats. 


Mr. LYNCH. Your calculation: must be. 


wrong. 
Mr. WOOD. 


tee says that my calculation is wrong. How- 
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but stimulants and aiders in a renewal of pro- 
duction, but not sufficient to revive our ancient 
supremacy andto maintain it afterward. Some- 
thing of a greater or more substantial character 
is necessary to accomplish this. I will state 
very briefly what in my view is necessary. 
3 THE REMEDIES. 

- 1. In a very general revival of trade founded 
onasound basis, with a specie-paying currency, 
the abolition of internal taxes, and a greater 
public and private economy. 

2. New avenues of foreign commerce, so as 
to give business to the tonnage; and thus creste 


'| the necessity for its increased production ; our 
The chairman of the commit- | 


Pacific commercial resources to be more fully 


' developed. 


ever that may be, the conclusion which I have | 


reached is different, from his own. Now, this 


' subsidy cannot possibly revive our foreign ship- 


ping interest. A bounty of four dollars a ton on 
a ship of four thousand tons would be no in- 


` ducement. It would, however, have the effect | 
of subsidizing the domestic trade, with which | 


we have no competitor. 
to the coasting trade; it applies to vessels 


: trading..between New Brunswick and Port- 


hends all these articles, upon which it lays a |' 
heavy. duty, whereas, if we place them on the | 


free list, permitting them to come. in free of 
duty, the necessity of this provision would be 
obviated ; besides, the expense to the Govern- 
ment of the cost of the collection of. the duty 
would be prevented. Therefore I suggest to 
the friends of this measure that they vote with 
myself. and others of this House who are op- 


posed to the imposition of high duties on such | 


articles, so that they may come in on the free 


| third section: 


list. Butit is an error to assume that the whole | 


or that the most considerable part of the cost 
of asteamship lies in the material used. Labor, 
including the cost of. engineers,. constitutes 
about one half of the whele eost, and this is 
beyond the reach of legislation to affect, a 
nottouched upon by this hill. th 

Iam in favor of the object of this section, 
bat deplore the way in which the committee 
have sought proper to propose it. 
the proviso is very remarkable. It says: 


That whore American material is used in the con- ' 
steel, or composite vesselsor steam- , 
e allowed and paid, as aforesaid, an | 
amount equivalent to the duties imposed on similar || 


struction of iro 
ers, there shall 
articles of foreign manufacture when-imported. - - 

This is rushing the protective principle. 
does not, as heretofore, propose to protect a 


particular branch of industry by levying a high | 


daty, but it takes the money out of the Treas- 
ury and pays it directly to those persons who 
happen to manufacture the same articles. 


Why, sir, that is a great extension of the | 


protective principle. And if those wha make 
articles in this country that are to enter into 


ship-building are to receive from the public | 


Treasury in dollars and cents so much money 


directly, why should not the producer of wheat, : 
corn, cotton, tobacco, and every other prodact , 
of the coantry be allowed in like manner to | 
put his hand into the public Treasury and take | 


out the amount which in his judgment he ought 
to receive in accordance with this principle? 


The second section isall right. It proposes | 


simply that articles: to be used ‘as fuel and 
stores’ of vessels shall’ be ‘allowed to go” on 
board ship, for ship constimption, free of duty. 
Chis is clearly right.- Every nation of Europe 
poes this. -Itis a correct principle, and there- 
fore I shall eheerfully vote for that section. 
But when wé'come to the third section I find 


nd is. | 


Tt: 


Then, sir, || 


land, in Maine. There is a regular line of 
steamers sailing every day between the city of. 
the chairman of the committee and the British 
provinces, and this bill will place in the hands 


The section applies | 


of those interested in that line of steamers | 
millions of dollars, while it will not to any | 


appreciable extent benefit the foreign exporter 


or importer of New York,.or any other class ` 
practically engaged in the ` 


of people who are 
foreign commerce of the country. 

Mr. LYNCH. I desire to correct the gen- 
tleman in regard to what he has said about a 
daily line of steamers between Portland and 
the British provinces. There isa tri-weekly 
line of ‘steamers running from Boston and 
Portland to the British provinces; and this 
would come under the head of the steamers 
running to and from the British provinces, 


' which are to receive $1 50 per ton—-only the 


same as s&il- vessels, 
Mr. ‘WOOD. 
by reading from.h 


is bill... I quote from the 


Upon every- steamer running to and from the ports 
: of the North American provinces, $1 50 for each regis- 


tered ton. . i 

Now, I know it.to be the fact that there are 
such lines of steamers.. I do not keow whether 
they originate in: Boston or not, but. do know 
that they run from the gentleman’s district to 
the British provinces, and will be directly 
benefited. 


Mr. LYNCH. - Will the gentleman allow me | 
‘| a word of explanation? 


Mr. WOOD, Certainly. so 
Mr. LYNCH. I would explain that that 
provision is a limitation upon the amounts 
allowed to steamers. On steamers running to 
and from European ports we allow four dollars 


per ton; on steamers running to other foreign | 
ports three dollars; but on steamers running to | 


and from the ports of the North American 
provinces we allow only $1 50, being the same 
as is allowed to sail-vessels. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman and myself 
do not differ; only he is very properly sensitive 
in regard to my reference to. his. constitu- 
ents. I make no objection to the friends of 
the gentleman making all thë money they pos- 


sibly can out of the Government, if they. doit | 
rightfully, provided my constituents do not) 


pay any part of it, | 


-Whilethere aresections, therefore, of the bill | 
I can heartily approve, there are others I con- | 


demn. But it is inadequate to remove the 
difficulties under which the navigation interests 
now labor. All thé advantage which the bill 
will give to those engaged in ship- building will 
fall very far short of the required remedy. It 
is doubtful whether it is within the sphere of 


i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
i 


| 


legislation at this moment. to accomaplish this. | 


While we may stimulate it by granting bounties, 


| gubsidies, and drawbacks, yet these would be 


i 


I will answer the gentleman | i ci t 
‘| to-sustain these propositions; to do so intelli- 


| ticipate in the profits of the trade create 
: suc 


3. The readmission of the vessels which 
sought the. protection of a foreign flag during 
the war to American registry. 

4. The modification of our navigation laws 
so as to admit foreign-built vessels to American 
registry, either free of duty or on payment of 
a moderate duty on the tonnage of such vessels. 

5. The allowance of a drawback on imported 
material which is used in the cons‘ruction of ves- 
sels, or an equivalent to the drawback where 
American materials are used. 

6. Permission to withdraw from bond 
stores and fuel to be consumed by vessels, on 
voyages to foreign ports, or to place the same 
on the free list. 

7. Exemption of tonnage from all taxes 


‘| other than by the Federal Government. 


8. The granting of such moderate compen- 
sation by way of postage on mails as will 


; insure the establishment of lines of American 
‘| ocean steamers to the principal ports of the 


world, thereby enabling our citizens to Pe 
by 
lines. 


9. And by favoring to a small extent 


' American bottoms in the imposition of tariff 


duties, so as to discriminate in their favor on 
all foreign merchandise imported by a reduc- 
tion of existing rates on goods brought in by 
American vessels. 

I shall attempt no elucidation of or argument ` 


. gently would require an hour or more of time 


and would be more appropriate on another 
bill. For the present I leave them to be worked 
out by those who now listen to me or who may 
consider these remarks of sufficient interest to 
read when printed. I present them merely as 
suggestions, inviting thought and examination 
to them, confident that if these be carefully 
given my own conclusion will be reached ; that 
if in them collectively a remedy cannot be 
found -for the decline and fall of American 
ocean navigation none can be found that is at 
this time within the range of possibilities. 

In conclusion, I regret that it has been im- 
possible for me to give this question a wider 
range of discussion. . There are many topics 
connected with it that I should have been happy 
to have referred to if the time allotted to me 
would haveallowed. The Pacific trade is yet to 
open to us. That sea, with its abundant sources 
of wealth and as yet unexplored regions of. 
‘vast commercial resources, remains yet to be 
developed. The Pacific railroad, the ship- 
canal across the Isthmus of Panama, and the 
telegraph about to be constructed across that 
sea to China, and thus to conclude the circuit 
of the world, are all subjects pertinent to and 
within the range of thoughts suggested by the 

uestions before us. Upon another occasion 

shall present to the House my views on these 
great topics, and hope to elicit those of others 
who are more competent to lift the curtain and 
to present the comprehensive view of that great 
future which awaita the American people in 
that direction. X 

In my judgment all these specifics and med 
icines and remedies are necessary to‘care the 
patient—the sick man that is upon our hands 
in a dying condition. With these aggregated 
and put into legislation asfar as we may, we 
may then see the commerpe of the ocean car- 
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ried as before to a greater extent in American 
bettoms and under the American flag. Until 
some such great reforms ‘as these are put into 
practical operation, until we come down to 
specie prices,-until we have public and pri- 
vate economy, until we have legitimate com- 


merce founded upon the actual capital of the 


country, until we take measures to develop a 
greater field for the operations of the commer- 
cial marine, until we adapt ourselves commer- 
cially to this new order of things created by the 
Bree! revolution in steam; {which has made 

roughout the: world withiu the last few years 
greater changes than were ever known before 
in the world's history,) we shall have no sub- 
stantial and permanent change for the better 
in the navigating interests of the country. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Neither 


the country nor this House needsto be told that ` 
our foreign commerce is nearly destroyed. - 


Nor is it necessary to go at length into the 
causes of. its destruction. 


is due in the main to the factthat during the late 
rebellion piratical cruisers built and_ manned 


in Great Britain, and armed with British guns, ; 


and leaving British ports under the British 
flag, were let loose on the ocean to destroy 
our-commerce. They were in all respects Brit- 
ish vessels except in having'a southern rebel 
for commander. All this was. done with the 
knowledge:and consent of the authorities of 
Great Britain, whose object was to weaken-us 


as a nation and to obtain a. monopoly of the ` 
commerce of the world. This was done ina - 


manner’ so shameless that Richard Cobden 
declared in Parliament that— 


“ Yow have been darrying on war from theseshores 
against the United States, and have been inflicting 


an amount of damage on that country greater than | 
would have been produced by many ordinary wars.” || 


And John Bright. said of the conduct. of 
Great Britain :, 


“We supply the ships,-we supply tho arms, the 
munitions of war; i } 
foulest of crimes. Englishmen only do it.” 


Why were we thus treated by Great Britain 
in our hour of trouble? ‘There was published 
in London a few weeks ago bythe Messrs. 
Longman two, volumes of ‘Selections from 
Speeches of Earl Russell, 1817 to 1841, and 
from Dispatches from 1859 to 1865, with Intro- 
ductions.’’ _ In these volumes Earl Russell has 
seen proper to append a lengthy commenta 
explaining his dispatches, va a. 

Let me put two. passages side by side. 


“The Government of Lord Palmerston and the 
people of Great Britain took the course which was 
required by a regatd for their own honor, by the sen- 
timents of sincere friendship. which they eatertained 

or the Uuited States, and by a dee 
international duties.” — Vol. 2, page 248 ; 

“Hence, when there is a strong popular feeling, 
such as prevailed in the United States in. behalf of 
the South American insurgents, and in a British port, 
and n portion of the British public on behalf of the 
confederate States, it becomes a matterof thegravest 
dificulty to convict, persons of offenses against the 
foreign enlistment Jaw., This difficulty arises by rea- 
son of the unwillingness of those who sympathize with 
thoioffenders to coma -forward and give evidence, the 
unwillingness of judges to press the. Jaw, and the 
reluctance of juries to convict persons who havetheir 
sympathy,” ee eee ; 
were felt bythe British Government when complaint 
was made that vessels were being fitted out in the 
Mersey and the Clyde 
of the United States.” 


Further on in his commentary on his dis- | 


patches he. says that— 


_ “During the discussions on the questions relating | 


to the Alabama and the Shenandoah it was the great 
object of the British Government to preserve for the 
subject the security of the trial by jury and for. the 
pation tho legitimate business of ship-building.”’ ... 


jury is simply nonsense, as no one had attacked 
the right of trial by jury: We have here the 
barefaced confession of the English minister . 
that their ‘‘great object was to preserve for 
the nation the legitimate and lucrative busi- 
ness of ship-building.'"’ In: this he no doubt 
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Itis wellknown that . 
ourpresent humiliating position upon the ocean | 


we give aid and comfort to the | 


p sense of their 


“These difficulties, ` 


to prey upon the commerce |; 


May 1%, 


speaks truly. That was one of the objects of 
reat Britain, and to secare that object it was | 
necessary that our shipping and our ship-yards ; 
should be destroyed. Our Government was j 
then at stake, and the question was whether a | 
‘Government of the people, for the people, | 
and by the people, should perish from the | 
earth.”? $ 
While this issue was being wrought out in |! 
blood and carnage, we well knew where existed | 
British sympathy and aid. Ship-building was | 
` lucrative, and Lord John wanted to preserve | 
it for the British nation. It was “lucrative” | 
to build pirates to destroy our ships, and it ` 
. would be lucrative to build more ships to re- ; 
place those destroyed, and still more lucrative 
if those destroyed were not rebuilt and they | knew what they were about we may well believe. 
were left the carrying trade. ' Of course John Bull does not want this bill to 
. Our ships having been destroyed, shall we |: pass. 
surrender .to our destroyer the commerce of At almost every step in the progress of their 
thé world and the mastery of the seas, or shall |, investigations the committee has been able to 
we attempt to regain our position on the ocean || trace out the causes of the decadence of A meri- 
by giving her the.“‘ lucrative” job of building || can ship-building and American commerce, 
` our ships? I-answer that we should do neither, || until it has reached its present condition; for 
| 
| 


already signed a petition in favor of the bill 
now before the House, and that many others 
belonged to foreign shipping houses, pure and 
simple, and the balance not ship-owners at all. 

I cannot but believe that the gentlemen who 
signed this remonstrance, who are really Ameri- 
cans, did so under a misapprehension of what 
they were signing. To suppose otherwise would 
be to regard them as a trifling set, unworthy 
of notice. The only opposition to this bill is 
that New York remonstrance. The most of 
the persons who signed that remonstrance are 
. members of the New York Chamber of Com- 
merce, which body has sent us the strongest 
kind of an indorsement of the bill. That the 
English houses who signed the remonstrance 


| 


but that national honor, a just resentment of | though the substitution of iron for wood was 
unparalleled wrongs, public interest, and our | working a greatchange in ship-building be- 
i fature welfare all demand that we should as- i! fore the: war, we should readily have con- 
sume a position of independence of that nation il formed to that change, and with our labor 
. which in our hour of trial and deep distress question undisturbed, and with our currency 
sought our destruction. If itwere but a ques- , on a specie basis, we could have kept pace 
tion of to-day, and only the matters of dollars . with Great Britain in building iron ships; but 
and cents were concerned, I might, perhaps, |; this became impossible with British cruisers 
admit the force of the many able arguments in engaged in their destruction, and with the dis- 
favor of free ships. - It is a question of the turbed condition of our labor and currency ; 
greatest national importance reaching far be- , and it is now rendered absolutely certain that 
yond to-day, and we ought not to be afraid to nothing short of Government aid, either in 
meet it, and. to apply such remedies as will | drawbacks, subsidies, or differential duties, 
restore to the country, if not ita commercial , can put ships afloat to compete with the Power 
| supremacy, at least a respectable position on `, that has driven them from the ocean. To what 
the ocean. | extent that aid shall be given, if given at all, 
| Itcan be done; it. must be done, or we are |; is for Congress to decide. Before the war the 
' a dishonored nation. To. the question how || commerce of the whole world was carried 
‘it should best be done the spécial committee ` on by about seventeen million tons, of which 
| has devoted itself. ‘They find the subject full... nearly one third belonged to us, and our ton- 
| of difficulties, and they have endeavored to nage was within a trifle equal to that of Great 
surmount them as best they could. They have ; Britain. To bo entirely accurate, I should 
found great diversity of opinionasto whatisthe say that our tonnage engaged in the foreign 
best policy to pursue, and men that to-day peti- | carrying trade reached its highest point in 1861, 
tion Congress to adopt the bill reported by our | when if amounted to 2,642,628. tons, while 
© committee are found to-morrow sending to the | that of Great Britain at the same time was 
© Senate a remonstrance against it. Such utter: 3,179,683 tons. From 1850 to 1860, our: ton- 
trifling among some of the men engaged in the | nage in the foreign trade had increased 60 per 
shipping business as has been disclosed is most cent., and had it gone on to increase from 1860 
discouraging, and is well calculated to disgust | to 1870, at the same ratio, which is not prob- 
- those who would gladly do something to lift the || able, had there been no disturbance, it would 
_ shipping of the country out of the ‘slough of || now reach 4,228,204 tons; but instead of that 
: despond.” T hold in my hands a copy of a re~: || it had fallen in 1866 to 1,492,926 tons, or a loss 
monstrance introduced into the Senate, signed, || of 1,149,902 tons, while Great Britain had in- 
or purporting to be signed, by a large number of |! creased over thirty per cent, during the same 
. “American ship owners,” in New York.: An | period. The following tables present in the 
examination of thisremonstrance disclosesthe | most striking form the rise and tall of our mer- 
. remarkable fact-that many of the signers had :: cantile marine, and tell the whole story: 
te k 


A table showing the amount of American and foreign tonnage entered. the ports of the United States from foreign 
. . countries qa 1830, 1840, 1850, and from 186) to 1869, both inclusive. 


. 


American ton- 
nage. 


Foreign in ex- 
cess of Amer- 


American in ex- 
` cess of foreign 


Foreign tonnage. 


: i 


i tonnage. ican tonnage. 
i 131,900 | 835,327  ! - 
712,363 | 864,583 . - 
n 1,775,628. | 797,893 - 
2,353,911 3,567,374 - 
if 2 217,551 |! 2,806,363 - 
vi 2,245,278 2,872,407 - 
| 2,640,378 1,974,320 ~ 
! 3,471,219 - 404,785 
a 3,216,967 - 273,306 
i : 4,410,424 - - 1,038,364 
| j . 4,318,673 - 863,621 
i| 4,495,465 -. 944,915 
li 5,847,694 - 1,945,026 
n 
i 


all that could be, desired. That they will be 
of material assistance there can be no doubt, 
but whether such laws will enable us to suc- 
cessfully compete with long-established and 
subsidized lines is more than doubtful, and to 
enable us to put afloat lines to compete with 
existing lines crossing the Atlantic something 


Now, as to how far the Government should 
|, go in extending aid to rebuilding up our mer- 
il cantile marine there doubtless will be much 
i| difference of opinion. The views of the com- 
| mittee you have in the bills now before the 
| House. I do not profess to be very sanguine 
i that if enacted into a law they will aceomplish 


1870. — 


a SE Se PS A I 


wore may be required. The change in the 
tonnage dues it is estim ; 
pay a bounty on steamers crossing the ocean 
of four dollars per ton, without drawiag any 
money from the Treasury ; and the right to a 
drawback on foreign materials goingintoa ship, 
according to the class of vessel, will, in point of 
fact, take no money fromthe Treasury, as little 
or no foreign material now goes into an Amer- 
ican ship, for we build no such ships. Should 

arties elect to use American material in place 
of foreign, then a bounty on this class of iron 
ships equal to the duty is to be allowed. 


ated will enable us to. 


i 
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England has established lines all over the 
word, and all the channels of foreign trade 
are now in her possession, and her naval power 
has been quadrupled thereby. Shall this con- 
tinue, or shall we put forth the necessary means 


i} to enable us to regain our former position on 


|| the ocean? Ihave already reminded you of . 
the fact that we have not now a single steamer | 
We all were painfully . 


| 
| 
| 


This provision giving a bounty I do not feet 


that I can support except to a limited extent. 
While the committee is hopeful that the en- 
couragement we hold out will revive our ship- 

ing interest and. put our ship-builders at work, 
it may be that something more must be done 
or we shall be left for an indefinite period 
without an American steamship crossing the 
ocean. To build up such lines both England 
and France have been compelled to grant 
large subsidies. I call attention to this fact, 
that no steamer now ¢rosses the ocean under 
the American flag, and we occupy the humil- 
iating position of being entirely dependent on 
Great Britain for the carrying of our own mails. 
How different has been the policy of Great 
Britain, and how have results vindicated that 
policy! 

The question of granting subsidies, whether 
wise or unwise, is not likely to be received with 
public favor. Could Government aid be ex- 
tended to a moderate degree to able, liberal, 
and patriotic parties, who would be actuated 


by a generous public spirit to see our foreign | 


commercial marine built up, and would put in 
their own money without expecting enormous 
profits, there would doubtless be a disposition 
to grant such aid to such persons to a limited 
extent, the Government expecting to be fully 
remunerated in the transportation of her mails 
and in having a class of ships always in readi- 
ness to convert into swift cruisersin case of war. 
But all the indications are that the race of 


men once denominated ‘‘ merchant princes” | 


is well-nigh at an end. Most of the men now- | 


a-days who: come to Washington asking favors : 


go upon the principle of getting all they can 
out of Uncle Sam and giving the least possible 
service im return. E 


The moment you talk about encouraging 


responsible men ‘to establish lines the city 


swarms with confidence men, each of whom |; 
bas bis particular: pet scheme for dépleting the . 


Government Treasury. T seé that the papers 
say that this committee is- going to report any 
amount of subsidies to new ives: 1 serve 
notice on the entire lobby that they had better 
go bome and go to work. They are fooling 
away time here. Iam satisfied that any proper 
subsidy bill cannot pass. No bill for new lines 
that has not a big job in it can pass, and cer- 
tainly none that has a job in it will ever be 
reported by this committee. _ 


I acknowledge the force of many of the argu- | 


ments in favor of purchasing foreign: built ships, 
and f do not deny that my opposition is some- 
what of feeling, and that it is difficult to forget 
John Bull’s méanness during our late war. 
But were it otherwise, and had England been 
our friend instead of our enemy, I should regard 
that an unwise policy that would make us de- 


pendenton her for ourships. Putourship-build- | 


ers as neat as may beon an equality with foreign 
builders by giving them their materials free of 
daty,'and to builders of iron steamships of two 
thousand tens and ‘upward for the foreign'trade 
allow the bounty -provided by this bill, but 
. nothing more. Our coasting and internal com- 
merce is now a monopoly, free from foreign 
interference, and needs no protection: To the 
persons who will sail our ships give the right 
1o hold in:bond the necessary supplies. With 
these ad vantages many of our iron ship- builders 
say that they will ask no more. : 
By likeral legislation and heavy subsidies 


crossing the ocean. 
reminded of this fact a very short time ago by 
the Cunard and Inman lines of steamers refus- 


, ing longer to carry our mails unless on their 


l 
H 
' 
i 
| 
| 


t 
1] 
i 


own terms, and our mails are now being car- 
ried under a temporary arrangement that may 
be terminated at any time. 


This should not be, and itis a disgrace to | 


this great nation that it is allowed to continue | 
for aday. Can it be avoided without too great | 


cost? Bear in mind this fact, that Great Brit- iron, and no one would buy them tor that. There 


ain has one hundred and sixty-four lines of 
steamships leaving her ports for foreign coun- 
tries. 
of first-class iron ships, the Cunard line having 
twenty-four, the Inman sixteen, and the Penin- 


` sular and Oriental fifty-seven. She paysevery 
year in subsidies to her mail lines over fiveand |. 


to lines connecting with this continent. The 


| result of her policy has been to give her nearly 
two thousand swift iron ships, many of first | 
class, that may at any: moment be taken by the | 


Government and converted into war ships, and 
she has thas more than quadrupled the effect- 
ive force of her navy. How efficient this class 
of vessels would be may be judged from the 
fact that one of them, the Bombay, but the 
other day ran down one of our war ships, the 


junk, and passed on her way unharmed and 
just as though nothing had happened. We 
are spending twenty million dollars and up- 
ward a year upon our Navy, and in the last 
nine years our total naval expenditures have 


` reached about five hundred millions, and what 


have we to show for it? Nothing, absolutely 
nothing. 


| 
| 
| 


| a half million dollars, about two millions being ` 


Some of the lines have a great number |; 


Admiral Porter, who appeared before our . 


committee, gave testimony 1n regard to com- ii vessels. ‘The Alabama and another confederate vesa 


mercial ships for war purposes of the most im: 
portant character.. His opinions are entitled 
to great consideration. They are so clear and 


forcible that I beg the indulgence of the House | 
| while I read from his testimony. 


| In answer to 
interrogatories he`said ; 


_ “Ifthe United States possessed the steamships ply - 
ing between New York and Europe the Government 
would have a-better Navy than it ever had. 
was not a ship in the American Navy that could 
compare with the best ships ou the English and 
French lines in pointof speed, stability, or for carry- 
ing guns. The ship that would carry merchandise 


would carry guns. All those vessels could be fitted | 


with masts in a very short time and rigged com- 
pletely. They could keep the ocean three years with- 
out burning a pound of coal. This remark applied 
to the European serew-ships, of which he thought 
there were now sixty-five engaged in the New York 
trade, while the United States had not one. 

* The CHAIRYNAN.: I understand you to say 
class of vessels can be built for commercial purposes 
that can be readily converted into vessels of war? 

“Admiral Porter. Yes, sir; nearly-every ship that 


was used during the war was a merchant ship. He | 
went on to say that this diversion of the trade was | 


driving from the American service all its naval engi- 
neers. ‘he foreign vessels were all run by foreign 
engineers; there were not many Américan engineers 
on board of them. : : . 

“ When the rebellion broke out, all the American 


ships- that were engaged in the European trade got | 


such heavy:profits:from the Government that they 
were at.once absorbed in the Navy. ..Jf the-United 
Statés had possessed half the number of steamships 
now engaged in the Kyropean trade with New York 
he did not think that the rebels would ever bave got 
a bale of cotton from a southern port, and that the 
rebels would have had to submit long before they 
did. The American. Navy at preseut was made up 
of tugs:and-old converted ships. . It possessed tei. or 


twelve or fourteen vessels that were planned to suit | 


Tsherwood’s machinery, and at a cost which nobody 
knew. There has been $180,000,000 expended by the 
Navy during the war. and he thought that$280,000,000 
of that sum kad been expendedin the steam depart- 
ment, yet the Navy had not, much to show for it. 
Those ships, designed and built for Isherwood, wero 
lying in navy-yards entirely useless. . The Depart- 
ment was trying to convert one of them into some- 
thing, but it did not know whether it would succeed 


There | 


that a: 


ornot. It had been found necessary to take out 
half of her engines to make room for the people to 
live on board of her, and for the coal necessary to 
be carried. She was so filled with machinery and 
boilers that there was no place in her to carry coal 
or men. He referred to the Wampanoag. Whon 
that vessel went on the trial trip andcame back into 
ort sho had to send her crew on board the New 
ampshire, receiving ship, because she had no place 
toputthem. ‘There were twelve or fourteen of those 
vessels in the Navy, and they were practically of no 
use. The Navy also possessed about thirty tugs, the 
largest of them about three hundred and fifty tons. 
Two of them had been sent to sea the other day to 
take care of the iron-clad Dictator, going to Key 
West, and they had got into a gale of wind, and she 
had to take care of them; and these were two of the 
bestofthem. Then the Navy had also a lot of little 
vessels, not inaptly described as canal-boats—vessels 
of five hundred tons. Ho believed that thirty ships 
such as the Pereire, on the French line, would make 
a better Navy than the United States possessed to- 
day. There were a great many iron-clads on the 
Navy list, but twenty-six of them had been con- 
demned as being unfit for anything except for old 


were about thirty good vessels in the Navy alto- 
gether, fit for war purposes, and these were wooden 
vessels, and about ten monitors. 

“The CHAIRMAN. I understand you to say that if 
we had, atthe commencement of our late war, thirty 
such vessels as you speak of, the best European 
steamers, they would have been as efficient as was 


our entire Navy? i 
Twice as efficient. I say that 


Admiral Porter, 
without any hesitation. Theshipsthat we had could 


| catch nothing. We never had a vessel thatcould ran 
‘ down a blockade-runner during the whole war ex- 
| cept the Vanderbilt and two others, 


, 0 Whenever we 
caught blockaders it was either with one of those 
tast tues, vessels of fifty or sixty tons, or by the ma- 
chinery of the blockade-runner breaking down, or 
by her getting into a fog and being surrounded by 
four or five of our vessels, when she would surrender 
rather than be fired at. [donot think that during 
the war we caught thirty vessels by fair running; 
that I am quite satisfiedof. Any one of those vessels 
on the Europcan lines can run away from anything 
we have got in our Navy, and can run them out of 


h Š e sight in seven hours; and that is not saying u great 
Oneida, as if she was no more than a Chinese |! as ‘ A 


eal. The iron-clads that we have are for home de- 
fense. They cannet go tosea. Wesend them to sea 
now and again because we have nothing else to send, 


| but they all require two or three vessels to go with 


i big political controversy. 


: them in case they should break down or get out of 


coal. ‘They are, therefore, of no use, except for har- 
bor defense. In caso of war with a fureign nation, 


i such as Great Britain or France, our great power. 


would be in cutting up their commerce. Great 
Britain could not stand a war six months with a fleet 
of vessels that we would send out after her commorce. 
They would break her up root and branch, and that 
kind of warfarð would be more apt to bring about 
pence than fighting with iron-clads or heavy war 


sel destroyed oue hundred and eighty-six American , 
vessels, amounting, I think, with cargoes, to about 
seventy million dollars. Now, if two vessels could do 
that, imagine what two hundred could do. I think 
that one screw propeller which would use sail power, 
and when necessary put on steam, to chasé or to be 
chased, would do more harm to aforeign enemy than 
all our iron-clads put together. I think that Great 
Britain has about three thousand steamships alto- 
gether, and I suppose that there must be at least 
three hundred of them subsidized. : 

“Mr. CALKIN. You spoke about the degréase of 
American engineers; how is it in regard to captains 
and officers in the mercantile marine? ` 

“Admiral Porter. They would constitute a forea 
which we would be very giad to draw upon in case 
of emergency, a3 we did.in the last war, Our naval 
force is very small, a mere nucleus, Every naval 
officer in time ef war becomes an instructor. That 
was part of his occupation in the last.war.. Most of 
our officers were volunteers from the merchant ser- 
vice; hardy, brave fellows, but without education ag 
to the duties of vessels of war, which it requires a 
pretty long time to learn. But in a war with a for- 
eign nation we could not have a better class of men 
for the purpose of sending home prizes, or doing 
other subordinate duty. Lam sorry to say, however, 
that the best class of men in our mercantile marine 
are fast disappearing.. When we had sailing vessels 
across the Atlantic our packets were the most supo- 
riot vessels in the world, ard I do not think that 
even the best naval officers were bettet men than the 
captains of those ships.- They were the best class of 
merchant seamen in the wor'd. They are all disap- 
pearing. There is no field for them. They do not 
command steamships, and h ive no opportunity aft 
displaying what they are, or of Jearning anything. 
Lthink that on that account it would be very advan- 
tageous for us to have a betti r system. All our good 
seamen have left our service and haro gone into the 
service of foreign companias, almost losing their 
identity, and hardly knowin? that they hare- got a 
flag. They have sailed so io» g vith the English, the 
French, the Germann and the pout that they.bardly 
fraternize with their own counlyymen. | hs 

“The CHarkMan. What world bo the effect of 

oing abroad to buy ships, ir.stead of building them 

ere? ere a 

“Admiral Porter. The firsteffect would be avery 
an, what would beits effect 


“fhe CHAIRMAN. [me OO arin andi 
sh: 


upon the character of our mercan 
our Navy in time of war? 


3528 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 17, 


“Admital Porter. If wo were to gè into that 
business altogether it would break ap the ship- 
building in this eountry, and that would be very 
jmpolitic. Our policy is to keep up our ship-build- 
ing interests. Thero are only one or two ships on 
tho stocks in New York now, and I have seen one 
hundred and fifty of them at a time. 

**Mr. CALKIN. There is only one ship on the stocks 
in New York. , 

“Admiral Porter. Ido not think there is one at 


all in Boston, I was down the coast last summer, | 
from Portland through the different cities, examin- ` 


ing navy-yards and dty-docks and ship-yards, and I 
do not recollect seeing any mere than that one ship 
building’‘anywhere. That is a very sad picture.” 
Shall-we continue to be without such ships ? 
The carrying trade was never greater than 
now; our exchanges were never greater, and 
the number of people crossing the ocean was 
never greater. Of the hundreds of thousands 
of immigrants every year coming to this coun- 


| 
| 


i 
i 
i 
| 
Í 


squadrons of war shipg now maintained on those 
stations? It is our commercial yessels that 
before the war visited every sea and exhibited 
the American flag, that has made us known, 
honored, and respected abroad. ee 
Iam aware that there are some who will 
say, ‘If England will do our carrying trade» 
cheaper than we can let her do it.’’ I think I 


I 
i 
I 


understood the gentleman from New York | 


[Mr. Woop] to take the position that the peo- 
ple do not care about that matter; that the 
uestion with our people is, who will carry our . 


» freight the cheapest; that it is a matter of no 


try to settle and become citizens, not one can : 


come under the stars and stripes, though it 
is but reasonable to suppose that they would 
nearly all prefer to do so. England obtains 
neatly all: this valuable trade, and we, not 


satisfied with paying her annually hundreds of _ 


millions for her manufactures and gewgaws, 
must also insist upon that policy which enables 
her to have a monopoly in their transportation. 
Any future war with any of the great Powers 
of Europe must be one upon the ocean. In 
any such war the great ability of Great Britain 
to harm us would be in her swift merchant 
ships converted into war vessels to destroy our 
commerce. 


They would swarm on every sea, | 


: her carry it. 


: matter. 


consequence who carries the freight; if Great 
Britain can carry it cheaper than we can let. 
As I understand it, that is the 
position of the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Woop.}] I do not believe that is the 
feeling of the people of this country. [believe 
there is not a human being within the sound 
of my voice, who is.an American, who would 
not prefer, if going to Europe, to go under the 
stars and stripes, even if it cost him a little 
more money to do go. 


| 


is nothing so dangerous to the prestige of the Eng- 
lish name as to have it supposed that French enter- 
prise and French influence have the preponderance, 
and that the French flag has taken the place of the 
English. [Loud cheers.] Therc is nothing, I am sat- 
isfied, that tends so surely to keep up the name and 
influence of England in the East as the sight of those 
splendid steamers coming and going with the regu- 
larity of. clock-wọrk on the weekly, fortnightly, or 
monthly performanee of their voyages.” 


You thus see what’is the policy of our great 
commercial rival, and you know the result of 
that policy. Ido not expect our Goveroment 
to follow her example; but I do hope that 
where we can legislate for the restoration of 
our shipping interest. without doing so at the 
expense of any of our own people we shall do 
so. -To let in the materials for building ships 
free of duty will harm no American interest; 


- for we now build no ships and we obtain no 


duties from that class of materials. On that 
portion of this bill I hope there may be entire 


: unanimity, as well as on the proposition to hold 
‘in bond the supplies consumed on American 
| ships in the foreign trade. 


I believe there is some national pridein this | 


I believe if our people could see that 


‘they were building up a great commercial 


and in thirty days we should not have a vessel | 
that would venture beyond our own headlands, | 
for our slow naval vessels would never come | 


within gunshot of those swift cruisers. ; 
We are ‘appropriating over twenty million 


dollars a year to keep up our Navy in time of . 


profound peace, when it is utterly useless ; 
and from the character of its vessels it would 
be. entirely powerless to harm- our adversary 
in time of war. The day of wooden ships is 
ended as_men-of-war, as witness the Cumber- 


land and Congress going down in a few min- | 


utes before the iron-clad Merrimac. 
Shall we 


on sucha Navy as we have, or shall we change : 


our policy somewhat and use some of that '; 


money to encourage the building of somciron 
ships that may be usefully employed in com- 
merce in time of peace and as swift cruisers 
intime of war? To maintain a foreign squad- 


ron costs a great deal of money, an admiral’s | 


ship alone eosting $600,000 a year. It is as- 
serted that it is necessary to protect our com- 


merce and maintain the dignity of the nation, : 


and give the world an idea of its resources and 
its power, that such squadrons should be kept 
up. I stated the.other day, and it will bear 
repeating, that an American captain has stated 
to the committee that before the war he wasin 


the harbor of Rio with his ship, and that at- 


the same time there were forty other ships ia 
port loading with coffee flying the American 
fag, and but one American war ship, the old 
John Adams, asailing ship. Two or three years 
ago he was in the same port, and his ship was 
the only one flying the stars and stripes, while 


at the same time there were seven United | 


States war vessels in port to protect him. 

A large American ship-builder informs me 
that he met but a few days ago an old acquaint- 
ance, long in the India trade, who had just come 
from China in the Pacific line. The friend said 
that ninety days ago he was in Calcutta, and 
there were then in that port but three Ameri- 
can ships, while before the war he had fre- 


quently seen in the same port at one time over | 


one hundred ships flying the stars and stripes ; 
yet in thoge days a single war ship in East In- 
dian waters was all that was deemed necessary 
for the protection of our commerce there. Can 
any one doubt that the forty vessels engaged in 
peaceful commerce at. Rio and the one hundred 
ships thus engaged at Calcutta impressed the 
people of those countries more with the power 
and resources of this Government than the large 


onto expend $20,000,000 a year |: 


marine, which should be a powerful auxiliary 
in case of war, they would gladly submit to 
pay something more to enable them to have 
such an auxiliary, and to maintain the honor 
and credit of the nation. 

I invite the attention of the gentleman from 


been England’s policy! 
wise policy we know from its results. I beg: 
leave to call the attention of the House toa 


' discussion upon this subject in Parliament in 


1867. It will be seen that England is for free . 


: trade when free trade is her interest ; but when 
: free trade would give other nations a chance 


i: ticipated in by the leading members of that 
|| body, and I beg leave.here to read from some |! 


with her she is as much in favor of protection 
as ever. 

In 1867 the subject of the renewal of the 
subsidy to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Packet Company was before Parliament. The 
treasury department had invited offers from 
the Messageries Impériales, a French line, for 
carrying the Indian mails.. A very lengthy and 


| able discussion sprang up in the House of > 


Commons over the proposition, which was par- 


of the speeches made on that occasion, Mr. 


Crawford, member of Parliament, said: 


The gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] 
objected to this, I belieye, because we do not 
admit free of duty the materials for ship-build- 
ing; but at the close of his remarks I think 
I understood him to declare his willingness, 
as one means of restoring our commerce, to 
allow a drawback on such materials. 

Mr. WOOD. Allow me to explain what I 
said. I declared myself in favor of placing on 


- the free list articles entering into the construc- 
New York [Mr. Woop] to how different has | 


That it hag been a | 


tion of vessels, so as to avoid the expense of 
collecting duties and the frauds incidental to 
importation. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. So I 
understood the gentleman at the commence- 
ment of his speech; but at the close, when he 


_ was enumerating his different remedies—— 


Mr. WOOD. I said that I would either 


- allow a. drawback or would put the articles on 


` the free list. 


I do not think there is a very 
material distinction. l 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Then I 


. have not misunderstood the gentleman. As one 


| cient reasons for such a requirement. 


“Now, what I desire to do_on this occasion is to |! 
protest, in the name of what I consider to be the in- ` 


terest of the country and the interest of commerco, 
and in justice to our own companies, against the ships 
of the Messageries Impériales or of any other foreign 
company beihg employed in the conveyance of our 
eastern mails. [Loud cheers from all parts of the ` 
house.] You may carry the principle of economy too : 
far. [‘ Hear! Hoar!) Such a course of proceedin 
woald be free trade gone mad. [Renewed cheers.] 
%* * & Æ + + + * + * 


“The French have seen what the Peninsular and 
Oriental steamers did in the Crimean war. They | 
then carried upward of sixty thousand men from this . 
country, two thousand officers, and between eleven 
and twelve thousand horses. 
done by another company in the ‘Trent’ affair. We 
know how ten thousand men were sent out to Can- 


I think we hardly knew what she was about , 
at that time, we were so much engaged at. 
home. But in a few days’ time she sent out , 
ten thousand men upon these subsidized steam- 


ers to reénforce her army in Canada. I ask-the | 


“T think, then, that it is rather too much to ex- | 
pect that the iaterests of this country, commercial, | 
| 
t 
| 
1 


' social, and political, should be made to depend upon 
|| the good will of any foreign nation whatever.” 


Mr. Laing, in the same debate, said: 


**But when you come to a question like this, when . 
all the steamers that enter the ports of the East, and | 
which are employed in conducting the correspond- 
ence and communication with all parts of the East, . 
are seen to carry the French flag, then, I say, there : 


li upon. 


of his remedies he proposed to allow.a draw- 
back. , That is just what we propose. Although 
he would putthe matter in a.different form, and 
dispense with the passing of the articles through 
the custom-house, yet there are good and suffi- 
Nordo 
we disagree with regard to allowing ship stores 
to be taken out of bond free of duty for the use 
of our vessels on foreign voyages. The points 
of disagreement between us which are at all 
substantial are in regard to the tonnage duty 
and the giving af a bounty. The right to col- 


- lect a tonnage duty from all vessels arriving in 


our ports is clear and unquestionable; the gen- 


_tleman from New York will not dispute this; 


and it is nobody’s business but our own what 
we do with the money thus collected. We place 


i it in the United States Treasury. What, then, 
` if we appropriate in bounties to our own ship- 


| 
| 


; Our enemies when we were in trouble. 


ping any sum we please, who but our own citi- 


_ zens have the right to complain? Suppose that 
We know what was | that sum in the aggregate should be equal to 
. the tonnage duties. collected ; is that anybody's 
ada by the Cunard line of steamers and other vessels | i 
j| almost at a day’s notice.” $ 


business but ours? - . ; 
This committee hag considered almost every 


_ conceivable proposition for the revival of our 


commerce, and the measures they have reported 
are the best that the committee could agree 
But show me a better method, and I 
am prepared to go for that. I am wedded to 
no particular scheme. For myself, I will say 
that I am prepared to support any measure 
that will effectually restore qur commerce and 
add to the strength and honor of the country. 
I have already said that I regard subsidies for 
new lines as impracticable. To none of the 
great commercial countries of the world do we 
owe anything; and especially is this the case 
with Franee and England, the countries with 
which we have the greatest intercourse, a 

am 
disposed to have this country avail itself of 
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every means in its power to wrest from them 
what they have taken from us, and if that could 
be done by a system of discriminating duties 
I would say at once, abrogate your commercial 
treaties, and discriminate in favor of American | 
bottoms to the fullest extent that the case will |! 
bear. That I understand to be one of the | 
methods proposed by the gentleman from New 
York—the abrogation of our commercial trea- | 
ties and the imposition of a system of differen: 
tial duties. . . ead 

Mr. WOOD. Ido not think I said anything ` 
which could be construed into such a declara- | 
tion as the gentleman puts into my mouth. I | 
said I was in favor of the modification of the | 
navigation laws so as to place foreign tonnage 
upon an equal footing with our own tonnage 
as respects the commeree of the nation. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I ander- 
stood the gentleman to propose a system of 
discrimination in our duties in favor of Amer- 
ican bottoms. 

Mr. WOOD. Yes, sir, I would adopt a. 
discriminating duty in favor of merchandise | 
imported in American bottoms against that 
imported in English bottoms. . 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
derstand the gentleman. This remedy has been 
fully considered by the committee and been re- | 
jected. Should we adopt such a system there | 
would be immediate retaliation. We might, no | 
doabt, place such a differential duty as would | 
force all merchandise coming from Europe to | 
come in American ships, and England would | 
force all products going to England to go | 
in English ships. The result would be, the 
ships of each country would be compelled to 
cross the ocean one way without freights, and 
consequently would have to double their rates, 
andthe loss would come out of the publie. :-- 

Mr. ALLISON. I would like to ask the , 
gentleman a question. If we impose, as pro- 
posed by this bill, a charge of $2,000 upon | 
each entry of a foreign ship, woald not foreign 
nations be likely to retaliate by levying a sim- | 
ilar charge upon each entry of an American 
ship? In other words, would not the principle | 
of retaliation apply to. this provision as well 
us with respect to differential duties? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. That is 
very likely. Ido not expect that we shall get | 
ahead of England in any little financiering of 
that kind. . 

It may be said that England could not retal- 
jate she could not afford to put a duty on 
our cotton and breadstuffs, and that her people 
would not. stand it. That may be true ds to 
cotton, that she cannot afford to impose on her 
cotton-spinners any duty that will make her. 
raw material cost more than ours; but it would 
cost no more, as it would all be cartied in 
British ships free of duty. But she is not de- 
pendent on us for her breadstuffs. ‘The time 
ig near at hand when we can no longer com- 
pete with the cheap grain-growing regions of 
Europe in supplying England with her bread. 
The great railway system of Russia, bringing 
her grain-fields and ill-paid labor almest to the 
shores of the Baltic and Black sea, is already be- 
ing felt to the great cost of the American farmer, 
and he may as well make up his mind, first as: 
last, that that market will soon be taken from: 
him. England will be certain to find ample 
means of retaliation. Let no one deceive him- 
self in that regard. Though her course toward 
us daring the war was absolutely infamoas, we 
are forced reluctantly to admit that she is the’ 
most powerful nation dn the earth, as well as 
the wisest and most far-seeing. Iam eatirely 
willing that this discriminatory duty question 
should be considered, and if ‘there is any good 
in it I am for it. But let us pass the bill of: 
the committee, with such amendments as are 
proper, and then if you can supplement it with 
any other measure of relief I am sure that 


So I un- | 


none will more rejoice than myself. m 
Mr. CLEVELAND obtained leave to have 


printed, as part of the debates, some remarks 

on the pending bill. [See Appendix. ] 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 

expired. 
EXPENSES OF NAVAL SBRYICE. 

. Mr. SCOFIELD, by: unanimous consent, 
resented a letter from the Secretary of the 
avy, relative to: expenses. of the naval service 

for officers, men, and materials; which was 


‘and ordered to be printed. «_—s«. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


. referred ta the. Committee, on Naval Affairs, i 


the Texas Pacific railroad, to aid in -the con- 
struction of its road, and for other purposes ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
oe to the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road. 


SALE OF PENSION CERTIFICATES. 
Mr. MUNGEN. Task unanimous consent 
to submit the following preamble and resolu- 
tion: 
Wheress the following article, over the signaturo 


` of Hon. H. V 


. Van Aernam, Commissioner of Pensions, 


': is going the rounds of the public press: 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. HANLI, | 
one of its clerks, informed the House.that the ` 


Senate had passed a resolution placing at the. 
disposal of the House one thousand copies of 
the reports of the Paris Exposition, ordered to 


be printed by the Senate on the 3d of March, . 


- 1868, and placing fifty copies in the Congres- 


sional Library for its exchanges. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had disagreed to the amendments of 
the: House to the bill of the Senate No. 846, 
granting a pension to Rebecca Shumaker, 
asked a committee of conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and 
had appointed Mr. HowELL, Mr. Pratt, and 
Mr. Speycsr as the conferees on the part of. 
the Senate. f 

The message 
Senate had disagreed to the amendments of 


the House.to the bill of the Senate No. 147, | 


granting a pension to William B. Looney, of 
Alabama, asked a committee of conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Housesthereon, 


. and had appointed Mr. SPENCER, Mr. Howe tt, 


| DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
- , Pension Orvice, Wasninearon, D. C., 
February 2, 1870. 
Drax Sir: Inresponseto your verbal inquiry about 
the number of pension certificates held by third par- 
ties as collateral security for moncy loaned to pen- 
sioners, I beg to state that, from apparently reliablo 
representations made to mo since connected with this 
office, there are parties in all of. the large cities who 
make a regular business of loaning on these pledged 


. Gertificates of security; that some of these partios 


:. highest rates. 


further announced that the | 
Hon. WIbDLIAM LAWRENCE; `’ 


and Mr.. PrarTT the conferees on the part of . 


" the Senate. 
' The message further announced, that the | 


Senate had passed bills'and a joint resolution, © 


‘in which the concurrence of the House was | 


requested, of the following titles: = 
A bill (S. No. 241) to relinquish the interest | 
of the United States in certain lands to the 


city and county of San Francisco ; 
A bill (S. No: 268) granting public tands in 


A bill (S. No. 881) granting lands to ai 
boundary of Minnesota, at the junction of the 
Sioux Wood river with the Red River of the 
North, to the Winnipeg district of British 
America; and i i : 
A joint resolution (S. R. No. 115) to provide 
for the payment of the claim of Martha A, 
Estill, administratrix of the estate of James M, 


Estill, Redick McKee, and Pablo dela Toba. : 


table. i ni ooa 
- Tht latter motion was agreed to: 
NEW, YORK JUDICIAL DISTRICT. | 
Mr, HOTCHKISS, by unanimous consent; 
introduced 9 bill (H. R. No. 2047):to reorgan- 
ize the judicial district of the-State of New 
York; which was read a first and ‘second 
time, and referred. tothe Committee: on the 
Judiciary. Ne Ea was Te 
: TEXAS:PACIFIO RAILROAD. | ` : 
‘My. ROOTS, by whatimous consent, intro- 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 2048) to incorporate | 


| violation of the 


hold from five to eight thousand certificates, and that 
the rate of interest is three or five dollars if the loan 
is made soon after the semi-annual payment is made, 
andif loaned within twenty or thirty days of the next 
semi-annual payment the rate is reduced to four or 
five dollars. Generally these loans or advances are 
made in driblets, in small sums, reaching through 
tho six months intervening between the payments, 
in all of which gree this interest is charged at the 

no broker of this kind told me last 
Juty that he had at that time over forty-four thou- 
sand dollars ont at such rates on securities. 


am, very truly, Yours: | E YAN AERNAM 


i; House of Representatives. 
And whereas if such things exist they do so in clear 
ension laws of the United States, 
and are flagrantly outrageons of the rights of the 
pensioners, and deserve the censure of every pure- 


‘| minded man: Therefore, with a view of correcting 
‘| this great wrong 


Be tt resolged, That a committee of five menibers 
of this House be appointed to investigate the sub- 
ject, with power to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I object. 
“| | HOMESTEAD LAW. se 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I ask unanimous con- 


_ sent to introduce and put on its passage a bill 


to amend the homestead atts... 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Iobject, 


| Mr. RANDALL moved to. reconsider the 


, constraction of a taiftoad from the western ` 


i the State of Alabama to the Decatur and |: 
| Aberdeen Railroad Company to aid in the | 
‘construction of a railroad to be built from : 
Decatur, Alabama, to Aherdeen, ieee bit 5 | 
the 


Various motions of reference; and also moved 
was the motion to reconsider be laid on the 

table. l l 
The latter motion was agreed to. , 

. . ORDER OF BUSINESS. a 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move 
that the rules be suspended and the House 
resolve itself into the. Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union on the Navy appro- 
priation bill; and pending that motion I move 
that all general debate on that bill in commit- 
tee be closed in three hours after its considera- 
tion shall be resumed. °. > >00 > © 
Mr. DAWES. I move that the time for 
general debate be limited to one hour and a 


half. . : : 
Mr. WASHBURN, of. Wisconsin. I think 


'| that three hours are not too much time to allow 
|| for the general discussion: of a bill 


involving 
an appropriation of $16,000,000. =.: : 
‘Mr. SARGENT. -I hope the debate will not 
be limited to one hour and a half. aes 
Mr, PETERS. [hope it will. 
hour is enough. co . 
.:.Mr.. COX. Mame has. already been heard 
on this bill. Gentlemen from that State: have 
had their tine. eB EEG i 
Theameadmentof Mc. Dawes.was agreed to. 
Mr. COX. I will demand the yeas and nays 
on this unless we have more time. It is not 
fair the debate’ should be' cut off in an hour 
and a half. - I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was agreed to ordering 
the. general debate to be closed in one hour 
and a half on the Nayy appropriation bill. 
On that ‘motion I demand the yeas and nays. 
Mr. DAWES.: The yeas and nays will take 
up an hour, and I am willing to make the time 
two hour. j ; 


I think one 
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Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I think 
it is only fair that three hours should be given 
to the discussion of a bill as important as this 


one. 
Mr. COX. Why does not the gentleman 
from Massachusetts let the gentleman from 


Wisconsin manage his own bill? The gentle- i ; 
3 ‘| one week. 


men on the other side have been heard on this 

bill, while we have not yet had a chance to be 

heard. ; 7 pee 
The yeas and nays were ordered. eee 
Mr. DAWES. I appeal tothe House, instead 


general debate. 7 . 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I object to making it 
two hours. . : 
Mr. COX. 
three hours.should be allowed for the general 
discussion on this bill. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I shall 


not occupy any more time on the general dis- |, James Barton, and John H. Barton, claim- | 


Wasueornn, of Wisconsin, that all general 
debate be limited to three hours. yet 
The motion was agreed to, on a division— 
ayes ninety-one, noes not counted. 
LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. MILNES obtained leave of absence for 
Mr. SCHENCK obtained leave of absence 


= for one week. 


j: sion ofthe leave of absence heretofore 
~~), to him. 
It was the understanding that | 


ti 


of consuming time in calling the yeas and nays, ` 
to let an hour be added to the hour allowed for F 


Mr. HAIGHT obtained leave of absence 
until Monday next. > ese 

Mr. CAKE obtained: indefinite leave of 
absence. 


bsence 
Mr. DOCKERY obtained one week’s exten- 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


l 
| 


granted ; 


Mr. TOWNSEND was granted leave to | 
l; withdraw from the files of the House the papers : 
+ connected with the petition of Edward Barton, 


| 
| 


1 


li 


that which is in accordance with military detail 
and red tape, he is yet troubled because the 
present Secretary of the Navy is a jolly, easy- 
going man, and not a martinet with a stern 


ce. 
The chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations, [Mr. Dawes, ] whose words, I think, 


are better listened to by the country to-day 
‘and all this session than those of any other 


man in either House of Congress, has laid his 
heavy hand on the Navy Department, and sub- 


i jected it to his scrutinizing and sarcastic cen- 


sure. Ihave no doubt he believes his censures 
to be just. They seem to me, however, to be 
too sweeping. 

And now another member of the Committee 
on Appropriations, the gentleman from Wis- 
consin, [Mr. WASHBURN, | who has this bill in 
charge, acting upon the views of the commit- 
tee, has brought in a bill here which cuts down 


, the estimates of the Navy Department some- 


cussion of this bill. It involves $16,000,000. | ing compensation for damage done to their |, 
steamer, Uncle Abe, by the United States |` 


I do not think an hour and a half is enough 
time. Several gentlemen on this side of the 
House have told me they desired to’ be heard; 
they would themselves occupy much longer. 
assured them I would ask for three hours. 

Mr. PETERS. 


| 


| 


I should like to say a word. ` 


J understand there are seven appropriation bills, ` 


and I know gentlemen like to talk on general 
matters when they are: before the House. 


believe under the five-minutes rule we can say | 


everything that ought to be said. 
_ Mr. INGERSOLL. . So do I. 


Mr. PETERS. When this bill was formerly 


| 
| 


Io 
‘order, the naval appropriation bill. 


steamer Zouave, on which the Committee of 


i ' Claims reported adversely. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WASHBURN,, of Wisconsin. I now 
move that the rules be suspended and the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the 


the Department. 
© taken up the strain, and have spread it abroad 


Whole on the state of the Union on the special - 


also 
desire, pending the motion to go into Com- 


: mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
to move that the Committee of the Whole be ` 


before the House the gentleman from Wiscon- :. 
sin [Mr. Wasupurn] had. an-hour, and I be- | 
lieve the House allowed him half an: hour more. | 


An evening séssion was voted, but’ nobody | 


came. We have voted down discussion on the 
tariff, and I want to.see a beginning made 


of stopping general, debate on bills of this | 


class. ee tae Tore Tene 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. We desire 
to put the bill through to-day if the gentleman 
will give us his aid. k z 
. Mr. PETERS. I will consent to two hours 


of general debate, and I hope my friend from 


New York [Mr. Cox] will have at least half 
an hour of that time. l 
Mr. COX. I donot want the time for myself. 


Mr. STEVENS. Idesireto makean appeal | 


to, the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Perms, | 
who. I know is a liberal-minded man. The 


directed to take a recess from half past four 
until half past seven. i ; 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to make a sug- 


gestion, ei | 
Mr. STEVENS. Lobject.. ae 
ihe SPEAKER. .The motion is not debat- 
able. 


e 


The question was put on the motion that the 


', Committee .of tlhe Whole on the state of the 


only gentlemen who have had an opportunity: , 


of expressing their views on this question have | 


been the. gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mre 
WASHBURN, ] who has charge of the bill, and 


the gentleman’s own colleague now sitting | 


beside him, [Mr. HaLeE.} Various members 
of the Committee’ on Naval Affairs desire to 
be heard on the merits of the bill. I desire 
myself to be considered in that category, and I 


trust the House will not unduly limit general | 


debate. f 


Mr. PETERS. . I. should like. to make a | 


speech on the bill of one hour myself, but I do » 
not wish to take up the time of the House, and i 


I shall not yield to an extension of the time 


beyond two hours unless such be the desire of | 
T move to lay on. the table the 


the House. 
motion of thegentleman from New York, {Mr. 


ox. J} . : 
The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 


will operate as a test question just as much as | 


the motion to lay on the tabłe. =< 
The question was put on Mr. Cox’s motion 


to reconsider the vote by which Mr. Prrers’s | 


amendment limiting general debate to one 
hour and a half was agreed to. . 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 
86, noes 38. A mk as 
’ So the House agreed to reconsider the vote. 
The question recurred on Mr. Peregs’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 


The question recurred on the motion of Mr.. 


thing like ten million dollars. And he has 
taken occasion in his speech just made, which 
has little praise of the Secretary of the Navy 
personally, at least to censure if not to attack 
The newspapers, too, have 


: allover the land, that Congress does not believe 


in the Navy Department, and that some of the 
votes of this House are equivalent to a vote 
of censure upon it. 

Then there are vexatious questions connected 
with-the Navy itself, controversies in regard 
to rank and precedence, quarrels between line 
officers and officers of the staff; so that men 
who should be engaged in a common work of 
sustaining the reputation and honor of the Navy 


: to which they all belong stand with hands at 


each other’s throats, Hence many men have 
experienced, as has my friend from Pennayl- 
vania [Mr. Govopz]} who bas just taken his 


; seat, a feeling of complete dissatisfaction with 


the whole concern. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, 


i it may well be said that the American Navy has 
‘ fallen upon evil days. 


', Union take a recess from half past four until | 


half past seven; and it was agreed to, on a , 


division—ayes 86, noes 33. 


_ The question was then taken on the motion | 


to go into Committee of the Whole, and it 


| was, agreed to.. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into 


‘| Committee of the Whole on the state of the © 
‘| Union, (Mr. Exprincs in the chair,) and re- | 


But I think a good deal of this prejudice 
would disappear from men’s minds and from 
the mind of Congress, provided a fair under- 
standing coald be reached as to the actual con- 


' dition of the Navy at the present time, how it 
n» came to bein that condition, and what is the 
i will of the Department having it in charge as 


sumed the consideration..of the special order, | 


being the bill (H. R. No. 1533) making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year 
ending the 30th of June,.1871. ‘ 


to its condition in the future and the expenses 
attendantthereon. The people expect at our 
hands a watchful economy as to the expendi- 


nı ture of the public money which they pay in 


© the form of taxes. 


The CHAIRMAN. The House has ordered ; 


that all general debate on the pending bill shall 
be closed in, three hours 
Committee of the Whole talea recess from half 
past four until half past seven. The g-ntle- 


man from Maine [Mr, Hate] hag the floor for |: 
. Sa “or men holding office who conspire inside to 
.. Mr, HALE then tesumed and concluded his | 


twenty-five, minutes. . ; 


speech conimenced on the 21st of April last. 
The following is the entire speech: 

: Mr: Chairman, J had not supposed that: this 
naval appropriation bill would be called up. 
to-day. „But asit is before the House I desire 
to say something for the Navy Department and 


its management, Tocensgre that Department ‘| 
‘has been a faverite diversion here and else: | 


where. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 


: and also that the | 


Cox] finds fault with its management, and says | 


|| that it is, made a barborage for. useless and 


unneeded officials. It irka him to see Vice 


Admiral Porter earning his Vice Admiral’s pay ` 
by laboring at his desk, although in general he | 
| believes that navel officers are over-fed and 


over-paid. 


|| T find; from treading his speech, which was 
|, delivered here in February last, that although- 


he evidently longs for the time to come when 


the business in that Department will be done © 


in the free and easy civilian style; instead -of 


. We upon this side of the 
House promised this as the result of the eleo- 
tion of General Grant and a Republican ad- 


‘ministration; and the people expect usto carry 


_be- faithfully collected. 


out the promise. They expect that taxes will 


They expect that cor- 


' ruption and fraud, whether found among men 


outside, conspiring to cheat the Government, 


defraud the Government, shall be put down; 
that the one class shall be detected and pun- 


ished; that the other, if found inefficient or 
, corrupt, shall be expelled. They expect pru- 


dence in the management of every department 
of this Government. This:we are bound to 
give them. : ass 

But while this is expected, Mr. Chairman, 
I believe, on the other hand, that the people 
do not shrink from the proper burdens involved 
in carrying on this Government. There are 
certain things to which they expect and are 
willing to-contribute in the way of outgo as 
well as that coming in. : 

They expect that the interest upon our na 
tional debt will be promptly paid. They expect, 


i| as I think, not that so much of the principal 
| of that debt shall be paid that the generation 
| which bore the burden of carrying on the war. 
: shall have to pay the whole of the debt, but 


that just enough of it shall be paid to make 
it certain that immediate posterity can easily 
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extinguish it, They expect, as I believe, that a | million, seven hundred and seventy-nine thou- 
fair expenditure shali be made fur keeping up | sand tons, and the following are the figures in 


every department of the Government. ‘They 
are willing, as I believe—I know that my con- 


stituents are, often as we may be reminded of 


economy, and that is a rule of action which I 


recognize as faithfully represented by the chair- 


man ofthe Committee on A ppropriations—they 


are willing that public servants shall be fairly. 
id for their work ; that thereshall beno nig:: 


gardliness in the conduct of the Government ; 


that a fair and reasonable civil, military, naval, 


and judicial expenditure shall be indulged in 


under the rule of economy. As to the Navy. 


Department, I believe that the people are will- | 


ing and expect that an establishment as large 
at least as that which we have at present upon 
the waters of the ocean shall be kept up. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a question only? 

Mr. HALE. I dislike to yield, and I dislike 
also to decline to yield. 
‘The CHAIRMAN. 
Maine declines to yield. f 

Mr. HALE. I will yield for a question. 
Mr. MORGAN. Then I pat to the honor- 
able gentleman this inquiry: when he talks of: 


The gentleman from | 


| 


I 


economy is he aware that the Secretary of:the | 
Navy, in his estimate of the appropriation — 


necessary for the salaries of naval officers,. 
has made that estimate $2,000,000 above the 


amount necessary to pay the legal salaries of | 


the officers of the Navy? If the gentleman 
does not so understand, I am ready so to prove. 
Mr. HALE. I do not know that; and I do 


not know of any man who does know it. , 


(Laughter. ] 
Mr. MORGAN. I know it, and I will 
prove it. 
Mr. HALE. [I decline to be farther inter- © 


rupted. 

‘The CHAIRMAN, The 
ceed without interruption. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Chairman, we needa Navy 
to protect our commerce wherever it goes.. 
That commerce before the war. was the wonder 
and admiration of the world. : It has been re- 
duced by causes beyond our control, incidental 
to the prosecution, successful as it was, of the 


gentleman will pro- `; 


war for the suppression of the rebellion. Re- | 
duced as it is, the best minds of the age in this . 


country are now engaged in devising means. to 


restore it to its former supremacy. There is | 
no record in the history of the world of. any : 


nation whose people have been given to trade | : 


and commerce that has not at all times kept 
up and increased from year to year its navy 
for the purpose of protecting its commerce. 
More than that, some nations have done what 
I believe this nation should not do, continually 
pushed out their. borders, have extended their 
jurisdiction upon the sea-board, in order to 


extend their commerce, the invariable result | 


of which has been the extension of their navy. ` 


No instance can be found of a maritime Power | ? ; 
that hag not guarded its navy as the apple of ‘| ica, and west coast of Africa, the extent of 


its eye. . 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there has been só much 
talk about the size of the American Navy that 
I propose to give-a few figures here, that they 
may show, as they did to my mind after ex- 
amination, how inferior we are in this respect 
to other maritime Powers. 
byits last Register, before the onejustreceived, 
and there is but little. difference between the 
two, had a total of seven hundred and nineteen 
vessels of all clasaes, with a tonnage of six 
hundred and sixty thousand tons. The naval 
tonnage of Great Britain last year was one 
eighth as large as the tonnage of its entire 
immense commercial marine, swollen as it has 
been by the prosperity of Great Britain in this 
respect at the expense of the American com- 
mercial marine. Great Britain has ships of war 
in every ocean and upon every sea to protect 
her commerce, and to make trade upon the 
water as safe as the winds and waves will allow. 
The mercantile tonnage of England is five 


The British navy | 


reference to the navy of England by the last 
Register : 
Ships of war, floating batteries, receiving-ships,train- 


ing-shipS in S€rvice........ cesses 5 
Steam screw fUN-b0ats..... cress cesscessseseesee 170 
PO tad EEEE Piva EN EA N 719 
= 


In commission, or building, heavy armor-plated 


TONS... 


steamships, averaging 3,500 tons each, largest 6,000 . aia k 
; aes ee 40 |: alone 81 vessels, carrying in all 492 guns, with 


Whole tonnage of the British navy is,........ , 660,000 
Whole tonnage of. the Navy of the United 
States is....... ENS PE EEA PE EN 186,552 


Proportion of naval tonnage of the United 


States to mercantile, nearly one twenty-fourth ; |, 


proportion of naval tonnage of Great Britain 


tonnage of France to mercantile, one fourth. 
Mr. MORGAN, 


man a question. . 
Mr. HALE. I bope the gentleman will 
excuse me. The gentleman from Wisconsin, 


[Mr. WAsEBURxN,] who reported this bill has 
stated that he would afford ample time for 
discussion, and the gentleman, therefore, can 
a i his views when he gets the floor. 
There were British ships of war, in commis- 
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_ Added this year: 4 iron-plated corvettes, 1 
iron-plated coast-guard ship, and 2 training- 
ships. This represents the real strength of 
the French navy. The old fleet is rapidly being 
transformed or going out of the service. The 
whole tonnage of the French navy is 469,000 
tons, or equal to about one fourth of the 
whole mercantile tonnage of France, which 
is 2,000,000 tons. ` 

‘The Russian navy comprises in the Baltic 


© a tonnage of 112,637 tons, and includes 6 


, wooden screw steamers, ranging from 3,500 


to 4,500 tons each; two frigates of 6,257 


‘tons and 6,040 tons respectively; these float- 


I desire to ask the gentle- |: 


ing batteries, each over 3,200 tons; 8 frigates, 
ranging from 8,100 to 4,500 tons each, besides 


to mercantile, one eighth; proportion of naval | other smaller vessels, from 800 to 2,000 tons. 


To these should be added, which are now build- 
ing, 6 corvettes, ranging from 3,200 to 4,100 
tons each, 2 double-turret monitors of 1,850 


© tons each, and 4 naval yachts, ranging from 200 


tons to 3,000 tons each. In addition there are 
2 screw transports, measuring together 1,153 
tons; 18sailingtransports ; 23 small steamers, 
armed with 32 guns, measuring 4,827 tons, and 
9 small steamers, carrying 1 gun each. Her 


: Baltic fleet alone in material, kind, and num- 


sion and in service, exclusive of gan-boats, | 


block-ships, drill-ships, gunnery-ships, receiv- 
ing-ships, troop-ships, &c., from Navy List of 
January 1, 1870: armored ships, 26, carrying 
426 guns; ships of line and frigates, 17; cor- 
vettes and sloops, 25; gun- vessels, 39, carrying 
1,116 guns; total armored and wooden steam- 


ers, 117; total guns, 1,542. 
; 7 | 
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Besides this, England has small squadrons 
at Australia, on the southeast coast of Amer- 


which I have been unable to ascertain. 
It will be seen that in the coast fleet at home 
England has 4 larger fleet of vessels, of greater 


i; other classes known in naval service. 
: being rapidly increased, to keep pace with the 


weight arid power of guns and tonnage, than | 


the United States has in every squadron she | 


keeps up anywhere or the face of ‘the earth. 


' France ia thé next naval Power to Great Brit- | 


ain. 
divided as follows: steam vessele, 331, with 
76,185 horse-power; ‘sailing vessels, 99. Of 
these, launched but still unfinished, 7 steam 
vessels; 710 horse-power; 81 steam vessels on 
stocks, 13,405 horse-power. This fleet is sub- 
divided into new fleet and old fleet. 
has 314 steam vessels; sai 
is divided into— —  .- 


Armored ships of every class... te Soe ae 50 
Wooden fighting-fleet screw vessels -.90 
Steam flotilla............ TOE TEON 


Transport fleet.........-. hoeden nrssereorererreese ais 
Training-ships for officers and gunners 


* Two of the four are floating iron-clad batteries at 
Bermuda. 


The French navy consists of 480 vessels, | 


New fleet ! 
ling vessels, 70; and | 


ber, nearly doubles the entire fleet of the Uni- 
ted States in all her squadrons. 

The Spanish navy consists of 128 vessels, 
including 10 first-class iron-clads, J1 large 
screw steamers, 22 paddle-wheel steamers, 26 
screw corvettes, 31 gun- boats, and other sailing 
and steam vessels. Mr. Chairman, there are 
now in the Cuban waters 61 Spanish vessels, 
mounting 560 guns. Spain has in weight of 
metal, in the Cuban waters, over our own 
power, 50 per cent. more of naval force than 
we could muster if we should scoop up our 
entire squadrons and put them into one and set 
them down there. 

Even Prussia, which has had no naval out- 


| look and no naval prospect and no naval pride 
| or ambition until of late, when she gained her 


_ great ascendency in Europe, has 86 vessels of 
© all classes, carrying 547 guns, and includes 
armored vessels, wooden steamers, and the 


It is 


: growing importance of the State, with the view 


States next to the sea. 
design of her statesmen to make Prussia- one 


to the absorption by that Power of the smaller 
It is evidently the 


of the first-class naval Powers in the world. 

Even little Denmark, a fifth-rate European 
Power, and having no need of a navy—or at 
least with no reason for having a navy to be 
compared with ours—has a navy of 33 vessels, 
carrying over 400 guns. 

Such are some of the navies of the world, 
the navies of the Powers that are rivals to our- 
selves, and the navies with which, if ours is 
ever required at all, it will come in conflict, 
Now, Mr. Chairman, let us see what is our 
Navy, and what portion of it is at sea, and in 
actual service or fit for actual service. The 
question is not, Mr. Chairman, what our Navy 


| was five years ago, but what itisnow. During 


the war it was enormously increased. IJ may 
state, however, what it was in 1860, as that is 
a point of some importance for purposes ‘of 
cumparison, because it was then upon a peace 
establishment. We had five squadrons on 
foreign stations, numbering 31 vessels, carry- 
ing 455 guns. And besides those abroad we 
had at home 10 ships of the line, such as the 
Pennsylvania and Vermont, which I suppose 
were of little real account, 10 frigates, 21 sloops- 
of-war, 3 brigs, 8 screw steamers of the first 
class, 6 of the second class, 9 of the third class, 


l| and 7 side-wheel steamers of the three classes, 


besides store, receiving, and tender ships. 
Then we had some of the best ships that the 
world could produce. We had first class screw 
steamers, like the Niagara, the Colotado, and 
the Wabash; of from 3,000 to 4,000 tons, which 
excited the admiration of naval and scientific 


‘ 
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judges wherever they were seen. Up to that 
time I am sure they had never been surpassed 
or equaled. And the second-class steamers, | 
like the Pensacola, the Brooklyn, and the Hart- | 
ford, were as good as the first class. in propor- 


tion to the weight of metal which they carried. -' 


: 


We have never, from that day to this, been in « 


so good a condition as regards the character 
of the vessels composing our Navy as ‘we were 
before the. war, when the expenditures of the ` 
Government were light, never exceedin 
the aggregate $90,000,000. a 

The war launched us. on a bread sea of . 
expense, We had, it is true, no fleets of the | 
enemy to meet at sea, and the war gave rise to 
no great naval battles like the Nile or Trafal- 
gar. Butwehad a coast of thousands of miles 
to blockade. The gentleman from Wisconsin 
who has charge of this appropriation bill be- | 
lieves that instead of taking the. course which 
was taken by the Navy Department a different 
method might have been adopted of conducting : 
this blockade. It is easy, sir, to say so now. . 
It may be easy to go back and say that such a | 
thing or such another thing might have been: 
better done. But I would ask what. Depart- 
ment, civil, military, or naval, looking back 
on all it had done during the war, would not 
see room for improvement? The Department . 
did then what it thought was best. We had 
to blockade these thousands of miles of coast. 
Fleets had to be fitted out and transports pro- 
vided, and these transports had to be pro- 
tected. We had to besiege and attack Charles- 
ton and Savannah and Port Royal and Mobile 
and Wilmington, and other important points 
on the coast. We had to open the. Missis- 
sippi and capture New Orleans, and after- 
ward, in slow sequence, to reduce the rebel 
strongholds on the banks of that river. 

The rebel piratical ctuisers that escaped 
from southern ports, or stole out from the 
ports of those nations who were in sympathy 
with the South to prey upon our commerce, 
had to be watched and chased over half the 
seas of the world. © But successful ag we 
finally were in driving these corsairs off the 
seas, it ig a fact, though it may not be gener- 
ally known, (the gentleman. from Wisconsin | 
has alluded to it,) that at the time the Kear- | 
sarge fought and sunk the Alabama off. Cher- 
-bourg the American Navy had not a single 
vessel that could sail. or steam with the Ala- 
bama. And it was only the false confidence 
of Captain Semmes in his crew and his vessel 
that enabled our sailors in the Kearsarge to 
fight and sink that vessel to the bottom of | 
the sea. : i 

The highest point reached was in 1865, when 


| 
the whole number of vessels in our Navy was |: 
i 


g in| l 
: . | laid up in the yards. 


‘can be. 


` still farther reduction. 


condition of the Army atthat time. A regi- 
ment çan be raised, as was proved, in a month, 
and it can be disbanded in less time. Butthe 
expense incident to fitting out a fleet is great, 
and involves a long time as-compared with an 
army. Its depreciation is of a kind that can- 
not be repaired immediately, as that inan army 
When the war ended it was at once 
properly determined to reduce the naval force, 
to put our Navy upon a peace footing, and the 
greater part of the vessels were either sold or 
_ But all parties and all 
persons admitted that we must have a respect- 
able Navy. It was found, however, by the 


' Secretary of the Navy difficult to get appropri- 
` ations sufficient to keep up even a respectable | 
The tendency in men’s minds was to ` 


Navy. 
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cut down military appropriations, and when | 


that had been done, to cut them down again, 
and to follow up that second reduction by a 
So that the Secretary 
of the Navy found that, while the prices of labor 
and materials and everything else had increased, 
the money which was put into his hands by 


_ appropriations in the years after the war was 
not suiicient for him to make good inany great 
' degree the waste of the war. 


Mr. Welles, in a letter to Hon. James W. 
Grimes, chairman of the Naval Committee of 
the Senate, on Jannary 29, 1868, thus refers 
to this subject : 

In accordance with the oft-repeated views of Con- 


as useless, and they were so sold. 


: gress, expressed in various ways, and in consequence | 


_ turning from service laid up without repair. A large | 


between six andseyen hundred. But it should | 


be borne in mind, Mr. Chairman, that this | 
increase had been almost entirely of a tem- 
porary character. 
out with armaments for emergencies arising | 
in the war which could not be available when | 
these emergencies passed away. Many of these | 
have been sold during the period which has | 
since elapsed. Jt should also be borne in mind | 
that while the wat was. being waged the whole | 
energies of the country were bent toward fitting | 
out armaments for transporting troops and to : 
carry on the war, and: that the main attention | 
of the Navy Department was legitimately turned | 


in this direction. And this necessity prevented | 
the Navy Department during the war from giv: | 
ing its attention to repairs and to ke¢ping up | 
the condition of the vessels that it would other- ' 
wise have been able to maintain. Every nerve | 
was strained to keep up the vast extent of our 
naval armament, and every single vessel that 
the Government put afloat during the war was 
like a racer in a vital conflict; it had to win its 
immediate race, no matter at what expense of 
atrength for the hereafter. 

So it was found when the war ended that this 
waste and depreciation had left the Navy ina 
condition entirely different. from what was the 


4 


4 


ofthoreduced appropriations, the expenditurcs upon 
naval vessels have for the last two or three years 
boen restricted to the actual amount necessary to 
kecp a small number afloat. If vessels have not 


been needed for immediate use they were upon re- | 


expenditure will be required—larger now than would 
havo been necessary hadthe repairs been made when 
the vessel went out of commission—but the funds 
were not provided. It is a wise and economical 
policy to repair vessels of the permanent Navy and 
put their machinery in order as they return from 
service, and a Government whose commercial inter- 


ests are as extensive as those of the United States, | 


and whose naval power is so often appealed to, 
should always have vessels in readiness for any 
emergency. If not required for immediate special 
service they will not long remain unused, but be 
needed to replace those which have been abroad for 
the usual term. 
caster, Colorado. 


ing, Wach 


Wyoming, 


Such vessels-as the Hartford, Lan- 


ired to fit any one of them for service. 
those who succeed me are embarrassed for the 
want of vessels or means itshall be through no fault 


of mine, for it has been my endeavor that the wants | 
|| of the service and the true interests of the country 
: should be faithfully presented to Congress. 
:: annual reports, as well as in special communications | 
;. of the Navy Department, and in thisletter, my object 


In my 


has been and is the welfare of the service. 


> Itis a satisfaction to know that the Department is |: 
not responsible for the pefishing and non-efficient 


Wabash, Minnesota, Susquehanna, : 
husett, Juniata, Brooklyn, and Mo- ; 
nongahela, are in home ports; but months will be , 


F 


eondition of our naval vessels which remain at the : 


wharves unftted and unrepaired for service. 


Very respectfully, . i 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary Navy. 


i Hon. James W. GgI{es, United States Senator. 
Many vessels were fitted | 


This, then, was the condition of the Ameri- 
can Navy when the war ended. I have gone 
over this for the purpose of showing just in 
what condition ifs present Administration 
found the Navy when it came into office. At 
that time I find, by the report of the-Secretary 
of the Navy for 1869, the entire force was as 


follows, The Secretary gays: .. .... 
"When my immediate predecessor came inte office, 
on the 9th day of March fast, theNavyyof ey nited 


States then consisted of two hundred and three ves- 
sels of all classes, and in-every condition. é 
“These measured oné, hundred and eighty-three 


: thousand four hundred and forty-two tons, and were 


i 


calculated to carry, when in commission, thirteen 
hundred and sixty-six gans, exclusive of howitzers. 
“Of these ships one hundred and fifty-one were 
wooden, and fifty-two were iron-clad or monitors. 
“Of the wooden ships thirty-two were sailing ves- 
sels; fifty-three were steamers, with some auxiliary 
steam power; forty-four were steamers, without any 
efficient sail power: and twenty-two were without 


sail power ofany kind.” : l 

But it must be borne in mind that of all this 
force only a very small portion constituted the 
active force of the Navy. It was embraced 
in a small number of vessels, forty-three in 
all, carrying three hundred and fifty-six guns, 
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and in addition to this there were six small 
vessels, carrying thirty-six guns, in commission 
for purposes about the coast. This was the 
condition of the Navy as this Administration 
found it when it came into power. It was 
smaller than the British channel fleet, which 
carries three hundred and ninety-one guns; 
it was but little larger than the British North 
American fleet, which carries two hundred 
and forty-one guns; it was only about three 
fourths as large as the Russian Baltic fleet ; it 
was little more than half as large as the Prus- 
sian navy; it was smaller than the navy of 
Denmark; it was smaller by two fifths than 
the Spanish navy at that time, and since, in the 
waters of the West Indies. And where was 
this Navy? It was divided into five different 
squadrons: the North American station or 
squadron, the South American station, the 
Pacific station, the European station, and the 
Asiatic station. Now, what was the condition 
of these different fleets on the 4th of March, 
1869? The commander of the Asiatic squad- 
ron, Rear Admiral Rowan, reported immedi- 
ately after the dth of March, 1869, that four of 
his line vessels were absolutely unfit to go to 
sea. He asked a survey upon them, and it was 
granted. It was found that they must go out 
of service; and so poor were they, worn out 
in the war, that three of them had to be sold 
That left 
him with the remnant, such as it was. And 
at that time, with this force in his hands, 
weakened as he was in that way, there was at 
the control of the Secretary in the yards of the 
United States but one vessel that was in a 
condition to be sent to sea, and she required 
. more than two months’ time to fit her out and 


i: send her off. If his vessels had all been good, 


‘his whole force in the vast Indian seas was a 
little fleet of seventy-two guns. Where we had 
one vessel there Great Britain had three, and 
France had two. And it isa fact that at that 
' time the necessities of our commercial marine 
` in those waters were such that time and again 
' they were relieved by foreign vessels, in the 
: absence of sufficient American force to protect 
them there. ee: 

The European squadron, under Rear Ad- 
miral Radford, consisted on March 4, 1869, of 
seven vessels, mounting eighty-seven guns in 
all. This was the entire force we had for the 
whole European coast, and for the dominions 
of those nations with whom is most of our 
intercourse. 

The South Atlantic squadron consisted of 
: six vessels and fifty-six guns. The war be- 
: tween Brazil and Paraguay, and the compli- 

cations arising therefrom, made it necessary 


‘| that we should have a far greater force there. 
. The Pacific fleet covers whatever may be needed 
i: for commercial relations along a coast of seven 
‘: thousand miles, and in it we had twelve ves- 


i 
i 
| 
i 
i 


| sels and about one hundred guns, equal to two 
| good British or French men-of-war. Bight of 
| those twelve vessels had to be sent to the navy- 
| yard at San Francisco for repairs. They were 
| in such condition that it was not safe to keep 
| them afloat longer; two thirds of the entire 
; squadron had to be sent there for repairs, for 
' the expenditure of money to be put upon them. 
: Now,I cometo the West India fleet.: Ihave 
left that purposely to the last, because it illus- 
trates more significantly than any other the 
scope of my argument as to the condition in 
which the new Administration found our Navy 
when it came into office. We all remember 
: what was the situation at thattime; that affairs 
i were threatening in reference to Cuba in 
' March, 1869. When Congress adjourned in 
the month of April of last year, a resolution 
had passed this House, on one of the last days 
of the session, which gave encouragement to 
| filibusters and to the advocates of the recog- 
‘nition of Cuban independence. Spain was 
, assembling in great numbers her navy in the 
. West Indian waters. Our Navy at that time 
' in those waters included six vessels, the Albany, 


1840. 


oftwelve gans, the Nerraganset, three guns, the 
Gettysburg.an old blockade-runner, seven small 
guns, the Yantic, of four gans, the Nipsic, of 
four guns, and the Penobscot, of four guns ; six 
small vessels in all. 


One iron-clad could have | 


| 
{ 
t 
1 
{ 


ne down there and swept from the West . 
indian waters every vessel that we had there for | 


the protection of our citizens and of our com- | 


merce. — a 
But this, bad as it is, was not the worst. 
Five oat of these six vessels were condemned 


' the Navy for averting it. 


ag unfit for service and unseaworthy, and were | 


gent home for repairs. And at that time there 


was nota vessel in allthe yards onthe Atlantic ` 


coast that could have been immediately sent to 
Cuba had an emergency arisen requiring it. 
These vessels had been kept at sea during and 
after the war, without repairs, until they were 
ngeless, until almost every speck of goodness 
had been ran and worn out of them. So that 
at this time Rear Admiral Hoff, commanding 
in the West Indies, was left at one time with 
but one small vessel upon which he could 
depend to protect our interests there. No 
wonder that the head of our Navy opposed war 
at that time. = 

What did the Secretary of the Navy then 
do? What was his course when he came into 
office? He tried, as any man ‘should, to get 
ready for war if it should come. He sent 
orders to rect dur citizensin Cuba. A new 
force, as as it could be fitted. out, was sent 
to the Admiral. Two iron-clads, the Saugas 
and the. Dictator, and four sloops-ofwar were 
sent down as soon as possible. But by that 
time—and here is a significant comment on the 


ships came to him his flag-ship gave ‘out, and 
he had to send it home, so that he had nothing 


= our property and destroying our cities. 
‘outraged and indignant people would have | 
` beaten at the doors of Congress and'demanded |: 
' why the nation had been left defenseless in‘its `: 
. hour of peril. ‘ 


but the new vessels which had been sent to: 
him; and, with all this improved fleet, the ` 


Spaniards have so‘inereased theirs that they 


have in the Cuban waters over five hundred : 


gune—forty per cént. more than our entire 
Navy. S 


Now, this is not an exaggerated statement | 


of the condition of our Navy in March, 1869. 
The new Secretary set himaelf to reform the 
situation. A competent boara af naval offi- 
cers, headed by Admiral Goldsborough, was 
ordered to examine the condition of our ves- 
sels, their capacity, and efficiency as to steam 
or other: motive-power, and to report upon 
repaits and- improvements. ‘The report was 
duly made. It is found in the appendix of 
the report of the Secretary of the Nayy, und 
if any gentleman hasa curiosity to see the'con- 
dition iù which this Administration found the 


Navy, as to: the efficiency'of ‘some of its best | 
The new | 


weasels, let him read: that report: 
Sectetary set himself to work to remove these 
defects. The work which he began was con- 
tinued: by the ‘present Secretary, who came 
into office in the latter patt:of June, 1869. 


Now, let me ask any gentleman ‘inclined to | 2 
find fault with this Department what he would |! 


Yave done under such circunrstances—taking 
charge of the Department with vessels run 


down. inthe manner I have so imperfectly | 


desertbed? Should our squadrons have. been 


Jeft to fall to pieces? Should the American | 


flag, as represented by our national ships, have į 


‘been suffered to die out upon the waters of 
‘the globe? Should the Cuban waters and the 


‘cate and protection of American citizens have | 
‘been left entirely tothe mercy of the Spaniard? |; 


Efolteowed the other day ds closely as I could 


the speech of the gentleman from Wisconsin, |) 4 


{Mr. Wasusvry,] and while he was complain- 
ing of the conduct of naval affairs'and its cost 
[ tried'to see what remedy he proposed. All 
‘I contd discover was that under such circam- 
‘stances he would :‘*pause and: consider what 
-showid bedone.’’ `- Would the gentleman have 
‘hat the Secretary of the. Navy at that time 
Pause and consider what was to be done?” 
Let: him reflectupon the situation. The news- 
“Papers were-elamoring: for war; the Spanish 
‘fleet was being rapidly augmented ; Congress 


had passed a resolution giving aid and com- 
fort to the filibusters; there was immediate 
and impending danger of war. No wonder, 
I say, that the Secretary of the Navy op- 
posed ft. Had the gentleman himself been 


-in the Cabinet at that time I have no doubt 


he would have done just what the Secretary 
of the Navy did. We shall perhaps never 


- know how near we were to war at that time, 
‘and how much we owe to the Secretary of 


Consider what would 
have béen the resalt had the Secretary given 
way to the clamor, and had war ensued. The 
United States was without a fleet with which 
to méeb the enemy, and the Spanish squad- 


; rons would have been on our coast burning 


‘An i 


"Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Thegen- | 
_tleman puts a wrong construction on what I 


said. I said that if after $500,000,000 spent 
in building up our ‘Navy we had no better 
result than what the gentleman “now tells us, 
it was time to pause and consider whether we 


` had been pursuing the correct policy. 


Mr. HALE. ‘The thing to be taken into 


eonsideration by any officer entering tipon the | 


adiministration of the Government is not ‘what 
has been done iti years before, but what work 
he finds laid out for him to do. The Secre- 
tary was not to consider what had been done 
or expended by Mr. Welles, but in what condi- 


| tion he-found the sérvice. 
condition of our old Navy—by the time these | 


This brings me to another consideration. As 


: the Navy was in this condition, and in view of 


the ‘cotirse pursued by the Sécrétary of ‘the 
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I also give the tables for the two fiscal years 
ending July 1, 1869 and 1870: 


1868. Amount Amount Amount 

° drawn, refunded, expended, 
July........... $2,675,586 72 $340,443 48 $2,385,143 24 
August...... 2,259,601 28 1,258,280 70 1,001,320 58 
September. 3,068,695 07 799,809 99 2,268,885 OS 
October ..... 4,025,732 10 703,914 15 3,321,817 95 
November. 1,972,193 88 311,344 30 1,600,849 58 
: Decembar.. 1,490,021 45 269,465 15 1,220,556 30 
January... 2,612,589 98 1,300,869 96 1,311,720 02 
February... 3,162,199 47 2,397,686 07 764,513 40 
March....... 2,727,345 19 1,093,112 91 1,634,232 28 
April......... 1,663,735 47 213,255 36 1,450,481 11 
BY wecseeee 1,463,689 15 452,351 54 1,011,287 6l 
JUNG......002 2,825,396 24 805,441 46 2,019,954 78 
‘$29,946,637 00 $9,945,975 07 $20,000,761 93 

1869 Amount Amount Amount 

$ drawn. refunded. expended. 
July... $2,095,852 15 $239,191 43 $1,856,160 72 
August ...... 2,294,016 59 670.545 95 1,623,470 64 
September. 2,525,268 32 299,268 72 2,802,999 60 
October...... 2,521,096 96 186,951 16. 2,384,145 80 
November. 1,948,966 96 187,348 25 1,761,618 71 
December 2,781,744 03 955,636 69 1,826,107 34 
January.... 2,413,771 16 648,983 31 1,764,787 85 
February... 2,188,848 88 828,332 12 1,360,516 76 


$18,769,065 05 $3,889,257 63 $14,879,807 42 


:By order of the Navy Department the ex- 


: penditures foreach month up tothe end of the 


fiscal year are limited to $1,125,000; so that 
the expenditures made by the present Secre- 
tary upto July 1, 1870, will be less than 
$19,000,000. More than this, I put in as illus- 
trative of the economy of the present year, and 
that is the question I am discussing now—that 
is what the Department is assailed for now-— 


| as compared with the last year, a table showing 


Navy, the only course in which the country | 


would have sustained him, the question perti- 
neatly arises, what has it cost to do all this? 
Let us look at'the figures. Upto Deeember 1, 
1869, this Administration, under the two Secre- 
taries who have been in officesince March, 1869, 


had done work upon eighty-six different vessels | 


of all classes, the expenditures varying from 


$100 in some cases to $225,000 in others. On ` 


but two’ or three vessels atmost. The expend- 

iturés of the Navy Department for the last-year 

of President’ Johnson's administration and for 

the first year of President Grant’s administra 

tion are‘ correctly given in the following table: 
, From March 1, 1868, to March 1, 1869. 


‘the Coldrado: and the Brooklyn, two of our ° 
best vessels, these last amounts have been spent | 
te put them in good condition for sea-service: | 
In the year previbus the Department repaired | 


i 


the number of men employed in Government 


‘| labor during the last year ; and though it will 


be found that the Navy Department from 
March, .1869, employed from two to three times 


' as "many men as were employed in previous 


Amount... Amount __ . Amount ` 
drawn, ‘refunded. expended. | 
‘83,501,123 89: $728,950 96 $2.'772,172 68 
2,345,217 46 - — 719,590 56 625,716 :90 
2/313,152.59 861,098, 1,752,054. 50 
2,829,512 69 103,902 97 2,725,609 72 
2.675.536: 72 340,443 48 2,835,143 24 
2,259,601. 28: 1,258,280°'70  :1;001,320 -58 
3.068.695 .07. 799,809,99. 2,268,885, 08 
) 402573210 , “703,914 15° 3,321,817 95 
November, ‘1,972,103 88° 311,344 30 ` 1,660,849 58 
December.. .1,490,021 +1 269,465 15. 1,220,556 :80 
. - 4869.. 3 weg? i jy 
January.... 2,812,589 98. 1 869 96 1,311,720 02 
February.. 316219 47 5397.086 O, "T6513 40 
3832, 255,028 28° “go, 495,268 38 $22,760:359 90 
From March 1, 1869, to Match 1, 1870. 
re nt... Amount |. Amoynt 
1869. a beg o afunde; EDA iepended. 
n.. $9,727,345 19 ‘$1,003,112 91 ~ '81;634,282 28 
.- 1,663,736 47 313,255 36- 1,450,481. 11 
1,463,639. 15 >.. 452,351 54: 1.011,287.61 
3825306 24 7 805,441 46- 2,019,954 78 
August..... 2,294,016 59! -670,545 93° <: 11,623, £70 
, 2,525, 32: 222268 72. .. 2,302,999 60 
aerial 2. aoe. 85 136" 51 T6: ~ 2'384°145 80 
November,. 1,948,966 96 + :187,348 25 : 1,761,618 "71 
December.. ,: 2,781,744 03 :-- 965,636 69 .. 1,826,107 aw 
_ 1870. l i es Bee a 
January... 2,413,771 16 |, 648,983.31. ,. 1,764,787 
February... 2,188,818 83 828,332 12°". 1,360,516 
$27,449,182" 10‘ $6/453}418 90° $20,995,763 20 |, 


years, yet: the expenses, month by month, were 
less than during any previous year: - 
Statément of the number of men employed in the several 


naviu-yards, on the'lat of March, the 1st of July, the 
lst of September, and the lat of December, 1869, 


“Navy-yard. | Mar. 1) July 1.| Septet.) Dee. 1, 


i Portsmouth, New ? 
ampshiro nesses. 356 630 | 1,688} 1,220 
Boston .....c rece voeseasee 754} 1.621 | 2,446 | 2,364 
New York 1,026 | 2,156 | | 3,026 | 3,406- 
Philadelphia. 618 | 2,070! 1,758; 1,396 
ashington 615 930.{ 1,028; 1,298 
orfolk,... 430 | 1,183} 1,014; ‘852 
ensacola... 213, 139 |; 119; _ 104 
Mare Island 7G | 1,113) 1,865) 1,452 
‘ ' ee PEOR, 
Tltalesecccwsscecsnee| 4,788 | 9,852 | 12,444 | 12,092 | 


` There is nothing in that. on which a bill of 
indictment can be found and sustained against 
the Secretary of the Navy and his administra- 
tion of navalaffairs. “Bear in mind also that 
the Navy Department has done its labor under 
the eight-hour system, which cuts off twenty 
per cent. of the value of the. foree or the 
weight of the labor. : mace 


Mr. Chairman, these expenditures are really 


| and intrinsically smali compared with the work: 


done and compared with the money that other 
nations have expended. I have heard com- 


| parisons made on this floor which lave: as- 
: tounded me. 


I have heard comparisons made 


‘ of-our naval expenses with the naval expenses 


i 


5 
| 


' of other: countries... Great Britain for 1869 


expended £10,238,900, which. in dur money 
amounts to $51,194,950; :zold, or im currency, 


'-$61,;428,940. Labor there was only one half 


what it is here; materials cost only one half 


-what they cost here, and the navy-yards there 


continue their labor: for tei hours per. day, 


-while our navy-yards' were under the eight- 
i hour system... ‘The: cost here, ‘according to 
$ “my calculation, would: be. just double what it 
76 


i as the expenses for Great ‘Britain’ in 1869, 


was there. That would make in oar money, 


$122,846,880.: Our expenses to:-March, 1870, 
werd $20,996; 763 20, ‘thus leaving a balante in 
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our favor of $101,851,116 85. This too, Mr. 
Chairman, was an amount expended by Great 
Britain in one year upon a navy that it keptup 
every year to a point of nearly absolute per- 
fection. This equivalent of $122,000,000 of 
our money has been spent by Great Britain, not 
in repairing the waste of a vast war, but upona 


navy which is guarded and watched as closely © 
Every year there ` 


as a man guards his honor. 
is an appropriation for the English navy of 
something equivalent toabout $122,000,000 of 
our money, and yet because our Navy Depart- 
ment has expended $20,990,000 in one year 
the Committee on Appropriations talk about 
the extravagance of the Navy Department and 
about ‘pausing to consider” whether we are 
wasting the people’s money. France spends 
more than double what we do. 
record; I have not time to elaborate upon it. 


I say this: that we got in the Navy Depart- ;; 


ment last year more for the money expended 
than in any other Department; more for the 
money than any other nation or people got for 
the money they put into their navy depart- 
ments. l was surprised to find the results I 
did on investigation. I wish gentlemen would 
look at the figures for themselves. They will 
see there has been remarkably good conduct 
on the part of the Navy Department. Gentle- 


men can look at the reports and see how is |i 
‘and in the light of a year’s experience, this ` 
question, general and sweeping. as it is, may || 
Are we `! 


this. 

I do not ask that there shall be an expensive 
Navy. We do not want it. We want a respect- 
able Navy. I am not speaking in the interest 
of the Navy as opposed to the interest of navi- 
gation and commerce. The two must run along 
together. We cannot afford to leave commerce 


to languish, or to leave our. Navy to die out. | 


Both must flourish together. You cannot give 
up.the Navy entirely and wait for commerce to 
revive. Build up commerce and less needs to 
be doneforthe Navy; but inthe meantime you 
are doing neither, and some day shame and 
disgrace will.be upon us. Mr. Welles, in his 
report of 1865, speaks as follows regarding 
the sympathy between our commerce and our 
Navy: — 

“In time of peace our Navy should be actively 
employed in visiting every commercial port where 
American capital is employed, and there are few 
available points on the globe which American enter- 


prise has not penetrated and reached, But com- 
merce needs protection, and oursquadrons and pub- 


lic vessels in commission must not be inactive. One | 


or more of our nava! vessels ought annually to dis- 
play the flag of the Union in every port where our 
ships may trade. The commerce and navy of a peo- 
ple have a common identity, are inseparable com- 
panions. Bach is necessary for the other, and both 
are essential to national prosperity and strength. 
Wherever our merchant ships may be employed, 
there should be within convenient proximity a naval 


force to protect them and make known our naval | 


wer. 

“Following the track of commerce and visiting 
every navigable portion of the globe, the intelligent 
officers of the Navy aré capable, from their position 
and opportunities, of acquiring and communicating 
2 vast amount of useful information, thereby bene- 
fiting commerce, and by continual additions to the 
stores of knowledge, promoting the welfare of the 
country and of mankind.” 


Mr. MORGAN then addressed the House 
in remarks which will be found in the Appen- 
dix. He then yielded ten minutes to 

Mr. COX. 1 would inquire of the Chair how 
much of the gentleman’s time is now left?. - 

The CHAIRMAN.. About ten minutes. 

Mr. COX. I would prefer not to goon just 
-at this time. - 

Mr. SARGENT. I would suggest to the 
gentlenian from New York [Mr. Cox] that he 
might vield now to the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Srevens,].who is prepared 
to go on, and then he could take his time here- 
after... ; ; g 
Mr. COX, Iam willing to yield now to the 
gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr.Srevens] 
the ten minutes which have been yielded tome 
-by the gentleman from: Ohio, [Mr. Morean, ] 
with the understanding that Í can hereafter have 
the time allowed me... ' 

The CHAIRMAN. By the arrangement 
.which the Chair understands to have be en made 
with the gentleman from Wisconsin, [ Mr. Wasu- 


| 
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BURN, } who has charge of this bill, the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire [Mr. Stevens] will 
be entitled to half an hour after the gentle- 
i man from Ohio [Mr. Morean] has concluded 
| his remarks. The gentleman from New York 
, [Mr. Cox] proposes, as the Chair understands, 
‘to yield the ten minutes of the time of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Morcay] which are 
left, and which have been given him, tothe gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Stevens. ] 
Mr. COX. That is my proposition. 
The CHAIRMAN. Then the gentleman 
l hale New Hampshire will be entitled to the 
oor. - i 
` Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Chairman, in what I 
‘tay say upon this bill I do not wish to be 


' understood as antagonizing myself against that ` 
There is the | 


distinguished arm of the public service known 


| asthe Navy of the United States. And although 


| once at the source of supply. 


I may have occasion to indulge in something 


i which may perhaps partake of the nature of ` 


- only because of the strong impression I have 
: that some reforms which are within the scope 
| of congressional action are due to the country 
and to the tax-paying people of the United 
; States. l 

i Jt becomes a pertinent question, are we to 
have economy in the public expenditures? 
Under the administration of General Grant, 


be safely answered in theaffirmative. 
| to have economy in the administration of our 
‘naval affairs? I answer, not quite so emphat- 


we are, for gach economy is included in the 


, this country, and the people are awake to the 
importance: of its fulfillment, so auspiciously 
begun in.other branches of the public adminis- 
tration. I take it for granted that we are to 
have economy even in the administration of 
our. naval affairs; but. looking back to its his- 
tory for the past few years the suggestive ques- 
tion reaches us at once, from. what source is it 
to come? . 


| of this bill a partial solution at least of this 


| to-the-courage and just regard of what is due 
i to the tax-payers of this country, exhibited 
: by the Committee on Appropriations, that Con- 
i gress has the power, as I trust we shall find it 
has the will, to check the extravagant expend- 
iture of money, in the last resort by striking at 
This House 

holds the purse stritigs of the nation, and has 
, the power to say to all classes of public ex- 
' travagance, ‘‘ Thus far shalt thou go, and no 
‘further. It is, indeed, matter of congratula- 
‘tion that under the administration of General 
| Grant we have entered in. earnest upon. the 
; exercise of that power, and at last, on a broader 
gud more extensive scale, have begun to act on 
| that just sentiment of the President which de- 
mands a strict economy in public expenditure. 


i branch of the public service, Iam glad of an 
opportunity, without intrusion, to give my 
: whole power and. strength to the support of 
' what I regard as a most economical measure, 
‘ emanating from the committee and embodied 
‘in the provisions of this bill. In sustaining 
| that bill in all its main features, and especially 


by the Navy Department for the coming year, 
i which I shall do most heartily and. most cor- 
| dially, I know that in some respects I am 
; entering upon a disagreeable duty. I have 


| been. long enough an observer. of publie affairs | 
' to know how common and natural it is for |! 
| Departments and bureaus to court the largest |! 


appropriations, and how easy it is for one who 


in the interests of the people, the tax-payers 


| 
| 
i of the country, thrusts himself between this 


Mr. Chairman, I thank the Committee on ` 
Appropriations that. we have in the provisions | 


inits reduction of the excessive estimates made : 


| criticism, I wish to be understood as doing it : 


| desire and. the expenditure of the publie funds 
| to be marked as an object of unpopularity and 
! censure in certain quarters. 
Disregarding, sir, all these consequences, 
permit me to say without intending to impute 
' any dishonesty, that there are obvious reasong 
' why Departments and bureaus seek the largest 
` appropriations. Plenty of money lubricates 
the machine and renders its routine revolu- 
i tions quiet and easy, and it is much more 
: agreeable to. meet the demand of some favor- 
ite scheme out of an abundant surplus of un- 
expended balances than to ask Congress for 
its aid through the provisions of a deficiency 
‘bill. To be sure it is not quite so easy for 
. those who furnish the means and pay the taxes; 
but it seems to me sometimes that gentlemen 
who have the care of these things, who ad- 
minister the affairs of the Departments, and 
who are remote from contact with the people, 
are inclined to regard with little favor these 
ideas of economy. They are near enough to 
the people’s Representatives to make their 
wishes known and on all proper occasions to 
tell them through self-constituted organs and 
` other sources of pressure what their demands 


© are and what the public wants in their estima- 


ically in the light of a year’s experience, that : 


early pledge of the President to the. people of | 


tion require. Mr. Chairman, in no Department 
of the Government, so far as my observation 
goes, has this been for the last few years more 
strongly illustrated than in the Navy.. In no 
Department have the balances been so large or 
excessive. The managers of that Department 
have been gifted with the very genius of enter- 
prise. That branch of the service is crowded 
with distinguished and gallant men. The rec- 
ord of their eminent services, speaking of 
them professionally, is of the choicest treas- 
ures of our country’s. history. No man goes 
before me in admiration for the gallant actions 
which have associated their names forever with 


., the achievements of our-arms, especially during 
| the recentrebellion. I willtrust them anywhere 


i with the enemy of the Government ; but I hope 
ithe courage and enterprise with which Mobile 


and Fort Fisher were won may not be trans- 


€ i| our naval forge. 
| importantquestion. We have found out, thanks 


ferred to the Treasury of the United States 
under any pretext of the necéssities of a mag- 
nificent Navy or the unnecessary expansion of 
| A‘ generous country recog- 
nizes their services. It has.done something for 
them heretofore to be sure. We have given 
them rank unequaled in our naval history; we 
have made admirals of. captains, and vice ad- 
| mirals of lieutenants; we have enriched them 
| in many instances with enormous spoils known 


|| ag. prize-money ; we are retiring them on their 


` laurels on high rank and pay ;. we have shown 
i that republics are not always ungrateful, at 
: least to the regular Army and the regular Navy, 

whatever may have been their course toward 


i that great volunteer force which has. been 
resolved into the original elements from which 


Connected as I am, Mr. Chairman, as a |! 
i member of the Committee on Naval Affairs, | 
' somewhat officially with the workings of this |! 


| 


i 


i 


| 


it sprung. Ido not begrudge all this; but shall 


' we intrust them also with. the Treasury: of the 
: United States? - 

I speak, sir, in this vein because I would not 
‘ignore the condition of things as they exist 
to-day. I would noit‘ignore the fact that for 
the last twelve months the Navy has been 
practically under the charge of a distinguished 
' officer who has guided its interests, and under 
' whose authority the public treasure has been 
‘expended. Perhaps, sir, it may be thought 
' best that the power of the Navy Department 
: Should be transferred from civil hands and 
turned over to military aspirations, experience, 
and judgment, Such may, perhaps, be the 
opinion of members on this floor. I, sir, have 


|| not reached that point of conviction. I think, 


sir, that theoretically and practically the head 
of the Navy Department should be a civil offi- 
| cer, in the discharge of whose high duties we 
‘might find reconciliation. of jarring discords, 
the restraints of that partisanship which almost 
always exists in military circles, and strict 
economy and just expenditure in relation to 
the public money of the people, to whom he 
| is responsible, I know, sir, that for a long 
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time a different opinion has prevailed among 
the higher officers of the Navy. I know that 
for a long series of years up to 1842 the affairs 
of the Navy were conducted and managed by 
a board of officers more or less distinguished, | 
and that within a recent period it has been |. 
sought to again cage the Navy and place it in 
its former pupilage. Upon the old plan of the 
British admiralty system, long since exploded, 
we have within the past year been called upon 
to consider a bill the provisions of which would © 
have placed the Navy practically beyond the | 
control of the Department, and even of the : 
President of the United States. 

But, sir, whatever may be the condition of _ 
the Department in its organization, I am glad ` 
to believe that through the influence of the | 
public press, through the examination which 
members of Congress have been able to make |: 
into the strictly professional character of the 
Navy, as well as from that independence of ` 
character among members of Congress which 
seeks to resist and check the influence of that | 
outside pressure which finds its culmination | 
here in the capital, and to act upon their own 
intelligence and their own judgment, we have at ii 
last fallen upon an era which promises better i 
things for the future. I desire to say for myself | 
that I think I shall never come to regard my || 
position on the Naval Committee of this House 
as one in. which my whole duty. will have been | 

. performed, by registering the communications | 
of the Department or of the bureaus, or in re- | 
porting bills to Congress to carry out the wishes 
of a few distinguished officers who believe in | 
onee more transferring the Navy of the United | 
States into the hands of a commission of rear- | 
admirals who have already reached or passed .- 
the age fixed by onr.own law as the limit of i; 
active duty. lam glad to know that my col- ; 
leagues upon the committee entertain the same | 

spirit of independence. - oats og ts de 

It ig well known sir, that formerly, as I have 
said, the affairs.of the Navy were run by a com- 
mission of Navy officéraafter the fashion. ofthe 
British board. of admiralty, but thè bureau | 
system adopted in 1842 inflicted a severe blow 
to thig exclusive and aristocratic systém, and 
has stood in its way ever since. - That system, | 
sir, carried us successfully through the war, and | 
under its‘administration, amid failing exper- 
iments, amid all-the vicissitudes of- untried 
warfare, in the building up of.a Navy at vast 

“expense, and under its general &dministration 
of affairs, in.that-great controvexay: this branch 
of the public. service Was conducted with credit 
and success. . Justances. of failure there: were, || 
but we should remember that they were-not 
confined to.the. Navy. i: In: the demoralization 
which succeeded the elose of the war, like many 
other. Departments of the Government, its ad- || 
ministration fell into abuses and extravagances 
for which there is neither justification orexcuse, 
if we except, perhaps, the. large unexpended 
balances which Congress permitted to remain 
at its diaposal. and uncovered into the Treasury. 
This system, accommodating itself to. other 
branches of the Government, and harmonizing 
with them in form. and structure, has been: an 
-impediment.to the ambition and -the-schemes || 
of the higher officers of the Navy. Thbat.in- 
a has. struggled: to cast these restraints 
aside. . Sai Shae ce) aaa 

As Lhave said, it has within the last twelve 
months: made one mora spasmodic effort to 
that effect. Suppose it had: succeeded. . You 
have now the results, so fer as the expenditure 
of money is concerned, in the fact that-you 
havea Navy Department which has been under 

‘the practical control of oneof the highest offi- 
cers of the: Navy,. and you can“ judge,: Mr. 
Chairman, with what facility the money would 
have been drawn out of the Treasury for naval 

urposes had there been no check through the 

‘bureau-system ; and even this, sir, I regret to 
say, has not proved a sufficient check. Under 
this imperidus administration in the Navy De- 
‘partment the remonstrances of bureau officers, 


: appropriations from one bureau to another, 
: would never have occurred... 


_ this time more particularly to them, I think we 


| gestive that the requirements ofthe couutry 


who knew niimutely the condition of theirde- 
partiments; have: been. unheeded, anil when 


! hausted, and this arge number of men collected | 
| together for purposes which this House had | 


the point has been made that the excessive use 
of money in the equipment and construction 
of vessels of war must necessarily deplete the 
bureaus to such an extent that they would be 
withont the means of paying the labor which 
had been organized and employed, I under- 


€ stand, their prudent suggestions have been dis- |: 
: regarded. ‘lhe predicted result has been seen 
; in the discharge of thousands:of workmen in 
' mid-winter from the several navy-yards on the 


tions—why, sir, if the remonstrances of the 


comment throughout the country, and which 
we made haste to remedy: by the transfer of | 


Now, allow me to say that in v 
circumstances which have occurred during the | 
last twelve months, and without alluding at . 


ministration, It is an error of long standing, | 
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so far as it could forbidden, were thrown out 
of employment, and we were compelled from 
motives of humanity alone to transfer from one 
bureau to another millions of dollars to pre- 
vent suffering and starvation in the cities on 
the Atlantie and Pacitic. 

Thus, through a disregard or oversight of 
the wishes of this House formally expressed, 
and afterward in effect, sought to be enforced 


i b , by a reduction of the appropriations, we have 
Atlantic amd: Pacific coasts. If the-sugges- H 


been treated to an aggregate of expenditures, 


i followed by an estimate for appropriations, 
bureaus had been regarded, that result which ‘| i 
:. we so much deplore, which occasioned so much : 


which, in my judgment, early involved us in 
excited discussions on this subject, and which 


‘have drawn the unfavorable attention of the 


country to this branch of our public service. 


| I am happy to be able to show here that Con- 
; ; gress at least is not culpable in this matter, 
iew of all the _ 


and I regard’ it as a matter of duty while this 


` appropriation bill is under discussion and con- 


sideration to thus call attention tothe fact that 


c i the Fortieth Congress took the initiative in the 
are authorized to treat this as an error of ad- ': 


one which has crept into the Navy, and ‘for ` 


which to some extent, perhaps toa great extent, ` 
Congress is responsible. I do not sympathize | 
with the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Moreay, ] 
who stands here to-day endeavoring to charge | 


upon the administration of General Grant these | 


errors of administration which have been so 
common in the Navy ‘Department. 

I have no doubt. that thig course was taken 
with what was considered a laudable purpose 
of ** building. up.” the Navy, increasing its 
size, power, and efficiency, and gratifying the 
pride and.ambition of thè gallant gentlemen 
who have been controlling its operations. But : 
it is properthat the country should understand | 
if money has -beeéh extravagantly expended 


during the lagt’year this House cannot echeld i 


responsible for: its. Our skirts are clear. 
want to recall‘a bit of history which, I think, 
has not been alluded to in this debate—a fact 
which must have been overtooked by the De- 
partment when they entered upon the extended | 
operations that they have pursued the last year. 
It is this: eee 
THE RESOLUTION OF 1867. 

On the 25th of November, 1867, the House 
of Representatives, on motion of Mr. Pike, ; 
the chairman of the Committee-on Naval ' 
Affairs, passed the following resolution: ` | 

“ Resolved, That in the judgment of this House it | 
is unnecessary td prupead urther at present iat build- 
ing or equipping ships of war.” fre 

To-day that: resolution stands unrescinded 
and unrepealed. , It was introduced by.a gen- 
tleman of long experience in connection with 
naval affairs, the chairman of the committee, 
and in view of what was demanded by the pub- 
lic necessity and the public economy. It was 
a notice from this body, which holds the purse- 
strings of the nation, to the Navy Department 
and to all concerned, that in their opinion the 
building and. equipment of ships of war—in 
other words, the extension and expansion of 
our Navy—was not required either by the pub- 
lic necessities or by the probable contingencies 
of the future, and. was equally potent and sug- 


demanded that the expenditure then going on 
in this direction. ought to be stopped. That 
warning was heeded. by the then Secretary of 
the Navy, who at once stopped work upon ves- 
sels in process of construction at our navy- 
yards, dismissed the workmen engaged, and 
that condition of things remained until last 
March, when, without any action of Congress, 
without any rescission of the resolution, the 
Department proceeded to organize new gangs, to 
fill up thenavy-yards with organized labor, and 
to exptnd large sums of money in, thé very 
direction in which this House by itsaction had 
shut the gates.: ‘What was the consequence? 
That work was continued, the appropriations 
were expended‘and overrun, and in midwinter, 
in January, 1870, the appropriations were ex- 


reduction of our naval expenses, and that in 
advocating the present bill we are carrying 
out their plans and pursuing theirexample. [ 
trust the Forty-First Congress is prepared to 
act with decision and promptness in the same 


: ‘direction. 


. Now, Mr. Chairman, under this condition 
-of things have we not aright, and js it not our 
duty, to congratulate the country that the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations have succeeded in 
striking off nearly one third of the whole esti- 
mate of the Department for the coming year, 
and reducing the. $24,698,277 37 asked for by 
the Department to $16,641,845 62—a reduc- 
tion of $7,956,431 75? We may pause to ex- 
press regret at the disappointmentit may bring 
to the gallant hearts who now direct the pro- 
gress'of naval affairs. I desire here to make 
all proper acknowledgments to them for any 
share which I am compelled to take in ‘this 
ungracious work of eutting down the estimates. 

-Why,-sir, 1 almost envy the happy condition 
of those who so eloquently address themselves 
to the more agreeable task of meeting the 
demands of the Department by bringing up the 
appropriations and consequently inflating the 
expenditares to the magnificent proportions of 
the: estimates; for can they not count their 
reward in the sweet smiles, the warm congrat- 
ulations, and the ready patronage which nata- 
rally flow. from the sources of power. Let me 
say in all seriousness, Mr. Chairman, that the 
daty of checking the enterprise and aspirations 
of the gentlemen who. direct: the ‘affairs of the 
Navy, wherever they tend to extravagance and 
unnecessary. expenditures, is one which we owe 
to the people this day, and in the fature, let it 
fall where it will, or disturb whatever interests 
itmay. ... siggy Maes ore 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to address my- 
self with all sincerity, and with a strong feeling 
of favor.and. regard for the Navy, to the ques- 
tion how its expenditures‘can be kept within 
reasonable limits, and what shall be the measure 
of its equipment, its armament, and its power 
in time of peace. -This' is a question, let us 
remember, which belongs, not to the military, 
but to the civil power. . It is peculiarly and 
fittingly within the power, as itis clearly the 
duty of Congress, to determine and settle this 
question.. It cannot. be. left with safety or in 
justice to the rights of the people to anyother 
tribunal. i si kta bates k 

Now, Mr. Chairman, is there any. better 
measure of the wants, of the naval establish- 
‘ment and of true economy inite administration 
than the expense:and armamerit-of 1860? If 
there is, -after.making dad allowance for in- 
crease of prices, Į hope. some gentleman will 
give us the figares.- 1 can myself see none. I 
think it our duty as legislators to look: this 
matter squarely im the:face, and scorning’ all 
subterfuges aud pretenses, résisting alt entres- 
ties and pressure, to endeavorto bring baek oer 
Navy approximately to the pesee standard of 
1860.: ketus compare ita'expensa'4nd strength 
in thateyear with 187003: (0/07. naO 
...- What have been the expenditures of the Navy 
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Department for the twelve months ending the 
tet of March, 1870? The following table will 
answer the question : i 


Expenditures on account of the Navy Department from 
March 1, 1869, to February 28, 1870, snclusive. 


Mareh, 1869 eessesssess RE «$2,109,107 
April USG69. oo sssncenisne nii enesis seacesois 1,622,404 19 | 
May, 1869...... . 1,165,590 54 `: 
Tune, T: i DA E 2,585,835 2 ` 
July, 18389...... = 2,066,160 72 ` 
August, 1869 1,929,443 61 
Septem 808,671 14 
October, 1869... 104,682 47 
November, 1869. 5,289 49 
December, 1889... 141,046 95 
January, 1870...... ~ 3,036,910 80 
February, 1870............ Endase Sainandeosaesdaeasecess 1,570,063 13 
Total epu cccecsseessssseeesecesessessssrneecsegeseee Dy D0, 200 2d 

From whieh deduct smounts repaid 

by disbursing officers and others of 

moneys advanced and. unoxponded 

receipts and from saleof old material, 

Pipes NEDO T tote’ seee: 3,443;830 16 | 


Leaving a net expenditure of....... 


Let us compare the expense of the Navy thus - 
shown in its present organization with what it : 


was in 1859-00, a 
ent. We find— 


Amount of appropriations for 1859-60. ..1$14,077;644 62 


Deductions and transfers............cccccceseens 1,776,983 52 ' 
o Differento:.i i OE EAE .. 12,800,661 10 ` 
Add one fourth for increase of prices...... 8,075,165 27 `: 
otal ecscsssesees ee seinpesseensesve$15,375,826 87 

i ———— 


_ I will thus be seen that the amount reported 
by the committee, though nearly eight millions 
less than the estimates'of the Depantment for 
the present year, does not very largely exeaed 
the expenditures of..1860,. after. making dne 
allowance. for the increase in prięes. .I think 
if the expenditures çan be-kapt.withia-thateam, 
or even if they do not exceed it -by more than 


two or three millions, we shall, solong aswe |. 


keep our Navy to ita present standard, -have 
no reasonable , ground of .complaint in. the 
amount of theaggregate expenditure, and need 
have no reasonable apprehension of its want 
of efficiency. =~... 

. But it. heeomes -a material and -importent 
‘question whether we cannot properly reduce 
-our naval esteblishment,-and in that way econ- 
omize the-public expenditares in the future, 


Addressing ourselves to this qnostion, and | 


recollecting that we are now-at peace with all 
the warld, lat as. institute a:comparison of the 


strength of: our Navy in .1860.and..1870, We 
shall find the fallowing result; 

Jn COMMISIION....,..0005.srreterncdebeb setter udeseeessronces 54 
in ordinary, equipping, repairing, &c...... 


On the stocks and in progress of construction... 6 


arien expedition..... 

eceiving ships... ee 
‘Bpecial cruise, (the Sabine).......... 
Return:home from. Asjatic fleet.. sssi 
Winter quarters at Erie....,.... 
Used for marines'at Norfólk.. 
Port adutiral’sflag-ship, New 
Completing at. New York-and Boston 
Fitting for sea.............. j 

épairing........ anitos 
Laid up in ordinary.. 
On the BLOCKS. s. iss nassescsecerecovdes ove 
Duty wot specified .....essssascseceerseacseqecerconcnesooese ZL 


By the last annual report. of the Secretary 
of the Navy it appears that eighty-six veasels 
‘were repaired: and refitted for-sea from March 

to December, 1869, constituting a force nearly 
‘as -largg.ag the. whole. navy iœ 1860,..and-aa 
armament largely in. excess of. the wegsels-act- 
ually in commission at:the last-named period. 

Having thas. shown, : by: comparison, ‘the 
strengthof oursiayal.armanent at the extremes 
-0f the last decade, both being in:time of peace, 
let us continue the eomparison::by.an exem- 
Anatian, of the offieial-force employed at our 
navy-yards for the same time. This will give 
as. pome iden-of ‘the great inerease-of expense 


resans 821,281,376 08 


petiod of peace like-the pres- | 


to which the. people are subjected through the 
operations of the yards. e shall:see by this 
j comparison what was required to officer them 
| in 1860, compared with the present comple- 
| ment. Ihave taken some pains to make the 


$4 following tables minute and accurate, draw- 


ing my information from the Navy Register of 
the two years in question, because I want this 
House and the country to see what kind of 
_ naval establishments they are called upon to 
. appropriate money for, and the extraordinary 

disparity between ‘‘ now and then.’ Ido this 
_in the firm conviction that we ought to address 
ourselves to the duty of bringing down expendi- 
tures by a proper reduction of the force and 


; amount of this branch of the public service. 
` That I may not be.thought partial I commence | 


with the navy-yard in my own State. Look 
at the picture: . 
Portsmouth Navy- Yard. 

l _ 1860. 1870. ; 
| 1 captain,commandant. 1 rear admiral, (port ' 

1 commander. miral., 

2 lieutenants. 1 commodore. 

1 surgeon. 1 captain. 

urser, 4 commanders. 
1 Navy agent. 1 lieut. commander. 


1 civil engineer. 1 surgeon. 
2 paymasters. 
1 chaplain. 
5 engineers. 3 
~ 2 naval constructors. 
1 civil engineer. 


Loot 


I&i 


siderable advantage over other localities : 
Boston Navy- Yard. 


` 1860. 
i Leaptáin, commandant. 
l 1 commodore, 


. "1876, 
1 rear admiral. 
1 commodore. 


i +2 lieutenants. .1 captain. . 
| 1 ‘stirgeon. , 4commanders. 
2 pursers. 5 lient. commanders. 
: mes ter, : p 4 master. - Ma 
i| 1 chaplain. es i ensign. . 
i: ‘1 captain, (ord. duty.) 2 mates. _ 
i! 1 Navy agent. ' © L surgeon. 
|; 1 naval constructor... 8:paymasters; .: 
' : 1 civil.engineer. ., :. chaplain. 


“7 engineers. i 
‘2 naval constructors. 
1 civil engineer. 

oye ee 


os 


18 


ix 


{] New York Navy- Yard. 
1870, 


| : 1860. . 
| lcaptain commandant. 2rear admirals. » 
| „1 commander. . 4 captains. 
1: - 2lieutenants. 4 commanders. ` 
'| Lsurgeon. 3 lieut. commanders. 
i) 2 pursers 1 master. 
|i . 1 chaplain. ` matet..  - 
master. a 1 surgeon.. d 
| 1 Navy agent. = ©  &paymasters. ` 
‘1 wayal constructer. -. 1 chaplain. 
1 eivil engineer. ` 9 engineers, Doct, 
= _ gpgval constructors. . 
12 + ‘civil engineer. f 


g 


, 


Philadelphia Navy-Yord. 
1860 r 1870. 


‘\flagofficer, command- rear admiral. ` 


ant. I commodore. _ 
| 2eommanders, > 1in8 eaptains. - -— -- 
|. 2lievtenants, . . .... „commanders. . 
2Qsurgeons. ` 2 lteut. commanders. 
~ lL -purser. *.2Vientenant. < 
-Imavy: agent. . _ 2.gargeons. - pages 
|| ‘Lngval constractor. A paymasters, $8 coe fea 
Ten i ‘Vehaptain. © 077 
' 10: ` B'enginesre! © © 7 o 
=. 2naval constructors. 
Sic, hy , ,leivilengineer. — 
" 2B . 
hoet d oy z sel 3 
i £ : Washington Navyryard. 
"oth. Be ae 1870, :: tat l 
1 captain. - _ , 2-rear admirals, (one as 
1 commander. port admiral.) `. 
2 Heatenatits. ':2 captains. : 
2 sargeons. 4.commanders.. - |: 
1 purser, : Llieut. commander., .. 
1 chaplain. T master. = 8 
1 Navy agent. ~- l'mate. ~ acs 
Sea : ‘2 gurgeoms, 3 tr 
d l - .3 paymasters. 
= f 5 ‘engineers. i 
-L naval constructor. 
+ Leivil engineer. 
ith ees p w Har ipg s : 
A N e E a mor N 


| The following statements in regard to other | 
I, tae g 5 
| yards will show that Portsmouth has no con- : 


me 7 ————_. 


Norfolk Navy- Yard. 


_ 1869. 1870, 
1 captain. 1 rear admiral. 
2 commanders. 1 commodore. 
4 lieutenants. 2 captains, 
1 surgeon. 3 commanders, 
2 pursers. 1 lieutenant. 
— 1 mate. 
10 1 surgeon, 
= -2 paymasters. 
1 chaplain. 
4 engineers. 
2 naval constructors. 
1 civil engineer. 
20 
| Pensacola Navy- Yard. 
i 1860. 1870. 
‘1 captain. 1 commodore. 
1 commander. 3 commanders. 
2 lieutenants. 1 surgeon. 
: 1 surgeon. 1 paymaster. 
| l purser, 1 engineer. 
| 1 chaplain. — 
' 1 master. 7 
1 Navy agent. = 
| 1 naval constructor. 
ij 1 civil engineer. 
fee 
i p . Mare Island Navy- Yard. 
' 1860. 1870. 
i! 1 captain. 1 rear-admiral, 
! 1 commander. 1 commodore, 
' 1 surgeon. 2 captains. . 


1 commander. 

1 lieut. commander. 
1 surgeon. : 
1 paymaster. 

1 chaplain. 

1 ensign. 

5 engineers. 

1 naval constructor. 


16 
Mr. MAYNARD. In 1860 was not the 


1 engineer. 

: 1 Navy agent. 

i 1 naval constructor. 
1 civil engineer. 


- 


i 
| 
i 
i 


` | captain the highest grade in the service? 


fr. STEVENS. I am very glad the gentle- 
' man has madethat suggestion, because it gives 
ji me: an opportunity to advert to the inquiry 
ii which I suppose his question is intended to 
i suggest, why -we should. maintain in ‘time of 
.; peace this great number of rear admirals, cre- 


' | ated in time of war-and for warlike purposes. 


| Mr. MAYNARD. I merely called the gen- 
i: tleman’s attention to the fact that at the time 
| referred to officers of the highest grades were 
|| taken to commend navy-yards, while now we 
|| take what I may call the highest grade in active 
i| service, to-wit, the rear admirals. 

i Mr STEVENS.: I presume there will be 
‘no antagonism between the gentleman and 
| myself on this point.- It may be quite proper 
| that-rear‘admirals should. be placed in com- 
! 'mand of ‘navy-yards, because while we: have 
| those officers we must employ them, and we 
'| ‘have nothing else for them to do. > 

|. Mr. MAYNARD. . Whetherit would be wise 
i! in'a- reorganization of the official force to have 
these two grades is-a different question. 

| Mr. STEVENS. That is the very point to 
‘which I want to call attention—whether we 


i| should not now by act of Congress’ stop‘ pro- 


|| motions, and lessen in the future the number 
‘of these higher grades, which bring with them 
not only rank but.large pay. 

i, I-do:not propose to follow this comparison 
|| further. I have taken the navy-yards proper 
.for theparpose ‘of comparison, omitting ‘the 
hospitals, rendezvous, marine guard, and naval 
‘asylums; but:it will be found, if the investiga- 
‘tion:is pursued into these organizations, that a 
‘like disparity of strength exists, in whieh the 
DODONA AERE is largely in favor of tho present 
year of 1870. eri ET ii 


inte |. NANY-YARDE. re 
. And now, Mr..Chairman, a:word in:regard 
to navy-yards.. I believe, sir, that what we 
|| have-got, including such as may beitted up 
on the sites. already owned bythe: Government 
-as fast.as others may be-sold-and removed;:are 
amply sufficient for us:even in time of war, aad 
‘more than sufficient in atime of profound peace 
like the present undisturbed period. Why; sir, 
we have :got:more navy-yards in active opera- 
-tion to-day than we had during the war, when 
| Norfolk and Pensacola were not available: for 


1870. 


peers 


spent millions upon millions in fitting up oar 
navy-yards and in the purchase of tools of the | 
highest workmanship, the largest capacity and | 
most costly character, and we have got them 
on hand at this very hour; more than we Want, | 
more than we need. a 
In an investigation made last year, in whith; 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
KELLEY] and the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. Ferny, ] I participated, it was ascertained 
that in the year 1867, two years after the close 


of the war, hundreds of thousands of dollars ` 
were expended for tools of the class I have © 


named, and our navy-yards and ships were- 


filled with them. We have got them now, sir, į; f} 


and this bill contains, or will, I suppose, con- 
tain by way of an amendment, more than 
half a million dollars of appropriation to meet 
unpaid balances for those tools which really 


` let us consider what has been: the legal status . 
.. of our Navy for the past thirty years. . E 


-should have been paid out of the surplus funds d 


in the several bureaus, but which, if I am not - 
mistaken, hdve been expended in ‘the repair 


and equipment of ships, leaving to Congress |. 


the duty of providing for the payment ofthese ; 


balances or of repudiating the contracts made 
by the Navy Department. l 

These tools, sir, are in the Portsmouth navy- 
yard, in the Brooklyn and Philadelphia navy- 
yards, and hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of like tools weré sent ovér to Mare 
Island, on the Patific coast, where I Saw them 
last sutnmer. Shall I be told by my honor- 
able friends who urge an expansion of thé Api 
propriation that this was An extravagant outla 
which the Navy does not propose to follow up 
Why, sir, look at the report of the Setietary , 
of the Navy, aiid see what he recommends. | 
He tells us that we have sevén navy-yards, and 
says somewhat complainingly tliat not foút of 
them are capable of fitting out more than tivo 
ör three vessels at‘one time. _ Well, sir, do hot ` 
gentlemen think it about as much ag the wants 
of the country demand if we can put from eight ` 
to twelve war vessels on the Stocks at one time, , 
even in case of emergency? I think even our 
most oap iog and most dashing officers 
ought to be satisfied with such progress in the | 
multiplication of these warlike monsters in : 
time of peace. Why, sir, upon the’ showing | 
of the Secretary himself we seem to have navy- | 
yards enough for all the wants of the service, : 
and while I am prepared to vote the gums for | 
keeping them up so far‘as.jitis necessary to | 
their présent tondition, I cannot consent to 
extend them. `; i ` 
` No, sir; let usti 


hiħtain and Improv what we 


have, and enter upon no extravagant schcincs ` 


for the construction of new ones except ás we i 
get rid of some of those already capable of | 


| 
| 
| 


i 
{ 
i 
i 
$ 
t 
i 
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work. Since the close of that struggle we have — Liewtéhant M. L. Johngoiy, assistant inspector ord- 


nance. ` 
: Surgeon A. C: Gorgas. ` P 
, Paymaster A. E. Watson, inspector bureau provis- 
lons and élothing. | 
Paymaster C. F. Guild. 
Chaplain J.J. Kane. 00: | 
. Chief Engineer D. B. Macomb. 
Chicf Enginecr J. W. Moore. = . : 
First Assistant Engincer 8. D, P. Aytes. ` | 
- First Assistant Engineer N. P. Towne. ; i 
Boatswain J. H, Bartlett. : 
Guiner A. L. Thompson. 
~ Carpenter W. M. Laighton,: | 
: Sailmaker A. A. Warren. 
_ Naval Constructor S. M. Pook, . PES: PA 
, Assistant Naval Constructor W. If: Varney. i 
Civil Engineer B. F. Chandler. | 


_. Now let us look a little at the personnel of i 
lie Navy, by way of comparison between the | 
two periods which I have adopted. And first ' 


© r o. NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. ee 
In order to show the progressive legal stages ' 

of our Navy, I submit the following table of off- | 

cial grades in the line of the Navy since 1842: 


_ 1843 to 1855: i 1857 to 1862, 
Cäptains „eases 68 Captalns o.i 68 | 
ommanders...........¢ 97 Restored toduty from: i 
Loutenants.,..iseoe 26. theraserved list...... li:i 
i š . t; 
ET o Sa i Ta 
== €ommanders........ 97 j 
Restored ço duty i: 
from the re- | 
served list....... 17 | 
: = ild |, 
Lieutenants...se. see + 326 || 
Mastery hot commis: || 
| sioned and number Hi 
EET is variable., sssesers susse 519 | 
5 -i ibo, ee. cae 
| Redr ddinirals Admiral...:...... 1) 
Commodores. Vico Admiral. 1i 
Captains...... Rear admirais. 10 |: 
Commanders. 25 ʻi 


supplying the wants of the Navy. We have | 


in my own State.a navy-yard at Portsmouth, : 
although it is not int my oivn district. I know, | 
sir, that it furnishes empl6yment and profit | 
to many men who déal with tle Government | 
through its organization, ., Lam willing to sus- : 


tain it in all its branches up to the highest |. 
e; but beyond that : 


demands of the public servi¢ 
I am not willing. to rite I 


am, | ‘am not willing tò : 
foster this local i 


may be to those living within its business infla- |” 


ence, at the expense of a mych larger constit- | 
ueticy who mast contribute of their hard earn- 


ings to maintain and keep. up. these public th 


institutions. - Without, intending to. say, sir, | 
that the orgaitization of that yard or the opera- , 
tions carried on there are more formidable and | 
expensive than they should be, it may be matter | 
of public intérest to show what is required to | 
conduct even a yard of its limited proportions. | 
The following officers are at present stationed : 
at this yard, as I gather from one of th 
papers published in that ‘city: 

Rear Admiral Johi 

Captain D, M. N. Fairfax, exceutive officer. - 


-pommancer €.: H. Wells, inspector ordnance. ad 
wderame n., MENY N 
Commandét O. C, Badger, equipment officer. 
Jommander E. Y. McCauley, navigation. 
ommander ©, 
Lieutenant A. I. Crossman. 


41st Cona. 2p Sess.—No. 222. 


f; Larpenter, general inspector. - ! 
KN 


j 


titerest, however profitable it | 


e local |` 


A. Winslow, | as 


1 


| Paymasters and assistants... 


9 
18 
36 
72 
Lieutenantéoinmand- =~ 

: w- 144 OS 

144 

1 


fo : 90 i 
entggants.. i 7 
Sites. EY 2 OFS iysesaaasacsoecansies 180 i: 
nsigns: HH Lieutenatits.... z 1 i 
vil Ensigns feos 150 i 


eve iA, be satiate E 
low the Tegal Jimit. pow, 
ling up by accessions, from 
apolis. > 


Cap _i 1860 im (ish 

Captains ,...... 79 -Admiral.......... 

Commanders. LIH Vice Admiral. 

Lieutenants: 325 Rear admirals 

Masters iz., 34 Gommodords.. 
ee — Captains,.... ‘ 
552 Commander: ae 


- Tieutonint command- 


re 
630 
552 


428 


Totalasrii sseni oersde 


“oa 


ha ee l ‘Différoheo, (exocas)... 138 
A compariséd of the three principal grades 
of the staff sholWs the following result: 


a O Sean, 1800. ae 
Surgeons and assistant ‘gurgéons oe FBS 
j east and ‘Navy agents. i ot “AL 
Engineers of all grados.. aie ora 
Total...:., bantik eriin: woeddc vedas desde diiis wee ae be eseieeri 506 


cat: ee ‘Stag, 70. l SIE 
Surgeons and assistant surgeons..,..1-« 


Engineers of ph grades.: 


—— 
Totali hncss dspace ccsocensaceataegecinatesdzetocageancies 539 | 
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In addition to this we have the following 
reserved and retired corps: 


; 1860. 1570. 

Captains... 19 Rear admirals............ 18 
Commanders.. . 16 Commodores.... 53 
Lieutenants...............5. ‘35 Qaptains....... 27 
: —— Commanders............. 15 

Total.. 10 Lieutenat command- 
: ; BAS) OTB coccies eecdeseevevevives ts 5 
Licutcnants..........60 3B 
Totals snte 121 


REDUCTION OF THE Navy. 


the treasures of the country, I think it worth 


. our while to éXamine with care and with earn- 


estness the Register so recently issued, and see 
if after all it is not in our power to provide for 
the future reduction of the Navy. Take, for 
instance, the number of ‘officers upon the Re- 
gister who are entitled to command vessels, from 
commodore to lieutenant commander inclusive. 
We find those grades to embrace three buit- 
dred and forty-five. There are on the franklin 
alone eight lieutenant commanders, and six on 
the Eutaw, while by reference to the Register of 
1870 we find that of all classes we have but one 
hundred and eighty-five vessels all told. Of 
this number less than one hundred will require 
commanflérs, as is shown by the fotegoihg 
details, the remaining vessels being either 
out of commission, in ordinary, or laid up, so 
that we have a surplus of two hundred aud 


| sir, we shall have upon our hands, unless we 
|| get up à war, òr a large and extensive Navy, 
W i| thee edudated young gentlemen, many of them, 

from their isolation at the Academy and At sea, 
‘unfit for the active duties of civil life. 


‘Mr. Chairman, I donotlike to seem ‘azerés- 


‘sive, ðr éven intrusive, but itisdue to the force 


‘of cirtutnstances, and it seems to me to the 
tax-payers of the country, to say to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, with the distinguished 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorrep] 
at its head, that there seems to be opetred up 
one of the most favorable opportunities for 
retrenchment and reform in the future that 
ever blessed the vision of the most sturdy and 
persistent economist. If the question were 


‘to-day putto us by-our éonstituedts, What need 


ig there in the American Navy,in time of 
peace, of twenty-eight rear admirals, seventy- 


‘eight Commodores, and seventy-seven Cap- 


tains? it would indéed be a puzzling otie to 
answer. It must be remembered that the 
gradesof Admiral, Vice Admiral, rear admiral, 
and commodore were created during the war 
as a military necessity, and also as a reward 
for gallant conduct and length of service. 


8538 


... Can it be believed, sir, that there ia now a 
serious attempt on the part of the officers of 
the Navy to increase this list of high officers, 
and consequently increase the amount de- 
manded for pay and emoluments? Yet. such 
is the fact, and it is gravely proposed now 
to set aside out of this list a certain number 
of these high officers, so that the places thus 


vacated by them may be filled by others in the ` 


grades below, the promotions not being suffi- 
ciently rapid to satisfy the ambition of the gal- 
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littling our.own military organizations and 
exalting those of other nations. We first raise 
the cry of impending war, and then'turning to 
see what weare to do with this imaginary diffi- 
culty, we find that we are called upon instantly 


| or prospectively to appropriate vast sums of 


money to 
; posture. 


lace the Army. or Navy in warlike 
y friend from Maine, captivated or 
captured by the lofty ideas of naval power 
advanced by the Secretary of the Navy in his 


,, last annual report, has proved that he is no 


lant gentlemen who constitute the line of the ` 


Navy. For one I am against this increase of 
rank and increase of expense. 
manded by the interests of the service, nor 
can I see that it can properly be claimed as an 
additional reward for services performed. On 


It is not de- , 


the other hand, sir, my belief is very strong, : 


my convictions very clear, that in these higher 
grades we should restrict the promotions and 
provide at once for a reduction in the different 
grades, without, of course, dismissing these 
older servants from the places which they have 
won by promotion and length of service. 
UNPOPULARITY OF THE NAVY. 

My friend from Maine has alluded to the fact 
of iutestine divisions within the Navy itself. 
Mr. Chairman, I am sorry to admit that his 


remark is too well founded. Upon the merits ` 


of that controversy [ do not propose to enter 


to-day; but I may well ask him to unite with - 


myself in rejoicing that it is in the Navy alone 
where such dissensions exist. Iam glad, sir, 
they do not exist in the other military branch 
of the service of the United States. On some 


other opportunity I may take occasion to allude | 
to the causes of this difference, but I pass from — 
that subject now to that immediately before | 


the committee. 


My friend from Maine has spoken of the hard | 


fortune which the Navy seems to have met at 
the hands of former generations and the hard 


blows it is constantly receiving now in time of ; 


peace from various quarters, including the press | 
of the country. Iacknowledgethe factas much : 


as I regret it. Is it proper for us in this dis- 
cussion to seek for itscauses ? I would be glad 
to see more sympathy between the people and 


the Navy, but I fear it cannot.be brought about || 
until the Navy itself shall get rid of what is | 


sometimes called the esprit de corps, but which ` 
might better be denominated the exclusiveness | 
and clanship of rank. Does this House know ; 


that during the session of the present Congress 
officers of the Navy have been brought here 
under orders in scores to lobby against a cer- 


tain bill pending in one of the committees? For ; 
what purpose? To strengthen this spirit of | 
rank exclusiveness, and to insure the prestige | 


of that class of officers who have within the last 


twelve months spent more than $21,000,000 | 
upon what they say is a worthless Navy. Does |. 


it know that gentlemen who dared -to come : 
here to represent the opposite principle have - 
by the exercise of pure authority been exiled | 


to places where there was neither duty to be | 
performed nor comforts to be enjoyed, and | 


all this at the public expense.and all to keep 
up and maintain and perpetuate a wretched 
exclusivencss that:does not exist in any other 


military organization on the face of, the earth. | 


Yes, sir ; there is not. a military organization 


even among the monarchical civilized. coun- | 


tries of Europe that is not less exclusive, less 


aristocratical than this American Navy of ours | 


in its organization.. How ean it. then come 
near the heartsof the people in time of peace? 
How can it become then the recipient of that 
popular favor which the gentleman from Maine 
would seem to invoke for it,and which no man 
would. be more glad to see than myself? Al- 
ready it bas lost that impression of the volun- 
teer spirit which was the fruit of the war, which 
liberalized both branches of our military service. 

Mr. Chairman, whenever we are seeking vast 
expenditares of money in a given direction, 
and especially when we desire to foster the 
spirit of enterprise, if I.may so call it, in the 
Army or in the Navy, we commence by be- 


. question of peace or war. 


stranger to the influences which surround this | 


speech the ideas of which seem to run parallel 
with those of the Secretary of the Navy, as 


: enunciated in that report, and with statistics 


' any of the first-class navies of Europe. 


and figures which may be found extensively in 
that document, he has consumed a consider- 
able portion of his time in exalting before the 
House and the country the vast proportions 
and power of European navies, and by contrast 


` the weakness and inefficiency of our own. 
He has told us of the great power of the | 


naval armament of the mother country which, 
under the flag that for a thousand years has 
braved the battle and the breeze, now claims 
to be mistress of the ocean. He has spoken 
of the French, the Prussian, and other Euro- 


pean navies, and in contrast with them has |. 


repeated the idea of the Secretary in intimat- 
ing that in case of convulsion or war we should 
be powerless before the advancing power of 

at 
he has not spread before us the cost of these 
magnificent armaments, even if he paused to 
count it. 

The estimate of expenses for the English 
navy made March, 1870, was £9,996,641, equal- 
ing $45,9&8,205.. This very statement will 
show the uselessness, not to say absurdity, of 
attempting to rival the British navy in its size, 
power, or its armament. It weeds nothing but 
the bare statement ef the expense to deter the 
American people from any attempt at rivalry 
in time of peace with the great European naval 
Powers. ........... eS 

Now, Mr- Chairman, so far as I am con- 


rying out the entetprising, not to say extrava- 
gant ideas which now prevail among the lead- 
ing officers of the. Navy of the United States. 


- No man who has observed the course of events 


can be-ignorant of. what those gentlemen’ pro- 
pose to de ; of how they propose to extend our 
„borders by the expansion of territory—the ac- 
“quisition of San’ Domingo and Ciba and the 
Sandwich Islands; how they propose-to pene- 


-trate the Isthmus of Darien for the purpose of 


“building an interoceanic cannl, and how they 


In ‘an elaborate : 


' 
i 


j 


i 

| have dug up from the recesses of an old appro- 
priation some forty or sixty thousand dollars 
which they are now expending in that purpose, 
asserting at the same time that we need more 
appropriations for refitting our vessels and for 
work at our navy-yards. 

Sir, we have just emerged, as it were, from a 
period of war; and unquestionably there are 
many who won their laurels on the Mississippi 
or at Fort Fisher who are quite impatient of a 
time of peace, and seek to extend their power 
and their influence, through the organization of 
the Navy, into new fields whereageression might 

| possibly lead to hostilities. In that view per- 
: haps we might be in danger of a war, which 
ı would require an increase of naval power; but 
taking things as they exist to-day, and regu- 
! lated as they are by a sound public opinion, I 
_ assert, sir, that there is no such danger of war, 
‘there are no such impending signs of hostili- 
i ties as will authorize the expenditure of a dol- 
i lar of extra money for naval purposes. 

Why, sir, if the gentleman’s argument means 
‘anything it means that because Great Britain 
‘has more than six hundred ships, because 


': France has more than five hundred, the Amer- 


ican Navy should be placed on a footing of 
power sufficient to cope with them in a struggle 
for the conquest of the seas. Sir, the people 
_of this country never have and never will seek 
to have in time of peace, as I have said before, 
a large naval power. They will not seek to 
‘compete with the great Powers of Europe in 
i paval power. 


' And so it is, sir, because we are in danger 


of war with England or some other foreigu 
Power, that we are to build up a great Navy at 
| an expense of many millions of dollars which 
| should go into the Treasury to pay the public 
debt, or which should be taken from the bur- 
dens of taxation that now oppress the people. 
War with England, sir! Why England to- 
day stands upon her good behavior toward 
i the United States and toward all the world, 
‘bound to it by a commerce which whitens 
every sea, and which in less than six months 
| from the time war should be declared would 
be swept from those very seas by the volun- 
teer navy of the United States. War with 
England, sir! We stand to-day upon our 
good behavior toward England by reason of 
the mighty debt imposed upon us in the civil 
war of the rebellion, and which is now taxing 
all the patience, the industries, the patriotism, 
and the good feeling of the American people. 
War with England, sir! She is bound to her 
good behavior by the fact that in thirty days 
from the declaration of war Canada would be 
i ours, and the territory which she is now proud 


| to claim her own would rest securely under 
i! the broad egis of the American flag. We shall 


| have no war with England, or if we do it will 


,, not be a war such as the gentleman has alluded 


high seas, but a war in which by letters of 
' marque and reprisal we shall sweep her com- 
merce.from the hundred seas on which it now 
floats, and take our northern neighbors in 
pledge as security for the future. 
~ Let us not, then, Mr. Chairman, be seduced 


i 
| t 
i| to, of squadron against squadron upon the 
l 
| 


|| into voting large appropriations for the Navy 


of the United States beyond that which is neces- 


|| sary to keep afloat vessels sufficient to carry 


our flag with honor and respectability into such 
parts of the worldas it is drawn by the interests 
of our Government or the commerce of the 
United States. eek es 
i OUR MONITORS. ` 


| It is with no small surprise and regret that I 


have learned-from the late reports of the Navy 
Department, and the statements of the hon- 
: orable chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations, that our naval vessels are utterly 
worthless, and the laughter. of all the. great 
naval Powers of the world. IJ certainly had 
‘arrived at very different conclusions from read- 
ing the reports of the naval operations at the 
cantareor Pori Fisher, where our gallant Navy 
| delivered its last tremendous blow to the stag- 


officer who commanded on that occasion, “the 
largest fleet that we haveever had assembled.’’ 

Let us indulge for a few moments’ in the 
vigorous and refreshing language of the dis- 
tinguished Vice Admiral, as he gives it to usin 
his report, off Fort Fisher, January 15, 1865, 
and as we find itin the message and documents, 
Navy Department, 1865-66, page 190. Hear 
bow he talks abcut our worthless Navy: 


“As to the Monadnock, she could ride out a gale 
at anchor inthe Atlantic oosan.” * + 2 8 
“Tho Monadnock is capable of crossing the ocean 
alone, when her compasses are once adjusted prop- 
erly, and could destroy any vessel in the French or 
British navy, lay their towns under contribution, 
and return again, previded she could Sickup coal, 


without tear ef being followed. She could certainly | 


efear any harber on our coast of blockaders in case 
we wero zt war withaforeign Power. Asstrong and 
thick as tko sidos of this vesscl are,one heavy shot 
from Fort Fisher indented the iron on het side armor, 
without, however, doing any material damage. These 
vessels ispeaking of the monitors) have laid five 


days under a fire from Fort Fisher, anchored less , 
than eight hundred yards off, and though fired at a: 


great deal they were seldom hit, and received no 
injury except to boats and light matter about decks, 
which were pretty well cut 10 pieces.” i 

è 3 a x x à = x ® * + 


“The commanders of the monitors seem to feel | 


quite at home and safe in them, and apprehend no 
more danger at sea than in any other kind of vessol. 
Cummander Parrott, of the Monadnock, remarked 
that he did not see any difference between her and 
anything elre.” 

The Monadnock and the monitors are still 
ours. I commend that fact to the considera- 
tion of all nervous gentlemen in fear of foreign 
navies. 

THE MONARCH. 


We hear a good deal of talk now-a-days in 


relation to the building of ships which shall be ; 
impenetrable to any warlike missile,and clothed | 
with armor which shall protect them from all ` 


assaults. Some of us had the fortune a short 
time since to be on board one of these mov- 
ing war palaces belonging to her Britannic ma- 


jesty, and to examine her splendid proportions, ; 


her perfect workmanship: and her formidable 
armor; and now, sir, what do you suppose to 
be the opinion of the most distinguished of our 
naval officers as to her impenetrability, of her 
power to withstand the heavy shot to which 
she might be exposed in endeavoring to enter 
one of our fortified harbors? I put the question 
to one such gentleman, ‘f What would be the 


effect ofa fifteen-inch round shot upon the sides ; 


of the Monarch at point-blank range?’ And 
the answer was, *‘ It would go through her as 
though she were rotten wood.’ That vessel, 
costing in British navy-yards and in gold £400,- 
000, and which would probably cost in this coun- 
try to build her two or three million dollars, 
would not stand a minute before those formi- 
dable works which the War Department, under 
the superintendence of a distinguished general, 


is now erecting as a defense for our principal - 
One of those despised iron- clads, | 
scarred as they are with rebel shots received at | 
Charleston and elsewhere, which now liearound i 


harbors. 


League Island, would bea thousand times more 
formidable and more effective, either for assault 
or defense, in any harbor in the world, than 
the noble vessel of which I have spoken. 

And yet, when we come tv look at the cost 


of these noble vessels, so far as it has been | 


ascertained, it will strike the American peo- 
ple with surprise that upon a single vessel 
Great Britain is willing to expend such vast 
sums of money, while it will serve as a warn- 
ing to us how cautiously we should enter upon 
any scheme such as is recommended by the 
Secretary of the Navy for building ten ships of 
similar structure and power. The cost of the 
hull and engines alone of the Monarch, as pat 
down in the Statesmen’s Year Book for 1870, 
is £336,000 sterling, and equal in amount to 
$1,680,000, and this at gold prices in England. 
DEFENSES AND FORTIFICATIONS. 

Intimately connected with this question of 
appropriations for the support of the Navy as 
We find it is the question of our coast defenses. 
I am satisfied that the opinion is rapidly obtain- 


1 
+ se gy 


|' jron-clads capable of being placed in imme- j 
i! diate use. 


ıı Navy of the United States. 
., have been entered upon, both. in Congress and | 
‘| in the public press, based upon an item in the | 
' report of the Secretary o 
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ring rebelliqn, and particularly from this em- | ing ground, and thatit rests upon a just-found- 
phate sentence, italicized by the distinguished || ation, x pa 


that we can hereafter to a great extent 
rely upon our land fortifications for the defense 
of our sea-coasts and harbors. I find in the 


‘| last annual report of the Genéral of the Army 


: that the board of enginéers in New York has 
i laid down five general propositions in regard 


tothe modifications of the sea: coast forts, which | 


are heartily approved by that distinguished 
officer, and which are thus stated: 
“ First. The use of barbette batteries of earth with 


; deep parapet and a liberai number of bomb-proof 


and magazine traverses. . : 

“Second, The use of the heaviest guns, with car- 
,. Tages admitting of the gun being depressed below 
| the parapet for loading. 

Third. An abundant supply of heavy mortars. 

i Fourth. The use of torpedoes. 
` Fifth. Entanglements to hold a fleet long enough 
, for destruction.” . io 


| T call attention to the comments of the Geh- 
eral.of the Army upon these propositions, as 

found in bis report : 
“ Taking new ‘Fort Winthrop’ harboras a sample, 


conditions of the problem. No foreign army will be 
likely to attempt alanding on ourcoast, and gli that 


 & foreign fleet can attempt will betorun by the forts 
:, and lay the cities under contribution. 


i On firm land 
we can:handle guns of heaviercaliberand with more 


accuracy òf aim than any cnemy can his afloat; and | 
d shi 


‘in my judgment no armore p, as yet built, can 


long exist within the range of our twenty-inch guns, 


or even of the fifteen-inch gung, if successfully | 
1. I therefore recommend: that the. forts : 
' covering the cities of Portland, Boston, New York, ' 


handled. 


Philadelphia, Baltimore, New ‘Orleans, and San 
Francisco should be pushed to completion as soon as 
practicable. All other points might be neglected 
for the present.” : 


In accordance with these sentiments are the ` 


- observations which I have recently heard made 
! by experienced officers both in the Army and 
the Navy. 
with the able and distinguished officer who has 


` land coast, he expressed with great confidence 
the opinion that our towns and, cities upon the 


any navy now in existence, through the perfec- 
' tion, of our fortifications and the heavy arma- 


ment to which allusion has been made in the | 
report of General Sherman. It is admitted by | 
high authority in the Navy that a fifteen-inch | 


shot would penetrate the side of the heavy- 
armored vessel, the Monarch, which a short 
time since was floating in our waters, a wonder 


both in structure and in cost alike to our citi- | 
zens and to our Army and Navy. These facts, | 
i sir, admonish us that we ought not to, spend 
| in the construction of vessels, hastily and with- | 


‘out care and caution, vast sams of money under 
| the supposition or pretense of necessary coast 
. defense, more especially when we have so many 


COAL. 

We have heard muck during the present 
session of Congress of the contemplated reduc- 
tion of expenditures, by the abolition of the 
use of coal and the partial or entire destruction 
of our steam marine, in connection. with the 
Fine calculations 


` asserted the saving in expense in this item 
alone as probably reaching the enormous sum 

:, of $2,000,009. This assumption has been so 
|, completely exploded, both by opponents and 
i the explanation of friends, that it. is hardly 
i worth while to recur toit here, and I do so 
only to call attention to the fact that while the 
actual amount of coal consumed is less than 
$500,000 per annum, and that all the rest of 
| the saving is based upon a loose estimate of 
| expenditure, wear and tear of engines, &c., 
| no one has chosen to calculate or even to allude 
“to the increased expense which will accrue 
from this change from steam to sailing vessels, 
From what will such increased expense 
arise? Principally, sir, from the increased 
complement of men that will be demanded 
when this change is made. It will be apparent 
to all, however little they may be conversant 


I am satisfied that these propositions fulfill all the | 


charge‘of the fortifications along the New Eng- ' 


coast could be rendered unapproachable by | 


the. Navy, which | 
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. With affairs of the sea, that when the engines 


shall have been torn from the ship and their 
places supplied with sailing-rig, with masts and 
yards and spars, the demand for men to man 


-the vessels must be very largely increased. 


We have a proof and exemplification of ‘this 
in the fact that the Secretary of the Navy now 
asks for three thousand men in addition to the 
eighty-five hundred now allowed by law. Let 
us estimate this increased expense which will 
be required annually to supply this enormous 
saving on coal. 

The Department calls for three thousand addi- 
tional men. ‘The best estimates which I can get 
of the expense which this increase would call for 


: amounts to $1 50 per day at least, per man, in 
‘round numbers, though probably it exceeds 


that sum. At this rate the increase would 


- involve annually an expense of over one mil- 


lion six hundred thousand dollars. I ean 


i hardly see economy in this. 


In the book of Naval Regulations, issued 
in 1865, sections three hundred and eighty-six 
and three hundred and eighty-seven direct that 
steam vessels of the Navy shall be navigated 
under sail, and that steam shall be used and 
coal consumed only under extraordinary cir- 


| cumstances, of which the commanding officer 


shall promptly inform the Department. And 
in the subsequent circulars, Nos. 1 and 2, pub- 
lished in 1866 and 1867, the following positive 
language is employed : 

. “Steam will only be used in entering or leaving 
port when the vessel cannot be managed under sails 
alone, and underother circumstances where an urgent 
necessity may exist, which renders it necessary for 


. the performance of the service, if a specified time 
` for its performance has been d 


i : . ! hority.” 
In conversation a short time since *¥thority 


irected by proper 

And again: 

“ Whenever steam is ased the commanding officer 
of the vessel must eniér in the steam log-book, in 
red ink with his own Signature, the reasons why he 
ordered it, and he will be held to a strict_account- 
ability for the sufficiency of his reasons. In no case 
will he use steam without a necessity so strong that 
the publie interests would obviously be materialy 
injured by not using it.” 

If, then, the commanding officers of naval 
vessels have been in the habit.of barning coal 
extravagantly, and using up the furnaces and 
machinery of their vessels by. unnecessary 
steaming, why have they not been held to ac- 
count for their disregard of these regulations ? 

A short calculation will enable us to estimate 
the probable expense of .coal for the Navy, if 
rh ih earl concerning its use be complied 
with. : a 

We shall probably have: in actual service 
during the present year thirty steam vessels 
of all classes, several of which, the Franklin, 
Colorado, Lancaster, &c., are full ships en- 
tirely independent of their steam power. Now, 
if seven hundred and fifty tons of coal per 
annum be.allowed to each of these vessels for 
necessary steaming, we shall have a.consump- 
tion of about twenty-two thousand five hundred 
tons, at a cost of about two hundred thousand 
dollars, or let us say $250,000 per annum. 

The principal advantage to be derived from 
the employment of sailing vessels is the oppor- 
tunity afforded to the officers of the Navy of 
acquiring a practical knowledge of seaman- 
ship, in which, by the testimony of the older 
commanding officers, the young graduates..of 
the Naval School are: notably deficient:; and 
it appears that the last Secretary.of the Navy, 


| soon after the termination of the war, directed 


that a sailing vessel should be attached to each 
squadron, to which the younger officers should 
be transferred from time, to time, that they 
might -be familiarized with: all. the, details of 
the management of ships under sgil. oe 

Ihave but.one desire in the discharge of my. 
official duties as connected with the Navy, and. 
that.is to render. it respectable, powerful, saad 
efficient. I use theseterms in their Ameriagny 
and notin their British sense. I donot speak 
of a British navy or.of a French navy,;,J.speak. 
of an American Navy such as it has-been to 
our fathers, and such asit should ba,to us in 
time of peace. I have the strongest desire to 
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- see our Navy assimilated in organization, char- 
acter, and rank to those of the other great 
nations of the earth, whose experience has 
dictated the present condition in which we find 
them. I desire to see its organization, go far 
as it can be, similar and analogous to that of 


the Army of the United States, where dissen- | 


sions are almost unknown, and where the only 
ditliculty which seems to arise is, what shall 
we do to redace the number of its officers? In 
the matter of hich rank in the line of the Navy 
we have made great advances during and since 
the wat. We have created the additional ranks 
ot Admiral, Vice Admiral, Rear Admiral, 
commodore. and lieutenant commander. We 
have almost exhansted at times the nutibers 
in the lower grades in otder that we might 
placé them iit the higher, with additional rank 
and iticreased pay. 
the large increase of numbers, his also largely 
increased the expense in the pay in the Navy. 
[think ft is about time that we should begin 
to limit the promotions to these higher grades, 
I have nò doubt that if this matter were made 
a study by members of Congress they woald 
come to a like conclusion. 
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friend from New Hampshire [Mr. Stivens] 

yield to me fora few minutes. = |. 
Mr. STEVENS. I would inquire of the 

Chair how much time I have remaining? 

_ The CHAIRMAN. About twenty-one min- 


‘utes. . : 
- Mr. STEVENS. Ihave considerable more 
to say upon this subject. 


Mr. DAWES. Very well; I will not press 


my request now. Yas À 
Mr. COX. Iwillask leave to have my remarks 
printed in the Globe.as part of the discussion 
' of to-day upon ghis bill. If that can be done, I 
will then yield Tny time to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] and to the gentle- 


> man from Illinois, [Mr. Locan.] 


This advancement, with | 


I am quite sure, | 


sir, that if there were fifty then on this floor - 


as well acquainted witli the details of the Navy 
as they are with the details of the Army, there 
would be as much demand. for 4 reorganiza- 
tion and reduction in that branch of the ser- 
vice, both here and thronghout the Country, 
as there is for revision in the Army. 


the misfortune both to tlle Navy and the coun- | 


try seems to be that to everybody outside of 
its organization, or to those whd enjoy its 
patrdnage, it is a close corpdriition, a sealed 
book, into whose recesses we seldom look, and 
which we leave to be handled and controlled 


By professional men who easily reach the ear | 
of the Department, and who transmit their ||‘ 


-vidws through that medium to the committees 
of the House and Senate, . T 
‘some of the most remarkable instances of this 


Bat :! 


Mr. DAWES. 
the gentleman. | 


cordingly granted. 
will be found in the Appendix. ] 
MESSAGE FROM TILE PRESIDENT. 


` of the Union rose informally, when a message 
from the President, by Mr. Horace PORTER, 
one of his secretaries, announced thatthe joint 

resolution (H. R. No. 85) for the relief of 
Helen Lincoln and Heloise Lincoln, and for 
the withholding of moneys from tribes of In- 
dians holding American captives,.was received 
by the President on the 4th instant, and not 

| having been returned to the House within ten 
days (Sundays excepted) after presentation, 
had become a law, pursuaut to the Constitution 
ot the United States. 


_ NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILU. 
The Coimmittée of thé Whole on the state 
‘of the Union resumed its session.. 


“because I believe injustice has bétn done to 


There have been | 


in the shape of bills which have been intro- : 
duced here at the request of the Department | 


since [ havre been a member of the House. 1 


say in alt seriousness, and with a desire to call : 
the attention of the Hotse to this matter, that | 


it is a subject which demands their earnest and 
prompt itivestigation. It {samatter with which 
‘they shoald make themselves acquàitited, and 
they can than judge whether the unpopalarity 
‘of the Navy, ot-whielt my friend fron Maine 
jastly complains, and which I freely admit, is 
well founded, or whethér it rests only upon 


forward to take the place of well-tested prin- 
ciples; and because perhapsa well-meant econ- 
omy is beihg pushed so far as to threaten to 
cripple a necessary arth of the national defense. 
I think J should not bé silent when a policy 


“is recommended Vhat would dismantle all our 


the groand that wè know nothing about its . 


inner workings. eee 2 

' Mr. Chairman; our gréat straggie is to get 
back in all departnietits from the extravagzanee 
of a period of War to the evonomy and fregality 
of peace. Jt requires the édnstant effort of all 
those who-represent in a public’ capacity the 
welfare and the interests ot the people. It 
seems at tines as thoigh the effort was des- 
tined in some respécts to.exténd over an in- 


definite period of timé before we reach a suc- : 
While I ani at times | 


cessful termination. 
discouraged, I do not despair. Even ‘when I 


find such estimates as ate demanded on the i; 
part of the Navy I cettainly shall not regard | 


the case as hopeless if we-ean sustdin substan- 
tially the recommendations whieh the commit- 


duction of this bill: 
requires some changes in particular instances, 


it will in the main receive my cordial sapport. i; 


I bail it, as I have other measures emanating 
from that committee, ùs an éarnest that the 
voice of the peoplé has been héard and will be 
obayed, arid that Congress is to make it 4 spe- 
cial duty, as the representatives of a confiding 
yet patriotic and long-suffering people, to see 
that in our public expenditures the principle 
of’ retrenchment is fully vindicated by the 
adoption of praetieal measures to‘ secure that 
great result. Sp Be 
- Dering the remarks of Mr. STEVENS, 

Mr. DAWES said: I would like to have my 


havy yatds, when thy own State contains one 
of the principal navy-yards of the country, the 
' efficiency of which is essential to the protec- 
‘tion of the Pacific sea-coast and of our grow- 
ing Asiatic commerce. I tay ie excused in 
passing fót Liludiig to the great advantage in 
onilding up, the’ Mate: Island navy-yard, so 


: handsomely réferréd to by the gentleman [Mr. 
It should be . 


. Srévexs] who Has just spoken. 
completed as soon as possible, and be provided 


> with all the appliances for repairs of steam 
~iachinety, and for the rapid building and 
‘yepair of ships during war, which facilities it . 


has not at present, because á large bmount of 
money would be'saved by sending all the ships 
'in the Pacific and in the China seas to lay up 
thére and repair., It would save the long dnd 
perilous voyage around Cape Horn, and through 


| the tropics and on to the stormy eastern coast 


in mid winter. 1t would save the China fleet 
the long voyage, around the Cape of Good 


Lose vory Mash: okigo to ` thai the navy-yard for the repair and equip- 


: F Nees EERE. ; Js on that station and in the 
No objection was madé, and leave was ac- « ment of the vessels 0 


[The remarks of Mr. Cox © 


The Committee of the Whole on the state : 


over our Pacific railroad, and the wealth ofthe 
Indies will seek ourshores. The electric tele- 

raph that will soon be laid from California to 
China will give us the means of instant com- 
munication with those distant lands, the pos- 
session of whose trade has heretofore enriched 
the nation acquiring it. There will be lines of 
steamships running from California to China, 
as there are now from New York to Europe. 
The whole country will be interested in pro- 
. tecting those interests ; and hence the establish- 
| ment of the great and only navy-yard of the 
| Pacific is a matter of national concern. Our 
| 


' naval squadrons on the Pacific have an extent 
| of sixty-six hundred miles in which to keep 
i watch over and protect the interests of our citi- 
zens ; and it must be apparent to common sense 


i China seas should be in proportion to the 
wants of the Navy there. Economy is one 
thing, but a reckless disregard of the recom- 
mendations of the Secretary and of the experts 
who know what is requisite is another. Forty 
million people of the United States may 
' think they are doing a large business in keep- 
' ing up six navy-yards, (for that is all we have 
in operation,) but the Spanish navy-yard at 
: Ferrol would take them all in, and they would 
hardly be seen. Our expenses are a mere 
bagatelle compared with those of the smallest 
raval Power of Europe. 
lf I understand my colleague on the com- 
i mittee, [Mr. Wasuburn,] he is opposed to 
‘repairing our wooden ships because they are 
not iron, and he would let the ships on the 
; stocks rot there for the same reason. We have 


' no iron.ships except the iron-clads, and we 


Mr. SARGENT. {take part in this debate - 


the Navy Department as at present adminis- . 
tered ; beeduse crude theories are being pressed ' 


‘have neither. the materials, the tools, nor the 
experience to buildthem. Whatthen? Shall 
we dispense witha Navy? Shall we discard 
all means of protection for our interests abroad 
and reduce ourselves to such a condition that 
‘the most insignificant foreign Power can insult 
us with impunity? , Such is the result that we 
reach if.we do not attend to the necessary 


| annual repairs of our fleets. The rapid dete- 


‘ rioration of ships of all kinds, of iron vessels 
‘not less than those of wood, is incapable of 
| denial. ` The neglect of repdir of our vessels 
| for three years, or a less period, would put 
| them in the condition of floating coffins. At 
| the end of that time there would not be one of 
| them that would be fit to cross the Atlantic. 
‘ While our people are commercial ia their habits, 
and have business interests with the rest of the 
world, the- Government must be prepared to 
protect them, wherever. merchant ships may 
carry the flag. We are even now devising 
some means whereby our merchant marine 
may be.enlarged ; but our success in that direc- 
tion will only make it more necessary that our 
naval vessels shall visit foreign stations to see 
that our national rights are respected. 
. The idea of my colleague of the Committee 
on Appropriations, that we should foster our 


‘ merchant steam marine, so that. in time of 


'' Hope, or the more expensive one through the ` 


l Suez canal, which in the former case could 
tee have favored the House with in the pro- | 
While unquestionably it i 


not be made in less than ‘one hundred days, 
while it could be made from Shanghai to Cal- 
ifornia in twenty-five days. ‘These are great 
advantages in point of time, to say nothing of 


| the saving in wear and tear of ships and |, 


i] 
| màchińery, and in coal and other material. 
| 
| 


Within this limit are contained the best lands 
for'ship-building timber. British Columbiadnd 
Vancouver's Island will one day be a part of 
our Union; and will bring their proportion of 
wealth in the shape of ship-timber, minerals, 
and all that goes to make 4 powerful navy. 
The great trade of China will flow naturally 


We have gréat possessions on the North : 
| Pacifie coast, extending from Jatitade thirty- ` 
i three degrees to latitude sixty degrees north, . 
: J and wh 


: war they may furnish, us swift cruisers, is good 
` go far as it goes; but certainly, we must have 
, something approximating a respectable peace 
' establishment also; and that we can have at 

present only by keeping in repair our present 
| Navy, or building a new ohe. LË he isin favor 
: of building iron war ships, where.does his idea 
' find expression in the bill that he has reported, 
: and where his wishes had supreme weight? 


© There is no appropriation. suggested even for 


the commencement of such an experiment. 
But I åm not ready to exclude. wooden ships 
{rom the Navy when I remember that the ves- 
sels that passed the forts below New Orleans, 
just before.that, city, was taken, were of wood, 
en [ know tak eminent naval authority, 
both here and in England, holds that wooden 
„ships will always be an important arm of naval 
gervice, and that a large. part of the present 
navies of the world are of wood. ree 

Bat, ‘sir, the Navy Department, had nothing 
save these wooden ships and a few monitors 


~ 


1870. 
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‘when this Administration came into power. It 
was not to blame that rotten old hulks incum- 
bered the navy-yards, and other rotten old 
hulks constituted our navy in foreign waters. 
If there is any disgrace arising from the char- 
acter of our ships, that disgrace belongs to Con- 
gress, and not to the Navy Department under 
this Administration or any former one. We 
have doled out the means to construct the Navy, ' 
and prevented by our parsimopy the adoption - 


of improvements in naval architecture. The- 
fifth-rate Powers of Europe surpass us in this | 
respect. The disgrace is ours, and not that of - 
our brave officers and men, who have made up : 
in spirit and energy for the weak and inefficient . 
ships on which we have sent them to their. 
stations. And it is not on the Navy Depart- 
ment, to which we have for twenty years, ex- | 
cept during the war, appropriated about the 
amount, on an average per year, that this bill 
appropriates, while England has appropriated, 
during the same time, from fifty to one hundred : 
million dollars per year. We have appro-. 
priated about one dollar to five of England, 
and yet talk of the disgraceful condition of our | 
vessels as compared with those of England, as į 
Lo a reproach, not to us, but to the Navy | 
itself. Ro 
For 1868 and 1869 England appropriated , 
over fifty-five million dollars in gold to its 
navy, equivalent to $75,000,000. of our money, 
while we appropriated but $17,356,350. ‘ ‘This 
year their appropriations are about five million 
dollars less, and this bill reduces our appropri- - 
ations $1,000,000. When it is remembered 
that England has no eight-hour law to increase 
the cost of its labor, and that materials there 


are cheaper, the difference in its appropriations ` C 
|’ present one, and sach was the necessity that 
: existed for activity in the navy-yards after the 


would carry them up, us comparéd with ours, 
to at least $100,000,000 per year. The con» 
dition of the Navy at the time this Adminis- 
tration took it is shown by a communication 
of the late Secretary Welles, dated as late as | 
January 29, 1869, and addressed to Hon. J. W. 
Grimes, chairman of the Senate Naval Com- 
mittee. In the letter referred to Mr. Welles 
complains of the limited means at his disposal, 
says he had of late made but few repairs, and 
anticipates the embarrassment that his suc- 
cessor will suffer from finding the Navy in such | 
a bad condition. Ì 


| As this letter is the best © 
exhibit of the ‘‘perishing and non-efficient |; 
condition of our naval vessels’! within about "| 


from his hands I ask attention -to its state- 'i 
ments : a ee Rae | 
Navy DEPARTYENȚ, January 29, 1869.. | 

Sm: * # = *- Itwaşnotmy intention 


at this session of Congress to urge an increase in any . 
of the proposed appropriations, reduced as they hive 
been without consultation with the Department, from 
ees made upon carefully Zathered data zng 
witbout any expression firon t e committee report- ; 
ing the bill as 19 how thé money should be applied | 
or where expendéd:; but feeling itaduty to call atten- 

tion to the embatrassments likely to arise from the» 
adoption of the bill as passed by the Mouse of Rep- | 
resentatives, irrespective of the atnounts 4ppropri- 
ated, [improve the occasion to say that in the pres- 
ent condition of the vessels of the Navy the amount 
included in the bill for ‘‘ steam-engineering ” is not 
adequate for the squadrons afloat, nor for.a Navy 
upon anything ‘approaching a respectable peace 
establishment. | 2 ' Z : 

In accordance with the oft-repeated views of Con- 
gress, expressed in various ways, and in conzequence 
of thereduced appropriations, theex penditures upon 
naval vessels have for the last two or three years 
been restricted to the actual amount necessary to 
keep a small number afloat. If vessels have not 
been needed for immediate use they were upon re- 
tarning from service laid up without repair. A large 
expenditure will be required—larger now than would 

ave been necessary had therepairs been made when 
the vessel went out of commission—but the funds 
were not provided. It is a wise and economical 
policy to repair vessels of the permanent Navy and 
put their machinery in order as they return from 
service, and a Government whose commercial intcr- 
ests are as extensive as those of the United States, 
and whose naval power is co often appealed to, 
should always have vessels in readiness for any 
emergency. If not required for immediate special 
service they will not long remain unused, but be 
needed to replace those which have been abroad for 
the usualterm. Such vessels as the Hartford, Lan- 
caster, Colorado, Wabash, Minnesota, Susquehanna, 

Wyoming, Wachgsett, Juniata, Brooklyn, and Mo- 


! 
it 
. Mr. Weelles’s statements were under the mark || 
‘rather than. exaggerated. ‘There was not a; 


nongahela, are in home. ports; but months will bq 
re red to fit any one of fhem for servico. | 7 b 
f those who succeed me are embarrassed for the 


want of vessels or menns it shall bethrough no fault 


dop these figuresto the end of the fiscal year, 
and suggests the same comparison. I collate 
from his figures the following exhibit : 


of mine, for it has been my endeavor that the wants 3 ae ‘ 
of the service and thé true interests of the country Table af expenditures in the first year of Grant's ad- 
should be faithfully presented to Congress. In my ear 1868 under Johns responding months for the 
annual reports, as well as in special communications á E SONNEON: 
of the Navy Department, and in this letter, my object 1868. Johnson. 
has been and is the welfare of the service. > March....... $2,772,172 63 
Tt is a satisfaction to know that the Department is || April “1,625,716 90 
not responsible for the perishing and nan-efficient || May . 1,752,054 50 M 
condition of our naval vessels which remain at the || June 2,725,609 72 J ZONI VS 
wharves unfitted and unrepaired for service. TE JY 2,335,143 24 July. 1,856,160 72 
Very respectfully © F 3 | August. ..... - 1,001,320 58 Angust. ...... 1,634,470 Gt 
: GIDEON WELLES, : September.. 2,268,885 08 September. 2,402,999 Gu 
oe ae Secretary Navy.. |’ October. o. S LEIT Y5 October....... 2,354,145 80 
` Won. Jaws W. Gries, United States Senator. iis ocak er ee = N vember; 1,059,018 1 
ee : pea i | e 1,22, ember. .. 23,107 
Mr. Welles, jugt before going out of office, ;! ` 1869. i eS 
declared that a large expenditure was entailed | January... 1,311,720 02 January... 1,761,787 85 
on his successor by the necessary repairs which |! February.... 164,513 40 Vebruary.... 1,860,513 76 
. hig means would not allow him to undertake. | Total «20,893,159 24 


eats «$22,760,359 90 = Total... 


The concurrent testimony of naval men is that | ; : 
In some remarks which I madeon the naval 
: deficiéney bill in February last, I showed that 
although no less than eighty vessels had been 
repaired at the navy-yards, against nearly no 
|i repairs made by Secretary Welles, and to effect 
i: these repairs the number of men at the navy- 
| yards had been twelve thousand, against five 
i: or six thousand under Mr. Welles, yet the 
i. books of the Treasury showed a decrease in 
ii the expenditures of the Department for the 


sound ship in the Navy. At home and abroad 
there was nothing but rottenness and ineft- 
ciency. The lives of the sailors were always 
periled and frequently. sacrificed in the per- 
formance of necessary.duty in ships that it was 
murder to keep at sea. More than this, the 
docks, wharves, buildinga, and other property 
at the navy-yards, the accumulations of years, 


I 
ji 


t 


were perishing for want of ordinary repairs and 
protection. Qur iron-clads were unhoused and 
unprotected, the machinery exposed to the 
storms, and being corroded with rust. On the 
3d of Febraary, 1869, Mr. Welleg called atten- 
tion again to this condition of things in 9 letter 
to Mr. F. A. Pike, chairman of the Naval Com- 


mittee of thé Hongo. Such then was the legacy | 


that the late Adminisfration bequeathed to the. 


4th of March, 1869. 
not repairing the Navy, was the want of money 
to apply to such purposes; and he stormed at 
Congress within a month before he went out 
ot attice because he could not.get the necessary 
unds. 
given him it would be diflicult accurately to 
determine. ‘The appropriations were certainly. 
inadequate, but the work accomplished was’ 
singularly small. Secretary Robeson’s repart 
of 1869 confirms Welles’s statements.of the 
perishing condition gf the Navy when he took 
charge of it. cae 


In this situation of the Navy; it was thought 


to be the best. eponamy. to do what could be 
done at once to put it in repair, not only be- 
cause the ships were required for immediate use, - 
but. because delay would increase the amount 
to he ultimately spent, and necessitate the 
maintestanea of expensive organizations with- 
out. adequate results. . Acting upon this prin» 
ciple the navy-yards were set in efficient oper- 
ation, and necessary. repairs. proceeded with 
rapidity. In less than & year many vessels 
were repaired and fitted for gea at the several 
navy-yards. That which Mr. Welles found im- 
possible to accomplish with greater means at 
his command, the present Administration suc: 
ceeded in effecting. Much remained to be 
done, and. much must be continually done to 
arrest decay and keep up efliciency; but the 
Navy was rescued from utter rottenness and 
put in a condition of considerable’ usefulness. 
In January last the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Burner] gave the figures of the 
first nine months’ administration of the Navy 
Department under President Grant, during 
which these great. repairs were effected, and 
the corresponding months of Johnson’s admin- 
istration, when Mr. Welles was ex pending noney 
and yet letting the Navy. rot at home and abroad. 
The comparison was a complete auswer to the 
reckless cliarges that were made against the 
Navy Departwent, and no one has ever tried to 
deny the figures, although the same loose gene- 
ralities have-since been indulged in. Lhe gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. WASHBURN ] brings 


\! 
t 


time, a8 ‘compared with the corresponding 
i period of 1868, of $3,521,822. The table which 
| Í have read shows these figures in detail, and 
| the same economy subsequently, and the fact 
| is still further illustrated in Secretary Robe- 
| son’s last annual report. 

What, then, becomes of the assaults made 
| against the Navy Department on ‘either side 
! of this Chamber? Those gentlemen who think 
! 


Mr. Welles’s excuse for : 


What he did with-the money that was | 


the Navy should rot. will. not commend the 

l efficient action of the Department in rescuing 

: our war ships from hastening decay. But even 

i they must admit that where $3,000,000 are - 
| saved in the expenditures, which put the Navy 

in a condition of efficiency over those con: 

sumed in watching its decay, there is an im- 

provement in administration. 


i.” he bill reported from the .Committee on 
| Appropriations is niggardly in many of its fea- 
i tures. . Itis entirely inadequate to the wants 


_ of the service; as' I proposetoshow. Although 


‘| reported from the Committee on Appropria- 
:| tiang, it is the especial production of the gen- 


‘ tleman who: reports it, in that ‘his suggestions 


t l |, have had controlling weight.’ {t-does not ex- 
by the new Navy Department 9p all accounts | 


| press the views of those of the cominittee who 
‘| think it bad economy to cripple an. important 
|; arm of the national defense ; and it does not, 
|! suit others who, like the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, }: think ‘almost. any 
appropriations made to the Navy are extrav-: 
|| agant. - 1 was not surprised to hear the gentle-- 
|| man from Massachusetts say the other day that 
i! he was opposed to the bill. I amalso opposed 
to it, bat-fur the opposite reason; and. shall 
i! endeavor, when the bill is read by sections, to: 


| have some of its features liberalized. 

1 The gentleman from Wisconsin, in bringing 
- forward the bil!, presented an array of figures 
ii which cannot be understood without more 
, Study than the time of members will ordinarily : 
permit. ‘Those who go for economy, without 
considering in what that economy consists, 
" will no doubt be pleased to hear that the naval 
li estimates are cut down $7, 956,431 38; the frac- 
j; tional part of a dollar, showing how very par- 
, ticular is the calculation of ‘the - naval . ser- 
‘vice. Members will naturally suppose, from 
i this nicety of calculation, that the gentleman 
| from Wisconsin is an expert in naval estimates, 
| or that the committee has taken the trouble to 
i! obtain from the heads of naval bureaus the in- 
i formation and recommendation to enable us 
{to so cut down naval appropriations. On the 
ii contrary, I do not think the gentleman brings 
| any pecaliay experience to bear on the subject, 
i and the views of the Navy Department are 
‘ entirely disregarded. Under this bill the Ad- 
ministration will be left in greater straits than 


i 
i 


il 
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was even that of Johnson, which fitted out but 
two ships during its last year, and left all the 
others to rot in the dock-yards. There was 
much incompetency and extravagance in na- 
val affairs as then administered, contrasting 
strongly with the management of the succeed- 
ing year. 

I again assert ihat the 
tion, on $3,500,000 less money than was’ ex- 
pended by the last Administration during the 
same months, has placed our Navy in- good. 


condition; has redeemed it from the disorgan-” 


ized condition in which it was left; has rebuilt, 
fitted out, and put in commission forty sound 
and well-equipped vessels, most of them with 


saved from destruction by decay some forty- 
five others, which could be got tō sea in case 
of necessity. It is only necessary for members 
to examine the results obtained, .and they will 


be satisfied that never has any Administra- 
tion expended the Government money more 


economically or more advantageously. 


But I desire to call attention to sSme of the. 
features of the pending bill.. The Bureau of . 
Construction asked for next year $7,975,000. . 
With this sum they proposed to finish certain’ 
ships, to repair others, to purchase timber and : 
other materials, and to pay mechanics... Far’. 
the year ending June 30, 1870, but $2,500,000... 


| with the gentleman, and am at loss to find the . 
He is certainly |: 
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Wisconsin says, the sum of $5,000,000 was 
spent last yearin the repair of ships, how can 
he expect the Department to get along with 
the small sum be would dole out, when he is 
told by the Secretary of the Navy that ships | 
must be launched from the stocks to get the , 


_ : good of them before they rot, and that ships | 
present Administra- 'j l 
li 


now partially decayed must be repaired before ` 
they are too far gone? 


Upon another point 1 find myself at issue | 


sources of his information. > f 
incorrect in saying that England is having her 


, work done at private yards to the exclusion of | 
! r |. Government yards. 
full sail-power; and it has also repaired and |: 


The example of England 
is good in this matter, for her long experience | 
has enabled her to know the best manner of. : 
employing labor for her navy. I have not’! 
been able to find in the discussion on the floor 


| of the House. of Commons anything said in ` 


. favor of doing away with labor in the English 
. navy-yarda or of building ships exclusively at 


- building twenty-four armored ships in their. 


had been appropriated, but there was an un- |: 
expended balance of $1,768,888 10.. These. 
amounts were soon used in the, necessary re- | 


pairs of ships lately sent to sea on foreign 
stations. 


ing used in ship-building. 
broke out we had a large supply of this timber 


and material on hand; and the policy of storing | 


In former years it was the custom. 
of Congress to appropriate annually a certain | 
amount forthe purchase and storing of timber | 
of all kinds, such as live-oak frames, knees, . 
&c., and for copper and iron bolts and-sheath- | 
When the rebellion, 


up timber, to be reserved for time of need, was, 


made apparent from the first day of the rebel- . 
We were cut off from the live-oak forests. 


lion. 
of Florida and from our timber lands generally 
in the South, and but for the sup 

we could not have commenced b 


crushing out the rebellion. But when the war 


closed most of this material was used up, and. 


there was no appropriation to buy more. The 
present Navy Department has no stores of 
timber and iron to draw from as heretofore. 
Everything has to be purchased anew. There 
is scarcely a stick of ive oak left in our navy- 
yards, f 


This condition of things should be taken’ 


into consideration in making the appropria- 
tion, The able report of the Secretary shows 


clearly the necessity of having more vessels. 
afloat; and yet the committee have cut off 
$2,100,000 for finishing five sloops-of: war on- 


the stocks. The constructor explained to 
members of the committee how much. more 
economical it was to finish ships partly built 
than to repair old ships, a policy that has been 


conformed to by all the oldest naval Powers. | 


With this item off, the gentleman from Wis- 


consin says that the reduced appropriation, , 
$3,530,000, is more by $1,030,000 than the 


current year. But this makes no account of 


from last year, of whieh there will be none at 
the end of this year. The amount in the bill. 
will not pay for the labor alone to keep in 
repair the ships in actual service ; it will not 
farnigh the material for immediate use, not to 
mention the provision of a store for the future. 
_ I condemn this unreasonable reduction at 
the moment when we need an efficient Navy 
to protect our citizens and commerce. Right 
at our doors, in Cuba, our consuls are fleeing 
for their lives; our ships are seized and our 
citizens imprisoned ; and yet the Administra- 
tion is denied the means of keeping a moder- 
ately respectable Navy to maintain the respect 
due fo our flag. If, as the geutleman, from, 


ly on hand : 
] i uilding the 
ships, many of which aided so materially in| 


‘| mensurate with our wants as a nava! Power. 


year. ‘| because our ships had no sails to help them 
unexpended balances and materials on, hand. 


private yards. - 3 
prevailed. In 1868 the English commenced 


dock-yards, employing 18,321 men, while they 
contracted at. outside establishments for but | 
two iron-clads, one frigate, and ten gun- boats. 
The end of 1869 showed an increase of me- 
chanics in dock-yards to 20,690 men, increas- | 
ing the civil éstablishment of the yards, while : 


In 1869.twenty-threeiron:clads were proceeded 


Certainly no such policy has . 


i there was no increase for contracts outside, || 
| to happen? 


-is given in the bill. 


appropriations for the burean are cut down 
largely—the item of labor at navy-yarda three 
fourths. ‘This bureau manufactures all the 

ordnance, takes it from and puts it on board 
ships, &c. ‘There is not a single item that can 
be dispensed with in the estimate of the chief 

of the bureau. ‘There are but six thousand 
barrels of gunpowder available in the powder 
magazines. ‘I'he small addition of five thou- 
sand barrels was asked, and but half the amount 
Perhaps it is hazardous 
to thus exhibit the poverty of our naval sup- 
plies to foreign Powers. The Department 
asked for a niter depot and a small appropri- 
ation to lay in niter and saltpeter for future 
contingencies. Allis refused. An appropri- 
ation for guns of large caliber, and for experi- 
ments, toenable us to keep pace with European 
Powers, is also refused; and cur naval ollicers 
are put in the position of stealing their knowl- 


. edge from English or French experiments if 


with in British navy-yards, with 15,292 mechan- |: 1 i 
. tardy release; they are insulting our flag and 


ies; and.though the Woolwich dock-yard was 
closed up by act of Parliament, the laborers 


out to starve in mid-winter, as is sometimes 


i donehere, The present policy of Great Britain . 


is to build twenty thousand tons of naval ves- 
sels per year; but only four thousand tons of 
this ig.put out at contract. The amount of 
tonnage now.being built in dock-yards under 


1867, 1868, 1869, and 1870. 
steady labor alone during these years was an | 
average of $16,785,000, more than the whole . 
amount granted for all purposes for our entire 

Navy by this bill. If the gentleman appeals to . 
British experience, let him take it as a guide, ; 
and advocate a system of steady labor com- 


killing our citizens. 
were transported to other yards, and not turned -` 


they. can, instead of availing themselves of the 
undoubted superiority of American ingenuity. 

A large slice is cut off from the Bureau of 
Equipment and Recruiting on the alleged 
ground that there is a saving of coal as the 
Navy is at present managed. The reason is 
not as extensive as the reduction, and there is 
nothing left for contingencies. What would 
the Secretary of the Navy do if a difficulty 
should suddenly spring up between this coun- 
try and Spain, which is at any moment likely 
The Spaniards are seizing our 
vessels, and neglect to make reparation after 


There must some time 
be an end to our forbearance; and I think it 


: unwise for a Republican Congress to tie the 


hands of the Executive by leaving him without 
the means to repel an insult to our flag or 
redress a wrong inflicted on our citizens. The 


‘amount estimated by the Bureau of Equip- 
` meut was not enough in the beginning, and I. 
this new rule is more than we built ‘in the years |: 


The amount for. 


: alent to laying up the Navy,- 


His information is all wrong; and he seems to |’ 


have no system whatever, unless it is to let the . 
Navy goto degay. +... ; ie 4 | 

. { call the-attention of the gentleman to the | 
amount proposed to be given to the depart- . 
ment.of steam engineering, which he says is ' 
$750,000. less than the estimates. On what ` 
intelligent ground does he. propose.to cut down 
those estimates? He says they are $350,000 
more than last year, but that makes no account 
of the unexpended balance and stores on hand, 
which will not exist at the end of this year, so 
that the steam department. will have to exist | 
on the exact appropriation that Congress gives | 


them, and nothing more. I think he must know | 


that last year’s appropriation did not suffice to ; 
put our naval steam machinery in repair. It 
had all run down, the life had been run out of 
it by steaming from one coal pile to.another, 


along. .That has been remedied now, and the 
expense will be less in the futare; but there 
are yet many vessels left whose. machinery 
requires entire repair, and the vessels can be | 
of no use until that repair takes place. . The 
longer the. delay in putting them ia the hands | 
of mechanics the worse for them. The chief | 
of the bureau did not estimate even for the 
five sloops-of-war on the stocks, which will 
require for their machinery at least $250,000. | 

The gentleman from Wisconsin says that the 
amount proposed for the ordnance department 
is $123,000 more than last year. This is true, 
because it includes an expenditure for ten fif- 
teen-inch guns for the Colossus and experi- | 


am certain it will fail in the performance of 
its duties for want of meansif the plan of the. 
gentleman from Wisconsin is carried out. The 
same misnamed economy is shown in cutting 
down the contingent of yards and docks from 
$1,091,000 to $800,000, without a reason given; 
a reduction, taken in connection with the re- 
duction in the Ordnance Bureau, that is equiv- 
for it cripples it 

in a most essential part. — 
The Nayy Department sent in estimates for 
an increase of twenty-five hundred men in the 


: Navy, which would still have left us with fewer 


ments for the torpedo corps. But the regular 


seamen. than the fifth-rate naval Powers of 
Europe, and. the committee refused to allow 
them, It then asked for fifteen hundred men 
to send and keep its ships at sea, and this was 
also refused. . Ag 

Over a million dollars has been cut of from 


'| the estimates for pay of the Navy; and this 
' calculation has been made with the intention 


of not only not allowing further seamen, but 
to cut off the thirty-three per cent. allowed 
by Welles’s order. I am fully prepared to 
say that that order was warranted by the law, 
and without that allowance the pay of our 


| naval officers is beggarly and unworthy of the 


nation. Oar naval officers have always been 
paid less than those of the Army; and dur: 
ing the. Jate war, when everything was high 
aud greenbacks were depreciated, they could 
scarcely support their families while away 
from home fighting for their country. It isas 


|, much as they can do at present to live. When 


they go abroad they: have two mess bills to 
pay, one on ship-board and one-on shore, and 
what ts left is spent in. returning the courtesies 
of foreign officers. The latter are allowed so 
much a year for entertainments; while our offi- 
cers are allowed nothing. When Admiral 
Farragat was abroad he spent $30,000 of his 
private means to return civilities that were. 
extended to theUnited States flag as mach as 
they were to him personally. Every admiral 
le met was allowed $775'a mouth, besides 
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his pay (larger than the admiral’s) with which 
` to pay Carei The order of yale es Welles 
was acquiesced in by Congress, and regular 
specific appropriations on estimates made 
under it, showing that it was intended by those 


. who effected the repeal of the second section | 


of the act of March 3, 1835, and by succeeding 
Congresses, that it should somewhat equalize 
the pay of the officers of the Navy with that of 
the Army; which, however, it does not do by a 
great deal, This fact of congressional action 
answers the assertion of the gentleman from 


Ohio [Mr. Morgan] that it was in defiance | 
The Army has always received ` 
greater pay than the Navy, although its officers | 


of Congress. 


are most of the time home with their families 


and have but one mess bill to pay. Ifthe per- © 
centage is cut off, the Navy. should at once be | 


put on a footing with the Army.. Jf this is not 


done the whole service will be deranged, and | 
the best officers will endeavor to find another | 


field in which they can at least find a respectable 
subsistence. I presume there is no intention 
to do injustice in this matter. I do not believe 


for revenge ona few. 


I pass from the details.of this bill to the | 


theory of it, is explained by the gentleman who 
reports it. With all deference to my friend, 
it seems to me his ideas are very crude, and 
display a limited knowledge of the subject. 
While he would let naval vessels rot on the 
stocks he wishes to use the money to promote 
a policy that more properly belongs to com- 
merce, namely, building ocean mail steam- 
ships that can be converted into vessels of war 
in case we should ever be involved in hostilities. 
While it may be well to promote the interests 
of commerce, the money to maintain a decent 
Navy honit not be taken for such a purpose. 
England subsidizes steamers to carry its mails, 
but it does not neglect its navy to do it. We 
cannot wait until a war breaks out to utilize 
steamships, and go without a Navy in the mean 
time. We must have something on which to 


hoist our flag in foreign ports, and make a show || 


of force, though it may be of an inferior kind. 
Our flag carries a moral force with it, though 
it may be hoisted on a tug, This must be so, 
or we should have long since been ridden over 
by nations weaker than ourselves, but provided 
with a more powerful navy. I admit much 
that has been said about the insufficiency of 
our naval ships; but that is only a stronger 
reason why we should give every dollar that is 
asked to build up our Navy on correct prin- 
ciples—not on the principles of ocean steam 
service. The ocean steamers of the mercantile 
marine, if we get them, we will use in case of 
necessity as adjuncts, with which we will play 
the same game on English commerce which 
the gentleman from Wisconsin supposes that 
the English will play on us in case of war. 

But the question is not now of a mercantile 
marine; it is whether we shall save the ships 
now lying at the docks, or resting on the stocks, 
liable to decay. Some of them, it is true, are 
not fit for naval purposes in their present con- 
dition, but it has been found that a majority 
of them can be converted into useful vessels. 
The day of wooden ships as naval cruisers is 
vot over. Iron ships may be preferable for 
the mercantile marine, but it is cheaper to 
build wooden cruisers, if not heavy fighting 
ships, for the Navy. The ships now on the 
stocks and required to be launched are a good 
class of vessels, and can be adapted to the 
uew principles by which ships that have here- 
tofore been considered of little value have 
been made useful to the Navy. The Secretary 
does not ask that a large amount be appropri- 
ated to finish useless ships, but does desire to 
get enough money to launch vessels of fine 
model that can be made immediately service- 
able while the gentleman from Wisconsin is 
considering the future policy of the Govern- 


ment. Ju. no country in the world do legis- 
lators undertake the duty of planning and 
building naval vessels. That is left to naval 
officers, constructors, and engineers, who keep 
pace with the improvements in ship-building, 
ordnance, and steam machinery. I agree with 
' the gentleman that we should not rely on the 
| vessels we now possess for future emergencies, 
but should give the Navy Department the 
oo of placing the service in a proper con- 
ition. 


greater than before the war. Before the rebel- 
lion almost every vessel that we hadin the Navy 
' was a good one of its kind. We had some very 
heavy ships, and our steam frigates were supe- 
rior to those of every other nation. The fight 
: of the Monitor and Merrimac was the death- 
blow to the wooden navy of Great Britain, and 
in a measure depreciated our own. Many of 


‘ by the rebels. A number were otherwise de- 


When the war ended many useless vessels were 


ber of serviceable vessels is very small. Our 
: go iuto service. Thirty-three of them are small 
' gteam-tugs, used only about navy-yards ‘and in 
i| harbor duty, and carry no guns. Twenty-four 


|| but were condemned as soon as built, as they 
: would not float with their guns mounted. 
i Some of them would not bear their turrets. 
|| Eighteen are wooden vessels, some condemned 
i and used as receiving-ships, others as store- 
ships and school-ships. Fifteen are paddle- 
wheel steamers, some of which are used up 


sold out of the Navy. Some ten other iron- 
clads have been so used up in battle and are 
so out of repair that they will soon be sold for 
old iron. Three vessels of the Wampanoag 
class will never be worth anything, no monéy 
will ever be spent on them, and they will be 
sold to the highest bidder. 
| appears, one hundred and three vessels on the 

avy list—hulks, tugs, store-ships, and school- 
ships—without guns and not available for war 
war vessels. Of these eighty-two serviceable 
aud four iron-clads in commission; the rest 
are under repair or laid up. It is for these latter 
that money 1s required in the department of 
construction, to enable relief-ships to be sent 


vessels now in commission. 

The policy of encouraging the building of 
ocean steamers is recognized on all sides; but 
it is not the policy of any Government to rely 
on them altogether. We have no such swift 
steamers as those of the Cunard line; neither 


ably hope to beat the vessels that have here- 
tofore composed our Navy, we shall have to 
be content with making that improvement 
without going further. Ships with heavy guns 
and masts cannot compete in speed with swift 
merchant steamers lightly rigged ; neither can 
light merchant steamers bear the shock of 
heavy guns. z 

Before concluding I wish to allude to another 
matter, which, perhaps, ought not to have been 
lugged into thisdebate. I allude to the unjust 
and unwarrantable strictures that have been ut- 
tered in regard to Vice Admiral Porter by the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] and the 


entleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. WASHBURN. ] 
The latter gentleman admits the reforms that 
have been introduced into the Navy, and praises 
the economy that has characterized its recent 
administration; but he accompanies his ad- 
missions with remarks that sound strangely in 
the mouth of a Republican member against the 
officer who has done much to aid in the reforms 

in question. i 
I am not surprised at the tirade of the gen- 


8543 


tleman from New York [Mr. Cox] against an 
officer who did so much in the Navy to prevent 
the fulfillment of his prophecies that the Re- 
public was hopelessly divided; but it was rea- 
i sonable to expect that the gentleman from 
| Wisconsin would do justice to a gallant naval 
i officer, and a promoter of the economy in the 
i Navy which he praises. Perhaps his allusion 
| to Vice Admiral Porter should have more than 
_& passing notice from the semi-oflicial charac- 


The gentleman from Wisconsin is mistaken ` 
when he says that the number of vessels is . 


‘our best ships were burned at their anchors . 


| stroyed, and some were changed intoiron-clads. , 
there is a voter in the country that would have © 
our naval officers meanly paid. The country | 
certainly will not sanction any policy that is 
dictated by personal prejudice, and injures all - 


sold out of the Navy, and now the actual num- | 


Navy list is filled with vessels that will never ; 


ii are vessels originally intended as monitors, « 


and laid upin ordinary; they will probably be ' 


Thus we have, it - 


purposes, leaving but eighty-two serviceable | 


war vessels we have thirty-five wooden vessels : 


out when the three years’ cruising is up of the |j 


has any other navy; and while we may reason- || 


‘ter of the utterance. If Secretary Welles had 
availed himself of the advice of such an auxil- 
iary the complaint of the gentleman from Wis- 
consin, that our Navy does not contain the 
kind of ships that it should, considering the 
amount of money that has been expended on 
it during the last eight years, would have less 
foundation. I admit that the close of the war 
should have found us in possegsion of one of 
the most eflicient navies in the world. 

Of course, the fact that we have not all the 
ships we should have is not the fault of the 
present Navy Department, which, when it came 
into office, found not one vessel that could be 
sent to sea. Why was this? It was because 
Secretary Welles, with his eight years of naval 
experience, knew no more of the service when 
he left than when he went into the Depart- 
ment. When his First Assistant Secretary, who 
‘had been partially educated in the Navy, left 
him he depended on a civilian as Assistant 
Secretary who knew nothing practically of 
| naval affairs. The naval element in the Depart- 
ment was altogether ignored, and the whole 
machine fell into disorder. It would have 
finally gone to ruin if Welles and his party 
had not left it. The Navy was at a low cbb 
i when Welles did leave it, and could only be 

resuscitated by some expert. The President 
employed one who had been connected with 
.. every department of the service for many years, 
i always $n active duty, in command of our 
| largest fleets during the war, and who knew 
all the defects and wants of the Navy, and 
could take hold at once and aid the Secretary 
in setting the establishment in order. The 
very officer of whom the gentleman from 
Wisconsin speaks so ungenerously has given 
his whole time to assist the Secretary of the 
| Navy, himself an able and thorough officer, in 
bringing about the reforms of which our Navy 
stands so thuch in need; and never before in 
the history of the Navy has there been so much 
efficiency, system, economy, and responsibility 
` as at the present time. The gentleman from 
: Wisconsin admits this, while he alludes to the 
| officer in question as ‘‘an irresponsible party 
who stands between the Secretary atid the 
| bureaus.” No man is irresponsible who is 
assigned: to a position by order of the Presi- 
| dent, who has ample authority for employing 
a naval officer in any naval capacity. ‘The 
|| aspersion strikes the President as much as it 
i! does the Vice Admiral. 

The result of the President’s order assigning 
a naval officer to assist the Secretary of the 
|| Navy has been the evolving of order from con- 
fusion, the introduction of a proper working 
of all parts of the machine, and at this very 
moment, with all the ships that are afloat and 
being put in order, the Navy is carried on at 
one half the expense incurred in the last year 
of the late Administration. Ships that have 
been considered worthless have by a proper 
application of steam and sail power to their 
hulls been made efficient as regards their steam- 
ing and sailing quulities, lt was not in the 
powerof man to improve the carrying capacity 
of these vessels, and therefore their batteries 
remain of few guns. Some of those’fine old 
frigates, which were wont to be our pride, were 
found to be going to pieces. These have been 
taken in hand and refitted. Our ships are again 
getting to be what they were once, the pride 
of the ocean, and can go where they please 
without the aid of steam, reserving their coal 
until times of necessity. I should not have 
thought it necessary to say so mach in vindica- 
tion of the officer whose energy and profes- 
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sional skill have done so much to build up 4 
Navy to prote¢t ‘our citizerls and’ commerce 
had not the gentleman who' reported this bill 
assailed him while claiming credit for the Ad: 
ministration for the reforms which he has 
aided so much to effect. a 

To show the difference between the British 


House of Commons and ourselves, let mo call ` 


attention to a recent scend‘in that body. On | 


the Ist of March Inst Mr. Childers, the first — 


lord of the admiralty, arose on the floor and 
„opened his budget. Fle asked for £10,000,000 
sterling, equal to $60,000,000 of our currency 


at that time. He asked for sixty-one thou: — 


sand seamen and marines, eighteen thousand 
men in dock-yards, fifty iron-elads to bè kept 
in commission, and one hundred and sixty- 
one wooden’ steam frigates and corvettes, 


and all the troop ships, to be Rept in commis- | 


sion in reserve. Fhe request was based on |; 


naval estimates, and was granted with scare¢ly 
a dissenting voice. ‘Mr. Childers made ‘one 
pertinent remark, which was received with 
cheers. ` He said: j Gi een 


“With respect to tho Dnited States, I have Alittle r 


to add to what L said before. `'Fhey have no sèa- 
going armored Navy. Istated last year that they had 
a considerablo fleat- of cruising vessels, though great 
doubt was entertained asto thetr actual value.’ 


These remarks are suggestive, and we should : 


profit by them. 
our Navy cannot be put on a respectable foot- 


Gentlemen may be surè that | 


ing without expenditures ; and this Dili but r 


adds to its inefficiency. 
Mr. Chairman, I protest a 
economy which cripples the national defenses 


and keeps a legion of officers in’ pay without ‘i 
the means of useful employment. We need i 


not think our acts: in’ tis connection escape . 


public notice arid cenSure. Our refusal in the | 
winter to allow the Navy Department to devote | 
the $4,000,000 needed forthe repair of national ‘| 


vessels, and which it did not weed fpr other 
naval objects to which it Kad been appropri- 
ated, was the occasion of severe and just erit. 
icismi by the indépendent préss. Iwill close 
by reading an article from the New Yotk Her: 
ald, published ‘at that time, making sugges- 
tions which have not lost their force when 
applied to the bill under consideration: 
“Our Navy 
son with the British aid French Navics<-When the 
presenfadministration of the Navy Departnient came 


inte power ity had but a small: allowance of funds 
and a large allowance of Secretary Welles’s debts to 


work onthe rbitén old hulks tlt incaniberet the 
navy-yards, and, by fitting in a timber here: and a 


timber there, had inthecourse of ninemonths thirty- ; 


cight vessels fitted for sea. These, however, are not 
enough to relièvd'tho rotten hulks in foreign waters, 
evince of which had to be ‘sold abrodd. because the 
commanders~in-chief dared not sond them home 
When the appropriation was exhausted the’ Navy 


Department stopper wo¥k in the Barésus of Gon- |: 


>; ig it Extravaganily Managed? Compari- ' 


struetion ang- Bteanr Engingering, -dntermined to | 
y 


expénd no money not authorized:-by law. Then, by 
a ctose calculation, cutting down in ong burena tnd 
prritig down in another, it cofectedof its sirr fonds 
appropriated by Congress 34,000,600, which it simply 
asked pf Congress permission tg use to continue the 
work of resurrection: "7° O 07 we 
One day's investigation into this matter was suf- 
ficientto haye made members of Congress acahainted 
with the true staje of the ease, Lt zas not an appro~ 
priation that the Secretary asked for, but i transfer 
trum one bureau'to another of ‘money: already in 
possession of tho- Deparimbnt, hpyrppriate by Gort 
gress for naval purposes. The wholg 
ever, béen so muddied and inisrepresentéd by thosd 
he HN are i mae matter aa the committees, 
t it has led: to jhe projet of gwepping fe whole 
$4,000,000 into the Treasury and ieifing 18 pee 
whistle for its money. One’mgenious mmthematician 
in the: House: Committee on Appropriations took 
oecasion in-the conforenoe commities. to state that 
‘our Navy is the most extr: \peane in the world, 
while the British navy is the’ most economical,’ thus 
showing that it would require ‘a large ‘book to- eon- 
pain.ail not known..on.the: snbjects - Ho went onto 
inform the comimittce that the total amount appro- 
prinféd-{or the British navy was but £3,060,000'ster- 
ling per aunnm, which assertion so startled hig follow- 
wembers. that-they dropped the discussion, to give 
ch oiher time to obtain fartherinformation on the 
subbect, 07 ile ` : Pe? ES 
"Now, for the enlightenment of the żid commit- 
tev, we beg leave opiate the facts in the case, whie 
ure copied from the British navy cetimates for 1809, 
aod avhi¢h isan average estimate for preceding years, 
afew thoosand dollars were or less. We find in the 
estimates referred to the following net amounts ap- 
rraphiated Tór the British navy, after deducting esti- 


en 


thing ‘has, how- | 


against that false ' 


, resumed its session, (Mr. Exppipce ip the 


allowa i ; » the bill (H. R. No. 1583), making appropria- 
pay; but it put forth all its energies, set’ mén. to |: tions for the naval service for the year ending 


80th June, 1871., 


mated extra recent and repayments to be paid into 
theexchequer. These amounts foot ttp'S10,233,990 
At five | olara the pound sterling this amounts to, in 
gold, $ 194,950. - This in currency 

940. ow, by the same authority, we know that 


Therefore, the same number of war vessels that are | 
Kentin commission by tho British Government would 


yar of $102,847,880 im favor of our establishment. : 


“Tn 1853 Bogland had in commissionone handeed 


- The: hour of kalf past four o'clock haying 
arrived; thé: Comnmitiéeof the Whole on thé | 


stato of the Union, purstant’ to the order’ of || 


H half 


ey ome 


the Honse, took a recess ti past ‘seven 
arelogki cr Sree oe ToT PARS 


N 


P 
ý 4 


ET > = 
>o RVENENG SESSION. 
Ab haf past seven o’clogk p, m. the Gom- | 
mittes of thé Whale on the state of the Unjon 


chair, ) and proceedeéll with the consideration of 


Mr, ARCHER. Mr, Chairman, my object ` 
in addressing thé eoOmmittee is to Correct as | 


far as Tam able many errors in tlie statements | 


! was made in “spite of law.” 
_thade by ex-Secretary Welles, 


‘| Navy,’ 


made by the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. i; 


Wasgury] ina speechiwhich he delivered upon | 
reporting this Dill, ad Listened thereto in | 


; à mere partisan spirit, without regarding the | 
| welfare wind prosperity of the country, J should į 


have rejoiced’ to Near an attack trom a gen: 
leian standing so’ prominent in. the Repub- | 


licaiiparty, upon one of the executive branches i 


of the Government. Had I been actuated by | 


that feeling I should haye taken pleasure in, | 
seéing just such y bill ás this introduced and ` 


passed by the Republican party; a bill which, 
if passed, will work incalculable injustice to the 
officérs Of ‘our ‘ridic l 
flag ‘abroad, and leave both our commerce and 
pur citizens-at the mercy of almost évery for- 
éign' Power. [egret the close economy of the 
bill, and the effect which the speéch of the gen- 
tlémai will have iù strengthening a prejadice 


already existing agaitist, our Navy.. That pre- |; 


juđite néeded“ho-picrease by adenunciatary | 
speech from one go high in the public estima- 


tio ag the gentleman from, Wisconsin. In |; 
times Of war thè Army and Navy are idolized. |: 


When peacé and taxation follow the reaction 
éommences. It should be the daty of legis- | 
lators to stein the tide of this reaction, so that 
the old landmarks might be justly and quietly 
réstored. oF eqns ce k 
‘ The first reduction proposed by. this bill 
from the estimates of the Navy Department i 


May 49, 


is based upon an allowance which is made to 
officers under á regulation of the Department 
which’ was passed in 1866, which the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasubcry] atd the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Morcay] assert 
That order was 
and was in strict 
accordance with law, as I think I shall beable 


i; to prove to the satisfaction of any reasonable 


mind.. 

I hold in my hand the “Red Book of the 
published by authority of the Secre- 

tary of the Navy in the year 1882, and I'there 

find, on page 22, as follows: _ ai i 
Allowances to oficers attached to yards. 


Tho following allowances aro made to officers at- 
tached to the navy-yardsat Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire; Charlestown, Massachusetts; Brooklyn, New 
York; Phitadeiphia, Pennsylvania, ‘snd Gosport, 
Virginia. (Regulation, Ith January, 1821.) 

To captain commanding, twenty-eightcords wood; 
sixty-five dollars per annum for candles, Xe. ; threo 
servants, at eight dolkirs per month. : , 

To master comutiundant, twenty cords wood ; forty 
dollars per annum for candles, &e.; two servants, at 
cight dollars per pronth; $300 house rent. 

fo surgeon, twenty cords wood; twenty dollars per 
annum for candles, &c.; one servant, at six dollars 


| per month; $145 house rent. 


T'o sailing master, twelve cords wood; twenty qol- 
lars per annum for candles, &e.; oneservant, ateight 
dollars per month ; $200 house rent. . l 

To boatswain, nine cords wood; twelve dollars por 
annum for candles, &c.; one servant, at six dollars 
per month; ninety dollars houso rent. - : 

fo gunner, nine cords wood; twelvo dollars per 
annum for candles, &c.; one servant, at six dollars 
per month; ninety dollars house rent. 

And so on for thirteen pages more, allow- 
ance after allowance. E 
- Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I stated 
in my speech that allowances were made prior 
to 1835; but [also stated that there was no law 
authorizing sych allowances. If the gentleman 
can show me any such lawI shall be obliged to 
him. , l l Ser, 

Mr. ARCHER. That is exactly what I 
expect fo'do in.the course of my remarks. 
~ I have been assured by a venerable officer in 
the "Navy that thgse allowayces regched in 
some instances in amount fully. equal to the 
annual pay of the ghee Order No. 75, was 

passed to prevent this excess of allowance. 
Lhe quéstion then arises, were these allowances 
a M e t e a gt ey, epa PEREA ria 97 

legal-ag that time? Phe act of February 25, 
1749, allowed officers: from four, to “sixteen 
rations per. day, according fo yank. By the 
second ‘section of the act of Aprl 18, 1814, 


the President was authorized to add twenty-five 


| per cent. to tie pay of all officers, seamep, and 


marines engaged in any service the hards hip or 
disadvantages of which shall, in his judgment, 
render such addition necqssary Besides these 
statutes was the usage Re Navy fromthe time 
of the foundation of the, Government tp the 
year 1835, and appropriation. hill afier appro- 
priation bill recognized these wages and estab: 
lished eyen without the acts of 1790 and T814, 
as clear a common law as.was ever handed 
down to us from the English Government. It 
isnot for ime to speak here ot the veneration 
the American people haye for the common 
law. ” It is sufliciont to say that the organic law 
of almost every State recognizes its validify. _ 
” Thuis’ matters’ stood, Mr. Chairman,’ until 


i | 1935, when it was thought advisable by our 
avy, bring ridicule upon our |: | fix as ain fi I 
f l: in the service of thé Republic attached to the 


legislators ta fix a sum Certain for each person 


: Navy. That act repéaled all allowances and 
: gave fixed salaries, But slight changes were 


made from that time yntil just prior to the 


‘war, when Congress passed the act of 1860, 


| 
| 


uP 


iy 


when the’ pay was fixed by Congress, as those 
who voted for the bill contended, at the miu- 


‘imum rate for the respectablé’support of the 


officers of the different grades. ` It was intended 
that they should properly represent the nation 
in society at home ead abroad, and when abroad 
at least leave a fair competence for the support 
of their wives and children. The frequent 
change of home, the absolute necessity of re- 
ciprocating the courtesy of foreign officials to 
revent the bringiug our flag and our country 
into disgrace, was eonsidered by our Congress, 


EHE, CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


3545 


py fs gecordance with those 
RA: ai 


andthe pay Gged. in pccordance with tho 
tiews: = An ` EdglisK reat Admiral recéives 
$11,000 salary, and between five and six thou- 


sand dollars additional for table money. None : 
except the very smallest Powers of the world ; 


‘pay their nayal officers sg ¢mall_an amount as 


ourselves, and yet we wisl them when abroad 
to impress foreigners With the idea that. they ` 
are the representatives of the *‘ Rrest nation.” .. 
agtuated our law- | 
Act of 1860, which | 


Such was te feeling whieh 
givers when they passed ttië 


established a hew pay-roll. Without enumer- 


ating the salari¢s ofall the officers, I take those | 


of the line, which are the first in the law, ond 
which will be found about an average of thé 
pay-roll adopted: by that act.” From this the 
members of the House will see how the ‘pay 


stood on the first of January, 1861, before the : 


war Commented. Phe tabilar statement is as 
follows: oc hor a ah ee 
One senior fag ofiicer, salary. 
"3 captains, salaries when” 


SQUAATONS. seashore cadens 3000 
All other captains at sen..:, Dix 
11d commanders with pay. 
years’ SUIT IC Cosse cese EEEE EAN 3,15 
Comthatiders for full five years... Seeerei -2,825 | 
221 lieutenants, after’ thirteen years’ sea ser- |> | 

ViCCrencgese vessedetlancenespesseseteneassereseereranssessaseseres Oye) 
After cleven years’ sea service.. ie -2.100 
Aftér nine years’ sea service ..... 1,900 
Aiter soven yedi: sey service... e 1700 |: 
AL otlicrs af s¢a,.. me. sashes conacevsveas TREET AEE 500 


| af jndescribable hardships and risks of health, 
i when the currency of the country was only 
worth from about one third to one half its 
nominal value, and when every necessary of 
life for themselves and families were bringing 
fabulous prices. It will be observed that the 


seventy-eight to that of rear admirals carried 


had their pay reduced from $4,200 to $4,000 
© per annum, at sea, thirty-six of the remaining 


| $3,500 per annum, and the whole number of 
captains was reduced from seventy-eight to 
. sixty-three, or 9 total reduction of nearly one 
' fifth.” “OF the one hupdred and twelve com- 


92,800 per annum. 


a 
` was $2,250 and lowest $1,509, were fixed A 


- pniform. pay of $1,875 per anùum. 


The reduction in the pay of captains galled 


: commodores and of those captains who re- 


‘These officers ‘at that time were drawing » 


from the ‘Treasury undér the act of 1860 as 
follows i: e Pa EE 
Of the T8 captains eigh 
_ rons or Under Orders a8 rebigts..: ca... 
The remaining 70, if af sea, at $4,200 per 


S VOU N E E E N 294,009 ` 
Orřthe 114 commanders 112 were entitled at : 
| pen to $3,100 per Antu M.. seriesas. 392,800 
a eee ; . 686,800 
The remaining 2 conmimanders at $2,825 per ae 
‘aybum’.. f i : : a 5,650 
Qfheuten 
“annum... 30,600 
197 Heater ` r- 
A pi $250 por gnnury.....; ever: 443,250 
5 Jientenants of eleven years’ sea service, 
wy £2,760 per annum. PAER SES SEVI R 73,500 
dž lieatenants’ of hind. years” service, at ht 
$1,900 DOR BORIM.. o diim i doostee isene bessesee OA 79,800 { 
Blieutengants of sgyen years’ seryiceatsea, 
ot $1,709 per ANNUI 3.5 eececeiecledesteetesese 89,100 
l2tieatenants less than’ seven years’ sea Mau 
service, at $1,500 per aNhuM..... cscs 18,000 
Potal-pay officers of the line on the active ' ` 
‘Hstdanwary t, 1861200 cs $1,876,700 


Now, ‘the: gentiemaa: ftom; Wisconsin [Mr. 


t werc in command ofsquad- ` eio. 3 ; e 
vhs E ate “10,000 . received ina measure compensated for this; 


`; that relief, however, extended only toa few, the | 
other officers occupying equally responsible | 


"i tained the same title, jn the one case of $200 


and in the other of $700 per year, and of the 


| Commanders from $3,150 to $2,800, wasa great ' 
hardship and caused much pecuniary distress | 


_ to the greater part of them. Iew.of these have 


yet recovered from the embarrassment this ` 


caused. It may be said that the prize-money 


with it no increase of pay; while eighteen of | 
the same, captains called comnjodores had | 


captains had their pay reduced from $4,200 to | 


: positions receiving nothing from that source. || 


: When this reduction in pay took placa it was | 


© enormous taxation. 


WASHBURN | sdid that’ not only’ wads the pay of | 


the office 


grades in the uaval setyice as follows: -nine 


of the Navy! increased in 1860, but : 
again in 1862; now inthis latter statement the | 
gentleman who is usually so'accufateé is clearly | 


wrong.: ‘The.act of July 1G, 1862, established ' Tg wag thus tliat matters stood when the Stat.. 


rear admirals, to-rank with major generals of | utes-at-Laxge, volume fourteen, page 88, state . 
the Atay; sighteen commodorts, td rank with . that section of the naval appropriation bill,. 
brigadier genérals of the Army ; thirty-six cep- ` which passed April 17, 1866, enacted the fol- 


tains, to rank with colonels of the Army ; sey- 


enty-twa commanders, to.rank-with lieutenant: |: 


colonels of the Army ; qie-hundred. and forty- 
four lieutenant dommatderta, to rank: with 


majors of the Army} one hundred and: forty- « 


four lieutenants, to‘rank. with captains: ofthe 
Army. o E E ee” Me 


Now, although these new offices were cre- ; 


ated, yet we find the pay‘of all these officers 


under that aet was less than under the act of - 


1860, aa the following table shows: 


9 rear admirals, ‘at $5,000....cccceccseceene $45,000 
}8commedores, at $4,009 . + ¥4,000 
36 captains, at $5,500.:..... 126,00) 


72 commanders, at £2,800... 


144 licutenant commanders, at $2,310. 336,960 
14 lieutenanta, at $1,875...0..... A h Diana 270,003 
Total pay wnder get of 1802... sees SL 051, 500 


Making reduction tg. the amount of $225,140 J 


per annum, instead of an increase, vs stated by 


: ` Navy of the United States!" approved 


l; benefit that others have in regar 


i ment to carry on the war, and that they were 
: told that the increase of rank must be regarded 


näs a compensation, or, in other words, that 


they must be content to live on one fifth less 


in currency than they had previously received | 


in gold without taxation. I do not think that 


the officers of the Navy are mercenary, nor are ` 
they oblivious-or indifferent tothe fact that the : 


are burdened by an 
hey pay their five per 
Bey yaho the 

to house tent, 
repairs, &c., and at one time during the war 


people of the Nigga 


Gent. by adeduction from their 


: had eight per cént-,and at another time ten per | 
cent. deducted from their pay. The eight per | 


cent. wag all paid at one time, although if was i; law whic 2. , ¢ 
È as |. rent of quarters or to pay rènt for ‘furniture, or for 


a levy for two years, and the ten per cent. was 
paid at asother time fortwo other years, the 
law having been made retroactive in its effect. 


lewipg: o. AEE ges, he syst te goat 
^ dad ba at further engcied, That, so much of the sec- 
ond section of xn act entitled ‘An ‘act to regulate. 
tho pay of the Navy of the United States,’ approved 
Mareh 8r $545, as prohikits any allowance to any 
: officer in’ the nav. C f e 
furniture, of for lights, or futi, or transporting bag- 
- gage, and all acts and parts of acts authorizing the 
- appointment 
. hereby, repealed.’ f 
. So stands the. law, if the Statuies-af- Large 
are to be taken as evidence ;. but'the Congres- 


: sional Globe’states, on page 1448, volume fifty- 
_ seven, that Senator Grimes offered ag amend- ; 
; mént No,-11 to. House bill No. 122 (being the | 


i; naval appropriatian pill) the following words : 
© De it further enacted, &c., That the second section 


of an act catitled’* An agt to regulate the pay of the | 


ved March 3, 1835, 
- and all aets or parts of atts ‘authorizing the appoint- 

ment Gy avy. agents, be, and the game are hereby, 
: repealed.” j g er is 


Which words were 


the gentleman from. Wisconsin. ‘Chis heavy || tothe bill. The bill -was passed by the Sen- 
reduction was made in ihe pay of those officers |, ate, came back to the Hange, and the Hoyse re- 


of the line who alone from their age and ex- 
perience in the service -had to be relied upon 
tp take charge of and fight the vessels. of the 
Navy in the midst of a most sanguinary wap, 


| known as No. 11. Conference committees were 
then appointed. Qn the part of the Senate 


1 service for pent of quartersor for '! | 
ite t s ‘. of midshipmen and'mates, the alfowance hereby 


of Navy agents, be, and the same pre ; 


4l 


adapted ag an amendment 


i| fused to concur in. several amendments, among. 
which was the amendment, of Mr.. Grimes, | 


* BURN 
fith.. OF t ad tye i- i; the 

manders but seventy-two were retained at a, fe 
reduced rale of pay, namely, fram $3,150 to ` 
1. The lieutenants com- ` 
> Manders were increased from twelve at'$2,550 |: 
: to ove hundred and forty-four at $2,340 per 
. annum. “The lieutenants, whose highest pay 


were Messrs. Grimes, Morgan, and Hendricks; 
and on the part of the House were Messrs. 
Bayxs, Farxsworrn, and C. I. Phelps. The 
result of this conference committee was the 
adoption of the amendment of Mr. Grimes, 


pri j I t th | known as No. 11, which amendment totally 
change of titles of nine captains out of the | 


repealed section two of the act of March 3, 
1835. Now the difference between the Stat- 
utes-at-Large and the records of Congress as 
kept in the Globe is that the statutes partially 
repeal, if the gentleman from Wisconsin be 
right in his construction of thelaw, section two 
of the act of 1835, and the Globe shows an 


; entire repeal of that section. 


“The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasu- 
states that after the disagreement of 


hen ti luct: stated 
; On the plea that it was to enable the Goyern- ii 


“It is hereby expressly declared that tho yearly 


; allowance provided in this act iš all the pay, com- 


pensation, and altowance that shall be received 


‘ under any circumstances whatever by7such oficer 


or person, except for traveling expenses,” ce.” ; 
How, Mr. Chairman, ean any fair-minded 
man gay that such a construction is possible? 
Jz would be just: as: yessenable to say that, 
although the act. of 1860 and 1862. fixed dif: 


i ferent pay-rolis, yet those pay-rohy could. no- 
| be enforced; becanse á foregoing elange’of the 
| actof 1836 once: stead on the statute-book. 

i. Thugs stood the ldw when Seeretary.. Welles 
: issned General Qrder No. 75: 


Navy DEPARTAMENT, May 23, 1866. 


' Congress having, in view of the call for increased 
compensstion tò officers of the' Navy, repealed the 
Prohibited any allowance to them ‘‘for 


Hghts: oF fuel,” &¢., the Department, in order to 


| prevent recurrente of the irregularities, abuses, 


and arbitrary allowances which occasioned the pro- 
hibition, dcems’it proper to cstablish'a fixed rate of 
compensation in lieu of the extra atlSwances whith 
were prohibited by the law pow repealed. Accords 
ingly. from and atter the dst day of June proximo, 
officers who are not provided with quarterson shore 


: stations will bo allowed’a sum‘equal to thirty-three 
, umd que third per-eent. of their pay, ip liep of all 
' allowances, exeept for mileage or traveling expenses 
i under drdeérs; and those provided with such quar- 


‘ ters, twenty per cent. of their pay in lieti ‘of. said 


t 
ii 
R 
ut 


| 
| 
i 
I 


‘| 
il 


"i authorized will not be extend 


allowances. _- oe oe : 
. The agt of March 3,1865, haying increased the pay. 


ed to them, ~~ - 
GIDEON WELLES, . 

. Secretary of the Navy. 
. Which order seems to have disturbed my 
honorable friend to such a degree. He states 
that ‘it was utterly in violation of law.’’ If 
such is the case, why has the honorable gen- 
tleman voted for these approprigtiongin former 
appropriation bills? If this order was ‘‘ ut- 
terly ip violation of law’? how did jt happen 
that so sweet a morsel escaped my honorable 
friend and his colleagues in the Republican 
party when the greatimpeaghment articles were 
framed against Presidept Johnson? What the 
Secretary does in the way of general. orders 
he does by order of the President. No orde: 

of President Jopyson’s ‘‘ utterly. in viola} 
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thirty-three per cent. upon the whole pay of 
Navy officers too small for the consideration 
of the impeachers? 

Mr, Chairman, that order of Secretary 
Welles was made to prevent exorbitant allow- 
ances. It was made in order that every one 
interested in the finances of the country might 


know exactly what each officer received. It: 


was after consultation with Senators and Rep- 
resentatives belonging to the Republican party, 


as well as with those belonging to the Demo- | 
cratic party. It was an order that was just, 
Secretary Robeson needs no ! 


wise, and legal. 
apologist for continuing the same in force. 


was glad to hear the gentleman say that ‘‘if | 
the pay is not sufficient let it be increased by | 


the only power that can increase it.’ I was 
glad to see him introduce a tabular statement 


of the pay of the Army as fixed upon by the | 


passage of the bill introduced by the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Locax.] My honorable 
friend thinks that a fair bill, and if I mistake 
not, voted for it. - 

I trust the gentleman, when this bill is taken 
up by sections, will allow me to insert a section 


enacting that the pay of the officers of the Navy | 


shall be the same as the pay of officers of the 
Army with whom they rank. It will settle the 
question for the fature. 


I am satisfied that no | 


officer of the Navy will object to the passage | 


of such a law. So much for the pay of our 
officers. 
plored, and yet, while deploring that condi- 
tion, it is proposed by that committee to cut 
down the appropriation asked for some ten 
million dollars. Now, if this reduction was 


asked on the score of economy, or for the pur- | 


pose of lightening the enormous burden of tax- 
ation placed upon the people of the country by 
Republican rule, I would feel disposed to 
second the efforts of the committee. 
is not the case. 

It is intended, unless I mistake my honor- 
able friend's position, to expend large sums in 
subsidizing ocean steamers built at private 
yards by private individuals or incorporated 
companies. Why this change? Is it because 
vessels built during the war at the navy- yards 
proved failures? If so, does not the same ob- 
jections exist to those built by individuals? I 


would ask how many of the vessels built by | 
contractors are now in the service and regarded | 


as fit for active service? The fact is, Mr. 
Chairman, there were many failures, lament- 
able failures, in the vessels -built by the Gov- 
ernment, but these resulted from the entire 
change in the system of naval warfare which 


resulted from the fight of the Merrimac and | 
Monitor. Every vessel built was an experi- | 


iment. All was done hurriedly. The press- 
ure for anything that could float and carry 
guns was such that the Government bought 
almost uny vessel offered, and built on plans 
that were not duly considered, and of such 
materials that could be had. 
Government isto be imitated in subsidizing 


lines of steamers, why not imitate her also in | 


making liberal appropriations in keeping our 
navy-yards? 


Wise statesmanship would tell us to avoid ` 
tt Perpetual peace is the dream of the | 


war. 
wise, war is the history of mankind.’’ Eng- 
land, ‘since the year 1688, has been engaged in 
seventy-two years of war, at an average cost 
of abéut one hundred and twenty million dol- 
lars per year, or of $400 per minute through 


all that lorg period. The enormous cost of: 


our own wars need not be named to those so 
familiar with our various public debts. Sooner 
or later war recurs. Common sense and ex- 
perience show that we should be prepared to 
meet it at all points. Had our Navy been such 
as it should have been at the time of the seces- 
sion of the southern States the blockade would 
have been made immediately effective; and 
when once so made, how quick the deprivation 
of war material would havedestroyed the effect- 
‘ive action of the southern forces. It was mis- 
taken economy that found us at that time with 


But such | 


tf the English | 


The condition of our Navy is de- | 
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sosmalla Navy. Had there been one that was 
commensurate with the dignity and wealth of 
the nation it would have saved us untold mil- 
lions of treasure, tens of thousands of vacant 
firesides, and the fierce and fatal assaults made 
upon our Constitution. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, I regret that 
I have been compelled to differ with the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations in reference to this 
bill. This difference does not relate to the 
details so much as the principle of the bill. 
My objection is that it is neither the one thing 
nor the other. It neither meets the estimates 
of the Department to carry out its own plans 
and ideas for the future of the Navy, nor does 
it reverse those plans and compel the Depart- 
ment to conform itselfto the policy of Congress. 

The gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Hauz,] a 
member of the Committee on Naval Affairs, in 
his very able defense of the Navy, in a speech 
which was begun some days ago, commenced 
by saying that the Navy had indeed fallen upon 
evil times. He recounted the difficulties and 
obstacles which it had encountered, and under- 
took to contrast its weak condition with the 
state of the navies of other nations. I desired 
to ask him, first, whether he could account for 
this condition of our Navy from anything that 
the Navy itself had done; and secondly, whether 
in contrasting it with the navies of other nations 
he proposed to ask Congress to fashion it after 
the navies of the Old World? 

He spoke of the navies of England, and 


l 
| 


i 


withthis. The fault is not in the Administra- 
tion, but it is in the spirit in which the Navy 
| itself has been carried on in this struggle be- 
| tween itand the law-making power. Congress 
declared they should expend only $2,500,000 
' of money. Nine months of the year had not 


© expired, sir, before they had expended not 


} 


t 


1 
i 


1 


of France, and of the other Powers. Hespoke : 


of a Power now inthe West Indies threatening 
us with war; that of Spain, with a fleet there 
greater than all our fleets. 


Well, Mr. Chairman, if there is any purpose ` 


in this contrast, why does he not carry it into 
the Army? The Army of the United States 
numbers but thirty-two thousand men, yet the 
armies of these very nations with which he has 
contrasted the Navy of this country now in time 
of peace—that of England numbers two hun- 
dred and two thousand ; that of France, three 
hundred and seventy-nine thousand ; that of 
Austria, two hundred and thirty-six thousand ; 
and that of this very Spain, eighty-four thou- 


sand, threetimesas large as ours. Does he pro- ;; 


pose to contrast our Army with theirs, and toask 
Congress to fashion it after thety mode and 
their ideas; or does he intend with the Navy 
to make an exception, and make that like the 
navies of the Old World, while for the Army of 


the United States he will still rely upon the vol- || 


unteers and militia in time of emergency and 
war, as we have from the beginning, and with 
success and safety and honor to the flag? Sir, 


‘only that $2,500,000, but $5,008,890 40, and 
: came here and asked for $3,000,000 more to 
' be expended in that bureau. We told them, 
` sir, as distinctly as anything could be declared, 
i it was the policy of this Government to curtail 
i and limit the Navy in the construction of new 
- vessels and in the repair of old vessels; and 
yet scarcely six weeks of the fiscal year had 
passed before they came back to say they had 
iexpended $2,000,000 upon this $5,000,000, 
| making more than seven million dollars in that 
i single bureau, when at the commencement of 
the year they were told by the law-making 
| power they were to expend on the construction 
' of new vessels and on the repair of old vessels 
i but $2,500,000. They take no note of what 
the law-making power prescribes as their limit. 

; ir, the condition of the Navy, so graphic- 
i ally described by the gentleman from Maine 
i and my colleague on the committee from Cali- 
: fornia, is not owing to hostility to the Navy 
: onthe partof Congress. Forthe last ten years, 
: excluding the years of the war, there have been 
appropriated for the Navy large sums; but, 
whether large or small, they are the limitation 
upon its magnitude and its appropriation and 
its ideas of what a Navy the Government of 
_the United States propose to keep up. For 
‘the last ten years the average has been less 
than is proposed in this bill by more than two 
million dollara.. Excluding the years of the 
| war, the expenditures upon the Navy have on 
| an average been less for ten years than the 
amount of appropriations made by this bill. 
And yet the Navy Department insists that we 
| shall have $10,000,000 more added to this bill. 
Sir, the complaint which the law-making 
pore has a right to make against the Navy 
epartment is, that with the money furnished, 


the Navy is in this condition; I would like to 


“ask the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Hate] 


why it is thatthe Navy of the United States, 


i limited to only eight thousand five hundred 


men, costs three or four times as much by the 
' man as the navy of Great Britain, which he 


Mr. HALE. Iwill answer the gentleman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 


| has lauded so in his speech. 


" from Massachusetts yield to the gentleman 


it would be impossible to begin with, and it, 
would be unwise, as it would be impossible, for ' 


us to attempt to fashion our Navy according to ` 


that of the Powers with which the gentleman 
from Maine has contrasted it. 
And here is the failure of the Navy itself. 


Not content with the expressed will of the | 


law-making power, expressed within two years 


from Maine? > 

Mr. DAWES. I bave but a very few min- 
utes left, and I think I cannot yield. Mr. 
Chairman, the estimate for the Navy of the 
United States, which only consists of eight 
‘thousand five hundred men, is $28,205,671. 
The estimate last year for the whole navy of 


© Great Britain, which consists of sixty-three 


upon this floor, as was quoted to-day, with : 


the estimates and 
the Navy has been 
teen years, it has antagonized itself to the 
law-making power; it has insisted upon it 
that it would pursue a course inconsistent with 
that marked out by the law-making power, and 
it antagonized the law-making power with the 


appropriations with which | 
furnished for the last fif- 


purpose of likening itself to the navies of - 


other Powers. It has always been out of har- 
mony with the law-making power. Here to- 
day this bill is illustrative of it. 


In the Bureau of Construction and Repair, 


that in which they should have taken the.advice 
of the law-making power and conformed them- 
selves to what the Congress of the United States 
declared should be the limitation upon their 


construction of new vessels and repair of old ` 


ones, Congress furnished the present Admin- 
istration with $2,500,000 worth of money to 
expend in that bureau. I do not intend, sir, 
to arraign this Administration with any other 
Administration, or any other Administration 


© only $60 


thousand men—more than seven times the 
number in our Navy—is only $49,983,000. Sir, 
there are two hundred and three vessels in our 
Navy,and the average cost for every one of those 
vessels is $138,944, while the average cost for 
each vessel of the British navy is $69,000. It 
costs for each ton of the tonnage of our Navy 
‘$151 10, but the British navy costs only 
$72 66 per ton. It costs us $600 per man to 
keep our Navy afloat, to keep it in repair, to 
keep it up to its present standard; but it costs 
per man to keep the British navy 
afloat. 
The Navy Department has estimated for 
repairs, $6,975,000. The estimate of the Brit- 
ish navy for the year ending the 31st of March 
last for new machinery and repairs, was but 
$3,749,080. While this item costs us $600 for 
each man, it costs for the British navy but 
sixty dollars, Atthe same rate of cost ag in 
England, the whole cost of keeping our Navy 
afloat would be just $480,000. 
{Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. DAWES. I desire the committee to 


. give me but a few moments longer. 


1870. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from: 
Massachusetts cannot obtain such consent from 
the committee since the time for genera! debate 
has been limited by order of the House. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts can only pro- 
ceed by obtaining a portion of the time of the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Logan. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. Iwill yield to the gentleman | 
a few minutes. ; | 

Mr. DAWES. Making all allowances for |; 
differences in wages, &c., I ask those gentle- || 
men who stand up here and complain of Con- | 
gress with regard to the condition of the Navy 
to tell what is the reason of this vast difference? ‘' 
Jt is not that there is any special reason for a |. 
difference of this kind in the British estimates | 
of last year, for I have followed them back | 
year after year and find that they vary but little | 
this year from the last five years. Taking it | 
all through, the British navy, with this smali; 
estimate, compared man by man, or vessel by | 
vessel, or gun by gun, for the last ten years, 
has been kept in repair so that the whole ex- | 
penditure on repairs is only about one tenth |: 
what itis in our Navy. Yet with the liberal |! 
appropriations which Congress has made for 
our Navy, you will find that if you measure it 
by the number of men of which we have de- 
termined it shall be composed, or if you meas- 
ure it by the law of the land, the Navy has ran 
down into a condition which I do not care to 
characterize myself, being content to accept 
the representation which its friends give of its 
condition. | 

And the fault, sir, does not lie with Con- || 
gress. The fault of this lack of efficiency : 
and energy and spirit and pride in the Navy | 
of the present day lies somewhere else. I have | 
as much pride, I believe, in the Navy and in 
its past history as any man can have. But it 
cannot afford to live on its past history. It will | 
certainly consume if it do so. It b&tomes the 
Navy of the United States to recognize the 
declared policy of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, and’ to conform itself to that policy. 
Sir, we have seven navy-yards up on the At-. 
lantic coast, costing yearly for the officers that | 
superintend and carry them on, $675,000. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
from Massachusetts yield tothe gentleman from | 
New York? ; 

Mr. COX. I only desire to say that the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts is speaking in | 
the half hour which I divided between himself | 
and the gentléman from THinois, [Mr. Loeaw. ] 
Only eleven minutes of the time now remain, 
and I suggest that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts should now yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. DAWES. I yield the floor, then, to the 
gentleman from [ilinois. . 


Mr. LOGAN. t 


In the: short time allowed 
me [ shall: not attempt to discuss this question : 
in detail nor to enter very much into its merits. - 
The only purpose that L have im addressing 
the committee is, if [ ean, to call the atten- 
tion of the Committee on Naval Affairs to some 
matters connected with the Navy of our coun- ' 
tty that certainly need some changes. and 
reforms, and I will state as briefly as I possibly - 
can some facts with reference to our Navy. 

We have now, I believe, fourteen hundred 
and nine officers in the Navy and eighty-five 
hundred men in the Navy. We have one offi- 
cer to every six men and a fraction over. The || 
pay of the Navy of the United States is a little: 
over seven million dollars. I believe over five 
million dollars of. that is paid to the officers 
of the Navy and the balance to the men. We. 
have now upon the active list of our Navy, (E: 
will not speak of the retired officers, who sre’ 
very numerous, some seventy odd,) seven hun- 
dred and fifty-nine officers at sea and six hun- 
dred and fifty Sn shore. . Bo SF a 

We have ten rear admirals, five at sea; 
twenty-five commodores, only three at sea; 
fifty captains, only ten at sea; ninety command- 
ers, only twenty-nine at sea. 
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three vessels in commission. There are now 
twenty-four officers at the Washington navy- 
yard. The gentleman from New Hampshire 
(Mr. Srevens] made a statement. to-day re- 
specting the navy-yards throughout the country, 
and ‘hence I will not take up time in stating 
the number of officers at the different navy- 
yards. But I will call the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to one case as illustra- 
tive of the position of affairs at the different 
navy-yards throughout the United States where 
naval officers are stationed. Take Washing- 


|, ton city, forexample, and let me call the atten- | 
How : 


tion of the committee ‘to some facts. 
many naval vessels you have here I cannot 
say. Perhaps the Committee on Naval Affairs 
can tell. Perhaps you have one old tub, or 

erhaps two or three old vessels laid up here. 


ow many officers have you here to man the | 


ships that lie here at the wharf in Washington 
city? One vice admiral, eleven rear admirals, 


| ten commodores, six captains, fifteen com- | 
| manders, seven lieutenant commanders, three 


lieutenants, four masters, nine engineers, six 
paymasters, two passed assistant paymasters, 
two agsistant paymasters, seven surgeons, one 
assistant surgeon, six chiefengineers, one assist- 
ant chief engineer, two second assistants, and 
two naval constractors, besides seven professors 
at the Observatory, their pay amountin 
nearly four hundred thousand dollars. You 
have, sir, in Washington city naval officers on 
duty to the numberthat I have given you, being 


| paid from the Treasury ofthe United States-over |: 
$336,000. Forwhat purpose? IasktheCom- j; 


mittee on Naval Affairs to tell me; I want to 
know. And I desire in making this statement 
to call the attention of the country to the fact 
that the legislation of the country is such that 


to 


the taxes paid by the people are being absorbed ` 


by men who have no duties to perform whatever. 
I have no opposition to the Navy, but I do 


feel, as a Representgtive of the people, that we , 


have officers enough in the Navy to officer a 
navy sufficient almost to make war against any 
marine or naval force of any Government in 
the world, and but few men. Whyshould we 
keep this swarm of officers without any neces- 


sity for them? 


Again, let me call the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs and of the-Committee 
on Appropriations to another fact. The esti- 


mate of the Secretary of the Navy for the next || 


fiscal year, as stated by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [ Mr. Dawes, ] is $28,205,671 37. 
That is the estimate of the Secretary of the 


Navy for a Navy witheighty five hundred men, | 


and forty vessels:in commission,‘and only two 
hundred and three vessels in‘all. The English 
navy has seven hundred and nineteen vessels 
in commission, and is building, besides, four- 
teen heavy iron-plated steamships, averaging 


thirty-five hundred tons-each, and the largest: 
of six thousand tons: ‘They have sixty-three- 


thousand three hundred men in their navy ‘and 
seven hundred and nineteen vessels. We have 
eighty-five hundred men, and forty vessels in 
commission, and two hundred’ and three ves- 
sels in all. 


being but $21,777,583 63 less than the appro- 
priation for the pay of the British navy. 
[Here the hammer-fell.] - i 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that the gentleman-from Hlinois [Mr. Logan] 
proposes tọ yield the remainder of his time to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Becr. ] 
Mr. LOGAN. I will take one minute more. 


Inasmuch as [have no time to disdtss this 


question, I want to call the attention of the: 


Committee of the Whole to one thing in a re- 


port made by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 


Ont] from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
It is rt No. 65, which I ask every member 


We have forty- || of this House to send to the document-room | 


The_British-Government, as the |: 
gentleman from Massachusetts has said, appro- | 
priated for the last fiscal year $49,983,205 in| 
all for the support ‘of their navy. Now, our `: 
Navy Department asks us- to appropriate | 
$28,205,671 87 for the support of our Navy, || 


it 
i 


) 


| 
i 


i 
l. 
js 
| 
li 
|; 


i 
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' motion is not debatable. 


and get and read. And I pledge you my word 
that if you will read that report in relation to 
the atrocities committed in Paraguay, and the 
attempts against our minister there, and against 
citizens in his suite, and the refusal on the part 
of our two admirals, Godon and Davis, to per- 
form their duty, and the bloody outrages per- 
petrated by the officers of that Government, it 
will almost make your hair stand on your head. 
And when you have read it you will find that 
the conduct of these two admirals, instead of 
being censured and they dismissed from the 
service, as you and I would have done, and as 
should have been done, was approved by the 
Secretary of the Navy. I ask gentlemen to 
send and get that report, and read it for their 
own satisfaction, in order that they mzy determ- 
ine whether the Navy Department obeys any 
law or not. f 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Becr] is entitled to the floor 
for two minutes. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope no one will object to 
the gentleman having more time. 

Mr. BECK. I want only five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee have no 

ower to extend the time fixed by order of the 
Hcn for debate. 

Mr. COX. I hope no objection will be made. 

The CHAIRMAN. After the time has ex- 
pired fixed by the House for general debate the 


, bill will then be read by paragraphs for amend- 
, ment, and will be open to debate under the five- 


minutes rule. But the committee cannot extend 
the time fixed for debate by order of the House. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move that the committee 
now rise, for the purpose of getting from the 
House an extension of the time for general 


Mr. DICKEY. I hope not. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not de- 
batable. 

Mr. RANDALL. Only two minutes more 
are want@l; why not grant it? 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gen- 
tleman is that the committee now rise; which 


The question: was then taken on the motion 
that the committee rise ; and it was not agreed 


to. ; : 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 


| Kentucky [Mr. Beor] is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. BECK. Mr. Chairman, two or three min- 
utes is avery short time in which to throw any 
light ona bill like this. I do uot expect to do 
so. I suppose we have réduced the estimates 
as much as is possible. ‘Lhe Secretary esti- 
mates for $24,598,277 36, and this bill appro- 
priates $16,841,845 62; a reduction of the esti- 
mates of $7,756,431 74. But what 1 waut to 
show is that the statement I made a month or 
80 ago, that the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment for the current fiseal year amounted to 
almost four hundred million dollars, instead 
of á fraction over three hundred million dol- 


| lars, as‘ its leading friends claim, can be now 
i| verified, at least so far as the Navy is concerned. 


At the commencement of the current fiscal 
year the unexpended balances in the Treasury, 
which must be added tothe appropriations of 
nearly three hundred million dollars which the 
Secretary certified would be expended during 
the year, are about ninety-four million dollars: 
Over sixteen million dollars of these balances 
were carried to the credit of the Navy Depart-. 
ment. Weappropriated forthe use of the Navy 


|| for the current year, in addition to the balance, 


$15,807,431 60, making in all $31,814,585 97. 
My colleague on the Committee on Appropri- 
ations, [Mr. Wasnapurn,] who is managing 
this bill, undertook to show to the House, 
in reply to my former argument, that the 
$94,000,000 of balances on hand at the begin- 
ning of this fiscal year would not be materially 
diminished, butsubstantially that amount would 
be on hand to carry forward to the next fiscal 
ear. s S 
7 I am now prepared to prove, and to cail on 
him to verify my statement, that all the bal- 
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guces as well as all the appropriations for, the 
Navy have been spent, except the 1,000.00 
which the Secretary says can be carried į -. 
ward, and I am prepared to show further that 
over seven million seven hundred and ninety 
thousand dollars in addition to-all this, being 
proceeds of sale of property belonging to this 


Government, have algo been received and ex: | 


pended by this Department during the year, 
making over thirty-eight oliga dollars ex- 
pended, although only $15,850 


an excess of expenditures over the annual ap- . 
propriation of over twenty-two million dollars. : 
. I proposed to show, if I had- been allowed . 


ten minutes, that extravagance of.expenditures 
was the rule and not tha exceptign, not only in 
this but in all the Departments of the Govern- 
„ment; that we have to keep up the machin- 
ery of five or'six different bureaus in each of 


the navy-yards of the country, when two, in my.. 


judgment, would be ample; and that by this 
cambrous system millions are wasted annually. 


of the Secretary of the Treasury to this House, 
dated February. 22, 1870, being Ñxecutive 
Document No, 188, wherein he gives certified 
copies of the pay-rolls of the Treasury Depart: 
ment for the month of December, 1869, which 


And I desired especially to prove, ii letter ;; 


15,807,431 60 were » 
apprapriated; making inthisDepartmentalone $4 
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Mr. LOGAN. I gave up all the time I had 


guthority of law, I propose by this proviso to 
remove any excuse or pretense whatever for 


ett. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman sub- i the continuance of this abuse. 


mit any motion ? ; 
Me COX. No; I will not make any mation. 
ne 


read by paragraphs for amendment. - 
The following paragraph was read : 


For pay of commissioned and warrant officers at . 
sea, on shore, on special service, and of those on the 
retired list and unemployed, and for mileage or 
transportation of officers traveling under .orders, 


WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I am: 


Mr.. 


à ... gentleman a question. 
CHAIRMAN. The bill will. now be « 


: Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I would like to ask the 
Has not the construc- 
tion given by the Navy Department found its 
place regularly in the estimates ever since, and 
have not the appropriation bills been passed 
from year to year in accordance with those 
estimates? 
The 


: estimates have been made for the payment of 


instructed by the Committee on Appropriations. | 


ta move to amend the paragraph just read by,- 
adding ta it thefollowing: ` - 


Provided, That no allowance ghall hereafter be 


made to any officerin thenaval service of the United 
States for drawing bills, for recciving or. disbursing: 


: money, or transacting any business for the Govern- | 


ment of the United States; nor shall he be dilowed. | 


: servants, or pay for servants, or clothing or-rations . 
: for them, or pay for the same; nor shall any aow- ' 


T hold in. my. hands and call the attention of | 
the House to, that there were thirty-three hun-. : 


dred and seventy-six employés drawing pay 


in that Department alone for that month—if | 


I have succeeded in counting the names cor- 
rectly—which I assume is a fair average, which 
ia nearly sixteen hundred more than is author- 
ized by law to be employed there. n 

Atthe first session of this Congress the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations called upon the Sec- 
retary for a full and complete list of all the 
employés in that Department which were au- 
thorized by law, and also fora full and complete 
list pf the number actually employed. 


to the speech of my colleague on the commit- 
tee, [Mr. Lawrence, ] in the Globe of April 3, 
1869, being volume seventy-four, page 482. The 
first table shows,that the whole number author- 
ized by law to be employed was seventeen 
hundred and eighty-five; that the whole number 


The | 
lists were furnished, and will be found attached | 


actually employed was twenty-seven hundred . 
and eighty; nearly one thousand more than ; 


the law allowed. ; 
The committee, and especially Judge Law- 
RENCE, complained and remonstrated against 


this state of things, and the only excuse was - 


that Secretary Boutwell had found this number 
of supernumeraries when he entered the office, 
and that he would proceed at once to reduce 


anee bo made to him for rent of quarters, or to pay 
rent for furniture, or for lights ar fuel or transport- 
ing baggage. . Eia 
Mr. MAYNARD. It seemg to me that this. . 
amendment proposes new legislation. I bglieve | 
I must raise a point of order on ite . i 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Mr. Chair-.: 
man, this amendment is a yeénactment—— 
Mr. SARGENT. I raise a point of order ' 
on the amendment, that.it is new legislation... 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains.the 
point of order.. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I appeal. 
from the decision of. the Chair. This 1g no 
new legislation.’ : i pa 
The CHAIRMAN. The appeal is not debat- 


. this thirty-three per cent.; but I presume mem- 


bers in voting, the ‘allowance supposed that 
there was law authorizing it; but there is no 


» such law. 


LW on Lf 
_ Mr. MAYNARD. Appropriations have been 
made to coyer this thirty-three percent. Those 
appropriations gave the allowance the author- 
ity of law, — o 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. No one 


. can pretend to say that there is any law author-. 


' izing. this allowance. 


Mr. SARGENT.. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking it out and inserting in 
lieu of it the following: 


Provided, That out of the money hereby appro- 
priated the compensation of the officers of the line 
of the Navy en the active list shall be the same as 
that ‘of ‘the officers of the Army with whom they 
have relativerank ; and the staff officers of the Navy 
shall. receive pay nocording to their relatiye rank 
under the gencral order of the Navy Department of 
March 13, 1863. ` 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. That is 


' clearly not in ord 


able. .. . : etl 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I appeal ; 


from tha decision of the Chair. . : 
Mr. 
me in a single remark. 
reflection the Chairwill perhaps recansider his 
decision. — = vas 
Mr. SARGENT. I raise the point of order 
thatthe appeal is not debatable, .. - i 
kr AIRMAN... The appealig not debat- | 
able. 
the Chair shall stand as the judgment of the | 
cammittee 
Mr. SC 
from California [Mr. Sancent] will net. raiga i 


' any objection to allowing the gentleman from | 


: Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] to mgke his syg- 


the number. The excuse seemed reasonable. 
What do we find now? oratleast in December, , 


1869—it is, perhaps, worse now. A further in- i! 


crease of abou} six hundred over the illegal . 
excess of one thousand in April last, or sixteen..;: 


hundred more than the law allows, I do not, 


know to what grades the excess of employés © 


belong, nor what pay they draw; but supposing 
them to draw the average pay of the. lowest 
grade maleclerk, the amount annually thus ille- 


gally paid is aver one. million nine hundred | 
thousand dollars, and the excess over the ille- . : ; t 
a proyiso which was incorporated in the law — 


gal payments of last April is $720,000; and 
yet itis pretended that the Government is heing 
economically administered. 
are all a fraud and a cheat. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 
The CHAIRMAN. 
the House for general debate has expired. - 
Mr. COX. is it in order to move that the 
Committee of the Whole now rise for the pur- 
pase.of obtaining an extension of the time 
allowed for debate ? : : 
The CHAIRMAN. Itisin order to mov 
that the cawmittee rise. -. 


. Mr. COX. EL gave up my half hour to gen- ; 


tlemen upon the:other side, and they would 
not allow two minutes to the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Beck] on this side of the 
House. 


Such pretenses. 


The time allowed hy | 


estion. i : , 

Mr. SARGENT. . I must object. . ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is whether 
the decision of the’ Chair shall stand as the 
judgment of the committee?. ~. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsip. 4 wìll. 
modify my amendment. Pe ee 
an CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that | 
the: 


order, but the latter part of it is not. ; 
‘Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Į modify: 
my amendment so as to read, ‘‘that no money , 
hereby appropriated. shall be expended,’’ 4c. | 
‘The CHAIRMAN. The amendment in-that . 
form will be ip order. ~ 
Mr. WASH 
amendment proposes substantially ta reénact 


DAWES. I hope the Chair will indulge : 
I think thaton further :: 


is a most cruel one. r 
; will not deny that the effect of his amendment 


The question is whether the decision of. 


2 r i 
OBIELD, I hope the gentleman . 


‘I 


. of the 


rat part of the amendment would bein - 


BURN, oft Wiseopain.. ‘This : 


er. 
Mr SARGENT. The amendment is ob- 
viously’ in order, provided the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Wisconsin, for 
which Į offer this as a substitute, is in order. 
This amendment, like his, proposes to direct 
the manner in which the money appropriated 
by this bill for the pay of officers shall be 
expended. à 
_ Now, sir, the proposition of the gentleman 
né. The gentleman himself 


ig to reduce the pay of naval officers, especially 
those of the lower grades, below the rates at, 
which they can possibly subsist. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I rise to 
a question of order. This amendment proposes 
an increase of the pay of the Navy, and is new 
legislation, _ 
Mr. SARGENT. No, sir; the proposition 
entleman proposes to decrease the pay 
of ie Nave: I gould like to know how it is 
to be determined; except in the way of argu- 
ment, whether the amendment in¢reases. the 


pay.. : l . 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly it changes the 
pay of the officers of the Nayy, and. in my 
opinion very unjustly. . - 
: Mr. SARGENT. -It simply directs how the 
money appropriated for the pay ef the Navy: 
shall.be expenied. . | simply want to apply to 
the Nayy the. rule: advocated by the able gen- 
tleman from [Jinois.[Mr, Logan] with refer- 
ence to the Armg, aad incorporated in the bill 
on that subject... . Ing a, ; 

Mr. LOGAN. If the gentleman will take a: 


suggestion from m 


US acces 
“Me. SARGENT.. J will with pleasure. 


: of 1835, a proviso which was sought to be re~ | : Mr- LOGAN.. Iwill then make this sugges- 
pealed in 1866, which wag not repealed at that | 


time, and the repeal of which, even if it had - 
been accomplished, would not have had the.) 
effect to give allowances to naval officers. In | 
offering this amendment I have nothing to say ` 


: in regard to the pay of the officers of the Navy. . 
‘Ido not say that in receiving the thirty-three ' 


per cent. they have received more than they“ 


| ought to haye had; but I state that they have - 
| reepived it without authority of law, and in - 
i violation of law. Whenever a:proposition to. 

increase their pay shali come up, I shall-be:- 
| prepared to say whether-in my opinion guch a 


proposition should be favorably acted on or. 


| not; but inasmuch as the thirty-three per eent. | 


has been paid to officers of the Navy without - 


1 


tion; If the Army bill. with the section rela- 
tive to pay should become a law, it will be easy 
to regulate the pay of the Navy in some way by 
a similar bill, which I hope will be done. I 
suggest this, if the Army bill should not pass 
it would then be impossible to pay the Navy as 
is suggested by the gentleman from California. 
Officers of the Army now are paid in various 
allowances. ‘They have allowances for horse- 
feed and for servants’ clothing, and for many 
other things which naval officers do not have. 
We could not, therefore, pay naval officers 
under the same rule by which officers of the 
Army are now paid. If the Army bill, how- 
ever, shauld pass, regulating the pay of Army 
officers, by giving them fixed salaries in place 


1870. 


3549 


SHE CONGREMSION AL GLOBE. 


practicable. Under the present system the 

amendment will be utterly impracticable. - 
Mr. ARCHER. C 

then does the gentleman object to making the 


same provision for naval officers; when -thetr | 


nllawdiices also aré cut off? 


Mr. LOGAN. No, sir; Lagreeif the Army | 
bill showld pass then this amendment would ` 
if it should not pass the amend- - 


be proper. 1 | i 

ment would be impracticable for the reason I 

have stated. s Aa 
Mr. SARGENT, I. have 

believe that.the Army bill will pass. . - 


The CHAIRMAN: The Chair sustains the ` 
point of order, and rules the amendment oat. - 
Then I will say what I ` 


Mr. SARGENT. 
inten in opposition tothe amendment of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, | 


order... ng, a ; . 
The CHAIRMAN.. The Chair so decided. 
Mi. SARGENT. Now, Mr. Chairman; I 

believe the suggestion mide by the, gentléman 

from Illinois [Mr. Locan] is a good one;. that 
is to say, the amendmént J proposed would be 
proper in,tħe event the bill tó which. it refers 
should beeome a law. I have great confidence 
that under the able leadership of the chairman 
of the Cotninittee on Military Affairs the Army 
bill will: become the law, and in view of that 


fact I offered the dmendient f did. Batin: 


opposition to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin I desire to say that it seems to 
me that itis unjust to cut off the allowances 
of tlie, officers of the Navy,,the effect of, which 


-will be:to reduce the pay of officers, and espe- | t i 
i Navy, a board of commissioners established 


cially those of lower grade, to starvation poilit 
and provide nothing in vlace.of them. . l 
. Thegentleman from Wisconsin who Ne igi 
heds 


the pending amendment says these Alloig 
have all been Higa ig lebanese oflaw. I 4 
sir, thatthe action of the Department in making 
these allowances has been in defiance of law. 
At hag Been strictly ‘in accordance with the 
‘unifarm: practice of the. Government froni its 
foundation. _T’rom the time we first hid a 
Navy Departmeut it has regulated, by orders 


of the different Secretaries of the Navy, all | 


such questions, down to the time when the 
ldw passed Congress taking away.the power to 
do so. The power was resuniell as soon ab 


that act of Congress was repealed: : It was re | 


of Alto wWatieds, thet the adfeHdtdetit woot be | mà 


But if the bill should pass, | 


-confidéiice to` 


I understood the ;; 
Chair to decide that the amendment of the gen- | 
teman from Wisconsin as modified was in | 


' these men who have periled their lives for us, 
‘and may bé called on to. doit to-morrow? Not 
' the country, which is grateful for their gallant 
service. Let us be just, if not generous. Let 
us provide a substitute för these allowances 
` before we withdraw them, or we expel otir 
tried officers from the service, to its irreparable 
injury and our diggrice. a 
[Here the hammet fell: l 
a Mr. HALE. I move to amend thë athend- 
| ment by striking out the last word, and I do 
it fox the. purpose of opposing the gentleman 
. from Wisconsin on the point he makes, that 
the allowance known as thirty-three per cent. 


will investigate it as 1 have done, will agree 
with me, that this allowance has been author- 
i ized by law. . That Congress has the right to 
il take it off from these men there is. no doubt. 
‘i But that each Secretary has been authorized 
i| to make the allowance sitice Secretary Welles 
issued his order is, 1 believe, capable of 


! demonstration. 


ii The Navy Department was organizedin 1798. — 


i} Under the Constitution there is authority given 
i| to Congress to regulate and control the admin- 
| istration. of thilitary and paval affairs. Con- 


' gress- having that control, the President, as the 
=: executive officer, has certain powers which I 
neéd not how enumerate, and certain of those 


Now, in 1802, four years after the organiza- 
_tion of the Navy Department, under the in- 
i strdetions of President Jefferson, a strict.con- 
‘btrustionist, tetin 


: @ertain rules under which the Navy was gov- 


| ersed until 1817, when a new board of com- 
i missioners was appointed to establish rules 


eny, | ag: 

| tain of those rules, as will be found by gen- | 
'tlemeh who will investigate the subject, pro- | 
I 

\ 


again for the government of the Navy. Cer- 


| vided for allowances for certain claims which | 


i it was stated that officers had equitably against 


stored by thé repealing act.. ; Secretary Welles | 
C Pp & 


followed closely the: precedeiits of. previnus 
Seckétaries of thé Navy.  Codgress always rée- 


oguized the justness,,and.propriaty of allow- i 


ances to the officers of the Navy made by the 


Secretaries, and in strict decotddnce with the | 


amounts thase Secretaries fixed as compensa- 
tion of the officers of the Navy it made its 


appropriation’. While ‘Welles followed the : 


old precedents in making the allowances, Con- 
gress itself indorsed his action in diferent 
Navy appropriation bills by expressly appro- 
priating the money necessary for paying this 


thirty-three per cent. allowed by him. Yet, | 


notwithstanding this, the gentleman from Ohio. 
[Mr. Morcan] said to-day that it was done in 
defiance of Congress; that it was a robbery of 


the Treasury. . Ee 

Mr. MORGAN.. And I say so still. 

Mr. SARGENT. How could it be in defi- 
ance of Congress when Coigress itself madé 
specific appropriation for the purpose of pay- 
ing the allowances?. How could it be a rob- 
bery of the Treasury wher, Congress placed 
the specific sums at the disposal of the Secre- 
tary to pay the allowances? These general 
declamations would be ridiculows, ab they are 
extravagant, if they did not lead to such. bad 
results to.the low-grade officers, especially the 
pay of whom by Giese meals is cut down so 
they can barely pay their own board, let alone 
paying the expenses of their families. With. 
the thirty-three per cent. their pay is far 
below that of the officers of the Army. With- 
out it they must leave the service, or serve ts 


j 


| 
H 
| 
i! 
i 
i 
t 
| 


i| gress; and Secretary 


o: the Government for increased pay. They pro- |: 
vided allowances for the rent of quarters, for | 


‘rent of furniture, for wood, for lights, and two 
or.three other specific allowances. . 


i California, [ Mr. Ssncen,] Congresstime after 


propriations Just as they were estimated for. 
‘This continied until 1835, then Congress in- 


ances were left existir 

draw frém. this fået the fe 
, in leaving:some of these allowances Congress 
recognized therr as existing by force of law. 
The administration of the Navy Department 
; was conducted under this act of: Congress from 
| 1885 imtil 1866, when Congress again inter- 
; vened., What,diditdothen? It repealed the 


repeal of a- statute. Such is the effect in law, 
and such was the purpose and intent of Con- 

ary Welles, under that, pro- 
ceeded to commute ; that is, he reckoned up 


to, and fixed upon thirty-three per cent. as the 


amount to. The officers. of the Navy get less 
in the aggregate under that order, than they 
would if they received the allowances. That is 
all there is in this matter. 
this it has gone on ina that way. I have a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Navy, giving the 
history of this matter, which, if I had time, I 
should like to have read. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MORGAN. Irise to oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maine. The 


question itvolved in this discussion appears to 
| me to be of a very simple nature, and not dif- 


bject poverty. WhS asks sach, injustice to 


made to the officers of the, Navy is contrary to ` 
and in defiance of the law. I believe from iny ! 
examination, and every lawyer I believe, if he | 


: powers are given to heads of Departments. : 


& through the Secretary of the | 


time recognized these allowances, making ap- ` 


' térpdged, and by an act which became a. law : 
cut off certain of these allowances. Otherallow- : 
g. Any min would | 
ogical inference that `- 


‘act of 1835, which cut off certain allowances | 
| for rent, furniture, lights,wodd, &c., and there- |: 
i by broughtthem.back. . Thatis the effectofa | 


what these different allowances would amount . 


commutation, a percentage really less than they _; 


From that day till | 


|| gout of determitiation by such a body as this. 


ii The simple question is whether the power of 
; legislation fs vested in the executive or in the 
i legislative brauch of the Government. If the 
i Secretary of the Navy has the right and the 

ii power to add one third to the salaries of the 

i officers of the Navy, he has the right and the 

' power to double them, or to quadruple them, 
and he has the right and the power to cut off 

from them one third or one half or threc 
fourths, of his own mere will. Such a doctrine 

' strikes me as monstrous,and [am surprised that 
' my honorable friend from Maine [Mr. Hare] 
‘ should have found himself in such straits as a 
“lawyer as to be compelled to advocate such a 

‘heresy npon this floor. These allowances were 
abuses from tlie first, and itis immaterial under 

‘what Administration they originated. Con- 
' press in 1835 recogrized them as abuses, and 

‘ prohibited them as abuses, and yet honorable 

gentlemen tvould have this House suppose that 
` because the section prohibiting the abuses was 
repealed that thereby the abuses themselves 
were revived. ‘That is a novel doctrine. 

Now, for one, I am quite willing that the pay 
of naval officers shall be put upon an equality 
with the pay of the officers of our Army when 
the naval officers are reduced in number cor- 
| respondingly to those ofthe Army. The Army 
‘| bill proposes a reduction of the officers of the 
; Army to the number of about five hundred. 
i There is a much greater disproportion in the 
| Navy between the number of officers and men 
‘| than there isin the Army. I proved to-day, in 
i! the course of my remarks, that updn the esti- 
: mate of the Committee on Appropriations for 
eight thousand five hundred men, there is-ab- 
solutely in the Ameri¢an Navy to-day oné offi- 
cer for about every three men, - I have prepared 
a bill which I propose to submit to the judg- 
ment and action of this body, remodeling ‘the 
Navy on the same principle that the Army has 
been remodeled, and when that is done it will 
be time, and time enough, to determine what 
shall be the rate of salaries for officers of the 
Navy. . S i 
| And, Mr. Chairman, it-is a fact, and I regret 
to be compelled to repeat it, that abuse atter 
abuse has crept into the Navy, and those 


i| abuses have been sanctioned and encouraged 
: .. | bythe Secretary of the Navy, and that not only 
is: Aahas bees stated by the gentleman from | 


has additional pay been given to officers of the 
| Navy, but it has. been charged in the public 
journals, as I stated to-day, and I challenge 
. gentlemen who advocate these abuses..to de- 
mand an investigation, thatamong other abuses 
a sum of from tive to six hundred dollars had 
been expended for wine and cigars, charged to 
the account of groceries, and paid out.of the 
Treasury of the United States, for. one of the 
. excursions of the Tallapoosa. Now, these 
abuses have crept in, and the only question is 
whether this House will continue to sanction 
© and-encourage them, or will require appropri- 
ations to be expended in accordance with law. 
Mr. HALE. I withdraw the amendment to 
the amendment. . , ae 
Mr. CONGER obtained the floor, .. , 
Mr. SCOFIELD. Willthe gentleman from 
Michigan allow me, before he goes on, to have 
i a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, which 
i is a brief legal argument upon the question of 
. the thirty-three and one third per cent., read? 
Mr. CONGER.  L prefer to offer my amend- 
; ment, and say what I desire to say first. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. Well, when the gentle- 
+ man gets through I ask-unanimous consen 
thatit may be read. __ pora l 
Mr. COX, Wait till the time comes. 
Mr. CONGER, J offer an amendment to 
: come in at.the end of the first paragraph. 
' The CHAIRMAN. There isanamendment 
i pending, and the gentleman must offer an 
amendment to the arnendment. 
Mr..CONGER. ‘Then I offer the following _ 
amendment, to come in atthe end of the pend- 
ing amendment: 


Provided further, That al] demands, claims, and 
items of account against these naval appropriations 


1 


| 
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shall be decided, adjusted, and settled by the proper 
accounting officers of the ‘Treasury according to law, 
and their adjudication shall be final, except in cases 
where provision is made for an appeal tothe judiciary 
and no payment shall bo made at the Treasury, nor 
credit admitted, to a disbursing officer for allow- 
ances Made on the approval or order of any officer 
of the Government, unless such allowances are 
expressly authorized by law. 


Mr. ARCHER. I make the point of order 
on that amendment that it is new legislation. 

Mr. CONGER. It simply deiines how these 
appropriations shall be paid. 

Th CHAIRMAN, Itis the opinion of the 
Chair that it is new legislation, and does not 
apply to these appropriations only. 

Mr. CONGER, Ido not like to 
with the Chair, but I think if he will examine 


the amendment he will see that itis no new | 


legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of epinion 
that it is new legislation. 

Mr. CONGER. It is such a provision as 
has been inserted in every appropriation bill 
that ever passed this House, directing how the 
appropriation shall be applied. 

The CHAIRMAN. It does not apply merely 
to the appropriation which the committee is 
now considering. fo 

Mr. CONGER. I dislike to dispute with 
the Chair about these propositions, but the 


dispute i 


amendment says expressly ‘‘these naval appro- © 


priations.’’ 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 
this appropriation, but a regulation for settling 
naval accounts generally. 

Mr. CONGER. It says how this money 
shall be expended. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the 
opinion that it is a regulation in regard to the 
settlement of accounts, and not in regard to 
this appropriation. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Inow ask unanimous con- 
sent of the Committee of the Whole to have 


read the letter from the Secretary of the Navy | 


referred to by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 

Hate.}] The gentleman in charge of this bill 

dees not object to it. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 

no objection; I would like to hear it. 
Mr. CONGER. I object. — 


I have 


Mr. SCOFIELD. Then I move to amend | 


the amendment by striking out the last word, 
and I ask the Clerk to read as a part of my 
remarks the letter of the Secretary of the Navy 
on this subject. This is the first time I ever 
knew a discourtesy of this kind to be offered 
to a prominent officer of the Government, to 
object to the reading of a letter relating to a 
particular subject under consideration. 

The Clerk began the reading of the letter, 


but before concluding the hammer fell, the ; 


five minutes allowed under the rule having 
expired. 


Mr: CONGER. I will withdraw my objec- | 


tion to the reading of the letter. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I object, unless the ten 
commard ments are also read. an , 

The CHAIRMAN. The objection, if made, 
must be without condition. ; i 

No objection being made, tbe reading of the 
letter was resumed. 

Before the reading of the letter was con- 
eluded, _ l 

Mr. WOODWARD said: Will it be in order 
for me to move that the further reading of this 
interminable letter be dispensed with, and that 
it be published in the Globe? 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion would not 
he in order, as the letter of the Secretary of the 
Navy is being read by general consent. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. The -letter is a little 
longer than I supposed when I asked consent 
to have it read; but the Clerk has got nearly 
throngh the reading of it. There have been 


three or four arguments, several of them to-. 


day, made against the action of the Depart- 
ment, and this letter is a close, legal argument 
of the Secretary of the Navy upon the subject. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would sug- 


It is not a limitation on ` 


{ 


: 


| $b 
I 


| preme Court, January term, 1833, in M 


gest that this debate isnot expediting the read- 
ing of the letter. 
The Clerk then resumed and concluded the 
reading of the letter, which was as follows : 
Navy DEPARTMENT, May 14, 1870. 


Dear Sir: In response to your inquiry as to the 
condition of law and the regulations in relation to 


the allowances of thirty-three and one third per | 
gent. and twenty per cent. made to officers of the : 


Navy, and asking my opinion in regard to the legal 
authority for the same, I beg leave to say that inmy 
opinion the action of Mr. Welles making these 
allowances did not transcend his authority, and that 
they were and remain lawful, S 

The following is a brief history of this subject and 
of the Executive and congressional action had 
thereon: . WAA 

The executive authority to make and establish 
regulations for the government and regulation of 
the Navy is indisputahle, and the subject-matter of 


allowances seems also on principle and precedent to : 


be within the scope of this authority. 

The Congress of 1775 (November 28) established 
“rules and orders for the regulation of the Navy of 
the United Colonies.” —Journal of Congress, 1, 262, 

The Federal Constitution, article one, section 
eight, empowered Congress to make “rules for tho 
government and regulation of the land and naval 
forces” of the United States. , 

By the second section of the second article the 
Presidentis constituted the Commander-in-Chiof of 
the Army and Navy, not of course to take actual 
command of both branches in the field or on the 
seas, but to control, govern, and regulate them in 
all their relations, subject only to the restrictions of 


|: the rules affirmatively prescribed by Congress, under 


the restricting power given them as above; and in 
the absence of such restriction to govern, regulate, 
and do ali things necessary and proper in relation to 
them, their condition, government, and operation. 

In the exercise of their constitutional power, in 


i July, 1797, nearly a year before the Navy Depart- : 


ment was created, Congress adopted in constitutional 
torm, with the consentof the President, the * rules” 
of 1775, “as far as applicable to the Constitution and 
laws of the United States.” —Laws, 1, 5283. 

Those “rules” remained in force, controlling and 
regulating the executive power in matters within 
eir purview, until the passage of the act of March 
i , “for the government of the Navy.”—Lavws, 


+ 109. 

"That act was repealed April 23, 1800, by the act 
“for the better government of the Navy,” which 
established “rules and regulations for the govern- 
ment of the Navy,” to take effect **from and after 
the first day of June,’’ 1800.—Laws, 2, 45. 

‘These ‘‘rales and regulations” were succeeded b 

those now in force, namely, the act of July 17, 1862, 
an the better governmentof the Navy.”—Lawa, 12, 


None of these acts in terms authorized either the 
President, or the Secretary of the N 


‘rales or regulations for either the military or the 


civil: administration of the Navy, or of the Navy | 


Department. , ; / 

But tue necessity of establishing them arose from 
the very existence of a Navy, and the power was 
found in the principles above stated, and was exer- 
cised, from the very beginning, by the men who made 
the Constitution and established and organized the 
Government. | . 

This necessity and this power, and its legal conse- 
quencés, were recognized by the United States Su- 
acdaniel’sand 


Filtebrown’s.cases—cases of “allowances” for the 


| disbursement of money, made by theauthority of the 


Secretary of the Navy, decided by a unanimous court, 


composed of Chiet Justice Marshal and Justices | 
Story, Johnson, MeLean, Thompson, and Baldwin. | 


„The court in the Macdaniel case said: “A prac- 
tical knowledge of.the action of any one of the great 
Departments of the Government mustconvince every 

erson that the head of a Department in the distri- 
bution ofits duties and responsibilities is often com- 
pelled to exercise his discretion. He is limited in 
the exercise of his power by law; but it does not fol- 


jow that he must show àptatutory provision tòr eyery=` 


thing. ho does. No Government could be adminis- 
tered on such principles: To attempt to regulate by 
law the minute movements of every part of the com- 
plicated machinery of Government would evince a 
most unpardonable iguoranceof the subject. While 
the great outlines of its movements may be marked 
out, and limitations imposed on the exercise of its 
powers, there are numberless things which must be 
done that ean neither be anticipated nor defined, 
and which are essential to the proper action of the 
Government. Hence, of necessity, usages have been 
established in every Department of the Government 
which have become a kind of common law, and reg- 
ulate the rights and duties of those who act within 
their respective limits.’’—Maedantel’s case, id., p. 14. 

In Ripley’s case, which immediately follows, and 
which was decided at the same time, the same prin- 
ciples are recognized. ` : . 

Of the same opinion was the Attorney General in 
1853,. when he advised Mr. Dobb e 
tho Navy, that the President and subordinate exe- 
cutive officers, military or civil, may rightfully estab- 
lish regulations in execution of and supplementary 
to the statutes and statute regulations.” ” —Opinions 
of Attorneys General, 6, 10. oe 

The Navy Department was created in 1798, (act of 
April 30, Laws, 1, 563,) and placed under the direction 
of a Secretary, * whose duty,” says the first section, 
“it shali be to execute such orders as heshall receive 


r 


i ) e avy, either rep- : 
resenting him or indépendently, to establish any | 


in, then Secretary of 


j 


‘| naval. service of the 


i year for candles, and six dollars 


from the President of the United States relative to 
the procurement of naval stores and materials, and 
the construction, armament, equipment, and employ- 
ment of vessols of war, as well as all other matters 
connected with the naval establishment of the Uni- 
ted States.” 

In less then four years afterward, namely, in Jan- 
uary, 1802, the then President, Mr. Jefferson, astrict 
constructionist of executive power, established, and 
Hon. Robert Smith, then Secretary of the Navy, by 
his command, published and promulgated a system 
of “naval regulations,” and this without. any ex- 
press statutory authority to do so.. 

These * regulations” form a diminutive volume of 
thirty-six pages, published in 1802, at Washington, 
which is devoted to the military administration of 
the Navy. - : 

This volume was the only published collection of 
Nawy rules of any description, I believe, trom 1802 
until 1817, when the Navy commissioners, created by 
the ace of February 7, 1815, (Laws 3,-202,) prepared 
and reported to Secretary Crowninshield, a system 
of “rules, regulations, and instructions, fur the 

L United States.” After being 
submitted to and approved by the Secretary of the 
Navy and the President, in September, 1817, this 
code of regulations, since known as “the Commis- 
sioners’ Regulations” or ** Regulations of 1818,’’ was 
adopted, signed by the Secretary, established, and 
ordered to be printed, It was published in 1818, in 
a volume of one hundred and two pages. 

By the above cited. act of 1815, (Laws.8, 202,) tho 
commissioners were authorized to prepare, by and 
with the consent of the Secretary, ‘‘rules and reg- 
ulations necessary’’ for the following purposes, 
namely, “for securing uniformity in the sevcral 
classes of vessels, and their equipments; for repair- 
ing and refitting them, and for securing responsibil- 
ity in the subordinate officers and agents.” 

This was an affirmative act giving power to the 
Navy commissioners. It was provided that the reg- 
ulations thus prepared, having been approved by 
the President and Secretary, were to go into effect 
and “be respected and obeyed until altered and 
revoked by the same authority- 

They were also to be laid before Congress at its 
next session, buta compliance with this requiro- 
ment was not essential to their validity. 

“They were So laid before Congress at its. next ses- 
sion; but no action was taken, or considered neces- 
sary to their validity. Their provisions were mado 
known to the legislative power, and though the 
opportunity was thus given, they were never ques- 
tioned. This code of regulations, therefore, in ac- 
cordance withthe act of 1815, had all the effect and 
virtue of the law. | ere 

Most of its provisions are of a military and not of 
a civil character, There are, however, some provis- 
ions which relate to, and, I think, settle the principle 
in regard to allowances, namely, seven paragraphs 
(page 57,) relating to full and half pay and full anc 
halt rations; and six paragraphs, (pages 34 and 35,) 
on the subject of allowances for cabin furniture “on 
fitting out.” | aad 

Various amounts, ranging from fifty dollars to $750, 
were allowed to the commanding officers of naval 
vessels, according to the rating of the vessel and the 
rank of her commander, &c. , 

Atter the publication of those “regulations ” no 
further collection of regulations was made and pro- 
mulgated until 1832; but many separate orders, cir- 
culars, rules, and decisions have been from time.to 
time issued, but they remained scattered through the 
files and records.of the Department undigested, con- 
tradictory, and often obscure, | 

Mr. Secretary Woodbury, a distinguished jurist, 
afterward successor to Justice Story as justice of tho 
Supreme Court of the United States, collected, re- 
yised, and arranged them and others of a date earlier 
than 1817, and making choice of those only. which 
related to the civil, as distinguished t:om the mili- 
tary administration of the Navy, and adding such 
of his own as he thought necessary, published them 
in, 1832 in a small volume familiarly known as the 
*Red Book.” — ; : hes. 
- That learned and indefatigable Secretary intended 
{gee Red Book,” introduction) to have published in 

ike manner a digest of all the military. regulations 
of the Navy, but failed to do so. ase, 

By these Woodbury or * Red Book”: regulations 
(pages 11, 12, and 22) allowances were made for rent 
of quarters to officersattached to certain navy-yards 
and for ‘‘chamber money ” to officers attached to 
navy-yards where there were no quarters, and to 
officers attached to vessels but obliged to live onshore, 

The same volume (page 10) makes allowances 
place of ‘cabin furniture” to officers in comman 
of vessels, proportioned to their rank and the rating 
of their vessels, and. varying from ten dollarsa month 
to thirty dollars a month. be aan 

It also allowed, pages 22 and.23, commutations for 
light, and fuel, and servants to officers ‘stationed at 
navy-yards, in proportion to their rank, from twenty- 
eight cords of wood per annum, and sixty-five dol- 
lars per annum for candles, and twenty-four dollars 
a month for servants, allowed a captain command- 
ing, down to nine cords of wood, twelve: dollars a 
a month fora ser- 
vant allowed to a gunner. ' , SA. 
. These extra aliowanoes, thus made by thẹ'sominis+ 
sioners and. by Secretary. Woodbury, took effect as. 
matter of fact; they were regularly recognized by 
the Executive and Congress, estimated for by namo 
by every Secretary, and appropriated’ for ‘by every 
Congress, and remained in operation till afirma- 
tively Fostrained by the act of 1835, hereinafter men- 

loncd. ` A f 

This act of 1835 affirmatively forbade allowance 
for, tirst, the drawing of bills; second, the- receiving 


THE CONGRES 


SIONAL GLOBE. 


3551 


f money; third, the dishyrsing of money; fourth, 
the transaction of any business for the Government: 
fifth, servants; sixth, clothing of servants; seventh, 
rations of servants; eighth, rent of quarters; Hee \ 
rent for furniture ; tenth, lights; Ploventh, fuel i and | 
twelfth, transportation of baggage. It regulated , 
the allowance for mileage, which had existence only - 
as an allowance by executive authority, to ten cents 
a mile, and it limited rations, which existed by the ! 
same authority, to one a day. cae i 

It thus recognized tho power-then existing by: 


ulating it in others. | ; ie l 
rS the provision of. this act of 1835, until the act | 


of X pril 17, 1866, (Laws, 14, 38) all allowances, ex- || 


cept mileage, wero affirmatively forbidden by law. | 
This fact must be borne in mind in construing that | 
law of 1866. . A š 

The act of 1866 is a repealing act so far as it refers | 
to the prohibitory act of 1885.. It repeals only so _ 
much of the act of 1835 as relates to, first, rent of- 
quarters; second, rent of furniture; third, lights; 
fourth, fuel; and fifth, transportation of baggage; ` 
leaving under the bar of prohibition all other allow- | 
ances. It thus expressly removes the prohibition 


act of 1835, characterizing it as a prohibition, and | 
recognizing that thore was something to he‘prohib- 
ited, from which the check, was by this act removed. 
And this view is the more sure, as the -act-romov- | 
ing the prohibition discriminates, removing it from 
some, and leaving it as necessary to restrain others 
of the same nature. ? 

In the mean time the question of executive power 
to make allowances, in the absence of Jegislative 
restrictions, had been set at rest by the consent of 
Congress in the act of July 14, 1862, (Statutes, 12, 565,) 
which, in section five, expressly recognized the ex- 
isting regulations, and gave the Secretary of the 
Navy the power to make such alterations of regula- 
tions as he might choose to adopt, with the appro- 
bation of the President. fect, > 
tiong on all subject-matters within the purview of | 
departmental action, (allowances had, in the Mac- | 
daniel et al. cases, been already held to be so.) i 

Under these circumstances, and on the 23d day | 
of May, 1865, (acting, I believe, upon the advice of 
the Naval Committees of both Houses of Congress,) ; 


Mr. Welles, the then. Secretary of thé Navy, in the |! 


exercise of the power thus recognized and conferred, | 
and from which the prohibition had been thus re- | 
moved, made and isgued the general order of that į 
date. declaring, in effect, that the prohibition of the | 
act of 1835 was repealed by Congress to permit the | 
increase of the compensation of naval officers by the | 
exereise of the executive power to make allowances | 
for certain of their necessary expenses, and estab- | 
lishing a fixed rate in lieu of the varying, arbitrary 
allowances which he would otherwise be obliged to , 
settle in each case, CA 
This order, officially promulgated, was recognized ; 
by all the officers of the Government; and since that i 
‘time the amount necessary for the payment of the 
allowances has been rezularly estimated for and 
appropriated by Congress. i A 
The commission appointed in 13— to revise, ar- | 


range, and consolidate the statutes have also recog- |! 


nized this in, their report on the Jaws relating to the | 
Navy, page 43, section two hundred and twenty-six. 
From this history and these references and their | 
legal effect the conclusion is irresistible to my mind 
that the allowances are legal, and will so remain till 
taken away by act of Congress, approved by the 
President. ; Jos : 
You will perceive that I have confined this invest- 
igation wholly to the subject of the authority for and 
legal effect of the allowances referred to, without 
touching the general subject of the compensation of 
our naval officers, or attempting to discuss or illus- 
trate, either by argument or comparison, the ques- 
tion whether this is large.or small, either as a recog- 
nition of the services of our officers or as a support 
for their families. But,be this as it may, I think it 
is clear that. these allowances, which now are part | 
of their regular compensation, should only be super- 
seded by some definite and adequate provision, hon- 
orable alike to the Government and. to those who | 
have devoted their whole lives to its service. 
ery respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
GEORGE M. ROBESON, 
Bee 8 i Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. Evauwe Hawn, House of Representatives. 
. Mr. WASHBURN, ‘of Wisconsin., I rise 
for the purpose of opposing the, amendment 
of the gentleman from .Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
ScorieLD.] Ihave listened with great patience 
to the statement of the Secretary of the Navy 
which has just been read, for I could not 
decline to hear his. explanation of this matter. 
It will have been observed that it takes a very 
long argument on his part to prove that there 
ìs any authority for this payment., Now, I ask 
the attention of. the Committee of the Whole 
fora few moments while I show how short a 
statement will answer the allegations of my 
friend from Maine [Mr. Hate] and of the 
Secretary of the Navy. What is the history 
of this matter? I will state at the outset that 
the Second Comptroller of the Treasury, a 
most faithfu] ‘and. capable. officer, refused to 
pass these allowances, declaring then, as he 


In effect, to make regula- ;' 


taking away in some instances, and limiting and i Order. 


) _| managed in some way to obtain allowances to 
affirmatively placed upon certain allowances by the ! +} 


, Very greatly, doubling it, 


declares now, that they were in utter violation 
of law. But he was constrained by.the order 
of the Secretary to allow their payment. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. What Secretary? “| 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Sectd: 
tary Welles. ; eke <r 
Mr. HALE. The Secretary of the Navy has 
no right to give the Second Comptroller an 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Very: 
well; place the responsibility where you please; 
there was an order taking the responsibility 
from the Second Comptroller. 

: Now, what is the history of this transaction? : 


Before the yeat 1835 the pay of the Navy was | 


' very meager; I will show how much it was. | 
: In 1834 the pay of Lieutenant Farragut, now 


Admiral Farragut, was $1,045 a year; and he 


the amount of forty-seven dollars. ; 
_Mr. SCOFIELD. How much was the pay 
of a member of Congress then? It was eight 


believe. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. No matter 
what it was; it has nothing to do with this sub- 
ject. There was great complaint that the pay 
was toolow. Congress thought it too low, and 
in 1885 passed a new pay bill raising the pay 
think, or nearly so. | 
Congress in making this increase imposed a 
limitation in a provision declaring that the 
officers of the Navy should receive no other 
pay of any kind whatever. That provision 
remained in force—— 

Mr. HALE. That act does not cut off all _ 
allowances. . 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will | 
show what it cuts off. It cuts off the allowatices | 
in the same way that my amendment contem- i 
plates. I propose to reénact it. 

That provision remained in force: till 1866, | 
when the following proceedings took place in 
the Senate-on an appropriation bill: 

“ Mr.Griwes. I offer this amendment as an addi- 


tional section: , 

‘` Be it further enacted, &c., That the second section 
of an act entitled “An act to regulate the pay of the 
Navy of the United States,’ approved March 3, 1835, 
and all acts or parts of acts authorizing the appoint- 
mont of Navy agents be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. ; ve 
'**Mr. TRUMBULL. What‘is the effect of that? It 
seems to bo a general provision of law which has 
nothing to do, with an appropriation bill. I donot 
understand it, It seems to be a repeal of the law 
authorizing the appointment of Navy agents. 

“Mr. GRINES. That is.it.”? | 
. He did not intimate that the amendment 
affected in any way the pay of the Navy. He 
simply said that it cut off the appointment of 
Navy agents. 


“Mr. Fessenpen. They have been dispensed with | 
already. : f 
“Mr. TRUMBULL. How?. By law? $ : 
** Mr. Conness. By the action of the Department. 
“The amendment was agreed to.” 


That is all that took place in the Senate | 
when this proviso was repealed. The bill came 
back to the House, where the amendment was 
disagreed to. A committee of conference was 
appointed; and my friend from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. ScorteLp] knows what takes place in 
committees of conference, for I have often 
heard him rail against such committees. The 
committee of conference did not agree to that 
amendment. They agreed to a portion of it; 
but they retained this part of the section which 
Mr. Grimes sought to repeal, and it still stands 
on the statute-book unrepealed : 


“It is hereby expressly declared that the yearly 
allowance provided in‘this act is all the pay, com- 
‘pensation, and allowance that shall be received | 
‘under any circumstances whatever by such officer 
or person, except for traveling expenses.” 


Mr. ARCHER. The gentleman will permit | 
me to say that the conference committee agreed 
to no such thing. The Congressional Globe 
shows that they agreed to amendment No. 11, 
the amendment of Mr. Grimes, which -pro- 
vided for the total repeal of the second section 
of the act of 1835. ; a j 

Heré the hammer fell. ] | 


r. SCOFIELD, I withdraw my amend- | 


ment, that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Logan] may renew it. 

_Mr. LOGAN. I renew the amendment. 
Mr. Chairman, I think the debate on this 
proposition ought at least to cause the House 
to reflect seriously as to its duty with reference 
to this particular proposition. Whenever a 
provision of law is so vague, indefinite, and un- 
certain as to cause so much debate, pro and con, 
as to whether a particular provision is in force, 
I think this fact affords sufficient evidence that 
we should do something to make the haw cer- 
tain. If, as has been well said by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. WASHBURN, ] it required 
such a speech—for I can call it nothing else—as 
that of the Secretary of the Navy, delivered 


here. by proxy through the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scorreup,] to prove that 


|: question from all doubt. 
dollars a day during the session of Congress, I |: 


' the law on the subject. 


there is. legal authority for this allowance, I 
think there is a necessity that we should adopt 
some positive enactment which shall free the 
I am in favor of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
which provides that all these allowances shall be 
cut off, and that the naval officers shall be paid 
the amount provided by law ontside of these 
allowances. If their regular pay is not suffi- 
cient I am willing to vote to provide a specific 
salary for each of these officers. 

I am in fuvor of making the pay sufficient ; 
but let us have it fixed and certain, so that it 
will not require the reading of the statutes from 
1795 to 1870 to show what is the condition of 
It is very easy for us 


; to arrange this matter so that our legislation 


| 


can be understood by anybody. We ought not 
to permit this allowance of thirty-three per 
cent. to be paid by a mere order of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy. The House will rememper 
that in 1864 we provided that the officers of 
the Army should receive an extra allowance 
of, I believe, thirty-three per cent., in addition 
to their ordinary pay and allowances. In 1865 
we continued it. Then we repealed it and. 
struck off the thirty three per cent. allowed 
to the officers of the Army, for the reason that 
it made their pay unnecessarily complicated. 
For the same reason that it was stricken from 
the pay of the officers of the Army at the last 
session of Congress it ought to be stricken from 
the pay of the officers of the Navy. I hope, 
therefore, the amendment of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin may be adopted, so we may 
have some definite rule for the payment of 
officers of the Navy as well as officers of the 
Army. ` Te 
_. [Here the hammer fell.] _ 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman 


| from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasapurn] the other 


day, when he closed his general speech on this 
Navy appropriation bill, made some remark- 
able admissions. I do not know whether they 


| were made in reference to this particular mat- 


ter of extra pay to officers of the Navy or not. 


i He said the Navy Department was carried 
| on in total disregard of law, under the direc- 


tion and by the advice of a ‘favored few ;” 
that it was used for the “glorification of cer- 
tain officers, their frierds, and flatterers;” 
that there was an irresponsible party who 
stood between the nominal Secretary. of the 
Navy and the various bureaus of the Depart- 
ment, and who ran both the Navy Department 
and the Navy in other interests than those of 
the people. I do not know, Mr. Chairman, 
whether the gentleman had reference, when 
he used that language, to this matter of extra 
pay, which is the subject matter of his amend- 
atory proviso to the first section of this bill. 
If he did, it has as much reference to Secre- 
tary Welles as to the present Secretary of the 
Navy. He could not have meant this extra 
pay of thirty-three and. a third per cent., for 
his language would be peculiarly inapt and 
unjust if so intended. The truth is, the pres- 
ent administration.of the Navy Department 
is obnoxious to the severest criticigm for its 
imbecility of administration. It has been 
ridiculed for its double-headedness; that is, 
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for its divided or Japanese system of responsi- 
bility, Ithas its Mikado and Tycoon. One 
ig the real power and the, other is the ostensi- 
ble power. I refer to the Admiral and the 
Secretary. It is, moreover, obnoxious for its 

. conspicuous lack of order, law-abiding spirit, 
and economy. _ 


The gentleman from Wisconsin himself has | 


said that there was in the present. administra- 


tion of the Navy Department extravagance, — 


profligacy, and abuses. I da.notknow, but I 
do not believe, that he applied these, terms 
especially tothis particular matter of extra pay 
which he has now brought before the committee. 
There was enough to predicatehisremarks upon; 
without giving them. this enplicaon. There 
was the defigicney.-bill which the Committee 
on Appropriations brought before us, ina hurry, 
some tuonths ago. ‘There were the estimates, 
so extraordinary that the com 

them down nearly $8,000,000. 
extravagances hereafter to be discussed, More- 


over, in reference to this particular, matter of 
extra, pay, tp speak frankly, I donot believe || 
the prescut Secretary of the Navy is so grossly ` 
wrong as the gentleman from Ghio (Mr. Mor- |, 


GAN] and the gentleman from Wisconsin. (Mr. 


Wasubecrx] would make out. It is notneces- | 
sary to have the present administration of the | 


Navy defended or attacked in reference toany- 


thing which is has done ia imitation of the late : 


. coe bt ` ¥ dy . >» x b 
inteiligent, fearless, law-abiding ad ministration 
of the Navy Department, of Gideon, Welles. It 


has sins. enough of itsown. The administra- | 


Welles cannot be criticised wit 


t 


tion ot Mr 


justice or with honesty as a law-defying De- ` 


artmeut. 1 am happy, to defend that admin- 


istration of the Navy Department. I do it the '; 
mofe, cheerfully because it has no patronage 


to bestow, and because when it had, I never 
received anything from it., , . 


` Lam not, as a, Démocrat, in any sense re- 


sponsible for,the eight yedrs of service of Mr. j 


Weiles ; but ih justice to him, in justice to his 
able and distinguished service, in justice to the 
Republican Presidents who appointed and con- 


tinued lim, and in justice to the Republican | 


party which sustained him, aud which has no 
defender here now, 1 staud here alone to ask 


that he may have decent respect and a fair hear- ; 
ve on my desk a statement from him, | 
i hitn. , Upon a fair consideration of this mat- | 
ter-—and I have given it some consideration— | 
i I am free to say that if you except the four . 
Welles did in reference to this thirty-threa per |; 


ing f 


which L hope may be read. It is brief, and 


like all his papers pointed Bnd praene From | 


this staiement it will appear that all Secretary 


cent. was done with the. knowledge of Congress 


and its Naval Conimittees; and under their | 
| the judgment of gentlemen with whom I am 
! associated and with, whom I have conferred, 
men who stand high here in this House as : 
economists. I Will say further, that it is far : 


approval and sanction Congress appropriated 
the money by whicli his order was made effect- 


ive., It, therefore, he has done anything wrong 


in this matter, if he has.disregarded law; the j; 
Republican Congress dnd its committees must |) 
i! it is below the provisions made by the distin- |: 
| guished gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Locaw] | 
, in the bill which he introduced à short time ; 
Ohio and the gentleman front Wiscónsin, that | si T | 
l; then, this view be correct; if the pay of the : 
lt naval officers, including thè thirty-three. and a | 
i] third per cent. , is just what it should bë, neither | 


share the responsibility with biin. 
Mr. MORGAN... So it should., 


` Mr. COX. Lagreé with the etitlenian frön ‘i 


the present administrațion.of the Navy Depart- 
ment is rotten from stern to,bow. There 18 no 
comparison betivéen the present ãnd the pre- 
‘vious administration af Secretary Welles. { 


woyld hot compare the two. Icannot compare | 
a canal scow, to a great ocean steamer. , | ask | 
‘to have ‘read the statement, in order that wë |; 
l! of anarchy and chaos in which they formerly |: 
acted. It isno justification of the law-defying | A 

i . . If you adopt this amendment of mine, you || 
teave things in statu quo ; you leave the payof | 
the Navy as it now is, neither increasing itnor | 
decreasing it except so far as the four higher |, 


may understand upon what ground Mr. Welles 


extravagances which, may have been 
oat, of which may hereatter bé pointe 
the administration of this weakest of all the 
weak Departments of this weakest of all weak 
‘Administrations since this Govérnment began, 
The committee has allowed a statement of the 
present Secretary to be read by. unanimous 
consent, and I hope there will be no objection 
to the reading of the statement of the late Sec- 
-retary es N: 

[Here the hammer fel] — a3 
Mr. DICKEY. I hope there will be no 
‘objection to reading a page from the log of 
that Most avcient mariner. 


ointed 


ittee has cut. 
“here areother ` eC 
, the amendment is in order. 
read the rule in regard to amendments which ! 
| appointed Secretary Welles. 
|, have it read. . 


_.* No appropriation shall be reported in such gen- |: 
i eral appropriation bills, or be in order as an amend- | 
hereto, for any expenditure not proviously | 

‘| authorized by law, unless in continuation of appro- |! 
priations for such public works and objects as aro |: 
: already in progress, and fot the contingencies for || 
cartying on the several Departments of the Govern- |; 

: ule l been decided that under |; 
this rulo it js. not in order to proposo an amend- |! 


out in |, 


iit 


Mr. HILL. I object to it. I object to iton 
account of the denunciation of Mr. Robeson, 
the present Secretary of the Navy, with which 
the gentleman has introduced it, - It is not the 
right way to ask for justice for one Secretary 


by doing injustice to another Secretary. 
Mr. STE 


man will find clearly in order. 


consin [Mr: Wasszpury] the following words: 


And the payment of thirty-three and a third per 
cent. additional, provided for and ordered in and by 
the general order of the Secretary of the Navy, dated 
May 23, 1866, shall be continued and paid out of this 
appropriation to all officers of the 
grado of commodore. 


amendment in order? 

Mr. STEVENS. 

that it is glean in order. 
. The CHAIRM 


may be made to pees appropriation bills. 
The Clerk read as follows : 


ment t 


ment.’ — Rule 120. [It has 
ment to a gencral appropriation bill which changes 
an existing law. But it was also decided that the 
latter branch of the rule not only permitted amend- 


ments. increasing salaries, but was framed for that | 


very purpose.]’ 


that the object of the amendment of the gen- 


tleman from New Hampshire being to increase | 


the pay of these officers, if it is proper to in- 


|| erease.salaries in au appropriation bill, the pay | 
‘| may be increased. 
NT, x hair re | r 
fees STEVENS. Mr. Chairman, ve have | clination to ʻattompt to equalize the pay of the two 
| been discussing here for a long timg this ques- ; 


tion of pay, and I desire very briéfly to cali the 


| attention: of the committee to what is the pres- 


ent condition of things us régards the pay of 
officers of the Navy. 


| this committee who will say that he believes | 
the pay of the officers.of the Navy is too much, | 


then I certainly must entirely disagree with 


higher grades of admiral, vice admiral, rear 


| admiral, and commodore, the pay of the naval 


officers to-day is fair and. equitable. ` Such is 


below the pay of officers of the Army, arid that 
since, and:which has passed this House. If, 


more nor less, I ask the committee, why should 


we now seek to.disturb the existing arrange- || d te ez o e 
ii from the Commissioner of Pensions exposing 
| vast frauds in regard to pension certificates. 


ment and. bring, back the pay-roll and pay- 


table of, the Navy Department to the state 


existed? 


rades which my.amendment excepts are con- 
cerned, Now, is not this a cléor and distinct 


|| proposition addiessed to the good sense and 
| fair judgment of this House, to say that in this 
| appropriation 


bill we will not disturb the pay 
of the Navy? If Mr. Welles issued an illegal 


order, let us remember that four or five Con- 


gresses have recognized that order, and by | 
implication legalized it by making appropria- , 1esé | r 
ions to meet it and to pay the Navy under it. |i proviso shou d be adopted, and what it would 


ENS. I propose to offer the fol- | 
lowing amendment, which I think the Chair- | 
I move to add | 
to the amendment of the gentleman frdm Wis- | 
| of this question heretofore, but let us place the 
| matter in a legal form with legal force and say 


avy below the ; 


AN. The Chair decides that | 
The Clerk will | 


£ there is any man on | t 
y i| those whose welfare was to à degrec in his keeping. 


` the 


| from officials of their own party. 


Let us uot forget that if Mr. Welles committed 
an act of doubtful legality, we or our prede- 
cessots have heretofore recognized that act as 
a legal one so far as they could by implication 
in voting appropriations to carry it out. And 
whether that order'in its origin was legal or 
illegal, whether its legality was doubtful or 
certain, let us to-night legalize it, not allowing 
ourselves: to be carried away by any false sen- 
timent which may have arisenin the discussion 


tothéNavy, “ Thereis yourpay as you have had 


|| it for the last four or five years, legalized by 


the action of Congress; take it and go your 


1 i; way.’ I ask a vote on my amendment. 
` Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Is that | 
; | ment of the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
I think it will be found |) 
| Clerk’s desk as a part of my remarks a state- 


Mr. MUNGEN. I rise to oppose the amend- 
and in the first place I ask to have redd at the 


ment of Mr. Welles, late Secretary ofthe Navy, 
the reading of which was objected to just now 
by gentlemen belonging to the party which 

I would hie to 


The Clerk read as follows: 

“ Critfcism has been made on order No, 73, giving 
ihe Navy officers thirty-three percent. in lieu ofextra 
allowances. These extra allowances had formerly 
been allowed, but were prohibited by act of Congress 
in 1835, That act was repealed in 1866, for the pur- 
pose of enabling the Secretary to issue order No. 75. 
That order was immediately published and mado 
known to members of Congress and all others. There 


' wero one or two members, and but one or two, who 


took exception to it, and they were advised, if they 


i thought proper, to bring the subject before Congress, 


when the question of Army and Navy pay could be 


| taken up and equalized. The Army officers were not 


Lhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion | 


|| were receiving extrit allo 


only drawing higher pay than Navy officers, but 

i ances by order of tho Sec- 
retary of War. This was causing great discontent. 
Gonoral WasHBurn and other Army officers may 
not have known the fact, but Navy officers of that 
day did. , There was a strong pressure for increased 
naval pay, but there was hesitation and reluctance 
to mect the subject direct—the Army influence 
greatly overpowered the Navy—there was a disin- 


services, though none denicd its justice, and the ree 
sult was, instead of raising Navy pay to Army piy, 
arepeal of the law of 1835, by which naval ofitcers 
were prohibited allowances and by whieh they would 
be benefited. This devolved the whole subject on, 
the Secretary of the Navy, who was not negligent of 


He knew that Congress had ah object #f repealing 
the law of 1825, and he knew what that object was, 
"Eho order No. 75 was no secret. Congress knew 
of it and took no steps to annul it. On the contrary 
they have made annually the necessary appropria- 
tions to carry it into effect. It was believed by the 
Secretary and others, when tho order was jssued, 
that it would not stand without comment, and that 
discussion would bring about equality of pay with 
Army. In all that he did the then Secretary 
acted in concert with the Naval Committees of the 
two Houses and also with such membors as attended 


i to their legislative duties with but two or three cx- 


ceptions, and these, in view of all the facts, appeur 
to have acquiesced ; at all events no objections were 
macdein cither House, This explanation seems neces- 
sary to a correct understanding of the case on.the 


' part of the gentlemen who were not members when 


the act of 1866 was passed repealing tho law of 1835, 
and who may not have examined the subject. There 


| was a design in repealing the law of 1835 well under- 


stood, whatever may have been the discussion, or 


i whether there was none at all.” 


Mr. MUNGEN. I simply desire to say that 
this is the second time to-day that gentlemen 
opposite have objected to the reading of papers 


This morn- 
ing they objected to the reading of 4 statement 


And inasmuch as Secretary Robeson’s state- 
ment was read, I desired that the statement of 
ex-Secretary Welles should also be heard. I 
care nothing about this amendment, and that 
is all I have to say. 
Mr. STEVENS. 
athend ment now. en ee ; 
Mr. DAWES. I hope the getttleman will 
withdraw his amendment for a moment or two. 
I will renew it.. as eg es 
Mr. STEVENS. . I withdraw it against my 
own judgment. ae oe 
Mr. DAWES. Irenewit. I think it is but 
fairthatthe House should know just what would 
be the compensation of these officers if the 


I would like a Vote on my 
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be if the proviso should not be adopted; and 
that is all I desire to state. If the proviso 
should be adopted, and the statutory pay of the 
Navy should remain without addition, it would 
be as follows: the Admiral would receive, 
when atsea, $10,000; with the thirty-three and 
athird per cent. added it would be $13,333; 
the Vice Admiral would receive $7,000; with 
the thirty-three and a third per cent. it 
would be $9,333; the rear admirals would 
receive $5,000 without it, with it $6,666; the 
commodores would receive without it $4,000, 
with it $5,333; the captains would receive 


without it $3,500, with it $4,666; the com- | 


manders would receive without it $2,800, with 
it $8,783; the lieutenant commanders would 
receive without it $2,348, with it $3,124; the 
lieutenants would receive without it $1,875, 
with it $2,500; the masters would receive with- 


out it $1,500, with it $2,000; the ensigns would | 


receive without it $1,200, with it $1,600. That 
is the sea pay and the statute pay as put down 
in the Naval Register, which is what I have 
read from. i 

Mr. WELKER. Which proviso does the 
gentleman speak of? 

Mr. DAWES. The proviso of the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin, {Mr. Wasnsurnn.] If 
the provizo of the gentleman from New Hamp- 


master will receive greater pay than a com- 
modore. 

Mr. STEVENS. Oh, no; the gentleman 
cannot show that. 

Mr. DAWES. A captain will receive greater 
pay than a commodore. I submit that a fixed 
salary is what we ought to adopt. 
pensation which I have read here, beginning 
with $10.000 and ending with $1,600 for the 
lowest officer, is not enough, then let as fix it 
at some particular limit above that. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. The pay which the gentle- 
man uom aoe aie {Mr. Dawgs] ited 
to is the sea pay. majority, perhaps, ò 
the officers of the Navy are on hors duty or 
waiting orders, and their: pay is very mach 
less. But, sir, they were not waiting orders 
dering the war. And they would not be wait- 
ing orders to-morrow or e month hence if the 
exigencies of the country required their ser- 
vices. The pay of Navy officers ought to be 
at least enough to enable them to live and to 
let their families live with something of gen- 
eral propriety, and their pay is not more than 
that now. These men, perhaps educated by 
the country, are not generally men of fortune. 
The nation has no right to doom them to celib- 
acy, or, if they have families, to doom their 
families to poverty. 


The pay of naval officers as adjusted by the |i 


late Secretary of the Navy, under the order 
whieh has been so much commented upon 
here, was not a personal act of his. I was at 
that time a member of the Naval Committee of 
this House. I know that the members of the 
Naval Committees of both Houses of Congress 
were fully consulted by the Secretary of the 
Navy, and that the action of Congress was then 
invited upon the question. And each year then 
and thereafter Congress has approved that order 
by making appropriations consistent therewith. 
Now, if aae is to reduce the pay of the 
officers of the Navy, let it be done fairly and 
squarely. Say openly that men who are liable 
to be upon the ocean, two or three years at a 
time, who are called upon to represent its 
dignity at home and abroad, and its hospitality 
abroad, and to maintain their families at home, 
shall not have pay commensurate with the pay 
of officers of the Army. ~ 

Mr. STEVENS. I desire to interrupt the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] 
long enough to say that I do not think the 
remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr Dawes] were quite ingenuous, when he 
undertook to apply my amendment to commo- 
deres, rear admirals, vice admirals, and the 
Admiral of the Navy, for they are specially 
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If the com- | 
i amendment is in the control of the gentleman 
i from New Hampshire, [Mr. Stevens.] He 


excepted from the operation of my amend- | 


ment. 
Mr. KELLEY. Iamgladthegentleman from 
New Hampshire [Mr. Stevens] has pressed 


these facts upon the attention of the Commit- | 


tee of the Whole. This is to pay the increase 


of salaries to the subordinate officers of the | 


Navy, the young men, the poorer men of the 
service. 
Mr. HALE. If the gentleman ftom Masse- 


chusetts (Mr. Dawes] will withdraw theamend- | 


ment to the amendment I will renew it. 
Mr. DAWES. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will 
say this for my friend from New Hampshire, 
[Mr. Stevens, }—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasuzurn] renew the 
amendment to the amendment? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 


saying—— 
Mr. STEVENS. I rise to a question of 


er. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 


state it. 
. Mr. STEVENS. I t to inquire what 
shire [Mr. Srevexs] is added to that, then a |, S want to inquire wha 


amendment is pending ? N 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘That is what the Chair 


|| is endeavoring to find out. 


Mr. HALE. I understood the gentleman 


from Massachusetts to withdraw the amend- . 


ment to the amendment, and I propose to 
renew it. 


Mr. DAWES. The amendment to the 


can withdraw it. 


Mr. STEVENS. I prefer not to withdraw it. 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the amend- | 


ment, and upon the amendment to the amend- 
ment, has been exhausted. 
The question was upon the améndment 


moved by Mr. Stevens, to add to the amend- |; 


ment moved by Mr. WasHgurn, of Wisconsin, 
the following: l 

Provided further. That the payment pf the thirty- 
three and one third per cent. additional provided for 
and ordered in and by the general orlerof the 
retary ef the Navy, dated May 23, 1866, 


cers of the Navy below the građe of commodore. 

The question was taken ; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 82, 
voting. 

Mr. STILES. I-move that the eommittee 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. 


Cessna having taken the chair as Speaker | 
e, Mr. Evpripes reported that the | 


pro tempor 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the ' 
Union, according to order of the House, had |, 


had under consideration the Union generally, 
and particularly the special order, House bill 
Neo. 1533, making appropriations for the naval 
service for tho fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1871, aad had come te no resolution thereon. 

Mr. DICKEY. I move that the House now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at nine o’clock and forty-five minutes p. m.) 
the House adjourned. - vs 


: PETITIONS. 
The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, aad referred to the appropriate com- 
mittees : 


By Me. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The | 


petition of the American Cable Company for 
aid in laying a cable to Europe via the Azores 


lands. | 
By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of W. Has- | 


tings; of California, praying the impeachment 
sal removal from oios of Stephen J. Field, 


| one of the associate justices of the. Supreme 


It is the amendment of the . 
gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. STE- - 
, VENS.] He has the control of it. 


I move | 
to apply it to commodores, for the purpose of | 


See- || 
shall be eon- i; 
tinued and Rid out of this appropriatien to all offi- i 


noes 49; no quorum ; 


Court of the United States, for reasons set 
forth under oath. 

Also, the petition of the same party, praying 
| the impeachment and removal from office of 
|, Ogden Hoffman, judge of the district court of 
|| the United States for the district of California, 
|| and preferring charges under oath. 

By Mr. LEWIS: The petition of S. G. Fer- 
guson and others, for the passage of an act 
releasing V.S. Hay, late quartermaster of the 
eleventh regiment of Kentucky volunteers, 
: from the payment of all quartermaster and 
commissary charges against him. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of 
Mitchell W. McCoon, of Sevier county, Ten- 
nessee, praying the removal of his political 
disabilities. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Caroline McGhee, 
widow of Lemuel McGhee, company I’ second 
regiment Tennessee infantry volunteers, pray- 
. ing for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Avery M. Beck, of 
Tennessee, praying for the emolument of her 
late husband, 

By Mr. PAINE: A petition of Cigar Makers’ 
Union No. 25, of Milwaukee, for modification 
of tax on cigars. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of J. Thomp- 
son, jr., of Goochland county, Virginia, pray- 
| ing the removal of his legal and political dis- 
| abilities imposed by the fourteenth article of 
| amendments to the Constitution. 


i 
HI 
HAI 

t 


| 
| 
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| IN SENATE. 
Wepyesbayr, May 18, 1870. 
ein Aes by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
. MAN, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


|; The bill (H. R. No. 1890) to remove legal 
< and political disabilities from Isauc H. Chris- 
tian was read twice by its title. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. If itisin order to doso, 
I move that that bill be put upon its passage. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. It can be done 


by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Then I ask unanimous 
consent to put it on its passage. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is it? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A bill removing 
-| disabilities from Isaac H. Christian. 

‘| Mr: EDMUNDS. I do not like that way 
of doing business. 

Mr. SUMNER. The billoughtto be referred. 
{ must insist on its reference. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
|| Massachusetts insists on the reference of the 
! bill, and it will be referred to the select Com- 
| mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


; Mr. CONKLING. I present the proceed- 
| ings of a public meeting recently held in the 


city of New York. It wasa large assemblage, 
| comprising some of the wisest and most far- 
seeing men of that great city, as well as some 
of the most patriotic; and the meeting pro- 
nounced in strong language and with entire 
unanimity in favor of any measure or oppor- 
tunity which may arise for the aequisition of 
the bay of Samana and the territory of San 
Domingo. Inasmuch as I know of no legis- 
lative business pending before any committee 
of this body which would render it appropriate 
for these proceedings to go there, I ask simply 
if that they lie on the table. - `: i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. : They will lie on 
the table. , 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented resolu- 
tions of the Legislatare of Iowa, in favor of an 
| appropriation for:the completion of the water 
|| route from the Mississippi to Lake Miehigan, 
|| by way of the Wisconsin and Fox rivers; which 
weru referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
‘| Mr. SUMNER presented the ‘petition of 
| Charles Colburn, praying payment ofa balance 


3554 


which he alleges to be due to him for services 
as yeoman in the United States Navy; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. COLE presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of balifornia, asking the construc- 
tion of a suitable building for the use of the 
United States Goverement on the block of | 
land situated in the city and county of San : 
Francisco, known as the custom-house block; | 


Buildings and Grounds. 


He also presented a resolution of the Legis- : 


lature of California, asking to have the city of 
Vallejo lawfully declared a port of entry under | 
the laws of the United States; which was : 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. COLE. [also present the petition of 
Enoch Lott, who represents that onthe 3d day 
of July, 1868, while in the employ of the quar- 
termaster’s department at Kodiac, Alaska ter- | 
ritory, he met with a serious accident while | 
some soldiers of the United States Army were 
engaged in firing an old Russian cannon some 
thirty feet distant from where he was standing, 
when the piece exploded, and a portion of 
which struck his left leg below the knee, caus- 
ing a fracture of the larger bone and dislocat- 
ing the other, and not having them properly 
set at the time of the accident he was left with 


ii 


which was referred to the Committee on Public | 


a short, deformed leg; while in this condition 


his name was dropped from the pay-rolls of the : 


quartermaster’s department, to date from July 
8, 1868, the date upon which the accident 
occurred. 
may grant him compensation from the time he 
left San Francisco until he returned to it, in - 
accordance with the terms of hisagreement. I 


move the reference of this petition to the Com- || 


mittee on Claims. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is ita claim for 
military services? Such claims have frequently 
been referred to the Committee on Military 
‘Affairs. 

Mr. COLE. I hardly know to what com- 
mittee it should be referred; but I think it had 
better go to the Committee on Claims. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so 
referred. 

Mr. COLE. Ialso presenta concurrentreso- 
lution of the Legislature of the State of Cali- 
fornia, representing that the Presidio reserva- 


tion in that State, only a small proportion of || 
which is needed for military uses, should be | 


devoted, as has been suggested by a bill intro- 


some very strong reasons why that use of the | 


reservation should be made; that it is well li 
watered and the soil productive, and is capable | 


of being beautified and made a place of attrac- 


tion for the people of that city. They set forth || 
also that a good deal of the outside lands of |; 


the city are drifting sand and not, therefore, 
capable of being converted into an attractive | 
and beautifal park. i | 

Aside from this resolution, I can atate that | 
the people of that city are exceedingly anxious 
to have such use made of the Presidio reser- 
vation, which occupies the point or angle formed 
by the Golden Gate and the Pacific ocean; and 
contains some sixteen or seventeen hundred 
acres of ground. There certainly can be no 
reason why so large a military reservation 
should be retained by the Government actually 
in the city of San Francisco, and not far from 
the center of the city. There has been, to be 
sure, an adverse report upon the bill on this 
subject; but the case is on the Calendar, and I | 
move that this resolution lie on the table for 
consideration at the time that bill is called up 
for action. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
H. W. Carter, of Culpepper county, Virginia ; 
of Thomas L. Jones and of William J. Car- 


He therefore prays that Congress ‘' 


county, Virginia; of John R. Chambliss, of 
Hicksford, Aroni: of Thomas D. Lewis, 
of Accomac Court-House, Accomac county, 
Virginia; of J. H. Warren, W. T. Penning- 


ton, and J. B. Northington, of Mecklenburg |! 


county, Virginia, and of Alexander Bowie, 


of King George county, Virginia, praying the |! 


removal of their political disabilities; which i; ness to introduce, 


were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 


He also presented the petitions of John Dab- |; 


ney, of Alleghany Springs, Montgomery county, 


i Virginia; of M. H. Fitzpatrick, of Nelson coun- 
ty; Virginia; of Thornton Triplett, of Campbell i 


county, Virginia; of James C. Gregory, of 


| Mecklenburg county, Virginia; of Robert A. 


Camm, of Campbell county, Virginia; of Wil- 
liam A. Gray, of Chapel Hill, Fluvanna county, 


! Virginia; of Samuel W. Hensley, of Bedford 
county, Virginia; of Booker F. Smith and A. j 


M. Jennings, of Campbell county, Virginia; 
of S. D. McDearmon, of Appomattox county, 
Virginia; of James L. Arthur, of Bedford 
county, Virginia; of A. A. North, of Appo- 


mattox county, Virginia, and of Jonathan | 


Browning, of Albemarle county, Virginia, 
praying the removal of their political disabil- 


ities; which were referred to the select Com- | 


mittee on the Removal of Political Disabil- 
ities. ; 

He'also presented the petitions of M. P. Shel- 
ton, of Nelson county, Virginia; of Thomas 
F. Perkins, of Buckingham county, Virginia; 
of Thomas A. Kasey, of Bedford county, Vir- 


| ginia; of Robert Johnson, of Bedford county, 


Virginia; of Samuel R. Jackson, of Westmore- 


` land county, Virginia, and of Gabriel H. Page, 


enter, of Hanover county, Virginia; of J. A. 
ackner, of Washington county, Virginia; of 
E. A. Drumright, of Mecklenburg county, Vir- 
ginia; of Robert B. Chappell, of Mecklenburg 


| 


of Nelson county, Virginia, praying the re- 
moval of their political disabilities; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. CASSERLY presented a resolution of 
the Legislature of California, asking the estab- 
lishment of a semi-weekly mail route between 
the town of Snelling and the town of San Luis, 
in Merced county, via Hopeton, Alexandria, 
Dover, Hill’s Ferry, and Cottonwood; and 
also the establishment of post offices at Hill's 
Ferry, Cottonwood, and San Luis Ranch; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of California, asking the passage of a 


c ' bill granting land in aid of the construction of 
duced in Congress, to the use of the city of San | 
Francisco for a public park. They set forth | 


a canal for mining and irrigating purposes from 


the mountain lakes in El Dorado county, via || 


Placerville, to the city of Sacramento ; which 
wasreferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


He also presented a copcurrent resolution i 


of the Legislature of California, asking the 


speedy construction of a ship-canal between | 


the Atlantic and the Pacific across the Isthmus 
of Darien ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. LEWIS presented the petition of Wil- © 


liam M. Slaughter, of Orange county, Virginia, 
praying the removal of his political disabilities; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

. Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of 
John McMillan, late private company H, sev- 
enth Michigan infantry volunteers, praying for 
a pension on account of disability incurred in 
the United States military service ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


BILL RECOMMITTED. 


Mr. SPENCER. Some time ago the bill 
(S. No. 182) for the relief of the heirs of Wil- 


liam A. Hines, deceased, was indefinitely post- 


May 18, 


vate Land Claims. Is there objection? The 
Chair hears none, and that order will be made. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. STEWART. IL ask unanimous consent 
' to take up House joint resolution No. 86. 
Mr. SUMNER. I havesome morning busi- 


Mr. STEWART. I will yield to the morn- 
ing business after this matter is taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
i Nevada ask unanimous consent to take up the 
joint resolution indicated by him. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let it be read for inform- 


ation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the regular 
order. f 

Mr. SUMNER. Ihave some resolutionsto 


offer. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The regular order 
is called for, and reports of committees are in 
order. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 1899) for the relief of Captain David 
Beaty’s company of independent scouts, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a motion to print 
the letter of the Treasurer of the United States 
transmitting the accounts current for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department for the fis- 
cal years 1867 and 1868, have instructed me 
to report back the motion to print adversely, 
i and I ask that the documents be referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
I hope they will take good care of them. 
[Langhter.] I donot know what the law is that 
requires the transmission of these documents, 
that are very expensive to copy and of no use 
when they are copied ; but the law ought to be 
revised, 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the adverse report of the committee 
will be regarded as agreed to, and the docu- 
ments will be referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. . 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pri- 
| vate Land Claims, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Susan H. Kearney for the can- 
| firmation of title to certain land in New Mex- 
| ico, submitted a report accompanied by a bill 
i (S. No. 926) to confirm the title of Benjamin 
E. Edwards, his heirs, assigns, or legal repre- 
sentatives, to a certain tract of land in the Ter- 


| ritory of New Mexico. 


The bill was read and passed to the second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

. Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
_ Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 771) forthe reliefof Zacha- 


> riah Pettijohn, reported it without amendment. 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Texas, from the Com- 


| mittee on Indian A ffairs, to whom was referred 
© the bill (S. No. 849) to authorize the sale of 


poned. I ask that by unanimous consent that | 


vote be reconsidered and the bill be recom- 


Claims. 


a x ! House 
mitted to the Committee on Private Land | to the 


t 
! 


| 
| Mr. RICE. 


certain lands reserved for the use of the Men- 
. omonee tribe of Indians, in the State of Wis- 
_ consin, reported it with amendments. 


ARKANSAS HOT SPRINGS. 


I wish to make a report from 
i the committee of conference in relation to the 
Hot Springs reservation in Arkansas; and I 
' ask for its adoption. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This report was 
| recommiited to the committee for the purpose of 
' correcting some clerical errors. It will be read. 
The Secretary read the report, as follows: 

' The committee of conference on the disagreeing 
: vetes of the two Houses on the amendment of theo 
to the bill of the Senate (S. No. $5) in relation 
Hot Springs reservation in Arkansas, having 


| met, after full and free conference have agreed to 


l 


The “VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator |: recommend. and do recomnmend to their respective 


from Alabama asks that the bill to which he 
refers, which was indefinitely postponed, may 
be regarded as reconsidered by unanimous 
consent and referred to the Committee on Pri- 


Í 
i 


uses, as follows: phe tl 
| That the Senate recede from its disagreément to 
| the amendment of the House, and agree to thesame 
' with the following amendments: . ps 
| Section one, line four, after institute ” insert 


| “against the United States.” 


1870. 


Section one, line five, strike out from the word 
“final” to the word “any.” . .. 

Line five, after the word “final” insert “decision.” 

Line six, strike out the words “ and establish,” 

Line seven, strike out *‘ suits” and in lieu thereof 
insert “suit.” g 

Section two, line four, strike out tho words 


near as may be 


as 


Strike out all from the word “ States,” in the sixth | 


line, to the word “and,” in the seventh line. 


Line nine, strike out “such ” and in lieu thereof | 


insert “the.” — 
Line nine, strike out the word “‘ usually.” 
Line nine, after the word “‘equity ” insert the 
words ‘‘so far.” 
Section three, line ono, strike out the words 


“process in” and in lieu thereof insert the words . 


“notice of.” 


Line three, after the word “thereof” insert the ` 


words ‘with a copy of the petition.” 

Section four: strike out all of section four. 

Section six, strike out all from the word ‘'shall,”’ in 
the second line, to the word “the” before ** United,” 
in the fourth line. 

Sectionsix, line two, after “shall” insert the words 
“decide in favor of.” j 

Section six, strike out all from the word ‘‘shall.” 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3000 


sioners of quarantine, or other 
ities of the State of New Yor 
Tilinois for quarantine purposes. 

Mr. FENTON. I ask for the present con- 
sideration of this joint resolution ; and if there 
is any objection, a word of explanation, which 
I shall ask permission to make, I think will 
satisfy every Senator. 

By unanimous consent, the joint resolution 
was read three times, and passed. It proposes 


proper author- 
, the steamer 


| to authorize the Secretary of War, in his dis- 


cretion, to place gratuitously, for an indefinite 


period, at the disposal of the commissioners of | 


quarantine, or the proper authorities of the i 
‘’ indeed, the most elaborate ever made in this 


State of New York, to be used for quarantine 


purposes, the steamer Illinois, which wasturned 


over to the quarantine commissioners under 
the authority of the joint resolution of March 


‘| 21, 1866, and has ever since been in their pos- 
` session. s 


in the eighteenth line, to and including the word `' 
“lands,” in the nineteenth line, and in lieu thereof . 


insert 


the words “decide in favor of any claimant.” i 


At the end of line twenty-seven and beginning of | 
line twenty-eight strike out the word “approval” : 


and in lieu thereof insert the word *‘ appeal.” 
Line thirty, after the word ‘‘appeal” insert the 
words “in the same manner and with the same effect 


asin cases of appeal in equity causes from the circuit 


courts of the United States.” 
And that the House agree to the same. 
B. F. RICE 


GEO. F. EDMUNDS. . 
WM.T. HAMILTON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
J. PROCTOR KNOTT, 
A. A. C. ROGERS, 
GODLOVE S. ORTH, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. THURMAN. i 
Senator from Arkansas a question. If these 
amendments be agreed tọ, will the bill then 


provide that the claimants may unite in a suit | 


in the Court of Claims against the United 
States, or will it compel each one of them to 
bring his separate suit? ; 

Mr. RICE. They can bring their suits sep- 
arately, and if there are conflicting claims 
between parties those suits may be consoli- 
dated and tried as one suit. ; 

Mr. THURMAN. Is that provided in the 
bill? 

Mr. SAWYER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The whole thing is as well 
as it can be. 

The report was concurred in. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 927) to make legal a certain act of the 
councils of the city of Washington ; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 


mittee on the District of Columbia, and ordered | 


to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 928) 
to settle the claims of the Foundry Methodist 
Episcopal church, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on the District of Colambia, 
and ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. CASSERLY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 929) to facilitate the transmission of 
Asiatic, Australian, and European merchan- 
dise into and across the territory of the United 
States of America, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CASSERLY. As this is a matter of 
custom-house regulations, I suppose the bill 
ought to go to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should think the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, if it refers to custom- 
house matters. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Very well. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

STEAMER ILLINOIS. 


Mr. FENTON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 


I should like to ask the | 


| 
| 
i 
i 
i 
i 
{ 
l 
t 


! 
i 


Mr. FENTON. I have some papers in my 
hand relating to that resolution which I ask 
may accompany it to the other House. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so. 
:, the best informed persons in our country on the 


ordered. - 
AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. ROBERTSON submitted an amend- 


R. No. 974) making appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 
of the Government for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1871; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 


BRITISH STEAMER AT SAULT STE. MARIE. 


' ment, intended to be proposed to the bill (H. i 


of work demanded, I think we see very plainly 
from the reading of the resolation, and par- 
ticularly the two latter provisions, that it will 
require a great deal of work. The Senator 
says I am mistaken. Of course I defer to him. 
If he will explain it, very likely I shall not 
object. Otherwise I shall ask that it lie over 
that we may look into it. 

Mr. SUMNER. The information I bave 
asked for is not to be found in the last report 
of the Postmaster General, and I have reason 
to believe that it can be supplied by very slight 
labor indeed. Ihave had some acquaintance 
in times past with calls on the Post Office; 


Chamber was drawn up by myself, and this is 
` drawn up by myself after careful inquiry as to 
its bearing on pending questions. 

_ Mr. CONKLING. May I inquire if it is 
: drawn up after any consultation with the De- 
` partment as to its facilities for furnishing the 
information ? 

Mr. SUMNER. After consultation, not 
directly with the Department, but with one of 


subject of the Post Office, and practically con- 
nected with its administration. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I hope the resolution will 
be read. 

The resolution was read. 


| Mr. RAMSEY. I think all that information 


Mr. SUMNER submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 4 
| be requested, ifin his opinion not inconsistent with 


the public interest, to communicate to the Senate 
copies of any correspondence or papers on the files 
of the Department of State relating to the passage 
of any English or Canadian steamer through the 
canal of Sault Ste. Marie. 


POLITICAL QUESTIONS IN GERMANY. 


Mr. SUMNER submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested, if in his opinion not inconsistent with 
the public interest, to communicate to the Senate 
any recent correspondence with Mr. Bancroft, the 


minister of the United States at Berlin, relating to | 


political questions in Germany. 
POSTAL STATISTICS. 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer another resolution, 
asking for information relating to postal mat- 


ters which may become important in the future | 


debates of the Senate: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General berequested 
to communicate to the Senate, from information at 
the Department, answers to the following inquiries: 

What were the expenses and receipts of the Post 


| Office in the different States and Territories during 


the last year ? 

What for the last five years has been the number 
of letters annually mail 

Also, annual increase of money orders. 

Also, annual increase of registered letters. 

Also, annual increase of stamps and stamped 
envelopes. 


Also, annual increase in weight of mail matter as | 


returned by different railroads. 

‘Algo, annual increase of foreign letters. 

Also, what isthe proportion of letters to popula- 
tion in the United States during the last year. What 
in Great Britain according to the latest report ? 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no wish to object 
to that resolution except in this way: much 
of-the information there sought is contained 
already in documents compiled and printed, 
and much of the residue involves an amount 
of labor which I think the Senator scarcely 
contemplates. 
of late several times how inadvertent we have 
been in imposing upon the clerical staff of the 
Departments an amount of labor which we do 


not contemplate ourselves when we pass reso- | 


lutions. The amount of work necessary in 
order to answer these resolutions is scarcely 
credible. I could hardly acceptit myself when 


lution (S. R. No. 198) authorizing the Secretary ||.it was stated to me. Although I am not pre- 


of War to place at the disposal of the commis- 


pared to venture an opinion as to the amount 


{ 


i; of the Senate. 


i; court of this District for trial. 


j is in the annual report. 
| Mr. SUMNER. The Senator is mistaken. 
| I have read the report. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I make no objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. I think the resolution 
| had better lie over. If it related to almost 


:| anything but postal matters I should not object. 


Mr.SUMNER. Is the resolution objected 
o? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection is 


| made. 
| Mr. CONKLING. It had better lie over, I 
think. 

DISTRICT BUSINESS. 


Mr. POMEROY. I ask for the considera- 
tion of the resolution I offered yesterday, which 
was laid over, in regard to the order of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think the resolution I 
introdaced precedes it. i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theregularorder 
is insisted on, and the next business is the con- 
i sideration of resolutions which have been laid 
over. The first is one offered yesterday by the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Hamurn, | which will 
be read. 

The Secretary read the following resolution 
i of Mr. HAMLIN: n 
| Resolved, That the last Friday and Saturday of 
' this month be assigned exclusively to the consider- 

ation of bills and matters relating to the District of 
: Columbia. 
Mr. POMEROY. As my resolution is some- 
‘ what in conflict with that of the Senator from 
. Maine, I think it best to move it as a substi- 
i tute; but if the Senator from Maine objects to 
| that, I will not do so. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I donot think the Senator's 
: resolution isin conflict with mine. It provides 
i another mode of doing the general business 
I want to say to the Senate 
| that there is first upon the Calendar a bill to 
; provide a government for this District, by 
| which we certainly can take a very large por- 
, tion of the legislation away from us. There is 
| next a police bill, to consolidate the laws with 
: regard to the police of this District, and to 


t | provide for certain other things. There is, in 
I have had occasion to know |, 


| addition to that, a bill to provide for a police 
i court, a thing which they have never had in 


| this city; and every little petty larceny. case, 


| whether it be of a. chicken or a thing more 
insignificant than that, must go to the supreme 
This police 
i court will relieve the supreme court of all 
| matters where the property is less than thirty 
dollarsin value, and will remove avast amount 
| of business. I willadd also that the bill places 


the whole expense on the city, and they are | here, and then in the time we have left let us 


Now, I ask | 


willing to assume it. 
These are some of the bills. 
for the District that the Senate will assign two 


days to its business; and in those two days I ` 


think we can dispose of that which is most 
material. Ihave named the last Friday and 
Saturday of this month. I hope the Senate 
will grant those days. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [hope that will be done. 


` on agreeing to the resolution offered by the | 
: Senator from Maine. 


There are one or two bills reported by the | 


Judiciary Committee in regard to the courts 
of the District of Columbia that ought to be 
considered. I hope the motion of the Senator 
from Maine will prevail. 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘The same remark may 
be made in regard to the business of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, who have notified us time 
and again that they want several days for their 
business. I have drawn the resolution with a 
view of meeting all these cases in conformity 
with our rules. If the Senator from Maine 
desires to consider the bills of the Committee 


on the District of Columbia he has only to - 


move to pass over the bills on the Calendar as 
they come up until his bills are reached. Then 
I have provided further that on Friday of every 
week—and Saturday can be included if we con- 
clude to meet on Saturday—nothing shall be 
proceeded with except what can be proceeded 
with by unanimous consent. I think the res- 
olution as I have drawn it will accommodate 
other committees and the District Committee 
too. I want to serve the Committee on the 
District of Columbia and also several other 
committees. 

Mr. HAMLIN. JI concur with the Senator, 
only that I think he ought to see that the Dis- 
trict business stands a little different from gen- 
eral business. I will most cheerfully vote for 
his resolution applying to the general busi- 
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take up something else; but { think it is very 
wrong indeed to set apart a particular day to 
consider the business of a particular committee. | 

| 


Mr. HAMLIN. It has always been the prac- 
tice. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It is a very bad one. 


fhe VICE PRESIDENT, The question is | 


The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. NYE. I wish to inquire whether next 
Friday is included in that resolution? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not. It 
refers to the last Friday and Saturday of this 
month. : 

Mr. NYE. I have no objection to that. 


PROPOSED EVENING SESSIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary | 
will now report the next resolution on the 
Calendar, offered by the Senator from Kansas 
[Mr. Pomsroy] yesterday. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That from and after the 20th day of this 
month, and until the close of the present session, 


there shail be, unless the Senate otherwise order, ‘' 


threeevening sessions, tocommenceat half pastseven 
o’clock p. m. upon alternate evenings of each week, at 
which sessions the Calendar of general orders shall be 
proceeded with in the order of their place upon the 
Calendar. Andon Friday of each week tho Calendar 


shall be proceeded with by considering only the bills | 


and joint resolutions to which no objection may be 
made; and such objection, if made, shall have the ; 
effect to pass the bill or resolution over, and shall į 
be enforced without debate. ; 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
adoption of that resolution. How can we tell 
whether we want to come here three nights in 
a week? And if we do it is very easy to make 
that arrangement during the day. I think that - 


: feature of it is objectionable. ; 
Then J think we have had enough of this . 


ness; but on some of these matters there cer- |: 
tainly will be debate, and therefore I propose `: 


to ask special days for the District business. 
I think two days for the District is a very lim- 
ited period; and I will not believe that the 
Senate will not give it until I see a refusal by 
its vote. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Chair ` 


$ of 
i W 


understand the Senator from Maine to mean 
the entire day or only after the morning hour? 
Mr. HAMLIN. The entire day. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. Excluding the 
morning business? 


Mr. HAMLIN. Iam willing to say ‘‘after 


| little public importance, and the great meas- 
l ures of the session are all left behind. 


the morning business is gone through with.” | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will then be 
subject only to the unfinished business of the 
preceding day, which can be passed over with- 
out. debate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. No; I want the entire two 
days. I am willing, however, that the morning 
business shall be gone through with each day. 


olution in my mind is not that I do not wish 


one committee, gentlemen, generally those not 


on that committee, do not give it the attention i: 


which it deserves. It:is so as to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, the Committee on Claims, 
the Committee on Patents, the Committee on 


the time of adjournment arrives. 


the District of Columbia, and other commit- | 


tees for whose business we have set apart , 


special days heretofore. Other Senators, 
knowing that business in which they have no 
special public interest will come up, do not 
give the legislation considered that attention 
it ought to have. It is, therefore, in my opin- 
ion, very objectionable to set apart any day to 
consider any one class of business. I am 
ready to go with the Senator from Maine, im- 


“ eration, because Senators do not want to put 
‘ themselves in the position of passing them 


I do not believe in the | 


© the evil thereof.’’ 


Mr. SUMNER. There is a session ordered 
for to-night. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am told a session is 
| ordered for to-night. We can do it any day. 
I think we had better fix the holding of an 
: evening session with reference to our business 
at the time and observe the good scriptural 
doctrine, or if it is not in scripture it is found 
somewhere else, ‘‘ Sufficient unto the day is 
[Laughter. ] 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. President 

Mr. STEWART. I hope the Senator from 
Kansas will modify his resolution so as to omit 
the last clause of it. I think we ought to have 
at least three evening sessions a week for the 

purpose of transacting business. I coneur with 


' the Senator from Illinois as to the effect of 
` this mode of passing bills by common consent. 
i I objected to no man’s bill during the whole 


of that proceeding ; but every bill that I tried 
to take up was objected to. It did not seem 


+ to be unpleasant on the part of other Senators 


to object to those bills. I admit that it is em- 
barrassing for a Senator to throw a bill over by 


. his single objection. 


Mr. CONKLING. I suggest to my friend, 
if he will allow me, that he had better propose 
to take up some unobjected bills hereafter, and 
then no objection will be made. Ifhe proposes 
_ to take up a proper bill there will be no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. STEWART. I think I did. 

Mr. POMEROY. I thought I was recognized 


| by the Chair. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair recog- 


| nized the Senator from Kansas, but the Sen- 
: ator from Nevada went on without addressing 


calling over of the Calendar to pass bills to © 


which nobody objects. The result of such an 
order before was that we passed a great many 
bills of a private.character, generally of very 


Then there is another objection to that mode | 
roceeding. When you call the Calendar | 
a bill is to be passed, unless somebody 
objects, it imposes upon Senators a very un- 
pleasant duty to sit here and object to bills 
which other Senators feel an interest in, and 
yet which some of the body may think ought 
not to pass. I know the effect of that is that 
a good many bills are passed without consid- 


over by a single objection. I have seen bills 
passed in that way, and every Senator who | 


the Chair. The Senator from Kansas now 
claims the floor. - 

Mr. STEWART. I hope the Senator from 
Kansas will allow me to make a suggestion in 
reply to the Senator from New York. He 


ii ought to qualify himself to become a proper 


judge of what bills should pass, and give some 


; little attention to them so that he may do so, 
‘and not get up and make suggestions about 


l bills, as was done by several Senators here 
i yesterday, admitting that they had not read 


them. 

Mr. CONKLING. 

Mr. STEWART. 
of that. 

Mr. POMEROY. In replying for a moment 
| to the remarks of the Senator from Illinois, I 


Ido not think I did that. 
No; you were not guilty 


watched our proceedings must have observed |, 


it. 


since I have been a member of the body—and 


. I think we consumed time enough in that kind 
to reach the business my friend from Maine | 
speaks of, which is important and ought to be | 
reached, but we have found by experience ` 
that when we set apart a given day for an ex- © 
clusive kind of business that comes from any | 


. interfere with other business, and as many of -! 


of legislation. It is time, in my judgment, 
that the Senate devoted itself to the great 
measures of the session. Let us dispose of | 
those measures which will compel us to remain | 
here until they are disposed of, and the bills to 


We have gone over this Calendar once in | 
. that way—a thing that was never done before 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The objection to this res- | 


desire to say that the Senate must be aware 


l! that on the 20th of this month we are to decide 


‘ the question of finaladjournment. Those who 
, do not want ary time fixed, and do not want to 


‘ adjourn, can very well postpone the consider- 


ation of any measure or defer adopting any 
system by which we shall reach the Calendar. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there anybody here 


i of that character ? 


Mr. POMEROY. I do not know that there 
is anybody in the Senate of that character ; 
but I cannot conceive how Senators who desire 


' to complete the business and adjourn on the 


which there is no objection can be taken up at |, 


incidental and odd times, when they will not | 


: them will pass as probably ought to pass before 


tor my own 
part, I think it would be bad policy to again 


pass bilia to which there is no objection. 

This resolution is also inconsistent with the | 
resolution which we have just passed. E calli 
the attention of the Senator from Maine to the | 


“ fact that this resolation will repeal his resolu- 


mediately after one or two measures of prime ` 


importance are passed, to take up the two 
important bills that he speaks of and dispose 
of them in the regular way; when we are all 


| 
i 
i 
Í 
i 
l 
i 


tion, because on Friday of each week the Cal 
endar is to be proceeded with by considering | 


| 


only bills and joint resolutions to which no ' 
objection shall be made. I think we had better | 
not adopt this resolution. If we find it desir- | 


able to sit to-night or to-morrow night, or any | 
other night, we cah so order. 


4th of July, the time fixed by the House, can 
resist a proposition to proceed with the Cal- 
endar in its order. Ido not care anything 
about that portion of the resolution which fixes 
Friday of each week for the consideration of 
unobjected bills. If the Senator desires that 
part of the resolution to be stricken out, I will 


| agree to it.. We have adopteda rule by which 
` we can proceed with the Calendar in its order. 
proceed with calling the Calendar in order to ` 


i 
i 


ł 


We acted upon it once,and I do not know 
that that was an unprofitable proceeding. We 
went through the Calendar, attending only to 
those bills and resolutions which could be pro- 
ceeded with without objection. ; 

But now we propose under the rules of the 
Senate to take up the Calendar and proceed 
with it. During the day we have before us 
appropriation bills; we have a bill to enforce 
the fifteenth amendment; we have bills of 
such general commanding public character 
that no ordinary bill upon the Calendar can 


i be proceeded with against them; and there- 


1870. 


fore, if Senators desire to proceed with the 
Calendar, we must have between this and the 
4th of July several evening sessions. And let 


me say further that the matter is not placed © 
a ‘ tion now before the Senate? 


beyond the control of the Senate. The lan- 


uage of the resolution is, ‘‘ unless the Senate ` 


otherwise order.” 
ing it is rot convenient for Senators to come 
here, they can ‘‘ otherwise order” at anytime. 
But the.resolution provides that unless they 
do otherwise order by special vote we shall 


If on any particular even- . 
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and such objection, if made, shall have the effect to 
pass the bill or resolution over, and shall be enforced 
without debate. : 


Mr. HAMLIN. What is the precise ques- 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis upon agree- 


ing to this amendment, which is the last sen- | 


tence in the printed text. The Senator from 
Kansas modified the resolution by omitting 


_this sentence, and the Senator from Rhode 
Island has now moved to amend the resolution | 


have three evening sessions a week; and we ; 
ought to have them, and we ought to adjourn ` 


at the time fixed, and not at the expense of 
the public business. 


It is our duty, whether ` 


we like it or not, to stay here until the public | 


business is disposed of; and I can see no other 


way of disposing of it than by working day and . 


night, if need be, at least three evenings in the 
week, 
aud the Senator from Maine that I will amend 
the resolution by striking out the last clause, 


week. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kansas modifies his resolution by striking out 


the last sentence, in regard to Friday of each | 


week. 
Mr. POMEROY. Then it will read that 


eveuing sessions a week, unless the Senate 
otherwise order. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I was in hopes that the 
Senator would not strike out that last clause of 
the order. I think that is very important. The 
Senator from Illinoisis mistaken, 1I apprehend, 


I suggest to the Senator from Nevada | 
-~ serting the words ‘‘ except the last Friday of ` 
; || this month.” ! 
so as to say nothing about the Friday of each | 


: ment the Senate was as well prepared to vote | 


by adding it. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Iwill modify the amend- : 


ment so as to meet the views of the Senator 
from Maine. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If it is modified so that it 
shall not affect the resolution passed this morn- 
ing I shall have no objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Rhode Island modifies the amendment by in- 


Mr. ANTHONY. Yes, sir; that will do. 

Mr. THAYER. Irise to express the hope 
that the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Rhode Island will prevail. 
remark, in connection with what was said by 
the Senator from Illinois in regard to the 


} ' objecting-to bills on the Calendar as we went 
after the 20th of this month there shall be three | 


over it, that it is true a great many bills were 
objected to and thus laid aside. In my judg- 


‘on those bills at that time as it ever will 


in saying that when we went through the Cal- ; 


endar, taking up, not those cases objected to, 
but those cases that did not lead to any con- 
siderable debate, only private bills were passed. 
Some bills of' very great importance were passed. 
A bill making com Beal reputations affecting 
every vessel and every steamboat in this coun- 
try was passed. A general incorporation act 


i therefore I withheld any objection, believing, , 
i as I have said, that the Senate could as well 
| dispose of them then, either by voting them : 
| through or voting them down, as at any other | 
‘ time. 


I was 
ready to let those bills come to a vote, and 


If the Senate would come to that con- 
clusion, we could go through the Calendar and 


| dispose of all the bills upon it, except the ap- 


for the District of Columbia was passed. That | 
will take twenty or thirty bills from our Calen- . 


dar. 
ance were passed, although they were not of 
such overshadowing importance as to crowd 
other business out of the way. 

Now, when we appoint a special day or a 
special evening to attend to business from one 
committee, the consequence is. that only the 
Senators on that committee or those interested 
in that class of business are certain to attend; 
but when we take up the whole Calendar in its 
order, then évery Senator attends, because he 


does not know how soon business in which he | 
is interested may come up. The result is to |! 


secure for every bill that comes before theSen- 
ate the consideration and attention of the entire 


Senate, instead of the consideration only of | 


those who have studied the subject perhaps in 

one particular view. I hope the Senator will 

insist on the whole of his order, and then if 
art, 


The Senator can move to amend ii. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator | 
from Kansas has modified his resolution; but i 


the Senator from Rhode Island can move to 
amend it by adding the last clause which has 
been stricken out. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 
Senator I will do so. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Kansas has modified his resolution by 
striking out the last sentence; but the Senator 


With the assent of the 


the words in the printed text, that the Calen- 
dar shall be called over on Friday of each week 
in the manner stated. The first question is on 
the amendment, which will be reported. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to add the following words: 

And on Friday of each week the Calendar shall 


be proceeded with by considering only the bills and 
Jointresolutions to which no objection may be made; 


A great many other acts of publicimport- : 
` ular order. 


propriation bills or some bills of very general 
and public character and public importance, 
like the one we are now discussing as the reg- 
I wish we could have the oppor- 
tunity of going through the Calendar again 


with a view of disposing of the bills upon it, | 


not objecting for the sake of defeating the 


passage of a bill, but letting it come to a vote | 


and taking the sense of the Senate upon itand |, l l € 
' we meet in the evening, still a general order, 


| disposing of if. 


ea ae E 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


: on the amendment of the Senator from Rhode | 


Island as modified. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs on agreeing to the resolution, as amended. 
Mr. THURMAN. 


‘The Secretary read as follows: 
Resolved, That from and after the Wth day of this 


the latter part of it fails he can offer the other || month, and until the close of the present session, 


there shall be, unless the Senate otherwise order, 


i three evening sessions, tocommence at half pastseven 


p 
Mr. EDMUNDS. He has stricken that out. | 


o’elock p. m. (upon alternate evenings) of each week, 
at which sessions the Calendar of general orders shall 


be proceeded with in the order of their place upon +: 
the Calendar. And on Friday of each week, except | 
the last Friday of this month, the Calendar shall be |; 


proceeded with by considering only the bills and joint 
resolutions to which no objection may be made; and 


without debate. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will inquire 
whether this resolution comes from any com- 
mittee? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


of the Committee on Rules, but the Chair | 


does not know whether it came from the com- 
mittee or not. 

Mr. POMEROY. It was not reported by 
the committee. It had the concurrence of the 
committee without any formal report. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What com- 
mittee? _ 

Mr. POMEROY. The Committee on Rules. 


I wish to | 


I should like to have it | 
li reported as it now stands. 


It was intro- | 


from Rhode Island moves to amend by adding |, duced by the Senator from Kansas, a member | 


i: 


| 
| 
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Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It seems to me 
very questionable whether at tùis period of 
the session the Senate can afford to adopt such 
a rule as this for the order of business. The 
Senator, I suppose, will agree that. at so late a 
day as this, with all the appropriation bills unfin- 
ished, it is hardly proper to mortgage so large 


ia share of the time of the Senate to business 
' of a private character. 


Mr. POMEROY. This resolution provides 
for evening sessions, and does not interfere 
with the business of the day. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Evening sessions 


: will become a very essential part of the sessions 
` of the Senate, so late in the session as it is now 


with all the appropriation bills behind. It 
seems to me that the adoption of this resolution 
will necessarily work very great inconvenience 
to the Senate. ¢ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will permit 
me to make one suggestion, I think he will be 


_ Satisfied. This resolution does not disturb the ap- 
|| propriation bill at all, except on Friday, because 


if an appropriation bill is pending or is on the 
Calendar and is under consideration when we 
adjourn in the afternoon it will be under con- 
sideration when we meet in the evening, and 


i| can be proceeded with day and night until we 


get through.. It is only on Friday that unob- 
jected business is to be considered. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. But one objec- 
tion would set an appropriation bill aside. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. No, sir; only on Friday. 


‘be; but Senators thought, perhaps, abillought :; By the first part of the resolution it requires 
not to pass, and objected to it to accomplish | 


` that purpose and prevent its passage. 


a vote of the Senate, so that we are acting in 
aid of the Committee on Appropriations by 
providing for these evening sessions, for as fast 


; as an appropriation bill is reached we can stick 


to it all the time until it is through. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ishould like the decision 
of the Chair on that point. 

Mr. POMEROY. I do not think the inter- 
pretation of the Senator from Vermont is cor- 
rect. I think if we set apart the evenings to 
proceed with the Calendar the unfinished busi- 
ness goes over until the next morning. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. _I beg the Senator’s par- 
don. ‘The unfinished business is part of the 
Calendar of general orders, unless it is made a 


‘special order, and if we take up an appropria- 


tion bill itis just like a private bill, and if it is 
on the Calendar of general orders in the after- 


‘ noon it will be exactly where we left it when 


'; to be disposed of. There cannot be any two 


questions about that. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Practically, the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations always 
has the Senate when he wants it for appro- 
priation bills. There will be no difficulty about 
that at this stage of the session. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I beg to say that 
if that had been my experience I should be 
most happy. 


Mr. ANTHONY. If the Senator from 
Maine will tell us that he wants an appropria- 
tion bill considered he ean have it considered. 
When he gets up and says, if nobody objects 
and the Senate is willing, he will go on with 
the appropriation bill, and other Senators force 
their bills, then the Senate will vote him down; 
but whenever he tells us he must have an ap- 


such objection, if made, shall have the effect to pass ` propriation bill vonsidered he can always carry 


| the bill or resolution over, and shall be enforced | 


the Senate with him. He never has failed to 
do it. Ido not think he was very anxious to 
go on with the appropriation bill which was 
laid aside the other day. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If I have failed 
in making myself understood as being in dead 
earnest in urging the appropriation bills it is 
only because I have not used language that 
would hardly be decorous to the Senate. in 
all other ways I have endeavored to make my- 
self understood as being in dead earnest. My 
experience does nes encourage me to believe 
that whenever I rise here I shall command the 
attention of the Senate and they will give me 
precedence for the appropriation bills. I do 
not know that this resolution does hamper the 


3558 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 18, 


Senate so that I shall be obliged to antagonize 
against the rule; but I am afraid it may. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I wish to inquire of the 
Chair—because my vote will depend entirely 
on the decision of the Chair on this point— 


if the unfinished business at the moment of | 
the recess is to be taken up and proceeded | 


with at the evening session. If that is so, 
this resolution will not embarrass the appro- 


priation bills and the tax bill which I have | 


to look after. But if the construction is put 


upon it that is proposed by the Senator from : 


Kansas it will interrupt the business of the 
day; and we know, practically, that when the 


time for a recess arrives no vote can be had on . 


any question of controversy. The votes are 
usually taken in the evening. If the Chair 
shall decide that the construction of the reso- 


lution as it now stands will give the business | 
on hand at the time of taking the recess priority i 
after the recess, then I have no objection to the `; 
Indeed, I think it would promote |. 


But if the contrary con- | announced that the President had this day 


resolution. 
public business. 
struction is given by the Chair—and my own 
impression is that the construction put upon 
it by the Senator from Kansas is the natural 
construction—I think it would work injuriously, 
and I therefore intend to vote against the reso- 
lution under that construction. — . 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Chair will 
decide that question first. 

Mr. POMEROY. I may be mistaken about 

I only want the opinion of the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that this is a resolution offered in accord- 
ance with the twenty-fourth and twenty-sixth 
rules, by which all resolutions lying over one 
day can be adopted on any subsequent day by a 
majority vote of the Senate. It is not offered 
under the fifty-third rule, which authorizes the 
amendment of the standing rules by proposi- 
tions specifically stating the rule to be amended. 
It therefore, in the opinion of the Chair, leaves 
the fifteenth rule intact, which reads as fol- 
lows: 

“The unfinished business in which the Senate was 
engaged at the last preceding adjournment shall 
have, the preference in the special orders of the 

In the case antieipated by the Senator from 
Ohio the Chair can see no trouble in the way, 
if the majority of the Senate desire to have this 
resolution operative, at any evening session, 
after they shall agree to it. 


it. 


appropriation bill, the appropriation bill would 
come up that evening after the recess, unques- 


tionably; but a majority of the Senate could | 


pass it over without debate, leaving it in its 
place on the Calendar, and then this resolution 
would become operative for that evening’s ses- 
sion. The Chair will state to the Senator from 


Ohio and the Senator from Kansas that if he || 


ruled the other way, that is, that the appro- 
pasaon bill should remain as the unfinished 

usiness at half past four o’clock for the next 
day, then the fifteenth. rule would require what- 
ever the Senate adjourned upon at ten o'clock 
or twelve o'clock at night, at the close of the 
evening session, also to be the unfinished busi- 
ness, and the Senate would have the anomaly 


of two bills remaining as unfinished business of | 


the day and the night session for the next day’s 
action, with a contest as to which one should be 
allowed priority. The new rule, which allows 
any bill to be passed over without debate, leav- 
ing it in its place on the Calendar, obviates 
this tronble, enabling the majority to determine 
whether to go on with the afternoon business 
or to pass it over and devote the evening ses- 
sion to the business contemplated by the pend- 
ing resolution. 

Mr. POMEROY. I am satisfied with the 
interpretation of the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the resolution, as amended. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representa- 


tives, by Mr. McPHerson, its Clerk, announced 
l 


i 


If the Senate at || 
half past four or five o'clock take a recess, | 
being then engaged in the consideration of an :' 


| Mr. SUMNER. 


that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. | 
|| 2052) to amend the homestead acts; in which | 
: it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 
The message also announced that the House 
had agreed to the report of the committee of :: 
: conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill (S. No. 95) in relation to | 
the Hot Springs reservation in the State of ; 


Arkansas. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled 


bill (H. R. No. 1084) to incorporate the Wash- : 
i: ington Market Company; and it was there- 


upon signed by the Vice President. 
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United 
i States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Secretary, 


' approved and signed the following bills: 


| children of Sylvester Dreyer; 


A bill (S. No. 788) for the relief of the widows 


i and orphans of the othicers, seamen, and marines , 
of the United States vessel of war Oneida, and | 


for other purposes; 


i A bill (5. No. 850) for the relief of Captain l 


| George Henry Preble, of the Navy of the United 


i: States; and 


A bill (S. No. 865) increasing the pension of 


,, John Coonan. 


ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has expired, and the Senate resumes the 


i have read and examined the two bills, I move 
that the Senate pass over the pending bill, with 


forcement of the fifteenth amendment. | 
Mr. STEWART. I hope that will not be 
| done. 
I suggest to the Senator 
from Nevada to move his bill as a substitute 
for the House bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Oregon moves to pass over the pending bill; 


Mr. CORBETT. I suggest that the bill be 
read for the information of the Senate. 

Mr. STEWART. Qh, no. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending bill 
has been read. The motion is to pass over 
the pending bill. 

Mr. CORBETT. 


motion to take up any other bill. The Chair 
supposes that he intends to do so. 
r. CORBETT. I thought perhaps it would 
be well to read the House bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion now 
is to pass over the pending bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I now move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of the House 
bill. 

Mr. CORBETT. I ask that that bill be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The merits of 


reported. 


Oregon whether it is worth while to read it 
now? It will have to be read again. 

Mr. STEWART. I move that the reading 
of the bill be dispensed with, or that it be con- 


motion. 


,. borough, wurd, parish, or hundred, in any State, 
:| ritory, or district, who shall, by any official act what- 


| A bill (S. No. 546) for the relief of the minor ; 


| A bill (S. No. 759) granting a pension to 
|| John C. Abercrombie; : 


consideration of the bill (S. No. 810) to enforce ; 
the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of ` 
| the United States. i! 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Presuming that Senators | 


a view of taking up the House bill for the en- `` 
| imprisonment, in 


which motion is not debatable under the new : 
l! rule. 


I refer to the House bill. ' 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from ; 
Oregon [Mr. Wr1Li14ms] has not yet made any | 


Mr. SHERMAN. I ask the Senator from | 


: collector of taxes, shall refuse or willfully neglect to 
‘| register, record, transcribe, or enter upon the proper 
i! assessment list, or upon the proper duplicates of such 
+ assessment list, the name of any colored citizen of 
,, the United States who has been lawfully assessed to 


sidered as read, as I desire to make another | Pay any tax, the payment of which tax is by the con- 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Oregon has demanded the reading of the bill. 

Mr. CORBETT. I ask that it be read. 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope it will be read. 

Mr. STEWART. I desire when it is read 
to move a substitute for it. 

Mr. HOWARD. Let us have it read first, 
and then your substitute will have a better 


‘| chance. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
that on a motion to proceed to the consider. 
ation of a bill any Senator has a right to ask 


! that the bill shall be read, because otherwise 


i he might not be understood as knowing what 
The message further announced that the ` the contents of ike: bill are. 


He has to vote 
whether the Senate will take it up or not. The 
billis not subject to debate upon its merits, 
under the rule, on this motion; but the Sec- 


: retary will read the bill. 


The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That any officer of the United 
States, or of any State, Territory, or district, and 
every officer of any city, county, town, township; 

er- 


ever, or by the omission, neglect, or refusal to per- 
form any official act or duty whatever, whether under 


: color or pretext of any provision ofany State consti- 


tution, or any law of any State, Territory, or district 
whatsoever, or of any local, municipal, or other law, 


: rule, or ordinance, deny or abridge the right of any 


citizen of the United States to vote, on account of 
race, color, or previous condition ofservitude, at any 
Federal, State, county, municipal, or other election, 
shall, upon conviction thereof, bo adjudged guiity 
of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by impris- 
onment of not less than one year and not exceeding 
three years, or by a fine not less than £500 nor ex- 


` ceeding $5,000, or both such fine and imprisonment, at 


the diseretion of the court. 
Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That all colored 


' citizens of the United States, resident in the several 


States of the United States, shall be entitled to vote 
at all elections in the State, county, parish, town, 
township, ward, or hundred of their residence, sub- 
ject only to the same conditions which now are or 
may hereafter be required to qualify white citizens 
to vote therein. And any person who shall by force, 
fraud, intimidation, or other unlawful means what- 
soever, prevent any colored citizen from voting at 
any such election, who possesses the qualifications, 
except in respect of color, requisite to enable a white 
citizen to vote thereat, shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall bo 


. imprisoned not less than six months and not exceed- 


ing one year, or be fined not less than $100 nor moro 
than $1,000, or be punished by both such fine and 
the discretion of the court. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That in case the 
constitution or law of any State shall require the 
assessment or payment of a tax as a qualification of 
an elector, if any assessor or other oilicer elected or 
appointed under the laws of such State, and author- 
ized or required by the laws thereof to make any 
assessinent of persons or property forthe purpose of 
such taxation,shall refuse or willfully neglect to assess 


' the person or property of any colored citizen of the 


United States qualified as aforesaid and residing in 
the town, hundred, borough, township, parish, coun- 
ty, ward, or district for which said assessor or other 
officer shall have been elected or appointed asafore- 
said, he shall for every such offense forfeit and pay 
the sum of $500 to any person who will sue for the 
same, and shall for every such offense be guilty of a 


: misdemeanor, and shall be fined not less than $500, 
- and be imprisoned not less than one month. 


Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That in case the 


' constitution or law of any State sball require the 


assessment or payment of atax as a qualification of 
an elector, if any officeror member of any levy court 


: or.other body of officers authorized or required by 


the laws of such State to make orcorrect any assess- 


' ment of persons or property for the purpose of such 
: taxation, or authorized or required by the laws of 


such State to assess or levy any such tax,shall refuse 
or willfully neglect or advise, or shall participate, 


= concur, or acquiesce in, the refusal or willful neglect 
‘| of such levy court or other body of officers to assess 
. the person or property, or to assess or levy any such 
tax upon the person or propert. € 
© gen of the United States, qualified as aforesaid, and 
. residing in the county or district for which said ofi- 
` cer, levy court, or other body of officers shall have 
` been elected or appointed, he shall for every such 
: offense forfeit and pay the sum of $500 to any person 
: who will sue for the same, and shall for every such 
: offense be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall 


of any colored citi- 


be fined not less than $500, and be imprisoned not 


the bill cannot be debated under the rule of ` 99 tban one month. 


the Senate on this motion, but the bill can be | 


Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That if any clerk. 
or other officer required by the law of any State to 
register, record, or transcribe any list of persons 
upon whom taxes have been assessed, or to tran- 
scribe and certify any duplicate of such list to the 


stitution or laws of such State a qualification of an 
elector of such State, every such clerk or officer shall 


1870. 


such offense forfeit and thesum of 
i ere pereon who will sue for the same, and en 


for every such offense be deemed guilty of a misde- | 


raeanor, and shall be fined not less than $500, and be | 


imprisoned not legs than one month. 


sxc. 6. And be tt further enacted, That if any col- | 


lector of taxes, elected or appointed by authority of 


the Jaws of any State, shali refuse or willfully neg- | 
lect to receive trom any colored citizen of the United | 


States residing in such State any tax which he is ro- 
quired by law to collect from citizens of such State, 


und the payment of which tax is, by the constitution ` i 


or laws ot such State, a qualification of an elector of 


such State; or if any such collector shall refuse or | 
willfully negleet to give to any such colored citizen | 


areceipt for any such tax when the amount thereof 
shall bave been paid or tendered to him by such col- 
ored citizen, he shall for every such offense forfeit 
and pay she sum of $500 to any person who will sue 
for the same, and shail for every such offense be 
deemed guilty of a misdemcanor, and shall be fined 
not less than $200, and be imprisoned for not less than 
one month. 


Suc. 7. And be it further enacted, That if at any | 
ip, hundred, or municipal elec- | 


State, county, townsh 
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deny or abridge lheright of any citizen of the United 
States to vote, on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, at any Federal, State, county, 
municipal, or other election, &c. 


That is made a misdemeanor. That is very | 
well so far as it goes. It should be a misde- : 
meanor if the officer fails to perform that act, 
or does anything by which the right to vote is , 
denied to a citizen. ` s 

Then the second section provides— i 


That all colored citizens of the United States resi- | 
dent in the several States of the United States shall | 


beentitled to voteat all electionsin the State, county, | 
parish, town, township, ward, or hundred of their . 


: residence, subject only to the same conditions which 


ii now are or may hereafter be required to quality white ! 


. voting at any such election, who possesses the quali- 


tion held by the authority of any law of any State, 


or at any election for electors of President of the 


United States, or for members of the House uf Rep- `; 


resentatives of the United States, any officer, in- 
spector, orjudge of the election shall refuse to receive, 
orshall advise or concur in refusing to receive, the 
vote of any person on account of his race, color, or 


revious condition of servitude, every such officer, . 


inspector, or judge shall, for every such offense, for- 
feit and pay the sum of $500 to any person whose 


vote shall have been so refused, who may sue for ' 


the same in any court of the United States; and 
such officer, inspector, or judgo shall, for every such 
offense, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction thereof shail be fined not less than $200 


nor wore than $500, and be imprisoned not less than | 


one month, f 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That any register 


or officer who shall refuse to register or enter upon | 


the list of voters, or list of persons who wil! be enti- 
tled to vote at any election, the name of any colored 
person having the qualifications of a white citizen 
entitled to vote or to be placed on such list in other 
respects, except race or color, and aay officer or 
member of any board for the admission of electors 
who shalt refuse to admit to the electors’ oath, or to 
the privileges of an clector, any colored person, on 
account of his race, color, or previous condition of 


servitude, or having the qualifications of a white : 


citizen entitled to the privileges of an elector i 
other respects than race color, or previous condi 
tion of servitude, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, on conviction thereot, shall forfeit and pay a 
penalty of not less than $200 nor more than $500, and 
shall be imprisoned not less than one month nor 
more than six months, or both, at the discretion of 
the court. ; 

Sre. 9. And be wt further enacted, That if any per- 
son shall, by threats, violence, or intimidation, pre- 
vent or attempt to prevent any citizen of the United 
States from the free exercise of his right to vote in 


any election at which members of Congress or elect- `| 


ors for President or Vice President of the United 

States may be voted for, such person so offending 

shall be ltable to indictment, and on conviction 

thereof shall be subject to a fine not exceeding 

$1,000, or to imprisonment not less than one year nor 

more Gel three years, or both, at the discretion of 
e court. : 


Src. 10. And be it further enacted, That the circuit ` 
courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction | 
of the suits for forfeitures imposed and causes of | 
action created by this act. and the circuit and dis- ` 


trict courts of the United States shall have jurisdic- 
tion of the misdemeanors created by this act. 


the bill jast reported by the Secretary. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 


asin Committee of the Whole, proceeded to ` 


consider the bill (H. R. No. 1293) to enforce the 
rights of citizens of the United States to vote 
in the several States of this Union, who have 
hitherto been denied that right on account of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

Mr. STEWART. 1 wish to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the provisions of this 
bill, to show that it will not answer the pur- 
pose; that we need something more if we 
intend to enforce the fifteenth amendment. 
wish any bill on this subject to contain all the 
requisites. It will be necessary to glance at 
each section of the bill to see what the propo- 
sition contained in it is, which willtake me but 
a few moments. 

The first section provides: 


That any officer of the United States, or of any | 

tate, Territory, or district, and every officer of any | 

city, county, town, townsb APs borough, ward, parish, | 
er 


or bundred, in any State, ritory, or district, who 
shali by any official act whatever, or by the omission, 
neglect, or refusal to perform any official act or duty 
Whatever, whether under color or pretext of any 
Provision of any State constitution, or any law of 
any State, Territory, or district whatsoever, or of 
any local, municipal, or other law, rule, or ordinance, 


1- | 


I } 


'; Ing to do with registration and the preliminary 
' matters which are necessary prior to voting; : 


citizens to vote therein, And any person who shall ! 
by force, fraud, intimidation, or other unlawful : 
means whatsoever, prevent any colored citizen from ' 


fications, except in respect of color, requisite to en- - 


' able a white citizen to vote thereat, shall, upon 


conviction thereof, be adjudged guilty of a misde- ' 
meanor, &c. i 
Those two sections relate simply to voting. 
If an officer fails or refuses to perform an offi- | 
cial act necessary to give a voter the right to 
vote he is guilty of a misdemeanor. lt pro- ` 
vides for the case of any person who shall by 
fraud, intimidation, or other unlawful means 
revent a citizen from voting. That has noth- | 


so that something else must be provided to | 
reach that. - 

The third section provides ‘‘ that in case the 
constitation or law of any State shall require | 
the assessment or payment of a tax as a qual- 
ification of an elector,’’ and the assessor or ` 


other officer shall refuse or willfully neglect | 


. to assess the person or property of any colored - 


! State to register, record, or transcribe any list |. 


citizen, he shall be punished for that offense. 
The fourth section also relates to the same 
system of the assessment of a tax, put in an- 
other form. i 
The fifth section provides ‘‘ that if any clerk , 
or other officer required by the law of any 


of persons upon whom taxes have been as: | 
sessed,”’ &c., shall refuse to register a colored 
voter, if he is properly assessed for taxes, then : 


: such officer shall forfeit $500 and be deemed : 


| guilty of a misdemeanor. 
The sixth section provides a penalty for any `: 


‘' ment of any officer w 


| 


collector of taxes who does not do his duty 
with regard to the taxes. f 

The seventh section 
o, at any election for 
President and Vice President of the United 


States or members of the House of Represent- ` 


atives, shall fail to receive the vote of a voter 
on account of race or color. 


The eighth section goes on to prescribe the | 
li penalty for refusing to register the voter again. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question : 

now is on proceeding to the consideration of ! 


The ninth section provides the penalty in 
ease ‘any person shall by threats, violence, | 
or intimidatton prevent or attempt to prevent | 


any citizen of the United States from the free || 


exercise of his right to vote in any election at 
which members of Congress, or electors for 
President or Vice President of the United © 
States may be voted for.’’ It provides that ' 


i 


such person shall be liable to indictment and ; ; ; 
| That is the point. 
|| a penalty against those who prevent: colored 
'| citizens from voting, but not for forming a 
l; mob to prevent them from performing the pre- 
l requisites required to entitle them to vote. 


punishment. That is fixing it for a particular 
election. 

These are.the provisions of the House bill. 
It provides for the two cases mentioned; and 
now let me state some cases that it does not | 
provide for. ‘here is nothing in the world in | 
this bill to punish outsiders for preventing the 
registration of voters altogether. ‘That is the 
great difficulty. A mob may prevent registra- 
tion, as they have done over in Virginia,-and 
there is no penalty provided. There is nothing 
to reach that case at all. And in case a mob 
should prevent registration altogether, and not ; 


allow a colored man to register, then under || 
this bill there is nothing to entitle him to vote | 
There is nothing || 
to interfere with the power of a mob to drive |: 
him away from the registrar’s office; and that | 
being conclusive evidence upon the right to ; 


when. he comes to the poll. 


vote, and there being no penalty provided for ; 


that, the whole bill is good for nothing; the 
whole bottom is out of the bill. I tell you, 
Senators, it will not answer the purpose at all. 
Now, in order that the bill reported by the 
Committee on the Judiciary may be understood, 

I desire to call the attention of the Senate to it. 

| Perhaps it may be improved. The Senator 
from North Carolina [Mr. Poot] has made 
some suggestions, and has prepared one or two 
sections which strike me very favorably. One 
of those sections provides against uulawful 
combinations to intimidate voters, which would 
come in properly in connection with this bill. 
It prevents intimidation outside of the imme- 
diate relation to registration and to voting, go- 
ing upon the plantations, Kuklux Klans, &c. 


`. He has prepared some sections which may be 


necessary to make the Senate biil a complete 

bill. Let me analyze fora moment the bill 
` prepared by the Committee on the Judiciary 
_ and see what cases it provides for. 

The first section is the simple declaration of 
the principle that all men shall be entitled to 
vote without distinction of race or color. 

The second section provides— 


, That if by or under the authority of the constitu- 
tion or laws of any State, or the laws of any Terri- 
tory, any act is or shall be required to be done as a 
prerequisite or— 

I want to call attention to this thing, and 
Senators will see the difficulty in framing any- 
thing. If anything is required to be done as 
a prerequisite or— 
qualification for voting, and by such constitution 
or laws persons or officers are or shall be charged 
with the performance of duties in furnishing to citi- 
zens an opportunity to perform such prerequisite, or 
to become qualified to vote, it shall be the duty of 
: every such person and ofiicer to give to all citizens 
: of the United States the same and equal opportunity 

to perform such prerequisite, and to become qualified 

to vote, without distinction of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude. 
We have undertaken to enumerate some 
prerequisites. There may be a thousand other 
' things invented outside of them not referred to 
- by the first section. g 
Mr. SHERMAN. The House bill makes 
it an offense for any officer “ by any official 
` act whatever, or by omission, neglect, or re- 
fusal to perform any official act or duty what- 
ever, whether under color or pretext of any 
provision of any State constitution, or any law 


:: of any State, Territory, or district whatsoever, 


provides for the punish- ‘ or of any local, municipal, or other law, rule, 


or ordinance,” &c., to ‘deny or abridge’’ the 
right to vote. 

Mr. STEWART. The third—— 

Mr. HOWARD. Let me call the attention 
of the Senator from Nevada to the second 
clause of section two of the House bill. Does 
not that cover every case of a mob or other 


| illegal violence by which a colored citizen is 


Mr. STEWART. ‘The second clause of 
section two is, ‘‘and any person who shall by 
! force, fraud, intimidation, or other unlawful 


i! means whatsoever, prevent any colored citizen 


from voting’ —— 

Mr. HOWARD. “From voting.” 

Mr. STEWART. But not from registering, 
I say they have provided 


| 

} 

i 

l 

1 . . 

| prevented from voting? 
\ 

t 

| 

| 


Mr. HOWARD. Suppose a colored citizen 


'! has been prevented from registering by mob 


violence. 


| Mr. STEWART. Under the House bill there 


is no remedy. i A 
Mr. HOWARD. In thst case he is notenti- 
tled to vote, and he is th:reby prevented from 
voting. Does not that bri 1g the offense within 
the language of that clause? . 
Mr. STEWART. No. 
Mr. HOWARD. I av: inclined to 
would. 
Mr. STEWART. It will never be so con- 
strued. Criminal laws are strictly construed. 
i If a colored man waa prevented from register- 


“think it 
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ing, an indictment would not lie against the 
ty so preventing him, for having prevented 
im from voting. 
Mr. HOWARD. 
would. 
Mr. STEWART. Most certainly not. 


Iam inclined to think it 


No 


! 


i 
| 
4 
ti 


criminal law would be construed in that way. | 


Mr. HOWARD. 


a prerequisite for voting, as I suppose it to be? | 


Mr. SHERMAN. 1 wishto call the satten- 


Why not, if registering is | 


| 


- siders or anybody to interfere with voters. 


tion of the Senator from Michigan to the first © 


section of the House bill. 
Mr. STEWART. 


togo on. I undertake to say that there is 


nothing whatever in the House bill to prevent « 
intimidation and fraud by outsiders to prevent - 


a party from performing the prerequisites 
necessary to qualify him to vote. Such a pro- 
vision cannot be found inthe bill. But inthe 
third section of the bill thatis reported by the 
Judiciary Committee we have this provision : 


That whenever, by or under the authority of the |, 


constitution or Jaws of any State, or the laws of any | 
Territory, apy act is or shall be required to bedone | 


by any citizen as a prerequisite to quality or entitle 


him to vote, the offer of any such citizen to perform . 
the act required to be done, as aforesaid, shall, ifit | 


failed to be carried into execution by reason of the 
wrongful act or omission®aforesaid of the person or 


officer charged with theduty of recoiving or permit- | 


ting such performance or offer to perform or acting 


thereon, be deemed and heldasa pertormancein law `! 


of such act, and the person so offering and failing 


fraud or violence he prevents him from voting, 
he is guilty of a misdemeanor ; and I under- 
take to say that that fourth section alone is 
worth three times the whole House bill. It 
will meet three times as many cases as the 
House bill. The fourth section standing alone | 
is worth more than the whole House bill put 
together. It makes it an offense to interfere 
with the registration by outsiders and for out- 


Then the fifth section contains this pro- |! 
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Thope I shall be allowed | 


That any person who shall be deprived of any 


: office except that of member of Congress or member 


as aforesaid and being otherwise qualified, shallbe | 


entitied to vote in the same manner and to thesame 
extent as if he had in fact performed such act. 


That is not provided tor ia the House bill. 
We say in this section that if the man offers to 
perform the prerequisites required by State 
law, and is prevented, that offer shall be equiv- 
alent to a performance, and when he presents 
his affidavit his vote shall be received. It has 
been criticised and suggested that great injus- 
tice may be done by this section. it has been 
severely criticised by the Senator from Ohio, 


[ Mr. Taurman.] All this section provides is |; 


that if a man is otherwise qualified, and has 


offered to become registered or to perform any | 


other act necessary as a prerequisite under the ` 


local laws, his vote shall be received. What 
is the objection to reeeiving his vote under 
those circumstances? If he isa legal voter, 


in every other way qualified, his vote ought to ` of the Senator from Ohio if he is entirely cor- 


be received, whether he is actually registered 
or not. No injustice can be done if his vote 
is received, because he is otherwise qualified, 
a legal voter. 


that he has offered to perform the prerequisite ; 
but then he can be objected to for any other 
reason. He can be objected to because heis not 
otherwise qualified ; but if he is otherwise qual- 
ified, and he presents an affidavit that he offered 
to register or todo any other act required, and 
was not allowed to do it, what is the harm in 
receiving his vote? It ought to be received. 
I say that. those who drive colored men from 
the polls should not reap the advantage of 
their own wrong, and this section, which does 
not appear in the House bill at all, is a very 
important one. 

} did not intend to occapy a moment’stime, 
but | do not want the Senate to lay aside one 
bill and take upanother without knowing what 
they are doing. The fourth section of the bill 
presented by the Judiciary Committee pro- 
vides— 

Thatifany person by force, bribery, threats, intim- 
idation, or otherwise, shall hinder, delay, prevent, 
or obstruct, or attempt to hinder, delay, prevent or 
obstruct any citizen from doing any act authorized by 
this act to be done— 

I will say ‘‘ required to be done” — I pro- 
pose to amend that phraseology at the proper 
time— 
to qualify him to vote or from voting at any election 
as aforesaid, such person shall for every such offense 
forfeit and pay the sum of $500 
aggrieved thereby. 

Here, if any person by any means—by fraud, 
force, or vioience—preventsa man either from 
registering or paying taxes, or doing any act 
necessary to qualify him to vote, or if by 


to the person 


The Senator from Ohio [Mr. | 
THURMAN | says thisisa bounty to swear falsely. | 
The man presents an affidavit showing the fact |! 


' D’s vote, or a black man’s vote, or a white 


| 


of a State Legislature, by reason of the violation of 

the provisions of this act, shall be entitled to recover 

possession of such office by writ of mandamue or 

other appropriate proceeding; and the circuit and , 
district courts of tho United States shall havo con- 

oarrent jotiedichion of all cases arising under this 

section. 


The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Taurman] j 


criticised this section because the word ‘‘man- , 
damus’’ is used in it. I undertake to say that . 
a mandamus is an appropriate proceeding in | 
all eases where there is a refusal to count the | 
votes. Cases may very frequently arise where | 
the officers will refuse to count the votes at all | 
because negroes have voted. | 

Mr. THURMAN. Allow me to ask a ques- | 
tion? 

Mr. STEWART. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. A mandamus might be | 
a proper remedy to command a board of can- 
vassers to count the votes cast; but it is no 
remedy to compel them to count A B’s or C 


man’s vote. In other words, the writ of man- 
damus commands a body to do an act, but 
never regulates the discretion or judgment of 
the body. 


Mr. STEWART. I understand that per- 


them at all, you want a proceeding to force 
them to make the return and count those votes. 
You may want other proceedings, and hence the 


i term ‘or other appropriate proceedings ;’’ 


you can have a guo warranto or any other | 
appropriate proceeding. 
Mr. CARPENTER. Tabould like to inquire ; 


rect in the last statement he makes as to the 
office of a mandamus. A mandamus issued 
by a superior to an inferior judicial court only 
puts that tribunal in motion, compels it to de- 
cide a cause, for instance, without requiring it | 
to decide it in a particular way. But I under- | 
stand that a mandamus directed to a minis- 
terial officer most generally, indeed, so far as 


and commands him to do a specifie thing. For 
instance, suppose the votes have been can- : 
vassed in a town, and the canvassers have 
thrown the vote out and yet the law requires 
that return to be made to a higher board of 
canvassers, as it does in the State which I par- | 
tially represent; in that case a mandamus. to | 
the second board of canvassers would reach | 
the difficulty by compelling them to count that , 


vote. 

Mr. THURMAN. [If it does not interrupt | 
the Senator from Nevada, I should like to an- 
swer the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. STEWART. It will not interrupt me. | 

Mr. THURMAN. Wehad that precise ques- 
tion in Ohio. The clerk of the court and the 
board of canvassers in one of the counties of | 
the State refused to count what was called the 
soldier vote—the vote of the soldiers cast out- | 
side of the State of Ohio—on the ground that | 
the law was unconstitutional that authorized a 
vote to be taken outside of the State of Ohio. 
On an application for a mandamus to the | 
supreme court of the State, composed of four | 
Republican judges and one Democrat, that | 
court unanimously decided that a mandamus | 
would not lieto compel that board of canvassers | 
to count that vote ; itwould only lie to compel | 
them to count votes; but as to counting a par- 
ticular vote it would not lie. 
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Mr. CARPENTER. Let me ask the Sena- 
tor, was not that decision based on some par- 
ticular attitude of the cause, the record, for 
instance, not presenting a question which en- 
abled the court to determine it. But is not this 
a general proposition of law, that where a man- 
damus is applied for to a ministerial officer, 
it is the office of that writ to determine what 
ought to be done, and then command the epe- 
cific thing to be performed ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I will answer both ques- 
tions, for there are two. In the first place the 
record did present the question fairly. In the 
second place, in regard to the more general 
interrogatory of the Senator, I have this to say, 
that wherever there is judgment or discretion 
to be exercised by an officer, whether he be a 
ministerial officer or a judicial officer, the writ 
of mandamus cannot control that discretion. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Precisely. 

Mr. THURMAN. It only compels the offi- 
cer to exercise his discretion, or to pronounce 
his judgment; but what that shall be the writ 
of mandamus cannot control. 

Mr. CARPENTER. That is so; but ina 
case where a particular voter claimed to have 
his vote counted, and stated in the record the 


| grounds on which that claim was based, to wit, 
| bis age, his residence, his qualifications, and 
| all the circumstances which entitled him to 


have his vote counted, the court would pass 


_ upon that question and decide the case in his 
. favor and order his vote to be counted. 


Mr. THURMAN. My friend from Nevada 
is very patient, and I will not take more thana 
moment of his time. This bill goes on the idea 
that the man’s vote has been refused; that he 
never has voted. Then there is no vote to 


i count; the man has been refused his vote. 


| fectly. Suppose there is a majority of colored | 
votes, and the election officers refuse to return |' 


How he would have voted is a thing that could 
only depend on his testimony, and that would 
be testimony taken after the fact. You may 


' punish the board for refusing; but you cannot 


` order them by mandamus to count a vote that 
:, never had an existence, but where there was 


' simply an offer to vote. 


r STEWART. It is very evident that 
this is an appropriate remedy for a very im- 
portant class of cases that frequently may arise 
when boards of canvassers refuse to make any 
return whatever. Forcertain purposes a man- 
damus all admit to be a proper remedy; but 
there are other ‘‘appropriate proceedings ”’ 
that can be resorted to, such as the quo war- 
ranto. I do not think, therefore, the learned 
criticism on that section amounts to much. 

Now, for the rest of our bill, it is simply pro- 


: viding the machinery to put the billin motion; 
I recollect, always disposes of the question |: 


and L want to call the attention of the Senate 
to that. We have the machinery, substantially, 
of the civil rights act to put the bill in motion. 
The House bill merely makes it an offense to 
do certain things, covering about one half the 
ground; and it makes itan offense punishable 
in the United States district courts. Who is 
going todo it? What is that going to amount 
to? Who is going to be prosecutor? The 
Senate bill goes on and not only gives the 
United States courts jurisdiction, but requires 
the circuit Judges to appoint commissioners 
wherever it may be necessary—if necessary, 
in every precinct—to arrest and punish par- 
ties. It empowers the marshal to aid those 
commissioners, and to summon the posse com- 
itatus whenever it may be necessary. It fur- 
ther empowers the commissioners to appoint 
special officers to enforce their writs, and it 
empowers the President of the United States 
to aid the courts in the enforcement of the law. 
You have gotthe agents here in this bill—a 
system which was matured when the civil rights 
act was passed, giving agencies to enforce the 
bill. Merely declaring it an offense, and leav- 
ing anybody to prosecute it that pleases, and 
making no farther provision, will be a dead 
letter. It also provides for paying these officers, 

Now, suppose you have a district in the 
South where they refuse to allow the negro to 


i] vote, where men are combined together against 
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it. Suppose that the United States judge is 
applied to, and he appoints a local commis- 
sioner for that district. That commissioner 
can appoint his officers. When these offenses 
are committed, when there is an attempt to 
prevent registration, the guilty parties can be 
arrested. You have got the whole power of 
the Government in aid of your law. 

All this machinery is left out of the House 
bill. The House bill would be just as good if 
it simply said that all men should vote, being 
otherwise qualified, without distinction of race 
or color, and that if any officer should inter- 
fere with them in any way he should be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 
It will fall a dead letter. 


That is all there is of it. same and equal opportunity to pertorm such pre- 


I apprehend if you pass a bill that has the | 


elements of success in it, that has machinery | 


whereby it can be enforced, it will enforce 
itself. If it is known that where there is re- 


sistance in a locality the United States circuit | 


judge can appoint commissioners, and that 
those commissioners are judges for that pur- 
pose, have all the power of local magistrates, 
that they can appoint police officers, and that 
those police officers can be paid and the com- 
missioners can be paid by the United States, 
and that guilty parties can be arrested there 
on the spot, and the power of the Government 
be brought to bear to sustain them, a bill with 
that machinery, I apprehend, will be respected. 
You may create as many offensesas you please, 
but if you provide no machinery for punishing 


there i i ill, it will ¿i 
them, as there is not in the House bill, it will « otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to vote in the 


amount to nothing. 

I do not want to occupy the time of the 
Senate in the particular discussion of this bill; 
but before any Senator undertakes to amend 


a bill bere in the Senate it will be well for him | 


to spend some time in examining each expres- 
sion carefully, and to see toit that his amend- 
ment covers the case, that it meets the case 
he intends to meet. I can tell the effect of the 
Senate bill in a moment. In the first place, 
it makes it the duty of all officers charged with 
doing any act which isa prerequisite to voting 
to furnish to all men, without distinction of 


color, an equal opportunity of performing it. | 


In the next place, if a person is otherwise 
qualified to vote, and attempts to qualify bim- 


self by registering, or paying taxes, perform- | 
ing the acts required, and he fails by reason | 


of being unlawtully prevented, then he shall 
go to the polls with his vote. The next sec- 


tion provides that if any person—this goes | 
outside of the officers—iutimidate him while | 


he is attempting to qualify himself by perform- 
ing the prerequisites, or by any other unlawful 
means attempt to prevent him from perform- 
ing that prerequisite, or if any person shall 


prevent him unlawfully from voting by threats ` 
or by any other mode of obstruction, then that ' 


person shall be guilty of an offense. The next 
section provides that the candidate who is 
entitled to his office by reason of the refusal 
of boards of canvassers, or otherwise, to count 
the colored vote, may have his action to obtain 
possession of his office. The rest of it is the 
machinery of the civil rights bill modified to 


suit the emergencies of the case, whereby you | 


have agents to enforce the law, and the power 
of the Government to protect the voters ina 
fair opportunity to record their votes. 

Now, Mr. President, I propose to offer as a 
substitute for the House bill the Senate bill, 
together with the amendments which I offered 
to that bill. I should like to modify the Sen- 
ate bill on the third page, in line four of the 
fourth section, so that it will read ‘* prevent 
or obstruct any citizen from doing any act 
required to be done,” striking out the words 


‘authorized by this act” and in lieu of those | 


words inserting ‘‘ required.” 

I offer the original Senate bill, with the 
amendments I before proposed to that, as a 
substitute for the House bill. I move to strike 
out all after the enacting clause of the House 
bill and to insert: 

That all citizens of the United States who are or 


shall be otherwise qualified by law to vote at any 
election by the people in any State, Territory, dis- 
trict, county, city, parish, township, school district, 
municipality, or other territorial subdivision, shall 
be entitled and allowed to vote at ail such elections, | 
without distinction of race, color, or previous condi- 
tion of servitude; any law, custom, usage, or regu- 
lation of any State or Territory, or by or under its 
authority, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, ‘that if by or under | 


‘| the authority of the constitution or laws of any State, | 
, or the laws of any Territory, any act is or shall be 
: required to be done as a prerequisite or qualification 


tor voting, and by such constitution or laws persons 
or officers are or shail be charged with the perform- | 
ance of duties in furnishing to citizens an opportunity 
to perform such prercquisite, or to become qualified 
to vote, itshall be the duty of every such person and 
officer to give to all citizens of the United States the - 


requisite, and to become qualified to vote, without - 


distinction of race, color, or previous condition of ser- 


vitude; and if any such person or officer shall refuse |: 


or knowingly omit to give full effect tothiasection, he | 
shall, for every such offense, forieit and pay the sum 
of $500 to the person aggrieved thereby, to be recov- : 
ered by an action on the case, with full costs andsuch | 
allowance for counsel fees as tho court shall deem 
just, and shali also, tor every such offense, be deemed | 


guilty of a misdemeanor, und shall, on conviction |! fined 


thereof, be fined not less than $500, and be imprisoned $ 


not jess than one month and not more than one year. 
SEC. 3. And be t further enacted, That whenever, | 


by or under the authority of the constitution or laws || 


of any State or the laws of any ‘Yerritory, any act is 
or shall be requircd to be done by any citizen asa 
prerequisite to qualify or entitle him to vote, the otter 
of any such citizen to perform the act required to be | 
done as aforesaid shall, if it fail to be carried into 
execution by reason of the wrongful act or omission 
aforesaid ot the person or oflicer charged with the 
duty of receiving or permitting such performance or 
offer to perform or acting thereon, be deemed and 


person so offering and failing as aforesaid and being 


same manner and to the same extent as if he had in 
fact performed guch act; and any judge, inspector, 
or other officer of election whose duty it isorshall be 
to receive, count, certify, register, report, or give 
effect to the vote of anysuch citizen, who shall retuse 
or knowingly omit to receive, count, certify, regis- 
ter, report, or give effect to the vote of such citizen, 
upon the presentation by him of his affidavit stating 
such offer and the time and place thereof, and the | 
name of the officer or person whose duty it was to act 
thereon, and that he was wrongfully prevented by 
such person or officer from performing such act, shall 
for every such offense forfeit and pay the sum of $500 
to the person aggrieved thereby, to be recovered by 


ance for counsel! fees as the court shall deem just, and 
shali also, for every such offense, be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shali, on conviction thereot, be fined 
not less than $500, and be imprisoned not less than 
one month and not more than one year. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son, by force, bribery, threats, intimidation, or other- 
wise, shall hinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct, or 
attempt to hinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct any 
citizen from doing any act required to be done to 
qualify him to vote or trom voting at any election as 
aforesaid, such person shall for every such offense | 
forfeit and pay the sam of $500 to the person aggrieved 
thereby, to be recovered byan action on the case, 
with tull costs and such allowance for counsel fees as 
the court shall deem just, and shall also for every 
such offense be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shal! 
on conviction thereof, be fined not less than „an 
be imprisoned not less thanone month and not more ; 
than one year. _ 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That any person ! 


! who shall be deprived of any office, except that of 


I 
member of Congress or member of a State Legisla- | 
ture, by reason of the violation of the provisions of | 
this act, shall be entitled to recover possession of | 
such ofice by writ of mandamus or other appropriate | 
proceeding; and the circuit and district courts of the : 
nited Statesshall have concurrent jurisdiction with | 
the proper State courts of all cases arising under this | 
section. i 
SEC. 6, And be it further enacted, That the district | 
courts of the United States, within their respective 
districts, shali have, exclusively of the courts of the ` 
several States, cognizance of „all crimes and offenses | 
committed against the provisions of this act, and | 
also, concurrently with the circuit courts of the Uni- ; 
H 

i 

l 


ted States, of all causes, civil and criminal, arising | 
under this act, except as herein otherwise provided; 
and the jurisdiction hereby conferred shall be exer- | 
cised in conformity with the laws and practice gov- ` 
erning United States courts; and all crimes and i 
offenses committed against the provisions of this act | 
muy be prosecuted by the indictment of a grand jury, | 
or, in cages of crimes and offenses, not infamous, the | 
prosecution may Be either by indictment or inform- | 
ation filed by the district attorney in a court having : 
jurisdiction. ; ERE 
SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the district ; 
attorneys, marshals, and deputy marshals of the | 
United States, the commissioners appointed by the | 
circuit and territorial courts of the United States, | 
with powers of arresting, imprisoning, or bailing | 
offenders against the laws of the United States, and 
every other officer who may be specially empowered 
by the President of the United States, shall be, and 
they are hereby, specially authorized and required, 
at the expense of the United States, to institute pro- | 
ceedings against all and every person who shall vio- | 


late the provisions of this act, and cause him or them 
to be arrested and imprisoned, or bailed, as the cuse 
may be, for trial, before such court. of the United 
States or territorial court as has cognizance of the 
offense. And with a view to afford reasonable pro- 
tection to all persons in their constitutional right to 
vote without distinction of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, and to the prompt discharge 
of the duties of this act, it shall be the duty of the 
circuit courts of the United States, and the superior 
courts of the Territories of the United States, from 
time to time, to increase the number of commission- 
ers, 80 as to afford a speedy and convenient means 
for the arrest and examination of persons charged 
with a violation of this act; and such commissioners 
are hereby authorized and required to exercise and 
discharge all the powers and duties conferred on 
them by this act, and the same duties with regard 
to offenses created by thisact, as thoy are authorized 
by law to exercise with regard to other offenses 
against the laws of the United States. 

Sesc. 8 And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of all marshals and deputy marshals to 
obey and execute all warrants and precepts issued 
under the provisions of this act when to them di- 
rected ; and should any marshal or deputy marshal 
refuse to receive such warrant or other process when 


. tendered, or to use all proper means diligently to 


execute the same, he shail, on conviction thereof, be 
in the sum of $1,000, to the use of the person 
deprived of the rights conferred by this act. And 
the better to enable the said commissioners to execute 
their duties faithfully and efficiently in conformity 
with the Constitution of the United States and the 
requirements of this act, they are hereby authorized 
and empowered within their districts respectively to 
appoint, in writing, under their hands, any one or 
more suitable persons from time to time to execute 
all such warrants and other process as may be issued 
hy them in the lawful performance of their respective 
duties; and the persons so appointed to execute any 
warrant or process as aforesaid shall have authority 


l :i tosummon and call to their aid the bystanders or 
held as a performance in law of such act; and the || 4 


posse comitatus of the proper county, or such portion 


; of the land or naval forces of the United States or of 


: the 


the militia as may be necessary to the performance 
of theduty with which they are charged, and to insure 
a faithful observance of the fifteenth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States; and such war- 
rants shall run and be executed by said officers any- 
where in the State or Territory within which they 


', are issued. 


Sue. 9. And be it further enacted, That any person 
who shall knowingly and willfully obstruct, hinder, 
or prevent any officer or other person charged with 
the exeoution of any warrant or process issued under 

provisioné of this act, or any person or persons 
lawfully asaisting him or them, from arresting any 
person for whose apprehension such warrant or pro- 


cess may have been issued, or shall rescue orattempt 
an action on the case, with full costs and such allow- i : t is 


| other person or persons, or those lawfully assisting as 


to rescue such person from the custody of the officer or 


aforesaid when so arrested, pursuant to the authority 
herein given and declared, or shall aid, abet, or 
assist any person so arrested as aforesaid, directly 
or indirectly, to escape from the custody of the offi- 
cer or other person legally authorized as aforesaid, 
or shall harbor or conceal any person for whose 
arrest a warrant or process shall have been issued as 
aforesaid so as to prevent his discovery and arrest 
after notice or knowledge of the fact that a warrant 
has been issued for the apprehension of such person, 
shall for either of said offenses be subject to a fine 
not excoeding $1,000 and imprisonment not exceed- 
ing six manths, by indictment and conviction before 
the district or circuit court of the United States for 
the district or circuit in which said offense may have 
been committed, or before the proper court of crim- 
inal jurisdiction, if committed within any one of the 
organized Territories of the United States. . 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
missioners, district attorneys, the marshals, their 
deputies, and the clerks of the said district, circuit, 
and territorial courts shall be paid for their services 
the like fees as may be allowed to them for similar 
services in other cases. The person or persons au- 
thorized to execute the process tn be issued by such 
commissioners for the arrest of offenders against the 
provisions of this act shall be entitled to a fee of 
ten dollars for each person he or they may arrest 
and take before any such commissioner as aforesaid, 
with such other fees as may be deemed reasonable 
by such commissioner for such other additional ser- 
vices as may be necessarily performed by him or 
them, such as attending at the examination, keep- 
ing the prisonor in custody, and providing him with 
food and lodging during his detention, and until the 
final determination of such commissioner, ‘and in 
general for performing such other duties as may be 
required in the premises; such fees to he made up in 
conformity with the fees usually charged by the offi- 
cers of the courts of justice within the proper dis~ 
triet or county, as near as may be practicable, and 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States on the 
certificate of the jadge of the district within which 
the arrest is made, and to bé recoverable from the 
defendant as part of the judgmentin case of convic- 


tion. 

Sec. 11. Aad be it further enacted, That whenever 
the President of the United States shall have reason 
to believe that offenses have been or are likely to be 
committed against the provisions of this act within 
any judicial district, itsbali be lawful for him, in. his 
discretion, to direct the judge, marshal, and district 
attorney of such district to attend at such place 
within the district, and for such time as he may 
designate, far the purpose of the more speody arrest 
and trial of persons charged with a violation of this 
act; and it shall be tha duty of every judge or other 
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officer, when any such requisition shall be received 
by him, to attend at the place and for the time therein 
designated. . 

Src. 12. And be tt further enacted, That it shall be 


lawful for the President of the United States, or such | 


person as he may empower for that purpose, to em- 
aloy such part of the land or naval forces of the 
Tnited States, or of the militia, as shall be deemed 
necessary to prevent the violation and enforce the 
due execution of this act. 

Sec. 13. And be tt further enacted, That whenever 
any person shall hold office, except as a member of 
Congress or of some State Legislature, contrary to 


article uf amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, it shall be the duty of the district 
attorney of the United States for the district in which 
auch person shall hold office as aforesaid to proceed 
against such per-on by writ of quo warranto, return- 
able to the circuit or district court of the United 
States in such district, and to prosecute the same to 
the removal of such person from office; and any writ 
of quo tcarraato so brought as aforesaid shall take 
precedence of all other cases on the docket of the 
court to which it is made ret :rnable, and shall not 
be continued unless for cause proved to the satisfac- 
tion of the court. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That any person 
who shall hereafter knowingly accept or hold 
office under the United States or any State, to which 
he is ineligible under the third section of the four- 
teenth article of amendment of the Constitution of 


any , 


` exceptions to the disloyalty of the South. 


I need only point to those native-born south- 
erners who are on this floor, who are honored 
in their own States, and were signal excep- 
tions to this disloyalty, to show that no such 
idea could have been in my mind as that which 
would suppose that there were no marked 


referred simply to the number of persons when 
I said that the exceptions were insignificant, 


J ' and I wish so to be distinctly understood. 
the provisions of the third section of the fourteenth | 


But while I am upon this point I wish to say 
that even if the man whose name I first men- 


‘tioned, James L. Pettigru, were now alive, 


the United States, or who shall attempt to hold or |: 


exerelte Ihe duties of any such office, Shall be deemed : 
guilty of a misdemeanor against the United States, |: A 5 
S ', South Carolina from a rebel Legislature. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CHAND- ` 


and upon conviction thereof before the circuit or 


district court of the United States shall be impris- | 


oned not more than one year and fined not exceed- 
ing $1,000, and shall forever be disqualified to hold 
any ofliceof honor, trust, or profit under the United 
States or any State. 


SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That all persons |: 


within the jurisdiction of the United States shall 
have the same right in every State and Territory in 
the United States to make and enforce contracts, to 


he would be disqualified from holding office 
under the Government of the United States 
by the fourteenth amendment; that even he, 
with every pulsation of his heart beating in 
harmony with the cause of the Union, would 
by the restrictions of that amendment be inel- 
igible to a seat on this floor or to the holding 
of a petty post office. 


Mr. HOWARD. Did Mr. Pettigra take part ` 


in the war of the rebellion against the United 
States? 


J: 


Mr. STEWART. We can come into the 
Senate, then, and it can be amended to any 


extent. 

Mr. HOWARD. If the Senator wishes to 
take a vote of the Senate on the question of 
substituting his bill for the one before the Sen- 
ate, I will withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hope the Senator from 
Michigan will not do that. If the Senate bill 
' were adopted as a substitute for the House bill 


: then it is true that in the Senate you could 


Mr. SAWYER. Mr. Pettigru accepted the » 


LER in the chair.) The question is on the 


‘ amendment of the Senator trom Nevada, [Mr. 


security of person and property as is enjoyed by - 


white citizens, and shall be subject to like punish- 
ments, pains, penalties, taxes, licenses, and exac- 


tions of every kind, and none other, any law, stat- 


ute, ordinance, regulation, or custom to the con- , 
trary notwithstanding, No tax or charge shall be | 


imposed or enforced by any State upon any person 
emigrating thereto trom a foreign country which is 
not equally imposed and enforced upon every persun 
emigrating to such State from any other foreign 
country, and any law of any State in conflict with 
this provision is hereby declared null and void. 
Sgc. 16. And A 
who, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, 
regulation, or custom, shall subject, or cause to be 
subjected, any inhabitant of any State or Territory 
to the deprivation of any right secured or protected 
by this act, or to different punishment, pains, or 
penalties, on account of such person being an alien, 
or by reason of his color or race, than is prescribed 
for the punishment of citizens, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be pun- 
ished by fine not exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment 


not exceeding one year, or both, in the discretion of | 


the court. > 


SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That the act to | 


protect all persons in the United States in their civil 
rights, and farnish the means of their vindication, 


passed April 9, 1866, is hereby reénacted; and said | 
act, except the first and second sections thereof, is | 


hereby referred toand made a part of this act; and 
section fifteen and section sixteen hereof shall be 
enforced according to the provisions of said act. 


Mr. SAWYER. 
Senate for a moment to a personal explana- 
tion. I would not encroach on the time of this 
debate for any explanation which concerned 
myself only, but my attention has been called 
to a few words which I uttered yesterday as 
doing injustice to others. I desire very briefly 
to call attention to the remarks which were 
thought to do that injustice, and to say a word 
in explanation of what I thought I did say and 
what I intended to say. The remarks referred 
to ice take the liberty of reading from the 
Globe: 


“The rebellion took into its vortex the whole | 


southern population, with exceptions absolutely in- 


significant in number. All classes were bound up | 
in sympathy withit. Everyman, woman, and child, | 
with, as I said, insignificant exceptions, had but one | 


aspiration so far as the political situation was con- 
cerned; and that was that the southern confeder- 
acy and the cause of the rebellion might triumph. 
Here and there a man of generally very slight polit- 
ical or social significance among his fellows was or 
professed to be a loyal man.” 

Ithas been called to my attention that thereare 
several distinguished exceptions to the disloy- 
alty of the South throughout the States lately 
in rebellion. I need only refer to such names 
as Pettigru, Durant, and others which might 
be named of equal significance, to show that 
some of the exceptions were very significant. 


I ask the attention of the | 


be it further enacted, That any person . 


STEWART. } 


: office of codifier of the laws of the State of 3 


Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, on reading ` 
, the second section of the House bill more care- 


: fally than I was able to do before I have come :: 


sue, be parties, give evidence, and to the full and | : . : 
equal benefit of all laws and proceedings for the | to the conclusion that it does not restrain and . 


punish violent opposition to the registration of ` 


voters. I can hardly conceive how that was 
omitted by the party who drafted this bill. 
The language is: 


And any person who shall, by force, frand, intimi- |: 


dation, or other unlawful means whatsoever, prevent 


j any colored citizen from voting at any such election 


who possesses the qualifications, except in respect 
of color, requisite to enable a white citizen to vote 
thereat, shall, upon convittion thereof, &c. 


I rather think that that section would not ` 
‘ apply to violent opposition made to a party ` 


offering to register himself simply, because [ 


think the word ‘‘qualifications’’ here must re- |: 


fer, if it refers to anything, to the registration | 


of the voter. I think that is a very serious 
omission; and if it be in order, I beg to offer 


an amendment to it so as to bring that sort of ` 


violence within the operation of the clause. 


Li 


will offer the following amendment, after the ` 


word ‘‘from,’’ in line nine of the second sec- 


‘| tion, to insert: 


amend by adding to it; but you could not strike 
anything out of it. The point made by the 
, Senator from Michigan is perfectly correct; 
` you cannot amend it except by adding some- 
_ thing to it; you cannot amend by striking out, 
if it has been adopted as a substitute for the 
House bill. Such I understand to be the rule. 
Mr. STEWART. After we get into the 

_ Senate we can amend it. 

Mr. THURMAN, Notbystrikingout. You 
can add to it, but not strike out from it. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will state that it can be done in the Senate, 
although not in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. STEWART. That will be the same 
thing practically. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hope the Senate will 
go on and perfect the House bill, and then let 
the motion be made to strike it out. That is 
the more regular course. 

Mr. HOWARD. That had occurred to me 
as being the more regular proceeding. 

Mr. STEWART. It will take several days 
‘to perfect the House bill. If you are willing 
' to take the labor of the committee, let us have 
the sense of the Senate. It the Senate wish to 
ignore entirely what the committee have done, 
and propose to commence with the House bill 
as a basis, let us understand it. Ifthe Senate 
is going to make the labor of the committee 
as it is a basis for perfecting a bill, we had 
` better adopt the substitute, and then we can 
amend it in the Senate as much as we desire. 

Mr. POOL. Mr. President, I haveexamined 
both these bills, and I think both are defective. 
I believe it will be easier to amend the Senate 
bill so as to make it what it should be than it 
will be to amend the House bill. I understand 
that the motion of the Senator from Nevada is 
to substitute the Senate bill for the House bill. 
[ suppose if that substitution were made it 
would then be too late to amend the Senate 


bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


state that after the bill comes into the Senate 


Registering his name preparatory to voting, or | 


from doing any other act required by law as a pre- 
requisite to voting, or from. 


So as to read: 
And any person who shall by force, fraud, intimi- 


dation, or other unlawful means whatsoever,prevent | 


any culored citizen trom registering his name pre- 
paratory to voting, or from doingtany other act re- 


quired by law as a prerequisite to voting, or from i 


voting at any such election, &c. 


Mr. NYE. I inquire whether, the Senator 


from the Committee of the Whole it may then 
be amended. 

Mr. STEWART. Or we can do as we did 
yesterday, consider the substitute as an original 
bill and leave it open to amendment. ‘hat 
was done by unanimous consent yesterday. 
Then we can have the same freedom of amend- 
ment. 


1 Myr. POOL. I think the time necessary to 


from Nevada [Mr. Stewart] having moved . 


an amendment as a substitute for the House 


‘| in committee than in the Senate. 


bill, this amendment isin order for discussion | 


now? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis in order : 


to amend the original bill before the motion 
to strike out and insert a substitute is put. 
The question is on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, [Mr. Howarp. ] 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to take the 
sense of the Senate which bill they would pre- 
fer to act on. 
amendments, but the House bill will have to 
be done all over before it will begin to answer 
the purpose. 


the substitute, and then amend that if any 
amendment is necessary to it. 


Mr. HOWARD. The difficulty would be | 


that if we adopt the substitute as a whole we 
cannot afterward amend it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Yes; by addition. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Not by alteration. 


The substitute may need some ' 


i 


amend the Senate biil as it should be would be 
very considerable, and it had better be done 
I suppose 
that while the proposition of the Senator from 
Nevada is pending, to substitute the Senate 
bill, it will be proper to offer amendment after 
amendment to that Senate bill, and to perfect 
it. And when it is perfected, then the Senate 
; can vote whether they will substitute it for the 
: House bill or not. I rose simply to express it 
as my judgment that we shall arrive at a cor- 
rect conclusion sooner and better by amend- 
| ing the Senate bill, and substituting it, than 
i by attempting to amend the House bill in the 


\ 
f 
| 
| 
| 


‘| present stage of the proceedings. 


I suggest whether it would not | 
be better to take the sense of the Senate on | 
i Mr. POOL. So I understand. 
Í 


i 


| 
| 


Mr. STEWART. The Senate billas it stands 
now is open to amendment. 


Mr. STEWART. The amendment may be 
amended. We may commence to perfect that; 


' but if we are going to commence our work with 


' the House bill we shall spend the whole day on 


! that without getting any nearer a result. 


| Mr. POOL. I think we shall arrive earlier 
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at a just and proper conclusion by proceeding 
to amend the Senate bill. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I do not desire to 
detain the Senate at any length on this subject; 
but it seems to me that this Senate Dill is the | 
better bill of the two. If there are any par- 
ticular provisions in it which need amendment 
let them be amended; but the general scope | 
and purpose of the Senate bill seem to me far 
preferable to the one which has been sent to 
us by the House. This House bill is confined 
almost exclusively, and I think exclusively, to 

unishing officers and persons who shall intim- | 
idate or hinder or delay voting in the methods 
pointed out by the bill, or permitting the per- | 
formance of some duty which isenjoinedonthem | 


as officersunderthelaw. In that particularit is ` 


in no way remedial ; it punishes the crime after 
it is complete and done, but it gives no remedy 
to the person who has been injured by the | 
wrongful act. | 

Now, the fifth section of the Senate bill js - 
in my judgment worth the whole House bill | 
together. It provides that— 

Any person who shall be deprived of any office, | 
except that of member of Congress or member of a 
State Legislature— f 

Of course that exception is because the Con- | 
gress and the Legislature are the exclusive 
judges of the qualifications and eleciions of 
their members— 
by reason of the violation of the provisions of this | 
act, shall be entitled to recover possession of such | 
oliice by writ of mandamus or other appropriate pro- | 
eceding, and the circuit and district courts of the | 
United States shall have concurrent jurisdiction of 
all cases arising under this section. 

Here is the great distinction in doctrine and 
philosophy between the two bills, and the ques- 
tion now is which course of action the Senate 
choose to take. If we are simply to follow on 
after the violation of law and punish the man | 


of the objections which are made to this bill; 
they seem to me to be exceedingly sharp and 
technical; but we design to do one of two 
things: we design to carry out and enforce and 


| secure, not merely the observance of the letter, 
: but to accomplish the spirit and object of this 


_ remedy like that provided in the fifth section 
: of the Senate bill; or we mean to say to men 


of this writof mandamus. So it is with many | 
amendment, in which case we must have some 
1 


_ all over the country, *‘ If you choose to violate ` 


~ the law we will punish you simply by fine and | 


imprisonment, and that shall square the ac- | 


| count.” 
Mr. HOWARD. Ifyou can find a jary that i 
will convict. : 


Mr. CARPENTER. If you can find ajury | 
to convict, the Senator from Michigan suggests. ` 
That is not enough. This amendment to the 
Constitution is ample and full, and clothes Con- 


. gress with all power to secure the end which it ` 
. declares shall be accomplished; and in this 


: case, by this section, we have a remedy which ; 
‘| secarestothe man who has been injured redress 


for the wrong he has suffered. 
There are several things about this Senate | 
bill, some things in its phraseology, perhaps 
some in itssubstantial and important provisions, 
that may be improved by amendment; but it 
seems to me to be a far better bill if we desire 
to do anything. If we merely wish to pretend | 
to do something and not accomplish anything | 
substantial and important, the House bill isan , 
excellent recipe for doing that; but if we mean 
to carry out, execute, and secure the perform- 
ance and observance of this amendment to the i 
Constitution, it is certain to my mind that the 


' Senate bill is far preferable to the bill that ` 


` comes from the House; and for that reason I 


‘| hope the Senate will not adopt it as a substi- 


who has violated it, in each particular case, by | 


| 

| 
fine and imprisonment, then the House bill is | 
the best conceived bill. Jf we design to do | 
something more than that; if we design to go | 
beyond merely punishing specific violations of 
the law, and to carry out and enforce the prin- | 
ciple of this amendment to the Constitution, | 
and give effect to the votes of colored persons | 
offered at the polls, then we should have some | 
such provision as is contained in the Senate ` 
bill. 

The objection made by the Senator from | 
Ohio [Mr. Tourwaw] the other day to the use | 
of the word mandamus there, and indeed the | 
whole speech of that Senator, which sparkled | 
with wit and sarcasm and Democratic indig- | 
nation, amused me and pleased me. I like a 
good thing coming from any source; and we 
never get anything but a good thing from the 
Senator from Ohio; but for all that, there is 
more sharpness than substantial philosophy in 
the objection to this bill. Take, for instance, 
this matter of mandamus. ‘There are many 
cases in which a mandamus might be the 
appropriate remedy. It is specified only as | 
one; and all others are included in the section. | 
Tapping, “On a Writ of Mandamus,” lays 
down this rule: | 

. Insome cases it isstated to be a principle as tothe 
dispensing the writ of mandamus that it never issues | 
tocommand officers in theirjudicial, but only in their 
ministerial capacities. This, as the statement of a 
principle, is certainly erroneous, for the writ lies to 
command both judicial and ministerial officers. ‘The 

orm of it in the two cases is, however, different in 

this that when it issues to enforce the exercise of a | 
judicial capacity it is general in its terms, and not 
specific. Thus it would merely require the judge of 
an interior court ‘to adjudicate,’ without specifying 
what jadgment to give; or, in other words, ‘to give 
sentence’ generally, without saying what sentence; 
whereas, in the case of a ministerial officer, the writ 
would, in terms, specifically command ‘he perform- 
ance of the particular act or acts; as ‘to swear in 

B as church-warden,’ &c.”—Tapping on Writ of | 
Mandamus, pp. 176, 177. 

Now, it may happen in the machinery of 
State laws for conducting an election and can- 
vassing the return that the first canvassers may 
exclude these votes, and there would be oppor- 
tanity subsequently, in the process of canvass- 
ing the ballots, of correcting it by the application | 


i will withdraw my amendment for the present, 


| substituting the Senate bill for the House bill, 


tute. Let us take this Senate bill and go through , 
with it, perfect it by additions or subtractions, 
but act upon it as the basis of the legislation 
called for at the present time. 

Mr. HOWARD. I think upon the whole I 


and I hope the Senate will come to a vote on 
the question of substituting the Senate for the 
House bill. 

Mr. CORBETT. I suggest to the Senator 
from Nevada to pass over the House bill and | 
take up the Senate bill, and amend it as he 
proposes, and then amend the House bill by | 
substituting for it the Senate bill after it shall : 


have been perfected. i 
Mr. STEWART. Nothing would be gained '; 


i| by that. We have got the House bill now 

' before us, and this is the shortest way of pro- | 

| ceeding. Let it go right along the way it is | 
going. 


Mr. CORBETT. AsI understand theSen | 
ator from Nevada, he desires to perfect the 
Senate bill. After he has perfected the Sen- 
ate bill, he can then amend the House bill by 


after tbe enacting clause. 

Mr. STEWART. Why not perfect the sub- 
stitute now? Let us amend it as we desire 
now. 

Mr. CORBETT. That is my suggestion. 

Mr. STEWART. The motion now is to 
substitute the Senate bill for the House bill, 
and we have a right to amend the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WARNER. I move to amend the Sen- 
ate bill in section two, line fifteen, by striking 
out the words “ the person aggrieved thereby’? 
and inserting ‘‘ any person who shall sue for 
the same.’ J understand that we have aright 
to perfect the amendment. 

Mr. CORBETT. Do I understand that the 
Senate bill is before the Senate ? 


the Senate as an amendment to the House | 
bill. 


Mr. CORBETT. As I understood, the dif- || d 


ficulty was, after amending the House bill, to | 


amend the Senate bill by striking out ; that it j 


could not be done in the Senate. My sugges- 


i 


tion was to amend the Senate bill first, and 
then move itas an amendment to the House 
bill, and then the bill would be perfect. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ifthe Senator from Ore- 
gon will listen to me for a moment he wil 
see precisely how the thing stands. The Sen- 
ate passed over the Senate bill and took up 


| the House bill. Then the Senator from Nevada 
li moved to amend the House bill by striking out 
' all after the enacting clause and substituting 


the Senate bill. It is perfectly competent now 
to move to amend the House bill before the 
motion is taken on striking ont all after the 
‘enacting clause, or to move to amend the 
amendment. Therefore the motion just made 
by the Senator from Alabama to amend the 
amendment of the Senator from Nevada, that 
is, to amend the Senate bill, is perfectiy in 


i! order, and so is the motion made by the Sen- 
‘ator from Michigan to amend the House bill. 


Either motion is in order. 

Mr. STEWART. Certainly. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understood that the 
House bill was before the Senate, and there- 
fore was the bill under consideration. 

Mr. THURMAN. So itis. 

Mr. CORBETT. My idea was that the Sen- 
ate bill should not be moved as an amendment 
until it was perfected, so as to move it in a 
body as an amendment to the House bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio has stated the case correctly. 

Mr. WARNER. [understand [ am ia order 
in offering to amend the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The amend- 
ment to the amendment is in order. 

Mr. WARNER. I will repeat it, then, for 
the information of the Senate. I move to 
amend the Senate bill in section two, line fif- 


‘; teen, by striking out the words “the person 


| aggrieved thereby” and inserting “any person 
| who shall sue for the same.” 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope that this amend- 
| ment will not be agreed to. There are now two 
i views taken of this branch of the bill as it 
; stands. One is that there ought not to be any 
i provision at all for the party aggrieved ; that 
, it ought all to be out; and another view is that 
, taken by my friend from Alabama, that it does 


| not go far enough ; that we ought not to con- 


! fine this redress to the person whose vote is 
: refused. The committee considered both those 
views, and thought, in analogy to State legis- 
lation and to the simple proprieties of justice, 
that this middle ground was the true one. 

If a voter is deprived cf his right to vote by 


' the misconduct of an official, it is a personal 


| grievance to him, an actionable injury, for 
which all civilized laws give him redress in 
‘some form. It is true that in most States and 
countries no specific amount of damages is 


| allowed, for the reason that it is thought safer, 
i| inasmuch as that might be a matter of specula- 


| tion, to leave it under the circumstances of each 
case to be great or small, as a jury shall think 
it wise to makeit. Butin applying the fifteenth 
amendment, which is intended to secure the 
rights of a large class of the population of the 
' United States, and to secure their rights in 
courts which may be supposed not to be alto- 
gether friendly, by juries who may be supposed 
: not to be altogether friendly, in communities 
where the local officers are found to be those 

who deny the rights that the fifteenth amend- 
ment secures, we thought it wise not to leave 
| it to an unfriendly jury to give only one penny 
' damages, if a man under the fifteenth amend- 

ment was deprived of a right he had, but to fix 
the sum the party should be entitled to recover 
| a8 his damages ; and on the other hand, in a 


‘| Community where juries might be very favor- 
| able to the party aggrieved, we thought it right 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is before || 


to impose upon juries a limit above which they 
ought not to go; so that they should not 
either give- no damages at all nor excessive 
i damages. 

This branch of the section, therefore, is 
framed upön that theory. It ia to give to the 
person aggrieved, as damages for the depriva- 
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tion of his right as a citizen, a private right 
of his own, a right to sue, which all laws give; 
it would not be necessary to put that into the 


| 


statute—he would have the right of action; | 


but to fix the amount for each specific wrong 
to him which he should be entitled to recover. 
Then we provide in another part of the bill, 
and perhaps in the same section, just as we 
ought to do if we are to have any law at all, 
that the officer guilty of this wrong to the citi- 
zen is also guilty of an offense against the 
public, a criminal misdemeanor, for which he 
“may be indicted and fined, of course within 
certain limits, in the discretion of the court. 


I submit to my friend from Alabama whether, | 


on the whole, this middle ground, which is 
defensible both by philosophy and by analogy, 
is not the true one. 

Mr. WARNER. I desire to make this bill 
as effective for the purpose intended as possi- 
ble. The persons who will be aggrieved, par- 
ticularly in our section of the country, will in 
the main beignorantand timid persons, who will 
be afraid tosue. The fact that they may be 


that they will not perhaps have the courage | 


and fearlessness to sue; but there may be 
some third party who would be willing to en- 
force the penalty. J think in the great major- 
ity of cases the person aggrieved would not 
avail himself of this provision. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Then, I suggest to my | 


friend that he would not be entitled to any 
action at all under this section, because this is 


not a section to give every man $500 who is | 


afraid to offer to do what he has a right to do; 
butit is to give him as damages the sum of $500 
for a positive and specific denial to him of the 
exercise of a right that he attempts to exer- 
cise; otherwise, he would have no eause of 
action. 


anybody because he is intimidated. The in- 


You cannot give a right of action to | 


timidation part of the law must be purely | 


oe and is found in another part of the 
ill. 


give a remedy by enabling any other person ` 


than the party aggrieved to enforce the penalty. 


| 


i 


| comes a pure penalty. 


The party aggrieved I think in most cases | 


would fail to enforce it; but some other party 
might. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Some other party may in 
his name. 


to the particular amendment now pending. 
This bill is for the purpose of enforcing the 
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is denied, and who has suffered injury, and 
give it to anybody who will sue for it, it be- 
Then the question is, 
whether you can have a bill which contains 
double penalties; whether you are to punish, 
in the strict sense of punishment, a man twice 
for the same offense; because my friend will 
see that the section, in addition to giving these 


damages to the party aggrieved as damages, i' 


makes it a criminal misdemeanor, punishable 
on indictment and conviction by a fine of not 


less than $500 and imprisonment not less than ; 


a month nor more than a year. I suggest to 
my friend, who is a cultivated and educated 
lawyer, whether he would not in court find 
himself in great difficulty with a bill of double 
penalties, which were purely such. 

Mr. POOL. I have never examined that 
question under the laws of the United States. 


i 
ii 


i 


J only know that is frequently done in my own | 


State. We have statutes with double penalties, 
as referred to by the Senator, and we have 


never had any difficulty in that State with regard `. 
. to them. 
afraid to go to the polls and vote is evidence |. 


But I understood the committee to mean by 
this section that there was danger in the States 
where it is principally to apply of not being able 
to obtain a grand jury who will find a bill of 
indictment, and that in the event no bill of 
indictment could be found before a grand jury 
the party aggrieved, or, if amended as the Sen- 
ator from Alabama suggests, any person in the 
community, may still punish the offender by 
bringing a penal action. It seems I had mis- 
taken the purpose of the committee entirely 


from what is said by the Senator from Ver- |: 
I think, nevertheless, the amendment : 


mont. 
had better be made, unless there really be that 
legal objection which the Senator suggests 
as to double penalties, so that it could not, 


officers and town officers; and then all the 
township officers. Now, let me say to my 
friend from Wisconsin that that will make 
about two hundred persons in the county in 
| which I live who are to be entitled to go into 
the circuit or district court of the United States 
i to test the election of the persons who are 
| declared elected. 
Mr. CARPENTER. Let me ask my friend 
_ from Ohio whether he expects that whole num- 
` ber will be defrauded out of their election very 
often in his county ? 
| Mr. THURMAN. I donot expectany such 
: thing, but I know there have been a great many 
‘ contested-election cases in Ohio, and I know 
_if they had all been tried in the district court 
of the United States for the district of Ohio 
: that court would have had very little time to 
attend to anything else. But now, when you 
have increased the jurisdiction of that court. 
and increased the causes for which you may 
. proceed, and allow two hundred persons in a 
single county, or more than twenty thousand 


'. persons in the single State of Ohio, or, taking 


under the laws of the United States and. 
i the practice of United States courts, be en- | 
forced. If that were so, it would be conclusive ` 
that the amendment ought not to be adopted. ` 


i. I did not understand the Senator as expressing 
Mr. WARNER. But my amendment would 


done. 


I was not prepared to hear my friend from 


Wisconsin [Mr. Carpenter] place his chief 


advocacy of the Senate bill upon the fifth sec- 
tion of the bill. Let us see what the fifth sec- 


| tion ig: 
Mr. POOL. I desire to say a word in regard |: 


fifteenth amendment, which applies to colored |: 


t of wh ide i i i 2 
ie counts from. E ee NE ouan a ; courts of the United States shali have concurrent 


The great and most | 


bama and myself come. 


effectual means used to interfere with: their | 


exercise of the right secured to them by the ` 


fifteenth amendment is by intimidation, by 
violence. I think that the penalty which is 
named in this second section, to be enforced 


by the party aggrieved, would never be put - 


into operation at all. The purpose of the bill 


is to protect those citizens against intimidation ` 


from voting. 

I confess that there is something in the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from Vermont, that there 
is no intimidation in this particular section 
aimed at. But, sir, it is perfectly sure that 
the very same means of intimidation which 
prevents a colored citizen from voting will be 
resorted to to prevent him from bringing this 
penal action, and unless the section is amended 


as suggested by the Senator from Alabama I | 
do not believe that an action will ever be | 
brought in those States, because it is much | 


more difficult for one of those citizens to bring 
and maintain a criminal action than it is for 
him to perform the single act of voting. 

Mr. EDMUN DS. Will my friend permit 
me to make a suggestion right there? 

Mr. POOL. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If you take out this pen- 
alty, as it is called, really liquidated damages, 
from the person who is aggrieved, whose right 


That any person who shall be deprived of any 
ofice, except that of member of Congress or member 
of a State Legislature, by reason of the violation of 


the provisions of this act, shall be entitled to recover | 
possession of such office by writ of mandamusor other | 


appropriate proceeding, and the circuit and district 


jurisdiction of ali cases arising under this section. 
And by the next section it is provided— 
That tho district courts of the United States, 


within their respective districts, shall have, exclu- | 


sively of the courts of the several States, cognizance 
of all crimes and offenses committed against the pro- 
visions of this act. 

The idea, then, of the bill is that the en- 
forcement of this act, and of the rights of per- 
sons under this act, is to be exclusively in the 


;, courts of the United States, and that all per- 
: sons who shall be deprived of office by any 
; violation of this act may recover their offices 
: by some appropriate remedy in the courts of | 


the United States. Now, the first point to 
which I wish to call the attention of my friend 
ig quite a practical consideration. How many 


| officers will this cover who may thus be de- 
' prived of their offices by a violation of this 


act; that is, by somebody not being registered 
who would have voted for them, or somebody 
being prevented from voting at the elections 
who would have voted for them, or any other 
of the grounds that may be stated under this 
bill? How many such officers are there? J 
will speak for my own State. This bill em- 
braces every officer except members of the 
Legislature in the State of Ohio. It takes, 


therefore, all the State officers to begin with. 


It then takes all the judiciary of the State ; 


then all the county officers ; then all the city 


i the positive opinion that such could not be |: 
‘| court of the United States? Which has the 
Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I confess `` 


t 
i 


t 
i 
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the whole United States through, about half a 

‘million persons, to go into the district courts 
to contest elections and try the title to office 
there, I want to know what is to become of 
your district. courts? 

Mr. STEWART. Does the Senator under- 
stand that the jurisdiction is confined to the 
district courts of the United States in this fifth 
section ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, sir, whether it is 

. confined to them or not, parties may go into 
those courts, and they would be likely enough 
to go there. I do not know exactly what con- 
struction is to be put upon the bill, taking that 
seetion in connection with the sixth section. 
: Perhaps the sixth section only relates to crim- 
inal procedure, and therefore it is only in rela- 
tion to that that it is exclusive. But if it is 
not exclusive, then I want to put to my friend 
from Nevada this question: what are you to 
do if a contest is begun under the State law? 
Then may not a contest be begun in the district 


superior jurisdiction? Under our State law it 
: is not necessary that the party who has lost the 


i! office shall contest, but any elector may contest 


i the election. Now, suppose a contest is com- 

menced under the State law, and another pro- 
ceeding is commenced in the United States 
district court ‘by writ of mandamus or other 
| appropriate proceeding ;’’ which jurisdiction is 
| the superior? Which decision is to be obeyed ? 
Here you put it in the power of at least half 

a million people who may be defeated for 
office in the United States to load down the 

| docket of your district courts, if you pass this 
i fifth section; and as I said yesterday, it applies 
in terms even to the election of President of 
the United States ; and you may have the spec- 
í tacle of seeing a contest for the Presidency 
in a distriet court of the United States. It 
| applies to the election of every Governor of 
| a State. 

Mr. STEWART. 
: by the people? 

Mr. THURMAN. A candidate for the Presi- 
dency may be defeated in his election by the 
violation of the right of a citizen to vote for 
the elector who would vote for him; or if one 
of the electors of President is a colored man, 
and the rest of the college will not receive his 
vote, the candidate may lose his election in 
i that way; and you havea contest forthe Presi- 
| dency of the United States; the contested elec- 
' tion tried according to this section in a district 
‘court of the United States. In like manner 
| you may have the election of a Governor 
| of a State, or of a chief justice, or of the 
; judges of a State to be tried in a district court 
| of the United States. And notonly them, but. 


Is the President elected 


: every officer from those down to fence-viewer. 


The candidate for every little office, such as 
constable, township trastee, fence-viewer, hog 
reeve, no matter how insignificant the office 
may be, is entitled under this section to go into 
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the district court of the United States, if he 
makes the allegation that this bill has been vio- 
lated, and he has thereby lost his election, and 
have that question tried there. Asa practical 
measure, | must confess my surprise that my 
friend from Wisconsin, who is usually so ex- 
tremely astute, and especially astute to guard 
against anything that would destroy the useful- 
ness of the courts, should be in love with this 
section, which seems to me to be one of the 
most objectionable sections in the whole bill. 
But, sir, while I am up I will say a word or 
two upon the House bill. Neither one of these 
bills is what I think it ought tobe. The House 
bill, it seems to me, is less obnoxious in many 
particulars than the Senate bill. But, on the 
other hand, the House bill needs amendment, 
or it will go upon an entirely wrong principle. 


The first thing in respect to the House bill to . 


which I will call attention is this—— 


Mr. STEWART. If the Senator will permit : 


i city, county, town, township, borough, ward, parish, 


me, the fifth section of the Senate bill, as agreed 
upon by the committee, should read ‘‘ concur- 


rent jurisdiction with the State courts,” and I ` 


will modify it in that way. 
it stands. 


Tt is a misprint as | 
' of any State, Territory, or district whatsoever, or of | 


Mr. CARPENTER. The section should be © 


amende ! by inserting at the end of the seventh 
line the words ‘‘ with the proper State courts ;”’ 
so that the section will read: 


And the circuit and district courts of the United | 
States shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the | 
proper State courts of all cases arising under this | 


section, 


made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There is another amend- 
ment pending now. 

Mr. STEWART. But this correction can 
be made hy unanimous consent. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Wecanamend it without | 


unanimous consent when we get through with 
the pending amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. In what line of the fifth 
section should that change be made? 


Mr. CARPENTER. At the end of the sev- | 


enth line, after the words “concurrent juris 
‘diction,”’ the words ‘‘ with the proper State 
eourts’’ should be inserted. 
Mr. EDMONDS. That was the way it was 
agreed upon in committee. 
Mr. CARPENTER. It is a misprint. 
Mr. THURMAN. That, I suppose, might 


‘the first section covers all the other sections |. 
Task Senators to look at 
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tion as that. Ido not deem it necessary to 
say anything against a proposition which I am 
sure my friend from Alabama will withdraw 
when he comes to think about it, which pro- 
poses to make all the world common inform- 


ers, and provides that the man who is first in | 
. the race, the man who can first get to a magis- | 
: trate and make a complaint, shall put $500 in | 
. his pocket, and excludes the man who is actu- | 


ally injared by his vote being rejected from 
the compensation which the bill provides. 
do not suppose that it is necessary to argue 
such a proposition as that. 


As I have said, the first remarkable feature 
that strikes me about this House bill is that 


down to the ninth. 
the first section. It provides— 


That any officer of the United States. or of any 
State, Territory, or district, and every officer of any 


or hundred, in any State, Territory, or district, who 
shall by any official act whatever, or by the omis- 


sion, neglect, or refusal to perform any official act or . 
duty whatever, whether under color or pretext of Ai 


any provision of any State constitution, or any law 


any local, manieipal, or other law, rule, or ordinance, 
deny or abridge the right of any citizen of the United 


i| States to vote, on account of race, color, or previous 


| condition of servitude, at any Federal, State, county, 


municipal, or other election, shall, upon conviction 


thereof, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and | 
shall be punished by imprisonment of not less than ; 
; one year and not exceeding three years, or by a fine | 
, not less than $500 nor exceeding $5,000, or both such ` 


i, fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court. 


Mr. STEWART. Let that amendment be | 


be of some service as excluding a conclusion, | 
excluding the idea that this was intended. to be | 


an exclusive jurisdiction. 
Congress can confer any jurisdiction upon a 
State court; and it might be of some service 
as exclading a conclusion. 


Mr. STEWART. That is the object of it. | 


Mr. THURMAN. But, sir, I am now going 


to speak about the House bill; and I beg the | 
attention of my friend to this; for although I | 
think it might be amended. so as to be better | 
than the Senate bill, yet the House bill as it | 
stands seems to me to be seriously objectionable. | 


The first and most remarkable feature, unless 


I am very much mistaken, about the House : 
billisthat the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 


seventh, and eighth sections of the House bill 
are all covered by the first section. The first 
section covers the whole ground that is to be 
found in every section of the bill from the first 
until you come down to the ninth. 


Mr. EDMUNDS, (in his seat.) Let us stick | 


|, his right to vote in any election at which members | 
|| of Congress or electors for President or Vice Presi- 


to the precise point before us. 

Mr. THURMAN. I did not hear the remark 
of the Senator. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I was alluding to the fact 
that the pending question for consideration 
was the motion of the Senator from Alabama, 
{Mr. Warwer.] I did notintend to interrupt 
the Senator. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
ment opens the whole matter? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not complain of it. 

Mr. THURMAN. My friend from Vermont 
killed that amendment long ago. I do not 
Want to say anything against’ such a proposi- 


Ido not see how | 


I suppose that amend- | 


| 


That covers every conceivable case of official 
misconduct or official negligence that can be 


; found in this bill, or that can exist at all. 
' There is not one single supposable case of 


official negligence, whether it is in a registrar, 
whether it isin atax assessor, whether it is in 
a tax collector, whether it is in a judge of 


election, whether it is in a board of canvass- | 
ers, or whether it is in any other official fanc- 


tionary whomsoever, that is not covered by 
this first section. That being the case, there 
is no necessity at all for the other sections 
Fari follow in the bill, until you come to the 
ninth. 


The second thing that strikes one as carious | 


about the House bill is that, after leaving the 
first section, every other section in the bill 


: down to the ninth is confined to a refusal to 


i permit a colored citizen to register or to vote. 


That is the whole of it. It is only for the pro- 
tection of colored citizens. 
the man who by intimidation prevents a white 
citizen from voting or from registering goes 
without any punishment whatsoever. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Thatisin the House bill, 
not the Senate bill. 

Mr. THURMAN. 


House bill. In such a case he goes without 


any punishment, unless he is punished under | 
The man who interferes with . 


the State law. 
the rights of a white citizen, and deprives him 
of his right to register or to vote, is subject to 
no punishment except that which the State law 
affords. 

Mr. FERRY. But 


the ninth section pro- 
vides for all citizens. 


Mr. THURMAN. The ninth section it istrue ` 


provides for all citizens. That section reads: 
That if any person shall by threats, violence, or 


: intimidation prevent or attempt to prevent any cit- 


izen of the United States from the free exercise of 


: dent of the United States may be voted for, &c. 


| be held. 


My friend from Connecticut will observe that | 


this section applies only to the election of mem- 


bers of Congress, or- electors of President and ; 


Vice President; but the preceding part of the 


_ bill punishes anybody who interferes with the 
right of the colored citizen who offers his vote 


at any State election whatsoever, or any elec- 
tion held under any State constitution or law, 
down to the lowest municipal election that can 
The ninth section only refers to Fed- 
eral elections. So the Senator will see that I 
am right in saying that the sections from one 


ii! 


I think my friend ` 
from Alabama will withdraw that amendment. | 


If this bill passes | 


I am speaking of the | 


| to nine, both exclusive, do not protect the 
|| right of any white man whatsoever, but are 
| simply limited to the protection of the colored 
| race. Ifthe Senate is prepared to say that a 
|| white man is less entitled to protection in his 
right of suffrage than isa colored man, then 
this House bill is all right; but if the Senate 
ig not prepared to say that, then the word 
‘| “‘colored’’ should be stricken out wherever it 
|; occurs, In every one of these sections, so as to 
make them apply to all citizens alike. That 
| is an amendment that can very easily be made, 
and then the bili would not be obnoxious to 
the criticism I am now making upon it. 

But in point of truth there is no necessity, 
after the first section, for any one of these sec- 
tions in the House bill until you come to section 
nine. What, then, is section nine? 

That if any person shall, by threats, violence, or 
intimidation, prevent or attempt to prevent any citi- 
zen of the United States from thefree exercise of his 
right to vote in any election at which members of 
Congress or electors for President or Vice President 
of the United States may be voted for, such person 
. So offending shall be liabic to indictment, and on 
conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine not 
exceeding $1,000, or to imprisonment not less than 


one year nor more than three years, or both, at the 
discretion of the court. 


Then the tenth section provides: 

That the circuit courts of the United States shall 
have jurisdiction of the suits fur forfeitures imposed 
and causes of action created by this act, and the 
circuit and district courts ot the United States shall 
have jurisdiction of the misdemeanors created by 
this act. 

In my opinion, if you would strike out of 
this House bill ail the sections but the first and 
- ninth and tenth sections it would be more 
. unique, and then would be a bill that some one 
with some reason might support. Whether or 
‘not it would be perfectly right then I do not 
. say. I should like to reflect upon that before 
I could vote for it; but it certainly would then 
be a bill not obnoxious to the objections to 
‘| which both the Senate bili and the House bill 
as it now stands are. I hope we shall go on, 
| however, and perfect the House bill. The 
|, more I reflect upon the Senate bill the more 
| surprised I am that anybody can give it his 
| support, 
ow, I wish to say one word in respect to 
the Senate bill, and I do not know that I shall 
trouble the Senate again with remarks upon 
this subject. I wish to say a word upon the 
twelfth section, to which I briefly alluded the 
day before yesterday in the remarks that I then 
submitted. That section is in these words: 
i| That it shall be lawful for the President of the 
i| United States, or such person as he may empower for 
‘| that purpose, to employ such part of the land or 
! naval forces of the United States, or of the militia, 
: as shall be deemed necessary to prevent the violation 
and enforce the due execution of this act. Bi 
I expected that the gentleman who has this 
‘| bill in charge would explain that section and 
let us know how these troops were to act, how 
they were to enforce the provisions of this bill, 
how they were to prevent its violation. Let 
me ask the attention of that gentleman. There 
are in the State of Ohio about fifteen hundred 
' election precincts. I suppose, taking the whole 
‘| United States together, there are not less than 
|, twenty-five or thirty thousand election pre- 
: cincts in the whole United States and the Ter- 
‘ritories thereof, all of which are covered by 
this bill. Now, what are you going to do with 
| your troops? It will be said that it.will not 
| be necessary to send them to every one of these 


` election precincts. Manifestly not. You would 
| have to increase the Army twentyfold, fifty- 
i; fold, to do that. It is:supposed, then, that 
| there are some places only to which it will be 
necessary to send troops;. and you put it 
entirely in the discretion of the Chief Magis- . 
| trate of this country, whoever may be that 
Chief Magistrate, in alaw which you intend to 
; be permanent-~it ought to be permanent or 
i| net be a law at all—to interfere with the mili- 
| tary at any poll where he may see fit so to 


|, interfere,” = w . 
l- In any section of the country, in any State, 
i| in any-district, in any closely-coutested State 
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or closely-contested district, you put it in the 
ower of one man, the President of the United 
tates, who may be directly interested in the 
result, who may be a candidate at that very 


election, to surround the polls with the troops | 


of the United States, to do what? To see that 


this act be not violated: to see that this act , 


be enforced. Nay, more, you put it in his 
power to delegate to some person, not an offi- 
cer at all either of the State or of the United 
States, and in a district where there is no 
domestic violence, no insurrection, no rebel- 


lion, but perfect peace; you put it in the | 


power of the President to give to some single | 


individual the delegated power of employing 
the whole Army of the United States to see 
that this act be not violated; to see that there 
is no cheating at elections. Why, sir, what a 
power is that! 


: election law is not violated! 


I asked the gentleman who has this bill in - ] 
‘ institutions any more. 


charge, the day before yesterday, what the 


troops were to do when they surrounded the | 


poll. I will take a case. 

nited States under the command of a captain 
or lieutenant of infantry. He is sent there to 
do what? In the language of this bill, ‘‘to 
prevent the violation and enforce the due ex- 
ecution of this act.’’ What then is to be pre- 
vented? The violation of the act. What is 


Here is an election | 
poll, and here are a hundred troops of the | 


to be the violation of the act? The improper ' 
rejection of the vote of some colored man, or | 


other citizen of the United States. 

the violation that is to be prevented. 
is the enforcement of the act? To compel the 
reception of that man’s vote. 


To prevent the : 


violation of the act is to prevent the rejection | 


of the vote. To enforce the act is to enforce 
the reception of his vote. When the judges 
of election, the sworn officers of election, de- 
cide that a man is not entitled to vote, then, 
and not until then, can this military officer be 
called into requisition. And what then? Is 
his judgment to override that of the judges of 
election? 

Is he to adjudge that they have wrongly 
decided? Is he to decide that they have vio- 
lated the act? Is this military man to decide 
this question of law under the constitution of 
Ohio, or the constitution of New York, or the 
constitution and statutes of Kentucky, and to 
hold that the judges of election—meu versed 
in the election law—have decided the question 
wrongly, and therefore it is necessary for him 
to interfere, and do what? Interfere and com- 
pel them at the point of the bayonet to receive 
the vote that they, under their oaths as sworn 
officers have rejected. If it is not that, it is 
nothing. If itis not that, itis simply intimida- 
tion. If itis not that, itis simply holding the 
bayonet to the throat of the civil officer, and 
holding it there by command of the President 
of the United States. Show me something 
that these troops are todo; show me how they 
are to prevent the violation of this act; show 


me how they are to enforce this act, unless | 


you give the military man the right to over- 
ride the judgment of the civil officer; to over- 
ride the solemn judgment of the sworn judge 
of election deciding as to the law of his own 
State and the constitution of his own State 
and the right of voters thereunder. 

I know it may be said that the soldiers are 
there for the purpose of preventing violence. 
That is not what this act says. It may be said 
that they are there for the purpose of prevent- 
ing the intimidation of voters, and the like. 
That is not what the act says. The section is 
as broad as the whole act. It provides for 
troops being at the polls to prevent any viola- 
tion whatsoever of this act, and to enforce 
every one of its provisions. 

Sir, I say once more, if this can be done in 
a free country, let us hear no more talk about 
the one-man power; let us hear no more talk 
about the power of the President of the United 
States; make a monarch of himatonce. Louis 
Napoleon has been charged with controlling the 
elections in France. Coats Napoleon never 


That is i: 


What ` doso. He wants to do it of his own free will 


| propose to confer upon one man, who may be 
: a candidate for election himself, the power to 
surround any poll he pleases in the whole 


| custody under the provisions of this act, should such 


| to time, to execute all such warrants and other pro- 
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surrounded every polling place in France with 
the troops of the empire, or the troops of the 
republic before it was an empire. Never did 
he dare to dothat. Nota soldier appeared at 
the voting places in Paris even, where there | 
was the strongest opposition that existed to the | 
emperor at the late election there; but the | 
votes of the soldiers were taken in their own 

barracks, their own camps. Throughout all : 
France the people were allowed to vote with- i 
out any bayonets in sight, without any soldiers 
to make them afraid, without anything to intim- 
idate the voters in the shape of military . 
coercion. And yet here in a Republic you 


United States with his troops to see that the 
, Vi I say again, if 
that can be done, it is idle to talk about free 


Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from Ohio, 
speaking for that great mass of our country- 
men whom he so well represents, and being, 
as they are, so much in favor of enforcing the | 
fifteenth amendment, reminds me of one of | 
Shakspeare’s characters, Falstaff by name, | 
who insisted upon it that he would not give a 
reason for anything, I believe it was, upon 
compulsion. My friend from Ohio is very 
much interested in favor of carrying out this 
constitutional amendment; but he does not , 
want to have any law that will compel him to 


and accord. 

If my friend had made the speech that he 
has now favored us with, (and it is a very in- 
genious one, and in many respects a sound 
one,) twenty years ago when his own party 
was pressing almost exactly such a section as 
the eighth section of this bill, in order to aid 
in the rendition of fugitive slaves back to 
slavery, he would have performed a greater | 
service to his country than he performs now. |: 
I ask the Secretary, in order that the Senate 
may see the comparison between these two 
sections, to read the fifth section of the act of 
1850, passed by the party of which my friend 
from Ohio is the exponent; and I ask Sen- |! 
ators to take the eighth section of this bill and 
compare it as the Secretary reads to see if we |j 
have not pretty good authority for that kind 
of legislation. | 

The Secretary read as follows from the act 
of September 18, 1850: 


“That it shall be the duty of all marshals and dep- | 
uty marshals to obey and execute all warrants and 
precepts issued under the provisions of this act when 
to them directed; and should any marshal or deputy 
marshal refuse to receive such warrant or other pro- 
cess when tendered, or to use all proper means dili- 
gently to execute the same, be shall, on conviction | 
thereof, be fined in the sum of $1,000 to the use of : 
such claimant, on the motion of such claimant, by © 
the circuit or district court for the district of such 
marshal; and after arrest of such fugitive by such 
marshal or his deputy, or while at any time in his 


fugitive escape, whether with or without the assent 
of such marshal or his deputy, such marshal shail 
be liable, on his official bond, to be prosecuted for . 
the benefit of such claimant for the full value of the 

service or labor of said fugitive in the State, Terri- ' 
tory, or district whence he escaped; and the better to ` 
enable the said commissioners when thus appointed 
to execute their duties faithfully and cfficiently, in 
conformity with the requirements of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and of this act, they are 
hereby authorized ana empowered, within theircoun- 
ties respectively, to appoint, in writing under their 
hands, any one or more suitable persons from time 


cess as may be issued by them in thelawful perform- 

ance of bheir respective duties; with authority to 

such commissioners, or the persons to be appointed ~ 
by them, to execute process as aforesaid, to summon | 
and call to their aid the bystanders, or posse comitatus `, 
of the proper county, when necessary to insure 2 - 
faithful observance of the clause of the Constitution ; 
referred to, in conformity with the provisions of this i 
act; and all good citizens are hereby commanded to `| 
aid and assist in the prompt and efficient execution |, 
of this law, whenever their services may be required |! 
as aforesaid for that purpose; and said warrants || 
ghail run and be executed by said officers anywhere |. 
in the State within which they are issued.” 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, the © 
only possible difference in substance and al- ` 


i} most in phraseology between the fifth section il 


of the act- of 1850 and this eighth section is 
that the eighth section contains a statement 
that ‘‘such portion of the land or naval forces 
of the United States, or of the militia, as may 
be necessary,’’ may also be called upon. Upon 
that point we have the settled determination 
of a Democratic administration and a Demo- 


i eratic Attorney General, and a correct inter- 


pretation, too, under the act of 1850, on this 
very point. The statute of 1850 provided that 


“all the bystanders or posse comitatus of the . 
© proper county may be called upon, and the 


Attorney General held: 


“A marshal, when opposed in the execution of his 
duty by unlawful combinations, has authority to 
summon the entire able-bodied force of his precinct 
as 3 posse comitatus. ‘This authority comprehends not 
only bystanders and other citizens generally, butany 
and all organized forces, whether militia of the State 
or officers, soldiers, or marines of the United States; 
and if the object of resistance to the marshal be to 
obstruct and defeat the execution of the provisions 
of the Constitution or the acts of Congress, the ex- 
penses of such posse comitatus are properly charge- 
able to the United States.” 

Therefore we have a very excellent model 
of legislation to carry into force one of the 
provisions of the Constitution of the United 
States ; and when one of those provisions was 
in favor of slavery, in favor of carrying back 
an escaping fugitive to servitude and to the 
lash, it was very convenient for a party that 
then controlled the country to pass acts of 
Congress to carry out such an odious provision 
of the Constitution, and to authorize commis- 
sioners to call upon the whole body of the 
country, soldiers and sailors, marines, Army, 
and everything, to help carry the poor hunted 
fugitive back. Now, times have changed after 
twenty years; and with the fugitive liberated 
aud made afree and independent man of, when 


| we apply the same machinery to protect him 


in the rights that the Constitution gives him, 
my friend from Ohio changes with the tune of 
his party, and sings that this is outrage and 
oppression ! 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, times have 


changed when the Senator from Vermont goes 


to the fugitive slave law of 1850 to find a model 
for legislation, and times have changed won- 
derfully. Now, Mr. President, if I had the 
slightest doubt in the world that I was right I 
could entertain that doubt no longer. When 
so astute and able a man as the Senator from 
Vermont can give no better reason for the de- 
fense of this section than that which he has 
given, I know my objections to it must be well 
taken. What possible connection, or parallel, 
or similitude has the use of the troops of the 
United States to enforce the execution of the 


' writ ofa court against resistance to the ease pro- 
: vided for in this bill, of surrounding the ballot- 


boxes with the troops of the United States to 
compel the judges of election to receive the 


votes or to compel them to reject them? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend will pardon me. 


.. I was only alluding to what he said ot a 


the eighth section, which he condemned. 
made no allasion at all to the twelfth section, 
which I will consider when we reach it. 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not know that I 


- have said one word about the eighth section 
| to-day. 
' about the eighth section to-day ; and therefore 
| I am again strengthened by the fact that instead 


I do not think I have said one word 


of coming up to the defense of his eleventh and 
twelfth sections, my friend runs back to the 


eighth section, about which I think I have said 
_not one word to-day. 
» brave as my friend from Vermont usually is. 


That is not quite as 


Let him stand up to his work, if he undertakes 
to father this bill and defend the proposition. 


© Let him go to Vermont and tell the people of 


Vermont that when a Democratic President 
shall come into the chair, if such a God’s bless- 


i ing should befall this country onee more, as I 


trust it may—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That ‘ God’s blessing” 
will be a blessing in disguise, if at all. 

Mr. THURMAN. That may be; but a 
great many good things come in disguise and 
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when we least know it. Let them know that 
a Dewocratic President can surround the bal- 
lot-boxes in Burlington, Vermont, and with 
his troops can overrule the decision of the 
judges of election; and when they have re- 


jected a vote, under their solemn oaths, on 
grounds satisfactory to their consciences and | 


convincing to them that the man is not entitled 


to vote, a lieutenant of dragoons can march | 
there with his soldiers and compel them to ' 
take that vote. Say that to the free people | 


of Vermont, and if they are descendants of 


Ethan Allen and his like they will give an | 


answer that will not be relished by those who 
urge such a proposition. 


Mr. STOCKTON. Mr. President, on the 
With of April the Senator from Nevada [Mr. | 
STEWART] reported from the Committee on the 7 
Judiciary a bill introduced by the Senator from il t e t ] 
ie geot, it may be that there is a trap in 
j the ball, 


Vermont [Mr. EpMunps] to enforce the fit- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. That bill was called up when 
this subject was opened. A motion was then 
made to substitute another bill for it by way 
of amendment, which bill also, I think, came 
from the Judiciary Committee; and that was 
done. We have been discussing these bills for 
some days. Yesterday afternoon it was sug- 
gested that the House of Representatives had 
passed a bill for this same purpose; and the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHerMan] at once 
suggested that he preferred that bill, although 
he had never seen it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Allow me to explain what 
I said, because my remark was misunderstood 
by other Senators here. 
a matter of economy of time it would be better 


to take up the House bill and make the amend- |; 


ments proper to it. It was a mere parliament- 
ary proposition. I said myself that I had not 
read the bill. 


Mr. STOCKTON. I understood the Sen- | 


i} which now are or may hereafter be required to qualify 


ator to say that he preferred the House bill 
although he had not seen it; and he reminded 
me by that remark of a little anecdote that I 
recollect having heard of the celebrated his- 
torical painter, Horace Vernet. A gentleman 
who was a painter came to him. with two 
pictures, and told him he would make him a 
present of one of his best works. One pic- 
ture he held up to him, and the other he held 
behind his back. The great Vernet said, ‘* I 
prefer the one behind your back.’’ It seemed 
to me that after having discussed for a day or 
two both of the bills which had come from the 
Judiciary Committee, and which had been, as 
one of the members of the committee said 
yesterday, so carefully prepared and the sub- 
jectof which had been so studiously examined, 


the Senate appeared to prefer the bill that they | 


had not yet seen. 


Mr. President, this is a very strange pro- | 
ceeding. It is very strange that the Judiciary ` 


Committee, composed of the ablest lawyers 
of the Senate, should find it such a herculean 
task to prepare a bill to enforce the fifteenth 
amendment. Why, sir, what is the fifteenth 
amendment, and I speak now as if it was a 
part of the Constitution? Senators and the 


country know my views on the subject; but, 
asa practical man, I speak now as if that fif- ! 


teenth amendment was a part of the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 
amendment undertook to do but one thing. 
It provided— 


" That the right of citizens of the United States to 


vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
tates or any State on account of race, color, or 
previous condition of servitude.” 

The second section gave Congress the power 
todo what? ‘‘To enforce” this amendment; 
no other power but to pass laws enforcing it; 
to pass laws enforcing it when those laws should 

ecome necessary; to pass laws to say that 
this is a part of the Constitution of the land. 
Is it necessary to pass laws to enforce each 
and every clause of the Constitution before it 
is violated? If the amendment is a part of the 
Constitution of the United States itis now the 


| nicety that we fly from bill to bill and from | 
: pillar to post? 


: people. The fifteenth amendment forbids you to 
, protect the colored man and exclude the white 
: man, 
. makes a distinction against the white man on 


I simply said that as . 
E . Mr. President? Here is the bill, as it passed | 


That fifteenth | 


| specifying any intent. 
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prevailing law of the land, and is, as it has 
een, and will be obeyed in every town and 
hamlet throughout this country, as it should 
be. I have seen its practical operation in my 
own town, and have seen sixty of my colored 
fellow-citizens vote in my own ward, and I | 
have heard of no resistance to it from any part 
of this country. 

Why, then, is this a herculean task, as the 
gentlemen of the committee inform us? Is it | 
because you are undertaking to do what is 
unnecessary? I presume not. Why is it so 
hard to frame a bill to enforce the fifteenth 
amendment? Why is it a matter of so much | 


What is it that you are under- 
taking todo? It may be that you are under- | 
taking to do something more then enforce the | 
fifteenth amendment. lt may be that that is 


It may be that gentlemen have laid 
a snare that should lead us to look carefully 
through the bill. 

First, let me say that there is one thing 
which the House bill does plainly, and that is 
it violates the fifteenth amendment. Whether 
it enforces it or not gentlemen may judge; but 
the very first act that the House passes, under 
pretense of enforcing the fifteenth amendment, 
isto violate it. The fifteenth amendment does 
not provide only for the protection of colored 


The bill as it comes from the House 


account of his race and color. Am I wrong, 


the House. I will read the second section: 


That all colored citizens of the United States, 
resident in the several States of the United States, 
shall be entitled to vote at all electionsin the State, 
county, parish, town, township, ward, or hundred of 
their residence, subject only to the same conditions 


white citizens to vote therein. And any person who 
shall by force, fraud, intimidation, or other unlaw- 
ful means whatever, prevent any colored citizen from 
voting at any such election, who possesses the quali- 
fications, except in respect of color, requisite to en- 
able a white citizen to vote thereat, shall, upon con- 
viction thereof, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall be imprisoned not less than six months and 
not exceeding one year, or be fined not less than $100 
nor more than $1,000, or be punished by both such 
fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court. 

You imprison a man not less than six months 
and not more than one year if he intimidates | 
or interferes in any way with a negro’s voting; | 
but a negro may stand at the polls and intim- 
idate me, and drive me away from the polls, 
and the laws of the United States do not touch | 
him. I ask if that is not a violation of the 
fifteenth amendment? This is admitted; the | 
Judiciary Committee have admitted it; forthe 
second bill, which we call here now the Senate 
bill, uses the language of the fifteenth amend- ; 
ment, and makes no distinction between citi- 
zens in favor of colored men. The bringing | 
in of that bill as a substitute for the House bill ; 
shows that this point had occurred to the more 
reflecting minds of the members of the com- : 
mittee. . | 

There is only one other matter to which I : 
wish to call the attention of the Senate, and I; 
feel that it is one of deep moment; and if it | 


had been alluded to before, or if the attention |! 


of Senators had been called to it, I would not 
occupy the time of the Senate now, nor would 
Ihave risen from my seat on the present occa- 
sion. 

The examination which has been given to this 
bill by the distinguished Senator from Ohio 
[ Mr. TuurĮman] has made it unnecessary on the 
part of any gentleman on our side of the house | 
to discuss the measure at length; but I wish 
to call the attention of Senators on the Judi- 
ciary Committee to one point, and | do so with | 
the more pleasure because Í think I am -here | 
making a point in regard to which,if I can have 
their attention, they will agree with me. There 
are many provisions in all these bills by which 
a crime or misdemeanor. is created without 
It is an admitted prin- | 


ciple of the criminal law, which has taken the 
form of a maxim, that there must be an unlaw- 
ful intent in order to create a crime. The 
maxim is, Actus non facit reum nisi mens sil 
rea, ‘the act itself does not make a man guilty 
unless his intentions were so;’’ or, ag it has 
been otherwise expressed, Actus e invito fac- 
tum non est meus actus, “an act done by me 
against my willis not my act.” It has been 
held throughout the whole history of the law, 
from the origin of the common law, that the 
most cruel, the most unjust thieg in the world 
was to make crimes and misdemeanors where 
the party did not intend to commit them. So 
far does that principle go that the law has pro- 
vided certain technical phrases, as, “ know- 
ingly,” “ willfully,” “ feloniously,” * with 
malice aforethought,’’ which denote the intent 
of the mind, and it was required most strictly 
in all the old common law pleadings that these 
very expressions should be used, because they 
had a precise and definite meaning, expressed 
a distinct idea, the idea being to convey a crim- 
inal intent in reference to the crime specified. 

Perhaps gentlemen may here answer me by 
saying that that being so you must still, under 
this act, go into court and allege that there was 
a criminal intent and show it; but, Mr. Pres- 
ident, it has been held by courts in the Uni- 
ted States, and by the Federal courts too, that 
under an indictment for a statutory offense 
it is not necessary either to allege or to prove 
a criminal intent. They first held that an in- 
dictment so drawn as to describe the offense 
charged, substantively in the words of the stat- 
ute, was good, without any further allegation. 
Then, when it was insisted that the criminal 
intent must be proved, the courts said no; 
that if it was not necessary to allege it it was 
not necessary to prove it; so that if a man is 
charged with an offense in an indictment which 
follows words that constitute the definition of 
the offense in the statute that man can be 
convicted, although his intention was as inno- 
cent ag that of a little child. ‘That I believe 
to be the law. Now, let me apply it to these 
different bills. 1 will take first Senate bill No. 
810, for example. I call the attention of the 
Senate to section two: 

That in case the constitution or law of any State 
shail require the assessment or payment of a tax as 
a qualification of an elector, if any assessor or otber 
officer charged by the law of said State with the duty 
of assessing persons or for the purpose of taxation, 


shall refuse or willfully neglect to assess the person 
or property of any citizen— 


į he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and lia- 


ble to fine and imprisonment. He need not 
willfully refuse ; he need not refuse for any rea- 
son such as is contemplated by the constitu- 
tional amendment which yon are here pretend- 
ing to enforce. He may refuse because his wife 
is dying; he may refuse because his child is ill; 
he may refuse for a thousand reasons for which 
you, Mr. President, and every Senator here 
would say he was justifiable; and yet you put 
an indictment in court against him alleging in 
these words that he refused to do a certain 
thing, and the court will hold that there need 


į be no allegation that it was done for the pur- 


pose of violating this provision of the Consti- 
tution, and there need be no proof of that. At 
all events, I have heard such decisions in the 
district courts of the United States myself; and 
although some gentlemen may say, “I do not 
think that is the law,’’ and though I know it 
ought never to have been the law, and I denied 
it as long as I could do so, though it is not the 
common law now, itis yet established law under 
the Federal decisions with regard to offenses 
created by statute, 

I say then, Mr. President, that the commit- 
tee made a mistake io not putting in the neces- 
sary intent. I have passed over all three of 
these bills in the last two days, and have 
inserted in those places where I thought it 
necessary the words ‘‘ with intent to violate 
the fifteenth amendment,” or * with intent to 
violate the provisions of this act ;’’ and I may 
move such amendments, If such clauses are 
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inserted in the proper places, it can certainly 
do no possible harm, even if I am mistaken in 
thinking the law is as I have stated; and it 
will protect a great many innocent people and 
prevent their being very much harassed and 
annoyed. 

You are creating here a great many new 
offenses. You are creating offenses which will | 
be committed innocently ; certainly until your | 
law becomes generally and thoroughly known. | 
You are offering, as was said by the Senator ` 
from Ohio [Mr. Tourman] the other day, | 
rewards to persons to prosecute for them. You 
are making the public lynx-eyed in watching | 
the action of every person connected with | 
elections. You are dealing with a strong mo- 
tive; you are appealing to a strong feeling in 
the human heart—the lust for money, for gain, ` 
whether well or ill-gotten. Now Í pray you 
to put some protection over the innocent; let © 
them not be subject to be harassed and an- 
noyed unless the maw who goes to make the 
charge dares say, ‘‘I charge you with com- 
mitting that crime against the laws of the Uni- 
ted States.” That is all I want men to be 
charged with before they are put on their trial. 

Mr. President, on this subject the Senate 
will pardon me for reading a few lines from , 
one of our own authorities: 

“In further confirmation of the general doctrine 


of the intent may be mentioned the fact that no man 
deems in his heart another guilty or deserving of 


punishment unless the other has intended evil, or at | 
least was careless concerning what hedid. Another || 
fact is, that whenever an individual is madeto suffer || 
a punishment which the community does nat con- | 
sider he deserves, so far from its placing on him the |! 
mark of contempt; it elevates him to the seat of the | 
martyr. Another is, that even infancy itself, spon- 
taneously pleads the want of evil intent in justifi- 
cation of whatever has the appearance of a wrong, 
with the utmost confidence that the plea, if the trath 
of it bo credited, will be received as goed, Now 
these facts are only the voice of Nature uttering one 
of her immutable truths. is, then, isthe doctrine | 
of thelaw, superior to all other doctrines, because first 
in nature from which thelaw itself proceeds, that no || 
man is tobe punished as a criminal unless his intent |; 
is wrong. To establish this doctrine requires not || 
judicial authority; to overthrow it can never be the | 
work of any right-minded power of earth.” —Bishep | 
on Criminal Low, book 4, chapter 17, section 372, 

Now, Mr. President, I have stated all that I | 
have to say about these bills. I think it is 
utterly unnecessary to pass any law on the 
subject. I think the fifteenth amendment will 
enforce itself. I think it would be wise not to 
pass any bill; but I am not opposed toa proper, 
fair bill. If you would draw a bill which had 
no other object in the world, and would reach 
no further and do’ no harm, but enforce the 
amendment fairly aa long as it is considered a | 
part of the Constitution of the United States, 
every good citizen will see thet it is enforced, 
and assist in enforcing it. 

But why pasa any of these bills? Must the 
President have authority to order the judges 
of courts about as if they were his satellites? 
Must the judiciary be prostrated before the 
military and executive power of the country? 
For the first time are you to lay violent hands | 
at last on the independence of the courts? And 
why, in connection with that, in close proxim- 
ity, must armed bands for the first time by | 
Federal authority surround our polls? With | 
a prostrate judiciary, with armed men around || 
the polls, my distinguished friend, the Senator | 
from Missouri, | Mr. Scnurz,] may see seenes 
that he little dreamed of seeing when he came. 
to this country, coming, as many of his coan- 
trymen have, to this land, leaving their: homes 
that are still as dear to them, and dearer than 
the hour they left, seeking what? Seeking 
for personal liberty, for personal freedom. 
They sing the songs of the fatherland still in- 
this country; they play the games of the father- 
land. They came here, not that the skies are. 
brighter or the grass is greener here than ia 
the old country—they came here to seek con- 
stitutioval freedom, constitutional liberty, and 
that they might claim that in the face of Heaven 
and beforeall men; and, Mr. President, while 
I live, notwithstanding all that I have seen 
since I have been in Congress, I intend to the || 


i personal liberty, and nothing else. 


| this bill. 
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best of my humble ability to try to live a free- 
man. And, sir, Í can tell the Senators from 
New England that they had better look back 
at the history of their country and the motives 
that actuated the settlers that came there. 
They are very fond of talking to us of Plymouth 
Rock. Let them remember what brought the 
Mayflower across the ocean, and when they 
think of it with pride, as they have a right to 
do, let them not forget the principles that 
underlay it. 

I have read and pondered on these inci- 
dents; nor have I forgotten the battles that 
took place in that cause. I was born on the 
lawn of Princeton; I live on the banks of the 


which was waged for local self-government and 


of ali these scenes, and when I think of them 
and see our present condition they bring back 


i to me nothing but sorrow at the rapid rate we 
. are traveling in a different direction. Now that 


the civil war is over, now that gentlemen have 


not that excuse which was so handy and so 
| ready in the maxim ‘‘salus populi suprema est 
‘ lew’? for anything that might be done in time 


of war, now in time of peace, for Heaven’s 


fathers, get back at least so far as to preserve 


i our local self-governments and our personal 
: liberty. 


an amendment that I intend to offer to the bill 
at the proper time. I submit it now, and move 
that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I do not 
propose to indulge in much debate in regard to 


committee having the bill in charge than with 
aar expectation of offering amendments my- 
self. 
_ I have no doubt of the necessity of passin 
this or some such bill. The fourteenth an 


` Delaware, where Washington crossed it on that . 
‘| fearful night that turned the tide of that war : 


. lation should be passed by Congress. 


fifteenth amendments will not be enforced by | 


the simple operation of their own force as 
amendments to the Constitution. The four- 
teenth amendment has been the law, and the 


; supreme law of the land, for two years; and 


yet it is violated in every. one of eleven or 
twelve States, and probably is violated in other 
States than those lately in rebellion. 


The fif- | 


Tecan think ; 


: sake, let us get back to the institutions of our : 


: whether or not they could receive those votes 
without a change in the law of the State of 
Ohio; whether or not the fifteenth amendment 
| operated ipso facto to overthrow the State law, 

so as to authorize them to receive what they 

were prohibited by the State law from receiv- 

ing. I have no doubt that in the case he men- 
_ tions the judges acted honestly, although they 
: may have acted erroneously. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Upon that pointa friend 
has handed me an extract from a Democratic 
paper in the State of West Virginia. 

r. BOREMAN. The leading Democratic 
paper. : 

Mr. SHERMAN, Well, I will not stop to 
read it, because it takes the ground —— 

Mr. BOREMAN. Read it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well; I will read it. 

“This is what we do mean: that as long as the 
constitution of any State remains unchanged it is 
compelled to be respected and enforced in all its 
provisions by its officers until they have official noti- 
fication from proper authority that they are tu dis- 
regard it. In other words, the fifteenth amendment, 
having been adopted ns a part of the Constitution 
of the United States, though in truth by fraud and 
violence, is of no effect whatever in any State until 

. the Legislature makes its constitution and laws con- 
form to it, or until Congress enacts lawsto enforce it.’’ 

This introduces the very point I wish to make 
to the Senate, and I submit it to all members 
of the Senate. It is whether there is not a 


| what serious question for the judges of election 


, good deal of plausibility in the construction 
Mr. POMEROY. I wish to give notice of , 


| I have not given it any very special ` 
| attention, What I wished to sayis rather in the 
| nature of suggestions to the members of the. 


| 


teenth amendment has also been in force some | 


months, aud it has been violated repeatedly. 
My colleague saysthere is no occasion for any 


bill, because the amendment has been acqui- © 


esced in. It has been mainly acquiesced in I 
has been repudiated and disregarded ; and it 
ia now disregarded throughout the State of 
California, as I am. informed, by those who 


| agree; but in some towns of our own State it . 


l! Union. 


live there, and is disregarded in other States. | 
In one of the principal cities of our own State + 


of Ohio the judges of election, whose duty it . 


was to allow all legal persons to vote, resigned 
their seats on the Sunday before the election, 


and irresponsible parties, irresponsible in every © 


way, were: allowed to hold their offices under 
the provisions of the law, and refused to per- 


mit a colered man to vote in the:town of Cir- | 


cleville. We have the official statement madeto . 


us by the parties aggrieved, and theircomplaint 


has been referred to the proper committee. ` 
There can be no' doubt that there is an abso- . 


late necessity for. some law to enforce the fif- - 


teenth amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
me @ moment? In the first place, I should 
like to ask him if be knows of any other case 
in Ohio? 


Mr. SHERMAN. I have heard of one or | 
two other cases; but I have no such authentic . 
| statement as in regard to the case at Circleville. 
I have heard of none. | 
Andin the nextplace, ifmy colleague willinvest- , 


Mr. THURMAN, 


igate that ease he will find that it was a some- 


Will my colleague allow | 


put by the courts of California upon the fif- 
teenth amendment itself, and whether it does | 
not imply at least by its language that before 
‘it shall be enforced in the courts some legis- 
Here is 
the amendment itself’: 
“ARTICLE XV. 

“Srction 1. The right of citizens of the United 

` States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States, or by any State, on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. 

“Sac. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 

That is, this right to vote shall not be denied 
by any State. “Shall not be denied” muy re 
late back and repeal all acts, all constitutions, 
and all laws that were in existence at that time ; 

. but the grammatical language of the fifteenth 
amendment does not necessarily do so. It says 
that no State shall deny to people the right to 
vote on account of color, and then it provides 
that Congress may enforce this stipulation by 

' appropriate legislation. It is therefore mani- 
fest that the framers of the fifteenth amend- 
ment contemplated that some law should be 
passed by Congress to enforce it, and that 

| without it it would not have the full force and 
sanction of law. Atleast there is such a doubt 
about it that it is our imperative duty before 
we leave here to pass suitable laws to enforce 
the fifteenth amendment in every State of the 
Otherwise, Democratic judges, men 
‘whe are governed by prejudice, by party feel- 
ing, and especially the subordinate judges who 
enforce the election laws in the different States, 
will cover themselves under this constraction 
of the Constitution, and the fifteenth amend- 
ment will be practically disregarded in every 
community where there is a strong prejudice 
against negro voting. This shows the abso- 
i lute necessity of the passage of some law on 
this subject, and I am willing to vote for any 
law constitutional in itself that will tend to 
enforce the fifteenth amendment; and here is 
where the difficulty occurs to me. 

The first section of the amendment proposed 
by the Senate Judiciary Committee I do not 
see any objection to; on the contrary, in view 
of the construction that may be put on the fif- 
teenth amendment, I think it is wise to declare 
_ in general terms that nobody shall hereafter be 
‘ excluded from voting on account of his color, 
notwithstanding any constitution or law or reg- 
ulation of any State. This at least gives an 
` official force and sanction and carries into effeet 
the words of the fifteenth amendment. 

The second and third sections I have read 
| earefally, and I think they are too vague and 
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indefinite to found an indictment upon. F 
should dislike exceedingly to attempt to frame 
an indictment upon the second section of this 
bill. I have read it several times. Now, what 
isit? Let us look at it; and I invite the atten- 
tion of the honorable Senator from Wisconsin, 
{Mr. CarPeENTER,] who approves it because it 
is so definite, as I understand him; ee 
That if, by or under the authority of the constitu 
tion or laws of any Stato or the laws of any Territory, 
any act is or shall be required to be done as a pre» 
requisite or qualification for voting, and by such con- 
stitution or laws persons or offtcers are or shall be 
charged with the performance of duties in fernish« 


requisite, or to become qualified to vote— 


There are a good many words here used— 


it'shali be the duty of every such person and officer 
to give to all citizens of the United States the same 
and equal opportunity to perform such prerequisite, 
and to become qualified to vote without distinction 
of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

That is, it says, to use fewer words, that 
every officer charged by the law of a State with 
a duty shall perform his duty, and then it pro- 
vides: j 

Andif any such person— 


- And hereis the penal clause, which is always 
construed strietly— Bo a 8s 
if any such person or officer shall refuse or know- 
ingly omit to give full effect to this section— 
he shall be liable to punishment. What does 
that mean? -Wasever such language as that 
used in a Criminal statute, pointing out and 
defining an offense to be punished by indict- 
ment? It seems to me the. language ia too 
vague. It ought to go back and repeat, “and 
if any such person shall refuse. or. knowingly 
omit to perform such duty,” repeating the 
words again, or referring distinctly to the. duty 
to be performed ; but the words “ omit to give 
full effect to thiasection,”’ I submit to the hon- 
orable Senator from Wisconsin, are too vague 
to found an indictment upon. aes 
Mr. CARPENTER. If the Senator will 
pardon an joterruption for a moment, I will 
answer him. Of course there are two ways 
of drawing a bill to hit the difficulty that is now. 
undergoing consideration. One is to attempt 
to provide for it by a specific description of 


If you had but a single State to deal with, and 
could take the statutes of that State and care-. 
fally study them, you might.within the reasons 
able limit.of a séction provide for every case ; 
bat when you consider that you. have. got to 
deal with the laws of over thirty different States, 
differingin their entire machinery, as to registra- 
tion, as to qualification, as to the time, manner, 
and place of performing those several acts which 
are made prerequisites for voting, it will become 
apparent that itis impossible, in any section 


which would be so ahort that a man could read | 


it in his natural life, to provide for every con- 
tingency in every State. You must, therefore, 
to avoid that difficulty, frame a section of such 
generality of description. as will include all-the 
cases. Now, the criticism of the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr, Suzrman] is merely to. the phrase- 
ology of the section, as it seems. ... 

Mr, SHERMAN. That ig all. 
Makeitasasuggestion -. = - . 0; 

Mr. CARPENTER. Here: it seems ío ma 
the phraseology employed is: just a3. good as 
that which is suggested. For instance, to test 
this, suppose a particular instance; here is s 
man entitled ọn paying a-tax to. bave his name 
registered and to vote in s eertain State. He 
goes and offers to pay the tax, and the officer 
will not receive it. When you come to draw 
the indictment, of course you myst draw it 
specifying the time, place, and citcumstances 
constituting the offense; but you cannot em- 
body an indictment in your act. You must 
have the act punish the offense generally, and 
then the indictment must specify the circum- 
stances coming within the provisions of the act. 
An indictment in that case should charge that 
at a certain time and place John Smith refused 
to permit John Jones to pay the tax which 
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I merely 


ly ; r | or regulation’ should be irsértet. 
ing to citizens an opportunity to perform such. pre- |! have 
: word “duty,” on line eight, where the duty is 
| expressly defined. The section as it stands is, | 
‘in my judgment, not near so well expressed as 
the first and ninth sections of the House bill. | 
; Tsee the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Howard} 


J | ing thereon, 
every possible offense that can be committed.. || 


wonld have anthorized him to vote; and that 
would be a proper indictment, and would be 
clearly within the language of this section. 

’ Mr: SHERMAN. I should like to see a law- 
yer attempt to frame an indictment where the 
gist of the ‘offense was that a man failed to 
give full effect to-a section of a particular stat- 
ute. I think it would be impossible-to do it. 


I think it would be open to general and special 


Gemurrer; and therefore I think, instead of: 
ifto give fall effect to this section,” the words 
‘‘to perform such duty required by such law 


it distinctly. That will refer. back to the 


has got his copy of that bill beforehim. If you 
take the first and ninth sections of the House 
bill and insert in the ninth section, fourth line, 
the proper words to include the registry of the 
voter, you have in those sections a provision 
against every possible case, in my judgment, 
of the refusal to a colored man of the right to 
vote where a white man would Have it. Ihave 
tried my ingenuity- to. see if I could devise a 
case not included within the first and ninth 
seetions of the House hill, and I invite the 
attention of the Senator from Michigan, [ Mr. 
Howagp,] and also the attention of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, (Mr. CARPENTER.} In 


, this respect it is much more completa, much 


more logical, much more lawyer-like—if I may 
be allowed to say so—than the second section 
of this Senate bill, which is the operative sec- 
tion of the bill. Bs te 

When we come to the next section of the 
Senate bill we find— : eo 


That whenever, by or under the ‘authority of tha 
constitution or laws of amy State, or the laws of any 
erritory, any act is or shall be required tp be done 
any citizen as a prerequisite to qualify or entitle 
him to vote, the offer of any such citizen to perform 
the act required to be done as aforesaid shall, if it 
fail to be carried into execution by reason of the 
wrongfal act or omission aforesaid of the officer or 
person charged with the duty of reeaiving or per- 
nitting suck pe ormance, or offer to perform, or aet- 
e deemed and hold as a performance in 

law of such act— 


_, That is, an offer to do ah act shall pe held 
and considered to be as the act itself— _ 


Sa ute ant 
PEAN me eet a 


` This provision will, in my jadgment, repeal 
or, impair every registry law in the United 


° . f a 
States of America. Take the ease of New ion whos a ieee 


York city; where great bodies of illegal votes 
are cast. Suppose a thousand men should go 


| up to the polls and say, ‘t We tried tu: be tegis- 


tered and conlé not ‘be because the officer 


would not allow us to be,’’ or something of | 


that kind. The mar ig not bound to take an 


oath ; he is not bownd to furriish proof ;“he is | 


not bound to ‘prove: by affidavit that he was 
denied theright to register. Suppose yon take 
a thousand criminals in the city of New York, 
who are disfranchised ‘by the laws of the-State 
of New York, and they say they applied to be 
registered and couhd not be registered. ©. 

Mr, CARPENTER. The Senator is mi 
taken: ` If he will read-the section he will find 


that the party must show the fact by affidavit | 
to the officer, ini order to have the benefit of | 


his offer to register. - 
‘Mr. SHERMAN. © No; that is another dis- 
tinct clause. ` AE E E Y ; 
` Mr. CARPENTER.: 
section. Lae : ER E 
Mr. SHERMAN. Butit rélstes to another 
mattér. AS ie Scie 
Mr. STEWART. It velates to the same 
matter. i 3 ERR S 


It is in the same 


Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir; that relates to | 


the punishment that shall be infficted on thé 

officer who refuses to register himt. = 
Mr. STEWART. Read it. 

© Mr. SHERMAN: I will réad it.‘ I do not 


‘Then you | 


pont out these matters to criticise the section, 
ut simply from my desire to avoid difficulty. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I understand the sec- 
tion differently. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let me read it and see. 
| The clause I have already read provides that 
when a colored man offers to register, the 
| refusal to register him—that is, the purpose— 
shall be considered as equivalent to his registry 
i when he shall apply to vote; and the language ig 
so framed that it applies to white and colored. 

Mr. STEWART. The Senator is mistaken 
about that. . 
` Mr. SHERMAN. No; I am not. 

Mr. STEWART. ‘The wrongful act or 

omission aforesaid” is the language. That is, 
making a distinction by refusing to register. 
- Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Senator will 
i not interrupt me, for I had marked that word 
‘*aforesaid’’ to comment upon it hereafter. I 
would like to know, and I here again refer to 
the lawyers of the Senate’ what does this word 
“ aforesaid,” to which I intended to allude in 
another stage, mean? To what does it refer? 
Does it refer to section two? If go, it involves 
the necessity in framing an indictment under 
tais section of reciting the whole of the ele- 
ments which constitute a crime in the afore- 
said section two. The word ‘‘aforesaid’’ there 
ought to be stricken out in any event. 

-But I was going on to say that what I have 
read merely provides that the omission to regis- 
ter acolored man, the refusal toa colored man 
of the tight to be registered, shall be held 
as equivatent to his registering; and that ap- 
plies to white men as wellasto others. There 
is nothing to prevent a white man whom there 
is a refusal to register from the benefit of this 


:| section. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. We provide for the 
white man as well as the colored man. 

: Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly, the law ought 
to be general. Then under the operation of 
the first clanse of this third section any body 
of men who will go up and say, not testify, not 

rove by affidavit, but simply declare that they 
have been refased the right to be registered, 
will have the.right to vote, and all your regis- 
try lawsare overruled. That is notthe purpose, 
certainly, of any committee. 

' But it is said: that this construction of mine, 
which I have given simply in passing, is eured 
by the subsequent part of the section which I 
will read: ` 

And any judge— 

This, remember, is a distinct clause, just as 
if it was in a separate section— 

And any judge, inspector, or other officer of olec- 


| 

| Í ; ll be to reeeive, count, 
certify, register, report, or give effect to the vote ot 

| i 

| 

| 


' any such citizen, who shall refuse or knowingly omit 
| to receive, count, certify, register, report, or give 
| effect to tho voto of any such citizen, upon ty 
' sentation by him of his affidavit stating suc 
i ind the time and place thereof, and the namo of the 
officer‘or person whose tuty it was to act thereon, 
and that he was wrongfully prevented by such porson 
or Officer from performing such act, shall, for every 
such offense, forfeit and pay the sum of #500 to the 
person aggrieved thereby. 
` This isa mode of punishing a man who re- 
fases to register a person. Do I not under- 
stand itoorrectly? It provides that any judge, 
| Inspector, or other officer of election whose 
duty it shall be to receive, count, register, cer- 
i tify, &c., upon a proper affidavit. stating such 
offer, and the time and place thereof, and the 
name of the officer or person whose daty it 
was to act thereon, and that he was wrongfully 
prevented by such officer or person from per- 
forming such act, shall for every such offense 
| forfeit and pay the sum of $500 to the person 
aggrieved thereby. Surely that is a mode of 
punishing the officer. It is no gward whatever 
upon the right to vote. It does not guard in 
the slightest degree the evasion of the law 
which I show eould be committed by classes 
of men in the large cities. Thus inthe attempt 
to secure the negro in his right to vote in the 
' southern States we may break down all the 


o Pre 
h offer 


i 
i 
i 
i 


|| registry lawsin the United States. So it seenta 


: to me. I merely point out these things. 
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»Now, the only comment I have to make on 
the fourth section is that the words which were 
criticised by my colleague with a good deal of 
plapsibility and force only limit the meaning 
of the act. Therefore his criticism was not 
well founded; but it is a very good reason for 
striking out the words. 
should read, ‘‘ that if any person shall hinder, 
delay, or obstruct, or attempt to hinder, delay, 
or obstruct any citizen from voting,” &c. 
That it is all it should be. 


force, bribery, threats, intimidation, or other- 
wise.” 
t otherwise” is intended to mean anything it 


covers every mode of hindering, delaying, pre- : 


venting, or obstructing. Therefore why not say 


directly ‘‘ that if any person shall anes delay, ` 
h 


prevent, or obstruct, or attempt to hinder, 


delay, prevent, or dbstract any citizen from 


doing any act required to be done to qualify 
him to vote,” &c.? I suggest to the Senator 


Suppose this section . 


But: there are | 
inserted these words, which tend to create the | 
argument that my colleague dwelt upon with | 
a great deal of force, “that if any person by `i 


having the bill in charge that these words, which | 


have a tendency to limit the meaning and oper- 
ation of the fourth section, simply give those 


an oppor cnt, of doing so. 
AT. 
fully?’ ought to be inserted after “ otherwise.” 
Mr. SHERMAN. I do not see any occa- 
sion for the words. That would be au im- 
provement; but I think it would be better to 
strike out the words, because no person has a 


CARPENTER. The word ‘“unlaw: ' 


right to hinder, delay, or obstruct, or attempt `| 


to hinder, delay, or obstruct any qualified voter 
in the exercise of the elective franchise. 


Mr. CARPENTER. Suppose I attempt to | 
hinder or prevent you by convincing you that : 


you ought not to vote? 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


It is sufficientto say that | 
no tribunal in the civilized world would con- ` 


sider that a crime unless there was an evil ` 


intent, whether the words were used or not. . 
Now, in regard to the fifth section. In my 
judgment that fifth section ought not to have 
a place in the bill. That section transfers all 
contested elections, even for a justice of the 
peace, to the United States courts. Suppose 
there should be a contest in a town for any 
office-——— 


Mr. STEWART. In the report of the com- 


mittee there is a mistake, by which words are | 


left out. 


Mr. SHERMAN. In this section? I ask the | 
Secretary whether there bas been any amend- || 


ment made to the fifth section? 

The Corer Cierx. In theseventh line, after 
the word ‘‘ jurisdiction,” as printed, the words 
“with the proper State courts’? have been 
added. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That takes away much 
of the objection I had to the section ; but it 
seems to. me there is no oceasion for it at all. 
I think it would be better a great deal to leave 
out this section, especially in view of the pro- 
visions of this sixth section, which gives to the 
United States courts in all proper cases con- 
current jurisdiction. The fifth section would 
give rise to great trouble. Take a familiar 
ease that is not likely to happen, but yet which 
may happen. Suppose two persons are. con- 
testing for the office of justice of the peace, a 
mere local matter, and the election should 
turn on the legality or illegality of colored 
votes, or the refusal of judges of election to 
admit persons to vote on account of color. It 
must be remembered that thousands of cases 
may turn upon votes admitted or excluded on 
the ground of color. Is there any occasion 
to allow such a case to be transferred to the 
courts of the United States and burden the 
courts of the United States with that kind of 
controversy? The State courts are’ just ag 
much bound to enforce the Constitution of the 
United States, and also the laws passed in pur- 
suance thereof, as the United States courts 
are. You might give a proper proceeding in 


|| to encounter prejudice. 
about it. The law ought to be made so far |, 
specific that any man who violates it in any | 
way, or excludes a man from voting on account ; 
'| of race, color, or previous condition of servi- | 
tude, ought at once to seé the penalties of a 


the natureof an appeal ‘or writ of error, ot the 
like, to the United States courts; but it seems 
to me that the original jurisdiction ought to be 
confined to the State courts. At any rate, if 
the United States courts ought to have juris- 
diction, section six amply confers it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to make 
this suggestion to the Senator for his consid- 
eration, whether this section five removes from 
the jurisdiction of boards of canvassers and 
other tribunals organized in the States the con- 
sideration of contested elections. 

Mr. SHERMAN. - Undoubtedly it would 
under the section as it first stood. Whether 


| under the words there now, referring to the State 
What is the use of these worda? If. 


courts, these canvassers would be construed to 
be State courts, I doubt; and therefore the 
result would: be to transfer all these contro- 
versies to the courts of the United States from 
the canvassers. It: strikes me, therefore, that 
this fifth section should either be greatly amend- 
ed or entirely stricken from the bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


section I was of opinion in committee that 
we ought not to insert that section. The Con- 


: epee $ ' stitution provides for protecting persons in the 
who desire to criticise and carp about this law |; 


right to vote, and when we undertake to carry 
our law beyond that, and decide contested 


elettions, we are trenching on dangerous ` 
| ground, and hence I thought it would be better, | 


at any rate in the first instance, not to do it. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I think so too. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I merely state that in 
regard to my own position. 


Mr: SHERMAN. I wish to say again to , 


the Senate and to the members of the Judiciary 


Committee that I do not point out these mat- | ) t l 
, after discussion I would agree with the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, that we must protect 


ters with any desire to criticise their work. I 
know it is a very difficultthing. Itis an attempt 
That is all there is 


severe law staring him in the face that there 
would-beno chatice of dodging the penalties of. 


Then section eleven has one provision in it | 


which I think ought not to be there; that is 
the authority given to the President. It pro- 
vides: aoe 

And beit further enacted, That whenever the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall have reason to be- 
lieve that offenses have been or are likely to be 
committed against the provisions of this act, within 
any judicial district, it shall be lawful for him, in 
his discretion, to direct the judge, marshal, and dis- 
trict attorney of such district to attend at such place 
within thedistrict and for such time as he may desig- 
nate, for the purpose of the more speedy arrest and 
trial of persons charged with a violation of this act, 

It seems to me rather a. strange roceedin 
to allow the President to order a judge, say o 
the circuit court, whose jurisdiction extends 
over several States, to go to a particular place 
and a particular locality merely to supervise 
and attend to a particular. class of business, 
and to keep him there as long as he choose ; 
because that is the effect of ite = 

Mr. CARPENTER. Only the district judge. 


. Mr. SHERMAN. Itaaystodirect the judge; | 


and the circuit courts haye certain jurisdiction 
under this bill. 

Mr. CARPENTER. The jadge of any 
district.. - note 

Mr. SHERMAN. It says ‘‘ within any jadi- 
cial district.’’ That is, only to a less extent, 
subject to. the same objection, The marshal 
and the district attorney are in the main execu- 
tive officers. The marshal isthe servant, you 
may say, of the President, appointed by him; 
but a judge ought not in any case to be subject 
to the order of the President. The judge 
belongs to a distinct and independent depart- 
ment of the Government. I would just as 
soon allow the President of the United States 
to order a Senator, or a member of Congress 
where and when he chooses, as to authorize 
him to direct a judge to go to this county orto 
that county. he President has no power to 


The Senator from Ohio | 
will allow me to say that in regard to that fifth : 


j: 
4 
4 


` bills. 


direct a judge anywhere, except within the 
limits of his district at the places fixed by law 
to meet out even-handed justice. Therefore, 
while I have no objection to allowing this dis- 
cretionary power over the marshal and the 
subordinate ofñcers of the courts, I think it 
ought not to be extended to the judge, who 
belongs to a distinct and independent branch 
of the Government. 

. Mr. President, my own opinion is that the 
House bill, with some such amendments as 
might be devised and put on it, will answer 
all the purposes that are now necessary to 
enforce the fifteenth amendment. The propo- 
sition of the honorable Senator from Nevada 
goes further than the printed bill I have before 
me, and proposes to amend this bill by substi- 
tuting for it Senate bill No. 810 and two other 
One bill, which the Senator informs me 
he has offered as an amendment, is Senate bill 
No. 3866, ‘‘to secure to all persons the equal 


i protection of the laws.” I have not had time 


to examine it carefully. We are called upon 
to vote that also as a part of this proposition, 
and also another bill providing against holding 
office under the fourteenth amendment. 

These bills all seem to have had the sanction 
of the Judiciary Committee. Probably after 
examination I might approve them; but they 
are certainly adding an independent subject, 
making it necessary to change the title of 
this bill, to change the scope of it, to enlarge 
greatly the purpose for which the House bill was 
passed, because these provide for enforcing 
the fourteenth amendment as well as the fif- 
teenth, and provide also for dragging into the 


‘controversy the Chinese question and gues- 


tions of that kind. I am not sure but that 


the Chinese against the local laws of Califor- 
nia; but it seems to me we ought to do it with 
aur eyes open, and understand what we are 
oing. 
I have been, therefore, in hopes that the 
Judiciary Committee would report such mod- 
ifications of the House bill as would carry out 


| more perfectly the intention of the fifteenth 


amendment, which is to secure to every man, 
without respect to his color, race, or previous 
condition, the equal right to vote; and I would 
make the penalties so severe; the remedies so 
plain, that if any man in any community in 


i the United States should violate the personal 


rights of any citizen in the United States in 
the most sacred of rights, the right to vote, he 
should be punished by a sure, swift, and severe 
remedy. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I am glad 
the Senator would make them swift and cer- 
tain; but he certainly cannot accomplish that 
without some means of doing it. I wish to say 
just a word on the third section. Ido not think 
the Senator from Ohio understands the section. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Perhaps not. 

Mr. STEWART, T believe if he did he would 
be for it. The proposition is that if a colored 
man is ublawfully prevented, on account of his 
race or color, from qualifying himself to vote 
the party doing it shall not avail himself of his 
own wrong to keep him from the polls; that 
notwithstanding that prevention, if he is other- 
wise qualified, he shall vote. That is the prop- 
osition, and that is all there is of it if it is read 
properly: : 

That whenever, by or under the authority of the 
constitution or laws of any State or the laws of 
any Territory, any act is or shall be required to be 
done by any citizen as a prerequisite to qualify or 
entitle him to vote, the offer of any such citizen to 
perform the act required to be done as aforesaid 
shall, if it fail to be carried into execution by reason 
of the wrongful act or omission aforesaid~— 

What is the ‘‘ wrongful act or omission afore- 
said?” The refusal to register. That is the 
wrongful act or omission. If he is prevented— 
by the wrongful act or omission aforesaid of the 
person or officer charged with thé duty of receiving 
or permitting such performance or offer to perform, 


or noting thereon, be decmed and held as a perform- 
ance in law of such act. 
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If the officer charged with the registration, 
for instance, refuses to allow acolored man to 
register because he is a colored man his offer 
to register shall be equivalent to the perform- 
ance, because he has performed so far as he 
can. 


` And the porson so.offering and failing as afore- 
said, and being otherwise quaiified— 


Except that ho has not performed the act he ` 


was prevented from performing— 


shell be entitled to voto in the same manner and < tration ; but on the 


to the same crtent as if he had in fact performed 
such act. : 


_ That isfair. The only objection to him, then, 
as a voter is because he cannot register because 
he was a colored man: = l 


_ And any judge, inspector, er other officer of elec- l 


tion whose duty it is or shall 


be to receive, count, : 


certify, register, report, or give effect to the vote of | 


any such citizen, whos 


all refuse or knowingly omit | 


to receive, count, certify, register, report, or givo | 


effect to the vote of uch citizen, upon the presenta- 
tion by him of his affidavit stating such offer and the 
time and place thereof, and the name of the officer 
or person whose duty it was to act thereon, and that 
he was wrongtully preveated by such person or ofi- 
cer from performing such act, shall for every such 
offense forfeit and pay the sum of £500. ' 


He was a qualified voter but for the refusal: 
to register him. The only thing his affidavit 


goes to is the fact that 'he was preveuted from | 


registering, and upon that point the affidavit 
must be taken; the officer cannot refuse, 
may inquire as to other qualifications, but he 
must take this affidavit on one 
made an offer to register where. he appears to 
be a legal voter in every other respect. Now, 
what great.harm is there in that? If anybody 
popote swear falsely you may punish him 
y indictment. ' ee Gs 
. Mr. SHERMAN. I want to ask. my friend 
where is the provision of law that requires the 
voter to make an affidavit in order to get in his 
vote? It is true he cannot sue for Tis $500 
penalty unless he makes an affidavit; but sup- 
pose a thousand persons who have no right to 
vote should go to the judges of election and 
say that they have a right to vote but were not 


registered because the registering officer re- : 
TERA register them, would not the judges 


should make | 


bound to let them vote? . 

_ Mr. HOWARD. Suppose they sho 
their several affidavits, and present them to the 
judge of election, that they at 
vote but had been refused the right to regs T; 
and suppose they were all of them totally dis- 
qualified; and had thus sworn. falsely ia their 
affidavits;. would, not the judge. of election 
under this bill be compelled, and. that under 
heavy penalties, to accept their votes? 
. Mr. STEWART. Not-at all. 

Me HOWARD. I think.-he is. 

c Mr. STEWART. Not at all. 

~. Mr. HOWARD... He bas. no ‘judicial an- 


thority.: He: ig simply aeting iu -a ministerial 


capasity.; he cannot. nndertake to judge of and 


determine any legal question or any question of | 
bs, a eee ee ae eee e aa 3 a l j 
Mr. STEWART, The Senator from Mich- 


igan has not read it carefully. .. The trouble is 
to get.men to read it. He must be.atherwise 
qualified, and then present an affidavit. ‘The 
affidavit only goes to one faet.. -They can-ex: 
pmine-gg to-other qualifications... =... 
., Mr. HOWARD. ..But how.is the judge of 
plection,.to whom the affidavit is preseuted, to 
determine whether he is qualified? .He knows 
‘nothing about him at alls <,- 0, oot ere, 
Mr. STEWART. He is only to take the 
affidavit.on one fact, of his having applied. ta 
be registered.. Upon,that fact his affidavit is 
taken, and upon no other fact. : -> -. : 
op Mn HOWARD.: Very well. Ifthat affida- 
Vib, containing that specifie allegation. is pre- 
sented to the judge. of election the person pre- 


senting it, although totally disqualified, would |; 
be entitled to: vote, and the judge would have , 


no right to inquire—..-. e n; , 
. Mr. STEWART. The section says right the 
other way. -Hae is to present his affidavit and 
be otherwise qualified.) =... =) 0. a; 


oint, that he | 


they were entitled. to | 


He | 


— aE 


- Mr. HOWARD. Who is to judge of his 
being ‘' otherwise qualified ?” 

Mr. STEWART. The judge can reject him 
for any other reason. The fact of his being 


otherwise qualified may be inquired into under ;; 


this law: 


The person se offering and failing, as aforesaid, 
and being otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to .. 


vote. 


| It leaves all the rest of the qualifications to | 
i be inquired into except the matter of regis- 
uestion of his having | 


applied to be registered the affidavit must be 


: taken. And the vote of “such citizen’’—refer- 


ing back to. the citizen otherwise qualified— 


‘| who presents his affidavit that he applied for : 


registration must be received. That is the 
only proof on that point. . 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I think it 


i my duty to call the attention of the Senate to 
: one question that seems to me to affect this 
. Senate bill in nearly every section, and which 


does not affect the House bill. My attention 
was called to it by the remarks of the Senator 
from New Jersey. Our theory is that the ques- 
tion of suffrage is under the control of the 
States, and was left to the several States by the 


` Constitution of the United States; and that 


being the case, Congress had no power to pass 
a law conferriug suffrage on colored men, and 
it-was necessary to amend the Constitution of 
the United States for that purpose. We there- 


fore provided in the fifteenth amendment that : 


: “í the right of citizens of the United States to 


: vote shall not be denied or abridged by the . 


United States, or by any State, on account of 
race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude. The proposition to which I call atten- 
tion is this: that the question -of suffrage is 


now, as it was before, completely under the ` 


: control of the several States to punish viola- 


i tions of the right of suffrage, just as they had | 
| the power before, except that we take away | 
i their power to deny suffrage on accountof race, | 


color, or previous condition of servitude, and 
have given. to Congress the power to evforce 
this amendment. 

The question now to which 
tion of the Senate is whether it isin the power 


of Congress to make: provision for punishing | 
violations of the right of suffrage except those - 
violations go:to the questien of.color, race, ,or | 


previous condition of servitude. :; o 2. ieo 
- Mr. EDMUNDS. . Butit does not make any 
difference which the color is, black or white. 
Mr. MORTON. Not a bit. It does not 
make. any difference: which; but if.a man is 
denied the right of suffrage because he isa 
white man, if-any State shall assume to deny 
a man:the right of suffrage because he is a 
white man, then we- bave a right to. interfere ; 
or if because:he is colored man, then we-have 


a night to interfere. But suppose the denial |; 
of. the right of: suffrage by a board of registra- | 


tion or a beard of inspectors has nothing what- 
ever:to do with color; suppose it is for an 


offense thet existed by State law before. the | 


enactment of this fifteenth amendment, what 
power have we got to-interfere with that any 
more than we had before ?. - Pants gy ttt tLe 
Mr. -EDMUNDS.- Nobody, I think, would 
claim that.we have. . I should not say 80» . 
Mr. MORTON. It seems‘ toa. me that the 
Senate bill.is broader than the amendment, 
and that, the House bill goes upon the correct 
theory in that respect, for it is confined to the 
guljecta bO DEd in the fifteenth amendment, 
except in. the eighth and ninth sections, which 
apply to: presidential and eongressional elec- 
tions; and there the bill is general. in ita char- 
acter,as it has arightto be unden the Conatitu- 
tion of the United Stes... [call the attention 
of the Senate to the fact that-all the provisions 
of the Senate bill are general, without reference 
to the fifteenth amendment, except. the-first 
section; and: that contains no penalty at all, 


but is simply declaratory of the amendment | 


jt 


itself... The first section might be- left out so 


I call the atten- | 


| declaratory of the amendment itself. The sec- 
ond section aflixes certain penalties for cer- 
tain things. So does the third; so does the 
fourth, and so on. To show how the theory 
is preserved in the House bill, I will read a 
i part of the first section of that bill: 

Whother under color or pretext of any provision 
of any State constitution, or any law of any State, 
: Territory, or district whatsoever, or of any local, 
municipal, or other law, rule, or ordinance, deny or 
abridge the right of any citizen of the United States 
to vote, on account of race, color, or previous con- 
dition of servitude, at any Federal, State, county, 
municipal, or other election. 

Then, again, in the second section it pro- 
vides— 

: That ali colored citizens of the United States 
i| resident in the several States of tho United States, 
:| Shall be entitled to vote, &e. 
' So it is again in the third section, until it 
' comes to the eighth and ninth sections, where 
it refers especially to presidential and con- 
i gressional elections, and there it is general in 
its terms and applies to all citizens. That is 
all I have to say about that. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, proceeded 
to address the Senate in a speech, which will 
be published after it shall have been concluded. 
Having spoken three quarters of an hour 

Mr. SHEWART. With the permission of 
the Senator from Maryland, I desire to suggest 
that if he wishes to finish his speech this even- 

i ing, the time for taking the recess be extended 
half an hour. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I did not 
_know that there was any recess ordered for 
to-night. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate yes- 
terday resolved that to-day at five o’clock they 
would take a recess until seven and ahalfo’clock 
' this evening. 
| Mr. STEWART. If the Senator from Mary- 
: land desires to finish this evening, I was going 

to suggest that the time for the recess be 
extended for fifteen minutes, to accommodate 


him. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hope no man will ask 
-the Senator from Maryland to speak longer 
this evening, and to speak within a limit of 
. fifteen minutes. 

' Mr. STEWART. Not unless he desires it. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Mary- 
land tells me that.as he is now beginning with a 
new’ topic he would prefer td go om to-morrow. 
He cannot finish his speech’ tow.  Fthove, 
therefore, that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business at this time. 

Mr. STEWART. Then let ustake a recess 
now instead of waiting until five o'clock. ` 

Mr. THURMAN. Very well. I withdtaw 
my motion for an executive session, and sub- 
mit the motion which the Senator from Nevada 
indicates: = ie DA S Gs RG Mie «ee 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senátor from 
Ohio moves that the Senate now take a recess 
until half past seven o’clock. The Chair hears 
no objection to entertaining that motion. The 
question ‘is oti the motion. - oe 
|- The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
took a recess until half past seven o'clock. 


| 


EVENING SESSION.. 
The Senate reassembled at haif 
o’cleck p. m. o 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED, 
|” The bill (H. R. No. 2052} to amend the 
| homestead act was read twice by its title, and 

| referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. - 

| -EXECUTION OF LAWS IN UTAN. . 
| . The VICE PRESIDENT. . The Senate, by 
| its order, now proceeds tq. the. consideration 
ii of the bill (H; k. No. 1089) inaid of the exe- 
`; cution of the laws: in the. Territory of Utah, 
‘| and for other purposes. . The-bill is before the 
|, Senate as in. Committee of the Whole, aud will 

i; be read.. ee 

The bill was read. A 
The first seetion authorizes the United 


past seven 


States 


far as that is concerned, because it is simply || marshal af Utah Territory to appoint.a deputy 
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in each of the judicial districts of the Territory; 
but before any such deputy is to enter upon 
the discharge of his duties his appointment 
must be approved by the judge of the district 
court of the district for which he is appointed ; | 
and he must take and subscribe the same oath 
prescribed by law for the marshal, and give 
bond with good and sufficient sureties to the 
marshal in the penal sum of $10,000, condi- 
tioned for the faithful discharge of his duties as 
such deputy; and the appointment, approval, 
oath, and bond are to be entered upon the jour- 
nals of the court. 

The second section makes it the duty of the 
marshal, in person or by his deputies, to attend 
the district and supreme courts of the Ferri- 
tory, and serve and execute all process, orders, 
judgments, or decrees issued, rendered, or 
directed by the courts, or by any judge thereof. 

The third section authorizes the United States 
district attorney of the Territory also to ap- 
point an assistant in each of the judicial dis- 
tricts of the Territory; but before any such 
assistant is to enter upon the discharge of his 
duties his appointment must be approved by 
the presiding judge of the district court of the 
district for which such appointment is made; 
and he must take and subscribe the same oath 
prescribed by law to be taken by the district 
attorney; and the appointment, approval, and 
oath are to be entered upon the journals of the 
court. 

The fourth section makes it the duty of the 
district attorney, in person or by his assistants, 
to attend all of the district courts of the Terri- 
tory, and perform the duties of prosecuting 
attorney in all criminal cases arising in the 


courts. . 
` By the fifth section only citizens of the Uni- 
ted States; over the age of twenty-one. years, 
are to be competent to serve as grand or petit 
jurors in the Territory. TENET 
The sixth section provides that: the grand 
jary of the Territory shall consist of Aireen 
good and lawful men; twelve of- whom concur- 
ring may find and.return a bill of indictment. 
he seventh section provides that at least 
twenty days before the time of holding each 
regular term of the district courts of the Ter- 
ritory, in their respective districts, the United 
States marshal of the Territory, or one of his 
deputies, is, in connection with the elerk of the 
district court for which a term is:tobe holden, 
to. select from the body of the people of. the 
district one. hundred good.and lawful men, | 
having the necessary qualifications to serve as 
jurors, and make a list, in writing, of the names 
of the persons so selected, and: append thereto 
a certificate, stating that the persons have by 
them been selected to act in that capacity, and 
setting forth the court, district, and term of 
court for which they were selected, which cer- 
tificate is to be signed by the persons making 
such selection and filed with the clerk; where- 
upon the clerk is forthwith to draw. by lot, from | 
the one hundred, thirty-nine names, aad issue 
avenire directed. to the marshal or hisdeputy, 
commanding him to summon the fifteen per- 
sons first drawn from the list, to be and appear 
in the court on the first day of the term thereof 
(to be named in the venire) to serve as grand 
‘jurors; atso- to issue a Hike venire, command- 
ing the marshal or his deputy to summon the 
remaining twenty-four persons drawn from the 
list, to be.and appear at the term to.serve as 
petit jurors, and. the persons so aclected and 
summoned are to constitute one full grand 
and two full petit juries; butif allor any num- 
ber of the persons so selected and summoned 
shall fail to appear, shall be excused by the 
court or shall be challenged, ov if for any other 
‘cause whatever it shall become necessary, the 
court, both in the case of the grand and petit 
jury, may order the panel to be filled by tales: 
men, summoned by the marshal or his deputy 
from the body of the district or from the. by- 
stauders. ees: 


i 


The eighth section provides that if, at avy 
‘special or adjourned term of the district courts 


of the Territory, it shall become necessary to 
have either a grand or petit jury, or both, after 
the juries for the regular term have been dis- 
charged from attendance, the presiding judge 
of the district court requiring the attendance 
of such jury or juries may, in his discretion, 
issue a special order requiring the marshal or 
one of his deputies, and the clerk, to forthwith 
select and summon a jury or juries according 
to the foregoing provisions. Any judge of the 
district courts of the Territory of Utah is author- 
ized and empowered to appoint, at such times 
and places as he may deem expedient, as many 


special terms of court in his district as in his , 


opinion the necessities of business may re- 
quire, thirty days’ notice to be given of the 


time and place of holding such special term in | 


some newspaper in general circulation in the 
Territory. 

By the ninth section the first judicial district 
is to embrace the counties of Millard, Sanpete, 
Sevier, Pinto, Beaver, Iron, Washington, Rio 
Virgin, and Kane, and the regular terms of 
the court thereof are to be held at the city of 
Beaver, in the county of Beaver, commencing 
on the first Monday of June in each year. The 
second judicial district is toembrace the coun- 
ties of Tooele, Salt Lake, Utah, Wasatch, and 
Juab, and the regular terms thereof are to be 
held at Salt Lake City, commencing on the 
first Mondays of February, May, and Septem- 
ber, in each year. The third judicial district 
is to embrace the counties of Davis, Morgan, 


| Summit, Boxelder, Cache, Weber, and Rich, 


and the regular terms thereof are to be held at 
Corinne, in the county of Boxelder, and com- 
mence on the first Mondays of January and 
June in each year; but the time of commenc- 
ing the regular terms of the several courts may 


! be changed by the Governor, when it shall ap- 


pear to him that a different time would accom- 
modate the judge and the people of the several 
districts better. - 

- The tenth section provides that in criminal 
cases both the prosecution and the accused 
shall have the right and privilege to challenge 
for cause the array and polls both of the grand 
and petit jury, and in all prosecutions for bigamy 
and the crimes specified in the act no person 
is to be competent to serve, either as a grand 
or petitjuror, who believes in, advocates, or 
practices bigamy, concubinage, or polygamy, 
and upon that faet appearing by examination 


on voir dire or otherwise, such person is not '| 


to be permitted to serve as a juror. And in 
the right to challenge peremptorily six of the 
petit jurors. i i 
The eleventh section provides, as marriage 
in the Territory of Utah rests solely on the con- 
tract of the parties followed by cohabitation, 
there being no form, manner or ceremony 
prescribed by the laws of the Territory for the 
selemnization of this important relation in soci- 
ety, or requiring any: recordation, certificate. 
or publication of the same that ir all prose- 
cutions for bigamy, concubinage, or adultery, 
it shall. not be necessary to prove either the 
first or subsequent marriages by the registra- 
tion or certificate thereof or other recorded 
evidence, but it may be proved by such evi- 
dence-as is admissible to prove a marriage in 
otlier cases, and proof of cohabitation by the 
accused with more than one woman as husband 
and wife, his declarations and admissions that 
such: women are his wives, his acts recogniz- 
ing; acknowledging; introducing, treating, or 
deporting himself toward them as sach, are, 
untess rebutted, to be sufficient to sustain the 
prosecation. 
- The twelfth section pgovides that any man 
in tho Territory who shall, after this act goes 
into effect, live or cohabit with one woman or 


more; other than his lawful wife, as his wife or || 


wives, shall be adjadged guilty of the crime 
of concubinage, and upon conviction thereof, 
-be punished by fine not exceeding $1,000, and 
by imprisonment in the penitentiary at hard 
labor not exceeding five years; and in all pros- 


ecutions for the violation of this section the 
alleged concubines of the accused are to be 
competent witnesses to establish or disprove 
the charge; but no statement made by any 
such witnesses is to be used against, admitted, 
or allowed to affect them in any manner in any 
case whatsoever, and an indictment charging 
the crime to have been committed with more 
than one woman will be sustained by proof 
showing it to have been committed with one 
only or more. ? 

By the thirteenth section, every person who 
commits the crime of adultery is to be pun- 
ished by imprisonment not exceeding five years 
nor less than one year, or by fine not exceed- 
ing $1,000 nor less than $100, or by both fine 
and imprisonment, at the discretion of the 
court; and any violation of this section, the 
twelfth section of the act, and the act against 
bigamy, entitled “An act to punish and pre- 
vent the practice of polygamy in the Territo- 
ries of the United States and other places, and 
disapproving and annulling certain acts of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah,” 
approved July 1, 1862, may be charged in sep- 
arate counts in the same indictment; which 
indictment may conclude generally “against 
the statutes in such cases made and provided ;’” 
and the thirty-first section of an act of the 
| legislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah, 
entitled ‘‘An act in relation to crimes and pun- 
ishments,’’ approved March 6, 1852, is disap- 
proved and annulled. A ; 

The fourteenth section provides that in all 
cases or proceedings where imprisonment may 
be ordered, if there be no jail or prison in 
which the person or. persons to be imprisoned 
can with safety be kept, the court or judge may 
order such person or persons confined in any 
military prison or camp of the United States 
in the Territory; and the officer or person in 
command of such prison or camp is authorized 
' and required, on the order of the court or 
| judge, to receive and safely keep such person 
or persons until they shall be lawfully dis- 
charged from custody. - poe ae 

By the fifteenth section, if the United States 
marshal or any of his deputies shall be resisted 
or threatened with resistance in the execution 
of any writ, order, process, judgment, or de- 
cree of any court or judge of Utah Territory, 
| the marshal or either of his deputies may, if 
in their judgment assistance is necessary, apply 
to the commander or person in charge of any 


i |! military camp or post of thë United States in 
àll criminal trials each of the parties is to have || 


| the Territory, or to any one having charge of 
| troops of the United States therein, for a posse 
! to aid such officer; and upon such application 


i| being made the commander.or person in charge 


of such military camp, post, or troops is Ru- 
thorized to detail a sufficient number of men 
| to enforce the writ or other process, whatever 
it may be; which is being or is threatened ‘to 
| be resisted. And the marshal, or either of his 
deputies, may make application for such assist- 
ance when necessary to suppress any mob, 
‘riot, ot other disturbance of the peace. . 
The sixteenth section makes it the daty of 
the Governor of the Territory, so often as it 


| shall appear necessary, to inspect or cause to 


be-inspected the jails and other’ptisons in the 
Territory, and the manner persons are held; 
freated, and imprisoned therein. And the Gov- 
ernor is to make roles-for the regulation and 
government of the jails and prisons; and ‘He is 
empowered to remove the. wardens’ and keep: 
ers of all jails and prisons, or- other officers 
connected therewith, and appoint others in 
their stead, as often as in bis opinion the public 
good shall require. Bones gt 

~ By the seventeenth section no alien living 
in or practicing bigamy, polygamy, or concu- 
binage is to be admitted to citizenship of the 
United States; nor is any person living in or 
practicing bigamy, polygamy, or concubinage 
to hold any office of trust or profit in the Ter- 
ritory, vote at any election therein, or be en- 
titled to the: benefits of the homestead or pre- 
emption laws of the United -States ; and the 


+ 


| 


. gress, as provided for by the third section of 


1870. 


district courts of the Territory are authorized 
to issue writs of quo warranto, on the inform- 
ation of the district attorney or other person 
interested, to test the right of any one discharg- 
ing the duties of or claiming the right to any 


oftice in the Territory; and the judges of elec- | 


tions are authorized to examine under oath all . 
persons who may offer to vote as to their quali- 

fications and rights so to do, and every person | 
appointed or elected to office in the Territory, 
before entering upon the duties of sueh office 
and before being entitled to any salary or other 
emoluments thereof, is to take and subscribe 
one of the following oaths or affirmations, to 
wits “I, A B, do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I have never voluntarily borne arms against 
the United States since I have been a citizen | 
thereof; that I have voluntarily given no aid, | 
countenance, counsel, orencouragementtofper- | 
sons engaged in armed hostility thereto; that I | 
have neither soughtnor accepted nor attempted ` 


to exercise the functions of any office whatever, ,, 


under any authority or pretended authority in 
hostility to the United States; that I have not 
yielded a voluntary support to any pretended 
government, authority, power, or constitution 
within the United States hostile or inimical 
thereto, or, I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I have been relieved by an act of Con- 


the fourteenth article of the amendments to the 

Constitution of the United States;) that I am : 
not living in or. practicing bigamy, polygamy, : 
or concubinage; and I will not hereafter live - 


in or practice the same; and I do further swear , 
(or afirm) that to the best of my knowledge `. 


and ability I will support and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States against all ene- 
mies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same; that I | 
will obey all of the-laws of the United States, | 
and will not counsel, advise or encourage any | 
other person to disobey or violate the same ; 

that I take this obligation freely, without any 

mental reservation or purpose of evasion, and 

that I will well and faithfully discharge the | 


duties of the office on which I. am about to |} 
enter: so help me God.” And. the oath, when j; : 
i; in the penitentiary of the Territory not more 


taken and subscribed, is to be certified by the 


officer before whom the same was taken and |; 
subseribed, and the oath ao certified is forth- ; 
with to be forwarded to the secretary of the |: 
Territory, who is to place. the game on file in ., election | 

n — {| person to put say: number, figure; or device: 
upon such bahot, whereby any person may be: 
enabled toas¢ertain by whom the ballot was: 


his office. Pe fee, 
The eighteenth section provides that in the | 
absence or in case of sickness or disability of 
any of the judges of the Territary, or for any. 
cause whatever which renders it necessary, 1t 
shall be competent for either-of the judges to 
hold court in any of the judicial districts of the | 
Territory, and itis made the duty of thejudges, | 
upon the request or direction of the Exceutive 
of the Territory, in writing, setting forth the ; 
reason and necessity of-such request or direc» 
tion, to proceed to the district designated and | 
to hold the terms of court therein until such | 
necessity shall cease. os : x 
The nineteenth section provides that the | 
probate judges, justices of the peace, judges | 
of all elections, notaries public, and all sheriffs | 
in the Territory, shall be appointed by the 
Governor, be subject to removal by him, and 
shall hold their offices for the term prescribed 
by law, unless sooner removed, or their suc- 
cessors shall before then be appointed. 
The twentieth section allows an appeal by 
any party aggrieved from all final decisions, 
orders, judgments, or deorees of all inferior 
courts in the Territory to the district court of 
the district in which the proceedings before. 
such courts are had, and in correction of the: 
proceedings of such inferior courts of the Ter- 
ritory ; and to prevent and correct abuses by 
them, the district courts. of the Territory are 
authorized to issue writs. of error, certiorari, 
mandamus, prohibition, and quo warranto ; 
and in all cases of appeal from one court to 
another, where a bond or other security is now 


Ti 


xegnsred to be given by the party appealing, it 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ig not to be lawful to demand or exact of such 


party the payment of costs adjudged or taxed | 


against him until the appeal shall be finally 
disposed of by the appellate court, and the 


supreme court of the Territory may make rules | 
manner of | 


and regulations as to the moda an 
taking and perfecting appeals from one court 
to another in the Territory, and the security, 
if any, to be given in such appeals, so that the 
jast rights of the parties may be secured and 
preserved. 

By the twenty-first section marriages in the 

erritory are to be solemnized only by justices 
of the supreme court, by justices of the peace 
duly appointed and qualified, and by any priest 
or minister of the Gospel regularly ordained 
and settled or established as such in the T'er- 
ritory, between parties. competent: to enter 
into the marriage contract. Marriage in the 
Territory is declared to be a civil contract, 
to which the consent of parties, capable in 
law of contracting, is essential. No man, a 
resident of the Vario. is to marry his 
mother, hig grandmother, daughter, grand- 


daughter, step-mother, grandfather's wife, . 


son's wife, grandson’s wife, wife’s mother, wife’s 
grandmother, wife’s daughter, wife’s grand- 
daughter, nor his sister, his half sister, broth- 
er's daughter, father’s sister, or mother’s sister. 


No woman is to marry her father, grandfather, . 
son, grandson, step-father, grandmother’s. 


husband, daughter’s husband, grand-daugh- 
ter’s husband, husband's father, husband’s 
grandfather, husband’s son, husband’s grand- 
son, nor her brother, half brother,. brother’s 
son, sister’s son, father’s brother, or mother’s 
brother. No marriage isto be contracted while 
either of the parties has a former wife or hus- 


band living in the United States or elsewhere, . 


unless the marriage with such former wife or 
husband shall have been legally dissolved. 
All persons within the degrees of consanguin- 
ity within which marriages are herein prohib- 
ited to residents of the ‘l'erritory, and hereby 
declared to be incestuous and void, who shail 
intermarry with each other, or who shall com- 
mit adultery or fornication with each other, are 
to be punished. by inyprisonment at hard labor 


than twenty years, and. be fined not more than 
$1,000. OSes A ORE 

The twenty-second section makes it unlaw- 
fulin all cases of election by ballot. for any 


given; and any violation or attempt to violate 
this provision is to be deemed and taken to be 
a Grime, and ‘upon conviction thereof the per- 


son:80 offending. may. be punished by fine not: 


exceeding $500, or by imprisonment in the 


|| penitentiary not exceeding one year, or by both 
| fine and imprisonment, at the diseretion of the | 
And at all elections none’ but male 


court. 
citizens of the United States. over twenty-one 
years of age, residing in the precinct or elec- 
tion district, and not disqualified by conviction 


of crime by any of the provisions of this act or | 


otherwise, are to be competent voters. 
The twenty-third section authorizes the pro- 


bate courts in their respective counties in- 


the Territory to hear, try, and determine civil 


causes wherein the debt or damages claimed | 
do not exceed $500, and in criminal matters : OW 
i| the most. unscrupulous political power at one 


to exercise jurisdiction as committing magis- 


trates, and the twenty-ninth section of an act | 


of the territorial Legislature of Utah, confer- 


ring general and unlimited jurisdiction onthe | 
probate courts, both in ciyil and criminal cases, . 


entitled “An act.in relation to the judiciary,’’ 
approved January 19, 1852; also the second 
section of an act entitled ‘‘An act for the reg- 
ulation of attorneys,” approved February 18, 
1852; and also.an act entitled “An act cpn- 


taining provisions applicable to the lawa of the. 


Territory of Utah,’’ approved January 14,1854, 
are disapproved and. repealed. 


The twenty-fourth section allows the court, 
in all cases in which the marshal of the Terri- 


| 
l 


tory is a party to the suit, or in any way inter- 
ested or otherwise disqualified to act, toappoint 
some one to act as marshal therein. 

The twenty-fifth section gives to the district 
courts of the Territory exclusive original juris- 
diction in all suits for divorces or alimony. 

The twenty-sixth section disapproves and 
annals all laws and parts of laws of Utah Ter- 
ritory which in any way interfere with the pri- 
mary disposal of the soil, or the possession 
thereof, of the United States. 

The twenty-seventh section makes it a mis- 
demeanor for any person not qualified to vote 
to vote or offer to vote at any election, or for 
any qualified voter to cast or offer to cast at 
any election more than one vote for the same 
office or officers, and upon conviction thereof 
before any court having jurisdiction he is to 
be punished by fine not exceeding $500, or by 
imprisonment in the penitentiary not exceed- 
ing one year, or by both such fine and imprison- 

| ment, at the discretion of the court. 

‘Thetwenty-eighth section provides that when- 
ever by the provisions of this act an oath is 
required to be taken, if the person taking the 
same shall knowingly swear falsely to any mat- 
ter or statement contained in the oath or in his 
testimony given in pursuance of it, such per- 
son is to be deemed guilty of perjury, and upon 
conviction thereof is to be sentenced to im- 
prisonment for a period not exceeding five 
years nor less than two years, and the district 
courts of the Territory are to have jurisdiction 
of such offenses, 

The twenty-ninth section provides that this 
act shall take effect from and after its passage ; 
and repeals and disapprovesall acts A eet of 
acts of the United States or of the Legislature 
of Utah not consistent with it. : 

Mr. CRAGIN. Mr. President, the record 
of the Republican party is already glorious and 
immortal, but its mission is not yet completed. 
At its first national convention in 1856 the 
following resolution was adopted as a part of 
its platform of principles: 

“ Resolved, That the. Constitution confers upon 
Cangress sovereign power over the Territories of 
the United States for their government; and that in 
the exercise of this power it is both the right and the’ 
duty of Congress to prohibit in the Territories those 
twin relics of barbarism, polygamy and slavery.” 

Since that time slavery, one of ‘‘ those twin 
relics of barbarism,’’ has not only been pro- 


hibited in the Territories, but has been abol- 
ished in the States; and four million bond- 
men now stand up elothed and dignified with 


i 


the rights of American citizens. ‘I'his barbar- 
ism was deep rooted and firmly bound, and it 
required the iron grasp of war to tear it from 
the soil... ; ; 
Ten yeara ago we only claimed the right to. 
prohibit slavery in the Territories and confine 
it where it then existed, hoping that the irre- 
sistible power of public opinion, united toa 
loftier moral principle, would peacefully over- 
come the demands of avarice and brutality, 
and finally extirpate the evil by checking. its 
growth. But slavery became more arrogant 
and aggressive in itsdemands. It claimed that 
; property in man was guarantied by the Consti: 


| tution, and that the policy of the fathers in 


prohibiting its extension was unconstitutional. 
and wrong. It asserted itself to be a national 
institution, and the corner-stone of the Repub- 
lic. It was, as ig well known, the source of 


time in the country, and unifying the interests. 
of its adherents in all sections, fashioned and. 
controlled the policy of the Democratic party 
irrespective of all minorissues. Atits bidding 
Democrats everywhere fell into line and hur- 
ried to execate itecommands. No master was. 
ever more implicitly obeyed, no lawgiver more 
jealously enthrened behind constitutional bul- 
wearks... At.last,. when it saw the scepter abont 
to fall from..its-grasp in the election of the 
immortal Lincoln, in its mad and wicked ambi- 


il tion-it determined to destroy the Union and 


| 


erect a slaveholding aristocracy upon ‘its ruins. 
| Fo.accomplish. this it raised the standard of 


. 


rebellion and plunged the nation into civil | 
war, and for four years put forth its utmost | 
exertions to overthrow this noble and humane 
Government. It thereby forfeited its legal right . 
to live, (for it never had a moral one,) and the 
loyal people resolved that it must die. In the 
bloody and desperate struggle it received its 
death-wound and died like a traitor, as it was. : 
Thus, at last, has it expiated its treason with 
its life, and the wrong against humanity which . 
it maintained has been wiped out. Every ` 
humane and loyal heart should thank God that 
this guilty monster has perished from our land. 
May all its degrading influences and evil pas- 
sions soon follow it to the grave, and in their 
stead may naught be seen but brotherly love » 
and unity, culminating in nationa! peace and 
enduring prosperity. 
Polygamy, the other ‘‘ twin relic of barbar- . 
ism,” still remains, and even openly denounces 
the Government and defies its power. In 1862 
Congress passed a law prohibiting polygamy 


the law is a dead letter, because the courts of 
Utah have no power to enforce it. The bill | 
now under consideration is supplementary to 
that law, and affords the means for its execu- 
tion, and if both can be enforced polygamy 
and other crimes in Utah must perish. 
shocking to think that this infamous and de- , 
grading barbarism is practiced in an enlight- 
ened and Christian country, and although in but 
one of its Territories, yet to an extent hardly 
credible, while, more shameful stilt, its guilty 
advocates publicly boast that they have violated 
the law of Congress and will continue to do 
so. Heretofore polygamy has been practiced 
alone in heathen nations, where woman is re: ; 
garded as an inferior being and a slave. The 
ew thanks his Maker for not having made him ` 
a woman. The Moors do not allow women to- 
enter their places of worship; and Mohammed 
denies that women have souls. The Turk 
allows women to enter his heaven, but only 
to minister to his passions and wants. 
The heaven-born Christian system inaugu- 
rated a new civilization by proclaiming a uni- 


versal brotherhood among men, making all . 
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that he had received revelations from God, John 
the Baptist, Peter, and other apostles. The 


' fanaticism took root, and deluded men and 


women followed him. Polygamy was no part | 
of their early creed. Indeed, it was pointedly ' 
condemned by the Mormon bible, concocted | 
by this same Smith. There is no doubt, how- -` 
ever, that it was practiced by him, nor that it 

originated in the indulgence of his own baser 

passions. While he was thus guilty of the - 
crime of polygamy he denied its existence in 
the Mormon creed, and violently denounced || 
those who advocated it, even to cutting men `i 
off from the church for the iniquity of preach- | 
ing polygamy, and this many months after the , 
date of the pretended polygamous revelations. |. 
He finally lost his life for trying to persuade 
the wife of Dr. Foster, at Nauvoo, that it was 
the will of God she should become his ‘‘spirit- ; 
ual’’ wife. This nefarious offer she confessed 
to her husband. Foster exposed him, and 


_ Smith retaliated by destroying the property of - 
in the Territories, and making it a crime; but ' 


Itis ` 


Foster. For this he was arrested and after- 
ward shot in jail at Carthage, Illinois, by a 
band of Missourians. If Brigham Young had 
died at the same time it is probable polygamy 
would not have been the gigantic crime it has‘; 
now become in Utah. 
I have before stated that polygamy was no. 
part of the Mormon system of religion as 
originally established. It was repudiated by 


_ all Mormon writers and speakers previous to. 


1852. Perley P. Pratt, one of the shining: 


‘ lights of this ridiculous system, who went to | 


: Manchester, in 1846, speaking of the charge! 


men and women the children of one God and _ 


created for immortality. It overturned many 
heathen doctrines and practices, and among 
them that of polygamy, and elevated woman to 
her equal and true dignity. 

In face of the teachings of the Gospel and 


the laws of nature, the ‘‘ Latter-Day Saints’. 
of Utah, or rather their leaders; have insti- | 


tuted the barbarous and horrible. practice of: 
a plurality of wives. 


reduced woman to the heathen and Jewish 
standard, Foremost in the ranks of their op- 
pressors stands Brigham Young¥ president ‘of 
the Mormon church and ruler of Utah. Fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of Mohammed, he de- 
clares that women have no souls ; that they are 
not responsible beings; that they cannot save 


intervention, To be saved a woman must be 
“sealed” to a good man; he can save her, or 
if he does not her sins will be upon his head. 

The Mormon church had its origin in the | 
vagaries ani lying deceits of Joseph Smith. ` 
The “Book of Mormon” was published in 
1830. Mormon, it is pretended, was the most | 


noted prophet of the Nephites, a Hebrew col- | 


ony in North America, which came here about’ 
600 B. C., and was destroyed by the Lamanites | 
about 400 A. D. The ‘‘golden plates,’’ con- 
taining the Book of Mormon, it is said, were 
buried in Ontario county, New York, about 
420 A. D., and exhumed by Joseph Smith, jr., | 
September 22, 1827. In reality the greater | 

art was written by one Rev. Solomon Spauld- | 
ing, between 1810 and 1812, as a romance, for | 
the purpose of connecting the North American | 
Indians with the lost tribes of Israel. Smith’ 
saw that here was his opportunity. He pre- | 
tended that he had fouad these “plates,” and | 


i privilege to copy it, which 


And to add to the bläs- `i 
phemy of the system it is done in the name of | 


the Lord. In this nineteenth century they have | ! H : 
TET ‘| infamous practice. On that occasion Young i 


: was given previous to Joseph’s death. It contains a 


, people have believed in it for years. i 
themselves or be saved except through man’s : “ r 
“vp. William Clayton was the man who wrote it; 


_ from the mouth of the prophet. In the mean time : church of God, and to break from their husbands 


England to make converts, stated publicly in: 
of polygamy against the church: l 
* Such a doctrine is not held, known, or practiced ` 
as a principle of the Latter-Day Saints. It is but ` 
another name for whoredom,” 
This same reprobate has since been shot in: 
this country for stealing away another man’s: 
wife, he having several others at the same! 
time. John Taylor, another prominent Mor- :: 
mon apostle, was charged with belief in this 
doctrine, and in France, in 1850, denied that 


i it.was any part of his own belief or that of į. 


his church, and to prove his assertion read |i 
from the book of Smith’s revelations. At 
the very time. he made the denial he had four 
wives in Utah, and was courting a girl in 
France for another. 

Polygamy was practiced by the leaders of 


© the Mormon church in Utah for several years | 


before they dared to avow it as a doctrine of |. 
the church. Being far removed from civiliza- | 
tion, and having grown strong in numbers and — 


bold in crime, in August, 1852, at a meeting ' į 


in Great Salt Lake City, Brigham Young an-; 
nounced and recommended this heathenish and ;' 


harangued his deluded hearers as follows: |: 


-* You heard Brother Pratt state this morning that `` 
a revelation would be read this afternoon, which ~ 


doctrine asmall portion of the world is opposed to; | 
but I can deliver a prophecy upon it. Though that 
doctrine has not been preached by the elders this | 


The original copy of this revetation was burned 


it was in Bishop Whitney’s possession. He wished the.. 


Brother Joseph granted. 


. Sister Emma (wife of Joseph Smith) burned the ori- į: 


i 


| 


ginal.. The reason I mention this is, because that ;' 


: the people who did know of the revelation suppose , 


it was not now in existence. em, 
‘t The revelation will beread to you. The princi- 
ple spoken upon by Brother Pratt this morning we. 
elieveins?. + Roo) OR eR ee 
`** Many others are of the same mind. They are not 
ignorant of what we are doing in our social capa- i 
city, They: haye cripd out, * Proelaim it;’ but it: 
would not doa few yearsago; everything mustcome : 
in its time, as there is a time for all things. This rev- 
elation has been in my. FE chia teat many years, and 
who has known it? None but those who should 
know it. I keep a patent lock on my desk, aud there 
does not anything leak out that should not.” 


Was there ever such arrant, wicked humbug- 
gery passed off upon deluded mortals? The 
retended revelation was read at the close of 
oung’s sermon, and purports to have been | 
given to Joseph Smith July 12, 1843. It is -i 
very lengthy, consisting of twenty-five sections ;: 


i 
| 
H 
T 
| 
t 
| 

1 
it 


, the world. 


: subject to fits of insanity. 


or piraci Those who féel any interest 
in this device of lustful scoundrels can find it 
in full in Burton’s ‘‘City of the Saints,” and 
in various other publications. The whole is 
a blasphemous jumble, calculated to bewilder 
weak minds and enslave those who put their 
faith in the wicked inventors. It pretends to 
be a new law and covenant, and that he who 
abides not by it shall be damned, &e. 
Brigham Young is the great polygamist of 
He had at last accounts between 
thirty and ‘forty wives, and was searching for 
others. Hé has married more than one since 
the passage of the anti-polygamy law in 1862, 
One, at least, of his wives has died a raving 
maniac, and his first and only lawful wife is 
Mohammed had 
only twenty-five, and left only one child, and 
she died soon after. Heber C. Kimball, who 
was at the time of his death the second man 
in authority in the Mormon church, had over 
twenty wives, and boasted that he had sev- 
enty children. He was a gross, brutish being, 


‘and his wives were treated worse than slaves, 
. The other leading men, many in number, 


have from two to fifteen wives. It is esti- 
mated that about one sixth of the adult Mor- 
mon males of Utah are practical polygamists. 
Indeed, Utah is a perfect pandemonium of 
debauchery and crime. 

This practice, so revolting to the instincts of, 
humanity, is only sustained by connecting it 
with religious duty, by which means the ignor- 
aut and deluded women who are enticed to 
Utah are induced to embrace it. Under its 
most inviting presentation it takes constant 
and persistent preaching, threats, and appeals 
to revelation to make them observe it. They 
are told it is the only way they can be saved 
and ‘ exalted’’ in the world to come, and that 
if they are true to this celestial law they will 
be ‘‘queens’’ in heaven. Their fears and pas- 
sions are thus excited, their love of glory 
stimulated, and all the influences of education 
and church authority are used, together with 
every devilish art of cunning men, in order to 
force this revolting practice upon unwilling 
minds. The women are first brutalized, and 
their modesty destroyed by the coarse, low, 


: vulgar, and obscene talk of hoary-headed sin- 
, ners at public meetings and social gatherings. 


Despite all their efforts through sermons, rev- 

elations, and other inventions, it appears nev- 

ertheless that the women are restive under this 

degrading slavery. The following extracts from 

sermons Officially published in their church. 
organ will show the condition of many women: 
in Utah, and the estimation in which they are- 
held by the leaders of this brutish system. 

J. M. Grant, in a sermon delivered Septem- 
ber 21, 1856, reported in the. Deseret News, 
volume six, page 235, said :- 

* And we have women here who like everything 


. but the celestial Jaw of God; and if they could would 


break asunder the cable of the church of Christ. 


. There is scarcely a mother in Israel but would do it 


this day. And they talk it to their husbands, totheir 
daughters, and to their neighbors, and say that they 
have not seen a week’s happiness since they became 
acquainted with that law, or since their husbands 
took a second wife. They want to break up the 


' and from their family connections,’ 


On the same day, Brigham Young, in a ser- 
mon reported in the same paper, said: 
“ Now for my proposition; itis more particularly 


i for my sisters, as it is frequently happening that 


women say that they are unhappy. Men wiil say, 
‘My wife, though an excellent woman, has not seen 
a happy day since I took my second wife.’ No, not 
a happy day for a year,’ says one; and another has 
not seen a happy day for five years. It is said that 
women aretied down and abused; that they are mis- 
used and have not the liberty they ought to have; 
that many of them are wading through a flood of 
tears because of the conduct of some men, snd their 
own folly. P 

* I wish my women to understand that what I am 
going to say is for them as well as for all others, and 
I want those who are here to tell their sisters, yes, 
all the women of this community, and then write it 
baek to the States, and do what you please with it. 


| I am going to give you from thistime till the 6th day 


of October next for reflection that you may deterin- 
ine whether you wish to stay with your hasb mas ot 
not; and then I am going to setevery woman at lib- 


1870. 


erty, and say to them, ‘ Now, go your way, my women 
with the rest; go your way.’ And my wives have got 
todo one of two things, either round up their shoul- 
ders to endure tho afilictions of this world and live 
their religion, that is, polygamy, or they may leave, 
for I will net have them about me. I will go into 


heaven alone rather than have scratching and fight- - 


ing around me. I will set all at liberty. 
“Let every man thus treat his wives, 


í keeping 
raiment enough to clothe his body, 


| 


i 


| as the equal and companion of man, and the 


te 
H 


and say to your ` 


pi 
i 


wives, ' Take all I have and be set at liberty; but iť . 
you stay with mo, you shall comply with the law of 


God, and that, too, without any murmuring or whin- 
ing. You must fulfill the law of God in every re- 
spect,and round up your shoulders to walk up to 
the mark without any grunting.’ 

“ Sisters, I am not jokin 


i tracts; and chiefly in this, that it is indisso- 


proposition to banter your feelings, to see whether ` 


you will leave your husbands, all or any of you. But 
{ao know that there is no cessation to the everlast- 


ing whiningsof many of the women in this Territory. : 
And if the women will turn from the commandments 
of God and continue to despise the order of Heaven, : 


I will pray that the curse 


close to their heels, and that it may follow them all 


of the Almighty may be ` 


the day long. And those that enter into it and are - 
faithful, I will promise them that they shall be queens , 


in heaven and rulers to all eternity.” 

Things must have come to a terrible pass 
when even a prophet would be bold enough to 
lecture his thirty or forty wives and thousands 
of others at this rate. 


they did. 
their unhappy degradation. They could not 
go if they woul, for they are bound slaves, 
and away from any protector save Him who 
rules above, 

Heber C. Kimball, in a discourse delivered 
in the tabernacle, November 9, 1856, said: 

“T have no wife or child that has any right to rebel 
against me. If they violate my Jaws and rebel 
against me they will get into trouble just as quickly 


as though they transgressed tho counsels and teach- 
ings of Brother Brigham. Does it give a woman a 


‘They might go, but the | : f 
curse of the Almighty was to follow them if l; and truthful book on the subject, describe a 


If they stayed they must abide in | 


, to be smothered by separation. 


right to sin against me because she is my wife? No, | 


bat it is her duty to do my will as I do the will of my 
Father and my God. It is the duty of woman to be 
obedient to her husband, and unless she is, I would 
not give a damna for all her queenly right and author- 
ity, nor for her either, if she will quarrel and lic 
about the work of God and the principle of plurality.” 


In October, 1855, (volume five, page 274,) 
Kimball said : 


“If you oppose any of the works of God you will 
cultivate thespirit of apostasy. 
is called pirit 
archal order, which is of God, that course will corrode 

ou with apostasy, and you will go overboard. (By 


ormon law apostasy is punishable with death.) i} man will reign over his children, who will constitute 


The principle of plurality of wives never will be 
done away, although some sisters, have had revela- 
tions that when this time passes, and they go through 
the vale, every woman will have a husband to her- 
self. I wish more of our young men would take to 


it < tasy. Ifyou oppose what | 
the spiritual-wife doctrines, the patri- | 


themselves wives of the daughters of Zion, and not | 


wait for us old men to take them all. 
the right principle, young gentlemen, and God bless 


Go ahead upon | 


you forever and ever, and make you fruitful, that | 


we may fill the mountains, and then the earth, with : 


righteous inhabitants.” 

This same brute often called his wives “ my 
cows.’’ One more extract from this leper and 
I will turn from him with loathing and disgust. 
In a long discourse, delivered in the Taber- 
nacle, in April, 1857, he said: 


“T would not be afraid to promise a man whoissixty . 
ears of age, if he will take the counsel of Brother ` 


righam and his brethren, he will renew hisage. . 
have noticed that a man who has but one wife and is 
inclined to that doctrinesoon beginsto wither and dry 
up, while a man who goes into plurality looks fresh 
young, and sprightly. Why is this? Because Go 
ovest 


only believe it, but I also knowit. Foraman of God 
to be confined to one woman is small business, for it 
is as much us we can do now to bear up under the 
burdens we have to carry, and I do not know what 
we should do if we had only one woman apiece.” 


I blush to utter such stuff in this Chamber, | 


and sicken at the recital; but knowing as I do 
that the Christian men and women of this 
country are iguorant of the depths of cruelty 
and wickedness practiced by the leaders of this 
monstrous fraud and delusion I feel bound to 
hold it up in its hideous deformity, though its 
worst features cannot be exhibited here. “Oh, 
Religion! what crimes are perpetrated in thy 
namel” - 
Such is the Mormon idea of woman and 
of the marriage alliance. Woman is regarded 
as an inferior, soulless being, created for 
man’s convenience and passions, and mar- 
riage but another name for licentiousness. 


, and the husband has to give each its turn to cook for 


: ousies the most bitter, reproaches the most galling, 


: to force them todeny the doctrine and disavow their 


' ily; much family, much glory; therefore many wives 


: deemed a divine contract, having been so con- 
g. Ido not throw out my ` 


| He says: 


| nected houses, like a row of out-houses. Some have 


ii room on to them, so that their rooms look like rows 


: slightest partiality. 


; children are only desired as a 


: that men’s positions here determine their stations 


i; alty of excommunication and consequent perdition, 
i: them, despoiled and degraded, either to the obloquy 


at man, and because tfc honors His work and | 
word. Some of you may not believe this, but I not i 


i advises, indeed, that they both be married on the 


| him his three daughters, to all of whom he was mar- 
ried; aud when I arrived at Salt Lake wereall living |! 
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By all Christian nations woman is regarded 


contract of marriage, by which man and 
woman are conjoined in the strictest society 
for life, is regarded as the most ancient, the 
most sacred, the most important, and the 
most interesting of the domestic relations. 
It is designated as a civil contract, but it dif- 
fers in several points from all other civil con- 


luble at the volition of the parties. Itis also 


stituted by the circumstances of its original ; 
institution in the case of our first parents, and 
by the fact of its subsequent elevation into the 
character of a symbol, or type, emblematical 
of the unicn of Christand His church. Polyg- | 
amy degrades and destroys this beautiful and 
divine relation, and makes woman a wretched, 
homeless being. It corrupts the public mor- 
als, debases physical manhood—its wages, like 
all other sins, being death. 

I will let John Hyde, jr., formerly a Mormon 
elder and resident of Salt Lake City, who has 
renounced Mormonism and written a very able 


Mormon home and the effects of polygamy. 


“The Mormon polygamist has no home. Some 
have their wives lotted off by pairs in small discon- 


long low houses, and, taking a new wife, build a new 


of stalls in acow-barn! Some have but one house, 
and crowd them all together, outraging all decency, | 
and not leaving even an affectation of convenience. 
Many often remain thus until some petty strife about | 
division of labor, children’s quarrels, difference of 
taste, or jealousy of attention kindles a flame only 
) When they live in 
different houses they generally have different tables, 
him, and honor of his presence by rotation, Jeal- 
and disgusting scenes without number, and acrimony 
without end, are the inevitable consequences of the 
] I am acquainted with scores of 
polygamists, and they all have favorites and show 
partiality.” 


Again he says: . 
. ‘Marriageisstripped ofevery sentiment that makes 
it holy, innocent, and pure. With them it is noth- 
ing more than the means of obtaining families; and 
Á means of increasing 
glory in the next world: for they believe that every 


his ‘ kingdom;’ and therefore the more children the 
more glory. 
* The first effect of polygamy on the Mormons was 


families, For many years after they practiced it 
did the leading men indignantly deny it. Its next 
effect was to make them heartless. It first mado 
them liars, and then brutes. ` 

“ Mormonism teachesthat all salvation is material; 


hereafter, and as a man can only rule over his fam- 
ily, then no wife, no family; many wives, much fam- 


much glory, and as tho selfish desire for glory is the 
only incentive to action, so, therefore, he tries to 
get as many wives as he can, They quote Paul’s 
words, * Woman is the glory of man,’ and argue the 
more woman the more glory. Full of this thought I 
have seen old men with white hair and wrinkled 
faces go hunting after young girls, deceiving them 
with all sorts of professions and promises, using the 
terrors of Brigham’s name and threatening the pen- 


in order to induce them to marry them, and toleave 


of a divorce, or to the incurable sorrows of a grieved 
and wrung heart. — g 

_" The utmost latitude of choice is permitted to tho 
faithful in their selection of wives. It is very com- 
mon for one man to marry two sisters. Brigham 


same day, ‘for that will prevent any quarreling about 
who is first or second.’ A. R. Sharkey has married 
threosisters, oneof whom was married to and divorced 
from another man. George B. Wallace left a wife at 
Salt Lake City and went to England to preach. He 
made the acquaintance of avery worthy man named 
Davis, who had three fine-looking girls. Mr. Davis 
and family were persuaded to embrace Mormonism. 
When Wallace returned, as he had occupied a high 
position in the Mormon church, he appropriated 
church moneys forthe immigration of Davis and fam- 
ily to Salt Lake City. Poor. and under obligations 
to this man, and by ` counsel ’of Brigham, Davis gave 


with Mrs, Wallace proper, in a little two-roomed 
house. Curtis E. Bolton is married to a woman and 
her daughter. Captain Brown is married to a woman 
and two daughters, and lives with them all. 

“This may appear disgusting enough and prove 
degradation enough. G. D. Watt has excelled either | 


ofthem. He brought from Scotland his half-sister 
to Salt Lake City, took her to Brigham and wished 
to be married to her for his second wife. Brigham 
objected, but Watt urged that Abraham took his 
half-sister and ‘reckoned be had just as much right 
as Abraham.’ The point was knotty and difficult. 
The girl happened to be good-looking, though, and 
so, to cut this gordian knot he could not untie, Brig- 
ham took her himself. But she was not contented, 
or Brigham had reconsidered the matter, or froin 
some cause, after afew weekshetold Watt that, after 
all, there was force in his argument; that it was jnst 
as lawful in him as in Abraham, and accordingly 
Watt accepted his half-sister to wife from the arms 
of Brother Brigham.” 

Brigham Young has married sisters in two 
families. His first and only lawful wife was 
Mary Ann Angell. Some years after he mar- 
ried Jemima, her sister. His first wife in 
‘‘ plurality,” or “ second woman,” as he would 
; call her, was Lucy Decker. He afterward 
married Clara Decker, her sister, while Lucy 
was living, and both have been ‘‘ favorites ” 

of his harem. 

| That many of the women, especially the 
“ first wives,’’ are unhappy and complaining, 
fully appears from the extracts of sermons of 
! Young and Kimball, already quoted. Nature 
revolts against the practice, and those who 
have been entrapped in it must writhe under 
its galling chains. 

Mr. Hyde, who was a Mormon, but never a 
polygamist, and from whum I have already 
, quoted, relates many instances of faithful wives 
in Utah who have been ruined and driven to 
| desperation because their husbands have gone 
; into “plurality? and brought home more 
‘women.’ The majority are forced to drag 
out @ miserable life. Some obtain divorces, 
though they are ridiculed and hunted for so 
doing; some seek to drown their misery by 
: drinking whisky, and others sink into the low- 
| est debauchery. Mormonism is a whirlpool, 
and few who are brought within its influence 
and bound by its horrid oaths, ever escape. 
According to Mormon law the penalty of adult- 
ery is death, and many have been killed, and 
others doomed to a similar fate. his and 
many other inventions, and much preaching, 
keeps most of the ‘‘ women’’ in tolerable sub- 
jection. 

Many of the wives believe in polygamy as a 
religious duty, so duped and deluded are they, 
and stoically endure what their natures con- 
demn. I have read of some women who have 
become wife-hunters for their husbands. A 
Mrs. Howard, of Salt Lake City, became madly 
infatuated with Mormonism. Her husband saw 
a young lady and admired her, got acquainted 
; with her, and became fond of her. e told 
i his wife of the affair, and desired her to call 
on this young lady and request her to marry 
him. The wife, notwithstanding her Mormon 
delusion, wept bitterly at this unnatural com- 
mand. She loved her husband devotedly, and 
had brought him four children. She felt as 
a woman in such a position only can feel; but 
Mormonism was stronger than nature. She 
went and asked this girl to become the wife 
of her husband, but the girl refused. She in- 
formed her husband of the result, and this man 
bitterly reproached his madly-devoted wife for 
not succeeding, attributing the failure to his 
wife’s jealousy. Mrs. Howard did not mur- 
mur, but only wept, while he blubbered like 
a boy, and told her how much he loved this 
young woman, and how miserable he must he 
without her. He even forced this weeping 
woman to make another trial, but happily a 
second refusal settled the matter. Was ever 
| cruelty more refined or complacency more 
complete? Mormonism is ingrained in the 
hearts of these women, and every hope is cen- 
tered in it. They are taught to believe that 
God has established an immaculate priesthood 
on the earth, and they blindly believe and obey 
; all they are commanded. Degraded into slaves 
by this barbarism, they are almost as submis- 
sive and as miserable, and some of them as 
ignorant, as the Indian squaws around them. 

So far I bave spoken of polygamy proper, 
or what the Mormons call “ plurality.” They 
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have, however, another system of marriage, 
in the carrying out of which there is still mora 
of the atrocious and corrupt. This is what 
they call ‘‘tho sealing for eternity.’ They 
contend that the married relationship was in- 
tended as eternal, and, being a religious cere- 
mony, that it must be performed by an eccle- 


siastical dignitary. All other marriages are | 1 
oe g | served, however, that this arrangement, like 


mere contracts ‘till death,’’ and are null and 
void afterward, and may be dissolved -at any 


time at the option of both contracting ‘parties. : 


They believe that unless married the save 
will not enjoy any ‘' glory ” in the next world; 


d -| Says: : 


and unless married on earth in this spiritual 
way they cannot be married afterward ; there- 


fore they ‘‘ marry for eternity.’ This power 


is vested in Brigham Young only. He can, 
however, transfer it at option to any other 


apostle. Heber C. Kimball usually performed ` 


the ceremony while he lived. These marriages || Mormon system I propose briefly. to describe 


are always performed in their sacred and 
secret temple, in a singular and most, obscene 
manner. ere théy are sealed 
Mr. Hyde says : 


“Tt is impossible to state ali the licentiousness 


under the name of religion that these Sealing ordin- | y Á 
ed. i fruitful in resources, and by bold, determined, 


ances have occasion A woman has been mar- 
ried to aman she does not like. She comes to Salt 
Lake and sees some one she does like. The man’s 
osition, however, is such that sho does not wish to 
eave her husband, but only desires tosecure another 


for an eternal husband. She can be sealed to this | 


other man and still remain with her first husband; 
and the Mormons believe that al} her children will 


belong to the man ta whom she is sealed.. ‘No mar- || 


riage is valid till physically consummated.’ These 
valid. s 
ordinance, and desire.to get h 
To tell him the real facts might mako, ' 
tatize; and therefore the Mormons will perform 4 
‘mock ceremony,’ contending that it is better one 


him apos- ; 


man be deceived rather than thawholechurch sheuld . 


suffer, In this way no man, unless, his positio 
high as to make it impolitie, is certain of his dearest 
wife’s virtue, or his warmest friend’s honor. Sus- 
picion and jealousy are the inevitable: results. 

“There is a Mrs. Dibblein Utah, who hasa fine son. 
She was sealed among othets to. oseph Smith 
although living with hèr presetit husband before and 
since. On the head of her. son Simith predicted the 
most startling prophesies a out wielding. tho swore 
of Laban, &c. There is not & person in Salt Lake 
who doubts the faet of that boy being Smith’s own 
child. It is these wiveafwho, married to ane man 
and ‘sealed’ to another, ‘are the ‘spiritual wives’ of 
those to whom they are sealed.’’ 


There is no end to Mormon faventidiis on | 


this subject. As 4 man’s ‘Kingdom’ de- 


ends solely on thé size of his family, and as all | 


the children the wothan may havo belong to her 
sealed husband, whether by him begotten ornot, 
and when the husband dies, all his anticipated 
‘© glory” seems to be arrested, the “saints” 
have therefore adopted the plan of appoint- 
ing brethren as their agents to continue their 
tt glorifying” after their death. Many of the 
widows of Joseph Smith who could not find 
other husbands were taken by Brigham Young. 
Not onlyisit déemed proper to take the widows 


of some good brother, but also to take fresh || 


wives for your dead brother. A Mrs. Poul- 
terer, of Salt Lake, in 1854, who had heard of 
and pretended to love Smith, desired to be 
sealed to him, although he had been dead 
twelve years, and she had a husband living. 
If a man had been dead fora thousand years 
it would be nothing to the’ wings of Mormon 
faith. Brigham consented to act as proxy or 
agent for Joseph Smith, and the Mégising 
ceremony was performed. These wives aré 
generally called ‘ proxy women” in Utah. A 
woman who has ahusband living may be sealed 
to another for his ‘‘spiritual wife,” and a 
woman whose husband is déad may be '*sealed”’ 
for the dead. The sealing process cdnhot be 
described in this presence and must be left to 
conjecture. ae . te. 
Mr. Hyde desetibes anothér refinement of 
this doctrine, as follows: - ` 


“Asa man’s family constitutes his glory, to go on | 


a mission for several years, leaving ftom two to a 


dozen wives at homo, necessarily causes: some loss : 


of tamily, and consequently, according to Mormon 
notions, much sacrifice of salvation. 


wie shail stand te them: ward in their husband's 
stead, „Many and many a little child has been thus 
issued iuis the Mormon world. ‘This is one of the 


beso | 


This difficulty | 
isobviated by the appointment of an agentor proxy, | 


secret principles that as yet is oply privately talked 
of in select circles, and darkly hinted at from their 
pulpits and in their works,” f 


I cannot see how this is any worse than 


polygamy proper, though perhaps a little more’ 


unnatural for themen. If it is right for 4 man 
to have thirty wives I cannot see why a woman 
may not have two husbands. It will be ob- 


all the other plans, is for man’s ‘‘glory.”’ 
In summing up on this subject Mr. Hyde 


* That thege practices should be indulged in is not 
surprising. That they should be veiled under the 
for of sanctity and excused on the ground of re- 
ligion isinfamous. Mormonism is ingenious in find- 
ing excuses for licentiousness: it isa bitter and a 


, burning satire on human purity and progress; a dis- 


Before leaving. the subject of polygamy to 
consider some other barbarous practices. of the 


Brigham Young and his harem, 
wonderful knowledge of human nature. Heis 


and activa exertions has proved himeelf a great 
leader. Many who condemn his doctrines 


believe him sincere ; if that-be true, there is | making his frequent visite. 


more reason for his success. A determined, 


| able, sincere, and zealous man can accomplish 


wonderful things. -He is the leader and head 


marriages are thereforoc consummated to make them ` of the Mormon church in all temporal and 


But the husband may know of the seating |. Spiritual affairs. His will is the supreme law 
pi 


s wifo sealed to him. | 
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among his followers, and they are ready to` 


carry out his plans and execute his commands. 


that of the Utah Mormons cannot be found on 
the face of the earth, or one where the will of 


|, a single man is more powerful. To fally under- 


stand the character of this bad man one needs 
to be acquainted with his early trialg and efforts 


| A mors confiding and deluded community than of sixty-four, fell violently in love with the 


to build up Mormonism and his wonderful : 


march to Utah. 
capacity as ‘‘ Governor of Utah,” ‘‘ president 


|| of the church,’’ ‘ prophet,’’. ‘‘ trustee ia trast 


for the charch,'! ‘+ president ‘of the emigration 
company,”? ‘lord of the harem,” and AF a 
archee of the order of gods’ if wo woul 


only be dòne in a volume, not ina speech. 1 
will let Mr. Hyde, once the intimate friend and 


sincere, speak of his designs: 
“Brigham :Young has one design,.and only one, 


However wild in theory and impossible in exeoution, : 


e 


he entertains it sincerely; and that is.tọ m pti l! 
is 


ormon church by and by control the whole of 
continent. - 


conversed with him, watched him in his family and 
in his public administrations; carefully egdeavored 
to criticise his movements and discover his secret 


He must be studied in his | 


, gusting but a palpable proof of human depravity.” . 


from the conduct of her-wicked and infidel 
husband. Her heart is crushed, and she ig 
subject to fits of insanity. ` 

These houses and some others for business 


purposes, constitute what is called ‘‘ Brigham’s 


lock.’? They are in an inclosure of about 
twenty acres, which is surrounded by a high 
wall. The “Lion House’? is three stories high, 
and contains nearly all the wives who have 
been ‘ favorites’? of the prophet. Under this 
house are apartments where it is said Brighain 
secretes his wealth and punishes his refractory 


: wives. It ig also believed that there are under- 


ground passages from Brigham’s houses to 
Kimball’s on the north and Wells’s on the 
south. as 

It would be interesting to describe the vari- 
ous “women” in these houses, their rooms, 
kind of work, &c., but I cannot go into such 
details. Emeline Free Young, the great “ fa- 


Heis aman- vorite’’ of the prophet, resided in the ‘‘ Lion 
‘eternity, | Of remarkable ability, bold and bad. He is 
for SRETAN: l not an educated man, but is eminently prac- | 


| tical, of great energy of character, and has a 


House’’ for many years. She had great in- 
fluence over him, and he showed her more 
than usualattention. She led him into the un- 
Mormon-like folly of curling his hair, and he 
was often seen with it in papers. She had the 
best room assigned to her, and Brigham con- 
stractéd a private passage to it, so that he 


! might not be seen by the other ‘‘women”’ in 


But alas! ‘The 
course of true love never did run smooth;’’ 
and the beautiful Emeline was doomed to be- 
come a rejected mistress, and is now dragging 
out her days as a faded and cast-off woman, 
after bringing her pretended husband eight 
children, ; A 

When the immaculate Prophet, at the age 


‘young and beautifal Amelia, Emeline was 


taken very sick, and her life for a long time 
was despaired of. From her ‘‘aisters,’’? who 
had long been jealous of her, she received no 
sympathy. They were glad to sea her fall, for 
they had tasted the same bitter cup. She was 
removed from her beautiful room, and has 


‘taken up her abode in some lonely place. 
' Brigham’s courtship and marriage to Amelia 


fully ` 


understand his wonderful capacity. This can > y, Motnion Prophet!” 


Folsom, a native of Portsmouth, New Hamp- 


‘shire, is thus deseribed by Mrs. C. V. Waite, 


wife of Judge Waite, in her work entitled the 


| “She was for along time yawilling to matry tho 


ower, and I conscientiously assert: that the world | 


as much Mistaken the ability and 
man , . n k 
- Brigham Young in his harem is an interest- 


{ng character. As beforé stated he hag nbout | 


e has his ‘‘ disearded wives,”’ 


forty wives. : 
These 


those who havo ceased to bear children. 


live in his house and eat at his table, but, all | has raltied, and now appears the gayest of the gay. 


attentions from him as a husband have ceased. | 


He has many ‘‘spiritual wives,’ (temporarily 


married to other husbands,) and widows of. | 


dead brothers, including four of Smith's wid- 
ows; and many women to whom he has been 
ignated’? as proxy for some dead brother. 


Out of aoll.this number he lives with about | 
Most of them live in the ‘Lion |. 
House!’ or.‘"Hatem,’’ so called. Many others |, 


twenty-five. 


live in the ‘* Bee-hive. House;’! so called from 
the fact that a beehive sutmounts the top. 


His senior wife and her family formerly lived | 
in this house; but since the bees have swarmed | 


so many times, and he has taken so many 
younger wives, she was removed to the barn- 


like house, or penitentiary, on the hill. Itis, 
gaid he scarcely ever pays her a-visit, though | 


she is an excellent woman. . She has five chil- 


dren, and is much attached to them. No one | 
can tell what this poor woman has suffered |: 


anger of the ; 


, suit, during which time his carriage might 


: HRPE , ~ i president, but he continned his suit with p pertina- 
associate of Young, and who still helieveshim |, Sio wort pe Bn poeha 


city worthy a botter eause, and by repeated promises 
of advancement made to her apd her parents finally 
succeeded, For several months he had urged his 
@ seen 
almost any day standing at herfather’sdoor for hours 

tatime, He told hor ahe was crested expressly tor 

imself, and could marry no one elseon pain of ever- 


‘eT have seen and licard him very often, privately ' lasting destruction. She plead, protested, and wept, 


but he persevered; and at last, when all other argu- 
ments failed, he told her he had received a special 
revelation from Heaven on the subject. Sho had 


' always believed in Mormonism, and had been taught 


i tohave faith in revelation. : 
` must be my wife; God has revealed it to me, 
' cannot be saved by any ono else. 


‘Amelia,’ said he, ‘you 
You 
Ifyou will marry 
me I will save you and exalt you to he a queen in 
the celestial world, but if you refuse you will be de- 
stroyed, both soul and body.’ The poor girl believed 
this hellish imposter, and, yielding to his wishes, Ye- 
came his wife. For several months after her mar- 
riage Amelia was sad and dejected, but of late sho 


This marriage took place on the 29th day of January, 
4863, morethan six months after the passage by Con- 


_gress of the anti-polygamy law, and was public anil 


notorious. Hero was perpetrated in one act the 
double crime of destroying the happiness of a young 
lady and setting before his people the example of an 
open violation of a law of the land.” 
Since that time Brigham Young has taken 
several more wives, in violation and defiance of 
law. How long this hoary-headed monster is 
to outrage decency, the moral sense of the 
world, and defy the laws of this Government, 
I know not ; but for one I will make an effort 
to bring him to punishment and destroy the 
vile system he upholds. f 

Polygamy is not the only revolting feature 
of Mormonism. ‘The whole system isa com- 
pound of monstrosities and frauds. It enjoins 
alsehood, theft, and murder as sacred religious 
duties, ds well as the systematic degradation 
of woman in the name of Almighty God. It 
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teaches the shedding of blood for the remission 
of ains, or, in other words, if a Mormon apos- 
tatizes his life is to be taken. When I com- 
menced the investigation, two or three years 
ago, of the questions involved in the bill under 
consideration, I confess £ knew little of Mor- 
monism or of the crimes committed in its name. 
The time is coming, and now is, when this nation 
will be held responsible for the continuance of. 
this system of barbarism and crime. I have 
said that the Mormon system sanctifies and 
enjoinsrobbery and theft as well as lust. Many 
evidences of this might be given, but a few 
must suffice. In a sermon delivered by Heber 
Ç. Kimball, September 15, 1857, about the time 
of the Mormon war, may be found the follow- 
ing: 

“Now, says tho Lord, ‘Take that s 


oil; I conse- 
crate it unto my people.’ 


2 The Lord will provide | ' 
for the saints when necessary, and in His own way.” |: 


The ' Book of Doctrines and Covenants’? : 
contains the following, which was quoted by | 


Kimball on the same occasion to justify theft : 


“ Behold, it is said in my laws, and forbidden to 
get in debt to thine enemies; but behold it is notsaid 
at any timo that tha Lord should not take when Ho 
pleases and pay as seemeth to Him good. Whero- 
fore, as ye are agents, and on the Lord’s errands, 
whatsoever ye do according to the will of the Lord 
is the Lord’s business, and He has sent you to pro- 
vide for the saints in these last days, that they may 
obtain an inheritance in the land of Zion.’’ 


Brigham Young on many occasions has prac- 
tically carried out this doctrine. . 
in his book on ‘‘ Mormonism,’’ page 186, says: 


“ In 1852 beef was scarce in the tithing office, and 
the church herd was small and vory poor. Brigham 
Young, through General Wells, ordered a young 
man, named Th 
ox belonging to Messrs. Holladay & Warner, mer- 
chants, then passing through Salt Lake City. tt was 
driven in, killed, and paid to the workmen on the 
temple. Messrs. 
traced if, to the church slaughter-yard, and prose- 
cuted Brigham. Tho slaughterman was brought to. 


Mr. Hyde, || fore Judge Waite, I have already quoted, he 


Utah many years, further 


omas Clayton, to fetch up a fat | 


u what you would do with it.’” 


i: having resided in 


Holladay & Warner missed the ox, ` 


the witness-box, and he stoutly denied, the fact. | 
This young man was now the important witness. He | 
might fail, and Brigham went to him and told him, | 


‘Get out of the affair, and get us out of the affair i 

Par oat or as 
em out of the |! i 

Affair by perjury, acquitting himself, however, by a ` told me that the bishop was so angry that he came 


ut if 


ithout Iying if è 
© £0 


ou can; 
fom, don’t break 


down.’ 


mental reservation. 
dent, and rather boasted of it as a proof of 


how 
‘Brigham could come it over the Gentiles,” ; 


Here is not only actual theft committed, but | 


falsehood and perjury recommended and prac- 
ticed to shield the guilty. Many other in- 
stances quite as 
might. be given. Judge Charles B. Waite, who 
credible persons in relation to this and other 
crimes practiced by the Mormons, and some 
of them are published in Mrs, Waite’s ‘* Mor- 
mon Prophet,” the names of theaffiauta being 
omitted for their personal safety. In one of 
these afar: 


1863, may be found the following :. . 


“In December, 1857, Bishop Abia Wadsworth, of 


East Weher ward, gave permission to his friends to 
steal cattle for bee 


tions they took cattle belahging to Mormons who 
had purchased them of Gentile merchants. Having 
the brand of those merchants upon them, it was pup- 
posed they belonged to Gentiles. The taking of the 

ormon cattle gave rise to a church meeting to in- 
vestigate the affair, I was present zt the meeting. 
The result was, that those who had taken cattle 
which were proved to belong to Mormons, should 
pay for them. It was also determiped at the same 
meeting that those who had taken cattle belonging 
to Gentilesshould pay their value to Brigham Young, 
as trustee of emigrating fund. The Gentile owners 
of these cattle had been driven out of the Territory.” 
- It will appear, when I come to speak of the 
horrid murdersin Utah, that that crime is fre- 
quently resorted to by the Mormons for the 
purpose of robbery and pone The robbery 
and extortion that the leaders have practiced 
upon the newly converted wealthy ‘‘saints’’ 
is perfectly amazing. Thousands and handreds 
of thousands, if not millions of dollars, have 
been taken from them by fraud, by false. pre- 
tenses, and threats. Poor women are induced 
before reaching Salt Lake City to pay large 
sums of money for seats in the temple, and 
on their arrival find thet its foundations are 


not completed. 


sworn to.onthe 2d day of May, 


He himself told me this inci- :! 4 


inning and more extensive; i| 


f 


from Gentile merchants, and, |} 
aided them in so doing. In carryingon these opera- 
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$20,000 for a house and lot ia Salt Lake City, 
and being told to go to Brigham Young for it, 
found there was none for him. Another had 
$70,000 taken from him on some lying pretense, 
Cases almost without number of this sort have 
occurred. Over five hundred thousand dollars 
from the European mission alone have gone 
into the pockets of Brigham Young. He is 
undoubtedly one of the richest men in. the 
world, having boasted that he. could “put 
down dollar tor dollar with any monarch of 
Europe.’ They borrow large sums of money 
with no intention of ever paying it. Many hard 
cases of this kind. have occurred. 
relates one, as follows: 
“Gyrus Wheelock had robbed an old gentleman 


money by borrowing without any intention of re- 
turning it. On arriving at Salt Lake Mr. Loe re- 
quested payment, and was coolly told by Wheelock, 
*I used it for the poor saints; 
now what are you going to do about it?’ 


I quote again from the affidavit in Mrs. 
Waite’s “ Mormon Prophet:” 
., 4 have often heard the doctrino of cutting the 
throats of apostates preached from the pulpit, partic- 
ularly during the year 1856, when for several months 
I scarcely attended meeting without hearing such 
preaching. They would say, ‘If you find aman with 

is throat cut pay no attention to it? ” 

Of the fact that dupes have actually been to 
Brigham Young and asked him to take their 
lives there is no doubt. So powerful is super- 


| gtition and the teachings of these crafty and 


wicked men ! 


ee © have been “privately practiced,” thongh I 
r. Hyde 


from Lancashire, England, of a large amount of ` 


shan’t payit; and ° 
Mr. Lee : 


appealed to Brigham, who thus publicly sanctified ; 


udiation: 


rep 


` he is going to apostatize, then you may tighten the 
screws upon him: but if ho is willing to preach the 


: gospel without purse or scrip it is none of your . 


rowed of you. And if tho Lord wants it to uso let it 

go, and it i3 none of your business what he does with 

it. And if you murmur against that elder it will 

prevo your damnation: The moncy was not yours, 
ut the Lord Almighty put it 


The witness from whose affidavit, taken þe- 


says: : : a E : 
“In the winter of 1856 a man by the name of Jones 
was denounced and his life threatened in a- church 
meeting. The cause was this: he had loaned Lo- 
renzo Snow in England £109 to print. tho Book of 
Mormon in the Italian language. Upon arriving 
in the Territory Jones tried to 
money, but could not. It was becauso he insisted 
upon having his money that he was denounced. 
: .**The meeting was held at Centerville, and ‘so 


business what he does with the money he has bór- ` 


into your hands to sce | 


get payment of the ' 


‘much excitement. was raised against Jones, and so | 


many threats made against him, that he fled for his | 


: lifo; Atthesame time the order.was given that no 
one should feed or entertain him, but he should be 
left to perish. Stoddard, one of the. high priests, 


down from the stand to. kill Jones in the meeting, 
ut ho fled. I saw Jones some wecks afterward. 


: He. corroborated these statements, ond gaid tho 


i bishop tried to kill him.” 5 
` On the doctrine of human sicrifce, or shed- 


ding blood for the remission of sins, I have | 
;, a suitable name. They desired one that should seem 


; this evidence. . It was first announced -by J. 


| M. Grant, second councillor. tø the president, 


i i! in the following language : 
was in Utah in 1863, took several affidavits of |i in the fo g languag 


| “Brethten-ond sisters, we want you te repent of 
; your sing, : And you who have committed ene that 
| cannot be forgiven through baptism, let your blood’ 
| be shed and 
| theroof-may dome up before God as an atonement 
| for your sing, and that the sinners in Zion may be 
| afraid.” ' : 

Again, he says: 


unsheathed, not only in word butin deed.” 
ib is sald that au altar of sacrifice was actually 


which human sacrifices wére to be made. 


September, 1556, he-said.: 


him to appoint à committee to attend to their case; 
and then let’a place be selected, and let that tom- 
mittee shed their blood i u l 

‘This horrible doctrine of sacrificiag erring 
saints has been fully indorsed by Brigham 
Young, as follows: 


.™ There aro sing thet mpn, 3] 
cannot receive forgiveness in this world or in that 


see their condition they: would be perfectly willing. 
to have their blood spilled ypon the ground, that the 
smoke might ascend to 
their sina. . 
“I know when 
cutting 
theme ill further, I h had, men come:to 
em. I will say further, I have :men o: 
me aud offer theirlives to.atonefor theirsins: There 


rE 


the altar as in ancient 


not remit; but they must be atoned ior by the blaed 
of the man,. That-is the reason why men talk to you 


One man in Europe paid |i as they do.from this stand.’ - 


: “ We havo been trying long enough with this poo- 
le, and I go in for letting the sword of the Almighty: 


built by Grant, in’ the temple block, pon 
a 


-“I say thereare men and women hete that I would 
advise to go to the president immediately, and ‘ask | 


commit for which they- 
which is to come; and if they had their eyes open to. 


eayven as an offering for- 


ou hear my brethren telling-zbout- 
people off from the eatth: that you consider- 
doctrine. Ltistosave them; nottodestroy | 


are sins that cannot be-atoned for by ån offering upon: 
i daya, and there aro. ains-that: 
the blood of a lamb, or a calf, or of turtledoves can- - 


i thresh, O 


Mr. Hyde says these sacrifices 


doubt if it has been done to any considerable 
extent, There.is no doubt, however, that hun- 
dreds and thousands of murders, public and 
private, have been committed by orders from 
the church authorities, and by the tools of its 
leaders. Mr. Hyde, from whom I quote more 
largely than from any other writer, because I 
believe his opportunites for information better, 


S. x r A + z bs 
Iran cldek has bosfowed omsoi aniso i and his statements perfectly truthful, he lean 


ing in favor of the Mormons in many things, 
says: ; 

“That the church has instigated many murders 
there can be no question. Not only do they not deny 
it, but even publicly preach its propriety as a meuns 
of salvation. As soon as the news of the murder of 
Squire Bubvatt and party reached Salt Lako the 
impression grew. strong in the minds of the people 
that it had been done by the instigation of the church 
' as Babbett was very troublesome, was feared, ha 
often been threatened, was a ‘covenant breaker,’ and 
consequently by law ought to die.” aa 

It was during the excitement growing ont 
of the murder of Babbett that Brigham Young 
preached sermon September 21, 1856, in re- 
lation to the spilling ‘of blood, from which I 
have just quoted. He did this to effectually 
quiet the scruples of the people. It was pre- 
tended that Babbett was killed by ‘‘ Indians” 
on the plains, But there is no doubt Brigham 
Young instigated the murder, and some.one 
belonging to his ‘‘ death society’’ did the work. 
: Such wag the opinion of Judge Waite and his 
wife, after a conversation with Young on the 
subject. Mr. IIyde, on page 104, says + 

“When the citisens of Carroll and Daviesscounties, 
Missouri, began to threaten the Mormons with expul- 
gion in 163, 2° death society ? wasorganized, underthe 
direction of Sidney Rigdon, and with the sanction 
of Smith.: Its first captain was“ Fearnot,’ alias David 


Patten, an apostie. Its object was the punishment 
of the-obnoxious, : Some time elapsed before finding 


' to combine spiritual authority with asuitablesound. 

Micah iv: 13, furnished. tho first name, * Arise, and 
daughter of Zion!-for I will make thy 
horn iron, and thy heofs brass; aud thou sha}! bent 


|, in-pieces many people; and I will conseorate their 


í gain: unte the Lord, and 
let the smoke ascend, that the incense |: 


In accordance with these bloody teachings | 
|| that his: rider: shall fall backward.’ The‘ Sons of: 


their substance unto the 
Lord of the: whale earth.’ This farnished them with 
a pretext; it accurately dascribed their intentions, 
; and they called themselves the ‘Daughters of Zion.’ 
i Sowo ridicule was made of these bearded and bloody 
| “daughters,” and the namo did not sit easily. ..1De- 

stroying angels’ came noxt: the ‘Big Fan’ of the 
| thresher that ‘should thoroughly purge the floor’ 
| yas tried next. Genesis xtix: 17 furnished tho name 

that they finally assumed. Tho..verse is quite sig-. 
nificant, * Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an 
adder in: tho. path that, biteth the horses’ heels, so 


Dan’ was the style they adopted; and many have 
been the times that they have been adders in the 
path, and many a man has fallen backward, and 
has been seen no more. At Salt Lake, among them- 
selves, they ferociously exult in these things, rather. 
| than seok to. deny or extenuate them. f S 
| “Some of the leading spirits of that band aya stiir 
i in Salt Lake City. O. P. Rockwell, the attempted 

assassin of Govetnor Boggs, and who was instructed 
by Smith to commit the deed, Brigham hos had in 
the pulpit to address the meeting! A. W. Hickman,’ 
against whom many indictments are ont in Lowa, 
and who is publicly known as an ‘avenger of blood,’ 
isonoof Brigham’s most particular intimates. Itisno 
secret at Salt Lake thatseveral men have disappeared 
after being last in the company of this man. This. 
man was ont with three other stich who left Salt Lake 
without any ostensible reasons fér their journey, and 
travgled near to the spot where Messrs. Margettstitid 
Cowdy. wera murdered, and-returned bringing tho 
news of their murder, Thevirenmstance is stil! more 
significant, remembering that Margetts and Cowdy 
were both ‘covenant-breaking apostates;’ that they 
were returning to their native country; thet they 
could make many terrible disclosures, and. do Mor- 
monism much injury in, England; that it was Mar- 
món law that they should dic, and Mormon itterist 
to. kill them, >- Pe ae tas (cet ery : l 

“Whatisfoxthesalvation ofa saint, muat of cour ry 
be the very best means of securing tha salvation oi 
a ‘Gentile and heathen withouttha gate.’ ‘Men wha 
i are sworn not to hesitate at the: saerifice of theme 
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selves will not be very chary at the sacrifice of others, 
nor have they been; several Missourians, well known 
and well hated as enemies, have been put under the 
ground. When a man is missing at Salt Lake it isa 
common expression, ‘He has met the Indians,’” 


Mr. Hyde wrote some ten years ago, but 
things have grown no better since. Bill Hick- 
man, one of the most notorious of the Danite 
leaders, has added many to his number of mur- 
ders. He isstill the intimate friend of Young, 
hasseven ‘‘ women” and about twenty children. 
Porter Rockwell, another noted character, still 
lives and commits his deeds of violence. But 
Robert T. Burton, sheriff of Salt Lake county, 
and lately collector of internal revenue, bids fair 
to rival all the othergin his lawless deeds. He is 
Brigham’s tried and most trusted ‘‘ avenger.” 

Mrs. Waite, who wrote in 1866, thus describes 
the band of ‘' Danites,’’ as it now exists: 


“The order of Danites has been for many years an 
established institution in the Mormon church. 

* Brigham and his two councillors form the first 
presidency of this order, under the atzle of gods or 

tand archees. These are at present, Young, Kim- 
Ball, and Wells. A few also of the apostles hold the 
rank of grand archees. These have the power of life 
and death. | i 

* Next in importance is a body of men called arch- 
ces. ‘They are entitled to sit in council with the 
gods or grand archees, in matters relating to the 
taking of life. This ‘quorum,’ as it is called, also 
includes some of the bishops and presidents of other 
quorums in the church, Their office is to examine 
cases of offenders thought to require a summary dis- 
posal, and submit the result of such examination to 
the grand archees. In some cases, when the utmost 
discretion is required, they act as agents and swift- 
winged messengers to carry into effect thedecrees of 


the gods. 
ss fhe archees have discretionary and independent j 


power over the lives of all ‘Gentiles’ and ‘apostates.’ 
“ Next in rank are the Danites, whose o 
assist the archees in the execution of their bloody 


deeds. These are formed into bands of fifty men eaoh. , 


One band at least belongs to each archee, they serv- 
ing under him as minutemen. These ‘ Danite bands’ 
are generally composed of inferior officers and teach- 
ere, constables and policemen, and those who, having 
committed heinous crimes, as murder, theft, adultery, 
&c,, would sooner be sworn to serve in this bloody 
office than have their deeds exposed. 

“ The officers of all these grades are solemnly sworn 
to secrecy, and to the duties of their respective offices, 
on pain of instant death. , i 

** When the danger of discovery is imminent, and 
the matter too importantto be trasted to the Danites, 
the archees meet and perform the dirty work them- 
selves, as in the case of Secretary Babbett, Brewer, 
and the unlucky attempt on Dr. Hunt. In other 
cases the Danites are called upon; instances, the 
Parishes, Potter, Bowman, Mountain Meadows, &c. 

“The Danites are also expected to act as spies upon 
the Federal officers and other Gentiles; to watch the 
feelings and spirits of the saints, and to report the 
first instances of disaffection. Such cases are at once 
attended to, and if they are deemed of a dangerous 
cheracter are summarily disposed of. 

“The spoilis divided, one half a 
archees and the other to the archees and Danites 
who are employed in the commission of the crime.” 


After this remarkable picture of barbarism, 
and what has gone before, no one will doubt 
the truth of Brigham Young’s language, found 
in a sermon delivered November 9, 1856, and 
published in the Deseret News, volume six, 
page 291, as follows: . ` 

* Some of the elders seemed to be tripped upin a 
moment if the wicked can find sny fault with tho 
members of this church ; but bless your souls, I would 
not yet havethis people faultless, for the day of separ- 
ation has not yet arrived. I have many a time in 
this stand dared the world to produce as mean devils 


as we can. We can beat them at anything. We 
have the greatest and smoothest liars in the world, 


the cunningest and most adroit thieves, and any | 
S 


other shade of character you can mention, 
* We can pick out elders in Israel right here who 


can beat the worldatgambling; whocan handle the || 


cards, can cut and shuffle them with the smartest 
rogue on the face of the footstool. I can produce 
elders here who can shave their smartest shavers, 
and take their money from them. We can beat the 
world at any game.”’ ; 


The reason he gives why they can do and 
outdo the world in deviltry is amusing: 


“We can beat them becausc we have men here 
that live in the light of the Lord; that have the 
holy priesthood. and hold the keys of the kingdom 
of God. But you may go through all the. sectarian 
world and you cannot find a man capable of opening 
the door of the kingdom of God to admit others in. 
We can do that.” 

Comment is unnecessary. If there is any 
conceivable crime not to be found in their 
devilish plan I am unable to tell what it is. 

In 1857 Mr. Buchanan appointed John Cra- 


dlebaugh one of the associate justices for Utah 


co is to | 


oing to the grand |j 


|; the ‘Mormon war’ 


Territory. For two years he attempted faith- 
fully and bravely to discharge the duties of his 
office; but finding he was not sustained by the 
Administration, and that it was impossible to 
bring the Mormon offenders to justice and pun- 
ishment, he resigned and settled in the Terri- 
tory of Nevada. He was twice sent as Dele- 
gate to Congress from that Territory, and on 
the 7thof February, 1863, he delivered a pow- 
erful speech on ‘‘Utah and the Mormons,” from 
which, with the indulgence of the Senate, I 
propose to make some quotations. He says: 

“ It has been said we have courts in Utah, and the 
question is frequently asked, why do not the courts 
act? The uniform testimony of the judges is to the 
effect that the courts are powerless. More than fif- 
teen Federal judges who have gone to the Territory 


haveso stated. They have again and again told you 
that the entire legislation of theTerritory is to prevent 


the administration of the laws; that the church au- 


thorities are determined that the laws shall not be 
enforced in the Federal courts; that the grand and 
trial jurors are Mormons, who are taught that the 
Mormon church laws are the higher lawsand should 


prevail, and who refuse, therefore, to discharge their || 


sworn duties, and have invariably refused to punish 
any Mormon for an offense committed against an 
anti-Mormon. To such an extent has this been 
carried that although the valleys of Salt Lake have 
been replete with robberies and murders, yet the 


, records of the courts do not show a single instance 
| of the punishment of a Mormon for an offense com- '' 
mitted against a ‘Gentile.’ This is painfully mani- | 


fest in the history which I now give of a term of 
the court held by my colleague, Hon. Charles E. Sin- 
clair, whoconvened hiscourt in great Salt Lake City 


i on the 8th day of July, 1859: 


“The Mormon grand jury, ever ready to use the 


` laws for their protection, but never willing to prose- - 
l! cute a Mormon for his crimes, promptly found a bill ; 

R e, a sergeantin | 
company I of the tenth infantry, United States |: 
Army, for an assault with intent to kill, committed ‘| 


of indictment against one Ralph Pi 


upon one Howard Spencer, the son of a Mormon 
bishop, at the military reserve in Rush valley. A 
company of soldiers were stationed on the reserve 
to guard the hay of the Government stacked there. 
Spencer had been in the habit, at every opportunity, 
of driving his cattle to these hay-stacks. Sergeant 
Pike was ordered to take a file of men and drive off 


Spencer and his cattle, When P 


1 

e, clubbing his musket, struck Spencer on tho 
head and slightly fractured his skull. Upon capias 
issued Pike was arrested and brought to great Salt 
Lake City. The day foliowing, (August 11,) about 
twelve o'clock noon, as Pike was entering the Salt 
Lake House, on Main street,to get hisdinner, Spencer 


| stepped up to him from behind saying, ‘Are youthe 


man that struck mein Rush valley?’ at the same 
time drawing his pistol shot him through the side, 
inflicting a mortal wound. Spencer ran across the 
street, mounted hishorse, and rode off, accompanied 
by several noted ‘Danites.’ The guard who at- 


| tempted to fire at Spencer were prevented by the 


ee Pike lingered in dreadful agony two days 
ofore he died. He was highly esteemed inthe Army 
as an amiable, manly, and gentlemanly soldier. Tho 


Deseret News (the church organ) in its next issue 


lauded young Spencer for his courage and bravery. |- 


In the winter of 1857-58 one Franklin McNeil 
was inoarcerated 1n prison, being put in irons during 
n or no other crime than being an 

American citizen. Frank 
false imprisonment on the 2d day of August. The 
day preceding the appointed time for trial Frank 
was called tothe door of his boarding-house just after 


dark by some unknown person and shotdown. He 


died from his wounds next morning, and thus the |: 
suit wasabated. The murderer was never discovered. . 
"A man by the name of Drown brought suit upon : 


a promissory note for $480 against the Danite captain, 
Bil Hickman. The case being submitted to the court, 
Drown o»btainedajudgment. A few days after Drown 
and a companion named Arnold were stopping at the 


| house of a friend in Salt Lake City, when Hickman, 


with some seven or eight of his band, rode up to the 
house and called for Drown tocome out. Drown, sus- 
pecting foul play, refused todo £o, and locked the 
doors, The ' 


next morning, and Arnold a few days later. Hick- 


man and his band rode off unmolested. 


“Thus, during the short term of Judge Sinclair’s ` 


court the earnest effort of its officers accomplished 
nonce On the contrary, as it appears, the majesty 
an 


power of the court were used totie the hands of `: 


an innocent man, and lead him as a helpless victim 


to bo ruthlessly shot down without the power of self- :: 
defense, while at the same time it protected his mur- i 


deror by holding the strong arm of the law interror 
over those who would dare to take justice in their 


own hands and punish the assassin of their friend. ;; 


Thus, during a single term of the court, held in a 
Mormon community, the warm life-blood of four 
human victims is shed upon the very threshold of 
the court, and although the grand jury is in session 


no prosecution is attempted and not one oftheoffend- | 


ora will ever be punished.” 


This is but one picture. I might give many 


more if I thought the Senate would bear with | 


ike approached |; 
ii Spencer the latter refused to go, seized a pitchfork 
lying by and attempted to stab the sergeant with it. 


sued Brigham Young for -« 


Danites’ thereupon dismounted from : 
their horses, broke down the doors, and shot down , 
both Drown and Arnold. Drown died of his wounds | 


May 18, 


me. This ought to be enough to induce every 
Senator to vote for the bill under consideration, 
But I must describe one other transaction, 
the darkest chapter in Mormon history, the 
most perfidious act of cruelty and wholesale 
butchery to be found in the annals of this or 
any other country. This is what is known as 
the ‘“ Mountain Meadow massacre.’’ In 1857 
a large emigrant train, consisting of about one 
hundred and fifty men and women, besides 
many children, forty wagons, eight hundred 
head of cattle, and about sixty horses and 
mules, mostly from Arkansas, passed through 
Salt Lake City bound for California. Here 
was a great chance for plunder and revenge. 
It was soon after the killing of Perley P. Pratt, 
a leading Mormon, in Arkansas, by McLane, 
| whose wife Pratt had abducted. 
i Mrs. Waite, in her ‘Mormon Prophet,” in 
: speaking of the preparation for this diabolical 
` massacre, says: 


“A revelation from Brigham Young, as great grand 
archee, or god, was dispatched to President J. ©. 
Haight, Bishop Higbee, and John D. Lee, command- 
ing them to raise all the forces they could muster and 
| trust, follow these cursed Gentiles, (so read the rev- 
, elation,) attack them disguised as Indians, and with 
i: the arrows of the Almighty make a clean sweep of 
them, and leave none to tell the tale; and if they 
needed any assistance they were commanded to hire 
the Indians as their allies, promising them a share 
_ of the booty. They were to be neither slothful nor 
., negligent in their duty, and to be punctual in send- 
ing the teams back to him before winter set in, for 
this was the mandate of Almighty God. 

“On the following day a council of all the faithful 
was held at Cedar City. Many attended from the 
neighboring settlements. The revelation was read 
and the destiny of the unsuspecting emigrants sealed. 
Plans were suggested, discussed, and adopted, and 
' men designated to carry out their hellish designs. 

Instructions were given for them to assemble at a 

small spring, but a short distance to the left of the 

road leading into the Meadows, a number of inter- 
ii yening hills rendering it a fit place for concealment. 
Here they painted and disguised themselves as In- 
dians, and when ready to commence operations, by 
a well known Indian trail, proceeded to the Mead- 
‘| OWS. 


i . . o ‘ . 
|, Lalmostahrink from giving the details of this 
. horrible and heart-rending butchery. It hardly 
„į Seems possible that ony human beings, claim- 

i ing to be civilized, could have devised and car- 
ii ried out these fiendish acts. Butfrom a care- 
ii ful examination of the evidence and circum- 
i; stances, I have nota particle of doubt of the fact 
i that the Mormons were the guilty authors and 
|| executors of this awful, bloody tragedy. I 
|| find a thrilling account of it given in the able 
| speech of Judge Cradlebaugh, before referred 
| to, and I adopt his language for my recital of 
| the facts. He says: 

* As one of the associate justices of the Territory 
of Utah, in the month of April, 1859, I commenced 
and held a term of the district court for the second 
judicial district, in_the city of Provo, about sixty 
miles south of Salt Lake City. Upon my requisition, 
General A.S. Johnson, in command of the military 
; department, furnished a small military force for the 


: purpose of protecting the court, Agrandjury was 
: Impaneled, and their attention was pointedly and 


i 


specially called to a great number of crimes that 
had been committed in the immediate vicinity, cases 
of public notoriety, both as to the offense and the 
: persons who had perpetrated the same, (for none of 
' these things had ‘been done in a corner.’) These 
: perpetrators had scorned alike concealment or apol- 
ogy, before the arrival of the American forces. Tho 
jury thus instructed, though kept in session two 
weeks, utterly refused to do anything, and were 
' finally discharged as an evidently useless appendage 
of a court of justice. But the court was determined 
to try a last resource to bring to light and to pun- 
ishment those guilty of the atrocious crimes which 
confessedly had been committed in tho Territory’ 
and the session continued. Bench warrants, based 
upon sworn information, were issued against the 
alleged criminals, and United States Marshal Dot- 
‘' gon, a most excellent and reliable officer, aided by 2 
military posse, procured at his own request, had suc- 
ceeded in making a few arrests. A general stampede 
immediately took piace among the Mormons, and 
what I want to call your attention to as particularly 
noticeable, is the fact that thisoccurred more especi- 
ally among thechurch officials and civil officers, Why 
i: were these olasses so peculiarly urgent and hasty in 
', flight? The law of evidence based _on the experi- 
, ence of ages has but one answer. It was the con- 
| sciousness of guilt which drove them to seek refuge 
: from the avenging arm of the law, armed at last as 
they supposed with power to vindicate its injured 
majesty. It isawell known fact that many ut the 
` bishops and presidents of ‘stakes’ remained secreted 
' inthe mountains until the news was confirmed be- 
yond doubt, which announced the retrograde course 
of the Administration at Washingter. 


. 


“Sitting as a committing magistrate. complaint 
aftor complaint was made before me of murders and 


robberies. Among these I may mention as pecu- 
liarly and shockingly prominent the murder of 
Forbes, the assassination of the Parishes and Pot- 
ter, of Jones and his mother, of the Aiken party, of 
which there were six in all; and, worst and darkest 
in the appalling catalogue of biood, the cowardly, 
cold-blooded butchery and robbery at Mountain 
Meadows. At that time there still lay, all ghastly, 
under the sun of Utah, the unburied skeletons of one 
hundred and ninetecn men, women, and children, 
the hapless, hopeless victims of the Mormon creed. 


l 


| 
| 


“The seencot this horrible massacre atthe Mount- ` 


ain Meadows is situate about three 


hundred and | 


twenty miles west of south from Great Salt Lake | 


City, on the road leading to Los Angelos, in Cali- 
fornia. J was the first Federal judge in that part of 
the ‘Territory after the occurrence. My district ex- 
tending from a short distance below Salt Lake City 


to the south end of the Territory, I determined to ° 


visit that part of my district, and if possible expose 
the persons engaged in the massacre, which I did in 
the early part of the year 1859, I accordingly em- 
braced an opportunity of accompanying a small 
detachment of soldiors who were being sent to that 
section by General Johnston, having requested the 
marshal of the Territory to accompany or to send a 
deputy. @ accordingly sont Deputy William H. 
Rogers, who went with me. 


“The command went as far south as the St. Clara, | 
twenty miles beyond the Mountain Meadows, whero | 


we camped andremained about a week. During our 
stay there I was visited by the Indian chiets of that 
section, who gave me their version of the massacre. 
They admitted that a portion of their mon were 
engaged in the massacre, but wore nat there when 
the attack commenced. One of them told me, in 
the presence of the others, that after the attack had 


piece of paper, which he said Brigham Young had 
sent, that directed them to go and help whip the 
emigrants. A portion of the band went, but didnot 
assist in the fight. He gave us a reason that the 
emigrants had long guns and were good shots. Fle 
said his brother (this chief’s name was Jackson) was 
shot while running across the meadow, a distance 
of two hundred yards from the corral where the 
emigrants were. He said the Mormons were all 
painted. Le said the Indians got a part of the 
clothing i 
dent 
tains. 
“From our camp on the St. Clara we again went 


aight, and Bishop Higbee as the big cap- 


; and gave the names of John D. Lee, Presi- |: 


back to the Mountain Meadows, cumping near where . 


the masacre had occurred. The Meadow is about five 
miles in length and one in width, running to quite 
a Barrow point at the southwest end, being higher 
in the middie than either end. It is the dividing 
line between the waters that flow into the Great 
Lusin, and those emptying into the Colorado river. 
A very large spring rises iu the south end of the 
narrow part. It was on the north side of this spring 


the emigrants were camped. The bank rises from - 
the spring eight or ten feet, then extends off to the `’ 


north about two hundred yards on a level; a range 
of hills is then reached, rising perhaps fiity or sixty 
feet. Back of these hills is quite a valley, which 
extends down until it hasan outlet three orfour huu- 
dred yards below the spring into the main meadow. 

"The first attack was made by going down this 


ravine and then following. up the bed of the spring | 


to near it, then at daylight firing upon the men who 
were about the ¢amp. tires, in which attack ten. or 


Hi 


settlements. i 
t The terms wore agroed to, the emigrants being 
desirous of saving the liyes of their families. 


corral with thirty or forty armed men. The emi- 
grants were marched out, the women and children 
intront,and the men behind, the Mormon guard being 
in the rear. When they had marched in this way 


. about a mile, at a given signal, the slaughter com- 


menced. 

first fire from the guard. Two only escaped, who 

fied to the desert, and were followed a hundred and 

fifty miles before they were overtaken and slaugh- 
red. 

“The women and children ran on two or three 
hundred yards further when they were overtaken, 
and with the aid of the Indians they were slaugh- 
tered. Seventeen only of the small children were 
saved, the eldest being only seven years. Thus, on 
the 10th day of September, 1857, was consummated one 
ot the most cruel, cowardly, and bloody murders 
known ‘in our history. Upon the way from the 
meadows a young Indian pointed out to me the 
place where the Mormons painted and disguised 
themselves. : 

* I went from the meadows tu Cedar City; the dis- 


' tance is thirty-five or forty miles. I contemplated 


: John D. 
t A . Willis, William Riggs, —Ingram, Danicl McFarlan 
been made a white man came to their camp with a Be g l . 


: making arrests. 
i affidavits filed before me forthe arrest of the following 
‘named persons: ‘‘Jacob Haight, president of the 


holding an examining court there should General 
Johnston furnish me protection, and also protect wit- 
nesses, and furnish the marshal a posse to aid in 
While there I issued warrants on 


CedarCity Stake; Bishop John M. Higbee and Bishop 
ee, Columbus Freeman, William Slade, John 


William Stewart, Ira Allen and son, Thomas Cart- 


: wright, E. Welean, William Halley, Jabez Nomlen, 


John Mangum, James Price, John W. Adair, —— 


. Taylor, Joseph Smith, Samuel Pollock, John Mce- 


: Farlan, Nephi Johnson, — Th 


` - Thornton, Joel White, 
— Harrison, Charles Hopkins, Joseph Elang, Sam- 
uel Lewis, Sims Matheney, James 


B; 
Mormons retired, and subsequently appeared at the | 


i “Phe pro 
: most of the fl 
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harem, but that she struck at him with a large knife, 
when he immediately shot her through the bead., 

perty wus divided, the Indians getting 
our and ammunition; but they claim 
the Mormons kept more than their share. Much of 
it was sold in Cedar City at public auction. It was 
there facetiously styled * property taken at the siege 
of Sebastopol;’ and there is legal proof that the 
clothing stripped from the corpses, spotted with 
blood and flesh and shredded by bullets, was placed 


in the cellar of the tithi riva sold, 
The men wero most all shot down at the 3 7 5 aeaoe and privately sold 


As late as 1862, jewelry taken at Mountain Meadow 


i Was worn in Salt Lake City, and the sources it came 
j from not denied. 


” 


The testimony against the Mormons, and 
that they were the guilty parties in this trans- 
action, is perfectly overwhelming. Hon. J. 
Forney, superintendent of Indian affairs, iu a 


{ letter to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
| dated Provo City, Utah Territory, March, 


| 1859, says: 


+ “Facts in my possession warrant me in estimating 


that there was distributed, a few days after the mas- 
; sacre, among the leading church dignitaries, $30,000 


| worth of property.” 


In another letter to the Commissioner he 


| says: 


Mangum, Harri- . 


. son Pierce, Samuel Adair, F. C. McDulange, William ` 
. Bateman, Ezra Curtis, and Alexander Loveridge. 


. the children, survivors of the massacre. 


in a few days after arriving at Cedar City Captain 
Campbell arrived with his command from the Mead- 
ows. On his return he advised me that he had 


reeeived orders for his command entire to return to : 


Camp Floyd, the general having received orders 
from Washington that the military should not be 
used in protecting the courts or in acting as a posse 
to aid the marshal in making arrests. 


* While at Cedar City I was visited by a nuwber | 


of apostate Mormons, who gave me every assurance 
that they would furnish an abundance of evidence 
in regard to the matter so soon as they were assured 
of military protection. In fact some of the persons 


engaged in the act caine to see me in the night, and 


gave a full account of the matter, intending when : 


protection was at hand to become witnesses. They 


claimed that they had been forced into the matter | 


by the bishops. heir statements corroborated what 


“From the evidence in my possession I am justified 


` in the declaration that this massacre was concocted 
: by white men, and consummated by whites and In- 
: dians. I commenced my inquiries without prejudice 


‘ enable me to sadd 


or selfish motive, and with the hope that facts would 
le the guilt exclusively on the 


: Indians; but unfortunately everystep in my inquir- 


ies satistied me that the Indians acted only a second- 


: ary part.” 


In another letter, after giving the names of 


the leading Mormons engaged in the massacre, 
l 


(the same names as giveu by Judge Cradle- 
baugh,) he says: 
“These were the cause of the massacre, aided by 


; others. I believe they were not only implicated, but 


: the hell-deserving scoundrels who concocted 


the Indians had previously said tome. Mr. Rodgers, |: 
: the deputy marshal, was aiso engaged in hanting up 


alt found in the custody of the Mormons. Three or 


: four of the eldest recollect and relate all the inci- | 


: of the Indians and the statements made by 


twelve otthe emigrants were killed and wounded, the. : 


stock of the emigrants having been previously driven `: 


behind the hill and up the ravine. 


“The emigrants soon got in condition to repel the 


attack, shoved their wagons together, suuk the 
wheels in the earth, and threw up quite an intrench- 
ment. The fighting after continued as.a siege, the 


assailants occupying the hill and firing at any of the: 


emigrants that exposed themselves, having a barri- 


cade of stones along the crest of the hili as a protec- | 


tion. The siege was continued for five days, the 
besiegere appearing in the garb of Indians.: The 
Mormons seeing that they could not capture the train 
without, making come sacrifice of life on their part, 
and getting weary of the fight, resolved to accom- 


plish by strategy what they were not able todo by | 


force. 


and no aid was received from any quarter. 


themselves to be, by savages? Fathers and mothers 
only can judge what they must have been. -] ) 
in the Rocky mountains, without transportation, for 
their cattle, horses, and mules had been run off, 
not knowing what their fate wasto be, wecan poorly 
realize the gloom that pervaded the camp. — — 

“A wagon is. descried tar up the meadows. Uponits 
nearer approach it isobserved to contain armed men. 
See! Now they raise a white flag! | y 
corral, A general shoutis raised, and in an instant 
a little girl, dressed in white, is placed at an opening 
between two of the wagons as a response to the sig- 
nal. The wagon approaches; the occupants are wel- 
comed intothe corral, the emigrants little suspeeting 


that they were entertaining the fiends that had been | 


besieging them. ; : 

** This wagon contained President Haight and Bish- 
op John D. Lee, among others of the Mormon church. 
They professed to be on good terms with the Indians, 
and represented the Indians as being very mad. 
They also proposed to intercede and settle the matter 
with the Todians. Atter several hours of parley, 
they, having apparently visited the Indians, gave 
the ultimatum of the Indians; which was, that the 
emigrants should march out of their camp, leaving 


Vho can imagine the feelings of these men, | 
women, and children, surrounded, as they supposed. | 


Far off | 


All is joy in the: 


The fight had been going on for five days, | 


dents of the massacre, corroborating the statements 
the citi- 
zens of Cedar City to me. ; 


“ These children are now in the south part: of Mis- < 


souri or‘north part of Arkansas. Their testimony 
could soon be taken if desired. No one can depict the 
glee of these infants when they realized that they 
were in the custody of what.they called ‘the Ameri- 


| cans,’ for such is the designation of those not Mor- 


: mons, 


They say they never were in the custody of 
the Indians. 
Sorrow, after he found he was safe and before he was 
brought away from Salt Lake City, although not yet 


' nine years of age, sitting in a contemplative mood, 


no doubt thinking of the extermination of his family 
saying, ‘Oh, I wish I was a man; I know what i 


would do; I would shoot John D. Lee; I saw him- 


shoot my mother.’ I shall never forget how he 


looked.” 
John D. Lee is the adopted son of Brigham 


stained villains have been arrested or hung, and 
cannot be solong as the present state of things 


| continues in Utah. . Many of them have added 


new guilt to their souls by committing more 
murders since that terrible day. 


J. H. Beadle, late editor of the Salt Lake 
Reporter, and who was recently nearly mur- 
dered by the. Mormons, in a book entitled 
“ Life in Utah; or, the Mysteries-and Crimes: | 
of Mormonism,’’ now being published, says: 


“The Mormons and Indians fell upon the women, 
bit and tore the rings from. their fingers and ears, 
and trampled in the faces of the dying. One young 
girl was dragged aside by President Haight, and 
kneeling, implored him for life. He violated her 
with shameful barbarity, then beat out her brains 
with a club. Another young woman was taken out 
of the throng by John D. Lee. He afterward stated 


I recollect one of them, John Calvin ; 


They were © or fifteen feet high. Upon one of the stones 


brought to a successful termination the whole aman 
It is to be regretted that nothing has yet been 
accomplished toward bringing these murderers to 
justice.” 

I say it is to be regretted! How long a 
nation can prosper that suffers such crimes to 
be committed within its borders, and the guilty 
parties, well known, to go unpunished, is not 
for me to say. 

General Carleton some time agovisited the 
place of this terrible massacre and erected a 
monument to the memory of the dead. It was 
constructed by raising a large pile of stones, in 
the center of which was erected a beam twelve 


he caused- to be engraved, ‘‘ Here lie the bones 
of one hundred and twenty men, women, and 
children, from Arkansas, murdered on the 10th 
day of September, 1857.” Upon the cross-tie 
on the beam he caused to be painted, ‘‘ Ven- 
geance is mine, saith the Lord, and I will repay 
ite”. This monument is said to have been de- 
stroyed the first time Brigham Young visited 
that part of the Territory after its erection. Bat 
the ‘‘ vengeance” of the Lord he cannot destroy 
or baffle, and it will sooner or later overtake 
him.- l 
The Mormons, composed largely of unnat- 


; uralized foreigners, are the sworn and bitter 


enemies of the United States. They curse the 


|| Government and do everything in their power. 


Be te : .. |; to frustrate its beneficent designs, 
Young. Who in this Senate will say that this . to ae opt 1a Faia cemgus 


boy, now growing to manhood, would not be , 
i justified in the sight.of God in carrying out | 
that thought? None of the cowardly, blood- | 


They pub- 
licly defy its laws, and boast that they have 
violated them,:. and will continue to do so. 
Sloan, the editor of the principal Mormon 
organ, lately declared in a public meeting that 
he had violated the laws of Congross in regard 
to polygamy in the past and that he would do 
s0 in future. He denounced the Government, 
and denied that it had any right to make laws 
for saints. Other leading Mormons said they 
had done the same thing, and approved all 
Sloan had said. bia 

We must either pocket these insults and 
defiance of law, and suffer this barbarism to 
continue and increase, or we must grasp it 
with a firm and strong hand. l 

The Mormon *‘ endowment ” oaths are most 
frightful, involving penalties the most bar- 


barous upon all parts of the body, from the 
| sole of the feet to the hairs of the head, if 
they shall violate their obligations or reveal 
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the secrets. The aath of the ‘‘second degree 
af the Melchisedec priesthood” binds them 
to spill the blood of the ‘‘ wicked and ungs.!!7 
Gentiles, and let their substance be wasted.’ 
It invokes.the curse of God on this nation and 


Government, and asks that war, famine, and. 


cruel pestilence may overtake it. It enjoins 
constant enmity toward the United States Gov- 
ernment for not avenging the death of Smith, 
and pledges the endowees to do all they can to 
destroy, tear down, or overthrow that Govern- 
ment; to renounce all allegiance and refuse 
all submission. 
are unable to do anything themselves to ac- 
complish these objects, they are sworn to teach 
it to their children from the nursery ; impress 


it upon them from the death-bed; entail it | 


upon them as a legacy. It is to be made the 
one leading idea and sacred duty of their lives. 


When the Mormons first arrived in Utah, in | 


1847, it was Mexican territory, and Brigham 
Young undoubtedly contemplated setting upa 
government of his own. By the treaty of 
Gaudalupe Hidalgo, in 1848, the country now 
embraced in the lerritory.of Utah was trans- 


ferred to the jurisdiction of the United States, | 


In 1850 Congress passed an act to organize the 
Territory of Utah. Early in 1849 the Mor- 


mons formed a constitution and organized the. |’ 


“ State of Deseret,’ electing Brigham Young 


If those who take the oath |, 


governor. They havesecretly run that govern- | 
ment ever since, electing its officers and passing | 


laws annually. Brigham Young was appointed 


Governor of Utah Territory, and there being a , 
chance forhim to rob the Treasury of the United ` 
States he concluded to forego his ambitious ` 


projects for awhile, and that the new ‘‘State”’ 
and its code of laws should lie dormant or be 


merged into the territorial government. - But ;' 


there never has been a time since Brigham | 


Young crossed the Rocky mountains when he 
has honestly entertained the idea of being a 


good and loyal citizen of the United States. | 


In 1856 he said; 

“u I say, i 
a sovereign State in the Union or an 
nation by ourselves.” f ` 

When an effort was made to have him re- 
moved as Governor he raved like a madman 
and defied the whole world. He preached a 


independent 


long sermon, full of fury, from which the fol- | 


lowing are extracts: 


“I live above law, and so do this people. I will be 


Governor still, after FoR have done everything you 
can to prevent it. We have got a territorial gov- 
ernment, and I am and will be Governor, and no 
power cag hinder it.” wie 

-. In 1857, having brought on the “Mormon 
war,’! he had to give up the governorship of 
the Territory, but his power has been nearly as 
omnipotent ever since. He.has raled Govern- 
ors, judges, secretaries, and marshals, with 


some honorable exceptions, by: bribery, flat- | 


tery, fear, or some other adroit chicanery, and 


Utah is to-day the same pandemonium it. al- | 
He has always had the terri- | 


ways bas been. 
torial Legislature under his. complete control, 


the members being all oath-bound Mormons, | 


and he dictates every law. He has established 
probate courts, where nearly all the business 
is done, and.the judges are his most pliant 
tools. Ile tells jurors, grand and trial, what 


they are to do, and if they disobey him in the- 


least particular they are lashed from the pulpit. 
“Some years. ago J. M. Grant held forth in 
the tabernacle as follows: 
. “Last Sunday the president chastised some of the 
apostles and .bishops who were on the grand jury. 
id he fully succced in clearing away the fog which 
surrounded them, and in removing blindness from 
their eyes? No; for they could go to their room and 
again disagree; though to their erédit it must be 
admitted that a brief explanation made them unan- 
imous in their action.” ` l 


_ In the samẹ connection, speaking of the trial 
jury, he said; f 


“Several haya got into the fog te suck and eat the 
filth of a Gentile court;. ostensibly a court in Utah.’ 


_ Evidence of the present-condition ef affairs 


in Utah is not wanting. : Brigadier General. 


James F. Rusling, a citizen of New Jersey, 


as the Lord lives, we are bound to become | 


i 


: ested, or intimidated aceounts to the contrary—th 


: como in 


' mote unlawful violence toward Gentiles, 


: chooses to observe and think for himsel 


and a Republican candidate for Congress in 
the fall of 1868, made à report to the Quarter- 


master General, as inspector of the quartermas- |! 
ter’s department, in the fall of 1867, from which || 


I take the following extracts: 
“ Tho real condition of affairs in Utah is but feebly 


understood East, and the Government seems to bé © 


indulging in illusions with regard to those malcon- ` 

tents that do not promise to be realized. : 
** It was my fortune to spend over three weeks at. 

Great Salt Lake City, from October 14 to November 
inclusive. During that time I met most of the 


7 
` Federal officers, military and civil, then there; also 


Brigham Young, Daniel H. Wells, Heber Kimball, 
George Q. Cannon, Hiram Clawson, and most of the 
Mormon dignitaries ; also attended the annual mus- 
ter and review of the Mormon militia, November 1; 
and by free conversation with merchants and business 
men generally, of all shades of opinion, in Utah and 
elsewhere, I endeavored to inform myself faithfully 
as to the true condition of affairs in that much- : 
debated Territory. R ss 

* My conclusion was and is—all one-sided, inter. 
a 
there is no substantial liberty of specch or of the 


: press in Utah, and no safety for Gentile life or prop- 


without a tacit 


ert acquiescence in the existing 
order of things there. eW 


e aro glad to see Gentiles 
here, and welcome strangers generally, if 


"In the above it has been endeavored to give a 
brief but just statement of affairs in Utah as they 
really are. Notbing has been said about the general 
industry and thrift of the Mormons, their sobriety, 
observance of law and order toward each other, &e., 
nor their general ignorance, want of schools, lack of 
newspapers, &c., because these may be conceded. 


` So, no doubt, bad Gentiles sometimes find their way 


they mind their own business; but if they get to ` 


talking about our peculiar institutions they had 
better leave; Salt Lake is no place for guch folks.’ 
his was the remark of a Mormon to me high in the 


| councils of the church, and was corroborated again 
| and again by what others said, 


It is tho same as it was South. before the war... 
‘Peculiar institutions,’ whether slavery or polygamy, ` 
breed the same results, whether in.South Carolina or ° 
Utah, and the only safe alternative for outsiders is 
acquiescence or emigration. 

‘*How far the leaders of the Mormons. directly. 


: order outrages and crimes against Gentiles is, per- 


haps, a mooted question ; but that the pulpit teach- .; 
ings of tho chureh and Mormon public opinion gen- 
erally do encourage and sanction such outrages-and ° 
crimes ought not to be longer doubted.. | í 
At the Mormon tabernacle in Great Salt Lake 
City, October 14, during regular public worship of 
two hours or more, I being present, the Gavernment 
of the United States and the people thereof were bit- .. 
terly assailed in addresses by prominent Mormons, 
(and this occurs, more or less, every Sabbath, as ex- 
cellent people there assured me,) the direct tendency 
of the gist of which was to incite sedition and pro- 
j: That this 
was the result, Mormons, without much hesitation, 
admitted; and also admitted that Dr. Robinson’s 
death, October 22, while I was thero, probably re- 
sulted from ‘ignorant and fanatic Mormons,’ though 
they denied further participation than this of the 
church in the murder, and resented the idea of 


there and do bad things, and no doubt the Mormons 
algo have sometimes been much wronged and tra- 
duced. -Butall these, it is respectfully submitted, aro 
side issues, and in no way affect the main question. 
Tho vital fact remains, unfortunate as it may be, 
that the Mormons are a lawless and seditious com- 
munity of people, hostile to persons not of their faith 
and practice, and that they live boastingly in defi- 
ance of the public laws of the Union.” 


Hon. John Titus was for four years chief 
justice of Utah, and is a man of high charac- 
ter and marked ability. He is well known to 
many Senators. Ina letter to me, dated Salt 
Lake City, December 28, 1867, he says: 


“ With. the fullest assurance of its truth, I am 
requested to give you the following information: 
Mr. —— ——, a detective officer of the city of New 
York, can give you the most reliable information 
concerning the murder of Dr. J. King Robinson in 
this city on the night of the 22d of October, 1866, an 
atrocity deriving every aggravation, not only from tho 
extraordinary merit and rare promiso of the young 
victim, but also from thedeliberate, remorseless cru- 
elty of the perpetrators and their counselors and 
abettors, who are known to be tho leaders and exposi- 
tors of the Mormons and their system in this Ferri- 
tory. This outrage would have convulsed Rome to 
the very heart in the zenith of its power, if not pro- 
duced violent changes in the government itself, and 


: it ishoped that it may do somettiing to rouse even the 


apathy of our own. : 

“It ought also to be added that this is butone ofa 
long series of crimes, including the Mountain Meadow 
massacre and the murder of Captain Gunnison and 
his party—which our Government can trace to the 
Mormon leaders and expositors here by a chain of 
irresistible deductions as soon as it shall make tho 
effort—the evidence of which, however, is fast passing 


' away, and: will soon leave the guilty to rejoicein their 


impunity and our Government to the fearful respons- 
ibility of such omissions of justice. 

“The last of these murders ought to be more spe- 
cifically stated, because it illustrates so clearly the 


| present audacity of crime and impotency of justice 


in Utah, which must continue while the law remains 
asitnowis. Early in August last Isaac Potter, and 
Charles Wilson and John Walker, two of Potter's 
employés, were arrested on a petty chargeof theft at 
Coalville, some forty-five miles east of this, and were 
confined in a school or meeting-house. About the 


' middle of the next succeeding night the first two were 


‘Thugs,’ or ‘ Danites,’ or‘ Destroying Angels,’ &e. ` 


The Federal judiciary were strong in asserting this, 
and cited it as their chief reason for their failure to , 
enforee the laws against Mormon offenders. 
saidthey were well assured of the whereabouts of the | 
murderers.of Mr. Brassfield and others, particularly 
of those engaged in the famous, or rather infamous, ; 
Mountain Meadow massacre; but to attempt to ar- 
rest and try them before a Mormon jury would only 
result in a judicial farce. k 

* The church—that is to say, Brigham Young—is 
supreme, because Young’s word is law and gospel in 
Utah as yet, all accounts to thecontrary. Reports 
of the weakening Of his influence appear from time. 


They |. 


to time; but the fact remains, as is evident from a | 


week’s sojourn in Great Salt Lake City, if a man 
ham Young is still Governor de facto there of the 
State of Deseret, no matter whom the President may 
send out as Governor de jure of the Territory of Utah. 
The Legislature of the ‘State of Deseret’ still con- . 


that Brig- ii 


killed dead, and the last severely wounded by those 
who had them in custody, and their associates. John 
Walker, however, made his escape, and wounded as 
he was, with the aid of some friends, reached Camp 
Douglas, near this city, and upon the oaths of him 
and others I issued warrants for the arrest of sixteen 


‘| men engaged in this murder. Eleven of them were 


secured, one formerly on the police and a brother 
of a present policeman of this city, and another of 
them a connection of Lieutenant General Daniel H. 
Wells, the third prasident of the Latter-Day Saints. 
These two admitted in Coalville the day previous that 
they were sent from this city by the Mormon leaders 
to have Potter and his men put to death. The eyi- 
dence on the hearing of thisease, carefully reported,” 

ee Oe "is conclusive of guilt. The 
offenso not being bailable, the accused were commit- 
ted for.trial on the third: Monday of October last. 
The next night, however, they were coolly allowed 
to-escape, without any effort to retain them, by the 


' Mormon territorial marshal, who, in the present state 


vones regularly ; Brigham Young sends in his mes- ‘' 


sige to them; and they proceed tg reénact the laws `. 
of the territorial Legislature, &c. In other words, as 
Mormons they decline to recognize the United States 
territorial organization any fartherthan they have 
to, and would reject it altogether if they had the | 
power to. To this end all efforts are bent now, 
strange as it may seem, and the people-are earefully _ 
manipulated and indoctrinated into the belief that,’ 
like the ancient Israelites, they are ‘G 
people,’ and therefore invincible against the United 
States and all other Gentile opposers. E aD 

* As to polygamy itself, although in open violation 
of our national laws, it seems to be largely on the 
increase. T 


t! Walker did not appear as a prosecuting witness. W 
: had no means of protecting him, and [ 


of the law, supersedes the United States marsha? in 
all cases not arising directly under tha laws and per- 
taining. to the interests of the United States: John 
e 
am. assured 


: and believe that he, too, has been murdered. 


od’s chosen ' 


The escaped prisoners published over theirnames 
inthe Mormon Telegraph, an impudent letter, 
written, as wenow know by its editor, and intended to 
have bees facetious, promising to appear for trial. 
They did not come, however, but are now abroad, 


‘here and elsewhere intho Territory, abusing the’ 


“It was bad enough before the passage of the re- 
cent. laws on the subject in 1862, I believe.. Since... 


then, however, the Mormon leaders appear to have 
studiously inculcated the practice of it, so as toim- ` 
plicate as many persons of both sexes as possible in- 
it, and thus render the future execution of the anti- 
polys amy laws very difficult, ifnot well-nigh imprac- - 
ticable. - ` ' f 
“In the conversation of. many Mormons ‘persons 
of thé female sex have already sunk to ‘my women,’- 
about the same as they speak of their other domes- 
tic animals, or as our southern slave lords used to 
speak.of their ‘likely young niggers.’ ; > 


“On 


extinguish this testimony. 


this point, however, nothing more need bei 


said-than that the whole thing is simply an organ-.-:: 


ized insult-to Christianity and. an outrage against 
the civilization of the age; in very truth, slavery’s 


hideous and exquisite ‘twin relic of barbarism,’ and. :, 
that the American Government ought not t lend it- 


the sanction of its fag a day longer than it must. 


any 


Federal officers and sneering at tho Government 
itself... Abusive articles, threatening with violenco 
the Federal officers concerned in the investigation of 
this caso, were published in the Deseret News and 
the Daily Telegraph, organs of the Mormons here. 

“ Isaac Potter was the third member of the family 
of that name who has thus fallen. The explana- 
tion of this bloady work can betound in the fact that 
the first of the Pottersthus put todeath was an invol- 
untary witness of the murder of Captain Gunnison 
and his party, and was too honest to remain silent. It 
was thereforedeemed necessary by the prime movers 
of the murder of Gunnison, who in all probability 
were the Mormon leaders, and not the Indians, as 
reported, thus to put these men to death in order to 
` The last of these threo 
Potters was, as Iam informed a bravo, shrewd man, 
of many magnanimous quatities, and made numer- 
ousfriends. His body was found with the throat cut 
from ear to ear, which is explained by the initiated as 
indicative ofa wish, even witbhis murderers,to secure 
his spirit the benefit of ‘blood atonement,’ in the 
life to come. “Asa means of dispatching the victim 
this was ecertrinly unnecessary, for his body was 


piereed by six or seven bullets 
tho heart. ere: 
“As tho law now ia any attempt to punish orime 
here when perpetrated by Mormon favorites or those 
in_sytmpathy with Mormon leaders must fail and 
bring tho Federal Government into contempt. At 
present tho Mormons choose the jurors, both grand 
and petit, surround the courts with ministerial 
atiicers of their own selection, and keep the control 
of the prisons of tho Territory, though built by Fed- : 
eral appropristions, TiN these and other similar | 
evils gre rectified by proper congressional legisiation 
justice will be helpless here,” : 


, one of them through 


Rev, William B. Wright, of Boston, who has © 


spent considerable time in Utah, recently | 
preached a sermon in the Berkeley street | 
chureh, in that city, upou the ‘* Mormons ;”” | 
and [take the following extract from the Baos- . 
ton Journal of March 10, 1870: 


“I believe the evils of Mormonism have not been 
exaggerated. I doubt if they can be. Most of | 
the men you meot in Salt Lake City would occupy 
the State prison in almost any other English-speak- 
ing country; and desorvedly so, for throughout the 
‘Territory licentiousness has long censed to hold a | 
mace in the calender of crimes, and now takes the 


ism, tempered by ass: 
stituted for liberty. Itis apartof the Mormonereed | 
t is right to shed blood to provent apostasy. 


that i 
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they come to the Territory, and then annually | tion upon the women here, who are second, third, 


takes ona tenth of their income in the shape 
of ‘‘tithings.”” He has seized upon all the 
principal ferries, and makes all travelers pay 
enormous tolls. He has secured through his 
pliant legislatures many valleys for “herd 
grounds,” and the wood and timber of many 
hills and ‘'cañons.” 
mountains for a great distance from Salt Lake 
City has. been granted to him, and the gate- 
way ta the same is through his premises, and 


it is only by delivering to him every third load | 
as he shall order that the gates are opened for | 
The wheat ' 


any one to get wood or timber. 
and'corn in many’ valleys, und the sheep and 
cattle an mang hills are his. He owns houses 


and lots and property of every description. ; 


He has gold and silver in vast amounts. 


; with which to fightthe ‘‘ Gentiles” and sell to | 


x A R zi ($3 4 vy 
place of chastity in the catalogue of virtue. Despot- |: the +‘ Indians, 


sination, has there been sub- j 


The inevitable resulis of polygamy and despotism, |! 


or jealousy, suspicion, and fear, are stamped repul- 


In April, 1869, Brigham Young, being. furi- 
ous because General Grant had appointed 
anti-Mormons to the Federal offices m Utah, | 
preached a sermon to five thousand people, 
denouncing the President, Congress, and the 
Government in the most brutal and indecent 
manner. He said: 


" Who goes into the White House in these days? 
A gambler anda drunkard. And the Vice President 
isthe same. And no man can get cither office unless 
he is a gambler or a drunkard or a thief. And who 


` 


goes to Congrese? You may hunt clear through the 


| 
d 
+ . l 
sively on every lincament of Mormon social life.” f 
| 
i 
t 
i 


i; execute his pleasure. 


He sends his missionaries all 
over Europe and, over the United States to 
make proselytes and to gather up money and 
't women,” His deluded followers believe him 
a god, and yield him implicit obedience. The 
organization known as ‘‘ Danites’’ or *' Destroy- 


| 
i! 
| 


' Rome time to come, 
The timber in the: 


He |. 
manufactures whisky and othervilecompounds, | 
© and drinks much. He manufactures fire-arms ` 


fourth, &e., wives, E am convinced upon the wholo 
it will bo beneficial to them. As it now is, alargo 
majority support themselves, and if these unlawful 
relations were broken up many of them would form 
lawful marital relations with other men, because 
there is a great preponderance of male population in 
all the Territories, and will continue to bo so for 
; There is little danger even in 
Utah of having an overstock of women who will 
havo any trouble in obtaining lawful husbands. I 
am positively certain the women here would require 
no charity from Government, for they are self-sup- 
perting already.” 


Thesame gentleman in speaking of Brigham 
Young, says: 


“Tle not only disobeys the law himself, but enjoins 
it upon his deluded followers, asa religious duty and 
a command through him to them froin God, to do 
likewise. In the exercise of his absolute political 
power the territorial Legislature is composed of his 
most subservient instruments. Athisdictation every- 
thing possible has been done by the Legislature to 
control and render inoperative Federal authority. 
The dominant party, while they constantly complain 
of persecution, are themselves most proscriptive and 
intolerant. To protect their doubtful institutions 


: against the inroads of opposition and apostacy, 


‘ deal out 


ing Angels” stand ready to protect him and | 


I believe him to be.one of the most wicked. 


deluded and ignorant people, he defiantly and 
madly revels in robbery, marder, polygamy, 
and incest, and tramples on all law and defies 


: the officers of the Government, executive and | 
, judicial, 
` It is for the purpose of establishing law and ` 


Senate and the House, and if you can find any men |: 


that are not liars, thieves, whoremongers, gam- | 
blers, and drunkards, 1 tell you they aro mighty few, | 
for no other kind of men ean get ii : 


n there.” 
Speaking of the officers appointed, he said: 
“If any of these low-lived fellows give us any 

trouble we will rise up and put every one of them 


right out of tho Territory. We will make them 
leave; wo won't have such a d—d set among us.” 1 


In the same harangue he said: 


“And some of them nave said to me, ‘Haw many 
wives have os got? Why, brethren, I cannot 
really say. never trouble myself to think about 
it. I've gota good many women one piaee or an- 
other; I guess I bave got a dozen or fiiteen that I 
take care of and support; and some day I will take 
the trouble. to count them all wp,so I cam tell the 
world just how many I’vegot, I bave ene wife and | 
many womer,” .. -. BE n 


In conelusion he said: 


“Now, I say for all the saints 
and be united, and all the d—d 
coun ry can’t hurt as. We defy 
ask no udds of the Government.” 


sealawags in the | 
them all! and we | 


1 make these quotations from a report of his |: ; i 
j; in another.a'sect.that required that all widows 


should be burned on the funeral piles with their as an additional evidence of his infallibility and 


tirade in the Daily Reporter, published at 


Salt Lake City on the 10th of April, 1869. | 


There is much of this discourse too vulgarand | 
profane for utterance here. .. . 

I have a vast amount of testimony in rela- | 
tion to the present state of affairs in Utah, all | 
corresponding with what. I have given. . Much 
of the information .is communicated to mein | 
confidence, and by men who dare not- have 
their names used for fear of. assassination. I 
have myself received many insulting: letters, 
and some threatening ones, since my name 
became connected with this subject. | 

The Mormon church government, established ; 
to carry out the most pernicious and damnable 
teachings, is the most complete despotism on 
earth. The mind of one man sets all the ma- 
chinery in motion, and permeates the mass of 
the people, and subjects them to his unrelenting 
tyranny. Brigham Young reigns supreme in 
church and State, in morals, and in all private 
and social arrangements. He is king, priest, | 
lawgiver, and chief polygamist. Ifa law is to 
be enacted he dictates the terms; if a jary is 
to be impanneled he tells them what to do; 
if a Gentile or ‘‘apostate’’ Mormon is to be 
assassinated he gives the order. His mandates 
are superior to all laws. Deae 

He does not work without pay. He takes 
the surplus propėrty.from his followers when | 


to stick together || 


order in that far-off Territory, of protecting the 


and treason, that this bill has been earefully 
matured, and is now pressed upon your atten- 
tion. It in no way interferes with religious 
liberty, properly so called, but it seeks to re- 
press crime and. restore a great community to 
moral health. 
should never bestretched forth to crush fanatics, 


‘but the sword of justice must attack robbers, 
Murderers, polygamists, and conspirators. Men 


may be devotees of error, but they have, no 
right to be devotees of crime, even under a 
pretended religious sanction. — 
If a religious sect should spring up in one 
f aur Territories whose creed required. that 
fty human beings should be crashed daiiy 


: beneath the wheels of Juggernaut, and. in an- 


other a sect.requiring the casting of children 
into the yawning mouth of a red-hot idol, and 


dead husbands, what would the good Christian 


ery of “ religious liberty,” and make au end 
of it. : None of these things would be more im 


innocent and punishing the guilty, of liberating | 
"the enslaved, and- of putting down conspiracy 


The arm of the Government , 


moral or hardly less barbarous than polygamy. | 


Some gentlemen have asked me, what is to |! 
| become of the many wives of polygamists if ; 
| 


this bill. passes and. is enforced? 1 have no 
fears that their condition can. be made worse 
than it now is, and others will be saved from 
this degradation and slavery. The extracts of 
sermons of Brigham Young and others, which 
‘T have already given, show tliat these women 
are anxious to be freed. from this barbarism 
and their present miserable condition. Miss 
Sarah E. Carmichael, now Mrs. Williamson, 
who was reared at Salt Lake, says: 


“If I were a man as I am a woman, I would stand | 


in the Halls of Congress and cry aloud for the miser- 


| able women of Utah till the world should hear and 


know the wrongs and miseries of polygamy.” 

A gentleman long acquainted with affairs in 
Utah, in. á récent letter advocating the passage 
of this bill, says: ? 

“In relation to the effect of the proposed legisla- 


I have before said that || 
he was one of the richest men on the earth. | c s , 
‘| lief because they have been suffered for so longa 
pees k i; time to defy and trample on the laws of Congress 
Armed with sùch tremendous power over a 


sana dee are formed which seruple not to 
death to the offenders, 

* Federal authority is held in supreme contempt 
by the leaders of the church when it conflicts with 
theirassumptions, and insubordination to all except 
church authority is publicly talked in thetabernacio 
and ward meetings. 

*‘Latter-Day Saints are taught that they are not 
amenable to the penalty of the law when Brigham 
commands its violation. Color is given to this be- 


secret in 


' with impunity.” 


Again, he says: 

-“ It is a favorite policy of the Mormon authority 
to threaten war and destruction when any positive 
action is about to be taken toward enforcing the 
laws. This succeeded in 1857, and since then it is 
the resort on all occasions, and will continue to be 
so as long as a temporizing policy is pursued by the 
Government. But let that policy which comports 


’ with the dignity and honor of the nation in the en- 


forcement of its laws be adopted; let Congress pass 


' the legislation proposed; let no Federal officer re- 


main here who will not fearlessly and promptly coip- 


! erate in the assertion of his authority, who will pot 


do his simple duty, and tho conflict will soon eid, 
the virulent ulcer on the body-politic here will 
soon be removed, and that, too, without the shed- 
ding of a single drop of blood. The ery of devasta- 
tion and war which has been made here, and re- 
echoed by members on the floor of the House and 
others in Washington. is only intended to scare Con- 
gress, Let thero be such legislation as will enable 
the officers of the Government here to strip Brigham 
‘of his pretentious claims of being above the law and 
force hiin to yield submission to its supremacy, nnd 


: Utah will soon become loyal and its theocracy cease 


; to exist. 


“ Upon the other hand, however, if your bill should 
fail, it will be regarded as a declaration by Congress 
that the laws of Utah may continue to be disregarded 
-and trampled upon with impunity; that organized 
crime may exist thore, and that the theocracy of 


: Brigham may be perpetuated. After that event a 


; people of this country say and do? I appre. |' 
hend if laws could not be passed and executed |; 
to prevent such things the people would take | 
the matter into their.own hands, in spite of the | 


< crimes in Utah. 


more open defiance and insubordination would exist, 
and the moral influences now at work would by in- 
timidation_be destroyed. The very action of Con- 
gress, like Buchanan’s imbecile efforts in 1857, would 
be boastingly quoted by Brigham and his adherents 


power to defy the nation of which, according to an 
accepted prophecy among the saints, he is atno dis- 
tant day to become the ruler.” 

I commend this last extract to gentlemen 
who fear that war will grow out of the enforce: 
ment of the law against polygamy and other 
I have no fears of war; but 
war or no war, I am in favor of enforcing thé 
laws and of breaking up the vilest nest of 
vipers on this continent. 

The bill under consideration contains many 


' provisions, all calculated to enforce the laws 


against polygamy and other crimes in Utah, 
If enacted into law it will arm the courts with 
authority and power to protect the good Ameri- 
can citizen and punish the guilty perpetrators 
of frand and crime, and greatly aid in remov- 
ing a barbarism which outrages the moral sense 
of Christendom and disgraces the age and 
nation in which we live. ahn Al 
I do not expect the passage of this bill will 
at once and entirely remove the evils that 


| afflict that Territory. Many ofthem are chronic 


and deep-rooted, and bound about by a fierce 
and desperate fanaticism. There will be diffi- 


| culty in enforcing any law that goes counter to 


the Mormon policy or the will of Brigham 
Young. But it will do- good now, and will 
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very soon be the means of overthrowing and 
destroying a great ‘‘barbarism.”’ 

The arm of this Governmentis strong enough 
to enforce any proper law, and I hold it to be 
not only its right, but its duty in this case, to 

ut forth its strength. ‘This heathen ‘‘bar- 
arism’’ cannot continue without involvin 
this nation in guilt and disgrace. This ban 
of desperadoes cannot much longer despise 
and trample upon our laws and outrage the 
rights and moral sense of our people. An 


overwhelming, indignant public opinion will | 


find some way to reach them and reduce them 
to legal subjection, or drive them from the 
scenes of their impieties and crimes. I invoke 


the irresistible power of the press, the batter- | 


ing ram of public opinion, and all the moral 


influences of a civilized people against this | 


barbarism. 


The ‘Gentile’? element is gradually increas- | 


in 

Me secaution of law in that Territory, 
in other respects be a power there. This ele- 
ment will increase more rapidly now that the 
Pacific railroad is completed, and I hope for a 
peaceful victory over this tyrannical monarchy 
from this source. I have great faith, since the 
“(iron horse ” has taken water from the ‘‘ Jor- 
dan river,’’ that Brigham Young will find a 
power in Utah which he cannot frighten by his 


and will soon be able to aid the courts in : 
and will | 


impious ‘‘revelations,’’ or in any way control, ; 
wheedle, or corrupt. When the tide of civiliza- | 


tion shall fairly throw its waves over the Rocky 


mountains,and from beyond the Sierra Nevadas, ` 


his kingly power, wicked rule, and blasphemous 
career will come toanend. When miners and 
other emigrants, not Mormons, shall flock to 
that Territory and make it their home the 
loathsome and festering monster of polygamous 
Mormonism will perish and be buried out of 


sight. 

Mr. HOWARD. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. PATTER- 
son in the chair.) By the unanimous under- 
standing of the Senate it was understood that 
no vote would be taken this evening. This 
bill, therefore, will be restored to its place on 
the Calendar, and the bill for the enforcement 
of the fifteenth amendment will take its place 
before the Senate. 

Mr. WARNER. The Senator from New 
Hampshire suggests that this bill be restored 
to its place on the Calendar, and I make that 
motion. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I suggested that the other 
pill for the enforcement of the fifteenth amend- 
ment be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has al- 
ready been stated that this bill will be restored 
to its place on the Calendar. 

Mr.SUMNER. And the bill for the enforce- 
ment of the fifteenth amendment be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was so 
stated. The question is on the motion to 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
(at ten o’clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepwespay, May 18, 1870. 


‘I'he House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by J. Y. Asntoy, D. D., of Philadelphia. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION, ARKANSAS. 

Mr. KNOTT submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendment of the 
House to the bill of the Senate (S. No. 95) * in rela- 
tion to the Hot Springs reservation, in Arkansas,” 
having met, after full and free conference have 
agreed to recommend, and do recommend to their 
respective Houses, as follows: . A 

That the Senate recede from its disagreoment to 
the amendment of the House, and do agree to the 
same with the following amendments :. , 

Section one, line four, after “institute” insert 
“against the United States,” 


4 


Section one, line five, strike out from the word 
“final” to the word any.” $ 

Line five, after the word “final” insert the word 
* decision.” R 

Line six, strike out the words ‘and establish.” 
_ Line seven, strike out “suits” and in lieu thereof 
insert ‘*suit.”” 


Section two, line four, strike out the words ‘as į 


near as may be. k : 
Strike out all from the word “States” in the sixth 
line to the word “and” in the seventh line. 
_ Line nine, strike out “such” and in lieu thereof 
insert “the.” _ 
Line nine, strike out the word “usually.” 


Linenine, after the word “ equity ’’insert the words | 


“so far.” 


Section three, line one, strike out the words ** pro- 
cess in ” and in lieu thereof insert the words “notice 


Line three, after the word “thereof” insert the ; 


words “with a copy of the petition.” 
Section four: strike out all of section four. 
Section six, strike out all from the word “shall” in 


the second line to the word “the” before * United” 
i in the fourth line. i 
Section six, line two, after *' shall” insert the words 


“decide in favor of.” 
_ Section six, strike out all from the word “shall” 
in the cighteenth line to and including the word 


* lands” in the nineteenth line and in lieu thereof 


insert the words *‘ decide in favor of any claimant.” | 


_At the end of line twenty-seven and beginning of 
line twenty-eight strike out the word ‘‘ approval ” 
and in lieu thereof insert the word ** appeal.” 

Line thirty, after the word “appeal” insert the 
words “in thesame manner and with the same effect 
as in cases of appeal in equity causes from the cir- 
cuit courts of the United States.” 

And that the House agree-to the same. 


J. PROCTOR KNOTT, 

-A. A. C. ROGERS, 

GODLOVE S. ORTH. 
Managers on the part of the House. 


B. F. RICE, 
G. F. EDMUNDS, 
WILLIAM T. HAMILTON, 

_ Managers on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. KNOTT called for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the report was agreed to. 

Mr. KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC GROUNDS. 


Mr. PROSSER. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce for consideration at the present 
time a joint resolution to create a board to 
prepare plans for the improving of the public 
grounds, canal, and river front. 

Mr. KELSEY. I object. 


EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. Under the in- 
structions of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
I ask unanimecus consent to report and put on 
its passage at the present time the bill (H. R. 
No. 1910) to equalize bounties of soldiers who 
served in the late war for the Union. 

The bill was partly read for information ; 
when: 
Mr. DAWES objected. 


SETTLERS ON TIIE PUBLIC LANDS 


Mr. JULIAN, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported fromthe Committee on the Public Lands 
a bill (H. R. No. 2049) for the protection of set- 


tlers on the public lands of the United States ; | 
which was read a first and second time, recom- į 


mitted, and ordered to be printed. 
SURVEY OF UPPER MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr, WILSON, of Minnesota, by unanimous | 


consent, submitted the following resolution ; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That_the 
to furnish this House 


with acopy of the report of 
Major Stickney and 


ranklin Cook, engineers, in 


regard tothe survey of the upper Mississippi river. | 


INTERNAL REVENUE BILL. 


imous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred, under the law, to 
the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, Thatthere bo printed for the use of the 
louse two thousand copies extra of House bill No. 
2045, amending the internal revenue laws, fifty copies 
of which shall be for the use of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


Secretary of War be directed , 


| 


ae REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr. STOKES, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2050) for the relief of 
sundry citizens of Tennessee of all political 
disabilities ; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the select Committee on 
Reconstruction. 

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT, ALABAMA. 

Mr. DOX, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2051) to_provide for a 
term of the circuit court of the United States 
for the district of Alabama, to be holden at 
Huntsville, in said district ; which was read a 
firstand second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

MEMORIAL OF WORKINGNEN OF PITTSBURG. 

Mr. NEGLEY. I ask unanimous consent 


| to present and have printed in the Globe a 


memorial of the workingmen of Pittsburg, 
irrespective of party. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
about? - 
Mr. NEGLEY. It is a memorial to the 


Congress of the United States expressing their 
views, addressed irrespective of parties. It is 


perfectly proper. 
What is it 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
about? 

Mr. NEGLEY. It is in reference to indus- 
trial interests. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Iwillexamine 
it before I give my consent. 

Subsequently objection was withdrawn, and 
the memorial was received and ordered to be 
printed in the Globe, as follows: 


To the Honorable Senators and Representatives of the 
people of the United States, in Congress assembled : 
GENTLEMEN : The undersigned, deputed by the iron- 

workers of the city of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and 
vicinity, to visit Congress for the purpose of pleading 
againstthe reduction of the tariff uponiron, beg leave 
to present to yourhonorable bodies the incentive that 
induced our advent here, together with the interests 
involved. Maes eo ts 

‘The gradual decline in iron during the last year, 
and as a natural consequence a corresponding reduc- 
tion in our wages, have admonished us, and with us 
our fellow-workers, the necessity of arousing and 
exerting ourselves in defense of the great fraternity 
of labor, that fraternity through which the produc- 
tion of our national wealth is only guaranticd, and 
upon whom the maintenance of the honor of our 
nation in time of peril can only be relied. 

Upon a consideration of the present condition of 
the iron trade, viewed by the light of ald the intelli- 
gence we can command, we ure led to the conclusion 
that our employers, under existing circumstances, 
are realizing scarcely, certainly not more thana fair 
and reasonable profit upon the iron manufactured, 
and with a positive realized knowledge that the 
wages now paid us are scarcely more than adequate 
to defray the necessary expenditures of our families, 
to say nothing of our natural desires to afford our 
children the best means of education. Contemplating, 
too, the probability, nay, the inevitable certainty, of 
a still further reduction in our wages, broughtabout 
by foreign competition through o reduction of the 
present duties upon foreign iron, we are constrained 
toraise our voices in opposition, praying Congress 
to protect above everything else American labor, and 
thereby the American people; for labor, by virtue of 
its numbers, constitutes the people. ` 

To that end we were delegated to come to Wash- 
ington city; but finding that members of Congress are 
too busily engaged in their respective duties to give 
us the hearing personally that we desired, and the 
expenses of living here being too exorbitant to allow 
us to remaim any length of time, we are compelled 
to return to our homes, and in lieu thercof adopt this 
method of presenting our cause. 

To enter at length upon an argument in favor of a 


What is it 


‘| protective tariff we deem at this time unnecessary, 


inasmuch as the representatives of that interest in 
Congress have already presented the subject in such 
a light that our efforts, perhaps, would only darken, 
with an ability also truly exhaustive, and, in our 
judgment, invulnerable. — g 

What we ask is that the iron interests of our coun- 
try shall not be placed in jeopardy by any interven- 
ing act of Congress, but on the contrary that you will 
extend such aid by congressional enactments as will 
continue to infuse vigor, activity, and prosperity. 
Should the foreign manufacturer desire to enter into 


| competition in our market here with our home pro- 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, by unan- | 


ducers, let them pay for that privilege in the shape 
of a duty upon their products, which will not only be 
a source from whence our national Treasury will re- 
ceive supplies, but will also be effective in reducing 


i the price of iron to the consumer by virtue of a 


healthy competition. 

Since arriving here we have frequently been met 
with the assertion that during the last tew years our 
employers have realized immense fortuncs, and that 
there is no justice in a demand that will, they suy, 
continue to render fabulous profits. 
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To this wo reply, that during the war oar iron 
manufacturers did realize enormous profits, and with 
a selfishness by no means commendable launched 
them entire into their own coffers, avoiding success- 
fully a fair distribution with the labor that produced 


| 


the article sold; bat we beg leave to remind you that . 


inthisgreatreserve of liberty laborin the iron-works 
is daily growing in intelligeneo, demanding and re- 
ceciving to a greater extent to-day their proportionate 
share of the profits derived from the manufactured 
article than ever before in this country. 

The labore! ten years ago, in point of intelligence, 
dignity, and manhood, cannot possibly be compared 
with the labor of to-day. 

The preservation of that dignity, the source from 
which that intelligence is derived, can only be main- 


tained by our ability to work, and the remuncration ° 


we reecive therefor, 


Strike at the iron interest of the country by a re- 


duction of tho duties upon the foreign article, thus 
reducing the price and consequently our wages, and 
you strike at tho comforts of our firesides, cripple 


our energies, and dwart an ambition to elevate our 


posterity to the highest plane of American citizen- ` 


ship. 
‘lo forever be * hewers of wood and drawers of 
water” is a condition foreign to every preceptin the 


history of our country and i's people, and doubtless 


there are many who are toiling to-day in our iron- 
manufacturing establishments, aspiring, by their 
meager savings, derived by no means from overpaid 
wages, to be some day not oniy workers, but part 
owners in establishments yet to be built. 

If the business be not protected from excessive 
forcign competition their aspirations can never be 
realized. 
an incentive that will be conducive to tho erection 
of iron-works throughout our entire country, thus 
opening up new avenues for the toiling and down- 


` out the payment of any fee or commission to - 
. any register or receiver of any land office, be 
entitled to enter one quarter section of land, | 
: not mineral, of the alternate reserved sections 


no objection to this bill if it be understood. It 
meets with the approval of the chairman of the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

The bill was read. The first section pro- | 
vides that every private soldier and officer who | 
has served in the Army of the United States | 
during the rebellion, for ninety days, and re- | 


. mained loyal to the Government, and every ; 


seaman, marine, and officer, or other person 
who has served in the Navy of the United 
States, or in the Marine corps or revenue ma- 
rine, during the rebellion, for ninety days, and 
remuined loyal to the Government, shall, with- | 


of public lands along the lines of all the rail- 
roads or other public works of the United States | 
wherever public lands have been or may be. 
granted by acts of Congress, and to receive a ` 
patent therefor, under and by virtue of the | 
provisions of the act to secure homesteads to ;' 
actual settlers on the public domain and the | 
acts amendatory thereof, and on the terms | 


‘and conditions therein prescribed; and all the | 


Protect, thea, that interest, and youcreato , 


trodden mitlions of the carth, creating a prosperity ` 
here the iniluence of which will ramify favorably |: 
throughout every descriptive interest. When weare | 


reminded of the fact that but a few years ago, when 
the issue involved was one of frec and slave labor, 
how emphatic the free labor of this land declared, 


through the ballot-box, that the soil of our free © 


Territories should not be blighted by the damning 
influences of slave labor, and how nobly that prin- 
ciple was defended by the arm of free labor upon 
the bloody fields of the late war, wo fecl justitied 
in pleading in the interests, and in behalf of at least 
a large portion of that labor. 


i 
i 
| 
t 
provisions of said acts, except as herein modi- |! 
fied, shall extend and be applicable to entries | 
under this act. And every person entitled to | 
the benefit of this act may locate one quarter || 
section as herein provided, at his option, in || 
one entire quarter section or in not more than | 
two subdivisions of a quarter section not more 4 
than four miles apart. The second section | 
provides that the Commissioner of the General ‘' 


the necessary rules and regulations to carry 


i this act into effect and determine all facts ` 
1; necessary therefor. i! 


We plead not in the interests of our employer ex- ;| 


elusively, but in the combined interests of employer 
and employed. We know if heis unable to success- 
fully run his works we cannot receive employment, 
and without employment at our usual vocations we 
will be compelled to seek new ones, spheres to which 
we probably would not be adapted, thus proving det- 
rimental not only to us, but possibly to others also. 

We pray, then, that you du not decrease the present 
duties on iron, and in our prayer we desire more es- 
pecially to appeal to the representatives of the great 


arty tiat has Boon se instrumental in wiping oat i 
uman bonda nd elevating alllabor to afreeand |: ; x 
T Pai ‘vote by which the bill was passed; and also 


common level, and that now, when the cloud of war 


hasdisappeare:l,leaving our country oncemoreunited | 


and in peace, you exert yourselves with all the en- 
nobling characteristics of statesmen in preserving 
the dignity and comfort of that labor, and through 
your wisdom such laws will be enacted as will tend 
to enhance ite prosperity. 

M. S. HUMPHRYS, 

DAVID HARRIS, 

J. D. EVANS, | 

B. A. McGINTY, 


Committee, 
Wasnincton Ciry, D. C., May 14, 1870. 
BUILDINGS RENTED BY TILE GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. WELKER, by unanimous consent, from | 
ii R. No. 987) to reduce the number of officers i 
mitted a report showing the number of private | 
buildings rented by the Government in the Dis- | 


the select Committee on Retrenchment, sub- 


trict of Columbia, and the purposes for which 
they are occupied and the annual rent paid ; 
which was ordered to be printed, and recom- 
mitted. 
CHANGE OF HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. DAWES. I ask unanimous consent that 
hereafter, until otherwise ordered, the hour of 


meeting of the House shall be at eleven o’clock | 


a. m. 
Mr. NEGLEY. I object. 
The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 

man from Massachusetts cannot be made until 

Monday next. = 


Mr. NEGLEY. I have noobjection to devot- | 


ing every hour of our time to the public busi- 
ness, 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
+ AMENDMENT OF HOMESTEAD LAW. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to introduce and put on its passage a bill 
(H. R. No. 2052) to amend the homestead acts. 
There was no objection. f 
The bill was read a first aud second time. 


Mr. LAWRENCE. 


'; various motioas of reference; and also moved 


Mr, LAWRENCE, I move the previous | 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
Tain question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. LAWRENCE moved to reconsider the 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ARMY BILL. 


Mr. LOGAN asked unanimous consent that | 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. | 


in the Army of the United States, and for other 
purposes, be taken from the Speaker's table; 
and moved that the House non-concur in the 
said amendments, and ask for a committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 

There was no objection; and it was so 
ordered. 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote | 
just taken; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


AMERICAN COMMERCE. 


Mr. RANDALL. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
called for, the morning hour now begins. The 
House resumes the consideration of the bill 
reported by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Lyxcu] from the select Committee on the 
Causes of the Reduction of American Tonnage, 
being House bill No. 1889, to revive the nav- 
igation and commercial interests of the United 
States, on which the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. CaLxin] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CALKIN. I yield half an hour to the 


I am sure there can be || gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER. ] 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. If mem- 
bers of the House, Mr. Speaker, will look 
te the bills on their files they will find the 
amendment which I propose to offer at the 
proper time to the bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Decline of American Commerce. 
And I will be under great obligations to gen- 
tlemen if they will carefully examine those 
amendments in connection with the provisioug 
of this hill, because no question of greater im- 
portance to the interests of the country has 
come or will come before the House at this 
or any other session. 

All of us are agreed upon one proposition. 
It is that there is a great decay, not of Amer- 
ican commerce, but of American shipping. 
Let me pause to give two or three facts bear- 
ing upon this point. We sustain nineteen 
thousand American ships, carrying not quite 
seven million tons and employing not more 
than two hundred thousand American sailors, 
in our commerce. We pay for carrying trade, 
eleven million tons burden and supporting four 
hundred thousand alien seamen. And to-day, 
out of the two hundred and sixty-eight thou- 
sand tons of steamship lines between Amer- 
ica and Europe, not a single ton is under the 
American flag. This year past we imported 

oods in American vessels to the amount of 

146,000,000 only ; and we brought in foreign 
vessels goods to the amount of $317,000,000. 
We exported from our shores of our own goods 
to the value of only $160,000,000 in American 
vessels, while in foreign vessels we exported 


| to the amount of $303,000,000. 
: Land Office is hereby authorized to prescribe 


These facts thus grouped preclude the ne- 


| cessity for argument that something be done 


to change this state of our commercial marine. 
What is that something? The Committee on 
the Decline of American Commerce, after hav- 
ing bestowed on the examination of the subject 
great labor and assiduity, for which they are 
entitled to the thanks of the House and of the 
country, have come to a conclusion that action 
is imperative. With that conclusion I agree, 
but I do not think that the remedy they pro- 
pose is at all commensurate with the evil, or 
sufficient to meet it. It goes a little way, but 
not far enough. The bill they have reported is 
a bill favoring the ship-builder. What is needed 
is a bill to sustain the ship-sailor, the man who 
sails ships. The grant of a few dollars per ton 
on the value of aship, which goesto the builder, 
does not help to any considerable extent the 
man who has to compete with the foreigner in 
sailing ships. 

How, then, shall we protect American ship- 
ping? All other interests have had their ad- 
vocates for protection on this floor; but this 
the great interest, the greatest of all interests so 
far as the commerce of the country is con- 
cerned, because it lies at the bottom of all 
interchange of commodities with other nations, 
has vo protection. How has this happened? 
Because by our traditional history we have been 
taught that we could compete with the world in 
carrying goods in ships. Since 1785 we have 
been attempting by every means in our power to 
obtain reciprocity of trade with all other na- 
tions; that is to say, that all goods, in whatever 
ships carried, whether ours or foreign, shall come 


‘| in at the same rates of duty in all ports. Great 


Britain refused to give us reciprocity in trade; 
she enforced the act of Charles II down to 1849 
when she agreed to reciprocity we had offered 
for sixty years of tonnage duties. Her first 
convention of commerce extended four years. 
It was again extended for ten years ; and in 1828 
it was indefinitely extended, subject to term- 
ination at twelve months’ notice. But this was 
for a reciprocity of vessels, and partially for 
goods, only. France always refused us this 
reciprocity, and maintained discriminating 
duties until the 12th day of June, 1869. Por- 
tugal still refuses ; Spain has always refused, 
and stands to-day on the treaty of 1795. We 
have made treaties with nearly all other na- 
tions; but Great Britain, with her hand of 
diplomacy in every freaty we have made, hag 
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caused a requirement that the goods of each 
nation when carried in her ships should come 
in at the same rates as when carried in ours, 
or in those of the producing nation; so, while 
we were attempting to get reciprocity, and 


while she was taking care to make only limited: 


exceptions in our favor of the articles grown | 
or produced on her own soil, we gained the. 


carrying trade almost of the world; but which | 


result was largely owing to the wars of Na- | 


poleon. L 
ships, by the coming in of iron ships, the great 


change in the necessity, for distribution of, the’ 


products of the world, in 1849 it became to her, 
advantage to have goods carried in her ships. 
to come into otr ports at the same rate of duty 
as in ours, and the English Parliament passed: 


an act (12 and 18 Victoria) to accomplish that’ 
object, and we acceded to the proposition’ | 
because in 1817 we had passed an act which | 
empowered the President, when any restric: | 


tions upon commerce were relieved by other 
nations, to proclaim a like leaving off of re- 
strictions here; so that our trade with Great 


Britain became reciprocal by the enactment’) 
of law only, and not by treaty or convention. | 


In 1869 the same thing took place in regard: 
to France. Why did she then consent to it? 
France kept on lier discriminating duties until 
it happened that we had no shipping and she 
had a great deal; until she had three lines of 
steamships to this country, and we had none to 
hers. ; 
reciprocity which was wholly to her advantage. 
And we without reflecting upon our changed 
conditions, following the policy of 1817, agreed 


to that reciprocity of trade which was no longer |; 


But by the going out of useof wooden’. 
toms, and twenty-five per cent. if brought in 


to our advantage, althoughthe whole condition | 


of our commercial marine had changed. __ 
Mark me, Mr. Speaker, the great superiority 
of Great Britain’s shipping grew up under ker 
restrictive navigation fae ; ; 
cin! prosperity grew up under our restrictive 
navigation laws. Now we have comparatively 
few ships, and we are growing daily to have 
less substantially, because the average life of 


- wooden ship is only about ten years; so that | 
unless we renew our ships once in every ten | 


years by building at least one tenth every year 
of course our shipping must disappear. 

Such being the condition of shipping, what 
remedy can we provide? ` How can we stimu- 
late n business which ts dying out?’ The rem- 
edy that I have proposed in my amendment, to 
put on differential duties on goods imported in 


favor of American bottoms, is the onty one that | 


to my. judgment at all meets the emergency. 
Therefore, I have provided that wherever we 
are not precluded from so doing by treaty we 
shall make a differential duty of twenty per cent. 


of the tariff rate in favor of goods imported in | 


American wooden vessels, and twenty-five per 
cent. if in American iron ships; so that the 
whole of our own. carrying trade at least will 
be done by ourselves. The precise percentage 
named are not material, but are given to illus- 
trate the principle, and are submitted to ‘the 
judgment of the House. ` ee 
This differential duty in favor of our ships 
will apply at once to Great Britain in gréat 
art, to France, tò Spain, and to Portugal; 
ecause with regard to those nations reciprocal 
daties on goods stand npon law and not upon 
treaty stipulations. With other nations we 
have treaties on the subject which at present 
restrain na from differential duties. Ivery one 
of those treaties, except four—one with: the 
Argentine Republic which cannot be terminated 
at all, and three others the time for terminat- 
ing which hag not yet arrived, and which are 
of little commercial importance—the treaties 
with every other nation can be terminated at 
twelve months’ notice. They are all treaties 
of navigation and commerce; they are all con- 
cessions by us and to us; they all provide for 
and foresee a peaceable and proper termina- 
tion by either party at will, and they can all 
be terminated in twelve months by giving no- 
tire, and their termination or denouncement, 


our great commer- | 


Then, of course, she was in favor ofa | 


| duties on the higher classes of duties. 
The efféct of this discrimination, Mr. Speaker |: 


| difficulty is that we now are suffering in this 
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as is the technical term, can give no more just 
offense to either party than did the termina- 
tion of the reciprocity treaty with Canada of 
the denouncement of which we all now recog- 
nize the polity, i i i 

` The second section of my amendment, there- | 
fote, provides that at the end of twelve months 
all these treaties shall be terminated, and then 
all goods that come to this country shall have 
twenty per cent. less rates of duties imposed 
upon them if brought in American wooden bot- 


American iron bottoms. 

Onè reason why I propose to make a differ- 
etice ‘upon importations in American wooden 
bottoms and American iron bottoms is that it 
is' more difficult and more expensive for us to 
build iron ships than wooden ships, and I de- 
sire at the same time, while protecting Ameri- 
can industry in shipping, to protect American 
industry in iron-working; we can more nearly 
compete in wooden vessels than in iron with 
the ship-yards of other nations, and therefore 
I propose to inerease the differential duty in 
favor of iron vessels. Another reason for 
making this distinction is that iron vessels are | 
almost always steamers, uot of heavy burden, 
butof lighterdraughtand greaterspeed. There- 
fore all expensive goods are brought in iron 
steamers; goods which require expedition ; | 
goods likely to be smuggled, because of heavy | 
duties and the tendency of a reduction of 
duties is also to reduce smuggling. Therefore 
it is better to have the greater reduction of 


and geritlemen, will be to set.every ship-yard 


in the country in’ motion, to set every rolling- |, 


mill in motion that can make iron for iron 
ships, and to employ every American ship to 
its fullest capacity. Every one will agree that 
this will be the. result of such differential du- 
ties. ‘There is no occasion to pause a moment 
to argne its-effect, for everybody must see it. 
There is nothing against-it in any treaty, aud 
there is nothing against it ia any law, because 
we here make the law. 

... It only remeins for ua to see if there is any- 
thing against it-in-sound policy and sound 
judgment. - Upon this question | pray the at- 
tention of the House. Whatare the objections 
to it? The first objection that will be taken is, 
that other nations may retaliate. But as Great 
Britain, France, and Holland are doing the 
earrying trade: of the world now, in what ways, | 
if at all, must they retaliate? First, by say- 
ing that they. will-not allow our ships to carry 
goods into their ports without like differential 
duties. Be it so; we have not ships enough to ` 
do'our own carrying: How can that injure us | 
or our shipping ?° mo | 
. Po illustrate: such action will be equivalent 
to my neighbor saying to me, ‘‘ Why, sir, if. 
you do so and so your sheep shall not go into 


| my pasture.’* That does not frighten me any, | 


when T ¢an reply, “I kave no-sheep.”’ There 


can be no retaliation there. There is no possi- | 


bility of retaliation in that direction. - 

How, then, can they retaliate? : By refusing | 
to trade with us. I wish to God—and I trast 
I speak with due reverence—they would. ‘The 


country from: over-teading and from over-im- | 


portations. - If other countries would not send || 
us any of their surplus luxuriesand manufac- ! d 
l! here in ballast for the sake of taking our cot- 


tures; if there was.a wall of fire around us, 80 
that the foreign superfluities could be shut out | 


from our people, it would, in my judgment, be » 


better for the prosperity of this country, be- 
cause we import now more than we export, 
and are selling our bonds ata discount to make 
up the deficiency. The protectionist and the 


high-tariff man, what other and higher and |. 


better protection could he desire than the 
refusal of England and France to trade in the 
products of their labor with America? 


Mr. LYNCH. Will it interrupt the argu- | 


ment of the gentleman if Task hima question 
at this point? l a 


| as before the discrimination. hen thi 
i| done there will be no occasion to discriminate 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly 


not, 

Mr. LYNCH. I want to ask the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts [Mr. Burier] if, in his 
opinion, should we make this discrimination 
of duties upon goods imported in foreign ves- 
sels, other nations will not make the same 
discrimination against goods imported into 
i their ports in American vessels ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 
Mr, LYNCH.. The gentleman says they 
will. 
- Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
quite willing to assume that they will. 
Mr. LYNCH. Assuming that to be the case, 
will not the effect inevitably be that American 
' vessels will bring our imports into this coun- 
try and will go back to foreign portsin ballast? 
| And vessels of foreign nations will come to our 
ports in ballast and go back loaded with car- 
goes of our exports. That will be the inevita- 
ble effect. And will not that inevitably double 
to the consumer the freights to be paid on car- 
goes? And was not that the very result of 
these restrictive laws and the reason for their 
abrogation? 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The 
uestion of my friend from Maine [Mr. Lyxon} 
turns out to be an argument, but which I do 
not complain that hehasmade. Ishould have 
illy considered the subject which I present to 
the House if I had not considered these objec- 
| tions he urges. In regard to the objection of 
. retaliation, I was upon that when my friend 


I am 


ii from Maine interrupted me; and if my friend 


would have listened he would have heard me 
say how they could retaliate. 

He says that other nations will put a like 
differential duty on our exports when they ar- 
rive in their ports. Granted. What are our 
i exports substantially? Cotton, breadstuffs, and 
tobacco. Now, can England or France stand 
a cotton famine? How was it in the breaking 
| out of the rebellion? Can either stand a bread 
famine caused by their own differential duties? 


her own corn laws? Can she stand a tobacco 
famine? By no means. Nearly one third of 
her whole excise revenue is derived from 
tobacco, and she will not keep it out. The 
same is true of France and of Germany; there- 
fore they cannot discriminate on anything which 
we have to sell. 

Now, for the answer to the other portion of 
the gentleman’s suggestions. When we take 
twenty or twenty-five per cent. off our tariff 
duties, we reduce so much the cost of the goods 
to the consumer. The price of freight cannot 
beraised above that reduction by discriminating 
in favor of American vessels, because if that is 
i done then goods will come in foreign vessels 
When that is 


: in favor of Ameriean vessels, because they are 
to have only twenty to twenty-five per cent. of 
: the tariff duty in their favor. And the moment 
that the price of freights exceeds the twenty or 
twenty-five per cent., American vessels will not 
be preferred as carriers by the foreignimporters. 
Therefore, whatever. the price of the freight 
may be, the price of the goods to the consumer 
cannot be greater than they are under the pres- 
ent tariff, with the present rate of freight in the 
bottoms of foreign vessels. f 
Now, Great Britain cannot send her ships 


tontoherports. Does not the gentleman know 
that in all transportation, as well by water as 
by land, the profit on freight is all made on 
carriage one way? Thereturn cargo, as a rule, 
hardly covers expenses. Cars come here from 
' the West laden with wheat, and long trains of 
them go back empty. They go out from here 
and almost as a rule they 


‘Jaden with goods, 


i comeback empty. One-way profits on freights 


l is the universal law of commerce. Profits on 

freights are all made on one way., Return car- 

goes are taken at the lowest possible rates. | 
Does the gentleman believe that British ships 


Hasnot England just been compelled to repeal. 


are to come herein ballast for the sake of carry- 
ing back our cotton when our ships, having 
brought her products, are ready to go back, as 
he says, in ballast, and willtake our cotton for 
ballast? Is it possible? The question of my 
friend from Maine would seem to imply that 
he has not examined this subject with the care 
which I have always found him to do, and 
therefore expected from him. Iam glad that | 


this objection to the working of my proposition i 


has been started, so as to give me an oppor- ` 
tunity to answer it. It reduces itself to this: 
that when an American ship has come from 
England, filled with English goods and landed 
in the port of New York, there will come side 
by side with her an empty English ship to take 
back our cotton, when the American vessel 
can just as well take it back, in spite of foreign 
differential duties. The idea cannot be enter- 
tained for a moment. 

My friend is altogether mistaken as to the 
traditional policy of this country when he says | 
that differential duties were abolished because 
they tended to raise freight. The traditional 
policy of this couatry has been to get reciprocity 
everywhere, in order to do the carrying trade 
of the world. There has never been found any 
rise in freights because of reciprocal duties. 
On the contrary, the gentleman from Maine, 
in suggesting this objection, runs counter to | 
the whole of his argument upon the tariff for | 

rotection of other industries. His argument | 
is, that in case of protection on manufactures | 
you in fact make the manufactured article | 
cheaper. Is it not just as good an argument | 
that in case of protection on freight you make | 
freight cheaper? Thus my friend will see— 
and [ am very much obliged to him for calling 
the attention of the House to this point so that 
1 can answer it before I close—that the effect 
will not be, as he anticipates, to diminish our 
shipping will be seen from this: if the effect | 
were that the shipsof each nation would always 
go in ballast one way, then it would take just | 
twice as many ships to do the business of the 
world as it now does, so that there would be 
occasion for a double amount of shipping, of 
which America would at least get her share. 

Again, I have heard an objection urged by 
my tariff friends, that by this the tariff will be 
reduced. I call the attention of gentlemen ° 
from Pennsylvania to this matter. The pro- : 
posed reduction of the tariff is on the average . 
twenty per cent. of its present rate. Now by ' 
this reduction the duty on the article of pig iron, | 
for instance, would be brought down to $7 80 : 
per ton, There would be a similar reduction | 
on other articles. This reduction would tend | 
to satisfy those portions of the country who | 
desire the tariff to be reduced. I call the | 
attention of gentlemen from Pennsylvania to 

[i 


this fact: if that State will link her tariff inter- 

ests with the navigation interests of the country | 
in this form, so that the amount of differential | 
duties shall afford protection to navigation by | 
this linking of the interests of navigation and | 
the protection of all kinds of labor, Pennsyl- , 
vania will have a steady and unvarying tariff. | 
Hence, in my judgment, this proposition of | 
mine tends in the direction of sustaining the | 
tariff for protection upon a just basis. j 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman yield 
to me fora moment? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. KELLEY. I have not examined the 
proposition of the gentleman, and therefore I 
am not prepared to speak upon it. I wantsim- 
ply to say that Pennsylvania is not specially 
interested in the pig-iron question; that it is a 
question for almost every State in the Union 
from Oregon eastward to the coast of New 
England. The iron interests of Pennsylvania 
can live under any duty under which those of 
Oregon or the States of the Mississippi valley 
can sustain themselves. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I by no 
means meant to infringe upon the State pride 
of Pennsylvania, or her consciousness of self- 
sustaining power. I was only using pig iron 
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as au illustration to show how this reduction 
would operate. I desire the same protection 
for Pennsylvania interests that Ido for any and 
every other interest. I have, by my votes in 
this House, endeavored to bring about such a 
tariff as will be stable, permanent, and just to 
all the interests of the country. No other can 
stand for a day. With these reductions of 
twenty and twenty-five per cent. in favor of 
American shipping we can bring the tariff into 
a stable relation to the business of the country, 


| while the price of the production to the con- 


- sumer will be reduced, and increased value will 


t 


be given to the shipping of the country. 

When once commerce, navigation, and man- 
ufacture have struck hands, when by cheapen- 
ing freights abroad, because when our ships 


come over here with English goods at high ‘: 


freight they can carry back American wheat 
cheaply—I say, when those three great Ameri- 
can interests have struck hands, and as a 
result transportation has been cheapened to 
the productions of our agriculture, then we 
shall have a staple tariff judiciously operating 
on all industries and every business alike. If 
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United States which prohibit the imposition of dis- 
criminating or differential duties upon imported 
goods or merchandise, and which are terminable 
upon notice, thatsaid treaties respectively shall term- 
inate at the expiration of such notice, and therc- 
afterward all goods and merchandise, the product 
of such nations or imported therefrom, shall havo 
such reduction of customs duties when imported from 
foreign ports in American wooden or iron vesscls, 
respectively, as hereinbefore provided. 


Mr. CALKIN. Mr. Speaker, the chairman 
of the committee, [Mr. Lyxcu, ] who presented 
this report and occupied the attention of the 
: House on the bill now before us for consider- 
ation, has said almost all that can be said on 
this subject in support both of the bill and the 
: report of the committee. I am glad, sir, that 


. the question of transportation and of the carry- 


gentlemen will examine this matter they will ; 


find that this differential duty upon goods in 


© American ships aid all these interests of the . 


' country, which, indeed, must go hand in hand | 


|! commercial nations of Europe. 
| sert our claim to be the great money center, | 


to maintain prosperity. 

This is a measure of vast importance. 
will be a declaration to the world, Mr. Speaker, 
that the United States of America have come 
to the conclusion to set up for themselves, to 
have our own navigation laws, to carry our 
own goods in our own way in our own ships; 
that we are no longer the dependent colonies 
which in 1790 sought concessions from the 


the great producing center, the great consum- 


: ing center, the great manufacturing center of 
: the world, and as such we propose that our own 
ships shall do our own work and receive the | 


t 


benefit of their labors. 
There is one other thing, if I might speak 


i for a moment to the feelings, having so far 


addressed the judgment of the House.’ There 


i will be one good thing accomplished by this 


measure dear to every American heart. Great 
Britain has now the carrying trade of the world 
because by her navigation laws, by her iron 
ships, by her Alabamas manned by rebels 


It | 


By it we as- | 


‘ing trade is becoming, as it deserves to be, an 
important one before the country. [ am, how- 


ever, forced to believe, from the evidence I 


: have had during the investigation of our com- 
: mittee, and from my study of this subject, that 
' the men who will occupy our places hereafter 
; will give more time to the consideration of the 
: carrying trade than what this House has given 
to it. They will look more closely to any 
report on the subject than we have to the report 
of our committee. 

It was well said by my colleague, [Mr. 
. Woon,] that this was not a question of com- 
| merce. It is not a question of commerce ; it 
is a question of transportation, or a question 
of carrying. And the fact stares us in the 
face, which has been admitted by every gen- 
tleman who has spoken, and by every news- 
paper all over our land, that England, France, 
and Germany are carrying away from us our 
products, and carrying to us their merchan- 
dise and carrying to us their emigration—the 
people of those countries that are leaving 
Germany, France, England, and Ireland, and 
/ coming over to us in German, French, and 
English ships; whereas they once came here 
under the American flag and in American 
bottoms. 

As I have stated, Mr. Speaker, the question 
of transportation is one of very great import- 


`! ance to us. And the committee have gone fur- 
‘ther than merely to consider the transporta- 
‘tion of goods and merchandise crossing the 


and encouraged and sustained by her, she has ` 
wrought destruction upon our commerce. This : 


bill, taking our own commerce into our own 
hands, takes that much of that carrying trade 
from her. By this deprivation we shall build 
up our own languishing navigation interests 
which she did so much to cripple and destroy. 
There is a poetic as well as statesmanlike jus- 
tice in this. At the expense of her merchants, 
who fitted out the ‘‘ 290° the Alabama, and other 


rebel piratical cruisers which so long preyed | 
upon our commerce, our shipping interests | 


will be reversed and brought to their pristine 
importance and productiveness. With the 
exception of a portion of the steamers running 
between this country and Europe she has 
nearly the whole of our carrying trade. By 
this protection of American navigation, this 
exhibition of American statesmanship, this pro- 
mulgation of American power, we will retake 
from Great Britain what she has taken from us. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when this bill comes up 
for action I give notice I shall move the fol- 
lowing as a substitute for the third and fourth 


‘sections of the bill as reported by the Com- 


mittee on the Decline of American Commerce: 


Sxc.—. And be it further enacted, That after the | 


1st day of October, in the year 1870, all goods and mer- 
chandise upon the importation of which the United 
States are not prohibited by treaty from imposing 
distriminating or differential duties shall be charged 
a rate of customs duties when imported in American 
‘wooden vessels twenty per cent. less, and in Amer- 
ican iron vessels twenty fivo per cent. less, than if 
imported in a foreign vessel. : , 
EC. —, And be tt further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be, and hereby is, author- 
ized and requested to give notice to each nation hav- 
ing conventions or treaties of commerce with the 


, Atlantic ocean. ‘They have also endeavored 
by this bill which they have reported to aid 


‘| the transportation upon our coasts, upon our 
rivers, and upon our lakes. 


This bill I desire 
that gentlemen who represent the western 
States should understand distinctly, as has 

! already been stated by one of the members of 

| the committee, [ Mr. WELLS, ] protects the ship- 

i builder upon the waters of the lakes and rivers 


:| of the West as well as it does the builder upon 
‘| the waters of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 


I cannot enter fully into this important sub- 
ject, as I have only half an hour allotted me. 
i But I would say that I wish every gentleman 
here within the sound of my voice, before 
going to his home this evening, to send to the 
document-room and procure a copy of the com- 
mittee’s report. I wishthat gentlemen would 
look into that report and examine it closely. 


i| The chairman of the committee has stated 


that he intends to call the previous question 
to-morrow, and I would like to have every 
gentleman read this report and scrutinize the 
merits of this bill, sitting quietly in his home, 
so as to arrive at a conclusion each for him- 
self how he shall vote to-morrow. I feel con- 
fident that if members will do this and examine 
the facts and conclusions presented by the 
committee, they will vote to do something to 
relieve the interests of ship-building, trans- 
portation, and trade. . 

As regards the sentiments expressed in that 
report, I desire to say a single word with refer- 
ence to the way in which the committee dis- 
charged its duties. They visited New York, 
Boston, and Portland, so as to reach as far as 
| possible the varied interests involved in this 
‘question. They afterward visited the city of 
| Philadelphia. They did not invite certain 
| particular gentlemen to come before them; 
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they did not send out invitations to prominent 
wen. But they inserted notices in the news- 
pepe inviting all who were interested in ship- 

uilding and the carrying trade to come before 
the committee and give their testimony. Now, 


Mr. Speaker, what was the nature of the tes- 


timony laid before them. You will find by this ; 


report that it was the universal sentiment of 
the builders and owners, the merchants, as 


well as the constructors, that the only way to ; 
build up the American carrying trade was to 


haveit done by American seamen in American- |, 
some large iron manufactory in Pennsylvania, |, 
' or for some large cloth manufactory in Massa- 
' chusetts. 


built ships. In the city of New York we had 
one man before us who stated to the commit- 
tee that we could not build ships in this coun- 
try, but must 


had one man who represented the Ship-owners’ : 


Association on the questions under discussion, 
who said that we could not build ships here, 
but must buy 
Mr. Speaker, and I will speak frankly upon 
this matter, because there has been quite an 


influence broughtto bear on this House in refer- | 


enceto this idea—itseems this man was directly į 


interested in British ships. So itwasvery easily 
explained why he desired that we should patron- 


ize British subjects in having our ships built | 


on British soil. 
In Boston we found a gentleman who advo- 


go abroad and buy them. We | 


them abroad. But I will say, | 


cated the idea of free trade in ships. Allothers ; 


who appeared before the 
and builders alike, said, 
buy ships ; we can build them here; all we want 
is cheap material.” 
branch of the subject further on. In 
there was the same expression of opinion. Only 
one man there wanted free trade in ships, and 
he proved to have been an arrant rebel durin 
the war. It seems he had aided and cointoned 
all he could by word and act the southern con- 
federacy during our civil war—and he was the 
only one who wanted free trade in ships. As 
regards Philadelphia, I think there may possi- 
bly have been one man there who advocated 
that idea. I was not in that city when the com- 
mittee met, and accordingly I am not positive 
how it was in that locality. 

Now, it would be useless for me to occupy 
the time of this House in stating to you the 


condition of our ship-building interest. Every | 


gentleman here knows what its condition is. 
You know that our ship- building interests are 
almost rained, our large machine-shops are 


being sold, and that those not already sold will || 
have to be disposed of in a short time unless 
there is a revival of business. I have made an |: 
estimate of the amount of property now lying ` 
idle in the country that was once engaged in | 


the ship-building interest, and I venture to say 
that $30,000,000 worth of property is in that 
condition for want of business in this depart- 


ment of industry, property that was once thriv- |; 
at once had vessels being |: 


ing, large ship-yardst 
built in.them and thousands of men employed. 
Machine-shops also, in which thousands of 


men were once employed, are now lying idle | 
Now, let me suppose | 
an instance, and imagine what the legislation | 
of Congress would be. Suppose that the farms | 
of the West were blighted, that grass or grain ; 


and have nothing to do. 


would not grow on them, and that the farmers 


would be driven to starvation, what would be | 


done in that ease? Why, there would be called ` 
an extra session of Congress if necessary, and | 


laws would be enacted, rivers would be turned |- 


from their course, and those farms would be. 


forced to grow crops if legislation could do it; | 


tbe farmer would be protected, and thereis no 
man in this country who would not say but 


that such legislation would be right and proper. | 


The great city of New York, which I have the 
honor in part to represent, would give of her 
millions to those farmers and others in their dis- 
tress. And not only the farmers, but any otherin- 
terest that suffered would be cared for. We have 
seen enough in this House within the last few 
months to show us that every other interest has 
been protected that could be protected and that 
asked for protection from the Committee of 


committee, merchants . 
“Do not go abroad to | 


i all our beautiful rivers, 


I shall speak upon that | 
ortland | 


Ways and Means. I have no particular fault 
to find with that. If we are to have protection, 
why, I suppose we must have it, though of 
course it is not the policy of the party that I 
represent. | 

Now, sir, 
is a local interest. 
extends from Maine to Oregon. 
and is upon all our 


it has been said that this interest 
Sir, it is not local. 


lakes. It is not local. 


of Delaware, or the State of New York, or for | 


It asks for protection for an interest ' 
all over the land, an interest that has brought | 


millions of money to our Treasury, an interest | 


' that has built up our pride, and extended our 


flag all over the world. 

Sir, the committee show in their report that 
our ships are not owned by the princely mer- 
chant alone; they are owned by mechanics as | 
well as merchants; by ship-wrights and ship- 


Statement exhibiting the tonnage of 


It | 
Itreachesup | 


This bill does not ask `; 
protection for the State of Maine or the State | 


i| becomes interested in navigation. 


i 
i 
ty 
I 


i 
| 


chandlers; and by every man that bas had any- 

thing to do with their construction. These 

men are owners as well as builders. I think 
| I have made this matter clear. I trust I have 
| satisfied the House that this is not a local 
; Interest. 

Another thought which I would like to im- 
press upon the House is that this ship-building 
; interest is not as small an interest as some have 
supposed. Itisan immense interest and is con- 
nected directly with the navigation interest, 
because, as I stated before, the ship-builder is 
the ship-owner in part, and consequently he 
The navi- 
gation interest gives employment to hundreds 
and thousands of our American citizens as 
captains, sailors, engineers, and firemen. It 
has in times past given employment to a large 
number of men in the foreign trade, but whose 
places are now filled by citizens of other coun- 
tries. I have here a table showing the ton- 
nage of the United States from 1821 till 1869, 
which ig as follows: 


American and foreign vessels entéred and cleared in the 


district of New York from and to foreign countries from 1821 to 1869, inclusive. 


ne tare 


Entered. Cleared. 
af 
Years. American. Foreign. American. Foreign. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. | 
156,493 | 13,856 158,174 10,720 
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974,928 
1,064,263 
2151 | 1,057,271 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
BUREAU OF STATISTICS, February 3, 1870. 


*No enumeration of vessels was made prior to 1834. 
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932,632 


FRANCIS A. WALKER, 
Deputy Special Commissioner of Revenue. 


+ Only nine months is included in this period by reason of the fiscal year ending this year June 30 instead 


of September 30, as in the preceding years. 


I wish to call attention especially to our ton- 
nage in 1861 and in 1869. In 1861 the Amer- 
ican tonnage entered at the port of New York 
was 1,595,278, and the foreign tonnage was 
725,000. Now, look at the other side of the 
picture. In 1869 we had entered at the port 
of New York, of American tonnage, 1,057,000, 
and of foreign tonnage, 2,044,000. - Sir, it is 
nota pleasant picture to dwell on., These are 
facta, and as such are stubborn things. 


Previous to 1861 we brought to our shores 
in American bottoms the immigrants who left 
foreign lands for this glorious country. Their 
value to us cannot be overestimated. They 
are coming, thank God! all the time, filling up 
our great cities, covering our prairies, an 
making our western wilderness beautifal. Let 
them come, I say, Chinamen and all. But I 
want to bring them here in American- built 
ships and under the American flag. ~ And let 


1870. 


me tell you that they prefer to come in Ameri- 
can vessels. I happen to know something 
about that from my own experience. I was 
interested in a line of steamers that did not 
compare at all with the iron propellers now 
running to Bremen and elsewhere. One of 
those ships went over to Bremen and brought 


back twelve hundred Germans, and alongside ` 


uf that ship was lying a beautiful iron pro- 


A statement of the number, sex, nationalities, and occupations of passengers arriving in the 
United States from October 1, 1819, to 


„ 1869, which I trust will be carefully read by all: 
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peller which you or I would certainly have 
preferred; but these people preferred to take 
|i the American ship ; they wanted to leave their 
mative country and go to the land of freedom 
‘under the flag of their adopted country. We | 
found no difficulty in filling every ship of that | 


published statistics of immigration from 1820 to 


September 30, 1869. 


: Sex not 
Period. | Males. | Females. stated. Total. | 
: | 
Year ended September 30, 1820.0... .csccssseees EATER E | 6,447 2,680 | 1,184 | 10,311 | 
Year ended September 30, 1821... scceessssccceeees Sess 6,866 1,938 | 2,840 | 11.644 | 
Year ended September 30, 1822. ccc cccccsecescnceeeeee 5,318 | 1,149 2,082 8,519 | 
Year ended September 30, 182)... ccs scsssesseeeeecesecscnsesseeeenenes 5,318 1,044 1,908 | 8265 | 
Year ended September 30, 1824.0... cee soreresressesss 6,253 1,561 1,813 9,627 
Year ended September 30, 1525.0... cccccscccces scesssscacesscessccssees 9.2 3,329 823 | 12,553 
Year ended September 380, 1826 10,218 3,683 57 15,908 
Year ended September 30, 1827 14,165 6,479 1,13 21,777 
Year ended September 30, 182 19,446 10,677 6. 30,18-4 
Year ended September 30, 1820 12,088 5,470 6,105 24,513 
Year ended September 30, 1830 Tl 8,575 18,748 21,837 
Year ended September 30. 1831 15,917 7.3 > 23,880 
Year ended September 30, 1832 85,599 18,752 - 54,351 
Quarter ended December 31, 1832.. 4,691 2,512 100 7,803 
Year ended December 31, 1933... 42,548 17,377 - 59,925 
Year ended December 31, 1834........cccccceseees 40,780 — 180 4,038 67,948 
Year ended December 31, 1835 30,752 17,791 173 48,716 
Year ended December 31, 1836... 51,459 28,689 824 80,972 i 
Year ended December 31, 1837... 53,403 28,7 2,850 84,959 | 
Year ended December 31, 1838... n.sessese ses rsrese seeenes 504 | 14,900 1,755 45,159 | 
Year ended December 31, 1859.00... ...cccsssceccccenesensees 48,200 26,454 | 12 74,666 3 
Year ended December 31, 1StO oc ccccesecs ceesseeen sees 998 33,158 51 92,207 | 
Year ended December 31, 1841... 53,815 33.814 176 87,805 
Year ended December 31, 1842............. 67,124 43,475 `: 381 110,980 
Nine months ended September 30, 1843... 33,172 23,354 3 56,529 
Year ended September 30, 1844.0 oo. ccc cccceecesstesceeae seneensennenens 48,897 867 - 84,764 : 
Year ended September 30, 1845..............:cccsceseecescecececescessscenenes 69,17 49,311 1,406 119,896: 
Year ended September 230, 1846.0.....scscscnecsonscessscnsseeneessesseessees 90.97. 66,77 897 158,649; 
Year ended September 30, 1847.......scasssccesesescssee serssaseseseseesesens 139,167 99,325 990 239,482 
Year ended September 30, 1848 ............cscccssssssecrssesseserecessceseeees 136,128 92,883 472 229,483 
Year ended September 30, 1849.0... .eccssesecceeeecensees 179,256 119,915 512 9,633 : 
Year ended September 30, 1850... seses sosser orsono sesos snnssescsces sesers , 904 113,392 1,033 315,834 
Quarter ended December 31, 1850.. 38,282 27,107 181 65,570 
Year ended December 31, 1851... 245,017 163,745 66 408,828 
Year ended December 31, 1852 235,731 160,174 1,438 397,343 
Year ended December 31, 1853 236,732 164,178 72 400,982 
Year ended December 31, 1854 284, 175,587 | - 460,474 | 
Year ended December 31, 1855 140,181 90,283 12 230,476 | 
Year ended December 31, 1856 135,308 89,188 | = 224,496 
Year ended December 31, 1857 162,767 109,215 ' - 271,982; 
Year ended December 31, 1858 89,786 54,820 300 144,906 
Year ended December 31, 1859... 96,202 58,826 481 155,509 | 
Year ended December 31, 1860..............sssecscssscceveueecsesresceeersens 108,671 70,934 86 179,691 
Year ended December 31, 1861.......0.. cccesccccnssacssecsenescecceesenserens 70,733 41,969 - 112,702 
Year ended December 31, 1802.....ccccccsssccsceccensecececeecesceseeecseees 69,202 , 45,122 139 114,463 
Year ended December 31, 1863.......0.--cssccscecssrescsensccescezecensesers 123,544 76,196 71 199,811 
Xear ended December 31, 186-4.........cescscsccsesssseseessensess enneenees 135,364 86,17 - 221,535 
Year ended December 31, 1865..........cccc.sscccssecccescocensnsses saeceeres 161,355 94,466 81,578 287,399 
Year ended December 31, 1866..........c0ccssccpescesscacee serene sooren cesses 106,762 67,306 185,875 . 359,943 
Year ended December 31, 1867...... 209,406 130,221 , - 339,627 
Year ended December 31, 1868 ................:ssseesseeesoosescessesessaesees | 199,852 126,389 | - 326,232 
First, secOnd, and third quarters, 1869...............cccccsesssssecsees | 218,727 127,819 - 341,546 
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Mgt tse cesses pen tse ca EATA | 4,596,610 | 2,898,838 | 267,231 7,762,679 
Nationalities. _ Brought forward... see seeescsenese B)470, 824 
Great Britain and Ireland............ paeincers sseesetesenseeenees . 32 
Germany, Prussia, and Austria. Mill OE Asesinas eassista sa teniea siian rian a 
Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. Pai ers... nae 
France... MUNLOTS 03.02. -.ese cseseeceeceeceeruencetoee seseenene ere eneens 3 
Switzerl Printers.....cscecsccsccsssssenersessersersrssesssesorseceeers 1,044 
China....... 95,5¢ MuSicians.............sscssccceseesesscsasenaceeeseressreesees EOS 
British No 222,153 | Aotors sae seaee 3 
West Indies.... T WOA | Other ocoupations..ccnseansns 65,130 
pather coun write BRT BT || Not BLOOD cscecs-assaisnanscarovensecctsocnceeran SII 4,211,509 
A epg pee asl | eee eee een ecadecetsia 7,762,679 
Total s.i2cccicstscicdanrent PASEET donseaacenees soap = 1,762,679 || 
: | | FRANCIS A. WALKER, 
Occupations. | Deputy Special Commissioner of the Revenue. 
Laaa I| Now, sir, to pass to another point, we have 
549,665 || iven to the world the finest clippers ever built. 
on ‘| We have furnished models to France and Eng- 
87,513 j land, and to the whole world; models of the 
46,815 |! finest steamers and the fleetest sailing vessels 
1.067 | that ever floated. We have furnished Europe 
ANAS 10,068 |, with improvements in rigging, improvements 
eamstresses and milliners..... 8,067 || in capstans and windlasses, and in everything 
pereymen one ‘on board ship that Yankee ingenuity could 
Artiste. ae 906 | invent to save labor and expense. 
Butchers... 5,947 Before 1861 we built ships for England; we 
gailors. sven 8.646 || built ships for France; we built ships for Aus- 
anuas 4,437 || tria—I suspect that we built ships for Hamburg, 
AWYCTS...esceseseeoee 4,130 || I am not quite positive about that—but I know 
5,113 || we did for Italy. We gave her as fine a war 
Carried forward sssssss+cesssscsssesseeereeerne 3,476,824 || vessel as ever was constructed. It was built | 


‘| they understand their business. 


class with immigrants; and I here wish to have |: ships not only for all these great nations of 


i steamer is that?” 


in my district at Mr. Webb's yard. France has 
to-day one of her best gun-boats which was 
built in this country and sold to France. Our 
Government could not afford to pay the price 
i asked and the French Government took her; 
We have built 


Europe, but we have built them for all the 
principal countries in the world. We have 
built them for China, and there are to-day on 
Chinese waters some of the finest steamers in 


'| the world, which were builtin the United States. 


I wish now to say a word on the question of 
: mail service. We have no mail steamers. Our 
: mails are carried in foreign bottoms. They 
j are carried across the Atlantic in English, 
French, and German steamers. Only a few 
months since there was a question whether the 
American mails could any longer be carried in 
foreign steamers. It was a question whether 
| the Postmaster General would not have to 


: employ naval vessels to carry the mails, be- 


: cause we had no American steamers; but finally 


| there was an arrangement made to carry the 


mails in foreign steamers. I should like to have 


` some gentlemen of this House stand on the 


pier at New York about three or four o'clock 
on some Saturday afternoon. They would see 
a beautiful steamer backing ont from the wharf 


at Jersey City, firing her guns, while flying the 
‘| American flag at her fore peak. You would 


‘ask, ‘‘ What steamer is that? Why, she flies 


| the American flag.’’ “ Oh, yes,’’ I reply, ‘¢ but 
; she isa Cunarder; shecarries the United States 


mails, and therefore she flies our flag.” Then 
you look up the stream,and out comes another 
ship firing her cannon. She, too, flies the 
American flag. You ask, ‘‘ What steamer is 
| that?” The answer is, ‘‘She belongs to the 
| French line, which France subsidizes to the 
| extent of millions every year.” ‘Why does 
| she float the American flag?’’ ‘She also car- 
| ries our mails.’ Then from over at Hoboken 
| there comesanother steamer firing her cannon, 
: and flying the American flag. You ask, ‘ What 


I answer, ‘She belongs 
to the Bremen line, and carries our mails.”! 


; Any gentleman coming from a location distant 


from our commercial centers might naturally 


£ ask, “ Have we no ships to carry our mails? 


Can we not build our own ships?’’ ‘*Yes,’’ 
I answer, ‘‘ we can build our own ships if Con- 
gress will only legislate so as to put the ship- 
builder in the same position in which he was 
in 1861. That is all he asks.” 

Now, let me refer to the cause of the decline 
of our carrying trade and ship-building. Ido 
not wish to dwell upon this question. Every 
gentleman knows that everything entering into 
the construction of a ship costs a great deal 
more money now than it did in 1861. We ask 
for such legislation as will reduce this cost. 
During the war there was a demand upon our 
ship-builders for the construction of vessels 
| for Government service, but at that time oc- 
curred the transition from sail to steam, to 
| which my colleague [Mr. Woop] referred yes- 
terday. Merchants found that by reason of 
| the quicker passage of steam vessels great 
į economy could be effected by using such ves- 
sels instead of sailing vessels for the trans- 
portation of the merchandise and products of 
this country. At that period many of our ves- 
sels passed under the English flag; and I say 
let them stay there. They will do us no good 
if they come back. They cannot transport our 
mails; they cannot compete with the iron pro- 
pellers. Hence I say let them remain there. 
As for any man who deserted the flag of our 
country during our civil war, and preferred to 
go under that of England, I say let him stay 
there; I have no particular desire to bring him 
back; and though I say this, I do not belong 
| to that party which professes to possess par 
excellence the loyalty and patriotism of the 
nation. . 

Prior to 1861 all thé commercial nations of 
the world had begun to see this change and to 
| adopt the propellers, the vessels with auxiliary 
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steam-power. These usc the sail more than 
the side-wheel steamers, and hence their ad- 
vantages. We have neglected ta maintain the 
position we formerly held. The House and the 
country understand that what we need is legis- 
lation that will enable us to build these iron or 


wooden ships so as to compete with Europe. |: 


With proper legislation this can be done. 

The difficulty, I wish it distinctly under- 
stood, is not caused by the high price of labor. 
The evidence of every builder, as embodied in 
the report of the committee, shows that the 
labor question is not the trouble. We are pay- 
ing our men higher wages than are paid in 
Europe 
than oropan laborers. One good mechanic 
in this country, under a good, active ‘‘ boss,” 
is worth two laborers in Europe. 
evidence of every gentleman who appeared 
before the committee. The uniform testimony 
before the committee was that we can build 
iron ships in this country as well as they can 
be built in Europe. If you take the train this 
afternoon, and go to Wilmington, Delaware, 
you will find there in course of construction an 
iron ship of two thousand tons. At that place 


i 
i 


; but American mechanics do more work . 


This is the . 


there have been built for one man twenty iron ` 


steamships and steamboats to run upon the 
Gulf of Mexico. In Boston there have been 
built two as good iron propellers as ever floated 
upon the waters of the Atlantic ocean ; and iron 
vessels have been built in my own city and in 
its environs. The little Monitor was con- 
structed by Mr. Rowland is one hundred days. 
I speak of what I know. Ido not assert any- 
thing that I cannot prove. ` Now, let me refer 
for a moment to the remedy proposed in the 
bill of the committee. It is useless for me to 


point out to this House the immense business | 


that would result from the revival of our ship- - 


building and our navigation; I connect them 
because they are inseparable. 
the House how many busy hands will be put to 
work upon a ship of three thousand tons. 


T wish to show | 


On: 


such a ship there are one hundred and twenty- | 


six thousand days’ work. Such a vessel re- || 
quires three million five hundred thousand |; 


pounds of iron; the machinery would cost 
$110,000. 

Now, gentlemen, you people who are pro- 
tectionists, you people who are free-traders, 


you people who love the interest of the labor- | 


ing men in this country, do you want to send 


| 
| 


i 


money abroad to employ the labor of Europe : 


instead of employing one hundred and twenty: ` 


six thousand busy hands in our own coun- 
try? Ifyou do, then I differ widely from you. 


I believe in building our own ships in our own |j 


ship-yards, and the engines in our own machine- 


shops. 

Much has been said about the tonnage tax. 
I have but a few minutes of my time left, and I 
will leave that question to be explained by the 
chairman of the committee before the House 
will be called upon to vote on it. I am satis- 
fied from what I have heard in this debate that 
gentlemen do not understand it. 
man from Maine (Mr. Lyxcu] showed con- 
clusively that it would put a million of money 
into the Treasury of the Government. 
I have said, I will leave that to be explained 
by the chairman of the committee when he 
comes to close the debate. 

A few words in reference to the proposed 
drawback. I am sure there is not a free-trade 
friend here who will not agree with me it is all 
right to give drawback to the men who are 
engaged in building our ships at home. We 
only propose to do for our ship-builders what 
England and France and every other nation in 
the world are doing for their ship-building. 
Not a dollar is imposed in the way of duty by 
any other nation upon any of the materials 
which enter into the construction of ships. 
Not a dollar is imposed upon anything used 
in the outfit of a vessel during her voyage. It 
is not so with us. We therefore propose to 
allow these drawbacks. . 

We have local taxes in every State. 


But as | 


We. 


The gentle- | 
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have State taxes upon every corporated com- 

pen which owns ships. Who will be bene- 
| ted by the policy we propose? Not the ship- 
| builder alone, Every man who owns a wood 
| lot in any part of the country, every man who 
` owns an iron mine and digs out ore, every man 
who makes pig iron and sends it to market, 
every man engaged in the transportation of 


materials in the country, every man in the |! 


country who does a commission business—all | 


interests in the country alike will be benefited. 


Above all, the laborer and the mechanic will . 


be benefited, the men who work for a dollar , 


and a quarter or two or three dollars a day 
will be benefited. I care more for them than 
for all others. It is proper I should do so. 


I i 


represent a district of laboring men, as does ' 


every member upon this floor from the city of 
New York. That busy city is made up of 
workingmen and mechanics of all grades. I 


care more for their interest than I do for the | 


_ interest of the merchant who would rather have 
free trade in ships and do a fine commis- 
sion business at the expense of the laboring 
people. 

I wish to say a word in reference to this free- 
trade policy. I do not refer to any one upon 
this floor, but to those outside of these Halls. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of War, transmitting to the House copies of 
certain papers relating to the transfer of the 

! buildings known asthe Howard University from 
the Freedmen’s Bureau to the trustees of the 
‘university; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Edueation and Labor, and ordered 
to be printed. 

BENJAMIN F. REYNOLDS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
' laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
‘tary of War, transmitting to the House the 
petition of Benjamin I’. Reynolds, late captain 
of company K, forty-eighth Illinois volunteers, 
for relief; which was referred to the Com- 


HOWARD UNIVERSITY. 


` mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 


- printed, 
BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE. 


| The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 


‘ taid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


_ tary of the Treasury, transmitting to the House 


| 
i 


I do not wish to utter one harsh word against ' 


any one upon this floor. 


in New York city, asking 
of: this bill, and opposing free trade in ships. 


We had sent to this.’ 
House a petition signed by ten thousand men | 
for the passage ~ 


A petition was sent to the Senate from New | 
York city opposing the bill, signed, with afew © 


exceptions, by merchants and others directly 
interested in English ships. My colleagues on 
examination will say who theyare. They were 
not the men who came before our committee 
opposing free trade in ships. They are men 
` who are and were identified with English inter- 
ests, and always opposed to the best interests 
of our own commerce. Theyarethe men who 
are prowling about these 
cannot build our own ships, that we must go to 
Europe and buy them. Some of the pamphlets 
which they have circulated have made unfavor- 
| able impressions upon the minds of some mem- 
| bers, because they have not examined the 
| report of the committee, as they ought to have 


| done. 
i 


: The motto of our party has been in the past, 
and is to-day, free trade and sailor’s rights; 
our party insignias are the goddess of liberty 


| seated in her temple; a full-rigged ship; and : 


sledge. l appeal to you, as Representatives 
: of that party who have always sustained com- 
| merce, to sustain this bill, — 

To you, gentlemen, on the other side of the 
the House, I ask you to remember that in the 
success of ship-building at home lies one of 
| our main elements of strength. You should 


and that it is now paying the price of that fear- 


business in the country. But give them the 
protection that has. been granted by other gov- 
ernments, and in a few years our mails will be 
| carried in our own steamers, our prestige as 
a ship-building people restored, and the Uni 
ted States will have assumed the position 
belonging to her, the greatest maritime nation 
of the world. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired, and the bill goes over till to-morrow. 
‘ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 
examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the 
House of the following title ; when the Speaker 
signed the same: 


‘An act (H. R. No. 1084) to incorporate the 
Washington Market Company. 


alls, and say we |: 


[a letter from the Commissioner of Internal 
| Revenue, inclosing three reports of officers of 
i that bureau ; which was referred to the Com- 
i mitteeof Ways and Means, and ordered to he 
printed. . 

GAUGERS’ INSTRUMENTS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting to the House 
a report by the American Union Academy of 


Literature, Science, aud Art on the subject : 
of saccharometers and gaugers’ instruments; - 


which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


EXPENSES OF POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, | 


: laid before the House a letter from the Treas- 


, urer of the United States, in compliance with ` 
section seven of the act of July 2, 1886, trans- — 


. mitting copies of accounts current “ for ser- 
i 


| vices of the Post Office Department for the years | 


A word in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, to the || 
' Democratic representatives in this Congress. 


t 


the strong arm of the mechanic wielding a : 


i 
] 
q 
| 


not forget the peculiar service rendered by this |, 
department of industry during the late war, | 


i fal scourge with tenfold the sacrifice of any | 


! ending June 30, 1867 and 1868; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 


| 
|| and ordered to be printed. 


| CONTESTED ELECTION-—GRAFTON VS. CONNER. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 


' tested-election case of Grafton vs. Conner, sec- 


| ond congressional district of Texas; which were : 


| referred to the Committee of Elections. 


INVALID PENSIONS. 


May 18, 


laid before the House depositions in the con- . 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, ; 


| laid before the House a letter from the Secre- . 


| tary of the Interior, in reply to a resolution of ` 


: the House of March 29, 1870, relative to reduc- 
i tions and increases of pensions granted by spe- 
i cial acts of Congress; which was referred to 
, the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


i) “LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


' Mr. MOORE, of Illinois, obtained leave of : 
absence till Saturday. ` 


Mr. KELLOGG obtained leave of absence 
i for a week. 


family. 
1 CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


No. 826,) being a bill to,prevent the lapsing 


{ 


the prs -accompanying the same, from 
the Committee on Appropriations, and to 
have the same referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. e3 l 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. BOYD, it was ordered 


. 


| of certain appropriations therein named, and ' 


that the papers relating to the claim of William ` 
| B. Edwards, of Newtonia, Missouri, presented ` 
tothe House during the Thirty-Ninth Congress, ; 
be withdrawn from the files of the House and 


P EEE ae ee 


| Mr. GILFILLAN obtained leave of absence ` 
i| for ten days,.on account of sickness in his ` 


Mr. ARCHER, by unanimous consent, ob- , 
tained leave to withdraw the bill, (H. R. 


y 


4 
i 
“i 
; 
; 
S 


i 


| 


1870. 


— a 


returned to him through his attorneys, San- 
born & King. 
CHANGES ON COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER announced the following | 
ckanges on committees: Mr. WHITMORY, of | 


‘Texas, is excused from further service on the 
Committee oa Invalid Pensions ; Mr. TAYLOR, 
of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Peck, of Ohio, are 
appointed as additional members of the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. CESSNA, from the Committee of Elec- | 


tions, submitted a report on the contested 
election for the fourth district of South Car- 
olina, accompanied by the following resolu- 
tion: 

Reavleed, That A. S. Wallace was duly elected a 
member of the Forty-First Congress from the fourth 
district of South Carolina, and is entitled to the seat 
he claims in this House. 

Mr. CESSNA. I move that the report and 
resolution be printed and laid on the table; 
and | give notice that I shall call up the case 
for action on Tuesday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2053) cou- 
cerning duties on imports; which was read a 
trst and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


NEW YORK ELECTION. 


Mr. COX. Will the Chair allow a dispatch 
to be read announcing the result of the New 
York election ? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make 
the request as a question of privilege? [Laugh- 


ter.] : 

Mr. COX. I should like the House to be 
pat in possession of the result as a matter of 
information. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. We used to have that 
sort of thing done on the other side, somewhat 
to our annoyance. 

The Clerk read the dispatch, as follows: 

New York, May 18, 1870. 
Hon. S. S. Cox, Washington: 
New York State Democratic over fifty thousand 


Tany: A. 0. HALL 
RECESS. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Before 


moving that the House resolve itself into Com- . 


mittee of the Whole on the naval appropriation 
bill, I shall move that the Committee of the 


Whole take a recess from half past four till | 


Falf past seven. 


The question was put on the motion for a ' 
t-vess; and there were, on a division—ayes | 


ti, noes 54. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Cox, and Mr. 
Wasuscen of Wisconsin, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 74, noes 49. 

So the motion for a recess was agreed to. 


CLOSE OF DEBATE. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
that when the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union resumes the consideration 
of the naval appropriation bill all debate on 
the pending paragraph and amendments thereto 
shall close in twenty minutes. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I now 
move that the rales be suspended, and the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the special 
order, the naval appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Enprice in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 1533) making appro- 


I move | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


: Soa, on shore, on special service, and of those on the |! 


GLOBE. 


3089 


priations for the naval service for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1871. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
rose last evening it had under consideration 
the following paragraph of the bill: 

For pay of commissioned and warrant officers at | 


retired list and unemployed, and for mileago or , 
transportation of officers traveling under orders, 


| 

The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasi- 
DURY] moved to amend the paragraph by add- 
ing to it the following : 

Provided, That no money hereby appropriated shall 
hereafter be paid to any officer in the naval service 
of the United States for drawing bills, for receiving 
or disbursing money, or transacting any business for 
the Government of the United Statos; nor shall he 
be allowed servants, or pay for servants, or clothing 
or rations for them, or pay for the same; nor shall 
any allowance be mado to him for rent of quarters, 
or to pay rent for furniture, or for lights or fuel or 
transporting baggage. 


The gentleman from New Hampshire [ Mr. 
STEVENS] moved to amend the amendment by 
adding thereto the following: 


Provided further, That the payment of the thirty- 
three and one third per cent. additional proviced for 
and ordered in and by the general order of the Soc- 
retary of the Navy, dated May 23, 1866, shall be con- 
tinued and paid out of this appropriation to all offi- 
cers of the Navy below the grade of commodore. 

The question is on the amendment to the 
amendment. By order of the House all de- 


bate upon this paragraph will close in twenty 


: minutes. 


: mittee on Appropriations have since the ad- 


| 
| 


Mr. STEVENS. I understand that the Com- 


journment last evening considered and pre- 
pared an amendment fixing the pay of officers 
of the Navy, substantially meeting the condi- 
tions of the amendment offered by me. I 
therefore ask leave to withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

There was no objection ; and theamendment 
to the amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. By the 
instruction of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations, I offer the following amendment te the 
amendment: 


Provided further, That hereafter the pay of officers 
of the Navy shall be annually, in licu of all other 
compenation, as follows: 

he pay of Admiral, $12,000, 

Tho pay of Vice Admiral when at sea, $9,000; when 
on shore duty, $7,200; when on leave of absence or 
waiting orders, $6,000. 


on shore duty, $4,500; when on leave of absence or 
waiting orders, £3,600; when retired, $2,400. 

The pay of commodores when at sea, $5,000; on 
shoro duty, $1,000; on leave of absence or waiting 
orders, $3,000; when retired, $2,250. 

a The ay of captains when at sea, $4,200; on shore 
uty, $3,36 


i 


I would state that this amendment proposes 
a reduction of the pay of the higher grade of 
ollicers from what they have been receiving 
under this thirty-three and one third per cent. 
allowance. It will reduce the pay of the Ad- 
miral some $1,300; of the Vice Admiral, $383; 
ofthe rear admiral, $666; of the commodore, 


i $333; of the captain, $466; and of the leu- 
'' tenant commander, about two hundred dollars. 


But under this amendment all the grades below 
that of lieutenant commander will receive about 
the same pay that they have been receivins 
under the illegal orders of Secretary Welles. 


_ We have made the pay of officers of the Navy 


conform as near as we can make it to the pay 
of Army officers, as fixed by the bill reported 
by General Locan and passed by this Ilouse. 


` I think this is all the explanation which I need 
‘make of this amendment. 


Mr, O'NEILL. I desire to obtain some 
information about this amendment. l under- 
stand that by the amendment submitted by the 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasubuny | 
the sea pay of the oflicers of the Navy, begin- 
ning with the Admiral and going down, is in- 
creased. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. No, sir; 
the pay of the Admiral will not be increased 
over that which he now receives with the thirty- 
three and one third per cent. additional allow- 
ance; butitincreases his pay $2,000 over that 
which he is now authorized to receive by law. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I understand that the pay 


| of the Admiral is to be fixed at $12,000 abso- 
| lutely, being the same pay that is fixed for the 


General of the Army in the bill which passed 
this House some time ago in relation to the 


| Army. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Exactly. 
Mr. O'NEILL. The pay of the Admiral is 


fixed at $12,000 a year under all circumstances, 


`. state about that. 


. increase 


; on leave of absence or waiting orders, :' 


$2.49); when retired, $2,000. ii 


Tho pay of commanders when at sea, $3,500; on 
shore duty, $2,500; on leave of absence or waiting 
orders, $2,100; when retired, $1,500. 

The pay of lieutenant commanders when at sea, 
$3,125; on shore duty, $2,500; on leave of absence or 
waiting orders, $2,000; when retired, $1.7 

The pay of lieutenants when at sea, £2,500; onshore | 


duty, $2,000; on leave of absonco or waiting orders, | 


$1,500; when retired, $1,200. 
The pay of masters when at sea, $2,000; on shore- ; 
duty, $1,600; on Icare of absence or waiting orders, 


i: $1,200; when retired, $1,000. 


| 


| in view the fact that the House has by a very 


The 
shore duty, $1,280; on leave of absence or waiting ' 
orders, $960; when retired, . g : 

And staff ofcers of tho Navy shall receive pay ° 
according to their relative rank, specified in general : 
order of the Navy Department of March 13, 1863. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe that with few ex- 
ceptions the Committee on Appropriations ` 
agree with me that the allowance of thirty- : 
three per cent. is in violation of law, and think 
it desirable that the pay of the Navy should be 
fixed. They have accordingly considered the 
question of fixing the pay so that there shall 
be no question in regard to it. They have had 


decided vote fixed the pay of the Army at cer- 
tain fixed rates, and they have assimilated the 
pay of naval officers to the pay of the Army, and 
you will find that the amendment which I have | 


proposed as far as the committee could do so, 
as made the pay of naval officers conform to 
that of officers of similar rank in the Army, 
according to General Locay’s bill. 


ay of ensigns when “at sea, $1,600; when on `` 


and the pay of the Vice Admiral, and of all 
officers below him down to and ipeluding lieu- 
tenant commanders, is increased absolutely for 
sea service? 

.Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will 
By the amendment which I 
have proposed here the pay of the Admiral is 
$2,000 above that which he is now 
authorized by law to receive; the pay of the 


+ Vice Admiral is increased $2,000; the pay of 


The pay of rear ad mirala when at sea, $6,000; when ; the rear admirals is increased $1,000 over the 


' statutory allowance of pay. But it does not 


increase the pay which they are now receiving 


- with the thirty-three and one third per cent. 
< allowance. 


To illustrate: under this amend- 
ment a rear admiral will receive $6,000, while 
with the thirty-three and one third per cent. 
allowance he receives now $6,666 669; -a 
commodore will receive $5,000, while with the 
thirty-three and one third per cent. allowance 
he gets $5,333 334; and so on in regard to ofli- 
cers of other grades. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Then I understand that for 
the lower grades of naval officers, all below 
lieutenant commanders, this amendment will 
give them what they now receive, or absolute 
pay equal to thirty-three and one third per cent. 
more than the gentleman now says they are 
authorized to receive by law. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin.  Cer- 


tainly. 

Mr. O'NEILL. But there are to be no allow- 
ances? ; 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. No, sir. 

Mr. ARCHER. Is the present allowance 
of rations at sea cut off by this amendment? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Every- 
thing is cut off. 

Mr. ARCHER. Is.it proposed to cut off 
the allowance of traveling expenses, while 
traveling under orders? y . 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Itis not. 

Mr. PLATT. ‘The gentleman states that the 
Committee on Appropriations have tried care- 
fully to bring the pay of officers of the Navy to 
correspond with the pay of officers of the Army 
as fixed by the bill regulating the pay of the 
Army which passed this House some weeks ago. 
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Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PLATT. I desire to say that there was 
a provision in the bill regulating the pay of 
officers of the Army which is of great import- 
ance to the old officers of the Army. I have 
heard nothing of the same kind in the amend- 
ment which has been offered by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. WasaBury] relating to 
the officers of the Navy. 1 refer to the provis- 
ien giving increase of pay for increased length 
of service. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
the amendment I have moved, by instruction 


of the Committee on Appropriations, is exceed- | 
ingly liberal, and I believe that every officer : 


of the Navy will be satisfied with it. 


Mr, PLATT. Is there any provision of that ` 
in relation to. 


kind to which I have referre 


I think © 


increased pay for increased length of service? | 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. There is 
nothing of the kind in this amendment. 
Mr. PLATT. Then an officer who goes into 


service in the Navy to-day will get the same 


pay as an officer of the same grade who has 
been in service for twenty years. And this 
amendment does not make the pay of officers 
of the Navy correspond with the pay proposed 


{Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. MORGAN. 
that I feel called upon by a sense of public 


mittee on Naval Affairs. We hope that com- 
mittee will not omit to occupy themselves in 
the reform and reorganization of the Navy 
itself. It is not the province of the Committee 
on Appropriations to undertake such reorgan- 
ization. 
Navy as they find it upon the statute-book. 
But as between an indefinite and discretionary 
mode of payment and a system of fixed salaries, 
the Committee on Appropriations believe there 
can be no room for hesitation. The latter sys- 
tem, I think, must receive the assent of the 
gentleman from Ohio. 
of pay we have followed the opinion of the 
House as expressed unanimously in reorgan- 


: izing the Army of the United States. We have 


followed the rule adopted in that bill, and 
endeavored to apply it, as far as practicable, 
mutatis mutandis, to the officers of the Navy. 

Mr. HALE. Does this amendment propose 
to cut off all allowances? 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALE. Isubmit to the Committee on 
Appropriations whether it is not fair, where a 


. naval officer is ordered by the Department 


from one place to another, that his actual: 


., traveling expenses should be paid. 
for officers of the Army, at leastin that respect. ; 


I regret, Mr. Chairman, | 


duty to oppose the amendment introduced by | 
the honorable gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. . 


WASHBURN.) It does not come up to the con- 
ditions of the military bill. That bill provided 
for retiring from service about five hundred 
officers of the regular Army. There are now 
in the Navy, adopting a very large estimate, 
only about one thousand officers 


fifty-two, or thereabout. It may be safely said 
that there are not one thousand officers doing 
naval duty. 
two thousand, ow, before we undertake to 
increase ibe pay of officers of the Navy we 


should at least apply to the Navy the same | 


rule which has been applied to the Army by 
the military bill; we should reduce the num- 


ber of naval officers in something like a cor- | 


responding degree, so as to conform to the 
present necessities of the public service. 

I object to this amendment for another rea- 
son. [hold that it is not just to this House 
to spring upon us an amendment of this im- 
portant character, revolutionizing the whole 
system of pay in the Navy, without giving 


members an opportunity to scan carefully its | 


provisions, that they may either support or 
oppose it intelligently. The grand abuse in 


both branches of our service—the military and |: 


the naval—is the number of supernumerary 
officers. I showed yesterday that according to 
the estimate used in the speech of my friend 
from Wisconsin the officers of our Navy num- 
ber about one for every three seamen. I say 
that such a proportion of supernumerary off- 
cers is an outrage upon thecountry. It amounts 
simply to plundering the tax-payers whose con- 


tributions fill the national coffers. Hence I 
oppose the amendment. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I with- 


draw my amendment, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] may renew it. 

Mr. DAWES. Irenew the amendment. I 
wish to state to the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
Morcan] that the question before the House 
is between fixed salaries specified by law for 
our naval officers and a payment of uncertain 
amount to be determined by the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Navy. I submit to the 
gentleman from Ohio that between these two 
systems of payment economy and a fair regard 
to the proper administration of the Navy De- 
partment require us to adopt the fixed-pay 
system. 

The Committee on Appropriations, in report- 
ing this proposition fixing the pay, have not 


attempted to invade the province of the Com- & hand, asks for something more than a million. 


oing naval | 
duty. The number of those at sea and on | 
special service amounts to seven hundred and 


Yet pay is claimed formore than | 


| 
‘| 


; it is desirable that it should be 


_propriations calied for. 


Mr. DAWES. This amendment does not 
cut off such allowances as that. It applies to 
the annual pay only. It is proper that officers 
should be allowed their traveling expenses 
when transferred by order of the Department 
from one place to another. But we do not 
deem it necessary for us to insert in this amend- 
ment a specific provision on that point. 


officers should be deprived of this allowance 


They adopt the organization of the ; 


In fixing the amounts |; 


If it: 
`: should turn out that by any construction naval 


the gentleman will find us ready to coUperate 


with him in adopting a remedy. 
Mr. HALE. That is all I wanted to know 
on that point. 


Mr. DAWES. I think the gentleman from | 


Ohio, when he understands the position of the 


‘ committee, will see that we do provide for a 


reduction of expenses. We propose to estab- 
lish a system of fixed salaries, while we leave 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs the reor- 
ganization of the Navy; and to that work we 
urgently exhort them. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Taskunanimous consent 
that a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 


| addressed to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


with reference to expenses for materials, offi- 


cers, and men for the naval service, be printed | 


in the Globe in connection with this debate. 
The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection 
it will be so ordered. 
There was no objection. 
The letter is as follows: 


Navy Department, May 14, 1870. 
Sır: I beg leave to offer at this time a few sugges- 


tions on the subject of the naval service and its || 


necessary expenses for material, and for officersand 


men, which may, perhaps, throw some light upon a ` 


subject seemingly little understood. 


In the first place, let me say that there can be no : 
fixed proportion between the amount of expendi- | 
: tures for material and necessary purposes and the | 


number of officers and men employed in theservice. 
The officers and men in theservico cost neither more 
nor less than the aggregato of their pay, wages, pro- 
visions, and medical attendance, while the estimates 
and expenditures for material purposes must vary 
each year according to the actual state in which we 
find the Navy material, and the condition to which 
brought, and this 
can be judged by no other standard than that of the 
public safety and necessity. . SR 
The Navy requirements for materials, buildings, 
construction, preservation, and repair of vessels, 
machinery, docks, &e., are absolute, and appropri- 
ations for them are asked for because they are neces- 


i sary for material purposes, be the number of men in 


the service larger or smaller, just as the Army re- 
quirements for fortifications, &c., are considered 
needful, and are ‘estimated for, whether the Army 
by increased or diminished. 


The unexpended balances of appropriations, vary- | 


ing from time to time, make, of necessity, a corre- 
sponding differenee in the estimates and in the ap- 
This difference is likely to 
ead a careless observer into mistake, but the differ- 
ence in the situation is easily understood. 


an unexpended balance of $8,000,000, no further 
appropriation for that purpose is asked for; the 
Navy ordnance having no unexpended balance on 

u 


For : 
instance, there being on hand for Army ordnance : 


_ other, 


it would be a mistake to infer from these facts that 
the Navy is either more expensive or less cevnon- 
ical than the Army. 

It is constantly alleged as matter of complaint 
that there are too many naval ollicers in the service, 
especially of the higher grades, and that the number 
ot officers in these grades is larger than it was before 
the war. . 

This complaint is founded on errorof both fact and 
opinion. 

As matter of fact, the average numberof officers of 
the three highest grades, captains, commanders, and 
lieutenants, for 1858, 1859, and 1860, on the active list, 
was five hundred and eighteen. 

On the 1st of January, 1870, the number of officers 
of the eight highest grades on the active list wag 
four hundred and twenty-one, or ninety-nine less 
than before the war. 

The proportion of officers on the active list to the 
necessities of the service, with the existing number 
and classes of vessels, is about right. 

Our naval organizations are small, and in service 
are largely separated from and independent of each 
Each organization, however small, must he 
complete in itself for every purpose of service, with 
its complement of officers sufficient in number and 


_ experience forevery kind of duty and respons- 


ibility. 

More than one half of the officers on tho active list 
are now actually at sea; but they cannot—no officer 
can or should—remain alwaysat sea. Tho efficiency 
of the service and common humanity alike require 


; that they should have regular relief from their dis- 


tant and dangerous duties. But if this were other- 
wise, still they must come home in the ships which 
carried them out, because the seamen are enlisted 


: for only three years, and must be returned to the 


' equipped nor largely repaired at sea. 


United States for discharge, and their officers must 
come with them. 

There are, however, other reasons why all the 
officers cannot be kept always at sea. 

They are needed for shore duty, duty required by 
law, duty as essential to the efficiency, good order, 
and safety of the Navy as is sen service itself. 

Ships are neither built nor manned nor armed nor 
e Í All the busi- 
ness connected with the building, preserving, and 
repairing of war vessels, with recruiting and enlist- 
ing men, with providing ordnance, means for nav- 
igation, equipment, provisions, clothing, medicines, 
hospitals, &c., must be attended to on land, Hence 
tho necessity of navy-yards and neval stations, and 


' an adequate number of officers and men to manage, 


conduct, and protéct them. 
The education of cadet midshipmen requires its 
quota of both officers and vessels. ` 
Courts-martial and courts of inquiry,composed of 
commissioned officers, as required by law, are as in- 


- dispensable in administering naval law and justice 


as are civil courts in civil affairs. — 
Boards of examination and retiring boards are re- 


| quired by law, and boards of survey and inspection 
| are a constant convenience and necessity. 


Officers are also constantly required and employed 
on otherimportant duty not connected with the sev- 
eral squadrons; some in acquiring a knowledge of the 
signal code; some, under requirements of law, on 
the Light-House Board, with the Coast Survey, the 
Observatory and Hydrographic Office; some, in obe- 
dience to resolutions of Congress, in making sound- 
ings for telegraphic cables, and some in exploring 
the routes of the great interoceanic canal. 

Officers of competent rank, knowledge, and expe- 
rience are required for all these duties, alike by the 
necessities of the service and the provisions of exist- 


; ing laws. 


Whether they are engaged in active duty or wait- 


: ing orders, justice and sound policy concur in requir- 


ing, what existing laws also require, that the pay of 
naval officers shall to some extent continue. If this 
were not common justice, it would be at least com- 
mon prudence. No maritime and naval Power has 
ever been, or ever will be, guilty of the folly of turn- 


: ing its naval officers adrift the moment thcir cruise 


is ended. . , 

Navy officers fit for important commands require 
the training and experience of years, and cannot bo 
obtained at a moment’s notice, nor be called into 
existence by proclamation, any more than can ships, 
dock-yards, arsenals, or ordnance, none of which can 
be legislated into being, even upon the spur of rebel- 
lion or invasion. , 

It must not be forgotten that a ship of war, armed, 
equipped, manned, and officered for efficient service, 
is the combined result of much labor, skill, science, 


training, discipline, and experience, produced by slow | 


processes, and organized with care. 

We are claiming to be a great naval Power; and 
yet, while the necessity for a naval force commmensu- 
rate with our commerce and rapidly extending ter- 


ritory and trade becomes daily moreand moreurgent, | 


we are apparently forgetful of or indifferent to the 
fact that ships and naval organizations cannot be 
extemporized like regiments, but are, as I have said, 
the growth and product of long-continued industry 
and skill. , , 

I beg leave to remark, in thisconnection, that mor- 
chantsteamers, whether of iron or wood, built as they 
now are in this country, can be of little valuein tima 
of war, exceptas privateers. As such they would ba 
terrible foes to the enemy’s commerce. But they 


cannot encounter war ships, for they are not built to 
carry heavy batteries nor to resist the action ofheavy ' 


shotor shell. While, therefore, they would for many 

purposes form a valuable auxiliary of our force, they 

cannot be relied on as the main body of the Navy. 
Tf we are to have a navy, if our naval vessels are 


oxpected to encounter hostile ships, we must, as for- yi 


merly, have ships of corresponding s1z0 and force to 
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meet them, as well as officers and seamen equal in 
training and skill with those of the enemy. 
Meanwhile it would undoubtedly be a wise econ- 
omy in time of peace to use, as far as possible, small 
vessels in the service, as these may be employed with 
small crews, and distributed more widely would ful- 
fiil, with the smal! force allowed, more nearly the 
requirements of the naval service. 
ut we have very few small ships worth repairing; 
and thus the force allowed is now concentrated, more 


than should be the case, in the larger ships, and at | 


remote paints. a 

But assuredly this is not the fault of the Adminis- 
tration. Let the needful means and authority be 
given, and proper ships of each class will follow as 
soon as industry and skill can produce them. 

There is some suggestion that we have too many 
navy-yards along our coasts. But all naval prepar- 
ation must have regard to the needs of war as well 
asof peace. Should we engage in a maritime war 


the folly of having but one naval station ona long ` 


line of Atlantic coast would, I think, become evident 
to the most careless observer. We should then find 
the need of yards in favorable situations in order to 
multiply facilities in different latitudes for the shel- 
ter and for the building, repairing, and fitting out 
of ships, and for the defense of our maritime towns 
and harbors. 


j 


One of the most pressing present needs is for more , 
dry-docks. If these be denied, und we are to have `. 


no permanent improvements in our yards on the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts, we should, at least, have 


the means and authority to build a floating dock ` 


which could, if need be, go to sea and besent to Key i: 


West or some other convenient point to savo the ex- 
pense of time and money consumed by sending every 
ship that needs repair, however slight, tosome north- 
ern yard. Such adeck would save its cost ina single 
year. . 

Building material should also be stored up, par- 
ticularly timber, for seasoning, (of which not astick, 
not a knee, is now on hand.) and tho building of 
poweriul cruising ships should be commenced us 
soon as the material can be procured. 

We require also to be provided with heavy ord- 
nance, with guns equal to any that can be found in 
European naval batteries. 

Naval guns of large caliber, e. Z., the eleven or 
fifteen inch guns, have been proved to beamong the 
best, ifnot the very best, yet produced. Not one has 
ever burst in action. 


The muzzles of two of them | 


were broken off at the bombardment of Fort Fisher; ; 


not. 


could not stand the consequent vibration. They 
have always stood the extreme test -of constant 
firing. 

Gu , 
should be cast and in readiness for use as rapidly as 
circumstances will permit. : 

The submarine torpedo was found during the late 
rebellion to be of immense importance for both 
offensive and defensive purposes. Torpedoes and 
torpedo schools and. practice have been already 
adopted into Haropean naval service, and we must 
keep pace with them and be prepared to use, as well 


as to encounter, this new and formidable instrument | 
of warfare. A wise economy requires that adequate | 


means be provided for this purpose. 

I have made these brief suggestions, most of them 
already alluded to in my annual report, and all of 
them lying on the surface of the subject, for the pur- 
pose of representing some of the necessities of the 
naval serviee, and of answering some of the most 


common mistakes of thoge who are in the habit of |; 


complaining of its administration and expenses, 

do not expect to satisfy those, if any such there 
be, who wish to be discontent, but only those who 
desire that the power of our Government shall be 
recognized abroad and its dignity maintained, and 
that the spirit of our institutions shall be felt for 
good on foreign shores. 


with a long coast line, an enterprising people, and 
large commercial interests, must constantly accept 
foreign relations, obligations, and duties the most 
important and difficult, and sometimes dangerous, 
we are yet without adequate means of illustrating 
our principles or of enforcing a foreign policy. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GORGE M. ROBESON, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Hon. G. W. Scorrenp, Chairman Committee on Naval : 


Affairs, House of Representatives. 
Mr. VOORHEES. I have not given my 


attention closely to the details of this bill, and | 
Ido not rise for the purpose of discussing them. | 


ns of this character are produced slowly, and | 


Such I would respectfully || upon which to apply all the economy under 


remind that while our nation, proud and progressive, | 


however, from any weakness in the guns, but | 
because they fitted too tightly in the port-holes, and |; 


My object is rather to put in a general dis- : 


claimer of sympathy with the purposes which 
appear to actuate many gentlemen in connec- 
tion with this bill. 
rules were suspended and all special orders 
postponed in order to allow the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] to bring forward 
the business intrusted to his hands, it was with 
me a matter of wonder whether it was his pur- 
pose at this time to support the Administration 
‘orto play the role of economy. I find he is 
attempting to play the latter role, and if I had 
any assurance from his former conduct that 
he was in earnest and would stick to it for any 


When, the other day, the | 
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length of time himself, I might be seduced into 
the attitude of a follower; but, inasmuch as I 
have had previous assurance of his conduct on 
that subject, Iam left entirely independent to 
judge of this measure on its own merit. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, of all the officers em- 
ployed by this Government, as far as my knowl- 
edge extends, those poorest paid are in the 
naval service. We occupy the amazing atti- 
tude here to-day of proposing to economize 
upon the officers of the Navy, although we 
have increased our own pay since the war 
closed. These men who were afloat in the 
midst of the storm of theelements, and passed ` 


: through all the perils of the war, are to have 


their pay, according to the policy of the House, 
diminished, while our own pay is increased. | 
I have no sympathy with the purpose of this . 
bill in that respect. I do not believe they get 
any too much. Ido not believe they get too | 


_ much, and I will not vote to abate the pay of 


haval officers of the country one cent. Nor 
have I any sympathy with the detraction which 


: gentlemen have uttered against them in regard 


to their services. Had it not been for the 
Navy, with its blockade, the rebellion would 


‘now have been raging, or else victorious. 
_ When gentlemen attack the Navy for not hav- 


i itol. 


, never caught him. It is no just illustration of | 
‘ the Army that they did not capture him; nor | 


i: in the Navy there was one officer to eight men. 
| That is true, no doubt, as he stated it. 

it true? Because in time of peace we reduce |: 
We can recruit |: 


SS 


| cers very much. 


| 


I 


| 1 always listen with pleasure, give as an illus- 
| tration of his position a fact which seemed to 


ing caught the Alabama on the high seas I 
might retort by asking why the Army did not | 
capture Mosby within thirty miles of the Cap- , 


had only the hills within sight of the Capitol ` 
in which to hide himself. and yet the Army 


is it any just illustration of the Navy that it | 
did not capture the Alabama, when she had 
all the seas of the earth to wander in. They 
both did their duty meritoriously, and with . 
credit to the country. 

Let me refer to one other thing. I heard the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Locan, } to whom 


strike the House with amazement. He said 


Why is 


the number of our seamen. 
seamen when war breaks out, but we cannot ! 
recruit officers. We have to keep them over | 
from war to war. 
now to man the vessels we should have to keep 
up in time of war. | 


all the world before him where to choose. 
He has every field of action in this Government 


the power given to him by this House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentleman 
from Indiana allow me to ask him a question? | 
Mr. VOORHEES. I will, if I have time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time 
has expired. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The fact to which : 
I desired to call attention was that during the 


war we recruited some of our best naval officers |: 


from our merchant vessels. | 
The question recurred on the amendment to 
the amendment. 7 


The committee divided; and there were— : 
i| ayes 63, noes 7; no quorum voting. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, demanded | 


tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. WASHBURN, of 
Wisconsin, and Mr. Morean were appointed. | 
Mr. SCOFIELD. . The last clause, as modi- | 
fied by somebody, has changed the pay of offi- | 
I do not think it is perfectly | 
understood. l 
The CHAIRMAN. Debateis not in order. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I hope the amendment 
will not be adopted, as itis different from what 
it was understood t0 be. 


The Alabama had the whole high seas ` 
. of the world in which to wander, while Mosby 


| Mr. CONGER. 


We have not enough officers |: 


A word in reply to the gentleman from Mas- | ta hab amendment: 


! sachusetts, the chairman of the committee, 
| [Mr. Dawes,] in regard to economy. He has 


ers reported—ayes 96, noes 20. 
So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 


Mr. CONGER. I move the following amend- 
ment: 

| | Provided further, That all demands, claims, and 
; items of account against these naval appropriations 
, Shall be decided, adjusted, and settled by the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury according to law, 
and their adjudication shall be final, execpt in cases 
where provision is made for an appeal tothe judiciary, 
and no payment of the money hereby appropriated 
shall be made at the Treasury, nor eredit admitted, 
to adisbursing officer for allowances made on the 
approval or order of any ofiicer of the Government, 
wa such allowances are expressly autborized by 
aw. ` 


Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Chairman, I rise toa 
point of order. The point is this: that that 
amendment involves new legislation. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the same 
opinion with regard to this amendment as he 
expressed last night—that it is not in order. 

. Mr. CONGER. It has been modified since 
last night. 

The CHAIRMAN. Bat not so modified as 
‘to change its character. The Chair considers 
i that it is new and independent legislation. 

Mr. HALE. Ihavean amendment to offer 
_which I shall send to the desk to be read, 
merely remarking that the Committee on 
Appropriations have no objection to it. 

' Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. As has 
' been stated by the gentleman from Maine, we 

have no objection to the amendment he is now 
' offering, and hope it will be adopted. 


The committee again divided ; and the tell- 
| 


‘. The Clerk read as follows: 


And provided further, That nothing in this bill 
: shall give to any staff officer any amountof pay larger 
: than shall be received by any line officer of corre- 
: sponding rank. 
I raise the point of order 
that this is new legislation. 
| Mr. SCOFIELD. If the Chair will permit 
me, I would remark that that is a limitation 
: upon the amendment already adopted, and is 
: designed, I suppose—as I have not conferred 
with the gentleman from Maine—to remove 
the objection which I raised to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendment offered 


j: is.clearly. within the rule. 


The question was put on Mr..Haue’s amend- 
ment to the amendment; and it was agreed to. 
' The question recurred on the adoption of the 
‘ amendment of Mr. Wasasunn, of Wisconsin, 
i as amended. 

Mr. PLATT. I desire to make an addition 
Not having the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Wisconsin before 
me, I do not know at what point precisely it 
will come in; but if adopted the Clerk can 
insert it at the proper place. I move to amend 
the amendment by adding the following words : 


And that all officers below the rank of admiral 
shall be paid, in addition to their pay proper, ten per 
cent, on the pay proper for every five years of 
service, i 


Mr. Chairman, I desire to say 
‘The CHAIRMAN. Debate 1s exhausted on 
this paragraph. The gentleman can only offer 
his amendment. j : 
The question was puton Mr. PLATT’ S atuend- 
ment; and it was disagreed to. 
The question recurred on the amendment of 
! Mr. Wasuzpurn, of Wisconsin, as amended ; 
: and it was agreed to. i 
The Clerk read as follows: i 
For pay of the potty officers, soamen, ordinary 
seamen, landsmen, and boys, including men for the 
engincers’ force, eight thousand five hundred men, 
at an average pay of'$300 cach per annum, $2,550,000. 
Mr. SARGENT. Iofferthe following amend- 
ment: Vie i 
In line fourteen, page 1, strike out “cighty-five 
hundred ” and insert ** ten thousand.” 
‘Mr. Chairman, the amendment which I pro- 


| pose raises the number of seamen in the Navy 


li from eighty-five hundred to ten thousand. The 


: estimates coming from the Department were for 


l: twelve thonsaiid men. The number established 


! by the previous appropriation bill is eighty-five 
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hundred. The Department complained that with 
this number of men it was impossible to relieve 
the ships that came from foreign stations after 
their three year’s cruise was up, and that it was 
impossible to keep the Navy at sea unless a 
larger number than eighty-five hundred men 
were allowed. 

There are in the British navy sixty-three ` 
thousan l seamen. We allow by this bill less 
than one seventh of that number, certainly a 
most inadequate force. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] last night, in reply 
to the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Hate, | 
asked him, as if there was great force in the | 
inquiry, whether it was intended also to assim- | 
ilate our Army to the British army or the con- | 
unental armies, because we ask that the Navy ' 
shall be kept on some respectable footing. I 
will say to the gentleman that our armies never 
come into competition with the European 
armies. Under no conceivable circumstance 
will they meei in battle. We never shall send 
our armies across the Atlantic, nor will their 
armies ever invade this continent so as to come 
into conflict with ours. But our Navy meets 
the navies of the world in every sea. Here is 
our point of contact with other Powers; and 
we are compelled, if we would not go to the 
wall in case of a foreign war, if we would not be 
insulted, if we would not have our flag degraded 
by thos: who may see fit to make aggressions 
upon us, to show our national power through | 
our Navy, as our arm of offense and defense : 
for the protection of American rights and dig- 
nityabroad. It is because we do come in con- 
tact with foreign navies that we want to keep 
up something like a decent Navy ; and there 
is no argument in saying that for the same | 
reason we should keep up a standing army of 
half a million men, ike France, Austria, or 
Prussia. We need no such army; moreover, ` 
we could in three months, if necessary, raise ` 
an army of half a million men to defend our | 
soil. But how long would it take to build a : 
navy that would compete with the navies even | 
of the third-rate Powers of Europe, which have ` 
in their yards and scattered over the world 
navies three times the magnitude of our own? 

Now, when England has sixty-three thousand 
men for her navy, is it extravagant in the De- | 
partment to ask that we should have less than 
one sixth of that numberof men? Thegentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes,] in | 
making his comparison yesterday, said that 
our Navy cost per man $600, while the Eng- | 
lish navy cost per man sixty dollars. If Ihad | 
time I would show that he was mistaken in all | 
his figures. Wherein does the admitted large || 
proportionate cost of maintaining our Navy |; 
consist? It is in our large number of officers | 
rather than in the number of seamen that are 
necessary to keep our ships afloat. Double | 
the number of your seamen arid you will not i 
much increase the cost of keeping up the Navy. | 

But the gentleman said in his remarks last : 
night that the cost of the English navy per 
man was sixty dollars. I say that the English `; 
navy floats sixty-three thousand seamen, and |! 
their expenditures this year are equivalent to |; 
$60,000,000 in greenbacks, which is $952 per 
man, and that he cannot deny. Our own Navy 
costs per man, paying our sailors, as we do, |: 
more generously, with our eight-hour law and |! 
the double cost of material, with the fact that | 
we let our ships rot to pieces before we repair | 
them, and thereby by accelerating their decay | 
increasing the cost of putting them in repair, | 
while England keeps all her vessels in constant 
repair, her numerous sailors repairing every 
rope and polishing every bolt, less than double 
that amount. The relative cost, with all these 
elements of disadvantage, is less than two to 
one, instead of ten to one, as he asserts. 
Again—— 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I rise to 
oppose the amendment. The number of men 


i 


| war anywhere on the horizon. | 
Department asked if they could not have an | 


| four hundred and ten men. 


authorized by law for the Navy is eighty-five 
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hundred. The estimate of the Navy Depart- 
ment is for an increase, soas to make the num- 
ber twelve thousand men. The Committee on 
Appropriations decided that there is no neces- 
sity for an increase in the force of the Navy in 
time of profound peace, with not a speck of 
The Navy 


increase of thirty-five hundred men that they 
might have an increase of fifteen hundred men. 
Thecommittee, after due considerAtion,determ- 
ined that there was no necessity for this addi- 
tional force at this time. 
commerce anywhere. 
in commission that are necessary to protect our 
commerce, and it is the opinion of the com- 
mittee that no increase is necessary. 

Mr. O’NEILL. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man a question. 
of harsh criticism on the Navy Department 


from the commencement of this session by 


the Committee on Appropriations and others. 
Now, I want the gentleman to tell me in all 
frankness if the estimates made by the Navy 
Department were not all based upon the in- 
crease of the Navy which they ask? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Yes; they 
were all based on a force of twelve thousand 
men. 

Mr. O'NEILL. That is what I want to have 
stated. Their estimates were based on an 
increase from cighty-five hundred to twelve 
thousand men, and hence the increase in their 
estimates. The estimates would have been less 
had the Department not asked for the increase 
of men. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I did not 
yield for a speech. I yielded only to allow the 
gentleman to ask a question. Let us havea 
vote on the proposition. 

Mr. MYERS. If the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia will withdraw his amendment I will 
renew it. 

Mr. SARGENT. I withdraw it. 

Mr. MYERS. Irenew the amendment, Mr. 
Chairman. I have been a great deal pained at 
the course of the discussion on this foor with 


| reference to the Navy Department by several 


members of the Committee on Appropriations. 


This amendment gives the Navy ten thousand |; 
There are only eighty-five hundred pro- |. 


men, 
vided for by the bill. A few days ago the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, 


| who had been among the most zealous for the 


tariff bill, asked that we should lay it aside to 
get at the business of the country, and that, as 
one of the most pressing necessities of the 


country, we should pass the proper appropria- ` 
tions for the various Departments; yet the ` 
Committee on Appropriations in this bill, as I. 


suppose they will in all these bills, led by the 


two distinguished gentlemen from Massachu- || 
setts and Wisconsin, [Mr. Dawes and Mr. : 
WASHBURN, | are cutting down the appropria- | 


tions not only below the demands of the De- 
partment but below the absolute necessities of 
the service. 
for the discussion of this important question; 


|| but let me say here at the outset, and I ask the 
| attention of the committee to it, we have in com- 
mission afloat three first-class vessels needing | 
: fifteen hundred men, eight second-class vessels 


needing twenty-eight hundred men,twelve third- 
class vessels needing three thousand men, and 
seventeen vessels of the fourth rate requiring 
twenty-one hundred men. The proper comple- 


ment for those vessels alone would be ninety- | 


four hundred men. To that add three hundred 


men for five receiving-ships, four hundred and | 
| ten for the Sabine, on special service—and she 


ought to have five hundred—and three hundred 
for the practice squadron, making ten thousand 
It is a fact that the 
Miantonomah will have to go out of commis- 


| sion in a few days in order to the supply of | 


men for one or two other vessels, the Plymouth 
and Shenandoah, which must be put into com- 
mission; and to the great discredit of our flag, 


We have littleor no | 
We have allthe vessels | 


There has been a great deal - 


I regret that my time is so limited | 


unless the law be exceeded, we cannot relieve 
a vessel on a foreign station without first send- 
ing her home, discharging the men, and ship- 
ping men anew for another vessel. With such 
a deficiency of men I know not how we shall 
fit out the ships now under repairs which are 
| called for in our several squadrons. 
The gentleman did nothing last night, in my 
: judgment, but eudeavor to throw contempt 
upon the Navy. He sought to compare the 
expenses of our Navy with the British navy, 
man for man. Has he forgotten that but the 
other day he was loudest among us of the pro- 
tection school here against the competition of 
pauper labor in Europe with our labor? Hag 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. Wasupurn | 
i forgotten that but yesterday he spoke in favor 
of giving drawbacks for the benefitof American 
commerce? The former knows, and so argued 
. then, that ourlaboris paid more than twice as 
well as labor abroad is paid. The gentleman 
‘from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasusurn] knows that 
materials for ships abroad are far cheaper than 
| in this country, and wishes, as L do, to protect 
n our ship-builders from such competition. In 
France ordinary labor for navy-yards can be 
|| obtained for one franc or one anda half francs 
per day, and skilled labor can be obtained for 
five franes per day. In England ordinary labor 
can be obtained for two shillings per day, and 
skilled labor for five to seven shillings per day. 
In the city of London alone there are eighty 
: thousand skilled workmen out of employment. 
On the question of expense it will not do for 
him to compare our Navy, man for man, with 
. the English navy. The argument is entirely 
unfair. A word now in the same connection 
as to the relative pay of seamen in the two 
countries. [Here the hammer fell.] I will 
. speak it, then, at some other stage of this bill. 
Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Myers] has arraigned me be- 
fore upon this subject, and has to-day added 
‘ nothing to his indictment. And if I were able 
at that time to answer it, I shall now let it pass. 
I wish now, however, to say to the gentleman 
from California, [Mr. SARGENT,] as well as 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
. Myers, ] that I spoke last night from the figures. 
The gentleman from California misunderstands 
the figures. I stated that in our Navy it costs 
‘| for repairs, to keep the vessels at par, $600 
i| per man. I had before me the statement of 
i| Admiral Porter to the Committee on Appro- 
'| priations to that effect—that it costs $600 per 
| man. Then I took the estimates for repairs 
‘in the British navy, by which it appears 
that it cost but sixty dollars per man. The 
gentleman divides the whole cost of: the Navy, 
including the amount necessary for the sup- 
| port of the Navy, by the number of men. That 
is where he makes his mistake. If he tried 
our estimates by that rule he would find this 
result: take twelve thousand men as the basis 
for our estimates, including the officers, and 
| the cost per man is $2,350 50 for every man 
| in the Navy, while upon the same calculation 
I 


| 


| 
; the British navy would cost but $790 per man. 
Now, I am willing to allow all that the gen- 
_ tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Myers] desires 
i; me to allow for the difference of currency and 
| the difference in wages, and for every other 
| legitimate difference. I have still to ask him, 
as I asked last night, for some explanation of 
this vast difference in the administration of 
naval affairs. It is of that which I complain ; 
that, for the $14,000,000 average appropria- 
tions for the lastten years, exclusive of the war, 
for the benefit of the Navy of the United States, 
i| so little has beenaccomplished. Itisa reproach 
i| to the administration of our Navy ; not to this 
political Administration, or to any other polit- 
ical Administration, but to the administration 
of the Navy, that with these appropriations 
from year to year the Navy finds itself in that 
deplorable condition which has been described 
here by its special advocates at this time. 

i) Congress has determined that eighty-five 
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hundred men are enough for our Navy. Baut 
the Navy Department insists upon disregard- 
ing that legislative limit, and have made their 
estimate for twelve thousand men. They have 
made their estimates for matters to enable 
them to carry out their plans in regard to the 
Navy without authority of law ; and they make 
complaint here that the Committee on Appro- 
priations have by this bill cut down their esti- 
mates from $24,000,000 to $16,000,000, when 
we have only made them to conform to the 
law of the land. We have only said to them 
that Congress proposes to adhere to its policy 
in regard to the Navy; that a small, efficient, 
well-equipped, and well-manned Navy is bet- 
ter than a large Navy going to decay, dilap- 
idated, and out of repair. 

[Here the bummer fell. ] 

Mr. MYERS. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. O’NEILU. I renew the amendment, 
and yield to my colleague, [Mr. Myers. ] 


Mr. MYERS. Mr. Chairman, when Í pro- : 


pounded my inquiry to the chairman of the 


Committee on Appropriations [Mr. Dawes] . 


I really desired him and his committee to con- 
sider the point. I did not expect he would sit 
down without replying; that looks as though 
he had no reply. I say to him now his calcu- 
lation that the British navy costs but sixty 
dollars per man is very far from correct. 
Though I have not time to go into details, I 
have shown that the disparity between our 
naval expenses and those of England results in 
great part from the disparity between the prices 
of labor and materials in the two countries. 
In the British navy, which cost £10,476,253 in 
1867-68, equaling $60,000,000 then in our cur- 


| excess of theamount appropriated to the Navy 
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repeat. In order to earn popularity for econ- 
omy we fail to make sufficient appropriations. | 
We do not listen to those who have charge and | 
especial knowledge of the needs of the several | 
Departments, but set up our judgment against : 
theirs; and hence we are obliged to come in | 
here year by year making appropriations for 
deficiencies. A careful scrutiny is right. That 
is our duty, I go as far as any man for this; 
but experience proves we are continually over- 
doing this duty. 


In conclusion, let me make tothe gentleman ` 


from Ohio [Mr. Morean] who spoke yesterday - 


a single statement, which may serve as a reply | 


to the incorrectness of his speech. He erred 
to the extent of $3,000,000 when he spoke 
about this bill; and it was just at the point 
where, from his hour’s speech, he declined to 
allow me a moment’sinterruption. He said this | 
bill appropriates more than a million dollars in | 


Department last year. He was ignorant, evi- : 


| dently, that when we made our appropriations 


last year there were already over $2,000,000 
on hand; and as is known to himself and tothe 
chairman of the committee, the bill as reported 


: by me from the conference committee appro- 
- priated $2,000,000 more for deficiencies in the 


` current fiscal year, ending June 80, 1870. 


The: 


. present bill appropriates $16,641,845, against ` 


t 
1 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


‘| more correct in his comparisons. 


rency, and estimated this year at $54,000,000, ;' 


against $16,641,845 proposed by this bill before 


- those gentlemen, but will give us ten thousand | 


us, a seaman gets as pay $145 in gold, and ` 


rations amounting to forty-five dollars; making ` 


a total of $190 in gold. Inthe American Navy 


a seamen gets twenty dollars per month, or. 
$240 a year in currency, and rations equal to | 
$109 50, an aggregate of $350 in currency | 


against $190 in gold. The disparity, as Ihave 
already shown, is still greater in the price of 
labor. Gentlemen constantly forget that our 
navy-yards are being run upon the eight-hour 
principle. 
resulting from this is not taken into account. 


i Us. 


Permit me to ask what is the great wrongin | 


the Navy Department or any other Department |; 


comingto Congressand making estimates? The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] 
seems to think it a crime for the Department 
to vary in its new estimates from the appro- 
priations that may be made in any particular 
year. We are constantly changing our rates 
in tariff and tax bills as experience suggests 
the propriety of new legislation. Yet when 
the Navy Department submits to this House 
estimates based upon the skill of men educated 
during a lifetime in naval matters the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations in 
his wisdom sets himself against all such author- 
ities ; he knows more than Army, Navy, and all 
other officers of the Government. 


Last evening the gentleman underfook to | 


tell the House that the Navy Department, year 


after year, has antagonized the legislative | 


power, has come in here with new estimates; 
that it has committed the gross ron’ of ask- 
ing appropriations for deficiencies. e knows 
TA year after year there have been deficiency 

ills. 
over four million dollars; in 1867 there was a 
deficiency bill of over eleven million dollars; 
in 1868 a deficiency bill of over seventeen mil- 
lion dollars; in 1869, a deficiency bill of over 
twenty-three million dollars; and this has ever 
been our experience. The Navy Department 
has asked for comparatively a small part of 
these deficiency appropriations. Why does 
not the gentleman charge the other Depart- 
ments of the Government with doing wrong in 
coming here for such appropriations? These 
deficiency bills are reported because of the 
wrong which the gentleman proposes now to 


In i866 there was a deficiency bill of | 


‘! sent to Congress some time ago, stated this 
‘increased number to be necessary, and gave 
, the reasons. 

atlas : wat ) _ I suppose every member who cares to read it 

e loss of one fith against us | 


| drawn, if we want to diminish the Navy we | 
now have, let us say so to the Secretary and `i 


$21,821,000 required for the service of the cur- | 
rent fiscal year, yet the gentleman refused to 
allow me to make this correction. His error 
in that one item illustrates how wrong he was 
generally in his speech; and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is scarcely 
I hope the ` 
Committee of the Whole will not be misled by 


men for our Navy. . 

Mr. SCOFIELD. The Navy at present em- 
braces eighty-five hundred men. The amend- 
ment of the gentleman from California proposes 
to add fifteen hundred to that number. The 
Secretary of the Navy, in a communication 


The letter has been printed, and 


has done so. Thequestion rests entirely with 
If we want to keep afloat as many vessels- 
as we have now we need these additional fif- 
teen hundred men. If we want to take some | 
of them from the ocean and lay them up, then 
let us say so. If we can withdraw a portion | 
of the fleet from the Mediterranean, from the 
East, from the Pacific, or from the- Atlantic 
coast, if we do not need them, then let that 
be done. It is entirely a question within the 
discretion of Congress. There is no need for 
scolding about the Navy Department or any 
officer of the Navy Department. If we want 
this service let us say so in good nature. If, 
on the other hand, we want some ships with- : 


officers of the Navy. 


The same remark might be made about the |: 


complaint of the number of officers in the | 
Navy. I sat here last night and heard some of 

the very men who advocated, and if I mistake ; 
not who voted for the present law, which fixes 
the number of ‘officers in the Navy, complain 
of the large number of officers we have in the į 
Navy and the very little service we had for: 
them todo. It is the same problem all coun- 
tries have had to solve, that is, how we may 
have ready a large navy in time of war, while 
we shall have a navy economically adminis- 
tered in time of peace. We have just emerged 
from agreat and protracted war, in which we 
had to use a considerable navy, involving the | 
employment of many vessels and a large num- 
ber of officers. Now, if we wish to pass a bill 
to turn out the officers in the Navy we now 
have, after enticing them from other business, 
and after having made them, from the very. 
nature of their service, almost unfitted for any | 
civil employment by which to support them- | 


selves and families ; if we wish to turn out these 
| men who have done such gallant service for 
| the country, let us say so, and let us say so 
i explicitly ; but do not let us get up here like 
| scolds and complain because these men hold 
| office to-day under the law, and because we 
! have not cnough for them to do. In time of 
: war we would have enough and more than 
- enough for them to do; but in time of peace we 
have not. ` 

Gentlemen say there are so many down here 
at the navy-yard, and so many at the Obser- 
vatory, and so many on duty at the Navy De- 
partment. Tobe sure; where else would you 
put them’? War called them into existence, 
and in order to carry out the wise political 
maxim that in time of peace we should be 
prepared for war these naval oflicers have 
been continued. If they do not do this duty, 
which must be done by somebody, are they to 
remain idle and grow indolent? <As I have 
said, you have enticed them away from other 
. occupations, where, perhaps, they might have 
been more prosperous. You have placed them 


` here, and now if you wish to turn them out do 
"so; but do not scold at them all the time as if, 


: instead of being graduates of your Naval School, 
' they were so many graduates of the peniten- 

tiary. If we do not wish to have these men, 

let us direct the Secretary of the Navy to call 
: some of our squadrons home and lay up the 
ships to rot, so that the next war shall find us 
weak and unprepared for naval conflict. If 
we wish to do this unwise thing, let Congress’ 
manfully take the responsibility; but do not 
let us make the present Secretary of the Navy 
the scape-goat for all the ills to which the 
Republic may now be subject. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I believe 
the committee understands this question, and 
I therefore ask for a vote. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 36, noes 64; no quorum voting. 

Mr. MYERS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Myers and 
Mr. Dawes were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and there 
were—ayes 41, noes 72. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
: to add the following: 

For contingent expenses of the Navy Department, 
125,000. 


I move 


Mr. Chairman, the amount of the estimate 
was $150,000; but it does not appear in the 
bill, because we had no details specified for 
which this money was deemed necessary. We 
find on inquiry that among the items for which 
this appropriation is asked are rent and furni- 


ture of all buildings and offices not in navy- 


yards; expenses of all courts-martial, courts 
of inquiry, boards of investigation, examining 
boards, with clerks and witness fees and trav- 
eling expenses and costs ; stationery and record: 
ing; all expenses of purchasing;paymasters’ 
offices at the various cities, including clerks, 
furniture, fuel, stationery, and incidental ex- 
penses; newspapers and advertising; all for- 
eign postage, whichis very large; all telegraph- 
ing, foreign and domestic; mail and express 
wagons, and livery and express feesand freight; 
all books for the use of the Navy; lawyers’ and 
experts’ fees and costs of all suits; all com- 
missions, warrants, diplomas, and discharges; 


: relief of vessels in distress and pilotage; re- 


. covery of valuables from shipwrecks; care and 
: transportation of the dead; and all other ex- 
; penses which, though constantly arising, can- 
not be anticipated or classified. . 

Mr. SARGENT. The amount of the esti- 
mate of the Navy Department was $150,000. 
The amount pro goed, by this amendment is 
$125,000, or a reduction of $25,000 on the esti- 
: mate. I shall not oppose the amendment so 


© far as this is concerned, but will consent to it. 


| I should like, however, to make one or two 
remarks. I had not an opportunity of finish- 
ing my remarks on the previous amendment, 
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pama 


but I think what I wished further to say will | 


as well apply to this one as to that. I can 
well understand why on the Democratic side 


| 
| 


of this House a member holding the convic- | 
tions of his party should rise to assail the Ad- : 


ministration. 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] should 


criticise, as he did in his remarks of yesterday | 


and on a previous occasion, the various officers 
of the Navy Department. 
should like to remark here in passing that in 


I may have used an expression which I now 
think was not justified under the circumstances, 


and which, with the leave of the gentleman, Í - 


will now withdraw. I stated that his remarks 


I can well understand why the | 


| seems to me that they commenced with the 
And by the way, I: 
© Navy Department by some ratio known to them, 
the remarks I made in reply to him yesterday | 


were inspired by hostility to an officer who had | 


doue so much in the Navy to prevent the ful- 
fillment of his prophecies that the Republic 
was hopelessly divided. I think the remark 
would have been more appropriate applied to 
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to this question. 
derstands it, and there is no necessity for | 
buncombe speeches. Let us have a vote on it. 
Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Chairman, I think 1 
understand the position of the question; and 
I think that what is here proposed by the 
Committee on Appropriations should not be 
adopted by the Committee of the Whole. It 


The committee, I think, un- | 
| 


idea of cutting down all the estimates of the 


and known to no one else, without reference 
to the necessities of the country. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I desire 
simply to say that what is here proposed is ; 
satisfactory to the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. O'NEILL. It may be satisfactory to 


: the Secretary of the Navy, but not to the Com- 


opinion that the amounts asked for by the 
: Secretary would have been more satisfactory 


others than to that gentleman, for I remember `. 


in the Thirty-Seventh Congress, of which we 


were both members, the gentleman from New | 
York was not one of those who indulged in . 
such prophecies; but on the contrary was one ` 


of those who believed that there was hope for 
the Republic. Though he sometimes expressed 
the opinion that those anti-slavery ideas which 


1 believe we succeeded, retarded our success, 


et he did believe in the ultimate success of the .| 
j He was not of those who indulged | 
in jeremiads on the situation, but was hope- | 
fal, and in advance of most of his party help- ` 
I say this out of mere jus- | 


tepublic. 


fal of the cause. 
tice to him. But while expecting now harsh 
and even unjust criticism of the Administra- 
tion from that side of the Chamber, I am sur- 
prised at the lawyer-like ingenuity on this to 
put everything in the worst possible light. 

Mr. COX. 


ters connected with the Navy is entirely con- 
fined to the present administration of the De- 
partment. I believe-that Admiral Porter was 
ia an abnormal condition in the Navy; and I 
so expressed myself, not more vigorously, per- 
haps, than the gentleman from Wisconsin, [ Mr. 
Wasupury.] But I beg to say that my hostility 


to the present naval administration has not - 
arisen from any want of appreciation of what | 
If I re- | 


Admiral Porter did during the war. 
member rightly I was the author of the resolu- 
tion of thanks to Admiral Porter. I drew it, 


and it passed this House and went to the Sen- ; 
ate. And I drew another resolution of thanks | 


to. General Thomas, which was passed here at 
the same time. 
charge me with being wanting in appreciation 
of the services of any man or officer who fought 
during the war. Therefore I thank the gentle- 
man from California [ Mr. Sarcent] for the 
ample apology he has made for his remarks 
yesterday with reference to my prophecies. 
My opposition to the peculiar administration 
of this Naval Department is entirely confined 
to its present condition. 
made yesterday, and which will be in print to- 
morrow, I believe I have shown that all that I 


stated last February with regard to the condi- | 
tion of the Navy has been confirmed by sub- 


sequent facts and revelations. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- 
ment to the amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. SARGENT. As the gentleman from 


New York [Mr. Cox] has oceupied the greater | 


portion of my time, I trust I shall be allowed 
one minute longer. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move 
to amend by adding one dollar to the amount. 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the gentleman from 
Wisconsin yield to me fora moment? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I have 
moved the amendment for the purpose of say- 
ing that I see no pertinence in the remarks of 
my friend from California [Mr. SARGENT] or 
of the gentleman from New York [Alc. Cox] 


With the leave of the gentle- | 
man from California [Mr. Sargent] I wish to | 
say one word. My opposition to certain mat- | 


I think no man can justly ; 


And in the speech I | 


mittee of the Whole, and I am rather of the 


| 

| 

to him. | 
I desire to say just here, what I had not an | 
opportunity of saying last evening when the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] took his | 
seat. We have had a great deal of criticism 
on the present head of the Navy Department, 
and on the gentleman (Mr. Borie) who as- 


: sumed its administration on the 4th of March, 
we infused into the war, and by means of which ` 


‘ between the present Secretary of the Navy and 


1869, to say nothing of the distinguished naval 
officer (Admiral Porter) who has been on duty 
there. We have heard comparisons made 


his immediate predecessor, and their course in 
the performance of their duties, and that of 
the incumbent of the office prior to the inau- | 


; guration of General Grant. Ido not rise here 


: to say a word against Mr. Welles. 


But I want 


' to say to the committee that the circumstances 


‘respective positions. 


under which that gentleman conducted the 
Department were entirely different from the 
circumstances existing to-day, and which have 
existed for more than a year past. We were 
in a state of war, or just recovering from it, 
during nearly the whole of that: gentleman’s 


; administration of the Navy Department, and 


Congress gave liberally for the support of 
the Navy and for the fitting out its hnadreds 
of vessels. On the 4th of March, 1869, when | 
this Administration came into power, the re- | 
duction of the expenses of the Navy was going 

on, and has been going on ata rapid rate since, 

and I take it that itis much harder to lop off ; 
expenses than it is to incur expenditures. , 


| Hence this criticism is unjust which has been ; 


repeated here so often. 
Now, in regard to another point referred to |, 
by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.] | 
I want to know wheninthe history of this Gov- ; 
ernment the Navy Department has not had | 
officers of the Navy detailed for duty there? 
Why, sir, it is divided into bureaus, and dis- 
tinguished officers have always been on duty 
there as heads of those bureaus. During the . 
administration of Secretary Welles he had the © 
assistance of Captain Fox,adistinguished officer 
and I presume that Secretary always sought ` 
the advice of. that offcer on all matters of im- | 
portance in the Department, and especially on `i 
matters relating to the equipment of vessels | 
and sending them to sea. Mr. Chairman, | 
whatever any other Secretary may have done, |; 
the records show the devotion of ex-Secretary | 
Borie to the interests of the Government, and f 
| 


no one can point to a single act of his that . 
was not prompted by a patriotic conviction of |: 
duty. The present Secretary, in carrying on 
the Department, livesand acts by the laws of | 
the country, and executes his-high office with | 
intelligence and promptness and with adeterm- i 
ination to economize in expenditures; and I |. 
am sure the country has contidencein Admiral | 
Porter, so distinguished in his naval career, 


called to perform the responsible duties of their | 
) The. organization of the 
Navy Department has never in the history of 
the country been more effective than now. 
[Here the hammer fell.]. . 


| 


' amendment is right. 


May 18, 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I hope 
we shall now have a vote, and I give notice 
that hereafter I shall make a point of order on 
any gentleman who does not confine his re- 
marks to the pending amendment. I withdraw 
the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. FERRISS. I give notice that hereaher 
I shall object to the withdrawal of any amend- 
ment. 

The formal amendment being withdrawn, 
the amendment offered by Mr. Wasusurn, of 
Wisconsin, was then agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


For civil establishment at the navy-yard, Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire: 

For civil engineer, $1,500; for draughtsman and 
clerk to civil engineer, at $1,400 each ; for clerk of 
pay-rolls and mustering clerk, $1,500; for receiver 
and inspector of stores, $1,500; for clerk to command- 
ant, $1,500; for chief accountant, $1,800; clerk to 


: chief accountant, $1,200; for gate-keeper and detect- 
: ive, $1,000, and for messenger at commandant’s office, 


$600; making in all $13,400. 
Mr. ELA. In linetwenty-six I moveto strike 
out ‘‘one’’ and insert ‘‘two;’’ so that it will 


f That 
It is in accordance with 


: read, ‘‘ for civil engineer, $2,500.” 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 


existing law. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ARCHER. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out all after the word ‘‘dollars,’’ in line 
thirty-two, and all of lines thirty-three and 
thirty-four, as follows: 


Forchiefaccountant, $1,800; clerk tochief account- 
ant, $1,200; for gate-keeper and detective, $1,000. 


Mr. Chairman, I will say that the offices 
which I move to strike out can well be dis- 
pensed with. ‘They are offices which do not 
exist in all of the navy-yards of the United 
States. In all the navy-yards there are several 
departments, each of which has an accountant, 
and these accountants can just as well account 


_ to the Navy Department as they can toa chief 


accountant of the navy-yard, who afterward 
sends up the accounts to the Navy Department 
at Washington. There are no chief account- 
ants and their clerks at the navy-yards at Nor- 
folk and Pensacola, and it is only a useless 
piece of red-tapeism and constitutes offices for 
which there is no earthly use whatever. 

Now, in regard to the gate-keeper and detect- 


ive, I would say that in all the navy-yards 
' there are marines who really fulfill this duty, and 


there aresupernumerary officers. For instance 
in the navy-yard at Washington—where I shall 
move to strike out these oficers—we have 


' altogether forty-three officers overseeing four 


hundred or four hundred and fifty men. My pur- 
poseis to follow this up with similar amendments 
in the paragraphs relating to other navy-yards. 
A gate-keeper and detective were necessary 
during the war because of the immense amount 
of business that was done at these yards, the 
amount of material passing in and passing out, 
and the great number of persons passing toand 
fro who had business there. But since the war 


: all necessity for these officers has passed away, 


and if the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 


| Wasusurn] who has charge of this bill will 


join mein striking out these various super- 
numerary offices which now exist we can re- 
duce the annual expenses of the Government 
in the navy-yards of the country about thirty- 


l five thousand dollars. 


Mr.STEVENS. Imovetoamendtheamend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maryland [ Mr. 
ARCHER] so as to insert in lieu of what he 


| proposes to strike out the words “ for clerk to 


receiver and inspector, $1,500.’’ I desire to 
say that from what I learn I might suspect that 


i there is a surplus of employés at the Ports: 


mouth navy-yard; that there is a chronic evil 
there of that character which has been some- 


: what increased, perhaps, during the last few 
: and in the heads of the bureau, who have been ! 


months. I am informed by a letter from Ports- 
mouth, which I now have before me, that 
although appropriations are made for a clerk 
to the chief accountant, and for a gate- keeper 
and a detective, they are not employed there. 
On the other hand,a clerk to the receiver and 


1870. 
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inspector, for $1,500 a year, has been left out 
of the estimates. I propose to rectify that con- 
dition of things by striking out the clerk to the 
chicfaccountant, the gate-keeper and detective, 
which my informant says are not employed 
there, and inserting a clerk to the inspector : 
and receiver of the yard, which has been 
dropped out for some reason or other, I do 
not know what, i 

If there was time I would be glad to learn 


i: and detective, $1. 
‘i mandant’s office, $600; in all, $15,339. 


from the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. ` 


WASHBURN] who has charge of this bill what 
all these clerksare for. Jor instance, provis- - 
ion is made here for ‘‘clerk of pay-rolls and ` 
mustering clerk.” Now there are, I believe, : 
in the Portsmouth navy-yard two or three pay- 


masters with their paymaster’s clerks. Then, > 


in addition to them, I find in this paragraph ` 


“for clerk of pay-rolls and mustering clerk, ; 


$1,500.” I really hope the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. WasHBpurn] will be able to 
give us alittle reduction of the force at the 
Portsmouth navy-yard, which I understand has 
been increased somewhat uselessly during the 
last few months. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 


the purpose of saying that the estimate of the | 
Bureau of Yards and Docks for the: Ports- 


mouth navy-yard for this year was $16,039, `. 


which the Committee on Appropriations have 
cut down to $13,400. 

The Navy Department says that we have | 
been very harsh with them by cutting down | 
their labor too much. Ido not think so. I 
understand from the gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. ARcHER, ] who is a member of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and who is satis- 
fied with the amendment which he has pro- 

sed, and from the gentleman from New 


the State in which this navy-yard is located, 
that there is no occasion forall these employés. 
I am sure I have no objection to striking some . 
of them out. But I would say that the Bureau . 
ot Yards and Docks have already protested : 
ae have cut down their estimates too 
much. 


paragraph, the next paragraph was read, as 
follows: 

At thenavy-yard, Boston, Massachusetts: 
For civil engineer, $2,500; for draughtsman and 
clerk to civil engineer, at $1,400 each; for clerk of 
pay-rolls and mustering clerk, $1,500; for receiver 


and inspector of stores, $939; for one clerk to com- 
mandant, $1,500; for chief accountant, $1,800; for 
clerk to chief accountant, $1,200; for gate-keeper 
3; and for messenger for com- 


Mr. LYNCH. I move to amend the par- 
agraph just read by striking out these words: 

For chief accountant, $1,800; for clerk to chief 
accountant, $1,200; for gate-kceper and detective, 

This amendment is the same which has been 
made with reference to the yard at Ports- 
mouth. 

Mr. ARCHER. As this amendment cor- 


responds with that already adopted with refer- | 


ence to the Portsmouth navy-yard, I hope it 
will be agreed to. 
Mr. BANKS. This proposition is not the 


i same as that upon which the Committee of 


. the Whole has already voted. 
I riseto |! 
oppose the amendment to the amendment, for |; 


In connection 
with the Portsmouth navy-yard the declara- 
tion was made that these officers are not em- 
ployed there; but at the Boston navy-yard 


. there is a gate-keeper and detective employed, 


the occupant of the office being a one-armed |: 
soldier, who faithfully performs his duty, and | 


and inspector of stores, $1,500: for writer to receiver | 


whose services are absolutely necessary for the | 
security of the property of the Government. | 


This man is deserving of the place which he 
occupies; the salary paid him is reasonable— 
indeed, less than he ought to receive; and the 
Government needs hisservices. This is not the 
same question as that upon which the commit- 


tee has already voted. I hope the amendment `: 


: will not be agreed to. 
ampshire, [Mr. Stevens,] who represents ` 


` senger for commandant’s office, $600.” 


; The letters upon which the gentleman from | 


the amendment, to strike out ‘‘and for mes- | 


In): 


reply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, © 


(Mr. Banxs,] I wish to say that these officers 


are employed at the Portsmouth navy-yard. ; 


i New Hampshire [Mr. Stevens] founded his 


Mr. WELKER. I would ask the gentleman | 
from Wisconsin why keep in the clerk to the ;; 


commandant of this navy-yard ? 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
estimate for three clerks to the commandant. 
Mr. WELKER. Do they not use subor- 
dinate officers for that purpose? 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. No, sir. | 
Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman from | 
Ohio [Mr. WELKER] will not expect a young | 
officer with epauiets on to perform clerical 
{ 
| 


They 


duty. 

Mr. WELKER. I do not know why he 
should not. 

The question then recurred upon the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Stevens to the amendment | 
of Mr. ARCHER; and being taken, it was not | 
agreed to, upon a division—ayes seventeen, | 
noes not counted. 


The question then recurred upon the amend- || 


ment moved by Mr. AncHER; and being taken, | 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to further amend | 
this paragraph by inserting after the words | 
t‘ for chief accountant $1,200,” the words ‘‘ for 
clerk to receivey and inspector $1,500.” I; 
presume there will be no objection to that | 
amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, 
to it; it is not estimated for at all. 

Mr. DAWES. That was not estimated for 
by the Department, 

Mr. STEVENS. I understand from a letter | 
which I have received from the navy-yard. at 
Portsmouth that this was left out by mistake 
or accident. I have had no time to investigate 
that matter. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Stevens; and it was 
agreed to. . i 

No further amendment being offered to the 


I object | 


proposition originated in this way: the Ports- : 


mouth yard is located partly in New Hamp- | 
| shire and partly in Maine, and there has been 


a contest as to whether the officers should be 


men from Maine have been appointed in place 
of New Hampshire men who have been re- 
moved. Thus there arises a question of patron- 
age as between the two States. 
ested in behalf of the New Hampshire appli- 


cants have sent here a proposition that these `; 
offices shall be discontinued, their object being : 


to put out the men who are now in office. 
Whatever may have been the motive of the 


gentleman from New Hampshire in offering | 
the amendment, this is the sole purpose of |: 
Now, these |: 
officers are just as useful at the Portsmouth | 
The occupants | 


those who have written to him. 


as at the Charlestown yard. 
of the offices at Portsmouth are generally sol- 
diers, for in the appointments preference has 
been given to soldiers. 
not needed at Portsmouth they are not needed 
at Charlestown, or at New York, or any other 
yard, The same rule should be applied to all. 


‘Those inter- : 


same extent. There exists now, as there did 
during the war, a necessity for careful guard- 
ing at the gate and the watching of those who 
go in and out, the object being to prevent work- 
men or visitors from carrying away Govern- 
ment property. The office is necessary, and in 
the yard at Boston it is filled, as I have said, by 
a most deserving man, a one-armed soldier, 
who faithfully performs the duties at a very 
low salary. I hope the amendment will not 
be adopted. 

| Mr. LYNCH. I withdraw my amendment 
| that the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. Wasu- 
i, BURN] may renew it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I renew 
the amendment for the purpose of explaining 
the position of this matter. The estimate for 
! the navy-yard and Bureau of Yards and Docks 
: at Charlestown was $19,039. The committee 
have cut it down to $15,300, very much to the 
‘dissatisfaction of the Bureau of Yards and 
; Docks. The committee feel that they have 

made as great a reduction as ought to be made. 
, [am satisfied that we made a mistake in adopt- 
‘ing the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. ARCHER. } 

Mr. STEVENS. What is the number of 
employés dispensed with by the action of the 
committee? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, Iam not 
able to state the particular offices that have 
been struck out; but we have reduced the ex- 
penditure about four thousand dollars below 
; the estimate. I hope there will be no objec- 
tion to it, but that it will be passed as reported 
by the Committee on Appropriations. We had 
to judge by what we were told at the bureau. 
They told us that they could not dispense 
with any. 


3 


: | Mr. ARCHER. Imove to amend the amend- 
Mr. LYNCH. I move, asan amendment to : 


ment by striking out the last word. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, I hope the committee will strike 
out this provision for a detective. In every 
navy-yard we have marines who stand guard 
at the gate and act as gate-keepers all day and 
all night. They perform this duty, and | can- 
not see any earthly necessity for having a eivil 
employé to do exactly what these marines not 
only can, but what they really do perform. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. If we should abolish all 
the offices for which, as the gentleman says, 


' there is no earthly necessity, how, then, would 


| chosen from Maine or New Hampshire. Some |: 


If these officers are | 


members of Congress manage to keep up their 
patronage? 

Mr. ARCHER. I do not see there is any 
earthly necessity for this patronage. I think 
the less patronage members of Congress have 
': the happier it would be for them and the better 
it would be for the country. In every navy- 
yard there are four departments, the depart- 
mentof steam engineering, the medical depart- 
ment, the pay department, and the department 
of navigation. Each one has aclerk who keeps 
the accounts of that. department. Under the 
present system each one of these accountants 
makes out an account of his department and 
sends that account tothe chief accountant, and 
: he sends the account to the Navy Department, 
‘ instead of allowing each one to account to the 
| head of his Department here at Washington. 
| In my judgment the present system is a useless 
i| expense to the Government. 
' necessity whatever for its being kept up. 


There is no 
it 


Let these offices all stand upon the same ` protects the Government in no way. 


not. At the Boston yard the office of gate- 
keeper and detective is necessary now for the 
same reasons that it was necessary during the 


'! Tf Linterfere with a maimed soldier at the 


| Mr. BANKS. Iam opposed to the amend- 
| ment. 


|: 
q 


war, though it may not be. necessary to the || Government which these detective officers are 


intended to guard against. ‘These marines 
cannot perform this duty. They have a single 
military duty to discharge. ‘They are stationed 
at these posts, and they cannot leave them to 
follow and watch suspected persons. 

Mr. ARCHER. Task why one of the marines 
stationed at the navy-yard cannot be detailed 
for the purpose of doing everything done by 
this detective? 

‘The amendment to the amendment was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. DICKEY. 
tible of division? 

The CHAIRMAN, 

Mr. DICKEY. 
everything but the gate-keeper. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

The question recurred on Mr. Lyncn’s 
amendment. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 45, noes 20; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. AncHER and Mr. 
Bayks. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported—ayes 73, noes 51. 

So the amendment was agrced to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


At the navy-yard, New York city: 
For civil engineer, $2,500; for draughtsman and 
clerk to civil engineer, at $1,400 each; for receiver 


It is not. 


and inspector of stores, $1,500; tor clerk of pay-roils - 


and mustering clerk, $1,500; for clerk to command- 


Is the amendment suscep- : 


have rendered the country meritorious service 
during the war. I think it is very small busi- 
ness for this committee to be engaged in, and 
a very paltry and mean economy that attempts 
to save the poor pittance now paid these hard» | 
worked and necessary officers. It is the wrong | 
end to begin at, saving at the spigot while the | 
bung-hole is neglected. I hope the amend- ` 


ment will be voted down and these officers `i 


retained. In conclusion, I desire to call the | 
attention of the committee to a very remark- 
able admission just made by the gentleman 


` from Wisconsin, the chairman of the commit- 


Then I move to strike out | 


tee having this bill in charge. In reply to 
the question as to what particular officers and 


. Clerkshad been deemed unnecessary by the com- 


ant, $1,500; for chief accountant, $1,800; for clerk to : 


chief accountant, $1,200; for gate-keeper and detect- 
ive, $1,000; and for messenger for commandant’s 
office, 600; in all, $14,400. 

Mr. ARCHER. I move to strike out ‘ for 
chief accountant. $1,800; for clerk to chief 
accountant, $1,200; for gate-keeper and de- 
tective, $1,000. It is the same amendment 
which has just been adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I hope 


the amendment may be adopted without dis- : 


cussion. I learn from the chairman of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs that this is entirely 
satisfactory to the officers of the Navy Depart- 
ment, and I make no objection to it. 


Mr. SARGENT. On inquiry of the chair- ` 


man of the Committee on Naval Affairs, [learn 


. Department cannot consent to this. 


that a captain or somebody else told him that `' 


the Navy Department would be satisfied. I 
have myself no objection to the proposition, 
but I wish that the House should understand, 


when it is stated that the Navy Department ` 


desires to have these important parts struck 
out of the bill, on what foundation the state- 
ment rests. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 


In connection with the | 


mittee, and what had influenced their decision in 
cutting down the estimates of the Secretary, ` 
he said that he only knew that they had cut 
the estimates for the Charlestown yard down | 
from $19,000 to $15,000, and that he could 
not now remember the particulars. I believe, 
Mr. Chairman, that the same ignorance exists 
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in that committee in regard to the reasons for ; 


the reduction of many other estimates in this 
bill. Theyseem to have gone at it con amore, 
with a determination to cut down the esti- : 


mates, and to do it regardless of consequences | 


and with or without reason. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BANKS. I wish to say to the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. WasHpurn] that I 
do not think the Navy Department can assent 
to the change proposed. Thereare eighty-two 
naval officers at the navy-yard at Charlestown. | 


- And I cannot believe that the Navy Depart- 


ment which retains a corps of officers of that 
magnitade at that yard at Charlestown can be 
disposed to recommend the dismissal of a one- . 


; armed soldier, one of the very few civilians 


who hold positions there. Iam surethe Navy 
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New York navy-yard is in the same position 
of having lost an arm as the one at Boston? 

Mr. BANKS. I will answer the gentleman 
that a marine cannot be detached for such a 
duty. The service is different, and is incon- 
sistent with that of a gate-keeper or detective. 
He cannot be expected to perform duties of 
that kind. If we do not want them as ma- 
rines they should be discharged. You have 
scores of these men at Charlestown, and hun- 
dreds of naval officers whose services are not 
as necessary as those of the gate-keeper or 
detective. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I understand the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] to give 
as a reason why all these offices should be kept 
up and filled—— 

Mr. BANKS. No; I do not. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Waita moment until you 
hear what I have to say. 

Mr. BANKS. ‘The gentleman misunder- 
stood me, and I wanted to stop him there. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I do not yield to the 

entleman. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman is speak- 
ing in thetime of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I took the floor in my 
own right. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate was exhausted 
on the amendment. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Then, if Iam speaking in 
the gentleman’s time, of courseI must yield 


` to him. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I should like to ask the ` 


gentleman if the only reason he has for think- 
ing that this office should be kept up is that a 
meritorious man occupies it at the present 
time? Is it a reason why all these officers . 


should be retained that one of the men filling © 
one of the minor offices is a meritorious man? |, 
Mr. BANKS. I gave no reason why these ` 


officers should be retained ; I think they ought 


i not to be retained. But I wish to call the at- 


remarks just made by the gentleman who has |, 


reported this bill, and by the gentleman from 
California, I will say that when I have any 
important communication to make to the 
House I shall take the floor myself and make 


it. 1 would prefer not to be reported at second- | 


hand by so many gentlemen. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. Chairman, I rise to op- 
pose the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland, and would suggest to him that he 
had better at once move an amendment abol- 


ishing all navy-yards, instead of attempting to | 


strike down officers as important as any con- 
nected with the administration of a navy-yard. 
The position of gate-keeper and detective is 
one of great importance to a well-regulated 


yard. The difference between the marines and : 


the gate-keeper is that one is subject to mili- 
tary rules and regulations, the other is a civil 
officer. The marine is on a beat which he can- 
not leave, no matter what exigency may arise. 
The gate-keeper can and does take cognizance 
of any irregularity that may occur, and he-sees 
that no improper persons have access to the 
yard, and that none of the Government prop- 
erty is improperly taken away. One has the 
watchword, the other the countersign, and they 
are a check one on the other. The places are 
usually filled by maimed soldiers, who have 


tention of the committee to the reason why a 
civilian should be employed to stand at the 
gate or in the capacity of a detective. 

When an attempt was made in this city some 
years ago to assassinate Mr. Seward it was 
testified at the trial that a servant in Mr. Sew- 
ard’s house went out to the soldier who was on 
duty as a sentry with a loaded musket, within 


‘There is a man in the house murdering the 
Secretary of State.’ The sentinel said, ‘1 
cannot leave my post.” 


“ But,’’ said the ser- | 


vant, ‘“ you surely do not understand; I tell: 


| you there is a man murdering Mr: Seward. I 


have just come from the house and know it.” | 
The sentinel said, ‘I cannot lea¥ my post.” ; 


sentinel would not leave his post, and Mr. 
Seward was saved by other means. 


Now, the marine who stands at the gate of | 
a navy-yard acts under orders and is subject to | 


just such discipline, and whatever wrong may 


be done to the Government he has not the | 


power to leave his post and prevent or correct 


the wrong, because he is required to do other , 


duties. The civilian, on the other hand, who 
is so employed is not only able, but willing to 
do what is necessary to defend the interests of 
the Government. And these men should not 
be struck down because there are some hun- 


dreds of officers under naval discipline who | 


seem to be performing these duties, while in 
reality they are not attempting to perform 
them. 

Mr. ARCHER. I would ask the gentleman 
why a marine cannot be detached to discharge 


no other means of obtaining a living, and who || that duty, and whether the gate-keeper of the 


‘a few yards of the door, and said to him, © 


Mr. BANKS. 
man has to say. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Iwas going to say that 
I understand the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts to urge that all these offices should be 
kept up simply because the occupant of one of 
the offices, and that a minor one, is a one- 


I will hear what the gentle- 


© armed soldier. 


Mr. BANKS. No, sir, I do not urge that 
they should all be kept up; on the contrary, 
: I think most of these officers should be dis- 
. missed. There is only one of these officers 
that I think ought to beretained, and that is 
the gate- keeper. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

' The question was taken on Mr. PLATT’S 
/ amendment to the amendment; and it was 
| disagreed to. 

| The question recurred on Mr. ARCHER’ S 
| amendment. 

| Mr. MAYNARD. I-move to amend the 
: part proposed to be stricken out by strik- 
: Ing out the word ‘‘ detective’ and inserting 

“ watchman.” That word ‘detective’ has 
. got to be a little odious and offensive in this 
country. But if the amendment does not 
commend itself to the good sense of the House 
| I do not wish to make a speech about it. 

Mr. KELSEY. I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope the amendment 
will not be adopted. I think it might make 
great confusion in the classification of officers 
in the navy-yards. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think it better not to 


The information was repeated again, but the , change the nomenclature of the officers in the 


| navy-yards in this respect. If this officer is to 


be retained, he is described on their books by 
this name. 

Now, it is very true that in view of some of 
the transactions in the revenue service we have 
been accustomed to apply the old adage of 
‘(set a thief to catch a thief,” and the word 
detective has been brought into disrepute. But I 
believe the office is not in disrepute so far as 
the Navy Department and the navy-yards are 
' concerned. If it betrue, as stated by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, [Mr. Arcuer,] that 
these officers can be dispensed with entirely, 
then that is the best disposition to make of the 
matter; but if the officers are to be retained it 
is better to avoid confusion on the books, and 
to avoid the possibility of creating still further 
offices, by leaving the detective to be still 
designated as such. If we appropriate spe- 
cifically for a watchman we may find a watch- 
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man on our hands and also a detective. That 
is the danger of changing the name of an office 
except in a more formal manner than this. 
For these reasons, which I think are valid, I 
suggest that the amendment be withdrawn or 
not adopted. 


The question was taken on Mr. Maynarn’s | 


amendment; and it was disagreed to. 
Mr. ARCHER'S amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I ask 


unanimous consent of the committee to close ` 


all debate on that part of the bill from where 
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this paragraph by striking out ‘ $13,900” and 
inserting ‘‘ $10,900.” 
_ Mr. CONGER. I rise to a parliamentary 
ang uty 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state it. 
Mr. CONGER. Would not a reduction of 


‘| $4,000 in the appropriation made by this par- | 


agraph leave $9,900 instead of $10,900, as ' 


| proposed by the gentleman from Wisconsin : 


[Mr. Wasupurn] in his amendment just | 


: moved by him? 


we now are down to line one hundred and ` 


forty-eight, on page 7. That includes all under 
the head of ‘* Bureau of Docks and Yards.” 

Mr. BANKS. I hope the gentleman will 
allow me to offer an amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. You can 
offer amendments without debate. 

Mr. ARCHER. Does the gentleman mean 
to preclude amendments ? N 

Mr. 
at all. 


WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. No; not 


_of Wisconsin, was then agreed to. 


' for messenger for commandant’s office, $600; in all, 


There was no objection; and debate was _ 


closed. 
The following paragraph was then read : 


At the navy-yard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 


For civil engineer, £2,000; for draughtsman and ' 


clerk to civil engineer, $1,400 each; for clerk of pay- 
rolls and mustering clerk, $1,500; for receiver and 
inspector of stores, $1,500; for clerk to commandant 
$1,500; for chief accountant, $1,800; forclerk to chie 

accountant, $1,200; for gate-keeper and detective, 
$1,000; and for messenger for the commandant’s 
ottice, $600; in all, $13,900. 


Mr. ARCHER. I move to amend this par- 


The CHAIRMAN, That is not a parlia- |, 


mentary inquiry, but a question of arithmetic. ` 
The amendment moved by Mr. WASHBURN, . 


The next paragraph was read, as follows: 
At tho navy-yard, Norfolk, Virginia: 

For civil engineer, 
clerk to civil engineer, at $1,400 cach; for receiver 
and inspector of stores, $1,500; for clerk of pay-rolls . 
and mustering clerk, $1,500; for clerk to command- | 
ant, $1,500; for gate-keeper and dctective, $1,000; and 


wit, 


Mr. ARCHER. I move to amend this par- 


and detective, $1,000.” 
Mr. PLATT. ‘As thereis no chief account- 
ant for this navy-yard as for other navy-yards, 


: I hope this amendment will not be adopted. 


agraph by striking out the words ‘‘for chief |: 


accountant, $1,800 ; for clerk to chief account- 


ant, $1,200; for gate-keeper and detective, | 


$1,000.’’ This is precisely similar to amend- 
ments which have been made to former par- 
agraphs of this bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

No farther amendment being offered, the 
next paragraph was read, as follows: 


At the navy-yard, Washington, District of Co- ' 
` inspector of stores, at $3 per diem ; clerk of | 
pay-rolls and mustering clerk, $1,500; one |: 
clerk to commandant, $1,500;’’ also, by chang- |: 


lumbia: 

For civil engineer, $2,000; for draughtsman and 
clerk to civil engineer, at $1,400 cach; for receiver 
and inspector of stores, $1,500; for clerk of pay-rolls 
and mustering clerk, $1,500; for clerk to command- 
ant, $1,500; for chief accountant, $1,800; for clerk to 
chief accountant, $1,200; for gate-keeper and detect- 
ive, $1,000; and for messenger for commandant’s 
office, $600; in all, $13,900. 

Mr. ARCHER, I move to amend this par- 
agraph by striking out -the words ‘‘for chief 
accountant, $1,800; for clerk to chief aceount- 
ant, $1,200; for gate-keeper and detective, 
$1,000.” 
navy-yard that has already been adopted for 
previous navy-yards in this bill. 

The amendment moved by Mr. ARCHER was 
then agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move to further amend | 


this paragraph by making the compensation 
of the civil engineer $2,500 instead of $2,000, 
as here proposed. That will make his com- 
pensation the same as the compensation of the 
civil engineer at the Portsmouth navy-yard. I 
undersiand that the Committee on Appropri- 
ations are willing that this amendment should 
be made. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
no objection to it. 

The question was then taken upon the.amend- 
ment moved by Mr. STEVENS; and upon a 
division there were—ayes 18, noes.17; no 
quorum voting. .- , 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Dickey and 
Mr. Srevexs were appointed. l 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported that there was—ay one, noes not 
counted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. The 
amendment which has just been adopted on 
motion of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
AncHER] renders it necessary to change the 
total amount appropriated by this paragraph. 
I therefore move to amend the last clause of 


I have i 


It is the same amendment for this || 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate is notin order. 


then agreed to. 


The next paragraph was read, as follows: 
At the navy-yard, Pensacola, Florida: 


offer the folowing amendment, to come in at 
the close of the pending paragraph : 

And the Committeo on Naval Affairs, with such 
committeo as the Senate may appoint, is herehy 
authorized and directed to visit and inspect, during 
the recess of Congress, tho condition and manage- 
ment of tho several navy-yards at Washington, 
Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and Portsmouth, 
and to report at tho next session what reforms are 
necessary to securo economy and _ efficiency in the 
naval and civil branches of service in these and other 
navy-yards. 

Mr. KELSEY. Irise to a point of order. 

Mr. BANKS. I hope the gentleman will not 
object to the amendment. I know it is not in 
order; but nothing is more necessary for the 
information of the House than some such 
inspection as the amendment proposes. 

Mr. KELSEY. The matter is entirely within 


‘the control of the Department now. 


2,000; for draughtsman and ' 


Mr. BANKS. I do not care whether the 
duty be devolved upon the Committee on 
Naval Affairs or the Committee on Appropri- 
ations; but such an examination ought to be 


made. 


Mr. KELSEY. I insist on the point of 


agraph, to make it correspond with the others, `: order, 
triki the w s -k ERE mae 
by striking out the words ‘for gate-keeper | ing insisted on, the Chair is compelled to rule 


The CHAIRMAN. The point of order be- 


` out the amendment. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move 
to amend by making $11,175 the aggregate 


: sum appropriated in the pending paragraph, 


r aur wa, | instead of $15,475. 
The amendment moved by Mr. ARCHER was > necessary by the amendment adopted on mo- 


© tion of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 


This change is rendered 


_ ARCHER. ] 


For superintendent of yard improvements, $1,873; i 


for receiver and inspector of stores, $1,500; for gate- 
keeper and detective, $1,000; for messenger for the ` 
office of the commandant, $600; in all, $4,978. 


Mr. HAMILTON. I move to amend this : 


the words ‘‘ for draughtsman and clerk to super- 


` intendent, $1,400 ;” also, by inserting after the | 


; keeper and detective, $1,000 ;’’ so as to make 


next clause the words ‘‘ writer to receiver and | 


ing the total amount to $10,717. 

Mr. ARCHER. Is not that the creation of 
new officers, and is it in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is in order. 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not inorder. : 
The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. ARCHER. I move to amend this para- : 
graph by striking out the words ‘‘for gate- | 


this paragraph correspond to the preceding 
paragraphs relating to navy-yards. 

The amendment moved by Mr. ARCHER was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move 
to amend the last clause of this paragraph by 
striking out ‘$4,978’ and inserting ‘‘ $3,978 ;”’ 
which is rendered necessary by the amendment 
moved by the gentleman from Maryland, [ Mr. 
ARCHER. | 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next paragraph was read, as follows : 


At the navy-yard, Mare Island, California: | 
For civil engincer, $3,000; for assistant civil engi- 
neer and draughtsman, $1,800; for receiver and in- 


spector of stores, $1,875; for clerk of pay-rolls and || 


mustcring clerk, $1,875; for clerk to commandant, 
$1,875; for chief accountant, at $1,800; and for clerk 
to chief accountant, $1,500; for gate-keeper and de- 
tective, $1,000; and for messenger for commandant’s 
office, $750; in all, $15,475. 

Mr. ARCHER. I move to amend this par- 
agraph by striking out the words ‘‘for chief 
accountant, at $1,800; and for clerk to chief | 
accountant, $1,500; for gate-keeper and de- 
tective, $1,000.. That is necessary in order 
to make this paragraph correspond with the 
preceding paragraphs. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BANKS. Iask unanimous consent to | 


| 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


At tho Naval Asylum : 
For secretary to the governor, $1,000; for steward. 
$750; for matron, $300; for six washers, at $120 each; 


; ; ing |, for cook, $168; first assistant cook, $120; second as- 
paragraph by inserting after the clause relating : sistant cook, ninety-six dollars; six laundresses, at 


- to the superintendent of yard improvements | 


$120 each; eight scrubbers and house cleaners, at 
ninety-six dollars each; four laborers, at $249 each; 
master-at-arms, $300; and for ship’s corporal, $240; 
in all, $6,142. 


Mr. WELKER. I see that this paragraph 
makes an appropriation for the ‘‘secretary to 
the governor.’’ I would like to inquire of 
the gentleman having the management of the 
bill what is the duty of this officer? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. He acts 
as a clerk, of course. I suppose the gentle- 
man knows what a ‘‘secretary’’ is and what 


Mr. DAWES. I hope the amendment will | ® ‘governor’ is. 


not be adopted. i 


Mr. WELKER. What do they both do? 

Mr, WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I have 
never been there. 

Mr. WELKER. I desired to get a little 
information. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order, 
having been closed on this paragraph with 
others. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Bureau Equipment and Recruiting: 

For equipment of vessels: for coal for steamers’ 
use, including expenses of transportation, storage, 
labor, &c.; hemp and other materials for the manu- 
facture of rope, wire-rope, hides, cordage, canvas, 
leather, iron, cables, anchors, furniture, galleys, 
hose, &c.; and for the payment of labor in equipping 
vossels, and manufacture of articles in the navy- 
yards pertaining to this bureau, $1,500,000. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend by 


| striking out after the word ‘‘hose’’ the words 


“and so forth.” 

ness in any law. 
The amendment was agreed to. ; 
Mr. ARCHER. I move to amend by in- 

serting the word “and’’ between the words 

t‘ galleys” and ‘hose.’ -This change is ren- 

dered necessary by the amendmentjustadopted. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union rose informally ; when a message 
from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, one of its 
clerks, announced that the Senate had adopted 
the report of the committee of conference on 
the bil (S. No. 95) in relation to the Hot 
Springs reservation in Arkansas. : 


Such language has no busi- 
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The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union resumed its session. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
At the navy-yard, Boston: 


For superintendent of rope-walk, $1,900; clerk to 
same, $1,200; lerk in equipment ofioo, $1500: for 
ree store and time clerks, one at $1, dt 
at $1,200 each; in all, $8,400. $ tii 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
the following amendment: 
Strike out all after the word “dollars,” in line one | 
hundred and sixty-seven, to the end of the paragraph, | 
and insert in lieu thereof the following: : 


For two store and time clerks, at $1,200 each; in 
all, $7,000 i 


The amendment was agreed to. i 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Atthe navy-yard, Mare Island: : 
For clerk in equipment office, $1,500; for store : 
clerk, $1,400, and for time clerk, $1,200; in all, $4,100. ` 


Mr. KELSEY. I move to amend by insert- . 


I move |; 


ing after the words ‘‘fourteen hundred” the |” 


word “dollars.” 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would like the gentle- | 
man from Wisconsin to give us some informa- || 
tion as to why the clerks at the Mare Island i 
navy-yard are allowed more than those at the i] 
Washington navy-yard. $ 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Because 
living is more expensive in California. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I ask’ 
unanimous consent that the Clerk be author- ; 
ized to change the aggregate sum in the para- 
graphs already passed so as to correspond with | 
the amendments which have been adopted. ,: 
In some instances the necessary change has | 
not been made. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection 
the Clerk will make the necessary corrections. 

There was no objection. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


For contingent expenses of Bureau of Equipment 
and Recruiting, namely: 

For freight and transportation of stores, &c., trans- 
portation of enlisted men, mileage to honorably dis- 
charged men, printing, postage, advertising, tele- 
graphing, stationery, apprehension of deserters, 
assistance to vessels in distress, &c., $125,000. 


The hour of half past four o’clock having | 
arrived, the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of. the Union took a recess until half 
past seven o'clock p. m. =a 


fl 
1 


, EVENING SESSION. 

At half past seven o’clock p. m. the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
resumed its session, (Mr. ELDRIDGE in the 
chair,) and proceeded with the consideration | 
of the bill (H. R. No. 1588) making appro- | 
priations for the naval service for the fiscal | 


year ending 30th June, 1871. | 

The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
bill until he came to the following paragraph: 

For contingent expenses of Bureau of Equipment 
and Recruiting, namely; For freight and transporta- 
tion of stores, &c., transportation of enlisted men, 
mileage to honorably discharged men, printing, post- 
age, advertising, telegraphing, stationery, apprehen- 
sion of deserters, assistance to vessels in distress, &c., 


Mr. MAYNARD. Iriseto make a motion, 
which I have often made before on these ap- 
propriation bills, to strike out in lines two hun- 
dred and one and two hundred and four the 
words ‘‘and so forth,’’ which are useless and 
possibly may be mischievons, and I would 
suggest to the gentleman having charge of this 
bill that he consent to have them stricken out 
wherever they occur. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Certainly. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


For nautical and astronomical instruments, nauti- 
cal books, maps, and charts, and sailing directions, 
and repairs of nautical instruments for ships of war, 
$10,000. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to reduce the 
appropriation $1,000. I ask the gentleman 
from Wisconsin whether he can tell us aceu- 
rately or approximately how much of this money 


i navigated by the British admiralty chart. 
take occasion to mention this for the purpose, : 
` if there be any deficiency, of having itsupplied. 


expended for charts is expended for the pro- 
duction of American charts, and how much 
or foreign charts? I have an impression there 
might be an improvement in this respect. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Very 
much for admiralty charts. Further on there 


' ig an appropriation for preparing and publish- 


ing maps, charts, and other hydrographic in-. 


: formation in connection with that bureau of 
À This appropriation is : 
: precisely the same as last year. ; 


the Navy Department. 
Mr. MAYNARD. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. We have 
minute charts of our own coast; but itis true 


- that British admiralty charts are frequently |, 


used. 
Mr. STEVENS. The steamer which this 


. Government has upon the lakes is navigated 


by British charts, from the fact that we have 
never made the same surveysof the great lakes 
under the Coast Survey organization that we 
have made of the coast. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I think 
the gentleman is mistaken. 


minute as our surveys of the coast. 
Mr. STEVENS. My attention was called 


to the fact that the British admiralty charts | 


were used. 


Mr. CONGER. In regard to charts of the | 
lakes I will say that the lakes have been fully | 


surveyed, and charts published of the entire 


‘| chain of lakes, with all the bays, harbors, and 


channels, which are supplied to all sailing 
masters. This survey was commenced under 
Captain, now General Meade, and is equiv- 
alent to the survey of the coast. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw my motion. 
. The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
bill until he reached the following paragraph: 
_ For preparing and publishing maps, charts, nau- 
tiga poo , and other hydrographic information, 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I moveto 
strike out ‘‘ fifteen’? and insert ‘‘twenty,’’ so as 
to increase the appropriation to $20,000. The 
Hydrographic Bureau have represented that 
they need this money for the next fiscal year, 
and I have no doubt the statement is correct. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I should like to ask the 
gentleman from Wisconsin whether_ these 
charts published by the Hydrographic Bureau 
are accessible to our mercantile marine ? 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I under- j! 
stand they are furnished to our Navy, and to | 
|| the mercantile marine, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMILTON. Irise to a parliamentary 
inquiry. Is it in order to go back to page 9? 

‘The CHAIRMAN. It is not, without unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. HAMILTON. The paragraph I refer 
to was not read but was about being read 
when we took a recess. Iask unanimous con- 
sent to go back. 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk read the following : 

At the navy-yard, Pensacola: 


For equipment office clerk, $1,300, and for the store 
elork, $1,200; in all, $2,500. 


Mr. HAMILTON. I move to insert in that | 


paragraph, ‘ for one time clerk $1,000, ’’ and 
increase the amount to ‘$3,500.’ 

Mr. Chairman, I observe that at the navy-yard 
here there isan appropriation made for a time 
clerk ; that there is one at the Norfolk navy- 
yard; that st the Boston navy-yard there are, 
I think, three. 


others, there is none. : 
Mr. MAYNARD. Is there one there now? 
Mr. HAMILTON. Yes, sir; and the Sec- 
retary of the Navy desires an appropriation to 
be made for continuing that officer. - 


I very seldom go to sea; » 
but during last summer I sailed along the coast, |: 
and to my surprise I found that the vessel was |. 
I'i 


Our hydrographic | 
ii gurveys of the lakes have been, I think, as! 


But at the Pensacola yard, | 
which is equally important with some of the : 


Mr. STEVENS. Will the gentleman inform 
us what is the force at that yard? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Whose 
time is this man to keep? 

Mr. HAMILTON. ‘The time of the large 
number of employés there. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. How 
many ? 

Mr. HAMILTON. I cannot tell precisely 
how many there are, but there is quite a num- 
‘| ber. I may state in this connection that the 
West Indies and South Atlantic squadrons put 
in at Pensacola for repairs, as the squadrons 
in the Atlantic putin at Boston, Philadelphia, 
and Norfolk, and the squadron in the Pacific 
at the California navy-yard. And I think the 
i Committee on Naval Affairs have not puta 
: proper estimate on the importance of that 
| navy-yard. Itis the only navy-yardon the Gulf 
: of Mexico, and is more important than that of 
| Norfolk. ‘ 
| Mr. MAYNARD. Iam inclined to think 
| that this amendment is a proper one, but I 
should be glad if the gentleman from Florida 
could tell us what is the average number of 
i| hands employed in the Pensacola navy-yard. 
| Mr. HAMILTON, I can only say—although 
| I am sorry to have to make the admission—that 
some sixty and odd employés in the navy-yard 
‘at Pensacola were discharged last spring on 
© account of a want of appropriations to carry 
: on the work there. 

Mr. STEVENS. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a single remark? 

Mr. HAMILTON. Certainly. 

Mr. STEVENS. I want to say that if gen- 
tlemen will examine the Navy Register they will 
find that there is a very small force employed 
there; that while there are some thirty or forty 
officers at the other yards there are only seven 
stationed at Pensacola, which shows that the 
force in that yard must be very small. -- 

Mr. HAMILTON. There are upward of 
one thousand employés in the Pensacola navy- 


ard. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I rise to 
oppose the amendment. There is next to 
nothing being done at the Pensacola navy- 
yard. We give them an equipment clerk and 
a store clerk, and that is all that is required 
there and a great deal more than is required. 
There is no use for a time clerk; and I hope, 
therefore, the amendment will be rejected. 
Mr. ELA. I would remark that most of the 
men employed in the navy-yards are employed 
by the Bureau of Construction; but there are 
none employed in that department at Pensa- 
cola, because there is no construction going on 
| there. 
Mr. ARCHER. I will state to the com- 
' mittee that in going over the previous para- 
` graphs in the bill I was much inclined to move 
‘ to strike out the appropriations for all the time 
clerks in the other navy-yards; but as I was 
asking the committee to strike out a good many 
| other officers whom I thought supernumeraries, 
I allowed the appropriation for the time clerks 
to be passed over, which I think I ought not to 
havedone. Inthenavy-yard here we have two 
time clerks with four hundred men, and their 
whole duty, if I understand their positionaright, 
is merely to keep the time of the four hundred 
or four hundred and fifty men going into the 
| yard, and there are some ten or fifteen clerks 
_ employed there besides. I am opposed to the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Florida to make an appropriation for a time 
clerk at the Pensacola navy-yard, not because 
I have any special objection to a time clerk at 
that yard, but because I think there is no 
| necessity for these time clerks in any of the 
‘| yards. 
I do not mean to attribute to the gentleman 
i from Florida any motive of merely local interest 
in urging this amendment. But I say that 
there is no necessity for this time clerk in the 
| Pensacola yard, and no necessity for time 
i| clerks in any of the other navy-yards. There 
il is clerical force sufficient twice over in every 


tt 
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navy-yard in this country to do the work that 
is to be done in them. ‘The clerical force that 
is still in the navy-yards is a remnant of the 
war. Since 1867, when we passed a resolution 
saying that it was against the policy of the | 
Government to build any more ships, our forces 
in the navy-yard have been reduced very largely; 
I cannot state precisely the reduction, but it 
has been to an enormous extent; and yet the 
clerical force has been left in every one of them. 

Mr. BLA. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him one question? 

Mr. ARCHER, Certainly. 

Mr. SLA. Is it not the duty of the time 
clerk at every navy-yard to call the roll of the . 
men twice a day and make up allthe accounts, ` 
and make them up in triplicate? Is not that 
the special duty of the time clerk? 

Mr. ARCHER. I would ask the gentleman ` 


why could not a clerk in each of the four de- ;; 
partments that they have in every yard keep =: 
the accounts of the hands in that department | 


and make them out in triplicate? I say there 
is no necessity for these time clerks. Butas: 
we have passed them over in the bill I will | 


not ask the committee to go back and strike | 
them out. li 
it will be required for a long time to come. ` 
If there should be any sudden demand for ` 


Mr. MAYNARD. If Lunderstand the gen- 
tleman from Florida[Mr. Hamitton] correctly 


the number of hands employed in this yard is :: 


one thousand, 

Mr. ARCHER. At the Pensacola yard ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I understood him to 
say so. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Over one thousand. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
is no one there. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If Iam mistaken in that 
there is no force in the question I was about 


to ask. 

Mr. HAMILTON. There are upward of a 
thousand.. I do not know the definite number. 

Mr. ARCHER. Working there? 

Mr. HAMILTON. That is my information. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Then it is manifest that 
two clerks would not be sufficient. 

Mr. ARCHER. I confess it is news to me 
that there is any such number of men employed 
in the Pensacola navy-yard. The gentleman 
who has charge of the bill, I think, will bear 
me out insaying that there is no such number 
in the Pensacola navy-yard. 

(Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. ARCHER. I withdraw the amendment 
to the amendment. 

The question was taken on Mr. HAMILTON’ 8S 
amendment; and it was disagreed to—ayes 
seven, noes not counted. ‘ 

The reading of the bill was resumed; and 
the Clerk read as follows: 

¥or gunpowder, $50,000. 


Mr. SARGENT. I move to strike out 
“ $50,000” and insert ‘‘ $100,000.” The ca- 
pacity of the magazines of the United States‘s 
forty-nine thousand five hundred barrels of 
gunpowder. The amount which we now have | 
on hand is five thousand five hundred and | 
thirty-nine barrels of gunpowder, of which one 
half is at the Mare Island navy-yard. The 
Department in its estimate, I believe, asks an 
appropriation for ten thousand barrels of gun- 
powder. The chairman of the committee can, 
perhaps, tell me the exactamount. With this 
additional amount of gunpowder a large amount 
of expense would be saved in this way. When- 
ever a ship arrives or is to be sent away to a 
foreign station they are compelled to transport 
gunpowder from a distance at a very heavy ex- 

ense. Furthermore there is not enough on 
Fana: In case of a warthereisa very insufficient 
supply. It is the desire of the ordinance de- 
partment that enough for present use be appro- 
priated with a small amount over, to gradually 
fill the magazines, which by the war have been 
run down to this condition of emptiness, there 
being only about five thousand barrels with a 
capacity of nearly fifty thousand barrels. It 
seems to me, although I regret to be compelled: 


in this public way to expose the poverty of 
our resources, that it is the duty of the com- 
mittee to allow this amount of $100,000 for the 
purchase of gunpowder, and that it is dictated 
by every principle of self-preservation. We 
can go on appropriating thousands and hun- 


No one objects to that. 


war. My colleague upon the committee [ Mr. 


. Dawes] has a large arsenal constantly manu- 
: facturing small arms at Springfield, Massachu- 


setts. We vote money for that, and act wisely 
in so doing. Now, when the Navy Depart- 
ment shows that they have only five thousand 


| dreds of thousands of dollars to build up a | 
| great armory at Rock Island, in order to lay | : 

up muskets and guns et various calibers for. | however, would not he the case, but only contracted 
; future contingencies. 


', It is said that in peace we are preparing for 


i: barrels of gunpowder, when our magazines ` 


have a capacity of fifty thousand, and ask you |: 


to increase the amount to ten thousand bar- 
rels for present use, we ought not to reduce 
it, and I trust that this amendment will be 
agreed to by the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I rise to 
oppose the amendment. We have five thou- 


© we will now have a vote. 


sand barrels of gunpowder now on hand. , 


There is no probability that any portion of 


powder, there are powder-mills in this country 
capable of manufacturing powder faster than 


; you can fire it away. Powder is a substance 


that will deteriorate. While the estimate of 


| the Department is for $100,000, the Committee 
| on Appropriations give $50,000; and in my 
There | 
; hand, that will be sufficient and ample. I think 
|, the public service would not suffer in the 
! slightest degree, even if this $50,000 should be 
! stricken out. 


judgment, with the five thousand barrels on 


now preparing for sca, require over five hundred bar- 
rels of powder for their guns. <A barrel of powder 
contains only ten nine-inch charges, six of eleven- 
inch, and not quite three of the lowest charge for a 
fifteen-inch gun. Ifthe effectivecharge of one hun- 
dred pounds is used for the fifteen-inch gun, a barrel 


i of powder is consumed at cach round. 


Powder does not deteriorate in our magazines, and 
weshould lose none in this way even if the five thou- 
sand barrels asked for were made at once; which, 


for as the service needed it. 
Finally, it should be borne in mind that all the 
powder for the Navy is not stored in one magazine, 
ut distributed near the eight navy-yards, including 
the distant one at Mare Island, California: and is 


: frequently happens that when the stock is small the 


bureau is compelled to draw from one station to sup- 


` ply the wants of another, thus incurring additional 


cost and danger of transportation. 
have therefore the honor to suggest that the 


. Naval Committees be requested to assist the Depart- 


ment in having the allowance for powder made at 
least to five thousand barrels, as estimated for. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

A. LUDLOW CASE, 
Chief of Bureau. 

Vice Admiral D. D. Portsr, Navy Department. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I hope 
I do not want to 


say anything more. 


Mr. HALE. I withdraw my amendment to 


© the amendment. 


The question was upon the amendment 
moved by Mr. Sargent to increase the ap- 


` propriation for gunpowder from $50,000 to 
i $100,000. 


The question was taken ; and upon a division 


: there were—ayes 14, noes 55 ; no quorum voting. 


Mr. SARGENT. Allow me to make a cor- : 


that they asked for was five thousand barrels, 
and the Committee on Appropriations allow 


i them twenty-five hundred barrels. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
them one half that they ask for. 
Mr. HALE. I move to amend by striking 


We give 


out the last word. I presume there is no man. 


here who would wish that the- Navy of the 


| rection of my remarks. I stated’ thatthe amount i 


| asked for was ten thousand barrels. Theamount . ther count. 


Mr. SARGENT. I call for tellers. This is 
an important amendment, and I want to know 
whether there is a quorum in this Hall or not. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. WASHBURN, of 
Wisconsin, and Mr. SARGENT, were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported that there were—ayes 24, noes 76. 

Mr. SARGENT. I will not press for a far- 


The amendment was accordingly rejected. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I will move a further 


i; amendment, discouraging and hopeless as it 


' may seem, to this paragraph, in the words: 


« “ For niter and a niter depot, $50,000.” 


United States, if we are to have any Navy | 


whatever, should ever be reduced to a point 


where its store of powder would be any way - 


near consumed. What issaid by thegentleman 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. Wasusurn,| who has 
charge of this bill, has but little force, it seems 


to me, because an emergency may arise atany , 


time when it will not be practicable to call upon 


the private manufacturers throughout the coun- | 


try to supply what may be needed at a day’s 
or at a week’s notice. 
by having a reasonable amount of powder 


stored and on hand in the safe magazines of the i ing niter from other sources and initiated the pres- 


Government; and five thousand barrels is not || 

s ; combined with soda, and uniting it with potash, 
i: which was successfully executed. 
| sequently provided, near Malden, and there are now 


a large amount. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Can the 
gentleman tell us how long five thousand bar- 
rels would last the Navy in case of war? 
Mr. HALE. Upon that very point I was 
just proposing, and I now propose to send to 
the Clerk’s desk to be read a communication 


from Mr. Case, who has charge of this bureau. | 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. The com- 
munication is too long. 

Mr. HALE. It is not too long. It can be 
read before my five minutes expire, and I ask 
to have it read as a part of my remarks. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


BUREAU OF ORDNANCE, 
* Navy DEPARTMENT, March 22, 1870. 


ADMIRAL; Inthe estimatessubmitted by this bureau 
for the next fiscal year is an item for five thousand 
barrels of powder to meet the requirements of the 
service. - - 

The appropriation bill, as reported, reduces this 
item to two thousand five hundred barrels, and if no 
more is allowed I-am certain that the 2 
be served asit should be in this indispensable article. 

As an evidence of this I respectfully state that the 
three ships Worcester, Shenandoah, and Brooklyn, 


Navy cannot | 


In 


: order to save gentlemen the trouble of turning 


There is nothing lost | 


to their book of estimates, I will state that on 
page 127 they will find this estimate: ‘‘ New 
niter depot, $75,000; five hundred thousand 
pounds niter, $55,000.” And on pages 258 
and 259 will be found the reason assigned for 
that, which I will ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: ; 

“The war of the rebellion disclosed the great 
liability to which the Union interest was exposed by 
relying upon the usual supply of niter from Hin- 

ostan., 

“‘In the first place, the supply was limited to the 
ordinary consumption, was unequal to the great 
increase in demand when war arose, and the price 
was not only augmented, but it was difficult to obtain 


‘| what was needed in convenient season. 


* Under these circumstances I thought of obtain- 
ent mode of supply; thatis, by separating the niter 
A depot was sub- 


stored there thirty-six hundred and fifty-nine tons. 

**Itseems advisable to make further provisions to 
complete the plan; for which purpose another depot 
should be provided, as the present one contains 
quite as much as it is advisable to accumulate in 


|i one place, chiefly because when the whole stock is 
| brought together accident or design would dissipate 


it in an instant and leave us unprovided. The con- 
venience of communicating with the different pow- 
der-works is also to be considered. I recommend, 
therefore, that a site for another depot be chosen in 
the interior of the middle States, and convenientof 
access by railroad and canal. ee 

“ In regard to the character of the building, I am 
of the opinion that one similar, but larger than that 
lately completed by the Light-House Board at the 
light-house depot, Tompkinsville, Staten Island, for 
the storage of oil, will be most suitable, and just 
what is wanted, as it is thoroughly protected from 
fire. The cost of the site, vault, and buildings for 
the person in charge of the depot, I estimate will 
be $75,000.” 

Mr. MAYNARD. In view of the condition 
of things exhibited in what has just been read, 
it seems to me the House ought, as a matter 
of pradence, to adopt some such proposition 
aa that which Isabmit, Although we are not at 
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present expecting a war, our business is to be 
always prepared. This is one of the materials 
which ought to be supplied in such quantity 
that we shall not be dependent in any emer- 
gency upon any forcign source of supply. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I rise 
to oppose the amendment. One of the best 
methods to prepare for war is to pay our debts 
and save the money which my friend from 
Tennessee proposes to appropriate in this 
unnecessary manner. 
than three thousand tons of powder—over six 
and a half million pounds. Over fifty thou- 
sand barrels of powder are now under the con- 
trol of the ordnance department; and if the 
Navy should be in need of powder there will 


be no difficulty in making a requisition and | 


effecting a transfer. I am opposed to the 
amendment; bat I will not consume farther 
time in discussing it. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. MUNGEN. 
tion to two items which have been passed. 
refer to those in lines two hundred and fifty- 
nine and two hundred and sixty-five. I think 
that with reference to these there has been 
evidently an oversight on the part of the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
to going back. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

For labor at navy-yards, $100,000. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move to amend the item 
just read by striking out ‘‘one” and inserting 
‘two; ’’ so asto make the appropriation for this 
purpose $200,000. Mr. Chairman, I suppose 
every one will admit that the strength of a 


p= 


I object 


chain is no greater than the strength of its . 
Now, here is one particular , 
bureau, upon whose labor at the navy-yards | 
depends the manufacturing and taking care of | 


weakest part. 


our ordnance, taking it out of vessels arriving 
from abroad, and putting it aboard of vessels 
which are ready to go to sea. There is no use 
in repairing ships; no use in providing them 
with motive-power ; no use in putting men on 
board of them; no use, in-short, in keeping up 
navy-yards at all unless this important inter- 
est is attended to. If this branch of the service 
is weak, all the rest is equally weak, if it does 
not stop altogether. 

The Department estimated about four hun- 
dred thousand dollars for thisitem. The Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, with no reason as- 
signed whatever, have cut down the amount to 
$100,000. The reduction inthis item is out of 
proportion with all other reductions. If the 
reduction were in accordance with any system, 
if it were in pursuance of the idea of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawas] that 
we want a little bijow of a Navy, and that 
everything must be reduced in proportion, 
there might be some justification for the prop- 
osition of the committee. But the appropria- 
tions in other respects do not correspond at all 
with the great reduction in this item. If this 
appropriation be limited to $100,000 our ships 
cannot be sent to sea. Under the rale estab- 
lished by law transfers cannot be made from 


other branches of the service to supply the | 
deficiency in this item. This appropriation | 
would allow only $1,000 a month for each of | 


the navy-yards, which would be scarcely suffi- 
cient to keep in repair the buildings and other 
property belonging to the Government. 

It would be impossible to put batteries and 
stores on board of vessels prepared to be sent 
out on service, or for refitting those returned 
from service, with the appropriation here pro- 
posed. It would be equivalent to closing up 


all our workshops for the fiscal year ending | 


June 80,1871. ‘These statements I have from 
the chief of the bureau. For the present fiscal 
year this bureau had $270,000 appropriated for 
it, against the $100,000 now proposed for it, 
and this $270,000 was added to the balance of 
unexpended appropriations; which gave to that 
bureau for this purpose a sum of $400,000 for 
this year, against this $100,000 proposed for 


We now have more. 


I would like to call atten- | 


the next fiscal year. From $400,000 this year 
this bureau is to be cut down to $100,000 for 
the next year. Is there any logic or propriety 
l| in this? I should like to have any gentleman 
| assign any good, sound reason for this pro- 
i posed reduction from $400,000 to $100,000. 
: The gentleman from Massachusetts says that I 
` am in favor of more liberal appropriations for 
the Navy than heis; but I appeal to the House 
whether I am unreasonable in this when I say 


appropriation for this bureau so enormously? 
Is my amendment asking for too much when J 
propose $200,000, which is only one half the 
amount estimated by the Department? 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, it is at this 
point this House is to determine whether they 
will go on with the labor in the navy-yards 
as proposed by the Department. It is here 
. where the ships are to be repaired and built 
| and sent out, or to be brought within the esti- 
|| mates and appropriations of Congress regard- 
| ing the expenditure of the Government. The 
i| Department asks for $400,000, because they 
| desire to put the Navy upon a footing which 
| will cost us annually $30,000,000. If we 
i! bring it down to the old standard, and allow 
| the Secretary of the Treasury $100,000 to be 
' expended in the navy-yards, it is, in the opin- 
‘ ion of the committee, sufficient. 

I look forward to the day, not far distant, 
when instead of seven navy-yards on the Atlan- 
` tic and one on the Pacific coast we shall have 

them reduced on the Atlantic coast to three ; 
: three efficient navy-yards here on the Atlantic 
coast and a yard on the Pacific commensurate 
with the importance of our Navy and commerce 
on that coast. Butthe Navy Department pro- 
poses to carry on all of these seven navy-yards 
on the Atlantic coast running down to Pensa- 
cola, where the grass is now growing in the 
yard itself, aud where there is no necessity and 
no intention of restoring that yard to efficiency. 
There is no need of expending more than 
$100,000 at two or three places on the Atlan- 
tic coast. We have one navy-yard now in New 
Hampshire, one in Massachusetts, one in New 
York, one at Philadelphia, one here at Wash- 
ington, andanother at Norfolk, and still another 
at Pensacola. We are called upon for this 
large sum for all of these navy-yards. I am 
| opposed to it. I am for curtailing and reduc- 
ing the number of navy-yards, and performing 
|| just as little labor in these yards as the press- 
'| ing and immediate wants of the Navy require. 
| Ifwe want a new ship of war we will do it 
| by contractin private yards. 
| of all these men, and of Admiral Porter him- 


yards much cheaper than in the public yards. 
I am of opinion, and therefore opposed to the 
| amendment, that $100,000 will meet the pres- 
| ent exigency of the Navy, and that is all we 
i should appropriate. 
with no appropriation to justify them in build- 
i| ing new vessels, or for changing war vessels 
| into sailing vessels, or for re-rigging the Navy 


itself. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MYERS. I only want to say a word. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 
|| Mr. MYERS. I moveto strike out the last 
word. I do not expect to occupy even five 
minutes. I wish the House to understand 
what the effect will be if but $100,000 is appro- 
priated by this bill for labor at the various 
navy-yards. 
has already stated, $400,000 is the estimate 
for this purpose by the Navy Department. 

If we appropriate but $100,000, as the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts desires, the work- 
shops in the several navy-yards must be closed 
in a very few months, and the gentleman knows 
it, There are still existing seven navy-yards, 
and the gentleman from Massachusetts proposes 
to do away with them, not by a change in the 
existing law, but by doing away with the neces- 
sary appropriations in the way now proposed. 


it is too great a reduction to cut down the | 


Itis the opinion | 


self, that vessels of war can be built in private : t y 
| properly disposed of. Crip 


I would furnish them || ; 
! the Government by gentlemen on the other 
' side of the House; but I cannot see the pro- 


|| priety 


As the gentleman from California | 


i 


I hope, therefore, that the amendment of my 
friend frém Cabton |r Sarcent] will be 
adopted, and that the House will not give the 
navy-yards the side blow which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts has frankly stated he de- 
sires to give them. I hopethe House will not 
support any such attempt, even proceeding 
from the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations, having the confidence of the House, 
to stab in this way the Departments for which 
they ought to report appropriations. 

Mr. SARGENT. Iriseto oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. I 
desire to say that if the same scale of reduc- 
tion were applied to the whole bill as is applied 
to this item the bill would appropriate but 


|| $4,000,000 instead of $16,000,000. Ifthe gen- 


tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] really 
intends to destroy the Navy, to do away with 
it entirely, to send no more ships to sea, and to 
leave our foreign commerce unprotected and 
uncared for—if that is the intention of the gen- 
tleman, and if such is the desire of the House, 
then it can be accomplished by following his 
advice in this particular. But I say with the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Myers] 
that it is inappropriate for the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations to assail the 
Navy in this manner, and indirectly endeavor 
to sweep it out of existence. That is not a 
position which the leader of this House ought 
to assume. It is inconsistent with the rela- 


|; tions which he bears to the Administration, to 


his party, and to this House. If he desires 
that we shall have no Navy hereafter let him 
endeavor to accomplish his object by direct 
means, by introducing a bill abolishing the 
American Navy. 

If that is done, its past glories will be its 
vindication, even if its fature is to be a blank. 
This reduction of the appropriation from the 
$400,000 asked for in the estimates to $100,000 
will have the effect of destroying the Navy. 
And as I have said, if the same rule were car- 
ried out through all the different bureaus you 
would have to appropriate under this bill but 
$4,000,000, instead of $16,000,000. It is the 
utter absurdity of the appropriation to which 
I direct attention. It might as well be $50,000 
or $10,000 or notone cent. Itis of no account 
whatever as it stands. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts confuses 
the appropriation for ordnance and those for 
construction and repairs. This is for the ord- 
nance department, the department which han- 
dles the ordnance, takes it from ships when 
they arrive and puts it on board when they 
depart for sea. It has charge of all this vast 
amount of property, has the duty of manufac- 
turing it, of keeping it in order and seeing it 
le it in that arn: 


and our Navy is useless. ou cannot send 


- unarmed ships to sea, and if you cannot arm 
| them they must be laid up at home. 


sl can understand why attacks are made on 


of that attorney-like ingenuity which 
day after day and month after month attacks 
its own party, and denounces its own Adminis- 
tration. I think no man of any fairness will 
sanction this kind of assault upon a party by 
those who pretend to beits leaders. We cannot 
go as a party with any strength before the 

eople with such exaggerated abuse from the 
eaders of our party, frequently founded upon 
falsities, often utterly baseless when the facts 
areexamined. When these violent statements 
go to the members of our party through the 
country, who have been accustomed to place 
confidence in us, that one Department after 
another is rotten and unworthy of confidence ; 
when every little incident occurring ata De- 
partment is seized upon and placed inits worst 
light; what can the people think of us and of 
the Administration which we and they have 
placed in power? No party can live, no party 
deserves to live, that tolerates such conduct ; 
and for one I utterly repudiate such leadership. 


1870. 


Mr. DAWES. I move to amend the amend- 


ment by—— 
The CHAIRMAN. There are two amend- 
ments now pending. 


Mr. MYERS. I withdraw the amendment 
to the amendment. . 
Mr. DAWES. Irenew it. It is because the 


amendment asks $200,000 merely for the labor 
in the ordnance department that I oppose it; 
for thelabor in one single bureau, which makes 
no ordnance at all at this time, but is simply 
confined to the manipulations of the ordnance 
in the department. Gentlemen desire that the 
appropriations shall be made on a grand scale 
in this department; that there shall be $75,000 
fora new niter magazine, and $55,000 to pile 
up niter, against a new rebellion that is about 
to come on, ia the imagination of my friend 


from Tennessee; and besides that there shall . 


be $400,000 employed simply in the manipula- - 
tion, the moving, scouring, and taking care of | 


the surplus ordnance iu the Ordnance Bureau 
of this Department, with thirty fifteen-inch guns 
at $110,000, all on the same grand scale. 

I am opposed to the whole of it. I desire 


' disposed to assist; they were disposed to carry 
; out the principles that were implented in the 
Constitution by the fathers, but this Govern- | 


efficiency in the Navy quite as much as does | 
my colleague upon the committee, [Mr. Sar- - 


GENT,] but I do not understand that it is to 
be brought about by any such lavish expendi- 
tures of public money. The trouble is that the 
efficiency and power of the Navy seem to be 
measured solely by the amount of money they 
can expend. I do not understand the history 
of the Nave or its glory, or its achievements, 
or its power in the past in any such way as that. 
It was when the Navy had the least mouey that 
it achieved its greatest glory. An appropria- 
tion of $100,000 to this bureau for no purpose 
but to take care of the ordnance we have on 
hand is enough. 

Mr. DICKEY. Mr. Chairman, the gentle- 
man is wrong in his statement that they have 
nothing to do but to take care of ordnance. 
Whenever a vessel is gotready for sea, ordnance 
has to be put on board of it and fixed there. 
Everytimea vessel returns from sea her ordnance 
is taken off her and new ordnance put upon her. 
It is not, therefore, merely for the purpose of 
taking care of the ordnance on hand. ‘There is 
no occasion for all this excitement about this 
very small item ; no occasion for it whatever. 
I think, with the gentleman from California, 
[Mr. Sarcenr, } that this is an undue reduction. 
It is not in the same proportion in which the 
committee have reduced the other estimates. 
We have reduced the others about one third. 
In this case the estimates have been cut down 
three fourths. Instead of $400,000, as esti- 
mated for, we have allowed but $100,000. I 
think this is too great a reduction. But I do 
not see any occasion for this great excitement 
or for these grand tirades on the one side or 
the other. It is simply a question whether 
we will cut down this estimate or not. Now, 
neither the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 
WasHBvEN] nor the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Dawes] has furnished this committee 
with any reason why the Committee on Appro- 
priations have cut down this particular appro- 
priation out of proportion to their reduction 
of other appropriations. I think if we cut it 
down one half the reduction will be sufficient. 

Mr. DAWES. Iwill withdraw the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. FERRISS. I object. Let us have a 
little voting; we have had a great deal of 
talking. 

The question was taken on Mr. Dawes’s 
amendment to the amendment; and it was 
disagreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. SARGENT’ S 
amendment. 

Mr. CONNER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment so as to make the amount $250,000. Mr. 
Chairman, it does occur to me that the dispo- 
sition on the part of the House to curtail the 
expenses of the Navy so as to reduce our actual 
strength isa policy unwise and unstatesman- 


41st Cona. 2p Szss.—No. 226. 


| be resented by this Government; and in order 


| a report from the chairman of the Committee 


; ing this reduction of the appropriations for the 


| in the Treasury Department, and would see to 
it that the revenues are collected as the law | 


| eign countries it is at least some pride and 


| to Look 
| vessels 
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like. Iam as anxious as any gentleman upon 
this floor can be to reduce the expenses of this 
Government. But when I see from day to 
day, from week to week, and from year to 
year the insults offered to our commerce, the 
insults offered to our citizens in foreign lands, 
itdoes occur to me that these indignities should 


to resent them it is first necessary to place 
ourselves in an attitude that we may be able 
to doit. You had here but a few days since 


on Foreign Affairs relating to some indigni- | 
ties offered to American citizens by some lit- 
tle insignificant Power in South America, and 
there was some suspicion cast upon the con- 
duet of our naval officer there. It may have 
been that he was not in a position to extend 
to those citizens the protection which they 
were entitled to receive. Then, too, we have 
had a struggling neighboring people in the 
island of Cuba that the American people were 


ment was unable to do it, the Administration 
was unable to respond to the demands of the 
American people because the Navy was insuf- 
ficient. 

That was the position taken by the gentle- | 
man from Maine [Mr. Lyncu] in his very able 
speech a few daysago. The American people 
are not prepared properly to meet and resent 
these indignities. I do think that this disposi- 
tion to cut down the appropriations for the 
Navy, to reduce our Navy, is unwise, unstates- 
manlike, and anything but independent for the 
Congress of the first Republic and the first 
Government onearth. This proposition comes 
in exceedingly bad taste from the gentlemen 
who are so extremely energetic in advocat- 


Navy. If they would reduce the expenses of 
the civil service, if they would stop the leaks | 


Congress in voting money to build up the 
Navy from almost nothing, as it was found to 
be in 1861, 

I admire the exploits of the officers of the 
Navy in the war of 1812. I admire the single 
fights of ship against ship. But the glories 
of those days are dimmed indeed when we 
look at such heroes as Farragut and Porter, 
who with vast fleets gained victories for the 
country, and helped to save it from dismem- 
berment. 

But there is one other thing which I would 
call to the mind of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, who to-night advocates, not for the 
first time, his theory of the abolishment of 
many of our navy-yards. Will he tell the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to-night, and through this 
committee the country, that he is ready now 
to begin the construction of one or two great 
naval stations upon the Atlantic coast? Is he 
ready now to urge appropriations for such 
navy-yards as the one proposed at League 
Island, and which is really demanded for the 
public good? 

I stand here willing, as far as my vote will 


= go, to aid in the passage of such legislation as 
i! may be necessary for putting in the progress 


` of construction such yards which in the future 


requires, they would not deem it necessary to | 
' of it. 
penses connected with our navy-yards. Ido ; 


oppose so strenuously the little trifling ex- 


i not want the grass to grow up in our nary- |: 


yards. I believe that when we travel ia for- i 


some satisfaction to us, as American citizens, 
pa the flag of our couatry borse by 
our Nawy. : . 

Mr. O'NBILL. Irise to. oppose 
ment pro forma, for the purpose of calling the 
attention of the Committee of the Whole to 
what has so frequently been said while this and 
other bills have been consideration as 
to the results of the Navy during the late war. 
I have been utterly amazed at the forgetfulness 
of the Committee of the Whole, sad especially | 
the forgetfulness of my friend, the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations, [Mr. 
Dawes.] The membersof the committee, who 
seem to have been roe a raid upon the 
whole organization of the Navy of the United 
States, forget the history of that Navy for the 
last few years. The gentleman from Massa- | 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] who gets so excited on 
this subject says that these large expenditures 
of the Navy Departmani have not added any 
luster to our fag, and that the distinction 
gained by our Navy in past years was gained 
by a low expenditure of money. 

Do we not know that during the past Admin- 
istrations, while we were battling the rebels of | 
the South, it took millioas and millions of 
dollars in order to enable us to prepare for sea | 
some six hundred vessels of war, and that the 
commanders of those vessels did add to the 


glory of the service? Does the gentleman | 
| lugged in. 


‘ this 


from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] forget the 
distinguished services of Farragut and Porter, 
and a host of our other naval officers? Those 
services would never have been successfully 
performed had it not been for the liberality of | 


i will give us the means of building ships and 


iy 


equipping navies, to be sent to sea and com- 
manded by just such gallant officers as to-day 
stand prominent in the annals of the country, 
to fight any enemy that may dare to make war 


upon us. 
[Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. CONNER. Iwill withdraw my amend- 


ment to the amendment. 

Mr. FERRISS. I object to withdrawing the 
amendment; let us have some voting. 

The question was upon the amendment of 
Mr. Conner, to increase the appropriation to 
$250,000. 

Mr. BECK. I rise to a point of order. There 
has been no opposition to the amendment of 
thegentleman from Texas, [Mr. Conner.] The 

entleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. O'NEILL] 
as advocated it more warmly than the mover 


am CHAIRMAN, The objection comes 
e. 
The amendment of Mr. CONNER was not 


reed to. - 
Mr. LOGAN. I moveto amend the amend- 


ment of the gentleman from California, so 
|, as to make the amount of the appropriation 
the amend- | 


$160,000. Mr. Chairman, I must confess that 
I have received from the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. O’ NEILL] some instruction this 
evening on the subject of League Island; but 
what that has to do with this question I cannot 
for my life conceive. 

What is the question before the committee? 
Not whether a navy-yard should be established 
at League Island, not whether Admiral Porter 
or Admiral Farragut was a great man, not 
whether the Navy is entitled to the glories 


. which it has achieved. I accord in feeling with 
| all the eloquent speeches which can be made 


in behalf of the Navy. I agree with all the 
gentleman’s loud-sounding praises of the gal- 
lantry of the Navy. But the question before 


| this committee is whether $100,000 is a suffi- 
| cient appropeiation for labor at the navy-yards 


under the Ordnance Bureau; not whether 
Admiral Farragut or Admiral Porter are great 
men, not whether League Island navy-yard 


| should have been established or not. The gen- 


tleman seems to have ne Island ‘on the 
brain.” [Laughter.] If a member of the 
House moves an amendment to reduce the 
tariff on iron the gentleman makes a speech 
about League Island. No matter what the sub- 
ject under discussion, League Island must be 


ow, sir, let me state my understanding of 
proposition. The Committee on Appro- 
priations propose to reduce the amount of ex- 
penditare for labor at navy-yerds, upon the 
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theory that it is the intention to reduce the 
number of navy-yards, which is a proper meas- 
ure, and one which ought to be carried out. 
This is the principle on which the Committee on 
Appropriations propose to reduce the amount 
which the Navy Department has asked for 
labor in the navy-yards. ‘There seems to be a 
tendency in this direction both in the Army 
and in the Navy. I now have in my desk a 
bill, suggested by the Secretary of War, for the 
sale of all the arsenals in the United States 
with but few exceptions, so that the labor may 


be concentrated at a few establishments instead , 


of being scattered through every State in the , 


Union, in order to please certain parties, as has 


been the practice in times gone by. So it is 
in reference to our navy-yards. 


have had influence enough to secure the estab- 


Certain men |: 
i This is the question we are now called upon to `: 
decide. I wish gentlemen to understand exactly | 


lishment of these yards in parts of the coun- ii 
try where there was no necessity for them what- ` 


ever. There is now no necessity for more than 
one of these yards. There is England, with her 
magnificent navy, which challenges the admira- 
tion of the world. I will ask the gentleman 
from Philadelphia how many navy-yards she 


has? 

Mr. DICKEY. I ask the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Locan] that question. 

Mr. LOGAN. I want to ascertain from 
some of these gentlemen of great information. 

Mr. O'NEILL. 
man’s question. 
in operation to-day more navy-yards in which 


ships can be built and effectively equipped than | 


we have inthiscountry. Shehasat least three 
or four first-class navy-yards and dock-yards, 


besides several lesser ones, in which, with true <; 


national pride, she expends money to make 
her navy great. ; 

Mr. LOGAN. I certainly am very glad to 
be enlightened by the gentleman. My inform- 
ation is that every ship England is now build- 
ing is being constructed under private contract. 
This is the fact, and the gentleman knows it if 
he knows anything about the subject. That is 
the proper and economical method of building 
our ships. During the late war we built by 
private contract vessels that challenged the 
admiration of the world, vessels on which the 
men who have been referred to won their great 
victories. By that system we shall get a good 
Navy ; no other will meet the exigencies ot the 


case. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. If gentle- 
men are determined to talk any longer on this 
amendment I shall move that the committee 
rise to close debate. 

Mr. LOGAN. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. FERRISS. I object to its withdrawal. 

The question being taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Locay, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. Imoveto amend the amendment 
by striking out the last word. Mr. Chairman. I 
wouldnot take up the time of this committee for 
a moment if I did not consider this a practical, 
and in some sense a test question. I was very 
glad to find the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
Loaan] expressing this view of it. If we re- 
fuse to provide for labor in our navy-yards for 


the ensuing year we thereby declare that our |, 


Navy may fall to pieces, and shall no more 
exist. Now, the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, the chairman of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, has intimated that all that this 
item covers is putting aboard and taking off 
ordnance. The best answer to that is the esti- 
mate of the Navy Department, which for all 
these branches is only a few thousand dollars 
less than $400,000. All the labor the Navy 
Department expects to cover one fourth is 
covered by the labor here. No vessel can go 
out and return but her ordnance has to te 
overhauled and renewed. Why, sir, onlya 
few days ago one of our best ships which sailed 
out to sea cost to put her afloat $200,000. 
That was the Colorado, one of our best ships 
of war. It was a question whether she should 
be fitted out at this expense, or whether you 


I will answer the gentle- | 
The British Government has : 


would let her lie and rot at our wharves, and 
lose altogether all the money which her con- 
struction had cost the Government. 

If you do not appropriate a reasonable sum 
for the succeeding year for this purpose the 
result will be that we will have no Navy left. 
What does the gentleman from Massachusetts 


[Mr. Dawes] mean when he says that by and | 
by we shall have navy-yards commensurate | 
‘with our Navy? If we carry out his designs | 
_ we shall need no navy-yards at all, for there 
_ will be no Navy left for us to take care of. 


The Department hus asked for $400,000 for 
this purpose. 


It is necessary to prevent the | 


vessels we now have from becoming utterly | 


useless. 


Committee on Appropriations to $100,000. . 


the effect of the vote they are now called upon 
togive. Ifyou will not furnish adequate funds 
for the necessary labor in the navy-yards of 
the Government, to be expended in the just 
discretion of the Navy Department, then you 
say in effect to all the world that one year 
from now you do not want and do not intend 
to have any Navy. Is this House prepared to 
take any such action as that? For one Í am 
not. 
[Here the hammer fell. } 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Unless 


this debate is soon brought toa close I shall , 


move the committee rise for that purpose. 
Mr. LYNCH. I do not propose to take up 

much of the time of the committee; but I do 

wish to ask the gentleman from Wisconsin, 


who has charge of this bill, upon what princi- | 


ple this reduction has been made by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. There was 
appropriated for this bureau at the last ses- 
sion $250,000. We now give them $375,000. 

Mr. SARGENT. Not for this purpose. 

Mr. LYNCH. I understand the estimate 
of the Department to be about four hundred 
thousand dollars, as stated by the gentleman 
on the Naval Committee, and that has been 
reduced to about one hundred thousand dollars 
in this bill, The question I ask the gentleman 
from Wisconsin is this: upon what principle 
this estimate of the Department has been re- 
duced three quarters? I suppose the Navy 
Department, in making these estimates, made 
them upon some principle and some knowledge 
of the service, and I presume when the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations undertook to cut this 


estimate down three fourths, they did it upon , 


some principle, and after some consultation ` 


| with the Navy Department, and with some ref: : 


erence to the mode and manner in which the ; 


money is to be. expended. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
answer the gentleman from Maine. The Sec- 


| retary of the Navy reports that over forty ves- 


sela have been completely repaired and ready 


to be putin commission. We have reported, in- | 


stead of $250,000 reported last year, $375,000 
in this bill. 
taking them off and putting them on our ves- 


sels. 
Mr. LYNCH. I wish to say, sir, that I 


| suppose all these facts which have been stated 


by the Navy Department are true. The De- 
partment has better information than this or 
any other committee upon which to found 
its estimates. Therefore, according to the 
action of the Committee on Appropriations, 
either one of two things must be true; either 
the Navy Department is imposing upon this 
House in making this estimate of $400,000, 
or else this estimate was cut down by the 
Committee on Appropriations by no sort of 
rule and upon no principle. I wish to under- 
stand whether the committee have gone into 
this matter and have been able in any way to 
convict the Navy Department of an attempt 
to impose upon the House in this matter. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. The esti- 


I will. 


This is simply for handling guns, j' 


That item has been cut down by the | 


mate was made on a largely increased Navy. 
There were to be five new sloops-of-war. 

Mr. LYNCH. One word further in refer- 
ence to our navy-yards. We have eight navy- 
yards on the Atlantic coast instead of seven, 
as stated by the gentleman from Massachusetts ; 
and I believe we ought to reduce them to four. 
I have introduced a resolution, which is now 
before the Committee on Naval Affairs, to in- 
corporate the Kittery navy-yard with that at 
Charlestown, or vice versa. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending 
amendment is exhausted. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hatn’s 
amendment to Mr. Sarcent’s amendment ; 
and it was disagreed to. 

The question was next taken on Mr. Sar- 
GENT’S amendment, to strike out ‘$100,000? 
and insert ‘* $200,000” in line two hundred 


i and seventy-eight; so thatthe paragraph would 


read, ‘‘For labor at navy-yards, $200,000.” 


The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes seventeen, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For repairs to ordnance buildings, magazines, gun- 
parks, machinery, boats, &c., $15,000. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to strike out the 
words ‘‘and so forth’’ in this paragraph and 
wherever they occur in the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

_ Mr. MUNGEN. I move that the committee 
rise. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes fifteen, noes not counted. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, 
and reached line three hundred and sixty-nine, 
at the end of the paragraphs under the head 
of Bureau of Construction and Repair. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move to add after line 
three hundred and sixty-nine the tollowing: 


For constructing a floating dry-dock at the Pen- 
sacala navy-yard, (to replace the one sunk and 
destroyed by the rebels during the war,) $921,927. 

I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read a com- 
munication on this subject from the Secretary 
of the Navy, with an accompanying report from 
the chiefs of the Bureau of Yards and Docks 
and of the Bureau of Construction and Repair. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Navy DEPARTMENT, 
WASHINGTON, February 8, 1869. 

Sie: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of the resolution of the Senate, passed_on the 30th 
titimo, directing the Secretary of the Navy to com- 
municate to the Senate— 

““Whetherthe docks at the Pensacolanavy-yardare 
sufficient for the accommodation and necessities of 


: the Navy in the Gulf of Mexico, and whether further 
' legislation is requisite before the docks can be made 


, sufficient; and 


t if so, what legislation is necessary.” 

There is no dry-dock at the Pensacola navy-yard, 
nor is there at any point on the Gulf of Mexico, 
although it is essential there should be one in that 
quarter. The dry-dock which was at the Pensacola 
yard prior to the rebellion was destroyed by the 
rebels, with much other valuable property; and I 
can say, and have so reported, that the facilities at 
that yard are insufficient for the necessities of the 
Navy and other purposes. Further legislation, is 
therefore requested, and considerable appropria- 
tions are wanted to place the dock and yard at Pen- 
sacola in proper and useful condition. Thestation at 
Pensacola is of immense importance, not only as re- 
gards the Gulf of Mexico, but the whole Mississippi 
valley; for any squadron to protect that great out- 
let mugt necessarily have its headquarters at Pen- 
sacola. 

The resolution of the House was referred to the 
chiefs of the Bureaus of Yards and Docks and of 
Construction and Repair, who have this matter spe- 
cially in charge, and I respectfully submit herewith 
a copy of a joint report made by those officers on the 
subject. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. B. F. Wang, President pro tempore of the United 

States Senate. 

Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Burrau or Yarps anv Docks, 
Wasuincton, D. C., February 9, 1809. 

Sır: In response to the resolution of the Senate, 
dated January 30, (ultimo.) which resolution you 
have referred to us for report, we have the honor to 


1870. — 


state that the navy-yard at Pensacola, Florida, is 
the only navy-yard in the Gulf of Mexico at which 
vessels serving inthat gulf and the West Indies can 
be repaired, and it has been found necessary to re- 

sir and refit many vessels and their appointments 

etore, during, and sincethe rebellion 

The Pensacola navy-yard capitulated to the rebels, 
and when they left it they destroyed all the houses, 
shops, hospital, marine barracks, docks, and rail- 
ways, or so far demolished them as to render them 
useless without extensive ropairs. No permanent 
buildings have since been erected for lack of appro- 
priation. 

The floating 
at a cost of ; 
enemy, and no means have since been available 
there for repairing the bottoms of vessels needing 
such repairs. | 

A dry-dock is absolutely necessary at the Pensa- 
cola navy-yard, and we recommend that appropri- 
ation be made to commence an excavated dry- 
dock, which structure, with appurtenances, will cost . 


$20 floating dock at one half the cost of a perma- |: 


nent excavated dock would answer the purpose, but ° 


dry-dock and basin constructed there, | 
21,927, was sunk and destroyed by the 


until farther improvements shall be made to com- | 


plete the wet basin, a floating dry-dock is liable to '! this morning indicates that the Navy is to stand 


amage by the winds and waves when exposed in 
docking vessels. 

According to the plan of the yard a wet basin 
should be constructed in which vessels could lie in 
safety in all weathers, This wet basin had been 
commenced before the rebellion, but has remained 
untouched since 1861. 
improvement, which atsome future day must becom- | 
pleted, and it will bea costly although indispensable 
improvement. Inside this basin it would be goo 
policy to construct a permanent dry-dock. 

The resolution is herewith returned. 

We have the honor to be, respectfully, your obe- 


dient servants, 
JOS. SMITH, 
Chief of Bureau of Yards and Docks. 
JOHN LENTHALL, 
Chief of Bureau of Construction and Repair. 
Hon. Gibeon WELLES, Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Chairman, when a 
vessel meets with an accident in the Gulf of 
Mexico it is compelled to go north to New 
York, or to some distant northern yard for 


mercial as well as the naval interests of the | 
country that thisdry-dock at Pensacola should : 
be rebuilt. There is in that immediate locality | 
any quantity of the finest kind of timber, live- | 
oak, water-oak, and yellow pine, and other | 
timber peculiarly adapted to naval construc- 
tion. And although the estimate was not made 
in his last report by the present Secretary of the 
Navy, I hope the committee will agree to the | 
amendment I have offered. I desire to quote | 
in support of it the following passage from the | 
report of the Secretary of the Navy for 1868, 
as an authoritative statement from that De- 
partment will have vastly more weight than 
anything I may utter: 

“In none of our navy-yards is there more than 
single dry-dock, and there are but six in all; thre 
built of stone and three floating docks. In the event 
of a maritime war this deficiency would be seriously 
felt, perhaps to a greater extent than any other of 
our pressing wants; and it is worthy of consideration 
whether steps should not be taken without delay to 
place our naval establishments in this respect in a 
condition approaching, at least, our relative import- 
ance with other naval Powers. The dock-yards at 
Cherbourg and Toulon, in France, and at Ports- 
mouth, in Great Britain, each contain a greater num- 
ber of dry-dpcks than all our yards combined; and 
some of the Other dock-yards of these Powers are but 
slightly inferior to those named. While Great Brit- 
ain, France, and other maritime Powers sre increas- 
ing their dry-dock facilities, already far greater 
than ours, we are doing nothing in this direction.” 

Mr. Chairman, I notice in our proceedings 
to-day and to-night an inconsistency and an 
incongruity which I cannot possibly compre- 
hend; that while we are so properly exercised | 
concerning the decline of American commerce, 
and have appointed a special committee to 
ascertain the causes, and while we are now 
making every effort to reinstate our flag upon 
the seas, in the same breath we now almost 
sweep away our navy-yards, dismantling them, 
reducing the forces employed, and rendering 
quite useless the department itself. 

Here the hammer fell. ] : 

ir. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I rise to 
oppose the amendment and demand a vote 
on it. 

The question was put on Mr. HAMILTON’ S 
amendment; and there were on a division— 
ayes fifteen, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 
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Mr. SARGENT. I move to insert after line 
three hundred and sixty-nine ‘‘for finishing 
five sloops of war on the stocks, $1,100,000.”’ 
Mr. Chairman, I will simply remark that enough 
has been said to show that this amendment 
should be adopted, and I will not take up the 
time of the committee by repeating the argu- 
ment. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


For pay of the civil establishment at the several . 


navy-yards under this bureau: At the navy-yard, 
Portsmouth, for clerk to paymaster, $1,000; clerk 
to inspector of provisions and clothing, $1,000; in all, 


Mr. ARCHER. 


masters in the Navy. The action of the House 


' at eiglity-five hundred menand withthe comple- 


; ment of officers as it now stands. 


Now, with 


_ those one hundred and fifty-eight paymasters 
; and assistant paymasters, there certainly can 


This basin is an important |: 


be detailed from the pay department a sufficient 
number of assistant paymasters to perform the 


d | duties of clerks where they are required. There 
‘| are seven navy-yards, in éach of which there‘is 
i; a clerk to the paymaster. 


Now, the regular 


I move to amend that par- | 
agraph by striking out the words, *‘ For clerk | 
to paymaster, $1,000.’’ We have one hundred || 


and fifty-eight paymasters and assistant pay- |! is about and whom the House has been follow- 


establishment of the Navy, with one hundred | 


and fifty-eight paymasters and assistant pay- 
masters, certainly ought to be able to keep the 
accounts without the addition of clerks to the 
paymasters. I therefore move to strike out 
those officers. 


Mr. AXTELL. It occurs to me that we 


| ought to give some faith and credit to these 


Departments of our Government. I think that | 


repairs. It is absolutely necessary for thecom- ` it is very poor economy to take away from the 


' navy-yards the necessary clerical force; and 


unless, as has been well remarked here, the 
officers of the Navy who are demanding these 
services are attempting to deceive this 
and impose upon the country, they need the 
services of these clerks. It certainly appears 


and contempt before the country this great arm 
of our national honor and defense comes with 
a very poor grace from the friends of the Ad- 
ministration. It cannot be possible een 
of honor, men educated by the Governflent, 
men holding high positions, can attempt to 
deceive the House by declaring that they 


so much money and so many clerks and assist- 


l 
í 
f 
i 
| 


ants when they do not need them at all, when , 


they are supernumerary and unnecessary. We | 
know how many clerks we need at our desk, | 


and how many doorkeepers; and if we state 
that we need them, we need them. And when 


the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of the ; 


Navy, and the heads of the Treasury and Post 
Office Departments say that they need clerks, 
we are bound, if we repose faith in them at all, 
to believe that they do need them. The gentle- 
man from Maryland [Mr. ARCHER] says here 
that they can get along very well without these 
clerks. I ask him how he knows that to bea 
fact? 

Mr. ARCHER. Will the gentleman allow 
me to reply ? 

Mr. AXTELL. I will allow the gentleman 
to reply at some other time and notin my time. 
The men who have charge of this work, and 
who have been all their lives engaged in it, 
through the whole length of their service to the 
country, know what they need better than law- 
yers or farmers from Maryland or Pennsylva- 
nia. It is not men in other Departments who 
know what is needed st the navy-yards. It is 
the men who have charge of this work, and 
whose sworn duty it is to state to the country 
what they need, what services they require. 


If the Navy is to be abolished, if the question | 


is of cutting it down one half, and retiring so 
many ships and shutting up so many yards, then 
cut down the appropriations accordingly ; but 
do not come here as Representatives of other 


interests from other quarters of the country 
and say that these men do not need in their 
departments so much clerical work, do not 
need so many assistants. Let us accord to them 
at least that which we claim for ourselves, good 
faith toward the Government. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to strike out the 
last word, and I do it for the purpose of ex- 
pressing my surprise at the position assumed 
by the gentleman from California [Mr. AXTELL] 
in seeking to fasten upon the country an ex- 
penditure of money thatis totally unnecessary. 
Here is a member of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
ÀRCHER]—and the gentleman from California 
is not a member of that committee—a gentle- 
man who is presumed to know exactly what he 


ing in every amendment he has offered to-day, 
who tells us that this appropriation is unneces- 


i sary. And the gentleman from California, a 


: Democrat, rises here, contrary to the instruc- 


ouse | 


tions from the great masses of the Democracy 
of the country, advocating an unnecessary 
expenditure of money. I could not sit in my 
seat quietly and acquiesce in that speech or 
refrain from denouncing it, and saying, with 
due respect to the gentleman, that when he 
rises here and advocates the expenditure of a 
single dollar unnecessarily, hein no wise speaks 
the sentiments of the Democracy of the country. 
I now yield the rest of my time to the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, [Mr. ARCHER. | 

Mr. ARCHER. I would say to the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. AxTELL] that I have 
great respect for the Secretary of the Navy; 
and I would say, too, that the Navy Depart- 
ment having made these estimates, had the 
Committee on Appropriations followed out the 
recommendations of the Secretary of the Navy, 
I would have been disposed to go with them 
and for his recommendations. But when this 
House—not the Secretary of the Navy; when 
this House has shown a determination by its 


p erta. Pp i votes.to-day to reduce the expenditures of the 
to me that this attempt to bring into ridicule ;' 


Navy, then I say that the estimates of the 
Secretary of the Navy must be corrected so 


: as to be in conformity with the action of this 


House. [say that now there is no necessity 


i for this force unless we intend at the same 
i time to turn out of the Navy the officers who 


, fill places in it by regular commissions. 


€ :, in order to save those officers, who have served 
need, in order to carry on these Departments, |: 


It is 


their country faithfully, that I would do away 
with this clerical force. 
It is not from any want of confidence in the 


: head of the Navy Department that I have 


moved this amendment. I have known the 
present Secretary of the Navy from his ear- 
liest boyhood. I believe him to be thoroughly 
honest, and thoroughly desirous of forwarding 
and protecting the interests of the country. 
At the same time, as this House has adopted 
a line of policy looking to a reduction of the 
Navy, I want that we should carry out that 
reduction item by item, and there is no better 
way of doing it than by striking off these civil 
appointments. And I will say further, thatif 
we strike out this clerical force, and if the 
Committee on Naval Affairs succeed in carry- 
ing through this House a bill which they have 


prepared to prevent the appointment of any 


more Officers in the Navy, we will still further 
reduce the expenses of the Government and 
lighten the burdens of the tax-payers of this 
country. f 

[Here the hammer fell.] . 

_Mr. BURR. I move that the committee now 
rise. 

The question was taken; and upon a divis- 
ion there were—ayes 20, noes 67. 

So the motion that the committee rise was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. AXTELL. _Irise to oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. RANDALL, }] and I beg the Committee of 
the Whole to bear with me while I announce 
to my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Rax- 
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DALL] that I have survived his lecture, severe 
as it was. It is the second lecture that I have 
received here from the Democratic side of this 
House for having failed to come up to a cer- 
tain line chalked out by certain gentlemen who 
claim to lead the Democracy. 
from Pennsylvania starts out with the propo- 
sition that it is not Democratic to deal in fair- 
ness with the heads of the Departments of 
this Government. 

Mr. RANDALL. I madeno such statement. 

Mr. AXTELL. Sir, the constituency that 
sent me here to represent the largest and the 
wealthiest district on this foor—— 

Several Memsers. Oh, no! 

Mr. AXTELL. My district contains forty- 
four thousand voters, and more wealth than 
any other district represented on this floor. 
(Cries of “Oh, no!” ‘Oh, no 1°] Item- 
braces the whole of the city of San Francisco 
and one half of the southern portion of the 


State of California. The constituency that I; 


represent did not send me here to fight this 
Government ; they sent me here to sustain this 
Government. And in sustaining the provis- 
ions of this bill, which has been cut down and 
pruned by the Committee on Appropriations 
to the point of strict economy, which has been 
so reduced, under the guidance of a gentleman 
who leads, and leads well, in the path of econ- 
omy, it is not for us now to becutting outitem by 
item. And yetthegentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. RANDALL] dares to stand up on this floor 
and tell me that the Democracy of this coun- 


try are opposed to paying $1,200 a year to a. 


clerk where his labor is needed in the service 


of his country. He is opposed to allowing the - 
services of a clerk to the paymasters of navy- | 


yards, and says that he will hold me respons- 
ible for my vote on this matter. 


lamely throws from his weak right hand? Who 
gave him the right or the authority to lecture 
me for my votes here? The true Democracy 
of the couatry, I tell that gentleman, are in 
favor of sustaining the honor and the flag of 
this country, in peace or in war, whether that 
war is waged by rebels in the South or by 
enemies from abroad. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, (in his seat.) 
Or rebels in the North. 

Mr. AXTELL. Or by rebels in the North. 
The true Democracy of this country are in 


favor of sustaining the honor of its flag against |; 


rebels, wherever they may be found. All who 
fight the Government will find enemies in the 
true Democracy of this country. 


Mr. RANDALL. Does the gentleman mean | 
to apply to me any such language as ‘“‘rebel in | 


the North ?”’ 

Mr. AXTELL. I say that the trae Democ- 
racy of the country are in favor of sustaining 
the Government. 

Mr. RANDALL. I know the gentleman has 
been prompted to the utterance he has just 


made; and I wish to know whether he applies |; 


it to me? 
Mr. AXTELL. The gentleman will have 
no difficulty in understanding my position. 
Mr. RANDALL. Ifthe gentleman applies 


such language to me, he speaks falsely, as my | 


record proves. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
from California [Mr. AxTELL] yield to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RANDALL ?] 

Mr. AXTELL. I donot; Iam repelling an 
attack, not making one. 
sent my constituents. We have a navy-yard on 
the great bayof San Francisco. We are proud 
that the Government gave us that navy-yard. 
We want it properly sustained. We believe 
that this bill embraces appropriations for none 
but necessary expenses; and we propose to 
vote to pay those expenses. For such votes 
neither our Democracy nor our patriotism can 
be called in question. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. I withdraw my amend- 
ment. - 


The gentleman | 


Sir, where | 
were forged the bolts which the gentleman so | 


I stand here to repre- |; 


Mr. FERRISS. I object to its withdrawal. 

Mr. RANDALL'S amendment to the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out the last word. I 
wish to say, in reply to the gentleman from 
California, [Mr. AXTELL,] that I did not at- 
tempt to lecture him or any other member of 


this House; but I did say that the great mass — 
: of the Democracy of this country wish to see | 


an economical administration of the Govern- 
ment; and that when he in this instance, as 
he perhaps does uniformly, stands by a propo- 
sition looking to an extravagant expenditure 
of the public money, he not only misrepresents 
the Democracy of the country, but, as I be- 
lieve, he misrepresents the great mass of the 
people of all parties; and if he feels scourged 
at anything I have said in behalf of the Democ- 
racy or in behalf of economy, I cannot help it. 
When he takes his position he must be respons- 
ible for it; and when his position is, accord- 
| ing to my judgment, wrong, he must submit 
|; with good humor and in good grace to my 
|| criticisms and my castigations. 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I rise 
i| to oppose the amendment. I wish to call the 
|| attention of the House to the facts in regard 
l! to this case. 


| clerks are both authorized by law at a salary 
of $1,000 each. 
mended an increase in each instance of $500. 


The Committee on Appropriations did not con- `: 
cur in that recommendation, but did concur in ʻi 
the propriety of allowing the two clerks, as | 
I hope the | 
amendment of the gentleman from Maryland | 


they are both authorized by law. 


[Mr. Ancusr] to strike out one of these clerks 
will not prevail. 

Mr. ARCHER. I hope it will. 
| The question being taken on Mr. RanDALL’s 

amendment to the amendment, it was not 
agreed to. 

The question recarring on the amendment 
of Mr. ArcHER, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I move that the commit- 
tee rise. 
i| The motion was not agreed to. 
| The Clerk read the following item, under the 
|. heaggng “ Bureau of Medicine and Surgery :” 


il For pay of the civil establishment under this bu- 
‘| reau at the several navy hospitals and navy-yards, 


| Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. ‘I move 
| to amend by inserting after the paragraph just 
| read, ‘“ For contingencies, $80,000.’’ I think 


Mr. WELKER. I hope the gentleman will 
l! explain why it is necessary. 
L Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will do 


if unexpended balance, which it has been work- 
ing with ever since. The contingent expenses 


i| $80,000. I could state,ifit were desired, the 
different matters embraced in these ‘‘contin- 
gencies ;” but I will assure the committee the 
| amendment is all right, and I will not take up 
further time in explaining it. 


tingent fand now asked for by the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery is for the payment of 
| faneral expenses of officers and men of the 


| the Government hospital for the insane, ex- 
penses attending the naval medical board of 
examiners, purchase and repair of hospital 
wagons, harness, &c.; purchase and feed of 
horses, cows, &c., for hospitals; for the pur- 
| chase of trees, seeds, garden tools, &c. ,for hos- 
pital grounds, and legal expenses in protect- 
ing the Government property from trespass and 
destruction. _ 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an 
amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
il man from Wisconsin, and it is one, I am sure, 


The estimate of the Navy De- | 
'| partment was for $3,000 for two clerks. These | 


The Department recom- | 


during this period have amounted each year to | 


Mr. STEVENS. As I understand, this con- | 


Navy, freight on medical stores, advertising, | 
telegrams, transportation of insane patients to | 
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will meet with his approval. I move to add 
a proviso that in the disbursement of the fund 
for funeral expenses no distinction shall be 
made between officers of the Navy. It has 
been customary, as I understand, to pay the 
funeral expenses of certain officers of the 
Navy and to deny that privilege to certain 
other officers. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I am 
willing to accept that amendment. Let the 
proviso read that there shall be no distinction 


` in reference to the expenditure of the fund 
for funeral expenses between officers of the 
. line and staff of the Navy; for that is what it 


means. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I rise to a point of order, 
that this is attaching new legislation to one of 
the appropriation bills contrary to the rule 
of the House. 


Mr. STEVENS. Is it possible that the 


' chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs 


rises to a point of order upon this amend- 
ment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules 
the point of order upon the ground that it is 
perfectly in order for the House to provide 
what disposition shall be made of the fund to 
be appropriated. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I accept 
the amendment as a modification of my own. 
It merely provides that there shall be no dis- 
tinction between burying line and staff officers 


_ of the Navy. 


this amendment does not need any explanation. | 


so. This bureau has had no appropriation of | 
| this kind since 1866, having at that time a large | 


The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Naval Academy: 

For pay of professors and others: Three professors, 
namely, of French, of Spanish, and of ethics and 
English studies, at $1,800 each, $5,400; nineteen as- 
sistant professors, namely, five of French, two of 
Spanish, four of ethics and English studies, three of 
mathematics, one of astronomy, navigation, &., one 
of natural and experimental philosophy, and three 
of drawing, at $1,400 each. 


_ Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move 
in line four hundred and eighty-nine to strike 
out ‘three’? and insert ‘‘four;’’ in line four 
hundred and ninety, after the word ‘‘Spanish,”’ 
to insert ‘‘ and one of chemistry ;’’ in line four 
hundred and ninety-three, to strike out ‘‘four’’ 
and insert ttthree;” and in line four hundred 
and ninety-four, tostrike out ‘‘ three’’ and insert 
‘two; so that it will read : 

For pay of professors and others; four professors, 
namely, of French, of Spanish, and one o chemistry 
and of ethics and English studies, at $1,800 each, 
$5,400; nineteen_assistant professors, namely, five of 
French, two of Spanish, three of ethics and English 
studies, two of mathematics, one of astronomy, nav- 
igation, &c., one of natural and experimental phi- 
losophy, and three of drawing, at $1,400 each. 


Mr. Chairman, this changes round and re- 


: duces the number of professors, making a 


saving of $1,000. 

Mr. SARGENT. Just $1,000. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Why does the gentleman 
propose a reduction in the course of mathe- 
matics ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. It is in 
accordance with the recommendation of the 
Navy Department. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SARGENT. Ihope the Clerk will be 
instructed to conform the other figures to the 
amendment just adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. That will be done. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That no chief of a 
bureau shall make any contract for supplies for the 
Navy to be executed in a foreign country, except it 
be on first advertising for at least thirty days in two 
daily newspapers of the city of New York, invitin, 
sealed bids for furnishing the supplies desired, whic 
bids shall be opened in the presence of the Secretary 
of the Navy and the heads of two bureaus, and con- 
tracts shall in all cases be awarded to the lowest 
bidder; and paymasters for the Navy on foreign 
stations shall render with their accounts for settle- 
ment an official certificate from the resident consul, 
commercial or consular agent of the United States, 
to be furnished gratis, vouching that all purchases 
and expenditures made by said paymasters were 
made at the ruling market prices of the port or place 
at the time of purchase er expenditure, and no pur- 
chase of coal or other naval supplies, exceeding the 
value of $100, shall be made in any foreign port 
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without iaviting sealed proposals for the same from 
the regular e, to be opened in tho presence of 
the service naval officer in port, and the consul, 


shall accord the contract to the lowest bidder. 


| 
i 


commercial or coasular agent, if there be one, who | 


if 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I make the point that this _ 


is new legislation, and therefore not in order in 
an appropriation bill. I am under the impres- 
sion that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Pare] reserved all points of order on thìs 
HILA 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no knowl- 
edge of that fact. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Sach is my impression. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I have 
no recollection of any-point of order being 
reserved. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not dis- 
tinctly informed whether the gentleman from 
Tennessee or any other gentleman reserved the 
right to raise poet of order with reference to 
the bill. If the right was reserved the Chair 


ia of opinion that this section is independent : 


legislation and cannot be considered. If the 
right was not reserved, then it is too late to 
raise the question of order now. 4 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Itis some time since this 
bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, but my impression is that the gentleman 
from Tennessee reserved points of order, and 
that I believe is the gentleman’s own reeollec- 


uon. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. This is 
the first I have heard of it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. My recollection is in ac- 
cordance with what has been stated by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scorre.p. ] 

Mr. SARGENT. I recollect that the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee reserved the right to 
make points of order. 

Mr. DAWES. I would inquire of the Chair 
if there is any record of that fact? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair accepts the 
statement of the gentleman from California 


(Mr. SARGENT] and other gentlemen, that the ` 


right to raise the objection was reserved. The 
Chair rules that this section is independent 
legislation, and cannot be considered a part of 
this bill. . 

The section accordingly was stricken out, 


that the committee rise and report the bill to || 


the House with amendments. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. 
ScorigLp having taken the chair as Speaker 


pro tempore, Mr. ELDRIDGE reported that the |' 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the : 
Union, according to order of the House, had | 
had under consideration the Union generally, | 
and particularly the special order, House bill ; 


No. 1533, making appropriations for the naval 
service for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1871, and had directed him to report back the 
bill with sundry amendments. . 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I demand 
the previous 
bill and amendments. l 

Mr. COX. I hope that the final passage of 
the bill will be postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. ARCHER. Let us adjourn. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Let us windup 
the bill to-night. i 

The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered, which was first on 
concurring in the amendments reported: from 
the Committee of the Whole. FSE 

Mr. LYNCH. Is it proposed that they shall 
be concurred in in the gross? poeg 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I ask 
that they shall all be considered as concurred 
in, unless a separate vote is asked on any of 
them. — A 

The amendments were concurred in. ~ 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and bei 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, 


moved to 


nestion on, the passage. of the || Church Temperance Association, May 14, 1870, ` 


i in favor of the passage of the bill to suppress 


| 


reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


And then, on motion of Mr. COX, (at ten | Comn 
+ abilities. 


o’clock p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Coffman, of Rockingham county, Virginia, and 
of William J. Salmon, of Henry county, Vir- 
ginia, praying the removal of their political 


i disabilities; which were referred to the select 


The following petitions, &c., were presented _ 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 

committees : 
By Mr. BARNUM: The petition of Edward 

JT. Yates, postmaster at Thomiston, in the town 

of Plymouth, Litchfield county, Connecticut, 

praying vongress to refund him $300, paid the 
‘ost Office 

his office November 17, 1868. 


epartment for stamps stolen from ° 


By Mr. COX: The petition of Robert Wehe, © 


late lieutenant one hundred and nineteenth 
New York volunteers, for pay. 


By Mr. CREBS: The petition of H. Cope- 


land and 60 others, citizens of Ash Ridge, 
Massac county, Illinois, praying for a reduc- 
tion of duty on tee. coffee, sugar, and molasses. 


By Mr. JONES, of Kentucky: The petition | 


of B. J. Stewart, of Greenville county, South 
Carolina, for removal of political disabilitias. 

By Mr. JULIAN: A protest of 255 citizens 
of Santa Barbara county, California, against 
the approval of the present survey of the 
rancho of Los Prietos-y-Najabaguyeya. 

_ By Mr. KELSEY: The petition of Henri- 
etta L. Underhill, of Canandaigua; New York, 
for relief. 
` By Mr. LOGAN: The petition of Colonel 
Oscar Malenburg, for increase of pension. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Mrs. 
Mary Chichester, praying indemnity for losses 
sustained daring the war. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND: Thepetition of Eliza- 
beth McClay, widow of Samuel McClay, for a 
pension. 


Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 


He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Virginia, praying the abolition of the franking 
' privilege; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 
Mr. CHANDLER presented two memorials 
of citizens of Michigan, remonstrating against 
the extension of the patent of John Young for 
wringing and washing machines; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FLANAGAN presented the petition of 
B. R. Sanders, of Texas, praying the removal 
of his political disabilities; which was referred 
to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities. 

Mr. FENTON presented a memorial of sell- 
ers of household wringers of New York, remon- 
strating against the extension of John Young’s 
patent for washing and wringing machines; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS presented a memorial of 
sellers of household wringers in Burlington, 

Vermont, remonstrating against the extension 
of John Young’s poa for washing and wring- 
ing machines; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. COLE presented a resolution of the 
` Legislature of California, asking the passage 
i of a bill granting land in aid of the construc- 
tion of a canal for mining and irrigating pur- 
poses from the mountain lakes in El Dorado 
county, via Placerville, to the city of Sacra- 
' mento; which was referred to the Committee 


` on Public Lands, 


Also, the petition of the same for her hus- ` 


band’s bounty. ` 


Also, a petition of citizens of Chester, Penn- : 


sylvania, asking a survey of the port of Chester 
and parts of the river Delaware adjacent. > ~ 
By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move F. G. Skinner and 88 others, citizens of New 


York, praying for an appropriation of —-+ thou. 
sand dollars, to be used by the Commissioner 
of Agriculture for the purchase and importa- 
tion of choice specimens of stock for breeding 
purposes. i i 


IN SENATE. l 
. Taurspay, May 19, 1870.. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. News 
man, D. D. > a ae 
_ The Journal of yesterday. was read and 
approved. ean Spo 
PETITIONS AND MEMOBIALS.. 


The VICE PRESIDENT pee resolu- 
tions adopted at a meeting of the First Baptist 


drinking-houses and tippling-shops, and to reg- 
ulate the sale of intoxicating liquors in the 
Distriet of Columbia; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. © - > > > poe 
Mr. McCREERY presented the petitions of 
W. W. Cox; John E. Cooper, and Jobn T. 
Hazeling, of Morgan county, Kentucky, pray- 
ing the removal of their polea disabilities; 
which were referred: to the: 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. __ 
Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of 
Milton S. Hodges, of Matthews county, Vir- 
ginia, praying the removal of his political dis- 
abilities; which: was referred to the select 
Committee oh ‘the 
abilities, = goe S Ta an 
_ Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
Robert ©. Spencer, of: Halifax county; Vir- 
ginia; of R. W. Harrison, of Rockingham 
couńty, Virginia; of William G. Thompson, 
Isaac Wright, Madison Moore, and Erasmus 


He also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Galifornia, asking the- speedy con- 
struction of a ship-eanal between the Atlantic 
and the Pacific, across the Isthmus of Darien; 
which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Hiram 
R. Rhea, private company G, third North Car- 


', olina mounted infantry, praying to be allowed 


| 


i; a pension ; which was referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Pensions. _ a, 
Mr. POMEROY. TI have recéiyed and am 
charged with the presentation 6f:a memorial, 


! signed by some three hundred citizens of the 


‘| State of Rhode Island, 


in which they represent 


‘| that there are inequalities among white male 


select Committee ; 


Removal of Political Dis- 4 


| citizens of the United States resident im that 
| State, sustained by the constitution and laws 
| of the State, in reference to the right to vote. 

| They represent that the two recent amendments 
| to the Constitution of the United States, the 

' fourteenth and the fifteenth, ought to be so 
administered as to protect them: They repre- 
sent that the constitution and laws of the State 
of Rhode Island require that personsof foreign 
birth, although naturalized citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, shall own real-estaté to the amount 
of some $150 or else they shall not vote. This 
is clearly: a very obnoxiows ‘provision, as I 
! think. have for many years insisted that 

| there should be no inequalities among citizens; 


,| among male citizens ¢specially, in the right to 
‘l.vote. I cannot see, however, that this pro- 


vision of the constitution and laws of the State 
of Rhode Island contravenes the amendmeiits 
| tothe Constitution of the United States. There 
| is only one clause in those amendments which 
affects the question in any way, and that is the 


'| second section of the fourteenth amendment, 
under which the State of Rhode Island will 
| necessarily suffer if she persists in practicing 


this inequality among male citizens, and that 
is in regard to the basis of representation. 
That section of -the fourteenth amendment 
: provides: a Ae: 

-' When the right to vote at any election for the - 


| ehoice of electors for President and Vice President 


i of the United States, Representatives in Congress, 
the executive and judicial officers of a State, or the 
members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any 

| of the male inhabitants of such State being twenty- 
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one years of age and citizens of the United States, | 
or in avy way abridged, except for ticipation in | 
rebellion or other crime, the basis of representation | 
therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the . 
number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole 
number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in 
such State.” 

So that although I cannot see that the law 
or the constitution of Rhode Island conflicts 
with either the fourteenth or fifteenth amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States 
in its letter, though it may possibly do sd in 
its spirit, still I do see that the State itself, in 
the basis of representation, may be called upon 
to suffer. It is an inequality which I think 
ought to be remedied. 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to inquire 
in this connection if the Senator does not see 
a practical difficulty in the way of any inter- 
ference with regard to the voting of foreign- 
ers? Many of the western States allow for- 
eigners to vote hefore they become natural- 
jzed citizens. Might not the citizen claim that 
that was an intérference with his rights, and 
that Co ought to prohibit it? I think 
it is best to let the States‘control this matter, 


and let foreigners vote before naturalization | 


if they choose. - 

Mr. POMEROY. Iam not going to discuss 
the question. Iwas only about to say that I 
think it would be incumbent on any person who 
has his attention called to the matter to intro- 
duce a bill, that it may be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, that that committee 
may examine the subject. The bill pending 
before Congress at this time, I ani sorry to say, 
does not provide for this class of disfranchised 
persons. J think it ought to do so, but it does 
not. -I therefore present this memorial, with 
the understanding that I shall hereafter intro- 
duce a bill looking to the correction of this 
enormity, if it mey be so termed, of disfran- 
chising white citizens, and I hope at an early 
day the Committee on the Judiciary will report 
a measure that will place white male citizens . 
at least on an equality with each other. 
ìs an enormity which ought not to be permitted | 
under the Government of the United States. 


on the Judiciary. 
UNION WITH BRITISH AMERICA, 


Mr. POMEROY. LIhavereceived a memo- `` 


rial, which I may not be able to present in cori- 
sequence of its being signed by. persons who 
are not citizens of the United States. I will 
state, however, that the memorial representa 
that since the abandonment of the reciprocity. 


| 
li 
i 
ł 


This ` 


jt 
The memorial was referred to the Committee || 


1 
ii 


treaty between this country and the. British ` 


North American. provinces great embarrags- 
went exists over the line and great depression 
of trade ; that the policy of the British Govern- 
ment has been such that they bawe. not been 
able to foster and encourage their domestie 


manufactures ; thatthey depend mostly on agri- 


culture; that, they are losing. twenty-five per 

cent. on the profits of theiragriculture year by ` 
year ; and they represent that there are great 
and controlling reasons why there should be a 
union between'.the British North American 
provinces aud the United States. They donot 


ask in so many worda for-annexation, but for | 
Tam.) 


a union honorable to them and to as. 


not able to praeri the memorial because under | 
the rules o 


to petition ; but I present the following resolu- 
tion as the. basis of this memorial.. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Resolutions are 
not now in order... ; eae 
Mr. POMEROY. Let. it be read for the | 
information of the Senate. Whites © aes | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that by a decision made three times in 
the Senate, once by the Senator from Maine, 
Mr. Hamuiy,] when occupying this chair as 
ice President, it was decided that petitions 
from citizens or subjects of foreign countries 
could nct be received by the Senate, but could 


the Senate of the United States | at : 
and under our manner of proceedings-persons i; With the bill, 


not citizens of the United States are not allowed || 


| this report was agreed 


' sions, to whom was referred the. bill (H. Be 
: No. 829) granting a pension to Jerry Gordon, 


l! details of the amount retained. j 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ee 


be transmitted to the Department of State, the | 
Department through which we regulate our | 
intercourse with foreign nations, and if they | 
deemed it important they could transmit it to | 
the Senate, and thereby bring the matter before | 
the consideration of Congress. There have: 
been several debates on the subject, in which | 
Mr. Webster, Mr. Calhoun, and others partici- 
pated. That seems to be the settled policy. 
Mr. POMEROY. Iam aware of those de- | 
cisions. I present a resolution which merely 
conveys the idea contained in the memorial.’ | 
I do not present the memorial. ' 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom | 
Kansas asks unanimous consent to submit a 
resolution bearing upon this memorjal, which 
by the rules of the Senate he cannot present. .. 
‘The resolution will be read. 
The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: ` 
Resolved, That tho President bo requested, ifin his 
judgment it be deemed expedient, to open negotia- 
tions with the Government of Great Britain, to ascer- 
tain whether a union of the British North American 
provinces with the United States of America can be 
accomplished upon terms equally advantageous and | 
honorableto Great Britain, the British North Ameri- , 
can provinces, and the United States of America. 
Mr. POMEROY. I move that the resolu- - 
tion lie on the table, and be priated. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the papers 
in the case of Rebecca. C. Meeker, widow of 
Captain James C. Meeker, a soldier of the war 
of 1812, be withdrawn from the files of the Sen- 
ate and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. There was a favorable report, and a 
bill passed two or three years ago, but it did 
not get through both Houses, so that I am, 
within the rules, I believe. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, That order will ; 


be made. rg 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SPENCER. The Committee on Com- | 
merce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. | 
446) to appoint an appraiser of merchandise | 
for the port of Mobile, have directed me to 
report it back with amendments, and recom- 
mend its passage; and I asi for its immedi- 
ate consideration. Itis very Bhort; it will take 
but a moment. $ 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We are going to take up | 
the Calendar in-a day or two. The: bill had 
better bé printed, so that we may see what it is. 

Mr. SPENCER. Itis very short, and there 
is a letter from the Secretary-of the Treasury , 
accompanying it asking for its passage. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1l want to see what it is. ` 

The VICEPRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont objects. - woe 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee:on Claims, : 
to whom was referred the bill (8. No. 847) for . 
the relief of J. Allen Porter, reported it with | 
amendments, 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on: Pen- 


reported it with amendments. (He stated that 
to by. a majarity-of the 
committee.) ts et a, 

‘Mr. SHERMAN. Iam directed bythe Com- | 
mittee on Finance to report eertain amend- 
ments to the bill (S. No. 890): to reduce tax- — 
ation, and I ask that they he printed together , 
I also ask that:there be printed 
a table which has been earefully prepared,show- 
ing the amount of taxes to be repealed and the | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be‘ no 
objection that order will be made.: ` ` 
. Mr, DRAKE, || 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S.No. | 
877) to regulate the pensions of the Navy and | 
Marine corps, and for other purposes, asked to || 
be discharged from its further consideration, | 
and that it be referred to the Committeé-on || 
Pensions; which was agreed to. : eg | 
.Me.. RAMSEY... The Committee on ‘Post | 
Offices and: Post: Roads, to whont was referred i: 


l 
i 
H 


from the Committee.an Naval ‘| - 


May 19, 


the bill (S. No. 675) to facilitate postal inter- 
course with foreign countries, have directed 
me to report it back without amendment and 
recommend its passage. Would there be an 
objection to its consideration now? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Minnesota asks the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to proceed to the consideration 


| of the bill just reported by him. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. _I object. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont objects, and the bill will be 


'| placed upon the Calendar. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 


| Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the 
_ bill (S. No. 602) to grant the right of way for 


the Alameda road through certain lands in the 


- State of California, reported it without amend- 


. ment. R : 

! Mr. WILLEY, from the Committee on Pat- 
' ents, to whom was referred the petition of Ass 
: O. Butman, administrator of James A. Cut- 


ting, praying to be allowed to apply for an 
extension of his patent for making photo- 


: graphic pictures, submitted an adverse report ; 


which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GILBERT, from the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 2044) declaring 
the bridge between Philadelphia and Camden 
a post route, reported it without amendment. 

Mr, SUMNER, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Charles Town Smith, praying compen- 
sation for services rendered as attaché of the 
United States legation at Madrid in the set- 
tlement of the affair of the Black Warrior, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Iam requested to ask 


| leave to introduce a joint resolution providing 


for the admission of photographs for exhibi- 
tion free of duty, accompanied by a petition, 
signed by Mr. Gardner, chairman of the com- 
mittee of photographers. I ask that it be 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 199) 
providing for the admission of photographs 
for exhibition free of duty; which was read 
twice by itstitle, referred to the Committee on 


. Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. POMEROY asked, and. by unanimous 
| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 930) amendatory of the preémptions laws; 


| which was read twice by its title, referred to. 


the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. FENTON. I have been requested to 
present a bill, which I’ ask leave to introduce, 
without committing myself to all its provisions. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 931) to regulate 


' the seizure of books and papers, ard the dis- 
' position of the proceeds of fines, penalties, 
‘and forfeitures incurred under the laws relat- 
‘ing to the customs, and for other, purposes; 


which was read twice by its title, referred to 


' the Committee on‘ Finance, and ordered to he 


printed. 

‘Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
982) for the disposal of coal lands and other 
mineral lands in the public domain; which 


' was read twice by its title, referred to the 


Committee on Public 
be printed. ` 
ye S POSTAL STATISTICS., 


The Senate proceeded to consider the. fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr.: 
SUMNER ; and it was agreed to: : 


Resolved, Thatthe Postmaster General be requested 
to communicate to the Senate, from information at 
the Department, answers to the following inquiries: 

What were the expenses and receipts of the Post 
Office in the different States and- Territories during 
the last year? 


Landa, and ordered to 
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What for the last five years has been the number 
of letters annually mailed ? 
Algo, annual increase of money orders. 
Also, annual increase of registered letters. 
Also, annual increase of stamps and stamped 
envelopes. i 
Also, annual increase in weight of mail matter as 
returned by different railroads. 
Also, annual increase of foreign letters. 
_-Also, what is the proportion of letters to popula- 
tion in the United States during tie last year. What 
in Great Britain according to the latest report? - 


ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 
Mr. STEWART. 
order. ; 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 


t 


‘| fierce declamation hurled against all the con- ; 
_ titutionalamendments by our Democratic asso- 
.. Clates in this body; the bitter opposition raised 


il 


ate were united upon that point. Well, sir, 
this, it seems to me, opens to us a view rather 
wider than the discussion of the technical points 
which we have been listening to in the course 
of this debate. | 

It brings back to our memories again the | 


| against all legislation designed to enforce them ; 


business is concluded, and the Senate, as in : 


Committee of the Whole, resumes the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. No. 1298) to enforce 


the rights of citizens of the United States to | 


vote in the several States of this Union, who 
have hitherto been denied that right on account 


of race, color, or previous condition of ser- ; 


vitude. 

Mr. EDM 
question ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending 
trom Alabama [ Mr. Warner] to the substitute 
of the Senator trom Nevada, [Mr. Srewarr. ] 

Mr. STEWART. Betore the Senator from 
Maryland proceeds I will state that I hope we 
may get through with this bill before we ad- 
journ. I shall insist upon it so far as I am 
concerned, and I shall ask my fellow-Senators 
to stand by me. 


UNDS. What is the pending | Senator from New Jersey, and desiring to say » 
: to him what I conceive to be the blessings of 


question is on the amendment of the Senator | Pe ee oor buen ada the maaner 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, resumed ` 


the floor, and concluded the speech he began 


yesterday: [it will be published in the Appen- : 


from New Jersey [Mr. Srocgroy] addressed . 


yesterday, in the course of his speech, a per- 
sonal appeal to me, with so much. eloquent 
earnestness that ] am not permitted to doubt 


its sincerity; and I think courtesy requires ; 


that I should respond to it in the same spirit. 


He expressed his belief that I and thousands | 


of the children of my native land had come to 


these shores for the purpose of enjoying the | 
blessings of liberty and self government; and | 


in arguing against this bill, be intimated that 
we would certainly consider it our‘duty to do 
all in our power to preserve and ‘perpetuate 
these inestimable blessings. In all these sup- 
positions he was rigbt; but I apprehend there 


may be a serious difference of opinion between | 


the Senator from New Jersey and myself ag to 
what those blessings of liberty and self: govern- 
ment consist in, and as to the manner in which 
they can and ought to be preserved and per- 


petaated ; and. inasmuch as he has appealed to | 
me from his point of view I think it is proper | 
that I should ‘appeal to him and to his asso- | 


cidtes from mine. _. z 

Ihave listened to the arguments of Demo-, 
cratic Senators against this bill with mingled 
pee pain ; pleasure, when I noticed 

ow my-honorable friend from Ohio, :[Mr. 
TnvurMAN,} whose shrewdness. on this floor 
nobody is disposed te doubt, thought it proper 
to confine himself to an attack on the-details 
of this bill, instead of launching into that gen- 


eral denunciation of the constitutional amend: | 
ments and the legislation based thereon with i 


which Democratic Senators had made us 80 
familiar on former occasions. I might have 
considered that a good omen had not some of 
his associates, less discreet and more impulsive 
than he, hoisted the true colors of their party 
and boldly declared that they did not believe in 
the validity of the fifteenth. amendment, and 
openly proclaimed their desire to see it over- 
thrown. Then I could not but remember that 
even the Senator from Ohio, in tbe opening 
remarks of his speech, spoke of the fifteenth 
amendmentasa thing of only supposed legality, 
though he, as á practical man, was willing to 
base his argument upon that supposition, for 
the reason that the ruling majority of the Sen- 


, action of the States exclusively; the acrimo- 
. nious charge that we were a revolutionary party ; 
; that we had already revolutionized the Consti- 


, about. to subvert the whole system of self- 
| government and all the political institutions to 


the vehement appeals in the ` f li 
I call for the regular | m a a ger 


of self-government, of State rights, and of all 
that is great and good, to leave the rights of 
the newly-enfranchised class to the legislative 


tution of the United States, and that we were 


_ which thiscountry owes so many ofits blessings. 


Now, sir, in responding to the appeal of the 


in which they ought to be sustained, preserved, 
and perpetuated, I beg him to review with me 


i the field covered by the bill before us. Weare : 
| charged with having revolutionized the Con- 
` stitution of the country by the amendments 
: recently ratified ; and that charge is reiterated _ 
i so often that we have. reason to suppose our | 


| 


| opponents must consider it a crushing argu- 
= Ment. 
, to enter a plea of ‘‘not guilty.” On the con- | 


| the epabhican party is by no means ashamed | 
1x. u of it. 
Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, as the Sen- `i 


ate will remember, the honorable Senator `; dous significance. Yes, the Constitution of the 


Well, sir, I do not deem it necessary |; 
trary, I acknowledge the fact, and I suppose || 


Yes, sir, this Republic has ` passed 
through.a revolutionary process of tremen- | 


United States has been changed in some most 


| essential points; that change does amount to 


a great revolution, and this bill is one of its ` 
legitimate children. Let us look those facts 
in the face, and I think we may derive from 
them some conclusions which may be of ser- 
vice in the discussion of the provisions of this 
bill. What was that constitutional revolution 
which the Demoerats denounce as so fearful | 
an outrage? In order.to understand it fully, 

we must cast a look back and.see what the : 
constitutional polity of the United States was | 
before the civil-war, according to the Demo- 
cratic interpretation of the Constitution then 
prevailing. 

- Constitutions and constitutional construc- 
tions do not spring from a. mere, process of 
philosophical speculation and reasoning. They 


grow out-of conditions, circumstances, events, | 
sympathies, prevailing interests. We all re- | 


member that the most powerful political inter- , 
est in this. country fora long period previous ; 
to the war was that of slavery. We remember ' 
also that the slave power, finding itself at war | 
with the conscience of mankind, condemned 
by the enlightened spirit of this age, menaced 
by adverse interests growing stronger and. 
stronger every day, sought safety behind the 
bulwark of what they euphoniously called local 
self-government, and intrenched itself in the 
doetrine.of State sovereignty., To be, sure, it’ 
made, from that defensive position, offensive : 
sallies, encroaching on the rights of the non- | 
slaveholding States, as for instance in the case 
of the notorious fugitive slave law. and the 
attempt, to take possession.of the whole terri- 
torial domain of this Republic; but the doc: | 
trine of State sovereignty was its main citadel, 
its base.of operations. . ie eh xg HoR 
What was this dogma? It was asserted and | 
accepted as a fundamental principle, as the | 
peculiarly democratic. feature of our repub- | 
lican system of government, that the several 
eographical a political subdivisions of this ; 
epublic ealled the States should not only have 
the right to govern and manage their own home 


population, or only a part, and what part, 
should participate in the management of their 
common concerns, that is to say, in the fanc- 
tions of self-government. In other words, the 
doctrine was that the States had the right to 
subject a large portion of their people to the 
absolute dominion and despotic rule of another 
portion, and to.determine at their discretion 
by what means that despotic rule of man over 
man should be set on foot and perpetuated, 


: no matter how flagrantly hostile those means 


-| ment rests. 


might be to the fundamental rightsand liberties 
upon which the whole fabric of free govern- 
That was the Democratic doctrine 


' of State sovereignty. It was called the princi- 


i: stitutions. 


affairs,- independent of all interference on the 
part of the national authority, but also to de- | 
termine for themselves whether their whole 


pal safeguard of popular self-government, and 
canonized with the name of true and genuine 
democracy. And now look at some of those 
monstrous political fallacies in which that doc- 


. trine of true self-government and genuine de- 


mocracy resuited ; and when I have stated them 


: you will at once discern their consanguinity 


with the very arguments which have been urged 


- upon this floor against our constitutional amend- 


ments and that legislation which is necessary to 
enforce them. 

It was. held that true liberty implied the 
right of one man to hold another man as his 
slave. It was held and believed that the United 
States could not be a truly republican organ- 
ization unless the several States had the power 
to maintain and perpetuate undemocratic in- 
It was held that true self-govern- 
ment- consisted in the very fact that the several 
States of this Union should have the power to 
exclude any number, however large, of their 
population from the exercise of all the func- 
tions of self-government. In other words, you, 
my Democratic friends, in the name of liberty 
asserted the right of one man, under State law, 


. to deprive another man of his freedom ; in the 


name of democracy you asserted the right of 
one class of people under State law to rule 
despotically over another class; in the name 


_ of self-government you asserted the right of 
the States to exclude a large portion, some- 


times even amounting to a majority of their 


| population, from all participation in self-gov- 
ernment. 


Now, my friend from New Jersey 
will permit me to.say that J, andthose who like 
me left.their old homes, didby no means come 
to this country for the purpose of: maintaining 
and perpetuating such blessings. of liberty and 
self-government. ota a Mee 
Sir, you would search the history of the 
aberrations of the human mind in vain for an. 
array of logical: contradictions more glaring 
and monstrous, for a structure of political fal- 
lacies more bare-faced, more audacious, more 
wicked, and more mischievous, There never 
was a more transparent attempt to. hide. the 
most odious and. arbitrary despotism under the 
nise of. democratic professions; and it is in- 
dood surprising how such a tissue, of. false pre- 
tenses could ever have survived a moment’ s 
unprejudiced.: scrutiny; but more surprising 
still it is that even at this day something skin 
to it should find ‘a voice on the floor of, the 
American Senate. - . Sees x or 
Finally that structure. of fallacies, ‘still so 
overshadowing but ten. shart. years ago, tum- 
bled down. It: fell after having heaped out- 
rage after.outrage upon the dignity of humanu 
nature ; after having for generations befogged 


'| the minds, corrupted the logic, and debauched 


the moralsense: of the American people a after 
having well-nigh poisoned eur whole political 
life; after having iavolved this couatry in the 


| most irrepressible of conflicts. It fell; after 


having arrayed man. against, man in bloody 
struggle; after having devoured five hundred 
thousand of the children of this Republic and 
untold millions of ourtreagure.. It was finally 
overthrown by the shock of the greatrevolution. 
And what did, that revolution put in its. place? 
It gave us three great.amendments to the na- 
tional Constitution. The first ordains that no 
State shall henceforth have the power to intro- 


| duce or maintain slavery or involuntary ser- 
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vitude. The second ordains that all persons 
born or naturalized in the United States are 
citizens of the United States and of the States | 
in which they reside, and that no State shall | 
henceforth have the power to make or enforce 
any law abridging the privileges and immuni- 
ties of citizens of the Republic. h 
ordains that no State shall abridge the right 
of suffrage of any citizen on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. And 
all three empower Congress to pass appropri- 
ate legislation for their enforcement. 

That is the result of the great constitutional - 
revolution. What does this result signify? The 
war grew out of the systematic violation of 
individual rights by State authority. The war 
ended with the vindication of individual rights 
by the national power. The revolution found 
the rights of the individual at the mercy of 
the States; it rescued them from their arhi- . 
trary discretion, and placed them under the 
shield of national protection. It made the 
liberty and rights of every citizen in every. 
State a matter of national concern. Out of 
a republic of arbitrary local organizations 
it made a republic of equal citizens—citizens 
exercising the right of self-government under 
and through the States, but as to their rights 
as citizens not subject to the arbitrary will 
of the States. It grafted upon the Constitu- 
tion of the United States the guarantee of 
national citizenship ; and it empowered Con- 
gress, as the organ of the national will, to en- 
force that guarantee by national legislation. 
That is the meaning of that great revolution ; 
and if Democratic Senators denounce the bill 
at present before us as its offspring they are 
welcome, Taccept the name. 

Now, sir, what is the scope and purpose of 
this bill? It provides that no State shall 
enforce a law with regard to elections, or the’ 
processes preliminary to elections, in which 
in any way, either directly or indirectly, dis- 


crimination is made against any citizen on 
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` on this floor who pretend that the passage of 
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serve. Joined to the prejudice of race, the 
jealousy of political power conspires against 
a fair execution of the fifteenth amendment, 
and in view of these opposing forces, who will 
deny that this legislation to enforce it is neces- 
sary ? o a 

Nay, more than that. The very Senators - 


this bill is not called for by circumstances go 
so far as to throw doubt upon the validity of 
the fifteenth amendment, thus exciting the ` 
worst passions of the disturbing element in 
the South to do all within their power to defeat 
the purposes of this constitutional provision. 
Is it not so? And while on the one ‘hand 
themselves fanning the flame, they on the other 
hand deny the necessity of quenching it. Will 
it be unfair to assume under such circum: | 
stances that while denouncing this legislation 
as uncalled for they merely desire to defeat 
the purposes of the fifteenth amendment? _ 
The Senator from Maryland urged another 
argument, which at first sight seems ‘to have 


_gome plausibility. He says that the constitu- 


` Isnotthe intent of those who drafted the amend, 


account of race, color, or previous condition ; || 
and when any citizen is hindered in the exer- | 


cise of the right of suffrage by means of fraud, `: 


intimidation, or violence, or misuge of official | 
power, the offender shall be brought to trial and i 
punishment by a court of the United States. | 
And for this the bill provides the necessary 
machinery. In other words, neither a State 
nor an individual shall deprive any citizen of 
the United States, on account of race or color, 
of the free exercise of his right to participate 
in the functions of self-government; and the 
national Government assames the duty to pre- 


i 


! I admit it frankly. 
which confers by implication upon the Presi- | 
dent power to surround the polls with the mil- © 

itary forces of the United States ought not to © 
be raised to the dignity of a permanent law. ` 


tional amendment is one of the great 
itory clauses, as we find them in several places 
and onseveral subjectsin the Constitution of the 
United States, and that with regard to them en- 
forcing legislation had never been thought neces- 
sary. Suppose this to be so; can he tell me why 
it was deemed indispensable to affix to the thir- 
teenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments ; 
the express provision that Congress should have 
the power to enforce them by appropriate legis- 
lation? The Senator from Maryland says that 
Congress had that power anyhow. I suppose 
so; bat why was the ppwer never so emphatic- 
ally and expressly asserted as in these three 
cases? Simply because it was known that the , 
recent three amendments had to be enforced in 
the States lately in armed insurrection, against 
the opposition of prejudice, habit, and polit- 
ical passion. Is not the distinction obvious? 


ments and provided for the express grant of 

power clear as sunlight? Is'not the necessity | 

of using that grant of power equally evident? 
Now, sir, I will not pointe the discussion of” 

the argument offered by 

against the details of this bitt. ` I know there 

are several provisions which are objectionable. 


Democratic Senators | 


I do think that the section - 


| I know that such a law would be repugnant . 


vent the commission of the crime, and to cor- ` 


eee consequences when committed. That 
is all. 
If we were to judge the character and tend- 
ency of this bill from the expressions used by 
our Democratic associates in denouncing it we 
should think that we were about to perpetrate 
the most horrible crime against the rights of 
man and human liberty ever conceived by the 
human imagination. [tisas if the democratic ' 
institutions of this country were about to re- : 
ceive their death-blow, while we contemplate | 
nothing butto secure every citizen of the United 
States in the free and full enjoyment of those | 
democratic institutions. 
‘What are the objections? It is, I believe, | 
not pretended that the bill in its general scope | 
and purpose rans against the Constitution as 
improved by the fifteenth amendment ; but it is : 
objected that the bill iə uncalled for, on the | 
ound that nothing has been done in the 
ifferent States to show the necessity of an 
such legislation. Sir, is this true? Can this 
assertion be maintained even a single moment ? 
For generations the practices of slavery have 
controlléd the minds and moral_viéws of the | 
people of the southern States. Popular preju- 
dice, so long nourished by those practices, was 
naturally arrayed against the enfranchisement 
of the former slave, and the beneficent agency 
of time has by no means been sufficient yet to 
allay jt, whatever improvement we may ob- 


to the genius of free institutions, ah 


that it | 


is considered so all over the world: ` So it is | 


with the other clause providing that the Presi- 
dent shall have the power to command a judge 
to go here and to £ there; and farther, it is 
in my opinion of doubtful propriety to stimu“ 
late the desire of a citizen to secure his rights 
by the mercenary consideration of money. „It 
does appear to me if ‘a man hag ‘hot spirit 
enough to do it for the sake of his ri 
ought not to be permitted to do it for the sake 
of so many dollars. Anā I here express my | 


hope that the Senate will strike out these ; 

obnoxious provisions. — §s ee ees 
But as to the whole machinery of the bill, T ' 

think the Senator from Ohio was not quite | 


i to legislate for the 


rightful and necessary, and denounced every- 
bodyas a traitor who would not help in execut- 
ing it when it was to serve in the unholy work 
of returning fugitive slaves, who sought their 


i| freedom, to: bondage and misery. 


But here is another question of interest. 
Does this bill really take away from the States 
the power to legislate on the subject? Look 


‘at it closely. Does it? Not at all, sir. It 


leaves the States just as free as they ever were 
rompt and vigorous en- 
forcement of protection of the right of every 
voter to the free exercise of the suffrage. Does 
it not? In that respect it does not impose the 
least restriction on the power of the States. 
In that direction the States may go just as far 
as they please. But the bill does provide that 
a State shall no longer have the power to 
swindle any of its citizens out of their rights. 

A State shall have full power to do that 
which is right in its own way; but it is pro- 
hibited from doing that which is wrong in any 


way. It is this, | suppose, what Democrats 


rohib- . 
, also, that t 


will insist upon calling an arbitrary limitation 
of State rights. Oris it true, what is asserted 
is legislation does not find anythin 

analogous in the Constitution of the Unite 

States?. In the Constitution, sir, we find one 
clause which ordains that no State shall have 
the power to grant titles of nobility. What 
does that mean? It means that no State shall 
elevate by the grant of privileges, one class of 
its citizens above the rest. And what is con- 
templated by the fifteenth amendment and by 
the law designed to enforce it? That no State 
shall’ have the power to degrade, by the with- 
holding of rights, any portion of its citizens 
below the rest. Is not the correspondence 
here evident? But here suddenly the indigna- 
fion of our Democratic friends is aroused, and 
in the prohibition to degrade men they find an 
intolerable encroachment on State rights and 


local self-government.. And just there, I appre- 


hend, is the rab. It is not so much the tech- 


| nicalities of the bill; it is the spirit, the pur- 


pose of the bill they oppose. It is, as the 
Senator from Maryland has jast openly and 
boldly proclaimed, that if the Bill were ever 80 
perfect, he would vote against it on general 
rinciples. He nods hisassent; and I am sure 
i cannot mistake him; and the same thing we 
have been given to understand by every Dem- 
ocratic Senator who has addressed the Senate 
on this question. 

` Let us see what their complaints are, then. 
Strip them ofall the verbiage of technical points, 
sift them to the bottom, and you will find there 
a residue of the old pro-slavery logic still. As 
they once asserted that trae liberty implied 
the right of one man to hold another man as 
his slave; they will tell. you now that they are 


: no longer true freemen in their States because 
' under the authority of the States’ they can no 


| longer deprive other men of their rights. As 


hts, he: lá ) l 
© ment, so. they will say now that we strike a blow 


justified in waving off so lightly the argument , 


which was employed against him by my friend 
from Vermont that the Democrats had found ` 


that legal machinery not only constitutional, ` 


but positively admirable when it was used to : 
enforce the fagitive-slave law, while they de- 
nounce it as detestable and infamous now. The 
Senator from Ohio knows very well that a legal 
machinery used for a laudable purpose may be 
very praiseworthy, ] i nS- | 
ible when used for evil; and so the Senator | 
from Vermont was cerataly right when he | 
blamed the Democrats for calling this machin- | 
ery all possible bad names when it is to be | 
used in the service of the constitutional rights 
of freemen, while they had upheld it as most 


while it is ‘most repreheng- | 


| What is true self-government 


they once asserted that true self-government 
consisted in the power of a State to exclade a 
large portion of its citizens from self-govern- 


at self-government because we insist ypon 
legislation securing every citizen of the States 
in the enjoyment of self-government.. Is it 
not so? 3 i i i 
“Destruction of self-government! What a 
prodig’ous discovery our Democratic associates 
ve made! Sir, it is not because’ this bill 
lays its hands upon self-government to destroy 
it, but because by the fifteenth amendment, and 
the legislation made in pursuance thereof, the 


| general sway of self-government is to be for: 
| the first time established all over this country, 


of this act. 
V What does, 
it consist in? True self-government consists 
in a political “organization of society which, 
secures to the generality of its membérs, that 
is to say, to the whole people, and not to a 
part of them only, the right and the means to 
codperate inthe management of their common 
affairs, either directly, or, where direct action is 


that Iam in favor of the principles 
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impossible, by a voluntary delegation of power, 
It ceases to be true self-government as. soon 
as the powers of government are conferred as 
an exclusive privilege on one portion of the 
people and is withheld from the rest. And 
how is self-government exercised? By the 
right of suffrage. 


the means by which it lives and breathes. 


secure, therefore, the right of suffrage must 


trary exclusions, and just in that measure and 


self-government. Protect every citizen in the 


_ The representative system | 
knows no other instrumentality.. Suffrage is $ 


free exercise of the right of suffrage and you ` 
do the thing best calculated to make self-gov- ` 
ernment a general and living reality, I do- 
not express any opinion here of the policy of . 


restricting suffrage by an educational test, for ` 
© than 


it will not affect the principle. 


And nowthe Democrats accuse us.of destroy- i 


ing self government by the very means which 
are instrumental in securing it in all the sub- 
divisions of the Republic. I repeat, there 
never was a more preposterous charge. Sir, 


ina very large portion of this Republic that ji 


which could justly be called self-government 
of the people never existed. Now, at last, we 
are establishing it there by placing the right of 
suffrage on the broadest democratic basis, thus 
making the people of all the States, in the true 
sense of the term, self-governing bodies. And 
it is for this that we are denounced. by our 
Democratic friends here.as the sworn enemies 


of self-government and State rights. Sir, I | 
apprehend it is,not for self-government and | 


State rights that our Democratic associates. are 
standing up;. but, drawing logical conclusions 
from.the reasoning they have been indulging 
in, it. is for State wrongs they contend. It is 


not for the liberty of all, but it is for.the lib- |i 
erty of one to restrict. and impair the liberty | 


of another. It is not for true self: government 
of the people, but it is for the government. of 
one part of the people over another part. . 
The time is past, sir, when. the cry of State 
rights will serve asa guise for such pretensions. 
I, too, am a friend. and earnest advocate of. 
State mnghts,..as. far, as State rights are the 
embodiment of. true local self-government, 
True, I do not cling to those. traditional no- 
tions which an historical period. now passed by 
and absolyed has. brought, down tous. .I do 
not cherish that sentimental—I might almost 
say that, superstitious—reverence for individ- 
ual Sta’ 2s, which attributes to them as histor- 
ical pe: sons a sort of transcendental sanctity ; 
but I du-believe.that their value can hardly be 
over-es.imated ås compact political sub-organ- 
izations, through which and in which the self- 
government of the people is exercised, and 
within which it.finds its most. appropriate and 
efficient. organs. I am therefore in. favor of. 
leaving to the States as large a scope of inde- 
pendent action as. may be consistent with the 


for failure and mishap in‘individual and gom- 
mon concerns, then they will. become. traly 
independent beings, such as the citizens of a 
democratic republic ought to be. Therefore, 
it is of high importance that as many respons- 
ibilities as possible should be laid at the door 
of every citizen by local self-government, 
„We are apt to grow eloquent:in the praise 


:, of the educational systems established in many 
To make self-government true, general, and '| f 

; ust | and yet they are as such. 
be made secure to the generality of the citi- ` 
zens. You limit the right of suffrage by arbi- ` 


of ourStates. They are, indeed, praiseworthy : 


to the educational systems 
other countries... 


system 1s even better developed than in the most 


| advanced States of New England ; and yet we 


perceive here a higher average of popular 
intelligence. We find that the American is 
generally quicker of perception, readier in the 
comprehension of the practical problems, of 
life, more vigorous aud energetie in action, 
ople formed by a better school system 


elsewhere. . Why is thisso? .. Not because eur | 
. babies.are born smarter here ; not: berause onr | 


: boys.and girls learn to read, write, and cipher 
better in our schools; not because their in» 
; struction in geography and natural seience is 
more thorough; but the reason is, that assoon 


‘| as the young American issues from the hands 
| of his schoolmaster and eaters the arena of 


' practical life, he finds in the rights and duties 


ii and responsibilities of self-government a more 
i! powerfal, incentive and. a larger field for the 
|| exercise of all his faculties and for the immedi: 


ate application of all his acquirements. . Thus 
self-government.and popular education- aid, 


hence the great results we ebserve. 
| And now let me impresa upon our: Dem: 
| ocratic friends that for this very reason noth: 


forces of,this Republic, as they now stand side 
by side and. have to work together, than: that 
all, even the lowliest classes of the: people, 
should.be drawa within the cirele of this be- 
neficent combination of educational influences, 
and that they should be carefully protected in 
their complete enjoyment. . And if you study 


safety of the Republic and the sights of the | 


citizens... O a a a . : : 

In fact, sir, in my opinion, true local gelf-. 
government isthe great fountain from which the 
popular mind draws its healthiest and most inr 
vigorating inspirations. It is notonly amachin-. 
ery.of political action, but it is one of the most. 
efficient. educational agencies of our social sys- 
tem., There is nothing better calculated to make: 
a man understand and protect hig interesta,. 
nothing more inspiring. and instructive to the 
heart and.mind of man than the independent 
management. of his own affairs, upon. his own. 
responsibility ; and there is. nothing. more jn- 
spiring .and -invigorating. t¢.a community -of. 
men, than free coöperation. for, common. ends. 
on a common responsibility. in.. which the. in- 
terest. of each individual. is involved. ey 
. That, sir, is what puts men upon. their own 
feet... When they, have accustomed themselves- 
to depend on their own wisdom or energy for. 
success, and to blame themselves and not others: 


our social problems withaut prédjudice you will 
find that just. this ig ang.of :the most valuable 
results of thet constitutional zevalution which 
so sorely distresses the Democratic mind. 

But for the precise reason which I have just 
indicated the revolution which is to: protect 
all American citizens in the exercise of self- 
government ought not to-be carried so far as 
| tə encroach upon its legitimate seope. I am, 
therefore, strenuously opposed to all unneces- 
sary accumulation of powers in the hands of: 
the General Government, and especially to any 
undue centralization of..administrative fanc- 
tiong. In my opinion, and I say this to my 
party friends, it would be: well for us to bridle 
that tendency which we have so frequently had 
occasion tq ebserve,.to. thrust the hand-of the 
national Government into local affaira:on every 
possible. occasion; and. even ‘to disregard and 
throw aside the most fundamental safeguards 
of popular rights for the correction of passing 
abuses. ee me aa ae LS 

_L know it is fashionable to call thet radical- 
ism; bat I apprehend it is false radicalism in 
the highest degree. We ought not to accus- 
tom ourselves, nor those who are to foHow us 
ia, these seata, to the employment of arbitrary 
powers, and still -less ought we to accustom. 
the ‘people to: laok.always tothe rational Gov- 
ernment for-redreds whenever anything goes 
wrong in their home-concerns.: : Destroy their 
habit of holdisy: themselves: responsible for 
the management of their:home affairs, deprive 
them of the: great lessoa of failure to be cor- 
rected. by themselves, and they will soon. cease 
to study and understand the nature of the evils 
under whi¢h :they labor, as..well ax the reme- 
dies to-be applied.. Thus: the educating power: 
of onr institutions will be fatally impaired. 


There can be nothing: more preposterous, in . 


by no means superior | 
enjayed in some | 
ie ae ‘| strument which; indeed, may serve from time 
í ‘ : . Itmay be said that in some German States the | 

to that extent will you impair the integrity of ` 


inspire, and. complement one another; and | 


ing-ig more important, nay, more necessary, : 
for the harmonious development of the social | 


«y:opinion, than the system prevailing in some 
foreign countries, where the people are per- 
mitted to. vote upon the greatest and most com- 
plicated questions of general policy while they 
are not permitted to manage upon their own 
responsibility their home affairs at their own 
doors; the great popular school of political 
knowledge and experience, which consists in 
self-government, being thus closed to them. 
Certainly, it is not to be wondered at if in such 
countries universal suffrage becomes a mere 
inatrament in the hands of despotism; an in- 


to time to subvert one form of despotism, but 
only to substitute for it another. 

Therefore I am for State rightsas the em- 
bodiment of true and general self-government, 
and I am convinced that this is the prevailing 
sentiment among the American people. It 
would be asad day forthis Republic if it should 
cease to beso. It is true the exigencies of the 
civil war have quite naturally developed atend- 
ency to: accumulate and centralize power in 
the hands. of the ‘national Government, and 
while that aceumulation was necessary to save 
the existence of the Republic, the people of 
the United States willingly and patriotically 


! and cheerfully acquiesced in it; but as soon 


as the pressure of necessity ceases, as soon as 
it becomes’ apparent that the great problems 
for the solution of which we are struggling 
may be‘scivad just as well by the simple oper- 


| ations of: local self-government as by the inter- 


ference of the national power; then ‘the tide 
will just as: certainly set in the opposite di- 
rection: I.am sure the people of the United 
States will-never::countenance an accumula- 


i; tiom: of power merely for power’s sake, and 


the Republican’ party will do well to consider 
| whether it is not better for their usefulness and 


ascendency to direct than to resist that tide. 
-For this reason. I earnestly deprecate those 


i hazardous: interpretations which have been 
| applied to.that clause of the Constitution which 


makes it the duty of the United States to guar- 
anty to every State a republican form of govern- 
ment. I certainly recognize that duty as‘a great, 
solemn, and sacred one ; but I deny that it còn- 
fers upon the national Government the power 
to do all within the range of the haman imagin- 
ation, | -deny that it authorizes or enables us 
tó use thė-arm of: the’ rational anthority: for 
the purpose of realizing by foreo what concep: 
tion each of us may entertain of ‘the “ideal 
republic.” Nae Caie 
In whatever way political philosophers may 
define theterm: ‘* a republican form of govern- 
ment,” it seems tome that the Constitution 
of the United: States in ite amended, or, avour 
Demovratic friends would have it, in its revo- 
lutionized state, has pravisions which give a 
fair index of the powers conferred. upon Con- 
gress by the guarantee clausa. ‘There we read 
that Congregs shall see to it that no State es- 
tablishes or maintains slavery or-involuntary. 
servitude ; there we: read that Oongress shall 
see to ikthat every man-borm upon this soil or 
naturalized; sad therefore a citizen of the Uni- 
ted States, shall be protected ‘in‘all the rights, 
privileges,.and immunities of citizens in every 
State of this Union ; ‘there. we. réad: that Con- 
fess shall: seeto it that every citizen of the 
Bnited States shall be protected in his right tò 
the ballot, irrespective of race or color. -- 
But the eoastitutional revolution has enlarged 
the powers of Congress for the purpose of 6s- 
tablishing and securing true and. gerieral self- 
govarninoni in all of ee States, not at the 
pirpose of circumscribing’ its scope and func- 
tions within narrower baiti. Ft has indeed 
overthrown: what- Il eall State wrongs ; but it 
was not designed: to: abolish: what I would call 
the légitimate ‘ephereof State rights. And I 
vantare to say--and Eesnaot tepeat this warti- 
ing too often~-the patty which would attempt 
to gaa iad tvo l Gdo much farther iv the 
direction of an! undue: centralization of power 
would run sgaénst a popular instinct.far stronger 
than party allegiance has ever proved to be, 
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But, sir, on the other hand, the party that 
would refuse to recognize and acquiesce In the 
great results of this beneficent revolution, the 


party that would attempt to subvert.the institu- | 


tion of general self-government under national 
protection, as now established in the Constitu- 
tion; the party that would strive to overthrow 
this new order of things, such a party certainly 
cannot fail to encounter the condemnation of 
the people and to meet disgrace and destruc- 
tion, for such a party openly by its own confes- 
sion constitates itself the enemy of the peace 
and glory of this Republic. And I would say 
to my friend from New Jerse 
come to this country, where [ hope to enjoy 
the blessings of liberty and self-government, to 
aid any party in designs like these. 

Now, sir, permit me to address a few words 
to the leaders of the Democratic organization 
on this floor; and they know I speak to them 
as men whose character and ability I esteem, 
and whose personal friendship I value. You, 
gentlemen, tell us that you are in favor of true 
self-government. Ifyou really are, look around 
you and see how much you can do to contrib- 
ute to its success and security. In your party 
are the men who threaten aud endanger it by 
the most iniquitous attempts to deprive certain 
classes of people of their political rights by 
fraud, intimidation, and violence ; thus to sub- 
vert the new order of things, throwing the 
country into chaos again. Your voices are 
potent with them; not ours. Ifyou really are 


i 


i 


that I did not 


measures as this will never be practically ap 
| plied. Nay, more than that, if you'are really 
‘Jn earnest, then I would advise you to accept 
this measure as a gage of good faith instead 
of opposing it. It would be far better than 


your attempts to throw doubt upon the legality || 


of the constitutional amendments, your stu- 
dious efforts to hold out to your partisans the 
prospect of their overthrow, and of the subver- 
_ sion of all that has been accomplished for the 
final settlement of our controversies and the 
peace of the country. 
Yes, make up your m 
act that your old doctrines are exploded for- 
ever and cannot be revived. 


_ useless and disturbing agitation against accom- 


true friends to self-government, then let your : 


voices be heard in condemnation of the disas- 
trous course so many of your friends are still 
following. - Let them be loudly heard in favor 
of the great principle of equal pignis the only 
basis upon which the political future of. this 
Republic can develop iteelf. i 
You. gentlemen, tell: ns that Į 
posed to an undue assumption and exercise of 
wer on the part of the General Government. 
f you are, sce how powerfully you can aid in 
preventing it by removing all those reasons and 
causes and pretexts which may brin 
What are those reasons and causes? Do they 
not consist in those disorders which are troub- 
ling the people of the South as to the safety of 
the:Unionists and the rights of the newly-en- 
franchised, disorders invariably excited by men 
who profess to belong to yonr party? And do 
you not know as well as Í that as soon as the 
people ofthe United States once apprehend that 
a serious reaction, with only anapparentchance 
of success, is set on foot against the great 
resalts of the war, the tide of public sentiment 
will jast as surely and promptly set back ia 
favor of a more extended and vigorous exer- 
tion of the national power, and yoa. will be 
impotent to arrest it? For there are certain 
things in regard to which the American people 


will not permit themselves to be trifled with; © 
and foremost among those things stand the | 
great results which we have so laboriously | 


evolved out of the civil war now behind us. 
There is the danger; and he who is no enemy 
to self-government, he who is no friend toa 
dangerous accumulation of power, will cer-. 
tainly ase every endeavor to avert it. For our 
part we would much rather reason down the 
disturbers of the peace in the South than strike 
them down; but to our voices they will not 
listen; to yours they will. They are withia 
the reach of your persuasion. There is the 
field where you can prove your devotian to 


self-government and your dislike of centralized | 


power. Ser wot 
You tell us also, gentlemen, that legislation 
like this is odious to you. Look around you 
and see how much you can do to make it super-, 
fluous. We, too, should be glad never to be 
under the necessity of resorting to it. If you 
want to avoid it the means is simple. Prevail 
` upon your friends never to threaten or trouble 
any class of voters in the free exercise of their 
rights, have those rights secured and protected 
by appropriate State legislation, and that State 
legislation respected by your friends; and such 


ou are op- | 


plished results. Go to your southern friends 
and counsel them not to ruin themselves by 
vainly resisting the inevitable. 
do more for the cause of self-government, more 
to prevent a dangerous centralization of power, 
you will render a far higher service to this 
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by demonstrations of applause. I take that 
Senator at his word. Yes, let there be peace 
and harmony and good understanding, and let 
us all unite in doing the one thing needful to 
| bring itabout, The Senator must instinctively 
feel what that one thing needful is. He can- 
not conceal from his own eyes that there is 
| but one settlement of our present controversy 


'| possible; that only one can be final, perma- 


- nent, and conclusive ; and that is, the settle- 


| ment which we advocate. t 
. : the black man, being once admitted to the 
inds, gentlemen, tothe ` 


He must see that 


polls, the decree cannot be reversed. He must 


: gee thatthose broad hints, so frequently thrown 


Give up your ` 


Thus you will . 


eneration and to posterity, than by indulging | 


in those lugubrious wails and lamentations to 
which you have accustomed us on the floor of 
the Senate—the lamentation that we are gov- 
erned by an atrocious despotism because one 


man shall no longer have the right to deprive | 


another man of his rights; that self-govern- 


nobody shall henceforth be excluded from its 
exercise, and that liberty has fled forever from 
these shores because at last the Republic has 
thrown her protecting shield over the rights 
of all, even the lowliest of her children. ; 
Mr. President, I do not stand here to plead 
the cause of my party only. If I did so, if 
there were nothing nearer and dearer to my 
heart than partisan success and partisan power, 
I should bold very different language. 1 would 
then say to my’ Democratic friends, ‘‘ By all 
means go on with your opposition against the 


', results of the war; go on with your mischiev- 


it on. | 


ous warfare against the new order of things; 
' go on with vain and disturbing agitation to 
restore what has ceased to be and can never 
again be;’’ for if they do, they will only prove 
that they are still living in a past which this 
nation has long outgrown ; that they are still 
bent upon sacrificing the interests of the living 


| are still bound to keep open the wounds of the 
` past, and to defeat those hopes of peace and 
good understanding which the country so fondly 
cherishes, and the realization of which depends 


"© entirely upon a final settlement of the contro- 


i versies. which the war has left to us. And 
' thus exhibiting their unwillingness to under- 
stand and appreciate the exigencies of the 
present, they will demonstrate even to the 
dallest mind their incapacity to control our 


States, sagacious and prudent as they are, will 
appreciate the fact, and treat them accordingly. 


themselves to contiaued impotency. 

If, therefore, I pleaded for nothing but the 
interest of my party I would 
| to: persevere in their course, But I plead for | 
the cause of our country—forits peace, its pros- 
perity, its happiness, and its good name; and 
I cannot permit myself to forget that the peo- 
ple will not be secure in the enjoyment of those 
blessings as long as there is a large and influ- 
ential party insidiously striving to undermine 
the foundation upon which alone they can 
grow, and to plunge the country again into | 


ocratic friends to desist from their disturbing’ ` 
and most mischievous agitation. . 

Some time ago my friend from New Jersey 
closed his speech on the admission of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Revexs,] who. is 
the first representative of the colored race on 
this floor, with a most.eloquent and touching 
appeal in favor of peace, harmony, and good 
understanding ; so eloquent, indeed, as to cause 
the usual decoram ofthe Senate to be broken 


| 


generation to idols which are dead; that they | 


future; and then‘ the people of the United © 


Acting thus, our opponents will only condemn | 


out by Democratic Senators in the course of 
' this very debate, that the fifteenth amendment 
is invalid, and may still at some future time be 
: overthrown, can only serve to encourage the 
false hopes of the rebel element in the South, 
‘can only serve to excite the worst impulses in 
an unthinking multitude in the North, and can 
result in nothing but mischief, the most wanton, 
the most cruel mischief. 
If the honorable Senator from New Jersey 
' is really so ardenta friend of peace, harmony, 
‘and fraternal feeling, let him go among his 


|| associates and tell them, ‘‘ Enough of this ; it 


is better to be right by the light of to day than 


| to be consistent with the errors of yesterday. 
ment has received its death-blow because ` 


If there lingers in your hearts a doubt as to the 
legality of the ratiication of these constitu- 
tional amendments, in the name of all that is 
good and great, waive that doubt ; waive it for 
the peace of the country; waive it for the sake 
of those great interests which we are all called 
upon to serve. Do not insist upon exciting 
the evil passions which with so much trouble 
we have at last succeeded in quieting; do not 
: tear open the wounds of the past again ; do not 
| torment the country with new struggles about 
' those fearful questions which have kept. the 
people so long in restless agitation, and are now 


| at last on the point of final settlement, if wo 


only permit them to be settled.” 
In uniting his party upon such a platform, 
the platform of such noble and conciliatory 
sentiments, my friend from New Jersey, who 
addressed me so eloquently yesterday, would 
do an act worthy of himself; he would render 
an inestimable service to our common country ; 
and he might then at last even stagger my con- 
viction, a conviction I have been compelled to 
entertain so far, that the blessings of liberty 
and self-government which I came to enjoy in 
this country, would be very unsafe if unfor- 
tunately the party of which he isa member 
should again obtain possession of the powers 
of the national Government. ; 
"But, sir, if the leaders of the Democratic 
: party will not listen to language like this, then 
I think we shall be safe in taking an appeal to 
the masses. The people of the United States 
: will see, if the Democratic leaders do not, that 
` of all the policies thought of for the settlement 
of pending controversies that proposed by the 

: Republican party, the settlement of equal rights 


and general self-government, is the only one 


encourage them | 


the confusion of endless and bitter struggles. || 
It is for this reason that.I entreat our Dem-'!: 


which by any possibility can be final and con- 
clusive, for itis the only one in full accordance 
| with the genius of republican institutions. The 
| people will see, if the Democratic leaders do 
‘not, that thé highest interests of the country 
_ demand that settlement to be made promptly 
, and without cavil; for without it we shall not 
obtain that peace which is necessary to enable 
us to devote our whole attention to those moral 
and material problems of the present and fu- 
ture which so loudly call for solution. The 
people will, if the Democratic leaders do not, 
| appreciate the greatness and beneficence of 
| the idea upon which the new order of things, 
| the settlement we propose, rests—true and 
general ‘self-government exercised in ‘and 
through the States; States whose power moves’ 
independently in its appropriate sphere ; potent: 
in doing that which is right ; impotent to abridge 
the rights of even the meanest of their peo- 
ple; and the protecting shield of the national 
| authority thrown over all. 


| 
I 
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| 
| 
j} 
| 
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The transcendent greatness of this consum- 
mation the American people will appreciate, 
and I trust they will take good care not to put 


the national power into the hands of any men ` 


| 


I 
il 


or of any organization of men who still speak I: 


of overthrowing the great constitutional amend- 
ments, the price of so much blood and anxiety 


fature peace and glory of this Republic. 
Mr. POOL. Mr. President, the question 


Senate is one in which my section of the Union 


i in various communities and sections. 
l ‘not only necessary for the freedmen, but it is | 
and struggle, the only safe foundation for the || 


is particularly interested ; although since the ` 


ratification of the fifteenth amendment, which 
we are now about to enforce by appropriate 
legislation, other sections of the country have 


become more or less interested in the same . 


question. 
reconstruction ; that is, to enforce by appro- 
priate legislation those great principles upon 
which the reconstruction policy of Congress 
was based. 

I said upon a former occasion on this floor 
that the reconstruction policy of Congress had 
been progressive, and that it was necessary 
that it should be progressive still. The mere 


act of establishing governments in the recently | 


insurgent States was one thing ; the great prin- 


ciples upon which Congress proposed to pro- | 


ceed in establishing those governments was 


quite another thing, involving principles which | 


he at the very foundation of all that has been 
done, and which are intimately connected with 
all the results that must follow from that and 


from the legislation of Congress connected with ; 


the whole subject. 


It is entering upon a new phase of | 


Mr. President, the first thing that was done | 


was the passage of the thirteenth amendment, 
by which slavery in the United States was 


abolished. By that four millions of people | 
were taken out from under the protecting hand ; 
of interested masters and turned loose to take | 


care of themselves. They were turned loose 
and put upon their own resources in communi- 
ties which were imbued with prejudices against 
them as a race, communities which for the 


most part had for years past—indeed from the | 


very time when those who are now in exist- 


ence were born—been taught and had instilled | 
into them a prejudice against the equality which 


has been attempted to be established for the 
colored citizens of the United States. 

Mr. President, the condition which that thir- 
teenth amendment imposed on the late insur- 
rectionary States was one which demanded the 
serious consideration and attention of this Gov- 
ernment, The equality which by the thirteenth, 
fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments has been 
attempted to be secured for the colored men, 
has not only subjected them to the operation 
of the prejudices which had theretofore existed, 
but it has raised against them still stronger 
prejudices and stronger feelings in order to 
fight down the equality by which it is claimed 
they are to contro! the legislation of that sec- 
tion of the country. They were turned loose 
among those people, weak, ignorant, and poor. 
Those among the white citizensthere who have 
sought to maintain the rights which you have 
thrown upon that class of people, have to en- 
dure every species of proscription, of opposi- 
tion, and of vituperation in order to carry out 
the policy of Congress, in order to lift up and 
to uphold the rights which you have conferred 
upon that class. It is for that reason not only 
necessary for the freedmen, but it is necessary 
for the white people of that section that there 
should be stringent and effective legislation on 
the part of Congress in regard to these meas- 
ures of reconstruction. 

We have heard on former occasions on the 
floor of the Senate that there were organiza- 
tions which committed outrages, which went 
through communities for the purposes, of in- 
timidating and coercing classes of citizens in 
the exercise of their rights. We have been 
told here that perhaps it might be well that 
retaliation should be resorted to on the part 
of those who are oppressed. Sir, the time 


will come when retaliation will be resorted to 
unless the Government of the United States 
interposes to command and to maintain the 
peace; when there will be retaliation and civil 
war; when there will be bloodshed and tumult 
It is 


important to the white people of the southern 


‘ section, that by plain and stringent laws the 


) es ! United States should interpose and preserve 
involved in the proposition now before the |: 


the peace and quiet of the community. 
The fifteenth amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States provides that the right of 


‘ citizens ofthe United States to vote shall not be 


' denied or abridged by the United States, or by 


` any State on account of race, color, or previous 


condition ofservitude. It speaks of ‘‘ the right 
of citizens to vote.” It has been said that 
voting isa privilege; butthisamendment recog- 


j! nizes it as a right in the citizen; and this right 
| is not to ‘be denied or abridged by the Uni- 
| ted States, or by any State.” 


What are we to 


- understand by that? Can individuals ebridge 
it with impunity ? Is there no power in this 


Government to prevent individuals or associa- 
tions of individuals from abridging or contra- 
vening that provision of the Constitution? If 
that be so, legislation is unnecessary. If our 
legislation is to apply only to the States, it is 
perfectly clear that it is totally unnecessary, 
inasmuch as we cannot pass a criminal law as 
applicable to a State ; nor can we indicta State 
officer as an officer. It must apply to individuals. 
A State might attempt to contravene that 
provision of the Constitution by passing some 


i| positive enactment by which it would be con- 


! travened, but the Supreme Court would hold 


| legislation of Congress must be to supply 


such enactment to be unconstitutional, and in 
that way the State would be restrained. But 


the word ‘‘deny’’ is used. There are various | 


ways in which a State may prevent the full 
operation of this constitutional amendment. 
It cannot—because the courts would prevent 
it—by positive legislation, but by acts of omis- 
sion it may practically deny the right. The 
acts 
of omission on the part of the States. Ifa 
State shall not enforce its laws by which private 
individuals shall be prevented by force from 
contravening the rights of the citizen under 
the amendment, it is in my judgment the duty 
of the United States Government to supply 


|| that omission, and by its own laws and by its 
i own courta to go into the States for the pur- 
| pose of giving the amendment vitality there. 


The word * deny?’ is used not only in this 
fifteenth amendment, but I perceive in the 
fourteenth amendment it is also used. When 
the fourteenth amendment was passed there 
was in existence what is known as the civil 
rights bill, a part of which has been copied 
in the Senate bill now pending. The civil 
rights bill recognized all persons born or natur- 
alized in the United States as citizens, and 
provided that they should have certain rights 
which were enumerated. They are, ‘‘to make 
and enforce contracts, to sue, be made parties, 
give evidence, to inherit, purchase, lease, sell, 
hold and convey real and personal property,’’ 
and to ‘‘the fall and equal benefit of all laws 
and proceedings for the security of person and 
property.’ 

The civil rights bill was to be enforced by 
making it criminal for eny officer, under color 
of any State law, ‘‘to subject, or cause to be 
subjected, any citizen to the deprivation of any 
of the rights secured and protected’’ by the act. 
If an officer of any State were indicted for sub- 
jecting a citizen to the deprivation of any of 
those rights he was not to be indicted as an 
officer; it was as an individual. And so, under 
the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution, 
íc no State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 


citizens of the United States; nor shall any | 


State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property without due process of law, nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws.” 


| State to prevent its passing a law. 


There the word il 


‘deny’’ is used again ; it is used in contradis- 
tinction to the first clause, which says, ‘‘ No 
State shall make or enforce any law” which 
shall do so and so. That would be a positive 
act which would contravene the right of a citi- 
zen; but to say that it shall not deny to any 
person the equal protection of the luwit seems 
to me opens upa different branch of the sub- 
ject. It shall not deny by acts of omission, 
by a failure to prevent its own citizens from 
depriving by force any of their fellow-citizens 
of these rights. It is only when a State omits 
to carry into effect the provisions of the civil 
rights act, and to secure the citizens in their 
rights, that the provisions of the fifth section of 
the fourteenth amendment would be called into 
operation, which is, ‘‘ that Congress shall eu- 
force by appropriate legislation the provisions 
of this article.” 

There is no legislation that could reach a 
It ean only 
reach the individual citizens of the State in the 
enforcement of law. You have, therefore, in 
any appropriate legislation, to act on the cit- 
izen, not on the State. If you pass an act by 
which you make it an indictable offense for an 
officer to execute any law of a State by which 
he trespasses upon any of these rights of the 
citizen it operates upon him as a citizen, and 
not as an officer. Why can you not just as well 
extend it to any other citizen of the country? 

It is, in my judgment, incumbent upon Con- 
gress to pass the most stringent legislation on 
this subject. I believe that we have a perfect 
right under the Constitution of the United 
States, not only under these three amendments, 
but under the general scope and features and 
spirit of the Constitution itself, to go into any 
of these States for the purpose of protecting 
and securing liberty. I admit that when you 
go there for the purpose of restraining liberty, 
you can go only under delegated powers in 
express terms; but to go into the States for 
the purpose of securing and protecting the 
liberty of the citizen and the rights and im- 
munities of American citizenship is in accord- 
ance with the spirit and whole object of the 
formation of the Union and the national Gov- 
ernment. 

There are, Mr. President, various ways in 
which the right secured by the fifteenth amend- 
ment may be abridged by citizens in a State. 
If a State should undertake by positive enact- 
ment, as I have said, to abridge the right of 
suffrage, the courts of the country would pre- 
vent it; and I find that in section two of the 
bill which has been proposed as a substitute 
by the Judiciary Committee of the Senate pro- 
vision is made for cases where officers charged 
with registration or officers charged with the 
assessment of taxes and with making the proper 
entries in connection therewith, shall refuse the 
right to register or to pay taxes to a citizen. I 
believe the language of the Senate bill is suf- 
ficiently large and comprehensive to embrace 
any other class of officers that might be charged 
with any act that was necessary to enable a 
citizen to perform any prerequisite to voting. 
But, sic, individuals may prevent the exercise 
of the right of suffrage; individuals may pre- 
vent the enjoyment of other rights which are 
conferred upon the citizen by the fourteenth 
amendment, as well as trespass upon the right 
conferred by the fifteenth. Not only citizens, 
but organizations of citizens, conspiracies, may 
be and are, as we are told, in some of the States 
formed for that purpose. I see in the fourth 
section of the Senate bill a provision for cases 
where citizens by threats, intimidation, bribery, 
or otherwise prevent, delay, or hinder the 
exercise of this right; but there is nothing here 
that strikes at organizations of individuals, at 
conspiracies for that purpose. I believe that 
any bill will be defective which does not make 
it a highly penal offense for men to conspire 
together, to organize themselves into bodies, 
for the express purpose of contravening the 
right conferred by the fifteeenth amendment. 

Bat, sir, there is agreat, important omission 
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in this bill as well aa in that of the House. It 
seems not to have struck those who drew either 
of the two bills thatthe prevention ofthe exercise 
of the right of suffrage was not the only or the |, 
main trouble that we have upon ourhands. Sup- 
pose there shall be an organization of individ- 
uals, or, if you please, a single individual, who 
shalltake it upon himself to compel his fellow- 
citzens to vote in a particular way. Suppose he 
threatens to discharge them from employment, 
to bring upon them the outrages which are being 
perpetrated bythe Kuklux organizations, so as 
not to prevent their voting, but to compel them 
to vote in accordance with the dictates of the 
party who brings this coercion upon them. It 
seems to me it is necessary that we should 
legislate against that. That is a more threat- 
ening view of the subject than the mere pre- 
venting of registration or of entering men’s 
names upon the assessment books for taxa- 
tion or of depositing the ballot in the box. I _ 
think the bill cannot be perfected to meet the © 
emergencies of the occasion unless there be a 
section which meets that view of the case. 

The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] | 
asks whether I have drawn an amendment to 
that effect. I have, but I cannot offer it at. 
this time, for the simple reason that there isan ` 
amendment to an amendment pending. 

Mr. MORTON. Let it be read for informa- 
tion. 

Mr. POOL. It has been printed, and I send 
it to the desk to be read for information. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment in- 
tended to be proposed by Mr. Poot, as follows: 

Insert after section four of the Senate bill the fol- 
lowing sections: | 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
unlawful for any person, with intent to hinder or 
influence the exercise of the right of suffrage as afore- 
said. to coerce or intimidate, or attempt to coerce or 
intimidate any of the legally qualified voters in any 
State or Territory. Any person vivlating the pro- 
visions of this section shall be held guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be fined 
or imprisoned, or both, in the discretion of thecourt: 
the fine not to exceed $1,000, and the imprisonment 
not to exceed one year. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That if two or 
more persons shall band or conspire together, or go 
in disguise upon the public highway, or upon the | 
premises of another, with intent to violate any pro- 
vision of this act, or to injare, oppress, threaten, or | 
intimidate any citizen with intent to prevent or hinder 
his free exercise and enjoyment of any right or priv- 
ilege granted or secured to bim by the Constitution 
or laws of the United States, such person shall be 
held guilty of felony, and on conviction thereof shall 
be fined and imprisoned; the fine not to exceed $5,000 


and the imprisonment not to exceed ten years; and 
shall, moreover, be thereafter ineligible to and dis- 


abled from holding sng offee or place of honor, profit, 
or trust created by tho Constitution or laws of the 
United States. 


Src. 7. And be tt further enacted, That if in the act 
of violating any provision in either of the two pre- 
ceding sections, any other felony, crime, or misde- 
meanor shall be committed, the offender may be in- 
dicted or prosecuted for the same in the courts of the 
United States, as hereinafter provided, for violations 
of this act, and on conviction thereof shall be pun- 
ished for the same with such punishments as are 
attached to like felonies, crimes, and misdemeanors 
by the laws of the State in which the offense may be 
committed. 

Strike out section twelve and substitute therefor 
the following: 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States, or such person as he may empower 
for that purpose, may employ in any State such part 
of the land and naval forces of the United States, or 
of the militia, as he may deem necessary to enforce 
the complete execution of this act; and with such 
forces may pursue, arrest, and hold for trial all per- 
sons charged with the violation of any of the provis- 
ions of this act, and enforce the attendance of wit- 
nesses upon the examination or trial of such persons. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina yield to the Senator 
from Delaware? 

Mr. POOL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It has been my inten- : 
tion to address the Senate on this bill—— 

Mr. POOL. I meant to yield only tempo- | 
rarily. I thought the gentleman desired to | 
ask a question. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Then I will suggest : 
to the Senator’s legal mind a proposition, and |. 
I should like to hear him aieens it. The |; 


i 


: session after a recess. } 
`- concerned, to stay here until we get a vote, and 


;, to me. 
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shall by appropriate legislation enforce it. I 
should like to hear the Senator from North 
Carolina upon that question. That legislation | 
is not appropriate which is prohibited. The | 


| Constitution of the United States provides | 


that upon application of the Governor, when | 
the Legislature is not in session, or of the . 
Legislature when in session, the President may 
use the military force of the country in a State. 
This bill provides that the President, of his 


: own motion, without application either from the 


Governor or the Legislature of a State, may 
use the military force of the country. I wish 
the Senator from North Carolina, who is a 
clear-headed man in his advocacy of this 
measure, to demonstrate to the Senate the con- . 
stitutional right of the Congress of the United | 
States to make such an enactment as this. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will the Sen- 
ator yield to me? 

Mr. POOL. I believe I am entitled to the 
floor. I will yield for a moment to the Sena- 
tor from Maine if he desires to ask a question. 


PROPOSED RECESS. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to ask 
consent to make a motion that at half past four 


o'clock the Senate take a recess until half past .; 


seven o'clock p. m. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 


Maine asks consent to submit a motion that at : 


half past four o’clock to-day the Senate take 
a recess until half past seven o’clock. Isthere 
objection? The Chair hears none. The ques- 
tion is on the motion. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I should like to ask the 
Senator from Maine what business he pro- 
poses to consider this evening? 

Mr. STEWART. To finish this bill. 

Mr. RAMSEY. This alone? 

Mr. STEWART. This bill alone. I am 
informed by the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations that to-morrow at one 
o’clock he wants to cail up the appropriation 


' bill. 


The question being put, there were on a 


i division—ayes 18, noes 17 ; no quorum voting. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hope my friend will 
not press the motion. There are a number of 
Senators who desire to be absent this evening 
for a reason that if stated would be satisfactory 
to the Senate. It is not right to ask them to 
come out to-night and sit this bill out. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think debate is about 


I call for the 


exhausted. I wonder if we cannot finish it by 
half past four o'clock ? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion for | 


a recess is not debatable except by consent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. IL ask my colleague whether 
he knows of any Senator who desires to speak ? 

Mr. THURMAN. 
not know when a vote can be had. 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to be heard. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. CassERLY] also desires to speak. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I make this 
motion with a view of giving an opportunity 
to close this debate, for I believe that to-mor- 


row at one o'clock it is my duty to urge the | 


Senate to consider the appropriation bill which 
has been suspended for nearly a week. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am willing to remain 
here until we have a final vote upon this bill, 


without adjournment or recess; but I have - 


never seen any particular use in an evening 
I prefer, so far as I am 


I shall vote against a recess and for remaining 


in session. 
Mr. STEWART. It is entirely immaterial 


and am willing to go straight on; but if a 
majority think it is best to have a recess, very 
well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of 


I do not now; but Ido ; 


I want to dispose of this bill to-night, . 


four o'clock the Senate take a recess until 
half past seven o'clock. 

Mr. HOWARD. I think the Senate have 
already passed an order that we shall hold an 
evening session every other evening next week, 
We passed that order yesterday or the day 
before. It seems to me that will be quite suffi- 
' cient, and quite as much as we shall be able to 
: endure. I doubt very much whether we gain 

anything by holding an evening session. Gen- 
tlemen become fatigued; they are out of their 
seats engaged in other business; and Í fancy 
we shall make just as much progress by having 
our dinner at our usual hour and adjourning 
over until to-morrow. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Brownlow, Buckingham, 

Carpenter, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Gilbert, 
Hamlin, Howe, Howell, Kellogg, Morrill of Maine, 
Morton, Nyc, Pomeroy, Pool, Revels, Robertson, 
Ross, Schurz, Sherman, Stewart, Thayer, Tipton, 
Warner, Willey, and Williams—29, 

:  NAYS—Messrs. Casserly, Chandler, Davis, Fenton, 
| Ferry, Flanagan, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton 
i| of Texas, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Johnston, Me- 
‘| Donald, Osborn, Pratt, Ramsey, Scott, Spencer, 
i| Sprague, Sumner, Thurman, Lrumbuil, Vickers: 
Bayard, Bore- 


| and Yates—v4. 
ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, 

i man, Cameron, Cattell, Conkling, Edmunds, Fow- 
d ler, Lowis, McCreery, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, 
: Patterson, Rice, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Stockton, and 
> Wilson—19. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Before the Sen- 
ator trom North Carolina proceeds, as the Sen- 
ate has been so closely divided on the resolu- 
tion as to final adjournment, the Chair desires 
to remind the Senate that that resolution will 
come up to-morrow immediately on the close 
of the morning business, The Senator from 
North Carolina will resume. 


STATE OF GEORGIA. 


; Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to make a re- 
' port at this time for the purpose of having it 
printed. The Committee on the Judiciary, 
who were by a resolution of the Senate in- 
structed to inquire whether any corrupt or 
improper means have been used or attempted 
to influence the vote of any Senator in respect 
to the bill relating to the admission of Georgia 
to representation in Congress, have instructed 
me to submit a report in writing, accompanied 
by the testimony taken by the committee. I 
will say, in submitting the report, that the 
i| committee recommend that the entire testi- 
'| mony which accompanies it be printed. In 
moving that the report and testimony be 
printed, I will state that the report is unani- 
mous, except in so far as it is modified by.a 
' statement of two members of the committee 
which is attached to the report. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the report 
accompanied by any resolution? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the report 
- will be laid upon the table; and it, with the 

accompanying evideuce, will be printed, if 

‘there be no objection. The Chair hears no 
i objection to that course. It is so ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
- tives, by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced 

that the House had passed the joint resolution 

(S. R. No. 198) authorizing the Secretary of 
. War to place at the disposal of the commis- 
sioner of quarantine, or other proper author- 
ities of the State of New York, the steamer 
` Illinois, for quarantine purposes. 

The message also announced that the House 

i had passed the following bills and joint res- 
: olutions, in which it requested the concurrence 
! of the Senate: 
» Abill (H. R.N 
|) 


i 
| 
| 


: 


o. 786) authorizing the sale 
| of certain arsenals and property of the United 
:! States; 

| A bill (H. R. No. 1538) 


|| tions for the naval service 


making appropria- 
for the year ending 


fifteenth amendment provides that Congress |: the Senator from Maine is that at half past u June 80, 1871; 


1870. 
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A joint resolution (H. R. No. 289) author- 
izing the Secretary of War to furnish cannon 
to soldiers’ monument at Morristown, Morris 
county, New Jersey; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 290) author- 
izing the improvement of the grounds owned 
by the United States in the city of Buffalo, 
New York, known as Fort Porter. 


ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. : 


No. 1298) to enforce the rights of citizens of 
the United States to vote in the several States 


forces of the United States to enforce the act. 
There in both instances it stops. It has been 
objected to here that the expression, ‘‘or such 
other person as he may empower for that pur- 


|) pose,” should not be in the bill; that it may 


of this Union who have hitherto been denied 
that right on account of race, color, or pre- 


vious condition of servitude. 


Mr. POOL. The Senator from Indiana asked . 


if I had an amendment prepared which met ` 


the view of the case I was presenting in regard 
to the compelling of citizens to vote ip a par- 
ticular way. The first section of the amend- 
ment which I have offered uses this language: 

That it shall be unlawful for any person with 
intent to hinder or influence the exercise of theright 
of suffrage as aforesaid, to coerce or intimidate or 
attempt to coerce or intimidate any of the legally 
qualified voters in any State or Territory. 

But, Mr. President, there is another view 
which seems to have been lost sight of entirely 
by those who have drawn both the House bill 
and the bill now pending before the Senate, 
and from which we apprehend very much dan- 

er. It is this: the oppression of citizens 


ecause of having voted in a particular way, or ` 


having voted at all. It may often happen, 


' be subject to abuse. 
i good effect to kee 
| President may sen 


I think it would have no 
that language in. The 


i 
| 
i of his forces without any such provision. 

i But there is a use for these forces which 
į seems not to have been adverted to in either 
i the civil rights bill orin the bill that is now 
| pending before the Senate. Itis the holding 
| of these offenders for examination and trial 
| after they are arrested. Their confederates, 
| if they are put in the common prisons of the 


i: these forces to compel the attendance of wit- 


as it has happened upto this time already, that ` 


upon the close of an election colored persons 
will be discharged from employment by their 
employers. They may be subjected to outrages 
of various kinds because they have participated 
in an election, and cast their votes in a par- 
ticular way. That is not done for the purpose 
of punishment so much as for the purpose of 
deterring them from voting in any succeeding 
election, or from voting in a way that those 
who perpetrate these outrages do not desire 
them to do. I find that branch of the sub- 
ject is entirely left out of view in the bill. 

There is another feature of my amendment 
which I deem of some importance. Itis this: 

That if in the act of violating any provision in 
either of thetwo preceding sections any other felony, 
crime, or misdemeanor shall be committed, the of- 
fender may be indicted or prosecuted for the same 
in the courts of the United States. 

I think the most effective mode of prevent- 
ing this intimidation and these attempts at co- 
ercion, as well as the outrages which grow out 


of these attempts, would be found in making | 


any offense committed in the effort to violate 


them indictable before the courts of the United `. 


States. As was said before, in the discussion | 


of the Georgia question in the Senate, the - 


who are engaged in them, or of their friends, | 


or of those who connive at them, or of persons | 


who are intimidated by them, and in many 
instances they dare not bring in a true bill 
when there is an attempt to indict, or if a trae 
bill be found, they dare not go for conviction 
on the final trial. It is for that reason that I 
believe it will be better, it will be the only 
effective remedy, to take such offenders before 
the courts of the United States, and there have 
them tried by a jury which is not imbued with 
the prejudices and interests of those who per- 
petrate the crimes. 

These are the principal 
amendment which I have drawn in the effort 
to perfect this bill; and there is another one 
to which I will call the attention of the Sen- 
ate. It is that in regard to calling out the 
military forces of the United States. I find 
that in the civil rights bill, as in the bill which 
has been introduced by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, the President is authorized, either 
by himself or by such person as he may em- 
power for that purpose, to use the military 


features of the | 


juries in the communities where these out- | 
rages are committed are often composed of men | 


j 
j 


nesses ; for a subterfuge resorted to is to keep 
witnesses away from the trial. In many in- 
stances witnesses are more or less implicated 
in the commission of the offense. 
cases the witnesses are intimidated and cannot 
be obtained upon the trial. So in the amend- 
ment which I have prepared I have proposed 
that these forces may be used to enforce the 
attendance of witnesses both upon the examin- 
ation and the trial. My purpose in introduc- 
| ing this was to perfect tho Senate bill. I think, 
| as I said yesterday, that that bill is liable to 
` less objection than the House bill. I think 
it is more efficacious inits provisions. I think 
_ it is better that the Senate should direct its 
attention to perfecting that bill, in order that 


‘it may be made, when perfected, a substitute ; 


for the bill that came from the House. 
That much being said upon the purpose of 
rfecting the bill and making it efficacious, I 


ave very little more to say. Idid not intend | 
! not adopt the substitute, but that it would be 


when I rose to say much upon the general 
power, which has been questioned here, to pass 
any law at all. I think it is better to do noth- 


his officers and he may | 
i! empower whomsoever he pleases to take charge 


State, will in nine cases out of ten release | 
them. But more important still is it to use | 


| 


ing than to do that which will not have the - 


proper effect. Todo that which will not accom- 
plish the purpose would be worse than doing 
nothing at all. That the United States Gov- 
ernment has the right to go into the States and 


appropriate legislation that shall bear upon 
individuals. I cannot see that it would be pos- 
sible for appropriate legislation to be resorted 


to except as applicable to individuals who vio- | 


late or attempt to violate these provisions. 
Certainly we cannot legislate here against 
States. As I said a few moments ago, it is 
upon individuals that we must press our legis- 
lation. It matters not whether those individ- 
| uals be officers or whether they are acting upon 
their own responsibility ; whether they are act- 
ing singly or in organizations. If there is to 
` be appropriate legislation at all, it mast be that 
which applies to individuals. 


right, and that it is an incumbent duty upon it, 
! to go into the States to enforce the rights of 
| the citizens against all who attempt to infringe 
| upon those rights when they are recognized 
| and secured by the Constitution of the coun- 
| try. If we do not possess that right the danger 
to the liberty of the citizen is great indeed in 
many parte of this Union. _I think this ques- 


perhaps before another year, in different forms 
before the Senate. It is well that we should 
deal with it now and deal with it squarely, and 
I hope that the Senate will not hesitate in 
| doing so. 


United States, the prerogatives, the rights, and 
the immunities of American citizenship, should 
not be and cannot be safely left to the mere 
eaprice of States either in the passage of laws 
or in the withholding of that protection which 
any emergency may require. If a State by 
i omission neglects to give to every citizen within 


tion will come time and again as years pass by, | 


Mr. President, the liberty of a citizen of the | 


ii the Constitution. 


its borders a free, fair, and full exercise and 
enjoyment of his rights it is the duty of the 
United States Government to go into the State, 
and by its strong arm to see that he does have 
the full and free enjoyment of those rights. 
Upon that ground the Republican party must 
stand in carrying into effect the reconstruction 
policy, or the whole fabric of reconstruction, 
with all the principles connected with it, 
amounts to nothing at all; and inthe end it 
will topple and fall unless it can be enforced 
by.the appropriate legislation, the power to 
enact which has been provided in each one of 
the great charters of liberty which that party 
has put forth in its amendments to the Con- 
stitution. Unless the right to enforce it by 
appropriate legislation is enforced stringently 
and to the point, it is clear to my mind that 
there will be no efficacy whatever in what has 
been done up to this time to carry out and to 


i establish that policy. 


I did not rise, sir, for the purpose of arguing 


|! the question very much in detail. I did notrise for 
In other | 


‘the purpose of making any appeals to the Sen- 
- ate; but more for the purpose of asserting here 
. and arguing fora moment the general doctrine 
_ of the right of the United States to intervene 


against individuais in the States who attempt 


` to contravene the amendment to the Constitu- 


tion which we are now endeavoring to enforce, 
and for the purpose of calling attention to the 
meee in the bill and offering a remedy for 
them. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I shall 
occupy the Senate but a short time with what 
Ihave to say. I have read with as much care 
as I was able the House bill we now have before 
us and the substitute offered for it by the Sen- 


; ator from Nevada, and upon the best consider- 


ation I have been able to bring the subject I 
feel satisfied that on the whole we had better 


more advisable to take up the House bill, 
amend it in a few particulars, and pass it. 
know of nothing in the House bill to which I can 


' raise any constitutional objection, while at the 


same time I think there are clauses in the sub- 


: stitute to which serious objections may reason- 
: ably be made. 

enforce the fourteenth and the fifteenth amend- l 
ments is, in my judgment, perfectly clear, by © 


We are endeavoring to pass some act to carry 
out and effectuate the fifteenth amendment of 
I am anxious that some 


' legislation should be had upon that subject, so 


that the right of the colored people to vote 
throughout the United States may as perfectly 


as possible be guarantied and protected. Itis 


I believe that the United States has the | 


a most important subject. I think I am not 
wrong when I say that the right of the colored 
citizens of the United States in the recently 
insurrectionary States to vote is the greatest 


i| guarantee thug far presented for the preserva- 


tion of order in those States, not to say the 


' preservation of the authority of the Govern- 


ment itself in those States. 

In my mind, that right, the right of the black 
man to vote in those States, is the safeguard, 
and is hereafter for half a century, perhaps a 
century, to be the safeguard by which the 
authority of the Union is to be maintained and 
upheld in those States; for my opinion is that 
to-day, if the ringleaders of the late rebellion 
were restored to power, if they could have 
everything in their own way as they had it in 
times past, one of the first objects which they 
would attempt to accomplish would be the 
dissolution of the Union and the establishment 


| of their own independence as a separate na- 


Sir, the snake has 


tionality on this continent. a 
killed, in my hum- 


been simply scotched, not 1 
ble jadgnient; and in the future, if that class 
of men who were foremost, most active, and 
most influential in bringing on the rebellion 
and prosecuting it to its bloody close, are per- 


| mitted to have control of the affairs of that 


section of the country, we are destined at no 
very distant day to see a repetition, or at least 
a serious attempt at a repetition of the war 
through which we have just passed. - 
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I was struck by a conversation which I had 
not long since with a gentleman connected 
with the Union Army during the war, who vis- 
ited Richmond during its most flagrant period, 
and had there a conversation with Jefferson 
Davis. In that conversation he represented 
Mr. Davis as declaring, in the most emphatic 
and earnest terms, that the idea that the south- 
ern people were fighting for the perpetuation 
or even the preservation of slavery was an 
entire mistake ; that they were contending for 
no such thing; that they were pouring out 
their blood and treasure in large volumes, un- 
scrupulously and wastefully, but not for the 
purpose of perpetuating slavery in the South. 
i What we want,’ said Davis, *‘ is notso much 
slavery, about which we care but little, as 
national independence; and national independ- 
ence we will have, or we will have annihila- 
tion.’ Such was the spirit which animated the 
rebellion, for it was the spirit which animated 
its chief; and there was no truer representa- 
tive of the spirit of the rebellion on the face 
of the globe than Jefferson Davis. 


Sir, the promoters of that rebellion have | 


been badly beaten. They lost their cause in 
the contest they courted; they lost also what 
at the beginning they ostensibly pretended they 
were contending for, and that was slavery. 
They lost all, sir; they lost property ; they lost 
life; they lost prestige with foreign nations; and 
they lost what was perhaps dearer to them than 
aught else, the hope of conquering the North. 
They lost that high, boasting spirit which drove 
them madly into the rebellion. But there ia 
one thing they did not lose, and which neither 
they nor their posterity, in my opinion, for 
three generations to come will lose; and that 
is their bitter, traculent, unquenchable, inerad- 
icable hatred of the North, of northern society 
and northern rule. That feeling is still cher- 


ished at the South, and it prevails to such an | 
extent, as we all know, that none or very few | 
northern men who visit the South are received ` 


into what is known as ‘‘good society’ there. 
However respectable may be the emigrant from 
the North; however high his character; how- 
ever worthy of the associations of honorable 
men and honorable women in society anywhere, 
there is still a most painful and studied pro- 
scription, an ostracism of northern people; a 
state of things which is most disagreeable to 
our section of country, and indicative, in my 
opinion, of what southern mer would do it 
they had an opportunity. 

I am no prophet, nor the son of a prophet ; 
but I venture the surmise that whenever the 
United States shall be at war with any of the 
great Powers of the world, a war in which it 
will become necessary for us to exert all our 
national strength, talent, and resources to 
maintain ourselves and maintain the national 
honor, you will see at the South a disposition 
to join the enemy for the purpose of putting 
down and crushing forever this Government, 
for which they entertain so bitter a detestation. 
I listened a few days ago, not without pain, to 
remarks made by Senators on this floor, and 
especially by the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Ferry,] indicating that he en- 


tertains, and that there is entertained upon - 


this floor inthe mindsof other Senators, a dis- 
position to grant what is called “ universal 
amnesty’’ to these men. I was sorry to hear it. 


I regretted still more to hear that announce: - 


ment supported by another announcement, 
that in the judgment of the Senator a vast major- 
ity of the Republican party of the United States 
favored the concession which he claimed, of a 
universal, indiscriminate amnesty to the late 
rebels. 

I shall not detain the Senate long upon that 
point. I merely wish here, and now, while I 
occupy the floor, to enter once for all my dis- 
gent from both propositions. I protest against 
universal amnesty as being at war with the 
fundamental principles upon which all our 
reconstruction legislation rests, as being incon- 


sistent with the interests and the safety of the 
nation itself; and I may add, utterly incon- 
| sistent with that manly dignity which should 
ji 
; Government of the United States. 
` It happened to me to have some connection 
with this business of reconstruction at its in- 
ception. 


ident Johnson and hbis Cabinet, or a portion 
of his Cabinet, in their attempt to reconstruct 


the rebel States, not by act of Congress, but . 


by presidential proclamation and presidential 
decrees. 

Such was the state of confusion, of wrong in 
all its forms, of injustice, and utter anarchy in 
the southern States that Congress in the winter 
of 1865, at the first moment they could give it 
their official attention, took it in hand, and 
appointed a committee, as you remember, sir, 


of fifteen, a joint committee of the two Houses, i such ma@ness and 


to inquire into the condition of the recent in- 
surrectionary States, and to report such meas- 


: ures to their respective Houses on the subject ; 


as they should see fit, after a careful examin- 
ation of the actual condition of the people of 
_the insurrectionary States and their domestic 
; affairs. Never was a committee charged with 
a higher or more responsible duty than was 
that joint committee. 
was a committee appointed on the part of either 
House of Congress who brought to the work 
such a disposition to be thorough, careful, 
prudent. And after the examination of han- 
dreds of witnesses from all parts of the South, 
and spending six months’ time in this laborious 
investigation, they came to the conclusions 
which are stated in their report of June, 1866, 
a report, I undertake to say, which was re- 
ceived with approbation and even admiration 
throughout the northern States, and was ac- 
cepted by every traly loyal heart inthe country. 
xcuse me, sir, for caliing the attention of 
Senators here on this 19th day of May, 1870, 
` to the language used by that committee in the 


| Houses. It was no trivial theme upon which 
i they had been laboring. It was no ordinary 
' object which they had in view. The object of 
_ their appointment was to make some suggestion 


' founded upon facts indubitably trae by which , 


loyal governments could be established at the 
South, peace restored to the country, and the 
relations long broken up by the war between 
the various parts of the Union be restored. 
We had passed through the bloody struggle of 
the civil war. 
relative or friend who had fallen upon the field 
of battle. Every one of us also had a personal 
interest in securing at the most speedy period 
the return of universal peace and prosperity to 
the country. We had before us the ebortive 
attempt of Johnson and his Cabinet to recon- 


Never, in my opinion, | 


report which they then presented to the two | 
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conquered enemies havo the right, and shall be 
permitted at their own pleasure and on their own 
terms, to participate in making laws for their con- 
querors; whether conquered rebels may changetheir 
theater of operations from the battle-fiold, where 
they were defeated and overthrown, to the Halls 
of Congress, and, through their representatives, 
scizo upon the Government which they fought to 


' destroy” — 


We all remember, and painfully . 
remember, the policy and the conduct of Pres- ., 


Will the Senator from Connecticut listen to 
the language of this report?— 


“seize upon the Government which they fought to 
destroy; whether the national Treasury, the Army of 
the nation, its Navy, its forts and arsenals, its whole 
civil administration, its credit, its pensioners, the 
widows and orphans of those who perished in the 


' war, the public honor, peace, and safety, shall all 


be turned over to the keeping of its recent cnemies 
without delay, and without imposing such conditions 
as, in the opinion of Congress, the security of the 


: country and its institutions may demand.”’ 


i to Lee, and i 
i been disasters of less magnitude; 


That great question was the question before 
the committee. ‘I'he report proceeds: 


“The history of mankind exhibits no example of 
folly. The instinct of self-pres- 
ervation protests against it. Thosurrender by Grant 
by Sherman to Johuston, would have 
| for new armies 
could have been raised, new battles fought, and the 
Governmentsaved. Theanti-coercive policy, which, 
under pretoxt of avoiding bloodshed, allowed the 
rebellton to take form and gather forco, would be 


' sarpassed in infamy by the matchless wickedness 


that would now surrender the Halls of Congress to 
those so recently in rebellion until proper precau- 
trons shal! have been taken to secure the national 
faith and the national safety.”’ 


Such was the language of that committee, 
after the most mature consideration of the 
whole subject and an investigation of all the 
facts that were brought before it. 

Mr. YATES. State the names of the com- 


mittee. 
Mr. HOWARD. Iwas about to state them. 
Again the report proceeds: 


“The conclusion of yourcommittee, therefore, is 
that the so-called confederate States are not at pres- 
ent, entitled to representation in the Congress of the 
United States; that before allowing such represent- 
ation adequate security for future peace and safety 
should bo required; that this can only be found in 
such changes of the organic law as shall determine 


i the civil rights and privileges of all citizens in all 


parts of the Republic, shall place representation on 
an equitable basis, shall fix a stigma upon treason” — 


Sir, I stand to that forever. The measures 


. to be adopted under the recommendation of 


‘ struct the rebel States, and knew perfectly ' 


what was the state of things produced there by 
that policy. 


We knew very well, so far as intelligent wit- |: 


nesses could inform us, what was the real con- 
dition of the southern people ; what were their 


feelings; wbat were theiraims ; what were their į 


deprivations, and what were their necessities ; 
_and in the report which we presented to the two 


Houses, a report, as I have already remarked, | 


which was accepted throughout the loyal part of 
the United States and by the Republican party 
universally and without dissent—for I never 
' heard it criticised in Congress or out of Con- 
. gress, verbally or in writing, by any person of 


‘| any party; in this report, Isay, which was butthe | 


|| expression of the loyal feeling of the country, 
i! which was everywhere disseminated, read, un- 
i derstood, and approved by Republicans; which 


| presented for the approval of Congress and the 
|. ratification of the States the fourteenth and by 


; far the most important amendment of the Con- | 


| stitution of the United States; in this report the 
ı committee say : 
“The question before Congress is, then, whether 


the committee should fix upon treason a stigma 
and not an ornament— 

* and protect the loyal people against future claims 
for the expenses incurred in support of rebellion, and 


for manumitted slaves, together with an express grant 
of power in Congress to enforce those provisions.’” 


There, sir, was in substance a platform of 


2 polio and of legislation presented to the two 
Every one of us had had some | 


ouses; and that platform, from that day to 
this, I undertake to say—the assertion of the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut to the 
contrary notwithstanding—is the prevailing 
and next to unanimous sentiment of the Re- 
publican party of the United States, North and 
South. 

Mr. YATES. Will the Senator state the 


. names of the committee ? 


Mr. HOWARD. I will state them. This 
report is signed by all the Republican members 


' of that joint committee, and the Senate will 


| indulge me in reading the names. 


I think it 
somewhat important at this day of new things 
and new ideas, new schemes, | will not say new 
whimsies, that these names should be repub- 
lished to the world, taking care always to place 
no particular stress upon one of the names in 
the list. The names are W. P. Fessenden, 
James W. Grimes, Ira Harris, J. M. Howard, 


George H. Williams, Thaddeus Stevens, Elibu 


B. Washburne, Justin S. Morrill, John A. Bing- 
ham, Roscoe Conkling, George 5. Boutwell, 
and Henry T. Blow. 

Now, sir, I have not, sincethe presentation 
of that report, discovered anything in the con- 
dition of our public affairs to induce me in 
any respect to change the opinions I expressed 
in that report. 

Mr. NYE. What is the date of it? 

Mr. HOWARD. There is no date to it. It 
was presented in June, 1866—about the Ist of 


1870. 
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June if I recollect rightly. That report de- 
scribed universal amnesty, that is, the granting 
to all the rebels, high and low, including the 
ringleaders and every other class, of the right 
to participate in the legislation of the country 
aa to occupy seats here with us as a ‘‘ match- 
Jess wickedness,” and I think so still. Your 
universal amnesty will bring back to his seat 
in this Chamber, sooneror later, that infamous 
man, the head and front of the rebellion, who 
by the quips and cranks of the law, or some- 
thing more discreditable, escaped the halter. 
Sir, you will one day see, if you live long 
enough, Jefferson Davis and his servitors of 
the same kith and kin, animated by the same 
destructive ideas so hostile to the United 
States, at work in these Halls, attempting to 
rehatch their treason and vivify and reinvig- 


, close of the war? Not one. 


with all government, and, as I said before, the | 


highest crime that can be committed by a 
citizen. 

Have we inflicted any punishment upon the 
traitors? None. Has there been a single mili- 
tary execution for treason during or since the 
Has there been 
any trial of a traitor, however high or however 
low, for the high crime he has committed? 
None whatever. The sole inconvenience (for 


_ it is not even worthy of the name of punish- 


ment) to which the leading traitors, even, have 


:, been subjected has been, and happens to be 
now, an incapacity to come back into these : 


orate the ‘‘lost cause,” over which he and — 


they have so long mourned. 


Mr. President, is it becoming the dignity : 
of an American legislator to sit in the same | 


Hall and participate in the same deliberations 
upon national affairs with that infamous class 


of men, the ringleaders of treason, whose great | 


object was for years, still is, and always will 


be, I undertake to say, the utter destruction : 


of the Government of the United States? Sir, 


I should be ashamed to sit in the same Hall : 


with them. I should feel dishonored and 
degraded to be placing my name upon the 
same list of yeas and nays with that of Jeffer- 
son Davis or John C. Breckinridge or Robert 
Toombs, or any of the ringleaders in that wan- 
ton and wicked rebellion. 

Mr. MORTON. Would the Senator do it? 

Mr. HOWARD. I would not. 
much personal pride; so have other Senators. 


I have too ` 


I have too much respect for my country; I` 


have too much respect for the opinion of the 


world, thus to stain my own good name by | 
deliberate and voluntary association in matters | 


of legislation with traitors and enemies of my 
country. 
of the advocates of universal amnesty, they 
must make the most of it. 

These are my opinions; and I go further, 


If this is harshness in the opinion | 


and I tell you, sir, and I tell the Senator from | 


Connecticut, {[ Mr. Ferry, ] and all the rest of 
the sect known as universal amnesty men, that 


instead of acquiring the respect or the attach- | 
ment or the friendship and confidence of rebel : 


ringleaders by such an act of folly and wicked- 


Halls and participate with us in the matter of 


legislation ; and this is denounced here and 


elsewhere as a hardship, as a harshness, as 
something unnatural and cruel, at least very 
objectionable. I do not so see it. 

‘This disability, as has been so often remarked 
in this Chamber, is no punishment. 


loyal Republican men and women to whom he 
may address his appeals. I have no fear about 
the result. The recollection of this war has 
not yet passed from their hearts, nor ought it. 

The honorable Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Sawyer] the other day, in the ardor and 
zeal of his friendship for the late rebels, asked 
us whether we were not going to forget the 
war! Ido not know what that Senator may 
do with regard to forgetting the war. Myown 
opinion is that even he will not soon forget it. 


| I am quite sure, for another, that I shall never 


forget the war; and I tell you, sir, that the 
loyal people who suffered so much in its pros- 
ecution—the father who lost his son, the mother 
who lost her son whose remains lie buried in 


' southern soil, all the people who contributed 
- in any way to prosecute this great war to pre- 


serve the unity and honor of the nation; the 


í woman who put in her mite to encourage the 


If Con- . 


gress or the people, by an amendment of the | 


Constitution, sees fit to declare that a certain 
class of persons in the United States shall not 
hold office under the United States, or under 
any State, is that a punishment for crime? Is 
minority a punishment for the crime of being 
aminor? A minor cannot hold office; he can- 
not make a bargain. A femme covert, a wife, 
can make no contract. She is under a dis- 


ability; but who ever thought that thia disability , 
either of the minor or of the femme covert was | 
: a punishment? It is simply a misapplication 


of terms; a perversion of the meaning and | 
intention of the fourteenth amendment of the | 


Constitution. 
For one, I propose to keep this nest of ad- 


' ders, who have given us so much trouble—I 


mean the ringleaders of the rebellion, those | 
`. who hissed the loudest and were most poison- |; 


ous in their bite—away from my premises. I 


office-holding, legislation, or anything else. 
This class proscribed from office-holding 
merely by the fourteenth amendment have been 


guilty not merely of making war against the | 


nited States, which in itself at the opening 


and false swearing before God and man; for 
the proscription applies only to such persons 


‘| as have once taken a solemn oath to support the 


ness, to use the language of the report, they | 


will acquire only their derision and their con- |; 


tempt. Such will be the verdict of history, 


and such will be the language of these men if | 


they ever return to these Halls. They will 
sneer in your faces. They will tell you, with 
contemptuous scorn, that you had not manhood 
enough to continue even this slight inability to 
rule and to legislate; that you had not self- 
respect enough to continue it, even in regard 
to the blood-stained ringleaders of the rebel- 
lion; and they will say to you, and with some 
show of truth and consistency, that you are 
just the men they took you for. 

Sir, no rebellion in ancient or modern times 
against a legitimate Government has been sub- 
dued without punishment of the ringleaders; 
and in my humble jadgment no such rebellion 
ought to pass without punishment. Treason 
is a great crime. It is a crime we know which 
by the common law is followed not only bythe 
punishment of death, but by the forfeiture of 
all the lands and goods of the offender. It 
has ever been regarded in all countries, Chris- 
tian countries, pagan countries, and Moham- 
medan countries, as the highest crime that can 
be committed against the State. Your ‘‘uni- 
versal amnesty ’’ is a compliment to treason. 


It is an invitation to the traitor to come back | 


and take his place in your councils and to give 
direction to your policy and laws. Can you 
do this, sir, and maintain your relf-respect? 
Can you do this, and preserve in their purity 
and strength the spirit, power, and purpose of 
the Government to which you belong? You 
cannot. Treason is odious, It is inconsistent 


Constitution of the United States, and have 
afterward gone into the rebellion and borne 
arms against the United States, or rendered 
aid and comfort to the enemies thereof. Here 


is the crime of deliberate perjury, which is a | 


felony by the laws of all the States, punishable 
by confinement at hard labor in the peniten- 
tiary, in addition to the still higher crime of 


| treason against the United States. 


Senators on this floor complain that this is 
a grievous punishment to such men as Jeff. 
Davis, Toombs, Breckinridge, Lee, and the 
rest of the nest. 

Mr. MORTON. And Wise. 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir, and Wise; that 
this is a grievous punishment; that it is a use- 
less proscription; and they appeal to us to be 
magnanimous and indulgent, to pardon these 
offenders and take them back again to our 
bosom. Sir, they had sworn to support the 
Constitution of the United States before God. 
They had sworn not to make war in any event 
upon their country. They violated their oath; 
they made war upon their country ; they de- 
ceived the nation that. gave them birth; and, 
for one, I must apply to their condition the 
old adage, not the less significant because it is 
old, that ‘fa wise man may once be deceived, 
but it is the fool who is deceived the second 
time.” Let us keep them where they are. 
Who ever goes before the loyal people of the 
United States and appeals to them to send 
representatives to this body and to the other 
House of Congress with a view to establish 
Greeley’s plan of ‘‘universal amnesty,” will, 
I predict, receive a universal ‘‘no’’ from all 


I 


soldier in the performance of hie duty or to 
administer to his comfort, to bind up his wounds, 
or to do aught else for his comfort; the fathers 
and the mothers and the sisters, the widows 
and the orphans, sufferers by this dreadful war, 
and told to-day by millions—can never forget 
this war; and God forbid that they ever should 


: forget it, or the wicked causes that led to it! 


Its result is one of the proudest monuments in 
honor of the American name to the constancy 
of a free people and their love of their Gov- 
ernment. They will never forget this war, its 
dangers, its sufferings, its toils, its sacrifices; 
and they never will, for they never can so long 
as they are human, forget the scoundrels who 
brought such calamities upon them, and they 
never ought to forget them. There may be 
other Powers in the universe who may be 


| equally disinclined to forget these crimes; but 


that is a matter between the offender and his 


_1 © God, and I shall not follow him beyond the 
intend that they shall have no more to do with ' 
me or mine, if I can help it, in the shape of | 


confines of time. 
What I stand to is the report and the doc- 
trine of the report solemniy presented to the 


‘two Houses of Congress in June, 1866, in 


! denounced as ‘‘ matchless wickedness.”’ 
‘| was a ‘‘ matchless wickedness’’ in 1866 it has 
of the war was punishable by death in ali cases, |: 
|, but they have been guilty of deliberate perjury | 


which this policy of universal amnesty hate 
it 


lost nothing of its atrocity in 1870. ‘The leop- 
ard cannot change his spots. Treason and 
rebelism are to-day as odious and hateful and 
as little worthy of trust and confidence as they 


| were in 1866, as they were in 1861. 


Now, sir, I wish to say one word upon the 
bill which is before us. I have already con- 
sumed much more time on another branch of 
the subject than I intended. I know that the 
Committee on the Judiciary were as anxious 
as any of us to present a bill which should be 
effective for the protection of loyal voters, 
white and black, all over the United States. 
I do them honor in regard ‘to the labors they 
have bestowed upon the subject. But at the 
same time, not wishing to introduce into our 
legislation anything which can be treated as a 
novelty, anything to which reasonable objec- 
tion can be raised, I think the passages I shall 
point out will strise other Senators as they 
strike me. 

And first, in section three there is a provision 
declaring that where a person has endeavored 
to take the necessary preliminary steps in 
order to acquire the right to vote, and has been 
prevented by the officer to whom he was to 
make his application, his offer shall be held to 
be “a performance in law of such act.” Then 
the section proceeds and declares that he may 
present an affidavit to the board of election 
that he had offered to qualify himself to vote, 
and that his vote shall be received by the board 
upon the ground that he was prevented from 
registering or taking any other preliminary step. 
I do not think that an unconstitutional clause, 
but I think it is a clause which might be in some 
cases very easily abused. I think it is leaving 
to the applicant too broad a discretion, too 
much power. To say to him that if he swears 
he offered to qualify as a voter, and that he was 
prevented by John Smith, or John Doe, he 
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may, nevertheless, go forward and put in his 
vote, is or may be to enable him to evade the 
law. Iltis unusual to me; itis entirely unheard 
of; and I would far rather that section should 
be entirely stricken out. I do not believe it 


will be of any benefit to the country generally. | 


Mr. STEWART. I should like to call the 
attention of the Senator to the fact that the 
wrongful act must be the ‘‘act aforesaid.” 
That is the act referred to in the second sec- 
tion, refusing him the right. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
carefully, and if the Senator will allow me, I 
was about to close my remarks. I make these 
observations in regard to the bill rather to elicit 


the opinions of other Senators than to express l 


any of my own; but it strikes me that after all 
that section will do very little good, if any at 


all, and it may be so easily abused, and it will |. 


so surely become the subject and foandation 
of complaints and wranglings and litigations, 
that I think it had better be omitted altogether. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator permit 
me to make a suggestion ? 

Mr. HOWARD. I shall be through in a 
moment, but I will yield to the Senator. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not wish to elicit 
debate, but only to inform my friend that that 
section was the subject of very serious consid- 
eration in committee, and we were informed 
by gentlemen from various of the States where 
this thing is ‘‘to rub,’’ to use a homely expres- 
sion, that the hostile organizations that exist 
in the counties and in the townships there would 
exclude the body of colored men from voting, 
and carry the elections thereby, they not being 
entitled to vote by being rejected thereby, an 
then take their chances, after having elected 
their own men, of the punishment that might 
follow; and for that reason we thought on the 
whole it was better to insert it. 

Mr. HOWARD. I have no doubt that in 
many localities it would operate well, and prob- 
ably would be in those localities the only effect- 
ual remedy for the mischief sought to be rem- 


ied. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In other localities it would 
not work at all, because there would be no 
occasion for it. 

Mr. HOWARD. Weare not sure of that. 

Then section five, I think, is open to obser- 
vation. I must confess that I do not quite see 
the propriety of attempting that sort of legis- 
lation. It declares— 

That any person who shall be deprived of any 
office, except that of member of Congress or member 
of a State Legislature, by reagon of the violation of 
the provisions of this act, shall be entitled to recover 
possession of such office by writ of mandamus or 
other appropriate proceeding; and the cirouit and 
district courts of the United States shall have con- 
carrent jurisdiction— . 

And there the words “ with the proper State 
court’ have been added— 
of all cases arising under this section. 


In the first place, I should object upon pro- 
fessional ground to the endeavor to employ 
the writ of mandamu; for such a purpose. If 
my recollection serves me, a writ of mandamus 
is used only in cases where a party in posses- 


sion of an office owes a special, defined duty | 


to some one, where the duty is defined and 
where the conditions for its performance have 


been fully performed, so that it is the plain, | 


clear daty of the officer to perform the act. It 


is not issued even in doubtful cases, I believe. | 


ap- | 
plied to such a case as this? After the elec- 


Now, how can the writ of mandamus be 


tion some one will receive the certificate of 


the board of election, and there will be an ia- | 


cumbent who will enter upon the discharge of 
the duties of the office. He is in possession, 
and in the exercise of the functions of the 
office; but there is an outside claimant who 
sets up that he had more votes at the election 
or was entitled to more votes than the actual 
incumbent had. Then the applicant goes into 
the circuit court, and upon a proper showing 
by affidavit obtains from the court an order 
nisi ordinarily, if nota peremptory mandamus. 


I have read the bill very | 


i; possession. 
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He applies for his mandamus to command— 
what? Does the mandamus turn the actual 
incumbent out? 

k Mr. STEWART. Suppose there isno incum- 


ent? 

Mr. HOWARD. Take my case first. Sup- 
| pose there is? 
i Mr.STEWART. Then you have some other 
| roceeding. 


proper 

. HOWARD. Suppose there is an actual 
incumbent? In ninety-nine out of a hundred 
cases you would find an actual incumbent in 
Is it the intention of the bill that 


i 
i 


t 


'i the mandamus shall eject the actual incum- 


: bent? 

i Mr. STEWART. No. 

| Mr. HOWARD. Of course not, because 
i the writ could not be used for any such pur- 


pose. 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend permit 
| me to make a suggestion to him? 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir; the Senator may 
make a suggestion to me or to the Senate, 
whichever he pleases. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I will make it to 
both, although the Senator is quorum pars 
magna. My friend does know, as he ought 
to know, as every lawyer knows, that the name 
that you apply toa proceeding is of no conse- 


| quence. 
Mr. THURMAN. ‘That which we calla 
rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”’ 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Exactly. All that that 


i| section provides, giving a particular name to 


| the process, is, that when there shall be a final 
| determination that the man who has not ob- 
, tained the office really is entitled to it he shall 
have it. Can there be any objection to that? 

Mr. HOWARD. Ido not raise any objec- 
tion. I merely wish to call the attention of 
the ingenious gentleman who drew this bill 
and reported it back to the Senate to some 
considerations which have occurred to my 


mind. 

Mr. STEWART. I should like now to pre- 
senta further consideration at that point. Sup- 
pose the board of canvassers should throw out 
a number of colored votes, and suppose it 
turned out to be a majority; that they would 
not count it at all ; what proceeding would you 
take then? 

Mr. HOWARD. But the principal consid- 
eration which I wish to present to the learned 
lawyers of the Judiciary Committee is this: is 
there not, after all, some doubt or uncertainty 
whether this kind of remedy, whether by man- 
damus, quo warranto, or any other ‘‘ appro- 
priate proceeding,’’ as it is called in the sec- 
tion, is authorized by the Constitution of the 
United States? 

Mr. STEWART. Bat I should like the Sen- 
ator to answer my question. Suppose the board 
of canvassers refuse to make any count at all, 
and throw out the majority of colored votes, 
then would not a mandamus be the appropri- 
ate remedy? 

Mr. HOWARD. I yield to the Senator 
from Vermont to make a motion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There are reasons con- 
nected with the courtesies that belong to the 
Senate why we should not have an evening 
session to-night. I therefore move that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope not. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Question! 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
not debatable. 

Mr. STEWART. I want to have an under- 
standing as to going on with this bill. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The motion to adjourn is 
not debatable. 

Mr. SUMNER. Itis not debatable. Let 
| ug adjourn. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Minnesota objects to debate. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Vermont, 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
| yeas and nays. 


The motion is 


I demand the 


The yeas and nays were not ordered, but 
six Senators rising to second the call. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 19, 1870. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


MORRISTOWN SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT. 


Mr. HILL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 289) author- 
izing the Secretary of War to furnish cannon 
to the soldiers’ monument at Morristown, Mor- 
ris county, New Jersey; which was read a 
first and second time. 

Mr. HILL. I ask unanimous consent to 
have the joint resolution put upon its passage 
at the present time. I will simply say that it 
has been considered by the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, and that it meets their entire 
approval. 

There was no objection; and the joint reso- 
lution was read. It authorizes the Secretary 
of War to furnish to the Soldiers’ Monument 
Association of Morris county, New Jersey, 
four pieces of condemned iron or bronze can- 
non and fifty cannon balls, to be placed about 
the monument to be erected at Morristown, 
the county seat of said county. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. HILL moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also aoro that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MEXICAN TREATIES AND OBLIGATIONS. 


Mr. CONNER. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce a preamble and_resolution for 
reference to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
It is a resolution instructing the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs to report to the House what 
action, if any, be necessary to compel the re: 
public of Mexico to fulfil existing treaties and 
obligations made and entered into between 
that Government and the United States, 

I desire to say just one word in explanation. 
The resolution is based on a series of resolu- 
tions recently passed in the Texas Legislature. 
Iam admonished, in consequence of the ex- 

ected early adjournment, of the necessity of 
having the matter referred immediately to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs for considera- 


tion. 

TheSPEAKER. Does thegentleman desire 
the House to pass a resolution of instructions 
to the committee? Referring the resolution 
would not operate as instructions. 

Mr. CONNER. I desire to introduce a 
resolution of instructions. 

The preamble and resolution were read, as 
follows: 


Whereas reliable information of the existence of 
bad faith on the partofthe republic of Mexico toward 
the people and Government of the United States in 
relation to existing treaties between the two Gov- 
ernments is reported to prevail; and whereas, it is 
the duty and obligation of the Government of the 
United States to protect its citizons and inhabitants 
against all depredations from foreign Powers or the 
citizens thereof, and to compel thefulfillment of all 
such treaties, and especially is it our duty to insist 
that the republic of Mexico, a neighboring friendly 
Power, shall no longer permit its soil to be used as 
an asylum for hostile bands of Indians or other des- 
peradoes, who for five years last past have been 
devastating the southwestern frontier of Texas, with, 
it is believed. the fall knowledge of the authorities 
of Mexico: Therefore i $ 
Be it resolved, That the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs be, and are hereby, instructed to inquire into 
the facts herein cited, and report to this House what 
action, if any, be necessary, to proroci our citizens 
and compel the said republic of Mexico to fulfill all 
existing treaties madeand entered into between that 
Government and the United States. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I think that resolution 
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ought to be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I haveno objection to its 
reference, but I object to action upon it. 

Mr. CONNER. I hope the gentleman will 
allow the resolutions of the Texas Legislature 
to be read. 


The SPEAKER. The resolutions can be | 
presented, under the call of the States on Mon- | 


day morning, and referred without debate. 

Mr. CONNER. It isin consequence of the 
early day fixed for adjournment that I want to 

t them before the committee. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 
the resolution be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs I bave no objection ; otherwise 
I must object. 

Mr. CONNER. Very well; then I ask that 
my resolution and the resolutions of the Texas 


Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


POLLY VORINSKY. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2054) 


granting a pension to Polly Vorinsky, of Ten- ` 


nessee; which was read a first and second time, 


and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- : 


sions. 
SWAMP LANDS IN IOWA. 


Mr. POMEROY, by unanimous consent, in- | 


troduced a bill (H. R. No. 2055) to confirm 
certain swamp-land selections to the State of 


Iowa; which was read a first and second time, | 
and referred to the Committee on the Public | 


Lands. 
CHARLES E. BUCK. 


consent, certain evidence in the claim of 


Charles E. Buck, of Pennsylvania, was ordered ` 


to be printed and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 
LOUISA JAMES AND W. E. KENNEDY. 
Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, by unanimous 
consent, submitted the following resolution ; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
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SEC. 8. And be tt further enacted, That the proceeds 
of said .sales, aftor paying the necessary expenses 
thercof, shall, upon the receipt of the same, bo paid 
by tho Secretary of War into the Treasury. 

Mr. WOOD, I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Logan] what is the 
character of the property which itis proposed 
to sell under this bill? 


Mr. LOGAN. Different arsenals of the ` 


United States, with the grounds attached there- 
to, which are not needed for the service of the 
United States. 


Mr. WOOD. Is this property to be sold at — 


If the gentleman will let `; public sale or by private sale? 


Mr. LOGAN. At public sale after sixty 
days’ notice. , 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Where is the publication 


: of the proposed sale to be made? 


Mr. LOGAN. The newspapers published in 


which it may be proposed to sell. 
_ Mr. WOOD. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, [Mr. Locay,] who 
must be familiar with this whole question, if 
this comprises any property that can possibly 
be required hereafter for the use of the.Gov- 
ernment? 

Mr. LOGAN. Noneatall; there is no use 


| for it in the world. 


Mr. WOOD. With this explanation, I will 
not object to the consideration of this bill at 
this time. 

No objection being made, the billand substi- 
tute were received, and the substitute agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 


| engrossed and read a third time; and being 


On motion of Mr. STILES, by unanimous li engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 


time, and passed. 


Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 


` that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
' table. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be dirceted ` 


to transmit to this House the papers and proofs now 
on file in the War Department in relation to the 
claim of Mrs. Louisa James, of New Orleans; also, 


the papers and proofs relating to theclaim of Dr. | 


William E. Kennedy, of New Orleans. ou 


SALE OF ARSENALS, ETC. 


Mr. LOGAN. I ask unanimous consent to | 


report from the Committeé on Military Affairs 
the bill which I mentioned yesterday for the 
sale of arsenals. It ia House bill No. 786, 


authorizing the sale of certain arsenals and | 
I ask that a | 


property of the United States. 
substitute which I am instructed to offer may 


be read, and I think there will be no objection | 


to it. 
The substitute was read, aa follows: 


That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to sell, in such portions as 


shall, in his opinion, secure the greatest amount of | 


money, either by public auction or by inviting pro- 
posals for the purchase thereof, and in either case to 
the highest bidder, all the lands and tenements be- 
longing to the United States at Rome, New York; 
Vergennes, Vermont; Fayetteville, North Carolina; 
Mount Vernon, Alabama, aud Chattahoochie, Flor- 
ida, now or heretofore used for arsenal purposes, 
and known respectively as Rome arsenal, Cham- 
plain arsenal, North Carolina arsenal, Mount Ver- 
non arsenal, and Appalachicola arsenal; also, the 
captured lands and tenements belonging to the 
United States at Shreveport, Louisiana; Marshall 
and Jefferson, Texas; and in Marion and Davis 
counties, Texas: Provided, ‘That no sale shall be 
made under this act until the time, terms, place, and 
mode thereof shall have been published in one of the 

rincipal newspapers in each of the cities of New 

ork, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, St. Louis, New 
Orleans, for the space of sixty days prior to the sale, 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the termsof 
payment for the property above directed to be sold 
shall be in all cases not less than one third cash, and 
the remainder on acredit of one and two years, with 
interest at six per cent. per annum, secured by bond 
and surety from the purchaser or purchasers; and 
the Secretary of War is empowered and required, 
on receiving the purchase-money in full, to execute 
all necessary deeds of said property to the purchaser 
or purchasers thereof on behalf of the United States. 
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: War may direct. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
FORT PORTER, BUFFALO, NEW YORK. 


Mr. BENNETT. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce for consideration at this time a 
joint resolution authorizing the improvement 


of the grounds owned by the United States in | 
the city of Buffalo, New York, known as Fort | 


Porter. 


No objection was made; nd the joint res- | 


olution (H. R. No. 290) was received and read 
4 first and second time. i 

The joint resolution, which wás réad, grants 
permission to the city of Buffalo, in the State’ 


of New York, through its park commission- | 


ers, toimprove and beautifythe grounds known |; 18 ; i 
as Fort Porter, situated in said city, and be- , vious question. Just what I stated on a former 
i | day is what I propose to carry out if the House 

sustains me. 


| order the previous question the bill will, of 


longing to the United States, in connection 
with a public park to be laid out on land 
adjoining the said grounds, the plans for the 
same to be approved by the Secretary of War, 
provided that this resolution shall not be con- 
strued to pass any title in the said grounds, 
but that the ownership and control of the said 
grounds shall remain entirely in the United 
States, and shall be subject to such changes and 
uses for military purposes as ‘the Secretary of 


‘The joint resolution was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. BENNETT moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion. to reconsider 
be laid on the table. a ones TE 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CAPE GIRARDEAU RAIEROAD: ~~ 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, by unanimous 
consent, reported from the Committee or the 
Public Lands a bill (H. R. No. 2056) to grant 
lands to aid in the construction of the Cape 
Girardeau and State- Line railroad, in the State 
of Missouri; which was read a first and second 


time; ordered to be printed, and recommitted 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


SALE OF BROOKLYN NAVY-YARD. 


Mr. SLOCUM. I ask unanimous consent. 
to submit the following resolution for consid- 
eration at this time: 

Resolved, That the Committec on Naval Affairs bo 


: authorized to report at any time the bill for the 


removal of the Brooklyn navy-yard. 
- Objection was made by several members. 
AMERICAN COMMERCE. 
Mr. KELSEY. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
called for, the House will resume the consid- 


‘ eration of House hill No. 1889, to revive the 
| navigation and commercial interests of the 
‘ United States, on which the gentleman from 


Legislature be referred to the Committee on ` the principal cities of the United States, and _ Maine [Mr. Hare] is entitled to the floor. 


© in the district where the property is situated | 


Mr. DAWES. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Lyxcu, ] who has 
charge of this bill, when he proposes to close 
debate? 

Mr. HALE. I will yield to allow my col- 
league [Mr. Lyncu] to answer that question. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not desire to have this 
time taken out of the hour of the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. HALE. ] 

The SPEAKER. ‘This will be considered 
as relating to order of business, and will not be 


i; taken out of the morning hour. 


Mr. LYNCH. My intention was, as I stated 
yesterday, to ask the previous question and 
come to a vote on this bill to-day; but there 
are several gentlemen who wish to debate this 
bill and who have had a promise of a part of 
the time. On that account I have concluded to 
allow the debate to run through the morning 
hour of to-day, and have the vote taken at the 
expiration of the morning hour on Tuesday 


next. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to propound a 
further inquiry to the gentleman from Maine, 
[Mr. Lyxcu.] He has entered a motion to 


, recommit this bill, which of course cuts off all 
: amendments to the bill. 


I would like to know 
if it is his design to keep that motion pending 
until he is ready to call the previous question, 
and not allow amendments to be offered to 
perfeet this bill? 


Mr. LYNCH. I design to do precisely what 


i [said atthe time I entered that motion I would 
` do; that is, to allow such amendments as may 
: not be designed or calculated to injure or defeat 


the bill. 

Mr. ALLISON. Who is to be the judge of 
that? 

Mr. LYNCH. The House must be the judge 
in deciding whether or not to sustain the pre- 


If the House should refuse to 


course, be open to any amendments which may 


| be offered. The matter is entirely within the 
| control of the House. 
' go far as I am concerned, to put it within the 


But E do not intend, 


power of that gentleman to offer amendments 
with a design to load down the bill and kill it. 

Mr. DAWES. I would like to inquire 
whether the gentleman could not possibly call 
the previous question to-day? I do not wish 
to interfere with any arrangements which may 
have been made; I make the suggestion only 
in the interest of the business of the House. 
This bill, of course, does not interfere with 


| the business of the Committee on Appropria- 


tions. 

Mr. LYNCH. The suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] could 
only be carried out by asking the consent of 
the House to occupy the session of to-day on 
this bill. Ona measure of this importance I 
éannot consent to cut off all those gentlemen 
who desire to speak, and who wish only short 
periods of time—ten, fifteen, ortwenty minutes 


each. 
Mr. DAWES. So far as regards the last 
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suggestion of the gentleman from Maine Į will 
say that I feel under some obligations to the 
gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. Serene who is 
absent, to press the appropriations bills, so as 

. to get them out of the way as soon as possible. 
I have no other objection to the suggestion. 

Mr. CULLOM. Mr. Speaker, I suppose it 
will be within the power of the House at the 
expiration of the morning hour to continue the 
consideration of this bill by a majority vote. I 
a we had better do that, and get it out of 
the way. 

The SPEAKER. The Cheir will state that 
he has been notified by the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Kensey,] who has charge of 
the consular and diplomatic appropriation bill, 
that at the close of the morning hour to-day he 
will move to go into Committee of the Whole 
upon that bill. ` Of course if the House should 
negative that motion the Chair would consider 
this bill as pending before the House. 

Mr. DAWES. One word more. The busi- 
ness of the Committee on Appropriations is in 


such. a position that it will be no disadvantage || 


to us if no other appropriation bill than the 
consular bill is considered to-day. The gentle- 
man from New York is, I believe, of the opinion 
that that bill will not occupy the whole day. 
The Gentleman can make any suggestion he 
may deem proper with regard to the disposi- 
tion of this matter. 


Mr. KELSEY. I am very desirous to have | 


the consular bill disposed of to-day; and I 
have no doubt we shall be able to pass it dur- 
ing to-day’s session. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state 
that to-morrow the. morning hour will .be 
devoted to the consideration of private bills; 


and as it will be the third Friday in the month, , 


all other business will be set aside at two 
o'clock for the consideration of business. re- 

orted by the Committee for the District of 
Polumbis. So that there.can be no session of. 
the Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. LYNCH. Several of the gentlemen 
who desire to speak on this bill prefer ta speak 
on next Tuesday. ‘For myself.1 have mo. pref- 
erence in the matter. ora eae! 

Mr. WOOD. I call for the regular order. | 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr.. Woop] calls for the regular order. 
The morning hour now begins. The gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. Hars] is entitled to the 

oor. . Lt agen 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, we present to 
the world the astonishing spectacle of a nation 
just emerged from a wasting and devastating 
war, which disarranged the course of trade in 
almost every business. relation, and in many 
instances blotted out sources of former invest- 
ment and profit, and yet, under these disad- 
vantages, obtaining from the revenues collected 
from our people more than is needed for imme- 
diate uses. e have proved that we can pay 
the running expenses of the Government ad- 
ministered on a prudent basis, the interest 
upon the national debt, enough of the princi-. 
pal of that debt to show that it can easily he 


extinguished in the lifetime of grown-up men | 


now living, and yet have, afterall these expend- 
itures, an annual:surplug. of from fifty to sev- 
enty million dollars. teas 

The question then arises, what shall be done 
with this immense surplus; or, as it comes prac- 


tically before Congress, trom what material’ 


interests of the country will you lift taxation ? 
And that brings before us the whole question, 
of the adjustment of the burdens of taxation 
upon the different material interests of. the 
country.. When that is discusséd it has alwa. 

been found that there is anivlved-legitisantely 
the question of protection—what interest shall 
be favored, and to what degree; how far for 
the purpose of revenue, and how far for. the 
purpose of protection?. And if any man had 
any doubt before whether this discussion:could 
be carried on upon one plane of this question 
without involving the other the experience of 


| during that discussion. 


the Honse forthe last. twa months must have 
settled the question in his mind. - -This-House 
has been for more than two months, n ‘to last 
Monday, engaged in readjusting the burdens 
of taxation on the material interests of the 
country, arising under the tariff bill reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have looked on witha 
great deal of interest during the discussion, 
taking but little part in it, to see the develop- 
ments produced here upon this floor in the 
straggle of different interests for protection. 
All the leading interests, with one exception, 
were thoroughly represented here. Pennsyl- 
vania was united almost to a man, without party 
distinction, for protection for pig iron and 
other iron manufactures from iron ores. The 
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peeps here from the traffic of all nations. It 
uilt the finest ships in the world. It gave 
employment and sustenance directly and indi- 
rectly to hundreds of thousandsof souls. In 
this respect it dominates and towers above 
every other interest brought before the House 
| where a claim has been made for protection, 
' It contended successfully for the trade of the 
i world with all other peoples. 
| While this was so, American ship-building 
‘and American commerce asked no bounty from 
‘the Government. It came here with no lobbies. 
| It did not when rich seek Government aid to 
|. get richer, When it prospered it did not ask 
Government aid to secure higher prosperity. 
‘It was content to flourish by its own efforts. 
. To-day it does not come here like the wagoner 


! 


New England manufactures in Connecticut of || who prayed to Hercules to lift him out of the 


yarious kinds were represented by that dele- 

tion; the iron manufacturers of Worcester, 
in Massachusetts, by the gentleman from that 
district, (a Hoar ;} and the shoemakers by 
the gentleman from the Essex district, [Mr. 
BurLeRk.} Powerful lobbies were about the 
House. “The discussion proceeded. 


During all this time I watched carefully for | 
the emergence from this singal of some in- | 
waited to see | 


dustry that was languishing. 
some suffering interest appealing for assistance 
t did not seem to me 
that the iron manufacturers of Pennsylvania 
were poor men, nor men growing poor. It did 


' not appear that the proprietors of the Besse- 
| 


mer steel patent were poverty-stricken indi- 


viduals, or that the manufacturers in Connec- : 
| tieut, or Worcester, or in the Essex district of 
Massachusetts, had gone to wreck and ruin. | 


I did not object to reasonable protection to 
them, although in most cases I voted against 
the highest duties asked for; but I was very 
clear.in my impression that. neither of those 
presented a question of a great interest strug: 
gling in the throes: of dissolution—going’ to 
death for want of protection. But the House 


kept at work; two months were consumed, | 


and at last,in the morning hour, the select 
Committee on the Decline of American Ton- 
nage was called: ‘My colleague [Mr. Lywoux]. 
spoke ably and eloquently on this great an 


important ‘interest and on the pending bills, 


which he believes and I believe will in a great 
degree remedy the prostration under which 
that interest now suffers, and other gentlemen 
have followed him on one side and another. 
At last, Mr. Speaker, wè have before us a 
great suffering, languishing, and dying interest, 
and this House should take enough interest in 
the question to investigate it thoroughly. Here 
is a subject that of right demands the atten- 
tion of the American Congress. Its magni- 
tude entitles it to oursober thought. Itdwarfs 
other interests. in a fair comparison. When 
the war of the rebellion broke out American 
ship-building and American commerce filled 
every ship-yard on our northern coast with 
busy and prosperous laborers, and sent into 
every port of the world American vessels, 
to draw sources of profit and wealth for our 


| mud. But after it has itself for the last ten 
! years been putting its shoulders to the wheel 
| under every circumstance of discouragement, 

it now asks only for aid to help it to lift itself 
out of the morass. Itis prostrate to-day and 
needs succor. Its decline is notathing of the 
future. It does not say, ‘* Unless you grant aid 
and protection our ship-building will decline 
and our commerce will lessen on the seas.” It 
does not makc its claim for help on a predic- 
tion based, as other interests have based their 
claims, on the question whether Congress will 
or will not grant aid. But itis a thing of the 
present and of the past. Is is already declin- 
ing, itis already languishing, and it appeals to 
Congress, showing its record of decline and 
almost death. 

Mr. Speaker, the figures show this so clearly 
that no man can disputethem. The inference 
from them is irresistible. I need make no 
apology to the House for using, as I shall to 
|' some brief extent, figures that have already 
| been used by other members; for these figures 
| present to any view that is taken of this sub- 
ject pertinent illustration. Our American ton: 
nage in 1861 engaged in foreign trade was 
2,642,628 tons; in 1868 it had sunk to 1,565,732 
tons, a decrease of 1,075,896 tons, about forty 
percent. Great Britain inthe mean time had 
increased her tonnage engaged in foreign trade 
from 8,179,683 tons in 1861 to 4,265,349 tons in 
1868, or 1,085,666 tons. In 1860 the American 
tonnage entering all our ports was 5,921,285 
tons; ih 1869 it had: fallen to 8,402,668 tons, 
showing a decline of 2,518,617 tons. |The for- 
eign tonnage entering our ports in 1860 was 
2,358,911 tons, and in 1869 it was 6,347,694 
tons, an increase of 2,993,783 tons. : 

But a still more clear illustration of the 
| decline of American commerce than even these 
|| figures is the exhibit as to its earnings at those 
|| two respective dates. There was earned by 
|; American shipping in 1861, $108,347,748. In 
|! 1869 it fell to $70,488,946, showing $37,858,303 
‘ lost to our foreign trade, lost to the people of 
‘| this country, lost in its expenditures, and in 
-| the reviving effects it-would have upon a thou- 
| sand other industries heretofore prosperous. 
| The following are the tables showing in detail 
| this result: 


A table showing the amount of American and foreign tonnage entered the ports af the United 


States from foreign countries in 1830, 1840, 1850, and from 1860 to 1869, both inclusive. 


Fiscal yeats. © “page... 


American ton- | Foreign ton- 


American in ex- 


Foreign in ex- 
cess of foreign| cess of Ameri- 
nage. tonnege. can tonnage. 
(7 s 
- 131,900 835,327 -; 
712,363 864,583 j - 
1,775,623 797,393 = 
2,353,911 3,567,374 | - 
2,217,554 "3067363 | - 
ee | HS 
y ol s Ve a 
3,471,219 - 404,785 
o 3,216,967 - 273,305 
i 4,410,424 - i . 1,038,364 
4,318,673 - i ae 863,621 
_ 4.495.465 s gers | 
5,347,694 - 1,945,026 | 


1870. ` 


Table showing the estimated value of American: ` 
from 1860 to 1869, eam 


carrying trade during the ten years 
clusive. F l E 


Estimated spe- 


Amount of k spe- ' Aggregate spe-| cie value of 


Fiscal years, gistered ton-| cie value per; cie value of; 708s yearly 
j earnings, be- 
| nage June 30. | ton. tonnage. | ing 33} per ot, 
: i alue. 
! ; j of val | 
$38 i 237,624 $20,079,175 
41 104,395,717 34,798,572 
41 "108,347,748 36,115,916 
45 108,106,295 34,368,765 
45 i 91,175,130 30,391,710 | 
45 71,185,275 23,728,425 
45 72,116,235 24,038,745 |! 
45 - 67,181,670 23,393,890 
45 70,561, 23,520,480 
45 ‘70,457,940 23,485, 
45 70,468,945. 23,496,315 


Table showing the amount of foreign merchandise imported into the United States in American 
and foreign vessels, has epee during the fiscal years from 1850 to 1869, both inclusive. 
(Expressed in specie value at foreign ports of exportation.) 


Yoars. ae 


i In American ves- 


| Imports. 
j Total in Ameri- 
| 


| In foreign vessels, | 


can and foreign 
i sels, i ; vessels. 
! 
eT AEE T E EEES E E EEN $139,657,043 | $38,481,275 | $178,138,318 
Iloon 163,650,543 | 52,574,389 | 216, 224,932 
: 155,258,467 | 53,038,388 | *212,945,442 
191,688,325 | 76,290,322 267,978,647 
215,376,273 86,117,821 *304,562,381 
202,234,900 ` 59,233,620 261,468,520 
249,972,512 64,667,430 314,639, 942 
259,116,170 101,773,971 360,890,141 
203,700,016 78,913,134 282,613,150 
216,123,428 122,644,702 338,768, 130 
228,164,855 134,001,399 362,166,254 
201,544,055 334,106,098 335,650,153 
92,274,100 113,497,629 : 205,771,729 
744,580 143,175,340 252,919,920 
$1,212,077 248,350,818 329,562,895 
74,385,116 174,170,536 248,555,652 
112,040,305 471,763: 445,512,158 
17,209,5: 300,622,035: | 417,831,571 
22,965,225 248,659,583 | 271,624,808 
i 136,802,024 300,512,231 |; 437,314,255 
Toba wseizsscsccvscsseintacessosissiscecacessecsssereacsiees sce ~~ $8,273,119,640 $2,864,302,484 i  $6,145,138,998 
+ In the year 1852, $4,648,587, and in 1854, $3,068,287, were imported into San Francisco; class of 


: vessels in 
which brought cannot be stated f 


perity. Our railroads had their lines of trade 
| filled to. overflowing. ‘The banks in the hands 
of moneyed men have coined money to. an ex- | 
tent that had never been known in the history | 
of finance before. But while these interests | 
were thus being helped and sustained by the | 
Government, the dominant party enacting and | 
the minority not expostulating, you cannot lay 
your finger on any acts of Congress by whic 
help has been afforded to American ship-build- 
ing or American commerce. Nay, sir, more 
than this; there has been nothing done from 
the day when the war ended and we settled 
back into peace and the encouragement of 
peaceful industries; year after. year has gone 
by and the attention of men’s. minds has been 
more and more brought to material interests, 
bringing out, as I hope it will, more and.more 
of that kind of practical statesmanship that is 
to-day found in the British House of Com- 
mons, One interest existed in this nation 
which was left unnoticed. For the last ten 
years there has been no action by the Ameri- 
can Congress recognizing the importance of 
| American ship-building and American com- 
merce, and that of itself ought to draw every 
man’s mind with fixed attention to this sub- | 
ject. It is disgraceful that it isso, that an 
interest in which our national pride as well as 
our prosperity is legitimately interested should 
have thus been given the go-by. -> > 
Now, the Committee on the Decline of 
American Tonnage haslabored filiali dar ae 
the monthsof the last recess, and has reporte 
bills here which it believes will afford reason- 
able help. I have not time to discuss in detail 
the provisions of those bills. . What, in brief, 
they propose todo is to take off practically the | 


, Here, then, is an interest of the greatest 
importance paralyzed to the extent which these 
figures show. Noman will dispute it. It has | 
been worse neglected than any other interest 
ofour people. It was broken down first when 
the war of the rebellion broke out. American 
commerce was inevitably more exposed to dis- 
aster, to ruin, and destruction when the war 
came tban any other. Our ships were found 
upon all the seas of the world. And when the 
rebel cruisers stole out from southern ports, 80 
sensitive is commerce that for every vessel 
that was sunk by the Alabama or the Sumter 
or the Florida, a degree of fear and dismay 
spread through business circles which can in 
no degree be measured by the actual loss to our 
commerce from the captures by these cruisers. 

What was done at the time for this interest 

when beginning to suffer in that way, to suffer 
by direct acts of the enemy with whom we were 
contending? Could Congress do anything to 
help this? It may be that it could not; at all 
-events it did not. Meanwhile, sir, as a result 
of the war and as a result of the sympathy 
which Great Britain showed for the South, the 
extreme protective feeling took rapid strides 
in this country. All our industrial interests 
except ship-building and commerce came to 
the doors of Congress and clamored for in- 
creased protection. Men’s minds. were then 
in condition to yield about all that was asked 
when an appeal was made against the compe- 
tition of England. 

I sympathized at that time with this feeling; 
Congress acted upon it. _What was the result? 
Every leading industry of the country had in- 
creased protection. Our iron forges and man- 
ufactories blossomed out into increased pros- 
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duties from ship-building materials, as is done, 
I believe, in every other country, to afford help 
in the way of bounties, and to give subsidies in 
certain instances. This isin brief the prac- 
tical effect of the bills. It is Government aid, 
of course. It is protection pure and simple. 
I presume that the bills do not suit everybody. 
There are things about them that do not suit 
me. I would be glad to have the tonnage tax, 
in which men in my district are interested, on 


| small vessels of little value taken off. I hope 
| and expect the Committee of Waysand Means 
| will see that that is done, as I know that they 
i| have a bill prepared to that effect. But because 

of that I do not choose to antagonize this bill, 
.| which has a broader and more national interest, 


besides being of real interest tomy own imme- 
diate constituents. : 
Now, what do gentlemen propose? It is said 


| by some that this bill will not accomplish its 


purpose, and therefore they cannot vote for it. 
Does any gentleman making this objection, with 


the exception of the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts, propose anything in its stead? Have not 
the arguments that have been adduced here and 
that I have so imperfectly stated, showing the 


‘ condition of affairs, settled affirmatively in the 


of Maine. 


‘ to a much lesser extent. 
'; enter into competition with the ship- builders 
‘| of the province of New Brunswick. 


minds of this House that Something should be 


ii done? And may we not trust something to the 


ability and faithfulness of the men upon this 


a committee who report the results of their delib- 
,, erations? Letus make the experiment in some 
i direction. 


But there are not a few gentlemen who go 


further in bolder opposition to this bill and 
: find a remedy in the introduction, by pur- 
chase, of foreign vessels. 


] Open our naviga- 
tion, they say, to the competition of the world 


` in furnishing ships. Let our capital be aggre- 
‘| gated; let it be invested in vessels built abroad 


and brought here. Now, sir, I have something 
to say upon this subject, for I am interested 
in it, as the district: which I have the honor to 
represent is interested init. That district em- 
braces the entire eastern half of the sea-board 
It formerly built sailing vessels of 
every size and model. To-day it builds, but 
We cannot afford to 


It may be said in answer to this that we 


: build mainly for the coastwise trade, which is 
absolutely shut against foreign competition. 


‘can trade?”’ 


But let me ask this question: if you allow our 
citizens to buy foreign-built vessels, excluding 
their use in the coastwise trade, how long will 
it be before those same men, buying vessels 
abroad, will come here and say, ‘‘ We are like 
other citizens of the Republic; we made our 
money legitimately; we have invested it in for- 
eign vessels, keing so permitted by law. These 
vessels are now American vessels, and we ask 
what right or justice is there in excluding 
those vessels from any branch of the Ameri- 
You could not resist their argu- 
ment, and the entire commerce of the country 
would be carried on in bottoms :of foreiga 
make, . i 2 

New Brunswick, where labor is eheap, and 
where lumber and. materials are cheaper. than 
with us, would prosper anew at our expense. 
More than that, capital would. not. aggregate 
itself to advantage to go abroad: - With us, in 
scores of cases every year, véssels are built 
without ready money by men combining their 
capital for the purpose. ` They unite together, 
build vessels, and send them out upon the sea. 
Allow foreign competition, and these men could 
not accumulate money: enough to enable them 
to go abroad and buy vessels. fue 

‘T know a sad instance which occurred in:my 
own distriet. In one of the sea-board towns a 
little. vessel was built and sent out upon-the 
seas, and upon her first voyage she went to the 
bottom with.all on. board, and when the roll 
was made up it was found that of the thirteen 


-mèn on that little vessel seven’ were “owners, 


who-ad.helped to build her aŭd: helped to man 
her, -They built her by their own labor, and she 
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was to make business for them in her voyages. 
Ja it worth the while to kill out an indastry 
thet furnishes instances like that? - 

I know that Great Britain is pointed to as 
an example of the success attendant upon the 
repeal of navigation laws and the admission of 
all vessels under her flag. How is that? What 
is the example alforded by a careful scrutiny 
of the history of Great Britain in regard to 
ship-building and commerce sttendant upon 
it? The argument ia precisely the other way. 
The navigation laws of Great Britain, hike all 
navigation laws, have double heads; they relate 
not only to the nationality of vessels—that is, 
what shall be considered as national vessels, 
with all their privileges—but alsa to commerce 
and the restrictions upon the carrying of pro- 
ducts to or from the ports of the country. 

From the earliest day Great Britain pursued 
the restrictive policy. Her navigation laws 
were early enacted. ‘The first navigation aot, 
the statate of Land 5 Richard I, chapter threa, 


provides that ‘no subject of the king shati ship | 


avy merchandise outward or hameward save 
in ships of the king’s allegiance, on penalty of 
the forfeiture of vessel and cargo.’ Both the 
vessel and the commerce is restricted. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. In what year 
was that statute enacted ? 

Mr. HALE. In the year 1881. This act 
was repealed in the time of Elizabeth; but an 
act was substituted regulating and restricting 
commerce and navigation—an enactment pro- 
viding that exports and imports in foreign bot- 
toms must pay doubla duties: This restrictive 
policy was continued, with occasional modifi- 
cations, until after the great rebellion of 1640. 


When that contest was over Great Britain was | 


in a condition similar to ours at the present 
time. Her commerce was prostrate ; the Dutch 
were securing the aacendoncy upon all the seas 
of the world. There was a clamor for Parlia- 
ment to intensity measures to protect British 
navigation. Then. it was provided, in 1651, 


that * no goods or commodities whatever of 


the growih, production, or manufacture of 


Asia, Atrica, or America, including our own | 
plantations, shall be imported either into Eng- 


land or Ireland or any of the plantations, 
except’’—what? Except in English-built ships 
owned by English subjects, navigated by Eng- 
lish commanders, and with three fourths of the 
sailors Englishmen. 

There is the example of England when she 
was in a condition more nearly analogous to 
our own situation to day than any other that I 
can find. She went on in that policy until after 
our war of the Revolution and the emerging of 
the American Republic into a nationality and a 
commercial Power. A new element of com- 
petition was then ‘arrayed against Great Brit- 
ain; and it was found that one branch of the 
navigation laws caused trouble—the law in 


relation to the carrying of products. England . 


had a law which provided that no produce or 
manufacture of America should be carried to 
England in any other than English ships. We 
retaliated, and provided by law that no ro 
duce or manufacture of Wngiand should be 
brought to America in any other than Amer- 
ican ships. 
ships went across the Atlantic to Liverpool in 
ballast, followed by English ships carrying 
cotton and tobacco; and on the other hand, 


English ships crossed the Atlantic to the Uni- | 


ted States in ballast followed by American 
ships laden with calicoes, cutlery, hardware, 
earthenware, and iron. 

What did Great Britain then do? In 1815. 
under the ministry of Mr. Huskieson, it was 
found that she was in such a condition with 
reference to this carrying trade that she had 
as much to gain asshe had to lose by reciprocity. 
In other words, she could get us many freignts 
as she could give. Hence, England entered 
into a compact with the United States providing 
that our vessels might import goods into her 
ports, and that in return British goods might be 
imported into this country in British bottoms. 


: other branch of the subject. 


‘ captured by or sold to foreigners shall not receive 
' anew register, but shall be foreign vessels. The 


! and zealously guards the privilege of American- | 


_ made with other Powers. 


‘flag by any general law; they have always 
: been excluded. 


' wrecked in our waters, purchased as wrecks, 
‘and repaired to such an extent thatit 


' ghe continued her policy of restriction unti 
i she had changed the conditions and was in 


of 1815, to which I have before referred, that 
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Thus thare was reciprocity so 


concerned; and hence she could 


fford, ao far 


' ag the carrying commerce was concerned, to 
' open this trade and compote for it with our 
: vessels. 


To that extent 
were. repone 

But this action cannot be quoted upon the 
She did nothing | 
to open to her ship-owners markets of the world 


er navigation laws 


for the purchase of vessels. Why? She had ' 


been for yea straggling on with other nations 
who could build vessels more cheaply than she 
could. She needed to stimulate and protect 


and agitation in 1848—49 ; and then for the first | 
time the navigation acts of Great Britain were | 
repealed, and her subjects were allowed to pur- | 
chase vessels elsewhere. But why was this? 
Because she had protected and stimulated her 
ship- building industry to such a paint that she 
could gain more by selling than by continuing 
her restriction. But did she do this, as we are 
asked to do it, in the day of prostration, with 
ship-yards deserted and commerce dying? No; 


position to outbuild the world in cheapness. 


Our course has been the same in America. |: 


I cannot go over this except briefly. From the 


beginning we began to protect ; we disorimin- i 


ated on different acts. 

By the act of Congress of July 20, 1790, we 
discriminated on a tonnage tax to the extent | 
of putting upon vessels built here after July, | 
1790, andin part or wholly owned by foreigners, | 
a tax of twenty cents a ton, upon other vessels 
fifty cents a ton, while upon American vessels | 
the tax was but six cents per ton, By the act 
of June 27, 1797, it is provided that vessels 


act of May 8, 1792, perfects our registry laws, 


built vessels. It was not until after the treaty 
Congress removed discriminating duties from 
certain British vessels for the reasons | have 
given as applying to Great Britain. We recog- 
nize the same principle afterward in treaties 
But we have never | 
allowed a foreign-built ship to come under our 


Theact of February 10, 1865, 
forbids the registration of American vessels put 
under foreign flags by the owners. The only 
general exception is in case of forcign vessels | 


beeomes 


virtaally rebuilding. 


Mr. Speaker, I have promised to give the 


: last-half of my hour to the gentleman from 


Iowa, [Mr, ALLIson.] I see that my time is © 


neatly run out. I have only had opportunity 


‘to dwell upon one phasé of the opposition’ to | 


this bill. The propositions that I bave here | 
combated, if adopted, will, I believe, cause the | 
entire destruction of American ship-buildtng. | 


J do not deny the proper force of the argument, | 
' go often heard of late, that iron vessels are sup | 


The result was that American © 
' considerable degree; but the day has not yet 


' from the seas; Commerce is to extend and 
. There will be work for sail and steam. 


: should build both. 
: hand. 


i 


| of our capitalists and mechanics. 


| 
| 


i 


i 


‘speculating on their entite supremacy upon the 


: speculations be realized? 


planting wooden ones. This must be 30 to & | 


come when the white sail is to be banished 


augment wonderfully in the next thirty Mat 

€ 
We have the materials at 
No ingenuity is more cunning than 
ours, no eriterprise more audacious than that 
There is no 
direction in which Government can so fittingly 
stimulate as in this. We have waited almost 
too long already. Our foreign rivals are now 


| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
i 


seas. Will the American Congress let these | 


1 will now yield the remaining portion of my 
time to the gentleman from Iowa, {Mr. ALEI- 
‘gon, ] according to agreement. 


-as that was 


|| Mr. WASHBURN, 


Mr. ALLISON. Mr. Speaker, in the brief 
time allotted to this discussion I do not expect 
to do more than call attention to some of the 
features of the pending bill, which by the 
technical motion of the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. Lyxou] is not now open to amendment, 
he having entered a motion to recommit to the 
committee. That motion he will, of course, 
withdraw when he brings the House to a vote 
on the bill, allowing only just such amend- 


| ments as he may choose to have made, and none 
© others. He tells us, I know, that he will allow 
‘| any amendment to be made that is not made 
and hem round her own manufacturing indus- ‘| 
try. She continued to do so till the discussion | 


in a factious spirit, aad not made for the pur- 
pose of killing the bill, still leaving the whole 
matter within his discretion. If the previous 
question be not seconded, and I hope it will 
not be, then full opportunity will be afforded for 


| amendment. Ifit be seconded, then, of course, 


all amendments we may desire to offer will be 
cut off. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will not stop here to 
discuss the question of the decline of our 
foreign commerce, for that has been fully dis- 
cussed by other gentlemen in this debate. The 
cause of its decline has been ably stated by 
other gentlemen, and especially by the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Woop.}] We all 
agree, so far as our foreign commerce is con- 
| cerned, there is a necessity for something to 
be done if we would have the carrying trade, 
‘ or a large portion of it, in American bottoms. 


i| In addition to the causes:stated by other gen- 
i! tlemen of the decline of American tonnage, 


| I call attention to one other, which has not 


| yet been mentioned ; that is, when our war of 


: the rebellion begun, in 1861, the Government 
of the United States impressed into its service 
all available vessels; thus withdrawing them 
from the uses of our commerce, and allowin 
Great Britain and other nations to step in be 
secure the carrying trade given up by the vessels 
taken by the Government for war purposes. 
I object to this bill, Mr. Speaker, because it 
does not in-my judgment propose to revive our 
foreign commerce, at least it will not have the 
effect to revive our foreign. commerce, while it 
does a great many things which in my judg- 
ment it ought not to do. The first section of 
the bill applies not. only to our foreign com- 
merce but to our domestic commerce as well. 
Under: our navigation laws American ship- 
owners and navigators have the exclasive 
control of the coasting trade from Maine to 
Alaska, which includes: our trade along the 
whole Atlantic coast and up the Pacific coast 
| to Alaska, under the construction which has 
| been given to our laws. They have, therefore, 
` an uncontroltable power over this commerce. 


No ship can engage in this commerce that is 


not built out of American material and by 
| American ship-builders, and no vessel can 
earry a pound of product’of any kind unless 


‘| such vegsel is absolutely owned and controlled 


i by American citizens. Now, will any gentle- 
‘man on this floor, will the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Lync#} who has’ charge of this 
| bill claim that any bounty or atiy subsidy is re- 
| quired for the purposé of protecting the coast- 
‘ing trade of the United States when no foreign- 
built vessels can engage in it, and when no 
foreign material of any kind cau be used far 
the purpose of building: these vessels unless, 
| of course, such material pays the import duty? 
| Tt seems to me, therefore, perfectly clear that 
lto vote a subsidy to these’ ship: builders and to 


“the ship-owners engaged in our coasting-trade 


' is to allow them to put their hands, to the ex- 
tent of the subsidy and boanty allowed by this 
bill, into the pockets of the people of the 


|! United States without giving them any resulting 


| benefit whatever. rs 
of Wiseansin. E wish 
to inquire of my friend from lowa whether. if 
| the bill were relieved of the objection he makes 
| with reference to the coasting trade, and if the 

‘subsidy were inade ‘to apply. only to vessels 
engaged in the foreign trade, he would in that 
| ease support it? 


‘Mr. ALLISON. Tum now discussing this 
pill; and the gentleman in charge of it has 
stated that he would not allow amendments to 
be offered to it, except those which he chose 
to admit. ` fend TIF 

I say, then, that to take money out of the 
pockets of the people of the United States for 
the purpose of handing it over to those who 
now have the uncontrolled monopaly of this 
coasting trade, is something which, whatever 
others may do I shall never consent to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Will the 
gentleman allow me to ask him another quës- 


tion? 
Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. ` 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. If I were 
to offer an amendment to accomplish what 


I have indicated, would the gentleman sup- 


port it? . 

Mr. ALLISON. TI would, of course, vote 
with the gentleman to strike out what applies 
to the coasting trade. ` oe 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 


Mr. ALLISON. I shall vote for the amend- 
ment which the gentleman says he will pro- 


ose, ER 
? Mr. WASHBURN, of. Wiscònsin. I haye 
not said that J will propose any amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. 


question. This bill makes the proposed aid 
apply to all the vessels that may Be built in the 

ttited States. It provides that there shall be 
allowed apon ‘‘all imported lumber, timber, 
hemp, Manila, and composition metal, ang for 


iron and stéël not advanced beyond rod bars | thirty-five per c nte, and thirty 


and bolts, plates, beams, and forgings’? used in 
the construction of veésels built in the United 


States, a drawbaek equal to the duties which | 


may have been, paid on such material. This, 


And to | 
make the bounty apply to the foreign trade? - 


shall go on to explain |: kr ar ma l 
farther what is my poòition K regard to this |! so as to leave a veřy wide margini for fraud. | 
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saile, and everything of that natarg ; they would || valorem upon its foreign valuation. Suppose 


all come in free of duty. Then it seems to 
have become necessary, in order to conbiliate 


that sheathing copper is used in the construc- 
tion of composite vessels; because I presume, 


somebody or some section, to provide that in || although I ath not quite enough familiar with 
case vessels are built of iron there shall bea | the subject to be able to say, that sheathing 


bounty given to the maker of that iron or to | 
the builders of those vessels. Now, I submit | 


that that proposition is not a:fhir one to the 
builders of wooden vessels, and our lake and | 
river navigation derives no benefit. i 
. Now, I eal the. attention of the gentleman ` 
from Maing [ Mr. Lenca] to another provision 


to tell me how it-eah be’ executed. Hi is well 
known to us all that this system of drawbacks, ` 
in order that: frauds may bë- prevented; must 
be cared for very carefully in any law that may 
be passed. The gentleman from Maine pro: 
oses that ‘!whete American material is used , 


| in the constructiaa of iron, steel, or composite `. 
| vessels or steamers, there shall be allowed and _ 
i; paid, ds: aforesaid, an amount equivalent to 

, the duties imposed on: bimilar articles of for- : 


eigh manufactura when imported.” I want 
him to tell me, when he comes to close the - 


| debate, how we ara to ascertain the amount ° 


of bounty that is to be given to the ship- | 


| builder who builds an iron ship from Amer- 
i ican matetial under this. law. 


The bill in 
this respect is either crudely drawn, or drawn 


I allude now to the proviso to the first section. ` 
What are the articles to‘which it relates? It. 


| includes, in the first place, a large amount of 
iron and steel, on which there -is no specific 
' rate of duty under the tariff law, but which 
: bears duties at the rate of forty-five per cent., 
r-eent. ad ` 
what revenue officer or | 


valorem. Now, Ias : 
Secretary of the Teeny can po into @ ship- 
yard where iron and steel have’ 


‘come in now at an ad valorem duty. 


eén ysed that | 
_do not pay a specific duty and aay what the | 


copper is used in composite vessels. 
Mr. LYNCH. Copper is out of the bill 


© entirely. 


y 
Mr. ALLISON. Well, yellow metal, then. 
„Mr. LYNOH. That is not in the present 


bill. 
' Mr. ALLISON. I have the bill here, and I 
of the first section of his bill, and I want him . find 


nä. 
. Mr. LYNCH. The bill is amended from 
what was reported. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well; then I will not 
refer further to tliat. I will refer to other arti- 
cles. The gentleman says I should know about 
these things, and I have here a memorandum— 
I will refer to cordage and other articles. 
Take, if you please, the article of sails. EA 

ow. 
how are you tó determine the amount that is 
to be allowed to the builders of vessels upon 
American sails that are used by them in con- 
struction when the tariff upon foreign sails is 
80 per cent. ad valorem? Now, to impose 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury or upon any 
other Government officer the duty of under- 


. takingto determine what amount shall be taken 


out of the Treasury to be given to the ship- 
builder in this country for the articles he may 
use upon which an æd valorem duty is imposed 


_is, in my opinion, to open wide the door for 


fraud. 

I wish to call the attention of the House to 
another provision in thia bill. I especially call 
the attention of my friend from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
WASHBURN] to this point: when the tariff bill 
was under consideration he inquired of me 
with a great deal of earnestness whether or not 
I believed that the amount of duty upon any 


atticle was added to the cost of that article for 


of course, allows a drawback a all these | 
use iñ the United States. He asked me if I 


se, allows a drawback : | foreign ad talorem valuation was on thé -spe- | 
vessels if foreign material ig used, And then | cine grticlés that have entered into the build 
wack de Tg proy:508 tached to, that section .. ing of a ship? It ig an Ghsoluté impossibility. ` pretended to say that the amount of the duty 
oben 3E mae ae eae eta i! 1t igh be nome £ doit wiete sapiate `: Was Aone to e oro m ae in this 
A i y LF -| duty was imposed. ut we. have a large ;: country. paid in reply to him, if I now re- 
arate eT ben tent me $8 T ta ancl of ad valorem duties ön thdse very © canines cortectly, that I did not believe that 
amount è AA the ¢ Taies lipia a Sia articles, as the gentlenian from Maine vëty.. a whole amount of ae duty was added to 
0108 oF foreign magglanlare when imported. well knows. : .  * the eost in all cases; that in many cases an 
Now I desire some member of the commit- Mr, LYNCH, „Does the gentlemen wish ati article- tight be manufactured here cheaper 
tee to inform me why it-is that in-this proviso | answer.now? ~ 7 She . , than the duty on a foreign article of the same 
© kind; that in other cases the amount of duty 
might be divided between the consumer and 
thé manufacturer or the impdrter ; while in 
still other cases the whole amount of the duty 
was added td the cost of the article in this 
country, pi 
-But the Committée on the Catiges of the 
Reduction of Americay Tonnage, of which the 
ntleman from Wisconsin [Mr. WASHBURN] 
is & member, seems to haye concluded that so 


ilar |: 


they have confined the hornty to ‘‘iran, steel, yó no objegtion, 
or composite.’ eaves? Why is it that these |. 
three elaases of vessels are alone to receive |; 
the protection and benalit of this bill, when it 
is well known that a vast amount of our coast- 
ing trade and inland navigation ig carried on 
and will necessarily be carried on by wooden ||; 
vessels? As.I understand the bill, there is: 
no bounty allowed except upon iron, stéel, or 
composite vessels. I can only, Mr. Speaker, 


Mr, ALLISON. - 10 « “43 
Mr. LYNOH. This bill provides that the’ 
drawback shall be paid under reghlations to be | 
made by the Segretary of the Tréasury. Naw, 
does the gentleman pretend to say that thie | 
Secretary of the Treasury cannot ascertain the | 
amouat that has been paid because it hasbeen - 
an ad valorem daty, when he can require.’ 
vouchers of the exaet amount. paps on that 

| specific iron that has gone into the vessel? 


account for this from the fact that wooden ves- 
sels are built on the coast of New England— 


I dislike to usé that expression, “New Eng- | 


land,” and will say, upon onr ‘Atlantic coast, 
if you please; that these wooden vessels are 
sheathed with copper or yetlow metal furnished 


by the peon represon by my friend: from 
r 


ichigan, LAIR, ] and that it is incon- 
venient for those kenn men who build wooden 
vessels to pty to the ¢opper-owners and cop- 
persmiths of Michigan this bounty. Tess Be 
pose, therefore, that for all wooden vessels an 
all material which enters into the construction 
of wooden vessels they shall have an absolute 
drawback, and that there shall not be paid to 
the copper interest a bounty corresponding to 
that whichis paid to the iron-masters of Penn- 
sylvania for the 
ships. Now, I say this ought to be universal. 


If there is a bounty to be pan it ought to be | 


paid, it seems to me, on other classes of vès- 
sels as well as these iron vessels. 

The sailing vessels and other wooden vessels 
that are built would have, of course, under 
this bill, a drawback upon all the imported 
material used in their construction, including 
the yellow metal for sheathing, the rigging and 


and 
! the higher valuation. 


| thing is left open to the discretion and. jade: . 


e material which goes into iron - 


Mr. ALLISON. Iintesd to say that there ` 
| ig not a Secretary of the doranna or a revenue | 
all be the ad ` 


officer living that can say what s 
valorem duty upon the American cordage or- 


| the American sails or the American iron or _ 
steel that are put into ships, because we can- 


not tell what similar articlés-would cost át a 


| foreign port. . A ship-builder may say, for iù- . 
stance, that the sails would cost in a foreign 

port a dollar a yard. if you please, when in | 
|! point of fact they might not cost th 


yard; and yet, he would get the bounty upon 
I point out this defect - 
for the purpose of showing that this whole 


ment of the men who may happen to build 


these vessels. I. say it is opening a door for ; 
i fraud, which, in my judgment, na prudent, 
- Government would ever open. 
r. LYNCH. - Iam very much surprised | 
; that a gentleman occupying a position on the , 
l! Committee of Ways and Means, and who can | 
look as wise as he ean, cannot undérstand a | r 
: -- iu enters into the construction of ships. 
Here is the.’ 
article ef sheathing copper, copper that is in | 
sheets, which pays a duty of 45 per cent: ad | 


proposition of that kind. ` 
Mr. ALLISON. Very. weil. 


y cents a.l! large 
` a Ship. 


far ás the article of iron is concerned the whole 
amount of the duty is added to the cost of the 
articlé wheh used in this country. They provide 
hete~and I call the attention of gentlemen 
to that fact—that when American iron or steel 
is used iti building a ship in this country the 
ship-bnilder is to be allowed the full amount 
of the duty as a bounty upon that material. 
And so it is in regard to other materials. 
For instance, take cordage, which enters 
largely ito the construction and fitting out of 
The duty on cordage is three and one 
half cents per pound. Now, the hemp men, 
of Kentueky and Missonri, and the manufac- 
turers of cordage in this country, claim that 
they čan manufacture cordage in this country 
very nearly ag step as it can be done in any 
foteign country. Yet if an American ship- 
builder buys and uses American cordage he is 
to be allowed totake out of the Treasury of the 
United States an amount equal to three and 
one half cents for every pound of that cordage. 
Take also the article of plate iron, winch 
is 
claimed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. KELLEY] and by other gentlemen on this 
floor that iron can be manufactured in this 
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countey very nearly as cheaply as it ean he 


made abroad. Yetan amount equal to one 
and one half cents per pound, which is the 
existing rate of duty upon the article of plate | 
iron, is at once to be paid to the ship-builder |; 
who uses American iron. Now, you must admit į 
one thing or the other, that all the consumers 
of iron in the United States pay one and one 
half cents per pound additional because of the 
duty imposed upon the foreign article, or else 
that you place your hand in the Treasury of 
the United States and extract therefrom, for 
the parpo of paying as a bounty to the ship- i 
builder or the irou-maker, the sum of one and 
one half cents per pound over aad aboye its 

resent cost. would like to hear. any satis- 
‘actory answer to this proposition. This money 
either goes into the hands of the iron-master 
or into the hands of the ship-builder, and is 
taken out of the Treasury without any equiv- 
alent. Lot 

The second section of the bill provides that 
all ship stores taken on board vessels bound 
upon forei n voyaga shall 
duty and internal tax. It may be a small | 


objection, but still I must call attention to the | 


fact that under this provision whisky or dis- 
tilled spirits may be exported without limita-., 
tion or restriction. .Of course this will be done 
under the pretext that they are intended for. 
use on shipboard ; but of the quantity not used . 
oa shipboard how much will get back to the 
United States? If this second section is to be 
retained it ought to be amended go as to pre-. 
vent this unlimited exportation of spirits, at 
least while we require on spirits exported the 
payment of internal tax. This, I presume, the , 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Lxnca],.would 
regard as a factions amendment. : 
have read with great care the remarks of 
the gentleman with reference to the first section - 
of the bill; and I understand from those remarks 
that within five years there will be taken out. 
of the Treasury of the United States for the » 
purpose contemplated by this section $20,000,- 


000. The gentleman presents a table showing | 


that in five years, at the rateof so many tonsa 


year, the bounty would amount to $20,000,000, - 


Ofcourse hedeductsa certain amount for money 
which, although paid into the Treasury, would . 
come out again ig the form of drawback.. But . 
his speech, I regret to say, contains po state- 
ment showing how much money will be taken 
out of the Treasury of the United States under. 
the first section of the bill for the benefit of our - 
coasting trade. The tonnage of our vessels now-, 
engaged in the coasting trade alone amounts, , 


I believe, in round numbers, to two million five ,. 
hundred thousand tons. . It may be the object — 


of the gentleman who bas charge of this bill to, 
transfer our coasting trade from wooden vessels | 
to iron vessels, and to make the Government | 
pay the expense of this transfer.. I do not know 
whether such is his object; but if it is it will, . 
of course, be effectually carried out in this bill. . 
But I regret that no gentleman who advocates :: 
the bill has told us how much money will be 
taken out of the Treasury for the benefit of this. į 
coasting trade alone. If it takes $20,000,000 | 
alone for the foreign trade, it certainly will take 
as much, if not more, in five years for the 
coasting trade, because our coasting trade, 
estimated by the number of tons, is much 
greater than our foreign tonnage. Hence, I 
think it fairto presume that whenever we enact : 
the first section of this bill we adopt a provision | 
which will take out of the Treasury of the Uni- . 
ted States at least $20,000,000. It. may not 
amount to that much this year or next year, 
but that will be the aggregate in five years. 
Now, for one I.am not prepared to take 
$20,000,000 oat of the Treasury for this pur- 
pose; for I know that if such a sum be taken 
it must be put in again, and it must come © 
finally from the pockets of the people of the | 
country. ; . : 
There is another objection to this bill. It | 
establishes what, in my judgment, is a wrong | 
principle in our legislation. We have hereto- 


be free from import. . 


' moved to reconsider. 


fore adopted provisions similar to those sug- 
ted by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
Mr. Burisr, } that products py see in Amer- 
ican bottoms shall have. the benefit of such 
importation to the extent of ten or twenty per 
cent. over and above foreign vessels in the way 
of diseriminating or differential duties. 


But the third and fourth sections of the bill |; 


seem to me objectionable because their effect 
will be, not to revive the commerce which ought 
to be revived, but to give additional bounties 


to our coast-wise trade ; for the trade with the ' 


North American pronari with Mexico, and 
with the islands of the Caribbean sea is prac- 
tically, though not technically, coastwise trade. 


, The gentleman from Maine has told us in his |! 
. speech that the tonnage duty levied under the | 
fourth section will compensate for the amount |, 


of bounty to. be paid under the- first section. 
But how is-this tonnage duty to be levied? 


` A ship of three thousand tons coming into the 


port of New York, say seven times year, will 
pay a tonnage duty of $14,000annually. Now, 
18 any gentleman on this floor insane enough 
to suppose that under our existing treaty stip- 
ulations any foreign country, if vessels of her 
citizens are rep hry to pay a tonnage duty at 
the rate of $14,000 per annum on a vessel of 


three thousand tons, will not retaliate by ìm- | 


posing a corresponding duty on American ves- 
sela? And who pays this day finally? It is 
paid eventually by the men who transport 
products, by the farmers of Iowa and Illinois, 


No. 2045) amending the internal revenuo laws, fifty 
copies of which shall be for the use of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. LAFLIN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

TRADE FACILITIES. 


Mr. SARGENT, by unammous consent, iu- 


‘ troduced a bill (H. R. No. 2057) to facilitate 


the transmission of Asiatic, Australian, and 
European merchandise into and across the 
territory of the United States of America, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and 


| second time, referred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
REMOVAL OF CASES FROM STATE COURTS. 
Mr. WOODWARD, by unanimous consent, 

introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2058) amendatory 

of the several acta for removal of certain causes 
from State courts; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 

Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
GOVERNMENT LANDS IN SAN FRANCISCO. 
Mr. AXTELL, by unanimous consent, intro- 

duced a bill (H. R. No. 2059) to relinquish the 

interest of the United States in certain lands 


|! in the city of San Francisco; which was read ` 


a first and second time, and referred to the 


' Committee on Military Affairs. 


and other grain-producing States who transport ` 


to foreign countries their surplus products. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

REDUCTION OF DUTIRS ON IMPORTS. 

Mr. KELSEY. I move to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of going into the Committee 
of the 
consular and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I rise toa privileged 
question. I move to reconsider the vote by 


_which Honse bill No. 2053, concerning duties 
on imports, was referred yesterday to the Com- ` 
: mittee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. RANDALL. _ For what purpose? 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I make the motion 
to reconsider for the purpose of taking a vote 
on the bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. Let us hear what it is. 


The bill was read. It provides that from 


and after the 30th of August, 1870, a reduction 
of twenty per cent. shall be made on all daties 
on imports prescribed by existing laws. 


‘Mr. RANDALL. Ifthe gentleman desires. 


to make a speech I will not object. 

“Mr. KELSEY. Does this take preeedence 

of ny motion to go into Committee of the 
ole? i 

The SPEAKER. Tt does not. , 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I understand, under 
the rales, the motion to reconsider is a priv- 
ile question. . 

e 


rivileged motion. ° 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. ‘Does the motion 
to suspend the rules require a two-thirds vote? 


_ The SPEAKER. It requires only a major- | 


ity vote. ; 

Mr. RANDALL. I move that the motion. 
© tò recongider be laid on the table. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot enter- 


tain that motion, not having received the mo- 


tion to reconsider. — > 


to reconsider for action hereafter. — 
, INTERNAL REVENUE. | 


Mr. FINKELNBURG. ` I enterthe motion’ 


Me. LAFLIN, from the Committee on Print- 


ing, reported the following resolution ; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: -` 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
House two thousand extra copies of the bili (H. R. 


+ 


. TEXAS JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 


Mr. CLARK, of Texas, by unanimous con-. 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2060) to. 


i reorganize the judicial districts of the State 


of Texas; which was read.a first and second » 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- , 


i; ciary, and ordered to be printed. 
hole on the state of the Union on the | 


MANUFACTURES. ` 

Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania, by unani- ` 
mous consent, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, submitted a report in response to” 
certain petitions praying for examination of 


i erroneous statements made in the annual re-' 


port of the Special Commissioner of the Treas- 
ury Department; which was laid-on'the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 2.0 0. u 
On-motion of Mr. CLEVELAND,-the opin: 
ion of the minority was also. received, ‘laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. ©. — : 
. MESSAGE FROM THE-SENATR. ` 
` A message was received from the Senate, by' 


! Mr. GorHAM, its Secretary, notifying the House’ 


thatthat body had passed ajJointresolution (S. R. ’ 


i: No. 198) authorizing. the Secretary of War to! 


' place at the disposal of the commiissioners of 


PEAKER. The gentleman from New `: er’ and h 
York moved. to suspend the rules to go into | have taken from the peskar a table, afd have. 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union before the gentleman from Missouri | 
He moves to suspend |: 
the rule by which the motion to reconsider is | 
‘made a í 


quarantine, or other proper authorities of the’ 


| State of New York, the steamer Illinois for’ 


quarantine purposes, with the request that it be 

concurred in. ` we ek 
ss ST'RAMSHIP ILLINOIS! ° 0O 0 
Mr. POTTER. I ask unanimogs consent to, 


put.on its immediate passage, a Senate joint. 
resolution, which I am sure will not. take u 

any time. . A word of explanation will RS 
the House that this resolution should pass.. En 
1866, thig House, at the request of Governor. 
Fenton, then Governor of New York, .put at. 


the service of the quarantine commissioners 


| 


| 
l 


an old steamship belonging tothe United States, 


! named the Illinois. It has been used up to the 
' present time as a receiving vessel for patents 


coming from abroad afflicted with the.cholera. | 
This hulk must now be repaired, or ib must. 
sink. The Government refuse to repair her. 
because she is wholly unseaworthy. . The quar- 
antine commissioners refuse to repair her 


|| because she is not the property of the State of 


New York. To meet the difficulty, therefore, 
the Secretary of War recommends that shé be 
given to the State of New York, and the Senate 
have provided for her transfer by this resolution, 


j which, in view of the importance of early 
re 


airs to this vessel, I trust may pass at once. 
“here was no objection ; and the joint res. 


i 


1870. 


olution (S. R. No. 198) authorizing. the. Sec- 
retary of War to place at the disposal of the 
commissioners of quarantine, or other proper 
authorities of the State of New York, the 
steamer Illinois for quarantine purposes, was 
taken from the Speaker's table, and read a first 
and second time, 

The question was on ordering the joint reso- 
lution to be read a third time. 

The joint resolution was read. It authorizes | 


the Secretary of War, in his discretion, to place | 


gratuitously for an indefinite period at the dis- | 


posal of the commissioners of quarantine, or || 


other proper authorities of the State of New 
York, to be used for quarantine purposes, the 
steamer Illinois, which said steamer was turned | 
over to the quarantine commissioners under 
the authority of a joint resolution of March 21, 
1866, and which has ever since been in their 
possession. - 

_ The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading ; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. POTTER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
leid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

DOCUMENTS IN INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. REEVES. I ask unanimous consent to 
introduce the following resolution for consid- 
eration at the present time; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed toreport to this House, without unnecessary 


delay, the titles, number, and condition of such vol- |; 


umes of publie documents as may have accumulated | 
in his Department, or within his control, accompany- 
ing such report with any suggestions as to the dis- 
posal or distribution of said documents which he may 
see fit to make. ‘ 


This is the same resolution I introduced 
some days ago, and which: was then objected 
to by my colleague, [Mr. Frrnriss.]: That gen- 
tleman was under a misapprehension as to ita 
import, and has withdrawn his objection. 

r. COBB, of Wisconsin. I-object ; and I 
call for the regular order of business. 
LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. SARGENT obtained leave of absence 
for the remainder of the week. 

Mr. SHELDON, of New York, obtained 
leave of absence for one week. 

Mr. JUDD obtained leave of absence till 
Monday next. f 

Mr. STILES obtained leave of absence till 
Monday next. 

Mr. GIBSON obtained leave of absence for- 
this day. 

Mr. BUCK obtained leave of absence from 
May 19 till June 5. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. McCARTHY, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to withdraw from the files of 
the House the papers of George W. Samson, 
claiming a pension for services of his father 
in the revolutionary war, filed in the Thirty- 
Seventh Congress. 

REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

On motion of Mr. COBURN, by unanimous 
consent, the bill (H. R. No. 2024) for the 
relief from disabilities of certain persons who 
have been engaged in rebellion, and which 
was referred to the Committee on Reconstruc- 
tion, was ordered to be printed. 

MARY A. COOLIDGE. 

On motion of Mr. WASHBURN, of Massa- 
chusetts, by unanimous consent, the bill {S. 
No. 846) for the relief of Mary A. Coolidge was 
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 


HENRY NEWELL. 

On motion of Mr. WASHBURN, of Massa- 
chusetts, by unanimous consent, the biil (S. 
No. 828) for the relief of Henry. Newell was 
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taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 
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GLOBE. 


` UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION SOCIETY. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a memorial of the Citizens’ 
Association of New York, praying Congress to 

ass an act to incorporate the International 
Bociety of the United States for the Promotion 
‘and Protection of Immigration; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 


, ordered to be printed. i 
| ATLANTIC, ETC., WATER COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER also, b 7 unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Gov- 
_ernor of the State of Iowa, transmitting to the 


State of Iowa, in relation to water communi- 
cation between theAtlantic and Pacific; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 
NAVAL OFFICERS, ETC. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in rela- 
tion to the number of officers now on theactive 
list of the Navy, the number of vessels of 
each grade now in the Navy, the whole num- 
ber of non-commissioned officers and seamen 
now in the naval-service, é&c.; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed.. , 


CHILDREN OF JOHN CHILTON. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the accounts for 
the relief of the children and heirs-at-law of 
John Chilton, deceased ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed.. 


. RECONSIDERATION.” - 


Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vari- 
ous votes by which bills were referred or 
recommitted to-day; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. — 
` The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG, That, of course, 
did not include my motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. It did not. The gentle- 
man’s motion to reconsider has been entered, 
and he is at liberty to call it up at any time 
when a question of superior privilege does not 


prevent. eee : a 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. | Thenif the motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union shall not prevail, I should be 
entitled to the floor on my motion? 

'The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot imagine 
any question of higher privilege that would 
supervene; but he reserves the right to rule in 
favor of one if it shall arise. 

CLOSE OF DEBATE. 


Mr. KELSEY. I now insist on my motion 
to close debate on thé consular and diplomatic 
bill in one hour. mere é 

The motion was agreed to. - l ; 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILI. 

Mr. KELSEY. I now insist on my motion 
that. the rules be suspended and the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, = = sti 


before the committee appröpriates $933,047 
forthe consular and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the next fiscal year. Last 
year the amountappropriated for these purposes 
| was $1,110,734. The appropriations for the 


House a memorial of the Legislature of the || 


next fiscal year, as contained in this bill, are 
less than for the current year $177,697. The 
Committee on Appropriations has very care- 
fully examined the estimates submitted by the 
Secretary for this branch of the public service, 
and reduced them to the actual requirements 
of law, wherever the law has fixed the amount 
to be appropriated; and where the appropri- 
ations are left to the discretion of the Congress 
making them the Committee on Appropria- 
tions recommend the lowest sum that is believed 
| to be necessary to insure an efficient perform- 
ance of the duties connected with the consular 
i and diplomatic service. 

The salaries of our foreign ministers are ap- 
propriated for the same as last year, except 
i| that the appropriation for Paraguay is omitted. 
Paraguay is omitted because there is no Govern- 
ment there that we can recognize, nor is it be- 
lieved that there are inhabitants enough in that 
country to form and maintain a Government. 
It is believed that the whole population does 
not exceed one hundred and fifty thousand, of 
whom only about ten thousand are adult males. 
It seems an absurdity to keep a minister resi- 
dent accredited to a country having so few in- 
habitants, and that, in reality, has no regular 
government. Paraguay has never had a repub- 
ican Government. It has been a personal Gov- 
ernment—all its powers concentrated in the 
hands of a dictator—with no code of written 
law, nor anything resembling a code of laws, 
and no judiciary. In fact the will of the dic- 
tator has been the only law in that wretched 
country since it has had nominally an inde- 
pendent existence. The death of Lopez, the 
late dictator, leaves the country without a Gov- 
ernment, and without the power to create one, 
unless the Government of Brazil and her allies 
shall give their consent and aid in the work of 
creating a newone. Brazil and her allies some 
time ago announced that they would require 
from Paraguay indemnity for the expenses of 
the war that has lately terminated. Paraguay 
can pay nothing, and the only indemnity the 
allies can obtain is to keep Paraguay, now that 
they have conquered it. This they will un- 
doubtedly do. 'There is, therefore, no probable 
contingency, and hardly a possible one, in 
which it will be desirable to send a minister 
| to that country. ; $ 

The Committee of Appropriations bas fol- 
lowed the precedent of last year by providing 
that our minister resident at the Argentine 
Republic may also be accredited to Uruguay. 
It.seems that the Administration deem it ne- 
cessary to send a minister to Uruguay, instead 
of allowing our minister at the Argentine 
|| Republic to represent us at both Governments, 
as a minister to Uruguay has been nominated 
j to the Senate and perhaps confirmed. This 
| May render an amendment to the bill: neces- 

sary. E 

In making up the bill the committee have 
omitted the appropriation for consulsat Odessa, 
Revel, and Moscow, because these offices have 
become useless, or nearly so. The salary of 
each consul is $2,000 a year, and the expenses 
of the three consulates were last-year $2,179 18 
more, making an aggregate of $8,179 18, while 
the fees collected were as follows: at Moscow, 
twenty dollars; at-Odessa, $91 21; at Revel, 
nothing. ; 
` There are doubtless other consulates that 
could very well be dispensed with, and doubt- 
less will be dropped when: our consular service 
is reorganized ; and among them is the con- 
sulate at Lahiana, on the island of Mani, one 
| of the Sandwich Islands,:where the consul 
| receives a salary of $3,000 ‘and has the aid of 
a vice consul. to collect fees, amounting to 
$233 76 last year. A letter from a gentleman 
who lately visited Lahaina, and remained on 
the island some ten ‘days, states that while 
l; there he was informed that no vessel bearing 
the American flag had anchored at that port 
| for upwards of a year, and that the United 
! States. consul stationed there had absolutely 
li nothing to do; and further, that the coilector 


one 


of the port had received but fifteen dollars for 
duties fer the past twelve months, and that the 
town lots were gradually being apprepriated to 
the cultivation of sugar-cane, aina is noth- 
ing but a safe roadstead. Formerly, when the 
pilotage, harbor dues, to., at Honolulu were 


very high, nearly all out whale ships, to save | 


expense, anchored at and obtained their sup- 
plies there. 
charges at Honolulu, they prefer that secure 
harbor, and Lahaina is rapidly going to decay. 
In my judgment the appropriation for the con 
sul at that place ought to be struek out of the 
bill; and I intend to make that motion at the 
proper time. 

There are many consulates that ought to be 
continued, although the fees colle pay but 
a small part of the expense of maintaining 
them, because they are situated in remote parts 
of the world where it ia necessary to hava some 
kind of a representative of our Governman 
to protect the righta of our citizens. ee 

k the end of the forty-fourth line I shall; 
at the proper time, offer as an amendment the 
following proviso : 

Provided, That proper vouchers shall hereafter 
in all cases be presente! to the proper accounting 
officer of the Treasury for any and all expenditures 
of money hereby appropriated: and the certificate 
of tho President shall not ia any cave bo deomed a 
proper voucher unlesa the same shall be accompa» 
nied bya full and accurate statement. pf the purpose 
and object of making such expenditure, but such 
statement shall not published unless Congress 
shall order it. 

As the object of this proviso may not be 
apparent to all, I trust I shall be pardoned if 
I occupy your time a few moments in explain: 
ing it, and showing the propriety of putting it 
in this bill in connection with this appropria» 
tion. It is well known that from a very early 
period of our national existence money has 
annually been appropriated for the contingent 
expenses of foreign intercourse, any part of 
which might be expended under the direction 
or with the assent of the President, without 
any account being rendered of the manner, 
purpose, or object of such expenditure. If 
the President ‘‘ approved’? the expenditore, 


Now, under the reduced port | 


and gave his certificate of that fact, it ended all ` 


inquiry. This practice was supposed to be 
necessary in carrying on our intercourse with 
other Governments, to obtain early and correct 
information as to what they intended to:do in 
cases where the interests of this cquntry were 
involved ; and of course the money that coald 
not be openly accoented for must have been 
paid to spies and informers. The information 


obtained from sueh sources in timo of pento i 
t 


cannot be very reliable or very valuable. 
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contingent ao of foreign intercourse to 
» settled at the Treasury, upon tha certificate 
of the President that he approved such ex- 
penditure. Jt is drawn from the Treasury, I 
presume, in the usual way, by a requisition from 
the State Department. It is accounted for b 
en a paper as I now send to the Clerk's des 
to be . : 

The Clerk read as followa: 


Satisfactory evidence having been produced to me 
that GenreoE Baker, agent, has did the sum of 
$16,610 Wduring. thegix months epding December 31, 

from tho tnd f r tho contingent expenses of 
foreign intercourse, the objects of which it is inex- 
pediont now to be made known, I hereby nuthorize 
aad direct the accounting officer of the Treasury Ni 
the settlement of the accounts of the said George M. 
aker, agent, to allow him a oreilit for tho amount 


nbove stated. 
PREV JOHNSON. 
Approved: VILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
WASHINGTON, January 8, 1867. 
Mr. KELSEY. That paper, sir, is a copy 
of a voucher on fila in the Treasury Depart- 
ment. You will observe that it bears date on 


the 8th day of January, 1967, and recites that— | 


t Batisfactovy evidetice having been prodaded to 
me (Andrew Joha 
has paid the sum 
ending December c funds for the con- 
tingent expenses of foreign intercourse, the objects 
of which it ja inexpedient now to bo made known, 
I hereby authorize and direct,” &e. f 

When I first read this document I supposed 
I had found out how the cxpenses of that re- 
markable pilgrimage known as “ewinging round 
tho circle” were py, aud Iam notcertain yet 
but that a part of this sum was so disposed of. 
But on further examination I found that on the 
23d of February, 1869, certainly two years and 
about two months, and possibly two years and 
about eight months after this money was drawn 
from the Treasury, $98,280 of this money was 
paid back into the or yis mor 
rawn in coin and poid ack jn coio. Mr 
Johnson certified on the 8th of January, 186 
that satisfactory evidence had been produced 


to him that the money had. been expended. | 


What for? That we are not permitted to know. 
But why was a pete of it paid back? And 
what bécame of the $8,380 09 in coin that was 
not paid back? Where was this large sum of 
$98,280 in coin during more than two years 


‘and a half that it was not in the Treasury? 


might be worth more in timeof war, when the |. 


spy would occasionally be in the power of the 
party to whom he fornished information, and 
there may be some excuse and perhaps a neces: 
sity for appropriating money for secret service 
at such times, but none for keeping up the 
practiee in time of peage, ; - ; 

. Besides, sir, the praetice is liable to great 


abuse. ‘The people havea right to know what ` M 


their public servants de with all the money in- . 


trusted to them ; and they will not and onghtnot |; 
to be satisfied with being told that thbir money | 


has been expended with the approval of any | 


one of their servants, no matter how 
be their confidence in him. 


to be stepped at. ance, Do AN e 
_ Ihave taken the trouble to make someinvest- 
igations into the expenditure of what is gen- 


erally known as the secret-servicé fand of the || 


Government for the last few years. There is 
no such fund known to our laws, and no sppro« 
priation is ever made.forany secret servide by 
that name, The secret-service money comes 


from the appropriations .for ‘‘contingent ex: - 
penses of foreign intercourse.'' -Prior to the | 


year 1836 the expenditure of. money for secret 


service seems to have rested upon usage only; ` 
but in that year a law was enacted authorizing | 
the expenditure of money appropriated for the | 


great may | 
I 1 Such a practice is | 
inconsistent with the idea.of thé responsibility | 
of every officer of our Government, and ought | 


If it was safely invested during this time in 
United States hands, ag it. might have been, 
somebody must have received mote than fifteen 
thousand dollars in interest upon it. 


son) that Gearga E. Baker, agent | 
Pei cto Aid uring thgsix months - 


Thie money was « ` 


Foreign tatercourse.— General disbursements, 


Bat; sir, there were some further peculiaris 
ties attending this very peculiar transaction: It 
Regma the money paid back was deposited with 
| the Treasurer of the United States at Wash- 
" ington on the 23d day of Februrry, 1869, to the 

personal oredit of Mr. Baker, the agent; that 
“on the 6th of March following it was covered 

into the Treasury by warrant. I will thank 
| the Clerk to read the warrant, a copy of which 
I send to the desk, and the indorsements and 
, ordera of the Comptroller on the face of it. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
To George E. BAKER | 
Disbursing Clerk, State Department + 

At sight will pay to the Treasurer of the United 
Btates or order, for the use of said Statos, $93,280, on 
account of moneys heretofore received by you, and 
fur so doing this shall be your warrant, 

(tiven under my hand ànd thoseal of the Treasury 
this 6th day of March, in tho year of our Lord 186), 
and of Independence the ninety-third. 

J. F. HARTLEY, 

Ansiatunt Seeretary of the Treasury. 
R. W. TAY LER, 

Comptroller, 


Aand ES, 
A. 8. JEFVRILS, Register, 


OCouptersigned: 


$98,280 coin. 
P Recorded 90. 


F. R 
Deposited with the Treasurer of the United States 
at Washington, D. C., February 23, 1809, ER w 


(Indorsements.] 


Misce}lancons, No. 311—first quarter of 1869. 
Reccived, March 15, 1869. 
R. B. TUTTLE, 
Asstetant Treasurer of the United States, 


— 


N. A.—I. J.P. 

Contingent expenses of foreign interoourse. 

| © COMPTROLLER’ S OFFIOR, Muy 5, 1869. 

I| ‘Tho personhl credit to Mr. Baker under the war- 

| Yap aa ma rror, and will be oorraated undor my 

| e aa V TAYLAR Commeelle, ` 

Mr. KELSEY. ‘I will go a little further in 
examining how these funds for contingent 
expenses of foreign intercourse have been ex- 
pended; .I have before mea table, which I 
will include in my remarks, showing the ex: 
penditure diving each quarter from’ the.com- 
mencement of Mt, Lincoln’s administration to 
the end of Mr. Johnaon’s administration, and 
also showing the amounts expended in qeinand 

|; in currency.: :- rae 


oo EE er seen glee semeneresesteneesene are ———— H 
‘ - | No. of| Seeret seze} Gold dis- | Notes dis- , f ‘ 
Date. report.| ` viege.. | bursed. | bursed. . Remarke “iy 
| | A : a PA 
+ 1 -425,339 86 | 190 6B) cao op S oo an a Aey 
aa eeg | ate 
FS 1G, $ OS dhie 94 | cae 7 A Ay Angi koat A 
1038$ 60! 16,716. 89 |; “ anes > a 
16.570 08 BAO OBL | 
7.83400: 8640131 $3,902 91 ; 
1,598 18 ` 4,891 83 : 5,118 84 
a oO MBH 3,954 58 | 
ii m 6,519 92 3,276 20 | à 2 
3:087 73: 613 26 2,726 B6; i) gl 
6,354 93 , T,Q01 17 3,879 730 | 
950 00 ` 3,883 50 | 6,272 16 , | 
- 1746 43.6: . 5456 89, nog Bey NaS 
September 39, 1864..:i.c.0 i. 3008 2,809 59 _ 6,053 42 2289 WW o a ai 
gecem BL, Sbd. espores J `= * 1,724 20 5,472 40° o an : 
farch 31, 1865...,.... 23685" ' 0,50438, 12819 32° — T205 82. E EN E 
June J0; 1865... 83892 1 =.: 1,700 38 15,421 p +. Dude from him, $10,846 84 
Sentetnber : jö; 34393 7,283 M 8,077 93 8,012 6&2 Due from him, 9,256 24 
December 51 5 oor, L07438: 9,853'08 Due from him, 8.328 88 
Match 31,4 Sa. Re | 30T. 14829 34. Due from him; 12,495 58 « 
Satie W, Ps. 6,800 26: ‘0,418 68 ; 7,937" Due ftom him, 8,141 04 
ptember < fon ht ae ; G1 44°" -8,237-80° Due from him, -3,941 80° 
Becetsber ,; 106,010 09 | 106,868 50 i.: 46,506 67 *Due from him,: 5,666 63. 
arch ol, ‘ at - ! 2118 03 .. 16,454 83. Due from him, 11,993 72 : 
June 30, 1887........ av ae 2. 3,106 74 ° 8,051 56 . Duc from him, — 855 42, 
Sep ber 30, 186 $ 50223: 12,017 Qi 15,041 15" 7,075 05° Duo from him, ` 8,719 22 
ecember 31, 1867.....serreepe 52790... 4,094 20 į 7,590 45 Due from him,. . 7,124 57 Í 
March 31, 1868 56079 $ E i: 4,297 87 : 6,202 11 ue from him, 6,524 59 
une 30, 1 E 57564: 5,827 46 6,563 3 : 5,142 35 ue from him, 24,818 57, 
Pepin pet 30, 1863... 58732 ¢ = 2,176 66! 40.207 27: Due from him, 22,434 64 , 
ecémber 31, 1868... 59953, 442863, 9,524 36| 12.639 es Due from him, , 241 02 j 
March 31, 1869......... 60787 ° 7,594 59° -9,012 42 | ‘6,982 59 Duc from; im, 5,246 OL | 
f in t ea eR eai pi, i 
Totalecesrcscesessncremme > p- $255,072 87 } $349,383 43 |. $215,865- 5, | 


*Nincty-ciaht thetisand two hundred and eighty dollars coin paid back to the Treasury February 23, 1869. 


1870: 


Ib will be observed.that the expenditures for 


seuret service duting the early part of Mr. Lin- 
edin’s administration werslarge, They were ne 
cessarily so. The dangers that surrounded the 
Government on every side rendered the employ- 
ment of secret agents and the uaé of secret ser- 


vice money an absolute necesdity. ` But the | 


whole amount expended daring Mr. Lineoln’s 


administration for the agotet ‘service, covering ` 
the entire time of the rebellion, was only | 


$102,347 46, while the amount drawn from the 


Treasury during Mr. Johnson’s administra- | 


tion was $150,025 41; but $98,280 of this sum 
were retarned to the Treasury, so that only 


$62,845 41 were actually expended. It will not | 
escape obéervation that the expenditure during | 


the last two-months of Mr. Johnson’s admin- 
istration was large. Between the Ist day of 
dante) 1869, and the 26th day of February, 
one month and twenty-six days, the amount 


expended for the secret service was $7,594 59. | 


athe column of the table headed ‘remarks’? 
there gre some entries that do not fully ex- 
plain themselves. The words ‘dae from him 
$10,846 89,’ set opposite a disbursement of 
$1,700 88 itt gold, and of $15,421 49 in notes, 
do not furtiish any very definite information. 
Ia the whole balance in the hands of the agent 
at that time $10,346 89, or does that balanceo 
rélate to that partioulardisbursement only? I 
am inclined to think it relates to that disburse- 
ment only, because there is a similar remark”? 
sot opposite each subsequent disbursement, save 
one, in the table; ‘and these “remarks” show 
that there was ‘‘due from him,’’ (whoever 
‘hina’? máy bej) iti the aggregate; $141,014 42. 
This, to sy the least of it, is rather a loose 
way of handling public money that has been 
ecifically appropriated, and I think the. pro- 
viso I intend to offer will tend to correct it. - 
. It may not ba amiss to remark in this con- 
nection that the saime man who was ‘agent’? 
in druwing from the Treasury $106,610 09 
under the administration of Mr. Johnson (a 
part of which was afterward- paid back, al- 
though Johnson certified that satisfactory proof 
had been produced to him that the money had 
been expended) still holds his. position in the 
State Department, and Í ám strongly induced 
to believe that hë haa been furnishing his ‘ sat- 
isfactory proof” to President Grant, and that 
he has expended another large sum of money, 


to wit, the sum. pf $106,230, that has not been | 


accourited. for, nof has any part of it been paid | 
back into the Treasury. This is ot exactly | 


the sum to which Mr. Johngon dertifed, but it 
is very near it; 
but the hundteds äre not; they are tot-quite 
so ttany. It is $280 against $610 09. But it 
is a little singular that he should want on each 
oceasion the same number of thousands in gold. 


There ‘is another point that I desire to call |. 
: gtätiön in the: West Indies will be an element 


attention tó, and that is te the allowances 
made to some of oir mittisters abroad for on- 


tingent expenses: It seems that at London. 


The thousands are the same, | 


and Paris, dud probably at other places, allow- 


ances are made for carriage hire, ag well as | 


for office rent, fuel, lights, and stationery. At 


, three or four years been directing their efforts | 
to the acquisition of San Domingo, and unfor- : 


: least... 
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few persons in this country who believe, or pro- 
fess to believe, that it is the manifest destiny 
of this Government to absorb, by purchase or 


otherwise, all the territory that adjoins us or | 


lies near us, no matter what it may cost and 
no matter how worthless it must be to us when 
itis obtained. These persons have for the last 


tunately, if report speaks true, they have suc- 


ceeded in impressing their insane ideas upon — 


the present Administration, to some-extent at 
Their special effort just now is to an- 
nex San Domingo. 
for this object during the last four years. It 
was for this purpose that the $106,610 was 


drawn during Johnson’s administration. It is .. 
for thig purpose that this sanie agent procured | 


from President Grant, on the 30th of Novem- 
ber last, a certificate like the one I have caused 
to be read, stating that satisfactory proof of 


| the expenditure of $100,000 had been furnished 
| to him; and that sum is now in the hands of 

this agent, if it has not been expended in: 
| negotiating the San Domingo treaty that is | 
| now before the Senate, as I am informed and 


believe. 
- Dothe American people want San Domingo? 


| They do not want it any more than they wanted 


Alaska, which was purchased under Andrew 
Johnson’s administration in the desperate hope 
of retrieving his falling fortunes. It was in 
keeping with his other official acts—only one 
degree removed from actual insanity. We 
bought the north pole and some islands lying 
a few degrees this side of it for $7,200,000 in 
gold, and had it not been for the fact that the 
Russian Government that sold it to us: had 


_ treated us as a friend during the rebellion the 


appropriation to pay that sum could never have 
pasted this House. Everybody can now see 
what a foolish bargain we made, and many 
saw it before the appropriation was made. But, 
they argued, Russia was our friend during the 
rebellion, and we must deal generously: with 
her. Tite argument prevailed, and the money 
was paid; but I do not believe: the American 
people are desirous of entering into another 
land speculation of the kind, although it may 
be located in a warmer climate. It is equally, 
and, if possible, even mote worthless to us than 
Alaska, which has cost us $575,000 to take sara 


of, in addition to the $7,200,000 of purchase- | 


money, while we have received only $26,000 
of-revenud, in all shapes, from her. 

We ate told that we need a ‘naval station in 
the West Indies. What for? We have already 
several thousand miles of sea-boatd with any 
number of plaves for aval stations. And if 
we establish & naval station in San Domingo 
we must éétablish.a navy equal in power to 
that of sny other nativn on earth, or this naval 


of weakness atid not of strength. In case of 
war with any great maritime nation it would 
immediately be wrested ftom us, unless we have 


a navy equal in force to that of our enemy to : 


. defend it. ES : 


Constantinople our minister has improved upon ` 


this, and ehatges the United States with the _ é 
| ern the island after wa have got it. 
' believe that out constituents are willing to be | 


expense of keeping highorses. He.also charges 
and is allowed the wages of four servants, one 
Official messenger, a dragoman and his horse; 
and in addition to all this he charges the Gov- 


ernment, and is allowed out of this fund for.: 
the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, | 


the sum of tWweñty dollars per month for ‘‘stor- 
ape dud safe-keeping of archives.” 
The itiqdiry natutully arises, why was this 


sem of $106,610 09 drawn from the Treasury? ` 


What great neeéssity had arisen that required 
the expenditure of this large sum in pold, the 
objects of whieh it was inexpedisnt to make 


khown? Of course we Have no official inform-: 


ation on this subject, and we can obtain none. 
But I have obtained some outside information, 
and I believe that I know why this $106,610 


i 


' of makiag the acquisition. : Out experienee in. | 


And besides, it would add largely to the ex- 
penses of our Government to protect- and gov: 


taxed for any such purpose, even if the party 


with whom we have been treating had an un- ` 


doubted tight to convey to us. . It is conceded 


oh all sides that if we take San Domingo we | 
: must take it with all its incumbrances ; that : 


is, we must pay its public debt, whatever. that 
may be. But we ara assured'that the debt will 


not excéed $1,600,000; that is, this assurance 
< is given us in the newspapers and by individ- 


tals in private conversation wkd are in favor 


acquiring territory in the case of Texas ought 


` to make us cautious here, even if we were not 


informed, as we have been, ‘that the person 
styling himself President Baez: has issued evi- 


They have been at work 


I do not © 


amounting to more than $15,000,000. instead 
of only $1,500,000, and some put the amount 
as high as $50,000,000. 

But why do we want San Domingo? It would 
be an element of weakness and not of strength 
if we could get it without taking charge of a 
civil war that now exists there. We buy of 
one party to that contest, and must espouse 
the cause of our grantor in order to get pos- 
session. The experiment of annexing San 
Domingo has been tried by Spain. ‘The result 
of that experiment and the material facts con- 
_ nected with it I find so clearly and briefly stated 

in a late number of the New York Snn that & 
read an extract from that paper: 


“In the year 1861 Spain undertook the experi- 
ment to. whith we are now invited. She annexed 
pan Domingo. The people of the country gave their 
consent with greater apparent unanimity than they 
have now given it to annexation to the United 
States, There was then no civil war in the repub- 
lie, all parently acquiescing in the government 
of President Santana. Tho annexation being com- 
', pleted, an army of twenty thousand Spanish soldiers 
was sent to maintain order in the new possession. 
This army was reénforeed from time to time. It 
contended with obstinacy against the civil war which 
; soon broke out, and whieh it was found impossible 
to put down. Finally, in 1805, the Spanish forces 
| Were withdrawn, leaving twenty-five thousand sol- 
H diers buried in Dominican soil. The whole opera- 
| tion entailed upon the Spanish Governmentan addi- 
tion to their public debt of more than twenty-fivo 
|| million dollars. f 
i “Is there any reason to suppose that the United 
|| States will be more fortunate in San Domingo than 
‘| Spain was? Spain took there laws essentially the 


same as those of the republic; the language of her 
, soldiers and civilians was that of the country; her 
| social habits and usages were thesawme; her religion 
| wgs the same. We differfromthe Dominicans in all 
| 


| these respects. We shall carry to the island forms 
'| and modes of law to which the people are entirely 

Strange. Our language is alien to thair ears; our 
, Manners and customs are unlike any to which they 
; have been habituated. In religion we tolerate every- 
| thing except that enforced uniformity to which they 
i have been wont. In addition to this, we find 

thero a long-established civil war, already on tho 
point of overthrowing and expelling from the coun- 
try the Government with which we have undértaken 
to treat. Is it probable that under such circum- 
stances. we shall be able to hold the island atter wo 
have annexed it? 

* With thirty thousand soldiers in San Domingo 
Spain had fo suffer the humiliation of abandoning 
it.. How large an army will it require to protect us 
against such a disgrace? tainly not less than 
fifty thousahd men. Nor can fifty men-of-war avail 
to blockadé the avast, and keep out those who would 
attompt to furnish arms and inaterigls of war to pur 
ghemise in the intérior. & e expense of annexing 
San Domingo, atid of holding it for a single year by 
mebhs Of Such a military ahd naval force, cannot bo 
lesg than two hundred million dollars. Nor at the 
end of the year, or of any period that.can be esti- 
mated beforehand, shall we be relieved from the 
nedessity of maintaining oti? hold upon the island 
hy an army and affect.” 

.We ave giving away homesteads and granting 
taillions‘of acres of our public lands to render 
it possible for thase who are willing to accept: 
them to:get tó the lands we give:them. And 
yet wo are constantly urged to annex more 
territory-at an. expense of unknown millions, 
merely for the pleasure of. giving the laud 
| away to somé company that proposes to eon- 
| struct arailroad or lay a telegraphic cable.. Our 
. whole system of appropriating money is defect- 
ive, loose, extravagant. The estimates are 
į made in the. first instance by third or fourth 
- class: clerks, who are heads of divisions, and 
: reported’ to the clerks at the head of bu- 
remus; and then, after being revised, and 
increased or diminished, as the case may be, 
the estimates go to'the head of a Department, 
who amends thom ashe sees fit, and sends them: 
| to the Secretary of the Treasury. =.: = 

- It often happens that the head of a Depazt- 
ment knows.nathing at all. about the amount 
|| of money required by the different bureaus of 
_ his Department. He knows. how much his 
subdrditiates say they want, and he peterally: 
sends their estimates to the Secretary of the 
| Preasury, who sends: them here iv the book 
: of estimatessa. book that very few members 
` take the trouble :to read, unless they happun 
. to: want.an appropriation or it becomes their 
< duty to examine it as members of .a comm 
» tee. This method of making up the estimates 


was drawn ftom the Treasury. There are a li dénces of debt, in the shape of national bonda, i might not be so objectionable if the clerks 
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who make them in the. first instance were in 
full sympathy with the Administration and de- 
sired to make its financial policy successful. 
But this is not so; Ina majority of cases the 
men who make up the estimates arg hostile to 
the Administration, and their leading object 
seems to be to get all-the money they can out 
of the Treasury. 


Mr. NIBLACK. My information is that | 


the estimate of last year was made up by Mr. 
Saville, of the Treasury Department, the clerk 
specially. charged with that duty; and for his 
meritorious services in this and otherrespects, 
as I understand it, and in consequence of his 
enjoying the confidence of the head of the 
Treasyry Department in an eminent degree, he 
has recently been made the chief clerk of the 


Treasury Department. I think, therefore, it is | 
|| my colleague on the Committee on Appropria- 
'! tions will do the Commissioner of the General 


unjust to Mr. Saville, as well as perhaps to 
other clerks in the Treasury and other Depart- 


ments, to charge a want of political sympathy | 


ontheir part with the Administration. I merely 
wished to call my friend’s attention to that 
view of the case. 

Mr. KELSEY. I charge it, Mr. Chairman, 
because I find that in a large. majority of in- 
stances the same men who made up the esti- 
mates for this year made them up last year and 
the year before for Andrew Johngon’s admin- 
istration. They certainly were not men in 
sympathy with the Republican party; and if 
you will look into the book of estimates you 
will find that in almost every bureau they ask 


for a little more money than was appropriated | 


the year before. I do not know but Mr. Saville 
may have been the man who reviewed the esti- 


mates instead of the Secretary doing it him- | 


self: Perbaps heis: . But that does not change 
the truth of the position that I took, that these 
estimates are made in the first place by these 
third and fourth class clerks; and their work 
is then reviewed by their superiors, and last 
of all by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
~- Me. NIBLACK. | One word farther 

Mr. KELSEY. . Very well. . ae 

Mr. NIBLACK: I desire to say that my 
observation, ranning through some years of 
congressional service here, has taught me that 
when an officer in any Department of the 


only.: 


Government -asks for an: appropriation his ; 


political sympathies have not ing to do with 
the matter. In other words, the 

always ask for liberal appropriations for every- 
thing under every Administration, It is the 
duty of Congress to see that extravagant appro: 
priations are not made, notwithstanding they 


are talled for in the estimates, : I would:say, | 
in other words, that it is never safe for Con- ' 


gress to follow blindly the estimates submitted. 
The Departments themselves do not expect 
that we will: adopt: withoat examination: any 
estimates that they may submit. to us... They 
know they are-more likely to be cut down than 
increased, and therefore they make them with: 
that view. | cuo > elie tsr sel 

Mr. KELSEY.. The gentleman has undoubt- 
edly stated the principle that governs his action 


in making appropriations, and it is fair in him | 


to presume that those whe make the estimates 
are governed bylike motives. I concede thatin. 


acting upon the Committee on Appropriations | 
il traced to him, unless this effort to get under | 


my friend from Indiana {Mr. Nrpzack] has in. 
good faith carried out the idea he has now sub- 
mitted to thecommittee.. Bat it does not change 
the fact that I have stated, because it is a fact. 

Gentlemen may differ from-my conclusions 
as they please. I will give them a case in point. 
Take the case of the Commissioner of the Gen-. 
eral Land Office: during. our present session. 
He made his estimates, amounting to $246,000, 
and then came before the Committee on Appro- 


aceon ee urge that the appropriations for his | 


urcau should be made in exact accordance 
with his estimates. The committee drew from 
him the fact that he. had $479,000 of unexr 


pended balances on.hand, and this. House has. 


voted to cover that sum into the Treasury, 
after deducting enough to cover the expenses 


epartments |: 


of the General Land Office for the next fiscal 
year, Why did.this Commissioner want money 
appropriated for his bureau when he had more 
than enough to run another year, almost enough 
for two years, according to his own estimate, 
and more than enough for two years, according 
! to the decision of the Committee on Appro- 


i 
| estimates. 
i on hand. 


Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman allow me 
. to make a suggestion ? 


| Mr. KELSEY. Certainly. 


Mr. BECK. -I desire to say simply this : 


Land Office the justice to say that he is one of 
| the few officers of the Government who do not 
waste their balanees; that he did not expend 
the balance left of his appropriation, but held 
it and accounted for it until it was covered into 
the Treasury. 

Mr. KELSEY. I will do the Commissioner 
the justice to say that he did not allow anybody 
to steal this money. But why did he want to 
get it out of the Treasury to where it might be 
stolen? It was safe while in the Treasury, but 
i if it was appropriated and taken out of the 
i Treasury it would be subject to the whole chap- 


i| a loss of the money. al 
Now, I have been utterly unable to under- 
i; stand why so many of my colleagues on the 
|| Committee on Appropriations have manifested 
go strong. a sympathy with the Commissioner 
, of the General Land Office. I supposed that 
he had been guilty of misconduct in office 
in attempting to get Congress to appropriate 
$246,000 when he did not want it, when he 
had: money enough to last him for. two years 
if properly used. I suppose! that was miscon- 
duct in office, and asked my colleagues on the 
committee to join me in an-attempt to have this 
Commissioner removed. To my surprise there 
was not another. man on. the committee. who 
ji seemed to view.the matter as I did. Their 
' views may have been correct, while mine were 
‘incorrect; but.I have stated the fact. as it 
appeared to mê: -. i s 
ir. BECK, If the gentleman will allow 
me now; I will not interrupt him again. 
. Mr, KELSEY. Certainly. 
Mr.. BECK, ‘The gentleman wants to know 


was not amore honest officer of the Govern- 


run the risk of getting in his place a man who 
|| was not honest. 


from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] that he was thor- 
oughly honest. .-It-is true no dishonest act was 


his- control money that was not needed is to 
be regarded in that light. 


ing what years? . 


Mr. KELSEY. It appeared from the state- 


siderable time; =- : ; 

Mr. ARCHEB. Then it was saved daring 
the economical: administration of President 
Johbnegon..-- ae eee a ; 

Mr. KELSBY.,. It had been saved during 
the Commisstoner’s term of service. Bat even 
the statement of. unexpended balances which 
il has been sent to this House by the Secretary 


Mr. ARCHER, I ask the gentleman to state | 
when. the balance referred to was saved; dur-. 


ment of the Commissioner that he had been. 
saving the money from year to.year for a con- | 


ter of accidents by which the fund might be | 
swept away and the Government made to suffer |, 


| Wilson was a 


why I,'and I- helieve every other member of ; 
the Committee:on Appropriations, refused to '' 
take. the action: he desired. The reason was ` 
that we were, thoroughly satisfied. that there |: 


of the Treasury, and which purports to show 
the balances remaining on hand on the 30th 
of June last, does not contain any reference to 
this $479,000in the hands of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office. 

- Mr. NIBLACK. The gentleman will per- 


} :; mit me to say that I forone declined to join in 
i| priations?, Yet the Commissioner says that | 
the operations of his office will be embarrassed . 
if the Committee on Appropriations should | 
i undertake to change, reduce, or cut down his | 
The committee drew from him the || 
! fact that he had a large unexpended balance 


recommending the removal of Mr. Wilson, 
because, in the first place, I did not think it 
becoming on my part to suggest to this Adminis- 
tration either whom it should remove or whom 
it should appoint; and in the next place, 
because the. committee’s investigation of this 
matter, to which my colleague on the commit- 


, tee [Mr. Kersey] has referred, brought to us 
| the information that Mr. Wilson is to-day em: 


ploying a very considerable number of clerks— 
fifteen, I believe, though I will not undertake to 
state it precisely—less than the number he is 
authorized by law to employ. I regard this as 
avery extraordinary circumstance, and one 
greatly to the credit of Mr. Wilson. His case 
ig a very remarkable exception to the general 
prncnce of the Departments and bureaus of 
this Government. The fact that he wanted, 
as a precautionary measure, to have on hand a 
surplus fand on which he could draw for unex- 
expected contingencies, while he showed that 


| he had exercised great economy in accumu- 


lating this surplus, ought not, in my opinion, 
to operate to his prejudice. As to the polit- 


‘ical sympathies of Mr. Wilson, I have no in- 


formation and, so far as this question is con- 
cerned, I care nothing about theni. 

Mr. KELSEY. . My colleagues on the com 
mittee said, when I asked them to join me in 
requesting the removal of this officer, that ‘‘Jo. 
Wilson is a very clever fellow, and did not mean 
anything wrong in trying to get money appro- 
priated from the Treasury that.was not needed ; 
and they would notaid in trying to remove him, 
although he is a Democrat,’ And some of. 
my Republican colleagues on the committee— 
I do not include them all in this remark— 
added that they would not do it because Mr, 
emocrat. I confess that to 
my mind this was one reason which made me 
all the more willing that. he should be removed. 
While I would not tolerate such conduct in a 
political friend, I certainly would not overlook 
it in a political enemy. 

_ I suppose this same feeling of kindness to- 
ward these. ‘‘ clever fellows’’ pervades all the 
Departments, for they all, except the Post Office 
Department, seem to be trying the experiment 
of carrying on their business through the agency 


of their political enemies. The people desired 


and expected that the Departments here should 
be purified by the removal of all who sym- 
pathized with the rebellion or. who supported 
Andy Johnson in his treachery. But they have 
been disappointed. Some few changes . have 


. been made, but many of the most important 


| ment than the Commissioner of the General :: 
Land Office, and to remove him would be-to ` 


places are filled by Democrats and Johnsonized 
conservatives. And the distinguished Repre- 


' sentative from Rhode Island [Mr. J ENCKES]. 
_ occasionally presses his civil service bill upon 
Mr. KELSEY. Ido not know but that the ` 
| Commissioner’s conduct satisfies my friend i; 


us in the hope of passing it, so that. no changes 
at all can be made. He can seean illustration 
of what his ‘bill will accomplish in the State 
Department, where it is the traditional policy 
not to remove any oue for political reasons ; 


and they have carried it out in.such a way that 


J 
H 


j: 


i 
i 


i 
I 
{i 
l 


! 
i 
l 


there are not to exceed two straight Republic- 
ans in the Department. It is not at all sur- 

rising that New York gives fifty thousand 
Democratic majority, when we remember that 
nearly if not quite all the patronage of the Gen- 
eral Government is bestowed upon men who 
are in the interest of the Tammany party, and 
that all straight Republicans are ignored and 
disregarded. 
. One of my colleagues has stated to me—I 
do not undertake to say whether the statement 
is correct—that Tammany bought up the body 
of the. Legislature. . There. certainly was a 
sudden conversion of many members of that 
body, so that what was a triumphant majority 


1870, ve 


became a.small minority between one Saturday, . 


d 


and one Monday. ae 
Mr. Chairman, I do not believe that any 


Administration ever did succeed or ever will. 


succeed in conducting its affairs successfully 
by the aid of its political enemies. . It cannot 
trust them as it. can its. friends. 
not the same motives to support its policy as 
it ought to be supported, Ithinkthisis one of 
the grave errors that most of the Departments 
have been committing. I except from this 
general censure the Post Office Department. 
Mr. WOODWARD. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask him a question? 
Mr. KELSEY. Certainly. ` 
Mr. WOODWARD. I would like to inquire 
of the gentleman whether he supposes that 


any Administration could be more intolerant |: 


They have- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3627 


with the present Secretary of State. Iwill say 
here in his belialf, and as adefense against the 
assault of one of his own political friends, that 
there is no member of this Administration, nor 
any predecessor in the State Department, who 
has discharged his duty with higher intelli- 
gence, greater efficiency, or purer character 
than Hamilton Fish.: ‘Therefore, I desire to 
defend him against the assault that is made |! 
upon him. If he has seen proper ‘to. retain :| 
the subordinates of that Department, those | 
employés who discharge mere clerical duties ; , 
if he retains certain officers under his direc- | 
tion who occupied efficiently the same places l 

| 

| 


under his predecessors, I presume he does so 


. because he finds them admirably fitted for the | 
` duties confided to their care. 


than the present toward its political opponents? : 


Mr. KELSEY. I do not know how the gen- | 


tleman would define that word ‘intolerant ;’’ 


and frequently to appoint such to office, is ‘‘in- 
tolerance,’ then this Administration has been 
intolerant. 

Mr.ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman specify 
some of the incumbents to whom he refers? 

Mr. KELSEY. The gentleman cannot draw 
me into a controversy over names.’ I have 
plenty of them here before me, and plenty of 
proof te sustain what I say; but I do not care 
to allude to the matter except in this general 
nore Mr. Chairman, how much time have I 
left? i 

The CHAIRMAN. Six minutes. 

, Mr. KELSEY. I yield the remainder of 
my time to any gentleman who may wish to be 
heard in general debate on the Dill. 

Mr. WOOD. I will occupy one or two min- 


utes left of the hour for general debate. Now, 
Mr. Chairman, in the first place, the gentle- 
man from New York altotted but one hour to’ 


the general discussion of this bill, and he has 
occupied almost the entire hour himself. 

Mr. KELSEY. I beg the gentleman’s par- 
don ; I intended to occupy the whole of it. 

Mr.. WOOD. I compliment the gentleman 
ou bis liberality. 

Mr. KELSEY. I was liberal to fhe. gen- 


tleman on a former occasion when I gave him’ 


half of my time. | i 
‘Mr. WOOD, Itis the first time that ‘the 
chairman of a committee presenting an, appro- 
priation , bill of this importance in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole occupied the whole time 
himself allowed for the general. debate. |.” 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will he withdraw, then, | 
the. stigma he cast upon him of liberality? | 


[Laughter. J ae aN 

Mr. WOOD. I listened with much pleasure 
to a portion of the remarks of my colleague, and 
especially to that, portion in which he referred 
to ‘certain expenditures in the State Depart- 
ment, and reflected upon the folly of attempt- 
ing to acquire the island of San Domingo and 


incorporating it as a part of the United States. 


So far as his animadversions on that attempt 
are concerned he has my sympathy ; but when 
he attempts to throw a reflection upon the 
administration of Andrew Johnson, of having 
expended money improperly in that. direction, 
I can only say thatthe present Administration 


has expended three dollars to one expended by- 


the administration of Andrew Johnson. | 
_Mr. KELSEY.” Will the gentleman allow 
me to put him right? | POE Ea 
Mr. WOOD. Notin six minutes. He has 
hadan hòur. M r i 
from his high position of attempting to discuss 
great questions in reference tọ the acquisition 
of this new territory and comes down to the 
minute affairs of the State Department. He 
has sought to assail the chief of that Depart- 
ment because in the discharge of his duty he 
sees proper to retain persons qualified for the 
performance of clerical duties under him. It 


is well known that I have no political sympathy |! country. 


Mr. Chairman, he now descends | 


1 


} , ` in reference to Cuba? i 
but if to leave more than half of its politicalene- || 
mies in their positions without disturbing them, . 


Mr. MUNGEN. I wish to ask the gentle- ` 
man from New York whether he approves the 
course of Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, 


Mr. WOOD. | No, sir. Ihave nosympathy `: 
with the Secretary of State or this Administra- 


| tion in regard to its conduct with reference to 


Cuba; no more, sir, than I have in reference | 
to its policy concerning the acquisition of the |. 
island of San Domingo. I believe in both ;; 
those instances the policy of this Administra- | 
tion is nat patriotic and is not wise ; but on the | 
contrary is unjust and improper, and for its 
policy in this regard it will, Iam sure, be repu- 
diated by the American people if it should go 
before them on these political issues. Now, 
sir, this bill reported by the committee is, in my | 
judgment, not only guilty of omissions, but it || 


! also must be condemned for its commissions. 
: It has omitted to make appropriations for 


| 


| I say that such a point is this new and growing |, 
position upon the Black sea, connected almost `: 


: embassies recognized by existing laws. After 


the President has for three months appointed | 
an embassador, to a foreign Court it omits to , 
make Approprianon for the payment of his 
salary: There'are other questions involved in 
the bill to which I have not time now to refer. | 
I will defer what I have to say on them until © 
the five-minutes debate on the various para- 


graphs. 
‘The CHAIRMAN. General debate on this 
bill under the order of the House has now 


closed. | 
Mr. BANKS. Task permission to say a few | 
words. en ee ed 
There was no objection... k . | 
Mr. BANKS. There are one or two matters `` 


to which the gentleman from. New York has. 


| referred to which I wish to ask the attention, ' 
of the committee, and I cannot have an oppor- | 
| tunity in the five minutes. debate to reply to 


them as I desire. Tirst in regard.to the con- 
sulate at Odessa, which he proposes to strike | 
out and discontinue. I wish the committee | 
to reflect that a consulate which has been an | 
unimportant one heretofore may become of | 
great importance. .And J am certain Odessa is 
of this character. Odessa is the only Russian 


| ernment is a Buropean Government. 


: thing in defense of Paraguayan history. 


| conten 
: the transit there. . Now, if it be true that the 


ort.on the Black sea. Until very lately it has 
had very imperfect communications with the : 


Russian empire. In the last ten or fifteen 
À ‘ also true that Brazil is to swallow up all the 
_ power of that State, we ought certainly to have 
| a competent man there to ascertain what is 


years there have been constructed three par- 
allel lines of railway from St. Petersburg to 
Odessa on the Black sea. . Russia has the most 
complete and perfect system of transportation i 
and river navigation that exists on the globe, 


of Odessa on the Black sea.. 

I am informed that the Government of Rus- 
sia has given concessions to American citizens 
to establish at Odessa our system of grain ele 
vators, and the result will probably be that the 
whole grain trade of the Russian empire will 
be concentrated at this point. If there be a i 
consulate anywhere, at any point that is likely 
to become important to us, and of which we 
ought at least to have accurate information, 


directly by its effect upon the grain trade with | 
the grain interests and grain products of this |: 
` ji 


il 
l 
Vi 
i 
rs 
i. 


I observe that by the bill the salary of the 
interpreter to the legation to China is reduced 
from $5,000 per annum to $3,000. 

Mr. KELSEY. That is in accordance with 
the estimate in the estimate book. 

Mr. BANKS. I understand that the law of 
1856 fixes the salary of the interpreter at 
$5,000; and certainly the Committee on Ap- 
propriations is not authorized to make that 
change. 

Mr. KELSEY. The statute of 1856 fixes 
the salary at $5,000, when the same person 


: fills the offices of interpreter and secretary of 


legation. When the offices are separated, the 
interpreter has but $3,000. The estimates 
have been sent down to us for separate offices. 

Mr. BANKS. The bill changes the law, 
which the committee has not the right to do. 
If the secretary of legation is acting as inter- 
pretor, then the appropriation is not necessary. 

ut as the appropriation stands it appears to 
change the law. I merely call the attention 
of the committee to this fact. Now,in regard 
to the omission of a minister to Paraguay, I 
would say that if ever there was a time when 
the representation of this Government at Par- 
aguay was necessary, it is now. I know, of 
course, as all the gentlemen on the committee 
know, the great difficulties that have occurred 
in that country. 


Mr. DAWES. I will say to the gentleman 


i that the Committee on Appropriations have 
| prepared an amendment which will meet the 


point he is at present adverting to. 

Mr. BANKS. If it provides for restoring 
this mission, I am satisfied. But I desire to 
make a brief statement. The Brazilian Gov- 
It is to 
South America exactly what the Austrian Gov- 
ernment would have been to Mexico if the 


. French troops had succeeded in establishing 


Maximilian there; exactly what the Dominion 
on our northern border would have been to us 
if a British prince had obtained a throne, or 


if a vice-royalty had been established there. 


Its purpose is to cleave its way to the Pacific 
coast. It has deliberately made war upon all 
the republics between the Pacific coast and the 
Brazilian border. It has destroyed Paraguay. 
I have no purpose at this moment to say any, 

ut 


` it is the fact that every republican Government 


between Brazil and the Pacific coast is hostile 
to the purposes. of Brazil, and that these are 
inimical to the interests of this country. 

Chili and Peru are or will be, as other repub- 


: lies are and have been, exposed to the machi- 


nations of this great empire of the south. And 
if it should carry its. dominion to the Pacific 
coast- it will then proceed north to Colombia 
and Yucatan, take into.its jaws the Gulf of 
Mexico, and perhaps enter on the Isthmus to 

d with us for the great advantages of 


| male population of Paraguay has been de- 


stroyed, if there be not enough population left 
to maintain the power of that State; if it be 


going on, and make a report of the facts. And 


<| [hope thatthe proposition which the chairman 
and all tending, in a great degree, to this port | 


of the Committee on Appropriations has inti- 
mated that he will submit will embrace some 
sort of representation there. 

Now, sir, I would not on any account enter 


:| upon the discussion of the San Domingo ques- 


tion to which the gentleman from New York 
on the other side of the House [Mr. Woop] 
has referred. But. this much I may say in 
regard to the contingent fund and to the ex- 


i. penditure of money which has been made in 


that direction. It is proposed by the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. KELSEY,] not b 
the Committee on Appropriations, to cut o 

the right of contingent expenditures on the 
part of the President without a report in detail 
to Congress. That, sir, would effectually pro- 
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hibit the expenditure af any contingent fund 
by the Government. Every one who has iut 
any experience in the administration of any 
Department of the Government, well knows 
that there are times when expenditures must | 
be made that cannot properly or wisely be 
accounted for, although those expenditures 
may be perfectly right, perfectly just, and per- 
fectly necessary. ‘The proposition of the gen- 
tleman fram New York would deprive the 
Administration of that great power, almost the 


that this committee will not be willing to accede |! 


i 


to it. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I wantd inquire of the i 


gentleman whether there is any stich proposi- 
tron pending before the committee now ? 
Mr. BANKS. The gentleman from New 


. day 


York [Mr. Kesey] has given notice that he - 


will offer such anamendment, ahd [have called ' 
the attention of the committee to it now, as ` 
we may hot have an opportunity to discussthis | 
matter hereatter. | 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there are two sides to | 
the tertitorial question: the one is as to the 
giving up of territory acquired by our fathers 
and belonging to this people, upon the ground ` 
arid upor the declaration that such territory is | 
of no consequence, and never will be wanted | 

the Government of this country; and the ` 
other, which has been presented by the gen- 
tleman from New York, is in regard to the 
acquisition of territoty, ` ` 

We have territory on the northwest caast to 
the line of 64° 40’. I have the authority of Mr. 
John Quincy Adams for saying that we surreh- 
dered six degrees of that territory which was 


:. offee at the time we surrendered the north- 
west territory ;if we had had such a man in - 
office at the time we surrendered our north- |: read by paragraphs for amendnjent. 
eastern territory, we would have had none of |. rl i 


ours. To recover that territory after we had sur- | 


rendered it we nearly involved this country in a 
war, and although we regained our territdty up 
to the line of forty-nine degrees, we would have 
abandoned even that line if it had not been 
necessary to fix that line in order to take in 
the mouth of the Columbia'river, one of the 
most important points on the northwest coast, 
and where will ultimately be, not only the great 


city of that coast, but pethaps the great city || 
of the continent itself. We have, therefore, to |' 


consider whether we will gain territory or | 
whether we will give it up because it is of no | 
advantsge. Taa l 


| 


Mr. John Quincy Adatys also said that the | 
lines of this‘country as fixed by the treaty with 
Spain carried us to the Rio Grande ; and be- ` 
cause we thought that territoty of no conse- | 
nence we abandored it, left it ‘to Spain and 
then to Mexieo; and this country was after- 
ward plunged into a war to regain that which : 
we had basely or at least unwisely surrendered ` 
because it was thought of no account at all. 
So, too, in the Northeast. We had a pound- | 
ary fixed by our treaty with Great Britain which ' 
we regarded ag of no importance. Théy‘taid ` 
a claim tà a portión of our territory, as they ` 
lay aclaim to the entire globe. We yielded 
to their claim: and after we had surrendered | 
our territory in the Northeast we found in the’ 
archives of Great Britain maps which by their | 


own private lines conceded to us exactly the | 


territory which we had yielded to them. 
- Now, in regard to San Domingo, let më say | 
that it was offered to us in 1844. The Gov: 
ernmert of San Domingo at that time sent | 
two commissioners to the Government of this | 
country, asking us to take thisterritory, which | 
would not then have had this debt of $15,000,- 
000 to which the gentleman has referred s but’: 
we rejected the proposition, ar neglected to 
act upon it, becduse San Domingo was 9 free | 
country, and owing to that neglect or failure to 
make the dequisition we were led step by step | 
into the terrible rebellion, by not only giving ‘ 
to the southern people opportunity to concen- `! 
trate their power to strike at this Government, 
but leaving to the people of Europe—two hun- 
dred and fifty millions of them, all the enemies: 
of this country—the whole of the islands of the 


‘| alt these arid deserts of the interior, all these ` 


rocky shores of the Pacific coast; that. they `: 
were worth nothing whatever, and that he: 
never would vote to pe ae ag a singlé dol- | 

‘nearer to | 
i the 'city of Boston or to the Atlantic coast || 
thari it was nt that time. Yet, where Js the |’ 


i 


i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
i 
| 
t 


| 


i in which we struggled against this terrible 
only effective power which it has in commun- |) 
ication with foreign States; and I feel sure |, 


| when ‘these questidns were hot so well com- 


| dark offices, for mean and altry salaries, Took. 
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Gulf of Mexivo, from which they could ‘make: 
war against os, and against whom we could 
never strike one blow nor fire one shot. | 
That is what we did. It cost us two million 
lives, the lives of our brothers and of Amer- 
icans; for the southern men were our brothers 
and Americans, as we are Ameticans and their 
brothers. If we had had this foothold in the 
Gulf of Mexico the rebellion itself probably 
would hot have oecurted ; at all events, the war 


ehemy for five long years never could have © 
been carried on from those islands as it was. 
Now, here is a poor man; I say podr mah, 
because he works for the Government and has 


nd compensation but scanty meatand drink to |. 
krep body and soul together, and is liable every 
e lives to be assailed by men asincompe- |, 


tent and dishonest, to whom He can make no 
reply. If there is a man on the face of the’ 
earth who is to be pitied it ig the mah in the 
service of thé Government. ae ee 
The Cothmissioné? of the General Land Office 
is the only man in this cotintry who has made 
these land titles, these outlying land titles, the | 
study of his life. He isthe only man who com» ' 
ptehends that they are in issue everywhere in 
the island of Vancouver, the islands of the 
northern coast ; everywhere these titles ate in 
issue, antl he is the only man whocomprehends 
them, and is able to explain them. 
bad such a man in office At the time we sur | 
rendered Texas; if we had had such a man in’ 


those disasters which have befallen this country. 


And that great mat, greater than alt othet | 
i: men wholived in Kistime, because he was more |: 


truly an American, John Quincy Adams, was 


the Only man who thonght it warth while to S9 
study this question, and to give the pédplethe `; Rica, Honduras, Japan, and Salvador, $1 i 


| information he possessed upon the subjecti `i 


Gentlemen talk of the unimportance of Bati 
Domingo. Let me tell the gentlemen from: 
New York, the one on the Democratic side, 
{Mr. Woop, Jand the other on the Republican 
side, [Mr. Kensey,] that greater men than - 
they are hive spoken in contempt and deris- 


ion of the Mississippi valley and of the Pscitit i) 
t; coast. 


A Senator trém my State long ago, 


prebended as they are how, said that it woald 


be for the benefit of thé United ‘States if the |! 


mouth of the Mississippi was closed to the 


| mingo ghou 


Ametiċsn people, and that he ħoped it would 
bedone. AndstiH later, another Senator from 
my own State, in speaking of Califotnia and 
of the Pacific coast, said that he did not want 


lar to bring the Pacific coast. an 


man now who will hold in’ derision and con- 
tempt those who brought to us the Pacific 
coast; those who gave tous the great Mis- 
sissippi valley? The Mississipp! valley, if” 
peopled as England is peopled, at the rate of ` 
three hundred and thirty-three to the sqtaré™ 
mile, would maintdin and sohpet a thou- 
sand million people, who'will be hót only | 
the rulers of this continent against whori my 
friend from New York [Mr. Ketsry] could do’! 
nothing in the Gulf of Metico, but. 


who wil’ 
well nigh be the masters of the globe, reaching. 
out as they will from the Pacific on the west | 
to the Atlantic on the east. No, siti we 
catinot turn back the türrent of histo#y. And 
we onoght. not, at least, to hold in dérision, 
and speak contemptuously of these humble, 
and learned and patrioti¢ inen, who in their 


out for the interests df this country and give 
us notice when and where we are to bè be- 
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trayed by the cession of rights that belong 
to us. 

Mr. KELSBY. I raise the point of order 
that this discussion is out of order. 

Mr. LOGAN. {trust I may be allowed just 
ote word. Thisdebate is certainly out of order; 
but inasmuch asthe gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Banxs] has taken the liberty to 
make ‘tn elaborate speech in behalf of the 
acquisition of San Domingo—— 

‘he’ CHAIRMAN. oes the 
from Illinois make a point of order 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir; and I will state it. 


genllemep 


; Inasmuch as the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts has been allowed to discuss the question 
of San Domingo, I ask the House to give me 
the privilege of occupying ten minutes to reply 
to him; and to state the reasons muy San Do- 

i not be made a part of the Uni- 
ted States of America. The question has been 
thrust in here without any reason or justifica- 
tion, in ordet to head off certain propositions ; 
and I desire to show why this country should 
not have added to its inhabitants any naked 
ahd half-savage people like those of San Do- 


mingo. — i f 
The CHAIRMAN., The Chair understands 
‘the gentleman from Illinois to raise a point of 
' order ; and the point of order is not debatable. 


| 'The gentleman will please state his point. 
f wo had |. 


Mt. LOGAN. & Y point of order is, that 


aughter. ] 


' Twill take my seat. 
, The GHAIRMAN, The Chair sustains the 
: point of order. [ Laughter. ] 


Mr. KELSEY, I ask that the bill now be 


The Clerk proceeded to read the bill, and 
read the follawang:, . 


or, ministers residest at Portugal Switzerland, 
aia Be gi Foli. nd, Den ark, Bwedon, Tur- 
key, Ecuador, New nada, Bolivia, Venezuela, 


atemala, Nicaragua, Sandwich Isiands, Costa 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I rise for the 
purpose-of moving my atmual amendment to 
this bill: FI move to insert after the word 


| “Salvador,” in the nineteenth line, the word 
| Romé.” Tentertain the hope that there will 


be no opposition to this proposition at the 
present time. Therefore T will not make any 
speech upon it. T i 

Mr. KELSEY. _ I rise to oppose this amend 
ment. Some years agó, after a full discussion 
in thig House, it was decided that n minister’ 
resident should tot be sent by this Govern- 


| ment to Rome. The question was thoroughly , 
‘ considered, and ‘T believe na one decision in’ 
‘ relation to our 'föreign or diplomatic affairs, 
: has met more cbrdially the assent of the coun- 
. try than that. 


There is no reason, 80 tar as I 
have heard, 'thdt should induce us to. change, 
the policy which has been adopted in this 
House. Hence I oppose the amendment, and’ 


ask for A vote, 

“Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I withdraw’ 
the’ avsendment I have already offered and 
move arfother, td insert After the word ‘*Gua-, 


| temala,” in the eighteenth’ line, thé word 


‘Rome. f had hoped there would be no 
objection té the adoption of this proposition. 
Rome is one of the great Powers of the earth, 
if not politically, eertainly socially, morally, 
attisti¢ally, and religiously. As a State Rome 
is of muck mote importancé than Guatemala, . 
Nicaragua, Costs Rica, or Salvador. My col- 
league (ME. KELSEY] Has given nd reason in, 
oppona ta my amendment except that he’ 
believes there is a universal concurrence in. 
the sentiment that we should sénd no. minister 
to Rome. I cari assure the gentleman that he 
never was more mistaken in his whole life than. 
in supposing that there is a general concurrence. 
in such an opinion. 
Let me add my thotough doriviction that if 
the majority of this House do not now reës- 
tablish this mission, which. the Democratic. 
party and the Whig party kept up for years 
without opposition, this mission will be reés- 


1870. 


tablished so soon as this Hoyse. shall fairly 
-pepresent the people of the United Stated. 
Why should we hesitate to recognize the infin- 
ence which this great Power exercises over 
the whole earth? Morally, religiously, and 
artistically it is a Power worthy of great con- 
sideration, and one to which all nations of any 
pretensions, except our own, have at all times 
sent their representatives. The importance 
of this Power is something apart from any 
question as to-religious opinions. Rome is a 
plaoe to which thousands are constantly inak- 
ing pilgrimage, not merely for the sake of any 
religious associations, butin view of its attrac- 
tions to the artist, the student, the classical 
scholar, the laver of ancient history, and to 
the mar whose. mind is imbued with historical 
recollections of Cicero and Cato and Cassar. 
On account of: its attractions in this: light, 


‘taking place in Rame: 
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world like those 
‘place. .. te ae: 
‘Mr. WOOD.. I wish to ask the gentleman 
aquestion. 
Mr. BANKS. I do not wish to be inter- 
rupted, because I do not care to entet into any 


of things originate there and be conducted in 
` that city; and I think, therefore, in view of 
: this impending crisis in the religious world, 
' the United States should at least have a rep- 
_ resentative there, in order that we may ascer- 

tain and have accurate reports of those great 
_ events which are and. will be transpiring so 


Rome is 8 place to which thousands and tens | 
of thousands of Americans have gane; and the ` 


travel from the United Statesis increasing every | 
I had hoped. that those old impressions |. 


year. 
respecting religion had been banished from this 
House, and that they would not be revived here. 


The church of Rome is not my church, and I | 


do not speak in the interest of that church; 


but I speak in behalf of the most venerable | 


city af the world. I speak in behalf:of art 


and the artists of the whole earth. I-:speak in . 
behalf of painting and sculpture and the wor- | 


shipers of thase arts throughout the whole 
earth, I speak ia behalf of the American 


long as this council lasts. We see evidences 
of this controversy everywhere, which must 
affect us as it doesall other nations. We are 
‘entitled to the best information we can get on 
the subject. 
take-hereafter under the circumstances which 


‘whioly have heretofore taken 


- debate on this question. Now, I submit that | 
it is scarcely possible for. us to avoid being ` 
affected by the great religious revolution now :' 
lt must in the nature ` 


Whatever action we may have to | 


mustard seed ; the tree grew up in Rome. I do 
not speak of this modern Protestantism which 
came afterward in the fifteenth century. Ido 
not speak of this atheism which comes out of 
Massachusetts. I speak of the old Christian 
system which existed before Protestantism, 
before transcendentalism, before free-lovism 
ever came from the State of Massachusetts. 
The gentleman now will understand what I 
mean. ‘The gentleman has sought to make a 
little diversion, and has diverted me at the 


: same time, 


I wantto make this point here to the House: 
that if they can vote ministers to go to Greece 
and to go to Turkey they certainly might vote 
a minister to hold our flag over the religionists, 


' the artists, the travelers, and the various classes 


of the American people who seek that ancient 
seat of learning, arts, and religion. 
But there is something more in this matter 


` which might be discussed here, if I had time 


may arise I-shall be ready to take my share ` 


i of thé responsibility with the other members 
-of this House. - vo we 


Here the hammer fell, ] 


r. COX. Mr. Chairman, I suppose tech- | 
nically I should antagonize the gentleman from ` 


Massachusetts en this motion, and in order | 


that’ I may submit some remarks I do so on 


| the ground that the amount proposed for the | 


, mission to Rome is not sufficient. 


traveler who wishes to have his country rep- | 


resented there. I hepe this motion, if notin 
this form, will atlast prevail. z . 
The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 46, noes 66. . pe Ma ' : 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York, demanded 
tellers.. i ; : Ey i a i 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Brooxs of 
New York, and Mr. KELSEY, were appointed. 
The committee again divided 
ers reported—ayes 45, noes 71. - 
So the amendment was disagreed to. | 
Mr. BANKS. 


; and the tell- | 


gora aei been mooted very seriously in the ; 
i utility. The House will make a great reform 


I vated against the motion . 


of the gentleman from New York because it - 
embraced a proposition to strike: out Guate- - 


mala. ; 

Mr. COX. Irige toa point of order,. There 
is no amendment. pending. ` 

Mr, BANKS. [ will move an'amendment. 
I move to insert after the word ‘‘ Turkey !* the 
word ‘‘Rome.’’? Guatemala is the State from 
which the Isthmus was settled. Itis the parent 
State of Central America, and if therg:be any 


part of that portion of the world where’ we | 


should send a minister it. should be to. that 
State of Guatemala. 
to the omission of the:representative to some 
ather State than the omission of a representa- 
tive to Guatemala. Now, Mr. Chairman, I 
think there is policy in our being represented 
at Rome. Not to send a representative there 
of this Government, a very large portion of our 
population, in the first place, will feel that.itis 
an intentional disrespect to their -faith ; and I 
would rather not incur any suck ‘suspicion as 
that. Inasmuch as we are represented at other 
States, I think we should be -represented at 
Rome. We should send a minister thére. as 
Well as to other places. : Why send a:minister 
to Turkey and none to Rome? © °):. °° 

Mr. DAWES. Does Rome send ‘any here? 

Mr. BANKS. It is not necessary‘that Rome 
should send any here. 2 


Mr. DAWES, Turkey does, nnd that is the | 
difference. © 22 i 20 F Tan coo oo 
Mr. BANKS... That is not the difference, 


and cannot have any-effect.. . - a 

Mr. DAWES. That is one difference. >- - 
. Mr. BANKS. I-know that; but it is-not a 
difference. I say again, why. should we be 
represented at Turkey, -a State that is disyp- 


pearing from the map of Europe, and refuse to | 


send a. representative to Rome, where just at 
this time are concentrated. the whole religious 
eyes of the world? There is taking place in 
ikat city a great: revolution of the religious 


I would rather consent || 


| nity of civilization. 


It has been 
‘seriously debated, Mr. Chairman, in the Eng- 


lish Parliament by eminent gentlemen whether | 


it would: not be best in this age of steam and 


‘telegraph to wipe out the whole diplomatic |. 
It has given rise in the English Par- |, 


‘system: 


Hament to protracted discussion; and the same ' 


reneh Assembly. The general belief of man 


of the leading men to-day in Europe, as well , 
asin Great Britain, is that it would. be wiser | 


to delegate matters requiring diplomacy to 
special embassies appointed and sent oat from 
‘time tọ- time, thus saving expense, 
ble, and preventing complications. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts 


Rome. 


‘New. York,- [Mr.: Kexspy] includes an em- 
‘bassador to. Greeee; and the. whole of civil- 


ized Europe is’ to-day abusing that most con- 
' ¢émptible of all little, petty, microscopie mon: 

archies, because its authorities cannot: pro- |: 
| tect the erdinary traveler from the brigandage 


of that :clussic land. And the gentleman from 
New York, {Mr. Ketser, | who doubtless voted 
for the Utah bill of the gentleman from: IHi- 
jois, puts in this bill an embassador to Turkey, 
a heathen, Mohammedan, polygamous nation. 
Gentlemen are willing to send our nation to 
Turkey to make its salaam before the sultan, 


| and yet they will not send:a minister to Rome, 
: the mother of Christianity and the mother also 


of art, science, and literature—the represent: 


! ative of all that:is noble in the. past and of 
all that is grèat in the ideas we have to-day | 


growing out of the Christianity which we re- 
vere. et A oar 
‘Mr. HOAR. Wili the 
me for-a question? > - 
Mr. COX. Certainly. ; z 
Mr. HOAR. -I desire to:ask the gentleman 
how he makes it out that Rome is the mother 
of: Christianity? I had thought that it was 
Nazareth... > : a : 
+. Me. COX. 


gentleman yield to 


idid oxpect some good out of 


Nazareth and have got some little ont of Mas: |: 
aachusetts. I will say to the gentleman that `! 


everybody knows that but for the organization 
made'at Rome after the apostles went thither, 
if we are to. believe what we find-in the fathers, 
there would have been fo power in the pro- 


moters of the wew system to go-out amoug the | 
|| nations and bring them within the great frater: | 
Nadareth was but the little || 


to discuss it in the five minutes allowed me. 
What have our ministers done in Great Britain, 
or in France, or in Spain? So far as we can 
estimate their value by their works we might 


; as well do away with all our ministers to the 


! great Powers of Europe. 


Have we obtained 

uba through General Sickles’s manipulation 
of the proud Spanish hidalgo? Havewegotany 
settlement of our Alabama claims by having 
that accomplished scholar, Mr. Motley, in Lon- 
don? Have we obtained even the postal facili- 
ties we wanted with France, with the aid of the 


' distinguished minister now in Paris? I believe 


we had to send a special commissioner there, 


, the Senator from Minnesota, the chairman of 
, the Senate Committee on Postal Affairs, to 


attend to this little postal chore for us. I say 
that our ministers abroad are expensive and 
utterly useless for any purpose of national 


in the right direction if it will wipe out this 
whole appropriation of $142,500 in gold. And 


whenever it is necessary, we can send our 


saving trou- | 


[Mr | 
: Banks} is. in favor of sending a minister to ; 
Very well, so am J, if embassies are | 
|, to be sent to any portion of the world. . Why, 
sir, this bill reported by the gentleman. from ; 
i: Part of the time he was speaking on one side 


i tion with it whatevar.: 


special embassadors abroad for purposes of 
diplomacy or of national aggrandizement. 
(Here the hammer fell. } piana “iy 
Mr. BANKS. .[ withdraw my amendment. 
Mr. DAWES. I renew it. . Mr. Chairman, 
I do not propose to answer the gentleman from 
New York who has jast taken his seat, because 
I do not know-exactly on which side he spoke. 


and part of the time on the other. I am op- 
posed to this: amendment because I do not 
consider that any of the reasons for which min- 
isters are appointed demand the appointment 
of a ministeri to Rome. “When we accredit 
ministers to Turkey, Greece, and other such 
nations, we accredit ministers’ to nations with 
whom we have comméfoial intercourse. With 
Rome there ‘is no such intercourse whatever. 
Rome sends no minister here, It is a Power 
which is unique and sui generis, arid has nothing 
to do with the commercial world at alk . It is 
to agreat extent a religious Power, to whieh we 
never accredit a: minister for any reason what- 
evor; and the ehief ground upor which my 
colleague urges the appointment ig the factthat 
this is aspiritual Power. The oaly-tethod of 

reserving peace and. harmony with such a 

ower is to abstain from all politieal connec- 
Neither: tha Stats De- 
partment nor any other branch -of the Govern- 
ment. suggests the idea of commencing’ anew 
diplomatic relations with . this “Government. 


| We. abolished the. mission” some years ago 
| Heeause it wad. found. entirely useless, and 


/ wholly upon our side, without. reciprocation 
| on their part. I do-not see the: slightest rea- 


son whatever why we should add this amount 
to tha current expenses of the Government. 


! Rome is a place to be visited by then who love 


art and éciencé, and men of taste and culture ; 
it is a place of resort for travelers.: But there 
is no necessity for a minister ar ® consul. at a 
piace wherp the pleasure travel of the world 


centers. ° ste 24 
«Mr, WOOD. Let me ask the gentleman 
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_whether the Jaw creating thia mission has ever 
been repealed? 

Mr. DAWES. There is no law creating any 
of these missions. 

Mr. BANKS. Qh, yes. 

Mr. DAWES. None except the law of 
appropriation bills from time to time. 


| 
| 


r. WOOD. Ibegthe gentleman’s pardon; — 


there is a law creating all these missions. 

Mr. DAWES. The President opens diplo- 
matic relations with any Government whenever 
he can get an appropriation for that purpose. 
It is left with him, as one of the high preroga- 
tives of the Chief Executive, to open or close 
diplomatic relations with any such Government 
until Congress shall interfere. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. POTTER. I entirely agree with the 
views suggested by my colleague from New 
York (Mr. Cox] in respect of the propricty of 
abolishing entirely all these diplomatic agents, 
and whenever the opportunity offers to put 
an end to the entire foreign diplomatic list I 
shall be ready to support its abolition. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] 
tells usthat we send ministers to foreign nations 
in order to aid us in our commercial relations 
with those nations. But I do not understand, 
sir, thatthe ministers to England, or to France, 
or to Austria, or any other great Power are 
of advantage in the development or perfection 
of our commercial relations with those coun- 
tries. Certainly they have none of the sub- 
ordinate duties, the every-day transactions of 
commerce to deal with. e send out for that 
purpose agents called consular agents, who 
discharge, and are competent to discharge 
every duty of that kind that is required. An 
when an occasion for a special commercial 
treaty arises, a special envoy for that purpose 
has usually been sent. 

Now, so far from foreign ministers not being 
required, as the gentleman from Massachu- 
selts suggeats, at capitals where visitors from 
this country congregate, I should be glad to 
know where else they are so much required. 
Pray, what real duty do our ministers discharge 
that is of advantage to the American people 
except so far as they receive and entertain and 
facilitate those of us whom they receive and 
assist when we go to foreign capitals? That 
they do not generally do even thia very hand- 


ideas of national dignity or courtesy, then 
places, the place to keep a minister is Rome, 

‘here our citizens gather each year in crowds. 
There is the capital of that great temporal and 
spiritual Power whose influence reaches to the 
remotest portions of the earth. There is the 
head of that church to which a larger portion 
of our people belong than to any other one 
denomination; and upon every ground of 
courtesy and of facilitating our own people— 
the only grounds upon which foreign min- 
isters seem to be maintained at all—it is to 
Rome, if anywhere, that a minister should be 
sent. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on 
the pending amendment. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Will the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] with- 
draw his amendment? I will renew it. 

Mr. DAWES. I am willing to withdraw 
the amendment. 

Mr. FERRISS. I object to the withdrawal 
of any amendment. Let us do some voting. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Then I move 
to amend the amendment by increasing the 
total amount oppropet by this paragraph 
to $148,000. I do this for the purpose of say- 
ing that I think the argument ofi the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes) developed 
the real sources of the objection to this prop- 
osition when he said that his resistance to it 
was because of the fact that Rome was a spir- 
itual Power. That is the whole secret and 
the whole source of this opposition, and I am 
glad to have so frank an avowal made by him. 

e does not hesitate at all to vote for an 
appropriation to send a minister to Turkey, a 
Power under the authority of the Moslem, 
which is almost altogether a spiritual Power, 
which is quite as much a spiritual Power as is 
Rome, and which is governed as much (if not 
more) 
He ahawe by his very assertions and by his 
actions that in pos of fact he prefers the 
Moslem to the Christian; that Turkey is to 


, him preferableto Rome. And I have no doubt 


somely is not their fault, because we do not i 
give them the means of doing it in a manner | 


creditable to this great country ; and inasmuch 
as they cannot do it very well, and inasmuch 


as I do not think it at all necessary to the dig- © 


nity of the country that any representatives 


shall be kept abroad merely for the sake of | 
‘' gachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] who represents the | 
' Puritan element in this House, from which 
vote for the entire abolition of all our stand- `' 


those of us who travel abroad, I repeat that I 
shall be ready whenever the occasion offers to 


ing diplomatic agencies. 

ndeed, I would like to know of what other 
earthly use than this, which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts disregards the foreign min- 
isters of the present day can be? In medi- 
geval times each kin 
to dwell at the other 

not otherwise teil what might be doing there. 
Weeks or months elapsed in-those days with- 
out communication between nations. And 


armies might be raised and an invading force : 


be got ready to descend upon a nation before 
it would even be heard of. To prevent this, 
and to facilitate and protect its citizens, each 
State kept its representative at the capital of 
other States as a sort of guard and lookout. 
Bat no minister to France or to England, or 


to any other important nation, can now give | 


us here any information of what those coun- 


tries intend. The telegraph each day lays | 


bare the movements of nations to each other 


as they take place, and the real utility of such. 


agents of the Government seems to me to have 
therefore utterly ceased. 

Bat if a minister is to be kept up anywhere 
out of the country, either for the convenience of 
our people who may be visiting there or from any 


‘that is the whole source of the opposition 
' which I am sorry to see has sprung up on the 


other side of this House to the authority of 
Rome, because it is a spiritual Power. Bir, 
Rome is a temporal as well as a spiritual 
Power. There is more business done with the 
city of Rome through the arts and the artists 
of this country than there is with Costa Rica 
and several other countries to which minis- 
ters are sent; more perhaps than with Greece, 
and quite as much as there is with Turkey. 
Now, let me beg the gentleman from Mas- 


element alone springs this opposition to send- `. 


ing a minister to Rome—let me beg of him to 
do as I do myself, throw by my religious edu- 


i cation and look to higher motives and impulses 
_ than that which he has laid down for hisaction ` 


, in this House. 
sent a representative | 
ourts, because he could | 


Sir, it is of the highest im- 
portance to the arts and to the artists of this 
country, as business people and as business meu 
alone, that we should encourage emigration 


| to and immigration from, and constant repre- 
It is the head- i 3 th 
i suming breath of the enlightened opinion of 


sentation at the city of Rome. 
quarters of arts and of artists. There is noth- 


in artistic tastes and in developed artistic tal- 


beautiful sculptures in the galleries of Rome, 
will inspire the artists of our country and en- 
able them to produce those beautiful objects 
of art by which, in the course of time, if the 
taste of our countrymen is cultivated, they 
may become the rivals of those who have con- 
ferred honor upon other countries. 
; as the hammer fell. ] 


r. BINGHAM. I regret very much, Mr. 
| Chairman, that the gentleman from New York 
i [Mr. Brooxs] has seen fit to reply to objections 
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ofall |} made to the proposed amendment to this bill 


by religious authority as Rome is to-day. ` 


by imputing to this side of the House any 
desire to persecute Rome on account of the 
ue religious nolions entertained by the 

ee of the Papal States. It was unworthy of the 
gentleman. Instead of making such an appeal 
as that to passion and prejudice, instead of 
making any such bid as that for the votes of any 
religious sect in America, he would have done 
wellto havetold this House and thecountry what 
occasion there is for any other representative 
of this country at Rome than that which is 
already provided by this bill, This bill makes 
an appropriation for a consul at Rome, and that 
answers at once the suggestion of the gentle- 
man that there is in this bill any intendment, 
even to strike at that people on account of 
their peculiar religious faith. 

Rome, Mr. Chairman, needs no particular 
eulogy at the hands of gentlemen who suppose 
that that particular religious sect supports the 
Democratic organization of this country ; for, 
sir, recent events have shown to reflecting men 
that that power itself is no longer a unit, and 
cannot be. The syllabus recently uttered by 
the head of that organization is a declaration 
of principles which, I venture to say, the gen- 
‘tleman from New York himself dare not in- 

dorse and go home among his people. It is 
an attempt to fetter the freedom of conscience ; 
it is an attempt to fetter the freedom of speech ; 
itis an attempt to fetter the freedom of the 
press; it is an attempt to strike down the ris- 
. Ing antagonism to every despotism on the face 
of the earth, in the form of representative 
government, foremost among the exponents 
_ of which is America, the child and the hope of 
| the earth’s old age. Talk to me at this era of 
history about Rome being the ‘‘ patron of sci- 
ence and the mother of arts!’’ Why, sir, of 
that genius that makes the marble wear the 
divine beauty of life there is more to-day in 
living America than was ever dreamed of in 
: Rome, living or dead. Why, then, talk at this 
day about dignifying that littte principality with 
a resident minister from America? Do not gen- 
` tlemen know that in the light of the teachings 
ofthat foremost of all the men bred in the faith 
of the church of Rome (and [admit she has bred 
: many great and noble men, who knew how to 


, make humanity itself beautiful even amid the 


| 
| 


‘ terrors and tortures of martyrdom,) uttered a 
| word when under the ban of Charles V, and 
: Leo X, and Henry VIII, which reverberates 
| to-day all over Christendom ; I refer, sir, to 

the Augustan monk who found out for himself 
‘and proclaimed to mankind the great central 
‘ truth which to-day possesses the enlightened 

mind of the nineteenth century, that no mitered 

head may, of the grace of God or of divine 
' right, interpose its dark shadow between man 
and his Maker. By that word Martin Luther 


', became the liberator of the human race; it 


‘ had enslaved it. Under the omnipotent 


ing in which this country is more destitute than |, res f 
i! governments, free churches, free schools, free 

ent; and those arts which the great city of | : 

Rome alone can afford, the beautiful pictures | 

| of Raphael and of other immortal painters, the 


I 


i! made the immortal period of human history, 


the reformation, the insurrection of the human 
mind, against the despotism which forcenturies 

n a 
` of that utterance every tyrant, whetherin Rome 
` or out of it, holds to-day the reins of power with 
, a tremulous and unsteady hand; and the day 


i is not far distant when every throne of. power 


shall turn to dust and ashes before the con- 
the civilized world, which declares for free 


ibles, and freemen. . >  - 
The CHAIRMAN. The Green ie i on 
' the amendment to the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Brooxs. | 
r. BROOKS, of New York. Iwill with- 
draw. it. ; ae 
Mr. FERRISS. _I object to its withdrawal. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I-suggest to 
my colleague that he is only losing time by 
objecting. E i 
Mr. FERRISS. 
of any amendments. 
The question being 
ment to the amendment, 


I object to the withdrawal 


taken on the amend- 
-it was not agreed to, 
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Mr. DAWES. I move pro forma, as an 
amendment to the amendment, to make the 
amount of the appropriation $49,000. I wish || 
to say to the gentleman from New York [Mr, |! 
Brooxs] that if he supposed it necessary, in ` 
order to accomplish the purpose of his motion, 
that he should misrepresent the ground of the 
opposition to it, his object will perhaps be ac- 
complished. I certainly based my opposition 
upon no such ground as the peculiar religious 
tenets of the Power to which a minister is pro- 
posed to be sent. The gentleman from New 
York, fearing, I suppose, that his motive in 
making the motion might be misunderstood or ` 
overlooked by those for whose benefit he made 
it, has insisted upon trying to fasten on those 
who oppose it some special antipathy to a par- 
ticular creed. 

The gentleman says that he has laid aside his 
religious character in coming here and assum- 
ing that of a Representative. Mr. Chairman, . 
I have not found it necessary, in the course of 
public duty which I have pursued here, to lay | 
aside any religious tenets that I may have enter- : 
tained. If the gentleman has found it neces- 
sary to do so, the more isthe pity. [Laughter. ] 
If any past political antagonism on his part 
against the whole class of those who hold the 
religious tenets about which he discourses so 
zealously to-day has imposed on him a neces- 
sity now to do ‘* works meet for repentance” |: 
I have the advantage of him in that respect. I 
never belonged to any Know-Nothing organiza- 
tion; I never proclaimed that it was demanded 
by the genins or the safety of this nation to put 
down foreigners or those of any particular reli- ` 
gious tenets. Therefore I do not find it neces- 
sary to lay aside my religious creed or to do 
violence to the principles or theory of the Gov- 
ernment in order to arraign any such absurdity 
as tbat. I put it, sir, upon other grounds. I[ | 
do not care to compare this Power about which |; 
we have been talking with the sultan of .Tur- ; 
key, however my friend over the way may find 
it necessary to hold up to his constituents his 
admiration of the religious tenets and his new- 
born zeal for that religion. 

Now, what I propose to consider is the reason 
which lies at the bottom of sending a minister 
anywhere and to see whether it exists in refer- 
enceto Rome. Ithink I stand upon no such slip- 
pery ground, or live in no glass house in ref- ` 
erence to Rome as renders it necessary for me ` 
to proclaim any love for this old chureh or any | 
hatred for it now or at any other time in my | 
political life. It is because I do not find any | 
such necessity as that embarrassing me, I think | 
I can look calmly at this question of sending 
a minister to Rome, and just as calmly as I can 
look at the question of sending a minister 
to England or the German States. It never 
occurred to me, although my friend’s religious || 
education was the same as mine, and although | 
he has the misfortune to have as much of the | 
Puritan in his blood and in his character as I |; 
have; I say I have not found it necessary to |: 
leave them and take in any new life, or any |. 
new creed. I go according to what my ideas , 
may be of the propriety of sending a minister | 
to this city without any trembling or any appre- 
hension whatever on that score. 

(nere the hammer fell. ] f 

fr. COVODE. Mr. Chairman, I wished || 
to make a few remarks on this subject at the | 
conclusion of the speech of the gentleman from | 
New York, but I was then deprived of that | 
opportunity by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts getting the floor. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts has answered him; but he has 
not according to my judgment. exactly done so 
in the right way. ‘The gentleman from Massa- | 
chusettsraysthat henever wasa Know-Nothing. | 
Now, I wasa Know-Nothing, and when I was |) 
taking my lessons in Know-Nothingism the gen- I 
tleman from New York [Mr. Brooxs] was our 
great head-center. [Laughter.] He was the 
man who edited a paper to light us on the way. 
He was after the Catholics then; but he has 
got now into a locality where he wants Catholic 


i 
ji 


it 
f 


making the amount $144,000. 


‘| that faith in pain and in distress. 
nothing in his record or his history, public or | 
private, that would lead me or any one else to | 
suppose that Catholics were ever objects of his | 
; tenderness, charity, or kindness. Consequently, | 

I was not surprised to hear his fierce and bitter ; 


| reason. 


votes. I do not know why it is he has changed 
so materially and taken sides opposite to those 
which he formerly held in thus bringing up 
this religious question here now in this country 


;. by asking the establishment of this foreign 


mission at Rome. Ido not know, unless it is 
because the great council has assembled at 


. Rome and proclaimed to. thé world the infalli- 


bility of the Pope, and the gentleman from 


New York wants to take shelter under his. 


wings and be saved hereafter. 

Mr. DAWES. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I renew it. 

Mr. FERRISS. I object to the withdrawal 
of the amendment. 

The amendment was disagreed: to. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I move to amend by 
Now, Mr. 
Chairman, as an evidence of the fairness with 
which the distinguished gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] nearly always conducts 
debate on this floor, I desire to state that he and 
every other gentleman here has heard the gen- 


(Laughter. } 


tleman from New York [Mr. Brooxs] more | 


than once disclaim the imputation which the 


‘gentleman from Massachusetts has just now 


made against him. We have all heard him 


declare that he never was a Know-Nothing, . 


and that he had never been in a Know-Nothing 
lodge. Thegentleman from Massachusetts has 
heard this disclaimer from the lips of the gen- 
tleman from New York no less than three times, 


| to my certain recollection. Yet he again brings | 
| in that often-refuted allegation and still claims | 


credit for candor in debate. 


The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. + 
: Dawes] says he has not laid aside his religion. ' 
: If he brought any with him here of that kind ` 


which the Saviour exemplified when on earth— 


‘ the religion of charity, kindness, forbearance, 


and fair-dealing with his fellow-men—he cer- 
tainly has not very strikingly exhibited it. 
he has any religion on this floor it must be 
of that kind which he inherits from his ances- 


. tors who burned the witches of Massachusetts. 


Not only that; but I presume he brings. here 
on his religious raiment the reflected glare of 
the burning convents which the Know-Noth- 
ings set on fire in his State in 1854 and 1855. 

Sir, this is an outburst of the old Know- 


Nothing spirit that tore down and burned con- |: 


vents, sacked Catholic churches, and would 
have tortured Catholics at the stake as readily 


as in old times they burned the witches of New. ;, 


England had they dared to have done so. It 
shall go to the country that the Government 


of Rome is not allowed a minister from this ` 


Government: because of its religious tenets, its 
religious faith. 


secution and bigotry may be branded again by 
the people as it has been in times past. 

The declamation of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Bineuam] did not at all surprise me. 


ship for Catholics, for Catholic churches, or 
for the Catholic religion. I had noreason to be- 
lieve that his heart was ever tender toward that 
memberhood. I had no reason to believe that 


his charity ever extended toward one of them , 


in suffering or in sorrow; that he ever wept 
over one in chains and. in misery; that he ever 
obeyed -one precept of Christ toward one of 


declamation against Rome.. : 
- And what is Rome? 


beauty, and of ancient glory now expired. She 


: is a Government upon this earth... And when | 
: you single her out and make her an exception, ` 
i declaring that you will hold only inferior dip- , 


lomatic relations with her, it must be for a 
There is no reason in her past history. 


I withdraw the amendment. | 


If. 


It shall go abroad from these . 
Halls in order that the spirit of religious per- | 


I 4 
had no reason to believe that he had friend- | 


There is , 


I care not-whether she 
is the seat of learning or the seat of empire. ; 
I care not whether she is the seat of art, of ` 


It is so full of glory that the children at the 
schools speak of it, and the venerable gray- 
headed professors speak of it, and the learned 
savans throughout the earth speak ofher ancient 
renown. IJt*can be, in no respect, because of 
the past that this exception is made. The 
country of the Cæsars and of Cicero certainly 
commends itself so far as its history is con- 
cerned. It is its present attitude before the 
world, it is its religious aspect, that is assailed 
‘| here. And the American Government, if this 
thing shall be done, will be pointed at in deris- 
ion over the whole earth as sundering diplo- 
matic relations with a Government simply 
because of its religious faith. 

Gentlemen on the other side may flatter 
themselves that they have the negro vote of 
: this country to enable them to dispense with 
_ the vote of the foreigner. In my own State it 
` is said, ‘‘ Let the Irish go, let the Dutch go; 
‘ we have the negroes in their place.” Never 
: did that party love the foreigner, more espe- 
|; cially the foreigner of the Catholic faith. 

On the ist day of April last, according to 
| the report of the Secretary of State, there were 
| seventeen American citizens languishing in 
' British prisons. If they were not Irish and 
, of the Catholic religion they would be rescued. 
Your whole foreign policy is contemptible. 
. Your flag is not respected. As I speak here, 
men who shed their blood for the Union, who 
fought in all our battles, are serving out in 
British prisons terms of ten and fifteen years, 
because of words spoken on American soil, 
© because of no acts done within British juris- 
diction. And here you sit doing nothing, and 
your Secretary of State sits unmoved, and 
your President, with all his military prowess, 
‘18 indifferent and does nothing to vindicate the 
‘honor of the flag for which these men shed 
their blood. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

, Mr. BINGHAM. Mr, Chairman, I think 
'| that the learned gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 

Vooruexs, | with all his gifts of intellect, might 
| have furnished some kind of reasons for chang- 
u ing this proposed appropriation from a con- 
' gulate at Rome to a resident minister other 
| than assuming that power which belongs alone 
to the Deity to sit in judgment upon my mo- 
tives of conduct, public and private, in viola- 
` tion of the rules of this House and the rules 
' which ought to obtain among gentlemen. I 
would like to know by what assumed author- 
ity or by what conferred authority, whether 
'i he derives it from Rome or elsewhere, the. 
gentleman undertakes to say that I never felt 
for the Catholic any of that charity, which is 
the divinest of all the graces. Does the gen- 
tleman propose to-day to constitute himself 
a father confessor? Does he propose to-day 
to assume to himself the functions of Peter, 
and to clutch in his hands the keys which 
are to open or to shut for me the gates of, 
deliverance? There. was nothing that was 
uttered by me on this occasion, nothing that 
has ever been uttered by. me on any occasion, 
no vote ever given by me that justified any such 
imputation or any such intimation. Without 
. making the slightest boast about it, I beg leave 
to say that it was my good fortune, as it was 
doubtless the good fortune of the gentleman 
himself, to be reared in the belief that men 
should help one- another. Iam not aware 
that the poor were ever turned away from my 
doorempty. I am not aware.that I was behind 
the gentleman, or any one else not influenced 
by any mere personal considerations, when a 
calamity swept over a large area of our com- 
‘| mon country, equal in extent to the State which 
I have the honor in part to represent here, to 
send succor and relief to the sufferers, without 
inquiring whether they were of my religious 
belief or not, whether they were of my political 
faith or not. i 5 

I took occasion to say, when I spoke upon 
this question before, that I repelled for myself, 
‘| and for those that-I represent, the assertion 
|| made by the gentleman from New York [Mr, 
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Brooxs} that this resistance to changing the 
representative of the United States at Rome 
from a consul to a resident minister was on 
the ground of any hostility to the utmost free- 
dom of religion in Rome or elsewere. Isay 
now tothe gentleman, and I say it to every 
gentleman who does me the honor to listen to 


my poor words, that it is with me a conviction |: 


as strong as knowledge, that religious belief, of 
whatever character, ought to be tolerated, that 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 19, 


touching my feelings toward any portion of 


the human race were simply gratuitous, made 
no doubt in the heat and excitement of the 
moment, in the interests of party, and not in 
that broad catholic spirit which usually char- 
acterizes the utterances of that gentleman. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted 


on the amendment, and on the amendment to 


error itself ‘‘ may be tolerated,” in the words ` 
of the foremost Democrat-of America, ‘‘where `; 
; renew it. 
` Mr. FERRISS. I object to withdrawing any ` 


reason is left free to combat it.” 


. I did say something here, however, whichthe | 


gentleman has not seen fit to reply to, and I 


challenge him here and now to reply to it, that 
the syllabus but recently issued with the sanc- | 


tion and under the direction of the ruler, tem- 


poral and spiritual, of the see of Rome strikes ` 


at freedom of conscience, strikes at religious 
freedom, strikea at the freedom of represent- 
ative government, strikes at the right of the 
people to establish and maintain for them- 
selves a government—in short, strikes at all 
the udvanced and accepted ideas of the nine- 
teenth century. I said then, and I repeat it 
now, that I did not believe any gentleman on 
the other side of the House would dare this 
day to republish that syllabus and declare that 
he accepted it as his creed, either moral or 
politieal. I assigned it as a reason, among 


others, why, in view of this fact, that this sylla- | 


bus divides that ancient church itself, arraying 
against it some of the first intellects acknow!- 
edging its authority, and to-day representing 


this country in that great council at Rome, we :: 


should not consider it important to dignify 
Rome at present with any bigher representative 
than aconsul. And the gentleman makes that 
an oceasion for assailing me as having no 
charity ! 


Let some one of that order of people who || 


acknowledge the obligations of this syllabus, 
and who accept the dogma that. now shakes 


that organization from its center to its found» | 


ation, the iofallibility of the visible head of 
the church, say as much for the freemen of 
America as I have said, that they have a right 
to think for themselves and speak for them- 
selveg in matters civil as well as religious. I 


pore that he himself accepts auy such creed’ 
or himself. I beg him to underatand that I 


will allow no man to impose any such creed | 
on me, and I trust that by the grace of God I | 
i; from Indiane (Mr. Voornses] about the State 


will have the manhood here and everywhere 
to stand for those free principles of intellect 


and of conscience out of which has sprung this | 


last, greatest; noblest empire among mon. In 
making the rematks I did E said what was 
allowable to be said, I think, taking care to 
discriminate between the bigoted, fanatical 
religious zealots of that church ‘and the great 
and gifted meri who have adorned by their 
lives, and adornéd as well by their deaths; 
humanity itself. i : 

That is what I said; and yet the gentleman 
says that I have no charity. Why, sir, count- 
ing myself the humblest being withif: these 


walls, I have eharity enough to know, what- 
has come to be understood by the intelli: i 
gent head and the living heart of men the | 
world over, that beneath the heavens there is || 


nothing so divine as humanity itself, whether it | 


be clothed in the faith of the Catholic or in the 
faith of the Protestant. I beg leave further to 
say to the gentleman that J have read the story, 
and been taught it at my mother’s knee, as he 
doubtless hug been, of that Divine Being who 
has ziven to the world what is ere long to be 


the acknowledged moral constitution of men | 


and of nations. appreciate all His lessons of 


humanity; I appreciate all his lessons of char- | 


ity, according to the measure of that reason 
with which it has pleased the Good Father to 
‘endow me; and I bow as humbly: before all 
the teachings of Him who shed majesty over 
the manger and the straw as does the gentle- 


i, inside of a Know-Nothing lodge. 
i to be so; I have always taken it to beso. But 


the amendment. 


the amendment will be withdrawn, and I will 


amendment. 


to the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

. Mr. KELSEY. I ask unanimous consent 
that all debate upon the pending paragraph 
may be closed in ten minutes. 

Mr. DAWES. I move toamend the amend- 
ment by making the total amount appropriated 


by this paragraph $141,000. I do not desire `: 


| to continue this debate, because I think enough 
has already been said to demonstrate the mo- | 


tive which prompted the original amendment, 
and the purpose of it as well as the occasion 
for it. ee 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Voor- 
HEES) will have no personal discussion with 
me; I have no personal defense to make to 


| 


| The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman declines 
t 


to yield, and must not be interrupted. 
| Mr. DAWES. I am reminded also of 
' another matter, which, I suppose, instead of 
wounding the national pyide of my friends on 


: the other side, is perhaps a reason why they 
l are so anxious to send a minister to Rome. 


The fact that this Power took sides with the 
enemies of our country in the late war, and 


. recognized the southern confederacy, is a fact 
Mr. DAWES. .I hope the amendment to — 


equally powerless, I presume, with every other 


' national consideration, to deter our friends on 


the other side from renewing diplomatic rela- 
tions with this Power, Such relations have 


: . been suspended for years under a Democratic 
The question was taken upon the amendment - 


Administration; but now, when we have come 
into power, my friend from Indiana proclaims 
aloud, “I propose to brand it upon the Re- 
publican party that they refuse to do what was 
“not done in the last Administration, reuew 
- diplomatic relations with this Power, and re- 


': fuses because of its peculiar religious tenets.” 


No advocate of this mission has placed the 


© matter upon the ground on which the continu- 


ance of our missions to other nations is based. 
In support of this proposition not a word 
has been uttered which would support the con- 
‘tinuance of any other mission. This whole 


" movement is based upon the prime motive, 


anything he may have said. In reply to what ; 
` he has said about my want of charity toward 
' the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs, ] 
' I will barely say that I have, as he has said, 
heard the gentleman from New York declare . 


I take that 


it never altered the facts, nor does it now re- 
quire » particle of modification of anything I 
have said. The gentleman from Indiana knows 
as well as does ih 

that the gentleman from New York has been 
an advocate of that political doctrine. 


Mr. DAWES. His paper was the organ of 


ihe party, and while it was in power he en- | 
| deavored to obtain all the benefit he could 


; | from it, and keep his head at the rame time 
will not do the gentleman the injustice to sup- | 


out of the halter. And therefore it is that 


. whenever the gentleman has the opportunity 


he makes haste to do works meet for repent- 
ance. 
In regard to the remarks of the gentleman 


of Massachusetts, the burning of convents and 
the burning of witehes, he may indulge in 
them as much as he pleases; he will not pro- 
voke me to make any reply in words. That 
ig an old story, all worn out long ago. 


ister resident at. Rome. 


eapital with a particular religious sect. 

propose to pat out of. mind all that kind of 
talk. 
miud, although I do not suppose they care 


anything about it, that Rome has shut us ont 


of religious worship according to our own 


© on three several occasions that he never was | 


e gentleman from New York ` 


which is too manifest, too transparent to de- 
ceive for a moment the American people. 
Gentlemen on the other side will have the 
benefit of this; and I do not desire to detract 
an atom from apy advantage they may expect 
in that regard. I accord to them the entire 
benefit which they seek. But for myself I pre- 
fer a consistent, straightforward course without 
. regard to anything of that kind. When my 
. duty prompts me to introduce a proposition to 
reéstablish this mission I shall do so; while 
my duty requires me to oppose its reéstablish- 
ment I shall oppose it. 
Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Chairman, I think 
the House will bear me witness that I do not 


' often seek the floor; and itis not with pleas- 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Thatis notso. . 


I pro- .. 
pose rather to discuss the necessity of a min- 
I propose to pass , 
by all that gentlemen upon the other side feed | 
upon, the opportunity to make a little political ;: 


But F ask the gentlemen to bear in | 


ure that I seek it now. I think the House will 


|, bear me witness also that since my entrance 


into the present Congress I have sought to 


| maintain kindly relations with my fellow-mem- 


' bers; and I wish no one to suppose that I have 
, desired to cast into the current of debate to-day 
‘an element of anger or bad feeling. But the 
| gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Brncuam,] whom 
| I know in his private relations to be one of the 
kindest of men, forgets what he says when he 
is on his feet. In his reply to me a moment 
ago he forgot that in his first speech he stated 
in the most scornful manner that we on this 
side were seeking to make political capital; he 
forgot that he had impugned our motives by 
wholesale. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow 


me—— 

Mr. VOORHEES. If it does notcome out 
of my time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ido not want it to come 
out of the gentleman’s time. 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 


| from Indiana yield ? 


tehets within: the walls of that city, and com- , 


pelled the American residents there to go out- 


side of her walls to worship God according to . ‘ l 
yield. In what I am now saying I speak in no 


the dictates of their own consciences. I sup- 
pose that is nothing to the gentlemen on the 


|| other sida; they do not care anything about . 
ii that. Any indignity which this Power may 


heap upon American citizens because of their 


religious sentiments does not wound the ne- : 


tional pride of my friend from Indiana, (Mr. | 


Voonness. } He rises above all such consid- 
erations. 

Mr. COX: Let me say a word just here. 
The statement of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts about—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 


r i from Massachusetts yield ? 
‘man from Indiana. His remarks, therefore, ji 


Mr. DAWES. No, sir; I do not. 


i 
| 
t 
l 
| 
i 


| 


|, relations to mankind too well, 


Mr. VOORHEES. I will, on thecondition 
that it shall not come out of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no power 
to make such an arrangement. : 

Mr. VOORHEES. ‘Then I must decline to 


' špirit of harshness toward the gentleman from 
' Ohio ; but it must be remembered that in all 


' deliberative bodies where blows are given on 


' one side men are usually provoked to give 
blows in return. 
And what I said in regard to the gentleman 
from Ohio I think is strictly true. So far as 
` know his relation and dealings with the church 
_of Rome and its membars I have not misrep- 
‘resented him. I said it with no personal un- 
kindness. I did not suppose for a moment that 


” he would not be charitable and open-handed in 


I know his private 


| ges Sas Š 
h fts to the suffering. 
pears i s and he need not 
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have taken five minutes of the precious time 
of this House on that point. Butif he expects 
us on this side of the House to allow what he 
has said of our plea for religious toleration, 
for religious liberty, to go unanswered, he is 
mistaken. ` 

Now, in regard to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Dawers.] He says he can 
have no personal controversy with me. Why, 


sir, I am not seeking any with him. I sought ` 


none at all. x 
the repeated denials of the gentleman from 


that I thought it an unfair mode of debate ; 


I simply reminded him that after | Rome because of the necessity of cultivating © 


been taken, that I rose to advocate the motion 
at all. The committee will also bear me wit- 
ness that when I did address the committee I 
said nothing of a religious character—nothing 
of a nature calculated to excite prejudice, pas- 


| sion, or religious feeling; and that when I rose 
‘to offer some remarks I placed the whole 


advocacy of my proposition on the ground of 
the temporal power and relations of Rome. 
advocated an appropriation for a mission to 


p ls of i | art in the United States. 
New York, made in his hearing, he had no ` 
right to come in here and renew that charge; | 


and inasmuch as the floor was accorded to me, ` 
and not to the gentleman from New York, I ` 


pleasure, to 


felt it was my duty, asit was my 
have scraped 


set that matter right. He says 


together old charges against Massachusetts. . 


He does not deny that the witches were burned. 
Perhaps he represents the district where they 
were turned to ashes ; I do not know how that 
may be. I am told that his colleague [Mr. 
BUTLER] represents that district. Let them 
divide the honor between them. Further 
than that, he does not deny they burned con- 
vents of Sisters of Charity in his State; and 
all the defense he vouchsafes to make is that 
itis an old story. 
anda mean one. It gets no better by time. 
Age does not improve it. 
deepen and blacken on the pages of his- 


tory, and grow deeper and blacker as time | 


goes on. 

When gentlemen representing communities 
who have thus signalized their bigotry come 
here to put their bigotry into practical action, 


by refusing a mission to Rome for no other | 


reason than because of her religious faith, I 


vious history. A word more in reply to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. He misstates 
facts. He saysthe Democratic party suspended 
diplomatic relations with Rome. It is not so. 
It is known in and out of the House that a law 
exists to-day on the statute-book for a mission 


to Rome, and yoa of the Republican party have | 


simply cut off the appropriations, which pre- 
vents the execution of the law. That was 
done in the Vhirty-Kighth or Thirty-Ninth 
Congress by the votes of Republicans, and by 
noone else. It is on your skirts, and not on 
ours. 
have to go outside of Rome to worship. Now, 
sir, I have here beside me more than one, yes, 
more than five living witnesses who have visited 
Rome, and who say that is not true; that they 
worshiped in Minister King’s house in Rome 
as a Protestant congregation. Mr. King him- 
self denied. this calumny on the Government 
of Rome at the time it was made. Ifthe gen- 
tleman is well informed, as I know he is, in 
regard to public affairs, he knows that the min- 
ister himself made this denial. The gentleman 
ought not to have made this statement. 

In connection with this question of worship 
I must refer to another remark which fell from 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Bincuam.] 
He asked me what I had to say about a sylla- 
bus which had been promulgated. Am I here 
to argue points of doctrine with the gentle- 
man? I knew when he got on his feet that he 


would run into all sorts of fine-spun theories. | 


What care I what sort of syllabus the Pope of 
Rome has promulgated? What care I what 
creed or mode of faith he has laid down for 
his followers? It is his right to announce what 
syllabus he pleases to his flock, and their right 
to receive it. . : 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Chair- 
man, the committee will bear me witness that 
when I rose originally to introduce the prop- 


osition now under discussion I did not accom- | 
pany it with any remarks. I purposely refrained | 


from doing 80, lest it might excite passion and 
prejudice. It was not until opposition had been 
made to what was proposed, and a division had 
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Those acts will | 


Yes; it is an old story |: 


The gentleman says that Protestants |. 


We have here the most magnificent physical : 


t . . . . . . 
: creations in railroads, in bridges, in structures 


: of all kinds. 
. coarser manufactures. 


We have a superiority in all the 
But it is evident to 
every one thatin the higher and finer branches 
of art we are behind other countries. 


its embellishments of art, its statuary, its fres- 
coes, its pictures, &c., we confess our inferior- 
ity to foreigners by employing them to do the 


work. And why is it that we are inferior to ; 


foreign nations in this respect? It is because 
we have not afforded sufficient opportunities 


or encouragement to our own countrymen to |: 
: cultivate the arts in foreign lands. The neces- | 


| sity for this cultivation was one of the reasons 


why I advocated this amendment. 

Yor this the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Dawes] has chosen to assail me in two 
ways: first, because of my religious character or 
want of religious character, and next he charged 


me with a political affiliation with the Know- | 


Nothing party. Sir, let me say thatthough born 
in New England, and raised in New England 


and proud of New England, I never, never was | 


a Puritan. And, thank God! not a drop of 


: Puritan blood flows in my veins. Iwas of Bap- 


‘lieved in them. 


ason thar : I i! tist birth and Beene origin, and my hostility to 
think it quite fair to remind them of their pre- | 


the Puritans of New England has arisen from 
the fact that my ancestors on my maternal 


side were driven out of Massachusetts by force | 
and violence because they were Baptists. This |; 


circumstance furnishes to a large extent the 
explanation of my feelings and of the remarks 
which I often make on the floor of this House, 


not of hostility to New England, but of hos- - 
ersecuting spirit of the <, 


tility to the violent 
Puritan element of New England. 
As regards the Know-Nothing party, I have 


i said over and over. again on the floor of this 


House that I never was in the Know-Nothing 
arty, that I never belonged to the Know- 
othing party in any shape or. form whatso- 

ever. I never advocated their principles; I 

deprecated the agitation of them; I never be- 

uring a large portion of the 
time covered by that unhappy agitation I was 
not here in this country. T was abroad at the 
time, journeying far and wide in foreign lands. 

And yet the gentleman from Massachusetts, 

who has heard my reply to attacks directed 

against me on this ground in the form of a 

direct denial of the charges, reiterates those 

attacks to-day, and when contradicted reiter- 
ates them again in another shape. 


Has the gentleman from Massachusetts no | 
sense of propriety? Has the gentleman from | 
Massachusetts no sense of shame? Has the i| 
gentleman from Massachusetts any proof for | 
these reiterated—I will not say, falsehoods, for i 


that is not a parliamentary word, but I will 
leave a blank in the sentence, for the House 
to imagine with what word I would fill it, if 
it were within the bounds of parliamentary 
law. Sir, the honorable gentleman from 


Massachusetts knew full well when he reiter- i; 
ated that untruth upon the floor of this House ; 


that he was reiterating an untruth, and why 
he chooses to reiterate it over and over again 


| I leave it to his conscience and to the House | 
| to decide. l 
The question was taken on Mr. Dawes’s | 


amendment; and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. ORTH. I move, pro forma, to amend i 
Mr. Chair- `i 
man, the debate upon these amendments has '' 


so as to make the sum $142,800. 


taken rather a wide and extraordinary range; 


I í 


of ar! 2 Even ; 
in this magnificent building—our Capitol—in |; 


but I think every impartial observer upon 
this floor will ccncur with me when I say 
that the religious aspect given to it came from 
the other side of the House. Now, sir, I am 
opposed to reéstablishing this mission at Rome 
irrespective ofany question ofreligion, because, 
first, in truth and in fact, Romeis no ‘“‘ Power” 
in the sense as applied to nations; secondly, 
because we have no commerce and no political 
relations whatever wit? Rome, and hence there 
is no necessity whatever of spending six or 
seven thousand dollars upon such proposed 
mission. I may also add there are Govern- 
ments in Europe more important in point of 
population and more important in point of 
commerce than Rome to which we never have 
sent and do not contemplate sending diplo- 
matic representatives. ‘These were the reasons 
and the only reasons that were urged against 
| the proposition ọn this side of the House. 

The other side of the House, for purposes 
well known to themselves, for purposes that 
will be known and appreciated by the country, 
have sought to give this question a political 
aspect with reference toa large and respectable 
religious sectin this country ; and, sir, lam well 
satisfied that religioussect will not thankthem 
for thus needlessly dragging their church into 
this discussion. ‘They will regard it and the 
country will regard itas a weak and puny effort 
to gain partisan power and friendship among 
i the members of that church. The reasons 
I have stated induced Congress five years ago 
to discontinue this mission, and I know of 
: nothing which should cause a reversal of that 
action. Rome has never had any intercourse 
of this character with us as a nation; never in 
all her past history. We have a consul residing 
| there, vested with sufficient authority to attend 
to the various wants of the comparative few 
' Americans who visit the ‘‘ Ancient City” for 
purposes of business or pleasure. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I should not have taken 
part in this debate but for a remark that fell 
from the lips of my colleague, [Mr. Voor- 
HEES.] I would be derelict to the Republic- 
ans of my district and of the State at large if 
I did not seize the earliest opportunity to say 
that that remark was without foundation and 
unworthy to be uttered upon the floor of this 
House. The language to which I refer, fur- 
nished to me by the reporters, is this: ‘(In my 
own State it is said, ‘Let the Irish go, let the 
Dutch go, we have got the negroes in their 
' places.’’? “Itis said!’? Who said it? Any 
| Republican from Indiana in Congress or out 
of Congress? If my colleague is within the 
sound of my voice I will yield to him to inform 
this House as to what the authority is upon 
which he makes that charge. 

Mr. VOORHEES. The gentleman knows 
the authority just as well as I do. 

Mr. ORTH. No, Ido not; I yield to ascer- 
tain the authority. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It is the current col- 
umns of the newspapers of both parties in 
Indiana. 

Mr. ORTH. Mr. Chairman, I grant you 
that it is in the current columns of one class 
of partisan newspapers in my State, those rep- 
resenting the political party to which my col- 
league belongs; but I will yield-to the gen- 
| tleman again if he will name a single Repub- 
| lican paper among the one hundred published 
in my State that has ever uttered or indorsed 
such a sentiment. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Undoubtedly they would 
deny it, just as old Know-Nothings deny their 
former principles upon this floor. 

Mr. ORTH. Ihave given my colleague an 
opportunity to farnish to the House the author- 
ity for the charge that he has made here. Sir, 
it is base and groundless. Taken in connec- 
tion with the preceding sentence, what does 
the gentleman mean by it when he says, ‘‘It is 
said?’ He said, ‘‘Gentlemen on the other 
side flatter themselves that they have the negro 
vote of this country to enable them to dis- 
i| pense with the votes of the foreigners;’’ and 
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then he proceeds: “In my own State it is 
gaid,” &e. Now, sir, that gentleman knows 
ns well as I do that in the ranks of the Re- 
publican party are found some of the most 


| ie 
, saw the error and wic 


intelligent Germans and some of the most | 
a 


intelligent Irishmen in the State. Ie knows 
that there are to be found in my town and in his 
own, men of the highest character and respect- 
ability belonging to the German and Irish 
nationalities who are hearty workers in the 
Republican cause, and have been so, and most 
emphatically so, since the first gun was fired at 
Sumter for the destruction of this Government. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Allow me to ask a 
question. 

Mr. ORTH. I cannot yield further out of 
my five minutes. I have given my colleague 
every opportunity to furnish his authority for 
the statement he has made here. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I want to ask the gen- 


tleman how many Know-Nothing lodges he | 


has organized. 

Mr. ORTH. I cannot yield, and will not be 
thus diverted from my purpose. Sir, this state- 
ment of the gentleman is intended to go home 
to be retailed by the cross-roads and grocery 
politicians of Indiana. They are to howl out 
that their Representative in Congress [Mr. 
Voornees] has said so and so, and of course 
it must be true. They will prove it to beso 
by simply reading his speech as published in 
the Globe. They will declare that the Repub- 
licans of Indiana, false to themselves, false to 
the noble men of Irish and German blood who 
have stood by them throughout the trying con- 
test of the last ten years, now say, ‘ Go, you 
Datchmen; go, you Irishmen; we have ne- 
groes enough now to do without you.” My 
colleague doubtless fancied that by this un- 
jest attack he and his friends might induce 
a few voters to desert their present party affil- 
iation; but let me assure him that he is count- 
ing without his host. 


Í have felt that it was due to the Repubkcans ' 
of Indiana of foreign birth thatthis much should ; 


be said by me. 
[Mr. Voornees] an opportunity to state his 


authority for the assertion he has made here. | 


He has referred me to the newspaper press. : 
I grant you that the Democratic press may | 
have made such statements; but I repeat that | 


no man belonging to the Republican party, in 


Congress or out of it, here or elsewhere, no | 


newspaper of any kind advocating the princi- 
ples of the Republican 
any such statement; an 
aspertion made by my colleague, [Mr. Voor- 
HEES, ] who has taken upon himself thus to 
stigmatize the party that has had the control 
of the government of his native State in their 
hands for the last ten years, and which has in 
all respects been faithful to the best interests 
of our common constituency. 
Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. HOAR. Mr. Chairman, I am sorry to 


` with the words of Christian charity on his lips, 


or twenty persons of both sexes for the alleged 
crime of witcheraft. But it is also true that 
first among men the people of Massachusetts 

edness of what they had 
done in that regard. It was their love of jus- | 
tice and their intelligence which first exposed |; 
the error and wickedness of punishing human | 
beings for that alleged crime. The ministers .: 
of the Gospel, the witnesses, and the counsel | 
formed almost a penitential procession, and 
asked pardon of God and of their neighbors 
for having done those things. 

The distinguished chiefjustice, Sewell, stood 
up in his place in the house of God, with bared 
head, and acknowledged that as an error 
which his contemporary, Sir Matthew Hale, 
failed to see the wickedness of while he pre- - 
sided over the courts of England. And in a 
diary kept by Chief Justice Sewell, opposite 
the record of those trials, are to be found these 
words of Latin interjection and sorrow, Vel: 
ve! re!l’—woel woe! woe! Itistrue that all |: 
mankind punished witchcraft, and Massachu- 
setts fora time shared in the errorand delusion ; 
but it is also true that first of all mankind 
the people of Massachusetts saw the error and 
the crime, and repented. Now, sir, who is he, 


‘who stands up here, two hundred years after 


these things occurred, and taunts his ancestors 
and mine 

Mr. VOORHEES, Not mine. 

Mr. HOAR——with a crime which they so 
nobly repented of? 

Mr. Chairman, it is not true that in the year 
1854 or 1855 anybody within the limits of Mas- 
sachusetts burned a Catholic convent or a 
Catholic institution of learning. In 1834, thirty- 
six years ago, a rumor spread one evening 
through the streets of Boston of some terrible 
cruelty said to have been practiced by the 
Catholics in the neighboring convent of Charles- 


‘town upon some young women who had been 


I have given my colleague ; 


li to the authorities which have punished it. 


placed there. A mob was raised; and some 
wicked men, such as are always found in large 
cities, set fire to that convent. What did Mas- 
sachusetts do? She arrested, tried, sentenced, 
and punished the criminals; and the crime is 
no more to be imputed to her than any crime 
that ever has been committed within the limits 
of any civilized community is to be imputed © 


Tt is true also that in the year 1855 the peo- 


': ple of Massachusetts shared the prevailing delu- | 


pay: has ever made | 
thus I dispose of the | 


prolong this debate, but I should be false to | 


the trust which my constituents have delegated |! 


to me if I suffered the aspersions which the 
distinguished gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Vooraess] has allowed himself to utter upon 
the fair fame of the State which I have the 
honor in part to represent to pass without 
some answer from me. The gentleman has 
charged that the State of Massachusetts, in her 


convents of the Catholics and Sisters of Charity, 
witbin herborders. Sir, both of those charges 
are utterly false. No human being was ever 
burned at the stake within the limits of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Mr. VOORHEES. That is not true. 
Mr. HOAR. It is true that two hundred 
ears ago, when the whole civilized world 
believed that witchcraft was a crime, following 
the law as they received it from the mother 
country, on the authority of certain passages 
in the Old Testament, the courts of Massachu- 
setts did condemn and execute some nineteen 


: wealth of 
| over, determined that such a measure of exclu- 


i| men, although they differ from the great body | 
early history, burned witches at the stake, and | 
that in the years 1854 and 1855 she burned i 


: doctrines of civil liberty to which through all 


| 
: the face of this history of Massachusetts it 
| does not become the political friends of the | 


| asylum in New York, who hung negroes upon 


sion that the admission of foreigners to equality ' 
of representation in this Government was dan- 
gerous to our institutions; and that Common- 
wealth placed in her constitution a clause 
requiring such persons to reside in the State :! 
two years after naturalization before they should . 
be admitted to exercise the privileges of citi- ` 
zenship. No power on earth could havestruck -; 
that clause from the constitution of Massachu- ' 
setts if she had not seen fit to do it herself. `: 
Yet notwithstanding the fact that every man 
affected by it, every voter who would be ad- ' 
mitted by its abrogation would vote against the 
dominant party in the State, the Common- 
Massachnaclte; thinking the matter | 


sion was unwise and inconsistent with those 


her history she was pledged, she said, ‘‘ [hese 


of our citizens, ought to be politically their ' 
equals.” In this spirit Massachusetts, of her 
own motion, voluntarily and because it was : 
right, struck out this clause, which in her: 
judgment invaded the great principles of con- , 
stitutional liberty. 

I wish simply to say in conclusion that in | 


men who burned alive our soldiers at Fort 
Pillow, of the men who burned the orphan | 


lamp- posts N 
[Confusion, and cries of “ Order!” ] 
Mr. VOORHEES. Order! order! Every 


` 


uttered by the gentleman from Indiana 


i thing. 
: [Mr. Hoar] said that I was the political friend 
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word the gentleman says is false, and he knows 
it. [Renewed cries of ‘‘Order!’’] 

Mr. HOAR——for no other reason than 
because they were defenseless, because they 
were loyal, and because they were black, to 
taunt her before the Representatives of the 
American people. 

Mr. STEVENS. Irise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state his point of order; but before he pro- 
ceeds the Chair must insist that order shall be 
restored in the Hall. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask that the words just 

Mr. 
on be taken down. : - 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Nobody will be recog- 
nized until order is restored. [After a pause. ] 
The gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 


' Stevens] demands that the words just uttered 


by the gentleman from Indiana be taken down. 
Mr. COX. I rise to a point of order. I 


_ insist that the language of the gentleman from 


Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] shall also be taken 
down, because it was the provocation to the 
insult, if there was any such thing. 

Mr. STEVENS. That may be all right, 


‘after my point of order has been decided. 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I rise to say a 
word; and I hope no words will be ‘‘ taken 
down ” till I have done so. 

The CHAIRMAN. Nothing is in order 
except the reporting of the words which the 
gentleman from New Hampshire asks shall be 
taken down. 


Mr. CULLOM. I hope the gentleman will 


. withdraw any demand of that sort. 


The CHATRMAN. Does the gentleman 
from New Hampshire insist on his demand? 

Mr. STEVENS. Let me say a single word. 
I have only insisted upon this because-——— 

Mr. COX. Irise to a point of order. 

Mr. STEVENS. Very well. Then I insist 
upon the words being taken down. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the only business 
in order is for the reporter to reduce: to writ- 
ing the words uttered by the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

Several Members, (to Mr. Vooruess.) With- 


` draw them. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I do not withdraw any- 
The gentleman from Massachusetts 


of men who burned orphan asylums. Of course 
I do not retract anything. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Indiana will please be seated. The Chair 
desires that order shall be restored, so that the 
proceedings may be somewhat methodical, if 
not logical. [Laughter.] The reporter will 
reduce to writing the language of the gentle- 
man from Indiana, that it may be read by the 


"© Clerk. 


Mr. STEVENS. Allow me to make an 
explanation, with a view to withdrawing my 
demand. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I object. 

Mr. VOORHEES. [If the Chair willindulge 
me for a moment 

Mr. KELSEY. I object. 

Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman does not . 
withdraw what he said. , 

Mr. VOORHEES. AlI have to say. is, let 
my words be taken down. | 

Several Members. I object. f ' 

Mr. STEVENS. I have only submitted this 
motion from a sense of duty. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I object tothe gentleman 


going on. ae 
| The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order. 


The words, as taken down by the reporter, will 
be read by the Clerk. 

Mr. COX. I move also that the words be 
taken down which gave the provocation for the 
remarks of the gentleman from Indiana. In 
the French Chamber or in the English Parlia- 
ment the gentleman from Massachusetts would 
have been called to order for them at once. 
[Cries of “Order!” ‘Order !’’] 


1870. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. || gentleman from Indiana to the House. I call 


The only thing in order is for the Clerk to re- 


for the reading of the rule under which I move 


port the words as taken down by the official || the committee rise. 


reporter. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I wish to make 
asingle suggestion. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. I object. 


4 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now | 


report the words to which exception has been 
taken. 


The Clerk read as follows : 


“Mr. Voorners. Order! Order! 
the gentleman says is false, and he knows it.” 


Mr. KELSEY. I move that the committee 


rise in order to report the words to the House. | jn the confusion, catch it all, although it was 


The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not in 


order. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I rise to a question of 
order. 
man from Massachusetts shall be taken down. 

Mr. COX. Ihave already made that demand, 
and can quote precedents to sustain it. 

Mr. KELSEY. The demand comes too late. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. It is only too late be- 


to prevent it, 

Mr. HALDEMAN. It is not too late, for 
the call was made at the time. 
take down the words of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts was made by half a dozen mem- 


bers. 
Mr. WOODWARD. The call was made by 
half a dozen gentlemen around me. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


“ Disorderly words spoken in a committee must be 
written down as in the House: but the committee 
can only report them to the House for animadver- 


sion,’ 


- Mr. KELSEY. IknewI wasrightin regard 
to what was the rule bearing on this question. 


:. I now insist on my motion. 


i, 
Every word `; 


I insist that the words of the gentle- | 


to be taken down. 


Mr. COX. [rise to a point of order. 


It is.: 
this: that the reporters have not given the 


nois takes precedence of the motion of the 
gentleman from New York. 

The question was put on Mr. FARNSWORTH’ S 
motion that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 


t 3 . 
| Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. INGER- 


; SOLL reported that the Committee of the Whole 
‘on the state of the Union, according to order 


- whole of the remarks of the gentleman from | 


Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar.] They could not, 


heard on this side of the House. 

Mr. KELSEY. I call the gentleman to 
order. The motionis not debatable. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The Chair directed the 


; words of the gentleman from Massachusetts 


There is an allegation by 


ʻ! the gentleman who demanded thet the words 
: should be taken down that the report is not as 


: by the committee. 
The cali to : 


; we here understood the language to be. 


cause the other side of the House has the power `! insist that before the committee rise the words 


I 


i used should be ascertained and determined 


The CHAIRMAN. Did the gentleman from ` 


New York make his demand in time? 
Mr. COX. I did. 


The CHAIRMAN. The wordewill be taken | overruled that point of order. 


e ‘| again report the language of the gentleman 
I desire to |: 
make a single suggestion. [Cries of ‘‘ Order!” |: 


down by the reporter and read by the Clerk. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. 


“Order?P?] 
Mr. BENTON. Irise to a point of order. 
Mr. RANDALL. _I object. 

Mr. BENTON. TI rise to a point of order. 

The gentleman cannot object. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 

New Hampshire is not in order. 

Mr. BENTON. 


is now pending, and the gentleman therefore 
is not now in order. 

Mr. BENTON. What is the decision of the 
Chair on that point of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 


New Hampshire makes the point of order that | 


the words of the gentleman from Indiana, 
taken down by the official reporter and read in 
the hearing of the House, are unparliamentary. 
The Chair rules that the point is well taken, 
and that the words used by the gentleman from 
Indiana are not parliamentary. , 


Mr. COX. I now rise to the point of order t 


that the language uttered by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was unparliamentary, and 
lask that the words taken down by the reporter 
at the time shall be read in the hearing of the 
House. 

Mr. KELSEY. 
rise for the purpose of reporting the words of 

_ the gentleman from Indiana to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot enter- 
tain that motion just now. 

Mr. KELSEY. Allow me to call the atten- 
tion of the Chair to the rule, and toask that it 
be read by the Clerk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear 
the gentleman in a moment. The Clerk will 


now read the words of the gentleman from į 


Massachusetts to which exception has been 
taken. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“Mr.Hoar.” * * * * “Twishsimplyto 
say in conclusion that in the face of this history of 
Massachusetts it does not become the political friends 
of the men who burned alive our soldiers at Fort 
Pillow, the men who burned the Orphan Asylam in 
New York, who hung negroes upon lamp posts” —— 

Mr. KELSEY. I insist on my motion that 
the committee rise and report the words of the 


The reporters, it seems, 
lost some of the words in the confusion. Let 


of the House, had had under consideration 
the Union generally, and particularly the spe- 


: cial order, House bill No. 1604, making ap- 


propriations for the consular and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1871, and had come to no reso- 


: lution thereon. 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION. 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 


‘: rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 


examined and found truly enrolled a joint 


: resolution of the Senate of the following title; 
' when the Speaker signed the same: 


Joint resolution (S. R. No. 198) authorizing 


' the Secretary of War to place at the disposal 


ji 


the committee determine what the words were `: 


before it rises. 
Mr. KELSEY. I raise another point of 
order: that business has intervened after the 


L gentleman from Massachusetts made use of 


: the language in question, and that it is there- 


fore too late to take notice of it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already 
The Clerk will 
from Massachusetts, and the Chair will rule 
upon it. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I rise to a point 


of order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to 


i! decide one point at a time. 


Mr. COX. I rise to make a parliamentary 
inquiry. Do I understand the Chair to have 


; . | ruled that it is parliamentary for a member of 
I rise to a point of order. | Maree sere 4 


The CHAIRMAN. ` One question of order ; 


this House to call other members friends of 
traitors.and assassins ? 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chairwillrale upon 
no points of order and answer no parliamentary 
inquiries until the language of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, as taken down by the 
reporter, has again been read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


“Mr. Hoar. Isimply wish tosay in conclusion that 
in the face of this history of Massachusetts it does 
not become the political friends of the men who 
burned alive our soldiers at Fort Pillow, of the men 
who burned the orphan asylum in New York, who 
hung negroes upon lamp posts ”—— 


Mr. KELSEY. Iask the Chair tu rule upon 
those words. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair.will make : 


this ruling: that the languageisrather pungent, 


but not unparliamentary. [Great laughter. ] . 
I move that the committee ` 


: | rise and report to the House the words of the — 
I move that the committee || 


Mr. KELSEY. 


gentleman from Indiana. 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. “Before that f 


motion is put I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. MUNGEN. Mr. Chairman, I rise toa 
point of order 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Moxcen} is out of order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to make 


another motion, which will take precedence of © . = r 
the motion of the gentleman from New York. :: 1°8 of the Journal be dispensed with. 


I move that the committee now rise without | 


being instructed to make any report. 
to get rid of the whole thing. 
The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gen- 


tleman from Illinois takes precedence of the | 


motion of the gentleman from New York. 
Mr. DAWES. 
The rule, which has been read, says that the 
committee must make this report. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has ruled 
that the motion of the gentleman from Ili- 


I desire . 


is 


of the commissioners of quarantine, or other 
proper authorities of the State of New York, 
the steamer Illinois for quarantine purposes. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. ALLISON obtained leave of absence 
till Tuesday next. 

And then, on motion of Mr. CULLOM, (at 
five o’clock and five minutes p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


! committees: 


By Mr. AXTELL: Concurrent resolutions 


il of the State Legislature of California, con- 


cerning the establishment of a daily mail from 
San José to Evergreen and Alameda, in that 


tate. 
By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of Lewis 


| Masquerier and 17 others, citizens of East 


Brooklyn, Long Island, praying Congress to 
enact a law to prevent the further absorption 
of the public lands by railroads or other cor- 
porations, &c. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of John N. 
Powell, of Henrico county, Virginia, praying 
the removal of his legal and political disabil- 
ities imposed by the fourteenth article ofamend- 
ments to the Constitution. 

By Mr. REEVES: A memorial of a special 
committee of the board of directors of the Ves- 
sel-Owners’ and Captains’ Codperative Asso- 
ciation of New York, praying for an appropri- 
ation to construct a breakwater off the entrance 


‘to Port Jefferson harbor, on the south side of 


Long Island sound. 
By Mr. SARGENT: A memorial of mer- 
chants of San Francisco, for a modification of 


‘the revenue laws to facilitate the transmission 


of foreign goods into and across the United 
States. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 20, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 


` by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of 
yesterday. . 
Mr. ARCHER moved that the further read- 


The motion was agreed to. 
RAILROAD LAND GRANT. 
On motion of Mr. FITCH, by unanimous 
consent, the bill (S. No. 638) amendatory of 
an act granting lands to aid in the construction 


- of a railroad aud telegraph line trom the Cen- 


I rise to a point of order. - 


j 


tral Pacific railroad, in California, to Portland, 


:, in Oregon, approved July 25, 1866, was taken 


from the Speaker’s table, read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 
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vote by which the bill was referred; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. CULLOM. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. Theregular order of busi- 
ness is the call of committees for reports of 


Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the | 


I 


a private nature; and the call rests with the | 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 
J. RUFUS TRYON. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the Commitee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, with the recommend- 
ation that it do not pass, the bill (H. R. No. 
1088) for the relief of Past Assistant Surgeon 


: that the Government will provide by special act that 


J. Rufus Tryon, United States Navy; and the - 


same was laid on the table. 
GEORGE SEWELL AND WILLIAM HU. SHOCK. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the same committee, | 


reported a joint resolution (H. R. No. 291) 
for the relief of George Sewell and William 
H. Shock, of the Navy; which was read a 
first and second time. 

The question was on ordering the joint res- 


olution to be engrossed and read a third time. | 
It provides | 


The joint resolution was read. 
that the service of George Sewell and William 


H. Shock, as chief engineers United States | 


Navy, shall be considered as having com- 


menced at the same time as that of Samuel ` 


Archbold, with whom they were examined as 
first assistant engineers, and passed to promo- 
tion to the grade of chief engineer. 

Mr. ARCHER. | 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded and the 


engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 
-Mr. ARCHER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid oa the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


OFFICERS AND CREW OF SHIP NIGHTINGALE. 
Mr. STEVENS, from the same committee, 


Nightingale. 


be engrossed and read a third time. 
_Mr. STEVENS. I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 

assed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider he laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. STEVENS, the report | 
accompanying the bill was ordered to be printed | 


in the Globe. 

The report‘is as follows : 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the petition of Abel Tomsen and others, of 


the crew of the American ship Nightingale, report: 
That the petitioners set forth in their petition that 


on the 22d day of October, 1860, they wereshipped at | 
Liverpool, England, as seamen on board the Ameri- | 


ean ship Nightingale, for alawful voyage to the Kast 


Indies and thence to the United S:ates; that without | 
thei: consent the course of the ship was steered for | 
the coast of Africa, and they continued faithfully to | 


perform their dutiesas seamen on board said ship 
until she was captured, on the 20th day of April, 1861, 


in Kabenda bay, on the coast of Africa, for being en- ; 


gaged in the slave trade, by the United States sloop 
of war Saratoga, under command of Captain Taylor; 
and the said ship was sent to New York, and there. 
condemned by default as a prize; and the proceeds. 


I move the previous ques- | 


' Henderson, $72 40 each, and to Henry J. G. Wichelli 


: coast of Africa; and that c 
i laws of Congress, passed February 19, 1863, be 


dollars, paid into the Treasury of tho United States; 
and that a part. of the crew which was sent with the 


ship to New York were paid on their petition in 


i admiralty, according to law, out of the proceeds of 


the sale of said ship for their services from the time 
of their shipment until capture, whilesuch proceeds ; 
were still remaining in the registry of the court at | 
New York and before the same had been deposited ; 
in the Treasury, but that they, the petitioners, wero | 
detained by the naval officers on the coast of Africa 
several months, when they were sent to New York © 
as witnesses on board of another vessel; but on their . 
arrival at New York it was too late for them to re- 
ceive thcir pay out of the proceeds of said prize, the 
same having already been paid into the Treasury of 
the United States; and the petitioners gave valuable 
testimony as witnesses for the Government on the , 
trialand conviction of the officers of said ship, which 
fact is certified to by the United States attorney and 
United States marshal at the foot of tho petition, 
with a recommendation from them for the payment 
of the wages claimed. Hence the petitioners ask 


of her sale, amounting to upward of twelve thousand 
| 
1 


they may be paid for their services whiloso employed 
as seamen on board the Nightingale on a voyage be- 
lieved by them to be honestand Icgal, but which was 
changed against their consent. 

Wherefore the committee do report in favor of pay- 
ing to Abel Tomsen, Thomas Orcastle, James Hopper, 
Severrin Haaverson, John Peter Force, and James 


$41 66, in full for their services on_board the ship 
Nightingale in her late voyage from Liverpool to the 
apter forty-one of the 


amended by substituting Brand for Brent, the latter 


; name having been by mistake printed for the former. | 


OFFICERS AND CREW OF THE KEARSARGE. 

Mr. HALE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill (H. R. No. 2061) to compen- 
sate the officers and crew of the United States 
steamer Kearsarge, for the destruction of the 
rebel piratical vessel Alabama; which was read 
a first and second time. 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs. 


.| the Secretary of State to sell so many of the re- 
main question ordered; and under the opera- |, gistered bonds of the United States now under 
tion thereof the: joint resolution was ordered || liscontrol belonging to the Japanese indemnity 
tobe engrossed for a third reading ; and being | fund as shall realize $190,000, which sum he 


ij 
tl 
|: 
| 
4 
l| 
| 
i 
il 


shall pay, without delay, to the Secretary of 
the Navy, who shall pay the above amount to 
Commander John A. Winslow and the officers 
and crew belonging to the United States steamer 
Kearsarge while engaged in the capture and 


of $190,000 being the estimated value thereof; 


: the same to be distributed to the officers and 


: crew attached to the Kearsarge at the date above 


reported back, with the recommendation that | named, according to the pay rollof the shipat 


it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 2002) for the | 
relief of the officers and crew of the ship | 


the time, and to be in lieu of the bounty author- | 
ized by the eleventh section of the act of June 


A : i A , 80, 1864, to regulate prize proceedings, &c. 
The question was upon ordering the bill to | pic i = p pr R ce 


provided that no money shali be paid to any 
assignee of a mariner entitled to the same, but 


li only to the mariner in person, his wife, or if he : 


has deceased, to his legal representative, ex- ; 
cluding any such assignee; and provided also |: 
that if any of the officers or crew of the said 
United States steamer Kearsarge shall have | 
received the bounty provided for by the said | 
act of June 80, 1864, the same shall be deducted 
from the amount to be paid to such officer or 
seamen under the provision of this bill. 

Mr. CULLOM. I would like to hear some |: 
explanation of this bill, as it seems to me to be ' 
a very important one. 

Mr. HALE. This bill was discussed the ; 
other day, and was withdrawn by the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs only because of a point | 
of order in relation to the manner in which l 
this money is proposed to be made available. || 
That point has been remedied by a change of 
the bill, and I presume there will now be no. |; 
objection to it. I will now yield a few minutes | 
to the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. | 
STEVENS, ] who desires to say a few words. 

Mr. STEVENS. There is scarcely any point | 
in the history of the recent rebellion surrounded 
with more interest than. the gallant sea fight | 
off Cherbourg, in which, on a bright Sunday | 
morning on the 19th of June, 1864, the rebel 
corsair Alabama went down. Certainly there 
is no point in our naval records clothed with . 


' many advantages. 


: tion of the fight. 


more historic interest... At home the battles | 


of May and June had been fought with doubt- 
ful issue. Our lines had failed, after terrible 
and repeated assaults, to penetrate the rebel 
capital, and the forces of the enemy reposed 
in apparent security behind the fortifications 
which we had in vain assaulted. 

The question of ‘‘recognition’’ hung doubt- 
ful in the balance. The Alabama, known as 
‘* 290,’ from the number of contributors who 
had sent her forth on her errand of destruction 
and death, was loaded with British supplies 
and manned with British sailors, armed with 
British guns, and freighted with the spirit of 
British malignity to the Union cause She 
was the champion of English hate and the ter-. 
ror of our peaceful commerce. She was caught 
in the French harbor of Cherbourg by the Kear- 
sarge, then under the command of Captain 
Winslow. Her commander, Semmes, confi- 
dent in his strength and pressed to the combat 
by the public opinion of France and England, 
sent a challenge to the Kearsarge, which was 
at once accepted. This challenge was un- 


: doubtedly accepted with the determination on 
| the part of the officers and men of the Kear- 


sarge to make an end of this rover of the seas: 


| orto go down with the gallant vessel which 
: bore so largely the fortunes of their distant 


country, struggling for national life in the mighty 
throes of the great rebellion. The choice for 
them was between victory and death, and they 
accepted the issue. 

It is well known that the Alabama moved 
out of her harbor on that Sunday morning with 
She was the largest ship. 
She was the work of the best efforts, of the 
utmost skill known to the English marine. 
Her tonnage was 1,150, while that of the Kear- 
sarge was 1,031. Her battery consisted of one 
100-pounder, rifled; one heavy 68-pounder, 
rifled ; six 82-pounders—being one more gun 
than the Kearsarge carried. The complement 
of officers and men were nearly equal. on the 
two ships. 

I shall not enter on any particular deserip- 
The incidents, which were 
spread by the press throughout the country at 


.., the time, will readily be recalled by all who 
destruction of the rebel piratical vessel Ala- |i 
! bama, on the 19th of June, 1864; the said sum ' 


hear me. The battle lasted over an hour, and | 
while the fire of the Kearsarge is described as 
deliberate and.careful, it accomplished its pur- 
pose by smashing the Alabama into ruins, 
strewing her decks with the dead and wounded, 


© and opening hersidesto the floods of water which 


rushed into her, putting out the engine fires, 
and finally carrying her to the bottom. We 
all remember the account; how the struggling 
crew was picked up by the boats of the Kear- 
sarge and by the English steamer Deerhound, 
and the deep and shameful treachery with which 
these men who had surrendered to our arms 
were taken into an English port in violation 
of the rules of war, but in accord with the 
same treachery which, under English auspices 
and with English capital, had fitted out the 


: pirate and sent her with an English crew to 
' prey upon our commerce and defy the flag of 
- the United States. 


It was, indeed, a gallant 
action; it was a most propitious result. It 
undoubtedly checked the. progress of public 
opinion in England and France, which so | 
strongly demanded the early recognition of 
the independence of the contederacy, while it 
served largely to streugthen anew the spirit of 
loyalty and patriotism among the struggling 
Union men of our Army and Navy at home. 

But it was principally for the parpose of 
alluding to a gallant son of New Hampshire, 
who on that eventful day acted an important 
and noble part in the action which resulted 
in the destruction of the rebel steamer, that 
I now address the House. I allude to one 
who was early my friend and neighbor, the 
second in command: of the vessel, and the 
executive officer of the ship during the fight, 
and now, bya felicity which will at once be 


| reeognized by all, the commander of the gal- 


lant ship which won the battle. I allude to 
Captain James S. ‘Thornton, who entered the 


1870. 
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Navy in his early youth, and who bears to-day 
that character which the American citizen 


loves to admire in thé accomplished gentleman | 


and gallant sailor. A great grandson of Mat- 
thew Thornton, whose name is enrolled in our 
Declaration of Independence; and true to his 
revolutionary ancestry, he on that day exhib- 
ited a daring coolness and ability of execution 
which justly place him among the heroes of 
our Navy. Without intending todetractat all 
from the merit of any officer who participated 


in the action on that day, I am constrained to | 


believe, from what I have gathered in conver- 
sation with many distinguished gentlemen of 
the Navy, that he will ever be regarded as 


having lent to the success of the battle a much - 


jarger aid and greater potency of effort than 


bas been accorded him in the official reports . 


which have been made of the affair. Heisa 
native of my district, and I desire here to-day, 
sir, to claim for New Hampshire, through him, 
her full share in that glorious achievement, and 
to recognize thus publicly in the Halls of Con- 
gress his gallant services in that most gallant 
action. New Hampshire is proud of him, as 
she is of those of her other heroic sons, living 
and dead, whoin the naval service of the Union 
have taken part in the great conflict through 
which we have passed ; but to none more readily 
and more freely than to him will be accorded 
her meed of praise for gallant action and mer- 
itorions service, while she is justly grateful of 
that official recognition of character and ser- 
vice which has assigned him to the command of 
the gallant vessel in which his fame was won. 


Now, sir, upon the question of the passage | 


of this bill, what does it seek to do? It seeks 


to reward the actions of which I have spoken , 
by appropriating a sum of money, to be distrib- | 


uted in the nature of prize, to the officers and 
men who accomplished this great victory, so 
important and so historic. While I desire to 


proceed with great caution in the appropriation `' 
of sums of money from the Treasury of the : 


United States, either upon claims of what is due 
or as a reward for gallant service performed, 


Tam free to confess that among the many cases ` 
which have been presented to this House during | 


my membership I know of none more worthy 


of our recognition or more strongly commend- : 


ing itself to my judgment than the present bill 
now under consideration. I think it due to 
the reputaticn and honor of the country; I 
think it ‘due, while we have prize-laws upon 
our statute-book, in justice to the officers and 
men of the Kearsarge—I think it due to that 
recognition which it has heretofore received in 
its passage through the House, that the bill 
should again receive our sanction; and enter- 
taining these views, I shall cheerfully vote 
for it. 
Mr. HALE. Inowcallthe previous question. 
Mr. FITCH. Is it proposed to take this 
money out of the Japanese indemnity fund 
Mr. HALE. Itis. 
Mr. FITCH. Then I must object to it. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has no 


right to object, for the bill is before the House . 


upon a regular report of the committee. 
The previous question was then seconded 
and the main question ordered. 


The question was upon ordering the bill to 


be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If I had been in when 
this bill was reported this morning I should 
have asked for some explanation of it, some 


reason for taking this money out of the Japan- | 
ese indemnity fund. I think it is a very unwise | 


disposition of this fund, and a very doubtful 


compliment paid to the officers and crew of | 
the Kearsarge to give them money obtained as | 


this was. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and : 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote by || 


which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


OFFICERS AND CREW OF THE WYOMING. 
| Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported back, with a recom- 


| mendation that the same do pass, House bill 
| 


: of the United States ship Wyoming. 


The question was upon ordering the bill to be | 


: engrossed and read a third time. 
The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Secretary of State be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to sell so much of the 


indemnity funds’’ as shall realize $100,000; 
which sum he shall pay without delay to the 
Secretary of the Navy, who shall cause the 


the officers and crew of the United States ship 
Wyoming, who participated in the action at 
Simoniseki, in July, 1863, under the same laws 
and regulations that now govern the distribution 
of prize-money. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I must object to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. Upon what ground ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. 


objection that I made to the Kearsarge bill the 
. other day. 


Mr. ARCHER. It does not appropriate any | 


money from the Treasury. 


Mr. DICKEY. Wheredoes the money come ` 


' Wyoming, and the other vessels were believed to be 


from? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. The money is notin the Treas- 
i ury, but subject to the order of Congress. 


posed to appropriate by this bill? It is an 
indirect way of using up the Japanese in- 


: Treasury. 

Mr. ARCHER. This is all. 

Mr. CULLOM. What is the amountappro- 
priated by this bill? 

Mr. ARCHER. Only $100,000. 


Mr. CULLOM. And the bill we have just ; 


' passed takes $190,000 more of that fund. 

Mr. ARCHER. No; $150,000; and the 
two amounts do not equal the accrued interest 
': on the fand. 

Mr. PAINE. 
explanation of this bill. 

Mr. ARCHER. Iwill call theprevious ques- 
tion, and if it is seconded then I will have the 
report read which accompanies this bill, and 
‘| will then ‘yield to the gentleman if he desires. 
; . Mr. MAYNARD. 1 desire to offer an amend- 

ment to this bill. 


i 

| TheSPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Dawes.) : 
p Po ( i ) ' Pembroke and the attack upon the W 

-: piratical acts, and have been so treated, both bythe 

. United States and Japan. 


‘| No amendment can be entertained, as the gen- 
| tleman from Maryland [ Mr. ArncueEr] has called 
ii the previous question. ` 

OMe. 


| ‘*and pay the same. to,” 


$100,000.” 


that amendment offered, but insist upon the 
previous question. i l 

Mr. MAYNARD. I hope the House will 
vote down the previous question, and allow me 
to offer the amendment Í have indicated. 


in order. 


Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. ARCHER and 
Mr. Maynarp were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
li reported—ayes 63, noes 53. í 
So the previous question was seconded. 
i| The main question was ordered to be now 


ut. 
P Mr. PAINE. The gentleman from Maryland 


No. 1072, for the relief of the officers and crew | 


whole amount thereof to be distributed among ; 


_ IfI heard correctly the | 
bill as it was read, it is subject to the same : 


demnity fund, instead of covering it into the 


I should like to hear some: 


ARCHER. [will hear the amendment. | 
Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to amend this bill |: 
by striking out all of the first part to the words || 
: in the seventh line, | 
! and inserting instead thereof ‘‘ The Secretary . 
| of the Treasury be, and is hereby, author- | 
ized and directed to pay out of any moneys | 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, © 


Mr. ARCHER. I cannot consent to have | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. No debate is | 


The question was taken upon seconding the 
previous question; and upon a division there ; 
were—ayes 50, noes 45; no quorum voting. ij : 
_ urges that $100,000 should be given to the oth- 
| cers and crew of this ship Wyoming. 
` him whether they did anything beyond their 


stated that after the main question was ordered 
to be put he would explain to the House the 
reasons for the passage of this bill. 

Mr. ARCHER. I rise to close the debate 
on this bill, and I do not know any better 
explanation I can make than to have read the 
report unanimously agreed to by the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. But first I move to recon- 


‘| sider the vote by which the main question was 
| ordered, and also move that the motion to 
: reconsider be laid on the table. 

registered bonds of the United States now un- | 
der his control belonging to the ‘ Japanese | 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ARCHER. I now ask for the reading 


. of the report of the committee. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, made the following report: 

That in the month of July, 1863, the American 
steamer Pembroke was fired upon in the straits of 
Simonoseki, in the Japan sea, by two vessels of war, 
a brig of ten guns and a bark of eight guns, belong- 
ing to tho Japanese prince of Nagato. Commander 
McDougall, then in command of the Wyoming, in 
the China and Japan seas, being informed of the 
attack, ordered the vessel to sea and proceeded to 
the locality of the outrage. On the morning of the 
16th of July he approached the straits of Simonoseki, 
and upon entering thestraitsho discovered asteamer, 
bark, and brig of war, and as he approached them 
and passed between the brig and bark was fired upon 
by the vessels and six batteries on shore. Com- 
mander McDougall returned the fire at short range, 
and placing his vessel in the proper position main- 
tained the fight for about an hour. the boilers of the 
hostile steamer were exploded by the shell of the 


badly disabled, and the brig to be sinking, and Com- 
mander McDougall reported that he had accom- 
plished great destruction on shore. Having thus 
maintained the fight, Commander McDougall with- 


. drew from the action, the firc being continued by the 


Mr. CULLOM. How much money isit pro- , 


batteries as long as he was in range. The Wyom- 


‘ing lost four men killed and seven wounded, re- 


ceived considerablo damage inher smoke-stack and 
the rigging aloft, was hulled eleven times, and sus- 
tained other injuries, as the papers will show. he 
straits were three quarters of a mile wide, with a 
strong current, and the want of charts greatly in- 
creased the difficulties of the position in the presence 
of amuch superior force. ‘he action was maintained 
by Commander McDougall, his officers and men, with 


i skill and bravery. In the Japan Commercial News 


of the 24th of July, 1863, it is thus described: “The 
captain, all his officers, and crew behaved with the 
utmost coolness and bravery. The Wyoming was 
run into the midst of the enemy’s vessels, receiving 


: and returning broadsides at pistol range, at thosame 
i time sustaining a hot and continuous fire from the 
' shore batteries.” 


The committeo believe that Com- 
mander McDougall, his officers, and men, punished 
the outrage committed upon an American vessel 


_ skillfully and gallantly, and that their conduct 


entitles them to the gratitude of their country. 

The memorialist asks that there shall be allowed 
to him, his officers, and men, the value of the three 
vessels, as prize-moncy. Can that be allowed? The 
hostilities against our steamers and ships of war 
were not the acts of belligerents, and therefore the 
claim cannot rest upon the laws regulating belliger- 
ent prize or bounty. We were at peace with Japan, 
and did not regard the hostilities of the Prince of 
Nagato as those of abelligerent. Tho firing into the 
yoming wero 


Prize is allowed in pirat- 
ical cases only when the craft is captured and con- 
demned, in which case the proceeds of the capture 
are equally divided between the Government and 
the captors. In this case there was no capture, at- 
though the benefits which accrued to our Govern- 
ment wereinfinitely greater thanifan actual capture 
had been made, and it does not come within the letter 
of the law. Can the claim then rest upon the equity 
that the “officers and crew, constrained by a dis- 
creet and patriotic sense of duty,” fought “three 
piratical or hostile Japanese vessels,” and sunk and 
destroyed two, and that the United States subse- 
quently justified their conduct by concluding a con- 
vention with Japan, whereby sho received a full 
indemnity? The conduct was gallant; it aided to 
suppress formidable hostilities to our commerce, and 
contributed to securing the convention of October, 
1864, whereby an indemnity was received far beyond 
the injuries done to the Pembroke and Wyoming. 
The sum of ,000 has been paid to our Government 
by Japan as indemnity and is now in registered 
bonds, subject to appropriation by Congress. The 
committee think it proper that prize-money be 
eo med out of the money received under the con- 
vention. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Ishould like thegentleman 
from Maryland to state upon what principle he 


I ask 


ordinary duty? Were they exposed to any 
unusual hazard? Were their gallantry and 
efficiency greater than numberless actions of 
our Navy during the war? I understand this 


vessel chastised threeinsignificant, unimportant 
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craft, which could make about as much resist- 
ance as a foot-pad to a sheriff and his posse. 

Mr. ARCHER. I will state to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee that this case presents 
peculiar merits. Instead of having three little 
vessels, this United States vessel, with only one 
hundred and fifty-eight men aboard of her, 
fought three large vessels with not less than 
from one thousand to eighteen hundred men 
upon them. In addition to that the Wyoming 
fought the shore batteries. The serious man- 
ner in which the United States vessel was iu- 
jured shows the severity of the contest. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman siate 
what the casualties were ? 

Mr. ARCHER. Fourkilled, eleven wounded, 
and the vessel hulled several times. I do not 
care to take up the time of the House in dis- 
cussing the bill, and will ask for a vote on the 
passage of the bill, unless some gentleman may 
wish to make some remarks on it. | think the 
report of the committee covers the whole case. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I know nothing of this 
case, except what 1 have just heard, and, if I 
understand the report read from the Clerk’s 
desk, it shows these officers did nothing more 
than perform their duty faithfully. It is nota 
case of capture at all, and there is no principle 
upon which this House can be justified in put- 
ting its hand into the ‘Treasury of the United 
States and taking therefrom $109,000 to give 
to these men. It is a mere gratuity to them, 
because they performed a public duty in an 
ucceptable manner ; and if we allow it in this 
instance, it will become a precedent for other, 

erhaps larger, claims, Fam opposed to giv- 
ing gratuities. Itis conceded not to be a prize 
case. Itis a mere proposition to relieve an 
overburdened Treasury of $100,000 of money 
which belongs to our creditors and give it to 
some meritorious officers of our naval estab- 
lishment. Before 1 vote for that I must be 
prepared to vote for a large number of similar 
upplications. 

Mr. ARCHER. I will say, in answer to 
what the gentleman has said, that this relieves 
the Treasury of no money. The action of the 
Wyoming secured for us $600,000. That has 
been invested in securities of the United States 
which have earned interest to the amount of 
$250,000. ‘These officersask a pittance which 
is but a small portion of that amount. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a moment ? 

Mr. ARCHER. I yield first to the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire, [Mr. Benton. ] 

Mr. BENTON. I wish the gentleman would 
explain to the House whether, and if so, how, 
this sum was secured to the Government of the 
United States by the action of these men. 

Mr. ARCHER. I will say in reply to the 
geutleman from New Hampshire {Mr. Bex- 
TON] that this sam was secured to the Govern- 
ment of the United States by the action and 
the bravery of these men at a time when the 
Japanese Government was acting in a bel- 


l 
l prize-money, &c., for particular actions. If 


ligerent manner towards the United States, 
because they believed we were engaged in a: 


great rebellion and could not defend our flag 
or our Citizens, 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Mayyarp. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Speaker, I profess 


to be to the extent of my limited ability a | vision. 


I now yield to the gentleman — 


this bill should become a law this case will be 


., Mentioned asa shining and conspicuous exam- 


ple, and will be pressed as an argument to the 


disadvantage of every officer inthe Navy from | 


this time forth. 

Now, I protest against putting the Navy in 
the attitude of a set of freebooters or corsairs, 
men who go abroad on the seas to gather up 
whatever they can find here and there. On 
the contrary, these naval officers are, in their 
intercourse with the world, the high represent- 
ative functionaries of this nation, to protect its 
friends and to chastise its enemies. This is 
the duty for which we have organized the Navy ; 
and for this its officers and men are entitled to 
the commendation of ‘ Well done, good and 
faithful servants.” Butin cases where they do 


not go beyond the legitimate range of their ` 


duties, they are not entitled to such bounties 
and gratuities as are here proposed tobe given. 

The money constituting the Japanese fund 
was given by the Japanese Government in 
consideration of the fact that our commerce 
had been invaded by her people, and was in 
satisfaction for indignities inflicted upon our 
flag, and not by reason of any specially merit- 
orious conduct on the part of the officers and 
men belonging to this vessel. They did their 
duty, and did it well, I concede all that But 
the passage of this bill will be a precedent 
which will be pernicious to the Navy, not only 
in the view I have suggested, but pernicious 
in its influence npon the morale, the spirit, the 
high bearing, the independent and impartial 
character of the Navy as an arbiter between 
our own Government and other nations. I 
trust Congress will pause before setting such 
a precedent as is attempted to be set in this 
perticular case. 

Mr. PAINE. I ask the gentleman from 
Maryland to yield to me. 

Mr. ARCHER. I promised to yield to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Paine,] and 
1 do so cheerfully. 

Mr. PAINE. I wish to state to the House 
the reason which constrains me to vote against 
this bill, I regret exceedingly to be obliged 


to do so; but I do not see how I can consist- 


ently give a vote in favor of the measure. It 
is well known to members of the House that 
the laws as they now stand upon our statute- 
books make a very strange discrimination in 


favor of the Navy and against the Army so far ` 


as prize-money is concerned. During the late 
war millionsof men foughtinthe Army; they 
captured rebel stores, they captured rebel 
armies, they captured rebel cities of untold 


value; yet they never received one dollar of | 


prize. On the other hand, our Navy gallantly 
fought during the war, and in accordance with 
existing laws received for its captures millions 
of dollars in the form of prize-money. Ido 
not ask for a change of the law; Ido not say 
that it ought to be modified. Í do not say 
that this discrimination in favor of the Navy 
and against the Army is unjust. I do not say 
it ought to be repealed. But Ido say there 


_ is no excuse for us to go beyond the letter and 


friend of the Navy; and it is asa friend of ` 


the Navy that I protest against the passage of 
this bill. 
have sat here and listened tothe discussion we 
have had on the naval appropriation bill; and 


have heard a portion of that debate with a | 


degree of regret and pain which I will not 
now express. I know very well that whenever 
the question of the Navy and the pay of our 
naval officers comes up, as it must from year 
to year on the passage of the appropriation 
bills, the claims of our Navy are at 

ciated by a reference to just such proceedings 
as that proposed in this bill. It is always 
thrown at the friends of the Navy that the ofti- 
cers and men receive large sums in solido as 


Within the last two or three days I | 


ways depre- | 


: us to go. 1g | 
| everything that the existing law gives the Navy 


the spirit of the existing law. 


We have now before us a case for which . 
i: the law, whether just or unjust, makes no pro- ` 
Here is a case beyond even the pro- | 
© visions of the existing law itself, which does `: 
i not give to the ship which fought against these 
: Japanese junks any prize-money. i 
the question presented is whether we shall | 


And 


make in effect a new law, whether we shall 


take one more step in a discrimination in favor | 


of the Navy and against the Army. I am will- 
ing to go as far as the existing statute compels 
I am willing to vote for the Navy 


as prize-money, even though more money may 
justly have been earned by the Army in cases 
where not a single penny was received.” But 


I am not prepared to enact a new statute upon || 


the subject. I am not prepared to give this 
payment of prize-money which the existing 


now i: 
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law does not give. If we shall go beyond the 
law as it now stands on our statute-book, and 
give the Navy prize-money, er what is the 
equivalent to prize-money, in cases like this, 
Ican see no excuse for withholding from Gen- 
cral Grant’s army compensation for the cap- 
ture of Vicksburg or the capture of Richmond 
itself. I can sce no excuse for withholding 
from any of our armies compensation for. the 
capture of cities or the capture of stores of the 
enemy. We are compelled by no law to vote 
this money, and I shall vote against it. 

Mr. ARCHER. I ask the pardon of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin for interrupting 
him, But I have promised the floor to other 
gentlemen, and must yield sometime to them. 
I now yield to the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Conury. ] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Will the 
gentleman from Maryland allow me to ask a 
question ? 

Mr. ARCHER. Not now. 
to the gentleman from Indiana, 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, I do not de- 
sire to enter into a discussion of the prize laws. 
I will only say that the policy of this Govern- 
ment has already been settled as regards the 
recognition in this way of the gallant conduct 
of the men of our Navy. Captain McDougall 
and the other officers and crew of the Wyoming 
did a peculiar and very great service to the 
people of this country. It appears that certain 
authorities in the empire of Japan had taken 

ossession of the route of travel between ports 
in China and certain ports in Japan in which 
our vessels were passing to and fro; that our 
vessels were fired upon, and our commerce 
obstructed; and that, in fact, our citizens were 
excluded from the ordinary business channels 
in those eastern seas. Something had to be 
done. Captain McDougall, with his vessel, was 
attacked by these hostile parties in the straits 
: of Simonoseki, he having gone there to punish 
the enemies of our country; he drove them 
from their position, silenced their batteries, and 
sunk three ships. In the contest, described in’ 
the report, thirty-four guns of the Japanese 
were opposed to six American guns. ‘These 
thirty-four guus were silenced, and three 
ships were tuken or sunk, as the result of 
` that gallant action. And these ships were not 
mere junk-boats, as has been stated. They 
were vessels; two of them were purchased of 
Americans; one of them was a large and pow- 
erful English vessel. All were manned by a 
great number of men. In this contest, un- 
equal as it was, our gallant seamen conquered 
the enemy. 
Mr. WELKER. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Indiana a question. 
Mr. COBURN. Idecline to be interrupted 
just now. Our gallant seamen, as I have said, 
conquered the enemy, secured afree and unin- 
| terrupted passage for our commerce, and. the 
| result was that we obtained a large indemnity. 
` Anindemnity of $8,000,000, in consequence of 

this action, was paid to the several nations 

which had been wronged. Our Government 
_got some $600,000 in gold, which was fairly 
` earned by the gallantry of the captain and crew 
of the Wyoming, ‘That money is in the Treas- 
ury now, and, according to every principle of 
justice, those who fought that action are en: 
titled to receive out of that fund their prize- 
‘money. To-day $160,000 of this fund have been 
allowed by the House to the men of the Kear- 
sarge. The men of the Wyoming are doubly 
entitled to it. 

Mr. WELKER. I desire to ask the gentle- 
_ man if what Captain McDougall did was done’ 
' by order of the Government? 
| “Mr. COBURN. It was done by order of 
‘| the Government, as is shown by the following 
‘| letter of instructions from the minister resi- 
_ dent in Japan: 


| LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
| YOKOHAMA, July 15, 1863. 
| Sır: I avail myself of the departure of the Rear 
| Admiral Juaris, with the Semercuis and Tanceed for 
| the inland sea, to inform you that his Imperial 


I have yielded 


| 
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Majesty’s steamer Kienchang has been fired into by 
battories of the sima of ‘Tohoshu or Nangato, and by 
the vessels which fired on the Pembroke. 
I indulge the hope that by the time this reaches | 
you their piratical vessels will have been destroyed | 
or captured, Ifso, you may have been attacked by 
their batteries, and have doubtless demolished them. 
Should their ships have nnfortunately taken the | 
alarm and escaped, I would recommend that you do |! 
not return without vindicating our flag and taking | 
full satisfaction for the outrage upon it. ki 
And I beg you to codperate with Admiral Juaris 
in the destruction of the batteries and forts in the ‘| 
territories of the prince; thus giving a lesson which 
will not soon be forgotten, and which will put a stop 
to the acts of lawless violence which the hostile 
Daimics, encouraged by the humane forbearance of. 
the treaty Powers, are so ready to commit, 
I am, very respectfully, your most obedient, hum- | 


ble servant, 
ROBERT H. PRUYN. . 
Minister Resident in Japan, 
Captain D. McDouaatt, 
United States steamer Wyoming, &c. 

Mr. WELKER. I desire also to ask the 
gentleman, whether if those vessels had been 
captured the captain commanding would have |, 
been entitled to the preemion? 

Mr. COBURN. I will say just this to the | 
gentleman: that that depends on the question | 
whether or not these were Japanese vessels or 
vessels of a piratical character. ‘The commit- 
tee, as I understand it, have reported in this 
matter that these vessels were regarded as 
not exactly acting under the authority of the 
Japanese Government: but from the fact that 
afterward the Japanese Government recog- 
nized these persons as citizens of the empire 
of Japan, and stood the responsibility of their 
unlawful and unwarranted acts, it may be con- 
sidered that these vessels may be regarded as 
prizes of war; that our crew is entitled to 
prize-money. And upon that ground, and upon 
every ground of morality and equity, these men 
are as much entitled to prize-money as any 
seamen who have captured any vessel on any ; 
sea under any declaration of war. As I said 
before, this large sum of money has been put | 
into the Treasury of the United States in con- ii 
sequence of the gallant conduct of these men. 
It is asking nothing from the people of this : 
country. The tax-payers are not called on for 
one dime, not one cent, which has not been 
earned by the gallantry of these men. The , 
sum they ask does notamount to half the inter- 
est that has accrued on that money. 

Mr. LOGAN. If the money is in the Treas- — 
ury and you take it out 

Mr. COBURN. I do not yield to the gen- 
tleman. 


Mr. ARCHER. 


It is not ia the Treasury. ` 

Mr. COBURN. ‘The gentleman says ‘if 
the money is in the Treasury.’ How did it 
get into the Treasury? Who put it there? 
How did it get into the Treasury, ifthere? In 
consequence of the gallant conduct of these 
men on this occasion. | 

Mr. MAYNARD. Oh, no; not at all; not 
at all, i 

Mr. LOGAN. That is where it ought to be | 
and where it should remain. 

Mr. ARCHER. I call for a vote. I will 
not yield further; and I deprive myself of the 
opportunity of making a speech because the | 
Naval Committee have other business to pre- | 
sent. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move that the bill be | 
laid upon the table. 

The question was put on Mr. Maynarp’s 
motion; and there were—ayes 66, noes 33; 
no quorum voting. 

‘Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. 
Mr. MayNnarD were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 71, noes 50. 

So the bill was laid on the table. gl 

Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the | 
vote by which the bill was laid on the table; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider | 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ABBOTT Q. ROSS. 


ARCHER and 


‘ year 1861, he, actuated by 


‘ ample as to the efficiency of the invention, 
not only as a weapon of offense and defense, 


' that that bill makes an appropriation. | 


Mr. HAYS, from the Committee on Naval 
Afairs, reported back, with the recommenda- | 
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the relief of Abbott Q. Ross. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be read a third time. 

The bill was read. It directsthe Secretary of | 
the Treasury to pay to Abbott Q. Ross, of Ohio, | 
the sum of $5,000, as compensation for the . 
past and future use in the United States Navy ` 


tion that it do pass, the bill (S. No. 188) for | 
| 
i 


| of his invention for using hot water and steam 
as weapons of naval warfare, for the extinguish- | 
‘ ment of fires, and for other purposes. 


Mr. HAYS. I move the previous question. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Iask that the report 


` be read. 
| Mr. HAYS. Thereisa report made by acom- © 
mittee of the Senate; I ask that it be read. 


The report was read. It states that the 
memorial and the evidence accompanying it 


: show that Captain A. Q. Ross is the inventor 


of an improved mode of using hot water and 


steam as a weapon, offensive and defensive, | 


in naval engagements, and that having per- 


| fected his invention in the early part of the 


atriotic motives ' 


_ and a sincere desire to serve his country, came 


to Washington and exerted himself to secure 
the adoption of his invention by the Navy De- | 
partment, asking no compensation for it, and 


offering his services to superintend its con- ` Banking and Currency 


struction and application to any Vessels upon 
which its adoption should be ordered. It 
does not appear from the memorial or ac- 
companying papers that the Navy Depart- | 


“ment officially adopted or authorized the use | 


of the invention, but it does appear that Vice 


Admiral Porter ordered its application to most, || 


if not all, the vessels of the Mississippi squad- | 


‘ron, and that nearly all the tugs and steam- | 
: vessels of the Government in our western | 


waters were supplied with the steam-hose of | 
Captain Ross, and that the crews were drilled in | 
its use as they were of any other weapon in | 
the service. The testimony is very full and : 


i but also as a means for extinguishing fires, ` 
i working pumps, and cleaning and purifying 

vessels, and it is conclusively shown that much -; 
Moai property was saved to the Government 
, DY 


it. 
Mr. RANDALL. I make the point of order 
The SPEAKER. The point of order comes | 


:, too late. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. It was made as soon 
as the report was read. 

The SPEAKER. The bill was read in full, 
and then the gentleman called for the reading 


| of the report which relates to the merits of 
| the case. 


The uniform rule is that when a bill 
is read and no point of order is made on it, 
and then arguments are submitted pro or con, 
it a too late to raise a point of order on the 
bill. 


Mr. RANDALL. I move that the bill be | 


laid upon the table. 
The motion to 
agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 


lay on the table was not 


expired, and the bill will go over until next | 


private-bill day. 
: ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I move that the House 


now proceed to the consideration of business 
on the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. BURDETT. I rise to a privileged ques- | 


tion shall be voted down, then the Chair will 
recognize the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Bourvert. | 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I wish the Chair would 
state to the House that at two o’clock to-day 
the House must proceed to the consideration 
of business reported from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. RANDALL. I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 


| motion of the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
| Kersey, ] that the House now resolve itself into 
© Committee of the Whole on the consular and 


: diplomatic appropriation bill. 
Mr. KELSEY. Pending that motion, I move 


- that when the House shall next resume in 


: Committee of the Whole the consideration of 


`. the special order ali debate upon the pending 


_ paragraph shall termiuate in ten minutes. 
The motion to close debate was agreed to. 
LIQUIDATION OF NATIONAL BANKS. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimous 
consent, reported from the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency a bill (H. R. No. 2062) to 
require national banks going into liquidation 
to retire their circulating notes; which was 
read a first and second time, ordered to be 
printed, and recommitted to the Committee on 


Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The question recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. Keusey, that the rules be suspended, and 
the House now resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole upon the diplomatic and con- 
sular appropriation bill; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 65, noes 58. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 


Mr. INGERSOLL and Mr. BURDETT 


| called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. INGERSOLL 
and Mr. KeLseYy were appointed. ` 
The House again divided: and the tellers 
' reported that there were—ayes 42, noes 85. 
i So the motion of Mr. KELSEY was not 


‘| agreed to. 


Mr. BURDETT. I now move that the 
House proceed to the consideration of the 
contested-election case to which I have re- 
ferred. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I move thatthe House 
now proceed to the consideration of business 
on the Speaker’s table. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair must first enter- 
tain the motion of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Burvert, | it being a question of 
privilege, unless the gentleman raises the ques- 
tion of its consideration at this time. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. _I raise that question. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question will 
be, Will the House proceed to the considera- 


‘| tion of the contested-election case of Newsham 


vs. Ryan? 

Mr. PAINE. I desire to say that sooner or 
i| later these election cases must be disposed of 
by the House. The case which the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Borpetr] desires to bring 
‘| before the House this morning I understand 
| will not occupy much time. And inasmuch as 
| he has during almost the whole session sought 
to obtain the floor for the purpose of calling 
up this case, I think it is but justice to him to 


tion; and call up the contested-election case of | 
Newsham vs, Ryan, from the State of Louis- | 


iana. ; 

Mr. KELSEY. I make the paula mo- 
tion that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House now resolve itself into Committee of 


the Whole for the consideration of the special © 


order, being the consular and diplomatic appro- 
pristion bill. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will first sub- | 


mit to the House the motion of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Keusey.] If that mo- 


allow him now to call it up for consideration. 
Mr. HOAR. What will be the order of 
business at two o'clock? 
| The SPEAKER. Under the rule adopted 
| at this session, no matter what may be under 
i consideration at two o'clock of to-day, this 
being the third Friday of the month, the Chair 
| must recognize some member of the Committee 
|: for the District of Columbia. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. As this contested- 
l! election case cannot be disposed of to-day, I 
|! would suggest that we had better proceed to 
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the consideration of business upon the Speak- | 
er’s table. 

Mr. BURDETT. I will say a few words, 
with the permission of the House. I have been 
endeavoring, during this entire session, to bring 
this contested-election case before the House. 
ltis due to gentlemen interested in election 
cases, either as contestees or contestants, that 
these cases shall be disposed of. And [ now 
beg the House either to go on with this case 
until two o’clock, to make a commencement 
of it, or else to agree that it shall be taken up 
on Monday next. If the House will consent 
that we may occupy to-morrow or Monday with 
this case—— 

Several MemBers. To-morrow. 

Mr. BURDETT. Mr. Speaker, if the case 
be not taken up now it is immaterial whether 
to-morrow or Monday be given to it, for it can 
be disposed of in a very short time. I prefer, 
however, to go on now, 

Mr. PAINE. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Missouri to name Monday in preference 
to to-morrow. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to inform the 

House that there are more than one hundred 
bills now on the Speaker's table. If the policy 
of the House should crowd all those to the 
heel of the session many of them, if disposed 
of at all, will be disposed of summarily with- 
out such consideration as they deserve. Ifthe 
gentleman from Missouri should succeed in 
bringing up this election case to-day, he can 
advance but little in its consideration during 
the forty minutes remaining between this time 
and two o'clock; so that, as regards time, 
which now becomes an important considera- 
tion, nothing will probably be saved. If, how- 
ever, we proceed now to business on the 
Speaker’s table we shall dispose of many of 
the bills there by reference or otherwise; and 
the gentleman from Missouri can take up his 
election case to-morrow or Monday. Hence, 
I raise the question whether the House will 
consider at this time the election case. 
’ Mr. DAWES. I know the importance of 
election cases; and I know bow difficult it is 
to secure the attention of the House at this 
stage of the session for such cases. I suggest 
to the gentleman to ask the House to assign 
this evening for going on with this case. I 
know it is not very pleasant to come here in 
the evening; but I fear that under existing 
circumstances, and with the present pressure 
of business, no fair arfd just hearing—I say it 
with all respect to the House—can be obtained 
for these cases. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. The question can be 
discussed this evening and a vote taken on 
Monday. _ 

Mr. BURDETT. I must object to the sug- 
gestion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
LMr. Dawes.] I am sorry to do so; but I am 
well satisfied that if an evening session be |: 
ordered for the hearing of this or any other 
election case the result will be that there will . 
be no proper hearing of the question by the 
House. I desire that the House shall hear the `; 


case. a i 
Mr. DAWES. Iwantto say one word fur- f 


ther. I intend never to oppose the taking up of `i 
an election case. My experience in such cases ., 
forbids my doing so. But I suggest to thegen- |! 
tleman tbat he can hardly obtain a fair hear- ; 
ing of the discussion upon the case under any |: 
circumstances. I shall vote with the gentle- |: 
man to take up the case whenever he may | 
undertake to bring it up, whether it may inter- '; 
fere with the appropriation bills or not. ~ | 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. BURDETT] rises to a question of | 
privilege, and calls up the contested election |: 
case of Newsham vs. Ryan, from the fourth 
district of Louisiana. The gentleman from | 


whether the House will consider the case at | 
this time. | 


i 
| 
Illinois [Mr. [INGERSOLL] raises the question j 
I 
| 
l 


The question was decidedin the affirmative— |; 
yeas eighty, noes not counted. i 


| tion. 
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ELECTION CONTEST—-NEWSHAM VS. RYAN. 

Mr. BURDETT. [ask that the resolutions 
reported by the committee be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Michael Ryan is not entitled toa . 


seat as n Representative in tho Forty-First Congress | 


trom the fourth district of Louisiana. 

Resolved, ‘Chat J. P. Nowsham is ontitled to a soat 
as a Representative in the Forty-First Congress from 
tho fourth district of Louisiana. 


Mr. BURDETT. I understand that by the 
ruling of the Chair the debate on this question 
must be suspended at two o'clock. Iwill say, 
therefore, for the information of the House, 
that I propose to occupy about fifteen minutes, 
after which I will yield to the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. VoorneeEs, ] who represents the 
minority of the committee. 

Mr. Speaker, there have already been 
before the House for its consideration three 
election cases from the State of Louisiana; 
and in the discussion of two qf those cases 
many of the facts and considerations which 
have operne upon the mind ofthe committee 
in reaching its conclusions have received the 
attention of the House. In many of the facts 
and sarroundings of all these cases there isa | 
general similitude. Yet, sir, the factsin all 
the cases are not the same. Ft will be borne 
in mind that a committee was sent by this 
House tothe State of Louisiana for the pur- 
pose of investigating the allegations of fraud 
and violence which were made upon the one 
side and denied upon the other. From the ` 
committee who, under those instructions, went 
upon the ground and examined a large num- 
ber of witnesses face to face, has emanated 
this report, declaring that in the opinion of the 
committee, Mr. Newsham, and not Mr. Ryan, 
is entitled to the seat from the fourth district 
of Louisiana. This case differs from the other 
cases from the State of Louisiana in the fact 
that, apart from the question of fraud and vio- 
lence, apart from the question astothe returns 
of votes, the contestant has raised the point | 
upon which the House has directed the com- 
mittee to inquire, as to whether the contestee, 
Mr. Ryan, is ineligible to a seat on this floor, 


on account of his inability to take the oath © 


prescribed by the fourteenth article of the 
amendments to the Constitution. 

The committee have reported upon that 
question, and in their report they have felt it 
to be their duty, ontheevidence and the proof | 
submitted, to say to the House that in their : 
judgment Mr. Ryan is not eligible to a seat in | 
this House. But, Mr. Speaker, I do not pro- 
pose to go over that question at all. I do not 
propose to call for the reading of any testi- 
mony bearing on that part of the case. Nor 
do I propose to urge it upon the consideration 


` of the House, as the distinctive proposition to 
` be settled in this case is, Who is entitled to this 
= seat? That question the committee conceive 


will be wholly disposed of on the general merits 


` of the case. ; 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I desire the attention of 
the House while I say frankly to the House 
precisely how the question stands between the 
contestants for this seat upon the figures and 


the election returns. [hecertificate ofelection | 
was granted by the proper certifying officer of ` 


the State of Louisiana to Mr. Ryan, the con- 
testee. In that certificate it was certified that 
he had received 10,385 votes; and Mr. New- 
sham 5,606 votes. 
nevertheless, against seating Mr. Ryan, on the 
ground that this apparent majority was merely | 
the triumph of fraud and violence; that in 
truth and in fact, in several districts, or par- 


ʻi ishes, as they are termed in Louisiana, from | 
which this majority came, there was no fair | sonably 
| which gave a large majority for the contestant 


election, nor even the semblance of a fair elec- 
And in this charge, made by the contest- 
ant, the committee, after a most careful and : 
most laborious and most scrutinizing investi: | 
gation of the affairs connected with that elec- | 
tion, have been able most fully and most en- | 
tirely to agree. We standupon the floor to-day 

saying to the House, if our judgment has not 


'i bole. 
‚i witness after witness who tells the story of the 


i| be erased. 


The contestant objects, '; 
| able parishes. 


‘| ishes. 


deceived us, if we have not been most grossly 
led astray, there was not in four parishes of 
' that district (those four parishes which gave 
to Mr. Ryan his claim to a majority) any 
‘semblance, or, in fact, any pretense to a fair 
election at which the citizen could as he de- 
sired, if known to be a Repnblican, cast his 
vote, yea or nay. 

I desire to call the attention of the House at 
once to the peculiar state of facts, the anoma- 
lous, the unusual, the suspicious state of facts 
which upon the figures themselves at once 
appeal to the intelligence of every looker on 
in the discussion of this question. I call the 
attention of the House to the fact that there 
; was an election in these parishes in 1867; that 
‘there was an election in these parishes in 


. April, 1868, only a few months before the elec- 


tion now under consideration; that at those 
two former elections, when there was a reason- 
able degree of peace in those parishes, there 
. was a large Republican vote cast. I then call 
‘the attention of the House to the further fact 
that in the space of a few months a large num- 
‘ber, amounting to thousands, of Republican 
votes cast in these four parishes dwindled 
down to the insignificant number of 46 votes 
only; that in one of these parishes, where a 
large number of Republican votes were cast 
but seven months before, no single Republican 
vote was permitted to be cast; that in three 
others of these same parishes but one single 
Republican vote was cast as against thousands 
cast a few months before; that in the whole, 
I repeat again, of these five contested parishes 
thousands of Republican votes were dwindled 
down to only 46, and in four of them but 3 
Republican votes are returned. 

Mr. Speaker, the question upon this show- 
ing at once appeals to the intelligence with 
the inquiry how this anomalous state of facts 
occur? What cause was there which in so 
short time reversed the verdict of the peo- 
ple in so marked and peculiar a manner? 
The answer to this inquiry is found in the vol- 

- umes of testimony submitted to the House by 
the committee, from which it appears that at 
that election no men, save such as braved death 


< itself, were permitted to cast a Republican vote. 


i Mr. Speaker, this is not the language of hyper- 
I appeal to the testimony.. I appeal to 


state of things existing in those parishes. I 
would to God that much of that record could 
It is there to last forever a testi- 
| mony against us; and itis there to remind this 
House that a last appeal is made to their jus- 
tice for their decision as to whether or not the 
people shall be represented on this floor by the 
man of their own choice, or whether those who 
not only speak for themselves but who assume 
to speak for others shall be represented here. 
The whole number of votes cast in the entire 

. district was 20,500; the whole number of votes 
` registered was 25,027; the number registered 
but not voting was 4,507. And here, sir, 
I wish to call the attention of the House to 
` the fact that by excluding the parishes chal- 


i. lenged by the contestant, three fifths of the 


registered voters of the fourth district of Loui- 
siana are still represented in the parishes not 


challenged. ‘This is not a case in which if we 


exclude, as I expect the House to do, the four 


` contested parishes, but a smali number of vot- 
ers are represented by the vote of the peace- 
But excluding these parishes, 
which are sought to be excluded on the ground 


i| of intimidation and violence, there still remain 


three fifths of the entire voting population of 
the district who were represented in the par- 
ishes which were reasonably peaceable, and 


‘in this case. Two thirds of all the votes cast 
| in the district were cast in the peaceable par- 
| I observe, Mr. Speaker, that the time 
| when I agreed to yield to the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Voorsecs] has arrived. I there- 
fore yield to that gentleman the balance of the 
time remaining until two o’clock. 
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Mr. KERR. I would suggest to the gentle- | 
man from Missouri that he had better finish ‘| 
presenting his case before yielding to my col- 
league. Thegentleman has stopped in the very 
midst of his argument. 

Mr. BURDETT. I have endeavored to be 
as brief as I possibly could, and I shall try to 
occupy as little more time as I can. The com- | 
mittee claims that in the parishes of Caddo, 
De Soto. Bossier, and Sabine there was, on 
account of fraud, intimidation, and violence, 
no such election held as is entitled to be con- 
sidered by this House as a fair expression of 
the public will. We claim that the parish of 
Winn is also, to a large extent, amenable to 
the same charge. There are ten parishes in 
thedistrict. The polls in the four which I have 
just named are attacked for the cause I have 
stated. Inthe balance ofthe parishes—Rapides, 
Avoyelles, Natchitoches, Pointe Coupée, and 
West Feliciana—comprising three fifths of all 
the registered votes and two thirds of all the 
yotes cast in the district, we claim that there 
was such an election as is entitled to the con- 
sideration of the House as having been con- 
ducted with reasonable fairness. We claim, 
therefore, that those parishes which I have just 
named, and perhaps the parish of Winn, are 
entitled to be counted. And upon that show- 
ing we claim that Mr. Newsham is elected by 
1,308 majority, and that even if you add the 
parish of Winn, which gave a majority in favor 
of Mr. Ryan, Mr. Newsham, the contestant, 
bas still 645 majority of the legal votes cast in 
the district. This is, in brief, the claim which 
we setup. This is the claim as made by the 
committee, and to which we ask the consider- 
ation of the House. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Speaker, it has been 
resolved by this House that contested elections 
shall be judicially considered. I rise to-day to 
address the House as I would address a court : 
upon the questions of law and fact embraced 
in this record. If I can obtain sucha hearing 
as would be given in a court of justice I shall 
be glad; otherwise I shall expect this case to 
take the usual course that such cases have 
taken during the last ten years in this body. 

In commencing to present this case to the 
House I think it would not be unprofitable to 
consider who the contestee here is. Judge 
Ryan is an old resident of Louisiana. He has 
lived in the town of Alexandria for a quarter 
ofacentury. He is as well known as any cit- 
izen of that State. He has practiced law during 
his entire residence there, and stands at the ; 
head of his profession. I make these remarks © 
for the purpose of basing upon them an argu- 
ment. Such aman, of mark and of character, 
could not well entertain opinions there without | 
their being well known. Judge Ryan has held 
offices in the State of Louisiana. He has been 
amembcr of the legislative body of his adopted 
State. He has held judicial positions. He was 
aman of large, very large means, when the 
war broke out. Itis not, therefore, probable 
that his views in regard to the terrible ques- 
tions presented by the rebellion could have 
rested in obscurity. . 

The first question presented by the commit- | 
tee forthe consideration of the Houseis whether ` 
Judge Ryan is eligible to a seat in this House. 
After hearing the testimony they tell you in 
their report that he is not eligible because he 
was unfaithful to the Government during the 
war. They tell you that he was not a Union 
man; that he sympathized with rebels, and |; 
that therefore he cannot take the oath of office. |: 
That is the finding of the committee. Now, 
suppose that I show this finding so wholly un- 
sustained by testimony, so utterly without sup- | 
port, that there is not a man here who, sitting | 
as a juror, would consider it tenable for a 
moment. I think, then, it would go far to 
shake all the rest of the conclusions of the 
committee. I will proceed to demonstrate the | 
utter fallacy of this report. 

Here is a man of age, of eminence, and of | 
wealth, living in the city of Alexandria for aii 


' ing of this committee. 


© character forbids such a supposition. 


quarter of a century, who had his views in 
regard to the rebellion subjected to the find- 
There are two wit- 
nesses, one by the name of Calhoun, a white 
man, and the other a colored man from Ohio, 
by the name of Lott, who swear that Judge 
Ryan was not loyal. Calhoun swears that he 
heard him make a speech to confederate sol- 
diers, standing in a carriage. Lott swears that 
he heard him make the same speech from his 
door-step. Calhoun, who was in the habit of 
going to Ryan’s house almost constantly, says 
that Ryan sent his slaves, or nearly all of them, 
to Texas for the purpose of securing them in 
case of emancipation; also that he sent his 
cotton there. Iam stating their testimony as 
strongly as any member of the committee can 
state it, and giving it all its force and weight. 
They also swear that Judge Ryan wore a uni- 
form, which they think was rebel in its charac- 
ter, on one oc¢asion. 


Now, having stated all this, allow me to state | 


the contrary testimony, and no member of the 
committee will gainsay what I say. I shall 
certainly not misstate it on purpose, and I do 
not think I shall do so accidentally. Janes 
Madison Wells, Governor of the State of Lou- 


isiana, a man elected since the war, a Union | 


man throughout, who was elected as a Repub- 
lican, and voted for General Grant when he 


was elected President of the United States, || 


comes forward and swears that he knew Judge 
Ryan during the war, and saw him almost every 
day ; was at his plantation or the judge was at 
his daily. He swears that Judge Ryan was as 


good a Union man as he was, and never fal- ' 
tered in his attachment to the Government. | 
He swears that he himself was a Union man 


during the entire rebellion, never sympathized 
with it, and voted the Republican ticket as soon 
as he got a chance. That, I believe, is a tol- 
erably high test on the other side of the House. 


Here isthe Republican Governor of the State ; 


of Louisiana who swears point-blank that Judge 
Ryan was a loyal man during the entire war, 


and the committee find that he was nota loyal . 
They find it on the testimony of Cal- , 


man. 
houn, who I will show swears falsely, and this 
colored man from Ohio who was not indigenous 
tothe soil. And not only that, but in the argu- 
ment of the committee they cite the case of 


Dr. Sullivan, and say, with many flourishes of j; 


rhetoric, that he was a Union man par excel- 
lence. Well, he was; I knew the doctor. They 
gay that he was an officer under General Jack- 
son; that is true. And that he is a brother- 
in-law of Judge Ryan; that is all true. They 
say that he was arrested and imprisoned by the 


` rebels under General Richard Taylor, and that 
' Judge Ryan was not; that is true also. And 


I will tell you what is true besides: there are 


two Hamiltonsin the State of Texas, brothers; |: 


oneis Governor Hamilton, whom youall know, 


who was compelled to flee as a fugitive from 


his State because of his Unionism, and yet his 


: own brother, now a Senator of the United | 


States, and so good a Union man that he has 


' taken the oath and his seat, was allowed to | 


stay at home. 


Dr. Sullivan was suspected of being a spy, | 


very unjustly I know, because the doctor's 
It may 
have been that the relation which Judge Ryan 


| bore to Zachary Taylor, once President of the , 
. United States, may have had some influence | 
` on the mind of his son, General Dick Taylor, i 
who was in command in that department. All | 
these things may have had their effect. But to | 
" show how much fairness there is in the finding - 
of the committee, allow me to ask gentlemen | 


to turn to the evidence and read Dr. SaHivan’s 
own testimony in regard to Judge Ryan. He 
is the man whom they cite as an illustration 


against Judge Ryan, the man who they say was ` 
arrested. by the rebels, while Judge Ryan was . 


not; and their argument thereforeis that Judge 
Ryan was not a loyal man or he would have 
been arrested. He comes on the stand and 
testifies that first, last, and all the time Judge 


| Ryan’s loyalty was beyond doubt. That is Dr. 
| Sullivan’s testimony. Turn toit yourselves if 
i| you want to know the truth. I cannot in the 
| few moments allowed me in this debate read 
|} it. But we are all intelligent men, and I trust 
_ all fair men, and Dr. Sullivan, whom the com- 
mittee culogize, and eulogize justly, asa Union 
| man concerning whom thereis no doubt, swears 
positively and without reservation that there is 
_ just as little doubt of Judge Ryan’s loyalty as 
of his; that he knew him all the time; that he 
was a Douglas presidential elector in 1860; 
. that he opposed secession, and that he was 
' outspoken in his attachment to the Government 
during all the years of the rebellion. 
Now, if the House please—I find [have been 
almost betrayed into addressing this House as 
a court, knowing how judicially we are sitting 
upon this question—again, these very negroes, 
a dozen of them, Judge Ryan’s own slaves, 
who this fellow Calhoun swore were sent to 
Texas, (and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
STEVENSON] and the rest of the Committee of 
Elections will bear me cut in saying that these 
negroes, Betsy, Molly, and Harriet, house ser- 
vants, and Bob, Jim, and Jack, body servants, 
and the coachman of Judge Ryan,) came for- 
ward and swore, as this testimony shows, that 
i Calhoun was often in and about Judge Ryan’s 
! house; that there was not only no slave sent 
to Texas, but that Calhoun knew that none 
were sent to Texas or anywhere else. That is 
the testimony of the negroes themselves, the 
very negroes that Calhoun said were sent to 
Texas, They swear that they were not sent 
to Texas, and that Calhoun knew it. And fur- 
thermore, these negroes swear that their kind 
old master was loyal to the Government all the 
way through. His coachman, against whom 
the Judge once became angry because he al- 
lowed his horses to run away, and who, getting 
frightened, run off himself to New Orleans— 
even he swears to the loyalty of his former 
owner and friend. 
In regard to another statement of this in- 
former. Men are brought forward and state 
that a long time before the war broke. out in 
the State of Louisiana they had there a social 
: company, a sort of offspring of the Mexican 
war. ‘that company had a uniform, and once 
| during the rebellion Judge Ryan was seen with 
a coat on his back belonging to that suit of 
clothes. But it had no reference to the-con- 
| federacy, no reference to the rebellion ; it sim- 
| ply had reference to an old social relation 
| growing out of the organization of a former 
military company that served in a former 
national war. 
I ask gentlemen in all candor if they sup- 
pose that in regard to such a man as Judge 
Ryan any of these questions could be kept in 
doubt? He belongs to aclass anda nativity that 
|| speak out their sentiments plainly. Theyareof 

a temperament mercurial tu a degree. Itleads 
|, them to excitement for reasons less powerful 
| than those which sometimes ‘cause explosions 
! here. The children of the Emerald Isle are 
_ not proverbial for hiding their sentiments. Do 
i! gentlemen therefore believe that Judge Ryan, 
$ an eminent lawyer, a prominent citizen, a man 


|, of official station, could have held his tongue 
‘| during the entire war, or given utterance to 
i| such doubtful sentiments, if he bad been really 
in favor of the confederacy, as to leave his 
slaves and everybody else in ignorance of his 
sentiments until this wise and astute commit- 
tee examined into the matter? Sir, such a 
thing is beyond my comprehension. 

Against these fellows, Calhoun and Loit, I 
oppose the testimony of other men who can- 
not be doubted. The Governor of the State 
' testifies, and his testimony is in this book, that 
| Judge Ryan was loyal; and then comes Dr. 
| Sullivan, whose loyalty is above suspicion, and 
he testifies to the same effect. Then come all 
| those negroes who Calhoun said had been sent 
| to Texas, and they say they were not sent away; 
i that he never tried to do so, and did not want 
|| to send them away. They say, also, that Judge 
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Ryan was always faithful in his attachment to 
the flag. Sir, these men of wealth and posi- 
tion in the South, these men of cotton and 
slaves, were not doubted as to their position. 
One word more. I see that itis nearly two 
o'clock, and I know that I must stop at that 
time; consequently 1 have only touched upon 
the first question presented by the Committee 
of Elections, the question of ineligibility. 
When the subject comes up again I will then 
consider the question of the votes. I am 
authorized by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Baxxs,] who I regret to see is not 


mand of that department he was, during a ` 
period of eighteen months, frequently at Alex- ` 


| for the District of Columbia a bill (S. No. 492) 
i to incorporate the trustees of the Corcoran 
' Gallery of Art, and for other purposes, with a 
" recommendation that it pass. 

The bill was read. It proposes to create and 


constitute James M. Carlisle, James C. Hall, © 
George W. Riggs, Anthony Hyde, James G. 


Berret, James C. Kennedy, Henry D. Cooke, 
and James C. McGuire, of the city of Wash- 
; ington and of Georgetown, District of Colum- 
bia, and William T. Walters, of the city of 


- Baltimore, State of Maryland, and their suc- 
| eessors, a body-politic and corporate in law, 
now in his seat, to say that while he wasin com- - 


andria, and was often the guest of Judge Ryan. | 
He further authorizes me to say that Judge | 


Ryan was always understood by him and by 
his neighbors, as far as he knew, to be a Union 
man. 
that he has permission to refer to General 
Sherman as a voucher for his loyalty. The 
General is well acquainted with him, having 
frequently stayed at hishouse. General Sher- 
man was at one time a professor in the univer- 
sity of which Judge Ryan was president, and 
in the establishment of which he was largely 
instrumental. It was in this way that the rela- 
tions of General Sherman and Judge Ryan 
became intimate. 

This settles, I think, the question of loyalty, 
the question of eligibility. Here I will leave 
the case for to-day, simply asking members, 
if the resolution in regard to deciding these 
cases judicially be not a farce, to take up the 
testimony and examine it. If after such ex- 
amination they should believe the commit- 
tee justified in declaring Judge Ryan to be a 
disloyal man, such a conclusion will be the 
resuit of a mental process of which I can- 
not conceive. I do not refer now merely to 
the weight of the testimony; but I affirm that 
as affecting this qnestion of eligibility there 
is absolutely no testimony which would receive 
for a moment the consideration of any impar- 
tial court or jury. Iam glad to have had the 
opportunity to discuss this case thus far in the 
hearing of the House; for, whatever, may be 
the decision, it is due to Judge Ryan that the 
testimony should be placed in its proper light, 
that he may be relieved from the aspersions 
which, without evidence, without law, without 
justice, in my judgment, have been cast upon 
him by the finding of the committee. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The hour of two o’clock 


having arrived, and this being the third Friday | 


of the month, the business now in order is such 
as may be brought before the House by the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. . Mr. Speaker, I. ask 
unanimous consent to correct the Journal of 
this House of March 21, 1870. I am incorrectly 
recorded as voting in the negative on the motion 


to suspend the rules in order to consider the | 


bill for the relief of the Sisters of our Lady of 
Mercy of Charleston, South Carolina. 

resent condition of the Treasury I have be- 
ieved it impolitic to make payments for losses 


sustained during the war, but this case was | 


presented specially; and knowing, as I well did, 
the great services rendered by the Sisters of 
Mercy of Charleston to Union soldiersin prison 
and hospital, I voted in the affirmative to grant 


the relief requested ; and Lask that the Journal |} 


may be corrected accordingly. I never give any 
attention to the reading of the yeas and nays, 
and not until this morning, when my attention 
was for the first time called to it, did I know 
that I was recorded in the negative. 

The SPEAKER. € 
objection to the making of the correction. 


CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART. 
Mr. COOK reported back from the Committee 


I understand also from Judge Ryan | 


by the name and style of the Trustees of the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art, with the usual powers 
of a corporation, and to do and perform all 
other acts and things necessary or appropriate 


ferred on them in and by a certain deed from 
, William W. Corcoran, to them, dated the 10th 
of May, 1869, recorded on the 18th of the same 
month in liber D, No. 8, folio 294, et sequitur, 
one of the land records of Washington county, 


for the execution of the trusts created and con- . 


District of Columbia, to which reference is: 


made for greater certainty; the intent of 
this charter of incorporation being that the 


same shall be in execution of the trusts in ` 


the deed declared and set forth, and not toany 
other intent or purpose whatever. The Secre- 
tary of War, the Secretary of the Treasury, 


and the Secretary of State are also authorized . 


and directed to ascertain and settle, upon prin- 
ciples of justice, a fair and just compensation 
for the use of the ground and buildings described 
in the before-mentioned deed while the same 


were occupied by the United States for the pub- -| 


lic service; and the sum so ascertained and set- 
tled by them, or a majority of them, upon their 
certificate and award thereof, is to be paid to 


| the corporation. 


The third section remits any tax which may 
be claimed or due to the United States, by 


reason of the transfer of the property above 


In the || 


The Chair hears no |! 


mentioned, or the execution and delivery of 
the deed trom William W. Corooran to the 
above-named trustees. 

ii, The fourth section provides that the build- 
with all the works of artthat may be contained 
therein, shall be free from all taxes and assess- 
ments by the municipal authorities of the 

, United States so long as the same shall be held 
and used for the purposes set forth. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I rise to a point 

: of order. 


, eration in the Committee of the Whole on the 
> state of the Union. 
Mr. COOK. ‘The appropriation in this bill 


- United States for the use of this building. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. How much? 
Mr. COOK. 
, retary who rented the building. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. 
; any control? The amount is not fixed. 
; is to determine it? 

| Mr. COOK. 


Who 


i of State. 


| 
| in this District. 

| Mr. FINKELNBURG. Ihavevcalled atten- 
| tion to the subject. If the House ia willing I 
; do not make further objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
iit was accordingly read the third time, and 
| passed. 

; Mr. COOK moved to reconsider the vote by 
' which the bill was passed; and also moved 
| that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
i table. 

| The latter motion was agreed to. 

| MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

_A message was received from the President 

of the United States, by Mr. Horace Porter, 


one of his secretaries, notifying the House that 
he had approved and signed a bill (H. R. No. 


f ty for the purpose of an art galler 
in tbis Diariet, 7B 3 yi gages of real estate; provided that the whole 


1084) to incorporate the Washington Market 
Company. 


NATIONAL UNION SAVINGS-BANK. 


Mr. COOK, from the same committee, also 
reported back Senate bill No. 550, to incorpor- 
ate the National Union Savings- Bank of the 
District of Columbia, with the recommenda- 
; tion that it do pass. 

The bill was read. The first section provides 
that George H. Plant, William S. Huntington, 
Lewis Clephane, H. A. Willard, George W. 
Adams, S. P. Brown, William Stickney, B. P. 
, Snyder, A. L. Sturtavant, J. H. Lathrop, Na- 
thaniel Wilson, R. D. Mussey, Zenas C. Rob- 
bins, William B. Todd, Edward Simms, Joseph 
Casey, James M. Latta, Henry Willard, Wil- 
liam H. Philip, Alexander R. Shepherd, Wil- 
liam P. Dole, Hugh McCulloch, and Matthew 
G. Emery, are hereby created, and their suc- 
cessors and assigns shall be, and they are 
hereby, declared to be a body politic and cor- 
_ porate by the name and style of the Natienal 
. Savings-Bank of the District of Columbia, and 
_ by that name shall have succession and be capa- 
‘ble in Jaw to sue and be sued, plead and be 
‘impleaded, answer and be answered, defend 
. and be defended, in all courts of law and equity 

and elsewhere ; to make and to use a common 

seal, and the same to alter or renew at pleas- 

ure, and generally todo and perform all things 

relative to the object of this institution which 
‘is now or shall be lawful for any individual or 
` body politic or corporate to do. 

The second section provides that the officers 
of said corporation shall consist of a president 
; and vice president, who, together with seven 

trustees, shall constitute a board of managers, 
four of whom, if the president or vice pres- 
; ident, be present, shall constitute a legal meet- 
‘ing of such board for the transaction of busi- 
ness. 

The third section provides that said corpor- 
‘ation shall meet aunually in the month of 
' April, and as much oftener as they may judge 
' expedient, and any seven members of said cor- 


ie , : poration, the president, secretary, or treasurer 
ing and grounds connected therewith, together || 


being one, shall be a quorum, and the said 


‘| corporation at their annual meeting shall have 


The bill makes an appropriation, : 
` and must have, under the rule, its first consid- i; 


is only an appropriation of the rent due by the : 


The Secretary of War, the | 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary . 
Mr. Corcoran gave $500,000 worth 


' power to elect a president and a treasurer, who 
: Shall give bond in the sum of $10,000 for the 
faithful discharge of the duties of his office, 


' and all sach other officers as may be deemed 


, necessary; which officers shall continue in 
office one year and until others are chosen in 
their stead ; and all officers so chosen shall be 
' under oath to the faithful discharge of the 
: duties of their offices respectively, ’ 

The fourth section provides that said corpor- 
ation may receive on deposit, for the use and 


:| benefit of the depositors, all sums of money 
' offered for that purpose. 
It is to be settled by the Sec- |; 


All such sums may 
be invested in the stock of any bank incor- 


|| porated by Congress, or may be loaned on 
Is this subject to ! 


interest to any such bank, or may be loaned 
| on bonds or notes, with collateral security of 
the stock of such banks at not more than ninety 
per cent. of its par value, or they may be in- 
vested at the public funds of the United States, 
of the several States, or-loaned on a pledge of 
any of said funds, or invested in loans or mort- 


| amount of stock held hy the institution at one 
time in any one bank, both by way of an in- 
vestment and as a surety for loans, shall not 
exceed one half of the capital stock of such 
bank, and that not more than three quarters 
of the whole sum deposited in the institution 


‘| shall be at any one time invested in mortgages 


of real estate. The income or interest of all 
deposits shall be divided among the depositors, 
or their legal representatives, according to the 
terms of interest stipulated; and the principal 


i| may be withdrawn: at such times or in such 


j manner as the corporation shall in its by-laws 
direct. 

The fifth section provides that no officer, 
director, or committee charged with the duty 
| of investing the deposits shall borrow any 


1870. 


— 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


portion thereof, or use the same, except in 
payment of the expenses of the corporation ; 


| 


and if any officer, director, agent, or other per- : 
son connected with said bank, and interested | 
with the funds or deposits thereof, shall em- - 
bezzle or fraudulently convert the same to his `: 


own use, he shall be deemed guilty of larceny, 
and shall, on conviction thereof by any court 
competent to try the offense, be imprisoned in 
the penitentiary not less than one nor more 
than ten years. 

The sixth section provides that:the subordi- 
nate officers and agents of said corporation 
shall respectively give such security for their 
fidelity and good conduct as the board of man- 
agers may from time to time require, and said 


REDUCING TUF WIDTH OF A PUBLIC ALLEY. 


Mr. COOK, from the same committee, also 
reported back a bill (H. R. No. 2063) to direct 
the reduction of the width of an alley in square 
376 in the city of Washington, with an amend- 
ment. 7 

The bill directs the municipal government 


of Washington city to reduce the width of the į 


' public alley entering square 376 from Ninth 


board shall fix the salaries of such officers and | 


agents. 

The seventh section provides that the per- 
sons named as corporators in the first section 
of this act shall be authorized to meet and or- 
ganize said bank by the election of one of their 
number as president and one as vice president, 


and thereupon shall proceed to elect such per- : 


sons as they shall select, to be added to their ` 


board of managers, so that the whole number 


of trustees or managers, including the presi- . 
dent and vice president, shall not exceed nine | 


ersons. 


The eighth section provides that this cor- 


poration shall make an annual report to Con- 
gress of their funds and investments. Said 
returas shall specify the following particulars : 
the number of depositors; total amount of 


deposits; amount invested in bank stock and : 


depositedin bank on interest; amount secured 
by bank stock; amount invested in public 
funds; loans on security of public funds ; loans 
on mortgage of real estate; loans on personal 
securities; amount of cash on hand; total div- 
idends of the year; annual expenses of the 
iustitution—all of which shall be certified and 
sworn to by the treasurer; and five or more of 
the managers shall also certify and make oath 
that the said return is correct according to their 
best knowledge and belief. 

The ninth section provides that the books 
of said corporation shall at all times during 
their hours of business be open for inspection 


`. buildings, grounds, and property appurtenant © 


and examination to the Comptroller of the 


Currency or depositors. 

The tenth section provides that said corpora- 
tion may make by-laws for the more orderly 
management of their business, not repugnant 
to law; may have a common seal, which they 
may change at pleasure ; that all deeds, grants, 


covenants, and agreements made by their treas- , 


urer, or any other person by their authority, 
shall be good and valid; and said corporation 
shall have power to sue and may be sued, 
defend, and be held to answer by the name 
aforesaid. 


The eleventh section provides that the said | 
corporation shall file a bond, with security, with | 


the clerk of the supreme court of the District, 
to be approved by one of the judges of the said 


court to the United States, in the penal sum | 


of $200,000, with a condition to pay and to sat- 
isfy to every depositor or person entitled, such 
sum as the party may be entitled to within thirty 
- days after such deposit shall be demanded; 
and which bond may be sued by any depositor 
or person entitled after such demand and re- 
fusal to pay; and that the said supreme court 
shall have power to require a new bond and 


new security at any time they may deem it | 


necessary for the interest of parties inter- 
ested, 

The twelfth section provides that Congress 
shall at all times possess the power to alter, 
amend, or repeal this act. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed, 

Mr. COOK moved to reconsider the voté by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


street west from twelve feet to a width of seven |: 


feet, and that the portior restored to individual 
property be added to lot 22, from which the 
entire alley was originally taken. 

The amendment in the bill and in the title 
was to strike out ‘‘directed’’ and insert ‘‘au- 
thorized.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COOK. I move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 


` engrossed and read a third time; and being 


engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. COOK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the i 


table. i 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


EXEMPTION FROM TAXES. 
Mr. COOK also, from the same committee, 


. teported back, with amendments, the bill (H. 


R. No. 2005) exempting from taxes -certain 
property in the District of Columbia. 

The bill was read. It provides that from 
and after the passage of the act all churches, 


: parsonages, and parochial schools, and all 


thereto, and used in connection therewith in 


' the District of Columbia, shall be exempt from 
' any and all taxes or assessments, national, 
. municipal, or county. 


i word ** houses;’’ 


The amendments reported from the com- 
mittee were as follows: 


In line four strike out the words “' parsonages and 
parochial,” and after the word “schools” insert the 


and school-houses and all buildings.” 
Add as a new section the following: 


Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted, &c., Thatsavings-banks i 


may be organized within the District, under the pro- 
visions of section four of an act to provide for the 
creation of corporations in tho District of Columbia 


: by general Jaw, and the limitation of twenty years 
: provided for in said section for the existence of cor- || 


porations created under and by virtue of the pro- 


' visions of said section shall not apply to corporations 


formed only for the purpose of life insurance. 


Amend the title so that it shall read: ** An act ex- |; 


empting from taxes certain property in the District 


of Columbia, and to amend the act to provide forthe i 
creation of corporations in the District of Columbia 


by general law.” 


Mr. COBURN. I understand that the bill 
applies now exclusively to church property. 


Mr. COOK. We propose to amend the first , 


section so that it shall apply only to churches 
and school-houses. 


The amendments reported by the committee - 


were agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. COOK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved | 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed ‘to. 


NATIONAL THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 
Mr. COOK. I ask unanimous consent to 


| report from the Committee for the District of 


Columbia a bill which is necessary to. correct 
an act which passed the House a month ago 
to-day. Is has not been referred to the com- 


mittee, but the committee have examined it, | 


and approve of it. p 
There being no objection, 


Mr. COOK, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 2064) to repeal the 
preamble to an act in relation tothe National 


so that it will read, ‘‘a]l churches i! 
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Theological Institute, approved April 2, 1870; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed aud read a third time. 

The bill was read. It repeals the preamble 
to an act entitled ‘‘An act declaring the con- 
struction of an act to incorporate the National 
Theological Institute, approved May 10, 1866,” 
and also an act to amend angct entitled ‘An 
act to incorporate the National Theological 
Institute and to define and extend the powers 
of the same,” approved April 22, 1870. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for 

a third reading; and being engrossed, it was’ 
i accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. COOK moved to reconsider the vote by 
|. which the bill was passed ; and also moved that 
: the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 

1 Mr. COOK. I now yield to my colleague 
on the committee, the gentleman trom Ohio, 
| [Mr. WELKER. ] 
|| JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS IN THE DISTRICT. 
| Mr. WELKER, from the Committee for the 
l District of Columbia, reported a bill (H. R. 
| No. 2065) to further amend the law of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia in relation to judicial pro- 
|: ceedings, and preserve records of marriages 
;, therein; which was read a first and second 
i time. 
i The question was on ordering the bill to be 
‘| engrossed and read a third time. 
i The bill was read, and is as follows: 
‘| Be it enacted, &c., That all fictions in the plead- 
; ings in the action of ejectment within said District 
be, and are hereby, abolished; and all actions for 
| the recovery of real estate in said District shall be 
! commenced in thename of the real party in interest, 
and against the party claiming to own or be pos- 
' sessed thercof. 3 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That any of the 

' duties of the clerk of the supreme court of the Dis- 


i trict of Columbia may be performed, in his name, by 
any of the assistant clerks in his otfice, and said 
j 
j 


assistants may sign the name of tho clerk to any pro- 
cess, certificate, or other official act required by law 
or by the practice of the court to be performed by 
said clerk, and may authenticate said signature by 
| affixing the seal of the court thereto, whereon the 
impress of the seal is necessary to its authentication. 
| In such cases the signature shall be “ ; 
| Clerk, by , assistant clerk.” 
Src. 3. And be it further enacte/, That after a judg- 
: ment for a debt amounting with interest to twenty 
| dollars, exclusive of costs, before a justice of the 
| peaceofthe District of Columbia, the judgment cred- 
| itor may, when execution is returned no personal 
| property tound whereon to levy, file in the clerk’s 


| office of the supreme court of the District of Colum- 
| bia a certified copy of such judgment, and which 
| Shall be docketed ia the docket of law causesin said 
office in the same manner as appeals from justices 
ji are docketed there; and when so docketed the force 
i! and effect of the judgment shall be the same, as to 
lien and execution, as ifit had been a judgment of 
said court. à 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the pur- 
pose of preserving the evidence of marriages in the 
District of Columbia every minister of the Gospel, 
appointed or ordained according 10 the rites and 
ceremonies of his church, whether his residence be 
in the District of Columbia or elsewhere in the Uni- 
ted States or its Territories, may be licensed to cel- 
ebrate marriagesin the said District; and the license 
shall be issued by the clerk of the supreme court of 
said District in the following form: 

“To any minister of the Gospel authorized to 
celebrate marriages in tho District of Columbia, 


greeting: . : 
You are hereby licensed to solemnize the rites 
of marriage between —— ——, of ——, and —— -—, 


of ——, if you find no lawful impediment thereto; and 
having done so, you are commanded to appear in the 
clerk’s office of the supreme court of said District 
and certity the same. 

* Witness my hand and the seal of said court 7 

T » Clerk. 

: Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That said clerk 
`- shall provide a record book of his office, consisting 
' of licenses in the above form, printed in blank, one 
of which he shall fill up with the names of the par- 
ties for whose union any license has been issued, and 
beneath it shall be printed a certificate, to be mage 
. by the minister who solemnized the marriage, in the 
| following form: ` i 
© “IL— —, minister of — church, in —, hereby 
. certify that, by authority of a license of the same _ 
tenor as the foregoing, I solemnized the marriage of 
-< the parties aforesaid, on the —— day of —, 18—, 
+, at —, in the District of Columbia. 


” 


Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That a copy of any 
‘license and certificate recorded in said book, certi- 
fied by said clerk under his hand and the seal of the 
court, shall be competent evidence of said marriage. 


ad 
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Mr. WELKER. IJ call the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- | 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 


and read a third time; and being engrossed, it |i 


was accordingly read the third time, and passed. . 
Mr. WELKER moved to reconsider the vote ` 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved | 


that the motion go reconsider be laid on the oer etd o eteo me following words: “having 


“| first obtained permission therefor from the Legis- 
_ lature of each State or Lerritory.”’ 


table. ; 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 
. A message from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, | 
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate 
had agreed to the concurrent resolution of the 
House fixing a day for the final adjournment 


and by-laws, and also make an annual report 
to Congress of its progress and proceedings. 
The amendments reported by the committee 


|: were as follows: 


_ Amend section one, in line twenty-one, by insert- 
ing after the word *‘ convey” the word “such,” and 


after the word *' personal’’ the following words: “as :; 


may be necessary to enable them to carry out the 
objects of their organization, and no more.” 
Amend section two, in line four, by inserting after 


The amendments were agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being en- 


ance of any estate in lands, but is made, or 
intended to be made, defeasible by force of a 
deed of defeasance, bond, or other instrument 
for that purpose, the original conveyance shall 
not thereby be defeated or affected as against 
any person other than the maker of the defeas- 
ance, or his heirs or devisees, or persons hav- 
ing actual notice thereof, unless the instrument 
of defeasance shall have been recorded, accord- 
ing to law, within ninety days after the date of 


` said deed. 


: grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, | 


- and 


of the present session of.the Forty- First Con- | 


gress, with an amendment, in which the con- - 
currence of the House was requested. 

Several MEMBERS. 
read. 
The Clerk read the concurrent resolution, as 
follows: 


Resolved, (the Senato concurring,) That the Pres- 
ident of the Senate and tho Speaker of the House of 
Representatives do declaro their respective Houses 
adjourned sine die on Monday, the 4th day of July 
next, at twelve o’clock m. 


The amendment of the Senate was also read, that any conveyance of lands worded in sub- 


as follows: 


Strike out the words ‘Monday, the 4th,” and | 
insert ` Friday, the 15th.” 


Mr. DAWES. I move thatthe amendment 
be concurred in. 

Mr. COBURN. I hope the gentleman will 
postpone his motion till there is a full House. 

Mr. DAWES. I think there will be no 
objection to it. 

The question was put; and the amendment , 
of the Senate was concurred in. . 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote : 
by which the amendment was concurred in; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


AMERICAN UNION ACADEMY. 


Mr. KNOTT, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported back, with an 
amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 1926) to in- | 


corporate the American Union Academy of | 
Literature, Science, and Art. li 


The bill was read. It incorporates a num- 
ber of persons therein named under the name 
of ‘the American Union Academy of Liter- 


ature, Science, and Art,” and by that name |! 
constitutes them a corporation with capacity |, 


to sue and be sued in any court of justice, to 
acquire, hold, and convey property, real and 
personal, to have a corporate seal, and to use | 
and exercise all the powers, rights, and priv- 
ileges incident to such corporations, having 
for its objects the advancement of literature, 
science, and art, and securing coöperation and 
concert of action in the diffusion of knowledge | 
throughout the country. | i 

The bill provides in its second section that | 
this academy shall have power to make and 
ordain its own organization, including its con- 
stitution, by-laws, and rules and regulations, 
and to provide for the necessary officers and 
agents for conducting its affairs, and all other 
matters needful and useful in such institution. 

The bill provides in its third section that it 
shall also have power to establish a branch of 
the institution in the capital of any State or 
Territory, or in any city of the United States, 
as auxiliary to its objects. And questions 
pertinent te the scope of the several depart- 
ments of the academy and of importance to 
the public interest, which may be officially 
submitted to the academy or its branches by 
the officers of the General or State govern- 
ments, or by any association, shall receive 
prompt consideration, and shall be responded 
to in such manner as the academy shall pre- 
scribe. 

The fourth section provides that the acad- 
emy shall report to Congress its constitution 


Let the amendment be -: 


passed. 

Mr. KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONVEYANCE OF REAL ESTATE. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the same committee, 
reported back, with an amendment, the bill 


H. R. No. 1633) to simplify the conveyance ` 
( ) Sad yange | Mr. MeKENZIE, from the same committee, 


of real estate in the District of Columbia. 
The bill wasread. The first section provides 


‘stance as follows: ‘A B conveys and war- 


rants to C D [here describe the premises] 


: for the sum of,’’ [here insert the considera- 


' tion,] the said conveyance being dated and 
. duly signed, sealed, and acknowledged by the 


grantor, shall be deemed and held to be a con- 
veyance in fee simple to the grantee, his heirs 


for himself and his heirs and personal repre- 
sentatives that he is lawfully seized of the 
premises, has good right to convey the same, 


‘,and guaranties the quiet possession thereof; 


that the same are free from all incumbrances, 
and that he will warrant and defend the title 
to the same against all lawful claims. 

The second section 


lows: “A B quitclaims to C.D [here describe 
the promises for the sum of,’’ [bere insert 


' and assigns, with covenant from the grantor ; 


rovides that any con- ' 
veyance of lands, worded in substance as fol- |: 


the consideration, ] the said conveyance being - 


duly signed, sealed, and acknowledged by the 
grantor, shall be deemed to be a good and 
sufficient conveyance in quitclaim tothe grantee, 
his heirs and assigns. 
sary to use the words ‘‘ heir and assigns of the 
grantee’’ to create in the grantee an estate of 
inheritance ; and if it be the intention of the 
grantor to convey any lesser estate, it shall be 
so expressed in the deed. 

By the third section it is provided that any 
mortgage of lands, worded in substance as fol- 


‘lows: “A B mortgages and warrants to C 
: D [here describe the premises] to secure the 
| repayment of,’’ [here recite the sum for which 


the mortgage is granted, or the notes or other 


‘| evidences of debt, or a description thereof, 


sought to be secured, also the date of the repay- 
ment, ] the said mortgage being dated and duly 
signed, sealed, andacknowledged by the grantor, 
shall be deemed and held to be a good and 
sufficient mortgage to the grantee, his heirs, 
assigns,executors, and administrators, with war- 
ranty from the grantor and his legal represent- 
atives of perfect title in the grantor, and against 
all previous incumbrances ; and if, in the above 


form, the words ‘‘and warrant’’ be omitted, the . 
mortgage shall be good, but without warranty. . 
The fourth section provides that every con- | 


veyance or mortgage of lands, or of any-inter- 


est therein, and every lease for more than | 
three years, shall be recorded in the office’ of | 
the register of deeds in the District of Colum- | 


It shall not be neces- ' 


The amendment reported by the committee 
was to insert after the word “ faith,” in line eight 
of section four, the words ‘‘without notice.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
| engrossed and read a third time; and being 
| engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to reconsider the 
i vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
| on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


COLUMBIA RAILWAY COMPANY. 


; reported back, with the recommendation that 
: it do pass, the bill (S. No. 227) to incorporate 
the Columbia Railway Company of tie District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. MeKENZIE. 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and underthe operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 
| passed. 

Mr. McKENZIE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
‘ on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DIVORCES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. COWLES, from the same committee, 
reported back, with an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute, the bill (S. No. 76) concerning 
divorces in the District of Columbia. 

The Senate bill was read. It provides that 
in all cases in which by existing law the supreme 
court of the District of Columbia is authorized 

, to decree divorces from bed and board it shall 

in cases hereafter instituted have authority in 

; its discretion to declare divorce from the bonds 
of matrimony. 

The substitute reported by the committee 
was then read, as follows: 


That in addition to the causos for which the su- 
preme courtof the District of Columbia may now 
grant divorces from the bonds of matrimony such 


I move the previous 


'. divorces may be granted for— 


First. Habitual drunkenness for the period of three 
years on the part of the party complained against, 

Second. Cruelty of treatment endangcring the life 
and health of the party complaining. Í 

Third. Willful desertion and abandonment by the 
party complained against of the party complaining 
tor the full and uninterrupted space of three years. 


Mr. NIBLACK. Idesire to inquire whether 
the committee will not consent to make the 
period of abandonment less than three years? 

` I move to strike out ‘‘ three” and insert  two.”’ 


“ I think that is long enough. 


Mr. LAWRENCE. What time does the 


' pill fix? 


bia ; and every such conveyance or lease not ; 


so recorded within ninety days from the exe- 


cution thereof shall be fraudulent and void as |, 
against any subsequent purchaser or mortgagee | 


in good faith for a valuable consideration. 


By section five it is provided that when a ` 


deed purports to contain an absolute convey- 


© divorces may be granted. 


t 
1 
i 
if 
i 
1 


Mr. NIBLACK. Three years. My amend- 
ment will keep the people of this District from 
going out West and obtaining a residence there 
for the purpose of procuring divorces. I desire 
to protect the western States from the emigra- 
tion that goes there to seek divorces. I hope 
there will be no objection to the amendment. 

Mr. COOK. Iam very much opposed to 
shortening the time of abandonment for which 
It seems to me that 
the bonds of matrimony will be light enough, 
! even if we do not make them as light in this 
' District as they are in the State represented 
‘ by my friend over the way, [Mr. Nrpuack.] | 
| “Mr. NIBLACK. Personally I am not in 
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favor of the lax system of obtaining divorces 


Union, and I have never been in favor of it. 
I know there are grave objections to such a 
system viewed from manystand-points. Viewed 
from the religious stand-point, there are many 
and grave objections in the minds of many of 
the good people of the country. But I think 
the most of the objections frotn the religious 
stand-point are in relation to a divorced party 
marrying again; not so much to the granting 
of divorces as to the subsequent marriage of 
the divorced party. 

So far as a liberal system of granting divorces 
is concerned I do not think there are such 
grave objections to it as many people seem 
to suppose. In the minds of most persons 


who clamor so loudly against the granting of | 
divorces the offense seems to be in marrying ` 
after divorce, and, perhaps, to divorce being | 


granted except for certain causes.. But we 
may as well conform ourselves to the condition 
of things that surrounds us. 
many of the States is to greater liberality upon 
the subject of divorces, and the result is that 


when a person is residing in a State that is not ` 
liberal upon that subject, if he desires to ob- ; 


tain a divorce be goes to some other State 
which is more liberal, and there he succeeds 
in obtaining a divorce, after which he returns 
to the place of his former residence. Now, 
while we are about it, I think we may as well 


conform somewhat to the tendencies of the | 
time, at least sufficient to prevent persons who | 


want divorces from emigrating to other States— 
to my own State, if you please. I know that 


my own State has a bad reputation on this sub- | 


ject, but much of it is undeserved. 

Mr. COOK. 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. NIBLACK. Certainly. 

Mr. COOK. 1 would ask the gentleman if 
he would have this District enjoy the same bad 
reputation which he says attaches to his own 
State? And would he have parties come here 
to the District of Columbia to reside for the 
space of two years for the purpose of obtaining 
divorces? _ . 

Mr. NIBLACK. I understand that in the 
gentleman’s own State of Illinois two years is 
the limit for desertion; and I think thatis a 


very fair average time, everything considered. | 
We have heretofore made the District of Co- ` 


lumbia a sort of experimental garden in which 


Congress should try its peculiar notions; and | 
I do not see why we should not try this experi- | 


ment here on the subject of divorces. 


Mr. COOK. The experiment was tried in | 


Indiana. 
Mr. NIBLACK. The District of Columbia 
has not heretofore demanded much considera- 


tion of Congress, and I think we have not given | 
much attention to either the morals or the | cient gra f 
' but the court may in its discretion: grant a 


rights of the eitizens of the District of Colum- 
bia; not so much as we ought at least. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to say a single 
word upon this subject. I think we ought not 
to treat this matter in any spirit of banter or 
levity, because it is a serious matter, affecting 
the best interests of society. It seems to me 


that we should fix this term as nearly as pos- |: 


sible to conform to the term that obtains in the 
various States of this Union, or at least in a 
majority of them. In my own State, and gen- 
erally in my part of the country, two years is 
the limit fixed for the time of desertion. 

Mr. WELKER. In most of the western 
States the limit is three years. | 


Mr. MAYNARD. Not in Indiana, nor in | 


Illinois, as I understand from. the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Nipuack. | 

Mr. WELKER. | It is one year in Indiana. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The term in my State is 
two years, and go it is in other States around 
us. {think we ought. to bring it as near as 
possible to the general law of the land on that 
subject. i 

Mr. ARNELL. I desire to offer a single 
amendment in regard to drunkenness. . 


The tendency in | 


Will the gentleman allow me - 


> lax Mr. NIBLACK. One word more in regard | different ways. It is desirable to have a uni- 
which obtains in many of the States of the || to my motion, and then I shall not occupy the | formity of practice in this matter. Hence it 


floor further. Inall that I have said I want it 


| 
| 


vail ia many of the States upon the subject of 
divorces. 


distinctly understood that I am not the advo- | 
cate of those extremely liberal laws which pre- | 


{ make my motion in view of the | 


circumstances which surround us, and with the © 


object of bringing the laws of this District into 

conformity, as nearly as may be in this re- 

spect, to the laws generally prevailing in the 

States, so that residents of this District may 
| not be driven to the supposed necessity of 
| here. ‘This is the practical view which I take 
i of this question. i . 

Mr. COWLES. I suppose it is unneces- 
sary to male any extended reply to the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
NIBLACK,} or those of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp.] ‘The committee 
propose aterm of three years with regard to 
all these grounds of divorce. If in framing a 
law on this subject far the District of Colum- 
bia we should attempt to make it conform to 
the laws of the various States of the Union, 
we should find ourselves at sea, because the 
laws of no two States are alike in this respect. 
It seems to me the period of three years is 


i resorting to the courts of the States for the . 
| purpose of obtaining divorces denied them | 


‘ short enough to be prescribed as the term be- | 


can be assumed. 
a term to allow to a party against whom there 
may be ground of complaint, so that he may 
, have an opportunity to reform, and thus obvi- 
ate the necessity of an application to the courts. 
' It seems to me the provisions of the bill are 
fair and just, not oppressive to either party. 

Mr. NIBLACK. | Onesingle suggestion fur- 
' ther. 
` whether for mere-abandonment a divorce ought 
: to be decreed at all; but this bill recognizes 


There. are grave doubts in my mind . 


, abandonment as a sufficient ground for divorce. | 


If we recognize this principle, then a term of 
two years is sufficient to show the intent of the 
party ; and this being sufficfently disclosed, it 
seems to me unnecessary to keep the parties 


, together longer, if they.are to be divorced atall. : 


Mr. PETERS. I movetoamend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman trom Indiana [Mr. Nrs- 
LACK] by substituting these words: 


where either of the above causes has continued 


misconduct of the party complained of. 


I wish to say that in my own State we have 
a provision of this kind, and it works well. 
By the law of Maine abandonment for three 
years, without the existence of any other cir- 
cumstaness, is a sufficient ground for divorce ; 


| divorce, after desertion for two years, upon 
' proof of other misconduét, such, for instance, 


|: continuous character necessary to constitute 
|: in itself a ground for divorce,) or conduct in- 


tion, although absolute adultery may not be 
: proved. I think the provision embodied in 
: My amendment is much preferable to the prop- 
‘| osition of the gentleman from Indiana. 


Mr. COWLES. I consent that the amend- 


, nite term of three years should be fixed so as 
i to leave nothing in this respect to the. dis- 
| cretion of the court. The object sought in 
|i the substitution of our amendment for the 
' Senate bill was to avoid the uncertainty which 
|| there might be with reference to cases of this 
| kind if the precise term were not prescribed 
: by statute. 


|| adopted, it will allow the courts to regulate 


| 


' years. 


seems to me that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Maine should not receive the favor 
of the House. 

Mr. PETERS. The gentleman will allow 
me a moment. It fixes the time at two years, 
so that a party cannot obtain a divorce for 
desertion during less than that time. That is 
certain. In ordinary cases it is fixed at three 
When the libelant proves that the 


libelee has willfaliy and maliciously deserted 


| fore the expiration of which parties shall nat | 
be permitted to come into court and ask to be |, 
relieved from the most sacred obligations which 

This period is not too long | 


for two years, and at the same time been guilty 
of other misconduct, such as intemperance of 
a gross character, of habits not. becoming a 
man to live in a married condition, though 
they may not amount to proof of adultery—a 
difficult thing to prove—and a great many 
other things, they are to be considered by the 
court, in its discretion, as good ground for 
divorce. It seems tome in every case a divorce 
should be granted in three years for desertion. 
It seems to me where there are other causes 
it should be granted in less time, leaving that, 
however, to the discretion of the court. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. ‘The bill now before the 
House raises a question of grave and serious 
importance. I believe I am opposed to the 
bill as it came from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. Certainly lam opposed 
to the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Nipuack,] and to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. 
Perers.] It is proposed by the gentleman 
from Indiana that two years of willful absence 


i shall be suflicient ground for a divorce, to 


which the amendment of the gentleman from 


' Maine adds, ‘‘or if the party shall happen to 


be guilty of other gross misconduct.’’ Itseems 
to me this bill, and especially if the amend- 
ments proposed to be ingrafted upon it shall 
be adopted, will furnish the means by which 
‘divorces may be made easy.” The party 
desiring may consult a lawyer and obtain legal 
advice to know what is requisite to obtain a 
divorce. He may absent himself willfully for 
two years; and if he finds other gross miscon- 
duct necessary to obtain a divorce in two years 
he will add that to complete the cause. This 
is simply an invitation to parties to separate 
for the requisite time in order to obtain.a di- 
vorce. And if the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Maine is added, it is an invitation to 


n add the other causes in order to fill the bill. 


But thecourt may, in its discretion, granta oe n 
or | 
: the period of two years, upon proof of other gross | 


: a3 gross intemperance, (although not of that į: 


| 
| 
| 
| ment maybe offered. I wish to say, however, | 
| that the committee thought it best that a defi- - 


If the amendment proposed by . 
‘the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Psrers] be. 


Now, as we have been legislating for the sup- 
pression of polygamy in Utah by a bill which 
has passed the House and is now pending in 
the Senate, and have made loud professions in 
favor of the sanctity of the marriage relation, 
we ought not by any such proposition as the 
one now before us to render this sacred rela- 
tion insecure and invite the means for its 


‘ destruction. 


Mr. PETERS. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Certainly. 

Mr. PETERS. Does the gentleman sup- 


, pose a divorce will be granted by the courts 
: on the proof of collusion between the par- 


l: eonsistent with the purity of the marital rela- |. 


ties? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. IT understand all that. 
When you furnish the means by which divorces 
may be easily obtained you invite parties to 


, embrace the opportunities you turnish. A party 


desiring a divorce will ask, not what he shall 
do to be saved, not how he may remedy slight 
difficulties, but how he may get rid of a wife, 
or how a wife may get rid of a husband. Par- 


: ties will be told by this act of Congress, if this 


bill shall pass, that absence for two years will 
secure a divorce. Gentlemen may say that is 
not all that it provides in order to obtain a 
divorce. If the amendment of the gentleman 


: from Maine prevails, a party desiring to make 


acause for divorce will be advised that he must 
be guilty of some other gross misconduct. He 


‘. will be invited to be guilty of that in order to 


this matter according to their own discretion, © 
and different judges may administer the lawin .. 


fill the bill. He ean add drunkenness or any- 
thing else necessary to secure adivorce. There 
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are men of that sort, I regret to say. For the 
sake of humanity I hope they may not be 
numerous, but still there are very many such, 
I have no doubt. 

Mr. MUNGEN. Does the gentleman sup- 
pose that the court would grant a divorce as 
the result of a party’s own wrong-doing? that 
is, does he suppose that the collusion he states 
between the parties would be considered good 

round for a divorce ? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. A wife either at the 
instigation of her husband, on cause furnished 
by him, or without such instigation, could ob- 
tain a divorce, and it will be impossible for 
courts to know of collusion since neither party 
cantestify. But if we do not furnish the facil- 
ities for divorce proposed by this bill parties 
will become reconciled, settle their differences, 
learn to subdue their passions, and improve 
themselves in the way of well-doing, and thus 
preserve the sanctityof the marriage relation, 
avoid the evils to parties, to children, to the 
public, and to the cause of good, resulting 
from the breaking up of the family relation. 
The result would be that many who under this 
law would absent themselves for the requisite 
time would continue to reside with their wives 
and learn to be good husbands, and the land 
would be blessed with happyhomes. But pass 
this bill and this capital city will be cursed with 
homes destroyed, families broken up, children 
left to destitution and crime, and society will 
be shocked with scenes of degradation and 
distress. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I am amazed that the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, with 
such intelligence as I know it possesses—— 

A Memuper. In times past. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. A committee which in 
times past possessed so much intelligence 


should at this time report a bill with tbe pro- | 


visions this bill contains. What does it pro- 
pose? To offer the relief of divorce to hus- 
bands and wives in certain cases; but what 
cases! and what causes! Your bill compels a 
wife to live with a drunken sot for three con- 
tinuous years before she can be divorced by 


, passed thirty years ago. 


woman. 
complaint, but the court does not consider that 
the cruelty she charges endangers her life, and 
remands hee back to the man she fears and 
dreads! What! You compel her to risk her 
lifeagain! And more; you condemn the woman 
to be abandoned by her husband for three 
long years before you allow her to apply fora 
divorce! 1 ask what isthe gist of this offense? , 
Is it not the willfulness of the desertion? Must 
it continue for three years to establish that? 
How much is the offense aggravated by its con- 


statute that the acts of cruelty shall be con- 
tinued for the space of two years. My colleague 
is entirely mistaken in relation to that. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, Allow me to say that 


` I have heard several decisions made myself. 


. for one moment to this proposition. 


tinuing three years instead of one? Isay that ` 


the willfulness of the desertion is the very gist 
of this cause for a divorce ; and yet you compel 
the woman to go on withoutany possible reliet 
and with no hope for it, except the hope that 
the moral monster who has deserted her shall 


generously die inthe mean time. Ourown State, `: 


(Illinois) makes the period but two years, and 
other States make it two. I think one year 
of willful desertion of a wife should entitle her 
toa divorce on that ground. 1 ask the Clerk 
to read the first section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Habitual drunkenness for a period of three years 
on the part of the party complained against. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Habitual drunkenness 
is a cause for divorce in our State, but it need 
not continue more than two years. Hence 


Mr. COOK. Jn what court? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
in the State of Illinois. 

A Mempen. T call for the record. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I can producethe record. 

Mr. COOK. Iwill modify my statement and 
say that no such decision was ever made out- 
side of the county of Peoria. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Oh, yes; many. 

Mr. COOK. No such decision has been 
made by the supreme court of the State. 

` Mr. SHANKS. [would ask whether at this 

stage we can substitute the Indiana statute of 
divorce? I think it is liberal enough for any 
district or State. 

Mr. COOK. Task the attention of the House 
The diffi- 
culty in relation to these statutes of divorce is 
this: our Illinois statute and all the statutes of 
other States like it amount to simply this: that 
when parties mutually desire a divorce they 
take advantage of the two years’ limitation, and, 


Inseveral circuit courts 


i; living separate for two years, obtain a divorce 


by mutual consent. You might just as well 
make the statute read that parties desiring a 


: divorce may have it on their own motion. That 


‘we 


this bill will put the District of Columbia one |: 


year behind the State of Illinois under a statute 
Ts not two years long 


' enough to force a woman to live with a drunken 


any court in this District. I say this is bar- © 


barous. I ask the Clerk to read the second 
section of the substitute. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Cruelty of treatment endangering the health or 
life of the party complaining. 


` land are still in force here which would make 


. you find no law for the protection of women 


Mr. INGERSOLL. That is, cruelty of treat- | 


ment going to that degree that it endangers the 
health or life of the woman; and this is to 
continue for three years! [Cries of “No!” 
“No!” ] The section says so, I insist upon 
it. Let the Clerk read that section again. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Cruelty of treatment endangering the health or 
life of the party complaining. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Nowread the next sec- 
tion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Willful degertion and abandonment by the party 


complained against of the party complaining for tho 
full uninterrapted space of three years. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I know very well what 
T am talking about. And I call my colleague 
[Mr. Coox] to bear me witness that this was 
the interpretation given toa similar enactment 
in the State of Illinois, where the cruelty or 
desertion was continuous for two years. I know 
that this was the case, and my colleague knows 
it, and there is no guarantee in this bill that 
the court will not construe that language pre- 
cisely as our courts in the State of Illinois have 
construed it. 

Mr. WELKER. I beg to state tothe gentle- 
man that we have the same provision in the 
State of Ohio, and that the construction he is 
contending for is not given to it there. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I do not care what the 
provisions are in Ohio or in Illinois. I know 
what ase the provisions in this bill now before 
the House. { believe, sir, that this bill is far 
behind the enlightened sense of this House. 
You had better have no bill for divorce than 


| for divorce in the District of Columbia at 


husband? 
Mr. WELKER. That is not now a ground 


all. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. It onght to be. IT tell | 
the gentleman that statutes of the State of Mary- 


a man blush to hearthem read. And because 


here, or allowing them divorces, do you pro- 
pose for that reason to deprive them of rights 
and privileges enjoyed by them in the States? 
Mr. WELKER. This will make it better 
for them than it ig now. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I admit it is better to 
relieve them in three years than not at all. 


: Bat when a divorce is sought for willful deser- 
tion is not one year of such desertion long 


enough? You, gentlemen of the committee, 
in reporting this bill, say that itis not. But 


| bill. 


is what the committee sought to avoid in this 
It requires such a length of time that the 
parties cannot take advantage of it to dissolve 
the marriage relation by mutual consent. If 

propor to legislate that this ħoliest of ties 
shall be thrown off by parties whenever tbey 
choose, from any motive or for any reasou to 
do it, then adopt the amendment. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I would like to know 
if my colleague thinks that a man would con- 
sent to become an habitual drunkard for three 
years in order that his wife might obtain a 
divorce from him? [Laughter. } 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. 1 desire to ask 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cook] who 
is a member of the committee which reported 


i this bill whether, under the operation of the 


bill, the same reasons for a divorce would 
apply to the husband as to the wife? 

Mr. COOK. Precisely. I protest against 
the adoption of this amendment, because 1 fore- 
see that if the amendment shall beadopted the 
District of Columbia will be made as famous 


: in the history of divorces as some portions of 
. my own State, I am sorry to say, and also the 


State of Indiana, have been made by parties 
seeking refuge there for the space of two years, 
by mutual consent, for the purpose of having 
a divorce decreed. Weare striking at the very 
foundations of society when we make these 
divorce laws so loose. I appeal to the House 


| not to modify the bill as reported by the com- . 


_in your hearts you must confess that a year | 
: of abandonment and desertion or two years , 
of habitual drunkenness should entitle a wife || 
to be divorced from a vagabond who bears to `; 


her the relation of husband. Unless the gen- 
tleman who has charge of the bill will allow : 
amendments to be offered to it I shall move to 
lay it on the table. 


of the committee, Mr. CooK. 

Mr. COOK. My colleague from Illinois [Mr. 
InGERSOLL] is utterly and entirely mistaken in | 
supposing that the Illinois statute to which bre | 
has referred was ever construed by any court : 
in the State of Illinois as requiring the cruelty 
to continue for a space of two years in order to 
constitute cause for a divorce. 
implying such a construction was ever ren- | 
dered in the courts of Illinois. The language | 
of the statnte is, ‘‘ extreme and repeated cru- | 
elty,”’ and in construing that statute the courts 
have held that one act of cruelty is not suffi- | 
cient, but that the acts of cruelty must be re- 

ated. Bat never in any court in the State of 


Í llinois has the decision been made under that 


i 
t 

No decision * 
| 


mittee, and I call the previous question. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Letus vote the previous 
question down, and then amend the bill so as 
to put it in a respectable shape. 

The question was put on seconding the pre- 
vious question ; and there were--ayes 70, noes 
30; no quorum voting. 


‘Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CowLes and 


| Mr. INGERSOLL were appointed. 
Mr. COWLES. I now yield to the chairman 
i| ed—ayes 86, noes 35. 


The House divided ; and the tellers report- 


So the previous question was seconded. — 

The main question was then ordered, being 
first on the amendment to the amendment 
moved by Mr. PETERS. 

The question was put; and the amendment 
to the amendment was disagreed. to—ayes 
twenty-five, noes not counted. 

The question recurred on Mr. Nrsiack’s 
amendment, to strike out ‘‘three’’ and insert 
‘two; so as to make the time of abandon- 
ment two years ; and being put, the amendment 
was agreed to—ayes 76, noes 42. 

The substitute, as amended, was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then read the third 
time, and passed. 


1870. 
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Mr. COWLES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
ihat the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

EDUCATION IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HAMILTON, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported a bill (H. 
R. No. 2066) to provide a uniform system of 
education for the District of Columbia ; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I will reserve 
my right to raise points of order on this bill 
until after it is read. 

The bill was then read at length. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The four- ; 


teenth section of this bill provides for taking out 
of the Treasury of the United States one fourth 
of the amount of money needed to carry on the 
system of education provided for by this bill. I 


therefore raise the point of order that this bill ' 


makes an appropriation of money, and must, 
under the rule, receive its first consideration 
in the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 

int of order. 

The bill was accordingly referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. COOK. 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, for 
the purpose of considering the bill to provide 
for the paving of Pennsylvania avenue. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot, 
in order, move to go into the Committee of the 
Whole for the purpose of considering a par- 
ticular bill. He can make a general motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. COOK. Then I will make that motion. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Cannot the Com- 
mittee of the Whole pass over the bills one ky 
one, as they come up, until some particular 
bill is reached which they wish to consider? 

The SPEAKER. They can, except in the 
case of special orders made by the House. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. Coox] will withdraw that motion 
until I can have an evening: session ordered 
for the consideration of the diplomatie and 
consular appropriation bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. I rise to a point of order, 
or rather to a parliamentary inquiry. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman will state it. 

Mr. RANDALL. 


ceed to consider the first bill on the Calendar ? 
‘Mr. COOK. That is what I want. 
The SPEAKER. The Honse by a positive 


rule has assigned the third Friday of each | 
month, from two o'clock until adjournment, to | 


the consideration of business from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 
the House to determine whether that consid- 
eration shall be in the House or in Committee 
of the, Whole. : 

Mr. COOK. I only propose to consider in 
Committee of the Whole the bill for the paving 
of Pennsylvania avenue, which is the firat bill 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. DAWES. Before we go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole, I wish to ask consent of the 
House to order a session to-night, for the pur- 
pose of considering the diplomatic and consular 
appropriation bill in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WOOD. I object. - 

Mr. DAWES. Then Iwill make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. Sucha motion would not 
be in order at this time. 

Mr. COOK. [I insist upon my motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule, if the 
House shall now go into Committee of the 
Whole it must be for the consideration of busi- 
ness relating to the District of Columbia. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
of Mr. Coox; and it was agreed to, upon a 
division—ayes 77, noes 41. f : 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 


I now move that the House ` 


If the House now goes | 


into Committee of the Whole, must we not pro- ` Ow > í l 
|| said Pennsylvania avenue, and in proportion to . 


It is for || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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| Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Parse in the 
| chair.) 


PAVING OF PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 
4 The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in 


l 
| Committee*of the Whole for the purpose of 
: considering business relating to the District 
: of Columbia. The first bill in order is Senate 
bill No. 90, to provide for the paving of 


Pennsylvania avenue, which has been reported 


from the Committee for the District of Colum- | 


| bia with sundry amendments. 
|| Mr. COOK.” I ask unanimous consent that 
|| the first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 
Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I object. 

The bill was then read at length. 


of the Capitol extension; A. B. Mullet, super- 
vising architect of the Treasury extension ; 
Sayles J. Bowen, mayor of Washington city ; 
. and Brevet Brigadier General N. Michler, en- 
gineerin charge of public buildingsand grounds, 
and Charles H. Nichols, or their suecessors in 
office, shall be appointed a commission to select 


used in 

have said horsaghfare 
the northwest gate of the Capitol grounds to 
the crossing of Fifteenth street west, as here- 
inafter provided. 

The second section provides that within ten 
days after the passage of this act the commis- 
sioners named herein shall meet and organize 
by the election of a president and secretary 
from among their number, and shall proceed 
to perform the duties herein devolved upon 
them ; and within thirty days after they shall 
havo determined upon the pavement to be used 
they shall contract for the paving of said avenue 
between the points named on the lowest and 


wost favorable terms possible, requiring the | 


| 


paving to be done in the best and most sub- 
stantial manner,and withoutunnecessary delay, 


ties, to be approved by the chief justice of the | 
: supreme court of the District of Columbia, | 


guarantying that the terms of such contract 
shall be strictly and faithfully observed. 
The third section provides that the cost of 


order of the said commission in such amounts 
and at such times as they may deem safe and 
proper in view of the progress of the work. 

_ The fifth section provides that if the Wash- 
ington and Georgetown Railroad Company, or 
any private citizen, or other corporation er per- 
son, shall neglect or refuse to pay the amount 
assessed for the paving herein authorized (with- 
in thirty days after the notification of such 
assessment shall have been left at the property 
assessed) in front of or adjoining their prop- 


| erty, when the work so fronting or adjoining 


their property shall have been completed to 


' the satisfaction of the commission and assessed 


‘The first ' by them, the said commission shall issue cer- 
t : e Orst || tificates of indebtedness against the propert 
section provides that Edward Clark, architect ` aai 


which certificates shall bear interest at the rate 


| of ten per cent. per annum until paid, and 


which, until they are paid, shall remain and be 
a lien upon the property on or against which 


,| they are issued; and that if the said certificates 


are. not paid within one year, the said commis- 


, sion shall, upon the application of the holder 
: thereof, proceed to sell property against which 


and determine the best kind of pavement to be |: they are issued, ‘or so much thereof as may be 


aving Pennsylvania avenue, and to : 
pied therewith from | 
h 


necessary to pay said tax, such sales to be first 


duly advertised, daily, for three successive 
' weeks, in some newspaper published in the 
| city of Washington, and to be made at public 
: auction to the highest bidder; and a deed given 


by the commission in pursuance hereof shall 
be deemed and held to be a good and perfect 
title to any property bought at such sale hereby 
authorized; provided that the owner of said 
real estate shall have the right to redeem the 
property sold by paying the amount of purchase- 
money and twenty per cent. on the amount of 
the said purchase within one year from the date 
of the sale. 

The sixth section provides that so mach 
money as may be necessary to pay the amount 
found due from the United States as above 


2 | provided be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
and that a good and sufficient bond, with sure- | 


priated out of any moneys in the public Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated ; and the same 


' shall be paid on the requisition of the commis- 
' sion in the amounts and at the times indicated 


laying down said pavement shall be borne and 
: paid for in the following proportions and man- | 
ner: by the Washington and Georgetown Rail- | 
road Company, for that portion of the work lying © 


' between the tracks of their road, and for a dis- 
tance of two feet on each side thereof; by the 
owners of private property lying and abutting on 


; their frontage thereon, for that portion of the 
i work in front of their lots or parts of lots from 


outward, on each side of the avenue; by the 
corporation of Washington for the intersections 


the intersections lying between the tracks of the 


will be paid by said company, as hereinbefore 


ers and that paid for by the railroad company, 


| avenues or lettered streets intersect it, said res- 
t ervations and intersections shall be paid for by 
the Government of the United States; pro- 
vided that the cost of laying such pavement 


square yard. 

! The fourth section provides that the assess- 
‘ment contemplated in the foregoing section 
| shall be made by the commission above author- 
ized, and the sums so found due shall be col- 
i lected and held, but as a special fund by the 
collector of Washington, in accordance with 
i| existing laws; and the moneys so collected and 
held shall be paid by him to the contractors for 
the work above authorized on the warrant or 


the curb line of said avenue twenty-two feet - 


of all numeral streets, including the sidewalks ` 
| to the building. line, except such portions of , 


Washington and Georgetown Railroad Com- | 
pany, and two feet on each side-thereof, which | 


provided ; and that the residue of pavement | 
lying between the part paid for by private own- ` 


| in the fourth section of this act, as other pub- 


lic moneys are disbursed, provided that the 
amount of this appropriation shall not exceed 
the sum of $180,000. 

Mr. COOK. I ask unanimous consent that 
the amendments proposed by the committee be 
acted on now before the bill is read by sections. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there beno objection 


‘the amendmenis reported by the committee 


will be acted on at this time. 
There was no objection. 
The first amendment was read, as follows: 
Immediately after the enacting clause strike out 


. the following : 


That.Edward Clark, architect of the Capitol 
extension; A. B. Mullett, supervising architect 
of the Treasury extension; Sayles J. Bowen, mayor 
of Washington city, and Brevet Brigadier General 
N. Michler, engineer in charge of public buildings 


: and grounds, and Charles H. Nichols, 


shall be paid for by the United States Govern- |: 
ment; that where public reservations front or `! 
bound on said Pennsylvania avenue, or where , 


And insert in lieu thereof the following: 

„That the Secretary of the Interior, Brevet Briga- 

: dier General N. Michler, engineer in charge of pub- 

: lic buildings and grounds, and the mayor of the city 
of Washington. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was read, as follows: 
In line nine, after the word “ possible,” insert the 
: following: | 

After having caused notice of the letting thereof 
: to be given in one or more newspapers published 
: in Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New 
i York, for twenty days prior totheletting, givingthe 
i time and place of such letting, and kind of pave- 


i ment. 


shall not exceed the sum of four dollars per i! 


| vided ” the following: 
| 
i 


The amendment was agreed to. 


e next amendment was read, as follows: 
Page 3, line seventeen, insert after the word “ pro- 
The said railroad company shall have the right to 

select the material with which the pavement between 
the rails on each track shall be made: Provided, 


That the said pavement on said tracks shallbemade 
to the satisfaction of the commissioners, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The CHAIRMAN. The bill will now be 
read by sections for amendment, 
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| 
Mr. KNOTT. Before we proceed to con- | dollars, or something leas than one halt af the | 


sider the bill by sections, I desire to speak |! 
upon the general question. But if the gentle- 
man from Illinois has any general remarks to |; 
submit, it is proper, of course, that he should |, 
take precedence. i 

Mr. COOK. Iwill accept the gentleman’s 
suggestion, and will now state geuerally what : 
I wish to say in relation to. this matter. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. With 
the permission of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Coox,] I ask the Clerk to read an ameud- 
ment which I propose to offer at a suitable 
time. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out all after tho enacting clause, and insert 
in lieu thereof the following: . 

That thesum of $10,000 is hereby appropriated from 
the Troasury of the United States tor the repair and 
improvement of the pavement of Pennsylvania avo- 
nue from the northwest gate of tho Capitol grounds 
tothe crossing of Fifteenth street west in the city of 
Washineton, to be expended under the direction of | 
Brevet Brigadier Goueral N, Michler, or the engincer 
in charge of the publie buildings andgrounds: Pro- 
cided, Thecorporation of Washington or the citizens | 


thereof shall contribute and pay the like sum of | 
under | 


$10,000, to be expended for the Irke purpose, 
the direction of the same officer, within nincty days 
from the passage of this act: And provided Surther, 
Thatthe Washington and Georgetown Railroad Com- 
pany shall be required to repairand improve in like 
manner that portion of the pavement lying between 
the tracks of their rosd to tho satisfaction and ap- 
proval of the said oflicer or engineer in charge as 
aforesaid, 


Mr. COOK. Mr. Chairman, I wish to oc- 
cupy only » few moments in stating the pro- 
visions of this bill. As amended it provides 
that the Secretary of the Interior, representing 
the Government, Brevet Brigadier General N. 
Michler, engineer in chargeof the public build- 
ings and grounds, and the mayor of the city 
of Washington, or their successors in office, 
shall be a commission for the purpose of de- 
termining the best kind of pavement to be 
used upon Pennsylvania avenue, aud to have | 
the avenue paved from the northwest gate of | 
the Capitol to the corner of Fifteenth street l: 
west. It provides that these officers shall 
determine upon the kind of pavement to be used 
and shall contract for the paving of the ave- 
-nue between the points named on the lowest 
and most favorable terms possible, after giving 
notice for twenty days prior to the letting of 
the contract in one or more newspapers pub- 
lished in the cities of Washington, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, and New York. The bill farther 
provides that the railroad company shall pave 
all the space intervening between lines two feet _ 
outside of each track. In paving between , 
their rails, where the horses travel, thecompany | 
are authorized to use material of their own | 
selection, it being considered by the committee 
that it would be impracticable to operate the 
railroad in winter with a smooth pavement, in 
consequence of the heavy grades on this line. 
The bill provides that the cost of this pave- 
ment shall be borne in the following propor- | 
tions: the Washington and Georgetown Rail- 
road Company is to pay for the portion of the | 
work lying between the tracks of their road 
and for a distance of two feet on each side 
thereof, and the owners of private property abut- |. 
ting on Pennsylvania avenue are to pay in pro- |; 
portion to the amount of workin front of their | 
lots or parts of lots, from the curb-line twenty- 
two feet out. The committee have instructed 
me to move at the proper time to insert twenty- | 
five feet instead of twenty-two. The expense ` 
to be borne by the corporation of Washington | 
is for paving the intersections of all numeral ;; 
streets, including the sidewalks to the building- | 
line, except such portions of the intersections | 
lying between the tracks of the Washington and | 
Georgetown Railroad Company, and two feet |. 
on each side thereof, which will be paid by said 
company as hereinbefore provided. 
idue of pavement lying between the part paid 


, ment aid shall be given or not. 
_ tee have made this report for the action of the 
i House, and this is the first time that it has 


| gaid pavement on said tracks shall be 
The res- |: p ] k | 
, by an examination of their charter that is their | 


whole cost of the work, as I understand. 
Now, I am not tenacious myself about these 
provisions, and I deem it fair to present the 
question to the House whether the Govern- 
ment shall aid in paving Pennsylvania avenue. 
I am willing that the House shall decide the 
question whether the United States Govern- 
ment shall pay anything toward laying down 
a new pavement in Pennsylvania avenue. This 
Government has twice before paved Pennsyl- 
vania avenue. Twice before the Government 
of the United States has borne the entire 
expense of paving Pennsylvania avenue. I 
propose to submit to the House the proposi- 
tion whether the Government will aid in any 
manner toward paving the streets as is now 
proposed, and Iam willing to sliow any amend- 
ment to be moved which is necessary for that 
purpose. ‘This House can then decide whether 


we shall pay the amount provided in this bill 


as the share of the United States Government 

for this paving. 
A MEMBER. 
Mr. COOK. 


How much? 


thousand dollars, or less than one half of the 
cost of the work. Itis estimated for the most 


be laid down in the best possible manner. 
propose, if the House believe the Government 
ought not to pay this proportion, to admit 
amendments so that it may be decided whether 
or not the Government shall pay for any of 
this pavement. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. WASHBURN] can 
test the sense of the House. The committee 
deem it fair and right that the sense of the 


‘The share of the United States | 
is estimated to be about one hundred and sixty | 


| 
| 


tleman from Illinois that itis proposed to have 
the Government contribute in accordance with 
the amount of property owned by the Govern- 
ment on the line of this avenue; and I under- 


' stand from him further that the railroad com- 


pany shall contribute its proportion, and that 
property-holders will also contribute according 
to the amount of property owned by them on 
the avenue ? 


Mr. COOK. 


That is correct, except in re- 


: gard to the first proposition. I stated that the 
; total value of the Government property in this 


: costly kind of pavement; wooden pavement to | 
Ii 


House should be tested whether any Govern- | 


The commit- 


been brought up for consideration, and with- 
out discussing it at any length, I propose to 
submit this question. 

For myself, I believe the Government ought 
to bear as large a proportion as private indi- 


viduals of the expense for paving the avenue. | 


I understand the Government owns one half 
of the taxable property in this city, or nearly 


so, and that if the city were authorized to col- |! ; : : 
lect taxes from the Government property the l and that it be recommitted to the Committee 


game as is collected on private property this 


would be the amount the Government would |; 


have to pay toward the completion of this work. 


It is also true, I think, that the Government | 


has, during some years past, used Pennsylva- 


nia avenue, transporting over it supplies and ` 


materials of war in such manner as to do more 
injury to the present pavement than has been 
done to it by private parties. Perhaps that 


city was estimated to be about one half of all 
the property in the city. Ido not know that 
the Government property on the line of the 
avenue would be anything like that proportion. 
Tt is true that private pro erty- holdets, as 
well as the Washington and Georgetown Rail- 
road Company, will have to contribute their 
proportion, according to the property which 
they may own along the line of the avenue. 

Mr. WELKER. In addition to what my 
colleague on the committee has stated, is it not 
proposed that the Government shall pay clear 
up to the line of the railroad in front of the 
reservations on the avenue? 

Mr. KNOTT addressed thecommittee. [His 
remarks will be found in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. COOK. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. Parvez reported 
that the Committee of the Whole, having had 
under consideration generally the Private Cal- 
endar, and particularly the bill (H. R. No. 90) 
to provide for the paving of Pennsylvania 
avenue, had come to no resolution thereon, 

EDUCATION IN TILE DISTRICT. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I ask that the bill (H. 

R. No. 2066) toprovide a uniform system of 


education for the public schools of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, which was to-day referred 


: to the Committee of the Whole, upon a point 
. of order, may be printed. 


imposes an obligation upon the Government |; 
to contribute toward the laying down of a new | 


pavement. Without arguing the question, how- 
ever, I propose to leave that to the action of 
the committee. 

Mr. WOOD. Do [I understand the gentle- 
man has no other amendment to offer fromthe 


i 
ti 
i! 
| 

ri 
it 


| 


Committee for the District of Columbia, of 


: which he is chairman? 


he committee have. 


Mr. COOK. Yes, sir; t 
J have other amendments to propose. 


I shall |: 


move to. strike out ‘‘ twenty-two’ and insert © 
“ twenty-five” as the number of feet which |; 


private proper 
pay for. I sh 
ment by direction of the committee, that the 
Washington and Georgetown Railroad Com- 


pany shall have the right to select the material |: 
with which the pavement between the rails on |! 
|} next Tuesday. 


each track shall be made, provided that the 
made to 


the satisfaction of the commissioners. I think 


for by private owners and that paid for by the |; r h 


railroad compavy will be paid for by the Uni- 
ted States Government. That would be, ac- 
cordingto an estimate which the engineers have 
made, ahout one hundred and sixty thousand 


ight. 

; Bir. SWANN. Will the gentleman permit 
! me to ask him a question? 

| Mr. COOK. Certainly. 

| Mr. SWANN. LI understand from the gen- 


ty-holders will be required to || 
all also offer another amend- | 


| absence for two days. 


` The SPEAKER. If there be no objection 
that order will be made. 

‘There was no objection. 

Mr. COOK. I move that the Committee of 


| the Whole be discharged from the further con- 


sideration of the bill just ordered to be printed, 


for the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to reconsider the 
vote recommitting the bill; and also move that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment 
of Mr. Logan, Mr. Stocum, and Mr. NEGLEY, 
as the committee of conference on the part of 
the House upon the disagreeing voteg of the 


| two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 987) to re- 
| duce the number of officers of the Army of the 
| United States, and for other purposes 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Task that the 
bill for the reduction of the Army be printed 
in the form in which it came from the Senate. 
It has not been printed in that form. 

The SPEAKER. It will be so ordered if 
there be no objection. 

There was no objection. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. STEVENSON obtained leave to with- 
draw from the files of the House papers inthe 
ease of Henry Tibby. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. BIGGS obtained leave of absence till 


Mr. ARMSTRONG obtained leave of nb- 
sence till next Monday. 


Mr. FERRISS obtained leave of absence till 


| next Wednesday. 


Mr. MOORE, of Ohio, obtained leave of 


Mr. STEVENS obtained leave of absence 


till next Monday. 


1870. 


Mr. FOX obtained leave of absence for 
to-morrow. 
ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the House 


now adjourn. 
Mr. DAWES. 


otherwise ordered. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from : 
Wisconsin [Mr. ELoRIDGE] yield for the prop- | 


osition of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. DAWES 2] ; 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. No, sir; I insist on my _ 


motion, 
The motion was agreed to; and (at five 


o'clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the House : 


adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented ` 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate © 


committees : 

By Mr. CONNER: The petition of W. A. 
Harwood, for removal of disabilities. 

By Mr. KERR: The memorial of Robert 
Baldwin, of New Albany, Indiana, with accom- 
panying papers, asking for relief on account 
of certain service rendered by him in 1835 to 
the Post Office Department. 

By Mr. MCKENZIE: Thepetition of James 
Allen Anderson, a soldier of the United States 
in the war against the rebellion, asking for a 
pension. 


By Mr. MORGAN: The memorial of John : 


Tife and 61 others, citizens of Ohio, asking 
Congress to abolish the national banks, to pay 


off in greenbacks the bonds deposited by them | 
as security, to issue $500,000,000 in Treasury | 
greenback notes, to pay off in all $340,000,000 | 
of the bonded debt, to make greenbacks re- | 


ceivable for customs dues and all other taxes — 


collected by the Federal Government, and to 
restore the prosperity of the country. d 

Also, from J. B. Irwin and others, citizens 
of Ohio, to same effect. 


Also, from Isaac Luzzade and others, citi- | 


zens of Ohio, to same effect. 

Also, from T. J. Davis and others, citizens 
of Ohio, to same effect. 

Also, from R. S. Sigler and others, citizens 
of Ohio, to same effect. 


i here or elsewhere, the constitution and the 


By Mr. MYERS: The petition of F. P. | 


Dimpfel, of Philadelphia, for extension of his 
patent for improvement in steam-boilers, 
granted July 16, 1850. 

By Mr. TANNER: The petition of John A. 
Griswold, Uri Gilbert, Francis S. Thayer, and 
others, citizens of Troy, New York, for a revis- 
ion of the naturalization laws, and for the 
establishment of regulations to prevent frauds 
at elections, &c. 


t NOTICE OF A BILL. 


The following notice for leave to introduce 
a bill was given under the rule: - 

By Mr. AYER: A bill for the removal of 
certain legal and political disabilities. 


IN SENATE. 
Fray, May 20, 1870. 


Prayer by Rev. Dr. Isaac M. Wisg, rabbi of 
Cincinnati temple. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bill and joint resolutions were 
severally read twice by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. No. 786) authorizing the sale 
s certain arsenals and property of the United 

tates ; ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 289) author- 
izing the Seeretary of War to furnish cannon 
to soldiers’ monument at Morristown, Morris 
county, New Jersey; and 


Alst Cong. 2n Sess.—No. 229. 


'. few moments in my committee-room, I did not 
‘| come into the Chamber until the petitions had 
: been presented and the Senator was conclud- 
': ing the brief statement with which he accom- 
© panied them. 
» informed of their character. 
‘' purport to come from the State which I have 
. the honor in part to represent, and they set 


` I cannot allow one expression which the Sen- 


"an opportunity to do, and under circumstances || praying the removal of their political disabil- 


: and most valuable to the cause of liberty reg- |! 


: seen fit to ordain for themselves, which con- 
| cern themselves only, and which they, and they 
alone, have the right to alter. 


I ask that the House on and ` 2tions for the naval service for the year ending 


after to-morrow meet at eleven o'clock until i June 30, 1871, was read twice by its title, and 


; beginning of yesterday’s proceedings some 


| the War Department, of the Nicaragua routes 


| Foreign Relations. 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 290) author- 
izing the improvement of the grounds owned 
by the United States in the city of Buffalo, 
New York, known as Fort Porter. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1533) making appropri- 


referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, in the, 


etitions were 


ponn by the Senator from 
Cansas, [Mr. 


OMEROY.] Being detained a 


I was not, therefore, fally 
Those petitions 


forth that the constitution of that State is not 
only oppressive upon a considerable number 
of its citizens, but that it contravenes the Con- | 
stitution of the United States. 

I notice that the signatures to each of these , 
petitions seem to be largely in one handwrit- : 
ing, which may be only a remarkable coinci- 
dence. 

I had not an opportunity to make any reply 
yesterday to the allegation, nor do.I propose 
now to go into a discussion upon a matter over 
which Congress has no control whatever; but 


ator from Kansas employed to pass over with- 
out affirming that there is nothing in the con- 
stitution of Rhode Island that contravenes the 
Constitution of the United States or the laws 
made in pursuance thereof. 

Rhode Island is a law-abiding State. She | 
has proved her fidelity to the principles of law 
and order in a way that no other State has had 


which make-the triumph most honorable to her 


ulated by law. 

If the Senator from Kansas shall, upon full 
reflection, conclude, as I think he will not, to 
introduce the bill which he suggested yester- 
day, we shall have no difficulty in defending, 


laws which the people of Rhode Island have 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. FENTON. I present the petition of 
several thousand citizens of the United States, 
I should think a majority of them residing in 
the State of New York, asking Congress to 
recognize by appropriate legislation the belli- 
gerent rights of the Cubans who are struggling 
fortheir freedom. I movethatit be referred, as 
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I believe it would be most appropriate, to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FENTON. Ihave also been requested . 
| to present the petition of stockholders of sev- 


eral companies which were formed to establish 
a communication between the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans, praying Congress to authorize 
an examination and survey to be made by the 
United States officers, under the direction of 


whieh I move be referred to fhe Committee on 


The motion was agreed to. 

‘Mr. FLANAGAN presented the petitions || 
of William A. Routh, of Bonham, Fannin 
county, Texas, andof Tully Kemp, of Brenham, 
Washington county, Texas, praying theremoval 
of their political disabilities; which were re- 
ferred to the select Committee on the Removal 
of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. POOL presented the petition of A. H. | 
Dowell, sen., of Wake county, North Carolina, 


praying the removal of his political disabilities ; | 
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| which was referred to the select Committee on 


the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petitions of John H. 
Clay, James O. Bradsher, and Wiliam A. 
Bradsher, of Pierson county, North Carolina, 
praying the removal of their political disabil- 
ities; which were referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I present a petition, 
signed by George W. Banton, Anthony Street, 
and Joseph Hibbitts, who were appointed to 
different offices by General Canby, and Wil- 
liam Smith, William Blankenship, Audrew 
Baker, Alfred Smith, William R. Dotson, and 
James Davis, who were all soldiers of the Fed- 
eral Army of the thirty-ninth Kentucky, Col- 
onel Dice’s, regiment, praying that the civil 
and political disabilities imppsed upon Blijah 
Vance, of Buchanan county, Virginia, by the 
fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States may be removed. ‘They say 
in their petition that he is a qualified man for 
office, and that he did not take any active part 
in the late rebellion. Imove the reference of 
this petition to the select Committee on the 


| Removal of Political Disabilities. 


The motion was agreed to. 
He also presented the petitions of David P. 


i Hall, of Montgomery county, Virginia; of E. 


McNulty, of Chesterfield county, Virginia; of 
G. Shelor, of Montgomery county, Virginia; 


‘ of Robert Mayo, of Westmoreland county, Vir- 


ginia; of William J. Crabtree, of Richmond, 
Virginia; of H. W. Burgwin, of Charlotte 
county, Virginia, and of William Nott, of 
Richmond, Virginia, praying the removal of 
their political disabilities; which were referred 
to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petitions of W. B. K. 
Price, William B. Coakly, and Alexander 
Bower, of King George county, Virginia, and 
of James Ball, of Stafford county, Virginia, 


ities; which were referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
-Mr. WARNER presented the petition of 


| Elbridge Gerry, a citizen of the Territory of . 


Colorado, praying compensation for certain 
losses sustained by him in the year 1864, in 
consequence of important services rendered 
by him to the Government of the United States 
and the citizens of the Territory of Colorado ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SCOTT presented the petition of Fred- 


‘erick P. Dimppel, praying an extension of his 


patent for an improvement in steam boilers; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petitions 
of J. W. H. Underwood, of Floyd county, 
Georgia; of John W. Martin, of Morgan 
county, Georgia; and of John Fox, of Lex- 
ington county, South Carolina, praying the 
removal of their political disabilities; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. WILLEY. I present the petition of 


;, John Anderson, of Rutherford county, North 
' Carolina. 


I know that the name of this gen- 
tleman falls gratefully on the ears of many a 


i gallant soldier of the Union, whom he con- 
| cealed and fed, at the peril of his own life, as 


they escaped from southern prisons. I have a 
long list of the names of such in my hands 
accompanying this petition. Mr. Anderson, 
of his own mere motion, desires that certain 


| of his neighbors may be relieved from their 
: political disabilities. Some of those neighbors, 


when he was driven from his home and was an 
exile, although engaged in the rebellion them- 
selves, took him beneath their roofs and kindly 
fed and concealed him. He desires now, as a 
return for their kindness, that their disabilities 
be removed. I take great pleasure in pre- 
senting the petition, and I move that it be re- 
ferred to the select Committee on the Removal 
of Political Disabilities. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. ROSS presented the petition of John 


i 
| 


Mr. CASSERLY. On behalf of the Com- 


R. Graton, a resident of Lawrence, Douglas |; mittee on Foreign Relations I move that the 
county, Kansas, praying for pay as second |! memorial of‘John Warren, an American citi- 
zen, praying redress for his arrest and impris- | 


lieutenant of the first Kansas colored volun- © 
teers from September 18, 1862, to January 13, 


onment by the Government of Great Britain, ;| 


1863 ; which was referred to the Committee on, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


Claims. 
He also presented the petition of Elkanah `! 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post — 


Huddleston, of Douglas county, Kansas, pray- | Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
ing the enactment of such a law as will secure | the bill (S. No. 204) to authorize the establish- 
ment of ocean mail steamship service between | bi . : L 
ii to San Diego, California, with branches and 
© connections, be made a special order. 


to him pay from August 10, 1862, to January 
13, 1863, as second lieutenant of the first Kan- 
sas colored volunteer infantry; which ‘was . 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of E. A. Cole- 
man,-of Douglas county, Kansas, father of | 
Charles J. Coleman, deceased, late first lieu- ; 
tenant company HH first Kansas colored infan- ` 
try volunteers, praying pay for services of his 
son as second lieutenant in that regiment from | 
August 13, 1862, to May, 1863; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 816) to inoorporate the United 
States Trust, Loan, Guaranty, and Indemnity | 
Company of Washington, District of Colum- | 
hia, and to whom was also referred the bill | 
(S. No. 900) to incorporate the Loan and Trast 
Company of the United States, have directed ' 


| 
| 


i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


me to report them back and to ask that tbat ' 
committee be discharged from their further j 
consideration, and that they be referred to the |: 
Committee on Finance. These bills are sub- ij 
stantially for a bank of deposit to be located |; 
in the several States; and the District Com- 
mittee think that is a question appropriately || 
belonging to the Committee on Finance. H 

The report was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred | 
the bill (S. No. 927) to make legal a certain 
act of the councils of the city of Washington, | 
reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 891) to regulate 
the fees of the register of wills for the District 
of Columbia, and for other purposes, reported , 
it with amendments. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print ' 
extra copies of the report of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office in English, Ger- 
man, Swedish, and French, have instructed me | 
to report back the resolution with an amend- | 

| 
| 
| 


ment in the nature of a substitute, which, how- 
ever, merely alters the form of the resolution, 
but leaves it the same in substance, without | 
recommendation, so as to refer the matter to 
the Senate. The Committee on Printing were | 
not able to come to an agreement upon the : 


matter, and as it was a subject that was sure to , 


be discussed in the Senate we thought it best | 
to report back the resolution and put it in the | 
hands of the Senate at once. 

Mr. POMEROY. Let it go on the Calendar. | 

Mr. ANTHONY. .I would remark that when- 
ever the Senators who are particularly inter- 
ested in the subject desire to call it up I should | 
like to have a day’s notice to bring the maps 
here, so that Senators may see what it is that 
is proposed to be printed, as the discussion will 
be more intelligent if the maps are here. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution | 
reported by the Committee on Printing with- 
out recommendation will be placed on the | 
Calendar of resolutions. 

Mr. OSBORN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. | 
No. 898) to aid in the maintenance of the 
Arkansas Institute for the Blind, moved its 
indefinite postponement; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CASSERLY, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
i No. 822) for the creation of an additional 
and district in the State of California, reported | 


it without amendment. : 


the United States and Mexico, reported it with 
amendments. 


Mr. SPRAGUE, from the Committee on | 


| 


| 


Public Lands, to whom was referred the joint ` 
resolution (S. R. No. 187) extending the time | 


to construct a railroad from the St. Croix river 
or lake to the west end of Lake Superior and 
to Bayfield, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 893) toestablish an additional land district 


in the State of Kansas, have had thesameunder ! 


consideration, and directed me to report it 
back without amendment, and recommend its 
passage. ‘There is great necessity for the cre- 
ation of this land district, and I should like to 


have the bill passed now if there be no objec- ; 


tion. 
Mr. FERRY. Let it go on the Calendar. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 


. placed on the Calendar. 


Mr. FENTON. I was about to ask my 
friend from Kansas to give way to allow me to 
call wp a little bill in regard to the bridge over 


the Niagara river. 
Mr. POMEROY. I should be glad to have 


that bill considered. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


tion of bills and joint resolutions is in order. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. - 


Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous , 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 933) to fix the price of gas furnished by 
the Washington Gas-Light Company, and for 
other purposes; which was read twice by its 


of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WILLBY ‘asked, and by unanimous |; 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 984) for the relief of John B. Cornell; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 985) to secure the construction of a system 
of efficient levees for the protection of the 


alluvial lands of the Mississippi valley; which _ 


was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CATTLE DISEASES. 


Mr. CAMERON. I desire, before we enter : 
on other business not connected with the morn- | 


ing hour, to offer a resolution with regard to 


the printing of a work prepared by the Agri- | 


cultural Department. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Resolutions are ; 


now in order. 
Mr. CAMERON. The Agricultural Depart- 


ment, with great care and at a good deal of © 
expense, have prepared a work on cattle dis- |; 
eases, as well their causes as the mode of cure. | 


I desire that the Senate shall order a number 


of copies of that work to be printed} and ` 
thereforé I offer this resolution, which I move ` 


to refer to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Keprosenta- 
tives concurring.) Thatthere be printed theu- 
sand extra copies of the reports on the discascs of 
cattle in the United States, presenting the results of 
investigations ordercd by Congress and conducted 
under the direction of the Commissioner of Agricul- 


ture, with illustrations representing various stages . 
of disease, including six pheto-micrographs and not ,, 


I know the importance ` 
of that bridge, and I know the question ought 'i 
i} to be disposed of. | 


Thed v a title, referred to the Committee on the District © 
The Committee on Print- ‘| 


d 
KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous |: 


exceeding eight colored plates; of which thon- 
; sand copies shall bo for the use of members of tho 
| Senate, thousand copies for the usr of the mem- 
: bersof the House of Representatives, and thou- 
, sand for the Commissioner of Agriculture. 
| The resolution was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Printing. 
l 

SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Mr. HOWARD. I move that the bill (S. 
_ No. 647) to aid in the construction of a rail- 
, road and telegraph line from Marshall, Texas, 


Mr. SHERMAN. Before that special order 
‘is made, if by general consent the bill to re- 
‘duce taxation can be made a special order, F 
_ shall have no further interest in the matter and 
| shall not object. I am opposed to making any 
. special order of any railroad bill until after the 
_ bill to reduce taxation, a very short bill, is dis- 
| posed of; and if the Senator will allow me L 
will move to make the bill to reduce taxation, 
the number of which the Clerk has, a special 
order, and let the Senator’s bill come in after 


that. 
atts HOWARD. I have no objection to 
that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
` tion to that proposition ? ` 
Mr. DRAKE. Itake oceasion to say that 
there is pending before the Senate another 
railroad bill, which has been reported favorably 
by the Committee on the Pacific Railroad—a 
bill of a character which I think would com- 
mend itself to the favorable consideration of 
the Senate; one in which I take especial in- 
terest on account of its connection with my 
‘State. I would feel very much obliged to the 
Senate if they would let it come in on the Cal- 


a of special orders after these other two 
| bills. 


| 
further reports of committees, the introduc- 7 Mr. HOWARD. I have no objection to that. 


i I hope it will be done. 
| Mr TRUMBULL. I dislike to see this 
farming out of the whole time of the Senate 
with special orders one after another. What 
is to become of the appropriation bills? Whitt 
|! is to become of the bills—— 
‘| Mr. SUMNER. What is to become of the 
‘| general Calendar? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. And of the general Cal- 
|| endar ; and what is to become of a great inany 
‘| bills which I will not take time to specify ? 
There are from the Judiciary Committee re- 
| ported here some half dozen bills of a general 
character. I have no interest in them further 
than a public interest; but they ought to be 
ıı considered. When we go along with the Cal- 
. endar to consider business to which there is 
no objection somebody objects to those bills; 
': and that is the case with aimost every bill that 
is reported by the Committee on the Judiciary. 
They are all more or less controverted ques- 
‘ tions, and they are not passed unanimgusly. 
| We must have some time to consider Those 
i: measures. I have no other interest in them 
in the world than a public interest, but I do 
not think it right to farm out the whole time 
of the Senate in this way with special orders 
for railroads. I think it ought to be borne in 
mind that this Senate has passed a great many 
` railroad bills this session. I hope none ot 
these special orders will be made. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
: from Illinois objecting, the resolution cannot 
be considered on the day of its introduction. 
It will be placed on the Calendar of resolu- 
tions. The Chair understands the Senator 
i from Michigan to consent that the bill of the 
:; Senator from Ohio shall be first put on the 


, Calendar. . 
Mr. DRAKE. I understand that the Sen- 
ator from Michigan is willing that the bill I 
referred to should go into his proposition, com- 
ing after the other. i 
i The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion as 
` to all will lie over oue day for consideration. 
Mr. DRAKE. i wish to name the bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator cau 


’ 


te 
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hand it to the Secretary, and it will be entered 
on the Calendar last. | 
Mr. DRAKE. Very well. | 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate now : 
resumes the consideration of the concurrent 
resolution of the House of Representatives 
fixing the tithe for the adjournment of this ses- i 
sion of Congress on the 4th of July; the pend- ` 
ing question being on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumyer,] to 
strike out ‘* Monday, the 4th of July,” and 
insert ‘‘ Mouday, the 25th of July.” 

Mr. STEWART. Tam very anxious toget | 
along with the bill which is the regular order, 
and with that view I move that this resolution | 
be passed over for to-day. 

Mr. FERRY. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. RAMSEY. On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. 
Epwtcyps. ] : 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 32; as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Chandler, Colo, Corbett, Cragin, 
Drake, Howe, Morton, Nye, Pomeroy, Pool, Rico, : 
Ross, Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, |, 
Thayer, Trumbull, and Warner—20. ! 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Boreman, 
Brewnlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Davis, |: 
Fenton, Ferry, Flanagan, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, 
llarris, Howard, Howell, Johnston, Kellogg, Mc- 
Creery, MeDonald, Patterson, Robertson, Scott, : 
Thurman, Tipton, Vickers, Willey, and Williams—32. 

ABSENT—Messrs, Ames, Bayard, Carpenter. Cat- 
tell, Conkling, Edmunds, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrillof Vermont, Norton, Osborn, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Revels, Snulsbury, Sawyer, Sprague, Stockton, Wil- 
sop, and Yates—20. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, to strike out ‘the 4th of July” 
and insert “the 25th of July.” 

Mr. SUMNER. On that motion I call for” 
the yeas and nays. ot 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 27; as follows: | 

YEAS—Mesers. Abbott, Buckingham, Chandler, ; 
Cole, Cragin, Drake, Howard, Howe, Kellogg, Mce- , 
Donald, Morton, Nye, Pomeroy, Pool, Rice, Ross, 
Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Tram- 
bull, n nd Warner—25, 


On that motion I call forthe 


NAYS— Messrs. Boreman, Brownlow, Camcron, 


Casserly, Corbett, Davis, Fenton, Ferry, Flanagan, 
Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Maryland, ILamilton 
of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, ilarris, Howell, Joho- :; 
ston, McCreery, Patterson, Robertson, Scott, Thur- 
man, Tipton, Vickers, Willey, and Williams—27. ʻi 
ABSEN T—Messrs, Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Car- : 
penter, Cattell, Conkling, Edmunds, Lewis, Mor- | 
rillof Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Osborn, |: 
Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, | 
Sprague, Stockton, Wilson, and Yates—22, i 
So the amendment was rejected. ij 

if 


Mr. HAMLIN. I move to strike ont the | 
time named in the resolution, ‘‘ Monday, the |; 
4th,” and to insert ‘Friday, the 15th.” 

Mr. CASSERLY. On that I ask for the | 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DRAKE. Js the amendment offered by | 
the Senator from Maine susceptible of amend- || 
ment? ii 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

Mr. DRAKE. I move to insert, instead of |. 
“ Friday, the 15th,’’ ‘* Wednesday, the 20th.” | 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator |: 
from Missouri moves, as an amendment to the | 
amendment, to insert ‘* Wednesday, the 20th | 
of July.” 

Mr. THURMAN. Iask for the ycas and | 
nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 29; as follows: 

PEAS STS. tt, Buckingham, Chandler. 
Golo, Cain Tene A Kellogg, McDonald, 


Morton, Nye, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, Rice, Ross, © 
Sherraan, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Trum- <i 
bull, and Warner--23. l: 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Brownlow, i 
Cameron, Casserly, Corbett, Davis, Fenton, Ferry, ` 
Flanagan, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Maryland, 
Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, How- i 
ard, Howell, Johnston, MeCreery, Revels, Robert- i 


son, Scott, Thurman, Tipton, Vickers, Willey, and 
Villiams—29, 
ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Carpenter, Cat- 


|: tell, Conkling, Edmunds, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, 


Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Osborn, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, Sprague, Stockton, Wil- 
son, and Yates—20. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 


: rejected. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The question 


` recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Maine, to insert ‘‘ Friday, the 15th of July,” ` 


instead of ‘‘ Monday, the 4th of July.” 

Mr. SPENCER. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out ‘‘ Friday, the 15th 
of July,” and inserting ‘‘ Monday, the 18th 


of July.” 
| Mr. DRAKE. On that question I call for | 
: the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator trom Ala- 
bama to the amendment of the Senator from 
Bane, to make the day Monday, the 18th of 

uly. 


` The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 
resulted—yeas 24, nays 28; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs Abbott, Buckingham, Chandler, 
Cole, Cragin, Drake, Howe, Kellogg, McDonald, 
Morrill gf Maine, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Pomeroy, 


: Pool, ReVels, Rice, Ross, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, 


Sumner, Thayer, and Warner—24. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Brownlow, | 


Cameron, Casserly, Corbett, Davis, Fenton, Ferry, 
Flanagan, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Maryland, 
Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, JI 


Thurman, Tipton, Vickers, Willey, and Williams—28, 
ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, B 


Saw- 


yer, Schurz, Sprague, Stockton, Trumbull, Wilson, 


and Yates—20. 
So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ` 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from ` 


Maine. 


Mr. CORBETT. I propose to substitute 


| Friday, the 8th, instead of that day. 
Mr. President, 1 think it is | 
proper to say a few words about this matter |, 
that the country may understand how the whole ; 


Mr. DRAKE. 


thing stands here in the Senate to-day. The 
Democrats in the House of Representatives 


moved the resolution that is now before us, as | 
I am informed the record in the Globe shows, ‘ 
' and it was carried there. And now, sir, we find || 
: that the champions of an early adjournment 


here are our Democratic friends on the other 
side of the Chamber. As has been heretofore 
remarked, the chairman of every important 
committee in the Senate is against the early 
adjournment, because we cannot get through 


with the great measures which the interests of ` 


the couutry require us to pass in the times 
that have been named here. And yet a por- 
tion of the Republican Senators, sufficient, in 
combination with the Democrats, to defeat a 
prolongation of the session to a sufficient time 
to do the public business as it ought to be done, 
have defeated ‘every attempt yet to prolong the 
session beyond the time the House resolution 
fixes. 


Mr. President, those Republican Senators | 


who take this course may be right in their 


course and I may be utterly wrong in my views | 


of this matter. I do not undertake to pass con- 
demnation upon them any morethan 1 suppose 
they would pass condemnation upon me. My 
sole object in rising is that the country may 
understand that the majority of the Republican 
Senators on this floor are voting in tavor of 
giving sufficient time to do the public business 


| as it ought to be done; but that they are de- 


feated in it by the votes of the Democratic 


: Senators in combination with a minority of 
! the Republicans. 


That is all that I wish to 


| have known to the country. 


Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us vote. 

Mr. CAMERON. I would agree very will- 
ngly, if other Senators would, to take a vote; 


arlan, Harris, Ilow- i 
ard, Howell, Johnston, McCreery, Robertson, Scott, 


I jayard, Carpenter, Cat- |! 
: tell, Conkling, Edmunds, Lewis, Morrill of Vermont, 
` Norton, Patterson, Pratt, Ramsey, Santsbury, 


| out I cannot consent to be dragooned into a 
measure from the fear of voting as Democrats 
i| vote. Am I nota man as well as the Senator 
| from Missouri, and have I not the right to 
|| judge for myself what is for the interest of the 
country as well as he? Ard because some 
|! gentlemen upon the other side of the Chamber 
l: happen to vote with me, have I therefore done 
' wrong? Ought he not rather, if he had the 
« modesty which I think usually characterizes 


| him, to believe that he has done wrong, that 
‘he has erred in differing from the majority of 
his fellows here, the Senators belonging to his 
l! own party? Why, sir, he has been beaten 
| almost two to one on every vote on this ques- 
lı tion; and yet, notwithstanding that, he has 
| gone out of his road to make difficulty here. 
| I never before heard in the Senate a Senator 
' say ‘'I will call the yeas and nays upon every 
' question” without a motive for doing it. I 
have known in the Senate a Senator to get up 
' and say that he desired to record his own vote, 
and the Senate have agreed to let him vote 
+ when the whole of the body except himself 
had voted in opposition. That was the courtesy 
that used to belong to the Senate. Inever, until 
very recently, have seen gentlemen come here 
saying, “I will do so and so and waste the 
time of the Senate, only because I do not agree 
with the majority of the body.” Everybody in 
i, the Senate knows that the sentiment here has 
i; been for adjournment on the 4th of July, and 
| whenever the question has come up fairly there 
i has been a large majority for it, and yet mð- 
| tions are made here varying sometimes only 
three days from the one veted on the moment 
before. I am sorry that my good friend, the 
Senator from Missouri, should allow himself 
to do that which I know upon a little reflection 
! he will be sorry for. 

Mr. DRAKE. I call upon the Secretary to 
read the votes upon these propositions this 
morning. 
| Mr. HAMLIN. I object to that. 
| Mr. DRAKE. Not the votes; but to state 
| the numbers. 

' Mr. THURMAN, I object. 

Mr. DRAKE. Does the Senator from Maine 
'| object to that, too? 

Mr. CASSERLY and Mr. TIPTON. 
| 

i 

| 


I ob- 
ject. 


Mr. SUMNER, (to Mr. Drake.) Have them 

sent to you and read them yourself. 

. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from ' 
| Missouri can read them; but the Secretary can 
; only read the amendments which are pending 
t before the body, and matter which is sent up 
to be read by consent of the Senate. 

Mr. DRAKE. The Senator from Pennsyl- 
, vania stated that the proposition to prolong the 
session had been voted down this morning by 
‘| two to one, Well, sir, all that I have to say in 
reply to that is that in my opinion the educa- 
tion of the Senator from Pennsylvania in arith- 
‘metic was very defective. Five or six votes 
have defeated each of those propositious, and 
| no more; and that is not two to one. 

I beg leave to correct the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania in another respect. I did not under- 
take to pass any judgment upon those Senators 
who voted against these various propositions. 
i! I did not undertake to “dragoon” hjm or any- 
| body else. I simply undertook one thing, and 
" that has been accomplished: to let the country 

' know that if there be not time to finish the 
' public business here it is not the fault of the 
i} majority of the Republican Senators on this 
i; floor, but it is the result of a concurring vote 
| between a minority of the Republicans and the 
it whole body of the Democrats. 
| Mr. TIPTON. Mr. President, this mode of 

‘argumentation in the Senate of the United 
. States practiced upon by the Senator from 
p Missouri this morning has become infamously 
:| odious to men who profess to be responsible to 
| a constituency at home, and not to the leader- 
‘| ship of any man in the Senate of the United 
| States—— 
| Tke VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
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state to the Senator from Nebraska that if he 
caught the word he used correctly, ‘‘infa- 
moualy, it is not parliamentary. 

Mr. TIPTON. The Senator from Nebraska 


may have used that word, and if it is unparlia- . 


mentary he takes it back emphatically, and is 
very sorry that it has already done its oflice 
betoro the country, [Laughter. ] 

Mr. President, this is not the first time that 


osition has been taken in the Senate of tho - 


Y 

$ nited States, to do what? Assert here that 
a certain proposition originated with a Dem- 
oerat in the llouse of Representatives; and 
on account of the fact that it commenced with 
a Representative of the Democratic party in 
the House of Representatives, therefore the 
Senator from Missouri wighes the country to 
understand that we, who are voting for this 
proposition and against him on this subject, 
are following the lead of the Democrat ot the 
House of Representatives, Sir, his master— 
I desire to be not unparliamentary—I say the 
editor of the Chronicle has been practising that 
gamgapon Senators in this Chamber for many 
months past. In orderto bring men to terms 
and into the traces on the subject of the Bing- 
ham amendment to the Georgia bill it was 
averred in the paper that if we voted for that 
proposition we voted in accordance with the 
Democracy of the Senate and of the House of 
Representatives, and we were dared to do that 
act in the face of our constituency. And, sir, 
before it was ascertained how that question 
would be settled in the Senate of the United 
States it was uttered here in prophecy that the 
Bingham amendment never could be carried 
by the votes of Republicans in the House of 
Hepresentatives or in the Senate but in con- 
junction with the votes of the members of the 
Democratic party —— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Nebraska will please suspend his remarks. ‘the 
morning hour has expired, and the bill to €n- 
force the fifteenth amendment is now regularly 
before the Senate, upon which the Senator from 
Michigan [ Mr. Howarp] is entitled tothe floor. 

Mr. CAMERON. lL hope the Senator trom 
Michigan will allow me to make a motion that 
we lay aside for the present all other questions 
and proceed with this adjournment resolution, 
so that we may be done with it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Pennsylvania can arrivent his object by moving 
to pass over the pending bill. 

Mr. CAMERON. 1 make that motion. 

Mr. POMEROY. The bill can be laid aside 
informally without any objection. 

Mr. CAMERON. Any way. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania asks that the pendmg bill be laid 
aside informally. Is there any objection to 
that course? 

Mr. SUMNER, 
Pennsylvania get the 
Mr. HOWARD. 

irregular. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does not the floor belong 
to the Senator from Michigan? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


How did the Senator from 
floor? 
I believe this is a little 


The Senator 


from Michigan is entitled to the floor on the ` 


pending bili; but under the new rule adopted 
by the Senate any Senator has a right to take 
the floor from him to make a motion to pass 
over the pending proposition, the same as he 


unfinished business of yesterday informally | 
There are only two motions || 


“whether the adjournment debate will end soon. 


May 20, 


Mr. CAMERON. For the purpose of end- 
ing this debate and settling the question of 
adjournment. 

Mr. STEWART. I would rather have the 
bill passed over informally if this debate can 
be ended in any reasonable time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts objected to the Senator from 
Michigan being taken from the floor except by 
this motion, which the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania is prinlegoi to make. ; 

Mr. STEWART. Well, I suggest that we | 
pass over the pending bill informallý and sec 


Mr. HOWARD. If there beno appeal from 
the ruling of the Chair I suppose this motion | 
to pass the other bill by informally is in order, 
and I can make no objection. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending 
motion is in order; but the Senator from Penn- f 
sylvania would have no pb to take the Sen- | 
ator from Michigan off the floor for the purpose | 
of asking consent to have the bill which is the | 


passed over. 
which are by the new rule entitled to the same | 


| 
precedence and to be treated in the same way || 
| 
| 


as questions of order; one to pass over the 
pending subject, and the other to plgce it at 

the foot of the Calendar. The rule states that : 
these two motions shall have all the rights of 


$ Hamlin, 


a question of order, which may be made atauy ` 


time, under any circumstances. ! 

Mr. HOWARD. I think it desirable that 
this question of adjournment should be settled. 
I think we shall save time by settling it. 

Mr. STEWART. Then let us consent to pass 
over the pending bill informally. 

Mr. HOWARD. I have no objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


formally ? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to make , 
one remark, if it is allowable. The Senator 


i from Pennsylvania expresses a wish that the : 


make considerable progress with business. 


. call for the regular order, 


could take the floor to raise a point of order. | 


Mr. SUMNER. When the floor is in pos- 
session of another Senator? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
stated by the rule; it has been so decided by 
the Vice President; and it has been so held by 
the Senate upon an ‘appeal taken from the 


decision of the Chair by the Senator from Ohio, | 


(Mr. Taurman.] A motion to pass over has 
the same rights as a question of order. 

Mr. CAMERON. ‘hat is my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania moves to pass over the 
pending bill, the result of which willbe to leave 
it in its place on the Calendar. = 


Yes; it is so! 
i it is paszed over, t quire ; 
_ whether the appropriation biil will be next in 


_by a vote of the Senate. Tf the unfinished | 
, business should be passed over, the Chair will i: 
| gtate, 
| that the 


question of adjournment may be determined 
at the present time. ‘here is nothing that I | 
know of in the way of it except the bill to | 
enforce the fifteenth amendment, over which 
the Senate has been exercised so severely for 
the last three or four days. True, there are | 
gone trifling matters remaining behind ; but if 
that bill were disposed of I think we could 


Mr. STEWART. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to pass over. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
the pending bill was to be passed over inform- ` 


ally. 

Nir. SUMNER. No, there isno ‘‘ informal’ 
about it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to passing over informally, subject to a 


the fifteenth amendment? 
Mr. CAMERON, ‘That is not my motion. 


Is there further | 
` objection to passing by the pending bill in- 


I understood ` 


the bill to enforce :! 


bill in regard to the fifteenth amendment, sub- 
ject, of course, to its being postponed and any 
other bill taken up by a majority vote. 


Mr. HOWARD. On the determination of 
the question of adjournment this Dill relating 


to the fifteenth amendment will be in order? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will again 
come up, because it was interrupted solely for 
the purpose of continuing the consideration 


| of the matter pending at one o’clock. 


Mr. HOWARD. So I understood. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 31, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Mossrs. Abbott, Anthony, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Cor- 
bett, Davis, Fenton, Ferry, Flanagan, Fowler, Gil- 
bert, llamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, 

n, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howell, Jobn- 
ston, Kellogg, McCreery, Revels, Robortson, Scott, 
Thurman, ‘Tipton, Vickers, and Willoy—8lL. 

NAYS — Messrs. Chandler, Cole, Cragin, Drake, 
Howo, McDonald, Morrill of Maino, Morton, Nye, 
Pool Rico, Ross, Sherman, Spencer, Sprague, Stew- 
art, Sumner, Thayer, Trumbull, Warner, and Wil- 
liams—21, 

ABSENT—Mossrs. Ames, Bayard, Carpenter, @at- 
tell, Conkling, Edmunds, Lewis, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Norton, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, 
Ramsey, Saulsbury, Sawycr, Schurz, Stockton, Wil- 
son, and Yates—20. 


So the motion to pass over was agreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate con- 


tinues the consideration of the resolution in 


regard to adjournment, on which the Senator | 


from Nebraska is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. President, I was remark- 
ing with some degree of feeling on this subject 
that we have been notified repeatedly on this 
floor, and we have been held up to the gaze 
of our constituency and of the country on the 
charge that a portion of the Republican Sen- 


‘ators are voting with the Democratic party ; 
‘and the prophecy was made that the principle 


of the Bingham amendment could never pass 


| the Senate unless by the surrender of a portion 
| of the Republican party to the Democracy. 


Now, by reference to the vote by which the 
substance of that proposition passed the Sen- 
ate, as incorporated with the amendment of 
the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. Pomeroy, ] it 
willbe found that that proposition finally passed 
the Senate by a clear Republican majority of 
at least two. The prophecy, therefore, in that 
instance, failed most signally ; and, ifnecessary, 
there were one or two other votes, Í apprehend, 
which might have been added to the number. 
And now what I say on this subject I desire 


|| Senators to hear, for what I say is vital to the 


interest of that party to which I have been 
devoted from the first hour of its organization. 

We are, in the first place, as a Republican 
party, composed of elements of the old organ- 
izations of this country ; 
Whig party; weare from the old Liberty party ; 
we are from the Democratic party. We have 
come together from all those different organ- 


izations, and itis to be expected, therefore, that 


‘| the basis of our organization. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom |; 
, out being stigmatized as being recreant to our 


Pennsylvania insists on his original motion, 
which is to pass over the pending bill. 

Mr. STEWART. On that I call for the yeas — 
and nays 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The effect of | 


passing it over is to continue the consideration |! 


of the resolution in regard to adjournment. | 


On this motion the Senator from Nevada asks ` 
for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. NYE. I want to ask another thing. If | 


order? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will not, except ' 


although this motion is not debatable, | 
effect would be to continue the con- 

sideration of the resolution in regard to ad- 

jouroment until it be terminated, when the 


Senate would resume the consideration of the 


I want to inquire of the Chair | c aus v 
‘| according to their convictions of right. 


| State differ, where a portion of them 


we shall often differ among ourselves on ques- 
tions vital to the great issues that have been at 
If we do not 
concede to each other the right to differ, with- 


'| party, then the result will be, where Senators 


where members from a 
have been 
arraigned and read out of the party, that they 
will go home to their constituency and demand 
a vindication of their conduct. Then what have 
you? Then you have a split in the party, 
brought about by the anathemas of men in the 
Senate and in the House of Representatives, 
and an effort to degrade men in the eyes of 
their constituency because they have voted 


trom a State differ, 


when the roll-call in the 
Senate of the United States is proceeding, 
and I voting upon my convictions of duty, 
that when the count shall be made up finally 
I shall be with members of the Democratic 
party or with a pure Republican vote ? [cast 
my vote on principle; l cast it under my 
solemn oath as the representative of a State. 
After having done that, to save myself from 


How am I to know, 


we are from the old. | 


1870. 


Ee PETE ~ 


the anathema that comes from over the way, 
J must change my vote, if on the count on the 
yeas and nays list I find that a majority of 
the Democratic party have agreed with me, 
and therefore we are in the majority of the 
` Senate of the United States! If I ehoas to 


do that, and abandon my convictions, because | 


the small number of Democrats in the Senate 
have fallen in and voted with enough Repub- 
licans to make a majority of the Senate—if I 
thus unman myself and degrade myself before 
the country, and go over to the assumed lead- 


ership of the Republican party in the Senate, I. 


can avoid these anathemas and denunciations ! 


Sir, this course of conduct has been contin- . 


ued so long that it has become utterly unbear- | 
I say, for the harmony of the Repub- . 


able. 
lican party, it is time that it should cease in 
this Hall. I say that unless it ceases in this 


- Hall there will be harmony neither here nor | 
Men will go on their votes before : 


elsewhere. 


their constituency, if they are not so craven as | 


to fear the face of that constituency. 


Denounced as we were in this Senate, I took . 


my position on the Georgia question boldly, 


distinctly, and emphatically; and I am sus- ` 


tained at home, though I was denounced here, 
for the course I took. I court investigation; 
I coprt a scrutiny into my votes. I throw them 
before the face of every constituent I have, and 
tell him, there is the record. If he can stand 


Representatives, as I am told, and it is not 
expected that it will pass at this session. The 
bill for the reduction of taxes will soon be 
before the Senate, as indicated by.the Senator 
: from Ohio. 

After the disposition of that bill and the ap- 
propriation bills, which are now being taken 
up in the House and acted upon, and, as I 
understand, are to be disposed of at once, we 
shall then have but very little legislation that 
really requires us to remain here. 
other bills, of course, before us that can be 
taken up and disposed of in the evening ses- 
sions; 1 refer to private bills. In this way, 
and by the time I have suggested, we can 
dispose -of nearly all the necessary business. 
I believe if we fix upon Friday, the 8th of 
July, as the day of adjournment we shall dis- 


on the amendment to the amendment offered 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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There are | 


by the Senator from Oregon, fixing Friday, the - 


8th of July, as the day of final adjournment. 
Mr. ROSS. When this resolution first came 
from the House of Representatives I was in- 
clined to supportit. 
history of the last week or ten days has demon- 
; strated very clearly the impossibility of com- 


‘| being a Democrat. 
pose of all the necessary business by that time. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT, The questionis | 


ocrat ora Republican. It was my purpose to 
look to it as to its merits, and not to the one 
side or the other so far as political questions 
were to be invoked. Ido not occupy such a 
stand-point. And, gir, permit me to say here 
that I do not like to be accused, even re- 
motely—for surely I iknow my friend would not 
accuse me directly—of joining the Democracy. 
Blessed is he who holdeth out to the end.” 
I meet my friend, and let time show who goes 
over to the Democracy first. I do not wish to 
| intimate that he ever will do so; but I think it 
is unnecessary on my part, after living to the 
age I have reached, to do so. In all the polit- 


‘| ical charges that have been preferred against 
‘| me—and they have not been few—in the course 


, of my career I have never been charged with 
{ Laughter. ] 

Now, sir, I know nothing as to the propriety 
of the day that is proposed for adjournment. 
i But it seems to me that if Congress have not 
discharged the dutts that were required of 


-: them by the people of this great nation during 


But, in my judgment, the ` 


u pleting the business now before us within the | 


it I can; and if he cannot, I am the sworn | 


representative of the State of Nebraska on 
this floor, and while I occupy that position no 
species of dragoonism, as it has been desig- 
nated by the Senator from Pennsylvania, will 
drive me for one single moment from occupy- 


ing such positions as I feel I ought to occupy, - 
whether 1 am sustained by any Republican vote | 


on this Senate floor or not. ; 

If we are not to vote with the Democrats of 
the Senate, may they not vote with us? I raise 
that question; may they not vote with us? 
When the Republicans are equally divided in 
the Senate may not the Democracy be permit- 
ted, by the grace of God and some principle 
that perhaps may be found in the Constitution 
of the United States, to choose with which 
wing of the Republican party in the Senate 
they will vote? That question had better be 
settled, I suppose, and we had better decide 
whether they shall vote or not; and if they are 
to vote, the question will be with which branch 
of the Republicans shall they vate when there 
isa division on this floor. Let gentlemen settle 
that before they undertake to talk about Repub- 
licans voting for propositions that have received 
Democratic votes in the Senate of the United 

- States. - 

Mr. NYE. I rise to inquire what is the 
question before the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the final adjournment of this session of Con- 
gress, [Laughter. ] 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. President, I trast that 
all the gentlemen who have entertained the 
views against which I protest this morning will 
forget their course on this subject and cease 
to pursue it as completely and totally as the 

- oblivious Senator from Nevada, [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CORBETT. It has been suggested to 
me to try the question again on “‘ Friday, the 
8th of July,” as a day which gives usthe most 
of theweek. We can adjourn on Friday even- 
ing, and that will give us the entire week. 
Monday, the 4th, being a holiday, it would 
be almost equivalent to adjourning on the Ist; 
but by making it the 8th we thereby extend 


the session about a week, and that will enable | 


us, in my opinion, to complete all necessary 
business. That will give us some forty-seven 
or forty-eight days. We shall then have sat 
about eight months. I believe it is necessary 
that we should adjourn in order ta give the 
business community some quiet. I believe 
they demand that whatever we do now we 
shall do promptly, so that they may know what 
they are to depend upon. The tariff bill has 
virtually been disposed of in the House of 


‘time named, Sir, we are here to transact the 
: public business of the country, and not for 

our own convenience, We are paid by the year 
to do that business. It is our Faiy to transact 


: that business, whether we do it in three months, | 
e It is our | 
: business and our duty as well as our right to |: 


; Nine months, or even twelve months. 


remain here until that business is concluded. 

It will be seen by reference to the Calendar 
of business that hers is a large number of 
bills now pending before the Senate which are 
not of general importance to the country at 


the States from which they emanate. We are 


i business in which the whole country iş inter- 


| here. 


| feeling that it was no more than right and 


proper that they should be first settled ; but 


the time of the Senate for the consideration of 
these other measures. Į insist that to fix the 
time for adjournment now, especially the time 
named in the resolution or the amendment, 
would be a wrong to the States from which 
those measures emanate. 
the considerations of party have been referred 
to, I will say that it would be imprudent and 
indiscreet, so far as our party is concerned, for 
the reason that we are here to do that business 
as well as business of a more national char- 
acter; and we cannot afford to Jeave here 
until that business is done. 

Mr. FLANAGAN, I claim the privilege to 
; make a remark. It would certainly be im- 
proper for me to undertake ta lecture the Sen- 
ate on the subject of adjournment. I do not 
presume to even suggest the propriety of any 
ddy; for I am as yet scarcely familiar with my 
seat here. But, sir, in response to remarks 
that have been made, I feel it to be, to same 
extent, my duty to place myself right. It has 
been made known to us by my distinguished 
friend from Missouri that this is a matter that 
the country is to pass upon. For the vote that 
I propose to give on this question, forthe votes 
I five already cast, which are recorded, I feel 
the responsibility, and am ready to meet it 
with a great deal of cheerfulness ; and I appre- 
hend they will receive nothing but an unquali- 
fied approval. 

Now, sir, so far ag combinations are con- 
cerned—that was the language used by my dis- 
tinguished friend—Il have made no combina- 
tion with any one. 


So far as I was concerned, I knew not whence 
lÍ the resolution originated, whether from a Dem» 


And inasmuch as | 


‘| from the Committee of Ways and Means. 
large, but which are of very great moment to |: 


here to do that business just as well as the . 


ested. These States havea right ta be heard , 
The gentlemen who have offered those 
| bills have declined to interfere with the great. , 
national questions which have been befare us, `. 


_the number of months they have been sitting 
here, they might, perhaps, Have done so. IL 
have nothing to say on that subject. I pre- 
sume that they have done everything that they 
could do, and properly. There is no question 
with me on that branch of the subject. I was 

‘a little amused, however, with the discussion 

' that has grown up here so pleasantly this morn- 

: ing, and particularly to see the line taken by 

the gentleman from Nebraska. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, J have noth- 
ing to say of Democrats or of Republicans. ” I 
wish to make an appeal for the business of the 
country. I holdin my hand a bill printed and 
| laid on our tables to-day fòr the first time, 
: being ‘‘A bill to reduce internal taxes, and for 
other purposes,” reported by Mr. epee 

n 
looking at it I find that it contains eighty-six 
solid folio pages, and I learn from outside in- 
formation that it has beeh very thoroughly con- 
sidered and prepared with the assistance of 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue. This 
bill has not yet been considered in the other 
House. It has not yet reached this Chamber 
except in the copy before us. And still itis pre- 


| pared now to fix in advance a date of adjourn- 


when they are once settled they have arightto | rec 
| action in this Chamber on this important meas- 


agii 


|i W 


i| portant measure. 


‘| ment which in all probability—I may say, 


indeed, necessarily—will preclude definitive 


ure. Why, sir, it is a bill to reduce internal 
taxes. Are Senators ready to go home leaving 
that duty unperformed? 1 wish to act upon it. 
I wish to reduce internal taxes, I know that the 
country expects us to perform that duty, and I 
know, too, that if we go home leaving it unper- 
formed we shall justly be called to account. 
But the bill not only proposes a reductien 
of internal taxes; it revises the whole system 
of internal taxes. Those of us who were in this 
Chamber when that system was first introduced 
know the painful weeks that we passed in con- 
sidering it, day by day, hour by hour, under the 
lead of the distinguished Senator from Maine 
who has been taken from us. Weeks rtnning 
over into months even were passed; and yet 
it is proposed so to abridge the session that 
ou cannot give to this subject even hours. 
hy, sir, it is to make a sacrifice of this im- 


This is not all. Here is the Calendar of 
business, being the last put upon our tables, 
bearing date May 16, 1870, and I find that it 
contains twenty pages of general orders. How 
many of these, think you, can be voted on if 
we adopt now an early day of adjournment? 
Very few. And permit me to say that those 
who do vote for an early adjournment act on 
the principle of the navigator who throws over- 
board the cargo in order to get into port. They 
' make jetsam—lI use the technical term of the- 
' profession—of important public businéss, in 
| order to shorten the voyage. 


I disclaim that idea in toto. |: 


| Now, sir, I cannot sympathize with any such 
| proceeding. We are not sent here for such a 
|| purpose. We are sent here to perform the 
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pele sensitive to it. I can bear the cold; . 


and which has an air that to me is bracing; | 
but I am unwilling to seek my own comfort at 
the cost of the public business. 

1 know not why I should see this differently 
from other Senators; I have no more interest ' 
in these bills than other Senators; but I can- 
not see what seems to me important public 
measures deliberately sacrificed without enter- 
ing my earnest protest. Sir, we ought to stay 
here until the work is done. When it is done, 
then let us vote to go home. Any vote now 
leaving all this business without any provision 
is to my mind a sacrifice of public interests. 

Mr. CAMERON. 1 fee! bound to say a 
word in reply to the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, who seems to think that those of us who 
have been voting in the majority are not as 
anxious to get through with the public busi- ' 
ness as he is. I will agree to remain here as ` 
long as the Senator from Massachusetts or 
avybody else if it be necessary for the public 
good; but l am acting now, in voting to fix the 
time of adjournment, on the belief that by so | 
doing I am insuring the completion of the 
public business. 

The simile of the mariner, which the Sen- 
ator brought into his remarks very handsomely 
a moment ago, applied itself to my mind very 
differently. it seems to me that a good mari- 
ner would say to his crew, ‘‘ Get to work, all 
of you; stop your blathering’’—I believe that 
is a sea-phrase, too, [laughter]—‘‘ attend to 
your sails, and act, every one of you, in your 
calling, and then we shall reach port in the 
shortest time.” 

So it is with me on this question. My expe- 
rience is that whenever a day of adjournment 
is fixed men go to work, and when they talk 


they talk only in the hope of convincing the |, 


Senate, or those whom they address, on the 
subject on which they are acting. On the other 
hand, when no time for adjournment is fixed, 
we all get in the habit of talking generally on 
everything, and bringing up on every question 
everything which happens to come into the 
head or the imagination of the Senator speak- 
ing atthe moment. To-day, in the short dis- ' 
cussion that we have already had, about one . 
half the questions that have been disposed of 
by the Senate during the eight months that we 
have been in session have been brought up. 

I am as anxious asthe Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, as anybody else can be, that the bill 
reducing internal taxation shall become a law. ' 
If we fix a day of adjournment and go to work 
I am sure it will soon become a law; because : 
then when we takeit up there will not be a Sen- 
ator here who will not feel the responsibility . 
which is upon him, and who will not be forced © 
to do all that he can to have it disposed of. : 
If the time of adjournment is fixed when this 
bill is taken up, no man will waste words upon | 
it. He will give his opinions in the briefest ; 


terms possible, and applying only to the ques- `; 


tion in hand; and thus we shall dispose of the 
business. . 

I beg pardon for having twice occupied the 
‘ime of the Senate on this subject. 
merely add, by way of reply to what is said 
abont Democrats and Republicans voting to- 


gether on this question, that in looking over |: 


one of the lists of yeas and nays I find that 


out of thirty-one votes there were twenty-five F 


Kepublicans and only six Democrats. 
Mr. DRAKE. On whatquestion? | 
Mr. CAMERON. On the question of taking | 
this subject up. 
Mr. DRAKE. On the question of passing | 
over the fifteenth amendment bill and contin- 
uing the consideration of this subject. 

Mr. CAMERON, i 
same, for Lbelieve we have only six Democrats 
here now. : 


` in all, ought not to alarm us so much! 


I will | 


They are all about the | 


me, I said twenty-five Republicans. Now these 
oor Democrats over there, only six of ae 
Shey 
cannot hurt us. Let us only keep our organ- 
ization right among ourselves, and take care 
of the Republicans, and we shall get along 
very well, and let the Democrats do as they 
please. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment to the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Oregon, fixing Friday, the 
8th of July, as the day of final adjournment. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


nays have been ordered, which is to strike out 
u Monday, the 4th ofJuly,”’ and insert ‘‘ Friday, 
the 15th of July.” 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


: resulted—yeas 86, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Buckingham, 
Carpenter, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, 
Gilbert, Hamlin, Lloward, Howe, Jlowell, 


Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Revels, Rice, Sher- 
man, Sponcer, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, 
Trumbull, Warner, and Willey—35. 

NAYS—Mossre. 
Casserly, Davis, Fenton, Ferry, Flanagan, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Harris, 
Jobuston, MoCreery, Robertson, Scott, Stockton, 


Thurman, Tipton, Vickers, and Williams—21. om 


i ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Cattell, Conk- 
ling, Edmunds, Fowler, Lewis, Morrill of Vermont, 
Norton, Kamsey, Ross, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, 
Wilson, and Yates—16. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 


recurs on agreeing tothe concurrent resolution , 


of the House of Representatives as amended. 


The resolution,as amended, wasconcurred in. | 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representa- 
| tives, by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced 
| that the House had passed the following bills 


I| and joint resolutions; in which it requested the 


concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 2002) for relief of the 
officers and crew of the ship Nightingale ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 2064) to repeal the pre- 
amble of an act in relation to the National 


Theological Institute, approved April 22, 1870; | 

A bill (H. R. No. 2061) to compensate the » 
officers and crew of the Kearsarge, for the - 
‘ destruction of the rebel piratical vessel Ala- , 


bama; ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 291) for the 
relief of Chief Engineers George Sewell and 
William H. Shock, of the Navy; and 


A bill (H. B. No. 2068) to authorize the - 
reduction of the width of an alley in square | 


No. 376, in the city of Washington. 

‘The message also announced that the House 
had passed the following bills without amend- 
ment: 

A bill (S. No. 227) to incorporate the Co- 


: Columbia; 


e 
A bill (8. No. 492) to incorporate the trus- 


ıı tees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and for 


other purposes ; and 


: Columbia. 
| ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate, as 


| in Committee of the Whole, now resumes the 


consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1298) to 
‘enforce the rights of citizens of the United 


|| States to vote in the several States of this 


. Union who have hitherto been denied that right 
: on account of race, color, or previous condition 
i of servitude. 


Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, at the 


| adjournment yesterday | was remarking upon | 


' the fifth section of the eubstitute for the House 


i by that section, 


The question ` 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator froin | 
Maine, (Mr. Hauuiy,] on which the yeasand | 


i b Cellogg, || 
McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Nye, Osborn, | 


Boreman, Brownlow, Cameron, | 


lumbia Railway Company of the District of ` 


A bill (S. No. 550) to incorporate the Na- . 
tional Union Savings Bank of the District of |: 


bill offered by the Senator from Nevada, [Mr. 
Srewart.] I think still that that section had 


better be omitted, for L cannot sce any partic: 
ular benefit to be derived from it. ‘The stat- 


'| utes of the States, and I suppose of the Ter- 


-ritories, ordinarily contain abundant legisla- 
; tion to meet such cases as are contemplated 
Ivery State in the Union, 
: I presume, has some statutory provision by 
i which the right of an incumbent to the office 
‘of which he has possession may be tried and 
' determined. This kind of legislation is univer- 
` sal in the States. It is absolutely indispens- 
able in order that the public may know in some 
` proper form, by some proper proceeding, who 

is the rightful person to exercise a particular 
» office. 

The proceeding known as an information 
in the nature of a quo warranto I believe is in 
almost universal use throughout the States anid 
i Territories in statutes containing provisions 
ample to meet all the necessities of the public 
and of individuals. Itis part and parcel of 
State legislation. The remedies afforded by 
it are such as the States lave seen tit to pro- 
vide, and never until now has it been claimed, 
' go far as I know, that the Congress of the 
United States have any authority to interfere 
' with these State remedies, remedies so well 

understood, so universally practiced by the 

people. If, therefore, I were satisfied that 

Congress, under the fifteenth amendment, have 

authority to provide other remedies I should 

not deem it necessary to resort to congressional 
legislation for the remedy. 

Mr. STEWART, Task the Senator to yield 
to me for one moment. Inasmuch as several 
Senators have suggested that the fifth section 

' had better be omitted, after consultation with 
the chairman of the committee I will consent 
to strike it out. 

Mr. HOWARD. I am very glad to hear 
| that, for I think the section will be of no utility 
‘| whatever, and it certainly will give rise to 
litigation and controversy without end. 

r. STEWART. Inasmuch as there has 
been no vote upon it, I suppose I have the 
right to modify the substitute that I have 
offered. I aminformed by the Vice President 
that I have the right to do so; and I will there- 
fore make that modification in the amendment, 
by striking out the fifth section. I do so after 
consultation with many Senators. 

Mr. HOWARD. Very well; I am happy 
to hear it. The modification now made by the 
Senator from Nevada relieves me from the ne- 
cessity of making further observations as to the 
constitutionality of that clause, which I have 
no particular ambition to make. 

Before leaving that subject, however, I will 
take.the liberty of saying a word upon the legal 
construction and interpretation of the fifteenth 
amendment. As some Senators well know, I 
| never was perfectly satisfied with the language 
' in which that amendment was couched. When 
; it was under discussion in this body, I ex- 
pressed my dissatisfaction as to the phraseol- 
|, ogy of the amendment; and I have not been 

able yet to see that I was in error in what I 

said on the subject. However, it is now too 
' late to amend it; it has become part of the 
. Constitution of the United States, like every 
‘other amendment which has been formally 
ratified; and all we can do now is to give it a 

roper interpretation and application in our 
‘legislation. It declares that— 

u i iti ited States to voto 
shall aoe igh t of citizens of the United United States, 
' or by any State, on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude.” 

Such is the article. I could have wished 
for a more direct and affirmative phraseology, 
a phraseology that would have applied the prin- 
ciple of the amendment directly to the African 
race, go that there would have been no ‘occa- 
sion for interpretation or construction. Thave 
|| been told, sir, that some 
States have held that this amendment does 
il not, so to spark, execute itaelf: that in order 


| 
} 
i 
i 
\ 


courts in the United . 
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that it may be applied by way of remedy of the || while to incorporate so unusual a clause in the 


evils against,which it was intended itis neces*/| act. It will give rise to much comment, much 


sary that there should be congressional legis- |{ censure, much inconvenience. 


Let offenses 


lation: that without such legislation it is but || against this statute be prosecuted and pun- 


a mere brutum fulmen, having no operation 
or legal effect. 
Mr. President, how any well-informed court 
of justice could evercome to such a conclusion 
touching this amendment. 


place, and secondly upon the States, by which 
they are both inhibited from passing any act 
or resorting to any measure whatever as gov- 


ernments which shall either deny or abridge | 


to citizens of the United States the right to 
vote on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude. It is as much a pro- 
hibition upon the Federal Government and 
upon the legislation of the States as is any 
other prohibition contained in the whole instru- 
ment. It forbids a certain thing to be done, 
either by the Congress of the United States or 


by a State, and that thing is the deniai or ; 


abridgment of the right to vote on account of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 
That is all there is of it. 


It is a prohibition upon the two Govern- 


ments, the Federal and the State Government, 
by which they are respectively disabled from 
passing any act by which this evil shall be 
created or encouraged. Itdoes not, in terms, 
relate to the conduct of mere individuals, and 
a very ‘‘ strict construction’’ court of justice 
might, as I can well conceive, refuse to apply the 


real principles of the amendment to the case © 


of individuals who themselves, as mere indi- 


viduals, and notas authorized by Governments ., 
or Government officers, should undertake to |. 
deny or prevent to a colored man the exercise | 


of his right of suffrage; and I have some fear, 
J] confess, that owing to the peculiar phrase- 
ology of this amendment some courts may 
give it that strict, and, in my judgment, narrow 
` construction. 


But Ido not think that when Congress passed | 


this amendment and laid it before the States 
they intended to confine its operation solely to 
the legislation of Congress by way of prohibi- 
tion, or to do the same thing in reference to 
State legislation. ‘They entertained broader 
views. ‘Their intention and purpose were, be- 
yond adoubt, for I witnessed all the discussion 


that took place in the Senate, to secure to the i 


colored man by proper legislation, the right to 


go to the polls and quietly and peacefully |, 


deposit his ballot there. 

What may be ultimately the construction to 
he placed upon this clause by the Supreme 
Court of the United States I shall not under- 
take to say. But I repeat that I have a fear 
that courts of justice in the States, and espe- 
cially in the southern States, may give it that 
narrow construction, and refuse to apply the 
remedies which are proper in the case to pun- 
ish individuals for interrupting, preventing, 
delaying, or hindering the colored man from 
the peaceful and free exercise of his right of 
suffrage; which was the great object we had 
in view in proposing this amendment to the 
people of the United States. 

Against sach a construction of the amend- 
ment | take this occasion to protest. It is not 
in harmony with the views of the advocates 
and friends. of the amendment, and if carried 
out by courts the clause itself will be stripped 
in alarge degree of that remedial and pro- 
tective justice which was in the minds of its 
authors when it was under diseussion in these 
Chambers. 

I hope, Mr. President, that the honorable 
Senator from Nevada will also consent to strike 
out the eleventh section of his substitute. It 
provides that the President of the United 
States may order and direct a judge of a cir- 
cuit court to leave his place of business and to 


go to some other locality for the purpose of |: 


holding his court ånd bringing before him per- 
gons who may be offenders against the provis- 
ions of this statute. I hardly think it worth 


I cannot imagine, I confess, | 


It is simply a pro- ` 
hibition upon the United States, iu the first |! 


ished in the usual way, by the usual means 
l furnished by law, as in other cases. 

| Mr. STEWART. I will say to the Senator 
| that I do not attach very much importance to 
the eleventh section. 

| Mr. HOWARD. I know the honorable Sen- 
| ator does not; and I think it would be of no 
| 


' real benefit. 
© Mr. STEWART. Iam willing to modify 


the substitute and leave out the eleventh sec- 


tion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Warren 
in the chair.) The substitute will be so mod- 


ified if there be no objection. Itisso modified. ; 
Mr. TOWARD. I think the honorableSen- | 


‘ator had better modify also somewhat the 
twelfth section, which authorizes the employ- 


protection of the voter. 

Mr. STEWART. I would not like tomake 
, any modification in that respect now. I wish 
; the Senator would reserve that. 

Mr. HOWARD. I am merely making a 
suggestion to the Senator. I think I would 


ment by the President of military force forthe’ 


i modify the twelfth section also, so as todefine | 
i exactly the duty of the military authorities © 


when they shall be thus employed by the Pres- ` 


ident to protect the ballot-box, or to protect 

i the right of citizens to voce or to register. 
I have no fear that this power in the Pres- 
ident of the United States to employ the mili- 


tary force to protect ghe helpless voter in the | 


exercise of his right will ever be abused. 


can arise during times of peace in the United 
‘| States when it would be proper to employ the 


} protecting and tutelary authority of the mili- ' 


On ` 
the other hand, I think that if any occasion | 


:| tary arm it would be to secure to the colored ' 


man, and to the white man also, having the 
ii right to vote, the opportunity to go to the polls 
and quietly deposit his vote. 
, hension that has been expressed in regard to 
' military despotism to grow out of this clause 
is,in my judgment, the merest moonshine. 
Congress lhas exercised a similar power in 
q numerous instances, as you will find by con- 
sulting the statutes. 
' Mr. THURMAN. 
to ask him a question? 
Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir. 
Mr. THURMAN. I understand. the Sen- 
'| ator to say that Congress lias exercised this 


send troops around the ballot-box. 
Mr. HOWARD. Not, perhaps, to surround 


ing public disorder, riots, and bloodshed. For 
i from Ohio, if in his heart and conscience he 


| colored suffrage, would. be among the first to 


' with a view to deter colored voters from the 
olls he would be the first to grant to the 
resident of the United States authority to 
_employ éhe military arm to prevent the vio- 
lence and to secure and protect the voter in 
the exercise of his right. That is all that is 


i hension is that there will. be numerous in- 
stances in the southern States where colored 
| voters will be completely deterred and kept 
away from the polls-by the interference of that 
class of men who have so long held them in 
bondage, and who atill regard them with feel- 
ings of hatred and ill-will, because they (the 
blacks) were the occasion of the great war in 
which the slaveholders were signally over- 
thrown and crushed. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
to interrupt him a moment? 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. Lest silence might give 


Will my friend allow me : 


All the appre- _ 


Will my friend allow me | 


{ . > 
|| power in numerous instances—the power to ; 


|’ laws to protect the ballot-box. 


‘ only purpose of the clause. 


to any man living, to any man that ever did 
live or ever will live, the power of his mere 
will, without consulting anything but the dic- 
tates of his own will, to surround the ballot- 
boxes of this country with the troops of the 

| United States. Nor do I believe there is the 
| least necessity for it. I believe the State nu- 
' thorities are quite sufficient under the Slate 
Noram I will- 
ing that the military arm of the United States 
shall be used, except according to the Consti- 
tution, when there are cases of insurrection or 
: domestic violence, and the President is called 
upon, pursuant to law, to furnish aid to the 
State to suppressinsurrection or violence which 
the State authorities are not able to suppress. 
Mr. HOWARD. Well, Mr. President, 1 
should regret extremely to see it become babit- 
ual in this country to surround the ballot-box 
by an armed force, especially if the object of 
' the force was to deter and repel from the exer- 
' cise of the rights of suffrage citizens of the 
; United States who were entitled to that right, 
But that is not this case. The object of this 
provision is plain and simple. Itis to protect 
the voter in the exercise of his right, by em- 
ploying a sufficient military force in cases of 
exigency to drive off and to disperse mobs 
and assemblages of men who are or may be 
banded together for the purpose of preventing 
the colored man from exercising his right of 
suffrage. ‘That is the purpose and that is the 
Can any right- 


minded man object to it? 

Now, Mr. President,’ suppose a case that 
may possibly happen in the not far-off future, 
! where a ballot-box is surrounded in a southern 
State, not by a military force of the United 
' States with the uniform and arms of the nation 


i! glittering upon them, but by a mob of seces- 


sionists or infuriated Democrats banded to- 
gether to prevent the colored citizens from 
depositing their vates? Has the honorable 
! Senator from Ohio no outcry to make against 
such an outrage? Of course he has. But sup- 
pose the State in which this scene happens io 
take place has a Governor and other author- 
: ities who are not disposed to interfere at all— 

and that event may happen: it is not among 
the. impossibilities of the future, nor even 
| among the improbabilities of the future. Sup- 
pose it should take place; would the honorable 
. Senator from Ohio say that it would be im- 
, proper for the President of the United States 
| to employ a small squad of men to present 
their compliments as well as their bayonets 
! to this mob, disperse them, and see to it that 


the colored men enjoy the right to go to the 


the ballot-box, but for the purpose of prevent- . 
instance, I know that the honorable Senator | 


believed in the righteousness and justice of | 


response to that question, and I shall not there- 
i fore press it. 
Mr. THURMAN. The Senator says I mako 
'no response. Pardon me; I was conversing 
with a gentleman here, and I did not hear his 


{ 
| polls and deposit their votes? He makes no 
1 
l 
i 
t 


| supposititious case. 


say that in the case of mob violence attempted | 


| Mr. HOWARD. Iwill repeatit. My ques- 
| tion was whether in case the polls should be 
i surrounded by a mob of persons banded to- 
‘gether for the purpose of preventing colored 
| men from voting, and the State authorities 


- should refuse to interfere to disperse this mob, 
i would not the Senator be willing to see the 


contemplated here; and without it, my appre- — 


i 
| 
| 


' President employ the military force of the 
, United States to disperse the mob and secure 
; the right to vote tothe colored man ; or would 
he stand quietly by and say, ‘‘ Let the thing 


'. pass; do not interfere; let these black citizens 


be deprived of their votes, and let this be done 
to thousands rather than employ half a dozen 


i bayonets to disperse the assailants and secure 


` the right of voting to the blacks?’ For myself, 


consent to what he supposes in respect to my- ' 
| self, I wish to say to him that | would not give |; 


| sir, I prefer military interference to mob vio- 
ence. 

Mr. THURMAN. As the Senator from 
Michigan has invited an answer to his ques- 
_ tion I suppose it is agreeable to him that [Í 
' shall give it now. It will be very brief. In the 
first place, then, I have to say that we cught 
not to put the hypothetical case of a colored 


man being prevented from voting, for I sup- 
pose that the right of a white man is equal to 
the right of a colored man, to say the least-——— 

Mr. HOWARD. Lincluded the white man 
in my question. 

Mr. THURMAN, I will say to him this: 
that I amin favor of every man whois entitled 
to vote, whether he be colored or whether he 
be white, having the peaceful exercise of that 
right, and just as much opposed to any intimi- 
dation or violence to prevent its exercise as 
the Senator from Michigan, or any other Sen- 
ator on the floor. But when the Senator asks 
me to clothe the President of the United States 
with a power such as this twelfth section would 
clothe him with; to surround any ballot-box 
he pleased in this country with the soldiers of 
the United States for any purpose whatever 
contemplated by this act, not for the purpose 
merely of preventing violence or insurrection, 
but, in the language of this twelfth section, 
“for the paper of enforcing this act’ and 
compelling o dience to it, whether there 
be violence or whether there be not violence, 


whether there be disturbance or whether there | 


be peace; when he asks me whether I am will- |, 
And now let me | 


ing to do that, I answer, no. 
say to the Senator that, as old and experienced 
a lawyer and reasoner as he is, he ought to 
know that extreme cases prove nothing. Ho 
puts an extreme case; he puts a most im- 
proper case ; he puts a case of violence at the 
polls sanctioned by the State authorities, by 
the State oflicers, unrepressed by the State 
authority; and upon such a mere hypothetical 
case as that, a case in no wise likely to arise 
at all, he seeks to clothe the President of the 
United States with this power that no monarch 
on God’s earth, where there is a constitutional 
Government, possesses or ever did possess. 
Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I have 


closed the remarks I designed to make on this ` 


amendment. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I do not 
think the twelfth section is susceptible of the 
construction that is put upon it. It simply 
authorizes the President to enforce the pro- 


visions of this act according to the mode pointed || 


out in the act. The last clause, ‘‘and enforce 
the due execution of this act,’’ is not much 
more than the declaration in the Constitution 
itself that the President shall see that the laws 


| 


are executed. The detail of the mode of exe- , 


cution is pointed out in the act. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 


the Senator from Nevada betore the vote is 
taken; but there is very little satisfaction in 
trying to explain the provisions: of these two 


bills, or compare oue with the other, when | 
| rupt the Senator; but I think it will facilitate 


there are so few Senators to listen. Perhaps 
I could not enlighten anybody on the subject if 
I should try. But I must say that I preter the 


House bill to the bill reported by the Judiciary ; 


Committee of the Senate, because it is a plain, 
straightforward, intelligible piece of legislation. 
By it remedies are provided for all existing 
evils; and that is as far asin my jadgment it 
is safe or pradent to go at this time; for this 
legislation undertakes to occupy a new field, 
one that has not heretofore been occupied by 
the legislation of Congress. Laws of thirty- 
seven States, differing from each other, are to 
be modified, or perhaps repealed by this legis- 
lation. Laws, with the provisions of which we 
are not at all familiar, are to be more or less 
affected by this legislation. It therefore appears 
to me that prudence requires that we should 
proceed in a carefal manner in this legislation, 
and only dothat now which the necessities of 
the case seem to require. 

The House bill provides that the officer whose 
duty it is to assess persons, who refuses to 
assess a man on account of his color, if the 
assessment be a prerequisite for voting, shall 
be punished. Jt also provides that if an officer 
whose duty it is to collect or receive a tax shall 
refuse to do so on account of color he shall be 
punished. And it also provides that if a per- 


Mr. President, I desire 
to say a few words upon the motion made by ©. 


deen a a a aa A 


son whose duty it is to register an elector, or 
a candidate for elector, shall refuse to act in 
conformity to law, he shall be punished. And 
` go ample provision, it appears to me, is made 
in the House bill to enable all citizens of the 


United States, without distinction of race or | 


color, to prepare themselves for voting and to 


vote; and I know of no legal obstacles that can | 


be thrown in the way except. those that are 
provided for by the bill that has been sent to 
the Senate from the House of Representatives. 

Now, is it advisable for us to go into the 
regions of imagination or conjecture with this 
legislation? Is it advisable for us to suppose 
some possible but not probable case that may 
arise, and attempt to provide for it in the pro- 
visions of this bill? 

Mr. STEWART. Linquire of the Senator 
from Oregon if it isimprobable that men will 
try n prevent the registration of colored vot- 
ers | 


‘that now in Virginia and other places? Is it 


ls it not a fact that they are trying to do | 


not probable that they will prevent some from ; 


' voting? 
the House bill. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 


‘ish any officer who shall refuse to register a 
pergon on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude. 

Mr. STEWART. It does not touch out- 
siders who interfere—mobs. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Sir, does the Senator 
expect that he can by any legislation which can 
be devised here prevent theexistence of mobs; 
prevent the existence of wolence such as some- 
times arises at the polls, and will occasionally 
arise at the polls at all elections? 

Mr. STEWART. I expect to do just this 
thing: if they interfere with the colored man, 
and will not allow him to go to the place of 
registration and register, | want to make that 


‘ an offense, and punish it, if we can enforce the 


law. That is what we mean to do. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, the bill 


4 
that has been sent to the Senate from the House . 
of Representatives makes ample provision for ` 


such a case, I say, because it provides that if 
any person, by threats, fraud, or intimidation, 
shall attempt to prevent a person from voting 
on account of his race, color, or previous con- 
dition of servitude, he shall be subjected to a 
punishment. 

Mr. STEWART. ‘From voting ;’’ but not 
from doing these other things. 


_ Nevada gets through talking I will try to pro- 

‘ ceed; but it is difficult for two persons to talk 
l at the same time. 

Mr. STEWART. I do not want to inter- 
` matters if we get at the exact points of differ- 


ence. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Ithink I understand these 
two bills; I have read them both carefully, and 


I am endeavoring to show that the House bill | 


provides for all probable cases where persons 
; may seek to interfere with the right of suffrage 


of servitude; and if any Senator wild take the 
bill that has been sent here from the House 
and read its different. provisions he will find 


Mr. WILLIAMS. When the Senator from | 


that in that respect it is quite as effective as | 


| Committee. , 
This bill is intended as 4 criminal code upon 


| the subject of elections by Congress, and the | 
House bill distinctly defines and describes the | 


| crimes, and distinctly defines and describes the 
: punishments that shall be inflicted ; and in that 
| respect it commends itself to my judgment. I 
cannot approve of legislation that isso vague, 


stood, and not to be understood by the com- 
` mittee who have reported it to the Senate, for 
| the different members of this committee differ 


|. here as to the meaning of their bill, and differ- 


ent Senators outside of the committee enter- 
‘tain different opinions as to its meaning; and 


indefinite, and uncertain as not to be under- į 


i; the bill that has been reported by the Judiciary : 


I say that provision is | 
made in the House bill, explicitly made, to pun- ; 


| preparatory act was 


May 20, 


if such a pieco of legislation is put before tho 
country it will lend to infinite coytroversy and 
litigation. 

The Senator from Nevada proposes a bill to 
enforce the fifteenth amendment, and upon 
that he piles another bill which is intended to 
enforce the fourteenth amendment, and upon 
that he piles another which is intended to pro- 
tect citizens in the enjoyment of their civil 
rights; and this conglomerated mass of incon- 
gruities and uncertainties is to be put through 


_ here in the name of a bill to enforce the tit 


teenth amendment! 

I object to the Senate bill, because it is 
indefinite and vague in all or nearly all of its 
provisions. It seems to be a sort of scoop-net 
that has been thrown out for the purpose of 
catching some conceivable cases that may arise; 
and it is nota bill applicable to existing mis- 
chiefs, which can be distinctly understood and 
can be casily and directly remedied. ‘Take the 


` second section as an illustration of the bill. It 


l S m || reads: 
‘These things are not provided for in | 


That if by or under the authority of the constitu- 
tion or laws of any Stato, or the laws of any Terri- 
tory, any act is or shall be required to bo dono as n 
prerequisite or qualitication for voting, and by such 
constitution or laws persons or officers are or shall 
bo charged with tho performance of duties in fur- 
nishing to citizens an opportunity to perform such 
prerequisito, or to become qualified to vote, it shall 

o the duty of every such person and officer to give 
to all citizens of the United States tho same and 
equal opportunity to perform suob prerequisite, and 
to become qualified to vote, without distinction of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude; and 
if any such person or officer shall refuse or know- 
ingly omitto givo full effect to this section, hosball, 
for every such offense, &c. 


This section provides that officers who are 
charged with certain duties in reference to 
elections shall give all persons an equal oppor- 
tunity to qualify themselves for voting. Now, 
as to whether certain persons have or have not 
an equal opportunity to do a thing is a matter 
of opinion about which men may very honestly 
differ; and where there is a poll or place of 
registration, where there are a thousand, or it 


_may be five thousand persons desiring to be 


registered, to say that it shall be a crime if the 


| officer does not give to each oneof those five thou- 


sand persons an equal opportunity to register 
is to describe an offense, it seems to me, with- 
out any precedent in criminal jurisprudence. 
And then it provides that the officer shall “give 
full effect to this section’? The crime con- 
sists in not giving full effect to a certain section 
of alaw. Who can tell whether a man gives 
fall effect or not to a provision of law like that? 
Many persons who are interested may suppose 
that the officer does not give full effect to it and 
he may suppose that he does. Room is left 
here for unbounded controversy and conten- 
tion over the meaning of this section. If this 
law defined exactly what the crime should be, 
if a refusal to assess a person upon application 


_ was defined asa crime, then there would be no 
. difliculty in inflicting the punishment; and so 


|: on account of race, color, or previous condition |: 


in reference to registration; and so in refor 
ence to the different acts required, If each 
described, and if it was 
declared that any officer who should prevent 
the performance of that preparatory act should 


' be punished, then the officer would understand 


` his duty, and the 


erson seeking the benefit of 


' the law would understand his rights. 


| persons of color. 


| by some members of the committee, 


I think section three is subject to the same 
objection. Much controversy has arisen here 
between different Senators as to what this 
section means. Sir, the members of this com- 
mittee differ as to whether it applies to all 
persons, or whether it applies exclusively to 
I understand the honorable 
Senator who has charge of the bill to say that 
it applies exclusively to persons of color, while 
other members of the committee contend that 
itapplies to all persons. So under this sec- 
tion, according to the construction put upon it 
one of the 
famous New York ‘‘ repeaters’? may, upon his 
affidavit anywhere in that city, compel the 
judges to receive his vote. We all know that 
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those persons are capable of doing any act or 
committing any crime for the purpose of swell- 
ing the majority of the party to which they 


his aflidavit, then the judge is bound to receive 
his vote if it applies to all persons. If it ap- 

lies only to colored persons, then of course 
that objection would not apply to the section. 

But, sir, inany event, as has been suggested 
by the Senator trom Michigan, it seems to me 
that it opens the door to abuse and to fraud. 
jt in eifect repeals to a great extent the regis- 
tration acts of many of the States, for those 
acts provide, where persons are prevented by 
anything that may occur from registering their 
names, ways and means by which they can 
secure the right to vote. 1 object to the sec- 


understand it; and because there is such a 
difference of opinion as to its meaning as to 
make it almost impossible to apply or enforce it. 

But without going into details as to the dif- 
ferent provisions of the Senate bill, I will say 
that it seems to me it is subject to two objec- 
tions which will be urged against it by the 
popular voice of the country. One is that it 
opens the door to a perfect torrent of litiga- 
tion. There is no end, to the lawsuits that 
will spring up under this bill, aud nearly all 
of these lawsuits will be conducted at the 
expense of the United States. Section seven 
provides— 

That the district attorneys, marshals, and deputy 
marshals of the United States, the commissioners 
appointed by the circuit and territorial courts of 
the United States, with powers of arresting, impris- 
oning, or bailing offenders against the laws of the 
United States, and every other officer who may be 
specially empowered by the President of the Unitod 
States, shall be, and they are hereby, specially au- 
thorized and required, at the expense of the United 
States, to institute proceedings against all and every 
person who shall violate the provisions of this act, 
and cause him or them to 
prisoned, 

These proceedings are to be conducted before 
the district and circuit courts of the United 
States. There are but one or two such courts 
within a State, and persons may be brought 
from remote distances to answer before those 
courts ; witnegses may be summoned at vast 
expense; and if the prosecution shall fail, and 
doubtless many of these prosecutions will fail, 
then the United States is subjected to the pay- 
ment of all the expesses growing out of these 
numberless prosecutions. 


I say that is one objection which will neces- 


sarily be made to this legislation {hat it pro- 


vides inducements to litigation, that it provides |. 
teenth amendment of the Constitution. 
. not know that any danger will grow out of this 
_ provision; but it has a very bad look, and it | 
‘should be remembered in reference to this ' 


ways and means by which thousands and tens 
of thousands of lawsuits may be brought into 
existence, and also declares that a consider- 
able portion of this litigation shall be con- 
ducted at the expense of the United States. 
Everybody familiar with elections knows 
that whenever they are fairly conducted there 


are more or less persons who feel aggrieved by - 


the result. Is it not usual fur persons to com- 
plain that they have not been allowed to vote, 


or that they have not been allowed to register . 
themselves? Is it not usual for defeated par- — 
i: gir, 1 doubt very much whether the people of 
: the country will acquiesce in any such legisla- 
‘tion. 


ties to complain in that way, and find fault 
with the jadges and with other persons con- 
nected with the election? And does not this 
bill invite all such persons in every precinct in 


these United States to commence suits, and |} 
promises and declares that if any individual | 
will bring such suit, with the necessary evidence | 
i bill. If we do that it may perhaps need some | 


{ 
: | 
to sustain it, he shall receive. $500 compensa- |i | ' 1 
|| others were as free from it as I am; but it 
| 
|! 
| 


tion for his services in the litigation? Sir, it 
seems to me that this bill opens up a field of || 
speculation for persons who are disposed to | 
occupy it without any precedent in the history | f 
!! been proposed, looks to me like a sort of moral ; 
i: essay that has been thrown into something like | 
i| the shape of legislation. Let us take the 
| bill. 
| received here from various parts of the coun- 


of this country. 

This bill, too, is open to another objection 
which has been suggested by several Senators ; 
and that is, that it appears, whatever its pre- 
cise object may be, to subordinate the elec- 


tions in the country to the military power of | i g 
i sary; and if we take the House bill, with such 


the Government. 1 do not, of course, partici- 


e arrested and jm-' to time ta execute all such warrants and other pro- 


pate in those fears and apprehensions which 
have been expressed; but, at the same time, 


wi if there is one feeling among the people of the 
beiong ; and if one of those persons in the city | = 1 chee: 


of New York goes to the voting place and files | 


United States stronger than another it is that 
the elections of this country should be free, as 
free as possible, and that they should not be 


controlled, by military influence and power. | 
True, we have been compelled by the exigen- ` 


cies of the war to depart from this time-hon- 
ored rule of the country ; butit is our duty, as 
it appears to me, as soon as practicable to go 
back to the old system of allowing as far as 
practicable all elections in this country to be 
entirely free from external influence, and par- 
ticularly free from military influence. 


Bir, let it be remembered that this bill is not ` 


made exclusively for the southern States, but 


] wt ] | it is to apply equally in every State of this 
tion particularly because it is so indefinite, and © i Anot 4 
so vague and so uncertain that nobody can | 


Union. There is not a precinet in New York 
or Maine or Oregon where the military may 


not be summoned by some subordinate of some : 


commissioner to go to the polls for the purpose 
in some way of influencing or controlling an 
election. 

This bill provides that attorneys, marshals, 
and deputy marshals shall be employed and 
shall act; that the courts shall have unlimited 
power to appoint commissioners. The courts 
may appoint one commissioner, or they may 
appoint a thousand commissioners in every 
state in the Union; and those commissioners 
are allowed to appoint subordinates in such 


` numbers as they may see proper and these 
persons are authorized by this bill to summon 


the military power of the country to their aid 
at elections. I will read that part of section 
eight: 


' And tho better to enable the said commissioner l 
, to execute their duties faithfully and efficiently in 


conformity with the Constitution of the United 
States and the requirements of this act, they are 
hereby authorized and empowered within their dis- 
tricts respectively, to appointin writing, under their 
hands, any one or more suitable persons, from time 


cess as may be issued by them in the Jawful per- 
formance of their respective duties; and the persons 
so appointed to excoute any warrant or process as 
aforesaid shall have authority to summon and call 
to their aid the bystandersor posse comitatus of the 
proper county, or such portion of the land or naval 
torces of the United States or of the militia, as may 
be necessary to the performance of the duty with 
which they are charged and to insure a faithful obser- 
vance of the fifteenth amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, 


Thèse commissioners may appoint any num- 
ber of suitable persons without limit, and these 
suitable pers®ns, who may be perfectly irre- 
sponsible, may exercise the power of the Pres- 


‘ident of the United States, and summon the 
military to enforce the provisions of the fif- . 


Ido 


bill that its doctrines dnd provisions are to 


be defended everywhere in the United States; | 
and I am afraid that io our effort to do some- | 
thing for Louisiana or Mississippi, or some | 


one of those States, we may lose sight of the 


. other parts of the United States, where the peo- | 
ple have not been accustomed to have elections | 


in any way influenced by military power; and, 


Mr. President, these are two popular objec- 
tions that will be made to the provisions of 
this bill. Such provisions, it seems to me, are 


unnecessary at thistime. Let ustake the House | 


amendment. I do not pretend to say it isa 


perfect bill; but it is a plain, concise, clear, | 


systematic piece of legislation, which looks to 
me like law. But this Senate bill, as it has 


ouse 


Let us adopt it. Information has been 


try that expedition in this legislation is neces- 
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amendments as may be proposed to it if it be 
imperfect, then there is a probability that at 
some time before we adjourn we can obtain 
some legislation for the enforcement of the 
fifteenth amendment. ‘Senators have already 
seen what a vast field of discussion the bill 
reported by the Judiciary Committee opens. 
‘ Senators upon this floor, grave and learned 
Senators, whose Republicanism is beyond ques- 
tion, have expressed doubts as to the constitu- 
tionality of many of its provisions. Sir, in the 
House bill there can be no question, it seems 
to me, about the constitutionality of every one 
of its provisions. Let us adopt that bill. It 
meets existing mischiefs, and if experience 
shall demonstrate that it is in any respect de- 
fective, if any State Legislature shall devise 
any scheme to avoid the provisions of that bill, 
then it can be amended so as to meet that de- 
vice; and so we can learn from experience 
what may be necessary for this sort of legisla- 
tion. 

But at the present time, for the sake of 
expedition, for the sake of securing some sort 
of legislation which the country needs and 
demands, and for the sake of avoiding the 
field of controversy which this Senate bill 
undertakes to occupy, I hope the Senate will 
adopt the House bill, with such necessary 
amendments as may be proposed, and not 
undertake to take this bill, which is open to so 
many objections and criticisms, in place of the 
one that has been sent to us by the House. 1 
do not undertake to say anything about sec- 
tion eleven, which provides that the President 
may summon the judges—— 

Mr. STEWART. That has been stricken 


out. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Or this other section, 
which gives to the courts—— 

Mr. STEWART. Thatis stricken out. Sec- 
tions five and eleven have both been stricken 


out. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I was not present when 
those amendments were made; but it was sug- 
gested when this bill was introduced that it had 
been framed with so much care that it was not 

‘even open to a special demurrer, and Į am 
astonished to find that some of the sections have 
| been stricken out. I think that the best thing 
, that can be done now is to strike it all out and 
: take the House bill. That will expedite busi- 
ness, and we shall not occupy debatable ground. 
If we are anxious to get through with business, 
let us take this course. I hope there is no pride 


of opinion about Senators that will prevent 


. their adopting this course. I am only prompted 
by my desire to do something in reference to 
` this subject. If I thought the Senate bill was 
_ a better bill than the House bill, I would very 
readily agree to it; but it appears to me that in 
all respects the House bill is preferable. 
Mr. CASSERLY and Mr. STEWART. Mr. 
President 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Warner 
in the chair.) The Senator from California. 
Mr. OASSERLY. If the Senator from Ne- 
vada wishes to say something in reply to the 
Senator from Oregon, I am willing to yield. 
Mr. STEWART. I wish to reply to some of 
the technical objections that have been made. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
+ Senator from California yield? 


/ Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly, for a reply to 


| the Senator from Oregon. 
' Senator desires, I believe. 

Mr. STEWART. I have no pride of opin- 
ion in connection with this bill, and I wish that 


That ig all the 


does seem to me that there is a great deal of 
pride of opinion in connection with this House 
pill, a bill which is utterly defective. The 
question is simply this: does the Senate mean, 
after having passed the fifteenth amendment, 
' that the colored man shall have the vighi to 
vote? I undertake to say that underthe [louse 


| bill I ean invent a hundred modes whereby he 
; can be deprived of his vote and nobody be 
|. punished. I undertake to say that the Lies ss 


Dill is no better than the amendment I have 
offered, as it now stands; and if any gentle- 


man will sit down with me for half an hour I |; nesty and those who are opposed to amnesty. |: ing it. 
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fos | : 
body wants that amendment enforced while it |; States can require, then they can avoid the 
is in force, both those who are in favor of am- |: House bill. 'T'hereis no machinery for enforo- 


can demonstrate to him that there ia no use i I think while itis a part of the Constitution we 


whatever in passing the Llouse bill; that it 
does not meet any of the requirements; that 
there is no proper machinery in it for enforcing 
the fileenth amendment, 

The Senator from Oregon [Mr. Witiians] 
objects that we have made it the duty of the 


marshals, the commissioners, and the courts 


to go on and execute this law, and that it will 
be expensive tothe Government, The House 
hill, | admit, would be cheaper, because it 
would never be executed. It simply defines 
a few offenses, and can be gotten over very 
easily, Let us look at ita moment and see 
what is left out. The first section of the House 
hill provides that any ollicer of the United 
States or of any State, Territory, or district, 
Ac., who shall fail or refuse to do his duty in 
regard to the right of citizens to vote, shall be 
punished for it as an offense. That is very 
well, The next section is: 

That all colored citizens of the United States 
resident in the several States of the United States 
shall be entitled to vote at all elections, Ke. 

That is very well. Then it makes it an 
offense to interfere with their votes. Theu the 
third, fourth, fifth, and sixth sections relate to 
the question of taxation; that if there is a tax 
to be levied a colored citizen shall be taxed the 
same as anybody else, so as to entitle him to 
be registered. Thesixth section is to meet the 
case in Delaware on the taxing question, 

Then the seventh section relates to elections 
of members of Congress and electors for Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States, 
and makes any interference with those elections 
an offense. 

The eighth section makes it an offense for 
any officer to refuse to register any citizen. 

There is the whole House bill. Let me 


show you the cases that may arise that do not ` 


fall under it. In the first place there may be 
combinations to prevent the colored voters 
from going to the registration. Anybody else 


not become voters. That is one thing that can 
be done that is not provided forat all. If they 
are thus prevented from registering there is no 


remedy, and they lose their votes. That is not , 


provided againstat all. The outside world are 
not forbidden to interfere with the registra- 


tion; and if they do interfere with it then their | 
votes are lost and the citizens’ rights are taken | 


away. 

Then again the House bill speakes of regis- 
tration and the payment of taxes as the only pre- 
requisites that can be invented. There may be 
a hundred pois invented by the States. 
Those two the House happened to think of, 
and provided for; but thera may be others. It 


is very easy for a State to provide that each : 


man shall have a certificate. That is not an 
enroliment oranything of the kind. The House 
have undertaken to enumerate the prerequi- 


sites to voting, and have only enumerated two , 


or three, when a hundred can be invented. 
‘Talk about a definite law! 
is a regularly-invented machine how not to 
do it. 

Then it provides that the offenders shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished 
by the United States courts; and you have got 
but one United States court and one marshal 
in a State. It does not provide for the appoint- 
ment of any more commissioners than. there 
are now; it does not provide for increasing 
the number of officers if it should be necessary 
to enforce it. There is no machinery whatever 
for its enforcement. 

The Senator from Oregon has objected sev- 
eral times to the additions that are made to 
this Senate bill, as if they were hard to under- 
stand. One of them is simply a requirement 
that all citizens shall obey the fourteenth 
amendment and shall not violate the provisions 
of that amendment while it is in force. Every- 


. shall be protected. 


. Bay it is our duty t 


Why, sir, this bill | 
| conservative. r 
By and by we shall come in with something else, : 


ought to observe it and see that it is observed. ` 


Thatsection does notinvolveany otherquestion. 

Then the other provision which has been 
added is oneof great importance. Itis of more 
importance to the honor of thig nation than all 
the rest of this bill. We are inviting to our 
shores, or allowing them to come, Asiatics. 
We have got a treaty allowing them to come. 
Now while I am opposed to Asiatics being 
bronght here, and will join in any reasonable 
legislation to prevent anybody from bringing 
them, yet we have gota treaty that allows them 
to come to this country. We have pledged the 
honor of the nation that they may come and 
lor twenty years every 
obligation of humanity, of justice, and of com- 
mon decency toward those people has been 
violated by a certain class of men—bad men I 
know ; but they are violated in California and 
on the Pacific coast. 
protect them. 
incorporated that protision in this bill on the 


- adviceof the Judiciary Committee, to facilitate 
matters and so that we shall have the whole | 


subject before us in one discussion. It is as 


solemn a duty as can be devolved upon this , 


Congress tosee that those people are protected, 
to see that they have the equal protection of the 
laws, notwithstanding that they are aliens. 
They, or any other aliens, who may come here 
are entitled to that protection. If the State 
courts do not give them the equal protection of 
the law, if public sentiment is so inhumair as 


to rob them of their ordinary civil rights, I say ` 
_I would be less than man if Í did notinsist, and 


I do here insist that that provision shall go on 
this bill, and thatthe pledge of this nation shall 


be redeemed, that we will protect Chinesealiens ` 


or any other aliens whom we allow to come 
here, and give them a hearing in our courts ; 
let them sue and be sued; let them be pro- 


tected by all the laws and the same laws that ` 


; r se : other men are. That is all there is in that pro- 
can prevent the registration, and then they will ` yi 


vision. 


Why is not this bill a good place in which to , 
put that provision? Why should we not putin , 


this bill a measure to enforce both the four- 


teenth and fifteenth amendments at once? It | 


will take no longer time in discussion. “t will 
not delay the bill an hour. Does anybody 


doubt the necessity or the propriety of such a | 


law? l think not. I want the Government to 
do this much. 


The fourteenth amendment to 
the Constitution says that no State shall deny 
to any person the equal protection of the laws. 
Your treaty says that they shall have the equal 


protection of the laws. Justice and humanity 
and common decency require it. I hope that 


_ provision will not be left off this bill, for there — 


is no time to take it up as a separate measure, 
discuss it, and pass it at this session. 

I do uot know ‘that I ought to complain 
about the way in which the recommendations 
of the Committee on the Judiciary are received 


in this body ; but somehow or other it seems 


that they are always either too radical or too 
This measure is too radical. 


and that will betoo conservative. Is it impos- 


| sible to guit the taste of the Senate upon a ques: | 
| tion of this kind? i 
In this Senate bill we speak of “any act” ` 

| which ‘* is or shall be required to be done asa |: 
prerequisite or qualification for voting.’’ Why ` 
do we say that? Because it is impossible to | 
enumerate over-specifically all the require- | 

| ments that might be made as prerequisites for ` 
voting, and so we use general language, which 


covers any act necessary to qualify the voter to | 1 l 
4 `i be fairly conducted; and I say from their con- 


duct in the past we have a right so to judge. 
What did the Democratie party in Louisiana 


vote. ‘The States can invent just as many 
requirements as you have fingers and toés. 
They could make one every day. Here the 


House biil is confined to two prerequisites, | : 
| there entitled to vote by law. 


registration and taxation. If there is any 


other prerequisite to be performed, which the |: 


- 


While they are here I, 
I have `: 


lt will amount to nothing. It is true 

_it is perfectly harmless. We had better let 
the fifteenth amendment stand just as it does, 
and let it enforce itself, than attempt.legisla- 
tion which we know cannot succeed, which 
we know will not meet the contingencies that 
will arise. 

The Senator from North Carolina [Mr, Poor] 
explained very clearly yesterday that the House 
bill does not reach any of the cases that are 
likely to arise; that it does not reach any of 
the cases that are arising to-day. ‘The Senate 
bill may not be altogether perfect. Iam in- 
clined to think that we ought to accept one or 
two of the sections offered by that Senator to 
meet the case where the Kuklux Klan go upon 
plantations and intimidate people. I think 
that ought to be made an offense specifically. 

- I think it is under this bill. I think itis “ hin- 
dering” or ‘‘preventing;’’ but perhapsit would 
be well enough to specify it particularly; but 
certainly we do not want less than we have got 
in this Senate bill. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I yield to the Senator 
from Maine to allow him to make a motion 

Mr. HAMLIN. A bill has just been received 
from the House of Representatives which re- 
peals the preamble of a bill that we passed a 
short time ago. I ask that it be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator 
from Maine asks unanimous consent to take up 
the bill (H. R. No. 2064) to repeal the pream- 
ble of an act in relation to the National Theo- 
logical Institute, approved April 22, 1870, just 
received from the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HARRIS. I hope that bill will go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Louisiana object? 

Mr. HARRIS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator from Louis- 
iana will listen to me for a moment I think he 
i will not object. 

Mr. HARRIS. I have just been appealed 
to to object to the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
| Senator persist in his objection? 

Mr. HARRIS. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
' being made, it cannot be taken up at this time. 
The bill to enforce the fifteenth amendment is 
still before the Senate. 

Mr. CASSERLY addressed the Senate in 
opposition to the bill. [His remarks will be 
: published in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. STEWART. I wish to occupy a few 
moments in correcting some statements made 

by the Senator from California, and then I 
shall move a recess. He says there is no ne- 
cessity for this legislation because there is no 
opposition to carrying the fifteenth amendment 
into execution. The Governor of his State says 
that if the fifteenth amendment goes through 


< all the forms necessary to its adoption, and 


- receives the vote of every State but California, 
- it is still 

Mr. CASSERLY. The Senator ought to 
state that that was before the adoption of the 
amendment was announced. 

Mr. STEWART. Here is his language: 

“Tt seems clear, then, upon principle and author- 
ity, that if the proposed amendment went through 
the forms of adoption, it would be mere brutum Julien, 
destitute of any validity whatever.” 

And since its adoption the attorney general 
of California has delivered an opinion advising 
Democratic registrars and Democratic officers 
who conduct the elections not to register col- 
ored voters, and not to receive their votes. 

This idea of sleeping on the matter for a little 
while is a mere trap. The Democratic party 
do not intend that the elections next fall shall 


Colored men were 
They did not 
Talk about there being 


do at the last election? 


let them vote at all, 
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no necessity for applying a remedy! Why, sir, 
all the colored voters were excluded in Lou- 

` isiana. What did they do in Georgia? In 
almost every county they did precisely the same | 
thing. 
Mississippi. What did they do in Tennessee? 
Notwithstanding that by their own constitu- 
tion, a constitution which they themselves had 
adopted, the negro was entitled to the ballot, 
they drove him from it last fall en masse. 

Mr FOWLER. [ask the Senator to allow 
me one moment. 7 

Mr. STEWART. I shall occupy but a mo- 
ment myself. 

Mr. FOWLER. 
one remark. 
‘Tennessee last fall, aud I know of no such fact 
in the history of the State as the Senator from 
Nevada here sets forth, I presume he is mis- . 
taken, and that he meant to refer to some ` 
other State. 

Mr. SFEWART. I may possibly be mis- 
taken; but if one fourth of Shae is published 
from that State is true, if one fourth of the : 
memorials and reports of investigations from ` 
there, or the one hundredth part of them is ` 
true, it is bad enough. We know this: that | 
the vote in Tennessee last fall fell off more ' 
than one half. i 

Sir, the object is to lull us to sleep, to allow 
this session to pass by, saying there is no neces- 
sity for legislation, so that the Democrats may 


I wished merely to make 


ing voters from the polls this fall. When the ` 
fifteenth amendment was pending I warned you 


The same thing is true of portions of |; 


SEIT LOE 


: to the negro. 
. that is what I propose to do. 
But, sir, I rose for the purpose of making a ' 
_ motion that at five o'clock to-day the Senate : 


I live in Tennessee; I wasia _ 


have recently been appointed. The country is 
satisfied with them and willing to trust them. 
The bill is guarded in that particular. Shall 
we not use those instruments ? 

But Senators tell us it is no use to pass this 
legislation. Make a declaration that the negro 
ought to vote, but do not have any machinery 
whereby that declaration can be put into force. 
Sir, I care for no bill unless it secures the vote 
That is what I am after, and 


take a recess until half past seven o’clock this 
evening. 


Mr. COLE. And then we can havea short 


. executive session in the mean time. 


| 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Nye in 
the chair.) 


st seven o’clock this-evening. 
Mr. THURMAN. Thatrequires unanimous 
consent, does it not? 
Mr. STEWART. No. 
Mr. THURMAN. Howis that? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


is pending. 
r. STEWART. If objection is made to 


_ it I shall move to pass over the pending bill 


‘for the purpose of submitting that 
t l : Does the Senator object to it? 
obtain possession of the other House by driv- |. 


motion. 


Mr. THURMAN. I think, under the reso- 


. lution we adopted yesterday, we are to have a 


that if it was not got through at that session it : 


never would be passed. You passed it, and 
we have got it. Now, I say that if you do not 
pass a law at this session to enforce the fif- ' 
teenth amendment the negro will not get the 
ballot for many, many years. Pass this law, 
apyoint your ageuts under it, make it effect- 
ive, and there will be no trouble at all. Jt will 


he submitted to then, and it will cost nothing. © over. 
: Mr. THURMAN. If Senators wish to have : 


'Ihere will be no lawsuits when you have the 
machinery and the power to enforce it. But 


night session to-morrow night. 
the PRESIDING OFFICER. That does 
not commence until next week. 
Mr. STEWART. I do not think the Senator 
will object to my motion. We adjourned last 
evening to suit the convenience of certain Sen- 


- ators. 


i you allow this session of Congress to pass by . 


without action, and the elections come ou next 
fall for members of the other House, you will : 
find that House filled without the vote of the 
black man. That is the opinion of every 


this subject. 
animus. 


; no objection to entertaining the motion, the | 


Mr. WILLIAMS and Mr. SUMNER. Let 
us finish this bill to-night and then adjourn 


a night session I do not object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be 

question is on agreeing to the motion of the 

Senator from Nevada, that at five o’clock the 


‘Senate take a recess until half past seven 
southern mau with whom I have conversed on | 


They all agree that that is the ': 


Now, I wish to reply to one or two criticisms :; 


that have been wade upon the bill. Itis stated | 
that the affidavit which the voter is to make | 


under the second section authorizes an arrest. į; 


That is not so. The voter makes his affidavit, 
and that entitles him to vote, if be is otherwise | 
qnaliied ; but in order to arrest the party who 
_ offends against the law it must be set forth that | 
the voter has made this affidavit, and he must 
show that he was otherwise qualified. Itsim- 
ply serves the place of registration if he has 
been driven from the registration office ; it is | 
to provide then that he shall not be required | 
to register. That is all there is about it. That | 
is fair. Jf be is otherwise qualified and a legal | 
voter, and is driven away from the registration ' 
office, he should not be required to register. 
A man should not be required to do an impos- 
sible thiug, and other parties should not be 
allowed by fraud to take from him the oppor- 
tunity to register, and thus deprive him of his 
vote, 

The Senator from California says, or uses 
words to that effect, that the parties who are 
to enforce thia law will be a horde of bad men. 
Who are they, and who are to appoint them? | 
‘The commissioners are to be appointed by your 
circuit judges. I think 1 have heard that Sen- 
utor, as I have heard most Senators here, com- 
mend the new circuit judges who have been | 
appointed by the President. Can they not be 
trusted to appoint commissioners to execate this | 
law? Are they all to be bad men? I believe | 
that a better set of appointments has rarely 


ever been made than the circuit judges who’ 


t 


i 


o'clock this evening. 
The motion was agreed to. 


WASHINGTON CANAL. 


The Senator from Nevada moves . 
that the Senate take a recess at five o'clock i 
` until half 


i | It does re- ; 
quire unanimous consent while another subject : 


[Mr. Tuurman] some days since introduced a © 
resolution in regard to the canal in this city. | 
The Committee on the District of Columbia ; 


| of the Senator from California is in order. It 
| is moved that the Senate proceed to the con- 
i! sideration of executive business. 

I The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
|; proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. At five o’clock the doors were re- 
opened, and the Senate took a recess until half 
past seven o’clock p. m. 


1 
t 


EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate reassembled at half past seven 
o’clock p. m. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
| Senate a letter of the Commissioner of Agri- 
: culture, transmitting his annual report for 
- 1869; which was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 


SNROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced 
‘| that the Speaker of the House had signed the 
enrolled joint resolution (S. R. No. 198) au- 
thorizing the Secretary of War to place at the 
disposal of the commissioner of quarantine, or 
other proper authorities of the State of New 
= York, the steamer Illinois, for quarantine pur- 
oses; and it was thereupon signed by the 
ice President. 

i HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


‘The following bills and jointresolution from 
the House of Representatives were severally 
read twice by their titles, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs: 
| A bill (H. R. No. 2002) for the relief of the 
| 
| 


. officers and crew of the ship Nightingale ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 2061) to compensate the 
officers and crew of the Kearsarge for the 
|| destruction of the rebel piratical vessel Ala- 
‘| bama; and ` 
© A joint resolution (H. R. No. 291) for the 
relief of Chief Engineers George Sewell and 
William H. Shock, of the Navy. 

‘The following House bills were respectively 
read twice by their titles, and referred to the 
` Committee on the District of Columbia: 

: A bill (H. R. No. 2063) to authorize the 

|: reduction of the width of an alley in square No. 

l! 376 in the city of Washington ; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 2064) to repeal the pream- 

| ble of an act in relation to the National Theo- 

logical Institute, approved April 22, 1870. 
SIERRA IRON COMPANY. 


Mr. COLE. I dislike to ask action upon 
this bill when the Senate is so thin, but I am 
very anxious to have the bill (S. No. 489) ` 
taken up. I will say that if it passes now, in 


i 
‘ 


.| ease there should afterward be any objection 


upon that subject. 


i hand. I report it from the committee, and | 
move that it be printed and again referred to | 


the committee. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That order 
will be made. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. POMEROY. I move that when the 
Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. SUMNER. If we are to have a night 
session we onght to do that. 

Mr. STEWART. No; Ido not think we 
ought now to agree to adjourn over. 
do that some time in the evening if we find 
that we can get through with the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. Oh, no; let us do it now. 

Mr. POMEROY. If there is no objection, 
I should be glad to have that motion put. - 

Mr. STEWART. I object to it now; be- 
cause if by uny accident we should not get 
through with the bill to-night we ought to dis- 
pose of it to-morrow. 

Mr. COLE. I move that the Senate proceed 


to the consideration of executive business. It || 


will be time enough to settle the question of 
adjournment over this evening. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


We can: 


to it I will not then object to a reconsideration. 
This is a local bill, and relates to a branch of 
industry in my State that needs encourage- 
‘ ment, and the persons engaged in it are rather 
: solicitousaboutit. They area very worthy com- 
pany of gentlemen, and should be encouraged 
in this new enterprise for the Pacific coast. 
By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 439) 
| to grant lands to the Sierra Iron Company was 
| considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
The Committee on Public Lunds reported 
the bill with amendments. The first amend- 
' ment was in section one, line six, after ‘six 
hundred’’ to insert ‘‘and forty,” and in line 
eight to strike out ‘ten thousand’ before 
“acres” and insert ‘three thousand two hun- 
aed ;”? so that, if amended, tho section would 
read: 


That there is hereby granted to the Sierra Iron 
| Company, of California, the right to purchase of the 
' unoccupied public lands of the United States, in tho 
mannerand upon the terms hereinafter expressed, six 
t 
i 


hundred and forty acresin the vicinity of Gold Lake, 
| Sierra county, California, embracing the iron ores 
| now claimed by said company, and three thousand 
‘two hundred acres near the site selected for the 
|; works and furnaces of said company in Mohawk 
i valley, Plumas county, California. 
i The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was in section three, 


|; line six, to strike out "S1 257 and insert 
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By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 898) 


by the company ‘+52 507? .per acre, instead || to establish an additional land district in Kan- 


ofat 24 
Mr. COLE. Unless the chairman of the 

committee is tenacious about that, I do not 

think the amendment ought to be adopted. 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘The committee agreed 
to S2 40 an acre. 

Mr. COLE. These parties only wish the 
timber on the land. ‘They cannot enter on 
their expeusive iron mining operations unless 
they have a certainty of getting the timber. 

Mr. POMEROY. They can well afford to 
pay $2 50 an acre for timber. 

If the committee are rigid 


y 


Mr. COLE, 
about this amendment, I will not persist in my 
opposition to it. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
point. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is there any limit within 
which the selection is to be made? 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘The amount is limited. 

Mr, SHERMAN. 
be a limit within five or ten miles. They may 
go one hundred miles off for aught I see. 

Mr. POMEROY. They can only get the 
timber at a certain point. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then there is no harm 
in putting in a limitation. 

Mr. COLE. I think the timber is not within 
five miles of the mine. 

Mr. POMEROY. The tract they want to 
reach is about ten miles off, 

Mr. SHERMAN, ‘Then say ‘‘ within five 
or ten miles,” 

Mr. STEWART. I think it would be better 
to say that the selection shall be ‘* as near as 
practicable to the mine, under’the direction 
of th Secretary of the Interior.” 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is an extraordi- 


Weare very rigid on that 


sas, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It providesthat all that portion of the 


` western district land district created by the act 


approved March 3, 1857, entitled ‘f An act to 


establish three additional land districts in the - 


Territory of Kansas,’ which is situated north 
of the township line dividing townships ten and 
eleven south in said State, shall constitute 
a new land district, to be called the Repub- 
lican land district. ‘he President is authorized, 


whenever the public interests shall require, to ; 


appoint, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, or during the recess thereof, and 
until the end of the next session of Congress 
after such appointment, a register and a re- 


of our common country, as bound to the na- 
tional Government by all those ties which bind . 
to it good citizens everywhere. Itis true they 

made war against the life of the nation; it is 


| true that that war was often waged in a spirit 
' which we must consider a spirit of barbarism ; 


it is true that every evil passion found a place 


in the hearts of some of the rebels and an 
_ expression in deeds which disgraced their cause 


/and would disgrace any cause. 


I remember 


all this; I can never forget it. 


ceiver for the district hereby created, who shall 


respectively be required to reside at the site of 
their offices, have the same powers, respons- 
ibilities, and emoluments, and be subject to the 
same acts and penalties, which are or may be 


' prescribed by law in relation to other land offi- 


I think there ought to ` 


nary bill, and I think it ought to be carefully - 


guarded. 


Mr. POMEROY. It is an extraordinary 


bill, and it is an extraordinary place to start a ` 


foundery for the manufacture of iron. The 
parties asked for ten thousand acres, but the 
Committee thought it better to limit them to 
three thousand two hundred acres, to be selected 
from the nearest practicable tract. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheChairunder- ; 
stands the Senator from Ohio to move to amend |, 


the bill by inserting a limitation that the land 
shall be selected within a distance not exceed- 
ing ten miles from either of the points named 
in the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will say fifteen miles. 


Mr. COLE. I understand that they have to | 


make a tram-road, a sort of railroad, to get the 
timber to the mine. How faroff it is I do not 
know. The maps are among the papers that 
were in the hands of the committee. 


valleys are designated in the bill, Gold Lake 
and Mohawk valleys, in Plumas county, so that 
there can be no great varying from those places. 
I think that is a sufficient designation. 


Mr. POMEROY. Ido not know anything | 


about it myself. 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
ment, to limit the selection of the land to within 
fifteen miles from either of the points named 
in the bill. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a | 


third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 
LAND DISTRICT IN KANSAS. 


Mr. POMEROY. Ireported this morning a 


bill providing for an additional land district in | 


the State of Kansas, which the settlers there 
are very anxious to have passed. My colleague 
introduced the bill the other day, and I reported 
it this morning; and there is such a demand 


for settlement in that part of the State that I | 


ask to have the bill passed now. 


l insist on my amend- | 


I think | 
the distance is quite a number of miles. Two | 


cers of the United States in said State. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTIE AMENDMENT. 

MS STEWART. I call for the regular 
order. 

TheeVICE PRESIDENT. The regular 
order is the bill (H. R. No. 1293) to enforce 
the right of citizens of the United States to 
vote in the several States of this Unioh who 
have hitherto been denied that right on account 
of race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude. That bill is before the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and the pending question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Warner] to the amendment of the 
Senator from Nevada, [Mr. STEWART. | 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let the amendment be 


stated. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamendment 
to the amendment is in section two, line fifteen, 
of the substitute, to strike out the words,“ to 
the person aggrieved thereby,” 


i thereof to insert ‘‘ to any person who shall sue 


for the same.” 


Mr. STEWART. I hope that will not be ||’ 


- adopted. 


The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


: be by-gones.”’ 


j 


But, as I said before, in our practical rela- 
tions with the masses of white men in the: 
States lately in rebellion we must look at them 
as they now stand, and by the light of present 
events, rather than by the terrible glare of the 
fires of the- great struggle through which we 
have passed. We must, in brief, ‘‘let by-gones 
I would never for a moment 
forget the misery caused by the rebellion. - I 


i| would never for a moment cease to discrim- 
|! inate between the patriotism which led mighty 


to wage war against that Union. 


| 


hosts to offer up their lives to the cause of the 
Union and the disloyalty which led other hosts 
Let the 


ʻi honors of the Republic ever follow those brave 
| and loyal men who saved the nation; let our 
! children and children’s children learn to speak 
' the praises of the patriots who in the halls 


and in lieu; 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question | 


: recurs on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
‘| ator from Nevada as a substitute for the House 
| bill. 


Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, before this 
debate closes I wish to say a few words in reply 
to some remarks made during my temporary 
absence, and I may as well embrace the pres- 
ent opportunity. The Senator from Michigan 


| who gits nearest me took occasion yesterday | 
to use the following language in reference to | 


myself: 
‘*The honorable Senator from South Carolina the 


| other day, in the ardor and zeal of his friendship for 


the late rebels, asked us whether wo were not going 


, to forget the war.” 
Now, Mr. President, I wish to say a few | 

‘| words on this remark of my distinguished | 
And first I say that I | 
‘| used the words ‘‘torget the war” in the re- | 
marke I had the honor to submit to the Sen- | 
ate not at all in the full sense of an oblivion | 

| of the sufferings, the sacrifices, the crimes, 


friend from Michigan. 


and the follies of the war. I was then, and 
am now, fully aware that there are no Lethean 
waters sufficient to drown such events as those 


which convulsed this country during the tre- | 


mendous struggle of the rebellion and to efface 
the painful impressionsa-they have left.. The 
human mind is so constituted that no such 
oblivion is possible while reason sits on her 
throne. But, Mr. President, the time must 
come when in dealing with the people of the 


| South, in our relations with those vast multi- 


tudes who were engaged in hostility to the 


of legislation, on a thousand battle-fields on 
river, lake, and ocean; gave their minds, their 
energies, and their lives to the holy cause of 
national integrity. 

But, Mr. President, the question on which I 
was speaking is a question of how to deal with 
a great practical subject of statesmanship; how 
we shall best reincorporate into practical and 
harmonious relations with the Federal Govern- 
ment the masses of the white men of the South ; 
how soonest we shall make them enter into 


‘and share our own faith in the beneficence of 


‘| the rebellion. 


this Government; how soonest to weaken the 
strength of their attachment to a ‘‘lost cause ;"’ 
how in the most complete way to imbue them 
with a conviction that the United States is 
their country as well as ours, and that to it 


| they must look as their chief object of loyalty 


rather than to the section whose cause was 


: lost. 


On this question it is my misfortune to differ 
with my distinguished friend from Michigan 
as to what is the true policy. On this question 


! I do not seek a guide for my steps in the bit- 


terness, the acrimony, the hatreds begotten by 
No Senator on this floor has 


' less cause to be personally favorable to rebels, 


as such, than myself. I come here by no rebel 
support. The vote of no man who took part 
in the rebellion was cast forme. Though for 


` more than eleven years a citizen of South Car- 


olina, there have never been opened to me the 


i doors of a dozen men who were implicated in 


the rebellion. No bribe of social favor among 
men who were rebels has ever tempted me to 
show the ‘‘ardor and zeal of friendship” for 
the enemies of my country. Butas a Senator 
from South Carolina, when I allow personal 
considerations of this character to control or 
determine my conduct, I shall have forgotten 
the principles which have governed my life. 

I am unfortunate in having made the im- 
pression upon the mind of the Senator from 
Michigan that I took the position against the 
test-oath and against the continuance of the 
disabilities imposed b}*the fourteenth amend- 
ment from “the ardor and zeal of my friend- 
ship for the late rebels.’ I have carefully 
read the remarks I made on the subject, and 
I am at a loss to see what sentence, what line, 
what word contained therein indicates any such 
motive. Iam a friend, I trust, to all the peo- 
ple of the State which has honored me with a 
seat in this body; but, Mr. President, I am 
not a friend to them as ‘‘rebels’’ or ‘late 
rebels.” I am a friend to them, as I would 
do the offices of true friendship; and I rejoice 
that when I take the position of an advocate 
of the repeal of the test-oath I am acting as 


Il United States, we must treat them as citizens jj n friend to the whole people of my ‘State, 


1870. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3661 


because I am opening up a way of strengthening 
the Republican party, and acting also as a 
friend to the loyal people of the country by 
doing something to destroy the wall of parti- 


tion which has so long existed between the | 


hearts of northern and southern men. 

And permit me to add that I see no logical 
connection between the removal of disabilities 
and the return of Jefferson Davis or Robert 
Toombs to their old places of honor ‘and trust 
in this Government. If the public sentiment 


t 
l 


of Mississippi or Georgia is so thoroughly dis- ; 
loyal as to render the election of men like! 
these probable, then our reconstruction is a: 


failure, and time only will relieve us from the 
evils legislation has sought in vain to cure. 
But if, as I believe, the vast majority of the 


: of voters in the States. 


veople of those States care little for Jefferson ` 


avis or Robert Toombs, or any other rebel 
leader, except as they are compelled to think 
of them as under the ban of ineligibility to 
public office, when you remove from them the 
badge of distinction which they wear and 
parade they will sink into that insignificance 
which is the common fate of the defeated lead- 
ers af a lost cause. 

But, Mr. President, however necessary it 
may be thought to except froma bill of relief 
from political disabilities such marked cases 
as those of Davis, Lee, Toombs, and others, 
certainly it is not wise or necessary to shut out 
from all opportunity for participation in na- 
tional affairs the great number of those who 


are affected by the provisions of the fourteenth : 


amendment and of the test act. 


remarks, suggest to the honorable Senator 
from Michigan that I regret that he could find | 
| ion, the sole provision in the Constitution of 
i the United States which limits that heretofore 


no better explanation of my position on this 
question than.‘‘the ardor and zeal of my friend- 
ship for the late rebels.’’ I have never cast a 
vote, I have never uttered a word, I havenever 


written a line in defense or in palliation of the | 
And the Senator does me and, him- | 
self a great injustice when he would convey | 


rebellion. 


the impression to. the American people, with 
all the strength given it by his distinguished 
name, that a Senator from the Republican State 


of South Carolina is actuated by any motive | 


on this question inconsistent with an entire 
devotion to the best interests of the country 
and itsloyal people. The frequency with which 
that Senator criticises measures brought for- 
ward in this body, the frequency with which 
his clear intellect detects errors in the reason- 
ing of other Senators on this floor, his perfect 
freedom in exposing them, and his thorough 
independence of judgment, should admonish 
him to give to others the benefit of the sup- 
position that their motives are as pure as his 


own, though they may in his opinion lack his | 


wisdom. : 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


on agreeing to the substitute to the House bill | 


offered by the Senator from Nevada. 

` Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, ifno one 
feels disposed to speak on this bill, I wish 
before the vote is taken to say a very few words 
in addition to those so well said by the Senator 
from California [Mr. CassEr1y] this afternoon, 
on the question whether Congress has power 


to pass a measure of this character, which | 


involves a consideration of the terms of the 
fifteenth amendment. It will be recollected 
that when I addressed the Senate before I said 
nothing on that question, in order that I might 
Pon at once to consider the details of the 
ill, 
After listening to the remarks of the Senator 
from California, I am wholly at a loss to see 
_how any one can come toa different conclusion 
than that which he has announced. What is 
the language of this amendment? ‘‘Theright 
of citizens of the United States to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged by,” whom? Not 
by an individual acting in breach of the law ; 
that is not the language. Not by a combination 
of individuals constituting a mob; that is not 
the language. It is not against them that this 


provision of the Constitution is directed ; but 


t 
| 


State ; as a State in her political character, as 


it is explicit, “shall not be denied or abridged | a distinct autonomy, and does not deal with 


by the United States, or by any State, on : 


account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude.” 

It is a prohibition upon the United States 
and upon the States, and no stretch of inge- 
nuity can extend it one hair’s breadth further. 
Why the prohibition to the United States? 
Because the Congress of the United States 


fixes the qualifications of voters in the District 


of Columbia and also in the Territories of the 
United States; and therefore the prohibition 
upon the United States is proper. Why the 
prohibition upon the States? Because the 
States, each for itself, fixes the qualification 
Before the passage of 
this amendment to the Constitution the power 
of a State to fix the qualifications of its voters 
was without any limit or restriction whatsoever. 


- It was so completely without limit or restric- 


tion that in several of the States persons not 
citizens of the United States were allowed to 
vote; as, for instance, foreigners who had 
declared their intention to become citizens, but 


‘ had not completed their naturalization by a 


residence of five years and taking the final 
oath. That was the case, if I mistake not, 
formerly in the State of illinois, and perhaps 
in some other States where foreign-born per- 
sons. who had declared their intention to be- 
come citizens were allowed to vote before they 
had fully become citizens of the United States. 
I may be mistaken in respect to that particular 


t : | State, but I know that that was the case in 
Let me, Mr. President, in concluding these | 


some of the States. 
Mr. DAVIS. Ona residence of six months. 
Mr. THURMAN. Then comes this provis- 


individuals at all. 

Now, sir, there is a case in which Congress 
might, perhaps, deal with individuals, the case 
supposed by my friend from California. Sup- 
pose, for instance, the State of Ohio should 
pass a law that no colored man should vote; 
or, to change it, suppose it should pass a law 
that no white man should vote, and the oflicers 
charged with the execution of that law should 
attempt to carry it into effect, they would be 
liable to civil actions without any act passed 
by Congress at all; but possibly in a case like 
that Congress might by law reach those indi- 
viduals thus executing a State law, and there- 
fore, acting in pursuance of anactof the State, 
which the Constitution of the United States 
forbids. 

That is cne thing; but a wholly different 
thing from that is the unauthorized act of an 
individual, which tends to interfere with the 
right of another man to vote, and which unau- 
thorized act is even in violation of the law of 
the State itself. Why, sir, take the case of a 
State; take Massachusetts, forinstance. There 


_there is no distinetion in the right to vote on 


complete and plenary and unconditional power | 


of a State to fix the qualification of the voters 
in that State; and what is it? How can any 
man say that itis anything more than a limit- 
ation upon the power of the State? Is it not 


just as much a limitation on the power of the | 
State as is the provision in the Constitution | 


that no State shall coin money; that no State 
shall keep or maintain an army or a navy with- 
out the consent. of Congress? Just as these 


are limitations on the powers of the States, so |: 


is this fifteenth amendment a limitation on the 
power of the State, and nothing else, so far as 
the State is concerned. 


What is the effect? Simply this, that if there | 


isin a State constitution a discrimination on 
account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude, that provision in the State con- 


stitution becomes null and void, because it | 
becomes repugnant to this provision of the Con- . 


stitution of the United States. So if there are 
laws of the States that discrimirate against any 
person otherwise qualified to vote, because of 
his race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude, those lawszpso facto become void, because 
they arerepugnant to this provision of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Ifa State should hereafter attempt to pass 
such laws it would be attempting to do an un- 
constitutional thing, and its action would be 
absolutely null and void, and for a remedy 
against any such violation whatsoever the courts 
afford precisely the same redress that they do 
against the violation of any other portion of 
the Constitution of the Union. If there isa 
necessity for passing a stringent bill to enforce 
this amendment of the Constitution, the very 
same reason would require bills of pains and 
penalties and persecutions to enforce every 
other prohibition of the Constitution, for there 
is not one of them that may not be violated. 
This, then, being simply a limitation on the 
power of the State, simply withholding from it 
one of the powers which it heretofore possessed, 
the power of fixing the qualifications of elect- 
ors, or restricting that power in asingle particu- 
lar, it is as plain, it seems to me, as the sun at 
noon-day in a cloudless sky, that this amend- 


ment can only be held to speak of a State as a ;, 


account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude; and there has been none for a 
long, longtime. I suppose Massachusetts has 
laws, as every other State has, that forbid any 
one to prevent a citizen from exercising his 
right to vote. Whena man thus violates the 
law of the State of Massachusetts, when he thus 
renders himself liable to indictment and pun- 
ishment under the statute of Massachusetts, can 
yousay that that man isthe State of Massachu- 
setts, and that therefore he isdoing what this 
constitutional amendment forbids, and that 
you will punish him? ‘The prohibition here is 
upon the State. Can you undertake to punish 
an individual who isnot acting under the author- 
ity of the State, but directly against the statute 


i, law of the State, and who is punishable under 


that statute law by indictment in the courts of 
the State? And yet you undertake to say 


that that individual, thus acting contrary to 


the law of his State, liable to punishment by 


_ his own State in her own courts, can be taken 
: away from the jurisdiction of his State, re- 


moved from under the law which he has vio- 
lated, and taken into a Federal court to be 
punished under anact of Congress. 

It is amazing tome that any lawyer can think 
for a moment that this bill in this respect 
where it acts on individuals—not ofiicers of a 
State at all, mere private individuals, mere 


|: trespassers, mere breakers of the peace, mere 


violators of the State law—that this bill which 
seizes them and punishes them under this act 


` of Congress and in the Federal courts is war- 


ranted by the fifteenth amendment of the Con- 
stitution. Let us see, by way of illustration. 
I have already referred to the provision in the 
first article of the Constitution : 


**No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or 
confederation; grant letters of marquo andreprisal ; 
coin money; emit bills of credit.” 


No State shall coin money. No State shall 
emit bills of credit. There is precisely the 
same kind of language that you have in the 
fifteenth amendment, a prohibition upon the 
State. Is it under that provision that Con- 
gress gets the power to punish counterfeiters 
of the coin? Is it under that provision that 
Congress gets the right to deal with individuals 
having no authority from the States? No, sir, 
not at all; but it is under a distinct affirmative 
provisionin the first article of the Constitution 
that Congress gets that power. Where is that? 
The sixth clause of the eighth section of the 
first article, defining the powers of Congress, 
is in these words: ; 

“To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting 
the securities and current coin of the United States.” 

There is the power expressly given to Con- 
gress: 


“Congress shall have power to provide for ihe 
punishment of counterfeiting the securities and 
current coin of the United States.” 
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The framers of the Constitution never ima- 
gined for a moment that the prohibition upon 
the States to coin money gave Congress a right 
to punish even counterleiters of the coin; and 
hence the power is expressly given to Congress 
in so many words to punish counterfeiters of the 
securities and coin of the United States. 

But, sir, let us goa little further: 


“ No Stato shali have power to emit bills of credit.” |: p 


Does that operate upon individuals? If so, 
all your banking institutions that are created 
by the States are unconstitutional. Every one 
of them that derives its power from a State is 
unconstitutional if this provision that no State 
shall emit bills of credit has application to 
individuals. 

But, sir, that is not all. 
further: 


“No State shall, without the consent of Congress, 
lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships of 
war in time of peace.” 


Let us goa step 


| offenses committed in consequence of the 


Cannot an individual build a ship of war? ' 


And can he not keep it until he can sell it, or | 


until it rots down? Have we not plenty of 
instances of that being done? Have we not 
ship-builders, and do they not build ships of 
war? Did not Mr. Stevens build one which 
has been brought to the notice of the Senate 
within this very week? Who has ever denied 
the right of an individual to build a ship of 
war? Again: l 


“No State shall. withont the consent of Congress” | Í 5 e 
Boe T S ij elective office in the country, either under 
| Federal authority or the authority of a State, 


, “enter into any agreement or com- 

pact with another State, or with a foreign Power.” 
Is that a prohibition upon individuals? Is 
not a contract made by an individual in one 
State with another State a good contract? Are 


not such contracts made every day? Do not | 
individuals make contracts with States to build ; 


railroads, to build canals, to build docks, to | 


perform services of all sorts and descriptions, 
to furnish articles of merchandise of every 
kind? Who has ever denied that right? Sir, 
all these prohibitions operate upon the States, 
and not upon individuals. The principle of 
this bill would therefore go to the extent of 
saying that if any man made an agreement— 
for that is the very language of the Constitu- 
tion—with any other State than that in which 
he resided he might be liable to punishment, 


to fine and imprisonment, for making such an ; 


agreement. 

But, sir, I need not follow it further. Lan- 
guage cannot be plainer. This is no strict con- 
struction atall. Iam not running into any 
doctrine of the strict constructionists. ‘There 
never was a party, the most latitudinarian in 
this country, that ever gave to these provisions 
of the Constitution any effect whatever except 
upon the States as States. It is not the strict 
constraction of the Virginia school, although 
I think that is the true construction, for which 
I am contending. It is the construction of 
plain common sense, of the plain language of 
the Constitution, and that construction which 
has been put upon similar clauses ever since 
the Constitution had an existence. y 

But now what is proposed to be done? Now 
you propose to seize hold of a mere idler; now 
you propose to seize hold of a mere ruffian; 
now you propose to seize hold of some man 
who is simply a cheater at the election; all of 
whom are punishable under the State law ; and 
under the pretense of restricting the power of 
the State, which declares the very acts com- 
plained of to be unlawful, and punishes those 
acts, you take the individual from under the 
State law, send him before the Federal court, 

and punish him in virtue of an act of Con- 
gress. 

Why, sir, if you can do this, if this is to be 
the interpretation of the fifteenth amendment 
and the right to pass appropriate legislation 
in support of it, then you may go the whole 
length. It is only a question, then, of discre- 
tion with you. You are foolish to talk about 
such a bill as this if this interpretation is right. 


Why not go the whole length at once? Why | 


not take all the elections in your own hands? 


‘| candidate is inaugurated into his office? You 


‘if he has any doubt about the power of Con- 


Why not provide by Federal law for the whole 
registration? Why not provide Federal judges 
of election, Federal boards of canvassers, and 
Federal machinery for the whole of the pro- 
cess of election from the time the voter goes 
to register until the time that the successful 


can do that just as constitutionally as you can 
ass this bill. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I will ask my colleague 


gress to prescribe the mode and manner, &c., 
of electing members of Congress, and all elec- 
tions growing out of the national Government? 

Mr. THURMAN. I have not the least 
doubt in the world of the power of Congress 
to provide the mode and manner of electing 
members of Congress. 

Mr. SHERMAN. And the punishment for 
election? 

Mr. THURMAN. Undoubtedly that might 
be so. But let us see what that is. Is that 
this bill? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think thatis yielding 
the whole matter. 

Mr. THURMAN. Is this bill limited to the 
election of members of Congress? No, sir ; 
it extends to all elections, from the highest office 
in this country, the President of the United 
States, down to the lowest office in the coun- 
try, toafence-viewer. It includes every single 


and therefore it derives no aid whatsoever from 
the power given to Congress to regulate the 
mode and the manner of electing members of | 
Congress. 

But I have something to say on that subject, | 
as my colleague has called my attention to it. 
That provision to regulate the mode and man- | 
ner of elections never was construed to author- 
ize Congress to fix the qualifications of elect- 
ors. lf such had been its igterpretation you 
would not have needed your fifteenth amend- 
ment, so far as the election of members of 
Congress is concerned. Neither was it ever 
interpreted to take away from the States the 
right of providing officers of election and the 
mere machinery of elections. But the mode 
of that election, for instance, whether it should 
be by ballot or whether it should be viva voce, 
and the manner of that election, Congress is 
authorized to prescribe. But that provision 
was never intended in the world to dispense 
with the agency of the States, and substitute 
an agency provided by the Congress of the 
United States. 

And yet it is barely possible; I have often 
thought of it. I have often thought there was 
in that provision something of a safeguard for 
the Union. I have often thought that perhaps 
it was in the minds of the men who framed 
the Constitution that if the authorities of a 
State should refuse to elect members of Con- 
gress, should repeal all State laws providing 
for the election of members of Congress, then, 
owing to the necessities of the case, Congress 
might intervene and pass laws under which 
elections could take place in such recusant 
States. Perhaps that may be so; but I am 
not going to argue that question now, for it is 
not necessary. 

We are not now considering a bill that re- 
lates merely to the election of members of 
Congress; but we are considering a bill, as I 
said before, that reaches elections for all off- 
cers, from the President of the Republic down 
to the humblest township or town officer that 
can be found in the United States; that reaches 
the election of school directors in the humblest 
hamlet of the country as amply as itreaches 
the election of Governors of the States, the 
judges of courts, and the President and Vice 
President of the United States. That is this 
bill, which goes to every popular election held 
in the States and says that under a provision 
which simply makes State laws void, which 
simply operates on the State as a State, which | 


> 


simply renders void all provisions in the con- 
stitution and laws of a State contrary to this 
fifteenth amendment, under a provision which 
goes no further than that, which does not 
reach to individual infractions of the law done 
under no color of State authority whatsoever, 


| it is proposed to take the whole subject of 


elections in a State for State officers, county 
officers, township, city, and town officers into 
the hands of Congress. I say again, if you 
can do that, if you can pass this bill, you have 


| just as much right to wipe out the whole State 


machinery of elections and supplant them by 
officers of your own. 

But, sir, I have said enough. In fact I owe 
an apology to the Senate and an apology to my 
friend from California, [Mr. Casser.y,] who 
penen this matter so clearly to-day, for 

aving added these remarks to what needed no 
addition. 

Mr. POOL. Will the Senator- allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. THURMAN. With pleasure. 

Mr. POOL. I desire to ask the Senator, for 
whose opinion I have very great respect, this 

uestion: suppose a State should pass a law 
that no registrar or poll-keeper should be pun- 
ished for declining to register a colored man or 
to receive his vote, by what legislation should 
we reach that case? 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, sir, let us suppose 
that the State passes no law to punish any mau 
for failing to register any one-— 

Mr. POOL. That was not the case I put. I 


"i said suppose a State passes a law that no regis- 
| trar or poll-keeper shall be punished for re- 


fusing to register a colored man or refusing to 
receive his vote? 

Mr. THURMAN. I once more say suppose 
the State provides that no man shall be pun- 
ished for failing to register anybody. Let us 
go further, and suppose that the State will not. 
pass a registry law at all—suppose the State 
will not pass any law for electionsatall, Does 
that give you any authority to provide by act 
of Congress for the election of State oflicers in 
the State? Suppose a State does not pass any 
law to elect any State officers whatever, does 
that give Congress any right over the subject 
because of that omission of duty on the part of 
the State? 

But let me say to my friend, who is a law- 
yer, that he makes nothing in the world by 
supposing cases so improbable that they come 
under that well-known axiom of the law, that 
nothing is proved by extreme cases. You are 
not at liberty to suppose that any State will 
pass a law in direct violation of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. If you cau do that 
in respect to this provision you can do it in 
respect to any other provision. You may say 
that you will assume that a State will pass a 
law that no man shall be punished for coun- 
terfeiting, or no man shall be punished for 
coining money, or the like. You may go on 
with the whole series of cases in which there 
are prohibitions on the States, or any other 
matter that would be unconstitutional, and 
suppose that a State is going to doit. Itisa 
thing not to be supposed. 

Mr. POOL. But if the Senator will allow 
me, I think that very thing is supposed in the 
fifteenth amendment. It declares that this 
right shall not be denied or bridged by auy 
State, and that it shall be enf6rced by appro- 
priate legislation by Congress. What is the 
need of appropriate legislation unless it was 
supposed that a State might either by positive 
act, as I have named, or by omission, fail to 
carry out and perfect this right? 

While I am up I will say to the Senator that 
if I had received a plain answer to my first 
question it was my purpose to put auother. 
If he had told me how you could reach a case 
where a State, by positive enactment, said one 
of these officers should not be punished for 
hindering a colored man from exercising his 
right of suffrage, I should then have asked 
him, what will you do in a case where a State 
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omits either to compel these officers to receive 
that vote, or to punish them when they refuse 
to receive it, by which the whole efficacy and 
value of the fifteenth amendent is broken down? 
If the United States cannot come in then and 
enforce it, of what value is the clause which 
says that by appropriate legislation this right 
may be enforced? 
Mr. THURMAN. 


my judgment, that that provision about appro- 
priate legislation is nothing more than the old 

rovision in the Constitution which gives Con- 
gress power to pass all necessary and proper 
laws for carrying the provisions of the Consti- 
tution into effect, and is to be interpreted in 
the same light. For instance, suppose a State 
should pass a law, and it is no more extreme 


case than the one my friend has supposed, that ; 
would make it punishable for a black man or ` 


a white man either to vote or to offer to vote ; 
you may pass laws by which that question can 
be tried before the Federal tribunals, and the 
State law can be declared null and void. That 
would be appropriate legislation. If a State 
should pass laws that would make it a penal 
crime for citizens to be placed upon precisely 
the same footing, you can pass laws by which 
you can bring them before the Federal judi- 
ciary and have it determined whether those 
laws are correct or not. ‘That is appropriate 
legislation. 


But because you can do such a thing as that, | 


because you can pass such laws as that to pro- 
vide the machinery by which State Jaws in 
conflict with this provision are to be declared 
to be null and void, because you can clothe 
your judicial tribunals with the necessary power 
to hold all such laws to be null and void, it 
does not follow at all that you can invade the 


rights of the States to regulate their own elec- ' 


tions, their own mode and manner of elections, 
much less that under the provisions of this bill 
yon can seize ho!d of individuals who have no 


color of office under the State, no color of © 


authority under the State, but are simply pri- 
vate breakers of the law, punishable under the 
law of the State. 

It will not do, I repeat again, for gentlemen 
to put these extreme cases, because they are not 
supposable cases. 
treme cases. 
Legislature of a State will pass such a law. 
What right have you to assume any such thing? 


Do not the members of a State Legislature | 
take the same oath that we take to support the |: 


Constitution of the United States? Are they 
not required to do it as well as we are? What 
right has the Senate of the United States to 
assume that the members of a State Legislature 
will not be as regardful of the oath they have 
taken as the members of the Senate of the 


United States? What right have you to usurp , 
power based upon the hypothesis that the mem- | 
bers of the State Legislature will be wholly . 
regardless of the oaths they have taken, wholly ` 


regardless of their duty, wholly regardless of 
the obligations upon them to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and that they 
will deliberately go to work to pass laws in 
violation of it? You cannot assume any such 
thing; you are not authorized to assume any 
such thing, and no power in Congress can be 
based upon such an extreme assumption as 
that. 

If you can do that, if you can let the imagina- 
tion loose to suppose extreme cases that may 


never arise, and give to Congress power under ; 


pretense of guarding against these extreme 
and improbable, I might almost say impossible 


cases, then you can at once assume every | 


powcr of government that is exercised in this 
Republic. 7 D 
assume by that course of reasoning. It is 
reasoning that is condemned by all law, that 


is condemned by logic, that is condemned by © 


common sense. 
Above all, such things ought not to be as- 


sumed in this tribunal, in this Congress, which | 


Why, Mr. President, of ` 
great value. It has already been. proved, in — 


They are nothing but ex- . 
Jt will not do to assume that the | 


There is not one that you cannot _ 


| has no powers but such as are delegated to it 
` by the Constitution of the United States; which 
ll has no general legislative power as the State 
| Legislatures have, but has simply such powers 
as are expressly or impliedly delegated to it by 
the States or bythe people of the States, as you 
see fit to call the constituent body of Congress. 
Above all others, ought we never to assume it; 
we, the representatives of the States; we, who 
come here treating the States as such high bodies 
that thesmallest State inthe Union has as many 
Senators on this floor as the greatest; so that 
Delaware, with a territory not so large as that 


of some counties in Ohio, or scarcely larger, .. 
and with a population not equal to that of a | 
single congressional district in the State of ., 
New York, or of Pennsylvania, or of Obio, ` 
stands here with two Senators, the peer, the . 
equal of the great State of New York; and 
shall we who were once called the embassa: ' 


. dors of the States, who are at least the repre- 
sentatives of the States, and of whatall parties 
„used to call the sovereignty of the States, shall 


we grasp power with both hands? Shall we ‘: 


reach out our arms long and far to grasp all the 
powers of Government, on the hypothesis that 
, the members of the Legislatures of the States 
; we represent are ready to commit perjury in 


‘ violation of the Constitution of the United | 


States? I, for ont, will not do it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I think 
my colleague has made a very interesting and 
in the main a judicious and proper construction 
‘| of the fifteenth amendment. The great trouble 
; is that his speech has no application whatever 
i to either of the propositions pending before 
the Senate. 


: which in a late hour of the evening like this 


- Constitution. He admits that Congress has a 


right by appropriate legislation to prevent any | 


State from discriminating against a voter on 
account of his race, color, or previous condi- 
tion of servitude. ‘That is all, I believe, that 
. is claimed by any one on this side of the Cham- 

ber as to the authority conferred by the fif- 

teenth amendment. I have looked over the 
i proposition submitted by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the Senate and the proposition sent 
to ns by the House of Representatives, and I 
can see no provision in them but what is in- 
tended simply to prevent a discrimination on 
account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude. 
Senate amendment is badly worded, although 
“even in that section the word ‘‘ aforesaid,” 


enough that the intention of its framers was to 
confine the operation of that section to offenses 
‘against the fifteenth amendment; that is, an 


of servitude. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
' me to interrupt him? 
i Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly; but I do not 
wish to prolong my remarks. 


Mr. THURMAN. Does my colleague anp: , 
y 


i pose that the fourth section applies to nobo 
ll but officials acting under color of State au- 
| thority? ` 
| Mr. SHERMAN, 
i to persons as well as to officers 


| Mr. THURMAN. That gives up the whole ` 


argument. . 
: Mr.SHERMAN. Notatall. WhatI mean 
is that all the provisions of the law are to pre- 
' vent persons or officers, under the color of State 

frage. My colleague cannot deny that we can 


person from shielding himself under a State 


. regulation, and thus denying to a person the - 


right to vote on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude. 


ol a State, dhe humblest as well as the highest. 


: _f listened to him, after hearing | 
his explanation of the constitutional amend- : 
ment, to make the application of his remarks, ` 


is much more important than to expound the | 


I think the fourth section of the ` 


_ referring to the previous section, shows clearly `. 


attempt to discriminate between voters on | 
account of race, color, or previous condition , 


Will my colleague allow © 


I say that the bill applies - 


authority, from denying a man the right of suf- `- 


by appropriate legislation prevent any private ‘| 


Our right of | 
appropriate legislation extends to every citizen | 


| 


Mr. CASSERLY. I should like to ask the 
Senator from Ohio how a State can be said to 
| abridge the right of acolored man to vote when 
‘| some irresponsible person in the streets is the 
< actor in that wrong? 
| Mr.SHERMAN. If the offender, who may 
: be a loafer, the meanest man in the streets, 
. covers himself under the protection or color 
i) of a law or regulation or constitution of a State, 
: he may be punished for doing it. 
| Mr. CASSERLY. Suppose the State law 
| authorizes the colored man to vote; what 
_ then? 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is not the case with 
which we are dealing. I intend to propose an 
amendment to present a question of that kind, 
This bill only proposes to deal with offenses 
committed by officers or persons under color 
of existing State law, under color of existing 
State constitutions. No man could be con- 
|- victed under this bill reported by the Judiciary 
|, Committee unlessthe denial of the right to vote 
was done under color or pretense of State regu- 
lation. The whole bill shows that. My hon- 
| orable friend from California has not read this 
j bill with his usual care if he does not see that 
| 


that runs through the whole of the provisions 
‘| of the first and second sections of the bill, which 
simply punish officers as well as persons for 
i| discrimination under color of State laws or 
` constitutions; and it so provides all the way 

through. 

But, Mr. President, there is one other 
: grievance that I feel ought to be dealt with 
‘ at this moment, as we have this bill before us; 
a grievance which has become of greater mag- 
nitude even than the denial of the right to vote 
to colored people; and that is, the open, glar- 
ing, admitted frauds by wholesale in the great 
cities of this country, by which our Government 
is about to be subverted. If I were asked to 
point out the greatest evil that now threatens 
our country 1 should point to the subversion 
of all authority by overthrowing the elective 
franchise. We have official documents without 
: number in both Houses of Congress showing 
. the growing evil of trampling down the rights 
| of communities and States to representation in 
i! Congress in the election of members of Con- 
‘. gress and in the election of Senators. At the 
, last presidential election in the city of New 
© York, according to an official examination in 
the other House, there was an attempt to 
‘subvert the election of a President of the 
United States by wholesale and glaring frauds. 
Does anybody deny or dispute it? It was sutli- 
ciently proven. 

Therefore I think we ought to avail our- 
selves of the pendency of the present bill to 
“ adopt some provision tending to guard the 

election of members of Congress and electors 
i for President and Vice President from these 
wholesale frauds. There has been handed to 
me a bill, very carefully prepared by a large 
“ committee of the House of Representatives; 
I believe a committee composed of fifteen 
members, upon which all parties and all sec- 
tions were fairly represented. That committee, 
; after a careful examination, have reported three 
sections to accomplish the purpose of preserv- 
| ing the purity of elections. There can be no 
` doubt abont the constitutional power of Con- 
' gress in this particular, because it is in plain 

accordance with the provisions of the Con- 
, stitution which authorize Congress to change 
i and alter the mode and manner of electing 
members of Congress and electors for Presi- 
‘dent. I propose to offer these three sections, 
‘ which I find are embodied in substancein the 
' laws of most of the States, but which are dis- 
regarded and nullified and overthrown inevery 
' election in the city of New York, as three in- 
dependent sections to come in at the end of 
the bill. I have read the sections very carc- 
futly myself, and submitted them to many 
. others. As I bave said, they have received 
the sanction of a committee of the House, 
which has carefully examined the whole sub- 
| ject, and I do not believe they raise any cou 
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atitutional question, or invade the right of any 


State. 
Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President—— 
Mr. SHERMAN. [hope the Senator will | 
allow me to offer my amendment and have it | 


read. ; 
“The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pom- ! 
Eroy in the chair.) The Senator trom Ohio : 
proposes an amendment to the amendment, 

which will be read for the information of the 

Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I may state to Senators 
who desire to see the sections in print, that 
they can be found on the files. The number 
of the House bill is 477. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I think a shorter way to 
accomplish the purpose would be to bring in 
an amendment that none but members of the 
dominant party shall ever be elected from any 
district in the city of New York. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think it would be a 
very good thing if the people there could have |! 
an opportunity to elect one of the right kind ; 


t 


interferes with or controls she great body of the | 
masses of the people of New York, the farm- 
ers and laboring men living out in the coun- 
try, then it becomes a national evil so great, 
so dangerous, and so alarming in character, 
that it is the duty of Congress to protect itself 
and the people from the danger arising from 
these great frauds. 


But, as the Senator will see when he hears 


. the amendment read, it does not assume a party 


` aspect at all. 
‘tions, as prepared, have been agreed to by at 


1 


My impression is that these sec- - 


` least some of the Democratic members of that 


: committee; but of that Iam not sure. 


I know 
the proposition has been handed to me by the 


‘gentleman who reported it, himself a good 


lawyer. The Senator will see that by the 


' very language of it there is nothing of a party 
_ character in it; nothing that will protect a fraud- 


| ulent Republican any more than a fraudulent | 


but they have never yet had that opportunity, | 


and cannot bave it now. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Iam surprised to hear 
the gentleman make a statement which is 80 | 
inconsistent with all the history of politics in ' 
thatcity. The firsttime there ever was a regis- 
tration in the city of New York was in 1840. 
At that election the registration law passed by 
the Whigs was in full operation, and the city, 
which had been carried by the Whigs for two 
or three years, was at that election lost by 
them and carried by the opposite party by 
very considerable majorities. ‘I'he Senator ig 
mistaken if he supposes that by any contriv- 
ance short of that which I have suggested to 
him he will be able to destroy or whittle away 
the Democratic majorities in the congressional 
districts of New York. I wish the gentleman 
could he there himself to held a fair election. 
He would be satisfied, in spite of the frauds 
which he alleges, and which may exist, for 
aught 1 know, to some extent—they are apt to 
cxist in large cities, and I think they do in | 
all to some extent—he would understand that | 
alter making all deductions for frauds and false | 
voting there is no district in the city of New 
York that is otherwise than anti-Republican. : 
hat great city is too- large in her ideas to be | 
bound down to the narrow dogmas of Radi- 
calism, | 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not know that I| 
desire to reply to my honorable friend until 
the amendment is read which I have sent up 
to be read as a part of my speech. But per- 
haps I might as well say now, in reply to him, | 

| 


that at the last election for President of the 
United States in the city of New York, as was 
shown by an oflicial examination in the House ' 
of Representatives, there were thousands and i 


and law were subverted. Sir, if the result of | 
that election had depended on the vote of New | 
York we should have had war and revolution | 
growing out of this state of things in New York. | 
I am surprised that my honorable friend, living | 
away off on the Pacific coast, should deny i 
state of things that is known. Why, sir, only | 
the other day in the election in the city of New | 
York, if we can believe the journals, the only | 
source of information we have without going | 
into an official examination, there were whole- | 
sale frauds. 

Now, sir, L am not so much a partisan as to 
desire to see these frauds committed on the 
Republican side; and I believe as a general 
rule they are not committed on the Republican | 
side. 
in this country is in the masses of the country 
peop le, the farmers, the mechanics, the labor- 
ers of the country. 
ocratic party for years during the war and since 
has been in the pest houses of the cities, where 
vice breeds. 
it is true, as the gentleman says, that every 


tens of thousands of illegal votes, and liberty |: 


The strength of the Republican party | 


The strength of the Dem- | 


In the city of New York, J think : 


congressional district is Democratic for the : 


„very reason Í have stated. But when that vote 


i 
i 


| Representative or 


' the name of any other person, 


' or offer, or promise 


Democrat. I ask that the amendment may be ` 


read as a part of my remarks. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Ishould like to hear the 
amendment read, and then I propose to say’ 
something in reply to the Senator from Ohio. 

The Secretary read the proposed amend- 
ment, which was to add as additional sections 
the following: 


And be it further enacted, That if at any election for 
Delegate in the Congress of the 
United States, or for clectors of President and Vice 
President of the United States, any person shall 
knowingly personate and vote, or attempt to vote, in 
whether living, dead, 
or fictitious; or vote moro than once at the same 
election for any candidate for the same ofice; or vote 
at a place where he may not be lawfully entitled to 
vote; or vote without having a lawful rightto vote; 
or do any unlawful act to secure a right or an oppor- 
tunity to vote for himself or any other person; or by 
force, threat, menace, intimidation, bribery, reward, 
thereof, or otherwiso unlawfully 


: prevent any qualified voter of any State of the Uni- 


i ted States of America, 


r or of any Territory thereof, 
from freely oxercising the right of suffrage, or by any 
such moans induce any voter to refuse to exercise 
such right; or compel or induce by any such means, 
or otherwise, any officer of an election in any such 
State or Territory to receive a vote froma person not 
legally qualified or entitled to vote; or interfero in 
any manner with any oflicer of said elections in tho 


discharge of his duties: or by any of such means or | 


otherwise induco any officer of an election, or officer 
whose duty itis to ascertain, announce, or declare 
the result of any such election, or give or make any 
certificate, document, or evidence in relation thereto, 
to violate or refuse to comply with his duty or any 
law regulating the same; or knowingly and willfully 
receive the vote of any person not entitled to vote, 
or refuse to reccive the vote of any person entitled 
to vote; or aid, counsel, procure, or advise any such 
votor, person, or officer to do any act herchy made a 
crime, or to omit to do any duty tho omission of 
which is hereby made a crime, or attempt to do s0, 
evory such person shall be deemed guilty of a crime, 
and shall for such crime be liable to indictment in 
any court of tho United States of competent juris- 
diction, and on conviction thereof shall be punished 
by a tine not exceeding $500, or by imprisonment for 
a term not oxceeding threo years, or both, in the 
discretion of the court, and s all pay the costs of 
prosecution. . 

And be it further enacted, That if at any registra- 
tion of voters for an election for Representative or 
Dolegato in tho Congress of the United States, or for 
electors of President and Vice President of the Uni- 
ted States, any porson shall knowingly personate or 
register, or attempt to register in the name of any 
other person whether living, dead, or fictitious, or 
attempt to register at a place whero ho shall not be 
lawfally entitled to registor, or register or attempt 
to register not having a lawful right so to do, or 
do any unlawful act to securo registration for him- 
solf or any other person, or by force, threat, menace, 
intimidation, bribery, roward, or offer, or promise 
thereof, or otherwise, unlawfully prevent or hinder 
any person having a lawful right to register from 
duly exercising such right; or com clor induce by 
any sach means or otherwise any officer of registra- 
tion to admit to registration any person not legally 
ontitled thereto; or interfero in any manner with 
any officer of registration in the discharge of his 
duties; or by any such means or otherwise induce 
any otieer of registration to violate or refuse to com- 
ply with his duty or any law regulating the same; 
or knowingly and willfully receive tho voto of any 
person not entitled to vote, or refuse to receive the 
voto of any person entitled to vote, or aid, counsel, 

procure, or advise any such voter, person, or officer 
o do any act hereby made a crime, or to owit any 
act tho omission of which is madea crime, every 
such person shall bo deemed guilty of a crime, and 
shall be liable to indictment and punishment there- 
for, as provided in the first section of this act for 
persons guilty of any of the crimes therein specified. 

And be it farther enacted, That Canny person shall, 
by foree, threat, menace, intimidation, or oiherwise, 
unlawfully preventany citizen orcitizens from assem- 
bling in public meeting, to freely diseuss or hear dis- 
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cussed the claims or merits of any candidate for the 


‘| office of President or Vice President or elector thereof, 


: or Representative or Delegate in Congrezs, or of any 
officer of the Government of the United States; or the 
laws or measures of Congress, or any measure exist- 
ing, pending, or propozed, affecting the Government 
of the United States, or any department or officer 
thereof; or if any person shall by any such means 
break up, disperse, or molest any such assembiage, 
or molest any citizen in or of such assemblage, every 
person so offending shall be deemed guilty ofacrime, 
and shall be liable to indictment and punishment 
therefor, as provided in the first section of this aet tor 
persons guilty of any of the crimes therein specified. 


Mr. SHERMAN. As a commentary upon 
the recent election in New York, I will ask the 
Secretary to read an extract from the New 
York Sun, which supported the Democratic 
ticket in the recent election there. 

Mr. CASSERLY. The New York Sun! 

- Mr. SHERMAN. It supported Mr. Church, 
i who was the candidate of the Democratic party. 
Its hostility to General Grant and the Admin- 


| istration I suppose is pretty well known. Task 


| that the extract be read. 

i Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the Senator from 

| Ohio proceeds, I suggest to him that a portion 

| of the amendment which he has offered is man- 
ifestly without the least authority in the Con- 
stitution—that part of it, as the Senator will 
see at ouce, which proposes to provide for the 
election of electors of President and Vice Pres- 
ident. hat isa matter expressly left to the 
States. Congress has no power whatever over 
the election of presidential electors. The Legis- 
lature of the State may do it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Tn my judgment in elec- 
tions for officers of the national Government 
we can prescribe, under the Constitution, the 
mode and manner and qualification of voters. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does the Senator mean 
to say that Congress can prescribe the mode of 
electing electors of President? ‘I'he Constitu- 
tion is express on that subject. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I willanswer the Senator 
after awhile. 

© Mr. TRUMBULL. 

. inadvertence. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Notatall. I think there 

‘ig not one word in the sections that is not 

expressly authorized by the language of the 

| Constitution. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. In very words the Con- 
stitution of the United States says that elect- 
ors of President and Vice President shall be 

| appointed in the manner each State shall 

! provide. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will read the clause. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. I believe I have the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS. I had the floor and yielded 
for an explanation. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kentucky was entitled to the floor, and 
yielded it to the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I had sent up a paper to 

: be read at the desk; it was not read when the 
` Senator from Kentucky rose. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will not make any question 

. with the honorable Senator from Ohio, but I 
was recognized. I am willing to yield to him, 
however. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The extract 
will be read. 

Mr. DAVIS. I prefer that the honorable 
Senator from Ohio should occupy the atten- 
tion of the Senate at this time if he wishes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As soon as that is read I 
will give way. 

Mr. DAViS. Speak as long as you please. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will give way then. 
| Mr. DAVIS. I defer to the Senator. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Not at all. As soon as 
that is read I will not delay my friend from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I should desire to say 
something on the amendment the Sena er 

_ trom Ohio has offered. I ask for its reading 


I supposed it was an 


I ask that that extract 


ee aeh 
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first, and when it is read I shall desire to be 


heard. 
Mr. SHERMAN. When the extract is read 
J will cheerfully give way to the Senator 
from Kentucky. Let the extract be read first. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 


read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows, from the | 


‘New York Sun of the 18th instant: 


“Never before were our citizens disgraced by so 
corrupt and infamous an election. 

“Repeating was the order of the day. Full scope 
was afforded for this by the condition of the registry. 
Everybody who had changed his residence since the 
last election entered his name anew; but, as 2 gen- 
eral rule, none of the old entries were erased. Then, 
of course, & large number of really new names were 


now registered, including a considerable body of col- | 


ored men. This swelled theregistry to 184,417 names, 
and of course afforded ample opportunity for the 
gangs of repeaters that shamelessly perambulated 
the city from morning till night. 

“In one of the wards about eleven hundred negroes 
were registered; but, lo! when the newly enfran- 
cbised came to the ballot-boxes, judge of their amaze- 
ment upon learning that white repeaters had already 
voted upon nearly fivechundred of their names! And, 
as an exquisitely ridiculous commentary upon this 


audacious proceeding, when a few negroes subse- | 


; quent member of the Senate, the Senator from 


quently tried to vote upon their own names they | 


were arrested as repeaters! 


“The repeaters scarcely tried to avoid discovery. | 


Young scoundrels, after voting upon oneset ofnames ` 
under certain disguises, would sally into the street, |: 
and within sight of the polling-places exchange and i 


mix up their disguises, and then go back and vote 
again under another set of names. 


“The regular price for spurious votes in certain . 


localities was fifteen dollars each. After pocketing 
the wages of iniquity men would openly boast that 
they had made a good thing out of the swindle.” 
Mr. DAVIS. I willoceupy the attention of 
the Senate but a few minutes; I am not well 
enough to enter into any extended remarks on 
this subject. I would here say, in passing, that 
the disorders referred to in the extract read by 
the Clerk at the instance of the honorable Sen- 


į 


| 


| 


: I maintain the supremacy and the inviolability 


ator from Ohio, in my judgment, have but one `! 


remedy, and that is to do away with the secret ' 
ballot and to introduce the viva voce mode of | 
voting. We have no such frauds as are there | 


designated in the State of Kentucky, because | 


there the mode of viva voce voting has always 
prevailed. It is an open, patent mode of vot- 
ing, in which frauds of that description are 
almost impossible ; and I suppose myself that 


it is the only mode of voting known or that has | 
ever been practiced that offers so perfect a ; 


security against that sort of frauds on election 
day. 

Bat, Mr. President, I will proceed to make a 
few remarks on the subject before us. I am 
disposed to concede some facts and some events 


that have been brought about by the war; and | 


never, so far as lam concerned, is it my purpose 
to attempt to reverse them. The first is the 
emancipation of all slaves and the utter and final 
abolition of slavery. I believe that that was 
irregularly effected, and was effected without 
a proper sanction of authority and power; but 
although an act of disorder, although the result 
of force, an effort to reform and reverse it 
would produce more mischief than a contin- 
uance of the state of things which it has inau- 
gurated. 

I might make use of the same remark jn rela- 
tion to the subject of negro voting. I believe 
that that was a right conferred upon the black 
man without any proper sanction of authority, 
without any authority whatever that was valid 
and that was entitled to act on the subject. 


But I recognize the fact, the transaction, that | 


this Tight of suffrage has been given by the form 
of law and of constitution to the colored race ; 
and therefore I am utterly indisposed myself 
ever to endeavor to wrest or to regain the right 
from the colored man. 

But at the same time that I concede these 
great acts and transactions resulting from a 
state of affairs which amounted to revolution, 
there are other matters that I do not concede 
and that I never will concede, so far as I am 
concerned. One of the most important Amer- 
ican ideas, and to which more importance is 
attached probably than any other, is the estab- 
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: law of the Government. 


lishment of a written Constitution, the princi- 
ple of a fundamental law that shall give all 
authority to the Government and divide its 
powers and restrain the exercise of other pow- 
ers. I regard thatas one of the most important 
improvements of modern statesmanship that | 
the world has yet witnessed. . | 

As an accompaniment to that principle is | 
this auxiliary one, that constitutional lawis the ` 
It is as much the law ` 
of the Government and of all the departments 
and officers of the Government as the statutory 
law is of the individual and the citizen. That 
form and that obligation of constitutional law, 
according to my principle and according to the | 
principles established by our fathers, as | under- 
stand, embraces all times, all conditions, and 
all situations, of war as of peace. 

It was admitted yesterday by a most elo- 


Missouri, [Mr. Scuvrz,] that a revolution had 
been consummated in the Government of the 
United States, and he exhorted in eloquent 


quiesce in its results. One of the results of | 
that revolution, as claimed by many of its 
friends and supporters, is the abolition of all 
constitutional law during times of violence and 
civil war. I will never concede that principle. 


of constitutional law and constitutional princi- 
ples in all times and over all persons and all 
powers. 

Though I concede and am willing to acqui- ' 


_esce in the abolition of slavery, and even in 
i the investment of the late slave with the right 


of suffrage, I will contest the principle of rev- ` 
olution that strikes down constitutional law; 
that makes it subservient to military power in 
times of domestic violence, even of civil war. | 

Now, Mr. President, I will advert to one or ` 
two other important cardinal, essential prin- | 


ciples of free and constitutional government || 


which I will never sacrifice, and the destruc- | 
tion of which I will never give my consent to. | 
The Congress of the United States has claimed | 
and has triumphantly and frequently exercised | 
the power to propose amendments to the Con- 
stitution by excluding eight, ten, and eleven 
members of the Union from representation in 
both Houses of Congress. That was revolu- 


Senator from Missouri. The Constitution pro- 
vides for its own amendment. Itprescribes the 
particular mode in which it may be amended; 


‘and if that mode is honestly and faithfully | 


administered it is not revolution, but it is 
simply the execution of a principle of the Gov- 
ernment, of the Constitution itself, for the alter- 
ation and amendment of the fundamental law. ! 
But when a dominant majority in times of | 
civil war or of peace claim the power, and 
exercise it, too, of excluding almost one third | 
of the States of the Union from representation 

in both Houses of Congress, and then propose | 
amendments to the Constitution by propositions 
passed by the remainder of the two Houses of 
Congress, when the Constitution itself says - 
that such propositions shall not be passed , 
except by the vote of two thirds of both | 
Houses, | wiil insist to the extent of time, so | 
far as I am interested in time, that such a mode | 
of amending the Constitution is lawless, rev- 


i olutionary, destructive of our Constitution and | 


one of its most fundamental principles, and is 
entitled to no obedience and no respect from 
any quarter whatever. 

Sir, when it is contended that the dominant © 
faction in Congress may of its own will, upon 
the suggestion of its own ambition and its own 
lust of power, take the Representatives and 
Senators from ten or any number of States by | 
the throat and thrust them from the Halls of | 
Congress, and then claim a constitutional right | 
to amend the fundamental law so as to sub- | 


serve their own purposes of ambition, of acqui- :: 


sition or retention of power, I say that is a | 


| 


the opposition and the sternest and most in- 
flexible opposition of every enlightened Amer- 
ican patriot. 

There are certain other precedents that have 
been established by this revolution the validity 
of which I will always controvert. I utterly 


| deny that Congress, thus acting on propositions 


to amend the Constitution, can revolutionize 
the Government, can overthrow the constitu- 
tions and governments of the States, and pre- 
scribe to the people of all the States the quali- 
fications of electors and candidates for oflices, 


. not only as to Federal offices, but to the offices 


of the State governments also. These are 
precedents of violence, of force, of revolution 


' that are menacing in all their aspects and in 


all their influences. For the country to accept 


- such precedents as permanent principles, and 
` such modes of amending and modifying and 


revolutionizing the Government as constitu- 
tional, would be infinitely more dangerous to 


: the perpetuation of our institutions and the lib- 


; Lam disposed to accede to it. 


an ; i; erties of our people, in my judgment, than the 
i terms the opposition to that revolution to ac- |: 


admission of the negro to his treedom and to 
his right of suffrage and full eligibility to all 
offices. 

When that philosophicand eloquent Senator 
exhorts me to acquiesce in such events, such 
facts, such great enactments in fact as the 
liberation of all the slaves and the utter and 
final overthrow of slavery, and even the admis- 
sion of the freedmen to the right of suffrage, 
But when he 
asks me to concede these principles of revolu- 
tion that strike at the very existence of con- 
stitutional governmentand of organized liberty 
and law, and to refrain from all further oppo- 
sition to them, I tell him in candor and truth 
that while I have an energy or a voice they 
shall be uttered and exerted against the mon- 
strosity ofthese precedents that this revolu- 
tionary party have set in our country, and with 
which they have overthrown, in my judgment, 
legitimate constitutional government and law. 

But, Mr. President, I will proceed with the 
line of my argument. I know of no opposition 
in the State of Kentucky to the enactment of 
the fifteenth amendment, go far as it proposes 
to confer the right of suffrage upon the negro. 
The amendment had scarcely been proclaimed 


: by the President of the United States before 
tion, in the language of the scholarly and able : 


the colored people in Kentucky, without obsta- 


; cle or let, were in the full exercise in the mu- 


- nicipal elections of the right of suffrage. 


If 


‘there has been any interterence with them, 


any obstruction to them in the exercise of that 
right, any deliberate and settled purpose to 
resist its exercise by them in that State, I am 
a total stranger to the existence of such a feel- 
ing or such a purpose. I want no futile and 
fruitless resistance anywhere to the exercise 
of that right by the freed negroes. I want it 
conceded fully and peacefully, and without 
introducing any disorder in society. I want 


i: to give no provocation, noexcuse for the farther 


interposition of the Federal Government and 
the Federal armies inthe governmentand affairs 
of the States. And this reflection brings me 
to the conclusion, not only to acquiesce in but 


' to desire that this right shall be fully and peace- 


fully guarantied to the freedman, and as far 
as itis necessary that it be secured to him by 
proper laws, so far as Congress may constitu- 
tionally pass them. 

Now, I will say a few words upon the pend- 
ing measures and upon the fifteenth amend- 
ment, under the force and effect of which I 
understand them to be introduced. Indeed, I 
know of no other authority that Congress has to 
pass such a law, unless it be the fifteenth 
amendment. That amendment declares— 

“That the right of citizens of the United States to 
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States, or by any State, on account of race, color, or 
previous condition of servitude.” 

Thatisthe primary proposition of the amend- 
ment; and then there is an auxiliary proposi- 


lawless aspect of revolution which deserves i: tion, the effect of which is solely to aid in the 
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" 
exocution of the principal, the main proposi- | 
tion, and which, according to the Senator from ` 
Ohio, [Mr. Tueraay,] in whose judgment I 
fally concur, was wholiy unnecessary; that— 

“ Congress shall have power to enforce this articlo 
by appropriate legislation.” 

I believe that by necessary implication the 
primary proposition would have carried this 
proposition to the fullest extent to which it is ` 
expressed in this language. Why, Mr. Presi- 
dent, Story and Kent, and all the commentat- 
ors, whether upon the bench of our courts or 
in writings or disquisitions upon the Constitu- 
tion and upon statesmanship, have assumed 
the position that that provision in the Constitu- 
tion which says that Congress shall have power 
to pass all laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into execution the powers 
enumerated, and all other powers vested in- 
the Government of the United States or any 
of its departments or ollicers, was of itself un- 
necessary ; that this pozer of auxiliary legisla- 
tion, to the extent that would be proper and 
constitutional to enforce the primary or enum- 
erated powers, would have been carried by the 
import of the language without any such pro- 
vision in the original Constitution; and I have 
always been most clearly of that opinion. I 
believe that the power conferred by the auxil- 
iary clause to the fifteenth amendment is no 
enlargement of the power expressed in the 
general provisions of the Constitution in rela- 
tion to the passage of laws necessary and 
proper to carry into effect the enumerated 
powers; and I believe that neither of them 
would have been necessary or is any more 
operative than the necessary implication that 
Congress would have all the powers proper, 
necessary, and constitutional to carry into 
execution the enumerated powers. 

Now, I ask does the fifteenth amendment 
confer a new power upon the General Govern- 
ment? If it does, what is that new power? 
Where must we look to find it and to compre- 
hend its full scope and effect except to the 
amendment itself? That amendment is in 
these words: 

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States, 
or by any State, on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude.” 

What is the auxiliary power? It proposes 
to confer on Congress the power of executing 
the primary power. The primary power is 
restricted to and by this language: 

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States, 
orby any State, on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude.” A 

As the honorable and able Senator from 
California [Mr. CasserRLY] argued, with lucid 
and conclusive force, and as had been argued 
before on this proposition by other Senators 
who have engaged in the debate, the only 
power conferred by this language on the Gov- . 
ernment or the Congress of the United States ` 
is restricted to an interdiction of the right to 
vote on account of race, color, or previous 
condition; and beyond the force and effect of 
that language this fifteenth amendment has no 
effect, no operation whatever; and no frank, ` 
candid, and sensible man, in my opinion, will 
endeavor to give it a broader operation. 

The whole purpose of it was that there should 
be no discriminating measures, either by the 
Congress of the United States or by any of the 
States, to the prejudice of the freedmen in 
consequence of race, color, or previous condi- 
tion. It was not intended by the men who ~ 
adopted this fifteenth amendment, or by the 
men who proposed it, or by any man who sup- | 
ported it or voted for it, that it should operate 
upon any other subject-matter than the right 
to vote, and the restriction of that right on 
account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude. 

The honorable Senator from California urged ;; 
another view with conclusive force. It had | 
occurred to my mind before, but he presented |: 


` act a constitutional law. 
© this law comes before the courts for their judg- 
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it with a perspicacity and force that I had not 
apprehended until I had the pleasure of hearing 
his argument. That was this: that the lan- 
guage of this amendment does not apply to 
citizens, whether of the United States or of 
the States. It applies simply to the United 
Statesand to the States, and necessarily applies 
to them in their corporate capacity. The lan- 
guage is: 


* The right of citizens of the United States to vote ., 


shall not be denied or abridged by the United States 
or any State, on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude.” 


That candid and fair Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
SHerMan] admitted that for this amendment 
to have operation upon individuals at all, those 
individuals must be acting under the authority 
or the color of the authority, either of the 
United States or of a State. How does the 
United States act? How does a State act? 
Not by its isolated and straggling citizens. 
How does it act except officially, except polit- 
ically? How does it act except through its 
Government by some of its organized Depart- 
ments and officers? It cannot actin any other 
form; and when its action is attempted to be 
restrained by law or by constitution, that re- 
straint is to take place through the medium of 
its Government or the Departments and officers 
of the Government of the State or of the United 
States. There can beno other form of restraint 
upon it. 

The other honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
THURMAN] presented that idea in various as- 
pects, with unanswerable force. The States 
are inhibited by the Constitution from acting 
in relation to various subjects. He put the 


examples as they are enumerated in the Con- 


stitution : 


“No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or 
confederation ; grant letters of marque and reprisal; 
coin money,” &c, 


Is that directed to the restraint of the indi- 
vidual citizens of the States or of. the States 
themselves? We understand the operation and 
the effect of such langyage asthat. Itrestrains 
the State as a political organization. It 
restrains the State, acting by its government. 
It can operate in no other way and through no 
other medium upon a State. To contend that 
any of these clauses would authorize the Con- 


gress of the United States of itself to enact | 


penal laws against any individual citizens of a 
State for the violation of any of the powers 
that are a ae in these clauses of the Con- 
stitution would be simply absurb. It would be 
ridiculous for any lawyer or any man of good 
sound sense to assume any such wild position 
as that. 

„In another clause the Constitution says: 

“The United States shall guaranty to every State 


' in the Union arepublican farm of government, and 
shall protect each of them against invasion, and on . 


application of the Legislature, or of the Executive 
when the Legislature cannot be convened, against 
domestic violence.” 

Where is that power vested? To whom is 
the language of the Constitution in that pro- 
vision directed? Has it any relevancy what- 
ever or any bearing upon individual citizens 
of the United States? It is addressed to the 
Government of the United States, to the polit- 
ical corporation of the United States, as organ- 
ized by the Constitution; and that political 
organization is to act and is required to act 


` and cannot be conceived sensibly to act in any 
: other manner or by any other medium thanby ; 


its organized Government and its officers. There 
cannot be any doubt, I think, in giving this 
meaning to the fifteenth amendment. 


If this Congress performs the farce of pass- i. 


ing a law on this subject, or the reality of 
enacting a law on this subject, it ought to en- 
If it does not, when 


ment, if in contravention of the Constitution 
it will fall, and be decided to be a nullity. I 


, want the ground which Congress occupies 


under the fifteenth amendment to be care- 
fully and deliberately explored and consid- 
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ered, and I want it to be occupied by consti- 
tutional and valid legislation, and not by a 
i folly, without a shadow or a pretext of power 
' that could stand the scrutiny of a court a 
: single hour. But another objection occurred 
to me which my honorable friend from Cali- 
| fornia did not allude to, and [ will advert to it 
in afew words. This measure proposes to take 
., up the State laws, so far as they regulate the 
subject of elections; to establish crimes and 
: to pass penalties, both by imprisonment and 
` by fine, for the execution of the criminal laws 
. of the States in regulation of their own elec- 
tions. What sort of legislation is that? Has 
not this principle been announced a thousand 
‘times in every court, that the courts of no 
country whatever would enforce the penal laws 
_of another country? 
` Now, suppose the Senator from Nevada 
should become a district attorney of the Uni- 
i| ted States, or Attorney General after this law 
i] pares and he wants to execute it; how would 
| he frame and prefer his indictment? He would 
have to prefer it in the form of alleging what 
i! the State law that was violated by the officer 
|| of election was and the enactment by Congress 
|, of this measure, and to allege that by reason 


I 


j of the non-execution of the State law by the 


State officer the defaulting State officer had 

become subject to be indicted, tried, and pun- 

ished, under the denunciations of a law of 

Congress according to the penalties prescribed 

by the State law. Could anything be more 

ridiculous, anything more absurd ? 
Take the case of Rhode Island. AsIunder- 
stand, she has a law prohibiting a citizen born 
in a foreign country from voting unless that 
citizen has a certain amount and value of real 
estate. A foreigner, if you please, applies for 
registry and the registrar will not enter his 
name on the list upon the ground that he has 
not the qualification required by the constitu- 
tion of the State. The honorable Attorney 
General, if the Senator from Nevada should be 
filling that office, is consulted by the district 
attorney, and he instructs the district attorney 
for the State of Rhode Island that the provision 
of the constitution of that State is abrogated 
' by this law of Congress. He instructs the 
ji district attorney to draw up an indictment on 

the ground that the fifteenth amendment en- 
` titles everybody to vote, and this indictment 
|! might be preferred against the officers of the 
i election for denying a free colored man as 
well as a foreigner the right to register. 

He then instructs the district attorney to 
draw his indictment in the form of alleging that 
the fifteenth amendment entitled a negro to 
vote and a foreigner to vote; that it was the 
duty of the registrar to receive his name and 
` enter it upon his register; thatin consequence 

of his failure to do so he had violated the 
fifteenth amendment and this provision of the 
Constitution, and thereby had subjected himself 
to the punishment denounced hy the law of 
Rhode Teland against an improper refusal to 
' register a voter’s name when he applied to have 
it registered. Upon the trial of that indict- 
' ment it is answered that the law of Rhode 
Jsland contains no such provision or penalty ; 
there is no law of the State of Rhode Island 
that defines that to be a crime, or that author- 
. izes a punishment to be inflicted for the omis- 
sion of the registrar to enter the name. Would 
‘the honorable Senator from Nevada maintain 


i his indictment and procure the judgment of 
` an enlightened court upon that allegation and 
. that proof? Why sir, a universal principle of 
law is that the courts of Rhode Island, or of any 
© other country whatever, will not enforce the 
|, penal laws of the United States or ofany nation 
|, or State; and therefore this indictment would 
| be null and void, would have to be dismissed 
by the judgment of the court, would end the 
| 


case. - , 

I have brought forward this instance to show 
the difficulty that would be encountered al every 
step in the execution of this measure if it should 


i 
1 
1 
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become a law of Congress. I say it is an 
anomaly; it is without any authority or sanc- 
tion whatever that the courts of one Govern- 
ment will enforce the penal and criminal laws 


of another Government; and before Congress fi 
could ask its laws to be enforced and executed | 


by its own courts it would have to make the 
law of Rhode Island the law of Congress in 
terms and in provision. 

I deny that a general reference to the penal 
elections laws of the State of Rhode Island, 
and of all the States of the Union, in the vague 
and general language used in this measure, 
declaring that a non-conformity or non-execu- 
tion of those laws by the State officers shall be 
a penal offense, punishable by fine or imprison- 
ment, as this measure proposes to punish the 
State officers for not executing the laws of the 
State itself, would ever authorize such penal- 
ties to be inflicted by the United States courts. 


But, Mr. President, I was not going exclus- .. 


ively into this subject ; [ will merely advert to 
another view of it. I ask the honorable Senator 
from Nevada where is his power, where is his 
warrant to pass a law of Congress requiring the 
officers of a State to execute the penal laws of 
that State under the penalty of punishment 
inflicted by the law of Congress? If that power 
exists, it exists under the fifteenth amendment 
and by its language. Does it invest Congress 
with any such power? Farfromit. Thatis what 
the honorable Senator from Nevada proposes 
that Congress shalldo. All that Congress can 
do in the way of auxiliary legislation is to pass 
a law to execute the fifteenth amendment. 
law that is not in that line, and whose function 
and nature and object arenotsimply to assist in 
the execution of the fifteenth amendment, has 
no authority in the auxiliary clause that is 


attached to that amendment to assist by appro- . 


priate legislation in its execution. 


“The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States, 
or by any State, on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude.” 


If the State of Kentucky was to pass a gen- 


eral property qualification law for voters, ap- | 


plicable to all whites and to all freedmen, it 


would be perfectly competent for that State to . 


pass such a law, and it would not come under 
the inhibition or proscription of this fifteenth 
amendment, because the interdiction of the 
power of the State Legislature to act upon 
the subject of suffrage has application only to 


disqualifications on account of race, color, or '; 


previous condition. Of course any other qual- 
ification of suffrage, embracing that of Massa- 
chusetts, that a voter shall be able to read 


before he is entitled to vote, or that he shall | 


have paid his taxes, State, national, and muni- 
cipal, before he is entitled to vote, and shall 
have received a certificate of the payment; or 
the qualification of the State of Rhode Island, 


that a man who isa foreigner by birth shall |: 


have a certain amount in value of real estate 


before he is entitled to vote, would not touch | 
the prohibition which the fifteenth amendment | 
puts upon the power of Congress or upon the | 


power of any State Legislature. 
The right of citizens of the United States to 


vote is not to be denied by the United States | 


or by any State on account of race, color, or 
previous -condition of servitude. There. is a 
subject, there is a condition of a subject which 
gives to Congress authority to act upon that 
subject. What is that subject, and what is 
that condition? 


color, or previous condition. ate 
nət come within the operation of this inter- 


diet of the fifteenth amendment until it has | 


thus acted upon one or the other of these 
aspects of the right of suffrage. If the State 
was to pass a law to the effect that any man 
who had been a slave in his lifetime should not 
have the right to vote, it would come within 
the inhibition of this fifteenth amendment. If 
it was to provide that any man should be dis- 


a 


The State by its constitution |! 
or by its statutory law must restrict the right ` 
of a freedman to vote on account of race, ` 
The State does ; 


qualined of his right to vote, that any man 
escended from the African or negro race 
should be disqualified to yote, the State then 
; would act in such manner upon the particular 
subject in all three of the aspects that would 
bring its action under the condemnation of 
this fifteenth amendment, and the effect of 
this fifteenth amendment would be to nullify, 


to render void the action of the State conven- ` 
tion or Legislature, whether in the form of a ` 


constitutional provision or a statutory law. 


The honorable Senator from Nevada espe- ` 
cially has a vague, undefined, and crude idea - 


of the effect of his law, and also of the effect 
of this fifteenth amendment of the Constitu- 
tion, which would give to his law an operation 
and a scope far, far wider than would be sanc- 
tioned by the terms of the fifteenth amend- 
ment. l would like to challenge the honor- 
able Senator to analyze the language of the 


any other amendment that authorizes Congress 
to act upon this subject at all, except to ren- 
der effectual and operative its prohibition that 
the right of suffrage shall not be restricted on 
account of race, color, or previous condition. 
And yet gentlemen ingeniously avoid the 
plainly written scope and effect of the Consti- 
tution, and endeavor to give it effect and opera- 
tion in carrying into execution all the penal 
laws of the State regulating elections, by inde- 
pendent punishment in the form of fine and 
imprisonment imposed by Congress. 

Mr. FOWLER. Whatis the Senator’s con- 
struction of the fifteenth amendment with re- 
gard to the action of the States? 


Mr. DAVIS. Ifthe Legislature of aState was ` 


to actin the form of passing laws, (and the Legis- 
lature of a State can act in no other form,) by 
enacting a lawthat should in any mode impinge 


the right of acitizen of the United States to vote | 


on account of race, color, or previous condition, 
that would come within the prohibition of the 
fifteenth amendment, and under its operation 
as the supreme law of the land, and would 
become null and void, and it would not require 
any legislation whatever to declare it a perfect 
= nullity. 


ator from Ohio, [Mr. SHERNAN, ] that Congress 
. has the power to regulate all elections which 

by this very bill it is proposed it shall regulate, 
i has no foundation in the Constitution. 
: ig the provision on that subject: 


ii such regulations, except as to the places of choosing 
Senators.” 


| This provision is restricted exclusively to the 
i election of Senators and Representatives to 
| Congress. It does not reach a solitary State 
| election. There is nothing in this provision 
i that authorizes Congress by its legislation to 
take possession of the subject of State elections 
and to regulate them by such laws as theStates 
pass by their Legislatures. It has not a vestige 
of power ta act on State elections. But the 
ii amendments that have been offered in the 


from Ohio has had read from the table, apply 
| expressly to presidential elections; that is, to 
| the election of presidential electors. Congress 
; has no power to intervene by passing any law 


the provision of the Constitution on that point, 
and it is all that is necessary : 


" Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the 
l! Legislature thereof may direct, a number of electors, 


| election of presidential electors. I will read 


sentatives to which the State may be entitled in the 
Congress.” 


tion on that subject. It regulates it fully and 
explicitly, and the whole subject of the elec- 
tion of presidential electors is given by special 
and most precise and emphatic language, which 
I have just read, to the State Legislatures. 
Where, then, the power or authority of Con- 


<<< ee 


l 


Constitution in the fifteenth amendment, or | 


The position taken by the honorable Sen- . 


Here © 


| ‘Phe times, places, and manner of holding elec- : 
i tions for Senators and Representatives shall be pre- | 
|; seribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but | 
‘| the Congress may at any time by law make or alter : 


|: other House, and which the honorable Senator © 


i or adopting any regulation in relation to the | 


equal to the whole number of Senators and Repre- | 


Here is the sole provision of the Constitu- į 


‘gress to pass a law to regulate the election of 
the presidential electors of a State? Where 
does Congress derive its power to prescribe a 
penal code in relation to the election of presi- 
dential electors? It has not a vestige of such 
| a power. The honorable Senators from Cali- 
- fornia and Ohio who have addressed the Senate 
' [Mr. CAssERLY and Mr. Touran] said truly 
that every power that Congress possessed it 
derived from the Constitution and by it. 

It is one of the monstrous and dangerous 
heresies of the day that Congress, under cer- 
tain states and conditions of the country, has 
powers outside of the Constitution. There is 
nothing more unsound, more terribly mis- 
chievous. In relation to presidential electors 
the whole power is specifically vested by the 
Constitution in the Legislatures of the States ; 
and yet the proposition which the honorable 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] proposes 
to move as an amendment to this bill offers to 
withdraw that power of regulating the election 
of presidential electors wholly from the States 
and to vest it in Congress, to be exercised by 
laws passed by it, the penalties and sanctious 
of which are to be imposed by it, and may be 
executed exclusively by the Federal authority. 

Now, sir, I will put an instance, and that 
‘will illustrate my principle more pointedly. 
We have next August in Kentucky a general 
election, an election of Governor, and of the 
- representatives, and one half of the senators 
in the Legislature, and municipal elections 
in all the counties. What does this measure 
‘propose to do? To take up the subject of 
the entire elections of all the States, State, 

local, and municipal, to prescribe by spurious 

, amendments to the Constitution the qualifi- 
cations of electors for all these State officers, 
and then to enact a full and complete code, 
with high penal sanctions, to regulate and gov- 
ern and control the whole business of every 
i State election. Where does Congress derive 
any such power? Gentiemen say, ‘‘ Under 
the fifteenth amendment.’’ Sir, there is no 
| necromancy of language or of sophistry that 
; can torture the fifteenth amendment into con- 
`. ferring any such power. It is simply mon- 
strous and absurd. 

Mr. President, I have lived now a good while 
| in this world. I have had some experience in 
courts and out of courts. I have been taught 
that one of the most difficult and responsible 
duties devolved upon the citizen and ‘the law- 
| giver was to enlarge the penal code of his coun- 
try, to define new and novel and strange crimes ; 
and whenever a lawgiver like the Solon from 
Nevada undertakes to do such important work 
as that, he must do it with due diligence and 
deliberation, or he ought in despair, in mod- 
j esty at least, to shrink from such a difficult 

task. Does this lawgiver in truth believe that 

the fifteenth amendment authorizes him to 

frame an elaborate law covering the whole 
| ground of State elections and all the necessary 
i! regulations and penalties for the disregard or 
` violation of laws regulating State elections, and 
| prescribing severe punishments of imprison- 
: ment and heavy fines; and that all this expanse 
of power in the interference with State govern- 
| ments and the administration of State govern- 
/ ments is vested in him and in the Congress of 
. the United States by the effect and language 
| of the fifteenth amendment? 

Why, sir, if the honorable Senator were to 
go into any enlightened court upon charges of 
various breaches of this law, either by com- 
| mission or omission, and was to frame a form 
- of indictment that would embrace every con- 
ceivable possible violation of this law accord- 
ing to his own loose judgment of its effect and 
| its consequences, he would be laughed to scorn 
ji; out of any intelligent court. Is Congress to 
|; indulge in the folly and the mockery of such 
| futile and unauthorized legislation as this? Is 
l! that what the great lawgivers of this body and 
its able and experienced lawyers are expected 
to do? 

Mr. President, I have already said more on 
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this subject than I intended; but E will advert 
in conclusion to another most fandamental 
and vital principle of our system of Govern- 
ment, and it is this: the investment in the 
local or State governments of all power and 
jurisdiction over their domestic affairs; and 
the investment by a delegation of powers that 
does not extend beyond the words of the lan- 
guage which delegates them, or their necessary 
import, in a general Government, with many 
and express and emphatic restrictions upon 
those powers. 

Sir, there is but one condition upon which 
the American people can have both liberty and 


empire; and that is the maintenance of the : 


powers of the General Government, to give 
the nation general power to preserve domestic 
order and peace among the States, and to pro- 
tect all the States as a nation against foreign 
Governments, and to give the exclusive juris- 
diction and power and control and organization 
of State governments and State laws and State 
interests and State rights to the local govern- 
ments of the States. ‘There is no possible con- 
ceivable condition upon which power and lib- 
erty can be combined except upon that basis. 
It was upon that great combined principle that 
the wise men who framed oursystem based our 
Government, a mixed State and national Gov- 
ernment. Sir, liberty and self-government, 
constitutional law and order were no less dear 
and no less the object of those wise men than 
was national power. It was never their pur- 
pose for the phantom of a great, grand, expan- 
sive, and all-controlling empire and all of its 
powers, to give up their local governments and 
their essential liberties that are bound up in 
their State constitutions and in their local gov- 
ernments. 


It will be an evil. day indeed when the peo- | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


ple of the United States can be brought to | 


make this sacrifice. 
` and distinct, each revolving in its own sphere, 
the General and the State governments. 
they do not permit the State governments by 
secession to depart from, or by usurpation to 
trench upon, the just constitutional powers 
of the General Government, they must espe- 
cially beware that the General Government 


They must keep separate || 
‘ country the payment of the confederate war 
While |} 


| 


does not absorb all the sovereignty and pow- | 


ers of the States and become a consolidated 
congressional despotism. Such is the tend- 


ency, with fearful force and with great accel- | 


eration; of things in our country at this time. 


It is time for the sober, sedate, thinking peo- | 
ple of America, without regard to party names, ;' 


' to the Government than ever before. 


which inaugurated the rebellion—that element. 
of secession which caused the loss of so many 


‘| lives; which has created an immense national | 
| debt; subjected the people to onerous taxa- 


tion, wherewith to meet the pledge of public 


faith ; placed thousands of widows and orphans © 


on the pension-roll, and carried desolation 
throughout the land; an element which to-day 
openly threatens revenge on the Government 
whenever it can be wreaked, which prays for | 
the hour when, by the misfortune of a foreign | 
war, it can show its fangs, and by the com- | 
mission of secret or perhaps undisguised trea- | 


son, play the parricide and the ignoble role of | 


of spy and informer. 


The condition of the South, political and / 
To be a Repub- 
lican, an advocate of liberty, and a supporter | 


social, is truly deplorable. 


of the Administration and its policy, is a hein- į 
ous crime. It sets a mark upon the brow and | 
a price upon the head. There is no such thing | 
in the South to-day as freedom of speech, free- 
dom of thought, and freedom of action, except 
it be in those rare localities where the inhabit- 
ants chance to be all loyal. 

I openly charge, and can submit the proof, 
that the people of the South who sympathized 
with secession and bore arms to war upon the 
Union, are to-day more bitter in their hatred 
Their 
persons and property being unmolested, the 
demon of hate rankles in their breasts pro- 
portionably as they reéstablish their fallen for- 
tunes, discharge their debts by the operation 
of the bankrupt law, and become possessed of 
the other necessary elements of power which 
successful trade, commerce, and productions 


: of the soil inevitably bring. 


to intervene to save constitutional government | 
and popular liberty, and unless that interven- ; 


tion takes place before long, it will soon be 
forever too late. 


~ Mr.SPENCER. Mr. President, the Repub- 
lican party appears to be afflicted with a mas- ; 


terly inactivity, and the results incident to the 
suppression of the rebellion, instead of uniting 
more firmly the component parts of the party, 
are slipping from our grasp without even the 
endeavor to clutch them before they pass away. 
What is the cause of this apathy? What do 
gentlemen who claim affiliation with the Repab- 
lean party mean by tamely surrendering to the 
Copperheads of the North and the Ruktux 
Democracy of the South, whose panderers and 
demagogues are seeking power and place only 
to upturn the Union and render nugatory all 
that has been so happily accomplished in the 
interests of freedom, nationality, and loyalty ? 
Are we to lose all that has been realized for 


the happiness of the country, first, under the |, 


auspices of Abraham Lincoln, afterward jeop- 
ardized and almost lost through the apostasy 
of Andrew Johnson, and since reobtained by 


the wise administration of General Grant and | 


a Republican Congress? With the single ex- 
ception of Georgia, all of the seceding States 
are now reconstracted and represented upon 
the floor of Congress. It is matter of deep 
concern to the Republicans of these southern 
States that they shall be sustained, that they 
shall not be left te the mercy of that element 


This hate increases daily ; it grows with their 
growth and gathers initsstrength. They hope 
for the day when their unholy revenge may , 


soon forgotten? Why is it that we are prone 
to deaden our recollection of the trials and 
tribulations through which we have passed? I 
fear we are educated too liberally in confi- 
dence, and give too loose a rein to prudence. 
Because the revolutionists in the South cloak 
theiractionsand honey their words, make spe- 
cious pleas and promises, and, like Peter, deny 
their Master, they are, alas! given full faith 
and credit. Do we not comprehend that— 
“Smooth runs the water where the brook is deep, 

And in his simple show he harbors treason. 

The fox barks not, when he would steal the lamb.” 


: “ Gloster is a man 
Unsounded yet, and full of deep deceit?” 


The test-oaths requited by law are not re- 
garded by these hypocrites. They do not hesi- 
tate to be forsworn, and swallow them without 
remorse of conscience. It is not uncommon 
to hear them declare that no jury could or 
would conviet them for their perjury; that it 
was forced, and, as such, not binding before 
God orman. With them ‘foul subornation is 
predominant,’’ and to that end they live, and 
hope thereby to acquire power. ‘Truth they 
dare not tell, at least in the present compli- 
cation, for that would deprive them of their 
mask and expose their hypocrisy. 

To those who are upon the spot and who are 
compelled to view the workings of society, it 
is more than manifest that in the South the 
Kuklux organization is nothing more nor less 
than a secret government based upon the ruins 
of secession, whose hostility is specially di- 
rected against the Union, and whose point 
d'appui is the subversion of the reconstruc- 


. tion acts and the aggrandizement of political 


be somewhat appeased by fastening upon the || 


debt, and reimbursement for the value of slaves 
as a legitimate part of the common obligations | 
of the country, more sacred and inviolable | 
than the payment of our present national ob- ` 
ligations, which they already seek to repudi- 
ate. This isa subject of common conversa- 
tion, a topic which is indulged in and speculated 
upon everywhere with universal accord by the 
revolutionists of the South, who are resolved 
that peace and order shall not obtain under 
the auspices of Republican administration. 
The difficulty is to make Senators give cre- 
dence to these statements, and truth, simple 
truth, is unwillingly listened to by them simply ` 
because in their charity and mistaken philan- 
thropy they would believe otherwise. ‘These 


` panderers from the foul beds of secession are 
careful not to betray their designs when they — 


seek to influence legislation in their favor. 


i They are meek and oily-tongued in Washing- | 


ton and in the lobbies of the Capitol.- They | 


protest and plead, fawn, beg, and sycophant | 
until they seduce Republicans into the belief 
that they are honest in their sayings, and with | 
their siren songs they lull and charm Senators | 
into forgetfulness of the past and utter oblivion - 
as to the lessons the past should teach. Then | 


| they; in true traitorous style, at once set on the : 


hounds first to rend the ones they have de- 


| ceived, for such are always less capable of 
resistance and less suspecting than those who |; 
| 


better understand the true ring of loyalty and | 
refuse to be beguiled by the counterfeit sound © 
of baser metal. 

As fraud, treachery, and deceit were the 
salient features of secession, and from first to 
last were indulged in without relaxation, so to 
say, these are the means resorted to to effect its 
restoration to power. It comes clothed in the : 
counterfeit garb of innécence and truth, “ wove 


open wide their doors to let itenter. Reason | 
strips it of its disguise, and, the robe torn off, | 
the skeleton of treason is revealed, grinning 
and ghastly, in all its revolting hideousness. : 
Why is it that the lessons of the past are so | 


_ terrible vengeance of the Klan. 


in the loom of Pallas,’’ and the passions throw || 


power. It was first inaugurated with the view 
of controlling and repressing the freedmen, so 
as to secure their labor without pay, ostensibly 
to keep them within bounds, but practically to 
terrorize them into the abject submission of 
slaves. Its first object was to rivet the chains 
of slavery by professing to secure the so-called 
ends of peace. But the freedmen by their 
industry, their obedience to law and order, 
their utter forgetfuluess of the previous galls 
of bondage, their earnest desire to acquire 
education, and their general thrift soon demon- 
strated to the community and to the country 
that they neither needed such espionage nor 
required the professed guardianship. ‘Then it 
became manifest that they could be controlled 
by their masters in all things save political 
opinion, and that notwithstanding every in- 
ducement to the contrary, these freedmen 
remained and still remain true and steadfast to 
Republican principles, Joyal to that flag under 
whose auspices the battle of freedom had been 
fought, and grateful to the brave hearts who 
periled life that the Union might be preserved, 
and all citizens be made equal before the law. 

Then this organization became purely polit- 
ical, and has spread over the area of the South 
until it has succeeded in collecting all the 
elements of secession, riveted and banded to- 
gether in the common purpose of crushing out 
Republicanism and consecrating the bona fides 
of the confederate cause. 

Their deeds of violence and blood are written 
in the history of southern reconstruction, and 
still go on unchecked and unrestrained. Every 
mail brings to us the details of some revolting 
tragedy. White and colored Unionists seized, 
murdered, and their inanimate bodies inhu- 
manly mutilated. No offender is sought out 
and punished, and those few good citizens who 
are opposed to lawlessness tremble lest some 
of the outlaws or their sympathizers may guess 
at or read the secrets of their hearts. heir 
lips are mute, their hands tied, fearful that 
they, too, may be visited with the swift but 
They know 
but too well that the organization is perfect, 
extends everywhere, and that it is a power 
with Briarean hands, and as remorseless in 
its exercise as the bandits of Greece, or the 
blood-bound Carbonari. i 

Having fought and conquered secession. 
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manumitted and restored to freedom and citi- 
zenship nearly four million slaves, rescued the 
Union from impending ruin, and legislated, 
wisely for the perpetujty of free institutions, 
it is our duty first to protect our friends before 
we surrender to our enemies. We are contin- 


ually told that the people of the South have . 


returned to their loyalty, and in the same breath 
we are assured that they are restive and dis- 
satisfied over the safeguards we have sought 
to place over them, and this restiveness and 
dissatisfaction finds amiable (?) expression in 


the wholesale murder of Union men, social 


ostracism and a reign of terror all over the 
land. 


The rebel press is a fair index of popular 


opinion; it caters to the popular taste, and is 


eagerly sought for, read, and approved by the ~ 
sympathizing populace. Even women and chil- 
dren share in this morbid appetite and vie with ` 


each other in expressions of indorsement and 
approbation. If honorable Senators could re- 
ceive and daily read the papers published in the 


South in the interest of the so-called Democ- . 


racy, they could not fail of being impressed 
that in every column of editorial, treason, rank 
treason is openly set forth, the Government 
denounced in every branch, murder demanded 


as a necessity, and justification offered for the ` 


violation of law. 

The honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
THURMAN] urges that if the fifteenth amend- 
ment is a part of the Constitution of the United 
States—and his language certainly expresses 
a doubt, if it does not directly charge that it 
is not a part of the Constitution—that it is 


inofficious and nugatory to provide for its en- ` 


` forcement by proper legislation. It must be 


understood beyond cavil that the reasonings ' 


of the honorable Senator are based upon the 
assumption that the fifteenth amendment is 
not a part of the Constitution, or if it is that it 
is not so with his consent, and therefore any- 


thing that grows out of it or is concerned in it | 


is to him ‘* bad original.” 


It is the same old story that has been the | 


theme from the Democracy ever since the 
election of Abraham Lincoln. Everything that 
was done to save the Union pending the war 
was unconstitutional. or offensive to certain 
theories of State rights. Since the war it is 
preached as the standing sermon, and is ad- 
hered to with such ridiculous pertinacity that 
Senators of avowed Republicanism waver in 
their allegiance, and cry ‘‘ peccavimus.”’ 


First, there was no necessity for a thirteenth, | 
fourteenth, or fifteenth amendment, say the ; 
Democracy. But three fifths of the States say | 
otherwise, and these amendments have been | 
ratified and adopted. They are unconstitutional | 


and contrary to the principles of Government 
as instituted by our forefathers, say the Democ- 
racy. But the people adjudge the proposi- 


tions differently, and say that upon these | 


amendments depend, the safety of the Union. 
Then the’ Democracy, through its champions, 
discuss the terrible outrages that have been 
committed by the people in perpetuating free 


institutions, and make stirring appeals to show | 


how Democracy is always in the right and 
Republicanism in the wrong. ` 

The honorable Senator [Mr. THURMAN] says 
without affectation, (and Í believe him,) that 
‘he is lost in amazement that such a bill as 
this should be presented by such a committee 
to the Senate of the United States.” The 
honorable Senator and his party have been lost 
in amazement ever since the surrender of Lee, 
and they furn a deaf ear to the pleadings of 
Unionists in the South for necessary protection 
whereby they may exercise the simple privileges 
of citizenship unmolested. The Senator is 
shocked that an election is compelled to be held 
surrounded by United States troops, The 


Union people of the South are also shocked at || 


this paramount necessity—they would prefer, 
vastly prefer, peaceable elections and without 
the presence of bayonets. These elections 
would be peaceable, were it not for the encour- 


agement which the Democratic party gives to 
rude disorder. 

Mr. President, the humblest citizen of this 
Union is our master, and we are his servants. 
Wehave a written Constitution and laws, which 
| guaranty life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness, and this exalted body is partly charged 
with the faithful execution ofthe same. Wemust 
not prave recreant to the trust; and notwith- 
standing the eloquent but no less specious 
pleas of honorable Senators to the contrary, I 
| again reiterate my charge that peace does not 

prevail at the South, that murder and violence 
. stalk abroad, unrestricted and unpunished ; an- 
` archy, chaos, and confusion reign, and ‘the 
end thereof no man seeth.’’ 


Nothing but the most stringent ofalllaws and | 


let. We hear agreat deal said about ‘ respect- 


regulations will check this era of bloodshed ; 
and dethrone this dynasty of the knife and bul- | 


able citizens ’’ disapproving of these acts ; that ` 
they do not countenance them, and that, there- - 


` fore, it will not do to punish the innocent on 
account of the guilty. 

Now, Mr. President, these are very pretty 
speeches, and to those who are uninformed 
will pass almost for gospel. But I assert I can 
find at least one hundred of these ‘‘ good citi- 
zens’’ who will not hesitate to deplore the cruel 

‘' death of Unionists, but who would notrender a 


i 


' Government. 


pro and con have been made, I desire to ex- 


press myself as favoring amnesty to ail those 
who have the manliness and honesty to solicit 
the removal of their disabilities by the law- 
making power upon a fair exhibit of their acts, 
showing that they deserve this consideration, 
and will undoubtedly yield an unqualified obe- 
dience to law and support the United States 
I have been among the foremost 


. to vote for the removal of disabilities for such 


, particle of aid to arrest and bring the murder- © 


ers to justice; who would even harbor and pro- 

tect the assassins if necessary, and then take 

the first train to Washington, rush before the 
_ Reconstruction Committee, and then and there 
; make affidavit that mother’s milk is not half so 
pure, mild, and harmless as public sentiment 
in their immediate locality. 

From present indications I am forced to 
believe that the American Government is the 
only power that neglects to protect its own 

citizens at home or abroad. There appears to 
_ be a species of cowardice coming like a film 
over the eyes of the body politic. We seem 
more prone to diplomacy and political cunning 
than to outspoken patriotism. There are even 
now many measures of public moment in the 
interests of liberty and justice pending before 
| the law-making power. There is an occasional 


voice lifted up in behalf of struggling Cuba, | 


and then comes an aching void and a painful | 


:| silence. Again, an eloquent appeal is made on 
| behalf of the American prisoners now languish- 
. ing in English bastiles, and then again silence 


of the dead. All this is done, but no action 
follows! It is the era of masterly inactivity 
and the halcyon hour of circumlocution. 


quickly as some of my honorable colleagues 
suppose. There is a demoralization which 


the pique of non-success and the shame of 
defeat. There is a struggle to regain the van- 
|| tage-ground by acquiring power and place, and 
| to. that Moloch-everything is sacrificed, includ- 
|| ing the life-blood of the Unionist. 

|| dt has been my understanding, derived from 
the study and experiences of life, that Govern- 
ments were instituted for the protection of the 
people, and this rule of natural and national 
law is applied directly to republics—the gov- 
ernment of the people and for the people. 


| 
| 


i 
) 
l 
j 
} 


| ent condition, unable to protect themselves. 
If the Government cannot protect them, then 
it is clear we have no sovereignty which can 
be maintained; if the Government refuses. to 
protect them, then we have but a Lollow mock- 
ery, a whited sepulcher, a Government but in 
name, without mutuality of interest, ang which 
exacts tithes and renders tares. 

The question of amnesty has found its way 
| into. this debate and hás „been an important 
|| theme of discussion. I had not intended to 


i 
i 
i 


I 


Government to especially protect its citizens - 
in the southern States, for they are in depend- — 


applicants, and refer to the record for proof of 
the assertion. 

We have been regaled by sophomoric phrases 
as regards ‘‘amuesty in one hand and the halter 
in the other,” a meaningless expression, im- 
possible upon its face, absurd as a proposition, 
and incapable of demonstration. Ifthere were 
any sense in theidea, it would be utterly out of 
the power of man or Government to give it even 
the test of an experiment. For my part it ap- 
pears to me time enough to talk of amnesty 
when the Kuklux organization shall have ceased 
to exist, and everybody, whether exalted or 
humble, may enjoy the pursuit of peace and 
happiness without molestation. 

‘The honorable Senator from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Sawyer, | in explanation of his sweeping 
assertion that the respectability of the South 
were swept into the vortex of the rebellion, 
makes some notable exceptions of a few indi- 
viduals in South Carolina. I assert here, and 
can substantiate the fact beyond contradiction, 
that large numbers of the most respectable, 
influential, and intelligent citizens of the South, 
to the ‘‘ manner born,’’ were always true to 
the Union, never flinching in their fidelity to 
the flag, and never yielding allegiance to the 
confederacy. It is true that their hands were 
at times tied and their mouths closed by the 
violent action of the revolutionists ; but when- 


| ever and wherever they could declare their 
: attachment to the Union they were outspoken. 
` These respectable, intelligent, and influential 


citizens are now largely suffering the ban of 
ostracism and persecution for this fidelity to 


‘the country. South Carolina may have had 
: few such, and being but few, ought not to be 
. cited as precedent for the statement. 


The honorable Senator from Connecticut 
[Mr. Ferry] asserts that not over fifty thou- 
sand people can be found in the seceding States 


+ who can take the test-oath. To exemplify how 
' speculative is this proposition it is only neces- 
' sary to state that the report of the Adjutant 
reigns as unbroken as that pervading the city 


inevitably follows war, and to which is added . 


General.of the Army shows that forty-eight 
thousand and seventy-two white soldiers were 


: enlisted in the United States service fram the 


$ , revolted States. 
Revolutions do not quiet themselves so | 


In addition to this fact, it is 
known to almost every officer who served in 


, northern regiments that thousands upon thou- 


sands.of loyal men of the South escaped to the 
North and enlistedin northern regiments, and. 
fought their way back home again under the 
old flag, while thousands flocked to the Fed- 
eral lines, enlisting in almost every regiment in 
the service, as the Army progressed upon the 


_ territory,of the enemy.. 1 know something of 
_ these facts from personal contact and. expe- 
` rience, and do not indulge in theory, like my 


Therefore I insist that it is the duty of our ‘ 


honorable friend from Connecticut. 


And these soldiers were not the only tru 
and loyal men of the South; they formed but 
a tithe of them.. ‘There were recruited within 
and credited to the revolted States ninety-three 


- thousand three hundred and forty-six colored 


soldiers, and over one hundred thousand more 
colored soldiers were recruited in addition, and 
credited to the quota of northern States. Those 


_ who remain of this umber apon southern sail, 
' and who fought for the country as substitutes 


for northern citizens liable to draft, seem to 
be entitled to high consideration, especially 
from the representatives of those States whose 
depleted ranks they filled. These, poor, mal- 


: treated, hae pee freedmen, who, after they 


had rendered signal service as soldiers of the 


į Union, and had returned to labor near their 


|| give my views upon this question at the pres- | ] 
ent moment; but inasmuch as declarations |; secution, violence, and outrage, new. appeal 


old homes, have been made,the mark of per 
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as citizens of this free Republic, entitled to 
some rights and to some respect, to be secure | 


in their persons and privileges and to have that . 


security enforced by law. 

‘The loyal whites of the South ask for pro- 
tection for themselves and for these freedmen. 
lt is their Government, and they are entitled 
to demand and receive ita protection, not as a 
boon, nor a concession, but as a matter of 
right and of justice. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom 
Ohio to the amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have modified it to 
meet the objection of the Senator from Fli- 
nois. I have simply struck out the words 
tt electors for President and Vice President ” 
in three places, so as to make it apply only 
to elections of members of Congress. 

Mr. FOWLER. Mr. President 

Mr. VICKERS. If the Senator trom Ten- 
nessee will give way, I meve that the Senate 
adjourn. It is half past ten o'clock. 

‘Fhe motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

Mr. FOWLER proceeded to address the 
Senate. When he had spoken some time, 

Mr. STEWART. i 
way for a moment? 

Mr. FOWLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senate consent 
to take the vote to-morrow at three o'clock ? 

Several Senarors. Yes. ‘ 

The PRESIDING. OFFICER, (Mr. Pox- 
EROY.) ‘The Senator from Nevada proposes 
that the vote on this question be taken to- 
morrow at three o'clock. 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to have it 
also understood that I shall have half an hour 
in conclusion to reply. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I suggest 
that we dispense with the morning hour and 
take the vote at two o'clock to-morrow, as it 
is Saturday. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well. 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. And ap- : 


propriate the morning hour to this business. 
Several Senators. Say three o'clock. 
Mr. STEWART. Iwill make this proposi- 
tion, that we dispense with the morning business 
` to-morrow. Commence at once on this bill at 
twelve o’clock,.and that at half past one I 
shall have half an hour to answeranything that 
may have been said that I choose to reply to, 
_ and that we commence voting at two o'clock ; 
and farther, that on new amendments five 
minutes may be allowed to any one who wants 
to speak. 
Mr. RAMSEY. That seems to be a fair 
proponnon I hope it will be accepted. 

r. STEWART. Let us commence voting 
at two o'clock, and on new amendments allow 
five minutes for explanation. 

Mr. FOWLER. I suggest three o'clock. 
‘Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, what is 
the question before the Senate? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 
from Nevada will state his proposition again. |: 
Mr. STEWART. The proposition is that | d 
we commence with this bill at twelve o'clock || 


to-morrow; ‘that at half past one I have half | 
an hour to conclude the debate; that at two 
o'clock we commence voting, with the under- 
standing that on all new amendments there 


shall be allowed five minutes for explanation | 


to any one, either for or against. 
Mr. FOWLER. I would suggest that in- | 


stead of two we vote at three. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the | 
Senator from Nevada alter’ the time to three | 
o'clock? - | 

Several Sexators. That is better. 

Mr. STEWART. Then at half past two I | 
shall have half an hour, and let the voting | 
commence at three o'clock. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifthe propo- 
sition is understood the Chair will ask if there 
is any objection to it? | 

Mr. CASSERLY. I object. i 

Mr. STOCKTON. I object. I move that i 


Will the Senator give |, 
: proposition. 


sion. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


. Chamber, probab! 


when the Senate adjourns, itadjourn to meet on 
Monday. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Tobject to putting that ques- 
tion. It is out of order. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then move to pass over 
-the hill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
night—— 


Either have a vote to- 


Mr. STEWART. No; let us finish this bill. | 


Finish it ` 


Mr. CHANDLER and others. 


now. 

Mr. STEWART. We have tried to get an 
agreement. Now let us finish the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Tennessee is entitled’to the floor. 

Mr. FOWLER. 
be withdrawn. 

Mr. STEWART. 
arrangement now. 
the proposition. 


Let us go on. I withdraw 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


from Tennessee is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. FOWLER. Mr. President—— 


Mr. THAYER. Before the Senator pro- | 
| ceeds, lask my friend from California if he 


‘ will not 


Mr. STEWART. 


I have withdrawn the 


Mr. THAYER. 
fornia will withdraw his objection there will 
be no further trouble. 

That is ended. 


Mr. STEWART. 
go on with the bill. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think it is not ended. 
I think the Senator from California will with- 
draw his objection; but if not, if everybody 


Let us 


agrees to it bat the Senator from California, | 


then we can let him speak as long as he 
chooses to-morrow, and we can vote when he 


gets throtigh. 
Mr. THAYER. If he will withdraw the 


` objection, what is the trouble with my friend 


from Nevada? 
Mr. CASSERLY. The Senator from Ohio 
[Mr. Suerman] brought in here this evening 


- at almost the end of this discussion an amend- 
. ment in three sections which is more objec- | 
tionable than anything that has been thought | 


of by anybody on any side in connection with 
this bill. It is an amendment that ought to be 
discussed for a week before it is passed. If it 
took a week to expose its propositions a week 
ought to be given; it never could be better 
bestowed; and, for one, I am very reluctant 
to consent to limit debate on a subject as new 
as that and as obnoxious in every respect. 

Mr. FOWLER. We shall not gain anything 

_ by continuing on to-night. 

| "Mr. CASSERLY. I do not know why any 
point should be made of terminating the debate 

, at a particular hour to-morrow. Here is a new 
subject, entirely new, brought into the discus- 

That is my objection. 


from Tennessee is entitled to the floor. 


1x. 
i Mr. MORTON obtained the floor. 
| Mr. CASSERLY. Will the Senator allow 


| me to make an observation ? 


Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 
finding the Senator from Ohio has left the 


| desiring, so far as Í am individually concerned, 


convenience and wishes of a large majority of 


| I made awhile ago to any arrangement that 


say but a few words. 

now, in general terms, 
the Democratic Senators on 
regard to this amendment? Let us see if we 
cannot understand in general terms their posi- 
| tion, what may be called the Democratic posi- 
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I think the objection will : 


I do not propose any : 


If the Senator from Cali- ; 


Mr. FOWLER resumed and concluded his 
speech, which will be published in the Appen- ' 


Mr. CASSERLY. I simply wish to say that | 
for the evening, and not | 
to set up any objection of mine against the . 
the Senate, I desire to withdraw the objection ' 


may be made that is satisfactory to the Senate ` 


tion. It has been expounded by the Senator 
from Tennessee who has just taken his seat, 
: (Mr. Fownur,] the Senator from California, 
; [Mr. Casser zy, ] the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. 
'Thurman,] and the Senator from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Davis.] I understood it to be this: that 
the fifteenth amendment contains no grant of 
power, but is simply in the nature of a prohi- 
bition; that its effect is simply and solely to 
deny to the United States the power to abridge 
_ suffrage on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, and to deny to any State 
the nes to do it for those reasons; but that 
the Congress of the United States has no power 
to legislate to enforce that right. That I under- 
stand to be the general position; and if I am 
not correct I should be glad to be corrected. 
Mr. FOWLER. I wish to correct the Sen- 
ator on that point so far as he refers to me. 
li The first section of that amendment is the pro- 


| hibition on the Government of the United 
li States and the States. Iam not certain as to 
the extent of the power under the second sec- 
tion. I mean to say this, though: that it cannot 
go so far as to enforce State laws, to make that 
|I| criminal in a State which is a violation of a 
| State law. That is the point I make. 

Mr. MORTON. The first observation I have 
to make npon this general position occupied 
| by our Democratic friends is that itis in ac- 

cordance with the position they have taken in 
nearly all constitutional powers. They assert 
a want of power in the General Government. 
Now, sir, what is the spirit and the true intent 
of the fifteenth amendment, as we all remem- 
ber it when it passed in this Chamber, as will 
be shown by the Congressional Globe, by allthe 
discussions, as it is understood by the country ? 
What is the*true intent and spirit of that 
' amendment? It is that the colored man, so 
far as voting is concerned, shall be placed upon 
the same level and footing with the white man, 
and that Congress shall have the power to 
secure to him that right. Is not that the spirit 
and the intent of that amendment as we all. 
/ remember it when it passed this Chamber, that 
the colored man shall be placed on the same 
| footing in regard to voting with the white man, 
|; and that Congress shali have the power to 
|} secure him in the enjoyment of that right? 
|| Now, the ground these Democratic Senators 
i take is, that any law passed by Congress abridg- 
|| ing the right of the colored man to vote is 
| simply unconstitutional and void ; that any law 
or constitution adopted by a State to abridge 
the right of the colored man to vote is simply 
unconstitutional and void; and there it stops. 
If it stops there, what is the use of the second 
section of the article, which declares that Con- 
gress shall have the power by appropriate legis- 
lation to enforce it? That second section is 
intended to give to Congress the power of con- 
- ferring upon the colored man the full enjoyment 
of his right. We so understood it when we 
passed it. The debates will show that that was 
, the understanding. 
If the construction adopted by the Senator 
. from Tennessee and others is correct the sec- 
ond section is a nallity; the whole effect of 
+ the fifteenth amendment is that any State law 
© prohibiting colored suftrage is void ; and there 
itstops. That is their argament. If it stops 
: there, the second section is nugatory and un- 
necessary. We know that the second section 
was put there for the purpose of enabling Con- 
gress itself to carry out the provision. It was 
not to be left to State legislation. If there is 
_ any doubt about the understanding with which 
that was passed we can refer to the debates in 
| the Globe, for it is but little over a year ago 
since it was done. We know that it was put 
there for the purpose of enabling Congress to 
take every step that might be necessary to 
secure the colored man in the enjoyment of’ 


H 
| 
| 
| 
I| Now, sir, we take both of these sections 
|| together, we construe them in harmony with 


i!l each other, and they give to us all the power 
|| that is claimed by this bill, But we are met 
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by the same narrow rule of construction, that 
there is no power to do anything; it must all 
be left to the States. 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
me to interrupt him? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. f 

Mr. CASSERLY. It would seem from the |! 
drift of the Senator’s remarks that he includes 
me as one of those who take the ground which 
he is now assailing. Ido not wish to occupy ` 
the time of the Senate at this late hour; but I 
ought to say, in response to the challenge of 
the Senator from Indiana, that that is not pre- 
cisely my position as I endeavored to state it. 
My pesition was this: that the fifteenth amend- 
ment operates upon the United States and upon 
the States; that the fifteenth amendment oper- 
ates t9 make invalid and void any legislation 
of the United States or of any State that is in 
conflict with its provisions. That is the pri- 
wary effect and operation of the amendment. 
I said, if it does operate upon persons it can 
only operate upon such persons as are ofticially 
related to the United States or to the States, 
and who, under color of some statute or ordin- 
ance of the United States, or of a State, un- : 
dertake to intringe the fifteenth amendment. 
‘That was my position. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I understood 
the Senator substantially that way, and I sug- 
gest that his explanation does not vary mate- 
rially ny statement. I understood the Senator 
to take the position that this amendment oper- 
ates upon the constitutional power of Congress 
and upon the power of the State, denying the 
power to pass any law abridging the right of 
suffrage, but that it does not operate upon in- . 
dividuals as such. He makes this explanation, 
that if it does operate upon individuals, which 
ldo not understand him to admit even now, 
it would be because they were operating under | 
color of some United States law or a law of .. 
some State. That brings him back to the 
same position. I state the position as being |: 
iu conflict with that which we intended by , 
that amendment, to place the colored man 
upon the same footing, with regard to suffrage, 
that the white man occupies, and to give to ` 
Congress the power necessary to enable him | 
to enjoy it fully; and that involves the exer- ‘| 
cise of the power upon individuals. I repeat | 
again, and it mast be fresh in the recollection | 
of most members of the Senate, that the de- || 
bates upon the adoption of that constitutional || 
amendment will show that it was adopted with ` 
that understanding and spirit. I never heard ` 
the construction that has been given to it | 
in the argument on this bill, that it operated | 
only upon States as municipal corporations and 
upon the United States. I never heard that | 
position taken, I believe, throughout the long 
and interesting debate which took place on the 
passage of the amendment. I never heard it || 
until to-day. ; i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- | 
ROY in the chair.) The question is on the | 
amendment. 

Mr. WILLEY. I desireto make an inquiry. | 
If this amendment be adopted and substituted | 


Will the Senator allow | 


tees of the House bill, will it then beamend- | 
able? il 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
before the Senate at this time is on the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Obio (Mr. 
SHERMAN] not now in his seat. That is an. 
amendinent to au amendment. 
Mr. WILLEY. That is an amendment to | 
the amendment of the Senator from Nevada? | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 
If that is adopted it will still be open to amend- 
ment, j 
Mr. WILLEY. Idesireto amend the amend- 
meut of the Senator from Nevada, bat I do not 


care to do so now. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
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suppose I have a right to do it. 


tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom 
Ohio. | 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Let us have 
the yeas and nays on that, 
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| Several Senators. Oh, no; let us havea 


division. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Very well; 
İ will withdraw that call and ask for a division. 

The question being put, there were ona divis- 
ion—ayes 20, noes 14; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us have the yeas and 


’ nays, 


Mr. CASSERLY, (at twenty minutes to 


` twelve o'clock, p, m.) I move that the Senate 


do now adjourn. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Oh, no. 
Mr. CASSERLY. I make the motion. 


quorum here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California moves that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. CASSERLY. And on that motion I 
call for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being |: 


taken, resulted—yeas 9, nays 36; as follows: 
YEAS~—Messrs. Casserly, Davis, Fowler, Hamilton 


. of Maryland, Johnston, McCreery, Stockton, Thur- 


man, and Vickers—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Carpenter, 
Chandler, Cole, Corbett. Cragin, Flanagan, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Harris, Howe, Howell, McDonald, Morrill 
of Maine, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, 
Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, Rice, Ross, Sawyer, 
Scott, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Warner, 
Willey, Williams, and Yates—36. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Cattell, Conk- 
ling, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, Gilbert, Ham- 
ilton of Texas, Howard, Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of 
Vermont, Norton, Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, 
Sherman, Sprague, Tipton, Trumbull, and W ilson—27. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MORTON. I desire to submit an amend- 
ment, to be inserted as the fifth section of the 
bill, in place of the one that has been stricken 


' out, and with the permission of the Senate I 


will read it myself. 


- Mr. WILLIAMS. The amendment of the | 
Senator from Ohio has not yet been disposed of. | 


Mr. MORTON. I thought it was. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No 
called for upon it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us divide again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a 
quorum in the Senate at this time, and the 
Chair will put the question again. 

Mr. HARLAN. I desire to have the 
ing question stated. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion before the Senate is on the adoption of the 
amendment moved by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I guess that had better 
be read. I believe it has. not been read yet; 
at any rate, not more than once. 

Mr. CASSERLY. [ask to have that amend- 
ment read. I am very certain that Senators 
cannot be aware of its character, or it never 
could. have obtained twenty votes, as it did 
awhile ago. 

. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio will be reported, 
as modified. - 

The Secretary read the amendment, as mod- 


pend- 


| ified, as follows: : 


And beit further enacted, That if at any election ` 
i| for Representative or Delegate in the Congress of 


the United States any person shall: knowingly per- 
sonate and vote, or attempt to vote, in the name of 
any other person, whether living, dead, or fictitious; 
or vote more than once at the same election for any 


candidate for the same office; or vote at a place | 
where he may not be lawfully entitled to vote; or : 
vote without having a lawful right to vote; or do |: 


any unlawful act to secure arightor an opportunity 
to vote for himself or any other ponon; or by force, 
threat, menace, intimidation, bribery, reward, or 
offer, or promise thereof, or otherwise unlawfully 


prevent any qualified voter of any State of the Uni- , 


& 


ted States of America, or of any Territory thereof, 
from freely exercising the right of suffrage, or by 
any such means induce any voter. to refuse to exer- 
cise such right; or compel or induce, by any sach 
means or otherwise, any officer of an election, in any 
such State or Territory, to receive a vote from a per- 
son not legally qualified or entitled to vote; or inter- 
fere in any manner with any officer of said elections 
in the discharge of his duties; or, by any of such 


means or otherwise, inducé any officer of an election, | 


or officer whose daty it isto ascertain, announce, or 
deciare-the result of any such election, or give or 
make any certificate, document, or evidence in rela- 
tion thereto, to violate or refuse to cumply with his 


I. 
There is no ` 


; there was a division 


| duty or any law regulating tho same: or knowingly 
| and willfully receive the vote of any person not en- 
|! titled to vote; or refuse to receive the vote of any 
| person entitled to vote; or aid, counsel, procure, or 
n advise any such voter, person, or oflicer to do any act 
n hereby made a crime or to omit to do any duty the 
omission of which is hereby made acrime, or attempt 
to do so, every such person shall be deemed guilty 
of a crime, and shall for such crime be liable to in- 
dictment in any court of the United States of com- 
= petent jurisdiction; and on conviction thereof shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding $500, or by im- 
prisonment for aterm not exceeding three years, or 
both, in the discretion of the court, and shall pay the 
costs of prosecution. 

And be it further enacted, That if at any registra- 
tion of voters for an election for Representative or 
: Delegate in the Congress of the United States any 
' person shall knowingly personate and register, or 
, attempt to register in the name of any other person, 
_ whether living, dead, or fictitious; or register, or 
,/ attempt toregister, at a place where he shall not be 
| lawfully entitled to register; or register, or attempt 
| to register, not having a lawful right so to do; or do 
| any unlawful act to secure registration for himself 
|; or any other person; or by force, threat, menace, 
| 
| 


ogee 


: intimidation, bribery, reward, or offer, or promise 
thereof, or otherwise, unlawfully prevent or hinder 
i: any person having a lawful right to regiater from 
i duly exercising such right; or compel or induce, by 
any such means, or otherwise, any officer of registra- 
tion to admit to registration any person not legally 
entitled thereto; or interfere in any manner with 
any officer of registration in the discharge of his 
duties; or by any such means or otrerwise induce 
any officcrof registration to violate or refuse to com- 
ply with his duty, or any law regulating the same; 
or knowingly and willfully receive the vote of any 
person not entitled to vote, or refuse to receive the 
voteofany person entitled to vote;oraid, counsel, pro- 
cure, or advise any such voter, person, or oflicer todo 
) any act hereby madea crime; or to omit any act, the 
omission of which is hereby made acrime, every such 
person shall be deemed guilty of a crime, and shall 
be linble to indictment and punishment therefor, as 
provided in the first section of this act for persons 
| guilty of any of the crimes therein specified. 

And be it further enacted, That if any person shall 
by force, threat, menace, intimidation, or otherwise 
unlawfully prevent any citizen of citizens from as- 
sembling in public meeting, to freely discuss or hear 

| discussed the claims or merits of any candidate for 

' the office of Representative or Delegate in Congress 
or of any officer of the Government of the Unite 
States; or the laws or measures of Congress, or any 
measure existing, pending, or proposed, affecting 
the Government of the United States, or any Depart- 
ment or officer thereof; or if any person shail by 
any such means break up, disperse, or molest an 
such assemblage, or molest any citizen in or of suc 
assemblage, every person so offending shall be 
deemed guilty of a crime, and shal! be liable to in- 
dictment and punishment therefor, as provided in 

. the first section of this act for persons guilty of any 


of the crimes therein specified. 
Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, itis eighty- 
one years since this Government went into 
| operation. During that period almost every 
| party that has existed in the country has at 
| some time or other been in the ascendency in 
| these Halls; but never until now was such a 
proposition as that made in the Congress of 
< the United States. For eighty-one years this 
people went on in a career of prosperity, of 
` liberty, and of constitutional law—— 
| Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from 
i Ohio allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 
| Mr. THURMAN. I beg the Senator not to 
| interrupt me in the middle of a sentence— 
| 


without any human being supposing for an 
instant that such a proposition as that amend- 
+ ment could receive the sanction of an Amer- 
‘jean Congress. But now, sir, within thirty 
i days of the adoption of the fifteenth amend- 
ment, or the proclamation of its adoption, on 
the bill to enforce the fifteenth amendment, 
this proposition, which has no more relation 
‘to the fifteenth amendment than it has to the 
| solar system, is introduced here in the last 
hours of a night session, and the American 
Senate is asked to adopt it. . 

Mr. President, I do not know what this bill 
is to become. I do not know how much is to 
be carried under it. I do not know how much 
this love of the colored race, or, as I believe 
it, this struggle for negro votes; I donot koow 
how much that proposition, that expectation, 
and that desire, are expected to carry with 
them. I know they will carry. a great deal; 
but I trust there is still enough of reflection in 
i the American Senate to preveut their carrying 
such a proposition as this. -It is in no wise 
i germane to this bill; it has nothing to do with 
'i this bill; and unless you want to make this 
| a perfect omnibus bill this amendment, which 
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Mr. THURMAN. If the proposition I have 


the mover of it has not seen fit to stay here | six days in the week, especially when we are 


and defend, ought to be cast out, and to stand 
on its own merits. 
But, sir, that is not all. 


i 


This amendment ` 


is offered here without ever having passed the ` 


House of Representatives, or without ever |: 


having been considered by any committee of 
the Senate. You are asked here, at the hour 
cf midnight, to adopt an amendment which no 


committee of the Senate has ever considered, | 


which nobody in the Senate has considered. 
You are asked to adopt this amendment, going 
into the most sacred rights of the States and 
ot the people; to adopt an amendment the 
necessity for which, if there is any, equally 
existed eighty years ago, and yet which no 
statesman, no lawyer, no politician for eighty 
years ever thought of proposing to the Ameri- 
can Congress. You are asked at the hour of 
midnight to adopt this long amendment of 
three sections, without the slightest considera- 
tion by any committee whatsoever of this body. 
That is legislation for you! ‘That is legislation 
touching the rights of the United States, of 
the States, and of the people! That is legisla- 
tion indeed, to propose such a thing as this at 


this hour, and to ask the Senate to vote upon it! | 


Mr. President, I appeal to the Senate to jus- 
tify the truth of what [say when I declare that 
the few Democrats on this floor have never on 
any occasion whatsoever sought by any unjust 
means, by any indirect means, by any means 
of delay whatsoever, to prevent the majority of 
the Senate from carrying the measures that were 
acceptable tothat majority. We have argued, 
as we were bound to do if we had the least 
self-respect, if we had the least respect for our 
constituency, against measyres which you pre- 
ferred, but to which we were opposed. 1 sub- 
mit that we have done thatlike men. We have 
never sought to delay measures by dilatory 
means or by any dilatory process whatever. 
When you have demanded night sessions we 
have acceded to them. When you have required 
votes to be taken at a particular time we have 
acceded to your wishes. We have never sought 
to delay you. We have never sought to do aay- 
thing but exercise our rights. And now] putit 
to you if itis just, if it is magnanimous, if it is 
right in you to force such a proposition as this 
at the hour of midnight upon the American 
Senate without any chance to discuss it at all? 
If the majority here shall do it, it will be simply 
the triumph of the brute force of numbers 
against the reasoning powers of the Senate. 

Sir, I hope, for the credit of the American 
Senate, that it will not bedone. We were ad- 
vertised of no such proposition as this. Last 
Monday the Senator from Nevada asked the 
Senate to pass by all other orders and take up 
the bill, to do what? To enforce the fifteenth 
amendment. The Senate had scarcely ac- 
ceded to his desire before he moved an amend- 
ment to enforce the fourteenth amendment. 
‘That strack us with something of astonishment. 
We thought we were to act upon a bill simply 


to enforce the fifteenth amendment; but that | 
bill was hardly before the Senate before the |' 


Senator introduced an amendment to enforce 


the fourteenth amendment. After a day or two | 


the Senate laid his bill by and took up the House 
bill; and now we have a proposition, not to en- 
force the fourteenth amendment, but to go upon 
a wholly different proposition and upon a per- 
fectly ridiculous and absurd interpretation of 
that provision which authorizes Congress to 
regulate the times, places, and manner of hold- 
ing elections of members of Congress. I say 
it upon my responsibility as a lawyer and a 


man, upon.a perfectly absurd and ridiculous | 
interpretation of that provision we are asked . 


at midnight to vote three sections on this bill, 
though no lawyer, no statesman, no man in 
his senses for eighty years ever thought that 
appropriate legislation or permissible legisla- 
tion by Congress. ; 

Senators, | ask youunder these circumstances 
to agree to the proposition that I have to make 
to you. 


to sit until midnight again and again. We 


' ought to have Saturday to ourselves for rest, 
for recreation, for business outside of this 


Chamber. I propose to you now, by unani- 
mous consent that you adjourn overto Monday, 
and that at three o'clock on Monday we 
vote—— 


Mr. SUMNER. Thatis a good proposition. 


Mr. THURMAN. That at half past two ': 
: o'clock on Monday the floor be given to the ; 


‘Senator from Nevada, who has this bill in 
‘ charge; that he be allowed to close the debate 


in a speech which will end at three o'clock, 
which will give him half an hour, which I 
understand to be all he desires—~and if he 
desires more Iam perfectly willing to accord 
it to him—that then on all new amendments 


each Senator may speak five minutes for or , 


against, and that on Monday afternoon we thus 
dispose of this whole subject. I ask that in 
the name of fairness; I ask it in the name of 
justice; I ask it that it may not be said that 
this Forty- First Congress, at midnight, reversed 
the whole practice of the Government for 
eighty years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Do the Sen- 
ate understand the proposition of the Senator 
from Ohio? 

Mr. STEWART. I could not consent to 
that on account of the objection of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations. He 
objects to it. 

Mr. THURMAN. He is not here, and does 
not object. 

Mr. STEWART. 
on his account. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let him be.waked up. 
There he lies on the sofa, 

Mr. NYE. He is evidently not within sound 
of the Capitol, for if he had been the Senator’s 


I promised not to do it 


speech would have waked himup. [Laughter. ]- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will put the question to the Senate. Is there 
any objection to the proposition made by the 
Senator from Ohio, that by unanimous con- 
sent—— ` 

Mr. STEWART. I cannot consent to it 
until the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations agrees to it. 


ator from Nevada objects. 
Mr. SUMNER. I hope there will be no 
objection to that. I think we ought not to 


. come here to-morrow; and I think the propo- 


sition of the Senator from Ohio is a reasonable 
one, which, under the circumstances, at this 
late hour, ought to be accepted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any 
objection.to the proposition made by the Sen: 


i ator from Ohio? 


I do not believe we should ait here i| 


Mr. STEWART. Fix it for to-morrow, and : 


I think the Senatorfrom Maine will agree to it. 
Mr. THURMAN. Oh, no; not to-morrow. 
Mr. STEWART. 


' appropriation bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. .Objection 


being made, the proposition cannot be con- | 1 
i| move to strike out the last section of the 


sidered. 

Mr. STEWART. Allow me to state my 
reason. Last Monday it was insisted that this 
bill should be taken up, and we thought we 


‘| should get through with it in a day or two. 


The chairman of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions thought it a great hardship to put aside 
the appropriation bill. He now insists that 
this bill shall be determined this week, so that 
he can have Monday for the appropriation Dill; 
and as he has been so liberal as to give way 
to this bill I cannot consent to anything which 
will delay action. 


Mr. SUMNER. If the chairman of the 


| Committee on Appropriations does not have 


Monday, he will have Tuesday ; that is the only 
difference. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques: | 


tion before the Senate is on the amendment 
moved by the Senator from Ohio. The Senate 
were dividing on that question. 


i 
t 
t 


| 


: the powers ot Congress. 


made is objected to, we must debate that 
amendment. I am sorry for it; but there is 
no help for it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Let us divide on it first; 
and perhaps we may vote it down. 

Mr. THURMAN. But then we shall not 
have a right to debate it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Then you can call for 
the yeas and nays, and debate it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Very well; if we can 


i: vote it down I shall be very glad to be saved 


: the necessity of debating it. 

Mr.SUMNER. Senators speak very lightly 
about voting thisamendment down. I hope 
it will not be voted down. It is an important 
proposition, as important as anything in the 
bill, and, in my judgment, germane to the bill; 
nor have I any question that it is entirely within 

I submit myself to 
| the judgment of the Senator from Ohio Í know, 
| who saysthat no lawyer, no politician, no states-' 
| man will affirm it, I affirm it, I donotdoubt 
that it is.completely within the powers of Con- 
gress; and if the Senator will go back to the 
| language of James Madison, unless lam much 
' mistaken, he will find that Madison specifically 
declares the plenary powers of Congress over 


this whole subject. I cannot be mistaken. But 


We cannot put off the : 


|| to public meetings. 
t 


I do not need the authority of James Madison 
on this occasion. Itake the text of the Con- 
stitution and the reason of. the case. Those 
two are enough. The proposed amendment is 
constitutional. ‘I cannot doubt it. I hope there- 
fore that we shall not abandon it. We have it 
am within our power, and let us put it on the 
Aid. 

But then I agree with the Senatar from Ohio 
that it is inexpedient to provoke a night dis- 
cussion of this question. I think ‘‘ the better 
part of valor is discretion,’’ and that, consid- 

‘ering the hour of the clock, it would be much 
better, while the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations perhaps sleeps, [laughter, | 
that we should go home— 

Mr. NYE. He is here now. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; he was not 

‘here a moment ago—with the understanding 

| that we shall come here on Monday and vote, 


|| according to the proposition of the Senator 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- || 


from Ohio. . ba 
Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I still 
| hope the Senate will agree to my proposition ; 
but before the Senate do agree to it I] desire to 
express the extreme satisfaction that I feel in 
hearing the Senator from Massachusetts quote 
the authority of James Madison, the. author of 
the Virginia resolutions of 1798, and the re- 
port that was made on those resolutions. I 
love very much to hear so -high an authority 
upon the meaning of the Constitution of the 
nited States, and when next the Senator 
‘taunts this little knot around me with their 
| State-rights doctrines, I hope he will excuse us 
if we refer to the fact that at midnight on this 
‘occasion he appeals to the name of James 
| Madison. 
' Mr. HAMLIN. 


Itis not now in order to 


| amendment of the Senator from Ohio, is it? 
| Mr. STEWART. That can be done by 
i unanimous consent. 
; The PRESIDING OFFICER. This being 
| an amendment tọ an amendment it is not 
i strictly in order; but if the Senate consent to 
| it unanimously it can be done. Anything can 
! be done by unanimous consent. f 
Mr. SUMNER. What is the last section ? 
Mr. HAMLIN. The section which relates 
I thiak that section ought 
to be stricken out, and then 1 certainly would 
vote for the test of it; but I would not vote for 
i it with that section in it. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is thereany 
| objection f E 
Mr. THURMAN. What is the proposition ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. To strise out 
the. third section of the amendment of the Sen- 
| ator from Ohio. 
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mous consent? Ifit does, I object. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then let us vote down the ; 
amendment to the amendment, and we can ` 
then offer it with that section omitted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The ques- 
tion is on the amendment moved by the Senator 
from Ohio, upon which the Senate were divid- 


ing. 

Sir. CASSERLY. There will have to be 
some debate before that question is taken. 

Mr. THURMAN. I rise toa question of 
order. The House bill is before the Senate. 
The Senator from Nevada moved to amend by 
striking outall of the House bill after the enact- 
ing clause and inserting the Senate bill. My 
colleague gave notice that he would move to 
the bill the proposition which he read. The 
vote could not be taken onthat. The question 
now is, Í take it, on the amendment of the 
Senator from Nevada. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Oh, no. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, then, if the amend- 
ment of my colleague is an amendment to an 
amendment, there it ends, does it not? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then is the amendment 
of the Senator from Maine in order? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have not offered any 
amendment. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will state the question. The Senator from 
@hio moved to amend the amendment of the 
Senator from Nevada, which was an amend- 
ment to the House bill. No further amend- 
ment can be entertained until the amendment 
moved by the Senator from Ohio is disposed of. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us vote that down, in 
order that we may offer it in another shape. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected ; there being on a division—ayes 14, 
noes 26. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I now offer that same amend- 
ment, with the section omitted that I objected 
to—the third section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be reported. i 

The Secretary read the section omitted by 
Mr. HAMLIN from the amendment, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That if any person shall 
by force, threat, menace, intimidation, or otherwise 
unlawfully prevent any citizen or citizens from assem- 
bling in public meeting, to freely discuss or hear dis- 
cussed the claims or merits of any candidato for the 
ofice of Representative or Delegate in Congress, or 
of any officer of the Government of the United States; 
or the laws or measures of Congress, or any measure 
existing, pending, or proposed, affecting the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or any Department or oth- 
cer thereof; orif any person shall by any such means 
break up, disperse, or molest any such assemblage, 
or molest any citizen in or of such assemblage, every 
person so offending shall be deemed guilty ot acrime, 
and shall be liable to indictment and punishment 
therefor, as provided in the first section of this act for 
persons guilty of any of the crimes therein specified. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The Secretary has read the 
section which I have omitted; and then I offer 
the identical amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio, omitting the section which has been read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- ` 
tion before the Senate is on the adoption of the 
amendment moved by the Senator from Maine, 
which contains the first two sections of the 
amendment moved by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. THURMAN. I want to know what the 
amendment is. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The first two sections ofthe , 
amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. THURMAN. [ask that those sections ' 
be reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
tions will be read. 

The Secretary read the sections proposed to » 
be added, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, Thatif atany election for . 

epresentative or Delegate in the Congress of the | 
United States any person shall knowingly personate 
and vote, or attempt to vote, in the name of any |: 
other person, whether living, dead, or fictitious; or || 
vote more than once at the same election for any | 
candidate for the same office; or vote at a place |; 
where he may not be lawfully entitled to vote; or. || 
vote without having a lawful right to vote; or do i 
any unlawful act to secure a right or an opportunity |! 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Does it require unani- | 
| 


The sec- , 
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- of election 


: State. 


! of Congress. 


to vote for himself or any other person ; or by force, 
threat, menace, intimidation, bribery, reward, or 
offer, or promise thercof, or otherwiso, unlawfully 
prevent any qualified voter of any Stateofthe United 
States of Amcrica, or of any Territory thereof, from 
freely exercising the right of suffrage, or by any such 
means induce any voter to refuso to exercise such 
right; or compel or induco by any such means or 
otherwise any ofticer of an election in any such State 


legally qualified or entitled to vote; or interfere in 
any manner with any officer of said elections in the 
discharge of his duties; or by auy of such means or 
otherwise induce any officer of an election, or ofticer 


The bill covers elections for members of Con- 
gress and covers all State elections. These 
two sections cover all elections at which mem- 
bers of Congress are elected. Then if you 


| put these two sections on the bill and pass the 


bill vou have this beautiful thing to exhibit as 


er wis ‘to the wisdom of the Senate of the United 
or Territory to receive a vote from a person not :' 


States, that in the bill as it passed the House 
of Representatives, or in the substitute offered 


_ by the Senator from Nevada, there is one set 


whose duty it is to ascertain, announce, or declaro | 


the result of any such election, or give or make any 
certificate, document, or evidence in relation thercto, 
to violate or refuso to comply with his duty or any 


receive tho vote of any person not entitled to vote, 
or refuse to reccive the voto of any person entitled 
to vote; or aid, counsel, procure, or advise any such 
voter, person, or officer to do any act hereby made a 
crimo, or tu omit to do any duty the omission of which 
is hereby made a crime, or attempt to do go, overy 
such person shall be deemed guilty of a crime, and 
shall for such crime bo liable to indictment in any 


court of the United States of competent jurisdiction, ` 


and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding $500, or by imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding three years, or both, in the dis- 
cretion of the court, and shall pay the costs of proso- 
cution. 

And be it further enacted, That if at any registra- 
tion of voters for an election for Representative or 
Delegate in the Congress of the United States any 
person shall knowingly personate and register, or 
attempt to register, in the name of any other person, 
whether living, dead, or fictitious, or register, or gt- 
tempt to register ata place where he shall not be law- 
fully entitled to register; or register, or attempt to 
register, not having alawful rightso to do; ordoany 


unlawful act to secure registration for himself or any ' 
other person; or by force, threat, menace, intimida- | 


tion, bribery, reward, or offer, or promise thereof, or 


| detail. 


otherwise, unlawfully prevent or hinder any person | 


having a lawfulright to register from duly exercising 
such right; or compel or induce, by any such means 


or otherwise, any officer of registration to admit to ; 


registration any person not legally entitled thereto ; 
or interfere in any manner with any officer of regis- 


tration in the dischargo of his duties; or by any such | 


means or otherwise induce any officer of registration 


to violate or refuse to comply with his duty, or any ' 


law regulating the same; or knowingly and willfully 
receive the vote of any person not entitled to vote, 
or refuse to receive the vote of any person entitled 
to vote; or aid, counsel, procure, or advise any such 
voter, person, or officer to do any act hereby mado a 
crime, or to omit any act, the omission of which 
hereby made a crime, every such person shall be 
deemed guilty of a crime, and shall be liable to in- 
dictment and punishment therefor, as provided in 
the first section of this act for persons guilty of any 
of the crimes therein specified. P 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, now this | 


is really a very fine illustration of the propri- 


18 : 


ety of adding amendments to a bill like this | 


at this hour of the night; amendments that 
have never been considered in any committee 
at all, and which the Senate cannot, from the 
very necessity of the case, consider as they 
ought to do. I appeal to my friend from 
Maine, a man of cool, good judgment, as I 
know from an acquaintance of twenty-five 
years, to think for one moment what would 
be the condition of this bill if these two sec- 
tions were added to it and the bill were passed. 
What do these sections propose, what do they 


‘ cover? They cover the cases of elections for 


Representatives in Congress, as well as the 
election for electors of President and Vice 
President. 
to the election? 

Mr. STEWART. The.words “ electors of 


: President and Vice President’’ are stricken 
: out. i 


Mr. THURMAN. No; they are not. > - 
Mr. STEWART. Yes; the amendment was 
so modified by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 


! SHERMAN] before he left. 


Mr. THURMAN. Then it covers the case 
of members of Congress, does it 
not? í SS 
Mr. STEWART. Yes, sir. 
Mr. THURMAN. Now, sir, in almost every 
State in the Union members of Congress are 


; elected at the same time that the officers of the 


State are elected; I believe it is so in every 
I do not know a State in the Union in 
which there is a separate election for members 
Very well, then—now mark it, 
and I pray Senators to listen to me-—these two 


sections cover precisely the same elections that. 


are covered by the bill under consideration. 


of penalties for these identical offenses men- 
tioned in the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Maine, and in the amendment offered 


i 5 n e } a T c] $ 
law regulating the same; or knowingly and willfully | by the Senator from Maine there is a wholly 


different set of penalties. 

Now, will my friend from Maine tell me what 
a court is to do under these circumstances? In 
the one bill, for identically the same offenses 
mentioned in this amendment which he offers, 
the penalties are $500 fine and an imprison- 
ment of not less than one month nor more than 
one year; in the amendment which he offers 
there is imprisonment for three years in the 
penitentiary for identically the same offense. 
Could you have any better illustration of the 
utter absurdity of attempting to ingraft such 
provisions as this on this bill here after mid- 
night without ever having been considered by 
any committee at all? I say the Senate would 
be the laughing-stock of the country if it did 
any such thing as that. 

But, Mr. President, that is not all. What 
isit that this bill proposes? Iam dealing in 
I think I have proved throughout this 
whole debate that I am something of a prac- 
tical man ; at least taking a practical view of 
this subject. But what further? I ask the 
lawyers of the Senate, at least, to listen to me. 
There is a class of cases in which when Con- 
gress does not act the States may act; when 
Congress does not exercise the power con- 
ferred upon it by the Constitution, the States 
may exercise the power conferred upon them 
by the constitution of the State ; but when Con- 
gress does act, then its action excludes all the 
action of the States. A single illustration will 
suffice. So long as Congress passes no bank- 
rupt law every State may pass a bankrupt law, 
or an insolvent law in the nature of à bankrupt 
law. Every State had sucha law so long as you 
had no bankrupt law in existence. You passed a 
bankrupt law, and what was the effect of that ? 
Your Supreme Court has decided that, ipso 
facto, it repealed every insolvent law of the 
States; that every one of them became a nul- 


_ lity upon the passage by Congress of the bank- 


ruptlaw. Whyso? Because the power to passa 


' bankrupt law was conferred upon Congress. So 
' long as Congress did not exercise that power’ 


it was in abeyance, and the States might exer- 


: cise the power conferred by the State consti- 
| tutions to pass insolvent laws. 
: Constitution of the United States and the laws 
i made in pursuance thereof are the paramount 
| law of the land, anything in any State consti- 
! tution or laws to the contrary notwithstanding, 
Now, what is the effect in regard | 


But as the 


the moment you passed a bankrupt law that 


i moment the insolvent laws of the States be- 


i came utterly null and void. So that now— 
, and I ask my friends to observe it—if you have 
‘power under the Constitution to passa law 
' punishing such frauds, misconduct, and viola- 


‘| tions of law at elections as this amendment 


contemplates it isa power paramount to any 


i| power of the State to punish frauds and mis- 
i conduct at the same elections; and the mo- 


ment you pass this law every State statute 
that punishes fraud at elections, every State 
statute that punishes misconduct of election 
officers, every State statute that punishes frauds 
upon registration or misconduct in registra- 


i tion officers, falls to the ground and becomes 


absolutely null and void. That isthe effect if 
you have the power to pass this amendment 


‘at all. 


I appeal to my friends if they are willing to 
do any such thing as that. I appeal to them 
in the name of the sanctity of the ballot-box, 
in the name of the purity of elections, in which 
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Tam as much interested as they are, in which | Nr. THURMAN. Certainly. 


I have as deep an interest as they have, in, 
which I feel as much concern as they can feel. 
I appeal to them as a practical question, which 
will be the most ellicient, the State laws to pre- 
serve the purity of elections, with the State 
courts, the State machinery, with courts in 
every county, grand juries in every county, the 
people in every county, to punish frauds at 
elections, or a United States Federal court, a 
district court, sitting at one place in a State; 
and yet you propose here blindly to strike 
down every State law to preserve the purity of 
election ! 

Could the madness of party go further than 
this? Could the madness of centralization go 
further than this? Could there be more jadi- 
cial blindness in the world than this, that you 
should propose to preserve the purity of the 
ballot: box at elections that cover all the elec- 
tions for State ofticers, and county officers too, 
(for they take place in all the States at the same 
time that Congressmen are elected,) by a law 
that provides simply for indictments in the 
district court of the United States, sitting at 
one place in a State! 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator from 
Ohio allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. THURMAN. A thousand. 

Mr. CARPENTER, One will be sufficient. 
Do I understand the Senator to say that if 
Congress shall pass a law punishing these 
frauds, bribery, intimidation, Re at elections, 
the State statutes punishing the same offenses 
tall to the ground ? 

Mr. ‘THURMAN, I say that if Congress 
has power to pass such a law they do fall to 
the ground. 

Mr. CARPENTER, Is it not a well-settled 
proposition that the same offense may violate 
both the laws of the nation and of the States ? 
For instance, does not every State in the Union 
punish by imprisonment in the State prison the 
counterfeiting of the coin and currency of the 
United States, and does not the Federal Gov- 
ernment punish the same identical offense? 

Mr. THURMAN, Iwill answer the ques- 
tion. There is a decision of Matilda lox’s 
case, from Ohio, in which it was held that there 
might be punishment by the United States 
court under the express provision of the Con- 
stitution of the United States which author- 
ized Congress to provide for the punishment 
of persons who counterfeit the securities or 
coin of the United States. - In the case of Ma- 
tilda Fox—l1 think Matilda was her name; she 
was some strong-minded woman of that day— 
who was convicted under the State statute of 
Ohio for the crime of uttering and publishing 
a counterfeit coin or counterteit security, the 
conviction was upheld by a bare majority of 
the Supreme Court of the’United States. But 
that is a case—mark it—which has no proper 
analogy to this case. That is a case in which 
the woman had uttered and published a coun- 
terfeit coin in contravention of the laws of the 
State of Ohio. 
States provides for punishing the counterfeit- 
ing of the coin; and the Senator from Wiscon- | 
sin knows as well as any member of this Sen- 
ate that it has been a serious question whether ' 


that authorizes the punishment of the uttering— || 


not the counterfeiting, but the uttering of a! 
counterfeit coin. She was indicted for the. 
crime of uttering the counterfeit coin, not of : 
counterfeiting it. The language of the Consti- | 
tation of the United States is that Congress | 
may provice for the punishment of counterfeit- 
ing the securities or coin of the United States. | 
There is not one word in it that provides for 
the punishment of uttering a counterfeit coin. 
It simply provides for the punishment of coun- 
terfeiting the coinage itself. She was indicted 
for a wholly distinct offense than that of coin- 
ing; she was indicted for the crime of uttering 
a counterfeit coin, and the court held that the 
conviction was proper by a bare majority. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator from Ohio 
allow me to ask him a question? 


The Constitution of the United | 
| for his offense against the sovereignty of the 
State, and at the same time you declare that | 
he shall be punished for his offense against the `! 
sovereignty of the Republic; and you propose ; 


Mr. MORTON. I wish to ask the Senator 
: a question with a view to a statement he has 
. already made. I understand the Senator to 
deny that under the power to ‘regulate the 
times, places, and manner of holding elec- 
tions” Congress has a right to pass this amend- 
ment. Now, I ask the Senator if under the 
power to regulate the manner of an election 
Congress has not the power to say whether it 
shall be by ballot or viva voce? 
Mr. THURMAN. The Senator is anticipat- 


ing me. ‘Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” J was coming to that in the end. 

Mr. MORTON. ‘The Senator had already 
spoken—— 


Mr. THURMAN. No; if the Senator will 
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Mr. THURMAN. I will say to the Senator 
from Wisconsin that my friend from Califor- 
nia, [Mr. Casserty,] who once lived in New 
York city, has an exclusive patent to answer 
all questions that impeach the honor of that 
city. [Laughter.] I will say, however, in 
answer to the suggestion, that the first thing I 


` ever heard of repeating, the first thing I ever 


heard of organized fraud at elections, was 
when the Senator from Wisconsin was a little 


| boy at school, and when the party to which [I 
© was opposed made the name of ‘‘ pipe-laying”’ 
eternal in this country. It was no Democratic 


indulge we I will come to that presently, be- . 
cause I propose to speak until about sunrise. | 


Į haughiter, 
propose to do it now, 


I never have done so before, but | 


The question of the Senator from Wisconsin 
was a pertinent one; it was a question that I | 


expected from just such a good lawyer as he, 
and I have given hima partial answer to it; I 
_have not given my whole answer yet. 


There are certain matters that either the Gen- | 


eral Government must have exclusive control 
over or it has no control at all. 
Government has exclusive control over thea 
election of members of Congress in every re- 
spect as plenary as this amendment supposes 
it to have, that must be an exclusive control. 
It is not at all consistent with the ideas of nat- 
ural justice, it is pot at all consistent with the 
ideas we have been educated in, that a man 
should be punished twice for the same offense. 
Your very Constitution provides that no man 
shall be brought into jeopardy twice tor the 
. same offense; and, without violating the spirit 


party that inaugurated that term; it was no 


emocratic party that inaugurated the practice 
which gave rise to that name ‘' pipe-laying ;”’ 
notthe least bit of it; and it will not do for the 
Senator from Wisconsin, or for my colleague, to 
appeal to that miserable ex parte electioneering 
document called the investigation of a commit- 
tee at New York of the election frauds of 1868, 
The world knows what that thing was; the 
report has fallen dead, as dead as if it had been 
struck by lightning. I never saw it read, [ 
never heard it quoted, and I never heard it 


i alluded to upon the stump in Ohio, although 


that is a State where the stump is visited by 


| speakers, more perhaps than any State in the 


| of that Constitution, without violating the spirit ; 


‘ of every State constitution, which contains the 
“game provision, you cannot for exactly the 
Í same offense punish a man under the State 

law and punish him under your Federal law. 
. It will not do to talk about the fiction of State 
: sovereignty and the Federal sovereignty. You 
ı who support that are driven to go back to State 
` sovereignty; you are bound to say this is an 
‘ offense against State sovereignty as well as 
against Federal sovereignty. You are bound 
to say, therefore, that the man shall be pun- 
ished twice, once for his offense against the 
. Federal sovereignty and again for his offense 
; against the State sovereignty. 
‘you are bound to do; and you might just as 
| well say that a man who in the commission of 

piracy had committed murder should be hang 
i once under the Federal law and hung again 
under the State law. That would not be so 
bad a case, for if you effectually hung him 
i under either one it would not matter to him 
| how much he was hung under the other. 


violated the election law of the State, to pre- 
serve the purity of elections, shall be punished 


to punish him twice. If you had the power to 
do it would it become you? Would it become 
you in the light, I will not say of Christianity, 


ization? Would it be a spectacle fit to be 
presented to the civilized world, to see a man 


crimes? 
I see that my friend from Wisconsin is 
uneasy. Let him rise and ask his question. 
Mr. CARPENTER. I only want to ask the 
Senator from Ohio if he thought that would not 


New York city who vote forty times to punish 
them twice? 


punished once under the State law and again 
under the Federal law for identically the same | 


apply, as well as to any case, to the repeaters | 
ot New York city ; if it would notbe very appro- | 
priate in its application to the repeaters of | 


; _ But here you propose to take these much- ` 
derided State rights and say this person who has || 


‘| you point to New York. 


If the General |! 


whole Union. ‘The thing fell dead; it was 


‘damned as a mere partisan electioneering doc- 


ument to which no attention was to be paid, 
and it was simply an electioneering document 
produced and printed at the expense of the 
United States. ‘That is all there was of it, 
What, sir! Frauds in New York! There 
are no more frauds in New York, in proportion, 
than in any other great city; and if one party 


' cheats there more than another, then I must 
say that this party to which my friend from 


Wisconsin belongs, and which has all the edu- 
cation and all the genius and all the learning, 
and which is supposed to have a little bit of 
the cunning of the rest of mankind, must be 
in a state of immense stupidity in the city of 
New York. Sir, ever since I was a boy Ihave 
heard this same cry about frauds in the city of 
New York. ‘There never was an election car- 
ried by the Democracy in the city of New 


' York that there was not the same jeremiad 


about fraud, precisely thesame; and I venture 
to say that the youngest Senator on this floor 


_ will not live long enough to see an election in 
| that city carried by the Democratic party that 
' there will not be the very same lamentations, 


That is what | 


and lamentations more touching than anything 
that is to be found in the book of Jeremiah, 
over the election frauds in the city of New 
York. 

I put it to my friend, does he not know how 
it is about New York? If you want to deal 
upon any topic whatsoever you select NewYork. 


_ If you want to point out the place where there 
i isthe greatest cunning in the world in business, 


you point to New York. If you want to point 
out where there is the greatest degradation of 
morals, you point to New York. If you want 
to point out where there is the greatest shoddy, 
In a word, you take 
New York as a sort of Cosmos, a sort of con- 
centration of all there is that is good and all 
there is that is bad. New York is a big place, 
and you propose by this bill to go into that city, 


i with a million of inhabitants, more inhabitants 


but would it become you in the light of civil- || 


i 


than there are in some of the States of this 
Union—you propose to go into that city of New 
York on the ground that she is the sink of 
iniquity, the Sodom and Gomorrah of the Uni- 
ted States ; and one would think, to hear Sen- 
ators talk about New York, that if Abraham 
could be visited by the Lord once more, and 


ij the question was upon the salvation of New 


York, Abraham would have to jew the Lord 
down below the ten men which He agreed to 
gave Sodom and Gomorrah for, and get him to 
accept a less number, or New York would be 
destroyed. 

Oh no, Mr. President; this will not do. New 


York is the greatest city in the United States, |: 


the city that has the greatest wealth, the city 
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that has the greatest collection of learned men, | 


the city that has the most science, civilization, 


and literature in the whole country. If that 
city has become a Sodom and Gomorrah, so | 
that the Congress of the United States, the | 
whole power of the Republic, is to be exerted ` 


to put down crime and fraud and cheating and 
perjury there, then I hope that no American 
hereafter will be found to boast of the great 
Republic. Itis the great city whose name is 
known wherever civilization exists, nay, beyond 
the limits of civilization. If that city, which 
is our pride and our boast, isa mere sink of 
iniquity; if she is a thing that stinks in the 
nostrils of all honest men, and the whole power 
of the Republic is to be brought to bear upon 
her, and the heel of the nation is to be set upon 
her, then, for God’s sake, do not boast of New 
York or pay any more pilgrimages to that city; 
do not visit her any more; shun her as you 


would a pestilence; keep away from her ; let ` 


her be anathema maranatha; do not any more 
go toNew York. You who have bonds to sell, 
do not go there; you who have money to 
borrow, do not go there any more; you who 
have goods to buy, and want credit, do not go 
there any more ; go to Baltimore, that slaugh- 


go to Louisville, go somewhere else ; do not go 
to that sink of iniquity, that concentration of 
all that is vile, the city of New York! 


Mr. President, I do not think that anything 


but one o’clock in the morning could make 
me speak as I have been speaking for a little 
while; but now I must come back to the law, 
and I have been so long at it that it has got to 
be a second nature. Again I see that my 


friend from Wisconsin wants to ask me a ques- 


tion, and I will sit down to oblige him. 
Mr. CARPENTER. 


going to speak until morning, and he may as 
well be relieved occasionally. ‘The real diff- 
culty, the real serious objection to these two 
sections that I see is this: inasmuch as the 
election takes place at the same time and place 
for officers under the General Government, to 
wit, members of Congress and officers of the 
State government, if the penalties attached to 
our law are sufficient sanctions to compel 


obedience to it the New York repeaters, as | 


they go to the polls, will be in this predic- 
ament: they will be compelled to vote hon- 


estly for Federal officers, and will be left to : 
their old practices on State officers; and this i 


will produce such an almighty perplexity on 


their part that I am afraid they will not vote | 


atall. [Laughter. } 

Mr. THURMAN. My friend will recollect 
that all are voted for on the same ticket; and 
I should like to know how the perplexity will 
exist atall. Besides, there is the secret ballot. 
I should like to know bow he-will catch them. 


That will do for one o’clock, in the morning, | 
but it will not do in good broad daylight. : 
‘| that you can draw inference from inference, 
until you can embrace this whole world ina |’ 
little bit of a premise with which you started, © 
he will see that that isa mode of reasoning || 
: which both men and gods forbid. | 
Mr. CARPENTER. Does the Senator al- | 


[Langhter. ] 


Now, Mr. President, what is this power ` 
under which it is pretended that Congress can | 


pass such a law as is proposed in these two 
sections? What isit? It is this: 


."The times, places, and manner of holding elec- , 
tions for Senators and Representatives shall be pre- | 
scribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; ; 
but the Congress may at any time by law make or : 
alter such regulations, except as to the places of | 


choosing Senators.” 


Wisconsin; I do not want him to run away as 
I see he is about to do. 


instrument that delegates power is to be strictly 


construed. That is just exactly as true of a pri- | 
vate is sages of a private power of attorney, || 
a constitution; and it is eminently | 


as it is o i 
true of a constitution that a delegation of 


power, as it is in derogation of the authority i 
of the principal; is to be construed strictly. | 
Such | 


He shakes his head. I cannot help it. 
is the law. That reminds me of a remark 


a . I suppose it will not | 
take any additional time, as the Senator is : 


I want him to admit, : 
what as a lawyer he well knows, that every | 


made, if I am not mistaken, by Sir Matthew 
Hale. [think I am not mistaken in the chro- 
nology. I find it in one of the old reports that 
Sir Matthew, having delivered an opinion, Sir 
Bartholomew Shower, being at the bar, shook 


his head, and Sir Matthew instantly said that | 


the learned counsel might shake again, but the || : 
i| choosing Senators.” 


law was even so. I think my learned friend 


will find it in a note to Saunders’ Reports. So ' 
I say to my friend from Wisconsin, he may ` 
li places, and manner of holding elections for 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. ‘ May shake his ` 
[Laugh- | 
i Now, whatis a regulation as tothetime? This 
That was Curran’s re- 

mark. Sir Matthew Hale’s was thatthe learned : 
counsel might shake his head, but the law was |: 


shake his head, but the law is even so. 


head, but there’s nothing in it.” 
ter. ] 
Mr. THURMAN. 


even so. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
tholomew Shower? 
Mr. THURMAN. I may be mistaken about 


Was that said to Sir Bar- 


‘the judge—— 
Mr. SUMNER. You are mistaken about 


the person to whom it was said. 
Mr. THURMAN. It was Holt. 


Mr. SUMNER. Showerand Holt were con- | 
T : temporaries. 
tered the patriots of Massachusetts in 1861; go ` 
to Richmond, that accursed city of the rebels; : 


Shower and Hale were not. 
Mr. THURMAN. I think the Senator from 
Massachusetts is right; it was Holt. I expressed 


the opinion that it was Hale with some doubt. ; 
Mr CARPENTER. The Senator will allow 

me to say that the shaking of the head merely | 
'! me to make a suggestion ? 


indicates this: that before I can admit his 


: statement that a grant must necessarily be con- | 
' strued strictly, we must come to an under- , 7 A j 
' Congress should provide that the election of 


standing as to what is meant by the phrase 


“ strictly.” Thatis one of the debatable points | 


in all the discussions on this subject. Within 
one definition of strictness his proposition is 


correct; within another it is incorrect; the |; 
then disperse; that on the 10th day of the 
month they should read the Sermon on the 


true principle being that every graut of power 
like every other instrument, is to be construe 
reasonably to effectuate the purpose which the 
parties to it had in view. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is vesy true. In- 
deed that may be said of every single instru- 
ment that is construed by reason; but we know 


i the difference, the Senator knows the difference 
| between a strict construction and a latitudina- 
He knows the difference |: 


rian construction. 
between a construction which fully satisfies 
the words and that builds no implication upon 


implication and a latitudinarian construction | 
that does build implication upon implication; - 
or in other words, as it is expressed by the | 


logicians, that draws inference from inference. | nothing. But suppose that the Congress of the 


The Senator knows that very well, and he 
knows as well as any one that if you once 
admit the principle of drawing an inference, 


and then drawing another inference from that, | 
you may go on ad infinitum, and that there is | 
no limit at all. J do not claim to be a Pascal, : 
I do not claim to be a Calhoun, to reason in |’ 
the way that they would reason; but if the |: 


Senator would look atthe words of Pascal, 
and see how that thing is exposed, how it is 


lude to ‘‘Paschall on the Constitution?” 


[Laughter.] 


Mr. THURMAN. No; not Paschall of | 
; í i| Texas. That is very good in my friend, but 
Now, I want the attention of my friend from | j 


he knows very well what Pascal I alluded to. 
Paschall on the Constitution is a book I have 
never seen, although I was very much urged 
by a nicely printed note that I got to vote for 
any number of copies of it at the public ex- 
pense, in order to enlighten us what the Çon- 


stitution was; but having formed my own ideas | 
of what it was without the aid of Paschall, | 
either the French Pascal or the Texan Pas- | 


chall, I did not subscribe. [Laughter.] 
What is this provision ? 


‘The times, places, and manner of holding elec- 


| tions*— 


‘| tions. 
" tive words? 


`i right. 
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“ Holding elections ;’’ mark that. 


“The times, places, and manner of holding elec- 
tions for Senators and Representatives shall be pre- 
scribed in each State by the Legislature thereof p’ — 

That gives you no power— 


“but the Congress may at any time by law make or 
alter such regulations, except as to the places of 


What, then, may Congress do? It may alter 
regulations made by the Statesas to the times, 


Senators and Representatives, or it may make 
such regulations. I grant it may make them. 


amendment does not affect the time. A regu- 
lation as to place? This amendment does not 
affect the place. It is then, if defensible at all, 
a regulation as to the manner of holding elec- 
What is it? What are the substan- 
it The manner of holding elec- 
tions.” Thatis all there is of it. Now, by 
what fair reasoning, in God’s world, can you 
spread that over such an amendment as this? 

Mr. DAVIS. When does the holding begin? 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, when does the hold- 
ing begin ?—a most pertinent question of my 
friend trom Kentucky. Youramendment goes 


. before the holding; it goes to the case of a 


man who shall, by bribery or the like, prevent 
a man from going to that election before the 
holding begins. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator allow 


Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CARPENTER. Suppose an act of 


members of Congress should be held in this 
way: that on the Ist day of November the 


voters should all appear at a certain place and 


read the Constitfition of the United States and 


Mount and then disperse ; that on the next day 
they should meet and register their names ; 
and that on the day after that they should meet 
and deposit their ballots. That, of course, 
would be a very useless and nonsensical pro- 
vision; bat would it not be a ‘‘manner,’’ an 


absurd manner, but still a manner of conduct- 


ing the election? 
Mr. THURMAN. No, sir; it would not be 
any manner of holding the election at all. I 


' pressed it awhile ago, when the Senator was 


here, and I think I pressed it upon him outside 
with an illustration, that extreme cases proved 


United States, or that the State Legislature 


ii should require each one of the electors to come 
i and hear the sermon, would that have anything 


to do with the holding of the election? And 
here, by the way, let me say parentlietically, 
that you put a poor preacher in-jail in Buffalo 


' during the war because he read that Sermon on 


the Mount; because the Sermon on the Mount 
was not ‘loyal’? during the war! 

Mr. CARPENTER. He did not preach 
{ Laughter. ] 
Mr. THURMAN. But he read the Sermon 


| holding the election. What was meant by that? 


l Teommend my friend to the great debate on 


that power in which Mr. Calhoun participated. 
I commend it to him because I recollect in the 
tenure of office bill discussion he read us a 
long argument of John C. Calhoun, and he 
was wholly above that miserable narrow-mind- 
edness, or rather demagogism, that under- 
takes to condemn everything because it fell 
from the mouth of John C. Calhoun. He read 
us the argument of John C. Calhoun, and the 
strongest that ever was made, to show that the 


i President could not remove from office with- 


out the consent of the Senate. Now, L ask 
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him to go buck to the times when the discus- | 
sion took place in the Congress of the United 


States on the bill to require that members of ` 


the House ot Representatives should be elected 
in single districts. Before that time some of 
the States elected them by general ticket, and 
the consequence was that the dominant party 
in the State elected all the members. That 
was the case in Georgia, and it was the case in 
several other States. Mr. Calhoun caused a 
biil to be intraduced, and supported itin an 
argument of very great power indeed, by which 
it was required that members should be elected 
in single districts; and that was done under 
this authority of Congress to regulate the man- 
ner of the election. 

‘That was considered a very great stretch; 
some of the greatest statesmen of that day 
differed from him in opinion as to whether 
Congress had any such power; but the whole 
provision of the Constitution in this respect 
was fathomed to its very depth in that great 
discussion, in which Webster took part, in’ 
which Calhoun took part, in which Benton took 
part, in which Berrien took part, in which the 
greatest minds ot the Senate at that day took 
part; and what was the understandiug? That 
this power as ta the manner of holding elec- 
tions referred to this: in the first place, you 
might require members of Congress to be 
elected in single districts or by general ticket, 
as you saw fit; in the second place, you might 
require them to be elected viva voce or by bal- 
lot; you might require that the polls should be 
open, perhaps, for a particular time, for that 
would relate to the manner. But not one 
statesman of that day contended for a moment 
that you had any right whatsoever to oust the 
State authorities, where the State was fulfilling 
her duty of appointing judgesof the election 
or the like, or that you might undertake by 
penal laws to go beyond the question of the 
manner of holding elections and punish indi- 
viduals as this hill proposes. 

Mr. MORTON. I should like to ask the 
Senator a question. He admits that Congress 


tion; that is to say, to prescribe that it may be 
by ballot. 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes. 

Mr. MORTON. If Congress has the power 
to say that the election shall be by ballot, I ask 
if it hag not the power to protect the ballot, to 
protect men in the exercise of that right? If 
it has not got that power, then the right to say 
that the election shall be by ballot amounts 
to nothing. Congress may say that the elec- 
tion may be by ballot; but according to the 
argument of the Senator from Ohio it has no 
power to punish offenses against the ballot. 
Perhaps the State will refuse to enact any laws 
on that subject. Then the power given to Con- 
gress goes tornothing. Now, the power to say 
that the election may be held by ballot implies 
the power to protect the ballot, and the power 
to protect the ballot carries with it the right to 
provide the particular way in which the ballot | 
shall be cast, and to determine what persons | 
shall cast the ballot. If Congress has the right 
to determine what persona shall cast the ballot, 
in determining that the election shall be by 
ballot, then it has a right to provide registra- 
tion as a test or asa meansof fixing thatright; | 
and if it has aright to provide registration, then ' 
it has a right to punish offenses against the 
registration. In other words, the right to do | 
a thing implies the right to protect the thing | 
to be done, and that is the whole of it; and | 
when the Senator admits that, he admits every 
right that is necessary to the enjoyment or pro- 
tection of it. - 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, that is a 
favorite argument of my friend from Indiana. 
Ithink I have heard it now for about the sixth 
time. I did not know before, though, that it 
was so extensive. I think I have heard him 
say again and again that the right to recon- 
struct included the right to protect reconstruc- 


tion; and having got the right to reconstruct 
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upon an inference from the Constitution, he 
then draws another inference from that and 
gets the right to protect reconstruction ; and 


- so he goes on until there is not one single right 


left to the States or tu the people of this coun- 
try that is not at the mercy of Congress. 

Mr. MORTON. That is no answer. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator says Con- 


bers of Congress shall be by hallot. I say so, 
too. Under the power to regulate the manner 
of holding the election Congress may require 
that it shall be by ballot. ‘That is my opinion. 
Others may differ with me on that point; but 
that is my opinion. I think that was pretty 
generally conceded in the discussion to which 


[have referred. My friend from Kentucky, | 
{Mr. Davis,] who heard that discussion as | 


well as 1 did, will recollect how that was. 

But now what does the Senator from Indi- 
anasay? That the right to prescribe the man- 
ner of holding the election involves the right 
to say who shall vote. That is what the Sen- 
ator said, and he says that in the face—— 

Mr. MORTON. I did not say that. 

Mr. THURMAN, ‘The Senator said that. 
If he takes it back, well and good. 

Mr. MORTON. 
in general terms of determining the qualifica- 
tions of the voter. That matter is to be de- 
termined by the State law, except so far as it 
may be changed by the fifteenth amendment. 
My whole argument goes to this point, that the 
right to prescribe a regulation carries with it 
the right to protect the regulation; otherwise 
itis nonsense. If Congress has the right to 
prescribe the ballot, it must have the power 
to protect the ballot, or else prescribing it 
goes for nothing. 

Mr. THURMAN. I am the last man in the 
world to hold.a disputant to an unfortunate 
expression that he may have made use of in 
the heat of debate without sufficient reflection. 
We are all liable to that. 


Mr. MORTON. I did not mean to say that 
: Congress had the right to prescribe qualifica- ` 
may prescribe the manner of holding the elec- _ 


tions. IfI said that, I did not intend it. 


Mr. THURMAN. The Senator did say that | 


if Congress had the right to prescribe the man- 
ner of holding the election it had the right to 
prescribe the manner of voting; but if it was a 
mere lapsus linguæ, I shall not hold him to 


: his words. 


Mr. MORTON. I will explain. If Congress 
has the right to prescribe the manner of hold- 


: ing elections, it has a right to prescribe the 


test by which it will determine who has the 
right to vote according to the State law. That 
is what I mean: that Congress has the right 


_ to say that the men who have aright to vote 


: how are you to determine the question who ‘: 


under the State law shall vote by ballot. Then 


| has the right to vote under the State law? I 


would say—but that is not perhaps involved . 
| in this question—that Congress has a right to | 


rescribe registration as a mode of determin- 
ing the question who has a right to vote under 
the laws of the State ; in other words, as fur- 
nishing the evidence as to who shall cast the 
ballot. 
Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I am 


|; perfectly willing that the Senator should have — 


the benefit of his explanation. As I said be- 
fore, I know very well the infirmities ofaspeech, 
I know how liable we are to say things in the 
heat of discussion that we do not actually mean, 


and how much we need the mantle of charity |: 


to be cast over all our short-comings and all 
our errors; and therefore I do not by any 
means hold the Senator to the remark he 


made. 
Mr. MORTON. The Senator understands 


me now, if he did not before. 

Mr. THURMAN. I give the Senator the 
benefit of his explanation ; but I do not at all 
agree with him upon his theory. His theory 
is that if Congress has the right to preseribe 
the manner of holding elections, and that in- 
cludes the right to prescribe that the election 


shall be by ballot, that gives to Congress a 
complete and plenary power to pass a criminal 
code in weard ta elections. I say it does no 
such thing. It is an utter confounding of the 


| jurisdiction of the States and of the Federal 
: Government. 


Itis a perfect ignoring of allthe 
history of this country. If there was one thing 


I did not mean to speak | 


than another it was that the States each for 


A 1 about which our forefathers were more jealous 
gress may prescribe that the election for mem- | 
|i itself should determine the qualifications of 


| electors, and should prescribe the laws which 
li were to preserve the purity of elections. 
__ But, Mr. President, I believe I had occasion 
' the other day to remark to the Senate that I 
| was not accustomed to speak for buncombe. 
| I said in the opening of the debate on this bill 
that I spoke with the hope of convincing the 
f Senate that the bill was not such as onght to 
ii be passed. I have the gratification to know 
ii that, not by any efforts of mine, not at all by 
‘| anything I have said, but by the good sense 
[| of the Senate and the arguments urged by 
other Senators, the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
l Morton] among the number, this bill has been 
i shorn of some of its proportions. It began 
| to ‘grow small by degrees and beautitully 
': less” until my colleague was afraid it would 
vanish into thin air, and therefore sought to re- 
, store its rotundity by incorporating into it this 
wholly foreign element. Bat as I do not like 
to speak to empty seats, as I speak simply for 
a practical purpose of convincing the Senate, 
as I know that the Senator from Indiana is 
‘¢joined to his idols,” and that I ought to ‘let 
him alone;’’ and the Senator from Wisconsin, 
(Mr. Carrenter,] while he agrees with me 
entirely, finds it due to himself as a dialee- 
tician to controvert my propositions; and the 
other Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Hows] 
is enjoying the scene as he always does with 
his love of humor; and my friend from Maine 
over yonder (Mr. MORRILL] is dreaming over 
the prospects of getting up the appropriation 
_ bill, [laughter,] Í move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. [Nine minutes past one o'clock 
a. m., Saturday. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Ohio moves that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 
| Mr. THURMAN. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then [I ask for a division. 
| The question being put, there were, on a 
|| division—ayes 8, noes 19; no quorum voting. 
| Mr. STEWART. I call for the yeas and 
' nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEWART. I believe there is a quo- 
rum here now. I withdraw the call for the 
yeas and nays. Let us have another division. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
. objection the call for the yeas and nays will 
be considered as withdrawn. The Chair will 
again put the question on the motion to ad- 
|. Journ. 
|” The motion was not agreed to; there being, 


| on a division—ayes 6, noes 32, 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
l recurs on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
‘ ator from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN. ] 

Mr. CASSERLY proceeded to address the 
Senate. Having spoken half an hour, 

Mr. MeCREERY. If the gentleman from 
| California will yield the floor for that purpose, 
i I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. RAMSEY 
in the chair.) Does the Senator give way for 
' that motion? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly ; I gave way at 
© once. There were about five Senators present 
when the motion was made, if I remember 
rightly. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator 
from Kentucky moves that the Senate do now 
: adjourn. : 

The motion was not agreed to; there being, 
on a division—ayes 7, noes 33. 


Mr. STOCKTON. I move that the Senate 


I call for the yeas and 


| 
f 
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take a recess until half past eleven o'clock in 
the morning. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 
is not in order. 
ThePRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


for a recess cannot be entertained if there is an | 
The : 


objection. The motion is out of order. 
Senator from California will proceed with his 
remarks. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I move to pags over the 
present business before the Senate for the pur- 
pose of enabling me to submit a motion that 
the Senate take a recess until to-morrow at 
half past eleven o'clock. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator had better 
change his motion and move to adjourn over 
until Monday, and lct the Senate come to 


reason. 
Mr. STOCKTON. I move, then, to pass- 


over the pending bill, with a view of making a 
motion to adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is a better motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
to pass over the present order of business, 
with a view of making a motion to take a 
recess until eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. CASSERLY. No, sir; that is not the 
motion. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I accepted the sugges- 
tion of the Senator from Massachusetts. I 


move to pass over the pending business forthe ' 


purpose of submitting a motion to adjourn 
until Monday. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion, then, is on passing over the present bill. 
The motion was not agreed to; there being, 
on a division—ayes 7, noes 30. 


Mr. NYE. I should like to ask the Senator 
from California whether I shall not send and 
get another book for him to read. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CASSERLY. I think if the Senator 
from Nevada would read hisold books it would 
be better for himself and enable him to give 
more valuable information to the Senate than 
he is in the habit of affording. [Laughter. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California will proceed. 

Mr. CASSERLY resumed his speech on the 
pending amendment. Having spoken till fif- 
teen minutes past two o’clock a. m., 

Mr. VICKERS. Mr. President, with the 
consent of the Senator from California, I move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. McCREERY. Will the Senator from 
Maryland withdraw that motion fora moment, 


that | may make a motion for an executive | 


session? 


Mr. VICKERS. Yes, sir; I withdraw my `., 
i) interrupt me. 


motion. 


Mr. McCREERY. I move that the Senate | 


now proceed to the consideration of executive |, R à 
|: rises to a point of order. 


` point of order. 


business. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. VICKERS. 
adjourn. 


The Senate refused to adjourn; there being, ; 


on a division—ayes 7, noes 25. 


ROY in the chair.) ‘The Senator from Califor- 
nia is entitled to the floor, and will proceed. 
Mr. DAVIS. 


an amendment which I propose to offer when 
the proper time arrives? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 

Me. DAVIS. 
ment, which I give notice I shall offer at the 
proper time, and I ask that it be read for 
imformation. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 


_ And be it further enacted, That no person shall enter 
into, hold, or attempt to exercise the powers, or per- 


form the duties of any office or public trust which . 


the Constitution or laws require to be filled by vote 
of the people, unless he shall have received at the 
election therefor a greater number of the votes of 
the electors entitled to voteat such election than any 
other candidate; and all persons entering into, 

olding or attempting to exercise the powers or per- 


l renew the motion to ' me to proceed. 


form the duties of such office or’ public trust, shall 


|i thereby commit a high misdemeanor for which they 
Tobject to that motion. It! 


shall be subject to indictment and punishment of 
imprisonment for not less than one or more than five 
years, and fine of not less than $1,000 or more than 
5,000, one half thereof to go to theinformer. And 


all Treasury officers settling, passing, or paying any | 
claim or account for pay or compensation of any | 
kind of any person entering into or holding, or at- | 


tempting to exercise the powers or perform the duties 
of any office or public trust against the provisions 
of this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
thereby forfeit and be disqualified to hold his place, 
and bo subject to indictment and punishment of 
imprisonment for not less than twelve months and 
fine of $1,000, one half to the informer. All persons 
entering into, holding, or attempting to exercise the 
powers or perform the duties of any office or public 
trust ngainst the provision of this section, shall also 
be subject to the civil suit of any person injured 
thereby. 


Mr, CASSERLY resumed the floor and con- 
tinued his speech till two o’clock and forty- 
eight minutes a. m. 

Mr. STOCKTON. ‘This being about the 
usual hour of adjournment, [laughter, ] I move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. We ought 
to adjourn to Monday morning. It is now 
Saturday. 

Mr. STOCKTON. My motion is that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

The question being put, a division was called 
for; and the result was stated to be—ayes 4, 
noes 84. 

Mr. THURMAN, and others. 

uorum voting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Cor- 
BETT in the chair.) There were 4 in the affirm- 
ative and 34 in the negative; 37 is a quorum. 
The Senate refuses to adjourn. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. SHERNAN. ] 

Mr. CASSERLY. I simply took my seat 
while the count was goingon. Iam not done 
with my speech. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California will proceed. 

Mr. CASSERLY resumed the floor and con- 
cluded his speech, which will be published 
entire in the Appendix. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, when the 
last count was made in the Senate by the then 
occupant of the chair, and he found that there 
were thirty-eight Senators present, I was forci- 
bly reminded of an anecdote that is told of 


There is no 


Charles James Fox and Richard Brinsley Sher- | 


idan, that they came into the House of Parlia- 
ment one night late at night, arm in arm, and 
the following colloquy took place 

an STEWART. I rise to a question of 
order. 


Mr. THURMAN. 


I begthe Senator not to 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Po{se- 


' ROY in the chair.) The Senator from Nevada 


He will state his 
Mr. THURMAN. I beg the Senator to allow 


Mr. STEWART. I will state my point of 
order as the rules require. 


Mr. THURMAN. If that point of order 


i were made on the Senator from Nevada God 
' knows how much time the Senate would save. 
Will the honorable Senator : 
from California permit me to have read now | 


[Laughter. ] 
Mr. STEWART. I make the point of order. 
Mr. THURMAN. Ihave not spoken twice 


‘| on this amendment as itis now offered. I have 
‘| spoken on it but once. 
I send to the desk an amend- į 


If the Senator would 
allow me to go on he would find that the time 
of the Senate would be saved. 
bat once on this amendment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


he is entirely iw order. 


_nizantasto the fact; but on the Senator’s state- 


ment the Chair thinks the point of order is not 
well taken. The Senator from Ohio will pro- 


| veed. 


Mr. THURMAN. If at any time a man dis- 
likes to be interrupted it is when he is going 


The Senator has | 
: spoken twice already on this question. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- | 


I have spoken . 


If the Sen- | 
ator has spoken but once on the amendment | 
The Chair is not cog- ` 


to tell a story. I commenced saying that when 
the late occupant of the chair counted thirty- 
eight Senators in this body on the last division, 
I was reminded of an anecdote of Charles James 
Fox and Richard Brinsley Sheridan, which runs 
in this wise: that entering the House of Com- 
mons late one night, arm in arm, a colloquy 
took place between them which has been put 
„into not very good rhyme, but into rhyme such 
as I will read to the Senate: 
“Said Charlie to Dickon, ‘ By all that is blue, 


I can’t see the Speaker: say, Dickon, can you?’ 
‘See the Speaker,’ said Dick, ‘why, I swear it is 


true 
I do seo the Speaker; yes, by Jove, I see two.” 


I cannot help thinking (I do not pretend to 
say how it was) that the then occupant of the 
chair had the faculty that Sheridan had and he 
saw two where there was only one. [Laugh- 
ter.] Otherwise I cannot account for it that 
he counted thirty-eight Senators when nobody 
could find twenty-eight here. 

While I am in this vein let me tell another 
thing which is familiar, I have no doubt, to a 
great many Senators here. It is told of the 
celebrated Dean Swift that, going once to the 
parish church to preach, he found nobody 
there but his clerk, whose name was Roger, 
and he read the whole litany through in this 
wise: instead of reading it, ‘* Dearly beloved 
brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry 
places,” he read it, ‘‘ Dearly beloved Roger, 
the Scripture moveth you and mein sundry 
places.” [Laughter.] I take it if we sit here 
much longer it will be, ‘‘ Dearly beloved Wil- 
liam,” if that is the first name of the Senator 

- from Nevada, ‘‘the Scripture moveth you and 

me in sundry places,” or, ‘‘ Party moveth you 

! and me in sundry places.’ It loôks to me a 
good deal in that way. 

Mr. DAVIS. Does the Senator suppose that 
“ Brother William’’ could be moved by the 
Scriptures? (Laughter. ] 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, the new dispens- 
ation then. 

Mr. President, I regret that my colleague 
has left the Senate to-night. I wish to say a 
few words on a text of his; I wished to say 
them in his presence; but I cannot be deterred 
from noting what he said by his voluntary ab- 
sence; and although I shall refrain from saying 
all that I would say were he present, yet 1 am 
not to be prevented from noticing what he did 
say merely because he sees fit to absent him- 

self. The Senator from California noticed the 
singular declaration he made, that if the last 
presidential election had depended on the vote 
of New York; that is to say, if with that vote 
Mr. Seymour would have been elected, there 
would have been war and revolution, for that 
was the substance, the meaning of the remark. 
I let that pass with the remarks that have been 
made upon it by the Senator from California. 
But my colleague saw fit to go further, and he 
saw fit to use this language: ; 

“The strength of the Democratic party for years 
during the war and since has been in the pest-houses 
of the cities, where vice breeds.” 

That is the language that a Senator of the 
United States uses of 2,650,000 voters of the 
' United States. At the last presidential elec- 
'. tion there were cast, exclusive of the State of 
' Nevada, 5,622,163 popular votes. Of those 
General Grant received 2,978,551, and Mr, 
. Seymour 2,643,312. The vote of the State of 
Nevada, as I am informed by her Senator, was 
: about 18,000; aud General Grant’s majority 
about 1,500. Making that addition, the entire 
vote for General Grant was 2,985,801, and for 
Mr. Seymour 2,649,862, and General Grant’s 
majority was only about 336,000. And now, 
sir, in respect to substantially one entire half 
of the American voters, in respect to that party 
' which held the reins of Government for nearly 
; seventy years, and under which this country 
grew up from a poor feeble body of thirteen 
| States along the Atlantic coast to be one of 
i the greatest empires on the face of the earth 
i: in territory, in population, in intelligence, and 
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in wealth, my colleague says the strength of 
that party ‘les in the pest-houses of the cities, 
where vice breeds.” 

Sir, I should scorn myself if I were to go into 
any refutation of such a charge as that. I have 
heard the Democratic party denounced again 


! 


Hamilton of Texas, Howard, Howe, Kellogg, Lewis, 

Morrillof Vermont, Norton, Robertson, Saulsbury, 

ares Shernan; Tipton, Trumbull, Williams, and 
y Son mst. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 


| agreed to. 


and again. Itistoo common to doit. Itistoo ` 


common to forget—Senators even, too often for- 
get—that when they denounce the Democratic 


party in this way they are denouncing one half ` 


of their own countrymen. When they denounce 
the Democratic party as traitors, as sympathiz- 
ers with treason, as disloyal men, they say to the 
world that one half of the American people are 
enemies oftheirown Government. WhenaSen- 
ator gets up here and says that the strength of 
the Democratic party, the strength of one half 
the people of the United States, ‘lies in the 
pest-houses of the cities, where vice breeds,” he 


Mr. SYEWART. Idesire to make a verbal 
correction. After consulting several members 
of the Judiciary Committee, I move to amend 
the twelfth section of my amendment, in line 
two, by striking out the words ‘‘ or such per- 
son as he may empower for that purpose ;’’ so 
that the section will read: 

That it shall be lawful forthe President of the 
United States to employ such part of the land or 
naval forces of the United States, or of the militia, 


as shall be deemed necessary to prevent the viola- 
tion and enforce the due execution of this act. 


The amendment to the amendment was 


agreed to. 


holds up a picture to the world which should » 


appall mankind and repel every man from 
our shores. Sir, it will not do. Ifit is a mere 


figure of speech, it is a figure of speech that a ' 


man should be ashamed to utter. 
intended in seriousness, then there is no con- 
demnation too strong for the utterance of such 
a sentiment. . 

Why, sir, my colleague lives in a county that 


If it was | 


gives a good solid Democratic majority; a 


county in which there is no great city; a county 
of farmers, of men with moderate farms, few 
beyond eighty acres, very few, indeed ; acounty 
which I will undertake to say has not its supe- 
rior in the whole United States for the virtue 
of its inhabitants and for their respectability, 
To the east of that is just such another county, 
Democratic to the core. On the west of it is 
still just sych another, still more Democratic. 


Mr. MORTON. I desire to submit the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in as the fifth 
section of the Senate bill : 


I 
I 


. ner, Willey, Williams, and Y 
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is on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Indiana to the amendment of the Senator 
from Nevada. 


Mr. THURMAN. I desire to have the yeas 


i! and nays on that amendment. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


i taken, resulted—yeas 36, nays 9, as follows: 


i Morton, Nye, Q: 


YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Carpenter, 
Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Flanagan, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Harris, Howell, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, 
sborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, 
Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, Rice, Ross, Sawyer, Scott, 
Spencer, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, War- 
A ates—365. 
NAYS—Messrs. Casserly, Davis, Fowler, Hamil- 


-ton of Maryland#dJohnston, McCreery, Stockton, 


: Thurman, and 


Vickerss9, 

ABSENT— Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Boreman, Brown- 
low, Buckingham, Cameron, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, 
Edinunds, Fenton, Ferry, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, 
Howard, Howe, Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Vermont, 
Norton, Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, 
Tipton, Trumbull, and Wilson—27. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 


- agreed to. 


And be it further enacted, That if any person shall . 
prevent, hinder, control, or intimidate, or shall at- | 


person from exercising or in exercising the right of 


suffrage to whom the right of suffrage is secured or | 


guarantied by the fiftcenth amendmeut to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, by means of bribery, 
threats, or threats of depriving such person of em- 
ployment, or occupation, or of ejecting such person 


| from rented house, lands, or other property, or by 
' threats of refusing to renew leases or contracts for 


labor, or by threats of violence to himself or family, 
such person so offending shall be deemed guilty of 


: a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall 


be fined not less than $50Uand be imprisoned not Jess 
than one month and not more than one year. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I think the objection to 
that amendment is very obvious. It wili ren- 


* der it almost impossible for any landlord to 


On the south of it there is still another, also ` 
Democratic; so that my colleague can hardly | 


step out of his door; he cannot take a day’s 
ride without being surrounded by the Demo- 
cratic farmers of his neighborhood. 
him to go home and tell them, if he dare, the 
men who have seen him grow up from a boy; 
the men whose hands have helped him in the 
struggle for life, the men who have given him 
support and cherished him and helped td make 


I want ; 


him what he is; let him go home if he dareand | 


tell those old men that the strength of their 
party “lies in the pest-houses of the cities, 
where vice breeds.” 


Sir, I could not refrain from making these : 
remarks, because you are to vote to-night on i 


this bill; the debate will then cease, and it 
would look like bringing up an old quarrel to 
call attention to it in any other debate. It is 
not my fault that my colleague is not here to 


collect rent of a tenant about election times 


' without running the risk of a criminal prose- 


defend himself, for defend himself he ought to = 


do, if he has self-respect. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


tion is on the amendment moved by the Sen- | 


ator from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN. | 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. 

the yeas and nays on that question. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. THURMAN. What is the pending | 


question? Ithink the Chair stated it incor- 
rectly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It ison the 
first two sections of the amendment moved by 
the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN. ] 

Mr. THURMAN. Moved by the Seuator 
from Maine, [Mr. Hamutn. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. And after- 
ward moved by the Senator from Maine. The 
Chair stands corrected in that regard. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 31, nays 12; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Carpenter,Chandler,Cole, 
Corbett, Cragin, Flanagan, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, 
Howell, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Nye, 
Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Kevels, 
Rice, Sawyer, Scott, Spencer, Sprague, Stewart, Sum- 
ner, Thayer, Warner, and Yates—3l. 


NAYS—Messrs. Casserly, Davis, Fowler, Hamil- | 


ton of Maryland, Johnston, McCreery, Pool, Ross, 
Stockton, Thurman, Vickers, and Willey,—12. 
ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Bore- 
man, Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Cattell, 
Conkling, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, Gilbert, 


I call for |: 


cution. I ask the Secretary to report it again. 
I may be mistaken in my construction of it. 

The Secretary read the amendment to the 
amendment. ; 


companied by some intimation which could 
very readily be construed into a threat, and 
which, if made to a person of the class pro- 
tected by that section about election times, 
could very readily, as I said, be construed into 
athreat. I suggest to the Senator from Indi- 
ana whether there is not danger of such a con- 
sequence flowing from that part of his amend- 
ment. 


Mr. DAVIS. I move to strike out from that | 
amendment the words ‘‘to whom the right of ʻi) 
suffrage is secured or guarantied by the fif- | 


teenth amendment to the Constitution of the | 


United States.’’ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 


: Senator from Indiana accept the amendment? ; 
(Laughter. ] 


Mr. MORTON: No, sir. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


© will remark that the amendment of the Sen- 


ator from Indiana being an amendment to an 
amendment it cannot be amended in the third 
degree. 


Mr. MORTON. I think thisamendment of | 
It strikes at ` 
perhaps the greatest danger to which the col- ' 


mine is a very important one. 


ored people of the South are exposed. It is 


‘ment that is in order. 


Mr. DAVIS. I think that the white tenantry 


‘should have a special protection against the 
tempt to prevent, hinder, control, or intimidate any ʻi 


undue influence and oppression of the land- 
lords and landowners. £ therefore move to 
amend the amendment just adopted by strik- 
ing out the words that { stated a few minutes 
ago. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is not in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, I reckon the Chair 
understands whether it is or not, and can 
decide that question. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I submit that the Senate 
have agrced to the amendment of the Senator 
from Indiana in the precise words in which it 
stauds, and it is not now in order to change it. 
There is no better parliamentary law in the 
world than that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky is not in 
order at this time. When the amendment of 
the Senator from Indiana comes to be con- 


| curred in in the Senate the Senator from Ken- 
Mr. CASSERLY. An attempt to collect jadi Ue APAA T 


arrears of rent is generally and naturally ac- | 


tucky can move to concur in with it an amend- 
ment. His amendment is not in order now. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I will offer an amend- 
I offer the amend- 
ment which I had read some time:since. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre- 
tary will report the amendment now offered by 
the Senator from Kentucky to the amendment 
of the Senator from Nevada. 

The Seeretary read the amendment to the 
amendment, which was to insert as an addi- 
tional section the following: 


And be it further enacted, That no person shall 
enter into, hold, or attempt to exercise the powers 
or perform the duties of any office or public trust, 
which the Constitution or Jaws require to be filled 
by vote of the people, unless he shall have received 
at the election therefor a greater number of the 
votes of the electors entitled to vote at such election 
than any other candidate; and all persons entering 


' into, holding, or attempting to exercise the powers, 


or perform the duties of such office or public trust, 


' shall thereby commit a high misdemeanor, for which 
| they shall be subject to indictment and punishment 
' of imprisonment, for not less than one or more than 


five years, and fine of not less than $1,000 or more 


` than $5,000, one half thereof to go to the informer ; 


and all Treasury officers settling, passing, or paying 


, any claim or account for pay or compensation of any 


belonging to their former masters, and are | 


dependent upon them to a great extent for 
their employment ; and we understand that the 
great means which these men have to control 
the votes of these colored people will be threats 
of discharging them from their employment, 
or turning them out of their little houses, turn- 
ing them off of rented lands, or refusing to 
renew a lease, or refusing to renew a contract 
for labor. We all understand that this is the 
great and real danger to which the colored 
population of the South is exposed, and this 
amendment is intended to meet that exactly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


kind, of any person entering into or holding, or at- 
tempting to exercise the powers or perform the duties 
of any office or public trust, against the provisions 
of this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
thereby forfeit and be disqualified to hold his place, 


' and besubject to indictment and punishment of im- 


well known that most of them live upon lands .' prisonment for not less than twelve months, and fine 


of $1,000, one half to the informer. All persons 
entering into, holding, or attempting to exercise the 
powers or perform the duties of any office or public 
trust, against. the provisions of this section, shall 
also be subject to the civil suit of any person injured 


thereby. ; 

Mr. DAVIS. I will saya single word on that 
amendment. It proceeds upon the idea that 
no man shall claim to exercise the duties and 


| to assume the rights of an office unless he shall 


have received a plurality of the votes of the peo- 
ple who are entitled to vote in the election ; 
and it makes it a high misdemeanor if he does 


enter upon and assume the duties and respons- _ 
ibilities of any office that is so to be filled with- ` 


a 
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out having received the sanction of a larger. 


number of votes than any other competitor. 

I frankly admit that my object in offering this 
amendment is to correct a modern abuse of the 
House of Representatives in these evil times. 
The people frequently have given a large ma- 


jority to a parucular candidate ; the opposing | 
candidate, who received a small minority of | 
the vote, claimed the seat and contested the |. 
election; and it has keen the custom of the i 
House of Representatives, with a view to in- ` 


crease its majority, to displace the successful 
candidate, whom the people by their votes had 


minority of the votes. 


I was struck with the case of a recent con- || ment, consisting of two sections. 


tested election in the House of Representatives. | 
A_very able and facetious member of the House l! 
of Representatives, who is an ardent Repub- | Indiana has been inserted as section five. If 
lican, remarked to me facetiously in relation || so, I desire these to be inserted as sections six 


' and seven: 


to the contest of Mr. Sypher for a seat that 
was held by a man who received the returns 


of the election, and whose vote was four or | 


five times as large as that of the contestant, 
“The House has established this rule in rela- 
tion to the claims of Republican claimants to 
seats that are occupied by Democratic mem- 
bers: unless the claimant shall have received 
ten and a half per cent. of the vote cast, the 
House decides that he has not received a sufti- 
cient namber to entitle him to the seat, [laugh- 


of the vote cast, it comes within the rule and i 
principle established by the House; the Radi- | 


, lating any provision in either of the two preceding 
sections, any other felony, crime, or misdemeanor | 
i shall be committed, the offender, on conviction of | 
0 : || such violation of said sections, shall be punished for | 
ority of the popular vote shall be ejected | 


cal contestant shall have the seat, and the | 


Democrat who has received such a large ma- 
rom it, and shall be required to give it up to 
the Radical contestant.’ 

I admit that in relation to the qualifications 
and returns of elections of members of the 
House for the purpose of holding a seat the 
judgment of the House is sole and conclusive ; 
but when an immoral act, such as the claim of 
a seat in Congress under the force and effect 
of a small minority vote, is involved, if a law 
should pass making that a penal offense it 
would not interfere with the judgment or the 
effect of the judgment of the House in relation 
to the right to the seat. The question of the 
right to the seat as a member of the House, to 
be decided by the House itself, and with a 
view to every right to hold the seat and to 
receive its perquisites, is a separate and dis- 
tinct matter from that of making’such an im- 
morality a penal offense and punished accord- 
ing to law. 

Mr. President, there is no man whose judg- 
ment is not perverted but that will concede 
that the claim and the holding of a seat and 
the exercise and performance of its duties in 
such a case as I have named would be a great 
immorality, a great enormity, a great violation 
of the principle of popular election and of the 
principle of the Constitution upon which the 
election is based. There ought to be some 
redress for such wrongs, such crimes. They 
are crimes in their nature; they are not mala 
prohibita ; they are mala in se, and they ought 
to be treated as mala in se. ‘They are moral 
delinquencies; they are crimes against the Con- 
stitution, against the principle of representa- 
tion, against the ascendency of the popular voice 
in matters of election that are regulated by the 
Constitution, and they ought to be so treated 
and so redressed by thelaw. The proposition 
which I offer would so treat them, would so 
punish them, would so prevent them. 

The enforcement of such a principle as this 
would put an end to such scandalous instances 
of the violation of the principle of popular gov- 
ernment and of the power and effect of major- 
ities as have been so frequent in the House of 
Representatives. Those precedents are scan- 
dalous. They are derogatory and raons to 
‘the Government. They are in violation of 


Government; and thatis, of popular sovereignty 
and the right of the people to be represented 
in the Halls of Congress. I therefore conceive 
that it is the duty of Congress to the people, 


|i to themselves, to the purity of elections, to the 
: principle of popular government to devise this | 
or some other means by which such outrages | 
upon allas are so frequently perpetrated of late | 
years by the House of Representatives may be | 


avoided, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
, is on the amendment of the Senator from Ken- 
' tucky to the amendment. 

placed in the seat, and to appoint in his stead | 
the candidate who has received but a small i 


The amendment to the nmendment was 
rejected, ; 


Mr. POOL. 


I desire to offer an amend- 
I under- 


; stand that the amendment which has been 


adopted on the motion of the Senator from 


And be it further enacted, That if two or more per- 


sons shall band or conspire together, or go in disguise 


: upon the public highway, or upon the premises of 


another, with intent to violate any provision of this 
act, or to injure, oppress, threaton, or intimidate any 
citizen with intent to prevont or hinder his free exer- 
cise and enjoyment of any right or privilege granted 
or secured to him by the Constitution or laws of the 
United States, or because of his having exercised the 
same, such person shall be held guilty of felo ny, and 


: on convietion thereof, shall be fined and imprisoned; 
; the fine not to exceed $5,000, and the i i 
` ` è i nottoexoeed ten years; andshall, moreover, bethere - 
ter;] but if the number claimed by the claim- | 
ant shall be equal to ten and a half per cent. li Constitution or lava of tke Uchen eee 


And be it further enacted, That if in the act of vio- i| part of the land or naval forces of the United States, 


e lmmprisonment 


after in¢ligible to, and disabled from, holding any 
office or place of honor, profit, or trust, created bythe 


the same with such punishments as are attached to 
like felonics, crimes, and misdemeanors by the laws 
of the State in which the offense may be committed. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment moved by the Senator 
from North Carolina, to be inserted as sections 


| six and seven of the amendment offered as a 


substitute. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. s, 

Mr. POOL. I now desire to offer a substi- 
tate for the twelfth section. 

Mr. STEWART. : E hope that wil! not be 
adopted. `I hope the Senator from North Car- 
olina will not press it. © 000 ooe 

Mr. POOL. I moveto strike ont the twelfth 
section of the committee’s amendment and to 
insert in lieu of it the following: 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the 


‘United States may employ in any Stato such part of 

nd § nited States, or of 
the militia, as he may deem necessary to enforce the | 
complete execution of this act; and with such forces | 
may pursue, arrest, and hold for trial all persons | 
rovisions | 
of this act, and enforce the attendance of witnesses | 


the land and naval forces of the 


charged with the violation of any-of the 
upon the examination or trial of such persons. 
extend the provisions of the twelfth section, as 


it was in the original bill, to the enforcement 
of the attendance of witnesses upon the trial. 


The chief difficulty in the way of enforcing the j tion offered by the Senator from Indiana that 


Another difference between the two | there is no fee given to the informer, and I 


law will be in securing the attendance of wit- 
nesses. 
sections is this: the section as it stands in the 
Senate bill reads in this wise: 


Employ such part of the land or naval forces of 
the United States, or of the militia, asshall bedeemed 


necessary to prevent the violation and enforce tite | 


due execution of this act. 


t to prevent the violation of this act,” in order, 


| if possible, to meet the objection which was j 


urged that it would allow the President to go 
to the polls and surround them with troops ; 
and I think it would make the section no 


` stronger to have it in. 
Mr. CARPENTER. | Will the Senator allow | 


me to make a suggestion to him? 
‘Mr. POOL. Certainly. . : 
Mr. CARPENTER. All the first part of 


that section is wholly unnecessary. The Con- | 


the fundamental and the vital principle of our ! stitution makes it the duty of the President to 


RESSION AL ‘GLOBE. 


My purpose in offering this amendment is to | KPowingly omit to 


‘clause be stricken out. 
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take care that the laws are faithfully executed, 
and he is Commander in Chief of the Army 
and Navy. That is suggestive enough on that 
subject. The latter part of the section, which 
requires the Army to go after witnesses to be 
produced at the trial, is a proceeding which [ 
presume the Senator himself on reflection will 
not urge us to adopt. Subpenaing witnesses 
by process of martial law will not answer the 


! purpose. 


Mr. POOL. I do not propose to subpena 
witnesses by process of martial law at all. 

Mr. CARPENTER. TI understand that the 
Army are tò go out and catch them and bring 
them into court. 

Mr. POOL. I suppose the United States 
marshal is to go after them, and he will have 
to arrest them and carry them to court. If 
United States troops are present I do not 
know but that it would be indispensably ne- 
cessary, in order to get the witnesses in many 
instances, to have them brought by them, for 
I think the obtaining of witnesses will meet 
with as much resistance as the arrest of the 
offenders. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina. : 

Mr. MORTON. Let it be reported again. 

The Secretary read Mr. Poor’ s amendment. 

Mr. CORBETT. Now let the twelfth sec- 
tion of the Senate bill be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States to employ such 


or of the militia, as shall bedeemed necessary to pre- 
yent the violation and enforce the due execution of 
is act.. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques: 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
North Carolina to the amendment of the com- 
mittee. ; , 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected, there being on a division—ayes 6, 
noes 34. . E 

Mr. WILLEY. I propose to offer an amend- 
ment to the second section, and if that should 
be adopted, a similar amendment in the third 
and fourth sections. I propose to amend the 
second section by striking out all after the word 
‘shall,’ in the fourteenth line, down to the 


word *also,”! Be oe line. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The words 


‘proposed to be stricken out will be read. 


The Cater Cierx. - It is proposed to amend 


‘the amendment by striking out in the second 


section the following words: 


For every such offense forfeitand pay the sum of 
to the person aggrieved thereby, to be recov- 
ered by an action on the case, with full costs and such 
allowance for counsel fees as the court shall deem 


; Just, and shall also. 


So that the clause will read: 


And if any such person or officer shall refuse or 
ive full effect to this section, he 


gi 
‘| shall for every such offense be deemed guilty of a 
| Misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction. thereof, be 


fined not less than $500, and be imprisoned not less 
than one month, and not more than one year. 


Mr, WILLEY. I think I noticed in the sed- 


think that was a proper omission, if it was an 
omission. I doubt exceedingly the policy and 
the morality of this sort of remedial justice. I 


| think it will prove demoralizing to the com- 
‘munity and will bring the elective franchise 
|| itself into disrepute. It will give rise to annoy- 
I have left out in this amendment the phrase | 


ing and petty litigation, and it will only be 
resorted to by such men, perhaps, as will seek 
the penalty for the sake of getting it, not as a 
means of redressing the indignity and wrong 
of preventing them from voting or in any way 
interfering with the right of suffrage. Any voter 


- who properly values the right will feel himself 


sufficiently avenged and sufficiently rewarded 
by the penalty remaining in the section if this 
That would vindicate 
publie policy. I think the penalty itself is of 
sufficient magnitude to deter any person from 
violating the law or incurring any such penalty. 
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The whole system of. these gratuities to in- 
formersisdemoralizing to any community where 
it exists, and, as I said, Í think it would bring 
the elective franchise itself into disrepute. It 
strikes me that the law will have greater dignity 


and be equally efficient if this kind of remedy | 


be wholly stricken from it. Then it will cor- 
respond exactly, I think, to the section as intro- 


duced by the Senator from Indiana, who has . 


left that kind of penalty out of his section, as 
I heard it. 

Mr. STEWART. I will simply state that 
depriving a person who is entitled to vote of 
the privilege of exercising the elective fran- 
chise is the denying to him of a 
Heisinjured by being deprived of his vote ; and 
we propose to let him sue for it, and to allow 
him to recover damages for the injury done 


rivate right. 


him. : We did not regard him in the light of - 


an ordinary informer. 
Mr. THURMAN. 
learned gentleman of the Judiciary Committee 


whether any man who is refused his right to | 


vote has not the common-law remedy for that ; 


whether it needs an act of Congress to give him | 
that? Ifhe is entitied to more than $600 at ;; 


Will you undertake to restrict him to $500, or 
will you undertake to say that all men, under 
all circumstances, however different they may 
be, shall have precisely the same amount? 
Why do you not leave it to the common law, 


which gives to every man who ia deprived of | 


his right his action, 


and allows the jury to ren- | 
der such damages as are proper in the case? ` 
When the judges of election have acted ille- |. 
gally, but without corrupt motive, then the jury | 
are instructed by the court to render nominal . 
damages. When the judges have acted cor- 


ruptly or willfully, they may give thousands of | 


dollars. But you make a Proerustean bed 
here, and treat the judge who has ever so hon- 
estly, but mistaken the law, precisely on the 
same footing as a judge who has acted cor 
ruptly and willfully, and deprived a voter of his 
righ i , Eos 


ight, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The nestion 
ig on the amendment moved by the Senator 
from West Virginia, (Mr. Wri.ry. ] 

Mr. THURMAN called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 27; as follows: — 

YEAS—M essra. Anthony, Casserly, Davis, Fowler, 
Hamilton of Maryland,” Hamlin, Harlan, Howell, 
Johnston, MoCroory, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, 
Ross, Scott, Stockton, Thurman, Vickers, Willey, 

illiams, and Yates—21, 

NAYS — Mesars. 


Abbott, Cameron, Carpenter, 


Chandler, Colic, Corbett, Cragin, Flansgen, Hamil- 
ton af Toxas, Harris, Howard, Howe, McDonald, 
Nyco,Osborn, bertson, 


ool, Ramsey, Revels, Rice, 
Sawyer, Spencer, Sprague, 8 
and Warner—27. 

ABSENT — Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Buckingham, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, 
‘Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, Gilbert, Kellogg, Lewis, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nor- 
ton, Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, Tipton, Truwbull, 
and Wilson—24. G 


So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected, 


Mr. CARPENTER. I offer the following 
amendment, to be added as a new section: 


And be it further enacted, That any person who 
shall be deprived of, or fail to bo elected to any oflice 
except that of member of Congress or member of a 
State Legislature, by reason of a violation of any 
of the provisions of thìs act, or by reason of the do- 
ial to any citizen of the right to votoon account of 
is race, color, or previous condition of servitude, 

shall be entitled to hold such office and perform the 
duties and receive tho emoluments thereof, and may 
-recover the possession of such office by quo warranto 
or other appropriate_proceeding in the circuit or 


tewart, Sumner, Thayer, 


district court of the United States for the proper || 


district, or in any State court having jurisdiction of 
such proceedings. 

This is substantially restoring the fifth sec- 
tion of the bill, Ido not desire to take up 
time, but to make a remark explanatory of my 
object in offering to restore this section. If we 
have any authority and constitutional power to 
legislate upon this subject at all we have the 
power to pass such a law as will effectuate the 
purpose we have in view, to secure to the col- 


ored man of the South the right of voting, and 
the right of having the man for whom he votes 
hold the office provided he has received a 
majority of all the votes cast, or if he would 


had been permitted to cast his vote. 
trouble with the bill as we are about to pass it, 
without this section, is that it is a mere bill to 
punish offenses against that right, but it utterly 
fails to enforce the right, as it is the duty of 
Congress to do. 
To illustrate the distinction. During the 
time the fugitive slave law was in operation 
- would a sonthern master have been satisfied 
with an act of Congress which would make it 
a penal offense for any man to steal away his 
slave, or to harbor him, or to refuse to return 
him? No. Herequired that the Government 
of the United States should execute the duty 


> which he said, and. which the Supreme Court 
I want to putit to the | 


had decided, the Constitution cast upon the 
"Government. He required them to send their 
officers to seize this escaped slave and deliver 
' him back to him. It was not merely to punish 
| a man who had violated his right, but it was 
patting the 


man’s 
| right to vote. It does not simply stop with 
| with punishing a man who denies the right, but 
| it carries the right into execution ; it enforces 
` it; it secures the right of the man to cast his 

ballot, or to have the effect of his ballot if he 


is wrongfully deprived of casting it at the polls. E 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Wisconsin is that 


l ular office. 
have received a majority if the colored man | 
The | 
"but if I go to the ballot 


- wrongful act of another, 


machinery of the Government into | 
the common law, cannot thie jury give itto him? | operation to enforce it. Now, this section © 


does precisely the same thing with a 


perjury. The question here is how are we te 
insure to this man that he shall have his right 
to express his will as to who shall fill a partic- 
If he goes tothe polls and deposits 
a ballot you have written testimony of his inten- 
tion, and that is of course the h’ghest evidence ; 
-box with a ballot for 


` John Doe to be sheriff of my county, and offer 


it to be deposited in the box, and [ am pre- 
vented from having it deposited there by the 
then I have performed 
my duty; l have done everything I could do, 
and Lam entitled to the right, which the Con- 
stitution and the law secures to me, to have 
that ballot counted for that officer. I admit 
that there may be a temptation to perjury. So 
there is when my farm is in question. So there 
is when the title to a horse is in question. I 
admit that there is a greater danger of mistake 
where the ballot has not been deposited and 
has only been offered ; but that only goes to the 
question of the degree of proof. The ballot, 


if it finds its way into the box, is written evi- 


dence of the man’s intention. 

If the ballot is offered at the box, and only 
fails of finding its lodgment there by the wrong- 
ful act of the officer, then you have to resort 
to secondary evidence, but the best evidence 
which the nature of the case admits of ; and 
if a jury can find and be satisfied from the tes- 


_timony that my ballot would have been placed 


in the box for John Smith for sheriff, and was 


: kept out of it simply by the wrongful act of the 


inspector of the election, and that ballot would 


` have turned the result, then one of two things 
_ is certain: that hallot although never deposited 


a man shall be installed into office by votes — 
or I am deprived of my share in the admin- 


that never were cast. That is it. 
Mr. CARPENTER. Yes; that is it. 


' before. I do not say that there may not be any 
new thing under the sun after that amendment, 
Solomon said so a long time ago, and | bad 
thought that he spoke the trath; but I give it 
up now. 
he what is this thing? Upon testimony that 
A B,C D, and E F were deprived of their 
votes unlawfully—that is the first thing to be 
egtablished—and then, in the second place, that 
they would have voted for somebody who did 
not receive a majority of the votes cast, that 
somebody is to commence proceedings to get 
possession of the office. 


if you can get somebody who swears that he 
was improperly excluded from the right to vote, 


, impossible to convict him of perjury? 
very nature of things you cannot do it, for he 
swears merely to an intention, He may 


close election, if a man is elected to Congress 


There is a new thing under the sun. | 


Mr. THURMAN. That is exactly it; and ` 
that makes it athing that never was heard of || 


and then, in addition to that, can swear for | 
whom he would have voted, when it is utterly | 
In the | 


awear as falsely as ever man swore, and yet in a 


‘by one majority—and I have known mem- | 
i ber of Congress after member of Congress 


| elected by one majority; if a man is elected 
| Governor of a State by five or ten majority— 
‘and I have known a Governor to bo elected 
by less than two hundred majority in my own 
' State—if you can get a set of men after that 
| tocomeup and swear that they were improper) 
| excluded from voting, and thatthey would have 


| voted for the defeated candidate, then, although 


| it is utterly impossible in the nature of things 
i to convict them of perjury, the defeated can- 
| didate is to be installed into office by the order 
| of a district jadge of the United States. 

| Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, there 
| ia no rigbt that a man can enjoy in this country, 
no matter how dear or how sacred it may be, 
not merely the right to property, not merely the 
| right to hold an office, but the right to the cus- 
| tody of his own child must depend upon judicial 
| sentence and may be affected by perjury. No 
Government ever did, and no Government ever 
can, guard a man against that evil and against 
being injured and 


in the box, must be counted for John Smith, 


istration of the government, deprived of my 
right of elective franchise, and there is no re- 
dress and no remedy. All that can be said 
about it goes simply to the weight, the extent, 
the concjusiveness, or the satisfactory charac- 
ter of the evidence; but it is in every instance 
a question of intention, only in one case the 
testimony is higher and more satisfactory than 
it is in the other. 
Now, one word and I have done, for I do not 
ropose to spend any time about this matter. 
y radicalism is not of a kind that will explode 
in sentiment. I shall not entertain this Senate 


|| with bloody speeches when there is nothing to 
! be done. 
under any circumstances to vote for any law 

Now, I put it to the Senator, what man’s title © 
to office is safe in a closely-contested election i 


I shall never fail at any time or 


which it is within our constitutional power to 
ass which will curb these cruel devils of the 
South of their will and secure to the colored 
man his practical and substantial right. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, we hear 
of nothing but the colored man. Why, sir, this 
is a law to.carry outa constitutional amend- 
ment that prohibits you from making any dis- 
tinction on account of color; your fifteenth 
amendment probibits you from making any dis- 
crimination on account of color; and yet we 
hear nothing except about the colored man. I 
do not understand this, unless wy friend from 
Wisconsin has got some painter's dictionary 


_and found in that that white is no color. 
_ cannot account for it. He seems to forget that 
‘there are many white people in the country. 


When he o eved his argument it was by talic- 
ing about the fugitive slave law and what the 


‘ slaveholders demanded, asif that had anything 


to do with this matter; and afier that appeal 
to the feelings of the Senate, after that lunge 
at the passions of the Senate, he then comes 


' and says he does not undertake in his radical- 


efrauded in bis rights by 1, known. 


ism to say anything that is not germane to the 
subject. He has acknowledged frankly, as 
became his character, that this is a new thing 
under the gun, this idea of counting votes that 
never were cast; but he says it is simply a 
degree of proof. 

He puts the case of a man coming with his 
ballotand the ballotis not received. What isthe 
essence of election by ballot? That it shall be 
secret; that the vote of the man shall not be 
The whole theory of the ballot is that 
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the voter may vote in secretin order that he may 
not be overborne by the power, the influence, 
or the persecution of any man whatsoever. 
That is the whole reason for the vote by bal: 
lot. It is supposed that it gives a man more 
independence, because he can vote in secret 
and no man may know how he votes; and hence 
in the law of every State it is made a criminal 
offense for the judges to look into the ballot: to 
see how the man votes. 


are known simply to himself; and the judges 
of election, after examining his name, hearing 


what he has to say, hearing what is to be said | 


against him, decide that he is not qualified, not 


qualified because they are not satisfied that he | 
is a resident; they are not satisfied’ he is of 


age; they are not satisfied he was registered ; 


they are not satisfied that he had paid the tax _ 


that entitled him to vote. For these or any 
of these reasons, or all of them together, they 
decidé honestly and conscientiously that the 
man is not entitled to vote. What then? The 
man who is defeated is to renew that contro- 


Then here comes a |: 


man with a folded ballot, the contentsof which | for these men, chosen for their integrity, these 


ji 
li 


:: much zeal. 
versy, and to go into your district coyrt, and to ` 
say that Mr. A B—colored manor white man, I ` 
beg leave to say, my friend—was there with his |, 


secret ballotin his pocket, and the judges, after | 
investigating his: case, held that he was not a | 


qualified voter, and therefore refused his vote, 


when in truth and in fact upon the new evi- || 
dence he presents it is said he is a qualified | 


voter; and then the court is to decide that if 
that ivan had been allowed to vote, and had 


voted as he swears he would have voted, then | 


the defeated candidate would have been elected. 

But now I call my friend’s attention to the 
fact that.in every contested election there is a 
claim and there is a counter-claim. If I con- 
test the election of a man who beat me fora 


popular office..on the ground that votes. were | 


not received. for me that onght to have been 
received, or that votes. were cast for him of 
pene not qualified. to vote,. he can come 

ck at me with proof that there was..more 
fraud in the votes cast. for me than in those 
east for him, and the. tribunal that, tries the 
contest. sums up the yotes on both. sides, and 
finds where the majority of the legal votes was. 
But. here the Senator from. Wigconsin proposes 
to go into the district court with a guo war- 
‘ranto, and to find on that quo warranto, what? 
That-A B, C D; and E F offered to vote, that 
their votes were refused, and that they would 
have voted for the person who was defeated. 

Mr. DAVIS. I would ask my honorable 
friend from Ohio; who is an able lawyer, if a 
dill ia equity for specific execution would. not 
be a better remedy than the writ of quo war- 
ranto? [Laughter.J] © ` a 

Mr. THURMAN. Iwill not undertake to 
gay how that matter is. I do not know; I do 
not pretend to decide that; but es 
` Mr. CARPENTER, If it would be it is 
covered by the section which provides for a 
i t other appropriate proceed- 


quo warranto or 
ing. . 
Mr. THURMAN. ‘The committee started 
out with mandamus ; they have knocked that 
down and now they have pat in á quo warranto. 
{Laughter.] But really I put it to my friend 
whether or not he can satisfied with any such 
proposition. Itisutterlyimpossible,and willbe, 
under it to convicta man of perjury. I want to 
call the attention of the Senate to that point. 
Here isa bill that bristles all over with fines, with 
penalties, and with imprisonments, that sends 
men to the penitentiary, upon what ground? 
Upon the ground that.there are men who will 
‘corruptly vote ; upon the ground thatthere are 
men who will violate their oaths; upon the 
ground that the very officers of election who 
are chosen by the people, who are supposed 
to be respectable men because they are chosen 
to such a high position—for it is a high posi- 
tion—will commit willfal and corrupt perjury, 
and-hence it is necessary to fine them and even 
‘to send them to the penitentiary. 
Here is a bill that has this estimate of 
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human nature, that treats the very officers who 
are chosen—the registrars, the judges of elec- 
tion, the board’ of canvassers—as men who 
deserve to have over them this great supervis- 
ion, and so much so that you can have no trast 
in them, and the walls of the penitentiary and 
the heaviest fines are necessary to punish these 


officers because of their supposed guilt or sup- ` 
' posed liability to guilt. 


the case, while there is no penalty too severe 


men chosen for their respectability, here the 
Senator from Wisconsin proposes to open to 
the whole body of voters of the United States 


' the right by false swearing —false swearing for 
which they never can be convicted because it - 


And yet while that is. 


a state of confusion and disorder and delay 
about filling the offices, and a state of uncer- 
tainty as to who are entitled to office, that will 
produce much more mischief than this amend- 
ment will good. I thought after the fifth sec- 
tion was stricken out it would not be revived. 

Mr. MORTON. I was opposed to this sec- 
tion when it first appeared in the bill. I thought 
it was a stretch of the proposition to enforce the 
fifteenth amendment; and besides that it was 


_ a dangerous section and a dangerous power. 
| This‘is a bill to enforce the fifteenth amend- 
‘ment; to secure to every man entitled to vote 
: under that amendment the exercise of his 


is simply swearing to an intention—to change ` 


< the decision of the board of canvassers aud i 
‘ install the defeated candidates in office. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 


i right; to punish those who obstruct him and 


to secure damages to him if he is obstructed. 
But this section proposes to go beyond that, 


' and to give to a second person a right to re- 


© cover an office.’ It seems to me that that is 


l-appreliend that there |. 


is room for great abuse under this section that ` 
has been proposed by the Senator from Wis- , 
; consin, notwithstanding he advocates it with so 


polls, as I understand the effect of this section, 
under an apprehension, as perhaps some of the 


Persons may stay away from the || 


what would be called in the law, remote. To 
secure to A B his right to vote by proper pen- 
alties and by proper remedies is one thing; 
but to secure to C D the benefits he would get 
if A B should te allowed to vote is another 


‘ thing, and entirely beyond it. 


negroes of the South do, that if they go to the ` 


polls they will be assailed or will meet with 


some violence; they are afraid to go and vote; | 
and when the election is determined the con- 
test is transferred to the courts and these per- | 


sons go before the courts and are allowed to 
testify that if they had voted at the election, 
and had not been afraid to attend the election, 
and could: have voted, they would have voted 


I inquire if there is 


| the elections will be removed from the execu- 
| tive to the judicial department of the country? 


The Senator from Wisconsin suggests that it 
is now in every State of the Union, I éontro- 
vert that altogether. I know that elections 
may be contested before State courts in every 


State of the Union; but I have’ yet to learn | 
that an election can he contested before 4 court | 


upon the statement of an’ individual ‘that he 
would have voted, if he bad been ‘allowed to 
vote, in a certain way.. Where men go to the 


polls and: vote, very often the vote ‘of a pre: | 


cinct is excluded becayie there is informality 
in the returns otin some other ministerial acts 
connected with the election after the votes have 
been cast dnd the individual voter has determ- 
ined his choice, so that it is known whom he 
refers. 4 m of. 
Mr. DAVIS; Will the’ honorable 
permit me to ask hinta question? ` `> 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly. ` 
Mr. DAVIS. 


effect of a vote that was never cast? > ° 
"Mr. WILLIAMS. I must say that I never 
did; and I see that if persons who do not vote, 
whose wishes or opinions are concealed in their 
own bosoms, may come forward ina court and 
testify that if allowed to vote-they ‘would have 
voted in a certain way, it will enable any de- 
feated candidate at an election where the con- 
test is-a close one to overturn the result of that 


election in a court; because persons may be | 


induced from various considerations ‘to go to 
a court and deliver testimony of that kind. 
Bat where the vote has been cast, and it has 
been rejected on account of any irregularity, 
the court may proceed without regard to tech- 
nicalities and count the votes and determine 
which candidate received a majority of the 
votes actually cast; and I do not believe there 
can be found in the history of this country any 
other contested-election case. | 
Now, in view of the fact that in the southern 


| States a great many of these people may be 
laboring under an apprehension that it would || r 
| to-däy is that- by the common law which re- 


be unsafe to go to the polls, it occurs to me 
that there may be a general determination 
there, possibly, to settle all these contested 
elections in the courts; and if so, it will create 


Senator | 


It can scarcely be said that this provision is 
one to enforce the fifteenth amendment. In 


, One sense itmightbe, but broadly it would not 


be ; it would be to give to a second person the 
indirect benefits from the supposed exercise of 
a right in regard to voting. Now, ag the Sen- 
ator from Oregon has well said, it is a very 


'! uncertain thing to permit an office to depend 


upon what a man intended to do. If the bal- 


' Iot-box has been stuffed, if votes have been 


| for the person who did not reeeieve the certifi- ` 
| cate of the canvassers. 
i not danger that this business of determining 


taken out and spurious votes have been put 
in, that is‘anact, and if you can prove that 


` the votes have béen cast and that the person 


to whom they were given would have a major- 
‘upon proof of that fact you give him the 


ity, a 
i okk but there is ‘proof of performance of an 


att. 


In this case, however, the act has not 
been performed. 
Mr. CARPENTER. ‘Why? Because the 

man Was by force and wrong prevented ? 
“Mr. MORTON. ‘You have got to provethat 
the other party intended to perform it. 

` Mr. WILLIAMS. And what kind of a vote 
hë intefded to'give. ` 

. Mr.. MORTON. That is a matter which 
remains’ in his ‘own breast'up to the time he 
takes the oath.- The othér party cannot know 
anything aboutit. He cannot have airy certain 
evidence upon that point. Why, sir, youdo'not 


| punish a man for intending to commit a crime; 


you carinot dd that. You cannot punish a man 
for intending to comifit a larceny that he never 
did commit. “You carhot punish a man for an 


` i, intent to commit'a burglary that he never com- 
Task the Senator from Ore- i 
gon if in ail his‘experience he ever knew of an | 
office being given to a man upon the faith änd | 


tnitted. ‘You can punish a man for assault and 
battery with intent to commit a murder, when he 
has committed the assault; but there the intent 
springs out of an act performed. If he has 
never performed any act you cannot punish 


| Bim at‘all. -And how you can establish the 
| right of the second-person to an office from 
: the intention of the first person to perform an 


act that he never did perform, I cannot very 
well understand. I think that is going too far. 
Tt would be a dangerous power and liable to 
abuse. — 

_ Mr. CARPENTER. {I will take buta very 


|| few minutes in replying to both the Senators 


before me who have spoken against this amend- 
ment. . 5 S 

The Senator from Oregon says this is a new 
thing. Ffit was not I should not want to have 
it put into the bill. I do not propose to reénact 
the common law. Of course the very object 
of putting it into the bill‘is to establish a new 
principle. Now, let us see precisely what the 


i principle is as well known and daily enforced 


in the courts. In a quo warranto between two 
contesting candidates for an office, decided by 
a court and tried by a jury, the question there 


ceived the largest number of votes; and that 
involves also the question, for whom did the 
highest number of persons voting actually 
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intend to cast their votes ; and that is the ques- 
tion passed upon. In a case which was much 
considered and is reported in the Wisconsin 
Reports, the case of Carpenter vs. Ely, there 
were certain ‘ballots cast for the candidates 
by wrong initials; and the question was, for 


whom did the parties casting the votes intend | 
to give them? and the court submitted that as `: 


n question of fact to the jury to be judged of 
from all the surrounding circumstances of the 


case. It was, therefore, determining the right | 


to that office by the jury’s ascertaining the | 


intentions of the man who voted. 


In that case | 


of course there was a ballot, though the ini- | 


tials were wrong; there was a starting point 


in writing; but nevertheless the question of the | 


title to that office depended upon the intention 
of the voter, and that had to, be arrived at 
by the jury from the evidence. It is true the 
evidence was partially in writing and partially 
in parol. ‘he circumstances surrounding the 
election, who were candidates, who resided in 


the county, &c., were proper circumstances, | 


as the court charged the jury, to be weighed 
in connection with the ballot upon which the 
name was written wrongly. 


So the law stands at the present time. Now, | 


how far does this innovate upon it? Simply 
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that he admits that the Democrats sometimes 
vote right. 

Mr. MORTON. When they vote with me 
they generally do. [Laughter.] 

Mr. THURMAN, Or rather, when the Sen- 
ator votes with them. In the next place, I 
want to notice that extraordinary principle of 
law announced by the Senator from Wisconsin, 


. that the presumption is that the people are all 
‘honest. 


But then the converse of that seems 
to be in the mind of the Senator, or rather he 
seems to make a distiuction between the officer 
and the people themselves. Sir, while the 
legal presumption is that .no one of the dear 


_ people will swear to a lie, the Senator’s pre- 


sumption seems to be that the officers are dis- 


‘honest enough to commit perjury every time 
' they are called upon to act. 


Mr. CARPENTER. 
imagination, not mine. 
Mr. THURMAN. And yet the argument 
of the Senator from Wisconsin, his own bill 


goes upon the theory-—— 
Mr. CARPENTER. The Senator will par- 


That is the Senator's 


‘don me. - Jt goes on the theory that there will 


in one particular: it says thatif I go tothe ' 


ballot-box with my vote and offer it, and I am 


‘then you will apply it to the incidental and | 


prevented from putting it into the box by the ` 
wrongful act of another, I shall have the full : 
force and benefit of having it put into the box. | 


Mr. WILLIAMS. The amendment applies 
as well to registration and assessment and tax- 


ation, and all that, as to a proposition to vote. . 
Aman may change his mind a dozen times : 


after registration before he votes. 


Mr. CARPENTER. I hopethe Senator will ;; i 
! and that there will be just as many fellows , 


not alarm himself unnecessarily on the subject | 


of that amendment. The amendment provides |, 2 ; 
|! of the voters, in proportion to their number, as : 


simply this: that if any person shall fail to be 
elected to his office in consequence of a viola- 
tion of the very act we are passing to-night, or 


in consequence of a denial of the right to vate | 


to any citizen on the ground of race, color, or 
previous condition of servitude, then the man 
shall have his office notwithstanding the vote 
being not cast. There is no occasion to he 
frightened about this. ` , 

enators say ‘‘ these men will swear falsely.” 
OF whom are they speaking? The theory upon 
which our Government rests is that honesty is 
with the people, not with their servants. We 


take it in the diluted form; we take it mixed | 


with the temptations of politics and siatesman- 
ship, and all the other contingencies that affect 
public life. In the people it remains a prime, 
pure article, Now, if you cannottrust the peo- 
ple on oath as to whom they intended to vote 
for, then the basis of integrity upon which our 
free institutions rest is a rotten one... _. 
Now, without taking more time, I desire 
simply in this connection to express—no, Mr. 
President, I cannot express, for I haye no 
language that will embody it—the sorrow that 
I have experienced this evening at seeing the 
Senator from Indiana take his seat with the 
Democrats on this question, [laughter,] utter- 
ing words here that must carry dismay to the 
heart of every loyal man in the South, [laugh- 
ter;] and by the pleasant memory of the past, 
by ail the associations that cluster around the 
brow of the Republican party, I beg. him to 
come back. i _ ; 
Mr. MORTON. Mr. President,. I under- 
stand the allusion made by the Senator from 
Wisconsin when he talks about me taking my 
seat with the Democrats. He will bear in mind 
that I have not said anything on that subject. 
I have not complained of gentlemen voting 
with the Democrats, especially when the Dem- 
ocrats vote right. On the other hand, I must 
express my gratification that the. Senator in 
order to prove himself to be radical is willing 
to go to the other extreme and slop clear over. 
Mr, THURMAN. Mr. President, on behalf 
of the Democrats I want first to make my 
acknowledgments to the Senator from Indiana 


} 


be here and there a rascal in office, and that 
he ought to be punished. You cannot punish 
a man here and there by your law; you must 
make your provision to hit every officer, and 


exceptional rascals that show their heads above | 


water. n a 

Mr. THURMAN. I am somewhat like 
Michael Cassio, a mathematician, or at least I 
know something of the rule of three ; and inas- 
much as the proportion of officers to the pro- 
portion of voters is very small, I am inclined 
to think that the proportion of rascals in the 
two classes is at least in the same proportion ; 


found. to swear falsely among the great body 


there would be among the office-holders. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Let it be noted that it 
is the Senator from Ohio who is blaspheming 
the people. l 

Mr. THURMAN, Ab! Let it be recorded. 
If my friend ever belonged to the Sons of Malta 
he would understand that: let it be recorded. 
[Langhter. Who is. it that is blaspheming 
the people?. The people choose certain men 
to office; they choose them to be registrars ; 
they choose them to be judges of election ; 
they choose them to be canvassers. of votes ; 
aaa if the people are honest, then, unless the 
Senator is prepared to say that they have no 


| intelligence, (and, God. forbid that a Senator 


should speak against the intelligence of the 
American people! That would be a worse 
blasphemy,.a great deal, than my supposition 
that there were some rascals in the city of New 


York; certainly I am not going to run against | 


the people; but since the people are all so 
honest, unless they are a setof very great fools, ) 


they must elect reasonably decent men to hold | 


these offices. f ; 
. But now, all that apart, the Senator from 


Wisconsin totally forgets that in certuin States | 


there is no such thing as a vote by ballot; and 
therefore there cannot, in the nature of things, 
be any such evidence as he speaks of. The 


| vote is viva. voce; the voter simply goes. up 


and says, “I want to vote.” He cannot be 
inquired of then for whom he would vote, It 


ig not proper that that question should be put ; 


to him. . The first inquiry.is into his qualifica- 
tions., Ifhe is not qualified the judges reject 
him aş an unqualified voter; and there is not 
one single thing to tell how that man would 
have voted; itis all in his own mind. © , 
Again, the Senator refers to cases in which 
votes have been counted for a person although 
he votes had the initials wrong. That is true. 
There are such cases as that where the ballot 
is cast for J. W. instead of W. J., or J. R. 
ingtead of J. B., or something of that kind. 
There are such cases. But I will tell my friend 
from Wisconsin that he .cannot-find a single 
case of that kind in which the vote has been 
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received upon the bare testimony of the voter 
that he intended to vote for the right man. 
Although such evidence has sometimes been 
received, and sometimes has been rejected as 
illegal testimony, not admissible at all, yet it 
has been held in every case that there must be 
extrinsic evidence besides that, which of itself 
would show that the right person was intended. 
Mr. CARPENTER. 1 ask leave to modify 
my amendment so as to meet as far as I can 
the views of the Senators who object toit. [ 
modify it by striking out the words ‘‘ by reason 
of the violation of any of the provisions of this 
act’’ and inserting ‘who offered his vote at 
the election ;” so that the section will read: 
That any person who shall be deprived, or fail to 
‘ be elected to any office, except that of member of 
Congress or member of a State Legislature, by reason 
| of the denial to any citizen of the right to vote who 
|i offered his vote at tho election on account of hig 
‘' race, color, or previous condition of servitude, shall 
|| be entitled to hold the office, &e. G 
(Mr, WILLIAMS. I should like to inquire 
i, of the Senator from Wisconsin how that applies 
l to the State of Oregon, where we vote viva 
|| VOCE. ; 
Mr. CARPENTER. You ought to know 
| better than that; but even there, when a man 
| goes to the polls and asks to have his name. 
: called that is an offer to vote. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. The language of the 
amendment is ‘' offered to vote.” 
Mr.CARPENTER. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment I have offered. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
_taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 22; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Cameron, Carpenter, Chandler, 
Cole, Cragin, Flanagan Gilbert, amilton of Toxas, 
Harris, Howe, Yowell, McDonald, Nye, Osborn, 
Ramsey, Rovels, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, Spencer, 
Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, and Warner—2¢. 
NAYS—Mersrs. Abbott, Casserly, Corbett, Davis, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Harlan, Howard, Johnston, 
: McCreery, Morton, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Ross, 
Scott, Stockton, Thurman, Trumbull, Vickers, Wil- 
\| ley, Williams, and Yates—22, 
ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Bore- 
man, Brownlow, Buckingham, Cattell, Conkling, 
Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Kerry, Fowler, Hamlin, 
Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Norton, Patterson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Sher- 
man, Sprague, Tipton, and Wilson—26. op 
So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. | i ae 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I move to amend by 
striking out of the eighth section, in lines 
twenty and twenty-one, the words ‘for such 
portion of the land or naval forces of the United 
States or of the militia ;’’ so as to make the 
section in that part of it read: nae 

And tho persons so appointed to execute any war- 
rant or process as aforesaid shall have authority to 
summon and call to their aid the bystanders or posse 
comitatus of the proper county, as may be necessary 
i to the performance of the duty with which they are 

charged. ee Oar Ta 

I will simply state that this section empowers 
suitable persons who may be appointed by the 
commigsioners—the appointment of the com- 
missioners is unlimited, and the appointment 
of these suitable persons is unlimited—not only 
to call upon the bystanders, the posse comita- 
tus of the proper county, to-aid them in the exe- 
cution of any process, but they are authorized 
also to call on such portion of the land or naval 
forces of the United States, or of the militia, 
| as may be necessary. I do not think that power 
| ought to reside in the hands of such persons. 
' Mr. STEWART. I suggest. to the Senator 
from Oregon that that section follows the lan- 
guage of the civil rights bill. I believe that is 
i the way the military forces always go, as a 
| posse. I hope the provision will not be stricken 


out. Moat, Cane 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Texas. I would sug- 
gest to the Senator from Oregon that in many 
sections of the country there is nobody to call 
: on the posse comitatus except some one in 
i league and sympathy with the very men who 
| are violating the law. That is the case in 
| whole sections of the southern States; and 
| Senators who do not know it ought to go down 
| there and ascertain the fact., There seems to 
| be an impression—and the suggestion has been 


ea 
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thrown out here on several occasions—that 
there is great danger in employing the land 
and naval forces of the country in enforcing 
the laws. 
United States t te afraid to employ an Army 
of thirty thousand, three fourths, nine tenths 


of whom, in fact, are engaged on the Indian ` 


frontier. Su 
Army of the 
at any election in this country, whom would 


paces you scattered the whole 


a million or a million of men, as they have in 


danger. 
quarter altogether. 

It is difficult, and exceedingly difficult, to get 
Senators to understand that the conditions all 


nited States around at the polls - 


Why, sir, are the people of the | 


] 
[j 


if you please: Suppose we make some mis- 
take ; suppose we throw a door open here and 
there and violate the letter of the law, and vio- 
late private rights; are not private rights bein 
violated now on every hand almost? 

Then, sir, my argument is that these evils 
will cure themselves. 


gr 
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! oppress and to hamper our Democratic friends 

| over Part ea and deprive them of the lux- : 
y elec -ury of killing and whipping negroes, possibly ` 
they intimidate? If youhad’an Army of half ` roots ogee a k 


it will induce them to come together and ask 


l ‘ t : for -a repeal of the law by requiring their 
Russia or France, possibly there might be some ` 


r people to behave themselves ; otherwise they | 
The danger here is from another -i 


never will behave themselves. If you do not 


i bring oppression, as it were, upon the good 


' people of the country you will never. oblige ; 


over the Union are not precisely as they are in |; 


their own section of country. 


Take Massa- |: 


chusetts, take Pennsylvania, take any well- ` 
regulated old community in this country, and, ` 
I, grant you, these provisions are not necessary; ` 
but they are eminently proper and: necessary : 


now in the southern States.. Your laws there 


are a dead letter, and will remain a dead letter | 


unless something is done to enforce them. 


will never have the laws executed. 
Gentlemen stop on this hand and on that and 

on the other and say it will not do to do this ; 

you must not infringe on the rights of persons 


wrong will be done! Why, sir, wrong has been 
done in millions of cases. There is nothing 
but wrong now in whole sections of the country. 
Personal rights are destroyed; men are de- 
prived of their dearest rights, and the Govern- 
ment is standing with its officers there with 


their fingers in their mouths, afraid to say a | 


word, They are intimidated, overborne;. the 
rebel sentimentis omnipotent from the Potomae 
to the Rio Grande, and everybody knows it 
who has been in that country. 


Sir, if it were not for the gravity of the sub-. 


ject I should have been amused the other day 
when an appeal was made to the Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. Bevers] about the condition. 
of his own State. Surely gentlemen ought not 
to drag up a man here aut make him testify to 
anything of that sort.. I know, sir, how. the 
sentiment which seems to be entertained all 
over the country of relief to the men-who. are 
excluded from office by law came to be adopted. 
Does not everybody know it? If not, itis time 
the people werelearning. Public sentiment is 
driving our party to their position. There is 


not a solitary loyal. man in the country who jj 


wants anything of amnesty talked of. Give 
the loyalists the opportunity and the liberty to 
say at home precisely what they do want, and 
they will tell you they want every old rebel 
excluded from office ; and every solitary man 
of them ought to be excluded fromthe polls as 
well. The safety of this country requires it. 

-I beg Senators to remember what they have 
been told in the debates on this occasion. The 
time. will come when they will see and feel 
that there is danger yet ahead of us. You have 
not conquered the rebels yet. They are defy- 
ing the Government to-day, and they will con- 
tinue to defy it just as long as you tamper.with 
them. Wherever a man raises his puny arm 
against this Government or. against the loyal 
citizens of the Government you ought to take 
him by the throat.and knock him on the head. 
tHe will respect no other argument. I do not 
want to say anything in this matter... I am not 
a lawyer, and theretore Ido not undertake to 
‘meet gentlemen who are criticising the provis- 
ons of the bill; but I understand that no laws 
in any couatry can be enforced, no society can 
be protected and regulated without some risk 
and some hazard. Some men ‘will testify falsely, 
some men may bring false. accusation against 
their. neighbors.. -These things will happen ; 
they do happen in every community in the 
world.; but the ame of the Republican party, 
after what it has done and accomplished in the 
last ten years, can bear. one spot, many spots 
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empowered to appoint suitable persons, sub- 
ordinates to themselves, as many as they please, 
who are not recognized as officers of the law, 
or responsible to anybody; and into the hands 
of these subordinates, these bailiffs, these per- 


3 ii sons who occupy the lowest possible official 
If this law is found to |j 


grade in the country for temporary purposes, 
| is put the great power of commanding the 
Army and Navy of the United States, and at 
their pleasure and will they are authorized to 
summon troops to any polling place in the 
: country, 

If this was a law for Texas alone I would not 


<- say one word against it; but itis a law for the 


these good people to band themselves together : 
for the purpose of taking care of the bad peo- ` 


ple of the country. 

This is the condition of affairs now all over 
the South. Men sit by and see the law vio- 
lated; they will not turn a hand, they will not 
say.oue solitary thing. Why? Because itis 
unpopular, it brings them into collision with 


whole United States, and we are to answer for 
the existence of this law in the State of New 
York and in the State of Pennsylvania, and 
everywhere in the United States, and we have 
to meet the people and say to them and acknowl- 
' edge that we have made a law which enables 
: persons of this description, if they see proper, 


|, for any purpose, to bring around the polis the 
| military power ofthe country. Ido not believe 


_ the mob, subjects them to violence and to in- ` 
; : sult, and therefore they sit quietly and see their 
The country must risk something, else you | 


neighbors despoiled of their rights. 
In my mail this morning—I wish I had them 


‘here; 1 did not think of saying a word or I ; 
‘, should have broughtthem with me—I received 
: a batch of half a dozen cases that came in by 
there; and here.there isa possibility that some i 


| 


| 


i 


the last mail, some of the most monstrous 


: and inhuman outrages that have been commit- 
ted in the last ten years, and nobody was ar-.i' 


: rested, nobody was examined ;-and so it will be. 


f 
i 
l 
| 
i 


These things are alarming the whole country. 


| stand as it is. 


in this.. If this power was invested in some 
proper officer, a man whose position would sat- 
isfy the country that he was a man of character 
and responsibility, then it would not be so ob- 
jectionable; bat who knows what sort of per- 
sons will be appointed by these commissioners? 
There lies the danger of this section. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope this section will 
It these persons are suitable 


., persons to execute process they are suitabie 


| These are very extraordinary cases, almost ' 


intolerable to be published in. the papers; men ` 


can hardly believe such things would occur at 


all, and. yet they do occur, and are likely to ` 


: occur in the future. 


Now, Mr. President, as far as I am con- 
cerned, I want to vote for this bill as it stands 
now. It will do some good. But if such pro- 
visions as that proposed by the Senator from 


Wisconsin are stricken out, and other provis- : 


ions are stricken out according to suggestions 
that have been made, I would rather see it 
withdrawn than passed in that shape. . To be 
effective it must reach the very cases that the 
Senator from Nevada had 
he offered the amendment, 
much. A tee : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
is on the amendment moved by the Senator 
from Oregon to the eighth section of the sub- 
stitute. i 


é it is nob worth 


Mr. THURMAN called for the yeas and 


nays ; and they were ordered. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I did not expect, Mr. | 


i: ja mind when. 


President, by moving this amendment, to pro- : 


vake the very earnest speech which the Sen- 
ator from Texas has. 
opposed to the employment of the military 
force in suitable cases in the southern States, 


elivered.. I am not ` 


although I cannot help but think that we have . 


been here for the last three or four years har- 
assed with importunities on the part of those 


States to be admitted as States with equal. | 


rights and privileges with other States; and 
we have been reluctant to doso because we 
desired to maintain the authority of the Gov- 
ernment over those States. 
time and again that the only salvation of the 
country was the speedy restoration. of those 
States and the reéstablishment of civil power 
there. Now, when they are back here with 


their Senators and Representatives the clamor | 


is for military government in those States. We 
are told that there is no safety there for the 


people without military government. But, sir, : 


1 do not propose to discuss that question. — 
The objection I have to this section consists 


in this, that these commissioners, who arè per- 
sons temporarily appointed, not permanent, 


responsible officers of the Government, but 
persons who may be appointed for temporary 
purposes, and who may be appointed in every 
district in a State—these commiasioners are 


But we were told :: 


persons to get aid enough to execute process. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sec- 
i retary will call the roll. 

‘Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President 

~ The Chief Clerk called Mr. ABBOTT'S 

and he answered in the negative. - 

‘Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President—— 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 

| from California. i 
| Mr. CASSERLY. I think if gentlemen will 

, reflect upon the immense expense that may 
grow out of this provision, which is assailed by 
the amendment of the Senator from Oregon, 
they will be more disposed to agree to this 
amendment. In the case of a serivusly con- 
tested election generally throughout the coun- 
try how far would your thirty thousand men 

‘now in the Army go toward answering the de- 
mands which might be made upon them under 
such a system? 

Mr. SPENCER, I should like to inquire if 

debate at this stage is in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
‘from California addressed the Chair before 
there was any response. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I answered to the call of 
my name before the Senator from California 
commenced. his speech. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
may be mistaken, but he understood. the Sen- 
ator from California to address the Chair before 
| the roll-call was commenced. 

Mr. CASSERLY. lundoubtedly did before 
anybody answered on the roll-cail, but the 


name, 
e 


‘| Chair did not at first catch my voice. 


‘Phe expense that will be entailed upon the 
| country will be something enormous. There is 
no limit tothe number of the officers who may be 
appointed by these commissioners, and their 
authority is just as unlimited. They may order 
a company, or they may order a regimeut, or 
‘ they may order a brigade to be marched from 
; one end of a State to the other, from one side 
i of the continent to the other, and they may 
keep. them in service as long as they see fit. 
. Why, sir, what a monstrous proposition it is to 
' put such a power, such an authority as that, 
so great in itself, so susceptible of abuse, and 
so certain to entail infinite expense upon the 
: couutry, in the hands of persons of whom we 
know nothing; a class of officers unknown to 
the law, and of whose responsibility we can 
- have no guarantee; and who, as I said, must 
; mainly consist of the idlers and hangers-on 
and camp-followers of the offices of the sheriffs 
and the marshals and the commissioners about 
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these courts. I am very glad that the yeas and 
nays are to be called on the amendment. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, 
Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, Svott, Spenver, Stewart. 


i Sumner, Thayer, Trumbull, Warner, Willey, an 


I have taken no partin | Y 


these discussions; but there have been one or > 


two criticisms on those portions of the bill in 
regard to employing the militia and the author- 
ity to send a judge to hold courts which I think 
at least have the authority of Democratic pre- 
cedent, which it would be well to bring to the 
attention of the Senate, if it has not already 
been called to it. On the 10th of March, 1838, 
during the administration of Mr. Van Buren, 
the Congress of the United States passed a law 
which provided— 

“That whenever the President of the United 
States shall have reason to believe that the pro- 
vimeong of this act have beon, or aro likely to be, 
violated ”— 

Just as it is in this bil— 


“that offenses have been or are likely to be com- 
mitted against the provisions of the act hereby 
amended within any judicial district, it shall be law- 
ful foe him, in his discretion, to direct tho judge, 
marehal, or district attorney of such district to attend 
at such place within the district and for such timoas 
he may designate, forthe purpose of the morespeedy 
and convenient arrest and examination of persons 
chargat withthe violation of theact hereby amended; 
aud it shall be the duty of every judge or other offi- 
cer, when any such requisition shall be received by 
him, to attend at the place and for the time desig- 
nated.” 

Then the eighth section provided— 

“That it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States, or such person as he may empower for 
that purpose, to employ such part of the land or naval 
torees of the United States, or of the militia, ag shall 
be necessary to prevent the violation and to enforce 
the due execution of this act and the act hereby 


amended.” 

That was approved by Mr. Van Buren on the 
10th day of March, 1838, in old Democratic 
times, and those provisions in regard to send- 
ing judges to hold courts and calling on the 
Army and the Navy and the militia were copied 
into the civil rights bill from this act of March 
10, 1838, aad have now been substantially 
recopied in the pending bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. What is that act about? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is entitled “An act 
supplementary to an act entitled 
addition to the act for the punishment of cer- 


tain crimes against the United States and to | 


repeal the acts therein mentioned,’ approved 
the 20th of April, 1818.” It provides— 


“That the several collectors, naval officers, sur- 
veyors, inspectors of customs. the marshals, the dep- 
uty marshals of the United States, and every otber 
officer who may be specially empowered for the pur- 
pose by the President of the Uwited States, shall be 
and they are hereby, respectively authorized an 
empowered to issue and detain any vessel or any 
arms or munitions of war,” . 


or anything of that kind to be used against 
any foreign country. aes 
Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him is he reading from the neutral- 
ity act? ‘ ee 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir. 


x 


Mr. THURMAN. That was passed at the’ 


time of the Canadian troubles.. AR 
Me. TRUMBULL. It was passed on the 


an ‘Act in. 


fi 


ates—338. ” 
ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Bore- 
man, Buckingham, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, Bd- 
mands, Fenton, Ferry, Gilbert, Kellogg, Lewis, Mor- 
rill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Sauls- 
bury, Schurz, Sherman, Tipton, and Wilson—22. 
So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


Mr. SCOTT. I move to strike out the third 
section of the substitute. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The section | 


proposed to be stricken out will be read. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever, : 
by or under the authority of the constitution or laws : 
of any State or the luws of any Territory, any act is ` 


or shall be required to bo done by any citizen as a 


prerequisite to qualify or entitle him to vote, the offor © 
of any such citizen to pertorm the act required to be 
done as aforesaid shall, if it fail to be carried into | 


execution by reason of the wrongful act or omission 


atoresaid of the person or officer charged with the : 


duty of receivingor permitting such pertormance, or 
offer to perform or acting thereon, be deemed and 
held as a periormance in law of such act; and the 
person so offering and failing as aforesaid, and being 
otherwise qualified, shal! be entitled to vote in the 
same manner and to the same extont as if he had in 
fact performed such act; and any judge, inspector 
or other officer of election whose duty tt is or shail 


be to receive, count, certify, register, report, or give | 


eect to the vote of any such citizen, who shall re- 
fuse or knowingly omit to receive, count, certify, 
register, report, or give effect to the vote of such cit- 
izen, upon the presentation by him of his affidavit 
stating such offer and the time and place thercof, 
and the name ot the officer or person whose duty it 
was to act thereon, and that he was wrongfully pre- 
vented by such person or officer from performing 
such act, shall tor every such offense forfeit and pay 
the sum of $500 to the person aggrieved thereby, to 
be recovered by an action on the case, with fuil costs 
and such allowance for counsel fees as the court shall 
deem just, and shal also for every such offanse be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall on conviction 
thercof be fined not Jess than $500, aud be imprisoned 


not less than one month and not moré than une year. `: 


n 


Mr. SCOTT. This section has been pretty 
faliy debated during the progress of this very 
protracted discussión, and l do not propose 
to go over the ground that was taken in the 
debate, but simply to call attention to the fact 
that since the adoption of the amendment 


_ Offered by the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
CARPENTER; ] this sectian is no longer neces- 


sary in the bill. Thé adoption of the amend- 


` ment offered by the Senator from Wisconsin 


in effect gives validity to the votes that may be 


offered and rejected for any of the reasons , 


named in the bill, for want of any of the 
requisites that are required in the bill. ; 

ut, in addition to that, the adoption of this 
third section is open to the same objection 
which was made by the Senator from Indiana, 
namely, that it goes much further than enforc- 
ing the fifteenth amendment, and does in effect 
repeal all the registration laws of the various 


' States. In endeavoring to guard against a- 
"possible evil in the southern States with regard 


10th of March, 1838. I do not recollect ; 
whether the Canadian troubles were at that | 


particular time or not. 
Mr. THURMAN. It is an act amendatory, 
of the neutrality act of 1818. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir; amendatory 
of the act of 1818. I only read it to show that, 
so far as the mere question of powér was con- 


cerned, it had been recognized for thirty years ` 
and more as a power that could be exercised © 


when there was necessity for it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The qaes- ` substitute. 


to colored voters it is opening the doors to an 


evil in the large cities of the northern States that _ 


is, perhaps, as much to be feared and depre- 
cated as any evil that may come to the southern 
States with regard to the colored vote. 

These views have already been presented to 


'ı the Senate to such an extent that I do not pro- 


them before we proceed to the vote. 


Mr. STEWART. I hope that amendment j: obstruct any o 


. will not be adopted: 


tion is on the amendment of the Senator from `; 


Oregon to the substitute, upon which the yeas : 


and nays have been ordered. 
. The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 12, nays 38; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Caszerly, Davis, Fowler, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Johnston, McCreery, Ross. Ar a 
Btockton, Thurman, Vickers, and Williams—12, ~- 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbot Brownlow. Cameron, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Flanagan, 
Jamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Hartan, Harris, Howard, 
Howe, Howell, McDonald, Morton, Nye, Osborn, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


is on the amendment of the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, to strike out the.third section of the 
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Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Ramacy, Rovels, Rice, Robert- 
zon, Sawyer, Spencer, Stewart, Sumuer, Thayer, 
Warner, and Yates—33. 

ABSENT—Messrs. A mos, Bayard, Boreman, Buck- 
ingham, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, Udinunds, Fenton, 
Ferry, Howard, Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Vermont, 
Morton, Norton, Patterson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Sher- 
man, Sprague, Tipton, Prumball, Willey, and Wil- 


So the amendment to the amendment was 


pose to take up the time of the Senate in again | reads: ; 


discussing them; but I simply call attention to | 
g ; py 


| rejected. 
| Mr. VICKERS. I move to amend the third 
` section, in line eleven, by inserting after the 
word “being” the words *‘ proved to be;"’ so 
`: that the clause will read : 


And the person so offering and failing as aforesaid, 
and being proved to be otherwise qualified, sball be 
entitled to vote, dc. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that amendment 
: will be carried. 
Mr. STEWART. I will consent to that. 
The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

- Mr. VICKERS. I move to amend the fourth 
section by inserting after the words ‘ that ìf,” 
in the first line, the words ‘under or by color 
of State anthority.’’ ; 

Mr. STEWART. 
. will not be adopted. 
Mr. THURMAN. Letus have the yeas and 
= nays upon it. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. VICKERS. I ask the Secretary to rcad 
the section as it will stand if amended as I 
propose. 
The Curer CLERK. If amended as pro- 
„ posed, the section will read : 


That if, under or by colorof State authority, any 
, person by force, bribery, threats, intimidation, or 
| otherwise, shall hinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct, 
| or attemptte hinder, dolay, prevent, or obstruct any 
l citizen, &e. 

Mr. THURMAN. It has been asserted on 
this floor that that section only applies to per- 
sons acting under State authority. The'amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Maryland 
makes it perfectly clear, and will show whether 
the Senate mean that that section shall apply 
: only to persons acting under State authority or 
` color of State authority, or whether Congress 
; assumes to punish every ruffian as the embodi- 
ment of ‘the State. = aos 

The qnestion being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 9, nays 41; as follows: ` 

YEAS—Messrs. Casserly, Davis, Fowler, Hamil- 
tou of Maryland, Jobnston, MoCreery, Stockton, 

Thurman, gad Vickers—9. . : 
| NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Brownlow,Cam- 
eron, Carpenter, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, 
Fianagan, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Här- 
lan, Harris, Howard, Howe, Hoyell, McDonald, 
Morrill of Maine, Morton, Nyo, Osborn, Patterson, 
Pomeroy, . Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, Rice, Rob- 
ertson, Sawyer, Scott, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, 
Thayer, Trumbull, W aroer, Williams, and Y ates—41. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Boreman,Buck- 
ingham, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, Edmunds, Fen- 
ton, Ferry, Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Vormont, 
Norton, Ross, Baulsbury. Schurz, Sherman, Sprague, 
Tipton, Willey, and Wilson—22. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 
| rejected. T ; 

Mr. MORTON. I desire to make an.inquiry 
in regard to the meaning of the fourth and 
fifth lines of this section four. The section 


I hope that amendment 


_ That if any person, by force, bribery, threats, intim- 
idation, or otherwise, shall hinder, delay, prevent, 
| or obstruct, or attempt to hinder, delay, prevent, or 


obstruct any citizen from doing any act authorized 


|. Mr, STEWART. That has been changed 


Mr. CASSERLY and Mr. THURMAN | 


called for the yeas and nays, and they were | 


ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 14, 
nays 33; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Casserly, Davis, Fowler, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Howell, Johnston, McCreery, 
po Scott, Stockton, Thurman, Vickers, and Wil- 

iams—14. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Brownlow, Cameron, Car- 

enter, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cr 

Vibert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, 
Howe, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Nyo, Osborn, 


in, Fianagan, | 


so as to read ‘‘ any act required to be done.” 

Mr. MORTON. I did not know it had been 
changed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I move:to amend -the 
fourth section by striking out in the second line 
the word ‘“‘ otherwise” and inserting ‘‘ other 
unlawful means.” 

Mr. STEWART. I think that is right. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. So thata man shall be 


| guilty of some unlawful act in order to subject 


| him to the punishment prescribed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No objec: 
tion being interposed, that amendment to the 
amendment will be made. — 


1870. 
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Mr. VICKERS. 
section in the third line by striking 
word ‘‘delay,’? where it occurs twice. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
it stands now. 

Mr. MORTON. The first clause relates to 
the doing of theact, and the second the attempt 


to delay. 
PRESIDING OFFICER.. The ques- 


I move to amend the fourth 
out the 


The section is right as 


The 
tion is ou the amendment of the Senator trom 
Maryland, to strike out the word ‘‘delay”’ 
where it occurs in the fourth section. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I move to amend the 


fourth section by striking out in lines nine and | 


ten the words ‘and suc allowance for coun- 
sel fees as the court shall deem just.’ I move 
to strike out that phrase wherever it occurs in 
the bill. I stated my reasons for it pretty thor- 
oughly, and I can only say now that the effect 
of it is to raise up in your country a noisome 
breed of attorneys who wiil subsist upon blood- 


money and who will be a thousand times worse || 
than the miserable informers whom this bill | 
I trust that for the sake of an hon- | 
orable profession those words will be stricken | 


also breeds. 


out. L call forthe yeas and nays on the amend- 
ment. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 10, nays 39; as follows: 


YEAS—Messra. Casserly, Davis, Fowler, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Johnston, McCreery, Ross, Stockton, 
Thurman, and Vickers—l0, 

NAY S—Messrs, Abbott, Anthony, 
eron, Carpenter, Chandler, 
Flanagan, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, 
lan, Harris, Howard, Howe, Howell, McDonald 
ton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, 
Ramsey, Revels, Rice, Robertson, 
Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Warner, Wil- 
liams, and Yates-—39. 


ABSEN T— Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Boreman, Buck- 
ingham, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, 
Ferry, Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Norton, Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, 
Sprague, Tipton, Trambull, Willey, and Wilson—23. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


Mr. HOWARD. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment in section four, line three. It now reads: 

That if any person by force, bribery, threats, 
intimidation, or other uolawful means, shall hinder, 
delay, prevent, or obstruct, or attempt to hinder, 
delay, prevent, or obstruct any citizen, &o: 

1 ain not entirely satisfied with the phrase- 
ology there. It appears to be too indefinite. 
What is an ‘attempt to hinder, delay, pre- 
vent, or obstruct any citizen.” Does not this 
clause make a mere verbal request from one 
person to another not to attend the polls an 
attempt to hinder or obstruct ? 

Mr. STEWART. No; I think not. 

Mr. HOWARD. I was about to suggest, 
why not make it definite, and let it read in this 
way, “shail binder, delay, prevent, or ob- 
struct,” and then strike out the word ‘‘attempt,”’ 
and after the word ‘or’? insert ‘‘ shall com- 
bine or confederate with others ;’’ so as to 
read, ‘‘or shall combine or confederate with 
others to hinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct 37? 
‘go as to make the conspiracy the crime, the 
combination to prevent others from attending 


the polls. 

t. STEWART. 
another section. We 
‘containing that idea- 

Mr. HOWARD. 

Mr. SPEWART. 
tained in a section 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Poot, 
which we have adopted. `. 

Mr. HOWARD. Then 
if it is already in the bill? co 

Mr. STEWART. It is an amendment that 
was adopted during the night. te 

Mr. HOWARD. ‘Then why not strike this 
out if the bill has already been so amended? 

Mr. STEWART. No.. The idea of eombi- 
nation is in that other amendment; but it is 
‘not ia this clause. This clause had better 
stand as it is. 


Brownlow,Cam- 


Har 
or- 
Pratt, 
Sawyer, Scott, 


We, have got that in 
have adopted a section 


Where is that? 
That very idea ts cón- 
earefully prepared by shs 


"why retain it here 


Cole, Corbett, Cragin, | 


| 


| 


Mr. HOWARD. Strike out ‘‘attempt.” 
That is all I wish. It seems to me that is too 
indefinite; it is too vague; it will be found too 
difficult to put in practice, to ascertain what is 
meant by the word “attempt.” I attempt to 
keep a man from the polls by simply asking 
him to remain away from the polls. Is that 
to be punished as a crime? I move to strike 
out the word ‘‘attempt,’’ and to insert the 
words which I have read: ‘shall combine and 
confederate with others.”’ 

Mr. NYE. Suppose person goes it alone? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That obstructs him. 

Mr. HOWARD. That is an obstruction, 
and is already punishable by the bill. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the crit- 
icism of the Senator from Michigan is undoubt- 
edly well founded; but it does not go quite far 
enough; nor has he touched the rawest place 
in this hide. 

_ That if any person by force, bribery, threats, in- 
timidation, or otherwise. 

Mr. STEWART. No; “or other unlawful 
means.” > 

Mr. THURMAN. When was that put in? 

Mr. STEWART. A little while ago. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, (to Mr. Taurmax.) While 
you were asleep. [Laughter.] 

Mr. THURMAN. No; I have not slept 
one wink this night. It was while I was out, 
not while I was asleep : 

Shall hinder, delay, prevent, orobstruct, or attempt 
tohinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct, any citizen from 
doing any act authorized by this act to be done to 
qualify him for voting. 

What is the penalty? He is to pay $500 
to the person aggrieved. Now, mark you, 
although the delay does not prevent the person 
from doing the act, although the attempt to 
delay does not prevent him trom doing the act, 
and although, therefore, he is not aggrieved at 
all, here is an iron rule that he is to be paid 
$500. Ifthe Senate of the United States are 
willing to go do that, let them do it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questiou 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Michigan to the substitute. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. an Aut 


Mr. VICKERS. I move to amend the first 
section of the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, now absent, [Mr. Spzrmay, ] 
in the twentieth line, by striking out the words 
“or interfere in any manner with any officer 
‘of said elections in thé diseharge of hia duties.” 
It does not say ‘by word or by deed,” or 
what the interference may be. The language 
is indefinite, and it is impossible to say what 
may be considered an interference. lt does 
not even say ‘‘unlawful or improper interfer- 
ence,” but any interference at all. I move to 
strike out those words. . ; 

Mr. STEWART. I hope that will not be 


done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
‘ment offered by the Senator from Ohio to the 
amendment of the Senator. from Nevada has 
been agreed to, and the amendment of the 
Senator from Maryland to it is not properly in 
order at this time; but if there be no objection 
the Chair will entertain the motion. 

Mr. STEWART. `I object. 
. Mr. VICKERS. I suppose I can offer it 
again in the Senate. It will only save time to 
act on it now. sme S 

: Mr. STEWART. «Very well; let the ques- 
tion be taken now. I withdraw the objection. 
“The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion, then, is on the amendment moved by the 
Senator from. Maryland 


Me VICKERS. I should like te Secretary 


| to read the amendment and the section as it 


-willstand if amended. 

The SECRETARY. It is. proposed to strike 
‘out in the twentieth line of the first section of 
the amendment originally offered by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio [Mr. SuerMaN] the follow- 
ing words: “or interfere in any manner with 


honestly believe s0; but 


‘register, 


‘offers to register. 


any officer of gaid elections in the discharge 
of his duties ;’’ so that the clause will read : 

Or compel or induce, by any such means or other- 
wise, any officer of an clection in any such State or 
Territory to receive a vote froma person not legally 
qualified or entitled to vote; or by any ofsuch means 
or otherwise induce any officer of an election, or 
officer whose duty it is to ascertain, announce, or 
declare the resulf of any such election, or give or 
make any certificate, document, or evidence in rela- 
tion thereto, to violate or refuse to comply with his 
duty or any law regulating thesame. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. VICKERS. In the twenty-second line 
of the first section of the same amendment I 
propose to strike out the words ‘‘or other- 

ise.” 

Mr. SUMNER. 
alread 

Mr. 


Those are struck out 
y. 
STEWART» No; that was in another 


place. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why not adopt the same 
words we did before, ‘other unlawful means ?” 

Mr. STEWART. I suggest that that might 
be done. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Strike out the words 
“or otherwise,” and insert ‘‘ other unlawful 
means.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 
ment to the amendment will be made if there 
be no objection. 

Mr. VICKERS. I move to amend the sec- 
ond section of the same amendment in the 
seventh line by striking out the words “or 
attempt to register at a place where he shall 
not be lawfully entitled to register.”’ In many 
of the large cities thereare a great many places 
where voters register, and a man may by mis- 
take go to the wrong place. 

Mr, STEWART. Ihave no objection to that 
amendment. I think that is proper. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. . 

Mr. VICKERS. In the eighth line of the 
same section I move to strike out the words 
‘¢ or register, or attempt to register, not having 
a lawful right so todo.” A man may suppose 
that he has a right to be registered; he may 
if he attempts to regis- 
ter, and it turns out that he is not entitled to 
be, under this provision he would be punished. 
The word ‘“ knowingly” at least ought to be 
inserted. There ought to be an intent to do 
wrong in the bill somewhere ; but as it now 
stands an innocent man may be punished. 

Mr. STEWART. You might insert ‘or 
knowingly attempt. 7 i 

Mr. VICKERS. “ Or knowingly register or 
attempt to register.” i 

Mr. STEWART. 


register.” : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamend- 
ment will be stated, that the Senate may know 
what it is. 

“Mr. VICKERS. I suggest the phrase, 
tí knowingly register or knowingly attempt to 
not having a lawful right so to do.” 

Mr. STEWART. Ishould object to that. 

Mr. THURMAN. If my friend from Mary- 
land will reflect for a moment he will see that 
that language does not touch the matter. 
Every man who offers to register knowingly 
Every man who registers, 
knowingly registers. What my friend wishes 
to get at is that a man shall not attempt to 
register, or shall not register knowing himself 
-not entitled to register: ` 

Mr. VICKERS. That is the idèa. `. ` 

Mr. CORBETT, I suggest the phrase 
‘wrongfully attempt.”’ 

Mr. VICKERS. I 
ment. _ k l 

Mr. STEWART. If you make any change 
at all—I do not think there is any necessity 
for any change—I - think the better phrase 
would be ‘‘with fraudulent intent ;’’ so as to 
provide that if a party shall register with 
fraudulent intent, or attempt so- to register, he 
shall be punished. 


“ Knowingly attempt to 


will change the amerd- 
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Mr. THURMAN. That will do. 

Mr. STEWART. 
fraudulent intent shall register or attempt to 
register.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 


l 
i 


ment will be considered as agreed to if there ` 


be no objection. 


Mr. VICKERS. I was going to say, ‘‘ with ' 


he knowledge that he had i is- | Š 
tlie knowledge that he had no right to regis : was convicted only on a decoy letter. 


ter,” ; 
2! Ate? THURMAN. Fraudulent intent” 


will do. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Senate bill No. 810 is 
atill open to amendment, is it not? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
open to amendment. 

Mr. STOCKTON. On page 2, section two, 
line thirteen, after the word ‘‘section,’’ I move 


to insert the words ‘‘ with ‘intent to violate the 
7 


It is still” 


| 


Then let it read, ‘with | discretion to imprison or not. 
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is to leave it in the power of the court in its 
It does not 
make it obligatory on the court, under any 


: circumstances, to imprison the person who 
‘ may be charged with an offense in an indict- 


ment. I have seen cases often in the Federal 
courts ; for example, I have seen the case of 
a young boy tried under some of your statutes 


for embezzling money from the mails, and hbe '' 
The | 


: evidence was beyond dispute that he had never : 
. committed any crime whatever except the ` 
crime that the officers of the Government had ` 
induced him to commit in their effort to detect ` 


who the guilty party was; and the court was 


: obliged to sentence that boy to ten years’ im- - 


me. 
Mr. STEWART. I should object to that 


amendment. If an officer knowingly refuses 
or omits to give effect to the section then of 
course he intends to violate the act. 
that amendment will not be agreed to. 
Mr. STOCKTON. I do not wish to, take 
up the time of the Senate in talking about this 
matter, because I have already spoken upon 
it; but I heg the Senator who has charge of 
the bill to observe that he is mistaken in his 
view of it. 
were correct, he would be right in the conclu- 


h : Pa E 3 
Ehope , not oblige them to inflict imprisonment in all 


sion he came to; but it is not; and I beg to. 


call his attention to it. 


‘(And if any such person or officer shall refuse i 
‘or knowingly omit.’’ The word “knowingly” | 


is put after the word ‘‘refuse.’’ I spoke of 
that the other day. If he shall refuse or know- 
ingly omit for any accidental cause to do the 
act here contemplated, without the slightest 
guilty intent, it is made a crime and punished 
absolutely with imprisonment, with no discre- 
tion on the part of the court. 

` Now, I beg leave to cali the attention of the 
Senate at this early hour of the morning, while 
the day is brightly breaking, to this fact; and 
I think we shall call the attention of the coun- 
try to it, too: you are making it a criminal 
offense; you are obliging the court to inflict a 
penalty, with no discretion at all, with impris- 
onment, where a man may have no guilty 
intent in the world. I shall not enlarge upon 
it, because I spoke of it the other day ; but if 
the Senate of the United States are prepared 
to do that, it does seem to nie it is time, at 
least, that the line should be strictly drawn 


4 


between those men who mean to make this | 


country a despotism of that kind and those who 
mean to stand by the rights of the people. 

, The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
‘tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom 
“New Jersey to the amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. I call for the yeas and 
nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 31; as follows: 


.__ YEAS—Messrs. Casserly, Corbett, Davis, Fowler, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, Johnston, Mo- 
Creery, Morrill of Maine, Patterson. Pomeroy, Pratt, 
Soott, Stockton, Thurman, and Vickers—16. 

. NAYS--Messrs. Abbott, Brownlow, Cameron, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Colo, Flanagan, Gilbert, Hamil- 
aon of Texas, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, Mce- 
Donald, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Pool, Ramsey, 
Revels, Rice, Sawyer, Spencer, Sprague, Stewart, 
Sumner, dliayer, Trumbull, Warner, Williams, and 

ates—31. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Bore- 
man, Buckingham, Cattell, Conkling, Cragin, Drake, 
Eumunds, Fenton, Ferry, Howell, Kellogg, Lewis, 
‘Morrill of Vermont, N orton, Robertson, Ross, Sauls- 
bury, Schurz, Sherman, Tipton, Willey, and Wil- 
son-—25, : i . 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. - 


Mr. STOCKTON. In the same section, sec- 
‘tion two, line twenty, after the word ‘‘ dollars,” 
-I move to strike out ‘‘ and?’ and insert ‘or; 
-and after the word “‘ year,” in line twenty-one, 
to insert ‘“or both, at the discretion of the 
court.’”? The whole effect of this amendment 


If the statement he has just made |; 


prisonment. 
where the courts deplored the fact that Con- 
gress in passing statutes creating crimes left 
no discretion to the court in affixing the pun- 


I have seen many other cases : 


ishment. Your judges are selected on account | 


of your confidence in them, and it certainly is 
much better to leave some discretion with 
them according to the facts of the case, and 


cases. 
to that amendment. 


The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 


the land or naval forces of the 


Mr. VICKERS. I offer the following amend- 
ment as an additional section : 

And beit further enacted, That this act shall not 
take effect until the lst day of January next. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


Mr. CASSERLY. Imove to strike out from 
section eight, lineseventeen, commencing with 
the word ‘‘and’’ down to and including the 
words ‘‘ United States,” in line twenty-four. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The words 
proposed to be stricken out will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 


And the persons so appointed to execute any war- 
rant or process as aforesaid shall have authority to 
summon andcall to their aid the bystanders or posse 
comitatus of the proper county, or such portion of 

nd í United States, or of 
the militia, as may be necessary to the performance 
of the duty with which they are charged, and to in- 
sure a faithful observance of the fifteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States. 


Mr. CASSERLY. The effect of the amend- 


. mentis simply to take away from these persons, 


the deputies of commissioners, of whom I have 


. already spoken more than sufficiently, the un- 
| usual powers vested in them by this bill, and 


Mr. STEWART. Does the Senator wish 


to make the same amendment in the other 


, sections? 


The language is: | 


Mr. STOCKTON. Yes; I wish to make 
the same correction in the other sections, so 
as to conform to the amendment just agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamend- - 


‘ment will be regarded as made in all the sec- 


tions so as to conform to the vote just taken. ` 


The question now is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Nevada as amended. 


Mr. STOCKTON. Lhavesomemoreamend- ` 


tute is still open to amendment. 

Mr. STOCKTON. On page 8, section three, 
line seventeen, after the word ‘‘ omit,’ I pro- 
pose to insert the words ‘‘ with intent to dis- 
qualify an elector.” It will then read: 

And any judge, inspector, or other officer of elec- 


tion whose duty it is or shall be to receive, count, | 


certify, register, report, or give effect to the vote of 
any such citizen, whoshall refuse or knowingly omit, 
with intent to disqualify an clector, to receive, 
count, certify, register, report, or give effect to tho 
vote of such citizen upon the presentation by bhim 
of his affidavit stating such offer, &c. 

Several Senators. No, no. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Iwill not ask the yeas 
and nays. It is the same proposition I made 
in the other section in effect. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


the clause read: 
Thatif any person by force, bribery, threats, intim- 


idation, or otherwise, shall hinder, delay, prevent, | ` 
‘or obstruct, or attempt to hinder, delay, prevent, or ` 
obstruct any citizen from doing any act authorized ` 


by this act to be done to qualify him to vote or from i twenty-ninth line, if the word “first?” was 


voting at any clection as aforesaid, with intent to 


deprive any elector of the exercise of his suffrage, |: r É 
|| stituted, the same penalties would be attached 
The amendment to the amendment was | 


such person shali for every such offense forfeit, &c. 


rejected. 
Mr. VICKERS. In the twelfth line of the 
second section of the amendment offered by 


the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHerman] the | 


words ‘* or otherwise’’ occur, and also in lines 


fifteen and nineteen. I move to strike them | 


out. 

Mr. STEWART. It was understood that 
those words should be stricken out, and the 
other term inserted in each case where they 
occur. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamend- 
ment will be considered as agreed to if no 
objection be interposed. 


arrest is made.?? 


| 


Mr. STEWART. I will make no objection i leave them simply the usual power of bailiffs 


to execute warrants. 


The amendment to- the amendment was 
rejected. 


Mr. VICKERS. Would it be 
offer this amendment? 

That all laws and parts of laws giving the right to 
any officer or department of the Government, or 
other person, to either send or receive through tho 
United States mails free of charge, any letter, docu- 
ment, or other mailable matter, are hereby repealed. 

I do not propose to vote for it, but merely 
present 16. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks it is not germane to this bill. It is not 
in order. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I move tostrike out from 


in order to 


ments. | line eight of section ten the words ‘‘a fee of 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The substi- | 


ten dollars’’ and insert instead ‘‘ the usual fees 
allowed to the marshal for an arrest.” The 
object is to put this fee for arrests upon the 


‘usual footing of the compensation allowed to 


the marshal for the same sort of service. There 
seems to be no good reason in the world for 
the large fee allowed in this case. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 


Mr. CASSERLY. Imove to strike out from 
section ten, commencing at line twenty, begin- 


' ning with the word ‘‘and’’ down to and includ- 
: ing the word *‘ made,” in line twenty-two. The 


words to be stricken out are: ‘* paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States on the certificate 
of the judge of the district within which the 
I propose to take that clause 


out. I think the Treasury of the United States 


Mr.STOCKTON. On page 4, section four | would not last very long if that should become 
y S ? 9}; 

line six, after the word “‘aforesaid,’’ I propose | DAW 

to insert “with intent to deprive any elector || Mr. STEWART. I hope that amendment 


of the exercise of his suffrage ;’’ so as to make : 


will not be adopted. 

The amendment was rejected ; there being, 
on a division—ayes 8, noes 34. 
Mr. HOWE. It seems to me the second 
section of the amendment moved by the Sen- 
ator from Maine ought to be amended. In the 


stricken outand the word “‘ preceding `’ was sub- 


toa violation of that section that are attached 
to` a violation of the first section of this bill, 


‘and if that amendment is not made there will 
; be no penalties. 


Mr. STEWART. That will be adjusted by 
the arrangement of the bill. It is so under- 
stood. TheClerk makes the correct references 
to the proper sections. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands that this section will be made to 
conform, as the numbering of the sections will 
have to be changed. The Chair hears no ob- 
jection, and the change will be made. The 
question is on agreeing to the amendment as 
amended. 
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Mr. THURMAN. I call for the yeas‘and 
nays. . a 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resalted—yeas 39, nays 9; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Brownlow, Cameron, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Fianagan, 
Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, tiar- 
ris, Howard, Howe, Howell, MeDonald, Morrill of 
Maino, Morten, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, 
Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, Rice, Ross, Sawyer, 
Scott, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Trumbull, 
Warner, and Yates—39. 

NAYS— Messrs, Casserly, Davis, Fowler, Hamil- 
ton of Maryland, Johnston, McUreery, Stockton, 
Thurman, and Vickers—9. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Bore- 
man, Buckinghan, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, Ed- 
munds, Fenton, Ferry, Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of 
Vermont, Norton, Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, 
Sherman, Sprague, Tipton, Willey, Williams, and 
W ilson—24. 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as 
amended. 

Mr. HOWE. I think there ought to be some 
consideration given to an amendment adopted 
just now on the motion of the Senator from 
Maryland, (Mr. Vicxenrs. ] Tam not sure that 
I understand the effect of that, ‘but if I do 
understand it I think that amendment ought 
not to have been agreed to. Itis inline eleven, 
page 8. Let that amendment be reported. 

The CHIEF CLERK. On page 8, section three, 
after the word ‘ being,” line eleven, the words 
u proved to be” were inserted ; so as to read : 


And the person so offering and failing as aforesaid, 


and being proved to be otherwise qualified, shall be 


entitled to vote in the same manner and tothe same 
extent as if he had in fact performed such act. 

Mr. HOWE. If I understand the effect of 
that amendment it makes the right of the per- 
son to depend entirely on the judgment of 
those who preside at the election, the judges 
of the election. Ifa man proves to them that 
he is otherwise qualified, then he is entitled to 
vote, although be has not been able to comply 
with these. prerequisites. Ig that the effect 


of it? : z Sa . 

Mr. VICKERS. The language is: 

That whenever. by or under the authority of the 
constitution or laws of any State or the laws of any 
Territory, any act is or shall be required to be done 
by any citizen as a prerequisite to qualify or entitle 
him to vote, the offer of any such citizen to perform 
the act required.to be done as aforesaid shall, if it 
fail to be carried into execution by reason of the 
wrongful act or omission aforesaid of the person or 
otficer charged with the duty of receiving or permit- 
ting such performance, or offer to perform, or acting 
thereon, be deemed and held as a performance in 
law of such act; and the person so offering and fail- 
ing as aforesaid— : 

Itreads in the print— 
sao being otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to 
vote. 

Having failed to be registered, of which the 
judge of the election cau know nothing except 
by his affidavit, the party is to prove to the 
judge of the-election his qualifications to vote, 
because the judge cannot know the reason of 
his rejection. 

Mr. STEWART. | I think we had better not 
concur in that amendment. $ 

Mr. HOWE. Clearly not. ` 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
can move to strike out those- words. 

Mr. HOWE. Then I move to strike out 
those words. i eae as 

Mr. THURMAN. The question is on agree- 
ing, I believe. a 

Mr. HOWE. We have not agreed to it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is a consolidated amend- 
ment all in one... A motion to strike out any 
part of it can be made. . an 

Mr. HOWE. I move to strike out those 


words. e See l 

Mr. VICKERS. This section as itis printed 
compels the judge of the election, on the sim- 
ple affidavit of the party who has been wrong- 
fully deprived of being registered, to take his 
vote. There is no proof required that he is a 
legal voter; there is no proof of the attempt 
to register; and there ought to be some proof 
to the judge, otherwise the simple oath of the 
party qualifies him to vote. If the registrar 
refuses to register a party applying, and he 


| 


applies to the judge of the election, he ought 
to show the judge of the election that he is a 
qualified voter. It would only transfer the 


examination of the qualification from the regis- | 
trar to the judge of the election, or otherwise | 


a man would be permitted to vote who had no 


qualification at all, simply upon an affidavit | 


that he had been wrongfully deprived of regis- 
tration. I think if a man offers to vote, after 


he has been refused a registration, he should | 


satisfy the judge that he is a qualified voter, 
just as he would have had to satisfy the regis- 
trar that he should have been registered. That 
is the effect of it; otherwise you permit men 
to vote who have not a single qualification. 
Mr. DAVIS. I suppose that on the point 
of registering there has been proof taken pro 
and con, and upon hearing the proof on both 
sides pro and con the registrar refuses to 
register a party. He then comes up and makes 
an affidavit that he has been wrongfully refused 
to be registered, and upon that affidavit, with- 
out hearing evidence pro and con, without any 


| proof of his qualification to vote, he is allowed 


to vote. . 

Mr. HOWARD. He votes at his peril. 

Mr. THURMAN. It seems to me that if 
the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Hows] fully 
understood the matter—he will pardon me’ for 
supposing he does not—he would not ask the 
Senate to strike out those words. What is this 
bill in this respect? A man applies to the regis- 
trar to be registered. The object of a registry 
law is that there shall be an officer having 
ample time to inquire into the qualifications 
of electors, that he shall not be compelled to 
decide in the hurry of an election, but that he 
shall have ample time to hear the testimony 
pro and con. He hears the testimony, forms 
his opinion ; it may be as honest an opinion as 
ever was formed in the world; upon that testi- 
mony before him he honestly concludes that 
the man is not a qualified voter, and refuses 
to register him. This bill authorizes that man 
to make an affidavit that he was wrongfully 
refused to be registered, and that is to be 
taken as conclusive of the fact that he was 
wrongfully refused. That is your bill. In 
other words, it is to be taken as conelusive of 
the fact that he wasa qualified voter and ought 
to have been registered. When that objection 
was made the answer of the Senator from Ne- 
vada was that he must be ‘‘otherwise qual- 
ified ;’? that ‘is, qualified otherwise than by 
registration; but the bare fact that. his vote is 
to be taken upon his own affidavit that he was 
wrongfully refused registration necessarily in- 
cludes the fact that he was a qualified voter 
and entitled to registration. Therefore the 
Senator from Pennsylvania was perfectly right 
in saying that if you pass this you repeal the 
registration laws. That is the whole of it. 

The amendment of the Senator from Mary- 
land was therefore a very proper amendment. 
Prima facie, the man is not a qualified voter 
if the registrar has refused to register him. 
He appeals from that—that is the effect of your 
bill—to the judges of election to decide that 
question in the hurry-scurry of an election. 
The whole object of the registration is done 
away with, all the time and opportunity to in- 
vestigate his qualifications are done away with, 
and in the hurry of an election, with a crowd 
around the polls, upon his simple affidavit that. 
he was wrongfully refused registration, (and 
he could not be wrongfully refused registration 
unless he were a qualified voter,) upon that 


‘alone—that man’s affidavit, which his own 


feelings or his own ignorance may induce him 
to make against the solemn judgment of an 
officer of the State appointed to register the 
voters—that man is to be allowed to vote, or 
the judge is to pay $500 into his pocket and 
$500 to the United States. 

Mr. HOWE. I will just say that I think 
after all that I did understand the section. I 
do not know that I can make the Senator from 
Ohio believe that I do, but I think it must be 
manifest—it certainly. is manifest to me—that 


nobody gets any rights or any protection under 
this section except a qualified voter. The right 
he gets is just this: that if he is prevented 
from registering by the unlawful act of the 
officers charged with that duty that shall not 
deprive him of the privilege of voting. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will my friend allow me 
to interrupt him? What is the evidence that 
the registrar unlawfully deprives him of the 
right but the man’s own affidavit? 

Mr. HOWE. That may be the evidence of 
it; but that is not the question that arises 
here. When he offers his vote there can no 
objection be made that he is not registered, 
because the answer is that he has been refused 
that privilege, that right 

Mr. STEWART. On account of race or 
color. 

Mr. HOWE. On some account he has been 
wrongfully refused that right. So, without 
being registered, he has the right to vote, being 
a qualified elector, but not unless he is a qual- 
ified elector, The judges of election may 
decide, and must decide whether he is a qual- 
ified elector or not; and their decision, if 
these words are stricken out, is not final, is not 
conclusive. If these words are in, their de- 
cision is conclusive, because then the man 
who offers to vote has got to prove to their sat- 
isfaction that he isa qualified voter, and if 
they are not satisfied with it they rightfully 
exclude his vote. Strike those words out, and 
then if his vote is offered the judges can receive 
it or not at their choice; but if they refuse to 
receive it, the other remedies of the bill will 
redress that wrong afterward. 

Mr. THURMAN. Does not the Senator 
see that his argument does away with all regis- 
tration? What better right has a man who 
offered to register and was honestly rejected, 
although erroneously by the registrar, than a 
man who had never offered to register at all? 
I say that when you make that man’s affidavit 
conclusive evidence that he was wrongfully 
rejected you do away with all your registration 
laws. Who isthe registrar? A person either 
elected by the people or appointed by the Ex- 
ecutive of the State. He is generally a man 
of character, and acts under the solemnities 
ofan oath. Under the solemnities of his oath 
he decides upon the testimony that a particular 
man is not a qualified voter; and now you 
make that man a judge in his own cause, and 
make his affidavit that he was wrongfully re- 
fused registration conclusive evidence.that he 
ought to have been registered, conclusive evi- 
dence that the sworn officer of the law violated 
the law in refusing to register him.’ Youmake 
a man, with all his prejudices, with all his in- 
terests, a judgein his and make his 


his own cause, 
affidavit override the sworn judgment of the 
officer of the State. 

My own opinion is: that the judge might re- 
ceive the challenge to that man on the ground 
that he was not qualified. My own opinion is 
that that section would only relieve him from 
proof of registration. That is my own judg- 
ment about it; but if registration laws are 
worth anything, if they ought to exist at all, 
then I put it to my friend whether the affidavit 
uncontradicted—and this bill does not per- 
mit any contradiction—whether the uncontra- 
dicted affidavit of the man ought to override 
the sworn judgment of the sworn officer of 
the State? 

Lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Hows] to the amendment made as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. E X 
Mr. VICKERS. As that amendment has 
been agreed to, and the words before inserted 
on my motion have been stricken out, I will 
now move to amend the third seetion by insert- 
ing after the word ‘ act,’’ in line twenty-three, 
the words ‘‘on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude,’’ so as to require 
the affidavit tostate that the affiant was ‘‘ wrong- 
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fully prevented by such person or officer from 
peloria ing suck act on account of race, color, 
or previous condition of servitude.” 

Mr. STEWART. That will not do. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is.on concurring in the Senate in the amend- 
ment agréed to as in Committee of the Whole 
as amended. 

The amendment, as amended, was con- 
curred in. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I think I | 


hazard nothing in saying that there is not one | i 
» ator from Maine, [Mr. HAMLIN, ] and also an 


Senator in this Chamber who knows what this 
bill now is. 
gone to their homes and had a comfortable 
rest, while others of us have sat up through the 
weary hours of the night. I see other Sen- 


ators here who have quietly slept on sofas | 


while amendment after amendment has been 
made to this bill, and only aroused from their 
slumbers when there was a division of the 
Senate or when their presence was necessary 
in order to make a quorum. I do not believe 
there is a Senator here who will stand up and 
on his honor declare that he knows what this 
bill is. And yet we are asked here now to 
vote on this question; we are asked to pass this 
bill—such a bill as never was passed or thought 
of being passed since this Government has had 
an existence. If anybody will say that it was 
not thought of being passed, because the fif- 


teenth amendment was only lately adopted, let ` 


me say to him that one half of this bill bas no 
relevancy whatever to the fifteenth amend- 
ment; it does not depend upon the fifteenth 
amendment, but is placed upon a provision in 
the Constitution that is as old as the Constitu- 
tion itself. I refer to the amendment offered 
first by my colleague, and afterward, ina modi- 
fied form, by the Senator from Maine. 

. But while I like the rest of you do not know 
what this bill is in its present shape, there are 
some things that I do know aboutit. Ido 
know that for precisely the same: offense this 
bill, as it now stands, provides in one part of it 
that the punishment shall be $500 to the in- 
former, $500 to the United States, and not less 
thin one month’s imprisonment and not more 
than one year; and that in another provision 
of the hill for that identical offense the punish- 


reent is three years in the penitentiary. That | 


I know; and I know that no ingenuity can get | 


xid of it. 1 know that this bill is, as the Sen- 
ator from- Oregon, even: before this. amend- 
ment, truly characterized it; a conglomeration 
of incongruities. and- contradictions. 
know, With all re 

bilis =.. , S l 7 
_, Bir; E have fought this bill to the best of my 
poor ability; not for the purpose of delay. 
What iwterest-had I in’ making myself sick’ by 
sitting here the whole night for the mere pur- 


spect to its’ supporters, this 


pose of delay? What-good will it bring to me | 
or to any Senator ón: this: floor to delay action | 
on this bill against the wilt of the majority? | 
No, sir; I have stayed here during the loag | 
and weary vigils of this night with the honest | 


purpose of trying to make this bill less objec- 


tionable than it was as reported from.the com: | 
jmittee...I-have sought-to divest it-of features | 


thatin my mind shock every principle of wisdom 
‘and, provision after provision in the Constitu» 
tion of the United States. I have endeavored 
to do my duty in this respeet. I have not sought 
to filibuster here simply for delay; nothing of 
that.kiad, Now, the result is that after the sun 
has risen this bill is before this Senate, without 
one Senator knowing what itis; and it is here, 
as the Senator from Oregon properly character: 
aged it, a congle 
contradictions: . That is what itis. — - 

., Now, Mr. President, for the credit of the 
Senate, for the welfare of the country, I do ask 
that this bill may be committed to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary that. it may be put in 
some respectable shape. -` 

. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


meration of incongruities and | 


I see Senators here who have | 


from Ohio moves that the bill be recommitted 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. THURMAN. Not recommitted, be- 
cause it is a House bill and has never been 
committed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it would be 
hardly worth while to commit the bill; but I 
suggest to the Senator from Nevada who has it 
in charge whether the bill having been amend- 


ed in many of its features, some propositions | 
| being put upon it that have never been consid- ` 
‘ered in committee at all—I allude to the | 
amendment offered by the Senator from Ohio | 


[Mr. SHerman] and afterward by the Sen- 


amendment offered by the Senator from North 
Carolina, [ Mr. Poot, ] and variousamendments 


` that have been made in the Senate—I suggest 


whether it would not be well if the Senate would 
agree to take the vote on Monday atoneo’clock, 
and in the mean time have the bill printed as it 
stands, and laid on our tables, andthen wecan 
look it over. 

It is a little hazardous to vote upon a bill in 
this way, with so many amendments in it, 
although I think the general features of the bill 
are understood by the Senate. 

It is an unusual thing to put so many amend- 
ments on a bill without seeing it altogether. I 


do not think my suggestion will delay it at all. | 


We shall, of course, adjourn over after this long 
session, and if everybody were to agree to vote 
on it, without any discussion, on Monday it 
would be quite as well. 

Mr. STEWART. This bill now is a sub- 


; stitute for the House bill, The House of Rep- 
: resentatives will want to consider it there, and 


; I think the bill is in very good shape. 


That I | 


; conference. 
| have a report from the committee of confer- 
ence that the committee recommend that the | 


I have 
certainly kept the run of the bill, and although 
I may be unable to repeat every word, I think 
I can tell what is in every section. I think we 
had better conclude it now. I am afraid on 
Monday we shall be interfering with the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations, and 


House lave got some sense, and they can look 
over it.. 

. Mr. THURMAN. The whole scope of the 
remarks of the Senator from Nevada amounts 
to this: that this bill, with whatever imperfec- 
tions it may have on its head, is to be passed 
by the Senate, to go back to the House, and 
the result will be a committee of conference. 
Now, I appeal to every Senator here if there 
ig anything-so unsatisfactory as a committee of 
What will you have? You will 


word ‘fand’’ shall be stricken out in sucha 


in another line, that in another line certain 


words shall be strickén out, and that in another | 


line of another section certain other -words 
shall be stricken out; and, according to my 


experience, in no single instance has there | 


heen any printing of the bill according to the 
proposat of the committee of conference, nor 


any consideration of it whatsoever; and every | 


bill which hag been passed on a vote agreeing | 


to the report of a committee of conference has 


been passed without ten Senators, nay,withont : 


five Senators in the body knowing what was 
the effect of the report of the committee. 


That is to be the effect; and that upon a . 


measure sọ novel, so strange that nothing like 
it has ever been heard of before in the history 
of this Government. 


consider such questions, that it may be care- 


the bill should be printed so as to be on our 
tables in time to be voted upon on Monday 
next at one o'clock without debate. Now, sir, 
it does seem to me that under all the circum- 
stances one or the other of these propositions 
should be adopted. 

The bill as itnow stands isthe child of many 


. fathers. Itis apiece of patchwork throughout. 


It has received amendments almost without 
number, some of them material, some of them 
immaterial, but all of them having the effect 
of perplexing and confusing the text of the 
bill. I know the efficiency of the gentlemen 
at the desk, but certainly they would be more 
than mortal if during a session of nearly 
eighteen hours since we commenced yesterday 
at noon they have not made omissions aud 
committed errors. And here, sir,is a bill, one 
of the most important that Congress has had 
before it, and certainly the most novel in its 
general character which it ever could have; 
and surely the delay which is called for by 
| either motion is not excessive under all the 


i| line, that certain other words shall be inserted ` 


circumstances of the case; but it is not for 

delay ; of course I need not say that. I think 

it is understood precisely, as was announced 

‘| last evening, that if the amendment offered 

here by the Senator from Ohio who is not in 

i: his place was to be forced through, it would 
have to be debated line by line, because of the 
novelty of the principles involved and the 
extreme danger of its provisions to the liber- 
ties of the people, and, indeed, to the whole 
framework of elections and of registrations in 
the States. 

Therefore, sir, the time consumed, although 
unusual, has not been uncalled for; it has nob 
been any greater than might have been ex- 
pected; but the result of the whole is a mass 

` of papers in the hands of our Chief Clerk at the 
desk which, I think, it will be nearly impos- 
sible for him or for anybody to adjust in a com- 
plete, compact, and perfect shape. It is im- 


|, possible, of course, for anybody to read it 


I want to get this matter out of the way. The | through from beginning to end with any satis- 


faction to himself; and the result is to be, if 
the majority of the Senate persist in forcing 
the vote for the final disposition of it, that it 
will be entirely true, as the Senator from Ohio 
‘next me [Mr. Taurmay] said, that the Senate 
‘ will be acting upon and disposing of a bill as 
| to which not one member among them is able 
i to say what it contains apon any given point. 
i. Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. if it is the 
: pleasure of the Senate to commit this bill to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and so get it 
out of the way of the Senate, I am not aware 
that I shall object to that; but if at ìs the in- 
tention of the Senate ‘now, after having ex- 
pended. five days upon this bill, to delay action, 
, T am compelled to interpose. . As to the sug- 
gestion of. the Senator from Illinois, I expect 
that all those Senators who have remained 
here and been wide awake understand this 
bill as perfeetly as the gentleman having it in 
charge, and that is well enough. ‘Therefore, } 
hope we shall vote upon it. 
. Mr. STEWART. . I assure Senators that it 
isin a very orderly condition. They can go 
to the desk.and examine it. F 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
; tion is on the motion of the Senator from Ohio 


| to commit the bill tu the Committee on the 


I hope the bill will be | 
referred to the committee whose daty it isto | 


fully considered in the committee-room: and | 


then reported to the Senate in a proper form | amendment is to strike out all. of the House 


for it to receive the approbation of the body: 

Mr. CASSERLY.. Me. President, there are 
two propositions before the Senate at this time: 
one of them, that made by the Senator from 
Ohio, (Mr, THURMAN, ] that this bill shall be 
committed to the Committee on the Judiciary 
for revision; the other is the proposition o 
the Senator from Illinois,{ Mr. TRUMBULŁ, | that 


Judiciary. e 
. The motion was not agreed to. 
-< Mr: THURMAN. Now I move that the bill 
‘ be laid on the table and printed as amended. 
` The motion was not agreed to. 

It. was ordered that the amendment be 
engrossed and the bill read a third time. The 


' bill after the enacting clause and to insert in 
lieu therdof the following: E 
That all citizens of the United States who are or 


‘, shall be otherwise qualified by law td vote at any 


$ 
f| m 


election by the people in any State, Territory, dis- 
trict, county, city, parish, township, sohool district, 
municipality, or other territorial subdivisions, shall 
è entitled and nilowed to vote at all such elections, 
without distinction of taco, color, or previous con- 
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dition of servitude; ony constitution, lay, custom, 


usage. or regulation of any State or Territory, or by 


or under its authority, to the contrary notwithstand- 

eRe. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatif by or under | 

the authority of the constitution or lows of any State | 

or the laws of any Teritory, any act is or shall be | 

required to be done as a prerequisite or qualification | 
for voting, and by such constitution or Jaws persons i 
or officers are or shall be charged with the perform- | 
ance of duties in furnishing to citizens an opportu- 
nity to perform such prerequisite, or to become qual- 
ified to vote, it shall be the duty of every such person 
and officer to give to all citizens of the United States 
the same and equal opportunity to perform such pre- 
requisite, and to become qualified to vote without 
distinction of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude; and if any such person or officer shall re- | 
fuse or knowingly omit to give full effect to this sec- | 
tion, he shall, tor every such offense, forfeit and pay 
the sum of $500 to the person aggrieved thereby, to 
be recovered by an action on the case, with full costs 
and such allowance for counsel fees asthe court shall 
deem just, and shall also, for every such offense, be 
deomed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on con- 
yiction thereof, be fined not less than $500, or be im- | 
prisoned not less than one month and not more than 
one year, or both, at the diseretion of the court. 

Ske. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever, | 
by or under the authority of the constitution or laws : 
of any State or the laws of any Territory, an act is : 
or shall be required to.be done by any citizen as a | 
prerequisite to qualify or entitle him to vote, the offer 
ot any such citizen to perform the act required to be 
done sa aforesaid shall, if it fail to be carried into 
execution by reason of the wrongful act or omission 
aforesaid of the person or officer charged with the 
duty of receiving or permitting such performance or || 
offer to perform or actiog thereon, be deomed and 
held as a performance in law of such act; and the 
person so offering nad failing as aforesaid, and being 
otherwise qualified, shall bo entitled to vote in the 
same manner and to the same extent as if he had in 
fact performed such act; and any judge, inspector, 
or other officer of election whose duty it is or shall be 
to receive, count, cortilty, register, report, or give 
effect to the vote of any such citizen, who shall refuse 
or knowingly omit to receive, count, certify, register, 
report, or give effect to the vote vf such citizen, upon 
the presentation by him of hig affidavit stating such 
offer and the time and place thereof, and the name 
of the officer or person whose duty it was to act 
thereon, and that be was wrongtully prevented by 
such person or officer from performin such act, shatl 
for every such offense forfeit and pay the sum of 
to the person aggrieved thereby, to be recovered by 
an action on the case with full costs and such allow- 
ance for counsel fees as the court shall deem just, and 
shall also for every such offense be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall on conviction thereof be fined 
not less than $500, or be imprisoned not less than one 
month and not more than one year, or both, at the 
discretion of the court. N 

Sec. 4. Andbe it further enacted, That if any person 
by foree, bribery, threats, intimidation, or other un- 
lawful means, shall hinder,delay, prevent,or obstruct, 
or shall combine and confederate with others to 
hinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct any eitizen from 
doing any act required to be done tv quality him to 
vote or from voting at any election as aforgsaid, such | 
person sbal| for every such offense forfeit.and pay 
the sum of $500 to the person aggrieved thereby, to 
be recovered by an action ọn thecase, with full costs 
and such allowance tor counsel fees as the court shall 
deem just, and shall also ‘for every such offense bè 
guilty ot a misdemeanor, and shall on conviction 
thereof be fined not less than $500, or be. imprisoned 
not less than one month and not more than oncygar, 
or both, at the discretion of the court. | 

Sec.5. And be it further ‘enacted, Thatif any person 

shali prevent, hinder, control, or intimidate, or shall 
attompt to prevent, hinder, control, or intimidateany 
person from exercising or in exercising the right of 
suffrage, to whom the right of suffrage is secured or 
guarautied by the fifteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, by means of bribery, 
threats, or threats ef depriving such person of em- 
ployment or occupation, or of ejecting such person 
from rented house, lands, or other property, or by 
threats of refusing to renew leascs or contracts for 
labor, or by threats of violence to himself or family ; 
such person so offending shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, be 
fined not less than $500, or be imprisoned not less 
than one month and not more than one year, or both, 
at the discretion of the court. p 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if two or 
more persons shall band or conspire together, or go 
iu disguise upon the public highway, or upon the 

_preniises of another, with intent to violate any pro- 
vision of this act, or to injure, oppress, threaten, or 
intimidate any citizen with intent to prevent or 
hinder bis free exercise and enjoyment of any right 
or privilege granted or secured 10 him by the Consti- 
tution or laws of the United States, or because of his 
having exercised the same, such persons shail beheld 
guilty of felony, and on conviction thereof shall be 
fined or imprisoned, or both, at the discretion of the 

_ court—the fine not to exceed $5,000, and the impris- 

“noment not to exceed ten years, and ghall, moreover, 
be thereafter ineligible to, and disabled from, hold- 
ing any office or place of honor, profit, or trust 
areated by the Constitution or laws of the United 

tates. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if in the 
act of violating any provision in either ot the two 
preceding sections, any other felony, crime, or mis- 
demeanor shall be committed, the offender, on con- |i 
viction of such violation of said sections, shall be 


| are 


-been issued for 


| by indictment and conviction 
circuit cou 


ptnished for the same with such punishments as are 
attached to the said folonies, crimes, and misde- 
meanors by the lawsof the State in which the offense 
muy be committed. 

Sro. 8. And be it further enacted, That the dis- 
trict courts of the United States, within theirrespect- 
ive districts, shall have, exclusively of the courts 
of the several States, cognizance of all crimes and 
offenses committed against the provisions of this act, 
and, also, concurrently with the circuit courts of the 
United States, of all causes, civil and criminal, aris- 
ing under this act azcopt as herein otherwise pro- 
vided, and the juris iction hereby conferred shall be 
exercised in conformity with the laws and practice 
governing United States courts; and all crimes and 


| offenses committed against the provisions of this act 


may be prosecuted by the indictment of a grand jury, 
or in cases of crimes and offenses not infamous, the 
prosecution may be either by indictment or informa- 
tion filed by the district attorney in a court having 
jurisdiction. . 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That the district 
attorneys, marshals, and deputy marshals of the 
United States, the commissioners appointed by the 
cirouit and territorial courts of the United States, 
with powers of arresting, imprisoning, or bailing 


-offenders against the laws of the United States, and 


every other officer who may be specially empowered 
by the President of the United States, shall be, and 
they are hereby, specially authorized and required, 
at the expense of the United States, to institute pro- 
ceedings against all and every person who shall vio- 
late the provisions of this act, and cause him or them 
to be arrested and imprisoned, or bailed, as the case 
may be, for trial, before such court of the United 


States or territorial court, as has cugnizance of the 
| offense. 


r nd with a view to afford reasonable pro- 
tection to all persons in their constitutional right to 
vote without distinction of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitudé, and to the prompt discharge 
of the duties of thisact, it shall be the duty of the 
circuit courts of tbe United States,:and the superior 
eourts of the Territories of the United States, from 
time to time, to increase the number of commission- 
ers, so as to afford a.speedy and convenient means 
for the arrest and examination of persons charged 
with a violation of this act; and such commissioners 
hereby authorized and required to exercise and 
discharge all the powers and duties conferred on 
them by this act, and the same duties with regard to 
offenses created by this act as they are authorized by 
law to exercise with regard to other offenses against 
the laws of the United States. 
. SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of all marshals and deputy marshals to obey 
and execute all warrants and precepts issued under 
the provisions of this act, when to them directed ; 
and should any marshal or depaty marshal refuse to 
receive such warrant or other process when tend- 
ered, or to use all proper means diligently to exe- 
cute the same, he shall, on conviction thereof, be 
fined in thesum of $1,000 to the use of the person 
deprived of the rights conferred by this act. And 
tho better to enable the said commissioners to execute 
their duties faithfully and efficiently, in conformity 
with the Constitution of the United States and the 
requirements of this aot, they are hereby authorized 
and empowered, within their districts respectively, 
to appoint, in writing, under their hands, any one or 
more suitable persons, from time to time, to execute 
alj such warrants and other process as may be issued 
by them in the lawful performance of their respective 
duties, and the persons so appointed te execute any 
warrant or process as aforesaid shall tave authority 
to summon and. callto their aid the bys:anders or 
posse comitatus of the proper, county, or such portion 
of the land or naval forces of the United States, or of 
the militia, as may be necessary to the performance 
of the duty with which they. are charged, and to 
insure a faithful observance of the fifteenth amend- 
ment to.the Constitution of the United States; and 
such warrants shalt ran and be executed by said 
officers anywhere in the State or Territory within 
which they are issued. e Ae beta ; 
"Sac. 11. And be it further enacted, That any person 
who shail knowingly aud willfully obstruct, hinder, 
or prevent any oflicer or other person charged with 
the execution of any warrant or process issued under 
the provisions of this act, or any person or persons 
lawfully assisting him or them from arresting any 
person for whose apprehension such warrant or pro- 
-cess may have been issued, or shall rescue or attempt 
to rescue such person from the custody of the officer 
or other person or persons, or those lawfully assisting 
as aforesaid when so arrested pursuant to the su- 
thority herein given and declared, or shail aid, abct, 
or assist any person so arrested as aforesaid, directly 
or indirectly, to escape from the custody of the offi- 


| eer or other person legally. authorized as aforesaid, 


or shall harbor or conceal any person for whose arrest 
a warrant or process shall have been issued as afore- 
gaid, so ag to prevent his discovery and arrest after 
notice or knowledge of the fact that a warrant has 
i the apprehension of such person, 
shall, for-either.of said offenses, be subject to a fine 
not exceeding $1,000, or imprisonment not exceeding 
six months, or both, at the digcretion of the court, 
efore the district or 
of the United States for the district or 
circuit in which said offense may.have been commit- 
ted, or before the proper court of criminal jurisdic- 
tion if committed within any one of the organized 
Territories of the United States. i $ 
Spc, 12. And be it further enacted, That the commis- 
sioners, district attorneys, the marshals, their depu- 
ties, and the clerks of the said district, circuit, and 
territorial courts shall be paid for their services the 
like fees as may be allowed to them for similar ser- 
vices in other cases. The person or persons author- 
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sized to execute the process to be issued by such 
commissioners for the arrest of offenders against the 
provisions of this act shall be entitled to the usual 
tees allowed to the marshal for an arrest for each 
person he or they may arrest and take before any 
such commissioner as aforesaid, with such other fees 
as may be deemed reasonable by such commissioner 


; for such other additional services as may be necessa- 


rily performed by him or them, such as attending at 
the examination, keeping the prisoner in custody, 
and providing him with food and lodging during his 
detention and until the final determination of such 
commissioner, and in general for performing such 
other duties as may be required in the premises; 
such fees to be made up in conformity with the fees 
usually charged by the officers of the courts of justice 
within the proper district or county as near as way 
be practicable, and paid out of the Treasury of the 
United States on the certificate of tho judge of the 
district within which the arrest is made, and to be 
recoverable from the defendant as part of the judg- 
ment in case of conviction. 

Src. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States to em- 
ploy such part of the land or naval forces of the 

nited States, or of the militia, as shall be deemed 
necessary to prevent the violation and enforce the 
due execution of this act. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
any person shall hold office, except as a member of 
Congress or of some State Legislature, contrary to 
the provisions of the third section of the fourteenth 
article of amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, it shall be the duty of the district at- 
torney of tbe United States for the distriet in which 
such person shall hold office as aforesaid to proceed 
against such person, by writ of quo warranto, return~ 
able to the circuit or district court of the United 
States in such district, and to prosecute the same 
to the removal of such person from office; and any 
writ of quo warranto so brought as aforesaid shall 
take precedence of all other cases on the docket of 
the court to which it is made returnable, and shall 
not be continued unless for cause proved to the satis- 
faction of the court. 

Src. 15. And be tt further enacted, That any person 
who shall hereafter knowingly accept or hold any 
office under the United States, or any State, to which 
he is ineligible under the third section of the four- 
teenth article of amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States, or who shall attempt to hold or 
exercise the duties of any such office, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor against the United States, 
and upon conviction thereof before the circuit or 
district court of the United States, shall be imprisoned 
not more than one year or fined not exceeding $1,000, 
or, both at the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That all persons 
within the jurisdiction of the United States shalt 
have the same right in every State and Territory in 
the United States to make and enforce contracts, to 
sue, be parties, fire evidence, and to tbe full and 
equal benefit o all Jaws and proceedings for the 
security of person and property ag is enjoyed, by 
white citizens, and shall be subject to like punish- 
ments, pains, penalties, taxes, licenses, and exactions 
of every kind,and none other, any law, statute, or- 
dinance, regulation, or custom to the contrary not- 
withstanding. No tax or charge shall be imposed or 
enforced by any State upon any person emigrating 
thereto from a foreign country which isnot equally 
imposed nnd enforced upon every person emigratin 
to such State from any other foreign country; an 
any law of any State in conflict with this provision 
ishereby declared null and void. 

So. 17. And be tt-further enacted, That any person 

who, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, reg- 
ulation, or custom, shall sunject, or cause to be sub- 
jected, any inhabitant of any State or Territory to 
the deprivation of any right secured or proteeted by 
this act, or to different punisbment, pains, or penal- 
ties on account of such person being an alien, or by 
reason of his color or race, than is prescribed for the 
punishment of citizens, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be punished 
by fine not exceeding $1,000, or imprisonment not 
exceeding one year, or both, in the discretion of the 
court. 
_ $x. 18, And be it further enacted, That the aet to 
protect all persons in the United States in their civil 
rights, and furnish the means of their vindication, 
passed, April 9, 1866, is hereby reénacted; and sec- 
‘tions sixteen and seventeen hercof shall be enforced 
according to the provisions of said act. 

Src. 19. And be it further enacted, That if at any 
election for Representative or Delegate in the Con- 
gress of the United States any person sball know- 
ingly personate and vote, or attempt to vote, in the 
name of any other person, whether living, tead, or 
fictitious; or vote more than once at the same eleo- 
tion for any candidate for the same office; or vote 
at a place where he may not be lawfully entitled 
to vole; or vote without having a lawful right to 
vote; or do any unlawful act to secure a right or an 
opportunity to vote for himself or any other person; 
‘or: by force, threat, menace, intimidation, bribery, 
reward, or offer, or promise thereof, or otherwise 
unlawfully prevent any qualified voter of any State 
of the United States of America, or of any Territory 
thereof, from freely exercising the right of suffrage, 
or by any such.means induce any voter to refase to 
exercisesuch right; or compel or induce by any such 
means or otherwise any Officer of an election in any 


such State or Territory to receive a vote from a per- 


son not legally qualified or entitled to vote; orin- 
terfere in any manner with any officer of said elec- 
tions in the discharge of. his duties; or by any of such 
means or other unlawful means induce any officer 
of an election, or officer whose duty it is to ascertain, 
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announce, or declare the result of any such eleotion, 
or give or mako any ecrtilicate, document, or evi- 
deneo inrelation thereto, to violato or refuse to com- 
ply with bis daty or any law regulating the same; 
or knowingly and williully receive the vote of any 
person net entitled to vote, or refuse to receive the 
vote of any person entitled to vote; or aid, counsel, 
procuro, or advise any such voter, person, or officer 
to dv any act hereby made a crime, or to omit to do 
any duty the omission of which is hercby wade a 


be deemed guilty of a crime, and shall for such crime 


be liable to indictment in any court of the United i 


States of competent jurisdiction, and on conviction 
thereof shall be 

$500, or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
three years, or both, in tho discretion of tho court, 
and shall pay tho costs of prosecution. 

Sac. 20, And be it further enacted, That if, at any 
rogistration of voters for an election for e 
ativo or Delegate in the Congress of the United 
States, any person shall knowingly personato an 
register, or attempt to register, in thenamoof any 
other person, whether living. dead, or fictitious, or 
fraudulently register or fraudulently attempt to 
register, not having a lawful right so to do: or do 
any unlawful act to secure registration for himself 
or any other person; 


thereof, or otherunlawful means, prevent or hinder 
any person having lawful right to register from 
duly exercising such right; or compel or induce, 
any of such means or other unlawful means, any 
officer of registration to admit to registration any 
person not legally entitled thercto, or interfere in 
any mannor with any oficer of registration in the 
discharge of his duties, or by any such means or 
other unlawful means induce any officer of registra- 
tion to violate or refuse to comply with his duty, or 
any law regulatiog the sawe; or knowingly and 
willfully receive the voteof any person not entitled 
to vote, or refuse to receive the vote of any person 


any such voter, person, or officer to do any act 
hereby made acrime, or to omit any act, the omis- 
sion of which is bereby made a crime, eve such 
perzon shall be deemed guilty of a crime, and shall 


by ` 


punished by a fine not exceeding - 
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all after “ Union ” and insert ‘‘and for other 
purposes.” 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the title pro- 
osed by the Senator from Massachusetts would 
indicate the purpose of the bill better; and 
then put on ‘ffor other purposes.”’ 


Mr. STEWART. ThatiswhatIwant. Strike ` 


: ti ey) 7 
crime, or attempt to do so, every such person shall |: out all after the word ‘‘ Union and then insert 


|tt and for other 


urposes.”? ` 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Read it, then, as it will 
read if amended. 

The Cuier CLERK. Ifamended as proposed 
the title will read: ‘A bill to enforce the right 


- of citizens of the United States to vote in the 


Represent- - 


an; : or by force, threat, menace, ; 
intimidation, bribery, reward, or offer, or promise | 


e liable to indictment and punishment therefor, as |: 


provided in section nineteen of this act for persons 
guilty of any of the crimes therein specifiod 

Sec., 21. And be it further enacted, That any person 
who shall be deprived of, or fail to be elected toany 
office, except that of member of Congress or member 
of a State Legislature, by reason of the denial to any 


citizen of the right to vote who offered his vote at | 


the election, on account of.his race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, shall be entitled to bold such 
office and perform the duties and receive the emolu- 
ments thereof, and may recover possession of such 
office hy quo warranto or other appropriate proceed - 
bog in the circuit or district court of the United 
States for the proper district, or in any State court 
having jurisdiction of such proceeding. 


The bill was read the third time. 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I ask for 
the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and the 


Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. STOCKTON, (when his name was 
called.) I desire to announce that I am paired 


on this final vote with the Senator from New |! 
York, [Mr. Conxtine.] If here he would vote | 


for the passage of the bill, and I against it. 
` The result was announced—yeas 43, nays 8; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott. Anthony, Brownlow.Cam- 
eron, Carpenter, Chandler, Cole. Corbett, Cragin, 
Flanagan, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Har- 
lan, Harris, Howard, Howe, 
rill of Maine, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pome- 
roy, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, Rice. Ross, Sawyer, 
Scott, Speocer, Sprague, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, 
Trumbull, Warner, Willey, Williams, and Yates—43. 

NA YS—Messrs. Casserly, Davis, Fowler, Hamilton 
of. Maryland, Johnston, McCreery, Thurman, and 

ickers—8. 

_ ABSENT—Messrs, Ames, Bayard, Boreman, Buek- 
ingham, Cattell, Conkling, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, 
Ferry, Kellogg. Lewis, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, 
Robertson, Saulsoury, Schurz, Sherman, Stockton, 
Tipton, and Wilson—21. 


So the bill was passed. i 

Mr. STEWART. 1moveto amend the title 
.by adding ‘‘and for other purposes.” 

Mr. SUMNER. It would be better to strike 
out all the words after ‘“ Union.” > 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it be read as it will 
stand if amended as proposed. 

Mr. SUMNER. It willthen read, ‘A bill 
to enforce the right of citizens of the United 
States to vote in the several States of this 
Union.” 


Mr. STEWART. Add there the words and 


for orice por oses.” 
Mr. SUMNER. Why do you want to have 
‘¢ other purposes” in? 


= Mr. STEWART. Here is a provision to 
“enforce the fourteenth amendment, Strike out 


Howell, McDonald, Mor- | 


f 


‘inetracted to inquire and report: 


-if 80, 


several States of this Union, and for other || 


purposes.” 

Mr. SUMNER. That is the whole case. 

Mr. STEWART. No; the fourteenth amend- 
ment, to prevent improper holding of office, and 
then the civil rights bill have been put on. 

Mr. SUMNER. Yes. 

Mr. STEWART. So after Union insert 
‘Cand for other purposes.” 

The title was so amended. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I now move 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 974) making appropria- 
tions for the legislative, executive, and judi- 


|| cial expenses of the Government for the year 


entitled to vote, or aid, counsel, procure, or advise ' ending the 30th of June, 1871. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. [t Nol” *Nol’’] 

Mr. SPENCER. I move that when the 
Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet on Monday. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Not yet. I 
object. 

Mr. THURMAN. This is Friday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Maine, 
to proceed to the consideration of the appro- 
priation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. . 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. SAWYER. I move that when the Sen- 
ate adjourns.it adjourn to meet on Monday at 
twelve o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and at seven 
o'clock a. m. on Saturday, May 21, the Senate 
adjourned. 


-© HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, May 21, 1870. — 


the Senate 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer | 
' by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 


ia Journal of yesterday was partly read, 
when— 
Mr. CULLOM moved that the further read- 
ing of the Journal be dispensed with. 
There being no objection, the motion was 
agreed to. ias 
FEES, ETC., IN SUPREME COURT. ` 


Mr. CULLOM, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
First. As to the amount of fees charged and cot- 
lected per annum by the clerk of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and the expenses of said office 
for clerk-hire, &c. ` amas 
Second. Under what law or rule of said court the 
gaid fees are regulated and imposed. > aks 
hird. Whether the records of causes pending in 
said court, and the decisions of the ¢ourt thereon, 
are printed at the Government Printing Office; and 
whether the same are paid for by said clerk. 
Fourth. Whether the said clerk charges the parties 
to said- causes or others for printing said records and 
for copies of suid opinions. 5 os 
‘Resolved further, That the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary be instructed to consider the propriety of re- 
porting a bill regulating the fees to be paid by suitors 
in said Supreme Court; fixing the salaries of the clerk 
and other employés in the office of the said clerk, 
and requiring the said clerk to pay into the Treasury 
of the 
and collected by him as such clerk. ' 


nited States quarterly all the fees charged i 


Mr. CULLOM moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. ` 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


Mr. COX. I ask unanimous consent to sub- 
mit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary bo 
requested to report back the bill referred to them 
January 17, 1870, entitled ‘‘A bill constituting eight 
hours a day’s work for all laborers, workmen, and 


mechanics in the employ of the Government of the 
United States.” 


Mr. McGREW. I object. 
AMENDMENT OF BANKRUPTCY LAW. 


Mr. POLAND. I ask unanimous consent 
to take from the Speaker’s table an amend- 
ment of the Senate to House bill No. 386, to 
amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to establish a 
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States,’’ approved March 2, 1867. 

There was no objection ; and the amendment 
of the Senate was read, as follows: 


Strike out the following: 

Suc. 2, And be it further enacted, That in caso of 
a vacancy in the office of district judge in any dis- 
trict, or incase any district judge shall from sickness, 
absence, or other disability be unable to act, the 
clerk of the district court of such district shall bo 
authorized and empowed by leave or order of the 
circuit judge of the circuit in which such district is 
inc'uded to make, during such disability or vacancy, 
all necessary rules and orders preparatory to the 
final hearing of all causes in bankruptcy. 


Mr. POLAND. I move that the amend- 
ment of the Senate be non-concurred in, and 
a committee of conference be requested on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken ; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ABBOTT Q. ROSS. 


Mr. HAYS. I demand the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
now begun, and the first thing in order is Sen- 
ate bill No. 188, for the relief of Abbott Q. 
Ross, reported yesterday from the Committee 
‘on Naval Affairs, by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Hays,] with the recommendation 
that it do pass. 

Mr. HAYS. Imove the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time ; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, an 
passed. 

Mr. HAYS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 


| the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ALVIN P. HOVEY. 


Mr. ORTH, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported back a jointresolution (S. R. 
No. 181) to authorize the payment of the fall 


‘salary of Alvin P. Hovey as minister in Peru, 


without deduction on account of absence from 
hig post, with the recommendation that it do 
‘pass. 

? The joint. resolution, which was read, pro- 
vides ibat Alvin P. Hovey, envoy extraordi- 
nary and minister plenipotentiary of the Uni- 
ted States in Peru, who has been absent from 
his-post as .a witness in a judicial proceeding 
interesting to the United States, be paid the 
full amount of his salary notwithstanding such 


. absence. 


Mr. ORTH. I now call the previous ques- 
tion. 
The previous question was seconded and the 


- main question ordered. 


The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. ORTH moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed; and 


May 21, 


1870. 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MINISTER TO CHINA. 
Mr. ORTH also, from the same committee, 


reported back a bill (H. R. No. 889) to in- ; 
crease the salary of the United States minister ` 
to China, with the recommendation that it do | 
not pass ; and the same was laid on the table. : 


REMOVAL OF COMMERCIAL RESTRICTIONS, 


Mr. ORTH, from the same committee, also | 
reported back a joint resolution (H. R. No. 87) |i 
providing for the removal of restrictions on | 
commerce, with the recommendation that it do : 


not pass; and the same was laid on the table. 


to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


eign Affairs, reported a bill (H. R. No. 2067) 
directing the Secretary of State to cause to 
be brought home and interred the remains 


of Generals Asboth and Steadman, who died ` 


in the service of the United States abroad ; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The bill was read. It authorizes the Sec- 
retary of. State to cause to be removed to the 


United States, and interred in the national : 


cemetery at Arlington Heights, the remains 


of General Alexander Asboth, who died while | 


serving as minister of the United States to the ` 
Argentine Confederation. 
and directs the Secretary of State to cause to 


be removed to the United States, and sent to | 
| by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
| on the table. - 

It further |; 
provides that the expenses of such removals ;|“ 
and burials be paid out of the contingent fund || 


his late home in Ohio, the remains of General 


William Steadman who died at Santiago de — 


Cuba, in the month of July, 1869, while serv- 
‘jng as consul of the United States. 


of the State Department: 
Mr. VOORHEES. Who is the gentleman | 
that has charge of this bill? ; 


The SPEAKER. The bill is reported by | 


the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. AMBLER. ] 
Mr. AMBLER. I will say to the gentle- 


i 
i 


It also authorizes | 


man from Indiana that the bill is reported on 
the unanimous recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. VOORHEES. [I heartily:coneur in the 
bill, and only: rise to.ask what I am: sure 
every gentleman from my State will join me 
in requesting, that provision may be made in 
the bill for the removal of the remains of Hon. 
James Wilson, who died while minister of the 
United States to Venezuela, to his late‘home 
at Crawfordsville, in Indiana. l 

Mr. ORTH. Í 
that that is unnecessary. The State’ Depart- 


ment have already taken the necessary steps i 


for the removal of the remains of Mr. Wilson. 
They cannot, under the health regulations of 
‘Caracas, be removed under a year.. No legis- 


lation is necessary for the purpose of bringing | 


will state to my ‘colleague | 


home his remains. aaa 
Mr. VOORHEES. Iam happy to receive 
that assurance. from my colleague. . At the 


same time he will allow me to say that I have | 
had repeated communications with the State | 


Department in regard to the removal of the 
remains of Mr. Wilson, which is a matter I 
have much at heart. I knew him from my 


boyhood. But when my colleague states that : 


there is nothing in the way but health regula- 


tions, and that that difficulty will be obviated 


in a year, I am quite satisfied. 

Mr. ORTH. Í assure my colleague that he 
may rely on my giving every attention to this 
-matter. Mr. Wilson was my predecessor in 
Congress, and was one of my constituents. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ° l 
; | tary of State, together with the expenses at- 

Mr. AMBLER moved to reconsider the vote ': 
. by which the bill was passed ; and also moved i 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3691 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. AMBLER, from the same committee, 


| reported back the bill (H. R. No. 1194) direct- 
ing the Secretary of State to cause the remains © 


of General William Steadman, late consul of 


‘ the United States at Santiago de Cuba, to be |; À 
‘be allowed by the Secretary of State, in addi- 


sent to his late home in Portage county, Ohio ; 


and the bill (H. R. No. 1525) authorizing the | 


bringing home the remains of General Alex- |: 


ander Asboth, late United States minister to | WaS as follows : 
the Argentine Confederation ; and moved that | q; ? 
the committee be discharged from their further |! diřsoted to ascertain by competent 


consideration, and that the same be severally 


! laid on the table. 
Mr. ORTH moved to reconsider the votes |: 
just taken ; and also moved that the motion | 


The motion was agreed to. 
GIFT FROM GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE. 


authorizing Surgeon George E. Cooper, of the 


: United States Army, to accept a gift from the 


Government of France, in acknowledgment of 
services rendered. 

The joint resolution was read. It author- 
izes George E. Cooper, surgeon United States 


, Army, to accept from the French Government 
<a gold watch and chain in acknowledgment 
! of services by him rendered in July, 1869, 

to the crew of the French imperial corvette | 
| Curieux. 


The joint resolution was ordered to be 


engrossed and read a third time; and being | 


engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 
Mr. WILLARD moved to reconsider the vote 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
DECORATIONS FROM KING OF PORTUGAL. 


Mr. WILLARD also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with the recommenda- 


tion that it do pass, the joint resolution (S. R. | 
No. 81) authorizing Lieutenant Commander | 


Arthur A. Yates, Surgeon Albert L. Gilson, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Charles H. White, 
and Assistant Surgeon Jerome H. Kidder, of 
the United States Navy, to accept decorations 


| from the King of Portugal in recognition of 
i; humane services. 


The joint resolution was read. It author- 
izes Lieutenant Commander Arthur A. Yates, 
Surgeon Albert L. Gilson, Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Charles H. White, and Assistant Sur- 
geon Jerome H. Kidder, of the United States 


Navy to accept the decorations tendered them 
e 


by the king of Portugal in recognition of ha- 
mane services rendered by them to an officer 
of the Portuguese navy. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
‘reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 
= Mr. WILLARD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CLAIMS FOR JAPANESE: OUTRAGE, 


Mr. WILLARD, from the same commit- 
tee, reported back, with an amendment in the 


|: nature of a substitute, the joint resolution (S. 
R. No. 154) authorizing the Secretary of State | 


to adjust certain claims, and directing the 
payment thereof. 

“he joint resolution was read. It directs 
the Secretary of State to ascertain and allow 
the damages which ought to be paid to the 
owners of the steamer Monitor or Fee Pang, 
their representatives or assigns, for the in- 
juries sustained from being fired into by the 


batteries of the Daimio of Nagato in July, | andthe Japanese authorities on the 22d October, 


1864, and that the sum allowed by the Secre- ` 


© terly installments, for “all claims of whatever nature, 


tending the ascertainment thereof, be paid out 
of the moneys received for indemnity from the 


| whether indemnities, ransom for e 
| penses entailed by the eperationsof the allied squad- 


Government of Japan. The second section 
authorizes the Secretary of State to appoint a 
commissioner or commissiovers, as may be 


` necessary, to take testimony in Japan or else- 


where in relation to such damages, and report 
the same to him; and that any consular or dip- 
lomatic officer who may be so appointed shall 
be entitled to a reasonable compensation, to 


tion to his official salary or emoluments. 
The substitute reported by the committee 


That the Secretary of State be, and hereby is, 
roof, and allow, 
the actnal damages sustained by the steamer Mon- 


| itor or Fee Pang by the shot trom the batteries, when 
ii that steamer was fired into by the batteries of the 
| Daimio of Nagato, July 12, A. D. 1864, and that the 
i sum allowed by the Secretary of State be paid to 
; the owners of said steamer, or to their legal repre- 
é : i; sentatives or assigns, out ot the moneys received tor 
| Mr. WILLARD, from the same committee, | 
reported back, with the recommendation that į: 


THE LATE GENERALS ASBOTH AND.STEADMAN. |. jt do pass, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 251) ; 


Mr. AMBLER, from the Committee on For- | 


indemnities from the Government of Japan. 


Sro.2. And beit further resolved, That theSecretary 


: of State be, and hereby is, authorized to take testi- 


mony, if in his judgment the interests of the United 
States requiro testimony to be taken, in Japan or 


| elsewhere, in relation to such damages. Any con- 


sular or diplomatic officerin Japan may be appointed 


: to take such testimony, and any expense necessarily 


incurred in taking such testimony shall be paid by 
the Secretary of State out of said moneys received 
from the Government of Japan. 


Mr. DICKEY. I would like to know the 


| reason for this raid on the Japanese fund. 


Mr. WOODWARD. Isthis part of the grab 


| made yesterday ? 


Mr. WILLARD. 
read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


To the House of Representatives : 


The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which was 
referred joint resolution (S. R. No. 154) authorizing 
the Secretary of State to adjust certain claims and 
directing the payment thereof, begs leave to report: 

The only evidence before the committee was of- 
fered by Nathaniel J. Miller, of Portland, Maine, 
and the evidence consisted muinly of a report made 
in 1867 by E. Peshine Smith, examiner ot claims in 
the State Department, which report is as follows: 


` Burrau or CLAIMS, February 6, 1867. 


Claim of Nathaniel J. Miller, of Portland, assignee 
of Drake & Conklin, of San Francisco, for damages 
to their steamer, the Monitor. 


Drake & Conklin appear to have been engaged in 


I ask that the report be 


| business at Shanghai, in China. - Their vessel, the 
Monitor, under the name of the * Fee Pang,” went, 


in want of water and coal, into a harbor of Choshu, 
Daimio of Nagato, which was not one. of the ports 
open to foreigncommerce. It was fired upon by the 
batteries of Chosbu and damaged to an amount now 
stated at $35,090, ns well by reason of the direct in- 
juries to the ship, boilers, and machinery by cannon- 


shot as by the detention for repairs, & 


C. 

The firing upon the vessel was on the 12th July, 
1864. Mr. Drake, one of the owners, was on board 
at the time. The captain was , also & 
part owner. Beet om 

Our minister, Mr. Pruyn, in his letter to the De- 
partment of State of August 8, 1864, after stating that 
he had laid the facts betore the Japanese Govern- 
ment, says: ` I made no claim, nor dol feel disposed 
to make any, in favor of the owners of the vessel, 
one of whom was on board at the time. White I 
have no reason to distrust the truth of the declara- 
tions that they were destitute of coal, and that they 
were obliged to go into the harbor, I cannot forget 
that while here in 1863 the same vessel entered a port 
in the territories of Satsuma; and it would be unwise 
to encourage owners of vessels brought to this coun~ 
try for sale to enter the ports of hos/ile daimios, or 
any ports not opened for trade.” (Diplomatic Cor- 
respondence of 1864, vol. 3, p. 517.) ¥ 

Choshu, if not in a state of rebellion against the 


| Japanese Government at the very time of the firing 
| into the Monitor, was so shortly afterward. 


The 
treaty Powers, as early as August 12, 1864, but one 


: month after the affair of the Monitor, organized a 


military and naval expedition against him with the 


! consent of the Tycoon, who expressed his indigna- 


tion at the firing upon the vessel. The combined 
fleet destroyed the batteries of Choshu between the 


' 4th and 8th September, 1864, and compelied bim to 
i: make a complete surrender and agree to pay for the 
' expenses of the expedition such sum as the minister 
| of the treaty Powers might demand, together. (as is 
|i stated in a memorandum of conferences, Diplomatic 
' Correspondence for 1864, p. 568, vol. 3,) with any in- 


demnities to be claimed for his-aggression on foreign 
flags from the beginning. 

The Japanese minister (see memorandum last 
cited) undertook, in behalf of the ‘ycoon’s Govern- 
ment, all the engagements of Choshu as to the pay- 
ment of indemnities. - 

By a convention made between the treaty Powers 
1864, the latter agreed to pay $3.000,000 in six quar- 
for past aggressions onthe partof Nagato, (Choshu,) 
Simonoseki, or ex- 
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rons.’ An option was reserved to accept the open- 
ing of Simonoseki or some other new port in lieu of 
the payincnt of tho indemnity in money. The Ty- 
coon subsequentig declined to open the port, and 
elected to pay the money. The first installment of 
$500,000 was, in part, paid on the 4th September, 
1865, and the United States are in possession of 
their aliquot share of the installments which bevo 
fallen due. : 

T do not find that reparation was cven demanded 
of Choshu or the Tycoon, specifically, for the injuries 
to the Monitor, or that any specilic amount or pro- 
portion of the general indemnity received by our 


Government had been appropriated to reimburse | 
them, or indeed that the pecuniary extent of those . 


injuries have been adjusted. . 
~ Mr. Pruyn, in his letter of October 29, 1864, (Diplo- 
matic Correspondence, vol. 3; p.582,)remarking upon 
the option of the treaty Powers to accept a new portin 
full or in part. payment, says that “in the event of his 
making the offer of 2 port a moderate pecuniary fine 
may beimposed. Ineithercase provision ) 
tor a reasenable indemnity for injuries sustaincd by 
tho Wyoming and Monitor, nud tor the insult offered 
to our flag by the attack on those vesse!s.” I under- 
stand him to mean by this thata fund will be pro- 
vided adequate to those objects; not that a specific 
arrangement, providing forsums of money to be paid 
in consideration of these injuries would be made with 
tho'l'ycoon, . It is sufficient that the contingency did 
not arise which called for, or would admit of any dis- 
cussion with the ‘Tycoon, of the question whether he 
should pay, or should be esteemed as having allowed, 
any specific compensation on account of the Monitor. 
he simple fact appears to be that we, in concert 
with the other treaty Powers, made use of our power 
to extort from the Tycoon a promise to pay the sum 
of $3,000,000 as a meins of inducing him to open a 
new port to commerce. Mr. Pruyn states himself to 
have agreed to the substitution of $3,000,000, instead 
of $2,000,000, as the sum to be demanded, because he 
“ thought it more likely to lead to the substitution 
of a port as a material compensation for the expense 
ot the expedition.” 
p. 582.) We probably got, and are in the way of get- 
ting considerably more money than we can well 
account for by way of satistying expenses or indem- 
nities for material injuries. Weare in the possession 
of a fund amply suthcient to indemnify our citizens. 
We have released the Japancsc Government, and 


will be made - 


(Correspondence of 1864, vol, 3, | 


should pay whatever it ought to have paid; and | 


this, by its assumption of the cngagements of tho 
rebel daimio who cor 
he ought to have paid. | ate 

It is well for the claimant that our obligations 
became fixed at the time of the convention by which 
the Tycoon agreed to pay the money, and wo to 
receiye it in- tuli discharge of indemnites! For in 
tho February following (1865) Mr.. Drake, the owner 
of the Fee Pang or Monitor, i € 
into the unopened port of Simonoseki, in the tértitory 
of the prince of Nagato, then in rebellion against 
the ‘I'ycoon, and there purchased of that prince 
another steamer—the Senkatsimos, (or Launcefield,) 
which had been damaged in anaction with our man- 
of-war, the Wyoming. I say purchased, for he took 
the vessel in charge with a power of attorney from 


the prince to sell hor, which he subsequently used to | 


effect a conveyance of her to bis own firm. He 
repaired the Launcefield sufficiently to 
to be towed by the Monitor to Shanghai, where the 
two steamers arrived with about fifty subjects of the 
prince of Nagato on board. 

These facts are stated in Mr: Portman’s dispatch 
to Mr. Seward, of August 30, 1865, (No, 49.) The 
Japanese Government complained of their proceed- 
ing, both as a violation of our treaty, lud 
the Monitor from‘the unopened port, and as giving 
‘aid and comfort to the rebel prince by enabling bim 
‘te withdraw bis damaged vessel from its exposure 
to fall- into the hands of bis sovereign, the Tycoon, 
Sn the operations to reduce his rebellion. 


. [think it elcar that if his (Mr. Drake’s) elaim for | 


the injury to the Monitor had been under discussion 
with the Tycoon we should have declined to pros- 
ecute 1t for him. : 

The claimant, Mr: Miller, became the assignee of 
the intecest of Horace K. Drake (one halt) by deed 
dated July 5, 1866, and of the interest of Piatt 
Conklin (three eighths) by deed dated September 
30, 1566. These instruments, . properly proved, are 
on file in the Department. The remaining interest, 
{onc eighth,) so tar as there is any evidence before 
me, is outstanding in the hands of one Alphonse T. 
‘Friends, who was part owner and captain of the 
Monitor. Mr. Miller submits that the sum of $35,000 
4s a reasonable compensation for the damage “and 
-the great risk of liteand property incurred.” I think 
opened be allowed for risk of life and prop- 
‘erty. ; 

Drake, the former part owner of the Moniter, and 
‘Benjamin W. Morali, who was the book-keeper and 
‘confidential clerk of the owners, H. K. Drako & Co., 
at Shanghai, at the time of the injury, made affida- 
vits in 


quence ef her being fired into, at $40,000! 
however, gave no detail of the items of dumage nor 
‘the basis on whieh they estimated it. ' 


I think Mr. Millor has a just claim for the amoent | 
-of actual damages to be ascertained. It will-require | 
an act of Congress to authorize any payment, and | 


that act may provide for the mode of liquidating the 

sum. 

; E. PESHINE SMITH, 
Examiner of Claims. 


"Upon a conference with Mr. Pruyn, subsequent to 
“the date of the above report, I obtained an impres- 


entered with that vessel | 


enable her ; 


which excluded | 


evember last, in which they estimated the | 
damages, immediate and consequential, in conss- i| 

e 
or | euch damages, and to report to him ; and that 


committed the wrong, is whatever | 


sion that the damages are grossly exaggerated, and 


that it wouid probably require the taking of testi- 
mony in China to ascertain the just amount, Te 


The committeo was catisfied that, to tho amount of 


the actual damage sustained by the steamer, Mr. : 


Miller had a just claim upon theindemnity fund paid 
to the United States by the Government of Japan. 
This damage, however, the committee think was 
not large, and was enormously exaggerated in the 
affidavit of Drake. 

The committec was not so far impressed with the 
equity of this application as to seo any propriety in 
recommending that theexpensces of the claimants in 
ascertaining the amount of their damages be paid out 


| of this fund. Yet it is probable, under the resolution 


as it came from the Senate, this might be fairly 


: claimed. Nor did it seem wise to provide for the 


` appointment of commissioners to take testimony in 


the case, ns such a course would probably be attended 


: with considerable expense. 


In order to shut out all possibility for the allow- 
ance of any claim except for actual damages, as well 
as to avoid any unnecessary expense in ascertaining 
the facts which the Secretary of State may think ne- 
cessary in reaching a correct conclusion as to the 
actual damage sustained by the Monitor, the com- 
mittee thinks a resolution somewhat more guarded 


and restricted than that which passed the Senate | 


should beadopted ; and therefore recommends a sub- 
stitute for the Senate resolution, and the passage of 
the substitute by the House. 

č. W. WILLARD, 


For Committee. 
. Mr. WILLARD. I ask to have read the 
convention with the Japanese Government. 
Mr. CULLOM. 


read. 

he Clerk read the convention. 

Mr. CULLOM. I would inquire if this claim 
has not been before the Committee on Foreign 


| Affairs for a namber of years? IfI remember 


right the committee considered this case when 
L had the honor to be a member of that 
committee, and perhaps reported against, it, 
although l am not sure about that. 

Mr. BANKS. That was another bill on the 
same subject. 
Mr. CULLOM. While I am upon the floor 
let me make another inquiry. I desire to in- 
quire what is the proposition in the bill reported 
to the House? Is it to pay these parties a par- 
ticular amount, or is it to allow somebody to 
roam.about and ascertain what these parties 
ought to have? at 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I think 
the best way would be to invite everybody who 
has ever been in Japanese waters at any time 
to come here and take a share of this Japanese 


: indemnity fund. | 
Mr. WILLARD. . If the House will give 


me their attention I think I can explain this 
claim so that they can understand what it is, 
and just how far it has any equity and justice 
to support it. ae 

In the first place, Intay as well state just what 
is proposed by this joint resolution. Lhe joint 
resolution which passed the Senate and came 
to this House ptovides that the Secretary of 
State shall ascertain and allow the damages 
which ought to be paid to the owners of the 
steamer Monitor, or Fee Pang, their represent- 
atives or assigns, for the injuries sustained 
from being fired into by the batteries of the 
Daimio of Nagato, in July, 1864, and that the 


| sum allowed by the Secretary of State, together 


with the expenses attending the ascertainment 
thereof, shall be paid out of the moneys re- 
ceived for indemnities from the Government 
of Japan. - Pe, 

The second section of. the Senate joint reso- 
lution authorizes the Secretary.of State .to ap- 
point a commissioner or commissionetsto take 
testimony in Japan or elsewhere in relation to 


any consular ar diplomatie officer who may be 
s0 appointed shall be entitled to a reasouable 
compensation, to.be allowed by the Secretary 
of State, in addition te his official salary or 


-emoluments. -. 


‘The. Committee on Foreign Affairs of this 


| Houge deemed that joint resolation too general 


in its terms; that under the resolution, if there 


. Iwould ask the gentleman | 
if it is worth while to have it read, as there | 
seems to be no opposition to the joint resolu- | 


tion. 
Mr. WILLARD. I think it had better be | 


was any just claim, more might beallowed than 

in justice ought to be allowed. They there- 

fore recommend the adoption of a substitute, 
i which gentlemen will see, if they have been 
‘attending to this case, is quite different from 
‘the Senate proposition. ‘lhe first section of 
i the substitute directs the Secretary of State to 
ascertain by competent proof and to allow the 
actual damages sustained by the steamer Mon- 
itor, or Fee Pang, by the shot from the batteries 
i when that steamer was fired into by the bat- 
teries of the Daimio of Nagato, July 12, 1864, 
i and provides that the sum allowed by the Sec- 
retary of State shall be paid to the owners of 
said steamer or their legal representatives or 
| assigus out of the moneys received for indem- 
i nity from the Government of Japan. 

The second section of the substitute provides 
that the Secretary of State may authorize the 
taking of testimony in Japan or elsewhere, if 
in his judgment the interests of the United 
States may require testimony to be so taken, in 
relation to such damages, and that any con- 
sular or diplomatic officer in Japan may be 
appointed to take such testimony, and any 
expense necessarily incurred in taking such 
testimony shall also be paid out of the Japan- 
ese indemnity fund. 

Mr. CULLOM. This is the same bill which 
I referred to, and which in a previous Congress 
was considered by the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. WILLARD. The report which has been 
‘| read here, embodying as it does the report of 
Mr. Smith, the examiner of claims of the State 
Department, who once heard this testimony, 
presents the facts as they appeared before the 
committee. ‘The facts are these: this steamer 
Monitor, or Fee Pang, owned by some parties 
who have since then assigned their interests in 
this matter, entered a port in Japan that was 
not open to commerce, and of course they 
entered it against the regulations of that port. 
The excuse they made, and which has been 
made in the proof, and which there is no rea- 
son to doubt, as far as the case shows, was that 
they were out of coal and fresh water and in 
distress; and the steamer was fired into by the 
batteries of that port. 

Now, whether the steamer received any 
actual damage, certainly the committee were 
not fully apprised. In my judgment, and I 
heard the statement that was made by: Mr. 
Miller, who represents the parties in interest 
here, the injuries actually sustained by this 
| steamer from the shot from the batteries were 
very slight indeed, very trifling. In fact, I am 
not certain that any proof could be made that 
‘there was any actual damage sustained from 
that canse, = coo i 

But the parties, when they presented their 
claimy..to the- Secretary of State and. made 
their proof before Mr. Smith, the examiner of 
„claims; insisted that the:consequential damage, 
the damage occasioned by this firing, from the 
delay occasioned by it, from the fact that they 
were unable to get any coal. in that port, and 
so were obliged to burn green wood, which 
burned out their boilers and compelled them 
to buy new boilers, that these facts furnish the 
i! ground for a proper claim for damages to be 
i; paid out of this Japanese fund. 
||. The examiner ot claims says in his report, 
and I certainly agree with him fully in that 
_mespeet, that the evidence in regard to the 
i damage was necessarily very largely exagger- 
' ated and very:indefinite. They estimate the 
damage, hot the ‘actual damage, but the re- 
sulting, the consequential damage, at $30,000. 
‘It is very clear that if asy bill had been 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
asking an appropriation of thirty or forty thou- 
-gand dollars out of that fund the application, 
under ordinary circumstances, would not have 
been entertained fora moment. But the com- 

mittee could not overlook the fact that this 
convention, not on its face, batin the under- 
standing of our then minister to Japan, Mr. 
: Pruyn, was intended to cover whatever damage 
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the owners of the steamer Monitor might be 
entitled to by reason of its being fired into. 
Mr, Pruyn, writing to Secretary Seward in 
respect to this convention, said: 

“In either case provision will be made for reason- 
able indemnity sustained by the Wyomingand Mon- 
jtor, and for the insult to our flag offered by the 
attack on those vessels.” . 

Of course any payment in the shape of rep- 
aration for insults offered to our flag by the 
attack ou those vessels would go to the Gov- 


ernment; but the damage that was actually i 


sustained by this steamer by reason of that 


firing is of course included in this convention. ° 


The bill provides simply that the Secretary of 
State shall ascertain the actual damage occa- 


l 


sioned by the shot from the batteries, and shall 


pay the damage.: When it thus appears by the ` mi i 
correspondence connected with the convention `: eee caveat denaren EDO SN esr 


that the damage sustained by this steamer was 
intended to be included in this indemnity fund, 
it appears to me that neither the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs nor the House is at liberty 


| The report and correspondence will show to 


Mr. BENTON. If I understand, this is a 
mere inference of the gentleman from Vermont 
from the correspondence between the Secretary 
of State and Mr. Pruyn. 

Mr. WILLARD. if the gentleman from 
New Hampshire thinks that we are at liberty 
to infer from what Mr. Pruyn himself states 
of his own information that there must have 
been some claim for damages; if that is what 
he calla an inference, perhaps this is one. Mr. 
Pruyn would not have made a claim for dam- 
ages unless some one made a claim on him. 


any one who will take the trouble to read them 
that Mr. Pruyn himself thought there was no 
particular equity in this claim. 

Mr. BENTON. Was any testimony sub- 


_ Mr. ELA. I judge from the report of the ` 


- committee there is no foundation for the claim; 


to say to these gentlemen representing the par- | 


ties who owned the Monitor that they shall not 
have any opportunity to present: their case to 


the Secretary of Stateand show what the actual j' mony if he thinks the interest of the United 


damage was, 


I yield for a moment to the gentleman from |; 
Ohio, [Mr. Lawrence,] who, I understand, | 


wishes to ask me a question. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I would be glad if the 


gentleman would inform the House. whether | 
Mr. Pruyn does not speak of this as a claim ' 


which he would not press upon the Japanese 
Government at all—a claim which he would 
not deem it proper to consider ? 


Mr, CULLOM, Yes; and this claim only ' 


grows up after the accruing of that fund which 
‘ somebody wants to get at in preference to 


having it turned.into the Treasury of the United. 


States. x f Device 
Mr. LAWRENCE. And somebody has 
bought this.claim as a speculation, to press it 


on the attention of Congress. I ask the gen-. 
tleman whether. this Government has ever paid. | 


any claim of this description ? 
Mr. WILLARD. I will answer t 


man from Ohio-in a moment, Inthe first place, | 
I wish to say that the allegation that this claim. 
was not thought of at all till this Japanese fund |; 


was obtained is answered by the letter of Mr, 
Pruyn accompanying the treaty itself. 
letter Mr. Pruyn says: ° 

“ Provision will ha made for reasonable indamaity 


tions themselves the injury sustained by the 
Monitor was considered. 


‘It is said that this claim has been bought up 
by parties on speculation. I do not know how: 
much parties may have paid on a speculation; | 


but I am very.sare that if they paid very much 
it will prove a losing speculation, provided the 
Secretary of State pays 
templates. 
Mr. BENTON. ` How does it appear by the 
letter of Mr. Pruyn that any claim was made 
on the part of the owners of the Monitor before 
this fund was paid over?. i 
Mr. WILLARD.. This letter from Mr. 
Pruyn to Mr. Seward is dated October 29, 1864. 


The treaty was entered into October 22, 1864. : 


Mr. BENTON. Exactly; but how does that 


show that any claim. was’ made on the part of | 
the owners of the Monitor before that time ?: 


Mr. WILLARD. It occurs to me,: Mr. 


Speaker, that if Mr. ‘Prayn, our minister to; 


Japan, had not at that time been aware that 
the owners of the Monitor made elaim. for 
damages, he would not -have been very likely 
to write to our Government that those dam- 
ages were included in that indemnity fund. It 
is clear that there had been correspondence 


between Mr. Pruyn and the Japanese Govern- ` 


ment in respect to these insults to our flag and 
the damage our. commerce had suffered, and 
that the treaty was intended to: cover precisely 
those cases. — os 


he gentle-. purchase of a claim and coming before Con- 


In that ; 

l ‘| aresmall. The bill is so guarded by the amend- 
Provi lhe dan 2) ment of the Housé totmmittee; in the nature of 

for injuries sustained by, the Wyoming and Monitor.” | 

That shows conclusively that.in the negotia- i 


only what the bill con- | 


$ 


| In the first place I have a general knowledge | 


| of Portland, a respectable merchant. He was | 
indueed to go into this trade, and he was vir- || 


| damages, which are large, in addition to what 


and Jet me ask whether it will not cost more | 


for this machinery to ascertain any damage - 
than for us to buy the steamer? 

Mr. WILLARD. The substitute provides 
that the Secretary of State shall only take testi- 


States requires it. In that respect it is differ- 
ent from the Senate proposition. 
the idea that the expenses in regard to this 


claim, so far as the Secretary of State shall || 


authorize them, are to come out of this fand 


at all. Sane 

Mr. CULLOM. Will the gentleman allow 
me to move to lay this upon the table? 

Mr. WILLARD. No, sir. I now yield to 
the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. PETERS. I wish to say something on 
this matter, and I hope the House will hear me. 


of the subject-matter. I know the party-claim- 
ant and the reason for his claim. He virtually: | 
was the owner of the ‘steamer at. the time of | 
the injury. His name is Nathaniel G. Miller, | 


tually the owner of the steamer. There is no’ 
gress to make money out of it. ; 
I wish to say further that it is & smalt claim. | 


I know heretofore he tried to get consequential 


might be called the legal direct damages, which 


a substittite, that the claimant is only to have’ 
the direct legal damages resulting from the 
firing upon the steamer by these two Japanese 
forts. This claim was indorsed unanimously, 
I may be allowed to say, by the Committee on : 
Foreign Relations of the Senate, and it was | 
passed by the Senate without opposition. The | 
substitute now pending is presented by the 
unanimous opinion of the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs of this House. — 

Now, sir, what is this for? It is a claim for | 
damages resulting to that steamer from going 
into this port dnd being fired on by Japanese 
forts. The question has been asked, why did 
she go in there? Because she was out of coal 
and out of water. Was not that an absolute: 
necessity? Was not there absolute distress?. 
Would she not haye had the right to go- into 
any place under God’s heavens under such cir. 
cumstances? The committee have informed 
the House that the facts :have been. made out 
to their satisfaction that the steamer was out 
of coal and out of water. . 

ĮI want to know if we are going so far with 
this Japanese fand as to pay our soldiers and 
sailors in the last war for gallantservice, who 
had no connection with it, and refase to pay 
this: private individual who comes here and 
makes this complaint, and puts in his proof 
of legal direct damages, when there is a pro- 
vision in the very language of the treaty itself : 
that he shall have this compensation. There 
is money in the Treasury for this purpose, an- 
excess of money. The facts are shown to us | 


It negatives |; 


i; claim was never repotted against. > 


by the proofs in the case. They are indorsed 
by the committees of the two Houses. ‘They 
are shown to be true by the correspondence of 

our minister resident. I know there is a little 
carping in the House on account of the phrase- 

ology used by Mr. Pruyn in one part of his 
report; but taking together what he has said 
at all times, he indorses the claim. He has 
told us that this claim is included in the treaty. 

He has told us that the owners of this boat 
undertook to go into a harbor in distress, 

But I should like to ask what possible motive 
they could have had in undertaking to go into 
a port, unless there was an absolute, pressing: 
necessity for it. These parties should have 
been here before. There never has been an 

adverse report against them. But sinee there 
; has been so mach difficulty about it, it is pro- 

' posed that they shall be allowed for theirclaim 
amere pittance, to wit, the actual direct damage 
caused by the firing of the shot. 

Mr. CULLOM. Will the gentleman inform 
us what the actual damage amounts to? 

Mr. PETERS. I understand about two thou- 
sand dollars. The committee have not named 
‘any ‘particular sum, but provided how the dam-« 
ages shall be ascertained. The amount may 
not exceed $500. 

Mr. CULLOM.. If I am assured that it will 
i not exceed $500 I will vote for the bill. 

Mr. PETERS. That isnot fair. Whatever 
these parties are entitled to let them receive. 
It was but a. moment ago that the gentlemah 
from [llinois [Mr. CuLLom] was on the floor 
| stating that there was nothing in this bill call- 
ing for opposition. ; ; 

Mr. CULLOM. I did not then know what 
bill it was; but on inquiry I find that it was a 
i bill reported against by a committee. in the 
Fortieth Congress. Ithink, sir, that it is very 
clear that this House does not want to pass a 
bill of this nature. There is no good founda- 
tion for the claim, There is no good reason 
for granting it. Mr. Pruyn stated that he did 


‘| not expect to present this claim to the Govern- 


| ment. i 

_ Mr. PETERS: I desire to repeat that this 
Mr. 'CULEOM: - I‘undertjke to say that 

this bill was before the Foreign Affairs Com- 

mittee ‘in the last Congress, and that a mem- 

ber of that committee was ready, on behalf of 

the committee, to report against the bill. When 


| it is in order I shall move to lay this bill on 


| the table. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, there 
| is a distressing circumstance connected with 
this affair—the existence of this Japanese 
fund—and it will continue to create a good 
deal of distress as long as it is not distributed. 
I ask, would it not be well for the House at 
once to distribute this fund, and put an end to 
all this difficulty? — 0" > ae) 
Mr. PETERS. Pay your debts first with it. 
‘Mr. CULLOM. I move to lay the bill on 
the table. ane Cea eee 
The SPEAKER.: The gentleman from IHi- 
nois has not got the floor for that purpose. ` 
Mr. BANKS. ‘In reply to the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworru,] I would say 
that to dispose of the Japanese fund fs a matter 
of public legislation.. When the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs is called upon for reports of 
a public nature they will present some propo- 
sition with reference to that fund: ` But that 
cannot be done to-day. = 8 005 00, 
Mr. WILLARD. I desire to say a single 
| word before calling. the: previous question. 
This Japanese fund, if given to our Govern- 
ment for any purpose ih the world, was given 
to be made use of for such cases da those of: 
the Monitor and the Wyoming. ‘Those two 
cases are certified in correspondenee with the 
Secretary of State at that time. Ido hot know 
for what purpose we got this fund unless it was 
for the purpose of paying persons who suffered 
damage. Unless we got it for the purpose of: 
putting it into the Treasury-and distributing it. 
| out among persons who had- no élaim ander 
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the treaties, the parties here asking to be heard 
have a right to be heard, and to go before the 
Secretary of State, or before some competent 
tribunal, and present their claims. We bring 
in here a resolution limiting the payment to 
the actual damages caused by the shot, which 
in this case may. not be more than $500. I 


insist that if the fund is held by our Govern- | 
ment for any purpose it shall be held for such | 
a purpose as that. I now call the previous ` 


question. f 
Mr. CULLOM. I move that the bill be laid 
on the table. 
The 
tion, that the bill be laid on the table ; 


no quorum voting. . 
The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 


tellers; and appointed Mr. CULLOM and Mr. | 


WILLARD. 


The House again divided; and the tellers 


reported—ayes 76, noes 46. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. CULLOM moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was laid on the table; and 
‘also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid:on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired. 

HOURS OF MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT. 
-< Mr. DAWES. Desiring to dispense with 
the necessity of evening sessions, I wish to 


question was put on Mr. CULLOM’S mo- . 
and : 
there were, on: a division—ayes 65, noes 4l; ` 


propose to the House to meet earlier, under a : 


rule which would require the House to adjourn | 


at five o'clock in the afternoon. I therefore 
move the following resolution: 
. Resolved, That on and after Monday next the 
House will meet at helf past ten o'clock a. m. and 
adjourn at five o’clock p, m, a ba, 

This will leave it: in the power of the House 
to adjourn earlier on any day, if it should so- 
decide, but will require an adjournment at five 
o’elock.. : n 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I would suggest'to the 
gentleman that he should provide for a recess 
at some time between twelve and one. . 

Mr. DAWES. That occurred to me, but 
upon further reflection and consultation with 


members I think it unnecessary. Every one | 


who desires to take a lunch can do it without 
a recess. es aa a 
Mr. BENTON: Tf we meet at ten o'clock, 
I would like to know what time there will be 
for the committees to meet. 


Mr. DAWES. .. I think the committees have 


pretty much done their work, A few of them, 


of course, will have to meet, and they can | 
have leave to sit during the sessions of the | 


House, to finish up their work. - That is the 


idea. noe eae i ~ 

Mr. KELSEY. ` I move to amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts so as to 
make the hour of meeting eleven o'clock instead 
of half past ten. Í Ep 


‘Mr. DAWES: The committees can meet in 


the evenings if necessity requires it; So far as 


my own committee is concerned, [would pre- 
fer that it, should meet- in the evening rather 
than bave meetings of the House in the evening.. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. . I think the gentle-. 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] had 
better omit that. part of his resolution about. 
adjourning at five o’clock.. The yeas and nays 
may be being called when that hour arrives. 


Mr. DAWES.. -If the yeas and nays. are | 


being called the time will of course be ex- 


tended, = ss — 
, The SPEAKER. It is the uniform construc- 
tion that the,call of the yeas and nays cannot 


be. interrupted. . It has been held so in. the, 
case of a recess at half past four o'clock. The. | 
recess is never announced until the roll-call.is: 


completed.. So E : 
Mr. KELSEY.. -Would not this resolution 
prevent an adjournment before five'o’clock ? 


The SPEAKER. . It would not. It would. 


be quite competent for the House to. adjourn 


‘| House will meet at eleven o’clock a. m. and adjourn 


. break in on committee meetings as much as 
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before five o'clock; but it would be the duty 
of the Chair to announce an adjournmentat five 
o'clock, with the single exception if the roil- 
call should be in progress. | 

Mr. KELSEY. I would ask the gentleman |! 
to allow me to offer an amendment to make | 
the hour of meeting eleven o’clock instead of | 
half past ten. 

Mr. DAWES. I have no choice between 
eleven o’clock and half past ten. It occurred | 
to me that meeting at eleven o'clock would | 


meeting at half past ten, but as it seems to be | 
the general desire of the House that we shall 
meet at eleven o'clock I will modify my res- 
olution in that way. | 
The resolution, as modified, was read, as 
follows : 
Resolved, That on and after Monday next the 


at five o’clock p. m. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will again state 
the ruling in regard to the resolution, so that 
there may be no misapprehension in regard 
to it. It does not deprive-the House of the 
power to adjourn at any time it chooses, but it | 
devolves upon the Chair the absolute duty of. 
adjourning the House at five o’clock. 

There being.no objection, Mr. Dawes’s res- 
olution. as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BURDETT.. I desire that the House 
shall now proceed with the contested-election 
case of Newsham vs. Ryan. 

Mr. KELSEY. I raise the question on its 
consideration. I wish to move to go into Com-. 
mittee of the Whole on thestate of the Union 
on-the consular and diplomatic bill. 

Mr, BURDETT. I rise to a question of 
order. I submit that the contested-election’ 
case comes up as unfinished business. at 

The SPEAKER. Itis not unfinished busi- 
ness. The unfinished business isthat in which 
the House was engaged at.its adjournment. 
The House was not engaged on this matter at 
the time of its adjournment, and it does not 
come under that classification. 

The question was taken on Mr. Burperr’s 
motion, to proceed to the consideration of the. 
contested-election case ; and it was agreed to— | 
ayes eighty-five, noes not connted. | 

Mr. ‘BURDETT. How much of the. hour | 

. Ån ( 
| 


remal 


consumed in this case yesterday. 
_ Mr. PETERS.. . When is the 
be brovght to a close? af 
_ Mr. BURDETT.. I will yield to the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. VoorHEgs] for twenty- 
five minutes, and at the end of that time I will 
ask the previous question. 

Mr. VOORHEES, .A word in regard to 
the understanding between the gentleman from: 
Missouri {Mr. Burperr} and myself.. I was 
to-otcupy an hour. I spoke fifteen minutes | 

esterday.. That gives me forty-five minutes.. 
Mr. BURDETT.. I. proposed to allow the 
otber side one hour. = Gore f : 

Mr. VOORHEES. . Well, I believe I occu-..| 
pied only fifteen minutes. ee 

. The SPEAKER. | :The gentleman occupied |; 
twenty minutes. eo it La l 
` Mr. VOORHEES... Did 1?. Vary: well; | 
then I have forty. minutes.. I-yield now to my `i 
A 


discussion to | 


friend from Ohio, [Mr. MuncEn, ]. who wishes || 
tọ ask a parliamentary questions.) © cot o1 
"Mr. MONGEN. I wish. to -know. of the. 
Speaker, who is chairman of the Committee on: 
the Rules, if the committee are ever going to |! 
report on my esse in regard to my speech on 
Guba? I would like to know if. they are ever | 


! made as absolutely true? 


going to:reportor not. oc 
TheSPEAKER. The Chair isnot prepared || 


to answer the question of the gentleman, nor 
is it a proper question to address to the Chair. 

Mr. MUNGEN. 1 want to be respecttul. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not doubt 
the intention of the gentleman to be respect- 
ful; but the question is not one which should 
be addressed to the Chair. 

Mr. MUNGEN. [think I have some rights 
in the matter. 


ELECTION CONTEST——-NEWSIAM VS. RYAN. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
contested-election case of Newsham vs. Ryan, 
from the fourth congressional district of the 
State of Louisiana. 

The resolutions reported from the Com- 
mittee of Elections were as follows: 

Resolved, That Michael Ryan is not entitled toa 
seat as a Representative in the Forty-First Congress 
from the fourth district of Louisiana. 

Resolved, That J.P. Newsham is entitled to a seat 
as a Representativein the Forty-First Congress from 
the fourth district of Louisiana. 


The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from 
ee [Mr. VoorHeEs] is entitled to the 
oor. 

Mr. KERR. Before my colleague [Mr. 
Voorness] proceeds [ offer the following asa 
substitute for the resolutions reported from the 
majority of the Committee of Mlections: 


Resolved, That Michacl Ryan is entitled to a seat 
in this House as a Representative from the fourth 
congressional district of the State of Louisiana in 
the Forty-First Congress, and ought to be now 
admitted thereto. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I am perfectly aware, 
Mr. Speaker, of the ungracious task I enter 
upon to-day. lt is a worn and threadbare 
subject; so much so that even good men on 
both sides who desire to do what is right are 
much too prone, | apprehend, to follow their in- 
clinations rather than their intelligentjudgment, ~ 
formed by an examination of the facts in the 
case. And yet how important are these matters. 
A contested-election case is Important, not 
merely to the individuals who may meet here 
and who will go hence directly, who will soon 

art from us never perhaps to return again. 

t is important in that respect; but it is still 
more so in respett to the people who have sent 
their Representative: here in accordance with 
their own choice. It isimportant, according to 
the theory and principles of our Government, 
which is founded upon the consent of the gov- 
erned. And one of the evils attending a large 
legislative body like this is the impossibility 
of doing absolute and exact justice in cases ot 
this kind even when we do the best wecan. I 
am full well aware of that fact. That may in 
some degree account for the unbroken line of 


emains? ee ee P | decisions which this House has made ever since 
The SPEAKER. Thirty-five minutes. were | 


I had the honor of becoming a member of it, 


| now nearly ten years ago. 


-Itis a wonderful spectacle that during the 
last ten years, in the repeated decisions of this 
House, it bas been uniformly decided in one 
way: : No man, either as contestant or con- 
testee, who has been so unfortunate as to enter- 
tain my political sentiments, has ever been 


! sworn at that desk at the close of a contested- 


election case. Now and then a district has 
been declared vacant. . > : i 

Mr. DAWES. Does the gentleman mean 
the House to take thé statement he has just 


Mr. VOORHELS, --I believe it is. 

Mr. DAWES. I think the gentleman is 
mistaken. EOY . 

Mr. VOORHEES. If Iam mistaken, and 
can be convinced of it, I will acknowledge it 
most cheerfully. : 

Mr, DAWES.. I have not the list of cases 
here; but I think the case of Faller vs. Daw- 
son, of Pennsylvania, is one where the Dem». 
ocrat was awarded the seat.. 

Mr. VOORHEES. That case must have 
occurred before Í. became a member of this 
House. ~on. - ; . me 

: Mr. DAWES. . Iam pretty gure it was within 
the last ten years, a Z 

Mr. VOORHEES. It may be so, and I 


1870. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


3695 


should be glad to find an exception, in order ll Judge Ryan is proved to be a loyal man; if 


to prove the rule, for that is about all it can do. ` 


Mr. DAWES. I am willing to confess to 
the gentleman that there is too much truth in 
bis statement; but it is not absolutely true. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 1 do not present this 
idea in any spirit of harshness or criticism of 
the other side of the House, for possibly if we 
were in the ascendency here, we, too, would 
lose sight somewhat of the rules of judicial 
inquiry. But, for four years that I served as 
a member of the Committee of Elections of 
this House—and I speak according to my best 
recollection—I have no list prepared of the 


cases, nor do I care to prepare one, if there is - 


a case, or two cases out of the whole brigade 
that has been mustered and marched up and 
down these aisles, forward and back, it will only 
establish the rule by reason of the exception. 

But we have recently taken a departure; a 
new era has dawned upon us. To the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
Patxe,] who is the father of the proposition 
that changes us into a judicial body in the con- 
sideration of those questions, I would say that 
when we took that step I thought it was some- 
what of a reflection upon my friend from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Dawes.] He had been for 
years the chairman of the committee, and it 
never had occurred to his mind to make inquiry 
jadicially. Theidea only occurred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections as now constituted; and 
I hope they will adhere to that rule. 

Mr. DAWES. I would like to make a single 
remark, to vindicate the truth of history. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I cannot yield further 
r $ comes out of my time, for I have but 

ittle. . ; : 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from Ken- 
tacky, [Mr. TRIMBLE, ] who sits within, reach 
of the gentleman’s hand, is ‘a burning and a 
shining light’ to show the incorrectnessa of the 
rale which the 
laid down. =. > D ; : 

Mr, COBURN. And also Mr. Golladay, 
the gentleman’s special friend. i 

Mr. VOORHEES. Whose special friend? 

Mr: COBURN. Yours. 

Mr. VOORHEES. My colleague [Mr. Co- 
BURN] has no right to make that remark. Mr. 
Golladay is as much his friend as he is mine. 
Such a remark is altogether uncalled for. 

It may be that my friend, Judge TRIMBLE, is 
an exception to the rule. If so, I apprehend 
he is the only one on the floor of the House. 
I remember that he came up “through great 
tribulation,” though he was sent here with a 
majority of nine, ten, or eteven thousand, and 
his competitor received scarcely auy votes at 
all. I will, however, pass from this point. 
Gentlemen on the other side are naturally a 


little sensitive on this subject, as I would he | 


if I were in their place. 
_ But in regard to this particular case, I yes- 
terday dwelt upon the attitude which the con- 
testee occupied toward the Government during 
the war. 
two witnesses who impeached his loyalty, one 
awhite man named Calhoun, another a col- 
ored man named Lott, whose home was in 
Ohio, but who happened to be in Louisiana. 
I cited against them the testimony of the 
Republican Governor of Louisiana, the testi- 
mony of Dr. Sullivan, the witness of the com- 
mittee itself, and the testimony of all of Judge 
Ryan’s former slaves. . They one and all estab- 
` lish the falsehood of Calhoun’s testimony.and 
the loyalty of the gentleman sitting by my side. 


In looking over the remarks of the gentleman | 


from Missouri, [Mr. Burpert,] as published 
this morning, I find that he gays he will not 


press the question of ineligibility; he will not | 


go over the testimony upon that point at all, 
and will not urge it upon the consideration of 
the House. This amounts almost toʻa waiver 
of that part of the finding of the committee. 
Yet I press the consideration of the point for 
the purpose of explaining what otherwise 
might seem a strange feature of the votes. If 


gentleman from Indiana has . 


Ì cited the fact that there were byt | 


I the testimony establishes the fact’ that by his 
'! neighbors he was so regarded; if the testi- 
i! mony shows that the distinguished gentleman 
© from Massachusetts (Mr. Bayxs] when in 
command of that department repeatedly vis- 
ited Judge Ryan at Alexandria, and always 
considered him as faithful to the Government, 
this will go far to explain some differences 
between the vote which was cast in the spring 


of 1868 and that cast in the fall of the same `: 
year—a difference which „has been pressed . 


upon the attention of the House by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri. 


district amounted to 25,027. 
: ber of votes polled was 20,500. The vote cast 
bears a pretty good proportion to the registra- 
tion, leaving only 4,527 registered votes un- 


polled. On this point hangs the principal 


objection to- the claim of Judge Ryan. He 
received the certificate of Governor Warmoth 
_ that he was legally elected: The number of 


votes cast for him amounted to 13,244, being | 


a majority of 5,988 over the vote cast for Col- 
onel Newsham, and a majority of 780 of the 
whole number registered. 

` I stand here to advocate the admission of no 
minority candidate. It is said that a portion 


of the registered voters did not cast their votes | 


in.consequence of intimidation and violence: 
Yet Judge Ryan received a majority of 730 
| of all the registered voters. Hence, if this 
' House admits Colonel Newsham to his seat it 


admitsa man who standsin an actual minority. | 


The number of votes cast for Colonel New- 


sham was 7,256. Adding to his votes all the | 


unpolled votes of the registration, and still 
' Judge Ryan has a majority of 1,461 votes. `. In 
other words, if you add to Colanel Newsham’s 
! vote all the votes wbich were not cast at all, 
: Judge Ryen’s majority is.1,461. If you take 
the entire registered vote and divide it by two, 
> Judge Ryan’s vote exceeds-by 730 the half of 
the registered votes. In every ‘aspect of the 


'. case, therefore, he is elected by a decided | 


i majority. i , ; 
| .Now, Mr. Speaker, in regard to this district, 


i let us for. & moment consider what kind of 


| South. It lies across the north end of. Louis- 
iana, commencing. on this. side of the: Missis- 
.gippi river, one parish being on this side and 
i! nine more sweeping away to the west on the 
other, antil. from end..to’end it:is nearly one 
thousand miles long, and will average one han- 
dred miles in width. What a district for a 
New England. member to contemplate! Mem- 
bers from Connecticut and. Vermont would be 
filled with'envy at the idea of such a realm 
for representation, such a magnificent region 
being allotted to their. membership. . But 
| throughout that wide region it is not filled up 
| with population as in your small districts. lt 


neighborhoods. Population is not so densein 
this section, and the result is that there. is nat 
| that near communication from neighborhood 
|| to neighborhood, from town to tawn,. from vil- 
l| lage to village, as.is the case of northern cam- 
ii munities. Jaa district one thousand miles 
| long and one hundred miles wide, registering 
20,500 votes, it would not be strange that 4,000 
lof those votes should not: be cast, without 
| accounting for it on the ground of wholesale 
| violence and bloodshed. — ps gi 
|: When the election: was certified up to Gov- 
_ernor Warmoth he rejected three. parishes— 
counties, as we would call them in the North. 
He rejected Sabine, Avoyelles, and West Feli- 
_ciana, because of irregularities in their returns. 
-When I served as a meniber of the Committee 
‘of Elections in this House, and I think the 


in the statement, we uniformly held a mere 
irregularity in a return which did not affect 


poll to be cared’ when we could plainly reach 
| the true resalt. I have his assent. The com- 


The total number of registered voters in that | 
The total num- | 


| district a man represents in some parts of the | 


is not so crowded as your bright villages and | 


| gentleman, then chairman, will bear me out |; 


the fairness and popular expression at that |. 


mittee had three parishes before them rejected 
by Governor Warmoth. They restored two of 
them, Avoyelles and West Feliciana. They 
i held that they were cured by the evidence of 
| the irregularity which caused their rejection 
| by the Governor. These parishes gave heavy 
li votes for Colonel Newsham, while the other, 
| Sabine, did not. ‘he irregularity there was 
l| not cured. The reason, if we may think so, 
was because Sabine gave a heavy vote for 
Judge Ryan. 

I challenge any lawyer or any member of the 
i: House, in the time I am speaking or after the 
' case is over, to take these papers and to exam- 
ine them and to say whether or not the precise 
defect in Sabine was not the precise defect cured 
in Avoyelles and West Feliciana, and cured 

by precisely the same evidence. One of the 
' supervisors did not sign the return in Sabine ; 

one of the supervisors did not sign the return 

in Avoyelles; and he did not sign it because a 
` colored man, uneducated, and could not do so. 
The same thing occurred in Sabine. In respect 
to this point Patrick Walsh, one of the two 
` supervisors for that parish, testifies that the 
returns were signed by the other supervisor, 
Dunlava, as chairman; and further testifies as 
follows: 

“Question. Why did not both officers sign it? 

“Answer. We thought that the signature of the 
chairman was suficient, 

**Question. Were all these votes taken fairly, so far 
as you are concerned? . 

+ Anewer. Yes; to the best of -my knowledge. 

‘Question. You saw nothing in the commissioners 
that was unfair in the way of counting tho votes? 

* Answer. No; I saw Mr. Small, o justice of the 
ij peace, opening tho tickets before putting them in 
the box; and I told him not todo so. That was all 
that I saw unfair. It was not repeated. Tho voto 
was made up honestly and right.” 

This supervisor who testifies is a Republiean, 
a man of your own party. He says the-vote 
was made up honestly and right. Those are 
his words. Yet your committee reject Sabine 
because one supervisor did not sign, while they 
cure West Feliciana and Avoyelles, which were 
rejected by Governor Warmoth for the same | 
defect. I do not wish to charge on the. com- 
mittee, and I will not, that West Feliciana and 
Avoyelles were cured because they gave a large 
vote for Newsham, while they refuse to cure 
Sabine because it gave a majority for Judge 
Ryan. - There must be some reason for it. It 
must be a mistake; a mistake on the part of 
the committee; a mistake which must be cor- 
‘rected if this House would maintain its credit 
-and character for fairness. 

The committee have rejected’ five parishes, 
They reject Caddo, De Soto, Bossier, Sabine, 
and Winn. If you find, and you will if you 
examine the case, that Sabine and Winn stand 
i on the same footing as West Feliciana and 
‘| Avoyelles, and if you restore these parishes, 
then, even by rejecting the other three parishes. 
you leave Judge Ryan a majority of nearly 300. 
| A word new as to the kind of election held 
in Sabine and Winn. I state in the hearing 
| of the committee and the House that no more 
trouble occurred in these parishes than is usual 
during an election anywhere else. ‘There is no 
proof in: this book before me that there was 
i any violence at the polls, no proof of any riot- 
|| ing or bloodshed. There is some proot, per- 
| haps, of a fight here or there during the canvass, 
|: just as there would be in the conduct of men 
i| in any district in the United States. 

But the committee say they must reject these 
parishes for another reason; because Colonel 
Newsham received but few votes in them; be- 
cause in comparison with the vote at the spring 
election of the same year the Republican party 
appeared to. have been: wiped almost out of 
‘existence. It is said that the vote in the spring 
| for Governor shows, for instance, 800 in one 
of these parishes for the Republican candidate, 
and that at the fall election there was only 1 
' for Colonel Newsham. If you look, however, 
at. Judge Ryan’s vote you will see that he. got 
about as many in the -fali in these parishes as 
-were cast for all the candidates in the spring. 
i| Why was that? Theaaswer to that question 
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brings me back to the point from which I 
started. Judge Ryan was regarded as a Union 
man throughout the entire State of Louisiana. 
Could he, with his well-pronounced character, 
bave made speeches and denounced Union 
soldiers as hirelings without its being known? 


Could that have Leen done by a judge, a mem- » 


ber of the Legislature, the chairman of the 
judiciary committee of the Legislature, the 
founder of the university, foremost at his bar, 
a man of distinction—could he have pro- 
claimed those incendiary and infamous senti- 
ments testified to by the negro, Lott, and by 
Calhoun, without the military commander of 
the district learning that fact? On the contrary, 
he was regarded as a Union man; he was an 
immensely popular man throughout his district. 
The result was that at the fall election in two or 
three of the parishes where he was best known 
and of great personal popularity he swept the 
polls, having brought men of all parties to his 
support. The returns show that he got all the 


votes which in the spring were cast for the | 
Democratic candidate, and nearly all the Re- | 
And why should he | 


ublican votes besides. 
not? Why should it not be so? His own freed- 
men, his former slaves, testify that he was 
regarded as a loyal man among the colored 
people of Louisiana? 

Is it wonderful, then, that an old and munifi- 


cent citizen, the founder of institutions, the ' 
planter of large fields, giving employ to colored ' 
by them as a friend of the. 


men and regarded 
Union; is it wonderful that in the parishes of 
Caddo, DeSoto, Bossier, Sabine, and Winn he 
should get nearly the entire vote? This result 
can be accounted for in no other way, because 


there is not proof of violence or lawlessness or : 
bloodshed sufficient to drive men from the | 


polis, To say that the unanimity of the vote 
is proof of such violence is a far-fetched and 
unworthy argument against a good man. 
does Governor Wells testify? He says, 
went te bis house, when’’—— > 

{Here the bammer fell.} 

Mr. VOORHEES. I only require five min- 


tes more. 

Mr. BURDETT. The time has arrived when 
the previous question was to be called. I now 
make that motion. 

The previous question was seconded and the 


“j 


main question ordered, which was firat on | 


agreeing to the substitute offered by Mr. KERR. 
Mr. BURDETT. Of the hour which re- 


mains sixteen minntes belong to the gentle- | 


man from Indiana, [Mr. Vooruees,} and he 
can dispose of thetime as he pleases. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Did I understand the 
gentleman from. Indiana [ Mr. Vooruges } -to 
say that this district was nearly a thousand 
miles long? 


Mr. VOORHEES. Nearly a thousand miles |; 


long by the river. I will say, on the authority 


‘of Judge Ryan, than whom a. more truthful . 


man does not live, that it is one thousand miles 


from Baton Rouge by the river to the Texas | 


line. The district embraces one county east 
„of the Mississippi river, and 
the northern end of the State of Louisiana to 
Texas. I give my authority for the statement, 
and Í have no doubt that it is exactly correct. 
But that is of not much importance.. 

‘There has been here a harsh, hard, cruel 
attack against a faithful man, one who hasbeen 


true to the Government, and whose only offense |: 


now is that he does not affiliate with the domi- 
nant party im this-House. It is but natural 
that we have our differences. -It is but natu- 
ral that we draw these lines upon our political 


adversaries. : | am- not complaining of ‘that. | 
I am something of a party man myself. But- ` 
do ask and implore the House not to be so | 


blinded as to lose sight of the great leading fact 
in the case. 

Here was a man who has been for a long 
timea citizen of Louisiana, whose loyalty is well 
known to the oldest and best citizens through- 
out the State, and was never suspected during 
the war. When Captain Stafford mustered his 


What | 


extends across | 
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company in Alexandria, to go to the confed- 
j| erate army, Governor Wells, your own Gov- 
| ernor, wentto Judge Ryan’s house and said to 
| him, t‘ Here is Captain Stafford, our mutual 
| friend, who was a Union man at the start, bat 
fainted by the way; he is going off with his 
company, the sons and brethren of us all; go 
- out and bid them good bye.”’ The testimony 

is that Judge Ryan refused over and over again. 
. They asked him to make them a little farewell 

speech, and wish them a safe return with as lit- 

; tle bloodshed of their own or anybody else’s as 
ossible. So scrupulous was Judge Ryan in 
ris bearing before the people that he refused. 

They half forced him to the porch of his home. 
; Governor Wells so swears, and Dr. Sullivan so 
| gwears. 

And well might this man, with his high char- 
acter for kindness, intelligence, and patriotism, 
poll not merely a majority of the votes in that 
widespread district, but poll every vote in it 
from the Mississippi river to the Texas border. 
It is not wonderful that as against a new man 
this vote should be given for him in these three 
or four parishes. How else do you account for 
| the fact that his vote was just about in each 
| instance the aggregate of that cast for every- 
body the spring before? The people supported 
him almost unanimously in two or three of 
these counties. I have known such instances 
in the North,.and personal popularity has far 
more influence in the South than it has in our 
colder regions. 

If you throw this gentleman out of his seat 
| I will tell you what you will do. You will vote 
| out of hisseat aman whom your own testimony 
pronounces loyal. You will vote out of his 
seat a man who has been: sent here by a ma- 
jority of the registered electors in his district. 
Yon will turn out a man who received a ma- 
jority over his competitor, even if you give him 
every vote that you. complain was not pul in 
the ballot-box. If you seat the other man, 
you seat him against the spirit‘of this Govern- 
j| ment, which is controlled by majorities. You 
i| will seat him as the Representative of a minor- 
| ity, and not of a majority. Sir, this injustice 
| 
| 


| toward political adversaries, come from what 
party it may, whetber it has come from my own 
i in times gone by, when it was in theascendency 
here, or from: yours since ‘you have held the 
reins, has always been resented by the peoples. 
| When yoa have deprived a man of his rights 
| here the people have taken care of him. When 
you have trampled him under foot, they have 
taken ‘him up in their arms lovingly, and even 
in gerrymandered districts have done bim juas- 
tice. And now, sir, with the feeling that I have 
only partialiy done. my duty, I leave Judge 
| .Ryan’s.case in the hands of the House, to be 
| decided, I trust, in justice aad in right, 
Mr. BURR. I would. inquire of the Chair 
i how-much time is remaining of the time allowed 
| 


| 


the gentleman from Indiana, { Mr. Voorgebs?] 
The SPEAKER. Nearly ten minutes. 

Mr. BURR. it had not been my intention 
| to say anything whatever in connection with 
this case, until the suggestion made yesterday 
| by my colleague on the Committee of Elec- 
i tions, the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bur- 
DETT, ] caused me to look somewhat into the 
| figures relating to some of the parishes referred 
i to by him. Inow ask the House for a mo- 
| ment to bear with me while I call attention to 
| the figures as set out on page 4 of the report 
i| made in this case by the majority of the Com- 
i| mittee'of:Elections. Whatthe gentleman said 
lon yesterday, to which I wish to refer, Was 
H this: = : 

“ I then call the attention of the House to the far- 
ther fact that in the space of & few months @ large 
number, amounting to thousands, of Republican 
votes cast in these four parishes dwindled down to 
the insignificant number of forty-six votes only; 
' that in one of these parishes, where a large number 
of Republican votes were cast but seven months be- 
fore, no single Republican vote-was permitted to be 
cast; that in three others of these same parishes but 
onesingle Republican vote was cast as-pgainst thou- 
sands cast a few months before; that in the whole, I 
repeat again, of these five contested parishes thou- 
sands of Republican votes were dwindled down to 


only forty-six, and in four of them but three Repub- 
lican votes are returned,” 

And in attempting to find an explanation 
of that alleged fact, he says: 

“The answer to this inquiry is found in the vol- 
umes of testimony submitted to the House by the 
committee, from which it appears that at that elce- 
tion no men, save such as braved death itself, were 
permitted tocast a Republican vote.” 

Now I want to look for a moment at the 
figures showing the votes in the election of 
1867, to see if it is possible that the statement 
of the gentleman can be so. ‘The parishes to 
which he was referring when he made those 
remarks are the parishes of Caddo, De Soto, 
Bossier, Sabine, and Winn. ‘The gentleman 
estimates, and perhaps correctly, that the votes 
cast in these several parishes in the spring of 
1867, upon the question of calling a State con- 
vention to amend the constitution, was the 
correct vote of the parishes; that the votes in 
favor of the convention were cast by Repub- 
licans, and the votes in opposition to the con- 
vention were cast by Democrats. 

Now letus see what conclusion must then fol- 
low if his theory concerning the election in ques- 
tion in the case now being considered by the 
House be the correct one. In 1867 the total 
registered vote in Caddo parish was 8,764, of 
which the gentleman classes as Republican 
2,087, and as Democratic 259. 

If, however, it be said that that was not a 
fair test, I suppose the election for Governor 
would be, in April, 1868, at which time the 
Republican vote, as stated by the committee in 
their report, was 1,242, and all others, which 
we will assume to be the Democratic vote, 
was 956. If, then, it be true that the result of 
the election of November, 1868, which gave 
Judge Ryan 2,885 votes in that same parish, 
was brought about by intimidation or any such 
exercise of power by the Demoerats as to pre- 
vent Re from voting, then it must 
be true that 259 Democrats avercame by intim- 
idation and force 2,087 Republicans, and not 
only prevented them: from voting the Repub- 
lican ticket, but absolutely forced them to vote 
the Demooratic ticket, compelled them to vote 
in favor of Judge Ryan and against their own 
candidate. Now, is it reasonable to suppose 
that such was the case? Can no other explan- 
ation be found than one so absurd as the 
proposition that two hundred and odd: voters 
eompelled over two thousand voters to vote for 
their antagonistic candidate? ` That is not the 
-explanation of the large vote cast for Mr. Ryan, 
the whole vote being still within the total num- 


| ber of registered votes in that parish. 


But take each of these parishes separately, 


| and the same astonishing disproportion ‘exists 


between the vote of 1867 and the vote of 1868. 


-Tbe next parish named, De Soto; gave in 1867 


1,428. votes for the convention and 74 against 
it. Yet my friend in eharge of this case, (Mr. 
Burpart,} in his argument makes the 1,428 
votes yield to the superior force and intimida- 
tion of 74 voters, and in so doing to give Judge 
Ryan, in 1868, 1,259 votes for Congress, with 
not one in opposition to him. Sir, sach a sup- 
position is not reasonable; there is nothing 
upon the face of the papers in this case to sus- 
tain it; there is no testimony to make such a 
eonelusion at-all possible, that a minority of 


-one tenth or one twentieth of the total regis- 


tered vote had power, either moral or physical, 
to force their political candidate upon avast and 
overwhelming majority in point of numbers. 
That is a strange conclusion ; a supposition 


that will not bear the test of close examina- 


tion. ` 

The votes in the other parishes show the 
game astonishing disproportion. In 1867 Bos- 
sier parish gave for the convention 1,610, 
against 121 votes; Sabine gave for the con- 
vention 344, against 15; and Winn gave 584 
for and 49 against. In November, 1868, 
Bossier parish gave 1,681 for Ryan, and 1 for 


‘Newsham ; Sabine gave 865 for Ryan, and 1 


for Newsham; and Winn gave 


702 for Ryan, 
and 43 for Newsham. : Sy 


1870. 


amamma. 


In all these parishes, in 1887, the vote was for 
the convention 6,053; against the convention 
518. ‘Lhe vote for the convention my friend 
from Missouri [Mr. Bernert] classes as Re- 
publican ; and by parity of reasoning the vote | 


against the convention would be the Demo- || 


cratic vote in those parishes. Yet his conclu- 
sion is that in November, 1868, those 518 
Democratic votes overwhelmed by force and 
intimidation the 6,053 votes, and compelled 


| the residue of the State of Louisiana. 


| 
| 


‘| mere narrow stan 
' wish this House to award Colonel Newsham 


them to give 7,342 votes for Judge Ryan to ` 


only 46 votes against him, . 
And now, sir, simply because these parishes 
have not given a Radical majority the Com- 


| largely in the minority that his vote is incon- 
= siderable as compare 


mittee of Elections challenges the whole vote. ` 


These six thousand Republicans of 1867 are 
invoked to tell why they did not carry the 


is sought why they so voted the Committee of | 


Elections step to the front to answer the ques- |) 
tion for them and say in most indignant tones, | 
“These six thousand men were intimidated || 
vw. ji 


and forced to vote for Ryan. But, M 
Speaker, who coerced and intimidated these : 
six thousand? Why, sir, the answer given by 
my zealous friend from Missouri is, they were 


coerced by five hundred Democrats! Oh, what | 


pitiful subterfuge to make such assertions, and | 
palm off such weak inventions as argument! | 
five hundred men intimidate and coerce six 
thousand! Why, sir, if it be possible for minor- 
ities to so control majorities I could wish my 
friend from Missouri would teach us how it is 
done, in order that we Democrats, in a hope- 
less minority here, may profit by the lesson, and 
on suitable occasions coerce you of the major- 
ity into some of our measures for public good. 
Such coercion might result in great benefit to | 
the people. 
I account for this whole showing of facts 
apon the hypothesis stated by the eloquent 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Vooruers] who | 
has just addressed the House. A gentleman 
: of the prominence of Judge Ryan in that 
region, whose loyalty and allegiance to the flag 
are indorsed, as Í understand, by some of the 
military officers who are here to-day as Repub- 


ple as a candidate for Congress, under the cir- 
cumstances connected with the contest in that 
district, might naturally be expected to swell ; 


the vote ap to almost the entire number on the |, 
there is another considera- | 


registration. - Bat 
tion to be borne in mind. Ihave known cases 
where a minority, knowing itself to be help- 
lessly small, would by agreement refrain from 
voting, although there was nothing like intim- 
idation. 

: Bat, sir, this case brings ap the direct ques- 
tion, ‘ Was any legal election held in Louisi- 
ana in 1868?” If any such was held the vote 
in question should remain undisturbed, for no 
proof is brought against this one district which | 
does not in equal degree affect every other dis- 
trict in the State. ‘I'he trouble is, sir,-not in- 
timidation nor violence, but the fact that those | 
districts voted Democratic. That is the head | 


and front of their offending. But was any legal || 


election held in Louisiana? 

Why, sir, I need only to refer to. the fact 
that when the august assemblage, composed 
of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States, assembled here to count | 
the last electoral vote, the vote of Louisiana 
was received as legitimately and regularly cast. 
Yet, sir, if we accept as true the reports com- 
ing from the Committee of Elections, which 
have thrown out certain parishes and certain | 
districts, and on that ground have refused seats 
to members of Congress elected from that 
State, no legal election was held in any con- 
siderable portion of the State of Louisiana in 


November, 1868, and no legal votes were cast. | 


But this House is estopped from coming te any 
sach conclusion. By its solemnly recorded 
action it has declared that a legal election was 
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4 
| 


| to touch this question at all, for. I do not deem 


l 


| 


; } ; this House in spite of the overwhelming vote | 
election for the Radical party, and they answer, |: of his opponent, a vote which is a majority of 
+i We voted for Ryan.’ And when a reason | 


, case.  — - os i 

Mr. BURDETT.: I now. yield ten minutes 
to my colleague on the committee, the gentle- 
i man from Ohio, [Mr. Stevenson. ] 


| expect to be ablein theten minutes allowed me 
liean members of the House; a gentleman with |! 
such a record and occupying in the past so in- |: 
Guential a position, when placed before the peo- | 
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held in the State of Louisiana. If the decision 
of the most solenin conclave that can assemble 
under our Constitution is to be accepted as 
correct, then there is no more authority for 
attacking the validity of the election in any 
part of this congressional district than in all 


If I were looking at this question from the | 
d-point of partisanism I would 


the seat as a duly elected Representative from 
the fourth district of Louisiana, who stands so 


with the total vote cast 
or the total registered vote. But if Colonel 
Newsham should. be seated as a member of 


the total registered vote, while I could wish 
no party a more damning record than such a 
decision if I consulted merely my wishes as a 
partisan, yet it would be such an outrage on 
the rights ofthe people that I hope it may not 
be consummated. . “3 
Sir, there are higher considerations, consid- 
erations which concern the stability of our Gov- 
ernment and the perpetuity of the represent- 
ative system, its dissemination among the peo- 
ple of Europe as well as those of America. 
The people of the Old World are straggling 
to free themselves. from kingly and despotic 
power, and to establish their own right of self- 
government. Let us administer our Govern- 
ment fairly; let us see that the ballot has its 
due weight; let us see that the voice of the 
majority, fairly and constitutionally expressed, 
is respected, not only by the people, but by: all 
branches of the Government, whieh are only 
the servants of the people. 
I have said all that I desire to say on this 
subject, and Ae floor with great hope 


that justice will be done in the decision of this | 


Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
to go over much of this case; but Ido: propose to 
notice very briefly points it presents. ‘First, as 


to the question of eligibility. I had not intended 


it material to the decision of the case; but as | 
the argument on behalf of the contestant seems 
to reat mainly upon if,:1 shall notice it briefly. 
. In the-first place, I suppose it is well under- 
stood that‘during the war it was almost impos- 
sible fora prominent man to remain in the 
State of Louisiana and continue true to the 
Union without suffering in his person and his 
property. Yet it is claimed that Mr. Ryan, a | 
leading lawyer and politician, a man of prop- | 
erty and influence, residing in Louisiana dur- | 
ing the war, was all the while an active, oute | 
spoken Union man, and yet was not molested. 
If that is true we ought to mark his home as | 
a green spot in the South. But it is not true. 

My friend from Indiana, [Mr. Vooruess, ] 
in his argument of this case, has displayed 


more rhetoric and eloquence than knowledge |: 


and understanding. 


only one way to reconcile the testimony. We | 


in the truth of the witnesses if we can. The | 
gentleman says we are sitting judicially. I 
agree with him. It isa rule in every court i 
rather than find against the truth of a witness | 
to reconcile the testimony if possible. Here 
are these unimpeached witnesses, some as re- 
spectable as Mr. Ryan professes to, be. „They 
testify against Mr. Byan’s loyalty. 1 admit that 
other men, credible witnesses, testify that he | 


was loyal. Whatistheresult? Wemustcome || j 
| five minutes more. 


to the conclusion that he furnished by his 
conduct and his conversation evidence both of 
loyalty and disloyalty; in other words, he 
trimmed. Hoe changed and shifted like the 


i this case. 


| Rienne.” 


i kind of company he was another thing. 


| trust. 


In the first place, he says ii 
but two witnesses attack the loyalty of Mr. |! 
Ryan. I say there are half a dozen. There is || 


| are bound te do so if we can, and to believe |: 


veering wind. I think that I understand the 
character of the gentleman, and the facts of 
I believe the truth to be that Mr. 
Ryan deplored the war; that while he saw the 
South would be conquered and he would lose 
his property, especially his slaves, yet after 
the war broke out he yielded enough to the 
southern cause to save himself with the South, 
but still held back sufficiently to save himself 


; in case of the triumph of the Union Army. 


Itis said that Demosthenes held pebbles in 
his- mouth while he exercised in elocution. This 
gentiéman was a splended illustration of the 
character of the Irish, He seems to have 
come from Ireland with a pebble from the 


‘ blarney-stone in his mouth, and this element 


of his character 1s exhibited in the fact that 


| while he was canvassing his district, when in 


the American part of it, he was introduced 
by his friends to his proposed constituents as 
‘Mike Ryan ;’? but when in the French par- 
ishes he was introduced as ‘‘ Monsieur Michele 
When he was in one kind of com- 
pany he was one thing; but when in another 

e 
took both sides on occasion. But I am not 
disposed to lay much stress on this question if 
# man did not take up arms against the Gov- 
ernment, and if he did not betray some public 
It was almost impossible that a man 
should remain in the South during the war and 
save his property without some exhibition of 
disloyalty.. I admit this gentleman was much 
attached to his slaves. He had a very strong 
attachment to them, and some of them were 
attached to him; yet, when he gave them the 
choice of remaining with him or going with 
General Banks they went off with the General. 
I suppose he trimmed to save his property. 

I wish to allude to another argument of the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Voornexs,] in 
order to show how little reliance can be placed 
on his statements. He says this district lies 


i across the north end of Louisiana and stretches 


one thousand miles in length by one hundred 
miles wide. That would make one hundred 


' thousand square miles of territory. I sent to 
“ the Library to know if such:a thing were pos- 


' sible, and Í learn from Mr. Spofford, who knows 


| everything, that Ohio has forty thousand square 


miles, Indiana thirty-three thousand square 
miles, and Louisiana forty-one thousand square 


miles. i 
Mr. VOORHEES. Let me correct myself 
a little. ; ; 
: Mr. STEVENSON. Yes, sir. fie rira 
Mr. VOORHEES. The remark I made about 
the. extent. of territory was. suggested to me 
while I was on- my feet. The extent which I 


| gave the district is correct.in following the 


river; that is, if you will follow the river from 
Baton Rouge to the Texas line. ` 

Mr. STEVENSON. I know these riversare 
as crooked as a snake. By his calculation he 
makes this district two anda half times as large 
as the whole State of: Louisiana. That is it 


| exactly. Now, the trath is that this district ia 
| about two hundred and fifty miles. long, and 


from fifty to one hundred miles wide. The 
gentleman exaggerates... ; i beach. 

He also says—and here is.another argument 
which illustrates: the gentleman’s abundant 
imagination—he says we retain Avoyelles and 
West Feliciana in favor of Mr. Newsham, while 
we throw out Sabine against Mr. Ryan, on the 
same ground. Now, the truth is that West 
Feliciana and Avoyelles voted differently. The 
one gave a majority for Mr. Ryan, and the other 
for Mr. Newsham; and if you were to throw 


| oat both those parishes it would not affect the 
| case materially. The testimony cured the de- 


fects in both those parishes, but 
the defeets in Sabine. ‘ 
[Here the hammer fell. ] ; : 
Mr. STEVENSON. I should like to have 


it did not cure 


Mr. BURDETT. 
five minutes more. 


.Mr. STEVENSON. . 


I yield to the gentleman 


The gentleman from 
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Indiana borrowed his facts a’ little too credu- 
lously. It was evident to the House that he 
had to turn every few moments to the gentle- 
man whom he was representing to pick up a 
statement of fact, 


One word as to violence. Having spoken of A 


i 


the size of the district, I wish to contrast the i 
‘ mission, and wasa member of the staff of the 
` gallant General A. J. Smith. After the war was 
“ever he resided in the district the representa- 


two parts of the district, one of which was 
peaceable and the other violent, There were 
four parishes that were controlled by violence, 
the upper Red river parishes—Caddo, De 
Soto, Bossier, and Sabine—the central town 
of which was Shreveport ; 
knows anything of Louisiana 
knows that Shreveport is one of the air-holes 
of perdition on the tace of the earth. There law- 
less violence reigned. Men came to Shreveport 
armed with revolvers, bearing four revolvers 
on their persons—two in their belts and two in 
their boots—and sometimes having a double- 
barreled shot-gun slung over the shoulders; 


and they shot men down in the open streets with || 
`" gentleman from Minnesota that his colleague 
‘| is not present, and certainly it strikes me as a 
|| very unfair proceeding to read an anonymous 


impunity. ‘Then, just opposite Shreveport, oc- 
curred one of the bloodiest riots which redden 
the pagesof history. The whites sallied out from 
Shreveport and murdered the colored men by 


the hundred aud drove others to the swamps, | 


from which they did not dare to return for two 
or three weeks. Violence reigned supreme 
in that region. In De Soto and Sabine the 
Kuklux controlled until after the election. 


and any man who ` 
and of the South ` 


In all those four parishes violence reigned ; in | 
six it did not. About two thirds of the dis- , 


trict were peaceable; one third was lawless. 
Now, what was the result?. Jn four parishes 
but three Republican votes were cast. In four 
arishes, 
publicans—ay, 
Republican votes were cast. 
single Republican vote was cast. And yet 
gentlemen tell us that there was no violence ! 
Such a statement is absurd upon its face. This 
House, on both sides, 
lence reigned in any parish that parish shall 
not be counted. 
Mr. MUNGEN. That is, reigned supreme. 
Mr. STEVENSON. Yes; that when vio- 
lence reigned supreme, as it reigned supreme 
in this.case, the parish shall not be counted. 
Even the other side of the House, 
keep a Republican out, voted for that princi- 


black Republicans—three 


where two thirds of the voters were | 


In one not a. 


has voted that where vio- | 


in order to | 
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crat, a gentleman who figured in the Demo- 
ctatic party for many years in connection with 
my colleague on the other side of the ILlouse, 


Mr. Winson.] He was a representative in | 
» the Legislature for several years from the city | 
When the war broke out he | 


of St. Paul. 
enlisted on the Union side, received a com- 


tion of which is now contested. He is a man 
in every way worthy. of credit, intelligent, 
honest, and truthful. I prefer that his name 
should not be read, for the reason that it might 
affect him personally at-home in Louisiana. 
But I will state to gentlemen upon the other 


side of the House that L have shown this letter | 


to my colleague, [ Mr. \Winsox, ] who will prob- 
ably vote with them in thia contest, and that 


` he will indorse the credibility, respectability, 
| and reliability of the gentleman who wrote it. 


ple, jadicially and judiciously... This side has | 


voted for it three times. 
thrice, and. they.once in that respect.. Then, 
four parishes must be excluded. What, then, 
remains? Two thirds of the district, in which 
a majority of the people reside, in which a 
majority ofthe. electors were registered, in 
which a mejority of the voters voted, and in 
which Mr. Newsham received a majority of 
the: votes cast. f TE 
We have here, then, every element of agood 
case.. There is nothing in it to strain at, noth- 


: aos : as 
ing ta hort anybody's conscience on this side . line of from robbing 


of the House, nothing to excite the amazement 
of those who. may beppen to have none on 
either side of the House. 
in which even the principle of a choice of 


We have done right . 


Mr. VOORHEES. Allow me to say to the 


letter without the name being given. i 

Mr. WILKINSON. Itis not anonymous. 
The name is there. 

“Mr. SCHUMAKER. I think it only fair to 
the gentleman from Minnesota {Mr. Wisor] 
to say that | was present when the gentleman 
spoke to Mr. WILSON on this subject, and Mr. 
WILSON turned to me and said, ‘“‘ { will vouch 
for his Democracy, but he was a bitter copper- 
head, a Breckinridge Democrat, and I have no 
doubt has the same tendency toward radical- 
ism down South.’’.. That is what he said to me. 

Mr. WILKINSON, Who was that? 

Mr. SCHUMAKER. Mr. Witson told me 
that this man was a very bitter Breckinridge 
Democrat, and he had no doubt he changed 
his politics after he went South. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Let the letter be read. 

Mr. VOORHEES. If I can do so, I shall 
abject to the reading of that letter. It is not 
in evidence.. _- : ’ 

Mr. STEVENSON. I presume the gentle- 
man from Minnesota can have it read as a part 
of his remarks, 

Mr. VOORHEES. Very well. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Sreamer B. L. Hopes, March 5, 1870. 
Drar Sm: I live in Caddo parish, Louisiana. I 


| gee.by the papers of this morning that a man calling 


' himself Mike Ryan is likely 


to get a seatin Congress 


| from the fourth congressional district of Louisiana. 


: God forbid! 


, paign, 
! ike & crazy man, 


` left orshould 


He is a rebel of the darkest-dye. Heis 
the leader of an element in this country that says no 
northern man shall live here; also an enemy of the 
eolored man an 


cursed us for thieves, and advo 
cated the hanging of every northern man that we 
becapturedin thecountry. As regards 


: taking the oath, he will take any oath, He is not 


evils would require the seating of the Repub- | 
lican candidate. The greater part of the dis- . 


trict, that containingthe majority of theinhab- © troops from my 


| have 


itants, the majority of the registered voters; — 


the majority of the veters voting, was peace- 


able, and gave a majority of votes ta Mr. New- : 


sham. If you do not recognize that vote, you © 


deny the peaceable majority of the people of 


“ Democracy. 


the district the right of representation because | 


the minority have made riot and bloodshed. 
[Here the hammer fell]... 
fr. BURDETT. I now yield five minutes 
to the gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. WiL- 
KINSON.] ce 
Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. Speaker, I have 


not risen for the purpose of discussing this 


question generally. I have not had time fully | 


‘to investigate the facts. Bat I have risen 
mainly jor the purpose of sending to the Clerk’s 
desk, to be read, a letter which I hold in my 
hand,: written by a Democrat, a loyal Demo- 


It is a clear case, |, ex-Federal officer. 
: | armed and on 


i: relieved from 


: these facts are of any 
band. this letter to Hon, J. E. STEVENSON, 


to bo believed under oath. I attempted to stop 
the peopte.down here, that is, the class that Ryan is 
and murdering negroes. They 
surrounded my house for thirty days, swearing to 
take my life, because I was a northern man and an 
I had my negroes, thirty-odd, 
guard for thirty days. I was only 
danger by General W. T. Sherman 
sending me a company of United-States cavalry. 
United States troops stationed on my. planta- 
tion to protect my life and property. Withdraw the 
place and the parish and I shall be 
forced to leave. otherwise they would kill me. 
Admitting Ryan to a seat in Congress would be 
reconstruction with a vengeance. You had ‘better 
send the Stato to hell at once. I have always been a 
Democrat; but God forgive me for it, if yon call that 


From your old friend, 3 

I doubt if you can:read it. If 
account to the committee 
chairman. 


The boat shakes so, 


To Hon. M. S. WILKINSON. 


Mr. RANDALL. Let us have the name of 
the writer. . 

Mr. PRATT. I wish to: say.to tha gentle. 
man on the other side of the House who states 
that this gentleman was. a Democrat before he 
went down South, and is uow a Radical, that a 
short residence in. the South will convert: a 
great. many Democrats. $ 


hisrights. Afterthe Red river cam- |; 
I learn from reliable authority, he went on | 


Mr. WILKINSON. I wish to say one word 
further. - 

Mr. BURDETT. 
for a minute. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. The gentleman 
said that letter had a name attached toite Why 
ig it not read? 

Mr. WILKINSON. In answer to the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Scuumaken,] | 
wish to state that this gentleman was a Dem- 


I yield to the gentleman 


! ocratic candidate for Congress in 1868. 
| Mr. SCHUMAKER. 


The gentleman’s col- 
league said he was a Breckinridge Democrat 
at the North, and he supposed that when he 
went South he was just as radical the other 
way. 

Mr. BURDETT. I rise to close the debate. 

Mr. VOORHEES. In behalf of fair deal- 
ing, I ask the gentleman to yield. Judge Ryau 
asks the House through me that he may be 
heard fora minute in this matter. 

Mr. BURDETT. I desire to be as courteous 
as possible, and I will be so. I believe I have 
but thirteen minutes left. 

Mr. VOORHEES. The gentleman surely 
does not wish this assault on Judge Ryan to 
go unanswered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Nipuack 
in the chair.) The gentleman has twenty-oue 
minutes of the hour left. 

Mr. BURDETT. How much time does the 

entleman want? 

Mr. VOORHEES. Judge Ryan says he 
wants about two minutes. 

Mr. BURDETT. ‘Then I will yield to him 
for two minutes, and then I give notice to the 
House I will yield no further. 

Mr. RYAN, (the contestee.) It was not my 
intention at the inception of this proceeding to 
address the House, nor should I have done so 
if gentlemen in discussing this case had con- 
fined themselves to the testimony taken by the 
committee. But at this last moment they 
come forward witha letter of accusation against 
me from some unknown man; a letter which, 
from anything that appears here, may have 
been written by the man who is contesting my 
right to a seat upon this floor; a letter which 
may have been written by the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Stevenson] or the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Burpert, ] so far as this House 
is informed. .-. : k 

Sir; I deny every. word, I deny every syllable 
contained in that letter, so far as it seeks to 
disparage me in any respect. It is false alto- 
gether, no. matter from what source it may 
have come:. I may and probably will be com- 
pelled to return to my people without being 
permitted to occupy that seat upon this floor 
to which the people of the fourth congressional 
| district of Louisiana have elected me. ‘This 
| House has the power to prevent my exerciaing 
here the high trust delegated to me by my con- 
stituents.) oo bu. 

But, sir, 1 have. the right to vindicate my 
character against the foul aspersions and calum- 
niations sought to be fastened upon me by the 
letter which has just been read. Sir, L stood 
by the nation’s cause for- the integrity of my 
adopted country. I am now a Democrat as I 
have always.begn a Democrat. But I opposed 
secession and favored the national cause... The 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banks, ] 
in his time of difficulty and trial as a commander 
of one of the armies of the Union, made my 
house his headquarters, and slept there, and 
had an opportunity to know my sentiments at 
that time. I call upon. that distinguished gen- 
tleman to rise in his place here, and in vindi- 
cation of my character and of right and justice 
| to state what he knows concerning my opinions 
at the time to which I have referred. oy gee 

_The SPEAKER. - Thegentleman. from Mis- 
i souri is entitled to the floor. mi a eR 
| Mr. BANKS.. I ask the gentleman from 
Missouri [ Mr, Burpett] to yield to me for one 
moment, rane - des 

Mr. BURDETT. If it shall not.come ous 
! of my time. Ny een et Lond 


$ $ E ae 
y af yale a eo re 
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Mr. BANKS. I do nót ask that it stall come 
out of the geùtleman’s time. 

Several Members. Let his 

Mr. BURDETT. 
derstanding. 

Mr. BANKS. I-desire to say that I was in 
Alexandria, in the State of Louisiana, in 1863 
and 1864. Iknew Mr. Ryan very well at that 
time; Í occupied his house for some weeks as 
my headquarters. . I often heard him spoken 
of by those who were at that time the support 
ers of the Government, and Í do not think he 
was regarded ag hostile to the Government. 
J know nothing personally of his opinions, ber. 
cause I never asked him particularly about 
them, nor do I kuow that he ever expressed 


time be extended. 
I will yield with that un- 


them to me;, but Í often heard him spoken of ` 


by those whom I regarded as friends of the 
Government as being not unfriendly to our 
cause, and his resistance to the measures taken 


by Governor Moore, of Louisiana, before our | What is the answer to them?» Nothing has | 


Army occupied that portion of the country 
at all, was particularly spoken of with favor. 
Those measures of Gavernor Moore were in- 
tended to favor the: operations of the rebel 
army and to support the rebel confederacy. 
Beyond this.I da not know that I can say any- 
thing ia regard. to ‘the character and standing 
of Mr Ryan. 0 0. boon l 

Mr. BURDETT resumed the floor. 

Mr. WILSON, of Mianesota. Will the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Burpert] yield to 
me for one moment, as I have beeu referred 
to in this matter? ae 
© Mr. BURDETT. As I have yielded already 
so much of my time, | am obliged to say that 
I cannot yield any further, and I hope gentle- 
men will not ask me to do so. ` 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I-was referred 
to by my colleague (Mr. Witxryson] while I 
was absent.from the Hall, and [ think it but 
just that I be allowed to reply. I will take 
but a moment. cae 
~ Mr. BURDETT. I must decline to yield 
any further. I said yesterday, Mr. Speaker, 
in opening this case, that it was not my pur- 
pose, on behalf of the Committee of Elections, 
to dwell at any length, or indeed at all, on the 
question of the eligibility or ineligibility of 
Mr. Ryan. I did not then deem that to be an 
esséntial question in this controversy, nor do 
I now so'deem it. But those who represent 
the views of the minority of the Committee of 
Elections upon the question of who, upon the 
count of the votes, is entitled to this seat, have 
seen fit to turn the whole current of the debate 
upon the determination of the question whether 
or not Michael Ryan was a loyal man. Nowl 
do not propose that this course of debate shall 
drive me from the consideration of thdse facts 
which constitute and make up the issue upon 
which this House is to find its conclusion in 
this case. EN ee: 

I feel it my duty, however, to say a word or 
two. in answer to some of the innuendoes at 
least which have been cast upon the commit- 
tee on account of their report in this case. It 
is not‘true, Mr. Speaker, that the evidence in 
this case fails to convict Mr. Ryan of being an 
aider and an abettor of the:rebellion. And it 
is not true that there.are but two witnesses who 
testify, to that: effect, for there are several 
more who so testify. It is testified by Lott, 
who las been already referred to, and whose 
testimony is impeached by no one, that in 
1862 he heard Michael Ryan, in the town of 
‘Alexandria, address. himself to a company of 
‘confederate troops who were then about leav- 
ing that town, and that he bid them God-speed 
on their errand for the destruction of their 


- conntry; and charged them most: especially to 
drive the.** Hessians’ or thé.‘‘ Yankées’’ from 
the Jand. P ia BO gan 


© Mr. Speaker, ‘I say:there is no testimony to 
controvert this: The gentleman from Indiana 
{[Mr. Voornees] lays it aside with the simple 
- gasertion that this witness was not ‘tiadige- 
ous to the soil” of Louisiana. Let me re- 
mind the gentleman that it is written in an old 


book, to which lawyers often refer, that ‘‘the 
essence of treason is perjury ;’’ and if the fact 
| that a man is ‘indigenous to the soil”? is ne- 


|; cessary to establish his credibility as a witness, 


then there must be a reversal of the history of | 


"i that State for four years or more. 


| Mr. Speaker, it is further proved beyond 
| question—and the evidence is confirmed, if my 
| recollection is correct, by the admission of one 


i: of the servants of Mr. Ryan himself—that he 


' he drilled and paraded with troops in the State 
1 


i was the wearer of a confederate uniform; that 


| of Louisiana after the fall of Fort Sumter and 


< commended himself on all occasions in that 


!| men who advocate the cause of Mr. Ryan save | 


! Government. 
| These are facts appearing in the testimony. 


been offered in answer to them by the gentle- 


only that to Union men—men to whom he could 


: fidence that he was a Union man. 


tee a single witness who had ever heard him 
utter openly in the ears of the world a senti- 


i| ment in favor of the Union, 


Now, Mr. Speaker, since gentlemen on the 
other side have seen fit to throw the character 
and standing of Mr. Ryan into the scales in the 
decision of this case, 1 feel it my duty to state 
{and I-call the attention of the. House to the 
fact as indicative of the spirit of desolation and 
death with which the Democratic party pur- 
sued their course to bloody victory) that it is 
in evidence that Mr. Ryan himself, in matters 
appertaining to this election, in which he was 
interested, did threaten men with death if they 
dared to return an election poll. I would not 
have said this but for the fact that the char- 
acter of Mr. Ryan is thrown into the balance 
here in order to defeat the claims of Colonel 
Newsham. I have stated what is established 
by the evidence, and it cannot be gainsaid. 

. The committee affirm—and they aflirm it 
upon evidence which cannot be controverted— 
that in four of the parishes of this district there 
was no election which ought to be dignified 
with such a name. In one of the parishes 
where one brave man dared to vote his senti- 
ments he paid within a short time the penalty 
with his life. - ie 
` [ghould be glad, if time permitted, to read 
the evidence establishing these facts; but that 
would occupy more than the time already given 
to this case. As a committee of this body, 
charged with the respousibility of ascertaining 
the facts in this case, and acting under a full 
consciousness of that responsibility, we can 
only say that this great mass of testimony fur- 
nishes evidence heaped upon evidence that in 
those four parishes to which I have referred 
riot and murder ruled the day. For this state- 


imposed upon us the duty of examining the 
case, and we are also responsible to our own 
consciences.. | . Y i 

_ What, then, is the conclusion to which the 
House. is. brought? The returns, which are 
not controverted on either side, show that three 
fifths, very nearly two thirds, of the entire re- 
gistered vote of this large district was cast in 
| parishes not attacked, parishes which may be 
termed peaceable ; that these parishes embrace 
|| nearly two thirds of the whole territory of the 
| district. 
l one third of the territory.of the district are 


i! found in those parishes attacked for fraud and | 
And the question which now comes |, 
is House for decision is not whether |; 
|| Michael Ryan shall be seated asa member, for [ | 
know well that he will never be permitted to take- 


ii violence. 
li before th 
H 

a seat in this House to remind us by his daily 


| resence of the too great cost of his victory. |- 


ut I know the question which will appeal 
| to the intelligence and consciences of gentle- 


| after the battle of Bull Run; that he put on | 
large airs in this confederate uniform,. and | 


early period ‘of the war to the confidence of | 
; those who were struggling to overturo the | 


safely talk—he whispered now and then in con- | 
But Mr. || 
Ryan was not able to bring before the commit, || 


‘ment we are responsible to the House who. 


One third of the registered vote and | 


| men will be whether Mr. Newsham shall be 
|| seated, or whether the election shall be held 
| null and void and returned again to the people 
|| of Louisiana. I cannot forbear saying, Mr. 
| Speaker, if this House should come to the 
| latter conclusion, in my humble judgment it 
| would perpetrate an irreparable wrong, an 
| irreparable injury to the people of the fourth 
| congressional district of Louisiana. Why shall 
1 
| 


we again send upon a weary people the same 
causes of contention which led to the awful 
scenes to which I have alluded? Why should 
|| we say that the will of the larger portion of 
'| the people of this district shall not be respected 
because one third of the people did not respect 
i themselves or their duty? 

_ Sir, when at the close of the rebellion we 
looked about us to see from whence should 
| come safety to the Constitution, safety to the 
people of the States lately in rebellion, we 
found no other answer to that inquiry save that 
we should clothe the freedmen in the habili- 
|| ments of citizenship. They did not ask that 
|| of us; but we, in order to sustain ourselves as 
ii a party and'to minister, as we believed, to the 
well-being of the nation, chose to lay upon the 
colored people of the South the burden of citi- 
zenship, well understanding when we did so that 
in discharging their new duties they must inevit- 
| ably incur the hostility and harsh judgment of 
| their former masters. Yet they have thus far 
(| borne in for us, and borne it honorably, and I 
| cannot, Mr. Speaker, think that this House 
will turn their backs on the men who have dis- 
charged for us a duty most important for us 
and most important jor the nation. 

| Lyield the remaining three minutes of my 
time to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gar- 


FIELD. | 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
have paid careful attention to the figures in 
this case, and desire to spend no more than the 
remaining three minutes in stating the grounds 
upon which I propose to cast my vote. These, 
as I understand, are the facts of record: 
the total registered vote was 25,027; the total 
vote cast was 20,500. There are teu parishes 
in the district. In four of them, it is urged, 
|| there was such disturbance as to render the 
election null and void. In. the remaining six 
parishes the election was peaceable. In these 
six. peaceable parishes there were 13,817 votes 
cast, being, nearly 2,000 more than a majority 
of the total registered votes. Of these 13,817 
votes Mr. Newsham is reported to have a 
clear majority of 609 in these six undisturbed l 
parishes. ln the disturbed parishes 6,643 votes 
were polled, of which Mr. Newsham has but 3. 
That is a remarkable fact, to begin with. ` 

Now, from the column of tables given us of. 
the four disturbed parishesit appears that only 
six months before, in the month of April, the 
two political parties stood almost exactly equal 
in the gubernatorial fight; 2,814 for the. Repub- 
lican candidate for Governor, and 2,888 for all 
other persons. How comes it about that in six 
months, in four parishes where parties were 
equally balanced, while the Republican eandi- 
date has but three votes the Democratic candi- 
date receives 6,643 votes, more than both parties 
cast in the gubernatorial election six mouths 
before? That fact bears on its face, to my mind, 
evidence that there was coercion or fraud, or at 
least some violent disruption, in these four 
| parishes. It seems to me we ought to throw 
them out. If we throw them out there will be 
left a majority in the undisturbed parishes of 
the district for Mr. Newsham a clear majority 
of 609 votes. Ishall, therefore, vote for giving 
i| him the seat. 

The question first recurred on Mr. Kern’s 
substitute, as follows: - 

Resolved, That Michael Ryan is entitled to n seat 
in this House as a Representative from the fourth 
congressional district of the State of Louisiana in 
|| the Forty-First Congress, and ought to be now 
|; admitted thereto. 
The House divided; and 
', 54, noes 79. 
|.’ So the substitute was disagreed to. 


l 
[i 


i 


there were—ayes 


8700 


The question next recurred on the first res- 
olution of the committee, as follows: - 


Resolved, That Michael Ryan is not entilled toa 
gent as a Representative in the Forty-First Congress 
from the fourth distriot, of Louisiana, 


The resolytion was adopted. 
The question next recurred on the second 
resolution of the committee, as follows : 


Resolved, That J. P: Newsham is entitled to a seat | 
asa Representative in the Forty-First Congress from ! 


the fourth district of Louisiana. 


The House divided; and there were—uyes | 


62, noes 59. f - 


Mr. CESSNA stated, on this question he was | 


paired with Mr. POTTER =. 
Mr. KERR demanded the yeas and nays. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered.: 


The question was taken; and it was decided | 
49, nays 71, not voting. : 


in the atfirmative—yeas 
78; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atwood, . Ayer, . Banks, Bennett, 
Benton, Bowen, George M. Brooks, Buckley Burdett, 
Benjamin, Butler, Roderick R, Butler, Churchill, 
Sidney Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Covode, Cowles, 
Gallom, Degener, Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, 
Eldridge, Ferry, Finkeinburg, Fitch, Garfield, Har- 
ris, Hawley, ays, Heflin, Hoar, Hotchkiss, Judd, 
Kelsey, Knapp, Laflin, Lawrence, Logan, Maynard, 
MeGarthy,McKee, Mercur, Negley, O’ Neill, Packard, 
Paine, Perce, Phelps, Platt, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, 
Sargent, Sawyer, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, William 
J.Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland. Taffe, ‘Tillman, Town- 
send, Twichell, Tyner, Upson. W ard, Welker, Wheeler, 
Whitmore, Wilkinson, Williams,and Witcher—79. 

NAYS—Moessrs. Adams, Ambler, Archer, Asper, 
Axteil, Barnum, Beaman, Beatty, Beck, Bingham, 
Bird. Blair, Booker, James Brooks, Buttinton, Bur- 
chard, Burr, Calkin, Goo Conger, Conner, Cox,Crebs, 
Davis, Dawes, Dox,' Farnsworth, Getz, Gibson, Gris- 


il 


:. Mr. MORGAN. 


; nays on my motion to adjourn. 


' ton, Burchard, 


wold.Hale, Hamill, dawkins, Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, . 


Ketcham, Knott, Lewis, Marshall, Mayham, McKen- 
zie, Morgan, Morphis, Morrisséy, Mungen, Niblack, 
Orth, Peters, Randall, Reeves, Rice, Ridgway, Ro- 
ers, Schumaker, Sherrod, Shober, John A. Smith, 
Van Trump, Voorhees, William B. 
lard, Eugene M. Wilson, 
and Woodward—71. i ` . 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Armstrong, 
Arnell, Bailey, Barry, Benjamin, Biggs, Boles, Boyd, 
ives Cake, Cessna, William 'T. Clark, Cleveland, 
Clinton 
riss, Fisher, Fox, Gilfillan, Haight, Haldeman, Ham- 
bleton, Hamilton, Hay, Heaton. Hill, Hoge, Holman, 
Hooper, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander H. 
Jones, Julian, Kelley, Kellogg, Lash, Loughbridge, 
Lynch, McCormick, MoCrary, McGrew, McNeely, 
ilnės, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H, Moore, William 


Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, | 
Packer, Palmer, Peck, Poland, Porter, Potter, San- || 


ford, Schenck, Scofield, Porter Sheldon, Slocum, 
Worthington C. Smith, Stevens, Stiles, Stone, Stra- 
der, Tanner, Taylor, Van Auken, Van Horn,-Van 
Wyck, Cadwalader 0, Washburn, Wells, and Jobn 
T. Wilson—78. |. : ; 


So the résolution was agreed to., 


- During the call of the roll; 
Mr. PECK said : 
aired with my colleague from Ohio,. [Mr. 
TRADER. | : gh ath eg 
“Mr. ARNELL. I beg to ‘state ‘that I have 
p with the gentleman from Illinois, :{ Mr. 
cNesty.} If he were here he would vote 
t no,” and I would vote ‘ay. 
Mr. PACKER. I have paired with my eol: 
league from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hatpeman. } 
Mr. BLDRIDGE. My name has’ been re: 
corded among the nays. -I wish-tochange my 
vote, for the purpose of being permitted: to 
move a reconsideration; 9 © = o= 
The result of the vote. was 
as above recorded. ope a 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. -I-move. to reconsider 
the vote just taken. I do so with-a view:to 
introducing a resolation declaring that.there 
isa vacancy in the representation of thefourth 
district of Louisiana. metals ns Re athe U 
Mr. STEVENSON. I rise toa question of 
order. I-submit-nothing is now in order bat 
the swearing in of the gentleman who has beet 
declared entitled to ‘his seat. su 
The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. No legislation is complete 


tora 


then: announced; 


until the power to recorsider is’ exhausted. > | 
Mr. COX. I would sooner have a vacancy, 


than a usurpation. : 

. Mr. STEVENSON, -I move to lay on the 

table the motion to reconsider. 
The question was put on “Mr;:Srevenson’s 


L. Cobb, Dickey, Dickinson, Dockery, For- ; 


Lbeg to state that-E have | 


i 


' Cobb, Coburn, 


l: Griswold, Haig 


|| two o'clock. Let this be agreed to, and we 


: elnburg, 

oseph S. Smith, Strong; bwann, Sweeney, Trimble, ii flawkin 
urn, Wil- 

Winans, Winchester, Wood, | 


| gon, and Winchester—80. 
|- So the motion was not agreed to.- 


| to saving any farther obstraction of the public 


| gon ]}:be taken on Monday when there is a full 
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motion;-and there were, on a division—ayes 
76, noes 74. 
- Mr. ELDRIDGE. I demand tellers. 
. Mr. STEVENSON. I demand the yeas and 
nays on my motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. MORGAN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. On that motion I demand 
a division by tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. ELDRIDGE 
and Mr. KELSEY were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 43, noes 76. 


I demand the yeas and 


On ordering the yeas and nays, there were— 
ayes thirty-three, more than one fifth of the 
last vote. ; ; 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-dáy it be to meet on Tues- 
day next; and on that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

- The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 18, nays 130, not voting 
80; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Ayer, Barnum, Burr, 
Crebs, Eldridge, Hamill, Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, 


Knott, Marshall, Morgan, Mungen, Trimble, Van i 
‘Trump, Voorhees, Wood, and Woodward—J8. ii 


NAYS — Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Archer, Asper, 


Atwood, Axtell, Banks, Barry, Beaman, Beatty, 7 
air, ` 


Reck, Bennett, Benton, Bingham, Bird, B 
Booker, Bowen, George M. Brooks, Buckley, Bufiin- ; 
urdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roder- | 
ick R. Butler, Churchill, Sidney Clarke, Amasa 
Cook, Conger, Conner, 
Cowles, Cullom, Davis, Dawes, Degener, Donley, | 
Dox, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferry, Fink- i 


Hawkins, Hawley, Heflin, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, 
fngersoll, J enckes, Judd, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, 
Lafin, Lawrence, Lewis, Logan, M a 
McCarthy, McGrew, McKee, McKenzie, Merour, 
William Moore, Nogley, Niblack, O'Neill, Packard, 
Packer, Paine, Peck, Perce, Peters, Phelps, Platt, 
Poland; Pomeroy, Prosser, Randall, Reeves, Rice, 
Rogers, Roots, Sargent, Sawyer, Shanks, Lionel A. 
Șbeldon, Shober, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, 
William J, Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, 
Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, 
Swann, Taffe, ‘Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, Twi- 
chell, Tyner, Upson, Ward, Cadwalader C.W ashburn, 
William B. Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, Whitmore, 
Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, Eugene 
Winans, and Witcher~130. 

NOL VOLING—Messrs. Allison, Armstrong, Ar- 
nell, Bailey, Benjamin, Biggs, Boles, Boyd, James 
Brooks, Buck, Cake,Calkin, Cessna, William T.Clark, 
Cleveland, Clinton L, Cobb, Cox, Dickey, Dickin- 
son, Dixon, Dockery, Ferriss, Fisher, Fox, Gilfillan, 


M. Wilson, 


ht, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hamil- | 
Heaton, Hill, Hoge. Holman, John- | 


ton, Hay, Hays, 
Jones, Julian, Kelley, 


son, Alexander H. 
Lash, Longhridgs. „Lynch, 
McNeely, Milnes, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, 

Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Mor- . 
rissey, Myers, Orth, Palmer, Porter, Potter, Ridg- 


way, Sanford, Schenck, Schumaker, Scofield, Porter | 


Sheldon, Sherrod, Slocum, Worthington C. Smith, | 
Stevens, Stiles, Stone, Strader, Sweeney, Taylor, Van 
Auken, Van Horn, Van Wyck, Wells, John T. Wil- 


- -The question..recurred on Mr. Morcan’s 
‘motion, ‘that the: House do now adjourn, on. 
which the yeas and nays had been ordered. 

c Mr.: BUTLER, of Massachusetts. . I riae to 
make a proposition to the House with a view | 


business. Itis this: that the vote on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr: .STEYEN- | 


House, at two o'clock, or immediately after 
the morning hour, if it should extend later than 


can goon this afternoon to. finish the consular 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to 
the arrangement proposed by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. fo, Se 


< Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the gentleman from | 


Massachusetts will say three o'clock on- Mon- 
‘day Iwill 
- Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The House 
meets at eleven, and I presume we will have a 
fall House. at two o’el 


Mr. COX.-1 think that isafairerrangement. | 


Covode, | 
Fitch, Garfield, Getz, Gibson, Hale, Harris, |: 


ayham, Maynard, |' 


Kellogg, ! d 
McCormick, McCrary, | 


i| only mode I think of 


| 
| 
not object. | 
| 
| 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair understands 
that it is agreed that the vote shall be taken at 
two o'clock on Monday. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. No, Mr. Speaker, I 


; object, unless the hour fixed be three o'clock 


instead of two; some members will not have 
| arrived by train by two o'clock, ; 
| Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then 
| three be it. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. ELDRIDGE] further object? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, Ido not. 
| The SPEAKER. Does any other gentle- 
| man? 

i Mr. MERCUR. I object. 

Mr. RANDALL. Would it be proper now 
to offer a resolution declaring a vacancy in 
the representation of the fourth district of 
| Louisiana ? 
| TheSPEAKER. Before answering that 

question the Chair asks, does the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mercur] persist in 
his objection? 

Mr. MERCUR. Ido. 

Mr. DAWES. Then I move that the House 
adjourn. 3 
| The motion was ‘agreed to; and accord- 
i ingly, (at three o’clock and thirty minutes p- 
| m.) the House adjourned till Monday, at eleven 
| o'clock a. m. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


ll committees : 


By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
i Josiah Quincy, Samuel EÈ. Sewell, Darwin E. 
| Ware, F. W. Lincoln, jr., and J. N. Marshall, 
‘Board of Harbor Commissioners of Boston, 
Massachusetts, praying that the application of 
the Cape Cod Canal. Company for. an appro- 
priation for a breakwater in Barnstable bay, 
in connection with their works, may be favor- 
ably considered by Congress.. 

By Mr. PERCE: The petition of Rumble 
& Wensel, Morgan & Co., and many others, 
relative to the collection of the tax upon dis- 
tilled spirits. 

. By Mr. SARGENT: A memorial of the 
residents of Eureka, Humboldt -county, Cal- 
ifornia, praying. that.that port be niade a port 
of entry or port of delivery. ss... 

By Mr STARKWEATHER: Several pett- 
tions of citizens of New. London, Connecticut, 
asking for the importation of pig lead free of 


Penrhyn Slate Company and others, of Wash- 
ington county, New York, for a duty of two 
dollars a square on roofing slate. 


IN SENATE. 
Li Moxpax, Máy 2% 18702 O 0 
-Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P.. New- 
i wan, D. D, z ik ee ees 
E The Journal of Friday last was. read and 
approved: ee wag ted 
_ FIFTEENTH. AMENDMENT BILL. 
| Mr. CASSERLY. : Mr. President, I desire 
to make a motion‘to correct the Journal, as the 
to reach what appears to 
| me to be an error in the bill passed by the 
Senate on Saturday morning, as printed in the 
Globe of yesterday. ae By se 
- The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
' California rises to a privileged motion, and 
moves to correct the. Journalin regard to the 


|| proceedings on the passage of the bill to enforce 
‘| the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution. 


|| Mr. CASSERLY. By the Globe of yester- 
day I see that the bill to enforce the right to 
i| vote under the fifteenth amendment, as passed, 
contains.a section; section sixteen, which I did 
not understand was before the Senate for its 
| action at the final passage.of-the bill. I believe 
of the Senators present during the 


sh aj rit} 
Sheen that: understanding. 


debate agres with me in 


uty. ‘ 
By Mr, TANNER: The petition of the ` 


ETN 
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That section comprises what was known as a 
bill to enforce the fourteenth amendment. 
There is no doubt that in the earlier stage of 
the debate that bill was proposed as an amend- 
ment by the Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEW- 
ant] to the Senate bill of the Judiciary Com- 


mittee (in his charge) to enforce the fifteenth |! ` 


amendment. No action, however, was taken 
upon it in that stage. oe 

Afterward the House bill came in, and a 
motion was made by the Senator from Oregon 
[Mr. WiLtiags] to substitute it for the Senate 
bill. The next step was that the Senator from 
Nevada [ Mr. Srewanrrt] offered the Senate bill, 
“with the amendments before proposed by 
bim,” as a'substitute for the House bill. My 
recollection is distinct that those amendments, 
although they appear in the Globe as having | 
been read in full, were not read, as a matter of 
fact. All that occurred was a very brief state- 
ment by the Senator from Nevada that he 
offered as a substitute the Senate Judiciary 
Committee bill with the amendments which he ` 
had before proposed. 

Thenceforward the 
of departure. All that occurred, everything 
that was said by the Senator from Nevada 
and by ather Senators on that side, concurred 
substantially ia ane result, That result was, . 
that as between the Senate bill and the House | 
‘bill the only measures which were before the 
Senate were the Senate bill as reported by the 
Judiciary Committee and the House bill as it 
came from the House. It is true some amend- 
ments were made from time to time in the 
Senate bili by striking out sections of it as it 
came from the committee, by amending. sec- 
‘tions, and by adding sections; as, for instance, 
the section which was added on the motion of 
‘the Senator from Wisconsin, [ Mr. CARPENTER. } 
I mean the Senator from W 


Visconsin who was 
here during the greater part of the evening, 
{Mr. Carrenter.] But, sir, the point of the 
debate was, and the point of the position taken 
by the Senator from Nevada was, whether the 
Senate would ignore the work of the commit- 
tee; whether it would refuse to adopt the bill 


of the committee as @ basis for its action, with || 


such amendments as the Senate might make, 
‘or whether it would adopt the House. bill as 
‘the basis of its action. Directly after the Sen- 
ator from Nevada. first introduced the Senate | 


bill as a substitute for the House bill a debate | 


arose in the. course of the debate as to whether 
the Senate should base its action ppon theSen- 
ate judiciary bill-or upon the House bil}. In 
that debate the Senator from Nevada said: 


“ Mr. Stewart.. It will take several days to perfect 
the Houge bill. “Ifyou are willing to take the labor 
of the committee, letus have the sènse of the Senate. 
If the Senate wish to ignore entirely what the:com- 

mittee have done, and propose to commence with 
the House bill asa basis, letus understand it. Ifthe 
‘Senate is going to make the labor of the committee 
„as it is a basis for perfecting & bill, we had better 
adopt the substituto, and then we ogu amend it inthe 
Senate as much as we desire.” . 


Then the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. 
Poot] spoke: ; ; oye 

“Mr. Poon. Mr. President, I hayo examined both 
these bills, and I think both are defective. . I believe 
it will be casier to amend the Senate bill.so as to 
make it what it should bethan it would be to amend 
‘the House bill I understand that the motion of the 
Benator from Nevada is to, substitute the Senate bill 
for the House bill.” : : A 

That was how tbe Senator from North Caro- 
lina understood the matter directly after the 
Senator from Nevada had made his motion. 
He said further: § 5 0 a 

“I suppose if that substittition were made it would 
then be too late to amond the Senate bill.” - `. 

Here the Chair made a parliamentary ex- 
planation. The Senator from Nevada followed, 
and then the Senator from North Carolina 
remarked; er : 

* Mr. Poor. [think the time necessary to dmend 


the Senate bill as it should be would be very consid- 
erable, and it had better be dore in committee than 


` (Mr. Stewart] again said: | 


' the Senate bill for the House bill, and we havea 
'; right to amend the amendment.” 


| 


debate took a new point i; 


in the Senate. I guppose that while the preposition 
of the Senator from Novadais pending, to substitute 
the Senate I 
Aiter amendment ‘to that Senate bill, and to perfec 


i: the Senate bill and the House bill. 


bill, it will be proper to offer amendment | ; 


‘debate of last week further than as I have read. 


‘Committee, under the terms of the fifteenth 


“ator from Wisconsin retorted that it was not 


‘to enforce the fifteenth amendment by virtue 
of the powers given by that amendment; and 
‘he said, doubtless correctly, that the question 


‘that defect. A 
afterward, by anybody that the bill to enforce \; 


vote whether they will substitute it for the House 
bill or not. I rose simply to express it as my judg- 
ment that we shall arrive at a correct conclusion 
sooner and better by amending the Sonate bill, and 
substituting it, than by attempting to amend the 
House bill in the present stago of the proceedings.” 


All this shows that the Senator from North 
Carolina understood the question to be between 
Then a 
little further down the Senator from Nevada 


i 
it. And when it is perfected, then the Senate can 


“ Mr. Stewart. The motion now is to substitute 


Here the Senator from Oregon [Mr. Cor- 


' BETT] interposed: 


“Mr. CorseTT. Do I understand that the Senate 
bill is before the Senate? 

‘The PresipING OFFICER. Itis before the Senate `i 

as an amendment to the House bill.” 


While the proceedings taken by the Senator 


from Nevada were still fresh with him and ': 


others all understood the question to be be- 
tween the two bills of the two Houses respect- | 
ively, pure and simple. f 

It was at so late an hour yesterday that I 
discovered in the bill, as printed in the Globe, 
this sixteenth section, which, so far as I under- 
stood, was never before the Senate to be acted : 
upon, that I have not been able to examine 
the files of the Globe during the protracted 


But Senators who were présent during the weary 
hours of our session, from Friday afternoon 
until Saturday morning at seven o’clock, and 
who did me the favor to listen to what I said, 
will remember a colloquy that took place be- 
tween the. Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. CAR- 
PENTER] and myself. I was arguing the want of 

ower in Congress to enact the legislation 
called for by the bill of the Senate Judiciary | 


amendment itself. f 
The Senator from Wisconsin called my atten- 
tion to the language of the fourteenth amend- 
ment as being sufficient to sustain the powers 
claimed in the Senate committee’s bill. I 
replied at once that there was no bill purport- 
ing to enforce the fourteenth amendment before 
the Senate; that the only bill pending was one 
to enforce the fifteenth amendment. ‘The Sen- 


material whether the bill in terms purported 


was whether there was anywhere in the Con- 
stitution power to sustain the Senate Judiciary 
bill; that was a bill to enforce the fifteenth 
amendment and nothing more. It certainly 
was not a bill to enforce the fourteenth amend- | 
ment. So far as I knew no such bill was | 
before the Senate. f | 
I then undertook to show, in reply to the |; 

1 

f 

i 


Senator from Wisconsin, that the fourteenth ji 
amendment, in the particular I was discuss- : 
ing, did not differ from the fifteenth amend- | 
ment ;.that both amendments employed -the ' 


same language in effect; that both operated : 
| upon the States.as States; and that if the | 


fifteenth amendment was defective in the grant : 
of power in that particular the fourteenth | 
amendment could not be invoked to correct | 
It was not suggested then, nor | 


the fourteenth amendment was among the |, 
amendments put upon the Senate bill at any || 
time. Every Senator who remembers the 
whole course of the debate will bear me_ out 
in this, that there was. no word uttered by 
any gentleman certainly of the minority, nor | 
I think of the majority either, in regard to the 
merits of & bill or section to enforce the four- 
teenth amendment. : 


The bills or measures that were discussed ifs 


were three. The Senate bill, asit was reporte 
from the Judiciary Committee by the Senator |i 
from Nevada, was one. The Honse bill, as it | 
came from the House, was. another measure. | 
The third. measure was that submitted by the | 


3701 


Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHerman] late on 
Friday evening, submitted bere I think about 
nine o’clock. The bill of the Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Poor] was generally had 
in mind as before the Senate, though it was 


| not much discussed, if at all. But if there was 


before the Senate a measure to enforce the 


| fourteenth amendment tacked on to the Senate 
: bill as an amerdment to that, I repeat that it 
; was totally ignored in the discussion from the 
: first word to the last. 
: that no considerable number of the Senators 
' here understood that to be a portion of the 


My own judgment is 


bills upon which we were acting. Certainly I 
can have nothing to reproach myself with, for 
I think, so far as human vigilance or endurance 


; could go, I followed it closely at every stage, 


always in my seat from the opening of the 


© debate last Monday until its close at seven 
; o'clock last Saturday morning. 


I should not have troubled the Senate but 
for a single consideration. The last sentence 
of this section sixteen, inserted to enforce the 
fourteenth amendment, is very wide-sweeping 
and very vital in its operation. Iwill read it: 

“ No tax or charge shall be imposed or enforced by 
any State upon any person emigrating thereto froin 
a foreign country which is not equally imposed and 
enforced upon every person emigrating to such Stato 
from any other foreign country, and any law of any 
Statein conflict with this provision ishereby declared 
null and void.” 

. Mr. President, such a provision could never 
have gone through this body had it been under- 


i! stood to be before it without discussion and 


without opposition, I am quite certain from my 
personal knowledge, from members on both 
sides of this Ghamber.- It isa provision which 
assails the emigration system of at least two 
important States of this Union; at least it is 
susceptible of such a construction. 1 refer to 
the emigration systems of New York and Mas- 
sachusetts. It agsails the emigration system 


.of the latter State more directly than that of 


the former State, for unless I am mistaken the 
emigration system of Massachusetts deals with 
aliens as such who are emigrants. An argu- 
ment may be made that the emigration lawa of 
New York deal only with emigrants as such. 


i But, even as to the New York laws, much 
depends in the construction of language on the 


meaning ofthe word ‘“‘emigrant.’’ Asundertood 


in Europe, it has one signification. It means 


there one who leaves a foreign country of which 


-he is a native, a citizen,.or a subject, to go to 


another with the intention to reside there. In 
the United States it includes anybody who 
goes from one place to another at a consid- 
erable distanee. within the territory of the Uni- 
ted States. . Senators from the Pacific coast 
will remember that in the early days of Cali- 
fornia and of Oregon in common speech we 


:| spoke of the movements of ourown people to 


that coastas the emigration over the plains. 


ii. Who has not read-of the emigranttrains on the 
plains? Who has not seen pictures of an emi- 


grant wagon with its emigrant family on the 
plains? I am reminded that such a picture 
adorns apanel in this Capitol. ‘‘ Emigrant,” 
therefore, has a much. broader singification in 


_American usage than it has as understood in 


Europe. Now, sir, I have but very littleinform- 
ation ag tothe emigration system of Massa- 
chusetts. I have a considerable acquaintance 
with the emigration system of New York. I 
knew something of it.at its inception, more 
than twenty years ago and pince, I believe 


| the Senate would never intend any interference 


even by possible construction with its benefi- 
cent operations. 


Mr HAMLIN. Mu..President, I rise to a 


i! question of order. . 


The VICE -PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Maine will state his question of order. 

Mr. HAMLIN. My question is that it is 
not in-order for the Senator from California to 
discuss anything in that bill or out of ite He 
ean state in what manner the record should be 
corrected as he desires, so as to bring it to the 
attention of: the Senate ; but it is not in order 
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to discuss what he says is now in the bill that 
ought not to be there. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from California that a 
motion to correct the Journal when it is read 
-every morning is privileged. It is to make 
the Jburnal conform to the actual condition of 
facts that occurred on the previous day. But 
it has néver been held to be legitimate under 


that to diseuss the merits of the various prop- | 


‘ositions submitted on the previous day, but 
‘simply to state in what particular the Journal 
is incorrect, and to ask the Senate to correct 
it to make it conform to the fact. 
of the questions considered the previous day 


are not then subject to discussion; otherwise, | 


every day the whole merits of the questions 
decided on the previous day could be redis- 
‘cussed. : i 

Mr. CASSERLY. OF ‘course the Senator 
from Maine and the Senate generally will un- 
derstand that I did not intend to trespass on 
any rule of the Senate. I was not aware that 
'I was doing so. I thought it proper to assign 
my reasons for undertaking to occupy thetime 
of the Senate at all. Of course I shall not 
continue that course of remark. My object is 
to have the Journal so corrected that it shall 
appear that section sixteen was not adopted as 
part of the bill as it finally passed the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
“California moves to correct the Journal. by 


striking from it that part which relates to the |“ ‘The facts were these, briefly to state them, | 


‘sixteenth-section of the bill passed on Friday, 
‘which he says was not in his opinion before 

the body.  : - 

Mr. CASSERLY. And I trust if that motion 

‘shall not carry some member of the major- 
ity will move to reconsider: the vote on the 
-passage of the bill, in order that we may reach 

the difficulty in ‘that way. 

© Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, this is a 

very remarkable motion. The Globe shows 
that oa the 16th of May, when the Senate bill 
iwas called up; I offered & substitute for that 
` bill, which was the bill ofthe Judiciary Comi- 

mittee, and I then offered additional sections 
.as amendments toit, The record in the Globe 
_-Yeads thus: - a 

` “Mr, Srewdpr. “I move to amend the amend- 


‘ment by adding some additional sections consisting 


of two. bills, reported from. the Committee on the | 


ave been printed and on our tables 


‘Judiciary that 
i One is Senate bill No. 114, to enforce 


‘for a long time. 


.the fourteenth article of amendment of the Consti- | 


tution of the. United- States..in regard to. holding 


‘office; and the other is the bill (S. No. 365) to secure ji 
I |; the Senator from Nevada moved the Senate 


to all persons ‘the equal protection of the laws. 
send them to the Chair as my amendments.” 


This was when the Senate bill was first called 
cup. Afterward the House bill came in, and 
-the Senator from Oregon (Mr. Wittiams] 
-moved that the Senate bill be passed over and 
-that the House bill be taken up, and the motion 
was carried. Immediately upon that motion 
being carried, and the House bill being taken 
up, | took the floor and moved as a substitute 
for the House bill the Senate bill with the former 
-amendments that I had moved, which is printed 
‘in full in the Globe of May 19, it having oc- 
curred on the 18th of the month. There it 
is, printed with the identical sections:to which 
the Senator now refers, being then numbered 
fifteen, sixteen, and seventeen. The numbers 
have been somewhat changed since, to corre- 
‘spond with the different amendments that have 
been put on it; but there they are, printed in 
-the identical languagein which they now appear. 
-What the Senator read is there. It is printed 
twice in.the Globe ; once when offered as an 
amendment to the Senate bill, and subsequently 
cwhen offered a8. an amendment to the House 
bill as a substitute. It is printed the second 
time in the Globe-ef Thursday last. It was 
distinctly stated. at-the time. 

It was printed and on the tables of Senators 
-at the time this discussion was being had, and 
-that was the basis of the amendments that were 

made. The Senate then went on to perfect 
that.amendment, and the discussion occurred 
-upon it. I regret that any Senator should have 


The merits || 
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failed to do what he conceived to be his duty ; 
but I think the country is not to be injured by 
the passage of that law. At the time I offered 
the amendment I used this language: 


‘ stitute for the House bill the Senate bill, together | 
i with the amendments which I offered to that bill. I | 


|! page, in line four of the fourth section, so that it . 
i will read,” &c. Je 

| I made that statement as it will be found in 
|i the Globe of that day distinctly. Then the 
amendment was amended from time to time, | 
' and finally adopted. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to say a word on 
this matter. When I saw this bill as printed | 
jn the Globe of yesterday I was so much sur- | 
prised to find in it these sections to enforce the 
fourteenth amendment, and the bill which we 
` have been accustomed to call the Chinese bill, 
| that I could not but suppose that there was 
| some mistake, and that in making up the 
Journal the Secretary must have fallen. into 
some error; for I, like the Senator from Cali- 
fornia, had no idea that either of those sec- 
tions which constituted two independent bills 
was in the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Nevada as a substitute for the House bill. 
It is but justice, however, to him to say that in 
looking over the Globe this morning I am sat- 
isfied that they were in the amendment that he 
offered, and it was a misapprehension on my 
‘| part to suppose that they were not. 


and I think it is proper that they should be 
understood: on this day a week ago the Sen- 
“ator from Nevada moved to pass overall other 
| orders in order to take up Senate bill No. 810, 
| to enforce the fifteenth amendment. That order 
was made. Then there. was brought before 
the Senate an amendment reported by the Judi- 
ciary Committee to that bill, or, in other words, 
a substitute for the bill. That substitute thus 
reported by the, Judiciary Committee for the 
original bill contained not a word about the 
fourteenth amendment, and not one word about 
‘the civil rights bill or the Chinese bill. But 
the Senator on that same day, after the Senate 
agreed to take it up, then moved those two 
distinct and separate bills as amendments to 
the substitute reported by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and which will be found in the Daily 
Globe of Tuesday the 17th of May, on page 2. 
The debate went on upon that bill until Wednes- 
day. On Wednesday the Senate passed over 
that bill and took up the House bill, and then 


i bill, as ‘he says here in the Globe, with the 
‘amendments which he had previously offered 
| as a substitute. 
i stood that matter. The Senator from Nevada, 
as the Globe says, made this motion: . 
-“T offer the original Senate bill with the amend- 
| ments I before proposed to that asa substitute for 
the House bill. I move to strike out all after the 
| enacting clause of the House bill and to insert.” 
|| And then came the substitute reported by 
the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, a bill 
to énforce the fifteenth amendment, and also 
the bill No. 114, to enforce the fourteenth 
amendment, and the Chinese bill, all offered 
| ag-one amendment. i 
I am satisfied, from the Globe, that that was 
‘the motion; but I am equally certain it was 
‘not so understood. It was not so understood 
‘by the Presiding Officer; Ido not mean the 


| the Presiding Officer, and that it was stated to 
the Senate that the. question was precisely as 
has been stated by the Senator froni Califor- 
nia; That arose in this way: the Senate hav- 
‘ing passed over the Senate bill and taken up 
the House bill, and the Senator from Nevada 
having made his motion, the Senator from 
Michigan [ Mr. Howarp] offered to amend the 
House bill; the Senator. from Alabama [Mr. 


“Now, Mr, President, I propose to offer as a sub- | 


| should like to modify the Senate bill on the third || 


Now, letus see how we under- | 


; Vice President, for he was not in the chair. | 
| I shall show that it was ‘not so understood by | 


as an amendment. The Senator from Oregon 
[Mr. Corser] raised a question whether that 
could be done, whether that was proper, and 


|| quite a colloquy took place as to the position 


of affairs. In that condition of affairs, think- 
ing a remark [ had made had misled the Sen- 
ator from Oregon, I said as follows: 

“If the Senator from Oregon will listen to me for 
a moment he will sce precisely how the thing stands. 
The Seuate passed over the Senate bill and took up 
the House bill. Then the Senator from Nevada 
moved to amend the House bill by striking out all 


i 


i! after the enacting clause and substituting the Senate 


bill.”’ 

_ That is what we understood, that it was 
simply an offer to substitute the Senate bill to 
enforce the fifteenth amendment, expecting 
| that that would be amended afterward, or that 
offers would be made to amend it by inserting 
these provisions in regard to the fourteenth 
amendment, and perhaps the Chinese bill, too. 
Then-I went on to say: 

“Tt is perfectly competent now to move to amend 
the House bill before the motion ìs taken on striking 
out all after theenacting clause, or to move to amend 
the amendment. ‘Therefore the motion just made 
by the Senator from Alabama to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Nevada, that is, to amend 
the Senate bill, is perfectly in order, and so is the 
motion made by the Senator from Michigan to amend 
the House bill. Hither motion is in order.” 

Now, what was said upon that? 

“Mr. Stewart. Certainly. 

“Mr. Corperr. I understood that the House bill 
í was before the Senate, and therefore was the bill 
under consideration. 

“Mr. THURMAN. Soit is. 

* Mr. CorzettT. My idea was that the Senate bill 
should not be moved as an amendment until it was 
perfected, so as to move it in a body as an amend- 
ment to the House bill.” | ; 

_ Showing distinctly what there was inthe mind 
of the Senator from Oregon, that you must take 
the Senate bill and first amend it, and then offer 
itasa substitute; not that there was anything 
beside the Senate bill, that was. offered by the 
Senator from Nevada.. Now, what said the 
Presiding Officer, the other Senator from Mich- 
igan, [Mr. CHANDLER,] who was then in the 
chair? K : 

“The Senator from Ohio has stated the case cor- 
rectly.” i 

That was undoubtedly his understanding; 
that was undoubtedly my understanding; that, 

I think, was the understanding of the Senate, 

because I stated itas clearly as language could 
‘state it that the pending matter. before the Sen- 

ate was a motion of the Senator from Nevada 
to strike out all after the enacting clause of the 

House bill and insert the Senate bill on the 
' same subject; that is, to enforce the fifteenth 
amendment, as a substitute. The Chair so 
| understood it, and stated to the Senate that 
|! that was the question. 1 wondered daring the 


' course of the debate through that long night 
': that the Senator from Nevada did not move to 
| add Senate bill No. 114, to enforce the four- 
| teenth amendment, and also his Chinese bill. 
| I never imagined for’a moment that they were 
| in the amendment which he had offered. It 
'! may be my own fault, not having read the 
: Globe moreattentively ; but still {do not think 
l Jean, be ebarged with much want of care and 
|! attention in the discussion or consideration of 
© this bill. VAa m 
l! Lonly rose to say that I am satisfied now, on 
looking at the Globe, that the Senator from 
Nevada did move the amendment as it appears 
lin the Journal, and that it was a mistake on my 
| part to suppose that that amendment did not 
| include these other matters. 
Mr. STEWART. I simply desire to say 
that when I offered the amendment it was read 
_ at length at the desk, and if I had a little time 
to look over the discussion I could show fre- 
i quent allusions to it in the debate. . 
l Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It seems to me 
that this matter ought not to depend entirely 
upon, the mutual recollections and speculations 
of Senators; that there ought to be some accu: 
rate information in regard to the course of 


i 
t 


fi. 
i 
1 


Wanner] offered to amend the amendment of 
the Senator from Nevada; that is to say, to 
amend the Senate bill which had-been offered 


‘events in the Chair, and I should be very glad 
if the Chair would state it. 
ll ‘The VICEPRESIDENT. The Senator from 


a 
1 


- Senator from Oregon. 
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Maine asks the Chair to atate the condition of 
this bill, which be will do with the consent of 
the Senate with pleasure. House bill No, 1293 
being under consideration, the Senator from 
Nevada moved to strike out all after the enact- 


ing clause and insert Senate bill No. 810, which | 


was reported from the Judiciary Committee, 


and also Senate bill No, 114 and Senate bill i for For is no time to take it up asa separate meas- | 


No. 865, being the contents of those bills, as 


a substitute. This motion was made when the . 
Senate commenced the consideration of the | 


House bill. During the whole course of the 
debate those bills together lay on the table of 


the Chair, and when he left the chair tempo- ` 


rarily Senators who occupied his place were 
apprised by him that this was the amendment 
pending; embracing the proposition to enforce 
the fourteenth amendment. The present occu- 
pant of the chair was in the chair on Friday 


' Saturday morning the 


evening until ten o'clock; but in cOnsequence © 
of ill-health, which had kept him in the chair | 


in a great deal of embarrassment all the day; 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. Pomeroy] con- 
sented to preside during the remainder of that 
session. 


The Chair will state that the Senator from . 


makes; and that is, that the debate on Friday 


night, ‘as listened to by the. present occupant . 


of the chair and read ‘in the Globe, on the 
part of the minority by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Davis,] the Senator from Ohio, 
{Mr. ‘Tnurwan,] and the Senator from Cali- 
fornia. [Mr. Casserty]} did, not refer to the 
provisions in regard to the fourteenth amend- 
ment. Their attention seemed to be directed 


to. the fifteenth amendment, and the proposi- |! 


tion of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN, | 
as afterward modified on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Haury ;] but it is 


no Jess true that this proposition was pending | 
: Senator from .Nevada in arguing with regard 
: to the comparative merits: of the two bills did 
| distinctly refer to the fourteenth amendment 


all the time. “The Chair will call the attention 
of the Senator from California to the proceed- 
ings as reported on the sixth page of Satur- 


day’s Globe, being the debate of Friday after- | 


noon, before the recess, in which he will find 
the following : 5 


a a Mr, CasssrLY and Mr. Stewart. Mr. Presi» 
ent. 


“Tho Presrpmve Orricer, (Mr. Warner inthe 


chair.) ‘The Senator from California, 
“Mr. CassERLY. If 


. wishes to say something in reply to the Senator from | 


Oregon, I am willing to yield. 

““My, Stawart. I wish to reply to some of the 

technical objections that have been made. veer 
“The Presipine OFFICER., Does the Senator from 

California yield? : è PAPRA : 
“Mr. CassERLY. 


Certainly, for a reply to, the 
That is allthe Senator de- 
sires, I believe.” ; . 

The -Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART} 
then took the floor for the purpose of showing 
that the proposition pending before the Senate 
as coming from the Tadieiery Committee, with 
the various sections added to it by himself with 
the assent- of the committee, was better and 
more effective than the proposition of the 


House; and‘ inthe course of the debate, in. 


the second column of that speech, the Senator 
from Nevada, after defending the part in re- 
gard to the fifteenth amendment as proposed 
by the Judiciary Committee, as being better 
than the proposition of the House, goes on as 
follows: 
“ Then the other provision which has been added 
is onc of great importance. Itisof more importance 
to the honor of this nation than all the rest of this 
pill. We areinviting to our shores, or allowing them 
to come, Asiatics.” © ? 
The Chair will not read the argument which 
the Senator from Nevada made in regard to 
the Asiatics. That is not vital to this. parlia- 
mentary point. He then says: 
“I haveincorporated that provision in this bill on 
the advice of the Judiciary Committee to facilitate 
matters, and so that we shall have the whole subject 
before us in one discussion, It is as solemn a duty 
as can be devolved upon this Congress to see that 
those people are protected.” obs 
Then, after some further debate on the 
proposition to enforce the fourteenth amend- 
ment, he says: —— et 
“Why is not this bill a good place in which to put 


tho Senator from “Nevada | 


; hair tnat. e i purpose of tbe bill better; and then put on * 
California is correct in one point that he: 


that provision?’ Why should wo not put in this bill 
a measure to enforee both tho fourteenth and fif- 
teenth amendments at once? It willtake-no longer 
time in‘discussion. It will not delay the bill an 
hour.” f j 

Then, after some further discussion.of the 
merits, he adds: re rane 

hope that provision will not be left off this bill, 

ure, discuss it, and pass it at this session.” - : 


~ These remarks of the Senator from Nevada, 


_ in whictr he direetly alluded to this, part of the , 
. Ineasure and presented arguments in favor of, y 
; it as being necessary to have, it jncorporated in ` 
this bill and passed as a law, seem `to have `i 


been overlooked. ‘After the bill passed. on 
regard to the title of the bill, and the following 
proceedings occurred: ~~ re. 


Add 
Why do:you want. to have‘ other 


“Mr. STEWART. 
ther purposes.’ 
* Mr. SUMNER. 
purposes’ in? 
“Mr. Srewart. Here is a provision to enforce 
the fourteenth amendment. Strike out all after 
‘Union ? and insert ‘and for other purposes.’ 
“Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the title proposed by 
the Senator from Massachusetts would indicate the 


for 
other purposes.’ ah RS wo 
“Mr. Stewart. Thatis what Iwant. Strike out 
after the word ‘Union* and then’ insert ‘and for 
other purposes.’ es DNS i 7 
“Mr, TRUMBULL. Read it, then, as it will read if 
amended. z 


there the words ‘and for 
i , and far 


“The CHIEF CLERK. Ifamended às proposed, the | 
| title will read, ‘A bill to enforce the right of citi- 


zens of the United States to vote in theseveral States 
of this Union, and for other purposes.’ 
“Mr. Sumner. That is the whole case, 
Mr. Stewart. No; the fourteenth amendment, 


| to prevent improper holding of office, and then the 


civil rights bill Bate been put on. 
es. : 
So after ' Union 


Mr. SUMNER. 
- “Mr. Stewart. 
other; purposes.’ 
“ The title was so amended.” 


These proceedings disclose the fact that the 


and. its enforcement as being in the bill; a 
remark which probably was not heard by the 
Senators on the right of the Chair. After the 
bill had passed, in the colloquy between him- 
self and the Senator from Massachusetts and 
the Senator from Hlinois as to the proper title 
of the bill, it was again referred to ;. but doabt- 
less at that time the interest. of the subject had 
passed: from the minds of Senators after the 
prolonged session, and these remarks did not 
arrest: the attention of Sendtors on the right 


j| of the Chair. 


Mr. CASSERLY. . I think after the state- 
ment made by the Chair it is proper that I 
should withdraw the motion I made. 

“The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from California withdraws the motion. ` Peti- 
tions and memorials ate now in order. ` . 

Mr. CORBETT. Before the motion‘is with- 

a > ; a 


rawn— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is withdrawn. 
The Senator can renew it. 

Mr. CORBETT. I should like to make a 
single remark before the Senator withdraws it. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I will do whatever the 

Senator desires. k ' 
Mr. CORBETT. I simply wish to make one 


emark. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
California, then, does not withdraw the motion 
for the present? . ee : 

Mr..CASSERLY. _ No, sir. 

Mr. CORBETT. I can only account for the 
proceedings this morning in one way, and I 
will send to the Secretary to read what I have 
marked in.the Globe. The Senator from Ohio 
[Mr. Taurman] told us a good anecdote on 
Friday night, which I will ask the Secretary 


to read. , . Bo 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Before the read- 
in 
thatthe proposition of the Senator from Nevada 
was called by the Senators temporarily occu- 
pying the chair, in brief, “‘ the Senate bill,” it 
being a conflict between the propositions of 


T 


question came up in., 


* insert ‘and for | 


the Chair desires to add, and should add, . 
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the two Houses, which probably misled Sen- 
ators. 3 
Mr. CORBETT. I desire to have the extract 
read which I send up tothe desk, being a little 
rhyme which the Senator from Ohio favored 
! us with in the debate on Friday night. 
| . The VICE. PRESIDENT. It will be read. 
' ‘The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
i: "Said Charlie to Dickon, ‘By all that is blue, 


„I can’t see the Speaker; say, Dickon, can you?’ 
See the Speaker?’ said Dick, ‘ why, I swear itis 


trne, o v 
I do see the Speaker; yes, by Jovo, I see two?” 
[ Laughter. ] 
. Mr. CORBETT. I only desire to say that 
| probably the Senator from Ohio may have been 
. in the position that ‘‘Charlie’’ was. That is 
| the only way in which I can account for his 
‘| overlooking the sixteenth section of the bill. 
: (Laughter. ] E 
| Mr. THURMAN. That only shows that my 
i| friend from Oregon is not a very good reasoner. 
: The Senator from Ohio instead of seeing two 
` bills only saw one. It was just exactly the 
. opposite. The Senator from Ohio was so sober 
| that he could only see one bill. He was not 
- in the condition of “ Charlie’ by any manner of 
! means, and he could not understand the count 
‘| of thirty-eight Senators when there were but 
| twenty-eight. [ Laughter. } 
i} : Me CORBETT. I judge that the Senator 
from Ohio was: mistaken on the count, as it 
! appears from the vote taken after that that 
| there were more than thirty-eight Senators 
| present. It only ‘proves that the Democratic 
| party are still very far from being in the full 
| possession of their perceptive faculties. They 
| illustrated that, I think, by the protracted dis- 
| cussions on Friday evening; and it seems it 
| was very difficult for them to perceive these 
| amendments. I think that.is very well illus: 
| trated in this little rhyme. - fos Í 

Mr. CASSERLY. 1 think when the Senator 
is not able to count he is too far. gone to be 
able to judge of the condition of any Senator. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. . What is the pending ques- 


tion? ee 
- The VICE PRESIDENT. There was a 
motion to correct the: Journal, but itis now 
withdrawn.) > -> a o] ig 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Letus go on with business. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The legislative, 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill is 
regularly before the Senate, unless the Senator 
from Maine yields for morning business. 
_Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will yield for 
a few minutes to allow morning business to be 
presented. Ee ase 


POSTAL STATISTICS. . . 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair lays 
before the Senate a report’ of the Postmaster 
General, in answer to a resolution of the 
Senate of the 19th instant calling for various 
ostal statistical information. The Postmaster 
General sends a variety of public documents 
which are already in print. The letter is of 
some length, and if there be no objection it 
will bereferred, with the accompanying papers, 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads, and the letter will be printed. : 
Mr. SUMNER. I ask, then, that it lie on 
the table for the present. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwilllie on the 
table for the present. eae 
FORT RIPLEY RESERVATION. ` 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


Senate the following. report of the Secretary - 
of War: i i 


— 
—— 


- War DaPARTMENT. 
Wasuineton, May 20, 1870. 


The Secretary of War has the honor to report, to 
the Senate of the United States. in compliance with 
the resolution of January 10, 1870, thas untila new 
military post shall be established further to the 
north the Fort Ripley military reservation, with its 
existing facilities for quartering and supplying a 
garrison, will be required for the protection of set- 
tlers against Indians. and cannot be wholly relin- 

uished without detriment to the public interests, 
i Butitis recommended that all that portion of the 
reservation lying east of the Mississippi river, ex- 
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eept such tract as tho Secretary of War shall desig- 
nate and set apart as a hay reserve, be restored by 
Jaw to the body of the public laads and opened to 


settlement. : 
WILLIAM W. BELKNAP, 
Secretary-of War. 

The report was referred to the Committee 

-on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented resolu- 

tions of the Federal City Division No. 2, Sons 


of Temperance, Washington city, in favor of the | 


passage of the bill for thesuppression of drink- 
ing-houses and tippling-shops, and to regulate 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the District 


of Columbia; which were ordered to lie on the : 


table. . 
Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 
William S. Thompson, of Highland county, 


Virginia; of Michael Casler, of Rockingham | 


county, Virginia; of Boler Cocke, of Campbell 


county, Virginia ; of James Steele and Jackson : 
"Rockingham county, Virginia; of | 


Knapp, of 
Richard M. Graves, of Charles City county, Vir- 
pinia, and of W. C. Nunn, of King and Queen 
county, Virginia, praying the. removal of their 
political disabilities; which were referred to the 


select Committee on the Removal of Political | 


Disabilities. z 

He also presented the petition of Samuel 
Field, Charles M. Hall, and C. T. Harris, of 
Jonesville, Lee county, Virginia; in favorof the 


removal of the political disabilities imposed on ' 
Sanders H. Levacy; which was referred to the | 
select Committee on the Removal of Political . 


Disabilities. 


- Mr. CAMERON presented the memorial of | 
Theodore ‘Adams, praying an appropriation for | 
the payment of the judgment of the Court of. | 


Claims rendered by that court in his‘favor on 
the 18th of March, 1867; which was referred 
to the Committee on Glaims. ey has, 
- Mr. ABBOTT presented the petition of W. J. 


Holderby, of Rockingham county, North Caro- | 


lina, praying the removal of his political dis-: 
abilities; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee onthe Removal of Political Disabilities. 
Mr. FLANAGAN presented the petitions of 
S. G. Tomlinson, of Hopkins county; Texas; 
of James H. Torbett, of McLennan county, 
Texas; of P.M. Rogers and J. B. Anderson, of 
He kina county, Texas; of Chartes B. Pearres, 
o 
Cary, of Rusk County, Texas, praying the re- 
moval of their political disabilities; which were 
referredto the select Committee on the Removal 
of Political Disabilities. l sesh 
Mr. MORTON presented the petition of Rob- 
ert Baldwin, praying compensation for carry- 
ing the mail between Louisville, Kentucky, and 
St. Louis, Missouri, under a contract with the 


postmaster at Louisville in 1835; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads, oe cake 
Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Joseph 
Holman and olen a committee of surviving 
soldiers of the war.of 1812, praying that a 
pension be granted to the soldiers of that war; 
which was ordered to lie on the table.  — 
He also presented. the petition of R. Bald: 
win, praying to be compensated for carrying a 
semi-weekly mail from Louisville, Kentucky, 
to St. Louis, Missouri, for twelve months, 
which service was contracted for between the 
firm of Robert Baldwin, jr., & Co., of Lonis- 
ville, Kentucky, of which he represents that 
he was a member, and the postmaster of that 
. city, whe had authority from the Department 
at Washington to contract with the firm; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. = * 
_ Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented a me- 
morial of delegates of the Cherokee, Creek, 
and Choctaw nations of Indians, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the bill (S. No. 679) 
to organize the territory of Oklahoma, con- 
solidate the Indian tribes under a territorial 
government, and carry out the rovisions of 
the treaties of 1866 with certain Indian tribes ; 


cLennan county, Texas; and of John Jz | 


which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. — 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a memorial of 
James Crutchett and other citizens of Wash- 
ington city, praying that the paving of certain 


streets and avenues leading from the Capitol | 


may be stopped until the Capitol grounds ex- 
| tension has been decided on as to extent and 
| the grades properly fixed by officers of the 
| 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. HARRIS presented the petitions of Ash- 
i ford Addison, of Tangipohoe parish, Louisi- 
ana; of James K. Whitfield, James W. McDon- 
© ald, John W. Dodd, and James D. Harper, of 
Claiborne parish, Louisiana; and of Felix 
Lewis, of Bienville parish, Louisiana, praying 
-= the removal of their political disabilities; which 
were referred tọ the select Committee on the 
: Removal of Political Disabilities. 
: Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Eleanor 
M. Anderson, -of Madison county, Kentucky, 
praying compensation for services rendered to 
the United States by her husband during the 
late war; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims... 

Mr. POOL presented the petition of George 
Little, jr., of Littleton, North Carolina, pray- 
ing the removal of his political disabilities ; 


the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
Mr. CRAGIN presented the petition of 
William Hovey and A. J. Hovey, his wife, 


i! Fisher, Charles-A. Taylor, and Mary B. Tay- 
|, lor, his wife, heirs and legal representatives 
| of the estate of Harriet F. Fisher, deceased, 
praying compensation for the use by the Gov- 
ernmentofthe machinecalled the ‘‘ percussion- 


the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

. Mr. McDONALD. presented the ‘petitions 
of Lonis George, of Little Rock, Arkansas, and 
of R. M. Johnson, of Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
praying the removal of their political disabil- 
ities; which were referred to the select Com- 
mittee: on the Removal of Political Disabili- 


thes. . ee eed 

i Mr. CONKLING. presented the petition of 
i Obadiah B. Latham. and Oliver 8. Latham, 
| praying to be compensated for money and labor 
, actually. expended by them in the construction 
| of the post office and custom-house building 
gt Buffalo, New York, and the erection of a 
i; eustom-house at Oswego, New York; which 
|| was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


` REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 


| and. Santa Ié Railroad Company, a continua- 
tion of its franchise and right of way through 
the. Territories of the United States, reported 
it with an amendment, pen a Lo oe 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 


referred the joint resolution (S. R. No, 188) to 
furnish medals to certain- Pennsylvania and 
Massachusetts soldiers, to report it back, and 
T ask the Senate to allow me to put it on its 
passage immediately. I believe it will lead to 
no discussion. .. Na , 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Letit be read at length. 
` The Chief Clerk read the joint resolution, as 
follows: ` 


States be, and heishereby, authorized and requested 
. to procures silver medal, with suitable devices, to be 
presented as a testimonial of the nation’s gratitude 
to each of the surviving officers and soldiers, and the 
families of sucti as may be dead, of the five companies 
from Pennsylvania, namely: the Pottsville National 
Light Infantry, the Pottsville Washington Artillery, 


War Department; which was referred to the ; 


| capeharging machine ;"’ which was referred to | 


. Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on ` 


(S. No. 712) granting lands and the right of | 
way to aid in the construction of the New Or- | 
leans and Northeastern railroad, reported it | 
with anamendmentin the nature ofa substitute. | 

Mr. CAMERON. - I am directed by the |, 
Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was | 


Beit resolved, de., That the President of the United | 


heirs of Richard M. Bouton, deceased, and | 
Marvin P: Fisher, John ©. Fisher, A. H. à 


(S. No. 589) granting to the Atchison, Topeka, . 


which was referred to the select Committee on || 


the Reading Ringgold Artillery, the Lewistown Lo- 
gan Guard, and the Allentown Ailen Intantry, who 
were the first troops to reach Washington city for its 
defense upon the 18th day of April,1861, and to each of 
the surviving officers and men, and the families of 
such as may be dead, of thesixth regiment of Marsa- 
chusetts volunteers, who were the next to arrive at 
Washington. upon the 19th day of April, 1861, in re- 


; sponse to tho call of President Lincoln, dated April 


„ 1861. 

Src. 2. And be it further resolved, That the sum of 
$2,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out 
of any funds in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, for the purposo of carrying the foregoing 
resolution into effect. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to its present consideration ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint reso» 
lution will be placed on the Calendar. 

_Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘The Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred.a petition of citi- 
zens of New Jersey, praying that a pension 
may be allowed to Franz Schurman, sergeant 
major of the seventy-fourth regiment Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers, have bad the same under con- 
sideration, and instructed me to report it back, 
and ask that the Committee on Pensions be 
discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. Itis not properly a subject for 


: a pension, but may be for military bounty. 


The report was agreed to. 
AGRICULTURAL REPORT OF 1868. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the 


' Committee on Priptiag, to whom was referred 


a concurrent resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives for printing additional copies of 
the agricultural report of 1868, to report it 
back with an amendment; and I ask for its 
present consideration.. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded 

to consider the concurrent resolution. . 
_ Theamendments of the Committee on Print- 
ing were, before the word ‘‘ House,” in each 
case where it occurs in the resolution, to insert 
‘t Senate and of the;’’ so as to make the reso- 
lution read : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,} That there be 
printed of the agricultural report of 1868 such an 
additional extra number as will be required to give 
the members of the Senate and of the House trom 
those States not represented inthe Fortieth Congress 
the same number as were assigned to the members 
of the Senate and of the House from such States as 
are now so represented. ne oe 

The .amendments: were agreed to; and the 
resolution, as amended, was concurred in. 


AGRICULTURAL REPORT FOR 1869. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The agricultural report _ 
for 1869 was presented by the Chair the other 


day and referred to the Committee on Printing. 
I move that the report be printed, leaving for 


' future consideration the question of printing 


additional copies, for as the report can now be 


| printed and it is to be stereotyped it will be a 


; graph line 


| approved July 1, 1862; and 


convenience to the office to go on with it at 
once. Eat 
The motion to print was agreed to. 


HANNIBAL AND ST. JOSEPH RAILROAD. 


Mr. THAYER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by ungnimous 
consent, and agreed to: ; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and 
he is hereby. directed to report to the Senate the 
action, so far as the same appears upon the files and 
records ofthe Department of the Interior, of the Han- 
nibal and St. Joseph Railroad Company of Missouri, 
under the thirteenth section of the act entitled “An 
act to aid in the construction of a railroad and tele- 

ine from tbe Missouri river to the Pacilic 
secure to the Government the use of 
military, and other purposes,” 
that the said Secretary 
submit with his report copies of any all instru- 
ments of writing on file in the Department purport- 


ocean, and to 
the same for postal, 


' ing to be an assignment of the franchise contained ip 


the said thirteenth section to any other raitroad com- 
pany, and if the St. Joseph and Denver City Railroad 
Company has filed a map of its line of road to & con- 
nection with the Union Pacific railroad, that be 
accompany his report with a map of Kansas and 
Nebraska,with the live ofsaid St. Joseph. and Denver 
City road traced thereon, and also with a copy of the 
order of withdrawal of the land from settlement 
granted by the act of Congress of July 25, 1800, in aid 
thereof, a : š ; toa 


1870. 
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PACIFIC RAILROAD. pEi 

Nr. THAYER also submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
requested to communicate to the Senáte the report 
of the five citizens sent out in August last to make 


of the Pacific railroad, 
_ WATER SUPPLY OF WASHINGTON, 
Mr. TRUMBULL submitted the following 
resolution; which was consfdered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
infurm the Senate whether there is not an unneces- 
gary waste of the water of the Washington aqueduct: 


whether any portion of the water is used for ranning i 


machinery, or why it is that there is a failure o 
water during tho day in the more elevated parts of 
the city; also, what regulationsorimprovements aro 
necessary to afford an adequate supply of water to 
the inhabitants of Washington. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPHerson, its Clerk; announced 
that the House had passed the following bills 


conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. Jony 
A. Logan of Illinois, Mr. H. W. Stoovum of 
New York, and Mr, Wintiam H. Keusey of 
New York, managers at the same on its part. 

The message also announced that the House 


an examination and report upon the final completion | had disagreed to the amendment of the Senate 


i to the bill (H. R. No. 1293) to enforee the 
`. right of citizens of the United States to vote 


in the several States of this Union who have | 
hitherto been denied that right on account of | 
- race, color, or previous condition of servitude, || 


` asked a conference on the disagreeing votes of 
_the two Houses ‘thereon, and had appointed 


d joint resolution; in which the co 
and j : : a a | of the House had signed the following enrolled 
. bills; and they were thereupon signed by the 


of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1688) to simplify the 
conveyance of real 
Columbia ; 


‘A biH (H. R. No. 1926) to incorporate the || Q 


American Union Academy of Literature, 
Science, and Art; 
A bill (A. R. 
taxes cértain property in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and to amend the aet to provide for 


the creation of corporations in the District of 


Columbia by general law ; 
_ A bdill (H. R. No. 2065) to further amend 


the law of the Disté%ét. of Columbia in relation | 
to judicial proceedings, and preserve records |- 


of marriages therein ; 
- A bill (H. R. No. 2067) directing the Sec- 
retary of State to cause to be- brought home 
and interred the remains of Generals Asboth 
and Steadman, who died‘iu the service of the 
United States abroad; : 

A bill (H. R. No. 2080) to exempt vessels 


dues; and ! 


` A joint resolution (H. R. No. 251) author- | 


izing Surgeon George E. Cooper, of the United 
States Army, to:accept a gift from the Qov- 
ernment of France in acknowledgment of ser- 
vices rendered. eae: ae tees 

The message also announced thatthe House 
had passed the following Senate bill and joint 
resolation, with an amendment to each; in 
which it requested. the concurrence of the 
Senate: ; l 

A biil (S. No. 76) concerning divorces in the 
District of Colambia; and ~ 
` A joint resolution (S. R. No. 120) to pro- 
vide for the appointment of an examiner of 
claims for the Department of State, and for 
‘additional clerks in the Department. 

The message further announced that the 
House had passed the following bill and joint 
resolutions of the Senate without amendment: 

A bill (S: No. 138) for the relief of Abbott 
Q. Ross; ` 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 31) authoriz- 
ing Lieùtenant Commander Arthur A. Yates, 
Surgeon Albert L. Gihon, Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Charles H. White, and Assistant Sur- 
gron Jerome H. Kidder, of the United States 
‘Navy, to accept decorations from the king of 
Bostagal in recognition of humane services; 
a. 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 181) to author- 
‘ize the payment of the full salary of Alvin P. 
Hovey, as minister in Peru, without deduction 
on account of absence from his post. 

The message likewise announced that the 
House had disagreed to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 987) to reduce 
the number of officers in the Army of the Uni- 
ted States, and for other purposes, asked a 


No. 2005) exempting from | 


— 


i Mr. Joun A. Brncuam of Ohio, Mr. Noan : 


Davis of New York, and Mr. Micwartu C. 
Kerr of Indiana, managers at the same on 
its part. . 


The message further announced that the | 
. House had concurred in the amendment of the | 
Senate te the concurrent resolution of the; 


House fixing the time of final adjournment. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message algo announced thatthe Speaker 


estate in the District of | Vice President: 


A bill (S, No, 188) for the relief of Abbott 


limbia Railway Company of the District of. 
Columbia; i . ° 

A bill (S. No, 492) to incorporate the trus- 
tees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and for 
other purposes; and a 

A bill (S. No. 550) to incorporate the Na- 


|| tional Union Savings-Bank of the District of. 


Columbia, F 
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message fram the President of the United 


i States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Secretary, 


announced that the President had this day 
approved and signed the joint resolution (S. 


| R. No. 198) authorizing the Secretary of War 
| to place at the disposal of the commissioners 


) à |i of quarantine, or other proper authorities of 
and canal boats engaged in the internal and || 


coastwise navigation of the United States and | 
in the fisheries from the payment of tonnage | 


the State of New York, the steamer Illinois, 
for quarantine purposes. 


_ „EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. aek R 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid ‘before the 


: Senate a message from the President of the 


United States, communicating, in compliance 
with a: resolation of the Senate of the 18th 
instant, infarmation in relation’to the passage 
of any English or Canadian steamer through 
the canal of the Sault Ste. Marie; which was 
referred to the Committee on: Foreign Rela- 
tions, and ordered to he printed. .. < 

He also laid -before-the Senate a message 
from the President. of the United States, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 12th instant, intermetion in 
relation to an organized band of persons at 
Cheyenne, in the ‘Territory. of Wyoming. or 
vicinity, the number and designs of such per- 
sons, &e.; which was ordered to lie on. the 
table. = 


He also laid before the Senate a report from 
the Secretary of the Interior, communicating, | 
| in compliance with a resolution of the Senate 


of this date, the report on the fina) completion 
of the Pacific railroad ; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and 
ordered to be printed... eae 
ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 
The Senate proceeded to consider jts amend- 
ment to the bill (H. R. No. 1298) to enforce 
the right of citizens. of the United States to 
vote in the several States of this Union who 
have. hitherto been denied that right on ac- 
‘count of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude, disagreed to by the Hause of Rep- 
resentatives;;and = ; 
. On motion of Mr. STEWART jt was 
Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amend- 


‘ment to the said bill, disagreed to by the House of 
Representatives, and agree to the conference asked 


` 


. Ross; E ; 
A bill (S. No. 227) to incorporate the Co- | 


by the House of Representatives on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon. 

Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the 
Senate be appointed by the Vice President. 


The VICE . PRESIDENT appointed Mr. 
Stewart, Mr. Epmunps, and Mr. STOCKTON 
as the conferees on the part of the Senate. 


REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 


The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ment to the bill (H. R. No. 987) to reduce the 
number of officers in the Army of the United 
States, and for other purposes, disagreed to by 
i, the House of Representatives ; and 
On motion of Mr. MORTON, it was 


i| Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amend- 
i| ment to the said bill, disagreed to by the House of 
ii Representatives, and agree to the conference asked 
| by the House of Representatives on the disagrecing 
i votes of the two Houses thereon. : 

Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the 
Senate be appointed by the Vice President. 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. 
; Wiuson, Mr. Morton, and Mr. Appotras the 
$ conferees on the part of the Senate. 


-’ MESSAGE FROM TIE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
_ tives, by Mr. McPuenson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following joint 
resolutions; in which it requested the concur- 

. rence of the Senate: 

A joint resolution (H, R, No. 296) to extend 
the provisions of section twenty-one of the act 
|| approved July 17, 1862, to aliens who have or 
| may enlist in the naval and marine service; 

an . i 
~ A joint resolution (H. R. No. 295) donating 
condemned cannon for a soldiers’ monument 
at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION. BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
No. 974) making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the yea? ending the 80th of 
June, 1871, the question pending being on the 
| amendment of Mr. Connert to the amendment 

proposed by Mr, TRUMBULL ‘in regard-to the 
compensation of -elerifg: i scio icid oiea) 
- Mr. CORBETT. ‘My proposition isto amend 
the amendment of the Senator from: Illinois so 
as to provide that. the salaries of: male clerks 
performing the same‘duties as female clerks 
shall be reduced to those of female clerks. My 
object is that where the duties of clerkships 
can be performed by:females they shall have 
the privilege of performing them; and my 
proposition will hava the effect to reduce the 
expenses of the Government very much. If 
it should dispense with the services of one 
thousand male clerks and substitute in their 
places females, it willreduce ourexpéuses from 
three to five hundred dollars on each, making 
a saving to the Government of from three to 
five hundred‘ thousand dollars a year. If the 
amendment of the Senator from Illinois is 
‘adopted it will increase the expenses of the 
‘Government $800,000, or perhaps more, if it 
aises the salaries-of a thousand female clerks. 
-The average of their salaries now, I believe, is 
$900 a year. If the amendment of the Sèns- 
tor from Illinois shall advance them to $1,200 
year on a thousand female clerks—and prob- 
ably that will be the number, ‘for we mast 
‘remember that this does not ‘apply merely to 
l| the Treasury Department alone;: but to all the 
females employed as-clerka in all the Depart- 
ments—it would make-a difference of expense 
to the Government of $300,000; whereas if 
i| my amendment is adopted our expenses will be 
reduced say $400,000. This will make a dif- 
ference of about séven hundred thousand dol- 
lars to the Government, on the supposition that 
it will affect ona thousand female clerks. Now, 
if one thousand female clerks can be employed 
where matë clerks perform the duties at the 
| present salery of female clerks, it will save 
evidently a large amount of money. ew? 

It seems to me that this isthe proper amend- 
| ment to adopt. I do not think the Senate is 
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prepared now to go through the Departments, 
and advance the salaries of one thousand female 
clerks to the extent of $300,000. I ask that my 
amendment be read. ik a 

The VICE PRESIDENT. . Asit has been 
several days since these amendments were sub- 
mitted the Secretary willread them. The first 
amendment is the amendment of the Senator 
from lllinois, [Mr.-‘TRUMBULIA) oo pe 

‘The Chief Clerk read the amendment of Mr. 
TRUMBULL, as follows: -.; fee 

Suc. —. And be it further enacted, That the com- 


pensation of the female clerks, copyists, and counters | 


employed in the several Departments and bureaus, 
whose appointments are made by the several heads 
of Departments, under the provisions of law, shall, 
from and after the 30th day of June, 1870, be the same 
asmaleoclerks performing thelike orsimilarservices; 
and it shall be the duty of, the several heads of De- 
partments go to classify. said female employés as to 
carry out the provisions of this section, and the 
amount necessary to pay the inoroased compensation 
herein, provided for for the year ending June 30, 1871, 
js hor appropriated out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated... aie 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 


Maine [Mr, MORRILL] moved to strike out all | 


alter the enacting clause of the amendment of 
the Senator from, Illinois and to insert: ` 


. That the. heads of the several Departments are 
hereby authorized tò appoint female clerks who may 
be found tobe competent and worthy to any of the 
grades of clerksbips known to, the law in the respect 
ive Departments, with the compensation belonging 
to the class to which they are appointed. _ 


Pending which the Senator from Oregon (Mr. | 


Corsetr] moved to amend the. proposition of 


the Senator from Illinois so as to make it read: | 


, That the eompengzation of the male clerks, copy- 
ists, and counters employed in the several Depart- 
ments and bureaus, whose appointments are made 
by the several heads f Departments under the pro- 
visions of law, shall, from and after the 30th day of 
June, 1870, be the same as female clerks performing 
the like or similar services; and it shall be the duty 
of the séveral heads of Departments so to classif! 
said male employ és as to garry out the provisions of, 
this section., i = 


_ Mr. CORBETT. _ The Senator from, Ọhio 
informs me that in the classification this will 
makean average. of about five hundred dollars 
on. each of these employés, - F have: supposed 
this would raise the salaries of one thousand 
female clerks; but I have put it too low, prob: 
ably.:; There may be, two thousand . females 
employed ia all the Departments, perhaps; I 
do: not. know, the exact, number. Can . any 
Senator state the exact, number? n 4 
~iMr. POMEROY.. Not more than half that 
number... He Š E r LRA oe oo z : 
Mr. CORBETT. A thousand, then. , If it 
affects a thousand theamendment of theSenator 
from Illinoia will incregse their pay $500,000 ; 
but if my amendmest.is adopted, and you.can 
induce one thousand: more female clerks to 
perform. the duties now. performed by male 
elerks, it will legsen the expense something like 
-$500,000, making a difference of abont a million 
dollars, provided it shall affect one thousand 
clerks either way. ., If if.affecta' one thousand 
amale.glerksit, makes.a difference of $500,000 ; 
consequently it will make a saving.of $500,000 
if my amendment: is adopted, whereag.if. the 
amendment. of the Senator from Illinois is 
adopted it will increase the expenses of the 
Gorenean about five hundred thousand dol- 
Jars... Seu EF TENS 
. ltseems-tọ me that.we: are not prepared to 
go into this, advancing of salaries of this large 
number of.clerks. itis a, very large item, and 
I do, not think. the people through the ccuntry 
will sustain us ie this movement.. It is avery 
ungracious task to object to such.a proposition 
I am awere, bat I think we had better give a 
greater number of employments. in these. De- 
partments to females at the average pay of 


seventy-five. dollarg,a month, or $900.a-year, | 


which is a very liberal pay and is more than 


‘any other females get_in any portion of the 
‘country. I do not. suppose any female clerks 
in. the dry-goods stores,.Jace stores, &c., get 
anything like that amount of salary. __ i 
It seems to me that.we must look’ to this; 
and if we.are going to advance the wages of 
these females we shall have a rush and a con- 


i 


} 


stant. preas. for these. -places, drawing here 
females. from other. employments, as clerks, 
&c., throughout the country, and it will work 
very great detriment. At the moderate salary 
which ig now being paid, if they- can be grad- 
ually introduced and find employment, we shall 


provide for a large number of females at fair | 


wages, and I should be very happy to do it; 
and I have no doubt it will be a very great 
benefit to the. male clerkg who are now being 
employed,. young men who can enter other 
avenues of life, which will be much better for 
them atthe end of a few years than they are 


i| now. I.submit the question to the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the: amendment of the Senator from.Oregon 
to the amendment of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. CORBETT called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered...” 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will state what this 
amendmentis. I have offered an amendment 
to place females performing the same service 
on the same footing as males in regard to pay. 
The Senator from Oregon has offered an amend- 
ment to reduce the pay of the male clerks in 
all the Departments to that received by females. 
That is oll there is to it. 

The question being taken by: yeas and nays, 
resuited—yeas 6, nays 88; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Corbett, Flanagan, Fowler, Gil- 
bert, MoCreery, and Tipton—6. _. 

NAYS—Messrs, Abbett, Bayard, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Cameron, Carpenter, Casserly Chandler, 
Cole, Conkling, Cragin, Davis, Ferry, Hamilton of 
Texas, Harlan, Harris, Johnston, Kellogg, Morrill 
of Maine, Morton, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, 
Pratt, Ross, Saulsbury, Scott, Sherman, Stewart, 
Stockton, Sumner, Thayer, Trutball, Vickers, War- 
ner, Willey, and Williams—38..-. . l 
A BSEN T—Messrs, Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Cat- 
tell, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hamlin, Howard, Howe, Howell, Lewis, Mc- 
Donald, Morrälof Vermont, Norton, Nye, Ramsey, 
Revels, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, Schurz, Spencer, 
Sprague, ‘Thurman, Wilson, and Yates—2. 

.. So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. Bape E e aya Se, 

"The VICE. PRESIDENT. The quéstion 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Maine [Mr. MORRILL] to the amendment of 
the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. TRUMBULL, ] 
to strike out all after the word ‘‘that,’’ and 
to insert: _ eee fue a 

The heads of the several Departments are hereby 

authorized to appoint female clerks who may bd 
‘ound to be competent and. worthy to any of the 
grades of clerkships known to the law in the re- 
spective Departments, with the compensation be- 
longing-to the class to which they are appointed. 

- Mr. TRUMBULL. I should not think it 
necessary to:say a: word about this matter, but 
it is go meny days since the Senate had it under 
consideration that I apprehend it may not be 
fresh in the memory of all Senators what will 
be the effect of the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Maine. I have already stated that 
the object of the amendment which. I offered 
was to place the. females in regard to _pay on 
-the same footing.as males in the Departments. 
‘The Senator from Maine: moves to strike this 
out and- to insert è provision-authorizing ‘the 
heads of the: varioùs Departments to appoint 
females as clerks of all classes in their Depart- 
‘ments. ‘That isthe law now, and nothing is 
accomplished by the adoption of the Senator’s 
amendment. He movesitas a substitute, which 
would strikg out the provision-that is intended 
to pay a female the same price for performing 
the same labor asia performed bya male clerk. 
Now, if the Senator from: Maine will offer his 
as. an amendment by way of addition, it would, 
perhaps, correct the practice in the Depart- 
‘ments, It is not’ the practice: in the various 
Departments to a -females to first, sec- 
‘ond third, ‘and fourth class clerkships; but 
‘thereis no law, so far as I am advised, to pre- 
vent them from doing so. Tf the Senator from 
Maine thinks it prapèr'to declarë that’ the 
Departments shall -have authority to do so 
affirmatively, I shall have no objection to it if 
it be offered as an amendment to the proposi- 
tion whieh I have offered ; bat when it is o ered 
as a substitute it defeats the whole object of 
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my amendment, Nothing will be gained by 
the adoption of hiş amendment as a substitute ; 


and I hope, therefore, that the Senate will not- 


adopt itin that form. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Ido not know 
that I disagree with the Senator as to the legal 
force of this proposition; nor would it be true, 
if the Senator’s proposition should be adopted, 
that it does impose the obligation upon the 
heads of Departments to appoint female clerks. 
There is a usage jn regard to the appointment 
of clerks in all the Departments which is eqniv- 
alent tolaw. Females have not been employed 
as clerks, although the law authorizes it. Why? 
Because the general sense of the country, the 
general sense of society; and perhaps espe- 
cially of Congress, has not seemed to justify 
it. Now, if it isa matter of law at the present 
time, I submit to my friend that his amendment 
is not necessary. If it isa matter of law now, 
the only thing in order to effectuate what both 
of us desire is an expression on the part of 
Congress that it is a proper thing to do; such 


an expression on the part of the legislative. 


power in making an appropriation for the ex- 
penditures of the Government as would justify 
the heads of Departments in employing this 
kind of clerical service. My proposition cer- 
tainly does secure that; while, on the other. 
hand, it.does not require that they should pay 
a class of clerks or a class of persons who are 
not in the category of clerks, who are counters 
and who are employed in the printing depart- 
ment of the Government, for instance—it does 
not necessarily embrace them, but it does, as 
a matter of moral force, commend to these 
Departments in a sense which they can under- 
stand and ina sense which they would undoubt- 
edly adopt, the employmept of such skillful 
persons, being females, as can properly take 
the place of male clerks. Isubmit whether it 
is worth while for Congress to go beyond that. 
Mr. DAVIS. There.was, one view of the 
idea presented ‘by the Senator from Oregon 
which struck me with: some force. I believe, 
in reviewing the various ‘pursuits of life that 
are assigned by. the usages, and the customs of 
the country to the maleand female sexes, there 
is a very restricted and. a very insufficient 
number of proper theaters upon which females 
can get a living by laborand by manual employ- 
ment. „I believe that if the proper and appro: 
priate theater of female employment could be 
extended in its kinds by proper legislation it 
would be desirable. 3 te fli 
Now, it seems to me, as the honorable Sen: 
ator from Oregon suggested, that many females 
would be exceedingly gratified to get employ- 
mentat a salary of $900.ar $1,000. It occurred 
to me also that no male, especially no young 
man, no man in good health, ought to .be sat- 
isfied to labor for that compensation. I think 
the male sex should be constrained. to leave 
snch employmentsas will prodyce a remunera- 
tion of $1,000. year, and give them up wholly 
and exclusively to females, where they are of, 
such a nature,as to make it proper that females 
should be employed to perform that service. 
~ If the.proposition of the honorable Senator 
from Oregon had embraced the idea of reducing 
a large number of clerks in their compensation 
to something like one thousand dollars per 
annum, and giving females the exclusive right 
to be employed in.such grades of clerkships, it 
would have commended itself somewhat to my 
_judgment. | think thatthe fields, the manu- 
facturing shops, and. the rugged theaters of 
labor should be usurped by the male sex, and 
that females should be protected from. taking 
‘employment in such theaters to the full extent 
that they can be by proper legislation. é 
` I think, therefore, that if a classification 
‘and discrimination of official salaries, so far 
as clerks. are concerned, and 80 far as the 
duties that might be performed by females 
could be made, so as to restrict the proper and 
competent compensation for all. such, clerk- 
ships to $1,000 and exclude males from being 
employed in. such clerkships by making it the 
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duty of the appointing power to appoint female | 
clerks to them, it would greatly extend the ; 
amonit of female employment in clerkships in ` 
the Government and would secure persons as : 
competent to perform their duties as they are 
now performed by male clerks, and probably 
more so in many instances, and would give a 
fall remuneration to the female clerks, one ; 
entirely satisfactory to them, and enable them | 


to live comfortably. It would bring plenty and | 


comfort to many poor women who are now | 
denied it, by giving them, the exclusive right | 
to be employed in clerkships with that amount 
of compensation, by regulations that would | 
exclude males entirely from them. If the hon- | 
orable Senator from Oregon or any other Sen- 
ator would offer a proposition embracing some- | 
thing like this idea, I should be very glad to 
ive it my support. s | 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator 
will allow me a moment, I will withdraw my 
proposition as a substitute for the amendment 
of the Senator from Illinois, aud offer it as an 
amendment to that amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Asan addition? ; 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORTON. That is precisely what I 
was going to suggest. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ihave no objection to 
it as an addition. 

Mr. MORTON. Ido not see that there is 

any conflict between these two sections. 
- The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois accepts the amendment to the amend- 
ment, and it is therefore before the Senate as 
a part of the arnendment. ; 

Mr. MORTON. ‘The effect of the amend: 
ment offered by the Senator from Illinois will 
be to raise the wages of those who now receive 
$900 a year to the wages of a first-class clerk- 
ship. That will be the substantial effect of 
it—to raise the wages of the females now em- 
ployed to the wages of a first-class clerkship, 
$1,200. The effect of the second section, or 
the one offered by the Senator from Maine, 
will be to open what are now called first, sec- 
ond, third, and fourth class clerkships for the 
appointment of ladies. Iam in favor of both | 
of these amendments, because they involve | 
two great principles: first, that all avenues of | 


employment which they are qualified to fill || 
shall be open to women; and secondly, that | t because whet 
i the price for ‘this’ -Bervice ‘to $1,200, $1,400, 


they shall receive the same compensation for 
the same kind and quantity of labor that men 
receive. er te’, hoe 
Mr. POMEROY. Iwill not add any remarks 
of any length to the remarks of the Senator 
from Indiana, because he has so well said what 
I would gladly have said. I will only say that 
there is constantly an effort made to keep 
women who are employed from getting ‘* out 
of their sphere;’’ and very much has been 
written and said on that subject, as if they had | 
a peculiar sphere. I only wish to say now that | 
this is really the sphere in which they can be 
rofitably, and, I think, acceptably employed. 
i think men are getting out of their sphere 
when they monopolize the clerical positions in | 
the Government service and become mere | 
copyists. That is the reason why I think we 
ought not only to vote for the amendment of 
the Senator from Illinois, but also for the addi- 
tion proposed by the Senator from Maine. I 
think we should not allow all the first-class 
clerkships to be open to female competitors, 
but we should allow all classes of clerkships to | 
be opened to them, because promotions and | 
advancements from one grade to another should 
be made upon merit, should be made upon 
acquirements, should be made upon talent and 
facilities for the discharge of the duties. I 
think if the heads of the different Departments 
had the right to examine persons qualified to 
do the business, to do the work of their par- 
ticular Departments, and promote only those 
who had the highest qualifications, the service 
would be better performed ; and not the highest 


qualifications simply because they are men, 


be taken. ` 


| Provided for for 


~——+— 


Stoo _ | 
because there are females who write and keep’ 
accounts with equal facility with males; and | 
there is no reason, there is no logic, there is | 


no sense in excluding from those positions ‘i 


persons who have the proper qualifications 
simply on account of sex.” ; 

All persons in this world are ‘not born to 
fortune. The great ‘durée, if it is a cutse; at 
least the sentence pronounced upon man, that | 
he should gain his bread from the sweut of his | 
brow, is as applicable to female’ without for- | 
tune as to males; and when there are avéiues | 
that could be opened to them, not outside of | 
their peculiar sphere, we ought to make haste 
togivethem to them. I agree measurably with | 
the Senator from Kentucky that those avenues 
should ‘be in¢reased and enlarged; that able- 
bodied males should not seek the positions and 
employments that can be equally well filled by 
females. : 

Last year we contented ourselves by putting 
on the appropriation bill precisely this amend- 
ment of the Senator from Maine; and those | 
of us who have demanded equal pay for equal 
labor have been appeased year by year with 
this amendment of the Senator from Maine. 
Now, if that can‘ be put on this bill with the 
amendment of the Senator from I}inois we 
shall have accomplished at least one step in 
the right direction. =£ hope the vote’ will be 


taken. me 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘Mr. President, it was my 
intention this morning to make some general 
observations in regard to all the appropriation 
bills, of which this is one, and also in connec: 
tion with the subject of the finances ; but if we 
can have a vote on this proposition now I will 
yield for that purpose. _ ot ew 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we are ready to 
vote upon it. os 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I hope we shall 
have a vote.. That subject can be debated on 
another occasion. I presume there will be no 
further extended debate. ` 

Mr. SHERMAN. If it can be voted upon 
now F will defer my remarks until the vote can 


Mr. CORBETT. I simply wish to say that 
my opinion is that this amendment wil} have'a 
tendency to drive out all the female clérks now 
employed in the Treasury and other Depart- 
ments, and to have miale elerké appointed in 
their stead; because when you come to raise 


$1,600, and $1/800% yéar there will be'a press- 
ure for the places; men will comè here and 
demand them as political rewards. ‘The result 
will be that you will drive‘all these females out 
of employment: They have been enrployed 
heretofore because their labor was cheaper, 
and: because they could perform, not quite 
perhaps as much service as the men, but they 
answered a good purpose’ for the different 
positions to which they have adapted them- 
selves. In my opinion this proposition will be 
injarious to them instead of beneficial. I am 
opposed to the amendment. I shall say noth- 
ing more. - ‘ TA a 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Tuor: 
MAN in the chair.) The question ison the 
amendment of the Senator from Illinois as 
modified on the:suggestion of the Senator from 
Maine. ; anes 3 
Mr. RAMSEY. I should like to have it read 
as it now stands. © 0:0: > 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 
reported. cca 7 i 
"The Chief Clerk read the amendment, as 
modified, as follows: me 
And be it further enacted, That the compensation 
of the female clerks, copyists, and counters em ployed 
in the several Departments and bureaus, whose ap- 
pointmentsare made by the several heads of Depart- 
ments, under the provisions of law, shall, from and | 


after the 30th day of June, 1870, be the same as male 
clerks performing the like or similar services; and 


it shall be the duty of the several heads of Depart- |! 


ments so to classify said female employés as to carry . 
out the provisions of this.section ; and the amount : 
necessary to pay the increased compensation herein | 
the year ending June 30, 1871, is 


ereby appropriated oat ofany money in the Treas- | 


ury not otherwise appropriated. And the heads of 
the several Departments arc hereby anthorized to 
appoint female clerks who may be fourd to be com- 
petent and worthy to any of the grades of elerkships 
known to the law in the respective Departments, 
with the compensation belonging to the class to 
; which they are appointed. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois, as modified. _- i 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Abbott, Anthony, Bayard, Brown- 
low, Buckingham, Carpenter, Casserly, Davis, Fow- 
Jer, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Harris, 
McDonald, Morton, Nye, Pomercy, Ross, Scott, 
Stewart, Stockton, Sumner, Thayer, Thurman, Tip- 
ton, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, and Willey—29. 

NAYS—Messra. Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, 
Cragin, Flanagan, Morrill of Vermont, Sawyer, Sher- 
| man, Sprague, and Williams,—li. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Cameron, Cat- 
tell, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, Hamilton of 
Maryland, Hamlin, Howard, Howe, owell, Johns- 
ton, Kellogg, Lewis, McCreery, Morrill of Maine, 
Norton, Osborn, Patterson, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Revels, Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Spencer, 
Wilson, and Yates—32, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. AsI stated amomentago, 
I desire to call the attention of the Senate to 
the general subject of the appropriations, the 
receipts‘and expenditures of the General Gov- 
ernment; and | think the vote just taken is a 
pretty good illustration of the necessity of doing 
so. We have here, without a particle of pressing 
necessity added $400,000 to the annual taxes 
of the people of this country to pay a number of 
ladies employed in Washington, who are now 
receiving higher pay than any ladies employed 
in similar employment in the United States, 
who do not ask it at all, who never had asked 
it, and whose positions will be endangered by 
granting it to them. We have added to the 
permanent annual taxes of this country the 
sum of $400,000, because'the number of these 
lady employés, as near as I can get it from 
gentlemen familiar with the subject, is about 
seven oreight hundred, and the addition made 
is about: five hundred dollars; because if these 
ladies aré graded at the-average rate paid other 
clerks the saisry will be $1,500. Their pres- 
ent pay is $900; so that this isan addition of 
$600 to the pay of each lady employé’ who is 
very glad to be employed at the present pay, 
making an aggregate of about four hundred 
thousand dollarsa year. _ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator certainly 
does not mean to say that they are appointed 
to $1,500 places; that it increases anybody 
from $1,200 to: $1,500? : 

Mr. SHERMAN. Bat the pay of the ladies 
now is $900. Some get $720, but the great 
body receive $900. This raises them all to 
$1,200 at least, and varying from that up to 
$1,800 a year. It adds, indeed, to the perma- 
nent clerical force in the service of the United 
States some six or seven hundred temporary 
female employés: es 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator does notmean 
to say that if any $1,200 lady clerk is appointed 
in the place of a man it adds anything to the 
expense. It does not add a dollar. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iam myself in favor of 
the proposition of the Senator from Maine, to 
give the ladies á chance to be ‘appointed, and 
I would if I had the administration of the Gov- 
ernment give one half of the clerkships in the 
Departments to ladies. [believe they would dis- 
charge the duties as well, as faithfully, and as 
efficiently as men ; and tothe extent of clerkships 
here I think ladies may properly be employed 
in nearly all clerical duties. But that is not 
this proposition, This proposition is to add to 
the pay of-the temporary female clerks, to give 
them the. same pay now paid -to the clerical 
' force of the various Departments as fixed by 
law. 

But this is merely collateral ; it illustrates, I 
think, pretty well the necessity for a careful 
| attention to the general subject of our appro- 
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tiations, I will therefore make this bill, which 
is the first of the series of appropriation bills, 
the text of some general observationsin regard | 
to our taxation and our expenditures, which | 
may be of interest, and will probably save time | 
in the future. | 

Mr. SHERMAN proceeded to address the | 
Senate on the receipts and expenditures of the 


ation, and the proper mode of reducing tax- 
ation. [His speech will be published in the 
Appendix.) a a 
Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will the 
ator yield to me for one moment? 
Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


Sen- 


Government and the general question of tax- ` 


4 
i 
i 


tion. I hagarded the assertion that upon ex- 
amination of the speeches of Sir Robert Peel 
and of Mr. Gladstone, who had been particu- 
larly referred to by the Senator from Ohio, it 
would be found that as often as they brought 
forward this tax, they did so on grounds of 
very great public necessity, and not as justified 
upon ordinary principles of government or of 
taxation—in fact, a war measure or its equiva- 


! lent. In morethan one, yes, in many places in į 


: the speeches of both those ministers, it will be 


| found thatthey have used expressions in respect ` 
‘| to that tax as strong as the warmest opponent 


of it could desire. 


I submit a ` 


motion that the Senate to-day at half past four :; 
o'clock take a recess until half past seven . 


o'clock. si 
Mr. STEWART. Tthink there is a stand- 
ing rule on that subject. 


ing rule that.on alternate days there shall be ` 
evening sessions, and this being the first alter- 
nate day under that resolution there will be 


seven o'clock unless otherwise ordered. There- 
fore it will be in order on these alternate days 
to move the hour at which the recess shall be 
taken, at half past four, or five o'clock, or any 
other hour. ME 

Mr. SUMNER. Is that rule operative to- 
day or to-morrow ? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is operative ` 


to-day. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. So I under- 
stand. Me i 
Mr. SUMNER. Being on alternate even- 


an evening session commencing at half past | 


ings, I thought it pethensa plied to to-morrow. || 


~ TheVICEPRESIDENT. The Chair thinks | 
that this is the first evening that it operates. 
Mr. SUMNER. Then it applies to Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays. > > iat as 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. It will go apply 
unless otherwise ordered by the Senate. he 
uestion now is on the mation of the Senator 
rom Maine, that the Senate take a recess from 
half past four o’clock. until half past. seven 
o'clock. oe 
.. The motion was agreed to. 
Mr.. CASSERLY. 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN ] announced 


Mr. President, when the l 


; as I stated them; that the tax, though fair in | 


Mill as favoring his views. 
bate I read from the last edition of Mr. Mill’s 
well-known book on political economy, his 
views on this subject, and they are substantially 


` principle, is almost impossible to be adminis- 


; with the actual financial results of the tax. 
chancellor of the exchequer, as is most natural, | 


that he 


lenge which he threw down some time ago ia 


answer to. some remarks of mine against the | 


propases to-day.to take up.the.chal- | 


incometax, and declared himself ready to show | 


the correctness of his position.in favor of re- | 
newing the tax, and the inaccuracy of mine, 
my atteation was at once aroused.. I listened 
to all that part of his remarks with interestand | 
with care. I mustconfess, however, after hav: 
ing heard. the Senator, I did not perceive that 
he succeeded either in making good his own 
position or iu impairing mine. ; 2 oy. | 
. His position then, if I understood it, was 

the same as it is now, that the income tax is 
on E principles in its practical operation | 
and effects a good tax to be. maintained ; whole- 

some in its principle, and equally wholesome 
in its workings. My position was.that, accord- 
ing to what- I had colleeted from the works of 
writers on taxation, from the speeches of 
statesmen and politicians in England and 
elsewhere, and from our experience in this | 
country, one result was clear; that though in 
its theory the income tax appears to. be just 
and equitable, yet in practice it is most unequal 
‘and oppressive, demoralizing in its influence on 
the tax-payers, and never to be resorted to ex- 
cept under the pressure of unusual and extraor- 
dinary necessities of State. oe 

_ In the former debate on this subject I taok 
occasion to say, as the Senator from Ohio has 
‘observed, that though it had been the policy 
of different English ministers within this cen- 
tury to renew the income tax from time to 
time, yet there was nothing in their views or 


in their speeches to militate against. my posi- 


|| expenses of living. 


a : tered equitably or justly. Indeed it is now rather 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Thereisastand- | 


late in the day to deny that in this Mr. Mill states 
very, moderately the concurrent voice both of 
writers and of statesmen. Writers, of course, 
dealing with the theory of taxation, dwell more 


upon the fairness, apparentorreal, ofthe theory, | 
than upon the known unfairness of the tax in | 


practice. Statesmen, on the contrary, dealing 


with practical realities, concern themselves most ' 


A 


is apt tolook with great indulgence upon a tax 
that aids his treasury, and to think little of its 
practical injustice. Th a stronger sense he is 


“To its virtues very kind, 
And to its faults a little blind.” 


But the sum of the whole mass of judgments | 
on. the tax is, and will be found to be, what I | 


stated upon a former occasion, and what I 
have undertaken now very briefly to repeat. 

_ OF course I cannot pretend to reply now at 
any length, or, except in the most unpremedi- 
tated way, to the prepared speech of the Senator 
from Ohio.upon this subject. I ought not to 
sit down, however, without making my pro- 
test against the assumption which runs through 
his entire speech: that ‘‘the clamor,’’ as he 
calls it, against the tax proceeds from the 


rich. Were this so, the clamor would indeed | 
be ‘‘scandalous,’’ as he says, for the rich as ` 
But I do | 


a class notoriously shirk the tax. 
not understand the opposition to the tax as the 
Senator does. In my judgment, the pressure 


of the tax is felt most by men of middling and ` 


small means, who are the body of the people 
and the main-stay of our free institutions ; 
and among them most of all by those of 


| wars in that time. 
| flowing treasury, with a surplus of £2,000,000, 
The Senator from Ohio. has spoken of Mr. | 
In the former de- ; 


shown by the author of the income tax, by the 
continuous history in Great Britain, by writers 
on political economy, and especially by the 
very authors that the Senator named himself, 
that the income tax is the most just and equi- 
table-that could possibly be levied. 

The honorable Senator seems to think that 
the income tax is only a war tax to be levied 
on an emergency. Why, sir, for twenty years 
it has been levied in England. England has 
not been engaged in any considerable war for 
twenty years. She has had one or two small 
This year, with an over- 


or over ten million dollars—an enormous sur- 
plus—they do not repeal the income tax, but 


: reduce it. 


Mr. BAYARD. Increase or diminish it as 
the war emergencies may determine. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir. England for 
twenty years has maintained in peace and in 
war, with a surplus revenue and without it, 
the income tax asa part of her system; and 
every writer on political economy who has 
written for twenty years, I venture to say, has 
concurred in it. I have read an extract from 
the writings of Mr. Mill; and Mr. Peel, to 
whom the honorable Senator from California 
referred, was the person who proposed the re- 
newal of the income tax in a time of peace, in 
1842, in order to equalize the burdens as be- 
tween taxes on property and taxes on con- 


| sumption; and it has been continued from 
i that day 


to this. In Tory or in Whig times, 
through all the fluctuations of English politics, 
every administration has concurred in keep- 
ing up the income tax, whether there was a 
surplus revenue or not. It is true they re- 
duced it, and they have got it down now to 


i about two per cent., a little lower than we have 


` ours; but they commenced with it at three 


percent. I hope to live long enough to see it 
reduced in this country below three per cent. 
Perhaps we. shall follow the English course, 
and take off the burden from property, from 
those who consume. 

But the honorable Senator seems to think 
nothing of an income of $1,000 a year, after 
taxes are paid and rent and all the other ex- 
emptions, There are seven or eight different 
exemptions from income before the tax is 
levied. Does my honorable friend know that 
there are only two hundred and seventy thou- 
sand families in this country whose income is 
above $1,000 a year with these exemptions off? 


', I have here an official table showing that those 


fixed incomes and those who live upon sal- |; 


aries derived. from, others. 
Neither do [agree with the Senator from 


Ohio that the present exemption of $1,000 is | 
sufficient... The Senator.speaks of a surplus as `| 
though the income tax law allowed for the | 
It does nothing of the : 
sort, as everybody: knows. ` How far willour . 
$1,000 go, I pray the Senator from Ohio, : 
towards satisfying the household expenses of | 
afamily even in moderate circumstances, either 


in town or country? In my judgment, that 


l! are. several members of the same family. 


who pay this income-tax, after the exemptions ` 


are made, number only two hundred and sev- 
enty-three thousand all told; and some a ati 
ne 


‘| family may furnish a dozen persons who pay 


feature.of the income tax law which limitsthe ` 


exemption to $1,000 is contrary to the firstprin- i 


ciples of taxation, especially under democratic 
institgtions. 


ation that the mere right of the mass of the 
people to live never should be taxed. 


. Upon some other occasion, when as I sup- . 
pose the question of the renewal of the income | 
tax in any shape comes before the Senate | 
directly, I may ask the indulgence of the Sen- | 
ate for some further observations on the subject. - 


Mr. SHERMAN. The honorable Senator 
from California says truly that I undertook to 
demonstrate that the income tax was the most 
fair and just tax that could be levied. I did 
not undertake, however, to convince him. He 
states my obligation a little stronger in that 
respect than, J think, I undertook. I bave 


I take it. for granted that it : 
ought to be a fundamental idea in all-our tax- | 


income tax. Probably there are not one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand families in this country 
who havean income of $1,000ayear. Allthe 
farmers of the country are practically exempt 
unless they have income from. other sources. 
I had the official figures bere but did not deem 
it necessary to refer to them. The income of 
the great body of our population, more thao 


: nine tenths—yes, more than nineteen twen- 


tieths—is -not $1,000 after deducting the ex- 
emptions provided for by law; so that the pres- 
ent income tax is only upon the wealthy classes, 
comparatively. My honorable friend is. mis- 
taken in supposing that everybody is so rich 
as to have an income of $1,000, after paying 


-| taxes and house-rent. 


Mr. STOCKTON, I should like to ask the 
Senator whether the table he has is derived 
from the income returns? If so, the simple 
question is whether those returns can be relied 
upon. That is one of the great objections that 
is made to the law. a2 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator does injus- 
tice to these income returns, because the law 
allows a deduction of all that a man raises and 
is consumed in his own family. That substan- 
tially exempts the great mass of the farmers; 
and the exemptions extend so far as really to 
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Jeave the tax only ori the surplus incomes of 
the rich, who have the benefit of this $1,000 
exemption as well as the poor. This tax, 
therefore, which yields us $37,000,000, is levied 
on two hundred and seventy thousand people. 
Every one of them must have $1,000 a year 
after paying his rent, after consuming all that 
he raises, if he can, after paying his taxes, and 
having other exemptions that are provided for 
by law. 

"Mr. SAWYER, Willthe Senator allow me 
to ask him a question on that point? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not wish to extend 
the debate. 

Mr. SAWYER. Only one moment. He 
says that the law allows the farmer to deduct 
from his income that which is consumed in his 
family. I ask if that is not one of the very 
objections to the income tax, in that the me- 
chanic, who has to buy precisely those things, 
ig compelled topa a tax on their value. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have statistics on that 
point. There is not a mechanic in the United 
States who depends on his labor for his liveli- 
hood who pays an income tax unless he is a 
man who receives a large salary as the foreman 
of a great shop or something of that kind, 
because the exemption now covers all kinds 
of mechanical employments except those who 
receive salaries for extraordinary services, 
rather in the nature of professional services, 
like a good lawyer——~ 

Mc. FOWLER. Mr. President—~ 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think this 
debate has run about as long as it should. 

Mr. FOWLER. When this subject comes 
up regularly I propose to say something upon 
it. There may be but two hundred and seventy- 
three thousand people— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I ask what is 
the question before the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is noth- 
ing pending before the Senate, no motion of 
any kind, 

Mr. FOWLER. I shall occupy but one mo- 
ment. There may be but two hundred and 
seventy-three thousand people who pay the 
income tax; but, sir, who paysit in the end? 
It all comes off the laboring element after all ; 


so that every dollar of tax that is placed upon | 


those two hundred and seventy-three thousand 
people, or even a less number, must come off 
the mechanics and the laboring interest of the 
country finally.. Itdoes not exempt the labor- 
ing interest, because the tax is placed ona 
ew. 
are concerned. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. As there seems to be 
no amendment pending, I desire to offer an 
amendment on page 5. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish my friend would 

allow me to say a word on this matter that is 
now under discussion. 
- Mr. TRUMBULL. I will offer my amend- 
ment, and then the Senator can do so. I move 
on page 5, in the clause in relation to the Capi- 
tol police, to increase their pay as fixed in the 
bill, or rather to leave it as it now is according 
to existing law. I will state that the bill ag it 
stands strikes down the pay of the privates 
some $500. I have sent to the chairman of 
the Committee on Appropriations the amend- 
ment which I had prepared on this subject. I 
can, however, repeat it. On page 5, line 
ninety-seven, the bill reads, ‘‘ for one captain, 
$1,800.’ I propose to strike out ** $1,800” 
and insert ‘* $2,088.” That was the former 
poy. “One lieutenant, $1,500.’’ I propose 
to strike out ‘'5’’ and insert ‘' 8,” so that it 
will read ‘*$1,800.’’ ‘Thirty privates, at 
$1,080 each.’’ Instead of ‘$1,080 I pro- 
pose to insert *‘ $1,584.” ‘And eight watch- 
men, at $900 each.’ I propose to make it 
read ‘‘ $1,000 each.’’ That isthe present pay 
of those officers. _. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Illinois moves to amend the clause mak- 
ing an appropriation for the Capitol police iu 
the manner he has stated. The Chair under- 


It makes no difference, so far as they | 


|| Senate to restore the proviso at the end of this 
`; Clause in the following words: 

Provided, That no disabled soldicr shall be dis- 
charged by reason of this act. 

The Senate strack that out on the ground 
that they had not reduced the Capitol police. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I intended to 
ask the Senate to restore that proviso. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection it will be restored, as it was stricken 
out by an error, as the chairman states. The 
proviso will therefore stand in the bill. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understand that the 
number of watchmen is reduced from twelve 
to eight. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The number is reduced. 
I will state for the information of the Senate 
that there were two lieutenants of the Capitol 
police formerly, and each lieutenant was paid 
$1,800. Now, this bill provides for only one 
lieutenant at $1,500. There were formerly, 
or are at present, twelve watchmen. This 
bill reduces the number to eight ; but the bill 
not only reduces the number, bat reduces the 
pay. It reduces the pay of the privates of 
the police, as will be seen, $500. My atten- 
tion was called by some of the police about 
the Capitol to the fact that their salaries, 
among all the salaries of officers here, were 
being reduced, and they desired me to eall 
the attention of the Senate to it. That is the 
only object I have. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
does not propose to restore the namber of 
watchmen ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir. Let thenum- 
ber be reduced; but there would seem to be 
RO propriety in reducing the salaries of these 

articular officers, of ail others. I donot know 

ow these persons are to live on $1,000 or 
$900.apiece. Their duties require them to be 
in attendance here the whole time. Of course 
they can do nothing else. I think they are on 
duty some twelve hours. I do not see myself 
the propriety of making this reduction, and at 
their instance I make the motion to restore 
their pay to what it was before. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will ask 
the Senator from Illinois, before he sits down, 
if it is not a fact that moat of these officers are 
honorably discharged soldiers, many of whom 
have families ? Poe Mr OAR OS 

Ife. TRUMBULL. I know that is the case 
wita some of them. 

Mr. CORBETT. 
with some of them. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If that is so 
it is clearly impossible for them to live oa any 
reduction of their pay. 

Mr. COLE. I wish to propose an amend- 
: ment, which properly comes ia connection with 
the amendment of the Senator from Illinois; 
< and that is to increase the lieutenants from 
‘| one’ to ‘two."’ There should be two lieu- 
~ tenants of the Capitol police. I believe the 

law provides for two, and it is rendered neces- 

sary by the fact that a lieutenant has to have 

charge of each watch. But one lientenant of 

course can be on dutyatatime. Heis on duty 

with his watch, or for twelve hours, and another 

lieutenant is necessary to be on duty for the 

other twelve hours. I believe this was an over- 
. sight in the bill, I think the chairman of the 
committee acquiesces in the proposed amend- 
ment. It is one, in my judgment, eminently 
proper, and I propose that it be made in con- 
nection with the amendment of the Senator 
from Illinois. If he will move it, or consider 
it moved by him, I shall be obli to him, 
inasmuch as it comes in connection immedi- 
ately with his proposition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 
. California can move it as an amendment to the 
| amendment of the Senator from IHinois. The 


I know it to be the case 


i 


| amendment of the Senator from Illinois is sim- 
` ply to restore the pay, without changing the 
i| number of policemen. The Senator from Cali- 


stands the Senator from Maine, representing 1 
the Committee on Appropriations, to ask the : 


fornia proposes to amend the amendment by in- 
creasing the number of lieutenants from tone” 
to “two,” the number now employed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam not advised in re- 
gard to that amendment. The Senator, | pre- 
sume, is, or the chairman of the Commiitee on 
Appropriations may know the necessity for it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will state that 
the Committee on Appropriations intended to 
keep the Capitol police force intact—did not 
intend to change the force. The original force 
embraced two lieutenants, and by some inad- 
vertence but one was incinded in the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from California to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Iilinois, so as to provide for two lieu- 
tenants of the Capitol police. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment as amended. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That involves 
an amendment in line ninety-eight; after the 
word ‘‘doflars,’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be 
regarded as part of the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from California. ‘he question recurs on 

athe amendment as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I wish 
simply to ask a question of my colleague, to 
whose speech this morning I listened with very 
great interest and I may say with grent instruc- 
tion. He made a distinction between the in- 
come tax and all other taxes levied that seems 
at first sight quite scientific. He says the in- 
come tax is a tax on profits; the other taxes 
levied by the Government are in the main 
taxes on consumption. The doubt in my mind 
is whether the income tax is not as mach a tax 
on conaaiptioy as any other; whether it is 
not as mach a tax on consumption as customs 
duties. Nobody pays it but a person who has 
an income; but that is derived from some form 
of property in general or from some trade or 
profession that produces income. Bat is it not 
true that the person who pays that income tax 
puts it on to the property or to the means from 
which he derives his income? Take, for in- 
stance, a man whose income is derived from 
rents and who pers an income tax on the rents 
he receives ; does he not enhance his rents? 
Take the case of a farmer who pays an income 
tax; does he not exhance the price of the pro- 
ducts he sells? So of the merchant and so of 
everybody else who pays an income tax. Thus 
in the end do not ail taxes; except a direct tax 
on property, which is not productive, which is 
only levied by the States and not by the Gen- 
eral Government, come out of the consumers? 
If ed is the case, was my colleague entirely 
right? 

hile I am up I will say that this is a ques- 
tion of very great interest. My impression is 
that the great mass of the people of Ohio are 
in favor of the income tax. It may be because 
the great mass of them do not pay it, and it 
may be that they do not see exactly that it 
comes down upon them in the shape of in- 
creased prices for what they consume; but I 
am very much of the opinion that the mass 
of the people of Ohio are rather in favor of 
the income tax ; and perhaps for another rea- 
son, that it is the only tax the bondholders pay 
on their bonds. I think if my colleague shall! 
succeed in passing his founding bill exempting, 
as it proposes to do, the bonds from even the 
income tax, then there will be scarcely any- 
body in Obio in favor of the continuance of 
the income tax. Those who are in favor of 
taxing the bonds are now glad to have even 
this little increment of taxation upon them in 
the form of the income tax, rather thao that 
they should escape all taxation whatever. 

Bat what I rose to do was, on account of the 
superior knowledge my colleague has on sub- 
jects of this kind, to ask him whether in point 

n of fact his classification is scientificallycorrect; 


inserting the word “‘each.’’- 
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whether, in point of fact, the tax upon income 
is not added by the person who pays it to the 
price of the commodity he sells that produce 
the income, or to the rent which he receives 
which goes to make up the income? 
Mr. SHERMAN, I think my colleague will | 
have to draw a great tax upon his ingenuity to 
convince the people of Ohio that they get an - 
jncreased price: for their: corn and produce . 
because of the income tax, when: ouly one 
farmer out a hundred in Ohio pays any income 
tax. I take it as a matter of course the income - 
tax falls on property. ‘There are classes of 
income tax that do fall on the consumer, as 
when a client employs my colleague as.a law-.: 
yer, and he has to pay an income tax on hisfee, 
he naturally charges that over to his client. 
But the citizens of Ohio generally are.not so 


fortunate, and it only falls on those who have | 
income. It is laid down by the books, and in | 


England, where the subject of income,tax has 
been elaborated far more than we have had | 
occasion to do, it is always called a direct tax | 
on property. The Senator from Delaware i 
.[Mr. Bayarp] can inform my colleague very. 


accurately, about that, because: he insists this is | 
the ‘‘direct tax’? named in the Constitution. . 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Now I trust I | 
shall be allowed to go on with the bill. 

Mr. THURMAN. Oneword more. There i 
is no appropriation to furnish custom-houses |! 
in this bill, and..therefore L will let it alone. | 
[Laughter.] In ‘one sense it is true that | 
almost all taxes in the end fall upon.the con- 
sumer, even in the case of direct taxes such 
as are levied by the States. . A State levies a ' 
tax on land. If it is wholly unimproved. land 
the tax-payer has no opportunity to. shift that 
tax upon anybody else; but.if it is improved | 
land, be puts that tax, or something on account | 
of his payment of that tax, on the, price of the 
commodities he raises; orheincreasesthe rent, 
if be rents the land to tenants. . So that in the 
end almost all taxation falls. upon: the con: | 
sumer. It, is. very difficult to find a case in. 
which it dces not.. There are : exceptional. 
cases; but in a country where all property is. 
productive; in a country where there is no 
unproductive land, as there is in this country, 
or no unproductive capital, it might almost:be. | 
said as an axiqmatic.truth that inthe end all » 
taxation falls. upon the consumer,» +t; 
Mr. MORTON. ` Mr. President, it seems to, | 
me that this particular discussion should not i 
be allowed to. pass away without samething | 


being said in. regard to the duty of Congress to | 
reduce the.duties upon certain necessaries of | 
“life imported, which are not produced in thig | 
country, and which will raise no dispute on, || 
yexed questions. Now, take for example tea | 
and coffee, two articles that may be said to be | 
articles of prime necessity. These articlegare | 
consumed by the poor almost as much as by. | 
the rich. A. poor family. pays taxes to the 
Government in the way of dyties upon these | 
articles almost to. the same extent that a rich | 
family does.. A poor family that has‘anincome | 
of $600 per'annum derived from days’. work | 
will pay almost as much tax on these articles. | 

| 

ji 

| 

{ 


to the Government as a rich family that has an. 
income of. $6,000 


per aunum derived from. 
property or bonds. begets eee 

Now, sir, there is in this matter an absolnte, | 
hardship, and. injustice. -The whole country: | 
understands it, and I think there is a common | 
sentiment, all over the nation demanding that 
the duties upan these articles ofnecessity which | 
enter so largely into the consumption of the 
poor should to gome extent be reduced. “That | 
can be done without much trouble; ‘it is not a | 
very complex subject; it does not involve any. | 
of those questions upon. which the countyy.is 
so much divided, and, I would say that it is, 
the duty of this Congress before it adjourns to | 
provide. to some extent for the reduction of 
the taxes upon these articles of prime necessity. 
_ The injustice arising from.the presentduties, 
on these articles of necessity. it requires; no | 


argument to. show; we all understand it; and | 
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we aannot-eanvinee the people that there is 
not time. and that there.is not reason for the 
reduction, to some extent, of these onerous 
duties. To talk about repealing the income 
tax, entirely, which falls upon a man because 
he has got the income, and to leave the tax 


: upon tea and coffee to be paid out of the hard 


earnings of the poor, it seems to me is an 
injustice which needs but to. be stated to be 
understood by everybody. I do not intend to 


make any argument upon the income tax; but > 
I say that in regard to these necessaries of life, | 
` consumed by every class in almost equal quan- 
` tity, there ought to be no dispufe; and there | 


ought to be no division of opinion in this 
Senate upon,the propriety of taking some steps 
toward their reduction. 

Mr. HOWE. I-desite to ‘move an amend- 
ment to this bill, in pursuance of a notice which 
I gave the other day- On page 10, in line two 
hundred: and twelve, I move to strike out 
‘6 $2,592)’. and insert $4,000." 

The VICE. PRESIDENT. It is in lines 
two hundred: and nineteen and two hundred 
and twenty of the bill, as reprinted, in regard 
to the.compensation of the Librarian of Con- 
gress, 


Mr. HOWE. Yes, sir; the bill has been | 


reprinted.’ This is the bill laid on my 


desk 
this morning. - : 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Theamendment | 
' ig in lines:two. hundred and nineteen and two | 


hundred and twenty of page 10 of the reprinted 


_ bill. The Secretary will report the amendment, 


It is from the Committee on the Library, the ; will be a great number of other amendments 


i of the same kind. 
re _ . | Minnesota will not press it. 
The amendment is in || 


Chair understands. . . 
Mr. HOWE. Yes, sir. 
. The CHIEF CLERK. 
page 10 of thẹ- reprinted bill, under the head 
of .“‘ Librarian of -Congress,’’ lines two hun- 
dred and nineteen and two hundred and twenty, 
to strike out.‘' $2,592” and insert ‘'$4,000;”’ 
30 ag; to read, ‘‘for compensation of the Libra- 
rian. $4,000..’ ts A 
The amendmient: was agreed to. T 
: Me RAMSEY. I offeran amendment, to 
ċome'in. on page 48, after the word dollars, in 
line-elaven handred:and fifty-seven, “for addi- 
tional compensation for the topographer of the 
Post Office Department, $1,200.” `I send to 
the desk to be‘read a communication from 
the Postmaster General, which explains that 
amendment. t 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
S niche SN Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuineton, D. C., May 7, 1870. 


Sm: Thave the honor to recommend to the favor- 
able consideration of yourcommittee anincrease of 
the salary. of the topographer of this Department, 


; whose services, in my opinion, are justly entitled to | 


a.higher rate of compensation, commensurate with 
the importance of the position and the care and skill 
regpired in the discharge of ita duties. 


o topographer is charged with the preparation j 


of tho post route maps of the United States, a work 
of very great importance to the: efficient .manage- 
ment of the postal service, and requiring the highest 
order of artistic skill for its proper execution. The 
elaborate post route mips ‘already completed ‘and 
issued by! the Department-fully attest his superior 
qualifications, and the efficiency. with which he has 

ischarged his duties. By the law of March 3, 1853, 
the tópographer for this Department was rated as a 
fourth-class ¢lerk,.at-a salary of $1,800 per annum, 
and although his duties havesince greatly increased, 
both as regards the amount of work he performs 


and the character of the work, nd-inerease has been | 
madein hissalary. T think his present compensa; | 


tion, is wholly inadequate. and respectfully .recom- 
weng an increase of his salary to 0 per annum, 
Tam, very. respectfally) your obedient servant, 
as vo: (JOHN-A. J. CRESWELL, 
eae ty ost 1, Postmaster General, 
Hon, ALEXANDER RANSEY, Chairman ‘Commiitee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, United States Senate, 
I ask that the 


. Mr, MORRILL, of Meine: 
amendment-be stated again. | 
The VICE.PRESIDENT,. 
will be read. gee Sige de | 
The amendment, was redd. Bt a 
Mr. MOBRILL,.of Maine. . How does the 
Senator from:Minnesota understand that that 
will make this officer’s:spay? = >x 
_ Mr. RAMSEY... He is now-a fourth-class 
clerk, receiving $1,800 salary. - Thé proposir. 


The ainendment 


| tion is to increase his compensation to $3,000 


‘ salary to that amount. 


a year. He is esteemed by the head of the 
Post Office Department to be an officer of sut 
ficient capacity to justify an increase of his 
Others, whose talent 
and ability is of a much lower grade in many 
Departments of this Government, have had 
their salaries raised to sums even larger, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I suggest that 
this seems to be an awkward way to do what 
is proposed. If the design is to raise the 
salary, let the amendment say precisely what is 


t meant. 


Mr. RAMSEY. The amendment does say 


' precisely. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. As this particular 
bill appropriates for the salaries of these offi- 
cers, why not say directly that the appropriation 
for this salary shall be $3,000? 

Mr. RAMSEY. It says just what is eqniv- 
alent. This officer now ranks as a foarth-class 
clerk and receives $1,800; add to that $1,200, 
and the result is $3,000. A very simple pro- 
cess of addition will produce that result. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Not being so 
ready:in that direction as-the Senator from 
Minnesota, that suggestion did not occur to me. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My friend from Maine 
will allow me to make a suggestion. I have 
looked at this proposition, and what is it? 
Here is a fourth-class clerk who thinks he 
ought to have a salary of $3,000. He would 
not resign his office, 1 imagine, if it were not 
given. If this-amendment be adopted there 


I trust the Senator from 


Mr. RAMSEY. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
It will not necessarily bring here a great num- 
ber of other applications of the same kind. 
This is an officer who has special and important 
duties to perform. . 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is to put a fourth- 
class clerk at a higher salary than the chief 
clerk or any other clerk in any Department. 
It would put him on the same grade as the 
Second and Third ‘Assistant Postmasters Gen- 


eral. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, I doubt whether 
there is anything peculiar in this case. 

Mr. RAMSEY. This officer is already des- 
ignated as topographer. He is virtually the 
head of a particular branch, or you may call 
ita bureau. The talents required of him are 
peculiar and of such a nature, that you can 
afford to pay well for them. He is constantly. 
employed. His maps are very creditable to 
him and to the Department. When he went 
into that position many years ago there were 


| two. or three assistants essigned to him. They 


were then sufficient; but under the growth 
of the business of the Post Office Depart. 
ment and,the multiplication of these maps, 
he is constantly employed, and with a great 
number of assistants. The Postmaster Gen- 
eral gives it as his opinion that*he is entitled 
to an increased compensation because of the 
service he re 


he renders, of which the Postmaster 
General'is cognizant; and the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads agreed in this 
opinion, and hence I have offered this amend- 
ment. | ; aa tek : 
-~ The amendment was rejected—ayes six, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I have another ameodment 
to propose, to come in at the clause appropri- 
ating tor the Post Office Department, after line 


eleven hundred and sixty-eight on:page 48: 


| tion’ 


That the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Officé 
Department be; and he. is. hereby, agthorized to 
charge to the appropriation *'for mail transporta- 

the salary and per diem of the assistant super- 
intendent of the postal railway servico; to the appro- 
priation “for.the money-order system’ tho salary 
and per diem of the special agenta detailed for that 
service; and to the approprigtion or the frec- 
delivery system,’”’. thé salary and per diem of the 
special. agent detailed for that service ; this previs- 
ion to apply to the appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1870, as well as to the subsequent 
appropriations for the postal service. =": : 


=e ge 


1870. 


Mr. SHERMAN. [ask if thatis not a way 
to raise the salaries of those officers? 

Mr. RAMSEY. Not at all. lt does. not 
raise a salary. It simply charges against cer- 
tain funds the compensation of certain officers 
who are assigned to duty under those particular 


heads. : 
Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator says so . 


that is the end of it, but my impression is 
what I have su gested, a f 

Mr. RAMS Ni . There is a letter of the Post» 
master General on the subject.which I desire 
to have read. 


: Mr. SHERMAN. Bat the effect of charging | 


these salaries to a particular fund is to place 


the amount of them at the discretion of the ; 


Postmaster General. 

Mr. RAMSEY. This amendment does not 
increase the compensation of an officer ; it does 
not increase the appropriation in any respect ; 
it simply charges against certain funds the com- 
pensation of officers who render. duty in that 

articular branch of service. 

Mr. SHERMAN, My impression is that the 


money expended for the money-order system : 


is paid out on the order of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, while the money for these regular salaries 
is paid from the ‘Treasury Department. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Ifthe Senator will give his 
attention to the reading of the letter of the 
Postmaster General he will see exactly what 
is meant. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The effect is 
this, I understand, that it does transfer from 
one fund the amount specified here to another. 
I inguire of the Senator whether that is not 


the effect of it; whether it does not increase | 
one fund by so much as is here specified? .. . : 


Mr. RAMSEY. There are certain officers 


appointed to particular duties, and. there are | 


! s A . . 

i railway servico, per diem five cents.......... 
f 
t 


funds appropriated to that particular service. . 


est of the Postmaster General issim- | bar O í J 
cause the service is rendered in that particular 


The requ 
ply to charge the servicesof these officers upon 
that particular fund. It is a very proper thing. 
The letter will explain it. — l 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Mi ta asks that a letter b d. Iti A an 
Toy aae a E lotoe paradis i be charged to it, and the appropriation should 


will be reported. : 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


- Posr Orrick DEPARTMENT, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 10, 1870, . 
Sm: I beg leave to call your attention to the fol- 
lowing statement in relation to expenditures on 
account of the appropriation for “detecting and pre- 
venting mail depredations, and for special agents.” 
While I have been anxiously desirous. to keep 
within the limits of the appropriation for the pur- 
poses referred to, the demands of the: Department 
consequent-upor the extension of the postal railway 
system rendered it necessary to designate a certain 
class of special agents for duty in that particular 
department, as also one each for the money-order 
and free-delivery service... te yd 
_ In consequence of this, while the number of special 
agents for ordinary duty has been reduced, the ex- 
penditare for the current fiscal year will probably 
exceed the appro: riation about fifteen thousand dol- 
jars, and as I wish to avoid the necessity of askin 
for a deficiency appropriation for this purpose, 
would suggest the adoption of the inclosed joint reso- 
lution, or one of a similar character, by which the 
Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office Depart- 
ment will be authorized to charge the salary.and per 
diem ofthe class of officers named to the several ap- 
propriations for those branches of the postal service 
to which their respective duties pertain. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your | 


bedient 
obedient servants JOHN A, J. CRESWELL, , 


Postmaster General. 
Hon. ALEXANDER Ramsey, Chairman Committee on 


Post Offiees and Post Roads, United States Senate. 
À . _, Statement. > 
Expenditares for special agents and mail depre- 
ations: 
First quarter, current fiseal year..............827,959 89 | 
. Second quarter, current fiscal yea .. 28,252.18 
Third quarter, current fiscal year............ 28,817 11 
f i ` $85,025 18 
Average expenditure per quarter, $28,341 73. 
Amountof appropriation ...........ccesereese $100,000 00 
xpended for three quarters, as above...... 85,025 18 
Balance of appropriation on hand............ 14,974. 82 
Average expenditure for quarter.........-..0.. 28,341 73 


“ Leaving deficiency for fourth quarter..... $13,365 91 
pie gap yet cone O 


i 
! 
| 
| 


' Department, and it ought to be charged to that | 
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Amount paid five superintendents of postal railway 
service, salary $1,600 each 20.2.0... ccceceseeeccces na 3,000 
ts of postal 


Amount paid five, superintenden 


; g 18,125 
Amount paid, ono special agent for money 


order service:. : 


Salary... aceoesoee aerate ate Pen $1,690 
Per diem three cents 1,095 


Pe eer rere rtrrrord 


and preventing mail depredations.” 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. AsI understand, | 


$22,515 ; 
Being $22,515 of the appropriation of $100,000 neces- `; 
' sarily expended for services other than *' detecting |: 


this is in the nature of a deficiency bill to : 


one 

snot 

the state of things. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


enable the Postmaster General to transfer from | 
beige es fund where he has a surplus to ; 
er where he has á deficiency. That is | 


I dislike the name of ` 
transfers so much thatif the Senator from Min- . 


nesota will propose to make a direct appro- ` 
` priation from the Treasury to pay this, I will 
- be willing to compromise on that; but when- 


ever it is proposed to transfer an appropriation 
from one head to another there is always some- 
thing behind. eas 3 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator 


will understand it is nota proposition from the | 


Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; but I suggest to the 
Senator from Minnesóta to make a direct appro- 
priation to pay these agents. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Imerely ‘stated | 
i what I understand to be the effect of it. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think this transfershould | 
be made, even if there was no deficiency, be- | 


Department. When we appropriate so much 


. money each year fora particular branch of 


the service, all the surplus inthat branch should 


: be made with a view of meeting it; but the 


practice has grown up in the Departments of 


i charging this kind of service toanother branch, 
and the Postmaster General is entirely right 


in asking permission to have it charged to the 
branch for which the service is rendered. It 


| will correct the practice of the Department for 


the future, and it ought to be correćteđ. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Minne- 
sota. ies f 
. The amendment was agreed ee ta, 
„Mr. SUMNER. I offer the following amend- 
ment, of which I have given notice, and which 
I am directed. to. move by the Committee on 


section : f 

| ..: And beit further enacted, That the President of the 
United States be authorized to organize and send out 
‘one or more expeditions toward the north pole, and 


‘ to appoint such person or persons ‘as he may deem 


j-nYost fitted to the command thereof; to detail any |! 
officer of the public service to take part in the same, |; 


‘and to use any public vessel that may be suitable for 
| the purpose, the scientific operations of the expedi- 
. tions to be prescribed in accordance with the advice 
| of the National Academy of Sciences; and. that a 
; sum of $100,000, or such part thereof as may be neces- 
gary, be hereby appropriated, ‘out of any moneys 
‘in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be 
expended under the direction of the President. 


I have'no desire to debate the proposition. | 


If the Senate is disposed to act.on it-without 
debate I shall be willing. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, I think we had 
vote it down. vith, a to ie 
The question being put, it was decided that 


better 


i 


ia division wag called for. K 

Mr. SUMNER. As there is 
‘I desire to explain to the Senate the origin of 
this amendment. It will be remembered that 
the Senator.,from Ohio, the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, as long ago as March 


| the amendment appeared to be rejected; and j 


to be adivision, | 


i Foreign Relations. It is to come in as a new | 


| Captaih Hall takes away from 


our own. 


25, introduved ‘‘a joint resolution relative to 
a voyage to the Arctic regioùs,” which on 
his motion was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. By that resolution it was 
represented as follows: I read the preamble: 

* Whereas Captain C.F. Hallisanenterprising and 
experienced explorer, who has made two successful 
voyages in the Arctic regions; and whereas he de- 


sires, in tho interest of science and for the material 
advantage of his country, to make h- voyage of ex- 


: ploration and discovery under the authority and for 
: the benefit of the United St 


**Be it resolved, d&c.” a alae ; 
` The resolve then proceeds to authorize the 
President to supply asteamer, and appropriates 
$100,000 for the. purpose. The committee took 
this resolution into careful consideration; they 
were oecupied upon itat several meetings; they 
heard witnesses; among others, they listened 
for a long time to Captain Hall and also to Dr. 
Hayes, of New York, both of them eminent 
Arctic explorers. The conclusion thatthe com- 
mittee came. to was that. it would be in the 
interest of science and for the dignity of this 
Republic that it should countenance such an 
expedition; but on the evidence. before it the 
committee hesitated to choose between these 
two explorers. They were unwilling to hold 
the scales. They had before them strong tes- 
timony in favor of each. For instance,-1 have 


' here a file of papers, all of which I will not 


read. One, for instance, is a letter from the 


! eminent head of the Coast Survey, Mr. Peirce; 


itis short, and I will read it: ae 
CAYBERIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, April 9, 1870. 
My Dear Sir: I cannot understand how giving.to 
t Hayes. Asto myself, 
I think the cry of north pole is one of those popu- 
lar notions through which much good is done to the 
service of knowledge. The strong letter of Profes- 
sor Henry is to me sufficient justification for the 


i! sapport of Captain Hall, and it seems to me that he 


is well fitted to do good work, and that the attack 
upon him is an unprovoked outrage. That he has 
defects, and especially in scientific culture, is obvious 
enough. But he is modest and acknowledges. his 
own defects, at the game time that he. makes claims 
which seem to me, in my poor judgment, as not un- 
worthy of regard. I am notawarethat any expedi- 
tion has yet returned from the polar regions without 
bringing back its money worth in increase of knowl- 
edge, and Captain Hall’s pend seem to give good 
promise of just as valuable returns. “But I woutd 


i| also be glad to see Dr. Hayes, or any body else, also 


embarked in, enterprises of their own. The polar 
regions are wide enough for many explorers, and no 
harm would come from a little rivalry. Let them 
both go. The cost is nothing for such a. nation as 


- Yours, very truly, ae eee ee 
BENJAMIN PEIRCE.: 
J. E. HILYARD, esq, , , ? 
~ That letter, I may say, is the voice of science 
itself. Professor Pèirce is. known not only in 
our own country but abroad as one of the most 
eminent and. accomplished scientific characters 
that our country:has ever produced; and here 
you ‘have his testimony. 


~ Then-comes a series of resolutions presented 


to the Senate; I think by the Senator from 


New York, [Mr. Conxiine,] adopted bythe 
Geographical Society of New York, April 11, 
1870, as-follows: - 
` ROOMS OF THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOÇIETY, © 
New York, Apri 11, 1870. ` 
The following resolutions are recommended by the 


i council, and were unanimously adopted at the regular 


.monthly meeting of the society: j 


Resolved, That it is eminently desirable that an 
expedition should be fitted out by the Government 
for Arctic exploration and the discovery of the north 


pole. : : 
Resolved, That in view of the great perils and difi- 


culties which attend any attempt to penetrate: the 


Arctic in the vicinity of the pole, and as the objects 
to be attained are scientific, the expedition shoald 
be commanded by a naval officer: of Arctic experi- 
ence, having under him an efficient scientific corps, 
so that an amount of scientific information may at 
least be gathered as will reflect honor upon the coun- 


try and justify the fitting out of the expedition. 


Resolved, That, without assuming to dictate to 
whom the command of it should be _intrusted, we 
would call attention to the fact that Dr. Hayes has 
received the gold medals of the Royal Geographical 
Society of London, and the Imperial Geographical 
Society of Paris, the indorsements of the Imperial 
Socicties of St-Petersburg, the Geographical Society 
of Berlin, the Royal Academy of Sciences of Brus- 
sels, and the Geographical Society of Italy, and hav- 
ing in his last expedition, though provided with very 
insufficient means, reached nearer to the pole than 
any previous. explorer except Parry, he is, in the 


opinion of this society, to be regarded .ag the moat 
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‘able, eminent, and experienced of living American 
Arctic explorers. M 

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be for- 
warded to both Houses of Congress. 

Thus, sir, the committee had before them 
testimony in favor of these two distinguished 
explorers. Hesitating to decide between them, 
not willing to take that responsibility, but at 
the same time uniting in the conclusion, and 
I think they were unanimous, that such an 


expedition should be attempted, that it be- || and to amend the act to provide for the crea- 


sin the 1n ii tion of corporations in the District of Columbia 
commerce, as a representative óf science, for | 


the sake of humanity, for the advancement of |. 


longed to the United States in the interest of 


knowledge, to see that such an expedition 
should be attempted, they directed me to 


report a hill as a substitute for that which had | 
been referred to the committee on the motion |: 
of the Senator from Ohio. At a subsequent day, 


following again the instructions of the commit- 


‘to this appropriation bill. 

Such, sir, is the brief history of this propo- 
sition and how it comes before the Senate at 
this time ; and the simple question is whether 
you will hesitate inthis work. Already thegreat 
Powers of Europe, one by one, have attempted 
‘this discovery—England, Germany, Denmark, 
and we are now told that France is planning 
an expedition. Shall the great Republic alone 
stand aloof? Shall we, who have a greater 
interest in this discovery and in the extension 
of a knowledge of this hemisphere than any 
other Power, shall we be the only one that 
shall not participate in the work ? 

Mr. President, Iam not disposed to enlarge 
on this topic. 
without further explanation. -The amendment 
is simple. 


chim in his discretion to equip one or more 
expeditions.’ I think the work. ought to be 
‘done, and I hope the Senate will now unite 
init. o sss, bros H TA os 
._-The question being put, there were; on a 
‘division—ayes 21, noes 16.; : s ERAS 
Mr. McCREERY. ` I call for the yeas and 
pays. ni he : 
. Mr. SUMNER. I hope not. Let it be 
‘passed in the interest of science. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. No; let-us have fhe 
yeas and nays. Z 
The yeas and nays were ordéred.’--- > > 
Mr.: MORRILL, of Maine. .I-wish to give 
notice that this evening I shall desire to pro- 
ceed with this: bill, © = coy rr ect 
‘The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 
-an the amendment of the Senator:from Massa- 
chusetts. The Secretary will call the roll... © 
„Fhe question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted-yeas 25, nays 25 ; as follows: i 
YEAS—Mesers. Anthony, Buckingham, Cameron, 
-Carpenter, Casserly, Cole, Drnke, Flanagan, Gilbert, 
Harlan, Harris, Kellogg, McDonald, , grill of 
- Maine, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Ramsey, 
Bowyer. tt; ‘“Spragué, Sumner, Warner, and 
ates—2). ` 
NAYS~Messrs, Bayard,Chandler,Conkling, Davis, 
Ferry, Fowler, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of 
Texas, Howard, Howe, Howell, Johnston, McCreery, 
. Morrill of Vermont,: Pomeroy. Pratt, Ross, Sauls- 
‘bury, Sherman, Thayer, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, 
: Willey, and Williams-2.:. -0 ; : 
ABSENT— Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Boreman, 
- Brownlow, Cattell, Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, Fen- 
ton, Hamlin, Lewis, Norton, Pool, Revels, Rice, 
Robertson, Schurz. Spencer, Stewart, Stockton, Vick- 
„ers, and Wijlson—22, as : 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair votes 
‘in the affirmative, and the amendment is agreed 
to. The hour fixed by order of the Senate for 
taking a recess having arrived, the Senate will 
now take a recess until half past seven o'clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The Senate reassembled at half past seven 
o'clock p. m. - ae 


«HOUSE BILLS REFRERED. ' 
The following bills from the House of Rep- 
‘resentatives were severally read twice by their 


Senators will all understand it tend the provisions of section twenty-one of 


i the act approved July 17, 1862, to aliens who 


President of the United States, empowering (tiene: or mag enlist in the naval and maride 


It refers the whole matter to the | 


titles, and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1688) to simplify the 
conveyance of real estate in the District of 
Columbia ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1926) to incorporate the 
American Union Academy of Literature, 
Science, and Art;--- 

A bill (H. R. No. 2005) exempting from taxes 
certain property in the District of Columbia, 


by general law; and 
A bill (H. R. No. 2065) to further amend 


' the law of the District of Columbia in relation 
' to judicial proceedings, and preserve records 
' of marriages therein. 


The following bill and joint resolution were 
severally read twice by their titles, and referred 


b; i x i + i i 7 
tee, I gave notice of the motion which I have |: to the Committee on Foreign Relations 


F ; - | 
now made, to move that bill as an amendment || tary of State to cause to be brought home and 


A bill (A. R. No. 2067) directing the Secre- 


interred the remains of Generals Asboth and 
Steadman, who died in the service of the United 
States abroad; and , . 

A joint resolution (H, R. No. 251). author- 
izing Surgeon George E. Cooper, of the United 
States Army, to accept a gift from the Govern- 
ment of France in aknale denent of services 
rendered. ' : 

The bill (H. R. No. 2080) to exempt vessels 
and canal-boats engaged in the internal and 
coastwise navigation.of the United States and 


| in the fisheries from the payment of tonnage 
| dues was read twice by its title, and referred 


to the Committee on Commerce. 
The joint resolution (H. R. No. 296) to ex- 


service was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee.on the Judiciary. 

_ The joint resolution (H. R. No. 295) donat- 
ing condemned cannon for a soldiers’ monu- 
ment at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee. on Military Affairs. . : 

. BXAMINER OF CGAIMB. ioo -> 


- The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the Housé of Represetitatives to the 
joint resolution.(S. R. No. 120) to provide for 
the sppuintment of an examiner of claims for 
the Department of State and for additional 
clerks in that Department, which was to reduce 
the appropriation from $18,700 to $7,500. 


~ Mr SUMNER. I move that the Senate 


concar in the amendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. |. - 
= Mr. TRUMBULL: My attention was called 
to this matter; and péssibly there may be some 
objection to passing it. This is a joint resolu- 
tion providing for an examiner of claims: for 
the State Department. We have now pènd- 


| ing in the Senate a bill to establish a depart- 
ment of justice. 
tion was called to it, would authorize the ap- 
ointment of.an examiner of claims, and it is 
| said that there are questions in the State De- 
_partment,involving the construction of treaties, 


This.regolution, as my atten- 


which might involve very large amounts of 


‘money, and that this officer might pass upon 
‘the construction of those treaties as to the 


amount of money. to be paid under them. 
Certainly, for so important a matter as that, 
he should have the opinion of the Attorney 


-General, one of the head officers of the Gov- 
ernment. :: Whether this resolution goes that 


far— - 
Mr. SUMNER. I think it does not... I can 


make an explanation. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. My attention was called 


‘to it in that view. ; 


Mr. SUMNER. I havea note, which I have 


-yeceived since dark from the Secretary of State, 
expressing ar anxiety that the resolution should 


be passed without delay. The-clerical assist- 
ance which it provides is needed at the De- 
partment: The Department is actually suffer- 


ing for the want of it. Until some permanent 
arrangement can be made the Department 
needs all that is provided for in the way of an 
examiner of claims. 

Now, as to the suggestion of the Senator in 
a matter of the importance which he indi- 
cates, I have no doubt that the question would 
be referred to the law department of the 
Government; that is, as our Government is 
now constituted, to the Attorney General. The 
object of this resolution is to provide what is 
called an examiner of claims, who shall be 
under the same roof with the Secretary of 
State, to be at hand, within call, and who shall 
aid him in those matters of daily occurrence 
in which he needs the assistance of such an 
officer. The experience of the last year shows 
that such an officer is needed there. As the 
resolution has already passed the Senate I hope 
there will be no question as to it at this time, 
but that the Senate will concur in the amend- 
ment of the House, and let the resolution take 
its course. Should the other and larger meas- 
ure which the Senator from Illinois has in 
charge pass it would necessarily supersede this 
provision. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I should like to ask 
the Senator from Massachusetts if the Russian 
and Mexican claims would not be likely to 
come before this examiner of claims if this 
resolution should pass ? 

Mr. SUMNER. The Mexican claims go 
before the Mexican commission ; the Senator 
is aware that there is a commission sitting. 
This officer could give no decision which would 
be binding, as I understand, on any question 
of claim. He is at hand for the assistance of 
the Secretary of State, who gives the decision. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the resolution went 
no further than that, as the Senate have passed 
it before, I should not make any objection. But 
a member of the other House called my atten- 
tion to it as it passed the House, and stated an 
anxiety about its passage and an apprehension 
on his part that this officer might pass upon that 
character of claims, which I am sure it was never 
intended by the Senator from Massachusetts he 
should do. 

Mr. SUMNER. That issa mistake.  - : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The resolution ought to 
provide against that if it does not, 7 

‘Mr. SUMNER, Let, me remind the Senator 
that this is no new creation. | 
- Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam aware of that. 

Mr. SUMNER. This officer has been in the 
Department now for several years. He is a 
subordinate officer, a sort of assistant to the 
Secretary of State, an’ assistant in legal mat- 
ters. He often drafts a legal paper-a letter, 


|! if you please, which turns on’ some question of 


law. I hope there will, be no question about it, 

Mr. PATTERSON. I voted for this: ex- 
aminer of claims when the matter was before 
the committee, and :4m in favor of such an 


office if the bill establishing a department of 


justice should not pass; but I will say that 


‘both bills have now passed the House, and 
-sustain the same relation in the Senate. 


Mr. SUMNER. Notatall. This resolution 
has already passed the Senate and the House. 


| This was a Senate resolution, whichtwo months 


ago passed the Senate, and it has been delayed 
in the House. oF 
Mr. PATTERSON. 
in the House. d 
Mr. SUMNER. It has been amended in the 
House, and therefore all that the Senate has 


Jt has been amended 


‘to do is to concur or non-concur in the amend- 


ment of the House. I hope the Senate will 
concur in the amendment. 

Mr. PATTERSON. The bill establishing 
a department of justice provides for a solicitor 
of the State Department. 

Mr. SUMNER. - That I understand. 


' Mr. PATTERSON. And it would seem to 


be doing our work over twice if that bill should 
pass, and this one also. 


> Mr. SUMNER. But suppose it does not 
li pass; then what has the State 


Department? 
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Let this pass now, and if the other bill passes, 
this officer can be provided for in that bill. I 
therefore move that the Senate concur in the 
amendment of the House. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on concurring in the amendment of the House 
of Representatives, reducing the appropriation 
from $18,700 to $7,500. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


DIVORCES IN TILE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the 
bill (S. No. 76) concerning divorces in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Task the Senate to con- 
cur in that amendment. This is a Senate bill 
which the House has amended. The amend- 
ment consists of but a few lines, and can be 
read in & moment. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to strike out all of the bill after the enact- 
ing clause and to insert the following in lieu 
thereof: 


That in addition to the causes for which the su- | 


preme court of the District of Columbia may now 


grant divorces from the bonds of matrimony such | 10! 1 
t this evening. 


divorces may be granted for— 

First. Habitual drunkenness for the period of three 
years on thepart of the party complained against, 

Second. Cruelty of treatment, endangering the life 
and health of the party complaining. 

Third, Willful desertion and abandonment by the 
party complained against of the party complaining 
for the full and uninterrupted space of two years. 


Mr. POMEROY. I understand that one of 
the causes for divorce specified in that amend- 
ment is habitual drunkenness for three years. 
Has a person got to stay drunk for three years 
before he can be divorced? [Laughter.] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It must be habitual 
drunkenness. I think the Senator will not 
object that it does not require enough. The 
Senate bill wenta litile further than the House 


bill, but this is substantially the Senate bill | 
which was recommended by the committeeand | 


passed by the Senate. 

Mr. POMEROY. Tagree with the Senator 
that drunkenness is a good eause for divorce ; 
but to require that the party should remain 
three years drunk scems to me to be pretty 
. steep. (Laughter. ] 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the Senator had | 


better not object to it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is | "Pe same t i : 
priation bill under consideration, and we could 


on concurring in the amendment of the House. ' 


The amendment was concurred in. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. STEWART. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of House joint 
resolution No. 86. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I call for the 
regular order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
from Maine demands the regular order. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I want an understanding 
as to what the regular order is. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
order is the appropriation bill. - 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
then I will state what I think it is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The appropri- 
ation bill, in the opinion of the Chair, is before 
the Senate. The Senator from Maine [Mr. 
Hamu] doubts it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to suggest that the 
order for evening sessions was introduced for 
the sole purpose of holding night sessions with 
aview of considering the Calendar, and thereby 
repeals the rule which says that the unfinished 
business shall be first in order at the next ses- 
sion, whichislater. very Senator knew what 
the order was. That was the specific object of 
the resolution, and being the specific object, 
it ought not to be ruled out upon a mere spe- 
cial point of order. Now, I wish to suggest to 
my colleague that that is the fair construction 
of it; but I will not vote against postponing it 
for this evening if my colleague desires to go on 
with the appropriation bill; but that he has the 
right to go on by virtue of the appropriation 
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The regular 


The Senator , 


I will hear the Chair, and | 


| rules upon that point of order. 
remembered that when the Senate was about | 
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bill being the unfinished business at the recess, 
I insist is not what was the understanding of 


the Senate. 
3 Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. Presi- 
ent— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


decide the point of order. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to make | 


a suggestion to my colleague before the Chair 
It will be 


to pass upon this order I rose in my place and ` 
inquired whether it would supersede the appro- |! 


priation billin any contingency, and especially 
referring to precisely such a case as is raised 
now, and put the supposition to the Chair 
whether if the regular order was an appro- 


riation bill, as now, it would interrupt it. | 
Thereupon the Senator. from Vermont [Mr. |: 
i| EpMunps] said, by no means; that the appro- 


priation bill would be the order, and would 


continue to be the order; and thereupon I | 
acquiesced, saying that if that was so of course : 
I had no reason to complain. It was upon that | 
supposition that before the recess I gave the : 


| intimation to the Senate of my desire to go on 


Mr. POMEROY. The object of the evening 


i| session, I think, has been truthfully stated by 


the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Hamuin.] I 
remember remarking when I introduced the 
resolution that many Senators, perhaps all 
Senators, wanted some sessions when we could 


go on with the Calendar; that our day sessions | 


would probably be occupied with the appro- 
priation bills, and that I did not see any chance 
of reaching the Calendar unless we had at least 
three night sessions in a week. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Does not the 


Senator remember that I made this observa- | 
tion: that at this period of the session it was | 
not worth while, as I thought, to set aside so ;| 


large a portion of the time of the Senate for 
the consideration of the Calendar, to the ex- 
clusion of the consideration of appropriation 
bills in the evening ? 

Mr. POMEROY. I remember the remark ; 
and I replied to it that if the Senator from 
Maine had all the days, that was all the session 


we usually have, and that this night work was | 


to be extra to our usual labors; but I said at 
the same time that if the Senator had an appro- 


finish it by spending an evening upon it, it was | 


always within the power of the Senate to do so. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. This bill has 
been dragging so long, and as I understand my 
colleague not to object, if the Senator from 
Kansas will allow me, I should like to go on 
with it. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 


Mr. POMEROY. And so do I for to-night. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Bat I do not want it to go 
on as a matter of right; because if we agree 
to that what will we do, or what may we do? 
Just before the Senate adjourns every day 


somebody will get np some question, or ordi- | 
narily there will be some question up, and that | 
will be the unfinished business every day, and | 


we thereby avoid the whole scope and absolute 
intention of that resolution. 

I did not hear the remarks which my col- 
league made at the time he states. They are 


certainly an ample justification for him in his _ 


conclusion ; but they are no justification to me. 
I did not have any such idea of it. Now, sir, 


I think, as a matter of fairness, all of us will | 


vote for it if my colleague will move to post- 
pone this order for the purpose of continuing 
the appropriation bill ; so that we shall not have 
trouble hereafter. That is all I want. Ido 
want to carry out this order, just what was the 
scope and meaning of it, andit has no meaning 
on earth if the other construction isto be given 


to it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. TheChairhas a 
very clear opinion on this subject, and differs, 


If my colleague will allow ; 
me, I want to go on with his appropriation bill ; 
| to-night. 


he regrets to say, with the distinguished Sen- 

ator from Maine in front of the Chair, [Mr. 
| Hawury.] The Senate have made their rules 
! themselves, and they have guarded their rules 
|| so specifically that they state in the fifty-third 
© rule that— 

“No motion to suspend, modify, or amend the 
rules, or any thereof, shall be in order except on 


one day’s notice in writing, specifying the rule to be 
suspended ”’ 


Mr. HAMLIN. Two days’ notice was given 
< in this case, if the Chair please. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
| Maine will suspend for a moment and allow 
the Chair to finish the quotation: 
“specifying the rule to be suspended, modified, or 
amended, and the purpose thereof.” 
. If that language means anything it means 
|. that if the fifteenth rule is to be suspended it 


can only be by a Senator proposing an amend- 
ment to the rules that the fifteenth rule shall 
ii be suspended. The language of the fifty-third 
rule is ‘specifying the rule to be suspended, 
modified, or amended ;’’ and if that is not 
done the rule is not suspended, modified, or 
amended, and cannot be. 

In the second place, the Chair will state that 
i while he occupies the chair, unless the Senate 
| make a rule specifically on that subject, he will 
i not involve them in the dilemma of having on 
‘| one day at one o’clock two bills coming over 
| from the previous day as unfinished business, 
l! one at half past four o’clock and one at the 
|| end of the evening session. He would not 
then know which one to call up; nor would 
| the Senate, probably. ‘The fifteenth rule con- 
| templates that there shall be one bill the un- 
| finished business, if it has not been disposed 
i| of at the session of the day previous, and that 
| that shall have priority over all other business. 
This rule goes to this extent; and it has been 
the every-day usage of the Senate that even 
| where a vote of two thirds—not a bare majority, 
as in the case of the adoption of this resolution 
of the Senator from Kansas—has made a bill 
a special order, the bill that the Senate ad- 
| journed upon the previousevening has priority 

of the bill which had been made a special order 
i| by a two-thirds vote; and this is historical in 
'i the Senate, that it has been the intention to 
make the unfinished business have priority of 
everything else the next day. 

When this resolution was pending the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN, | when the Sen- 
ator from Kansas [Mr. Pomeroy] was about to 
| speak upon it, said : 

“I hope the Chair will decide that question first.” 
That is, what constraction would be given to 
' this resolution, he having stated that his vote 
i upon the resolution would depend upon that 
construction : : 


| “Mr. Pomeroy, I may be mistaken about it. I 
| only want the opinion of the Chair. , 
“The Vice PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that 


i this is a resolution offered in accordance with the 
| twenty-fourth and twenty-sixth rules, by which all 
| resolutions lying over one day can be adopted on 


| any subsequent day by a majority vote of the Sen- 
ate. It is not offered under the fifty-third rule, 
which authorizes the amendment of the standing 
i rules by propositions specifically stating the rule to 
: be amended.” 


i Then the Chair instanced a case, which 
| occurs at this very time, as suggested by the 
| Senator from Ohio : 


' “If the Senate at half past four or five o’clock take 
| a recess, being then engaged in the consideration of 


| an appropriation bill, the appropriation bill woul 
' come up that evening after the recess, unquestion~ 


|| ably ; but à majority of the Senate could pass it over 
without debate, leaving it inits place on the Calen- 
i dar, and then thisresolution would become operative 
‘ for that evening’s session. The Chair will state to 
the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Kansas 
that if he ruled the other way, that is, that the 
appropriation bill should remain as the unfinished 
‘| business at half past four o’clock for the next day, 
then the fifteenth rulo would require whatever the 
Senate: adjourned upon at ten o'clock or twelve 
o'clock at night, atthe close of the evening session, 
also to be the unfinished business, and the Senate 
would have the anomaly of two bills remaining as 
unfinished business of the day and the night session 
for the next day’s action, with a contest as to which 
one should beallowed priority. Thenewrulc, which 
| allows any bill to be passed over without debate, 


| leaving it in its place on the Calendar, obviates thia 
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troublo, enabling tho majority to PEE Senator from Maine differing somewhat in 


to goon with the afternoon business or to passit 
over and devoto tho evenins session to tho business 
contemplated by the pending resolution. 

“Mr. Powgroy. I am satistied with the interpret- 
ation of the Chair. 

“The View Prestpenr. The question is on agree- 
ing to the resolution, as amended. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted.” 


The Chair gave notice at the time to the 
Senate that it was his opinion, and it still 


| opinion from the Committee on Indian Affairs, | 


remains his opinion, that it cannot, except the . 


Senate declare so by a specilic rule, be 
intended that there should be two bills going 
over as the unfinished business for the next 
day. The Chair willadd, furthermore, that he 
is informed that by the usage of the Senate 

revious to his appearing in this body as its 
Presiding Oificer, when a day was assigned 
for the business of a particular committee it 
has always been held to be subject to the un- 
tinished business of the preceding evening, and 
that had to be disposed of first before that 
assignment would operate. The Chair is so 
informed on that subject; he has not been 
here in the discussion of these rules. The 
Senator from Maine demands the regular order, 
and the Chair regards the appropriation bill 
as the unfinished business, unless some Sen- 
ator moves to pass it over. 

Mr. STEWART, 
Maine to allow me to pass a little bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I hardly think 
that my friend from Nevada can ask me to do 
that at the present moment. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What is the 
matter proposed to be taken up? 

Mr. STEWART. House resolution No. 86. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Iam apprised 
that that will give rise to debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
from Maine declines to yield. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. NYE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion (S. R. No. 200) for the relief of Captain 


The Senator 


I ask the Senator from ` 


' | thought it proper to have the matter referred 
to his committee in ample time for that com- 
mittee to act onthe subject. In the event that 


that committee should bring in an amendment © 
carrying out the views of the honorable cbair- : 
man of the committee, probably I would not ' 


offer this amendment now. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It was my indi- 
vidual purpose if that measure should come up 
to offer in the shape of an amendment such a 
proposition as was submitted at the close of 
my remarks, in the way of a resolution recom- 
mitting the bill to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs; and if such a proposition as that were 
made satisfactorily to the chairman of the In- 
dian Committee, I would at the earliest possi- 
ble moment prepare such a proposition. 

Mr. POMEROY. I know very well that the 
Senator from Iowa was broken off in the midst 


of some remarks he desired to submit to the | 
' Senate on this question by points of order and | 


by some Senators claiming that he could not 
discuss the merits of the question on a propo- 
sition to take it up. 


his bill immediately after the appropriation bill 
is disposed of as a separate measure, and letit 


' come before the Senate upon its own merits as | 


a distinct proposition, 

Mr. HARLAN. If I were to consult my 
personal convenience I would answer the hon- 
orableSenator’s interrogatory in the affirmative; 
and if I were to consult my ideas of legislative 
fitness I must also coincide with him in opin- 
ion; but I suppose the Senate will be pressed 
for time now in order to dispose of all the busi- 
ness that it may be necessary to act on between 
this and the 15th of July. I therefore feel 
disposed to conform to the judgment of the 


' Senate. 


John Faunce and other officers of the revenue- - 


cutter Harriet Lane; which was read twice by 

its title, referred to the Committee on Naval 

Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. TRUMBULL submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to the bill (H. R. No. 
974) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 


ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, | 


1871; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
No. 974) making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1871. 

Mr. HARLAN. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs instructed me to offer an amendment 


to this bill, containing the substance of what | 
Before offer- ` 
ing it I will inquire of the honorable Senator - 


is known here as the Osage bill. 


from Maine, to whose committee a copy of the 
bill was referred, whether that committee has 
prepared any amendment, which he intends to 
offer to this bill, carrying out his views on that 
subject. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
bas not been in session since that was pre- 
sented; and somehow I had got an impression 
that the chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs intended to offer that on another bill, 
and had no purpose to offer it on this bill, but 
probably on the Indian appropriation bill. I 
do not know how I got that impression. 

Mr. HARLAN. I gave notice, in pursuance 
of the instructions of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, that I would offer it as an amendment 
to tbis bill. I had two objects in view. I de- 
sired to submit a few remarks on the subject, 
and I also desired an early vote of the Senate 
on the subject-matter of the Osage bill. The 


The committee ; 


‘| Mr. HARLAN. 
| one o'clock. 


| 


f 


il 
i 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


priation bill which I propose to bring before 


the Senate will be the Indian appropriation bill, | 
and to follow this as soon as it suits the con- | 


! venience of the Senate to give me an oppor- 
tunity. [I suggest to the Senator that if it 
would suit his convenience as well I should 
prefer that he would move his amendment on 


that bill; and in the mean time I will submit | 


the proposition distinctly to the committee. 

Mr. PATTERSON. lask the Senator from 
Towa if he will delay for a few moments until 
I offer two amendments that will lead to no 
discussion ? 

Mr. HARLAN. I would prefer to have this 
matter disposed of in some way. I will there- 
fore content myself for the present with saying 
to the Senate that if it should be agreeable to 
them I will move to take up what is known as 
the Osage bill to-morrow morning during the 
morning hour, as soon as the morning busi- 
ness is disposed of, with a view of submitting 
a few remarks; and also with a hope that the 
bill may be disposed of by a vote of the Senate 
at that time. 

Mr. SUMNER. I inquire of my friend 
whether he supposes the appropriation bill will 
be out of the way to-morrow? 

It will not come up until 


| Mr. PATTERSON. On page 21, line fou 
hundred and ninety-four, I move to strike out 


| from the word ‘‘assistant’’ to the word ‘‘dol- | 
l| lars?’ in line four hundred and ninety-five, in- 


! clusive. This simply abolishes the office of 
assistant register of the Treasury. I under- 
stand that this office was created at the time 
Mr. Chittenden was Register of the Treasury, 
` at a time when he broke down in health; and 


| although he had but little, almost nothing to 


do, he has stuck ever since, and his services 

| are not very much needed. — 
.. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New Hampshire moves to strike out 
“ assistant register, $2,000.” 

|- The amendment was agreed to. 


; ae 
| Mr. PATTERSON. On page 82 I move to 
| 
| 


I would inquire of the | 
_ Senator whether he would not preter to submit | 


If the Senator || 
will allow me, I will say that the next appro- «| 


four down to line seven hundred and seventy- 


| Strike out all from line seven hundred and sixty- 
l 
| 


two, inclusive. 
: Mr. POMEROY. What is that? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Itisthe branch mint at 
Carson City. I move to strike out the entire 
appropriation for that mint. I know this wilt 


` be somewhat offensive to my friend from Ne- 


vada, [ Mr. Nye, |] and I regret that I feel obliged 
to moveit. I will simply make the motion and 
state the reasons for doing this, and then leave 
it to the Senate. I do not care to discuss if. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New Hampshire moves to strike out the 
entire appropriation for the branch mint at 

; Carson City. 

Mr. PATTERSON. During the time that 
the Committee on Retrenchment were in Cali- 
fornia we took some testimony on this subject. 
The substance of it was that the mint was not 
needed, that it was of no service to the Gov- 
; ernment, and not required by the interests of 
the Pacific coast. 1 donot propose to discuss 
this matter, but simply to read a few passages 
from that testimony, and leave the matter 
entirely to the Senate. 

I will say, however, that the parties who 
‘were before the committee, so far as [ could 

learn, were entirely reliable men, men who 
© were familiar with the work of assaying and 
of refining both gold and silver, and some of 
them were interested in that work in San 
‘ Francisco. That may have tinged somewhat 
their testimony, or it may not. It will be for 
my honorable friend from Nevada to say how 
that is. One of the parties before the com- 
‘mittee wasa Mr. R. B. Swain. This question 
‘was asked by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
THURMAN : | 


“ State whether, in your opinion, a branch mint at 
Carson City is of any advantage to the Government 
or the public?” 


` Then comes the answer, ‘‘In my opinion it 
is not.’’ The testimony proceeds: 


** Question, Stato the reasons for that opinion. 
‘‘ Answer. There are many reasons why, in my 
': opinion, a branch mint is quite useless thero. In the 
` first place, the production of Nevada is silver chiefly, 
and there is very little coinage of silver. 
- coin in the mint here in San Francisco’all the silver 
, that is taken out of the gold. Gold always has silver 
; in it when it is found, probably one eighth is silver, 
and we do not coin all that. The circulation does 
ii not require that. Consequently it cannot be used 
| for coinage there for the purpose of converting the 
| precious metals into the coin of the country. In my 
Opinion it would not be used as an assay office be- 
cause it has no market for the sale of the precious 
metais, and ail the mining companies have their 
own assayers; what they produce they assay, ascer- 
tain the value of, and send down here to San Fran- 
cisco, or send East, where there is a market forit. 

* Question, ‘Tne silver that comes from Nevada 
simply comes in the shape of bars that have been 
asssyed but not refined? 

** Answer. Not refined. 

: * Question. Do you think the existence of a branch 
‘mint there would have the effect of causing refining 
: to be done there? , 

“ Answer. No, I do not think any refining would 
be done there at all. f 

“ Question. Then youcansee no use whatever forit? 

“ Answer, I should think there was not theslightest 
' use for it, even as an assay office. It might, perhaps, 
be advisable for the public convenience to keep it 
open as anassay office simply, inasmuch as the build- 
ing is there. If there were no building there Į would 
not even recommend the establishment of an assty 
', office. Merchants here do that business well them- 
i gelves. 
‘Question, You see no profit to the Government 
and no particular advantage to tho public by that 
i; branch mint? 3 
i! e“ Answer. No. They cannot possibly do any refin- 
ing there, because it is so much more expensive than 
i it would be here; and the precious metals would 
naturally come here for that purpose.” 


I will alsosend to the Clerk to be read a 

| passage on this subjeet. 

‘\ Mr. NYE. Who is that from? "yp 

Mr. PATTERSON. The Clerk will state 

the name of the witness. . 
The Corer CLERK. Louis A. Garnett testi- 

| fied: 


| “Question. State your opinion, if you have one, 
i whether the public interest is likely to be promoted 
| by the exjstence of a branch mint at Carson city, 

Novada: and if you have an opinion on that subject, 
il state the reasons for it. i : 


We donot - 
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“ Answer. From perfectly natural causes the mint 
at Carson must necessarily be a very heavy tax to 
the Government without any apparent adequate 
benefit, for this reason: the product there is silver, 


which is of little value per ounce, and as the cost of | 
relining or separating the metals is based upon the | 


amount of silver to be dissolved, requiring definite | 
chemical proportions of acids, salts, sulphuric acid, ` 


and zine for its subsequent reduction, it becomes 


much more expensive to refine than gold itself, be-i 


cause it is nearly entirely silver. In the Washoe 
product we have, say, about forty ounces of gold in 


a thousand ounces of mixed metal, leaving nine hun- | 
dred and sixty ounces of silver. Lhe ordinary prac- | 


tical proportion of acid is double the weight of the 
silver to be dissolved ; that is, where the gold and 
silver aro in proper proportions of one third gold 


and two thirds silver by weight, not by value; these | 


are the proportions we mix the metals for the pur- 
pose of refining in the mint, here where we havo 
both gold and silver. Thoe result is that the expense 
of refining silver in Nevada would bo much greater 
than that of refining gold in California; and if the 
jaw is complied with, which is specific and direct, 
that the churges for refining. making bars, &c.,shall 
cover the cost, including labor, fucl, wear and tear 
of machinery, wastage, and everything, the result 
would be a prohibition of minting at Carson. ‘The 
law is explicit that the charge for separating must 
cover the actual cost. To do that they will have to 
establish a tariff at Carson, which will utterly pre- 


clude a single ounce ever going into the mint i 


there, 

“Question. Your opinion, then, is that that mint 
will have no business to do? 

“Answer. Either the mint will have no business to 
do from the high prohibitory tariff it must impose, 
or it must do business at a very heavy loss to the 
Goverument to compete with the advantages the 
owners of the bullion have here in San Francisgo. 
Another reason why such must be the case is that 
under present arrangements it is only at certain 
periods of the year that refined silver is needed for 
the China market, generally from April to June and 
July. Those arethe months when the heavy exchange 
business of the East is carried on with Europe, and 
there is great demand for refined silver; the rest of 
the year there is little or no demand. The result 
must bo—inasmuch as they cannot coin the silver of 
Nevada, because a few hundred thousand dollars 
would so glutthe market for silver, which is nota 
legal tender, that they could scarcely give it away— 
that the operations of that mint must be to separate 
the metals, coin the gold, and make the silver into 
fine bars, which are to be removed to this city just 
ag unrefined bars now are. and to be sold for the best 
price 
delay in separating the metals at that small mint; 


large quantities of silver would be delayed probably | 
This would be a vexatious | 


from ten to fifteen days. 
delay that the miners and owners of bullion could 
notputup with. Here, under present arrangements, 
they get the amount of thcir bullion placed to their 
credit in bank twenty-four hours from the moment 

- they ship it from Virginia City. Gold bullion in the 
various banks here is sold for the European market 
when the exchange is that way; or the silver is sold 
directly to the bankers themselves, who remit it for 
the China market for their own account, when there 
is a demand for fine silver. 


“Another practical difficulty which may not be | 


realized by those gentlemen over there is that where 
you refine gold and silver with an immense excess of 
silver, which must necessarily be the case there, itis 
avery difficult operation. As Thavesaid,the proper 
proportions for refining would be, out of a thousand 
parts, three hundred and thirty-three parts gold and 
six hundred and sixty-six parts silver. That would 
be three hundred and thirty-three ounces of gold in 


a thousand ounces; but as we find the metals exist-' 


ing there, there aro only about forty ounces of gold 
in a thousand ounces of bullion on an average. 
There is, therefore, an enormous excess of silver, and 
there isa practical difficulty in refining metals where 
the silveris in great preponderanceas it is there. It 
cuts up the gold to such an 
it stops the action of theacid. The gold at the bot- 
tom of your refining pots forms animpalpable mud, 
and the action of the acid ceases. You therefore 
cannot get your gold high enough for making the 
proper standard of coin by the first operation of re- 
fining. It also comes out so extremely brittle that 
it bas to be regranulated again with the proper pro- 
portion of fine silver and refined the second time, in 
addition to the first very heavy cost of refining.” 


Mr. PATTERSON. It will be seen by this 
passage, and I might call for the reading of 
many more like this, that the cost of refining 
at Carson City is very much greater than in 
San Francisco, and for two or three reasons. 
First, the ore there has only forty parts of gold 
out of a thousand parts of the bullion. At is 
mainly silver, and very little of gold in a thou- 
sand parts of the bullion. The amount of sul- 
phuric acid and other acids required to bring 
about the refining of this metal is very much 


more than it takes for refining gold in San 


Francisco, and it is almost impossible to do it 
even with a great amount of acids. Then, the 
acid has to be brought from San Francisco to 
Carson City at a great expense. Then, the 


cost of fuel, of wood, there is also another 


they will bring. Morcover, there would, be į 


impalpable powder that | 


item of great expense. I will read from the 


book of estimates of appropriations a passage | 


on that point. 


Mr. NYE. Do you say the cost of wood is : 


higher at Carson City than at San Francisco? 

Mr. PATTERSON. I will read my author- 
ity for that statement. 
of estimates: 


“The superintendent of the Carson City branch 
mint, in his letter to the Director, says: ‘Owing to 
the fact that operations in this branch have not 
been commenced, and our force is not yet organized, 
it is somewhat difficult to obtain an estimate of the 
number of workmen required, especially as the 
probable amount of bullion to be received is at pres- 
ent entirely conjectural. Our estimate for fuel must 
necessarily be high, as we are forced to burn pine 
wood, no other being attainable, and the price 


thereof ranges from five to ten dollars per cord in | 


coin. Ordinary labor is scarcely to be obtained here 
at less than five dollars in currency per day. while 
skilled Jabor commands much higher prices. I think 


i that with close management the amount estimated 


i will be sufficient, 


but not more than will be abso- 


lutely necessary.’ Signed, A. Curry, superintend- 


ent. The D 


I do not wish to discuss this question, but 
simply to state the facts. Every man who was 
before the committee said that the Govern- 
ment did not need a mint there; that the min- 
ing interests of the Pacific coast did not de- 
mand a refinery or an assay office or a mint 
there, and that the cost of production would 
be a continuous expense to the Government 
if it was kept up. The building was put up, 


I believe, at an expense of some ninety thou- | 
sand dollars. The appropriation asked for this 


year is $91,000 and a little more. 

Mr. NYE. Ican correct my friend. The 
cost of the building of the mint as it stands is 
almost four hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. PATTERSON. That is very much 


worse than I had supposed. I am sorry that a || 
building which was not required for the pur- | 
poses of refining or of coining- should have | 


been put up there at that great expense. 
Mr. STEWART. 


will not be adopted. The Government of the 


i United States has been expending a large | 
i amount of money building a very fine mint, | 
i and has just got it in operation. 


statement now that it is not going to have 
business. € 
ing gone to the expense of building a mint, to 


try the question whether it is going to have ' 


business or not. It seems to me it is child’s 
play to stop now, after all this expenditure, 
without atrial. lt will cost but little to try it. 
Lét us have this appropriation and see whether 
itis going to do business. But. to build it, and 
then, because somebody is willing to make an 
affidavit that it is not going to do business, to 
abandon it, would be very foolish conduct on 
the part of the Government. I do not believe 
the Senate will take any such. course. 
us the appropriation, and let us see if it is 
useful or not. ‘That is the best test. 


Mr. NYE. Mr. President, I do not know | 


when the days of our trial will be over. 
mint was authorized and directed by law in 
1863, while Nevada was a Territory, and since 
that every time we have proposed to get any- 


|! thing done we have had ‘‘assay office’’ thrown 
‘in our faces, although the law said ‘‘ mint.” -I 
| can go to San Francisco and get a hundred 


more witnesses than the committee examined, 
who would swear to the same thing, of course. 
Carson City lies at the base of the eastern 


slope of the Sierra Nevada mountains, about | 


three hundred miles from the city of San Fran- 
cisco. We have been struggling. We produce 


in Nevada from $15,000,000 as high some , 


years as $21,000,000 of bullion. _OF course 
there is a strong desire to manipulate and 
handle that bullion in San Francisco. I think 
if I wasin San Francisco I should be quite 


likely to say, if my interest was there, that a ; 
| mint was not needed at Carson City. , 
Now, Mr. President, let me tell the chair- . 


man of that most industrious Committee on 
Retrenchment that he knows but little about 
how Carson City is situated. Right south of 


I read from the book | 


o Director invites special attention to these | 
| explanations.” ; 


I hope the amendment |; 


There is a! 


I.think it would be well, after hav- |, 


ove | 
Give | 


This -; 


| Carson City, on the eastern slope of the Sierra, 
' have now been made richer discoveries of gold 
‘ than California has ever produced. Where 
_ those rich gold discoveries are found—and it 
-is known as the Meadow district-—-communi- 
_ cation is all by the way of Carson City, and 
all the gold’and silver there produced have to 
go by way of Carson City to get to San Fran- 
cisco, passing our mint, to go there to be 
manipulated and handled. I undertake to say 
i| that Mr. Swain was never in Carson City iu 
i 


his life; and this Mr. Garnett I know never 
was there. Mr. Garnett is at the head of the 
; private refinery at San Francisco, and he has 

written a book as long as the Old Testament 
_ to prove that refining cannot be done in the 
mint, while every day’s experience proves to 
the contrary. 

Mr. Swain takes it upon himself here to 
testify before this committee that silver is not 
. needed for circulation. Why, Mr. President, 
the western coast, now including California, 
are very glad to get silver. Times have changed 
a little on the Pacific coast. A few years ago 
' you could not deposit over five dollars in silver 

in a bank there, and the object of forcing all 
| the silver down to San Francisco was to retine 
| it into bars, and manipulate it, and make the 
. profit there, and sell the bars abroad. I can 
inform the honorable chairman of the Retrench- 
ment Committee that what Mr. Swain has as- 
i serted as to the actual doings of that mint has 

proved to be untrue. 

I am not going to talk much about this mat- 
ter. If the Senate of the United States are 
prepared to say that after the expenditure of 
$400,000 for this mint they will strangle it in 
its birth, and not give it a trial, let them do it. 
Bat I have a little word to say on the morale 
of this Mr. Swain; and I take it from the testi- 
mony taken by this committee, and I suppose 
they will consider themselves estopped trom 
denying its truth. During the time he was 
| superintendent of the mint at San Francisco 
. there happened a strange kind of loss there 
which he thus explains: 

“ Up to thetime of the closing down Mr. Schmaltz’s 
loss was somewhere in the neighborhood of fifty 


ounces; that is, his wastage sinco the lat of January 


was in the neighborhood of fifty ounces—eight or 
nine hundred dollars—and after he elosed down and 


. while he wassettling up there was an abstraction ”— 
In other words a theft— 


“of something in the neighborhood of seven hun- 
| dred ounces which he never could account for.” 


| _ It was the duty of the superintendent to set- 
i tle that affair and make it right; and I turn to 
Ithe next page, and I will show you how he 
‘ settled it. Remember, this is the testimony 


' upon which the Senator from New Hampshire 
; relies: 


‘* Mr. Schmaltz’s legal limit of loss was_between 
eighteen and nineteen thousand dollars, His actual 
| loss was thirteen or fourteen thousand dollars. 

|i “Question. If he had reported that loss he would 
© have been held justified. 

** Answer. In the settlement of the accounts at the 
close of every year, and at any settlement when wast- 
‘| age is reported to the superintendent, the law re- 
` quires him to draw a warrant for the settlement of 

: the account, provided it shows no greater wastage 
| than the law allows and the superintendent is satis- 
fied thatitis a bona fide wastage. Inthiscase there was 
shown a larger wastage taan Mr. Schmaltz had been 
accustomed to exhibit, so much larger that I told 
i him I should have to hesitate before I could draw 
| my warrant, not being entirely satisfied that it wasa 
bona fide loss; but on investigation I concluded that 
it was my duty to draw tho warrant for that settle- 
ment, and I did so.” i 


He swore just before that it was not a wastage 
.. but was an abstraction from that mint. A man 
| who discharges his public duty in that way will 
see a necessity or non-necessity for a mint any- 
- where. I need not say to the Senate that the 
voice of San Francisco would be unanimous 
€ on this question; but I will ask my friend one 
' question: did I not try to get this committee 
to go and see this much-abused mint at Carson 
` for themselves? s 
Mr. PATTERSON. Iwill say to my friend 
that, with his usual well-known hospitality, he 
invited and even urged the committee to go 
; down and visit his city—not particularly to visit 


it 
iy 
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the mint, but to enjoy the luxury of a visit to | this matter any more than the Senate, and I 


the Senator himself. 

Mr. NYE. If my friend had gone there he 
certainly could not help seeing the mint. The 
committee went everywhere else but to the 
mint; and nota witness from Nevada was 
op aaa on that subject, I think, unless it was 
a Mr. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I must correct the gen- 


tleman. Mr. Thomas Sunderland was from 
Nevada. 
Mr. NYE. Thomas Sunderland does not 


live in Nevada. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Let us see. 
his testimony: 

“Question, State your age, residence, and ocou- 


pation, 
S Answer, 


Here is 


i 
| 
| 
i 


t 


1 
l 


denee isin the Stata of Nevada; my profession is . 


that of the law though I havebeen engaged for the 
last three or four years in mining.” 

Mr. NYE. The residence of Mr. Thomas 
Sunderland was in California, and he was a 
voter there. J know Mr. Sunderland well. 
He did live a year or two at Virginia City ; 
but he had a princely residence in the San 
Mateo valley. I was in California, and while 
there I was at his residence. He lives there, 
and his family are there now, and they never 
have lived in Nevada; for I know him better 
than I do the Senator from New Hampshire. 
I repeat, not a resident of the State of Nevada 
was examined by that committee; and I con- 


' that Comstock lode are nearer now to the mint, | charcoal and wood, incidental and miscellancous 


: where the assaying can be done, than they are ` 


fess I did not know that the examination was . 
i. but they were gentlemen of character, and bet- 
Now, sir, I have said all I care to say. I 


going on. 


assert that this mint will pay, and the asser- 
tion that it will not coin money is successfully 
contradicted by the fact that it is coining now, 


and has been coining since the Ist of January. | 


Only a few days ago the Senate confirmed a |. 
gentleman as melter and refiner, and he is now :: 


on his way there. 

Mr. PATTERSON. 1 have only a word to 
add. This gentleman, Mr. Sunderland, who 
was examined before the committee, stated 
that he was a resident of Nevada. 

Mr. NYE. He never had a residence there 
except when he wanted to run for office. 

Mr. PATTERSON. We had testimony to 
the contrary. 

Mr. NYE. His family lived in the San 


Mateo valley in California; 1 have been at his |: 
He has gone up | 
‘| brought back to the Comstock mine, and then 


house and know where it is. 
to White Pine now to take a chance again. 


] 
j 


Mr. PATTERSON. Perhaps that will con- | 


stitute a residence in that country. 
know. 
the mines of that country. 
of his testimony: 


“Question. In yourjudgment is it necessary for the 
Covernment to have a mint at Carson City? | 

* Answer. I do not think there is any necessity for 
it. That has always been my opinion. do not 
think it is of any advantage to anybody. In the 
western part of the State of Nevada, where this mint 
is situated, there is but one principal lode, and that 
isthe Comstock. That is situated at an average of 
fourteen miles north of Carson. The oreis sentfrom 
this mine to mills in different_directions, and is 
brought back to Gold Hill and. Virginia City in the 
shape of crude bullion, there to be run into bars and 
assayed. It is about as far from where these assay 
offices are situated to Carson as it is to the nearest 


point on the line of the Pacific railroad, and it costs | 


ns much for the transportation of the bullion from 
Virginia to Carson as from Virginia to Elko, the 
shipping point on the railroad.” 


We inquired, while in San Francisco, as to 


the character of the parties who came before | 


us. We were told that they were perfectly 
reliablemen. We knew thatthey were familiar 
with the work of assaying and of refining. They 
may have been prejudiced somewhat from the 
fact that they were interested in this work them- 


selves in San Francisco; so that I give the |: 


testimony just as it stands. Uvery man whom 
we met and questioned on the subject in San 
lrancisco answered, without exception, that 
there was no need, so far as the interests of 
the Government were concerned, for this mint 
in Carson City; and that it was of no advan- 
tage tothe miners of the Pacific coast. I believe 
that that is the truth. I have no interest in 


I do not | 
He professed to be very familiar with | 
I will read part | 


| 
i 
i 
i 


i. at all then. 


simply lay the matter before the Senate, and 
throw upon them the responsibility of voting 
this $91,000 for no earthly object, in my judg- 
ment, or not voting it, as they please. 

Mr. NYE. Now, Mr. President, let me call 
' the attention of the Senate and of the chairman 
: of this committee to the changed condition of 
: things. What Mr. Sunderland said was true 
` before this mint was built. 
Mr. PATTERSON. 
_ mer that he testified. 


j 
| 


mint, and where they work more of this metal 
than they work in any other mill in that coun- 


Mr. NYE. I understood that. The assay | 
: department at the Carson mint was not at work `` 
Now one of the largest mills of `; 
i; the Comstock lode is within three miles of this 


k {i 
I am forty-eight years of age; my resi- | 


] 


priation is merely forthe labor in the mint and 
wood, &c. Now,if that is to be thrown out, I 
want the Senate to say so. 
Mr. THURMAN. That maybe. Ido not 
think they will be thrown away. They can be 
sent to the mint at San Francisco, 
Mr. NYE. But the honorable Senator states 


‘ that it costs so much to get the acids there. 


It was only last sum- |: 


lt will cost just as much to take them away 
from there. ` 

Mr. THURMAN. When a business man 
finds that he has embarked in a bad enter- 
prise 

Mr. PATTERSON. If my friend will allow 
me, in the seven hundred and seventy-first line 


- of the clause which I move to strike out, I find 


try; and four or five of-the mills that work in ; 


` to go up the mountain again to Virginia City. 
- Circumstances have changed, and there is 
; where the bullion now is and will be manipu- 
i lated. I have said all that I desire to say. 

' Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, having 
been one of the committee who took that tes- 
: timony, and believing that I understand the 


| very briefly to state the impression made on 


| my mind. 
‘| The witnesses who were examined were | 
mostly, it is true, citizens of San Francisco, | 


ter informed, perhaps, on this subject than any 


| question, I feel it a duty I owe to the Senate | 


equal number of men to be found in the coun- ; 


try. There was one, if not more than one, I 
am quite sure, of the witnesses who was a citi- 


zen of the State of Nevada, and his testimony ` 


will be found, I think, to be quite as conclu- 
sive, although not so voluminous, as that of the 
i other witnesses. The amount of the testi- 
| mony is that the mint at Carson cannot be 
used for the purpose of making gold coin. 


taining, as thesilver does there, some quantity 
of gold. 


tution for the coinage of gold. Besides, even 


fourteen miles, if I recollect aright, to Carson 
City in a direction from the railroad, and then 


fourteen miles more to the railroad to be 
shipped off. That would be just so much labor 


stock lode could be teken with only about one 


sent to San Francisco, and that which was gold 


ver run into silver bars, at less expense than 


ilit could possibly be done at Carson City. 


Besides that, you would have to take the 
greater portion of the acids, if you are to make 
| gold coin at this Carson mint, from San Fran- 
| cisco by railway to the point—I forget where 


from there to this mint. 

These facts seemed to show conclusively that 
there could be no coinage at that mint of any 
consequence, except silver coin, and the testi- 


an actual loss in coining the silver, because the 
silver in bars is worth more than the silver 
when coined. Under these circumstances, it 


arrive at any other conclusion than that this 
mint is simply a useless cost to the Govern- 
ment. 


me to inform him on that point? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly; with great 
pleasure. 

Mr. NYE. All the acids that will be re- 
quired for the supply of the mint have been 
procured and are now on hand; and this appro- 


seems to me it is impossible for any one to | 


Mr. NYE. Willthe honorable Senator allow | 


The ore of Nevada is mainly silver, but con- ; 


The quality of gold, however, is | 
insufficient to makethat minta profitable insti- | 


if gold could be coined there, the metal would , 
‘have to be taken from the Comstock lode, | 


lost, just so much expense for nothing; for | 
that same gold and silver got out of the Com- ; 


third of that transportation to the railroad and |) 


‘| coined into gold coin, and that which was sil- ' 


this appropriation : 
For chemicals— 
That is, for sulphuric acid I take it— 


expenses, $17,607. 

Mr. NYE. They use other chemicals more 
expensive than sulphuric acid. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Sulphuric acid is used: 
in the private refineries, but in the Government 
establishments they use nitric acid, and they 
use also zinc and certain salts. ‘Those are the 
chemicals that are used in refining, and called 
for in this bill at the rate of $17,000. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wasgoingto say in reply 
to what my friend from Nevada said, that when 
a business manembarks in a business and finds 
that every year he carries it on he is losing 
money, he considers it the part of prudence to 
stop the business even if he has to incur some 
loss at the time; in other words, itis better to 
stop where you are and lose something, than 
to go on losing all the time. ` 

Mr. NYE. I will answer the Senator now. 
If that mint does not give evidence this year 
that it will pay, then I will move myself next 
year to change it; but I protest against a judg- 
ment before a hearing. 

Mr. THURMAN. One word more and E 
have done. I have only this to say about it: 
the Senate has seen fit to constitute a Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment; that committee, X 
believe, has faithfully and earnestly sought to 
discharge its duties; it has taken a great deal 
of testimony on a great many subjects, and I 
do not think upon any subject the testimony it 
has taken is so conclusive as it is upon this. 
If the Senate thinks that its conclusions are of 
no consequence whatsoever I do not see that 


' there is a great deal of use in having the com- 


: mittee. 


However, if the Senate think that 
there ought to be another year’s trial of this 
mint, as the Senator from Nevada suggests, the 
Senate can so decide. For myself I can only 
say that I am perfectly satisfied that the longer 
it is tried the more patent will beeome the fact 
that the thing is wholly unnecessary. 

Mr. STEWART. ‘There has been no year’s. 
trial yet. This is only the commencement of it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, give it a year’s. 
trial if you choose. 


Mr. CORBETT. It is very evident that the 


' mint in California as now constituted is not. 


i it is—where they meet the railroad, and then © 


mony was overwhelming that the silver in bars |, 
is worth more than the coin; so that there is : 


able to coin the requisite amount of silver for 
the use of thiscountry. It is necessary now to- 


= commence coining silver for the use of the com- 
> munity. 


We know that silver has lately been. 


' introduced into New York and put in circula- 


tion there. 

The committee say that silver in bars is: 
worth more than itis in coin. That is the 
very reason why we should put it in coin, to 
keep it from going out of the country. If you 
want to return to specie payments, if you ever 
want to use silver in this country again, you 
have got to coin the silver here and keep it in 
the country. If you are going to let it go out 
of the country in bars, you never will have any 
silvercoin. Myopinion isthat this mint should 
be kept coining silver so as to keep it in the 
country and prevent it being shipped out of 
the country. The mint at San Francisco cer- 
tainly cannot do any coining of silver of any 
account. Itseems to me that having expended 


1870. 


four or five hundred thousand dollars in estab- 
lishing a mint at Carson City, to say now that 
you will not put it into operation, that you 
will not make an appropriation to coin the sil- 


ver that is right there upon the ground and | 


put it into silver dollars and specie to circulate 
inthe country, would be preposterous. 


this mint ought to be tried; that we should try ° 


to coin silver there, and see if we cannot coin 


i 
1 
| 
j 


Ithink ©: 


some silver and put it in circulation in the |: 


country. 


If silver is at a discount as much as | 


gold is, itis about equivalent to greenbacks — 
now, and there is no reeson why silver should : 


not be put in circulation in the country. Iam 


can coin enough silver to put it in circulation 
throughout the country instead of the shin- 
plasters we now have. 


yeRinthechair.) The question ison the motion 
of the Senator from New Hampshire to strike 


Carson City. 


as 1¢ “ - ' will state further that this proposed amend-. 
the PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. War- | ment is in accordance-with the provisions of 


| Jaw authorizing the appointment of clerkships 


Mr. THURMAN. I think we might as well ; 
have the yeasand nays onthis question. Ishould ; 


like to see what the evidences are of retrench- 
ment in the Senate. 

The question being taken by yéas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 11, nays 34; as follows: 


YEAS~—Messzs. Bayard, Casserly, Davis, Hamilton | 


of Maryland, Johnston, McCreery, Patterson, 
Sherman, Stockton, Thurman, and Vickers—il. 

NAYS—Messrs, Anthony, Brownlow, Bucking- 
ham, Cameron, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, 
Drake, Edmunds, Ferry, Flanagan, Gilbert, Hamil- 
ton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Howard, Howe, 


Morrillof Maine, Morrillof Vermont, Nye, Osborn, : 


Pomeroy, Ramsey, Ross, Scott, Sprague, Stewart, 
Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Warner, Williams, and 
ates—34. 


ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Boreman, Car- 
penter Cattell, Conkling, Fenton, Fowler, Harris, 
Howell, Kellogg, Lewis, McDonald, Morton, Nor- 


Sawyer, Schurz, Spencer, Trumbull, Willey, and i: 


Wilson—27. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to move 
an amendment to correct the text of the bill, 
which has been made necessary by an amend- 
ment already adopted on page 21, line four 
hundred and eighty-seven ot the old bill, in the 
clause making appropriations for the office of 


the Register of the Treasury. There was an | 


amendment adopted striking ont ‘assistant 


“two?” and insert ‘‘three,’’ and in the same 
line to strike out ‘f one” and insert ‘ two.” 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I cannot find 
that on my bill. 
Mr. COLE. 
bill it is on page 51, line twelve hundred 


and forty-three, and in the new print, page ` 


58, line twelve hundred and eighty-eight. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


California. 


Mr. HARLAN. I should like to know the | 


: circulat : effect of it. 
in favor of coining silver at that mint until we | 


: of it if he desires. 


Mr. COLE. I will tell the Senator the effect 
It is to put this bureau on 
an equality and par with the others; and I 


: í of those grades. 
out the clause in relation tothe branch mintat | 


_ask the attention of the chairman of the Com- | 
i mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads to what `` 
i Lam about to say. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. THURMAN. 
the chairman of the committee in regard to an 
entire head contained in this bill, that of ‘‘ pub- 
lic printing,’’ beginning on page 9, and I wish to 


I find that the aggregate 
of the appropriations contained under this 
head is $1,501,014, and that connected with 


‘the same matter there is in the contingent 
‘expenses of the House the sum of $25,000 | 


, for folding documents, including materials, 


and for the same matter in theSenate $10,000. 
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If the chairman has the old : 


I have it now. . 
_ Th The ques- | 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from | 
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Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I did notunder- 
stand it. 

Mr. CAMERON. It is for incidental and 
miscellaneous items of the Agricultural De- 
partment. It includes getting the seeds, put- 
ting them up, and all that sort of thing. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Let the Clerk 
report the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment is to strike out. ‘‘two’’ and insert ‘“‘ five,” 
so as to make the clause read ‘for incidental 


‘ and miscellaneous items, $5,000.” 


I wish now to inquire of ° 


We were told that if the franking privilege , 


| should be abolished, the chief saving would ‘| 


: be, or at least a very great saving, in the de- | 
i crease of the amount of public printing—that 


that clause in line fourhundred and eighty-seven =: 


by striking out “six” and inserting ‘‘four;”’ |; 


so as to make the appropriation $84,100. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE. A long time ago I proposed 
an amendment to this bill, which I suppose 
Senators have nearly allforgotten. Itisin line 
twelve hundred and eighty-eight, page 58 of 


the new print, to change the word ‘‘two”’ to 
“three,” and to change the word ‘‘one’’ to | 


“twos? go that the clause will read: 


For chief of Bureau of Navigation, chief clerk,one 
clerk of class three, one clerk of class two, one mes- 
zenger, and one laborer, &c. 

The proposed amendment was passed over 
informally, in order that my friend, the chair- 


man of the Committee on Finance, [Mr. SHER- | 


MAN,] might look up the law on the subject, 
and ascertain whether or not this change was 
authorized by the law. He did so, and he 
found that this was not in contravention of the 
existing law, and that these clerkships were 
authorized, and I suppose, therefore, there 
will now be no objection to the amendment 
proposed at that time. : 

Mr. THURMAN. I rise to make an inquiry 
of the chairman of the committee-—— 

Mr. COLE. Does the inquiry relate to this 
amendment of mine? 

Mr. THURMAN. No; I understood the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE. If itis, very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California moves to strike out in line 
twelve hundred and eighty-eight the word 


| President. 


i not nearly so many documents would be printed. 
ton, Pool, Pratt, Revels, Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, ;; y y p 


We were told that there would be a very great 


: saving in that respect, because if members had 
not the privilege of franking documents they | 
‘| would not be printed. 

Now, what I want to ask the chairman of |, 
| the committee is, how do these appropriations 


compare with the appropriations for the cur- 


rent year? Has there been any cutting down |: 
| of the appropriations on account of the antici- | 


pated abolition of the franking privilege ? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Very largely. 


: i The chai f th ittee A - 
register, $2,000. I move, therefore, to amend | Lho chaitman o! the: omitted or Eke 


priations of the House has suggested that there 
should be a very large increase of this appro- 
priation for folding documents, &c., upon the 
supposition that by possibility the bill abolish- 
ing the franking privilege might not get through 
the Senate; but I will suggest to my honorable 
friend, as there is no question before the Sen- 
ate at the present moment, perhaps he will 
allow us to go on with the bill. 

Mr. THURMAN. Can the Senator tell us 


how much was appropriated for the current : 


year ? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Myrecollection 


i ig that the appropriation for this item last year 


was $50,000. It is now $25,000. 
Mr. THURMAN. How much 
printing? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
as to that. The chairman of the Committee 
on Printing probably can inform the Senator 


| on that subject. 


Mr. CAMERON. 
Ohio, I have the honor of addressing you, Mr. 


seven, by striking out ‘‘two’’ and inserting 


: tí five,” so as to make the clause read, ‘‘for | 
‘incidental and miscellaneous items, $5,000.” 
The Commissioner of Agriculture says it is ` 
impossible to get along with so small a sum | 


as $ 


‘| that is in order. 


Mr. COLE. That clause is an amendment 
which has been already adopted by the Senate, 


l! and therefore it can only be changed when the 


| bill is reported to the Senate. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. That clause 
has been agreed to by the Senate as an amend- 
ment, and the motion of the Senator from 
' Pennsylvania is not strictly in order. The 
Chair will entertain it if there be no objec- 
tion; but if the point of order is raised by the 
Senator from California the Chair will decideit. 
| Mr. CAMERON. Notice was given to the 
' chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
that this amendment would be offered. 

Mr. COLE. My point is not that notice was 
not given of the amendment by the Senator 
but that this clause isitselfan amendment and 


|; cannot be changed until the bill is reported to 


| the Senate. 

Mr. CAMERON. I have another amend- 
ment to offer. It is in line eleven hundred and 
ten tostrike out **$500,’’ and insert ‘‘ $1,090.” 


i: ‘Theclause nowreads, ‘‘ for cases for the library 


$500.” It will require $1,000 to get the proper 


cases. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I hardly think 
Has the Senator gtven any 
| notice of the amendment? 


' Mr. CAMERON. I believe I had the honor 


of stating some time ago to the chairman of 
the Committee on Appropriations that I had 
various amendments to offer from the Com- 
| mittee on Agriculture, and I think he replied, 
“ Very well; present them, and I will adopt 
: them,” or something like that. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I know how very 
willing I should be to oblige the Senator—~ 

Mr. CAMERON. . It was something like 


at. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. But the Senator 
is aware that we go by rules here. If the Sen- 
ator has given proper notice of it, of course he 
has complied with the written rules of the 
‘Senate. 

Mr. CAMERON. I understand from a mem- 
|| ber of the Agricultural Committee that the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Yates] gave notice 


th 


for the public ; 


I cannot tell | 


If the chairmgn of the | 
Committee on Appropriations has got through — 
with his private talk with the Senator from ` 


I propose to move an amendment | 
on page 46, line eleven hundred and twenty- . 


2,000. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- | 


in his place some ten or twelve days ago that 
l! these amendments would be offered. They 
: were acted on by the committee, and they came 
from the committee in my absence; I was 
‘| away some days. I think the chairman of the 
‘+ Committee on Appropriations will find that 
| they are all right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
| make objection? 

Mr. CAMERON. It is only $500. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I must make the 
| point unless there has been the notice. I 
have here a list of amendments proposed by 
the Committee on Agriculture. Let me see. 
One is, after line ten hundred and sixty-one 
! to ingert the following : 

For paper, twine, gum, &c., for folding-room, £500. 

Mr. CAMERON. That I shall offer next. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Another is in 
line one thousand and ninety-six, to strike out 
‘6 $500” and insert ‘* $1,000.” 

Mr. CAMERON. ‘That isthe motion here. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Then I have had 


notice. 
. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from 


tion is on the amendment offered by the Sen- :| Pennsylvania. 


ator from Pennsylvania. 


ii ‘The amendment was agreed to. 


le 


Mr. CAMERON. I now move the next 
amendment, in line eleven hundred and twenty- 
eight to insert: 

For paper, twine, gum, and necessary materials 
fer folding-room, $500. 

There is nothing, as I understand, to pay 
for these expenses in the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, 

‘The amendment was agreed in. 


Mr. CAMERON. I have another small 


| 


i ated out of any money in the T 
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Mr. SHERMAN. In pursuance of a notice 
that I gave some days ago, I now offer this 
amendment to carry out an estimate made in 
the regular estimates: 


And be it further enacted, That there be appropri- 


reasury not other- 


: wise appropriated, the sum of $450,090 to complete 


the enlargement of the ship canal around the falls 
of the Ohio river. 


I will state the reasons why I offer this 


: amendment to this bill for a work which usu- 


amendment to add to the amendment just . 


adopted : 

That the sum of $250 be appropriated to pay Mrs. 
Margaret S. Morse, a balance due her for transla- 
tions for the use of the Agricultural Bureau. 

This lady translated some valuable works 
from the French, which she was directed to 
do partly by President Johnson and partly by 
the Commissioner. She received $100, and 
there is still $250 due her. I think it is a 


to pay her. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I must raise a 

nestion of order on this proposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations ob- 
jects to this amendment as not being in order. 

Mr. CAMERON, I think I mentioned this 
matter to the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations some time ago, and I hope he 
will not object to it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 


. sylvania has not, I think, given notice of it. 

Mr. CAMERON, I think I did. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The chair- 
man of the committee raises the question that 
this is a private claim, and not in order. 

Mr. CAMERON. 


against me, I give notice now that I will offer | 


it to-morrow. 
[ Laughter. } 
Mr. SHERMAN. Is the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania through? 
Mr. CAMERON. 
rules against me. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have an amendment to 
propose from the Committee on Finance, upon 
a matter that was referred to the Committee on 


So we might as well takeit now. 


I am, if the chairman 


Finance by the Committee on Appropriations. | 
The Committee on Finance direct me to report | 


the following amendment, to add as a new sec- 
tion: 


And be it further enacted. That the sum of $351 67 | 


be paid to A. M. 3 
of the Third Auditor, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for services as 
Third Auditor. 

I will state that Mr. Gangewer acted as Third 
Auditor during an actual vacancy that occurred, 
and under the rule that has been established 
in other cases he is entitled to 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
Senator whether that is the rule; whether it is 
not an unusual practice? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not myself approve 
the practice; but it has been the rule of the 
Treasury Department, and in that very office. 
Several precedents have been shown where, 
when there was an actual vacancy in the office 
and another officer fulfilled the duty during 
that time, he was allowed the difference in pay 
between his pay and the pay of Third Auditor. 
That is the precise thing here. Mr. Gangewer 
is the present chief clerk. The former Third 
Auditor, Mr. Wilson, I think, resigned or was 
removed, and during three or four months Mr. 
Gangewer acted as Auditor. It was not a mere 
absence of the Auditor. In’such cases prece- 
dents show that allowances have been made 
for the difference between the pay of chief 
clerk and the pay of Auditor. My friend from 
Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] reported a case ad- 
versely the other day, where it was merely for 
acting during a temporary absence ; but this is 
im accordance with precedents. I think Mr. 
Gangewer ought to have the difference in pay. 
It isa very small sum. : 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Gangewer, chief clerk in the office 


I think it alto- | 
gether likely ; but then the Senator from Penn- | 


pay. . 
inquire of the | 


ally does not belong to this bill. It is because 
the work is now going forward rapidly, and 


` the money is needed at this season of the year 


` as soon as possible to complete the work. 


It 
would, more properly, come in as an amend- 
ment to another bill, but I trust the Senate 
will allow it to be put on this bill, for there is 


as early a day as possible. 


sent to us by the Department. I will state 


; also, that it comes within the precise reason 


of the case of the appropriation made for the 
canal around the Mississippi rapids, for which 
there was a special appropriation made, per- 
haps a month or two ago, in order that the 
work might be done at the low stage of water 
in the river. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hope-this amendment 
will be agreed to for the reason stated by my 
colleague, and also because the work belongs 
to the Government, and since the building of 


- the railroad bridge there, which makes it almost 


ib 


water as was formerly done, all navigation by 
large boats must be through the canal. It isa 


most serious obstacle to navigation, and most 


orde |, injurious to the whole country above the falls , 
If the point is ruled 


a 
progress and contracts may be made for the 
conclusion of this very important canal. My 
colleague said this was petitioned for by the 
Chamber of Commerce of Cincinnati; it has 
been also petitioned for by the Legislatures of 


: Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana, all of which 
` States are greatly interested in it. 


Mr. CHANDLER. There is no very great 


haste in this matter. The river and harbor bill 


_ will pass within six weeks, and not one single 


dollar of this money will be expended before 
that bill passes. I do not know how this 
got here. Whatcommittee did it come from? 
Whose business is it? How did itget in here? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I stated already, if the 


:. Senator had chosen to listen to me, that two 


a pressing necessity for the appropriation at ' 
I gave notice of it 


t c _ some days ago; it is in the regular estimates 
worthy object, and trust the Senate will agree | 


l impossible to pass over the falls even at high | 


especially. Large boats are now stopped, and | 


' have been for a long time, for want of the en- 
| largement of this canal, and I believe this appro- 


priation would about finish it. 
Mr. SHERMAN. This will finish it. 


Mr. THURMAN. Sothatnothing more will : 


e asked. 
- Mr. SHERMAN. According to the estimate |; 
of the engineer in charge, General Weitzel, | 


$450,000 will complete it, and then the whole 
work is transferred to the Govnrnment. 

Mr. THURMAN. I think there was laid 
before the Senate a petition from the Chamber 
of Commerce of Cincinnati on this very sub- 


| ject, which was, I think, presented by my col- 


league—I know I received a copy of it—in 
which the reasons were very forcibly set forth 
and the facts stated why this appropriation 
should be made. It is a matter of very great 


' I an willing to move them. 


weeks ago I gave notice of this amendment, 
and the item is regularly laid on our tables in 
the estimates of the Departinent reported 
from the engineers. It is true the estimates 
have been referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, but there are special reasons why this 
item should be put on this bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It isin the regular bill 
with all the other river and harbor appro- 
priations. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
that bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator from 
Maine, as chairman of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, will accept the engineer’s esti- 
mates for the river and harbor appropriations, 
They amount to 
abouttwelve million dollars, and every item has 
just as much business here as this has. The 


It can be stricken out of 


_ Committees on Commerce have had the subject 
i under consideration in both Houses now for tour 


interest, especially to Cincinnati, Pittsburg, © 


and in fact to all the country above Louisville. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
this proposition came from. It has not been 
before the Committee on Comnierce. Cer- 
tainly that committee has this very appropri- 


| ation in charge in connection with the river 


and harbor bill. If this is to be put on I de- 
sire to put on the whole river and harbor 
bill, which will contain somewhere between 


three and a half and four million dollars. | 
I likewise have an appropriation for the Sault | 
Ste. Marie canal, which last year did some-.: 


thing more than double the business of the 
Louisville canal. I have the figures at home. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Let me appeal to-my 


friend from Michigan.’ I have always, as he | 
knows very well, favored appropiations for the | 
Sault Ste. Marie canal and for the St. Clair | 


flats, and improvements of that sort. Those 


lake improvements and the improvement of | 


the Ohio and Mississippi rivers are the great 
western improvements which are more im- 
portant than all others. Now, for the special 
reason I have given, I trust this item will be 
put upon this bill. 
priate to the other bill. I stated that; but it 
will not impair or affect the passage of the 
other bill, while there is a necessity for this 
appropriation to be used early in the season 
daring the low water, so that the work may 


I know it is more appro- | 


I do not know where | 


| Appropriations. 


months, and have agreed to make an appropria- 
tion for this identical work; but I object in 


| toto to bringing in this Louisville canal and 


ignoring all the rest. Either put on the whole 
or let this go with the rest. I object in toto to 
this proceeding. It does not belong to the 
committee from which it came; it belongs to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator ap- 
peale to the chairman of the Committee on 
He will observe that the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
and the committee itself had nothing to do 


| with this amendment more than that they re- 


ceived notice of it, as I understand, from the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; not the Committee 
on Finance; but this is regularly estimated for 
in the annual estimates and comes within the 
rule. Notice of it was given to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then it came from no 
committee? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. None. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then it would be per- 
fectly competent for any Senator hereto move 
the entire estimates of the engineers and offer 
the whole. If this is to be put on, I give 
notice that I shall offer the whole estimates 
from the board of engineers for this year. 

Mr.SHERMAN,. TheSenator hasnotgiven 
the requisite notice. 

Mr. CHANDLER. We shall adjourn after 
you put this on, and I will give the notice 
to-night. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Senator from 
Michigan will not be unreasonable about this. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Iam not unreasonable, 
but I object in toto to taking out one work of 
this kind and ignoring the rest. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The appropriation for 
the Mississippi river was passed here by com- 
mon consent for the very same reason, and 
perhaps we ought in justice to our constituents 
to have taken the same course, and introduced 
a separate bill; but I did not desire to do that. 
This is a work of absolute public necessity, 


| affecting a commerce I think as large as the 


commerce of the lakes. f 
Mr. CHANDLER. Not one half the tonr- 
nage passed through the Louisville canal that 


‘1870. 


passed through the Sault Ste. Marie canal last 
year. l have the statistics. So it has been 
For the last five years. 
Mr. SHERMAN, 
the commerce either of the Ohio river or of 
the lakes is equal to our entire foreign ton- 
nage, and therefore it is an immense affair. 
Ms. CHANDLER. But a very small por- 
tion of the commerce of the lakes passes 
through the Sault Ste. Marie canal. I have the 
figures at home; I did not bring them here 


because I did not suppose that this matter was | 
comirgup. Ihave the official statistics, show- | 


‘ing that for five years the tonnage passing 
through the Sault Ste. Marie canal was more 
than double that passing through the Louisville 


canal. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very weil; you will get 
your appropriation in time. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I should like to have 
the two appropriations go together. Itis very 


important that we have an appropriation for į 


the Sault Ste. Marie canal ; it ts important that 
certain other internal works of improvement 


be provided for; and I object én toto to taking | 


one estimate out from one hundred, two hun- 


dred, or three hundred in the engineer’s esti- | 
mates, and move it on a general appropriation |; 
Itisirregular; it ought never to be done. |, 


bill. 
Let this matter go to a committee for investi- 
gation, and to see whether the amount is right. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I am very glad to see 
this motion from the vigilant guardian of the 
‘Treasury, because I am anxious to have a sim- 


ilar appropriation made fora breakwater at | 


Block Island, which is a more important work 
than both the others that have been named put 
together. I shall move that asan amendment 
to the amendment of my friend from Ohio, 
which I am sure will strengthen it, and then I 
think we can put both through together. I 
have the estimate of the engineers, and I see 


my colleague of the Committee on Rules here, | 
and so we can get it in from a committee, if ° 


necessary. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
colleague and I representthree million people ; 


and we have no appropriations made for the | 


State of Ohio by the national Government of 
any moment whatever. So faras I know, there 
is not a single appropriation within the State 


of Ohio that is called for except for two or | 
three places along the iake shore, and as to ` 


them we do not ask any great favor, and do 
not care much whether they are made or not. 
‘This appropriation is for the canal at Louisville, 
one hundred and fifty miles from the Ohio 
border. It isto complete a work of infinite. 
value to the whole Mississippi valley, in which 
Obio has no more interest than many other 
States. It seems to me, under the circum- 
stances, when it is admitted on all hands that 
this work ought to be completed during the 
summer months, while thè water is low, and 
that only $450,090 is necessary to complete a 
work of infinite magnitude, that there ought to 
be no obstruction by a rival interest to prevent 
this appropriation.from being made. 

When the Mississippi rapids appropriation 
was asked for I did not object, and when an 
appropriation will be asked for the 

arie canal I shall not object. These are 
great works of public improvement. I have 
always favored them, and intend to favor them, 
although Iam in favor of economy ; and so, 
if a showing is made at the proper time by the 
Senator from Rhode Island that his improve- 
ment is needed for the general commerce of 
the conntry, I shall be ready to give it my 
support. 

Bat under these circumstances, especially as 
I have taken the proper mode under the rules 
and given the notice required, and this sum 1s 
regularly estimated for and will in due time be 
certainly appropriated, it seems to me when I 
ask for an immediate appropriation now for 
the reasons I have stated there ought to be no 
objection to it by those who expect appropri- 
ations in the future. I have no doubt I shall 


It is sufficient to say that || 


It so happens that my | 


Sault Ste. ` 


support thosé appropriations when they are 

presented in due time; and I should not now 
|; ask for this on this bill but for the fact that it 
i ig necessary to appropriate the money at the 
i earliest day possible, so that the necessary con- 
|| may be made. I trust the Senate will give us 
} this appropriation on this bill. 
| Mr. THURMAN. 


1 


| by the building, as I said, of a railroad bridge 


i formerly did. Everything now is obliged to 
; pass through the canal. 


chairman of the Committee on Commerce or 
' to that committee itself to move this amend- 
ment; nordo I think he has examined it atall. 
On the contrary, if I had my way, every one 
i: of these large appropriations for improvements 
should stand upon its own bottom, to use a 
| homely phrase. I would not allow them all 
to be grouped together in one bill from the 
Committee on Commerce, in order to make 
what is called a regular log-rolling bill, in which 


your logif I want my log rolled. I can hardly 
conceive of any reason why the chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce isso much op- 
posed to having this appropriation made now, 
unless he fears that if we get this appropriation 
made and our log is rolled, then we may not 
help him to roll his log. That is the only 
i reason I can conceive why he is so sensitive 
on this subject. 

Now, I wish to say that very soon, in thirty 
days from this time, the Ohio river will begin to 
fall, and will continue to fall until nearly the 1st 
of November, orrather the lowest stage of it will 
be somewhere about the 20th of September. If 
this improvement is to be made, and the neces- 
i| sary materials are to be had and the necessary 
workmen to be employed, it is necessary that 
these who have it in charge should know it as 
soon as possible, and they will not be prepared 
for work one day before the time will arrive of 
the low stage of the water when they can go 
to work. I hope, therefore, under these cir- 


stream and the commerce of that stream, that 
this amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I raise 
a point of order on the amendment, that it does 
not come within the thirtieth rule. The rule 
declares that— 

“No amendments proposing additional appropri- 
ii ations shall be received to any general appropriation 


{| pill, unless it be made to carry out the provisions of 
some existing law, or some act or resolution pre- 


moved by direction of astanding orselect committee 


of the Senate, or in pursuance of an estimate from 
the head of some of the Departments.” 

This is not from the head of a Department. 
It is taken from a book published by the engi- 
|| neering corps, and is not recommended by the 
I| head of a Department. It is from the engi- 
neering corps. It is entirely out of order. I 
trust the Chair will so rule, and that will stop 
i| discussion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This estimate is con- 
tained in the regular estimates of the Secretary 
of War. 
| Mr. CHANDLER. If the Secretary of War 
| had sent in his recommendation with this esti- 
mate and asked that the amount be appropri- 


Department; but he did not do that. 
Mr. THURMAN. 

į tary of War in the printed book of estimates, 
and also from the Seeretary of the Treasury in 

| the estimates submitted to us by him; and as 


. tracts for the completion of this great work ' 


HI The necessity for this | 
appropriation has been very greatly increased | 


i i really.do not know ; 
| why the chairman of the Committee on Com- | 
| merce should feel hurt, as he seems to be, | 

‘| by the amendment offered by my colleague. | 
i lt certainly was no want of respect to the ` 
| 


cumstances, it being a matter of such pressing || 
necessity to the people on the banks of that |; 


viously passed by the Senate during that session, or | 


! ated, it would have come from the head of a i 
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a matter of course was referred to the regular 
Committees on Appropriations and Commerce. 
My amendment comes directly within the rule. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The estimate docs not 


come from the head of a Department ; it comes 


. from the corps of engineers, and is not recom- 


mended by the head of a Department. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Recommended hy the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Any second lieutenant 


i would be, according to the Senator’s version, a 
i under the sanction of this Government au- |: 
u thorizing that bridge to be built, and making | 
l: it, as I said before, more difficult by far, and | 
, toa certain extent impossible for large boats |: 
to pass over the falls in high water as they | 


head of a Department who makes a report or 
estimate. The amendment is clearly out of 
order. 

Mr. DAVIS. The objection of the honor- 
able Senator from Michigan L think is not well 
founded. If an engineer who is attached to 
the War Department makes the estimate and 
recommends the appropriation, it is certainly 
coming within the rule that it must be recom- 
mended by the head of a Department. The 
head of a Department recommends by his sub- 
ordinates—— 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator per- 
mit me to ask for a decision upon the point of 
order? Iraised a point of order which I desire 
to have decided. 


Mr. DAVIS. Iam saying a word on the 


point of order. 


Mr. CHANDLER. 
debate is improper. 

Mr. DAVIS. I am saying a word on the 
int of order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Michigan raises a point of order that the 


If it is owt of order, 


‘amendment of the Senator from Ohio is not 


within the thirtieth rule. The rule states that 
an amendment can be moved in four different 
ways: first, “to carry out the provisions of 
some existing law ;’’ second, ‘‘or some act or 
resolution previously passed by the Senate 
during that session;’’ or third, ‘‘it may be 
moved by direction of a standing or select com- 
mittee of the Senate;’’ or fourth, “in pur- 
suance of an estimate from the head of some 
The object of this rule 
ig evident, that the Senate shall not be sur- 
prised by something being proposed which has 
not appeared in the estimates submitted by the 
Departments, and therefore accessible to all 
the Senators, before the proposition has come 
to the body which is to act upon it. The Chair 
has obtained the book of estimates, which is 
in this form: 


“ Letter fromthe Secretary of the Treasury trans- 
mitting estimates of additional appropriations re- 

uired to complete the service of the year ending 

une 30, 1870, and appropriations required for the 
service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871.” 


In these estimates, on page 205, appears: 
“*Ship-canal around falls of Ohio river, $450,000.” 


It is therefore in the printed book of esti- 
mates which is submitted by the Secretary of 
the Treasury as one of the appropriations re- 
quired, subject, of course, to the discretion of 
Congress as to whether it shall or shall not be 
appropriated. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 


The Secretary does not 
recommend it. 


It is from the Secretary of 


© War, and the Secretary of War, as I under- 


stand, does not recommend it, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The rule does 
not require that he shall recommend it. It 
says the amendment must be ‘‘in pursuance 
of an estimate from the head of some of the 
Departments,’’ and the object is, as the Chair 
stated, that it shall previously have been sub- 
mitted so that the Senate shall not be surprised 
by an amendment coming in which has not 
been previously before them for their consid- ` 
eration in some form, as in the book of esti- 
mates. The Chair therefore decides that the 


| amendment is in order under the rule. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Obviously this 


` will lead to some difficulty, because it is plain 


It comes from the Secre- | 


ti 
ji 


ii 
as 


that if this item goes on the bill others of a 


: similar class may go on, and it seems to me 


there is a good deal of force in the objettion 
taken by the chairman of the Committee on 
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Commerce. All this class of appropriations 
fall properly under the jurisdiction of that com- 
mittee, and it is very well understood that there 
is a very large class of this sort of estimates to 
be considered. Now, if you attach one item, | 
although doubtless meritorious, it will lead, I | 
can see clearly, to the presentation of others. 
Some have already been suggested. 

L therefore suggest to the Senator who moves , 
this amendment that he is very likely to en- |’ 
counter difficulty in the other branch, who are | 
now considering this very question in the form | 
of bills; and he will probably find the same 
reluctance to consider one item of a class there | 
that he encounters here. I doubt, therefore, 
whether this is a prudent thing to do on this 
bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I stated, when I submitted 
this proposition, that I would not do it myself 
but for pressing reasons which exist as to this 
particular appropriation, and I did not think 
there would be any objection. I understand 
that the appropriate committee of the other || 
louse have already passed upon this appro- |! 
priation. This is one of the undisputed appro- 
priations, one of those which will probably not 
excite controversy. This work is going on; 
an appropriation was made last year, and this 
will complete it. This is one of the works for 


| 
| 
| 


which part of the money that we appropriated 
in bulk last year was applied, being one of the 
most important. It is one of the undisputed 
works that ought to be completed; and I have 
no doubt that after the Committee on Com- 
merce report appropriations for the other works 
there will be no trouble in considering and 
passing them. 
because there is an immediate necessity for 
entering into the requisite contracts to com- 
plete the work on the canal during the low 
stages of water. The lock, I believe, has to 


` ment. 


The reason why I offer it is | 


` priation for the next fiscal year, and of course | 


be rebuilt, and it has to be done as rapidly as ; 


possible, the very moment the work is com- : 
menced, because while the work is goingon of | 
changing the width of the lock the navigation | 
of the river must be suspended. I trust, there- . 
fore, the Senate will vote this proposition on | 
this bill. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The questionis | 


on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio. | 


The question being put, a division was called . 
for; and the ayes were 24 and the noes 14. 

Mr. CHANDLER. -I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


i 


says it belongs to a private company. Five 
trustees, under the law of Kentucky, manage 
it, acting as trustees for the Government, own- 
ing but one share of fifty dollars, nominally. 
They are ready and anxiousand desirous to turn 
it over to the Government, and have offered 


! to do so over and over again; but the work is 
! kept, at the request of the officers of the Gov- 


ernment, under the original charter. It is 
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the navigation without further obstruction to 
all the crafts that trade upon that river up and 
down. 

When here is a single work that has received 
the sanction of the Government and the coun- 


= try for thirty years, and there have been appro- 


really the property of the Government; every | 


dollar of the stock is owned by the Govern- 


the leading one of whom was the late Mr. 


priations from year to year of such an amount 
and such a continuance of time as to have 
brought the work to the very point of its com- 
pletion, and the small sum that is now asked 


t " is all that will be requisite to complete it and 
ment of the United States; and these trustees, ; 


Guthrie, have merely acted at the request of ; 


the Government and for the use of the Gov- 
ernment. 


to put it in the fullest and most perfect opera- 
tion, I think that wisdom and economy and. 
common sense require that the Senate should 


: make the appropriation. 


I will state also that I am informed by a i 


member of the House of Representatives that 


the Committee on Appropriations of the House | 


_ have agreed to this appropriation unanimously, 


and intend to put it on an appropriation bill, 


. but were waiting for the action of the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce. ‘Then there is no prac- 
tical difficulty in the way, nor is there any 
necessity for making a movement, such as the 
Senator from Michigan threatens, to put the 
whole river and harbor bill on this. 
a distinct subject. The river and harbor bill 
is quite a different question. 


That is | 


This is a press- | 


ing work that is now going on, and the only | 
' question is whether we shall not meet the neces- 


sary expenses of this appropriation, just as we 


did in regard to the Mississippi river improve- ! 
We appropriated $200,000 early this ` 


session for that on the very ground I have now 
given for this appropriation. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I wish to make 
one observation to the Senator from Ohio. It 


is, that he gains nothing by putting this item |; 


in this bill in point of time. This is an appro- 


not a dollar of this money can be used until | 


the Ist day of July. 


Mr. SHERMAN. But contracts can be | 


made by the Ist of July. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
period the river and harbor bill will be passed 
probably; so that it seems to me, in point of 


time, nothing is gained; and I appeal to my ` 


friend whether we are not likely to get into 
very serious embarrassment by loading this 
bill down with amendments that do not belong 


| to it, when really the object to be accomplished 


Mr. CHANDLER. I give notice now that | 


if this appropriation goes on this bill I shall 
move the entire estimates of the engineers for | 
this year, and shall endeavor to bring about an® 
adjournment, that there may be ample time to | 
put on the whole river and harbor bill upon | 
this bill. It is unjust to every other public `| 
work inthe United States; itisan abandonment 

of the river and harbor bill; itis an abandon- |: 
ment of all interests except this simple one, to 
adopt this amendment. Here is a canal that | 
has belonged to a private corporation for the |: 
last fifty or sixty years, that has been in oper- |' 
ation for fifty or sixty years, a canal without |: 
any great immediate necessity for its improve- | 
ment. Iam in favor of making an appropria- | 
tion for this work, but it is not a matter that | 
requires haste. It is a work that has stood, as | 
I said before, for fifty or sixty years, run by a | 
private corporation. I will not to-night go into | 
the argument as to the propriety of making this | 
appropriation while it is the property of a pri- | 
vate company. I shall probably vote for this | 
appropriation on the river and harbor bill, and | 
Lask every gentleman in this body who has any | 
interest whatever in the river and harbor bill | 
to vote against this appropriation unless he is | 
prepared to go with me to take every single 
oe of the engineers and vote it upon this 

iil. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to answer one point 
of the Senator from Michigan. This is a work 
that belongs to the public. My friend from 
Michigan does not do himself justice when he 


| ceed all that the Government has ever expended 


~ will not be attained by putting it on this bill. 


Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President 


But within that j 


Mr. THURMAN. I ask the Senator from | 


Kentucky whether this is not a fact; he knows 


better than Ido; that the Government held : 


stock in this canal from the beginning; and I 
wish to inquire of my friend from Kentucky, 
who I think is better informed than anybody 
else here on the subject, whether the dividends 


I am surprised that the chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce opposes it. I am 
not opposed to his work of cleaning out the 
St. Clair flats, or any other work whatever. 


ii Whenever a work of sufficient national import- 


anceas to demand an appropriation from Con- 
gress to aid in its completion is presented to 
me I am ready to give it my vote and support. 
This appropriation, instead of retarding, in my 
judgment, would promote and would give addi- 
tional assurance to the success of the appro- 
priation which the honorable Senator is so 
desirous to obtain. I do not think this would 
throw the least obstacle in the way of that 
work, which I admit is of a national character, 
and which I think ought to be constructed by 
getting the appropriation which the gentlemen 
who are friendly to the work desire from the 
Treasury. Butthat ought not to interfere with 


` this work; and the success of the present mo- 


received by the Government of the United . 


States from its stock in that canal do not ex- 


upon it? 

Mr. DAVIS. . This is one of the most im- 
portant improvements that is now in progress 
in the whole United States. 


of the Ohio river and its immediate tributaries | 


is mach larger than that of any river on the © 


face of this earth. This improvement, by an 
enlargement of the canal at the falls at Louis- 
ville, has been progressing for some twenty-five 
or thirty years. 1t has been dragging through 
that whole’ period of time. All the proceeds 
of the tolls upon the canal for years and years 
have been appropriated to the work. The 


Government itself has received from the stock | 


it subscribed toward the work dividends ex- 


ceeding all the appropriations the Government | 


has ever made toward the work. There was 
an appropriation made for a few works of a 
general character at the last session and this 
work received a share, which, with the sum 
now proposed to be voted, will be sufficient to 
complete it and to open the navigation around 
the falls according to the enlarged canal with 
the enlarged locks, and in that way will open 


-hausted. 


tion would not, in my judgment, obstruct one 
iota the work which the honorable Senator 
is so desirous to have done. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I am in favor 
of this appropriation in the proper place, and 
I concur entirely with the remarks that have 
been made by the Senator from Michigan as 
to the impropriety of introducing into the 
legislative, executive, and judicial appropri- 
ation bill an item which properly belongs to 
the river and harbor bill. In view of the 
remarks made by the chairman of the Com- 


|| mittee on Appropriations, I desire to ask the 


Senator from Ohio--and it may have some 
influence on my vote on this measure—whether 
the previous appropriation for this work has 
been expended, or whether the work is not 
still progressing and will not continue to pro- 
gress until the end of this fiscal year, the end 
of June, whether this appropriation be now 
made or not? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I understand that is ex- 
If I understand correctly, the appro- 
priation of one or two millions in gross was 
made in a general appropriation bill, and the 
part allotted to this particular work is ex- 
hausted. 

Mr. SCOTT. But has the work actually 
been suspended for want of funds? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not live within one 
hundred and fifty miles of it. The Senator 
from Kentucky will know better how that is. 


| I presume the work is practically suspended at 
The commerce | 


present; but I cannot answer the question 
directly. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Iwill say to the Sen- 


: ator from Pennsylvania that that appropriation 
‘is not and will not be expended until the 30th 


of June. . 

Mr. CORBETT. Last year the estimates 
were something over seven million dollars, 
or at least we ascertained in the Committec 
on Commerce that the river and harbor bill 


‘was to be loaded down with appropriations 


to the extent of seven or eight million 
dollars. The committee thought it prudent, 
therefore, to make an appropriation in bulk, 
amounting to about two million five hundred 
thousand dollars, I think, to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of War; 
and that was apportioned to the various works 
in different sections of the country for carry- 
ing forward all such works as the Department 
saw were for the greatest good of the country, 


1870. 
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and we distributed it throughout the country 
equitably. 

Now, I understand that the estimates are 
something like twelve million dollars. The 


this question and had it fully under consider- 


little over four hundred thousand dollars was 
estimated last year, and we gave one hundred 
and fifty or two hundred thousand dollars prob- 


1 : ‘ably for that canal during the past year, and 
Committee on Commerce have not examined `: 


ation; and it does seem to me that the com- |: 


mittee ought to examine these appropriations 


and make some inquiry as to the necessity of | 


these works and where the gredtest amount of 
money is required, and have the appropriations 
fairly distributed throughout the country. 


now we are asked for $450,000 more. This 
ought to be examined into, it seems to me, by 
the committee. I desire to do what is right by 
this canal, and to give it a fair appropriation ; 
but it seems to me the committee ought to have 


_ the opportunity to examine the question. 


I. 
have no doubt that this is a great work, and it ` 


is important that an appropriation for it should | 


be made; but it does seem to me that it is |: 


roper for the Committee on Commerce to 

hace it under consideration and examine it, 
and it should be put upon the general appro- 
priation bill for rivers and harbors. 

We all know the necessity of all these river 
improvements, that it is necessary to have the 
money to commence when the water is low. 
That is the case with almost every river im- 
provement that we have before us; and yet we 
cannot put those appropriations upon this bill. 

It seems to me, therefore, that all these ap- 
propriations should be considered and determ- 
ined upon with a view to how much we can 
give to each work, and then make the division 

- accordingly. Itseems to me that is the proper 


way. 

Mr. FOWLER. I think the Senator from 
Oregon is perfectly right in his conclusion on 
the subject. 
him from every one but this single one. We 
ask this one. 

Mr. DAVIS. I should say, in reply to the 

uestion put by the honorable Senator from 
Pennsyleaaies that I live nearly one hundred 
miles from Louisville, and I have not been in 


Mr. RAMSHY. I am very friendly to this 
appropriation; but I fear very much if it is 
made at this stage and in this bill we shall lose 
thesympathy of the Senators from Ohio and the 
Senators from Kentucky when the general 
appropriation bill for rivers and harbors comes 
up. We have, for instance, appropriations for 
the upper Mississippi river in that bill, and I 
‘should like to have this appropriation along 
| with others there. I should like to have them 


| travel hand by hand, as before. 


Mr. SHERMAN. My friend got passed a 
few, months ago, without any objection from 
the Senators from Ohio and Kentucky, an 
appropriation of $250,000 for the Mississippi 
river, for an improvement precisely like this. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Which was that ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Around the Des Moines 
rapids. That was this session, when, if I had 


li chosen to pursue the same course now adopted 
ii here, I might have moved this as an amend- 


that city for some six or eight months; but I : 


learn upon authority that I give complete re- 
liance to, that the work on this improvement 
has been suspended because the means appro- 


priated to it under the bill passed last session `: 


are exhausted, and that to take up the work 
and continue it requires the present proposed 
appropriation of money. There is not an im- 
provement in the United States anywhere that 
requires so small asum of money asis necessary 
to complete this work, that is of so much pub- 


lic importance, and that will yield sucha large | 


and profitable return to the business and com- |: | 
‘i Lam sorry to see that so many distinguished | 


merce and profits of the country as this appro- 
priation would. I do hope that the honorable 
Senator will withdraw his opposition to it and 
let it pass. 

Mr. CAMERON. I think this is not the 
placeto make this appropriation. It ought to 
go with the appropriations for rivers and har- 
bors. It is only one of the great items in the 
country that require aid, and there isno special 
reason why we should go out of the way to put 
on a general appropriation bill a sum so large 
as this, nearly half a million dollars, to avoid 
the difficulties at these falls. We have been 


improving there for years; we have been spend- | 


ing money for over thirty years at the falls of 
the Ohio, and every year a larger sum is want- 
ing than the year before. noe 

{ shall probably vote for this appropriation 
at the right time, but I shall vote against put- 
ting it on this bill. I think we had better let 


the opriation bills be loaded with nothing | 
na || the bill, giving $250 to the widow of a member | 


whichis extraneous, nothing which isnot legiti- 
mately adapted to that place. 

Mr. CORBETT. 
ye 


caral; 
pose, perhaps, 
dollars. The 
$150,000, he thinks. f i 
Mr. DAVIS. That is my impression. 


Me CORBETT. My impression is that a! 


i 


l 

| 
H 
i 


; We cannot put all these appro- |! 
priations in this bill; therefore we will relieve | 


My impression is that last | 
ar the estimate for the completion of this | 
work was a little over four hundred thousand : 
dollars; and of the $2,500,000 we appropri- i 
ated in bulk, a certain amount went to this |, 
I do not know how much, but I sup- | 
a couple of hundred thousand : 
Senator from Kentucky says | 


i ment to that. I think the Senator from Min- 
| nesota was very anxious to have that passed. 
Mr. RAMSEY. Certainly I was friendly to 


all look for some assistance. 
before us. 
priation will withdraw their sympathies from 
that bill, we shall probably fail. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will remark to the Senator 
from Minnesota that I voted at this session for 


That is not yet 


an appropriation to deepen the canal around | 


the falls of Des Moines in his river. 

Mr. McCREERY. Iam very glad thatthe 
only objection I have heard urged to this meas- 
ure is an objection to the place in which it is 
proposed to make the appropriation. Itisa 
' workas meritorious as any that will be brought 


up for the consideration of this Congress. | 
The scope of country probably is wider; and | 


a greater amount of commerce passes through 
this canal; and a greater number of people 
will be benefited than by any appropriation 
that this Congress will be called upon to make. 


| Senators seem inclined to make the objection 
i that the appropriation does not come in the 


i| proper place. If itis a proper appropriation, ' 


| if the wants of commerce and the wants of 
| the people demand it, I am sorry that Senators 
| are inclined to stickle upon a point as to the 
| place. 

| Lhope that the Senate will stand up and 


|: give to this measure a vote commensurate with 
| its importance to the western people. From 


ithe iron mountains of Pennsylvania to the 
Gulf of Mexico every household, every family 
is interested in this appropriation ; and I hope 
that Senators will not hold out and say that 
| this is not the proper place. That is stickling 
| upon a point, and is unworthy of the consid- 
eration of this great question. 
Senate will pass the appropriation. 

Mr. CAMERON. Before this motion was 
made I offered a little bit of an amendment to 


of Congress whom I knew here some twenty 
years ago from Louisiana, a man whose elo- 
quence was famed all over the western country 
and whose hospitality was known all over this 
city ; and now his widow is here, with two highly 
educated and accomplished daughters, living 
by her labor as a translator. She did service 
for the agricultural bureau to the amount of 
$350 and she received but $100. I offered an 
amendment to this bill to allow her the $250 
now due to her, to enable her to pay her rent. 


It was objected to by various persons here ; 


it; but on the general river and harbor bill we | 


If Senators by getting this appro- ; 


I hope the | 


and immediately afterward the Senator from 
Ohio, because, I suppose, of his high position 
as chairman of the Committee on Finance, rose 
|| and offered an amendment giving $450,000 for 
| a particular object, and which would not have 
: been listened to at all probably if it had been 
< $450 or $4,500. 
I know a great deal about the falls of the 
© Ohio. As long ago as 1881, going down that 
river to Louisiana, I stopped three days at 
Louisville. Seeing its importance, and having 
| an engineer with me, I had an estimate made 
of the cost of making an additional canal 
| around the falls, and also an estimate of the 
! cost of a railroad around the falls, and there- 
i fore I know pretty well what ought to be spent 
, there to make it useful to the country. Ido 
/not know how much has been spent since; 
i probably some millions of dollars; and they 
' are crying now for as much a3 they did then. 
| Since that time the whole system of railroads 
‘has been brought into use. There was not a 
‘ railroad at that day of one hundred miles in 
extent; there was none except the little Man- 
chester railroad in England, of, I think, thirty 
miles. The system of railroads has made the 
navigation of the falls much less useful to the 
country now than it wasthen. At that time 
i everything going into Missouri had to go down 
` tothe mouth of the Ohio river, and then go 
| up the Mississippi by boat, taking a long jour- 
i! ney. I remember very well that some people 
'i from the town in which I live, Harrisburg, 
| went out to St. Louis, and it took them six 
' weeks to get there. Now you go by rail across 
|| the country in about three days. 
Iam in favor of making all the appropriations 
i necessary for the proper improvement of the 
| country, necessary for the proper facilities of 
i: trade and navigation and intercourse through- 
| out the country ; but I want them done upon 
reflection, and I do not think this is the time, 
in this stage of an appropriation bill and at 
|| this time of the night, to pass an appropriation 
|| of $450,000 toget around these falls. Iwantan 
| appropriation for the Susquehanna river. We 
have spent $40,000,000 in our State in trying 
to make our river navigable, and it is yet not 
i navigable. Now, I want an appropriation of 
some few hundred thousand dollars to begin . 
the navigation from tide-water, which is Havre 
de Grace, forty miles up, to Columbia, which 
will improve all that country, and which is as 
|| much needed as any improvement that can be 
made upon the Ohio. Thirty or forty years 
! ago you could not get down the Ohio river on 
| a large steamboat. Now, it is not necessary 
to have such large boats as then, because you 
< can break bulkat Louisville. By the way, the 
' Senators from Kentucky are not so much inter- 
| ested is this as they think, because Louisville 
‘| was built up by the breaking of bulk at that 
| place. There would never have been anything 
' beyond a hamlet there if it had not been for 
|; the belief that passing down the river and com- 
: ing up the river everything had to change at 
| Louisville. That was the reason it was first 
selected, and that is the reason why it has be- 
come the flourishing city which it is now. I 
' think I shall be likely to vote for this after a 
. while, but I shall not vote for it to-night. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I regret ex- 
- tremely that the Senator from Ohio has moved 
i this amendment to this bill. I have voted for 
appropriations for this work a great many 
times, and if I remain a member of this body, 
© and appropriations are asked to improve the 
| Ohio river, I slall continue to vote for them ; 
but not in this contingency, not to put them 
ji upon an appropriation bill. The difference 
| between meum and tuum is very broad, and I 
, would be very much pleased to see the Sen- 
- ator from Ohio defending the appropriation 
` bill to-night if any gentleman should offer an 
' appropriation like this to go upon it. I think 
' he would treat the proposition not quite so 
| mildly as does my colleague ; but that he would 
il assail it with a good deal more of vigor, be- 
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cause in all its relations it is inappropriate 
and does not belong upon this bill, It is ill- 
timed. 
me here for long years, the friends and the 
ardent defenders of appropriations for rivers 
and harbors. My name is recorded in the 
records of this body in votes which | have 


| 


i 
I 


j 
i 
i 
i 
| 


always uniformly given to improve the western | 


lakes, rivers, and harbors. But, sir, I insist 
that it is ill-advised by the friends who would 


| Ohio. 


the estimates of the engineer department for 


this year, amounting in gross to $7,761,900. | 


I appeal to those who have stood with || Thisisthe very same estimate that the $450,000 ` 


was in for this canal around the falls of the | 
If the Senate decides to take the esti- ; 
mates as they come from the board of engin- 
eers, then Í desire that they shall take them 
all; and I now move that this be added as an 


' amendment to the proposition of the Senator 


‘from Ohio. 


see these improvements progress all over the ; . t 
reported; I should like to see how it is written. — 


land to wrest one from its appropriate position 
and seck to place it here. 
Now, sir, Í have not footed the estimates, but 


I understood the chairman of the Committee ' 


on Commerce tosay that they amounted in gross 
to about twelve million dollars. This is the 


full amount recommended by the engineer in | 


charge for this work, $450,000. Is it supposed 


by any Senator here that we are atany time to ` 


pass in one year an appropriation that shall 
amount to $12,000,000? And is it just that 
one appropriation shall be taken at its maximum 
estimate and put upon this bill, and others 
scaled still lower in your river and harbor bill, 
when that bill shall come before us, when ithas 
been examined and received the consideration 
of a committee, so that they may know how 
justly to appropriate this money all over the 
couatry? Ithink not. 

Why, sir, you say we have appropriated here 
in a bill by itself, notin an appropriation bill, 


li offered. 


a sum of $250,000 for the Des Moines rapids ` 


as atemporary appropriation ; but theestimates 


for that very improvement are $1,000,000 in | 


the book I hold in my band; and ifyou scale 
$1,000,000 by one quarter of that sum, what is 
the sum which you should appropriate for the 
falls at Louisville? These are matters that ought 
to have the consideration and the attention 
of a committee, so that whatever may be the 
aggregate of appropriations that we shall make 
shall be just to the various portions of the 
country. Look at the appropriations that are 
asked to improve the navigation around Harl 
Gate aud the approaches to New York, over 
which more’ commerce passes than over any 
ekannel in the broad land.. Take all these 
large appropriations, eminently just, eminently 
proper. Ione appropriation should go here, 


80 should another, and then when you come | 


to the smaller appropriations, they may be just 
as important to the localities as those which 
are larger and which embrace a broader com- 
merce; but they are scaled on a basis which 


makes that amount equally fitting to the local- : 


ity where they belong. 


Sir, as a long and earnest and consistent | 
friend of river and harbor improvements, I | 


protest against this method of forcing this 


: whether it is in order as I offer it. 
| desire to give notice now that I shall offer it to- | 


Mr. THURMAN. I want the amendment 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 
of the book of estimates and present it. 


It is not in order. 
I will cut this leaf out 
It will 


not take me more than a quarter of a miuute | 


to offer it in regular parliamentary order. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It must be referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations at least one day. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I will ask the Chair 
If not, I | 


| 
morrow, and then I shall move anadjournmeat, | 
that I may have an opportunity. F | 

Mr. POMEROY. Doyou wantnow to refer | 
it to the Committee on Appropriations? 


Mr. POMEROY. This doesnot come under 
the rule that requires amendments to appro- 
priation bills to be referred to the Committee ' 
on Appropriations one day before they are 
That applies where they come from | 
a committee, but this has come as an estimate 
from the head of a Department. Estimates 
from the heads of Departments do not need to 
be referred to the Committee on Appropria- | 
tions one day. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must ` 


. decide upon the language of the rule. The Chair 


_ having passed the Senate, the Senate are ap- 
' prised of its importance, and they therefore 
« have the right to move an appropriation to carry 


appropriation upon this bill; and if it does go | 
ihere the chairman of the Committee on Com- |: 
merce will fail to do his duty, as I know he | 


will not, if he does not offer every item in those 
estimates that we may have them stand side by 
side and share together the same success or 
the same defeat. 


order at this stage? | 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Certainly, the 
amendment is amendable. 

Mr. CHANDLER. An amendment to the 
amendment would be in order, would it not? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It would. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I then move as an 
amendment the whole of the engineer’s esti- 
mates for this year. They are for Cleveland, 


Ohio; Sandusky, Ohio; Buffalo, New York; | 
Muskegon, Michigan; South Haven, Michi- | 


gan; Milwaukee, Wisconsin ; Sheboygan, Wis- 
consin; Providence, Rhode Island; Hudson 
river, New York, &c. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will | 


send his amendment to the desk to be read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That has not been re- 
ferred tothe Committee on Appropriations, as 
mine has been. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Well, I desire to move 


|! of an estimate from. the head of some of the | 
' it ig remembered that the honorable Senater 


| 


| under which the Senator from Ohio has moved 
Mr. CHANDLER. Is an amendment in | 


does not know what the intention was, but the . 
language of the rule will strike the Senate 

when the Chair states it. As he stated pre- | 
viously, there are four different ways in which 

amendments can be moved to appropriation 

bills. The first is ‘‘ to carry out the provisions | 
of some existing law.’ The obvious reason 
is that the law has already passed, and there- 
fore itis right to move an appropriation to carry 
it out. 


that session.’’ 
yet passed the House of Representatives ; but 


out that act, upon the hypothesis that probably ` 
it. will be passed by the other House. The 
thirdis, ‘‘or moved by the direction of a stand- 
ing or select committee of the Senate.” That 
does not limit anything from a standing or 
select committee to the estimates of the De- 
partment. An amendment can be moved bya 
committee, though not included in the estimates 
themselves. ‘I'he fourth is, ‘‘ or in pursuance 


? That is the clause of the rule 


Departments. 
l 
his amendment. The latter part of the rule is: | 
_ “ All amendments to general appropriation bills | 
reported from committees of the Senate proposing 
new items of appropriation shall, one day before they 
are offered, be referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations.” 
That seems to limit the reference to the. 


Committee on Appropriations of those amend- 


ments which are moved by direc’on of a ` 


standing or select committee of the Senate, 
and which are not embraced in the other three 


propositions; that is, in compliance with a ` 


law already passed, in compliance with an act 
which has passed the Senate, or in compliance | 
with the estimates of a head of a Department. 
If moved by direction of a standing or select 
committee of the Senate, and not coming within 
the provisions of the other three authorities in 
this rule, then they must be referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations; and the reason | 


for that seems to be obvious, because they are 


subjects which have not yet been before the | 


© department. 


i in. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly. |i 


' by the Senate. 


i Senate in any way, either by the passage of a 
' law through both branches, by the passage of 
a bill through this branch, or by the estimates 
made by the Departments and printed, and laid 
on the desks of members. 

The fast part of the rule requires amend- 
ments to the general appropriation bills re- 
ported from committees of the Senate, propos- 
ing new items of appropriation, to be, one day 
before they are offered, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and therefore, as 
this amendment isin pursuance of an estimate 
from the head of a Department, the Chair 
: thinks it is in order without being referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then I offer this as an 


: amendment to the amendment of the Senator 


: from Ohio, being the estimate of the engineer 
l offer it myself. It does not 
come from the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘Then I desire to reply 
| in a few words to the proposition. It is nat- 
; ural that a proposition in which our constit- 
| uents are interested should excite attention ; 
i and this my people are very much interested 
| But I have been somewhat surprised at 
| the mode in which this appropriation, admitted 
' on all hands to be proper, has been received 
Here is an appropriation that 


there is nota single member of this Senate, . 


who would under any circumstances vote for 
any appropriation for a public work, but what 
admits the absolute necessity of it. It comes 
to us with every sanction that is possible an 
appropriation can come with. It comes,to us 
under circumstances when immediate action 
is shown and admitted to be necessary. 

Here we are met by points of objection ; and 
what are they? It is said that it ought to be 
put on some other bill. Why was that point 
not made when the honorable Senator from 
Vermont put on this bill $500,000 to extend 

: the Capitol grounds, when that was not the 
` place for such an appropriation? Why was it 
not made when it was proposed to start a new 
building for the State Department, costing 
| $6,000,000, when this legislative bill was not 


| the place for that, and when there is a special 
The second is, ‘‘ or some act or reso- || 
lution previously passed by the Senate during ¥- 
That is, an aet which has not | 


bill for that? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Senator 
i will pardon me. I know he would not mis- 
represent what was done by myself in relation 
| to the State Department. The State Depart- 
| ment building proposed by the Committee on 
| 


| Public Buildings and Grounds only called for 


$500,000 this year, and to complete it prob- 
: ably not exceeding $500,000 more. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The style of the building 
of which it is a part—it is only one wing— 
‘ when completed, will, it is admitted, cost over 
` $6,000,000, because the Treasury Department, 
which is a less costly building than the plan 
proposed, cost $6,500,000 when expenses were 
: much less than they are now. 
Now, how does this proposition look, when 


| from Massachusetts [Mr. SUMNER] rose here 
and offered an amendment to explore the North 
sea; to send some of our enterprising citizens 


| away off to an unknown region on afive years’ 


voyage, to live on whale oil among Greenland- 
"ers and Esquimaux; and that was put on this 
bill without this point of objection being made? 
Here is an improvement, in which ten millions 
of our own country are intimately interested, 
which the committees of both Houses and the 
Executive Departments favor; and now we are 
met with flaws and objections that this is not 
the particular place, and that this must help 
log-roll $12,000,000 for the improvement ot 
rivers and harbors in some remote region. 
Mr. President, it seems to me that that is 
not the way to treat a’proposition of this kind. 
The objection, it is true, as to time and place, 
-may come, and when it is forcible it may be 
made, but it has not been made in regard to 
this bill as to any particular amendment that 
‘has been offered by any single Senator, myself 
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among the number. Of all the multiplied 
amendments that have been made to this bill, 
not one of them has been appropriate to it 


except, probably, a little one tt ıt I offered to | 


vay a chief clerk in a bureau of the Treasury 
Deparment the only one that pertains to the 
executive department. This is a bill for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 
of the Government, and in it you have adopted 


propositions to start a new public building » 


here, to extend the grounds around the Capi- 
tol, and to explore the north pole. 
lt seems to me that under these circum- 


stances there ought not to be this kind of op- ; 


position to this the only appropriation in which 


my constituents have any particular interest. 


As a matter of course, if the Senate vote this 


for this work last year, and if one hundred or 
onehundred and fifty thousand dollars has been 
appropriated, the appropriation now should be 
reduced to that extent. ; 

I remember that the Senator from Ohio, in 
his administration of the Committee of Ways 


: and Means of the House, and also in his admin- 


down, we shall have to await our chances; but ` 
I give notice that I would rather see this appro- 


priation sunk in the ocean and the navigation 
of the Ohio interrupted as it is now by a bridge 
built by your authority and by an unimproved 
canal there obstructing the way of thousands 
of vessels every month, than to see it made 
the besis of a log-rolling operation to pass 


appropriations for $12,000,000 for obscure i 


istration of the Finance Committee of the Sen- 
ate, always made an energetic effort to keep 
the appropriation bills ‘‘clean,’’ as he used to 
call it. Now, I think this appropriation is an 
unusual one for this place. 
made by the Senator, that the appropriations 
for public buildings and the extension of the 


| grounds were improper upon this bill, I think 


will not be borne out by the record; certainly 
not so far as public buildings are concerned in 
this city. I think they are invariably put on 
appropriation bills. Never has any public 


`. building been erected here by a separate inde- 


rivers and harbors; and I have no doubt that | 


will be the feeling of my constituents. 


If this | 


pendent hill, but always by legislation upon 


: some general appropriation bill. 


is to be made the basis to carry on these large | 


appropriations, well and good; but I would 
rather see it fall. 

I trust that the Senate will take a different 
view. Ido not think there is a single man in 


either House of Congress opposed to this ap- ` 
propriation; certainly no one who has been ` 


on the ground and seen the obstruction that 
this bridge and canal are to the navigation of 


are interested. 
from the top of the Alleghany mountains to 
the Gulf of Mexico, is interested in it. This 
is an obstruction to the provisions and supplies 
of all the South passing through this canal 
down the Ohio river. These objections seem 


very singular when we reflect that on the kin- | 


Every man in that region, ` 


Nr.SHERMAN. Always upon the miscel- 
laneous appropriation bill before this, so faras 
I know. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Well, upon 
some general appropriation bill; whether mis- 
cellaneous or not would not be material. 

Now, Mr. President, it is obvious that the 


` Senator from Michigan will have his way, and 


a large amount of time will be consumed here 
entirely uselessly. Ifthe whole of these river 


The suggestion | 


ee a 


the honorable Senator from Maine and the 
Senate that the amount of commerce that 
passes through that canal from day to day and 


from year to year is twenty, yes, fiftyfold larger 


| than the commerce that passes around the Des 
| Moines rapids, and the sum that is required is 
‘less than one half what is required for that 


i work, and that sum is all that is necessary to 


complete this work and to put it into the fullest 
and most perfect operation. It seems to me 
that there could not be better good sense and 
better national economy than forthis work tobe 
resumed by an appropriation of Congressof the 
moderate sum necessary to complete it and to 
push its completion within the shortest possible 
time, so as to give the immense results of this 


, improvement to the free navigation and com- 
; merce of ten million people, and to an amount 
' of trade that is greater in its aggregate than 


the entire foreign commerce of the United 


. States. 


Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky wants to know what is the use of re- 
ferring this proposition to the Committee on 
Commerce. I will state that the reason exists 


| in this case that exists for referring any matter 
to any committee. The estimates are not taken 


by committees usually. ‘They are scrutinized, 


‘examined, and whether the Committee on 


and harbor appropriations are put on this bill, |: 


certainly the bill never will be carried through 
both Houses. It will be a waste of time. We 


have agreed and are all anxious to adjourn at | 
nd cai r i an early moment, certainly as early as the time : 
that vast region, in which ten million people : 


specified, the 15th of July. 


It seems to me, | 


Commerce would recommend all the appropria- 
tions that are asked for in those estfinates is a 
very grave question. They might not deem it 
expedient to expend quite so much money as 
the estimates call for in a given year. Some- 


. times the estimates are made for a suecession 


therefore, we ought to economize time, and if | 
we intend to adjourn at that date it would be | 


better for us to act on this appropriation in 


the regular river and harbor bill, 


dred river, the Mississippi above the Ohio, the | 
work is now going on day by day, and this | 


Congress gave them what they wanted to keep 


could be made. 
sonable to make these objections as to time 


It seems to me it is unrea- | 


and place as to this particular appropriation | 
when you can spend $100,000 to explore the . 
north pole, start a public building in this city, | 


and extend the Capitol grounds so as to beau- 
tify and ornament the Capitol, to all of which 


the same objection -might be made—that they || 


were out of time and out of place. 

But it is a question forthe Senate to decide. 
T hope yet the Senate will let this measure 
stand upon its own merits. If this appropria- 
tion ought to be made now, let it be made. 
am told by a member of the House that both the 
proper committees of the House have agreed 
to this proposition because of the urgent neces- 
sity for it, and that it would have passed the 
House if either of the proper committees could 
have been called in the ordinary way, but they 


have to wait to be called, to meet the pressing © 


necessity of the appropriation. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have no 
question about the propriety of an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the canal at Louis- 
ville. I was strongly disposed to favor it, and 


did rise and vote with the majority on this ques- | 


tion ; but it seems to me, after the explanation 
of the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 


Mr. DAVIS. Iask what single reason there 


is for having the subject-matter of this proposi- | 


tion referred to the Committee on Commerce? 
Would it be for any other purpose than for that 


| committee to investigate the question, and ' 
, ‘decide whether it was proper to make the 
the work going until the regular appropriation | 


: together. 


appropriation or not? Would there be any . 
other single object in referring this proposition ; 
i. to that committee? Is there a member of that 


committee, or of the Senate, who doubts that 
this appropriation ought to be made before its 


reference to the Committee on Commerce? | 


_ If that is the universal and undoubted convic- 
_ tion of the Committee on Commerce, and of | 


the entire Senate, where is the good practical 
sense of referring it to that committee at all? 
Why, sir, if there was but one proposition of 


this character to be made at the present ses- | 


sion, and but a single appropriation, and that 


was to be decided by considerations of the | 


most importance to the country, that. proposi- 
tion would be the identical one now before us; 


- and if there was no other one whatever to be 
: made, it would receive the unanimous sanction, 


` be required to complete each work. 


according to judgment and reason, of the en- 
tire Senate, and of the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


proportion to the amount of money that will 
That, in 


‘| my judgment, is not the correct rule at all. 


Such appropriations ought to be graduated to 


', the importance of the work, to the results to 


priations, which I believe will be found to be | 
true, that not a single day will be gained in | 
point of time by putting this appropriation on : 


this bill instead of passing it as a separate meas- | 
ure, the Senator from Ohio ought not longer to | 
» work. 


persist in pressing it upon this appropriation 
bill. 

The suggestion made by the Senator from 
Oregon I think is a pertinent one. I remember 


the facts upon being reminded of them by the . 
Senator from Oregon, as he does, that only `! 
about four hundred thousand dollars wasasked ;; 


be produced by a consummation of the work, 
and by the smallness of the amount asked for 
to accomplish the work. 
single sum of money of a small’ amonnt, the 
last that isto be asked for after a series of a 
great many years of appropriations to this 


Now, sir, here is a | 


of years. The committee takes out the esti- 
mates for the current year, ending with the 
fiscal year. In this case the Committee on 
Commerce of the other House hasa bill which 
has been lying there for some days, ready to 


; be reported whenever the Committee on Com- 


merce is called. That bill will be passed. But, 
sir, we want this and all other appropriations 
of the same character to share the same fate. 
They are equally meritorious. There area hun- 
dred similar appropriations perhaps that areas 
meritorious as this, and we want them all to go 
I hope the Senate will either vote 
on the whole of these estimates as an amend- 
ment, or vote this item off the bill. Whichever 
course will suit the views of the Senate will 


| suit me. 


Mr. FLANAGAN. Ihave listened with a 
good deal of interest to the arguments pro 


‘and con on this subject, and for my part l can 


see nothing extraordinary, nothing very alarm- 
ing in the proposition submitted to the Senate 
for its action. Precedent is alluded to. Is 
the Senate alarmed at the action likely to be 
had by it? Certainly not. They occupy a much 
higher stand-point than that. They are not 
fearful as to their action. When a case is pre- 


i sented that is meritorious it will find a response 
: in the affirmative; they are ready to meet the 


question. 

Now, sir, I have observed closely the argu- 
ments in advocacy and in opposition to the 
present amendment, and I have not heard, so 


. far as I recollect, one solitary iota advanced 
The honorable Senator from Maine says that | 
` the appropriations ought to be graduated in 


| question is no longer tenable. é 
© upon in the first stage of this discussion. The 


This is the sole and final sum neces- ʻi 


; sary to complete this work and to open the | 
` canal around the falls and make it just as com- 


‘ modious for navigation as the river itselfis i 


above and below the falls. o. 
If the question of this appropriation is to be 
decided by the importance of the work, P tell 


that it was not a meritorious amendment; but 
the objection seems to be that it is presented 
improperly foraction. Itseems to be forgotten, 
orelse I misapprehend the matter, that that 
It was passed 


point of order was raised that it was not 
properly before the Senate, and that point of 
order was decided. Therefore I think it un- 
necessary to diseuss that branch of the subject 
further. 

It is, to say the least, properly before the 
Senate. It seems to meto bea legitimate and 
meritorious amendment, and it will cost the 
United States Government no more to pass 
upon it now than it will when reported by any 
other committee after any other investigation. 
There seems to be no investigation necessary 
in the premises. It is agreed by all Senators 
that the proposition is legitimate and proper 
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in itself and will be properly responded to at 
the proper period. 1 say this is as good a one, 
so far as I am concerned, as any other time; 
and the merit of the proposition being conceded, 


and it having been decided that it is properly | 
before the Senate, I do not see why we should | 


not dispose of it at once. 


Michigan, which is to add the estimates. What 
is the amount? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Clerk will report 
the amount. It is $7,769,900. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think the items ought 
to be taken in detail. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Clerk can report 
them in detail. 

Mr. POMEROY. 


arate vote on each appropriation. 


| 


We should have a sep- ` 


p 
i 
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May 23, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Moxpay, May 23, 1870. 


The House met at eleven o'clock a. m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and 


; ` approved. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is | 
on the amendment offered by the Senator from ; 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the | 


first business in order is the call of the States 
and: Territories, beginning with the State of 


Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint ! 


resolutions for reference to their appropriate 
committees and not to be brought back by 
motions to reconsider. Under this call memo- 
rials and resolutions of State and territorial 
Legislatures are in order for printing and 


i reference. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from ; 
Michigan offers the estimates as an amend- ` 


ment to the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I offer the whole of the 
estimates as an amendment. 

Mr. POMEROY. I suggest to the Senator 
to offer them one at a time, and that we take 
a vote separately on each one. 

Mr. CHANDLER. You can ask to have 
the amendment divided. 


Mr. CAMERON. I ask to have the amend- | 


ment divided. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Very well; let the items 
be read seriatim. 

The Chief Clerk read the first item, as fol- 
lows: 


Mr. HAMLIN. Now let us take the ques- 
tion on that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Michigan moves this as an amendment to the 
amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If this is adopted can 
other amendments be moved ? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Certainly. The 
amendment as amended would still be amend- 
able. The question now is on the amendment 
to the amendment. 

The question being put, there were on a 
division—ayes 23, noes 18. 

Mr. DRAKE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SAULSBURY,. I move that the Senate 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I hope not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question, 
and declared the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I-demand the 
yeas and nays. [‘*No!’’ “No!’?] Iinsist on 
the yeas and nays. I want to finish this bill, 
if possible. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Before the result is an- | 


nounced, I desire to give notice of an amend- 
ment to be offered to this bill, which I ask to 
have referred to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations.< 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It willbe referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 
22; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Cameron, Cragin, Drake, 
Gilbert, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, 
Hamlin, Harris, Howard, Howe, Howell, Johnston, 
Kellogg, Morrill of Vermont, Patterson, Pomeroy, 
Saulsbury, Scott, Spencer, Sumner, Tipton, Vick- 
ers, and Williams—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Brownlow, Buckingham, 
Casserly, Chandler, Colo, Corbett, Davis, Flanagan, 
Jfarlan, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Nye, Osborn, 
Ross, Sawyer, Sherman, Sprague, Thayer, Thurman, 
Warner, and Yates—22. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Boreman, Car- 

enter, Cattell, Conkling, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, 

owler, Lewis, McCreery, Morton, Norton, Pool, 
Pratt, Ramsey, Revels, Rice, Robertson, Schurz, 
Stewart, Stockton, Trumbull, Willey, and Wilson—26, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Sen- 
ate (at twenty-seven minutes past ten o’clock 
p. m.) adjourned. 


FRAUDS IN CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS, ETC. 
Mr. WARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


, 2068) to detect and punish frauds committed 


: at elections for Representatives and Delegates 


in Congress, and electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States; which 
was read a firstand second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
Mr. COX introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2069) 


| to reduce the rates of duties on foreign imports 
‘| and to abolish specific and compound duties; 


' which was read afirst and second time, referred 


ii to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
`: ordered to be printed. 


For improving the harbor of Cleveland, Ohio, i 


J. K. VISER. 


Mr. HARRIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2070) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior 
to settle and pay the accounts of J. K. Viser, 
clerk of the United States district court for 
the northern districtof Mississippi; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to | 


be printed. 
RELIEF FROM POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. MORPHIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2071) to relieve certain persons therein named 
of all legal and political disabilities ; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
select Committee on Reconstruction. 
NAVIGATION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE, ETC. 


Mr. LAWRENCE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2072) to secure to citizens of the United 


States the navigation of the St. Lawrence, andin ; 


i 
j 
i 
1 


{ 
1 
1 


relation tocommercialintercourse with Canada ; 
of New York. 


and the British American provinces; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to | 


be printed. 
WILLIAM BLAIR. 

Mr. PECK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2073) granting a pension to William Blair, of 
the war of 1812; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions and the War of 1812. 

MISSISSIPPI PILOTS. 

Mr. STEVENSON introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 292) for the relief of the pilots 
of the Mississippi squadron and their surviv- 
ing families; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, referred to the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
ROCKY RIVER. 

Mr. UPSON introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 298) authorizing a survey of the 
mouth of Rocky river; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 

Mr. STOKES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2075) for the relief of sundry citizens of Ten- 
nessee of all political disabilities; which was 


read a first and second time, and referred to the 


geleet Committee on Reconstruction. 


NAVIGATION OF CUMBERLAND RIVER. 
Mr. PROSSER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
i 2074) making an appropriation for improving 
| the navigation of the Cumberland river, in ths 


| States of Kentucky and Tennessee; which was 


‘read a first and second time, referred to the 
‘Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
| printed. 

POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


| Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, introduced a bill 


| (H. R. No. 2076) to relieve certain persons of 
: all political disabilities imposed by the four- 
_ teenth article of the amendments to the Con- 
` stitution of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
| select Committee on Reconstruction. 

: SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, ETC. 

| Mr. MeCRARY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
| 2077) to repeal an act entitled ‘An act to fix 


|. the time for the regular meetings of Congress,”’ 


| approved January 22, 1867, and to fix the sal- 
aries of members of Congress; which was read 

! a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

| mittee on Public Expenditures, and ordered to 

| be printed. 

| EDWARD P. JOHNSON. 

| Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, introduced a 

| joint resolution (H. R. No. 294) for the relief 
of Edward P. Johnson; which was read a first 
and second time, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Military 

: Affairs. 

| 


| MUDDY RIVER CANAL COMPANY. 
Mr. FITCH introduced a bili (H. R. No. 


ii 2078) to incorporate the Muddy River Canal 


| Company, and for a grant of land to aid in the 
| construction of a canal for irrigation, and for 
| other purposes, in the State of Nevada ; which 
| was read a first and second time, referred to 
' the -Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MARINE HOSPITAL, YOKOI[AMA, JAPAN. 


Mr. FITCH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
| 2079) to provide a marine hospital and other 
necessary buildings at Yokohama, Japan; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The call of the States and 
Territories for the introduction of bills and 
joint resolutions having been completed, the 
next business in order during the morning 
hour is the call for resolutions, &c., to be pre- 
sented for consideration at the present time. 
The call rested on Monday last with the State 


TRADE WITH BRITISH PROVINCES, 


Mr. BENNETT submitted the following 
resolution, upon which he called the previous 
question : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and is hereby, directed to cause an inquiry to be 
made, for the information of Congress, relativo to 
the extent and state of trade betwoen the United 
States and the several dependencies of Great Britain 
| in North America, and is hereby authorized to desig- 
nate a suitable person to make such inquiry; the 
same being with no view to tho establishment of a 
reciprocity treaty with such dependencies, but to es- 
tablish improved relations with those dependencies. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; which was upon adopt- 
ing the resolution. ; : 

Mr. PAINE. Does not this resolution pro- 
vide for a new officer? s i 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, 
the main question having been ordered. 

The question was taken upon agreeing to the 
resolution; and it was not adopted. 


PUBLICATION OF CONGRESSIONAL DEBATES. 


Mr. LAFLIN submitted the following pre- 
amble and resolution, upon which he called 
the previous question: 

Whereas the present contract for publishing the 
debates and proceedings of Congress will expire on 
the 4th day of March next: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of further 
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continuing the publication of the debates and pro- 
ceedings of Congress, and to report, if found prac- 
tieable, such plan as will best subserve the interests 
of the Government. 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the preamble and resolution were 
adopted. 


i 


Mr. LAFLIN moved to reconsider the vote 


jnst taken; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
REMOVAL OF BROOKLYN NAVY-YARD. 
Mr. SLOCUM. I submit the following reso- 


lution, upon which I call the previous question: `; and place by the President of the United States, and ` 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
authorized to report at any time the bill to provide 
tor the removal of the Brooklyn navy-yard. 


_ States. 


be requested_to report back the following bill, 
offered 17th February by Mr. Cox, namely, a bill 
(H. R. No. 849) constituting eight hours a day’s work 
for all laborers, workmen, and mechanics in the em- 
ploy of the Government of the United States: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
ativesof the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, 'That on and afterthe passage of this act eight | 
hours shall constitute a day’s work for all laborers, i 
workmen, and mechanics who may now be employed, : 
or may hereafter be employed, by any officeroragent | 
of the United States, or by any person or persons ; 
contracting with any officer or agent of the United 


| 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That any officer | 
or agent of the United States who shall evade or | 
attempt to evade any of the provisions of this act | 
| 


. Shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on į 


sufficient proof thereof shall be removed from office ; 


: any person or persons contracting with any officeror 


` agent of the United States who shall evade or at- 
: tempt to evade any of the provisions of this act shall 


The SPEAKER. This resolution requires 


a suspension of the rules, in that it proposes to 


give authority to the committee to report at 


any time. Is there objection? 
Mr. CALKIN. I object. 


rules is in order only after the expiration of _ 


the morning hour of Monday. 
DEMPSEY & O'TOOLE. 
Mr. KELSEY submitted the following res- 
olution, upon which he called the previous 
question : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and is hereby, directed to inform this House how 


much money has been paid to Dempsey & O’Toole ; 


since the 6th of February, 1868, upon their contract 
for supplying the Departmentof the Interior and the 
several bureaus and officers therein with stationery 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1869; and also 
whether said Dempsey & O’Toole now have any 
contract for furnishing stationery for said Depart- 
ment or any of the bureaus or offices thereof. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. KELSEY moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken ; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WAR EXPENDITURES IN NEW YORK CITY. 


Mr. WOOD submitted the following pream- | 


ble and resolution, upon which he called the 
previous question : 


Whereas the corporation of the city of New York 
disbursed in the year 1861 nearly one million dollars, 
under the direction of the Union defense committee, 
of which Hon. Hamilton Fish and Hon. Jobn A. Dix 
were respectively chairmen, for the outfit of troops 
which were used by the General Government in its 
war for the maintenance of the Union; and whereas 
no portion of thissum has been refunded: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations 
be directed to include in any appropriation bill not 
yet reported any amount which may be found due 
said corporation of the city of New York on said 
account after a 


Department or by the committee into the subject. 


roper examination by the Treasury | 


| 
| 
r| 


Mr. KELSEY. I object to the resolution '; 


unless it is modified. 
The SPEAKER. 

the gentleman. object ? 
Mr. KELSEY. 


no amount specified. 


majority of the House to determine. 


ray . . i 
The question was taken upon seconding tlre | State whether, in his opinion, such a method can be 


previous question; and upon a division there | } e mai 
li main distributing offices in this country. 


were—ayes 34, noes 69; no quorum voting. 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. KELSEY and | 


Mr. Woop were appointed. 


The House again divided; and the tellers | 


reported that there were—ayes 26, noes 97. 
So the previous question was not seconded. 
Mr. CULLOM. [Irise to debate the reso- 

lation. 

Mr. KELSEY. Iam willing to vote for the 
resolution if it shall be modified. 
Mr. COULLOM. I object. 
The SPEAKER. 
the resolution, under the rule, will go over. 
EIGHT-HOUR SYSTEM OF LABOR. 


Mr. MAYHAM submitted the following res- 
lution, on which he demanded the previous 
question: 


Upon what ground does ; 


I will not object if there is |: 


Debate arising thereon, | 


| 


| 


_, for all laborers, workmen, and mechanies employed 


The SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the | 


_hois [Mr. FARNSWORTH] rises to debate the 


i refuses to second it the Chair will uniformly 


: Mr. Maynarp were appointed. 
_ The House divided; and the tellers report- |: 
' ed—-ayes thirty-one, noes not counted. 


' olution. 


be deemed guilty of a violation of the same, and on ; 
conviction thereof in any United States court shall 
forfeit such contract, and in addition thereto shall 
be fined not more then $10,000 or less than $1,000. 
Sec.3. And be it further enacted, That the act enti- ` 
tied ‘An act constituting eight hours a day’s work 


by or on behalf of the Government of the United ' 
States,’ approved June 25, 1868, is hereby repealed. ! 


So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. In rise to debate the 
resolution. 

Mr. COX. In order to test the sense of the 
House I move that the resolution be laid on 
the table. | 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illi- | 


resolution, and it goes over. As the gentle- | 
man from New York [Mr. Cox] has sought 
the floor for the purpose of moving to lay the 
resolution on the table, the Chair desires to 
make a definitive ruling upon that’ matter. 
When any gentleman offers, during the morn- 


ing hour of Monday, a resolution with the view f a “eae ets 
‘resolution; on which he demanded the pre- 


of testing the sense of the House upon it, if the 
previous question is demanded and the House 


recognize a gentleman who rises to debate the 
resolution in preference to one who rises to 
detain the House by a motion to lay on the 
table. A gentleman offering a resolution has 
a perfect right either to ask the previous ques- 
tion or to move to lay it on the table for the 
purpose of testing the sense of the House ; but 
if he elects to demand the previous question, 
and the House refuses to second the demand, 
the Chair willuniformly recognize a gentleman 
who rises to debate the resolution. | 


PNEUMATIC TUBES FOR POSTAL PURPOSES. 


lution, on which he demanded the previous 
question: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested ' 
i to furnish to this House any information in his pos- 


The SPEAKER. That is a question for the | 


session respecting the practical operation, efficiency, 
cost, and reliability of the transmission of mail mat- 
ter in England by means of pneumatic tubes, and to | 


successfully applied to the mail service between the 


On seconding the call for the previous ques- 
tion, there were—ayes 22, noes 62; no quorum 
voting, 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Reeves and 


So the previous question was not seconded. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Irise to debate the res- 


The SPEAKER. 
lution goes over. 
TONNAGE DUES. 
Mr. CHURCHILL introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 2080) to exempt vessels engaged in the 
internal and coastwise navigation of the United 


Debate arising, the reso- 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary || States and in the fisheries from the payment of 
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i: this Union who have hitherto been denied that 


it 
o 
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tonnage dues; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

Mr. CHURCHILL called for the previous 
question on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, provides that from 
and after the passage of this act no tonnage 
dues, nor any tax in lieu thereof, shall be col- 
lected from any steamer, vessel, or canal-boat 
owned exclusively by citizens of the United 


; States, and duly enrolled and licensed and em- 


ployed in the internal or coastwise navigation 
of the United States, or in the bank, whale, or 
other fisheries. . 
The previous question was seconded and the 
"main question ordered ; and under the opera- 


-, tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 


' and read a third time; and being engrossed, it 
. was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CHURCHILL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
| on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
| MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 

| Mr. GoruaM, its Secretary, notifying the Hcuse 
that that body had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
1293) to enforce the right of citizens of the 
United States to vote in the several States of 


right on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude, with amendments, in 
which the concurrence of the House was re- 
` quested. 


| The message further announced that the 


! Senate had passed bills of the following titles, 
i in which the concurrence of the House was 


|; requested : 


i „An act (S. No. 439) to grant lands to the 
: Sierra Iron Company ; and 

! An act (S. No. 893) to establish an addi- 
! tional land district in the State of Kansas. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. GRISWOLD submitted the following 


: vious question : 


, .. Resolved, That a committee, consisting of three of 
the members of this House, be appointed by the 

Speaker to ascertain and report to this House who 

are the present owners interested in the franchise of 

the Northern Pacific Railroad Company; and that 

the committee have power to send for persons and 
papers. 


The House divided; and there were—ayes 
| 52, noes 58. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Iriseto a parliamentary 
inquiry, whether this resolution, if adopted, 
would not raise another special select com- 
mittee ? 

The SPEAKER. The House understands 


; ; i the terms of the resolution. 
Mr. REEVES submitted the following reso- ‘| 


Mr. GRISWOLD demanded tellers. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Mr. GRISWOLD 
: and Mr. ScorreLD were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 68, noes 58. 

So the previons question was seconded and 
the main question ordered. 

Mr. WILKINSON demanded the yeas and 
Days. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 85, nays 87, not voting 
56; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Archer, Arnell, 
Asper, Axtell, Beatty, Bird, Burchard, Burr, Calkin, 
: Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Ciinton L. 
Cobb, Coburn. Cook, Cox. Crebs, Cullom, Davis, Dock- 
ery, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Fink- 
elnburg, Gibson, Griswold, Haldeman, Hamill, Haw- 
kins, Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Hill, Holman, Jobason, 
Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, Knott, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Marshall, McCrary, McGrew, Mc- 
Neely, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, William 
Moore, Morgan, Morrissey, Mungen, Niblack, Orth, 
Packard, Potter, Reeves, Rice, Ridgway, Rogers, 
Sargent, Shanks, Slocum, John A. Smith, William J. 
Smith, Stevens, Stone, Strong, Swann, Sweeney, 
Trimble, ‘Tyner, Van Trump. Van Wyck, Ward, 
Willard, Williams, Winans, Winchester, Witcher, 
Wood, and Woodward—85, 

NAYS— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Atwood, Ayer, 
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Banks, Barry, Beaman, Bennett, Benton, 
Bingham, Blair, Booker, Bowen, Boyd, George M. 
Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Roderick R. Butler, 
Cessna, Churchill, William T. Clark, Conger, Conner, 
Covode, Cowles, Dawes, Dixon, Donley, Dox, 
Fiteh, Garfield, Harris, Hays, Hoar, Hooper, Inger- 
soll, Jenckes, Judd, Kelley, Kelsey, Laflin, 
Logan, Loughridge, Maynard, McCarthy, McKee, 
Mckenzie, Mereur, Morphis, Danicl J. Morrell, 
Myers, Negley, O’ Neill, Paine, Peck, Peters, Phelps, 
Piatt, Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sawyer, 
Schumaker, Scofield, Lionel A. Sheldon, Sherrod, 
Joseph S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Stark- 
weather, Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, 
Tanner, Taylor, Tillman, Twichell, 


Bailey, 


NOLVOTING—) 


Wilkinson, and Eugene M. Wilson— $87. 
Benjamin, Biggs, B 


oles, James Brooks, Buck, Bur- 
dett, Benjamin F. Butler, Cake, Degener, Dickey, 
Dickinson, Ferriss, Fisher, Fox, Getz, Gilfillan, 
Haight, Hale, Hambleton, Hamilton, Heaton, Hoge, 
Hotchkiss, Julian, Kellogg, 
Mayham, McCormick, Milnes, 
Packer, Palmer, Perce, Porter, 
Schenck, Porter Sheldon, Shober, 
Stiles, Strader, Taffe, Townsend, Upson, Van Auken, 
Van lorn, Voorhees, Wells, Whitmore, and Jobn T. 
Wilson—56. 

So the resolution was 


During the vote, 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, stated that, 
believing the resolution was intended to delay 
the passage of the bill, he would vote ‘* no.” 

The vote was then announced as above 
recorded. 

The morning hour then expired. 


Samue orrill, 
Randall, Sanford, 
William Smyth, 


disagreed to. 


EXAMINER OF CLAIMS—STATE DEPARTMENT. | 
Mr. BANKS. I call for the regular order | 


of business. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. Is it in order for me to ` 
move to proceed to the consideration of the » 


business upon the Speaker’s table? 

TheSPEAKHER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is called for, which is a motion of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] to 
suspend the rules, coming over from Monday 
last, to take up for action Senate joint resolu- 
tion No. 120, to provide for the appointment 
of an examiner of claims for the Department 
of State and for additional clerks in the Depart- 
inent. It takes away the right of the gentleman 
from Illinois to move to go to the business 
upon the Speaker's table. 

The joint resolution was read. It provides 
for the appointment by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, ofa 
suitable person learned in the law to be exam- 
iner of claims of the Department of State, who 
shall receive the annual salary of $3,500. It 


further proposes to authorize the Secretary of | 
State to employ three additional clerks for in- | 


dexing the books, papers, and documents of 
the Department; two of them to be clerks of 
the fourth class, and 
class. For the payment of such examiner of 
claims and clerks, and for the compensation 
of extra and temporary clerks whose employ- 


ment may be necessary, the sum of $18,700 is | 


appropriated. , 

Mr. BANKS. I desire to intimate to the 
House that it is-my intention to move.to re- 
duce the appropriation from $13,700 to $7,500, 
which I find is all that is necessary, in view of 
the time for which the appropriation has to be 


- made. 
_ Mr. JENCKES. This has already been 
rovided for in a bill which has passed the 


ouse. 

Mr. KELSEY. I rose at the same time as 
the gentleman from Rhode Island for the pur- 
pose of asking whether provision has not been 
made for this in another bill, and whether 
anything else is desired than to provide for the 
remainder of this fiscal year. 

Mr. BANKS. That is all. It is merely 
desired to make this appropriation until the 
service is provided for by law. 

Mr. KISLSEY. But the resolution is not so 
framed. The clerks referred to have been pro- 
vided for, as regards the coming year, in the 
regular appropriation bill. 

Mr. JENCKES. ‘This resolution ought not 


to pass in any form. This service has already’ 


been provided for in every respect. 


Ferry, | 


Lash, | 


Cadwalader C. | 
Washburn, William B. Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, ` 


essrs. Armstrong, Barnum, Beck, ` 


Ketcham, Knapp, Lynch, | 
cl P M 


the other of the third | 
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| Mr. BANKS. Not the service provided for 
by this bill. 
Mr. JENCKES. Provision has been made 
for an examiner of claims and three clerks. 
Mr. BANKS. That has not yet become law. 
Mr. COX. Will the gentleman from Mas- 


if 


| moment ? 
‘| The SPEAKER. Debate can proceed only 
| by unanimous consent. 

Mr. COX. Idesire merely to say, in further- 
ance of what has been stated by the gentleman 
- from Massachusetts, that there has been no pro- 
; vision made for an examiner of claims against 
foreign Governments presented in our State 
| Department; and that I know from personal 
| experience as a lawyer, in connection with such 
claims, that it is indispensable now-a-days that 
| there shall be an examination of those claims 
prior to their presentation either to foreign 
Governments or to commissions appointed for 
their settlement. 

Mr. JENCKES. There has been provision 
made for that. 

Mr. COX. There is no law existing which 
makes such provision, as has already been 
stated by the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. I desire to say to the gentle- 
man from Rhode Island [Mr. Jexcres] that I 
do not wish to oppose everything that comes 
from the other side of the House. When val- 
uable measures come from that side I shall 
support them; and I support this resolution 
because it assists our citizens to get their just 
claims against foreign Governments by pro- 
viding for their indorsement from a legal source 
before they are presented. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I object to debate, and call 
‘for the regular order. 

Mr. BANKS. I only desire to say further 
that this appropriation is needed to-day. There 
is no law existing which supplies it. As soon 
as the law referred to by the gentleman from 
Rhode Island goes into effect this will cease. 

The question was on suspending the rules, 
in order to bring the joint resolution before 
the House. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
88, noes 85. ; 

Mr. JENCKES demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

So (two thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended. 

The joint resolution was taken from the 
Speaker's table,and read a first and second 
time. 

` The question was on ordering the joint reso- 
‘| lution to be read a third time. 

Mr. BANKS. I move to amend the joint 
resolution by striking out ‘‘$13,700’’ and in- 
serting “ $7,500.” 

The amendment was agreed tos 

Mr. KELSEY. I move to amend so as to 
provide that the joint resolution shall only 
continue in force until the end of the present 
fiscal year. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. The fiscal year com- 
mences a very few weeks hence. If that lim- 
enon is made the resolution will be of no 
avail. 

Mr. BANKS. I would be willing to limit 
its operation until the time when the act which 
has been referred to takes effect. But Ishould 
not like a particular day to be fixed, and for 
that reason Í cannot agree to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from New York. 

The question was put on Mr. KELSEY’S 
amendment; and there were, on a division— 
ayes 30, noes 88. : 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. ; 

Mr. BANKS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution: was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid.on the table. STED E. 5 
Il The latter motion was agreed to.: 


| sachusetts [Mr. Banxs] yield to me for a; 


i 


| 
i 


i} Scofield, 


ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Irise toa privileged ques- 


tion. I move thatthe rules be suspended, that 
the amendment of the Senate to tbe bill (H. 


! R. No. 1293) to enforce the right of citizens 


of the United States to vote in the several 
States of this Union, and for other purposes, 


be taken from the Speaker’s table, and that 


the House non-concur in the said amendment, 
and ask a conference in relation thereto. ` 

The question was put; and there were, on 
a division—ayes 122, noes 36. 

Mr. MORGAN. I demand the yeas and 
nays on suspending the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were— 
yeas 133, nays 55, not voting 49; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Archer, 
Arnell, Asper, Atwood, Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barry, 
Beaman, Beatty, Bennett, Benton, Bingham, Biair, 


Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buckley, Butin- 
ton, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Cessna, 


‘Churchill, William T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, Amasa 


Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Co- 
vode, Cowles, Cullom, Davis, Dawes, Degener, 
Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, 
Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Garfield, 
Hale, Hamilton, Harris, Hawley, Hay, Hays, Heflia, 
Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Jenckes, 
Alexander H. Jones, Judd, Kelley, Kelsey, Knapp, 
Tatlin, Lash, Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, Lynen, 
Maynard, McCarthy, McCrary, MeGrew, McKee, 
Mercur, Eliakim If. Moore, William Moore, Mor- 
phis, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, O'Neill, 
Packard, Packer, Paine, Peck, Peters, Phelps, Platt, 
Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sargent, Sawyer, 
Lionel A.Sheldon, John A. Smith, William 
J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, Ste- 
vens, Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, 
Strong, Taffe, Tanner, Taylor, Tillman, Twichell, 
Tyner, Upson, Van Wyck, Ward, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, William B. Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, 
Whitmore, Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, John T. 
Wilson, and Winans—133. ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Axtell, Beck, Bird, Booker, James 
Brooks, Burr, Calkin, Cleveland, Conner, Cox, Urebs, 
Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, Fox, Gibson, Griswold, 
Haldeman, Hamill, Ilawkins, Holman, Johnson, 
Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, Knott, Lewis, Marshall, 
Mayham, McKenzie, McNeely, Morgan, .Morrissey, 
Mungen, Niblack, Potter, Reeves, lice, Ridgway, 
Rogers, Schumaker, Sherrod, Shober, Slocum, Jo- 
seph S. Smith, Stone, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, 
Van Auken,Van Trump, Voorhees, Eugene M.Wil- 
son, Winchester, Wood, and Woodward--55. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Bar- 
num, Benjamin, Biggs, Boles, Buck, Benjamin F. 
Butler, Cake, Ferriss, Fisher, Getz, Gilfillan, Haight, 
Hambleton, Heaton, Hoge, Julian, Kellogg, Keteb- 
am, McCormick, Milnes, Jesse H. Moore, Samue 
P. Morrill, Orth, Palmer, Perce, Porter, Randall, 
Sanford, Schenck, Shanks, Porter Sheldon, William 
Smyth, tiles, Strader, Townsend, Van Torn, Wells, 
and Witcher—40. 


So (two thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended, the amendment of the 
Senate was taken from the Speaker’s table and 


| non-concurred in, and a conference asked on 


the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. BINGHAM, 
Mr. Davis, and Mr. Kerr managers of the 
conference on the part of the House. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Isitin order 
to ask that the bill with the amendment be 
printed, so that the House may see it? 

The SPEAKER. Itisin order. If there 
be no objection the bill with the amendment 
will be ordered to be printed. The Chair hears 
no objection, and it is so ordered. 


NEW YORK AND WASIIINGTON RAILROAD. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I move to suspend the 
rules to take from the Speaker’s table the bill 
(H. R. No. 19) to authorize the building of a 
military and postal railway from Washington, 
District of Columbia, to the city of New York. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I demand the yeas and 
nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and there were— 
ycas 110, nays 73, not voting 45; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Asper, At- 
wood, Ayer, Bailey, Banks, Barry, Beaman, Beatty. 
Bennett, Benton, Bingham, Blair, ooker, Boyd, 
George M. Brooks Buckley, Butinton, Burchard, 
Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Churchill, William E. 
Clark, Sidney Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Coburn, Cook. Conger, Cowles, Cullom, Davis, Dege- 
ner, Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Duval, Dyer, 
Bia, Farnsworth, Finkelnbnrg, Garfield, Hamilton, 
Harris, Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Hotebkiss, Ingersoll, 
Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Judd, Kelsey, Knapp, 
Lash, Lawrence, Lougbridge, Maynard, McCarthy, . 
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i 
McCrary, McGrew, McKee, McKenzie, Mercur, Jesse ` 
JL, Moore, Morphis, Daniel J, Morrell, Negley, Orth, 
Packard, Packer, Paine, Peck, Peters, Phelps, Platt, 
Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sawyer, Scoficld, Shanks, 
Lionel Å. Sheldon, Jobn A. Smith, William J.Smith, 
Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, 'Uaffe, Tan- 
ner, Tillman, Tyner, Upson, Ward, Cadwalader O. 
Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, ` 
Willard. Williams, Joho T. Wilson, and Winans—110, 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Arnell, Beck Bird, 
Bowen, James Brooks, Burr, Calkin, Cessna, Cleve- 
land, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Dawes, Dickinson, Dox, 
Bldridge, Fox, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Haldeman, 
Hale, Hamill, Hawkins, HiH, Holman, Johnson, 
Thomas L. Jones, Kelley, Kerr, Knott, Lafin, Lewis, 
Marshall, Mayham, McNeely, Eliakim H. Moore, 
William Moore, Morgan, Morrissey, Mungen, Myers, 
Nidlack,Q’ Neill, Poland, Potter, Reeves, Rice, Ri 
way, Rogers, Schumaker, Sherrod, Shober, Joseph 5. | 


Smith, Stevens, Stiles, Stone, Swann, Sweeney, Tay- _ 
Jor, Trimble, 'Pwichell, Van Auken, Van Trump, Van ` 


Wyck, Voorhees, William B. Washburn, Lugene M. ` 
Wilson, Winchester, Wood, and Woodward—73. 

NOL VOTING—Messrs. Armstrong, Axtell, Bar- 
nuw, Benjamin, Biggs, Boles, Buck, Benjamin F. 
Butler, Cake, Covodo, Ferriss, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, 
Gillian, Haight, Hambleton, Mays, Heaton, Loar, 
lloge, Hooper, Julian, Kollogg, Ketcham, Logan, 
Lynch, McCormick, Milnes, Samuel P. 
Palmer, Perce, Porter, Randall, Santord, Sargent, 
Schenck, Porter Sheldon, Slocum, William Smyth, 
Strader, ‘Townsend, Van Horn, Wells, and Witch- 
er—45, 


So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) | 
the rules were not suspended. i 


ELECTION CONTEST-—EGGLESTON VS. STRADER., 


Mr. HALE, from the committee having in | 
charge the contested-election case of Benja- | 
min Eggleston vs. Peter W. Strader, from the | 
first congressional district of the State of Ohio, | 
submitted a report in writing, accompanied | 
by the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That Benjamin Eggleston is not entitled 
toaseat in this House as a Representative in the 
Forty-First Congress from the first district of Ohio. 

Resolved, That Peter W. Strader is entitled to a 
seat in this ; i 
First Congress from the first district of Ohio. 

The report, with the accompanying resolu- 
tions, was laid on the table, and ordered to be | 
printed. 

Mr. HALE. 


I give notice that on Monday 


next I propose to call up this case for action | 


of the House. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. Mr. Strader is now 
absent in Kentucky on important business, | 
and may not be able to be here on Monday | 
next. i 
r. HALE. Of course I will not call the 
case up at that time if there is any good rea- ` 
son for delay. 


ELECTION CONTEST—BARNES VS. ADAMS. 


Mr. McCRARY, from the committee hav- 
ing in charge the contested-election case of 
Sidney M. Barnes vs. George M. Adams, from 
the eighth congressional district of the State 
of Kentucky, submitted a report in writing, 
accompanied by the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That George M. Adams was duly elected 
asa Representative in the Forty-First Congress from 
the eighth district of Kentucky, and is entitled to 
retain his seat as such. 4 

Resolved, That Sidney M. Barnes, having contested 
the seat of Hon. George M. Adams as a Representa- 


tive to this Housc from the eighth district of Ken- 
tucky in good faith and with probable cause, there . 


i 
a 


shall be paid to him out of the contingent fund of | 


the House of Representatives the sum of —— dollars | v l 
i it izes the Secretary of War to issue eight con- 


in full for his expenses in such contest. : 

The report, with the accompanying resolu- : 
tions, was laid on the table and ordered to be | 
printed. 


Mr. McCRARY. I will call this case up | 


for action at an early day. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. DAWES. I now move that the rules be - 
suspended and the House resolve itself into ` 
Committee of the Whole for the purpose of 
considering the special order, being the con- 
sular and diplomatic appropriation bill. 


Mr. BURDETT. Icallfor the regular order | 


of business. . 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness would be the consideration of the con- | 
tested-election case of Newsham vs. Ryan, from | 
the State of Louisiana, which was the unfin, | 
ished business at the adjournment on Saturday | 


Ridg- ;: 


Morrill, | 


|” Mr. JUDD. 


House as a Representative in the Forty- | 


‘| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


| 
| last. But the gentleman from Massachusetts 
i [Mr. Dawes] now moves to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of going into Committee of the 
Whole upon the special order, which, ifadopted, 
would carry over the unfinished business, 
Mr. DAWES. 


understanding thet we can go in Committee of 


the Whole on the special order after the vote | 


is taken on the contested-election case, I will not 
object. However, the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Kersey] has charge of the special 
order, and I will let him determine what course 
shall be pursued. 

Mr. KELSEY. Ifthe vote on the contested- 
election case can be taken without any delay I 
will have no objection. 

Mr. JUDD. I move to suspend the rules 


for the purpose of introducing and putting on |j 
- its passage a bill which I send to the Clerk’s ; 


desk. 

Mr. KELSEY. I cannot yield the floor for 
any such purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot 
yield the floor conditionally. 

Mr. KELSEY. Then I will not yield at all, 
but insist upon a vote on the motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the special order. 

The question was taken ; and the motion was 
not agreed to upon a division—ayes 58, noes 70. 

Mr. JUDD. I moveto suspend the rules for 
i the purpose I have indicated. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw that motion, in order to allow me to 
report a resolution from the Committee on 
| Printing. 


I will withdraw my motion for 
the present. 


GOLD PANIC INVESTIGATION. 


i| Resolved, That there beprinted two thousand copies 


of the majority and minority reports from the Com- 
i mittee on Banking and Currency, with the testimony 


i submitted, being House document No. 31. 


Mr. KELSEY. I object. - 
I hope the gen- 
| tleman will, not object. 
| mony are now in type, and the whole cost of 
these additional copies will be less than $300. 


| Mr. KELSEY. Very well; I will withdraw 


my objection. 

‘The resolution was received and adopted. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
. sider the voje by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT AT PITTSBURG. 


Mr. NEGLEY, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 295) 
donating condemned cannon for a soldiers’ 
monument at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; which 
was read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the joint 
! resolution to be engrossed and read a third 


| time. 


The joint resolution, which was read, author- 
demned brass cannon, to be used in the erec- 


burg, Pennsylvania, in memory of the officers 
and men of Hampton’s battery, who lost their 
lives during the late war. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be 


| engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third ; 


time, and passed. 

Mr. NEGLEY moved to reconsider the vote 
i by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
‘also moved that the motion to recon 
laid on the table. 


| ‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


JAMES T. FISHER. 


| Mr. VAN TRUMP, by unanimous consent, 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2081) for the 
| relief of James T. Fisher; which was read a 


If there may be a general | 


Mr. MUNGEN. I ask unanimous consent 
L to report for action at this time, from the Com- 
© mittee on Printing, the following resolution: 


The report and testi- | 


tion of a monument in Alleghany Park, at Pitts- | 


sider be :: 


ale 


first and second time, and, with the accom- 
panying memorial, referred to the Committee 
; of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CULLOM. _I call forthe regular order. 


i REDUCTION OF IMPORT DUTIES. 


Mr. JUDD moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of introducing and putting on its 
passage a bill to reduce the duties on imports; 
whieh was read, as follows : : 


Be it enacted, d:c., That on and after the Ist day 
of July next the duties levied upon the articles in 
| thissection named, imported from foreign countries, 
‘shall be reduced as foilows: 

On sirup of cane-juice or melada, on molasses 
from sugar-cane, and on all sugars, and on sult, 335 
i| per cent, 

On coffee and on tea, twenty per cent., and on pig 
and scrap iron, twenty-two and a half per cent. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enucted, That all goods, 
wares, and merchandise described in the foregoing 
section, which may be in the ptiblic stores or bonded 
warehouses on the day and year this act shall take 
effect, shall be subjected to no other duty upon the 
i entry thereof for consumption thanif the same were 
imported respectively after that day. 


| The question being put on the motion to 
Suspend the rules, 
( The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the 
|, Chair two thirds have not voted in the affirm- 
u alive. . 
'| Mr. JUDD. Icall for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. Ifthis motion be adopted 
will the bill be open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It will not be. The motion 
is to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

The question was taken ; and there were— 
yeas 101, nays 82, not voting 45; as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Allison, Archer, Asper, Axtell, 
Ayer, Barry, Beatty, Beck, Bird, Booker, Boyd, 
James Brooks, Burchard, Burr, Calkin, Churehill, 
Sidney Clarke,Cleveland, Amasa Cobb,Coburn,Cook, 
Conger, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Davis, Dickin- 
son, Dockery, Dox, Dyer, Lia, Eldridge, Farnsworth, 
Finkelnburg, Fitch, Fox, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, 
Haldeman, itale, Hamili, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, 
Heflin, Holman, Ingersoll, Johnson, Thomas L. 
Jones, Judd, Kerr, Knott, Lawrence, Lewis, Logan, 
Marshall, Mayham, McCrary, MeKenzie, McNecly, 
Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Orth, 
Packard, Paine, Peters, Pomeroy, Potter, Reeves, 
Ridgway, Rogers, Sargent, Shanks, Sherrod, Shober, 
Slocum, William Smyth, Stevenson, Stiles, Stone, 
Stoughton, Swann, Sweeney, Tanner, Trimble, 
Tyner, Van Auken, Van Trump Voorhees, Ward, 
Wilkinson, Williams, Eugene M. Wilson, Winans, 
i Winchester, Wood, and Woodward—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Arnell, Atwood, 
Bailey, Banks, Beaman, Bennett, Benton, Bingham, 
Blair, Bowen, George M. Brooks, Buffinton, Cessna, 
William T. Clark, Clinton L. Cobb, Covode, Cowles, 
Dawes, Degener, Dickey, Dixon, Donley, Duval, 
Garfield, Hamilton, Harris, Hays, Hill, Hoar, 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, 
Kelley, Kelsey, Knapp, Laflin, Lash, Maynard, 
McCarthy, McGrew, McKee, Mercur, Eliakim HU. 
Moore, William Moore, Morphis, Daniel J. Morrell, 
Myers, Negley, O’ Neill, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Platt, 
Poland, Prosser, Sawyer, Scofield, Lionel A. Shel- 
don, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, Worthington 
C. Smith, Starkweather, Stevens, Stokes, Strick- 
land, Strong, Taffe, Taylor, Tilman, ‘Twichell, 
Upson, Van Wyck, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wil- 
liam B. Washburn, Welker, Whitmore, Willard, 
John 'T. Wilson, and Witcher—82. 

NOT VOLING—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Bar- 
num, Benjamin, Biggs, Boles, Buck, Buckley, 
Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, 
Ferriss, Cake, Ferry, Fisher, Gilfillan, Haight, 
Hambleton, Heaton, Hoge, Julian, Kellogg, Ketch- 
am, Loughridge, Lynch, McCormick, Milnes, Samuel 
P. Morriil, Morrissey, Palmer, Perce, Porter, Ran- 
dali, Rice, Roots, Sanford, Schenck, Schumaker, 
Porter Sheldon, Wiliiam J. Smith, Strader, Town- 
send, Van Horn, Wells, and Wheeler—45. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor there- 
of) the motion to suspend the rules was not 
agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BURDETT. I move so to suspend the 
rules as to bring the House to an immediate 
vote on the motion to lay on the table the mo- 
_ tion to reconsider the vote by which the House 
l 


declared Mr. Newsham entitled to a seat as a 
! Representative from the fourth congressional 
|: district of Louisiana. 

| The question being put on the motion to 
| suspend the rules, 

|| The SPEAKER. 


! In the opinion of the 
| Chair two thirds have voted in the affirmative. 


| Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then we had better have 
li the yeas and nays. : 
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Mr. DAWES. This only brings us to a vote 
on the case. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The proposition on Sat- 
nurday was to take a vote at three o’ clock to- 
day. ‘To that we would have no objection. 

Mr. DAWES. Objection is made to that; 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union until three o'clock. 

Mr. COX. There is an arrangement that the 
vote should be taken at three o’clock. 


Mr. DAWES. That is satisfactory to all : 


‘BURDETT. If there be unanimous | 
consent that the vote shall be taken at three | 


parties 
Mr. 


o’clock I withdraw my motion to suspend the 


rules. l; 
The SPEAKER: Is there unanimous con- |; 


at three o’clock the vote shall be |! : > ; ew 
sent that at threo ocot , National Union-Savings Bank of the District 


taken on the motion to lay on the table the 


motion to reconsider the vote by which the | 
House voted that Mr. Newsham is entitled to | 


a seat as a Representative from the fourth 
congressional district of Louisiana? 
There was no objection. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Speaker, I desire 
to ask leave of the House to record my vote 
on the resolution in regard to the Northern 


Pacific Railroad Company, submitted by the | 


gentleman from New York, [Mr. GRISWOLD. ] 
1 was necessarily absent. 

The SPEAKER. 
sion of the rules. 


as present I would have voted for that reso- 
ution. 

The SPEAKER. Itwill be recorded in the 
Globe. i 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL 


Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, reported a bill (H. R. No. 2082) 
making appropriation for the support of the 
Army for the year ending June 380, 1871, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, ordered 
to be printed, and made the special order for 
Wednesday next, and from day to day until 
disposed of. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I reserve all points of 
order on that bill. 


INTERNATIONAL IMMIGRATION SOCIETY. 


Mr. ATWOOD, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 2083) to incorporate 
the International Society of the United States 
for the protection of immigration; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

NATURALIZATION OF SAILORS AND MARINES. 

Mr. DAVIS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 296) to 
extend the provisions of section twenty-one of 
the act approved July 17, 1862, to aliens who 


have or may enlist in the naval or marine ser- | 


vice; which was read a first and second time. 

The joint resolution was read. It provides 
that section twenty-one of the act approved 
July 17, 1862, which section confers the right 
of naturalization on any alien who has enlisted 
in the armies of the United States and been 
honorably discharged, shall be construed to 
inclade persons who have enlisted or shall 
enlist in the Navy or Marine corps of the Uni- 
ted States and have been or shall be honor- 
ably discharged, and to extend to them the same 
privileges of naturalization as are by that sec- 
tion extended to aliens who have enlisted or 
may enlist in the Army of the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS. I call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading; and being en- 


That requires a suspen- |. 
' lar and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 


Mr. VOORHEES. JI desire to state had I | 


grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 
Mr. DAVIS moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the joint resolution was passed ; and | 


also moved thatthe motion to reconsider be 


|| laid on the table. 
and I appeal to the gentleman from Missouri, |; 
and that will satisfy all parties, to let us go ʻi 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 


| rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found truly enrolled bills of the following 


titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 
An act (S. No. 227) to incorporate the 


Columbia Railway Company of the District | 


of Columbia ; > 
An act (S. No. 492) to incorporate the trus- 
tees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and for 
other purposes ; and 
An act (S. No. 550) to incorporate the 


of Columbia. 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. KELSEY moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the consular and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


|| the Union (Mr. INGERSOLL in the chair,) and 


resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
No. 1604) making appropriations for the consu- 


ment for the year ending June 80, 1871, and for 
other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending 
paragraph is limited to ten minutes. The pend- 
ing amendment is in line seventeen, after the 
word “Turkey” to insert ‘Rome,’ and increase 
the appropriation to $142,800. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the amendment will 
be withdrawn. 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. DAWES. I renew it pro forma. I rise 
especially to put myself right with the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] who 
charged me while this amendment was pending 
the other day with willfully misstating his posi- 
tion in reference to his relations to the Know- 
Nothing party and their principles. Since then 
my box in the post office has been filled with 
statements brought by the mails in reference 
to the gentleman’s position. I desire, not for 
the purpose of reviving the controversy, but in 


order to show him, leaving the gentleman’ sstate- | 


ment to stand as it is, that I did not intention- 
ally misrepresent him. I desire to send to the 
Clerk’s desk to be read a passage from a letter 
which has come to hand since then, with sun- 
dry extracts. Those extracts I desire to put 
on record; and there I leave the matter, only 
assuring the gentleman that I did not intend to 
misrepresent him, and that I stated what I sup- 
posed to be the truth, 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I wish to know if this 
personal explanation is to be taken out of the 
ten minutes allowed for debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will come out.of the 
ten minutes. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I rise toa point 
of order. Is a matter of this sort pertinent to 
this debate? 

Mr. DAWES. I desire in the five minutes 
allowed me to place myself right with the gen- 
tleman from New York. I wish the extracts 
read, as a part of my support to the amend- 


ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot de- 
termine whether the extracts are pertinent or 
not until he has heard them read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

** Rnow-Nothingism of James Brooks. 
“ To the Editor of the Chronicle: 
“ Having noticed your remarks yesterday respect- 


ing Hon. James Brooks, of New_York, and, his 
connection and identification with Know-Nothing- 


ism, Í take great pleasure in placing in your hands 


| elsewhere in these columns, 
: of a printed copy_of the Know-Nothing speech de- 


tho speech you refer to as having been delivered in 
Columbus, Ohio, in behalf of that party. He also 
delivered the same speech in this city, in the old 
Masonic Temple, before a large audience, on the 
evening of May 30, 1856, Joseph Smith, one of our 
oldest and most respected citizens, being its chair- 


' man, and myself the secretary of the meeting.”’ 
i * + % * a % 


+ = * 


“ A correspondent, whose communication appears 
has put us in possession 


* a * $ 


livered by Hon. James Brooxs in this city on the 
20th of May, 1856. Thisis substantially, ifnotexactly, 
the same as that, to which we referred yesterday a3 
having been delivered in Columbus. Let it berc- 
membered that we do not accuse Mr. Brooxs of false- 
hood in saying he was never inside of a Know-Noth- 
ing ‘lodge.’ ‘That may or may not have been a mere 
quibble. Mere is the issue raised, as we gave it yes- 


! terday: 


“Mr. Dawes, referring to Mr. Brooxs, said he 
knew he denied having been in a Know-Nothing 
lodge, but that did not alter tho fact of his having 
been an advoeate of Know-Nothing doctrines. 

_*Mr. Brooxs. Itis notso. Itisnot true. [Ex- 
citement.]’ 

“We havenow roomonly for the following extracts 
from Mr. Brooxs’s Know-Nothing speech here in 
1856, but they will serve to indicate the spirit and 
tenor of the whole: 

*** Americans shall govern America.—Y ou live here 
twenty-one years before you can vote; you who are 
educated and trained in the spirit of our laws, which 
Washington and Madison and Franklin inspired; 
you studied them in the English language, in your 
childhood, in your own school-books, and are thus 
better qualified to exercise the right of suffrage at 
twelve years than nine tenths of the foreigners at 
thirty or forty. [Cheers.] But wo who will not let 
our wives and daughters vote, no matter what their 
ages, are told we are proscriptive, bigoted, and fan- 
atic because we wish to keep the foreigner here the 
full length of time we have to stay, or at least some 
longer time than he has to stay at present, before he 
can vote, and thus become a partner in our Govern- 
ment. Our principles are laid down in the well- 
known motto, which reveals everything in Know- 
Nothingism or Americanism—‘‘Americans shall gov- 
ern America.” [Loud and prolonged cheers.]’”’ 


Mr. HALDEMAN. I must again rise to 
interrupt the reading of this, unless more than 
ten minutes are allowed for the discussion of 
this question, involving the spiritual belief of 
one hundred and eighty million people. 

Mr. STEVENS. Irise to a point of order. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. HAL- 
DEMAN] is uot entitled to the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair sustains the 
point of order. The Clerk will resume the 
reading. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


“Let the Roman Catholic, if he pleases, entertain 
his own ideas of transubstantiation; he is welcome 
to them all. Let the priest, if he pleases, indulge in 
celibacy, and eschew all married lifo. Itis a matter 
of choiceor of taste. AlI cansay is, that I pity him 
with my whole heart, if he practices whathe preaches, 
(Laughter.} Let all who are disposed, man, woman, 
or child, worship and adore the Virgin Mary, or 
believe in tho immaculate conception. It matters 
but little to meas a public man. It may bea thing 
of taste, or training, or, descent. Nay, worship of 
virgins isan inborn instinct of the human heart.” 


[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DAWES. I ask that the balance be 
printed in the Globe. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Let it all be read. 

Mr. DAWES. Very well. 

The Clerk continued to read as follows: 


“All may worship virgins, not Virgin Marys 
alone, but; virgin Elizay, Annas, or Henriettas, too. 
[Laughter.] When I sce a virgin from the pencil 
of a Raphael, or a Titian, or a Guido, I can scarcely 
help falling down and worshiping it myself—as a 
work of art. [Continued laughter and applause.} On 
none of these things do we make war, not even on 
the secrets of theconfessional. If there be father or 
husband who permits his wife or daughter to pour 
the secrets of his family or the loves of their own 
tender hearts into the ears of the sympathizing and 
unmarried priest, L might only wish I was the con- 
fessor. [Renewed laughter. * + ESES 

“Other Catholics than the Roman Catholics have 
emancipated themselves from all connection with 
the Romish churchand Roman hierarchy. The lead- 
ing principle of the Revolution of 1776 was independ- 
ence, free and absolute independence, from all Euro- 
pean thralldom in every shape and form.” *  * 

* “But the Roman Catholics, notwithstand- 
ing these bright examples thus set by other religious 
denominations, have deemed and declared it a part 
of their religion, or rather of their politics, to keep up 
a connection with a power and authority spiritual 
and temporal over four thousand miles from this 
city of Cincinnati, a power and authority on the 
banks of the Tiber, amid the ruins of imperial 
Rome, where their god is not the Almighty God of 
heaven, nor their heaven that blue, arched canopy, 
studded with stars above, but a heaven of theirown, 


amid the pictures andstatuary of the Vatican, where 
some man, mere man, the gelf-styled and self-con- 


1870. 
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stituted vicegerent of the God of heaven, as if the 
successor of the Pagan Jupiter, rolls out thunder 
trom his Olympus, only, however, in puper—bulls 
and excommunications. {Loud applause.| Thehead 
ofthe Roman church is thus not here, in the United 
States of America, but ufar off on the banks of the 
Tiber. Its power, its authority, its dignity, its rep- 


resentative of God on earth, to uso its own impious |: 
sertion, is nat here, but in that distant imperial | 


ome.” 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. IhopelI shall |} 


be allowed a few minutes’ time. I have made 
a great many speeches in my life, and a great 
many have been reported, some of tbem cor- 
rectly, and many of them incorrectly. Of this 
Jatter class especially are those speeches which 
have been sketched by reporters, and which I 
had no opportunity of revising. The charge 
made against me by the gentleman from Mas- 
gachusetts was that | had been a Know- Noth- 
ing, in the Know-Nothing party, connected 


with the Know-Nothing organization. That 
was it, I believe. 
Mr. DAWES. Thatwasnotit. Iadmitted | 


the gentleman’s statement that hehad not been 
in the Know-Nothing party, orthat he had not, 
been a member of a Know-Nothing lodge, but 
I said that he advocated its principles; that 


while he kept his head out of the halter, he i 


advocated the principles of the party, and 
derived all the benefit he could from it, until 
it proved a failure. 

r. BROOKS, of New York. If I had 
chosen, during the exciting time of Know- 
Nothingism, at the expiration of which I re- 
turned to this country from Europe—if I had 


chosen to profit by it, as it pleases the gentle- | 
man from Massachusetts to say that I did, my | 


parrying and avoiding those charges in every 
possible manner that a defender of Mr. Fili- 


mau from Massachusetts had had read, or if 


cule running through those extracts. 
_ Mr. DAWES. My sole purpose was to sat- 
‘isfy the gentleman that I had not willfully mis- 


here which I thought justified me. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 


The remark 


more could. And I repeat that if the gentle- |! 


| al debate upon the pending paragraph has 


| been terminated by order of the House. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 


point of order. 


the House had ailowed time to have read the | 
whole of that speech, it would have corrobo- ` 
rated me in my remarks as to the vein of ridi- | 


| represented him ; that I had a pamphlet speech 


which I made to the gentleman from Massa- : 


: chusetts was that he had heard me three times . 


before on the floor of this House accused of 
affiliation with the Know-Nothing party, and 


and that [ had distinctly denied it. 
Mr. DAWES. Let us have a clear under- 
standing. I admitted that the gentleman had 


denied that he was ever in a Know-Nothing 


i lodge; but I insisted on it that he had advo- 


| cated the principles of the Know-Nothing party. 
' Lask him now if he did not, two years before 


he delivered that speeeh, and before Republican 
: times, support Ullman and Scroggs, the Know- 


‘| Nothing ticket, in the gubernatorial election in 


brother who was then candidate for Governor ' 


of the State of New York, would have been 
triumphantly elected. But the party connected 


itself with Mr. Fillmore, who was nominated | 


for the Presidency by the Old-Line Whigs 
and supported by the Know-Nothings, and 
that connection damaged the party in New 
York so much that it did not receive that 
majority in the State of New York which it 
would otherwise have received.. In that re- 
mark, therefore, of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts there is no pertinency, because 
during that excitement any one who chose to 
rely exelusively on the Know-Nothing party 
would have derived profit from so acting. I 
was an advocate of Millard Fillmore: for the 
Presidency as an Old-Line Whig, and only as 
an Old-Line Whig. 
- He was a candidate also at the same time 
of the Know-Nothing party, as well as ofa 
rtion of the Roman Catholics who lived in 
ouisiana and in other southern and western 
States, and in Maryland, who were of the 
class of French Catholics rather than of the 
class of Catholics of Germany or of Italy. I 
supported Mr. Fillmore without any reference 
whatever to Know-Nothingism. Inthe course 
of that support I was often attacked as a 
Know-Nothing, aud as having connection with 
the Know-Nothing party. I returned from 
Europe during the latter part of that canvass, 
and 1 made speeches in support of Mr. Fill- 
more. Whether or not the report which has 
been read is correct I will not venture to say, 
because I have not read the report; or in what 
manner it has been garbled I cannot say with- 
out a reference to the speech. ButI will ven- 
ture to say that if the whole speech had been 
reported the substance of the remarks which 
I make here now would have been found in 
that speech. I was not a Know-Nothing; I 
did not belong to the Know-Nothing party ; I 
did not advocate the principles of that party, 
but, of course, in my defense of Mr. Fillmore 
in New York, and ia portions of Pennsylvania 
and of Ohio, it often became necessary for 
me to defend him from the attaeks made 
upon him because of his connection or sup- 
posed connection with the Know- Nothing party. 


Ít is impossible for the House to have heard | 


those extracts read and not have seen the vein 
of ridicule ranning throughout the whole of 
them, and not also have perceived that I was 
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i New York? 
| Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Sir, I will 
| support any one in opposition to the Repub- 
i lican party. 


opposition to the Republican party. 


ness, I ask the gentleman to take back his 
statement when he said that I knew that I told 
an untruth when I said that he advocated the 
principles and candidates of the Know-Noth- 
‘ing party. That is all I ask of him. 
| ‘The CHAIRMAN. The time allowed for 
debate has expired. 

Mr. BROOKS of New York. Allow me one 
minute. [Cries of ‘‘Go on ” and “Give him 
a minute.’’] In justice to the gentleman from 


a better knowledge of his own purposes and 
| intentions than I could possibly have, and in 


| willfully misrepresented me. 
_Mr. DAWES. 
I said. (Laughter. ] 
Mr. KELSEY. Then, as everything is with- 
drawn, I hope we shall now go on with the bill. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I willclose 


both sides, Republicans and Democrats, will 
bear me witness—and many of my Republican 
colleagues were in the Know-Nothing organiza- 
tion—that I never was in the Know-Nothing 
organization, in the Know-Nothing party, or 
in a Know-Nothing lodge in my whole life; 
ani so far as those gentlemen are conversant 
with my course and with my purposes they will 


ed to become a member of the order I always 
declined. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on 
the pending paragraph. 

Mr. COVODE efore the vote is taken 
on the pending amendment I want to move to 
strike out the word ‘‘ Greece,” and I desire to 
say but a few words. 

The CHAIRMAN No debate is in order. 

Mr. DAWES. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. COVODE. I now move to amend this 
paragraph by striking out ‘‘Greece.’’ I desire 
to say that the mission to Greece was estab- 


of things which has now passed away. 
Mr. WILLARD. 


state it. , 
| Mr. WILLARD. My point of order is that 


of having been connected with the Know- | 
Nothing party and with Know-Nothing lodges, `; 


{Laughter.] If Fred. Douglass ': 
| should be nominated I would support him in : 
[Laugh- 


ter. ] 
: Mr. DAWES.. Onething more. In all fair-— 


Mr. COVODE. I ask only a minute to 
explain my amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has noright 
to ask the Committee of the Whole to giv 
; unanimous consent for debate after it has been 
` closed by order of the House. 

Mr. COVODE. I move to strike out 
tt Greece.” 

Mr. PETERS. Rub it out. [Laughter. ] 

The question was taken upon the motion 
of Mr’ Covope; and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. Brooks, of New York, to insert ‘‘ Rome ;’’ 
and being taken, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I move to strike out 
‘t Denmark,” and to insert after ‘‘Sweden’’ 
, the words ‘‘appointed also to Denmark ;”’ 
: also, to insert after ‘“ Belgium’? the words 
: “ appointed also to Holland ;” so that there 
: shall be in each of those two cases but one 

minister to two Courts. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
: state his point of order. 
' Mr. MAYNARD. My point of order is, 
‘that the amendment of the gentleman from 
' Pennsylvania [Mr. HaLpEMan] is a proposi- 
tion to change the existing law which fixes 
the Courts at which this Government shall be 
represented. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
: point of order. 
| Mr. HALDEMAN. My reason for this—— 

The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. Iam going to speak on 
the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 
not debatable. 

Mr. DEGENER. For the purpose of obtain- 


I rise to a point of 


The gentleman will 


'. ing the floor for a few minutes, I propose to 


Massachusetts I must say that he certainly has | 


strike out ‘‘ Sandwich Islands.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can have 
the floor long enough to make his motion to 
amend, but debate is not in order. 


‘| Mr. DEGENER. Can I not say a few words 


view of what he has said here to-day I feel it _ 
to be my duty to withdraw any remark that he | 


Then I withdraw anything | 


i 


what I have to say very briefly. I wish to repeat, | 
and my colleagues here from New York on | 


on my amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not under the order of 
' the House closing debate on this paragraph. 
Mr. DEGENER. Then I will wait untilthe 
‘ next paragraph shall have been reached. 
i No further amendment being offered, the 
| next paragraph was read, as follows: 

For minister resident at the Argentine Republio, 
appointed also to Uruguay, $11,250. 

Mr. DAWES. On behalf of the Committee 
i on Appropriations, I move to amend the para- 
graph just read by striking out the words ‘‘ap- 
pointed alsoto Uruguay, $11,250,” and insert- 
` ing in lieu thereof ** $7,500; so that the para- 


i graph will read, ‘for minister resident at the 


‘| Argentine Republic, $7,500.” 


all bear me witness that though often request- |; 


lished a few years ago on a certain condition `] : 
: impressions. 
I rise to a point of order. ` 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will ‘ 


l 


I propose to 
follow that amendment by another. 

Mr. SARGENT. Has this amendment been 
considered by the Committee on Appropria- 
: tions? 
' Mr. DAWES. It was one considered by 
‘the committee at the suggestion of the State 
Department. 
| Mr. DEGENER. I oppose the amendment 
for the purpose of getting the advantage of the 
i floor. So much has been said on the subject 
| of ministers resident and consuls by the best 
‘ orators of the House that it cannot be my in- 
‘tention to throw new light on the question. 
Remarks, however, were made, which, if they 
go to the country, must necessarily convey such 
i an erroneous idea of the opinions prevailing 
` on this floor, that I, as a citizen of German 
birth, feel it incumbent on me to correct such 
The remark to which I refer was 
made by the gentleman from Indiana {Mr. 
VoorHEEs] substantially in these words: ‘‘In 
| my State they say, ‘Let the Irish go; let the 
i Dutch go; we have the negroes in their place,” 
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Sir, this is an insult to the native- American 
citizens who are accused of having used those 
words, an insult to the foreigners and the col- 
ored people to whom they are pie I can- 
not pass over them in silence, that the people, 
` at least, may learn that Congress does not enter- 
tain such an opinion. i 
Mr. CONNER. I would ask my colleague 
if we have not white people enough in Texas 
without the negroes? 
Mr. DEGENER. Ido notunderstand, nor 
do Icare. From theremarks of Mr. VOORHEES, 


more still from the general tone of the discus- į 


sion, the inference must be drawn that the |! 
American people look upon the Irish, the | 
Dutch, and the negroes as mere ‘voting cat- ; 


tle.’ Far be it from me to accuse Mr. Voor- 


HEES of entertaining such opinions; neverthe- | 


less, if he will read the Globe carefully, he must 
come to the conclusion that this construction, 
so little flattering, will be given to the discus- 
sion. As far as Í am myself concerned | care 
little whether you call me Hollander or Ger- 
man. I know that “Dutch” isa geographical 
error, probably originating in the similarity 
of the sounds ‘‘ Dutch” and ‘Deutsch.’ I 
do care, however, for the opprobrium and rid- 
icule which uneducated men try to infuse into 
the appellation. This House I consider the 
drawing-room of thenation. There is no place 
in it for “‘slang.’? Tbe Germans, sir, are & 
reflecting people. They think perhaps more 
logically than any other nation. Their vote is 
the result of reflection, and the conclusion at 
which they arrive they stand by. It is not in 
the nature of a German to change his opinions 
like a suit of clothes. At the time when the 
Know-Nothings were a party, and the Ger- 
mans were forced with the Democrats, they 
knew how to discriminate between the follies 
of the mob and the great principles which 
called the party into lite. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DEGENER. I would like to say a few 
words more on this question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hasno power 
to extend the time. 

Mr. FINKLENBURG obtained the floor, 
and yielded to 
_ Mr. DEGENER. At the time even when 
the Know-Nothing mob reigned supreme the 
Germans, certainly the educated class, knew 
that the outrages committed by the ignorant 
American mob had nothing to do with the fund- 
amental principles of the party from which 


the national idea sprang, which subsequently | 
became the Union party, the party which saved | 


the nation, and, by abolishing slavery, made 
America respectable among the family of 
nations. We recognized at an early day in this 
party the germ of that party which would event- 
ually wipe out that black stain from our Con- 
stitution. ! 
. It-is the original Know-Nothing party, re- 
deemed from its past sins, which has conceived 
the fifteenth amendment. The Germans see 
in this amendment the keystone of that vast 
dome of liberty whieh spans the continent 
from ocean to ocean, and they trust that it will 
outlive time, because it is based upon the most 
glorious instrument ever conceived by human 
intellect, the Declaration of Independence. 
[Applause. ] 

The Germans will stand faithfully by that 
party as long as it remains true to itself, and 
reminiscences of things gone by will influence 
them no more than stories of witches burned 
two hundred and fifty years ago by Protestants, 
or the outrages committed in the thirty years’ 
war by Catholics on Protestants, who by their 
tongues were nailed to the gallows-frames 
because they espoused the cause of reform. 

What shall I say of the colored population ? 
Untutored though they are they are keen in their 
perceptions. They know who made them free. 
They vote with their friends from conviction; 
and if there are Africans who voted the other 
way it is not the negro who did it, but the 
slave still cropping out. [Applause.] 


'| fast coming over to our side, and at the next | 
‘| election, may be, the Democrats will look upon | 
i 
| 


| ing according to the 


|| address the House in the German language. 
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The Irish, sir, do not need my defense. 
The Democrats love them so well that they 
would fain make them citizens, ay, and voters, ! 
too, within four and twenty hours after they | 
arrive from the green isle. [Laughter.] Let | 
the Democrats defend them. Bat, sir, the | 
Trish are fast discovering that there is no room 
for them in a party which needs a human | 
‘mudsill’? for its very existence. They are ; 


Irish majorities as things that were. So much 
for the foreigners as ‘‘ voting cattle.” 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Mr. Chairman, when |j 
tbe other day certain reflections were made upon 
my nationality by the other side of the House 
I did not think them worthy of a response ; but 
as the attention of the country and of this 
House has been called to the fact by the gen- 
tleman from Texas, [Mr. DEGENER, ] it is per- 
haps proper for me and due to my constituents 
that l should add a word to what has already 
been said on that subject. Sir, if there is still 
any one upon this floor who believes that the 
German vote of this country can be transferred 
from one party to another by mere political 
maneuver, that it is subject to barter and sale, 
or that the German citizens of this country can 
be used like a shuttlecock by sharp political 
gamesters, they not only sadly underrate the | 
intelligence and moral character of my coun- | 
trymen, but show a deplorable ignorance upon | 
their own part in doing so. ‘The German citi- | 
zen of this country will henceforth, as he has | 
heretofore done, adjust his own political stand- 
dictates of his conscience 
and his judgment. Of all the voters in this 
country I venture to say there are none more 
conscientious, none more true to principle than 
my countrymen. The German usually acts after 
mature reflection and upon deep-seated con- 
viction; and that is more than some of those 
gentlemen who continually pride themselves 
upon being indigenous to the soil can always 
say. 

Sir, I point to the history of the last decade 
in vindication of the political independence 
of the German citizens of this country. They 
acted with you gentlemen on the other side as 
long as Democracy was an exponent of liberal 
principles. When the Republican party repre- 
sented free speech, a free press, and free human- 
ity the Germans flocked to its standard, and 
there they will remain as long as that party 
remains true to itself. [Applause. ] 
_ Mr. KELSEY. I will give notice now to . 
gentlemen that 1 will hereafter make the point 


to two missions. He is given the full pay of 
one and half the pay of the other. No one, 
sir, would think of renewing diplomatic rela- 
tions with Paraguay if the tyrant Lopez still 
exercised his despotic sway over that coun- 
try; but he has gone to his account, although 
he has left his country a smouldering ruin, 
depriving it almost entirely of its male popula- 
tion. Itisa beautiful country. The allies, who 
have destroyed the government of Lopez, have 
lent their efforts to rebuild a new government 
upon the old. It is expected it will result in 
a more liberal government than ever before has 
existedin Paraguay under a tyrannical dynasty, 
such as has been a disgrace to the civilized 
world, as has been shown to be the case in the 
most remarkable report of the gentieman from 
Indiana, [Mr. ORTH,] in reference to which 
dynasty, if I may be allowed to say so, that 
report places in no enviable position some por- 
lion of our Navy for having given it sympathy 
and encouragement. I hope there will be no 
objection to reéstablishing diplomatic relations 
with that country, so as to extend our aid in 
helping to establish a more liberal government 
there. 

Mr. WILLARD. I move to amend by insert- 
ing ‘* $7,500”? instead of ‘‘ $11,250,” so as to 
make the amount the same as for the minister 
resident at the Argentine Republic. I shall 
explain what is my only reason for offering this 
amendment. While I think it possible that 
next year there may be some use or some need 
for our having a diplomatic representative 
accredited to Paraguay, I am unable to see that 
at present there is any such need. It appears 
to me, therefore, that there is no necessity for 
giving this additional salary to the minister to 
Uruguay on account of his being also accred- 
ited to Paraguay. Its Government is now 
merely a provisional government organized 
under the authority of the Powers which have 
been making war upon Paraguay, and which 
have defeated Lopez. Under these circum- 
stances it appears to me thata salary of $7,500 
a year is enough; and if the House is looking 
to the question of economy in considering this 
as well as other appropriation bills, I should 
think that economy might very fairly and prop- 
erly be exercised here by putting this salary at 
$7,500. I have serious doubts whether there 
is any particular need of a minister at all. 
But if we are to have one, I think the.salary 
I have named is enough. 

Mr. ORTH. I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Vermont. Mr. 
Chairman, I think it is right and proper that 


of order on any one who may wander from the 
subject under consideration, We have dis- 


cussed outside issues long enough. | 


Mr.COX. Why did the gentleman not make 
the point on his own friends? 

Mr. MUNGEN. I wish to be heard for a 
moment on this question. 

Mr. COX. I should like to ask unanimous 
consent to have the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | 
Muncen] address the committee on this subject 
in the German language. [Laughter.] I hope | 
his colleague [Mr. Brneuam] will not think it 
unconstitutional or notaccording to the rules. | 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, | 

i 


the gentleman from Ohio will be allowed to | 


Mr. KELSEY. I object. 

The question recurred on Mr. Dawes’s amend: | 
ment; and it was agreed to. | 

Mr. DAWES. I move toadd to the end of | 
line twenty-three the following: 

For minister to Uruguay, accredited also to Para- 
guay, $11,250, 

Mr. Chairman, that does not interfere with 
any of the established ministers, but it adds the | 
sending to Paraguay and Uruguay, and ac- , 
crediting to both one minister. The appoint- | 
ment gives, according to the law, the pay of | 
the minister to Uruguay and 
pay of a minister to Paraguay, $7,500, and | 
$3,750, making in all $11,250. That is the | 
usual rule wherever one minister is accredited | 


|| to Paraguay exclusively, 
|| templated by th 


'| fixed the salary of 


one half of the | 


‘| Congress should provide for a representative 


to Paraguay. The allies have established 
there what is called by them a provisional gov- 
The allies were not our friends dur- 


. ernment. i 
As was correctly stated 


ing the controversy. 


| the other day by the chairman of the Committee 


i on Foreign Affairs, the Brazilian Government 
is European in its principles and its tendencies. 
'Fhe Paraguayan people are naturally opposed 
to such principles and tendencies, and they 
require at this time, more than ever before in 
all their past history, encouragement, kindness, 
and recognition on the part of this Government. 
It is right that we should accredit a minister 
there, although probably not a full minister 
and that is not con- 
e gentleman from Massacha- 
setts. It is proposed that there shall be a 
minister whose duty shall be divided between 
Paraguay and Uruguay. Lam opposed to lim- 
iting the salary to $7,500, and bam equally 
| opposed to a salary of $11,250. I thinkif we 
the minister to Paraguay 
and Uruguay at $10,000, the same as we pay 
to the ministers to Chili and Peru, we woul 

hit the proper medium, and I hope the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts will consent to that 
change. Uruguayis but a small Power, and 
but a smali portion of a minister's time would 
be required for either of those places; but it 
| is right that the minister we send there should 
visit both countries. 
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Mr. PETERS. How far apart are they? 
Mr. ORTH. I believe about a thousand 
miles by the river—just a pleasant little excur- 


sion. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to make an 
inquiry of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
If the minister to Uruguay receives a salary of 
$7,500, would he not, if he received a mission 
at the same time to another Government, be 
entitled to one half of that sum in addition ? 

Mr. DAWES. The law requires that. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Iwill also make the single 
remark that the condition of things in Para- 


guay is such as to make it more important that |. 


we should be represented there than at any 
period heretofore. 
Mr. ORTH. I think it is more important 


[i 


that a minister should go to Paraguay this year | 


than next year. 


Its people are about reorgan- ` 


izing their Government, and hence it is import- ; 


ant that a representative from this great Gov- 


ernment should be there to give the aid of our : 
influence and moral support to that people to ` 


establish what they have not had heretofore, a > 


republican form of government, and that as ; 


against the European Power, if we may so call 


it, of Brazil. 


Mr. WILLARD.: I withdraw my amendment. ` 
Mr. DAWES. [renew it pro forma, in order | 


to make one statement. I understand the law 
to be clear that where a minister to a foreign 
Government has added to his duties those of 
a mission to another Government the latter 
entitles him to an addition of one half to his 
salary. Therefore, he would have a claim on 
the Government to that amount, whether we 
appropriate it or not. I would remark also that 


duties of this missi icate | ; 
the Mahos te mieia are OFA very delicate. stand it now. I understand that the last appro- 


eharacter, much more so than those of a mis- 
sion to an old established Government, because 
it is 4 provisional one, and all the more deli- 
cate and difficult, because, as has been stated 


by the gentleman from Indiana, that Govern- |: 


Power unfriendly to us. We require, therefore, 
to send there a minister of the highest order. It 
would be very unfortunate if any misstep were 
made. The two countries are a thousand miles 
apart, and I submit that considerations of 
economy do not enter into this question, be- 
cause the existing law makes provision for such 


a case. | 
Mr. WILLARD. I understand thatthelaw |; 


now provides that when a minister to one 
Government has another Government attached 
to his mission the law allows him one half of 
his regular salary in addition. I understand 
farther that whatever appropriation we make 
in this bill for this minister will be the law for 
this case. The minister to Uruguay is not a 
fall minister; the office is attached simply to 
the Argentine Republic, and the salary for this 
diplomatic service in Uruguay would be only 
$3,500. Now, this amendment proposes to 
increase the salary for Uruguay from $3,500 
to $7,500, and then to add to it $3,500 more 
for services in Paraguay. 


Now, as I observed before, the Government |; 


of Paraguay isa provisional government. Let The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read | 


it be understood what is meant by a provisional 
government. It is not an independent Gov: 
ernment. Is it claimed here that the minister 
we propose to send to Paraguay is to go there 
and work against the Powers that have organ- 
ized that very Government? 


to the Government itself? 
Paraguay. 


in connection with it. I therefore ask that my 
amendment may be adopted. 
--Mr. DAWES. I raise the point of order on 
the amendment, that it is new legislation and 
is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order; and the question now is on the 


Do we send a | 
minister there for the purpose of being hostile | 
This Government |; 
was organized, as I said before, under the | 
authority of the Powers that have conquered |i 
It therefore seems to me that if | 
there is any need whatever of diplomatic ser- |: 
vice at Paraguay there is no need of this salary |: 


i Mr. DAWES. 
order that that is not in accordance with ex- | 
We have two ministers already | é af Ln J 
| appropriated by this bill for this purpose than 


firmed, oneat the A tine R li i 
; one at the Argentine epublic and one | Mr. DAWES. 


amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 

setts, [Mr. Dawes. ] 
Mr. WILLARD. I move to amend the 

| amendment so as to make the whole para- 

| graph read: 

i For minister resident at the Argentine Republic, 

: appointed also to Uruguay and Paraguay, $11,250. 


I must raise the point of 


isting law. 
out there, nominated to the Senate and‘con- 


at Uruguay. 


Mr. DAWKS. 
me, but I understand the law to provide for it. 

Mr. WILLARD. We have a minister resi- 
dent at the Argentine Republic. 

Mr. DAWES. D 


guay. But there has been a change this year, 
and instead of uniting those two it is thought 
wiser to unite Paraguay and Uruguay, which 
are more contiguous than the others. 

Mr. WILLARD. By what authority of law 
do you unite Uruguay and Paraguay? 

Mr. DAWES. 
just been confirmed by the Senate. 


before? 

Mr. DAWES. 
sion of the Argentine Republic. 

Mr. WILLARD. 
bill? 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLARD. Well, I think I under- 


priation bill was the same as the present bill 
as printed, providing for a minister atthe Ar- 
gentine Republic, appointed also to Uruguay, 
at $11,250. Now, I understand that the reason 


| gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] 
is that the State Department, notwithstanding 
this law, which is the law at the present time, 
has appointed.a minister to Uruguay and also 
appointed one to Paraguay. I do not under- 
stand thatthat is done by any authority of law, 
unless the State Department has the authority 
at any time to appoint a minister to any Power 
irrespective of any previous appointment for 
| that purpose. I understand, of course, that the 
| statute provides that when to any diplomatic 
office held by any person there shall be super- 
added another such person shall be allowed an 
addition to his compensation at the rate of fifty 
per cent. of the compensation of the superadded 


|| office. Therefore, I suppose it is that my former 


amendment was ruled out of order. But my 
present amendment is that the minister to the 


Uruguay and Paraguay, and that his salary 
therefor shall be $15,000. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to call the at- 
! tention of the Chair to the ninth section of the 
diplomatic and consularact of 1856, to be found 
| in Statutes-at-Large, volume eleven, page 56. 


the section referred to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
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| the chairman of the Committee on Appropria- 


Mr. DAWES. ati 
| for a minister at Paraguay. There was a joint 


Mr. WILLARD. By authority of what law? | 
I have not the law before | 


A minister to Uruguay has | 


mission for Uruguay and the Argentine Repub- 
lic, just as is printed in this bill. 

Mr. PETERS. Let me see if I understand 
this matter. In the last.appropriation bill 
Uruguay was secondary to the Argentine 
Republic; and now you make Uruguay the 

rincipal mission and Paraguay the secondary. 

Mr. DAWES. That is it exactly. 

Mr. PETERS. I would like to ask the 


gentleman further if there is any more money 


Mr. WILLARD. Was there a minister there ` 


there has been appropriated in bills heretofore? 
No more than last year ; pre- 

cisely the same as last year. The appropria- 
: tion was made last year, and the minister ap- 

pointed; but owing to the troubles there the 
| minister was recalled. This is only making a 
_ change there which seems to those who have 


This bill is printed as it l! the administration of these affairs in charge to 


stood last year when we had a minister at the ` 
Argentine Republic, accredited also to Uru- ` 


: be proper. I think, also, that my point of order 
: ig as applicable to the present amendment of 

the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. WiLLarp] 
' as it was to his former amendment. 


tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] if 
his proposed amendment does not purpose to 
increase the amount of appropriation in order 
to furnish a representative to Paraguay? 

Mr. DAWES. 
the amount appropriated last year. 


It does -not increase it over 
lt makes 


‘a half a mission more than there is in this 


It was attached to the mis- ‘ 


Argentine Republic shall be accredited also to | 


| Mr. POTTER. Let me inquire of the gen- 
i 
I 


printed bill, because when thisbil was reported 
; to the House from the Committee on Appro- 


In the last appropriation ` priations such was the condition of things in 


Paraguay, that it was not thought worth while 
to connect it with any mission there. 

Mr. POTTER. Nevertheless, it does make 
an increase, for the purpose of having a min- 
ister at Paraguay ? 

! Mr. DAWES. It does over the appropria- 
tion printed in this bill; not over the bill of 
last year. 


ment is being started under the auspices of a given for this amendment proposed by the | eae PETERS. -Tt makes what wes bal ie 


‘year the whole now, and what was the whole 
last year the half now. 

Mr. POTTER. It makes an increase, how- 
ever, over the appropriation proposed by this 
bill, and makes this increase in order to send 
a representative to Paraguay. 

Mr. DAWES. But not over the appropria- 
tion of last year. 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Chairman, I am op- 
posed to any representative at Paraguay. I 
know little of the importance of a representa- 
tive beyond what the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] has told us to-day. He 
assures us that country is in ruins. Now, a 
| country in that condition is not a country that 
requires a representative from this Govern- 
ment near its sovereign. But he tells us also 
that Paraguay has been deprived of all its 
male inhabitants. Now, if the question was 
as to sending a female representative to a 
nation of Amazons there might perhaps be 
some fitness in it, but clearly there is no need 
of a minister to a country with no male in- 
habitants left. And the gentleman tells us still 
ii more, that the Government which is now sub- 
|! sisting in Paraguay is a provisional govern- 


‘| ment established by the allied Governments, 
| which he says were not our friends. That, if so, 
| is, I think, another reason why no representa- 
i tive should now be sent there. Indeed, I en- 
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principles upon the new Government, and to 


| 


| 


attach it in its infancy to republican principles, | 


and to us, rather than tothe Old World. Ifa 
minister has any other duties to perform than 


the furnishing of good dinners, as was sug- | 


gested the other day by the gentleman from | P ; 
New York, [Mr. Porrer ;} if his services are ',ScorreLp having taken the chair as Speaker 


of any consequence as a diplomatist in securing 
the establishment of the principles of our Gov- 


ernment upon foreign soil, then the place where : 


I 
| 
i 
| 


. from the President of the United States, by . 
` Mr. Horace Porrer, one of his Secretaries. 


CONSULAR, ETO., APPROPRIATION BILL. l 


a new Government is being planted, reared, i 


nurtured, nursed, is above all others the place 
for such a representative as may impress upon 
the new Government the principles of our 
republican system. 


If we abandon such a 


country to those who are in alliance with the | 
Governments of the Old World, monarchy or | 


despotism, or certainly a system unlike our 
own, will grow up there. If any commercial 
relations now exist or are likely to exist here- 
after between us and that country we, by omit- 


ting to improve the present opportunity, throw ` 


away all the advantages that may arise from 
those commercial relations. 

Mr. PROSSER. What assurance has the 
gentleman that the State of Paraguay will 
receive a minister whom we may send? 

Mr. DAWES. Why, Mr. Chairman, I am 
not a diplomatist. 1 have no connection with 
the Department of State. 


Mr. KELSEY. Irise toa question of order, | 


that debate is exhausted on the pending amend- 
ment, and two or three speeches have been 
made since debate was exhausted. 


that the amendment of the gentleman from | 
: New York is not in order, as it is independent || 


The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is | 


well taken. Two amendments are now pend- 
ing, and debate is exhausted on them. 
Mr. WILLARD. 


t i his mission extended to another country; but, 
I withdraw my amend- | 


ment in order that the gentleman from New | 


York (Mr. Porrer]} may renew it. 
Mr. POTTER. I renewthe amendment. 
Mr. PETERS. I believe a point of order 
was raised on that amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment has 


not yet been read by the Clerk or presented to | 


the committee by the gentleman from Vermont, 
[Mr. Wiitarp.} Does the gentleman desire 
to present it to the committee? 

Mr. WILLARD. The amendmentisin pos- 
session of the Clerk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 


amendment as’ offered first by the gentleman | 
from Vermont and now renewed by the gentle- | 


man from New York, fr. Porter. | 
The Clerk read as follows: 


insert the words “appointed also to Uruguay and 
Paraguay, $15,000.” 

Mr. PETERS. I make the point of order 
that the amendment is in conflict with existing 
law. It proposes to annex to the ministry at 


the principal place the duties of minister at |i 


two other places. The statute allows the duties 
of only one other place to be added. 


Mr. KELSEY. The statute allows half a | 


dozen to be added = ; 

Mr. PETERS. It says, ‘between the two 
places;” so that the duties of the minister can- 
not be extended to more than two places. 


© Mr. DAWES. I think the gentleman from | 
i| of the Chair, superadds one only. 


Maine [Mr. Perens] is correct in his point. 
Mr. PETERS. It has always been so con- 
gtrued by those who have examined the subject. 
`- The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
from Maine insist on his point of order? 
Mr. PETERS. I do. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
the point of order is well taken. 


modified form, leaving out Uruguay. 


Mr. PETERS. I rise to a point of order on | 


that amendment. A 

Mr. POTTER. It has been modified so as 
to avoid the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report 
the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


„After the word “republic.” insert the words 
appointed also to Paraguay, $15,000.” : 


Í 
| 


The Chair holds that || 


i. than one. 


|| under consideration for more than half an 


il appointed also to Paraguay, appointed also to Uru- | 


Mr. POTTER. I offer the amendment in a | 


| gachusetts in reference to Uruguay and Para- 


| to another, but not to two. 
` In line twenty-one, after the word “republic,” |: order is therefore well taken to the proposition 
i of the gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Wix- 


Mr. PETERS. I insist on the point of 
order. The amendment proposes independent 
legislation. 

MESSAGE FROM TIIE PRESIDENT. 
The committee informally rose; and Mr. 


i 
pro tempore, a message in writing was received | 


The committee resumed its session. 
Mr. PETERS. I renew my point of order, | 


legislation. 
Mr. Porrer’s amendment was again read. 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from 
Maine makes the point of order that this is 
new legislation. ‘The Clerk will read from 
the Statutes-at-Large, volume eleven, page 56, 
section nine. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


"SEC. 9, And be it further enacted, That when to any 
diplomatic office held by any person there shall be 
superadded another, such person shall be allowed 
additional compensation for his-services, in such 
superadded office, at the rate of fifty per cent. of the. 
amountallowed by this act forsuch superadded office, 
and such superadded office shall be deemed to con- 
tinue during the time to which it is limited by the 
terms thereof, and for such time as shall be actually 
and necessarily occupied in making the transit be- 
tween the two posts of duty at the commencement : 
and termination of the period of such superadded ; 
office so limited, and no longer.” | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the 
opinion that under that provision of the law a 
minister accredited to one country may have 


while it is in order to extend to one, it does 
not seem to be in order to extend it to more 
Hence the Chair sustains the point 
of order. 

Mr. POTTER. I rise to a point of order 
on the amendment of the gentleman from Mas- 


guay. 
Ne. DAWES. That point of order comes 
entirely too late, as my amendment has been 


hour. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order 
comes too late. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York is ruled out of order. 
The statute provides for the extension of the 
duties of a minister accredited to one country 
The point of 


LARD ;] but the Chair, under the statute, would 
not sustain a point of order that it is out of 
order to extend the duties of the minister to 
the Argentine Republic and Uruguay to Para- 


uay. 

$ Mr. POTTER. If the Chair pleases, I 
think he has misunderstood my amendment. I 
reintroduced the amendment of the gentleman 
from Vermont; but it was so modified as to 
refer only to one country, so as to obviate the 
objection of the gentleman from Maine and 
the ruling of the Chair. My amendment does 
not add two countries; but, under the ruling 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report 
the whole section as it will be if amended. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


After the word “republic,” in line twenty-one, 
insert “appointed also to Paraguay,” and increase 
the appropriation to $15,000; so it will read: , 

For minister resident at the Argentine Republic, 


guay, $15,000. 
Mr. POTTER. My amendment is in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
propose to strike out Uruguay? 
' Mr. POTTER. Yes, sir; that isthe amend- 
ment I make to get rid of the point of order. 
TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman’s amend- 
ment involves the striking out of Uruguay, but 
it proposes to increase the amount to $15,000. 
‘Under the decision heretofore made it is in | 
order to increase salaries. 
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Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Chairman, I wish 
to make a suggestion. We have already fixed 
the salary of the minister resident of the Argen- 
tine Republic. Now, in this proposition it 
is proposed to raise the salary from $7,500 to 
$15,000. I do not think it is in order to change 
what the committee has already fixed. 

Mr. KELSEY. I move to reduce it from 


:! $15,000 to $11,250. 


Mr. POTTER. Iam willing to accept that. 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Clerk will read the 


i rule on the subject. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


“< No appropriation shall be reported in such gen- 
eral appropriation bills, or be in order as an amend- 
ment thereto, for any expenditure not previously 
authorized by law, unless in continuation of appro- 
priations for such public works and objects as are 
already in progress, and for the contingencies for car- 
rying on the several Departments of the Govern- 
ment.’ — Rule 120. (It has been decided that under 
this rule it is not in order to propose an amendment 
to a general appropriation bill which changes an 
existing law.—Journal, 1, 38, pp 593, 599} Butit was 
also decided that the latter branch of the rule not 
only permitted amendments increasing salaries, bu’ 
was framed for that very purpose.” 

The CHAIRMAN. Asamended, the Chair 
has no hesitation in ruling that the amendment 
is germane. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The committee has al- 
ready, by an amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, } 
struck out ‘‘ $11,250” and inserted ‘' $7,500.’ 
The Committee of the Whole have done that, 
and now it is proposed to strike out what the 
Committee of the Whole have putin. I raise 
the point of order that that cannot be done. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The point of order is 
well taken, and the Chair sustains it. 

The question was put on Mr. Dawers’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to, on a divis- 
10n—ayes seventy-five, noes not counted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For salary of commissioner and consul general at 
Hayti, $7,500. 


Mr. KELSEY. This paragraph, as printed, 
requires an amendment to be made. The word 
‘‘commissioner’’ should be struck out and 
the words ‘minister resident’’ inserted. I 
move that amendment, so as to make the par- 
agraph read, ‘‘ for salary of minister resident 
and consul general at Hayti, $7,500.” 

Mr. COX. Do I understand the gentleman 
to say that there is no longer a commissioner 
in Hayti? 

Mr. KELSEY. Our representative in Hayti 
is not a commissioner, but a minister resident. 
The change was made some years ago, but 
by mistake in the last appropriation bill he 
was called commissioner instead of minister 
resident. The duties of the two offices are 
somewhat different, and it is at the suggestion 
of the State Department that this amendment 
is made. -> À 

Mr. COX. Ifthe gentleman will allow me, 
I will ask him how many consuls or commer- 
cial agents have we in Hayti at this time? 

Mr. KELSEY. Icannot answer the gentle- 
man at this moment what is the number.: There 
is but one consul general. By referring to the 
report of the State Department he will get an 
answer to his question. I presume he has that 
report before him. 

- Mr. COX. I have no objection to the amend- 
ment, but I should have liked an answer to my 
question. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Are the offices 
of minister resident and consul general two 
offices or one? 

Mr. KELSEY. The same person discharges 
the doties of both offices. The minister res- 
ident is also consul general in Hayti. 

Mr. COX. I understand, then, that the 
commissioner is abolished, and that the consul 
general remains, and that he is the same officer 
as the minister resident. 

Mr. KELSEY. The offices of consal gen- 
eral and minister are different. The one is a 
diplomatic and the other a commercial office. 
Bat they are both combined in the same per- 
son at this place. 


1870. 


—s 


Mr. COX. Will the gentleman inform the 
committee what is the object of having any 
other than acommercial agent in the island of 


Hayti? 

Nr. KELSEY. The law so provides, and 
we do not in this appropriation bill propose to 
change existing law. 

Mr. COX. The law provided for a minister 
to Rome, and yet we struck out the appro- 

riation. 


Mr. KELSEY. We have passed away from 
that subject. : 
Mr. COX. Ishould like the gentleman to 


inform the committee why a commercial agent, 
the cousal general, cannot do all our business 
with this island, so that the expense may be 
cut down a little? 

Mr. KELSEY. It would take more than the 
five minutes which I have at my disposal to 
satisfy the gentleman, and I do not desire to 
occupy the time of the committee in that way. 

Mr. COX. l 
take the gentleman more than an hour to 
satisfy me or the country either. 

The question was taken on Mr. KELSEY’S 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For salary of commissioner and consul general to 
Liberia, $4,000. 

Mr. KELSEY. I move the same amend- 
ment here as iu the preceding paragraph, to 
strike out the word ‘‘commissioner’’ and in- 
sert the words ‘‘ minister resident.” 

- The amendment was agreed to. 


' Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend the 
paragraph by striking out ‘‘ $4,000” and insert- 
ing ‘*$7,500,"’ which is the statutory salary 
of a minister resident, and which is the same 
that we allow to the similar officer at Hayti. I 
need hardly suggest that the expenses con 
nected with the mission to Liberia are neces- 
garily greater than those of the mission to 
Hayti, on account of the expenses of the voy- 
age, from the distance of the country, and 
also the general expensiveness of living in the 
former country. Nor need I state the other 
fact, that the population of Liberia is com- 


posed of persons who have gone from this | 
country, and who have extensive connections | 


here still, whereas the Haytiansare toall intents 
and purposes foreigners. The mission to 
Liberia should certainly be made at least 
equal to the mission to Hayti, and the minister 


resident should be paid, as other ministers | 


resident, $7,500. 
‘Mr. COX. Lam epposed to any amendment 
increasing the amount. I think differently 
from the gentleman from Tennessee. What 
ean a minister to Liberia do that a commis- 
sioner cannot do? We send an officer to 
Liberia—and no doubt at this time a colored 
person will be selected—and what is he to do 
there? Nothing of a diplomatic character. 
Mr. MAYNARD. lthink the gentle man 
misanderstands my motion. The committee 
has already struck out the word ‘‘commis- 


sioner’? and inserted ‘‘ minister resident,” | 
making our representative there a minister 


resident. My amendment is to change the 
‘appropriation so as to make his salary the same 
as that of other officers of the same grade. 
Mr. COX. Well, then, I still oppose it. 
The hour of three o'clock p. m. having ar- 
rived, the committee rose, and the Speaker 
resumed the chair. 


_ ELECTION CONTEST——NEWSHAM VS. RYAN. 


The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent 
of the House, at three o’clockthe vote was to 
be taken on the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Srevenson] to lay upon the table 
the motion of the gentleman from Wisconsin 
[Mr. Expripce] to reconsider the vote by 
which the House adopted the resolution de- 
claring Mr. Newsham entitled to a seat as 
Representative from the fourth district of 
Louisiana. 

The question was put, and there were—ayes 
72, noes 64, i 


I have no doubt that it would |: 


> ill, Hawkins, Hill, Johnson, Thomas-L. Jones, Kerr, 


| Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, William J. 


. Cox, Crebs, Davis, Dawes, Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, | 


: Mungen, Niblack, Orth, Peters, Poland, Potter, it 
| Reeves, Rice, Ridgway, Rogers, Schumaker, Sher- ; 


voted ‘f no.” j 


|| order. 


| Starkweather, Strader, Strong, 
i M. Wilson, and Woodward—56. 


| gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. BUTLER. 


Mr. KERR called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 94, nays 78, not voting | 
56; as follows: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Arnell, Atwood, Banks, |. 


Barry, Bennett, Benton, Bowen, George M. Brooks, 
Buckley, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, 
Churchill, William T. Clark, Sidney Clarke, Amasa 

Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Covode, : 


Cowles, Cullom, Degener,. Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, |; 


Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Finkelnburg, Gartield, 
Hamilton, Harris, Hawley, Hays, Heflin, Hoar, | 


Hotchkiss, Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Judd, - in 


Kelley, Kelsey, Knapp, Lzflin, Lash, Lawrence, 
Logan, Maynard, McCarthy, McKee, Mercur, Elia- 
kim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, 
Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Packard, Packer, Paine, 
Platt, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sargent. poled 
Smith, | 
Worthington C. Smith, William Smyth, Stevens, 
Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Tafe, | 
Tanner, taylor, ‘Tillman, Twichell, Upson, Van | 
Wyck, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Welker, 
Wheeler, Whitmore, Williams, John ‘I’. Wilson, and 
Witcher—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Archer, Asper, 
Axtell, Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Beck, Bingham, 
Bird, Blair, Booker, James Brooks, Buflinton, i 
Burchard, Burr, Calkin, Cleveland, Cook, Conner, | 


Fox, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Haldeman, Hale, Ham- 


Knott, Lewis, Marshall, Mayham, McCrary, McGrew, 
McKenzie, McNeely, Morgan, Morphis, Morrissey, 


rod, Slocum, John A. Smith, Joseph X. Smith, 
Stiles, Stone, Swann, Sweeney, ‘Trimble, Van 
Trump, Voorhees, William B. Washburn, Willard, | 
Winans, Winchester, and Wood—78. 

NOT VOLING—Messrs.Ambler,Armstrong, Ayer, | 
Barnum, Benjamin, Biggs, Boles, Boyd, Buck, Ben- | 
jamin F. Butler, Cake, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, 

isher, Fitch, Gilfillan, Haight, Hambleton, Hay, 
Heaton, Hoge, Holman, Hooper, Ingersoll, Julian, 
Kellogg, Ketcham, Loughridge, Lynch, McCor- | 
mick, Milnes, William Moore. Samuel P. Morrill, 
Palmer, Peck, Perce, Phelps, Porter, Randall, San- 
ford, Schenck, Scofield, Porter Sheidon, Shober, 
Townsend, tyner, 
Van Horn, Wells, Wilkinson, Eugene 


Van 


Auken, 


So the motion to reconsider was laid 
table. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. WOODWARD. I am paired with the 


on the 


If here he would probably vote ‘‘ay,’’ and I 
would certainly vote ‘‘no.”’ 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. Iam paired 
on this question with Mr. TOWNSENÐ., lf he 
were here I am sorry to say he would vote 
tay,” and I would vote “no.” 

Mr. AYER. Iam paired with Mr. BARNUM. 
I would have voted ‘‘ay’’ and he would have 


Mr. FITCH. Iam paired with Mr. Farns- | 


wortH. He would have voted ‘‘no’’ and Ij; 


would have voted ‘‘ay.’’ 

Mr. FERRY. I am paired with Mr. Kercuam. | 
He would have voted ‘‘no’’ and I would have 
voted “ay.” . 

Mr. WILKINSON. Iam paired with Mr. 
Ranxpatt. He would have voted ‘‘no”’ and I 
would have voted “ay.” 

The result of the vote was announced as 
above. _ 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. Newsham) is present, he will 
be sworn in. | 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Irise to enter my protest | 
against that man being sworn in, because he , 
was not elected by the people, but by this 
House. {Loud cries of ‘Order!’ “Order!’’] | 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in 


order. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. IknewI was not. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in | 


Mr. J. P. Newsuam then appeared and 
qualified by taking the oath prescribed by law. 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state ; 
of the Union then resumed its session. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now | 


report the next paragraph, if nọ further amend- | 
ment shall be offered to this. ; 

Mr. MAYNARD. I believe an amendment ` 
is pending which I offered. 


Cessna, |: 
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The CHAIRMAN. Then the question will 
be taken on that amendment. 

The amendment was to strike out ‘ $4,000" 
and to insertin lieu thereof ‘'$7,500;”’ so that 


| the paragraph will read: 


For salary of minister resident and consul gen- 


: eral to Liberia, $7,500. 


The question was taken upon theamendment, 
and the Chairman declared thatit was adopted. 
Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman 
The CHAIRMAN. No amendment is pend- 


g- 
Mr. COX. I was on the floor when the 
committee rose a few minutes ago. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is on 
the floor now. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. Iam onthe floor now to sustain 
my rights. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize 
the gentleman as being on the floor to sustain 
his nights. [Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. I took the floor to oppose. the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Maynarp.] L was about to proceed with 
my remarks when the Speaker took the chair 


| under the order of the House, in order to pro- 


ceed with the contested-election case. I now 
move to amend the amendment by cutting 
down the appropriation to $4,000, because I 
do not think there is any necessity for having 
a minister in Liberia to-day. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The Committee of the 
Whole has just put in ‘“ minister resident.” 

Mr. COX. I am speaking of before the 
committee did that; having gone back to my 
rights. 

Mr. MAYNARD. That was done before 
the committee rose. 

Mr. COX. I will move to amend by striking 
out ‘‘ minister resident,” so that I may con- 
form my remarks to what bas been done. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Iriseto a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the 
point of order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. My point of order is, that 
the Committee of the Whole has already struck 
out ‘*commissioner’’ and inserted ‘‘ minister 
resident;’’ and the committee has just changed 
the compensation from $4,000 to $7,500, so as 
to make this compensation correspond to that 
of other ministers resident. 

Mr. KELSEY. And it is on that last ques- 
tion that I call for a division. 

Mr. COX. I willsaveall trouble by moving 
to strike out the entire paragraph. I wanted to 
sustain, if I could, the gentleman who reports 
this bill from the Committee on Appropriations, 
[Mr. Ketsey,] and keep the appropriation 


i down to $4,000; but the shrewdness of the 


friend of economy from Tennessee [Mr. May- 
NARD] has prevented my doingso. l now move 
to strike out the paragraph, because I can make 
my remarks in-no other way. 

- Mr. MAYNARD. If the gentleman will 
allow me to disavow the intended compliment 
I will say that it was not the shrewdness of 
“the gentleman from Tennessee,” but the 
rules of the House. 

Mr. COX. I willwithdraw the word ‘“‘eco- 
nomical ;”’ I used it inan ironical sense. I want 
to sustain the Committee on Appropriations in 
giving but $4,000 to an officer to attend to our 
commercial interests in Liberia. We have no 
interests there except commercial interests. 
We ali know the early colonization schemes 
have gone to the rearward and disappeared 
from view entirely, and that the Colonization 
Society is almost a dead and forgotten thing of 
the past. Weall know that the colored people 
themselves who were formerly interested in 
Liberia have lost that interest in consequence 
of the aggrandizement of their franchises and 
privileges in this country. : 

And now, that we in this country are in one 
sense Liberia, now that the negroes can obtain 
here all the privileges which it was intended 
by Mr. Clay and others they should bave ia 


Liberia ; now that the negroes who went to 
|| Liberia bave relapsed into barbarism almost 


3734 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


May 23, 


equal to that from which their ancestors were 
eis now that the condition of things in re- 
gard to Liberia has entirely changed, I do not 
think that we want anything more there than 
a commissioner or consul general, ata salary 
of $4,000 a year. 

We do not want any representative there for 


the purpose of suppressing the slave trade, | 


because the slave trade was suppressed years 
ago. We made a treaty with the great Powers 
which suppressed the slave trade. Yet, as gen- 


have elapsed since the slave trade was entirely 
suppressed by the consent of all the nations, 
we still keep an officer at the Cape of Good 
Hope, I think, and another officer at Liberia, 


Senate. That having been done, the Com- 
mittee of the Whole will resume its session, 
and the gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. INGER- 
SOLL] will again take the chair as chairman 


|| of the Committee of the Whole. 


and still another in the city of New York—I - 


am sure they are not yet abolished, though they 


ought to be—on large salaries for the purpose i 
of suppressing a slave trade that, thank God, : 


has entirely died out. 

And now we are asked to appropriate $7,500 
fora minister to Liberia, whose functions no 
man can possibly tell, all whose possible func- 
tions can be adequately discharged by a con- 
sul general or by a simple commercial agent. 
However, if the gentleman from the Çommit- 
tee on Appropriations who has charge of this 
bill [Mr. KeLser] can modify this paragraph 
as he has suggested, so as to make the appro- 


priation for this purpose $4,000, I care not | 
what you call the officer, whether minister, (ai 
sham minister, of course,) or commissioner, |: 


or commercial agent, I will not seriously ob- 
ject. 


ion to what i oper and adequate remun- :' r: 
s a a A a . the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] rose 


eration for such services as he may render. 


Mr. KELSEY. 


I move to strike out the | 
last word of this paragraph for the purpose of | 


saying that I think there is some misunder- | 


standing in regard to the condition of the 
amendments to this paragraph. The gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] moved 
‘to increase the amount appropriated to $7,500. 

Tbe committee then rose informally; aud 
Mr. Attison took the chairas Speaker pro tem- 
pore for the purpose of receiving a 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, 
one of its clerks, informed the House that the 


Senate had agreed to the resolution of the |, 


House relative to the printing additional copies 
of the agricultural report for 1868, with amend- 
ments, in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested. 

The message further announced that the Sen- 
ate insisted upon its amendments disagreed to 
by the House to the bill of the House No. 987, 
to reduce the number of the officersin the Army 
of the United States, and for other purposes, 
had agreed to the conference asked by the 
House upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on said bill, and: had appointed Mr. 
Hewry Wirson of Massachusetts, Mr. OLIVER 
P. Morrow of Indiana, and Mr. JoserH C. 
Assort of North Carolina, as the conferees on 
the part of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the 


Senate insisted upon its amendments disagreed |! 


to by the House to the bill of the House No. 
1298, to enforce the rights of citizens of the 
United States to vote in the several States of 
this Union, who have hitherto been denied 
that right on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of rervitude, had agreed to the 
conference asked by the House upon the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on said bill, 
and had appointed Mr. Witi1am M. STEWART 
of Nevada, Mr. Gzorce F. Epmcnns of Ver- 
mont, and Mr. Jonn P. Stockton of New 
Jersey, as the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. pot 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I rise to a point of 


order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. ALLISON.) 
The Chair can recognize no point of order. 
The Committee of the Whole rose informally, 
under the rule, to receive a message from the 


` York 


At least let us cut down the appropria- | ` 


CONSULAR, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The Committee of the Whole resumed its 


session. 
The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Incxrsot.) The 
Committee of the Wholeresumes the considera- 


tlemen of this House know, although years _ tion of the consular and diplomatic appropria- 


tion bill, upon which the gentleman from New 
pur Keser] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KELSEY. Iwas remarking, when inter- 

rupted by the informal rising of the committee, 


that the amendment proposed by the gentleman || 


from Tennessee [ Mr. MAYNARD | was under con- 
sideration when, at three o’clock, the Speaker 
resumed the chair in order to dispose, under 
the order of the House, of the Louisiana elec- 
tion case. At that time the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Cox] was on the floor. When 
the Committee of the Whole again resumed its 
session a vote was asked by my friend from 
Tennessee on his amendment, and it was taken ; 
but I think the result of the vote was not an- 
nounced by the Chair when the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Cox] claimed his right to the 


oor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The.gentleman is mis- 
taken in regard to the declaration of the result 
of the vote. The Chair did announce the re- 
sult of the vote. 


division of the committee on that vote when 


and claimed that he was entitled to the floor; 
and inasmuch as the floor was accorded to him, 
I supposed that the Chair conceded that he had 
right to it. Now, for the purpose of disen- 
tangling this matter, I ask that the vote be 
again put on the amendment of the gentleman 
from ‘tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp,] for I think 
the amendment was not understood by the 
committee when the vote was taken before. I 
think the amendment ought not to pass. l 

Mr. ROOTS. I think theamendment ought 
to pass ; and therefore I object to the vote upon 
it being again taken. 

Mr. KELSEY. I rose to call for a division 
of the committee on the qnestion, upon the 
announcement by the Chair that the amend- 
ment appeared to be carried, but my colleague 


| [Mr. Cox] rose at the same time and claimed 


that he was entitled to the floor. 
Mr. ROOTS. But the gentleman did not 


call for a division, and therefore I insist upon | 
| my objection. i 


Mr. KELSEY. Iask that the question upon 
the amendment be again submitted to the com- 
mittee. ; 
` Mr. ROOTS. Iinsist upon my objection. 

Mr. DAWES. My colleague on the Com- 


i| mittee on Appropriations [Mr. Kensey] does 
| not ask unanimous consent that the question 


may be again put. He asserts, upon his honor 
as a member of this House, that he called for 


' a division in season. 


Mr. KELSEY.. I say that I arose to demand 
it when my colleague [Mr. Cox] rose at the 
game time and claimed that he had been taken 
from the floor without his knowledge or con- 
sent. I therefore did not interpose until he had 
been heard. 

Mr. COX. I rise to a point of order. I 
state to this House that I rose as soon as I 
found we got back into the committee again, 
and resumed the floor from which I had been 
taken by the Speaker’s taking the chair and 
putting us into the House on the Louisiana 
contested-election case. A division was called 
for by my colleague, [Mr. Ketsry.] I rose at 
oncetoclaim myright. The Chair universally 
takes the statement of a member in reference 
to what he has-done. © _ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will take the 
statement of a member who says that he rose 
and called for a division in time. If he says 


Mr. KELSEY. I was about to call for a | 


so that is sufficient. The Clerk will report the 
paragraph as he now has it. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


For salary of minister resident and consul general 
to Liberia, $7,509. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state 
further that the vote was taken, and that after 
the vote he gave ample time to any gentleman 
to call for a division. 

Mr. KELSEY. I rose to call for a division; 
but whether { did so or not I am not certain. 
But it makes no difference, as we can havea 
vote on the proposition in the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objec- 
tion, the Chair will again submit the proposi- 
tion to the committee. 

Mr. ROOTS. I object. It is an act well 
done, and I do not want it undone. 

Mr. KELSEY. We can have a vote on it 
in the House. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman from 
Arkansas will be allowed to state the grounds 
of his objection. 

Mr. MAYNARD. There are two amend- 
ments pending, and I have risen to speak to 
them. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not suppose any one 
will insist on making objection after what has 
been stated by the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. ROOTS. Yes, sir; I insist on my 
objection. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
out the paragraph. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I believe I have the floor. 

Mr. COX. I say that the Chair was not in 
order unless he recognized me when he came 
back to the committee. He failed to do that, 
and therefore [ insist. on my privilege. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from 
New York was recognized by the Chair. I 
hope he has not lost any of his privileges. If 
he has I hope he will find them. {Laugh- 


ter. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. A motion was made by 
the gentleman from New York to strike out the 
last word of the paragraph, and I rise for 
the purpose of opposing that amendment in 
order to reply to some things said here, and 
especially to attacks made upon the republic 
of Liberia. I supposed we had got to the 
end of that kind of attacks now, and that there 
could .be no reason for making this sort of 
assault to which I have listened to-day. We 
ought not to forget the facts of our current his- 
tory. This republic of Liberia dates back in 
its inception something more than fifty years. 
There is no more successful colonization on 


I wish to move to strike 


this continent than that of the colonization of 


Liberia, on the coast of Africa, which has 


‘resulted in a regularly organized republic, with 
| a president, with legislative bodies, with courts 


of justice, and with State papers which will 


compare—— 

Mr. KELSEY. I gave notice that I should 
made a point of order upon avy gentleman 
who discussed matters outside of the subject 
under consideration ; and | must make it, there- 
fore, on my. friend from Tennessee. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I am replying to what 
gentlemen have stated in support of the motion 
to strike out. 

Mr. WELKER. I shouldliketo know what 
is the pending amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is to strike out the 
last word of the paragraph. 

Mr. WELKER. What paragraph? 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is, in line 
twenty-seven, to strike out the word ‘' dollars.” 

Mr. POTTER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from New York was to strike out the 
paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. A motion was made to 
strike out the last word, which takes precedence 
of the motion to strike out the paragraph. 

Mr. WELKER. Then a motion is also pend- 
ing to strike out the whole paragraph. 

he CHAIRMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAYNARD. And 
whole question. 


that involves the 


1870. 


The CHAIRMAN, 
door for diacassion, 
Me. MAYNARD. [was proceeding to state, 


It opens a very wide 


when interrupted, that these colonists had — 


organized a regular republican government in 
Liberia. They have a population uot sparser 
than some States of this Union have when they 
asa for k poeren aton in this House. I was 
about to observe that their State papers com- 
pared favorably with the public documents of 
people who claim to be much more advanced. 
‘They are our own countrymen, They have gone 
to the coast of Africa, and organized a repub- 
lican government, which is and has been pro- 
pressing successfully. They are the brothers, the 
rons, and the sisters of many of ourown people. 
And we have more interest in them than we 
have in the people of Hayti, to whom we send 
a minister resident with a salary of $7,500, I 
say why not recognize this young, this prosper- 
ous, this rising republic, sprung from our own 
community, and an honor and credit to the 
American people and to American civiliza- 
tion? Why not recognize that republic with 
the same consideration as that with which you 
recognize the republic of Hayti, whose people 
no doubt are nearer us, but with whom we have 
no special affiliation or connection. I trust 
that gentlemen will consider the matter very 
carefully before they undo what has been done, 
I think wisely and beneficially done, and I 
have no doubt with the most favorable results. 

It will be remembered that some two or 
three sessions ago I introduced a proposition 
into this House that our representative to 
Liberia should be taken from our colored 
population. This proposition went to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign ‘Affairs, and did not receive 
much attention at the time. But it has com- 
mended itself to the wisdom of the present 
Administration, and they have acted upon it, 
and our representatives to both those repub- 
lies are now selected from the colored race. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Certainly. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Why should we 
double or nearly double the salary that is now 
paid to the representative of the United States 
in Liberia, as proposed by this amendment? 

Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman might as 
well inquire why not cat down by one half the 
salaries of all the ministers resident ? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Hitherto we 
have not paid more than $4,000 for the services 
rendered in this place by our commissioner or 
consul general, or whatever else you choose to 
name him. [tis now proposed to double that 
amount, and I should like to know the reason 


why? 

Mr. MAYNARD. The panana will re- 
member that this mission has been recently 
established. It will be recollected moreover 
that there is an element of citizenship in this 
country which some of us appreciate if the 
gentleman from Ohio has not learned to do so. 

think the gentleman will comprehend this 
before he returns to Congress, and will dis- 
cover an argament that will commend itself to 
his mind. 

Mr. POTTER. Iam satisfied that thecom- 
mittee did not understand the effect of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Maysarp] which changed this commis- 
sioner to Liberia into a minister resident. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I beg the gentleman’s 
pardon, that was not my amendment. _ 
came from the Committee on Appropriations, 
and was moved by the gentleman’s colleague 
[Mr. Kersey] who sald the bill. My 
amendment was—after the committee had de- 
cided thatthere should be a minister resident- — 


to make his salary $7,500, the same as the- 


salaries of other ministers resident. 


Mr. POTTER. Tothatincrease I altogether | 


object. This House refused last week to send 
a minister resident to Rome, and after that 
refusal I say it is an act of the grossest impro- 
priety to send a minister resident to a place 
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like Liberia, upon the coast of Africa. There 
is nothing in its population, nothing in its com- 
' merce, nothing in ita proportions, nothing in 


action. ft would be taken, and rightly taken, 


as an intended insult to that great Power to | 


which we have refused to send a minister res- 
ident if, after its action with reference to 
Rome, the House should raise this messenger 
to Liberia from a consul toa minister resident, 
at the same time doubling his salary. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the paragraph will 
be stricken out if the gentleman from Tennes- 
see insists on his amendment. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending 
formal amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. KELSEY. 
a vote on the paragraph. 

Mr. DAWES. 


moment | will renew the formal amendment. 
I desire tu’say that the name ‘t commissioner’ 
does not happen to conform to the statute. 
The State Department requested us to change 


the dignity of its position to justify any such | 


. If the gentleman from New | 
York [Mr. Kersey] will yield to me for a | 


that in that distant country and among those 
people it is important that there should be a 
secretary at the legation. I was very forcibly 
impressed with the remark of the gentleman 
trom New York, ey Cox, | made in this House 
a few days since, thag the time is rapidly coming 
when, as between ourselves and the people of 
Europe, these officers will rot be found neces- 
sary to perfect and carry on our intercourse. 
Where the telegraph is active, where the lan- 
guage is the same, where visiting is frequent, 
steamers leaving our shores and theirs every 
day carrying numbers of citizens to and fro, 
it is not so important, and perhaps by and by 
will not be of any importance, that we should 


‘have resident ministers and a full corps of 


I withdraw it, and ask for ` 


that word, without changing the compensation : im i 
` we have to-day, not that this is the most im- 


at all. At the suggestion of my colleague on 
the Committee on Appropriations [Mr. KEL- 
SEY) the Committee of the Whole have changed 
the word, without changing the character of 
the mission or the amount of the salary. But 


now the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. May- | 


NARD} proposes to put the mission on a par 
with the $7,500 missions. I do notknow why 
he makes this proposition. I do not want to 
be uncharitable, but it looks very much as if 
prompted by a motive similar to that which 
prompted the amendment to insert a mission 
to Rome. Thereis no propriety in it. Liberia 
is a place about as large as one of our congres- 
sional districts, and I wish to treat the mis- 


sion to Liberia just as it has been treated ' 


hitherto, and as the State Department now |: 
desires it to be treated. The gentleman from | 


Tennessee asks us to raise the salary to $7,500 
for no other reason that I can conceive of thau 
that which he suggested when he said there is 
an element in the question which even the gen- 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. Garren] will appre- 
ciate after the next election. If the gentleman 
insists on holding the committee to the amend- 
ment raising the salary to $7,500, I will move 
to strike out the paragraph, and allow the 
salary to be fixed as the law directs. 

Mr. ROOTS. Does the gentleman mean to 
say that that was the only reason urged by the 

entleman from Tennessee? 

Mr. DAWES. 
such thing. I say it looks to me like that. 
Does the gentleman from Arkansas say 
not look to me like that? {Laughter. ] 

Mr. ROOTS. 


you. { 
The CHAIRMAN. No farther debate is in 


it does 


officers: Butin Asia, and with this great peo- 
ple speaking a language entirely different from 
ours, and where our means of knowledge are 
almost entirely confined to that which we ob- 
tain from our minister, it is highly important, 
not only that we should have a first-class mis- 
sion, but that it should be sustained liberally 


: in every respect, secretary included. 


‘This is perhaps the most important mission 


portant country, but owing to the fact which I 
have stated in respect to our limited knowledge 
about the great empire of China, and in view 
of the fact that it is asserted and believed in the 
State which I in part represent, and the city 
from which I come, by a large number of peo- 
ple, that a slave trade is being established be- 
tween our country and that country, and that 
large numbers of Chinese are being imported. 
Hence it becomes of the greatest importance 
that we should maintain that relationship with 
that country that will give uscorrect and exact 
information of the facta in this case; give us 


' information as to the habits and the policy of 


that country; give us that information which 
will enable us to conduct our commercial and 
mercantile relations with that country in such 
a manner as to be advantageous to ourselves, 
and, if possible, in such a manner as to sup- 
press this slave trade. It is of vast importance 
that this mission to China, which has been 
made by this Congress a first-class mission, 
should be supplied with all that is necessary, 


| not only to maintain the honor and dignity of 
' our flag in that country, but to afford us that 


' kind of information and that kind of knowledge 


I have not intimated any | 
man to state that a system of slavery has been 
' instituted, and thatindividuals have been taken 


I cannot say how it looks to . 


of the designs and policy of that Government 
which will enable us to suppress this coolie trade 
and to establish at the same time sound com- 
mercial relations with that great empire. 

Mr. BENTON. I understand the gentle- 


from China and brought to this country and 
subjected to a system of slavery. Is that the 


idea which the gentleman advances? 


order. 
Mr. KELSEY. I hope the paragraph will - 


gent that all debate on the paragraph be closed. 
There was no objection; and it was 80 
ordered. 
Mr. 
the Senate if we strike out the paragraph. 
The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order. 
The formal amendments being withdrawn, 
the question was taken on the motion to strike 
` out the paragraph ; and it was agreed to—ayes 
77, noes 38. i 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For salarios of secretaries of legation, as follows: 

At London and Paris, $2,625 each. g 

‘At St. Petersburg, Madrid, Berlin, Florence, Vien- 
na, Rio Janeiro, and Mexico, $1,800 each. 

Mr. AXTELL. I move to amend the last 
paragraph by striking out the word ‘‘and”’ 
where it occurs before ‘‘ Mexico’? and insert- 
_ing after “ Mexico” the words ‘* and Pekin.” 
| The mission to China is one of the most im- 
|; portant of all our foreign missions, and it is of 
|! the same grade as the missions at St. Peters- 
| burg, Madri 


d 
DAWES. The matter can be fixed in ` ; egr Tr 
‘' erence to so importanta mission the provision 


d,and Berlin,and itis fairto presume . 


Mr. AXTELL. In answer to the gentleman 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Benton] I will say 
that it is asserted, and generally believed by 


be stricken out, and now I ask unanimous con- |, the people on the western coast, that this coolie 


| trade is a system of slave trade; and I say it 


is important that we should, through our min- 
ister resident at China, obtain all the facts in 
regard to that matter. I regret that with ref- 


for a secretary of legation has been omitted. 


‘ment of the gentleman from 


Mr. KELSEY. I rise to oppose the amend- 
California. This 


: bill makes the usual appropriation for inter- 


' preter of the legati 


on to China, and if the 


: gentleman had turned to the statute he would 


have found that the Secretary of Legation fills 
also the place of interpreter. The committee, 
at the suggestion of the State Department, 
have instructed me to move, when we reach 
the legation to China, an amendment which 
will make the law exactly as it stood last year. 
It is proper I should add that the bill is re- 

orted in the shape in which it now appears, 

ecause of the form in which the estimates 
came to us. Last year an appropriation of 
$5,000 was made for secretary of legation and 
interpreter. This year an estimate was sent to 
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us without specifying whether the interpreter 
was to be secretary of legation or not; but the 
State Department has since supplied that in- 
formation, and we propose to amend the bill 
so as to conform to it. It will be seen, there- 
fore, that there is no necessity whatever for 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. AXTELL. Any of the Chinese inter- 
preters that we know anything about would be 


unfit for the position of secretary of legation. ` 
The interpreters are usually Chinese who have , 


been educated in the missionary schools. 
Mr. KELSEY. 


interpreter is secretary of legation, and has 
been for five years past. We propose to con- 
nue the provision just as it is in the existing 
aw. 
Mr. PETERS. 

amendment by striking out the last word. I 
wish to have this matter perfectly understood, 
and I would like the attention of the gentle- 


man from New York, (Mr. Ketsry.} I know | 
that the present minister who has just gone to | 


China has hired a secretary whom he would 
like to have as secretary of legation. Unless 
the employment of a secretary of legation as 
a separate officer is authorized in this bill the 


minister to China will be compelled to pay the | 
secretary whom he has employed $2,500a year | 


out of his own pocket. If by this bill we treat 
these positions of interpreter and secretary of 
legation as one office this gentleman, who is 
no interpreter, who does not understand the 
Chinese language, and I presume never will, 
cannot hold the position of secretary of lega- 
tion. 

Mr. KELSEY. We propose to make the 
appropriation in accordance with the law, 
which expressly declares that when the secre- 


tary of legation is the interpreter his pay shall |. 


be $5,000. - 
Mr. PETERS. And when he is .not?. 


$3.000. ‘That is the pay of the interpreter. - 


Mr. PETERS. And is there to be no sec- | amendments be withdrawn until we reach the » 


paragraph whieh provides for the salary of the | 


retary of legation in that case? ` 
Mr. KELSEY. 

one separately. : 

be a secretary of legation at $2,000, leaving 

tbe interpreter to have $8,000. 


this kind be made there will be confusion. 


sary to divide the duties. I know that the 
present minister has employed a secretary. I 
am personally acquainted with the minister, 
and also with his seeretary. I know that 
neither of them is acquainted with the Chinese 
language, and I preseme neither will ever be- 
come so. I think I know both gentlemen well 
enough to state upon the authority of both that 
the secretary is to receive from the minister 
$2,600 per annum for.his services. By pro- 
viding that the interpreter shall act as secre- 


services of the secretary whom he has engaged. 


When the amount appropriated will not be | 
increased, why is not the gentleman willing to | 


make the division of the service? 
Mr. ORTH. I rise to oppose theamendment 


of the gentleman from California, [Mr. Sar- | 


GENT.] The. law establishing the Chinese 
mission provides for the office of secretary of 
legation and interpreter, and fixes the salary 
ut $5,000. Under that provision of lawa very 
worthy gentleman, Dr.. Williams, bas acted for 
many years, in fact from the establishment of 
the mission to the present time, as secretary 
of legation and interpreter. The amendments 
which the Committee on Appropriations have 
authorized the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Kesey] to propose is simply in conformity 
with the law establishing the Chinese mission. 


-I am very well aware, Mr. Chairman, that the 
present minister to China, Governor Lowe, of 
California, desired to have an assistant secre- 
tary of legation, and the gentleman whom he 


| Committee on Foreign Affairs and urged our ` 


committee to adopt the recommendation of 
: Minister Lowe. We had the matter before us 
for some time, but we saw no reason whatever 
for recommending to this House the establish- 


` ment of an additional office to be held by this 


I am informed bythe State | 
Department that the person now acting as. 


I move to amend the 


There is no provision for ' 
Mr. PETERS. Let me suggest that there l 


If the two 
offices be held by one person, he can then re- : 
ceive the $5,000. Unless an arrangement o Hi 

t: 
seems to me a matter of propriety that a secre- | 
tary of legation should be authorized as.a sep- |: 
arate officer wherever it may be deemed neces- | 


gentleman. 
retary of Minister Lowe was very anxious to 


: go to China, and has gone there with him; but . 


he went without any pledge, expressed or im- 


plied, that the office should be created for his — 


' special benefit. On the contrary, the vote of the 
Committee on Foreign A ffairs was unanimously 
against the proposition. 

Mr. WELKER. 


proper authorities ? 
Mr. ORTH.. Yes, sir; Dr. Williams is now 


| has been there. The effect of the amendment 


to legislate out of cflice a gentleman who has 


. resided for twenty years in China, who is per- || ,;- 3 . ; 
fectly familiar with the langnage as well as the | this gentleman referred to, and who belongs 
laws and customs of the country, and who in | 


: the discharge of: the duties pertaining to his - 


office is of more service than any man we 
i could send there. 


‘ ment of the gentleman from Maine would be: 
‘ to deprive the Government of his services by |: 
reducing the salary from $5,000, as fixed by | 


I hope, there- ii this subject, has sent Mr. Low as a minister to 


the existing law, to $3,000. 
fore, the amendment will not be adopted. 


-0 Mr. PETERS. I withd n ; 
Mr. KELSEY. When he is not, his pay is i n PN T POA 


amendment to the amendment. 
| ~- Mr SARGENT. I suggest that all the 


mmterpreter to the legation to China. 
- The CHAIRMAN. lf there be no objection 
all the amendments will be considered as with- 
drawn. 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Fer salary of the interpreter to the legation to 
China, $3,600. 


. Mr, KELSEY. I move toamend by insert- 
ing before the word ‘‘ interpreter” the words 
‘secretary of legation acting as,’’ and by 


| striking out ‘‘three’’ and inserting ‘‘ five;”’ so | 
i that the paragraph will read, ‘‘ for salary of 


| the secretary of legation acting as-interpreter 
| to the legation to China, $5,000. I offer this 


i| amendment by direction of the committee. It 
i| is in accordance with a suggestion from the 
|| State Department, and is in conformity with 


the provisions of the existing law. 


i| Mr. BANKS. -Lhope the. amendment will 


| be agreed to. 


i. Mr. SARGENT... I move. to amend the 
tary of legation we deprive the minister of the | 


amendment by adding to the paragraph as 
proposed to be amended the following : 


receive $2,000, and the interpreter $3,000. 
Mr. Chairman, there is no reason atall under 


made. 
a restoration of what was the normal position 
of this matter. The consolidation of the two 
offices was merely the exception. 

Mr. BANKS. I object to the amendment 
as notin order. It proposes new legislation, 
and is in conflict with existing law. 

Mr. SARGENT. 


new legislation in conflict with existing law. 
The statute contains simply a provision that 
there shall.be a secretary and an interpreter, 


and ‘that where the two officers are united the , 


pay shall be $5,000. 


selected for that position, a citizen of Maine, I | 
|| believe, and a very clever gentleman, so far as I 
‘| can judge from appearances, came before the 'i 


I understand that this private sec- ' 


I desire to ask the gentle- - 
man whether a secretary of legation to the ` 
Chinese mission has been appointed by the | 


in possession of the office. He isa very worthy | 
| gentleman, and has, in fact, acted as minister | 
| to China for at least one fourth of the time he | 


of the gentleman from Maine would be simply : 


But wherethe secretary is not interpreter he shall |: 


the statute why this division should not be ` 
The amendment simply contemplates |; 


It does not propose any 


Mr. BANKS. I call attention to the pro- 
vision of the statute. The last clause of the 
first section of the act to regulate the diplo- 
matic and consular systems is as follows: 


Provided, That the compensation of the seeretary 
of legation to China, acting as interpreter, shall be 
at the rate of $5,000; andif not acting as such, at 
i the rate of $3,000. 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well, then; in order 
_that the amendment may conform to the 
: statute I modify it so as to make the salary 


© of the secretary of legation $3,000, and that of 


the interpreter $2,000. Now, the object evi- 
dently of the statute was that these two officers 
should be separate; but if it became necessary 
for the business of the Government the rule 
was fixed by which they might beunited. I do 
not understand that rule so given is so far an 
exception here that it becomes a general rule, 
and we are compelled in our appropriations 
hereafter to conform to it. There may be cir- 
cumstances, as for instance in reference to the 
gentleman referred to by the gentleman froin 
: Indiana, [Mr. OrtH,] where we have voted 
that this person should have these $5,000, in 
order that his services might be secured to the 
Government when these two offices should be 
united; but such is not the case where that 
i: secretary of legation is unsuitable to the min- 
‘ister resident. It should not be against his 

own judgment, where from the personal con- 

nection and confidence he should preter to 

have the assistance of another individual. If 


| to the clerical profession, is so useful in China, 
having lived there for twenty years, and during 
- one fourth of the time has received the whole 


Wis effect of ihe amend- | P3Y of a minister, and during a larger portion 


| of the time $5,000 a year, it may be that he 
| should be appcinted minister to China and we 
| Should dispense with Mr. Low. But while the 
: Government, exercising its own discretion on 


: China, it seems to me his desires in some 


: degree should be consulted in regard to the 
| appointment of his secretary of legation. 


We 
should not force upon him at any rate a fossil, 
aman who has been there for twenty years, 
; who, it seems, is to be continued in this office 
‘ as long as he lives. I cannot consent to it. It 
' seems to me we should make the appropria- 
| tion in the language of the statute and en- 
‘| able the Government to divide or unite these 
|| amounts as it sees fit. Without the amend- 
ment, with the modification I propose, the 
Government can have no choice in the matter ; 
© but the State Department will be compelled 
: to employ one man for both offices and pay 
him $5,000. 

Mr. DAWES. Does the gentleman think 
we can obtain a proper interpreter for less 
: than $3,000? 
|. Mr. SARGENT, Yes, sir; I do not think 
| it will be difficult. l 
i Mr. AXTELL. And for much less. 
| Mr. SARGENT. I think you can find com- 
| petent men in San Francisco, elerks in Amer- 
; ican houses or Chinese houses, who speak 
| English and Chinese with equal facility, whose 
i| services could be obtained in China, or in- 
| duced to go to China, for probably $1,500 a 


| year. I think I am not extravagant in that 
| statement. 
Mr. DAWES. This gentleman has occu- 


| pied this position as interpreter for a long 
| number of years. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. BANKS. I object to the amendment as 
| changing the law. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules 
| the point of order. The Clerk will read the 
| proviso in the statute, from Statutes-at-Large, 
| volume eleven, page 52. = 

| The Clerk read as follows: ` 


Provided, That the compensation of the secretary 
of the legation to China, acting as interpreter, shail 
be at.the rate of $5,000, and if not acting as such, at 
; the rate of $3,000; and that of the secretary et lega- 
H tion to Turkey, acting as dragoman, at the rate of 


| $3,000. and if not acting as such, at the rate of $2,000 
per annum. 


1870. 


Mr. BANKS, The secretary of legation is 
to get $3,000 and the interpreter $2,000. The 


proposition here is to give the interpreter 


33,000. 

Mr. SARGENT. As I originally proposed 
the amendment it conforms to the statute. I 
changed it because the gentleman stated it the 
other way. T modified it to meet the statute. 

Mr. BANKS. The secretary of legation, 
according to the statute, gets $3,000 if not 
acting as interpreter. If he acts as interpreter 
he geta $5,000. The proposition here is to 
give the interpreter $3,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not so 
understand it. It reads, ‘* For salary of sec- 
retary of legation, acting as interpreter to the 
Iegation, $5,000; bot if not acting as such, 
$3,000, and as an interpreter, $2,000.” 

Mr. JUDD. Lhope the attention of the com- 
mittee will be drawn carefully to this question 
before them under this amendment. | should 
have no objection to vote an assistant secretary 
of legation, if the present minister desires a 
man with sueh personal relations to him as to 
make intercourse pleasant; but I say to adopt 
a rule which will change the condition of things 
in this mission, and substantially destroy the 
usefulness of one of the most usetul men con- 
nected with it, would be utterly unwise. I refer 
to Dr. Williams, of whom the gentleman from 
California has spoken not very respectfully as 
a fossil who has lived there for twenty years, 

Mr. SARGENT. I stated that he was a 
elerical gentleman who had been there for 
twenty years, and to that extent a fossil. 

Mr. JUDD. Whether the gentleman’s lan- 
guage was a reflection on the interpreter or 
secretary I will not stop to say; but | say the 
manner in which the proposition is drawn does 
convey to the committee the impression there 
is an old fossil there of no use or value to the 
Government, and the design is to substitate a 

oung live man for the present secretary of 
egation. Now, I will say that if Rev. Dr. 
Withams, who has been interpreter there ever 
since the mission was established, should act at 
the same time as secretary, being thoroughly 
conversant with the Chinese language and the 
Chinese people, he would be found as useful 
an officer as the Government can possibly have 
atthat place. And I protest against the legis- 
lation which, by cutting down his salary, or 
changing the form of the statutes, should 
destroy his usefulness, or sever him from the 
legation. If there is any particular interest to 
be served that is personal to the present minis- 
ter, or if there is any particular gentleman 
whom it is sought to serve, I will say to the 
gentleman from California that I will make no 
objection. But I do protest against this kind 
of legislation which will destroy the position 
of an extremely useful man, and to whom the 
legation are indebted for a building within 
which to shelter themselves. They have lived 
in his house, and are to-day unable to hire 
other premises than those they obtain from him. 

Mr. SARGENT. The bill, as it now stands, 
gives $5,000; while the secretaries of legation 
to London and Paris receive $2,625 each. 
Now, Í would ask whether so much larger a 
sum than those officers receive is a reasonable 
sum to give to this gentleman? 

Mr. JUDD. As I have been informed, the 
ontgoing minister and everybody else con- 
nected with the mission in any way have sought 


an increase of compensation ou account of : 


the high rate of living in Pekin. And I have 


formed my opinion, first, on those reports, and — 


secondly, from the fact that this salary has 
‘been established and continued from the com- 


mencement of the mission to the present time. - 


Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a question of 
order. I ask the Chair to look ata paragraph 
in the first section of the consalar and diplo- 
matic appropriation act of 1856, to which I 
shall call his attention, and also tod paragraph 
in the second section. 

Mr. PETERS. Thatis not a point of order. 
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| Mr. MAYNARD. I ask to have these para- 


i| graphs read. The point of order is, that as the 

law now stands if one person discharges both 
functions of secretary of legation and inter- 
preter he is to have $5,000. If, however, the 
secretary does not act as interpreter, then by 


secretary $3,000. 

The Clerk rend as follows, from the Statutes- 
at-Large, volume eleven, page 52: 

“ Provided, Thatthe compensation of the secretar 
of tho logation to China, acting as interpreter, shail 
be at the rate of $5,000, but if not acting as such, at 
the rate of $3,000, 

“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President 
be, and is hereby, authorised to appoint for the lega- 
tion to Chinn an interpreter, when the secretary of 
legation shall not bo acting as such, whoshall be enti- 
tled to compensation at tho rate of $5,000.” 

Mr. MAYNARD. The point of order is 
that the latter clause of the amendment is in 
violation of the second section of the statute, 
because it reduces or seeks to reduce the salary 
of the interpreter. 

TheCHAIR Nee Axuison.) The Chair 
overrules the point of order. The committee 
may make another appropriation. It is com- 
petent for the committee to change the appro- 
priations for salaries. 

Mr. SARGENT. I withdraw my amend- 


ment. 
; Mr. PETERS. I renew jt. The proposi- 
‘tion is not to ask any more money than the 
, bill appropriates, but that the minister may 
divide that sum if he soelects. If we pass the 
ragraph, as worded by the gentleman from 
ew York, withoutthe amendment of the gen- 
tleman from California, [Mr. Sarceyt,] we 
compel the minister to China to take Dr. Wil- 
liams or Minister Williams, whether he is old 
or young, fossil or new, as his secretary or as 
his interpreter, whether he will or no. 

Mr. ORTH. Will the gentleman yield to 
me fora remark? 

Mr. PETERS. With pleasure. 

Mr. ORTH. This bill does not legislate Dr. 
Williams into office nor keep him there. The 
President of the United States may to-morrow 
supersede him. 

Mr. PETERS. I understand that. But the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. ORTH] has here- 
tofore stated that if the same person is to be 
interpreter and also secretary probably no 
other person can be obtained there competent 
to Gill both situations. My proposition is that 
if you adopt the amendment of the gentleman 
from California [ Mr. Sarcent] you allow the 
minister at the Court of Pekin to select his own 


the existing law, which cannot be done in an 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. DAWES. I understood the gentleman 
from Maine (Mr. Perens] to say that this 


| Arrangement proposed by him and the gentle- 


y y : man from California [Mr. Sarcexr] is to fix a 
law the interpreter is to have $5,000 and the ` 


place for a nice man who has gone out there 
for the purpose of having it. 
Mr. PETERS. No, sir; I did not say that. 
Mr. BANKS. I do not object to its being 


. fixed in that way, but it can only be done by 


private secretary or public secretary, whatever ` 


you choose to call him, to make his own family 
relations, and if he sees fit to keep Dr. Wil- 
liams, because it is better for the public service 
to do so, he will keep him; he can keep him, 
and let him do so. But if after he arrives on 
the ground and looks over the situation—and 
he is accompanied by a gentleman of cultiva- 
tion and talent, who left the naval service for 
the purpose of accepting a situation under 
him—he prefers to give the position to that 
gentleman or some other person, and to keep 
Dr. Williams as interpreter, I say he ought to 
be allowed to do so. We ought not to fetter 
and tie up the hands of the minister, but ought 
to allow him to make his own selection of @ 
person to fill the secretarysbip. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. KELSEY. I hope we shall close debate 
‘on this paragraph. 

Mr. BANKS. Allow me a moment. The 
` gentleman from Maine [Mr. Peters] is cer- 
. tainly mistaken in supposing that the secretary 
of legation is merely secretary to the minister. 

Mr. PETERS. I did not say so. 

Mr. BANKS. He is secretary of legation 
under the law; he has no personal connection 
with the minister, and it is certainly not com- 
petent for Congress to give the minister control 
over the secretary of legation without the con- 
sentof the Administration except by changing 


assing a new law. 

Mr. SARGENT. We do not propose to 
make any arrangement, but to break upan old 
arrangement that has been made. 

Mr. KELSEY. I now ask unanimons con- 
sent that debate may be closed on this para- 
graph. 

Thera was no objection; and it was so 
ordered. 

The question was taken upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment offered by Mr. Sar- 
GENT; and it was disagreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Ket- 
SEY’S amendment, and it was agreed to—ayes 
eighty-one, noes not counted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For contingent expenses of foreign, intercourse 
proper, and all contingent expenses of al} missions 
abroad, $50,000, 


Mr. KELSEY. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the close of that paragraph: 


Provided, That proper vouchers shall hereafter in 
all cases bo presented to the proper accounting offi- 
cer of the Treasury for any and all expenditures of 


` money hereby appropriated ; and the certificate of 


the President shall not in any case be deemed a 
proper voucher unless the same shall be accompa- 


‘nied by a full and accurate statement of the pur- 


pose and object of making such expenditure, but 
such statement shall not be published unless Con- 
gress shall order it. 

It will be observed that the Committee on 
Appropriations have consolidated two items, 
as set forth in the estimates, of $50,000 each, 
and proposed to appropriate $50,000 for both 
of them in this item. The item of eontingent 
expenses for foreign intercourse is the one 
from which the secret-service money comes. I 
commented on that the other day somewhat at 
length, and I do not propose to review it now. 
I simply wish to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the fact that the contingent expenses 
of all our missions abroad, as audited and set- 
tled at the Fifth Auditor's office during the 
last year, only amounted to $25,500 81. That 


would leave $24,500 to be expended, in the ` l 


' discretion of the President, for what has been 


known as secret-service money. Bat as I be- 
lieve that we ougat to have no such expendi» 
ture of money, I propose to submit the ques- 
tion to the committee whether they wiil not 
require vouchers to be filed in the Treasury 
Department for the expenditure of all this 
money, although those vouchers shall not be 
published except by order of Congress. A 


great many abuses have crept into this class 


` of expenditures, and I pro 


e to test the sense 
of the House as to whether they desire that 
system to be continued. Inasmuch as I ex- 
plained this matter in my opening remarks 


u upon this bill, I do not desire to prolong the 


‘| discussion upon it. 


Mr. JUDD. I hope that when the gentleman . 
managing this bill [Mr. Ke:sey] attempts to 
reform what he regards as an abuse he will 
call things by their right: names, and put in his 


‘amendment just exactly what he is aiming st. 


Mr. KELSEY. I have.done so. 

Mr. JUDD. One- of my objections to his 
amendment is that it covers the entire disburse- 
ment of the contingents of all the legations. 


| Now, let me tell the gentleman that there is 
| no minister settled with who does not furnish 


vouchers for every penny connected with his 


expenditures. : , 
Mr. KELSEY. That is exactly what I said ;. 


` and I gavethe amount they expended last year. 


Mr. JUDD. Let me also say to the gentle- 
man that he should exempt fromthe operation 
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of his amendment all the officers who comply 
with its requirements, and say that the Presi- 
dent, whenever he expends the secret service | 
fund which is placed at his disposal under his 
discretion, shall furnish vouchers for what he 
may expend. Just put that in plain English, 
aud test the sense of this committee upon it. 

Mr. KELSEY. That is just exactly what I 
have done, put it in plain English. 

Mr. JUDD. The gentleman embraces in ` 
his amendment the entire contingent fund, as 
I understood it when it was read by the Clerk— 
all the contingent expenditures of all the vari- 
ous legations. When the proper time comes 
I shall move to amend the amendment so that 
the direct question shall be presented to the 
Committee of the Whole; so that gentlemen 
may understand this proposition to be nothing | 
more nor less than saying to the President, | 
after Congress has said to him, ‘‘ We put you in 
possession of a certain sum of money to be | 
expended in the secret service of the Govern- | 
ment,” we shall now say to him, “ You must | 
furnish vouchers of your correct expenditure 
of it’? Sir, I ask members not to cast such 
a reflection upon your Executive, or upon the 
various legations representing this country 
abroad. : 

Mr. KELSEY. There is no reflection on 
anybody. 

Mr. DICKEY. I desire to state that this pro- 

osed amendment of the gentleman from New | 
Kork [Mr. Kersey] is not an amendment rec- 
ommended by the Committee on Appropri--!; 
ations. 

Mr. KELSEY. Ihave so stated. 

Mr. DICKEY. He is the only member of | 
that committee who is in favor of such an | 
amendment. It was expressly voted on inthe |; 
Committee on Appropriations, and the com- 
mittee was unanimously against it, with the 
exception of the gentleman from New York. 
About onehalf ofthis appropriation, or $25,000, 
is expended and is known ag the secret-service 
fand. From the foundation of the Government 
the warrant of the President of the United 
States or the order of the President has been 
deemed by the accounting officer ofthe Treasury 
a sufficient warrant, a sufficient voucher, and 
the gentleman from New York, solitary and 
alone, now proposes to introduce a new policy 
in regard to this fund. .He proposes to refuse 
to intrust the present President of the United 
States or any future President of the United | 
- States with the enormous sum of $25,000 as a 
secret-service fand. 

Further, the gentleman says that the vouch- 
ers which his amendment provides for are not 
to be made public. In regard to the expend- | 
itare of this secret-service fund he proposes | 
that there shall be taken into the counsel of 
the President of the United States and the Sec- 
retary of State the several accounting clerks 
in the Auditor’s and Comptroller’s offices of 
the Treasury Department. Sir, whenever those 
officers shall become the depositaries of the 
secrets of our foreign intercourse, then this 
will of course cease to be a secret-service fund 
except in name. I now yield the remainder 
of my time to the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Beck. ] ' 

_Mr. BECK. I would not desire to add one 
word to what has been said by my colleague 
on.the Committee on Appropriations, the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, | Mr. Dickey, ] bat 
for the fact that for half an hour, when the 
last amendment was under. consideration, I 
endeavored, without success, to catch the eye 
or the ear of the then chairman [ Mr. ALLison] 
for the purpose of stating that the last amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from New York 

Mr. Ke.sry] was recommended by the State 

epartment, and therefore I was opposed to 
the amendment moved by the gentleman from 
California, [Mr. Sarncent.] And now, although 
I have taken the pains to go to the desk of the 
present chairman [Mr. INGERSOLL] and have 
my name put down on the list of those he 


: the amendment he has now offered. 
‘not insult the President of the United States 


would recognize to speak upon this amend- 
ment, he has not recognized me, and I am 
compelled to seek the courtesy of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Dickey] for a 


portion of his time in order to obtain an oppor- | 


tunity to say anything. 
I merely desire to say that all the members 


of the Committee on Appropriations, whether | 
:| Democrats or Republicans, except the gentle- 


man from New York, [Mr. KELSEY, ] opposed 


I would 


by attaching such a proviso to this bill. I did 
what I could to prevent his election, but now 


that he is the President I do not mean to be 
_ sticking pins in him, or saying that he is not | 
‘i to be trusted with the expenditure of twenty 


or twentyefive thousand dollars. I would rather 
strike out the paragraph altogether. We trust 


! the various heads of Departments with the 


expenditure of large sums of money in the 
form of contingent funds, amounting some- 
times to $50,000, sometimes to $100,000; and 
I say it would be an insult to the President of 
the United States to declare that he shall render 
a detailed account of the expenditure of this 
small fund, amounting to $50,000, for both 
branches of the service. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, if the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] had known 
the caliber of my.colleague [Mr. Ketsry] he 
would not have expressed any surprise at any 


|| amendment in this direction emanating from 


that gentleman. ([Laughter.] Like the gen- 


_tleman from Kentucky, I contributed in no 
respect to the election of the present President 


of the United States; but, sir, I have a very 


profound respect for the office of President ; |} 


and when we appropriate a fund to be dis- 
tributed by that officer in his own discretion 
in reference to our foreign relations, or in any 
other respect, Iam quite willing to doso without 
calling him to account as to the manner in which 
he may disburse that money. Therefore, I can 
only say that, so far as regards this amendment 
of my colleague, I am against it. We all know 
that in our diplomatic relations abroad, in our 
foreign intercourse, it is necessary forthe Pres- 
ident and the Secretary of State to be provided 
with a fund to be expended in such manner 
and for such purposes a8 may be required by 
the condition of our foreign relations, involving 
frequently questions of the most delicate char- 
acter. The very fact that this is a secret-ser- 
vice fund should shield the officer from any 
inquisitorial investigation by any committee of 
this House or any department of the Govern- 


ment. Therefore, I heartily coneur with my 


friend from Kentucky in opposing this amend- | 


ment, and I hope it will not be adopted. 
Mr. KELSEY. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the last word. Mr. Chair- 


colleague from the city of New York [Mr. 
Woop} by anything I might do, and I did not 
know that he was so accurate a judge of the 
“ caliber” of men; but it seems he has lived 
in the city of New York, where his efforts to 
gend arms to the rebels during the war have 
sharpened his perceptions considerably. He 
now comes here and seys that I have insulted 
the President by trying to reduce the appro- 
priation for contingent expenses of our foreign 
intercourse. I-presume the gentleman’s view 
of this question will be accepted by his political 
friends and by many gentlemen on this side of 
the House. 

It is proper I should say here that I have 
introduced this amendment upon my own re- 
sponsibility, as I stated in the outset. I did it 
because I believe that under our Government 
no man should be: intrusted with the expendi- 
ture of money without rendering an account of 
its disbursement; that this whole system of 
secret service is wrong and ought to be cor- 
rected. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Becr] says that every head of a Department is 
intrusted with a contingent fund to expend in 


his discretion. That is true. But he has to 
render an account for every dollar of it. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, there is con- 
siderable confusion in the Hall. I hope my 
colleague [Mr. Kesey] will be allowed to 
proceed without interruption. 

Mr. KELSEY. Ido not ask any courtesy 
at the gentleman’s hands. He has seen fit to 


|! make a little fling at me, which I do not pro- 


pose to return. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I rise to a question of 
order. The gentleman from New York { Mr. 
Woop] raised a point of order that there was 
confusion in the Hall; and I insist that there 
is. The other gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Kersey] said he did not ask anything from his 
colleague. We did not suppose he did. We 
simply raised the point on our own account, 
that we might hear his learned suggestions. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 
not debatable. The gentlemen will please be 
seated, and the committee will preserve order. 

Mr. KELSEY. I have said all I desired to 
say in relation to this amendment. The prac- 
tice has obtained for a number of years of 
appropriating a large fund to be expended at 
the discretion of the President; and if mem- 
bers are prepared to continue such appropria- 
tions when they have learned, as they did the 
other day, what use has been made of this 
money, Í am content. The attention of the 
House has been called to the matter, and it will 
act as it deems fit. 

Mr. FITCH. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from New York a question. He said something 
about the improper use of this money. How 
was it used? 

Mr. KELSEY. Ifthe gentleman had heard 
or read my speech he would not need to ask 
that question. 

Mr. FITCH. I read the gentleman’s speech 
carefully, but I did not learn anything from it. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chairman, I do not doubt 
that sometimes a contingent fund may be im- 
properly expended ; but certainly every man 
who knows anything of the administration of 
the foreign affairs of our Government will 
agree that there must be some fund of this 
kind placed at the disposal of the President. 
Now, sir, it is very proper the expenditure 
should be accounted for; but it is accounted 
for. Every dollar of it is explained; but the 
knowledge and official information of an ex- 

enditure of this kind is lodged with the Pres- 
ident, because it concerns our agents in foreiga 
countries. It is not like the contingent fund 
which is expended here. It is expended in 
most cases in foreign counties, and to require 
there shall be a publication of the manner in 
which it is expended and of the persons by 
whom it is expended in foreign countries, per- 


|| sons under foreign Governments, would be an 
man, I did not suppose I could surprise my | 


act of injustice which this Government ought 
never to perpetrate. We have, in the first 
place, command of this fund. We can limit 
it. We may make it $30,000 or $50,000, or 
we may grant none at all. Vouchers cre to 
be given for every dollar expended of this 
fund. . The President certifies on his honor 
that the vouchers are sufficient, and.on those 
vouchers the money is paid. Gentlemen pro- 
pose that Congress shall have the control of 
these vouchers, and to say whether or not 
they shall be paid. - We have already security 
for the Government. The difference is that 
in one case we have security in the honor 
of the President over his own signature, and 
in the other case, as is proposed by gen- 
tlemen here, we will have the security of a 
clerk or other subordinate officer of the Gov- 
ernment. Can any one say that the Goveru- 
ment will be more secure when the power 18 
lodged with a mere clerical officer than when 
it is intrusted to the hands of the President of 
the United States, the highest officer of the 
Government? 
Mr. KELSEY. 
have offered. 


I withdraw the proviso I 


Pate PENE oe 


1870. 


The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
next paragraph. : 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I did not help to elect 
the gentleman who now occupies the office of 
President of the United States; but, sir, I 


have a profound respect for that high office. |! 
Gentlemen propose that the President shall ; 
file vouchers and render an account of the ex- | 


penditure of this money. I would notask any 
such thing as is proposed of this high officer. 
Mr. MAYNARD. What amendment is 


pending? 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. The person who fills this _ 


high ofice ought not to be required —— 
Mr YNARD. What is the question 
before the committee? 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I renew the amendment | 


just withdrawn. 
Mr. KELSEY. That is not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. It comes too late. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I addressed the Chair | 


before the paragraph was passed. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
state that ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I did state that. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will be com- 
pelled to take the statement of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. TIunderstood the amend- 
ment was withdrawn at my suggestion. I do 
not wish to take up the time of the committee, 
but I do insist that the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Kesey] has no appreciation of the 
high office of President of the United States 
when he undertakes to limit him in the manner 


he has. 

Mr. KELSEY. I make the point of order 
that the gentleman from Wisconsin is not in 
order, as we have passed the paragraph. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will not dirae against 
the decision of the Chair, or against the efforts 
of the gentleman from New York. Isupposed 
his proposition was withdrawn at my sugges- 
tion in orderthat I might make some remarks. 


Mr. WILKINSON. I move that the com- | 


mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. INGER- 


SOLL reported thatthe Committee of the Whole | Rome 
on: the state of the Union had, according to | i 


order, had the Union generally under consider- 
ation, and particularly a bill (H. R. No. 1604) 
making appropriations for the consular and 
diplomatic expenses ofthe Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1871, and for otber pur- 
poses, and had come to no resolution thereon. 


ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 


_ Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported ihat they had examined 
and found truly enrolled joint resolutions and 
a bill of the following titles; when the Speaker 
signed the same: 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 81) authorizing 
Lieutenant Commander Arthur A. Yates, Sur- 
geon Albert L. Gibson, Passed Assistant Sur- 
geon Charles H. White, and Assistant Surgeon 
Jerome H. Kidder, of the United States Navy, 
to accept decorations from the King of Portu- 
gal in recognition of humane services; | 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 181) to author- 
ize the payment of the full salary of Alvin P. 
Hovey, as minister in Peru, without deduction 
on account of absence from his post; and 

An act (S. No. 188) for the relief of Abbott 
Q. Ross. 

BRIGADIER GENERAL WRIGHT. 

On motion of Mr. WINCHESTER, leave 
was granted for the withdrawal from the files 
of the House of the papers in the case of 
Brigadier General Wright. 

MRS. D. N. EVANS. 

On motion of Mr. STRONG, leave was 

anted for the withdrawal from the files of the 

ouse of the papers in the case of Mrs. D. N. 
Evans. 


| ! 


1 
1 


i 
jj 


i| pointed Mr. Poranp, Mr. J 


BARK JAMES C. WOODRUFF. 

On motion of Mr. PECK, leave was granted 
for the withdrawal from the files of the House 
Woodruff. 

S. G. FERGUSON. 
On motion of Mr. LEWIS, leave was granted 


Ferguson. 
WARRANT OFFICERS UNITED STATES NAVY. 
Mr. COVODE, by unanimous consent, in- 


troduced a bill (H. R. No. 2084) to authorize 
-| the President to give assimilated rank to war- 


rant officers in the United States Navy ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 


i to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. PLATT was granted leave of absence 
until Saturday next. 


Mr. VAN TRUMP was granted leave of 
absence for ten days from and including to- 


morrow. 
| Mr. TOWNSEND was granted leave of ab- 
| sence till to-morrow evening. 


JOSEPH A. CLAY. 


Mr. MYERS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2085) for the relief 
of Joseph A. Clay, of Philadelphia; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 


LEAVE TO PRINT, 


Mr. LAWRENCE. I ask leave to have 
printed in the Globe some remarks on the bill 
which I introduced this morning—the bill (B. 
R. No. 2072) to secure to citizens of the United 
States the navigation of the St. Lawrence, and 
in relation to commercial relations with Canada 
and the British American provinces. 

There being no objection, leave was granted. 
Ne remarks will be published in the Appen- 

ix. 

Mr. COBURN was granted leave to have 
printed in the Globe some remarks on the 
amendment to the consular and diplomatic 
appropriation bill providing for a mission to 
[See Appendix. ] 


BANKRUPTCY LAW. 


The SPEAKER announced that he had ap- 
ENCKES, and Mr. 
JOHNSON as managers at the conference on the 
part of the House in regard to the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 
886) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to estab- 
lish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States,’ approved March 2, 1867. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, introdaced 
a joint resolution (H. R. No. 297) embodying 
a system of revenue and expenditure, and for 
a committee.to examine into questions of tax- 
ation; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Waysand Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 


© HINTON R. HELPER. 


Mr. MYERS. I ask unanimous consent to 
have the bill (S. No. 789) to authorize the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
settle and close the accounts of Hinton Rowan 
b Helper taken from the Speaker’s table, and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the bill is so referred 
have we the right to call it back by a motion to 
reconsider? 

The SPEAKER. Under the construction 
which has been given to the rule, bills, &c., 
referred on Monday cannot be brought back 
for reconsideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 


of the papers in the case of the bark James C. | 


for the withdrawal from the files of the House | 
: of the petition and papers in the case of S. G. 
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MARTIIA A. ESTILL, ET AL. 

On motion of Mr. SARGENT, the joint res- 
olution (S. R. No. 115) to provide for the 
payment of the claim of Martha A. Estill, ad- 
ministratrix of the estate of James M. Estill, 


|, deceased, Redick McKee, and Pablo dela Toba, 
|; was taken from the Speaker’s table, read a 


first time, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


SPANISH PRISONERS. 


Mr. MUNGEN, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 298) 
relative to the imprisonment of innocent men 
within the limits of the United States at the 
instance or by authority of the Spanish Gov- 
ernment; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

SEAMEN’S WAGES. 


Mr. MYERS, by unanimous consent, intro: 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2086) giving masters 
of vessels the same lien for wages as seamen ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 


EDUCATION IN THE SOUTH. 


Mr. ARNELL, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: . 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Education bo 


requested to transmit to the House of Representa- 


tives any information in his possession with regard 


to the progress of public-school education in those 
portions of the Union affected by the proclamation 
of emancipation and the thirteenth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 


TAX ON DOGS. 


Mr. REEVES, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 2087) to impose a 
tax on dogs; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. af 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Onmotion of Mr. BANKS, leave was granted 
for the withdrawal from the files of the House 
of the memorial of the Knights of St. Patrick 
of New York, in relation to the imprisonment 
of American citizens abroad. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
(at four o’clock and fifty-eight minutes p. m.) 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC.. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. DEGENER: Petitions from Men- 
ard county and Kendalt county, Texas, asking 
frontier protection. - 

Also, the petition of San Iago de Leon, of 
Texas, for payment of his claim against the 
United States for mules and horses taken from 
him for the use of the Army. 

By Mr. LOGAN: A petition of 3,400 citi- 
zens of Rhode Island, asking appropriate legis- 
lation to enforce the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments to the Constitution. 

By Mr. PACKARD: A petition of sundry 
citizens of Falton county, Indiana, asking for 
the passage of a law to prevent frauds on the 
bounty and pension laws. yy 

By Mr. PETERS : A petition of citizens of 
Bangor, Maine, for alight-house on Race rock, 
on the coast of Maine. a 

By Mr. REEVES: The petition of E. T. 
Moore, John M. Price, Justus Roe, and 98 
others, citizens of Patchogue, Suffolk county, 
New York, for.an appropriation to place a bell- - 
buoy or beacon on the southwest point o 
Rockaway shoals, south coast of Long Island. 

By Mr. RIDGWAY : The petition of D. M. 
Clayton and others, of Bedford county, Vir- 
ginia, for the establishment of a mail rout 
from Liberty to Otter Hill, Virginia. : ` 
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By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of James 
F. Bozeman, of Clark county, Arkansas, for 
removal of disabilities. 

Also, the petition of Michael Bozeman, of 
Clark county, Arkansas, for removal of dis- | 


abilities. j; 


By Nr. SAWYER: The petition of O. F. | 


sin volunteer infantry, asking for extra 
allowances. 

By Mr. STRONG: Petitions of citizens of | 
Hartford, Connecticut, forthe importation of | 


pay and 


lead daty free. i 


IN SENATE. 
Torspar, May 24, 1870. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
wan, D. D. 

Qn motion of Mr. HARLAN, and by unan- | 
imous consent, the reading of the Journal of | 
yesterday was dispensed with. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


l A message from the House of Representa: 


tives, by Mr. McPuerson, itsClerk, announced 
that the Speaker of the House had signed the | 
following joint resolutions ; which were there- | 
upon signed by the Vice President : | 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 31) authorizing | 


Lieutenant: Commander Arthur A. Yates, Sur- . 
geon Albert L. Gihon, Passed Assistant: Sur- | 


eon Charles H. White, and Assistant Surgeon 
erome H. Kidder, of the United States Navy, 
toacceptdecorations from the king of Portugal 
Ín recognition of hamane services; and 
A joint resolution (S. R. No. 131) to author- 
ize the payment of the full salary of Alvin P. , 
Hovey as minister ia Peru, without deduction 
on accouat of absence from his post. 


ANNEXATION OF DOMINICA. 


Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, I have had 
transmitted to me from one of the districts in 
the Dominicaan republic three papers in the 
Spanish language, very numerously. signed, 
addressed to the Senate of the United States. 
They are protests against the annexation of 
the Dominican republic, in whole or in part, to 
the United States... ; 

A week ago the Senator from New York [Mr. 
CONKULING]} presented a petition from citizens 


of the city of New York in favor of the annex- | 


ation of the Dominican republic to the United | 
Statea, and it was received by the Senate in 
open session and laid upon the table. I there- | 


papers, believing that they do not fall within | 


the character of a petition simply from citizens | 


of a foreign Government; bat under the pecu- 
liar relations now existing between the United 
States and the Dominicaan Government they 
may be fairly presented, fairly received, and 
jaid upon our table with other papers relating 
to that subject-matter, and receive the consider- 
ation of the Senate, particularly ag.we find in 
the Globe, containing the official report of the 


proceedings of Congress, that joint resolutions i! 


are being presented in one House of Congress 
favoring such schemes of annexetion. In order 
to understand: the propriety of the reception 
of these papers L wiil. state very briefly their | 
coments. . 


The first one is signed by between: four and | 


five thousand citizens of the various districts 
of San Juan, Las Matas, Cercado, Neyba, and 
Rineon; and as the application is very. brief, 
I will read it: a ae 

“God! Our Country! Liberty! Dominican Re- 
publie?’ — —_- . ; soas 

Mr. POMEROY. I suppose, Mr. President, 
‘the Senator is reading this as:a. part -of his 
remarks. - 

Mr. FERRY. Entirelyso. Itis-very brief. 

Mr. POMEROY. Ishall object to the recep- 
tion of the paper. 


E 


Waller, of the forty-eighth regiment Wiscon- | 


memorial addressed to tho Senate shall be 
i = s = bod 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Connecticut is making ita part of his remarks. 


Mr. FERRY. Yes, sir. It proceeds: 


“The undersigned authorities and inhabitants of 
the district of San Juan declare before God and men 
that itis without our knowledge. and likewise with- 
out our consent, that the President Buenaventura 
Bacz (who usurped power) has leased the bay of 


ernment of the United States”—— 


Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator will allow me 
to interpose. If this petition is in order the 
Senator isin order. If the petition is not re- 
ceivable the Senator certainly is not within the 
line of order in commenting upon it. 
the Chair to determine. 

Mr. FERRY. Iam at present: 


I 
i 


“Every petition or memorial, or other paper, shall 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will. 
i: determine the point. 
` states that— 
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Samana, and had other transactions with the Gov- `i 


It is for `: 


be referred, of course, without putting a question for , 


that purpose, unless the reference is objected to by 
a Senator at the time such petition, memorial, or 
other paper is presented; and before any petition or 
received 


and read at thetable’”’ “a brief 


* statement of thecontents of the petition or memorial 


: shall verbally be made by the introducer.” 

| a petition from citizens of a foreign nation—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. No; the Senator from Kan- 

i sas made the objection. I only stated that if 

| the objection was well taken debate was out 
of order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is correct. 
If the point of order is well taken, the matter 
is not subject to debate upon the general par- 
hamentary rule that that which is not properly 

before the body cannot be debated. 
` Mr. FERRY. I am stating simply the con- 
tents of these memorials, in accordance with 


The Senator from Maine objects that this is | 


The twenty-fourth rule | ceived. 


May 24, 


current sentiment of the Senate. It is not, 
therefore, within the power of the Chair, unless 
| he attempts to reverse thatrule, which of course 
he has no authority to do, to receive these 
papers. 

Mr. FERRY. I will, then, for thé purpose 
of having the objection formally made, ask 
unanimous consent to present these papers. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That may be done. 
The Senator from Connecticut asks unanimous 
consent 

Mr. POMEROY. I object. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kansas objects, and the papers cannot be re- 
The Chair will state to the Senator 

from Connecticut that in the debates upon this 
subject it has been generally held by the Sen- 
: ators who spoke upon it, even by Mr. Webster, 

who thought citizens of a foreign country might 
_have the right, and ought to have the right, to 
: petition our country, that it was proper to 
| transmit such papers to the Department of 
State, the Department through which this 
nation conducts its affairs with foreign coun- 
| tries, and then they can be submitted by the 
l! Department of State to the Senate. 

| Mr. FERRY. I am aware of that. 


| PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Petitions and 


memorials are in order. 
Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petitions of 


: Samuel Davis, M. D., of Wolf Glade, Carroll 


county, Virginia; of Robert S. Bonhm, of 


' Smyth county, Virginia; and of Thomas O. 


the rale which paa iar been read by the Chair. | 


: The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator, 


made three or four times, does notcome within 

the purview of the twenty-fourth rule, the 
_ words f‘ petition or memorial’’ there contained 
i being understood to relate to petitions and 
memorials from citizens of this country. 

Mr. FERRY. If, then, the Chair decides 
that it is improper for me to state the contents 
of the petitions which I present previously to 
submitting some considerations which I request 


'; the Chair to hear before deciding the question 
of order, I will not state the contents of the | 


papers, but state those considerations which 


have led me to believe that in the peculiar cir- | 
cumstances of these papers it is proper for the '! 
|, Senate to receive them 
fore Have felt it my duty to present these | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The difficulty, 


however, in the matter, is that the Senator ` 
' from Connecticut has in advance stated that ` 
:. these are petitionsand memorials which by the | 


rules of the Senate cannot be received. 


| a foreign Government I stated also that the 
| relations between that Government and the 


l; Government of the United States, between the 


: citizens of that nation and the Senate of the 
' United States, are sueh as lead me to believe 


which has been referred to. There is no law, 
i there is no rale of the Senate, there is merely 
‘mB usage precluding the reeeption of petitions 
| from citizens or subjects of a foreign Govern- 


ment. 
- The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


any petition frem a foreign subject could be 


we are bound to other nations in the family of 
mations by treaties of amity, which it might be 
said ought to allow petitions from foreign sub- 
jects complaining of wrongs done by our own 


| Senate upon repeated occasions, once upon 
; appeal from the Chuir to the Senate, and on 
| two other occasions, after debate, by the con- 


| however, stated in advance of that, that this ` 
© was a paper which, by decisions of the Senate 


Brent, of Northumberland county, Virginia, 
praying the removal of their political disabili- 
ties; which were referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabili- 
ties. 
` He also presented the petitions of Robert 
Prunty, of Shady Grove, Virginia, and of 
Thomas H. W. Upshur, M. D., of Richmond, 
Virginia, praying the removal of their political 
i disabilities ; which were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
: abilities. 
Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of 
: Vernon H. Vaughan, of ‘Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
praying the removal of his political disabili- 
ties; which was referred to the select Commit- 
tee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petition of John W. 
Wiggonton, of Alabama, praying the removal 
of his political disabilities; which was referred 
' to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities. 

Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of 
Samuel Elinger, of the city of Baltimore, ask- 
ing for payment for horses purchased from him 


| by the agents of the Government; which was 


‘| Mr. FERRY. At the same time that I: 
| stated that these papers were from citizens of | 


that these petitions do not fall withinthe usage : 


referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of 
‘ Thomas J. M. McElrath, of Carroll county. 
Kentucky, praying the removal of his political 
disabilities; which was referred to the select 
+ Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
| abilities. 

Mr. LEWIS presented the petitions of D. D. 
Fiske, of Portsmouth, Virginia; of George V. 
: Case, of Nelson county, Virginia; of James T. 

Clarke, of Augusta county, Virginia; of George 
' H. Chrisman, of Rockingham county, Virginia, 
and of F. M. Ervin and Q. A. Herring, sen., 


' of Rockingham county, Virginia, praying the 
: state to the Senator from Connecticut that on ` 


the principlethat he has now laid down almost | 


received if his argument were true; because | 


! Government or citizens to be received. That, '| 
| however, has been decided adversely in the | 


removal of their political disabilities; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
- Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petitions of Wilham H. 
Walker, of Albemarle county, Virginia, and of 
. John C. Rusmisel, of Augusta county, Virginia, 
<: praying the removal of their political disabil- 
i ities; which were referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SPENCER. I present the petition of 
| Hiram Ausbern, of Franklin county, Alabama, 
‘asking payment for two horses taken by the 
li United States authorities during the war. Mr. 


1870. 
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Ausbern atates that he was a scout employed 


in the service of the United States, and was 
arrested and imprisoned by the rebels on ac- 
count of his Unionism, and makes out a very 
just and strong case. I move the reference 
of the petition to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. YATES presented the petition of J. W. 
Parish & Co., of St. Louis, Missouri, praying 
to be allowed $16,000 for their actual losses 
sustained by reason of meltage and loss of ice 
and loss on hire of barges occasioned by an 
annulment ofa contract by the Secretary of War, 
which they represent they made with D. L. 
Magrnder, surgeon United States Army and 
medical purveyor, at Louisville, Kentucky, on 
the 7th of January, 1864, and which was ap- 

roved by the Acting Surgeon General J. K. 
rnes; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 


Mr. COLE presented the petition of Louis | 


Goldstone, of the city of San lrancisco, Cali- 


fornia, a citizen of the United States, and a - 


merchant by occupation, who represents that 
in the year 1865, while connected with the 
mercantile transactions at Victoria, Vancouver 
Jsland, he ascertained from officers in the em- 
ploy of the Russian-American Fur Company 
at Sitka that the lease held by the Hudson 
Bay Company for the privilege of trading in 
Russian-America was about to expire. 
fact, in view of the friendly relations existing 


between this Government and that of Russia, |' 


i 


That || 


Jed him to believe it possible, when the Hud- : 


zon Bay Company’s lease should expire, to ': 


secure to himself and associates any sub-lease | 


which the Russian-American Company might 
be disposed to make. 
this important work he thought it necessary to 
send to the country a considerable force, and 
to that end he purchased two schooners, the 
Lord Raglan and the Native, and having fully 

uipped them, he employed and put on board 
of those vessels a corps of men of experience 
and science, with all the needful scientific in- 
struments to make a thorough exploration of 
the regions named, with full instructions to sur- 
vey Alaska and the adjacent islands. He asks 
remuneration for certain services rendered by 
him in the exploration of the Northern Pacific 
ocean, which he alleges resulted in the acqui- 
sition of the territory of Alaska by this Gov- 
ernment. I move that his petition be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. RICE, it was 
Ordered, That the papers on the files of the Senate 


relating to the claim of Susan Coody and others be , 
withdrawn from the files and referred to the Com- |; 


mittee on Indian Affairs. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
1996) granting a pension to Horace Clough, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Hiram R. Rhea, 
praying for a pension, reported a bill (S. No. 
936) granting a pension to Hiram R. Rhea; 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition 
of Herman J. Schulties, first lieutenant of the 
first Wisconsin cavalry, praying for a pension, 
reported adversely thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of William A. Rich- 
ardson and others, surviving privateersmen of 
the war of 1812, residing at Marblehead, Massa- 
chusetts, praying to be allowed pensions, sub- 
mitted an adverse De thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. ; 

He also, from the same committea, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 851) granting a 
pension to Olive Coombs, reported it with an 
amendment. 


In order to accomplish ` 


Nr. DAVIS. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Peter P. Pitchlynn, delegate of the Choctaw 
Indian nation, asking for the issue of bonds to 

| the amount of $250,000 by the United States, 


| in pursuance of treaty stipulations, to that 
nation, have instructed me to make a report | 


‘recommending that that be done; and they | 


the Indian appropriation bill, carrying into 
effect the recommendations of their report. I 
move that the report be printed; and I give 
notice that I shall move that amendment tothe 
Indian appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Antony 
in the chair.) The report will be ordered to 
be printed, and the amendment will be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, 


DUTY ON PHOTOGRAPHS. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


No. 199) providing for the admission of photo- 


graphs for exhibition free of duty, to report || A 
p 7: P | merce, and ordered to be printed. 


it back with an amendment; and as it is a 


matter of very trifling importance and should | 


be acted upon now if it is to be acted upon at 


all, I ask for its present consideration if there |. 


be no objection. 
Mr. FERRY. What is it? 


n Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. A joint res- 
olution to allow some photographs for exhibi- | 


tion to be entered free of duty. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no; let us have the 
' regular order. Iam sorry to be compelled to 
make the objection against my colleague. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. ‘his resolution will be 


various 

| the reso 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I withdraw the objec- 

i tion, but give notice that I shall never with- 

acl another until I change my mind. [Laugh- 
ter. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution. It provides that all 

` photographic pictures imported into the Uni- 
ted States for exhibition at the exhibition of 
the National Photographic Association of the 


persons of our own country, and unless 


i. United States, to be held at Cleveland, Ohio, 


commencing June 7, 1870, and not intended 
for sale, shall be admitted free of duty. 

The Committee on Finance reported the 
joint resolution with an amendment, to add the 
following : 

Under such rules and regulations as the Secretary 
: of the Treasury shall prescribe: 
shall be given for the payment to the United States 
of such duties as aro now imposed by law upon any 
and all such pictures as shall not be reéxported prior 
to the Ist day of October, 1870. ; 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| ate as amended, and the amendment was con- 


‘curred in. The joint resolution was ordered 
| to be engrossed for a third reading, was read ; 


| the third time, and passed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. STEWART. I should like to call up 
at this time House joint resolution No. 86. 
have been trying for some timeto get itup. I 
think it will take but a few moments. 
| Mr. DAVIS. I shall object until the morn- 
ing business is through. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 


s made. 
Mr. STEWART. I wiil wait until the morn- 
ing business is concluded. 

Mr. HARLAN. I gave notice last evening 
that I should ask the Senate to permit Senate 
bill No. 529 to be taken up this morning, upon 
which I wish to submit a few remarks. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Merely for that potron ? 

Mr. HARLAN. I should be glad to have 
the bill considered also. I do not desire to 


i 


Provided, That bonds | 


The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 


have also instructed me to submit an amend- ` duction of bills aud joint resolutions is now in 


ment, to be offered as an additional section to `: 


I am in- ži 
structed by the Committee on Finance, to; 
whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. || 72°), to à , h 
i sippi river at its mouth; which was read twice 


ution is passed now it will be of no use. |i 


come in conflict in a matter of courtesy with 
the honorable Senator from Nevada. If he 
insists, of course I shall not persist in my 


motion. 
Mr. STEWART. I will not insist against the 
Senator from Iowa. 
Mr. ROSS. I desire to introduce a bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The intro- 


order. 
- BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
937) to incorporate the Atchison, Topeka, and 
Santa Fé Railway Company, and to aid in the 
construction of said railway along the line of 
the thirty-fifth parallel to the Pacific coast; 


|| which was read twice by its title, referred to 
' the Committee on the 


acific Railroad, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
938) to improve the navigation of the Missis- 


by its title, referred to the Committee on Com- 


Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 
(S. R. No. 201) for the relief of Richard Field; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

J. ALLEN PORTER. 


Mr. PRATT. I ask unanimous consent of 
the Senate to take up Senate bili No. 347, for 
the relief of J. Allen Porter. It is asmal! bill 


_ which will occupy only a minute or two. The 


| bill will explain itself. 
worth nothing unless it is passed now. There |: 
is to be an exhibition in the first week of June || 
| in Cleveland of photographs from Europe and |; 


Mr. HAKLAN. [ regret to object to taking 
up that bill; but as I had made a previous 
request, I feel constrained to inform the Sen- 
ator of that fact. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
being made, the motion cannot be entertained 
at this time. 

Mr. PRATT. This is the first time, I be- 
lieve, that I ever made a request of the kind 
in the Senate, and Mr. Porter is now here and 
desires an early disposition of the case. 

Mr. HARLAN. I withdraw my objection. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. It directa the payment to J. 
Allen Porter, sole heir of the late William L. 
Porter, lieutenant fifth United States cavalry, 
of the pay of an assistant adjutant general of 
volunteers, from November 10, 1864, the date 
of his muster-out as first lieutenant fifty-sixth 
Ohio volunteers, to April 9, 1865, the date he 
received the order directing the same, be hav- 
ing been on duty at headquarters department 
of the Cumberland up to the latter date. 

“The Committee on Claims reported the bill 
with amendments. The amendments were in 
line eight to strike out ‘‘April 9” and insert 
“ May 1;’! in line nine to strike out the words 
‘the received the order directing the same”’ 


‘and to insert the words ‘‘of his appointment 


| 


as captain and assistant adjutant general of 
volunteers;’’ and in line ten to strike out the 
words ‘‘ up to the latter date ’’ and to insert 
‘¢during such interval in that capacity; ’’ so 


j || that the bill will read : 


That there be paid to J. Allen Porter, sole heir of 
the late William L. Porter, lieutenant fifth United 
States cavalry, the pay of an assistant adjutant gen- 
eral of volunteers, from November 10, 1864, the date 
of his muster-out as first lieutenant fifty-sixth Obio 
volunteers, te May 1, 1865, the date of hig appoint- 
ment as captain and assistant adjutant general of 
volunteers; he having been on duty at headquarters 
department of the Cumberland during such interval 
in that capacity. ; 


The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamend- 
ed; and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


.*; COMMERCE WITH SOUTH AMEBRIOA. . 
-Mr. DRAKE submitted the following reso- 
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lution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 
e Resolved, That the President, if in his opinion not 
inconsistent with the public interests, cause to be 
communicated to the Senate a copy of the dispatch 
of Henry T. Blow, United States minister to Brazil, 
dated December 18, 1869, in relation to the commer- 
cial interests of the United States with South 
America. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. COLE. I now ask the Senate to take 
up House joint resolution No. 86. 

Mr. POMEROY. Oh, no. ae 

Mr. COLE. If there is any priority of 
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shall call up the bill organizing the Territory 


| priation bill shall be through by that time, I 


ot Oklohama, known as the Indian territory. 
| That measure is quite pressing in its character, 
from the fact that a great many persous are 


t. A 
i interested who are now suspended in work. [ 
| shall ask the indulgence of the Senate to call ` 


request, priority belongs to this measure, it: 


ator from Nevada, and I think it can be dis- 
osed of in a few minutes. 
Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from Iowa 
last night gave notice that he desired to sub- 
mit some remarks this morning. 


Mr. COLE. I remember that the Senator 
from Nevada gave notice at the same time, | 


and gave notice prior to that on many occa- 


sions. | 
` Mr, POMEROY. The Senator from Nevada | 


said he would not press that resolution against 
the Senator from Iowa. i 

Mr. COLE. I did not understand that. 
` The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
is made to the motion of the Senator from 
California. 


Mr. COLE, I only ask the Senator from | placed by this motion, and therefore I want it 


Towa to give way to take this up for a few 
minutes. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection . 


is made. 
SIERRA IRON COMPANY. 


Mr. CASSERLY. 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill (S. No. 
439) to grant lands to the Sierra Iron Company 
was passed here in the very first moments of 


the session of Friday evening last, and I ask. 


for au order recalling the bill from the House 
of Representatives, whither I understand it has 
gone. My colleague, in calling up the bill and 
asking for its passage at that time, stated that 
he would not object to a reconsideration if it 
should be asked by any Senator. I find it so 
stated in the Globe. At all events a motion to 


reconsider is in time, and I make it because | | 


think the bill is not sufficiently guarded. 
Mr. COLE. .I think it is too late. The bill 


was considered by a committee of which my | 


having been requested many times by the Sen- si Mr. HARLAN. 


| ap that biil on Thursday morning, that [ may 


express my views upon it for a short period, | 
I shall | 
not consume beyond the morning hour on j 


the bill having been reported by me. 


Thursday. 
OSAGE INDIAN LANDS. 


I move that the Senate 
roceed to the consideration of Senate bill 
o. 529. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
objection to that motion? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I have no objec- 
tion to this being taken up informally and 
occupying the time until one o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfin- 


Is there 


| ished business will come up at one o'clock as 


a matter of course. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. But the unfin- 
ished business is in order at the conclusion of 
the business of the morning hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in order 
now, but will come up at one o’clock as a mat- 


ter of course. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It will be dis- 


passed over informally. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If this bill 
is taken up it will goon until one o’clock, and 
then the unfinished business of yesterday, being 


: _ ` the appropriation bill, comes up without any 
I wish to enter a motion |: i 


motion ; or sooner if this is disposed of. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Very well. I 
raise no objection. 


Mr. HARLAN. I did not hear the honorable 


i! Senator’s remark. 


colleague is a member, and carefully consid- ° 


ered, and I think it is well guarded. I do not 


see the objection that exists to it now; I did.. 
not hear any mentioned. If there is any modi- 


fication necessary, it can be accomplished in | 


the other House. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I do not wish to debate | 


the matter. I suppose my motion is in order. 
If itis not, I shall probably be so notified by 
some gentleman on the other side very sum- 
marily. But I understand that a motion to 
reconsider is in order at any time within two 
legislative days after a vote has been taken. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


is in time. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I makeit now. The Sen- | 


ator himself agreed, when hecalled up the bill, 


when there was probably no quorum here to | 


pass it, that he would not object to a recon- 
sideration if it should be asked for. 

Mr. COLE. 
course I do not object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. | The motion 
is in time. The Senator from California [ Mr. 
CASSERLY] moves that a message be sent to the 
House of Representatives requesting them to 
return the bill indicated by him. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
to reconsider will be entered when the bill 


sentatives. : 
TERRITORY OF OKLOHAMA. 


Mr. NYE. I wish to notify the Senate that 
on Thursday morning; if the pending appro- 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Myremark was 
that my understanding was that the appropria- 
tion bill was in order at the close of the morn- 
ing business, and would be displaced by the 
motion which the Senator made; and I wished 
to have it understood that his bill would come 
up informally. I am informed, however, that 
the appropriation bill comes up at one o'clock 
asa matter of course, and hence I have no 
objection. 

Mr. HARLAN. TI desire to state that I in- 
tended to submit some remarks that may be to 


I understood from him that I should 
but I shall yield the floor, of course, at any 
requires me to do so. 


tor has not the idea that it will not 


interpose. 

‘here being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 529) to provide for 
the sale of the Great and Little Osage Indian 
reservation in the State of Kansas, and tor the 


Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, I desire the 
attention of the Senate for a short time to the 


bill. I agree fully with the honorable Senator 


the Great and Little Osage nation of Indians. 
When the territory of Louisiana was acquired 
these people occupied and claimed to. own a 
very large district of country bounded on the 
east by the Mississippi river, on the north by 


some extent in reply to observations submitted | 
by the honorable Senator himself a few days | 
| go. 
| have an opportunity to reply to those remarks ; 


settlement of said Indians in the Indian terri- | 


x ne F `H} tory. 
If the motion is in time of y 


subject embraced within the provisions of this | 


from Maine [Mr. MORRILL] that it is one of a | 
class of very important measures involving in | 
its disposition, to some extent, the honor of | 
the nation, and that it may be fully understood | 
I wish to state a very few facts connected with | 


shall be returned from the House of Repre- | the treaty relations of the United States with 


i 


the Missouri and Kansas rivers, and on the 
south by the Arkansas and upper Led rivers. 
In 1808 they made a treaty with the United 
States, ceding to the Government nearly all 
of the territory of Missouri and Arkansas lying 


‘ south of the Missouri river and north of toe 


Arkansas river, for a perpetual annuity of 
$2,700 a year, the United States agreeing also 
to build and garrison a fort in their vicinity 
for their protection, and to establish a trading 
post with a view of enabling these Indiaus to 
exchange, without inconvenience, their pel- 
tries and furs for goods.» 

In 1825—to pass over the negotiation and 
ratification of several treaties of minor import- 
ance—these Indians ceded to the United States 
allthe residue of their lands south of the Kansas 
river, and also south of the Arkansas and north 
of the Red river, with the exception of that por- 
tion occupied by the Kaws and a home reser- 
vation for themselves, being fifty miles in extent 
from north to south and about two huudred 
and eighty miles in length from east to west, 
beginning at the eastern boundary about twenty- 
five miles west of the west line of the State of 
Missouri, and extending westward to what was 
known as the Rock Saline, also reserving filty- 
four sections of land for the purpose of creat- 
ing a school fund for the future use of the tribe, 
aud a multitude of small reservations for half- 
breeds and other favorites. 

For this immense cession the United States 


! agreed to give them an annuity for twenty years 


of $7,000 per annum, to pay their indebtedness 


; to the amount of about twenty thousand dollars, 


and also to furnish them a few hundred head 
of cattle and hogs and some agricultural imple- 
ments. In 1839 this treaty was modified, and 
in lieu of the perpetual annuity of $2,700 and 
of the ape. installments of the annuity of 
$7,000 a year, under the treaty of 1825, the 
United States agreed to pay them an annuity 
for twenty years of $20,000 a year and to fur- 
nish additional stock and agricultural imple- 
ments. This annuity expired in 1859. 

From 1859 to 1865 these Indians received 
no annuities from the United States, except- 
ing the interest on their school money, being 
less than four thousand dollars a year; but 
they did receive some assistance from appro- 
priations made for the support of refugee In- 
dians during therecent war. At the close of the 
war they were entirely destitute of support from 
the Government of the United States, and were 
cut off from their usual means of supply from 
the chase on account of the hostile character 
of the Indians then occupying the plains, and 
of course were extremely poor and destitute. 


"| In 1865 a treaty was made by which these In- 
' dians ceded to the United States another tract 


time when he thinks the business of the country © 


of land, twenty-seven miles in extent from east 


i to west and fifty in length from north to south, 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I trust the Sena- | 
ive me | 
great pleasure to hear his remarks, and I shall : 
regret any necessity which shall compel me to | 


from the east end of their home reserve, for 
the sum of $300,000, the United States agree- 
ing to place this amount to their credit on the 
books of the Treasury, and to pay them inter- 
est thereon at the rate of five per cent. per 
annum semi-annually. In the same treaty it 
was provided that the Indians should cede to 
the United States an additional tract of land, 
from the north side of their reserve, twenty 
miles in breadth and about two. hundred and 
fifty-three miles in length, to be surveyed and 
sold by the United States, and the net pro- 
ceeds to be placed to their credit, as in the 
case of the money to be paid as the price of 
the ceded lands. In the same treaty it was 
also provided that the residue of their reserve, 
being thus reduced to a strip thirty miles wide 
and about two hundred and fifty-three in length, 
whenever the Indians might agree to move 
from the State of Kansas, should be surveyed 
and disposed of as in the case of the trust 
lands. : 
‘The Indians, however, never agreed that this 
provision of the treaty should be enforced, and 
became dissatisfied with the provision of this 
treaty in relation to the disposition of their 
trust lands. Receiving neither principal or 


1870. 


interest from the proceeds of the sales of these 
lands, after waiting from September 29, 1865, 
until the spring of 1868, they insisted on an ab- | 
solute sale of all their possessions in the State |! 
of Kansas, the trust lands and their diminished `! 
reserve, for a gross sum, with a view of mov- . 
ing out of the State into what is known as the 
Indian territory.. 

A treaty was accordingly negotiated and | 
signed by the contracting parties on the 27th 
of May, 1868, communicated to the Senate by © 
the President, and referred to the Committee `| 
on Indian Affairs June 18 following, and re- : 
maiued in the custody of that committee from | 
that date to April 21, 1869, during the greater | 
part of which period the honorable Senator 1 
from Maine was a member of that committee. | 
At the latter date this treaty was reported back |: 
to the Senate, with amendments changing very 
materially its character. The treaty as agreed 
to by the Indians and communicated to the | 
Senate provided that the whole of their lands, 
diminished reserve and trust lands, might be | 
sold to a railroad company for the sum of : 
$1,600,000, $100,000 to be paid down, this 
sum to be used in purchasing for them a new | 
home in the Indian country and to defray the 
expense of their removal and support for the 
firat year, and the residue to be invested and | 
held by the United States for their benefit. 

Sometime during the month of February 
last this treaty was withdrawn from the con- 
sideration of the Senate by the President of 
the United States, and is not. now before this 
body. A few days afterward the bill nowunder 
consideration was introduced and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and reported 
back to the Senate on the 16th day of that month. 
This bill was intended by the Committee on 
Indian Affairs to embrace all the beneficial 
provisions of the treaty that had been with- 
drawn from the consideration of the Senate 
by the President of the United States, and to 
exclude the objectionable features of thattreaty. 
It provided, however, as reported by the com- 
mittee, that the Government should pay the 
Indians $2,000,000 for these lands, instead 
of $1,600,000 as provided in the treaty; that 
the Government itself should become the pur- 
chaser; that the United States should also pro- 
cure for these Indians a home in the Indian 
territory, to be paid for out of the proceeds 
of the sales of these lands, and that the lands 
should be put into market and sold for 
cash only to actual settlers, until the Treasury 
should be reimbursed the total amount of prin- 
cipal and interest and cost of removal of the 
Indians to their new homes, after which the 
lands should be thrown into market and dis- 
posed of as other public lands. 

I am reminded by my honorable friend from 
Oregon [Mr. Consett] that the bill provides 
that these Indians should not be required to 
pay more for the lands to be assigned them in 
the Indian territory than said lands cost the 
United States. I will come to that again, per- 
haps, as I proceed in my remarks. 

i am thus particular in stating the terms of 
‘the bill and the general objects of the commit- 
tee in order to correcta misapprehension which 
has been caused by the earnest observations 
submitted by my honorable friend from Maine. 
Without intending it he has misled, I will not 
say the Senate, but he has misled the country, 
and created the impression that this bill is bad 
in its inception and purpose. It provides 

. simply that the United States shall become the 
purchaser of these lands from the Indians and 
shall pay the Indians for them in money, and 
in a credit on the books of the Treasury, to bear 
interest as ten-forty bonds, the price agreed to 
by the Indians; that the land shall be sold to 
actual settlers at $1 25 per acre, until the 
Treasury shall be reimbursed the total cost; 
that afterward these lands shall be thrown 
into market and be disposed of as.other public 
lands, and that a home shall. be furnished for 
the Indians in the Indian country at a cost not 


exceeding the cost to the United States. 


Now, Mr. President, I am not an my feet to- 
day for the purpose of insisting that this bill is 
perfect, that its various provisions are not sus- 
ceptible of amendment and improvement. But 
I am sure that a majority of the Senate will 


- approve the purpose of the committee in bring- 
| ing in this bill to exclude all outside parties, 


private individuals; that this shall be a trans- 
action purely between the United States and 
the Indiau tribes, that they shall sell their land 
directly to the Government, that the Govern- 


‘ment shall pay for the land and become the 


absolute owner of the soiland dispose of enough 
of this land, for cash only, to reimburse the 
Treasury, and the residue to the people of the 


| country as other portions of the public domain 


are disposed of. It seemed to the committee 


| that mode of procedure would exclude all 
| possibility of frauds or jobs of every description. 


The committee were induced to recommend 
this legislation because the interposition of 
the Government had become necessary on 


| account of the condition of affairs on this res- 


ervation, which it was thought could not be 


permitted to continue without great hazard to | 


the public peace. And it was not believed to 
be the purpose of the President to attempt to 
dispose of the subject by treaty. The committee 
thought themselves justified in concluding that 
the Interior Department and the President, 
and the other branch of Congress, were averse 
to the regulation of our relations with Indian 
tribes in the future by treaty stipulations. It 
seemed to be necessary, therefore, to attempt 
to correct existing evils by statutory provis- 
ions. That immediate action had become 
urgently necessary was manifest to the com- 
mittee and to every one who had given the 
least attention to the subject. Believing that 
these lands were about to be thrown open to 
settlement many thousands of emigrants had 
moved on to them with their families. 

This treaty, to which I have referred, was 
concluded, as I before observed, on the 27th 
day of May, 1868. Previous to action on the 
part of the Government and the Indians the 
white inhabitants were excluded from these 
lands; afterward neither the Government nor 
the Indians objected to their settlement by 
emigrants. The Indians did not object, because 
they believed that they had sold their lands; 
the Interior Department expected the treaty to 
be ratified in some form, either with or without 
amendment. No one objecting, the emigrants 
moved on to these lands as a matter of course, 
believing that. the Government would adopt 
some practicable means for the removal of the 
Indians. 

My honorable friend from Maine inquired 
why the Government had not excluded these 
people. They were excluded preceding the date 


by force. They were not permitted to settle 
with a view of permanently occupying any of 
these lands south of the line dividing the di- 
minished reserve from the trust lands. But after 
this treaty had been negotiated, signed, and 
delivered, the Indians no longer made objection 
to the occupation of the country. They con- 
sidered that they had sold their lands to their 
great Father, and that his white children from 
that time forward had a right to settle on them. 
The white people, relying on the wisdom of 


-the Government, believing it to be its purpose 


to remove the Indians and to open these lands 
for settlement, rushed on to them with a view 
of obtaining permanent homes. They did this 
without authority of law, it is true, but not sup- 
posing themselves to be criminals. ; 

The honorable Senator from Maine, however, 
thinks that they are bad people ; that they are 
trespassers; that they are robbers; that they 
are marauders ; that they deserve no sympathy 
from the Senate of the United States or from 
the Government. These are very harsh terms 


to be applied to citizens of the United States. 


Who are they? The honorable Senator from 
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a day or two since that they were emigrants 
from all the States of the Union east of the 
Rocky mountains. They are therefore a part 
of the fruits of the civilization of the oider 
States. I apprehend they are no better and no 


| worse than the average of the people who have 
p f i settled the other new States, who buve sub- 
railroad companies or other corporations, or |; 


dued the wilderness elsewhere, who have con- 
_ verted the forest into fruitful fields and made 
| the desert to bloom. They are neither better 
nor worse than the people who have organized 
' and now govern twenty-four States of this 
Union, that have on this floora majority of the 
representatives of the States, and in the other 
branch of Congress a majority of the Represent- 
| atives of the people. If they are inferior to 
the people they have left behind them in the 


‘| other States in morality it is not altogether 


| their fault. ‘hey were educated, if educated 


| at all, in the schools and academies and col- 


| leges of the older States. They acquired their 
ideas of morality and honor and right from 
the neighbors whom they left behind them. 
They may be said to be, therefore, the off- 
spring of the Christian civilization of the older 
States of the Union. In point of vigor, activity, 
strength of will, power of endurance, in my 
Opinion they are a little above the average of 
| the people of the old States, for drones and 
fossils, as a rule, do not emigrate. You have 
been indebted, therefore, to these character- 
istics of the people of the frontier for much of 
the achievements of the nation and for some- 
thing of the honor and glory that have been 
wrung from battle-fields at home and abroad, 
and for the triumphs that have been achieved 
in other honorable fields. 

These men robbers, marauders, thieves, who 
deserve no consideration at the hands of the 
Senate of the United States! Sir, these words 
sound strangely, lighting on the ears of men 
born and reared on the frontier, who are im- 
pressed with the conviction, at least, that the 
inhabitants of the new States are as honorable 
and as trustworthy and as honest, on the aver- 
age, as those whom they have left in the older 
States of the Union. They will be surprised 
to learn of the badness of their reputation in 
the State of Maine. For after reading the 
honorable Senator’s speech it will be impos- 
sible for them to feel moral guilt, to feel 
conscious of having violated the rights of the 
Indians or of the Government. They were 
trespassers merely in a technical sense of that 
word. They violated none of the rights of the 
Indians, even in a technical sense, within their 
diminished reserve, until the Indians had agreed 
to sell their lands; until the Indians had, as 
they believed, consummated a contract for their 
removal from the State; until the Indians no 
longer objected to the occupation of the country 


by the white inhabitants. 
ofthistreaty. They were put offin some instances i 


But, sir, admit that they did do wrong, 
that they did wrong willfully, that they are as 
bad in fact as the honorable Senator from 
Maine supposed them to be; it is not prob- 
able that you can exclude them from the ter- 
ritory. There are too many of them. They 
have organized county governments, as you, 
sir, [Mr. Pomeroy in the chair,] well know. 
| They have organized township and district 
| governments within the limits of their county 
| organizations. The State of Kansas has ex- 
tended over them its jurisdiction and its 
laws. They are, in fact, represented in the 
Legislative Assembly of the State, and aid in 
making the laws for the government of that 
Commonwealth. They have been improving 
their lands, fencing in their fields, putting out 
their orchards, erecting their houses and barns, 
erecting their churches and school-houses, 
! bridges and roads. It is believed that at the 
i close of emigration last autumn there were not 
' fewer than twenty thousand ofthem. Even the 
| honorable Senator from Maine, if I understood 
correctly the proposition with which he closed 
| his speech, is of opinion that their removal had 
| become impracticable, for he said that in such 


Kansas [Mr. Pomeroy] informed the Senate || a contest between four thousand Indians and 
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about twenty thousand white people he sup- 
posed, judging from the history of the past, 
that the Indians would have to go to the wall; 
that the Indian must go under in such a con- 
flict. If that be the result of his matured de- 


liberations, then pray, why not pass a law car- |) 


rying into effect the substance of this contract 
which these Indians themselves have made? 
If they are now under the feet of these bad 
people, if they are about to be crushed, that 
furnishes, in my judgment, a reason for im- 
mediate legislative action on the part of the 
national Government, rather than for delay. 
But the honorable Senator thought that the 
provisions of the bill were not so wise as they 
should have been. That may be. 
is quite probable that the bill could be greatly 
improved by amendments, and I am the last 
member of this body who would object to any 
appropriate amendment. The Senator thought 


that the language used—‘‘that the United . 


States shall assume the absolute control and 
ownership of ali the lands known as the Great 
and Little Osage reservation ’’—was inappro- 
priate. He inquired, “1s not this lofty lan- 
guage to be used on the part of the people of 
the United States, forty million strong, against 
a weak tribe of Indians, numbering but about 
four thousand ?’? Why, sir, the fitness of the 
language is not, in my opinion, a proper sub- 
ject for serious discussion other than with a 
view to amendment. If the thing proposed is 
right I should hope to avail myself of the 
larger ability of the honorable Senator from 
Maine in securing the proper phraseology to 
carry into effect the legislative intent of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- 
roy in the chair.) The hour of one o'clock 
having arrived, it becomes the duty of the 
Chair to announce that the appropriation bill 
is before the Senate. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. I move that by the unan- 


mous consent of the Senate the Senator from | 


Towa be allowed to continue his remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No: objec- 
tion being interposed, and by unanimous con- 
sent, the appropriation bill will be laid aside 


informally to enable the Senator from lowa to ' 


conclude his remarks. | 
Mr. HARLAN. Bat, Mr. President, is it 


true in point of fact that this language is so | 


very objectionable? What other phraseology 


would be more apt? These Indians are not | 
By the |, 


the absolute owners of these lands. 
terms of the treaty of 1825 this tract of country 
-was reserved for the use of the Indians just 
*f so long as they may choose to oecupy the 
game.” They had, therefore, no other title 


than this, Under the provisions of that treaty ` 


they have the right to the ase and the enjoy- 
ment of these lands. . The fee is in the United 
States. The fee, it is supposed, was purchased 
of France, and paid for when the territory was 
acquired from that Government. As construed 
by the highest courts of the country, the fee to 
the public domain occupied by Indians is in 
the United States. The Indian tribes found in 
occupancy are held to own only the right: to 
the use and enjoyment of the land; nothing 
more. When they abandon these lands vol- 
untarily, the United States obtains perfect 
title without the formality of the negotiation 
of a treaty. The mere abandonment of the 
lands by the savage tribes gives the United 
States a perfect title in fee, not only the rever- 
sionary right, but also the right to the imme- 
diate use ahd enjoyment. These Indians ac- 
quired no title of any kind from the United 
States. The United States did not, in that or 
any other treaty, grant to the Indians title to 


these lands. The Indians reserved the lands, | 
and held them under whatever right of title || 


they derived from their ancestors. ‘They there- 
fore hold by the ordinary Indian title; nothing 
more. E, 

If, then, the title to these lands. is divided, 
the right to the use and-enjoyment being in the 
Indians, and the right to the reversion, to the 


I think it ` 


fee, being in the United States, is there any 
inaptness in the phraseology proposed by the 
committee, ‘‘ that the United States shall as- 
| sume the absolute control and ownership,’’ 
| aker buying out the Indian title, after paying 
full compensation for these lands according to 
agreement, 
proposed law is to merge both titles, the Indian 
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The object of this clause of the : 


. title to the possession and the right to the fee, | 


in the Government of the United States, so as 
to enable the United States to make a complete 
title to its grantee. 


But, sir, I shall not insist, as I before re- . 


+ marked, on the aptness of the phraseology 
used. Others more skilled in framing laws 
doubtless could find better terms. 
‘be no doubt that if the Indians under that 

contract, whether the contract be a legal con- 
‘tract or not, whether it could be enforced in 
` the courts of the country or otherwise, aban- 


There can ` 


don the lands under the belief that they have , 


i sold them, the moment that they voluntarily . 


leave the lands the title of the United States 
becomes perfect. 
| body will hardly call in question the soundness 
` of this opinion. 
|| But the honorable Senator from Maine 
| thought that the price proposed by the com- 
| mittee in the pending bill to be paid to the 
Indians for this land was not large enough. l 
‘am not sure that the honorable Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] would agree with him in 
that opinion. As one of the members of the 
_ Committee on Indian Affairs I had a convic- 
tion that it might be necessary for this bill to 
steer between the rocks and the whirlpools; 
. that what the honorable Senator from Maine 
might be inclined to hold was but a fair price 


The great lawyers of this | 


for these lands might be deemed by the hon- | 


orable Senator from Ohio, who occupies the 
position by senatorial appointment of the 
` guardian of the portals of the Treasury, a 
very extravagant price. The committee there- 
fore deemed it necessary to be practicable. as 
well as just. They understood that their rec- 


i of the Senate and of the House of Represent- 
| atives as well as of the country. 


ator speaks the country listens) that the lands 
pre worth vastly more than the amount named 
i in the bid. His words are winged. . They go 
off on the pinions of the lightning. Not only 
the phraseology and logic of his speeches, but 
| their tone and temper also, are reported in the 
| metropolitan and country journals. And as 
i thus reported -thìs speech might be fitly repre- 
i sented as a broad exclamation of surprise, not 
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capacity. I therefore feel justified in review- 
ing his statements and challenging the correct» 
; ness of the data on which the superstructure 
‘of his opinions rests. 
|| He informed the Senate that he had exam- 
! ined this subject ; that he had had parties be- 
| fore him, and according to the best lights which 
| he could bring to bear he believed that these 


| acre. 
| they were worth in the aggregate $40,000,000. 


|| this judgment was announced by the honorable 
i’ Senator, the vote that he had given but a day 


|| Northern Pacific railroad bill, one object. of 
| which was to secure to that company not less 
than fifty million acres of land to aid them 
in the construction of a railroad which their 
‘ engineer stated would not cost, complete in 
| all its parts, with switches, turn-outs, turn- 


rolling stock, everything complete, over eighty- 
five million dollars. If these Osage lands are 
| worth at the very least $4 25 an acre, then the 


The honorable Senator from Maine informed | 
' the Senate and the country (for when that Sen: | 


to say of indignation, at the Committee on | 
Whether intended as a reflec- : 
tion on the judgment or motives of the com- , 
: mittee or not, this speech was understood to 
be an implied reflection on their justice or ' 


| Teould not exclude from my memory, when | 


|’ or two previously in favor of the passage of the | 


.ommendation would have to pass. the ordeal | 


.| side of the line of that railroad. 
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fifty million acres of land lying on each side of 
that proposed railroad would be worth $zv5,- 
000,000, which that honorable Senator voted 
to a railroad company to aid in the construc- 
tion of a work which they estimate will not 
cost to exceed eighty-five million dollars, the 
road to belong to the company after comple- 
tion. This conclusion is inevitable, unless 
the honorable Senator supposes that these 
Osage lands are worth more on an average than 
the average value of the lands lying on each 
And yet I 
cannot come to that conclusion without under- 
rating the honorable Senator’s intelligence. It 
would not require an extraordinary degree of 
knowledge of the topography of our country to 
justify any one in the conclusion that the aver- 
age of the lands on the proposed Northern 
Pacific railroad line are worth more per acre 
than the average of the Osage lands. I was at 
a loss, therefore, how to reconcile this fact with 
that; this opinion expressed in a speech with 
that opinion expressed by a vote. Ido not 
now know how to reconcile them. 

But, Mr. President, we are not left to mere 
conjecture, or to the loose opinions of those who 
may live in the vicinity of these tracts of lands 
respectively. There are other modes of testing 
the value of public lands. The value of prop- 
erty may be tested in other modes. ‘he com- 
mercial value of all property, I suppose, is just 
so much and no more than it will bring in 
market. Let us test the value of the Osage 
lands, measured by this standard. I hold in 
my hand a letter from the honorable Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, dated May 
7, which I will read: 

l DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
. GENERAL LAND OFTICE, May 7, 1870. 

Sır: In response,to your inquiry of this morning 
| I have the honor to state that of the Osage trust 
lands, ceded under the second article of treaty Sep- 
tember 29, 1865, there have been sold up to the 3lst 
March, 1870, 41,383.18 acres, for which there was re- 


ceivod $51,728 70.. The expenses attending the sales 
of these lands are as follows: 5 


i Cost Of SUTVey ..sssossesereneee crores seensees seseeaneees $1,300 00 
Commissions and incidental expenses........ 1,273 05 
~ Making a total of..........ccsssscceesesessecensees $2,573 05 


| lands were worth at the very least $4 25 an | 
Elsewhere in his speech he said that ; 


: tables, round-honses, machine-shops, depots, | 


and leaving as the net procceds thus far realized 
$49,155 65, the sales commencing January, 1868 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

JOS. S. WILSON, 

. ` Commissioner, 

P. S. The cost of the survey of Osage trust lands, 
article second, was $88,516 76. J. S. W. 

Hon. James HARLAN, United Stotes Senate. 

By the provisions of the second article of the 
treaty of 1865, as I have previously remarked, 
the Osage Indians ceded to the Government 
of the United States, in trust, to be sold for 
i their use at-$1 25 an acre to actual settlers, a 
strip of land from the north side of this reserve, 
twenty miles wide, extending its whole length, 
about two hundred and fifty-three miles, It 
appears from this letter that these lands had 
-been in market two years and three months, 
up to the elose of the last report, at $1 25 an 
acre—twenty miles in breadth of the previous 
strip of fifty miles, two fifths of the whole, 
amonnting to three million two hundred thou- 
sand acres. Two full fifths of this tract of 
land has been in market two years and three 
months at $1 25 an acre, and of that quantity, 
three million two hundred thousand acres, 
there have been sold 41,383y4% acres. 

Does the honorable Senator from Maine sup- 
pose that these frontier people are fools as well 
as knaves? If these lands are worth at the 
very lowest $4 50 an acre, why is it that not. 
more than forty-two thousand acres have been 
sold. at $1 25 an acre in a period of twenty- 
seven months? And-yet, Mr. President, this 
is the kind of knowledge with which the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs are confronted by the 
| honorable Senator from Maine. Doubtless he 
believed his utterances to be true; he doubt- 
less was candid in every expression of opinion. 
He not having examined the subject had ar- 
rived at an erroneous opinion. The commit- 
tee whose duty it was under the instruction of 
the Senate to examine the gubject have done 


1870. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


8745 


so, and arrived at a different, and in my opin- 
ion a more reliable conclusion. 

In the light ofthese facts, let meinquire once 
more how much the United States ought to pay 
these Indians for their interest in these lands? 
They bave not a title in fee. They have aright 
only to the use and enjoyment so long as they 
choose to occupy the land. If by extinction 
or by voluntary removal the lands are vacated, 
the United States becomes the absolute owner : 
under the uniform decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 
ought to be paid them per acre for. their in- 
terest in these lands? Willany one insist that 


they ought to receive the agricultural value of ` 


thelands? I might inquire of the honorable 
Senator from Maine how much the State of 
Maine paid the original inhabitants, the Indians | 
who once inhabited that State, for those lands? 
The Indians there might once håve adopted 
the song attributed to Alexander Selkirk, and, ` 
standing on the summitof a mountain, looking 
over to the waters of the St. Lawrence on the 
north, and tothe Atlantic on the south, and 
to the east and the west, one of their chiefs 
might have said: 
“Tam monarch of all I survey, > 
My right there is none to dispute.” i 
Where is he to-day? Did the people of 
Maine pay these Indians twenty cents an acre . 
for that land? The honorable Senator scoffs | 
at the justice of the committee’s proposition | 
to pay these Osages twenty cents an acre for 
the mere usufruct, fora mere easement in these 
lands. How much did Maine pay her Indians 
for their land? Ah! how much did the other | 
New England States pay for the right to occupy | 
. that beautiful land of schools, philanthropists, - 
scholars, and statesmen? How much did New | 


York pay for that vast tract of land embraced | 


within her limits, which gives her a just right | 
to be styled an empire among States; twenty | 
cents an acre? Not the twentieth of twenty 
cents an acre. Ah! how much did the great : 
State of Pennsylvania pay the Indians for the 

soil that her intelligent and gifted, as well as | 
hardy and enterprising people nowown? Under 

the guidance of Penn, that prince of Indian ' 
philanthropists, the Indians received a few ` 
blankets, tomahawks, pipes, and tobacco, not 
the twentieth part of one cent an acre, for their | 
ancient homes. How much was paid to the | 
Indians for the soil embraced in the limits of | 


Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois—any and | i 
‘hands of the children and the squaws. 


all of these new States? But a few cents an 
acre on the average. x 

But it may be said that one act of wrong 
will not justify another; tbat if the nation has 
committed flagrant wrong on the Indian tribes 
from the beginning it is time now to right it. 
Would it not be better to inquire first whether 
a wrong of the magnitude supposed has been 
in fact inflicted, according to that standard of 
right which is the offspring of Christian civil- 
ization, a civilization which we think ought 
to dominate among the inhabitants of the 
globe—that it would tend to make pagan 
nations better and greater? Is it therefore 
probable that the old thirteen States, and after 
them the United States, has been persistently, 
throughout our whole history, f 
Indians by defrauding them out of their lands? 
How could this be possible in the blaze of the 
pure morality taught in the New and Old Tes- 
tament scriptures, which our great writers on 
elementary law say must be regatded as the | 
basis of all public law? Is it not probable 
that the people who have raised this clamor 
against their Government ate themselves in 
error; that they may have adopted false stand- | 
ards of right? Then, let u#try to penetrate 
this clamor, and find the elementary principles 
which ought to guide the nation in making up 
an opinion. Let us apply them to the case 
before the Senate. 

The Osage Indians have aright tothe use and 
enjoymentof about eight million acres of lands 
in southwestern Kansas; the United States 
proposes to buy their interest, as it now owns | 
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~ have exceeded its true value. Now, in applying | 
this standard to these Osage Indian lands, how | 


` A sum that will yield an interest equal to the 


| proposes to give them $1,600,000, to bear inter- 

est at the rate of five per cent. per annum, |: 
‘which will yield for their use every year |. 
: Indian tribes. 


outraging the |! fi 
| that these are not blanket Indians, hunters, 
| uncivilized, pagan Indians, and, if they could 


| their villages, and occupied their fields and 


the fee. How much dught the Government to 
pay them for their interest? What is the true 
value of this easement? What is the standard 
of the value of the mere tight to the use and 
enjoyment of any regl estate? Will some one 
of the great lawyers tho daily speak in this bod 

inform me what it is? Is it not the value o 


: the rental? And when you pay the owner a | 
' sum that will yield an interest equal to the | 


rental have you notpaid him the whole value ? | 


': Is there any othér standard of the value of a | 
Now, how much . 


title to possession in perpetuity. But if you 


an interest equalto the annual product, includ- 
ing necessary labor of éultivation, you would | 


muchshould be pid them for their possessions? 


value of their crops and the game taken within 
the reserve is all that couldbeclaimed. Surely 


you aré not bound to pay their prospective |, 
value in the hands of another race; what these | 


lands would be worth when converted into | 
fruitful fields, and gardens, and orchards, and | 


vineyards, when crowned with commerce and |. 
i manufactures, when it shall be traversed by 
` canals and railroads. 1] 
required by a pure conscience to pay the In- : 
dians, the remnant of the Six Nations for iùn- | 
stance, the present value of real estate in the ` 
' city and State of New York? Is this the stand- 
-ard of value applied to these Osage lands by | 


In other words, are you | 


the honorable Settator from Maine? IF sol | 

am not sutprised to find him at variance in 

opinion with the Committée on Indian Affairs | 

as to the amount which the Government should 

pay the Osages for the lands described in this 
1i. 


the value of a right of possession in perpe- 
tuity, then apply it to these Osages. This bill 


$80,000. I inquire of any one acquainted 
with the present condition of those lands and | 
of that tribe of people whether $80,000 a year 
would not more than purchase the entire pfo- 
ducts of their little fields and the fruits of the | 
chase within the limits of theirreserve? Why, 
sir, the game long since has been driven away. 


They cultivate but small patches of ground |; 


with rode implements of husbandry in the . 
When 
I stated some days since that these were blanket 
Indians, hunters, plains Indians, that they 
were not civilized Indians, the honorable Sen- 
ator seemed to think me in error. 
Well, sir, I will not discuss this question of 
fact; the character of these Indians is too well į 
knon to require it. Any one may know who 
will take the pains to familiarize himself with 
the subject that I uttered the truth. I have 
been at their schools; I have seen some of 
these Indians. You have two Senators on this 
floor who know them, know many of them, 
doubtless, at sight, that know their actual state 
of civilization. You have a member of the 
other branch of Congress who has made him- 
self familiat with their condition. Tell them 


be supposed to be rude enough, they would | 
laugh you to scorn. a 

We were told by the honorable Senator from 
Maine that the land thieves had entered the 
possessions of these Indians and gone into 


houses, and literally driven them away. Mr. 
President, the Osage Indians hever had houses, 
and would not live in them if they had. The 
United States did build for the Kaws, a tribe 
of the Osages, over one hundred and thirty 
houses—stone houses, with glass windows and | 
shingle roof, and board floors, costing several | 
hundred dollars each; and not one of those- 
houses is occupied to-day by the Indians; they 


| stable their ponies in a few of them, and live 


as their ancestors did, in tents covered with 
bark or skins. 

Talk about white people driving these Osages 
from houses that never owned a house—would 
not live in a house over night except by com- 
pulsion! Talk about their civilization, who 
deem it disgraceful to use the implements of 
husbandry or of the mechanic arts, who leave 
the cultivation of. their small patches of land 
to the squaws ahd children! The yield of their 
fields is trivial; and the major part of the 


ossessi, ] : game has long since been driven from their 
: should give Him a gross sum that would yield | 


reserve, so that they have been compelled for 
many years to g to the plains summer and 
winter for food. Summer and winter they 
pull down their tents and pile up their little 
goods and effects, and leave the country bare 
as this floor of anyimprovemeénts; and these are 
the Indians whom the honorable Senator from 
Maine desired the Senate to understand had 
made commendable improvement in civiliza- 
tion! Iam sorry that his utterances were not 
justified by the facts. 

But, Mr. President, the honorable Senator 
thought that this bill ought not to be passed 
because it provided for the payment to thesé 
Indians, for certain spoliations, the value of 
property destroyed by white people not ex- 
ceeding in the aggregate $40,000, and thatthe 
Indians on their part should pay white people 
for depredations committed on them to an 


: amount not exceeding $40,000; and I inferred 


from the tone and temper of this part of his 
speech that he supposed there was something 
unusual in this provision. 

Well, Mr. President, if the honorable Sen- 
ator thinks so he is misinformed. Ip almost 
every treaty made by Indians ceding lands to 


cae || the United States, from the foundation of the 
If I have indicated the correct standard of |! 

| similar provisions. 
‘in the treaty of 1818, in the treaty of 1825, the 
| treaty of 1839, and the treaty of 1865, I believe. 


Government to the present hour, you will find 
It was so with the Osages 


This is in harmony with the policy of the Gov- 
ernment in this regard in relation to all the 


But, Mr. President, lest some one might 
doubt the accuracy of my information on this 
subject, I might ask the attention of the Senate 
to the provisions of the Indian intercourse law 


! enacted for the purpose of regulating the whole 


subject. I willread from the sixteenth section 
of the act approved June 80, 1834, Statutes-at- 
Large, volume four, page 731: 


“ That where, in the commission, by a white per- 
son of any crime, offense, or misdemeanor, within 


| the Indian country, the. property of any triendly 


Indian is taken, injured, or destroycd, and a con-’ 
viction is had for stich crime, offense, or misde- 
meanor; the person so convicted shall be sentenced 
to pay to such friendly Indian to whom the property 
may belong, or whose person may be injured, a sum 
equal to twico the just value of the property so 


| taken, injured, or destroyed. And if such offender - 


shall be unable to pay a sum at least equal to the 
ust value or amount, whatever such payment shall 
all short of the sime shall be paid out the Treasury 
of the United States.” f 


Whatever the depredator shall not be able 
to pay shall be paid to the Indian out of the 
Treasury of the United States. The next sec- 
tion in this law provides for similar remunera- 
tion on the part of the Indians where they are 
able to pay for depredations committed by them 
on white people, and also contains a provision 
that if they are unable to pay the value of the 
property taken or destroyed that the amount 
shall be paid from the Treasury. That clause, 
however, of the succeeding section has since 
been repealed. It leaves the right of the In- 
dian to remuneration for depredations com- 
mitted on him and his property by white people 
unrepealed and in full force. er 
Now, because this bill has a provision in- 
tended to carry into effect what has been the 
olicy of the Government of the United States 
rom its foundation down to the present hour, 
the honorable Senator from Maiue is troubled 
in spirit, and questioned the wisdom of the bill. 
Why, sir, I was greatly surprised at the Sen- 
ator’s speech, and stated at the time that Iwas 
unable to decide whether the honorable Sen- 
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ator was serious, or perpetrating a joke on the 
Senate and the country; it was difficult for 
me to believe him in earnest. Whether I was 
right in expressing this doubt I will leave the 
Senate to judge, after stating that he himself, 
when acting as the organ of the Committee on 


Indian Affairs, advised the Senate to ratify ' 


various treaties containing precisely similar 
provisions. 

elawares, the Senecas, the Ottawas, the 
Peorias, the Wyandotts, and various other 
tribes of Indians living in the State of Kansas, 
and with whom Congress had directed the 
President to negotiate treaties for the purpose 
of removing them from that State to the Ter- 
ritories. When he was responsible for the 
official action of the Committee on Indian 


Affairs he recommended tke Senate to do pre- | 


cisely what he condemns the Committee on 
Indian Affairs to-day for proposing in this bill. 

The honorable Senator, however, was trou- 
bled apparently more by the phraseology of 
another clause of the bill, found on the fifth 
page, in these words: 

The interest on $500,000 shall be paid in cash for 
national purposes, 

‘¢ What on earth can that mean,” exclaimed 
the honorable Senator from Maine, ‘‘ for na- 
tional purposes?’ What is covered up in this 


strange phraseology? I inquired at the time | 


whether the Senator was in earnest, whether 
he was not joking. 
at a different conclusion? If the Senator fol- 


‘furnished him the requisite information. 


~ every member of this body, that by treaties 
I refer to the treaties with the : 


‘land in thatterritory. They acquired the right 


sir, if he had permitted me at the time—and 
the Senate will remember that I expressed a 
desire to answer him on the spot—if he had 
allowed me to do so at the time I could sae 
t 
is well known to the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, and ought to have been well known to 


negotiated with the Cherokees, Choctaws, | 
Chickasaws, Seminoles, and Creeks in 1866 | 
the United States did acquire the right to set- ` 
tle other Indians on a very large district of 


to settle Indians on all the lands previously 
belonging to the Cherokees west of the ninety- 
sixth meridian, amounting to many millions | 


: of acres; on half the lands previously owned | 


| three or four million acres; on all of the old 
; reservation of the Seminoles, nearly as large 


by the Creeks, amounting to something like 


as the latter; and on the leased lands which ; 


were procured from the Choctaws and the 
| Chickasaws, amounting in the aggregate to 


lowed with his eye, in the very next line he ' 


would have found these words: 


Five thousand two hundred dollars thereof shall be 
paid as compensation tothe chiefs and councilors of 


How could I have arrived ‘i s C S 
‘| President to proclaim these treaties. 


| be found in the Republic. 


over ten million acres of as good land as can 
The honorable Senator doubtless was candid 
when he stated that he did not know that the 
President could carry into effect this provision | 
of the bill. It was not unknown to the Com- | 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ought not to 
have been unknown to any member of this 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| & $9,000,000" and insert “340,000,000.” 


body, for this branch of Congress advised the -~ 


This brings me to a consideration of the 


: Senator’s closing remarks, in which his speech | 


the nation; $5,000 shall be expended for the encour- | 


agement of 


cultivated and improvements made thereon by indi- 
vidual members of the tribe; the object being to 
encourage real industry among them; and the re- 
maining $4,800 shall be expended under the direction 
of the council and agent for the tribe inthe payment 
of such other expenses as may be necessary for the 
benefit and support of their national government. 


The interest on $300,000 is to be applied to | 


national purposes. That sum, atfive per cent., 
would yield $15,000 per annum. Fifty-two 
hundred dollars shall be paid for a purpose 
named; $5,000 for another purpose named, 
which I have recited; and the remaining $4,800, 
completing the $15,000, shall be applied to a 
third purpose ; and yet the honorable Senator 
from Maine sought to convince the Senate that 
there was something peculiarly strange, ob- 
scure, and objectionable in that phraseology, 
„and he actually convinced the clear-headed 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] that it 
was hardly susceptible of explanation; and I 
have observed that the reporter of the Globe 
has caused to be printed in brackets the word 
“ laughter” in this part of the honorable Sen- 
ator’s speech. I should like to know where 
the laugh comesin. The phraseology may not 
be very apt; it may not be the precise language 
that would be used by a great lawyer in fram- 
ing a bill; but in my humble judgment it is 
sufficiently clear to be easily understood by 
either of those great lawyers to whom I have 
last referred. ‘I'he interest of $300,000 shall 
be paid for national purposes ; $5,200 thereof 
for one purpose; $5,000 more for another pur- 
pose, which is named; and the remaining 
$4,800, making the $15,000 complete, shall be 
pgid for the third purpose. 
ut the honorable Senator was more troubled 
and aggrieved, if possible, on account of an- 
other defect which he thought he discovered 
in the bill. He said at first that there was no 
provision in the bill providing a fature home 
for these Indians; but when the exact clause 
in the bill was pointed out and read in his 
hearing, or cited: in his presence, he admitted 
that there was an attempt at a provision; but, 
said he, what evidence has the Senate that the 
President will be able to carry into effect that 


provi’ of the bill; how does the Senate | 


now that the President will be able to find 
lands on which to locate these Indians? Why, 


riculture, to be paid pro rata to each | 
head of a familyin proportion to the number of acres ;, h i; 
© and temper of which was understood to be | 


culminated in a counter-proposition. Well, 
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The people of the western States and Terri- 
tories have never claimed that the Government 
ought to give settlers the public land and at 
the same time defray the expense of the extin- 
guishment of the Indian title, the survey, and 
sale from the Treasury. They have held that 
they ought to have the right to take up home- 
steads at the actual cost to the Government. 
This is all we have ever claimed for the pcople 
werepresent. The Indian Committee, conform- 
ing to this idea embodied in the homestead laws, 
by this bill require the settlers on these lands 
to pay out of their own pockets $2,000,000, 
adding the expense of survey and sale, and 
when the Treasury shall have been indemui- 
fied for all these expenses the residue shall be 
thrown open. 

It may be well doubted, as the honorable 
Senator from Kansas now occupying the chair 
[Mr. Pomeroy] did doubt, whether the Gov- 
ernment ought to pay $1,600,000, as proposed 
in the bill, for this tract of land. He thought 
that $1,000,000 was aH that these Indians 
could in justice claim for the extinguishment 
of their interest in them. The Committee on 
Indian Affairs differed with him; they put the 
value at $2,000,000. The honorable Senator 
from Maine thinks it ought to be $40,000,000. 
Well, Mr. President, if that should prove to be 
the judgment of the Senate, sobe it; strike out 
The 
Committee on Indian Affairs are willing to be 


' overruled; they are willing you shall increase 


' the price to be paid the Indiansif in the judg- 


il sir, what does he propose as a substitute forthe | 


committee’s bill? After elaborating a speech » 
as long’as it was interesting and able, the tone |, 


ca denunciation of the Committee on Indian : 
Affairs, what remedy for the discovered evils :; 


does the honorable Senator propose; what cure : 
for the defects in the committee’s bill? I will 


Resolved, That tho bill under consideration be ' 


recommitted, with instructions to report a bill for | 
the removal of the Osage Indians to the Indian ter- 


read it: | 
| 


ritory, with their consent, and for the sale of their '' 


reservation upon the most advantageous terms for ' 
cash, as other public lands, for the use and benefit 
of said Osages. . 
Recommit the bill to the Committee on In- | 
dian Affairs, with instructions to bringin a new | 
bill providing for the removal of the Osage | 
Indians with their consent! That is precisely | 
what the pending bill proposes, to remove them 
from the State of Kansas with their consent; | 


| and if there is anything doubtful inthe phrase- | 


ology of the bill taken in connection with the | 
history I have recited, then amend the bill in ‘ 
that particular, so as to make it clear, by insert- i 
ing in the proper place the words ‘‘ with the ; 
consent of the Great and Little Osage nation 
of Indians,” and you have all that the honor- 
able Senator demands on that head. No neces- ; 
sity for a recommittal on that account, a dash 
of the pen being all that is demanded. The 
committee propose to remove the Indians, with 
their consent, to the Indian territory; the 
honorable Senator proposes the same thing. 
Now for the second: ‘and that these lands 
shall be sold for cash, as other public lands are 
sold.” In what does that differ from the 
proposition in the bill? The bill provides 
that these lands shall be surveyed and sold for 
cash only to actual settlers for $1 25 per acre. 
He would propose to sell for cash as other 
public lands are sold. This would admit 
reémptors to purchase at $1 25 per acre. 
ut it would permit the sale of unoccupied 
lands to the highest bidder at public outcry. 
But, Mr. President, this mode of sale has long 
since become impracticable, when applied to 
lands subject to preémption. i 
What the Committee on Indian Affairs de- | 


sired was to pay the Indians a just price for |: 


| ritories! 
| inhabitants of Oregon and California? The 


these lands, and then after indemnifying the ` 


Treasury of the United States to subject them | 
to location and entry in the ordinary mode. | 


ment of the Senate and the other branch of 
Congress a larger sum ought to be paid. 

This is merely their opinion of the value of 
the Osage interest in this tract, guided by the 
lights they were able to bring to bear on the 
subject. They thought that $2,000,000 were 
all that the Government ought to pay these 
Indians for these lands, and that this would 
be enough to locate them comfortably in the 
Indian territory where they desire to go. But, 
as I before observed, if the Senate Teatre to 
change this amount let them strike out ‘27 
and insert any other figure , 

But the honorable Senator from Maine in- 
formed the Senate that with his consent these 
settlers on these lands should not be permitted 


| to purchase without competition with others 
; one acre of the land the possession of which 


they had acquired by wrong. He thought they 
were not settlers. Settlers, said he; there is 
not a settler on these lands; they are rob- 
bers; they are trespassers; there can be no 
settlers until the lands are formally opened 
under the law for settlement and occupation! 
How strangely that must have sounded to hon- 
orable Senators representing the new States 
here! How strangely it must have read when 
it met the eye of the Delegates from the Ter- 
How will it be understood by the 


Indian title to the land there has never been 
extinguished by treaty. Are there no settlers 


| in either of those States? -Are those people all 


land thieves, marauders, who deserve no con- 
sideration by the Senate of the United States? 
You have no treaties with those Indians. Not 
an acre of their land has been purchased of 
them by the Government of the United States. 
How is it in New Mexico, where there are said 
to be over one hundred thousand white people 
residing to-day? Not one acre of land in that 
Territory has ever been purchased of the 


| Indians by the United States; nor an acre in 


Arizona; nor I believe in Utah; and I believe 
until very recently not an acre in Colorado, 
Montana, or Dakota. 

Are there no settlers in these great and grow- 
ing States and Territories? Are they, too, all 
land-thieves, who deserve no consideration ? 
And yet you have given them consideration. 
You have organized for them civil govern- 
ments; you have sent to them, in their territo- 
rial condition, Governors and judges; you have 
established courts of justice, and organized, or 
directed them to organize, legislative assem- 
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blies. In advance of the purchase of the title 
to a single acre of the land from the Indians 
you have authorized them to apply for admis- 
sion as sovereign States of this Union. And 
yet they are in precisely the same condition 
to-day as these settlers on the Osage Indian 
lands, who went on in advance of the technical 
extinguishment of the Indian title. Are they 


4 
t 


to receive from this time forward no considera- 


tion here? Are they to be driven from their 
homes? Do you propose to put up their farms, 
their houses, humble though they may be, that 
shelter them and their families from the inclem- 
ency of the seasons for sale at public outcry ? 
Sir, you cannot find men bad enough to com- 
pete with them for title to their homes. 

The proposition is totally impracticable. If 
the price, however, proposed in the bill, $1 25 
an acre, is not enough, if you wish to charge 
these frontier settlers more money for their 
homes, to punish them for pushing on the car 
of civilization, amend the bill; strikeout $1 25; 


| 


put in two dollars or more; but in God’s name, ; 


do not put them at the mercy of land-sharks 


his labor and toil. 
isin a technical sense merely; morally, they 
are not. They have done just as their neigh- 


bors have done; just as the inhabitants of all ; 


the new States have done. They are probably 
no.worse and no better than the average of the 
people found elsewhere. 


Ordinarily, as soon |! 


as the Indian title is extinguished the lands are | 


subject to settlement by preémptors, in advance 


of the survey, and you in your wisdom have ` 


solemnly enacted laws providing that the citizen 
who does so under ordinary circumstances shall 
have the prior right to buy his home at $1 25 an 
acre. This is the solemn judgment of the nation 
proclaimed in its statute- book, read and known 
of all men. 
about these people, if they have committed any 


in an increased price for their homes; but I 
would not place them at the mercy of land 
speculators. 


The proposition of the honorable Senator | 


from Maine is incapable of execution. These 
people will not submit to competition in the 
purchase of their homes. Emigrants to the 
frontier will not compete With them, and out- 
. siders will not be permitted to bid. 
provide by law for the sale at such just price 
as you may determine, and require them to 
conform to your judgment. 

But, as I think, andas I have before observed, 
there is a necessity for immediate action. 
have regretted the necessity of pressing this 
subject on the attention of the Senate. The 
peace is now preserved on this frontier only by 
the sword, between these Indians and the set- 
tlers. In the judgment even of the honorable 


Senator from Maine the white settlers cannot ' 


be driven away. Ifa physical possibility,.it is 
a moral, practical impossibility. 
be done. 


the feet of these white people? The Indians 


have agreed to move. They have selected their | 


home in the Cherokee country.” It is now 
marked by metes and bounds; but they are 
not willing to go until they understand from 
this Government that they will be paid for their 
lands the price which they agreed to accept. 
Why keep them under the feet of these people 
longer? What advantage can accrue either to 
them, or to the frontier settlers, or to the Gov- 
ernment by so doing? ; f 

In a very little while these Indians will be 
off on their summer hunt, which begins in the 
month of June. They will then probably leave 
the country for the plains, taking with them 
their wives and their children and effects. 
Should the tide of emigration continue as 
strongly this year as last, they can never re- 
turn to their former homes in peace. In their 
absence all the desirable portions of the whole 
country will be occupied by settlers. An at- 


‘That cannot : 
Then why keep these Osages under 


You can | 


tempt to repossess their lands will bring on a 
condict which must prove their ruin. 

May I not then appeal to the kindness of 
heart so characteristic of the honorable Senator 
from Maine for time to mature this bill and 
pes it? Whyshould wedelay? He may have 

een annoyed with the delay of the Senate in 
maturing the appropriation bill specially under 
his charge; but, as I have before remarked, 
that bill will not take effect until the 1st day 
of July. Not one dollar of the money proposed 
to be appropriated by that bill will leave the 


‘ Treasury until that period. It is a bill to defray 


' certain expenses of the national Government © 


But if there is anything peculiar '' 


for the coming, not the present fiscal year. 
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Then why not act on this subject now? Why. 


limits, know what 


you intend to do with them; 
whether you inten 


United States? Why willyou, by needless delay, 


| impress them with the belief that they are to 
:, be robbed of their last resting-place, and turned 
and speculators, who might be bad enough to || t: 
be willing to rob the settler of the proceeds of — 
If they are trespassers, it; 


away naked to provide for themselves? 
Why permit them to go away from their 


' not let this old nation of great and little Osages, i 
who once occupied so broad a place within our ; 

. amendment reported. 
| to carry into effect the con- ` 
| tract they supposed they had made with the 


homes to the hunt on the plains smarting with ' 


out on the plains and commingle with the 


| this sense of severe injustice? They will go : 


Sioux, the Cheyennes, and other Indians with - 


whom you have been at war for the last quarter 
of acentury with short intervals. 
go to these rude savages to recount the wrongs 
and the injustice you have inflicted upon them. 


| Will you permit this? May I not without im- 


propriety appeal to the Senate of the United 
States to continue the consideration of this 


They will ; 


bill until a definite judgment can be obtained? | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY 
in the chair.) The appropriation bill, which 


was laid aside informally to enable the Senator : 
from Iowa to conclude his remarks, will now ' 
` be taken up. 
unusual oversight, make them pay smart-money | 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 


that the House had passed a joint resolution | ance of putting this amendment on the bill at 


: (H. R. No. 299) in regard to charges of deser- 


tion in cases of soldiers honorably discharged ; 


in which it requested the concurrence of the . 


| Senate. 


The message also announced that the House 


to the bill (H. R. No. 386) to amend an act 
entitled “ An act to establish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” 


approved March 2, 1867, and requested a com- : 


mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed , 
Mr. L. P. Potann of Vermont, Mr. T. A. ` 
Jenckes of Rhode Island, and Mr. J. A. 
Jounson of California, managers at the same | 


on its part. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the 


| Speaker of the House had signed the following 


enrolled bill and joint resolution : i 
A bill (S. No. 76) concerning divorces in 
the District of Columbia; and 


A joint resolution (S. R. No. 120) to provide | 


for the appointment of an examiner of claims 
for the Pana of State, and for additional 
clerks in the Department. 


PRINTING OF AN AMENDMENT. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I give notice of an 
amendment which I propose to offer to the bill 
(S. No. 890) to reduce taxation. I move that 
it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

. PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Secretary, 


announced that the President had on this day || 


signed and approved the following acts: 
A bill (S. No. 227) to incorporate the Co- 


| 
i 
i 
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lumbia Railway Company of the District of 
Columbia; 

A bill (S. No. 492) to incorporate the trus- 
tees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and for 
other purposes; and 

A bill (S. No. 550) to incorporate the Na- 
tional Savings- Rank of the District of Columbia. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H, R. 
No. 974) making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th of 


| June, 1871, the pending question being on the 
- amendment of Mr. CHANDLER to the amend- 


ment of Mr. SHERMAN. 
Mr. MORTON. I should like to have the 


The Chief Clerk read the amendment of Mr. 
SHERMAN, which was to add the following as 
an additional section : 


And be it further enacted, That thero be appropri- 
ated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 


_ wise appropriated, the sum of $450,000, to complete 


the enlargement of the ship-canal around the falls 


` of the Ohio river. 


; : ! only be completed at low water. 
: non-concurred in the amendment of the Senate |! 


The amendment of Mr., CuanpLer to the 
amendment was to add to it the following: 
oe improving the harbor of Cleveland, Ohio, 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I was not 
here last night when this question was up in 
regard to the amendment offered by the Sen- 


l ator from Obio; but as the Ohio river washes 


the entire southern border of Indiana, and as 
the people of Indiana are very deeply inter- 
ested in the completion of the Louisville canal, 
I trust I shall be excused for a few moments 
in attempting to point out the necessity for 
immediate action on the part of the Senate. 
I understand that the propriety of this appro- 
riation is not quertionen, the importance of it 
isnot questioned ; but [understand the question 
to be the propriety of putting it on this bill at 
thistime, and it is to that point that I invite the 
attention of Senators, and I do it most earn- 
estly. I ask Senators to consider the import- 


this time. 

In the first place, this work can only be com- 
pleted at low water. I ask Senators to bear 
that in mind as a starting-point; the work can 
The water in 
the Ohio usually begins to fall about the 25th 
of May, and it will rise again about the 20th of 
November, and this work is to be completed 
within these two periods if completed at all. 


| Now, Lam advised that the work is just in this 


condition: that if the contracts shall be let 
immediately, or within the next few days, the 
work can be completed, if pushed on energet- 
ically, between this time and the Ist of Decem- 
ber; but if a month or six weeks should be lost 
in making these contracts the work cannot be 
completed this year. This is the opinion given 
by the engineer and those who are familiar with 
the work; that to insure its completion this 
year it is important the appropriation should 
be made without delay. The loss of four weeks 
or six weeks will be fatal to the work this year. 
So far as I am concerned, I should be pertectly 
willing to wait for the regular river and harbor 
bill if it were not for this point.. If that bill 
should be delayed four or five or six weeks this 
work could not be completed this year. 

Now, what are the consequences to result 
from that fact? Are they the ordinary conse- 
quences of failing to construct a public work? 
No, sir, they are not. The consequences will 
be peculiar, and io this point I desire to call 
the attention of the Senate. There is an old 
canal now that isin use. The completion of 
this work involves the breaking up of the locks 
of the old canal and enlarging them to the new 
size contemplated by former legislation, and 
according to the plan adopted; in other words, 
the old canal is to be made unnavigable while 
this work is being completed, The proposition 
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is to get everything ready, and when the matē- 
rials are all on hand to put every energy to 
work to complete the locks during the next low 
water. Ifthese locks shall be torn down and 
the new locks not completed, thefi thete will 
be no navigation of the canal during the next 
winter or nearly the whole of the next dummer, 
which would be a very serious loss to a com- 
merce almost as large as the entire foreign com- 
merce of this country, 

Mr. FOWLER. Larger. | 

Mr. MORTON. Larger, the Senator says; 
I have not looked at the figures lately. 

The canal is just in that condition. 


work they have got to break up the old locks 
and if the locks are broken up this year an 
remain in that condition, then the river will not 


be navigable the coming winter, and away into | 
the next summer—a loss that can only be com- | 
puted by millions. Icall upon Senators to con- | 


sider this fora moment. The case is peculiar. 
There is another reason to whic 
dvert; and that is that the difficulties of nav- 
ihation at that point have been largely in- 
creased. A railroad bridge has been built over 
the falls of the Ohio, The bridge was tot 
built at the point contemplated by the act of 
Congress, but was built, so to speak, right 
over the brow of the falls. The result is that 


large boats cannot pass over the falls in time |i 
| ator from Indians would not wish to mislead — 
; the Senate; nor would the two Senators from | 
| Ohio ; nor the distinguished Senator from Ken- : 
; tucky, [Mr. Davis. } Not one of them would 


of highest water. It is a very great impedi- 
ment to commerce, a thing that was not ton- 
templated. A number of boats have been lost 
since the completion of the bridge: The boats 
that used to go over the falis during the high 
stages of water now exrinot pass the falls, and 
must look to the canals ; ail if the navigation 
of the canal ia destroyed during the coming 
winter and the next spring by the tearing A: 
of the old locks, without having time to finis 


the new ones, the loss to the commerce of the | 


Ohio river and to all the States bordering upon 
it, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Kentucky, 
Ohio, Ilinois, and the States borderitig upon 
the tributaries of that river, will be immense. 

Now I ask Senators to consider the import- 
ance of this question. Itis a question of time. 
I call upon the Senate to remember that dur- 


ing the last winter we had a similar case before | 


us to make an appropriation as a question of 
time. I refer to the appropriation for the Des 
Moines rapids in the Mississippi river. Ihave 
the Globe here showing the proceedings on 
that bill. That bill was passed in the House, 
I believe, on the 21st day of December. That 
work was not required to wait for the ordinary 
river and harbor bill. Why? Because a report 
was made in the House, which I have here, 
stating that there would be great loss and 
damage to the work already done if the work 
was allowed to stop; that there would be a 
loss of machinery ; and for various reasons it 
was important that the work should not stop ; 
and they called upon Congress hot to wait for 
the ordinary appropriation bill but to appro- 
priate $250,000 to let that work go right on; 
andit was done. When it came into the Sen- 
ate the Senator from Maine [Mr. MorrttL] 
himself reported that bill, and it passed by 
unanimous consent. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What bill does 
the Senator refer to? | 
Mr. MORTON. The bill making an appro- 
riation of $250,000 for the Des Moines rapids 
ast winter. That was put forward out of its 
order, without waiting for the ordinary river 
and harbor appropriation bill, because the con- 
dition of the work at the Des Moines rapids 
required it. And now I appeal to Senators 
for this work upon the same grounds, only that 
they are much stronger in this case. The navi- 
gation of the Mississippi river would tot be 
suspended if the work at the Des Moines rapids 
should not go on. It would still remain in the 
condition in which it has been ever since the 
country has been settled. But, sir, we have 
got to that point, in regard to the Lonisville 


They | 


have got to the point now, that to complete the |. 


I will . 


+ 


canal, that if the work is not done this year 
the navigation will be suspended for the time. 
I ask Senators, therefore, not to consider that 
we ate trying to get any advantage in hurrying 
this thing through before the general river and 
hatbor appropriation bill, but that the question 
or time is now vital to the commerce of the 

id. 

I would remind the Senators from Delaware 
that the other day we appropriated $250,000 
. for the construction o€ a pier at some port in 
‘the State of Delawate which in importance 
bears no contparison to the work embraced in 
this amendmeft. We did not wait for the 
general appropriation bill for rivers aad har- 


i bors, but we put that bill through almost with- 


| 
i 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


|, large boats must be through the canal. 


out opposition, giving $250,000 for a pier in 
the State of Delaware. 

Now, sir, here is a question that affects a 
commiéroé which, if it i$ second to any in the 
United States, is only second to that of the 
lakes, It may be that the commerce of the 


vy 
| and moving amendments to appropriation bills 


Ohto river is less than the commerce of the: 


‘is now just in a position to be most seriously 
| impaired by the failure to complete the canal 
this summer. Therefore, we appéal to the 
Renate to allow this apptopriation to go through 


| have given. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I know that the Son- 


, wish to mislead the Senate; but yet they have 
_ all fallen into a vital error. The Senator from 
‘Indiata has just spoken of the vast import- 
/anéd of eompleting this work this sammer. 
! The junior Senator from Ohio 
i last night gaid ; 

“I hope this amendment will be agreed to for the 
` reason stated by my colleague, and also because the 


; work 
' building of the railroad bridge there, which makes 


‘| it almost impossible to pass over the falls even at 


high water, as was fotmerly done, all navigation by 
roug] Itis a most 
| serious obstaclo to ngvigation, and most injurious to 
| the whole country above the falls especially. Large 
| boats ate now stopped, and have been for a long 


I believe this appropriation would about finish it. 
“Mr, SHERMAN. This will finish it. 
“Mr. THURMAN. 
asked. ; 
| “Mr. SuerRr{xaxN. According to the estimate of the 
: engineer in charge, General Weitzel, $450,000 will 
i complete it, and then the whole work is transferred 


| to the Government.” 


Davis] proceeded in a similar strain to that 
used by the Senator from Indiana just now. 
He said: 


this work and to open the canal around the falls and 
make it just as commodious for ngvigation as the 
river itself is above and below the falls.” 


Now, Mr. President, I hold in my hand the 
official estimate made by General Weitzel, the 
Government engineer, showing not only that 


that it does not go neatly one half toward the 
| completion of the work. This is an appro- 
| priation for the enlargement of the canal, and 


to complete the work: 


adopted, $1,178,000; 
$1,295,000, 
should be . ` 
_ That is the plan they are now working upon— 
“ One million three hundred and ninety-four thou- 
sand dollars.” . 
That is the amount that it will take toecom- 


according to ori 


plete the work upon the very plan upon which 
they are working to-day. 

Mr. MORTON. I call the attention of the 
Senator to the fact that that estimate includes 
the bonds. 


“ Louisville and Portland canal: on the plan last | 
itfal plan, ; 
yond according to the plañ as I think it | 


i lakes, but it ia next to it; and this gommerce — 


| in advance of thé regulst bill for the reasons I | 


(Mr. Tronmar] | 


belongs to the Government, and since the | 


ij of this Louisville canal. 
So that nothing more will be . 


The honorable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
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«itis the last report that has been made. 


` falls on the Indiana side. 
is to cost $14,600,000. Now it is 


May 24, 


Mr. CHANDLER. 
here for every foot of sand, every foot of stone; 
and if the Senator desires it I will read them, 


I have the estimates 


’ Mr. SHERMAN. I will ask whether that 
estimate includes the bonds? 

Mr. CHANDLER. No, sir; not a dollar 
for them ; for then it goes on and gives the 
bonds afterward. This is what it will cost to 
complete the work. Since then there has been 
appropriated out of the fund of last year, the 
two million fund, $178,200, which is to be 
deducted from $1,394,000; and that is all that 
I am aware of that has been expended upon 
that work by the Government since this report 
was made. 

Hence it will be seen, while these Senators 
do not intend to deceive the Senate, that they 
themselves know nothing at all about this mat- 
ter. This shows the absolute absurdity of 
Senators getting -up here, without knowing 
anything of the subject they are talking about, 


aud making assertions that the appropriations 
they ask for will complete the work. Why, 
sir, I hold in my hand an estimate which it is 
perfectly appropriate for me to offer as an 
amendment to the Senator’s amendment of 
$450,000. Here is the official document, Ex- 
ecutive Document No. 181, Fortieth Congress, 
second session, giving different plans for this 
very Louisville canal and its enlargement; and 
1 cau give every item for which this amount 
will be eXpended, for I have it here. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What is the 
date of that report? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Itis dated in 100 ond 

he 
engineer furnishes fourteen different plans, and 
recommends that one of them be adopted for 
completing the canal around the Louisville 
One of these plans 
erfectly 
competent, if this be adopted as a rule of the 


, Betiate, for any Senator in this body to get up 


and offer as an amendment an appropriation 


` of $14,600,000 to complete the canal around 
: the falls of the Ohio. There are fourteen plans. 
: Which plan is to be adopted? What do we 


; abject? 
time, for want of the enlargement of this canal, and || know on that subject 


Much has been said about the vast commerce 
I admit that it is 
important. I admit there is a vast amount of 
commerce there. There is very nearly half 
as much as there is passing through the Sault 
Ste. Marie canal. 

Mr. NYE. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him a question ? S 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly. 

Mr. NYE. What are the entire estimates 


' of the engineers for all the work that is now 


“Now, sir, hetetsa singlé sum of money of à smell ; 
amount, the last that is to beasked for after a series « 
fa great many years of appropriations to this work. : 
"his is the sole and final sum necessary to complete || 


the engineer's report does not state that it will | 
complete the work. Here is what it will cost |) 


proposed? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The amendment I offered 
last.night was the diminished estimates. 

Mr. NYE. Seven million dollars? 

Mr. CHANDLER. ‘The Clerk can read the 
exact amount. It is about seven million six 
hundred thousand dollars. : 

Mr. NYE. What would be the proportion 


this $480,000 will not complete the work, but | 107 tbis work? 


Mr. CHANDLER. Abouttwo liundred and 


. fifty thousand dollars. 


Mr. NYE. Is it expected by the Committee 
on Commerce to appropriate the whole amount 
of appropriation to this work that is asked for 

2 


ere? 

Mr. CHANDLER. No, sir; it is not. The 
Committee on Commerce do not propose to 
report that amount. The engineer-in-chief 
himself says that he can get along very well 
this year with $250,000 for this work, and that 
is about whatthe committee propose to report, 
They hava visited the chief engineer, and he 
says he can get along very well this year with 
$250,000; and the Committee on Commerce 


i have a bill ready, and it lies before me, appro- 


priating $250,000 for this work, which the chief 
engineer saysis all that isessential, and which he 
says he can get along with very well this year. 


1870. 


The joint Committee on Commerce (for the 
two committees have been in consultation al- 
most daily, although not actually codperating) 
decided to keep the total appropriations for 
rivers and harbors within $3,500,000. We tried 
to bring them within $8,000,000. We thought 
this was not a time to make large and extrav- 
agant appropriations. We have visited the 
chief of engineers and asked him how little he 
could get along with, and yet prosecute the 
works with the necessary vigor, and we have in 
that way, by personal examination, tried to 


reduce these expenses ; but, sir, you will seeat | 


aglance that if the estimates of the engineers 
are to be taken in gross, then General Weit- 
zel’s estimate of $14,600,000 may be offered 


is vicious. 
body, and why have they committees in the 
other House? Jt is to examine the estimates 
of the Departments and see where economy 
can be brought in, where we can save the money 


of the Government, and how we can save it. |; 


It is the duty of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations, the Committee on Finance, the Com- 


mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads, and | 
every committee of this body to investigate | 


thoroughly the estimates that are sent in, and 
to practice the most rigid economy where 
economy can be practiced. That has been the 
intention of the Committee on Commerce. 
` We think we have got a bill that will earry 
forward our works of internal improvement, 
and carry them forward economically. 

The Senator from Kentucky said yesterday 
that the business of this Louisville eanal was 
more than twenty times the amount of the 
business at the Rock Island rapids. That may 
be true. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to express myself as to what my 
meaning was? 

Mr} CHANDLER. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. I meant that tho business of 
the Ohio river at Louisville falls is more than 
twenty times as great as the business of the 
Mianiesippi riveraround the Des Moines rapids. 

Mr. CHANDLER, With that explanation 
I cannot answer the Senator, because Í do not 
know how that fact is; but I have the official 
data of the two canals for five years. I have 


not the last two years of the Louisville canal. |; 
I have taken-a given number of years; but the | 
years are not the same. The last data I have. 


of the Louisville canal are from 1862 te 1866. 
During these five years 10,557 ẹrafts of differ- 
ent kinds passed through the Louisville eanal, 
with a tonnage of 1,104,370tons. During five 
years, two of which are the same, there passed 
through the Sault Ste. Marie canal 5,881 ves- 
sels, with a tonnage of 2,388,276 tons, a little 
more than double the amount. The two years 
that are here together stand thus: there passed 
through the Louisville canal in 1865, 1,839 ves- 
sels of all kinds, with a tonnage of 239,234 
tons; in the same year there passed through 
the Sault Ste. Marie canal, 997 vessels, with a 
tonnage of 404,062 tons. In 1866 there passed 
through the Louisville canal, 2,284 vesse 9, with 
a tonnage of 234,323 tons, and in the same 
year there passed through the Sault Bte. Marie 


canal 1,007 vessels, with a tonnage of 458,830 


tons. 

Now, Mr. President, in order to present this 
matter in its proper light, and that it may be 
understood by every Sénator here present, I 
think it would be well for me to show what is 
to be done on this Louisville canal on the plan 
on which they are now working: 

Detailed estimates for completing the Louisville and 

Portland canal extension according to the last plan 

of the company. 


Items. Price. Amoynt. Cost. 
Canal proper: zu 
war E n $035 102,660 $35,931 
lid róck excavation, 
cubic var Gebeddedsiwesacsase 258 121,800 304,500 


That will be very likely to be taken out 
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between the Ist of July and the ist of Octo- 
ber—121,800 yards of solid rock are to be taken 
out in about two months! The statement is 
simply ridiculous. This is a work that cannot 
be done in two months, nor in a year. Itisa 
work that has.to be done gradually ; and the 
chief engineer says that $250,000 is the amount 
that can be advantageously employed during 
the coming year. i 

Let me say further, right at this point, that 
this appropriation bill does not take effect until 
the ist of July. This isa bill making appro- 
priations for the next fiscal year. They ean- 
not spend a dollar of the appropriation in this 
year, and before the ist of July we shall have 


300, ( ‘| passed the river and harbor bill appropriati 
as an amendment to this bill, and there is no | k Py the chia 


telling where we shall stop. The thing itself || 
hy have we committees of this || 


$250,000 to this work, the amount the chie 
engineer says he can get along with, and not 
$450,000. ` 


But I will go on with these figures: 
É Price. Amount. Oost. 

Loose sock and ary me 3 37,000 $27,750 

excavation, cubic S, $07 , 600 : 
Loose rock” and filing, i 

cubie yards......... seerseese 2 00 5,009 10,000 
yerna dry wall, cubic ain 37,100 92,750 

FALAT T E i A 
Earth sediment in canal, 

cubis yards... 24 48,360 17,020 
Repairs and improve- i 

ment of guard-gata......  - 180,000 — 6,000 
Lumber in cribs, feet, j 

board measure............ 50 00 180,080 2,009 
*Wrought-iron work, lbs.. 35 00 16, 000 4, 000 
Pavement of slopes, 

square yards..,. 100 40,000 40,000 
Macadamising, i 

YAFA ossporseese severse soreenes 7 a 5,000 8, 000 

| Branch : - 

Earth excavation, cubic 

YATAS.....ccssceseeescrreresesers 85 160,050 60,167 
Solid, rock excavation, 

cubic yards sesresrseerere 2 5D 71,900 179,750 


2 p Price. Amount. Cost. 
Solid rock excavation ia < 
channel, eybio yards,., $2 A0 40,000 $35, 000 
Solid rock excavation yn- 
er water, cubie yards.. 7 50 22,008 165,000 
Loose roek and dry wa 
pezcavation, cubis yards 75 690 517 
ertical dry wall, cubic 
POTS... .ccsserrssnrerssrceseeeeee 2 50 20,000 50,000 
Pavements of slopes, : 
EQUATE VATds..o.seerr-- = 100 24,090 24,000 
Macadamizing, square 
YATS..ccccreegsveceeres ensseceee 60 8, 600 1,800 
| Wrought-iron work, lhs.. 25 64,0001 6,000 | 
* Cast-iron work, logus, 8 176,000 14,080 
| Finishin, hangin Looks 
gates abd pl ing miter 
Bills... recess snees peoeegeess = z 80, 000 
Contingencies ........ - - 62,735 
Total ....ccccccccssccsrsssseecccsnecssersesnsoeenseneseoens $1,178, 000 
FAR 


_ Mark you, here is more solid rack exoavation 
in the branch ; and all this work is te be done 
during four weeks of low water! I guess nat. 


Then eome the improvements that are recom- 
mended by the present engineer: 
Estimate for completing the Louisvill 

canal extenston on the pfan pjat A adopte 

only ninety feet wida. 


d Portland 
ond Rend 


Tteme. Price. Amount. Cost. 

Amount ofestimata as abayo = = $1,178,000 

mount of embankmen 

ladditional,) cabio yards. $035 70,440 27,804 
Guard-gate masonry. (addi- 

tional,) cubis yardg........... 1300 5,290 67,600 
Qne pair ofnew guard-gates ~ - 16,000 
Contingencies...cspsseerereree - - 5,596 

Pata .....ccccscccnssescescecetenesseesessecseespaeenerevegans $1,295,000 


Estimate for completing the Louigville and Portland 

_ canal extension, properly constructed ; that i8, with 
` piver bank rassed four feet above the highest known 
freshet, and a descent of one foot ner mile. 


Tteme. Poice, Amount. aso 
Amountofestimgteagphoye = - $ D0 
Earth emba Enemi addi- 

- tional, cubic pie Ssassess $035 16,000 5,600 
Solid rock excavation......... “25 35,200 $8,000 
Conti ngencias..yresorerrersrer ses > £ _ 6,400 

Total... ecssssscsmersssececsesncsnereeees ANET $1,394,000 


Now, Mr, President, there are to be nearly 


two hundred thousand eubi¢c yarda of solid 
rock exeavation, a large amount of it under 
water, to be excavated at an expense of $7 50 

er cubic yard; and yet all this vast amount 
of work is to be done between two showers, I 
believe. [Laughter.] The water is going to 
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fall, is it not? and it will rise the next time 
there comes a rain. Yes, sir; this is all to be 
done between two showers, (laughter, ] and 
that is the reason for this great haste. 1 have 
only to say that if this amendment is insisted 
upon I shall insist upon putting on every sin- 
gle estimate of the engineers in the reduced 
estimates I have sent up to the desk, and I 
hope the Senate will adopt them as au amend- 


ment. 

Mr. MORTON. Ishall have no objection 
to the Benator fróm Michigan putting ou any 
other work on this bill, provided there is any 
other work in the same situation; but I am 
opposed to putting on anything else simply for 
the purpose of loading this down, and thereby 
defeating the whole measure. If the Senator 
can show that there is any other work in the 
same condition I will consent that it shall be 
put on the bill. 

Since I made my remarks a few moments 
ago I have had an explanation upon one point 
furnished to me by a gentleman who is here 
for the very purpose of representing the inter- 
ests of navigation upon that river. ‘I'he amount 
of the estimate on which the amendment is 
based is $450,000. That estimate is regarded 
as sufficient by the engineer to make the canal 
navigable for the largest boats. There will be 
$400,000 required after that to wall the canal 
and to complete the work ; but $450,000 will 
complete the canal for navigation. There will 
be aboat four hundred thousand dollars re- 
quired after that; but the amount now asked 
will make it navigable for the largest boats, 
leaving the walling of the canal and the com- 
pletion of the other parts to be done at the 
pleasure of the Government. 

Mr. President, the interests involved in this 
matter are too great to be disposed of without 
solid reasons. Ag I said before, the work has 
come just to this point, that when now they 
begin the reaonstruetion of the locks they must 
go through with them the same season or the 
navigation of tha river is permanent] y.impeded. 
How? ‘The large boats cannot go under the 


| bridge, boate that used to go over the ‘falls ; 
j and except 


in times of high water the small 
boats cannot go through the canal. ‘There is 
no longer a canal for them to go through, so 
that now only the small boats aan go over the 
falls in high tides: and the Senator from Ohio 
informs me that the bridge is at thie time in 
the way even of small boate. The work is in 
that peeuliar condition that it demands the 
earliest attention of Congress. Now, if the Ben- 
ator from Miehigan can show that there is any 
other work oa the lakes or on the Atlantic or 
elsewhere that is ia this position I will agree 


that he shall pat it on. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I will say to the Senator 


‘that the Sault Ste. Marie canal is in preeisely 


the same eondition. 

Mr. MORTON. If the Senator can show 
that, and give the reasons for it, I will vote to 
put it on. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will vote againat 
putting anything on in this shape. 

Mr. POMEROY. Dees the Senator from 
Indiana say that the bridge creates an obstruc- 
tion to the navigation? — 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘Then 
declared a nuisance, if that be true. I re- 
ported the bill providing for the bridge, and 
we passed it with a provision that it should not 
obstruct navigation. 

Mr. MORTON. 
been injured by it. 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘Then it ought to be 
abated as a nuisance. i 

Mr. MORTON. I aw told that the bridge 
has not been built where Congress authorized 
it to be built. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then why not proceed 
against it? : : 

Mr. MORTON. To proceed against a bridge 
of that kind would be a slow process, and it 
would not help this matter now. 


* PTa 
it ought to be 


A number of boats have 
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Nr. EDMUNDS. _ It will next year. 

Mr. MORTON. But whether the bridge is 
there or not, when you tear up the locks you 
obstruct navigation, | 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to ask the | 
Senator from Indiana a question. He said, | 
if I understood him, that if the Sault Ste. Marie 
canal was a case of merit like this he would 
vote to put it upon this bill. Did he not say so? 

Mr. MORTON. I would if it could be 
shown to be in the same situation. 

Mr. CONKLING. Now I ask the Senator 
whether he would not vote also to put on this bill 
every other appropriation that could be shown © 
to be meritorious like this ? . 

Mr. MORTON. Notsimply meritorious. 

Mr. CONKLING. Meritorious like this, 
urgent like this. Would not the Senator so 
vote ? 

Mr. MORTON. I would. 

Mr. CONKLING. ‘Then it seems to me that 
the Senator and I agree exactly upon the facts 
and upon the premises upon which we ought _ 
both to vote against this appropriation, and for `: 
an obvious reason. How can the Senator know, 
how can I know, in the case of any of these , 
appropriations, whether they are in truth as ` 
meritorious and as urgent as this until we i 
examine and investigate, or hear discussed the `: 
merits and urgency of the different appropria- 
tions? I do not mean to occupy time in doing 
it, but I can suggest a number of instances 
where, perkaps upon facts and for consider- 
ations somewhat different, it is just as palpable ; 
as it can be here that we should give twice if | 
we gave quickly; not only that the thing ought | 
to be done, but that it ought to be done at... 
once; not only that it is high time, but it would | 
have been high time months ago to make the |, 
appropriation. i i ; 

Now, we cannot go through and investigate i 
all these cases unless we are to debate at large ` 
the question of river and harbor preservation 
and improvements upon this appropristion 
bill, and I submit to the honorable Senator— 
without intending, as I do not, to challenge at 
all at this time anything he has said regarding 
the merit or the urgency of this work—that 
consistency requires us not to assume that any ‘, 
one work is meritorious and that all others | 
must be less so, but to allow this bill to reach, 
its appropriate destination with its appropriate .. 
proportions, and then take up, and I hope we ' 
shall take up very early, the bill reported by | 
the Committee on Commerce, and let us go | 
through it seriatim, and eliminate from it | 
everything which is not urgent, because I think | 
these appropriations ought to be made as nar- | 
row as they can; and selecting those that are | 
urgent, let us make common cause in passing . 
that bill. ` f 


Now, if the honorable Senator, and those :, 
acting with him, are to succeed in taking this ` 
one work up by reason of its urgency, and hav- 
ing it acted upon favorably, and some other 
Senator is to take up some other important |. 
inatter which he can show is the fellow of this, 
and have that acted upon, by and by there will | 
be a great residuum of meritorious things here ; | 
and who is to be sponsor for them, and when 
are they to be considered?, Every man who | 
has attended to the philosophy of legislative | 
bodies knows that as long as you keep invested 
in a bill the commor interests of all, or many | 
combined interests, that bill will not be de- 
layed; aud therefore I ask the Senator to allow 
this to go into the group of other urgent meas- 
ures, in the hope that by the aid which we 
shall receive from him and from other Senators 
iuterested in different matters at a very early 
y we shall consider ‘and determine all of 
tbem. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine.. I desire to make 
an appeal to the Senator from Ohio who 
moved this amendment to withdraw it; and I 
wish to make a few observations in regard to 
that point; and in the first place, as to the 
urgency which bas been particularly argued by 
the Senator from Indiana to-day. I do not.’ 


| idea of urgency. 


. diate appropriation there will be an opportun- 


' another committee altogether than that charged 


; obvious to my mind as possible that if this 


; which the bonorable chairman of the Commit- : 
tee on Commerce may see fit to bring forward | 


| these matters, to have this amendment with- | 
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know that that does not exist, but I suggest to 
him that this is not a remedy. This is an ap- 
propriation bill for the next fiscal year, and he 
will have no benefit at all from this act prior to 
the Ist of July. That, I submit, is an absolute 
bar to the suggestion of urgency. Instead of 
putting it on a deficiency bill which makes an | 
appropriation for the next fiscal year, the Sena- | 
tors believing this should address themselves 
to the first opportunity on a deficiency bill for | 
this purpose. It is in the wrong 
This does not relieve them at all. If this case | 
is urgent and cannot wait this is not the place 
to put it. 

1 submit that that is a perfect answer to the 
There will be a deficiency 
bill in a day or two reported to the Senate, 
and if the urgency is so great for this imme- 


ity to put it on there; and that is one consid- 
eration which I submit is conclusive as to the 
question of urgency. 

Besides, I am informed that the House Com- 


lace here. |. 


itate a moment; but I know the people of the 
southern part of my State, all along the Ohio 
river, are so deeply interested in this matter 
that I feel they would blame me for withdraw 
ing any effort in this direction. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Allow me te 
make one remark which I intended to make 
before I took my seat just now. ‘To my mind, 
looking at the estimate for this work, I seo 
that it stands in the same class with the others, 
and there is no recommendation that it should 
be appropriated as a deficiency. There is uo 
suggestion that I have been able to find from 
any Department of the Government urging 
this as a matter of special necessity at this 
moment. Unquestionably itis true that there 
is a public sentiment in his State, more or less 
| strong, urging the Senator in favor of this 


if 
i 
| 


‘| movement; but I fail to see a single sugges- 


| tion from any Department of the Government 
or the Engineer Bureau urging this as a pres- 


:| ent necessity. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Ken- 


mittee on Commerce has already considered il tucky wishes to reply to some observation of 


the river and harbor bill, and will in a few 
days report it to the House with the expecta- 
tion of its speedy passage. 
the entire subject ohaver and harbor improve- 
ments, covering this very item, and covering 
it precisely as this amendment proposes; and 
I submit to the Senator moving this amend- 
ment that in all human probability that bill | 
will reach the Senate and pass the Senate and , 
become a law as speedily as the bill we are now | 
considering. This bi, burdened as it is with : 
numerous amendments, must go back to the 
House, and then toa committee of conference ; 
and how long it will remain there nobody can 
tell. At any rate the speedy passage of this 
bill no man can now anticipate. 

For these two reasons I submit that on the 
score of urgency this is no remedy whatever. ' 
But there is another reason. It is altogether - 
out of place on this bill, as was said last even- 
ing. The whole subject of river and harbor- 
expenditures originates in the House, and 
properly originates there, and originates in 


with this bill. This whole subject has been 
considered in that House; and when it comes 
here it belongs to the Committee on Commerce : 
to revise and reconsider the whole subject; 


of the Senate, to consider this very item in ~ 
connection with all the other items of the river 
and harbor bill. 
this reason the amendment is entirely out of 
place here. 

There is an additional reason, and that is the 
embarrassment caused to this bill. It is just as 


proposition goes on this bill is to be embar- 
rassed by all the propositions for expenditures 


here. ‘The discrimination is so obvious, the 


That bill covers '' 


I submit, therefore, that for |. 


|| the Senator from Michigan; and after he has 
‘done that, I have concluded on the whole to 
, withdraw the amendment. I will not do it until 
i the Senator from Kentucky has replied to the 
observations made. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If this amendment is 
‘ withdrawn I withdraw mine. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not withdraw it until 
į the Senator from Kentucky has corrected some 
, Statements. 


Mr. DAVIS. I shall occupy the attention 


:, of the Senate but a very few minutes. I concede 


: that the honorable Senator from Michigan, the 


i, Chairman of the Committee on Commerce, is 


much more i ara A and much more accu- 
rately informed in relation to the trade and 
business and the internal improvements of the 
. country than I am, because his duty as the 
head of that committee makesit a special object 
with him. I do not pretend, therefore, and never 
have pretended, to compete with him in the 
' extent and accuracy of the information he has 
in relation to all such subjects. 
I did not in the remarks which I made last 
i evening institute any comparison between the 
, business that was done through the canal at the 
falls of the St. Mary and the falls of the Ohio 


j! river around Louisville. The contrast that I 
and they have a right, according to the usages |. 


drew was between the business that was done 
around the falls of the Ohio, at Louisville, and 
the falls of the Des Moines, on the Mississippi, . 
at the mouth of the Des Moines river; sii I 

was induced to make that comparison from the 
remarks that were made by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maine, [Mr. Hamuin.] He brought 
up, very properly, the amount of the estimate 
necessary for the completion of the work: to 
improve the navigation. of the Mississippi 
around the falls of the Des Moines, and he 
showed that it was about double, or more than 
double, the amount that is asked for by this 
proposition to improve the navigation of the 


‘| idea of putting this here is so invidious to other || 


appropriations which may be selected, that it 
is apparentto my mind thatthe Senate willeither ; 
vote all on, or that they will vote this down; 


and perhaps they will think the easiest and |, 


most adroit method of doing the thing is to | 
vote them all on, and then it goes to the House | 


and to a committee of conference, and nobody |; 


can doubt what the result of that would be. | 
They would all go off, as a matter of course. 


I submit, under these circumstances, whether || 


in order to facilitate the passage of this bill | 
and get ready for something else I have not a | 
right to appeal to the Senate and to the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, who has had experience in 


drawn, to the end that we may make some 
progress, and thus get rid of this bill. 

r. SHERMAN. I can scarcely resist the | 
appeal made to me by the honorable Senator. 
from. Maine, and I can feel the force of the 
objections made by Senators in regard to this 
bill; and in an ordinary case I would ngt hes- 


Ohio river at the falls at Louisville ; and he 
insisted that the proportion of appropriations 
to estimates ought to be something like in the 
same proportion between these two items. 1 
endeavored .to countervail the effect of that 
view simply by stating that I thought the bet- 
i ter and more correct rule was to make the 
| amount of the appropriation according to. the 
importance of theimprovement and theamount 
of business that was done over the stream where 
the obstruction existed; and I stated, or in- 
tended to state, that the amount of commerce 
around the falls of the Ohio river and over the 
falls was twenty times and more than twenty 
times the amount of trade and commerce 
around the falls of the Des Moines. I think 
so yet; but I may be mistaken. , 

The honorable Senator from Michigan has 
shown that this canal is made by the excava- 
tion of solid rock almost wholly. When I 
spoke of this sum being necessary, and this 


| gum alone being necessary, to complete the 


| free navigation of the Ohio river at that point, 


1870. 
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I had not looked at the reports of the engineer 
or the facts of the case since the subject was 
before the Senate at the last session, and I 
had forgotten until the honorable Senator re- 


minded me of it this morning, and until the , 


fact was further stated by the honorable Sen- 


ator from Indiana, that this sam would be re- | 


quired to blow out the canal and to make it of 


the extent and to build the locks according to | 


the enlarged plan for the improvement of that 
work. The work, though, that would be neces- 
sary and the expenses of the work for walling 
the sides of this canal had escaped my atten- 
tion and recollection wholly, and I admit that 
according to the report of the engineer that 
cost would about double the amount of this 
appropriation. 

Bat, Mr. President, I spoke in terms that 
might seem extravagant to some gentlemen 
of the extent of the commercial business that 
was done upon the Ohio river and upon the 
streams connected with it in navigation, a large 
portion of which commerce from every port 
on that river and on the Mississippi, and 


rivers, goes through these falls. 


that is done upon that river and the streams 
whose navigation forms a part of its system: 


“This river, with its branches, drains the whole of 
parts of ten States of the Union; among them the 
wealthiest and most populous, It isone of the most 
important in a system giving 18,000 miles of naviga- 
pie rivers. p 

‘t The States lying on the banks of the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, fourteen in number, had, by the 
census of 1860, a population of 16,909,494’’— 


I suppose it is upward of 25,000,000 to-day— 


“or more than half the whole population of the 
United States; and these two rivers have a coastline 
of 36,098 miles, while the coast of the Atlantic is 2,163 
miles, and the Gulf of Mexico 1,764 miles, and of the 
Pacific 1,343 miles, on a line of 21,354 miles, including 
bays and indentations. 

‘These rivers drain an area of 1,785,267square miles, 
more than half of the whole 3,001,002 square miles in 
the United States: and these fi 
contained 94,402,869 of the 163,110,720 improved acres, 
and 126,703,393 of the 244,101,818 unimproved acres of 
the whole United States ;”— 


That was before the acquisition of Alaska— 


“and the valuation of property in these fourteen 
States shows $8,467,511,274 of the whole valuation of 
the United States—$16,277,358,715; showing very con- 
clusively that these fourteen States pay more than 
half the taxes, work more than half of the improved 
land, have the majority of the population, and also 
the majority of the land to develop, of the whole 
United States. ; 

** By the census of 1860 the whole product of the 
United States was valued at $1,900,000,000, while the 
foreign exports of the domestic produce were only 
$373, 189,274, or less than one fifth of the whole pro- 
duct, leaving four fifths for exchange in domestic 
commerce between the States. 

“The proportion of the whole product afforded by 
these fourteen States we speak for may be judged by 
thereturnsof their produce gathered from the census 
of 1880, and compared with the whole United States, 

. as follows: 


The whole 
Producte. The fourteen United 
ances States, 
Corn, bushels.....csecee seers 634,454.37. 838,792,740 
Wheat, bushels,.......sscce 126,930,730 173,104,924 
Oats, bushels....... 103,995,461 172,643,185 
Tobacco, pounds... ses.. 345,400,759 434,208,401 
Sugar, pounda..... 222,636.000 230,982,000 
Cotton, pounds. 1,079,799,600 2,154,820,800 
Wool, pounds.. 31,277,839 0,264,913 | 
Hay, tons...... 9,297,743 a 19,083,896 | 
Butter, pound 239,601,405 459,681,372 
Ilemp, tons 69,47 74,493 
FLORS.... cesses 22,225,766 33,512,867 
Bituminous $,247,204,425 8,621,923,165 
Tlorses and asse 4,804, 7,400,322 
Cattle ....ccccccoseesccteee 12,517,392 25,616,019 
SHCCD..sccceesseessnsesnerereners 11,978,315 22,471,275 


r 
tile portion belonging to the fourteen States as 996,266 
tons; but itis estimated by competent h 
the steamers on the Ohio and Mississippi have carried 
7,905,216 tons during the year 1 


4“ Mr. SHERMAN. 


all | 
the streams connected with these two great 
I will read | 
from the same report which was used by the | 
honorable Senator from Michigan, to give an | 
idea of the extent of ‘the trade and business | 


: dispose of it. 


ourteen States, in 1860, | 


“ Besides, on an improved Ohio rivermore freight 
would be carried at a cheaper rate between Pittsburg 
and Cairo than by a half dozen railroads connecting 
these points.” 

But, Mr. President, I will not prosecute 
these statistical facts further. I merely pre- ' 
sent them to the consideration of the Senate | 
to demonstrate the importance of the early 
completion of the falls of the Ohio river, so as | 
to secure its perpetual navigation so far as the 
river may be perpetually navigated above and 
below. For the improvement that the honor- 
able Senator from Michigan feels interested 
in, the Sault Ste. Marie canal, I have always 
been an advocate, and still am. Iam entirely 
willing that the honorable Senator from Ohio 
shall withdraw this proposition, and I would 
not have presented it myself to this bill, I am 
free to say. 


I withdraw the amend- 


ment. 

Mr. STEWART. I want to make a report 
from a committee of conference in regard to 
the fifteenth amendment bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will not yield 
to that, because I know it will lead to debate. 

Mr. STEWART. I think we might as well 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. No, I want to 
dispose of this bill. I am advised that that 
report will lead to debate. I do not yield to 
it. I have yielded so much to this bill that I 
have got sore about it. The Senator’s bill 
has already taken a week, and it can survive 
now until we get through with this appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr. ROSS. I offer an amendment that I 
gave notice of a few days ago. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator 
willindulge me a moment, I wish to make some 
corrections in the bill which are rendered 
necessary by amendments already made. 

Mr. ROSS. Very well. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On page 3 the 
footing should be changed. This is rendered 
necessary by amendments made. Instead of 
$111,880 80 theamount should be $118,512 80. 
That amendment is made necessary by the 
amendments of the text. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 
ment will be considered as agreed to if there 
beno objection. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On page 6 there 
should bea similar amendment made under 
the head of ‘‘ Capitol police.” Itis made neces- 
sary by the amendments of the text. ‘The 
gross sum as it now reads, ‘‘ making in all 
$42,900,’’ should be ‘‘ $61,208.” _I move that 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On page 7, line 
one hundred and forty-eight of the new print 
of the bill, I move to strike out ‘‘two’’ and 
insert ‘‘five;’’ so as to read five mail-carriers, 
$1,080 each.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On page 8, line 
one hundred and sixty-seven of the old print, 
and line one hundred and seventy-four of the 
new, [ propose to amend by striking out 
t $8,000” and inserting ‘‘$12,600;’’ so as to 
read, “ for laborers, $12,600.” T have a note 
from the chairman of the committee of the 


House, calling my attention to it, and desiring | 


that this amendment should be made. 

The amendment was agreed to. ` 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On page 7 the 
footing, instead of being $144,667 60, should 
be $147,900. That is the amount appropriated 
for compensation of officers of the House of 
Representatives. 


| have that read. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On page 15 


'| there is a clerical error in the new print. The 
'| bill as printed reads, ‘‘ for publishing the laws 
| in pamphlet form, $10,000.” 


It should stand 
$50,000. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


i against the United States, 


rection will be made if there be no objection. 
The Chair hears no objection. l 

Mr. ROSS. I now offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of line ten hun- 
dred and twenty-two, on page 42: 

And for the compensation of extra clerks in re- 
placing the township plats and descriptive sheets, 
&c., of the land office at Topeka, Kansas, destroyed 
by the burning of that office, $5,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary. 

I have here a communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, recommending this appro- 
priation. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should liketo 

Mr. BOSS. I send it to the desk to be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., December 21, 1869. 


Sır: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy 
of a letter from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, dated the 16th instant, representing the 
necessity of providing for the replacement of certain 
township plats and descriptive sheets, destroyed by 
fire in the land office at Topeka, Kansas, in Novem- 


| bar last, and submitting an estimate of an appropri- 


ation of $5,000 for the special service required. 
Concurring in the views of the Commissioner, I 
respectfully invite the eariy attention of the House 
of Representatives to the subject. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, zour obedient servant, 


D. COX, Secretary. 
Hon. James G. BLAINE, 
Speaker af the House of Representatives, 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
GENERAL Lanp OFFICE, 
Wasuincaton, D. C., December 16, 1869. 


Str: Referring to my letter of the 30th ultimo, 
communicating intelligence of the burning of the 
land office at Topeka, Kansas, I have the honor to 
state that the preparation of township plats and 
descriptive sheets, to take the placo of those de- 
stroyed, is a matter pertaining to the office of the 
surveyor general of Kansas, but the appropriation 
for clerk-hire in that office is barely sufficient to en- 
able the surveyor general to employ a force capablo 
of attending to urgent current business, while it is 
estimated that the preparation of the said plats and 
descriptive sheets, about four hundred of cach, will 
require the services of a skillful draughtsman for a 
year and two competent clerks fora year anda half. 

I therefore respectfully suggest that, inview of the 
great importance to the settlers in the Topeka dis- 
trict of completing, at an early day, the restoration 
of the records of the destroyed office, an estimate of 
$5,000 be submitted to Congress, to provide for the 
special service required, said sum to be placed to the 
credit of the appropriation ‘‘for compensation of tho 
clerksin the office ofthe surveyor general of Kansas.” 

have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
; JOSEPH S. WILSON, 


. Commissioner. 
Hon. J. D. Cox, Secretary of the Interior. 


Mr. POMEROY. I think the amendment 
ought to be put on to some one of these bills. 
This perhaps is as good a bill as any for it. 
It is a very just thing. One of the land offices 
was burned up, and we have got to duplicate 
all the plats, and all the proceedings. I sup- 
pose this estimate is correct, and it ought to 

ass. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DRAKE. On page 15, line three hun- 
dred and fourteen, after the word ‘ dollars,” I 
move to insert a provision which I send to the 
Chair. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


Provided, That no pardon or amnesty granted by 
the President, whether general or special, by procla- 
mation or otherwise, nor any acceptance of such 
pardon or amnesty, nor oath taken, nor other act 
performed in pursuance or as condition thereof, shall 

e admissible in evidence on the part of any claim- 
ant in the Court of Claims as evidence in support of 
any claim against the United States, or to establish 
the standing of any claimant in said court or his 
right to bring or maintain suit therein; nor shall 
any such pardon, amnesty, acceptance, oath, or other 
act as aforesaid, heretofore offered or putin evidence 
in behalf of any claimant in said court, be used or 


' considered by said court or by thesppellate court on 
| appeal from said court, in deciding upon the claim 
| of said claimant or any appeal therefrom, asany part 


of the proof to sustain the claim of the claimant or 


' to entitle him to maintain his action in said Court 
| of Claims or on appeal therefrom; but the proof of 


loyalty required by the twelfth section of the act of 
3, 1863, entitled ‘An act to amend an act to 
for the investigation of claims 
approved February 24, 


arch 
establish a court 


255,"? and by the third section of the act entitled 
“An act to provide for the collection of abandoned 


| property, and for the prevention of frauds in the 


jusurrectionary distriets within the United States,’’ 


That cor- i! approved March 12, 1863; and bythe third section of 
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the act entitled “‘Anact to provide for appeals from 
the Court of Claims, and for other purpose, ap- 
proved June 25, 1868, shall be made by proof of thè 
matters required by said sections respectively, irre- 
spective of the fact of any executive proclamation, 
pardon, amnesty, or other act of condonation or obli- 
vion; and in all cases wherejudgment shall have been 


heretofore rendered in the Court of Claims in favor | 


of any claimant on any other proof of loyalty than 
such as is above required and provided, and which is 
hereby declared to have been and to be the truce in- 
tent and meaning of said respective acts, the Su- 
preme Court shall on appeal reverse such judgment: 
And provided further, T I 
shalt have heretoforo been granted by the President 
ot the United States to any person bringing suit in 
the Court of Claims for the proceeds of abandoned 
or captured property under the said act approved 
March 12, 1863, and the acts amendatory of thesame, 
and such pardon shall recite in substance that such 
person took part in the late rebellion against the 
Government of the United States, or was guilty of 
any act of rebellion against or disloyalty to the Uni- 
ted States, and such pardon shall have been accepted 
ja writing by the person to whom the same issued, 
without an express disclaimer and protestation 


against such fact of guilt contained in such accept- | 


ance. such pardon and acceptance shall be taken 
and deemed, in such suit in the Court of Claims and 
on appeal therefrom, conclusive evidenee that such 
person did take part in and give aid and comfort to 
the late rebellion and did not maintain true alle- 
giance to or consistently adhere to the United States; 
and on proof of such pardon and acceptance, which 
proof may be hoard summarily on motion or other- 
wise, it shall be theduty of thesaid Court of Claims 
forthwith to dismiss the suit of such claimant. 


Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, of course it 
is necessary that some explanation should be 
given of the offering of this amendment and 
of ita character. It will be remembered by 
every Senator that loyalty to the Government 
of the United States has been established by 
law ae a condition-preeedent to any right to 


prosecute a suit in the Courtof Claims against | 


the United States. In order to bring them 
direetly before the Senate, I will read the sev- 
eral 
have been adopted by Congress. The first one 
is the twelfth section of the act of March. 8, 
1863, referred to in this amendment, which 
reads as follows : 


". “Bgc. 12, And be it farther enacted, That any peti- 
tion filed under this act shall be verified by t 

davit of the claimant, his agent, or attorney, stating 
that no assignment of transfer of said claim, or any 
‘part thereof or any interest therein, has heen made 
except as in said petition stated ; that said claiman 
is justly entitled to the amount therein claimed 
from the United States, after allowing all just credits 
and offsets: and that he believes the facts as stated 
in said petition are true:. Provided, however, That 
in order to atthorize the said court to render ajudg- 
ment in favor of any claimant, if a citizen of the 
United States, it shall be set forth fn the petition 
that the claimant and the original and every prior 
owner thereof, where the claim has been assigned, | 
has at all times borne true allegiance to the Govern: | 
ment of the United States, and, whather a citizen | 
‘ornot, that.he has not in any way voluntarily aided, 
abetted, or given encouragement to rebcllion against 
the said Government, which allegations may be trav- | 
ersed by the Government, and if on the trial ‘such 
issue-shall be decided against the claimant his peti- | 
tion shall be dismissed.” ; 


i 
4 


hat whenever any pardon |: 


rovisions of law on this subject which | 


e afi- | 
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rebellion shall be required to prove affirmatively 
that such person did, during said rebellion, consist- 
ently adhere to the United States, and did give no 
aid or comfort to persons engaged in said rebellion; 
and the voluntary residence of any such person in 
any place where, at any time during such residence, 
the rebel force or organization held sway, shall be 
prima facie evidence that such person did give aid 
and comfort to said rebellion and to the persons 
engaged therein.” 


| Mr. STEWART. If the Senator from Mis- 
! souri will yield a moment, I desire to give 
notice to the Senate that I will presenta report 
of the committee of conference on the disagree- 

: ing votes of the two Houses upon the bill to 
< enforce the fifteenth amendment before the 


i Senate adjourns, and I expect to have it acted ‘| munds, Flanagan, Hamlin, Harian, Harris, Howe, 


© upon to-night. I wish to have that understood. 
© On the day after to-morrow there is to be an 
‘election in Virginia; and facts have come to 
: my knowledge which it seems to me make it 

very important that this bill should become a 


| ib 
this appropriation bill. 


| Mr. SUMNER. Oar evening session is. 


| to-morrow under the rule of the Senate. 
| Mr. STEWART. But the chairman of the 
: Committee on Appropriations proposes to go 


|| on to-day until this bill is disposed of, without | 


| any recess. I simply want it understood that 
; at the proper time, when the appropriation bill 
‘ig concluded, or whenever the Senate think it 


| best, I shall present the report of the commit- |; 


, tee of conference, and ask to have it acted 


' upon. 
`- Mr. SUMNER. I suggest to the Senator 


‘i that nothing could be more important than his | 
report; and I think we had better go on with , 


' that report. _- 
‘|| Mr. STEWART. It is a privileged report, 
| but I do not feel like antagonizing the Senator 


|| from Maine any further than I. have already 


© done on this matter; bat I want to have it 
understood that the fifteenth amendment bill 
' must be passed ‘to-night. 

|: Mr. SUMNER. - I woald go 


> : right on with 
WWA nee o Cas 


law to-morrow; and consequently we shall - 
have to get it through the Senate to-night. It | 
will take very little time, I think, to dispose of : 
I do not propose to press it now as against 


Again, in the act of March 12, 1863, referred |; ness while this storm lasts. 


to in this amendment, the third section is in | 


t 


the following words: 


“Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury may require the special agents 
appointed under this act to give a bond, with such 
securities and in such. amount as he. shall deem 
necessary, and to require theincrease ofsaid amounts, | 
and the strengthening of said security, as circum- | 
‘stances maydemand ; and he shall algo cause a book | 
or books of account to be kept, showing from whom | 
such property. was received, the cost of transporta- 
-tion, and pre of thé sale thereof. And an 
person claiming to have been the owner of any aaoh 
abandoned or captured property may, at any time 
‘within two years after the suppression of the rebel- 
lion, prefer his claim to the proceeds thereof in the 
Court of Claims; and on proof to the satisfaction of 
said court of his ownership of said property, of bis 
Tight to the proeeeds thereof, andthat he has-never | 
given apy aid or comfort to the present rebellion, to | 
recoive the residue of such proceeds, afterthededuc- | 

. tion of any purchase-money which may have been | 
paid, together with the expense of transportation 
and sale of said property, and any other lawful | 
expenses attending the disposition thereof.”. 


Again, in the act of June 25, 1868, referred | 
to in my amendment, is this section, explana- 
tory of these preceding requirements: 

“That whenever it shall be material in any suit or 
claim before any court to ascertain whether any per- 
oa did or did not give any aid or comfort to the late 


llion, the claimant or party asserting the loyalt 
‘of any such person to the United States during suc 


Mr. DRAKE. I presume that I have been 


silent long enough forthe Senator from Nevada |: 


to signify what he wants to have done here- | 
after. The conference committee report will | 
not be taken ap just yet. nos | 
{A violent rain storm interrupted the pro- | 
ceediags for several minutes, the pattering upon | 
the glags roof rendering it impossible for any 
voice to be meee : 
Mr. POMEROY. I move that the Senate 
take a recess for fifteen minutes. 
Several SENATORS; Oh, no. - 
» Mr. POMEROY. It is impossible to do busi- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kansas moves that the Senate take a 
recess for fifteen minutes. 


The motion was not agreed to; there being 
on-a. division—ayes 19, noes 24. i 


Mr. POMEROY. I move to pass over the ‘i 


| the laws of any State or Territory, for any State or 
| other election at which such Representative or Del- 
i egate in Congress shall be chosen, shall be deemed 


pending bill, for the purpose of taking up the 
report of the committee of conference. 
. Mr. DRAKE. I will inquire of the Chair | 


as the pending question ? | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly; 
and the Senator from Missouri will be entitled 
to the floor upon it. = 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I rise 
to a question of order. The Senator from 


| following proviso: 


Missouri is on the floor, and it is not compe- | 
tent while he is on the floor for the Senator 
from Kansas to make the motion which he has | 
made. : 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is, under | 
the new rule. This motion has the privileges | 
of a question of order, and can be made even | 
when a Senator is speaking, the floor being | 
taken from him for that purpose. 
. Mi. WARNER. [inquire of the Chair what 


May 24, 


committee of conference report it is proposed 
to take up? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands it to be a report proposed to be 
submitted by the Senator from Nevada on the 
bill to enforce the fifteenth amendment. The 
motion is that the Senate pass over the appro~ 
priation bill with a view to enable that report 
to be submitted. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryiand, called for 
the yeas and nays, and they were ordered ; and 


| being taken, resulted—yeas 37, nays 9; as 
i follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Bucking- 
ham, Cameron, Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Drake, id- 


Howell, Kellogg, McDonald, Morton, Nye, Osborn, 
Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Ross, Sawyer, 


i Scott, Spencer. Sprague, Stewart, Sumner. Thayer, 


Trumbull, Willey, Williams, and Yates—37. 
NAYS—Megssrs. Bayard, Davis, Hamiltonof Mary- 


-Jand, Johnston, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 


mont, Saulsbury, Stockton, and Vickers—9. 
ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Ames, Brownlow, Car- 
enter, Casserly, Cattell. Conkling, Cragin, Fenton, 
‘erry, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Howard, 
Lewis, McCreery, Norton, Patterson, Revels, Rob- 
ertson, Schurz. Sherman, Thurman, Lipton, Warner, 
and Wilson—26. 


So the motion to pass. over the appropriation 


i bill was agreed to. 


ENFORCEMENT OF FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT, 
Mr. STEWART. I send-to the Chair the 


| report of the committee of conference upon the 
; disagreeing vote of the two Houses on House 


bill No. 1298. 


Mr. STOCKTON. I move that the report 


| be laid on the table and printed. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. No; let it be read now. 
Mr. SUMNER. Let it be read at least. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report 
will first be read, and then the motion of the 
Senator from New Jersey will be in order. 
The Chief Clerk read the report of the com- 


|! mittee of conference, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing 
vores of the two Houses on the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1293) to enforce the right. 
of citizens of the United States to vote in the several 
States of this Union, who have hitherto been denied 
that right on account of race, color, or previous con- 
dition of servitude, baving met, after full and free 
conference have agreed to recommend, anddorecom- 
mend to their respective Houses, as follows: 

That the House recede {rom its disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate, and agree to the same 
with the following amendments: 

Section three, line nineteen after the word *' shal?” 
insert the word “wrongfully; in line nineteen 
strike out the word * knowingly.” 

Section eleven, line twenty-two, strike out the 
words ‘‘by indictment and,” and in leu thereof 
insert the word “ on.” ` 

Section thirteen, strike out all of the section after 
the word " be” in line four, andin lieu thereof insert 
* necessary to aid in the execution of judicial pro- 
eess issued under this act.” 

Section sixteen, line fourteen, strike out " emi- 
grating,” and in lieu thereof insert “immigrating ;’” 
line sixteen, strike out “emigrating,” and in lieu 


| thereof insert immigrating.” 


Section nineteen, line thirty-nine, strike out * in- 
dictment,”’ and in lieu thereof insert “ prosecution.’” 

Section twenty, line thirty, strike out “indict- 
ment,” and in lieu thercof insert " prosecution.” 

Section twenty, at the end of the section add the 


Provided, That every registration made under 


to be a registration within the meaning of this act, 


Oni ‘| notwithstanding the same shall also be made for the 
whether, when we return to the appropriation |: 


bill, we return to the amendment I have offered | t 


purposes of any State, territorial, or municipal elec- 


ion. ; 
Insert the following, to come in as section twenty- 


one: 
| Sec. Zl. And be it further enacted, That whenever 


by the laws of any State or Territory the name of 
any candidate or person to be voted for as Repre- 
sentative or Delegate in Congress shall be required 
to be printed, written, or con ained in any ticket or 
ballot with other candidates or persons to be voted 


| for at the same election for State, territorial, muni- 


cipal, or local officers, it shall be sufficient prima 


'| facie evidence, either for the purpose of indicting 


or convicting any person charged with voting or 


|| attempting or offering to vote unlawfully under the 
|| provisions of 


J the preceding sections, or for commit- 
ting either of the offenses thereby created, to prove 


i that the person charged or indicted voted, or at- 


tempted or offered to vote, such ballot or ticket, or 


|| Committed either of the offenses nained in the pre- 


ceding sections of this act with reference to such 
ballot. And the proof and establishment of such 
fact shall be taken, held, and deemed to be pre- 
sumptive evidence that such person voted, or at- 


1870. 
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tempted or offered to vote, for such Representative 
or Delegate, as the case may be, or that such offense 
was committed with reforence to the election of such 
Representative or Delegate, and shall be sufficient 
to warrant his conviction, unless it shall be shown 
that any such ballot when cast, or attempted or 
offered to be cast, by him did not contain the name 
of any candidate for the office of Representative or 
Delegate in the Congress of the United States, or 
that such offense was not committed with reference 
to the election of such Representative or Delegate. 
‘ Insert the following, to come in as section twenty- 

Wo: 

85S 22, And be it further enacted, That any officer 
of any 
egate in the Congress of the United States shall be 
voted for, whether such officer of election be ap- 
Pointed or created by or under avy law or authority 
of the United States, or by or under any Stato, ter- 
ritorial, district, or 
shall neglect or refuse to perform any duty in regard 
to such election required of him by any law of the 
United States, or of any State or Territory thereof, 
or vivlate any duty so imposed, or knowingly do any 
act thereby unauthorized, with intent to affect any 
such election or the result thereof; or fraudulently 
make any false certificate of 
tion in regard to such Representative or Dolegate; 
or withhold, conceal, or destroy any certificate or rec- 
ordso required by law respecting, concerning, or per- 
taining to the election of any such Representative or 

elegate; or neglect or refuse to make and return 
tho sume as so required by law; or aid, counsel, pro- 
oure, or 


act by this or any of the preceding sections made a 


municipal law or authority, who - Ole nui ] Lex 
, by indictment, and where it is not infamons it 
: may be either by indictment or information. 


the result of such eleo- 


crime; or to omit todo any duty the omission of | 


which is by this or any of said sections made acrime, 
or attempt to do so, shall be deemed guilty of acrime, 


election at which any Representative or Del- | 


` will explain the object of this. 


' which 
| famous it must be prosecuted by indietment, 


l *Sshall.”? 
_ it is ‘who shall refuse or wrongfully omit to 


Mr. STEWART. I will proceed to explain: 
the points of this report. The House substan- 
tially adopt our bill with some slight modifica- 
tions. 

In section three of the Senate bill the word 
“ wrongfully’ is introduced after the word 
As it now reads, in line seventeen, 


receive and count votes,’’ &c. As amended, 
it reads ‘‘ who shall wrongfully refuse or omit.” ; 

In section eleven the word ‘indictment’! is 
stricken out and the word ‘‘on’’ inserted. - I | 
In the eighth 
section there isa general provision that where | 
the offense is infamous it must be prosecuted 


In some of the sections we have stricken out 
‘*indictment’? and put in .‘ prosecution” 


eclares that where the crime is in- 


: according to the Constitution, and when not 


nnd shall be liable to prosecution and punishment `: 
therefor, as provided in the nineteenth section of : 


this act for persons guilty of any of the crimes therein 
specified. g : < 

Strike out all of the twenty-first section, and in 
Jicu thereot insert the following, to come in assec- 
tion twenty-three: ‘ 


And be st further enacted, That whenevor any person | 


shall be defeated or 
office, except elector of President or Vice President, 
Representative or Delegate in-Congress, or member 


tion of servitude, his right to hold and enjoy such 
office and the emoluments thereof shall not be im- 
paired by such denial; and such person may bring 
any appropriate suit or proceeding to recover pos- 
session of such office: and in cases where it shall 
appear that the sole question touchia t 
such office arises out of the denial of the right to 
vote to citizens who 80 offered to vote, on account of 


race, color, or previous condition of servitude, such | 


suit or proceeding may be instituted in the circuit or 

istrict court of the United States of the circuit or 
district in which such person resides; and said cir- 
cuit or district court shall have, concurrently with 
the State courts, jurisdiction thereof so faras to: 
dtermine the rights of the parties to such office by 


reason of the denial of the right gaarantied ‘by the 


fifteenth article of amendments to the Constitution: 
of the United States and secured by this ast. 
. And that the Senate agree to the same. f 

That the House agree to the Senate amendmetit' 

to the title of the bill. 
oo WILLIAM M. STEWART, 
GEO. F. EDMUNDS, 
Managera on the nart of the Senate. 
JOHN A. BINGHAM, oS 
NOAH DAVIS, i 
Managers on the part of the House. 

Mr. STEWART. I will explain in a few 
moments the character of these amendments, 
if the Seeretary will send me back the report. 

Mr. BAYARD. I would ask whether the 
honorable Senator proposes to debate this 
matter in its present shape? i 

Mr. STEWART. I propose to explain to 
the Senate the report. ; 
- Mr. BAYARD. What is the effect, then, 
of the motion of my friend from New Jersey, 
that this report be laid on the table and 
printed? „iE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 
will be in order whenever the. Senator from 
Nevada yields the floor. - 

Mr. STOCKTON. That motion was made, 
and withdrawn simply to permit the report to 
be read. eo 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
could not be made while the report was read- 
ing. The Senator from Nevada made the 
report and desired to have it read. He re- 
tained the floor while the report was reading, 
and it could not be taken from him by the 
motion to lay on the table. . 

Mr. STOCKTON. I should like to know 
when the Senator has finished his explana- 
tion, in order to make the motion 1 have 
indicated. 


the title to | 


deprived of his election to any | 


of a State Legislature, by reason of the denial to any |. 
citizen or citizens who shall offer to vote of the right ': 
to vote on account of race, color, or previous condi- | 


i sert a proviso. 


issued under this act ;’’ so that the section will | 


ment, as the prosecution may elect to pursue. . 
These changes are ‘only to make the bill har- | 
monious in that regard, not intending to change | 
its effect. - aag, : 

In section thirteen there is an amendment | 
of some little importance, although it makes | 


_ it just what the Judiciary Committee intended | 


as follows: 


That it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States to. employ such part of the land or | 
naval forces of the United States, or of the militia, . 
as shall bedeemed necessary to prevent the vidlation | 
and enforce the due execution of this act. i 

The conference committee recommend the 
striking out of all this section after the word 
“be” in the fourth line and inserting ‘‘ neces- ‘ 
sory to aid in the execution of judicial process. - 


it originally should be. Section thirteen reads | 


read, when amended: 


x 5 q “ad 

That it shall be lawful for the President of the | 
United States to employ such part of the Iand or 
naval forces of the United States, or of the militia, | 
ag shall begecessary to aid in the execution of judi- | 
cial process issued under this act, Ñ 


. Mr, SAULSBURY, . I wish to ask the Sen- 
ator & question. He speaks of the thirteenth, 
section. Jn the bill which he reported from | 
the Judiciary Committee there were but twelve 
sections. I. want to ask him whether section 


twelve now stands in the bill? sa, eae AN 
Mr. STEWART, The section I just read is |: 


section twelve, as originally printed. 
. Mr. SAULSBURY.. 


United States to employ such part of the land or 
naval forces of the United States, or of the militia, 
as shall be deemed. necessary to prevent the viola- | 
tion and enforce the due execution of this act. 


Mi tietan ie tag at | southern States, and he received one thousand 


_ White votes, and there were fifteen hundred 
i colored voters all ready to vote for him, but 


Mr. STEWART. The section stands as I 
have just read it.. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. 


That is section twelve, 
as reported. eS 


Mr. STEWART. It was not passed aa rè ; order that that section should not cover any 


ported. As reported it authorized the Presi- 
dent, or such person as he might appoint, to use 
the land and naval forees. That was stricken 
out in the Senate, so-that.it now. reads, as pro- | 


posed to be amended by this report: f: 


. That it shall be lawfal for the President of the 
United States to employ such part of the land or 
naval forces of. the United States, or of the militia, 
as shall be necessary to aid in the execution of judi- 
cial process issued under this act. 


Then in section sixteen the word “ emigrat- 
ing,’’ where it occurs twicg in that section, is 
stricken out, and ‘‘immigrating’’ inserted, 
which is a mere verbal correction. . 

Then in gection nineteen we strike out ‘‘in- 
dictment’’ and insert “ prosecation.’’ That is 
for the I 
purpose 1 have already explained, to make the 
bill uniform. , 

In section twenty the same change again 
occurs. At the end of section twenty we in- 
That seetion relates to regis- | 


It reads: i! 
- That it shall be lawful for the President of the |: 


, is intended to simplify the evidence. 


tration. J will explain that this and the fol- 
lowing sections have reference to the evidence 
to be used for the enforcement of the amend- 
ment that was first proposed by the Senator 


| from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] and subsequently 


modified by the Senator from Maine, [ Mr. 
Hamu. } 
It was suggested that the registration men- 


‘tioned in the last sections of the Senate bill 


and the provisions included in those sections 


| against fraudulent voting, repeating, &c., only 


related to the election of members of Congress ; 
whereas at the same election State officers 
were in some States elected. They are voted 


| for on one ticket, and men are registered for 


the purpose of voting not only for members of 
Congress, but for State officers. This proviso 
If a 


_ person registers in order to vote at a general 
i simply to harmonize the bill. ` It will be gov- :: 
- erned by the provisions of the eighth section, 


election where a member of Congress is to be 
chosen, the provision is that it shall be regarded 
as a violation of the act, if he fraudulently regis- 


: ters, although other persons are to be elected 


£ . :, infamous it may be by information or indict- `; 
advise any voter, person, or officer to do any a 


besides members of Congress. The proviso is: 


Provided, That every registration made under the 
laws of any State or Territory for any State or other 
election, at which such Representative or Delegate 
in Congress shall be chosen, shall be deemed a regis- 
tration within the meaning of this act, notwithstand- 
ing the same shall also be made for the purpose of 
any State, territorial, or municipal electoin. 


Sections twenty and twenty-one also apply 
to that matter of evidence. For instance, if 


a person goes to the polls and fraudulently 


votes or offers to vote a whole ticket the bur- 


' den of proof shall not be on the Government 


to prove, that in that ticket the name of a 
member of Congress was contained; but if 
he votes or offers to vote fraudulently at an 
election where tickets with the names of mem- 
bers of Congress are being received, it shall be 


: presumed that he voted for member of Qon- 


ress; and itis incumbent on him then to prove 
that his ticket did not have the name of a mem- 
ber of Congress on it. It is a mere regulation 
of the matter of evidence. That is all there is 
of these sections. It is a very important mat- 
ter, because it might be impossible to prove 
what was on the ticket; but if a man casts a 
raudulent vote, or offers to vote fraudulently 
at a poll where votes for members of Congress 
are being received, it shall be presumed that 
he voted for member of Congress, and he must 
show he didnot. i 

- Then the final section of the amendment 
passed by the Senate was intended by the Sen- 
ate undoubtedly to give a remedy in a specific 
case; that is, when persons offering to vote 
were denied the right to vote by reason of color 
the candidate defeated by reason of that denial 


; might go into the United States courts on that 


particular question, so that effect should be 


| given to the voice of the voters. For instance, 


if a sheriff was. to be elected in one of the 


who were excluded, he might go to the United 
States court and recover the office; but ia 


other case than that specific one, to give effect 
to votes denied for thia reason, the committee 
of conference have redrawn the section very 
earefully, narrowing it down to the particular 
issue where the right to vote.is denied for that 
specific reason; not drawing anything else 
before the United States courts, and for the 
purpose of giving effect to this fifteenth amend- 
ment. I will read the section as reported by 


|; the conference committee; it will explain itself 


probably better than I can explain it: 
_ And ba it further enacted, That whenever any per- 


: gon shall be defeated or deprived of his election to 


: any office, except elector of 


resident or Vice Pres- 


: ident, Representative or Delegate in Congress, or 


| 


purpose of accomplishing the same | member of a State Legislature, b 


reason of tho 
denial to any citizen or citizens who shall offer to 
vote of the right to vote on account of race, color, 
or previous condition of servitude, the right to hold 


i; and enjoy such ofticeand the emoluments thereofshall 


not be impaired by such denial; and such person 
may bring any appropriate suit or proceeding to 
recover possession of such office; and in cases where 
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itehnlt appear that the sole question touching the 
title to such office arises out of the denial of the 
right to vote to citizens who so offered to vote, on 
account of race, color, or previous condition of ser- 
vitude, such suit or proceeding may be instituted in 
the circuit or district court of the United States of 
and said circuit or district court shall have concur- 
rently with the State courts jurisdiction thereof so 
far as to determine the right of the parties to such 
ofico by reason of the denial of the right guaran- 
tied 


this act. 
That is, it carries out the design of the sec- 
tion, as it was adopted by the Senate, precisely, 


but ina little more guarded language, narrow- 
ing it down to the particular issue to give effect 


to the fifteenth amendment, allowing the voter |: 


not only the right to vote, but the right to have 
his vote counted and to be made effective. 
These are all the amendments. 


more harmonious, and carry out the design of 
the Senate precisely in the bill passed by them. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I now move that the 
report be laid on the table and printed; and 
I desire simply to say one word in that con- 
nection. Being on the conference committee 
I did not sign the report. Itis proper for me to 
call the attention of the Senate, on this motion, 
to the fact that whole sections liave been intro- 


duced which have never been before the Sen- | 


by tho fifteenth article of amendments to the |. 
Constitution of the United States, and secured by | 


They do): 
not change any of the essential features of the | 
bill as it passed the Senate, but make it alittle | 


" but I withdraw the motion 


i istrict € : c i t io may be heard. 
the circuit or district in which such person resides; `: Senator from Ohio may 


ate heretofore. 1 suppose, perhaps, one third | 


of the bill as it now stands—I may be in error 
in the calculation—but a very large proportion 
of the bill, I think three new sections, have 
been introduced that have never been ‘before 
the Senate hitherto. f 
Although I could not sign the report because 
I disapproved of the bill itself and in very seri- 
ous particulars of many 
my *mpression is, as 


the bill is better than it left the Senate ; but it 


of the amendments, yet | 
was going to say, that | 
'i fine, and I believe in one instance with disqual- 


ʻi who will get up on the floor and assert that 

ii he expects this bill to be known in perhaps a | 
county in Virginia if it passes this day, at the |! 
| time the election takes place. In no one town- 
of Virginia will any judge of election or || 


| 


i feom New Jersey; but I understand that the | 


| guide his action, 


Hh 


would, perhaps, be a little more proper for me : 


to say that it is not quiteso bad. Bat certainly ` 


in regard to a bill of this importance, involv- 
ing great constitutional questions, as it cer- 
tainly does, and in some respects new consti- 
tutional questions, we shou 
see it in print and know what the changes are 
before we vote upon it. 

Mr. President, recollect that this bill was 


hurried through the Senate at a prolonged 


night session ; that it was asserted on the floor 
in the middle of that night that Senators voting 
for that bill did not know what it was; that 
a bill which came from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, a bill to enforce the fifteenth amend- 
ment, became a bill to enforce the fourteenth 
and fifteenth amendments and with something 
about Chinese immigration, and also a bill for 
the military possession of the election polls. 
The circumstance which has been stated by 
the Senator from Nevada, that the section 
giving the President the right to take military 


possession of the polls has been so altered by- 


the committee of conference as only to per- 
mit him to do so in pursuance of legal pro- 
cess, shows the importance of consideration 
and deliberation. 

I rose simply to call attention to what the 
Senator from Nevada had said in explanation 
of theimportant and serious questions involved, 
and to suggest that we should be permitted 
to see in print a bill of this serious and grave 
import before it is finally passed. Iam sure 
in a matter of so much importance this is very 
little to ask of the courtesy of the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
New Jersey to withdraw his motion for a 
moment, and I will renew it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Chair understand the Senator from New Jersey 
to move to lay the report on the table? 

Mr. STOCKTON. I did make that motion 
with a motion to print; and I ask the Chair 
whether that combined motion is debatable? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not 

debatable. The Chair would have interrupted 


the Senator from New Jersey ; but he treated | 


d be allowed to 


I ask my friend from || 


| dissement in all France until it has been noti- 
| fied there, as it is called in the language of the 


i ship 


: effect until.it has been notified. It takes effect 
| in Paris before it takes effect in Lyons, because 


| elections, throughout the State of Virginia—— 


what he said as simply an indication of his 
intention to move to lay the report on the table. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Idid intend to move it; 
in order that the 


Mr. THURMAN. I do not propose to 
repeat what has been so well said by my friend | 


Senator who made the report from the com- | 
mittee of conference said something about an 


election to take place in Virginia the day after |' 
‘ to-morrow as a reason for passing this bill at |; 
: once. 
and I will thank him if he will restate what he | 
` gaid on the subject. 


I was out of the Senate at the time, 


ii that is to put! 


al election would occur somewhere else on 
the following day? Does not the same objec- 
tion obtain with regard to passing it on any 
day in the year? Do you know the days of 
the municipal elections of all the cities and 
towns in this country? And do not the people 
of Virginia know that the things which are 
forbidden in this bill are wrong in themselves? 
Mr. THURMAN. Why, what a question 
Do they not know that these 
There area 


things are wrong in themselves? 
s that are 


great many things wrong in themselve 


not punishable by the criminal law. There is 


a world of things that are wrong in themselves 


` that the criminal law does not take hold of; and 


Mr. STEWART. Certainly; there will be . 
- an election there the day after to-morrow, and 
' I am very anxious they should have a fair elec- 
tion. It is important to pass this bill in order 


to enable them to have it. 
Mr. THURMAN. Now, Mr. President, let 


us see what this is to be; bat first I willask |: 
; further what election is that? 


Mr. STEWART. A municipal election. | 

Mr. THURMAN. Where? 

Mr. STEWART. In Richmond. 

Mr. THURMAN. Richmond alone? 

Mr. MORTON. No; all over the State. 

Mr. SUMNER. All over Virginia. 

Mr. THURMAN. Now, of all the reasons 
in the world that is the best reason why this 
bill should not be passed. There is no Senator 


any individual have the text of this bill to 
and yet this bill which is to 
take effect immediately is to punish men with 
imprisonment in the penitentiary as well as. 


ification to hold office, when not one man in 


the whole State of Virginia will know what the || 


bill is. I submit if it is proper to do that, I 
ask Senators how they could defend themselves 
if they: were to do that. 

è have in the State of Ohio, an® we have 
in several other States, a constitutional pro- 
vision that Jaws shall not take effect until a 
certain time after they are passed, in order to 
give full opportunity for the people to know 
what the law is. That is the law even in the 
empire of France, that a Jaw shall not take 


it is notified in Paris before it is notified in 
Lyons; but it takes effect in no single arron- 


French law. It takes effect nowhere until the 
local authorities have received an official copy 
from the Government and been notified of the 
existence of the law, in order that the people 
may not be entrapped into a violation of the 
aw. ` 

That principle, which is gh oo in an em» 
pire, an empire as despotic as that of France, 
is proposed to be overridden here in a repub- | 
lican Government, and the people all over a | 
State are to be subjected to fine and imprison- | 
ment in the penitentiary for a violation of a- 
law of which they have no more knowledge | 
than they have of the laws of China. I ask | 
the Senate if it can, with any sort of self- 
respect, with any sort of regard for justice, | 
make this the law-of the land to-day? : 

Now, sir, here is even a greater reason than 
that suggested by my friend from New Jersey; 
but surely that ought to be enough. Surely this 
Senate ought not, under the idea of affecting 
a set of municipal elections, wholly municipal 


Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. S 

Mr. SAWYER. I should like to ask. the 
Senator, if we passed this bill on any other 
day, he has reason to believe that no munici- 


the gentleman might just as well say that we 
should pass a law here to-day to make it pun- 
ishable for a man to kiss his wife on Sunday, 
for thatwas once considered wrong. [Laughter. ] 
Certainly it is wrong to kiss another man’s 
wife, and he therefore might make ita peni- 
tentiary offense to kiss another man’s wife, 


` and make it the law to-day on the ground that 


everybody knows that it is wrong to do that 


i! thing! 


Mr. DRAKE. I wish to ask the honorable 
Senator from Ohio a question for information. 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. DRAKE. I should like to know where 


in the world it ever was made unlawful for a 


man to kiss his wife on Sunday. [Laughter.] 
Mr. THURMAN. In the blue laws of Con- 
necticut. My friend ought to know that, and 
men were punished for it. 
Mr. DRAKE. Has the Senator from Ohio 


: ever seen a certified copy of that law? 


Mr. THURMAN. 1 have seen what is con- 
sidered a historical copy. I have never seen 
a copy certified under the seal of the secretary 
of State. 

Mr. DRAKE. 
fied copy of it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The Senator can see 
it inthe Congressional Library. I have a copy 
of it in my library. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Mis- 
souri, with all his learning, has not seen all 
the laws which are or have been in force. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I think the Senator 
from Ohio would want a certificate of the char- 
acter of one Sam Peters, who wrote that his- 


tory. s 
Mr. THURMAN. I did not intend to get 
up any difficulty on that subject. I will take 
that illustration back, if my friend from Con- 
necticut, for whom I have the highest respect, 
says that the history is wrong. 1 have seen a 
copy of the law. You have got it in your Con- 
ressional Library. ‘I‘here I first saw it; there 
first read it. 

- But if that isnot so, we know very well that 
there are a great many things morally wrong 
which the law does not make criminal; and it 
will not do, therefore, to say that the thing 
forbidden is morally wrong. There are things 
punished in this bill that are not morally wrong, 
perhaps it will be found on examination; but 
at all events the people of the country are en- 
titled to know what the law is. For more than 
two thousand years the names of certain Ro- 
man law-makers have been infamous in the 
world because they caused the laws to be hung 
up on columns so high that the people could 
not read them, and they violated the law with- 
out knowing what the law.was. For more than 
two thousand years that has been an example 
of infamy in the history of the world. And 
now it is proposed that here, in the nineteenth 


I should like to see a certi- 


| century, the Senate of the United States shall 


hurry a bill through in order that the eople 
in a State who are to hold an election the day 
afterto-morrow may be convicted under a law 


| of which they can by no possibility have any 


knowledge whatsoever. Why, sir, that is the 
last reason that ought to be given in the Ameri- 
can Senate for passing such a law. 

Now, I ask asa simple matter of justice that 
these proposed amendments may be printed, 


| that we may know what they are, that we may 
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compare that with the original bill. We can- 
not do that unless we have them on our tables 
and have an opportunity to compare that with 
the biil as it passed the Senate. Then we 
shall know what we are to vote upon. 


| 
| 


If no one wishes to speak on the subject I. 


shall move to lay the report on the table, and 
that it be printed ; but Rf any one desires to 
speak, of course, having made a speech my- 
self. | shall not make that motion now, but 
will make it at the proper time. 

Mr. DRAKE, r. President, I find very 
few occasions when I can agree with the hon- 
diners Sannar from Ohio who has just taken his 

3 but on this occasion I do agree with him- 

Mr. THURMAN. Thank a 

Mr. DRAKE. Fora wonderful thing, that 
Senator is right for once. [Laughter.] I do 
not think we ought to hurry a bill of this kind 
through, that is to go into operation perhaps 
on the very day of that election, with a view 
to make it operative on that election. I think 
the Senator from Ohio is right; I think we 
ought to take the bill deliberately. 


while to get into any great excitement on this 
particular point, Every law tiat we have 
passed this session and the last session, and 


tor the last forty years, except occasionally a 
tariff law, has gone into effect on its passage, . 


and a great many of those laws have had crim- 
inal sections; just as the English Parliament 
has always passed laws, and nobody has ever 
stopped hitherto with a view to see whether or 
not any instance would arise on the next day 
to which the law might or might not apply. It 


| 


These honorable Senators have a better bill. 


now by the action of this conference committee 
than they had before. 


ible of amendment. Everything has been said 


' against the bill, it seems to me, that can be 


said ; and therefore there is no particular rea- 
son why it shoald be postponed. I think we 
ought to proceed in the usual way in reference 


_ to thia bill, Elections are occurring in all parts 
: of the country at different times, and we can- 


not act with particular reference to an election 
in one place or an election in another place. 


Let us adept the usual course in reference to ` 


this bill, and it will operate as other bills do 
that take effect upon their passage. It will work 


: an inconvenience perhaps to some persons in 


some localities, just like other bills we pass, but 
generaily its effect will be good and beneficial. 
Mr. STOCKTON. I stated, as the Senator 


. from Oregon correctly says, that I thought this 


bill had been improved by the conference com- 


mittee; but it does not seem to me that the : 


fact that in my judgment it has been improved 


E © should be a reason why the Senate should not 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I do notthink it is worth 


have it printed, when 1 also asserted, as I did, 


that large portions of new matter are inserted, | 


attempting to reach new difficulties in the way 


' of the proper enforcement of the fifteenth 


has always been found in practice that if any- ` 


body has been convicted under a law of which 
he was ignorant, on account of its recent pas- 
sage, he is immediately pardoned. There is 
a provision for all such cases, which has been 
found in practice in all civilized countries to 
be perfectly adequate. Therefore, unless we 


amendment. 
For example, the report reads: 


In line nineteen, after the word “shall,” insert 
the word ‘‘ wrongfully.” ; 


The Senate will recollect that in many places 


in this bill and in the various bills that were |! 


before the Senate I tried to induce the Senate 
to insert the words “ with intent to violate the 
fifteenth amendment,” or ‘‘ with intent to vio- 
late this act.’’ The insertion of that word 


; & wrongfully’ covers, to my mind, a great 
' danger that was contained in the original bill. 
. The insertion of that word will prevent persons 


intend to make an exception in this particalar |: 
case from all other laws, there is no reason | 


why we should go fast or slow, particalarly 
slow, in respect to disposing of a subject that 


has been under debate here for weeks, and | 


which is now again presented to the Senate in 
substantially the same form as before.. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to state one resa- 
son, similar to the one that has been stated by 
the Senator from Nevada, for the immediate 
passage of this bill. On the 6th day of June 
an election occurs in the State of Oregon for 
all State officers and members of the Legisla- 
ture. It is not at all probable that the passage 
of thie bill will be delayed in any possible way 
until after that date ; and to enable the people 
of the State of Oregon to become acquainted 


i isi this | that th 1! 
With 106 provisione pi Pon tay m al who does not know it, I should like to have 


| this bill printed, in order that I might explain 


may be governed by it on that day, I think it 
is necessary that this bill should be passed at 
once so that they can be advised of its pro- 
visions. Otherwise, they will act in ignorance 
of the provisions and requirements of this law, 
if its passage and its publication be delayed 
for several days, as proposed by the Senator 
from Ohio. ee 

This bill was subjected to some criticisms by 
me when it was before the Senate. 
examined the amendments that have been 
made by the committee of conference, and this 
report has remedied to a very great extent, if 
not altogether, the objections which I made to 
two different provisions of the bill. It is not 
difficult to see, as stated by the Senator from 
New Jersey, n 
by the action of the conference committee. It 
has been made more harmonious in its parts ; 
it has been made leas objectionable in some of 
its features; and therefore there can be no 
reason, as it appears-to me, why the bill should 
be laid on the table and printed. It isa better 
bill than it was when it passed the Senate. 

The report of the committee of conference 
is not susceptible of amendment, as I under- 
stand; so that if it be laid on the table and 
printed what advantage will resultto anybody? 


who do not intend to violatethe law from being 
drawn into a net. Therefore I say in that re- 
spect the bill is decidedly improved, and it is 
in some other respects. 

The amendment made to the last section of 


the original Senate bill is quitean improvement. | 


That section authorized the President to call 
out the Army and the naval forces to enforce 


i this bill.. The committee of conference have 


i attached te it a clause-that he may only do so 


in pursuance of judicial process. ‘That is a 
great safeguard. He has little more power 
by that than he has now. But then here are 
gome new sections altogether, which no gen- 
tleman in the Senate has ever considered; and 
I do not believe any gentleman who was not 


' on the conference committee, unless perhaps 
! he has been informed by the Senator from 
. Nevada, knows what the committee intended 


I have |; p 


by putting them in. If there is any gentleman 


to him what those clauses were put in for. 

Then the report goes on: 

Insert the following, to come in as section twenty- 
one. 

And there [exhibiting the report] is a large 
portion of a bill that was printed and intro- 
duced into the other House, inserted here, 
asted on, and we are to adopt that as part of 
this bill, without knowing why it was put there, 


' a new feature entirely, intended to reach a new 


difficulty, whieh I never heard suggested by 
anybody until we got into the committee of 
conterence: eo 


|” Spe. 21. Andbeit further enacted, That whenever, 


| of the preceding sections, 
of the offenses thereby created, to: prove that the |; 


| offered to vote, 


: by the laws of any State or Territory, the name of 


that the bill has been improved |! 23% candidate or person 


to be voted for as Represent- 
ative or Delegate in Congress, shall be required to be 
printed, written, or contained in any ticket or ballot 
with other candidates or persons to be voted for at 
the same election for State, territorial, municipal, 
or local officers, it shall be sufficient prima facie evi- 
dence, either for the purpose of indicting or convict- 
ting any person charged with voting or attempting 
or offering to vote unlawfully under the provisions 
or for committing either 


person so churged or indicted voted, orattempted or 
such ballot or ticket, or committed 
eitherof the offensesnamed in the preceding sections 
of this act with reference to such ballot. 


It isa bill not suscept- | 


- It appears thatin many States of this Union 
it is provided by law, orif not by law by cus- 
tom, that the elections for members of Con- 
gress shall be held at the same time that the 
i| Tocal elections are held. The tickets are in 
many cases printed as State tickets. It was 
. suggested that there might be difficulty in con- 
" victing a man of voting illegally for a member 
‘of Congress. The plain aud natural way to 
© meet that difficulty was to provide by law that 
. the elections should be held separately. As 
. you only have the right to reach one of them by 
your enactment, you should provide by law that 
', it should be held separately, and then, if aman 
` votes, the natural presumption of law, of course, 
| is that he votes for the member of Congress 
it 


whose name is upon the ticket. But in this 
| case the man may scratch his ticket, and every 
‘| one knows that at some elections the natural 
i! presumption is altogether that he did not vote 
| for a member of Congress. But you come in 
and provide a new rule of presumptions, an 
‘| nnnatural rule, and give no reason for it. It 
is in violation of the ordinary principles of 
evidence, and you give no reason mbulever 
for it. 
|| There is no reason, I should say, for it but 
the difficulty of attaining this end. The end 
is a proper end, I admit; the end we all want 
to attain by proper means and through the 
proper jurisdiction. The end is to punish the 
man who attempts to vote illegally. But it is 
i| not necessary, it is awkward, it is clumsy to 
go about forcing a presumption on the courts 
and forcing the person accused to rebutit. How 
is he to rebut it if he never showed his ticket 
to anybody? It will require him to do that. 
The very object of the ballot is that it shall be 
secret and private; that no man shall pry into 
i the voter’s affairs or how he shall vote. If 
you do not so pry into his affairs, if he has a 
right to keep his ballot secret, then when he 
i! comes and puts it in the ballot-box there is no 
| human being who by any possibility can prove 
' the contrary. When you presume it, when 
i; you make it a prima facie case, you really make 
it conclusive; and really if you charge a man 
l with this offense the evidence is conclusive 
against him. That is really the meaning of 
‘it. You absolutely,:according to my construc: 
tion, take away all power of defense from the. 
man who is charged in that way. Iam sure 
Senators will see that the proper’ eourse to 
attain the object desired is that which I sug- 
gest, to make them vote at separate times, make 
them vote on separate ballots. 
‘| ‘This matter has never been examined ; it has 
never been before the Senate ; it hasnever been 
before the Judiciary Committee; it has never 
been considered by any committee of the Sen- 
ate, and I doubt whetherit has been considered 
by any committee of the House, but it is sim- 
| ply put in here after a few moments’ conver- 
i sation which ought to have been on other 
subjects. When this is dragged in as new mat- 
ter in the committee of conference, why should 
the Senate vote upon it and adopt a clause of 
that kind which violates all the principles of 
evidence as we have them in the common law? 
The Senator from Ohio gave a most satisfac- 
| tory reason, I think; why there was no_neces- 
sity for pressing this bill now. ‘Ihe Senator 
from Vermont on the other side of the Cham- 
ber gave an equally satisfactory reason when 
he said that anybody convicted of violating this 
bill before it could be generally known would 
be immediately pardoned. If that be true 
: you do not want to go to the expense of trying 
| and convicting a man who is to beimmediately 
| pardoned. You do not want to do it merely 
i to stain his character. You do not want to 
| imitate the conduct of that. Roman emperor 
| 
l 


who hung the laws so high that nobody could 
read them in order that the people in their 
‘ ignorance might violate them. 
I have said all that I intended to say on this 
‘gubject. Sir, I wish to see fair elections in 
| this country. I have gone from poll to poll in 
l my own State and urged upon every audience 
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that came to listen to me that the only safety 
of this Republic was in fair elections. I think 
so still; and I am ready to join -with Senators 
on both sides of the Chamber with all my 
heart to do everyihing to purify the ballot- 
box. 
* Mortals that would follow me, 

Love Virtue; she alone is free; 

She can teach you how to climb 

Higher than the sphery chime; 

Or, if Virtue feeble were, 

Heaven itself would stoop to her.” 


Mr. SAULSBURY. It may not be proper 
for one who is so little acquainted with the 
rules of the Senate, and who professes to be 
so little acquainted with the rules of the Senate, 
to suggest an objection to-thia report on the 


ground of order; but while I do not profess to - 
be well acquainted with the rules of the Senate, | 


I know a little of ita practice, 

Now, sir, the Senator fram New Jersey has 
stated that there has been incorporated into 
this report of the conference committee entirely 


new matter, entirely new sections, matter that - 


was never before the Senate, that was never 
before the House. I then submit to you, sir, 


as a point of order, that the Senate cannot : 


receive this report as the report of a committee 
of conference; and I will state to you a case 
since you have been in the Senate. 


A committee of conference was appointed, : 


according to my recollection, some eight or ten 
years ago, of which committee of conference 
Mc. Foster, of Connecticut, was a member. 


themselves to matters of disagreement between 
the two Houses, but attempted to incorporate 
into the bill new matter, distinct matter, mat- 


ter whieh had never been acted upon by either ` 


House, matter to which - neither. House. had 


ever agreed, and according to my recollection ` 
the Senate refused to receive the report of the - 


committee of conference, and a new commit- 
tee of conference was appointed. I speak from 
recolleetion : I may be mistaken—— 


Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator from Del- ; 


aware will allow me, I think I can refresh his || © 


recollection, for the matter is very clear in | 


my miad.: The question. there settled was that 
a committee of conference could not ineorpor- 
ate new matter in that portion of the bill to 
which both branches had agreed. ‘That was 
the point; I have a distinct recollection about 


it. Both branches having agreed to a certain | 


section of the bill, it was, so far as. their votes 
were concerned, concurred in, and it could 
not be changed. Therefore, you could not 
incorporate anything inte that or add to it; 
but new matter elsewhere, by way of an amend- 
ment upon matter as.to which the two branches 
had disagreed, never has been denied in this 
body in the world. 

Mr. DAVIS. I recollect very 
sion and the decision of the Senate referred 
to by the honorable Senator from Delaware. 
The point was raised by Senator Foster. Ac- 
cording to my recolleetion this was the point 
which was then raised and then decided: that 
there was nothing before the committee of con- 
ference except the points of disagreement 
between the two Houses. You caanot get any- 
thing legitimately and properly before a.com- 
‘mittee of conference except some point that is 
in disagreement between the two Houses. 

If there is any matter introduced in this 
report of the committee of conference that is 
outside of, exterior to the poiuts of disagree- 
‘ment between the two Houses, it is not legit- 
imately, aceording to my understanding of the 
powers and duties of a committee of confer- 
ence, competent for them to introduce it, and 
to present it to the consideration and for the 
‘adoption of the two Houses. : 

What is the meaning, force, and effect of the 
term “ committee of conference,” and what is 
the power derived from the force and effeet of 
the term? Itis not to hunt up new matter ; it 
is not to consider whether there are not other 
propositions and other distinct and new mat- 
ters outside of the bill that may be more accept- 


well the occa: | 


| 


able to the Senate; that may be more just or 
wise as propositions of legislation, It is sim- 
ply to endeavor to bring the two Houses toa 
reconciliation on the point or points on which 
they are in disagreement. To say that this 
power of reconciliation may extend entirely 
outside of points that are in controversy and 


-in dissent between the two Houses, in my ' 


judgment is not sanctioned either by the lan- 


guage which denominates a committee of con- ` 
ference or by any parliamentary rule of practice -: 


` according to which the powers and the duties 


' of committees of conference have been settled. ' 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish to make one 
other remark on the point that I make. With 
all due deference to the Senutor from Maine, 


who has had much more experience on this ` 


subject than I have, I must say that my recol- 
lection of the case to which I referred is very 


` distinct. ' 


' shall pass this body. It has then passed the . 


To show why the objection which I made 
should be considered as sound, I shall present 
a case. Take tire case of the appropriation 
bill which is now under consideration, when it 


two Houses. The Senate has amended it, and 


` it will go back to the House of Representa- 


tives as amended. There are certain points 


‘| in the bill upon which there has been no joint ` 
agreement of the two Houses, but a disagree- | 
‘ment, 


Suppose that the committee of con- 


. ference, when they get together to consider 
r a : those matters of disagreement, should add a 
The committee of eonfereuce did not confine © 


new section, or a dozen new sections, incor- | 


_ porating in. their report the river and harbor 


bill, or any other appropriation bill whieh has 


‘never been considered by the Senate or by 


‘the House, containing distinct matter, but all 
‘relating to the subject of appropriations. 
. submit to you, air, whether such a report could | 


I 


' be received; and if it could not be received, 

: it must be upon the ground that the subject- 
‘' matter embodied in the report was new. mat- 
: ter that had never been before either House 


| legislation. 


for consideration. 

New matter, if presented in a separate bill, 
cannot be considered on the same day on which 
it is ptowented.. . It requires to go through cer- 
tain forms of legislation bdthin the Senate and 
inthe House. Here is new matter incorpor- 
ated in this report, according to the statement 
of the Senator from New Jersey. We have 
not hed time to read nor to hear what that new 
matter is; but according to the statement of 


one of the committee of conference there is | 
perfectly new matter; new matter, according - 


to his declaration, to the extent of one third 


of the report, which has never been considered |; 


by either House of Congress; and yet this 
Senate is called upon in this summary way, 


without any of those forms of legislation which ;: 
guard and surround with caution the legislation |, 
of this body, to incorporate into a bill, to make | 
part of a bill matter to the extent of one third |, 


of a bill, wholly new and distinct in its prin- 
ciples. 
I submit to you, sir, if this point be over- 


ruled, that this Senate is surrendering to a‘ 
! committee of conference its whole power of 
| legislation and the whole power of the legis- | 
| lation of the other House. 


which soars far beyond any technicality of 


order which may be found in your rules. Itis | 
a principle which underlies your whole system | 
j of legislation, and goes to the security of your 
You could just as well allow thia | 


eommiitee of conference in its report to make 


a part of this bill the appropriation bill re- | 


cently under consideration, but which has 


| not passed, or the river and harbor bill, ora 
i bill to appropriate money for totally distinct 


objeets, as you can incorporate or allow to be 


i incorporated in its report this new matter 


which has been incorporated. 

Mr. DAVIS. There is one singleidea which 
I intended to suggest when I-was up before, 
but I omitted to do so. It is this: if a com- 
mittee of conference can go outside of the 
points in dispute between the two Houses the 


It is a question | 
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power of a committee of conference is illimit- 

able; they may introduce any other matter that 
| they may choose. There is a constitutional 
| provision which requires that bills introduced 
‘| into the two Houses of Congress shall he read 
`- severally upon three several daysin each House. 
: That is a constitutional provision, intended to 
guard the deliberation of legislation. Now, 
| according to the principle of the Senator from 
` Maine, and what is now contended for as to 
the powers of committees of conference, that 
provision of the Constitution could be wholly 
evaded in this way. 

A committee of conference may introduce 
any other bill into their agreement and recom- 
mend itas part of their report to the two Houses 
respectively. Suppose there is an important 
` bill pending before either House, and it has 

been read but once, and the second reading of 

the bill has been objected to on the same day 

in the House in which it is pending. Accord- 

ing to the principle and doctrine now contended 

for, that bill which has been read but once, 
| and the second reading of which has been ob- 
jected to, and the objection sustained upon the 
constitutional principle, may be introduced by 
a committee of conference as a part of a bill 
that has been referred to the decision of a com- 
mittee of conference, and they may go outside 
of the points upon which the two Houses have 
disagreed, and introduce that new and distinct 
bill as additional matter in the bill upon which 
they are conferring, as has been done in the 
present case. What would be the effect? The 
effect would be to introduce a bill that had 
been read but once, the second reading of which 
had been objected to in the House in which it 
was pending, on the ground that it could not 
be read twice on the same day, because the 
constitutional provision prohibited it, and that 
constitutional provision could be evaded and 
would be nullified by introducing a bill which 
had been read but once, as a part of the report 
of a committee of conference. 

Sir, such a course of legislation as that, and 
the adoption of such a principle in the deliber- 
ations and actions and reports of committees 
of conference, and in the acting upon reports 
of committees of conference by Congress, 
would completely nullify and render void that 
careful provision in the Constitution which 
requires that bills shall be read three times on 
as many several days, except by the unan- 
imous consent of the body... { think that the 
exception and objection taken and made by 
the Senator from Delaware is properly taken. 

Mr. THURMAN. I propose to say a few 
words in reply to the remarks which have been 
\ made in answer. to what I said before, and 
| first, the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 


:| SAWYER] asks me how I can fix any day for 
this law to take effect that will not be close 
upon some municipal election; and the Sen- 
ator from Vermont [ Mr. Epmunps] says that it 
| has been the genera! practice to pass lawg even 
| containing penal provisions, to take effect im- 
‘| mediately upon their passage, or rather their 
| approval by the President. In the first place, 
‘| I bave to say to both those Senators and to the 
Senate that the proper mode of avoiding both 
those difficulties is to make .a penal statute 
: take effect at some future day. 
| _ Mr. EDMUNDS. Did I not state the prac- 
i; tice correctly? 
| Mr. THURMAN. No,sir; I think not; bat 
| if the practice were that way it was ma@lus usus, 
i! and abolendus est would be the proper thing to 
|, say about it; not abolendus est, for it is not 
‘ abolished, but it should be abolished.. That is 
‘| the proper way to avoid all those difficulties. 
: If you pass a criminal statute make it take 
effect at a future day. 
i Now, as to the practice, I will not undertake 
i to say how it is in respect to the statutes of the 
<; United States.. None of us are as familiar 
| with them as we are with the statutes of our 
| own States; but my belief is—for I have been 
|, conversant with a great many of-them, and 
|| have had to be so—that in a large majority of 
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cases the penal statutes of the United States 
have been made to take effect at a future day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, The Senator cannot pro- 
duce an instance, except in some tariff acts, 


on account of goods being imported and on 
the way. 
Mr. THURMAN. Well, sir, I think it is the 


case with most of the penal statutes of the Uni- 
ted States that the act is made to take effect at 


and those not on account of any penalties, but ` 


lation, criminal laws are made to take effect at 
a future day. So strong is this principle of 
justice, so plain is it, that it is now incorporated 
into almost every constitution formed in the 
United States within the last fifteen years, that 


: no law shall take effect until a future day after 
: its passage, atime prescribed in the constitution 


' after its 


passage, unless for public reasons 


'; requiring its immediate passage, and upon a 


a future day; that is my impression. But, sir, | 


if it is not so it ought to be so; and so strong 
is the reason for its being so, so manifestly just 


made part of the fundamental law of the State 
of Ohio under our new constitution ; and I 
believe the same thing is incorporated into 
almost every State constitution that has been 


adopted since that time, that laws shall not. 


take effect until a given time after their enact- 


ment——. 
Mr. SHERMAN. TI should like to ask my 
colleague— 


Mr. THURMAN. Allow mefirsttofinishthe | 


sentence. Unless for reasons that require them 
to take effect immediately and upon a two- 
thirds vote of the Legislature, they are made 
to take effect at once. 

question of my colleague. 


Mr. SHERMAN. My colleague seems to . 


complain that the committee of conference, in 
their report, did not propose to have this act 
take effect at some futuretime. There was no 
such provision as that either in the House bill 
or the Senate bill; and I should like to know 
what authority the committee of conference 


| 
| 


: at once. 


vote of two thirds of each branch of the Gen- 
eral Assembly it shall be made to take effect 
That is a principle of justice so plain 


n fe € - that no man can controvert it. 
and proper is it that it ought to be so, that itis _ 


But the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Ep- 


' MUNDS] was pleased to say that the right rem- 


edy in such a case as this, and, as I understood 


‘ him, the practice in such cases was to allow a 
man to be convicted under the law of which | 


i 


he had no knowledge, and then 


I put it to my friend if he ever knew such a 


case in the United States? I put it to him if ` 


he ever knew a man to be convicted under a 
law which took effect before he eould have any 
knowledge of it whatsoever, and then pardoned 


' by the Executive? I am an older man than 


my friend from Vermont, and I never heard 


' of such a case in the United States. 


Now I will hear the | 


Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask my friend a! 


question right there? 
Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir. 


of a case in the United States where a man 


: was convicted of an offense against a statute 
. which it appeared he was ignorant of, on ac- 
‘ count of its recent passage, at the time he 


' committed the act? 


would have had to report new matter of that | 


kind? 

Mr. THURMAN. I made nosuch complaint. 
My colleague is entirely mistaken. What I was 
doing was answering what was said by the Sen- 
ator from Nevada, that we should pass this bill 
immediately to operate upon every man in Vir- 


Mr. THURMAN. Never, sir; never. The ' 
' sense of justice of every man, however de- | 


. praved he might be, would revolt at such a 
: thing as that; and I never knew a man prose- 


ginia at the election the day after to-morrow. | 


Mr. SAULSBURY. Will my friend allow 
me to ask the honorable Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. Saran a question? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If the committee of 
conference had no right to incorporate suchi 
new matter as that in their report, what right 
have they to incorporate several new sections 
relating to new matter, as is stated by the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
dor to the Senator from Delaware that I do 
not think there is anything in the point made 


ra 


I will say in perfect can- | 


by him in regard to tbis conference report, 80 | 


far as I understand parliamentary law. 


struck tbe whole of it out and inserted another. 


The conferees of the House accept our propo- | 
sition with amendments looking to the same | 


general object which is embraced in both bills; 
that is to prevent frauds in elections; an 
especially they accept our proposition as to 


crimes committed at elections for members | 
of Congress, with certain rules in regard to | 


evidence. If Senators are really in earnest in 
urging this as an objection to the conference 
report, I must say that I do not think there is 
anything in that beyond the usual custom of 
conferees upon a proposition of amendment 
that reaches to the whole bill before the con- 
ferees. Indeed I have known much greater 
liberties taken by conferees without objection. 

Mr. THURMAN.. I have not spoken on 
this question of order. All that I wish to say 
about it is that if the committee could incor- 
porate as new a provision such asis incorporated 
in this bill, a provision which reverses the whole 
rules of evidence, and that makes it impossible, 
as I shall presently show, fora man to avoid 
conviction unless he gives up his right to a 
secret ballot; if the committee could do that, 
they could make the law take effect at a future 


Bat that is not the question I was discussing. 
As I said, in all enlightened and hamane legis- 


The ! 
House passed one proposition. The Senate | 
i know very well what it is. 


| nobody will be prosecuted. 


cuted under such circumstances. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Then your friends are | 


not in danger. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ah! do not talk about 
my friends. The Senator’s friends are quite as 
likely to violate election laws as are my friends ; 
and {Í think if the history of this country was 
gone into it would be found that they have 
violated them quite as often, if not oftener. 

- But it will not do for the Senator to say that 
The gentleman 
who has this bill in charge asks that it may be 


| passed in order that the people of Virginia may 


be prosecuted for violating a law of which they 
have no knowledge. 

Mr. STEWART. No, no. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is what your argu- 
ment was. 

Mr. STEWART. Let me state it. This 
bill has been pending for a longtime. They 


Mr. THURMAN. Who knows what it is? 
. Mr. STEWART. They know very well its 
general provisions. 

Mr. THURMAN. There are not five Sen- 
ators on this floor who know what it is. 

Mr. STEWART. They know very well its 
general provisions. I think they know them 
better in Virginia than Senators do, as they 
have paid more attention tothe subject. There 
is no doubt about that. Ithas been published 
in their newspapers. Let it be telegraphed 
that this law has passed, and you will have no 
criminal prosecutions. 


inquiry, 80 


the fact, that this is to apply at the election 
there—not the registration; that has all passed 
over; and whatever relates to elections in this 
bill is a crime any way, committed anywhere. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator has stated 
his proposition. Now, let us see how it is 
practically. If both Houses agree to this con- 
ference committee report to-day, what then? 
The bill has to be enrolled. Then it must 
be signed by the Vice President and by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Then it must go to thé President. The Con- 
stitution supposes that the President will at 


You will put them on | 
that they will not go to the polls | 
with a view to committing these offenses. Mark | 
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ardon him. | 


i He must at least read the bill. 


least take time to read it. The Constitution 
does not suppose that the President will blindly 
put his name toa bill, certainly not one of this 
importance, certainly not one as novel as this, 
upon the faith that he may repose in any body 
orin any Congress whatsoever. ‘The Constitu- 
tion requires him to exercise hisown judgment. 
When will you 
get the bill back, then? When can you get it 
back here, if the President performs his con- 
stitutional duty and reads the bill, so as to 
understand it? You cannot by any possibility 
get it back here before this time to morrow ; 


: and then for the first time, at this time to- 
‘| morrow, would the bill become a law. Within 


twelve hours after that, orsomething like that, 
the polls are to be opened over, it is said, the 
whole State of Virginia. ` 

Now, the Senator says that if you do this it 
will put the people of Virginia, two or three 
hundred miles from here, on inquiry. Inquiry 
about what? Inquiry about the bill that the 


i; President has. signed; and the President can- 


i not sign the bili and return it to Congress 


: before this time to-morrow if this bill should 


'| merely to keep people from voting at all. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Iask himif he ever heard , 


| us look into that a moment. 
i Oregon says that it is necessary to pass this bill 


| go at railroad speed or even telegraphic speed 


in its consummation into a law. What-is the 
use of talking, therefore, about it? Itissimply 
to be used as an instrument in terrorem. a 
t 
is not to compel them to obey the law ; for 
they cannot know what the law is. It is not 
to prevent a violation of the law, for they can- 
not know what the law is. Itissimply to keep 
people from voting at all, in fear that they may 
be violating some law of which they know 
nothing, and which broods over them like a 
pestilence. That is the only effect it can have, 
to keep people from voting. If it is intended 
to keep people froin voting, if it is intended to 
keep away legal voters from the polls by hold- 
ing over them in terrorem something, as I said, 
that broods over them like a pestilence, then 
you may pass the bill, and let it go over the 
wires that Congress has passed a bill of pains 
and penalties, under which every officer will 
discharge his duties in fear, because he does 
not know what it is, and no voter can offer his 
vote in security, because he does not know that 
he is not incurring some penalty. If you want 
to pass it as a bill, to keep people from the 
polls the day after to-morrow, in Virginia, you 
can pass it. But if you mean that it is a bill 
to preserve the purity of elections the day after 
to-morrow in Virginia, it can have no such 

effect whatsbdever. 
But now we have the case of Oregon. Let 
The Senator from 


at once, in order that the people of Oregon may 
know what it is before the election, which, if 
I understood him correctly—and I hope he will 
correct me if I misunderstood him—is totake 
place on the 6thofnext month. Well, sir, this 
is the 24th day of May. This bill, sir, as Ihave 
shown, if it is hurried through with the speed 
of a war measure, cannot become a law until 
to-morrow, the 25th. Then there will be six 
days of this month left, and five days of next 
month, before the election in Oregon, making 
eleven days. vo. 
Now, I put it to the candor of my friend if 
he expects that at every election precinct in 
Oregon, a State as large as three or four of the 
States east of the mountains, a State in which 
the telegraph does not permeate every county, 
a State in which many of the counties are prin- 
cipally in the mountain districts, inhabited by 
miners, with no telegraph, no speedy com- 
munication of the mails, I ask him if he sup- 
poses that the people of Oregon will be in- 
formed in those eleven days of the provisions 
of this bill, so that the judges of election can 
know how to conduct themselves and the voters 
can know how to conduct themselves accord- 
ingly? The thing is simply impossible. It 
will be more than a month before the mount- 
aineers of Oregon will know of the passage 
of this bill after it has passed. It willbe more 
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than two months before they will be-acquainted 
with the text of this bill, That is the fact 
about it. Therefore, to say that you should 
pass it now and let it take effect now, in order 
that it may be known in Oregon, is simply to 
adduce a reason that, with great submission to 
my friend from Oregon, whose judgment I 
greatly esteem and whose candor Í admire, is 
not and cannot be a sufficient reason for pass- 
ing this bill to-day. ce 

Ir. WILLIAMS. I ask the Senator if he 
proposes tò delay the passage of this bill until 
after the 6th of June, or what he proposes to 
do about it? I understand him to desire to 
have the bill laid on the table and printed. Of 


sideration in the course of a day or two, and 
will inevitably pass and take effect before the 
6th day of June. Now, the sooner it passes 


the better for the people of Oregon. I willstate | 


to the Senator that the colored people (there 
are but few of them) in the State of Oregon 
who will be benefited by the passage of this 


bill reside in cities and at points to which the ` 
substance of this bill will be telegraphed in aday `: 
or two from the time of its passage. Iam very : 


anxious to have it passed, because some of the 
Democratic conventions in the State of Oregon 
have solemnly resolved to resist the exercise 
of the elective franchise by the black men of 
that State by force. I want to have them un- 
derstand that there is a law in force to prevent 
that. Thatis all that is necessary to secure 
the exercise of the franchise by the black men 
in Oregon. 

Mr. HOWARD. Do I understand the hon- 
orable Senator from Oregon to say that the 
Legislature of that State have passed a law 
pechini me ee citizens from voting ? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No, sir. I say that some 
of the Democratic conventions in some of the 


counties have resolved that they would resist | 


the exercise of the elective franchise by colored 

persons, by force at the polls. i 

_ Mr. HOWARD. 

we pass this act. 
.Mr. THURMAN. I believe I have: the 


floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- 
roy in the chair.) The Senator from Ohio 
is entitled to the floor, and must not be inter- 
rupted without his consent. - 

Ir, THURMAN. I haveno knowledge of 
that; bat.if there were such foolish people out 
there it would be no reason why such a great 
measure as thisshould be hurried through Con- 
gress in this way. When the Senator from 
Oregon assumes that this bill is to pass, he may 
be right for aught I know; but as a Senator 
here, supposing thatthe Senate is only desirous 
of passing a correct bill, I cannot assume that 
this bill will pass at all. Further, I cannot 
assume that if it does pass it will be made to 
take effect immediately upon its passage. . I 
should like tosee this report of the committee ; 
I should like to have it in print; I should like 
to see-what change it makes in the bill as it 
passed the Senate; and perhaps if every Sen- 
ator saw it this bill. would not pass just in this 
form; the report.of the committee of confer- 
ence would not be agreed to. Then what 
would take place? You would have another 
committee of conference and it would be per- 
fectly competent for that committee of coufer- 
ence, and [ believe it would be competent even 
now, to make this bill take effect atsome future 
day. But certainly if it were sent back to the 
commitcee.of conference I think that commit- 
tee might provide that it should take effect at 
some future day ; atall eventsthey might make 
it different from what it. now is. Therefore it 
will not do to assume that this report of the 
committee of conference isto be simply adopted 
as a matter of course. a 

The motion is not for any mere purpose of 
delay. What interest have we that we should 
merely delay you? Nointerest whatsoever. We 
know very well that you will pass some meas- 


ure of this sort. Your votes have proved that | organization of our Government? I do , 


I hope they will try it after | 


you will pass some measure of this sort. We 
can have no interest whatever but to make 
that measure as little obnoxious as possible to 
any just criticism. 

The Senator from Oregon isa lawyer, and 
a good one, and so is the Senator from Ver- 
mont, and they know just as well as can be 
that there is no subject that requires of law- 
yer or of judge a more careful study than the 
words of a statute. 

The Senator from Oregon has sat on the 


: bench. Many an bour has he pondered over 


i a statute to find ont, what? To find out in the ` 


: language of the law-books what was the inten- 


1 e tab : tion of the Legislature, and he has puzzled over . 
course, if that is done, it will come up for con- || 


a word, or the collocation of a word, or a par- 


ticular part of a branch of a sentence and its © 


position in that sentence, to try and find out, 


with the whole power of his intellect brought _ 


to the task, what was the legislative meaning. 
And now, sir, we are asked to adopt, in hot 
haste, this report of a committee of conference 


' without a single Senator here who was not on 


that committee of conference ever having had | 
the opportunity to sit down carefully and see | 
what would be the text of this bill if this con- ; 


; ference committee report should be adopted. 


i: That is a pretty illustration of the care with 


‘which laws are passed by the highest legisla- 


tive body, we used to hear it said, in the world, 


‘ certainly the highest legislative body in the 


United States. 


of conference sitting down and seeing where 
the proposed amendments come in, seeing 
what is stricken out, seeing how the bill will 
read if amended as the committee of confer- 
ence propose, and seeing then, upon a review 
of the whole bill, what will be its scope and its 


legal effect. You have the numerical powerto ` 
i! doit; Ido not know but that you will do it; but 


I do trust that you will not do this thing. Ido 


trust you will lay this bill on the table and let | 
ou can call it up to-morrow. ` 


it be printed. 
You have the majority to call it up whenever 


you please; but let it be printed with the pro- | 
posed amendments, as other bills are printed | 


with proposed amendments, and let every Sen- 
ator see for himself when the bill is called up 
to-morrow what it really is. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, the preasure 
of other duties prevent me from being in the 
Senate during the last week, while this bill wag 
being discussed. I have, however, endeavored 
to inform myself, and used every diligence to 
do so, of its contents and character; and since 


it was made the subject of a committee of con- | 


ference I have listened as intelligently as I could 


to the explanation given by members of that ` 


committee; indeed, when it became practica- 
ble that I should obtain the report and read it 
over I have done so, being constantly inter- 
rupted by others, who desired to have the same 
information as myself, ` 

It is therefore plain, as the case is before 
the Senate, that one member of the body at 


least, with an honest intention to inform him- : 
self as to a very grave measure proposed for | 
his vote, has been unable, by the exercise of | purpose. 

, . The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator . 
I desire upon this bill to express my |: 
It is not only my right, but itis my . 


all due diligence, to obtain the proper knowl- 
edge. 
views. 


duty ; and I propose to do so. I propose to 


do so, with all respect for the body and for . 


myself; with care and with proper means of 
information. 

` Is there not something due to the dignity of 
legislation? Is there not something due to 
ourselves in this matter; due from each Sen. 
ator to himself in regard to this thing of forcing 


a measure through as a law the importance | 


of which cannot be overestimated, the novelty 


of which at least will not be questioned—alaw | 


which; in my bumble opinion, amounts to a 


step: almost in revolution of everything that | 


wus known in regard to the former practice 


That is the care with which a | 
i law that bristles all over with penalties and with ` 
` punishments is to be passed here, without one | 
| single Senator who was not on that committee ' 


| : 


i| trust in this case that the Senate will suffer 
I| this bill to be printed, that at least we may see 
li and be able to read that upon which we are to 
1 vote to-morrow. 
The result of the report of this committee 
' of conference is to change this bill in most im- 
portant particulars. Senators are aware that 
in the bill passed by the Senate last week, laid 
within five minutes upon our desks fresh from 
. the hands of the printer, there are twenty-one 
sections. In the bill brought before us by this 
report in manuscript by the committee of con- 
ference there are twenty-three sections; and 
not only that, but whole previous sections have 
been taken out and others have been substi- 
tuted, entirely changing their character. I do 
say that it is impossible for a man, unless he 
was a member of the committee of conference, 
to understand what their action has been; and 
we should have an opportunity, the ordinary, 
reasonable, legal opportunity, of seeing in print 
a measure of this importance. I trust, there- 
fore, that the Senate will suffer this bill to 
be printed. The majority have, as has been 
said by the honorable Senator from Ohio, the 
numerical power in this Chamber to do just as 
i they please in regard to calling up and passing 
‘ measures. I trust they will at least regard the 
rights of the minority sufficiently to let us see 


- what we are to vote for, and to speak our 


i minds, however feebly, against it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- 
ROY in the chair.) Is the Senate ready for the 
question? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Whatis the question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On con- 
curring in the report of the committee of con- 
ference. i 

Mr. STOCKTON. I withdrew the motion 
when you were not in the chair, Mr. President 
that I had made to lay the. bill on table and 
to print the report. I withdrew it to allow the 
| Senator from Ohio to speak. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
has not been renewed. 

_Mr. STOCKTON. I now renew that mo- 
' tion. S ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New Jersey moves that the bill lie on the 
table and be printed with the report of the 
i; committee of conference. 

| Mr.SAULSBURY. Isubmit that the point 
of order which I made has not been decided. 
I wish a decision on it at least. I made the 
point; I am entitled to have it decided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from New Jersey withdraw his motion ? 


Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not know what the 
point of order is. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Ifthe Senator from Dela- 
yore desires me to withdraw my motion, I will 

0 80. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I want the point of 
order decided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It cannot be 


entertained while a motion to lay on the table 


is pending. If the Senator from New Jersey 
withdraws the motion to lay on the table, the 
Chair will entertain the point of order. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I withdraw it for that 


from Delaware will state his point of order. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. My point of order is 
that this report contains new matter, separate 
sections, matter which was never under con- 
sideration by the Senate or the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and containing such new matter 
as was never before the subject of considera- 
_ tion by the Senate or the House, and not being 
in reference to any matter of disagreement 
' between the two Houses, this report cannot 
be received as the report of a committee of 
: conferenee. La 
Mr. THURMAN. I beg leave to suggest to 
| my friend from Delaware that he could make 
| his point very much more distinctly and effect- 
| ively if we had the bill printed before us so 
| that he could point out.exactly what he says 


a 
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is the new matter not covered by the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses. I think 
the question had better be taken first on the 
motion to print. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 


Very well. 


Mr. THURMAN. Then I move that the | 
bill be laid on the table and that the report be | 


printed. 


Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President—— 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion | 


is not debatable. 
Mr. CASSERLY. I ask my friend from 


Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 


without one word said by any of us, to be a 
caution to the Senate sufficient to make the 
majority here, of its own motion, order this 
bill to be printed as a portion of the report of 
the committee without taking final action upon 


it. One of the worst provisions of the bill; 
assed this body and as it went to the ` 
committee of conference, was a provision |. 
which escaped the notice of nearly every one | 
of the minority of this body, and [ verily believe |; 
of a very considerable portion of the majority | 


as it 


of the Senators in this body. I refer to those 
provisions which were taken out of a bill for 


the enforcement of the fourteenth amendment. || 


Now, is it a fit thing that legislation of that 
importance should go through the American 


Congress unknown to those members who had | 


taken the greatest interest in informing them- 
selves, as well as to that large body of other 
members whose right it was to know upon what 
they were voting? The discussion to which 
that most extraordinary fact, that most sig- 
‘nificant feature in the passage of the Senate 
bill gave rise, is fresh in the memories of Sen- 
ators. 


ing, contributed to such a result; how far it 


contributed to the making, to the enacting into | I 
|| not likely to be a great many prosecutions by 


a law of provisions which were not supposed 
or understood by a considerable portion of the 
body to be in the bill that was before it. 


Sir, I mean to say that in the history of | 


legislation in free Governments by deliberative 
bodies that occurrence stands without paral- 
lel; and yet, in the face of that, is it not sur- 
prising that members of the majority, Senators 
who are supposed to be gentlemen of reflec- 
tion, who comprehend what is of the essence 
of a division of the legislative power into two 
branches, and how far deliberation, understand- 


ing, intelligent action go to form legislation, | 


should not merely hesitate, but oppose the prop- 
osition for the printing of this bill and of the 
report of the committee? 

Sir, what harm can result from delay? I 
heard the most extrardinary avowal of the 
Senator from Nevada—an avowal that, I take 


it, he will live to regret—that the object of | 


passing this bill to-day was to affect the elec- 


tions in Virginia—municipal elections, local | 
This bill is to be put through, by | 


clections. 
the avowal of the Senator who has charge of 


it, and who must be deemed to represent the | 
views of his party associates in regard to it, to | 


affect, to influence those elections. Why, sir, 
what a confession! what a disclosure! . 

Two views may be taken of it: first, the 
impropriety, the oppression of proposing to 
enact a law for the regulation of elections in 
the State of Virginia which cannot possibly be 
known at more than one tenth of the polling 


places in that State in time for anyhody, officer j 


or voter, to regulate his conduct thereby. I 
have listened with sorrow and amazement to 
lawyers in this body, for whom personally I 


have the highest regard, seriously contending | 


that that was admissible legislatiosė: The tyrant 
was execrable, and deserved to be, in oldtimes, 
as my friend from Ohio said, and his memory 
has been a stench in the nostrils of humanity 


I shall not undertake to show how far | 
the course of the majority, in forcing the Sen- |; 
ate bill through to a final vote at a midnight || 
session of unusual duration, without the least | 
public demand or exigency for such a proceed- | 


hd 


from that time to this, who so contrived his 
laws in characters so small and exposed at so 
great an elevation from the ground that it was 
impossible for his people to read them; and 
he punished them in virtue of laws which he 
intended they should not understand. It is 
proposed here to punish the people of Virginia, 
the officers of election and voters, by the hun- 


dreds, yea, by the thousands, underlaws which | 


it is not intended they shall have the oppor- 


: tunity to understand—lI will not say intended, 
j t f but which, in the nature of things, it is impos- 
Ohio to withdraw the motion for the present. | 


sible that they can understand. And the Sen- 


! ator from Vermont, [Mr. Epmunps, | of whose 
Mr. CASSERLY. The history of this bill |; 
in its passage through the body ought of itself, |; 


views I am accustomed to think with respect, 
and of whom I certainly never shall speak 


| except with respect, seriously suggested that 
‘| such was the common practice and policy in ' 
‘; Federal legislation, and that in such a case : 
., probably a citizen who offended against the law 
i would receive in due time, after he had been ' 
indicted and convicted, an immunity by par- . 


don. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Ifhe should be. 


Mr. CASSERLY. If he should be prose- ; 


cuted and convicted. Why, Mr. President, is 


there nothing in the obedience which the cit- :: 
izen owes to the law? Is there nothing in the | 


pride of character of the American citizen 
which leads him, not only to obey the law which 


regard as a blemish, worse almost than death, 


that he should be by the tribunals of his coun- , 


try adjudged in an indictment and in a convic- 
tion as a criminal who has disobeyed the law? 


Does the Senator from Vermont propose to | 


outrage and to violate that wide-spread and 


pervading sentiment of our people? Does he | 
count the man of America as so poor a thing | 
that after his character has had a cloud put | 
upon it by the action of the law and the officers ; 


of the law, without any fault of his, he may be 
relieved from the physical consequences of the 


offeuse by a pardon? Does he consider that | 
| the future ? 
‘| States which are yet struggling and groaning | 
i has spoken of his own State, and of the elec- 
‘| tion there, and of the necessity for passing this 
| statute immediately, so as to give notice there. 


in the inflamed and excited condition of the 
and agonizing in your reconstruction there are 


malicious and angry men against each other 
under this law? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
friend from California a question, as he has 
alluded to his surprise at what I had said. As 


my friend from California expresses his sur- | 


prise that I should have stated the practice in 
Federal legislation to be to have all laws take 
effect on their passage, I wish to ask him if he 
knows a single instance in the history of Fed- 
eral legislation in which it has been provided 


that any law should take effect in futuro, with | 
the exception of one or two instances that I |, 
am aware of as to tariff acts affecting revenue? | 


Mr. CASSERLY. My friend from Vermont 
isan able lawyer and a well-read one ; but per- 
haps there is scarcely anything that has struck 
me about him more than his extreme ingenu- 
ity. Now, I think the Senator from Vermont 
understands that I did not so much express 
my surprise at his stating a fact in reference to 
Federal legislation—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then itis the fact. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I do not admit that. 
Bat I was surprised at this, that the Senator 
from Vermont should have alleged that, as he 


| did allege it, as a reason why such legislation 
‘| should be countenanced by this body. That 


was the connection, and that was the motive 
with which he referred to that fact. I do not 
understand the fact to exist. i 
Ohio, who I think has had more experience 
than any of us in reference to these statutes, 
questions it. : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Show us the law, if you 
please, that has taken effect in the futare. 

Mr. CASSERLY. No, sir; byall the rules 
of presumption, by all the respect that we owe 
to the Congress of the United States, as the 
legislature which represents in certain elements 
the entire civilization, humanity, wisdom, and 


I should like to ask my | 


My friend from | 


justice of the American people, it is for the 
Senator from Vermont to show the facts that 
he alleges to exist. Why, sir, it is difficult to 
imagine anything more inhuman, unjust, and 
wicked than such a policy would be. When 
at the common law the rule was that an act of 
Parliament related back to the beginning of 
the session, so that men were put to death for 
acts which when they committed them were no 


| offenses, men were deprived of their property, 
= were attainted, and their memories dishonored. 
. I doubt not when first the common sentiment 
_ of humanity began to move against such a 
i crime against itself as that was there were a 


great many learned arguments, and there was 


' a good deal of close logical reasoning, to show 
l why, upon the whole, that was a good system ; 


but I believe, intrenched though it wasin usage, 
in power, and in the imperfect perceptions of 
a half-enlightened and half-civilized age, it had 


, in time to give way, and it went down to its 


doom before the indignant execration and 


i: aroused sentiment of that people. 


Why, sir, in the system of law which domi- 
nates the greater part of the civilized world to- 
day—the civil law—no such thing is heard of 
as a statute, especially a statute of penalties, 
which takes effect immediately on its passage. 


: The rule of the civil law is that the effect of a 
: statute shall date from its promulgation, and 
he himself has made, but which makes him || 


except whereit hasbeen altered, inthe countries 


|, on the continent of Europe, by positive law, 
i it remains the law to this day. [am not aware 


that in any important country on the continent 
it has been altered by positive law ; and I make 
the reservation that unless it has been, that is 
the rule of the civil law. 

Now, sir, if your committee of conference 
could have made the changes in the Senate bill 
which it has made and brought in here, what 
was the difficulty in its making a change so 


; consonant to humanity and reason and to jus- 


tice as one which should fix the operation of 
this statute at a period twenty or thirty days in 


The Senator from Oregon [Mr. Witiians] 


Sir, the Senator knows much more of his 
State than I can pretend to know; but I think 
I understand enough of its physical conforma- 
tion to be able to say—and | presume it will 
not be seriously disputed—that though we 
should pass this statute to-day, and though 
with a haste which I will not anticipate, be- 
cause I never should deem it excusable, the 
bill should be returned here by the Executive 
officer of the country to-morrow, even then 
there would be no possibility of carrying the 
manifold, involved, minute details of the 
twenty-two or twenty-three sections of which 
this prolix bill is composed to the knowledge 
of more than a third at the most of the voting 
places in the State of Oregon. 

The Senator from Oregon took a manly and 
a generous and, in my judgment, a wise part 
during the discussion of the Senate bill. T 
regret that he should have receded from the 
ground which he then took so far as to be 
induced to urge upon the Senate the speedy 
passage of a bill which is not called for by 


| any public exigency, and which must work the 


greatest injustice, especially if enforced at the 
hands of vindictive and excited people through- 
out certain parts of the country. 

At least, sir, let us proceed with a decent 
deliberation; let us proceed with a proper de- 
gree of gravity; let us give what time is neces- 
sary to acquaint the people of the country, 


| so far as we can, before this bill becomes a law 


by the signature of the President, that such a 
bill will probably become a law; so that when 


| it shall have received the final signature which 


completes the enactment of it as a statute of 
the United States there will be fewer innocent 
people, fewer ignorant people suffer in their 
innocence and in their ignorance under it than 
there will otherwise be. 
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Mr. FOWLER. Lask the Senator from Cali- 
fornia to yield. I think it is time to adjourn. 

Mr. CASSERLY. If the Senate wishes to 
adjourn J have no objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator yield the floor for that motion? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 

Mr. FOWLER, (at five o'clock and twenty- 


five minutes p. m.) I move that the Senate | 


do now adjourn. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. FOWLER. Is it the determination to 
ass-——— 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 


Senator from California yield the floor to the | 


Senator from Tennessee ? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 

Mr. FOWLER, If it is the determination 
to pass the bill “to-night, I suggest we take a 
recess. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I wish gentlemen of the 
majority would tell us what their programme 
is. They generally have it made up and carty 
it ont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask my 
friend from California what his programme is? 

Mr. CASSERLY. I will tell the Senator 
frank. 


I speak for myself only. I propose 


first to test whether or not the Senate will. 


allow this body to know what it is voting on 
before it compels the body to vote upon it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. By all-means. I think 
I can answer for all tipon that point. 
Mr. CASSERLY. 1 know what the Senator 


says: but there is only one way in which that | 


can be shown, and that is by permitting this 


long bill to be printed so that it may be read || 


and understood by members. In the next place, 
after that is done and we are able to tell each 
for himself what is before him to act upon 
under the obligations of his conscience and his 


oath, then I propose within reasonable limits, | 


and not atall to consume time, (which of course 
isa very useless and futile aim, ) to discuss some- 


what the new provisions in the bill, and among | 
these new provisions I mean to include one | 


which was new to me until I first saw it in the 
paper as a part of this bill, and that is the pro- 
visions which are alleged to be for the enforce- 
ment of the fourteenth ametdthent. So far as 
I personally am concerned, I propose to ton- 
fine myself to that and whatever else is new in 
the bill. I think those features ought to be 
discussed, and certainly, besides the provisions 
to enforce the fourteenth amendment, all the 
new provisions brought in here by the commit- 
tee of conference are just as hew to the mem- 
bers of the Senate ontside of the three gentle- 
men who compose that committee as they ate 
to me. 

I do not deeni that there is anything unrea- 
sonable in that position ; and so far as I uhder- 
stand my own putposes that is the view which 
I take of the course to be pursued. Now, if 
the Senator from Vermoñt is authorized to 
speak for his associates or for himself as to 
ee programme he purposes, I should like to 
hear it. . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam certainly authorized 
to speak for myself; at least I know of no 


objection, so far ns that goes. My programme | 


is very simple. Thére is nothing at all new in 
this report from the bill as it passed the Sen- 
ate. It is in substantially the same language, 
with the exception that what my friend from 
New Jersey said were some of its objection- 
able features, putting one construction upon 
it, have been changed so that they canriot be 
construed in that way. That being the dase, I 
think this report ought tö be aetéd upon jast as 
all other eonference reports are acted upon 
now. The new provisions that the Senator 
from California refers to are not’ more new as 
it respects the points in the bill, or the sections 
to which they relate, than the word ‘‘immigrat- 
ing’’ isnew, being changed from ‘' emigrating.”’ 
Ail that is new in the bill is mere matter of 
. detail, regulating the operations of séctions 
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that existed before. That is the fact about it. 
It is no use to profess that it is otherwise. 

If this was a case where there was anything 
that was absolutely new, a point, a principle 
which was introduced that had not stood here 
before, there would be some force in suggest- 
ing that we ought to have time to consider 
about it. But this is a subject which has been 
discussed óver and over again, and for the two | 


| weeks last past day after day; and I am sure | 


Senators cannot, unless they deceive them- | 
selves, assert that they are taken by surprise | 
at anything that this bill, as now reported, |: 


contdins. Therefore, speaking for myself, and - 
for nobody else, fot 1 have not charge of the | 


|| bill, I should be very glad to take the usual 


course and Vote upon this question so soon as ` 
we shall have heard whatever Senators may 
desire, within the rules, to say upon it. 

Mt. STEWART. That is my desire, to sit 
it ount—— 
- Mr. CASSERLY. One moment. I yielded 
to the Senator from Vermont, and only to him. 
I claim the floor. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 


; ator from California is entitled to the floor, and 
f ‘| must not be intertupted without his consent. 
from Vermont, and I hope he will be equally | 


‘here all night, I do not want to be kept here 
by the speeches of other gentlemen if I can | 
_ avoid it. 


|| that is new in this bill: 
Mr. STOCKTON. Mr. Président, all I |: 


|, Senator from Vermont to the facts. 


| añ intimation which I shall be happy to reply 
| to presently. 


. ber of the committee of conference, asks me, | 


| tion which is now called section No. 21. 


, tained in the old bill, ig new matter. 


: charactets of all the péople of this country 


: hood of the charge when I am accused of 


Mr. CASSERLY. If we are going to stay 


[Laughter. ] | 

I did not set ont with any statement that I | 
was surprised by anything that was proposed 
on the other side of this Chamber. What I 
set out to state was that I desired some oppor- | 
tunity to understand what was new in this bill. 
That wag all. When the Senator from Ver- 
mont speaks of my deceiving myself he makes 


In the mean time I give way to 
the Senator fiom New Jersey, who, as a mem- 


and I cheerfully consent, that he may beallowed | 
to state to the Senate how very much there is 


desiréd to do was to call the attention of the - 


to the Senate that theré was much new matter | 
introduced into this bill. 


Mr. President, it is not for me to state what 
happened in the committee of conference ; but 
I appeal to the recollection of the Senator from 
Vermont whether it was not a new plan got up 
to meet a difficulty which had never been sug- 
gested until we got into committee of confer- 
ence? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I mustreply to the obser- 
vations of the Senator from New Jersey. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from California yield the floor? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. - This seems to be new 
matter 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
for a moment? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Allowmetogoon. When- 
ever my friend from New Jersey dislikes a pro- 


Will my friend give way 


: vision, it isnew matter ;, but whenever he likes 


it, itis well enough. I think that is hardly 
the way to treat such a subject — 
Mr. HAMLIN. [rise toa question of order, 


‘and if the Senator will allow me one moment 


' I would like to state the reason why I raise the 


question of order. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Of course I must yield 


© to a question of order; but otherwise I insist 


on the floor. 

Mr. HAMLIN. We have had one night 
session on this question, and have listened to 
a long and tedious debate. I think there is no 
necessity for another. I therefore propose to 
try the virtue of our rules, and I call the Sen- 
ator from Vermont to order, he having already 
spoken twice upon this subject. Therule says 
expressly that no member can speak more than 
twice in any one debate, except by leave of 
the Senate ; and the vote on granting that leave 
must be taken without debate. LI appeal to the 
Senate to stand by me and enforce the rule. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I feel obliged to confess 
the fact that I have spoken twice. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 ask the Chair to rule on 
the point, and then the Senator can appeal to 


i the Senate. 


I stated | 


Of course each Sen- | 


ator can determine for himself whether he A 


considers the matter new or not, but I call the 
attentioti of the Senator from Vermont to the 
fact that I stated when before on the floor, 
that a new principle is introduced into the sec- 


that section, in ordet to avoid the difficulty in | 
prosecuting persons in cases where State offi- 
cers and members of Congress are voted for 
on the same ticket; a new rule of evidence is 
laid down; and the fact that a man votes the 
State ticket is consideted prima facie evidence 
that he voted for a member of Congress, 
although he niay have scratched his ticket. 


In |; 
| 


Mr. EDMUNDS. No; I can stand such a 
rule ifthe rest can. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will have the rule read. 

The Chief Clerk read from Rule4, as follows: 
“No Senator shall speak more than twice in any 


|| one debate on the same day without leave of the 


Senate, which question shall be decided without 


| debate.” 


! contains no new matter. 


I only tose for the purpose of stating that ji 
thefe is no difference of fact between myself | 


and the Sehator from Vermont; it is simply a || 


differencé as to whethet the introduction of a | 
new principle of evidence, which was not con- | 


| 
| 
| 
I consider it not only new matter, but very | 
material néw mattet—a new principle, a new 
tule of evidetice. It is taking the lives and | 
into your hands. It is by the rules of evidence 
and nothing else that I can prove the false- 


crime; and without the protection of those | 
glorious old rules of evidence, which have ! 
tome down to us from the common law, no | 
man’s libetty i§ safe. And how can the Sen- | 
ator from Vermont, with his acute judgment, | 
say that the introduction of this new principle, | 
be it right now or be it wrong, is not a new 

| 


thing? Is it not? What is the meaning of |: 


new matter? Is it not a question that the | 
Senate has not before considered? Will any | 
man say that the Senate has considered this 
before? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
is cotistrained to decide that the Senator from 
Vermont had spoken twice before he took the 
floor the last time, and he cannot speak again 
without consent of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not ask it. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Vermont has stated that this report 
I am sorry that I 
shall seem to assail his positions while he is 
under an enforced silence, not of my contriv- 
ing, however; butthe truth must be vindicated. 
I have the report of the committee of confer- 
ence in my hand. Here is more than one 
printed page of new matter. Here again is 
more than another printed page of new mat- 
ter. Here again is another page in manuscript, 
and more than a printed page, and written in 
such haste as to be nearly illegible, interlined, 
words and letters half formed; such is the 


i: hot haste to get this bill through in order that 


innocent people in Virginia and in Oregon may 
be subjected to infamous punishments under a 
law of which they have never heard, and of 
which it is impossible for them to known the 
provisions! And yet the Senator says that 
there are no new provisions added by the re- 
port of the conference committee to the bill. 


i; The very first of them is not only new, as an 


addition to the bill, but in the mass of verb- 
iage which it involves, is wrapped up a prin- 
ciple whic is new and unheard of in Amer- 
ican jurisprudence, because it provides that 
where by the law of any State members of Con- 


' 
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re 
to refuse to permit this bill and report to be || of them, that no new matter can come in. 


ress are voted for on the same paper ballot 
with State officers or municipal officers or local 
oflicers, proof of the fact that a person voted 
such a ballot, namely, a ballot printed in the 
usual form, under the State law, shall bedeemed 


. to be presumptive evidence that he voted or | 


attempted to vote for Representative in Con- 
gress, 50 as to bring him within the provisions 
of this act. 

Is that anything but a most novel legislative 
enormity ? 
the practical workings of elections is ignorant 
of this fact, and no man is less ignorant of it 
than the Senator from Vermont, that it is the 
habit of the American voter asa rule to scratch 


his ticket, to take from it such names as do not ' 


please him. That is so much his habit that for 
the past fifteen or twenty years it has frequently 
occurred at polling places that the number of 
tickets so altered by the voter was equal to or 
greater than the number of tickets not at all 


altered. And yet for the purpose of embar- | 


rassing the voter, of raising against him a pre- 
sumption of guilt which does not exist in truth, 
in reason, in justice, or in the habits of the 


people, here is a provision which compels |! 


your courts of law and your juries to presume 


that when a man has voted one part of aticket | 


he has voted the rest, when there is not a Sen- 
ator in this Senate who does not know of his 
own knowledge that that isto presume an enor- 
mous falsehood. I do not suppose that ten per 
cent. of the members of this body have voted 
what is called a straight ticket for a great num- 
ber of years. 

Now, sir, the further oppression and griev- 
ous wrong of this new provision are that a 
man cannot defend himself against that extra- 
ordinary presumption of law, except by vio- 
lating the secrecy of his own ballot by proving 
what he did vote; and to do that he must have 
exhibited his ballot to some one before he 
voted. ; 

And yet the Senator from Vermont says 
there is nothing new in this bill! Is not that 
new? Isit not a new thing under the sun, 
even of politics, in these semi-revolutionary 
days, that the American voter is required, in 
order to protect himself against a false pre- 
sumption of law, to disclose, and to surrender 
the secrecy of his ballot before he casts it? Is 
it nothing new, sir, that you establish for the 
conviction of men a legal fiction, nota benign 
fiction, bata malign one, the effect of which 
is to presume what every man knows does not 
exist, namely, astrong legal probability that a 
man who has voted a part of a ticket has 
voted the whole of it. Why, sir, who pretends 
that that is the fact? Does anybody? If any 
one does so pretend, then he is a just sybject 
for the admonition of the old king in the deepest 
of all the greatdramas of ourgreatest dramatist, 
where he says: 

*“ Get thee glass eyes; 
And, like a scurvy politician, seem 
To see the things thou dost not.” 

New, sir! It is new and it is bad from the 
first line of it to the last; and yet the propo- 
sition is here to have this Senate vote that 
through without any opportunity to examine it, 
or to amend it, or to make it alittle better than 
it came from the committee of conference, or to 
make it a little less unjust, a little less enorm- 
ous and oppressive. The whole idea of the 
American ballot is to be broken down for the 
purposes of this bill; and that is nothing new, 
says the Senator from Vermont! 


Sir, there are nearly three pages of pró- 


visions equally new, although I must say not 
quite so enormons as that which I have just 
discussed. It would be difficult for the most 
heated partisan tocontinue at so high a key of 
wrong, injustice, and oppression as is attained 
in the first section which I have endeavored to 
analyze. e 
Now, sir, it is with the Senate to ggtermine. 
I need not tell them, they are perfectly aware 
that they have the votes; they will do what 
they please; they have the numerical power 
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No man who knows anything of | 


printed. They have the numerical power to 
do whatever else they may deem to be neces- 
sary to pass this bill without a sufficient dis- 
cussion or a prope: and becoming debate. 
But now I desire to be instructed by the 
President as to what his understanding is of 


|| the rule which has been enforced against the 


Senator from Vermont, that a Senator shall 
not speak more than once in the same debate; 
whether the language ‘‘one debate’’ refers to 
the general bill, or whether it refers to the 
different heads and subjects of the bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The rule is 
t“ not more than twice in any one debate.” It 
does not confine a Senator to speaking once, 
but not more than twice in the same debate. 
The Chair understands that to be the debate 
on the pending question, whichis concurrence 
in the report of the committee of conference. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I submit that that can- 
not be the question, because I made a point of 
order at the time, and simply waived the point 
of order temporarily, to allow a motion to be 
made that the report be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There was 
a motion made to lay the report on the table 
and order it to be printed; but that was with- 


drawn. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Only temporarily. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not 
been renewed. No Senator could speak while 
that motion was pending. A motion to lay on 
the table and print is not susceptible of debate. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Under the ruling of the 
President, which, of course, I have no dispo- 
sition to contest, it seems. that each member 
is restricted to two speeches in the same de- 
bate; that is, any debate which can occur on 
the question of concurrence in the committee’s 


report. 
fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Such a rule, I believe, 
has not been enforced at any time previously 
since I came into the Senate, and probably has 
not been enforced for a long time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
enforces it only when the point of order is 


made. 
Mr. CASSERLY. The Chair will under- 
stand me, I hope, as not in the slightest degree 


| questioning his course; but I am simply re- 


marking as to the circumstance that for the 
first time in so long a period that rule is to be 
enforced on this occasion. It will be a matter 
perhaps for inference and discussion in the 
course of the debate that will follow before the 
general question is disposed of. I desire now 
to say something as to the point of order made 
by the Senator from Delaware. __ 

This, sir, is a legislative body. The House 
of Representatives isa legislative body. When 
a bill has passed either House on the same 
general subject-matter it is supposed to express 
the legislative sense and judgment of each 
House, deliberately formed after full discussion 
and a complete understanding of the subject- 
matter. That being so, the bill of each House 
stands by itself, so far aseach House can make 
it, a complete work of legislation. When there 
is a disagreement in such a case, what is the 
proceeding? One of the two Houses asks a 
conference; on what? On the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses; and that is granted. 
The conference, therefore, is confined to the 
subjects upon which the two Houses have dis- 
agreed. Itextendsto that length, and is limited 
thereby. Therefore, if there are any subjects 
in the two bills on which the two Houses do not 
disagree they are not within the jurisdiction 
of the conference or of the committee ; and that 
I understand to be the ground taken bya Sen- 
ator who spoke on the other side of the Cham- 
ber awhile ago; and that must be the true 


ground. T , 

It will follow, also, from the same logie and 
the same good sense which lie at the bottom 
of all these rules, or ought ta lie at the bottom 


| ators on the other side. 


Indeed, that is the same rule stated indifferent 
words. It follows, also, that when the new 
matter is substantially an addition to the bill, 
it is not within the jurisdiction of the con- 
ference or of the committee. 

In this case the general scope of the bill of 
the House was connected, coherent, and in a 
great degree logical. The scope of it was to 
enforce the fifteenth amendment in its rela- 
tions to persons of color so far as their right 
to vote was protected under the fifteenth 
amendment. The Senate bill was an inco- 
herent conglomeration, as one of the Senators 
on the other side said, of incongruities aid 
contradictions; but in a general way it under- 
took to deal with the right and manner of 
voting at elections, as well by persons of color 
as by white persons throughout the country. 
The result of that distinction between the two 
bills is what I shall proceed to show the 
Senate. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Will the Senator give 
way to me that I may make a suggestion? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I do not see why we 
should punish ourselves and sit here all night 
long, and punish the officers of the body—— 

Mr. YATES. Irise to a question of order. 
Is the Senator from California or the Senator 
from New Jersey entitled to the floor? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California is entitled to the floor, but he 
has yielded to the Senator from New Jersey 
for some purpose; what it is the Chair is not 
yet aware. 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope the time will not 
be parceled out in this way between the Sen- 

t do not see where 
the debate will end if that course is to be toler- 


ated. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Iasked the Senator from 
California to yield to me that I might submit 
a motion, and he did so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New Jersey will submit his motion. ~ 

Mr. STOCKTON. The motioa I now make 
is that this bill and report be printed; gnd then 
I wish to suggest, what I believe is very com- 
mon in the Senate —I have often known it to 
be done here in my short service in the body— 
that this question be taken at three o'clock 
to-morrow, and then let ys adjourn for to-day 
and go home. 

Several Sexators. Say four o’clock. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I care not about the 
hour, so that an opportunity shall be given to 
my friend from Delaware, [Mr. BayarD, ] who 
has not been here and has had no, opportunity 
of exproe ing I views, to be heard. , 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to. be 
heard also. 

Mr. STOCKTON. My other friend from 
Delaware wishes to say something also. I do 
not care what the hour is, so that a short time 
is given to them. The Chair will understand 
that the motion to printis made only in the 
event of my suggestion being agreed to by 
common consent. I have no interest jn this 
matter myself. I only make the suggestion 
for the convenience of the Senate. If they see 
proper to reject it we can go on, and À can 
stand it as well as others. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think the proposition 
is a very fair one, and it ought to be accepted 
on all sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 
tor from New Jersey suggests that by unani- 
mous consent the vote betaken on concurring 
in the report of the.committee of conference 
to-morrow at three o’clock. Is there any 
objection ? 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope we shall sit out 
this report now, and pass this bill before we 


ga home. _ 
Mr. HOWE. I should like to know why. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 


Senator from Michigan object ta the proposed 


| understanding? 
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Mr. HOWARD. I object to it entirely. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 
tor from Michigan objects. 

Mr. HOWARD. This billis very well under- 
stood, Lapprehend, by all Senators, and Ido not 
see myself any necessity for the prolongation 
of the discussion. 
to spin out the whole night in going over the 
same ground they have occupied heretofore, I 


However, ifSenators desire | 


can only say to them that I am of their com- | 
pany; I go with them; and we will encamp - 


upon the floor of the Senate if necessary. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from California yield to the Senator 
from Delaware? 

Mr. CASSERLY. I invariably yield to a 


gentleman who doesnot intend to make along | 
| that he should be allowed until to-morrow to 


Mr. BAYARD. I never make a long speech. ` 


speech. 


I am not aware that I have given my friend or 
any other member of this body reason to appre- 
hend such a visitation from me. I have been 
referred to in this debate as one of those who 
desire further to discuss this question, and I 


rise now to say a word in reply to the Senator ` 


from Michigan. 


l 
f 
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waiting for all over the country, and expect us 
to pass at the earliest practicable moment. 
For one, therefore, I am in favor of staying 
here until the Senators on the opposite side 
of the Chamber have had a full opportunity 
to express themselves, and then taking the | 
vote before we go to dinner. i 

Mr. CAMERON. l 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator : 
from Pennsylvania is entitled to the floor for » 
the moment. 

Mr. CAMERON. 


Senator from Michigan. lt is but a few hours’ | 


: difference between now and to-morrow; and ` 
` itis but fair to give to a Senator on the other | 
' side who has not spoken on this subject, as is ' 

the case with the Senator from Delaware, who |: 


I understand the proposition of the Senator — 


from New Jersey to be that we allow this bill 
to be printed, and that the vote be taken upon 
it by general consent to-morrow at three o'clock. 
In the course of making that proposition he 
said something in regard to myself or my col- 
league desiring to submit some remarks to the 
Senate. That is perfectly true, so far as I am 
ecncerned. 


end; but I do not propose to spin out the 


I would like to say something in | 
opposition to the passage of this bill, although | 
I look upon it as a foregone conclusion in the | 


long hours of this night, and I do not know | 
whether I shall even repeat what other mem- : 
bers have said, for I was not here during the ` 


previous debate. I think the honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan will be satisfied that: no 
time will be lost whatever by having this vote 


1 course. 


certainly taken to-morrow at three o'clock, and 


. much in the way of convenience to Senators 
by not keeping them here at night will occur 


from accepting the proposition that has been | 


made. ‘ 

Mr. CAMERON. Will the Senator allow 
me to say a word? 

Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMERON. It seems to me that the 
dispatch of business will be very much increased 
by fixing a time for the final vote. If we con- 
tinue to sit here to-night it will be a question 
again who shall endure the most, and I sup- 
pose we sliall occupy the whole night. No 
good can come from that. It seems to me that 
all on our side, the Senator from Michigan in- 
cluded, ought to be willing to agree to fix to- 
morrow at three o’ clock—[‘‘Say two ]—ortwo 
o'clock, and I will offer as a compromise that 
to-morrow at two o’clock we agree to vote, and 
that will afford ample time to gentlemen who 
have not yet spoken to speak on this subject. 

Several Senators. Say three o'clock. 

Mr. CAMERON. Ido not care about the 
difference between two and three o'clock. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I suggest that we com- 
mence the discussion at half past twelve to- 
morrow. 

Mr. CAMERON. Very well; commence 
at half past twelve. 

Mr. HOWARD. Were it not the fact. that 
this bill has been very thoroughly discussed on 
both sides, and that the Senate understand it 
now as well as they will be likely to do here- 
after, if I expected that any new light would 
le thrown on the whole subject by further dis- 
cussion of it, as seems to be desired by Sen- 
ators on the opposite side of the Chamber, I 
certainly would agree to such a postponement; 
but I do not think so. This bill has been very 
fully discussed, and it is a bill, in my judg- 
meut, which ought to be passed, and passed 
speedily, and to take effect at once throughout 


the country. It is a bill which the people are ii of the Serator from Nevada, who has charge 


| 
| 
j 
li 


i: Senator change the time to three o’clock? 


|! Nevada having charge of the bill shall have 


|| That is always necessary to be understood. 


| to three o'clock, and include in my proposi- 


| take the floor. 


was not here when the bill was discussed before; , 


prepare himself for speaking on this question 
and he should have the opportunity of address- ` 
ing the body. I think the people of the coun- 
try, while they expect us to dispose of this bill 
very soon, expect us to do it in such a way as — 
will be most beneficial to the country, and most 
graceful toward our friends on the other side, 
who are in so small a minority here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania proposes that the vote be | 
taken to-morrow at two o'clock. | 

Several Senators. Say three. 

Mr. CAMERON. Ido not care whether it 
be two or three o’clock, but I will say two. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there , 
objection to that proposition ? 

Mr. STEWART. I would like to inquire | 
whether, if an arrangement of this kind is | 
effected to-night, I can have a few minutes to | 
reply to the objections, say half an hour. 
[‘ Certainly,” ‘‘ Certainly.” ] 


I believe I have the floor. ` 


‘hour before that to address the Senate. 


© quiry. 


i 
i 
i 


i 


Mr. ANTHONY. That is always the rule. i 


Mr: CASSERLY. That is a matter of; 


Mr. HOWE. Then say three o'clock. 
Mr, STEWART. Give me forty minutes. 
Mr. CAMERON. Say three o’clock, and | 
the Senator from Nevada shall have thirty . 
minutes. That is enough; any man can say | 
in thirty minutes all he wants to say. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 


Mr. CAMERON. I will change the time 
tion the understanding that the Senator from 


thirty minutes to conclude the debate. 

- The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Chair | 
will state the question. Itis proposed by unan- 
imous consent that the vote be taken on this ; 
report to-morrow at three o’clock. 


that means. Let us understand when it is that ' 
the Senator who has the bill in charge is to | 


Mr. SPRAGUE. At-three o’clock. 


Mr. THURMAN. Letus understand when | 


the Senator from Nevada is to take the floor. 


Mr. CAMERON. My suggestion is that we 
take the vote at three o’clock to-morrow, and 
that the Senator from Nevada shall be allowed 
thirty minutes to close the debate if he desires. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then he will take the | 
floor at half past two? 

Mr. CAMERON, Yes, sir. 

Mr. NYE. Willthe Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania allow me to make a suggestion ? 

Mr. CAMERON. Ofcourse. 

Mr. NYE. I suggest that the time be fixed at 
two o’clock. 

Mr. CAMERON. Whatis the difference? 

Mr. NYE. It is necessary that the report | 
should go to the other House and then the bill | 
must be enrolled. 

Mr. CAMERON. I do not think the differ- 
ence between two and three o’clock amounts | 
to anything. = > 

Mr. HOWARD. As Iam following the lead 


r 


of this bill, I feel it my duty, of conrse, to 
comply with his wishes upon the subject. If, 
therefore, he asks this postponement until to- 
morrow at three o'clock, with a view to enable 
himself to make an explanatory speech on this 
bill, I shall not object ; but unless he does dis- 
tinctly ask it I shall insist on my objection, 
because as I said before, I think this bill has 
been fully discussed, and we cannot amend it 
in its present form of a report from a com- 


a | mittee of conference. 
I appeal again to the | 


Mr. STEWART. I do not ask it as any 
favor to myself. If we go on to-night I shall 
make no speech; but I simply stated that if 
the matter went over until to-morrow I should ' 
want half an hour to reply to the objections 
that have been made; otherwise I shall have 
nothing to say. I ask for nothing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will state the question. It is proposed that the 
vote be taken to-morrow at three o’clock, and 
that the Senator from Nevada have half an 
Is 
there any objection to this arrangement? The 
Chair hears no objection, and it is agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN. Iwish to make an m- 
Will the report of the committee of 
conference be printed so that we can have it on 
our tables to-morrow morning? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no objec- 
tion be made the order to print will be entered. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to know 
in what condition the appropriation bill is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The appro- 


|| priation bill was passed over to consider the 


report of the committee of conference. It will 
come up as soon as the vote is taken on the 
committee’s report. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I move to re- 


‘; sume the consideration of that bill. 


Mr. THURMAN. That destroys the agree- 


ment. ; 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I want it to be 


; next in order. 


i 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The appro- 
priation bill will come up, of course, when this 
report is voted upon. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I hope it is understood 
that we commence this debate. at half past 
twelve o’clock to-morrow. [‘‘ Yes.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This ques- 


Very well; I 


| tion will come up to-morrow upon the expira- 


tion of the morning business, unless otherwise 


! ordered by the Senate. 


Mr. SPRAGUE. I-move that the Senate 
adjourn, 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


: adjourned. 
Mr. THURMAN. Let us understand what | 
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The House met at eleven o’clock a. m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER. 
The Clerk commenced to read the Journal 
of yesterday. : 
Mr. PAINE moved that the further reading 
of the Journal be dispensed with. f 
The motion was agreed to. 


INTERNAL TAXES. 
Mr. HALE, by unanimous consent, Intro- 


| duced a bill (H. R. No. 2088) for the reduction 


of internal taxes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 
LAWS OF IDAHO. 

= Mr. CULLOM. I ask unanimous consent 
to report from the Committee on the Territo- 
ries and put upon its passage the bill (H. R. 
No. 1803) to disapprove of certain acts of the 
Legislative Assembly of Idaho Territory, and 
for other purposes. : 

Mr. WOOD. Will it be in order to object 
after the reading of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 
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The bill was read. The first section disap- 
proves and annuls so much of the revenue laws 
passed by the Legislative Assembly of the Ter- 
ritory of Idaho, January 18, 1869, as provides 
for special license or tax to be collected of and 
paid by Chinamen or persons of the Mongolian 
race who may be engaged in mining or hold | 
mining claims in said ‘Territory, and so much 
of tae laws of said Territory as discriminate 


between persons of said race and other persons |; 1S 
P : diers honorably discharged ; which was read 


in regard to taxation. 

The second section disapproves and -annuls 
the act passed by the Legislative Assembly of 
the Territory of idabo, January 15, 1869, creat- 
ing the office of district attorney for each county | 
in this Territory, and defining their duties and | 
providing for their compensation. | 

The third section disapproves an 
acts and parts of acts heretofore passed by the | 
Legislative Assembly of Idaho to provide for | 
the payment of salaries or extra compensation 
out of the territorial treasury to officers hold- 
ing commissions by Federal appointment in 
said Territory. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I object: 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope the gentleman will | 
notdothat. The Delegate from Idaho and the 
Committee on the Territories have agreed .to ; 


this. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Icannothelp that. I dis- 
agree to it. 

Mr. CULLOM. I recognize the gentle- 
man’s right to do so, but I hope he will with- | 
draw his objection. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If you will strike out the 
first section, I have no objection to the bill. 

Mr. CULLOM. ‘The {first section is very 
important, and I cannot consent to strike it 


out. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Then I must object. 


MARTHA M. TURNER, 


Mr. UPSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2089) granting a pen- 
sion to Mrs. Martha M. Turner; which was 


i j A ; 
read a first and second time, and referred to i| ury to license yachts;” which was ordered to 


|| be printed and recommitted. 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
CHINESE AND JAPANESE INDEMNITY FUNDS. 


Mr. PAINE. Task unanimous consent to 


offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House his opin- 
ion respecting the justice and policy of a restoration 
to the Chinese and Japanese Governments, respect- 
ively, of the funds known as the Chinese and Japan- 
ese indemnity funds. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I object. 

SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT, JERSEY CITY. 


- Mr. CLEVELAND. I ask the House to put 


upon its passage a joint resolution donating | 


condemned cannon for a soldiers’ monument 
at Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Does that come from the 
Committee on Military Affairs? 

The SPEAKER. It comes from the gentle- 
man from New Jersey, [Mr. CLEVELAND. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. ‘I objected to a similar 
resolution the other day unless it should be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. A similar bill passed 
yesterday. 

Mr. MAYNARD, I objected to a similar 
bill offered by the gentleman’s colleague [Mr. 
HiL] the other day. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. That bill has passed 
the House. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Well, I objected to it, 
and I was not aware it had passed. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I withdraw the joint 
resolution. oe 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. | 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, 
one.of its clerks, informed the House that the 
Senate had agreed to the amendments of the 
House to the bill and joint resolutin of the 
Senate of the following titles ; 

A bill (S. No. 76) concerning divorces in the 


d annuls all ‘ 


| for the appointment of an examiner of claims 
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A joint resolution (S. R. No. 120) to provide 


for the Department of State, and for additional 
clerks in the Department. 


REMOVAL OF CHARGES OF DESERTION. 
Mr. STOUGHTON, by unanimous consent, 
reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs a joint resolution (H. R. No. 299) in 
regard to charges of desertion in cases of sol- 


a first and second time. 
The question was upon ordering the joint 


resolution to be engrossed and read a third | 


time. 


The joint resolution, which was read, pro- |! 


vides that in all cases where private soldiers in 
the late war for the Union served out the term 
of their enlistment, and were honorably dis- 
charged from the service, or died while in the 


service and in the line of duty, it shall be the | 


duty of the Secretary of War, upon the appli- 


' cation of the party or his representative, to 


: remove any charge of desertion that may stand | 


District of Columbia; and 


v 


upon the roll against such soldier, when there ; 


court-martial ; provided that the fund appro- 
priated for the maintenance of a national 
asylum for disabled volunteer soldiers shall 


not be diminished by the provisions of tbis | 


joint resolution. 

The joint resolution. was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. STOUGHTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the-joint resolution was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion.to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LICENSING YACHTS. 


Mr. POTTER, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee on Commerce 
Senate bill No. 287, to amend an act entitled 
“ An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 


AMERICAN COMMERCE. 
` Mr. KELSEY. I call for the regular order 


of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
called for, the House resumes the considera- 
tion of the bill reported from the select Com- 
‘mittee on the Causesof the Reduction of Ameri- 
can Tonnage, being House bill No. 1889, to 
revive the navigation and commercial interests 
of the United States, on which the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Peters] is entitled to the 


oor. 
4 Mr. PETERS. I will yield to my colleague, 
[Mr. Lyncn,] who desires to submit a propo- 
sition to the House in relation to the order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER. All questions relating to 
the priority of business the Chair is in the habit 
of considering as not coming out of the morn- 
ing pours although the regular order has been 
called. 


Mr. LYNCH. I ask consent of the House 
to extend the morning hour ofto-day to one hour 
and fifteen minutes, and then I will endeavor 
to finish up this bill to-day. 

Mr. DAWES. I object. 

Mr. LYNCH. Lhope the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] will withdraw his 
objection, for a great many gentlemen desire to 
be heard upon this subject. 

Mr. DAWES. If the gentleman should 
succeed in having the morning hour tun for an 
hour and a quarter and then call the previous 
question, if it should be seconded he would then 


have another hour and at least one call of the | 


yeas and nays; so that some two hours and a 
half of to-day’s session will be occupied in the 
consideration of this bill. : 

Mr. LYNCH. We will get through early in 


the day. ; a 
Mr. DAWES. There is an appropriation 


bill now pending in Committee of the Whole 
unfinished ; there is another appropriation bill 
ready to be reported. And I see the honor- 
able gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuexcx] is 
back here in hig seat, ready of course to call 
up his tax bill. I had hoped that the coast 
would be clear before the gentleman was ready 
with his bill, Ido not think that pending all 
this important business the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Lyxcr] should ask for more time 
than the rules will give him. 

Mr. LYNCH. The gentleman would think 
nothing of going on and discussing this prop- 
osition for half an hour. I hope he will with- 
draw his objection. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman asks for fif- 
teen minutes more than the morning hour; and 
should that be given him he would use the rule 


| to secure an hourand a half in addition to that. 


Mr. LYNCH. I can do that any way, 

Mr. DAWES. Then if the gentleman pro- 
poses to ‘‘do that any way,” that will be 
enough. 


g 
Mr. LYNCH. It is only fifteen minutes that 


eae A | I ask, and I hope th l ill withdraw 
has not been a conviction for desertion bya ` his aeo wie egeasemen. will yathdrar 


Mr. DAWES. [insist upon my objection. 


: If the gentleman proposes to take two hours 


and a half to day “any way,” I think itis a 


| little unreasonable for him to ask for any more. 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Prrers] is entitled to the floor, and will 
proceed. 

Mr. PETERS addressed the House. [His 
remarks will appear inthe Appendix.] Atthe 
conclusion of his remarks he yielded to 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, this is a bill 
devised to protect against protection, coming 
from the friends of protection. The question 
is, shall we encourage ship-building by sub- 
sidies and bounties? It is not a project to 
encourage commerce or navigation, but mere 
ship-building. If it were proposed to encour- 
age commerce or navigation a man of com- 
mon sense would say, ‘‘ Let our citizens buy 
ships where they can buy them the cheapest; 
put no restrictions on their purchase; do as 
Austria does; do as France does; buy cheap 
ships; bay them at two thirds of what you can 
build them for; put the American flag on any 
ship that anybody will sell us,and our bold 
and hardy sailors will drive all competitors 
from the ocean.” In this way we might encour- 
age commerce, in this way we might encour- 
age navigation vastly. We can buy iron ships 
in England so much cheaper than we can build 
them that just now it seems like madness not 
to do it. The strongest reasons given for 
the opposite policy are the training of skillful 
shipwrights at home and the building up of 
our own interests in this branch of business. 
To accomplish this the committee propose to 
allow ship-builders drawbacks or a return of 
all duties upon all imported material that goes 
into the construction of aship, such as timber, 
metals, cordage, and sails. Next to pay to 
ship-builders who use any American material 
an amount equivalent to the duties imposed on 
similar articles of foreign manufacture when 
imported. In addition it is provided that all 
ship stores and coal to be used and consumed 
on any voyage from any port of the United 


' States to any foreign port may be purchased 


free of import and internal duty. Upon all 
this a bounty of $1 50 for each registered ton 
of every sail vessel and every steamer running 
to and from the ports of the North American 
provinces, and four dollars a registered ton 
upon every steamer running to and from any 
European port, and three dollars to any other 
foreign ports. Such are the main provisions of 
the bill. 

It is impossible to éstimate the annual aggre- 
gate of these, since the amount of shipping is 
not fixed or limited, and would, if the bill 
becomes an act, be very largely increased from 
year to year. . 

The distinguished gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Lync] who has charge of this bill, in 
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estimating the cost of restoring our commer- 
cial marine, states that the entries at ports of 
the United States from foreign ports in 1869 
amounted to 8,750,862 tons of shipping, of 
which 5,347,694 tons were foreign and 3,402,- 
G68 tons American. Sixty per cent. of Amer- 
ican tonnage is engaged in the carrying trade 


between foreign nations, and enters our ports `. 


once a year. Forty per cent. is engaged in 


and enters our ports four times a year. In 
other words: 
Tona. . Tona, 
939,852 entering once a year make.............. 939,852 


9, 
626.568 entering four times a year make......2,506,272 
1,566,420 Total entry American tonnage....... 3,446,124 


The foreign shipping is estimated as follows : 


| 


i 
| 
i 
i 
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| their loss, their absence, may be a less evil than 
the burdensome taxes, subsidies, and expend- 
itures necessary to foster and maintain them. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts proposes 
| to amend the bill by substituting for that por- 
i tion which provides for subsidies a provision 
Í that discriminating duties be allowed in favor of 
wooden American vessels twenty per cent., and 


. ‘| iron American vessels of twenty-five per cent. 
the West Indian and South American trade, - 


The effect of this discrimination in favor of our 
' ships will be to enhance at once enormously 
' the value of American shipping. ‘There could 
` be no greater speculation than in such property. 
Pile all the freighting upon American bottoms, 


. double their business, and no leap of values 


Tona. Tona. - 
95), S11 steamers entering six times a year...1,504,866 
1,269,790 sail vessels three times a year.........3,809,970 
1,520,601 Total ontry of foreign tonnage......5,314,836 
= —_—_—_ 


This amount of shipping added to what we 
now have will do all of our carrying trade, To 
build this amount of tonnage, one quarter of 
iron and three quarters of wood, under the pro- 
visions of the bill now under consideration, 
would cost: 


952,312 tons wooden ssil vessels, $8 a ton... $7.618,736 
317,447 tons iron sail vessels, $18 a ton........ 5,713,046 
250,818 tons first-class iron steamships, at $27 671.807 
. 6,771, 


Total........ccccscorsorssencsnreceseres ae censese cosens esses $20,104,679 


This is what the people would have to pay ` 


for this increase of our shipping into the 
pockets of ship-builders. And this is upon 
the supposition that our carrying trade will not 
increase, but that there will merely be a substi- 
tution of American for foreign ships. 


The gentleman from Maine claims a deduc: | 


tion of $7,618,736 as drawbacks on imported 


material for wooden vessels, leaving but $12,- « 


485,948 to be paid out by our Government to 

make us able to do all of our carrying trade. 
This is, after all, mere conjecture. The pro- 

portion between iron and wooden vessels is 


. forward could be greater. 
_ This is the result, and not a reduction of 
‘freights. Our ship-owners would cut under 
foreigners just enough to seize and hold the 
, trade, and the people would pay the difference 
between that and a fair rate. The stimulus to 
ship-building would be great, very great; but 
it would be stimulus and nothing else; not 
nourishment, not healthy food; mere stimulus, 
! that must be kept up or a collapse ensue. 
The sailors and ship-owners and ship-builders 
would get the profits; nobody else. The peo- 
ple would have to pay for it all. 

Let us see what this scheme would cost. Our 
dutiable imports in 1869 were $395,000,000. 


046 | The duties were $180,000,000 in round num- | 


bers. Three eighths of this were American ton- 
nage, or about sixty-seven and a half million 
: dollars. Twenty percent. of this is $13,500,000. 
his much revenue would be lost at the pres- 
ent status of our shipping. But it is expected 


that this will put a great part of the carrying | 


trade soon into our hands, so that instead of 


= $13,500,000 it will run up to twenty, thirty, or 


not fixed.. ‘he increase of iron ship-building - 


is a The increase of woaden steamers is 
rapt . The increase of iron steamers is prob- 
ably to 


duties and the equivalents of duties will thus 
be increased greatly. The losses of import 


duty and internal tax on ships’ stores will be | 


largely increased as our tonnage increases ; no 


be very rapid. ‘he drawbacks for | 
$ relations with foreigners. 


fony millions of loss to the revenue. Who can 
tell? 
On the other hand; the gain of the people in 
the lowering of freights might be safely put 
down at less than five per cent. of the twenty 
and twenty-five per cent. sacrificed to the ship- 
builders and owners; an enormous cost, a 
wild project, a dangerous experiment; more 
r more extravagant than the original 
ui. 

But this is bad policy ; itisa cut-throat game ; 
it stirs up retaliation; it rouses jealousy; it 
puts us out of the pale of friendly commercial 
The result will be 


‘an increase of the price of freights; just the 


estimate is made for this; millions of dollars : 


must be added here. ‘The subsidies to be par 
are also to be. added on a commerce whose 


tons last year numbered over three millions ' 


and is growing rapidly; more than two mil- 
lions of which are subsidized at from three to 
four dollars and a half a ton, and less than one 
million at a dollar and a half a ton, making in 
all more than eight millions a year of subsidy. 

Here, then, we see an outlay of $20,000,000 
to drive competition out of the carrying trade 
to be spent in building ships, and $8,000,000 


a year of subsidies, to be increased as our | 


tonnage increases; to be doubled or trebled 
as the ships are multiplied by the encourage- 
ment thus given for this very purpose. 


Thus, the more prosperous the shipping inter- | 
est is the more great iron ships that are built; | 


the more we send out our hardy tars to carry 
for all the world the products of every clime, 
that much more it costs the people. We might 
in a few years do all the carrying for all the 


world if the people could only pay the draw- | 


backs and equivalents and subsidies. And if 
this bill passes the prospect is we will do it or 
die in the attempt. The practical question for 
us is: will this attempt to secure the carrying 
trade of the world pay ? 
Candor compels every fair man to say that 
a community of naval architects and ship-car- 
enters, skillful in their craft, is a powerful aux- 
iliary in war and a great promoter of national 
independence and prosperity in peace. But 


thing we of the interior want to avoid in every 
fair way. For while this policy gives us the 
carrying trade for imports it gives everybody 
else the carrying trade for exports. It gives 
all ships coming and going a load but one way. 
Disastrous is not the word for such a policy. 


nations. This would put up prices. This is 
an extreme measure of protection. This is 
prohibition in its roughest and savagest mood. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts says, 
it How, then, can they retaliate?’’ By refusing 
to trade with us. I wish to God—and I trust 
I speak with due reverence—they would. The 
difficulty is that we now are suffering in this 
country from overtrading and from overim- 
portations. If other countries would not send 
us any of their surplus luxuries and manufac- 
tures, if there was a wall of fire around us so 
that the foreign superfluities could be shut out 
from our people, it would, in my judgment, be 
better for the prosperity of thiscountry ; because 
we import now more than we export, and are 
selling our bonds to make up the deficiency. 
The protectionist, and the high tariff man, 
what other and higher and better protection 
could he desire than the refusal of France and 
England to trade in the products of their labor 
with America??? Here itis, stronger than it 
can be put in any other words. And I accept 
the argument as the best prohibitory one given. 
It is sound. -It is sensible from that stand- 
point, worthy of a powerful intellect, worthy 
of a better cause. My judgment is against pro- 
hibition, directly or indirectly. 


oe 


The gentleman from Massachusetts calls upon 
us to gratify our feelings by now making repris- 
als, in this way, upon British commerce. J am 
for the fair, open, bold, kind treatment of all 
nations. I helieve that thisisthe most profitable 
and the safest policy. I have no lurking desire 
to take revenge upon the English people for the 
outrageous conduct of a Tory administration 
which happened for a time to be in the aseend 
ant in the days of rebellion. Men of a different 
stamp are now at the head of the British 
nation. John Bright, our fast, firm, noble, 
bold, and manly friend, with his com peers, now 
constitute the British cabinet, and truly repre- 
sent the honest feelings of the majority of that 
great people in their sympathy with our free 
Government and in their respect for its repub- 
lican institutions. England, with Gladstone 
and Bright at her head, is the true friend of 
America. ‘Ibis is no hour for retaliation or 
revenge or hate or madness. Let us have 
amity and concord and harmony with the great 
nation from which we proudly claim our origin. 
Misguided, misgoverned, cramped by its aris- 
tocracy, but great in spite of all, and growing 
every day greater and grander as she grows 
more liberal under the guidance of such men 
as now hold the reins of power. 

Retaliation should never be our policy or 
induced in others by our policy. Let our 
treaties stand; let our laws providing recip- 


‘roeal duties stand; let us preserve friendly, 
cordial relations with all nations. 
: better preserve such an attitude than one of 


We can 


distrust, of jealousy, of estrangement, of covert 
hostility. 

It is our policy to buy ships where we can 
do so upon reasonable terms at an ordinary 
rate of duty. Germany does so, and now hag 
twenty-two steamers in the American trade. 
France does so. Austria has more than sixty 
ocean steamers purchased abroad. Naviga- 
tion and commerce are the great interests, 
vastly overriding ship-building. 

Why should we not put our flag on our own 
ships which were sold to avoid the casualties 
of war? Why not take the money we got for. 
our wooden ships and buy iron ones? Why 
not put our flag on any ship built anywhere? 
War put commerce and navigation, sixty and 
seventy years ago, into our hands. War within 
ten years took them away. Ships may be pur- 
chased of the best class of any kind. They 
would be purchased but for our prohibitory 
laws. Why not wipe such laws out? Do so, 
and our commercial marine will outrival that 
of all the world in a very few years. 

The gentleman from Maine says, the Presi- 
dent says, the Secretary of the Navy says, Ad- 


a | miral Porter says, every man of sense says, 
It might result in a refusal to trade with some || 


that the greatest source of naval power is in the 
merchant marine. Why not allow our mer- 
chant princes, our importers, our men of enter- 
prise on the sea-board to purchase these great 
and powerful steamships built upon the Clyde? 
Admiral Porter says: 

“If the United States possessed the steamships 
plying between New York and Europe the Govern- 
ment would have a better Navy than it ever had.” 

` He says further: 

“Ido not want better ships than those steamships 
are in case of war.” . 

Why not take him at his word, and let our 
people buy them? 

This problem is easily solved. We can have 
a vast merchant marine in a few years by the 
simple enactment of a law allowing the pur- 
chase of ships. Our freights will be cheaper, 
our commerce more extended, our naval power 
greater, and our national position more ad- 
vanced. Why keep all lagging and languish- 
ing at the door of the ship- builder? 

When we can have a thorough bill covering 
the whole ground I shall vote for it. But the 
measures’ now proposed are narrow, unjust, 
impolitic, ineffectual of good, and I believe 
would result in disaster to the country. 

We havea vast coast; no nation has so great 
a one. We hold the front upon both oceans 
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of the temperate zone. We face the tropics. 
We face the Arctic seas. From where the 
Gulf Stream flashes upon the Capes of Florida 
to the remotest head-lands of fog-bound Alaska 
the American keel strikes upon American sand. | 
We are by nature, by necessity, by destiriy, to 
be the great maritime Power of earth. Nothing 
can prevent it. We need the ships, greatiron 
steamships; we refuse to buy them. Wo madly 
adhere to the antiquated policy that none but 
American-built ships shall have our registry 
and sail under our flag. We are dashing away 
the scepter of the seas, in our blind adherence 
toa policy abandoned even by the monarchs 
of Europe. Ten thousand inviting bays and 
inlets and harbors and islands cry out ogainst 
this policy. The trade and travel, the home- 
ward and outward bound freights of forty mil- 
lion people, cry out against it. Common sense 
cries out against it. When will it be changed? 

Mr. PETERS. TI yield ten minutes of my 
time to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Brooks. ] 

Nr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I do not approve of the principles of this bill, 
and would not vote for it, were it not for the 
oppressive taxes imposed upon my people in 
the tariff on iron, steel, lumber, cordage, and 
ship material, which have nearly destroyed 


Atlantic coast. As Iam in favor of as free 
trade asour revenues will admit, I accept these 
two sections as a repeal of the tariff, so far as 
my constituents are concerned. I know that the 
true, the only, the statesman-like remedy for the 
destruction of our shipping is in the repeal of 
the oppressive taxes upon shipping, and, so 
far as shipping is concerned, that is here in 
this repeal, both in the first and second sec- 
tion ; therefore I vote for them. I trust the 
precon here to be established will tend to a | 
ike repeal upon the cost of railroad trans- 
ortation and agricultural and manufacturing 
implements and tools, for what is good for us | 
on the sea-coast would be good for all in the | 
interior. 
on shipping. I hope hereafter to vote for a 


' cheaper than in other countries. 


Vessels from all parts of the world used to 
visit our ship-yards for the purpose of being 


repaired, because of the recognized skillof our 


mechanics and their promptitude, and because 
they could get repairs done here a great deal 
After the 
passage of the copper tariff bill, of seventeen 
ship-yards we had only three left, the others 
having been compelled to close. 

It is estimated by the firm of Poillon, ship- 
builders, who built the celebrated yacht Sappho, 
that the copper alone required for a ship of 
one thousand tons will cost $1,500 more in 
this country than in Europe or anywhere else. 


_ And such is likewise the case in reference to 


n ] I , this floor, a mechanic himself, to find that he | work 
hoth iron and wooden ship-building on the ;; 


refurnishing a vessel with sails. Ships require 
new sails every two years. 


tering into the repair of vessels. Thousands 
and thousands of ship-builders are interested 
in this. 
by our severe tariff laws, and in a bill like this 
I insist that they shall not be overlooked ; that 
they shall be provided for if other ship-build- 
ing interests are taken care of. 

was much surprised, in the able speech of 


J There is no draw- : 
back on sails, or on iron or other materials en- ` 


They were thrown out of employment . }, 


my colleague, [Mr. CALKIN,] who represents . 


this interest more than any other member upon 


omitted any reference to this great interest of | 


ship repairs. 


Ber and other materials used in the repair of 
ships. 

Mr. COX. I hope we shall have ten minutes 
more time on this side. We have not had much 
time on this question. 

Mr. PETERS. My time is limited. 

Mr. CALKIN. Jam much obliged to my 


: colleague [Mr. SCAUMAKER] for reminding me 


of my omission in not speaking of the neces- 
sity of protecting the ship-repairing interest. 


_ He has so well explained the matter that it is 


_ unnecessary for me to say a word upon that || 


The two sections repeal the tariff | 


i; were it not that I wish to explain the bounty 


like repeal of taxes on agriculture and manu- | 


factures. 

I give the remainder of my time to my col- 
league, (Mr. CaLkrw.] 

Mr. CALKIN. I yield to my colleague, 
[Mr. Cox. ] 

Mr. COX. Ido not wish to detain the House | 
at any length ön this subject at this time. I 
shall move to strike out the proviso tö the first 
section of the bill for reasons stated at length 
by myself and others in the tariff and other 
debates. It is not necessary now to repeat 
these reasons. After providing for granting | 
rebate or drawback on materials entering into 
ship- building, for which I will vote in the in- 
terest of free trade, the first section contains 
a proviso that where American material is used 
in the construction of iron, steel, or composite 
vessels or steamers, there shall be allowed and | 
paid an amount equivalent to the duties imposed 
on similar articles of foreign manufacture when 
imported. I can never, Mr. Speaker, consist- 
ently with my principles, vote for that proviso. | 
If that be struck out I shall vote for the first 
section of the bill, reserving my right to vote on 
the other sections as the general interests of the 
country as well as of commerce. shall seem to 
require. 

Mr. CALKIN. I yield next to my eol- 
league, [Mr. SCHUMAKER. ] , 

Mr. SCHUMAKER. Mr. Speaker, I wish 


particularly to call the attention of the House || 5 


in reference to the pending ‘measure to the 
important interest of ship repairs. In the dis- 
trict which I have the honor to represent there | 
were before the passage of what is called the 
copper tariff bill seventeen ship-yards, mostly 
employed in repairing vessels, in sheathing,and 
otherwise making repairs of vesséis from all | 
parts of this and other countries. This bill 
does not provide for drawback of duties paid 
upon articles entering into the repair of ships. 


subject, and I would not desire to occupy any 
portion of the time of the House at present 


pest of this bill, the clause which requires a 
ounty to be paid to the builder when using 
American material. Inthe short time allowed 
me last weekI neglected to say anything upon 


‘that subject, and I now wish particularly to 


; call the attention of the House to that part of 


ourreport — 

Mr. Speaker, if we are sued in a court of 
law we employ as able a counsel as we can 
find to advocate our cause. If we are sick we 
look for the best physician that our town af- 
fords. If we want to buya barrel of pork we 
do not go to a dry-goods store; we go to a 
man who sells pork and buy it from him. If 
a farmer réquires his horses to be shod he does 
not take them to a shoemaker’s shop, but he 

oes with them to a blacksmith’s shop. Now 

desire to say something as to the necessity 
of using American material, in connection with 
the evidence given in this-report. I shall cite 
from the evidence the opinions of men who 
are practiced mechanics, men who know all 
about the working of iron. There is the evi- 
dence of many such men here; but I shall only 
refer to the evidence of two of them, and first 
to that of Mr. Stimers. I will fell you who 
Mr. Stimers is after citing his evidence. 

“ Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania, remarked that 
there was not much tax now on manufactured iron, 
except the mercantile tax. 

*Mr. Stimers replied that that was ono of the 
taxes which he wished to seetakenoff. Ships could 
built here now cheaper than was generally. sup- 
posed. He had noticed that it had been stated yes- 
terday before the committee that iron steamers 
could not, for the present, be built here as well as 
they were abroad. He did not agree to that. Dur- 
ing the late war iron steamers had been built for the 
Government under his general superintendence, and 
Mr. Rowland, now present, had built as good iron 
ships as ever had been built. a i 

‘Mr, MORRELL, of Pennsylvania, inquired whether 
it would not be desirableto use American materials 
in the construction of ships when they coufd be got 
as cheap as forcign materials. _ . 

* Mr. Stimers replied that American iron was much 


As I have said, I shall insist |: 


upon drawback of duties being allowed on cop- |: 
P g P :; ple. My opinion is that when iron ships come to be 


better than English iron. Shippers and shipping 
merchants always paid a higher price for American 
iron than for English iron. 2 

_ “Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania, inquired whether 
it would not be better to allow a drawback on iron 
equivalent to the duty, so as to allow the ship- 
builder to usc American iron. 

‘ Mr. Stimers replied that it would, and that ship- 
builders would always prefer American iron on 
account of its superiority. If it were made frec it 
would come to that, At first English iron might be 
imported, but builders would soon come round to 
Awmcrican iron, He had been Government inspector 
of the iron-clads, which had been constructed under 
his supervision in various parts of the country. Tho 
machinery for Government iron-clads and for iron 
mercantile vessels wasjust the same. Thearmature 
of the iron-clads would be heavier, but the construc- 
tion of the hulls would be the same, Vessels with 
‘iron hulls had been built for the Government at 

Portland, Boston, New York. Jersey City, Green- 
: point, Chester, Wilmington, Baltimore, Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati, and St. Louis. He had been abroad, and 
: had seen nothing thero to surpass the Americaniron 

work. Tho iron here was better than is made in 

Europe, and, therefore, the ships were better. These 
iron-clads had beon tosea, and had pounded on sand- 
anks, and not a hole had been made in one of thou. 
: Americans had not to learn how to build iron ships. 
They knew to-day howto do it. Givethomachance 
and they would build fleets of them. As to the low 
insurance on English iron ships, the insurance would 
be equally low on iron ships built here. ‘I'he latest 
works on naval architecture were obtained and 
studied in thiscountry, so that American ship-build- 
ers knew all that English ship-builders were doing, 


and would not produce work inferior to tho English - 
” * % * * * ie * * * 


“The CHAIRMAN. Do the builders of wooden ships 
adapt themselves readily to the building of iron 
ships? i 

“Mr. STIMERS. 


Yes, sir. The change is very sim- 


| made here it will be found that tho builders are those 
who have been building wooden ships. It requires 
only a different arrangement of materials, which is 
very easily learned. In fact, the art of ship-buildin 
' is simple if you understand naval architecture, an 
that the wooden ship-builders understand. I havo 
| seen men acting as common laborers, carrying iron 
about, and have seen them in six months afterward 
driving rivets, which is the most particular thing. 
_ If you have tho head man right the labor part is 
easily learned, as is proved by tho building of all 
these iron ships all over the country. Of course tho 
knowledge how to direct all to be dono requires a 
labor of years; but after the plans and specifications 
are completed the other parts of the work are easy.” 
* * k ® % + * k ew 


‘Mr. Hichborn, of Maine, remarked that itseemed 
to have been the sentiment of those who had ap- 
peared before the. committee yesterday that even 
with aremission of duties iron ships could not bo 
constructed here at once to compete with those built 
on the Clyde or the Tyne, but that it would require 
two or three years for the American iron ship-build- 
ors to get ready. k , 

“ Mr. Stimers replied that Americans could pro- 
ceed at once in the construction of iron ships. There 
were several establishments ready now to go right 
ahead and build iron ships, and large numbers of 
such ships could be supplied in the first year, He 
thought that they could be produced here quicker 
than they could be procured abroad.” 

* * * * E kod + * * Ld 

“Mr. 


WELLS. What material used in the con- 
struction of a ship is not produced in this country? 
“ Mr. STIMMERS. Jf believe we import Manila hemp; 
but thatis avery small matter, particularly in steam- 
ships. Most of the ships built hereafter will be, I 
think, iron steamers. That is the tendency.” 
* āo k k * +o 8 * å k ek 


“Mr. Hotman. Any man skilled in iron-work can 
readily be trained in that kind of work? 

“Mr. Stimers. Certainly,sir. The head man, of 
course, wants to understand naval architecture, We 
have men enough in the country to build hundreds 
of iron ships very soon.” 


The following is from the evidence of Mr. 
T. F. Rowland, proprietor of the Continental 
ship-yard at Greenpoint, Brooklyn: 

“Mr. CaLkin. You spoke of building ships of a 
lighter class of iron, using a better quality, of course 
not giving so great a weight. Please to state that 


again. 
“Mr. 


Row.anp. An inch square bar of Englishiron 
is supposed to hang up twenty thousand pounds 
without breaking. I suppose that would be the test 
of a bar of English iron. A bar of American iron of 
the same size would be considered rather poor if it 
did not hold up forty thousand pounds. , 

* Mr. MORRELL, of Péiinsyivania. The average is 
sixty thousand pounds? | 

“Mr. RowLanp. Yes, sir. The Abbott company 
iron will carry forty thousand pounds sure. Under 
Lloyd’s rules we are bound to put quite as much of 
that forty thousand pounds iron into a ship as an 
Englishman puts in of the twenty thousand pounds 
iron. The one costs about two and a half cents a 
pound in gold, and we pay from four and a half to 
five cents a pound in currengy, 80 that really our 
iron does not cost a great d more than theirs, if 
you take it by the real value. Butif you take it by 
the thickness, they can beat us to death. But where 
we do beat them is in our labor. They pay a great 
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doal less for labor than we do; but wo do more in | 
one day than they do, and what we losc in iron wo 
gain ia labor.” i 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. PETERS. I now yield to the gentle- 
man from fllinois, [Mr. MarsHALL. J 
Mr. MARSHALL addressed the House in 
remarks which will appear in the Appendix. 
Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, the subject 
before us affects so many interests, and is of 
such importance, that it is difficult for any 
single measure to unite the opinions of the 
different parties represented in the House or of 
the differentsectionsofthecountry. Although 
the bill reported by the committee now under 
consideration is open to objection, and par- . 
ticularly to that just presented by the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. MARSHALL] that it will 
not affect completely aud entirely the purpose 
intended, yet nevertheless it is true that it isa 
beginning, and we must have a beginning, and 
this is as good a commencement as can be sug- 
gested by any person representing any one of 
the varied public interests of the country. 
Perhaps the best comparison of American 
commerce with the general commerce of the | 
world was that published in 1855. The com- | 
| 


jj 
j 
i 
1 
$ 


mercial tonnage of the globe then amounted 

to fifteen million one hundred and twenty-five 

thousand tons. Of that amount Great Britain 

represented five million and the United States | 
five million two hundred thousand. The Uni- 

ted States in 1855 had’ an equal if not larger 

tonnage than any other nation. It had in- 

creased during the thirty years preceding at 

the rate of fifty-eight per cent. per annum, 

while the increase of the tonnage of Great 
Britain for the same period was only twenty- 

eight per cent., and it was then estimated that 

if the same ratio of increase continued for 

thirty years succeeding 1855, which would | 
have carried it to 1885, the tonnage of the 
United States would have been equal, if it had 
not exceeded, that of all other nations. 

The growth of American commerce began | 
to be sensibly and powerfully felt during the 
administration of General Jackson. It must 
be conceded that the liberal arrangement of 
impost duties which existed in the early part 
of this period, and especially that the suc- 
cessful establishment of cotton. manufactures, 
which brought into the markets of the world | 
a new fabric, representing a larger quantity 
of raw material, which with us was cheap, and 
a smaller amount of labor, which was dear, 
that other nations had manufactured, contrib- 
uted to extend the then rising commerce of 
the country. But this does not explain the 
extraordinary growth it attained in this period. 
‘There were other powerful aids accorded to it. 
The lesson of that period ought not to be dis- 
regarded now. When President Jackson came 
into power he found outstanding difficulties 
‘with almost every country on the face of the 
globe; difficulties which had existed in many 
instances from the creation of the Government. 
He gave his first attention to these questions, 
He settled one after another, every one of them, 
and at the close of his last term we were in 
absolute peace with all the world. We were 
not only at peace, but on terms of friendship 
with all foreign States. 

Of course there was nothing tointerrupt and | 
everything to support it. New manufactures 
created, what other manufacturing States had 
not supplied, without competition in foreign | 
markets, a liberal and reasonably permanent 
system of impost duties. A people at peace 
with all the world, profitably employed ; the 
public debt had been paid, taxes were light, 
and nothing to disturb the confidence of those | 
engaged in any of the pursuits of national in- 
dustry. These are the conditions of success- 
ful industry, and especially of prosperous com- | 
merce. There must be, first of all, confidence 
at home and peace abroad. A contented peo- 
ple and a strong Government are the essential 
conditions of its existence, and the adminis- 
tration of President Jackson, in seeking first 
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of all to establish these domestic and foreign 

relations of this character, gave to the country: 
a foundation for commercial operations which | 
was of itself a guarantee of success. The re- ; 
sult has been stated. Ju thirty years we had | 
equaled, if not surpassed, the commercial ton- 
nage of the British empire. The percentage | 


i of increase for a third of a century was nearly © 


double that of Great Britain. 


: succeeding 1855 the same ratio of increase | 
would have given to the United States the ` 
` greater part of the commercial tonnage of the | 


` naturel, and almost inevitable, of the great 


| upon trade; business is depressed, confidence 


‘ tries not as pleasant as we could wish. 


world. 

But now the condition of public affairs is 
greatly changed. ‘This is not to be charged as 
the especial fault of anybody; it is the result, 


events in which we have participated. Our 
debt is large ; our taxes are heavy ; the system 
of impost duties is necessarily burdensome 


is impaired, and our relations with other coun- 
We 
have a difference with Russia, growing out of 
treaty stipulations of which she complains, which 
leads her to contemplate what she calls retalia- 
tion. There is an unpleasant consequential 


In thirty years | 


embarrassment between us and Austria, grow- 
ing out of the failure of her invasion of Mexico 


during our rebellion, and its disastrous conse- || 


quences to one of the members of the imperial 
family. We have for reasons of our own dis- 
continued diplomatic relations with Rome. 
We have a postal controversy with France. 
Denmark has an unsettled controversy with us 


which seriously affects her relations with us, if i 


it does not touch her honor as a nation and 
lead to other embarrassments hereafter. 


: Governor of the Sandwich Islands complains 


that a treaty entered into with him more than | 
three years since is not only unsettled, but | 
has never been respectfully considered. There | 
is pending with San Domingo a question of a | 
similar character. With the South American 
republics our relations are not those of perma- 
nent peace. Brazil complains of our policy, 
as we did of hers, during her war with Para- 
guay. Our unhappy controversy with the 
latter Government is fresh in the recollection 
of every member of the House. Our attention 
has been called to the necessity of enforcing a 
convention with Venezuela, and it is reported 
in the public journals that one or more war 
vessels are to be ordered to that country to 
secure the rights of our citizens and the observ- 


ance of its treaties with us. And a like appre- | 


hension exists in regard to our relations with 
another South American State. We have in- 
ternational controversies with Spain that can- 
not be lightly regarded nor easily settled, dif- 
ficulties which have constantly reappeared at 
different times for nearly a century, and which 
it is scarcely possible to adjust except by the 
withdrawal of the Spanish flag from the Amer- 
ican continent. Of our unhappy controversy 
with Great Britain it is unnecessary to speak. 
No one can refer to it without apprebension, 
or recall the occasion of it without indigna- 
tion and sorrow. — ne os 

Such considerations of themselves show the 
impossibility of an extensive and prosperous 
commerce with foreign States. The very nature 
of foreign commerce requires that there shall 
be friendly relations with all Governments with 
which we seek to trade. And until these inter- 
national controversies can be settled, every one 
must see that the investment of capital for the 
reéstablishment of a prosperous commerce is 
impossible. But enough of that. 

There is another difficulty. Gentlemen from 
the West resist legislation for the benefit of 
commerce because; strangely enough, it is in 
the nature of protection. lt is protection to 
commerce, they say, and therefore objection- 
able. But gentlemen from the West know 
very well that there is no one interest in which 
they ang concerned which is not more liberally 


protectéd than our commerce ever was, Or than 
any other public interest. 


Yet western men i 


` obtain outlets to the seas of the world. 


The | 


seem to believe, as southern men believed 
some time ago, that a single great interest is 
sufficient to support a Government; they seem 
to believe that agriculture, the most important 
interest, is the only one to which the attention 
of the Government should be turned, as the 
southern men believed that southera products 
were sufficient to insure permanent national 
prosperity. 

But those gentlemen will find that although 
agriculture may be a most important interest 
it will not of itself sustain a nation like this. 
They will find, as the South has found, as every 


© nation will find that seeks to establish pros- 


perity upon a single interest, however import- 
ant and profitable it may be, that in the end it 


| will be as dust and ashes to them, and lead their 


people, as it did those of the South, to destruc- 
tion. Commerce must be protected as well as 
wool and cotton and copper and other west- 
ern productions have been protected. We shall 
then have a broad and lasting foundation for 
the prosperity we seek. 

They say, ‘‘ Let us buy ships where we can 
buy them cheapest ; that is the way to becomea 
commercial nation!’’ Sir, no Government on 
the face of the earth ever became a commercial 
nation or a commercial Power that could not 
or did not build ships for itself. France and 
Germany buy ships; but Germany is not yeta 
commercial nation, though she is struggling to 
She 
will become a commercial nation, one of the 
Powers of the earth on the sea as on the land. 
Bat she will then build her own ships, educate 
her own naval constructors, discipline her own 
seamen, and protect her commerce on every 
sea by her own naval power. France is buying 


‘ ships, but soon she will be ready and able to 


build her own steamers and thus sustain her 
own power. A different course would be to 
give control to the ship-building States, who 
need but withhold their supplies to become 
masters not only of every sea but of all nations. 

Another word. ‘The gentleman trom lowa 
[Mr. ALLISON] said the other day that the 
great objection to this bill is 
protects coastwise commerce. Sir, that is the 
great merit of the bill. The regeneration of 
American commerce must begin with the coast- 
wise trade. You cannot reéstablish your com- 
mercial flag without first reéstablishing it upon 
our own waters. Who will believe that the 
American flag can regain the supremacy in 
distant seas it once enjoyed without having 
first been reéstablished in the coastwise trade 
of the country ? 

Sir, it is a sad reflection that we see now no 
sign of the American flag on the Atlantic. On 
the Baltic it is no more seen. From the Black 
sea it hasdisappeared. The Mediterranean sea 
and the Indian ocean know it no more. There 
is a straggling fleet of steamers on the Pacific, 
where it is not likely to remain long, and there 
alone does the American flag appear upon the 
seas of the earth. 

When our commerce is reéstablished on our 
own coast, our inland seas and rivers, and our 
international affairs with other Governments 
shall have been amicably adjusted ; when every 
section of the country believes it is necessary 
to support and cherish, I will not say protect, 
all the interests of the country, the prosperity 
of commerce as well as other pursuits will be 
assured, and we shall have regained in com- 
parison with other Governments a power and 
affluence even greater than that we so happily 
and so recently enjoyed.. 

[Here the hammer fell.] Or: 

Mr. PETERS. I now yield for a moment 
to the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Ferry. ] 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. Speaker, instead of occu- 
pying any time in discussing this bill, I ask 
leave to print some remarks which I have pie: 
pared upon the general subject of the tariff. 

There being no objection, leave was granted. 

[The speech will be found in the Appendix. } 

Mr. PETERS. I yield the remainder of my 
time to my colleague, [Mr. Lyncu. ] 


that it mainly | 
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Mr. LYNCH. As there are several gentle- 
men who desire to offer amendments, Í now 


withdraw the motion to recommit, and when i 


the amendments have been offered I shall call 
the previous question, 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Maine (Mr. Lyxcu] consider the amendment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 

IUTLER| us now pending? 

Mr. LYNCH. Ido not; but I am willing, 
as that gentleman is absent, that any gentle- 
man may offer the amendment in his behalf. 

Mr. GARVIELD, of Ohio. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts left a copy of his amend- 
ment in my hands, with a modification which 
he desired to make, leaving the per cent. blank. 
Without indorsing this proposition or express- 
ing any opinion upon it, I ask as a matter of 
courtesy to ofer the amendment in behalf of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

The SPEAKER. 


There was no objection. 
Lhe amendment was as follows: 


Substitute for the third and fourth sections of tho 
bilt the following: 

SEC. —. sind be tt further enacted, That after the Ist 
day of October, in the year 1870, all goods and mer- 
chandise upon the importation of which the United 
States are not prohibited by treaty from imposin 
discriminating or differential duties shall be charg 
a rate of customs duties whenimported in American 
wooden vessels per cent. less, and in Ameri- 
can iron vessels percent. less than if imported 
ina forcign vessel. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be, and hereby is, author- 
ized and requested to give notice to each nation 
having conventions or treaties of commerce with 
the United States which prohibit the imposition of 
discriminating or differential duties upon imported 
goods or merchandise, and which are terminable 
upon notice, that said treaties, respectively, shall 
terminate at tho expiration of such notice, and 
thercafterward all goods and merchandise, the pro- 
duct of such nations, or imported therefrom, shall 
bave such reduction of customs duties when im- 

orted from foreign portsin American wooden or 
iron vessels, respectively, as hereinbefore provided. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
except by unanimous consent: more than two 
amendments cannot be pending when the pre- 
vious question is called. Is there objection to 
allowing more than two amendments to be 
offered? The Chair hears no objection. The 
previous question when seconded will be con- 


t. Jf there be no objection , 
the amendment will be considered as pending. — 


and fourth sections. I move to amend by 


| striking ont the proviso of the first section —— 


Mr. COX, 
tion, 

Mr. WOOD. I withdraw, then, that part 
of my proposition, and move to strike out the 
third and fourth sections. If the portions of 


I have already made that mo- 


the bill to which I object be struck out I shall | 
vote for it; otherwise, I must vote against it. ° 


Mr. LYNCH. I now yield to the gentleman 
from California, [Mr, SarnGenr. ] 
Mr. SARGENT. I move to amend by in- 


‘ serting after the word ‘‘ton,”’ in line fifteen, 
v page 3, the following: 


And upon any steamer running to and from any 
portin Australia or Asia, five dollars for cach regis- 


k tered ton. 


' State of Maine. 


sidered as operating upon all the amendments - 


which the gentleman from Maine may allow to : 


be offered. o 
Mr. COX. With the consent of the gentle- 
moan from Maine [Mr. Lyxcu] I move an 


amendment to strike out the proviso in the | 


first section. i 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Lrxca] yields to me that I may offer the 
tollowing as a substitute for the amendment 


of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. | Puen paid on such material: provided. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Is that pending? . 


TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Maine | 
| declines to yield to the amendment. 


Berier :] 


Src. —. And be it further enacted, That after the Ist | 
day of October, in the year 1870, all goods and mer- | 


chandise upon the importation of which the United 


States are not prohibited by treaty from imposing | 
discriminating or differential duties shall be charged | 


a rate of customs duties when imported in otherthan 


American vessels ten percent. in addition to existing : 


daties. 


SEC. —. And be tt further enacted, That the Presi- | 
dent of the United States be, and hereby is, author- | 
ized and requested to give notice to each nation , 


having conventions or treaties of commerce with | 
the United States which prohibit the imposition of | 


discriminating or differential duties upon imported 
goods or merchandise, and which are terminable upon 
notice, that said treaties, respectively, shall termin- 


ate at the expiration of such notice, and thereafter- | 
ward all goods and merchandise, the productof such | 
pations, or imported therefrom, shall be charged a ; 
like rate of customs duties when imported from for- | 


eign ports in other than American vessels, as here- 
inbefore provided. 


Mr. LYNCH. 1 t 
the gentleman from New York, {Mr. Woop.] 


Mr. WOOD. As I have remarked on a 
previous occasion, there are sections of this | 


bill for which I can vote and for which I shall 
vote if the gentleman from Maine will give us 
an opportunity to separate ore he I 
am opposed to the proviso of the fifst section. 


I am willing to vote for the second section | 


entire as it stands. I am opposed to the third 
¢ 


I now yield two minutes to | 


Mr. LYNCH. Iyield to the gentleman from 
Illinois, ee INGERSOLL, ] who wishes to offer 
an amendment. . x 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Irise for the purpose 
of moving an amendment, to add to the bill a 
new section. I concur in the views eXpressed 
by the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Woon, | 
and I offer my amendment on the supposition 


that the proviso of the first section, and also | 


the third and fourth sections, will be struck 
out. 
afford me much pleasure personally to vote for 
this bill, which is of special importance to the 
I would be glad to do this as 
a compliment to the Speaker, if for no other 
reason. But my conscientious conviction of 
the interests of my constituents compels me, 
notwithstanding my high regard forthe Speaker 


It would, I may be permitted to say, | 


and the known interest of his constituents in : 


this bill, to support the amendments already 
proposed by the gentleman from New York 


and, the proposition I now send to the Clerk. | 


I desire the Clerk to read my amendment. 


Mr. LYNCH. It can be read after the pre- | 


vious question has been seconded, 
Mr. ALLISON. I desire to offer an amend- 


ment. 
Mr. LYNCH. I cannot yield further, be- ` 
I call the previous : 


cause I have not time. l 
question on the bill and amendments. 


Mr. ALLISON. Let my amendment be ` 


read. i 
The Clerk read as follows: r 
In line sevon, after the words ‘' United: States” 


insert ‘of not less than two thousand tons burden;” 
so it will read: ; 


That upon all imported lumber, timber, hemp, ‘| are demanded 


Manila, and composition metal, and for iron and 
steel not advancéd beyond rod barsand bolts, plates, 
beams, and forgings, which may be used and wrought 
up into the construction of steam or sail vessels built 
in the United States of not less than two thousand 


tons burden, whether for the hull, rigging, equip- i 
e 


! ment, or machinery of such vessels, there shall 


allowed and paid by the Secretary of the Treasury, 


under such regulations as he may prescribe, a rebate ; 


or drawback equal to the duties which may have 


- Mr. ALLISON. Does the gentleman decline 
to let me offer that amendment? - 
Mr. LYNCH. I demand the previous ques- 


' tion on the bill and amendments. 
I move that the bill and |. 


Mr. ALLISON. 
amendments be laid on the table. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. [rise to a parliamentary 
question. I do not care to state it hurriedly, 


for gentlemen are somewhat excited about me; | 


and before I state my parliamentary question 
I ask gentlemen to reflect before laying this 
bill suddenly upon the table. > 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman must state 
his parliamentery. question. 
Mr. LYNCH. I will allow the amendment 
of the gentleman from Iowa to be pending. I 


also allow an amendment that the gentleman | 
from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] has to be | 


pending. ake | 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Is my amendment pend- 


i 


ng? a 
The SPEAKER. It is. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. Then I shall vote against | 


laying the bill on the table. 


Mr. ALLISON. 
lay upon the table. 

Mr. LYNCH. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the bill and amendments. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
55, noes 68. 

Mr. LYNCH demanded tellers. . 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Lyncu and 
Mr. ALLISON were appointed. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I rise to a parliamentary 
question. Ifthe previous question be not sec- 
onded, will this run on in the morning hour 
indefinitely ? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the bill be 
laid on the table. ; 

The SPEAKER. The House is dividing. 

Mr. CULLOM. Ifthe previous question be 
not seconded, will it not be in order to move 
to lay the bill on the table? 

The SPEAKER, If the previous question’ 
be not seconded, the morning hour having 
expired, the bili will go over until the morning 
hour to-morrow. ~ 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 77, noes 73. . 

So the previous question was seconded. . 


ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTION. 


_ Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found truly enrolled a bill and joint reso- 
lution of the following titles; whenthe Speaker 
signed the same: l 

An act (S. No. 76) concerning divorces in 
the District of Columbia; and ` 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 120) to provide 


I withdraw the motion to 


: for the appointment of an examiner of claimg 


for the Department of State, and for additional 


© clerks in the Department. 


AMERICAN COMMERCE. oe 


Mr. CULLOM. I move that the bill and 
amendments be laid on the table; and upon 
that motion I demand the yeas and nays. 

_ Mr, LYNCH. In accordance with the rules 
of the House, am I not entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. Not before the main ques- 


| tion is ordered. Seconding the previous ques- 
. tion is merely a preliminary operation to order: 
* ing the main question. Pending that, a motion 


i tled to the 


ig made to, lay the bill and amendments on tha 
table; and on that motion the yeas and nays 


Mr. INGERSOLL. Before voting to lay 
the bill and amendments upon the table we 
are entitled to have the amendments read. . 

Mr. LYNCH. I wish to ask the Speaker 


:| whether it has not been customary, after the 


previous question has been seconded, for the 
member reporting a bill to be entitled to the 
floor to close debate? s 
The SPEAKER. Under strict parliament- 
ary law the gentleman from Maine is not enti- 
‘floor until after the main question 
has been ordered. . SS hoes SP Bd 
Mr. LYNCH. What has been the usage? 
The SPEAKER. Not to recognize the gen- 
tleman reporting a bill to close debate. until 
the main question has been ordered to be put. 
Mr. PETERS. .1s anything in order but 


| the motion to lay.upon the ‘table, or to order 


the main question? Aeon = (ee 
The SPEAKER. It is not; and pending 
the ordering of the main question the gentle- 


| man from Illinois [Mr, Cuntom] moves to lay 


the bill on the table. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. On that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. test 

Mr. INGERSOLL.. And before I vote on 
that I demand that the amendments shall be 
read. gO a 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Jlli- 
nois [Mr. INGERSOLL] demands thatthe amend- 
ments shall be read, and the Chair regards this 
as his right. 

Mr. CULLOM. I withdraw the motion to 
lay the bill on the table, and will insist on the 
yeas and nays on ordering the main question, 
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Mr. SCHUMAKER. I renew the motion t 
lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. And on that motion 
demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I now insist that the 
amendments shall be read. 


o 
I 


The Clerk read the proposed amendments. ` 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. SCHUMAKER] insist on his 
motion to lay the bill on the table? 

Mr. SCHUMAKER. 
motion. . 

The question recurred on ordering the main 


| 


Mr. CULLOM. I have moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state also 


` to the gentlemen on that side that they will 
i gain nothing by that motion, because the pre- 
i vious question may be again called to-morrow. 


I withdraw that © 


Mr. ALLISON. I move to recommit the 
bill with all the amendments. 
The SPEAKER. ‘There is nothing in order 


: except the privileged motion of the gentleman 


from New York, [Mr. Catxix.] Does the gen- 


: tleman insist on his motion? 


uestion, which was on the engrossment and - 


third reading of the pending bill and amend- 
ments, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 85, nays 98, not voting 
46; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Armstrong, Arnell, Ayer, 
Bailey, Banks, Barry, Bennett, Bingham, Bowen, 
George M. Brooks, James Brooks, Buckley, Buffin- 
ton, Burdett, Roderick R, Butter, Cessna, Churchill, 
Cleveland, Conger, Covode, Davis, Dawes, Dickey, 
Ela, Ferry, Fitch, Hate, Hamilton, Harris, Heflin, 
Hoar, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Jenckes, Kelley, Kelsey, 
Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, Lash, : 
McCarthy, Mchee, Mercur, William Moore,Morphis, 
Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, Newsham, O’Neill, 
Packer, Paine, Perce, Peters, Phelps, Poland, Potter, 
Prosser, Roots, Sargent, Sawyer, Scofield, Lionel A. 
Sheldon, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, William 
J. Smith, Worthington C.Smith, Starkweather, Ste- 
` vens, Stevenson, Strickland, Strong, Taffe, Tanner, 
Taylor, Tillman, Twichell, Van Wyck, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, William B. Washburn, Wheeler, and 
Willard—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Archer, Atwood, 
Barnum, Beaman, Beatty, Beck, Biggs, Bird, Blair, 

oker, 
Sidney Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cook, C 
Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Degener, Dickinson, Dockery, 
Dox, Duval, Dyer, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Finkeln- 
burg. Fox, Garfield, Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Haight, 
Haldeman, Hamill, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, Hays, 

gersoll, Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, J udd, Kerr, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Logan, Marshall, Mayham, Me- 
Crary, McGrew, McKenzie, McNeely, Eliakim H 
Moore, Jesse H. Moore, 
Niblack, Orth, Packard, Pock, Pomeroy, Reeves, 
Rice, Ridgway, Rogers,Schenck, Schumaker, Shanks, 
Sherrod, Slocum, William Smyth, Stiles, Stokes, 
Stone, Stoughton, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Tyner, 
Upson, Van Auken, Ward, Welker, Whitmore, Wilkin- 
gon, Williams, Winans, Winchester, Witcher, and 
Woodward—98. 

NOT 
Bepjamin, Benton, Boles, Boyd, Buck, Benjamin 
F. Butler, Cake, Clinton L. Cobb, Cowles, Dixon, 
Donley, Ferriss, Fisher, Gilfillan, Hambleton, 
Heaton, Hill, Hoge, Holman, Thomas L 
Juliao, Kellogg, > 

ines, Samuel P. Morrill, Palme 
Randall, Sanford, Porter Sheldon, 
Townsend, Van Horn, Van Trump, 


Piatt, 


Voorhees, Wells, 


Eugene M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, and Wood—46. | 


` So the House refused to order the main 
uestion. 

Mr. ASPER. I beg to state that I have 
paired with Mr. Ferriss; if he were present 


he would vote ‘‘ay,” and I would vote ‘f no.” | 


Mr. WOOD. Iam 
of Maine. 

The result of the vote was then announced 
as above recorded. 

Mr. CALKIN. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the House refused to order the 
main question. 

Mr. CULLOM. And I move tolay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a point of 
order, that a friend of the bill cannot take the 
floor to move to reconsider the vote by which 
the House refased to order the main ques- 
tion. ~*~ 

Mr. CALKIN. I beg to inform the gentle- 
man that I voted with the majority on this ques- 


paired with Mr. MORRILL, 


tion, and have, therefore, a right to make this | 


motion. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to. 


the gentleman from New York [Mr. Carsin] 


that in point of parliamentary precedence he | 


gains nothing by this motion, because, unless 


he insists on his privileged motion, the bill | 


goes over till to-morrow and holds the morn- 
ing hour, when the motion for ordering the 
main question may be renewed. 


VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Asper. Axtell, | tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cessna] if he 


I demand the yeas . 


. | 


Morgan, Morrissey, Mungen, 


Mr. CALKIN. Ido. 


me, I will withdraw the motion to reconsider 


and let the bill go over until to-morrow. 
The SPEAKER. 


: expired, and the bill goes over until to-morrow. 


Lash, Lynch, Maynard, ` 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. HAMLIN, 
one of itsclerks, announced that the Senate 
had passed a joint resolution and bill of the 
following titles, in which the concurrence of 
the House was requested : 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 199) providing for 
the admission of photographs tor exhibition 


: free of duty; and 


A bill (S. No. 347) for the relief of J. Allen 
Porter. 
The message also requested the return to 


The morning hour has | 


Mr. CESSNA. I object to debate, and insist 
on the yeas and nays. i 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and jt was decided 


in the negative—yeas 87, nays 89, not voting 
[z4 


53; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Arnell, Asper, Ayer, 
Bailey, Barry, Benton, Bingham, Bowen, Boyd, 
George M. Brooks, Buckley, Burdett, Roderick R. 
Butler, Cessna, Churchill, William T. Clark, Amasis 
Cobb. Coburn, Conger, Covode, Cullom, Davis, Dege- 
ner, Dickey, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Lla, Vinkelnburg, 
Hale, Hamilton, Harris, Hays, Heflin, Loar, Hoten- 
kiss, Alexander li. Jones, Kelley, Knapp, Lash, 


! Logan, Maynard, McCarthy, McGrew, McKee, Mer- 
Mr. CULLOM and Mr. ELDRIDGE moved | 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. ; 
Mr. CALKIN. Tosatisfy gentlemen around : 


| Archer, Banks, B 
il Biggs, Bird, Blair, Booker, James Brooks, Buffinton, 


i Swann, Tanner, ‘Trimble, 


the Senate of the bill (S. No. 489) to grant 


land to the Sierra Iron Company, passed by the 


' Senate May 20. 


Burchard, Burr, Calkin, William T. Clark, i 
onner, ` 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. CESSNA. I desire to call up the con- 
tested-election case of Wallace vs. Simpson, 


: from the fourth district of South Carolina, and 


i 


| 
| 
| 


I will state that I propose to occupy very few 
moments of time. I desire to leave for home 


| in a day or two, and I want the case disposed 


of before I leave. 

Mr. KELSEY... I hope we shall go on with 
the consular and diplomatic appropriation bill. 
We can dispose of it, I think, within an hour. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I raise the question of 


‘ consideration in the contested-election case. 


Mr. KERR. I would inquire of the gen- 


i is not willing to defer action on this case until 


. Jones, | 
nott, Loughridge, McCormick, | 
r. Porter, `` 
Shober, Strader, i 


his colleague from his State and on the com- 
mittee [Mr. RANDALL] returns, so that he may 
be heard. 


tħe kind. He desired that I should state to 
the House that he dissents from the report, but 
he has never intimated to me that he desired 


to fight the report at all. IfI thought he did : 


I should not ask its consideration. : 


Mr. DAWES. I hope the House will not |} 


attempt to put through an election case involv- 


' ing such important principles as appear to be 


involved in this report. 

Mr. CESSNA. I object to debate. 

Mr. DAWES. Tappeal to the House not to 
take up the case. 

The question was upon taking up the con- 


|| tested-election case. 


Mr. CESSNA. Idemand'the yeas and nays. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Oh, take a division. 
Mr. CESSNA. 
first. f 
The question was put; and there were—ayes 


| 54, noes 83. 


Mr. CESSNA called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CESSNA and 
Mr. Kerr were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 


! ed—ayes 80, noes 84. 


Mr. CESSNA. I demand the yeas and nays. 


Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman will 


withdraw that call. 

Mr. CESSNA. No, sir; and I object to 
debate. | ; l 

Mr. DAWES. F want know when we are 


| going to finish the appropriation bills? 


Well, I will take 4 division | tions, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 


| Clinton L. 


eur, William Moore, Morphis, Daniel J. Morret}, 
Myers, Negley, Newsham, O'Neill, Orth, Packard, 
Packer, Paine, Phelps, Poland, Prosser, Schenek, 
Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, John A. Sinith, 
William J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Willian 
Smyth, Starkweather, Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, 
Strickland, Strong, Saylor, Lillman, Twichell, Tyner, 
Van Wyck, Ward, Wheeler, Whitmore, Wilkinson, 
Williams, Winans, and Witeher—87. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Ambler, Ames, 
arnum, Beaman, Beatty, Beck, 


Burchard, Burr, Calkin, Sidney Clarke, Cleveland, 
Cook, Conner,Cowles,Cox, Dawes, Dickinson, Dixon, 
Dox, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Fox, Garficld, 
Getz, Gibson, Griswold, Haight, Haldeman, Hamill, 
Hawkins, Hawley, Ilay, Hooper, Jenckes, Johnson, 
Judd, Kelsey, Korr, Ketcham, Knott, Laflin, Law- 
rence, Marshall, Mayham, McKenzie, MeNeely, 
Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H, Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
rissey, Mungen, Niblack, Peck, Pomeroy, Potter, 
Reeves, Rice, Ridgway, Sawyer, Schumaker, Sher- 
rod, Shober, Slocum, JosephS. Smith, Stiles, Stone, 
Van Auken, Voorhees, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B. Washburn, 
Willard, Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester, Wood, and 
Woodward—89. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Atwood, Axtell, Benjamin, 
Bennett, Boles, Buck, Benjamin F. Butler, Cake, 
l ] Cobb, Crebs, Dockery, Ferriss, Fisher, 
Fitch, Gilfillan, Hambleton, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, 
Holman, Ingersoll, Thomas L. Jones, Julian, Kel- 
logg, Lewis, Loughridge, Lynch, McCormick, Me- 
Crary, Milnes, Samuel P. Morrill, Palmer, Perce, 


| Peters, Platt, Porter, Randall, Rogers, Roots, San- 


ford, Sargent, Porter Sheldon, Stevens, Strader, 
Sweeney. Taffe, Townsend, Upson, Van Horn, Van 
Trump, Welker, Wells, and John Y. Wilson—53, 

So the motion of Mr. Cessna was not 
agreed to. 

When the roil was being called, 

Mr. CREBS said: Upon this question I am 
paired with Mr. Perce, of Mississippi. If he 
were present he would vote “ay,” while I 
would vote ‘ no.” 

The result was declared as above recorded. 


MINNESOTA AND WINNIPEG RAILROAD. 


-Mr. WILKINSON asked and obtained unan- 
imous consent to have ordered to be printed 
Senate bill No. 881, lying on the Speaker’s 


i table, being a bill granting lands to aid the 
Mr. CESSNA. I would do so, only my col- |; 


league [Mr. RANDALL] did not ask anything of | 


construction of a railroad from the western 
boundary of Minnesota, at the junction of the 
Sioux Wood river with the Red river of the 


! North to the Winnipeg district of British 


America. l 
ELECTION CONTEST. 


Mr. CHURCHILL, from the committee hav- 
ing in charge the contested-election case of 


| Whittlesey vs. McKenzie, from the seventh con- 


gressional district of the State of Virginia, 
submitted a report in writing, accompanied by 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That Charles Whittlesey is not entitled 
toa seat as a member of the Forty-First Congress 
from the seventh congressional district of Virginia. 

Resolved, That Lewis McKenzie is entitled to a 
seat as a member of the Forty-First-Congress from 
the seventh congressional district of Virginia. 


The report, with the accompanying resolu- 


printed. ; 

Mr, CHURCHILL. I give notice that I 
will call up this case as early as possible next 
week, l 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. KELSEY. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House now resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on the consular and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. j 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Incrrsout in the chair, ) and 
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resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
No. 1604) making appropriations for the con- 
sular and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1871, and for | 
other purposes. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the list of con- 
sulates under “schedule B.” 

Mr. PETERS. I move to amend the para- 
graph just read by adding to it the following: 
~ And from and after Juno 30, 1870, tho consul at 


| He is a man of scholarly attainments and fine | 


Birmingham shall be allowed for clerk hire at tho : 


rato of $750 per annum. 


I very reluctantly make any motion to in- - 
crease any compensation while there seems to 


be so much fever on both sides of the House | 


in favor of economy, and I would not do so in | 
this case if it was not an extreme one. 
the attention of the Committee of the Whole | 
while I state the facts of the case upon which ` 
I base my amendment, and I do not think it 


my statement. 
In the first place, I desire to state that the 


compensation of the consul at Birmingham, | 
which is now $2,500, by giving him a $750 

clerkship, will be no tax upon the Treasury of 
the United States, because there is an annual 
excess of consular fees of from sixty to seventy 
thousand dollars. 
state is that no consulate which collects as much 


at 


fees as Birmingham, with one exception, pays ; 
a compensation of less than $3,000; and no ` 


consulate that collects as much fees as Man- 
chester, with one exception, pays less than 


$4,000. Where consuls are allowed in fees 
as much as $2,500, instead of being paid by sal- ' 
the Committee ou Foreign Affairs, does not || 


ary, they are now always allowed by law clerk 
hire and expenses. There are thirty-two con- 
sulates, in each of which much less fees are 
collected than are collected in this one, where 
the consuls are paid in fees from three to six 
thousand dollars. 
‘There is no other office with $2,500 compen 


sation that colleets anything like the amount ; 


collected by the consulate at Birmingham. In 
1866—67—-and we have no later report—there 
were only five consulates which collected more 
than Birmingham. These five were London, 


Liverpool, Paris, Havana, and Manchester. | 


There are thirty-seven of these consulates, the 
salaries ranging from $3,000 to $7,500. The 


consulates at Glasgow and Bremen, which may | 


be considered as somewhat adjacent to Bir- 
mingham, pay each $3,000, while thelr united 
fees do not equal those collected at Birming- 
ham. By the consulate at Birmingham five 
thousand invoices are made out annually. 
These have to be made out in triplicate and 
four times recorded; thus thirty-five thousand 
copies have to be made. Alithisisin addition 
- to the routine business of the consulate. ‘This 
work requires the attention of a first-class clerk, 
who is often occupied far into the night. He 
now receives from th2 consul $1,000 in addi- 
tion to the pay allowed by the Government. 

I wish the committee to bear in mind the 
very important fact that the shipments from 
Birmingham last year amounted to from four to 
five million dollars ; and those shipments paid to 
the Government a revenue ofabout twelve hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. I wish the com- 
mittee to bearin mind also the further fact that 
this consulate collects annually from ten to fif- 
teen thousand dollars in fees. In view of the 
large shipments from Birmingham great watch- 
fulness is required over the invoices ; and hence 
the duties at that post become very important. 

I wish to say further that the Secretary of 
State, in a letter to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, [Mr. Banxs]—a 
printed copy of which I have on my-desk—has 
recommended the allowance of $750 additional 
to this consulate for clerk hire. He has since 
written to the Senate committee recommend- 


ing an allowance of $1,000, insted of $750. 
But, under the circumstances ofthe case, I move 
simply an additional allowance of $750; and 
considering the important nature of the duties 


_ but I neglected to do so until it was too Jate. 


of the office, the amount of fees collected, the 
watchfulness and care required at that consul- 
ate, and the fact that this increase is indorsed 
by the Secretary of State, it seems to me the 
House ought to adopt my amendment. Iam 
sorry that I did not go before the Committee 
on Appropriations and submit the proposition ; 


The present incumbent I know personally. 


character; he isan excellent business man and | 
a splendid fellow personally. Any gentleman 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, or any 


other member of the House who may go to 


Task .. 


i; Oppose it. 
t t |, there isin the list of consulates any case where ` 
adoption of my amendment to increase the | 


r 


i 


i 


| 
| 


{pase : 
The next point I desire to i seribed him. 


' 


; pared at this time to go into the question of 
` adjusting the salaries ot the various consulates 
of the Government. 


` single out this consulate for an increase. 


| tion has been called to this matter because I 


: giving equally good reasons whiy there. should 


| to whom this 


i ing the action of the Senate upon the consular 
l: bill, reported there by the Committee on Com- 


| esies of social life to those who may call apon | 


| shall not fail to take a letter of introduction 


Europe and visit Birmingham, will be person- 
ally well received, and perhaps the better | 
received if he will vote for this amendment. | 
I hope the gentleman who has charge of the 
bill will not object to it. I think the chairman 


k 4 : :, of the Committee on Appropriations, to whom |: 
will be rejected if gentlemen will but listen to ji Pte s i 


I have partially presented’the matter, will not | 
The committee must see that if ; 


a salary ought to be raised, this is one. 
Mr. ORTH. The eloquence of the gentle- ` 
man from Maine [Mr. Peters] has almost 
persuaded me to support his amendment. I 
have no doubt that our consul at Birmingham , 
is all that the gentleman from Maine has de- ` 
The fact that he is from Maine |, 
is probably an additional reason in his favor. |. 
But, Mr. Chairman, this committee is not pre- 


. The letter to which the : 
gentleman from Maine, has referred, as coming |; 
from the Secretary of State to the chairman of |, 


It: 
is, as I understand, a general letter in refer- | 
ence to the pay of all the consuls, recommend- |: 
ing a general revision, an increase of some | 
salaries and a reduction of others. My atten- | 


happened to be a member of the sub-committee || 
uestion was referred by the 


Committee on Foreign Affairs. Weare await- 


merce and now before that body. When that 
bill comes to this House we can then legislate 
in regard to this and all other like cases. 

The gentleman from Maine (Mr. Perens] 
is mistaken, however, when he says this in- 
crease of: $750 does not take the movey out 
of the Treasury. It is true in one sense it | 
does not take it technically out of the Treas- 
uty, but if we should pass the amendment it 
would prevent that much poing into the Treas- 
ary. What has been said may be true in refer- 
ence to the consulate of Birmingham, but it | 
is likewise true of other consulates. - The Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs are in possession of 
letters from probably twenty or thirty consuls 


be an increase of their pay, It strikes me from 
my experience that we have not a single con- 
sul who could not furnish to us as good reasons 
why his pay should be increased. 

I object to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Maine first, because we do not desire to 
take up one case and legislate for it to-the 
exclusion of all others;° and.in the seeond 
place, I do not think the people expect this 
Congress ought to increase the pay of our 
officials except in some glaring cases. This 
one at Birmingham is not an exceptional one. 
The salary there. has been fixed for years at 
what itis now. This gentleman accepted his 
appointment, and is there enjoying: himself, 
prepared I have no doubt to extend the court- 


him with proper letters; and if I go there I 


from the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. Perers. } 

Mr. PETERS. I move an amendment pro 
forma to the amendment, in order to say a few 
words in reply to the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Orru.] I again state that this consul at 


| of the United States. 


j on Appropriations. 


! expenses of the various consulates. 


Birmingham, if his salary be increased $750, 
will not take this money out of the Treasury. 
That consulate, until within a few years, paid 
the fees collected there into the pockets of 
the consul. It now pays from ten to fifteen 
thousand dollars a year into the Treasury 
They make out thirty- 
five thousand invoices and copies of records. 
Hehas exercised care and watchfulness over 
millions of dollars in value of goods coming 
to the United States, which pay-into the Treas- 
ury of the United States from one to two mil- 
lion dollars under our various tariffs. 

I say this is an extreme case. There is no 


': other case on the list of consulates which will 


compare with it. I ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations, who has looked 
into this subject with me, whether this is not the 
strongest case on the whole list of consulates? 
The bill of the Senate proposes to give him 
$1,000 ; but we are coming to the end of our 
legislation, and I have some apprehension that 
and some other bills will not find passage 


: through both Houses of Congress for want of 


time. This is an extreme case. It is an im- 
portant consulate. This consul receiving only 
one half of what many others get, pays twice 
as much into the Treasury from his consulate 
as those others. I think I am not asking too 
much when I ask for this increase. I appeal 


‘, to the gentleman from Massachusetts, the 


chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, 


if from his knowledge of the subject he does 
‘not think this is the strongest case in the whole 


list of consulates? The bill which is before 
the Senate decreases the salary of many of 
these consulates. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DAWES. It is due to the gentleman 
from Maine that I should say he has, as usual, 
made out a strong case, and, if possible, f 


; Should like to see his man relieved. As the 


gentleman from Maine has stated it he made as 


| strong a case as any other. 


Mr. PETERS. Isit not the strongest? 
Mr. DAWES. I do not know any made are 


| stronger than that ofthe gentleman from Maine; 


and I should like to see relief granted if the 
whole subject were now up before us. 

Mr. KELSEY. I oppose the amendment 
for the purpose of saying that this is only one 
of thirty or forty cases before the Committee 
The gentleman says this 
is the strongest case. I can tell one stronger, 
the case of the consulate at Vienna. He would 
be satisfied with a salary of $1,500, an increase 
of $500 over his present pay. 

Mr. PETERS. How much does he pay into 
the Treasury as fees? ah 

Mr. KELSEY. Ihave not time to turn to 
that. I only mention that this is not the time 
to regulate salaries of consulates. In. appro- 
priation bills we ought to appropriate only as 
the law now stands. If the jaw should make a 


| change we can hereafter make appropriations 


according to that change. But until the law is 
changed we ought to adhere to it as it now 
stands. ai 

Mr. PETERS. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? o 

- Mr. KELSEY. Certainly. 

Mr. PETERS. I wish to ask if the consul- 
ate at Vienna is anything more than a mere 
fancy thing? Are there any goods shipped 
from that point to this country ? 

Mr. KELSEY. It is of no importance to 
the question before the committee what that 
consulate is. I mérely mention it to illustrate 
the general proposition that there are claims 
from a large number of these consuls for an 
increase of pay. They are all founded on the 
same fact, that the amount of fees received at 
all the consulates is in excess of the expenses. 
It is true that we receive from consular fees 
$75,000 a year more than-the expenses of the 
consular salaries and the loss by exchange. 
But these do not by any means include all the 
There are 
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| 
various heads of appropriation which absorb | 
more than this difference. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Willthe gentleman yield 
to me for a question? 

Mr. KELSEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAYNARD. ‘This bill appropriates 
nearly a million dollars. A large portion of 
the amount, not far from half a million dol- 
lars, is for consular salaries and expenses. 
What I would like to know, and what the 
country would like to know, is whether this is 
in addition to the consular fees. - 

Mr. KELSEY. The excess last year of 
fees over the salaries of consuls and loss by 
exchange is $75,722 54. The whole amount 
of fees received was $459,722 43. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I pet the question with 
the view of directing attention to this point: 
that these consular expenses are not appropri- 
ations in the sense of being a tax upon the 
people. They are more than met by the fees . 
which are collected abroad. 

Mr. KELSEY. It is true that the fees are | 
collected abroad. But the total expenses con- 
nected with these consulates far exceed the 
fees collected by them. 

The amendment to the amendment was | 
withdrawn. f : 

Mr. VOORHEES. I wish to offer an) 
amendment, if in order. I desire to strike || 
out the words ‘‘Santiago de Cuba.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recog- | 
nize the gentleman from Indiana after the ; 
amendment of the gentleman from Maine is | 
disposed of. . i 

The question was puton Mr. Peters’samend- | 
ment; and it was disagreed to, on a division— | 
ayes seventeen, noes not counted. 

Mr. PETERS. I now movethe same amend- |! 
ment, only substituting ‘$500’? for “$750.” | 

The question was put on the amendment; 
and it was disagreed to, on a division—ayes . 
seventeen, noes not counted. 

Mr. VOORHEES.. I move to amend the 
paragraph by striking out the words “‘ Santiago 
de Cuba’? in line seventy-two. I do this, Mr. 
Chairman, for the purpose of calling, in a very 
quiet and calm manner, the attention of this 
House to the fact that the American flag at 
that consulate does not protect either the per- |; 
sou of the consul himself or the personal safety : 
of American citizens within his jurisdiction. | 
That being the case, Congress should not vote | 
money to keep a representative at that post. i 
He cannot reside there in safety. ! 
= Jf this Administration is determined not to | 

enforce the protection of our citizens abroad — 
we had better withdraw all our diplomatic ` 
intercourse with the nations of the world. I! 
now ask the Clerk to read from the New York | 
Tribune of yesterday morning an article in | 
regard to the treatment of Consul Phillips at | 
Santiago de Cuba, and the murder of innocent - 
Americans by the Spanish authorities. 

The Clerk read as follows: __ il 

* The indignities to Consul Phillips  Parhcitars of | 
the Execution of Wyeth and Speakman—The Consul ; 
forced to leave Santiago.—Consul A. E. Phillips, late | 
of Santiago de Cuba, bas just arrived on the steamer : 
North America. His account of his treatment while || 
on the island shows that the Spaniards have little , 
respect for American citizens or the American flag. | 
He says that soon after his predecessor left Cuba the | 
cases of Speakman and Wyeth came up. They were 
American eitizens, and Wyeth had been a telegraph 
operator in thiscity, He and Speakman wentaboard 
a steamer in New York harhor, supposing that they 
were going to Cuba allright. Beforethey had passed 
Sandy Hook a party of ten or fifteen men boarded 
the vessel and landed her near Santiago. The entire 
party was captured, and all were tried, condemned, 
and sentenced to death. There was no proof of their 
intimacy with Cuban affairs beyond their presence 
on the vessel, and. everybody believed their story | 
except the Spanish police. On the ni ht before the 
morning of the execution the consul did not sleep a 
moment. All possible means had been used to pre- 
vent the execution, except applying to the English 
consul. The two held a conference, and just before 
the fated hour arrived they went to the Spanish 
Governor, who was said to be asleep. Mr. Phillips 
forced his way past the servants,.and found ‘his 
majesty’ in bed, smoking. He covered his face with 
his hands and said that he did not wish them to ask |; 
for any favors. Both consuls urged their case, and 


: prisoners woul 


i sible. 
' his handsas he (Phillips) did his. Preparations were 


prayed for only three days’ respite, saying that the 
be able to prove their innocence by 
that time. 

“The Governor declared that they had been sen- 
tenced, and that he could not interfere. The Eng- 
lish consul did his utmost, but all efforts were uscless, 


struggle. | 

* Atter this it became warm for the American con- 
sul, but for a while his dispatches were forwarded 
and each time he received letters of thanks from 
Washington. Last January he sent a report reflect- 
ing severely on the Spanish Government. 


: and the condemned were then told to dic like Amer- | 
‘jeans. They did, and they met their fate without a 


Washington reporters got hold of it, and published , 


extracts, 101 t 
notes from friends in New-Y 


Shortly after this he received anonymous - 
ork, warning him to `! 


look out. Tho same day that the information was - 


received a colored servant rushed into the house 
exclaiming, ' O massa, the soldiers have seen a copy 
of your dispatch, and they will kill you. They are 
gathering up-town.’ 

“Further rumors of assassination reached him tho 
next hour, and then he thought it was about time to 
prepare for a visit. Five Americans, with Captain 
Cox, were all he could muster inthe place. The stars 
and stripes were run up, and they determined to die 
like men, Seeing that there were but few arms, 
Mr. Phillips sent for the English consul, who came 
promptly and told him that he was obliged to apply 
to a foreign Government for protection. They went 
to the Governor and demanded protection. Hesaid 
that he would do the best he could, but he advised 
Mr. Phillips to get out of Santiago as quickly as pos- 
He assured the consul that he held his life in 


made to embark on board a French steamer in the 
harbor, which would wait only one hour. Mrs,Phillips 
was sent to the wharf in a close carriage. Whileaser- 
vant was packing up some dispatches word was re- 
ceived that the consul would be assassinated on his 
way to the ship. He again applied to the Governor 
for protection, who sent his private secretary. ` By 


| going through back alleys, in company with the Brit- 


ish consul, the steamer wasreached in safety, It was 
nearly a month after leaving Santiago before Mr. 


‘| Phillips was able to find an American steamer, and 


in the mean time he was a guest of the Fronch and 
English commanders. He finally ran across Admiral 
Poor at Jamaica, who took him back to Santiago. 
Here, under the guns of an American man-of-war, it 
was not considered safe to go ashore, so the papers 
and accounts of the consul were sent on board while 
the vessel lay anchored in front of the town.” 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Chairman, that 
statement from the New York ‘Tribune dis- 
closes the melancholy fact that an American 
consul was chased out of Santiago de Cuba, 
through back alleys, under the protection of 
the British consul, the American flag floating 
over the consulate powerless to guard him from 


| the fury of a brutal mob supported by the offi- 
 Cials of Spain. 1t discloses the fact that Ameri- 


can citizens were butchered there in cold blood 


. by official sanction. The gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania [ Mr. Cesswa] has just approached and 
told me that Wyeth lived in his district; that his 
parents, who are as respectable people as there 


| are in Pennsylvania, still reside at Chambers- 


burg. I enjoin and implore every member of 


| the Committee on Foreiga Affairs, and every 


one of you who have access to the dead man 
who presides over the State Department, to go 
to him and tell him, if you can make him hear, 


that the blood of American citizens cries aloud | 


from the ground for action, cries in mournful 
and bitter reproaches against him for his im- 


| becility, his sloth, his disregard of the pride 


and honor aud glory and safety of this Repub- 
lic, once great and honored throughout the 
world, but now sunk so low, through his inac- 
tion, that a fifth-rate Power slaughters her cit- 


| izens with impunity, and drives her represent- 


atives in fugitive haste from their posts of 
diplomatic duty. sss 

Mr. BANKS. I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment. ‘The statement which has been read in 
regard to the consul at Santiago de Cuba is 
undoubtedly correct. The facts, although not 
directly from Mr. Phillips, as they are reported 
in the journal which has been read, have long 
been before the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and we are waiting an opportunity to report 
upon the whole subject, waiting patiently for 
an opportunity. We will not lose one minute 
in calling the attention of the House to the 
subject. But that does not appear to me to 
be a reason why we should abolish the con- 
sulate at Santiago de Cuba; but, on the con- 
trary, it is a strong reason why it should be 
supported, and why the Government, if it has 
not done all that is necessary to maintain the 


Some || 


| ity. 


honor of our flag, should renew its efforts in 
that direction. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to say, in connec- 
tion with what has been said by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, because I have read these 
reports before, and I have been feeling for 


: some time that we were not doing our duty, 


and that the hesitancy on our part was almost 
criminal, that [ am satisfied that at any time 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs will ask the 
House to letthem make that report the House 
will not object to it; and I hope it will be 
done. 

Mr. MUNGEN. So dol. 

Mr. BANKS. Ihave given more altention 


| to this subject than the gentleman from lili- 


nois can have done, I have been watching 
with care day by day, and hour by hour, and 
minute by minute, the temper of the House in 
regard to this matter; and although I believe 
that the House is willing to give the subject 
consideration at an early day, and I expect 
within a week or ten days at Jeast the whole 
subject will be presented, I believe there las 
not been one moment when we couid have 
obtained the leave of the House to act upon 
this question by the submission of the report. 

Mr. LOGAN. I hope the gentleman will 
ask that leave, and see whether the House will 
allow it. 

Mr. BANKS. Well, I shall ask it. I have 
already asked it. Ihave asked permission to 
report from the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
on the subject, and the House has given us a 
special assignment. But other special orders 
have had precedence, and it has pot been in 
our power to set aside those orders and to get 
a two-thirds vote to set aside other important 
orders; embracing the tariff legislation and the 
legislation connected with the appropriation 
bills. But as soon asit is possible to do it I 
shall ask the House to give us that opportun- 
I will say to the gentleman from Illinois 
and the gentleman from Indiana that we will 
not lose one moment in presenting this subject 
to the House. 

Mr. LOGAN. I did not intend to cast any 
reflection onthe Committee on Foreign Affairs; 
nothing of that sort; nor do I pretend to know 
the temper of the House, nor anybody’s opin: 
ions but my own. But I do not believe the 
House will object to taking up the question at 
any time the gentleman asks it, because tha 
whole country demands, from one end of it to 


! the other, that we shall speak in reference to 
! Cuban affairs; and outrages have been per- 


petrated there until, as the gentleman from In- 


: diana (Mr. VoorBEEs] has said, the very blood 
| of American citizens cries aloud from the ground 


for the protection of this Government. And 
it is due to the people of this country that this 
Government should show some sympathy at . 
least for struggling communities who are seek- 


| ing to obtain for themselves the same freedom 


which we enjoy. I hope that on the firstoppor- 
tunity the gentleman from Massachusetts Mr. 

Banks] will ask for a suspension of the rules 
in order to bring this subject to the attention 
of the House. 

Mr. BANKS. I shall do so on the first 
opportunity. 

- Mr. VOORHEES. So far. as I know the 
temper of the House, and I think I know the 
disposition of this side of the House, they are 
ready at any time to give the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Baxxs] an opportunity to 
bring this subject to the attention of the House. 
I will now withdraw my amendment to the 
amendment. 

Mr. SARGENT. I renew the amendment 
to the amendment.. It seems to me that the 
blood of American citizens should boil when 
such stories of outrages as these are recounted 
in our hearing and are admitted to be true. „But 
I wish to call the attention of the Committee 
of the Whole to the means by which we shall 
redress those outrages. Shall it be by means of 
resolutions reported from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, even though they be adopted 
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unanimously by Congress? They would be but 
mere brutem fulmen. Or shall it be done’ in 
another way? When the Governmentasks usto | 
put in their hands an adequate naval force for 
the protection of our honor and flag, by voting 
down the appropriations asked for? When they ` 
ask us to give them five thousand barrels of 
guppowder after having shown that they had 
but five thousand in arsenals, the capacity of : 
which is fifty thousand barrels, shali we higgle 
with them and cut down the estimate to twenty- ` 
five hundred barrels? The Department asked 
for $400,000 forthe ordnance department to 
make and handle your ordnance, and you cut 
them down to $100,000; and then you com- | 
pian and carp and cavil at them because they 
have employed the money which you put in 


rottenness. It may be all very well to abuse the 
Secretary of State, and speak of him as sitting 
in his office like an old fossil or a dead man, 
while you have deprived the Government, of | 
which he represents but a single Department, 


of the means to protect our flag and the honor. , 


of our country. 

Now, I desire as much as any member can | 
that all proper care shall be taken of our in- 
terests everywhere; but I also desire that 
power shall be given to the Administration to | 
enable itto do so. I ask that our Navy shall | 
be put upon something like a proper footing; 
that matter must come before us again. The 
bill which we passed the other day, after cutting 
down the various items of appropriation so 
unequally that they do not fit into each other 
at all and cripple the whole service, that hill 
has gone to the Senate, where I hope it will be 


reformed and made somewhat adequate to the | 


necessities of the service, and then when. the : 
bill comes: back to us again the question will : 
practically present itself whether we are willing 


to lodge the power in the hands- of. the Gov- ii 


ernment which may be necessary to protect : 


our flag. l |! 


My blood boils, like that.of other gentlemen, || 


when I hear such statements as have been read | 
from the Clerk’s desk to-day. But Spain has ` 


in the Cuban waters five ships of war to our ‘| 


one, five men to our one, and five guns to our | 
one. What shall we do? Shall we require | 
our.naval commander, with the limited means | 
at his disposal, to engage in a war with Spain? 
Or shail we concentrate our naval forces there 
until it shall equal that of Spain, and at the | 
same time deprive our interests in other parts | 
of the world-of. the protection they should re- 
ceive? We have not the means to put in those 
waters a naval force that is equal to that of a 
fifth-rate Power of Europe. Yet gentlemen 
cavil about the Navy, and talk about the ex- 
enditure of money upon the Navy; about our 
aving seven navy-yards, and all that. Why, 

sir, the single navy-yard at Ferrol, of Spain, 
would. take into it every navy-yard whick we 
have, and it would scarcely be seen that they 
occupied any space in it. f 

Now, sir, what is the proper course for us 
to pursue? We comprise a great country, 
with forty million inhabitants, with our national 
fiag to be protected, with our consuls flying 
from Cuba and other places, wherever any 
Power may see fit to insult us. AH this is 
passing before our eyes day after day; and 
we satisfy ourselves with standing hereand pro- 
claiming thatthe Government ought to do some- 
thing. Yet we do notgive it the means whereby 
it may protect the rights of American citizens. 

(Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Olio. Mr. Chairman, 
I do not now desire to take part in any discus- 
sion which may touch upon the Cuban question 
generally, and our relations to that island ; but 
J do desire to call attention to what appears to 
be the character of the person referred to as 
the author of the document. which has been read 
at the Clerk’s desk. The late comsul of the 
United States at Santiago was General William 
Steadman, a distinguished citizen of the con- 
gressional district which I represent. He died | 


; ily of General Steadman. 
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at his post, after having been on duty only a 
few days. The present consui at that place is 
also from my congressional district. I have 
thus had occasion to learn something about the 
consular duties there; and I desire fora moment 


surface to be the character of this man Phil- 
lips, whose paper has been read at the desk. 

‘When General Steadman died, on the 6th 
of July, 1869, he was residing in the family of 
Mr. Phillips, who sent a very brief letter to the 
State Department, stating the fact of General 
Steadman’s death, and saying that he would 


a fuller account of the circumstances of his ill: 
ness and death. More than a dozen letters 


i | have been addressed to him since that time by 
their hands to redeem your Navy from utter | 


the bereaved family and by the friends of the 
deceased, yet not one syllable of answer has 
been received. No effects have been sent on, 
though General Steadman had in his 


Not a word on this subject 
has been heard from Mr. Phillips to indicate 
his purpose or desire to discharge the sacred 
trust committed to him or to give any account 
of the death of the American. officer who died 
in his house. The present consul was at San- 
tiago some weeks before Mr. Phillips left, but 
has not obtained any intelligence for the fam- 
Very recently Phil- 


Mr. LOGAN. I move to strike out the 
paragraph. Mr. Chairman, [I did not expect 
to enter into a discussion at this time about 
Cuba. So far as this man Phillips is concerned, 


| I know nothing about him and care nothing 


to call attention to what appears to me on the - 


| in a few days send on his effects, together with . 


osses- : 
| sion at the time of his death a considerable 
i sum of money. 


lips fled from Cuba, claiming that his life was ; 


in danger. 
and by some curious process he got himself 


| appointed consul at Jamaica in place of an 
! American consul who had died there. 


obtained his appointment from an American 


admiral, who had no power to make such an ` 


appointment, and the appointment was dis- 


avowed and revoked by the Secretary of State / 
as soon as information on the subject was re- |, 


ceived. It appears also that Phillips was taken 
back to Santiago on an American man-of-war, 


where he might stand on his rights as an Amer- , 
ican citizen, and that when he arrived there he ` 
did not dare to land, as the admiral thought, ` 


because of the debts due by him, and for which 
he was liable to be sued on landing. 
informed also that Mr. Phillips has lately sent 


to the State Department a claim against the |, 


United States of $200,000 damages for having 


|, been overawed, threatened, and endangered by 
the authorities, of Cuba. 


This is the man who 
tells us:these horrible. stories about the state of 
affairs ia Santiago de Cuba. Moreover, having 
bad. these terrible stories published, I am told 
that he has sent to the State Department a 
disavowal of their truthfulness, saying that he 
wrote them under duress and to save his life; 
that they were written to pacify the people 
around him. 

- I have stated what I understand to be facts 
that can be verified hy anyone who will apply 
at the State Department. Now, before I pro- 
pose to let my *' blood boil,’’ before I propose 
to abolish this consulate or to legislate in any 
belligerent way, 1 would like to have this per- 
son who cáres so’ much for the honor of the 
American flag send back the money now in-his 
hands, and belonging to the bereaved family of 
a noble man who was lately consul at Santiago. 
I should like to have him send word also about 
that man’s last sickness—what-he said in the 
hours of approaching death. I should like to 
have some response sent to the inquiries of the 
agonized widow, who has been beseeching for 
one utterance of her dying husband. But no 
answer has come to any such application. Let 
this man show some humanity to these people 
whom he-has so cruelly wronged before he 
takes the care.of the whole human race, and 
specially of all West India consulships on his 
hands. Heis busy pursuing his $200,000 claim 
for his having been troubled in his sovereign 


right as an American citizen upon the island of © 
I do not think it right that this House | 


Cuba. 
should go into an agony of indignation over a 
man who bas behaved as that man has. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 


He went away on a man-of-war, ' 


He 


I am |: 


about him, or in reference to any stigma which 
may have been attempted to be cast upon him. 
| I for one denounce no one; but I do assert the 
' truth of the fact that American citizens have 

been killed. American citizens from our States 
have been killed in Cuba, under the orders of 
the Spanish Government. This isafact which 
no man will undertake to dispute, whether it 
may be stated by Mr. Phillips or by anybody else. 

There can be no more important question 
than the protection of the lives of our citizens 
abroad. I hope it will be brought before the 
House at the earliest possible day. It is con- 
: ceded that to-day American citizens are not 
' safe from outrage and death in the island of 

Cuba in sight ot the American flag; No Gov- 

ernment has ever yet sat down so quietly as 
. this Government has when a struggle was 
going on on the part of a neighboring people, 
fighting bravely for liberty against oppression 
and tyranny. We bave not in any way as a 
nation shown our sympathy for the Cuban 
people who have risen in favor of independ- 
ence. 

I have nought to say against the Secretary 
of State. I know nothing about what he has 
been doing, except what we have reported 
through the newspapers; nor do I care. We, 
‘ag the representatives of the American people, 
have our own duties to perform. But there is 
one thing I can say to my friend from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. SARGENT] when he talks about the 
Navy of the country not being in condition to 
i: be expected to cope with the great naval force 
which Spain has in the Cuban waters. If it 
had not been for the aid of this Government 
the naval force of Spain which now surrounds 
the island of Cuba would not now be in exist- 
ence. ‘This Government permitted those ves- 
sels to be constructed by Spain in our own 
ports, to be fitted out and manned in our own 
ports, to leave our shores fally equipped to go 
to Cuba to- surround that island, and to amother, 
if possible, the revolution of the people of Cuba 
against their oppressors. While we granted 
' this privilege to the Government of Spain, and 
|, to this extent aided it in making war upon the 
|: people of Cuba, this Government has uniformly 
© and constantly refused to accord the least priv- 
: ilege or assistance to these same people of 
i, Cuba who are so gallantly fighting. for exist- 
|) ence. : 
| It seems that we may pay more. defgrence 
i to the rights of other Governments than we 
|| demand from other Governments for our own 
|! people. Therefore, in view of the facts we have 
in reference to the outrages upon our own peo- 
li ple by the Spanish authorities in Cuba, 1 do 
ii insist, in behalf of the constituency which I 
|| represent upon this floor, that this Government 
shall afford ample and prompt protection to all 
our citizens wherever they may be. Memorials 
have come up to us on this subject from my 
constituency as well as from others. We have 
had memorials from Masonic lodges, a thing 
li seldom before heard of in this country. ‘hese 
i| men who have been slain, as American citizens, 
i! belong to their order, and they ask that the 
|| Government of the United States shall take 
some decisive action in the Cuban matters. 

i: These are some of the reasons why | have 
l spoken and said what I have. The constituents 
' of other gentlemen have memorialized to the 
same effect. They insist we shall not at least 
i aid Spain against the struggling Cuban people 
, who are fighting for liberty and independence. 

| There isa rumor for which I do not vouch, 

|| but which we all must have heard. Whatis 
"it? Itis alleged that this Government is not 
indisposed to let the flame of liberty which 
has sprung up in Cuba fligker and die out, so 
li Prim will be able to make a bargain with the 
: Catalan, volunteers who hold Cabs in their 
i grasp, by which ultimately the island of Cuba 
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shall be sold for $100,000,000, out of which 
fund these Spanish barbarians and their friends 
are to be taken care of. We have all heard 
something of that kind. Ido not state that 
the Secretary of State has any knowledge of 
it or that such is the case; but, sir, this want 


of action on the part of our Government in | 


favor of struggling Cuba does look as though 
there was something covered up that we do 
not see. Sir, let us acknowledge them as 


belligerents and stop these murders and make | 
Spain whoin |' 
: drawn. 

. The question was taken on Mr. Voornezes’s |. 


them conduct civilized warfare. 
hot haste recognized the rights of the rebellion 
now dictates to our Government what we must 
do, and we crouchingly obey. 

| Here the hammer fell. } 


Mr. DAWES. I have confidence that what- | 


ever violence or indignity may have been 
offered to the flag of the United States will be 
properly resented by the Government, and that 
the honor of our flag will be vindicated. 
not rise to defend the Government of the Uni- 
ted States on any such plea as the gentleman’ 
from California [ Mr. Sarcent] has putin here 
in the name of the Navy, that it has not power 
to defend our flag in Cuban waters, because 
we have refused to appropriate money enough 
to the Navy. Does the Nuss of the United 
States shelter itself through the gentleman 
from California [Mr. Sancext] from the per- 

formance of its duty under the plea that unless 
it has all the money asked for here it will stay 
quietly by and permit the flag of the United 
States to be insulted? Sir, the Navy of the 
United States has two hundred and seven ves- 
sels atits command. It has an Admiral, a Vice 
Admiral, and ten rear admirals. It has eighty- 
five hundred men, and has $14,000,000 appro- 
priated to it. 

Mr. SARGENT. How many of those ships 
are transports ? 

Mr. DAWES. Let my friend from Califor- 
nia make his defense of the Navy in their 
name, that they are afraid to go down into 
Cuban waters with all this power, and let him 
read then what were the performances of the 
Navy when the minister of the United States 
was insulted in his own house and under the 
flag of the United States in Paraguay, and how 
these men now having the title of admirals got 
down on their knees before the tyrant Lopez. 
I would vindicate the Navy from any such 
imputation as the gentleman from California 
puts upon it. ae 

Mr. PROSSER. Irise to a point of order. 
J submit that this discussion has gone beyond 


- the proper latitude allowable to such a debate ; 


that this discussion with reference to the Navy 
is not in order on the consideration of the pend- 


ing bill. - , 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot sus- 
tain that point of order, | 

Mr. SARGENT. Lhope the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] will be allowed to 
proceed, and explain how many of these ves- 
sels are tugs and how many small-sized steam- 


boats. 

Mr. DAWES.. If the Navy supposes that 
it vindicates itself before the country, or if it 
supposes that it will force upon the Congress 
of the United States lavish expenditures of 
money by getting any gentleman as its mouth- 
piece on this floor to declare that it does not 
vindicate our flag because it has not force 
enough, it mistakes the judgment of the conn- 
try upon its course since the war. It mistakes 
the judgment of the country upon the manner 
in which it has expended the money which has 
been voted to it heretofore; it mistakes the 
judgment of the country upon its own efficiency 


and spirit and pride, if it folds its arms, and 


when criticised points back to its past history 
as if it were never for the future to make 
any effort to vindicate the flag of the country. 
It has power enough to do so, and I repel the 
imputation that it is because the Congress of 
the United States does not clothe it with power 
enough that it has not performed its duty in 
those waters. 


Mr. CONNER. Mr. Chairman, the discus- 
sion upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Indiana-—— 

Mr. WILLARD. I rise to a point of order. 
I wish to inquire what is the pending amend- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending amend- 


‘ ment is that of the gentleman from Indiana, to 
‘strike out the words ‘ Santiago de Cuba,”’ 
` and on that amendment debate is exhausted. 


Mr. VOORHEES. 
Mr. WILLARD. 


I withdraw it. 
I object to its being with- 


amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to 
strike out the paragraph. 

Mr. CONNER. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out the last word. This discussion, Mr. 


that Chairman, has developed some important fea- 
9 i| 


tures relative to the course pursued by the 
Administration toward our citizens in foreign 
countries. The fact has been established, and 
I believe has not been denied, that Americans 
have been murdered on the island of Cuba. I 
say murdered, because when accused they have 


' been denied the privilege of a fair trial, but by 


drum-bead court-martial proceedings have been 
condemned and executed. It has been alleged 
by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARTIELD] 


that the reports which have reached us of these | 
unprecedented proceedings are entitled to no ' 
credit on account of the irresponsibility of the | 
| gentleman who makes them. 
| tration chooses to intrust the responsible posi- | 


tions of diplomatic agencies to men of irre- 
sponsible character this House and the country 
must hold the Administration responsible for 
the results; at all events, this House cannot 
be held responsible for the proceedings of such 
parties. Mr. Chairman, whatis the duty of this 
Government? As I conceive, it is to grant, 
extend, and insuré to all American citizens, 
wherever found, that protection which the flag 
of a great Government should always give to 
its citizens. 

It was a proposition laid down and estab- 
lished by the fathers, which forms the founda- 
tion of our system of government, that the 
sympathy of the American people should always 
be extended to a foreign people who are or 
may be struggling for liberty. What have we 


| here? Almost within our borders for years the 


patriots of Cuba have been endeavoring to 
throw off the Spanish yoke and rid themselves 
of the despotism that has so long oppressed 
and cursed them. The demand of the Amer- 


ican people has been that’ we, that Congress, | 
the Representatives of the nation, should make | 


some substantial manifestation of our sympathy, 
and extend to those struggling people the en- 
couragement that should be extended to every 
people who desire to be free. It has been sug- 
gested that the Navy Department is notin a 
condition that would enable the Government 
to extend protection to our citizens, lest by s0 
doing we should hazard a war with Spain. 
While I can find nothing in that old despotic 
Power to excite my fears, I frankly admit the 
force and trath of the suggestion, and I am in 
favor of strengthening our Navy and granting 
to the Department all they ask. Then let it be 
understood: that they are able to defend our 
citizens, and if they decline to do it hold them 
responsible. 

One word more. Gentlemen talk about ex- 
pense! Why, sir, if there is 4 negro killed in 
any one of the southern States this House can 
vote millions of dollars, and send regiments 
of troops there; in time of profound peace, to 
be quartered on our own people. You can 
establish your military commissions and put 
upon trial American citizens in violation of 
the expressed provisions of our Constitution, 
and you can send soldiers into every county 
throughout the South to enforce an odious 
policy and sustain by the bayonet a mushroom 
party in power; but when a report comes to 
this House that American citizens have been 


If the Adminis- | 


~ 


murdered in a foreign land, our flag insulted, 
and our representative compelled to flee the 
country, it fails to awaken sympathy, and it is 
passed by without the slightest notice. 

Mr. Chairman, judging the future by the 
past, I have little hope that this Administra- 
tion will protect our citizens sojourning in 
foreign lands, or express sympathy with the 
downtrodden and oppressed of other nations; 


: and the only way, in my judgment, to enforce 
i those principles that were enunciated by the 
' fathers is to insist by a vote of this House that 
: the demand of the American people shall be 


carried out, and that these people who are 


: struggling for freedom shall be encouraged by 


a vote of this House. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I desire to be heard in 
Opposition to the amendment. I do not appre- 
hend that there is any danger at all of a war 


i with Spain, and I look upon this bugaboo which 


has been got up about our Navy as mere bun- 
combe. All we want, and all the Cubans want, 
and all that is necessary for the protection of 
Kfe and for the protection of the helpless women 
and children who are being murdered every day 
by the blood-thirsty Spaniards, is for this Gov- 
ernment to do what Spain did to the confeder- 
acy, grant belligerent rights to the struggling 
Cubans. When that is done France and ling- 
land will follow suit, and they are now stand- 
ing amazed that this country, a great Republic, 
will not step in, after a struggle of eighteen 
months, and say to the Spaniards, ‘Stop your 
murders and treat your prisoners as prisoners 
of war.” . i 

This, sir, is a struggle for liberty. I at- 
tempted to show on a former occasion, and I 
can show at any time, that the Cuban struggle 
is a far greater one; that there are more men 
in arms, more men fighting} and that there 
has been more blood shed than there was in 
the first twenty months of our Revolution. Let 
us at once without delay, without waiting for 
San Domingo, or any other island, or any 
other ring, or any other job, declare to the 
world that we regard Cuba as a belligerent 
struggling for liberty and independence. Let 
us disregard rings, whether in San Domingo or 
in Cuba. Inthe name of humanity, let us stop 
this wholesale murder of women and children. 
I say that it is a disgrace to the American 
name that we have suffered this thing to go on 
sò long. The American people remember 
well when Crittenden and fifty young Ameri- 
cans were shot down like dogs on the plaza 
at Havana. They remember that in 1869 the 
gallant August Arango, brother of the bogus 
Napoleon Arango, a Cuban general, was mur- 
dered by the Spaniards in Puerto Principe, 


_ whither he had gone by invitation of the Span- 
| ish general under a flag of truce, and his body 
| horribly mutilated and torn to pieces in the 


streets. ; 

The hearts of the American people beat 
with sympathy with those who are struggling 
for freedom everywhere, no matter where it 
is. I believe ifthe matter was left to the voice 
of the people they would be unanimously in 
favor of at least granting belligerent rights. 
That has nothing to do with war; it would 
not provoke the effete old Spanish Govern- 
ment to war atall. But as was said by the gen- 
tleman from Ilinois, [Mr. Logay,] our Gov- 
ernment, instead of doing what ought to have 
been done, has been aiding the Spanish Gov- 
ernment by letting them have vessels of war, 
fifteen-inch guns, &c. i 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

- Mr. KELSEY. I ask unanimous consent 
of the Committee of the Whole that all debate 
may be now closed on this paragraph. 

Mr. BANKS. I object. 

Mr. KELSEY. Then I move that the com- 
mittee now rise, for the purpose of obtaining 
from the House an order to close debate on 
this paragraph. i 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the gentleman will 
permit the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs to be first heard. 
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Mr. KELSEY. Very well; I will withdraw 
the motign for the present. 

Mr. BANKS. I wish to say to the gentle: 
man from Ohio [Mr. Muneen] that the Comi 


mittee on Foreign Affairs make the Cuban | 


question second to no other. We but wait an 
opportuuity to present to the House the whole 
subject, pure and simple, disconnected with 
anything else. 1 say, also, to the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Logan] that we favor in no 
wise whatever the proposition to buy the island 
of Cuba. : 

Mr, LOGAN. I did not say that anybody 
in this country favored such a proposition. 

Mr. BANKS. Iam myself opposed to such 
a proposition. The Committee on Foreign 
Atlairs have given a great deal of attention and 


consideration to this subject, and are ready to 


report upon it. But while this House was 
engaged tn the discussion of the tariff bill every 
man must have seen that it was not then pos- 
sible to get the two-thirds vote necessary to 
postpone that subject, and we expected every 
day that it would be disposed of. And so it 


has been with regard to the appropriation bills, 
which have been before the House since the . 


tariff bill was laid aside. 
House will give us the opportunity we will 
present this question, pure and simple, for its 
action without any restraint or limit whatever. 
And Ido not doubt that the House will find 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs as determ- 
ined to maintain the honor of this country as 
any other committee or any other portion of 
the members of this House. I am giad of the 
opportunity to say this, because we have been 
charged by various journals in this country 
with having intended to suppress the matter 
and keep it from the House. 

Mr. KELSEY. I now renew the motion 
that the committee rise, for the purpose of 
obtaining from the House an order to close 
debate on this paragraph. I believe one or 
two members wish to move to insert the names 
of one or two places which have been omitted ; 
that they can do even after the debate has been 
terminated. I wish to state that the omission 


of a name in an appropriation bill does not ; 


destroy the consulate at that place, for a con- 


sul can still be appointed there and receive | 


But whenever the : 


the fees he may collect as his compensation. | 
Having made that statement, I now insist on . 


my motion. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Let me suggest to the 
gentleman who is managing this bill (Mr. KEL- 
SEY] that just a little spice of fair play on his 
part will help it along very much. We do not, 
desire to be cut off in the middle of a debate, 
especially when most of the time has been 
taken by gentlemen on the other side. We 
want only a little fair play. I desire to make 


a few remarks myself, inasmuch as it was upon | 


my motion that this debate was commenced. 

Mr. KELSEY. Then I ask unanimous con- 
sent of the Committee of the Whole that all 
debate upon this paragraph shall terminate in 
fifteen minutes. 

Mr. WILLARD. Before that unanimous 
consent is given, although I do not desire to 
discuss the question of Cuba, I do desire, be- 


fore the debate on this paragraph is closed, | 


that the House shall hear read a letter which 
was written by our consul at Odessa, which 
consulate is left out of this paragraph. I under- 
atand, if the motion of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Keser] shall prevail, that the 
letter cannot be read except by unanimous 
consent, 

Mr. KELSEY. There will be time enough 
for that. I ask unanimous consent that all 
debate on this paragraph shall terminate in 
fifteen minutes from this time. 

Mr. COX. How much of that time will the 
gentleman allow us to have? 

Mr. KELSEY. ‘Ten minutes of the fifteen. 

Mr. COX. Well, that is fair. + . 

No objection was made; and it was accord- 
ingly agreed that all debate upon the pending 


| 
| 


: arraign the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. KELSEY, I now yield to the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Voorness. } 

Mr. VOORHEES. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Myers] asks me to yield to 
him for one minute, which he does not want to 
come out of my time, and which I do not want 
to come out of it either. 

Mr. MYERS. I only desire to say to the 


House, in furtherance of what has just been | 
said by the chairman of the Committee on ` 


Foreign Affairs, [Mr. Banxs,] that our com- 


and when the fact of these identical outrages 


SS eeeemrrreerreeeeeee eee ee 


call here before this House, knowing, as he 
must have known, that Wyeth and Spekeman 
were dead; knowing that the gravamen of the 
charge which I brought against the State De- 
partment was true, that these men had been 
murdered, that their blood had been shed, that 
their young pulses had been stilled in the early 
morning of their lives by a set of brutal gar- 
roters. 

Passing by their smoking blood, which to- 


: ; : t : day soaks the soil of Cuba, like the citizen of 
mittee has done its whole duty in this regard; : 


the days of the Revolution described by Pat- 


` rick Henry, who went through the American 


was brought to our attention we sent for the | 


Secretary of State and the Secretary of the 
Navy, and under our advice two vessels were 
dispatched to Santiago de Cuba, and if more 


were not dispatched there it was because there | 
are but about forty sea-going vessels now to | 


patrol the seas, and the difficulty was to take dered; I cry out for the return of the honor 


them from other stations. : 


Mr. WILKINSON. I ask the gentleman ` 


from Indiana [Mr. Vooruees] to yield to me 
for one minute. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Certainly. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I desire to make a 


single remark in reply to what has fallen from | 


the gentleman {rom California, [Mr. Sargent.] |' sadors in foreign countries sneer and laugh at 


That honorable gentleman took occasion, or 


rather sought to take advantage of the allusion |: 


_camp shouting ‘‘ Pay for my beef!” the gen- 
.tleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] rises up 


here and cries out for the return of the effects 
of some one who died where our consul was 


_stationed. Sir, I ery out for the return of the 
lives of our citizens who have been foully mur- 


‘of the American flag that has been insulted ; 
‘I ery out for the return of a foreign policy 
_ which shall be known and honored throughout 


the world, instead of being despised and con- 
temned as oursis now. Talk with foreign min- 


: isters who have returned, as I have, and you 


will hear them describe how English embas- 


|, the foreign policy of this Government. 


to the atrocities which have been committed | 
in Cuba, to lecture this House for refusing to | 
vote to the Navy appropriations as large sums | 


as that honorable gentleman demanded of the 


House. Now, I wish to say just this: thatsince | 


these troubles have been going on in Cuba, and 
while American citizens were being murdered 
there, it has been proven before a committee of 
this House that every American vessel was with- 
drawn from the Cuban «waters and sent else- 
where. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman from Minnesota 
[Mr. WILKINSON] says every American vessel 


I will tell you where they were 


| sent; they were sent to San Domingo. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I am very giad that I 
yielded to the gentleman from Minnesota, [ Mr. 
Witkinson.] Iam glad, not merely because 
Iam always ready to oblige him personally, but 
because of the statement he has just made. I 
do not wish to be understood as desiring 
have nọ. doubt that the members of that com- 


mittee are as patrioticand as much devoted to | 


a proper discharge of their duties as are any 
other members of this House. But I called 


| the attention of this House to the extraordi- 
i nary publication in the New York Tribune for 


the purpose of anew arresting the attention of 
members and of the whole country and direct- 
ing it to the bloody, unparalleled, and atrocious 
outrages perpetrated upon American citizens 
almost within sight of our own soil. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] rises here, 
and, for the purpose of shielding the Adminis- 
tration from the just blame which attaches to 
it, makes a personal criticism on the consul. 
Of this I know nothing. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I did not do it 
for the purpose—— 

Mr. VOORHEES. I have no time to yield. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Idid not do 
it for the purpose ot attacking the consul. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I have no time to yield, 
and he knows it. ‘This article in the New York 
Tribune appeared with the indorsement of the 
responsible editor of that paper; it appears 
as the article of nobody else than the editor of 
the New York Tribune. Itis not a publica- 
tion purporting to be by A. E. Phillips; he is 
merely cited as authority for the facts therein 
stated. 

I have no doubt that the facts there stated 
are true. The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
GABFIELD,] however, calls for some effects 
that had passed, as he says, into the hands of 
this consul, and which he asserts belonged to 


There occurs to my mind at this moment 


. the case of a young Irishman by the name of 


McConnell. He came to this country in the 
fall of 1861. He landed in New York, took out 
his naturalization papers, enlisted in the ninety- 
ninth regiment of NewYork volunteers, fought 


` until the last gun was fired, until the last flag 
was furled in the air, and quitted the service 


: Ireland. 


: was withdrawn from Cuban waters and sent |: 
: elsewhere. 


as a captain. In September, 1865, he sailed 
to revisit the associations of his boyhood in 
In the harbor of Dublin the ship he 
was on was boarded by the British police ; there 
he was arrested. He was tried and convicted 
in December. At this hour, while we are here 
in ease, with every comfort and luxury, that 


. man with the scars of fifty battles—not so many 
i scars as that; but scars won in a war in which 


i 


he participated in at least fifty engagements— 


: is sleeping, or perhaps at this hour waking and 


: praying for relief, serving out ten years of a 


' term of conviction in a British prison. 


These are facts, solemn facts, and you know 
it. . On the 1st day of April the Secretary of 
State declared to this House that there were 
seventeen American citizens serving out terms 
of conviction in English prisons, not for acts 
on British soil, but for words spoken under the 
shade of the American flag. 

Look at England herself and take example 
from her. When a few crazy men from her 
borders penetrated the interior of Africa and 
were captured by the savage, barbarian prince 
Theodorus, of Abyssinia, and held as hostages 
for the fulfillment of a wild, chimerical scheme 
of matrimonial alliance between him and the 
queen of England, what then, sir, was the con- 
duct of England? Slighting negotiations, she 
called her armies from the Indies of the East, 
landed them on the eastern coast of Africa, built 
railroads to penetrate the savage fastnesses of 


| that country, and stopped not until she slew tle 


barbarian in his stronghold of Magdala, forever 


‘crushed his power, and took her eight or ten 


citizens out of bondage. Had it been America 


' dealing with American citizens, their blood 


might have soaked unavenged into the dry 
sands of Africa as they have soaked into the 
sands of Cuba, and theState Department would 
have still slept, and the President would have 
remained inactive, and this House would have 
cried the watchman’s cry as he goes his rounds: 
“Alls well! all’s well!” 

Mr. Chairman, we have had no foreign policy 
that has commanded the admiration of the 
earth since the day when Andrew Jackson, 


| that man not merely of hickory, but of iron, 


was seated in the chair of the Executive Man- 
sion. He spoke to Louis Philippe, of lrance, 
and told him to pay his debts or be prepared 


paragraph should terminate in fifteen minutes. || some citizen of his district. He makes that || to meet the concentrated courage and patriot- 
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ism of a free people. His words electrified 
the civilized world, and fora long time Amer- 


ican honor lived on that tradition alone through- | 
That tradition has expired and | 
been lost to us in these days of modern degen- ` 


out all lands. 


eracy. If, then, I have for a moment aroused 
the attention of the House and the country to 
the necessity of a change in our foreign policy, 


so that we shall not only protect our ministers |: 


abroad, but also our private citizens, I will | 
! would come nearer to my heart, would com- | 


have accomplished the object I had in view. 


Mr. WILLARD. Mr. Chairman, it does not ' 


surprise me to see gentlemen on the other side 
of the House, when they think they can make 
a point against a Republican Administration, 


grow warm and eloquent and violent in their | 
denunciation of the Government, which they - 


insist is not taking care of its citizens on for- `; 


eign soil; but I should have a little more con- 
fidence in the sincerity of their love for Amer- 


ican citizens, and might be inclined to look , 
upon this effervescence of patriotic indignation | 
as something beside political claptrap, 1f I did |. 
not know that in most if not all of the late | 
© I was exceedingly sorry that my friend from 
Indiana [Mr. V oorHEES] permitted himself, 
perhaps in the heatof debate, to use the words |: 


rebel States for the last two or three years 
American citizens have been shot down, not 
by twos or fives or tens or scores only, but by 


hundreds, and no voice of gentlemen on that | 


side of the House has been heard in denun- . 


ciation of sach murders. No, sir; the gentle- 
men on that side of the House have no indig- 
nation to express, no eloquence to expend 


in denunciations, when loyal American citi. © 
: of the writer of the article which was read, or 
| at least the party who gave those statements ' 


zens are murdered at home for the crime of 
being Republicans. But when they can find 
the case of one, two, three, or half a dozen 
American citizens, who have gone on expedi- 
tions to foreign soil and violated the laws of 
other Governments, and who have been visited 
only with the penalty denounced for violation 


of those laws, then they come here and hurl | 


their fierce words against a Republican Admin- 
istration, charging that it is false to the rights 


ot the American people because it does not at | 
once use all the military and naval force of the | 


Republic in avenging what they are pleased to 


call these insults to our flag and these invasions | 


of the rights of American citizens. 

Mr. CONNER. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a question? 

Mr. WILLARD. Ido not yield. I remem- 
ber further—and it is in the memory of all the 
members of this House—when American citi- 


zens were shot down in cold biood by day and || 


by night all over the plains of Kansas. And 
whenever a Republican newspaper or a Repub- 


lican speaker denounced those cold-blooded | 


murders by the border ruffians, who then rode 


on their mission of murder through that battle- | 


ground of freedom, we were told by Democratic 
presses and Democratic politicians that these 
stories were all manufactured for political 
effect. Now, sir, where one American citizen, 
in violation of any American rights, has suf- 
fered on a foreign soil, one hundred or one 
thousand American citizens, as good American 
citizens as the gentleman from Indiana or my- 
self, have been shot down at home, for no 
offense except that they believed in a Govern- 
ment of the people and acted with the party 
that holds that doctrine as one article of its 
faith. Elections have been carried in south- 
ern States by terrorism and violence and whole- 
sale murders, and men have came here with 
their certificates of election almost dripping 
with the blood of such murdered citizens. 


But it has not been my fortune to hear. the | 


voice of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 


Vooruees, | or of any other gentleman on that | 


side of the House in this Hall, insisting that the 
death of these American citizens, shot down 
on American soil, under the protection of the 
American flag, for daring to exercise the Amer- 
ican’s right to the ballot, should be avenged 


by the whole power of the American Govern- | 


ment, Yet the gentlemen raise their voice 
here in the loftiest and most impassioned tones 
of denunciation and invective, and in derision 


speak of the gentleman who has charge under | 


this Administration of the conduct of our for- 
eign affairs as ‘‘the dead Secretary of State,” 
because he does not, at their demand, at once 
insist on redress from Spain and Englaud for 
the wrongs which they assert a dozen American 
citizens have suffered at the hands of these 


Governments. | 


Sir, the appeals of these gentlemen in be- 


half of people struggling for freedom elsewhere ; 


and for the rights of American citizens abroad | 


mand more of my sympathy, if I saw them ' 
standing by law and order here; if I saw them ° 


asserting the rights of all American citizens at ' 


home; if I saw them defending the purity of 
the ballot-box, by which alone the people can 


ing in our own country upon the principles of 


‘republican government and the doctrine of i 


liberty and equal rights for all who have made 
their home in our borders. i 

I yield the balance of my time to the gentle- ` 
man from Ohio, [Mr, GARFIELD. ] 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, | 


he did in his reply to me. I distinctly dis- 
avowed, when I rose to make the few remarks 


‘which I addressed to the committee, any pur- . 


| pose of saying anything that touched the Cuban 


: question. 


| stated that no reply whatever had been given 


| debate on this question must now be closed in 


I stated that my purpose in rising 
was simply to throw some light on the veracity 


publicity through the columns of the Tribune. 
J stated some facts, and I stated among other 
things that a dear friend of mine, a gallant 
officer in our late Army, had died in that gen- 
tleman’s house, and that, though his effects : 
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nial possessions upon this continent. They 
believe that in due time Spain and other Eu- 
ropean Powers will find it their interest’? to do 
soand so. That is your President, and you 
have acted in correspondence with his views, 
Much as has been said by the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and other gen- 
` tlemen, they have produced nothing from their 
committee as yet which shows that their hearts, 
their minds, or their patriotism are bound up 
with sympathy to be extended to the struggling 
people of other nations, and especially those 
upon our own continent. 

What did the gentleman from Minnesota 
[Mr. Witxinson] say a moment ago? Why, 


J by Y à le e j when an attempt was made to send some of 
be secure in their rights; if I saw them insist- | 


our naval forces to Cuba, he saidall the vessels 


' that were to have been sent there were sent to 


San Domingo. Why? Because, as you know, 
as the géntleman from Massachusetts knows, 


- and as the Senate knows, San Domingo is a 


great job. They know that when we get San 


i Domingo and pay our money for it we get a 


mere shell. They know, at least they would 


, find it out if they would inquire at the State 


Department, that all the franchises of coal and 
copper, of colonization, of railroads and lands, 
and of national debt are granted beforehand 
toa peculiar setof jobbers. It only illustrates 
what we have charged on this floor again and 
again, that the whole Administration here is 
run by land jobbers, by foreign jobbers, by 
tariff jobbers, by railroad jobbers. The whole 
Government has got to be a jobbing concern 
from one end to the other, and it will only be 
restored when the old Democratic party, of 
which you, Mr. Chairman, were once an hon- 


: ored member, shall come back into power. 


were there, whatever may have been the me- :: 


: mentoes he left, or the last words he uttered, | 


that individual had given no sign, though ap- ` 
pealed to in the most touching manner by eight 
or ten addresses from the bereaved family. I 

them. 


resent me as being like the man who called 


: ‘beef?’ through the revolutionary army, stat- | 


ing that 1 was here after effects while Ameri- | 
can citizens were dying. I hope that the gen- | 
tileman from Indiana, by alluding in such a | 
way to those who fought gallantly in our Army j 


will not compel us to conclude that for them ` 


he has no sympathy, and that all his sympa- : 
thies are reserved for those of our citizens who | 
fall into trouble a long way off. i 
[Here the hammer fell. ] | 
Mr. COX obtained the floor. | 
Mr. LYNCH. Will the gentleman yield to | 


me for two minutes? i! 
Mr. COX. I cannot yield to the gentleman | 


if it has to come out of my time, for the whole ' 


five minutes. We have had a very curious 


debate. 


I spoke the other day of the Navy being the | 
weakest part of this weakest of all Administra- 
tions that we have had siace the Government | 
began. Bat, from what gentleman. have been | 
saying to-day, I would infer that the State 
Department had not even strength enough to 
be weak. It has been represented as dead, 
effete, utterly gone, having no power to pro- 


tect either the black man or the white man at | 
home or abroad, wherever the rights of Ameri- ; 


can citizens are involved. 

And I believe, Mr. Chairman, the country is 
coming to the conclusion that this whole ad- 
ministration under General Grant is an utter 
and conspicuous failure. What did he say | 
when he sent us his message at the beginning | 
of this session? These weak words: ‘The 


|, United States have no disposition to interfere | 


with the existing relations of Spain to her colo- 


i Mr. WILLARD. 
I stated that; and yet the gentleman . 
from Indiana so far forgets himself as to rep- :; 


And, as usual in such debates, we | 
have had a good deal of truth told by gentle- i 
men on the other side about their failures to | 
carry on the Administration. I was right when | 


(Laughter. ] 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is closed on the 
pending amendment. 

The question was taken on the motion to 
strike out the paragraph; and it was dis- 
agreed to. 


I move to amend the par- 
agraph by inserting after the word ‘‘ Nantes,’’ 
and before ‘‘Oporto,’’ the word “Odessa.” 
I suppose, debate having been closed, the 
committee will. not allow me to have read the 


| Mr. KELSEY. Oh, no. 
| ‘The question was taken on the amendment; 
| and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. AMBLER. I move to amend in line 
sixty-four, by striking out the word ‘‘ Lahayna.”’ 


i [tis an entirely useless consulate. 


Mr. KELSEY. Jhopethat amendment will 
revail. s 

' The amendment was agreed to. 

| Mr. BROOKS, of New York. In line fifty- 
nine I move to strike out the word ‘‘ Coati- 
cook.” I think that must be a typographical 
error. There is no such place as that in the 


i world that I know of. 


+ Mr. BENTON. Oh, yes; there is. 

Mr. BROGKS, of New York. Where is it? 
Somebody ought to be able to tell us where it is. 

Mr. BENTON. It is in Canada. 

The question was taken on the amendment; 
and it was disagreed to—ayes twenty, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. In line sev- 
enty-six I move to strike out the word ‘‘ Tun- 
stall; there are two Tunstalls provided for 
in this paragraph. Now, there are five Tun- 
: stalls in England, and I want to know which 
, of them these are. 

Mr. KELSEY. Tunstall is in the British 
dominions. 

Mr.. BROOKS, of New York. Iknow that; 
“but there are five Tunstalls in the British 
| dominions, and which one do you mean? 

Mr. KELSEY. I do not know which one 
of them it refers to; I took it from the docu- 
ment furnished to me. 

‘The question was taken on the amendments 
! and it was disagreed to—ayes thirteen, noes 
| not counted. 
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Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I now move 
to strike out the word ‘Tunstall’? where it 
occurs in line seventy-seven.. 

Mr. KELSEY. I think that had better be 
stricken out; it was only intended to provide 
for one, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POTTER. I move to strike out ‘Fort ` 
Erie.” It is not far from Buffalo, and I can- 
not possibly see what necessity there can be. 
for our having a consul there. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. PROSSER. I move, in line seventy- ` 
four, to strike out tSt. Helena.” 
The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. SARGENT. Under the heading of com- . 
mercial agencies, schedule B, I move to strike | 
out ‘* Madagascar ;’’ and I do that, Mr. Chair- ` 
man, for the purpose of saying that it seems to 
me it is not worth our while to extend ourcom- 
mercial relations beyond a point where we can 
aiford complete protection to our own people 
and our own commerce. And on that idea, 
and not intending to be out of order, I wish to 
say to my friend from Massachusetts { Mr. 
Dawes] that I am not disposed to believe he 
is either ignorant or would stoop to willful 
deception. I do not propose these alterna- 
tives so far as he is concerned; but I certainly 
am ata loss sometimes to understand how it 
is that with his intelligence and his veracity - 
he should make certain statements. He made 
a statement that there were two hundred and 
seven vessels in our Navy, implying in the 
strongest possible terms that these were war 
vessels, and the Navy Department was accord- 
ingly responsible for not sending some of these 
two hundred and seven war vessels on active 
service for the protection of our citizens and 
our commerce. I believe the number is one | 
hundred ard eighty-five; but I do not take - 
issue on that. ‘There are thirty-three of the 
number mere tug-boats, so called, about our 
navy-yards doing harbor duty, and which are ` 
of no account for war purposes. These, there- | 
fore, are to be deducted from the total number ` 
of vessels. Besides, there aretwenty-fourmon- | 
itors—-monitors never completed, rejected as 
soon as completed, some of which even could 
not bear their turrets. | 

Mr. KELSEY. Irise to a point of order. | 
J feel that I must make the point of order on 
the gentleman from California that he is not 
discussing. the merits of the pending propo- 
sition to this bill. Ga ae 

Mr. SARGENT. The Chair has heard my 
remarks and the theory upon which I have 
been submitting them. I move to strike out 
Madagascar from the list of commercial agen- 
cies on the ground that Madagascar is a far 
distant point and we have not made such pro- 
vision for our Navy at this time as will enable 
us properly to protect our commercial relations 
in that far-off place. Iam trying to show, in 
reply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
that our Navy is not so extensive as he has 
stated it to be. And now, to continue where I 
left off. These twenty-four monitors have also 
to be deducted from the whole number of ves- 
sels. We could not send them to Cuba or any- 
where else. ‘There are some eighteen wooden 
vessels now used as receiving-ships, some of 
them as storeships, and a few of them as 
school-ships, These also are to be deducted. 

Mr. KELSEY. I insist on my point of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not necessary to 
launch into a general discassion of our Navy 
at the present time on the pending proposition. 

Mr. SARGENT. I cannot say that Iam 
obliged to my colleague on the Committee on 
Appropriations for preventing me from saying 
a few words in reply to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes. ] 

Mr. KELSEY. I am compellė to make 
the point of order in order to get through with 
the bill. a 

Mr. SARGENT. I am prepared to show | 


that the statement of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts was incorrect from the beginning to 
the end. 

The committee divided ; and there were— 
ayes sixteen, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the next para- 
graph. 

Mr. COX. 
Domingo.” 

Mr. KELSEY. I make the point of order 
that the gentleman’s motion comes too late, 
as we have passed that paragraph. 

Mr. COX. I rose as soon as I could, and I 


I move to strike out ‘San 


_do not approve of these parliamentary tricks 


to preclude consideration and action of the 
committee. f 

Mr. FOX. If the paragraph was read it 
could not have been heard, as there was so 
much confusion in the committee. 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ` 


` from New York insist on his point of order? 


Mr. KELSEY. I must do so or I will never 
get through with the bill. 
ae Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
ill. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move in 
line ninety-four, under the heading * com- 


‘mercia agencies, schedule C,” to strike out 
` “ Lanthala.” 
‘ graphical gazetteer. 


That place is not in my geo- 
There may be a typo- 
graphical error. , 


Mr. KELSEY. Ido not know whether the | 


place is in the gentleman’s geography ; butitis 
in the document which I have before me, and 
is recognized by the State Department. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Is it not a 
misprint? 

Mr. KELSEY. I think not. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


For expenses for interpreters, guards, and other | 


matters, at theconsulatesat Constantinople, Smyrna, 


Candia, Alexandria, and Beirut, in the Turkish ` 


dominions, $3,090. 


Mr. KELSEY. I move to amend by insert- : 
ing after the word '‘ Alexandria, ’* in the para- | 
; graph just read, the word ‘‘Jerusalem,’’ which 


has accidentally been omitted. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New ‘York. We already | 
; have a consulate at Jerusalem. 
i| interpreter besides? 


Is this for an 


“Mr. KELSEY. Yes, sir. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. LOGAN. I move to amend by adding |: 


to the paragraph just read the following: 


Szc.—. And be it further enacted, That the President ` 
is authorized,on the recommendation of theSecretary ` 
j of the Treasury, to cause examinations to be made | 


| into the accounts of the consular officers of the Uni- 
: ted States, and into all matters connected with the 


business of their said offices, and to that end he may 
appoint such agent or agents as may be necessary 
for that purpose; and any agent when so appointed 
shall, for the purpose of making said examinations, 
have authority to administer oaths and take testi- 
mony, and 
papers of all consular officers, Ar i E 
pointed in this behalf shall be paid for his services 


a just and reasonable compensation, in addition to : 


his actual necessary expenses, the same to be paid 


out of thesum appropriated for consular salaries, but | 
no greater sum than $10,000 shall be expended as | 
compensation of such agent or agents in any one l 


year. And the President shall communicate to Con- 


gress at- the commencement of every December ses- ° 
; sion the names of the agents so appointed, and the ;; 
i! amount paid to each, together with the reports of 


such agents. And any agent or agents appointed 
under this section shall receive an annual salary of 
$5,000, in addition to the expenses heretofore al- 
lowed, the same to be paid out of the sum appropri- 


| ated for consular salaries. 


Mr. Chairman, I offer this with the consent 
of the committee. A similar provision was in 


i the last eppropriation bill, the amount appro- 
The committee were | 


priated being $5,000. 


‘of the opinion that the provision then made 


was a continuons appropriation ; but that seems 
not to be the view of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. Hence we have offered the proposition 
to be inserted in this bill; but we make the 
amount $10,000 instead of $5,000. I send to 


As the gen- . 
tleman thinks the paragraph is all right I with- ` 
; draw the amendment. 


shall have access to all the books and |: 
And any agent ap- | 


| the Clerk’s desk a letter on the subject from 
| the Secretary of the Treasury. 

| Mr. MAYNARD. [raise the point of order 
| that this amendment proposes new legislation, 
|| hot in order in an appropriation bill. I under- 
; Stand there is a general consular bill, to which 
„ this would be germane. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will say to the gentleman 

' that a provision of this kind was attached to 
‘ the last diplomatic and consular bill. ‘The 
committee consider that a permanent provis- 
ion; but the Secretary of the Treasury does 
not so regard it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. As this provision is asked 
for by the Secretary of the Treasury, I will not 
. press my point of order. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask the Clerk to read a 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury which 
will show the importance of the proposition I 
have submitted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, March 24, 1870. 


Sır: The act of 1869 making appropriations for the 
consular and diplomatic service for the year ending 
: June 30, 1870, and for other purposes, appropriated 
‘ (seesection four) $5,000 as compensation to such agent 
or agents as might be appointed by tho President 
for the examination of the accounts of consular ofti- 
' cersof the United States and other matters connected 
with the business of said offices, 
, Under this authority General F. A. Starring was 
appointed to visit the consular offices in France and 
| 
| 


Belgium. His report was communicated to the Sen- 
ate, and is among the documents printed by author- 
ity of that body. I have not a copy at hand which I 
' can transmit to you, but you can undoubtedly obtain 
_it. Ihave no doubt that the examination made by 
him has been of great value, both in the results com- 
municated in his report and in tho influence which 
such an cxaminatioa is calculated to have upon the 
administration of consular affairs. It has long been 
`. the opinion of the accounting officers in the Treasury 
. Department that great irregularities exist in the 
consular offices of the Kast, and that the Govern- 
ment is annually defrauded of considerable sums of 
money. 

I respectfully suggest to the Committeeon Appro- 
priations the expediency of making such an appro- 
priation as will enablethe President to appoint one 
or two such agents, who shall be charged with the 
' examination of the consular offices in China, Japan, 
‘the Hast Indies, and the Sandwich Islands. The 
eppropriation for that purposo should be, I think, 
; not less than $15,000. 

The expenses incurred under the act of 1859 
i amounted to $3,473 Ol. 


| Very respectfully, 
| GEORGE S. BOUTWELL, 


Seeretury. 
_P.S. Iam able to incloso.a copy of General Star- 
i ring’s report. 

fr G. S. B. 

i Hon. H. L. Dawes, Chairman of the Committee on 
i Appropriations, Louse of Representatives. 


| Mr. KELSEY. I move to amend theamend- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois ‘[Mr. 
|, Logan] so as to reduce the amount of the 
appropriation to $5,000. I-think myself, and 
such was the opinion of the majority of the 
' committee, that the law as it now stands con- 
tains a permanent appropriation of $5,000 a 
year.. 1 send to the Clerk section four of the 
act of March 3, 1869, that it may be read. 
, It will be observed that it is a permanent 
: appropriation, payable out of the revenues of 
the Government. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


“ SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent is authorized, on the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to causo examinations to 
be made into tho.aceounts of the consular officers of 
the United States, and into all matters connected with 
1: the business of their said offices, and to that cnd he 
may appointsuch agent or agents as may be necessary 
, for that purpose; and any agent, when so appointed, 
‘| shall, for the purpose of making said examinations, 
! have authority to administer oaths and take testi- 
: mony, and shall have access to all the books and 
_ papers of all consular offices. And any agent ap- 
> pointed in this behalf shali be paid for his services 
i a just and reasonable compensation, not exceeding 
| five dollars por day for the time necossarily em- 
f 


i ployed, in addition to his actual necessary expenses, 
‘| the same to be paid out of the sum appropriated for 
: expenses of collecting the revenue, but no greater 
sum than $5,000 shall be exponded as compensation 
' of such agent or agents in apy one year. And tho 
| President shallcommunicate to Congress at the com- 

' mencement of every December session the names of 
the agents so appointed ang. the amount paid to 
| each, together with the reports of such agents.” 


| Mr. LOGAN. I bope the amendment of 
i| the gentleman from New York will not be 
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adopted. There is a difference of opinion 
between the committee and the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The latter considers the appro- 
priation exhausted, and asks for a further 
appropriation. In his opinion he cannot con- 


tinue the examination under the appropriation ; 
already made. ‘The committee consider the sec- | 


tion a continuing spp opristion. In the letter 
which has been read the Secretary asks for an 
appropriation of $15,000. Great benefit has 


been experienced from the examination which || 


has already been authorized. The agent ap- 
pointed by the Department has performed his 
duty in a manner to give perfect satisfaction 
to the Government. In my amendment I pro- 


pose an appropriation of $5,000 less than that » 
In this form I; 


asked for by the Secretary. Ir ; 
thought there could be no objection toit. Two 


agents are required to be appointed, and it is | 


found that the pay of each. cannot, consistently ` 
with the success of the system, be less than ; 
$5,000; hence it is necessary that an appropri- | 


ation of $10,000 should be made. 


The Secre- | 
tary in his letter mentions generally the con- |! 


sulates with reference to which he wishes to | 


make examination, and states that it will require | 


at least two agents to make the examination. , r £ 
; may be discontinued; but until that is done, 


I hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I call the gentleman’s 
attention to the provision of the act of March 
8, 1869, which, I believe, has already gone 
into the general consular bill. The ground of 
my exception, in the first place, to this amend- 
ment was that I thought we had better leave 
the law as it is until the general consular sys- 
tem has been revised, as I understand is con- 


templated by a general bill which wilt go over |: 
the whole ground. The act to which [ have | 
just referred allows the President to appoint |; 


as many agents as he may think necessary. 
Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir. ; 
Mr. MAYNARD. And provides for paying 
them, with the condition that no one agent shall 
be paid more than $5,000. i ; 
Mr. LOGAN. The gentleman is mistaken. 
More than $5,000 cannot be expended in any 
one year. Hence the Department could ap- 
point only one agent. l 
Mr. MAYNARD. If the gentleman will 
examine the law I think he will see that I am 
correct. 


Mr. LOGAN. I bave read it frequently. 


Mr. MAYNARD. It provides that the Pres- | 


ident ‘‘ may appoint any such agent or agents 
as may be necessary for that purpose’’—— 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAYNARD. ‘‘And any agent appoint- 
ed in this behalf shall be paid for his services a 
just and reasonable compensation not exceed- 
ing five dollars per day ;’’ ‘‘but no greater 
sum than $5,000 shall be expended as com- 
pensation of such agent or agents in any one 
year.” 

Mr. LOGAN. Exactly so. The Secretary 
has decided that he can expend only that 
amount. I went to him myself to learn his 
decision, He has decided that the appropri- 
ation is exhausted, and that a new appropria- 
tion is required. He asks that $15,000 be 
appropriated in this bill, for reasons which are 
stated in the letter. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Does the Secretary hold 


that, under this law, though he might have | 


occasion to appoint half a dozen agents, only 
$5,000 is appropriated ? 

Mr. LOGAN. That is exactly what he 
holds. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chairman, I remember 
perfectly well the adoption of the provision 
which has been read. It was very carefully 


considered at the time, and was by somestrongly - 
objected to, the objections being yielded in, 


consideration of the necessity for an examina- 
tion of the consulates in different parts of the 
world. These consulates are isolated, and not 
readily reached by the Government. Men fre- 
quently remain ïn such positions five, ten, fif- 
teen, or twent@ggars, until their habits of busi- 
ness come to be regarded as the law. It was 
rm Piotee. 
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considered necessary by the Treasury Depart- 
| ment that there should -be an investigation into 
‘the manner in which the business of the con- 
| sulates is conducted. Hence the provision of 


: the present law was agreed to by a committee | 


of conference, of which I was a member. 
was understood that the provision was for one 
year only, and that no more than $5,000 could 
‘be expended. If the Government is to con- 
| tinue this examination a new appropriation 
| must be made. 
| I have personal knowledge that the investi- 
$ 


Tt 


at that date $50,000 more. 


insignificant a sum should be voted for this 
purpose. 

Mr. KELSEY. I will state to the gentle- 
man that the reason why this appropriation is 
so small is that there was a large unexpended 
balance on hand on the 30th June last. There 


_ was at that time $112,867 of unexpended bal- 
ances on hand, and to that amount was added 


It is believed, 


| therefore, that the present appropriation will 
‘be amply sufficient for the purpose for next 


| gations of the agent who has been appointed ; 


' have been productive of good to the Govern- 
: ment. 
of the expenditures, have been largely in- 
creased, amounting during the last year to sixty- 
eight or seventy thousand dollars. 
: of the consular districts where investigation 
has been made improvement has already been 
observed. We ought not to wait till a provis- 
ion of this kind can be incorporated into a gen- 
eral consular bill. It may not be necessary 
to continue these investigations from year to 
` year indefinitely. After the Treasury Depart- 
ment has become satisfied that a sufficient 
examination has been made the appropriation 


until the investigation shall have been made in 
the different countries with which we have dip- 
: lomatic communication, this ought to be con- 


| tinued, and I do not think the sum of $10,000 
too much. On the contrary, I think it ought | 


ear. 


Mr. REEVES. I am satisfied with the ex- 


| planation, and withdraw my amendment. 


In some .. 


The reveipts for consular fees, in excess `i 


The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, 


_and read the remaining paragraphs. 


No further amendment was offered. 
f Mr. KELSEY. T move that the committee 
rise and report the bill and amendments to the 


' House. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. INGER- 
SOLL reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, according to order 


_ of the House, had had under consideration the 
‘ Union generally, and particularly the special 
order, House bill No. 1604, making appropria- 
. tions for the consular and diplomatic expenses 


of the Government for the year ending June 
30, 1871, and had directed him to report the 


: same to ‘he House with sundry amendments. 


‘to be increased to the amount required by the |: 


: Secretary of the Treasury. 
‘to be $10,000. Five thousand dollars is not 
sufficient. And I will say from my own per- 
| sonal observation that the agent of the Govern- 


; his duties, and that the consular department 
; has been greatly improved thereby. 

Mr. LOGAN. I hope the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. KeLser] 


$10,000, will be adopted. 


amendment; and it was not agreed to. 


ing ‘‘ $9,000.’’ I do this for the purpose of 
| Obtaining an opportunity to comment for a 


| indulge me if 1 am not strictly in order. 
desire to refer to the gentleman’s remarks 
about so many murders having been committed 
in the southern States. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I rise to a point of order. 
I submit that the gentleman is not discussing 
the pending amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

The question was put on Mr. Locan’s amend- 
ment; and it was agreed to. 

The Clerk read the following: 


For relief and protection of American seamen in 
foreign countries, $10,000. 


Mr. REEVES. I move to amend this para- 
graph by striking out ‘‘ $10,000’ and inserting 


and protection of American seamen in foreign 
countries, $20,000.” 

Mr. Chairman, I submit thisamendment with 
the purpose merely of eliciting from the gen- 


protection of American seamen in foreign coun- 
tries, especially in view of the anticipated legis- 
lation by this Congress, which, it is hoped, by 
reviving our commerce, will largely increase 
the number of American seamen engaged in 
foreign commerce. Unlessthe gentleman gives 
some explanation, surprise may be felt by the 


House and the country that so comparatively | 


It ought at least © 


Mr. KELSEY. Before calling the previous 
question oa this bill, I move that the amend- 
ment adopted on the motion of the gentleman 


; from Illinois [Mr. Locan] be removed from its 


**$20,000;”’ so that it will read: ‘‘ For relief | 


tleman who has reported this bill an explana- | 
tion of the seemingly small sum which is de- | 
voted to the important object of the relief and | 


mentin past years has faithfully discharged : 


will be voted down, and that the amendment - 
which I have moved, making the appropriation | 


The question was put on Mr. Ke.sey’s | 
Mr. CONNER. I move to amend the prop- | 


 osition of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. | 
Locay} by striking out ‘‘ $10,000” and insert- : 


single moment only on some remarks which | 
fell from the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. |! 
WILLARD] in the course of the debate on the . 
preceding paragraph. I hope the House w | 


present position and transferred to the end of 
the bill as a separate section. 

The motion was agreed to. l 

Mr. KELSEY. I now move the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; which was on order- 
ing the bill, with amendments, to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The SPEAKER. Is there a separate vote 
demanded on any one amendment ? 

Mr. COVODE. Ishould like to have a sep- 
arate vote on the motion to strike out Greece. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Thereis no such amend- 
ment pending. 

Mr. COVODE. I moved to strike it out. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman made that 
motion in Committee of the Whole; but the 
House knows nothing of that unless it is re- 

orted by the committee. 

Mr. COVODE. Iamsure that if the House 
knew as much about this matter as I do they 
would vote to strike it out. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The previous question has 
been seconded, and no amendment is in order. 

The amendments reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole were then concurred in. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. KELSEY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT FOR 1868. 


Mr. LAFLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported back the following concurrent res- 
olution, as amended by the Senate, and moved 
that the amendment of the Senate be con- 
curred in: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed of the agricultural report of 1868 such an ad- 
ditional extra number as will be required to give tho 
members of the Senate and of the House from those 
States not represented in the Fortieth Congress the 
same number as was assigned to the members of the 
Senate and of the House from such States as were so 
represented. 


The amendment of the Senate was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. LAFLIN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was concurred in; 


